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ALl about Surcharged Stamps:

A Collectors' opinion ; reasons
why they Lave been issued; superfluity.

> N addressing onrselves to this
g subject we believe we have
&/ selected one on which a vast
deal may be said and a considerable
volume of light thrown ftowards
the determination of the actual
collectable value of certain stamps
—the original condition of which
has been affected by additions in
the shape of surcharges or over-
prints. In very many instances it
has been found that the insigni-
‘ ficant origin of surcharged stamps
—1.e., the over-prints themselves
calls for very little credit to be
placed to their account as postal
gems, although a long price might
have been paid for them. Writers
have demoustrated the stupidity
evident in the practice of pracing
a liberal value on some sur.
charged stamps, which we hope to
mention in detail by-and.bye, only
because there is a demand for
specimens in the market. For a
stamp to be entitled to moral value
and to be treasured as a *‘gem” its
origin must be a respectable one,
because the issue of any label or
surcharge cannot be justified unless

\

there is cogent reason and necessity
for such issue to be preferred aund
to take place. There we ask is
the logic in giving to any stamp in
your albums, whether siccharged
or otherwise.—u particular value
as a gem to which 1t has no actual
right.  Colleetors’ are to be found
to whose door this suggestion
might be brought with a decent
chance of conversing them to a
more common-sense practice peo-
ple may be met with continually
who will tell you that they have
almost priceless gems in their
possession as Collectors, all owivg
their supposed value to some inpost
by surcharging ; but if the question
1s put to them to define the reasons
why this or that “gem" was issued
in otherwise than its formal state
in very many instances it will be
discovered that these claims to
legitimacy are of the flimsiest
nature possible. No great flow of
words is required to poinf, out the
fallacy of treasured stamps like
the 1881 provisional issue of Para-
guay, and stamps of this class,
although it is difficult to partic-
ularise fairly. The worst instances
whereundue confidence is generally
placed and absurd values put upon
stamps. We can speak from per-
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sonal knowledge about the fas. |
cination a single stamp bearing a |
surcharge often has for even Col.
lectors of experience and usually

rogy character. The over.prints
15 often treated as a qualification.

passed out of postal use, and now
we are on the subject we will
repeat the circumstances connected
with these labels as detailed once
upon a time by a Collector who
aspired toan essay on “‘post-marks."

We know of an incident which | His knowledge of the subject was
will serve to illustrate this, where, | good, but his faultstrangely enough

the people interested were both |
Collectors of some years standing. |
As a sort of speculation one of |
them bought a dozen specimens of |
the Spanish Stamps bearing the |
surcharge *“ Habiletado,” &c., and
realised good value for the best
looking specimens by exchanging.
In one 1nstance he got about twelve |
shillings worth of other staw.ps
for a distinct specimen of the 100
nil. de esc., surcharged as above.
Now probably if the present owner
properly considers the real phil.
atelic value of the label particu.
lorised or if the truth of the maker
is shown to him he must decide for
himself one of two things: Either
that he has placed in altogether
imaginary work upon the stamp,
or thathe is in common with many
others, we fear, collecting stamps
not for the sake of their beauty,
usefulness, and historical value,
but for the mere insaliate desire
to aizass as many varieties of labels
as possible without any serious
difference to the generally acknow-
ledged objects of stamp collecting.

The adhesives coming from
Mauritius show a different place
of surcharging. In this case of
course the over.print has not
appeared until after the labels had ‘

was a desire to communicate his
ideas too liberally. “Why not ™
says the essayist, “adopt the same
style of post-mark in our English
Post Office as appears on the

' Mauritius Stamps—the word ‘can-

celled’ in neat type.,” This ouly

| occurred last year, but we should

imagine the real fact of the case
are really too generally known to
need repetition here. The Spanish
labels with bars across, aud the
Swiss series over-printed “Ausser
Kers” may all be put into the
category. They have been so
surcharged to prevent their use as
prepayment of postage, being
merely the remainders of the old
stock in quantities to Dealers.
Then there is another stamped in ~
the threepenny and sixpenny val.
ues of the issue immediately pre.
ceeding the present series of our
own country’s stamps. Here the
reasons for the super-imposed 3d.
and 6d.have beenat varioustimesat-
tributed to indefinite and especially
in one instance to any unprobable
circumstances. Thesuggestionithat
any sagacity on the part of the
officials at St. Martin's-le.Grand
was sire to this offspring is scarcely
within the range of possibilty.
(To be Continued.)
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THE
roper foay fo Lick a Stomp.

“ The average ingenuity of the
man family,” said a retail
amp clerk at the post office,
ust be very small. Why, there
not one person in 500 who has
mption enough to put a stamp
a letter. 1 see the process
ne through with a thousand
mes a.day, and I ought to know.
Il the people at my window
sin by putting the stamps into
eir mouths, closing their mouths,
Iling their eyes like a man try-
g to swallow a Xill, and moving
e stamps around in their mouths
til they are perfectly saturated
ith saliva, They then lay them
1 the corner of their envelpes
d bring their clenched fist down
them like a pile.driver. Then
gomes the profanity. *See here,
glerk,’ they say, *this stamp is no
account. Won't you please put a
ttle muscilage on it? So strange
at they can’t put enongh muscil-
ge on the stamps to make them
ick." Now, the trouble is that
wese people lick and chew all the
um off the stamp before they try
affix it : and if the gum were an
wch thiek, it would meet with the
ame fate. The way to put a
amp on is to moisten the gum
ery slightly, and then lay it on
e envelope, and with the end of
e forefinger slip it back and for-
%ards once or twice until the
Baliva and gum are mixed. 1
uve been licking stamps for forty
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years, but I have never yet met
with one which would not adhere
if it was treated in this way."—
Chicago Journal,

POSTAGE STAMPS—were first
i perforated for division in 1854,
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Subscriptions.
1/~ per annnm, post free,
Abroad—36 cents., 1 mark, 50 pf.,
1 rouble, 2 franes 2 pesctas,
or 1 florin. post free,

Aduertising Nates.
Whaole page,10/- | Quarter page,3/6
Half w 6/-| One Inch, 1/-
Private advertisements, 12 words 2d,

10, BRINTON'S ROAD,

Southampton.

L

COur CXontempories.

We shall be pleased to exehange with
our Contemporaries at home and abroad.
|PubI¢'nhm gend two copies and we will
| reciproeate.

| g

“«Tue Staxr Connecrors’ Joursar”
is nndoubtelly the best Stamp
Paper published in England, we
should like to see a little more
reading matter in it however.

LE

« Herpaan's Miscernaxy ™ to hand,
wo hean that it is to be enlarged.

We hil\:“l&) received and acknow-
ledge with thanks:—*“MoxTuLy
Macazisg,” “MipraypPuiLatene
ADVERTISER."”
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Private Adbertisenents,

4 All Advertisements, &c., for
our next issue must reach us not
later than the 18th, < Y

Herdman's Miscellany, a mag- |

azine devoted to Stamps, Coins,
Amateurs, &e.—Edward F, Herd-
man, Berwick-on-Tweed.

50 Foreign Stamps, including

Cape of Good Hope, Norwegian'

Local (unused), Jamaica, Greece, |
&e., post free, 31d. 50, including
Argentine 12¢ (unused, Turkey
20 paras (unused), United States
2 cents. (unused), Brazil, United
States, Victoria, East India, and
Cape of Good Hope, 6d., or post
free, 7d — 10, Brinton’s Road,
Southampton.

NOTE PAPER

IN FIVE SHADES,

PRIRTED
|
WITH YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS,

o, V-, 100, 17, post free.

A few spaces to let in Copley’s
Annual for Advertising. Greatly
reduced prices. Write at once to

J. F. OLI :
GEORGE + BSTREET,

EPUBLICATIONS.

|
PUBLICATIONS. |
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post free
- 14d
- 4d

every month
A Directory -
A manual

¢ Magazine,” every month

ers of Gt. Britain.”
A treatise - -

nvelope.” A Handbook, lllustrated 7d
Sixty Illustrations, Inthe pre

— — ey

The Five Shilling Pieces of England.” A pamphlet
C. H. NUNN,
Publisher, Bury St. Edmunds.

How to deal in Foreign Stamps.”
English Silver Coins,”

The Stamp Collectors’ Journal,"
The Study of Philately.”

The Numismat
The Stamp Dea
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T0 DEALERS.

In order to clear
out our large stock
of Sets of unused
Constantinople,
we have decided to
offer 10 Sets at 1/6
post free.

“Printed by J. F. Oliver, Jun., 34, George Streel,
' “oOxford; and Published by Albert A. Dykes,
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