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A PHILATELIC FRIEND.

A friend, in the true sense of the
word, to the beginner as well as to the
svanced collecter of postage stamps
is the hang-book. With a small be-
ginning, it has to day become an in-
dizpensible reference book, without
sbich an earnest phiiatelist can get
sleng.  'T'here are so many issues of
band-books, that the choice of one is
very difficult to the collector. But if
ve ook a little closer at some of these
productions of philatelic literature,
we find that there are but few among
them, that really deserve the name of
s hand-book. In the most cases they
are but a speculation of some dealer
ho seude out his price lists and cat-
ogues among collectors under Lhe
me of hand-book.

Nuturally enongh, these do not con-
lwin anything but a list of stamps
ssued mostly by incomplete and in-
ccurate, with their prices of course,
Lis nice to know the value of ones
tamps, but there are too many col-
tors who view this as the most
‘mportant thing. The collector should
ot look for the money value of his
mps in the hand-book, but learn
 much as possible about the inserip-
908 ete. on the stamp and for this,
*simple recording of the stamp is
Ot sullicient, but it must be taken up
"4llits peculiarities. Only then does
€ hand-book fulfil its mission when

it leads the collector to a more accur-
ate study of his treasures, when he
continually learns more secrets from
them and is lead to discoveries, which
always tend to keep up the interest
of the philatelist for his hobby.

What value does not a good hand-
book possess on the acquisition of a
new stamp. From itthe collector can
learn of the genuineness of the specis
men, and it frequently leads him to
discover that the stamp upon which
he had looked on account of its color
as an unknown issue, is nevertlieless
only a chemica! change or a falling
cff of the ground color.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

A PAINTING

We recently received from a
friend in Germany a reproduction of
a philatelic painting, the original of
which was dedicated to the 10th ani-
versary of the ““International Phila-
telisten Verein in Dresden, last year.

Itis a very humorous, well executed
painting. representing the ““I'riumph-
al March of Philately” which is led
by the sections of the society, fol-
lowed by the corresponding members,
a row of dealers, the German private
posts, nearing their death, the father
of philately Moens of Brussells, the
several philatelic papers, ete. It
must be seen to be appreciated. ‘
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THE B. H. P. S.

Regular meeting of the Black Hawk
Philatelic Society, held at the resi-
dence of Mr. Harms. August 24 1888,
and called to order at 8.10 P. M.

Seven members present with Mr,
Copp in the chair. On motion of
Mr. Case Messrs Copp, Harms and
Reimers were appoinied a comunittee
to look up members in Davenport and
Moline for the purpose of affecting a
tri-city organization.

Mr. Cleveland moved to amend the
motion by inserting that eacli member
consider himself a commitiee of one
for that purpose. The motion was
lost.

Mr. Cook’s offer to furnish 75 copies
of the LrrrLe CLippER, containing our
P. 8. of A. ticket, was accepted.

Ihe Librarian reported no new
papers. ‘I'he ‘I'reasurer reported fi-
nancially embarrassed. Mr. Brutt,
(Germany) was admitted to member-
ship. Under unfinished business the
Philatelic Society of America was
brought into discussion and Messrs.
Brutt, Copp and Harms signified their
willingness to join as soon as suitable
reports be heard from Secy. pro tem
Vonte. The Secretary was instructed
to notify him of our action.

The Secretary was instructed to
forward Mr. Bradt all necessary par-
ticulars for the insertion of the Black
Hawk’s name in his paper, PriLo’s
MonTHLY.

Mr. Cleaveland moved that a sub-

scription fund be collected for
the Library, 83.00 was pledged.

An informal discussion followed on
the philatelic topics of the day.

A number of amateur and philatelic
papers were auctioned off orsoldto
Mr. Harms, 15 cents, (which the
treasurcr tells me has not yet been

paid.)
Meeting adjourned at 9:45 P, N

THE A. P. A. CONVENTION.

The Third Annual Conventioy of
our National Association met at Bos.
ton, August 13th and continued for
three days. ‘I'here were about fifty
members present in person, snd 285
by proxy. it was a very sucessfyl
gahering in every 1espect, The re.
ports of the officers show very flatter.
ing results in the progress made dur-
ing the year, 330 new members having
been admitted making a total of 606
members in the Association.

The Treasurers’ report showed
$304 in the treasury. It was adopted
that the Secretary receive a salary of
$150 a year. 'The constitution was
mended up a little. St. Louis, the
Monday of fair week, 10 October, wss
chosen as the place and time for the
next convention. The Philatelic Ex-
hibition held in connection with the
convention was a grand success and
one of the finest of its kind it ever
held in America and some valuable
collections were exhibited.

The following are the officers elec:
ted for the next two years:

Pres. J. K. Tiffany.

V. Pres. W. C. VanDerlip.

Secretary. 8. B. Bradford.

Treasurer. H. B. Seagrave.

Int. Secretary. J. Rechert.

A stook company for the publ:
cation of philatelicliterature has been
formed in Toronto.

We desire to exchange regulsrly
with every philatelic and collectors
paper published. Send two copies
and we will do the same.
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EDITORIALS.

Herewith you receive another new
venture in the philatelic line. Look
the paper over carefully and if you
tink it worthy of your patronage
belp us along a little by sending us
vour subseription, contribution or
slvertisement. We will try Lo make
each number as interesting as possible
and there is one thing that we want
jou to understand, it will be pub-
lished regularly.

Is Mr. T. Watkins’ book of phil-
stelic poems out yet?

Tune CorLecTors LepGer for Au-

fust, contains the portrait of H. E.
Deats.

The contents of the August
“Curiosity WorLDp'’ are mostly made
Ip by Chicago talent,

~ Tne Reay issue of stamps is well
llustrated in the Augnst number of
el J. of A.

Send 10 cents and receive five
food varieties U. S. revenue stamp
d this paper for one year.

Parger's MoNTHLY comes to hand
regularly and generally contains
some goed bargains.

Let every dealer send us his
card for the dealers directory which
we start next issue. A twoline card
six months 15 cents, one year 25 cts.

Toe Puriwatevic Gazerte has
changed hands and will now be pub-
lished at Chicago by an incorporated
company.

Tue ToroNTo PAILATELIC JOURN-
AL combines its July and August
numbers. It exposes Miss. Jessie E.
Greene of Denton, Neb. as a fraud.

Every collector should send his
name and address, with size of his
collection to Geo. E. Pryor, No. 431
Lackawanna Avenue,Scranton Pa.

We have received several cata-
logues of anctionsales lately. They
seem to be of a frequent occurrence
now. Thats right, the more the bet-
ter.

Qur editor’s address after Sept.15
will be, E. Harms, Urbana 1ll., at
which place he attends college.

Exchanges will please address one
copy to him and one to L. K. Cleve-
land, Rock Island, Illinois.

Rock Island has the distinction of
having used the first engraved U. S.
Match Stamp. They were issued
from the Internal Revenue Bureau in
1862. They are now very rare it be-
ing thought that only five are in ex-
istence. All our efforts to find any
of these almost extinct revenues in
this city have been fruitless. Six
months ago one of them brought
$35.00 in Chicago, and we should
think they were very desirable at
£50.00 now, |
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INOTICE!=
TO COLLECTORS.

During summer months we have decided to sell all
our Stamps

AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES.

Collectors should send for our new Priee-List of
splendid Packets Free! ! Approval sheets sent to
reaponsible parties caly ! ! 33-3 per cent distount

Standard Stamp Company,

toco Hickory Street,
8t. LOUIS, " » b

WILCOX & TOWER,

—DEALERS IN—

UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN

Postage ® Stamps,

RIOM 313,
70 Btate 5t. CHICAGO.

All our Stamps ars guarantecd tu be genuine; none
others will be sold by us knowingly. Collections
bought and sold.  Bheets of Stamps on approval to
those furnishing good reference,

MO. _ cent discount.

@oins, Stamps, @UPiosi{ies,
32 page book 3 cents,

Tllinois Collectors desiring rare collections of slampy
please apply fui same,  Relerence required,

W. F. GREANY, 827 Brannan St San Francisco, Ca

MIT@HELL & @O,
356 Fulton St, Chicago.
MEMBER OF THE AMERIOAN STAMP DEALERS ASSOCIATION

100 Var. from Hawaii, Roumania, N. G. Confeder-
ation, Australia etc., 15 cts, Setot 3 Allen locals,
originals, 25 €15, Shee.s on approvai at 20 and 30 per
Goud relerence required or deposr,

CaNapiaN PosTAGE Sramp Company,
Dealers in
STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS,
P. 0. BOX 286.

TORONTO, CAMADA.

Stamps sent on_approval to reliable parties or o
cash deposit.  Price List on receipt of stamp.

United States and anada
REVENUES WANTED.

W.F.GREANY,

827 Brannan St. San Francisco, Cal,

E. B. STERLING,

Trenton, N. J.
UNITED STATES STAMPS

Of All Kinds

G6th. Edition Standard Postage
Stamp Catalogue.........25 Cts.

Same Bound in Cloth and In-

T L e R R S A $1.00
6th Edition Standard Revenue
Stamp Catalogue at...... 50 Cts.

E. B. STERLING,

102 E. State Br. Trenton, N 1.

In writing please mention this paper.

S{COLLECTORS. &=

The followiag will be sent Post-pald on raceipt of price.

1 Arrow Head S
6 " sl R w3t
CE T < M vr i ol to "
5 broken ¥ SRR oo ElE T R |
vSpearHead Giiciiivioseiisciieiid o '
& = R s R B ) $113
1 gircc BB POtEry Jacoviccdinmumdnret 15 cls,
rthneQuartz Pulnt  ......ocnvvmnrninnirnns 75

g pis " $1.00
1 War Point 20 cts

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED.
Collections Bought and Sold
Address G. U. DUER. Millersburg. (ihio.
SHEETS OF STAMPS
ENT ON APPROV AL,

A 1" Reference required.
Address

JOHN 8. BIXBY,

I35 West Main Street, Decatur |llinoss
SPECIA PRICES an BTAMP PHO 1031
embers A. P. A. and C. P. A. Wit




