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Phi late ly Two Hundre d \:' e a n 
F rom '.\'ow. 

WE live in the o i~eteenth century, and 
we belong to 1t1 every surrounding, 

every pleasure is a member of it, and will 
always be associated with it; it 1s but 
natural that we should accept things as 
they are, without looking too thoroughly 
into the far future. Hut why '!hould we 
not for once overstep the boundary of the 
prese nt, and live a few minutes with our 
great-great-grand-children in the twenty
ooe hundreth century, looking into the 
pro.gresi; of our great common pleasure, 
Philately. 

Let us imagine ourselves carefully ex
amining an album of that date, criticii.ing 
the latest Greenland stamp, comparing 
the engraving of this beautiful i.pecimen 
from Patagonia, with that of Ireland, let 
us, I say, put aside all the common sense 
thc,ughu. of where we are, aod undo the 
chains which bind down our imagination ; 
only giving ourselves a brief rei.plle, while 
the tiresome facts are gone over. 

It is now only forty-five years s ince the 
first postap;e stamp was ii.sued in Eng
land, and yet Wt: tJnd ounch·es in a laby
rinth of stamps, coming from here and 
there, each month the compli1.:a tion ~rows 
larger- and stronger, and the beginner 
looks forward in absolutely dismar, to the 
7,000 stamps behind him and the 2s 1000 
Lefore him. "Will il do," he i-ays, "to 
buy old issues and let the new ones go ? 
Why yes, the older are coni.taotl) ~etting 
farther and farther beyond my 1eacb. l 
will ignore the 'new comers' and confine 
myself to those issued before 186o1 or at 
least to those which arc m oderately old.u 
A few years pai.s, he sees the "new 
comers'' t riple their former value, and 
again comes the question, "why did l not 
buy those when they were common ?" 
Thus il goes on, a never ending stream of 
stamps, closing up as fast as the forward 
ranks are conquered. Confiningourselvu 
to figures in the rough, we find that in the 
year 1884. there were in all about 700 
SW'nps, post.ah>, envelopes and wrappers 
1::.sued ; let us not take this as an average, 

but be safe and make the common number 
500; we have before us these two hnndred 
years, making the number rno,C'OO without 
our present sum. adding this, our total 
s~ows 107,000 stamps. a lf differenl . exclu
sn·e of thousands of varieties which are 
bound to come, owing to mistakes in 
engraving, etc. etc.; this immense number 
makes a complete collection imposslble 
a nd. to hold the majority, would take ~ 
lifetime. for example : it takes the average 
man about oue year to collect one thou
sand stamps, unless he is attended with 
unusual advantages for obtaining them in 
the shape o.f a large bank account, or 
numerous frrend!'l abroad, on this scale to 
collect the half, viz : 501000 stamps, wo~ld 
take 50 years ; 2s years, should 2,000 a 
year be. co lecte~, and rc should s,ooo 
a.nouall) fall to h1s lot. O f cours .. collec· 
t1ons could be banded down from one 
generation to another, but in thii. great 
~apse o f time, the number lost would be 
1m men:.e 1 these heirloomi. pbylng but a 
s.mall part. To hold a really good collec· 
uon, one should have at leas t one-founh 
of ~he t.lltal number, and thud, when the 
Ph1latehs1's collection reaches the enor
mous number o l z,,ooo varieties he could 
lay claim to ha\ing a good ~ollectioo 
With these plain fact&, very rough I) dnwn 
but :.ufficient to illu,trate my point, w~ 
will end the rei.pite. 

The owner of the album of the year 
208?, being obliging and proud of his col· 
lecuon, pomts out 10 us the different vari
eties, commencing with U mted States 
Showing us a peculiar itamp, value 3c.; 
color blue, 186<) iS6ue, he relates hia e"· 
~erience io obtaining. it. In an old collec· 
t100 of letter-s belonging to his great-great· 
gr~nd.fathe!, he fou~d an t nvelope with 
ih1s 1dent1caJ specimen placed in one 
comer ; upon inquiry, he bods it to be a 
great rari ty, only seen in one album out of 
a hundred ; saying, 14 1 have been offered 
Jto for it, but refused;" pai.sing oo he 
points out a 3c. War Dep't, e xplaio'ing 
that it was a kind of local, which he courci 
not find the origin of; be supposed It must 
have been used in transmitting letters from 
the field of battle, in the tiraes gone by. 

tTo b• coall.ourJ .) 
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- Subscribe l 

- And still they come. (Papers.) 

- Send in your exchanges for No. z. 

- The "Clyde Press" is the smallest 
we have as yet received. 

- The "Tag" collectors are trying to 
organize a National Society. Wha: nut! 

- No. 2 will bt: enlarged and have a 
circulation of 1,000 copies. Advertisers 
remember this ! 

- We have received for the first time 
a sample copy of tht: "Capital Citv Phila
telist." We hope to see you often. 

- The "American Numismatist" has 
made i ts first appearance and is a nice 
paper devoted exclusively to coins. We 
wish it success. 

- \Ve want some Good Agents for 
this paper. Send a stamp for our liberal 
terms to agents. See our offer for new 
subscribers. 

- In our next number we will have in 
addition to a Oepanment on Stamps, 
Coins, Curios, Tags, etc., one to be called 
"The Rogue's Register" devoted exclu
sively to frauds. All advertisers will have 
the use of this department. 

- Whilden & Brumby, of Atlanta, an
nounce the publication of a stamp maga
zine shortly. Sample copy fiend take 
notice ! 

- Stamps from Turkey will soon be in 
great demand (Thank$giving). 

Ring the bell ! chesnuts. 

- Send for a set of our Periodical Fac
similes to beautify your albums i1 .75 
post-paid. !\o collection is complete 
without them. 

11The Curiosity \Vorlr!" is the name of 
a new J·aper hailing from Lake \'1llage, 
N. H. and published by J l\1. Hubbard 
It is the best curiosity paper on our 
table. 

Under lh1~ he•d will ~ in~crted, free or cost to sub. 
~rihel'll, notic~ of uchan11e for Stamp•, Coin~, Man••· 
21,,, Reties, .ic. A 11 no11ces •hould reach us by •h• 
last of the quarter LO in•ure ir1scrtion m the ne~c 

numl•cr. TI1c right to exclude any notice U; rescrv•d. 

r750 Rare Chinese aod Japanese Coins 
consisting of many varieties, for Rare 
S tamps and Coins. 

Also, 
A large lot of Chinese Curi01>ities and 

Wells, Fargo & Co's Franked Envelopes 
for Rare Stamps. 

Correspondence solicited. 
CHAS. E. RANKlN, 

1201 Clay Street, San F rancisco, Cal. --f PEC I AL PFFER ! ! 

In order to increase our Subscription 
List we will give as a Premium to all who 
subscribe before December 1st one rare 
Chinese Coin 1,200 years old. This alone 
is worth the subscription price. Send 
now before you forget it as we have o nly 
a few of the coins left. 

Jo }DVERTIS ERS 

No. 2 will be enlarged to double the 
size of this issue and will have a guaran· 
teed circulation of 1,000 copies sent to 
live collectors only. As this is the only 
paper of the kind on the Pacific Coast, its 
value as an advertising medium can be 
readily seen. 

SPECIAL NOTICE I ! 

We received by mail, about Sept. 
2d, a small box containing three spools of 
silk thread, a box of gummed labds and a 
small watch charm, but up to the day of 
going to press we have received no Jetter 
or anything saying where they came from. 
If this should meet the eye of the sender, 
we will be greatly obliged if be Inform!' us 
as to what he wishes done with thr:m. 
If not claimeJ before Nov. 1 they will be 
at our disposal. 
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Qeh.e otaUforni11 <!t.o-Uecto~ 
QV .A.R 'l::'EB:LT. 

C. E. RANKIN, Pu blisher, 
120 1 CLAY ST SAN F RANCISCO. OAL. 

Subscription Price, 25c. per year. 
Advenisemcnt~ to appc<tr m No. 2 must be in by 

December •s, 1816. 

ADVERTI SING RATES, 
On.,.half I nch, • $ .30 One-half Column, • $1.75 
One lnch, • .50 Oue Column, J.25 

One Inch, 3 times • l-25 Ove Page, 6.00 

TtJIMS STlllOTLY CASH IN AOVAHCE. REMIT 8Y POSTAL NOTE. 

Gual"aotted C•l"cutatto11, • • J ,OOU Cos>l l'S 

Enttr1d td So1t F1a1tciaco at Gccond Cla•• MaH•"· 

Vol. I OCTOBER, 1886. No. I 

~S1'1.UT1'TOftY~ 

We take pleasure presenting No. r, 
Vol. r, of THE C ALl lfORNfA COLLECTOR 

to the Collecting P ublic, feeling confident 
that it \Yill meet with all the success it 
deserves. 

- -- :o:-

w e would like to exchange with a ll 
amateur papers published throughout the 
United S tates. Editors send us two 
copies of your publication and we will 
return the compliment with ours. 

- --:o :---
We are well aware of the great number 

of papers published throughout the U nion 
and do not begin the publication o( this 
Journal, expecting to receive 10,000 sul>
scribers as soon as the first number is 
issued. It takes time, money aod patience 
to get a paper on a paying basis, and we 
enter the ranks, knowing just what to ex
pect ; consequently, the CAt.tPORNIA 

COLLECTOR will not suspend after issuing 
two or three numbers. 

---:o:---
We desire to call the attention of Col

lectors to our Patent Stamp Photos, they 
are the same size as an ordinary postage 
stamp and are used to mount cards, auto· 
graph albums, etc. Adv. to be seen oo 
last page. 

~AJ>V£1lTl8£M£NT8~ 
\ Vhen an.<;wcring advenisements found in this paper 

do us the favor of s:iymg, "Saw ad. in lhe C:ihfomia 
Colte~tor." 

ea.fif o~tt1a. ~eit..fa.tdic. eo .. 
Importers of 

STAMPS, COINS & CURIOSITIES 
l?.01 CLAY STREET, 

Sa.= :Fre..ncloco, c~ 

COH ECTORS' A DEALERS' SUPPLIES A SPECIALTr 

SAMPLE LI ST . 

CURIOS . 
Chinc5" Chop 5titlu. per 5"1 of 7 •••••••••••••••••• 1oc 

" Hom Nuts, (S1nall Horns} lO for •. • •••.. . . 25c 
" NewJJlllp<r< (Crca.t Curiosity) co.c.h •••••••• 11c 

Lou cry Ticket~ (a Novelty) .... .......... sc 
·• Upium Hold~r, (used to smoke Opfom)each.3sc 
'' P:>per N:>pkin. {Pretty D«igns) t2 for •....• 'JJC 

N~-w YcM• Card' (AmLtsini;) car.h.. . . • • •• sc 
" Com Swords (~oo Coin on a string) each .. $1 Bs 

Dealers send a stamp for ou r W holesale 
Curio List. 

CO I NS. 
Chinese Coin& ('><l'l Y cars Ol<l) each •••.•.•...•••.. 5c 
J ;>p.vie5" Tempos (O"lll Coin Rare) each ...•. , ....• 9C 
Chinese Coin (1 Mill) •m•lle>t coin, dleh ........... toe 
Jll uic:an Dol13,.. (v.:ry old) each ................. $1 18 
Nickels. V (w1thoul the word cent$) each, ... .••... n 
Gold Quarters Cc= k hnd here only,) vuy nice, e.:ich 30 
Gold Halv~ " " uc:h ..... 6o 

We can allow Dealers a liberal discount 
on Ca lifornia Gold Charms. 

ST AMPS. 
Welts, Fargo & Co'~ fr:u>kcd 2c. Erwel's used c:>ch .. :JC 

•• u " .. c. u .. .. 6c 
2c. 0 unused • • 8c 
4Ct h t2C 

Nonhern Pncilic Exp·~, " 2c. 
:ic. " onu1ed •· 1oc 

These are only our prices on W. F . & 
Co's Envelopes, but we have in stock 
Stamps from all parts of the world and 
call tbe attention of Collectors to our 
" APPROVAL SHEET D BPART-'f E NT 11 for 
supplying their wants. 

.RE])..d:El!WIBER 1 1 

WE ALWAYS WANT GOOD AGENTS l 
LIBERAL COMMISSION PAID 

8EN0 STAMP FOR TERMS. 
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ir)J\J>V£11TI 8£M£NT8~ 
\Vh~ an~wenn& advertisements found in this piaper, 

please do ~ the favot by. mentioning "Saw adven~e
mcnt m •'The California Collector.'" 

COINS, STAMPS, CURRENCY &C. 
'24-page ca~ogue, 10 cts. Egg list, 2 cts. 

W. F. GREANY, 
827 Brannan street, San Francisco, Cal. 

Fine stock of U. S. Revenues on band. 
Correspondence solicited with collectors 
of this class of stamps. 

~~~~~~~~ 

:Eaubber Sta.J:n.ps 
BEST MADE ! LOWEST PRICES I 

Name stamp, or 1-line, only ..•. ............ .. 15 cen ts 
Name and address, or 2. line, only ..... ...... 25 cen ts 
Three-Ihle stamp . ............ . ....... .. ..... . 3• cen ts 
F our-linesiamp ............................. 40 ce11ts 
Jnlc\ pad and box, extra .. .. .... ......... ... , 8 ccnl4 
N ic1<el- pla1ed sett.inking ~ncil or J>OCl<et 

sump, 1 to 3 hne!l. with 1nk, only .... ..... 40 cents 
N ickel- plated "Tom l humb" self- inker, 1 10 

4 lines, only.. • .. . .. . .............. ... .. 65 cents 
Jllustrated Specimen Book and Ageots' term• for 8c, 

Cin:ul.ar:< free. Agent~ wanted at 7S a nd 80 per cen t. 
commis:.1on. Specio.l reduced pri<'eS 10 publishers offer. 
ing my s tamps M premlums. Several li1>e pnnr.ing 
presses and outfit> for ~le at a ba~:.in. 

T. s. !JP.!lUtO\V, \ 'crOUI\, N. l'. 
N. B.-$1.~o worth o f R...,ber P3d St .. mps at c;u.;i.. 

1ogue r:1tes to publil<hers insertini: above and this, 

8 T .A.M. P 8 , () 0 I N S • 
CURIOS, RELICS, etc. at wholesale 

prices. New Price List and one Old 
Coin, 12 ceots. Agents waCJted. 

Chinese and Japanese Coins. 
Curiosities a Specialty. 

Collectors and Dealers Supplied. 
We make a Specialty of Collectors' Wants 

Satisfaction Guaranteed ! 

C. E. R.L"VKIN. 1201 Clay St •• 

FOREIGN STAMPS. 
I have a large stock on hand which I will 
sell at bottom prices. Will seod a nice 
approval sbeet to any collector sending 2 
stamps for postage and promising to return 
the same within ten days. 
I. W. RISDON. Oambridgdport, MaBS. 

Stamp papers copy once in r in. space with 
this notice and send copy for prompt pay. 

Free ! Free ! ! Free ! I 
SA2'4:P:t..:E: COPY OF 

"THE CtJRIOSITY WORLD " 
Dl!'V'Oted to Sl:llmps, Coins, fod1an Rehcs, Birds' 

~11s, Autographs, !'06tmarlu Tag.s, Etc. 25 cents 
per year, .Joltn 'tt. U:ubb~f'd, ru.bU.&ber, Lake 
l'WAce. N. IL 

CHAS. E. RANKIN, 
f O:R.EIGN rTAMP jMPORTE~, 

1201 CLAY ST .. S. Jl', , CAL. 
-<>-

My facilities for supplying the Philatelic 
world with South and Central American, 
Sandwich Islands, Hongkong & Japanese 
Stamps cannot be excelled, being situated 
in direct communication with those places. 

Orders solicited for rare stamps and 
sets. 

Consignments and large collections sold 
on commission. 

Gold Halves and Quarters a specially. 
Enclose a stamp in all letters of inquiry .. 

100 ffOREICN STAMPS, many varieoes 
for 3 4C. 't4>mp. Agents wantc<l to sell Appro,.al 

Sheets, Collection• bought. 

A. E. ASHFIELD, 
Boic 233. RYE. N Y. 
Phil3telic papers, insert thisadvcnisementand notice 

for two months and send bill. 

To Pu.bl1111len, Deateni nnd Agents. 
l have just n:ccived 5,000 mott leuen, from which I 

a.m prep:.red to copy A uuRKS•ES 31 the rollowin;: ,., .. 
r:n•s, 500 ror 75c.; 1,000, $1.00; 2,500, $2.40; 5,oco, $4. ;o 
1 can $Upply you with E~Vllt.O~t..' 1U1d WM A•r•u". :iJ· 
d~~d from the "bo"e i\51 : 1,000 for $?.50, 2,500, $5 ~o. 
51000, $io.oo. Ar: ENTS and &JI other-. who wuh 10 
to receive hundrd!• of ca1aJogut;., .ample copiots of 
J>3p<-r>, circulars from no,·clty dc;i,lers, ca.rd, book 31• 1 
olhcr h1>uses, send 15c. and h>lve your Addrcs~ placer, 
on our ;\ t.r.NTS NAMll Lr~T. Addn-s,, G. F. RODlJ. 
Gilman, l ow:i. Publish.,,.. inM.rung 1his and tltc 01bo\t 
and &endinl:" copy will receive 1, 500 naml:6 just out, 

EARTHQUAKES COME 111 
so does 100 of Genellis Patent Stamp 
Photos, same sh~e as a stamp. Come for 
"1.50 post-paid. 

Greatest thing out ! 
Sample for stamp. 
Agent~ wanted. 

c. E. RANKIN, 1201 CLAY ST., 
San Francisco, Cal. 

~Collections of Stamps Purchased. 

APPROVAL 
SHEETS! 

33~ % Commission. 

or Rare and Cheap SL>mps at IAtest Ca1Aloguc pric~-1 
~t to any QddreiS up0n r«eipt o( good references. 

Lists of Coons, Mineral$, Birds' Eu~. Chll'la 3nd 
Japat>ese CuriO!I, Shells, Etc., free. 

RETIRING FROM BUSINESS. L iberaldijC()unt 
fro lll a.II li.•t.s. too vanctie~ of Sta1np$ 25 cu.. 10 
varieties of com, JS ets. Add1dol, • ' 

CULLEN K.STVRTEVANT, 


