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APPROVAL SHEETS.

1 make a specialty of approval sheets
for beginners nnd young collectors,

My stamps are priced in many cases be-
low catalog price, and I also allow a

DISCOUNT OF &0 PER CENT.

To all sending for same during the
months of December and Japuary and giv-
ing good refercnce T will give

a genuine Confederate States stamp

or 25 varieties of good foreign,
Send a 2¢ stamp aond receive 30 varieties
of good foreign by return mail,

The following are some fine bargains:

20 varicties of fine U 8. 15¢.
2¢ Interior Dept. unused e,
e ) 4c,
te A 11e,
U. 8. Postal Service black 4c,

C. 1. PARKINSON,
1003 0 Street, N. W. Washington, D. C.
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AUTQGRAPH GULLEUTING.
By "Alan Adalo."

“All the #reat men are dyiag off”, is a
common saving of modern times,  Isthat
true, and is that the rinson for the loss of
interest in the callection of nntographs, or
isthe amassingof “tin tags” and cigarette
eards more engrossing?

Autograph collecting, ns n means of e-
duecation, deservesto rank with philately.
If the possession of a peculiar stamp
makesone wish to know maore of the coun-
try issuing it, so nn autograph of a dis-
tinguished man aronses an interest in him.
If the autograph be appended to a brief
note, or sentiment, showing something of
the inner nature of the man, it is still more
valuable, and if, by rare good fortune,
the paper is of historic importauce, it be-
comes almost priceless.

Thers i8 raam ta mention only one col-
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lection sevn by the writer, that of a little
girl who has,smoung others, the signatures
of President and Mrs, Cleveland and the
entire cabinet. Even now, sivee the death
of Gresham, this has a financial value
which will increase with yenrs,
Now, a few hints to youthful collect-
ors, Write a frauk, courteous letter to
the person whose autograph you desire, |
telling bim who you are and yourage(that
hie may know you are not a professiooul)
~aud why you especially wish fur his sig-
nature If youadmireanyihing he basdone
say sosimply and sincercly. Don’t gush,
Be brief, for his time is valuable, and, a-
bove all, seud u stamp for reply. A dis-
tingnished judge once said to a friend of
the writer, as Lie cast aside a request for
an autograpl, “If that person bad sent a
stamped, self-addressed envelope Ishould
bave been glad to grant |is reguoest’.
Why? It would | ave saved so muer
time. A word to the wise is suflicii nt.

Subscribe,  Only 12¢.
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ritten a;prnnly for the Majl Bag by “F;tiE —
D0 YOU ENOW

That the United Amateur Press Asso-
‘intion is on the boom and its membership
s increasing each week and that election
ime is nearly here?

That if yon want to vote, your dues
ust be paid up and that if you have not
wlready paid them you had better do so at
mee

That the “Popular” ticket is theone to
ote and that the Sec'y will send you a
qopy of it on application?

That the membership would be twice
s large if yon would go see your friend
ind get him to join and that it is your
luty to do that very thing?

That the National Amateur Press Asso-
viation wants the U. A, P, A. 1o couvsoli-

(ate with them aod that the former ig
rwenty years old while the lacter is only
i little over a year old aond thar it seems
queer for an old association like the N.
A. P. A, to want such a young one to
consolidate with them?
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Thatthe U. A. P- A isnot going to con-
solidate with the N, A. P. A. for the rea-
son that the U.A.P.A.will be the strong-
est association of its kind in the world in
about a year or two---perbaps less time
than that?

Points on “HOW TO VOTE"at the U. A. P A, Election

in December.
Ed, H. Weigel for President.
Ira Reely for 1st Vice- President.,
Kurt Neitzke for 2nd Viece-President,
Geo. A, Alderman for Sceretary,
Donat J. Lefebvre for Trensrer.
Frank E. Merritt Jr. for Official Editor,
“Bits and Chips"” for Official Ovgan.

Miss Mame Weigel

for Chairman of Credentinl Committee,

Chas. W. Heins,

G. Washington Darragh,

C. Friedrich for Trustees,

Will C. Price for Chief of Reviews.
1f you vote this the “Fopular Ticket”,

sucecess to the U. A, P. A, is assured.

(¥ Read the advertising pages. g3
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STRAY NOTES
By Various Amateurs,

Messrs. Hazelton and Smallean don’t
hesitate to eall*The Mail Bag”hard numes
even though their paper**The Club Echo”
ismade up of n great deal of plawe mntier,
while the former enn boast of its being
entirely original (exeept the soliloquy o
this number), its contents being especial
ly prepared forit by able writers.  Veri-
ly, “'The Club Echo™ has no room to 1alk.

Herbert Stratton is gzoing to retire from
clnbdom and Messrs. Farr and Campbell
will now reaceupy their old places on the
Budeet, A handsome sheet will undoubt.
villy be forth-coming.

We understand that Will F. Hollinger
owes the editor of the mail Bag $1.75, and
the editor of the Jourpalist $2.25. Has
he victimized any one else?

Mr. John B. Leach announces that the
R imahler will reappear Jaouary 1, with
s r pages but more of them,  Success
1 . old man,
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SOLILOQUY,

To advertise or not to advertise---

That is the question.

Whetber 'tis nobler in & business man to
suffer

The loss and slowness of unbought bar-
gains,

Or, by advertising, sell them,

There's the nightmare of neglected op-
portunity---

Of space unoccupied

That might enrich the merchant’s pocket

By emptying his plethoric shelves---

All these and other things to prize,

Shoulill lead the wise to sdvertise,

Don't waste WRI'"N the address
time by at the top
of your letters when you can get

100 finely printed letterheads and
100 finely printed envelopes for

ONLY $1.00, POST PAID,
Address the publisher of M. B,
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THE :: MAIL :: BAG.

A monthly for young people.
Albert O. Penney, Editor and Publisher.
Subseription price, 12¢ per year.
Advertising rates 5e perin., 15¢ per page.

Address all mail and exehanges to

ALBERT 0. PENNEY,
917 East Capitol Street. Washinglon, D. C.

e e ™ ™ o ™t ™
EDITORIAL.

For varions good reasons, the Mail Bag
has lain dormant daring the past four
months.  Now, however, by very harnl
work, we lmve sneceeded inissning it oncs:
morestnd we think it is here tostay. Hav
ing securcd the services of several very
popilar writers we triast that the reading
matter hereinafter contained in the Mail
Bag will he of the character in greatest
demand nmong amatenrsand elubites, and
wree further trust that, if said reading mat
ter pleases yon, yon will be honest enough
to give n substantial expression of your
opluion in the shape ol twelve cents,

Notes the soliloguy on the opposite page
is wov origioal, it being taken from an ad.
vertsing paper,
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A BEPLY TO "OLUB ECHO'".
By John H, Campbell, Jr.

Editors Hazelton and Smallcan of **The
Club Echo” seem to get into a buff quite
easily, judging [rom the October (no. 4)
issue of their paper. It was this way.

When their eyes met a fact, to the ef-
fect that ““The Club Echo” had been sus-
pended, inthe Augnst (no, 4)issueof *The
Mail Bag’---anote penned by Will ¥, Holl-
inger under the nom de plume of “Up-to-
date”--they did o't like it, perhaps  be-
cause they preferred havivg the truth snpe
pressed when it eame to them and their
pap er, and thuy suid some very idiotie
things about “The Mail Eag”, which itis
the purpose of this articie to answer,

Asto “The Club Echo”, itsinitial num=
ber madeitsappearnnes wretchedly printe
ed on a cheap, poor quulity of paper which
Iackvd in gquantity ns well and was short-

Tollnwul by anotherissue,dated March
16 1896, of the same ctaracter.

From thai time until Septembe r, dur-
ing which “The Mmail Bag” wus publish -
ad regularly, the paper, an advocate of
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temporance, failed to appear, when once
more it was launched upon the uncertain
seas of wmnatenr journalism, to giveit due
credit, mueh improved upon.

Well then, wis it untrue or wasit wrong
on the purt of <Tlhe Mail Bag"” to say, af.
terits New Hampshive contemporary had
not been seen for almost five months, that
e Club Echo™ had heen snspended ?

The Mail Bag™ is not given to mak
ing disparaging remarks about any thing
or any bhody unless there are good
reasons for i, 1t wishies to be friendly
towards ull, but it can not altogether sup-
press its opinions, nor will it remaino idle
if some one takes to attacking it, [t en-
denvors to interest and to please its read-
ers, and to publish as much up-to-date
club and a. j. news as possible, and that
is why that assertion about ‘“The Club
Echo™ being suspended appeared init, and
a0t as a slur at that paper, for it nev-
er feleunfriendly toward same nutil now,
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° foreign
1000 mixed
many
good but torn specimens, postpaid 38¢
500 “kl.‘ above 231!
25 different amateur pnpers Ye.
50 varetics only 16c. 100 varictics, many
good papers only 38¢. -
Yourad of 40 words in “Boemer'',also
that paper for one year 15¢.
Package of amateur papers etc. 3c.
Circulirs nedled Se per 1oo; forad space
or printing.
H. KONWISER, 56 Barbaia £1,,  Newaik, N. )

has decided that he had better discontinue
the Mail Bug. 1vis preity hard on o fel-
low to work on s paper from three o'clock
to half past five, and then stedy from six
o (very often) afrer ten, especially when
he has to squeeze ont enough time to do
}nb printing and auswer correspondence,
tisimpossible for me to issue a creditable
sheet on time and o | have decided 1o
drop it. T sincerely thank the editors who
have exchanged with me.the contributors
toand advertisers in, my paper, nnd many
other friends of mail Bag for their warm
support, Very gratefully yours,
ALBERT OWEN PENNEY.
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BATTLE OF TOURS.
By Wm, Clarence Farr,

From the death of Mahomet, in 632 A.
D.. to the Battle of Tours, in 732, was just
100 years.  In that century Christianity
wils in greater dauger than any other time
in its history.

For during that time the Saracens had
conquered all of the northwestern part of
Asin, Northern Africa and Spain, and
were besieging Constantinople in the East,
They had crossed the Pyreneesand were
advancing to conguer France and the
West.

If my readers will look at the map of
the Roman Empire they will sce that the
Saracens had succeeded in establishing
the Mohammedan religion in two thirds
of the Empire.

They had over run all of Southern
Frunce and were advancing to take Rome
in Italy. But Charles Martel, leader of
Christian army, suddenly came face to
face with the conguering foes, between
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the towus of Poitiers snd Tours.

The first six daysof the battle the Sar-
acens hind the advantage, by the npnmbers
and activity of theirlight horsemen.  But
when they eame to mingle in close com-
Dat with the warriors ol North, who were
stronger in person than the Seracens, they
were hiard pressed.  On the seventh and
last day the Suracens began o lose ground
while the Frauks, fighting Tor their homes
end religion, pressed them hotly, At last
the Saracens ratreated 1o thcir entrench
ed eamp leaving over three hundred thou
samid derd on the field, among whom wus
their leader Abdernme,  Trat nigint the
Saracens being without o leader, each
tribe retreated bastily to the border leav
ing theirrich spoils 1o fall into the hands
of the Christians, Had the Saracens
won the battle the whole history of Eu-
rope would have been changed and
Christianity swept from che face of the
earth,

Therefore the Battle of Tours may be

instlyv repkoned as oneof the most decis -
ive battles of the world,
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YOUR NAME and ADDRESS

printed on 100 white envelopes, No,
6, for only 26¢. post paid. . . .

e P —
HERBERT PAREER,
1680 Locust St., Dubugue, Ia.

A paper that will please you.

Sample free.

.News Letter, Hasbrouck Heights, N.J.

250 CIRCULARS or small papers mail-
o on trial for only 10¢, Will x mailing 1oo.
Fireside Philatelic Co., Mile Run, Pa.

BOYS! abdenovelorstory paper, 1oo
foreign & U. 8. stamps, a roll of papers,
& all the latest circulars for 4c.  Circulars
mailed or distributed 106 per loo, 70¢ per
1200, X 100, ). C. GORMAN, A. M. A, 136,
Mahandy City, Pa.

Pub. [nsert this and above for mailing
230.

SEND for sample, its free.
Kentucky Philatelist, Hodgeaville, Ky,
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tlie towns ol Poitiers and Mours.

The first six daysof the battle the Sar-
acens Jind (he wdvantage, by the nnmbers
and aetivity of their light horsemen,  But
when they came to mingle in close com-
bat with the warriors of North, who were
sironger in person than the Saracens, they
were hard pressed.  On the sevenih and
last day the Saracens began to lose gronnd
while the Fraoks, fighting lor their honies
end religion, pressed them Lotly, Al last
the Barvacens retredted o their entrench-
ed eunp leaving over theee handyed 1hou-
santd dead on the field, among whon was
their leader Abderamne,  THat migint Lhe
Suracens being witl oul w leader, cach
tribe retreated bastily 1o the border lepv-
ing theirricn spoils to full into the hands
of the Christians. Hud the Saracens
won the battle the whole history of Eu-
rope would have been chavged and
Christianity swept from he face of the
earth.

Therefore the Battle of Tours may be

usthy r:-:-l;ru]ud 42 one of the most deeis -
ive butiles of the world,
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YOUR NAME and ADDRESS

printed on 100 white envelopes, No,
6, for anly 25¢. post paid,

™ 1
HERBERT PARKER,
1590 Locust St., Dubuque, Ia.

A paper that will please you.

Sample free.
News Letter, Hasbrouck Heights, N.J,
250 CIRCULARS or small papers mail-

ed on trial foronly 100 Will x mailing 1oo.
Fireside Philatelic Co., Mile Run, Pa.

BOYS! aienovelorstory paper, 1oo
foreign & U, 8. stamps, a roll of papers,
& all the latest circulars for 4¢, Circulars
mailed or distributed 10¢ per loo, 70¢ per
1200, X 100.  J. C. GORMAN, A. M. A, 138,
Mahandy City, Pa,

Pub, [nsert this and above for mailing
250.

SEND for sample, its free,
Kentucky Philatelist, Hodgeoville. Ky.
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NOTIGE ...

THE: BEE
'Eg( -1 an amateur journal
[ﬁ containing stories,
.‘._u,ﬁ% stamp news and

A \V]IULL ]’;\(:F FUR ( l l Bl'] I‘ 3

B

3 is only 15¢. a
TE year, 3 months for
Lﬂ'!" Bc.Samplecopy free.

» ADDS, 25¢c AN INCH, -

Address THE “BEE™,
410 Steiner St., San Francisce,
Calif,

Mention M. B. when answering ads,




