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THE PHILATELIC OBSERVER.

ESTABLISHED ELEVEN YEARS.

CHARGOIS BROTHERS,

Foreign Stamp Importers and Stationers
Jersey, Channell Islands,

Our Sixpenny Packet of Used Colonis!
Stamps contains 12 varietics, including
new issue
South Wales, Victoria Jamaica,
Australia, Van Dieman's Laad, &e., post
free. 7d.

Our Catalogue contains full information
&c., of many hundred Sets, Packets, Al-
bums and other publications, post [ree.
Sheets sent on approval. Agents wanted
in all Towns, Schools, &c. Liberal
Commission, Foreign Correspondents—
all letters, &c., answered per Teturn mail,
Stamps Bought, Sold, or Exchanged,

TO DEALERS.
We have for Exchange the following
Stmnps :
50,000 Cape Good Hope, 7 varieties 18, per 100
45,000 N, Zealand, 5 to 7 varieties 1s.
25,000 Tasmania, 2 varieties......,,. 8d,
15,000 Jamaica, 4 to 5 varicties,.. 10d,
10,000 Peru, rare embossed .. ... 9s. 6d.
6,500 Tasmania, rure fiscals, used

N8 POSLAZES. .. v vverrimansas 9s. 6d,

2,600 British rinndurus, 2 var. 13s 6d

”
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»

|

New Zealand. Guiana, New |
South |

|

Way wait you for getting your Stamps
oldest of Brazil, when you can get them
for nothing, or a wuifle, as I have grea

| facilities, and n great stock of Stamps

and South
My Mouster

of DBrazil,
rarities.

and mnovelties
Amorica ?—all

| Packet contains 1500 Stamps of Brazil,

including those used during the Drazil.

Paraguay war, and 300, 700, 1000rs., 500,
280, 430, 30, 60, 20, 180, 60U, 260,
telegraph, Dbills, envelopes, wrappers,

lotter cards ; posted and sent in exchange
upon the receipt of avy goods, such as
| rare post cards, relief scraps, deealco-
maine, chromos, cashmere, samples of
calicoes, prints, or stamps, fiscals, tele-
graphs, in advapce only ; and WHOLESALR
in large packages by REGISTERED Post,

| I am the sole dealer here References
| given. Wanted references in Brazil
' Directories and Philatelic Papers this

| advertisment will be paid in
' Full particulars apply to

MIGUEL SALVADOR CORREA.

At Penedo City, Province of Alagdas,

stamps,

By Ternambuco, P.O.

SORAPS!!

SOREENS !/

SCRAPS//
SOREENS !/

THE CHAMPION PACKETS!!!

No. 2 contains 16 choice sheets of Birds, Flowers, Fruit,
Animals, Human Figures, &c., &c. Post free, 1/1
No. 3 contains 45 of the choicest designs and latest pat-
terns, Post free, 2/8.
SPECIALITY FOR SCREENS!!

The Ten and dixpenny Packet contains 100 sheets of
the very best Scraps, many sheets of which pur-
chased retail cost 6d. a sheet. Post free, 10/6.

BUTLER Bros., QOaten Hill, Canterbury.



EDWIN ENGLAND
WHOLESALRE STAMT MERCHANT.

EXTRACT FRCM WHOLESALE LIST :—USED STAMPS
00,

doz. 100, doz. 100
: ; sod. s d : s. d. o d
Australian, various colonies ...... 0 3 1 0| Mexico, superior... ... u. wehaxanayap, e 01 0
AR b asrsapuinusesveizinsoses QY B Newfoundland. 3 Covvvvrvvsiinnnns 0 6 2 0
Barbadoes, assorted ........ce00e 0 4 1 B assorted ... 0 O 6 6
Brauzil, RO oo o & 4l Purtugul well mixed, ., el 0N . B i -
, snperioy, well assorted ... 0 4 2 3 Guetemala, 1 ¢, 2 ¢, and 6 ¢ bm‘l 010 65 0O
Bavaria, 50pf,, ¢ kinds ... w0 8 1 38 i 10cand20¢ bird ... 1 4
British Guiapa, 1 ¢ and 2 € © 4 2 0| Roumania, well muwd wocine 03 1 ¥
Bulgaria, assorted .. crienseee 0 8 4 8|S Sl coviins suiazisuimind O O w8 10
«  superior, 1} kmds > 6 6| Servia, assorted . wasea B e G008
Bosnia, assorted . eTiropen 0.0 N B | »  Eplendid mlxture el b e
Capo of Good ane as&-mtml v D& T 8| Seizna TasBe ... v i 00 4 1 B
5 trcangular 3 6 30 0| Spain, mixed ,icevviiiiiiiiiiirnne 0 2 0 8
C]llll ;{1 I N, Prre e = o ! h O . 3y S'Ilperlm Asd het Y- 1 0
W BSSOTLO vesversenseraeinreeess O 4 3 8 | South Australia 1d uud 2 ....082 09
. Superior. n]d and NEW veer.. O 6 4 6| Trinidad, 1d... LIS 1T e B+
Oppros, A snisvins T e N S e -
French Colonies, mixed..,......... 0 ¢ 8 6 | Orange Free Srale.s, asmrted aval 09 & B
Egypt, assorted ....vieinineneean 0 3 1 3 Persia, assorted ... Pty e Wb 1 B
tireece, well mixed....coovrinmmerey 0 3 1 3 | Turkey, ﬂ-ssurted... sisitankiena L SOl TLL e
Grenada, §d. surcharged ..... avii, Y20 o35+ AD KN, |y ecmmmmensnnernes, O B 1 B T8
Great Britain, 1d black  ...ovee 010 6 0| Victoma, id rose .. I 1 < (e
i well mixed ... .. 0 I 0O 6 »  frank stnmps iy w8
Hanover, 1gr, heud .......iceee 0 8 3 8 | United States variosu departmentsl] 4 2 3
Hawail, mixed....cooovasniinsnieni. 0 7 & 3 Vi assorted ... ... I 4 40
Mautitits, & Circeenscsivrmngirarsaon 0.8 318 i SUPATIOr v ieiees '@ 2 1 U
Mexico, COMMON..esmnsreonmrisarneen O B 4 3 e and Canada mlxcd 0'1 &9
SPECIAL UNU?ED LOTS
Argeotine Republic, 1852, 5 ¢ 3 4 Gutewaln, | real bird .oeiviveess 2 9
Costa Rien, 4 real blue..ouns 010 5 & & 1 real lnrd w18
(GUATEMALA 1st issue in setsof 3 Hanover, § gr black . e & e
(de, 10e &20c¢) Gsets 33,12 Heligolund, 1 Ploosinnginines @ 4 2 0
sets 59 lonian Islauds, in sets of 3 (Qd
Guatemala, 2nd issue, in sets of 4 1d, 2d,) 0 sets 11/0, 12 sets21/6
(4,1 & 2 reals 6 sets 3/3, Samoa 1d blue ... wige I B18 6
12 sets 5,9 Tromso LOLALS. in sets of 4 (9,
Guatomala, 1st & 2nd issues (5 ¢, 5, 8 ore und 5 ore. (provisional
10e& 20,4, 4, 1&2 reals, on 2 ore,) 12 sets 3/8, 100 sets
sots of 7,6/~ 12 sets 11/3 20/
Guuternnln, 3rd 1ssus, in sets of 4
(L 2and 4 reals, and 1{:&30),
rare, b sels €6, 12 eeta 1

Large Four-page Wholesale Price List Gratis and post free.

MIXED STAMPS FOR SHEETS.
ALL GOOD SALEABLE STAMPS.

We can supply finely-assorted Stawps of all kinds, used and unused, at the following

low prices. This is a fine opportunity for Dealers in a small way who cannot get suflicient
viriety for their sheets

Perlﬁ Per 100 Per 1,000

s d 8 d
Stamps to sell Retail at not less than 1d esch ...... U Hee 2 8 4 200
o & 1d ,superior 0 7 ... 3 6 .. 30 O
.- " 2d J remsesess 010 ... 3 0
" " 3d TR L 1 (1] v ? G
. W i T TN Y i
conanne B 8 w18 0
BF These Snmpc give the gtmlmt satisfaction to the mmy dealers to whom they are
fupplied, no worthless Continentals ig nmongat them, all being good saleabls Stamps.
Wholesale and Retail Lists gratis and Free, Consignments solicited from abroad
Good Exchange sent lmmedme:ﬁ for all parcels ts wantad in all of the world-
Good Commission. commications ‘l.o WIN ENGLAND, Foreign Stamps

Linporter and Philatelical Publisher, Lorne Street, Hull England



THE PHILATELIC OBSERVER.
ADVERTISE IN IT! SUBSCRIBE TO IT!!

 THE

MEW ENGLAND PHILANELISY,

One of the best stamp papers published in the United States published pmmplly
on the first of each month. Only 1s. Gd. par year post freoe.

DEATLHEHRS

do you wish to increase your American trade? if so advortiso in the “N.E,I.
Advertising Rates :—
1 inch 1s, 3d. 1 colnmn 8s. 1,pago 14s.

GO BOTOmS

auchrlbe to lha best p'l.pur in l‘ne Umtctl States Samplo 1d.

W. L. EMORY

85, HIGH STREET,
FITCHBURG MASS, US.A,

The most complete and hest Tllustratad Catalogne published: It has no equal
No Collector should bo withput a copy.”— Vide [Iress.

foww Reaty the Fourth Euition entively Rebised any Covrected, of
STANLEY, CIBBONS, & (O,

PRICE CATALOGUE OF POSTAGE STAMPS,

INCLUDING ALL NEW IS8UES

Also an APPENDIX to the above, oomsisting of over 2100 Illustrations, with
Reference numbers attached corresponding with the Catalogue.

For tha {dentificetion of little known Stamps, Oriential Values and Surcharges, this
Publication will be found invaluable.

All Stamp Colleetors should send for u copy of this Work, supplying as it docs
the most recent and favourable guotations, It ia truly a representive Catalogue and
all who desire to havo the bost and latest information as to the market value of Stamps
&o., will find this book invaluable. No advanco will be made in the prico of this
Catelogue or Appendix notwithstanding tho very large nuwber of New Issues addod

and fully Illustratad,
W'o Great Britisn, Europo  To other Countries com?rised To Australin, .
Ut

PRICES POST-FREE, United States Canadn & Egs’pt in the Iosml on,  Asin, ete
The Priced Catalogno : . 6, L : 1/-
The Appendix 3 & - 1fa . : ]Jf3 14
The Two Bound Tagrethcr «— i . : 2/- i 2/
Handsome Gilt Cloth  Reading

Covars fitted with elastic band and { 1/2 a : 14 ¥ 16

adaptable to this or any future,
Edition prico 1/- each; or S

STANLEY, GIBBONS & CO.,

Stamp Importers and Philatelical Publishers,
8, GOWER STREET LONDON,



To vuy Readeys.,

In identifying ourselves with a wmonthly issue we wish to state
what the Philatelic Observer will endeavour to be. It will always be
our object to convey the best and latest information, to give papers on
every topic relating to Philately and Chronicle new issues and novelties.
The uses of Philately we shall find opportunities of recording and illus-
trating, to the Readers of this we need not here enlarge on how useful
it is, how wide and diversified its objacts and the ever increasing
interest that attaches to it. We will take it for grauted that these
pages will fall into the hands of the lovers of the art whose opinions
of its excellence equal our own and have been arrived at long since.
It has become so much a litevary fushion to offer prizes on special sub-
jects that we too, intending to run with the spirit of the time, shall
from time to time and as occasion suits offer prizes [or some special
subject of Philately.

We believe advertisers will fiud in our journal a thoroughly good aud
excellent medium.  Our jourval will be Philatelic as its name iutends it
should be, yet it may be oceasionally we may introduce a poem or some
pleasant sort of literature outside the special object we have in view.
Should we do this we hope our readers will find their advantage in it
and the Prize Competitor and the Advertiser find too, as a result a
wider circulation and a more complete renown, TIaving thus briefly
introduced ourselves to our Readers we look forward to no brief but
rather to a long acquaintanceship that it will always be our endeavour
to maintuin for onrselves and promote between every true lover of the
Plilatelic Art.
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STAMP COLLECTING.

“If a thing is worth doing at all it iz worth doing well.” Though
how many stamp collectors forget this excellent maxim, perhaps from
lack of interest, perhaps, as is often the case, because they do not know
the best way to collect or other various reasons best known to them-
selves, Like all other hobbies and vanities, stamp collecting has its
attractions, and when once undertaken and one is getting initiated into
the mysteries of Philately the pursuit is generally pleasantly continued.
But at present it is my purpose to give a few hints to beginners on the
best ways of collecting. A baginner’s album, when left to his own care, is
in nearly every case in a most woeful condition, abounding in torn
stamps and forgeries, with scarcely a specimen of value in the whole
book ; now it is needless to say that this mode of collecting is but waste
of time, for few of the specimens are of use and of no value whatever.
A good collection should contain only perfeet and clean specimens
though of course, I do not mean a soiled one is to be refused. You
may keep it, but tuke the first opportunity you get of exchanging it for
a clean one, and, thus, you will have the satisfaction of seeing your col-
lection not only swell iu numher by every new specimen you obtain, but
increasing in value, which to most people is an item of consideration.
Beware of forgeries, though a beginner may at first be deceived, yet he
will soon be able to form a tolerably correct idea as to these, for they
are in almost every instance very badly printed, and it is very common
to find them obliterated with the wrong postmark. But by
going to respectable dealers only, a collector need have little
fear of getting these pests in his collection, You may be able to judge
by the price at which the stamps are offered, for instance, suppose a
dealer offered you a set of Siam for 6d., or a set of Guatemala, 1877
issue, for 5d., be sure that he is endeavouring to impose upon you
worthless forgeries and stop dealing with Lim at once.

Now we come to reprints, these are impressions struck from
the worn out die for the purpose of sale. Tt is not every collector that
admits them into his collection, but whether they ought to be collected
or not is for the collector to choose, but there are cases when the
originals are literally speaking unobtainable and of course in such
instances a reprint is to be preferred to no specimen at all. Reprints
are always unused and most dealers (that is the respectable ones)
will tell you what are the reprints they catalogue., As to whether re-
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prints should be admitted into the album with the originals, or a
separate one kept for them is another matter for the collactor’s choice.
To have a good collection it is essential to study '* Water-
morks’ this, in many cases, alone points out a distinet issue. The
watermark is a device formed in the paper on which the stamps are
printed. This is done in nearly all cases with what is called a * Dandy
roll,”" which is a eylinder covered with repetitions of the desired'water-
mark in relief. The paper passes under the roll before it is dry and the
pressure of the roll compreses the paper under each repetition of the
design in relief upon it. A former way that may be now in some
cases used was to fasten on to a wire gauze small pieces of metal the
shape of the desired watermark ; or to weave pieces of thicker wire of
the requisite shape into the gauze so that it produced the same effect
as the “dandy roll”, This watermark is aguide to the genuineness
of a great many stamps, and all forgeries are without it. The water-
mark of the English stamps is a crown, Ceylon, New Zealand, St,
Lucia, ete., have a star, Queensland has a Q surmounted by a crown,
these are all English colonies. Other countries have a erown and C.C,
signifying Crown Colony, as the latest issues for West Australia,
Victoria, &e. Many countries have distinetive watermarks, Egypt hasa
pyramid, Jamaica a pineapple, India an elephant’s head, Chili a numeral,

Naples a fleur-de-lis,
To be continued,

NEW ISSUES.

We much regret our list of new issnes is, so in-complete, in future
we promise a much later and more cemplete list,

Antigonia.—This country has a new l.c violet stamp.
Adhesive: 1 centave violst impert.

Tonsberg, —This is a town in Norway, which has taken to issuing
by Post, Stamps. Two sets have been issued.

Trinidad.—Ias issued a new half-penny stamp, mauve, surcharged
and Registration Envelopes similar in value, size, &ec, to our own, and
two wrappers, #d. greeo and 1d. carmine.

Wrappers §d. Groen.
* Id. Carmine,
Adhesive §d, manve, surcharged.

Guinea.—The & reis black, 10 reis bistre, and 100 reis lilac have
appeared with a small surcharge.

his colony is also about to have a new set of stamps with profile of
King Luis,
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Gnadaloupe.—A new series of unpaid letter stamps have appeared,

as follows :—
Adhesue, b ¢. black or white

J0'Q ik blue
1be. vialet
e a0 B e rose

e .. yellow

gy o= groy

50 e. green

Paraguay—Will shortly Lave a new set of adhesives.

Chili.—Has a new 3 c. post card.
Post card 8 e. TRedon Grey.
8t. Helena—Has a new half-peony surcharged in block letters.
Adlesive 3d. greem, black surgarge.

Ecuador.—The current §c.and 10 c¢. bave been surcharged in

Roman Capitals ** official
OfMcinl adbesives 5 e. blue and 10 e. orange. black surcharge,

“EN PASSANT.”

Our readers will be glad to hear that a Philatelic Society has been
started at Birmingham, on much the same principles as the London one,
There can Le no question we think, of the great usefulness and influence
which these Societies are capable of creating aud diffusing, if properly
organised on a basis of sound principle, and conducted on equally
proper lines of management, In this formation and conduction it is well
to note the medus operandi, in the orgunisation of the many public
Societies which are every day being formed with various objects in view,
So as to prevent as much as possible, the often regretted presence of,
and proof that want of experience wust be Llamed for casuul and awk.
ward blundering which too often occur, and oftener result in bad fortune
for the subject, and which, by the prudent exercise of a little fore-
thought might have been wholly prevented. By this we mean to
convey that there is in a majority of the projects and euterprises cou-
nected with Philately, an undoubted tendency to look for great and
almost impossible results, with a mimimum of work of a preparatory
nature, We do not meusn to assert that thisis so in every case, but
a close observer cannot fail to detect most plainly, a forcible illustration
of our argnment in very many instances.

Under the presidency of Mr, J. Bottely—who our readers will no
doubt recognise as an ardent collector, the Birmingham Philatelic
Society held its first meeting last mounth, aud fortnightly meetings are
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announced until the end of the present season ; only monthly meetings
being held during the summer mouths, Mr, W, E. Jeff is the first
Vice President, and the arduous duties of the Recretary have been under-
taken by Mr. C. J. Philips, whose name is not altogether unknown as

that of an enthusiast in all matters relating to the science.
> * - L

We have also news of the formation of a Society in Fitchburg, Mass,
U.8.A. on the 6th ult. but from the nature of the advice received we
presume the new Society may almost be termed a locul one, and its
objects not intended to embrace asything boyond purely local matters

of Philatelic interesr.
- = = ™

The strictures and adverse critisins passed upon our curreut series
of postage stamps, are every day becoming sharper, aud are certainly
ad rem. We shall not have long to wait for the new ones however;
we notice in one countemporary a severe and scathing denunciation of
that false economy in providing the couutry with a cheap and hardly
usable article ; and the same paper mentions the vossibility of a decision
being arrived at by the committee of enquiry at no distant date.
Another goes further and anuounces that designs have actually been in-
vited and discusses with an amouut of certainty the probability of the
approved designas representing her Majesty in “widow's weeds,” rather
than the misleading effigy, which has done daty up to the present.

All speculation in this direction must however, be very premature,
and little may be surmised with any amonnt of certainty uotil the

deliberations of the Connmission bave been officially made known.
Ll * L L]

Quite recently a change in the postal rate of Sweden took place, and in
consequence of this, a uew value—10 Gre has been prepared and issued-
Some of our contemporaries take it to be the first of a new set, but to
the best of our belief the revision of the postal rates was the prime
reason of the introduction of the stamp before us. Its designis de-
cidedly attractive, aud althongh perhaps this is not a sovereign virtue
in the matter of what a postage stamp really ought to be, it is a vast
improvement upon the series at present in use, in that couatry. We
understand than the same firm, which provided the latest issues of Bel-
gium were also the contractors in the present instance, and the distinet-
ness and effectiveness of both the new stamps of the latter country, and

the one just issued for Sweden proves the engraver to be of considerable
ability,
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As most of our readers are aware, the plan of issuing receipts for
parcels despatched by parcels post has.since the first of January been ex-
tended to all post offices and receiviug houses. By way of trial the scheme
was formulated and introduced in a few of the principal offices some
months ago and proved so far satisfactory that it was thought desirable
that the whole country should share and have the benefit of its adop.
tion. Where messengers and porters are employed it most satisfactory
to know that one’s parcels have at least been delivered into the care of
the Post Office ard the developement of this innovation must in itsel f
be a most agraeable fact to the public, We hope that its introduction
is the forerunner of the establishment of a complete system of regis.
tration for parcels, similar to that already in force in regard to letters
and missives which we are assured would be very acceptable to every-
one who habitually, or only casuully has occasion to make use of the
late Mr. Fawcett’s most useful invention,

The wearied postman toils his plodding road,—
“May Jove,” he cries, ** this Parcels Post confound !
Shall I, who erst to pallid beauty bore

Warm welcome words, her roses to restore,

Now check her rapture and betray her hope,

By handing in a bar of yellaw soap !

Shall I, who found it pleasure to convey

Pink invitations to the ball or play,

Now bear, instead of scented ** billet donz"

Brown paper parcels of three feet by two ?

Shall giddy maiden blushing, run to meet

The longed for postman in the crowded street,

But to receive instead of lovers’ suits,

A pound of tea, or fresh soled pair of boots?

Shall I, whose hands conveyed the wished-for cheque,
Be at each petty tradesman’s call and beck ?

Shall parcels weigh e down and crush me flat

And take the spirit from my sharp * rat tat 2"
Perish the thought |  Eve such afate be mine,

'} sell the parcels, and the post resign! "

OUR CONTEMPORARIES.

The * Philatelic Herald" published by Messrs Lee & Co., to hand
for February in a double number ; and appears to be a well favoured
advertising medium,

The * Foreign Stamp Collectors News,” a8 usual contains a variety of
useful information and interesting matter,

The " Philatelic Observer " will be regularly sent in exchange for any
other magazines.



7 THE PHILATELIC OBSERVER.

ESSAYS, WHAT ARE THEY?

Perhaps it is a stretch of my imagination to say, it is very
probable, ninety-nine vut of every hundred average stamp collectors, do
not know what an essay is, I will try to explain as well as I ean in the
space allotted me. I trust I may be correct in saying an essay is a
design or stamp submitted for the approval of the Postal Authorities
but for some reason or other not accepted, many designs have been
submitted and a stock printed, in some cases a very large one, and
then never circulated. To determine what stamps are really essays
would perhaps be a difficult matter, there are so many opinions on mat-
ters Philatelic. I should say the essays in many instances have been too
pretty to meet the official eye, for they usually are much prettier than
the stamps that are eventually issued ; why it is we get such wretched
stamps for Great Britain | cannot imagine, surely it is high time we
had something better than the head of a girl of ¢ighteen, we may some
day get better designs and also be favoured with a fow more varieties
of colour, green and mauve seem to be the only colours the anthorities
have ever seen, take, for example the dreadful designs of other count
tries now circulating, New Granada, early issues Roumania, Tuscany,
nor need be desired stamps better than the obsolete issues of San Salva-
dor, Nicaragua, United States of America, or let me add than the pre-
sent issues of Guatemala, but T am getting away from my subject.

To give a list of essays would ba impossible. France has a
large nuwber, T fancy Belgium alone has about thirty sets and in
vearly as many shades of colour, Dominica has also a decidedly pretty
lot, Zurich and New Brunswick are rather nice, nearly every stamp
issuing country has a lot of essays to its credit.

There are several stamps very often called essays which I think
really ought not to be, for instance the V.R. Ld. black English, this
stamp was really intended to free official correspondence, a stock of
them was printed, however none were issued, the idea being given up,
a specimen of this stamp eannot be obtained for much less then £3, the
used copies of this stamp existing, were obliterated when experiments
were being made with various obliterating inks, to decide the best for
the purpose.

Another ix the 12 cuartos Spain (type of 1857 issue) was pre—
pared in 1860, but very few were used, This stamp is usually to be
seen obliterated with two bars across, this being done by the Postal
Authorities to sell to collectorg, when the issue became obsolete, 1 pre-
sume all collectors do not consider these stamps used, the black bars
across ure a pretty good sign they have not been used postally,

One other example the half-anna Indian (red) first issue of
that country, these are reuhy very valuable, I fancy the price asked for
a specimen of this stamp is from £6 to £8

Now whether essays should be put in an album with postage
stamps ? 1 should say decidedly not, if collected at all they should be
EUt in an album by themselves ; of course these stamps have a really

igher market value than reprints, these however 1 will treat of at
another time and trnst my efforts to explain what an essay is have
been successful.
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A \WELCOME TO THE PHILATELIC OBSERVER.

e T L r—— e otk

Observer Philatelic! ' With swift and swifter pinion
A Printed Venture born : Wherever civilised man

On March’s earliest moru Has science or dominion.

We give the greeting, Full Forty yems’ ago Plride.
And hope for every month Queen Vie had almost girlhoods
A pleasant meeting. Aud Albert wise and good

Of Amateurs and Friends Was by her side

Be thou the guide Between that time and now
Who love the stamp Ilow many a bright invention
And take iu it a pride. When history blows her trump

And modulates an ode

Can she in music meution !
But is there one that's greater
But is there one that’s better
Than is the little stamp

That brings, to me a letter?

Full often now the stamp
Kindles the Student’s lamp
As full of observation

He, ponders on the stamp
Of many a distant nation.
The stamp, thongh small,

1s now a theme for sages Iail then Observer Philatelic!
And in historic guise \While the swift months run
As time's vust river flies round
Rolls on to distaut ages. May youn my friend be found
The stamp 'tis forty years or Rich with Philatelic lore

bt ter 5 Then LI'll thank you evermore
Since first a courier swift And laud each mouthly meeting
It mounted on u letter With a full and hearty greeting
And since then it has posted For the pleasure of your store.

PRIZE COMPETITION.

For the best article, written by a collector, upon the stamps of Peru
we offer stamps to the value of One Guinea, the article must occupy
al least two pages of this maguzive, but not exceed three. All comp.
etitions mus? reach us not latter than 15th March next, endorsed
“ Prize Competition”. We cannot hold ourselves respunsible for any
manuscript sent, however we will endeasou (o return, rejected M.S.S.
if sullicient stamps are sent for postage.

CAUTION!!!

We have sent out approval sheets to the following which have never
been returned.  We have made applications and in most cases the
letters have been returned.

IL C. Williams, University, Edinburgh

F. E. Foster Long, 32 Rockingham St, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds

J. Baird, ¢/o A. C. Gordon & Co., 143 Cannon St.. London

E. A. Dauby, 20 Chapel St. Ardwick, Manchester

3. Bowdon, 17 Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.

J. H, Wilson, ¢/o L. Evans, 17 New Oxford St. Swansea

G. Lorne, 36 East Road, City Road, Loudon,

We shall be pleased to insert any names in this list sent us by

other dealers if well authenticated.



TIIE PHILATELIC OBSERVER.
THE
"1'_"\
ExceLsior® PaAckETS.

The exceptional quality of these packets
has given them a world-wide reputation.

We are constantly receiving from our
Customers the most satisfactory refer-
ences, which alone speak for their merit.

No I contains 100 good stamps post free 7d

— ‘2 — B assorted -~ 7d

=55 = W = —  d

— & — b0 varieties R /)|
Tuclnding

Orange Free State, Scarce Argentine, France,
(unpaid), Throndhjem, St. Thomas, Rigi Belap,
Belgium, (new issue), Turkey, India, (Official,)
Cape Verde, Barbadoes, Cyprus, Swiss, sur-
charged, (Ausser Kurs), &ec., &ec.

No 7 contains 100 varieties all good stamps post free 2/1

BUTLER Bros.,
OATEN HILL, CANTERBURY.

PREPARED ESTAMP MOUNTS

For fixing stamops in collections peatly and quickly, and preventing
damage to the stamps in removing them. They are far superior to the
old method of gumming, and ievaluble to all collectors.

Price 1000 1/-3; 10,000 7/6.

Special quotations for large quantities,

BUTLER Bros., Oaten Hill, Canterbury.
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WM. V. D. WETTERN, Jun.

WHOLESALE

DEALER IN POSTAGE STAMPS,

176G, SARATOGA SIREET,

BALTIMORE, Md., U.S.A,

ALL KINDS OF STAMPS BOUGHT
FOR PROMPT CASH.

ALL DEALERS are requested to send
me their WHOLESALE LIST.

BS" Good Offers always Welcomes

Philatelic Papers plense copy this Adver-
tisoment, and send m Bill,

THE BRITISH
Exchange Association

Tunstitated for the purpose of eflecting
exchanges and purchases of Foreign Postage
Stamps, with collectors in the Dritish Isles,
It frequently occeurs that collectors, during the
formation of their collections, bave large
numbers of Foreign Stamps on their bands of
no value whatever to them, simply Lecause
they already have specimens of them in thew

albnms.
Collectors so situnted should forward their
duplicates to ns AT ONCE, with lowest prices
and stamps to seleet from will be sent in course
of post.

TEHE GREAT SUcEaES
Which this popular movement has
met with, enables the Mnnnger to offer for

exchange o much greater Varlety of rare
Stamps thao bitherto.

The Secretary is prepared to purchase for
prompt Cash only, parcels of Stamps.

All letters upon Exchange business must
contain a sufficient remittance to
prepay return postage.

No reply will be sent if this rule be infringed.

Manager: E. DURHAM,
21, Burrell Street, Ipswich

A.D.

THE PHILATELIC STAR

This is a Bi-monthly Journal devoted
to the Seience of Philatoly, and is publshed
on the 1et of the month,
Collectors should subscribe to this
spicy paper without delay—The press
speaks well of it.
Advertisers should sscure spuco at
once for the next issue. Noto the choap rates

ADVERTISING RATES;
One Colamn ... 7/- Quarter Column
Half Column .. 3/6 Inch )
Private Advertisements, 20 words, 3d.,
SPECIMEN COPY SENT POST FREE.
Correspondence  and consignments of good
stamps solicited. Address all lotters, &c., to
the pablisler —

EDWARD F. HERDMAN
_ BERWICK.ON-TWEED, ENGLAND

N. F. GREARY,

827, BRANNAN STREET,
SAN FRANCISCO, AL.,
Desires to receive consignments of British
Colonial and other stamps, and can offer in
axchange such scarce stamps as Bandwich
[s., Guatemala, Hong Kong, China,
Nicaragua, Honduras, Costa Riea, Moxico,
and U.S. department

The PHILATAE}BIE HERALD
'FOREIGN STAMEDVERTISER

| A first-class monthly paper circulated all
| over the world, it is one of the cheapest
and best advertising mediums in Europe
for Philately.
Subseription 1/- per annum, post free.

ESTABLISHED % 1881

D

-

ADYERTISEMENTS ; 1 Page 17/6, hall do.
9/6, quarter do. 5/6, 1 inch single col.
1/6, small advts. 12 words for 3d. and
1d. for every 4 afterwards,

A considerable reduction for a series.

Sggcimen copy to dealers free,

ADDRE
JOSEPH LEE & Cor.,
18, Castle Street, Southport, England,

7 gland,

offer for cash at very low

postage and loeal stamps of
and SWEDEN.

Price list free on application.

OLAF GRILSTAD,
THRONDHJEM, NORWAY.

rices the
ORWAY
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EOWIN ENGLAND,

WHOLESALE & RETAIL

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTER,

AND

Philatelical Publisher.
APPROVAL SHEETS.

WE send on Approval Rare Stamps mounted on Sheets, with the

price marked separately over each stamp at prices as
low as it is possible to sell genuine Stamps. Large wholesale or retail
list gratis aud post free.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.
The Philatelic Trmes for Juue, 1882, says:—

Wa have received sumples of Mr, Edwio England's approval sheets, and must
confess that they are oxceedingly choap, and of good quality. From enquiries made
we find this gentleman aclls none but GESUINE oRIGINALS, which should be borne in
mind by collectors who desire full value for their money.

The Editor of the Philatelic Referce says :—
I can recommend the goods of this firm without hesitation,

The Stamp Collectors Journal for 1884, says :—

Mr. Edwin Eogland bas favoured us with a sight of his Approval Sheets.
They contain an excellent assortment, and are very reasonable in prica.

Application for Sheets from abroad must be accompanied by cash
deposit or undeniable references.

WHOLESALE BELECTIONS

Of Stamps in Dozens or Ilundreds, sent on Approval to Dealers
sending references or deposit.

Large Wholesale and Retail List, Gratis and Post Free.

ANTED, Correspoudents in the West Indies, Cuba, Fernando Po, Philippinu

V Islands, Azores, Gold Coast, Griqualand, Sierra Leone, Transvaal. Natal

Orange States, Cape, Mexico, Curacoa, Peru, Australasian Colopies, and all Asiatic
and South American countriesa, Prompt remittances, either in cash or exchange,
will be forwarded for large or small consignments of used Postage, Telograph
Revenue, Duty, or Local Stamps from any of the above or other parts of the world,

References can be obtained from most of the prominent European and
Americsr denlers, The thousands we dispose of daily enables us to pay the highest
price for ull parcels, prowpt atlention given Lo large or small consignments.

Mulrendy envelopes, and all kinds of English (except) 4d.and 1d., wanted.

GOOD COLLECTIONS BOUGHT.

ADDRESS ;—

EDWIN ENGLAND, LORNE ST., HULL, ENGLAND.



THE PHILATELIC OBSERVER,

ButLeEr Bros,
TOREIGN STAMP INMPORTERS,
OATEN HILL, CANTERBURY

ENGLAND,

Send out APPROVAL SHEETS unequalled
for cheapness, variety, and excellence of
specimens,

AT A DISCOUNT OF

4p. v tiE SHILLING

NO FORGERIES SOLD!!!

Agents wanted in every School and College
in the Kingdom.

Proprietors of the ¢ Excelsior’ Stamp Packets,
the cheapest in the world



). K. TIFFANY,

(!aﬂ'ﬁa‘i.

Philatelic Hbserver,

ApPRriL, 1885,

i\T_o. 2, VYol. 1.

2/- St thee

ADVERTISING RATES:
One Page - - 17/6 Quarter Page - - 5/6
Half Page - - 9/6 Eighth Page- — - 3/-

Single column Advertisements 1/3 per inch.

This Magazine is sent post free for 2/- per annum. Payment in
advance, by Postal Order, remittances from abroad should be by
Post Office Order, or lowest value unused stamps.

Advertisements . must be received by 26th of month.

Subscriptions may commence at any time.

PROPRIETORS :
BUTLER BROS,
Foreign Stamp Importers & Philatelical Publishers,
OATEN HILL, CANTEREURY,

ENGLAND.
Entered at Stationers Hall. All Rights Reserved

3 —
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DAVIO TOHN,

SPANDANER BRUCKE, 14, BERLIN,C.
WHOLESALE DEALER IN POSTAGE STAMPS,

FFERS the following at lowest prices, slluNUsEDand WARRANTED

GENU IN Ei—

Guatemals, first issue, 9, lU 20 ¢. (1871) .cvreveere. per 10 sets 5s
= second issue, 3, 4, 1, 2 1. (18;9) AvaziE - HE!
. third i issue, bird, 3, 1ir0al  iuiierivass i 4s
P fourth issue, g. 2, 4 real (1877).. s 5 58
. envelopes 4, 1. 2 r. (cut nquare) sy 5 Gs
‘San Salvador, first issue, é. AT S TR A e S S 158
Mexico, Maximilian, 13, 235, .,0 c. s = 128
‘Spain, Don Carlos. 50 ¢, 1 r. hrDWﬂ. l r. bluB teridesl o 3s
Baden, 1, 3,6, 7, 9 kr., lust issne  ....... i h8
Constantinople, 3, 20, 40 PAIAS ceevirimiisicnriiiiiniacns > 1s
Danube, Steam Navigation Co., 10, 10, 10, 17, soldi " 4s
Sardinis, only head embossed. 10 different ............ r 2s
(Persia Service, 1, 2, 5, 10 shahi  ....ciwiieiines ” 5s
Hamburg, 14, 2&, sch., S(ltfimeut - 23
33 envelopes {r, 14,14, 2,3, 4,7 ech . 3s
Borgedorf, 4.1, 1%, 3, 4 80h.......ccoieiiiiiiiiniiiansans a5 2
Romagna, 1, 3, 5 8 baJ ., 6s
Roman states, 2.3,5, 10, ¢ ﬂ 40 80(. perfor s 43 38

‘Transvaal Republic first tssue unparforated printed
in Mecklenburg, 1, 1, 3, 6, and 1 sch............. i 10s
Bavaria, return letters, G, dlﬁ'cw it Cities... b 1s
STAMPS PER THE 100:— # d
Hamburg, 14, 24, sch,, 6 kiuds, assorted.. evwianeskiveeegse L B
Constantinople, 20 pAras, Zreen.c.......cveiiniceserennionesiarenen . 1 0
Baden Landpost, 1 aod 3 kr, equally assorted.. weisisnenens, B D
-San Salvador, firstissue, ¥ £, bIUe .. ... < iiecvissisamissoersarenes 19 0
Guatemala Newsband, § r.. (cut square) .............. AR 2 13 6
Guatemala envelope, A} r., (cut sqn-u'e) R PR RS gosiesasavet AB 6
Spain, Dou Carlos, 1 r., blm_ RN, S, 7 6
-Gunatemala, second issue, 1. 1, r, Lq!l'l“y ASSOTtEd. v renns Eianie 7T 6

STAMPED SAN SALVADOR, first issue:—

Without, and second issue with, Contra sello  Only the §, 1, and 2 reals in 6 kinds
well assorted, at 15 Shillings per 100 Stamps,

Terms are Nett Cash in advanes, Postage extra, but 1 also aceept in exchango nll
kinds of better English, Colonial, ann other Stamps, also common, in great quantities
if they are noted with lowest Cash prices. I wish, also, to buy qood 1ats of raro Rare
Stamps also large Collections, for Cash. I eun refor to best English honses, if it is
wished, ATl orders shall have the host and promptest attention, from

DAVID COHN, SPANDANER BRUCKE, 14, BERLIN,C.

Oorrespon&enca in EncLisH. FrENcH, and hxnuul
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PREPARED STAMP MOUNTS,

For fixing stamps in collections neatly and quickly
and preventing damage to the stamps in removing
them. They are far superior to the old method of gum-
ming and invaluable to all collectors. Made of the very
best gummed paper and in two sizes, No. 1, size is
suilable for ordinary sized adhesives. No. 2, size for
entire envelopes and post-cards by using two mounts
to each.

Price, No. 1, 3d. per 100, 1/- per 1,000. No. 2, 4d, per
100, 2/- per 1,000 post free.

BUTLER Bros.,
Oaten Hill, Oanterbury.

Wanted the name and address of every

DEALER & COLLECTOR

In the world.

Dealers send wholesale and retail lists
of Stamps.

Agents wanted to sell vare stamps from
sheets. Commission 834 per cent.

THE DEALER'S ADVERTISER

AND COLLECTOR'S EXCHANGE,

A stamp Faper sont gratia and post
1

free to all Dealers and Collectors
known to us.

Advt, Rates for No, 3 as ntrial,

1inch 1/- 1 column 6/ 1 page 10/-
For Cash only.
My iality is aaving Dealers tune and

trouble by inserting their Advts. in this and
any other Stamp Journal. List of rates free.

Printing ! 1000 Memos 5/-, 1000 Bills 2/8,
1000 Envelopes 4/8, estimates 1 stamp.

JOHN H, CLIFFORD.
CHARLBURY, ENGLAND.

Mention Paper,

St Papers copy and send same
e space for Advertiser.

“The TRUTH shull be thy WARRANT,?
Sir Walter Raleigh.
We WARRANT avery stamp we offer to
be GENUINE.
H. L. WILDEY & Co,
Philatelical Emporinwm,
36, REPORTON ROAD, FULHAM,
LONDON, S.W.
Stamps sent on approval at low rates, good

commission sllowed. Swindlers WILL be
prosecuted. Private enquiry sgents employed,

HAMILTON BROWN,
THE HIGHLANDS, BABBICOMBE,
N, TORQUAY,

Just iasued—A new price list of cheap sets of
slamps, sent free on application.
100 genuine stamps, all erent, including
Sandwich Is,, Bahamas, Sslvador (lst issue),
Guatemala, Mexico, Porto Rico, China, Ital
(surcharged), Costa Rica, Orange States. Strait
Settlements, the finest packel out only 1/, Rare
sheets on approval,
TO  DEALERS—Send for Wholesale Liat
nckunwled&nd to be one of the cheapest in the
world, ANTED—Small consi ents from
the West Indies, Cuba, Fernaudo Po, Phillipines
Azores, Gold Coast, Transvaal, Orange States,
Mexico, Curacon, Peru. and all the Asiatic and
South American Countries

Prompt remittances, either in cash or exchange,
will be forwarded by return of mail

COLLINS BROS,,
Leylang Road, London, S.E., Eng.




EDWIN ENGLAND
WHOLESALE STAMP MERCHEHAINT.

EXTRACT FROM WHOLESALE LIST - —USED STAMPS,

doz, 100. 100
s.d wd s.d. s d
Australian, various colonies ... ... 0.3 L 01 Mexioo, BUParIC.: . sdisrisnives -1 B Tl
Antigua, 1d  ......cccoeermriaimmeies O B Newfoundland. 3 Ceeevvivvervineenns 0 6 2 9
oes, assorted ....cceeienen. 0 4 1 8B » ASSO! RPN kT I
Brazil, assorted ......... coveeciee © 3 1 8 | Portugal, well mixed............... © 3 1 8
» superior, well ussorted ... 0 4 2 3| Guatemala,1c,2c¢,and5cbird0 10 5 0
Bavaria, 60pf,, 2 kinds .......... 0 3 1 3 w  10cand20cbird .. 1 4
British Guiana, 1 cand 2¢ ... © 4 2 0 | Roumania, well mixed ....c.o.00. 0 3 1 3
Bulgaria, assorted .......co.ccveeeee 0 8 4 3|8 Vincent, $ & 1d. .ccoovvveeeeea 0 8 5 0
w  superior, 14 kinds...... 6 6 | Servia, assorted ...........ccco000. 0 4 2 3
Bosnia, assorted ........coviineeeeen 0 8 4 3 »  splendid mixtare .........9 68 3 6
Cape of Good Hope assorted ... 0 3 1 4| SegnaTasse....ccovvveecnreeiviennsns 0 4 1 8
” triangular 4 0 30 0 | Spaio, mixed .cccerveeiiiicenns 0 3 0 8
Chm 5c.u......-.......-.u-------ln 0 3 1 6 " Sllpﬁl.'il'll.' P e L | 1 0
» assorted .....cceseeceresenes O 4 3 3 | South Australia ldand 2d ...... 0 2 0 9
s superior, old and new «.... 0 8 4 6| Trinidad,1d............ccvnriironnee. 0 4 2 9
} piastre ......co000ieeeee. 0 6 3 8 w _ assorted ......ieennsee 0 8 409
Colonies, mixed........... 0 6 3 6| Orange Free States, assorted...... 0 9 4 8
Egypt, assorted .......cooenieeieee 0 3 1 8| Persia, assorted ......... il 8 208
tireece, well mised... oeueecenrseeee 0 3 1 3 | Turkey, assorted...... 03 1 4
Grenada, §d. surcharged ..o 0 10 WA T e Al R T
Great Britain. 1d black  ..ccoocee 010 8 0| Victoria, $d 7088 .1ovevrveriinnernens @ 3 1 8
. well mixed ... 0 1 0 6 » ank stamps .veeere. 08
Hanover, 1gr, head ......oooccoens © 6 3 3 | United Statesvarious departments0 4 2 3
Hawaii, mixed....ccorrrerinrinsaencs 0 7 4 8 3 assorted .v.veerie. @ 1 4 0
Manritios, 4 C...csurssssaneanry 06§ 9 i SUPETIOr ,vivvveneees @ 8 1 0
Mexico, common.... vueeesseniricnies. 0 B 4 3 » and Capada, mixed 0 1 0 4
SPECIAL UNUSED LOTS
Argentine Republic, 1862, 5 ¢ 6 3 4 Guatewala, § real bird .ovveivnss 2 9
Rica, § real bUlpe............ 010 & & » 1 realbird .....o0o00. 3 3
GuaTEMALA 15t issue insetsof 3 Hanover, } gr black vecc.crvvvven 1 3 9 8
(6 c, 10¢ &20c) 6sets 3/3,12 Holigolund, 1 pf.........cooveirneer 0 4 2 0
sels 5/0 Ionian Jelands,in sets of 3 (}d,
Guatemala, 2nd issue, in sets of 4 1d, 2d,) 6 sets 11/8, 12 sets 21/6
(4, 4,1 & 2 reals) B sets 3/3, Samoa 1d, blue _..... ok innis B 131108
12 nets 5/0 ) Tromso Locavs, in sets of 4 (2,
Guatemala, Tst & 2nd issues (e, 5, 8 ore and 5 ore. (provisional
10c&20¢, 4, }, 1 &2 reuls), on 2 gre,) 12 sets 3G, 100 sots
6 sets of 7,0/« 12 sets 114 30/
Guatemala, 3rd issue, in sets of 4 Heligoland sets of 15—12 sets 9/¢
(4 2and 4 reals, and 1 peso)
rare, 6 nets 6/0, 12 sets 11/-

Large Four-page Wholesale Price List Gratis and post free,

MIXED STAMPS FOR SHEETS.
ALL GOOD SALEABLE STAMPS.

We cansupply finely-assorted St_nm}m of all kinds, used and unused, at the following
low prices. 18 15 # fine opportunity for Dealers in a small way who cannot get sufficient
variety for their sheets

Per12 Per 100  Per 1,000

- s d £ g s d
Stamps to sell Retail at not losa than 1d each ...... Q.9 B8 wu 9D 0

e i 1d ,superior 0 7 .. 3 6 .. 30 0
- . B s DA E" D
= e - DS L SN AR
3 = My il 8 Sc18 0

" " Bl 3o anvises B8 5 B0
8F These Stamps give the ﬂ‘mteat satisfaction 1o the yoany dealers to whom they are
mipplied, no torn or damaged being umongst thew, all being good saleable Stamps.
Wholesale and Retail Lists gratis and Post Free. Cunsignments solicited from abroad.
Good Exchange sent immediately for all parcels, Agents wanted inall parts of the world,
Good Commission. Address all communications to

EDWIN ENGLAND, LORNE ST., HULL, ENGLAND



THE PHILATELIC OBSERVER.
ADVERTISE IN IT! SUBSCRIBE TO IT!!

e e e e e g e e, e e e et il

THE

REW EMGLAND PHILATELISE,

One of the best stamp papers published in the United States, published promptly
on the first of each month, Only 1s. Gd. per yoar post frea.

DPEATERS

do you wish to increasa your American trade? if so advertise in the ‘N.E.P.'
Advertising Rates -—
1 inch 1s, 3d, 1 column 8a. 1 page 14s,

CO Ly LB OQTORS
subscribe to the bost paper in the United States. Sample 1d.

S P

e, 5.0 A S, 5 i I AP ot o B P P i

W. L. EMORY,

85, HIGH STREET.
FITCHBURG MASS, U.SA,

The most complete and best Tllustrated Catalogue published. Tt has no aqual
o Collector should be without a copy.”— Vide Press.

flom Benhy?ﬂt _;Fuu;tg_ i&.‘tlitihu entirelp Vebigel any Correctel, of
STANLEY, CIBBONS, & (O,

PRICE CATALOGUE OF POSTAGE STAMPS,

INCLUDING ALT. NEW IBSUES

Also an APPENDIX to the above, consisting of over 2100 Illustrations, with
Reference numbers attached corresponding with the Catalogue.

For the identification of hitle known Stamps, Oriental Values and Surcharges, this
Publication will be found invaluable.

All Stamp Oollectors should send for a copy of thia Work, supplying as it does
the most recent and fuvournble quotations, Tt is truly a representive Catalogue and
all who desire to have the best and latest information as to the market value of Stamps
&e., will find this book invalnable, No advance will be made in the price of this
Catalogue or Appendix netwithstanding the very large number of New Issues added

und fully Dlustrated. -
To Great Britain, Europe_ To other Countries comprised To Australia,

%mcss PosT-FReE. United States Canadas & Egypt in the Postal Union,  Asia, etc.
he Priced Catalogue . 6d. . - 9d. . 1/-
The Appendix . i ¢ A= . ’ 1/3 1/9
The Two Bound Togather . . 18 % s 2/- y 2/9
Handsome @Gilt Cloth TReading

Covera fittad with elastic band and { 1/2 v P 1/4 ’ 1/6

ndaptable to this or any future,
Edition price 1/- each; or

STANLEY, CGIBBONS & CO.,

Stamp Importers and Philatelical Publishers,
8, GOWER STREET LONDON, W.C.
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BUTLER Bros.,
Hets of used & unused Posfage Blamps

In ordering any set please quote the number. The prices quoted do not include
postage or are they subject to any discount. All sets in good condition,
Used a Unused & Used and Unused ¢

Number in set.

&

1 Argentine, 1862 5 10 and 15 ¢ aii

2 Baden Land Post 1 8and 12 kr ...

8 Bavaria 1to 18 kr

4 Bosnial2 3510 and 15 kr .5

b Bulgaria, various issues . +74

6 Constantinople, 5 20 and 40 paras.,

7 Cyprus § (2 kinds) 1 and 251351.1'03 e

8 Danube Steam Navagation Co complete oty

9 I'rance unpaid (chlf"rr- taxe) 1 to 40 centimes

10 German Fmpxre. 141030 gr,1237 & 18 kr.

11 Guatemala 1871, 5 10 and 20 ¢ o

12 o 1875. 3 & 1 and 2 reales e

- & 1877, 4 2 4 reales and 1 peso..,

14 5 1879, 4 md 1 real

15 5 1882 12510 and 20 centavos Y

16 Hamburg...

17 # anelopcs. cnmpietu e,

18 Heligoland sas ses

19 Holland

20 Ttaly; 2 ¢ 'iurchnrged on all officials v

21 Persia Service 1 2 6 and 10 shahi

22 Persia various issues ... ive iis

28 Porto Rico 1882, 4124 6and 8 mils de peso

24 Romun Siates. perforated 5. o

25 Roumania 1865, 2 5 and 20 pu.ms

b 26 w1866, 25 :md 20) paras ,

b 27 Romagnal 23 4 56 and 8 Bajocchi

b 28 Bardinia 1856

b 29 SBaxonyarms 3 pf. 4 124&3 gr05r-hen

b 30 Switzerland surcharged Ausser Kurs 23510 16 20 25 40
50 ¢ and 1 frane 10

a 30A Switzerland, obsolete e sea 11

¢ 81 Spain, a magniﬁcmlt gt uG e 100

a 32 Sweden service TR

a 33 Sweden ‘Losen ... 10

b 8¢ ThurnandTaxis 344123 ﬁ:lbgroschen 136915 & 80 kr. 12

BRELIEF SCRAPS,

The ' Excelsior * Packets including the Jatest patberns, novelties, &c.

No. 2 contains 16 beautiful sheets of Flowers, Fruit, Animals, Iuman
Kigures, Birds, &c., post free 1/1.

No, 3 contains 45 of the choicest designs and of great variety
post. free 2/8,

BUTLER Bros., Oaten Hill, Canterbury.
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BUTLERS'

TELIC p BSE
HILA RYER

APRIL, 1888.

We are much gratified to have received so many lettors from both
collectors and dealers, approving of our efforts to make the Plilatelic
Observer a first-class Magazine: we shall spare no pains in the future
to increuse its popularity, and at all times shall be glad to receive sug-
gestions from dealers and collectors.

Dealers, please note the Philatelic Observer i3 one of the very best
ADVERTISING MEDIUMS, and is now enlarged to 20 pages.

Collectors should at once send in their subscriptions : in the course
of two or three months we intend to permanently enlarge the space
devoted to articles to at least 12 pages.

Throunghout the whole of the Philatelic Press the cry is,*Why caunot
we have a Dealers” Protection Association 2" This is really becoming a
matter of vast importaoce to every dealer iu Great Britain, but why so
much talk and nothing done? Surely it cannot be a difficult matter to
form such an association ; it really wants nothing but the co-operation
of dealers; theu in a few months every one tould be wondering
we had waited so long,

In our opinion the correct way to start the Association will be to
form a Committee ; it will be a very easy matter to then elect a secre-
tary ; he should be some well-known dealer who could be relied upon
for doing the work efficiently. The country would, of course, have to
be divided into districts, aud an agent appointed for each district; if a
dealer can be obtained who will do the work so much the better,
Agents cannot be expected to work without remuneration, Suppose
they are paid 6d. for each enquiry, and a commission of 10 per cent.
vpon all debts collected.,

L 4
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The working expenses of the Association ought not to be large ; the
secretary could not expect a large salary ; the expenses for stationery
would be, the only other item; and if every dealer who
wished to avail himself of the advantages of the Association were to
subscribe a small sum aanually, there could not be any possibility of
& failure,

We shall be pleased to obtain the opinions of dealers, and also to
open our columns for correspondence upon the subject. If our efforts
help, however slightly, to be the means of forwarding the formation of
an “ Eoglish Dealers’ Profection Association,” we shall be amply repaid.

Hiamp @ollecting.

(Continued from No. 1.)

None of the early stamps were perforated; they were printed in
sheets, and when one was wanted it was cut off, But at the present
time there are several different perforatious to be found among stamps,
but only two are common—namely, the ordinary perforation as seen in
the current English and most modern stamps. This is made by small
circular holes punched out between the stamps; these of course vary in
number according to the size of the holes or perforations, but are from
10 to 20 in number. Then there is what is termed the Roulette per-
foration, because it is manufactured by a wheel passing over the paper
and leaving a line of dents or small cuts between the stamps. Some of
the Brazil, Chili, etc.,, are rouletted. Brunswick stamps have a very
minute perforation, A serrated edge like a saw may be seen in the
2 grote, Bremen. But the old Finland have a peculiar serpentine perfora-
tion, which makes it very difficult to avoid tearing them, and conse-
qnently spoiling the specimen for one’s album,

I do not intend to recommend any particular album, for opinions as to
these are various. But a great deal depends on the collector,
many in commencing only look out for variety of issues, ignoring varie-
ties of colour, watermark, etc., and such collectors almost any album
will do. But perhaps the ** lmproved'" by Stanley, Gibbons, and Co..or
the *“ Crown,” Nos. 3 and 4, by Whitfiel |, King, and Co., are the most
sunitable for the average collector. The advantages of the latter albums
are that the space for the insertion of stamps are printed on the right-
hand pages only, the lefthand pages being left vacant for the reception
of new issues, references, or other notes.
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Huving your album, we must now have a few words about mounting
the stamps in it, and the best way is to procure some " Prepared
Mounts ™ obtainable of Messrs. Butler Bros., the proprietors of this
Magazine. These mounts are small pieces of gummed paper, one end
of which is gummed to the back of the stamp, the other gummed to the
page in the album and so forming a hinge. This method is simple and
speedy and to my mind much better than the following way which is
troublesome and not more effective, though some prefer it. The second
way is by gumming a little tongne of paper by one end to the back of
the stamp, the other fitting into asocket gummed on the page of the
album.  Be careful to get your stamp square to the page for when
crookedly put in they have a very bad appearance.

Before mounting stamps into your album be careful to remove any
paper there may be at the back, but in doing so, do not wet the face of
the stamp. The best way is to get some luke warm water and lay the
stamps in it on their backs, they will curl up at first but gradually
straighten and will when straight be ready to be operated on. Remove
the paper carefully with a penknife and dry them lightly with a bhand-
kerchief never fold post cards, and in cutting envelopes slit them at
one end and do not cut the flap. Always get as clean copies as you
can.

In conclusion I would remind all young collectors that stamps on blue
paper are almost always rare, their colour is owing to the chemical
action of the gum on the paper, and they are all old issues, worth
watching for, The first issue of Barbadoes, the 5 centavos Chilian
and some of the Cape Stamps are on blue paper. So far, I bave said
nothing about * fiscals,” because I think, they, like reprints, if collected
should have a separate album, though I should say it is far the best
for beginners, not to collect them, but stick to postage stamps only, for
by trying to do too much, you will if not careful, have on the whole
uninteresting collections, where by collecting one kind only, nothing
like this should happen. .

DPriv Tssues,
Argentine.—From the Timbre-Poste we learn that the 5c has been

surcharged twice, the first surcharge being oblique. Also the same

stamp with the surcharge transposed.
Adhesives 4¢, on Ge,, Vermilion, black surcharge.
" ” transposed surcharge.
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Azores.—The 20 reis post card has a small surcharge.
Post Card 20 reis blue or buff,
Cape of Good Hope.—A change of watermark has again taken
place. The 2d. brown and the 6d. lilac, have now a watermark of an
anchor and cable,

Ceylon —Ilas a long list of surcharges, most of which we have seen.
Provisional Adhesives,

POSTAGE &
5 cents surcharged in black ognye on 8c. yellow, wmk, C,A. & crown
¥ REVENUE
AT 5 4 On 16c. manve - -
B L » w  on32c, grey black  ,, C.C. & crown
2 " " eT an :sﬂc' blue " .
O ¥ s . on 48¢, carmine o5 3
5 ., . « on 64e, red brown 14 »§
LA e W JEN - on 24¢, purple-brown ,, C.A, & crown
-8
RIS P w on Gde, red brown ,, £ C. & crown
| 5 A N FIFTEEN on 16c, mauve w C.A. & crown
CENTS
PR > eNeon 32¢, grey black ,, C.C. & crown
TWENTY
ve 5
28 5 centTs On 32¢, " " »
TWENTY
eight 5 i
28 " cenTs on 45¢, carmine 7 5
y THIRTY,  ap,
JO . " CENTS on 3‘)‘.. bllle " "
BE .53 - I aX on 96¢, drab 2 5
One Rupeo
w
1 rupee 12 ¢, ,, TWELYE on 2r, 50¢ maroon - %

Ttaly.—Will shortly have four new stamps for parcels post, they
will be as follows :—
Pareels Post Adhesives 50 centosimi, lake
75  ,  seu green | watermark. Crown-
1 fr. 25 ,, dull orange perf 14,
1fr. 76 - deop blue

Levant.—1t has been decided to change the colours of these stamps
as given below,
Adhesives 1 kopeck, orange.
2 dark green
5 , lilac brown.
il deap bluo,
Montserrat—The colour of the fourpenny blue has been changed
to light mauve,
Adhesive 4d. light mauve, watormark. C.A, and Crown.
Persia.—A new series of stamps for this country will very soon
appear.

Portugal'—A change in the colour of the 20 reis has taken place.
Adhosive 20 reis, carmine,
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Shanghai,—A new set of provisionals have appeared as follows : —
Adhesives 20 surcharged in blue on 40 cash, rose
G0 ¥ on 80 ,, blue} perf 11}
GO » on 100 ,, brown
Sweden.—Two more new stamps will be issued in a few weeks for
this country.
Adhbesivos 5 Gre Groen.
N ss 20 , Dblue,
Trinidad.—Thue series of unpaid stamps consists of the following
values.
. id. 1d. 2d. 3d. 4d. 5d. 6d. 8d. 1s.
Victoria,—Tlree new stamps have been issued for this colony,
Adhesives, 4d. carmine
3 1d, yellow-green
- 2d, mauve

Bistory of Post Difice

The History of the Post Office is a subject of interest to everybody,
especially to Philatelists. There is no other public institution in
the world which i8 so closely and universally connected with us. To
the rich man and poor, old and young, it is alike: it is the one great
medium binding together distant relatives and friends. Business and
pleasure, sorrow and joy, are all represented in the messages passing
through this mighty system,

The practice of writing letters and the system of postal communica-
tion was known to the ancients, as both sacred avd profave history
attest. In sacred history we find several instances of letter-writing.
Regular posts seem to have had their origin among the Persians,
Darius I. caused couriers with saddle horses to be always ready at
different stations throughout the empire, at a distance of one days’
journey from each other, in order that there might be no delay in getting
reports from the provinces. During the Empire an institution similar to
the modern posts was established by Augustus, among the Romans,
In Germany, France, aud Italy, during the 9th century, there existed
messengers who travelled on horseback; they were, however, only
employed for the Government, With' the progress of commerce, the
vecessity of having posts made itself felt, and in all the larger cities of
Germany mounted messengers and stage coaches began to be estab-
lished, Letters were also placed in the charge of travellers, merchants,
and butchers who rode about the country to buy cattle. The first
establishment in this country of a postal service for the conveyance of
the letters of the public, is involved in some obscurity. The letters,
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both of private and public personages, were originally sent by special
messengers only (records for carrying letters for the King commenced
in the reign of John), and more recently by common carriers, who began
to ply regularly with their pack-horses about the time of the Wars of
the Roses. It appears in the records of the City of Bristol that the
Corporation paid one penny to the carrier for carrying a letter to London,

(To be continued.)

En Passant.

It is a notorious fact that, while England claims to be the originator
of, and the first to introduce, the Postage Stamp, this country is at the
present moment far behind others, which are not usually credited with
that degree of civilization at present enjoyed by Great Britain, in the
matter of postal facilities. When we speak of the first country to intro.
duce the postage label, one may rationally look for greater things from
that country than might even reasonably be expected from any other,
which it is well to bear in mind only followed the example set by this
pation in that melancholy, Indian-file sort of fashion which has becomo
proverbial and symbolical of tardiness throughout the length and
breadth of the world. Whether we confine our researches to Europe ouly
or to anyone of the other Continents, we shall find the results the same,
and in many instances it will not be too much to say that the postal
systems of those countries of which we have spoken are much more
elaborate, and the advantages possessed by Austria aud France for in-
stance, by reason of this greater degree of detail in their respective
systems, are not simply confined to one or two trivial poinots, but are
really useful, and just as much required by English commerce and
English business as the countries we have mentioued.

a - . .

In connection with the foregoing, we notice a letter from a corres-
pondent to the Mercantile Gazette, in which the writer speaks of two
important advantages possessed by other countries over us. “The
first,” he =ays, ‘*is the power of insuring the value of a letter, This we
can do even in Italy; that is to say, we can put £100 in notes or a
diamond ring into a letter, and for a small sum insure their delivrey.
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Here we can ooly register a letter, and recover a trifling sum if it is lost.
The second disadvantage is connected with the international post. We
cannot send small parcels to another country by the post, nor even small
articles of value by letter-post.” The writer illustrates his argument by
watching the progress made by a parcel posted in Vienna to London. It
comes through Italy, Switzerland, and France to ("clogne comparatively
quickly, but from the last-named place to the capital of Great Britain
its journey occupies an indefinite time. During this last stage it is handed
to one of the parcels express companies with offices in London, who are
responsible for its safe delivery to the addressee ; but to attempt to
calenlate with any amount of accuracy, or with any hope of arriving at
the time of its actual quitting the hands of the Express Company, is a
something nearly akin to impossibility, This is a state of things worthy
of the attention of the Government; and ere the present Administration
quits office, it may be hoped that Mr. Shaw Lefevre may take the matter
in hand, with a view to a possible solution of at least one, if not both,

problems,
- L - L

A new Philatelic Hand-Book, by Major Evans, has recently been
published : we understand the compilation of this work has occupied a
cousiderable period on the part of its author, all issues np to Jan, 1st 1885,
being included in its pages. It is certaiuly a book of reference, and one
from which a great deal of information can be obtained, notably respect-
ing watermarks and perforation. Its publication brings to mind more
forcibly the great difference there is in the many grades of collectors.
regarding the extent of their collections, and the various ideas one may
meet with in conversation with half-a-dozen different people, all profess-
ing to be Philatelists, are something more than curious and amusing.
One perhaps is satisfied with the assistance of an old catalogue of five
or six years ago, and trusts to his powers of observation to furnish him
with the peculiarities of recent issues. Another may be a very ardent
collector, but beyond a price catologue for guidance when making addi-
tions to his album, uses no catalogue of reference such as we have
spoken of. A third will scorn the idea of using any means for the gain
of knowledge beyond the stamps themselves; while a fourth jogs
along in a contented manner without the use of any sort of reference
list at all. This style of thing is not to be advised, inasmuch that one
man must of necessity benefit by a knowledge of his fellow-men’s ye,
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gearch and examination. But, as the number of collectors increases,
this class will also increase in the same proportion as it has done since
the earliest days of the science. People are satisfied now-a-days with a
very brief insight into the why and the wherefore of many of the ordi-
pary points of interest in the science, which cannot fail to have an
adverse effect upon its welfare at sometime or other.
- L 3 - 4

Whether the newly-introduced labels, purporting to be emissions for
postal use in Corea, are really genuine or not remains for time to prove.
The general appearance of the 5 and 10 mon. very much resembles
some of the Deccan stamps and other Indian montrosities. The
design is altogether peculiar and monotonous. In the centre of each
stamp is what is thought by some to be a cockade, a sort of target in
fact, compored of semicircular bands of white and colour, so arranged
that the white are opposed to the coloured ones. Our province here,
howerver, is not to describe the stamp. As in the case of the Porte de Mar
and Stellaland stamps these labels may possibly prove to be the reverse
of bogus, but for the present we are inclined to join issue with our Hull
contemporary and await further information regarding their origin,

- * - -

* Dor Philatelist " has succeeded in getting hold of some very early
news respecting a supposed fresh emission by Great Britain of a peuny
value, inscribed * Postage—One Penny,” of same design as the Inland
Revenue 1d , converted to postal use iv 1881. 8o far as we have been
able to uscertain at present, there has been no issue of the nature de-
scribed, and the only conclusion we can come to is that the worthy
editor of our cantemporary has, for at least once in his lifetime, com-
mitted a profound error. The announcement seems the more strange
by reasou of its very positive character, an illustration of the alleged
new stamp accompanying the description.

DPur Confemporavies,

Foreign Stamp Collectors News for April appears rather before its

stated day of publication, and does great credit to its energetic pro.
prietor.

The Philatelic Star, we are glad to see, is now improving
under the sole editorship of Mr. Herdman,

The Coliector—This is one of the best magazines of its kind ; in the
March number are some interesting notes on Philately, Cuins, ete.

Received with thauks— Philatelic Referee, Philatelic Herald, Deuteche
Briefmarken Zeitung, Universum, Le Commercant, The Dealers' Advertiser.

Mr. J. H, Clifford has sent us one of his approval sheets ; the stamps
are marked at fairly low prices.

We have not avy space for insertion of this month's * Caution.”
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BUTLER BROS.,

Contains 100 good etamps with some unused, this is the only packet contain
ing duplicates, post free 7d.

Contains 50 stamps, all different, including Brazil, Canada, Chili, Luxemburg,
Bpain, Sweden, Portugal, United States, (envelope) Victoria, and mauny
obsolete varieties, post fres 7d.

Contains 80 varieties of used and unused stamps, including Argentine, Brazil,
Bosnia and Herzgovina, Greece, Swiss, Porto Rico, Sardinia,
(2 kinds) Capa of Good Hope, Finland, Italy, (official) Wurtemburg, (official)
Roumania, Ceylon, Spain, &ec., post free 7d.

Contains 12 unused stamps including Belgium, Constantinople, Dutch Indies,
Italy, (estero) Alesund, Greece, &e., post free 7d.

Contains 50 varieties iuncluding Oyprus, Newfoundland, Australian Colonies,
Oranga Free State, Caps Verde, (scarce variety), Greece, Finland, Porto Rico,
Jamaica, Belgium (new issue), Luxemburg, Throndhjem, San Marino, Barbadoes,
(new issue), Spain, Sardinia, Japan, Canada, (Registored), Searce Argentine,
India, (Official), New Zealand, Rure Denmark, (Service,) Servia, (ohsolets),
United States, (envelope,) Bwisg, ( Ausser Kurs), Italy, (Offleial), &e., post free, 1/1

Contains 6 unused entire Post Cards, including Christianssund, Japan,
Russia, (2 kinds) Servia &e. Tost free 8d.

Contains 20 varieties of unused stamps ineluding Mnderanerthal, Angols, Hayti,
Portugal, St, Thome & Principe, Azores, Greece, (unpaid) Hamburg, Braazil,
Luxemburg, Pory, &e., &ec. Post Free, 1/1.

Contains 30 varietios used and unused including Argentine. Wostern Australia
Bulgaria, Chili, Bosnia & Herzgovina, Azores, (unused) senrce, Roumelia, Thurn
and Taxis, and manov others rare. Post Free 1/1

Contains 10 unused uneut Post Cards including Rounminia, Shanghsi, Bosnia,
Japan, Suriname, India &c. Post Free 1/2

Contains 75 varieties of used and unused including a compieta set of 11 Sardinia,
Turkey, Cyprus. India, (official) United States (envelope) Western Australia
Natal, rare Hawaii Newfoundland Sweden (official) Dutel Indies, Luxemburg
Portugal &e. &e. Post Freo 1T
Contains 100 varioties, all used, including Guatemaln, Peru. Servia, Spain, St
Thomas, Sweden (1 Krona) Swiss, (unpaid,) Mexice, Natal, Roumnnis, Venezuala
Bulguria, Newfoundland, India (onvelope,) Coylon, Chili, Duteh Indies, Egypt,
Cyprus, Belgium (obsolete, ) Finland, Roman States, &o.. &e. Post free 2/7.

Contains 100 variaties of used nnd unused stampe ineluding Alesund, Bosnia,
Costa Rics, Curacao, Dominien (provisional ) Heligoland, Hayti, Kuroot Stoos, Mad.
eranerthal. Thurn & Taxis, Guatemala, Orange Free State, Cyprus, Porsia, Liberia
Rigi Belap, Chili, Ceylon, Dutch Indies, &ec., &e. Past Free 5/1

Contains 100 varieties of used and unused stamps including Angola, Argentine
Republie, Azores, Bermuda, S8arawak, Shanghai, Turkey, Sirmoor, Maderanerthal
Livonia, Gambia, Guatemala, Costa Rica, Liboria, Portuguese Indie~, Nicaragua
(1870) Constantinople, Salvador, (1st issue) Mexico, Knreat Stoos, Jhind, Peru,
Italy, (Estero,) Chill, Bosnis, Hawail &e., &, Post Free 7/7

Contains 100 varieties of used and unuscd stamwps including Transvaal (1879)
Bbopal, Dacecan, Spain (Don Carlos,) Paraguay, Venezueln, Mexico, Canada

(Regstered 5ej China, lonian [slands, Rigi Belap, Hanover, Roumelia, Angoln, Sara-
wak, Trinidad (provisional,) Orange Free State. (4d. on §/-) very searee, Porsian
Servies, Rare Dominica Republic (provisional,) Pulgarin, Levant, Tesland, Fiji,
Persia, British Honduras, Gambis, Urnguay, Guatemals (1877) Peru (Chilian Arms)
United States (i&gricnlture.) Turkey (Morton's letter post) Hollund unpaid (1
Gulden) Spain, Mexico, (Porte de Mar) Many of the stamps in this packet are
worth {rom 1/- to 2/6 each and to Fumhnu all soparately would cost about foyr
times the agpount asked,  Post Free J0/7.
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WM. V. D. WETTERN, Juw.

WHOLESALE

DEALER IN POSTAGE STAMPS,

176, SARATOGA STREET,
BALTIMORE, Md., U.S.A.

ALL EINDS OF STAMPS BOUGHT
FOR PROMPT CASH.

ALL DEALERS are reguested to send
me their WHOLESALE LIST.

8" Good Offers always Welcome.

Philatelic Papers please copy this Adver-
tisoment, and send in Bill.

THE BRITISH
Exchange Association

Instituted for the purpose of effecting
exchanges and purchases of Foreign Postage
Stamps, with collectors in the British Isles,
It frequently occurs that collectors, during the
formation of their collections, have large
numbers of Foreign Stamps on their hands of
no value whatever to them, simply because
they already have specimens of them in ther

albnms.

Collectors so situated should forward their

duplicates to us AT ONCE, with lowest prices

and stamps Lo select from will be sent in course
of post.

TR BREBAT SUTETSS
Which this popular movement has
met with, enables the Manager to offer for

ESTABLISHED ¥  AD.

THE PHILATELIC STAR

This is a Bi-monthly Journal davoted
to tho Seience of Philately, and is published
on the 18t of the month.
Collectoys should subscribe to this
spicy paper without delay—The presa
speaks well of it.

Advertisers should secure space at
onee for the next issue. Note the cheaprates

1881.

ADVERTISING RATES:
One Colamn ... 7/- Quarter Column 2/
Half Colomn .. 3/8 Inch 1/3

Private Advertisements, 20 words, 3d.
SPECIMEN COPY BENT POST FREE.
Correspondence and consignments of
stamps solicited. Address all letters, &ec., to
the publisher —

EDWARD F. HERDMAN
BERWICK-ON-TWEED, ENGLAND

W. F. GREANY,

§27, BRANNAN STREET,
SAN FRANCISCO, (AL,

Dosires to raceive consignments of British

Colonial and other stamps, and can offer in

oxchange such scarce stamps as Bandwich

Is., (Guatemala, Hong Kong, China,

Nicaragua, Honduras, Costa Rica, Moxico,
and U.S. department.

Tie PHILATELIC HERALD

'LOREIGN STAMP ADVERTISER

A first-class monthly paper circulated all
over the world, it j= one of the cheapest
and best advertising mediums in Europe
for Philately.
Subscription 1/- per annum, post free.

ADVERTIZEMENTS ¢ | Page 17/6, half do.
Wh, quarter do. 5/G, 1 jnch single col.
1/6, small advts, 12 words for 8d. and
1 for every 4 aftorwards.

exchange o mwuch greater Variety of rare | A considernble reduction for a series.

Stamps than hitherto,

The Secretary is “prepared to purchase for |

prompt Cash only, parcels of Stamps.

All letters upon Fxchange business must
contain a sufficient remittance to

prépay return postage,

Manager: E. DURHAM,
21, Burrell Street, Ipswich

I

No reply will be sent if this rule be infringed: ]I

Specimen copy to dealers free.
ADDRESS

JOSEPH LEE & Cor.,
13. Castle Street, Southport, England,

offer for cash at very low prices the
postage and local stamps of NORWAY
and SWEDEN.
Price list free on application.

OLAF GRILSTAD,
THRONDHJEM, NORWAY.
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THE ‘EXCELSIOR’ PACKETS,
SOLE PROPRIETORS,
BOUTLER BROS.. Oaten Hill, Canterbury, England.

These packets now are selling fast,

A name they have that long will last ;

Their value far outweighs their price,

Each bears its registered device.
Excelsior.

1n them good stamps alone are found,

Not torn or damaged ones abound ;

Who buy them own that, at the price,

Grandly they houour their device.
Excelsior.

Try one, to prove their sterling worth,

Then, since Philately had birth,

Admit if you have ever met,

One packet equal to them yet.
Excelsior.

Don't stay your search, still do your best,

Theo say on whom does merit rest,

Ours was the challenge, yours the try;

To us returned, you buy with joy.
Excelsior.

All worthless imitations shun

That love the dark, but hate the sun ;

Our ** packs,” like roses, pink and nice,

We blazon with our own device.
Excelsior.

And day by day they're better known,
Nor does one buyer e'er disown
To join the strain that sweeps the sky,
All competition they defy.

Excelsior.

And all in distant lands who live,

Please try the kind that Butlers' give ;

Our stawps al home are all known true—

We want this equal praise from you.
Excelsior,

Our packets, in their proud position,

Are rocks "gainst waves of competition ;

Not flattery them, * Excelsior ’ calls,

But truth from off her rampart walls,
Excelsior.

See list of *Hacelsior' Stamp Packets on other page.
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READ THIS! READ THIS!
GIVEN AWAY £300

1 . Grand Cash Gift

2 e e ... £10each | 20
10 | Collections of Foreign Stamps containing 1000
varieties s £5 each | 50
10 | Pairs Mulready Envelopes £ 1 each | 10
40 | Packets rare sets Foreign Stamps 10- ,, | 20
40 ” 1 3 waw Li 5/' ” 10
40 1 »” " wer cus 2 16 2 5
200 | Rare Sets 20 Ao =3 | £ g 10
100 | Packets rare Stamps ... 2/- 4 |10
100 " » et e o4y | B
200 ,+» Beautiful Scraps = % 10
100 | Splendid Photo Albums ... 6[- ., |25
100 s BERID 5. e 4f- , |20
100 = Serdp: 5, | e 4/- ,, |20
100 | Views of London = - | R 15
100 | Pocket Books ... was | DI S B 1
100 | Penknives : s B AN 5

We offer £300 in prizes varying from £ 50 to 1s. consistiog
of 1343 different articles, on condition that we obtain 10,000 applications
for the packets mentioned below, the distribution to take pluce Noy-
ember 1st, 1885. If we obtain the requisite number before that date,
the award will take place sooner.

No. 1 packet consists of 1000 Rare Foreign Stamps, including
various unused and other scarce stamps. Post free, 1/2.  Abroad, 1/5,

No. 2. A collection containing 100 Foreign Stamps all different
many Rare. Postfree, 1/1. Abroad, 1/3,

No. 3. Consists of 12 large and beautiful sheets of Scraps of
various designs. Post free, 1/-. Abroad, 1/2.

We refrain from mentioning the stamps packets will include as
owing to the immense number that will be sold. The packet will be
continually varying. We can however guarantee that the packets alone
will be worth the movey. The Prizes simply being offered as an
inducement to patronize us on a future occasion.

Special Notice.—Any person sending remittances for 5
packets will receive 6 packets and 6 receipts.

Please Note.—We must have number required before dis-
tribution can take place,

Remittance to be made by P.0.0. or Penny Stamps.

Papers please send rate for 6 Insertions of this Advertisement.

L. D. & J. K. FERGUSON,

FOREIGN STAMFP TMPORTERS,
50, Amberley Road, Harrow Rd., LONDON
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BuTtLer Bros,

FORZIEN BTAMP IMPORTHRS,
OATEN HILL, CANTERBURY
ENGLAND,

Send out APPROVAL SHEETS unequalled

for cheapness, variety, and excellence of
specimens,

AT A DISCOUNT OF

4p. v i SHILLING

NO TFORGERIES SOLD!!!

Agents wanted in every School and College
in the Kingdom.

Proprietors of the  Excelsior’ Stamp Packets,
the cheapest in the world

SEE LIST ON OTHER SIDE.
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WHITFIELD KING & Co.,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

STAMP MERCHANTS,
LACEY STREET, IPSWICH.

HE “CROWN" POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS.
2s. 6d., 3s. 6d., 5s., 6s. 6d., 8s, and 9s.

THE ¢ UNIVERSAL” POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS
21st Edition. 6s. 6d., 8s., 9s., 12s. 6d., 23s. 6d., & 26s.
All Post-free.

W holesale Prices of Albums sent on receipt of business card

THE STANDARD COLOUR CHART, just published;
printed in 142 different Colours all correctly named ; in-
valuable to every Philatelist, Price 3s., post-free.

ILLUSTRATED DESCRIPTIVE PRICE LIST OF
PACKETS, and SETS OF STAMPS, Gratss, and post-
free, on application,

IMPORTANT TO DEALERS.—Our WHOLESALE
LIST OF STAMPS, &ec., by the dozen, 100, and 1000,
is published ever ALTERNATE MONTH, and sent
Gratis, on application. Prices are Lower, and Stock
Larger, than those of any other Wholesale Firm.

ESTABLISHED 1869,
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ADVERTISING RATES:

-]

One Page - - 17/6 Quarter Page - - 5/6
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isss. (fAKDECHENS & Co.’s 1zes

97, DALSTON LANE, LONDON, E, ENGLAND.

Speciality Colonial and West Indian stamps. Terms Cash with order; Postage and

Carriage extra.  Remiulances by Postal Oiders or Bunkeis draft small amounts by

unused Postage stamps of lowsest value current not separated. Reference, London

and County Bank,  Consignments and good exchange solicited. Agents always
wanted. Collections purchased for Cash.

USED STAMPS.

Per doz. Per 100 Per doz. Per 100
5. d. & d. s 4. & d
Africn West, (iold ('oa.ut‘ Lagos France, 1676, 1 franc, sage green 0 3 18
and 8, Leone .. v 16 10 0 | French Colonies, two 1ssues, extra
A[.llg‘un.mumﬂ e e 1 | B0 ROOD ....ovitvrsamanevimsannsnressssenerenes O B 30
Argeotitie itepublic, extra good 06 3 6 | Gold Coast, and Hierra
Australian Cotonies (4) 4d., 1d., Leons, by A 10 0
. R e e e e R 0 11 | Great Britain, ld obs
Australisn Colonies, 7 eolonies... 0 4 138 million 136s.) . i i n1
Austria, old issue, assorted .. 03 19 (Jrﬂlt Br‘ltau.n i id 09
o ussorted ... el - 0 10 nghervalues, extra
o OEW 18sue, moﬂ.ed e 08 1 9 s DB 2 8
Austrian-Ttaly, extra good .. 0 4 1 11 | Great Britain, ﬁ.nely “as<orted...... — 03
Baden, extra good .. woniiae B B 30 A 1884, masorted......... 0 3 20
Barbadoes, id , light biwe ... 0 B 1 6 5§ registered envelo‘pm
" d dark b]ue. wflh- - Ly R 1 SRR o 06 30
out value . . .05 4 3 | Greece, extra fine NTRL Y 1 8
Barbadoes, ld 4d., 6d... veee 0 10 7 8 ' Grenada, including new issue.. 011 6 6
o &, nnd Id‘. " two Guat.emln. asnorted ....cociveiienees 109 -
1ssues, assorted........... Lo 0 4 1 9 | Hanover, 1gr. head................cco0 0 4 -
Bavaria, well assorted ... ... 0 1 0 4| Huwali, 16, T09€ 1oovccriisneeriniinnn 08 50
Belgium, well assurwd seaspsaaaan 0 3 0 4 | Hayt, weall ussorted . 1 B 12 86
" old issue .. s RS 1 % | Holland, extra good . iy ¥ 0 4
Bermuda, 1d., rose : 08 3 0 w  old issue ... s LT 20
- other \mlum. maﬁed 1 3 10 0| Hong Kong, well assorted I A ¢ 39
Bosnia, assorted . o 65 6 | Hungary. extra good.........ccoueee 01 0 4
Brasil |, 0 4 111 w  envelop. green snd.pmk 0o 3 10
4 issues, very superior,. O 8 3 0 | Indis, well asse 0 2 b 6
v iB=d and 1884 only 08 5 0 y DEW issue ... 04 23
British Guiana, 1c., 2., pssorted 0 4 110 e 1 rupoe. nld md precent
liulgurm.. uld und new issue, extin a 0 b 29
...... SRR 1 1 b | b & al i 10
Cmudu mom‘d & fi O T | [ 1 v 1 b4
2., istered 03 1 8 0 g o8
La;;e of lwod ope, 1d. and’ Ad., " " 2e. nultharged well
assorted 0 2 011 asmortel 03 1 0
Cupe of Good lIopo. other values 0 8 5 0 | Jamsicas,1d.. 2!1 assorted . L 010
" dd,aud 2d. .. 0 & 20 w  Bd. 4d,, ud., 1s.. 1 0 T0
Central America, extra good | ¢ 0 15 G| Japan,S8orts ... ... . 05 486
Caylon, 2c., 4¢.. de. . waioy I 1 11 | Lovant, well assorted . R T 11} 6 0
’e vxtml.:-md (] 4 0| Lombardy, extra good .. ........... 0 4 11
Chili, Ge., tWo issurs ... 0 4 11t | b uxemburg, sssorted 0 2 08
Lo 28, 10, throe issies, extry Mexico, 26, blue . R B g
B M . 6 0 extra good. . 10 a0
Columlia, well assorted, ... ... 1 ¢ 10 0| Natal, 1d., rose ... wsanmrciznea - ik 29
Coloniuls, G i wwar © 8 011 | Newfoundland, 3(: Llue ... o6 3l
o extra good B 30 tra gmd?nom 011 5 8
£ r;ﬁ varicties e — I 6 | New South Walm, id., 2d,, axs..., 0 2 0 ‘g
" LY " — 2 6 surrllnrgwed os 13 10
Costin Ricn, sssorted SEERCE N — | New South Wles, 4d., 6d, 1% ... 0 6 40
Caba, many varicties... ... 0 5 8 0 | New Zealand,4d., 1d., 2d. 02 010
Deuinark, nssorted., 01 0 8 | Nicaragua, new issue, wellass, ., 2 6 18 0
w1864, nssurted, skillings 0 % B | Norway, well assoried ... 02 08
Danish West Indies, amnrie{l ...... 010 f 6 | Orange Free SBtates, well usorted 010 L
Dutel Indies, well ussorted. 0 3 | 9 | Peru, vxtra good, assorted piw 24
Egypt, 1572, asso v @ 83 0|, '1 dinero, red, green A T L
Ee)pt 1574, as<orted, ..., ... 0 8 1 9| Porto Rico, xsso ot ua 56
Finland extragood . .. ... 0 83 1 & | Portugul, extra good 0 a 010
Fiscals, great variety, assortod 0 5 2 B red . 0 @ 08
F‘rnlwe. well wesarted. . 0 1 0 3 Pmaum. hend and »uxk “well ass. O @ 1w
wo OO0 da., 10.0&.11 78, Gd i Queenslund, two issues....,,......... 0 10
50,000 3/s, .. ... — — ' Houmania, extra good ., T A B
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Per doz. Per 100

. s, d. s d. & d. s, d.
Russia, well nssorted ..............., 0 1 0 4 | Switzerlandnew issue . .. ... 0 4 -_
yo | DEW issue . . 0B 8 0 i unpaid letter, incl.tn 1 9 Ft
Sardinia, assort-d .. -0 4 2 G envelope, assarted | 0 3 19
Baxony, extra good.. . 0N 1 9| Tarmann, lrl 2d , ussorted ... 0 8 18
Bervia, well assurted . 0B 2 9 | Transvaal, v anel. muohurge 2 8 —
South Australia, 1d , !d. Sl IS 010 | Trinidad, ‘ld,]-(l nlbsolete .. 08 3 6
Spain, well as«., mnuy iasues . 0 2 D8 A d., red, 188% [T 1 3 3
w1 peseta, assort-d, Gsorts,.. O 8 | e ntlur\nlues ua-urtml 0 10 T
»  Old and rare obsolete ... 010 G 0| Turkey, well assorted ... 0 3 1 8
South Americun, extry 08 5 0| Unite hm'u, well assorted . ) & 0 4
7 » 20 varietics, wry Fr new issue ... 0 4 2 0
— G o a Treasury, \u_ll ansb 0 b 2 B
South American, SOva.riehua.very W War, 3,68 ....icrnres Q08 30
flne ... o 8 0 & rxlmgomi 0 8 i 6
§t. Christ, St. Vincent,St. Thomas 0 11 7 6 | Venezueln, 1674- -1552, extra ;mud 1 0 70
Straits Settlement, well asmrted 08 4 9 | Victoria, ussorted g 2 08
Sweden, well assorted ... 0.2 0 4 | Western Australia, 1d.,2d., ass, 0 5 2 3
i u.tlicml welln&wrt.ed ...... 0 3 1 5| West Indiun, superior, 4d, ‘l,-.eid 010 5 6
A A 70 Wuru.mhorg. well assorted......... 0 2 0 8
Emt.zerll.nd well assorted ... 01 0 4 P SETVIOO Ly0o. . 0 b 30
Fijties aud Five Hundrcds supplied at Hundred and Junmnd Rafes
OUNTINLNI‘AL::, ETC,
No. per 1000 A0(0 | No. L5
8. d. s. d. | 23. 500 Continentals, same as No. 3 0 0 4
4. Many varieties 0 4 1 6| 24. 50O - & 5013
3. without 10pf., 25, 50 = = g 007
red, German .. 07 2 8| 26. 500 X 78 TR 1 ¥
2. Bnpenor no German or l}h}- 27. 5 <5 8§01 4
“3.‘,‘.",,?;;’"5“&:"" Y TR, Cheap Variaty Packets
tra fine, without French, 37. 6 none Buropean, all dLIIerrnt,
German, or Bavarian, inel, incl, unused = e 00 1
Finland, Roumania, Cunnds, 98, 12 ditto Tditta 00 2
Russia, “pain &c.. 2 6 11 6|89. 20 ditto ditto 00 4
A. 1. As imported, above 120 va- 40, 30 ditto ditto 0086
rieties, without 10 pf. red 41. &0 ditto ditta 01 0
German, or 20pf, blue Ba- 42100 ditto ditto g2 6
VATIAL | 10 4 B 43 20 ditto ditto 09 6
One uulllon No. -I. & 12; 14 300 ditto ditto 1 60
one million No. 3, £ 18; 45, 400 ditto ditto 210 0
No. 2, £ 30, 46, 6 West Iudum. all. dlﬂerent. inel.
b. Denm.nk Bweden, Norway, unused......... ysrve Dl B
2 & 10 0|47, 12 ditto dlf—to 008
6. Franoe, Holland, snd Belgium, 15, 20 ditto ditto 01 8
only 10 4 9] 4b. 30 ditto ditto 029
7. Auatria. Hunga.rr ‘and Swiss, 50, BbO ditto ditto Q5 6
oA | 9 6|61 100 dilto ditto 015 0
B, Gmnda United Btal.es Spum. 52. 0 South American, all different,
snd Russia . 2 6 116 inel. unused .....covene i 003
Bpecleuotatmn for larser quantities, 53. 12 ditto ditto 008
Waan. Paakits 5. N dilto ditto 013
eap Lackeis. 65 40 ditto ditto 0 2 3
9. BOO extra flne, same as No 1., for... 0 1 5|56 A0 ditto ditto 0 4 8
1}‘ 500 superior, same gs No, 2 X 0 0 B|57.100 ditto ditto 013 0
ﬁOOan mapor‘ledmeasa.l about 1 c
i e o o 7 |Large Variety Packets, or Fine Collec-
13b. 500 as imported same us AA 1 tions of Used and Unused, and extending
%o, about 86 var.. ... A dﬂ in the largest over about 200 Countries,
14. 1000 Colomial, well ass., incl. Bar- No £ 8 d.
badoes, Tri British Guiana, lllL 25 c 0 2
Australian Colonies. llm. for . 0 8 6102, b0 g o 4
15. 500 same as No. 4. 0 4 6| 1, 75 0086
16. 250 =4 o b 2 6104, 1w ... 009
100 4 #, et oy L 10 0| NOBE | AR g ‘%8
18, 1000 South America, inel. Teru, 106, 200 . 02 8
Bolivia, Columbia, Ch.lh. Argentine 107, o . D4 6,
&a. AT AR TSR 217 6| 108, 50O .. Y i
10. 500 rame s No. 18, 110 0100, 750 012 0
20 250 ] " 016 010, 100 112 @
21. 100 0 7 0111, 1600 310 0
42, 1000 none Eumpeu: about 15 coun- 112. 2000 700
tries .. v B 6 6] 138, B0NO .. 00
60 d:tto nn.‘menBNU o, .03 6114, 4000 ... 60 0 0
250 " ” rerervravannsine 0 B 01 G BOAD . A50 0 0
00 v 0 1 0 116. G000 .. 400 0 0

Per doz. Per 100
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"READ THIS! READ THIS!
GIVEN AWAY £300

1 | Grand Cash Gift o Vi

2 »: % ... £10each | 20
10 | Collections of Foreign Stamps containing 1000

varieties ses £5 each | 50
10 | Pairs Mulready Envelopes wes £ 1 each | 10
40 | Packets rare sets Foreign Stamps 10/« 5 | 20
40 - ,, - 5/- » |10
'{“ 2] tH " ans “uw 2 ’6 " 5
20y | Rare Sets Y- 10
100 | Packets rare Stamps .. 2le" 10
100 73 " sar s 1}" ” 5
200 | . Beautiful Scraps e /- 5 |10
1o ‘ Splendid Photo Albums ... 5~ a4y |28
100 o Stamp ,, —i =3 4/- 20
“") LA Sc"a[‘ " wee e e 4," 1) 20
100 ‘ Views of London 7 -7 axn 3- » 15
100 " Pocket Books ... - 8 % 15
100 Penknives L 1~ . ]

We offer £300 in prizes varying from £50 to 1s consisting
ol 1543 different articles, on condition that we obtain 10,000 applications
for the packets mentioned below, the distribution to :ake place Nov-
ember 1st 1885,  If we obtain the requisite number before that date,
the award will take place sooner,

No. | packet consists of 1000 Hare Foreign Stamps, including
vatious unu=ed and other scarce stamps. Post free, 1/2.  Abroad, 1/5.

No 2. A collection containing 100 Foreign Stamps all different
mauy Kare. Post free. 1/1.  Abroad, 1/3,

No.3 Consiste of 12 large and beautiful sheets of Seraps of
various designs.  Post free, 1/.. Abroad. 1]2.

We refrain from mentioning the stamps packets will include as
owing to the nnmense number that will be sold. 7The packet will be
continually vorving, We can however guarantee that the packote alone
will be worth the money. ‘lhe Prigvs simply being offeréd as an
inducement to patronize ve on a future oceasion. .

Special Notice.—Any person rending remittances for 5
packets will receive 6 packets and 6 receipts.

Please Mote,—We must have number required before dis-
tribution ean take place.

Remittance to be made by P.0.0. or Penny Stamps.

Papers please send rate for 6 Insertions of this Advertisements

L. D. & J. K. FERGUSON,
FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,
50, Amberley Road, Harrow Rd., LONDON
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We have received of late a great deal of correspondence from
dealers in favour of the proposed ‘¢ Dealers Protection Association.”
Many of the correspondunts seem to find it a source of relief in writing
long letters to lay all their past and present woes before us, few have
come forward to offer assistance. It certainly does appear strange that
through all the agitation that has been filling the press on this subject
Dealers are slow to take advantage of so favourable an opportunity. [t
is however certain that the time has now come when a stop must be pat
to the practices of the increasing number of the Defrauders. There is
but one way by which it can be done, that is co-operation,

- L - 3 L] -

That it will meet a long felt want is admitted, but should a Society
be formed, and we hope it will, it will not be the slightest use to go
half way. What is needed is a Society that will stand. In the past
few years many societies have started, thongh why they are not now
existing is a question requiring no deep penetration. Considering the large
number of dealers there now are, and the willingness of many to do
something for their own protection, surely the remedy should be easy.

- - - - L] -

Unless dealers take advantage of the present opportunity, they must
not expect Editors of Magazines to continue to devote valuable space
to this movement

- - - - - v

The new Post Office Protection Act does not appearto do much good.
Some short time since were advertised 5 Bolivia 1868, 9d., 9 Shanghui
10d., 3 Buenos Ayres 1860, 9d., 3 Ionian Islands 8d,, (all forgeries).
This will perhaps prove to collectors the necessity of buying of dealers
who have a reputation at stake.
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Detw Tssues,

Barbados,—The colour of the corrent Fourpence has been chaoged.
Adhesive 4d. red-brown. '
Ceylon.— Another addition to the many surcharges has appeared.
Provisional Adhesive 5 cents, in black or 96 conts, drab; wmk. C.C. and Crown.

Dominican Republic.—Following is a description of the new
stamps as given by The Philatelic World : ¢ Shield in centre, with
usual arms and brauches at side; below, on a scroll, pios. PATRIA. LIBERTAD!
above, on a curved label, repusrica, and on a straight lable,pomimicana.
In the 1, 2, and Se. the value is in two lines in letters at the bottom
and in large figures, in rectangles, in the lower corners, The 10c. and
20c. are the same, except that the value at the bottom is on a scroll-
shaped label in the ends of which are the figures of value,”

Adbesives, 1e., green; perf. 12
2¢,, red i
He., blue "
1¢ , orange ,,
20e., brown ,
Ecuador —The 50 centavos has been surcharged oriciaL,
Official adhesive 60 contavos, green, black surcharge,

Montserrat.—The colour of the Twopence-half-penny has been
changed
Adhesive 21 blne; wimk (LA, and crown ; perf 14,

Natal.—The current One Penny has been surcharged in block
type in two lines NG HIF the original value is cbliterated by a stroke,
Provisional Adhesive id., black surcharge on 14, rose; wmk C.A, and ecrown.

Perv.—The following stamps have been surcharged with a triangle
of a new type.
Adhaesives 20e. carmine, purplo black surcharge

Unpaid lettor stampe &e., rad n o

10¢., yalldw -

50¢,, brown , t

Sungei Ujong.—The current 2 cents. Straits Settlements has been
surcharged in Italics in two lines : Swage

Ujmg
Adhesive 2 centx, rose, black surcharge; wimk C.A. and Crown.

8t. Vincent.—Mr. A. Myerscouch informs us he has received the
ordinary 2} (surcharged) with the 2} pence crossed through by two
bars and 1d. surcharged above, all i Wlack, from the itnpression at the
back it appears to have been dene with o hand stamp.

Provisional Adhesive 1d, surcharged or provisiona) 2}, black surcharge.
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Trinidad.—Mr. Myerscouch has also shown us the ordmary 1d. news-
band with the surcharge waLr.renny in black.
Provi-ional Newsband #d. bluck surchargs on 1d. carmine.
Timor.—Macao stamps surcharged "timor~ for this Portuguese
settlement are being used the surcharge being in black letters,
Adhesives 20r., carmine
25r., violet
80r., groy lilac
New Zea'and.—Special wrappers are now in use for franking The
New Zealand Gazette to Justices of the Peace. The wrappers are on
white and blue paper, above are the words on pusLic service only, then
the Royal Arms; and below : new zeaLano aazerre, then two parallel
lines, exempT FrROM PosTaae being printed between,

Spain.—During a scarcity in Barcelona of the 5 centimos cards
a provisional card appeared. Three lines from the border, in the
corners are stars and in three lines is inscribed espana TaRJETA PaSTAL
provisorio Por nn haber en venta de las de 5 centimos. TFor the address
are three dotted lines. the first headed by Sr. D, the third by en, below
is A qui solo va la direccion—Enero de 1885, Tt is without a stamp but
having a rectangular frame in the right upper corner, on which 5

centimos is printed.

We shall be much obliged if correspondents will give us any inform-
ation about new issues they obtain. If possible the stamps should be
sent us, they will be carefully returned and postage refunded.

e e i i o,

Bistfory of Post DOffice.

Continued.

Shakespeare used the words ** post " and ¢ carrier ” as synonymous, As
these carriers travelled the journey through with the same horses, this
mode of transmission must have been very slow, yet it was for long the
ouly conveyarce available by the public. Government posts—i.e,, relays
of horses and men under coutrol of Goveroment—were not established
till neatly two centuries later; but as early as the time of Kdward II,
horses were kept by private individuals for hire, so that a messenger
might travel post, i.e., by relays; and as ** Haste, post, haste,” is found
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written on the backs of private latters at the close of the 15th century,
it may be ioferred that the use of this mole of convey ince was not
restricted to the correspondence of Government. 11 1481, when
Fdward 1V, was pursuing his Scottish wars, he established relays of
horses 20 miles apart between York and Edinburgh, by which letters
were conveyed 200 miles in three days. In 1548, the charge for post-
horses impressed for the service of the Crown was fixed by Statute at
one penny per mile. There seems to be no evidenceof the existence of any
system for conveying the letters of the public during the reign of Eliza-
beth, although posts for forwarding the public despatches were doubtless
organised, inasmuch 4s one Thomas Randolph is meutioned by Camden
as being Chief Postmaster of Eogland in 1581; and it appears that in
Ireland the first horse-posts were established in this reign during
O’ Neil's wars, for the purpose of bringing intelligence of military events.
In the reign and by the direction of James I., the first post wa estab-
lished by Government to foreign countries: it is described us heing
“for the benefit of English merchants.” As early as 1514, the alien
merchants residing in London had established a post-office of their own
from London to the outposts, appointing from time to time their owa
Postmasters ; but in 1568 a quarrel arose among them, the Spaniards
appointing one Postmaster and the Flemings another, The dispute was
referred to Government, the English merchants also appear to have
presented a petition in the matter, explaining that this post acted un-
fairly towards them by keeping back their letters, etc.. and so giving
the foreigners the advantage of the markets. The issue of this dispute
is pot known, but it seems to explain the expression in the text. The
internal correspondence was not thought worthy of consideration, and
special messengers were still employed to carry the letters of State. In
order to prevent the Crown couriers from loitering on the road, it was
customary for each Postmaster to endorse on the despatch the hours of
the courier's arrival at his post-house. A letter of 1623, from the
Deputy Mayor of Plymouth to Sir Edward Conway, Secretary of State,
is in existence, bearing such cndorsements. The courier started from
Plymouth at 11 am,, June 17th, apd arrived in London at 8 a.m. on
the 190k,

The people, however, were now becoming a power in the State, avd
three yeurs afterwards a series of posts for Eugland and Scotland were
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established, and conducted according to careful and jndicious regula-
tions. This was followed by the abolition of all local and private posts,
aud the income of the Post.office was claimed by the King. Bye-posts
were soon established, running in all directions from the great main
road. This new establishment was entrusted to Thomas Witherings,
who had before been appointed Foreign Postmaster, but in 1640 he was
guperseded for alleged abuses in both his offices, which were seques-
tered, and thenceforth were under the care and superintendance of the
priucipal Secretary of State. From this time the Post-office may be con-
sidered to have become one of the settled institutions of the country. The
object of the Crown in establishing this letter-post was probably quite
as much the foundation of a profitable monopoly as the accommodation
of the public.

In 1683 a London District Penny Post was set on foot, as an adven-
ture, by an upholsterer, named Robert Murray, and was made over by
him to William Dockwra. This was denounced by the ultra.Protestant
party as a contrivance of the Jesuits, and it was allegsd that if the
bags were examined they would be found fall of Popish plots. Naver-
theless. Dockwra seems to have condacted his nudertaking with success
for some years, till its profits excited the envy of Government, who
seized it on the ground of its being an infringement of the rights of the
Crown. In 1685 Dockwra was appointed Comptroller of the Penny
Pnst Department, which was kept distinet from the Gensral Post Office,
but in 1698 he was dismissed with a pension.

In 1685 the revenue of the Post Office, which in 1663 had been con-
ferred on the Duke of York, now that that Prince had suceseded to the
throne, was settled on the King, his heirs, and snccessors, the amount
theu being estimated at £63,000 a year.

(To be continued).

“En Passant.”

It is wonderful to realize that in the space of less than half a century
Sir Rowland Hill's iuvention should have assumed such vast proportions
and Lecome alwost a universal institution,  Cheap postage has not only
resulted in its adoption by almost every civilized people, but its quick
developement. bas Jed to the establishment in those couatries of the
tolegraph and telephoue business sud other means of communication, now
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closely related to the penny post! Tt is needless to touch npon the
voluminous reports and statistics regarding these relatives and adjuncts
of postal business, with whieh we are not so interested perhaps, but
the facts recently published concerning the Post Offices of the world are
worthy of note hy collectars,  The firures are adjusted to Dec. 1883
the compilers finding it eutirely out of all question to attempt to bring
them to a later date. In Europe alove there were 65,500 receiving
offices, 41,500. telegraph offices and 225,000 wall letter boxes. The
total nuwber of persons employed by the various post offices was
356,000, and in the 12 months there were transmitted 3,683,000,000
letters, 546,000,000 posteards  1,046,000,000 books and parcels,
1,672,000,000 newspapers and 117,000,000 telegrams the gross weight
of the matter seat through the post being estimated at about 800,000
tons. Then people wonder where all the stamps are used.
- * " * = -

Qur remarks respecting the security of the Post Office as a means of
transit for articles of value have been taken up by our Bury contem-
porary. A writer in that journal confines himself more especially to
the question as tonching philatelic iuterest and appears to regard it not
g0 much of vital import to the commercial world generally. We claim
the attention of the Government to this question not only on the score
that stamp collectors and dealers would immensely benefit by & more
liberal assurance in case off loss, inasmuch that they are at a bad dis-
count under the present arrangements, but because we believe the
nation is in need of a safer method for the transmission of articles more
than ordinarily valuable.

- . . . - -

We have some recollection of having seen years ago, in one of the
then stamp papers, a roughscheme of our present parcels post, realized
by the late Post Master General.  The idea was admittedly crode, but
from what we vemember of it, there was certainly the basis of our
new system of carrying parcels by post. It may be hoped then, that
the question of greater assnvance to the public on the part of the
post office when entrusted with articles of more than £2 in value,
having first been mooted in the philatelic press, the day is not long
diatant when this will have slso Licome one of the benefits of the
postal admiuistration of this empire.



THE PHILATELIC OBSERVER. 1

The past (hree months have been singnlarly marked by the compar-
atively small number of newly issued stamps. Just now there seems
to be a dearth of novelties, Tt is ealculated that about one fifth only
of the usual number have come to hand since Jan. 1st. No cause can
be attributed to this except that stamp-issuing countrivs as a body,
are gradually nearing the millenium in the matter of providing satis-
factory stamps for their individual uses, This wounld not appear to be
the case with Great Britian where the provision of serviceable labels
is at present assuming the proportions of very grave diffienlty.

- - - - - -

What may be termed genunine provisionals are the 1c. United States
unpaid letter stamps issued on the afternoon of Feb. 14th, 1885,—Saint
Valeatine's day. The Americans have of course found a name for them
and in two dealer’s catalogues we find them quoted as Saint Valen-
tine's provisionals. It appears that the post office at Bergen Point N.J,
rau short of one cent postage stamps on account of the increased
number of letters and packages consequent upon the popular method of
observing that day. We are informed that about 60 of these unpaid
stamps had been provisionsily used when a fresh supply came to hand,
so that these few labels (as used) will become very rare, and soon may
be numbered amongst the unattainables. In connection with this we
warn our readers not to purchase any that may be offered, unless
accompanied by tho original envelope, and even in that case great
caution must be observed.

L * L - L] -

In the event of Lord John Manner's amendment, for admitting the
addresses free on the new sixpenny telegrams, being successfal Mr,
Shaw Lefevre will probably abandon the bill natil next session. This
will delay the passing of the measure fully twelve months.

- - L - -
In 1882 there were only about 50 stamp collectors snd dealers in
Cyprus. In 1284, that number had increascd to 300 and probably now

there are many more.
. . - . - .

A great deal of comment is made in rocentiszues ot several American
Jonrnals, relative to the adwission of Hambuorg and other locals icto
collections. The question has been the round of the English press long
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agn: but *he albnm oublishers in the States sem to provoke the

American citizens by the ever present spaces fir these labels. No

publisher there deems his album complete without a few pages devoted

to them.
- - ™ * L -

A paragraph appears in the current wumber of the Collector,
respecting some alleged frauds by a letter carrier in the employ of the
post office at Llandudno. It is a case of very great interest to stamp
dealers and we have taken the liberty to quote the gist of it. Two
firms, one of which is very well known have suffered from the
frandulent proceedings of this man and it is verv probable the business
Lie had so0 neatly divise], and was as neatly carrying into effect wonld
not have heen discovered but for a very trivial incident. A Mr,
MMaseldon of Llandndno wrote to Messrs, J, H, Lacev, & Co., for some
stamps on approval but these, althongh forwarded in the usnal wa
failed to reach the applicant. This was shewn hy a postcard from Mr,
Haseldon stating he bad not yet received the stamps asked for on Feb,
3rd. Inquiries were ingituted and the dishonest postman was brought
to hook. The evidence before the magistrat>s went to show that the
prisonor had written a letter to Messr«. Lacey & Co. previously, which
purported to come from St Cuthbert School at Llandndno, and asking
for “really good stamps” for prizes to pupils insterd of books—a
very plausible reason., The stamps were sent per registered post, and
as subsequently proved were signed for by the prisoner himself on
whose ronnd was the address in question. After other evidence had been
taken the prisoner was committed for trial on two charges of larceny
the Recorder remarkine that the evidence did not warrant a committal
for fulse pretences with which the prisoner was originally charged.

e e o P

DPur Contemporavies,

The Plilatelic Star fur May is interesting and greatly improved.

The Foreign Stamp (Collectors’ News for May, coutains some well
written and vseful articles,

The ( J!dlmr_n Philatelical Times 13 a new venture published b}’ Greaves
Rothwell & Co,

The Collector (Hull), as usual is full of information,

. Received with thankse—The Hermes, Welt Post, Philatelical Exchange,

Le Commercant, Deutsche Brisfinarken Zeitung, The Philatelical Courer,
Cullectors' Companion, Canadian Philatelist,

We would draw our readers special attention to an offer of Messrs,
Ferguson’s in our advertisiog pages.
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WM. V. D. WETTERH, Jux.

WHOLESALE
DEALER IN POSTAGE STAMPS,
176. SarAT0GA STREET,
BALTIMORE, Md., U.S.A.

ALL, KINDS OF STAMPS BOUGHT
FOR PHROMPT CASH.

ALl DEALERS are re
me their WHOLESA

nested to send
E LIST.

B Good Offers always Welcome.

Philatelic Papers please copy this Adver-
tisoment, and send in Bill.

To PEALERS.

At the following low prices we can

offer

Per doz. Per 10
a. Bl
Porto Rico 1884 4 wil,, unused 3 1 3
" ., 1882 § mil, i -
Huwburg 1§ & 2} sk, e & CTHES
Newfoundland de. used o 8 BB
lialy, 2c. on officinls, used ... 2 0 10
Cupe of Good Hope, used ass. g 1.4
Spain 1 mil., 1870 used o LB R
»+ used assorted bo 8 AN eand 14
w %e., groop, unused ... 2 0 9
Cypras {p, used age are S0
(irsace 1 lept.. unused & 3b
Bwitzerland, Ausser Kurs 2. 3 10
5 - de. g I8
Canada, used assorted wig. 0 (A8

A visional t
r“?;iﬁ,“;nﬁﬁ‘of'ﬁn’pe‘ém&ﬁ" 0 46

BUTLER BROS.,

Foreign Stamp Merchants,
CANTERBURY.

ESTABLISHED ¥ 1881,

THE PHILATELIC STAR

This is & Bi-monthly Journal devotod
to the Seience of Philately, and is published
; on the 1st of the month.
Collectors should subscribe to this
spicy paper without delay—The press
speaks well of it.
Advertisers sbould secure space ut
once for the next i~sne. Note the cheaprates
ADVERTISING RAT .8
One Column 7/- Quarter Colnmn
Half Column 3/8 Inch ”
Private Advertisements, 20 words, 3d,
SPECIMEN COPY SENT POST PREE.
Correspondence and consignments of good
stamps solivited.  Address all letters, &c., to
the publislier —

EDWARDF. HERDMAN
~ BERWICK-ON-TWEED, ENGLAND

A.D,

9/-
1/3

W. F. GREANY,

827, BRANNAN STREET,

AN FRANCISCO, CAL.,
Desires to receive cnnuignmant.s of British
Colonial and other stamps, and can offer in
oxebangy such scarce stamps as Bandwich
Is,, Guatcmala, Hong Kong, China,
Nicaragua, Honduras, Costa Riea, Moxico,

and U.s. dapnrtmsul.

Tre PHILATELIC HERALD
1 OREIGN STAMP ADVERTISER

A first-cluss mc-mhly paper circulated all
over the world, it is one of thu cheapest
and best advertising mediums :n Europe
for Philately.
Subseription 1/~ per annum, post frec,

ADVERTISEMENTS © 1 Page 17/6, half do.
/6, quarter do. /6, 1 inch single col.
1/6, small advis. 12 words for 3d. and
Id. for every 4 alterwards.

A considerslle reduction tor a series.

Specitaen copy to dealers free.
ADDRESS

JOSEPH LEE & Cor,,
13, Custle Street, Srruhpon. England

THEODORE SIDDALL buv:, and ssll
used United States Postage Stamps for
cush, or pays (st prices for thew in stamps
from hix approval sheete, List 2 ¢. Box
T84, Philadelphia, Penna, U.S.A,
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PREPARED STAMP MOUNTS,

For fixing stamps in collections neatly and quickly
and preventing damage o the stamps i removing
them. They are far superior to the old method of gum.
ming and invaluable to all collectors. Made of the very
best gummed paper and in two sizes, No 1, size is
suitable for ordinary sized adhesives No. 2, size for
entire envelopes and post-cards by using two mounts
to each.

Price, No. 1, 3d. per 100, 1/- per 1.000. No. 2, 4d, per
100, 2/- per 1,000 post free.

BUTLER Bros.,

Canterbury

Wantod the name and addross of every fo REIGN }STAM PS | [

DEALER & COLLECTOR

| 100 Well assorted Foreign, Colonial, and

In the world. | Fiscal Stamps, includiog Hayu, Natal,
Chili, Jamaica, Guatemala, Porto Kieo, &e.,
Dealers send wholesale and rotail lists Price only Gd.

of Stamps. k s d
| Setx of 11 Unused Heligoland . o

Agents wanted to sell vare stamps from R P Bavariu retd. letter
sheets. Commission 334 per cent. statps ... we: O
w B ” Hur gary telegraph 0 &
THE DEALER'S ADVERTISER . w11 Used Sweden Ufficiul o O

’ {including 10 ore new issue, scarce)

AND COLLECTOR'S EXCHANGE, [ » 10 Usel Sweden Losen ... .08
A stamp paper sent gratis and post » 11 Swiss new issue «*i w 0.8
free to u!l Denlers and Collectors | Sheets on approval. Agents wanted.
known to us, Wholesale selections sent on approval to dealers

un recespt ol (rude references.

H. S. STANIFORTH,
Archibald Honse, (1591-1nge Road,
LONDON, N.W.

Advt. Rates for No, 3 as » briad,
1inch 1/- 1 eoluron 5.6 1 page 10~
For Cash ouly
My speciality in saving Dealers time nnd
trouble by inserting their Advts, in this and J = . .
any other Stamp Journal. List of rales free TO DEALERB—Send for Wholessls List'
Printing ! 1000 Memos 6/, 1000 Bills 28, ﬂcknowln{l&'gl to be one of the cheapest in tbe
1000 Envelopes 4 8, estimates 1 stamp. world ANTED—Small consignments from

the West Indies, Cuba, Feronando Po_ Phillipines

JOHN H. CLIFFORD. Azores, Gold Coast, Transvaal, Orauge States,

Mexico. Curacon, Veru and ull the Asiatic and

CHARLBURY. ENGLAND,| pouttAmerican Countries

Prompt remittances, either in cash or exchang®
Mention Paper will be forwarded by return of mail

Stamp Papers copy and send  sime COLLINS BROS,

space fu?’ Advertiser, Ltyfﬂﬂy Rm“‘ Londﬂl'h b'.b'“ EWJ-
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 BuTLER .3Ros.,
FORHEIGN SUTAMP THPORTHERS,
CANTERBURY, ENGLAND.

Send out APPROVAL SHEETS unequalled for
cheapness, variety, and excellence of specimens,

GOO0D DISOCOUNT
NO FORGERIES SOLD!

AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE.

Proprietors of the *Excelsior’ Stamp Packets, the
cheapest in the world.

The most complete and best Ilustrated Catalogue published. It has noequal
No Collector should be without a ('Op\ — Vide Press.

flotw Veally the ;fnurtl] Euition mhrrly Brhuml an Correctel, af
STANLEY, CIBBONS, & Co.,

PRICE CATALOGUE OF POSTAGE STAMPS,

INCLUDING ALL NEW ISSUES

Also an APPENDIX to the above, consisting of over 2100 Illustrations, with
Reference numbers atiached corresponding with the Catalogue.

For the identification of little known Stamps, Oriental Values and Surcharges, this
Publication will be frmud tnealuable.

All Stamp Collectors should send for a copy of this Work, ~.upplvmg as it does
the most vecent and favourable quotations. It is truly a representive Catalogue and
all who desite to have the best and latest information as to the market value of Stampa
&e.. will find this book invalnable. No sdvance will be wade in the price of this
Catalogue or Appendix notwithstauding the very large number of New Issues added

and fully Ilustrated.
To Great liritain, Europe  To other Countries cumf)ru.ed To Austialia,

Prices PosT-FReE. United States Capada & I g)pl. i the ym-w Union.  Asia, etc.
The Priced Catalogue . Bd, 49

The Appendix : # L . v 1{3 1/9
Tke 1 wo Bouund Toge ther . 1/6 : . 2/- ; 29
Havdsome Gilt Cloth [{um'lmg

Covers fittad with clastic band and (1,2 : 14 : 1/6

adaptable to this or any future,
Edition price 1/- each; or

STANLEY, GIBBONS & CO.,

Stamp Importers and Philatelical Publishers,
8, GOWER STREET LONDON, W.C,
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PREPARED STAMP MOUNTS,

For fixing stamps in collections neatly and quickly
and preventing damage to the stamps in removing
them. They are far superior to the old method of gum.
ming and invaluable to all collectors. Made of the very
best gummed paper and in two sizes, No 1, size is
suitable for ordinary sized adhesives. No. 2, size for
entire envelopes and post-cards by using two moants
to each.

Price, No. 1, 3d. per 100, 1/- per 1.000. No. 2, 4d, per
100, 2/- per 1,000 post free.

BUTLER Bres.,
Canterbury

Wantod the neme and address of evary j:OF\EIGN )STAM PS '| l

DEALER &COLLECTOR [ 100 Well ussorted Foreign, Colenial, and

In the world, | Fiscul Stamps, includicg Hayti, Natal,
Chili, Jamaica, Guatemala, Porto Rico, &e.,

Dealers send wholesale and retail lists Prico only 6d.

of Stamps. } s d
Agenis wanted to sell vare siamps from I Sel:i Ufl:l LTM‘] ]I'jilr"lgi?.la::&l‘..lw"... S
sheets.  Cuommission 334 per cent, ‘ stunips ... an AN
e, R " Huy gary telegraph 0 8
THE DEALER'S ADVERTISER a1 F-;zl Sweden Utﬁcin]egr ’ w 09
’ | {including 10 ore new issue, scarce)
AND COLLECTOR'S EXCHANGE, | w 10 Used Sweaden Losen ... 0B
| s 11 >dwiss new issue i, (010
I

A stamp paper sent gratis and post

free to wll Dealers and Colleators | Shects on approval. Agents wanted.

known LO us.

Advt. Rates for No, 3 as a trial,
1inch 1/+ 1 column 66 1 page 10/-
For Cash ocly.

My speciality ie saviug Dealers time and
trouble by inserting their Advis. in this and
any other Stamp Journal. List of rates free.

Printing ! 1000 Memox 6., 1000 Bills 208,
1000 Envelopes 4 8, estimates 1 stamp.

JOHN H, CLIFFORD.
CHARLBURY.

Mention Paver

Stamp Puapers copy and send  same
space for Adverfiser,

ENGLAND.

Wholesale selections sent on approval to dealers
un receipt of trade references.

H. S. STANIFORTH,
Archibald House, Ospringe Road,
LONDON, NW.

TO DEALERS—Send for Wholesale List’
acknowledged o be one of the cheapest in the
world.  WANTED—Small consignments from
| the West Indies, Culia, Fernaudo Po. I'billipines
Azores, Gold Coast, Transvaal, Orange States,
Mexico. Curacon, Peru. and ull the Asistic and
South American Countries

Frompt remittnnces, esther in cash or exchange:
will be forwarded by return of mall

COLLINS BROS,
Leylang Road, London, S.E.. Erg.
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" BuTLER BROS.,
FORHIGN STLMP TWPORTARS,
CANTERBURY, NGLAND.

Send out APPROVAL SHEETS unequalled for
cheapness, variety, and excellence of specimens.

SGOOD DISQOTRDT
NO FORGERIES SOLD!

AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE.

Proprietors of the ‘Excelsior’ Stamp Packets, the
cheapest in the world.

The most complete and best Tllustrated Cak :ILs.;uu pll‘)llHl]wl It has no equal
No Collector ghould be without a cop. — Vide Press.

flow Reatp the ;fuutr{] Ehition cnlirrly Rebigew any Corrected, of
STANLEY, CIEBONS, & CO.,

PRICE CATALOGUE OF POSTAGE STAMPS,

INCLUDING ALL NEW ISSUES
Also an APPENDIX to the above, cousisting of over 2100 Illustrations, with
Reference numbers atiached corresponding with the Catalogue.

For the identification of little known Stamps, Orsental  VFalues and Surcharges, this
Publication will be ,-"mmd invaluable.

All Stamp Collectors should send for a copy of this Worl, supplying as it doea
the most recent and favourablo quotations. It is truly a representive Catalogue and
all who desite to have the best nnd latest information as to the market value of Stampa
&eo., will find this book iuvalnable. No advance will be wade in the price of this
Catalogue or Appendix notwithswuding the vory large number of New lasues added

and fully Hlustrated.
To Great Britoin, Europe  "'o other Countries cum?rlat’d To Aostialis,

Prices PoOST-FREE. United States Unnada & Egy p:. in the Postal Union. Asm e,
The Priced Catalogus ' . 6d. . . j-
The Appendix . . = $ . 1/8 1/9
Thke 1 wo Bound Tugﬂthu)r 16 . 21- : 209
Haudsome Gilt Cloth Re: nlmg

Covers fitted with elastic band and [ 1/2 5 ; 1/4 ! 1/6

udaptable to (his or any future,
Edition price 1/- each: or

STANLEY, CG!BBOnNS & CO.,

Stamp Importers and Philatelical Publishers,

8, GOWER STREET LONDON, W.C.
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WHITFIELD KING & Co.,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

STAMP MERCE[A\TTS

PRI E T ERES ?ﬁ%iﬂﬁﬁiﬁg
LACEY STREET, IPSWICH.

HE “CROWN" POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS.
2s. 6d.,, 3s 6d., 5s, 6s. 6d., 8s, and 9s.

THE *“ UNIVERSAL" POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS

21st Edition. 7s. 3d,, 8s,, 9d., 9s., 13s. 3d., 23s. 6d., & 26s.
All Post-free.

Wholesale Prices of Albums sent on receipt of business card

THE STANDARD COLOUR CHART, just published;
printed in 142 different Colours all correctly named ; in-
valuable to every Philatelist, Price 3s., post-free.

ILLUSTRATED DESCRIPTIVE PRICE LIST OF
PACKETS, and SETS OF STAMPS, Gratis, and post-
free, on application,

IMPORTANT TO DEALERS.—Our WHOLESALE
LIST OF STAMPS, &c., by the dozen, 100, and 1000,
is published every ALTERNATE MONTH, and sent
Gratis, on application. Prices are Lower, and Stock
Larger, than those of any other Wholesale Firm.

ESTABLISHED 1869,
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JUNE, 1885,

bsevwer,

No. 4, Vol 1. 2/- Poe"ther

ADVERTISING RATES :

Ove Page - ~— 17/6 Quarter Page - - 5/0
Half Page - - 9/6 | Eighth Page- - * 3/-

Single column Advertisements 1/3 per inch.

This Magazine is sent post free for 2/- per annum,  Payment i
advance, by Postal Order, remittances from abroad should be by
Post Oftice Order, or lowest value unused stamps.

Advertisements must be received by 26th ol the month.

PROPRIETORS :
BUTLER BROS,
Foreign Stamp Importers & Philatelical Publishers,
CANTEREBURY,

ENGLAND.
Exntered at Stationers Hall. All Rights Resarved
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wsss. (fAEDECHENS & Co.’s 1ses

97, DALSTON LANE, LONDON, E, ENGLAND.

Spocinlity Colonial and West Indian stamps.  Terms Cash with order; Postage and

Carriage extra.  Remittances by Postal Orders or Bankers draft small amounts by

unused Postage stawps of lowest value current not separated. Reforence, London

and County Bank,  Consignments and good exchange solicited.  Agents always
wantoed. Collections purchased for Cash.

USED STAMPS.

Per doz. Per 100 Per doe., Per 100
g T e N S
Afrien Wost, Gold f‘lmst, I. Franee, 1876, 1 frane, sage green 0 3 18
and H, I,.mm AT, Rl | 10 0 | French Colonies, two issues, extra
Antigua, assorted 10 40 - S L S 05 30
Argentine Hepulilic, extri [_.:uurl 06 3 6| Gold Coast, Lagos and Sierra
Australinn Colonies [4; Ad., 1d., Leone, assorted. 1 6 1w o
od.. 03 0 i1 | Gireat Britain, 1d. obs. [um:
Auﬂtrullr.u c ohm:w. 7 mlmnm 04 I 3 milliun 135s.) —_ [+ 34D |
Austria, old issue, assorted. .. 0 8 L 8 | Great Britain, 4d., Iid ‘:*d a2 0 9
o AssoTted L. saped A 010 " hagher vulursu. extri
v NEW issur, uemrlvd e | - 1@ PO Coaist Rt s dth indepecliits 05 2 8
Austrign-Ttaly, extra good ......... 0 4 110 | Gireat Britain, finely assorfed.... .. - 0 3
Baden, extra good | 0 6 a0 5 1854, asgorted, ., n 3 20
Burbadoes, 1d., lisht Dlue .. 03 16 i rﬂ{lah'rﬂi anr‘lﬂp{'ﬁ
e 1d,, dark I;Im. With- i - 06 30
out vulue = 06 a4 8 | Greeoe, sxtri fine - 04 LAl
Barbadoes, 5!] B i e 0D, 7 6 Grenada, ieluding HEW fssue 011 B 6
" adl., and 1., twn Guatetnnla, ussorted oo, 109 -
issues, assorted sietbasanisa 0. 4 1 | Hunover, 1gr. head.. 0 4 —
Baviarin, well nssorted ... 0 1 0 4 | Hawuii, 1., rose ....... 08 a0
Belgium, well assorted ... n 1 0 4 | Hayti, well ussorted . 1 B 12 6
o5 O SO 55 van vetssssnn 0 3 1 0 | Holland, extra good . 9)~3 04
Bermuda, 1d., rose n b a0 ¥ old s8ue | ..eel 0 3 20
e other \'uhm-' sasorted... 1 3 1 0| Hong Kong, well assorted 07 a9
Bosmia, assonbied s e, 0011 5 6 | Hungary, extra good........ N1 0 4
Brazl wvitrsopienge O 111 s envelop, green :m.dp 0 3 19
" | issties, vi r} superior... 0 & A0 ) India, well asserted. . 0 2 0 6
i 18 and (84 only . 0B 5 0 w  HewW issupe | 0 4 713
British Guiaua, te, 2o, asortel 0 4 110 s U orupee, old and presant
Duilgariie, ald and s 10, exten fsmine o, OIS 29
gooil P ) 01 5 6 | India, O, 1M, B na-soned e N o 10
Cunla, -:-\Hlll-ll . n 1 H n lm.l&.:xlm Hne y TR 1 L ) 094
Yo, vogistored ... 0 & 1 . 0fficial, assorted, 0 2 D8
Cape v of Ooml Hape, 14, and 4., . -‘mehmw'd \nell
wsrenrtid 0 2 011 wakorto Lo . 03 10
Capu: of ool lIu[n “ ol hrr values 0 8 b0 | Jimaica, 1(1 2d. ,.mﬁurlml 0.9 n
2d. ... OB 3 0 N . 4d,, 6d., 1 0 70
(u:tml Amcllm -xtm yuml 2 0 15 0| Japan, )surts e 0 b 26
Coylon, 20, 40, de. L. STty 0 '8 L 11| Levant, well assarted . [ [} 6 0
o extra good £ a0 4 9 | Lombardy, extra good ... ... 0 4 111
Chily, B, 10 IMstirs 0 4 1 11 | Luxeémbuirg, assorted. ... 0 2 09
w L 2,5, 10, thyee issties, exia Mexica, 25¢., blue ... . 07 4 4
wd e B0 A exira grmd 1 0 S0
("rvlllm!n.“-ll wreeorted o 10 10 0 | Natal, 1., rose. . .. voriasaer ' U Il 29
Calonials, P 0 3 011 | Now, ftﬂuull.md.. b 06 an
o uxtrs poud vighnass 005 30 extra good Trorts 0 11 6 6
T L T N M t 6| New South Walw, 1d., 2d., nes..,, 0 2 010
= 100 T — L s1 mg(»d'gg 1 3 10 0
Contaa Ricn, mesorted oooen @ 0 — | New Sonth Wiiles, 4d., 6d., 1s, 06 30
Cuba, many varieties...; ........... 0 & 3 0 | New Zealund, 4d., 1d ., 2d. ... 0 2 010
Denmark, assorted nagl ) O 8 | Niearnrun, new issue, well ass, 29 g
5 1864, sssurtyd, Lnllingh 0 2 0 & | Norway, well assorted . 0 2 o8
Dunish Wiest Indirs, unmlu-] e 010 G 0 | Orange Freo States, well wssorted 0 10 ao
Dutelk: Indies, woll sssorted. ... D 8 1 9 | Peru, extra good, usaorud ....... 010 70
Egypt, 1572, arenried , i 0 b A0 o 1 dinero, red, 1 86 nio
Egypt, 1479, areortod, 0 3 I 8 [ Porfo Rieo, assorted ., . 0 8 n &
Finlnnd, ¢ Xty good PRSI | I It | Portugal, vxtra good. ... R ! ) 10
Fizeals, grout viriely, -’l‘ll'lll{' ({0 ' I v Tl D 2 a8
Frapce, well weorted. 0 1 U 8 | Pruseis, head ana ougle, wellase, 0 A 1 ¥
. 8000 ds,, 10, uuﬂ ?a r'-]., GQuecnslnnd, (wo issues N3 1 0
w(m.i:ia e a1 - —  Rouminis, extea good .. 03 0¥
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Per doz. Per 100

®, (.
Russin, well nssorted .., ... .. 0 1
w  Dew issue ... e BB
Sardinin, assorted . 0 4
Saxony, uxtmgood 0 M
Servia, well assorted ... OB
South Australia, 1d.,2d. ..., 0 3
Spain, wellm.mnny issues .., O 2
i I reseta, ussorted, inortu 08
e and rare obsolete...... . 0 10
Bouth Amer:can extragmnl (I
= = 20 varieties, \"EI'}
fine ..o % —
South Amenmn. 30 va.nehm very
fine ... -
st. Christ, St. Vmcent.St Thomas 0 11

Straits Settlement, well assorted 0 8
sweden,; well assorted v (B

s official, well assorted | 0 3
" Osen 09
Awitzerland, well assorted ..., 01

]
3
2
i
2
0
(]

i
G
b
6
8
7
4
(!

1
7
o

4 =
o ocoSaCcCOBRET A

L =-8- 1 8 -F- §-)

Per dos. Peor 100

8. d. 8, d.

Bwitzerland new issuo, .. 0 4 =2
" unpaid ‘Latt.er, inclA0 1 8 —

e envelope, assarted. ... 03 1 9
Tasmania, 1d., 2d . 0 3 1 6
Transvaal, uss., inel. sureb.argc 2 3 =
Trultdad. ld‘. red obsolete . 1 DS 3 6
1d., red, 1833 | L e 3 3

v other values, assorted ... 0 10 T 0
Turkey, well assorted .. 03 1 8
Unite btuteis. well MARORLE, oo O X U 4
" new issne . 0 4 20

- Treasury, well ass. 0 b 29

" War, 3,86 .. . 0B a0
extm;rood 0 H 4 6

\enm.ue!a, IRH-I-‘SM, extra good 1 0 70
Vietoria, assorted ; L, g 0 6
Waestern, Australia, 1d., 2d., gss, 0 8 2 3
West Indian, superior, id 1,2, 1d 010 b 8
Wurtemberg, well assor ted........ 0 2 0 6
" BOTYIO .oiiiieaiisisnress 05 3 0

Fifties and Five Hundreds supplied at Hundred and Thovsand Rates.

CONTINENTALS,

No. per 1000 m&u

8. B, d.

{. Many varieties .. om0 4 I 4
3. " without. lef

red, German ........ 07 26

2. Superior, Do German or Ba-
varian, many Hol]nnd Hel-

gium, Denmark, &¢. .. - ]
1. Extra fine, without
German, or Bavarian, mcl
d, Roumania, Cunada,
Russia, Hpain &ec... S8 AL S
A. 1. As imported, above 120 va-
rieties, without 10 pf. red
l}exmn. or 20pf, blue Ba-
10 4 9
Oue xmllmn No. l, £,
one millwn No. 3, £ 18;
No. 4, £
5. Denmrk Sweden. Norway,
2 3 mn o0
B. I‘unce. Kol]nm’! ‘and’ Belgmm.
OO i annsn it i ey 1 0 4 9
T. .»\ust.rm. Hungary, and Swiss, 8 ia
2
B fkn.l.da,Umt«i Shﬂ.es. Bpnm, 2.5 318
Bpwnl q,nuuunn for luger thhm
Cheap Packets.
0. 600 extra fine, sameas No 1, for.. 0 1 &
11. 500 superior, same as No. 2... 008
13, 500 as imported same as A 1. ‘about
B50-60 var.. 007
13b. m')lampﬂrted mmumAAl
about S0 var.. s 009
Sl ik £8 d.
ll ‘1000 Colonial, well ass., incl. -
budoes, Trinidad, British Guisna,
Australinn Co'lumm. &n, (- T 08 6
15, 500 same as No. 14.. . D48
18, 250 " " 026
17, ‘II\ el « L |
18, 1000 'muth Amtnm. “imel. l-’em.
Boli\tu Colurnbia, thll Anrentmr -
18 !m wame n.s ‘No. 18.. 110 0
o, om0 e o s s viniaren o IR B
. 100 ¥ 0% 0
2. 1000 nume Fumpmn abiout 16 coun-
TR e ; 6 &
B0 dltl.n. snme-.sl\o ‘d . 3 6
450 LL] " 20
I'w LTl " b 1 0

ETC.
No, £ 85 d.
28, 50 Continentals, same as No. 3 0 0 4
24. 300 o 5 5018
25. 500 6 " 6007
26, 500 0 =5 013
27. 600 i o - B I
Cheap Variasty Packets.
37. 6 none Eurcpean, all different,
sripl. nmed . edisiaiesenis. (0 0 1A
8%, 12 ditto ditto 0 0 2
30, 20 ditto ditto 0l 4
40. %0 ditto ditto 0 0 8
41. 50 ditto ditto 010
42, 100 ditto ditto 026
43, 200 ditto ditto Ol T
A4, 300 dntm ditto 1 6 0
45, 400 dit ditto 210 0
46, 6 West lndmn. all different, mcl.
unused......ooooiniinats zege WBIL B
47. 12 tlttlu lhtm 008
48, 20 ditto ditto D186
16, B0 ditto ditto 02 9
50. B0 ditto ditto 06 6
51, 100 ditto ditto 015 0
52, 6 South Amcwim. a‘ﬂ mﬁmmt.
mel. unused ... 9 DB
53. 12 ditto ditw 008
5. 20 dilto ditta 01 3
55, 30 ditto ditto oS
56. b0 ditto ditto D'd R
57, 100 ditto ditto 013 0

Large Variety Packets, or Fine Collec-
tions of Used and Unused, and extending
in the largest over about 200 Countries,
No. 8, d.

e

ExERux~ccooccccon
CeCSoONRENMAEAK=OOOD
CCocoOoSEOoTRNRDRAK -

Ry Ead - .
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CHEAP SETS OF STAMPS.
Those marked * are unused.

3 sets
and upds;,
No. in 1 set, per set,
ISR S T
Australinn f: “gg 02
P e 12 06 0 &5-
25 21 1 3 12
40 36 30
Anlmuu ﬁd 1o Bd. OO ¥ B Y
Austria e 100 06 0 4}
Ausirinm- ll.n‘h 1550-61 T n g 06
Argentdug, 10, tn 16c. 6 011 010}
Shaden, 1862, 1, 3 6,7,
9, kr., i R O S
*Buden, Lundpost com-

plete 4 D 3 03
* [luden T 0 6 n 6
Buvaria e | B Qe o1

% 1,3 6, 7,00, 10,

1S kr. o Sl 09 N8
sHyrgodarf, 4y l 1§. 3,

4 skl g, - 5 0% 03
Belyian, 1418-78 7 0 3 03
Bermoda ... i 5 09 0 8}
Brazil, 1866, 10 (o

WM roes « 10 0 8 o 7§
&8 Beasil, 10, 10, 29,

20 vols . ., 4 a8 00
® & firazil 1060 II.IIlLluis 16 i 8 1 4
Firitish trutana e b 08 0§
Bl guria - G (I} 08
Bosiin - | U n o
Cunda, .lhl“i |r:_ i lle, 6 (T | 0O B
Cuapey b tu 1s. jnel. ] y S| 01
Covlon, 1872 s 0 10 D 9
Climn, 4, 8, 5 cand.

compl e . 3 09 0 8
Chaili, 1867 .. 4 07 D, F

1517, le. to e, & BT 071
Costn e § aml 2

veulen . " 2 06 LU
Clusta Rien, liew ‘it-iu( 4 1 0 011
Constantnople, 65, 20,

W piiras ST R . I
Cuba 12 0 011

e o E 3 98
Culonial ) S n o 0 4}

s wat o okp 08 OB

T M I8 19

A Iy e 200 .9 B8

o es  AB0D 6 6 6 0

i¥ .s w 200 10 6 10 4
Doimark, 1504, 21.16s. & 0 8 0 3

N7h, -] 03 03

*Duminlean l{rpul»!tc 2 0 & n s

*Dunubian Steam ‘nwlg 1 08 0 6

Duteh Indies, 1 10 50¢, b 0, e

Fgypt, twoissucs . 10 1 0 011

Finland i . L] 0 4 0 4
France, Empire, le.

to 80e. ... 6 05 o358
Yrunce, Hepublie, 1e.

w1l fr 14 07 07
*rance, [(u 1mh!sc. 1c.

20, " awe! & 00 A
'(‘ul’mm‘l\ Empire 11 06 0¢

., 1975, 31050 7 0 2 0 2
*(ircat DBritain, 1554,

unused .. 5 B a6 a3
Great Britain, §d, to

B, diferent values, 16 10 10
Great Nr,, dd. to (s, 50 0 (N ]

v fusg, wred ] 1 0 1 0
Gends, 1 1o 40 H 04 n 4

GAEDECHENS & Co. 97, Dalston Lave. Londo

3 sote
and upds,,
No.in 1set. per get,
set. 8 d. s, d.
Gold Coast, §d. 1o 64, 0 0 8 08
Guate mala, 1871, 5, 10,
20c, 3 010 [ ]
Guatemala, 1875, L ﬁ.
1, ﬂrracs 4 0 10 09
Hambnrp;, enrelnpes.
complete . . 7 Qi 0.8
Hamburg .. B XAy 404
- loeals I 1.0 o1
Havti o 5 1 3 1 2
Heligoland 1hs7 Py 8 09 o8
i 15 LB 1 4
Holland,]c. toge. .. 1 03 0 3
Hungary, incl.mwlop. R e (O R
aph, &
m&ﬂ 3 3 0 3
Hong Kung. incl. now
10 09 09
Eanduruu. IRTH homl 4 10 1 0
1ndia 10 0 3 03
" ncw mamc 1ncl.
upe 4 03 0 3
Ine ﬁn fl 1LVS., Qa.
2 0 2 0 2
Il.aly.qu o filc. 2 038 03
v« official, .Ee.surth
on uff ] 07 08
Jamaica, §d. r.olr. 8 0 4 (1 |
Japan 4 n 3 n 2k
o 7T 010 09
Lombardy b 0 4 (1]
Luxemburg ., e 5 03 0D 2
Maxico i i ] 010 n 9
Natal e 4 05 0
New foundland w & 0T PE
Norway e £ [ 03 0
Nicarsgua .. W 4 011 10
New Zealand, {d, to
1s. %3 =X 7 068 0 5
| Orange Free £ tates 4 07 0 G
FPeru we b 0B 07
Prussia, nbsolete . 7 06 0
Porto Kico .. b ] 0 7 0
Portugnl .. s 8 0.8 0%
2 % = (39 070 0.9
Queensland .. v B 0 4 0 3
Roumania 7 0D 3 0D 3
14 0 A 07
lluanla. includin; new
isaiie 7T 04 0 3
Spaln mmlly old. incl.
T a3 0y
Bpnlu. lwstl)' old, ilw,l.
o IR 09 0B
Bpali:? mosatly old, inc],
pes =% v 98 18 14
Bpain, 1 pes 1873—1878 5 0 7 O T
.. o 1813—1818 5 16 1 4
%wtdca. 1872, 3 ore.
1 kr. g8 04 a3
ﬂweden IEH offieial
91 kr. T, W1 0T
Swed en, m:puld (losen) 8 010 9O 9!
Switzerland .. 10 03 92
mew issue 8 010 0 8
Strais Sotllements .. 6 0 8 0 ?i
S&uuy 5 e DEOLOSE R
rms. , F 5 0 4 09
"hrdinn 1866 2 % 0y
. L cor i oo f Oed
| ) ] D3

. E. England
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READ THIS! READ THIS!
GIVEN AWAY £300

Grand Cash Gift 50
2 o 10 each | 20
10 Collections of F orelgn Stamps containing 1000 —e
varieties e £5 each ({50
10 | Pairs Mulready Euvulopes £1each | 10
40 | Packets rare sets Foreign Stamps 10/- ,, | 20
40 i1 0 i one ass Bl- 10
40 " ” 1" o e 2 j'ﬁ 1 b
200 Rare Sets ™ e 155 wee 1" tH] 10
100 | Packets rare Stamps ... 2[- 5 |10
100 ¥ 1/- 5
200 e Beaunful bcrapa 1= 3 10
100 | Splendid Photo Albums ... - 4 |25
100 s MIRED: i Yoere 4/- 20
100 . NORD | ar) | s 4l- , |20
100 | Views of London aes o Bi% - o WK
100 ' Pocket Books ,. p .ss 8]« | 15
100 Penknives - s V- 5

We offer £ 300 in prmes varvlng from £50 to 1s. consisting
of 1343 different articles, on condition that we obtain 10,000 applications
for the packets mentioned below, the distribution to rake pluce Nov-
ember 1st, 1885. If we obtain the requisite number before that date,
the award will take place sooner.

No. 1 packet consists of 1000 Rare Foreign Stamps, including
various unused and other scarce stamps, Post free, 1/2. Abroad, 1/5,

Non. 2. A collection containing 100 Foreign Stamps all different
many Rare. Post free. 1/1. Abroad, 1/3.

No.3 Consists of 12 large and beautiful sheets of Scraps of
various designs. Post free, 1/-. Abroad, 1/2.

We refrain from mentioning stamps the packets will include as
owing to the immense number that will be sold, the packet will be
continually varying. We can however guarantee that the packets alone
will be worth the money. The Priges simply being offered as an
inducement to patronize us on a future oceasion.

Special Notice.—Any person sending remittances for &
packets will receive 6 packets and 6 receipts.

Please Note.—We must have number required before dis-
tribution can take place.

Remittance to be made by P.0.O. or Penny Stamps.

Papers please send rate for 6 Insertions of this Advertisement.

L. D. & J. K. FERGUSON,
FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,
50, Amberley Road, Harrow Rd., LONDON
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PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT.

In the press, and will be ready about August next,
THE FIFTH EDITION OF

THE IMPERIAL POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM

In two volumes, entirely revised, and brought up to the Present
Date, (1885).

By E. §. GIBBONS.

Notwithstanding the great increase in size, the prices will be the same
as before, see mrculara

NOW READY
THE PHILATELIC HANDBOOK,

A new work, By MAJOR EVANS,
Post-free 8/-: Also price 2d. each post-free.

The Following Addenda to the Price Catalogue.
The First, Second, Third and Fo;;z!h“co:;;;;xz; ':Tll’the Postal issues from February,
1884 to May, 1885,

THE PRICE OF THE CATALOGUE IS

Price Post-free.
Tha Price Catalogue X .
The Appondix... sovlfs
The Two Bound Togothor l/ﬂ
Huandzome Gilt Cloth Reading Covers fitted with olastic band and
adaptabla to this or any future Edition, pm o 1/- vach; or

STANLEY GIBBONS. & Co., 8, Gower Street. London, WC.

BUTLER B ROS-,
Offer the following to Dealers.

“ Unumd. & Usad, Per 1

a Porto Rico § mil 1884,
il " 1ﬂ80 wee e
a Ham‘lmrg 14 and 2% .

b Neawfoundland, 3¢

4 OCypus } piastro
b
il
b

ammumg

—

Italy 2 c. on official
Spain 1 mil 1870
Portug: il nesorted o
h  Bulgaria, well assortod
a Argentine 12 ¢ iur-u-mzml I)]\r\ ]mrfur ated or nnporfomted
b Bpain assorted ., =
f Canada
b Roumania assorted
b TItaly Segnatasse i
a Persian service, per 3 sets of 4

BUTLER BROS
Stamp Importers, Canterbury, England.

RSO Se®™ D D0 ts
- -N--X- ¥ X ¥




BUTLERS’

?HILATELIC pBSER’VER
J

JUNE 1888.

“En Passant.”

As an interesting feature to this Magazine, it has been decided to
open a correspondence column—questions to be asked and answered by
subscribers.  All questions must relate to Philately.

- - - L

The Dealers’ Protection Association does not make great progress.
To assist towards its formation, any dealer willing to become a sub-
scribing member, should at once send in his name either to Mr. Edwin
England, Lorne Street, Hull, or to Messrs. Butler Bros., Canterbury,
who are prepared to give all the assistance that lies in thefr power to
promote the formation of an association.

- * * -

The Select Committee of the House of Commons on the Post Office
(Sites) Bill gave their decision on the 20th ulto, with regard to that
part of the bill which authorizes the Post Master General to acquire
lands adjoining the existing buildings at St. Martins-le-Grand, in order
to extend the accommodation for the discharge of business. A rival
scheme, involving the purchase of a site belonging to Christ’s Hospital
presents more frontage than the official plan; but it is alleged by the
Post Office aunthorities that it would be more expensive and would
impede efficiency in working. The Committee determined to pass the
Post Office scheme, at same time making provision for the protection of
the Gaslight, New River and other Companies and firms whose rights of
way, the carrying out of the scheme will necessarily in sowme measure

interfere with.
- . - - -
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The death of the Dowager Queen Emma of Hawaii is announced as
having taken place on the 25th ulto. THer portrait is familiar to us as
adorning the le, 15¢, and 1 dollar of the 1882-3 issues of Hawaii. She
was the widow of Kamehameha 1V, who died in 1863, and was the
daughter of an Euglishwoman and a native chief. When the present
King Kalakaua was elected in the year 1872, on the death of Kame.
hameha V, Queen Emma contested his election and a civil war was
threatened ; but opposition to the new king ceased on his recognition by
Queen Victoria. Quneen Emma arrived in England on a visit in July
1865 and left in July 1866.

- . r 8 -

The Philatelic science is represented at the Alexandra Palace, by a
prominent London firm.

. L - -

The national memorial to the late Post-master General, Mr. H. Fawcett
is to take the form of (1) a tablet in WWestminster Abbey ; (2) a scholar-
ship tenable by a blind person at any University ; and (3) the promotion
of the higher education of the blindin connection with the Royal Normal
College and the Academy of Music at Norwood.

- - - -

A movement is on foot in Chicago with a view to organize a Company
whose business will be the buying and selling of Stamps, on an extended
scale.  Unity is admittedly strength, but whether this synonym will
prove a practical guide to a business in Stamps remains to be seen. We
have in mind the failure of the New Jersey Philatelist Publishing Co.,
which we take it, may be instanced for nses of argument, on account of
its close relationship to the subject before us ; and which if not actually a
financial failure, at least found it impossible to continue the publication of
the journal from which it took its name, However the one thing needful to
a firm of Stawyp dealers, viz. Capital—may more readily be found, where
there are a number of people interested in the vanture, and on this scconut
the Chicago Society, if it eventually comes into existence, should find
business not so difficult to obtain, as it is too often the case where ®
small capital is only available.

L - - -

The projected scheme for the amalgamation of all the West Indian
Colonies for postal purposes, has fallen through ; and in counection
with this wnnonneement, we think it will not be out of place to remiod
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our readers of the little tumult of voices of aggrieved philatelists which
occurred when the details of the scheme were first promulgated. It was
alleged that its propositions if carried into effect, would practically do
away with the choice variety of our West Indian Colonies’ stamps, which
was merely the truth, and to the grumblers a most serious thing from a
philatelic stand-point. The original scheme has however, been sban-
doned, much to the satisfaction of those scientists who thought fit to
take exception to the proposal : but we notice that Messrs. De L.a Rue’s
stock-dies are accommodated to the uses of each Colony, so that the
Grenada penny value is simply a copy of the penny stamp in use in
Trinidad with the name of the latter Colony extracted, and Grenada put
in its place.

L - - -

Some well-executed forgeries of the 1853 issue of Spain are being
offered, particularly the 1 Cuatro of that issue, which stamp is catalogued
at 10s., although we believe it is difficult to obtain a genuine copy at
that figure.

Deiv Issues,

Jamaica.—The following stamps bave undergone a change of

colour—thus :
Adhesive 3d,, pale green

¥ Id,, rose

p  2d. grey

Mexico.—An issue of official cards has occurred, bearing on the
left the arms of Mexico. TarieTa carRTA in upper centre; Dele abruire
cortas puntos below.

Official cards (without oxpressed value), single, green on white card

- w  hlue &
w §i carmine |,
pes roply, green -
1 o blue il

i carmine |,

Natal.—Lately post-cards of two values have appeared :
Post cards, §d., brown, on pale buff card
1d.,, carmine, "
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Persia.—New stamps of the following values have been issued.

"In size they are not larger than the English 1d. adhesive.
Adhesive 1 Shahi, emerald green, on white wove paper

2 wn rose "
i ,  purple "
10 ., brown i
1 Kran, grey +

8t. Lucia.—A new fourpence has appeared.
Adhesive 4d., bistre, wmk. C.A. and Crown.

St. Christopher.—The sixpence has been surcharged in two lines

PFE":: in Roman capitals. The one penny has been cut in two obliquely,

+and each half surcharged, Halfpenny, in small type.
Provisional adhesives jd., black surchage on half of 1d., ross
[ [ A o on Sixpence, green
Great Britain.—The current Oue Shilling adhesive has been sur.

charged in black letters 'R

OFFICIAL
Azores.—The following stamps have been surcharged with small

iype:

Adhesives 20 reis, carmine, black surcharge
25 ,, brown -
50 " b!uﬂ "
Jhind.—British Indian stamps surcharged & la Puttialla, are now
in use in this State,

A Subscriber informs us, a short time ago he purchased a set of

‘ Italian 1853, 5¢. green, 20c. blue, and 40c. red, but on examination the
- supposed 5ec. was foand to be a 40c, Our informant assures us that it is
-beyond doubt a genuine stamp, and bears a postmark!® 14 Ap. 1854 *As
in no catalogue a 40c. green is mentioned, we shall be mnch obhged to
- any dealer or collector who can give us any information on the subject.

Fiscals.--R word about them.
t By DINERO.
Without any desire to depreciate the value of Fiscal labels, I propose
“ina few remarks to urge Collectors either to leave them alone altogether
or collect them in an album by themselves, do not add a single fiscal
' to your collection if you wish to huve a collection for your friends to
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admire. Fiscal Labels as far as their intrinsic value goes are as
valuable as Postage labels, for without the mania for collectiu.g Postage
stamps they would be as much despised and help to fill up the waste
paper basket a great deal faster than the Fiscals.

Possibly many people collect Fiscals, Postage stamps, News bands,
and Pust cards allin one albun, how muny of these have a really good
collection to show their friends ? usually such collections are without any
specimen of value and contain a lot of torn and damaged stamps, the
collector not being able to devote sufficient time to his collection to
wake it worth having. Youug collectors have a great liking for large
fiscals, why, I cannot imagine, perhaps they help to fill up an album
easily or it may be upon the boyish principle of getting as much in
quantity as one can, whether it be in the form of stamps or candy,
quality disregarded.

I myself, canvot see much beaoty in a collection of Law, Tobacco.
and other kindred stamps, all mixed up with postage labels, there is not
the least bit of wvniformity in them; this alone should be a powerful
argument to induce collectors to either leave them alone or to do as I
have already suggested.

Collectors of Fiscals have however one thing in their favour, Fiscal
labels are fast going out of date, one label being made to do duty for
both fiscal and postal purposes and it may be in years to come the
stamps they have collected will fetch long prices, many fiscals will never
be rare, at least for a long time, too many of them having been used.

Unless a Collector has a very long purse, he will do well to leave
either Fiscal or Postal labels alone, to collect both will cost him a lot
of money and time, and even-then I am sure he will not get a good
collection of either. Just fancy a person collectiug old china, coius,
fiscals, postage stamps, birds eggs, crests, monograms and
autographe, well it is just possible his friends might consider him sane
but certainly most people would say he wus not capable of taking
care of himself, not perhaps be very wrong either.

Now in conclusion let me urge upon collectors the absolute necesssity
to make up their minds to do one thing at a time and remember that
If a thing is worth doing at all, it is worth doing well, if my remarks are
considered 1 am certain collectors will leave either Fiscal or Postage
labels alone, but my advice is to collect Postage labels.
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Bistorgy of Pust Dffice.
(Continued.)

[n 1708 an attempt was made by a Mr, Povey to establish a 4d post
iu opposition to the official 1d. post, but the enterprise, hke Docwra's,
was suppressed by a law-suit,

Up till 1720 the cross-posts were but imperfectly organised ; places
out of the ordinary roads suffered by the delay. Ralph Allen, of Bath,
proposed to remodel the system, and procured from Government a lease
of the system for his life, for £6,000 a year. He lived 40 years after
his bargain, and so managed to improve the bye-posts that he made an
aunual profit of £12,000. He, however, deserved it, for he greatly im-
proved the country districts, aud speut his gains on works of charity
and princely hospitality. IHis name has been immortalised by Pope
in these words :

Let humble Allen, with an awkward shame,
Do good by stenlth uud blush to tind it fame,

At his death the Post Office found the cross-posts established in all parts
of the country, the whole of which were brought under the countrol of
Mr. Wm. Ward, the Postmaster-General. Up to that time Members of
both Hounses of Parliament had enjoyed the privilege of sending aud
receiving letters through the post without payment. Iun 1784 it was
found necessary to curtail this privilege. It had been the custom to frank
scores of letter-covers for the use of friends by the means of a signature,
They were often forged, or obtained from servauts, who found a ready
market for them. By this means it was calculated that £170,000 was
lost by the department annually, It was not till 1840 that it was wholly
done away with,

Although coaches were running the whole country as early as the
middle of the 17th century, yet it is strange that it did not occur to
anyone till 1783 to carry the mail bags by them. A gentleman named
Palmer submitted a plan to Mr. Pitt, for the better despatch of letters,
by substituting mail-coaches -for the solitary mail-cart or post-horses,
which had hitherto done service. The advantage of sending the wails
by coaches which would carry passengers and would be well guarded,
was obvions. He also suggested other important alterations as, that the
mails should be so timed as to arrive in London, and so far as might be
in other places, at the same time, so thut letters might be delivered




THE PHILATELIC OBSERVER 13

altogethal ; and that they should be daqpntr-hed From and arrive in Lon-
don ut a time convenient to the public, the mails having hitherto left
at all hours of the night, This plan was vehemently opposed by the
the officers of the Post Office; but Mr. Pitt saw its merits, and, under
his auspices, an Act was passed authorising its adoption, The speed of
the mails was at once increased from 83 to more thau 6 miles au hour.
The number of lotters also greatly increased, owing to the greater safety
regularity, and speed of this new system; and many towns petitioned
the authorities to establish mail-coaches in their districts. Palmer's
plans were so successful that the revenue of the Post Office rose in twenty
years from £250.000 to £1,500,000. Three hundred and eighty towns,
which had formerly only three deliveries a week, had a daily delivery
before the end of the century.

In 1796 the rates were raised, the scale being fixed at a minimum of
3d. and maximum of 9d.. [t was afterwards still further raised, till tho
whole system toppled over.

Coaches had taken the place of postboys ; but the roads were heavy,
and 6 miles an howr afforded room for great improvement. This was
partly furnished by Mr. McAdom, who so far mended the roads by a
system known now by his name as to raise the speed to 10 miles an
hour, the Devonport mail running the journey of 216 miles, including
stoppages, in 21 hours 14 minutes; but in 12 more years the road of
iwon for the first time supplanted every other mode of conveyance by
the opening of the Liverpool and Manchester line.  Up to this time
little use was made of the then existing railways, and it was not till
1838-0 that an Act was passed to provide for the conveyance of the
wails by railway companies. Sivce then the Post Office has used the
rallways of the country to the fullest extent, the missing links being
still supplied by mail-carts and foot-messengers. In 1829 the General
Post Office was removed from Lombard Street to St. Martins.le-Grand.

Before the establishment of railways, it was one of the sights of
London to witness the departure of 1he muils. The coaches started one
alter another amid a crowd of sightseers ; but Stevenson was at work,
and the glory of the existeice of the Royal Mails seems like a thing of
the distaut past.

In 1827 some concession was made to the pubiic by rescinding the
rule which imposed double postage on two letters written upon one
sheet of paper, or even on a letter and a bill if upou the sume sheet, In
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1836 the stamp duty of 1id. on newspapers, which put a clog on the
liberty of the Press,"was reduced to 1d., the result of which was a per-
fect deluge of these public instructors gorged the Post Office bags.

For the great radical change which took place in our Postal systems
we are indebted to Mr. (afterwards Sir) Rowland [Till. e published a
pamphlet in 1837, showing that the system as it stood was costly and
inefficient ; that partly from franking privileges and partly from im-
politic charges on payable letters, it had fallen into a weak state, and
the outlay was enormous, while the returns were disproportionately
small. He in 1839 startled the officials by proposing to reduce the
postage to 1d. for any distance. The idea was opposed by the authori-
ties, but the House of Commons investigated the matter, and his plan
was to a great extent accepted.

It was predicted that if the 1d. post were adopted, the revenune on
the department would not recover itself within forty or fifty years.

For the first few months the metropolis alone had the benefit of the
reduction, but at the beginning of 1810 (Junmary 10) a Peuny Post for
the whole of Great Britaiu and Ireland become an established fact. The
immediate result was au enormous increase in correspondence, but for
some years there was a deficit in the revenue.  The first vear the num-
ber of letters had sprung from 76 millions to 169 millions, and the
rapid increase has been well waintained ;—

In 1845 271,000,000

1855 156,000,000
1865 720,000,000
1875 iy o ... 1,009,000,000
1883 e 1L2R0,636,200

(To be eontinued.)

Dur Confempovavies,

Foreign Stamp Collectors' News is still up to its usual standard of
excellence,

Philatelse Journal of America is a well got-up Magazine ; and doubtless
will gain popularity.

Collectors” Companion (Chicugo) claims to be the only journal insert-
ing original articles, Engfish journals must look to their laurels.

The Collector (Philadelphia) vather a carions journaly does not

confine itself to Philately—for instance, it tells us type setting is taught in
Japanese prisons.

Received with thanks—Ze Commercant, The Fmpive State Philatelist,
General Anzeiger fur Philateliv, Welt Post, Canadian Philatelist, Philatelic
Courier, Deutch Briefmarken Zivtung, Stamp World, The Stamp Collectors’
Journal, ete.
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fnerEas s 4 ) i A ,
el userg 811 10 good condition & warranted genuine. ¢

BUTLER BROS.,
Oaten Hill, Canterbury.

THE ‘EXCELSIOR’ PACKETS
Of Used & Unused POSTAGE STAMPS | S

5 anp

No

1
2

10

11

12

11

14

Contains 100 good stamps with some unused, this is the only packet contain,
ing duplicates, post free 7d.

Contains 50 stamps, all different, including Brazil, Cavada, Chili, Luxemburg,
Spain, Sweden, Portugal, United States, (envolope) Vietoria, and many
obsolete varieties, post freo Td.

Contains 30 varieties of usod and unused stamps, including Argentine, Brazil,
Bosnia and  erzgovina,  (recce, Swiss, Porto  Rico, Sardinia,
(2 kinds) Cape of Good Hope, Finland Italy, (officinl) Wurtomburg, (official)
Roumania, Coylon, Spain, &e., post froa 7d,

Contains 12 unused stamps inclunding Belgium, Constantinople, Dutch Indies,
Italy, (astero) Alesund, Gresea, &e.. post froo 7d,

Contains 50 variotins iuclading Cyprus, Newfoundland, Australian Colonies,
Orange Free State, Caps Vorde, (searce varioty), Greece, Finland, Porto Rieo,
Jumaiea, Belgivm (new issue), Luxombnrg, Throndhjem, San Marino, Barbadoes,
(new issue), Spain, Sardinia, Japan, Canada, (Registered), Searce Argentine,
India, (Offigial), New Zealand, Rare Donmark, (Serviee,) Servia, (obsolete),
United States, (envelope.) Bwiss, ( Ausser Kurs), Ltaly, (Official), &e., post free, 11

Contains 6 nnused ontire Post Cards, including Christianssund, Japun,
Russin, (2 kinds, Servia ke, Post froe 8d.

Contains 20 varicties of unnsed stamps including Maderanerthal, Angola, Hayti,
Portugal, St, Thome & Principe, Azores, Grooce, (unpaid) Hamburg, Brazil,
Luxemburg, Povu, &e., &e. Past Free, 1/1,

Contains 30 varietics used and unnsod including Argentinoe, Western Australia
Bulgaria, Chili, Bosnin & Herzgovina, Azores, (unused) searce, Roumalia, Thurn
and Taxis, and manv othors vare, Post Free 1/1

Contains 10 unused uneut Post Cards including Roumunia, Shaoghai, Besnia,
Japan, Suriname, India &e. Post Fron 1/2

Contains 75 varietios of used and noused ineluding a complets set of 11 Sardinia
Turkey, Cyprus. India. (officinl) United States (envelope) Westarn Auatralia
Natal, rare Hawail Nowfonndland Swadey (official) Dutch Indies, Luxemburg
Portugal &e. &e. Post Freo 17
Contains 100 variotios, all nsed, including Guatemala, Peru, Servia, Spain, St
Thomas, Sweden (1 Krona) Swiss (vopnd,) Mexico, Natal, Roumania, Venezuela
Bulgarin, Newfoundland, India (envelope,) Coylop, Chili, Dutch Indies, Egypt
Cypirus, Bolgium (obeolete, ) Finland, Roman States, &e.. &e, Post free 2/7.

Containg 100 varieties of uxed and nnused stamps including Alesund, Bosnia,
Coeta Riew, Curacao, Dominica (provisional ) Heligoland, Hayti, Kuroot Stoos, Mad.
oraporthal, Thure & Taxis, Guatenala, Orange Free State, Cyprus, Parsia, Liberia
Rigi Belup, Chili, Coylon, Dutch ludies, &e., &e. Post Free 5/1

Containg 100 vayietles of nsod and nnnsed stamps incloding Angola, Argentine
Reapublie, Azores, Bermuds, Sarownk, Shanghai, Turkey, Sirmoor, Maderanerthal
Livonia, Gambia, Guatomala, Costa Rica, Liboria, Portaguese Indies, Nicaragua
(1870) Constantinople, Salvador, | 1st fssue) Mexico, Kuroot Stoos, Jhind, Pera,
Italy, (Estoro) Chili, Bosnia, Huwaii &e., &e. Post Free 7|7

Contains 100 varieties of nand and  unused stamps including Tranavaal (1879)
Bhopa]' Decean, Spun (Don Carlos,) Puraguay, Vouozuela, Mexico, Canada
(Registored Hei China, fonian Islands, Rigi Bolap, Hanover, Roumelia, Angola, Sars-
wak, Trinidad (provizionsl) Orange Free State. (4d. on 5/-) very secarce, Persian
Service, Rate Dominiea lopublic (provisionsl,) Bulgaria, Lovant, leeland, Fiji,
Persia, British Flonduras, Gambia, Uraguay, Guatamala (1877) Peru (Chilian Arms)
United States (Agriculture.) Turkey (Morton's lotter post) Holland unpaid (1
Gulden) Spain, Mexico, (Porte de Mar) Many of the slamps in this packet are
worth from 1/- to 2/6 ecach and to rurclmau all separately would cost about four
times the amount mekad. Post Freo 10/7,
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A Boon to every Collector !
These Mounts are for fixing

Stamps in Collections
neatly & quickly
and preventing /

No More
Torn dtamps

Gumming
superseded

the stamps
in removing them.
They are made in two
Sizes. No- 1 for ordinary sized
adhesives, No- 2 for entire envelopes, or
post cards by using two mounts to each.

Prico No. 1, 8d. per, 100, 1/- per 1,000, No. 2, 4d, per 100, 2/- per 1,000 post frea.,

BUTLER BROS. CANTERBURY.
foreion Srtames!! | HENRY S. JEANES,

100 Well assortad Foreign, Colonial, and Importer and Comwmirsion Morchant in

Fiseal Stamps, ineluding Hayti, Natal, FORE.GN POSBTAGE STAMPS,
Chili, j.amaim, f}nutrm;.l:n, l’nt'to "i.-n &(_‘

Prica only 6d. PO BOX 4‘46 PHILA PA U SA

s d
Sets of 11 Unused Helngniund = 1 8 =
(] = Ba tdl. lett
" ‘hmr‘,:"_'j'_ s i e $ Consignments of used and unused
8 A Hungary, 'h-lw sray) h O x|
" Uled Bwedens Ubleinl o olbostage stamps solicited from all
{inelnding 10 ore new issue, scarce) [Jd.[‘l“ of the world to be sold on a
w10 Used Sweden Losen ... bl
w A1 Swiss tew issup asia Q0 (‘.|(.omlm-.q|01| of 10 per cent. Best
Sheets on approval. Agents wanted. Y od.
Wholesale selections sent on approval to dealers| |cash or exc h.mgv pnu 8. obtain
on receipt of trade references .BD" of references gn en. All letters

H. S. STANIFORTH,

icnul.uiuiug stamps should be re-
Archibald House, Ospringe Road, N
LONDON, N.W. gistered.
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WM. V. D. WETTERN, Jun.
WHOLESALE
DEALER IN POSTAGE STAMPS,
176. SARATOGA STREET,

BALTIMORE, Md., U.S.A.

ALL KINDS OF STAMPS BOUGHT
FOR PROMPT CASH.

ALL DEALERS are requested to send
me their WHOLESALE LIST.

g Good Offers always Welcome.

Philatelic Papers please copy this Adver-
tisement, and send in Bill,

Wantod the nawoe and aldross of every

DEALER & COLLECTOR

In the world,

Dealers send wholesale and rotail lists
of Stamps,

Ageats wanted to sell rare stamps from
sheets. Commission 334 per cent.

THE DLALER'S ADVERTISER
AND COLLECTOR'S EXCHANGE,
A stamp paper sept gratis and post

freoe to all Dealers and Collectors
known (0 s,

Advt, Rates for No, 3 as n brial,
1inch 1/+ 1 column 56 1 page 10/-
For Cash ouly.

My speciality is saving Dealers time and

trouble by inserting their Advta. in this and
any other Stamp Journal. Lisl of rates free.

f'huhn%:! 1000 Memaos 6/-, 1000 Bills 2.6,
1000 Envelopes 48, estimates | stamp.

JOHN H. CLIFFORD.
CHARLBURY, ENGLAND.

Mention Paper

Stutnp Poapers copy  and  send  same

space for Advertiser,

ESTABLISHED 3%  A.D.

THE PHILATELIC STAR

'rltlg is a Bi-monthly Jonrnal devotod
to the Seisnce of Philately, and is published
on the 1=t of the month.
Collectoxs chould subscribe to this
spicy paper without delay—The press

speaks well of it.

Advertisers sbould secure space at
vnes for 1he next issue. Note the cheaprales

1881.

ADVERTIBING RATES .
One Columu 7/- Quarter Column  2/-
Half Columa 3/6 Inch 1/3

Private Advertisements, 80 words, 3d,
SPECIMEN COPY SENT POST PREE.
Correspondence and consignments of good
stamps solicited. Address all letters, &c., to
the publisher —

EDWARD F. HERDMAN
BERWICK-ON.-TWEED, ENGLAND

W. F. GREANY,

827, BRANNAN STREET,

SAN FRANCISCO, (AL,
Dasires to receive convignments of British
Colonial and other stamps, and ean offer in
exchango sueh searce stamps as Bandwich
Is.,, Guatemaln, Flong Kong, China,
Nicaragua, Honduras, Costa Rica, Moxieo,

and U.S. department,

"Tue PHILATELIC HERALD

AND

FOREIGN STAMP ADVERTISER

A lirst-glagz monthly paper circulated all
over the world, it ix one of the cheapest
aud best advertising mediums in Europe
for Philately.
Subseription 1/~ per nunum, post free.

ApveErTisemesTs o 1 Page 17/6, hall do.
0/6, quarter do. 5/6, 1 inch single col.
1/6, small advts, 12 words for 3d. and
1d. for every 4 afterwards

I A considerable teduction for a series,

| Specimen copy o dealers free,

' ADDRESS

| JOSEPH LEE & Coyv,,

18, Castle Street, Southport. England,

THEOGDOURE SIDDALL buys and sell
| tsed  United States Postage Stumps for
wish, or pows el prices for them in stamps
| from lus approval sheets,  List 2 ¢. Box
784, Philadelphis, Penna, U.S.A,
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Knlarged to 20 Pages. i JUST FORMED.
THE SOUTH WALES

Stamp Collectors Journal, Philatelical Company,
Tssued on 15th of each month rcgru'ar{y:ﬁz' Tl‘afalgar Place. SWANSEA.

Subseriptions » 1/6 par year, post-freo. | ! '
Advortisements: 1/6 por inch ; 3/6 } col ;| The above company ia prepared to give from
56 iCU' 4 ln f 1Pt_‘ )/ ) " _,I e l'-'m, to £a00 for collections of an:ign Stnmpl.
=f -3 d0j~col. 5 20/> perpage.  hond on approval, and we will make you an
Specimen Copy 14d., post-fres. 1|u1|‘-e-r. Very choap sheets on approval.  Good
Add hing ¢ discount,  Gratis 50 mixed American stamps,
Feay avoryraing ko I Wanted wholesale parcels from home and

C. H. NUNN, [abroad, good prices given and prompt remit-

Publisher |tances. Noconnection with any other Swansea

nu‘Y s EDMUNDS stamp firms.  Wholesale lists wanted.

The * Excelsior” Stamyp Packets,

See list on other page.

Butler Bros., Canterbury.

A few unsolicited ‘testimonials from purchasers of the packets, wa give below.
The original letters may he seen,

Middlesex, N.W.
It is the best packet I have ever had, I will advise all my friends
to get the “ Excelsior Packets ™ if they want really good stamps,
« AN
Taunton,
I have been exceedingly pleased with the 2 No. 8 packets which
I bave had of you, and consider them well worth the money.—A. C,

Chelsea, S.W.
I received ** Excelsior " Packet of Stamps safely, and shall show
it to my friends as it is such a good one.—C. I, K.

Portsea.
I am obliged to you for your promptness in forwarding the
stamps and cannot praise the excellency of your packets too much,
A.C.
Bath.
You packet of stamps gave me great pleasure, they are the
best and rarest I have ever had for the same money,—G., E. B.

TO FOREIGN DFEFALERS.
AN kind of good stamps bought for prompt eash or exchango. Large or small
congignments solicited, to which prompt atlention will bu givon, Good Colonials
eapeeially wanied.
Dealers are requested to send thery Wholesale Lixt.

BUTLER BROS,

Stamp Importers, Cauterbury, Iﬂugland_
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To Dealers only!!

Extraordinary Bargains!!

JOB LOTS! JOB LOTS!!

5. d.

12 sets of 15 unused Heligoland... s 6 0 nett cash
100 s 9 4 Constantinople 6 6 ~
300 Splendidly mixed Canada bills... 4 0 i
400 well mixed Servia.., 5 6 -
50,000 fine Continentals 9.0 <
500 various entire post cards, envelopes, &c..-—-}

many varieties, Colonials, &e. 5 6 r
1,000 well mixed Portugal 1 6 5
1,000 " Spain 2 6 o
12 packets of 200 choice varieties ... 6 6 -
1,000 well mixed Cape Colony ... 5 6 “
1,000 Various U.S, departmentals ... sov A6 i
1,000 Canada and U.S. assorted 1 6 =
00 various Stamp journals SR - 5
100 Transvaal 1d. and 3d. 3 . () -
500 fine superior Greece 5 0 a5

t"l_f.. (t'.u.
TERMS €ASH WITH ORDER.

Large 6 page wholesale list gratis and post free

Colleetions & rare stamps wanted for PROMPT CASH

ADDRESS :

Wholesale & Retail Foreign Stamp Importer,

LORRE STREET, HULL, ENGLAND.
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WHITFIELD KING & Co.,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

STAMP MERCHANTS

PHEILETELIC P{IlLESHEHS
LACEY STREET, IPSWICH,

HE “CROWN" POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS.
2s. 6d., 3s. 6d., 5s, 6s. 6d., 8s, and 9s.

THE « UNIVERSAL" POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS
21st Edition. 7s. 3d., 8s., 9d., 9s., 13s. 3d., 23s 6d., & 26s.
All Post-free.

W holesale Prices of Albums sent on receipt of business card

THE STANDARD COLOUR CHART, just published;
printed in 142 different Colours all correctly named ; in-
valuable to every Philatelist, Price 3s., post-free.

ILLUSTRATED DESCRIPTIVE PRICE LIST OF
PACKETS, and SETS OF STAMPS, Gratzs, and post-
free, on application,

IMPORTANT TO DEALERS.—Our WHOLESALE
LIST OF STAMPS, &ec., by the dozen, 100, and 1000,
is published every ALTERNATE MONTH, and sent
Gratis, on application. Prices are Lower, and Stock
Larger, than those of any other Wholesale Firm.

ESTABLISHED 1869,
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o) Butlers

jﬂl}tlatgllr @fh seyvet,

SUBSCRIPTION 1’6 PER ANNUM Post Free

SPECIALITIED FOR COLLECTORS.

Set of 7 Bosnia incl 25 kr - 6d.
o 8 Samoa 1d.to 5/- - - 4 -
¥ s 8 Hamburg - - - 4ld.
e 5 Bergedorf - - - 4ld.
o PR 4 Guatemala 1877, 1. 2, 4, reals

and 1 peso - - 2/=

S 6 Bulgaria - - - 6d.

S 8 Persia, many obsolete - 2/-

A WY 4 P (Service) - - 1/-
59 7 Austrian Telegraph - 4.d.

4 3 Argentine (1862) 5, 10 & 15¢ 4.

Sy 3 Constantinople 5,20 & 40p  2d.

T Aee 7 Hamburg Envelopes - 8d.

Sets Marked * are unused. Postage id. per set extra.

udholtsalc or :‘ut'ul é.zst on Q\ppltmtwn
BUTLER B ROS., CANTERBURY.

PUBLISHED BY
BUTL:HEE BROS.,
WHOLESALE & RETAIL FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS.
CANTERBURY, ENGLAND.

1 — S o — — - e M
‘( ENTERED AT STATIONERS' 1ALL:] [ALL RIGHTS RESERVED®
L
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NEW STAMP ALBUM

NOW READY, THE FIFI'd EDITION OF THE

Imperial Postage Stamp Album,

In Two Volumes, entirely revis.d, and brought up to the
present date (1885).
Prices Post Free and Securely Packed.

No. 5—Crown 4to, on extra stout paper, strongly bound in embossed cloth, gilt lettering
sprinkled edges. The two volumes, 14s. Gid.

No. .—Crown 4to, on extra stout paper, superior emhossed cloth, ornamental gilt lettering
and border. The two volumes, 17s.

No. 7.—Crown 4te, on extra stout paper, handeomely bound, with gilt lettering and
ornaments, bevelled boards, gilt edges, and patent expanding clasp.  The two
volumes, 19s, 6.

No. B—Crown 4to, on superior quality paper, handsomely bound, extra gilt, bevelled
boards, gilt edges, and patent expanding clasp. The two volumes, 222, v,

No. 9 —Crown 4to, on superior guality paper, handsomely bound in moroceo relief, gilt
edges, two patent expanding clasps.  The two volumes, 52s, Gd,

Uniform with the above, being designed as a companion Volume,

The Fmperial Post Card Ellbum.

No. 5. —Style No. i (see nbove), post free, 4s. 2d.  No. ia.—Style No. 6 or 7 (see above),
post free, ds. 8d. No. #a,—Btyle No. 8 (see above), post free, 8s, 8§d. No. 9a.—Style
No. 9 or 10 (see above), post free, 11s. 8d,

Illustrated 12 page prospectus post free on application.
Stanley, Gibbons, & Co., 8, Gower Street, London, W.C.

J. H. LACEY & Co.,
WHOLESALE DEALERS IN
POSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS,
AND COMMISSION AGENTS, ESTABLISHED 1871,

Have a large stock of Stamps of all countries for Sale at prices that cannct be equalled.

Wholesale price list, contains many lines of Valuable Stamps not generally quoted
wholesale. Post Free.

PARCELS SOLD AS IMPORTED.

This system insures a Parcel, large or small being obtained undivided, Purchasers
have stamps at special prices and are not likely to be undersold, List issued periodically
offers alzo Stamps of other Dealers, held by us for sale on commission. Exchange trade
has special attention devoted to it. Foreign and Colonial Dealers are invited to send
cousignments, which we shall be glad to have for Cash or Exchange.

Provisionals, New Issues, and general regular supplies
required.

3 L LACEY. & o
ROTHERHITHE. S.E. ENGLAND.
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“XEn [Passant.”

Most of our readers will recollect the animated discussion which
took place among the English Philatelic papers a couple of years back,
upon the question of the anthenticity of those labels now known as the
Mexican Porte de Mar Stamps. Some of the United States journals
also participated in the discussion, and opinions for and against these
labels were pretty freely expressed on both sides of the Atlantic, It is
from the Collector's Companion we learn that at the recent New Orleans
. Exhibition the Mexican Government made a fine show of Postage
Stawmps, consisting of the various issues for that State, and including
the whole set. of the Porte de Mar labels,

Our contemporary considers that all doubts as to their genuine
origin may therefore be set at rest, inasmuch that, having been placed
on Exhibition by the Government credited with their issue, there can be
little room left for even the greatest sceptic to treat them as otherwise
than a genuine emission.

# L . -

Reverting to the very difficult question of the ways and means for
the prevention of fraud and forgery in the stamp world, our Hul}
contemporary suggests a novel, and certainly drastic method wherewith,
to rid the Science of a most troublesome question. ¢ The remedy "
says the writer referred to, * lies with Collectors themselves; if there
were no buyers there would be but a correspouding number of sellcrs
and the provision of an effectual remedy is to be solved by an adoption
of the same lines as apphed to the veceiver of stolen goods—he being in

the eye of the law more responsible for the theft than the thief.”
- - L -
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We admire the doubtless good intent which prompted the writer to
an utterance of the foregoing, Certainly the legislature of 1853 has dune
but little in the desired dircction, and even its most ardent supporters st
the start are vow lukewsrne iu their belief that the New Post Office
Protection Aet will serve the purpose it was professedly designed to
accomplish But whether thelaw, if altered as snggested aud brought
into active operation, would meet the requiruents of the case, is for
experimeut to decide ; we fear the remedy would be worse than the evil.
People would scarcely ran the risk of prosecution throngh unguestion-
able ignorance on their part of the wodus cperandi of the successful
forgery-monger; and the interest m the Science would dwindle as a
matter of course.

It is hardly necessary to remind onr contemporary perhaps of the
great likelihood of humanity to ere, ad il there is o fault ar all with
collectors itis by reason of that abject ignorance so often quoted against
them; but at the same time we altogether fail to sce in what other
practical way that wans of knowledge is to be replaced by kuowledzeo
itself, except by the purifying ordeal of obtaining experienco for
themselves at the bhands of those rozoes, whom, our coutemporary
would presumably let go wupnnished, while the victimised collector
enjoys a sojourn within the four walls of one of Her Majesty's Houses

of Detention.

» - - W

We notice that in the 10¢, Post Curd, which has recently been put
into circulation in Belgivm, thereisun adoption of the same departure notice-
ablein the enrreut Post Cards of some other ¢countries ou the Continent-
At the ontset, when the general public had yet to learn the regulations of
the Post Office, the instructions an the face of the card, about writing only
the address on that side, were most proper and eminently nseful.  But
the utility of them in these days canuot be of any appreciable value,
and might as safely be dispensed with in England as in Belgivm and
other European systems. The same role applies to our halfpenuy
wrappers, and the working of the Registration Depuartment is so well
known now, as to render the instructions on the envelopes sold by the
Post Office quite superflous.  There is much that our authorities at
home might adopt from the postal administrations of our neighbours to
advantage.
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Now that we are writing on this matter, we may state that the
correspondence which has recently taken place between the Secretary
of the Post Olficz and the publishers of the Philalilic Referee, on the
subject of the use of unsealed envelopes in place of the official wrapper,
has not ended satisfactorily from a poiut of gain in Postal reform.
The substance of the reply to a suggestion from the publishers of
the journal referred to, that the use of envelopes in this way should be
permitted, as in the United States, is as follows:

“That althongh it is the practice not to challenge here the circulars
and other book packets occasionally received from abroad in unsealed
envelopes, yet it 1s not deemed adyisable (and the matter has received very
careful consideration) to depart from the rule which requires the ends of
Book Post covers to be eutirvely open.

* ¥ b *

Major Evans, R.A. is of opinion that many of the more recent
productions of rouletted and pin-perforated French Stamps were not
cenuine postal emissions at all, bat as usual, discovered, or rather
made for the edification of collectors, and with no prospect of actual
use at all. This we are told applies especially to the Unpaid Letter Stampa
of the Republic, which may now be met with rouletied, these stamps
properly being only nsed Ly the Postal officials,

- - - -

There seems to be no settled issue for Peru at present. The four
Stamps recently chronicled are said fo have appeared ou the authority
of General Caceres at Arequipa. We suppose that, considering the
very disorganised state of the country, which happily is now past the
turning point, it is a matter for congratulation that there is even a

remnant left of the former Postal System.
- L] - L

The issue of a separate series of Stamps for Monaco, has at last
become an accomplished fact, and probably some of our readers already
possess specimens. The profile within the oval represeuts the present
Prince of the Principality, which in some copies, owing no dounbt
to fuulty engraving, conveys the impression that His Highness has
dropped into a quiet doze. We caniot evince any marked admiration
for the artist’s work in the labels, three values of which is all we have

yet seen. The engraving and printing we understand is the work of a
Paris firm,
- - - -



4 THE PHILATELIC OBSERVER.

We learn thatin Oregon, U.S.A., Postage Stamps are current as
small change, owing to a scarcity of one and two cent pieces ; and
similar provisional currency is reported from Kansas,

A report has been made to the Royal Artillery Tnstitution by its
Secretary, Major Hime, R.A.on some recent experiments with g
pigeon-post for military purposes, the object being to shew the great
value of these birds as :: means of conveying messages long distances,
when telegraphic and other means of communication have been cut off

or interrupted. = The experiments are spoken of as being very
satisfactory.

Before concluding our remarks thi= month we will take the
opportunty to solicit of each of our readers a small favor, which being
simple, we believe to be within the power of everyone of them to grant
us. The * Observer " is essentially a collectors’ medium, and for this
issue we refused insertion of three large advertisements in order
to retain our reading matter, which we understand to be of first
importance. This refusal is a source of pecuviary loss to us for the
time being, but we look for a return of double worth in the popularity
and usefuluess of our journal. We have coulidence in our present
subscribers to do their ntmost to increase the circalation of the
% Observer” ; a paper backed up by a large subscription list can afford
to dispense with a multiplicity of dealers” announcements. We
recognise that a few are necessary, but the tendency now-a-days is to
rob the readiug matter where larger space is required for display of
advertisements.  This is wrong both in principle und practice
excepting in cases where the paper is publishied especially as a dealers’
medium, to which of course our remarks do not apply.

We therefore ask our readers individually to use their best efforts
to make our paper more widely known. The price of 12 consecutive
numbers, posted on day of publication is now 1s, 6d. inclusive of

postage
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To prevent damage to stamps in removing them and give a neat
appearance to the album collectors should always affix them with
Prepared Stawp Mounts, their tifling cost places them within the reach
of everyone, by their use the untidy appearance of blotches of gum upon
the pages of a Stamp Album, and its unpleasant stickiness upon the
fingers is entirely dispensed with.

They are made in two sizes, No. 1 for affixing ordinary adhesives,
3d. per 100, 1s. per 1,000, No. 2 size for aflixing cards by using two
mounts to each, are sold at 4d. per 100, 2s. per 1,000 post free,
BUTLER BROS.,, ForrlGy SraMr IMPORTERS, CANTERBURY.

Thistory of the Post Office.

( Continuel)

It most be borne in mind that the figures represent letters only,
Besides the 1280 million letters in 1883 there were 288,206,400 book-
packets, 140,682,600 newspapers and 144,016,200 postcards making a
grand total of 1,858,541,400 pustages for the United Kingdom in one
year,

At the establishment of the penny post the well known Mulready
envelope was prepared by the authorities for prepaying letters, but was
so ridiculed that it had but a short reign, aod the adhesive stamp took
its place. '

From this time minor improvements have been coutinually made
and the system stands out now as one of the wost perfect of its kind.

In 1948 the additional advantage was given of a book post, a
privilege which was gradually extended to the colonies. The halfpenuny
post and posteards were introduced in 1870,

There are at the present time about 15,000 post offices besides
nearly 13,000 letter boxes and pillar boxes in the strects.

There are over 600 mails daily between London and other post
towns in England and Wales. The Jetters are first stiunped and placed
right way up. They are sorted into twenty great divisions then furthep
classi fied into different towns and finally according to the different post
towns. The bags are sealed and couveyed to the travelling postal vans,
These vans are padded to provide against accidents and elaborately
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fitted up with all necressaries for further sorting the letters. The work
done is precisely the same as in an ordinary post office. The bags are
given out and takeu up by means of a spring and net apparatus.  Itisa
rare occurence for a station to be passed without a safe exchange.

All eorrespondence for Ireland is sent to Holyhead and placed on
steamers fitted up exactly similar to the railway sorting vans. -

It it wonderful how such a prodigious task is accomplished in a
8o thoroughly perfect manner as there is comparitively no machinery.
There are employed in the Postal Department between 80 and 90
thousand servants and every man in this great army has his work to do
at a certain hour anl he does it. There is rarely any failure.

Although there are so many thousands of letters passing through
the post office daily, yet there are but comparitively few which do not
reach their destination. A considerable number are however posted
which present great difficulties to the authorities in delivering. Some
are not addressed at all, others are mis-spelt, mis-directed, insufficiently
addressed or altogether illegible. Numberless for instauce are the
ietters bearing such addresses as

John Smith, Gurdener, Flowerdale,

Circulars especially, are posted in London and other large towns
with addresses no more explieit, relying on the perserverance of the
officials iu finding thzir owners. Mauny county gentlemen seem to
cherish the idea that the names of their mansions should be kunown
equally far and near from their manorial acres.

As a good example of some of the addresses they have to cope
with I bave copied a few from an article on the Returned Letter Office
in a Magazine dated 1564.

Uncle John, ITopposite the Chuarch,
London, Hingland.
Ann M——, Oiley white, Amshire,
(Isle of Wight, Hampshire.)
Ash-ledles in such for John Horsel, Grinder, in the county of
Lestysheer.
(Ashby-de.la.Zouch.)

For Mister Willy wot Brinds de Baber in Lang Gaster ware ¢
gal is.
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(For Mr. Willy what prints the paper in Lancaster where the
gaolis,)

Ashby-de-la=Zouch is a town which gives infinite trouble to letter
writers, there are 50 different ways of spelling the name and few letters
give it right.  The letter for the Lancaster editor contained an essay
by a foreigner against public schools.

(To be continued,)

Beginners us well as advanced collectors who desire to rapidly
increase their collections at a moderate cost and at the same time obtain
nothing but genuine and perfect specimens for their
collections will find they can advantageously do so by
purchasing the ** Excelsior” Stamp Packets. These
packets have for a long time been before collectors,
and their excellent value has been well tested, The

prices range from Gd. upwards. A four page list of
these packets can be obtained post free by application to Messrs.
BUTLER, BROS., Publishers and Foregn Stamp Importers,
Canterbury.

Tew Fssues. .

BRITISH LEVANT.—Three Stamps have been surcharged for

the use of the British Post Office in Turkey.
Adhesive 40 PARAS surcharged in blaek on 2id. Lilac

B 80 " 45 o 6d. Pale Grocw.
o 12 PIASTRES ,, = 2/6 Lilac,

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.—The 1 peso gold, with network has
been surcharged * 5 francos.”

Adhesive 5 francos on 1 peso with network,

FRENCH LEVANT.—France has now followed the example of
England and Germany and has surcharged three stamps for the use of
the French Post Office in Turkey.

Adhesive 1 I'instre on 20c,
Pl R 7he,
S 1 a1 1fe.
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GUINEA.—The 25 reis mauve Cape Verde has been surcharged
GUINE.

Adhesive 25 reis manve, black surcharge.
HONG KONG.—From the Philatelic Pecord we learn, a Stamp
Duty Label of one dollar fifty cents has been used postally.
Fiscal Postal 1 dollar 50 cents.
MACAU.—We have to chronicle four more surcharges for this

colony.
Adhoesives 10 rois on 40 reis blue sarcharged in black,

10 L B 4 grésm i blue,
20 » 80 , grey 3 black.
40 o B0 . grean 5 red

UNITED STATES.—¥rom the Plilatelic Record we quote the
following :—Washington, D.c., July 11th, The Postmaster General
has approved the design for the 10 cents special delivery stamp
authorized by Congress at its last session. The stamp will be abont
twice the size of the ordinary postage stamp, and the shape of a dollar
note.  On the left of the stamp there is a pretty vignette of a messenger
boy iu uniform, across the top are the words UNITED STATES
SPECIAL POSTAL DELIVERY and along the bottom the price of the
stamp, ten (10) ceots, is expressed in figures and letters.  Conspicuous
on the body of the stamp are the words SECURES IMMEDIATE
DELIVERY AT THE SPECIAL DELIVERY OFFICE, The whole design
is very pretty and effective. The Postmaster General yesterday gave
it into the hands of the American Bank Note Company of New York.
VICTORIA.—The 1d. Newsband is now printed in green.

Newsband 1d., Pale Green.

—_—

OQur Contemporaries.

We shall be pleased to send this Journal in exchange for any
philatelical journals published throughout the world. Editors desiring
to make this exchange will kindly inform us, to insore a regular delivery.

We understand, on good authority that the Foreign Stamp Collectors
Journal and the Plilatelic Referee ave to be amalgamated,

—0:0
A. WEINBERG, CORF1, GREECE.
The greatest Dealer of Greek Postage and unpaid letter Stamps
Postcards and Rarities. Price list will be sent Post free oc
request,
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IMPORTANT!
N consequence of 8o fow applications for these Packets we havo been oblizod te

defer th» Draw until November, 1888 Ii the numbers are no
obtained then we shall give Prizes aceording to numbers veceived to close our offer.

Read This ! Read This ! Giveny Away ! Given Away!
! Gr-anddiﬁ%sh Gigtd o e ¥ .. £B0

o G 20
10 Collections of Foreign Stamps, 1,000 var., £8 each BO
14 Pairs Mulready Envelopes, £1 each ... 10
40 Packets Rare Sets Foreign Stamps, 10/- each.. 20
£ 4 " i o 1O
40 b OB, 8

3" 3
200 Rare Sets, 1/- each ...

10
110 Packets Rare Stamps. 2/- each ... o 10
l(‘u " - 1]'_ 2 sae wen sew B
200 P Beautiful Scraps, 1/- each 10
100 Splendid Photo Albums. B/- = 28
100 - Stamp v G4l- 20
3110 A Scrap ~ 4/- . 20
100 Views of London, 8/- each o 18
100 Ladies’ and Gents' Pocket Books 8/~ ... 18
100 Penknives 1/- .

‘ . . 51
Q’-' E offer €300 in prizes. varying from £50 to Is, consisting of 1343
-+ different articles, on condition that we obtain 10,000 applications for the

underm utioned packets, the distribution to take place November st 188¢. I

we obtain the requisite number before, the pifts will be awarded sooner.

No. 1 packet consists of 1060 Rare Furvign Stamps, including various unusod,
post free | /2 abroad 1/5.

No 2 packet. a collection containing 100 Foreign Stamps, all different, man
rare, post free 1 /1, abroad 1/3. 1

No 8 packet covsists of 12 large and beautiful sheets of Scraps, varioms
designs. post froe 1/-, abroad 1/2.

No 4, packet, 150 Foreign Stamps, all different, including rare South Amerien
W. Indien, Envepean, &e., post free 17, abroad 110,

No. 8, Nice set or sets of stamps, either used or unused post free 1/1, abroad 1 /3.

*No. 8, 200 stamps all different, including rare Asiatic, African, West Indian, and
others equally scarco, post free 2/1. abroad 2/6,

0. 7, 2560 Foreign Stamps from all parts of the globe, many scarce, pest fres

4/2 abroad 39,

No. 8, 500 assortad stamps, including somo very rare stawps, post froe 1/1 abroad
lilan

*N

*With No. 6 packet 2 receipts given, No. 7, 3 receipts
~ We refrain from mentioning the stamps the packet will include, as owing to the
immense number that will be sold the packets will be always varying,  We can, however,
guarantee, that the packets alone will be worth the money : the prizes simply being
offered as gifts, as an inducement to patronize ns on future oceasions.

SPECIAL NOTICK.—Any person obtaining orders, and sending remittances for &
packets will receive G receipta and 6 packets in retarn.

PLEASE NOTE.—We must have the number reqnired, otherwise the distribution
of the above gifts will not take place on date named, or until the number is received
Remittances to be made by postal order or |]x!m| ¥ stamps.

The winning numbers will be published in Butler's Philatelic Observer for

: December; 1886,

L. B, & §. K, FERGUSON & €6,

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,
AMBERLEY ROAD, HARROW ROAD, LONDON. W,
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WHITFIELD KING & Co.,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,

PEILATELICAL PUBLISHERS,
LACEY STREET, IPSWICH.

SPECTAL OFIFERs T0 COLLECTORS,

8 i,

Alsnce and Lorraine, with reversed network 1,2, 4, 5, 10, 20, & 25c. sutof sevenfor 1 8

Costa Rica, 1st issue, }, 2 4, reals, and 1 peso x set of four for 2 6
Mauritius, 1838 (Britaunia), vermillion, red-brown, blue,

6d. unperforated, aud G6d. perforated, st of fivefor 2 ¢

Mexico, Porte de Mar 1880 issue, 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, & 100 contavos, sct of six for H

Porsin, Sarvice 1, 2, 5, and 10 shahi wo. sotof four for G

Samon, 1d., 2d., 3d., and 6d .., get of four for 0

Samoa, 1d,, 2d., 3., 6Gd., 9d,, 1s, 2s., and 5s.
Salvador, 18t issue, 4, 1, 2, and 4 reals, .,
Servia, 1869 issue, 2, 10, 20, 25, 35, 40, and 50 paras

- sot of aight for

set of four for
et of soven for
All the above nre Unnsed and ia Good Condition.

Wholesale Quotations will be sent on applieation.

f
0

p— b W 3 T

Collectors are invited to send for our Price List ni Cheap 'ackats and Sets of
Stamps, which will bo sant Gratis and Post Free.  Oar pricss will be found to bear
favourable eomparison with those of any other Firm,

Sheets of Stamps sent on approval

LIST OF WHITFIELD KING & Co.'s PUBLICATIONS,

A detailed Prospoctus of which ean be had on application :—

THE CROWN POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS, newest edition,

2s, 6d., 3s. Gd., Bs., 5. 6d,, and S« 93, : all Post Kroe,

THE UNIVERSAL POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS, 21st edition.

78, 3:1_, 83, 9d,, D8, 9d,, 13s. 3d., 23s. 64, and 26s. ; all Post free.

THE STANDARD COLOR CHART.

Designed to illustrate and identify tho colors of Postage Stamps, ['rinted in 142
colors.  Price 3¢, Post frea.

IMPORTANT TO DEALERS. W publish every alternative wmonth a large and
very complete Wi elesale L.:'sf, which we will send regularly to- any Dealer on
application, Our Stoek is very large, and the prices will, on comparison
be found to average considerably lower than those quotad by any othor Wholasale
Firm.

All Orders are executed the same day as recoived. All Stamps sold by uid aro
WARRANTED GENUINE.

ADDRESS :—

WHITFIELD KING & CO.,

LACEY STREET, IPSWICH,
ESTABLISHED 1869.
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q:d_:.
_ SUBSCRIPTION 1/6 PER ANNUM Post Free
BARGAINS FOR DEALERS ONLY.

Bosnia 5 kr red - - - 1/6 per 100
- well assorted . - 2/6 ', 100

, setsof 7 - 12 sets - 6/-
*Bulgaria (1885) 1 stot - - 1/10 ,, 100
*Constantinople 20p, green - 1/6 , 100
France (Chiffre Taxe) sn;:%;%:llrlg} 4/0 , 100
Roumania, assorted - - - 4/8 , 1000
- Servia, well assorted - - 2/- » 100
Turkey .. w - 1/6 ,, 100

Wurtemburg (Service) assox'ted 1/3 .. 100

Those marked * unused. Exchange business transacted. Stamps sold on
Commissi#n. -Wanted gocd parcels from foreign Dealers for cash or eéxchange,

Selectidns will be sent on approval to Dealers on receipt of good references,
at prices whtc‘h will compare very favourably with theose of any other firm,

mgolcsale’ Aist on Application,

e e

BUTLER BRros., CANTERBURY.

PUBLISHED BY
BUTLER BROS,
WHOLESALE & RETAM. FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS

CANTER BURY, ENCLAND.

-
‘.( ENTERED AT STATIONERS’ HALL.] [ALL RIGHTS RESERVED, I

B}
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NEW STAMP ALBUM
NOW READY, THE FIFTH EDITION OF THE

Imperial Postage Stamp Album,

In Two Volumes, entirely revis:d, and brought up to the
resent date (18835).

Prices Posf Freo and Securely Packed.

No. 5— Crown 4to, on extra stout paper, strongly bonnd in embossed cloth, gilt lettering
sprinkled edges. The two volumes, 14s. 6d.

No. 6.—Crown 4to, on extra stout paper, superior emboesed cloth, ornamental gilt lettering

: and border, The two volumes, 17s.

No. 7.—Crown 4te, on extra stout paper, handsomely bound, with gilt lettering and
ornaments, bevelled boards, gilt edges, and patent expanding clasp. The two
volumes, 19s. 6d.

No, 8.—Crown 4to, on superior r;nalitg] paper, handsomely bound, extra gilt, bevelled
boards, gilt edges, and patent ex?m ing clasp. The two volumes, 22s. 6d.

No. 9 —Crown 4to, on superior quality paper, handsomely bound in moroceo relief, gilt
edges, two patent expanding clasps. The two volumes, 82s, 6d.

Uniform with the above, being designed as a companion Volume,

The Fmperial Post Card Elbum.

No. 5a.—8tyle No. 5 (see nb%ve}. post free, 45. 2d. No. 6a.—Style No. 6 or 7 (see above),
post free, 5s.8d.  No. 8a.—Btyle No. 8 (see above), post free, 8s. Bd.  No. %a.—8tyle
No. 9 or 10 (see above), post free, 11s, 3d,

Tllustrated 12 page prospectus post free on application.
Stanley, Gibbons, & Co., 8, Gower Street, London, W.C,

J. H. LACY & Co,,
BOTHEBEITHE, S.E, BERGLEARD,

WHOLESALE DEALERS IN
POSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS
AND COMMISSION AGENTS, ESTABLISHED 1871,

Have a large stock of Stamps of all countries for Sale at prices that cannct be equalled.

Wholesale price list, contains many lines of Valvable Stam ot erall ted
wholesale, Post Free. P pLee

PARCELS SOLD AS IMPORTED.

This system insures a Parcel, large or small heing obtained undivided. Purchasers
have stamps at special prices and are not likely to be undersold. List issued periodically
offers also Stamps of other Dealers, held by us for sale on commission. Exchange trade
has special attention devoted to it. Foreign and Colonial Dealers are invited to send
consignments, which we shall be glad to have for Cash or Exchange.

Provisionals, New Issues, and general regular supplies
required.

~ J. H. LAQCY, & Co,
ROTHERHITHE, S.E. ENGLAND.
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“En Passant.”

Mr. Patrick Chalmers, whose name is doubtless well known to
our readers, has prepared for circulation another pamphlet entitled
“ Important additional evideuce, in behalf of James Chalmers, in papers
bequeathed to the South Kensington Museum Library, by the late Sir
Heury Cole,” Everyone who has watched this controversy, or who is
interested in the question at issue are recommmended to procure a copy
of this pamphlet. It throws important additional light on the Chalmer's
claim and is viewed by some as sufficiently conclusive evidence to
entirely dispense with further regard to the truthfuluess of the
Rowland IIill theory. Whether My, Chaliners will ever succeed in
making his grievance a really national one or wot requires more than
human prophecy to decide at present. Usage and enstom have a great
deal to do with it. 'What we have been used to look upon as history,
takes unlimited persuasion sometimes to assure us to the eontrary, that
our old belief is incorrect, and in the case before our notice that Sir
Rowland Hill after all was not the man to whom wo are indebted for
the Penny Postage Stamp.

- -

- »» *
We desire to wara our readers aguinst forgeries of the Persinn 5
Krahn 1878 issue, some excellent imitations of which may be met

with,
* * - . »

This is what Zruth says: Not fifty miles from London there is
a rural postman, who, twenty years ago, was thonght to be medically
unfit for a permanent appointwent. He was therefore made a
temporary letter carrier, Ilis wages are 12/- a week. He has to walk
thirty five miles u day. e is liable to iustant dismissal, is not eligible
for any peusion, and enjoys uo sanual holiday. In Eoglaud we do not

buy or sell our slaves ; we only hire them temporarily”
- - * B .
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NEW STAMP ALBUM

NOW READY, THE FIFIr'd EDITION OF THE

Imperial Postage Stamp Album,

In Two Volumes, entirely reviszd, and brought up to the
present date (1885).
Prices Post Free and Securely Packed.

No. 5— Crown 4to, on extra stout paper, strongly bonnd in embossed cloth, gilt lettering
sprinkled edges, The two volumes, 14s. 6d.

No. 6.—Crown 4to, on extra stout paper, superior embossed cloth, ornamental gilt lettering
and border. The two volumes, 17s.

No. 7.—Crown 4ie, on extra stout paper, handsomely bound, with gilt letteriog and
ornaments, bevelled boards, gilt edges, and patent expanding clasp. The two
volumes, 19s. 6d.

No, 8.—Crown 4to, on superior quality paper, handsomely bound, extra gilt, bevelled
boards, gilt edges, and patent expanding clasp. The two volumes, 22=, td.

No. 9 —Crown 4to, on superior quality paper, handsomely bound in morocco relief, gilt
edges, two patent expanding clasps. The two volumes, 32s, 6d.

Uniform with the above, being designed as a companion Volume,

The Fmperial Post Card Ellbum.

No. 5a—S8tyle No. 5 (=ee above), post free, 45. 2d. No. fa,—Style No. 6or 7 (see above),
post free, 58, Bd. No. #a. —Style No. 8 (see above), post free, Bs. Bd. No. fa.—Btyle
No. 9 or 10 (see above), post free, 11s, 3d,

Tllustrated 12 page prospectus post free on application.
Stanley, Gibbons, & Co., 8, Gower Street, London, W.C.

J. H. LACY & Co,,
BOTHEBBITER, S.B. BEREGLARD,

WHOLESALE DEALERS IN
POSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS
AND COMMISSION AGENTS, ESTABLISHED 1871, :

Have a large stock of Stawps of all countries for Sale at prices that cannct be equalled,

Wholesale price list, contains many lines of Valvable Stamps not generally quoted
wholesale. Post Free.

PARCELS SOLD AS IMPORTED.

This system insures a Parcel, large or small heing obtained undivided. Purchasers
have stamps at special prices and are not likely to be undersold. List issned periodically
offers also Stamps of other Dealers, held by us for sale on commission. Exchange trade
has special attention devoted to it. Foreign snd Colonial Dealers sre invited to send
consignments, which we shall be glad to have for Cash or Exchange.

Provisionals, New Issues, and general regular supplies
required.

J H. LACY, & Co,
ROTHERHITHE, S.E. ENGLAND.
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“XEn Passant.”

Mr. Patrick Chalmers, whose name is doubtless well known to
onr readers, has prepared for cirealation snother pamphlet entitled
# Importast additional evidence, in behall of James Chaliwers, in papers
bequeathed to the South Kensington Museum Library, by the late Sir
Heory Cole.””  Everyoue who has watched (his controversy, or who is
interested in the qaestion at issae are recommended to procure a copy
of this pamphlet. It throws inportant additional lighe on the Chalmer's
claim and is viewed by some as safliciently conclusive evidence to
eutirely dispense with further regard to the trathiuliess of the
Rowland IIill theory. Whether Me. Chaliers will ever succeed in
making his grievance a veally national one or not rvequires nore than
human prophecy to decide at present.  Usago and costomn have a great
deal to do with it, What we have been used to look upou as history,
takes unlimited persuasion sometines to assurve us to the coutrary, that
our old Lelief is incorrect, and in tho case before our notice that Sic
Rowlaud ITill after all was not the man to whom woe are indebted for
the Penuy Postage Stawp.

- L] - L] o

We desire to wara our readers against forgeries of the Persian 5
Krahn 1878 issue, some excellent imitations of which may be moet
witls,

* " » » *
This is what Zreth says: Not fifty miles from Loudon there is
4 rural postmian, who, twenty years ago, was thonght to be medically
unfit for a pecmavent appointiwent. Ile  was therefore made a
Emporary letter carrier, 1lis wages are 12/~ a week.  He has to walk
thirty five miles u day., e is liable 1o iustant disinissal, is not eligible
for auy peusion, and enjoys no anual holiday,  In Bogland we do unot

buy or sell our slaves ; we only hire them temporarily”
- " L " -
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_————ee,—_—_—————

We need be chary of what we accept as gospel now-a-days,
It seems that the recently chronicled surcharged Senegal labels, owe
their existence, so far as the overprinting is concerned, to the “complais-
ance of a Post Office.” An official letter published Le Timbra Poste states
that the precise cause of their issup was that some colonial offices
were not supplied with the usnal date or obliterating stamps and were
thus compelled to use this means of cancellation. We may take it for
granted this statement is not far wrong and those who are nufortunate
enough to have copies intheir possession must comfort themselves as
best they can with the fact that their surcharged Senegal labels are
less valuable to day than they were vesterday. Bnt is it not time that
this toying with a certain section of the public shoulp be stopped ?
We think no object is more worthy of the interference of the wuthorities
at this moment. Probably however it would be a matter of great diffi-
culty now to find the person really responsible for the issne of
these labels; although the fraud is none the less a transgression of
the law becanse the difficulty attending the detection of the offender
is unusually great.

. - - »

We have heard of the red-hot platinum wire as a preventive
against the use of stamps for prepayment of postages a second time, and
its adoption in the ** Black Cabinet™ of the Madrid Post Ofice in its
inguisitorial business,  Various anthorities in fact everyone competent
to quote upon the subject were, until recently, qnite satistied that this
gabiucte negro was a thing of the past and its doings fully entitled to be
considered a matter of Listory.,  As regards the use of the platinum
wire perhaps they were vight.  But il we are to believe the disclosures
lately made in the columns of the Zimes, in the publication of corres-
pondence from its official representative in Madrid, the operations of
this institution, the black eabinet, is in working order again with every
modern Facility behind it In the present system the sharpest of
knives and a powerful cement does the necessary work and ‘he artists
are said to do their part admirably. Serions accidents ara reported
however, conseqnent as a matter of course, upon the wholesule
operations carried on, and to quote the correspoudent, * the receiver of
a letter is sometimes not a little astonished to find inside hi . envelope
a letter addressed to somebody else from a place and by a person to
him ntterly unknown.” It is reported that the private letters of an
ex-mmister have not been excepted from cho inguisition and probably if
the truth was Lnown this is the canse of the present siir in the matter,
It is a notorions fact thit the confidence placed in the Spunish Post
Office by the British Government is very restricted,

- 4 - - -

Heve is avotber item for disenssion by the eurions. A foreign
contemporary siated recently (and of conrse it bas been copind into the
English jonrnals) that the English 2%d, valne in blue has been seen by a
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certaian contributor to M. Moe's paper, surcharged “ Cyprus;” the
writer at thie same time expressing some doubt of its being a goennine
issue. U questionably he is right., We believe wo are correct in
asserting that this stamp has never been beard of in Eugland, surchar-
ged as described, mech less chrouicled,

- - » - -

One of our subscribers writes, that just before the alteration in
the telegraph rates to the minimun charge of Gd. he saw one of the
usual blank forms with the old 1 /- octagonal stamp embossed in the
right band upper corner, but does not know whether such forms are
still in isrue, uuder the reduced tariff. While thanking him for
informatior of the item, we may add that to the best of onr belief these
embossed forms have been issued to large business houses for some
years past and probably these shilling ones will be sncceeded by stamped
6d. forms,

- LVRE™ * 5 #

The subject of the use of bronzes in printing stamops has
received le s atteation than perliaps any other of the more or less
noticeable ‘eatures of the stamp waild,  Possibly this is due to its
somew hat Ybsenre nature and its prospeetiveappenranee at first sight an
item apparcatly devoid of interest to the ordinavy reader which would
prompt the average writer to reject it, at any i.te as subject matter. We
veuture o submit however the following result of a cursory glance
throngh au advanced collection, which we recently made, with the view
of compiling « list of stamps printed in bronzes, 1hat is to say, in gold,
silver and Hronze, which ure severally known to the printing world by
the cognonen of *“bronzes.” In loeal post sramps, especially those
coming frcm the United States, gold and silver bronzes arve plentifully
nsed, the Tormer however predominating ; and in the Russian Rural
district labols a liberal application to many of the issnes will be found.
As our col'ection did not include Hamburg *locals” we caunot quote
with regard to these labels, nor should we have cured to have dooe so
had the all.um we inspected, contained them. We bhave on previons
ocensions stated that our sympathy with these particolar labels is very
limited. OFf the 1881-3 series for use in the Copenhagen lacal post, the
10, 25 anc 50 ore vwlues were printed in gold,  \We noticed a fair
example of the Dominican Republic 1580 .1 peso also printed in gold
bronze. A\ Finland local for Tammerfors atiracted our attention—the
blending f blue and bronze colour presents a pleasing effect, this was
the 12 pemia issued in 1874, The 1 franc of the 1877 series for
Franee avl the same value in the 1881 issue arve familar to most of us
although good copies retaining the bronze iutact are scarce. It is
worth noting that the nse of these bronees is evidently becoming less
which may be attributed to their unserviceable pature. This may be
noticed iu the 1868 Holland 50c¢. gold. which was supplanted 4
years latcy by a stamp of more wearable colour; and again in the
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Ttalian 18305 seriva of which the three lire valne althongh in use some
16 vesrs was at Jast superseded  The 5 and 2 Sen of Japan. 1876-9
issues respeetively appenr in o green hronze and good specimens are
uneommon, iovery revent additon from Thind. consisting of the Imperial
1 suna envelope with brown stanp embossed, surcharged with the
name of the alate i stlver, Proves a very elfective treatinent, bat the
least mbbing displaces some of the  bronze which strengthens the
experiencn vespeetine the vse of hrouzes.  The Persian & kraho of
1878 e printed e deop golds and spon referring to our cutalogue we
find also that the 10 crabin of the same series appeared in bronze on
Blue white and yellow papers, Yery Tew abums ¢an boast of a couple
ol copies oF the Hrat isswe Span—City of Moalrid,. The | and 3 caarto,
issued 11 1553 were both privted v bronze, Jirtle of which however
vewming.  The 1862 1 frape of Switzeddawd in woll hrovze, is well
kenowwa., ling seaviee 7 ) (e G0 ol vhie same issue which also appears in
branze. The 1 eane 9 now peinted in waroon A very good copy of
the Austrsdinn 1=on Gdeine bronze completes the list of these stamps
ma le duarigg o brief dnspeetion © the colleetion referred to which was
an advanced one, Lt donbtiess a diligent search throungh a good cata-
logue would bring to light some orhers.

Tho eomparative uselessness of tlhiese hronzes in postage
stamps i« greatly doe to the provcss ot application in the manufacture
of the lubels. o prodnea a bronze print it is tirst necossary for an
impres<ion to bo tukon with @ soluzion of #ize or an ink of light eolour
anil the hronze in a line powderod state is then applicd with a canel
liair or similiar brush. With very littlo wear of tho nature to which
postage stivnps ave ustually put, the bronze comes off leaving belind
1% the origimd teosiment colar or solatien nf <ze asthe case may be.
This aceounty for the existeneo of go many stamps, which, although
catalogiod as hronzs printed, may frequently be met with in a eolor
totally wide of vither gold, silver, or brouze,

Sonie suggestions for Postal
Retorm.

Without any wish to say I am more capable of undertaking the
superintendence of that vast picee of machinery, the British Post Office,
than any one who lLas hitherto undertaken the t_aﬁk,] think 1 chall
succecd in showing the readers of 1his paper that onr present Postal
system is in many ways fue Lelind that of many continentul nations
this surely should not be, when we consider Grent Britain was first
in establishing the Penny Post, but it is 100 true that now we follow
the ways of other nations, being unable 1o get any newer and better
ways of providing for the correspondence of this country.  Germany
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and several other conntries have i Poneumatic post in the United States,
a Special Delivery Service has just been organised, so that a letter posted
attne special Delivery office, bearing a stamp of ten cents value, ivsures
its immediate delivery ; thus in many ways being almost equal to our latest
innovation, the Sixpnny Telegram, although this Special Delivery
Service only covers the servico in the town in which it is posted

I would suggest an alteration in our Registration regulations, we
are at present asked, to pay a fee of twopence, the only benefit we derive
is, if the letter is lost or stolen swhile in the care of the Postal officials,
the Postmaster General, will componsute the sender for a sum not exceed-
ing Two pounds, Why cuivot we have a shiding seal 7 for instance a fee
of one penny mignt be eharged for letters that do not contain articles of
value but of which the sender desires 1o have u receipt for their delivery ;
then conmmmence with our present fee of twopence for letters contuining
coin or articles of value, and so graduated that any amount may be sent
with equal safety, this wonld not entail a greater risk upon the Post
office authori ies as they are so very careful of Registered letrers that it is
almost 1mpossible to lose even one in fuet 1 believe a graduated Regris-
tration fee would produce a large increase to the revenue of the Post
Office.

Now the charge of #d wpon a letter containing coin or any
article of value, posted in any letter box instead of takmg it to an
official and obtaining a receipt for if, is very excessive. and in many
instances s done in ignorance, pechaps Staup Dealers refuse more of
these unpaid Registered letters than sny other {radesmen, if the
anthorities think it necessary to charge a higher fee, certainly 3d or 4d
would pay very well indeed, the work is practically the same, except
the postman has to colleet the ewghtpence. A letter contaiuing unused
Postage stamps is liable to this fee, of conrse only a very few of the
letters containing stamps are discovered. It may be very necessary
to keep temptation from the postmen and sorters, but how canany one send
say fivepence or mixpence in a letter, postul orders ave not issued for
such a small sum so the sender must pay twopence for the Registration
fee, one penny for postage, thus costing 3d to send 5d, now this is a
most absord regulation, it would be far better if a sum of two shillings
were the highest amount that might be euclosed in anu nnregistered letter,

(To ba conlinued.)

Tew  Fssuces.

ANGOLA,—Aun alteration hus been mwade in the colours of the two
following stamps :—

;\1“1(‘.--i\'r.’$ 0o a I'E(!
L - violet,
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.—VFiscal stamps are now being used in
this colony for postal duiy.

Fiscal Postals—2d. lilae,
4, '

wmk, ¢, ¢, and crown.

= [T " 1]
6l " H b4 " "
Sd- »r L » " L]
1/- chocolate =, "
/- grecn « " i "

CAPE VERDE—The 20 and 25 reis stamps have undergone g
chauge of colour, .
Adhesives—20 reis - ved.

25 4 - violet

FRENCH COLONIES (St. Pierre and Miquelon.)—The 40 c.
stamps of 1877 issue has been surcharged in Gothic capitals, with
figures of value al top, S. P. M. nnder.,

Adhosives—10 ¢. on 40c. - varmilion and hlack.
15¢c. on 40 ¢c. -

" ]

GWALIOR.—The following stamps of British India have been
surcharged Gwalior in Roman capitals horizontally. The cards and
envelopes in additiou to the surcharge bear a coat of arms.

.\d,lmaivca—}l anoa, graan, blaek surchargo.
" brown, i "
1, 6 pios., drab, b “
b o b!uu, ¥ "
& gieen, rod 3
R b i buff, black )
B lilac, - 1
1 Rupee, grey, rod i
Ensvelopes—4§ arna, green, arms nnd surcharga in rod
y [ brown, arms brown, surchargs in black,
Postcards—4} o, brown, arms brown, surchargo in black.

4 plus { anna, brown,  arms brown, surcharga in black.

JHIND,—Jbind bas a new issue, for which the stamps of British
India bave been surcharged,

Adhbesives—} anunu, groemn, black surcharge.
" brown, i ¥
2 m blue, v .
, T groon, . i
8 violut, a0 ",
1 Rupnn, E”—‘)‘r (1] "
Favelopos—)4 auna, srenn, red b
il rown silver and brown surcharge.
OMeial Adhesives—} nnna, green, black surcharge.
- brown, o =
2 N blne, e i
Posteards— 4 anna, brown, ~ o

3 plus dunon,

" " "
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LABUAN.—A provisional adhesive has apprared by the surcharg-
ing of the 16 cents blue with the valne 2 cents in black
Adbesive—2 conts ou 16 conts blus, black surcharge,

MACAQ —3Similar to the A gola and Cape Verde stamps above
chronicled, two stamps have bee. changed in colour,
Adhesivea—20 rejs, red,

25 i violet,
MONACO.—The following is a list of the stamps issued.
Adhesives— 1 e, - oliva groy, on white,

2 e - grey violet.

b oo, - hlue.

10 o, = red brown, on huff,

16 & - TOSA.
25 e, - groon.

40 e, - deep slate, on rose.
i A - blaek,

1 frane - bloek, on yellow.

5 Iranes. earmine, on groenish groy.

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.—The 4 c. postcard has been sur-
charged in small Roman capitals 3 cents.
Posteard—3 ¢. on 4 ¢, - rod brown, black surcharge,

ST. THOMAS and PRINCE—Change of colonrs.

Adhesivas— 20 reis - red,
2 5 - violet,

TURKEY.,—From a contemporary we note that the b piastres is
now printed i1n red brown, on salmon,
Adhesive—3 piastres - red brown, on salmon

R

Thistory of the Post Office.
( Continuel)

When it has been ascertsined that nothing more can be done
to etfect the delivery of animperfectly or improperly addressed letter, it
only remsins to have it sent back to the writer==This is done if possible
withont the letter being opened. If the eovelope bears a name or
address printed on it, it will not be openad Imt forwarded back according
to this address. This arrangement has however led to serious mistakes
and confusion, so much 8o that tho Postmaster General has repeatedly
had to appeal to the public on the subject,  The letters have frequently
fallen into the wrong hands through people nsing other people’s business
envelopes, The remedy of course lies with the writers themseives.

In 1861 the Saving Bank was introduced and in 1869 the Govern-
ment bought the Telegraph and placed them under control of the Post
office. A still luter iinprovement i the Establishment of the Parcels
Post, The saying that there is nothing wow wnder the sun is well
Mustrnted here  We find a similar institution in the time of Queen Anne,
The fo'lowing items will give a ool iden of the sort of articles fran' ed
thruugh the over-sea post about that date, They are from a volume
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containing Entries relating to 1703 found wmong the records of 8,
Martins-le-grand.

Ttem. 3 suits of cloaths for u nobleinan's ludy at the court of Portugal

Item, T'wo bales of stockings for the use of the ambassador of the King
of Portugal.

Item. A deal case with 4 flitches of bacon for Mister Pennington of
Rotterdam,

Item. Eleven coaple of houndes for Major-General Ompeach.

Eutries are also fouud of
Two Servant maids going as luundresses to my Lord Ambassador Methuen

Dr Criclhiton carrying with him a cow and divers other necessaries.

We are nottold whether Dr. Crichton and his cow were duly marked with
the London free-mark stamp before they wre posted. At the time there
were no ndhiesive stamps to app'y to them.

The FPostal Telegraphic and  Telephonic  Gazetle states
that the number of parce s travsmicted by the Parcels Post in its
first weok of business was 250 345, Lo the eighth week ending Sept 25
the nuwber bad iucreased to 370,119,

Although the TMoee's Post arrangemeats have been very
extensive and elabiorate yet thor s still grent room for improvement
and the mmonut of bosiness has somc-what disappointed its projectors
Suech then is the history of the growthoof our great Postal System. 1
have sa d votloug aboat the dilferent fssues of stamps envelopes. and
cards; their chunges aud varieties have been described in uumerons
catalogues und it would bo out of place in this articte to euter further into
the subject.

(The End )

Our Contemporarics.

The Plilatelie Star, this jwrual coutinues to improve, with
the commencemeut of vol. il some fucther uprovements  are promised.

The Stamp Nees. The Sept. part appeared dated My to Sept.
consisting of 12 pages this fucludes five numbers in one. The
subscription to this magazine is 26 per anium, As the pubiisher
consider it fair to publish their maguzine oy this princip'o we presume
subscribers receive about three nmwbers for their monsy,  Can one
wonder that so many coliectors fear to give theie support to Philatelic
Journals.  Withoat wishing to sy a4 woaed izainst the gond inteutions
of the publishers, we question if the principle is a Just one !

Tho=o of our readers who are Tond of a game of chance should
should rvead the advertisement of Messes Ferguson. on the cover of this
magazine,

Messrs J. al. Lacy & Co are selling somo wonderfully cheap
paciu.—lu oi Clivistinas  cards, we huve seen Bn.mplcs and can sS4y they
re  mmarvels of cheapuness.
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IMPORTANT!

N consequnence of so fow applications for these Packets wo have been obliged to
defer tho Draw until Novembe', 1888 Ii ths numbers are not
obtainel then we shall give Prizes according to numbers receivel to zlose our offer.

Read This ! Read This ! Given Away ! Given Away !
Wiyl £30

2 20
10 Collections of Foreign Stamps, 1.000 var., £5 each BO
10 Pairs Mulready Envelopes, £1 each ... 10
10 Packets Rare Sets Foreign Stamps, 10/- each.. 20
£ " " 1) £ ’— a4 aes I.O
40 : 4 - 2 B 3

200 Rare Sets, 1/- each ... - '6 - 10
153 Packets Rare Stamps, 2/- each ... oo 10

1 1] “ 1/- W e e sne 5

200 % Beautiful Scr'aps{, 1'- each 10

100 Splendid Photo Albums. 5/- " . 28
lo:‘ " Stramp " 4!‘ " ses e 20
100 7 Scrap " &= 20

10 Views of London, 8/- each 18

160 Ladies' and Gents' Pocket Books 3/- 18

100 Penknives 1/- B

Eﬁ‘-’ E offer £300 in prizes. varying from #£30 to ls, cobnsisting of 1343

N different articles. on condition that we obtain 10,000 applications for the

underm wtioned packets, the distribution to take place November Ist 1886. If

wo obtain the reyuisite number befare, the gifts will be awarded sooner,

NoO. 1 packet consists of 1000 Rare Foreign Stamps, including various unused,
post free 1/2, abroad 1/5.

No 2 packet. a collecrion containing 100 Forcign Stamps, sll different, many
rare, post free 1/1, ahroad 1/3.

No 8 packet consists of 12 large and beautiful sheets of Scraps, varions
designs. post free 1/-, abroad 1/2,

No 4, packet, 150 Foreign Stamps, all differen’, including rare South America
W. Indian, European, &c., post free 1/7, abroad 1/10.

No. B, Nica set or sets of stamps, either used or unused post free 1/1, abroad 1/,

*No. 8, 20 siamps all different, including rare Asiatic, African, West Indian, snd
others equally scarce, post free 2/1, abroad 2/6.

*No. 7, 250 Foreign Stamps [rom all parts of the globe, many scarce, pest free
4[2 abroad 3/9,

No. 8, 500 assorted stamps, including som? very rare stamps, post fres 1/1 abroad
13,

*With No. 6 packet 2 receipts given, No. 7, 3 receipts )

We refrain from mentioning the stamps the packet will include, as owing to the
immense number that will be sold the packets will be always varying. We can, however,
guarantee, that the packets alone will be worth the mouey: the prizes simply being
offered as gifts, as an inducement to patrovize us on future ocoasions. .

SPE( IAL. NOTICFE,—Any person obtaining orders, and sending remittances for §
packets will reseive 6 receipts and 6 packets in return. A >

PLEASE NOTE.—We must have the number required, otherwise the distribution
of the above gifts will not take place on date pamed, or until the number is received. .
Remittances to be made by postal order or penny stamps.

ps
The winning numbers will be published in Butler's Philatelic Obaerver for
December, 1836,

L B, & §. K. FERGUSON & €0,

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,
AMBERLEY ROAD, EARROW ROAD, LONDON. W,
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WHITFIELD KING & Co.,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,

AND

PHILATELICAL PBBLISHERS,
LACEY STREET, IPSWICH.

SPECIAL OH-ER* TO ‘..OLLECTORS.

K Al
Alsace and Lorraine, with reversed network 1,2, 4, 5,10, 20, & 25¢. set of sevenfor 1 6
Costa Rica, 1st issue, }, 2, 4, reals, and 1 peso ... 3 set of four for 2 ¢
Mauritius, 1858 (Britaonia), vermillion, red-brown, blue,
6d. unperforated, and 6d. perforated, sot of five for 2 ¢
Moxico, Porte de Mar 1880 issue, 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, & 100 centavos, set of six for 3 6
Porsia, Service 1, 2, 5, and 10 shabi .. sot of four for 1 6
Samon, 1d., 2d., 3d., and 6d . -7 set of fourfor 1 0
Samon, 1d., 2d., 3d,, 64., 94d., ls 28, and 55, ., set of eight for 4 0
Salvador, 18t i issua, é ) % nnd -l renlq set of four for 2 6
Sorvia, 1869 issue, 2, 10, 20, 25, 35, 40, and 50 pama .. Sotof soven for 1 0

All the above are Unused and in Good Condition.
Wholesale QuoLaLions will be sent on application.

Collectors are invited o send Ior our !'nce List of Cheap I'sckots and Sets of
Stamps, which will be sent Gratis and Post Free. Our prices will be found to bear
favourable comparison with those of any other Firm,

Sheels of Stamps sent on approval.

LIST OF WHITFIELD KING & Co.'s PUBLICATIONS,

A detailed Prospectus of which ean be had on application :—
THE CROWN POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS, newest edition.
2s, B6d., 3s, 6d., 5s., 0s. 6d., 8s., and 9s.: all Post Free.
THE UNIVERSAL POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS. 2lst edition.
7e. 3d., 8s. 9d., Js, 9d., 18s. 3d., 23s. 6d. snd 26s. ; all Post free.

THE STANDARD COLOR CHART.

Designed to illustrate and identify the colors of Postage Stamps. Printod in 142
colors. Price 3s., Post free.

IMPORTANT TO DEALERS. Wae publish avery alternative month a largo and
very complete Wiolesale List, which we will send regularly to any Dealor on
application, Our Stock is very large, and the prices will, on comparison
be found to average considerably lower than those quoted by any other Wholesale
Firm,

All Orders are exeeuted the same da ived,  All Stamps sold by us am
WARRAX T D (JILVLI\'

ADDRESS :—

WHITFIELD KING & CO.,

LACEY STREET, 1PSWICH,
ESTABLISHED 1869.
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SUBSCRIPTION 1/6 PER ANNUM Post Free.

ABROAD 2s, POST FREE.

BUTLER BROS.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

POREIGH STAMP IMPORTERS,

CANTERBURY, ENGLAND.

Publish monthly a wholesale list, the prices in which will
be found to compare very favourably with those of other
dealers.
IMPORTANT NOTIOE TO FOREIGN DEALERS.
We desire to receive consignments of stamps in exchange
for stamps from our wholesale list, exchange will be sent per
return mail. Good stamps only required.
ATTENTION:—desirons faire un échange avec les
marchands daus tous les pays da monde. Liste de gros nous
envoyons sur demandé a tous les marchands.
ACHTUNG. Wir suche Tauschverbindung mit Brief-
marken Handlunger in allen Liindern der Welt. Engros Preisliste
franco,

BUTLER BROS. CANTERBURY, ENGLAND,

PUBLISHED BY
BUTLER BROS.,
WHOLESALE & RETAIL FOREIGN STAMP IMPORAIR
CANTERBURY, ENCLAND.

p L

ENTERED AT STATIONERS' HALL.] [ALL RIGHTS RESERVED,

T g i
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NEW STAMP ALBUM

NOW READY, THE FIFI'H EDITION OF THE

Imperial Postage Stamp Album,

In Two Volumes, entirely revis:d, and brought up to the
present date (1885).
Prices Post Free and Securely Packed.

No. 5—Crown 4to, on extra stont paper, strongly bonnd in embossed cloth, gilt lettering
sprinkled edges. The two volumes, 145, Gd. :

No. 6, —Crown 4to, on extra stout paper, superior embossed cloth, ornamental gilt lettering
and border, The two volumes, 17s. .

No. 7—Crown 4te, on extra stout paper, handsomely bound, with gilt lettering and
ormaments, bevelled boards, gilt edges, and patent expanding clasp, The two
volumes, 19s. tid.

No. 8.—Crown 4to, on superior quality paper, handsomely bonnd, extra gilt, bevelled
hoarids, gilt edges, and patent expanding clasp, The two volumes, 22z, Gd,

No. 9 —Crown 410, on superior quality paper, handsomely bound in morocco relief, gilt
edges, two patent expanding elasps.  The two volumes, 32s, fid.

Uniform with the above, being designed as a companion Volume,

The Fmperial Post Card Elbum.

No. da —Etyle No. 5 (see above), post free. 45, 2d,  No. Ga.—8tyle No. Gor 7 (zec above),
post free, Hs. Bd. No. #a.—S8tyle No. 8 (see above), post free, 85, 8d. No. 9a.—Style
No. 9 or 10 (see above), post free, 11s. 3d,

Illustrated 12 page prospectus post free on application.
Stanley, Gibbons, & Co., 8, Gower Street, London, W.C.

J. H LACY & Co,

WHOLESALE DEALERS IN
POSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS,
AND COMMISSION AGENTS, ESTABLISHED 1871,

Have a large stock of Stamps of all countries for Sale at prices that cannct be equalled.

Wholesale price list, contains many lines of Valuable Stamps not generally quoted
wholesale, Post Free.

PARCELS SOLD AS IMPORTED.

This system insures a Pareel, large or small heing obtained undivided. Purchasers
have stamps at gpecial prices and are not likely to be undersold. List issned periodically
offers also Stamps of other Dealers, held by us for sale on commission. Exchange trude
has special attemition devoted to it. Foreign and Colonial Dealers arve invited to send
consignments, which we shall be glad to have for Cash or Exchange.

Provisionals, New Issues, and general regular supplies
required.

J BT, h e
ROTHERHITHE, S.E. ENGLAND.
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“XEn [Passant.”

There is an announcement in print that a copy of the 40c of the
third issue of Sardinia has been unearthed, printed in blue, the color of
the 20¢c and postmarked “7TORTON A 18 Mar. 4. 4.5.,” The origio of
the subject of the discovery is accounted for by the fact that in the
course of manufacture three separate operations were necessary to the
completion of the process, and some of the errors caused by this lengthy
developement would be sure to escape detection at the hands of the
official inspectors . but there is also a possibility that the label in
question is a fresh sample of the refuse left on the premises of the
contractor for the supply of these stamps, of which there was a great
deal. We were under the impression however, that it had long ago
been attentively picked over, aud every possible variety of error and
failure, for which the years 1868 and 1869 were so notorious, had
each in turn been thoroughly well advertised and following perhaps the
eternal fitness of things, now become forgotten. DBut this appears not
to be the case. The postmark on the newly discovered variety
leads one to suppose that so comforting a calculation is closely akin
to building castles in the air. The precise wording of the cancelling
stamp is given above, and to the date we direct especial notice. Now
the April of 1854 is pretty generally allowed to be the date of the first
issue of stamps for Sardinia, although it is quite within the range of
practical possibility, that the admission is not based on any official
record ; still the views of known theorists should count for something ; it
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can be admitted that this aud ather questions of a similar nature bave
been made their special study and in this light then should we respect
a decision as ha< hitherto been accepted with. ut remark. Too much
haste in abandoning the old faith is to be deprecated, especially in
miatters annlogous to the one before our noties.  If however the new
40c. although but a trivial variety, brings with it any authoritative
weirht we shall all of us be prejared to learn the new 1 sson concerning
the date of Sardipia's first issue with somewhat less heaurt burmng than
woi'd be the case if we had to found a vew beliet on the opinion of an
enthusiastic discoverer.

Our Brussels contemporary describes a wonderful surcharge on
the post card of Gore for Sweden., which is said to completely cover
the requived stamp. The overprint consists of a cireular design, in the
centre of which, on a colored ground is the numoeral 5, represeutiug the
provisional va'ue. A circular band of color bears the inscription
KONGL SVENSKA POST VERKET, aud the value also expressed

in words. The surcharge is impressed in blue,

- - - - -

Tha Spanish Government are responsible for the ground work of
a Postal administraticn in RIO DE ORO which we may explain in
directoy phraseology, is a place of growivg moportance on the West
Coast of Africa, lat. 28* or thereabonts, The Sc. 10e, and 15e, stamps
of the Spanish current issue bave been officially noted with an appro-
priate surcharge, which by the way, appears to have been impressed
by recourse to a hand stamp. The sppearance of the words in the
surcharge in some iustances are reported to be indistinct and even
irregular. There has of late Leen a gradual increase of trads in various
branches at Rio de Oro, principally bowever with the interior, and the
Home Government has probably been alive to the future value of the
place and scted accordingly. We believe the establishment of a post
office hiere is intended in a great mensure to secure a substantial proof

that it is to the Spanish Government that the settlement owes its
allegiance,

- . * * .

We understand that Mr. €, B, Harness of London, has com-
municated a proposal to the authorities that the present one penny
stamp ghonld be perforated diagonally and either half be made available
for use as a half-penny stamp, A cirenlar has been issued explainiog
the merits of the soggestion and altlongh the opinion of the heads of
the Post Office is not yet known (Lere has been somwe free comments ou
the proposal by the press. In addition to the fact that partially can-
celled penny stamps can be bought for a nominal price, the question
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might ba put to the author of the suggestion, on what grounds he
supposed the innovation of this deseription wonld materially improve
existing arrangements 7 Is there any necessity for the change? The
perforation across the stamp wonld, we think, render the process of
separating one whole stump intact from the other extremely difficult ;
and it might nlso be pointed out that the size of the present half-penny
label is not a bit too large for convenient management. There can be
no doubt too, but that the introduction of such a scheme would at once
result in the devilopement of a vast mine of wealth, wherewith those
who might well turn their ability to better account, would and could
easily defraud the department to an extent hardly to be estimated. We
are not blaming Mr. Harness for bringing his suggestion forward, we
should have liked it better had it been of a somewhat more practical
nature

In our last issue we made some passing reference to a commun-
ication from one of our readers about the telegraph forms bearing the
embossed stamp, representing the fee for transmission of the message.
As we anticipated there is a “sixpenny ” form in cireulation to meet
the reduced tariff which is embossed with the old sixpenny stamp in pale
purple a blank spice being left both on the face and at the back of the form
to receive the die. There is alzo a rule concerning the issue of these
stamped forms which enables the public in case of spoiling one to cut
out the stamp and attach it to an unstamped form with the assistance
of a little gum or other adhesive material.  'We have nothing to say
against this arrangement, which is only remarkable for the nnnsnal
conei intory views of the authorities in permitting its existence, of
which it i3 unqunestionable evidence. We do think however that
the privilege onght to ba extended to the stamped envelopes sold
by the Post Office. There is much objection to the employment of
these even in large houses of business and private correspondence. The
fact that the vaine of the stamp will not. be refunded if the envelope
18 spoilt, without an immense amount of trouble almost entirely
prohibits any general use of them by the public.  The envelope may be
rendered useless by wrongly adlressing it or in a hoodred* different
ways, bt that does not alter the fact that the stamp cannot be nsed  f
detached from the envelope.  The value of an embossed stamp on a
spoilt envelope we may =afely say is 2, although it has pot done
postal duty, as we believe the Post Ofice will only refund money in
cises where a large quantity is prosented and then only at fuce value,
I'he extra money originally charged to cover cost of paper is never
refunded, and moreover one would be wrong to expect it.  We think
therefore 1t would not be ton much to ask M. Posrmaster General
%o lend his assistance to a much needed reform in this matter. The
separate nse of embossed stamps on spoiled telegraph forms is per-
mitted and why not nf envelopes too ?
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Philately.

Since the earliest days of Philatelic Journalism it has been an(
will coutinue to be the custom of every journul devoted to stamp
collecting to make one effort to uphold and explain its uses and the
amount of knowledge gained by following such an amusiug, yet
instructive hobby, therefore it is not necessary to give an apology for
entering upon a subject so trite as a Plea for Philately.

Let us first look at our subject in the light of a hobhy, for hobbies
are of great use in their way, and almost every person follows a hobby
of some kind. Ilobbies are indeed very profitable,in that a man may
become a connoissenr in his line, and perhaps an autharity ; many of
our greatest men have devoted their time to hobbies, Walpole was oue
of the most famouns collectors of Bric a Brac in his day and had such
a quantity of curiosities that his house ressmbled a veritable shop of
antiquities. But those who follow the amusement chiefly for the
hobbies sake are schoolboys by a great and overwhelmng majority,
truly they have a right to be classed among the ranks of stamp
collectors, but a very small per centage of this great army follow up
their hobbies with the spirits of thorough enthusiasts, a great deal of
this may be the fault of the parents who look upon stamp collecting as
a useless though expensive amusement, and endeavour often to dissuade
their enterprising offspring from following a hobby that to them appears
only to make some tremendous holes in the pockets, but T wonld call the
attention of such to the advantages of allowing in such cases their sons
and daughters to follow their own chosen amusements for stamp col-
lecting is able, and does teach ns, a great many lessons at once, namely,
History, Geography and Politics are all included in this pleasing
instruction book, **the stamp album,” and a boy soon gains knowledge this
way whereas in the ordinary routine of school work he would endeavour
to shirk, that which to him by stamp collecting becomes a pleasure.

Historical subjects that may be gathered by the perusal of an
album cau of course only show modern events, the postage stamp uot
having been brought into use until the year 1840, but for example of
modern events we can trace the many changes of goyvernment in Peru



THE PHILATELIC OBSERVER. 5

by the surcharges of the Chilian Arms on the stamps, and the changes
of goverament of France are depicted by firstly the head of Liberty
representing the Republic of 189, and in 1852, by the head of
Napoleon during his presidency and who later became emperor is
is shown by the laureated head of the emperor on the stamps of 1863,
but too much space would be occupied were we to enter fully into the
examples that may be given by looking at the stamps of such countries
as Spain, as well as the new issues that have been called into use by the
deaths of reigning soverigus.

(To be Continued.)

Mew Fssues.

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.—The design of the 12¢ stamp has
been altered to match the current k¢ and le, the color is now deep blue.

Adhesive—12 c. - deep blue,

BANGEOK.—The 32c Straits Settlements 1st.issue (two annas
India surcharged,) bears the additional surcharge of *B”

Adhesive—32 ¢, on 2 annas,

BRAZIL.—The design of the 100 reis has nndergone a change,

Adhesive =100 reis. palo mauve.

CONGO STATE.—We learn, stamps for this state are being
prepared in Brassels, on which a portrait of the King of the Belgians
will appear,

EASTERN ROUMELIA.—The following stamps have been
surcharged with the Bulgarian arms, some also bearing the words
“Soath Bulgaria " in Russian characters,

Adhesives—5 paras,  lilac and black, black surcharge.
10 . grean and blaok, o
1 piastre, blue and black, is

FRENCH COLONIES.—Two new post cards have been issued,

bearing stamps corresponding in design with the carrent adhesives.
Post onrde—10 centimes, black on lavender,
10 x 10 - w w pale blue,
GUINEA.—The Cape Verde, 20 reis stamp, has been surcharged
for use in this Colony.
Adhesive—20 reis - carmine,
LUXEMBURG. —The colour of the 10c Post Card bas been

changed to pink,
Posteard—10s = pink on baff.
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NABHA.—In our last issue we omitted to chronicle the following
gtamps. They are similar to those of Puttiala and bear the surcharge
¢ Nabha State ™ in black.

Adhesives—J a, groon, black surcharge.
1n brown, 1) 4
2. lhilue, + =&
40 green, - "
8. lilae, 3 o
1 prev, s i
Ofcial ndhesives—} a. groon, p s
1 n. brown, N =
g blne, 5 i

The Posteards and envelopes have been surcharged with a coat

of arms,
Post cards—} a,  brown  deep blue snreharge.

3 X * i " » n »
Envelopes—# a. groen, red and vermilion surcharge,
1a, brown,  silver and brown surcharge,

NICARAGUA.—A reply card for inland nse has been issued.

Post card—2 y 2 centavos, brown on buff

PORTUGAL.—Tle 20 reis postcard now appears in bright blue,

SHANGHAI. —A correspondent sends us two stamps which have
undergone a change of color.
Adhesives—~2R0 eash salmon pink,
100 pale yellow,

SPANISH AFRICA —Two stamps of the current of Spain have
been surcharged in thiee lines. (1) AFRICA: (2) RIO DE ORO; (3
ESPANA , They are surcharged in manve,

Adhesives—5 ¢, pala groon,
15 e pink,

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.—The current ¢ blne has been surchar®
ged in fine Roman capitals CE?ITS

Adhesive—3: on fic blua.

TIMOR.—The Macan stamp of 20 Reis value, has been surcharged
for use in this Colony.

Adhegive—2) rois earmine,

TRANSVAAL. —Four surcharged stamps have appeared as follows.

Provisional adhesive-—Ld. on 1)+ green,
L. on 3. violet, 1885 black sarcharge.
!.ll. on Gd. black, 18758, Red surcharge,
2d, on 61, . I8TH.

" A

VICTORIA.—The 1d. post card is now printed on white,

Past card, 1d, roso on white



THE PHILATELIC OBSERVER. 7

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO STAMP COLLECTORS.

Co'lectors wishing to complete their collections should purchase
sets of stamps. Set of *7 Bosnia 1/-; *11 Sweden Service 9d.; 5
Bergedorf 5d. 8 Samoa 4/-; 4 Persia Service 1/-; 4 Guatemala 1877.
2/.;3 Tromso 4d.; 7 Alsace and Lorraine 1/6; & Mauritius ( Britannia)
3/6; 9 German Empire 5d.; 11 Sardinia 5d.; 2 Corea, 5 and 10 Mon 2/6 ;
*3 China, 6d. Postage one Peuny per set.  Those marked thus® are
used. ‘Complete list may be obtained of Messrs. BUTLER BROS.
Stamp Importers, Canterbury. )

Fottings.

Brazil was the first country to follow the example of Great
Britain, in the cheap postage scheme. The first issue appeared on
Jdnly 1st. 1843, although the order for the change was made in Nov-—
ember 1842. Why the stamps with numerals appeared first instead of the
design with the head of the sovereign, wuas  that ths
Postmaster General fancied it would be showing disrespect to the
monarch to obliterate bis face.

7,500 people are employed in the Japanese Post Office,

Austria issued the first post card in 1869, Bavaria and Luxem-
burg both claim the honour of issuing the first reply cards.

The Philatelic Herald of America, stutes, * A curious method of
cheating the government revenue was once discovered in Spain, some
people covered the stamps used by them with a kind of varnish, the
cancellation being struck over this could be washed off when the letter
arrived at its destination and parties occasionally kept up a correspon-
dence with only one stamp between them, ™

The Postmaster (eneral's annual report, ending March 1885,
Coutains a large amount of iuformation to stump collectors and any one
fond of statistics. A fair increaseis shown in all Departments, viz. :
Posteards, 44 per cent.: Letters 2'0 per cent: Circulars aud Book
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packets 88 per cent: Parcels 113 per cent: Newspapers 0*7 per cent,
Each person on an average received 42 letters. The gross profit during
the year was £2,646,208, being less than the previous year.

The Post Office Authorities have issued a circular headed
* Important Notice to Stamp Dealers and the Public, ” setting forth the
clansea of the Post Office Protection Act, Shall we soon hear that the
stamp dealing millionaire, devoted another portion of his vast fortane
towards the printing of this circular?

—

OQur Contemporaries.

Foreign Stamp Collectors News has appeared in a much improved
form.

Stamp Collectors Journal has commenced its eighth volume awd is
now devoted solely to the interests of Philately, We wish it still
grealer success,

1 he Empire State Plilatelist comes to hand in an attractive cover
and is really worthy of large support.

Philatelic Journal of America is a well got up Journal but requires
more original matter, the best articles are copied from a prominent
English paper.

Tilustrirtes Briefmarken Journal, is evidently published regardless
of cost. It is well printed, well written, and appears twice each month.

Received with thanks Capital City Philatelist Le Commercan!,
Welt Post, The Hermes, Deutsche Uriefinarken, Zaitung, Toronto Philatelic
Journal, La Timbrologre,

Publishers of stamp papers are invited to send their paper in
exchange for this,

PABLO GEWELXE,

BUENOS AYRES, CASILLA 962, l
|
{

W. F. GREANY,

827, BRANNAN STREET.
SAN  FRANCISCO, CAL,

Desireato receive eonsigments of Brit-
ish Coloninl end other »tamps, and can
offer in exchange ruch rcaree o lﬂ;{l‘sr“
Wholesale Price List of Stam Sandwich Is,, Guatemala, Hoog Kong,

= ps China, Nicaragun, Honduras, Costs

of South America 2d. post free. lilea, Mezico and U,S, departments:

ARGENTINA.
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IMPORTANT!

¥\ consequence of 8o fow applications for thess Packets we have been obliged to
E defer tha Draw until November, 1886 If ths numbers are not
obtained then we shall give Prizes according to numbers received to close ouy offer,

Read This! Read This ! Given Away ! Given Away !
1 Grand Cash Gift .. 4 i feo w280
9 ditto £10 each.. 20

l0 Collections of Foreign Stam ps, l".bOO \‘r‘ér., £5Ieach 80
Il Pairs Mulready Envelopes, £1 each ... 10

410 Packets Rare Sets Foreign Stamps, 10/- each... 28
H " L1 " R:"' . . ‘

4” (L " *y 2,"6 e xw 5
200 Rare Sets, 1/- each ... 10
I;.‘l Packets Rare Stamps, 2/- each v 10
100 4 5 JEc a0y S r 3
20 » _ Beautiful Seraps, 1/- each 10
100 Splendid Photo Albums. 8/- 25
100 5 Stamp == 4= 20
300 g Serap iy A= i 20
100 Views of London, 8/~ each % 18
10 Ladies’ and Gents’ Pocket Books 3/- 15
100 Penknives 1/~ i e 8
NXYE offer £300 in prizes. varying from £30 to 1s, consisting of 1343
M) different articles, on condition that we obtain 10,000 applications for the

underm witioned packets, the distribution to take place November Ist 1886, If
we abtain the requisite number before, the vifts will be awarded soover.
No. 1 packet consists of 1000 Rare Foreign Stamps, including various unused,

post free 1/2, abroad 1/5.

No 2 packet. a colleerion containing 100 Foreign Stamps, all different, many

rare, post free /1, abrond 1/3,

No 3 packet coovsists of 12 large snd beautiful sheets of Scraps, various

ilesigns, post free 1/-, abroad 1/2,

No 4, packet, 150 Foreign Stumps, all different, iveloding rare South America

W. Indian, European, &e., post free 1/7, abroad 1/10.

No. 5, Nice set or sets of stamps, either used or unused post fres 1/1, abroad 1/3,
*No. 6, 2 0 stamps all different, including rave Asiatic, African, West Indian, and

others equally scarce, post free 2/1, abroad 2/5.

"No. 7, 250 Foreign Stamps [rom all parts of the globe, many scarce, post freo

/2 abroad 3/9,

No. B, 500 nssorted stamps, including some very rare stamps, post free 1/1 abroad

1/3.

; *With No. 6 packet 2 receipts given, No. 7, 8 receipts
~ We refrain from mentioning the stamps the packet will include, a8 owing to the
mnmense number that will be =old the pm:kcu will be always varying., We can, bowever,
Euarantes, that the packets alone will be worth the mouey: the prizes simply being
uffcred as gifts, as an inducement to patronize s on futnre oceasions,

SIPECTAL NOTICE,—Any person obtaining orders, and sending remittances for
Packets will receive G receipts and 6 packets in retarn, :

PLEASE NOTE—We mnst buve the nomber required, otherwise the distributios
of the above gifts will not take place on date pamed, or until the number iz received
liewittances to be made by postal order or penny stamps, e 9y
o x“im \:i’;g:;ing nombers will be pnblished in  Butler's Philatolic Observer for

cornber, _

L B. & J. K. FERGBSON & €0,

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,
AMBERLEY ROAD, HARROW ROAD, LONDON. W,
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WHITFIELD KING & Co.,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

FOREIGN STQ&P IMPORTERS,

PHILATELICAL PUBLISHERS,
LACEY STREET, IPSWICH,

SPECTAL OFFERS TO COLLECTORS.

5 .o
Alsaco and Lorraine, wztb reversed network 1,2, 4, 5,10, 20, & 25¢. set of sevenfor 1 6
Costa Rica, 1st issue, §. 2, 4, reals, and 1 peso ... sot of four for 2 6
Mauritius, 1858 (Bmaunm). varmnlhon. red-brown, hluo.
6d. unperforated, and 6d. perforated, sot of fivefor 2 ¢
Mexico, Porte de Mar 1880 issue, 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, & 100 centavos, set of six for 3 6
Persia, Serviea 1, 2, 5, and 10 shahi ... set of four for 1 6
Samwoa, 1d., 2d,, .-}d nnd 6d . set of four for 1 0©
Samoea, 1d., 24., 34., 6d., 9d., la 28., and bs. ... sot of eight for 4 0
Salvador, 1st l&auo. i 0] snd 4 ruh set of four for 2 6
Servia, 1869 i issue, 2, 10, 20, 25, 35, 40, and 50 pams .+ sotof seven for 1 0

All the above are Unused and in Good Condition,
Wholesale Quot.at.ions will be sent on application.

Collectors are invited to send for our Price List of Cheap Packets and Sets of
Stamps, which will be sent Gratis and Post Free. ur prices will be found to bear
favourable comparison with those of any other Firm,

Sheets of Stamps sent on approval

LIST OF WHITFIELD KING & Co.’s PUBLICATIONS,

A detailed Prospectus of which ean bo had on application ;—
THE CROWN POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS, newest edition,
2s, 6d., 3s. 6d., 68, 6a. 6d., 8s, and 9s.; all Post Free.
THE UNIVERSAL POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS, 2lst edition.
78, 3d., 8s. 9d., Ds. 9d., 13s. 3d., 28s. 6d. nnd 26s. ; all Post free.

THE STANDARD COLOR CHART.

Designed to illustrate and identily the colors of Postage Stamps, Printed in 142
colors. Price 3a., Post frea,

IMPORTANT TO DEALERS. Woe publish every alternative month a large and
very complete Wiolesale List, which we will send regularly to any Dealor o0

application. Our Stock is very large, and the prices will, on comparison
be found to average considerably lower than those quoted by any other V wolossle
Firm.

All Orders are exeeuted the same day as received, All Stamps sold by us are
WARRANTED GENUINE.

T WHITFIELD KING & CO.,
"LACEY STREET, IPSWICH,
ESTABLISHED 1869.
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NEW STAMP ALBUM

NOW READY, THE FIFI'{ EDITION OF THE

Imperial Postage Stamp Album,

In Two Volumes, entirely revis.d, and brought up to the
present date (1853).

Prices Post Free and Sccurely Packed.

Na, 3= Crown 4fo, on exird stout prper, stromgly bound in embossed cloth, gilt lettering
fm!:H sl edges. The two volgmes, Hs, Gl

Na. h.—Urown Ilu On el stant |n|n| superior cinbossed cloth, omaments al gilt lettering
and border.  The two volumes, 17s,

No. 7. l':'-.“-u o, on extra stout paper, handsomely bonud, with gilt lettering and
ormaments, bevelled  boards, wilt elges, and patent expanding clisp.  The twe
volumes, 1 il

Now B —Uyown Ato, on saperior qnality Ir.‘l]n"', handsomely bownd, extra gile, bevelled

boanls, gilt edees, and patent expanding clasp. The two volames, 224, 1ul s
Now 9 —Crown Ao, on =tjaerior gualiny papaer, handsomely boud in mnovoeco relief, gilt
etlgzes, twe patent expanding elisps Fhe two volumnes, 82, G,

Uniform with the abiove, ('rg{n r designed as a um.-[m.ﬂ-r's Violwme,

Ebc 3mpcual l])ost Card Elbum.

t—Siyle Nn nhave). pwst N . —Style Nohor 7 (s - abave),
;\()t |i|l|'. hs ‘-] ){n i Stk \.. N (= .1.. v, l..--.: frove, M, Mil, N ‘l‘—:'- \ll'
Noy, I or 0 (see above), o=t l.l""‘ L1 &,

Ilostrat.d 12 page pros IIEt"U‘-i post free on application.
Stanleyv, Gibbons, & Cao., 5, Gower Street, London, \W.C.

J. H LACY & Co.
BOTEERBITERE, B8.%8. ENGLAND,
WHOLESALE DEALERS IN
POSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS,
AND COMMISSION AGENTS, ESTABLISHED 1871,

Have o large stock of Stamps of all countries for Sale at prices that cannct be equalloc

Whalesalc price list, contiins many lines of Valouble Stanps not generally guotel
wholisale, DPost Pree 2t

PARCELS SOLD AS IMPORTED.

This systen fnsures o Pareol, darge or smnall being obtained undivided, Puovclinses
1}

liave Bavmpes At spwecend e and are pt l'L"l."' to o oandersold.  List igsoed e el it
offora also Stamps of other Deplers, held by us for aule on commission,  Exclianse
hius spevial atteution devited to it Foroten and Coloninl  Doslers are pnvited

consignisents, which we shull I Zlad 1o lve for Cush o Exelinige.
Provisionals, New Issues, and general  regular  supplics

required.

JoB] LACY: & D5
ROTHERHITHE, S.E. ENGLAND.
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“XEn Passant.”

Looking through philatelical spectacles the year just closed has
hardly been a satisfactory one to ns ns scientists, and it canuot be said
to have brought even an instalinent of the good old times hoped for
among the commereial community of the stamp world. Both collectors
and dealers general y alike are dissatished with the year's work,
Aunother 12 months has been meted ont to those whom we are accus-
tomed to ook to for discoveries and resuscitations, and the chroniclers
have had a similar opportunity to increase the record of new issnes; let
s peep at the results  Discoveries have, in a measure, been plentiful
and we have had somy interesting things brought to light, but there
wre nuny  doubtful subjects stil. Tt will scarcely be necessary to
recount the net results hiere, but these discoveries are not the less
viluable to students,  The total of newly issued stamps in 1885, shews
a remarkable reduction from those chronicled during the past few years,
the preceeding twelve months (1884) being noted for a rather larger
influx of fresh stamps than usnal.  During the last few months of the
olil year the average was especially low.  The extraordinary numbers
and character of the wyear's surcharges calls perhaps for special
reinark ; they have become more numerous than ever, but the earlier
jart of the year gave birth to most of them. Since the days of the
Pornvian vagaries these undesivable contribitors to the albumpage have
nnickly inereased out of all proportion to reasonable requirements by the
Variors. administrations issuing then.  The probability is however, and
wethink it may be sssumed that the effect of throsting upon the
market such a multiplicity of sorcharged labels will not be long in
dsserting itself.  In the opinion of many a'most the extrome length of
tether has been obtained in England, and there has been at last some
Awakening to the precise value of these labels, For the last three or
four months we have been glad to note that their presence in the
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monthly record of novelties has not been so conspicuous as we have
almost become acenstomwed to find it. 1o this connection might be
mentioned those Indian States for use in which the lmperial stamps
have been surcharged.  These overprinted labels are virtually new
issues, inasmuch that the States referred to bad uo separate  series uutil
these emissions took place , some extraordinary and apparently wanton
varieties are present nevertheless.  Our remarks of comrse do not apply
to every instance, but exceptions we are sorry to say arve few and far
between that a stringent eriticism might not well be applied to. There
has been noted a fair sprinkling of post cards somewhat in advaoce
of the number of adbesives ; while news-wrappers bave also received
attention.

By far the more serious subject for comment is the unmistskable
declive of stamp collecting, distasteful though it may be. Despite
the opinion of those  who  habitually look to the bright side of
things it is  too true that bosiness is mnot only at a standstill
but it hus Dbeen discovered that interest in the science is growing
less.  The exact cavse is hard to seck although some profess to huve
the whole secret of the depression at their fingers ends.  We Lave also
secn the belief put Torward that the low ebb of every line of business
affects Philateiy in o el greater way than is generally supposed, It
may o a certain extent be responsible, but we are inclived (o think that
the ciauses are due to no outside infloence but that the fate of the Science
is entirely within its own control.  In the first place we attiibute a
great  portion of  the mischief to  the improdent circulation of
“remainders”™ which me always sold at high prices when they first
come into the market, and the same stamnps become a great deal loss
valuable as soon as the anxiety to possess copies decresses,  Anotlier
source of mischief is the large traftic in forged stamnps, which we trost
will be greatly checked by the coming revelations receutly promised by
one who is saild to have been behind the scenes,  The third reason we
believe to be an uniquestionable lack of literature bearing upon the
pursuit. Of some hundreds of journals, magazine, and literary publications
in Englaud only four claim dedication to theinterest of stamp-collecting.
We question whether this tale of scant support is not in itself sufficient
proof that something is rotten in the Demwark of Philately,  We lave
our circle of veaders and we presume the other papers receive some sort
of support from their respective readers, yet the total of the four sub-
seription lists would not represent ope gquarter of the total number of
Philatelists in the country. 1t is admitied that a considerable amount
of exchanging goes on, but supposing that each reader of the
“ Observer " lends his copy to his non-subscribing friend (we wish
everyone would do so) and the scane example is followed by readers of
journals other than one own, there is still one half of the great Lody of
English stamp collectors to be provided for,  Nothing being lost by
discussion except iguorauce, it is a matter of necessity that fucilities
for argument should be increased in - proper proportion to our preseut
requivements.  The remedy rests with collectors.
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Next year we hope to have a pleasanter tule to tell and we are
looking for brighter times to assert themselves in Bugiish Plilately
during thenext twelve mouths, It is a noteworthy fact that stamp
collecting in Awerica was never more flourishing.  There is mueh ta boe
thankful for and still wore to hope for.  lev every possessor of a
collection of stamps ask biself, * What am [ doing to help Philately
forward 27, * have 1 nde any researches 7 [ have the means at my
disposal a collection and surely there is room and to spare for help and
areater juterest frowm every quarter.  Have vot [ found out something
of use to the Science at large ! aud is there not tios or that stamp in my
albmu, copies of which are cqually as scarce as good descriptions aud
note= concerning its designs.  "Lhen if so set to work at ouce. Do unot
be conteni to let things slide as they are doing at the present wotent
us everybody can do something to keep the old ship atloat.

Willing horses must not be expeeted to work too loug or next
years records will be even more discreditable than those of Philatelic
events in 1853,

The Stamps of Corea.

-

Iu our May number, we feit it our duty to doubt the authenticity
of these labels, but we are now compelled to chrovicle them as a
genvive euussion.  Perbaps a few remarks as to the position of Corea,
and also its postal system may be of terest,  Corea is a peniosula,
Mtuate on the north east of Chiua, and is a continual cause of dispute
between China and Japan, but at the prescat time Japan is in the
ascoudant,  The Coreans however cla i to be an independant state, aud
sumetiige ago with a most laudable desire, wished to estublish a Postal
systow of their owu, aud to this eud issued the following lubeis

2 Mon Carine
I L) S Blue

but as soon as the stamps were issued the Japauese officials (who weut
to organise the Postal system for the Coreans) met with so many
difliculties, that the idea was given up, and the Japauese system is
estaliishied o the conutey, we can vouch for the correctness of this
stateient, as we bave seen an euvelope from Corea bearng Japauese
statmps, The design gives a represcatation of the Corean arms, wiich are
 Gircle with o white riw, aud the inside composed of sewi-circular bands
of white aud colour.  The 3 Mon has this target-like design, in the
centre, euclosed o a rectangulur frame of four patels, there is also o
circle in each corner of the stamp.  The luscription is iu Chinese char-
aclers the top line meaning.  PUSTAGE SUAMP oF THE GReAL
KINGDOM OF COREA. 'Ule same iuscription is in the lower live, but
i Corean,the side pauels contain the value,
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In the 10 Mon the central design is enclosed in a larger circle,
bearing inscriptions sinilar to thuse in the upper and lower spuces of the
5 Mon.  Four octagous form the angles, the word “*Corean’ 18 in English
in the upper space, and the word = Post™ is also in English on each side of
the stamp. Each stamp has its value in English characters at the
bottom, both stamps are printed on white paper.  Although the
issue consists  of only two stamps it must  shortly  become
very scarce, collectors  will  do well to secure these  stamps,
they are sure to risein price, and may =oon perhaps become almoust
upattainable, except to collectors who are blessed with a long purse.

Mew  Fssuces.

AZORES.—The 2 reis Portugese stamp has beeu surcharged in
black.

Adhosivo—2 veis black, sureharge in black

CONGO.—The following provisionals have been issued, the design
being mwade by the alteration of the Belgian dies of the issue 1869-78.
Adbesives—0he - green
108 - rose
ic - blue
nlle = resodn
I5e - rod brown

Post Card

ECUADOR—Two new post cards have appeared
Fost Cavds 2 centavos blaek on white
3 " 3 vy TOR0
GIBRALTAR—We have secen, three Bermuda adhesives and a
Barbados Registration envelope surcharged cieractan, we presume they
are the forerunners ol & l'nmphflt! ISS1e, J
Adhesives—24d.  ultamarine blagk surcharge
4. orange

o : (L] "
il lilag = ™
Bauhados Registrntion Knvelope = £

MACAOQ.—The two following provisionals have appeared,
Adbesives—0 rels surcharged on 25 reis carmine
1., - v Ol reis green
MALTA—A five <hilling stamp bas been issued for use in this
island.
Adbesive—Five shillings—eanuine
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MEXICO.—The green stamps have now been superseded by a
geries of the same design, the colours of which we give below

1 centavo light green

> i earning

b yellow brown
4 o Tose

T ultramarine
05 s urple
0. tr)’r[:?ge
)1 T bistre

IR bright blue

The Stamps of China.

In a short account of the History of the Chinese Postal system
there is not any necessity to enter inte an elaborate deseription of the
stumps of this mighty Celestial Kmpire, for the very simple reason, that
up to the present time ouly three labels have beeu issned viz.

I Candarin Greeu.
3 A Red.
b5 . Yellow

The system is divided into two parts, one being the Government
post, the other the Peoples’ post, we will describe the former first.
The Government post is wot intended to be used for any other
purpose than to convey the ** Imperial Gazettes " and official notices of
all kinds, although it may be tha: sometimes, persons who are high in
favour at court, are al.owed to make use of this post, no stamps are
used, consequently the Government of China has no Postage stamps.
China is undoubtedly fur behind other nations in its postal system,
although the Chinese claim to have had a “post™ for centuries and yet
these celestial beings a few hundred years ago, were in a much bhigher
state of civilisation than any part of Europe, they however seem scarcely
able to move with the times, aud make themselves a place on a level
with the great powers of Western Euorope. The People's
post is wot carried on by the Governmest but by a nomber
of licensed Companies or Co.operative Societies, in  each town
there are several offices, bat of different companies, the system is good
and can be trusted almost to the extent we trust omr own.  7The
following deseription of a post house in Shanghai, is given by a
traveller in China. * Close to the smull east gate of Shanghai, and in oue
of the most. popular thoronghfares, stand the offices of a letter and parcel
delivery company, called the Tienshun howuse. It trausmits letters
through fonr postal lines, connected with the first cities in the central
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provinees, Kiungnan, Kiangsi, Horan, and Chibkiang, indirectly als o,
with the reinate country parts in those directions.  Each of these lines
is served sepaiately by its own particulac firm ; but the junction of the
four at Shanghai is compleced by the union of these four firms in a
general partnership. liwiting its own linbilities.  Its mode ot working
will he understood by following it on any single line, say that which
runs along the const of Chihkiang, and extends to the north east corner
of the Fokian provinee, a distance of not quite seven hundred miles,
there are employed upon it sixteen postmen  The numes of these are
written in large characters upou & bourd hung up in the receiving house
and most of them are partuers w the business, There ure fixed days
for the receipt of letters on this line, making about twenty post days
in the mouth,  For each post day one man is nominated as carrier, and
his name is regulwly advertised upon the letter board. one day at least
previous to  his  departwe,”  All these compaunies use the
same stamps, o that in some way they wmust be vuder the control
of the Government, or there may be a general understanding
botween them that it is better for all to couform to one rule.
The stamps are not very haundsome, the design cousists of a large
dragon in the centre, China, i Epglish characters at the top, at the
bottomw is seen the value also iu Euglish characters, iu the two angles
on each side of the word Cuiua, is seen the value in Chinese, the stamps
vary in coloar, Irom carmine to a pale red, aod from yellow to desp
orange, but the colours are substautially correct as stated above. These
rewarks do not upply to the Local post of Shaughai,

Fottings.

—

The highest price ever paid for a Russian Stamp was £60. This
awount was paid for the 1869 1ssue of the Saratoff Local,
L - - L

Up to December 1884, 31,301,883 334, stamps bad been printed
the number of each value being 4d., 2,070,705,120; 1d..26.651,930.040;
14dy 1056058605 2d., 3856,171.0=0; 24d., 284,475,665 3d., 2239,
81,000 bd.. 175,221,180 ad., ;’ti.-il:ﬁ.ﬁhu; 6d,, 217,048,960 ; 8d.,
4,608,720 9dy, 11,235,080 10d, 5,963,476; 1/- 225,378,0060; 2-
6,710,820 5 2/ 6., 789,864 5 9/-.0 6,413,080 5 10— 461,485 ; £1., 253,004
£ 84000,

The Galliera collection of Postage stamps is said to be worth
£57,600, Sir Danicl Cooper sold his collection [l:;r £3,000.
- - * w
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Mr. J M. Randall of Boston advertised the following sets in the
% Philatelic Squeal,” he however does not guarantes any stamps to be
genuine, except those he buys at foreign post offices.

Set of 4 Cape, triangular 1853, 5.

" 4 AL} ay lﬁﬁ“. 5\.].
o 6 Corrienties .
+» 2 Cabul 21d.
y 12 Mexico (Porte de Mar)7id.
+» 2 Reunion 21d,
s 1 Swiss Cantonals ad.

When will collectors see the folly of buying stamps offered at
prices they know geuuine stamps canuot be bought for, they shounld
recollect it is to the advautage of a dealer to sell stamps at the very
lowest remunerative prices. Respectable dealers do not sell forged
stamps.

Il

E word in Scason.

Once more it has become our unpleasant duty to warn stamp
collectors in general of a system of extensive ana dangerons frauds
which are being practised in London, The recent demand for surcharged
stamps, and the high prices obtainable for some of the searcer varietios,
have bronght into play once more the ingennity of certain unpriucipled
scoundrels, whose whole lives nre spent in devising plans for swindling
collectors.  The provisionsl Ceylons ave this time favoured with their
attention, and quantities of forged surcharges are being placed in the
market  Conspicuons among these nre specimens of the rare 20¢ on 32
¢, slute, not only in its noraal condition, bat with dieerfed surcharge,
Also the 5 on 48¢., 5 on 24c¢., green, Son Y6e. | orupee 12¢ on 2 rupee
ae., and others, all with taeerted surcharges.  The original stamps
without surcharge are bonght up from dealers here and there, a forged
surcharge is printed upon them. and they are offered to the pablic as
genuine provisionals, We venture to assert that wef one single leaitimate
specimen of any of the stamps enumerated above withinverted sarcharge
has been found up to the present time, and whoever olfers them for sale
s offering (whether io ignorance or with fraudalent intent) fargeries.
The o'd violet Tndian bill stamps are also being  manipnlated for
purposes of frand.  Specimens of these are obtained from old bills (and
they wera frequently left pnobliterated), avd are surcharged o wreen,
U Service-Postage" They are then offered to the unwary (at a price that
i tempting ™ but not feo low, for fear of exciting suspicion ) as geuuine
old uuused provisionals.
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We can ouly utter a warning note. It is for collectors to keep
their eyes open, and protect themselves; but so long as they persist in
indulging in dreams of obtaining rare stamps much below their market
value, aud are conteut to buy, if ouly the price be cheap, from aunybody
and everybody, so long will they continue to be the prey of the class of
vagabonds to whom reputation would be a superflnity, and honesty an
intolerable burden. Look out also for provisional Portuguese Iudies with
forged surcharges, and French “errors of colour™ chemicallyproduced.:—
The Philatelic Record

OQur Contemporarics.

Ioreign  Stamp  Cillector, w  consumptive looking journal,
contains nothing worthy of comment in the first number, and doubtless
is destined for u short life.

Pliilatelic Sta and Coin Colleclor, commences vol. I1I, with a
much enlarged and improved number, au improvement could be made by
having the numbers stitched and cat, under skilful management it should
make ils way.

Stamp News, again appears, two uumbers in one, we are
afraid it will never improve,

livitish Pritadelivt, another new journal, consists of eight pages
of matter and ndvertisements, as no charge is male for a copy, it may
perhaps have a wide cirenlation, bat will it pay ?

l{t‘fr‘i\'l‘ll with Illallkg. ﬁ.‘uf}h‘ll’ﬂ Stute P’iufl'frhl.\‘f_ ]‘b}'e:qu St my
Collretors News, Stamp Collectors Jouwrnal. Toronto Philateise Journal,
Deulehe Briefma ﬁ':"t)}'elfmry. Stamp Dealers Jowrnal and Philateiic ,-I[a_;;g;m(

PABLO GEWELKE, W. F. GREANY,
827, BRANNAN STREET.
SAN PFPRANCISCO, (Al
ARG EN T!N.'l . i Desires to recsive cimsigments of Het-

igh Ualonal and other stamys, sod cin

offerin xebunge <uch scares sb arnje nE

Wholesale Price List of Stamps | Sasdwi:. I, Guoatemala, Hong Koos,
o . 9 . Cuinu, Nicaragun, Honduras, ('0stn
of South America 2d. post free. " kjoa Mexico and U.S, departinents,

BUENOS AYRES, CASILLA VG2,
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IMPORTANT !

N consequence of so few applications for these Packets wo have been obliged to
defer th: Draw llt-ltll Novembe-, '888 If tho numbers are not
pbtained then we shall give Prizes according to numbers veeeived to closo sur offer.

Read This! Read This ! Givey Away ! Given Away !

1 Grand Cash Gift s

. s B0
2 ditto £10 each.. 20
10 Collections of Foreign Stamps, 1000 var., £5 each 80
lo Pairs Mulready Envelopes, £1 each ... 10
10 Packets Rare Sets Foregn Stamps, 10/- each.. Etg
Hu " " ] q;- " e

40 =

LA e s " 2;'6 1" i <
200 Rare Sets, 1/- each ... d

i 10
110 Packets Rare Stamps. 2/- each ... i 10
100 ; o | i 5
201 - Beautiful Scraps 1/- each 10
10 Splendid Photo Albums, 5/- 25
1001 ~ Stamp o 4l- 20
Lo ' SCI"ap " G- 1" s i L 20

10 Views of London, 3/- each

15
1t Ladies’ and Gents' Pocket Books 8- 15
1000 Penknives 1= S B

YY I onfer 2300 in prizes, varying from £30 to 1s, consisting of 1343
4 }{ different articles, on eondition that we obtain 10,000 applications for the
underm witioned packets, the distribution to take place November Ist 1586, Tf
wo obtain the requisite number bofure, the gifts will he awarded sooner.

No. 1 packet consists of 1000 Rure Foreign Stumps, including various unuaed,
post frae 2, ahroas) /3.
No 2 packet u eollecion cenfaming 100 Foreign Stawmps, all different, many
rare, post frea 11, abroad 15,
No 3 packetl consists of 12 large apd beantiful sheets of Seraps, various
designs, post free 1/- abroad 12,
No 4, packet, 150 Forvicn Stamps, all different, including rare South America
W, In lian, Furopean, &e,, post free 1/7, abroad 1L
No. B, Nico set or sets of stwmps, either used or nnused post free 171, abroad 1/3.
*No. 8, 2 0 stunps all different, ineluding rare Asiatic, Ayicap, West Indian, and
othiers equally scarce, post free 271, abrond 2/5.
*No. 7. ¢50 Foreign Stamps frow all parts of the globe, many searce, post free
12 abroad 34,
Nao, 8, 500 assorted stamps, including sons very rare stamps, post fres 171 abrosd
1/3.
: #With No, 6 packet 2 receipts given, No. 7, & receipts
We vefrain from mentioning the stamps the packet will 1r_u:!mlt‘, as owing to the
tmnense number that will be sold the puekets will be always varying.  We esn, however,
runrnntes, that the 1““:“('.‘(" wlone will he worth the 1{]1_‘Tll'_\',“1ht riies ':I.llljll_\ !M.‘if‘lg
offorad ns Lvif:;.‘ ng an indiecment o l-llll'irllia‘_l1 s on fotore (K'C_‘il.“lflﬂ“l. ]
SPECTAL NOTICF.—Auny person obtaining orders, and sonding remittances for
rackeis will precive G rereipts and Hopmekets i retarn. . : A 5
PLEASE NOTE.—We must have the number required, otherwise the distribution
of the above gifts will not take place on date named, or nntil the number 12 received
Jemittanees to be made by postal order or penny stamps. . ’ .
The winning numbers will be piblished o Hull Py Philatelic Observer for
Dieoember, [RS6,

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,
AMBERLEY ROAD, HARROW ROAD, LONDON, W
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WHITFIELD KING & Co.,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,

PHILATELICAL PUBLISHERS,
LACEY STREET, IPSWICH.

SPECTAL OFFERS TO COLLECTORS.

& bl
Alsaco and Lorraine, with reversed netwnr 1,2, 4, 5,10, 20, & 25¢. setof sevenfor 1 6
Costa Rica, 1st issue, § 2,4 reals, and Tpeso L. : set of four for 2 @
Mauritius, 1858 (Dritanpiun), verwmillion, red-browy, hlue,
61 unperforated, and Gd perforated, sot of fivafor 2 ¢
Mexien, Porte de Mar 1880 issue, 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, & 100 cantavos, sot of six for § 6
Porsin, Serviea 1, 2, 5, and 10 shahi ... set of four for 1 @
Samon, 1d., 24, 3d., and 6d ... . set of four for 1 0
Samoa, 14, 2d,, 34, Gd,, ki, 15, 28, and ds, .., sel of eight for & 0
Salvador, 18t issue, 4, 1, 2, and 4 renls . e set of four for 2 6
Servia, 1869 issuo, 2, 10, 20, 25, 135, 10, and 30 paras sot of soven for | O

All the above are Unused and in Goed Condition.
Wholesale Quotations will be sent on application.

Collectors are invited to sond for our Price List of Cheap Nackets and Sot= of
Stamps, which will be sent Gratis and Post Free. Our prices will ba found to beur
fuvournble eomparison with those of any other Firm,

Sheats af .‘;fﬂmp.\' serl om .!"qn'fn'rrf

LIST OF WHITFIELD KING & Co.'s PUBLICATIONS,
A detailed Prospoctus of which ean be had on application 1 —
TIIE CROWN POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS, newest editiou,
2. Gd., 38, Gd., 5., Gs. Gd., 8s. and 9s. ; all Post Free.
THE UNIVERSAL POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS, 21st edition:
Ta. 3d., 8= 9., 9, ., 13s. 3d., 23s. 6d. and 26s. ; all Post {rea.

THE STANDARD COLOR CHART.

Designed to illuatrate and ideotifly the colors of Postage Stamps.  Printod in 142
colors Price 3a., Post froee.

IMPORTANT TO DEALERS.  We publish avery alternative month a large and
very complate W olesale [Last, which wo will send regularly to any Dealer on
application, Our Stoer  is very large, and the prices will, on comparizoll
lbl‘. found to average considerably lowor than those quoted by any other V wlosals
rirm,

All Orders are exceutod the samwe duy as vecoivad. All Stawps sold by us ar
WARRANTED GENUINE,

ADDRESS :-—

WHITFIELD KING & CO.,

LACEY STREET, IPSWICH,
ESTABLISHED 1869.
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j?y[]ililfq]it B lserver,
SUBSCRIPTION 1/6 PER ANNUM Post Free.

ABROAD 2s, FPOST FREE.

NOTICE OF REMOVAL !

BUTLER BROS.

STAMP IMPORTERS,
CANTERBURY,

Will on MARCH 22und, 1886,
REMOVE
THEIR LTAMP BUSINESS

TO

141, MANSFIELD ROAD,

NOTTINGHAM.

In eonsequence of the enormous jncreasa of our Stamp business we have
found it absolutely necessasy to obtain more eommodious premises. We shall
in future be able to exccute orders with cven greater punctunlity than formerly.

After MARCH 22nd next, please address all communications,

BUTLER BRCS,

FOREIGIN STAMP IMFPORTERS,
141, MANSFIELD ROAD,
NOTTINGHAM, ENGLAND.

FUBLISHED BY BUTLER BLKOS. CANTERBURY.
ENTERED AT STATIONERS' HALL.] [ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

¥ —
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NEW STAMP ALBUM

NOW READY, THE FLFI'd EDITION OF I'HE

Imperial Postage Stamp Album,

In Two Volumes, entirely revis.d, and brought up to the
present date (1885).

Prices Post Freo and Securely Packed.

No. 6—-Crown 4to, on extra stout paper, strongly bonnd in embossed cloth, gilt lettering
sprinkled edges. The two volumes, I4s. Gd :

No. t.—Crown 4to, on extra stout paper, superior embossed cloth, ornamental gilt lettering
and border, The two volumes, 178,

No. 7.—Crown 4te, on extra stout paper. handsomely bounnd, with gilt lettering and
ornaments, bevelled boards, mit edges, and patent expanding clasp. The two
volumes, 19s. td.

No. 8—Urown 4to, on superior guoality paper, handsomely bound. extra gilt, bevelled
boards, gilt edges, aud patent cqluuuling clasp. The two volumes, 22s, nd.

No. 9 —Crown 4w, on superior gnality paper, handsomely bound in moroceo relief, gilt
edges, Lwo patent expanding clasps,  The two volumes, 32s, tid,

Uniform with the above, being designed as a companion Volume,

The Fmperial Post Card Elbum,.

No. ba —Style No. 5 (see above). post free, 48 2d. No. fa.—Style No. 6 or 7 (sec above)e
post free, hs. Bd. No. #a.—Style No. B (see above), post free, 8s, 8d. No. 9a.—Styls
No. 9 or 10 (see above), post free, 11s 3d,

Illustrated 12 page prospactus post free on application.
Stanley, Gibbons, & Co., 8, Gower Street, London, W.C.

J. H. LACY & Co,,
BOTHERRITHER, 8.8, BRGLAKD,

WHOLESALE DEALERS IN
POSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS,
AND COMMISSION AGENTS, ESTABLISHED 1871,

Have a large stock of Stamps of all countries for Sale at prices that cannct be equalied.

Wholesale price sty contains many lines of Valuable Stamps not generally quoted
wholesale. Post Free ) .

PARCELS SOLD AS IMPORTED.

This system insures a Parcel, large or small being obtained undiviled. Purchasers
have stamps at special prices and are not likely to be undersold.  List issued periodically
offers also Stamps of other Dealers, held by us for sale on commission. Exchange trade
has special artention devoted to it. Foreign and Colonial Dealers are invited to send
consignments, which we shall be glad to have for Cash or Exchiange.

Provisionals, New Issues, and general regular supplies
required.

J—H. LACY: & Co:
ROTHERHITHE, S.E., ENGLAND.
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“En Passant.”

After all there appears to be more in a name than is claimed
hy tradition, especially if the name happens to be * Jones™ und its
bearer lives in Wales, A letter simply directed to ** Mr. Jones, Wales ”
was posted at Preston and delivered next morving to Mr. Pryce Jones,
M.P. Newtown in Montgomeryshire. Beyond entitling Mr, Pryce
Jones, M.P. to consider himself the ** Jones ™ of Wales the * epistolary
curioxity seems to be somewhat common-place, To take it ont of that
eategory, it so happens that Mr. Pryce Jones was the intended recipient
of the missive.  We are told that this gentleman receives on nn average
more than two thousand letrers every day, and that smong this swarm
of correspondence, letters addres<ed simply * Mr, Pryce Jones, \Wales”
are constantly reaching him.  With this explanation before us it is not
a very difficult matter to account for the * epistolary curiosity, ™ as Mr,
P. J. must be a well known man, especially within the limits of the
Principality, and his name is therefore proportionately familiar to the
officials in the Welsk post offices ; henee letters bearing a vague address
are sent by the sorters to the best known man bearing the nwme used.
Smiths Browns or Robinsons who are entitled to the distinguishiog
adjective prefised to their names, will probably now find letters, in
default of more definite addresses, will drift to them. The most
extraordinary part of the business is that anybody in Preston or else-
where, should think a letter, addressed as we have described, sufficient
to find the person it was intended to communicate with.  The wit, if
any. in the matter really belongs to the Post Office Officiul, who made
his selection as to * The Jones, of Wales.”

- - » » L]

Post Office eccentricities if related too often are apt to become
most tiresome reading, but now that we are on the subject, we beliove
the post eard which took nearly nine years to reach its destination has
never been cited as a philatelical enriosity.  The eard wus posted at
Stough a place about ei=hteen miles from Londou on the evening of the
15th of October 1874, and was in the hands of the postal officials
travelling up and down the country until September 18th 1883, when
It was safely delivered in the Meiropolis to the person it was originally
ntended to go to, having thus been on the road vight years and three-
hendred and thirty—cight deoys.  This curigsity we believe may now be
8cen ina shop window in Cannon St. E.C. Avother very similar but
ore recent instance of the pertinacity of the post office is a postal
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curiosity also a past eard, in the hands of one of our readers at Tpswich
which was posted there on the 9th of April, 1885, The address was
inseribed wronely and this ereor led to the eard being sent to 32 towns
and  postal districts, in the hope of finding the rightful owner; but
the hnut had to be given up awl the post card was returned 10 the
sender only a week or two haek, with the nsual ofticial int'mation that
the addressece eould not be found, having thus been on journey uearly
ten months.
* - % - L]

There is a report current that it is not the intention of the
anthorities to print any further quantity of the present half-penny stamps
as it is supposed that enough stoek is at present in hand to weet the
vequirements of the public until April, when it may be inferred the
projeeted new dssue of stamps will take place.  We are not able to
advise too much credence to be placed in the statement, we have re-
counted, nor is it probable we think that the department intends to revert
to Mr. Harness's suggestion shonld a substitute be required by reason of
the stock of half-penny labels falling short of the 1st of April. The sequel
of the tale turns on this broad statement of the inteotions of the
authoriies and it is to this that we ateribute the likeliliood of the re-
port being premature and substantially incoirect.

» * 5 L -

The longitude of Gibraltar and the Bermuda Islands is so widely
different that it is hard to suppose that this is the reason why the
stamps of the latter Colony have been surcharged for use in Gibraltar
and the ornmmnentation of stamp albums,  Quite the reverse we anticipate,
The 21d blue has no sooner come into service in Bermuda than an
averprint is necessary thereon for another Colony.  Up to the present
the good people at Gibrltar have been content to nse the postage
stamps of the old country to frank their correspondence, and why the
anthorities whose great wisdom for economy is beyoud question, should
o to the expense of snrcharging the Bermuda labels for special use
seems to be outside sane reasoninz, But that the surcharge is there
is a fact nevertheless.

L » - . »

Reverting to the extract given in our January impression, with
regard to the circulation of forged Ceylon stamps, one of our readers
writes as follows: “There is probably no collection so safe from the
inroads uf the forger as that which ine'ndes only nsed specimens of
postage stanips.”  Ouor correspordent who elainis some cousiderable
experience in collecting gives his opinion that this plan if generally adop-
ted wonld dispose entively of the hkelihood of many of the cleverest
forgeries being sold in sufficient numbers to pay even the cost of produc:
tion

Tomake a gord imitation costs a great deal more money thav
is generally supposed and from chenply lithographed specimens, carelessly
deawn there is not much to fear in the way of the public being
victimised by them. * The &guand for them being less, there would be
little or no return for these ingenuons people to look to, to reimburse
their outlay.” The same writer concludes an interesting letter, which
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we wish we had room to print in full, by quoting the following, but the
fuct that a lester carrier collects so many used specimens in so short a
time must not be taken as a fair exawple of what anybody else, not
being a letter carrier, could do, as the opportuuities for collecting would
be very differeut, He says * 1 am acquainted with a postman in one
of our large mauufacturitg towns, who hus amassed a grand collection
of something like 4,000 varieties in less than three years which have
all done postal duty, The collection was exsmived by me afew weeks
ago and since that one of the best judges of the day has pronounced
that not a smgle forgery disgruces its pages, and with two exceptions
the stamps are all perfect specimens. A great poiut with my collector
friend would seem to be that the stamp to secure a place in his collection
must be one with a well delined postwark, Some of his specimnens
might be objected to on the ground of over-obliteration but he claims
ruther wore value for those than otherwise.” We shall have more to
say about this next month.
- = - " -

Most of our contemporaries we note have re-iterated our warn-
ing in January against the Iodian bill stamp forgeries and the bogus
surcharges amony the Ceylon stamps. To the same class may be
added the recent alleged issue for the Recmon Isle. Ounce more
iv the record of Plilatelic history bave the stamps of the island
become the vehicle of fraud or attempted fraud upon the publie,
as we ure happy to say, the circumstunce to which we now
refer has not sulficiently developed as to prove a serious matter
in this conuection. as unfortunately wus the case with the
systematic reprinting of the origiual issue. Iun our October issue we
drew attention to the circulation of a number of surcharges on certain
French eolonial stamps, for use as alleged at the time, in the Islaud of
Reunion.  We are now able to inform our readers that these over-
priuted labels are wholly bogus, being indebted for their origin to a
gang of forgers in the Irench capital.

- " - L L

Collectors will soou be able to increase their specimens of
Belgiuw stamps by the 2 france label issued in that country last month.
Wa recollect the aunouncement appearing about some eighteen mouths
ago, that the two franc value wus in the prospective, and it is not a livtle
singular that the fore-cast should bave beeu so fur in advauce of its issue.
A Louden firm is credited with the workmauship of the design which
resembles the one france stamp iu many respects. L'he principal deviation
from the desigu of the lust wmved label is the absence of the laurel bran-
clies, which has made room for u bulky looking ornament representing the
liorn of plenty, and the chavge is one for the better. At a ru.ugh
glance if it were uot for the difference in color, the 2 Iranc stamp might

easily be mistaken for its compauion value the one franc.
- - *

- -

An authority in stamp matters lays down a very good rule
vegarding the valuation of labels that come within the category of
“rure stawps”, apd the rule is this; * o rave stuwps there suot
market vaue, the only real value being what a purchaser can be induced
to give for it.
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The plan of forcing upon members of the International ’hila-
telic Union an outside literary wmugazime, athe official organ of the
Suciety, does not appear to recommend itself in practice.  Wae are led
to opine this a sa wuard against success, from an inspection of rthe
balunce sheet for 1885, which has just roached us. A sum total of £4,
roj resents the amount of the years monetary trausactions, and rather
more than halfthe aunual income is requiied to mect the royalty char-
ged by the pabli-her of the olficial organ, which paper 18 not exclus-
wely devoted to the provisiou of a record of the Society’s work., In
the cou s of the twalve month the member's roll has gone through
the process of Lalving, the subscriptions being now reduced in num-
bur to thirty, although the total income of 1he yeur is not so wmuch
affveted us would otherwise be tho case if the toll per member Lad
not been raised totwoshillings,  Wae fear in this particular the chances
of the Sueiety hove heen serionsly curtailed and its provines encroached
upon, as such an institution naturally thrives the greater in proportion
to the lurgeness of its sphere of wot k. I’uafnge stationery and print-
ing are wiso representrd oo the expenditure side by comparnively
heavy items amounting to £1 125 3d, and it would have heen more
sutistnetory we think, had tt e financial statement bevn supplemented
by foot-potes explanatery of how these items were made up.  As how-
ever, we are not behind the scenes we can only presume that the requ-
irements of the Union in this department are large, The balance in
hund at the end of the year is about 14/- less than the previous year's
roport shewed, and altogerher ww are sorry not to be unable to congrat-
wlate the Society on a more flourishing report, which we are inclived
to thivk might heve been oherwise had the lower subseription been

alluwed to remain and the o her circumstance we have referred to been
absent.

TMew Fssues.

BELGIUM.—Tliee new stamps huve been issued, of similar design
to those of the 1884-% issue,
Adhesives—20 centimes, olive
5U centimes, duil yellow
2 frane vioiet
CEYLON.—Two post cards have appeared of the value of 3
and 10 cems.

Post eards—3 conts,  purple on bufl
19 5 brown

(BILI.—The colour of the 20 centavos slu’mp has undergoue &
change,
Adbesive—20 centavos, grey ;
GUANACASTE.—'lbLe 1, 2, and 40 centayos stamps of Costa Rica
have Leen surcharged horizoutally in small type Guanacaste, sud the »
and 10 centavos huve Leen surcharged in capitals verticaly

Adlesives—1 centuvo, grecn, surcharged in black
& 0 CUTLLL, i 3
5 slate 1 "
g, orange - =
V3 G blue g red
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LIBERIA.—A new issue of all values has appeared.

1 cont, pink 6 . grey
g light green Bl dark grey
8 s deep lilac . yellow

. AR chocolate a2 blue
MOZAMBIQUR.—From a contemporary we learn a new series
of stamps has been issued for this Portuguese Colony.

Adhesives—b reis, black 60 , blue
i green 100 brown
200 4 earmine 200 violet
25, pale lilag 300 , oranga

40 chocolate brown
PORTUGUESE INDIES —From the same source we also learn
the fullowing stamps have been issued for the Portuguese 1ndies.

Adbesives—1}§ reis, black 1 tanga, ink
% W bistre S lue
g . grecn ; S purple

8 ora ge
7 gHANGHAI.—A post card of the value of 20 cash has been
issued.
Post card—20 cash,  pale brown on whito

SURINAM.—The following values of unpaid le ter stamps have

appeared for use in this colony.
24, 5; 10, 20, 25, and 40 cents
TOBAGO —™he colour of the one penny has beeu changed to rose.

Adbasive—1d. rose

The Postage of the Wlorld.

MANY are the changes which have taken place since the penny postage
was first instituted in Great Britian in 1840, At that time etters were
obliged to be taken to the chief post-offices to be frauked with the
clerk’s signiture in token of payment. What a staff of clerks would
have to be employed at the present day to fravk each letter posted.

It was calculated thut in 1840 over oue hundred and ninety—one
million letters passed through the post-offices of the Uuited Kingdow,
and in 1851 this number bad risen to the enormous totul of one tbousund
one hundred and seventy-six willions, thus showing the great advantage
that wus derived by the public through the institution of the penny
post

To turn first to the starops of Great Britain we find no artistic
nerit whatever such as may be fouud in several of the Coutinental aud
foreign Countries. The picture of a young girl about seventeen repre—
sents the Queen of England and Empress of Iudia, It is rumoured that
there is to be a new issue of the Buglish stamps about April, so that,
perhups, at last we are to have a photo of the Queen of Engl.nd, after
ffty years' reign, instesd of the present juvenile face. In Englaud it
Costs « halfpeuny to remit a wewspaper from one town to auother,
;mwewr short the distance, and here again we are behind the times, for
i France a newspaper can be sent all over the couutry for oue centiwe,
ur ove fifth of a half-penny. Surely it is time tiat Eugland, the first
tountry in the world commeuced a reform in its charges, and instituted
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a farthing inland newspaper postage. Many conntries' bistory is told
in their postage stamps, as is evidenced by the 214 issue of Spain and
178 of the United States.

In the latier country we find stamps bearing the profiles of
Fravklin, Jackson, Washigton, Garfivld, Lincoln, Stanton, Jefferson,
Clay, Webster, Scott, Hamilton, and Perry, the most promineut men
of that country. In Spuin and France, too we may truce the
overthirows of Republic and Moparchy in its postage stamps. Com-
pared with countries that followed England iu the institution of postage
this country is still very much in the reary for whilst in Great Britain
the lowe-t value in stamps is a halfepenny, in Spain 20 single stamps
may be obtained for a sum equal in valoe.

In Porto Rico a stamp of equal low value is issued, viz,, a L
milesimo de peso, or 1-2,000th purt of a peso (4s.). In the country
there are no less than 6 different stamps below the value of a
half-penny, the 3, 1, 2, 4, 6 and 8 mil de peso.

Mauny other countiies are in front of Great Britain in the cheap-
ness of their postage, as an indieation of which France, Belgium,
Holand, Iraly. Movaco and Luxewborg issne a 1 centime stamp,
Bulgaria a 1 stotinka, sod Greece a 1 lepra, all of which are of 4 value
equal to 1-10th of a peuny. A letter was received in England recently
from Mouaco bearing 113 stamps of different denominations with
with which the postage had been paid.

Muany alterations have been made in stamps to prevent fraud,
and in England alone nenrly a dozen different designs have been issued,
some printed wiih letters in angles and certain water marks, but none
of them appenr 1o be effectual in preventing forgery. Recently a
clanse was wserted in the Stonp Act, forbidding the use of dies for
the purpose of making stamps, snd inflicting a penalty of £20 on all
persons discovered with a die in their possession bearing the impression
of the Queen. It is estimwed that the American Government are
defrunded of nearly a nnlllion dollars & year owiug to used stawps
being washed and put into cvreularion again,

In Chih and Peru, where war is constantly breaking out,
General Cacervs hus lutely issued a set of stamps, whilst Eastern
Rounelia, the scene of the late crisis in the East of Earope, has also
surcharged its stamps since the unity with Bulara,

The conutry that ranks first as regards artistic merit is un-
doubtedly Persiu, upon whose stamp a portraiv of the Shah is shown
rendering the stanp more hke a picture than & means of transmitting
letters, Many countries in the event of their running ont of the stock of
a certain va ue, surcharge the higher values with that which is required
others, again, cut the stamps in half, as wus evideuced in Dominies
(English possession) recently, where, having come 1o the end of their
half-peony adhesives, the authorities commenced Lalving the penny
stamps for the purpose of a half.penny postage,

In |‘:hgh1h(| wrf‘lnll}' W us resoly ed to have one ﬁlump {or revenug
and postage alike; this was followed Ly the colonies, where the plan
was ulso adopted. The wejority of the English and colouial stauys
are wanufactured by De La Roe's, though some are made by the
American Baok pote Co., New York, among the latter being the
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Newfoundland stamp upon which the Qneen is represented in widow's
weeds, an impression which would be more suited to Great Britain than
the present one.

Doubtless all are aware of the balloon postaze in use during the
Franco-German war, consisting of a sheet of thin paper folded to the
size of an ordinary commercinl envelope, bearing the desion of he Arms
of the French Nation supporting a toblet with the inseri dion. Liberte,
Egalite, Fratenite’, the same tablet supporting a hand poiating to
+ Republique Franecais * eocivcled with glorv.  Sarrou Wling this talilet
may be seen the scales of Justice probably referring to ¢ Egalite "
elasped hands, © Fraternite ™ and wreath representing © Liberte ™ The
Jegend is: ** Par balloon monte, Decret du 26 Septembre” 1870, " in
the top left-haud corner, while in the opposite corner appears : * A ffran.
chisement obligatoire—France-Algerie, 20 centimes—Etranger taxe
ordinaire,”

Many other instances of peculiar stamps might be chronicled if
space permitted, but we must content ourselves with the foregoing
deseription af a few characteristics of the ¢ postage of the world,”
thou; h even after the stamps have been olliterated a certain value
attaches to them. owing to the large namber of perso s who take an
interest i colleeting old postage stamps,

Many of the first issues of varions eountries have realized
fabulons prices, noteable among them being the British Guiana first
issnes, und the Sidney Views; these will feteh from £5 to £10 each
for genuine specimens.  Coming nearver howe we find the | fr. Orange
French  Republie first issue worth £4 at the prosent day.  Even in
England from £3 to £5 have beeu offered for a gennine V R, Euglish
black penny stamp., whilst £3 has been given for the Mulready envelope.

The drst issues of Natal are cqoally searce, as also ure those of
Maunritius and Cabul, together with the Spain (two reals) 1852 issne,
All these, if gennine, will command a price varying from £2 to £10
a-piece, nccording to the priservation of the stump,  Some collectors
take a special interest 1o the vanery of water-marks and plate numbers
(1.e., snull figures on the issue of Great Britain, which have letters in
all angles)

Only about three months ago. a gentleman m London paid
£3.000 for a coll-ction comprising many rare and curions stamps ; the
addition of which to his alam would anake his collection worth £25 000
or six hondred and thirry thousand franes. Some iden is thus obtained
of 1he value of some of the d Taced adliesives which many people have
in their carlier days (when perhaps in want of suflicient mesns 10 obtain
foud) passed over as utterly wor hless,

Iu conclusion it may be stated that the cost to the post-office
anthorities of penny postage stamps is nhout 8d. per 1,000, A metrop-
nlitun penuy post was first started in 1683, The average cost of all
letters wus aboot {;?‘d : for a single letter sent fifteen miles sod nnder,
the churge was4d,  On the 20th Januury, 1840, the uniforun rate of
One penny per Loz, came into operation, 11t [ts
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Correspondence.

To the FEditor of Bullers' Philatelic Observer

SIR,—As a Reader of Butlers’ Philatelie Ohserver from the beginning
perhaps you will nxcuse me if T call attention to what [ beliave a serions
error in yonr observations contained in * EN PASSANT " in  your
January Number, on the state of Philately. There you boldly state
Stamp Collecting is on the decline : now this is what [ mast respectinlly
bat very firmly deay and my proof is this,~the present price of Stamps,
Ouly very lautely a friend wished me to procure him some particalar
issues giving me the prices T was to pay and at which he knew they had
been bought bat I totally failed to execnte his wishes and the prices
asked were in some cases treble and more. than that [ was instrneted to
give, It wonld be folly to deny the general depression in trade, bat
your assert on that the interest in stamp eollecting is decliving is dis.
proved by what [ have statel ; a declining interest would send stamps
into the market, rare issues would become cheaper and a real Album be
fir easier ro be possessed by the man of moderate means than now.
Not only in my opinion, is stamp collecting not declining but there is
no fear, likelihood or even possibility that it ean, every New Conotry
that adopts the Postal System besomes at once a competitor iu the
market for stamps: take the very notice in vour own Journal that fol-
lows the remar’s on the stazuation of the Stamp Trade. namely, your
notice of the Kingdom “of Corea, is not Corea at once interested and
self interested by her adoption of the Postal System, in all that pertains
to Philately ? of course she is and T think, Sir, it ansthing but improlia«
ble nay even very li.ely that from that dis'ant Peninsula, Corean
Collectors may send to you for issnes that will prove my words,  As
to the literature on Stamp Collecting and the jonrnals it supports per-
haps you may in another issue aff rd me space, to say somsthing, but
this is & wide subject in itsell and [ am pleased among many appearances
and disappearances of Philatelic Publications t1 find your own maintaining
the position it assumed at commencing and without agreeing with it in
this instance, am always glad to welcome it.

London, Feb. 4th, 1886. Yours truly, CONFIDENCE
WM. V. D. WETTERN JUN,, J STAMPS OF COREA.
WHOLFSALR The ~et of 5 & 10 mon. post [res
DEALER in POSI'AGE STAMPS, tor2/8,
176. Saratnga Street, \‘Vﬂ hold a larger stock of these l;lam["
5 | than any other firm in Great Britain
BALTIMORE Md., USA. | BUTLER BROS.,

ANTE ' N3 ND.
ALL KINDS OF STAMPS ROUGHT FOR CANTERBURY, ENGUAND.

PROMPT ©\SIT I Vl. F. G R E.ﬂ L]

ALL DEsLERS nre rvq'tf‘ﬁl?l‘] to send €97 BRANNAN STREET
their WHOLESALE Lasr. | QIN R AN SO0, AT
 Now Lixt Gueatis EXTARGED oot | .0\ oypectusarmd mments o it
issued, sent Giratis l:l!l o (;:.t :Eﬁult: gt Ooloniil wail athee stimps, and can
Daalara only, : Evory .naw}:'d v 0 | offor i0 exchango sticl scares shompsas
Juiiva Ut Heloys BHYIDG BIseirECwe: [ Sandwich Is., Guatemala, Hong Eong,

| Chioa, Nicaragua, Honduras, Costs
Goop Orrers Anways WELcoMe, | Riea, Mexico and U.S, dspartments ,
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IMPORTANT!

N consequence of 80 few applications for these Packets we have been oblized ta
defer th:' Draw until Novembe ', 1888 Ii ths numbers aro not
obtaine then we shall give Prizes nceording to numbers received to close our offer.

Read This | Read This | Givep Away ! Givep Away !

1 Grand Cash Gift ..

2 £580
2 ditto £10 each.. 20
10 Collections of Foreign Stamps, 1000 var.,, £8 each 80
v Pairs Mulready Envelopes, £1 each ... 10
40 Packets Rare Seils Foregn Stamps, 10/- each.. 20
4u 4 3 % Ble o s 10
40 e » " BIS YRt 53
200 Rare Sets, 1/- each ... 10
110 packets Rare Stamps. 2/- each ... Vi 10
100 p s iy A= T3 Fr B8
200 o Beautiful Scraps 1/- each 10
100 Splendid Photo Albums. 8- e 25
100 ! Stamp o R ot .y 20
100 A Scrap i 4l- 20
100 Views of London, 8/- each 18
160 Ladies' and Gents' Pocket Books 8/- 18
100 Penknives 1/- “ B

'XYE offer £8300 in prizes, varying from £50 to ls, consisting of 1343
x‘?’ different articles, on condition that we obtain 10,000 applicatious for the
underm wtioned packets, the di-tribution to take place November Ist 886, If
we obtain the requisite uumber before, the gifts will be awarded sooper.

No. 1 packet consists of 1000 Rare Foreign Stamps, inciuding various unused,
post fre- /2, abroad i/5.

No 2 packet a collee isn containing 100 Foreign Stamps, all different, many
rare, post free [ /1, ahroud 1/3. )

No 8 packet cousists of 12 large and beautiful sheets of Seraps, various
designe. post free 1/-, abroad 1/2. ?

No 4, packet, 150 Foreign Stumps, all differeny, including rare South America
W. Indinn, Enropean, &e., post free 1/7, abroad 1/10.

No. 3, Nice set or sets of stamps, either used or unused post free 1/1, abroad 1/3,

*No. 6, 2 0 stamps all different, ivcluding rare Asiatic, African, West Iudian, snd
others equally scarce, post free 2/1 abroad 2/5.

*No. 7. 260 Foreign Stamps frow all parts of the globe, many searce, post free
#[2 abroad 3/9.

No. 8. 500 assorted stamps, including soms very rare stamps, post fres 1/1 abroad

1/3.

! *With No. 6 packet 2 receipts given. No. 7, 8 receipts n

We refrain from mentioning the stamps the packet will include, as owing to the
immense number that will be sold the packets will be always varying. We can, however,
goarantee, that the packetz alone will be worth the money ¢ the prizes simply being
offered as gifts, as an inducement to patronize us on futnre occasions. :

SPE' IAL NOTIUW.—Any pemoukobw.imng orders, and sending remittances for

ckets wi i receipts and 6 packets in retarn.

' bﬁﬂllﬁmﬁ‘:’;'l?a— Yee must hsve the number required, 9Lherwise the Qiatribqtiol
of the ahove gifta will not take place on date named, or uotil the number is received,
Remittances to be made by postal order or penny stamps.

L o
The winning numbers will be published in Butler's Philatelic Observer
December, 1886,

L, B. & §. K, FERGHSON & €0,

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,
AMBERLEY ROAD, HARROW ROAD, LONDON, W

for
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WHITFIELD KING & Co.,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,

AND

PHILATELICAL PUBLISHERS,
LACEY STREET, IPSWICH.

SPECIAL OFFERS TO COLLECTORS.

8 d.
Alsace and Lorraine, with reversed metwork 1, 2, 4, 5. 10, 20, & 25c. setof sevenfor 1 6
Costa Itica, 1st issue, 3 2 4, reals, and 1 peso .. S set of four for 2 6
Mauritius, 1858 (Britavpia), vermllion, red-hrowp, blue,
6d unpcrforated, and 6d. perforated, set of five for 2 6
Mexico, Porte de Mar 1880 issue, 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, & 100 centavoes, set of six for § 6
Por-ia, Service 1 2, 5, and 10 shabhi ... set of four for 1 6
Samoa, 1d., 2d, 3d , and £d ... i b sk sat of four for 1 0
Samoa, 1d., 2d., 3d., 6d., 9d4,, 1s., 2s., and 58. ... set of ei_ht for 4 0
Salvador, 18t issue, 4, 1, 2, and 4 reals... A set of four for 2 6
Servia, 1869 issue, 2, 10, 20, 25, 85, 40, and 50 paras ... setof soven for 1 0

All the above are Upused and in Good Condition.
Wholesale Quotations will be sent on application.

Collectors are invited to send for our Price List of Cheap Packets and Sets of
Stamps, which will ba sant Gratis and Post Free, Our prices will be found to bear
favourable eomparison with those of any other Firm.

Sheets of Stamps sent on approval

LIST OF WHITFIELD KING & Co.'s PUBLICATIONS,

A detailed Prospectus of which can be had on application :—
THE CROWN POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS, newest edition,
2s, 6 , Bs. 6d,, bs,, Gs. 6d., 8s.and 95.; all Post Free.
THE UNIVERSAL POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS. 2lst edition,
78, 3d., 8s. 8d., 98, 9d., 13s. 3d.. 234 6. and 26s. ; all Post free.

THE STANDARD CCLOR CHART.

Designed to illustrate and identify the colors of Postage Stamps, Printed in 142
colors. Price 8s.,, Post free,

IMPORTANT TO DEALERS.  Wae publish every aliernativa month a large and
very complete W olesule List, which we will send regulirly to any Dealer on
application, Our Stoek is very large, and the prices will, on comparison

be found to average considerably lower than those quoted by any other V iolesale
Firm.

All Orders sre executod the same day as reccived. All Stamps sold by us are
WARRANTED GENUINE.

ADDRESS :—

WHITFIELD KING & CO,,
LACEY STREET, IPSWICH,

ESTAELISHED 1868.



PRICE ONE PENNY.
No. @VOL 1] MARCH, 1886.

Butlers
ﬂ}hilatqlit ﬂ}hmqnnq,

SUBSCRIPTION 1/6 PER ANNUM Post Free.

ABROAD 2s. POST FREE.

BUTLER BROS,

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,
NOTTINGHAM.

TO DEALERS!

We have a very large stock and sell the
current, and 1877 issues of GUATEMALA cheaper

than any other house in Great Britain

TO STAMP COLLECTORS!!

We send post free our Special List of sets

upon application.
APPROVAL SHEETS!!!

Stamp Mounts,— One Shilling per 1,000
entirely prevent damage to stamps.

PUBLISHED BY BUTLER BROS, 141, MANSFIELD ROAD,
NOTTINGHAM.

ENTERED AT STATIONERS' HALL.] [ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. I
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NEW STAMP ALBUM

NOW READY, THE FIFI'd EDITION OF THE

Imperial Postage Stamp Album,

In Two Volumes, entirely reviscd, and brought up to the
present date (1885).
Prices Post Free and Securely Packed.

No. 5—Crown 4to, on estra stout paper, strongly bound in embossed cloth, gilt lettering
sprinkled edges.  The two volomes, 14s. 6d. )

No. 6.—Crown 4to, on extra stout paper, superior embossed cloth, ornamental gilt lettering
and border, The two volumes, 17s.

No, 7.—Crown 4ts, on extra stout paper, handsomely bound, with gilt lettering and
ornaments, bevelled boards, gilt edges, and patent expanding clasp. The two
volumes, 19, 6d.

No. 8. —{rown 4ito, on soperior qoality paper, bandsomely bound, extra gilt, bevelled
boards, gilt edges, and patent expanding clasp. The two volumes, 22s. tid.

No. 9 —Crown 410, on saperior guality paper, handsomely bound in moroeco relief, gilt
edpes, two patent expanding clasps.  The two volumes, 32s, fid.

Uniform with the above, being designed as a companton Volume,

The Fmperial Post Card Elbum.

No. ia —S8tyle No. b (sce above). post free, 45. 2d. No. ia.—Style No. 6or 7 (see ubove),
post iree, 53, Bd.  No. Ra.—8tyle No. 8 (see above), post free, 82, 8d, No. Ja.—Style
No, 9 or 10 (see above), post free, 11s. 3d,

Ilustrated 12 page prospectos post free on application,
Stanley, Gibbons, & Co., 8, Gower Street, L.ondon, W.C.

J. H. LACY & Co,
BOTRERBITEE, S.EB. BEXGELARD,

WHOLESALE DEALERS IN
POSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS,
AND COMMISSION AGENTS, ESTABLISHED 1871,

Have a large stock of Stamps of all countries for Sale at prices that cannct be equalled.

Wholesale price list, contains many lines of Valuable Stamps not generally quoted
wholesale. Post Free.

PARCELS SOLD AS IMPORTED.

This system insures a Parcel, large or small being obtained undivided. Purchasers
have stamps at special prices and are not likely to be undersold. List issued periodically
offers also Stampa of other Dealers, held by us for sule on commission. Exchangs trade
haa special artention devoted to it. Foreizn and Colonial Dealers nre invited to send
consignments, which we shall be glad to have for Cash or Exchange,

Provisionals, New Issues, and general regular supplies
required.

J. ‘H. LACY, & Co,
ROTHERHITHE, S.E. ENGLAND.
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“En Passant.”

We owe a few words of apology to our readers for the late
appeararnce of this month’s number, but, in consequence of our removal
from Cauterbury to Nottingham, the delay has been nnavoidable.  Being
unable to obtain suitable premises at Canterbury for our ecounstantly in-
creasing and extensive trade, we determined to remove to one of the
best and most flonrishing towns in the United Kingdom. At Notting ham,
where we are now located, we have facilities in many ways for
exccuting orders, hitherto unattainable, With increased help in all
our departments we shall execute every order with the gieatest expe-
dition and despatch possible,  The communications we have received
either as matters of comment or as original contributions, to the
Yhilatchic Observer, we are not able to use this month but every com-
munication shall receive due atteution, Few, perhaps, are aware of
the temporary difficulties removals from one part of the country to a
distant other part are apt to occasion, while using every effort to attend
to business as usual.  \We hope these fow words will acquit us of any
suspicion uof neglect orinatteution to the orders of onr friends who have
been compelled to wait a little before being attended to, we assure all,
now, no further fear need be entertuined ol any commuvication, not being
instantly attended to.

= - w *

The letter we published last month and the one in our present
issue, on the waning interest in Stamp Collecting, are fair samples
of a mass of courrespondence we have received since our comment on
the subject appeared in the Jauuary number of this mugazine.  Our
remarks have attracted more attention than weever had reason to hope
for and we shall feel awply satisfied if the discussion results iu the
smallest good.  Our correspondent ** Confidence ™ quotes as Lis reason
for refuting our statement the present high price of stamps, and
illustrates his argument by the assertion that he was recently unable to
obtuin some +* particnlar issunes " at treble their known original cost.
This dictum would have been more telling for or against us il onr
correspondent had named the * particolar issues” to which he refers,
nasiuch that it is a well known fact that hoards made by wealthy
collectors ou the coutineut and in this conutry, have made a large
huwber of stamps unobtainable at any price.  We know of oue col-
lection where the V.R. black penny English stamp is represented by 82
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copies of the same stamp; the Capeof Good Hope stamps printed from
wood blocks; the old Saxony labels; the first issne of the United
States, and many other instances may be quoted where these miserly
propensities have effected similar hoards.  This is the reason of the
scarcity of many of the better class stamps, and the consequent difficulty
in obtaining toem—nof the increasing popularity of Stamp-collecting.
On the other hand there are instances without number where obsolcte
stamps have greatly depieciated in value, and lost their old status so to
speak, which is greatly attributable to the circulation of forgeries as
we have already pointed out.  We believe without doubt, that so long
as there is this drawback to the study of the science, Stamp-collecting
will become to the outside public a more aud niore hazardous pursnit
apparently, and Philately will lose caste. That the acquisition of a
Postal System by conntries which have pre¥iously been without any
organised service' is likely to increase our field of research we are
willing to admit, but not in so wide a sense as our correspondent would
have us.

The letter from “F H, R.” in our present issue throws light on the
subject from another point of view to that taken by the writer already
referred to, and we are inclined to think with him that Philately to-day
would have been the stronger had it not been at one time idolised as a
pet pursuit of a fashionable world, TPhilately was then a fashionable
mania—nothing more. Growth and progress might have otherwise been
slower, but it would have been the mwore sure. The precise object
of our January article was more to draw attention to the
three reasons given, viz: remainders or reprints, forgerics
and a lack of good literature, the gradnal effect of which will be
perhaps difficult to perceive for the time being, but if allowed to go un-
checked will not the less seriously mar the future of Stamp-collecting.

- - * - -

As we have repeatedly said, the remedy rests with Collectors,
and to Collectors we must look for the initiative in the matter but with
the view to provide our readers and ourselves with the opportunity of
registering at least our joint protest against the main cause of the
depression, viz: the circulation of so many forgeries, we propose to
Petition Parliament on the subject. The document we think should be
based upon the prayer of the petitioners as simply as possible, aud the
gist of this will be found in another column. The Petition as soon 88
prepared will lie at our office for signature, by tl.ose who wish to do 80
personally but we hope all our readers in other parts of the country will
send us their authority to append their names on their behalf as favorable
to the object of the Tetition. We commend this movement 10
everybody who takes an interest in the welfare and progress of the
Science. It is high time a decisive stop was put to this pernicious
practice of ¢ selling " the public by launching into the market a fluod
of forged .stau]ps, the great mischief of which no one can fully estimate.

- L L *

The sequel to the long vista of surcharged labels recently hailing
from Ceylon is to be found in the record this month of a new c. stamp
for the doubleduty of Postage and Revenue. The question is, as already
poiuted out, which of all this mixed host of super-printed labels muy W¥
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accept as genuine. We have one eminent authority asserting that *‘not
one single legitimate specimen ™ of any of the stamps with the inverted
surcharge are of proper origin, and on the other hand we have an
equally greav authority stating without any qualification whatever, that
this is all a mistake. Now watch the result of this conflicting testim-
ouy. The public do not see the wires pulled but either one opinion or
the other must give way; it is clear they cannot both be correct and
each conviction is spoken or rather written in language that caunot be
doubted. There is probably a surprising revelation in store for us as
collectors, as at present the case seems to be one for somebody’s secret
commissioner to investigate.
" * - -

There is probably only a very small percentage of the great body
of stamp collectors all over the world, who claim the inclusion of fiscal
stamps in their study of Philately. The subject itself may be rejected
on prineiple, althongh the scientific term by which the pursuit is known
to us properly brings the study of revenue stamps within its meaning
and in searching out the derivation of the word, we might reasonably
anticipate that *'Philos™ and * telos"” the two Greek roots, signified
more particu'arly tax stamps in the more correct sense, as although
by the aid of that oft quoted free trapslation, it has been generally
admitied to be a suitable title for the © science of Postage Stamps,” yet
it is not impos«ible that fiscals themselves have more claim prima facie
than purely postal collectors like to accept as a fact, We believe the
firat dictionary to include and explain the meaning of the word Philately
was published in New York, but the definition in this case to the best
of our belief favored * postage’ stmmps as the science to which it
referred. This however is only what bas for a long time vow, been
accepted by the public as correct, and this common admission was
greatly strengthened by a comwputation, made in 1883 that the proportion
of purely postage stamp collectors to sthose who included fiscals or
collected fisculs only, was just ten to one. It would be interesting to
know the name of the individual who thought oot the fitness of includ-
ing the whole world of collectors of ull gorts under the name of Philately,
bu we have become #0 accustomed to its use now that to christen
the hobhy afresh would be like attempting to learn a pew language
very late in life.  To return to revenue stamps however, we should like
to sce them much more songht after than they are. Unfortunately
there is only a limited amonnt of literature about them to be had, aud
consequently they offer almost 100 wide a field for the beginver, The
best catalogue of fiscal stamps that we have seen, owes its origin to a
United States publisher and is of course devoted to United States
Stamps only. There wus once a proposal before English Collectors
that a handbook ou this country's revenne stamps should be prepared
and published, but either from faulty advertisement of the proposal or
bad matagement, the idea never got further than the expression of a
dozen people that the book should be brought out, The late Lord
I"‘O‘ugham is credited with having ooce said that ** he who sets himself
the task of forming a collection of fiscal stamps will in many cases,
find that he has undertaken a task far beyond his power, unless he has
unlimited means;” but this argument loses much of its force when we
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remember that it is possible to collect Reveuue as well as Postage
stamps, in a used condition.
* - - Ld »

There is an amusing reference in one of the Comic papers this
month with regard to farthing postage, although the public must be
pretty well up in the rates of I'rench postage to appreciate the
pungeney of the following cutting from Moeashine,—* The suggested
 farthing stamp ™ is still a far thing, we venture penceaively to remark;
though on the Continent a stamp of this eenlize-ental value is actively
adbesive,” In France a newspuper can be sent for one centims which will
allow 10 to be sent for our English penny ; and circulars and similar
light weighing printed matter come in for the same low rate for
transmission,  While we do not advocate such a low rate as that of
France there would unquestionably be a vast beuefit conferred upon the
nation by the introduction of a farthing post for newspapers.  But we
presume the objection lies iu the fact that the Department could not
very well reduce the rates on one class of matter without admitting a
multitade of trade and private circulars to the same category, on the
principle of * what is sance for the goose is sauce for the gander.” We
are aware of no other objection 1o such a reform in our Post Office and
certaiuly there is not a doubt that in the tremendous increase of business
for the Department the sume logical results might be looked for as was
the case when the penny post first becone u fact.  There would not be
wautivg a proportionately reaumerative returu and the possible evil of
flooding the conitry every-day with smaull printed muter already a
nuisance s counterbalanced on the other band by a positive good.

- - « - -

”

A singular and somewlat novel method of keeping one'’s specimens
ir that of monuting them on a sheet of white cardboard put into a frame
with glass and huug up a8 an ordinary picture would be.  The idea is
a pood one so fur as the adornment o the walls are concerned, bt we
should havdy be buclined to recanmend its adoption unless the wish is to
sealter your collection over the surface of the walls of a three or four
story honse from the attic downwards, asthe usefnluess of the collection
would be considerably minimised.  We cau imagive the couveuience of
having to refer to the 1855 iscue of Brazil in the second Hoor sitting
roons whi'c coeis in the bascment studying the earliest emissions of
1l Wi

. 5@ -

e # Jh = \ __

Ihic suthorities at St. Pierre and Miquelon have adopted a course
in - reference 1o the issue of their surcharged stamps which is 8
worthy example for other post oflices similarly situsted, to muke a
note of and +opy. By so doing a good deol of harm might be
prevented ad a step in the vight diveetion might be recorded in the
reform of ~tunip colleeting. In consequence of the small stock of postage
stanyps on haud in the colony, all leiters must be franked at the post
cdfices, und stamps will no longer be delivered to be taken away. Such
is the tewor of a notice issued a few weeks back by the resident
authorty in these islauds, and it is thought that this ultimatum Wil
briog 1o a full stop the practice by speenlators at the present day ©
puying up large quantities ol suicharged issues, und we sincerely Hope
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the result may come as hoped for. In this month's record ot newly issned
stamps we notice that the type of the surcharge recently chronicled in
G othic letters on the 40 centimes hus been changed to ore in Roman
capitals. The numerals “05" have also proved handy ; they are stated
to differ slightly in type and thus two minor varieties have been made.
The two higher value stamps —the 75¢. and Lf. are also wentioned as
surcharged.

TMew Fssues.

BERMUDA,—The three-pence hus nndergoue a change of colour
and is now printed grey.

Adhesive—3d. Grey,

CEYLON.—We have a new stamp, postage and revenue, value 5
cents, colour purple.

Adhesive—5 ceunts, purple.
FARIDKOT.—A uew value has appeared same type as 1 anna 1883,
Adhesive—~6 pies, black on white

NORFOLK ISLAND.—We hear, upon good authority, a series of
stamps will shortly be issued for this Island.

SANTANDER.—Tle [llustrirtes Briefmarken Journal chronicles
an issue for this State, Three stamps have been issued lithographed
on a white wove paper. L

Adhesives—I1 centavo, light blue
b centavos, red
10 o violet
SERVIA.—A reply card has been issued for this country 10 X 10
paras. brown ou buff.
Post Card—10 X 10, brown on buff.
TOBAGO.—A provisional stamp, value one half-penny, has appeared
Adbesive — §d, surcharged on 6d, light olive.

VICTORIA.—'I'he 3s. ** Stamp Duty * is now printed in light brown

on white paper and the 10s. hus been changed to green on white.

Our Petition to Parliament.

As will be seen from our remnarks in another column, we desire to
register our protest, and our readers to do the same, against the abomin-
able practice of flooding this cuuntry with forged stamps, and therefore
creatmy and increasing the likelibood of collectors and the public
geuerally beinr victimised, by purchasing them in the belief that they
wre gennine  To enter this protest we hope to shortly be able to preseut
to Parliament a petition against this state of things, and the motive that
prompts us to do 8o is we hope one that will animate every one of our
friends who send us their names, viz.: the welfare and prosperity of
Philately,

The authorities have already moved in the matter so far as pub-
lishing in the Gazette an abstract of the Act of 1884, bearing upon the
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subject, but as will be gathered from the following we thiuk a further

step should be taken and asearch made. We ask everybody interested

in Philately to co-nperate with us io this matter, to lay before

Parlisment our idea of the remedy that is required, by sending us their

authority by post card or otherwise to append their nawes, especially

our readers and those of as mauy of their friends as it is possible to
obain, as favorable to the Pstition.

The document as soon as prepared will lie at our office for signa-
ture at 141, Mansfield Road, Nottingham, and those who wish to sign
it personally are iuvited to call upon us and do so. The foilowing will be
the text of the prayer,

“That in view of the opportunities and facilities for t.heJ)e::pet.mbiou of
fraud dailv increased by the manufacture and circulation of
fac-similes and imitations of used and unused postage stamps,
and by these labels being offered for public sale as genuine
Post Office issues from the countries alleged to be represented,
We Pray, that all such !abels may be seized and destroyed
by the Government, and that the Post Office Protection Act
of 1884 may be put in motion against those persons in whose
possession such stamps may be found.”

The St. Louis & Cincinnati Locals.

ST. LOUIS.

In the latter part of November, 1882, a company was organized
in St. Louis, Mo., for the purpose of conveying letters and packagesin
the business or central part of the city, under the title of the St. Lous
City Delivery.

At first the scheme was regarded as a humbug by the merchants.
But the business of the compauy increased so rapidly. that at the
time of their dissolution, (three weeks later) they enjoyed the patron-
age of the people in the vicinity, and were making money fast. As
their business cuused a large decrease o the city receipts the govern—
ment stepped io, in the form of a United States Marshal, and denoun-
ced the business as an iufringement on the U. S, privilege—or rather
monopoly —of carrying mails ou a postal route. The streets of a city
being considered as such, and ordered discontinuance of the same, whic
order was of necessity promply complied with. Many merchauts were
leit from 25 cents to $500 or more out at the discontinuance of the
local post. as the members of the firm hastily left St. Louis, leaving no
trace behind—and the many merchants who had purchased the stamps,
were 80 much out at that time. HBat as ouly a limited supply was left
in the hands of the company, which were all bought by a St. Louis
dealer, the merchants are now realizing upon them, as many have dis.
posed of their stamps at prices paid, and we bave met some that
thought us fools if we offered them 50 cents a 100 for them—not see-
ing what good they were to us.

There were 25,000 printed for this compuny, 20,000 of which,
we are given to understand, were sold to the company’s patrons.

The color iadpink, some of which are much darker than others,
They are all printed on white paper in sheets of 25.




THE PHILATELIC OBSERVER. 7

OINCINNATI.

A short time after the St. Lsuis company was established, a
member of the company was seut to Cincinnati to establish a branch office
to be known as the Cincinnati City Delivery Co. But they had only
fairly started, when they were compelled to quit. In Cincinnati about
the same number of stamps were issued, only about 3,000 being used.
Ey order of the government, all the remaining stamps of the St. Louis
and Cincinnati, were cancelled by a circular cancelling mark. The
unused are considered to be worth more than those cancellsd—and
those on the original envelope command a premium as high as 70 cents
or more.

The same cimpany had stamps printed fir New York,
Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago and Baltimore.—dmerican Paper,

Fottings.

PROBABLY the smallest and most unique post office in the world
is a barrel, which swings from the outermost rock of the mountaius
overhanging the Straits of Magellan, opposite Terra del Fuego,
Every passing ship opens it to put letters in or take them out. Every
ship undertakes to forward all letters in it that is possible for it to
transmit. The barrel hangs by its iron chuin, beaten and battered by
the winds and storws, but no locked or parred post office on land is
more secure.

*

L] » L " *

To many of the younger collectors the signification of the
words, * Thurn and Taxis” which appear on the old German stamps
must be by no means clear, People are as mich, if not more puzzled
about “Thurn and Taxis” than the zollverein. One way search
geographies and gazetteers without obtaining awy solation to the
inquiry 32 often propo:mdad: W h.-.a;t is meant b}; “Thurn ang Taxis?"’

The story of the mystery is easily told. Thurn and Taxis is
not the name of a place but of a family whose ancestors were first
heard of in Italy as the della Torres lords of Valsassiva. Eight of the
family were in succession lords of Milan. The last of the eight, one
Guido, the Rich, perished io a feud with the Viscouti and one of his
sons, Lamorel I., settled in the territory of Bergamo, and took from
the mountain Tasso the name of del Zasso, and afterward de Tassis.
His great grandson inherited the possessions of his predecessors, united
the titles, and was known as Roger L of Thurn and Taxis. This persun—
age was kuighted by the Emperor Fre lerick I1I, in 1450, and in the
latter part of the century founded the fame of lus house by the estub.
lishmeunt of apost in the Tyrol. This venture proved to be the initial
step toward the foundation of a service whose functions otly ceased with
the Prusso-Austriun war of 1866. During that year a large portion of
the German States served by the Thurn and Tuxis post office became
incorporated with Prussia, and on the 18th of Jannary, 1867, this
princely monopoly ceased to exist.

* - - .

A few days ago we received a letter addressed “Butler Bros,
Stamping Porters, Canterbury.” Can auyono eulighten us as to the duties
Stamping Porters perform?
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Correspondence.

To the Editor of Butlers' Philatelic Observer

Sir,

In your last month’s impression there appears in your review of
the past year’s work, a statement that the unmistakeable decline of stamp
collecting has become a serious subject for comment.  Well now sir, as
a collector of 15 years' experience and with au album of a little better
than five thousand varieties, I should like to give vour readers my opinion
in the matter. When I started collecting, the mania that everybody had
to induce everybody else to become a philatelist of the first water had
began to spend itself and in 1870 and 1871 there was abundant evidence
that the hobby was losing a good deal of its national popularity which
perhaps could well luve been dispensed with altogether from the first.
The leaps and bounds by which collecting popularised itself wus the cause
of Punch's appeal :—

When was a folly so pestilent hit vpon,
As folks running mad to collect every spit upon
Post Office stamp that's been soil'd and been writ upon?

People who hecame collectors for tha time being because this or
that wus a popular amusement and an essential element in the fashionable
world huve gradually become buried to the existence of the noble
science of to-day. and I firmly believe that fully five out of every six
who started when I did would fail now to shew yon u collection of
stamps of any account.  They have ceased to trouble themselves about
a subject which was once the rage of the duy and tlis process is still
going on, call it decline. secession, or what you will,  This is the cause
of the diminution in the extent of the once great world of commerce, and
the alleged decline in stamp collecting has been mistaken sir, for the
weeding out of Valueless Jontributions to the welfare of our hobby.
Thavking you in anticipation for inserting this,

I am, &e.,

Hendon, March 10, 1886.

F.H R.

WM. V. D. WETTERN, JUN,,
WHOLKSALE
DEALER in PUS1AGE STAMPS,
176, Saratoga Streets
BALTIMORE, md, U.S.A.

ALL KINDS OF STAMPR BOUGHT FOR
PRUMPT CASH.
Au DEALERS are requéstad to send
their W noLESALE Lasr,

New List GREATLY EXLARGED, just
issued, sent Gratis and Post froe to
Dealers only, Every Daaler should
bave one before buying elsewhere,

Goop OFrers ALWAYS WELCOME,

STAMPS OF COREA.
The =et of 5 & 10 mon, post free
for 2/6,

We hold alarger stock of theso stamps
thuno any other firm in Great Britain,
BUTLER BROS.,
CANTERBURY, ENGLAND.

wu Fl GRE."!

827, BHRANNAN =~TREEV.
SAN FRANQJSCU, CAL,
Desires toreceive consicnments ol Brit-
igh Coloniul nod other stamps, nod can
offer io exchungs ruch ecaror stamps,as
Sandwich Is., Guatemwals, Hong Koug,
Chive, Nicaragun, Henduras, Uosts
Riea, Mexico and U.S, departwents,
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IMPORTANT!

N consequence of 8o few applications for these Packets we have been obliged to
defer the Draw until November, 18868 If the numbers are not
obtained then we shall give Prizes according to numbers received to close our offer.

Read This | Read This | Given Away ! Given Away !
1 Grand Cash Gift .. - £80
2 ditto £10 each..

20
10 Collections of Foreign Stamps, 1.000 var., £5 each 80
10 Pairs Mulready Envelopes, £1 each ... 10
40 Packets Rare Sets Foregn Stamps, 10/- each... 20
40 " " v B gt ren 10
40 ” " " 2}'6 " 8
200 Rare Sets, 1/- each ... 10
100 Packets Rare Stamps, 2/- each .. A 10
100 " " 1 - N L) LLL] e B
200 3 Beautiful Scraps, 1/- each 10
100 Splendid Photo Albums, B/- , 28
100 5 Stamp Z - R 20
100 " Scrap " 4, 20
100 Views of L‘t:mdcar.'tg 3/- each ik 18
100 Ladies’ and Gents' Pocket Books 38/- ... 15
100 Penknives 1/- : B

'YE offer £300 in prizes, varying from £50 to 15, consisting of 1343
MY different articles. on condition that we obtain 10,000 applications for the
underm sutioned packets, the distribution to take place November lst 188¢. If
we obtain the requisite number bofore, the gifts will be awarded sooner.
No. 1 packet couvsista of 1000 Rare Foreign Stamps, including various nnused,
post free | /2, abroad I/5.
No 2 packet, a collection containing 100 Foreign Stamps, all different, many
rare, post free 1/1, abroad 1/3.
No 8 packet cousists of 12 largs and beantiful sheets of Scraps, varions
designs, post froe 1/-, abroad 1/2,
No 4, packet, 150 Foreign Stamps, all different, including rare South America
W, lodinn, BEuropean, &e., post free 1/7, abroad 1/10.
No. 8, Nico set or sets of stamps, either used or unused post free 1/1, abroad 1/3.
*No. 8, 20 samps all different, including rare Asiatic, African, West Tndian, and
others equally scarce, post free 2f1, abroad 2/6.
*No. 7, 250 Foreign Stamps from all parts of the globe, many scarce, post free
¥[2 abroad 3/9,

No. 8, 400 ussorted stamps, including some very rare stamps, post frae 1/1 abroad

1/3. J

J +With No, 6 packet 2 receipts given, No. 7, B receipts 3

We refrain from mentioning the stamps the packet will include, as owing to the
immense number that will be sold the packets will be always varying. We can, however,
guirantee, that the packets alone will be worth the money:‘the prizes simply being
offered as gifts, as an inducement to patronize us on future occasions. ;

SPEI 1AL NOTIUFR.—Any person obtaining orders, and sending remittances for
packels will receive 6 receipts and 6 packets in retarn.

PLEASE NOTE.—We must haye the number required, otherwise the distribution
of the ubove gifts will not take place on date named, or until the nomber is received,
Remittances to be made by postal order or penny stamps. e

'The winning numbers will be published in Butler’s Philatelic Obaserver for
December, 1886,

L. D, & ¥ K, FERGUHION & €O,

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,
AMBERLEY ROAD, HARROW ROAD, LONDON, W
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IMPORTANT TO STAMP COLLECTORS

Just published entirely revised and greatly enlarged the
nineteenth edition of

WHITFIELD KING & Co’s.

PRIGE LISt

FOREIGN AND COLONIAL

ﬂnaiage giamps, ﬁustqaqﬂﬁ, giamy 3lhuma &g, &r.

Sent gratis and post free on application.

THE STANDARD COLOR CHART

Pesigned to iullustrate and identify the colors of postage stamps-
Price reduced to 3/- post free.

IMPORTANT TO STAMP DEALERS.

We have recently enlarged our wholesale list to twelve pages, and it
is now the largest and most complete wholesale list of stamps ever
published. All the newest issues are quoted at the lowest prices.

ALL ORDERS EXECUTED BY RETURN OF POST WITHOUT FAIL.

ADDRESS :—

WHITFIELD KING & CO.,
LACEY STREET,

IPSWICH,
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e PRICE ONE PENNY. =
. — W, NN ___“_ —
No. 11 VoL 1.} (" APRIL, 1886. |

Antlers’

j}h”“f#llf @hs-;ww,&‘

K

SUBSCRIPTION 1/6 PER ANNUM Post Free.

ABROAD 2s POST FREE.

IMPORTANT NOTICE!

10" STAMP. COEEEGCIORS.

BUTLER BROS’

<[EW [LIUSTRATED HIGHT - PAGE ™
PRICE LIST OF PACKETS AND SETS OF

FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS,

STAMP ALBUMS,
PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS, &v., &,

I8 NOW READY,

AND WILL BE SENT POS! FREF I'O AL! APPL!C 1NT‘S

.~ BUTLER BROS.,
FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,

NOTTINGHAM.

PUBLISHED BY BUTLER BROS, 141, MANSFIELD ROAD,
NOTTINGHAM.
ENTERED AT STATIONERS' HALL.]

[ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

g
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IMPORTANT TO STAMP COLLECTURS

Just published entirely revised and greally enlarged the
nineteenth edition of

WHITFIELD KING & Go’s.

PRICE LIST

FOREIGN AND COLONIAL

ﬂnsingc 5mmps, ﬂostq:trﬂgﬁ, 51;1:11;1 jlhumﬁ &g, &

SentL gratis and post free on application.

THE BYANDARD COLOR CHARY
Presigned to iullustrate and ideutify the colors of postage stamps:
Price reducel to 3/- post [ree.

IMPORTANT TO STAMP DEALERS.

We have recently enlarged our wholesale list to twelve pages, and it
is now the largest and most complete wholesale list of stamps ever
published, All the newest issues are quoted at the lowest prices.

ALL ORDERS EXECUTED BY RETURN OI' T'0OST WITBOUT FAIL.

ADDRESS :—

WHITFIELD KING & CO,,
LACEY STREET,

IPSWICH,
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i Autlers
lplaiqln @mewcn,

SUBSCRIPTION 1/6 PER ANNUM Post Free

ABROAD 2s. POST FREE.

S—

IMPORTANT NOTICE!

TO STAMP COLLECTORS,
BUTLER BROS:

<[EW [LIUSTRATED KIGHT - PAGE >
PRICE LIST OF PACKETS AND SETS OF

FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS,

STAMP ALBUMS,
PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS, &, &,

IS NOW REIADY,

AND li!l[ BE ‘Hfh? POST FREE TO ALL APPLICANTS.

BUTLER BROS.,
FOREIGN STAMP !M’POBT’E.RS-

PUBLISHED [\ IITIII BROS., 141, MANSFIELD RU\LJ
NOTTING II\\]
ENTERED AT STATIONERS' 1ALL,] [ALL RIGITS RESERVED.
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Now Ready, tne Fifth Edition, entirely Revised and Corrected, of

STANLEY. GIBBONS, & CO.'S

Price Catalogue of Postage Stamps,

INCLUDING ALL NEW ISSUES UP TO APRIL, 1886

Also an APPENDIX to the aboee, consisting of over 2,400 Hlustrations,
With Reference Numbers attached corresponding with the Catalogue.
For the Idenufication of hittle krown Stomps, Oriental Values, and Surcharges
this Publication will bo found invaluable

All the varieties of Witermark, Surchurgo, Error, and Parforation will be foun
inlly Catalogued. Tuese deseriptions bave beon greatly extendod, which, combine!
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“En Passant.”
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We are all of ns pretty well aware of the vagaries nsoally
attendant upon the life of a by-post. The very eomponnd itself is sne-
gestive  of  petty tranzactions hardly worthy of a postal service,
although this would be morve complete it the Grst part of the word wis
provided with a final letter e We find o the envent montl's
record of new issues, details of two stamps which have been preparel
for nse in the Arendal (Norway) local post. The precise date of ssue
wiis the pinth of the month, and two days later both these valpes-
the 7 and the 9 ire were surcharged in black. with a larger numeral 5.
the new value intended to be thus erested being the 5 dre, W bolieve
that the ewission hns been accompanied with the eastomary recon-
mendations from the inevitable « comeliody,” but ab the sane tie we
have no hesitation in reiterating the suggestion that far purposes of
sale to collectors and ‘not for legitimare nse were these labels issoed.
Wi have since ascertained ton, that four other values in various colors
have now made their appearnnee, whicliio their turn have been followed
by a Turther issue of all the sevies printed from the same dies, witl e
colurs indiseriminately changed, so that the 7 6retakes the 2 Gire color
the discarded color of the 7 ore goes to the next lowor value—the 4 oee
and soon.  Thus in less than a formight we have a fully-fledged By-pos
with asupply of a good ronnd score of labels. ineluding rwo surcharged
values,

. L - - o
In our February nnmber we mentioned the fact that speci-
mens of the Bermuda Islands stamps had been secu in g surchiay el
condition specially for use in Gibraltar, and we find  that a compler
provisional series lias been prepured by the authorities.  This cousists
of seven adiwsives. two postenids, one wrapper, aud ove registiation
savelope, wnd a most extraordinnry variety of sonrees has heon drwn
tpon 1o provide thew. 16 is haedly necessary pechaps to cemind our
Feaders that the surchiurge consists of wmerely the word = Gilaltae ™ iy
black neross 1he upper part of the stamp in most instances, but e seeugs
that the mile adopted was to print over the inscription of the old wame
o the stmnp.  To supply the adhesives the Bernmda Stamps liave
beon pressed into service, and (he news-wrapper was nriginally 1l
\ b Nutal with the stanp dmpressed in brown = the posteanic oo,
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“XEn JPassant.”

We are all of us pretty well aware of the vagaries usually
attendant upon the life of a by-post. The very compound itself is sng-
gestive of petty transactions hardly worthy of a postal service,
although this would be more complete if the first part of the word was
provided with a final letter “e.” We find in the current month’s
record of new issues, details of two stamps which have been prepared
for usein the Arendal (Norway) local post. The precise date of issue
was the ninth of the month, and two days later both these values—
the 7 and the 9 Gre were surcharged in black, with a larger numeral 5,
the new value inteuded to be thus created being the 5 ire.. We believe
that the emission has been accompauied with the costomary recom-
mendations from the inevitable * somebody,” but at the same time we
have no hesitation in reiterating the suggestion that for parposes of
sale to collectors and ‘not for legitimate use were these lubels issned.
We have since ascertained too, that four other values in varions colors
have now made their appearance, whichin their turn have been followed
by a further issue of all the series printed from the same dies, with the
colors indiscriminately changed, so that the 7 ore takes the 2 ire color
the discarded color of the 7 ore goes to the next lower value—the 5 ire
and so on. Thus in less than a fortnight we have a fully-fledged By-post
with a supply of a good round score of labels, including two surcharged
valoes,

. - - bl *

In our February number we mentioned the fact that speci-
mens of the Bermuda Islands stamps had been seen in a surcharged
condition specially for use in Gibraltar, and we find that a complete
provisional series has been prepared by the authorities. This coosists
of seven adhesives. two posicards, one wrapper, and one registration
envelope, and a most extraordinary variety of sources has been drawn
Bpon to provide them. It is bardly necessary perhaps to remiud our
readers that the surcharge consists of merely the word * Gibraltar" in

lack across the upper part of the stamp in most instances, but it seems
that the rule adopted was to priut over the inscription of the old name
of the stamp. To supply the adhesives the Bermuda Stamps have
‘U pressed into service, and the news-wrapper was originally the

\ #d. Natal with the stamp impressed in brown : the posteards cows
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partly from the Natal stock, and the higher value is the penny St.
Vincent in carmine, while the registration envelope may be recognised as
a portion of the Barbados complement. Soch a medley of contri-
hations to any postal service can hardly find a parallel in history, and
the fact that the good people of Gibraltar have been favored with such
a mixture savours of the rongh and ready policy of modern officialism.
1t is a matter of surprisc too that a less troublesome and expensive a
ray was not adopted, and the only logical reason that can have
prompted this procedure is the probable necessity to reduce the stocks on
hand in some of our colonies. A change may be contemplated all
ronnd in the Natal. St. Vincent, and Barbados stamps, :aind as the cur-
rent issue of English labels for the time being has hitherto sufficed for
the requirement of Gibraltar, there is no doubt a separate legitimate
series in preparation for that colony.
The following table of the surcharged series may be useful, as it
is made up from news per the last mail at time of writing from

Fibraltar:

Adhesives : }d. green )
1d. rose
2d. duoll lilac

21d. sky blue t-Bermuda,
4d

orange
td. violet
1s. buff

Posteards Jd. brown on buff—Natal.
1d. carmine on buff —St. Vincent,
Wrapper 1d. brown on slate—Natal.
Reg. Env. 2d. light blue on white—Barbados.
Since penning the above we have learnt that the colors of the
1d., 8d., and the 1s. Bermuda have been altered to green, grey, and
light brown respectively.
e - - . -

It would appear that the number of complaints lodged agaiust
the establishment of foreign post offices in Constantinople dnes not
decrease, and it is just possible that several Enropean courtries having
representative offices there will be asked to withdraw. Eoglaod and
Germany have specially surcharged stamps for use in the Eastern
capital.  We believe, the Turkish post offices themselves bave not the
germ of punctuality about them, generally speaking.

- L * * -

In the midst of all the coniroversy abont the surcharged Freoch
stamps for the Reunion Isle there has just been published by the
Timbre Poste a proof of their genuine character. To wit, the editor of
that journal, who has all along we mnust admit, been thoroughly
conversant with the various points in the history of these labels, has
produced a letter-press copy of the order from the Governor of the colony
* authorisivg the surcharging of this old stock to the extent of three
hundred thousand stamps”— each label being produced in quantities
proportionate to the requirements of the public.  Therefore in spite of
the hurly burly of opivion for and against these labels there is not uow
much donbt we think that they belong to a genuine emission, although
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of course there is ample room to question the necessity for their issue

from a postal point of view. TIn addition to the authority quoted above

there has been plenty of letters recently received franked with the 2ic,

surcharged on the 40¢ stamp which are thus admitted by the Post office

lo possess the necessary franking power so that there is little room

left to question the origin of at least the used specimens.
»* * - E 3 *

As an instance worth uoting of the way in which sub-varieties
are created and trivial straws left for the catalogue makers to catch at
we may quote the Poringese 20 reis stamp. This up to the present has
been supposed to be and accepted as identical in design to that of the
same value in the issne preceding this one.  But a distinction with a
difference has been made out against the stamp. A collector has
discovered that the space between the two numerals of value is greater
than formerly, so that the figures ave furtherapart. A fresh issue is noted
for Mozambique and we believe that this new series has been taken asa
model for fresh sets for the Portugese Indies, with the exception of the
variations in the different values from reis to tangas, but beyond this
we may take it thav the dies used in both cases are very probubly
accomodating ones and are identical with each other. The unew labels
may be described as similar to the Portugese 1870 issue slightly
modified although as a matter of course perhaps, the palm for finish
and business like workmanship belongs to the last issue, The tablet
in the upper part of the old design is somewhat conspicuous by its
ubsence and this has made room for the oval shaped band bearing the
inseription to be continued round the upper part of the stamp. This
band is one of solid color and the inscription consists of the same words
as befors in white letters, In the labels for use in the Portugese
settlements the only difference noticeable is the necessary one in the
alteration of the name and values. There are seven stamps of this
series and nine for Mozambique.

* » * - >

The use of Stellaland stamps in British Bechuunaland has been
discontinued for some time past, although some authorities assert it
was not until the territory was aunexed to Cape Colony that it became
known as British Bechunaland. Still it seems most feasible to us that
the stock of Stellaland stamps should be used up in the ordinary course
whether the name of the state is changed or not, before any fresh issue
was prepared. The fact that provisional stamps in the shape of
surcharged Cape stamps are now employed strengthens our argumont.
Four values have been noted up to the time ol writing but there 18
difference of opinion about the surcharge on the half-penny label, We
have seen it in black whilst one of our contemporaries on the Continent
quote the overprint in red. The values seeu already are the §d. 1d. 2d,
and 6d,

- & - - -

A SEARCH FOR FORGED STAMPS!|
Sea the February and March numbers of Butlers  Philatelie
Observer.,
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The Drawback to [Philately.

Every amusement, every mauia, every pleasure one can take in
life, has its drawbacks, its impediments to perfection, and the amuse.
ment, mania. science, or whatever title you may give to stamp collect-
ing, is by no meavs exempt from this misfortune, We will dwell on the
great evil, which has partially roived collections, viz , forgeries. Let
us take into consideration young collectors: they have no experience,
and in many cases no adviser to lead them overdangerous places, they
must trust only to luck to a certuin extent: in exchanging they must
he exceedingly careful to not only choose a person with whom they are
sufliciently acquainted to know his character, but they must enquire
into the means by which he obtained the stamp in question ; if taken off
a letter, or given by an older friend to the exchanger, it is excusable
to believe in its genuineness, but, if bought, more caution should be
observed, as counterfeits have been made to such perfection that an
older head than the novice's might be puzzled until comparing it with a
gennine one.  Beginners often make a gross mistake in believing that
becwuse a stamp is cancelled it is more likely to be genuine. This, of
course, is folly. If large firms, such as the one in Boston, can engrave
& stump so beautifully, can they not cancel them?  Any schoolboy may
cut two or three triangles or circles out of rubber cork, make a pad,
gaturate it with ink, and cancel as many stamps as he pleases. Be
careful to take nothing for granted without first investigating
thoroughly.

It is much better to refuse stamps that are questionable even to
the appareot loss of your collection, for one counterfeit spoils a page of
gemnine ones, it hurts  the eyes of older collectors, and not only
lowers the value of the collection, but causes it to be felt that if
there is one counterfeit, there ure very possibly more. Itis well for a
young collector to take one or more journals on Philately, reading
carclully the experiences of others.  As a last caution we should advise
dealivg strictly with dealers whom you kuow to be honest, by either
expericnce or hearsay,  Almost every small dealer has some speciality
that he ofiers much below the standard price, and these are often
forgeries, It is best to go steadily upward, and in a sbhort time you
can say with bonest pride: ** 1 have a genuine collection without oune
forgery.”

Mew Fssues.
BERMUDA.—The stamps for this island have been changed in
colour, as nnder :—
Adbosives—half-penny, pale green.
Lwo-pence, brown violet.
four-pance, orange red.
six-pence, purple.
one shilling, brown.
A Posteard of the value of three balf-pence has been issued.
Posteard—penny half-penny, earmine on buff.
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BRITISH BECHUANALAND.—The stamps of Stel'aland are
now obsolete, and a series of the Cape of Good Hope stumps have
been surcharged for use in the part of that country which has been
annexed to Cape Colony.

Adhesives—half-penny, black, red surcharge.
one peony, rose, black

two-pence, brown, ,, ¥
three-pence, lake, ,, 1
six-pence, violet, ., o

CAPE VERDE ISLANDS —A new issue has appeared, of the
same type as those lately issued for Mozambique.

Adhesives— 5 reis, black. Adhesives— 50 reis. blue.
10 ,, green. 100 ,, brown.
20 ,, bright carmine. 200 ,, violet.
25 ,, lilac 300 ,, orange.

40 ,, chocolate.

CHINA —This country has now issued a new series of stamps,
of a smaller size than the previous issue.
1 candarin green.
3 - lake.
5 i yollow,
CYPRUS.—A new value of 12 piasters, of the same design as the
current issue for this island, has been issued.
Adhesive 12 piasters, red.

LAGOS —A half-penny stamp, same type as the current issue, has
appeared.

Adherive—half-ponny, green.

NATAL,—We have seen the following new surcharges.
Half-penny on one penny, red, black surcharge.
Two-pence on three-pence, grey, ., 3
PERU.—A coutemporary states that a pew issue will shortly
appear, consisting of the following values.
Adhesives— 2 centavos, yellow. Adhesives—20 centavos, green,
5 o ETOY. 50 i rose,
10 .  blue, 1 sol, black.
PERSIA.—A series of unpaid letter stamps has been issued, of
the following values.

Adhegives— 1 shahi, bluo on white paper | Adbesives—1 kran, blue on white paper
2 " " ] 2 " "
5 e " 3: 5 " :: i)
6 . " " 1 toman, ,. o=
10 " " "
I.EI » 1) ” '

PHILLIPINES.—A new value of 1-8th de centavo has been
issued.
Adhesive—1-8th de centavo, yellow green.

ROUMANIA.—Another of the new type has appeared.
Adhesive— b bani, groen.

SHANGHAIL —Two provisionals have appeared. The 80 cash
flesh and 100 cash yellow have been surcharged in blue with 45 casn
and " so casH.”

Adhosives—4a0 cash on 80 cash, blue surcharge,
6“ 3] Im »n ”n
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STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. — The [Ilustrites  Briefmarken

Journal chrouicles two reply postcards, vig, :
Posteards—1 X 1 cent, gresn.
3 X 3 cents, blue,

TURKEY.— The Timbre Poste chronicles the two following stamps

Adhesives—5 paras, blue on pale lilae,
25 piastres, black on grey black.

"o We shall at all times b_e_pleased to receive any information
relating to new issues,

Qur [Petition to Parliament.

We desire to register our protest, and our readers to do the
same, against the abominable practice of flooding this country with
forged stamps, and thereby creating and increasing the likelihood of col.
lectors aud the public generally being victimised, by purchasing them in
the belief that they are genuine. To enter this protest we hope to
shortly be able to present to Parliament a petition againt this state of
things, and the motive that prompts us to do so is we hope one that
will animate every oue of our friends who send us their pames, viz. the
welfare aud prosperity of Philately.

The authorities have already moved in the matter so far as pul-
lishing in the Gazette an abstract of the Actof 1884, beuriug upon the
subject, but as will be gathered from the following we think a further
step should be taken and & search made. We ask everybody interested
in Philately to co-operate with us in this matter, to lay before Parlia-
ment our idea of the remedy that is required, by sending us their
authonty by post card or otherwise to append their pames, especially
our readers and those of as many of their friends as it is possible to
obtain, as favourable to the Petition,

The document has now been prepared and will lie at our office
for signature at 141, Maosfield Road, Nottingham, and those who wish
to sign it personally are invited to call upon us and do 0. The follow-
ing is the text of the prayer :—

"*That in view of the opportunities and facilities for the perpetration of
fraud daily increased by the manufacture aml circulation of
Jac-ximiles and imitations of used and unused postage stamps,
and by these labele being offered for public sale as genuine
Post Office issues from the countries alleged to be represented,
We Pray, that all such labels may bLe seized and destroyed by
the Government, and that the Post Office Protection Act of 1884
may be put in motion against those persons in whose possession
such stamps may be found."”

If you agree with the spirit of this movement please send in
onr name and address at once or call and sign the Petition personally.
he more names we get the greater likelihood there is of our Petition

attaining some practical results.
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Sarawak.

The country of this pame is little known and seldom spoken of
except in connection with philatelic matters. It isa district on the
porth-western coast of Borneo, with an estimated popnlation of 200,000,
Sarawak is governed by a Rajah, who is nominally subjected to the
Sultan of Borneo, but is really independent. A Sultan bears nearly the
same relation to a Rajah as an Emperor does to a Kingin more civilized
lands.

Sarawak is not mountainous, as it lies between the hills and the
shore. The principal river is the Sarawak, a navigable stream, at the
mouth of which is located the capital of the same name. It isa city of
25,000 inhabitants. The government of this interesting country is a
peculiar one. Its head is an Eoglishman, with a Hindoo title and Malay
subjects. A great part of these latter belong to trihes of Dyaks, The
Dyaks are noted for their singular custom of collecting human heads.
It makes no difference whether the head be that of an enemy or not; inany
case it is cut off and dried, and the Dyak places it on exhibition in his
hat, with as much pride as a philatelist shows his stamp collection.
This unpleasant habit was forbidden by the first English Rajah, and is
now practically extinct in the dominions of his successor.

The way in which the singular state of woverument mentioned
came into existence is as follows: James (afterwards Sir) Brooke was
yachting in the East Indian Waters, thinking of a plan to suppress
piracy there. In 1838 he visited Sarawak, and in 1340 assisted Muda
Hassim, the ruling Rajah, in fighting the rebellious Dyaks. Muda
Hassim, perceived before long that he was unable to keep in subjection
such a turbulent people. and, as he was the heir of the Snltan of Borpeo,
to whose kingdom he expected to succeed, he decided o resign the
Rajabshipin favour of Brooke, if the latter would conseot.  Accordingly,
September 25th, 1841, in the presence of the assembled population,
Jumes Brooke received the power of Sarawak, and was soon after
confirtned by the Sultan. Uunder his wise rule the country prospered,
and at his death June 11, 1868, he was succeeded, by his nephew, Churles
Johnson Brooke, who found head hunting suppressed, piracy stopped,
laws, trade, and other requirements of a commercial state, He is the
present Rajah.

One postage stamp was issued during the lifetime of Sir James,
It was a three cent, brown on yellow, and appeared in 1868 In the
corners were the letters J. B. R, S. which siguify James Brooke Rajah
(of) Sarawak. Tn the centre was his portrait. In 1871 the new Rajah
issned another three cent stamp, same color, bearing his own portrait,
The letters in the corners remained, but J. was changed to O, to smnd
for Charles. A set of 5 values followed in 1875. The currency is
Dutch ; 1 Gulden, 100 cents.

T'wo cts., mauve; 4 cts., brown; 6 cts.. green; 8 ets,, hlue; 12
cts., rose,

A revenue stamp is alzo known, it is of the value of three cents
4nd is priuted in black on slate colored paper, It is quite searce in this
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country.

Both the three cent stamps are extensively imitated by forgers.
The best counterfeits come from Boston. They are well got up, but,
on comparing with the genuine, one will see that the engraving is not
quite fine cnough, and the perforation is detective ; Nevertheless they
doubtless deceive many, Empire State Philatelist.

Correspondence.

To the Editor of Butlers’ Pkilatelic Observer
Sir,

To your remarks in last month's number may I be permitted to
add one word in reference to fiscal stamps. It is best to keep these in
a separate book if one desires to collect them. and the receptacle can be
sub-divided into as many departments as you have sorts of stamps. Law,
Customs, Bills, and the various duty stamps are best kept each to
themselves it. the pages set apart for them, and it is very undesirable
that they should be at all crowded. A reasonuble space given to each
specimen gives you a good effect and in the designs of most fiscal stamps
there may be found greater besuty than in the present postage stamps
of alrost any country. 1 am a collector of English fiscals and do not
find it a more expensive hobby than postage stamp collecting.

Yours, etc,
PHILOS.

NOTICE to Subscribers abroad.—With the June number will
commence Vol, 2 and to ensure the first number of the new volume
being posted on the day of publication, it wiil be necessary to remit. us
the amount of subscription (Two Shillings) before June 15th.

WM. V. D. WETTERN_ JUN., STAMP MOUNTS!!!

WIOLESALE 1/- per 1000.
. g " i lwg
DEALER in POSTAGE STAMPS, S e S

|

|
176, Saratoga Street ’ FOREIGN STAVP IMPORTERS,
BALTIMORE. Md., USA. |

NOTTINGHAM.
ALL KINDS oF STAMPR BOUGIT FOR
FROMPT CABH ! wl Fl G B EA" Y ’
Au. DEsLERS ure requested to send | 827, BRANNAN STREET.
thell W HOLESALE LIsT. ] ! SAN FRANC/S8CO, (AL,

New List (Rt A70Y ENTARGED, just Deairos to receive consignmentsof Brit-
jssued, sent Gratis and Post free to ish Coloninl nnd ofher stamps, and can
Dealers only. Every Dealer showid | oqorin exchangs such scarce s1amps,as
have one before buying elsewhere. Sandwich Is., Guatemala, Hong Kong,

Chine, Nicaragns, Honduras, Costa
Goop OFFERS ALWAYS | WELCOME. Lica, Mexico and U.S. departments,
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IMPORTANT!

N consequence of so fow applications for these Packets wa have been obliged te
defer ths Draw until November, 1886 If the numbers are nok
obtainad then we shall give Prizes according to numbers recaived to close our offer,

Read This ! Read This ! Given Away ! Givey Away!

1 Grand Cash Gift .. - w £BO
2 ditto £10 each.. 20
10 Collections of Foreign Stamps, 1.000 var,, £3 each 30
Iv Pairs Mulready Envelopes, £1 each ... 10
40 Packets Rare Sets Foregn Stamps, 10/- each... 218
U ” " " f ] IR
0 b, 3 " 2B s
200 Rare Sets, 1/- each ... 10
:30 Packets Rare Stamps, ?f— each .. - 1g
0 £ o’ e tas :
200 »»  Beautiful Scraps, 1/- each 10
100 Splendid Photo Albums, B/- 28
100 » Sl.amp " 4"‘ " vew e 20
10077 o Scrap o &l- 20
100 Views of London, 3/- each 18
160 Ladies’ and Gents’ Pocket Books 8/~ .. 18
100 Penknives 1/~ 8
YNAYE offer £300 in prizes. varying from £50 to ls, consisting of 1343
XX: different articles, on condition that wae obtain 10,000 applications for the

underm wmtioned packets, the distribution to take place Nowvember lst 1886, If

we cblain the requisite number before, the gifts will be awarded sooner,

No. 1 packet consists of 1000 Rare Foreign Stamps, including various unused,
post free /2, abroad 1/5.

No 2 paeket. a collestion containing 100 Foreign Stamps, all diferent, many
rare, post free | /1, abroad 1/3,

No 3 packet consists of 12 large snd beantiful shests of Scraps, various
designs, post frea 1/-, abroad 1/2,

No 4, packet, 150 Foreign Stamps, all different, incluoding rare South America
W. lodian, Buropenan, &c., post free 1/7, abroad 1/10.

No. B, Nice set or séts of stamps, either used or unused post free 1/1, abroad 1/3.

*No. 6, 20 stamps all different, including rare Asiatic, Africap, West [ndian, snd
otheras equally scarce, post [ree 2/], abroad 2/6.

"*No. 7, 260 Foreign Stamps from all parts of the globe, many scarcs, post free
/2 abroad 8/9.

No. 8, 500 assorted stamps, including some very rare slamps, post free I/1 abrond
8. :
*With"No, 6§ packet 2 receipts given, No. 7, 8 recei F
We refrain from mentioning the stamps the packet will include, as owing to the
immense number that will be the ets will be always varying. We can, however,
guarantee, that the packets alone be worth the money : the prizea simply being
offered as gifts, as an inducement to patropize us on future oceasions.
SPECIAL NOTICE.—Any person obtaining orders, and sending remittances for
packets will receive 6 receipts and 6 packets in retarm.
~ PLEASE NOTRE—We must bave the number required. otherwise the distribntion
?3 the above gifts will not take place on date named, or until the number is received,’,
lemittances to be made by postal order or penny stamps.
De 'l'hlfervinning numb:yn will be published in Butler’s Philatelic Obsarver for
camber, 1886,

Ln Dl & ‘l In !Eneawn & eo'l;

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,
AMBERLEY ROAD, HARROW ROAD, LONDON, W
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country.

Both the three cent stamps are extensively imitated by forgers,
The best counterfeits come from Boston. They are well got up, but,
on comparing with the genuine, one will see that the engraving is not
quite fine cnongh, and the perforation is detective; Nevertheless they
doubtless deceive many, [Zmpive State Plilatelist,

Corresponodence.

To the Fditor of Dutlers' Pliuatelic Observer
Sir,

To your remarks in last month’s number may I be permitted to
add one word in refercrce tofiscal stamps, It is best to Jieep these in
a separate book if one desires to colleet then, and the receptacle can be
sub-divided intoas many departments as you have sorts of stamps. Law,
Customs, Bills, and the various duty stamps are best kept each to
themselves it the pages set apart for them, and it is very undesirable
that they shiould be at all crowded. A reasonable space given to each
specimen gives you a good effect and in the designs of most fiscal stamps
there may be found greater beauty than in the present postage stamps
of alrost any country, I am a collector of Fuglish fiscals and do not
find it a more expensive hobby than postage stamp collecting.

Yours, ete ,
Puir.os,

NoTIcE to Subseribers abroad.—\Vith the Jupe number will
commence Vol 2 and fo ensure the first pumber of the new volime
beiug posted on the day of publicarion, it wiil be necessary to remif us
the amount of subscription (T'wo Shillings) before June 15th.

WM. V. D. WETTERN_ JUN.,
WIHOLE SALE
DEALER in POSTAGE STAMPS,

176, Saratoga Street,
BALTIMORE Md. USA.

STAMP MOUNTS!!!

1~ per 1000,
BUTLER BROS.
FOREIGN STAMP INPORTERS,

NOTTINGHAM.

ALL KINDS (F STAMPS HOUGHT FoOR

PROMET CASH
Lt DEsLis aro requested o send
then s noLEsALe List.

New List O a1ey ENLARGED, jusk
jssued, sent Gralis and Post (ree to
Dealers only,  Every Dealer shoud
have one hefore buying elsewhore,

Goop OvrFers ATWAYS | WELCOME,

W. F. GREANY,
R27. BRANNAN STREET,.
SAN PRANCLIBCO, AL
Nesivas to receive consignmentsof Brit-
ish Colonin] nnd crthor <tamps, and can
offerin exchange such searor 81amps, s
Sandwich Is., Guatemala, Hong Kong,
China, Nicarngua, Honduras, Costa
liiea, Mexico and U,S, departments,
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IMPORTANT !

AN consequence of 8o fow applications for these Packets wo have been obliged te
4 defer the Draw until Novembe-, 1886 If the numbers are not
Sbhtained then we shall give Prizes according to numbers received to close our offer,

Read This ! Read This ! Givey Away ! Give Away !

1 Grand Cash Gift .. s . v 2BO

2 ditto £10 each.. 20
10 Collections of Foreign Stamps, 1.000 var.,, £5 each 80
10 Pairs Mulready E£nvelopes, £1 each ... 10
40 Packets Rare Sets Foregn Stamps, 10/- each.. 20
41U pe 54 p Bl=d ™ 2 e 10
40 »” - A 3 2;8 " LA 5
200 Rare Sets, 1/- each ... 10
100 Packets Rare Stamps, 2/- each ... o 10
100 " " 1!— " e e e 5
200 ¥ Beautiful Scraps, 1/- each 10
100 Splendid Photo Albums, 8/- 28
100 1] S‘-amp e 4]“‘ ti ] (LR wes 20
100 . Scrap s A= 4 20
100 Views of London, 3/- each 18
160 Ladies’ and Gents’' Pocket Books 3/- 18
100 Penknives 1/- 8

-‘g?l.".\!’l?: offer £800 in prizes, varying from £50 to ls, consisting of 1343
N different articles. on condition that we obtain 10,000 applications for the
underm wtioned packets, the distribution to take place November Ist 1886, If
we obtain the requisite number before, the gifts will he awarded sooner.

No. 1 packet consists of 1010 Rare Foreign Stamps, including various unused,

post free 1 /2, abroad 1/5.

No 2 packet, a collection conlaining 100 Foreign Stamps, all different, many

rare, post free 1/1, abroad 1/3.

No 3 packet cousists of 12 large and beautiful sheets of Secraps, various

designs, post free 1/-, abroad 1/2.

No 4, packet, 150 Foreign Stamps, all different, including rare South America

W. Indian, European, &e., post free 1/7, abroad 1/10.

Nao. 8, Nice set or sets of rtamps, either used or unusad post free 1/1, abroad 1.
*No. 6, 2 0 stamps all different, including rare Asiatic, African, West Indian, und

others equally scarce, post free 2/1, abroad 2/5.

*No. 7, 250 Foreign Stamps frow all parts of the globe, many scarce, post froe

+/2 abroad 3/9.

No. 8, 500 assorted stamps, including some very rare stamps, post free 11 abroad

1/3.

JI #\Vith"No. 6 packet 2 receipts given, No. 7, 3 receipis

We vefrain from mentioning the stumps the packet will include, as owing to the
immense number that will be sold the packets will be always varying. We can, however,
gusrantee, that the packets aloneé will be worth the money: the prizes simply being
offered ne pifts, as an inducement o patronize ns on future occasions.

SPELTAL NOTIUE.—Any person obtaining orders, and sending remittances for
packets will receive i) receipts and 6 packets in return.

PLEASE NOTE—We must have the number requived, otherwise the distribution
of the ubove gifts will not take place on date named, or until the number is received,
flemittances to be made by postal onder or penny stamps,

The winning numbers will be published in Butler's Philatelic Obssyver for
Decamber, 1586,

L D, &3 K, FERGUHSON & €0,

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,
AMBERLEY ROAD, HARROW ROAD, LONDON, W
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~  IMPORTANT TO STAMP COLLECTORS.

Just published entirely revised and greatly enlarged the
nineteenth edition of

WHITFIELD KING & Co’s.

PRICE LIST

FOREIGN AND COLONIAL

ﬂnﬁtage gtamgs, ﬁustqang, gtamp ;\!bumﬁ &g, &

Sent gratis and post free on application.

THE STANDARD COLOR CHARY

Designed to iullustrate and identify the colors of postage stamps.
Price reduced to 3/- post free.

-

IMPORTANT TO STAMP DEALERS.

We have recently enlarged our wholesale list to twelve pages, and it
is now the largest and most complete wholesale list of stamps ever
published. All the newest issues are qaoted at the lowest prices.

ALI. ORDERS EXECUTED BY RETURN OF POST WITHOUT FAIL.

ADDRESS :—

WHITFIELD KING & CO,,
LACEY STREET,

IPSWICH,



I'RICE ONE T'ENNY,

St K
No. 12 VoL 1] MAY, 1836,
an gy’
utlers
o .

-’lgilnhflir @}I\;‘.tlﬁnclﬁ,
SUBSCRIPTION 1/6 PER ANNUM Post Free.

ABROAD 28, FOST 1RELE.

BUTLER FRERES
lhtll\\l]a IJI TIMBRES-TOSTES FTRANGERS,

IN GROS T EN DREVTAIL

NOTTINGHAMs

ANGLETEHHE.

(O envoie I'; anco, aux marchand: qoi cu font la denside, T Liste
des prix en gros.  Liste pour les eollectionnenrs, contenant les
details de tJH paguets el series do timbres.postes depuis 50
centites jusqu'a 262 franes.

Achat de tout (~|u|1 de 1::11ln|c--lu SLOS rarcs, contre argent
compltant.

Fehange de timbres. postes, e grande on en petite quantite, soit

mvee les collectionnears on les marchands,

Un nouvean volome de Dutlers’ Philatelic Observer, jourmal dos

collectionmenrs  de timbres-postes, publié¢ par Butlér Fréres va

jaraitre en juin, prix de | {\(!l‘III iire 20 centilmes,

Butler Fréres posse dent un grand assortiment de timbres rares de
foute especes et lear maison est une des plus importantes du
monde duns le commeree des timbres ln)whw.

BUTLER FRERES,

MANSFIELD ROAD, NOTTINGHAM,
ANGLETERRE

PUBLISHED BY DBUTLER RLOS, 141, MANSFIEFLD ROAL,
NOTTINGHAM,

. r. ) 5
ENTERED AT STATIONERS' 11ALL.] [ALL RIGETS RESERVED,
‘ 5
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& Mm T0 STAMP COLLECTORS.

lust published entirely revlsad and greatly enlarged the
nineteenth edition of

WHITFIELD KING & Co’s.

PREPGCE S S

FOREIGN AND COLONIAL

ﬁoaiage giamgs, ﬁustqang, $tamy ilhums &g, &t

Sent gralis and post free on appliecation.

THE STANDARD COLOR CHART

Designed to iullustrate and identify the colors of postage stamps.
Price reducel to 3/- post free.

S

IMPORTANT TO STAMP DEALERS.

We have recently enlarged our wholesale list to twelve pages, and it
is now the largest and most complete wholesale list of stamps ever
published. All the newest issues are qaoted at the lowest prices.

ALL ORDERS EXECUTED BY RETURN OF POST WITHOUT FAIL.

ADDRESH . —

WHITFIELD KING & CO.,
LACEY STREET,

IPSWICH,



-

PRICE ONE T'ENNY.

e{?-s —

\_.__: - K
No. 12 VoL 1] MAY, 1836.

gﬁlltlnlf:
ﬂ}hilniqlir “h::-clwcly

SUBSCRIPTION 1/6 PER ANNUM Post Free.

ARROAD 2s, POST FREL.

BUTLER FRERES,
MARCHANDS  DE- TIMBRES-POSTES  ETRANGERS,

EN GROS ET EN DETAIL.

NOTTINGHAM,

ANGLETERRE,

{

On envoie flmu 0, aux marchands qui en font I._l. dem: uule la lste
des pn\ en gros. Liste pour les eollectionneunrs, contenant Jes
details de 200 paquets et series de timbres.postes depuis 30
ceutimes jusqu’ a 262 francs.

Achat de tont upc:f. de timbres- -postes rares, contre argent
comptant,

Echange de timbres.postes, en grande on en petite quantite, soit
avec les collectionneurs ou les mamh:md»-

Un nouveau volume de Butlers’ Philatelic Observer, }ruum] des
collectionneurs de timbres-postes, publié par Butlér Fréres va
paraitre en juin, prix de I exemplaire 20 centimes,

Butler Fréres l)O‘!-:Bdtllt. 1 grand assortiment de timbres rares de
toute especes et leur maison est une des plus importantes du
monde daus le commerce des timbres postes,

BUTLER FRERES,

MANSFIELD ROAD, NOTTINGHAM,
ANGLETERRE.

PUBLISHED BY BUTLER _Bli(JS., 141, MANSFIELD ROADL,
NOTTINGHAM,

L
ENTERED AT STATIONERS' HALL.] [ALL RKIGHTS RESERVED.

Y
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Now Ready, tne Fifth Edition, entirely Revised and Corrected, of

STANLEY. GIBBONS, & CO.'S
Price Catalogue of Postage Stamps,

INCLUDING ALL NEW ISSUES UP TO APRIL, 1886.

Also an APPENDIX to the above, consisting of over 2,400 Hlustrations,
With Referenee Numbers attached corresponding with tho Catalogue.

For the Idennification of hittle-krown Stamyps, Oriental Values, and Surcharges
this Publication will be found invaluable

Al the varieties of Watermark, Sareharvge, Error, and Perforation will be found
fully Catalogued. Thess descriptions have been preatly extended. which, combined
with thoe enormous number of pew issues, has rendeiod pecessary a correspondiug
increnso in the extect of tha work, This new Catalogue eonsists of nearly 200 pages,
showinyg an nddition of 1o less than 40 pages on the previous edition,

To Great Britwin, Furope, "o other Couutries com. To

191'{[( ' mugtf[ﬂ' £. rn""":”:'l":";:“_;}:‘“Ml“- Pl'i“udl'lTrII“l'llr: P'ostal A:;::mg:,
THE PRICE CATALOGUE 1/ : L6 w1, b
THE APP:ENDIX .. i V6 R o). T
THE TWO BOUND TOGETHER .. 20 : 38 . ; +-
Handsome Gilt Cloth Remding Covers.

ftted with elastic bund and adaptable l 10 1 _ o

to this, or any future Elition, prica \
1/- each ; or - B

STANLEY, GIBBONS, & C0., P!ilatelic Publishers, 8, Gower Street. London, W.C.

J. H. LACY & Co.,
WHOLESALE DEALERS IN
POSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS,
AND COMMISSION AGENTS, ESTABLISHED 1871,

Have a large stock of Stamps of all conntries for Sale at prices that cannct be equalled.

Wholesale price list, contains many lines of Valoable Stamps not generally quoted
wholesnle, Post Free

PARCELS SOLD AS IMPORTED.

This system insures o Parcol, large or small being obtained undiviled. Puorchasors
Tave stamps at special prices and are not likely to be undersold.  List issaed periodically
offers also Stamps of other Dealers, hield by na for sale on commission. Exchuange tride
bas special attention devoted to it. PForeign and Colontal Dealers are invited to send
consignments, which we shall be glad to bave for Cash or Exchange.

Provisionals, New Issues, and general regular supplies
required.

T LACY. B o
ROTHERHITHE, S.E. ENGLAND.



BUTLERS

MAY, 1886.

With this numher we bring to a conclusion the TFirst
Volume of the Philarelic Observer. 1ts completion has extended a
hittle uver twelve months, becanse one of the nnmbers we were unable
to produce ar. the usnal date bur the volume comprises twelve naombers,
as we intended it should.  In thanking our friends for the very liberal
support we bave met with, we think onr success must be greatly
atrributed to the feet that we have fulfi led our asvouncement at com.
mencing nod made the Philatelic (bsercer what we announced it shounld
be emphaticaily a Collectors’ Journal, thus the Stawp Col ector has
f.mud our Journal exclusively devoted to his interesis and for the pur-
poses of his intormation, and on these lives we <hall still continue to run,
We hope oo the receipt of  this Number our present subscribers will
forward us. at once, a renewal of their subserptions and  that we may
also recelve » larze add tion of new sabseribers and for whose subserip-
tions we also ask., Pleased as  we always arve to send single
Nuubers, we think the subscribers for the whole issue mnst ever find
their advaatage in having a continuous series of mouthly parts. A
complete volnine becomes w book of refercnee, a single, or several
Reparate but not continuons nimibers remain, after ull only fragmentary,
besides the cost is small, being only OB SHILLING wnd SIXPENCE
yearly, post free. Muaoy who have started Philatelical Publications
have Lunented the apathy of the public and hive complained that for
want of support their Journals have, as it were, only blossomed but to
die  But ought not many of those that have passed away to huve con-
sidered how lirtle blossom their journals possessed nnd that they who
took them in and looked for frwitaze found they had subscribed and
hoped in vain?  1f Journals are worthless they will not live, and the
public are not 1o blwme if they refuse to encourge whut is worthless, We
do not say ail the unsuccessful Philstelical Journals that have passed
away were worthiess and deserved theie fare, but this we do say, that we
could lay our hands on many that never onght to have been published
aud that never counrgined, 1w philately: sense, ansthing worth reding
or remembering, In thanking then the public Jor the support we hnve
recoived, we beg 10 assare all that we shall <poe 0o paios in the future
W keep onr Jouruat fully ut the stand poios of success awl see it per-
Waently and thoroughly flourshing as vow: i the tirst uamber of the

?“W Volume will appear an interestiug article entitled a Peep into the
uture,
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“En [Pagsant.”

There is a singnlar paucity of any sort of information to hand
during the last few weeks abont new issnes.  Items of a good, bad. or
indifferent nature seem to have alike deserted the arena of stampolo; y
for the time beivg.  Dolleetors of sub-varieties generally will be able
to find however, an enlaped field for working npon and  applying
themselves and their peckets too, in the recent postal changes in Guate-
mala, We heard it remnrked the other diy, apropos of what we are about
to relate, that some very queer things in the matrer of surcharges and
other eccentyicities that nnght well he placed in the same category,
have frequently come from the republic alveady, and the past days of
postal life and  doin s there woull form an eligble subjeei for ay
writer with sote experience of the country to work upon. It s just
poseible, but we veuture to suggest it as a possibility ouly, that the
Post Office people there, now and again, require something in the shape
of recreation and ths is their notion of tawing i, A desire 1o be as
nearly computible as possible with the geoeral rule doubtless accounts
for tha happiest of happy ideas, about the ** evidence of the necessity
of higher value stamps," which, to us<e the words of the decree auibor-
ising their issue, will be put wnto civeulation “in order to supply the
need.”

Some elaven hundred thonsand stamps, representing the entire
remaining stock of the label primurily intesded to be used for the
payment of the snspended Northen Ralway tax have aceordingly been
operated npon in the following way, A deseription of the stamp will
perliaps first be necessury and the resalt of 4 cursory glance represented
the portrait of the late Presilent, who died from wou ds received in
one of the battles laxt year in Salvador. This is enclosed in an oval
band in which appears the name of the state REPUBLICA
GUATEMALA, awd nhove the oval is the inseription FERROCAR-
RIL EL NOTE onascroll by atself, sud below the value in words
VALE UN PESO 18 inseribed on a steaight tablet  T'he above is
enclosed in a single lined frame and the design is prioted in vermillion.
The surcharge is m black wnd is by wo means a common-place oune,
coutaining several attemmpts at ornamentation in the way of httle details
of a printer's office not unlike small lmks of a chain At the top are the
words CORREOS NACIONALES followed underneath by two or
three of the small ornawenta referred to.  On the next line helow 1s the
vulue repeated in figures thus 25, 25c., being separated by another
ornument of the chinin livk kind,  The word Guatemala in very
thick heavy letters eomes next and then the value ns already described
follows on the nest line in 1l|l.]'_llli.’JI|t3l but as if to make assurance dul]l}'y
sure the value is again repeated on a separate line at the foot. thus
25 centavos.  The H0c. and 7oc. surcharges are identical with this one
except of course where of necessity the Hgures are a'tered, but in those
of the 100¢. and 150¢, a chuuge 1s made in one or two places. We will
take the 100¢ surcharge first, and in this one the ornaments vary it
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P :
gize and shape.  The word Guatemala in the third line of reading
appears in letiers of considernbly less size than described whove, both as
regurds length and breadth, and in the repetition of the value beneath
the letters EN aro missing from the word centavos, so that it appears
as 100 CTAVOS. The surcharged stamp of 150e which we have seen,
boasted of the initial letter G in Guatemala upside down and the type
of the word itsell is again altered in this value to ordinary block type.
1o conrse of time no doubt there will be more of these sort of varieties
to point out in the same issue, but for the present we will leave them
and merely remark in doing so that the net additiou to the album, where
the collector has a lively eve to precept and doctrive will be about
geven varieties and subvarieties.
- * L *

In the House of Commons on the 7th of May, Mr. J. H. Heaton
on the motion for going into Committea of Supply, moved for the dis-
continnance of the charge of hicher rates of posiage in Greaut Britain
than those which were charged to the public in other countries, for
postal service by British steamers carrying mails to and from the colonies
and the possessions of Great Britain in India and elsewhere, The
mesning of the motion heexplained to be that the people of this country
should he in s position to take advantage of the treaty which was called
“the Postal Union,” and the anomalies winch were a great disudvantage
to the commercial commnoity should be removed, and as some amount
of interest atraches itself to the reply given by Mr, Fowler on behalf
of theGovernmeat, we reprint the gist of it. The machinery of our
English Postal system must be something wonderful in its construction
aud working, and in Mr. Fowler's reply the curtain is lifted for a moment
on some part of the iuterior.  In the comrse of a lengthy speech he
stated that as a matter of fact, there was no differential postage rate
except to the East and West Coast of Africa, and that which had been
looked npon as an injustice was a practical advautage to this country,
Inside the Postal Union there was one nniversal rate of 2}d charged, and
there was 23d. more for sea service, Certain countries iu the Union were
freight curriers by sea, and othere were freight carriers by land We
eurried the ocean postage, and though there was un apparent loss in our
carrying letters from France to Inda for 24d it must be remembered
that our letters were carried at the same rate across the Coutivent of
Europe, and the proportion sent at our cheap rate was small in comparison
with those seut wt their cheap rate.  Our foreign and colonial postage
was carried at a loss of £365.000 a year, and il the charge was to be
reduced from 5d. to 24d., the question would arise upon whom the loss
should fall?

. - L -

Molkar is the name of one of the many protected States of
Central India und is moreover familiar to most people throngh the
legends connected with the persotmlity and doings of a certain Prince
Halkar of bygone ages, bot our reference to it oo this oeasion is not
so much to enter upon  a disquisition on the character ascrited to this
despotic ruler by legendary romance, as it 18 to pluce on record the
fact that Mis Highuess, the Mabarajuh of Indore—the present state
chiet of Holkar has caused to be prepared and issued a separate aud
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ditine' series of atamps for the particnlar nse of the good people of
this particular state.  Our renders will doubtless be able to call to
mind without any very sevious satretch of memory. the Imperial
surcharged stamps adopted first by Puttialla and »fterwards by Gwalior
and other states in India, but in this instance the lead given by the
Puttialla post office has been altogerher departed from in the matter of
the method adopted in preparing the Holkar stamps. The new design
eonsists mainly of a portrait of the Maharajah in Eastern costume with
a background of horizontal lines, enclosed in an oval in a retangulur
frame, Our correspondent to whom we are indebted for most of the
information we have respecting these stamps, quotes the remainder of
the design as composed of four squares at the four angles of the stump
filled in with ornaments, and in the other part of the frame thus left
blaok is the name and value of the label in colonred letters on a white
ground. Ou the left hand side there is the Hindoo equivalent for Holkar
State Postage and on the right the same appears in the Queen’s Euglish.
The valne in the top and lower part of the frame is also inscribed in
Eoglish and Hindoo characters resjectively. The stamps are large
ones and onr correspondent mentions having seen three yalues of half,
one, and four annas, but, as there is no reference to the colours they are
printed in, we must make some further comment on this subject in our
next number.
. - * -. -

Post card collectors will be interested in the report of a contem-
porary chronicler to the effect that the new Ecnador cards bearing the
value inscribed  Centuvos de Sucre” represent the new name given to
the piastre there in honour of the * Gr. Marixal Sucre,”” to whose
bravery and service the state and people of Ecuador owe a debt of
gratitude.

- - - - -

Le Timbre Post throngh the assistance of a correspondent in St.
Pierre and Miquelon is enabled this month to throw some light on the
pew procedure at the post offices there, which we mentioned in our
March issue. We learn from this authority that the Govenor's decree
provides that no stumps purchased ar the post office «hall be taken away
but must be used by the purchaser before quitting the office.  The most
feasible way of carrymg this into practice wonld have been, we rhould
have thought, to see that the stamps as sold were affixed to the letters
they were intended for and handed sacross the counter for cancellution
in the nsnal way. But from the fol'owing it will be found. the couree
adopted is somew hat more round-about, When it is wished to prepay
the postage on a letter or packet a ticket is handed to the sender very
gimilar to our railway labels, which is adhesive and can be affised in
the same way as a postage stamp. This ticket bears an impression of
the date stamp and after being attached to the article for transmission
a hand stamp is applied, bearing the letters P.ID. ahove a thin bar,
beneath which is the fee prepaid in figures 5, 10, 15, or 25 as the case
may be. Such is the sum and subs:ance of the new order of procedure,

- L] - - L]

Reports are current abont the great probability of a new jesne

for Western Australia, which we hear on very good authority is likely
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t take place early next Spring, that is about Ancast or Sejtember of
tl e ro enlled Anstralisn Spring We believe that in the new series the
familiar swan will be lost to sight hut us yer we Luve beeu uuable to
fiud out what will be the chief feature of the design.
£.3 - - -

Poatul news from Shanghai points to a strange event in the history
of the world a post-offices  Recently the 80 cash and 100 cash values
were surch.rged respectively with * 40 c«<h ™ and * 60 cash " in block
type in blue ink , for the alleged purpose of meeting the requir ments
of the post office in these values, for the time being.  The existence of
the surcharged StAamps  was siugll‘arl'\' short, for exactly one hour and
seveuteen minutes after the firat lnbel had been issued to the pullic the
new stock of forties and sixtivs arrived.

L J - - E 3 -

Our read:rs are warned againat buying any of the so ealled Rio

de Oro Stamps, created by surcharging the corrent Spanish issue.

Mew Fssues.

CEYLON.—Two mere of the new series of stamps are now in
cirenlation viz :—25 and 28 cents  The dexign of these stamps con.
sista of the hexsd of Her Mujesty in an octagon, the numerals of valne
are placed below on a faucy-shaped table:, the values being in coliur

on white ground.
Adhesive 25 cents, li ht hrown,
& 28 5, grey green.

DOMINICA.—The Sixpenny vulue has been surcharged in black
* Half-Penuy " in two lies,
Adhesive § Peuny surcharged in black, on 6d. green.

QUATEMALA. —A ceries of higher value stamps has been issned
by the surcharging of the renminder of the stock of stamps used for the
payment of the Northern Railwny Tax now suspended. The design of
the Northern nhailway Stumps consiats of a portrdit of Don Justo
Rufino Barrios, the late President. ‘1'his is withio un oval frawe iugeribed
R PUBLICA De GUAT MaLa, on & scioll above the uval, is the inscription
FERROCARRIL AL NORTE and vu & tablet at the foot, vaLE uN peso,

Adhesives 25 centavos, vermilion, surcharged in black,

50 " " L]
75 " " L
100 " " "
w0, - "

Following is a translation of the decree’authorising the issve :—

“ Whereas there ia evidence of the necessity of putting into
circulation postage stamps of higher values than those of the issue of
IB81, in order to supply this veed, the Activg-Piesident decrees :—
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¢ 1.—That a provisional issue be made, divided into five lots, of
the following values :—

3nNrN of 25 cents.
300000 of 5
230, 0N of TH
150 000 of 100,
100,000 of 130,
-2 —These provisional stamps are legalized for the expressed
values, au | will circulate natil a « ew and nniform issue is wade
“ Let 1t be compnunicated,
Rubricated by the President
{PALACE OF THE GOVERNMENT GUATEMALA, HERRARA,
“ February 12th. 1886. Minister of Fomento ”

HOLKAR. —One stamp has been issued for this Indian province,
This stomp 18 printed in color on white wove paper and hears a poirrait
It is expected other values of 1, 2.4, and 8 annas will shortly appear.
Adliesiva § unna purla,
INDIA —The hall anna enveiope stamp is now printed in blue,
Fuvelope § auna, blus or white.

MONACO.—A series of posteards, envelopes, and news-bands
was issued on April 1st.  The envelopes are made of white paper, the
ca ds are printed on yellow aud the news-bands on a drab paper.

Envelopes 5 eent, blue on white,
o 15 ceot., piuk on white.
s YN o p:
Post Cards 1o, brown on yellow,
lU x ln [ " '
Bands 1 ,, oliveon drab.
2 ,, brown violet on drab,

TOBAGO.—A post-card of the value of one penny bas been

issued, the type is the same as the half penny.
Post Card 1 Pepnv, carmins oo buff,

Matal Provisionals and Surcharged
Stamps.

The various South African Colonies have always been noted for
the prolific way in which they produce extra or provisior al issues, and
Natal is not behind her sisters in this respect.  Various reasous bave
been named as causing this remarkable state of affairs, bnt nove of
them are in themselves suflicient to satisfactorly acecount for the numerous
vagaries observable  That the supply required of certain stamps may
be under estimsted by the authorities, when ordering will reasousbly
account for the stock ranuing out, tut that the estimates should be
repeatedly, persistently, and oniformly below the natural needs of a
commuuity 18 & marter thut experieuce should certaiuly rectify. Fircals
were surcharged and vsed as posta s wh le postuge stamps of different
denominations were surcharged with various styles of type in other
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values. These variations are almost innumerable, and it is difficult to
describe all their differences wtelligibly,  For the lenefit aid instruction
of our readers we submit the following, which is a tolerably fu!l and
accurate catulogae of these stamps :—In 15869 the 1d carmine 3d. blue,
large and small perf., and 6d. mauve and grey lilac stamps of the types
of 1860 to 1864 were surchurged homzoatally all in black with the
word “Postage.” in four different kinds of type.  The first had the
word ali in ordinary Roman capitals 2mm, long and followed by a full-
stop (). In the second the initial letrer only waus n eapital,( 2imm. long)
and there was also a peviod () st the end The third was slmost the same
except that the copital “P." was 2dmm, long. Iy the fourth kind the
surcharge was in Roman capitals 25mm  long, and was uot followed by
aperiod.  In the same yewr (1869) the one shilling green. type of
In64, was also surcharged 1 black in all the four different styles above
mentioned.  Of the first style the surcharge ou some of the 1d.
stamps was reversed a8 was that also of the 3d. stamps of the second
1

e In 1870 to '73 the 1d., 3d., and fid of the type of 1860 to '64
were surcharged vertically on each side of the stamps, with the word
“Postugee”  (without a period) n block letters, Zzmm. long. This
surcharge was in red ou the 3d. stamps avd 10 black ou the two other
values.

In the same vears the one shilling, ereen, of the type of 1864
was surcharged with the word ** POSTAGE™ in smull black capitals,
Imm. long, in 4 curve fol owing the inner lower liie of the oval and
without a period following.  These were surcharged in three d.ferent
colours—green, black, and curmine,

L July 1873 the one shilling red brown fiscal was surcharged
in black vertically in its centre with * POSTAGE " in Ronan capitals,
2mm. long (without period). The samne fiscal wus also used 1 1573 for
postal purposes withont any sarcharge,

On the 1d. curmive, type or 1860, was in 1873 surcharged in
black horizoutally the word * POSTAGE " (without period) mn ULlock
capital letters 14mm long.

In the following year (1874), the same stamp was vertically
surcharged on each side with “ POSTAGE™ (uo period) in Roman
capituls, 2mm. long.

In 1875 the 1d. orange and 6d. rose fiscals of the 1870 isaue
were used as postals without any surcharge.

From 1875 to '79 the word * POSTAGE™ (without period) in
Roman capitals, 2mm. long was surcharged horizontally in black on the
1d. carnnne, 6d. mauve aud lilue, and the 1d. green of the types of 1860
o 64, Iu some of the 1d. stamps the surchurge was reversed  In
1877 the 1d. orange fiscal was used provisionally as postage with the
same surchacge in Wlack, In 1875 the 1d rose, issue of 1874, was
surcharged HALF 4 HALF in block Roman cupitals.  The same stamp
1% aleo fonnd with the word * HALF ™ horizotally surcharged 1 Roman
capitals 2hmm, loug. The numersl 3 is foond in varivus positious in
dilferent specimens—above the word HALF, below it, in its ceutre, and
ou all purts of the stamp.
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In 1877 we find the 1d. grange fiscal of 1870 used for postal
purposes, and surcharged in black in twn lines * POSTAGE " in Roman
cnpitals ul|d [la]f—penn'g' with capital “H." a.nd the Ol'igilill anl]e ig
oblitersted by three black lives. Iun some cases the surcharge is
reversed.

In 1878 and '79 we find the postal 6d. manve and lilac, type of
1862, and the tiseal 64, rose, type of 1870 sarcharged in black in two
linws—** POSTAGE " in Roman capitals, and One Penny capital O and
P—and the original value in both cuses obliterated by three black lines.
Of this &d. rose fizcal, there are four vareti=s  the ordinary surcharge,
reversed surcharge donble surcharge. ordmary and reversed) and sur-
charged with Ove Penny the word ** POSTAGE " being omitted.

Besid. & the ahove there exist the fullowing which areindisputably
gennine as well as old thongh we have not heen uble to obrain informa-
tion as to their use :—3d blue surcharged obliguely, 104" in black
and 1d, carmine with similar surcharge.

These, it will be seen, form no less than forty-fonr distinet
varieties of provisionals und snrcharges, besides re cular issues that
were in use in this colony it the siigle deende hetween 1869 and 1879
and the lwrge mujority of them for one poonv. OF course. if we connt as
varieties the stumps in which the numersl § appearsin different positions
on the 1d. rose of 1874 as used in 1575, the number muy be indefinitely
incrensed,

It really seems, in view of all the facts as if some one in
authority in coonection with the Nawal Postal Department had exercised
his best ingenuity to so complicate this provisional watter as to puzzle
the most mdefatigalble and puimtaki g philarelist

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

Volume 2 of Butler’s Philatelic Observer commences with the June
Number. Subscriptions should, at once be sent i for the New Volume

PURBLI-HERS,

BUTLER BROS,
NOTTINGHAM.

WM. V. D. WETTERN JUN,, | STAMP M) MUNTS!!!

Wi L SALE [= >
DEALER in POSIAGE STAMPS, | II- per 1000.

. BUTLER BR O,
176. Saratoga Street, FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,

BALTIMORE Md., USA. NOTTINGHAM
ALL KINDS 0F ETAMPR BOTGHT FOR
PROMPT CARH ‘ wl Fl B R.El" ' y
Al_;. DELERS are ﬂ‘q‘lf‘ﬁlﬂd to nend | H27, BRANNAN STREET.
their W noLEsa(e L1, - SAN FRAAO'SCO. CAL.,
New List GRrATLY EXLARGED, Just | Desirastoreerivervinsi nments: £ Brit-
issued. sent Gratis and Post fres to | 8l Coloniul wnd ether stimps, and can
Dealer= cvly, Evory Denler should | offyyiu exchange sueh scarer u"nml"‘-“‘
have one before buyiog elsewhoro, | Sandwich Is,, Guatemala, Hong Kang,

Chins, Nicaragua, Honduras, Costs
Goon OFFERS ALWAYS Weicome, | hiea, Mexico and U.S, departments
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IMPORTANT!
N consequence of so few applications for these Packets we have been obliged e

deter th: Draw until Novembe-, 1886 I ths numbers are nos
obtainel then we shall give Prizes according to numbers recvived to close our offer.

Read This ! Read This ! Given Away ! Given Away !
1 Grand Cash Gift .. BB
2 ditto £10 each.. 20
10 Collections of Foreign Stamps, 1000 var.,, £8 each 80
lv Pairs Mulready Envelopes, £1 each ... 10

10 Packels Rare Sets Foregn Stamps, 10/- each.. 20
"ll ”"” " L] Bli- 1] o 10
40 y »* 'y 2}6 " st 3]
200 Rare Sets. 1/- each ... 10
110 Packets Rare Stamps. 2/- each .. i 10
100 o e 3= s 8
200 4 Beautiful Scraps, 1/- each 10
100 Splendid Photo Albums. 5[— i . 285
10u S Stamp i e 20
100 s Scrap o 4= 20
100 Views of London, 3/- each 18
160 Ladies' and Gents’ Pocket Books 8/- 18
100 Penknives 1/- 8

’&vﬁ offor £300 in prizes, varying from £30 to 15, consisting of 1343

N different artieles on condition that we obtain 10,00 applications for the

underio satjoned packets, the distribution to take place November Ist 1886, If

we oblain the requisite number before, the zifis will be awarnled sooner.

No. 1 packet consists of 10,0 Rare Foreign Stamps, inc uling various unused,
post fres (2, abrew! /3.

No 2 packet » collee ion contaming 100 Foreign Stamps, all different, many
rure, post frewe |1, ahroad 1/,

No 3 packet couvsiste of 12 large apd beautiful sheets of Seraps, various
desigus, post frew 1/-, abroad 1/2,

No 4, packet, 1a0 Foreiim Stamps, all differen’ ineluding rare South America
W, lu ling, Euvopean, &e,, post froe 1/7, abroad 1/10.

No. 8. Nica st or sets of stamps, either used or uous»d post frea 1/1, sbroad 1/5,

*No. 6, 2 0 siamps all differont, ineluding rire Asiatic, African, West Tndian, and
oth: rs equally scarce, post free 2J1, abroad 2/5.

*No. 7. b0 Foreign Stamps {rowm all parts of the globe, many scarco, pust {ree
+[2 abroad 3/4.

No. 8, 500 assuried stamps, ineluding som s very rare stamps, post free 1/1 abroad

1/3.

: *With No. i packet 2 receipts giveu, No. 7, 3 receipts

We refrain from mclllumqu the stamps the packet will include, as owing w the
immense number that will be solid the packets will be always varying. We can, however,
guurnntes, that the packets alone will be worth the mooey : the prizes simply being
offere] aw gifts, ns an inducement to patronize ns on futnre occasions. )

SPECTAL  NOTIUR.—Any person obtaining orders, and sending remittances for
packe's will receive A receipts and o packets in retarn. _

PLEASE NOTE.—We must have the number required. otherwise tho distribution
of the above gifts will not ta%e place on dale named, or until the nomber is reccived,
Hewmittances to be made by posuul order or penny stamps, ’

‘Ihe winning numbers will be published o Butler's Philatelic Observer for
December, 1850,

L, B. & J. K. FERGUSON & €0,

FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,
AMBERLEY ROAD, HARROW ROAD, LONDON, W
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IMPORTANT T0O STAMP GOLLEC'IORS

Just published entirely revised and greatly enlarged the
=l nineteenth edition of

WHITFIELD KING & Co.’s

DESCRIPTIVE

PR CHE,  Lisd

OF

FOREIGN AND COLONIAL

ﬂnﬁtage 512111195. {]uslu_uﬁdg. $mmp jlhumﬁ &g, &

Sent gratis and post free on application.

THE STANDARD COLOR CHARY

Desigued to illustrate and identify the colors of postage stamps.

Price reducal to 3/- post free.

IMPORTANT TO STAMP DEALERS.

-

We have recently enlarged our wholesale list to twelve pages, aod il
i8 now the largest and most complete wholesale list of stamps ever
published. All the newest issues are quoted at the lowest prices.

ALL ORDERS EXECUTED BY RETURN OF POST WITHOUT FAlL.

ADDRESS :—

WHITFIELD KING & CO.,
LACEY STREET,

IPSWICH,
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Now Ready, the Fifth Edition, entirely Revised and Corrected, of

STANLEY., GIBBONS, & CO.’S
Price Gafalogue of Postage Stamps,

INCLUDING ALL NEW ISSUES UP TO APRIL, 1886

Also an APPENDIX to the above, consisting of over 2,400 Flustrations,

With Reference Numbers attached corresponding with the Catalogue.

For the Identification of little-known Stamps, Oriental Values, and Surcharges
this Publication will be found invaluable.

All the varieties of Watermark, Scrcharge, Error, and Perforation will be found
fully Catalogued. Thess descriptions have been greatly extended, which, combined
with the enormous number of pew issues, has rendered necessary a corrasgondmg

increass in tho extent of the work. This naw Catalogue consists of nearly pages,
showing an addition of no less than 40 pages on the previous edition,
'1‘8 Umt Britain, Europe, To mhm:l Countries com. Ta
$ 1 nited States, Canada, prised in the Postal Australia,
15(1['2, BGSL&TE- and Egypt. Union, Asia, &e.
THE PRICE CATALOGUE 1/- e = e
THE APPENDIX ... 1/6 - 2/- 2/6
THE TWO BOUND TQGETHER ... £/8 6 S 3/ et enar | s
Handsome Gilt Cloth Reading Covers,
fitted with elastic band, and adaptable 1/2 14 16
to this, or any future Edition, price J £y

1/- each ; or .

STANLEY, GIBBONS, & CO., Philatelic Publishers, 8, Gower Street, London, W.C.

LE TIMBRE LEVANTIN,

A Journal exclusively confined ro Oriental Postage Stamps. is
published at Constantinople on the 15th of every month, under the
direction of M. APIK YAREMDJI, 16, Grand Rue Parmak-Capon,
Constantinople. Subseription : 2 frs. 50c. per annum. Advertisements :
a single line 40c., a single page 40 frs.

N.B.—This journal will also appear in (German and English
directly our subscribers in each of these two countries amount to 1000.
We recommend the amateurs in Germany and in France to subscribe
immediately. The first number will ba sent free and post paid to
every Dealer and Collector in the world.

LE TRESOR DU COLLECTIONNEUR,
Par APIK YARMEDJI

The only vade-mecum truly useful to dealers and collectors on account
of the importance as well as the number of advertisements it contains.

Price of a Specimen Copy: 3frs. 20c.
To be obtained direct from the Author.
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The English are accused by foreign writers of issuing stamps
8o uniform in appearance as to be saddening and monotonous to the
eye. England they say issues very fine stamps undoubtedly, but there
is no variety in them: and then they coutrast with ours those of the
United States, whose stamps may be reckoned the finest in the world,
Brother Jonathan doubtless goes ahead in his stamps as in other mat—
ters, some fully agree that in place of outline, expressiveness of facial
peculiarity and delicacy of touch the American stamps are the best
specimens of philatelic art yet produced. It is a subject worth con-
sidering why Europe, the real home of art, lags bebiud in this matter,
and lags so much behind that not ouly the United States produces
better stamps than she does, but even the little Republics of South
America and notably Guatemala and Costa Rica surpass her. If there
is one country ia the woild from whence we might have expected a
series of fine stamps, that country is Italy, but here again the New
World outdistunces the Old, and the Italian postage stwnps are really
among the poorest that finve been produced. Time will donbtless alter
#ll this and in the end there will be w rivalry between nations and
conntries as to who ghull send out the finest postage symbols, We are
perfectly aware that mauy look down upon Timbrology, even yet, but
day by day, their numbers get fewer, while its aduwirers aud supporters
grow and increase with an advancing ratio that is sometimes staitling.
In the end this increase will have a marke | effect on all Stamp Issues,
and will, we have little doubt, result in England herself producing a
series of stamps, which if they do uot surpass, will at least, equal any
others in the world.

But to return to our American Cousins, why should they have
taken such marked pains to excel in philatelic productions ? Or did they »
tiot take such pains and did the faculty come come to them naturally,
a8 Topy grew or « guessed she growed"? Be it as it may, in their
Postage stamps, in their revenue stamps, in their trade stamps, excel-
lence still makes itself visible,
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“En Passant.”

It has been announced that the agreements now existing for the
transmission and conveyance of mails to the United States from this
country, will expire on the Ist of December, and we believe it ia the
intention of the present Government not to renew the contract. What
the uewly elected Parliament will be prepared to do in this direction it
is of coursa not possible to say. but as the present system is one of
which great fault has been and can even now be found, there is a great
likelihood of some such steps being taken by the Post Office, come
what may. Last year there was an outery raised against this method
of carrying the mails, and at one time in the commercial world it
almost amounted to an agitation. It has been shown as an instance of
the present ineffectual plan, that the mails leaving Liverpool on Thurs-
day repeatedly overtake the ships carrying those despatched on the pre-
vious Tuesday. We do not remember having seen any explanation
from those who have from time to time occupied the office of Postmaster
General since public attention was first drawn to this subject in 1884 :
but as a matter of fact we suppose that, had any of Her Majesty's
Ministers of the Department undertaken to reply to the matter, the only
thing that could have been definitely said would have been that Her
Majesty’s Government was not able to cancel the existing contracts at
a moment’s notice. There will be probably, a great deal of the time inter-
vening taken up by the making and arranging of the new system and
its order of working, Such a machine as the Post Office we must re-
member is not taken to pieces iu any vital part and put together again
in five minutes. We are glad to be able to note however that a radical
reform is likely, if only the political atmosphere admits of the carrying
out of the intentions of the present head of  things postal” We are
indebted for the following to Stubbs' Gazette, which may be accepted
as an authority in these matters,

L L] - - L]

*“ The preseut arrangement of despatching the American mails
three times a week— namely, on every Tuesday, Thursday, and Satur-
day from London, and on the following day from Queenstown—bhaving
been found the most convenient that can be adopted in the interests of
ull parts of the United Kiogdom, the Postmaster General proposes to
continue that arrangement ; but, while giving the preference to ships
calling for mails at Queenstown, he will be prepared to consider offers
for the conveyance of mails from other ports of the United Kingdom
Instead of entering into arrangements extending over long periods of
time, the Postmaster General proposes to take up, month by mooth, or
quarter by quarter, the most efficient vessels sailing from Liverpool
via Queenstown to New York on the days above mentioned. The
owners of such vessels will be remunerated by a payment per voyage
based upon the amonnt of correspondence carried ; and the payment
the Postmaster General will be prepared to make for vessels calliug at
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Queenstown and waiting for the mails will be at the rate of 3s. per
pound weight for the letters and postcards, and 3d. per pound for the
pewspapers, printed papers and patterns or samples contained in each
mail. For vessels not calling at Queenstown the remuneration will be
1s, 8d. per pound for letters and postcards, and 134d. for the other
articles—bulk rates which are equivalent to the rates per letter or paper
ordina.rily.paid for the (;onveyance 05 ship letter mails”

. o

The stamp and postcard collections at South Kensington are said
to be bad vnes, and very poor in detail.  From three different journals
we have gathered this, but it seems to us that once a report of this
nature gets wind there are writers ready at once to pounce upon it and
make the most they can of Ehe subject. The collection of Afghan
stamps has been the chief subject for invectives. Oue of our contem-
poraries quotes it as ' excessively meagre”; another refera to the
« jmperfect state of arrungement of the specimens,” and a third
joius in with regrets about the “ terrible incompleteness.” \While ad-
mitting the great value of these mediums in the due attraction of the
public mind to any question, we would suggest to our contemporaries
that they skould invite, as we do, those of our collector-friends who
are possesed of good collections to offer the loan of them to the Exhi-
bition authorities, and so angment and so help to alleviate the * terrible
incompleteness*’ and the * excessively meagre” character of the pre-
sent representatives of the science at South Kensington. It is very
nolikely that these offers would be refused if they were made, but
taking such a contingency as a possibility even, the good principle of
the thing and the evidence that there are a few people at least ready
to help would be a subject well fitted we think for leading articles oo
the part of our friends, who, ready to criticise are not
so willing apparently to help the facts of the case.

- - - - -

We understand that Mr, Heoniker Heaton, whose pro-
posal for a reduction in the present tariff of postage to the colonies
was referred to at some length in our last issue, has received lrom the
Postmaster General an intimation that a scheme for meetiog his sog-
gestion for cheaper international postage is under the consideration of
the Department. We have not heard however that Mr, Heaton lives in
very great hupes of the good likely to result in the desired direction,
a8 the communication he has received states that the scheme will not
go as far as the one put forward in the House of Commons on the
30th of March, for an international penny post.

- - - - -

During the past month there has appeared for the island of
Ceylon a first instalment of the new series so long ago predicted. It
was hoped by a few ardent believers in the faith of representing her
Majes'y as she is, that the autborities would see their way to instruct
the engravers of the new stamps to take as an example for the por-
trait the Canadian bill-stamps : but their hopes bave not been fulfilled.
The two values already 10 hand shew very little or no alteration in the
portrait of the Queen. It is reported that the remaining values to
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complete 1he series will be of the same type: it seems indeed avery
unusual thing for any of the colonies or dependencies of this country
to e supplied with more than oune type for the whole set required.
De la Rue was the introducer, we might almost say inventor of the
accommodating dies for pos'age stumps, Many of the colonies’ labels
in the main part of he design are identical and the only difference dis-
cernible is the variation in the names and values. The new Ceylon
lalels ale very meagie in appearance : the spaces in the angles being
filled up with numeaning ornsments—sunflowers mostly, and the colours
are imperfect; by this we mean they appear to come short of clear-
ness, und in fact are wost dull in appearance. Our readers will have
found further relorence to these stamps in our New Issues coluwn.
* = * = *

We have a letter from a subscriber in Vieuna in which be men-
tions the preparation of a series of letter cards, sixteen in number,
consisting of the 3ke. with inscriptions in eight different langnuges, and
the 3 kr. similarly treated. He attributes the invovation to the wish
of the authorities to provide residents in that country with letter cards
from which they can learn the regulations reiating to their use without
troutling to call in the services of a professor of languages.

L] - - L4 »

New stamps for telegraphic business will probably he required
in Russia, Spain, [taly, Germany, and possibly too our own country,
Qo the 1st of July the new tariff came into operation and the changes
muade from the ola list of charges are so varied and the new rates per
word g0 very odd that the probability mentioned above seems a very
logical conclusion at which to arrive aflter perus ng the amended tariff,
\We ought to mentiou that this is the outcome of the International Tele-
graphic Counference held at Berlin in the automn of 1885.

- * - - -

A long looked-for event has become a matter of history this
month. Our remarks must be short necessarily, as space is limited:
aud the subject does not call for much commeut. In the new labels
now in circulation in Greece our friends will not find a great deal we
fear to please them, in the matter of art. As evidence prima facie of
an ingenious nchievement by crowding together as much ornamentation
as possible they will be invaluable, but as works of art they are spoilt
for this reason. The Post-office people in Greece seem mightily opposed
to perforation. as the new stamps are divided in the same way as of old
The head of Mercury occupies the main part of the design, but in the
present instance the engraver has not succeeded in producing so clear
a portrait as in the previous issues., The joint authors of the design
are M. M. Ileinurick and Doms, both of Belginm, who are respoasihle
also for the 1869 issues in that country. From a coutemporary we
learn that the same two are to be joiut authors of the stamps for the
Congo F.Ee State, which are now in course of preparation.

- * LJ

Here is a subject open for suggestions. Given that Home Rule

is graoted to Ireland, what sort of desigus will the new postage labels
consist of ?
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Mew Fssues.

ANGOLA,—A new series of stamps has been issued for this
colony, of the same type as those lately issued for Mozambique.

COLOMBIA.—A new stamp (we presume the first of a series)
has just appeared, bearing the inscription repusLicA DE coLomBia,

Adhesive, 1 centavo, orange yullow,

DOMINICA.—\We have received another provisional halfpenny
stamp for use in this island, the sixpenuy green has been surcharged
HALF -
penny 10 black.

Adhesive §d. on 6d. green, black surcharge,

FRANCE.—The 25 centimes has been changed in colour to
black on rose.

GREECE.—Three stamps, of a new type, have just been issued,

the design is the head of Mercury, in a circle, but the stamps are still
unperforated.

Adhesives, 25 lepta blue.
50 lepta
1 drachma grey,

% PORTUGAL.—The 25 reis has been changed in colour to red
rown.
PERU.—The 1 centavo yellow, 1879, has been surcharged
with the triangle aud has a further surcharge of AreQuira in circle.
ROUMANIA.—Auother of the new type has been issued,
Adhesive, 10 bani, red on buff
S8T. CHRISTOPHER,—We have received the current sixpenny
stamp surcharged 4d. with a hand stamp, the original value appears
to have been crossed out with a pen.
Adhesive. 4d. on 6d. green.
~ S0UTH AUSTRALIA.—A halfpenny wrapper of the new type
has just been issued.
Wrapper. 4d, violet on manilla paper,

L [Pecp into the jFuture.

M.S.S. FOUNDED ON FACTS.

What I am going to tell occurred not more than six weeks ago.
I have been enabled to put it into readable form with the help of a
few shorthand notes pencilled down at the time, so that I can vouch for
its substantial accuracy. I am not an advanced collector,
veither would it be right to catalogue myself as a veedy oue in the
matter of philatelic knowledge, but I will ask your readers, Mr.
Editor, to bear in mind that I am pot an expert in stamp matters and
possibly some of the sentiments expressed on the occasion when I accepted
an invitation to attend an exclusively philatelic dinner would surprise
them almost as much as they did me. I had never before attended a
similar gathering, aod it had not previously occurred to me how enjoy- -
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able such an one could be made. In matters of this sort it is perhaps
best that one's readers should have some little idea of the locality
where the events now to be chronicled took place, but not having the
requisite permission to disclose the names of my friends I will at once
say all that is possible under the circumstances, and which probably,
Sir, will be sufficient, or do much to alleviate the curiosity of your
readers.

A certain house, not a hundred miles from Thornhill Square,
London. N., is the residence of mine host, and without paying more than
?asaing flattery to the goodness of the fare provided for the inner man,

will pass on to remark upon the intellectual food of which there was
plenty, both in the form of oral testimony and explanations from various
of the company assembled and in the comparison of each others albums
and collections. All those who accepted invitations were supposed to
bring with them their collections, and it was almost amusing to note
among so comparalively few the many different examples of mounting
and storing postage stamps and cards, To admit of my passing over a
good deal of conversation and discussion with which I will not tronble
you I will revert to newspaper phraseology, * after the cloth had been
removed.” While this very necessary business was going forward and
in the interval prior to the chairman rising to give the first toast of the
evening there was another general comparison of albums and discus.
sion. There were twenty-two present and right pleasant company I
found them, 1 bad no conception that Philately was to so great
an extent a practically endless subject, stamp collector as I am.
That which is usually found in Magazives concerning it 1s after all only
a primitive exposition, and only gives a partial idea of what Philately
really means and really consists of. After the customary loyal toasts,
the occupant of the vice-chair rose to give the toast of the evening,
“ Greater prosperity to the Philately of the future.” In doing so he
made an excellent speech. An exclusively philatelical speech was some-
thing new to me, and as a matter of fact it is not a small thing to
realize that for rather more than an hour the speaker referred to enter-
tained his brother-collectors present with a capital and logical review of
Philately past, present, and, to use the precise quotation, ¢ the proba-
ble future of the science.” It was to the last section of his speech
that I paid perhaps most attention and it is that part which I have
endeavoured to reproduce. Without further comment I will unveil the
transcription of my notes.

After referring in extenso to the great strides the science had made
in recent years, the recovery from the level to which, as a mania it had
sunk, aud the important position it now had among recreative pursuits
the speaker continued, ‘*and we have much to look for in the
time to come. Those peace-loving citizens of this country who scoff
at the bare suggestion of an early return to timbromania, may live on
in blissful ignorance of the fact that it undoubtedly will come, for it
seemed without question to him that it was more to the outside public
than those now interesting themselves in the science, that we had to
look to for the eventual good or ill of Philately, There would be in
the future a return to that objectionable practice—actually mania for
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collecting these ‘‘ barbarous pieces of paper, barbarously defaced,” as
one of the London dailies had been good enough to style the co'lection
of foreign postage stamps. That qualifying on the part of the
Standard newspaper shewed a great want of good feeling or at least a
need of charitable good-will towards the ambitions of one’s fellows.
This, he would remark in passing was one of the mauy insalts heaped
upon the pursuit from similar sources, but which generally resulted in
more good than harm. This sort of argument, if argument it might be
termed, required very little to refute, and if the author of the quotation
he had mentioned would ouly take the trouble or had only done so be-
fore writing down his opinions of the science, he (the speaker) should
opine that the Standard's contributor would have materially altered
the purport of his article. To return however. the only log.cal inter-
pretation he could put upon the signs of the times was that we were
drifting to a similar state of things as had already existed within his
recollection, and his hearers would comprehend his meaning when he
mentioned the appellation which had been in a like manner bestowed
upon the service, namely, that of a * fashionable mania.,” He would
venture to substantiate that statement by recounting an incident, which
the speaker explained, only occurred the day previous and in which he
was interested personally. He wounld say by way of preface that he
owed the major portion of his collection to an elaborate system of
exchanging, especially in the case of the minor varieties and geuuine
variations 1o colour. lle need hurdly go into details, but he should
like to mention en passant that he believed in the existence of gennine
copies of some of the Norwegian 1856 issue as we found them, which
were ulleged to have beeun altered Ly the employment of chemicals.
Chemistry wasa capital thing to lay the blame to when puzzled catalogue
makers found more varieties coming from a given country than they
could account for. In the case of some of the Turkish again he did
not shure the belief of the chemical agency in changing colours to
the extent that some would have them. Ile did not believe it possible.
His collection had been greatly, he might say enormously enriched by
exchanging, and he strongly urged every collector to adopu the same
plan. Proceeding, the speaker said the incident he had referred to
might be justly taken as one of the many omeus of the future—an im-
portaut one, if the spread of the abuse of rational principles of collect-
ing. was not strictly guarded against. It might also well be termed
a glimpse of a very possible future, for it had occurred to him, as it
would doubtless suggest itself to his heavers in view of the every day
business in buying and selling stamps—that if a certain stamp suddenly
merited a premium being offered for it over and above the price
uzually set down to it, then there must be in sight of the broker nr
dealer a good facility for disposing of the label ugain. The case in
point was a good illustration of this. He liad a stamp in his album
which once belonged to the collection of the late Mr. Frede. C—— of
Hastings, which was sold in various lots soon after his death in 1879.
The stamp had some initials on the back.and these he had all along
assumed to beloug to the original owner, which had siuce proved
to be the case. It was one of the early European issues, rarely to be
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met with except in old collections now. It appeared that it had already
changed hands several times ; a collector at Lyons or somewhere in the
South of France had become possessed of it owing to the dis.

1 of the collections of a nobleman of that country. The son he
understood was now anxious to get together as many as possible
of the specimens which originally comprised his father's collection. TIn
carrying into practice this extravagant idea there had been created a
market for stamps with a pedigree, strange as the qualification might
seem. I am told, continned the speaker, it is not now an uncommon
thing in France, when puorchasing specimens of old issues of various
countries’ stamps, not exclusively European either, for enquiry to be
made as to the number of hands such and snch a stamp has passed
through and in what noted collections it had at one time or another
been numbered. This was termed the pedigree of a stamp. He asked
them, could one well imagine anything more absurd ? He was glad it
did vot emanate from any of his own circle of friends. The very
reason of its being absurd was however the most likely cause of its
becoming in vogue amongst collectors all over the warld. For his own
part he feared it was such absurdities as these that wonld bring down
the science again to even below the level of a *“ mania” if it were
possible to find a lower grade. A more illusionary value
could not be put upon their stamps than any cousideration for these
so-called pedigrees. There were some other things which he might
mention in this connection, as equally liable to lower the position the
science had now reached rather than improve the tone of the pursuit,
Principal amongst these was the sale of * reprints and remainders *;
the turnover in £ 8. d. in the conrse of year on this account alone
must amount to a large item in the profits of the dealers and middlemen.
The traffic in this rubbish was, as a matter of fact, conducted on the
principle that * half-a-loaf was better than no bread.” and if only the
transaction was a quarter as honest as the principle said to be involved
there would not be so much ground for complaiut. But it was not so.
It was said that where the genuine was to all intents and purpeses
unobtainable, n set of imitations were as good ; but as philatelists they
could not agree with that. A set of stamps not having yet done
postal service might be generally admitted more pleusing and probably
more interesting to the vulgar taste than the same stamps would be in
a used condition. The choice between the two by a genuine philatelist
could be readily imagined, and especially so if the unused lubels hap-
pened to be obsolete remainders or worse still—reprints. The bad
effect of these things woald of a surety assert itself iu the lrief re-
turn to the old days of mauia-stricken enthusiasts, who took up the
hobby for a very limited period only to discard it. This could but
reduce the usefulness of Philately as a scientific pursuit, because its
respectability would be affected. It was wot the speaker's wish to
debar anyone from enjoying the same reereation which 1hev themselves
fonnd in their albums, but it would indeed bs disheartening, after so
long a period of gradual growth in vigour and usefulyess that there
should he a possibility of its becoming ncthivg more than an un-
reasonable pursuit—the victim of a mania-struck public,”
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For the Stamps of Europe,

Buy of BUTLER BROS
For the Stamps of Asia, ;

Buy of BUTLER BROS.
For the Stamps of Africa,

Buy of BUTLER BROS.
For the Stamps of America,
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Stamp Collectors,
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BUTLER BROS., NOTTINGHAM,

WM. V. D. WETTERN JUN.,
WHOLFSALE
DEALER in POS1I'AGE STAMPS,

176, Saratoga Street,
BALTIMORE, Md, U.S.A.

STAMP MOUNTS!!!
1/~ per 1000.
BUTLER BROS.,,
FOREIGN STANMP IMPORTERS,

NOTTINGHAM.

ALL EINDS OF STAMPS BOUGHT FOR
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New List GREATLY ENLARGED, just
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W. F. GREANY,

827, BRANNAN STREET.
SAN FRANC/SCO, CAL.,

Desires to receive conzipnmentsof Brit—
ish Coloninl and other stamps, and can
offer in exchange ench searce stAmps,as
Sandwich Is., Guatemala, Hong Kong,
China, Nicaragua, Honduoras, Costa
Riea, Mexico and U.S. departments
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Designed to illustrate and identify the colors of postage stamps.
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e

IMPORTANT TO STAMP DEALERS.
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is now the largest and most complete wholesale list of stamps ever
published, All the newest issues are quoted at the lowest prices.

ALL ORDERS EXECUTED BY RETURN OF POST WITHOUT FAIL,
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WHITFIELD KING & CO.,
LACEY STREET,

IPSWICH,
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Now Ready, the Fifth Edition, entirely Revised and Corrected, of

STANLEY, GIBBONS, & CO.'S
Price Catalogue of Postage Stamps,

INCLUDING ALL NEW ISSUES UP TO APRIL, 1886

Also an APPENDIX to the above, consisting of over 2,400 Fllustrations,
With Reference Numbers attached corresponding with the Catalogue,

For the Identification of little-known Btamps, Oriental Values, and Surcharges
this Publication will be found invaluable.

All the varieties of Watormark, Surcharge, Error, and Parforation will be found
fully Catalogued. These descriptions bave been greatly extended, which, combined
with the enormous number of new issues, has rendered neccssary a corresponding
increase in the extent of the work, This new Catalogue consists of nearly 200 pages,
showing an addition of no less than 40 pages on the previous edition.
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BTANLEY, GIBBONS, & CO., Philatelic Publishers, 8, Gower Street, London, W.C,

LE TIMBRE LEVANTIN,

A Journal exclusively confined to Oriental Postage Stamps, is
published at Oonstantinople on the 15th of every month, under the
direction of M. APIK YAREMDJI, 16, Grand Rue Parmak-Capon
Constantinople. Subseription : 2 frs. 50¢. per annum. Advertisements
a single line 40c., a single page 40 frs.

N.B.—This journal will also appear in (German and English
directly our subscribers in each of these two countries amount to 1000.
We recommend the amateurs in Germany and in France to subscribe
immediately, The first number will be sent free and post paid to
every Dealer and Collector in the world.

LE TRESOR DU COLLECTIONNEUR,
Par APIE YARMEDJL

The only vade-mecum truly useful to dealers and collectors on account
of the importance as well as the number of advertisements it contains.

Price of a Specimen Copy: 3frs. 20ec.
To be cbtained direct from the Author.

Handsome Gilt Cloth Reading Covers,
} 12 1/4 1/6
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?HTLLATELIC pBSER VE;R,

APPSR, 1886,

In our last number and in this part of our Maguzine we expatiated
on the excellence of the American stamps, an excellence that has strick-
en Contivental Philatelists no less than ourselves.  So conspicuous is
this that there seews to be no stamp where excellence is lacking and
where thieir superiority over other natious is not maintained. Take a
fiscal Match 'lax, the execution is good ; take a quack wedicine stamp,
it is no less well done,  Last mouth we pondered over this, as our readers
will remember, aund asked why itis. The auswer however that we {ound
difficult to give, had perhaps, Leen given Ly an American himself, a year
or two before. AMr. Russell Lowell, while the Awerican Mivister here
speaking on one oceasion at a public meeting, said that there was no
country in the world where the people mixed so much brain with the labour
of their fingers as his own,  No doubt this is the explavation, the
mixture of brains with the work of the hauds makes the American
vaturally artistic. Why the Euglish have not excelled in the matter of
stamps is this, that art never cutered into their conception of them,
When the old and original penvy English stump wus produced it was
not an uncommon observation of the day that anybody of a mechanical
turn of mind, with an ordinary Lread and cheese knife, might be able to
make a tolerably good counterfeit. We do not think counterfeiters, bad
there been auy, would have found their ingenuity very profitable,
because there were original checks that would svon have brought their
fraudulent practices to grief aud exposure, but still the plain fact remains
that the first stawp was but a beavy and clumsy production.  But then,
Rowland Hill was but a practical man, the son of, if not himself, a
commercial schoolmaster, be songht for nothivg but use aud cared
nothing for beauty. The dispute as to who inveuted the postage stamp
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has never turned upon a matter of effigies nor of designs, or, as we should
perhaps in onr day say, essays, but as to whom the credit belongs of
having had the first idea of placing a piece of square gummed paper on
a lettor as a frank for it. Let us not be thought to undervalue the
worth even of the single thought of doing so, for whatever its execution
has been, and however little it reems in 1itself, the result has been great,
perbaps magnificent.  What we centend for is that the subject of Art
and let us write in it large letters of HIGH ART never entered into
the brains of the first producers of the postage stamps but their ideas
were conlined solely to the nation of use, Of course, since then, a New
Generation has risen up and il the New Generation is anxious to have
art and beanty in its postage stamps we have little doubt it will
succeed and have them. We do not attribute the poorness of the
Koglish stamps to any actnal Knglish, mental, artistic incapacity, but
to the fact that the English mind has never been fully devoted 1o the
subject. Our several Post Masters General have seen in the postage
stamp but a greast commercial engine, it is that unquestionably, and
will unguestionably remain so, but no less it is the fact that, in future,
besides so seeing ity the world, at large, will ask the Post Master
General and expect him to see that the English stamp, as a symbol,
does not fall behind that of other nations, either in Art or iuterest.

“IEn [Passant.”

Not a great while ago whilst referring to the condition of
business in stumps from a pecuniary standpoint, an Inglish author
wrote with profound simplicity— * dollness ! dullness ! all is dollyess.’
Withont regard to any special wisdom there may or may not be in this
remark wo will substitute for dullness the word ¢ jobbery ™ tfor we
think that in scanning the list of new issues recorded this month more
than one instance may be found in which the altered phraseology,
will commend itself as peculiarly suited to the several circumstances,
The vagariesnoted for Aalborg in the form of a fresh batch of surcharges
on the 8= issae followed immediately by a new set of seven labels, and
the modification of the stamp belonging to Odense another by-post or
local post i Denmark, form two instances of what mizht be termed
we think, playing at post offices; just as it is possible to imagine a
schoul of infunts in the early days of life adopting the deliveries hy the
familiar postman as the summit of infantile wabition. It would swem
that whether the busivess of theso local posts requires it or not, there
is always behind the scenes a guiding Land ready to direct the issne of
a score of surcharges and then a fresh series of stamps, or vice versd.
1n the case of the Aalborg by.post, which we referred to before on the
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occcasion of the issue and surcharge of a 36re label in April, there have
followed the surcharges already mentioned a set of seven values ranging
from one to fifty dre in value, and cousisting of uo less thau four types.
A different type is used for each of the four lower values and the 20,
25 and 50 Gre, are of the same design as the 10 vre. Now itis difficult
to conceive what actual use there can be for all these labels in merely
alocal post confined to the area of perhaps just a square mile. To
suggest their creation is due to an appreciable increase in the legitimate
business of letter carrying only, would be, we fear, very far from the
real cause of the issue.* Above and beyond the professed use to which
the stamps of these local posts are pat, viz, that of prepayment of
letters carried by the post, there is always an enormous demand on the
proprietors for sets of any new stamps they may issue from people
interested in the circulation of new stamps amongst collectors, The
frequent repetition of similar procedure does not appear to lessen the
demand for large quantities by single individuals. Bowme curious facts
are related from one of the Portugese Settlements—Macuo, and we
may repeat them here because some of them help to prove the
existence of the practice we have alladed to. It is alleged that
of some twelve boxes of stamps and posteards and other post office
requisites despatched by ship from Portugal seven only were delivered
to the post master at Macao ; the remaining five not heing found in
the hold of the vessel until after its return. The limited stock thus
left at the post office proved to be altogether insufficient to meet the
demand for the new stamps aud it was only a necessity when sur-
charging was resorted to—ut least so says report. Now here we must
leave it an open question as to whether the five cases were intentionally
missed when the ship reached Macao, personally we should imagine it
would not be an ecasy master to accidentally overlook live large boxes
however gigantic the ship hold might have been.  Considerable
credence is placed in the report in some quarters, but we fear we must
confess to a deal of diffidence in accepting so flimsy an explanation.

- - - *

Since our last issue we have beem somewhat severely taken to
task by a Philatelist who called upon us, about our remarks concerning
the action of the press with regard to the collections at the South
Kensington Exhibition. Whilst assuring us that the subject was devoid
of any pecuniary iuterest to him he thought that we were nov at all
jnstified in making our observations in the tone we did because the
question of lending help to the show aathorities in the way suggested
had not previously bLeen mooted, It is to be regretied certainly that
some such suggestion was not made earlier and acted upon, but in our
note on the subject last month we did not intend this regret to be
construed into black-mail against our contemporaries even though they
have with almost one accord, abused the efforts made by the authorities
to give Philately ,a place in the Indian and Colonial Kxhibition. The
following is an extract of the paragraph to which our friend has taken
exception. *\While admittting the great value of these mediums in the
dne attraction of the public mind to any question, we would suggest to
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our contemporaries that they should invite, as we do, those of our
collector-friends who are possessed of goad collections to offer the loan
of them to the Exhibition anthorities, and so augment and so help to
alleviate the ¢terrible incompleteness ' and the ¢ excessively meagre
character of the present representatives of the science at Sonth
Kensington, It is very unlikely that these offers would be refused if
they were made, but taking such a contingency as a possibility even,
the good principle of the thing and the evidence that there are a few
people at least ready to help would Do a subject well fitted we think
for leading articles on the part of our friends, who, ready to criticise
are not so willing apparently to help the facts of the case. We are able
to state on fairly relisble authority that the collections now on view
will be sold by tender after the Exhibition is closed.

» s » *

Everybody has heard of the dire catastrophe which one day not
long ago befel the Corean post oflice and all its contents.  According
to report the stock necessary to carrying on a post office, was along with
the building itsell fired by a mob and totally destroyed. The absolute
truth of this statement, though gencrally accepted at the time is now
questioned by reason of the appearance of three other stamps of higher
values than the two already koown to be in existence. The new
stamps are the 25, 50, and 100 mon, which we are told were in use
postally for a short time only, but the corrency thus obtained entitles
them to a place as postage stamps. We shall be willing enough to
admit them as such supposing the credentials they bring with them are
worthy of investigation and if upon enquiry it should prove correct
that a quantity of the higher values was saved from the fire, they will
be treated so as a mafter of course; bnt until then we advise
our readers toaccept these statements about the 25, 50, aud 100 mon.
with the greatest reserve In order if possible to elicit some further
tidings concerning them we will put these (uestions to those who are
anxiously pushing them before the public. ~ Were these stamps
originally printed in Germany ? IHave they ever been as far as the
Corean peninsula? and if they were at the post office there, as a'leged,
at the time of the fire, how was it that just these very stamps were
saved, and no others, those which had only been in use a little time
and were consequently very scarce amongst collectors. We should
like to go further but space forbids: still, now that we are on the
subject there will be no harm done in asking to whose praiseworthy
foresight are we indebted for rescue from the flames of these precious
labels ?

- - » -

The two letter cards issued last month from the French Capital
are remarkable for the exceptional economy which has evidently been
observed in their preparation.  Not only are the colours poorly
exceuted and miserably finished but similar objectionable features are
observable in regard to the paper used, The latter is of the most
ordivary deseription and comwes poorly off when quality is made the
test of cheapness. The emaller sevies of the Belgian lotter cards
appear to have been taken as u pattern in preparing the French ones
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just issued, i.e., as far as the design of the card goes. The inscription
is the very essence of brevity, consisting as it does of two words only,
CARTE-LETTRE, and the English equivalent to this will not be very
difficult to divine. They are impressed with the 15 c. and 25 c. stamps
respectively of the current issue which represent of course the same
value as in the case of adhesives, and the colours used are for the
lower value, blue on straw tinted paper and for the 235¢, black on
pink,

- - ™ »

A delay in the issue of u certain stamp which has been long
promised tends to add considerably to the interest in the specimen
when it actually comes to light. This we have noticed is especially
the case if the advent of a soeries of stamps has been chronicled and
speculation been moving as to their probuble character.  As a matter of
fact we are not exactly sure that a separate series of labels for Guinea
has at any time been specially predicted, but it has been generally
understood we believe that some effectual way of providing stamps
necessary for the post oflice here would be one of the changes now
being made in the various stamps of the Portuzul Colonies. We have
a set of seven aldlicsives delinitely set apart for use iu Guinea
shewing in the design a portrait of the King, The next noticeable part
of the stamps is the oval band which encloses the above and bears an
inscription appropriate to the occasion. The labels present a very neat
appearance but do not lack elfectiveness and when mounted in the
albnm will form a very good coutrast with the appearance of the labels
previously in use.

Mew Fssues.

ANTIGUA.-—Three post-cards have been prepared for use in
this Island,

Post Carda, 1 pouny earmino,
YRy 2y 3
X4 ., "

AUSTRIA.—We have now received one of the letter cards
mentioned in our last number, the inscription is printed in black, the
card is white within and coloured without.

Lottor Card, dkr., pink on grey,

BELGIUM,—Two letter cards have appeared bearing stamps of
the new type.

Lotter Cards, 10c, enrmine on blue,
25¢, bluo on piuk,

CEYLON.—Aunother stamp of the new design has been

circulated. ‘
Adhesive, 15e, olive green.
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COREA.—Three high values, namely 25, 50 and 100 mon, are
supposed to have been issued, remarks relating to these stamps will be
found in ‘- En Passant.”

Adhesives, 25 mon, orange,
50 ,, blue green.
100 ,, dark blue nnd rose.

CUBA.—The colour of the 24c. de peso, has been changed to
ultramarine-blue.

Adhesive, 24c. de peso, ultramarine-blue.

COCHIN CHINA.—The French Colonies stamp of 23c¢. ochre
has been surcharged “ 5" it also bears beneath the numeral, the
additional surcharge, C.C.11.

Adhesive, Ge. on 25¢. OCHRE,

CURACAO.—A post card of the value of 5 cents. and an

adhesive stamp of the same value will shortly be issued,

DOMINICA.—In addition to the sarcharge mentioned in our
July number a new adhesive and two postcards have been issued.
Adhesive, 4d, grey
Post Cards 1d. X 1d, carmino on buff,
" w 1§ X 1% brown oo buff,
DENMARK.—AALBORG, althongh this post has only been
established a few months a second issue has appeared,
Adhosives, 1 ore, brown
2 ore, blue
fi ore, brown and blua
10 ore, black and brown
20 ore, groen and black
25 oro, black and blue
30 ore, blue and gold

FRANCE.—Two letter cards have been issued.

Lotter cards 15¢, blus on straw
"w " 925e. black on pink
FRENCH COLONIES.—Four of the unpaid letter stamps of
the low values have just appeared.
Unpaid lottor stamps 1e. black.
0 ot
0L can
40
The current 26¢. stamp has undergone a change of colour cor-
responding with that lately issued for France,

Adhesive 25¢. black on pink
GAMBIA.—Three of these stamps have been changed in colour
as follows :(—

Adbesives, 24d. ultramarine
dd. mage groen
Ia. brown
GRENADA.—Three new reply post cards have just been issued
viz—
Post Cards 4 X § green on boff

1 X 1 earmine on bull
14 A 1} brown on buff
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INDIA —A stamp of an entirely new design has been circulated,
the design consists of the head of the Empress on a groundwork of
horizontal lines within an octagonal band. ;

Adhesive 4 annas 6§ pies, pale green.

ITALY —Two stamps have been issued for postal packets.

Adhesives, 10 centisimi, olive green
20 % blue

LABUAN.—Two stamps have been changed in colour as
follows—

Adhesives. 10 cents, olive
16 ,,  duall blue.

MONTSERRAT. —A penny reply post card has been issued.

Post Card, 1 X 1 carmine on huff

MADAGASCAR.—We have received some of a series of postage
labels that have been issued by the British Vice—Consul at Antananarivo.
The labels consist of two series, one for letters, the other being for
packets. The Labels are type set and of a rather large size, being more
than three inches long by two inches wide. The letter 'labels are
divided by rules into three parts, at the top are the letters B,C.M.,
below the first rule is the authorised weight, below the second line the
postage rate, the other letter labels are of the same design, the whole
is enclosed within a border of twolines. The parcel labels are without,
the dividing lines, at the top is the word PosTace: below in the centre
the value, in figures, and at the botrom the value, in words, the whole
being enclosed in an ornamental border,

Lotter Labels 6 Eence vermilion, }oz.
1 shilling violet, 2h
1 ,, b pence violet, 14 oz,
s YiOlot, 2

Postal Packets 1 penny 1 oz. violet,
3 half-pence 1} oz, black and rod.
2 penca violat. 2 oz.
8 ,. violet. 3 oz,

4 ,, violet. 4 oz.
4} ,, black and rod. 4} oz

NEVIS.—Two reply posteards of the values of 1d. and 14d.
have been issued,

Posteards 14, X 1d, earmine on baff,
14d. X 13d. red, brown on bnff,

NORWAY.— KRAGERO, a new local post has been started for
this town, the stamps are all of one design and cousist of an island
with a smull promontory with a lightbouse at the extremity, the
whole being enclosed in a circle, in the distance is a ship. Above the
design on a seroll i3 kracero sy post beveath the circle in a straight
line is ‘are.’ 'I'he stamps are li hographed.

Adhesives 2 ore, groon on light green.
b ,, brown on pale pink,
7 , oclra on pale yellow,
10 ,, brown on piok.
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PERU.—Some of the stampsof the new series have been put
into circulation,, the alterations being simply changes of colour.
Adhesives, 1 centavo, lilac, type 1879,
- S green ,, 1876,

-

S orange ,, 1877,
50 ,, vermilion ,, 1874,
1 sol, brown ,, 1874,

REUNION.—The 30c. French colonies stamp of 1876 to 81
issue (imperforate) has been surcharged respecttively de. and 20c.

Adhesives 5¢' on 30c. brown.
20c, on 80e¢

ST. CHRISTOPHER.—We have auother surcharge from this
island, the 6d. stamp being surcharged one penny,
Adhesive 1d. on 6d. green

TOBAGO.—The 21d. stamp has been surcharged % penny

Adhesive $d. on 2}d. ultramarine,

Correspondence.

To the Editor of Butlers' Philatelic Observer.

Sir,

Will you permit we, as a reader of your Journal, to make a few
remarks on the article in your last number entitled “ A Peep into the
Future? ” Interesting as I always find your magazine I think, however,
it has this defect that it is apt to take a rather downcast and dispiriting
view of Philately. At the beginning of this, you reviewed the past year
and stated it had been a gloomy one for Stamp Dealers and Collectors,
and yet, last year, the returus of Dealers and others were heavier than
ever! And now you discover that there is something coming over our
interesting pursuit that will sink it below a mania—if that be possible—
No, Sir, it is not possible to sink it below a mania, norisit a mania,
Those however—to return to your article—who wish to have a pedigree
for their stamps are they likely to injure or beuefit Philately? My
opinion is the latter: if a stamp had beeu iu the possession of a celebrated
poet, orator or statesman it would, at least, be no worse, and if it by
chance had an antograph affixed would it not be all the better ?  Certain-
ly: forit would posess the double advantage of being both an antograph
and a stamp and so far from secing anything objectionable or likely to
injure Philately in such a circumstance, I thiuk there is reason to
congratulate ourselves that we bave another aspect uuder which we can
view and collect stamps and that is, their Pedigree.

I remain, Sir,
Yours faithfully,
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For the Stamps of Europe,
For the Stamps of Asia,

For the Stamps of Africa,

For the Stamps of America,

For the Stamps of Australia,

Stamp Collectors,
Stamp Dealers

For Genuine Stamps,

WHOLESALE OR RETAIL LIST SENT POST

Buy of BUTLER BROS.
Buy of BUTLER BROS.
Buy of B:UTLER BROS.
Buy of BUTLER BROS,
Buy of BUTLER BROS,
Buy of BUTLER BROS.
Buy of BUTLER BROS.
Buy of BUTLER BROS.
FREE.

BUTLER BROS,

NOTTINGHAM,

WM. V. D. WETTERN JUN.,
WHOLESALE
DEALER in POSTAGE STAMPS,

176, Saratoga Street,
BALTIMORE, Md, U.S.A.

ALL KINDS OF STAMPS BOUGHT FOR
PROMPT CASH.
ALL DeALERS are requested to send
their WaoLESALE LisT.

New List GREATLY ENLARGED, just
issued, sent Gratis and Post free to
_Dealers only. Eyery Dealer should
have one before buying elsewhere.

Goop OFFBRS ALWAYS W ELCOME.

|

STAMP MOUNTS!!!

1/- per 1000.
BUTLER BROS,,
FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTERS,

NOTTINGHAM.

W. F. GREANY,

827, BRANNAN STREET.
SAN FRANCISCO, OAL,

Desires toreceive conzignmentsof Brit-
igh Colonial and other stamps, and can
offer in exchange ench scarce stamps,as
Sandwich Is., Guatemala, Hong Kong,
China, Nicaragua, Honduras, Costa
Riea, Mexico and U,S. departments
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IMPORTANT TO STAMP COLLECTORS.

Just published entirely revised and greatly enlarged the
nineteenth edition of

WHITFIELD KING & Co S

PRICGE ©LIST

FOREIGN AND COLONIAL

ﬂusfage $mmyﬁ, ﬁusiqaqﬂﬁ, gmmp ilhums &g, &t
~J

Sent gratis and post free on application.

THE STANDARD COLOR CHART

Desigued to illustrate and identify the colors of postage stamps.
Price redneced to 3/- post free.

IMPORTANT TO STAMP DEALERS.

We have recently enlarged our wholesale list to twelve pages, and it
is now the largest and most complete wholesale list of stamps ever
published. All the newest issues are quoted at the lowest prices.

ALL ORDERS EXECUTED BY RETURN OF TPOST WITHOUT FAIL.

ADDRESS :—

WHITFIELD KING & CO.,,
LACEY STREET,

IPSWICH,



The Philatelic Obserber,

A First Class Stamp Collectors Magazine,
published on the first of the month

*Subseription :— 2/- per annum, post free.

ORDER FORM.

Name

Address

*Postal orders are much preferred, the cashing of stamps causes

loss and inconvenience.

We will always allow the cost of Postal or Post Office Orders,

payable at St. George’s, Canterbury.

BUTLER BROS., Stamp Importers,
OATEN HILL, CANTERBURY, ENGLAND.

R —

i



BUTLCR CRCS.
Forcign Stamp Merchants,

5, Oaten Hill,
CANTERBURY.







