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Chatty Notes.
BY THE EDITOR.

do not intend to bore my readers with an
1 feel that I
remarks with many thanks
who quote

wished me ever

exhaustive introduction, but

must open my

to those philatelists have, to

their own words, success

in my venture. To make this journal successful

without any subscription whatever, | must seek

support almost exclusively from the

|'|h|]&l!t|it

trade for advertisements, and to readers for

replying to advertisements and mentioning ** The
when doing so

Philatelie News'

| shall be greatly obhged to readers, at home

and abroad, who will send me chatty letters
relating to stamp matters, also cuttings from
newspapers. &c.  Thesc should be accompanied

by of

which theyv are taken.

the name and the date the paper from

This journal 1= intended 1o go to even
philatelist in the United Kingdom in due
course, but, should anyv stamp collector
not receive a copv each month, he should

at once send a postcard to the publisher, who

will send him a copy regularly.

I would also be glad to hear of any fraud
that may be perpetrated by unscrupulous stamp
collectors or dealers on the readers of ‘* The
Philatelic News ' or their friends, if 1 get proof
of this 1 shall do my utmost to expose them in

these columns.

GraTis AxD Post FREE.

I notice, with genuine regret., that one of our
journahists and editor of a
the

diverting

most able philatelic

very well-known stamp weekly, 1n most

of his his

notes from the paths of philately to such an

readable part journal, 1s
extent. that, 1n a recent issue, a column and a
half is devoted to the prices realised at auction
of coins and medals. As an old reader of this
hizh-class journal, I cannot sav how much [ was
disappointed 1o find most of one page filled with
of

matter of no carthly interest to the majority

philatelists.

[ am told that. when Congress meets again,
there will be an investigation into the abuse ot
the frankling svstem for letters by members of
the Congress, and the transmission through the
The United
States of America Post Office Department com-
plains that the frankling system cost that country
the enormous sum of £8509.000, and that this
was largely responsible for the deficit in the

mails of Departmental matter.

post office accounts,

An exhibition of paper making will be held by
the Junior Philatelic Society, in Clifford’s Inn
Hall. Fleet Street, London, E.C., on January 8th
and 9th On Friday, Jan. 8th, the exhibition
will be opened from 12-30 to 930 p.m.,
Saturday, January 9th, from 10-30 to 6-30 p.m.

and

)
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Collectors in the provinces, who were prevented
from wvisiting the LExhibition of Stamps of the
British Empire, held last March, at Caxton Hall,
Westminster, ought to look forward with great
Con-
gress, that will he held at Hulme Town lall
18th, 19th,
Hall

pleasure to the Exhibition and Philatche

Manchester. The date 1= fixed for

and 20th of February next. Hulme Town
1< Within easy access from all parts of the ey

The exhibits

Colonul stamps.

will include Foreign as well as
It will be open on Thur=day
at 380 pom.; on Friday, 10-30 a.m. : on Saturday

at 10-30 a.m., : and close at 10 p.m. each day.
Some time ago, the principal of a baarding
the “ Truth ™

plaining that a boy his

school wrote to editor of cum-

who boarded at ~chool

received an approval sheet of stamps from n
small firm of stamp dealers (who trade only
with approval =heets through *° Free Gifis

The principal did not allow his pumls to receive

approval sheets so he detained the =hect, and
wrote to the dealers in guestion asking them to
come for their stamps if they wanted them.
Later, the yvoung collector received a letter from
a debt collecting firm, in London, stating rhat
if the bov did not remit the amount of the value
of the ~heet (which 1 think was priced at a few
immediate would be raken

shillings) steps

again<t him. A case like this, published in a
non-philatehic journal, does a great deal of harm

to the welfare of our hobby.

Anaother value of the new United States series
This is the 1 ¢., which
with por-
The -2 ¢

villue 1= <aid 10 have been withdrawn because it

has made 1t appearance.
is is=ued in similar tvpe to the 2 ¢,
trait of Frankhn as centre-piece,
did not conform with the Pestal Union regulation,
“that the value of every stamp must be expressed
in figure=."" but the new value does not conform

with this regulation either.
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The Postage Stamps of Hong-Kong.

By ALBERT E. COUPE.

HIE. Kearesentative Colony of Hong and perforated 14, A few of the 4 cents stamps
) Konr consists of an asland  with were perforated 124,
Kowloon, a small strip of territors -

on the mainland. The sland 1selt

is situated at the mouth of Canton |
River, off the coast of Kwang Tung. China. and
i= about 11 miles long and from two to fve miles
wide, and has a rtotal arca of about 30 sguare
miles. The whole colony has an area of 400
square miles, and a population of 420,724,

18643-71 Wmk Crown C.C. Perf 14.

Before Hong Kong issued its own postage

stamps, the then current British <tamps were . 5
LUnused. Used

used in Hong Kong, these can anly he recognisen | .. ; ;
by their numbered cancellation.  This. [ behave, 2 cents, decp brown : = 40 1 3
. . i 4 cents, slate - - 2.0 ([ |
consisted of ** B 82. contained in a Black oval. 2 f
6 cents, hlac - - - 4 G 1 6
1862. The first issue of this colony's own | 6 cents, pale mauve - - R D 1 9
postage stamps took place in 1862,  These were ' 2 rents, orange . ; - % B n o
de<igned and engraved by Messrs. De La Rue | 12 cents, pale blue - - s T4 —
and Co., Ltd., and were printed by them on l 12 cents, blue - - - = BB n 7
unwatermarked paper.  The design consisted of | 18 cents, lilac - - - -7 0 1.0
a diademed head of Queen Vicioria, with profile | 24 cents, blue green - - — 1 6
to lefr, encased in a double lined frame in which 24 cents, vellow green =110 b 1 6
appeirs the name of the colony at the head and the 30 cents, vermilhion - - 51 D 1 B
valur at the foot. At the left hand side are | 30 cents, mauve - - - N 6 3
Chinese characters meaning ** Fragrant Har- | 4% cents, rose - - - - 10 0 - G
bour."” which 1= the native name for Hong Kong, | 96 cents, vellow brown - - — 25 0
and on the left are other characters signifving 86 cents, grey - - - -/ (1§ 3@
& Post Office ' and denoting value Variety Perf., 124,
| 4 cents, deep slate - - - — 20 0

: 1876. Owing to the fact that the authorities
[ thought that 16 cents and 28 cents values would
be more convenient than 18 cents and 30 cents
then used, it was decided to surcharge the
Iatter values with the former respectively, pend-
ing the arrival of the regular stamps of the new
values from England Later on im the same
1862 No Wmk Perf. 14 Vear, ITH‘ regular 16 .:r'm\ stamps n’rn\.‘ed .m
Haong Kong and replaced the provisional of that

Used value Wmk Crown C. C. Perforation 14

Unused.

2 cents, hrown - - - 6 0 4 0
S cents, vellow - - - A% 8 4 0
12 cents, blue - - . — 3 6
I8 cents, lilac - - . - 1276 3 6
24 cents, green - - - 25 0 4 6
48 cents, rose - - - - 50 0 10 0
i cents, deep grey - - = 850 18 0
1863-71. Seven values. Designs as before
but printed upon paper watermarked Crown C.C. 1876. Wmk. Crown C. C. Perf. 14,
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Unused, Used
IGv. an 1B ¢ hlac - = < 30 D T 6
SR ,opn 30 . mauve - - 18 8 3 6

183. Wmk. Crown C.C. Perf. 14.

L

Unused. Used

)$75.  Wmk.  Crown C. €. Perf. 14, ¥ cents, dull fose -~ - - L O P9,

O cents, wlttamaring - - T 8 08

Unused. Ulsed 1) cents, mauve - - - 110 n 9

48 cems, brown - - - 25 0 6 0

16 vents, vellow - - - 378 -

1882, \ further supply of the & cents and

1879-18380. Owink to a revision of the postal 10 cents stamps reached the colony in May, 1882,
rates, o cents and 10 vents stamps became and a few months later the 2 cents stanps were
NCCESSATs The authorities had the curient received.  All of these values were printed upon

12 cent lilae and 12 cont blue, surcharged 5 cent paper watermarked Crown C.A. - The colour of
anct 10 cent respectively.  Later the 16 cent and the 2 cents stamps was dull rose, but these were
24 cent= were each overprinted 10 cents. Several shartly replaced by stamps printed in bright rose.
of these provisionals are known with inverted <ur- In the following vear, the colour of the 10 cents
chacae was changed from mauve to green.  Several of
the 2 ceuts stamps are known perforated 12, but
the majority of this value and all the rest are

perforated 14,
1R32 Wmk Crown C.A, Perf. 14.

["nused. sed

2 cents, dull rose - - - 12 §

2 vent=, bright rose . - -0y 4 0 1
Jotents, ultramarine - - T8 [ 3
- . . 7t ) rents, auv - - = &1 .90 09
IRTUIRRN. Wmk Crown C C Perf, 14 1 * r:t :1:‘:0 “I G 0 9
[ ] =3 ven - s - ) -

4 = s . g x = 1) :
Unused. 1 sed ‘ M cents, blue green 120 0 an

Variety, Perf. 12,

GO, on B, orange - 17 B N n |
g N 4 n 2 cents, dull rose, - - - — ——

ar on I8 |l.‘]fl' las
1885. In Junc, 1885, following a revision of the

0 ¢ on 12 ¢, blue - S T 1 8 C
1V . bn 16 0 ‘vellow - Ba N 8 0 postal rates. a number of the 30 cents vermillion,
10 on M . green - 19 & 4 0 & cents brown, and 96 cents grey were printed

} LL

|
|
o e . " » i - » LS ] ' [ L0 .
Frror. inverted surcharge | Chese were surcharged ** 20 cnts, o cents,
|
|

and  one dallar,” respectively, and were printed
Doeoun B orange . z i = upon paper watermarked Crown C.A. and per-
e on 16 e, vellaw : = = ‘ forated 14

1880, Il Mav 1881 a -|I|J|.ih of the 2 cent
stamps was received in Hong Kong, these wer
printed v a dull rose instead of brown as
formerly paeid Later in the same vear. the
regular Jcents and 10 cents stamps were received
together with o cuaply of 48 cents, prainted in
rown instead of rose The=e were printed

upon paper watecimarked Crown C. C., and |- |
fovated 14, | 1885, Wmk. Crown C.A, [ert. 14,
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U nused. Used

20 c. on 30 c. vermillion - - 410 1 B
A ¢ on 48 ¢. brown - - B 0O 30
F1 on U6 . grey - - =12 0 o 1)
1891.  There was a change of colour in several

values during 1831, The 20 cents and 81 provi-
s1onals were all 1ssued in new colours, and the
) cents <stamps were printed in purple on red
paper instead of green a< formerly. and the 30
cents was in ogreen instead of mauve.  These
were all printed upon paper watermarked Crown
C.A. and perforated 14.

1891 Wmk, Crown C.A.  Perf. 14

.From Other Journals.

STAMP PRICES.

HE positton ta which commemorative
issues  and  remainder sales have
reduced face-values s clearly  illum-
ined by a recent and startling adver-
tisement of a well-known firm in the

Strand.  They offer thirty stamps in mint state
to a face-value of £3 8s. for a =olitary shilhing!
I-= it to be wondered at the evils we have men-
tioneed, plus official speculation. and sometimes
peculation. have engendered a feeling of uneasi-
ness in the breasts of our more nervous brethren ?
[t 1= true that just now all classe= of property are
rather cheapemng, but philately would seem to
have some permanent causes for depression.  In
the auction room we hear rumours of lessening
competition (although 1t 15 only fair 1o add that
the diminution i= guestioned by not a few regular
attendants and bidders), in the Press of mark-
ing=-down in the catalogues. Of course, for
the collector who is a collector and not a mere
<peculator, this is the moment to add to his
treasures. We hope that in the meantime the
<peculator may burn his fingers =omewhat.  The
tewer of this fraternmity there are i philarely 1he
hetter for the hobby.

Divectly the present depre=sion here amd in the

I nted  States SN WE May  expect
advances
politieal
thee tide of attention has
Pulgarna and Crete in particular seem

popalarity. and  the

passes
Already a= the recent
South-Eastern  Fuarope,
been directed o that

riesult o

happenings= 1n

uarter s
into  great
o displas

1y e ¢ -illlin}l

dealves' windows their 1:33ues more

promminently.

Unused, Used

1) cents, pdrple on red paper - 0 6 ey
20 ¢. on 30 ¢, dull green - = 30 _—
20 ¢, on 30 c. greyv green - = P b
30 cents, dull green - - = BB - ¥
30 cents, grey green - - o 2T 0 3
a0 ¢, on 48 c. violet - < s

{a) with brown gum - ~ %40
$1 on 96 ¢, purple on red paper 16 6 12 0

(To he continued).

The prices given are tho-e at which the stamps
mav he obtained (when 1n stock) from Mr. D.
Field, 4 and 5, The Roval Arcade, Old Bond
Street, Piceadilly, London, \W.

(n the ““ other side ' attention is sull being
devoted to the older South American stamps.
Chile long ago made good 115 claim to our atten-
nwon and =tudv. but the ecarlier issues of Brazil,
Peru, and the Argentine are too much neglected.

There are plenty of new fields for the conguest.
The collector who =eeks them out now will derive
all the advantages usually appertaining to the
pioneer when the present scarcity of money has
passed awav,—R.P.]., in ** The Exchange and
Mart," 1/1/09.

2,900,000,000 LETTERS,

Mr J. Henmiker Heaton, writing to the
STimes 7 advocating penny postage with Ger-
man<, and replving to questions as to the loss,
savs that in Great Britian and lreland last vear
2.900.000,000  Jetters were dealt with, and the
annual increase 1s 100,000,000 letters. To America
last vear we <ent only fifteen or eighteen million
lerters, ** a mere drop in the acean of letters dealt
with 10 the United Kingdom self ' To Germany
last vear we sent 12,000,000 letters,

*Compare this with the fact that Germany
dealt with 4.500.000,000 lerter< and Fngland with
2000000000 this vear.  Our foreign correspond-
<o small that v 3= not creditable to our
[Yasly  Dh=patch,” 31/12/08.

Pnee =
vivilisation " —'

LETTER POSTS,

The following extract (ran-lated from the
Italian! Trom the ** Portaforho Maltese ' of the
th of May, 1841, that =ome attention
was beimng drawn to postal matters in that year.

<haiw =

It 1= =a1d that Cyrus the Persian was the first

for ametitate @ letter post an his  Empire
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Augustus i> said to have heen the first to in-
troduce it in Europe: but in Japan and in China
it was still earlivr . and the Spanish, on arriving
at America, found posts in existence from Cuxo
and from Lima. Augustus, however, only
invented it to transmit with regularity and speed,
Governmen: despatches 1o the various parts of
his far-spread kingdom. In the middle ages,
the Pope and Charles the Great revived a postal
svstem for the <ame ohject Louis XI., by an
ordinance dated 1464, extended it more, but it
was only under Charles VIII. that the post was
used for commercial and  private purposes.
Ferdinand and Isabella, on taking Granada,
establshed post offices in their States, and in
England posts commenced under Edward IV, ;
it wa= only towards the middle of the seven-
teenth century that the post was regularh
administered in England and France. In May,
1630, there were created in France, postmasters
and letter carriers, hereditary offices, the sale of
which wa= the only thing to which the Govern-
ment paid any attention for the next forty-two
vears. In 1676, all the offices of the various

departments were brought under ane administra-
tion, and Louis NIV, let out the posts to Lazarus
Petit for 1200000 franc~, a price which regularly
increased later, till the ume of the Revolution,
when it produced for the treasury 12,000,000 a
vear.

The English Parliament established posts in
160, which produced 5250000 francs four yvears
later: in 1723, 5,040,000 5 110 1793, 15,175,000 francs,
and afrer that much more.  The local post, that
which serves the citv internally, was only estab-
lished at Paris in 1759, but in London it dated
from 1683. At Paris horses were used by Jetter
carriers, but in London the ommibuses carried
the postmen into the suburbs. At the post
offices of these two kingdons, in less than three
hours, 4,000 bags are opened cantaining from
thirty to thirtyv-six thousand letters. which are
at once sorted, charged, postmarked, and reads
for distribution, but 1t 1< done most quicklhy and
simply an England —laut. W, R, Gatr, in
“Gibbons' Stamp Weeklv,'®  26012/08,
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Post Free to any part of the world.
Whole Page - - - L (N TR
Half Page - - - B 12 6
Quarter Page - - - - 6 6
Per Inch - - - - - 2 8
Small Prepaid Advertisements

(24 words, no display) - - 6

All Communications must be sent to
BRAITHWAITE STREET, BLACKPOOL,

18,

\ JANTED to exchange, one or two Copies
of this journal with every other philatelic

journal published.

ANCHESTER City Stamp Exchange Club.—
B Reliable members wanted. No entrance
fee or subscription Nett prices,—Secretary,
Hugh Harrop, 17, Wesley Street, Hadfield, near
Manchester.

(;('J('lll l:nglnh Stamps and other Countries
given in exchange for 10 to 20 stamps of

Egvpt; answer guaranteed.—Harrold Calland,

[
F

] )lll_l.A'I‘l-'.l_l_C Literature.—Wanted, Parcels
from Brtish Colonies and abroad, also
early English; all kinds, especially before 1880, —

Vietor Marsh, 389, Brixton Road, London.

JHILATELIC Literature. The whole of
Moen’s Stock of Publications has been
purchased by Victor Marsh, 389, Brixton Road
London. Price list ready shortly. :

HILATELIC Literature.—Wanted, old Cata-
logues and Price Lists of any country
before 1880.—Victor Marsh, 389, Brixton Road
London. ;

DHILATELIC Literature—All kinds of new

~and old Pubhications, English and Foreign
suitable for stamp collectors and those fnrmi'nii‘
general or useful libraries, supplied on moderate
terms.—Victor Marsh, 389, Brixton Road, London

OR Sale, 1,000 Argentine Stamps; all current
d used: only one lot; Gd.—Albert L.
Coupe, 18, Braithwaite Street, North Shore
Blackpool. 3

9
-,

'|\., EMBERS of the Fvlde Stamp Exchange
A¥E  Club are requested to note that Albert
E. Coupe, owing to extreme pressure of business,
has handed over the management to Mr. S. P,
Walters, of 58, Osborne Road, Blackpool, S.S.,
where all communications relating to the Club
must be sent.  Thanking the members for their
kind support, and trustuing that the favour will
be extended 1o Mr. S. P. Walters

NOR 20 to 30 Stamps of any British Possession,

I will give equal value in Enghsh Stamps,

&c.—Clifford Hodgson, 7. Birley Street, Black-
pool.

NTAMPS exchanged with collectors in Briush
Possessions, including Egypt Also
stamps of South American Countries, &c.  Good
Enghsh stamps and others given in exchange.—
C. Hodgson, 30, Shaw Road, Blackpool, 5.5.,
England.

97, Church Street, Blackpool.

" TESTERN Counties Stamp Exchange Club.
Vacancies for a few more reliable mem-

hers Prices nett. Rules post free.—5Secretary,

William J. Hodges, Aldsworth Road, Cardiff,

ANSY Stamp Exchange Club has vacancies

for a few good buying and contributing

members. Packets now fully insured against

loss through P.O, Rules free from Secretary,

W. Wilson. " Beechwood,"” Wolviston, Stockton-
on-Tees.

T(HOLLECTION of 1,000; many good old
British Colomials; every stamp a fine copy
a bargain, 6d..—Particulars, H. Crabtree,

10. Moore Street, South Shore, Blackpool.

A PROCLAMATION!
Made this first day of January,

1909, whereby Silas P. Walters
heartily invites all active philate-
lists to join The Lancashire

Phiiatellc Exchange Club.

(Signed) SILAS P. WALTERS,
58, Oshorne Road, Blackpool, 5.5.

B e

TO ADVERTISERS.

Che Philatelic News

Offers exceptional facilities
for Advertisements, as it
goes to nearly every English-
speaking Stamp Collector in
the world, and the adver-
tisments rates are lower than
any other high-class phila-
telic journal published.

When writing to Advertisers please mention ** The Philatelic News."
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FIELD,

‘“ Noted for Bargains.”
4, and 5, The ROYAL ARCADE, OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W.

The West-End Philatelist

Edited by BerTram W, H. PooLt.

The Best and Brightest Magazine for all
Stamp Collectors.

Special Bargaine offered to Sub-
soribers only every month.

Subscription 1/6 per annum, post free.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT.
FIELD'S

SIMPLIFIED CATALOGUE

Of the Postage Stamps of the British Empire.

Price 1/-. Post Free 7/3.

This Catalogue lists all the «fiain or essential:
varieties of the Stamps of the British Empire, and
as the majority of these are priced it forms an
invaluable guide to the general collector.

Ask fo.r a Specimen Copy' 4 Nearly 1,000 Full-size [llustrations. "
Which will be sent you Gratis and post free. NOTED Write for a Copy to-day.
FOR
JusT PUBLISHED. BARGAINS SPECIAL OFFERS.
* MEANS MINT. Price

THE POSTAGE STAMPS

HONG KONG

By BerTrRam W. H. PooLE,

(Forming No. 1 of the * W.E.P.” Series of Philatelic
Handbooks).

Price 6d., Post Free 7d.

This is a handsome book of 48 large pages, fuil{ illustrateds
giving a complete and interesting account of these popular
stamps,

* Br:tlsh Central Africa, 1900, 1d., 4d., 6d.
(cat. 4/6) we @10

* British North Borneo, 1886-7, %, 1, 2, 4,
5, and 10 c. (cat. 5/9) :

* Cayman ls., 1905, 14d., 1d., 24d., 6d., 1/- 7
Russia, 1902-4, 1, 314, Tr. (cat. 5/2) 2
Federated Malay States, $1, 2, and 5,

postally used, Wmk. “C C" s 20", 1O

*Hong Kong, 1890, 20c. and 50c. (S G. Nos.
56 and 5) (cat. 8/6)

* Tobago, 1880, 1/-, “CC ™ (cat. b/-) A B

D
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