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~II nb.out Sur.c~arg.cb ~tmnps: 
A Vo I tectors' opinion. : retuo1111 

why thl!y huve batm issued; 111perjl11i1y. 

N addressing onrse1 ves to this 
subject we believe we have 
selected one on which a vast 

deal may be said and a considerable 
volume of light thrown towaids 
t he determination of the actual 
collectable value of certain stamps 
-the origi na l condition of which 
has been affected by addit ions in 
the sha.pe of surcharges or over
prints. I n very many inskl.nces it 
has been found t11at the insigni
ticaot origin of surcharged stamps 
-i.e., the over-prints themselves 
calls for very little credit to be 
placed to their account as postal 
gems, 1iltbough a long price might 
have beeu paid for them. Writers 
Lave <lemonstrated the stupidity 
evident in the pra.ctice of placin()' 
a liberal value on some sur~ 
charged stamps, which we hope to 
mention in detail by-u.nd-l.>ye, only 
because there is a demand for 
specimens in t he market. For a 
stamp to be entitled to moral value 
and to be treasured as a "O'em" its 
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on gm must be a respectable one, 
because the issue of any label or 
surcharge cannot be justified unless 

\ 

tltere is cogent reasou and necessity 
for such issue to he pref erred and 
to take place. There we ask is 
the logic in g iving to a11y stamp in 
your album::;, wLeLhtr S\iccbarged 
or otberwise.-a particular value 
as a gem to wllich it has uo actual 
right. Collectors' are to be fom1d 
to whoi;e door this suO'o-~stion 
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might he brought with a decent 
chance of conver;.;.ng them to a 
more common.sense practice peo
p le may he met with continually 
wlto will tell you that tbey have 
almost pr iceless gems in t heir 
possession as Collectors, a.11 owing 
t heir supposoo value to some in post 
by surcharging; but if the question 
is put TiO them to define the reasons 
why this or that ··~em" w~\S issued 
iu otherwise than its formal state 
in very many i11st<1.nces it will Le 
discovered that these claims to 
legitimacy a.re of the flimsiest 
nature possible. No great flow of 
words is required to point out the 
fallacy of Lreasure<l staml?s like 
the 1881 provisiona l issue of Para
guay, and stamps of this class, 
although it is difficult to partic. 
u la.rise fairly. The worst instances 
where undue confirlence is generally 
placed nod absu1·d values put upon 
stamps. We ea" speak from per-
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sonal knowledge about the fas
cinatio11 a single stamp bearing a 
s11rchn.rge ofteu has for even Col. 
loctor1:1 of experience and usually 
p1·orJy cliant.ctcr. The over-prints 
fr.; ofte11 treared as a qualification. 
We know of au i11C'ident which 
will serve to illust rate this, where, 
cbe people interested were bot h 
Collectors of soJl?.e year:> staudiug. 
As a sort of speculat ion ouo of 
them bought a dozeu specimens of 
the 'pnnis h 8tamps bearing the 
surcharge "HaLilet:ido," &c., and 
rea.lised good value for the ut:St 
looking specimens by excbaJi~ing. 
In one iostu.uce he got.~bout twelve 
s la illiu~ w01th of other sta, ... p;; 
for a. distinct spec!imen of the 100 
uil. de esc., s urcha rged as ::i.hove. 
Now probably if the prc.c;eot owuer 
properly con iders the real phil
atelic value of the label particu. 
l ori"t'<i or if the t rut h of the maker 
is shown to him he must decide for 
himself one of two thi tJgs: Either 
that he has p laced in altogether 
imaginary work upon the stamp, 
or that lie is in common with mauy 
others,\ve four, collt!vting stam1)s 
not fo r t he sake of tbeir l>ea.uty. 
u. efulness, a11d historical \ :due, 
but for the mere insa.liate <lesire 
tu a.:::nss as ma.uy varieti\'S of labels 
a'5 possible without any serious 
ditfonmcc to the generally :\Ckuow
ledgecl objects of stamp collt:diug. 

1'1ac a<lLesi ves coming from 
~l:~uritiu sbow {I. different place 
of surcharg ing. Ju this c::i.se .of 
('onrse the o•er-print h::i..s not 
o.11pc:i.n .. -<l until after t he labels had 

passed out of postal use, and now 
we are on the subject we will 
repeat the ci rcumstances c0twecte<l 
witL these lahels as detailed once 
upon s. time hy o. Collector who 
a.spired to au essay on " post.marks." 
His knowledge of the subject was 
good , but his faultstraugclyE::uougL 
w:1s a de. ire to communicate his 
ideas too liberally. " Why uot .. 
~ays the es&l.Ji t, "adopt the same 
style of post-marh i11 our English 
Post Office as appears 011 the 
.. \fauriti us 8t::unps-the word 'c::in
cel1e<l ' iu neat type." This ou ly 
oc<.:urred bst ye1r, but we shou ld 
imagine the real fact of the case 
are really too generally kuown to 
neecl repecition here. The 81)a.oish 
labels with bars across, au<l the 
8wiss serie8 over-priut~ "Ausser 
Kers" may all be put iuto the 
category. They have 1.cen so 
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surcharged to preveut. thi:!Jl' use. as 
prepayment of postage, hemg 
mere ly the rema.i!lders of the old 
stock iu qu:rntitics t-0 Dea lers. 
Then tlrnrt! i8 nuotlier stamped in 
the t1ireepenoy nncl sixpenny val
ues of the is.<.11f! imrnt'Cliatcly })re
CC\.-d ioa the present Reriu~ of onr 
uwu couutry's stamps. H ere the 
rcn.-;ons for 'the !>npcr-imposed 3rl. 
und Gel.have been atvnrioni-timesat
tributed to iudeti11ite aud cspt'Ci<dly 
ill one iustauc~ to any unproha.hlc 
circumstances. The suggc:stionltba.,t 
MV saO"ar·i~y on t ho part of the 
official; nt ~t . 1\l:wtin's.le-Oraucl 
wus sire to this offspring iK i,;carcely 
within the mngc of possibilty. 

(To lit Co11tinutd.) 
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tropcr hlau fo iitTt a ~tirnttr. 
"The a.vernge ingenuity of the 
man fami ly," sttid a. retail 

:unp clerk 3.t the post office, 
ust be \'cry small. Why, there 
not one person in 500 who has 

gumption euough to put a stamp 
Oil a. letter. I see the process 

ne through with a. thousand 
mes n.d::i.y, and I ought to kuow. 
II t lie people a.t iny \vindow 
Jin by putting the stamps into 

tbci r mouths, closing their mouths, 
!ling their eyes li ke n. mau tcy-

Ul" to swallow ~L pill, and moving 
tib~ stamvs around in tht:ir mouths 

t il th~y are perfectly saturated 
with sa.li·•a. They theo lay them 
on the corner of their envelpes 
ai1d briug their clmwhe<l fi t down 
en 1.hem like a pile.d ri ver. Then 
come· the profanity. 'Sec here, 
clerk,' they say, 'this btamp is no 
account. \Von 't yon plea e put a 
little muscila.ge on it? So strange 
that tLey 1,;an't put enough muscil. 
• gc on the statnps to make them 

ick.' Now, the trouble is th:it 
th~e people lick and d1ew all the 

u111 off the stamp before rhey try 
affix it; aod if the gum W\;!rc an 

cl1 t hick, it would meet with the 
rune fate. The wa.y to put a. 
t;imp on is to moisteu the gum 
cry alightly, n.nrl theu la.y it 0 11 

e eiwelo~, and with t he end of 
1e forefinger sli p it back and for. 
:uds once or l wire until the 

saJi,·a. and gum uni mixed. I 
mve been licking sttLmps for forty 

years, but I ha.ve never yet met 
with one which wo11lcl not adher1• 
if it was treated in this way.''
Chic'lgo Journal. 

PO TAGE ST1DIP;~ were first 
pcrforatt'Cl for didsion in 18i1-!. 
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Subscriptions. 

l /- per annnm, pot free. 
Abront.l- 36 cents., l 11H1rk .• jQ pf ., 

1 rouble, 2 fro11cs 1 pc,,dns, 
or 1 flori 11. post. free. 

~'ilnrrtising !htlrs. 
Whr.Jc pngu,J0/- 1 Quarter p:iooc,3/li 
lfalf ,, 6/- One Inch, 
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Pri n1to nd ,·erti c111c11tl', l :! words 3u. 

10, BRINTON'S ROAD, 
S outhampton. 
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©ur er antcmpCJrics. 
ll'e alu1ll be plcautl to n:tl1•111f1e 1oit/1 

nur CJ0111emp11rllrtu at /tome a111t abroad. 
P11/Jlielit•1s se1ttl tu:o cu111c11 <tlld we ttill 
ri:ciproe.ue. 

*• •• 
"Tui;,' r \lf P Cm.u :t Tott-; ' J v1'1l-;.u;· 

is 1111do11btc lly tho lw,,t. 8t.am11 
Poper p111.lishcJ iu l:11!!l.111d, '\ 1• 

shon ld liku to ~C<' n littlo murl• 
rcading mnttcr in it bowe,·cr. 

" JTr.nr>M uis )hs<"1·:1.1 .. \NY" to band. 
Wll hear I.hat it i.~ to be c11largctl. 

\\'o huve also rocciwJ ond ucknow
leJge with thanks:- " )foNTTILY 

M \O.\ZINE," •1)[11>L.\:SUPUtL \TC:Lfl' 

A I)\' EllTI:5.EU •• ' 
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A ll Advertisements, &c., for 
our next issne must reach us not • 
later than the 18t,h . ,,- (/) 

Herdman 'sMiscell::my, a mag
azine devoted to Stamps, Coius, 
Amateurs, &.c.-Edward F . Herd
man, Berwi~k-on-Tweed. 

50 F oreign Stamps, including 
Cape of Good Hope, N orwegiau 
Local (unused), J amaica, Greece, 
&c., post free, 31d. 50, including 
Argent ine 12c (unused, Turkey 
20 paras (unused), United St.1.tes 
2 ceuts. (unused), Brazil, United 
~tates, Victoria, East India, and 
C~pe of Good H ope, 6d., or post 
free, 7d - 10, Brioton's Road, 
8outhampton. 
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TO DEALERS. 
IN FIVE SflAl>ES, 

Ei order to clea1· 
P R i N TE D out our large stock 

WIT H YOUH NAMV. ANO ADDRESS, 

50, 11-, 100, 1:7, ~oat free. 
A few spaces to let in Copley's 

• \ nnual for AdYertisiog. Greatly 
reduced prices. Write at once to 

of Sets of un·used 
Ooris t a 1ritin,op le, 
we have decided to 
offer 10 Sets at 1/0 

J. F. OLI~·· post free. 
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