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I'OSTAGE-STA:\JP CO LLE CTING. 

A l:OtiT ten )'Cars :igo, when 
the.: passion for collec t-

ing posta~c.:-stamps 

had just begun, all 
that w:is known of 
them could be told 
in a few pages of 

'-.I. :\t<;HOL1\ S. Out at the present day, postagc
'tamp collecting, in many parts o f tJ11s country 
.ind Europe, h;-is so increased, that a n:ime
" Philately "-h:is been g iven to the pu rsui t. and 
inuch attention has been paid to it in various ways. 
111 some of our cities there arc shops where nothin~ 
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11111 f.1rt.ign po~ta~c-~t amps an: sol<!, :.ind 111 1'1ris 
thnc 1s .1 n.:g•1h1r postaHc-stamp exch:1ngt• on the 
1...li.1mps Fl )St~t''>, 

The collcct1n~ uf pns1agc.:-starn ps i5 !l<Jl Hh, .1ys 
such a fri volous P••!>limc or 11ccupat11111 as 111.111~ 
people imag11ll', 

Tlwsc httk h11-; of colon ii p.11wr, orn.111w1111.:d 
with portr.1its, nr 1.oah 1Jf ar111c;, ' ' r p ee uhar dt'\'ll't'~, 
h:nt! a i.:rt-.•t dt· ii of mfonua 1ion in them. Tht )' 
tt"ll of the.: ri-.c and foll of princes; of the.: hi;,tury 
tJf republics; of the m::innt•1s ancl cu!>tom:. of 1h" 
pl·oplc; <~f tit<.: peculiar characteristics uf thc t.n1111 

l•)· Th1.; Frn1d1 .1nd Sp.rni~h st:imps an• l'pito111c"• 
,,( thl· hbtori1.•<1 of their respect iv<' r:1111ntri..:!';; till' 
Eni.;h-,h coluninl st.rn1ps arc a g{'ngr.1phy in th~m 
selves; the Snutlt A11wm·:1n st:'lmps present a nnc 
clispl:i.y 11f l11t>tto~·s .1nd ck' ices.; frotn Ille \\'est 

Vol.. 11 I. -.t 

Indian stamps we learn somethi ng of the peculiar 
diaractcristics of these islands: whik in the stamps 
of our own country, in common with others issuing 
from other quarters of the globe1 we have national 
portrait galleries. 

\\'hilc postage-stamps arc being collected, or 
when they arc p ut into their a lbums, they arc ex
amined and studied. T he map is consulted to fin d 
the loc:.i t ion of the country issuing them. The his
tory is opened lo find whose portraits :ire figured 
on thl'm. The cyclopcdia is brought out to get 
some idc.1 of their value. Some learned friend 
is questioned to find the meaning of tlw rcculiar 

PB -i 
I ~1111, 111C,7. 

inscriptions or legend!>. And . little.: by little, this 
research goes on \intil the collcctur often finds him 
self, in a manner, ~eltlng hints of a lmost evC' ry~ 
thing- o f intcn:st going on in lht• world. If Russia 
a nd Tur kt.:)' arc yu.1rre linl! n1 l'f ~l(llltL·ncgro, he 
t..111 distuss the c:ausc of the troubles. lfe found it 
out" hen eiw111m1nK the: Montvncgrm stamps in h i-. 
:1lh11111. \\'hl'n a younK hor 1c; placed 011 the th rone 
of Spain, and the collcctor':. <1ttcntion is r.a llccl to 
this coun try, :.tarnp> ~how h im the m:i.ny changes 
i11 that unfqrtu11atc cnu11tf>'; nncl J\madcu'i, ;iml 
I )un (..1rlus, ~111tl lsa l1d la, a rHl the proud and 
h.111.:hty nation \1h1<h u11vetlt·tl a nnv cnntinL·n t, 
p:t">'- hd orc him .is a p:mnrama. Tlw Centenn ial 
is spoken of ; 011r youn g cnllt•ctor tnkc.'s out hi ... 
:ilhum, and sees Frnn ldin \11tll his kite , \Vashing
ton at Yorktown, Pc:rry on the Lake-., Jefferson 
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and Louisiana, J ackson behind the cotton bales at 
New Orlc:ans, Scott on the p lnins of Mexico, and 
Lincoln with his e mancipation proclamation. 

In st.unp-collccting the judgment is sharpened 
in endcavoring to detect tlie good stamps a nd to 
discard the counterfeit; the eye is drilled to appre
ciate the harmony and contrast of colors, in the 
proper a1 r:'lngcment of the stamps; p:nie ncc is 
acquin:tl aml taste cultivated in the efforts tn pro
duce fine <.Jfccts; and cases are known of foreign 
language5 being studied simply to enable the col
lector tn decipher the legends and insc-riptions on 
tlie sta111ps. A purc;uit which is product ive of so 
much good should not be decried as a mere child
ish past ime. 

The introduction of the po!>tal s~·;;tcm , as it at 
present rxists in all countries on the g lobe, h:lS 
been cn.:ditl:'d to Engl:lnd, when, in 1840, covus 
and envelopes were devised to carr) letters a ll m•er 
the kingtlom at one penny the single r:ite. Th is 
plan was adopted th rough the exettions of Sir 
Rowl:tnd I lill, who has been aptly termed the 
·•father of posta:;e-!>1amps." It now ;1ppc:irs, how
ever, that there is another :-ispirant for the intro
duction uf the stamp system. In Ital y, as far hack 
as 1818 1 Jetter shct'ls were prcpan:cl, dul)' sta mped 
in t11c le ft lower corner, while ktters were delivered 
h>· specially appoinll.:d carriers, on the prepaymen t 
of the money which the s tamp repr<'scntl"d. Tlw 
1•nrly stn111p represented a cou rie r on horseback, 
.llld was uf three values. It was discontinued 
1n 1836. \Vh1.:ther Italy or Great Britain fi rst in
troduced postage-stamps, 0thcr countril'S afterw:11d 
beg-an to avail thenbch cs of this method for the 
p1 cp:t)'l1lCnt of kttcrs . • ilthough they did not 111!1\'e 

very p mmptly in the m.1ttl.'r. 
< ;n•:it 13rit:iin enjnyed th<· monopoly of st.1mps 

for three years, :ind, thou:,{h the first st;\ulps wl•re 
issued in 1840, she has made fewer chan ges in her 
stamps th:111 any other coun try, and has s11 (frrccl 
no ch:ini;c at a ll 111 the main tlcs1).('n- tht• portrait 
nf < !uce 11 V1rtona. In flth t·r countries. 11otnblr i11 
onr 1.wn, the S;rndwich lsla11ds, ancl the Aq,:entmc 
Rcpuhli 1~, the hunqr of portraiture on the stamps 
i-; U!'ll.\lly d1stributnl :i1111mg varm11s high public 
•1ffi cer~; hut an Crcat Brita111 th<' 0 1tl'<'n .alotw 
t1gurcs on he r stamps, :rnd not t'\l'll ihc ch:i11~l'S 
that lhir ty- fivc years h.wc made it1 hl·r face a rc 
:.lwwn 011 the n.1tion.1l ;1ml coloni.1l po!.'lt.i;:e
sta mps. 

Tlw n1·'t llllllllly t" follow tl1<· n:ample ' ( 1·n;.: 
J.1 o11 l w.1 ... n1.)til . J11 t 84~ a S\:'rlt S ,,f thn·1• <.,l.tlllfh 

w.1s iS'>lled. <'Oth1;,,l11lg '>lltl Jl l\' of la1 ~t' n11111cr;1J<; lk-
11otmg the valm:, and .tll pr11111."d in lil.11 k. T hen 
c.Lme the ca11tons 111 SwnzerLmcl. and Finl;ind. with 
CO\'dopl'5 wl11cl1 tc. <l.i y an. nrr rare , nnd soon aftl r 
them. B.1v.m a, Bl·lgi11111, F1 .1ncc, H <1nn\er. Nt•\1 

South Wales, Tuscanr, Austria, British Guiana, 
l'russia, Saxony, Schlcswig H olstein, Spain, Den
mark, It::ily, Oldenburg, T nn1dad, Wu rtcmburg, 
and the U nite<l States. Other countries followed 
in the train, until, a t the present muml!nt, there is 
scarcely a ny portion of the ~lobe , inhabited by 
civilized people, which has not postage-stamps. 

In looki11g :it a collection, one is s t ruck with the 
v::iriety and peculiarities of the designs. You 
would not suppose that Cashmere, noted fo r the 
beautiful designi; of its shawls, could ever sanc
tion such a stamp as the one shown on th~ preced
ing p:ige. And it wou ld puzzle a hicroglyp~ist to 
decipher the quee r device unless he s t re tched his 
imaginati0n to sec some resemblance between it 
and the Cashmere go<lt. T hese stamps are prin ted 
from iw,ry blocks. wh ich accounts for rhcir daubed 
<1ppe<1ranct·, the figure in the cut being d ecidedly 
superior to tl.l! !>tamps themselves. The stamps 
for the "ii·· gin Islands arc very sig nilit:ant. The 
first !hell •1ppe:arcd represented a \irgm holding in 
her l'anrl 1 l:imp, and surrounded by elc:ven lumps. 
Collectors nt once put their heads tot;cthcr, and 
agreed that Columbus, who <11.,cu •T'('r'. these isla nds, 
having n.:gar<l tn their number, n.1{11ed them in 
cnmmemori\t1on of the cclcbr.1te<l e leven thousand 
virgins of Cologne. The tru th is, ho" ever, that 
Columbus d isco,·cred these isl:mtls on the Virgin's 
fl ay, an<l according!) named them afte r the Virgin 
Mary, and tha t the twdvc lamps represent the 
twdvc primitive Chris tian chnrities. The Virgin 
lsk-s arc a group of small rocky isl;\nds north of 
Ilic C.11·ibbcrs. 

W e krn"v of a postage-sta1np issuLd in the Isle 
of R eun ion (formerly'' ~ Isle of Bourbon), in the 
Indian Ocean, which , origi11<1Uy worth a few cents, 
rannot now be b ought for one hundred dollars, 
.\llhough lhis is by no means the highest pric:c 
"hic.h h:i :. h.:en pa1cl for a postagl··stamp. 

The IJritish c.;u iana stamp, represented in our 
cut, th<H1gh \lgl)' ~·nough, is one of the rarest 
;,,tnmp:. kno1111 . Pcrh;ip:. there is not a complete 
>t"t in any 11nc collu:twn. 

W e mi ght proceed in tl11s wny, ucscnbing the 
per11liant1~·s of postai;,•-st;1mps, till• reasons for the 
n1111H rou.., 11L vices :inil rh.m~c·,. .111d find a pleasure 
in the n:rit:'ll : but the) oun~ colkctor tnu:.t have 
-.om 1.:1hin~ kft fi n h is 011 n i11<lu ... 1 t"), rind it is bct
tn, thcrdure. IO k;Wc thh µ.ut of the subject, and 
say :.01111.'tl1111g :ibout the propc1 way nf keeping 
the stamps. 

It '" .1 di,.put(•cl <p11·c;tion "hcthcr prep;1rl·d ::ilbums 
-.IHrn ld l•e \l'>l'<l or not. J\lthou~h then: may be~ 
lUt.un ml·.1surc of ll'-t'fuln ~·,~ tn them, they leave 
nu toom fot the c-ct:rc.i!>C uf individual taste. That 
the prl•p.Hl'U alhu111 should he cnt1rdv disc;irded is 
cite up111 i1111 of 11111c out of ch.•ry t<•n n1lle1-1ors, and 
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wr advice would be, therefore, to use book!> made 
, 1 heavy paper, with perfect))' blank pages. On 
1hc,;e the stamps may be arranged to sun the col
h:ctors' fancy. 

The principle of mounting the stamps now 
adopted br amateurs 1s th;H knO\\ n as htngeing. 
:,cveral methods ha\·e been advocated, but the 
one we name is superior to all others in com•c
mence and adaptation to the purpo:.e. First, then, 
:i> to the paper used for the hinges. There is a 
kind of fin~. foreign letter paper, strong. thin, and 
.1lmost transparent, called by stationers "onion· 
... krn,'t which answers the best. Sheets of this 
,hould be washed on one side only with a weak so
lutiou of pure gum arabic. just th ick enough to How 
l.'asi ly, and to not crack when dried. 'rhe sheets, 
when dry, must be cut into strips o( abdut one-half 
inch in width. The stamps, h~ving been freed 
from all adhering paper, should be p\aced side by 
side <' ':1 the strip, one edge l>f which has been pre
viously moistened to the depLh of one-eighth inch, 
:is illustral~d in the folr6wing figu re: 

. ' 

~ wizb a pair of scissors, separate the stamp:.. 

.. 
,.1. ,. • • 

and trim the adh ering portion of the strip, when it 
should look like the following: 

Fold the strip backward upon itself, and by the 
application· o( a little water from a camel's-hair 
brush, the stamp is read y to be placed in position . 
The g reat advantage of this plan lies in the fact 
that a stamp i>ncc mounted can be easily removed 
from the page without injury to stamp or page, b y 
moistening the hinge, the paper being so thin that 
a slight touch of water wi ll l_oosen the hinge from 
the page. 

A word or t1\o on the subjccl e>f counterfeits may 
not be amiss. Stam p-dcaJing is qui te a lucrative 
pursuit, and the pn,fits an: certainly la rge enough 
to induce the dealer to sell only genuine stamps; 
it is a sad fact. however, that 1THtn} µcrsons counter
feit nearly every rare stamp, nnd palm off their 
cheat upon the young collector. and even upon 
the experienced amateur, as a valuable original, 

Younci collectors should be careful to collect. none 
but genuine po)>t,1g.: ... tamps, and to have no deal
ings except with respectable and honl'l>t pt' rsons . 
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BROTHERS. 
Grand, Sqnara and U priaht 

PIANOS 
ARE 

MATCHLESS. 
33 Union Square, New-York. 

They arc the best made in the country. They 
take the lead o f all first-class instruments, being 
unrivalcd in beauty of tone, and perfection of 
mechanism in every detail. Send for lllu ~tratcd 
Catalogue. 

PRICES REASONABLE. TERMS EASY. 

Mitchell, V ~nee & Co. 
597 BROADWAY, N. V. 

Crystal. Gilt, Brome and Docon.ted Gu Fixture1 
in gnatett variety. 

:Fine ]home and Karble Xant.el ClocU, Beal and 
Imitation JromeL 

B.lghest rre.m111m and ledal awanle4 bf lmtrlcu f~•Uhte 
BlllblUoa, 187f, for 

GAS FIXTURES, 
CLOCKS AND 

BRONZES. 
ARTISTIC GAS l'IX1'0:&B8 to Speoial Designl for 
Church•, Ralll, Stores, Bo!Ala, 'Fine Dwellhigl, 6c. 
~ 

MITCHELL, VANCE A CO. inYite the 11uention of the pub
lic to their un~ualed :usonment of i oodJ, all of th.;r own 
1NJ1ufacfW'C, whicb they oll"er at I- pnces. 

WAAIEAOOMS , 807 BROADWAY, N. Y. 

BUY THE BEST SLEEPING ARRANGEMENT fN THE WORLD, THE 

HARTFORD WOVEN WIRE MATTRESS, 
:\tADE ONLY BY THE 

WOVEN WIRE MATTRESS CO. · 
Hartford, Conneotiout, ancl Chicago, nlinois. 

Ask for the ORICINAL Woven Wire Mattress, 
and you will get the HARTFORD BED. 

IRON BEDSTEADS for Hospitals, and other uses. 

Children's Iron Bedsteads, Handsome and Durable. 


