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INTRODUCTORY. 
We, the cd itor8 a.nd pu blishcr of The Curiosity RPporter, ta.kl' 

pleasure i11 prl"seuting t.<1 th e curiosity collecting publi<.; the f1.rs1 
11u111her of 11ur pa per. I tR object is to adva nce the interests of cc•l· 
lectors. The subjects of geology , mincrt1l og.v, philately and other!' 
of interes~ to collt-ctors, lwsidcs short nnd sclial s tories, will in tur11 
IJe prc.;entf'd . Tl1e publi c must J11•t think, because w e are small , 
that we :1 re frauds or good for nothing, fol\~ls every one well knows, 
" most things have small beginnin i:;s" . .ttoping to h ear froru you 
soon , 

"\Ve remain, Yours Truly, 

The Editors and Publisher. 

For Tile l<eportcl'. 

COLLECTIONS. 
A large number of collections ar e being begun a t nl1 times. Some 

are star ted because t.be collector finds a ren.l study and interest in the 
articles colle<.;tctl, others becituse the articles nre pretty, but the grea­
ter part are commeucecl on account of the spirit of rivalry existing 
between the persons, or perhaps some schoolmate, we will say, ha~ 
luagged over his collection·of stamps, tags, minerals or whatevu 
cmiosities ho may have, and the oth<'r wanted to got even with him. 
Some of the collections so star ted nre continued and the collector 
finds that it is more than mere play but witl1 the larger part the fe­
ve1-, as it is cfllled, is soon over and the collections are either sold, 
exchanged fo r somothing else or it is dropped and the collection is 
imt away some place where the owner will bnrdJy ever see i t a.gain. 
ouch persons should keep on collecting the curiosities in which they 
are interested and they will find out that er e long it will prove a. nice 
aud teaching subject. 

This pnge wilJ hereafter contain the continued story for which 
we offer two pri zes (see page 4.) both worth competing for. Sub­
scribe for the paper and get the whole story. 



Mineralogy and Geology. 
Conducted by "Old F ossil,'' Box 8 1 Ellrnder, low:\. 

The Mineralogist's stnndard .-Dana.'s Mineralogy. 
'l'he Ueologhit's stnndard. - Dana's Geology. 

NOTES. 
The wnrd feldspa r is from the Gercrnn, meuning •1sp11r of the fieltl '' 
Mngoetiteor Loudstone is tlic only llli11eral tha t bas a mag11eli t: 

a ttrnction. 
Trilobites were the most abundnn t in th e F;iluriau aud D !'vonian 

cocks, and disnppeared in t b"' Cnrbonif'e•·vus . 
Menacoanlte, or Litunio iron ore, ltas lat(•Jy been diecoYerell in J{an­

eus. 

Herti is a short poem which eYe ry true collectior of ''rocks" 
should learn . For is uot what Wt' study 1u1 mincrnlngy, geology , 
etc. a work of Ciod? Auyone wlto has stutlied i ~ kuows that it must 
be thus, und thnt the t·u1·ious shopecl fc.ssils, the valuublc g1:nis, 
and the useful minerals Wt.>re not laid rluwu lJy "cbancc.'' The 
more I study, Lhe mor-e I tuiuk there is u Go<I. 

'l'he works of God are fa ir for unugh t 
Unless our cyl's, in se~iug, 
See hi<lilcu in thing the tuougl1t 
That a nimates its beiug. 

OHAT WITH t.:OLLEC'fOR~. 
Collectors, wheo you are a nswer ing an cxchang<', be prornpf: 

and, by the way, sub.,cr ibe foe the Curiosity Repurkr and .vou L'Ull 

have a whole >:O wor<l exchange each month. 
If you hiwe any l'pt!ci meos you are i 11 <lnuht about th e identity. 

just send a full llescripl ivn, with locality. to "Old Foi;s il" and if h f' 
don't know what it is, be will have it put In this colum n for other 
cpllectors to scratch their l11.i11ds on. 

'Vhen you get 11 la rge specime n , k l!ep it. 1t is of more ,·alue 
tbnn a dozen smull c.>nc ·. 

STAMPS. 
The number of ndhc·sive stnmps now issued i11 Great Brilniu 

amounts to two billion a year -four tous weigltt a day. 
France issuefl und used unpaid letter stamps in 1859, being t h e 

first eonnt ry to use them; Italy, Bn\'aria a11d 'furkey foll•>Wecl i11 
1863. In all, ten couutrles issued und used t hem before the United 
States, whi<'h wu1> not until 1879. 
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Brief Notes. 

No. I. 

The Slamp of Denver, Col., is one of the best printed papers 
we hnve receivea. 

The Philalelic Herald of Portland, Maine, is the largest and · 
cheapest }laper we have received. Send 8 cents for a sample copy, 
or only 15 cents for a years subscription and you will be more than 
satisfied. 

Owing to the large correspondence on Mineralogy we have been 
obliged to crowcl our Stamp Department. We will do better the 
next issue. 

The first page of this paper will hereaf t.er contain a. continued 
prize story. See page 4. 

EX CI-IANG ES. 
J have 2.50 vnrict ic8 tobacco Ing,., muny rure..._ which I wlJJ sell 

fu r cash. '\/rite price otfored 'Vm. Reinecke, ~lkader, Iowa. 

I hnvc s11me porcupin e-quills and other curiosities, wh ich I will 
ticll , or exchungt! for mint>r11ls, fossils or other curiosities. H. L. 
Griffit h; Elkn<.ler, Town. 

Wanted-Books on Geology a.nd Min eralogy, also on lslAud of 
Papua or Australia. 'Vill irive in ex. minerals. The recei&>t to 
trnnsfer leaves, etc. oo paper for specimens worth 15 cents. 1'. R. 
Stearns, Elkadt:r, Jown. 

Reasoon ble prices pnitl for coins. Seud impression on paper and 
price wanted to Wm. Heinecke, Elkader, Iowa. 



I 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

100 Foreign Stamps, 
Ma.ny varieties for a 4c stamp. 

Agents wanted to sell appro­
val sheets. 

A. E. Ashfield, Box 233, Rye, N. Y. 
Pbllatelle pape!'1' insert this adfertisemeut 

and notice two montllB, aud send bill. ___ W_AN ___ T_E ... D~:---

Correspondence with collectors 
wishing to buy, sell or exchange 
minerals, fossils, Jndin,n 1·elics and 
curiosities. 1 also have n. num­
ber of carnelians and agi\tes, 
which I will sell or exchange. 

R. L. GIUFFITn , ELK.ADER. IA. 

- - ------- - ---
F. R. Stearns 

desires to present tbo foUowlng 
Bargains to Collectors. 

Fovosft('s, vnr. of freslH.,mtcr coi-nl. ft. 
nei;t in the mnrket, lxl, 6c; !?x:!, 15c; 
1 •~xl •il. 10c. 

CnJcitl' t'ormution, Jxl, 60. 
Carneliun. lxl, Be: l '<,xl l., . l:?c. 
Agate!.", L~l. 6c: l'':.'xl'~ . 12c. 
12 a.."sot1ect colorsuf s mall curnell1111annil 

ogntcs . li>C. 
PNrlfiect fe rns from Cnnudll, lxl, lOc; 

l'!lXll~. 2.'iC. 
10 \'nr. smull cords of speeimcn f', 2;jc. 
[,argc curds. 10 c c>nts each; 4 for 2.'>c. 
A pnoknl(o of JOO gummed number!\. n•· 

sorted 1'17.es. for lllbelling specimen•, 
sent FREE wlth every 2.'lce nt order . 

I, ISTS W1Tl:l J::VEHY Ol~OElt. 

F. R. Stearns, · Elkader, Iowa. 

([qe ~uriosity Reporter 
A Monthly Journal devoted to 

Minerals, Stamps, Curiosities, etc. 

Wm. Reinecke, Elkader, Ia. 

The publisher af this paper hereby offers 2f cents in cash and 

2 inches of advertising one insertion , for the l st best story on cn· 

riositiea and also 1 inch advertising once nud 1 year's subscription to 

this po.per for the 2nd best. Stories must cont.a.in at lenst 6 00 but 

not more than 900 words and to be sent before April 5t.h. 

Wm. Reinecke, Elkader, Iowa. 
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Fcir The Roportcr. 0 rond Prize Story. 

CURIOSITIES. 
Tbia tt'rm com <'s from th e Latin "curiosus" meaning. l st qual­

ity of being CUl'JOllS, 2nd, <lbpositiOll to illljUire, i11qUil"itiveneSS, 3rd1 
that wbid1 is l'uriou:1 . Tt1 kiu~ LIH·se i11 their ordl'r1 iu tbe fi1sL we 
~ee thnt ull pl•1so11s hnvc iu them the quality or Ahility of seeing 
things out of' LL1e com 111011 c\·eryday round of life. Jn tliescl'ond pi see, 
the see in~ of t h cst- kads us lo a disp ositiou to tiutl out tl l I we can 11bou t. 
those things which stl"ilH: fJUr falll·y, an<l in currying out our 
researl'lws, we usk i1111umcn1hle q11e~tinns, thnt is we are curlol!s 
and pr~· iug. Curiosity <IPtwlt s a frl'ling i11HI iuqui!'iliH•uC'ss; a b11-
bi t. \Ve ure curious w lieu w1.• d esire, to learn soucthing new, we are 
inqu isiti\·1:' wht>n W<' Sl't ou rstl\'t·S to ~:iiu iL by inquiry and research. 
J'ryiug irnpliea inquisit in·111·ss wl1 t'n c:nrriecl to nn C'XtrC'me, and is 
mme l'Onlll\oll ly l18• cl i11 a und H'11i,(' 1 os iuditalin~ :1 rltslre to pene­
trat e into tlie s<?<:r<: tEt of othN,.;. 3rd. Those 1m111ccliate objects 
whiuh stri ke our fan cy aud ll':ul us to 11u1kf' exa11ii 1H11ions a re gener­
a lly !'ailed ct11'i1•:.itk,.; 1111d k111 whdgc ~ni1wd liy eY ide11<'ls of tbe 
scll!'t'S whiC'll we lH:<1 11ire t l11·c111g h out· illve;;tigations of tbC'SC strn11gC' 
things is u:.ll<'d pcr<:t·1•tii>11 a11d l' \'Cll haYing n •nd ubout tht'm heforc, 
Wl' 11111 y ,.;till he im·rc<lulous lill brou;.:ht ftic·c lfl fM·e with them. 

A:<ide from the 11lit11>r11rnl tl c\'(•lopcmcnts of huma n a11d aninrnl 
11:1tun·, n~ fat , or111l1·""• J, gl1.•l:'s, liairl1 i,ii-1 111HI ;.kt,lct nu pl'upl e, l1eor­
tll•d w n111e11

1 
c• l:tslic :::kiu llH' ll, tlw:1r(:i. ~l:1111,., two hu·.dcd anin.ali:, 

nll.>i11os nno m1111.r otlwr 111oni<tr11,.itit.'-", n:-.ttall~· ~r 1 JI iu C'irc U8('!'<1 

!<lhmv:J an<I mus c111111' , we sec cu rious thi11i:s <.'\'l·r:r d;1y, We may 
l : n,·cl to f11rei~11 C'ou11tli11i. n111l SN' tilt' c..litfert-11t r11<·1·~, their rnno-
11e11s antl cust .. rnl', lh lS<' :11·l' 1111,;: lra 11ge1 .. our <'Y• 8, lior tlo we lrnve 
tn I rn n·l t•• for<'i~ll c·11t1111 ri1;.: for ill fl llt ('Ulll\I ry. mode up ( r n •pn·­
af>U llllh c" f10111 ~11 1 othl'r <.'< lllldri. t'I, we ruay :<tudy llteir pE'<'Ulinritics 
at our Yery door>i nl1110,. t ; s uppu"c we tnke H wulk, nt our fctit url! 
JWhLl cs, grn;:!'<.'!", 11.oi-st·:-1, l1y our Hidl·R1 t1·1«•,.; 1 shrubs, rockii, l•tc.1 
;;tep up to a tree aml 1·nt off:1 ::-1111111 twi~ look at 1 he hull o n tho end, 
sc·c ltow it is i:::1rt·r11l ly prult•cll'd fr11111 wi11kr'8 fr• st. Hut at the Hrs~ 
i11dl<:nt i11n" of 1;1111 111wr's lw;1t the hud R\n•lls huri; t;.;, nml lu ! u grf'Cla 
"'11001

1 
w hich 11< t n lw lhl· ftttur1.• hmnch, i:,, srnr1nl 011 il:i w1t~· to mn­

turit.' . 
Tu hi' 1•n1111i111c•I. 



Mineralogy and Geology. 
Conducted by "Old Fossil. 11 

The Mineralogiat.'a standn.rd.-Dana.'s Mineralogy. 
'fhe Geologist's stu.ndard.-Dana's Geology. 

RECENT DISCOVERIES. 
SILVER: A vein of ail vt>r has Leen discovered in a rocky ri<lge in 

Glcnridge, Illoomfie hl twp , E ss 1·x. Couuty, N. J . A load of 
the ore has bt::cn a!:!sayccl and fou11d lo l'vnta in $20 wort h o f 
silver. 

MANGANESE: A d eposit of manganese, 19 fe e t t hick, has b een 
discovered n ear R oanoke, Vn 

CO AL: (;01\ I has recen lly bl'Cll t1 iscovercd in seYcra l <'<1U n I ic·s i 11 
Kao sos. 

HEMATITE: A bed of red h emutite, 16 feet thick, is r e ported to 
h ave uecn fou11tl 11cnr TUSl'lllO ·sa. A h1ba111a. l t is qu ite \':!l l Ll ­
abl e on a ceouul of til e oH:tallir it·o11 found in itj 011 aunlysis 
yiC'lding 16! per ccut. 

NOT8;o:; . 
The latest theory in re~ard tA1 l he f0 .rrn:i.tion of th<' drift is prn· 

posed by Jg n:tt i 11s 'oon od ly, iu his book euti1 ktl • Hu;{1 p1rok ,11 in 
which h e t·n tl l'n,·11r s to :-ho"· thut il w:rn pl'odu<·etl : •. Y :1 co nw l 1<tri k · 
iug tbc e:Ht h . \\'hether o r 11o l :'llr. Don11clly is correct i11 his t h eory 
he certainly m ala·s sorue ,·cry :> tr.rn;; poi11 ts u.~uinst tbc ice lh<.•ot',\'. 
\Ve uow have five the ri t·s, \'ix.: 

'rhc netio11 of g T t•ut Wa\' CS ancl fl •ods o f w n.l<'r . 
'fhc a ction of icclwrgs. 
'l' hc actio n c•f gh1C'lc•rs . 
'rbc u c tinn of u c•111ti11 e11t :tl i1·c·s!1ct t. 
By coming in t.•11 11 1a..r with a c o1111•t 

G ri11ds t. 1nc·:s <'ll'C m a d <' from a eo111puet , C\'Cll ·f(l'llined l'nudstoue . 
'l'J1 ... firs l 11u111l 11•r o f• The Y o 111 :g U t:ol11;.: hi t 11 r en cl1l'B 1 s froni L . 

J . Rivt•r .-;, Oskalo1,sa , Iowa. It is ju:-. t 1h c· p :q 1l'r f. r Amateur gcolo­
gisti:1. 

l\t inc rnl s . fos::tll" , 1•t c !!•:n t to " Old Fv:jsil ,11 ;i2l \\'est Dnugl:1s 
Ave, \\· 1 .. 1tit<1 , K:1n;;., 1Thl· f:•tu re j.!rl':it t•o:d :; i d ·) w ill I e rPvicwt•<l 
111 t h is th•pur1111 c 11 t. Spl•t· iw e n ' :<l'll t !11 lte i11 den t i 'i cd 1 n1u ~ t {if to be 
rtJturnc cl c .111 L:tia fu l l u11rn1111 t ofrt•tu 1·11 l' ' IJ"lagl '. 

Send 2.5cts to tht• SOUTHERN PINES NO'i EL TY CO. n11 d rc' P1 h ·1· loy 
return mull a V l' I' \' v ·d •1;1J,l c h clx 11 f 

' SOUTHERN CURIOSITir...S. 
The I ox ~011ta i 11~ 0 11 OpPn c .. tton Boll , S wl'l·l lJum D ul ls . (;hi· 

na Treu ~t ·l· cl , Gold , Co)'f'l'I' :11JCI Iron 0 1·c ,,, ;\( ;,,., , A :::- l11 'klCJf'1 Our11ct; 
Gtyi<to.I Qunrtz H 11cl ma 11y ot la r mi nNnl:; T c rn t 8 to ::i~1· 11t s - ~1 50 
@clm~. A d <lrc ... ,. oll •· l'lit•r :1 nr i11quiriL'S to ~out i1 l·1·11 P illC'~ Non•llY ~11 • 

• °"11 1:1 h I ' I 1' 11"". ~h<ll'(' ( 'It , ';:.; . 1· . I 
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13rief ~ otci-:;. 
F. H. Strums, well J, uown nmong collectors, bas1eft Elkader, 

Iown, for Wicliit.n, lfousas. His a.d<lrcss is 521 West Douglas 
Street. 

We ltn.vc recei \'ccl lhc lfrce7sio1·, ;)[oJww'k Slandard, Plli­
lalelic .1la,qazi11e, ."1gc11l 's Flag, Csejul lnslruclor und CoZ­
lcclor 's Rei·ic11'. 

Wr recci,·ed only "UC story to ente r for the prizes we offered 
lnbt n10utl1. The i;tory wns writt<'D hy ChnH. D. Miison, Easton, 
l>n .. , nud received the first prize. 'l'he first pnge cont.nine the be­
l-' iuniug. 

E~ TCIIANC-}ES. 
J h:I\ e ~.iO Ynril'lit•H 111\Jncco 1ng.;, 111:111y rnrc, whic-h I wil l sell 

f r n1:1i1. Write price otll·rcd \\'u1. Hci ulckc, Elkutler, Iowa. 

Fl .!'>l;J ... fro111 th <' J) (•\'O llillll und Tt•di:ll')' ll~CS w1111ted. F. n. 
:-;tcar11!', !):!! \\' e-o t J>ougl:ts .\ \'C. , \nchlta, l{:rns. 

I h:l\' l' :1 s •I 11f rnith<'r ~t:1111p!-! co111pri11i11g thC' numbers 1 to 10, 
i111· lu -<h c•, J •llar ~1;!11, JH'rirnl, pac.l & i11k \\ likh 1 will sdl or ex. 
f 1r nlint'ral,,, r. ,jl.., or J 11<.Ji1111 rdi<-s. JI . L. Uriftlth , ~lknch r, la. 

n 1nsonnltle priCC'S1)·dd fur c •. i11s. Stud impre~ion on pnp('r and 
1tricc wn11tN.l lo \\'m. t ci11cckc, Elknder, !own. 



STAl\fPS. 
NOTES OK U. S. ENVELOPES. 

From TH& P n.ATE"Ll C MAGAZINE, Laorange, Ill. 

The first l e. envelopes and wrnppers were not issued until lnte 
in 1857, the first 2c. in the m idtlle of 1863. 

Niue- and twelve cent envelopes were issued in 1866, but for 
what use we cannot sny. 'rhcy u rt: ,·cry scarce. 

The letter-sheet issued lust October was n ol tbe first, as is gcu­
erally supposed. A 3c, letter-i:- hect wus i~sued in August, 1801, nud 
suppressed ln April, 1864. Jt was printed in rose on blue. 

Envelopes in two colo rs w e re issued in 1861 and s uppr<'& e<l in 
186:>-60. This ii>suc is ulso m ade 1111table hy tLe four new n\lues in­
troduced-12, 20, 24, 40c.~ the greuL nu mber of slrnpcs a11d iZl'l' 
founJ in i t. 

W e have met with several of t h <' 1&85 po~ta l cards pri 11l cd i11 
brown, ligh t brown, dark brow n , nncl yellow l11·.1w 11 , of th<.' la"'t Wl.' 
have seen but Lwo copies. 'l'h t: t·e ls also to lie fou11d two cul11rs of pu· 
per, light and dar k. 

ADVERTISEMEN'IS. 

100 Foreign Stamps, I The -:- Eclipse . 
.\llllly n 1.rieties for n -le stamp. To l11t r01l11ce the r:c'Lll''<t', 1•n " flll n· 

A t t d t ll . montblycleH•t~·1l 1oi;er111I-. ... hort - torlP-.. 
gen s Wllll e o se 1tppro· 1•hll11w1.r. naturnl bi8tnr~-. etc .• we 11 ill 

val shceti;. ~cud It un~ rcnr fo r only :!.'oc. 
A. E. Ashfteld, Box 233, Rye, N. Y. I SAMPLE COPY FREE. 

I 
Edlpiw PulJlishin~ Co., 

l'bllatcollc (llll)(r~. lns•rt ll1ls 1td •1•rtl~1Ul'1tf u:.?lti l5tntiun Rt . .. ;,, .,, 1'~1111. 
and notk~ two month"· a11J i.erul bill. Pl'lT~llt'HG. P i\ . - - -------

lfiir' WATCll TH rs ~ l' .\ CE ~EXT ;\JO~TH . -ITT 


