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A DIP INTO THE PAST.

LJ 0\\ many of those wlio collect revenue stamps have ever considered their antiquity ?
What an interesting field for research in Philatelic or Timbrologic pastures is
hereby suggested ! Who was the genius whose fertile brain hit upon these distinguishing
marks of Inland Revenue? In all probability few are aware how many years ago
governments used them. "

Before me lies a newspaper winch left the office of publication at Chelmsford,
Essex, Eng,, on April 10th, 17S9, when old George IIl. was king, and the Great
Republic still young, which gives its readers news (?) not more than four days oid, from
the Metropolis— the iatest speeches of Fox and Pitt, and accounts of the great rejoicings
and distribution of free drinks to the favored inhabitants, of many “ hundreds,” in cele-
bration of His Majesty's restoration to health—i.e., sanity. Perusing its columns— well
printed on thick wove paper, and hearing a dark red stamp, one half-penny— and inter-
esting advertisements, | glean the following particulars of interest to Philatelists. A
certain Mr. Hayman, of Golden Square, London, possessed a patent medicine, and lets

the public know that each bottle of his “ celebrated drops,” “ as a test of their purity.”
when bought of any retailer, should have on the Government label of each bottle the
words “ J. Hayman, Golden Square,”— “ a favor (sic) done the proprietor by the honor-

able Commissioners of Stamps.”
Another on a “ Pectoral Essence of Coltsfoot,” on the stamp of which should
appear the name of “ | rancis Newbery, No. 45, the East end of St. Paul’s, London.”
What would not collectors give to possess a specimen of these at this day ?

“ The Aktiouakv.”

UNCLE SAM’S PICTURES.

(A Philatelic Sketch in verse from Historical Archives.)
liv Rov F. Greene.
When Dame Columbia and Unde Sam
Their hours of wedded life began,
Their furnishings scanty, their cot right small,
Yet liberty’s light shone over all.
Ah ! that was many years ago,
When money was scarce and times so slow,
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Their wants were few and their purses small.
But love surrounded their paltry all,

W e’ll call this seventeen eighty-seven,

When under the great blue dome of Hea\en.
They plighted their love with rapturous bliss
And sealed their vows with a tender kiss.

As years swift passed they struggled hard

In the game of nations to hold the card
Which would bring them fortune, yet after all
No pictures hung on their cottage wall.

And years went by and fortune came,

And with it closely an honored name,

Yet bare their walls as the dome of Heaven

Till eighteen hundred and forty-seven,

When Uncle Sam brought to his long-loved bride
Two pictures fair for the ingleside ;

A picture of Franklin, done in brown—

No worthier knight the country ‘round—

To grace with his figure the long bare wall

In Columbia’s and Sam's low cottage, small ;
Then Washington, too— a study in black —

Was brought and hung with the wall at its back
These pictures brightened the cozy room

Like the warp of gladness in life's great loom.
And Dame Columbia, with matron’s pride,
Surveyed the scene and was satisfied.

But Uncle Sam prospered and richer grew,
And with his wealth came honor too ;

Thus in eighteen hundred and fifty-one

He added a picture of Jefferson

To his gallery of noble patriots true,

Who under American banners grew

To a place of trust in the nation s heart,
For well they knew he bad played his part.
'Thus these three pictures adorned the walls
Through scorching summers and frosty falls,
Till in eighteen hundred and sixty-three

By their side was placed Jackson s effigy ,
And three years later another place »

W as made for a painting of Lincoln’s face ;
And these five pictures, all in line,

Flung there alone ’till in sixty-nine.

Thus, three years later— in sixty-nine
He brought to his dame six paintings fine ;
The first was a horseman riding fleet,
With noble Steed and trappings complete ;



T he Canadian Journal of Philately.

This was the postman of early days,

On whom eyes centered with longing gaze,
Expectant of mail from far off friends.

So to Uncle Sam's gallery this picture lends
Its charm of history aged and dim.

The next was a picture of monster grim—
A locomotive, with graceful lines,

The method of travel in modern times.

The next to grace the cottage wall

Was that emblem of ours, an eagle bald ;
The next a steamship with masts well braced :
These side by side on the wall were placed.

Then came two of wondrous sheen,

For we went to history for noble scenes ;
The first was the artist’s bright creation,
The signing there of the Declaration

Which Independence stated hold,

Those characters there with faces old

And powdered wigs, their clarion notes

Of freedom sounded to all as they wrote
Their names on the document there that day,
And westward empire made its way.

But Uncle Sam brought still another one
To honor Italy’s noble son,

Who under the Spanish cross did sail,
Unmindful of mutiny, treacherous gale,
Discovered American regions fair :

“ Columbus’ landing ” was next placed there.

Another year, and he brought one day

A picture fair of the statesman Clay ;
Then Webster, Scott and Hamilton,

Some of the nation’s honored sons ;

Then noble Perry, the sailor bold,

Whose honored name will ne’er grow old ;
And then came Stanton, with pleasing face,
In the nation’s heart he'd found a place.
Then, in eighteen hundred and ninety-two,
As the first rude cottage more stately grew,
The need of pictures by master hand,

To gladden the eyes of all the land

Came swift to tne brain of Uncle Sam,
And thus came the swift, yet well-laid plan,
And Uncle Sam ordered fifteen of these

To honor the name of the Genoese.

On the first of January, ninety-three,
A fitting day you'’ll all agree,
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These pictures were brought to the stately halls
And hung with grace on the frescoed walls.
The first was “ Columbus in sight of land,”
Done in blue by a master hand ;

Then the “ Santa Maria," in color green,

The flagship bright and an ocean scene :
Then the “ Fleet of Columbus,” of azure hue,
Y\ ith sails all set on the ocean blue ;
Columbus beseeching the Spanish throne,

His tender hopes had long since flown,

Hut Isabella with words well meant

Supplied the funds, on his mission sent ;
Columbus entering the Spanish town

Gay Barcelona, of world renown.

“ Columbus presenting natives " next

Was hung in line as Sam directs ;

“ Columbus reciting his story ” then

Was hung to delight the hearts of men.
The next to be hung on the spacious walls
Was “ Columbus’ visit to convent halls

“ Recall of Columbus ” in carbon blue.
The “ Pledging of Jewels” by lIsabel true.
“ Columbus in chains "— the saddest text—
“ Columbus describing his voyage " next :
Then came vignettes of the noble O c
And Columbus with grand and stately mien.
Then a portrait in black of the sailor brave
Who periled his life on the unknown wa\e.
And the last of all this noble train

Was “ Columbus restored to favor agam.

Thus Uncle Sam hung from the cottage walls.
And then in the gaily frescoed halls.

The brightest paintings that nation's claim,
Presenting them all to his lovely dame.

And go where you may, from tropic heat

To temperate climes or arctic steep.

'Mong nations of earth since the world began,
Go find their equals if ever you can :

In royal purple or deepest black

Artistic merit they never lack.

The brightest paintings yen’ll ever see,

An American patriot’s galaxy ;

Each scenic picture, historic face

In the annals of time have found a place.

Go find their equals—you never can.

God bless Columbia and Uncle Sam.
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WHY DO WE SPECIALIZE?

i HOUGH a few phases of this subject have been thoroughly discussed, there are
other points to be taken into consideration, the discussion of which, | think, will
justify me in writing this article.

\\ hy do we specialize in preference to collecting in general ? The discussion of
this question, like Mr. Tennyson's “ little brook,” is likely to “ go on forever” without
reaching any definite conclusion. Certain it is, however, that specialism is daily gaining
more adherents. ’

Patriotism is one of the reasons of specialism, and, hy nearly every collector, the
stamps of his native country rank first in interest. Why? It is patriotism! No
matter about the design, no matter about the colors ; the stamps of one's country are, to
his eyes, the most beautiful and perfect ever issued by any country.

Another reason advanced m favor of specialism, is that more knowledge is gained
through a special, than through a general collection. Is this true ? It is said that a
special collection may be made complete, which cannot be said of a general collection,
no matter how much money may be at the disposal of a collector.

A special collection cannot be made complete of any country issuing stamps
quite extensively or some time ago.

How many collectors making a specialty of British North America stamps have
the Canada 12 pence ? How many collections contain a U.S., 24c. 1856, unperforated ?
Certainly not over one hundred of each are known, and yet it is stated that special
collections may be complete !

(iranted that a special collection were complete, what is the advantage? It is
said that a collector will not be content until he has a complete collection. Is it the
completeness of his collection that gives that undefinahle fascination to the collector?
No! it is the collecting itself. To secure each stamp in a certain condition, to make
some sacrifice to secure a desired specimen, that is what gives joy to the true Philatelist.

in a complete collection, the possessor, as he has now nothing to do, unless it be
to wait for a new issue, loses interest in his collection and finally puts it away forever.

In proof of the fact that it is the collecting itself and not the completion of a
collection that possesses that strange power of fascination, | have known prominent
Philatelists, who, having secured as complete a collection as the state of their finances
would allow, would sell or lay away their collections, and begin anew, and except for

their having seen ail of the specimens before, they collect with as much enthusiasm and
interesi as before.

Again, although it is true that in the close examination a specialist gives his
stamps, a habit of close observation is formed, which is very useful in business life, and
although a superior knowledge of the stamps of the country, and the country itself,
specialized, it is oflset by the general collector’s knowledge of history, geography, etc.,
which is also very useful.

A secondary reason for collecting, with most Philatelists at least, is of a monetary
nature. As there is pleasure in collecting, just as surely is there money gained. I am
sure all will agree with me on that point. The question arises, “ in which, special or
general collecting, is the most money to be gained ?”

| would say that it depends upon circumstances. For a collector who travels
extensively, stamps of many countries may be secured at a comparatively low price,
hence a general collection would prove the most profitable, but for one who does not
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travel, the stamps of the country in which he lives can be readily secured. | have no
doubt that at least a third of Canada's first issue are yet to be found by some enter-
prising collectors. Again, in the careful study of his stamps, the specialist discovers
some new shade, an error or a variety, which in many cases may be disposed of at a
good price. The stamps of British North America and the United States furnish to
the specialist an almost unlimited variety of shades, etc. As an example, look at the
U.S., 1868, issue embossed. A few years ago a collection of the different es : emboss-
ing was sneered ar, but now the 3 cent with a grille 13 x 16 mm., is vaiued at 63. 11 and
the same stamp embossed all over is worth $15.00, What an adv :e in pn :e the

British North America and United States stamps have taken | | - is aused by
specialism almost wholly.
Speculation in stamps has been one measure in favoring spe- < . 1 ectors

have become disgusted at having to buy all of the surcharged stamps .1 h are
constantly being put on the market, in order to have a reasonat h 1ip1' jOiUction.
It is lamentably true that speculation in stamps is becoming more ire :_eni each year.
The Central American States and the French Colonies’ stamps .it .« j«1 purely as a
speculative venture. The collector becomes disgusted with sue and selling
his general collection, he becomes a specialist.

The designs of a country’s stamps, in many cases, appeal 10 - 1. lector’s eye in
point of beauty and coloring.

\Y-.:- A Withrow.

A STUDY OF A STAMP COLLECTOR.

TF it be true that no two members of the human family ar; es.-.:ily alike in every char-
r* acteristic, trait, etc., what a voluminous, what an inexhaustible library, has the
student of human nature at his disposal. It appearing that no two persons, even though
each one of them be a stamp-collector, can be alike in e -;ry particular, one must take a
“ general average ” of collectors, and select one of the r.umi r as typifying the salient
points and idiosyncrasies of the stamp-collector. Let is suppose such a collector be
examined and discussed from a “human” standpoint, by an individual who holds an
opinion neither favoring nor prejudicial to him. One of the most noticeable features of
the collector, when speaking of his hobby, is the enthusiasm which pervades his conver-
sation. At first, one might account it to be an artificial enthusiasm or a counterfeit
spontaneity, but after a time, the listener acknowledges the collector to he sincere in ail
his statements, and that his ardency in behalf of the stamp-collecting is not assumed :
it is either felt, or imagined to be felt. In refuting sarcasms launched at his pursuit, he
is too severe, usually, in his denunciation of those who see nothing in stamp-collect-
ing ” and who indulge in a little legitimate humor at the expense of stamp-collectors in
general.

By doing this he over-shoots the mark, and the very stress of his words causes
them to rebound to his discredit. When speaking with non-philatelic friends about
stamp-collecting, he is sometimes found acting the roU of apologist for the fact of his
being a collector, as if he were a trifle ashamed of his hobby. Oftener, however, he
will contend for the merits of his hobby with so rational discourse and argument, that
he gains the respect of his friends for stamp-collecting, though he may not enlist their
sympathies in the cause.
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In explaining the advantages of collecting he will oftentimes dilate too strongly
upon them ; this might lead one to infer that he was endeavoring to bolster up a cause
which, within himself, he knew to be weak; also, it might give the impression that he
was seeking to justify his hobby in ihe estimation of his friends by exaggeration.

It is wrong for an outsider to harbor such opinions, and it does the collector in-
justice , whatever may be his faults, he firmly believes in the virtues of his hobby.
Stamp-collecting to him is a faithful friend, and in turn, his fidelity to it is loyal. One
of his ready resorts, when the dignity of his hobby is questioned, is to compare stamp-
collecting with other hobbies, and while these hobbies suffer some in the treatment they
receive at his hands, it causes the glories of his own to shine the more brightly.

He has learned that there are certain people whose minds are so constructed as to
render it impossible for them to comprehend the idea of stamp-collecting ; they cannot
understand why any one should collect postage stamps! and to such as these he does
not endeavor to explain the rationale of collecting. He allows them to consider him, if
they desire, as one afflicted with some mild and amusing mental disorder.

Ihe stamp-collectrr is independent, but like a sensible person, desires the good
opinion and respect of the uninitiated for his hobby ; the fact of so many ridiculing col-
lecting causes him regret. Any innuendoes cast at collecting have the tendency to-
strengthen his faith in his pursuit by reason of his seeing how undeserved arc such
flmgs, and the one who would belittle his hobby is viewed more m sorrow than in
anger. He knows he rides a hobby, but he considers it such a one whose good parts eclipse
those of all other hobbies. I o those individuals who speak condemnatory of all hobbies,
he would respectfully refer them to the following remarks of Sterne, which he thinks are
quite apropos : “ Nay, if you come to that, sir, have not the wisest of men in all ages,
not excepting Solomon himself, have they not had their hobby-horses, their running
horses, their coins and their cockel-shells, their drums and their trumpets, their fiddles,
their pallets, their maggots, ~nd their butterflies ? and so long as a man rides his hobby-
horse peaceably and quietly along the King’s highway, and neither compels you nor me
to get up behind him, pray, sir, what have either you or | to do with it ?”

C, E. Severn.

A RE AWAKENED LOVE.

(A Vilanette).
1By Guy \Y. Green.
One summer morning long ago
I laid my book of stamps away ;
| kissed the volume, bending low,
I recollect the very day.

I laid my book of stamps away ;

[ left my home and native land ;
I recollect the very- day

| turned me to a foreign strand.l

I left my home and native land ;

1 wandered all the world around ;
| turned me to a foreign strand ;

| hoped content at last was found.
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| wandered all the world around ;

My album passed from out my mind ;
| hoped content at last was found

In humblest walks of human Rind.

My album passed from out my mind ;
My love of stamps | put away ;

In humblest walks of human kind
I thought to pass life's fleeting day.

My love of stamps | put away ;
| banished all my former life :

I thought to pass life's fleeting day
Removed from bickering and strife.

| banished all my former life :

For years | saw not native shore ;
Removed from bickering and strife

I longed to see my friends once more.

For years | saw not native shore ;
At last | sought again mv home ;

I longed to see my friends once more,
To find repose and cease to roam.

At last | sought again my home ;

The house had scorned Time's changing art.
To lind repose and cease to roam

W as sweet indeed to weary heart.

The house had scorned Time's changing art ;
I tvandered through the rooms with joy ;
"Twas sweet indeed to weary heart :
| felt as free as when a boy.

| wandered through the rooms with joy ;
I sought for trinkets here and there :
1 felt as free as when a boy :
| banished ev'ry thought-of care.

I sought for trinkets here and there :
I found my aged album there :

| banished every thought of care
And scanned its pages once again.

| found my ag6d album there :
| saw its faded blue and gold,

And scanned its pages once again—
Old love increased a hundred fold.I

| saw its faded blue and gold
One summer morning long ago :
Old love increased a hundred fold ;
| kissed the volume, bending low.
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THE ADHESIVE POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA.

By Walter A. Withrow.

W ' ~H tie a”vent °f specialism, there is created a desire for increased knowledge

concerning the stamps of the country specialized, and there fire no stamps more
worthy of the attention bestowed upon them than the adhesive stamps of the United
States. They are, in point of beauty of design and coloring, certainly unsurpassed, and
in but few instances equalled.

But little has been published through the plnlatelical press regarding these stamps,
therefore 1 offer no apology in producing this work, which is lor the benefit of the special-

ists of United States stamps. | will endeavour to present this article in as plain a form
as possible, that the younger and inexperienced collectors may readily comprehend the
terms used, and also, for this purpose, | prefix a series of explanations which will, |

believe, be found of service. As each stamp is illustrated, description is unnecessary.

REPRINTS.

In 1875, there were reprinted officially the general issue of adhesives from 1S57
to 1870, including all the issues and values of the 1857, 1861, 1868, 1869, and 1870
series. These stamps were reprinted in 1875, for exhibition at the Centennial Exposi-
tion, held in Philadelphia in 1876. The methods of distinguishing the originals from
the reprints will be fully noted under the respective issues.

SHADES.

Very few of the United States adhesive stamps occur in one shade of color, and
in many cases three or four distinct shades of color may be found. For this there are
various reasons. In stamps where there is no variation in color, the different shades are
usually produced by the varying quantity of ink on the press or rollers. Thus if freshlv
inked, the sheet gets a good supply and a dark shade of color is produced, and if the
supply of ink becomes low, the sheet wiil necessarily get a smaller quantity of ink. thus
producing a light shade of color.

Where there is a variation in color, the shades may be caused through the fault
of the ink maker, who, when mixing different lots of ink, failed to have them ali exactly
the same shade. In the stamps printed in aniline inks, which are subject to atmos-
pheric changes, are wide shades of difference. The three cent value of the 185r-185-
series is an example of an atmospheric changeling. In the earlier issues, these shades
are more numerous and noticeable, caused probably by less perfect machinery then in
use than that which is now employed. Many chemical changelings may be found, but
these must not be confounded with the natural shades. They may generally be detected
by an acid taste, and the texture of the paper isin most cases changed. They also have
a glossy appearance. The principal shades will be noted under the respective stamps on
which they occur.

PERFORATIONS.

The first two series of adhesives were issued unperforated. The others are gener-
ally perforated, but a few copies of nearly every issue occur imperforated through error.
However they are very rare. Specimens are offered as imperforated, having part of the
next stamp adhering, and many are puzzled as to how this occurs. The stamps were
printed in sheets of 200, and, when perforated, the middle of the sheet was left unperfor-
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ated. Before tlie sheets were sent out to the postmaster they were cut Into half through
the middle margin, and in some cases the row of stamps was cut into from one side or
the other.

Again, the perforating machine sometimes failed to do the work properly, but traces
may be found by a microscopical examination.

Some of the earlier issues occur with a double and even triple perforation. A
pair of stamps, of an issue that occurs perforated, which are in an imperforate state,
would not necessarily be from an imperforate sheet, and the only absolute assurance of an
imperforate stamp is a block of, at least, nine stamps, all of which should be unperforated.

EMBOSSING.

An embossing or grille is composed of minute indentations, which are form 1 by
a steel die, divided into very fine points, which are impressed on the stamp so as to
break the surface of the paper, which then absorbs the ink and renders washing impos-
sible. Embossing occurs on the issues of 1S68, 1869 and 1870, and is ot rectangular
form and of various sizes.

STATEMENT OF VAHEES.

In estimating the present value of the United States adhesives. | nhave followed
no catalogue or auction sale, but have made a careful estimate from various sources
and my own knowledge of the value of each stamp. The prices given are for good speci-
mens, perfectly centered, as | think it would be of more value to state prices in this con-
dition. The auction sale figures cannot be depended upon as strictly correct, as the con-
dition of a stamp, and as to whether the sale be public or private, must induence bids to

a great extent.
JuLy 1sT, 1847. FIRST IMPERFORATE ISSUE.

The issue consisted of a five and ten cent value only. This unique issue, aside
from the fact of its being the first or original issue, had several peculiar features, not imi-
tated by any of the succeeding emissions of United States stamps. The superior excel-
lence of engraving displayed in these adhesives must commend them especially to the
admiration of all lovers of Philately. In this respect it is noteworthy to observe that
they certainly have not been excelled by any of our subsequent issues, if indeed they
have been equalle.d.

The bust of Washington ir the ten cent stamps, as a specimen of fine engraving,
is imitated. Compare it with the government counterfeit, or so called reprint of 1875.
In this case the department had, of course, at its command the best talent of the country
in the line of engraving, and the attempt was made to produce a perfect fac-simile of the
original design, but Philatelists well know the comparative failure that resulted in the
imitation presenting a decided contrast to the soft lines and delicate beauty of the orig-
inal. And the like difference was almost as observable in the case of the five cent value.

The engravers of this issue were Messrs. Rawden. Wright, Hatch and Edson, and
their initials may be found in small colored capitals, at the bottom of each stamp, just
inside the border line. Another distinguishing feature of this issue, is the dark, sober
colors used, only arich black and varying shades of brown, which were not easily changed
by means of chemicals or by fading.

The five cent value may be found in a dozen or more shades, but tlie principal
ones are bronze or pale red brown, red brown, faint dark brown, dark brown, deep brown,
and bluish black. The sombre color of the ten cent value does not permit of more than
a deep black and grayish black, caused by the varying quantity of ink.

We have no means of determining as to whether different shades of ink were used
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m printing the five cent value, or whether the shades were caused through the out-
ward surroundings, through action of the gum used, or through natural changes in the
course of time.

There has been controversy regarding the color of the paper on which these stamps
were printed, hut it is now generally conceded that the entire issue was printed on paper
of a bluish cast, but varying somewhat in shade, some sheets being only faintly tinged,
and others were of a darker shade of blue. Specimens on white paper- are occasionally
offered, hut they are doubtless bleached by accidental causes or by design. Proofs, how-
ever, occur on white paper.

These two stamps are becoming more valuable each year, and within the past two
years have advanced from twenty-five cents for the five cent value, and one dollar and
twenty-five cents for the ten cent value, to fifty cents and two dollars and twenty-five
cents respectivley, and with a prospect for an equally great advance, especially of the ten
cent value in the years to come.

Owing to the rapid reduction of the postal rates, these stamps had a comparatively
short period of existence, making used specimens somewhat scarce, and as the unused
remainders in the manufacturer’s possession and the unused stamps sent in from post-
masters to be exchanged for the new issue, were all destroyed, very few stamps of this
series exist in an unused state, and they are much more scarce than is generally supposed.

These so-called reprints, issued in 1875, are not from the original plates, which were
destroyed, nor even from the original dies, but from newly engraved plates. They are
merely imitations. The imitations are both wider and shorter than the origi-
nals, and the leaf ornaments of the outer frame are much more conspicuous than in
the originals. The small initials, R. W . H. & E., in the margins are very indistinct and
almost illegible in the reprints. The paper on which they are printed is of a darker shade
of blue than that of the original issue. The gum of the originals is thin and brownish,
while in the reprints the gum is white and crackly. The mouth is smaller in the reprints
than in the originals, and the colors are brighter, the stamps having a new appearance.
These are the principal general differences.

THE FIVE CENTS.

In the original the eyes are clear and distinct, with too much white in the right
one, while in the imitation they are weak and undecided. The white cravat, in the re-
print, ends in a point on the left end of the “ F" in “Five,” while in the original, it ends
sharply on the right corner of the “ F,” The hair on the right of the head is too light
and open in the reprint. In the original it is in heavy, dark masses.

THE TEN CENTS.

The imitation lacks the delicate shading of the original; the lines are too risrid and
lack the boldness of touch and freedom of movement shown in the original. The “ 0"~
of “ Post ” is flattened at the top in the reprint and the leaf ornaments encroach on
the colorless line, inside the colored border line, in two places, at the lower right corner
of the stamp. At the right of “ Office ” inside the leaf ornament, are shown in the origi-
nal a number of short, curved dashes, which are so shaded as to resemble a coiled rope
or a chain. In the reprint or imitation, this is shown as separate dots or colored pearls'
In the original, the white cravat is separated from the inner colored line, hounding the
oval by a colorless line, above which is the colored line bounding the cravat. The lips
are larger in the original and the lower lip is shaded by three unbroken, vertical lines
and the remainder by dots or points. In the reprint the lower lip is shaded through-
out by unbroken, vertical lines.
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The expression of the eyes are different and a slight cast is shown in the right eye
of the reprint. In the original there is always a small, white square inthe top of the “5 ”
of “ Post,” which is entirely absent in the imitation. In the hair on the right of the head
just above the ear, is a small, distinct circle, with a colored centre in the reprint which
does not exist in the original, and the tie which passes around the neck, which in the
original is very distinct, can hardly lie distinguished from the coat in the reprint.

List 01* PRICES.
1847, 5c. red brown, {Fig 1) UNUSEd....ccoooimiiiiiiiiieeeee e

..................... u used h.. ....cccueee
K tight brown or bronze, (Fig. 2) unused
«« . % “oused e .

1 <4 used on original envelopes, 25% advance on above prices

) ”  pair, double price of above and advance of 40

XU ioc, black, (Fig. 4) unused......... ettt et b bt h e b he = £ehe bbbt h e b bt ae e e s s

" " “ used

“ 1 gray-black, unused.........cccceennee. i B

* il 1 used
used on original envelope, 25% advance on above prices,
pair, double price of above, and 50 advance

i of ten cents used as 5 cents on original letter 30 00
1S75, 5C. DrOWN, (Fig 5) UNUSEO .o ioieeoeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeesese e seeeeeeeeseseseseeeseeeeeeseesse s eesesseneees 100
ioc. black, (Fig. 6) SO 75

* Note. An unused copy of the ten cent value on so-called white paper was sold at the Ninth Auc-
tion Sale of R. F. Albrecht & Co., for $13.50 Used copies on white (?) paper of this value are worth

about $5.00. W. A W.
(TO BE CONTINUED).

THE PRINTERS’ VICTIM.

Bv L. H. Benton.

URCHARGES seem to have been fully discussed of late in our philatelic journals.
Some uphold them— the whole business—for what, | cannot say. It requires an ex-
pert to distinguish the genuine from a counterfeit, with enough of a degree of surety to feel
confident enough to place it in his alboum. Few ordinary collectors are able to do this,
though one writer says that any collector can tell enough to rely upon. We tell counter-
feits by comparison with originals. What originals have we with which to compare
the overprints except those which to begin with are very uncertain themselves ? And
when it is in a very few cases possible to do so, and they do not compare, how many
times is the varying specimen called a new “ variety,” and hailed with delight by the
surcharge fiend ?
Another writer upholds them and considers all points excepting the point—the
one which is to blame for it all. | refer to the speculative issues, especially of the

French colonies.
The similarity borne by a collection of surcharged stamps to a type-founder s

catalogue is appalling.
And then remember the Peruvian eyesores— those geometrical demonstrations on

stamps.
Leave Sir Charge to himself and cultivate the acquaintance of Mr. L. E. Giti-

mate. See ? The field is large and varied enough without him.
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THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA.

By Captain Ernest F. "Wurtele.
PART .
TIH E object in VIEW wrlting under the above heading, is to touch upon such

points as may present more than ordinary interest to the large number of persons
now engaged in the study of Philately, and the pleasures derived from the same.
1 ate ists of the present day require to become more conversant with those matters
appertaining directly to the means adopted for the careful handling of and the despatch-
ing of mails, as well as to a general knowledge of the inside as well as outside service
which is necessary in the performance of and jh, conducting the postal administration of
countries.
he improvements made in this respect, with reference to the United States of
America, are such as to form an excellent basis upon which to prepare a paper, and in
consequence is now presented to your notice, and which it is hoped may in a measure
serve to promote greater interest in a general way, as well as beneficial in an instruc-
tional view of the subject under consideration.

Mr. John M anamaker, the late Postmaster-General, during his term of office put
orth every endeavor to perfect the administration of his department, and with a satis-
factory result. His systematic study of the postal administration and customs of other
countries, combined with a careful consideration of the work accomplished by his
predecessors in office, and his careful thought in planning further improvements, have
all added very materially to the present efficiency of that department of the public
SBRTCE.

Statistical reports show that a continual development of every branch of the
system has gone on. The policy adopted was to meet the demands and wishes of the
people, a policy which, though in a measure entailing extra expenditure on the Depart-
ment, nevertheless must be admitted as adapting itself to the convenience of the people,
a matter of the greatest importance to them, who are by necessity compelled to make
use ol the postal service frequently, and with the majority of the people, daily.

The growth of the postal service in the past four years has been very marked, as
shown by the increase in the mileage of over seventv-five millions of miles For the
four years beginning the first of April, 1889, the receipts and disbursements from all
sources will amount to about $561,000,000, and as no defalcation of the public money
has occurred, the record can be considered as possessing more than ordinary interest.

For the four years in question, as far as can be ascertained, the net increase in

e postal revenue has exceeded eighteen and a quarter of a million of dollars, as against
about half that sum for the four preceding years, which represents a larger sum than
the gross revenue of the Department in 1861. Should the increase he maintained in a
like proportion, the gross postal revenue in 1900 will likely exceed $132,000,000. These
figures tend to show the vast amount of labor and care which is involved in this depart-
ment of the country’s service.

In 1876 (Centennial year), there were only 87 free delivery offices and less than 3 500

th'riatteill™ °ffiCeS ** N PreSent N ~ 601 of the former and 16,689 of

In 188+the railway mail service consisted of 4,356 men, while it now numbers
6,400 men well adapted in every way to their business.
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The decrease in errors has been particularly noticeable, showing that the greatest
possible care is given by the administration to the public welfare and to the selection of
such employes as will best conduce to reduce the errors to a minimum.

Four years ago, the number of errors registered against railway postal clerks was
in a ratio of i to every 3,643 pieces, while at the present time it is in the ratio of 1 to
every 5,466 pieces.

Among the leading improvements may be mentioned the following ; A postal
museum, to which a large number of foreign countries, as well as a great many Ameri-
cans, have contributed, is an established fact, as will be manifest to any visitor to the
department exhibit at the World’s Fair in Chicago.

Tests of stamp-cancelling machines, intended to hasten the despatch of mail in
the larger offices, have resulted in the award of contracts by which, under the successful
operations of the machines and at an expense of only 840,000 annually, delays are
prevented and a saving of §140,000 in the award of clerk hire has been made.

Money order facilities were extended to every office where the compensation of
the postmaster amounted to §200 or more per annum ; as a consequence, the number of
money order offices during the past four years has been increased over 80 per cent, and
the number in the last year over 50 per cent. The full execution of this order will bring
the number of money-order offices to 20,000.

The number of miles of railroad upon which the railway postal clerks perform
service has increased from something over 133,000 in 1889 to something over 165,000
in 1892.

The savings resulting from the reletting of contracts for the transportations of
mails have amounted in four years to a round million of dollars, as well as increasing the
usefulness of the service.

In the suburbs of many of the large cities quicker distributions and collections
have been provided for by means of the electric roads, and the number and extent of
the city distributions on railroad trains have been increased over 50 per cent.

The efforts of the postmaster at St. Louis to provide for the sorting of mails in
transit on street cars have, after a period of two years, been crowned with success, and
the way is opened for the application of this principle to cities generally where street
car lines radiate from the post offices.

Three new kinds of postal cards have been introduced, two of the ordinary kind,
one larger and one smaller than the one so long in use, and the third a double postal
card with paid reply.

On January the first, a new set of stamps was issued to celebrate the advent of
Columbus, to be in use during the year 1893 only.

American delegates have attended the Postal Union at Vienna and taken a
leading part in its deliberations.

Money order conventions were made with the postal administrations of the follow-
ing foreign countries Newfoundland, Bahamas, Trinidad, Tobago, Austria-Hungary,
British Guiana and Luxembourg.

Parcels post conventions between the United States and the following countries :
Leeward lIslands, Salvador, Costa Rica, Danish West India Islands, British Guiana,
Windward Islands, Eucador, and the Republic of Honduras.

(to be continued).
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CLASSES TO COLLECT.

By W. Cullen Brown.

J"0 -DA\ is a day of specialism. Each month finds us deeper and deeper into the

study of our stamps. You will find that specialists study their stamps to an extent
far greater than the general collector, for, in his limited field, his energies are not scat-
tered to the extent that those of a devoted general collector are. We all admit__and
perhaps this is one of our pet arguments as to the benefits of Philately— that the study
of our stamps, and the knowledge gained thereby, is one of the most important advan-
tages conferred by the Goddess Philately on her prostrate admirers and worshippers,
i his granted, to make a proper and advantageous study of our stamps, it is, of course,
reasonable to state that it is not wise to have a field too extensive, else it is a case of
“ k,lowmg everything, yet knowing nothing well.” For these reasons | am to-day an
exponent and supporter of specialism, and it is my intention in this article to briefly
outline a few desirable specialties.

Specialism may be practised to a greater or less extent.
have the idea that to be a specialist you must throw up the greater part of your collec-
tion and confine yourself to a single country. This idea seems to me to be sheer foolish-
ness. \\ e are all specialists of a kind. We all have some favorite country that we pre-
fer to all others, even though we collect everything from everywhere. Thus a general
collector is in a small degree a specialist, having some country he devotes more attention
to than to others. Now I shall not attempt to deal with the most important district to
collect, for in all likelihood | should find few of my opinion ; but I shall, instead of deal-
ing with the districts, on the other hand, deal with the important classes to collect,

\\ hat is to my mind one of Philately’s most interesting fields of specialism, and
one which has assumed surprisingly large dimensions of late years, is postal-card col-
lecting. \\ e can find but few collectors of postal cards of twenty years standing, yet
to-day the hosts of post card collectors only serve to show the more rapid advance of
this part of our science. From a point of beauty, postal cards are even superior to
stamps, that is, on the whole. When secured in an unused state, they are especially beau-
tiful.  1he price of cards is hut a trifle higher than those of stamps, but a post card
collector is as content with his collection of two hundred varieties as the stamp collector
is who possesses one thousand. Dealers in post cards who devote all their attention, or
the greater part of it, to dealing in postal cards, are plentiful, and as a result we are
enabled to secure both used and unused cards at very reasonable prices. Magazines
devoted solely to the interest of postal card collectors, are published both in America and
Europe, and these are doing much toward increasing the interest in this branch of Phil-
ately, The Postal Card Society of America, although the only one on this continent, is
one of the best managed Philatelic societies in existence. Its departments have a pur-
pose in view, and are in a state of great activity. Its officers are efficient, its members
earnestly interested m its success, and composed, as it is, of workers, we have a model
society. The only matter relating to postal card collecting is the arrangement of the
cards. We are now led to believe that both an English and an American dealer have
succeeded in completing an album in which the cards can be placed and shown to
advantage.

Revenue stamps have for years been despised and scorned as stamps not fit to col-
Why so ? For no other reason than that they were for revenue use, and not for postal
The cloud of ignorance which has so long hung over the eyes of collectors, hiding

Some collectors seem to

lect
use.
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from their vision this matter in its true light, is at last beginning to lift, and disclose to
their long dimmed vision their errors, mistakes, and lost opportunities of the past. In
plain words they now see their foolishness in leaving neglected so important a part of
Philately. Five years ago revenue stamps were a drug, and could be bought for a song,
but during the past year the demand has increased to such an extent that already they
are commanding prices which are in many cases one hundred fold higher than those at
which the same stamps could be bought for five years ago. The collecting of revenue
stamps was brought before Philatelists in the following manner : Dealers began pushing
and booming the revenue stamps, each dealer those of his own country (specialists gave
rise to the above), till step by step the dealer brought country after country before his
customers' notice, first United States, then Mexico, then Canada, then Great Britain,
and so on until at last the whole earth was included. At the time of writing revenue-
stamp collecting has increased to a degree even more remarkable than the increase of
postal-card collecting has been. Dealers all over the country are advertising, "Revenues
a specialty.” Great Britain supports a first class journal, published solely for revenue
collectors. | myself can see no reason whatever why revenue stamps should not occupy
the position of influence with stamp collectors that postage stamps do. As to beauty,
excellence of design, harmony of color, etc., they are in many cases superior to postage
stamps. The uplifted curtain of the future discloses to our view the time, not now far
distant, when revenue stamps will be collected equally as much as postage stamps. In
a very short time many of the rare revenue stamps which can now be bought at low
prices, will command prices quite as high as the rarer varieties of postage stamps. “ A
word to the wise is sufficient complete your sets “ while it is yet day, for the night
cometh,” and the favorable opportunity will be forever gone.

Space forbids me to deal fully with a couple of other classes of Collecting, which
are almost as equally interesting as the two named above. Entire envelopes are now
exclusively collected, especially in unused condition, in which state they probably form
the most beautiful and interesting branch of our hobby.

Again oddities are collected by many, as an outside specialty; why 1 cannot tell,
but evidently not for their beauty— albinos, mis-cuts, mis-strikes, double impressions, and
in fact anything of a like trashy nature seems to be carefully hoarded up. Don’t do it!

Another very useful specialty is that of counterfeits, which are of great value for
comparing with the genuine stamps, and the Philatelist who masters the points of differ-
ence between the genuine and the forged stamps has acquired an important portion of
his Philatelic education.

So much foi*a few interesting side specialties, for either specialists or general col-
lectors.
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DOES IT PAY ?

C O far as the dissemination of knowledge is concerned, the magazines devoted to
n Philately are by no means in the background. There is so much to be learned of and
about stamps, that the acquirement of a thorough knowledge of the science is, indeed, a
difficult task. Whatever their fault may be, therefore, our magazines are, certainly,
entitled to recognition as the foundation of Philately, the result of their establishment
being that stamp collectors have been more easily able to give and take informa-
tion cf a character mutually beneficial, thus making the collecting of stamps to be
looked upon as a vocation pursued by those possessing more than the usual amount
of intellect, instead of.as a species of crankism. To Philatelic journalism, then, in
my mind, belongs the honor of the success of Philately and the multiplication of its
adherents. It is useless to harp upon the question of the fitness of the average Philatelic
journal of this age. Taking the magazines as a whole, the better class is becoming
better, and the worse, worse; There are flaws in everything, and it is useless to
endeavor to eradicate them.

Who support stamp papers ? Dealers in and collectors of stamps. The former
by advertising, and the latter by subscription, presumably. Does it pay ? This is the
tantalizing question which confronts our dealers, and it is one in which they are person-
ally interested.

It is invariably acknowledged that an affirmative answer is the more frequent.
This, however, refers to advertising generally. Does philatelic advertising pay? That
is the question.

Pecuniarily, philatelic advertising does not pay, unless it is proceeded with in a
business-like and methodical manner. Stamp dealers and vendors are at a great
disadvantage as compared with merchants who have other wares to sell. Why ?
Because stamp dealers—the ordinary stamp dealers, | mean— all offer stamps for sale,
and they have no other way to offer them than through a stamp paper. Thus it is that
each advertiser in a stamp paper is competitive with the other advertisers, one and all.

In a monthly magazine, for example, Scribyier's or The Cosmopolitan, one thousand
and one distinctly different articles are offered, which, of course, gives each and every
advertiser a better chance than the dealer in stamps, who has nothing to offer but
stamps, and articles pertaining thereto, and nowhere to offer them except in stamp
papers.

1 have intimated that advertising will pay if it is conducted on a proper basis.
A spasmodic advertiser is, in most cases, a failure. To keep at it is your first lesson.
Remember, then, dealers, rather than insert a two inch advertisement in alternate
numbers of a paper, insert one inch in every number. You are, of course, aware that
you are among a class of people whose sole aim is identical with your own, which is to
convince stamp collectors that you sell the best and cheapest stamps. Your advertise-
ment is on a page where there are a dozen other advertisements, each of which is a direct
competitor of yours. It is needless, therefore, for me to counsel you to see that your
advertisement is attractive, and so worded as to catch the reader’'s eye. in order to do
this you must have brevity. “ Be brief.” Do not, under any circumstances, force the
compositor to set your advertisement in six point type. An inch advertisement con-
taining twenty words is ample for the space.

So far as advertisement construction is concerned, philatelic advertisers are “in
the backwoods.” Originality is displayed by few, and these few are the successful



i8 T he Canadian Journal of Philately.

dealers. In this respect, that is, lack of originality, the dealers are, in a measure,
responsible for the failure of their advertisements to bring forth fruit.

Take any stamp paper from your library, and scan its advertising pages. Fifty
per cent, of the advertisers invite you to send for their approval sheets, at various com-
missions. Fully thirty per cent, more want you to try one of their packets. A few-
only a few— advertise good stamps and attach thereto a statement of their prices. They
deal in the creme de la creme of the business.

There are, of course, exceptions to the general run of philatelic advertisements-
Notably among these is Guy W. Green’s “only one on earth.” Mr. Green has struck a
good thing; he knows it, and he keeps it up. 'Tis truly too sad, however, that so
good an advertisement should be wasted on so poor a production as The Philatelic Fraud
Reporter. “One column” liothfuchs is another effective advertiser. Mr. Rothfuchs
generally uses one column in which he enumerates the cash prices he will give or take
for certain stamps. This is far better than the blind way of asking people to “ send for
our approval sheets at 'steen per cent, commission.” E. Y. Parker is another notable
advertiser, lirevitj' appears to be his standpoint, although his advertisements do not
appear quite as regularly as they should. Who wants a better advertisement than the
inch cut that Trifet is running in all the papers ? The signature at the head attracts
attention. The wording of the advertisement is complete, yet concise. Many dealers
could take good points from such an advertisement.

Among those dealers who display ingenuity in their advertisement construction
are the Crittenden & Rorgman Company, George Kaufman, Charles Beamish, the
Mekeel Company, Southern Stamp and Publishing Company, etc., etc.

The advertising rates of American stamp journals are, in most cases, exorbitant.
Papers with a circulation of less than five hundred are generally worth nil as advertising
mediums. Their mailing list is but a fragment of a contemporary's with a larger
circulation. Still, a paper with five hundred circulation might, in some instances, pay
better than one with a circulation of five thousand. How can you judge of this?
Ordinarily by the tone of the magazine’s contents, its appearance, and the class of the
dealers who patronize its advertising columns. The best test is, unquestionably, a trial
advertisement. “ Does it pay ?” will be answered forcibly and finally in three months.’
time.

Dealers can afford to spend some money in advertising, even though it is not of
direct benefit to their business, as there is as large a margin of profit in a properly con-
ducted stamp business as in any other business on this globe. Like all other enterprises,
however, it takes capital to run.

Dealers are beginning to understand that a magazine of respectable proportions,
giving entertaining and instructive reading matter, typographically neat and editorially
well conducted, is the magazine in which to be represented. If they will eschew the
small insignificant sheets, the average returns from their advertisements will warrant

an affirmative answer to the query : “ Does it pay ?”
R. W. Ashcroft.
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YE EDITOR’S CORNER.

INTRODUCTORY.
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AN APOLOGY.

\ U E beg to offer an apology for the non-appearance of our “ Chronicle of New Issues,"”

also the colored plate which was to have accompanied the same in this number)
as the copy of it had not arrived at the time of our going to press. We shall make itup
in some future number, so onr subscribers will eventually not lose anything by its non-
appearance.

TO OUR READERS.

\AfE, on behalf of our contributors, would at all times be pleased to receive informa-
v’ tion regarding any errors in our articles which pertain to stamps, or of having in
your possession any varieties not mentioned in them. We particularly desire this of our
U.S. article, as we wish it to be as complete and correct as possible, and a reliable guide
for collectors.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

IN a letter recently received from Mr. Edward j. Kankivell, assistant editor and man-

ager of The London Philatelist, he stated that the “ Philatelic Society of London’ had
purchased the original plates or dies from which the stamps of Prince Edward Island
were printed. The society is having proofs printed off on plate paper from them for the
readers of their journal, The London Philatelist, and after that is done the dies are to be
defaced and hung up in their rooms. There will be seven plates in all. He wound up
by saying, “ We have thus saved these plates from the hands of the reprinters forever.”

COLUMBIAN ENVELOPE ERROR

"TIHROUGH the kindness of Mr. W. H. Bruce, we are the possessors of an error of
1  the one cent value of the United States Columbian envelope.

The error isin the lines which represent the parallels of longitude and latitude,
parts of some of them being missing. The first parallel of latitude south of, or below,
the equator, is missing in the globe on which the head of “ Liberty” is represented, from
the left side of it to her upper lip, and the first two parallels of longitude from the left
are missing, from the equator to the second parallel of latitude south of the equator.
The circle is broken on the left side also. We have received several used copies of this
same error during the past few weeks.

A SLIGHT DEVIATION.

A FTER sending out our advance circular, we decided on not havinf an engraved

cover, preferring to put the necessary cost of same to the advancement and better-
ment of the interior. We do not see the use of an expensive cover, as it is thrown away
when the journal is bound. Another change we decided on was not to have a review
department, at least for regular publications. We shall continue, however, to review all
occasional publications and priced catalogues of auction sales, which come under our
notice. We shall review all initial numbers of new papers, and occasional numbers of
other journals.
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UNITED STATES ISSUE OF 1847.

T H E number of adhesive stamps of this series cannot be determined exactly, hut it

may benefit our readers to know some of the figures relating to them. 4,400,000
of the “ 5 cents” value, and 1,050,000 of the “ 10 cents” value were furnished the
department, of which 3,712,000 of the “ 5 cents ” value, and 891,000 of the “ 10 cents ”
value, were distributed; a portion, to the value of $12,038.55, were returned, and exchanged
for the issue of 1S31. The amount of stamps issued of the other series can be deter-
mined, and will be found in the text of “ The Adhesive Postage Stamps of the United
States of America.”

LITERATURE.
A FRAUD LIST.

W E are in receipt of a copy of an Alphabetical list of advertised Philatelic Frauds, as

collected and arranged by A. B. Merrill. This little book is a very valuable one,
especially to dealers, as it contains a list of frauds in the several branches of Philately,
i. e., approval sheet frauds, substitutors, etc., who have been advertised at different times
by their victims and is most complete in all its details. Every other page is ruled
into spaces for the insertion of the names of new frauds, and taking it all through it is a
very handy book for reference.

NEW MAGAZINES.

Q F the initial numbers received by us since our announcement, that of The Philatelist

undoubtedly beats them all. We waited patiently for it to reach our sanctum, and
although it arrived a month later than announced, it came up to our expectations. The
first striking feature of this new magazine are the miniature portraits of the authors
which accompany their articles. After reading a rather lengthy but good Introductory,
we hasten to scan the rest of the contents The first article that takes our eye is
“ The Standard of Philatelic Literature ” by J. P. Glass and in it he discourses upon
the contents of our magazines. He denounces such trash as is met with in a good many
of our papers and winds up by saying : “ If writers will take the time to study their
albums and books, and editors will not be too squeamish about filling the waste basket,
we shall soon have an array of publications of which none need be ashamed.” We
heartily agree with him on this point and trust that a good many of our editors will take
this sound advice to heart.

When the startling announcement “ Wanted Forthwith ” met our eyes, we were
dumbstruck and thought that “ ye editor” had disgraced his journal by inserting one of
those abominable paid puffs, but when we read further, found it not to be the case. It
is a very creditable article by S. M. Graves, and in it he ably sets forth the need of an
“ International Stamp Catalogue.” “ A Comparison that is not Odious ” is the title of a
good article in which an issue of a stamp magazine of a decade ago and one of the present
day is compared by C. E. Severn, who is fast becoming one of our acknowledged leading
writers in Philatelic Literature. Among the other equally meritorious articles which
make up this creditable initial number are an “ Autobiography of a Stamp” by Charles
Jenny; notes from different quarters of the globe; “ Editorial” ; “ To an old Collecting
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Friend,” by Guy W. Green ; “ A Song of My Album,” by Roy F. Greene, and the open-
ing parts of an' “ Auction Epitome of United States Stamps,” compiled by H. C.
Beardsley. We all have our likes and dislikes, and we do not approve of the idea of
having some articles in smaller type than others, as it looks “ crowded” ; rather had some
of those editorials been left out and the same sized type used throughout. Doubtless
owing to the scarcity of good engravers out in the “ far west,” the cuts, and that of the
cover especially, are far from being works of art.

The next in order of merit though not in size is The Ohio Stamp. It comes to us
looking (¢resit, and its typography very good. There is nothing much of any import-
ance in the way of good reading. The contents are made up of “ Notes from Ohio,"*
“ Notes on U. S. Stamps,” “ Editorials " and *“ Jottings,” A few papers are reviewed
in a special column devoted to that purpose. A slight fault with it, however, is the
mixing up of the reading matter with the advertisements, or vice versa.

Another newone is The Collector's Review, a very neat four-page paper from Denver.
It contains scrne good readable matter, and typographically is very neat. This is a good
point in its favor, as mostly all the new papers come to hand very bad in this respect.

The second largest in size and also the first to be welcomed (?) to our sanctum
was The lllinois Philatelist. This is the worst looking one in all respects received by
us. There is nothing of special merit to need comment upon in this number. It has
one good point in its favor, however, “ out on time,” as promised.

ART IN PHILATELY.

By J. P. Glass.

TT certainly will require little or no demonstration to show that art is not only possible,
1 but really to be found in connection with Philatelic pursuits. But it may sound like
a wild statement to say that without art there can be no true philately. However, this
is a statement | shall take the responsibility of making, and if 1 become entangled there-
by in difficulties from which there is no escape, my blood be upon my own head.

First, then, without art in some form, and to some degree, there would be no
stamps to begin with. Of course in many of the earlier issues, and in too great a num-
ber of the current ones, there would be considerable difficulty in tracing any semblance
of anything worthy the name, but it must be acknowledged that in most stamps may be
seen indisputable evidence of artistic skill and taste, both in the invention of the design
and in its execution. Then, too, in the matter of colors, it is becoming more and more
the practice to employ those shades which are more pleasing to the eye in preference
to those brindle and washed-out looking alleged colors so common in the oldest issues.
But all this has to do with the manufacture of stamps, which, however necessary to Phil-
ately it may be, certainly can not be called a branch of Philately itself. What | whnt
to speak of principally is the necessity of art in Philately and its importance to the suc-
cess of a collection.

The Philatelist must have a certain degree of artistic taste and ability. Of course
we do not select a stamp upon its artistic merits. That would be the height of absurd-
ity. A collector, whether a specialist or a general collector, chooses a stamp because it
completes or helps to complete his collection. Neither does the evidence of art in the
design regulate the value of a stamp, which is of course based upon the genuineness,
rarity, and sometimes other minor points in no way connected with the beauty or work-
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manship of the stamp itself. But in this day of specialism—and who shall deny that
this plan cf collecting is not daily growing more popular ?— printed albums are rapidly
giving place to blank albums. Here it is that may be seen the artistic taste or the lack
of it which makes or mars the beauty of a collection. It is not human nature to look
for a long time at anything which is not in and of itself pleasing to the eye. And a badly
arranged collection in a blank album is certainly not a pleasing thing, no matter how
many rarities it may contain. Does it not require an artistic eye and executive skill to
arrange stamps tastefully ? They should be mounted with regard to shape, size and
relative position as well as in sets, Tn fact, | think in mounting stamps in a blank album
more notice should be given to the symmetrical arrangement than to the chronological
placing of the stamps. Just one more word in this line, and | rejoice to know that there
are indeed very few who class themselves with advanced collectors to whom this word is
necessary. No one is an artist in this line who permits tor a moment anything in his album
or among his mounted specimens which is in any degree removed from neatness. So
important is this that rather than have one finger mark or one little blot or tear on a
page, it would be far better to remove the entire page and insert another.

What | wanted most to speak of, however, is art in Philatelic journalism. Phil-
ately has reached that stage where a few poorly edited and more poorly printed papers
not only will not suffice, but ought not to exist. The art of journalism and printing is
so far advanced that good papers are not only possible, but ought to be demanded. Phil-
atelists want good papers, and should give them their support. Blurred printing, bad
spelling, nightmare engravings, have no more place in Philatelic journalism than else-
where, and should not be tolerated. Art need not be confined to illustrated magazines,
but has a place in the printed page just as truly as in the most elaborate engraving. It
is gratifying to notice that high-class magazines are appearing, and itis to be hoped
they will receive the support of Philatelists everywhere. Of course we should also
demand a good quality of reading as well as artistic and pleasing workmanship on the
mechanical make up, but where the latter is found it is hardly likely the former will be
lacking. The two travel hand in hand. | remember noticing in a book | was reading
some years ago a peculiar misquotation of a well-known saying, in which printing was
spoken of as “ the art deservative of ail arts.” “ Well, that is not so bad. If any
art is “ deservative,” or deserving of support, it is good printing. Let us not look
always for the cheapest, but for the best.

CANADIAN REVENUE STAMPS.

By J. R. Hooper.

AIfITHOUT a doubt the most handsome sets of fiscal stamps in the world will be found
n in those which have been and are now issued in the Dominion of Canada. This
factor probably has a great deal to do with the large and ever-growing number of
Philatelists who have taken up this branch of collecting. At one period, namely, a
dozen years ago, hardly anyone thought it worth while to go into the collecting of
revenue stamps. Now, things have changed, and about nine out of every ten Canadian
collectors either make a specialty in one or the whole of the many exceedingly beautiful
sets emitted by our own country. It isjust beginning to dawn upon many that there
are certain fiscals belonging to the Dominion which are exceedingly rare, and have a
decided monetary value. | have never seen a complete collection of Canada revenues
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comprising law, bill, tobacco, spirit license and other stamps. At the same time |
believe | have seen the best collection known to exist at the present da;’, and containing
close on one thousand varieties each.

These revenues may be divided into two classes, i.e., those which have an
expressed value on their face, and those which have no value designated. In the former
I class the three issues of bill stamps, the law stamps issued by the various provinces,
those issued by the Federal Government for the Supreme Court, the weights and
measures, and the gas inspection stamps. With the second class, we place the tobacco
stamps, ribbon, square, diamond and cigarette, also the petroleum, spirit, bonded permits
and lock seal stamps. Collectors are apt to draw the line on those stamps which have
a monetary value expressed. Thus they will collect the “ gas inspection ten cents." and
leave out the “ cut plug quarter pound/’ although, in one sense they are both the same,
inasmuch as they represent duty paid to the Crown. Owing to the frequent changing
of the tariff and customs duties, it would be impossible to put the actual value in money
on the engraving ot each ot the tobacco or customs excise stamps*

With such stamps, however, as the bonded revenue permits, and lock seal labels,
we have what might be classed by some as a third-class, as they do not necessarily
denote a tax on revenue paid or to be paid. Yet they form a part of our great revenue
system of the present day. Of the law stamps proper, the Supreme Court is issued by
the Federal or Dominion Government, and the others by the various Local or Provincial
Governments. These present a very artistic series, and the varied colors are on a line
with the beautiful engravings. The symbolical figure of “ Justice ” is depicted on most
of the latter. To my personal taste | admire the higher values of the second and third
issue bill stamps, with the Supreme Court and Quebec Law next in order.

Which is the rarest Canada revenue ? This is a question most difficult to
answer. Before the Quebec Government gave some cancelled specimens of the $10,
820 and 830 law stamps to collectors, these stamps were certainly a great rarity. Being
placed on documents of great importance, combined with a very infrequent use, they rank
as real rarities. 1 have never seen a genuinely used specimen, but have seen several
“ cancelled to order.” But the Local Government, having become pestered with appli-
cations, promptly shut down decisively on giving any of these stamps away, so there is
a possibility of these high values again taking rank where they properly belong. The
Si third issue bill stamp, surcharged “ N.S.” is looked upon by many as being the rarest
fiscal in Canada. | believe | have seen as many, if not more, of the S3 value than the
$2 value, yet both are rare. Recently, we are told, these surcharges have been counter-
feited. If done with the exact type— not a thing impossible— they will prove to be very
dangerous to collectors. At the sale of my own revenue collection in New York, the
S30 Quebec Law, cancelled to order, only brought Si0.25, and the S3 “ N-S." sold for
S10.50. These prices are certainly much too low, but not indicative of the rarity ot the
stamps, but simply that there was no demand for them in that market.

The red lock seal labels are very scarce, while the blue are common enough. Of
the first issue Canada Bill stamps, the $2 and $3 appear to be plentiful unused, due
to remainders, but the 8i unused is very scarce, and | know positively there are no
quantity of them in the source from which the other values emanated. Of the second
issue, the $2 red and purple is much scarcer than the S3 red and indigo, of which there
is a stock unused held by a party. The third issue is a cheap set and easily obtainable,
either used or unused, large quantities being held by dealers and collectors, or rather
speculators. | have never seen a specimen of the S3 value, blue with black centre, that
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i would guarantee. | have, however, seen a number of the green with black cen tre
changed chemically to blue. 1 do not doubt the existence of this error, hut, unless
positive proof is forthcoming of its genuineness, what are we to do, particularly when
they are quoted at 8§10 to £%15 each ?

The Supreme Court stamps have been had unused at face value by certain
collectors, and none of them are rare. The ipio gas and the I;no value" red weights
and measures stamps are hard to obtain, but neither are rare. Manitoba presents
probably the rarest of the law stamps in her provisional issues of 1877 and 1881-2,
W hen we get a proper catalogue of all the issues, with different varieties of surcharges, it
will then be seen the large number there is for this Province, Instead of five of the
provisional issue, there will be nearer twenty-five varieties, some almost unique, and
most of them unobtainable, except for large sums. Altogether Manitoba will give
nearly one hundred varieties of law stamps, Nova Scotia but one value and three varieties,
New Brunswick and British Columbia each seven varieties.

The Quebec assurance stamps are most difficult to obtain and the collector with
the full set from one cent to £5 has a value of at least £3% to S40. The 84 and £5 are
each worth over £510. In the weights and measures stamps we will find not only the regis-
tered numbers across the top and in the centre, but of different sized type. In the third
issue bill stamps there will be found different papers, the thick wove being the commonest;
the dollar values are on thick and thin wove, and most of the “ cents"” on so-called
ribbed paper—in reality a wove paper slightly ribbed.

Altogether the collection of revenue stamps is very interesting, and in due time
they will become a much more prominent feature in Philately than at present. | have
no hesitation in saying that | believe the best collection of Canada revenues is in the
possession of Mr. H. E. Deats, a prominent United States collector.

THE PHILATELIE FIELD OF THE UNITED STATES.

An Epitome.

Bv L, H Benton.

T H E field afforded to the United States specialists is so vast and diversified, and the
* number of devotees to this section so great, that | think a complete epitome of the
various classes of stamps found will be of no little interest, lienee this article.

To begin with, there are no less than eighty-six different values expressed upon
them. Of the “ cent” values there are 36, as follows : 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 7$, 8, 9, to, 12,
iith, 15, i6f. tS, 20, 24, 23, 30, 33-U 36, 37, 40, 45, 48, 50, 60, 70, 72, 75, 80, 84, 90, 95
and 96. That leaves fifty “ dollar ” values as follows : 1.00, 1.14, 1.20, 1.25, 1.30, 1.40,
1.45, 1.50, 1.60, 1.70, 1.75, l.go, 1.92, 1.95, 2.00, 2.20, 2.40, 2.45, 2.50, 3.00, 3.50, 4.00,
5.00. 3.30.6.00.7.00, S.oo, 900, 10.00, 12.00, 14.00, 15.00, 19.00, 20.00, 24,00, 25.00,
28.00, 3000, 36.00, 3800, 4000, 45 00, 4800, 50.00, 56.00, 60.00, 100.00, 200.00, 500.00
and 5,000.00.

Now to class all these stamps. We begin with ;

I, Postage: B. Carrier.

A. Provisional: Alexandria, Baltimore, C. General issue :
Brattleboro', Millbury, New Ha- 1. Adhesive.
ven, New York, Providence, and 2. Envelope.

St. Louis. 3. Letter-sheet.
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4.
5.
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Wrapper.
Card.

Newspaper, or Periodical.
Special Delivery.

Unpaid, or “ Due."
Official Department :

Agriculture.
Executive.
Interior.
Justice.
Navy.
Post Office :
a. Adhesive :
1. Regular.
2. Seal.
b. Envelopes.
State.
Treasury.
War :
a. Adhesive.
b. Envelope.
c. Wrapper.

H. Locals:

1.
2.
. Sanitary, Fail or Bazaar Stamps :

S N

7

Letter Express.
Parcel Delivery.

Albany, N Y.

Boston, Mass.

Brooklyn, N.Y.
Philadelphia and New York.
Springfield, Mass.
Stamford, Conn.
Washington, D.C., etc.

2. Telegraph.
3. Telephone.
4. Revenue :

A.

1,

Internal :

Document:
ii. Adhesive :
* Agreement,”
“ Bank Check.”
“ Bill of Lading.”
“ Bond.”
“ Certificate."
fi. “ Charter Party."
“ Contract.”
“ Conveyance.”
9. “ Entry of Goods.”
lo. “ Express.”

abrwbde

© ~

Journal

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.

N OA WN

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24.

23.

26.
27.
28.

of Philately.

Foreign Exchange.”
Inland Exchange."
insurance."

Lease."

Life Insurance."
Manifest."
Mortgage.”

Original Process,"
Passage.Ticket."
Playing Cards.”
Power of Attorney.”
Probate of Will.”
Proprietary.”
Protest."”

“ Surety Bond."

“ Telegraph.”

“ U.S. Inter. Revenue."
“ Warehouse Receipt "

b. Printed on Document :

Check I Series of Boston. New
Draft - York, Philadelphia
Receipt J and St. Louis.

Agreements, Bills of Exchange,

—

Bills of Lading, Bills of Saie,

Brokers’ Notes, Certificates,
Contracts, Life Insurance
Policies, Original Process,
Passage Tickets, Pawners’
Checks, Powers of Attorney,
Protests, Proxies, Satisfac-

tions of Judgments, Sheriffs’
Returns, Warehouse Receipts,
and Weighers' Returns.

Beer.
Cigar.

. Cigarette. 1
. Cotton (brass),
. Distillery Warehouse Receipt.

Hydrometer.

License (not

included elsewhere

in this list).

Lock Seal.
Oleomargarine.

Liquor Dealer’s License,
it. Retail.

b. Wholesale.

Snuff.

Spirits (various).
Tobacco.
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15. Private Proprietary Stamps :
A Match :
1. Adhesives:
a. Private Design.
b. 1st Issue “ Proprietary" sur-
charged.
2. Wrappers.
B. Medicine :
1. Adhesives.
ft. Private Design.
b. 1st issue “ Proprietary " sur-
charged.
In. 1st Issue “ Playing Cards”
surcharged.
&2 Not specified by name, -sur-
charged.
2. Wrappers.
C. Playing Cards.
1. Private Design.
2. 1st Issue “ Bank Check” sur-
charged.
2u. 1st Issue “ Express" surcharged.
2b. 1st Issue “ Playing Cards” sur-

charged.
2c. 1st Issue “ Proprietary" sur-
charged.
2rf. Not specified by name, sur-
charged.

D. Canned Fruit.
E. Perfumery :
1. Private Design.
2. 1st lIssue “ Playing Cards” sur-
charged.
2a. 1st Issue “ Proprietary ” sur-
charged.
2b. Not specified by name.
B. “ Fiscals,” (State Revenues) ;
1. Alabama.
2, California :
a. General (State Revenue).
b. Bill of Lading.
c. State Tax.
1. Exchange.

2, Insurance.
3. Passenger Ticket.
3. Louisiana :
a. Law.
b. Lottery.
4. Nevada.
5. Oregon (Insurance),
5. Fee Stamps :
A. New York Custom House (8 values).
B. Postal Note.

6. Miscellaneous :
A. Royalty.
B. Savings Bank.
C. Meat Inspection, etc.
7. Early Colonial Duty Stamped Paper.
A. Pre-Revolutionary, (values in
pence).
B. Post Revolutionary (values in cents.)
Issued by: Connecticut, Delaware,
Georgia, Maryland, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
York, North Carolina, Pennsyl-
vania, Perth Amboy, Philadelphia,
Rhode Island, South Carolina,
Vermont, Virginia, and used in
general among "the colonies for the
following documents :

Printed Bill of Lading.

Notice of Protest.

Promissory Note (written).
Power of Attorney (written).
Printed Promissory Note.
Printed Bill of Exchange.

Bill of Exchange (written 1
Printed Insurance Agreement.
Insurance Policy.

Printed Power of Attorney.
Printed Bond.

Supervisor’s Documents. N. V.,
Mass., P. Amboy, R.l., and Phila.
Sight Drafts.

Retail Liquor Dealers’ Licenses
(city and country).
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And then there are the Confederate States, General Issue and Provisionals, and

among the latter are to be found :

e That is, other issues than first, or the '78 “ Proprietaries.”



2« T he Canadian Journal oi- Philately.

1. Athens, Ga. 23. Mobile, Ala.

2, Baton Rouge, La. 24. Montgomery, Ala,
3. Charleston, S.C. 25. Nashville, Tenn.

4, Clinton, La. 26. New Orleans, La.
5. Columbia. S.C. 27. Okolona, Miss.

6. Danville, Ya. 28. Petersburg,, Ya.

7. Fayetteville, Ga, 29. Pittsylvania C. H., Ya.
S. Fredericksburg, Ya. 30. Pleasant Shade, Ya.
9. Goliad, Tex. 31. Raleigh, N.C.

10. Greenville, Ala. 32. Rheatown, Tenn.
11. Helena, Tex. 33. Richmond, Va.

12. Henderson, Ga. 34, Ringgold, Ga.

13. Kingston, Tenn. 35. Salem, N.C.

14, Knoxville, Tenn. 36. Selma, Ala.

15. Lenoir, N.C. 37. Spartanburg, S.C.
16. Livingston, Ala. 38. Statesville, N.C.
17. Lynchburg, Ya. 39. Tellice Plains, Ya.
18. Macon, Ga. 40. The Plains, Ya.

19. Madison, Fla. 41. Tusctimbia, Ala,
20. Marion, Ya. 42, Unioniown, Ya.

21. Memphis, Tenn. 43. Wharton, Tex.

22. Milledgeville, Ga. And probably many others.

The United States issues, or has issued, more stamps than any one country,
though to be sure we do not see many stamps of certain classes of other countries, that
is, there are more fiscals, locals, etc., than we ever dream of ; still Uncle Sam is undoubt-
edly ahead.

The Scott Stamp and Coin Co., in their 53rd edition catalogue, note nearly 2,200
varieties of United States stamps.

Besides these there are nearly 300 fiscals (276, to be precise), of which 246 are of
California, and several hundred others, as is apparent by the foregoing synopsis. And
then the shades ! Taken all in all, the total number of collectable varieties must be in
the vicinity of the 3,000 mark.

is it any wonder, then, that so many who become specialists turn to the United
States of America for a model and ample field ? A field in which the philatelic collec-
tor and student can wander on forever, and yet always find something new to take up
his attention.

Apropos to this, here is something to ponder over. How many varieties is it
possible to obtain of the 3 cent 1851-57 specimen? Suppose | tell you a thousand!
Impossible !' Not so! Now watch ! There are said to he, on good authority, some-
thing like 300 shades of this stamp. We’ll take 100 of them, the most distinct ones.
Of the regular perforated ones there are the 100 ; count another set with the frame, or
“ outer line," that makes 200; of the regular variety there exist specimens with a line
some distance at left, also at right, that is 200 more— total 400 ; same with the frame—
200 more— total 600 ; the}' also exist with the outer line turned in to the engraving — 100
more— total 700 ; the unperforated ones count 100 more ; the left and right lines give
200 more; and the “ bent line" 100 more; total 1,100 ! This is a possibility, not a
probability, and as there is no crank to undertake the task, why we’ll have to leave the
proof to the future.

Such is Thi Philatelic Field 0/ the United States.
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A PHILATELIC LEGEND.

Bv Lewis CL Quackenbush.
CHAPTER .

T'JIEKE is a story, almost old enough to be called a tradition, which the stamp col-

lectors of Paris are never tired of telling. Outside of Parisians, few of those to
whom the name of that great French Philatelist, Lucius Fontaigne, is familiar, have ever
heard the romantic tale which certain Philatelic veterans delight to rehearse to the
younger collectors of to-day.

About the spring of 1856, the residents of the vicinity were surprised at the news
that the old house at the corner of the line de Normandie and the Rue de Saintonge,
tenantless for more than twenty years, was at last rented and occupied. The building was
a quaint old structure, magnificent in its time, and even then retaining a certain dignity
in its decay. It had been occupied by the Due d’Authon when that treacherous nobleman
was at the height of his popularity, bill since his death it had, for some reason, never
found a tenant. Perhaps it was because Varkoff, the Russian ambassador, was believed
to have been murdered there ; or perhaps because the neighbors told vague stories of
lhe ghosts and goblins that were popularly believed to take possession of the deserted
building after nightfall. At least the large handsome dwelling grew old and faded in
solitude, and there was not a man, woman or child in that portion of the city who would
have spent a night in the old house for a fortune. ft was, therefore, an interesting, as
well as a startling event to the whole community, when the house was renovated and
aired, furniture moved in, and a family actually took possession.

I he family was not a large one ; only an old man and a young girl of some ten
or twelve years, probably his grand-daughter, besides a couple of servants. The man was
probably not as old as he appeared to be. His form seemed to indicate that he had
aged more from weight of care than any other cause. His slight figure was still erect
and his step was firm.  Only his close shaven face looked aged and wrinkled. It was
some time before even Ills name was learned. Even then, there were few who believed
that His real name was \ adeaux. At that time there were many prominent men who
found it prudent to live in retirement, and the neighborhood believed that he was one of
these. Many were the wild guesses made as to his identity, and he was the great topic
for gossip in the vicinity for years ; yet, if he knew it, it affected him not. M. Vadeaux
seldom left his house : his grand-daughter, Marie, almost never, and as far as knowledge
of what went on inside was concerned, the neighborhood knew no more of it than they
did when the ghosts were the sole occupants. The figure of the girl was often seen at
the windows looking wistfully out at the children playing across the way. Her life must
have been a dull one, shut up without companionship in the gloomy building; but the
old man seemed to desire seclusion from all human beings. Perhaps he had good reason
for it. Even the servants were little wiser than total strangers concerning their master’s
affairs.  They had their own part of the house and never left it, except when ordered.
There was one room, M. Vadeaux’s especial sanctum, that they were never allowed to
enter on any pretext. This room was at the north-east corner of the house, in the top
storey ; and there M. Vadeaux spent a large portion of his time. The fame of this
mysterious room went abroad in the neighborhood (via the local gossips; ; someone
dubbed it the “ lion’s den,” and the neighborhood was quick to snatch at the name.
Some one said that lie was a magician and an alchymist, and ail the inhabitants of that
quarter trembled at tire words. But M. Vadeaux went his way untroubled, apparently
unconscious that the children avoided him, and that the parents looked at him askance.
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I have said that the children avoided him ; there were a few hold spirits who did
not, and leader among these few was young Lucius Fontaigne. He was a sturdy lad,
hold and venturous. He came of a line of soldiers, and perhaps that accounted for his
bravery. At an;- rate he scorned to fear the harmless appearing old man, and laughed
at the cowards who did. Whenever he passed M. Vadeaux he always saluted him, and
in time Vadeaux began to return his salutations. Perhaps it was the contrast between
his hearing and that of his companions that first aroused Yadcaux’s interest in the bo;,
or it may have been bis manly face and bright eyes. At least, Lucius was surprised, and,
spite of his bravery, a little startled, when one day M. Vadeaux proposed to engage him
as his valet. At first lie was inclined to refuse the oiler, but he was almost a young man
now, and he knew that the money would he a great help to his widowed mother, who,
poor woman, had hard work to support herself and son; so at last he consented. Never-
theless, it was with-some trepidation that the next day he stood upon the threshold and
lifted the old-fashioned knocker. For an instant, as he stood there looking at the gloomy
old pile, a strong inclination to draw- hack almost mastered him, but the next moment the
door was opened by Vadeaux himself, and he stepped boldly forward to meet his fate in
more ways than one.

CHAPTER Il

It was an eventful morning for Lucius when lie was first summoned to attend M.
Vadeaux at his study, known abroad has the “ lion’s den.” He had been an inmate of
the house for several weeks, and life there seemed to run along pleasantly and smoothly;
his work was light and his position altogether a pleasant one. To Marie, his coming had
been like a stream of sunshine, for he brightened the old house by his merry ways, am!
M. Yadeaux seemed pleased that Marie should have a companion to make the days
lighter, and relieve the tedious monotony which the young girl had chafed under so long.

The summons to go to the study, which came so suddenly to Lucius that morning,
recalled to his mind all the stories that had ever been current in the neighborhood about
that same room. As he mounted the stairs leading to it, every story of magic and the
black art which he had ever heard came back to him, and. after knocking at the door
and being bidden to come in, it required all his courage to enter. He timidly turned the
knob, stood for an instant on the threshold, and then, taking a step forward, actually
found himself in the dreaded room.

A strange sight met his eyes. The room was a fair sized one, well lit up by one
large window in the roof. It was nicely furnished, but it was not the furniture at which
Lucius stared in wonder, for everywhere, on the desk at which M. Vadeaux was seated,
on the two large tables that stood in the centre of the room side by side, on the walls in
large frames, on the little stands and cabinets that occupied every available corner, even
on the chairs, and here and there upon the uncarpeted floor, were scattered myriads of
postage stamps in many sizes and colors. Postage stamps were everywhere in endless
profusion and confusion. Lucius had never before heard of stamp collecting, yet in one
instant all fear of the room was removed, and from that moment he was a stamp collector.

M. Vadeaux was gratified at the boy’s evident interest in his treasures, and after
that he and Lucius spent hours together every day studying and arranging the vast
accumulation. M. Vadeaux, although he has been long since forgotten, was one of the
very earliest to become interested in stamp collecting. During his exile it had been his
main occupation to gather stamps from every quarter of the globe, and he had accumu-
lated millions, many of them common, it is true, but also many of great rarity and value.
The best of his stamps were arranged in large blank books (stamp albums were unknown
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then), and there was one volume in particular, in which his very choicest specimens were
placed, which Lucius was wont to regard with great reverence and which M. Yadeaux
prized far more than anything else lie possessed. The contents of the hook were indeed
valuable in monetary worth, for even in those early days, rarities were highly esteemed
and highly priced. Many of the greatest rarities were to be found in this wonderful book,
which they called the Silver Look, from the color of its binding, and it is no wonder that
with such an inspiration Lucius was soon madly enthusiastic over the pursuit. He
accompanied M. Yadeaux to the importers’ warehouses, where many foreign stamps could
lie procured ; he went with him to the few stamp shops then in existence; he helped him
at home in the study and arrangement of the collection ; and it was not long before his
place in the household came to be one of trust, more like a son’s than a servant’s.

A half dozen years went quickly by, and with each one Lucius rose higher in the
old man’s regard. Together thev filled the Silver Book until the value of the stamps
within it made tt worth a thousand times its weight in gold. In those few years Lucius
had grown into a young man of splendid promise, strong, active, and intelligent, and
Marie was just blossoming into a beautiful womanhood ; yet M, Vadeaux, absorbed in
bis one hobby, had remained unconscious that in his own dwelling another chapter of
the old, old story was being recorded. After his duties of the day were over, Lucius
was always to be found with Marie. Shut up in the lonely house, the young people
naturally sought each other’s society ; they studied together ; they read together ; they
grew up together; and 'twas little wonder that in time they pledged to pass through life
together. They were both of them a little fearful of M. Yadeaux, whose manner was
always cold, even with Marie, although deep down in his heart he regarded her with
pride and affection : but still it was hopefully and gladly that the young lovers went to
the old man one morning, and. having told their story, petitioned his blessing and consent.

Perhaps it was from some of bis own recollections of high rank of power and
authoritv, or perhaps it was because Marie was really of noble lineage, that when he
was thus rudely awakened from his blindness he was displeased. In fact, he was
enraged at what he considered Lucius’ audacity. It needed few words to emphasize
his displeasure. One sentence was sufficient to peremptorily discharge Lucius from his
employment. In another he forbade Marie to see or speak with him agam, and then he
turned coldly to his desk, hardened against the earnest, impetuous words of Lucius and
the sobs and pleadings of Marie. At last, in despair, they left him, and then Lucius
tried to persuade her to leave the old man and go with him, but she was too loyal to her
grandfather for that, and though her love for Lucius was as strong as ever, and she felt
as deep grief over their parting as did he, she refused to desert the old man, and Lucius,
downcast and despairing, went out forever from the house that had been almost a home
to him and began to fight the battle of life alone,

CHAPTER 111

One night, about a year after Lucius’ dismissal, a gendarme pacing his lonely
beat on the Rue de Saintonge noticed an unusually vivid glare lighting up one end of the
avenue, and, rushing to the spot, found that the D’Anthon residence, in which that queer
old recluse, Vadeaux, now lived, was on fire. Then that harsh, dreaded cry of “ Fire”
rose on the air, and almost in an instant the streets were all tumult and confusion. The
inhabitants of the neighborhood rushed out half dressed and crowded together
tremblingly near the burning building, watching the progress of the flames.

The fire had started at the hack of the house, no one knew just how, and was
working its way to the front so rapidly that little effort was made to save the building ;
the only thing that could be done was to prevent the conflagration from spreading
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further. The halls and stairways in from were already fillingwith smoke, and M.
Yadeaux and Marie, aroused by the two servants who had been the first to hear the
gendarme’s warning cry, had readied the open air almost suffocated. @ They had saved
nothing except the clothes they wore. There was little amongtheworn and faded
furniture that they would have cared to save, but as M. Yadeaux looked up at the
windows of his study, around which the smoke was already curling in fantastic figures,
lie remembered Ins stamps witli a pang, and his heart almost stood still as he thought of
losing that wonderful Silver Hook, which had been his study and companion for years,
which a fortune could not replace, and which was a fortune in itself.

He started forward in sudden excitement, and would have rushed headlong into
the burning building to save that precious volume, had not some of the bystanders held
him back. He raged at them for restraining him, and pleaded to be released, and then
realizing his helplessness, he began to offer fabulous rewards to any daring spirit who
would save the book. He turned to the croud which filled the street, and pointing up
to the study windows, briefly described the Silver Book and its location, and offered a
thousand francs for its recoverv, Xo one moved. A few shuddered. He offered two,
then three, then five thousand, without avail. Twas risking life at great odds to venture
there. The reward might have tempted some one had it not been for the universal fear of
the dwelling; but even the boldest shrank back as the flames rose from the roof in a dozen
places, and seemed every minute to draw nearer to the corner of the building on which
all eyes had been directed, since M. Yadeaux had made his startling offer. There was
just a small chance for success, and this chance was growing smaller every second.

M. Yadeaux looked on the crowd around him for a moment in despair, then in a
last effort he cried, “ Ten thousand ! Ten thousand francs to the man who brings the
Silver Book safely to me.”

The crowd was silent. Not a man moved, though it would have been a fortune
to many. Did Isay no one moved? What, then, is that figure that has suddenly
detached itself from the crowd and rushed swiftly for the doorway ? Can it be there is
a man so daring, or is it one of the spirits that haunt the place ? Look ! He has gone
out ofsight up the staircase, up into the dark dense smoke, up into the jaws of death.
Will he live to claim his reward ? The mob, a minute before noisy and talkative, holds
its breath in horror. Yadeaux stands like a statue, his eyes glued upon the doorway
where the adventurous man has disappeared, apparently unconscious that Marie has
fainted. What ails the old man ? Can it be that he knew that brave man who is ven-
turing his life somewhere in the dark building ? Why does he, for an instant, cover his
eyes as if to shut out the sight of the burning building, and then gaze on it again with
tenfold more anxiety in his eye than before ? The brave heart in there must have per.
ished ere this, or he would have returned. See 1 A great shaft of flame rises at the very
edge of the roof. He’'slost, indeed. Why ! What’s that ?

A mighty cheer suddenly goes up, for there in the doorway stands the man, alive
and safe. M. Vadeaux, his eyes almost starting from their sockets, starts forward.

“ Lucius ! Lucius " he cries, “ thank God,” and Lucius, with one mighty effort,
totters to the old man’s side, and places in his hands the precious book, still sound,
though badly singed and scorched, but not more scorched and burnt than he who saved

it, and falls exhausted at his feet.
* * 4 \% Vv *

A few months afterward Lucius and Marie were married in the new house on the
Rue de Saintonge that had risen from the ashes of the old, and M. Yadeaux. as a fitting
gift, presented the happy couple with the Silver Book.
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state price wanted and enclose stamp for return of MSS., in case it is not acceptable or unavailable
We desire correspondents in every quarter of the globe to send us early notification of new issue-
and to send ua a specimen for illustration. We will give due acknowledgment for any such favors’
unless otherwise directed We are willing to pay cash for any specimens sent, or to return them,
if desired. In all letters of enquiry always enclose stamp to ensure a reply, and never fail to
give full name and address each time you write.
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soliloquy of A philatelic publishe,

discontinue,

And by discontinuing end them ? To edit : to publish 1

jSo more ; and by a discontinuation to end

¥It|'at pﬂgl’lgﬁiérs are he. r to Ustlslda consumsmhg |J§)Sn
Devoutly to be wished. To discontinue ;
ea, to discontinue : but there’s the rub 1’
Cor by that act what scoffs and jeers may come
U lien we have shuffled off this burden
Must give us pause :
For who would bear the reviewer's caustic words,
The dw 'w'wl." a”d the S*bsCriber's complaints,
The insolence of creditors and the ridicule
Uur friends us give,
\\ hen we ourselves might our quietus make
By discontinuing ? Who would fardels bear,
o grunt and sweat under a weary task.

re ridilﬁ'e orc d ﬂ5°mefhmg after discontinuation,
'

Bhan fly to others that we know not of?

ius reflection does make cowards of us all 1
And thus the native hue of resolution
Is sickbed o’er with the pale cast of thought
And acts to B of great pith and moment

ith tins regard their currents turn awry
And lose the name of action.
Charles H. Huberich.

T Ith apologies to William Shahespeare‘ Esq,, deceased.
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TAKE YOUR CHOICE.

HE conservative idea entertained by many collectors, which disapproves the collec-

L  tion of stamps, except in the established lines and manner, is now being generally

disabused. In its stead, a spirit of liberality prevails, which allows one to collect any.

thing in the way for which one may have an especial liking, and still be considered as a
true Philatelist.

The one thing essential is, that he be sincere in following his particular plan, and
not be an adherent of some unusual method, so as to achieve a bit of notoriety by the
singularity of his manner of collecting stamps. If a person desires to collect all his
stamps on the original envelopes, or in pairs, it is no longer gainsaid that he is not so
ardent a Philatelist, and worthy the name, as the one who collects in the usual way.

A Philatelist isone who not only accumulates stamps, but who also studies them ;
but by the word stamps, as now understood, considerable latitude of meaning is
allowed.

The one who confines his collecting to Russian locals is thought to be as real a
Philatelist as any : and collectors agree with practical unanimity on these and similar
cases, On one point, however, it appears that the great body of collectors is divided in
opinion, and that is the wisdom of collecting in the immense field of minute and trilling
varieties.

That is a question on which there is a great diversity of opinion. Those who
uphold the collection of the minor varieties, claim that it is scientific collecting such as
demands study and research , and that those who overlook these varieties are lacking
in some of the requirements of a Philatelist. Those who belittle the collecting of
minute varieties, assert it borders on folly to favor the collection of such, when Philately
offers so boundless possibilities in legitimate lines. Why trample on golden flowers in
an endeavor to pluck those of silver ? is the tenor of their arguments.

To an impartial observer, it seems as though those who view with disfavor the
collection of minute varieties, stood on firmer ground. It is refining too much the
study of Philately, to collect the most trifling of varieties, and a writer has said. “ Few
things in the world or none will bear too much refining : a thread too fine spun will
easily break, and so will a point of a needle too finely filed.”

An outsider who is proof against the fascinations of stamp-collecting, must be
somewhat surprised at seeing a collector look unmoved upon a certain stamp, but who,
at meeting the merest variety of it, shows the greatest joy. Still, it matters little wdiat
the uninitiated think : so long as the collector is satisfied, and receives pleasure from
his collection and manner of collecting, the chief end is attained.

Collectors gather stamps because of the pleasure derived from so doing ; and
should one Philatelist’s plan of collecting materially differ from that of his neighbor,
each should tolerate and respect the methods employed by either one, remembering that
one way gives as much pleasure to its follower as does another to you. 1lIn discussing
the subject of whether or not to collect minute varieties, there is no necessity for violent
argument on either side.

If one thinks the collection oi such varieties would be a satisfaction and subserve
his interest in Philately, he should collect them ; but because of his doing so, he ought
not to presume he is more entitled to the name of Philatelist than the one who gives no
attention to these varieties.

C. E. Severn,
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PHILATELIC ADVERTISEMENTS.

Q N E of the most striking peculiarities of the modern Philatelic magazine is the

utter absence of art and originality in the advertising departments. The wealthier
dealers seem satisfied with taking large space, trusting to the unusual size of the adver.
tisement to attract the eye— paying little or no attention to the manner in which the
advertisement is “ set up.”

In a way, their opinion is correct, and so long as there is no Richmond in the
field to demonstrate the superiority of scientific advertising, their advertisements will
continue to attract the most attention from sheer point of size, for there is no doubt but
that a page advertisement will pay better in porportion to the money expended than a
small one if both are displayed, or rather not displayed, in a similar type. But at the
same time a two-inch advertisement, nicely illustrated by a catchy cut, will attract and
hold the eye and bring better results than a page set in solid type.

Very few large or profitable sales are made directly from the advertisement. If it
attracts the attention of the buyer and causes him to give the dealer indication that he
is in the market for his class of goods, there its mission ends and the sales depend,
largely, on the dealer himself.

The object of the advertisement should be to find buyers for a certain class of
goods. A few bargains offered in conjunction with the information that the desired class
of goods is for sale, will convince the buyer that his wants can be filled for a reasonable
price.

Correspondence ensues which results in a satisfactory sale, and a permanent cus-
tomer is made. Price-lists, catalogues, <&., are simply necessary adjuncts to the
advertisement.

A dealer’s neglect of his advertisement will have an immediate depressing effect
on his sales. The dealer who advertises in a small way, does business in a small way.
His sales depend on the power of his advertisements to bring results.

They cannot bring results, unless they are seen.

They will not be seen unless there is some attractive feature to command notice.

The question to be solved is— What constitutes an attractive advertisement? In
answer let us ask, what is the first thing you see in looking at an illustrated page ?

The illustration, of course. Then the question is answered.

The illustrated advertisement is the attractive advertisement.

The Philatelic advertising field offers remarkable opportunities to push this class
of advertisements, for there is practically no opposition at all, and an illustrated adver-
tisement in the Philatelic journal of to-day would shine and attract as readily as a
diamond among a lot of dirty pebbles.

There are hardly five advertisers in the world of Philately who attempt the illus-
trative advertisement, and their attempts are so desultory and ordinary as to cause a
smile of contempt.

A cut of a stamp or a reduced copy of an album or title-page constitutes the ideal
of these enterprising firms.

It is certain that the Philatelic business world utterly lacks either the money or
the enterprise to keep abreast of the times in regard to this matter. The largest dealers
plod serenely along with their pages of solid brevier, with occasional flashes of display,
where their equivalents in a business of a general character would have every advertise-
ment a work of art.
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I have noticed lately a new southern journal, of a humorous Philatelic character,
which is putting this matter as it ought to be, and while its advertisements are not of a
highly artistic kind, still they are a step in the right direction. One of their advertise-
ments represents a bare-foot boy, wearing a brcrad-brimmed hat, a ludicrous expression
on his face, holding a scroll in his hand.

On this scroll appears the advertisement of the magazine. By no chance could
any one look at that page without seeing the particular advertisement to which 1 refer.

Competition will sooner or later make this matter right, and may he who exer-
cises the most ingenuity, employs the best talent and gives us the best advertising in
conjunction with honest service, win the day. Selah.

“ Texarkana.t:

CORRESPONDENCE.

Quebec, June 7th, 1893.
The Editor T he Canadian Journal of Philately:

Dear Sir,— For the information of the collectors of revenue stamps, | herewith
send you a copy of a circular respecting the change in color of the current stamps in use
for the Province of Quebec.

In addition to the information which it conveys, I may add that the new colors
were issued for the first time on the 19th of May, 1893.

Yours very truly,

Ernest F, Wurtele,
President Canadian Philatelic Association.

Circular.

To the Sheriffs, Vrothonotaries, Clerks of the various Courts, Registrars, Stamp Distri-
butors, etc., of the Province of Quebec ;

Sir,— 1 am directed by the Honorable the Provincial Treasurer to inform vou
that owing to the discovery that certain persons were cleansing and using a second time
cancelled law stamps, it has been decided to have a new issue printed in different colors,
as follows : 10 cents to 90 cents stamps inclusively, in mauve instead of red ; Si to 85
stamps inclusively, in green instead of blue ; 8§10 stamps in blue instead of yellow ; 620
stamps in yellow instead of green ; 830 stamps in red instead of mauve.

You will go on using such stamps as there ma}' now remain in your hands of the
old colors, until the supply of them is exhausted, but the Honorable the Treasurer wishes
you to examine carefully any stamps, especially in the old colors, which may be pre-
sented to you to be affixed to documents, so as to make sure that they have not been

already used.
1 have the honor to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,
A. Brosnan,
Comptroller of Provincial Revenue.
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THE STAMP POET'S ENEMY SPEAKS.

By Guy W. Greek.

I've heard of the Bogie man, savage and fierce,
Who roams the wide country at will,

And numbers his victims by dozens and scores,
Nor ever is sated or still.

I've read of miasma which lurks in the air
All ready to paralyze man,

And enter his system unknown and by stealth
Whene’er and wherever it can.

I've heard of the tiger, who, lying in wait,
Springs suddenly out on his prey,

Destroying the people who rashly have walked
Abroad at the close of the day ;

I've read of the creatures who, far to the south,
While lulling their victims to sleep,

Have sucked from their bodies the life-giving blood
And drunk of the dreadful dram deep.

I've heard of the Juggernaut’s terrible car,
Which cruelly onward has rolled,

Regardless of mortals who stood in its path—
The poor, and the weak, and the old;

I've read of the serpent which, wrapping its folds
Its terrified victim around,

Has crushed without mercy the brittle young bones
With dreadful and sickening sound.

But, brethren, to-day there’s an evil that’s worse
Than any I've brought to your mind,
A terror more awful and fearful; in fact
That stands quite alone of its kind ;
[ speak of the fellow who thinks he is called
To run in advance of his time,
And write for collectors a sonnet or song,
Or some quaint melodious rhyme.

Awake from your slumbers while yet there is time,
Reveal us your manhood to-day ;

Thrust out this rank foe who is sapping our life,
Destroy him and spare not, | pray;

Remove from the walks of Philately’s groves
This evil-eyed prince of all scamps,

The fellow who writes without reason or rhyme
His lachrymal lines about stamps.
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PHILATELIC JOURNALISM.

By Jno. R* Hooker,

""THERE is no doubt of a decided improvement in the Philatelic press during the past
* year. If this much-wished-for state will only continue, it will be the means of
advancing Philately in the eyes of the people who are always ready to laugh at those
making a scientific study of stamps. With the amateur sheet, printed by the small boy
upon his own hand press, we will say nothing. Suffice it to say that the day of the
usefulness of embryo publishers is over. With such high-class magazines as T he
Canadian Journal of Philately, the American Journal of Philately, and the Philatelic
Journal of America, we have exponents worthy of our support. There are others also
which are deserving of praise for their refined and business-like appearance.

There is no money to be made in publishing an inferior stamp journal. Would-be
publishers can take the advice of those who have had experience, and leave the publi-
cation of papers devoted to Philately to those able to devote time and money wholly to
making a success of the undertaking. Better to have one really good magazine, costing
three or four dollars per year, than a dozen little fancy-covered pamphlets devoted
principally to dealers’ interests. A worth;l publication has to provide crisp and fresh
manuscript in order to satisfy the tastes of those in search of originality. In order to
do so, it takes money to pay writers for their time and trouble. In this respect there
are a number of journals who pay cash regularly to a large staff of contributors. Beside
the journals mentioned above, the following are managed on professional principle*
paying well for original MSS. : Quaker City Philatelist, Eastern Philatelist, Mekeei's
Weekly Stamp News, and one or two others. In all cases the amount is a certain fixed
rate per thousand words or per page, and compares favorably with the large cosmopoli-
tan magazines with their staff of experienced collaborators.

No person can sit down and write out manuscript by the yard. It takes time to
think, and if you want to obtain credit for originality you must tread in an unbeaten
path. Statistical articles and catalogues of certain countries’ issues are all well enough
in their place; but this kind of material is not editorial. The editor must be able to
grasp the current topics of the day, and dilate upon them in a pleasing style.

A model publication is one on the line of the Century, Scribner's, or any of the
leading magazines of the day. They must be so fixed that in binding none of the
flaming advertisements will appear sandwiched in to mar the beauty of the volume’s
pages; a gaudy cover is not necessary. An illuminated title page, and a volume neatly
bound, containing in its pages solid reading, as well as good articles for reference, will
be a book much used in the future. The sea of Philatelic journalists have given us a
perfect labyrinth of articles, some meritorious, but more of them unfit for preservation.
A selected article from an inferior paper is sometimes of advantage, where there is merit.

The publisher must exercise great care in the advertisers whom he allows to use
his columns. He must use his judgment as to their reliability, to their standing, and to
their ability to give what they state ; thereby protecting his subscribers, who may wish
to place their orders with an advertiser. The curse of Philately is the small dealer-
collector, whose stock-in-trade would not be worth a week's board. This individual
patronizes the papers who can give him advertising at fifty cents an inch, for three
months. Often many of these petty dealers are writers, and in lieu of the cash for their
productions they will receive a “ two-inch advertisement " for the article. Nothing has
so retarded the growth of stamp-collecting, or tended to degrade it, as the numerous
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petty dealers, with their sheets on approval. “ No reference is required,’l “ fifty per
cent, commission,” “ rare stamps free," “ a packet free to every applicant,” are
quotations we frequently see. By the Philatelic press alone can this evil be mitigated.
In England, there is at present an agitation to prevent the dealer-collector from adver-
tising his bargains. The fact is that some publishers are so anxious to catch the
almighty dollar, that they care not whether the advertiser can fulfil his promises. The
large number of approval sheet frauds, stamp thiefs, etc., are brought into existence by
these methods ; the poor school-boy is tempted, and when too late, he repents his step— his
honor is lost by publication, probably his whole life’s hopes wrecked, and he is looked
upon as an outcast. The petty dealers, aided by irresponsible publications, are respon-
sible for aiding and abetting a crime. They compound the felony, the weak youth steps
into the gilded trap and is caught. No dealer should be pitied who is caught by his own
chaff, and tempts the small boy.

Let good magazines be supported liberally by subscribers and advertisers. The
good done will return to both a hundred-fold. While our hobby advances, it means
money to every one who holds stamps, no matter whether they are dealers or collectors,
so nothing is lost should the pleasure forsake you.

THE ADHESIVE POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA.

By Walter A. Withrow.
JULY TST, 1851, SECOND IMPERFORATE ISSUE.

D Y an Act of Congress, approved March 3rd, 1851, the rates of postage were reduced,
n necessitating the issuance of a new series of postage stamps. Messrs. Toppan,
Carpenter, Cassilar & Co., of Philadelphia, secured the contract. There were issued
stamps of the denominations of one, three and twelve cents,

THE ONE CENT.

The one-cent value was intended for the prepayment of newspapers and other
printed matter. And strips may be found of three prepaying the letter rate of three
cents. As the stamps are only £ mm. between the nearest points of the tops and bot-
toms, and 1 mm. between the nearest points of the sides, specimens with good margins
all around are quite difficult to secure.

There is no noticeable difference in the stamps of a sheet, except in the thickness
of the lines bordering or shading the ornaments. In many cases the stamps have a
blurred appearance, caused through the imperfect wiping of the plates.

There is no variation in color, the stamps showing only a light and a dark shade
of indigo blue, with intermediate shades, due to the varying quantity of ink in printing.
The paper is white, but tinted more or less with the color of the stamp.

The ornaments below the bottom label of the one cent value are usually worn off,
and the stamp with these intact are quite scarce.

What is generally known as the “ variety ” of this stamp, has the fine outer line
above “ U. S. Postage ” removed. k

It is not possible to determine as to whether this is due to the worn condition of
the plate of the original imperforate type, whether the plate of the imperforate issue tvas
altered intentionally, or as to whether it was from the plate of the 1857 issue, in which
the outside lines of the labels were removed, and, through error, were not perforated.
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If it is the former it is not a variety, but an oddity. If caused by the intentional
altering of the original imperforate plate at the time the value was issued imperforate, it
is a variety ; and through reason of the latter, it is an error.

The three cents.— The three-cent value was issued to cover the regular rate of
letter postage, and the stamps may sometimes be found in pairs, strips, and blocks, pre-
paying postage of double, triple, etc., the regular rates. The distance between the
stamps varies with the different plates, from 7-10 mm. to 1 1-10 mm. at the top, and from
9-10 mm. to 1 2-10 mm, at the sides.

In the process of making the plate was marked off into spaces for each stamp
and the body of the design was put in by impressing on the plate the design of the
stamp, which was engraved on a soft steel die and then hardened. The die was not
always placed m the proper position, and the design occurs in some cases too near or
too far from the side lines, though always at about the same distance from the top and
bottom lines.

There are many marked varieties of this stamp and numberless points of differ-
ence. Mr. John K. Tiffany, in his valuable work, “ The History of the Postage Stamps
of the United States, gives quite an extended description of the principal varieties of
this stamp, which is very interesting.

The color of this stamp varies from a deep red to a carmine shade, this being
due to the aniline ink employed in printing the stamps being subject to atmospheric
changes. | he most noticeable shades are pink, pale red, carmine, yellow-vermillion,
vermillion, red, dark red, brown red, brownish black, and an almost jet black.

The following variations may be noticed :

The top label encroaching upon the two corner rosettes.

The bottom label encroaching upon the two rosettes in the lower corners*

The rosettes, especially the lower right one, extending to or into the outer line at
the side, and sometimes only to the inside line bounding the body of the design.

Two or even three outer lines may be noticed at the sides, either extending the
entire length of the stamp, or only a part of the distance, sometimes ending abruptly
and sometimes merging into one line. There are numerous other differences to be
noticed, presenting an interesting field for study and arrangement.

The twelve cents,— Why such a value was issued is a mystery." As California
was over 3,000 miles from the Eastern States, letters were subjected to the double rate
of six cents, and a stamp of this value would appear to have been more necessary than
a twelve-cent value. Usually two three-cent stamps were used to prepay postage of
double rates, but occasionally one-half of a twelve-cent stamp, cut diagonally from
corner to corner, was used.

However, the twelve-cent value appears to have been used quite extensively,
judging from the many used copies to be met with. Possibly many were used to prepay
the double rate to California. Pairs are sometimes met with, but blocks are quite
scarce.

As the stamps are only 1 mm. apart each way, copies having good margins ail
around are difficult to secure. A black and a grayish black shade only are noted, the
color being quite uniform.

In May, 1855, the rate of postage for any distance in the United States, exceed-
'ng 3,000 miles, was increased to ten cents, and a stamp of this value was issued to

'W as it not issued to prepay letters to Great Britain and other countries? We are of the
opinion that it was.— Ed.
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provide for the single rate to California. Specimens with good margins are quite
common, as the stamps are mm. apart each way,

A vertical line is shown on some specimens at 3 mm. from the sides of the stamps.
These come from the outer row of a sheet.

The same may be said of this stamp regarding the ornaments below the bottom
label, as is stated in the description of the one cent value.

There are a few shades, light green, yellow green, and dark green, the dark green
being the most noticeable.

A five-cent value was issued January 5th, 1856, to prepay the registration fee,
which was the charge at that time. It also is found in a strip of three, prepaying both
the postage and registration fee to California. The stamps are i4 mm. apart each way.
They occur in a number of shades; light brown, yellow brown, reddish brown, chestnut
brown, and dark brown.

A stamp of the value of twenty-four cents was approved April 24th, 1856.
Although quite a number of sheets of this value were finished and ready for distribution,
they seem to have been withheld from circulation. However, a sheet or two seem to
have been sent to the post-offices, in the imperforate condition, as a number of copies
are known in collections, though it is improbable that many were used.

The stamps are 2 mm. apart, and are of a reddish lilac shade, this is the rarest
stamp of the general issue of adhesives, and as the demand is much greater than the
supply, it always commands a good price.

A 30 and 90c. value are sometimes catalogued, but they are generally regarded
as proofs. Copies offered at auction bring good prices, and are in many cases believed
to be authentic, though not guaranteed. There is no proof that they ever existed in
the imperforate state. The value of these stamps as given is based on the recent
auction sales.

The following is a careful estimate of the value of good copies, with good
margins and light cancellation :

LIST OF PRICES.

1851 ic. dark blue, (Fig. 1) unused .. "
“ " used......... 20

11 light blue, unused......c.ccoeuene. 1 00
.................... R VE-Y-Yo PO, 35

“ with ornaments below bottom label (Fig. a), unused.......... 1.00

" used......coo..... Be

(?) ' variety (?) unused 1570
" ' used oo 400
3c. red. (Fig. 3) UNUSEd..coocoovveorereren, 5
*  iF USEd e e I
12¢c black, (Fig. 4) unused 250
“ n used....... 3-25
grayish black, unused . 350

I uSed.ee r-75

14 of 12c., on entire letter  ...cccoveevvevvenn. 3000
1855, ioc. light green, unused ... 225
n “ " USed e i 00

1 yellow green, unused 300

! - “  used 150
dark green, (Fig. 5) unused .......ccooeevinnnne 180

“ - (TEY=1e IR 60

with ornaments below bottom label, unused. 4.00
n " “ured. .. o 125
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5C, YEIHOW DFOWN, UNUSEO .ottt b e ee e e e e imilo»
1 LU =X o IR S USROS 7,00
[ =To I 0T o 1YLV g TR U] o 10 1o [T 15 00
............................... used ..o .00
dark brown, (Fig. 6) unused 10 00
“ used... 5.50

24c. lilac. (Fig. 7) unused
1856 (?) 30c. Orange, unused (mist sale, Scott Stamp and Coin Co , Ltd.) ...coiiiiiiiiniennens 33 00
oo Pair (D€ COPPELE SAIE) . i 8000
*'1856 (?) 90C. DIUE, UNUSEA ..oiiiii ettt sttt 50.00

I will he pleased to receive any criticism on this work, or to enter into corres-
pondence with advanced collectors.

All communications should be addressed to Earl Park, Indiana, U.S.A.

(to be continued.)

NORTHWESTERN NOTES.

By ¢ Juvenos."
(MOW that the amalgamation of the two Canadian Philatelic Societies is being
1 agitated, would it not be a good plan to see how many members favor the move-
ment, and if they are in the majority to form one society tinder a new name, re-electing
officers at the coming convention. This would overcome the difficulty which the
American Philatelists met when they tried to merge three societies into one.

The Toronto Stamp Concern has had considerable free advertising of late. One
of their coupons, “ No. 23,” found its way to Winnipeg all right, but it stayed there as
a curiosity (?).

The current three-cent stamps on sale here are of a very pretty color, but of so
light a shade that the fine lines can hardly be seen at night.

| have had a pleasant surprise lately. A well known name— Philatelic— is now
associated with Winnipeg. The other day a young Philatelist complained to me that
the bookkeeper in the drug store he worked at “ cabbaged ” all the Columbian stamps
that came there. | asked who this bookkeeper was, and he replied that it was Mr.
Adolph Krebs, of New York. That accounted for it.

The Manitoba Philatelic Association, which was organized here a couple of
years ago, is practically dead. A movement is about to he made to re-establish the
society on a firmer basis, and it is to be hoped that it will make a success.

Rogers’ American Philatelic Blue Book has made its appearance in this part of
the world. To my mind, it is one of the best attempts ever made, which will succeed
in placing our hobby in a favorable light before the world. A large number of the Blue
Books will be bought by general advertising agencies, for the purpose of securing good
agents. Novelty manufacturers, card men, etc., recognise the fact that stamp collectors
are hustling agents.

The biographical department of the Stamp is very well written and always inter-
esting, but from a copy of the MajInumber before me, | judge that the man who sponges

* At the 121st sale of the Scott Stamp and Coin Co., Ltd., one sold for $25 50.— Ed
** QOne sold in the recent De Coppett sale for $95.— Ed.
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the lithographs in m Stowell's Printery ” saw a pretty girl passing the window, for
Bogert’'s photo resembles an advertisement of a “ spirit photograph machine ” more
than an American Philatelist in Paris.

Our postal authorities are adopting the American plan of placing letter-boxes in
the large hotels. 1

The printers of the Eagle Philatelist use very appropriate spacers for Reimer’s
notes, which are decidedly “ sharp.”

NEW ISSUES AND UNCHRONICLED VARIETIES.

William C, Stone.
Colors in italics indicate the colors of the surcharges.
Unless otherwise stated all envelopes may be considered as on white wove paper.
Post cards are to be considered as on buff card unless otherwise listed.

ADHESIVES.
ANGKA.
The ioo reis of the usual type is now in use, it is said.
ioo reis, brown on yellow,
AUSTRIA.

The editor of Le Timbre Paste has seen a copy of the g kreuzer of the 1850 issue
on heavily laid or ribbed paper, similar to the 2 kreuzer which was noticed about a year
since.

BENIN.

We neglected to state that the official title of this colony, as indicated on the new
stamps, is “ Golfe de Renin.”

BOLIVIA.

Stamps seem to be running short almost everywhere. Last December the stock
of the 5 and 10 centavos having been exhausted, the authorities issued the following order
authorizing the use of the same values of the current set of * Transactiones ” stamps.

The 5 cent has already been used for postage once before in 1884.
5 centavos, blue.
0 " “

MINISTRY OF GOVERNMENT AND COLONIZATION.

To the Prefect of the Department of Onuro :

Sir,— The postage stamps of 5 and 10 centavos being entirely sold from the post
office of your city, the Chief Executive of the nation, in order to prevent any inconvenience
or delay in the public service has authorized you to order the Director of the Public
Treasury to supply the chief of the stamp office with “ Transactiones ” stamps of the
denominations of 5 and 10 centavos to the amount of 300 or 400 bolivianos, with an
order to return the same amount, which will be sent to the national treasury.

The post office will legalize these stamps for prepayment of interior correspond-
ence, and should give notice to the other post offices that they may be informed of this
decree, which is of a provisional character.

i communicate this to you that you may execute it.

May God protect you.
Battista L. Paz.
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

The Monthly Journal is informed that the two penny stamp has been surcharged
“ one penny ” in black across the centre with a bar to erase the old value. Two stamps
in each sheet of 240 are stated to lack the period after the word “ penny.”
i penny on 2p .yellow bistre : black.

CAVALLE* t

Some of the French Levant post-offices are being supplied with the current
French and Levant stamps surcharged with the name of the office to prevent frauds.
There being no salaried officials at these offices, the management has been confided to
the agents of the Messageries Maritimes Francaises, who receive a commission on the
sale of the stamps. By surcharging the stamps with the name of the office, it renders
necessary the purchasing of stamps at the mailing office, and thereby insures the officials
not being defrauded of their commission, as they might be if stamps were purchased at
one office and used at another. As our own postmasters, to some extent, are paid on
this basis, we suggest this same method to prevent the fraudulent swelling of the receipts
of some country offices, as sometimes happens. It would only require some forty or
fifty thousand surcharges, and, of course, all values from one cent to the five dollar
value would have to he included.

j centimes, green; red
10 " black on lilac : blue
15 n blue; red.
1 piaster, black on rose . blue (on 25 ¢ )
2 d rose; blue (on 50c.)
4 “ green ; red (on 1 fr.)

DEDEAGH.

The same remarks apply here as for Cavalle, and the same stamps are to be added
to our chronicle.
5 centimes, green ; red.

to " black ONn Iilac; blue
13 " blue ; red.
1 piaster, black on rose ; blue (on 23 c.l
2 " rose . blue (on 50 c.)
4 " green; red (on 1 fr.)
ECUADOR.

A few more provisionals to add to the list we gave last month.

Telegraph stamps used for postage.
1 5 cents, yellow and bincft.
50 ¢ green and *“
1 sucre, bistre and 1
Official stamps used for postage on private letters.
1 cent,blue find red.
2« R
5 1 1
10 = » =
5 *=J (with top cut off.)
Revenue stamps used postally, 1893-4 issue :
i centavo, vermillton
4 a green.
Stamp cut from letter card. *
5 centavos, blue on red.
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FUNCHAL.
The roo reis is now in use and is of the same design as the other values.
roc reis, brown on yellow.
HAWAIL
A San Francisco firm advertise in a recent issue of Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News
that they have the following stamps with the “ Provisional Government ” surcharge.

1882— 2 cent rose.
5 H ultramarine.

15 “  brown.
ISt3— 1 “ green.

5 “ purple.

0 T red

1 dollar, vermillion.
1S84—12 cent, mauve.
183G—10 " red brown.
isgi— 2 " violet.
It seems a little singular that the 1882 2-cent stamp should be included unless
there is a large stock on hand, and it is thought to be a good way to get rid of them.

HORTA.
This district has also been furnished with a stamp of the value of 100 reis.
roo reis, broan on yellow. ‘
JAMAICA.
The Monthly Journal says that the value tablets on tbe 1 and 2-penny stamps
are printed in several distinct shades.

LUXEMBURG.
The following values of the new series have been surcharged “ S.P." for use as
officials.

12y>  cent, gray, black.
120 °  orange, “

D il olive green, black.
ilA " green, "

5 " brown, il

1 franc, mauve,

zyi “ " black, 1

5 " magenta, il

MOROCCO— FRENCH OFFICES,

Two more of the current French stamps have been surcharged for use at Tangier
and the other offices in this kingdom.
20 centimes on 20 centimes, red on green.
10 centimes on 10 centimes, black on violet.
Nossi lE.
The needs of this colony were so urgent last February, it is said, that the following
stamps had to be over printed to supply the demands of the inhabitants (and to fill

orders from abroad) —
25 on 20 cent, red on green;black  (6,500).

5 on 10 * blackon lilac; ™ (3000).

73on 15 “ blue; " (1,500).

1fron51 green; " (1,000).
MAURITIUS.

The Monthly Journal is informed by a correspondent that the 8-cent stamp has
been surcharged for use as a i-cent stamp.
1 cent on 8cent, blue; black.
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OIL RIVERS PROTECTORATE.

The London Philatelist is informed by Theodore Buhl & Co. that a permanent set
is being prepared which will have the head of Victoria, as depicted on the jubilee coin-
age, and which has been used recently on the New Zealand and 5-penny stamps.

PGXTA DELGADA,
A 100-reis stamp of the Dom Carlos type has been issued.
ioo reis, broan on yellow.

PORT LAGOS-
This is another Levant office which has been supplied with French stamps
surcharged with the name of the office. For particulars see Cavaile.
5 centimes, green ; red.
10 li black on lilac ; bine.
15 X red.
1 piaster, black on rose ; biue.
2 1 rose; blue,
4 green; red.
QUEENSLAND,

The Philatelic Journal of Great Britain is informed of the surcharging of the
current 2-penny stamp with “ 2]d.” in black. Mr. Philbrick is said to vouch for its
genuineness.

2/\-pennyon a penny, blue ; black.
ST. VINCENT.

The die of the 6-penny stamp has been printed in claret and surcharged “ Five
Pence ” in black. The color of the 4-penny stamp has been changed. The 4-penny
claret reported by the Philatelic Record to have been surcharged for use as a 2i-pennv.

2/ pence on 4 pence, claret : black.

4 1 yellow.

5 u on 6 pence, claret; black.
SHANGHAL.

Two new surcharges are sent us by Henry Sylva. The surcharge is in three
lines in each case, the upper consisting of three Chinese characters, the two lower of
the new values in English. Both surcharges are printed in blue.

fug. I. Fig. 2.

Yi cent on 15 cents, purple ; blue. (Fig 1).

1 “ 20 ¢ brown; " (Fig. 2).
Only about 6,000 of these stamps were printed and they were already commanding
a good price at Shanghai. There are no more of the old stamps on hand, Mr. Sylva
writes us, and the new ones were not expected for some six weeks. The values of this
new set will be as follows:— 1, 2, 5, 10, 15 and 20 cents, with the same values of
unpaid letter stamps of a different design and also a full line of stationery. Mr. Sylva

sends us a provisional issue which we describe under “ Envelopes.”
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SORUTH.
E. S. Gibbous has discovered a specimen of the i-anna of the first issue on
yellow wove paper.
i anna, black on yellow.
VICTORIA.
La Timbre Poste says that the color of the i-shilling has been changed to a deep

cherry color. Pcrf. 12P
1 shilling, cherry color.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

There is a new sixpenny stamp of the same design as the current fourpence.
6 pence, lilac.

ENVELOPES.
BARBADOS.

The Monthly Journal is informed that the number over-printed in black was
between three and four thousand, and that the stamp used for surcharging broke down
and was replaced by a rubber stamp. In 1882, 204,000 i-penny envelopes were imported
but were comparatively little used. They were sold at is. 2p. per dozen at first, but
the price was afterwards reduced to is. ip. The larger size was almost wholly sold out
before the surcharging took place, but a few specimens were put through the mill.

ANGRA.
Two envelopes of the same type as those for the mother country have been issued.

Size 143 x no mm. )
(b reis, green.
50 “ ultramarine.

Le Timbre Paste gives the paper as buff, but does not state whether it is wove or
laid.
CEYLON.

In addition to the provisional registration envelope noted last month, we learn
that the 15-cent is also surcharged “ 10 cents."

10 cents on 15c., rose, black. 150 x §8 mm
ro " % - 20x 127 mm

FUNCHAL.
Two envelopes have been issued for this district. Size, 143 x no mm. Bufi
paper.

25 reis, green.
50 1 ultramarine.

HORTA.

Horta has only been supplied with two values of envelopes. Same size and

paper as the other districts.
25 reis, green.
50 1 ultramarine,

LIBERIA.

The envelopes listed a couple of months ago are found in the following sizes, the

list of which we take from the Timbre Paste :
2 cents, clear broan ; 3B xS3 mMm

2 n ” “ 152 x SS mm.
3 « chocolate;
5 “ carmine;

10 m orange and black; "
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3 cents, chocolate ; 228 x 100 nm

g carmine ;

10 " orange and black; "
3 “ chocolate ; 136 X mm
3 carmine ;

10 “ orange and black; *

The three last are bag shaped, with the opening at the left end. All are on white
laid paper.
PQNTA DELGADA.
Two envelopes are in use here. Size, 143 x tio ram., buff paper.
23 reis, green.
5 " ultramarine.
SHANGHAL.

During the period when the supply of stamps was exhausted, resource was had to
some provisional stamped envelopes, specimens of which are sent us by Henry Sylva.
They are very ordinary affairs, merely having “ Postage Paid 1 cent ” in block letters
at the top of the envelope, in the centre across, an impression from an oval embossing
stamp inscribed “ Shanghai Local Post Office” around the outside, and several Chinese

characters in the centre.
1 cent, black on white ; 136 X 78 mm
i« It ortmanllla, 145 x 96 nm

There is a double rule under the first mentioned inscription.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Emil J. Rail has sent us a 5-cent brown (Garfield) envelope of the 1886 issue
(small U. S. wmk.) on cream paper. It is not a discolored white or a faded amber, but a
very marked cream tint. Mr. Rail secured a lot of these at the Savannah post office,
together with a lot of the white and amber varieties of the same issue. Each color was

in separate boxes, so that they could not have been changed. Size, 4™
5 cents, brown on cream. (Garfield die.)

WRAPPERS
MEXICO.

Concerning the new wrappers which were issued a short time since, we learn
that nearly if not all the stock was gobbled up by one of the postal officials, who is
asking three times their face value. The stamp is no longer in a rectangle, and the
arms, inscriptions, etc., are in color instead of black. The paper is straw color.

1 centavo, green, arms in blue. Interior.

2 " carmine, amsin rose. 1
i green, armsin green. Postal Union*

POST CARDS*
Fiji-

Two provisional cards are chronicled by the organs of the Netherlands society.
No-particulars are given except that they are surcharged in black and that the cards
are buff.

r penny on 1)4 p., green, biack.
i " onlx iy p,green, wack.

Considering that Fiji has never issued a ii-penny card on which the above
surcharges could be printed, we are rather at a loss to know what is meant by the above.
Possibly they were prepared but never issued, and are now to be utilized to fill up the
treasury at the expense of collectors.
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ICELAND.

La Carle Postale makes known the following changes in the current cards.

In the 5 aur the white angles have disappeared, and there is a line under
Brjefspjald and the letters KO .

The 5 x 5 aur has the first dotted line lengthened to 87 mm. in place of 85 mm. ;
the r of Svar is under the i of sins.

The 8 x8 aur has the line under Brjefspjald with a small cross instead of three
small halls. . e . .

The 10 x 10 aur has had the heading modified ; it is now in seven lines com-

mencing with Allsherjar, which was formerly spelled with only one I.
5 aur, blue and gray on white.

D x5 s
S\S “ lilac on white.
10x 10 “ carmine on white.

ITALY,
Four new Mandat cards were issued March 1. We suppose they are of the same

type as the others.

6 lire, blue on yellow.
6 “ brown"

S “ green "

g " orange yellow.

morocco.— French Offices.
The 10 centime French card lias been surcharged with Spanish value for use at

these offices.
10 centimes on 10 centimes, black on green ; carmine.

SERVIA.
New post, letter, and money order cards are threatened.
SURINAM.
Der Philatelist announces two j-cent cards with the “ numeral ” stamp. The

reverse of the card is white,
. 5x5 cents, blue on light blue. T. 3.

LETTER CARDS

BENIN.
We have omitted to mention the issue of two cards for these settlements on the

Gulf of Benin.
15 centimes, blue and red on gray.
25 < black and red on rose.

BRAZIL, UNITED STATES OF. t
It is said that a 200 reis card of a similar design to that of the 80-reis has been
issued for circulation to Postal Union countries.
TUNIS.
A letter card has been issued to suit the reduced rates of postage.
10 centimes, black on gray.
TELEGRAPHS.
CHILE.

Some of our exchanges are heralding the issue of a 5-peso stamp, which, if they
had taken the trouble to look up in any catalogue, they would have discovered was
issued in 1883 with the rest of the set.
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CIKKSIANY,
The 30-pfennig envelope is now found with the interior in gray.
30 pfennig, blue on rose.
The above was issued March 10.
LUXEMBURG.

The 1 franc is now printed it) vermillion color, instead of rose.
1 franc, vermillion.

YE EDITOR’'S CORNER,
WALTER ABRAM WITHROW.

u 71TH this number we take great pleasure in presenting to our numerous readers a
"1 “counterfeit” of Mr. Walter A. Withrow, a young and rising Philatelist of
Indiana. Mr, Withrow resides on a beautiful farm near Earl Park.

He was born August 27th, 1873, at Kentland, Indiana, and in the year 1882
moved to Minnesota, where, very unfortunately, the blizzards “ froze him down,” for he
is quite small for his age.

He moved hack to the “ Hoosier ” State in 1887, and contracted the stamp fever
in the following year. He has not yet recovered from this attack. He is an author of
some ability, and is a liberal contributor to Philatelic publications, and also to the lead-
ing magazines of the day. He has an article on the adhesive postage stamps of the
United States now running in this magazine, and is preparing one on the provisional
issues of the United States, which it is our intention to publish soon.

He deals extensively in United States stamps, and unlike many dealers, he
managed to get together a fine collection of these, which he recently disposed of, with
the exception of a few gems, among them two of the 1861 3c. pink, a beautiful copy
each of the 1868 and 1869 90c,, the latter one of the finest copies extant, two uncata-
logued Confederates, etc.

It is his intention to make the United States document revenues his specialty,
and he now has a fine collection, including one uncatalogued specimen.

He is a member of the A.P. A., S. of P.,, and the founding member of the
American Philatelic Dealers’ and Collectors’ Association.

MISTAKES.

\ \ 7E desire to cali the attention of our readers to two slight mistakes which accidentally

occurred in our first number, and which are very important. In Mr, Guy Wr.
Green's poem, “ A lie-awakened Love,” the line reading “ I found my aged album
there ” should have been “ | found my aged album then and in Mr. li. W. Ashcroft’s
article “ Does it Pay ?” “ E. Y. Parker ” should have been “ E. T. Parker.”

ROGERS’ BLUE BOOK.

1\L7E have noticed quite recently some writings and notes referring to the names and
data of certain prominent collectors and dealers having been left out of the
“ Blue Book,” and which were intended to be “ thrusts ” at the publisher of it.
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Now this is doing him an injustice, as he gave all notice Philatelists, both collec-
tors and dealers, every possible chance that could be. offered them to have their names
inserted. The blame rests with themselves and not him, as it was through their own
neglect and not his that their names did not appear.

This is one of the causes why there are not more names in this valuable hook.

A DISAPPOINTMENT.

1\ 7E are sorry to say that as yet we are unable to give our readers an illustrated
chronicle in colors. ,
In another part of our magazine will be found the “ New Issues and Unchronicled
Varieties ” with the illustrations in black, of such stamps as we were able to procure.
As it is an utter impossibility to give illustrations of stamps when we have not
got them, we earnestly appeal to our readers to send us a specimen of any new issue as
soon as it appears. We need, at the least, six varieties before we can give a colored
plate.

THE SONS OF PHILATELIA

T H E date for the coming convention of The Sons of Philatelia is rapidly drawing nigh,
¥ and all its members are on the qui vive, and working with untiring efforts for their
respective candidates.

We sincerely hope that its members when voting will not lose sight of the facl
that this society was, and is, and always will be, for the younger followers of Philatelia,
and vote for those whose right it is to hold office, namely, the young collectors.

LITERATURE.
ROGERS AMERICAN PHILATELIC BLUE BOOK.

A FTEIi waiting with a patience quite equal to that of job of old, for a period of nearly
1TV sjx months, we have received the long promised “ Blue Book.” It issuperbly gotten
up, consists of nearly 300 pages, and gives the names and datalof one thousand nine
hundred and seventy-nine collectors and dealers resident throughout the United States
of America and the Dominion of Canada. We wish to state that this number does not
represent all of the “ Philatelic flock ” in these two great countries. Far from it.
After we had glanced through it— we say glanced because we had only a few moments in
which to look it over— we came to the conclusion that it was, without a doubt, the most
valuable book of information ever put before the Philatelic world, and an invaluable one
to the Philatelist, be he collector or dealer.

KISSINGER S PHILATELIC POSTAL CARD
Vol. 1., No. 7, June 15th, 1B93

T H E first of the June monthlies to be received by us was the Postal Card. In its two
* pages of reading matter can be found more interesting items of news than in most
of the twenty-five cent a year papers that are received at our sanctum.
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THE NOVA SCOTIAN PHILATELIST
Vol. I, No. 4 May, i3g3

'T'H IS is the first number of this Canadian contemporary of ours that we have gazed
* on, and we cannot say that we are very much taken with it. A very good article on
the “ Forgeries of Venezuela Stamps,” by Henry Hechler ; and a lengthened descrip-
tion of “ The Coombs Frauds,” constitute the best part of this number. We glean
from “ Canadian Notes ” that the new Canadian 8-cent postage stamp will be printed
in sage green.

THE BROOKLYN STAMP.
Vol. L, No. 2, May, iSg3.

T H K only new paper received by us last month was The Brooklyn Stamp. It is very

| neatly gotten up, and the contents of this number are very fair. The most import-
ant article to the Philatelist refers to a U. S. officially sealed stamp which was and is
still offered to the Philatelic world at fabulously low prices. .

The editor having been requested to buy some, and doubting their genuineness,
wrote to the authorities at Washington, and received a reply that they were not the
official form of seal that was authorized by this Department. A general idea of this
stamp may be formed by referring to an illustration on another page of T he Canadian
Journal of Philately, but with a slightly different version of the reading on it.
“ What can be learned from the Columbian Issue,” by 14. G. Tibbals ; a “ Review,”
by “ Tim Brology,” “ Editorial,” and a reprinted article from The Philatelic Era. with
several notes, etc., of minor importance, compose the rest of this number.

As we have not seen the first number, we are not in a position to say whether any
decided improvement is shown with No. 2.

AUCTION REPORTS.

THE New England Stamp Company, of Boston, Mass., held their first auction sale of
AN stamps on May loth, 1893, at to p.m. This would seem to' many rather a late
hour to commence a sale, but it consisted of 100 lots only, and so was an event of the
past in a very few minutes.

It was what is known as a reserve sale, i.e., the prices quoted were the lowest the
stamps could be bought for, and all the stamps contained therein were part of the stock
of theN. E. S. Co,, and were simply samples of the class of goods they had and intend to
carry in stock. The total reserve placed upon these 100 lots aggregated @1,123.50, all
of which were sold with the exception of 14 lots valued at or having a reserve of S336,
an average of @24 per lot. A slight mention of some of the lots sold and the prices
realized for them would, we have no hesitation in saying, be welcomed by our many
readers.

As is usual with all the American sales, the stamps of the United States had a
good showing in the catalogue. An entire sheet of Providence, consisting of eleven varie-
ties of 5 cents and one 10 cents with a reserve of $60, sold for $61.10. An 1847 unused
10 cents was bought In at $7.33, showing that a decrease in price is not yet imminent
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with this series. A stamp that placed itself on record in a very short time was the 1861

3 cents pink, and very few stamps have advanced so rapidly in price as this has done,
an unused specimen in this sale realizing §10.59. The three high values of the 1869
issue unused, namely, the 24, 30, and 90 cents, realized very good prices, fetching §7.06,
$6 02, and 812.04 respectively. The same values of the 1875 issue in an unused condi-
tion realized $7.14, $7-r1> and respectively. This would verify the statement
that these stamps are rarer than those of the 1869 issue, A 24 cents of 187° was knocked
under at the small (?) price of 835.56, and an"1875 30 cents, which was catalogued as
being very, very rare, in a used state, sold for §11.11. An unused set of Executive, with
full gum and brilliant colors, sold for §22.69, and a set of the same, used, all fine, for
8§22 41* It would seem as though these stamps will soon he among the unobtainables,
at least to the majority of collectors who have not a very large “ wad" in their inside
pocket. An unused 90 cents Justice was bought in at §13.06, and a used specimen for
812 14. There were several envelopes, all of which were knocked down at good round
prices, notably among them an 1853 10 cents die 4, white paper, unused, which realized
S26.05. The second issue, S200 blue, black and red revenue stamp, which, by the way,
had a reserve of 8100, and the highest priced reserve in the sale, realized §130. A 820
third issue, black and orange, realized 84.50, and an oddity or error of the second issue,
50 cents inverted head, 8§9.12.

Among the foreign rarities offered were an 1S68 15 cents violet, water-marked, of
Canada, which sold for $9.21 ; a New Brunswick 1851 3d. red, unused, realized 84.75 ;
a Newfoundland 1857 4d. Vermillion, 810.60, and a Nova Scotia id. red-brown, 84.55.

A few of the rarities not sold were ;—Saxony 1850 3p, red, lightly cancelled, a
beauty, with a reserve of 832 ; a New York 3 cents blue, wove paper, with a reserve of
875 ; and an 1884 2 cents red on white, Kellogg, with a reserve of §40. Although listed,
the existence of the latter envelope has been doubted.
the 86 lots sold was §841.54.

The total amount realized for

The \\ estern Stamp and Coin Co. held their twelfth auction sale on Tuesday, May
30th, 1893, at 7.30 p.m. This sale, as is usual, consisted to a large degree of the stamps
of the United States of America, and although there were not many stamps that could
he classed as rarities, those offered were all desirable ones, the more so seeing that the
holidays are drawing nigh and this is the time when the collector is loath to part with his

“ spare cash,” at least to any great extent, preferring to keep it, and go to the mountains
and forget the cares of this life, if only for a fortnight.

The first lot tendered the collector was a New York, 1843, blue, glazed paper on
original cover, fine margins, and an extra good copy.
possessor’s album for the sum of 814.60. An unsevered pair of New York 1845 on
original envelope, sold for §16.05. Of the general issues the amounts realized did not.
in most cases, reach catalogue prices—a 10 cents of 1847, on original cover, realizing
only 81.85, and a 5 and 10 cents of same only §2.05. A magnificent horizontal strip of
four, and evenly centered specimens of the 1870 7 cents unused, full gum and light grill,
realized §20.50, and a 30 cents of the same series, unused, but with a slight defect in the
shape of several needle holes, which were hardly discernible, realized $9.25. Four
unused copies of the 1872 90 cents brought from 81.30 to §1.65 a-piece. A 8§10 State
Department catalogued as full gum, evenly centered, very fine and rare, realized §29.75,

while a 820 of the same, and in a similar condition, realized 831.75, or 75 cents more
than was paid for the one in the De Coppett sale.

It filled a blank in its now proud

An 1857 1 cent blue on or<ni»e, rare.
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especially so used, was knocked down for S5.05 ; an 1884 12 cents brown on white, letter
size, no watermark, fine condition and very rare, for .-8350, and an unused 1887 rejected
die, entire envelope, No. 3, oriental buff, $4.5;.

There were several lots of Revenues, which consisted mostly of “ pairs.” A slight
increase in value is noticeable in these stamps.

Of the match and medicine stamps a Chicago match, 3 cents black, rare, sold for
S6.40, and an unsevered black of four, of Hutchings & Hillyer's, 4 cent green, on silk
paper, for S2.10.

Among the locals the prices were not what could be called steady, but on some a
slight increase is noticed. A one cent DespatchAYasliington, 1 cent violet, Scott’s
No. 1933, used and rare, was run up to $5.30, and an unused Nashville 5 cents carmine,
fine, to $8. There were 42 wholesale lots of U.S. stamps offered. The prices obtained
for them could hardly be called enormous. Three lots of 50,000 each of the 2 cent
carmine of 1890 realized 83.25 for one lot and $3.60 each for the others; and a similar
quantity of the 2 cents green, on amber envelope of 1887, realized Si.30 for one lot, and
for the others $1.35 each.

Among foreign stamps it cannot be said that high prices prevailed. The stamps,
owmg to the extreme heat which prevailed a! the time, could not withstand the assaults
the bids made upon them, so cried out “ enough ” sooner than they would have done had
the weather been cooler. Of Canada, an 1852 6d, nick in top, realized 82.30, and an
officially sealed, unused, only $1.35, or nearly 50 per cent, below catalogue. An S-cent
register brought 85 cents, and the second issue bill stamps, all unused with the excep
tion of the two one-dollar values, realized S4.25. Those who are desirous to become
specialists, with the idea of getting together a complete collection of any one country
and with very small expense, had better turn their attention to the lonian Isles, a com-
plete set in this sale realizing 85 cents. A New Brunswick 1851 3d., red on
original cover, was bought in at 81.80 and a used specimen of the 6d. yellow, S3.30. A
Newfoundland 1867 3d., used, sold for 90 cents, while another realized $1.10.” A Sydney
view, 2d., blue, 1st type, sold for $4.55. A Nova Scotia i860 84 cents, sold for Si.55
An uncatalogued £1 revenue stamp of the Orange Free State, fine postal cancellation
sold for $1.75.

The gem of the sale in the foreign part, taking the price into consideration, was
a fine specimen of the very rare Tuscany 1852 6ocr., which realized $15.50. Afine
collection of postal cards and letter sheets, mostly unused, in a Scott’s album, sold
for $9.00.

The total amount realized at this sale, which consisted of 435 lots, was SS79.X5.
Two lots only were not sold and one was withdrawn.
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WHITHER ARE WE DRIFTING?

hiv liov F GIEENK.

0 ACH mariner on the Philatelic seas remembers full well the day upon which he first
shipped before the mast, unlearned, yet eager to learn— with what joy he embarked
upon the long voyage outlined before him.

What fond recollections cluster around us as in memory’s light we read the log-
book of our voyage !

Yet, as we sit in the quiet of our state-room to-day, we pause and wonder at the
causes of so many staunch craft that have weathered the gales for years, now drifting
hopelessly about on the open sea.

Could we but divine the causes of the vessels hopelessly drifting, could we but read
the records of their voyages, they might serve as a lesson to us to keep to the prescribed
track, and not wander into each frail arm of the sea which is opening before us.

For example, there is a craft in the distance which is foundering on the coral reefs
of despair, and which any moment may plunge down, down through the unfathomable
depths to the ocean bed.

Years ago, a trim, unassuming, but staunch craft, was launched for its first voyage,
and for years it has plied its way, picking up cargoes here and there, and proving a
source of remuneration as well as deep knowledge to its owner. But to-day, what do
we see? A water-logged craft, full to the deck with a miscellaneous cargo, all heaped
together in the wildest confusion.

A little of this, and a little of that, all in the same compartment, separated by
naught, and the constant heaving of the vessel has promiscuously united all these
ingredients into an admixture positively worthless.

And to gain this mixed cargo the captain has put into every little by-port where
channels were narrow and breakers cast their white caps on the shore. Few vessels
could withstand such shocks, and is it any wonder that to-day that once promising craft
seems but a wreck of its former self ?

Let us take this as a lesson, to forever keep to the open sea, to accumulate only
a distinct cargo, and never to overload.

Let our cargo be the regular postal issues only; let us not take on a few hundred
locals, a few thousand revenues, and an indefinable cargo of steamship companies,
express franks, official seals, double impressions and perforations.

Should we ship such a mixed cargo as our dismantled neighbor has done, we
would find ourselves in the same distressing plight, with no helping heart or willing hand
to tow us into port.

And let us keep to the opensea; let us not steer off two or three degrees to the
westward to take on a cargo of postal cards, nor two or three degrees to the northward
to take on an assortment of entire envelopes, but let us keep to the open sea, where free
from narrow channels, with never a fear of a coral reef or a hidden rock, we push on
and on until our cargo is completed, and our voyage nears its end.

But you ask, what of the frail craft that is now foundering off the rocky reef ?
Let the skipper, if he be a sensible one, throw that portion of his cargo which is thrown
together, overboard, or at least a large portion of it. When this has been accomplished,
he will see his vessel right herself and stretch forth her wings to catch the breeze as she
gallantly plows the waves towards fairer seas.
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Whither are we drifting ? Are we mindful of the chart ? Do we keep to the
prescribed path ? | fear there are too many of us taking on these miscellaneous cargoes,
and at last we will find ourselves overloaded and going down.

Let us keep to the open sea, and complete our voyage so. auspiciously begun.

UNIVERSALITY OF PHILATELY.

\I/HERE is the class of persons who have no representative marching under the
W banner of Philatelia ? Is there any sort of people who have not surrendered one
of their number to the fascinations of Philately? What nation can boast of a total
insusceptibility to the charms of stamp collecting ? In casting about for an explanation
of the power wielded by Philately over the fancy of its followers, one is moved to
exclaim, in despair of evolving a logical answer : “ Tell me where is fancy bred—or in
the heart or in the head ? How begot, how nourished ?"" Stamp collecting is wholly
monopolized by no one class of individuals. It is the common property of all sorts
and conditions of men, and it is our purpose to cite a few illustrations in the hope of
proving the truth of the assertion.

A writer recently stated that Philately was free from “ toughs ” and the baser sort
of men. Generally speaking, this may be true, but it is not strictly so. There are bad
men who collect stamps ; men as bad as any who *“ ever scuttled ship or cut a throat,”
although they form a very small percentage of the totality of collectors. It is not every
one who can appreciate the enjoyments of stamp-collecting ; different things
amuse different minds. We know of low-minded and inferior individuals who have
enthusiastically embraced Philately, while it was rejected by those of superior mental
and moral qualities. No one can tell who is a stamp collector in embryo until the
beauties of collecting are unfolded to the person ; none can tell or know whether his
final judgment will he unfavorable to or favoring the pursuit.

There is no particular standard of intellectuality required of the one collecting
stamps: the condition of purse would not dictate against collecting, and the station of
life argues neither one way nor the other. These but regulate stamp collecting. A person
gifted very highly intellectually, if he be a collector, would abstract keener and more
refined pleasure from his stamps than the one of grosser mind, whose enjoyment would
naturally lie of a different order. It is truly convenient for a collector to have a pocket-
book full in proportions, but it is not imperative that he have a pocket-book at all!
One could still collect stamps even though he had no money. Could one not beg,
borrow or steal them. “ Yes,” some ill-natured individual might say, “ if he be a
Chicagoan he could beg, borrow and steal them.”

The cottage can with modest pride point to its stamp collection as well as the
palace; a day laborer can collect stamps with zest as pronounced as that of him eminent
in his profession. One of the most kindly features of Philately is, that all its followers
meet upon an equal footing; social and other considerations are cast aside. Philately

is the great leveller, and yet it is the great elevator.
C. E. Severn.
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THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA.

By Captain Ernest F. Wurtele.
PART Il

HE business conducted by lottery companies through the instrumentality of the mails
has practically ceased, although to a certain extent carried on by means of
private carriers. This much to be desired result has been obtained by the efforts of
the postal authorities in enforcing the Anti-Lottery Act. The Department received the
following notices which speak for themselves :—

Notice.— The Supreme Court of the United States having decided the anti-
lottery postal law to be constitutional, it is hereby ordered and directed that no one in
the employ of this company shall mail a letter which in any way refers directly or
indirectly to the business of the lottery.

It must be understood that this company will aid in the enforcement of the law.

By order of the Board of Directors of the Louisiana State Lottery Company.

Paul Conrad, President.

MEXICAN INTERNATIONAL BANKING COMPANY
(Capital, $1,000,000.)
Juarez, Mexico, April 8th, 1892.
Hon. John W anamaker, Postmaster-General, Washington, D.C.

Sir—Acting in the capacity of President of the Gran Loteria Juarez of Mexico
| beg to assure you that hereafter, in good faith, the said lottery will strictly comply
with all the laws of the United States with reference to the United States mails.

Your obedient servant,
N. Leipheimer, President.

In order to confirm the promise contained in the second letter, the Juarez Lottery
Company pleaded guilty to five hundred and fifty separate indictments for offences
against the postal laws, and paid fines and costs amounting to $3,700. This they did
in the United States Court at El Paso. The latter company endeavored to secure
communication with the American patrons by depositing sealed letters in the Mexican
mails, but the postmaster at El Paso, acting under instructions, stamped upon each
suspected lottery letter crossing the border : “ Supposed subject to Customs duties,
resulting in their finding their way to the Customs officers. The Department have
reason to believe that the Louisiana and Juarez lotteries have accepted the situation.

The foreign mail service contracted for in accordance with the provisions of the
advertisement of the 15th July, 1891, and 25th May, 1892, commenced their operation
on the 1st February, 1892, and will be completed on the 12th October, 1895, which is
the date of the beginning of two of the contracts comprised in the above mentioned
advertisements.

The service applies to eleven lines, the number of trips to be made by each
depending upon the termini of the routes, which ranges from once a week to once in
every twenty-eight days. Of the eleven contracts, five are for a period of five years
and six for ten years.

This service when completed will require the use of forty-two ships of 165,802
tonnage, and in order to comply with the terms agreed upon, will require the contractors
to make an outlay of some fourteen millions of dollars.
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The steamers “ City of Paris” and “ City of New York ” have adopted the
system carried out by the German ships of assorting in transit foreign mails destined
for the United States, by means of sea post-offices. In this connection it may be stated
that this method has found favor with the postmaster of the port of New York, as well
as many others, and of travellers in particular. Practical proof is thus given of the
value of the application of the railway post-office principle to ocean steamers.

The Postmaster-General was authorized to test country free delivery bv a joint
resolution of Congress, approved 1st of October, 1890. The sum of ten thousand dollars
was appropriated for this experimental service with marked success. The above amount
yielded net proceeds of over three thousand six hundred dollars, due to the increased
business created by this system.

1ne collection of mails from houses has received due attention. Some sixteen
hundred house letterboxes have been examined during a period of two years b} compe-
tent commissions. In Washington City the test of one of these boxes was made for one
month, and found that an hour or more was saved to the carrier each day, and in St. Louis,
where the test was made purposely as hard as possible, it was found that there was no
actual loss of time. The postmasters of these two cities declared themselves as satisfied
that the collection of mails from houses could be carried on without an additional force
of carriers.

It was found in the case of the City of St. Louis that over four times as much
mail matter had been collected from the house boxes in a given time as had formerly
been collected from the street boxes on the same area during a similar period, resulting
in increased business from increased facilities.

Experiments have been carried on with pneumatic tubes, by virtue of the Depart-
mental allowance of ten thousand dollars for that purpose.

In answer to an advertisement eight proposals were submitted, out of which but
one proved practicable for immediate testing, that of the New Jersey Rapid Transit
Company. The tubes were put down in Philadelphia, and were to be ready at the end
of last year (1892). The result is not known to the writer. The condition of the con-
tract provided that the labor and cost of material in connection with this work was to be
met by the company in the event of the result not proving satisfactory, so that no possi-
bility of a loss to the Department could arise.

The adoption of a system of promotion for merit only is one that will be heartily
appreciated by the public, as it will in the near future guarantee a better service gener-
ally, No outside influence can avail to secure a clerk’s advancement, as it now depends
upon his own efforts and ability.

{To be continued).
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PHILATELIC COGITATIONS.
A GENERAL CHAT ON PHILATELY

By L. Il. Benton.

I\ TOW and then little points here and there concerning our hobby come to my mind,
* ' and as some of them are of interest and contain much worthy of considerate
thought, | herewith jot down some of them.

My first point is a geographical one. | hfiive always entertained the idea that
the Portuguese colony of Timor was that island between the Celebes and Australia—
that it was the most eastern of the Sunda Islands, and some miles east of Java ; but |
have seen it listed by several Philatelic journals as being one of the Mozambique
divisions. Is this not a mistake ? | can find no Mozambiquean Timor in any encyclo-
pedia. Hence | still adhere to my former idea.

How do you pronounce the name of your Hawaiian stamps ?

The Ladies' Home Journal is authority for the statement that the proper
pronunciation of FJawaii* is Hah-vah-e-e, there being no W in the “ Sandwich alphabet.
I knew that there were but twelve letters in their alphabet, but did not know just what
they were. If the L. H. J. is right, then the “ Hawaii ” on the stamps must be “ the
United States of it.”

In connection with this and the characters, letters and symbols found on the
stamps of various countries using strange languages, it might be of interest to state the
number of letters or characters of linguistic expression found on the Philatelic treasures
of said countries.

The Italian language has 20 letters ; French, 23 ; Greek, 24 ; German, same as
English, 26 ; Spanish, 27. Persia boasts of 32 characters ; Russia, 41 ; Japanese, 50.
The Ethiopia “ language” sports 202. (How glad | am that Pm not an Ethiopian !)

There is an unconscious, error of classification among us. Quite often we see in
Philatelic papers advertisements of postage and envelope stamps. Is this right ? No,
of ogprse not; the error stands revealed. Yes, indeed, what are envelope, letter-sheet,
wrapper and card stamps but postage stamps ? Adhesive and envelope and postage
and envelope are two widely different matters.

Our Columbian issue of adhesives now consists of 17 regular varieties— Columnrs
freaks, etc., not counted— and costs, unused, S16.33. The collector must not forget the
official change in the one-center from deep Antwerp blue to a light and somewhat dull
blue. The new 8c. maroon is a beauty.

The various orthographies of our printers are manifest on the surcharged
Puttialla (or Patiala) stamps. Some come surcharged Puttialla ; and on some we find
Patiala. | recently met with a used one with the Puttiaila surcharge, and cancelled
with the Patiala postmark !

Those “ official” (?) seals, purporting to be United States Government issues,
which have been handled by several dealers of late, and which are becoming a drug on
the market, have been denounced by a public postal official as having been unauthor-
ized by the Government, So says a leading journal. If this is so, the dealer who got

«Brownson : 1 How do you pronounce ' H-a-w-a-i-i Smithson: 1 Sandwich Islands, of course !
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them up ought to be rolled in a used Columbian stamp for a shroud and planted under
the shadow of a wormwood bush, with a celluloid tombstone labelled :

These were printed with and without ornaments, on thin, white, finely wove, and
also on thick, creamy, coarsely wove paper, straight and curved printing, etc., a regular
scheme.

There is a stamp which | consider far more collectible than the above, and that
is our meat inspection stamp. It, of course, has no face— and, perhaps, no Philatelic
value ; but if we collect that which interests us, we should certainly include the M. I.
stamp, owing to its simple beauty, and as being an emission of the Agricultural Depart-
ment— a veritable “ Department " stamp, though not in the postage category,

A description of it may be of interest.

The engraving is 5J by 2% inches (about 133 by 70 mm.), and was executed by A.
Hoen & Co., Baltimore, U. S. A.

The upper line is curved, and reads “ United States.” Below is “ Department
of Agriculture ” in a straight line. Then “ Bureau of Animal Industry.” Next is
1 Meat Inspection Stamp” in long label with horizontally-lined background. Signed,
1J, M. Rusk,” “ Secretary,” in two lines.

Eagle on shield at left, with “ E. Pluribus Uutim,” on scroll in mouth. Label
with lined ground in upper left corner for box number.

‘“ Act of March 3rd, 1891,” in border at left; white letters, black background.
“ U.S. A.” in monogram in ornaments in upper corners. Different ornaments without
monogram in lower corners.

The stamp is perforated, and has J to \ inch margins. It is primed in blaek on
brittle white wove paper.

Speaking of Department stamps, reminds me that there is one which | consider
to be priced wrongly in our standard catalogue— at least it is so, comparatively, | refer
to the 30 cent Justice. As far as my observation goes— and | have seen many fine col-
lections, rich in Departments—-there are, right here in the city of Taunton, Mass., a
number of collections whose Justices are complete, with the exception of the 30-cent,
the 90-ccnt being much easier to procure than its next neighbor. It is but recently that
the writer had the good fortune to secure one— having owned the rest for a considerable
tune. | know of but five Departmental stamps more difficult to procure than this, and
those are, in order, 82 State, 6-cent Executive, 10-cent same, 8§10 State, 8§20 same, and
le plus difficile of all, the 85 State, a copy of which sold recently for $103. And it was
a used specimen at that. The unused sells for but little less, a specimen recently bring-
ing 896 at a sale in New York city.

I recently saw in a newspaper where a humorist referred to the stamp window in
the post-office as the “ Lick Observatory,”

The Columbian edition of The' Pennsylvanian Philatelist contains many good
articles, among which is one by Roy F. Greene, in which he states that he has a trunk-
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ful of letters containing rejections of MS., (not Philatelic). This is probably just a
“ little stretched,” but it reminds me of one or two experiences in my own case, the
citing of which may be of interest and value to Philatelic writers.

Early in my writing career, | sent an article to a periodical to which 1 had con-
tributed several articles. It was offered gratuitously. It was returned with the statement
that owing to an overload of MS. on hand, it, and in fact any MS,, could not be considered
before a certain date ; merely a polite way of declining my effusion. So I sent it to
another leading journal, and | put a price on it this time. It was accepted and the
editor called lor more, and he got it— but a price went with it each time.

Another time | sent an article to a paper with ray price. It was returned avec
remerciments. | sent it to another periodical; same price. Accepted. More! How-
ever, 1 have been very fortunate in this line, for of what must have been close on to
forty articles | have written for various Philatelic publications, I have had but five

returned with thanks." (No, Mr. Funnyman, you can’t get your little joke in here;
the others were not “ returned without thanks ”— they “ got there,” so to speak). Four
of them | put out again and they were accepted. (The other one | kept and used it for
fly paper !)

For my initial article in various papers | generally demanded my name to be put
on the subscription book for periods covering from one to five years, according to the
article.

Before 1 close | wish to make a few statements aboutthe prices of our revenue
stamps.Their comparative cheapness is marvelled at ; their “ big jump ” in the near
future will not be a surprise to many.

An incident apropos will be a suggestive pointer to many,

A collector whose U. S. revenues were nearly complete, went into the store of a
large stamp firm in New York city, bent on filling up all be could of the remaining
spaces. The dealer showed him a book of stamps, saying, “ You'll find all we have in
there.” The collector looked them over and found not one of his wants, and it was a
firm issuing a large catalogue. The collector then ordered five each of a number of
those priced at one cent each. The dealer refused to sell, though he had the specimens,
saying that he sold only one to a customer. The collector argued on the difference
between 5 to 1 for five cents, and 5 to 5 for five cents. Finally the dealer said, “ Look
here ! to tell the truth, we are not anxious to sell those stamps at that price, for every
one of those stamps should be priced atjive cents each by rights.”

Tile reason for the present low price, and the moral to collectors, is obvious.

PHILATELIA’S DETRIMENTS.

“iVI ANY are the worshippers at Philateiia’s shrine, and many are the characlers
* therein represented.” In the rich, the poor, the liberal, the parsimonious ; the
one who collects for pleasure, the one who collects for profit, we are reminded that we
have many of the characteristics in common with other pursuits, though all of the
characters need not be represented to make Philately what it should be, as many of the
collectors are very detrimental to our fascinating study.
One of the detriments of Philately is the spirit of speculation, which is a predomi-
nant consideration, in many cases, which leads man}' into our ranks, when our pursuit
would be far better off were they not represented.
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I certainly favor the monetary consideration in Philately, but such practices
should be legitimate. Perhaps | do not make my meaning clear.

I think that the majority of collectors will agree with me in saying that most
stamps increase in value year by year, and if you have a little cash to spare, | would
advise you to invest it in stamps, to fili up some blank spaces in your alboum. Should a
safe and sure investment be desired, after the lapse of a few years the value of your
collection will be increased many times its original cost, if you have invested your money
judiciously. This | consider a legitimate practice.

Again, suppose you have one thousand dollars, and wish to invest it in such a
manner as to bring the greatest interest in the shortest time. Yon secure a “ corner,”
say, on the United States’ 1847 10-cents black, by buying five hundred used copies at
82 each, and holding these stamps two years, until their catalogue value has advanced

$5 >your stamps may be readily disposed of at $4 each, giving an interest of fifty per
cent, yearly.

But you say this cannot be done! Yes, it certainly' can be done and is done.
Not in the case of this particular stamp, perhaps, yet I know of a collector who is
endeavoring to secure a “ corner ” on this stamp, with indifferent success, but the 1869
90-cents and 1890 90-cents values are “ cornered ” to a certain extent. In the case of
the former; | know of one dealer having 150 copies of this stamp, and another holding
50 copies. Whether they offer them to the trade | cannot say, but if they do, it is
probable that a price much above the catalogue figure is asked.

That the United States’ 1890 90-cents is being “ cornered,” | say without fear of
contradiction by those in a position to know of the circumstances.

There are about three dealers in the United States who are quietly buying up great
quantities of this stamp, at about ten cents each, and holding them, thus advancing the
prices, and good specimens now command from fifty to sixty cents each. The expecta-
tion is that a new series of stamps will appear in 1894, owing to the change of adminis-
tration, and as the 1890 series has been in use for a short time, comparatively few of
the stamps have been used. Were it not for the “ combine,” however, good copies
could be secured for twenty-five cents at the highest.

How does this speculation affect Philately ? you may ask, It tends to make
collectors distrustful of dealers, and, in general, our collectors are not of the moneyed
class, and take up Philately as a means of instruction and amusement because It
requires less cash than many other means of amusement, and if higher prices are asked
than they' can afford, they are not slow to become disgusted with the pursuit, especially
as they know that the prices are exorbitant.

There is another class in the speculative side of Philately. | refer to stamps
created purposely for speculative purposes. Mr. N. F. Seebeck, of New York, furnishes
the Central American countries a new issue of postage stamps, without charge, every
year, with the provision that he may have as many sheets as he desires to sell to col-
lectors. There is only one redeeming feature in his case— that he charges no great
amount for each set.

To be sure they are of beautiful design and coloring, hut as it was to his interest
to make them so, that they might prove attractive to the eyes of the younger class of
collectors, as also the low price was made to suit their pocket-books.

Another speculative expedient is the surcharge, and as though a plain surcharge
is not sufficient, an inverted letter is generally placed on the type, or the surcharge is
sometimes inverted by mistake.
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Those Central American Steamship Company’s stamps are nothing more than a
speculative issue of reprints. The stamps were printed and the plates destroyed, and
the stamps (about 2,000,000) were purchased by a California Philatelist for $1,800, or
about one cent a stamp. The holder now magnanimously offers a set of five for only
§5.00.

In sending out his circulars he states that Mekeel prices the set at $42.50, but the
values were based upon the representation that only a limited quantity were to be had,
when a large quantity had been purchased. Comment is unnecessary !

W alter A, W ithrow.
(To be continued.)

INTERESTING ITEMS.

X\ 7HILST reading a copy of the Eastern Philatelist some time ago, | was
v approached by a neatly dressed individual, who asked me if | was a collector of
stamps. Answering in the affirmative, he briefly told me that he had a collection
mounted in an old account book, and he had several rare stamps in the same. After
getting his description down mentally, | concluded that it was an old-fashioned collec-
tion mounted in the old-fashioned way, and that he being tired of it was expecting to
realize a handsome sum from its immediate disposal. | asked him if the stamps were
glued down fast, and he said they were. | then told him it would be greatly reduced in
value on this account. He gave me a disdainful look, and then said : “ Oh pshaw !
they can be very easily removed by simply soaking them off I” | told him it would be
very dangerous, regarding the fading of the different colors of stamps. Poor Brutus !
he knew not what or how it could be 1

It is said upon very good authority that the 3 cents blue-glazed paper, New York,
1843, stamps, are being changed by chemicals to a 3 cents green. As the designs, etc.,
are identical with each other, it is only a matter of color.

There are several New York city correspondents, i. e, R. W. Ashcroft, L S.
Morton, Chas, W. Grevning, alias Ten Point, and Uncle Phil. The former lavishes
praise on the journal he edits ; second always runs into poetry ; the third is always giving
the S. of P. a free puff, while the latter— well, in my own mind, | have concluded he is
a “ genuine fake or reprint,” not a genuine specimen of the wary New York correspond-
ent, and moreover displays the symptoms of “ exclusive notoriety.” His ten cents a
page tale of a New York city marriage in The Florida Philatelist was a tale invented by
himself, and the parties on which it was sprung should get up and give him a taste oi
his own medicine. We think we know who he is !

Nommes-des-plumes are disguises under which writers pen their thoughts, and
simply adopt this plan to hide their name from public view, not notoriety. Of course
some privileges are abused in the case of certain writers under a cover, who hurl very
disdainful remarks at others, being too cowardly to stand up and meet their enemy, but
run and strike him from behind when he is not expecting it. | belong to the first class
and am not afraid to say it!

What queer writers we have! J. Bernstein, jr., fights for general collecting;
“ Knickerbocker,” Davison & Scott, uphold specialism ; L. G. Quackenbush tells us in
an able manner about the current Philatelic topics ; L. H. Benton is our most observ-
ing writer regarding discoveries, etc., and pens his articles in very decisive language ;
Il. F. Kantner is our parody producer ; while Guy W. and Roy F. Green (e) furnish



64 T he Canadian Journal or Philately.

ns with the best fiction and poetry we have. What will our next subject be? We’ve
diagnosed our bobby from twenty years back to the present day and centuries to come.
What our next subject will be is something the writer cannot inform you about.

Another reprint will soon be landed on the jaded stamp market, i. e., Mauritius,
one penny, red, of 47. Some officials of that country, while rummaging around the old
post-office, came across the famous dies. People hereafter must use good judgment in
buying this valuable stamp, as the market will be running full of reprints.

There is one stamp | know of that is very seldom seen catalogued or even
described. | refer to the fLuscumbia, Ala., Confederate provisional, which stamp is
listed in very few albums ; even Mekeel’'s U.S. and Confederate album fails to provide
a space for it. This stamp is sometimes said to be of a very doubtful nature, but
having looked up its history, 1 find it to be a very valuable stamp and the only party |
know of who possesses one of them, Dr, J. K. Russell, has a written guarantee of his
specimen’s genuineness. This stamp is a rival to the famous Livingstone, \la.,
Provisional.

Some papers claim that Lieut. Powell, of Salisbury, Mo., is the original inventor
of “ Philatelic Authors,” which consists of forty-eight cards with portraits of stamps,
date of issue, sets, etc. We beg to differ ! Mr. Roy F. Greene, | was told on very good
authority, was the true and first inventor of this beautiful little game, which is described
in his latest work, " The Ellsworth Stamp Club."

ONLY A COLUMBIAN SET,

| don’t want a Baltimore or a rare Macon,
Ora Millbury stamp or New Haven,

Nor a set of Germany, France, or Spain,
But a Columbian set of U. S. plain.

i don't want your Canada or Newfoundland,
Nor a Mauritius rarity or cold Greenland,
Or even a set of surcharged “ Jhind,”

But simply a Columbian set, do you mind !

| don’t want your Leewards or Heligoland,
Or a specimen set of our fair land,

But give me a set of Columbian complete,
It’s only a ($) 16.35 feat!

Each and every writer should quote the poet of his choice. John G. Whittier
was the favorite with me, and his beautiful poems always strengthen my desire of saying
and always upholding him as the ideal poet of the world.

Perpetual motion has been discovered !l Henry Ades Fowler is always moving
and catering to his readers’ appetites, but there’s power behind him. Success !

“ Professor Shelly.”
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mir Snii-li,
St;ctutti Floor. * Good Lir/ht.

EDWARD GOWING & CO.,

USAT

MEDFORD, Mass.,

Oflfer ils monili :
100 lnuseéPfJS anili<—» fine lot .

105 U.S. nfd 1 miri Dopic...

Set nf l.iheiin, Iti., Ut #1, minseri.

liofc sheets of rare stamps a specialty.
Correspondence solicited.

30c., 1869.

A very good copy for sale for
Si 50 ; a better for $1.75

A iiavgain,
E-T. PABEER,
BETHLEHEM, Pa., U.S.A.

N. GHAS SPARKS,

OTTA WATf Cattarlo.
— W -
« SPEt'IHIITY, li. jMn. *

1SO, Gooptv Strait,

CoKnrsroNiiF.scr: Sor.rc0  n.

A SAMPLE COPY

one j-rjir, iiie, LK lirrllsinii. meitc. m i inrli

THE LONG ISLAND PHILATELIST,

WOODHAVEN, New York, U S.A.

no VOL HLItfiCltlJtH TO

StanleyfiitbbonsMonthly Journal?

It is ilie best paper of its kind published in (jrent
Britain, and a year’s subscription (12 num-
bers guarantei d) can be bad of the
undersigned, who has author-
ity to receive (hem,

For the fabulously low price of Twenty-five Cents.

HENRY ADES FOWLER,

ia. SHANNON STKRKT, TORONTO, CANADA.

PHILATELY ADVERTISEMENTS. HI

IMPORTANT NOTICE !

The Auction Epitome (Vol. 11.)

For 1890, 1891 and 1892.
Compiled by S. C. SK1PTON.

I his volume, the companion one to that pub-
lished in 1889, and which had such a large suc-
cess, will now contain a summary of the London
stamp auctions during the years 1890, 1891, and
1892. It will be illustrated with portraits of
the principal auctioneers, with short sketches
of their careers.

This hook will be published in convenient
and portable form, and will be a most invalu-
able work of reference for all stamp collectors
and dealers.

A limited number of advertisements will be
accepted at the following rates :

e
' P;'ge 20 O
& page 1 6
i page 6 0
Apage s 4 0

The advantages of advertising in a work of
this class are sufficiently obvious. Being a
valuable work of reference, it will be continu-
ally referred to.

'The price will be Is. 6d., Post Free.

Vol. I. can still be had, price 2/-, or the two
together for 3/-.

Prepaid orders can now be booked with the
publisher or any of his accredited agents.

WILLIAM BROWN,

139, Castle Streut, SALISBURY, England,



THE CANADIAN JOURNAL OF

L’ANNONGE  TIMBIJOLOCIQUE

Is now in its fourth year, and gives each month from
twelve to sixteen tariff' pages

It has subscribers in all parts of the world, and is the
organ of the three most important Belgian societies
(Cercle Timbrophiie de Liege, Sotiete Anversoise de
Timbrologie, Federation des Philate!istes Beiges), and
also of a French society (L‘Union des Excliangistes)
Advertisements are thus read by the greater part of the
Belgian collectors, giving to dealers every guarantee of
wide publicity. Collectors will also find numerous ad-
vantages, for the List of [exchanges which regularly ap-
pears in the .Immure Titlthroloffigite is the most
complete that exists, containing only the addresses of its
subscribers, who have the right of inserting an advertise-
ment of four lines under this heading free

In spite of its name the jtu-nouer, Thuhroloffifftie
gives also in each number at least eight pages of reading
matter, consisting of original articles of interest to Phil-
atelists and the Collectors of Journals. Notes, New Issues,
Poetry, Society Reports, Reports of London and New
York Auctions, etc., etc

A specimen mimlier will always lie went on receipt
of a reply post card or a letter card.

Annual subscription for all countries, 2 frs. Advertise-
ments : r page, 25 frs ; £ page, 15 frs,; J page, 10 frs ,
1 column, to frs ; J column, 6 frs. 50c.; | column, 4 frs
30c ; each line, 25 centimes. A discount of 50% allowed
on all advertisements repeated twelve times.

AH communications should be addressed to the Director
of the Annonce Timbreltigitpie,

A 1t31Ay I> DMT1llicit,
Rue llante-Sauventure, 25. hirffr. liftffiurn.

The PHILATELIST

A Mich-class lllustrated Monthly Magazine.
Specially Adapted to Advanced Collectors.

The Auction Department conducted by W. G. Jefreins, Jr.,
Auction Kpitnme of IF'S. Stamps, now running, by
Herbert Crane Heairisley, lisq.

Other firiit-clit&s articles constantly appearing,
Subscriptiont 25 Crnfs per A umidii. ¢ Specimen Copy Gratis.

LEW IS JUSIIOI% Fulilijihttr,
Denver, Colorado, U.S.A.

The Massachusetts Philatelist,

Subscription, 15 Cents per Year.
Advertising Ratea—5 Cants per in.; 25 Cents per 2 in.
Circulation, 500 Copies.

I£sq.;’

Sample Knee.

/:. ). AsitTjasr,
tJ.S.A

Taunton, Mass,,

Specialties 1 United States and British Colonials,

Send references for sheets. 400 fine varieties for $1.00

Sfee International Philatelist

is the most popular philatelic magazine published at
a popular price. Contributed to by the best philatelic
writers

Subscription, 25 cents per annum. One specimen copy gratis.

Advertising rales: 50 cents an inch, regardless of length of lime or
space. Monthly circulation, 2,000-10,000:

Mention T he Canadian Journal of Philately, sure,

HENRY ADES FOWLER,
29. shannon Street, TORONTO, CANADA.

PHILATELY ADVERTISEMENTS.

AUCTION SALE

-0 F =——

STAMPS
25th of Every Month,

SEND FOR CATALOGUE.
BIDS BY MAIL.

Highest Prices for Collections or Valuable
Duplicates either cash by return mail
or placed upon catalogue at or
without a reserve.

Cet my offer before disposing. Jlone Better.

Best of References.

_F you purpose selling by auction do not sac-
rifice by paying 20 or 30 per cent, commis-
sion. | hold the only auctions, making no charge for

selling. The purchaser is charged 10 per cent. which
is the only charge.

Issues

for which

Wanted Columbian

of all denominations, excepting the 2c.,

will be given highest prices in cash or exchange.

Greatest Bargains ever Offered
200 Varieties for.....$ 2.00

1000 L 10.00
1000 L 25.00
1000 L 50.00

All genuine and in fine condition, and containing
many rare and desirable specimens worth several
times amount of price. Do not miss this unprece-

dented offer. Each a collection in itself.

C. H. HOLDEN,

MUSKECON, Mich., U.S.A.



THE CANADIAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY ADVERTISEMENTS.

Tile Philatelic Journal of Great Britain

AND PHILATELIC REVIEW OF REVIEWS :

A High-class Monthly Magazine devoted to the interests of Stamp Collectors.
50 PACES MONTHLY !!

The largest, best and cheapest stamp journal ever published. First Bronze Medal, Paris, 1892.

RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION :

Post free to any part of the world......c.c.ccocee. 3s. 6d. | Single COPIeS . 6d. each
Specimen copies gratis on receipt of reply post card.

RATES FOR DISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENTS :

3s per inch across column, or 6d. per line. A discount of 10% will be made on standing advertisements
of 3 months ; 15% on a 6 months, and 20% on a 12 months’ advertisement. Exchange advertisements in-
serted at the rate of two words for one penny, irrespective of lenglh. Strictly net.

Private advertisements will be inserted once gratis for 20 words for subscribers only, 3d. per word after ;
minimum charge being 1 - beyond 20 words. Rates to non-subscribers and subscribers after first time, 1 - for
20 words, and 3d. per word after. Business cards inserted at 4/- per annum. Terms net cash in advance only.

Notice.— The above rates are strictly net, no discount. All subscriptions during 1893 commence with
the January number.

REDUCTION IN PRICE! IMPORTANT NOTICE ! GREAT IMPROVEMENTS!
The “ldeal” Pocket Perforation Gauge

The best, most reliable, and in every way the most convenient perforation gauge ever invented.

Of this gauge the Timbre says “This gauge, considered as the best in America and Germany, was
employed by Moens in writing his large catalogue. It is the only gauge on which one can rely.”

Owing to the enormous demand for this gauge, of which many hundreds have been sold, the publisher
has much pleasure in announcing that he has added many improvements to it, foremost among them being a
millimetre scale for measuring surcharges or perforations, and also a set of gauges, which are placed all round
the edge of the card, and which permits the perforation of stamps that are stuck down in a collection being
easily and correctly gauged. It has been decided also to lower the price to

6d. per copy, postage extra, instead of |-

Special quotations for quantities. The Gauge can also be had without the publisher’s name on in quan-
tities of not less than 250. For terms apply to the Publisher.

XL The “Ideal” Packet

This Packet, containing 1,000 varieties, is the finest packet we have ever placed before our friends and
customers. In character itis similar to our old No. 60 Packet, which was so great a favorite, and the success
that packet met with has encouraged us to still further improve it and add to its many advantages. It now
contains stamps never before placed in this packet, many very fine and obsolete varieties. To give a complete
list of its contents, or even a large portion, would be impossible, for the best stamps will be continually changed.
It is very different from No, 58, which is our ordinary 1,000 variety packet, price $6, and it contains a great
many scarce varieties that are never found in this packet. Besides which, we give away to EVERY purchaser
of this Packet

A Magnificent Postage Stamp Album

bound strongly in cloth, containing over 700 pages, with about 2,500 engravings of stamps and too coats of
arms, and also giving geographical, statistical and historical notes upon every country. The size of this album
ti 12x9 inches and nearly 2 inches thick. To every fifth purchaser we will present a stamp catalogued at not
ess than to -. Purchasers not wishing to have the album with the packet can select the worth of stamps (6 -)
from our list. This is without doubt the finest offer ever made, and we feel confident that it will give universal
satisfaction. The price of this Packet, with Album, is $10.50, postage extra.

1. Mile. Gisquiere 5 Mr. C. E. Jennings 9. Mile. Gisquiere 13. Mr. C. de Mey

2. Le Marquis d’Espies 6. Mr. G. Muller 10. Mr. C. E. Jennings 14. Rev. \\. H. Pullen
3. Mr. C. E. Jennings 7. Mr. J. Bertels 11. Mlle. Gisquiére 15. Mlle. Gisquiére

4. Mile. Gisquiere 8. Pastor Dieslebmann 12. Mr. J. Bertels 16. Mr. J, Lima

¢ above are the purchaser« of the first sixteen Packets,
This list of purchaser7l speaks for itself as to the satisfaction it glves collectors.

WI L L I AM B ROWN 139, Castle St., SJI\LISBUHY, EfJCLAND,

AGENT FOR CANADA :

EDWARD Y. PARKER, 57, Huron Street, TORONTO.



THE CANADIAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY ADVERTISEMENTS.

SPECIAL BARGAINS ana NEW ISSUES

FOR THIS MONTH ONLY.
TILATUSIEID XJ3STLSSS STATED.

Per i. Per io. Per 1. Per io.
St. Vincent 4Cl. yellow, already obsolete ... ,$0 25 Straits 25C., USEA ..ooccvviceeriieiereeeeseeeeseees $0 04
Mexico Official S., brown [ 2 " 5C> ¢ 5
_____ 2 Tonga used sets, id., 2d., 6d., 35 $2 60
Hayti 1890, ic..... 4 $° 3° Argentme 1892 $1, used 25
“ ¢ 2C.. 50 " 5o
“ 3c. 8 70 " " $5.. 1 00
N " 7c...... 20 1 75 Austria 1890, used, ikr.-2gul . 30 250
Siam 1893. 4 on 24.......... 10 85 Levant 1890 5 pias, obsolete......t cocceeverene. 75
Belgium Sunday Stamp.... 2 15 Barbadoes 1892, set £-iod 87
Nabha 9 pies ... 4 Bechuanaland 1892, i-6d........c.ccocciiiiciinins 45 4 00
Cape of Good Hope id. on 2d 5 40 British East Africa ia on id. English. 2 50
2Jd.on 3d.. 9 80 Cooks Is. set id.-10 ............ 125
Colombia 2c. green, used..... 2 15  Falkland Is. Jd. on "of id.. 37
Nowanuggur, ra, black 1893 . 1 Obock set of 14 1 00
Bamra |a, new color. 1893 . 1 Gold Coast 10/-...... 3 50
French Colonies new type, 18 colonies, 1, 2, Great Britain £1 green, used. ... 100
4, 5C-; each colony 5 4° 40 paras on ¢d., used ........ 5 00
Hong Kong 20/30used 1892 6 50 41 current, used 3 16
50/48 " to 90 Greece, imperf., 25 lilac 9
Paraguay ic. 1892.....omrmmeenersnnesnsesnneens 1 5 " 40 blue 15
M 2G 1 xR XN - 2 10 v peril, 25 lilac 7
“ TAC, TL e 10 /0 * 40 blue o 12
30c. " is i 50 " 2 Ipt. imperf. Brussels impressions.. 25 225
4oCc. ¢ 2j 2DO Mauritius 2 on 4c... 4 30
©B0C M e 35 300 " lon 2c.. 4 30
“ 80c. " 4° “ 2 on 38c. 18 150
“ $1 " 5o " 2 on 38c. on gd 18 150
Transvaal i on 2. 4 3° " Ton ific.. 12 100
Ca de Mozamblque 5r 3 20 Oil Rivers id..... 8
lor.. 5 3° 1 id.. 8
“ 2or.. 7 6° " 2d... 10
9 80 " 27d. 20
" 4or 14 i 30 " 1/- 1 00
Sets 5-30S.......... 125 " 3d 25 235
Funchal loor... 18 New South Wales »'mb.
Nandgam 1893 la.. 30 AULY PAPEr e 20 175
M M 28 8 60

TT7te Philatelic Journal of Great Britain, together with the Monthly Supplement, The P hila-
telic Iteview of Reviews, 87 cents per annum. Specimen copy gratis on receipt of a reply post card.
About FIFTY PAGES monthly. The largest, best and cheapest Philatelic magazine in the world.

Agent for Conada:
MR. E. Y. PARKER,

57, Huron Street, Toronto.

Ready Shortly, THE AUCTION EPITOME, Vol. II.,

being an Epitome of Auction Sales in England for the years 1890-92, giving in a tabulated form the principal lots aisd
the prices realized. The best possible guide to the value of rare stamps. Price 37 cents, post free. Vol. L. 1888-89,
price 50 cents, or the two volumes together, post free, for 75 cents.

THE IDEAL PERFORATION GAUGE.

The most accurate gauge ever invented. Mathematically correct, being printed from an engraved copper plate



