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From, a picture by H IS H O N O U R T H E  LATE JU DGE H U G H E 8, Q.C

Author of “  Tom Brown's School Days,"

Lowes Dickenson.

[This poem was written by “  Tom ’’ Hughes when he was at Oxford “  in humble imitation of T. R  Macaulay, Esq. T —to 
quote his manuscript. He purposely omits the name of his brother George ( . . . ) ,  who was one of the Oxford new. 
The Henley Cup was won by seven Oxford men, against eiylit Cambridge, June 24th, 1843. — E.o, C aptain .]

C h e e r , ch eer ! ye Oxford gownsmen, 
Loud let your voices be !

Wave, wave your scarfs, fair ladies,
Who love brave men to see !

And you, ye men of music,*
Your liveliest measure play,

For to-day our boat has conquered—  
The cup is won to-day !

Full brightly rose the morning 
O'er Henley’s cheerful town,

Full brightly on the river 
The King of I )ay looked down ; 

Though rarely now he gladdens,
That day he shone right plain,

To witness such a contest 
As he scarce shall see again.

Then blithely rose each gownsman 
And sought the river-side 

To see our gallant crew row down 
In all their strength and pride ;

Far other cheer, I trow, was there 
Ere noon, for then we knew'

That our captain on a sick-bed lay 
And the sad news was true.t

Then out and spake our rivals 
(A bitter word they spake)

“ No other man his place this day 
In your good boat shall take.”

And long and loud we murmur’d 
For then we thought foul shame, 

’Gainst odds so great as seven to eight 
T o  risk our rising fame.

But up and spake our captain,
“ From you 1 nothing ask,

T o get good wine from sour grapes 
I trow’s a hopeless task.

But you, my seven good men and true, 
Go, race them as you may.

And a right good crew their eight must be 
T o  beat my seven to-day.”

See ! see ! the seven are launching !
Now all who love fair play,

Ye Dons and Masters who have row’d 
Good races in your day ;

Ye Grads whose eager faces 
Line thickly either strand;

Ye ladies, whose bright eyes look down 
From the noble steward’s stand; l

Y e jolly Berkshire yeomen—
Good people one and all— ■

One cheer for them whose courage 
No chances can appal!

T ho’ it prove a hopeless contest, ’
As sadly nowr I fear,

For such good British courage 
Let’s give one hearty cheer.

Then spake a new-made Baccalere§
A  . . . man was he,

The steersman of the racing-boat 
O f University.

“  ’Twill be a noble struggle 
As e’er a man shall see,

But the true blue flag a head of them,
By two boats’ length shall be.

* "  Men of Music’1—the band from Windsor. f  Menzies, stroke of the Oxford boat, was taken ill just before the 
race, and could not pull. The Cambridge crew would allow no one to pull in his place. J The steward—Lord Camoys. 
§ " Baccalere"—a Bachelor o f Arts, ». e., who had just taken his degree.—[T. H.]





[This poem was written bv " T o m "  Hughes when he was at Oxford "  in humble imitation of T. B. Macaulay. F.sq.,"—to 
quote his manuscript. He purposely omits the name of his brother George ( . . . ), who was one of the Oxford crew.
The Henley Cup was won by seven Oxford men, against ei<jht Cambridge. June 24th, 1843.— F.d. C aptain .]
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Loud let your voices b e !

Wave, wave your scarfs, fair ladies, 
Who love brave men to see !
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In all their strength and pride;
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And the sad news was true.t

Then out and spake our rivals 
(A bitter word they spake)

“ No other man his place this day 
In your good boat shall take.”

And long and loud we murmur’d 
For then we thought foul shame, 

’Gainst odds so great as seven to eight 
T o risk our rising fame.

But up and spake our captain,
“ From you I nothing ask,

T o  get good wine from sour grapes 
I trow’s a hopeless task.

But you, my seven good men and true, 
Go, race them as you may.

And a right good crew' their eight must be 
T o  beat my seven to-day.”

See ! see ! the seven are launching !
Now all who love fair play,

Y e Dons and Masters who have row’d 
Good races in your day ;

Y e Grads whose eager faces 
Line thickly either strand;

Ye ladies, whose bright eyes look down 
From the noble steward’s stand; J
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Good people one and all— - 

One cheer for them whose courage 
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T ho’ it prove a hopeless contest, ‘
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For such good British courage 
Let’s give one hearty cheer.

Then spake a new-made Baccalere§
A  . . . man was he,

T he steersman of the racing-boat 
O f University.

“ ’Twill be a noble struggle 
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But the true blue flag a-head of them,
By two boats’ length shall be.

* "  Men of M usic"—the band from Windsor. + Menzies, stroke of the Oxford boat, was taken ill just before the 
race, and could not pull. The Cambridge crew would allow no one to pull in his place. J The steward— Lord Camoys. 
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A LAY OF BOAT RACING. o

« The backs that bend together,
The steady stroke and long,

Now lively on the feather,
Now through the water strong ;

The wind that lasts for ever,
The pluck that never dies,

Will last them through the struggle 
And bear away the prize.”

Hark ! ’Tis the starting signal,
Whose echoes roll along,

Now, gentles, are you ready?
“ O f f  ! ” Steady, men, but strong !

See where the crowd comes rolling, 
With a deep and deafening roar—  

The boats, midway, right bravely 
Are striving, oar to oar.

Within a darken’d chamber,
Wrapped in his tartan plaid,

Fevered in mind and body,
Our captain brave is laid.

T o keep him from the river
They’ve ranged stout waiters four, 

And they’ve barred the windows firmly, 
And firmly locked the door.

But hark ! T o  that still chamber 
The shouts now faintly rise,

And louder yet and louder—
“  They near the bridge ! ” he cries.

“  Oh, for a moment’s freedom,
T o lick those waiters four ! ”

But stay, a step is on the stair,
A  hand is on the door.

“  Hurrah ! The race is over,
Our boat has won the day ! ”

Then blithely smiled our captain,
When thus he heard them say,

And calmly on his pillow
H e laid him down once more,

And, in his joy, forgot his wrath 
Against those waiters four.

Upon the bridge I stood me,
On rolled the mighty throng 

That bare with shouts of triumph 
Our gallant crew along.

But as I turned to follow 
A  voice was in my ear,

I knew it— ’twas the . . . man,
That new-made Baccalere.

“ Now spake I not quite truly?
Through life the same you’ll see—  

Courage and temper win the day, 
Whate’er the race may be.

And may all who snarl and squabble,
To gain advantage mean,

Get just as sound a thrashing,
To help digest their spleen.”

Now fill the cup ; drink, all true men,
As you dip. your noses in,*

A  fair field and no favour, *
And may the best man win.

May boating ever flourish,
And may its annals tell 

O f crews as good as ours that day,
And races rowed as well.

And while Old Thames rolls onward 
His waters to the main,

May crews as good at Henley 
The challenge cup still gain.

As our good oarsmen were that day,
So may they ever be,

Such races may there oft be rowed 
And I be there to see.

And in the nights o f winter,
When Tom ’s old clock is down,+

And proctors and policemen 
Patrol the sleeping town.

When the porter dons his night-cap, 
When the scouts no more we see, 

When at Christ Church men eat suppers 
And at Oriel men drink tea.

While the freshest eggs are boiling,
When the longest pipe is lit,

When jokes are cut on nothing,
And laughter counts for wit,

The happy men who saw it 
Oft shall the story tell 

O f the seven good men at Henley 
Who pulled the boat so well.

Now for his name whose verses 
These noble deeds do tell,

He pulleth in the racing-boat 
O f Little Oriel.*

He saw the race, and told the tale,
And was bored a precious time,

’Till for his saucy sister 
He put it into rhyme.

* * D ip your noses in."—From the peculiar form of the prize cup. it is necessary to immerse one’s face before one 
can get at the contents. f  The Bell yclept "T o m "  ringeth at Oxford to call men to their colleges. J “  Little Oriel " — 
fhe men on the bank at Oxford persist in catling our boat Little Oriel, although we are the heavies crew on the river.—[ f .  H.]



I t  has been truly said that there is nothing 
new under the sun, and this trite old adage is 
singularly appropriate in regard to the art of 
rowing. In the dawn of civilisation the ancients 
not only practised the art as a pastime, but its 
u se fu ln e ss  soon  be
came apparent; for it 
is well known that at 
certain epochs of the 
world’s history rowing 
has played a prominent 
part in the destinies of 
those countries which 
have so materially con
tributed to the progress 
of mankind. It is, how
ever, a remarkable fact 
that, notwithstanding 
the proficiency they 
attained in the art, the 
records of their suc
cesses are so scanty; 
but it is interesting to 
recall the circumstance 
that not only were the 
Phoenician letters of 
civilisation to Greece 
taken in boats propelled 
by oars, but that it was 
also by the same means 
that the Hellenic fleet 
proceeded to Troy, and 
further, that rowing at one time occupied the 
foremost place among those athletics which 
contributed to the glory of Athens. In the 
“ Journal of Hellenic Studies,” Dr. Gardner 
has shown that boat racing was common among

the G reeks; while the art of rowing was also 
familiar to the ancient Britons, Saxons, Danes 
and Norwegians ; and, as time went on, the 
highest nobles in the land warmly patronised 
what eventually became to be regarded as a

form of sport.
The first authentic 

record of boat racing 
in this country was in 
connection with the 
establishment of the 
coat and badge, insti
tuted in 17 15, in honour 
o f the House of Han
over, by the comedian, 
Thomas Doggett, “  to 
commemorate the anni
versary of King George
I.’s happy accession to 
the throne of Great 
Britain ” —  a contest 
which has ever since 
been held annually on 
the Thames. From 
that time forward, boat 
racing grew in public 
favour, as is evidenced 
by the establishment 
of regattas and public 
school competitions. 
Nearly ninety years 
have elapsed since the 

universities issued challenges to one another, 
although there were college boats on the river 
for some time previously. The records o f the 
Oxford and Cambridge bumping races are very 
incomplete, but it is generally agreed that the

Photograph by Qeorge Newnet, Ltd.
*

MR. GEORGE 9IM8*
Builder of the Oxford and Cambridge Boats.



THE ’VARSITY BOAT RACE. 7

first contest took place at Oxford in 1815, when 
Brasenose was “ head of the river,” and Jesus 
iheir chief opponent. These competitions did not, 
however, excite much attention, except among 
the undergraduates. Things remained in this 
condition until 1829, when the Cambridge U ni
versity Boating Club was founded. In February 
of that year, at a meeting o f the committee, the 
president, Mr. \V. Snow, of St. John’s, was 
authorised to write to an old friend and oars
man with whom he had rowed at Eton— Mr. T. 
Staniforth, of Christ Church— challenging the 
Oxonians to an eight-oared race against a re
presentative Cambridge crew. This challenge, 
being at once accepted, was the fans et origo of 
a contest which was subsequently destined not 
only to arouse the enthusiasm of all classes of 
the community, but to engender a healthier 
m o r a l  t o n e , 
which eventu
ally had most 
b e n e fic ia l re
sults on the 
n a tio n a l life .
T h e r e  h a s  
never been the 
shadow of a 
suspicion in re
gard to any im
proper practices 
being resorted 
to in the con
duct o f  the 
race, and it is a 
remarkable fact 
that many of 
England’s most 
illustrious per
sonages during 
the last half
century were at 
one time “ rowing Blues.”

The first race took place from Hambledon 
Lock to Henley Bridge on the evening of 
Wednesday, June 10th, 1829, the distance 
being about two and a-quarter miles. The 
boats were in-rigged, wall-sided gigs— unsightly 
to the eye, and hard to pull. The contest 
seems to have attracted .considerable attention, 
for it was estimated that over twenty thousand 
people were assembled on the riverside, and 
various amusements were organised for the 
delectation of the crowds prior to the race. 
After a foul, which necessitated a fresh start 
being made, Oxford won by nearly six lengths. 
It would be impossible in the course of one 
article to discuss in detail the various races 
which have since taken place. Suffice it to 
say that it was not until 1836 that the repre

sentatives of the universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge competed again, and that the con
tests took place at intervals, with varying 
success, until 1856, since which time they 
have been held annually. It may be men
tioned that the earlier races were rowed from 
Westminster to Putney, then from Mortlake to 
Putney, and afterwards from Putney to Mort
lake j but in 1864 the last-named course was 
definitely selected, and it has not since been 
changed. Up to  the present there have been 
fifty-six contests, of which Oxford has won 
thirty-two, Cambridge twenty-three, while one 
—  that in 1877 —  resulted in a dead heat. 
In 1859, owing to the rough watt#, the Cam
bridge boat sank, and Oxford rowed over the 
remainder of the course alone.

In the early ’forties public interest in the race
seemed to flag, 
for, a lth o u g h  
there were fairly 
large crowds on 
the bridges a
long the line of 
route, there was 
no enthusiasm 
a m o n g  t h e  
general public, 
except sporting 
men —  in fact, 
rowing fora time 
seemed to have 
g o n e  out o f  
fashion. But 
the im p ro ve
m ents in the 
boats w h ich  
were gradually 
i n t r o d u c e d  
caused the tide 
o f  p o p u l a r  

favour to again turn, and each year the “ battle 
of the oar” was looked forward to with in
creasing eagerness, until it now occupies the 
foremost place in athletic competitions. As 
showing the widespread interest which, at the 
present day, is taken in the contest, it may be 
pointed out that it has been estimated that 
more people assemble annually on the banks 
of the river between Putney and Mortlake than 
visit Epsom Downs on the occasion of the great 
classic race— the Derby.

One of the most important changes in the 
character of the boats took place in the year 
1846, when, for the first time, the old gigs were 
discarded, and the out-riggers, as perfected by 
the late Mr. H. Clasper of Newcastle, were 
introduced. The boats, too, at this time began 
to assume a better shape, although for some
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time afterwards, comparing them with those at 
present in use, they were clumsy and heavy. 
The competition among the boat-builders be
came increasingly keen, when it was recognised 
that the rowlocks were out of date, and that to 
produce a “ fast” boat it was necessary to decrease 
the width and depth as much as possible, 
in order that there should be little resistance 
offered to the water. At length the keel was 
dispensed with, and the riggers, which at first 
were only about 8ins. long, were gradually 
lengthened. The development in the science 
of construction now became more rapid, and 
the symmetry of the craft was regarded as 
an important factor. Modern rounded oars 
and sliding seats were eventually introduced.

Despite the immense interest which is taken 
in the ’varsity race, it is remarkable how little 
the general public know of the manner in which 
the boats are constructed. This is chiefly due 
to the fact that there are*in this country com
paratively few builders of racing craft, and that, 
as a general rule, they decline to give the slight
est information as to the way in which the work 
is carried out. But a short time ago I suc
ceeded, on behalf of T h e  C a p t a in , in inter
viewing Mr. W. Sims, a member of the firm of 
Messrs. G. Sims & Sons, of March’s Place, 
Putney, who last year built the boat for the

Cambridge crew. It will be remembered that 
in nine consecutive contests —  from 1890 to 
1898— the Light Blues had suffered defeat, but 
last year they were steered to victory, the result 
being that Messrs. Sims are building both boats 
for the present race. The length of each of 
these boats is 63ft., and 23ms. on the beam. 
The depth forward is 6£ins., and 5^ins. at the 
stern, it being a speciality of the firm to have 
the boat slightly deeper fore than aft. T he 
beam width is carried well forward, so as to 
afford as much comfort as possible to the crew. 
Each boat costs between ^ 5 0  and ^?6o, and 
the method of construction is as follows :—

The side-lines are first placed parallel on the 
bench. These are narrow strips of pine, and 
they may be said to form one half of the basis 
of the framework, the keel - line, or, as it is 
sometimes called, the backbone— a similar long 
piece of pine— being the other half. The ribs 
of sycamore are cut out of “ the solid,” and two 
of them placed end to end form a semi-circle—  
the shape of the boat. One end of each rib is 
fastened to the side-line, and the other to the 
backbone, and after several pairs have been 
fixed in various parts, so as to keep the frame
work in position, the workmen, of whom there 
are generally four, proceed to fill in the remain
ing ribs. These are arranged about a foot apart,
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the total number used being 112— fifty-six on 
each  side. This is one of the most important 
operations in connection with the work of con
duction, for great care has to be taken to keep 
the keel-line perfectly straight, as the slightest 
deviation would tend to lessen the speed. The 
boat in its skeleton form, as will be-seen from 
the accompanying illustration, has a remarkable 
appearance, and shows the great amount of 
work which has to be done, the large number 
of pieces of wood used, and the frail character 
of the whole of the structure.

After the foundation on which the seats rest 
has been fixed— there are eight seats for the 
oarsmen and one for the cox— the “ skin ” of 
the boat is put on. This is composed of cedar 
about 3-i6ths of an inch in thickness, which has 
previously been planed. The width of each 
strake corresponds exactly to one side of the 
craft— that is, the distance between the side-line 
and the backbone ; but, owing to the impossi
bility of getting one piece to go the whole length 
on account of the boat tapering to a point at the 
ends, three joints are made on each side, and 
the various pieces are fastened together by 
means of fine copper nails. In order to bend 
the “  skin ” to take the form of the curved ribs, 
hot water is used. The boat is carefully scraped 
and made smooth, and then turned over on its 
keel so that it may be covered fore and aft with 
canvas, which is afterwards varnished to resist 
the water.

The sliding seat next demands attention, and 
in this connection it may be mentioned that, 
although its value is now universally recognised, 
it was only in 1873 that it came into use. It 
was invented by an American oarsman in 1857, 
but it took him thirteen years to master the 
principles sufficiently to discover how much was 
gained mechanically or physically. The sliding 
seat, as is well known, works backward and 
forward according to the movements of the 
oarsman. It moves to and fro on rollers 
made of steel, wood, or brass, and in the 
case of racing craft travels over a distance 
of about i6ins. After these seats have been 
carefully adjusted and fixed, the riggers are 
placed in position, the side linimgs having 
previously been strengthened to support them. 
These riggers are made of the best steel tubing, 
similar to that which is used in the construc
tion of bicycles. The average length from the 
centre of the sliding seat to the thowl of the 
rigger is 2ft. 7ms. To the keel is affixed a fin 
and countervale to counteract the effect of the 
wind at the stern. When the stretchers and 
straps for the feet— the necessary concomitants 
of the sliding seats— have been fastened, the 
boat is varnished, and, the rudder having been 
attached to the craft, the latter is then ready for 
the race. The boats are approximately the 
same, only a very slight variation being made 
on account of the difference in the weight of 
the respective crews. The total weight of each

Vol. iii.—2
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“ ship” when completed is about 24olbs. The 
oars, the making of which is a special trade in 
itself, are usually obtained from “ rough,” or 
“  aylin.” For further particulars see page 71. 
The blades of each set are painted respectively 
light and dark blue.

As new boats are built every year, what 
becomes of the old ones? This is a question 
which is frequently asked. The boats, after 
each year’s race, are taken back to the univer
sity towns and are used for training purposes. 
When they become too numerous they are sold 
to various colleges and large public schools. 
There is a good demand for these shells, and, 
as a consequence, they are difficult to obtain. 
For several months prior to the annual contest, 
the men are carefully trained upon their respec
tive home waters, and a number of likely candi
dates are selected, and 
their qualifications put to 
a  rigorous test. These 
men are e v e n tu a lly  
brought to the Thames to 
undergo their final coach
ing after the crews are 
chosen, and there is in- 
varrab.ly an od d, or 
“  spare ” man, as he ts 
termed, in case of illness.
Their trials at first take 
place in the previous year’s 
boats, and towards the 
close of the training the 
new ones are called into 
requisition. It does not, 
however, necessarily fol

low that the latter will be 
used in the race, for in
stances are on record 
showing that the new 
boats have been discarded 
for the old ones, either 
because of some defect 
in construction, or because 
they were not in all res
pects suited to the require
ments of the crews.

The Oxonians take up 
their quarters at the 
London - Rowing Club 
boat - house, while the 
Cantabs proceed to that 
belonging to the Leander 
Club, both of which ad
join. The representatives 
of each university, for 
several days before the 
great race, have “ dusts 
up ” with scratch crews of 

the Thames, Leander, or London, and as a 
record is carefully taken of each trial by experts, 
it follows a natura rei, that either the Light or 
Dark Blues become favourites. The practice of 
the crews creates considerable interest, and 
large numbers of people witness it from day to 
day. So great is the interest manifested in the 
final contest that special trains are run from all 
parts of the country; and the banks of the river, 
from one end of the course to the other— a dis
tance ofover four 
anda-half miles—  
are crowded with 
enthusiasticsight- 
seers for several 
hours before the 
great race is timed 
to take place.

George Newne*, Ltd.
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CH APTER I.

LOVE AND DUTY.

T h e  shadow of war lay like a black cloud over 
the southern portion of the great African con
tinent. There was both depression and elation at 
Johannesburg at the prospect of the war— perhaps 
equally divided ; but among those who regarded 
the future with unmixed feelings of delight were 
two brothers, Geoff and Bernard (generally known 
as “ Bunny ”) Bigby, aged respectively twenty and 
eighteen. Of these, Geoff was at this time quite 
an old stager in the Boer country, having left his 
English school four years since in order to join 
his father, who had lived in and helped to create 
Johannesburg almost from the first moment of its 
uprising from the wonderful gold-earth upon 
which it stands. His children had been born at 
Cape Town, but Mr. Bigby had moved with his 
family to the goldfields, foreseeing profitable 
employment there. He was an engineer of some 
standing, and had done well in the country of his 
adoption, so well, indeed, that he had judged it to 
be the wisest and best thing he could do for both 
Geoff and Bernard to allow them to follow his 
example and make their; career— if they could— in 
the rdace which had proved a profitable residence 
for himself.

Thus Geoff— the elder of the two brothers— had 
already lived in Johannesburg four years, while 
Bunny, having remained at Cubberly School for 
two years after the departure of his brother, left 
that educational centre for South Africa about 
two years since.

By a strange concatenation, of circumstance it 
fell out that a school-fellow of theirs—another 
Cubberly boy— had drifted to the golden city as 
well as Geoff and Bunny Bigby. This was one 
Guy Bunsen, Geoff’s opponent in the Cubberly 
days in many a classical encounter behind the 
fives courts.

Bunsen had come to Johannesburg but recently, 
scarcely a year before this time, and had certainly 
not done so for the pleasure of meeting his old 
friend, or enemy, there; as a matter of fact, he 
hated the Bigbys with all his soul. He had failed 
in his efforts to pass those examinations, military 
or other, for which he had been specially trained ; 
after which he tried indigo-planting in India for 
a short while, but had reappeared at nis father’s 
house quite unexi*ectedly scarcely a year after his 
departure under mysterious circumstances — in
cluding something more than a misunderstanding 
with his employers— which were never fully ex
plained. After this misfire he had “ sampled,” as 
lie called it, mercantile work in the city of
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“  ship ” when completed is about 24olbs. The 
■ oars, the making of which is a special trade in 
itself, are usually obtained from “ rough,” or 
“  aylin.” For further particulars see page 71. 
The blades of each set are painted respectively 
light and dark blue.

As new boats are built every year, what 
becomes of the old ones ? This is a question 
which is frequently asked. The boats, after 
each year’s race, are taken back to the univer
sity towns and are used for training purposes. 
When they become too numerous they are sold 
to various colleges and large public schools. 
There is a good demand for these shells, and, 
as a consequence, they are difficult to obtain. 
For several months prior to the annual contest, 
the men are carefully trained upon their respec
tive home waters, and a number of likely candi
dates are selected, and 
their qualifications put to 
a  rigorous test. These 
men are e v e n tu a lly  
brought to the Thames to 
undergo their final coach
ing after the crews are 
chosen, and • there is in- 
varia-b.ly an odd, or 
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termed, in case of illness.
Their trials at first take 
place in the previous year’s 
boats, and towards the 
close of the training the 
new ones are called into 
requisition. It does not, 
however, necessarily fol

low that the latter will be 
used in the race, for in
stances are on record 
showing that the new 
boats have been discarded 
for the old ones, either 
because of some defect 
in construction, or because 
they were not in all res
pects suited to the require
ments of the crews.

The Oxonians take up 
their quarters at the 
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boat - house, while the 
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belonging to the Leander 
Club, both of which ad
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of each university, for 
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large numbers of people witness it from day to 
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CH APTER I.

LOVE AND DUTY.

T he  shadow of war lay like a black cloud over 
the southern portion of the great African con
tinent. There was both depression and elation at 
Johannesburg at the prospect of the war— perhaps 
equally divided ; but among those who regarded 
the future with unmixed feelings of delight were 
two brothers, Geoff and Bernard (generally known 
as “ Bunny ”) Bigby, aged respectively twenty and 
eighteen. Of these, Geoff was at this time quite 
an old stager in the Boer country, having left his 
English school four years since in order to join 
his father, who had lived in and helped to create 
Johannesburg almost from the first moment of its 
uprising from the wonderful gold-earth upon 
which it stands. His children had been born at 
Cape Town, but Mr. Bigby had moved with his 
family to the goldfields, foreseeing profitable 
employment there. He was an engineer of some 
standing, and had done wel 1 in the country of hts 
adoption, so well, indeed, that he had judged it to 
be the wisest and best thing he could do for both 
Geoff and Bernard to allow them to follow his 
example and make thein career— if they could— in 
the place w'kicli had proved a profitable residence 
for himself.

Thus Geoff— the elder of the two brothers— had 
already lived in Johannesburg four years, while 
Bunny, having remained at Cubberly School for 
two years after the departure of his brother, left 
that educational centre for South. Africa about 
two years since. .

By a strange concatenation. of circumstance it 
fell out that a school-fellow of theirs—another 
Cubberly boy— had drifted to the golden city as 
well as Geoff and Bunny Bigby. This was one 
Guy Bunsen, Geoff’s opponent in the Cubberly 
days in many a classical encounter behind the 
fives courts.

Bunsen had come to Johannesburg but. recently, 
scarcely a year before this time, and hud certainly 
not done so for the pleasure of meeting his old 
friend, or enemy, there; as a matter of fact, he 
hated the Bigbvs with all his soul. He had failed 
in his efforts to pass those examinations, military 
or other, for which he had been specially trained ; 
after which he tried indigo-planting in India for 
a short while, but had reappeared at his father’s 
house quite unexpectedly scarcely a year after his 
departure under mysterious circumstances — in
cluding something more than a misunderstanding 
with his employers— which were never fully ex
plained. After this misfire he had “ sampled,” as 
he called it, mercantile work in the city of
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London, but had soon dropped i t ; he had then 
attempted to learn farming with an enterprising 
farmer who advertised for pupils, but had not 
stayed long in his Wiltshire home, where, it is 
believed, his departure was a distinct relief to 
those who had for a time been his companions. 
Finally, he had come to Johannesburg “ to find 
employment,” and here— since his father wisely 
refused to keep him longer in idleness— he was 
obliged to work for a living, though he would 
have greatly preferred to find it without working 
—and was employed as a clerk in one of the 
banks at a salary just about 'sufficient to keep 
body and soul together.

War was not yet declared, though everyone 
knew that the declaration could not now be long 
delayed. Many of the English inhabitants of 
Johannesburg had already made the necessary 
arrangements and departed. The elder Mr, Bigby 
was away at Kimberley on business, but his wife 
and sons had received their instructions to remain, 
if possible, until the last moment; for Mr. Bigby 
was an optimist, and though he believed that war

Geoff had little doubt that within a few days it 
would become necessary for him to lock up every
thing lock-upable here, and take his departure, 
together with his mother and Bunny, for the 
South.

“ And then, h e y ! for a look in against the 
rascals !” said Bunny, joyously. “ Jove, Geoff, 
we’ve something to wipe off, eh ? My fingers itch 
to punch a few Boer heads —  the beggars grow 
more impudent every day. I can scarcely keep 
my hands off them ! ”

“ Yes, it will be fine,” said Geoff, “ and yet— 
Geoff did not finish his sentence. The fact was 
that, now his departure had become so imminent, 
Geoff had realised that there were circumstances, 
or rather a circumstance, which would throw a 
shadow over the otherwise unclouded prospect of 
delight which the approaching war seemed to 
offer.

The “ circumstance” in question was nothing 
less than a very charming girl, so charming— in 
spite of the fact that she was a Boer girl— that he 
must not altogether be blamed for his unfortunate

MY FINGEKB ITCH TO PUNCH A FE W  BO ER H EADS.”

would necessarily, in the end, greatly improve the 
status of English residents in the Transvaal— 
“ Uitlanders ” or “ Outlanders,” as the Boers 
called them— he still hoped that so serious a step 
might somehow be avoided.

But the outlook grew blacker and blacker, and

frame of mind. This was the daughter of a rich 
Dutch banker— a very highly-resected burgher, 
and member of the Hand or Council of State. 
If Geoff had not been faced by the sudden 
necessity of leaving the town, it is jjossihle that 
he would not have become aware just yet that
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lie was in love; but the prospect of imminent 
separation opened his eyes to the lamentable fact.

It was, therefore, with a somewhat heavy heart 
that he turned his steps one afternoon, shortly 
before the declaration of war, towards the house 
of Burgher van Krygkraft, the father of the fair 
Vesta van Krygkraft. He had determined, since 
this was the last time he would see her, or nearly 
the last, to say something which would at least 
reveal to her the state of affairs at present 
existing within his bosom. Vesta was alone in 
the drawing room. She looked pleased when he 
entered, which was encouraging.

“ I ’ve come to say good-bye, Vesta,” said Geoff. 
“ I'm afraid it’s all up— we shall have to go —my 
mother and we.”

“ Yes,” said Vesta ; “ I think there will be w ar; 
it is God’s will,”

“ When it is over you will hate all things 
English,” continued Geoff; “ and that will be a 
great calamity.”

“ But why should that b e?” said Vesta. “ My 
father, as you know, is a good friend of the 
English ; if it depended upon my father there 
would be no war. I  shall not hate that which 
is English any more afterwards than now.”

“ I am glad of that,” said Gecff faintly, “ because
I -----” he paused, unable to finish what he wished
to say, which was something to the effect that he 
would like Vesta to remember him rather particu
larly when he was away.

“ And you intend to volunteer, and will fight 
against my people?” sighed Vesta. “ It is very 
sad ! I  suppose I ought to wish you ill ; but, 
on the contrary, I  say, God keep you from all 
harm !”

“ Thank you,” said Geoff. “ Of course, I shall 
volunteer— I should be a cad if I didn’t do th a t; 
since England is fighting for us Outlanders and 
our rights, it is the least we can do to lend a 
hand.”

“ That is true —  I am not so narrow-minded 
that I do not see it,” said Vesta ; “ you are right
to side with your own country. I-----1 shouldn’t
like to think you had not done so. There is Mr. 
Bunsen, too,” continued V esta; “ I suppose he 
" i l l  go also, to fight for his country. My father 
must find a  new clerk,” she added laughing; 
“ unless the bank is closed during the war.”

“ He may leave Johannesburg, but I bet he 
won’t fight more than lie can help,” said Geoff 
bitterly; “ it would not be like him.”

In the midst of their conversation the last 
subject of it was suddenly shown into the room 
— Mr. Guy Bunsen.

Guy’s manner towards Vesta greatly infuriated 
Geoff at all times. He chose to assume the air 
of having a private understanding with her, and 
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when he was present in Vesta’s company, Geoff 
had some difficulty in keeping his hands off his 
old enemy, though they had never actually 
quarrelled since they met, after four years, in 
Johannesburg. Geoff had quite forgotten that 
they had been deadly foes at Cubberly, and it 
would certainly appear that Bunsen had forgotten 
it also, though at the time he had vowed more 
than once that he would have his revenge one 
day, sooner or later, for the many lickings he had 
suffered at Geoff’s hands behind the fives courts.

This afternoon, since Guy had interrupted what 
would probably be his last interview with Vesta, 
and one, too, which he had intended to make 
a tender and memorable one for both, Geoff was 
not inclined to be extra civil to the other, though 
up to now he had never erred on the side of 
incivility. <

“ We were talking of the war, Bunsen,” said 
Geoff. “ We shall volunteer—both Bunny and I—  
and my brother Hugh’s coming over from Sydney 
to join us at Durban ; you’d make a good mark 
for the Boer bullets, you’d better join, too ! ” 

“ Pooh ! I bet you’ll not get taken.on,” said 
Bunsen ; “ they want soldiers, not amateurs.” 

“ There’s one thing pretty certain,” retorted 
Geoff, “ and that is that you won’t fight in any 
case, because you’ll be too jolly careful of your 
skin to risk it.”

“ Maybe I shall be quite as ready to serve the 
Queen as those who talk loudest about volun
teering, knowing that there’s no chance of their 
getting taken at their word,” Guy sneered.

“ Oh, come, Bunsen, you usen’t to be so con
foundedly conspicuous for your valour at Cub
berly,\ retorted Geoff, laughing. “ You may 
have forgotten that we were at school together, 
and that I "saw something of your ways there.”
- “ Oh, no,* I haven’t forgotten,” said Bunsen, 
glancing at Geoff with eyes that looked green 
and curious ; “  I  have a very good memory.”

“ You usen’t to like fighting much then,” con
tinued Geoff, who was growing angrier and more 
inclined to be rude as the conversation proceeded. 
“ Now, I’ll tell you what I ’ve been thinking 
you’ll do when war’s declared, and you take the 
hint like a wise man and do i t : sham ill and 
stay in Johannesburg ; old Paul won’t turn out 
a sick man. He’ll keep his eye on you, though, 
remember that, and hang you if he suspects you 
of staying behind to act the spy.”

Bunsen laughed unpleasantly.
“ You’re uncommonly funny and witty to-day, 

Bigby,” he said, “ isn’t he, Vesta? Vesta and I 
were talking about you the other day, and we 
agreed that you had about as good an opinion of 
yourself as any chap your size and weight under 
the sun, didn’t we, Veata i ”
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“ That wasn't it at all,” said Vesta, flushing; 
“ we said— at least, I  said— that you had plenty 
of self-reliance, Geoff; but I didn’t mean it as 
Mr. Bunsen says. I think I said I liked self- 
reliance— at any rate, I  do.”

“ Thanks, Vesta,” said Geoff, gratefully; “ I 
daresay I have too good an opinion of myself, 
but I can’t help thinking the authorities wouldn’t 
refuse the services of two fellows like Bunny 
and me, who know the country and the language, 
and who can shoot and 
ride pretty well besides, 
just because we haven’t 
been drilled in some 
regim en ta l b a r r a c k  
yard.”

Vesta’s eye  passed 
from the long and gawky 
fig u re  of B u n sen  to 
Geoff’s well - knit and 
sturdy frame, lingering 
on the latter, and ending 
with a kindly look in 
Geoff’s eyes which was 
ample indication to him 
that Bunsen’s speech, 
intended to damage, had 
not injured the object 
of its venomous attack, 
so far as she was con
cerned. But she 8a id 
nothing.

CH APTER II.

t THE MOCKING BOER.

O n the following day 
war was declared by the 
two Republics against 
Great Britain, who, with 
singular patience, thus 
allowed herself to be 
attacked un prepared , 
and her possessions in
vaded, rather than seem 
to push forward a war 

.which she did not desire,
and which— up to the last moment—she hoped 
to avoid.

Once all hope of peace was abandoned, Johan
nesburg began to empty itself quickly of the 
thousands of English “  Outlanders ” still remain
ing in the town. The last few trains were 
densely crowded with passengers. These did 
not enjoy the conveniences we are accustomed 
to in England of first, second, and third class 
carriages, but travelled for the most part in

goods and coal trucks, and were glad enough to 
get away, even thus accommodated, from the ill- 
mannered jeers and remarks of the Boers watching 
their departure.

The Bigbys waited for the last possible train, 
having promised their father to do so in the 
hope of a tardy patching - up of the quarrel, 
and the avoidance, at the last moment, of actual 
hostilities,But now the moment had come for departure,

“ OH. COME, BUNSEN, YOU USEN’T TO BE BO CONFOUNDEDLY CON8F1CUOUS FOU 
YOUB VALOUB AT CUBBERLY.'1

and they had locked up the house and drawn 
the shutters, and had come to the station with 
as little luggage as possible, having taken only 
such things as were absolutely necessary for an 
absence of a few months. Vesta—to Geoff’s huge 
delight—was at the crowded station in order to 
see the Bigbys off, and in the jostle of the mob 
he contrived to possess himself of her hand, and 
to hold it a little while in his own.

“ Do you think you will be able to let me
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hear, now and then, how you are?” he whispered. 
“ I shall long to know.”

“ I will do my best,” she whispered back, 
smiling cheerfully, though her eyes looked wistful ' 
and a little dim. “ If you don’t hear, you will 
know that my letters have miscarried, for I shall 
write in any case.” '

“ Oh !” exclaimed Geoff joyously, “ thank you 
ever so much, Vesta. Now I shall go away with 
a lighter heart. I  was miserable to think that I 
should neither see nor hear of you for Heaven 
knows how long. May I tell you a secret, Vesta?” 

“ Yes,” she murmured.
“ It is that I love you,” said Geoff, making a dash. 
Vesta looked up in his face, smiling very 

sweetly. “ I think I know that already,” she 
said. “ It is very wrong to love the enemies of 
your country.”

“ At any rate, you are not angry ?” whispered 
Geoff. ‘

“ I could hardly be that, because-----” she
paused, blushing and smiling.

“ Because what? Tell me, Vesta.3 
“ Because perhaps I am an equal offender my

self,” she replied very low.
Her hand tightened a little in the grasp of 

Geoff’s, who was certainly at this moment the 
very happiest young man in all South Africa, 
in spite of wars and crowded trains and separa
tions and everything else.

Bunny Bigby had been talking to a friend 
meanwhile, and suddenly turned from him to 
speak to his brother.

“ I say, Geoff,” he said, “ d’you know what 
Hellings has just told me ? Our friend Bunsen 
is laid up and has to stay behind.”

Geoff, in the joy of his heart, laughed aloud. 
“ Why, I declare, I ’m one of the minor pro

phets ! ” he exclaimed. “ I told him he would 
do this very thing, didn’t I, Vesta?”.

“ You advised him to,” said Vesta. “ There was 
no prophesying about it.”

“ What’s his game?” laughed Bunny. “ He’s 
up to something, you may bet." .

“ To keep out of mischief, I should say,” said 
Geoff, laughing also, “ and to save his skin.”

‘ Perhaps he wants to keep an eye on you,
\ esta,” said Bunny, with the frankness of eighteen.
‘ He always seems to me a hit tender your way, 

and he wants to see you don’t come to any harm 
when we all march into Johannesburg about 
Christmas time, eh?”

Vesta blushed, but said nothing. Geoff frowned 
—this aspect of the matter had not presented 
itself to him— and said that if that were the case 
ie should recommend Bunsen to clear out of 

Johannesburg before the rest marched in.
Then the train drew up, and the crowding and

pushing began, amid mock cheers from many 
Boers standing about; and eventually poor Mrs. 
Bigby was hoisted by her sons into a coal truck, 
and made as comfortable as possible upon and 
among the Gladstone bags and rugs they had 
brought with them. Geoff had had the fore
thought to include a couple of pillows among the 
rest of the impedimenta, so that his mother was 
better off than many other ladies during that 
most memorable and unspeakably uncomfortable 
journey. But discomfort was not the worst feature 
of their retirement towards the frontier —  more 
than once the party were menaced with actual 
danger of personal injury, or evpn death.

The nights were bitterly cold at this time, 
while the days were almost unbearably hot, the 
sun baking down upon the open and overcrowded 
trucks in a manner which was extremely distress
ing for the travellers, who suffered greatly from 
want of water, the supply the Bigbys had brought 
with them having been exhausted in a very short 
while, thanks to the generosity with which they 
shared it with many others who had none.

At last the need for water became so acute that 
when the train stopped once, at a wayside station, 
Bunny declared that at all hazards he would take 
the bottles and run across a field, at the farther 
end of which he saw a small running stream, in 
order to refill them.

“ Well, find out first how long we are to wait 
here,” said Geoff. “ It wouldn’t do to be left 
behind.”

There were numbers of armed Boers standing 
about the platform chaffing, and in some cases 
even threatening, the passengers. Bunny climbed 
out of the truck, and addressing one of them—  
choosing one who seemed to be taking no part in 
the prevailing ill-mannered conduct—asked bitu 
civilly whether he knew how long the train would 
stand here. Bunny spoke Dutch fluently, though 
perhaps not quite so perfectly as Geoff, who really 
spoke it like a native.

The Boer eyed him cynically for a moment.
“ What is that to you, you redneck pup ? ” he 

said. “ You may thank the Almighty if it ever 
goes on again to carry your English carcase out of 
reach of Boer whips.”

This sally provoked roars of mirth from the 
. fellow’s companions standing around.

“ Oh, never fe a r! ” retorted Bunny boldly. 
“ You shall soon have us back, but when we do 
come you’ll take good care we are not within 
reach of your hide.”

“ Shut up, Bunny!” said Geoff, in English. “  This 
isn’t the time or place for getting up a row ; wait 
until we come back, we shall have plenty of 
opportunities of returning such compliments with 
interest.”



i 6 THE CAPTAIN.

“ That seems a good reason for taking care so 
saucy a gamecock does not get the chance of 
returning among us,” said the Boer, continuing 
the conversation. “ What think you of this now, 
my redneck chicken?” He placed a revolver 
close to Bunny’s face, and held it there. Bunny 
flushed but did not flinch ; Mrs. Bigby uttered a 
shriek. The BoCrs standing around laughed aloud.

“ All right, mother, he wouldn’t dare! ” said 
Geoff, who looked, however, very stern, and held 
his own revolver ready in the side pocket of his 
Norfolk jacket.

“ Shoot if you dare, you Boer coward,” said 
Bunny. *

“ Don’t shoot, Jan, though he deserves it,” cried 
some Boer, apparently in authority. “ The Com
m an d an t’s tra in  may 
come in at any moment.”

The fellow lowered his 
revolver. “ The young
ster stands fire p re tty  
well,” he laughed. “ Pro
b a b ly  he is slim, and 
knows I  didn’t mean to 
shoot.”

“ You didn’t dare ! 
said Bunny.

“ Shut up, Bunny,” said 
Geoff again , “ and le t  
well alone.”

“ If the Commandant’s 
tra in  is expected, ours 
will have to wait till it 
has gone on, since there’s 
only a single down line,” 
suggested someone in the 
truck, “ so there’s plenty 
of time to get water.”

Several young fellows 
jumped out of the truck 
upon hearing this obvi
ous and convincing re
mark, Geoff among the 
rest. They took all the 
receptacles that could be 
collected, and tram ped 
across th e field towards 
the stream.

“ Where are those fools 
going to ? ” shouted the 
Boer in authority, a field 
cornet. “  Someone jump 
on his horse and w hip 
them back again.”

Someone jumped on his 
horse as desired, and rode 
after the parched travel
lers, whose only offence

was that they required water and had left the 
train to get it. The mounted Boer flourished a 
sjambok, or whip of raw thongs, threatening the 
travellers with it.

“ Go back, you English fools!” he cried, “ or 
I ’ll drive you there like cows; your business is 
to get out of the country as quickly as you can; 
we don’t want you here.”

Some ran back to the station, either alarmed at 
the prospect of being sjamboked, or frightened lest 
the train should move off without them. A  few 
went as far as the stream and filled their water 
bottles— among these Geoff and Bunny. .

“ Come, bustle up, you there ! cried the Boer, 
cracking his whip. The lash touched an English
man’s shoulder ; he swore loudly at the fellow,

HE PLACED A BEVOLYEB OLCSE TO BCXNT’ 3 FACE, AND HELD I I  THEBE.
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who retaliated by aiming a vicious cut at him. 
The Englishman was helpless to protect him
self ; lie had a revolver in his pocket,,but dared 
not use it, for, undoubtedly, if he should, he would 
at once be mobbed by Boers, and nothing could 
then save him from being overpowered and pro
bably murdered ; he knew that well enough. A ll 
lie could do was to curse the man very heartily 
in English, vowing that if ever they should meet 
on the battlefield or elsewhere he would exact a 
terrible vengeance.

“ If the blackguard touches me with that thing,” 
said Bunny, “ I ’ll shoot him.”

“ Do nothing of the sort, Bunny,” said Geoff. 
“ This is not the moment for resistance, we must 
go with the stream.”

“ I can’t ! ” said Bunny. “ If the scoundrel 
whipped me I should want to strangle him.”

“ So should I, but I wouldn’t do it. I should 
think of mother sitting there unprotected in the 
coal-truck, and that would help me to restrain 
myself,” .

“ Go on quicker, you redneck hounds! ” cried 
the Boer, riding behind them and cracking his 
whip. The lash all but touched them. Bunny’s 
face flushed scarlet, and Geoff saw his hand steal 
to the pocket of his Norfolk jacket. That was 
where Bunny’s revolver reposed.

“ Easy there, Bunny,” he said ; “ keep cool!”
“ Quicker ! ” cried the Boer, “  run!” He cracked 

his whip again. This time the end of the lash 
twisted itself round Geoff’s ankle. Geoff looked 
closely at the man, his face pale with suppressed 
rage. The Boer laughed.

“ You’ll know me again, I daresay,” he said. 
“ Undoubtedly,” said Geoff, “ I shall remember 

that scar over your left eye and the shape of your 
nose. You’ll have to look out, my friend, if we 
come to close quarters one day, for when we do I 
may remind you of this afternoon.”

“ What, going to volunteer against us ? ” laughed 
the Boer. “  Better wait until you’re a little older 
— they won’t want boys.”

Geoff took no notice of this remark. The 
station now reached, he handed up the water- 
bottles and climbed into his truck, followed by 
Bunny. Presently a Boer came walking down the 
platform, threatening here a woman there a man, 
ns he went along, with a whip which he carried. 
As he passed the carriage in which the Bigby 
party sat, he made a grimace at Mrs. Bigby and 
flourished his whip in her face. Instantly, before 
Geoff could interfere to prevent it, Bunny’s fist 
snot out and the Boer measured his length on the 
boards, falling like an ox, so sudden and so violent 
was the blow.

“ Great Scott, Bunny, you’ve done it now!” said 
Geoff.

CH APTER III.

GENTLEMAN JOUBERT.

T h e  discomfited Boer rose quickly to his feet, 
swearing horribly. He sprang back to the side 
of the truck and laid hold of Bunny, who quickly 
jumped out, followed by Geoff. Other Boers came 
rushing down the platform, shouting excitedly— 
all things seemed ripe for a serious quarrel.

“ Keep cool, for Heaven’s sake, Bunny!” said 
Geoff. “ You’ve made one terrible mistake— don’t 
make another ! ” •

The field-cornet strode up.
“ What is it 1” he cried. “  What has happened ?”
The discomfited Boer explained that he had 

been suddenly struck and knocked down by “ one 
of these verdomte Outlanders.” He was still 
describing— according to his own version— the 
occurrence, when there were shouts that the 
General-Commandant’s train approached.

“ Keep the whole train under arrest until 
further notice,” said the field-cornet, hurrying 
off to greet his superior. “ We shall see to this 
later.”

“ Get back into the train, you whelps of mis
chief,” said the Boer.

“ Oh, no ! ” replied Geoff boldly ; “  if tbe 
Commandant is coming, he shall judge between 
us.”

“ Get into the train, I  say, you whelp of a 
rooinek I ” shouted the fellow; both Geoff and 
Bunny absolutely refused to move.

“ I f  this is General Joubert, he will see that we 
are not brow beaten by these bullies, mother,’ 
said Geoff, explaining his obstinacy for his mother’s 
benefit. “  It will be safer to put the matter before 
him, if one can, than to leave it.”

General Joubert alighted from his train to 
speak to the field-comet. He saw the group oi 
men upon the platform, alongside of the Out- 
lander train.

“  What is the matter ? Has anything happened 
there?” he asked. The field-cornet began to 
explain, as the two moved down the platform 
towards the place of disturbance.

Geoff stepped forward as he approached.
“ If you are General Joubert,” he said, “ I should 

like to "give my version of this matter. I speak 
the truth. My father is Conrad Bigby, tho 
engineer——  ’

“ Yes,” said the General; “ I know him well-----”
“ This lady is his wife— my mother, and the 

Boer there, with the brown hat, threatened many 
English women with the whip he holds, having 
received no provocation; when he threatened 
my mother, my brother, who is young and quick
tempered. struck at the man, as, of course, he 
deserved, and-----”
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“ Yes, yes,” said the old General. “ I ask your 
pardon, madam ; this is a dangerous and difficult 
time, and our people are not easily controlled 
when in presence of the English, with whom, 
from this day, we are unfortunately in a state of 
war. Get into the train, young gentlemen ; you 
do right to protect your mother. Let them be, 
field-cornet, and tell these fools to behave like 
men. and not like beasts !”

General Joubert bowed courteously and passed 
down the platform.

Presently his train departed, carrying with it 
both the field-cornet and all those Boers who had 
taken a hand in the game of bullying the pas
sengers ; and right thankful were these to see 
them go. Geoff saw his friend of the scarred face 
looking out of a window as the train passed. The 
Boer laughed and jeered, and stretching a hand out 
of the window, cracked the sjambok that he held.

“ For next time that we meet !" he shouted.
“ All right, my friend ; I shall remember your 

ugly phiz ! ” Geoff shouted back.
Thus ended an incident which looked at one 

moment as though it might finish less happily for 
the Englishmen concerned.

Here and there, until the frontier was reached, 
such episodes were repeated, and the passengers 
bullied and insulted to the heart’s content of such 
Boers as happened to desire the opportunity of 
enjoying a fling at the “ escaping” English. It was 
a miserable journey, and though neither Geoff 
and Bunny, nor their mother, were implicated in 
any further disturbances of the peace, all were 
thankful and relieved when the frontier was 
passed and Natal reached.

The Bigbys travelled as far as Pietermaritzburg, 
where they had friends, and here Mrs. Bigby 
remained, in order to take up her permanent 
quarters during the time of exile from Johannes
burg.

Geoff and Bunny went on to Durban. Their 
brother Hugh was not due from Sydney for a 
week or two, at least ; but they were anxious 
to enrol themselves in some corps of Outlanders 
as soon as it should please the General com
manding the forces in Natal to organise such a 
regiment.

But to their immense surprise and disgust, they 
learned that there was no intention to form any 
such corps.

“ W hat!” exclaimed Geoff, “ not employ vs, who 
know the Boers and their ways, and speak the 
language, and can shoot and ride as well as most ? 
Why n o t!”

The gentleman interviewed shrugged his 
shoulders.

“ I fancy the C.O.’s like to employ regular 
drilled troops,” he said. And at that it remained.

Geoff and Bunny held a council of war.
There would surely be an opportunity to enlist 

before very long, for the authorities could scarcely 
ignore for ever such obviously useful material as 
was here to be had for the asking. But what 
w'as to be done in the meanwhile ?

“ Hang about and kick one’s heels here or at 
Maritzburg, hoping for better times, while all 
sorts of fun is going on almost under our very 
noses,” said G eoff; “ or----- ”

“ Or what?” echoed Bunny, rather dismally.
“ Or go right up north, and see what the 

Boers are going to do?”
Bunny pumped up from his seat.
“  What 1 act on our own hooks ?” he exclaimed, 

joyously. “ That’s a splendid notion, Geoff—only 
should we do any good that way— be of any use, 
I mean, to our side?”

“ We should act as kind of amateur scouts,” 
said Geoff, smiling at his own idea, which pleased 
him immensely.

“ It’s simply the grandest notion possible! ” 
said Bunny. “ Geoff, you’re a genius ! I wish 
to goodness old Hugh were here to go up with 
us.”

“ He’ll be here in less .than a month. Mean
while we needn’t waste our time. When lie’s 
about due we’ll come back and fetch him, and 
then we’ll all three act together— that is, if the 
generals still refuse to employ us.”

So the brothers went up to Maritzburg, and 
dutifully informed their mother of their inten
tions ; and when Mrs. Bigby offered no opposi
tion to their enterprise the two young men did 
not wait to ask anyone else, but set themselves 
to arrange preliminaries without further delay. 
It would be impossible to take luggage, there
fore they must be content with the few things 
they could carry on their backs — a suit of 
yellowish-brown corduroy, a slouch hat, a good 
rifle and plenty of cartridges, a large, flat flask 
for water, a tin of condensed meat, and a blanket. 
This constituted the whole of the kit of each 
brother, and with this they set their faces north
wards and started upon their enterprise— which 
was, to put it clearly, to hang about as near as 
they dared to the fore foot of the enemy, and 
to report back to the British camp anything 
sufficiently important to be so reported,

During the first few days of the war Geoff and 
Bunny Bigby, being new to the work of scout
ing, acted very cautiously indeed. They scouted 
up the neck of Natal, however, until they came 
in touch with the advance patrols of the enemy, 
who did them the honour to fire a couple of shots 
at them. This was north of Newcastle, the in
habitants of which, town had mostly already gone 
south, the authorities having warned them that
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Newcastle could not be held, and that no attempt 
w ould be made to save it. __

When those shots were fired, actually the first 
in the war, Geoff and Bunny felt a pardonable 
pride in having been the very first target for 
Boer bullets, which, however, came close enough 
to be unpleasant. '

“ Look here,” suggested Geoff, “ why not wear 
Boer dress ? We shall get less shot at.” 

“ Certainly,” Bunny agreed. “ But where’s the 
dress ? ”

“ We must catch-or kill— a couple of Boers,” 
said Geoff. “ That should be easy enough.”

It proved the simplest matter in the world ; 
for the very next day they stalked a pair of 
fellows, scouting like themselves. They saw them 
coming along from afar, and, by creeping like 
snakes through the grass, and taking advantage 
of every particle of cover, contrived to conceal 
themselves in a spot which the men were bound 
to pass. As they passed, each of the two Boers 
was suddenly borne to earth by a fairly heavy 
Bigby springing upon his back from behind, as a 
lion might upon an unsuspecting antelope.

“ Here are our two cheap suits of clothes,” 
said Geoff, as he tied his man’s wrists together 
with his own strap. “ They aren’t extra clean,” 
he added, “ but the more like Boers we look 
the safer we shall be.”

“ But won’t our owm chaps shoot us ? ” said 
Bunny, pertinently. .

And Geoff replied that there was certainly that 
danger, only that every Tommy would surely 
know a live spy was more valuable than a dead 
one—if only for the pleasure of getting him 
hung. And in case of real danger there was 
always the white flag. “ When in danger,” said 
Geoff, “ wave your pocket-handkerchief.”

“ Jove! mine won’t be white long at this 
rate,” said Bunny, producing one which would 
have caused pain to any respectable laundress 
even in its present condition.

CH APTER IV.
THE CAPTURE OF BUNNY.

T he  two scouts marched their prisoners into 
the English camp outside Dundee, where they 
were complimented by General Symons on their 
coup. The General contrived to gather some infor
mation from the fellows, whether true or false, as 
to the numbers and disposition of the Boer forces 
now invading Natal. Geoff acted as interpreter, 
and was obviously so expert at speaking the Boer 
language that General Symons suggested that he 
should remain in camp in the capacity of per
manent interpreter.

But this, though kindly meant, and a compli
ment to his linguistic talents, was not at all in 
accordance with Geoff s temperament. He wished 
to fight, not to hang about “ waiting to give 
prisoners a kind of vivd voce exam ! ” as be after
wards expressed it. And until he could be taken 
on to act as trooper he preferred to act as scout. 
“ Very well,” said the General, “ but don’t get 
yourself captured, or if you do, take care to have 
plausible answers ready for any awkward ques
tions they may a3k you ! ” •

“ We are going to take the liberty of exchanging 
clothes w’ith these two fellows,” said Geoff, “ and 
as I can talk Dutch as easily as English, I  hope 
to escape capture.”

“ If you take iny advice you will not do that,” 
said the general, “ for if caught and identified as 
English, you would probably be shot or hanged. 
These prisoners of yours have given useful infor
mation. I should be obliged if you could confirm 
the truth of it by your own observations.”

When our two scouts presently left the camp, 
they did so with light hearts, for they now enjoyed 
from the General a kind of informal commission 
to carry out certain important work for him. 
They were no longer “ on their own hook.” They 
were to learn all they could and presently report 
upon the disposition of Joubert’s forces.

And while busy upon this enterprise they met 
with the adventure which is the pivot upon which 
this history turns.

The brothers had had a hard day’s work scout
ing on the flank of Yule’s retreating column. 
They had obtained invaluable information this 
day, at no little personal risk, and at the price of 
great personal weariness. They had carried their 
news into the temporary English camp about 
noon, having cleverly stolen a couple of Boer 
horses in order to do so the quicker, and had after
wards ridden out once more, to stampede their 
horses presently, and creep out upon the flank of 
the retiring army in search of further information. 
When darkness fell they were still far from the 
English force, between them and a large com
mando of burghers which was too discreet to 
come within touch of the claws of the sullen 
British lion. Bunny was tired to death, and 
Geoff not much fresher, so that when they stum
bled straight into an empty farmhouse, probably' 
vacated but this day or yesterday by some poor 
colonist who suddenly found his home surrounded 
by contending foes, they were glad enough of the 
shelter, and prepared to occupy the building for 
the night.

There were a few remnants of food in the larder 
and even some kaffir beer, which they annexed 
to their own use, and having supped, half asleep, 
lay down upon two beds, when Bunny quickly
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exchanged his state of half-asleep for that of total 
and log-like unconsciousness.

Geoff rose from his bed with a sigh.
“ I suppose I ought to try and keep awake and 

watch,” he thought, “ but I ’m afraid it’ll be a 
failure.”

It  was a failure. Poor Geoff walked a hundred 
times up and down the room and ou tof the house 
and in again, but in spite of every heroic attempt 
to keep them open, his eyes would close ; and at 
length he was obliged to recognise the inevitable.

“ I can’t help it—it’s no use ! I  must sleep ! ” 
he said. “  It’s a most unprofessional and ‘ un
scout-like ’ thing to do, but I ’ll be hanged if I  can 
keep awake another minute ! ”

Geoff lay down, and in one half of the very 
narrow limit he had given himself for remaining 
awake he was snoring as loudly as Bunny.

Now, most unfortunately, a small advance party 
of Boers, but an hour or so later, stumbled upon 
this farm building just as Geoff and his brother 
had done. They came to search for supper and a 
bed. The supper they found not, for the two 
Englishmen had made other arrangements for the 
disposal of the provisions left behind by the late 
occupant, but the beds they found, and—what 
was more— a snoring rooinek upon each.

This was very good luck, and the Boers—half a 
dozen in number—took care that it should not 
slip through their fingers. They removed the 
rifles from beside their sleeping owners, and the 
revolvers from their pockets. Then, having thus 
extracted the fangs of the serpents, they awoke 
them with difficulty and, having locked them 
into a small, windowle$3 room, occupied the beds 
they had vacated. •

Geoff and Bunny made but a short struggle. 
They were too dead-weary to realise until too late 
that they were caught. By the time they realised 
this stunning circumstance they had been over
powered and were being half-carried, half-shoved 
into their temporary dungeon.

“ Great Caesar, Bunny ! ” exclaimed poor Geoff, 
almost weeping in his helpless misery. “ What 
have we done ? We’re caught like rats in a trap!”

“ Will they hang us ? ” said Bunny.
“ Oh, no, they daren’t do th a t; but they won’t 

let us go. We’ve seen the last of the war, Bunny, 
my poor chappie!” ended Geoff, speaking with 
more than a break in his voice, “ and oh, what 
fun we were having ! ” he ended.

“ Cheer up ! We may get out yet,” said Bunny. 
“ Let’s kick the confounded door down. We were 
asleep when they bagged us, but now we’re 
awake.”

Bunny suited the action to the word. He 
kicked at the door with all his force. It rattled 
and showed signs of splitting.

A  voice instantly came from the other side 
“ Stop that verdomte noise, or you’ll have your 

kop broke,” it said. '
“ Open the door and let us out, you mottlcd- 

faced Dutch scarecrow ! ”
This was a very rude speech of Bunny’s, and 

the only possible apology for it is that he was 
extremely angry.

“ When the door is open you get a Mauser 
bullet in your stomach ! ” said the Boer, “ I am 
here on purpose to wait for you to come out,"

“ It ’s no good, Bunny. If you break the door 
open he’ll shoot you at sight. Come and lie down 
and rest, and we’ll think of some plan of escape.” 

So the brothers lay on the floor and talked in a 
whisper.

“  What if one of as should escape and not the 
other ? ” said Bunny.

“ If you were carried off and I escaped, I would 
not rest till I got you back again,” Geoff replied.

“ Let’s stick together if we can, though,” said 
Bunny. “ I don't think it would be so easy to 
effect a rescue supposing one of us were carried 
off to Pretoria, or some other town.”

“ I should devote myself soul and body to 
getting you back,” said Geoff. “ Remember this 
if anything happens, Bunny ! ”

“  I w ill; and you remember the same thing,” 
said Bunny.

Then the two captives discussed all possible 
ways of giving their enemies the slip ; and, having 
reviewed every likely eventuality, and the best 
course to be taken under each possible set of 
circumstances, they both fell asleep, hoping to 
gather strength for whatsoever effort or enter
prise the morrow might have in store for them.

It was daylight when they were awakened and 
told to come out of their prison. It  had been 
agreed between them that no attempt to escape 
should be made at this point, therefore they 
came quietly forth and acquiesced in all they 
were called upon to do. .

There was no breakfast either for captors or 
captives, but Geoff saw, with a glow of pleasure, 
that things were apparently about to shape them
selves somewhat favourably for I113 hopes of a 
speedy escape. For four of the Boers presently 
mounted their horses and rode away south, pro
bably to join their own commando ; while the re
maining two, having fastened a rope securely 
about the waist of each of their prisoners, 
mounted also, and bade the rooineks run.

“ A ll you English can run,” said one of them ; 
“ you showed us that at Majuba.”

Neither of the brothers made any audible reply 
to this, considering it wiser to remain silent 
until the right moment should come for speech 
or for action. But both ground their teeth,
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and perhaps made a few remarks inwardly, of 
a nature neither complimentary nor peaceful to
wards the speaker.

Fortunately for both prisoners the road pre
sently lay over so rough a piece of ground that 
their captors were obliged to pull up and walk 
their horses. Geoff and Bunny were both com
pletely pumped for the time being ; for the Boers 
had taken care neither should be allowed to 
preserve any more breath than was absolutely 
necessary to support life. There was no knowing, 
they reflected, what the rascals might not do, if 
they were not dead beat !

This was, as it presently turned out, a wise 
precaution, for no sooner had Geoff recovered 
sufficient breath to justify the attempt which 
should be made, he knew, now or never, than he 
caught Bunny’s eye and winked. Bunny’s lips 
moved in response, forming the words, “  One— 
two—th ree!” and at the last syllable each man 
suddenly sprang upwards at his gaoler, seized 
him round the waist, and pulled with desperate 
energy.

Both Boers were unprepared. Geoff s antagonist 
came to earth with scarcely a struggle, and Geoff’s 
hands seized his throat in an instant, as the two 
men rolled on the ground, pinching it so tightly 
that the Boer dropped his rifle in order to relieve 
the pressure at his neck by gripping Geoff’s hands.

This was Geoff s opportunity. Seizing the rifle, 
lie sprang in an instant to his feet and presented 
it at his opponent’s head. The Boer promptly 
begged for mercy. Keeping the rifle at his 
shoulder, Geoff looked about to see what had 
happened in Bunny’s little affair during the few

seconds which he had occupied in arranging his 
own business. To his horror, Bunny and his man 
had disappeared. Moreover, to make matters still 
worse, the horse which his own antagonist had 
ridden, was gone also—scared, doubtless, by the 
sudden storm of fighting and struggling upon his 
back and under his feet.

“ Bunny ! ” shouted Geoff, with all his lung 
power, “ where are you 1 ”

Getting no reply, Geoff ran quickly to the top 
of the stony kopje upon which the struggle had 
taken place, and looking thence, he was in time 
to perceive two things: Bunny’s Boer, still 
mounted, galloping madly over the broken ground, 
and still, apparently, struggling with Bunny him
self, who clung with one foot thrown over the 
animal’s back behind the saddle, and the other 
dangling, while his arms were firmly clenched 
round the body of the rider. The other horse 
followed but a few yards behind. So they went 
for a hundred paces, then the entire group was 
lost to view.

GeofF3 first instinct had been to raise his rifle 
and send a shot in support of his struggling 
brother ; but the danger of hitting the wrong 
man appalled him ; he might shoot the horse, 
but that, too, was a dangerous thing to attempt, 
and he dare not try it. Then poor Geoff sat 
down upon a boulder and cried aloud in his 
anguish.

“ Oh, Bunny, Bunny ! ” he groaned, “ I have 
lost you, and it was my fau lt!”

Presently he added, “ I  will fetch you back, 
Bunny; I will not rest until I have done it, not 
if I have to follow you to the ends of the earth 1”

(To he continued.)

BRONCHO PE T E  CATCHES TH E  COW. TH E COW CATCHES BRONCHO.
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DK. CANHAM, as lie leant back in his easy- 
chair, was in a particularly pleasant frame 
of mind. The cup of tea, with which he was 

accustomed to refresh a brain wearied with a day 
of teaching, had performed its office well, and 
he felt at peace, not only with all men, but— 
a far harder achievement—with all boys, even 
those particular specimens committed to his 
care, and subject to his benevolent despotism. 
The new school-year had opened with a gratify
ing increase of numbers, and, so far as it had 
gone, he had every cause for gratulation in the 
conduct and intelligence of his pupils. The 
scholastic machine had already ceased the creak
ing and groaning incidental to the “ commence
ment” of a new term after the seven weeks’ 
rust and idleness of the summer holidays, and 
he was conscious that if, on the whole, the life 
of a schoolmaster, like that of Mr. Gilbert’s 
policeman, is “  not a happy one,” yet there are 
moments when it will bear comparison with the 
life of any other professional man under the 
sun, and that moreover the present was one of 
those rare and beatific intervals.

He was engaged in communicating these facts 
and sentiments to Mrs. Canham, who, from 
her seat by the occasional tea-table over which 
she was presiding, listened with an interested 
and sympathetic ear to her husband’s recital, 
when a tap came at the door.

“ Come in,” said the Doctor genially, while his 
wife expressed her wonder as to what might be 
the cause of the interruption.

In response to the invitation the door opened, 
and Mr. Ussher, the house-master, entered, with 
a worried look upon his middle-aged and care
worn features.

“ Can I speak with you one moment, Doctor ? ” 
he asked nervously, with a glance in the direc
tion of Mrs. Canham.

“ Certainly, Mr. Ussher,” replied the Doctor. 
“ What do you want 1 ”

“ Have you given Chivers leave of absence 
this afternoon 1 ”

“ Chivers ? ’’ echoed the Doctor. “ That was 
the boy to whom I was compelled to administer 
personal chastisement yesterday, I believe. No. 
I have not given him leave.”
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“ I hoped that perhaps you might have done 
so,” continued the house-master. “ He was ab
sent from the tea-table, and apparently he has not 
been seen since the conclusion of afternoon school.”

“ Dear me ! ’’ exclaimed the Doctor, rising from 
his seat in consternation. “ Are you sure that 
he is nowhere about the premises? He is a new 
boy, and possibly may not have heard the tea- 
bell.”

Even as he spoke he felt that his suggestion 
was a mere forlorn hope, and he was fully pre
pared for Mr. Ussher’s reply. '

“ Pateman and the boy swept and locked up 
the class-rooms as usual. I have despatched two 
boys to search the out-buildings, and meanwhile 
thought it best to come and ascertain from you 
that he was not absent on leave.”

“ I do hope,” interposed Mrs. Canham with 
motherly anxiety, “ that nothing has happened 
to him.”

“ My dear Lucy,” said her husband irritably, 
“ what in the world could have happened to 
him ?”

“ I didn’t know— —” began Mrs. Canham, when 
the Doctor interrupted her.

“ Then don’t expose your ignorance ! ”
It was an automatic and crushing retort, de

livered in 'his most professional manner. Lucy 
subsided. As the headmaster’s wife, she was 
aware that he was accustomed to adopt this 
tone towards the sixth form— or, for the matter 
of that, towards any class which he chanced to 
be gently guiding in the paths of knowledge—  
but, as a rule, he left it behind him when he 
passed through the green baize door which sepa
rated the school proper from his private house. 
She felt sure that its use on the present occa
sion could only be due to a very grave dis
turbance of his mental equilibrium, and she was 
willing to make every allowance for it under 
the circumstances.

“ What further steps shall I take?” inquired 
Mr. Ussher, by way of diversion. <s“ In the event 
of our search ending in failure-----”

“ You anticipate failure, then ? ” said the Doctor, 
unwilling to acknowledge even to himself the 
tendency of the evidence before him. “  What 
theory have you formed to account for Chivers’ 
absence 1 ”

Mr. Ussher smiled uncomfortably.
“  He is a new boy, Doctor ; he has as yet 

hardly had time to recover from his natural 
home-sickness, and I thought that perhaps after 
his punishment yesterday he might have taken
it into his head to— er— to---- . His parents live
only twenty miles down the line, you know,” he 
added, himself not anxious to draw the inevitable 
conclusion from his own premises.

“ Good gracious !” exclaimed the Doctor aghast.
“ You surely cannot imagine for one moment 
that the fact that I have been compelled, with 
evident reluctance, to administer corporal punish
ment— and that well-deserved— to any boy would 
lead him to attempt to run away ? ”

Mr. Ussher shrugged his shoulders. “ Boys do 
stranger things than that, Doctor.”

“ I have always said, Arthur,” put in Mrs. 
Canham, “ that you are inclined at times to be 
too severe.”

“ My dear Lucy, you are absurd. The suggested 
motive is altogether inadequate. There is no 
wrong about the boy. He  ̂was perfectly con- i 
vinced of the justice of his chastisement, and, I 
think, heartily sorry for his offence. But we are 
wasting time, Mr. Ussher,” he added, looking at 
his watch. “ Summon the boys to the usual 
room, as though for preparation —  it is already 
the regular hour— and I will speak to them there ” 

The two masters left the room, and when the 
boys presently assembled, they wondered much 
to find the Doctor at the desk, in addition to 
Mr. Ussher. The presence of the Doctor in un
expected places, and on unexpected occasions, was 
a portent of considerable significance, and now 
produced great searchings of heart among those 
of1 his flock whose conscience was not absolutely 
clear— and where is the school-boy to be found in 
possession of such a treasure ?

It was not a rule with the Doctor to beat about 
the bush. As soon as every boy was seated he 
went to the point at cnce.

“ Has any boy seen or heard anything of Chivers 
since afternoon school ?” he asked, glancing keenly 
along the rows of faces before him.

There -was no reply, but an ill-suppressed sigh 
of relief rose from the assembly. Each boy 
realised that his turn was not yet.

“ I regret to say,” the Doctor went on, “  that he 
has disappeared, and there is reason to fear that 
the misguided boy has left the protecting shelter 
of these walls— in other words, that he has run 
away.”

He paused to allow this announcement to have 
its full effect, and then proceeded : “  I need not 
dilate upon the heinousness of his crime, the 
bitter ingratitude of this rash action. Suffice it 
for the present to say that every possible step 
will be taken to bring him back to this house, 
where he has always enjoyed the comforts of a 
home, and fatherly care and guidance.”

A t this point the boys who had been sent to 
search the premises returned, and delivered a 
whispered report to the effect that the runaway 
was nowhere to be found. The Doctor had 
already decided upon a plan of action, and now 
lost no time in carrying it out.
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“ There -will be no preparation to-night,” he 
announced, whereupon a smile broadened on the 
faces of his audience. “ The younger boys will 
remain in charge of the matron; those in Forms V. 
and YT. will scour the town in pairs, returning to 
the school by supper-time ; Mr. Ussher will take 
cab to the railway station forthwith ; while I 
myself will repair to the telegraph office, and 
communicate the sad news to the unhappy parents 
of the miserable boy. You are dismissed.”

The elder boys required no further bidding, but 
set off on their errand at once. They were over
joyed at the prospect of a visit to that forbidden 
land, the town at night, which their imagination 
had invested with all the glamour of romance. 
Moreover, their quest appealed to the primitive 
hunting instinct which lies deep down in the 
hearts of each one of us, ready to spring 
forth at the first opportunity, though 
we keep it chained and caged never so 
closely -

Meanwhile Mr. Ussher had hired a 
cab from the stand at the corner of 
the road, and given the order : “ The 
railway station, quick ! ”

“ Right y’are,” said the cabman, 
climbing to his perch with irritat
ing deliberation. “ No ’urry, sir.
Plenty of time to catch the down train, 
sir.”

These well - meant observations, far 
from calming Mr. Ussher’s excitement, 
as they were intended to do, only served 
to rouse his ire.

“ You insolent fellow ! ” he cried,
“ there is hurry. I do not desire to 
catch the train, but to prevent some
one else from catching it.”

“ Beg pardon, sir,” said the cabman 
obsequiously. “ Very sorry, sir,” and, 
whipping up his horse, drove the master 
rapidly through the now gathering dusk 
in the direction of the railway station.

The cab pulled up with a jerk. Mr.
Ussher bounced out of the vehicle, flung 
a coin to the driver, and made a rush 
for the main line down platform. Here 
he inet with an unexpected check. No 
one was allowed upon the platform 
without a ticket. A  train steamed in 
as he reached the barrier, and he fancied 
he saw a boy very like the missing Chivers dash 
from the half concealment of a pillar into one 
of the foremost carriages.

“ Can I go on the platform ?” he asked the ticket ' 
collector.

“ Ticket please, sir,” stolidly returned that 
official, bolding out his hand.

“ I haven’t one,” he replied. “ I----- ”
“ Then I can’t allow you, sir.”
“  But I am not going by train. I  am looking 

for-----”
The collector thrust him on one side.
“ Stand away, */you please,” said he, and busied 

himself with snipping bits out of the tickets of 
* intending passengers, who were now streaming 

towards the platform in increasing numbers. ’ 
Mr. Ussher raged inwardly at the rebuff. He 

had often, used the very same phrase to his boys, 
but never before had he realised how peculiarly 
irritating the words could be.

Someone at that moment pushed roughly past 
him, and got between him and the barrier. A 
raucous voice shouted : “ What d’yer mean by it, 
guv nor ? ” He looked up. It was the cabby.

“ What is the matter, my good man?” inquired 
the master, backing away.

“ Matter?” roared the irate Jehu. “ I want my 
fare.”

“ Your fare ? But I have already paid you. I 
gave you a two-shilling piece—sixpence more thau 
your proper fare.”

“ TWO BOB BE B L O W E D !" SAID THE MAN, “ THIS ’ERE’S WOT YBR 
CHOCKED ME 1 ’ ’
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“ Two bob be blowed!” said the man with great 
contempt. “ This ’ere’s wot yer chucked me, afore 
yer bolted, trying to do a bilk. I ’ve nabbed yer 
now, though.”

He displayed a penny in his not over clean 
palm. Mr. Ussher, scenting sharp practice, was 
firmness itself.

“ Nonsense, my good man,” he said. “ I threw % 
you a two-shilling piece.”

“ I tell yer you’re a liar,” observed the cabby 
bluntly. “ I’ll summon yer. ’Oo are you, any
way ? ” ’

Mr. Ussher began to have misgivings. To 
satisfy himself he drew a small handful of silver 
and copper (mostly copper) money from his 
trousers p o ck et, 
and began rapidly 

t  to count it. A  vivid 
blush oversp read  
his face. The man 
was right after all.
In his hurry, and 
owing to a careless 
habit of keeping all 
denominations o f 
money in the same 
pocket,he had flung 
the man a penny 
instead of a two- 
shilling piece. He 
selected two shil
lings, and adding a 
sixpence to them, 
offered the coins to 
the angry cabman,

“ I am afraid that 
I h a v e  m a d e  a 
slight mistake,” he 
confessed.

The man grinned 
as he accepted the 
half - crown. H is 
anger vanished at 
once. “ Right y’are, sir,” he said, spitting deliber
ately on the money before pocketing it. “ Pleasant 
journey,” he added politely, touching his hat, and 
moving off.

Mr. Ussber felt that to have got rtd of the cab
man thus easily amply repaid him for the extra 
expenditure that it had involved. He was free to 
make another attempt to reach the platform. 
Turning, therefore, to the collector, who was still 
engaged in his ticket-snipping, he again preferred 
his request.

“ I am looking for a boy-----” he began.
“ Birmingham 1 Quite right, sir. Train now 

in,” said the collector, irrelevantly.
“  Looking for a boy who has---- ■”

“ Coventry ? Yes, sir, no change. Kiddermin
ster ? Wrong platform. No. 3, in five minutes.”

“ Who has run away from school.”
“ Hi, B i l l ! hurry up with that luggage. Now, 

sir, what did you say you wanted 1 ”
The question was sufficiently annoying, but Mr. 

Ussher, feeling that there was no help for it, 
sighed wearily, and began his explanation over 
again. He told the man how that he had, as he 
thought, seen the boy enter the train, and that he 
only wanted permission to go upon the platform 
to make sure. He was a master, he said, and had 
been commissioned to bring the cuprit back.

“ All right, sir,” said the collector, when he had 
finished, stepping aside to let him pass. “ Why

couldn’t you say so 
at first ? ”

Mr. Ussher was 
about to make some 
angry  retort, but 
alas ! w h at w ith  
interruptions and 
repetitions, not to 
mention his inter
view with the cab
man. b e fo re  be 
could  do so the 
g u a r d ’s w h istle  
s o u n d e d . T h e  
engine gave an an
swering shriek, the 
tra in  b egan  to 
gather way, and the 
master found him
se lf compelled to 
break into a run, if 
he desired to catch 
a glimpse of the 
occupants of that 
ca rria g e  already, 
with ra p id ly  in 
crea sin g  speed, 
nearing the end of 

the platform. Now it so happens that railway 
companies, with a paternal regard for the lives and 
limbs of their passengers, have laid down a bye-law 
forbidding anyone to enter a train while in motion, 
and the porter who saw Mr. Ussher charging down 
the platform may be pardoned for fancying that he 
was about to infringe this salutary regulation. 
He dexterously collared him (he was a prominent 
back in the local Rugby football team) with a 
warning cry of “  No, you don’t, sir ! ” and brought 
his wild career to an abrupt and somewhat painful 
conclusion.

“ Confound you, sir ! ” exclaimed the ruffled 
master, stooping to pick up his hat, which the 
collision had sent flying. The language was

w i t h  a  Wa r n in g  c r y  o f  41 n o , y o u  d o n ’t , s i r  !** t h e  p o r t e r
BROUGHT HIS WILD CAREER TO AN ABRUPT CONCLUSION.
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hardly magisterial, but perhaps excusable under 
the circumstances.

“ All right, sir?” inquired the grinning porter. 
“ No harm done, I hope, sir. Sorry you missed 
your train. A  slow follows in half-an-hour, sir.”

“ I did not wish to catch the train,” said Mr. 
Ussher with all the dignity at his command, and 
turning away, he stalked off towards the barrier, 
where fresli humiliation awaited him.

The friendly ticket-collector who had allowed 
him upon the platform had disappeared, and his 
place was taken by another official, who knew not 
the master.

“ Ticket, please, sir,” he said, in the usual 
formula, as Mr. Ussher endeavoured to brush 
past him.

“ I— I haven’t one,” stammered that gentleman, 
greatly disconcerted by this unforeseen request.

“ Then pay up,” returned the ticket-collector 
gruffly, pulling out a sort of pocket-book from 
which to give a receipt. “ Where have you come 
from?”

“ I haven’t come from anywhere,” replied Mr. 
Ussher, half - conscious of the absurdity of his 
answer.

“ Well, if you won’t tell me where you’ve come 
from I must charge you from the starting-place 
of the train. London’s a pretty long way from 
here,” he added, significantly.

“ But I did not come from London,” objected 
the unfortunate master. “ I came from here.”

“ That’s a likely story,” observed the collector 
with biting irony. “ What are you doing on the 
platform without a ticket ? None of your larks 
here, guv’nor.”

“ It’s true—it’s perfectly true,” declared Mr. 
Ussher in agonised tones. “ The— er—the—er 
gentleman who was taking tickets five minutes 
ago admitted me upon the platform.”

The ticket-collector smiled— a cold, sarcastic 
smile.

“ You’re a ’cute ’un,” he exclaimed, his voice 
distinctly tinged with admiration. “  You watched 
him off duty, did you? It won’t wash, my 
friend. You must pay up, otherwise it’s a case 
for the police.”

“ The police!” ejaculated Mr. Ussher, break
ing into a cold perspiration. “ There’s a porter 
who can vouch for the truth of what I say. 
That's him ! ” he cried, oblivious of grammar in 
his excitement, and pointing with his umbrella 
to his late antagonist.

“ Hi, J im !” shouted the collector.
■ And Jim hied accordingly.

This person says you know that he did not come
y train. He hasn’t got a ticket, you know.”
But Jim was not going to be betrayed into 

any rash statements.

“ I don’t know nothink about that,” he said, 
cautiously^ and his eye twinkled, “ but I can 
swear as ’e didn’t go off by train, ’cos I stopped 
’iro.”

“ There you are. It’s no use,” decided the 
collector. “ The game’s up. Now what’s your 
name and address?”

To Mr. Ussher it all seemed like some dread
ful nightmare, and hope died within him. Once 
his identity was known the school would inevit
ably be involved in another scandal. Eventually, 
of course, it would be proved that he was in 
the right, but oh, the shame of i t !

“ My name is Ussher,” he replied, slowly, as 
though the words were being dragged from him.

“ Christian name ? ” remorselessly continued the 
collector, making a note of the surname in his 
pocket-book.

“ Thomas.”
“ Address ? ”
“ The Grammar School”
“ Oh, you’re a teacher, are you?” observed the 

collector, writing down the address.
To be so designated made Mr. Ussher writhe, 

but it loosened his tongue.
“ I am an assistant-master to Dr. Canham,” 

he corrected, with much dignity. “ A  boy has 
run away from the school, and I have been sent 
here to stop him if possible. I arrived just as 
the down-train was on the point of starting; 
and, thinking that I  saw the boy enter it, ran 
to make sure, when I was seized by that porter 
there, and forcibly detained.”

The ticket-collector closed his pocket-book with 
a snap, and stepped aside,

“ Why on earth” (he didn’t exactly say “ on 
earth,” but, doubtless, that was his meaning) 
“  couldn’t you say so at once,” he demanded, 
roughly, “  instead of wasting my time like this ? ”

It  was the second time that Mr. Ussher had 
had the question put to him, but he was no 
nearer a retort than before.

He stumbled automatically through the barrier 
with all the sensations of a reprimanded school
boy, and sat down on a luggage truck in the 
booking hall to recover himself.

I t  was some minutes before he could collect 
his thoughts. The mischief was that he could 
not be absolutely certain that the boy whom 
the train had borne away really was Chivers. 
It was probable, but nothing more. Supposing 
that the boy, knowing that he would be missed, 
and the express watched, had cunningly deter
mined to wait upon the up-platform— where he 
might be sure no search would be made—until 
the hue and cry had passed, and then take the 
later train.

Full of this idea, Mr. Ussher rose, and, satisfy-
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Ing himself by a glance at the time-table that 
he had ample time before the next train was 
due, made his way round to the opposite plat
form.

To his relief he found that there were no 
officials there to be faced. He examined the 
various waiting rooms without success, and was 
on the point of leaving, when he suddenly be
thought him of the refreshment room. It was 
the very place where he might expect to find a 
boy sufficiently abandoned to attempt to run 
away from school. Moreover, a little stimulant 
would do himself no harm in the present shattered 
condition of his •nerves. He retraced his steps, 
and passed through the 
swing doors into the bril
liantly-lighted refreshment 
bar. A  curly-haired damsel 
rose as he entered. No 
other person was visible.

Meanwhile Dr. Canham 
had despatched h is te le 
gram, and was now walking 
in the direction of the rail
way station with the object 
of meeting Mr. Ussher and 
ascertaining whether he had 
succeeded in discovering any 
traces of the w retch ed  
Chivers. On the way, now 
that the first excitement had 
passed, he became painfully 
aware that he had o v er
stayed his dinner hour, a 
discovery w hich  did not 
serve to improve his temper.
He came across one or two 
pairs of boys aimlessly wan
dering about the streets, and, 
learning that they had seen 
nothing of th eir m issing 
school-fellow, he promptly 
sent them back home.

Arriving at his destination, 
he was unable to find Mr.
Ussher anywhere about the down line booking 
hall, and came to the rash conclusion that he 
must have returned to the school, a conclu
sion strengthened by the fact that he was not 
to be seen upon the platform. The pangs of 
hunger grew more and more insistent, and he 
determined to stave them off temporarily by re
course to— say a bun and a glass of milk. The 
refreshment room on the down platform was 
barred to him by the same ticket collector whose 
acquaintance Mr. Ussher had made not many 
minutes before, and who was now engaged in 
snipping tickets for the slow train which followed

the express. Accordingly he crossed to the up 
platform, and made his way to the refreshment 
bar there.

His hand was already on the door, when lie 
perceived, through the glazed upper panels, his 
assistant master, apparently engaged in an in
teresting conversation with the curly - haired 
damsel behind the bar. I t  was too late to 
retreat, for Mr. Ussher looked up at the sound, 
and had seen him ; so, crushing down his feelings, 
he pushed open the door and entered, his face a 
mask of cold displeasure.

“  I was told,” he said, in freezing tones, “  that 
you had crossed to the up platform.” (After all,

it was only a white one.)
“ Yes, Doctor,” said Mr. Ussher, confusedly. 

This unexpected apparition had taken him com
pletely aback.

“ May I ask what you are doing here V’ inquired 
the Doctor, with a comprehensive wave of his hand.

“ Not finding Chivers on the other platform, I 
thought that perhaps lie might be hiding on this,
and so I was making inquiries-----”

“ So I see, Mr; Ussher.”
This chilling interruption reduced the unfor

tunate Mr. Ussher to silence. An uncomfortable 
pause ensued.

j
■J
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“ Come with me,” said the Doctor at length.
The curly-haired damsel, who had been an 

amused spectator of the scene, emitted a giggle, 
and Mr. Ussher brokenly followed his chief with
out the station. For some minutes the pair strode 
along in silence. The master felt that appearances 
were against him, and the Doctor appeared disin
clined to give him any encouragement towards 
making an explanation. The silence became in
tolerable. He volunteered a brief, and, it must be 
acknowledged, somewhat incoherent account of 
his adventures on the down , platform, and ex
pressed an opinion that the boy whom he had 
watched entering the train was really Olivers, 
giving as his reason the fact that that errant 
youth was nowhere else to be found.

The Doctor received the story without comment, 
but Mr. Ussher considered that it had made a 
proper impression upon him. At all events, he 
was content to ignore the circumstances attending 
his meeting with his assistant master—though he 
may have had other reasons for adopting that 
course.

“ We can do nothing noiv, I fear,” he remarked 
abruptly, as though in continuation of some train 
of thought. “ If he has left by rail, I  have 
already prepared his parents, and we can only 
await their notification of his arrival. Will

it is already nearing the supper licur, and, now 
that they can be of no further use, the sooner they 
are at the school the better.”

By this time they had reached the square, where 
their ways parted. Mr. Ussher was glad of the 
opportunity of escaping from company so embar
rassing to him under the circumstances, but he 
had barely left his chief’s side when he wras recalled 
by a smothered exclamation. .

“  What is the matter, Doctor ? ” he asked, 
anxiously.

“ Matter?” criecrthe Doctor, his face purple with 
rage. “  Look there, sir ! ”

“ Where ?” asked Mr. Ussher, staring vaguely in 
the direction indicated by his chief’s umbrella. 

“ There--in that shop, sir.”
“ That shop ” was a pastry-cook’s. A t a small 

table in full view of the door sat two pairs of 
boys devouring with much gusto various con
fections of greater or less degree of indigestibility, 
and washing them down with copious draughts of 
lemonade. No wonder the Doctor was filled with 
righteous indignation ; besides, the cravings of 
his own inner man still remained unsatisfied.

“ To think,” he groaned, “ that I cannot permit 
boys to go up town without their proceeding at 
once to gormandize and guzzle, and give rein to 

their lower appetites ! ”
Mr, Ussher preserved a discreet silence. 

As yet, the scene in the refreshment room 
was too  fresh  iu his 
memory.

“ Send them to me, Mr. 
Ussher,” the Doctor con
tinued. “ Send them to 
me immediately.”

Mr. Ussher ran to obey 
the order of his chief. 
The banquet was rudely 
interrupted, and its par
takers issued forth sad
der, if not wiser boys.

The Doctor began to 
read them a lecture on 
the spot, but a crowd 
q u ic k ly  collected, and 
after dismissing his assis
tant master to shepherd 
home the rest, he drove 
the four culprits igno
miniously before him to 
the school. W ith  his 
b atch  of prisoners he 
entered the board ers’ 
room. There was Chivers 
calmly reading before 
the fire, as though no
thing had happened!
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“ Chivers!” lie roared, when he had recovered 
his power of speech, “ where have you been, 
sir 1 ”

“ Please; sir,” piped Chivers, blushing, “ I have 
been shut up.”

“ Shut up ? What do you mean, boy ? ”
Chivers, nothing loth, proceeded to tell his 

story. In the course of some horseplay after 
school, his cap had flown in at the window of the 
ink-room (a sort of large cupboard, where the 
stationery of the school was stored, opening out 
of the Sixth Form Room, and lighted by a small 
glazed loop-hole). The impression that he con
veyed to his hearers was that the cap had 
maliciously performed this feat of its own volition, 
and, although the Doctor may have held other 
views on the subject of the habits of the common 
cap, he did not press the point. Chivers, it 
appeared, had run round to recover his tiresome 
head-gear, and while he was engaged in searching 
for it among the piles of books and paper that 
encumbered the floor, the door had swung to, 
and been locked upon him. A t first he had 
imagined that a practical joke had been played 
upon him, and had waited patiently for the joker 
to release him, but as time went by it gradually

dawned upon him that it must have been Pate- 
man locking up the premises for the night. He 
had made as much noise as he could, which was 
not a little, without attracting attention, since 
the ink-room overlooked the Doctor’s private 
garden, and, at last, despairing of release by 
ordinary means, he had climbed up to the loop
hole, and, at considerable personal inconvenience 
and the loss of a button or two, had succeeded in 
squeezing himself through, only arriving where he 
now was too late to prevent the hue and cry 
which had already been raised.

The Doctor was filled with furious annoyance 
and impotent wrath. The boy Chivers was inno
cent of all offence, and merely Jhe victim of an 
unfortunate series of accidents, and he felt bound 
to accept his explanation. It was the Fates, the 
Fates who had conspired to make him appear 
ridiculous, and he conceived a personal grievance 
against them, the more bitter that they were 
intangible, and beyond reach of his anger, and 
the might of his strong right arm.

However, the four boys whom he had caught at 
the confectioner’s were none of these things, and 
doubtless proved admirable and efficient sub
stitutes.

“ THE CAPTAIN” CHESS CORNER.
T he prizes in the February competition are 

awarded as follows :—
Class I .— J. K. M a c m e i k a n , Repton School, 

Burton-on-Trent.
Class II.— N. J. C h ig n e l l , “ Dundrennan,” 

Hadley Road, New Barnet.
Class III .— (Divided) F. A. H. P o w e l l  and

H. F . B e a t t i e , both of Maze Hill School, St. 
Leonards.

The marks the prize-winners obtained are now- 
cancelled ; many other competitors have now 
marks to their credit. Each competitor adds to 
his score until he is successful. Several solvers 
ask if there is any advantage to be gained by 
sending in as soon as possible. I can assure 
them that there is none at all. On receipt of a 
stamped post-card I shall be pleased to answer 
any question as to score, etc.

The British Chess Co., Stroud, Glos., wishes 
to make public the fact that a wall-sheet of the 
“  Law-s of Chess ” will be sent gratis to any 
school club on application. Here is a chance 
for secretaries.

/  wish solvers would send their answers on 
post-cards only ; for instance, the mate in eight

with king and queen could easily be arranged 
on a post-card, yet one competitor favoured me 
with fifty-five lines of foolscap, closely written !

The game for this month’s competition is 
subjoined :—  .

White. Black. White. Black.
i. P—K4 P—K4 7* KtxP KtxKKt
a. Kt—KB3 Kt—QB3 8, RXKt(ch) B—Ks
3- B -K tS Kt—B3 9- K t-Q 5 Castles
4. Castles . KtxP 10. KtxB(ch) K—Ri
5- R -K i Kt—Q3 11, Q—R5 P—KKt3
6. Kt—B3 KtXB 12. Q— R6 P -Q 3

Question A.— By move 11 White threatened 
mate in two. H ow ? •

Question B.— After Black’s 12th move White 
mates in two. How ?

Two marks for each question.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
A . P . B .—The notice refers to solutions of problems only- 

As regards method of awarding prizes take this illustration: 
In September (say) the scores up to date of A, H, C, are 36.: !>, 
34. A gets the prize, and his score becomes 0. B and C stnrt 
next time with 36 and 35 respectively to their credit. So Hint 
you see everybody must get a prize in time if he sticks to the
c o n in g .

T he C hess E ditor.

/



SCHOOL SPORTS: Some Hints

By  C. B. F e y .

I.
In the April, 1899, number of The Captain you 

will find some general advice about how to train 
for sports.

II.
There is no royal road paved with tips leading 

to success in athletics. Every boy starts with a 
certain build and a certain muscular equipment; 
he cannot alter his build, but he can develop and 
improve his muscles by judicious education.

III.
Xo one can hope to increase his muscular power 

unless he has and maintains a sound, healthy con
dition ; this, by obedience to the laws of health. 
There is no need to state these laws ; school life 
is such that you cannot transgress them without 
going violently out of your way.

IV.
A moment’s thought will convince you that it 

is unwise and unprofitable to start developing 
a particular set of muscles until the muscular 
system as a whole is at least fairly well developed 
and in good general working order. But all boys 
who play games regularly may safely take this 
general condition and development of the muscular 
system for granted.

V.
Running is simply muscular action of a par

ticular kind ; that is to say, to run very well 
you must, in addition to good general muscular 
condition, have the running muscles well developed 
and very efficient.

VI.
A boy, then, who wishes to train for sports need 

not trouble about anything ‘ but educating the 
muscles which are required by the events he is 
going in for. Experience proves that the best 
education for muscles consists in a careful and 
very gradual training, under which the muscles 
do a little work every day or so, and do that little 
each time as well as they possibly can.

VII.
The amount of daily work should be very small 

at first and gradually increase, but never beyond 
a certain limit. It is absolutely useless in mus
cular education to attempt any form of cramming.

J'ou do too much work you are simply so much 
to the bad, ... •

■ VIII.
The kind, as distinguished from the amount, of 

work depends entirely upon the ultimate object. 
If you are going in for several events of different 
kinds, you naturally ought to train for each separ
ately in so far a!s it differs from the rest. But 
since the amount of work you can do per diem 
with good effect is limited, you cannot devote as 
much time to each event as you would be able if 
you were going in for one event only ; at least, 
not unless you spread your preparation over a 
proportionately longer time.

IX.
Xow what a boy usually does is this. He decides 

to go in for, aay, four events; he begins training 
for them a month before the day, and tries to do 
as much work per diem at each of the four as he 
ought if only going in for one of them ; that is, 
he does four times too much work per diem and 
is thoroughly stale and over-trained at the end 
of a fortnight : which is absurd. If you must 
practise several events every day, you ought to 
do less work at each in proportion to the number 
of events ; so that your daily amount of work 
is the same, whether you are in for one or a 
dozen.

X.
It is really no use training at all unless you 

give yourself at least a month ; better, six weeks. 
My advice is this :—

Begin training, that is, practice for your events, 
six weeks before your race day.

Do not practise every day, but, more or less, 
every other day, e.g., Monday, Wednesday, Thurs
day, and Saturday. On the off-days you should 
do some walking, or play games; but if you are in 
hard training and need no work, or if you are 
inclined to be stale, by all means rest.

Do not attempt more than two events on any 
one day. If your programme includes more than 
two you should distribute your work at each over 
several days.

Half, or at most three-quarters, of an hour is 
quite enough per diem on the running-ground. 
And you will not spend all that at work.

X I
For school sports, all boys may be divided into 

short and long-distance runners. The quarter- 
mile is common ground ; all distances under it 
are short; all beyond are long. Jumpers and
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hurdlers are, for training purposes, sprinters, 
because the only flat running they need do is 
sprinting.

XII.
The problems before the short-distance runner 

are: How to cultivate his pace to the highest 
pitch of which he is capable, and how at the same 
time to acquire enough stamina to last his 
distance (or, if several, the longest) at that pitch 
of pace all through. Inasmuch, however, as 
short distances are tests of pace rather than of 
stamina, pace may be regarded as the essential 
requisite.

XIII.
Pace is simply the rate at which you can repeat 

your stride continuously : roughly, it depends on 
how fast the muscles that move your legs in the 
required manner can do their work. The best 
way to increase this muscular power of rapid 
movement is by running short spurts of from 
thirty to forty yards, trying each time to go 
faster, as it were, than you are able.

XIV. .
For the sake of stamina, you should supplement 

this spurt practice by occasionally running from 
half to three-quarters of the full distance, and, 
more occasionally, the full distance. If you are 
in for several distances you must mix up your 
practice work accordingly.

XV.
As it is supremely important in sprints to be- 

steady on the mark and to start quickly, you 
should start to a pistol-shot (if only a percussion 
cap) every time you run a spurt or. a trial race. 
And as it is supremely important to acquire the 
habit of not slackening before you are well past 
the finish, you should have a tape up at the end 
of your distances even in practice. It will also 
pay you to make second nature of a habit of 
concentrating your mind from the moment you 
toe the mark on one thing, and one thing only, 
viz., the tape, regarded as something to be reached 
and passed in the shortest possible time.

XVI.
The maximum day’s work for a sprinter is four 

or five pace-spurts and one stamina distance. Rest 
a few minutes between each item.

XVII.
The long-distance runner should make stamina 

his first consideration, as his races are tests of this 
rather than of pace. But he has also to cover his 
distances at the highest uniform pace of which he 
is capable..

X V III.
His method of training is ou somewhat different

3*

lines from that of the sprinter. His work will be 
of three kinds : Fast work over distances varying 
from a quarter to a half of the full distance ; slow, 
easy work over distances varying from the full 
distance to somewhat beyond i t ; and, perhaps, 
trial races over distances varying from half to the 
full distance. He should be careful not to do too 
much a day, and not to crowd days of heavy work 
together.

XIX.
Appended are two maps of training work. They 

are mere suggestions, but may help you. If you 
take them as they are you will most likely go 
wrong, but if you think out the requirements of 
your own case you ought to be ablq to make out a 
niap to suit it that will keep you right. A t first 
sight the work will look heavy, but on scrutiny 
and reflection you will not think it so. If you do 
in practice find it heavy, cut it down. Trust your 
own judgment.

XX,
Every hurdler should master the three-stride 

method. It is quite easy, and when once you have 
mastered it you will wonder how you ever at
tempted any other. The method consists in taking 
three strides after alighting over a hurdle, and 
clearing the next hurdle in your fourth stride, and 
so right down the course. You always take off 
from the same foot and alight on the other. The 
strides should be your normal sprinting si rides. 
Take off about five feet from the hurdle, and 
land a similar distance beyond it. Don’t say you 
cannot do th is ; you can. Train as a hurdling 
sprinter. Let your spurts be over three or four 
flights of hurdles, your fast work over about eight 
flights, and run twice a week the full distance. 
Do a certain amount of sprinting on the path.

xxr.
Long jumping consists in the combiued use of 

pace and spring. The golden rules are : Run up 
at full speed; do not lengthen or shorten your 
natural sprinting stride on approaching the mark ; 
take off plumb on the mark; jump very high in 
the air— up and out as it were. To get pace, 
practise sprinting ; to get spring, practise high 
jumping ; to learn to combine them, practise long 
jumping.

Correct your take-off by noticing how many 
inches (or feet) you were behind the mark, and 
starting your next run so much nearer the mark. 
Do not long-jump more than twice a week, and 
never take more than four jumps at each practice.

XXII.
High jumpers should do some running ami 

plenty of walking. It is no good to practise more 
than three times a week. A succession of jumps
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over an easy height, great attention being paid to 
taking off as close as. possible under the lath, is 
almost better for practice than the competition 
method of putting the lath up as soon as it is 
cleared at a given height. Practise twice a week 
the former way, and once the latter.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
H- A. B.—What you call the American method 

of starting is good for boys as well as men. But be

sure and find out how it is done. You must make a 
hole in which to put your rearward toe ; push off 
from this as you rise, and make a dab forward , 
with your front foot. A  dash of forty yards for 
the sprint, and a run of four flights for the hurdles 
is enough preliminary.

Toddles.—A  cold sponge-down after exercise, 
if you like and feel benefited by it, is good for you. 
What is bad is to allow yourself to cool and then 
take a cold bath. But you should wait till your 
breathing is quite regular and normal. 1 take it 
your heart is sound., * C. B. F.

( N .B .— A large number o f Answers held over.)

Maps of Training Work for School Sports.
I.—For short-distance rnnner, i.c., all distances under and

including the quarter.
II— For long-distance runner, i.e., quarter, and races over

It.
N o t e s .— (I.) Days 1, 3, 4 and 6 mean: Run four days a 

week, arranging, as far as the case admits, to run and rest 
on alternate daysje.p., run Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Saturday.

(II.) Boys under seventeen years of age had better ran 
only three days a week, omitting the 3rd and 4th days' work 
in alternate weeks. Those who prefer to train for eight 
weeks, and this is really the wiser plan, should run only three

days a week, and distribute the work of the 4th days over 
the extra fortnight.

(III.) A runner who is not going in for the longer sprints 
included in I., or for the longer distances In II., should 
modify his work on the principle that he need never practise 
a distance longer than tne longest he Intends racing.

N.B.—(I.) The mapsare meant as a guide, not as an absolute 
model. One table of work cannot suit all cases.

N.B.—(II.) It is taken for granted that you are fit and hard, 
from playing games, etc., before yon start systematic prac
tice as above. If you are not, you must spend a preliminary 
fortnight in getting into condition.

I.

W eek 1.
I

W eek 2. , W eek 3.
i

W eek 4. 1 W eek 5. W eek 6.

Day 1 

Day 3

* 80yd9, j-specd 
4 spurts

1
4  spurts 1 4 spurts 

80yds., full speed I 250yds., j-speed
100yds., full speed 2 spurts

twice 30Cyds., full speed
4 spurts

100yds., full speed

4 spurts
70yds., full speed

*  3 spurts 
220yds., J-Bpeed

* 4 spurts 
80yds., full speed

• 3 spurts ' * 4 spurts 
lOCyds., j-specd  ̂ ISCyds., j-speed

2 spurts 
25Cyds., J-speed

Day 4 

Day 6

*  4 spurts * 4 spurts 440yds, full speed 3 Bpurts
50yds., lull speed

100yds., fall Bpeed 
lCOyds., trial race * 6 spurts

2 spurts
100yds., trial race

2 spurts
150yds., trial race 4 spurts 220yds., trial race 400yds., j-speed 100yds., trill race

*=be sure to keep the da 
pace. Screw every ounce out 
* u U  s p e s d — r u n  as in race» bu

E x p l a n a t i o n s ,
y*s work light. A  8$ u r t  = a full-speed dash of from 30 to 40 y&rda. Object—cultivation of sheer 
each time, fast, but well Inside power. Object—cultivation of stride, poise, and style, 

t do not screw Quite every ounce out of youieelf. T r i a l  race-run distance cut as in actual race.

i i .

D a y  1 

Day 3

W eek 1. W eek 2. W eek 3. W eek  4. Week 5. W eek 6.

* 880yds., easy *  150yds., sprint 
440yds., easy *  1 mile, easy 440yds, fast

•
* 1,000yds, easy *  88Cyds., easy

300yds., sprint 600yds., fast 880yds., fast *  1,000yds., easy 300yds., sprint GOCyds., fast

D a y  4  

D a y  6

* 880yds., easy * 400ydB., easy 300yds., sprint 200yds., sprint *  880yds., easy *  440yds., easy

600yds., fast 880yds., fast 1 mile, fast 1 mile, trial race 2 mile, fast 880yds., trial race

,  .  E xplanations.
sirisr^c _sure to keep the day's work light. Easy—medium pace. Carefnl not to distress yourself. Object—cultivation of 

Sprint—run distance all out. object—cultivation of Bheer pace, i-'oritracing-pace, without quite the 
eme effort. , Trial race =run distance out as in actual race.
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AND bonny days they were, though of short 
duration. Even now, when years have fled 
and the Hanoverians are firmly seated on the 

throne of Britain, my mind wanders restlessly back 
to the grey old palace by the hillside, and the boy 
who stole to the Isle of Eriskay, to wrest the 
crown of England from him who holds it by no 
law, nor right, nor heritage. A worthy son of his 
fathers was this Charles Edward Stuart, whom 
men term the Young Pretender. Handsome, 
debonnaire, winning; a man with a woman’s 
loving heart, and a faith passing belief. He 
fought for a destiny which he dreamed was his by 
law divine, and before his gladdened eyes shone 
a star of hope, which surely- was ne’er wholly 
shrouded, save when the rock-line of Scotland 
faded into the shades of eventide, and again he 
threw in his lot with the world outside —  a 
fugitive ; a banished prince • the last of a stock 
whose wrongs shall be deplored by generations 
yet unnumbered. We, who fought with him, must 
fain seek our reward in the Cause and not the 
consummation. Yet, for r.*y own part, I am more 
than repaid by the love which his service has 
carried into my life—the love of the sweetest, 
truest woman whom God e’er sent to grace the 
fairyland of His earth. ’Tis of this love that I 
would tell you, even now.

I was plain Duncan Macintyre in those days, 
with the sword which my father had swung at 
Preston, and proud in the tartan of the clan of 
which I was later to be hailed as chief. I joined

H ® i X R 0 b D
B y E d w a r d  T e b b u t t , 

Illustrated by Sherie

Charlie’s banner at the disheartening meeting in 
Glenfinnan, and after our army had swelled to an 
host, and we had passed the Canon Gate into dear 
Auld Reekie, I was chosen as captain of the 
Palace Guard, that I might be near to the young 
chevalier, who regarded me with more than a 
passing affection. Thus it happened that I was 
present in Holyrood Palace at a council which 
altered the whole tenor of my existence, and 
which brought me to the side of the girl who, 
even to-day, is the same bonny lassie as she who 
tricked the captain of Cope’s advance force, and 
who rode through the night to Edinburgh town 
to carry her message to the gallant Cameron, 
whom all should honour as palatine of Lochiel.

I was standing near the window of a small 
chamber on the western wing, watching the sun
light play over the bracken and crags of Arthur's 
Seat; watching the mist of the morning rise lightly 
from valley to hill, and away to the sky above. 
Lord George Murray was busily writing by the 
littered table ; Charlie and Lochiel were pacing 
the floor like men demented.

“ They are traitors, every man of them ! ” cried 
Charlie a second time, “ and, mort de ma vie ■ the 
day I  come into my own shall be a bad one for 
these Lowland chieftains.”

“ Surely there must be one in all Midlothian 
who hath love for your Highness’s cause?” ex
claimed Lochiel, halting by my barred window, 
“ though, by my faith, I can recall no likely name 
at the moment.”

“ There is Sir Thomas Carnegie, of Scardray, by 
Hawthornden Glen,” said I, making bold to offer 
my own suggestion, as, indeed, I ofttimes did.

Lord George turned hopefully to Cameron, and 
Charlie slapped me gaily on the shoulder.

“ Good, any Duncan ! ” he cried. “ ’Twas to 
Carnegie my father would ever commend me. 
See here, Murray, this inactivity is killing me.
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1 myself will ride to the laird of Scardray to 
imi'lore ids aid and his counsel. Gad’s mercy !
1=H warrant me he shall sit here by your reverend 
side ere many another night has flown.”

“ The errand is fraught with danger,” said 
Murray, cautiously.

“ S’death ! ” cried Charlie, laughing gaily at 
blue-eyed Lochiel, “ was danger ever absent from 
a wandering monarch such as I I ”

“ But what force would you take 1 ”
“ Force ? You forget, Murray, that it is per

suasion and not force that can appeal to such 
men as Carnegie of Scardray. I will ask Duncan 
Maeintyre here to bear me company, and wc will 
ride in humble fashion to this Lowland warrior— 
as a suitor who comes to woo ; and surely to some 
purpose, Lochiel, for what Stuart e’er pleaded in 
vain, save ’twere a Parliament whose favour he 
would court 1 ”

So he advanced his request, and with such effect 
that the shadows had scarce grown 
short about the palace, when together 
we cantered across the Hunter’s Bog 
’neath Arthur’s Seat, striking out into 
the country lanes as Duddingston 
Loch was rounded. The Prince wras 
surely in his brightest and happiest 
mood that day, for naught could he 
do but sing the praises of the spring
decked country that he was so proud 
to call his kingdom. As we reached 
the singing Esk, which seems to lose 
itself in the silence of Hawthornden 
Elen, we paused for some moments 
to admire the arcadian beauty of the 
wooded hillside, though Charlie’s im
patience would not permit us to tarry 
as long as I myself might have de
sired. So we passed at a gallop 
through the undulating country be
yond, and thence to Scardray Manor, 
where dwelt Sir Thomas Carnegie, 
the loyalist.

Slowly we rode up the avenue, 
with its canopy of rustling beech 
trees, and a silence fell upon us as 
we surveyed the sweeping park ; the 
herds of startled d eer; the weed- 
patdied lake gleaming dark and 
motionless beneath the rays of the mid - day 
sun. Then, at length, Scardray Manor rose grey 
and gabled in the distance, and on the steps, 
awaitmg our coming, stood a huge, rugged Scotch
man, with a pair of loose-tongued boarhounds 
panting by his side. He bowed courteously as 
we reached the drawbridge; we, still in silence, 
returned his greeting. The Prince sprang from 4 
his horse and walked quickly towards him.

“ Sir Thomas Carnegie,” he said in his curious 
boy’s voice, “ my name is Charles Edward Stuart, 
and I bear a message from my father, who was 
honoured with your friendship.” Thus did the 
chevalier win Sir Thomas Carnegie to his service.

Forgetful of me, as I still bestrode my saddle 
and held Charlie’s charger to my side, the pair 
conversed in an undertone that none might catch 
the purport of ̂ their words, and mighty impatient 
had I grown ere Sir Thomas drew towards me 
with grave apology.

“ Your pardon, Captain Macintyre,” he said, the 
Prince nodding favourably tome over his shoulder 
the while, “ I beg you to excuse my rudeness in 
not summoning my grooms ere this.”

He struck a huge bell with the butt-end of his 
riding whip, and an ostler ran 
from the stable gate as if he 
would assist me to  a lig h t, 
though, i’ faith, I  w as too

SUl THOU AS CARNEGIE, 
HE SAID, IN HIS CUEIOC5 
BOY’S VOICE, 41 MY NAME 

IS CHARLES EDWARD 
STUART/'

to need his services; and 
Prince Charlie, I stepped

quickly to my feet 
with Carnegie and 
into the hall of Scardray Manor. The morning- 
room, whither we were conducted, commanded a 
magnificent view of the well-timbered park, with 
the gaunt Pentland Hills lying long and low in 
the distance. - Seated by the window, was a 
lady with hair white as the snow-capped summits 
of the northern bens— Carnegie’s mother I learnt
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from our presentation— and by her side, a girl of 
such surpassing beauty that never since have I 
cast eyes of admiration upon one other of her sex. 
Her hair fell in rippling curls upon the whiteness 
of her forehead ; her eyes were bright and stead
fast ; her little prim mouth lent an air of dainti
ness to her whole features, which, to a rough 
Highlander such as I, was all the world more 
charming than the be-flowered, be-patched artifici
ality of the ladies who attended* the levees at 
Holyrood Palace. Never, I wot, was victory so 
complete as the victory of this lassie ‘ over my 
heart; no, not even our victory at Prestonpans, 
when Cope was driven away to whence he came, 
and Gardner fell to the earth like the gallant 
soldier that he surely was.

No haughty monarch’s role did Charlie play 
that summer afternoon. He came as a friend, 
said he, and would feel the more honoured by the 
reception of friendliness. So we sat round the 
curving window to chat as the merest country 
gentlemen might, though after a time the Prince 
and Carnegie wandered out into the park that 
they might the more privately converse. Then it 
was that I begged Mistress Marjorie to show me 
the beauties of her uncle’s estate, and she, nothing 
loth, led the way under the tinted beech trees to 
where the lake shimmered green in the distance. 
As we descended a short, steep brae, she stooped 
to pluck a sprig of purple heather, and with her 
own dainty fingers, she pinned it to the breast of 
my tunic.

“ The heather should be Prince Charlie’s sym
bol,’’ she said, “ and as you and I are proud to bo 
his servants, you may wear this sprig that you 
ne’er forget his cause.”

“ Ne’er could a Macintyre forget the cause he 
undertakes,” cried I, “ and that being so, I will 
wear the heather to remember her who gave i t ”

“ Were I Prince Charlie,” she said, laughingly, 
“ I would make bold to hope that Captain Mae- 
intyre can better fight than pay a gallant com
pliment.”

“ And were I Prince Charlie,” I retorted, “ I 
would ask nothing better than permission to 
remember Mistress Marjorie without e’en the 
aid of the heather. ’

“  But you are only Captain Macintyre. you see,” 
said Marjorie.

“ Yet would I crave the same permission,” I 
replied.

She was silent for a moment, and I feared that 
my bold words had perchance offended her. Then 
a wave of colour flashed to her cheek, as she 
stooped to gather a second sprig.

“ The first,” she said, as she arranged them side 
by side, “ is for the cause I love.”

“ And th« second?” I exclaimed, eagerly.

A  smile of mischief lighted her eyes and carried 
the dimples to her cheek.

“  Were not your chest so broad,” she replied, 
“ it might have happened that the first Lad 
seemed less lonely by itself.” And with this I 
perforce must be content. So we chatted, until 
the lengthening shadows told us that the hour 
approached when I mu3t set out with Charlie to 
Holyrood Palace, and reluctantly we turned our 
steps towards the manor again. As we reached 
the drawbridge, I  beheld a sight which filled me 
no more with amazement than dismay. For there, 
in the courtyard, stood a score of tethered horses, 

‘ and by the gate lounged a crowd of soldiers 
arrayed in some barbarous uniform of the south. 
The fellows caught sight of me ere I could draw 
back again, and a shout of laughter rose as one 
burly trooper sprang to the salute and remained 
erect in mimic courtesy. The great oak door 
stood open, so with Marjorie by my side, I strode 
into the hall, where our footsteps drew Sir 
Thomas from the library— and with biin, a coarse 
English officer of some considerable size ; with a 
red moustache which curled ferociously to his 
ears, and a scar running across his left eyebrow, 
endowing him with a most peculiar squint.

“ Captain Macintyre,” said Carnegie gravely; 
“ wc are honoured with the visit of Colonel 
Clutterbuck, of the King’s 3rd Light Dragoons.”
' The colonel saluted, and clicked his spurs.

“  Your servant, captain,” quoth he, “ and many 
apologies for this intrusion. But, you see, in 
these days of riot and rebellion, we must e’en 
make shift with the manners of warfare.”

I made some suitable reply, though, for my soul, 
I  could not comprehend the situation. We had 
no suspicion in Edinburgh that English troops 
were in the district, and yet here was this com
plaisant colonel assuming the airs of a military 
armada, and backed by but a score of loud- 
tongued soldiers. That he was riding in advance 
of a considerable army was evident, or how account 
for his presence in a country which he knew to be 
hostile 1 And it was equally evident that I must 
ride to Holyrood at any cost, to acquaint Locliiel 
with the turn affairs had taken. As 1 rightly con
jectured, Charlie was safe in hiding ; for though 
Clutterbuck had no suspicion of his presence, it 
was quite possible that he would recognise his 
features, or that the Prince’s appearance might 
betray his identity in some unlooked-for manner. 
Truly had Lord George Murray spoken, when he 
said that our errand was fraught with danger!

“ I have mentioned to Colonel Clutterbuck that 
you only pay me a flying visit,” remarked Carnegie 
in level tones, "and he is good enough to place no 
obstacle in the way of your departure.”

I bowed a second time. In that case, 1 could
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be within the palace ere the night had grown
dark. _

" Certainly I shall not detain you,” protested 
C'lutterbuck, who had the grace to perceive that 
his presence was a  most unwelcome intrusion ; 
“ [ must merely stipulate that a couple of my 
troopers attend you, to see that you ride not to 
Edinburgh.” ' '

“ I shall be honoured in the company of your 
troopers,” I returned, though I fear me that the 
sarcasm was wasted. For, after all, their escort 
would entail but small anxiety. Surely a Mac
intyre of M acin tyre  were a 
match for a couple of English 
troopers.

Scarcely had I spoken, how
ever, ere a red - coated soldier 
came spurring across the green
sward of the park, and over the 
iron-clamped drawbridge. Ho 
reined up in such haste that 
his horse’s hoofs slid deep into 
the gravel of the pathway, and 
he had hung himself to his feet 
and up the steps into the hall, 
almost ere we had realised his 
presence.

“ I carry you a m essage, 
colonel,” cried he, saluting the 
expectant Clutterbuck. “  The 
villagers at the park-gates tell 
me th at the Pretender rode 
hither some hours since, and 
that he has not yet set forth 
again.”

Then I did a thing which, 
even to the end of my days, I 
can only count as madness. I  
swung the colonel to one side of 
the hall and the trooper to the 
other, and I rushed from the 
oak-barred door, closing it with 
a slam behind me. I sprang to 
the horse outside, and would 
have turned its head to the 
drawbridge again —  but in my haste I had for
gotten the twenty troopers. They had wit
nessed the manner of their comrade’s coming 
and the manner of my departure; and, being 
English and suspicious, they rushed with one 
accord to seize my bridle. I dashed my fist into 
the eyes of the nearest, and made vain endeavours 
to wrench my sword from its scabbard. But 
roy exertions proved futile, for they were upon 
roe in numbers too overwhelming. Had I but 
planted my horse’s hoofs upon the turf beyond, 
not all the English army should have reached 
roe sooner than I had reached the grey old Canon

Gate. Yet, here I was, hemmed in on every side, 
with the drawbridge itself slowly rising.

Just in the nick of time to save my skin, the 
hall door opened, and Colonel Clutterbuck ap
peared at the head of the steps. He burst into 
hoarse, pot-house laughter as he realised my 
predicament, and bellowed to his sergeant to 
bring me hither. '

“ By my faith, Captain Macintyre,” cried he, 
“ had I but your sinews and your courage, 'twere 
commander of His Majesty’s army I should surely 
be. But had I* your diplomacy, too, I  fear me I

should have swung on a bough ere this.”
“ That will you do without my diplomacy,” I 

returned, hotly.
“ Nay, sir,” said he, in tone less mocking, “ you 

are scarcely wise in your retort. You have made 
a bold attempt to escape, and—have failed. That 
you make not such another attempt, I fain must 
place you on your word of honour.”

“ Yon choose the only method wliich’ is likely to 
hold me,” I said, coldly.

“ Not so,” he replied, with significant gesture, 
“ I  choose the one which I deem would be most 
pleasing to a Scottish gentleman. There are

**i bwt.:g titt. colonel t o  one bide or t h 7  hall a n d  t h e  trooper
TO THE OTHER.”
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other methods of detention which are not the 
less more efficacious."

I stepped into the hall again, where Carnegie 
grasped uny hand in silence. He himself was 
bowed with some illness, which rendered him 
useless as a man of action.

“ I pledge you my word of honour that I will 
make no other attempt,” I said sharply, turning to 
Clutterbuck.

He bowed with an amused smile.
“ There is a certain amount of courtesy usually 

displayed under the circumstances,” he remarked, 
“ which so far I have failed to observe.”

“ Then I make bold to suggest that you observe 
it in the future,” I retorted, for my anger was hot, 
and his graciousness was more than I had 
expected or deserved. He laughed out
right this time.

“ I refuse to quarrel, Captain Macintyre,” 
said he ; “ I fear me that I might feel that 
grip upon my shoulder again.” He turned 
to his sergeant with set face.
“ Sergeant Orendon,” he ordered,
“ you will file six troopers into the 
Manor without delay.”

Carnegie and. I stood by the 
library door in silence 
utter and com plete.
For my own part, I  felt 
sick at heart when 1 
realised that my rash
ness had perchance sac
rificed Prince Charlie 
to this English cole nel.
I could only hope tliat 
his hiding place— God 
grant it might be se
cure 1 —  would remain 
u n d isco ve re d  until 
Lochiel — anxious for 
our return, sent forth a 
troop to escort us to 
the palace again. A t 
any rate— and I gritted 
my teeth as I thought 
it — C h arles  S tu a rt  
should only be taken 
over the body of Mac
intyre of Macintyre.

The six troopers, 
their burnished scab
bards trailing over the 
stone flags of the floor, 
filed into the hall and 
stood at attention be
fore us. Clutterbuck drew his sword and faced 
Carnegie.

”  Sir Thomas Carnegie,” he said, gravely, “ you

have heard the message that my sentry carries, 
and know yourself what truth may be therein. In 
the name of His Majesty, I ask you, on the honour 
of a Scotch nobleman, if Charles Edward Stuart 
be concealed in Scardray Manor 1 ”

“ Were it not more to the point to search 1 ” said 
I, mainly to give Sir Thomas time to consider his 
reply. Colonel Clutterbuck wheeled round on me, 
his face paling with anger.

“  By my faith 1 ” he cried, “ are you bent on 
making me regret that I have treated you as 
ah officer and a gentleman 1 ”

Then Sir Thomas Carnegie looked across at 
the officer from England, and in my heart, I knew 
that he would forswear himself, *to save the boy

whose father he loved. 
But ere he could reply, 
a laughing voice turned 
all our eyes to the stair
case.

“  Charles Edw ard 
Stuart saves you the 
honour of confessing, 
Sir Thomas, and places 
himself upon the leni
ency of Colonel Cl utter- 
buck, of the K in g ’s 
Light Dragoons.”

The troopers stiffened 
their backs ; Clutter- 
buck’s hilt flew to his 
forehead. For on the 
topmost stair stood a 
gallaut arrayed in all 
the finery of his day ; 
w ith  shining silken 
hose ; with powdered 
hair falling in a queue 
upon his shoulders. A 
merry light sprang to 
his eyes as the colonel 
raised his sword. He 
‘swung his feathered 
hat to the ground with 

, courtly obeisance. 
“ Y o u r  Highness,” 

sa id  Clutterbuck in 
low tones, “ I beg you 
to believe that had I 
been aware of your 
presence here, I would 
h a v e  m arched my 
twenty men on Edin 
burgh its e lf, rather 
t h a n  on Scardray 

Manor. As it is, fate has thrown you into my 
hands, and my duty as a soldier points out the 
only course I may possibly pursue. I must detain

BUT ERE HE COULD REPLY, A LAUGHING VOICE TURNED 
OUR EYES TO THE STAIRCASE.
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von here for this one night, and deliver you to
morrow morning into the hands of General Cope, 
who, even now, is .marching westward from 
Dunbar.”

“ I tender you my sword, Colonel Clutterbuck,” 
came the soft reply, “ and am proud to leave it in 
such good keeping. I  would also offer you the 
word of Charles Edward Stuart, that he place 
himself upon parole, as Sir Thomas Carnegie 
and Captain Macintyre have done.”

I stood silent in the halt in a state of bewilder
ment such a3 I have never experienced before or 
since. General Cope was marching on Edinburgh 
six days ere he was expected—probably in haste 
and taking such precautions as would prevent 
tidings reaching Holyrood Palace. Yet, even this 
surprise was rendered as naught by one greater 
and more totally unexpected ; and above it a 
tender, surging love which had sprung to my 
heart that very day, and had increased ten-fold 
in one brief moment For the 
gallant on the staircase was Mis
tress Marjorie Carnegie!

* * * *

Having readied this point of 
my story, where danger to Prince 
Charlie was for the m om ent 
averted, I feel somewhat loth to 
proceed, for fear that I may but 
indifferently relate th e  p art in 
which I, myself, was not actually 
concerned, and did not actually 
witness. For whilst the manor was 
wrapped in the darkness of the 
night, and whilst silence reigned 
supreme, save for the heavy tread 
of the sentinels below, Marjorie’s 
ready wit had again conceived the 
only solution to the difficulty in 
which we were each one placed, 
and her courage was already 
putting the idea into execution.
For her own part, she will tell 
me nothing of what occurred, 
and I fain must imagine how 
she crept to the unguarded stables 
below, that she might saddle her 
horse to ride to Holyrood Palace ; 
how she rounded the whispering, 
moonlit glen in terror such as man 
himself need not be ashamed to 
confess ; how the way seemed endless, and the 
shadows of the roadside yet blacker with grim 
highwaymen ; how she paused, irresolute, as she 
faced the Hunter’s Bog, preferring instead to skirt 
the Salisbury Crags ; and how she arrived, weary 
and bruised, at the Palace gates, where Fergusson

was captain of the guard. To this day, il is my 
delight to hear Fergusson tell, the story of her 
coming. Bonnet in hand, he conducted her to 
Murray and Cameron, where, ’tween whispers and 
sobs, she spoke of Cope’s advance, and the danger 
of Charlie—and Macintyre.

“ ’Fore Heaven! ” roared Murray, “ is Macintyre 
a man, that he sends a woman on an errand such 
as this ? ”

Then Marjorie’s eyes flashed, and the colour 
mounted to her cheeks as she told how Macintyre 
had flung the colonel to the grey flags of the hall, 
and had made his dash into the midst of twenty 
stalwart troopers. Murray listened with the grim 
smile which seems to lose itself in the sternness of 
bis eyes.

“ I had sooner be Duncan Macintyre this 
moment,” said he, “ than wear the crown of 
twenty kingdoms.”

A flash of silver light was paling the horizon of 
the east, when the gallant Lochiel, with forty of 
his chosen clansmen, marched out to Scardray 
Manor. Despite the fact that Murray would fain 
have detained her, Mistress Marjorie insisted on 
accompanying the party, urging that she could
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lead t^em into the park by a little-known route 
and thus avoid meeting Clutterbuck’s outpost- 
guards. So, with the dawn, the Highlanders came 
stealing1 through the trees, and had passed the 
drawbridge into the courtyard ere the alarm was 
raised. To this day, I cannot refrain from think
ing that Clutterbuck was right pleased to see 
Cameron take possession, though he blustered 
mightily, and spoke with jeering tongue of “ forty 
against twenty.” His great red moustache curled 
more ferociously than ever ; yet the humorous 
twinkle in his eyes plainly belied the roughness 
of his words.

We stood in the hall again; he and I and 
Cameron, with Carnegie smiling grimly by the 
doorway.

“ His Highness should be down ere now,” quoth 
Lochiel in pleasant tone. Even 
as he spoke, Charlie sauntered 
easily from the gallery above, 
handsome and debonnaire, in the 
uniform of his Guards. We raised 
our swords to the salute ; only 
Clutterbuck made no sign. He 
stood towering and erect; his legs 
extended ; his arms folded on his 
chest.

“ I’fa ith !” he exclaimed cy
nically, “ Prince Charlies would 
seem to be as plentiful in Scardray 
Manor as the berries on the hedge
rows outside.”

“ Yet not so easily plucked,"

retorted Charlie with 8, laugh. He bowed low as 
Marjorie stepped from the library, and she, curt
seying in his direction, turned to the colonel with 
shyness in her eyes.

“ Sir,” she said in low’ tones, “ I  would beg you 
to forgive my deception, and to remember that 
it was only enacted to save Prince Charlie, who 
stands first in the heart of every true Scotch
woman to-day !”

Clutterbuck stared down at her in amazement; 
then glanced to the staircase again. For a moment 
he made no reply, so great was his astonishment 
— and, perchance, his admiration. We, with our 
points to the raftered ceiling, stood around in 
silence. I noticed that the smilfc had even faded 
from Charlie’s eyes, and that the knuckles of his 
hand grew white as ivory, as he gripped the 

balustrade by hi3 side. The Eng
lish officer drew himself to his 
extreme height. His face was a 
picture to witness.

“ ’Fore God !” he said softly; 
“ if Charles Stuart have many ad
herents so sweet and loyal as 
Mistress Marjorie Carnegie, then 
Heaven send him to the throne 
of England right quickly ! ”

He drew his heels together 
with a click, and swinging his 
sword from its scabbard, he raised 
it to the peak of his helmet.

“ God save the King of Scot
land ! ” cried he.

'OOD SAVE THE KING OP SCOTLAND, '

/



E D IT O R ,— You published 
the account of our cricket 
match, I am glad to see, 
and a good thing for you 
that you did. The Sultan 
of Turkey was going to 

call on you if you hadn’t. Since then we’ve 
been having our athletic sports, and I think 
— mind, I only say I think— you would be 
"ise in publishing them too. Anyhow, our 
old man was sharpening up his brickbat this 
morning. . And let me tell you our athletic 
sports are far better than any you ever saw. 
They are ar
ranged entirely 
according to 
the weather. If 
it is wet w e 
have a q u a tic  
sports, such as 
"ashing, mang- 

. 1:nS. gargling, 
and so f o r t h  

• (m a n g 1 i n g ’s 
c a p ita l  fun), 
and if dry we 
have the other 
kind. T h i s  
time it was dry, 
so we had the 
other kind. It

was some time beforj we could select an 
umpire on whom we could rely, but a blind 
beggar with a barrel organ coming along 
just in the nick of time, we elected him on 
the ground that he was entirely unbiassed, 
and could play music all the time. He de
manded ios. 6d. for his services, and we gave 
him that amount, with ios. off as entrance fee 
and 6d. discount. We began with a High 
Jump, but the competition was so keen and the 
jumping so good that a number of the com
petitors are still in the air, and we cannot arrive 
at a verdict until they come down. Distance

Jumping is a 
s p e c ia lity  of 
ours. We go 
forward by gra
dations, so as 
to give every
body a chance. 
We try them  
first at theHun- 
d re d  Y a r d s ’
J um p; thence 
we go  to the 
Quarter M ile  
and then to the 
H a l f  M i l e  
H a n d i c a p ,  
w h ich  is so- 
called because •WJiliM THE PISTOL WAS FIBED BEHIND THE Hi HEADS THEY ALL STARTED.
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the previous winners are handicapped by having 
weights attached to their legs, by being made 
fast to trees, and by having their heads en
cased in bags of lard, etc., etc. When the pistol 
was fired behind their heads they all started, and 
it would have made you cry with laughter to see 
them dodging the stones and brickbats show
ered upon them by their friends, who likewise 
encouraged them by the application of sticks to 
their backs and sides; and what with the 
shrieks of the competitors, the shouts and cries 
of the spectators, and the music of the umpire, 
who was placidly playing “ Rock me to sleep, 
mother ” in the very middle of the course, the 
spectacle was at once soothing and exhilarating.

so good, and the hits so numerous, that he must 
have been much pleased. '

The H urdle Race.— A  most amusing com
petition. The great difficulty was to dispose of 
the hurdles, and we had a display of nearly 
every style now in vogue among athletes. Some 
wore them round the neck as collars, others put 
them on like trousers, while others again held 
them in their teeth, and thus armed they rushed 
into the crowd of spectators, scattering them 
right and left and causing immense havoc. 
Men fell down and were trampled into the 
ground, ladies were impaled on the hurdles, and 
fainted, and all was delirious joy.

The Sack Race was a  failure. It took a long

TFE GTO AND PUNT &AC&.

After this we had an interval of ten minutes, to 
allow the coroner’s jury to arrive at their verdict, 
which, as usual, was a long way off.

Throwing the Cricket B a ll.— This also show ed 
capital sport. The umpire was posted with his 
organ in a remote part of the ground, willingly 
on his part, on account of his having got mixed 
up> with the last competition, and the com
petitors, all Well supplied with cricket balls, 
eagerly awaited the signal to begin. At the 
report of the pistol each aimed his ball with 
his full strength at the umpire, who notified the 
various hits in a very loud voice, which could 
be heard all over the field. During the progress 
of the competition, which was a very hot one, 
he stopped playing and began to cry, but it is 
difficult to make out why. The throwing was

time to get all the competitors into one sack, 
and when they were in they could not agree as 
to what they were to do next. The Sultan of 
Turkey recommended that they should all be 
thrown into the Bosphoms, but his suggestion 
was negatived, and it was agreed that they 
should stay as they were until our next merry 
meeting. The proceedings terminated with a 
Gig and P unt Race. This was a very uneven 
trial. The gig was a high-wheeled affair with a . 
powerful roan horse, and the punt was a very 
small affair with a powerful rowing man. The 
hprse was started by rattling a stick in a hat, 
and off he went at full gallop. The man in the 
punt wasn’t in it This seems odd. The horse 
won, but the gig was a good second. Next 
time the committee mean to put the man
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in the gig and the horse in the punt, which will 
make a much better match. After the horse 
had been caught and presented with the first 
prize, which was a photograph album, we all 
left the ground singing “ God save the Queen” 
to the tune of “  We won’t go Home till Morn

ing ” and returned to the asylum, where we 
supped lavishly and incessantly on a banquet 
of which I need only say that cockroaches 
fried in castor oil formed the piece de resist
ance. It is now late, and, oddly enough, I 
am far from well. '

H amilton W illiams.

U P S I D E  DOWN.
Bv a n  A m a t e u r  D i v e r .

I believe, by some remarkable process of 
Nature, every third male person is born a diver. 
Anyway, Whitstable is the place where divers 
mostly grow, and where I caught the tempta
tion to go a-diving myself. I should feel 
grateful to any obliging Anarchist who would 
blow up Whitstable to-morrow. "

I mentioned my desire to one or two old 
divers, who had permitted me to make their 
acquaintance in con
sideration of a suitable 
succession of drinks; 
but met with jeers and 
suspicion. I believe 
they were afraid of 
opposition in the busi
ness. But Whitstable 
never produced a diver 
that could put me off.
I took the royal road.
I bought a diving dress 
for myself— how much 
1 paid I shall not say 
here, for why should 
an u n sym p a th e tic  
world m easu re  my 
lunacy by pounds, 
shillings, and pence ?
—  especially as that 
would make rather a 
long measurement of 
it. Never mind what 
I paid. I got the 
dress, and I also got 
permission to go down 
and amuse myself on a sunken coasting vessel, 
lying off ShoeburyneSs.

It was a very noble diving-suit, and the new 
indiarubber squeaked musically as I moved, and 
smelt very refreshing. There was a shield
shaped plate, rather like a label on a decanter, 
hanging on my chest, that would have looked 
more complete with “  Whiskey,” or some other

similar inscription, on i;. .There was a noble 
metal collar— about thirty-two, the size would 
have been, on the usual scale. I had also a 
very fetching red night-cap, while my helmet 
was a terror to all beholders. I don’t mind 
confessing to a certain amount of discomfort 
while they were building me up in this dress—  
partly due to a vivid imagination. The helmet 
made me think of the people in the story who

put h o t-p o ts  on the 
heads o f strangers, and 
I seem ed  s tif lin g  at 
once. What if I were 
unpacked at last from 
this smelly integument 
— a corpse ? But this 
was unmanly and un
diverlike. There wasn’t 
much comfort to be got 
out of the leaden shoes 
— try a pair for yourself 
and see— but when all 
was re a d y  I m ade a 
shift to get overboard 
and down the ladder 
provided. It was not 
a g r e a t  d e a l of th e  
outer world that I could 
see through my win
dows, and I hung on 
to th a t la d d e r  w ith  
something of a desper
ate clutch. When at last 
the water stretched away 
level around my win

dows, then, I confess, I hesitated for a 
moment. But I made the next step with a 
certain involuntary blink, and I was under 
water. All the heaviness— or most of it— had 
gone out of my feet, and all my movements 
partook of a curiously easy yet slowish character. 
It looked rather dark below me, and I tried to 
remember the specific gravity of the human
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body in figures by way of keeping jolly. At the 
top of my helmet the air escape valve bubbled 
genially, and I tried to think of myself as 
rather a fine figure of a monster among the fish, 
with a plume of bubbles waving over my head. 
You do think of trivial things on certain 
cheerful occasions. Remember Fagin in the 
dock, for instance.

It was not as long as it seemed before I was 
on the wreck, and down below in the nearest 
hold. Regular professionals had already been 
at work, and access to different parts of the ship 
had been made easy. Now, in this big hold 
was an immense number of barrels, stood on end 
and packed tightly together— barrels of oil, to 
judge from externals. I tried to move one, but 
plainly they were all jammed tightly together, 
and not one would shift. I took the light axe 
with which I had furnished myself, using it 
alternately as wedge and lever, and at last felt 
the barrel move. I had certainly loosened it, 
and pulled up the axe with the intention of 
trying to lift the barrel, when I was suddenly 
engulfed in an awful convulsion, as of many 
earthquakes in a free fight. The world was 
a mob of bouncing oil-barrels, which hit me 
everywhere as I floundered in intricate somer
saults, and finally found myself staggering at 
the bottom of the hold, and staring at the roof 
whereunto all the barrels were sticking, like 
balloons, absolutely blocking up the hatchway 
above me.

What was this? Some demoniac practical 
joke of friends inhabiting this awful green sea

about me ? Were they grinning at me from the 
corners of the hold ? or had some vast revolution 
in the ways of Nature taken place in a second, 
and the law of gravity been reversed ? It was 
not at all warm down there, but I perspired 
violently. Then a notion- flashed upon me. 
Those barrels must have been empty. Jammed 
together, they stayed below, of course, but once 
the jam was loosened, they would fly at once 
towards the surface. Then I thought more. I 
had been an ass. Of course, those barrels 
would do as they had done, even were they full 

' of oil. Oil floats on water, as everybody should 
know. They might be either full or empty, it 
didn’t matter a bit. I had-forgotten that I wa4 
moving in a different element from the air I was 
used to, where barrels of oil did not incontinently 
fly up into space without warning. Obviously, 
I had made a fool of myself, but I had some 
comfort in the reflection that there was nobody 
about to see it. Then it came upon me 
suddenly that I would rather have someone 
there after all, for I was helpless! Those 
horrible barrels were having another jam in the 
hatchway now', and my retreat was cut off 
entirely. Here I was like a rat in a cage, boxed 
in on every side. My communication-cord and 
my air-pipe led up between the barrels to outer 
safety ; hut what of that ? I perspired again. 
Why did I ever make a submarine Guy Fawkes 
of myself, and thus go fooling about, where I 
had no business, at the end of a flexible gas- 
pipe ? If I could have dated myself back an 
hour at that moment, I believe I should have

I HAD CERTAINLY LOOSENED IT.
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changed my mind about going in for this amuse
ment. At this, I began thinking about trivial 
things again— how, paraphrasing a certain defini
tion of angling, diving might be described as 
matter of a pipe at one end and something 
rather worse than a fool at the other. I deter
mined, if ever I got out alive, to fire off that 
epigram at the earliest possible moment— so 
here it is.

I made an effort, pulled myself together, and 
determined on heroic measures. My axe lay 
near, and, with a little groping, I found it, I 
would hew my way out of this difficulty through 
the side of the vessel. I turned on the inoffen
sive timbers at my side and hacked away 
viciously— with, I really fancy, a certain toilch 
of that wild, stern, unholy joy that anyone feels 
who is smashing somebody else’s property with 
no prospect of having to pay for it. Every boy 
with a catapult, who lives near an empty house, 
will understand the feeling I mean— especially 
if the empty house has a large conservatory.

The timbers were certainly stout. The work 
was a bit curious to the senses— the axe feeling 
to work with a deal more dash and go than the 
arm that directed it. At any rate, the exercise 
was pretty hard. Any millionaire in want of ah - 
excellent, healthy, and expensive exercise should 
try chopping his way through the sides of ships 
— it will do him a world of good, and will be as 
expensive as anybody could possibly desire. 
After a while I found that I had well started a 
plank, and, once through, chopping away round 
the hole was not so difficult. Still, when I had

made a hole big enough to get through, I did 
not feel by any means as fresh as I had done 
when first that horrible copper pot was screwed 
down over my head.

I squeezed through the hole, and at the first 
step I had ever made on the sea bottom, I came 
a savage and complicated cropper over my 
communication cord. I got up, but as I 
stepped clear of the cord, a frightful conviction 
seized my mind that I was a bigger fool than I 
had ever given mySelf credit for being. What in 
the world was the good of getting out through 
the side of the vessel when that communication- 
cord— my only means of signalling— and that 
air-pipe— my only means of submarine life—  
led up through the boat itself and among those 
execrated oil-barrels ? Awful ! Awful ! I sat 
down helplessly on a broken rock and stared 
blankly through my windows. To weep would 
have been mere bravado, with so much salt water 
already about me. I tried to signal with the 
communication-cord, but it was caught some
where in that congregation of oil-barrels. It 
seemed to me all up, except myself, who was all 
down, with no prospect of ever rising in the 
world again. Shadowy forms came and went in 
the water about me, and I speculated desperately 
in how long or how short a time these sea- 
creatures would be having a dinner-party, with 
me as the chief attraction. I wondered, casually, 
whether the indiarubber would agree with them, 
and hoped that it would not. Then I wondered 
what they would take for the indigestion, and I 
thought they would probably take each other—

Vol. iij.—g
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I  TOOK OFF MY LEADEN SHOEB. §

it’s their way, I believe. I was wandering on in 
this way, and had just feebly recollected that 
there was four pounds eight and something in 
my pockets above, which was a pity, because I 
might have spent it first, and that I owed my 
landlady fifteen-and-six, which was a good job, 
because it would compensate for that claret she 
said the cat drank, when an inspiration seized 
me— a great inspiration. I should probably 
have called out “ Eureka !” as did the venerable 
discoverer of that principle of specific gravity 
that had lately (literally) taken a rise out of me, 
if I had thought of it, but I didn’t, which was 
fortunate, because it is rather a chestnut after 
all. This was my notion— a desperate one, but 
still one with hope in it. I would shut off the 
air-escape valve on my helmet, so that the air 
being pumped in would inflate my indiarubber 
dress like a bladder. Then I would cut my 
air-pipe and communication-cord, stuffing the 
pipe and tying it as best I could, take off my 
leaden shoes, and rise to the surface triumph
antly, like an air-cushion, or, say, an oil-barrel. 
Specific gravity having taken a rise— all the 
rise— out of me, I would proceed to take a 
rise out of specific gravity— a great, glorious, 
and effective rise to the upper world. No 
office-boy on promotion ever looked forward 
to his rise with more hope than I to mine. It 
was a desperate expedient certainly ; but what 

' else could I do ?
I took off one leaden shoe and loosened the 

other, ready to kick away. I shut the escape- 
valve. I cut the cord with my axe on the rock

I had been sitting on, and then, when the air 
had blown out my dress to most corpulent pro
portions, I took the decisive stroke. I  chopped 
through the air-pipe. I stuffed it as well as 
possible, and tied it in some sort o f a knot; 
it was very stiff— in a great hurry, and then—  
I kicked off the leaden shoe.

Never, never, never— even if I live on Jupiter 
after this planet is blown to shivers— shall I 
forget the result of my forlorn dodge. I kicked 
off the shoe, as I have said, and, in an instant, 
the whole universe of waters turned upside 
down and swirled away beyond my head. In 
sober fact I  had turned, upside down— as I 
might have known I should- do, if only I hadn’t 
been a bigger fool than ever.

O f course, the moment my leaden shoes 
went *daum came my copper head-pot, being 
my heaviest part, and up went my feet. I 
had a pretty quick rise, certainly, but I prefer 
not to recall my feelings during the rush. I 
can quite understand now why a rise in the 
world makes some people giddy. All that I 
had before felt of amazement and horror, I now 
felt multiplied by fifty and squeezed into about 
two seconds, so that they felt like ten hours. 
Up through that awful water and those moving 
shadows I went, feeling that I was in reality 
held still like a man in a nightmare. When at 
last I stopped, I felt that it was but a matter of 
moments, and the air would leak away through 
that cut tube, and I should go down again, still 
head under, for the last time, to die in that

I  HAD TURNED UPSIDE DOWN.
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rrbly combination of mackintosh and copper 
kettle: also I felt choking, stifling, when—  
something had me roughly by the ankle, and I 
was dragged, a wretched rag of misplaced am
bition, into a boat. The appearance of my legs 
sticking out above water caused intense amuse
ment among the boat’s crew— a circumstance 
which probably ought to have . gratified me, 
although it didn’t. ■ .

I have little more to add, except that I 
shudder to this day whenever I see an acrobat

standing on his head, because it is so remindful. 
But, if anybody is thinking of going in for 
diving, by way of placid enjoyment, I shall be 
delighted to treat with him for the sale and 
purchase of a most desirable diving-dress in 
unsoiled condition, cut in the most fashionable 
style, with a fascinating copper helmet and 
commodious collar, and a neat label for the 
chest. The shoes will not be included in the 
bargain, having been inadvertently left in a 
damp place. '
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THE BIGGEST ENGINE ON THE NORTH EASTERN RAIL WAT

The Photographs by F, Moore.

T he engine shown in the illustration at the top 
of this page is one of the North Eastern Hallway 
Company’s biggest iron steeds, this and the 
Highland Railway being the only lines in 
Great Britain that at present use engines with 
six coupled wheels for hauling fast passenger 
trains. Of course, the North Western Company 
employ engines having no less than eight coupled 
wheels to work some specially heavy goods trains, 
bat then it must be remembered that these 
do not run at anything like the speed attained by 
the huge North Eastern fliers. In the United 
States, however, six 
and even, e igh t- 
wheels coupled pas
senger expresses are 
considered n o th in g  
out of the ordinary.
These fine N. E. R. 
giants, weighing, in 
working order, over 
a hundred tons, arc 
the heaviest engines 
in the country, but 
in spite of their huge 
size they can show a ..X3 5
very clcau pair of

heels, so to 3pCak. The ten engines of this class 
work some of the heaviest trains in this country, 
and think nothing, as it were, of hauling twenty- 
two loaded carriages, weighing from 350 to (some
times nearly) 400 tons for over a hundred miles 
without a stop, at a uniform speed of fifty-three 
miles an hour. All these engines have cylinders 
20ins. in diameter, with a 2(im. stroke, and were 
built at Gateshead works from the designs of Mr. 
Wilson Warsdall, the locomotive superintendent 
of the line.

If you look carefully at the pictures at the top

’X "  AND HER SISTERS WORK SOME OF THE HEAVIEST TRAIN'S ON THE 
LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY. -
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*  POWERFUL COUPLED EXPRESS ENGINE ON THE GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY-
Note the room ; cab and brightly polished dome. .

of this and tlie next page you will notice tk&t both 
these engines are fitted with large roomy shelters 
for their drivers. “ C ab” is the railway term for 
these shelters, which nowadays are built over the 
foot-plates of most engines to shield the drivers 
and firemen from storm and rain, to say nothing 
of the ordinary rush of passing air. In the early 
days of railroad travelling the men in charge of 
the locomotives were afforded no shelter whatever. 
After a time, however, it became usual to allow 
the men the shelter obtained by small upright 
“ weather-boards,” which, if the truth must be told, 
were not much of an improvement on the former 
method, as in those days there was a general idea 
prevalent that it was a mistake to make railway- 
men too comfortable, lest they should become 
sleepy and in some "way neglect their duties.

Even at the present time the average locomotive 
cab will not bear comparison, so far as luxury 
goes, with the roughest third-class accommodation, 
as anyone will tell you who has ever undergone 
the experience of a ride on a locomotive’s foot
plate. But even riding on a locomo
tive is sometimes preferable tomissing 
important engagements. At any rate,
•1 udge Gye of the Hampshire County 
Court Circuit appears to think so.

A few months past, while changing 
at Havant, on his way to conduct 
a court at Petersfield, His Honour 
missed the train through its leaving 
from an unaccustomed platform. The 
next ordinary train was not timed 
to leave Havant for two hours, and 
that meant an unduly long wait for 
litigants and others having business 
at the Petersfield Court. ‘Judge Gye 
therefore ordered a special train, but 
when it arrived it was found to 
consist of a locomotive only. The

judge, however, took his 
stand by the side of the 

i engine-driver, the “ special” 
steam ed out, and H is 
Honour arrived at Peters
field a little grimy, but in 
time to open the court at 
the usual hour.

Our second illustration 
„ shows one of Mr. Aspinall’s 

twenty giant engines which 
were built last year at the 
H orw ich  works of the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Railway. The two coupled 
driving w heels are just 

. 7ft. 3ins. in diameter, which 
is really a very big size—quite as large, in fact, as 
that of many “ single drivers.” These huge loco
motives have been specially designed with a view 
to working the heaviest express trains on the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire system ; and, in fact, 
for many months past the Horwich works have 
been strained to their utmost capacity in turning 
out new locomotives, passenger carriages, and 
goods wagons, in order to cope with the all-round 
increase of traffic. Never before in its history, it 
is said, have the prospects of the once despised 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Company been so rosy 
as they are at the present time. Some idea of the 
populous district served by this line can be ob
tained by taking a large scale map of the North 
of England and drawing a forty-mile radius from 
the centre of Manchester. The total population 
of the various busy towns that will be found inside 
this circle is far in excess of the number of people 
living within forty miles of and including London. 
The giant engines of the £l 1,400” class on the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway are used for

ONE OF MR. ABPINALL'S GIANT LOCOMOTIVES ON THE LANCASHIRE AND YORK
SHIRE RAILWAY TAKING WATER WHILST RUNNING AT FULL SPEED.

I
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V A BIG GREAT NORTHERN EXPRESS LOCOMOTIVE.
In some respects this rcremblcs an American*style of engine.

running heavy main line trains at high rates of 
speed, besides taking part of the enormous seaside 
traffic to and from the great Lancashire pleasure 
resorts. Another of our illustrations shows one 
of these magnificent engines running at full speed 
with an important passenger train behind her. 
Just at this point she is replenishing her supply 
of water from the troughs laid between the rails.

Since the days when broad-gauge engines of the 
“ Lord of the Isles ” class drew all the principal 
expreases on the Great Western Railway, Mr. 
Dean, the present locomotive superintendent of 
the line, has designed some very striking engines 
for different classes of railway work. The tradi
tions of the Great Western have always been in 
favour of express engines propelled by a single 
pair, of driving wheels, but during the past few 
years some of the heavier passenger traffic has 
been worked by “ coupled” engines. Judging

from our illustration most readers will agree that 
this example of Mr. Dean’s “ coupled * engines has 
a very sturdy appearance. The wheels are almost 
hidden from view by the framework of the engine, 
but its most noticeable features are probably the 
roomy cab (which has already been referred to) 
with its side windows and the raised Belpaire 
fire-box, which stands up considerably higher than 
the top of the boiler. This necessitates the driver 
and fireman standing on a specially raised plat
form in order to keep an efficient look-out.

The illustration at the top of this page is repro
duced from a striking photo of one of the very 
few British-built engines constructed somewhat on 
American principles. Until Mr. Ivatt became 
locomotive superintendent of the Great Northern 
Railway some few years past, all the fast trains on 
this line were worked by one very characteristic 
type of express engine, which has been illustrated

i rI

I

" JUBILEE," A BISTER OF THF. "IRO N  DUKE," WHICH DESCRIBED IN THIS ARTICLE./ 
This cla ,s ol engine is tlic finest now running on tli* I.o.i'lou ami liorlli Western line.
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THIS IS ONE OF THE SMART-LOOKING EXPRESSES THAT WORK HEAVY TRAINS ON THE GREAT EASTERN LINE. 
This engine barns liquid oil as fuel Instead of coal.

and described in previous articles. Mr. Ivatt, 
however, has been responsible for some very strik
ing innovations in the locomotive history of the 
Great Northern Railway. The engine here illus
trated is one of his largest and most recently 
constructed expresses, and was built at the com
pany’s locomotive works at Doncaster. In certain 
respects the^eDgines of this class somewhat re
semble the Lancashire and Yorkshire ten-wheelers 
just described ; but, whereas the latters cylinders 
are placed inside the engine frames, hidden away 
from view under the smoke - box, the Great 
Northern engine’s outside cylinders are patent to 
everyone. Moreover, the driving-wheels of these 
engines are only 6ft. Bins, in diameter, against the 
7ft. 3in. coupled wheels of the Lancashire and 
Yorkshire fliers.

The locomotive department of the London and 
Northwestern Railway has long been noted for 
the remarkable engines which from time to time 
have been built at Crewe works. Ten years ago, 

, or so, the “ Greater Britain ” and her sister engines 
were attracting a good deal of attention in railway 
circles. Now, however, these engines have had to 
climb down from their distinguished position 
so to speak, in order to make room for the latest 
Crewe giants— the “ Iron Duke ” and her sisters. 
Like so many North Western engines, they are 
built to work on the compound system, though 
not, in this instance, on Mr. Webb’s famous three- 
cylinder principle. In the “  Iron Duke ” class of 
locomotives, the steam is first used to work the 
two “ high-pressure” cylinders, and then, before 
it is finally allowed to escape, used over again in

VOU HAVE PROBABLY HEARD A GOOD DEAD LATELY ABOUT THE GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY AND ITS NEW LINE- TO LONDON 
AND WAR NEWSPAPER SPECIALS. THIS IS THE TYPE OF ENGINE THAT WORKS M 1ST OF THE PRINCIPAL TRAINS.
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THE MO&T FAMOUS ENGINE ON THE CALEDONIAN RAILWAY— 
THE 4( BUNALASTAIR.”  l

the two “ low-pressure ” ones. Tliere are, of 
course, quite a number of different systems on 
which “ compound ” locomotives are designed ; 
but this is a subject that may be fully described 
in some future article dealing more with the 
working of modern locomotives.

The “ Iron Duke,” during her short career, has 
already performed some very creditable railway 
records—at any- rate, so far as the North Western 
line is concerned.

For instance, in June last this engine made a 
record run when taking the special train con
veying the members of the Institute of Royal 
Engineers on the occasion of their visit to Crewe 
works. The train weighed just 339 tons 5c\vt... and

the journey of 159 miles from 
London to Crewe was covered in 
three hours and ten minutes.

What, however, is most note
worthy in connection with this 
smart piece of work is, despite 
the weight of the train and the 
high rate of speed maintained, the 
small amount of coal consumed. 
On the down journey, 3 tons 2cwt 
of coal were burned; and on the 
return to London from Crewe, only 
-2 tons 6£cwt.

The saving of coal effected by 
“  compound ” engines is, of course, 
one of the chief arguments used 
by engineers who advocate this 
type of locomotive, though whether 
it is sufficient to repay for certain 
other disadvantages is a question 
we may well leave alone to be 
fought out between the partisans 
of “ compound” and “ simple” en
gines. Rut when one remembers 
that every pound of coal burned 
by every engine on the line is 
duly recorded in the books of the 

locomotive department, and that* the North 
Western’s coal bill for the latter half of 1899 
alone amounted to £ 311,091, it will be readily 
seen that the saving of what may be contemptu
ously spoken of as a few odd pounds of coal on 
each engine may make a very appreciable differ
ence to the shareholders’ dividends at the end 
of the year.

There is not very much space left to describe 
the engines illustrated in the last four pictures in 
this article, though they are specially interesting 
as some very typical types of modern railroad 
giants.

The new “ single ” express engines recently de
signed by Mr. James Holden, the locomotive

A REMARKABLE LOCOMOTIVE, USED FOR W ORELS'a FAST TIULS'S OH THE LONDON AMD SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY.

/



GIANTS OF THE RAILROAD. 53

superintendent of tlie Great Eastern Railway, to 
work the London-Cromer service, and other long
distance trains, are, without doubt, some of the 
smartest-looking engines now running in this 
country, with their bright livery of blue and red, 
and polished copper chimney-riuis. *

The very neat-looking tender attached .to engine 
“ No. 10” (shown in our illustration), is accounted 
for by the fact that petroleum tanks take the 
place of a locomotive’s usual fuel— coal. This is 
only another instance of the economy practised on 
our great railway systems.

Many years past now, it was found that large 
amounts of valuable oil were every year allowed to 
escape with less costly refuse discharged from 
Stratford works. Attention was attracted to this 
state of affairs, and soon many clever brains were 
hard at work endeavouring to see if it could be 
remedied.

At length the difficulty was solved by the adop
tion of Mr. Holden’s invention for burning liquid 
oil as fuel in locomotives. By this means the 
petroleum that once upon a time used to be 
allowed to run to waste is now used to a very 
good purpose.

We have heard so much lately about the Great 
Central Railway and its extension to London that 
no article would be complete without some men
tion of the engines that do most of the heavy 
express work on this line. There is, however, 
nothing particularly striking in their design, as is 
llte case with some of the others already referred 
to ; but they are specially interesting as being 
very fine examples of a class of locomotive that 
seems to find much favour with engineers on most 
of the large lines—namely, a four-coupled express 
with leading “ bogie.” These Great Central

' i f

A dvance

engines were all designed by Mr. Harry Pollitt, 
the locomotive superintendent of the line, an,d 
have 7ft. driving-wheels, and cylinders 18iins. 
by 26ins. .

A  few years ago there was probably no more 
famous engine at work in Great Britain than the 
“ Dunalastair ” of the Caledonian Railway, which 
is the subject of one of our illustrations. There 
are now quite a large number of engines of this 
class at work in Scotland, though some of those 
more recently built, are a little larger in some 
respects than the earlier engines. These engines 
work all the West Coast corridor trains from 
Carlisle to the North, and with trains weighing 
often nearly 350 tons, have no difficulty in 
mounting the famous Beattock summit, which is 
no less than 4,015ft. high. -

Our last picture w'ell portrays what the biggest 
South Western engine looks like. It is the 
outcome of the genius of Mr. Drummond, the 
locomotive superintendent of the line, and is 
particularly interesting in many respects from an 
engineering point of view. It  has four cylinders, 
each loins, by 26ins., and two independent driving- 
wheels— not coupled,” as they appear at first
sight. The two cylinders working the leading 
pair of driving-wheels are out of view in our illus
tration, but the two outside ones (one of which is 
shown in our picture) operate the rear pair of 
drivers. As will be noticed, the tender runs on 
eight wheels instead of six, as is generally the 
rule in this country, and the wheels are arranged 
in two “ bogies”— so as to go round curves more 
easily. This huge tender carries no less than 
4,300 gallons of water. What a difference com
pared with the ten gallons that were thought 
sufficient for George Stephenson’s “ Rocket” ]

A.TSrtiTH.



OM R on, let’s get out of this ; 
-  I ’ve had enough.” And

Ronald Steel took my arm 
and led me, not unwill
ingly, from the circus tent.

“ I never saw such a 
show ! ” he exclaimed with 

disgust, as we walked back to the school. It 
was, indeed, a poor display —  the riding was 
only medium, the performing ponies were a 
fraud, and the clowns were even more pitiable 
in their attempts to be funny than the average 
circus clown.

“ And that kid— the ‘ Little Wonder,’ or 
whatever they call him. They seem to think a 
mighty lot of him— Rut lie was the worst of the 
lot. Why, he funks the thing ; he doesn’t know 
half the tricks of trapezing. I believe 1 could 
do better myself,” said Ronald.

H e had been to Antonius Thompsonio’s 
International and Universal Exhibition and
Hippodrome— a title whose size was altogether 
too imposing for the very fifth-rate show it was 
intended to describe. It was one of the un
written laws o f our school that whenever a circus 
visited our sleepy little town the boys should be 
allowed to attend one of the performances, and 
the school’s visit to Antonius Thompsonio’s 
affair had been fixed for Thursday.

Now Steel, although a duffer at football, and 
something worse than a duffer at cricket, out
shone us all in the gymnasium, where he was 
most at home on the trapeze. This, indeed, 
was his hobby, and his long practice had made 
him a clever and brilliant performer. H e had 
seen Thompsonio’s “ Little Wonder ” announced 
in big letters, and, his interest being aroused, he 
was impatient to know what this circus trapezist 
could d o ; and as he and I were the two senior 
l>oys of our small school, enjoying some privi
leges denied tp the others, there was little

difficulty in getting leave from the Head to visit 
the first performance, instead of waiting for the 
school’s visit on the Thursday. We went, we 
were bored, and we came away without any 
desire to see it again.

I liked Ronald Steel— in fact, we all liked 
him. H e was no ordinary youth. His jnethod 
of doing things was to act first and think after
wards ; and he was at once the best natured 
and most reckless fellow I ever knew. H e was 
also never lacking in funds; his father was his 
bank, a post-card served as a cheque, and no 
application was dishonoured. Yet, remarkably 
enough, careless and good-natured as he was, 
he kept straight ; what might seem to have been 
the unwise indulgence of an over-fond parent 
was never abused by him, and of the numerous 
scrapes Ronald got into not a  single one had 
the suspicion of “ shadiness.”

And now let me tell of Ronald Steel’s most 
daring escapade. '

On the following Thursday, about midday', 
Steel and I were walking towards the town, and 
it happened that on our way was the field in 
which the circus had put up. We had passed 
this when we met a lad, whose reddened eyes 
told that he had been crying. H e looked as 
miserable and distressful a sight as a boy could 
look.

“  What’s the matter ? ” Steel asked, in his 
frank way. The boy looked surlily and with 
some suspicion at us, but the cheery manner 
in which the question was put seemed to assure 
him that we had no unkind motive in speaking 
to him. •

“  She’s dyin’, and ’e won’t let me go ’ome and 
see ’er,” he said, huskily. And his tears began 
to flow again.

“ Who’s ‘ she ’ ? " Steel asked.
“ My mother,” was the sad reply.
“  And who’s------? Why, Smith, do you see
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who it is ? ” said Steel to me, breaking off in 
surprise. “  It’s the ‘ Little Wonder ! ’ ” Then, 
addressing the boy again, he said : “  ‘ He 1 is 
vour master, I suppose ? ”

“ Yes, the ’ou n d ! I f  I was bigger, I ’d— I ’d 
kill ’im ! I don’t mind the knocking about so 
much ; I ’ve got used to that. But ’e might let 
me go and— and— see ’er,” he said. And it was 
not to his shame that sobs choked his voice.

“ But why don’t you go ? and be hanged to 
him ! I would— the beastly cad !”

“ I can’t ; I ain’t got no money— she’s in 
London. Besides, ’e’d ’alf kill me when I got 
back, and then sack me— then what would I 
do? I shall never see ’er agen.” And he looked 
away sadly. H e was a pathetic figure.

Steel did not 
speak for a mo
ment, but stood 
trying to think 
of a way to help 
the boy.

A s t h i n g s  
were at present, 
th e  W o n d e r  
mu s t  e i t h e r  
come back to 
th e  c i r c u s  
(which,  a fter 
all, was his only 
means of liveli
hood), or else 
most probably 
starve on the 
London streets, 
for, he said, he 
had no friends.
Neither  pros
pect w as i n 
v i t i n g ,  a n d  
Steel’s proposal 
formed an easy 
way out o f the difficulty. One of his frequent 
sayings was, “  The pater’ll do anything for me,” 
and relying on this assurance he made the 
Wonder an offer.

“ Here’s a sov.— that’ll take you to London 
and leave some over. When you need to work 
again, go down to my father’s place in Surrey, 
and he’ll give you a job on the farm or else 
amongst the stables— that is, if you like horses. 
How will that do ? ”

For a moment the W’onder, whose wits had 
been well sharpened by his contact with the 
rough side of the world, was inclined to be 
suspicious. Was it a school-boy trick the young 
gentleman was playing him ? H e looked at the 
piece of gold in his hand —  that was right 
enough ! He thought of the horses— he loved

horses; and he glanced keenly at Steel. No, 
there was no trickery. Then, when he felt 
quite sure that the offer was genuine, he was 
unable to express his delight. The prospect of 
seeing his mother before she died, and the 
chance of getting free from his cruel master, 
seemed almost too good to be possible, and 
whilst he was trying to find words with which to 
thank Steel, that youth seized him by the arm 
and said :—

“ Come on ! There’s a train soon, I believe,” 
and we hurried away.

It was a sad story of harsh and even brutal 
treatment which the Wonder had' to tell as we 
walked to the station— and Steel was not slow 
in expressing his anger in the strongest terms.

We had not long to wait for a train, and we 
saw the Wonder safely off, Steel giving him full 
instructions regarding the way to ' reach his

Surrey home.
“ Y o u  see, 

S mi t h , ”  said 
Steel, as we re
t ur ned to the 
school, “ it’ll be 
doing the kid a 
goo d  turn to 
get him out of 
the circus.”

“ Yes, but how 
will your pater 
like it ? ” I ven
tured to ask,  
doubtfully.

“  You don’t 
know m y p a 
ter,” he replied 
c o n  f  ident l y.  
“ It’ll be easy 
enough to make 
r o o m  in the 
stables for the 

Wonder, and dad ’ll do anything I ask him, 
especially this kind of thing. But, by Jove ! 
that circus chap must be a blackguard ! ”

“  He ought to be kicked,” I said. “  It would 
be a fine thing to show him up— write to the 
papers, or something.” Excepting a few angry 
exclamations at the brutality of Antonius, Steel 
said no more until we reached the school 
gate. There he thumped me on the back and 
chuckled.

“  That’ll do fine ! ” he said grinning.
“ Will i t ? ” I asked. “ A  little painful to me, 

perhaps ; but it’s pleasant to know that you’re 
satisfied. I can’t say I share your opinion.” 
I hoped that I spoke ironically.

“  Look here, Smith, I ’ve hit on a first-rate 
way of paying old Antonius out.”
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“ You’ve hit on me— I know that. But pro
ceed— unfold your plans.”

“ Listen !” said Steel, with a mock-tragic roll 
of the tongue. “  Old Antonius seems to reckon 
on the Wonder as one of his best cards, and 
he’ll be pretty mad when he has to leave that 
child out of the programme. And the crowd 
will be pretty mad too. Now, if I can show the 
cad that I can do a trick or two that the 
Wonder can’t touch, he’ll engage me on the 
spot to take his place. So I ’m going to offer 
my services to old 
A n t o n i u s  ; and 
the success of my 
s c h e me  al l  de
pends on whether 
he a c c e p t s  my 
o f f e r  or  n o t.”
Then Steel de
scribed the way 
in which he in
tended to show- 
up th e  c i r c us  
proprietor. “ All  
the fellows will 
be there to-night 
— tell ’em to keep 
quiet and l ook  
o u t  f o r  s ome 
fun.”

N ow  S t e e l ’s 
plan was just one 
of those reckless 
undertakings in 
whi c h  his soul 
delighted, and I 
saw th e  p o s s i
bility of a pain
ful issue, which I 
ventured to point 
out to him, hop
ing to dissuade 
him.

“  Don’t worry 
yourself, I shall 
be all right,” was 
all he said.

That afternoon Steel, having made himself 
look as much as possible like a youth anxious 
to earn an honest penny, went and interviewed 
Antonius. He found the circus proprietor red 
in the face and very savage, swearing at which
ever of his-men happened to be within sound 
of his voice, as he strutted up and down among 
the caravans

Steel told me afterwards that when he referred 
to the Wonder, Antonius became speechless 
w th futy ; but his manner changed when he saw 
in Steel s offer a possibility of filling the runa

way’s p lace; and Ronald’s demonstration of 
what he could do on the trapeze so pleased him 
that he readily engaged him.

At half past seven the circus tent was crowded; 
the entry of the clowns opened the proceedings, 
and the performance, such as it was, ran 
smoothly, until the item the “ Little W onder” 
was announced in a pompous manner by 
Antonius himself, who acted as ringmaster. 
We fellows, who sat in a body near the ring, 
had been scarcely able to hide our excitement

throughout t h e  
performance, but 
n o w , w e  fairly 
wriggled with ex
pectation. With 
a flourish from 
t he  cornet, the 
t r o m b o n e ,  the 
French horn, and 
the big drum—  
which constituted 
th e  orchestra —  
Steel, imperson
ating the “  Little 
W 'on d er,”  and 
at t i red in that 
youngster’s span
g l e d  c o s t u me ,  
ran into the ring 
and bowed in the 
m o s t  correct  
circus f ashi on.  
Steel was small 
for his age, and 
t h e  W o n d e r ’ s 
clothes fitted him 
w e l l ;  in fact,  
there was little to 
show to the man 
in the crowd that 
he was not the 

' Wonder himself. 
Seizing a rope, he 
was hauled up to 
the trapeze, and 
there he sat for 

a  moment rubbing his hands on a handkerchief 
in preparation for his display. But we looked 
in vain for the brilliant feats which we knew he 
could do. He hung by his legs and swung 
backwards and forwards; he stood up, sat 
down, hung by his hands, and did other simple 
things, but nothing else. The audience began 
to groan, whereat he smiled complacently. The 
ringmaster’s face grew red as a peony, and he 
strode out into the middle of the ring and looked 
up at Steel.

“ What are you doing, you young fool? Why

H E FOUND TH E CIRCUS PR O PRIETO R R E D  IN TH E FACE AND V E R T  SAVAGE.
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don't you begin ?” he said in a hoarse 
whisper. Steel continued to smile, and 
swung himself gently.

“ Come down, can’t y o u ? ” Antonius 
shouted his command, and the audience jeered 
and yelled. '

Steel gracefully kissed his- finger-tips in the 
direction of the furious man below him. Then 
he stood up and motioned to the people for 
silence, indicating that he wished to say some
thing. Our fellows began “ S h !”-ing so that 
he might get a hearing, and the crowd, whose 
interest was thoroughly aroused by this strange 
development, quieted down and waited for Steel 
to speak, whilst Antonius, furious and helpless 
to interfere (for Steel was out of reach and far 
above his head), looked on with amazement.

“ Ladies and gentlemen,” Steel began— though 
small of stature he had a tremendous voice, 
which could be plainly heard all over the tent,

“  You think I’m the * Little Won
der,’ don’t you ? Well, I ’m nothing 
of the sort.” (Here were manifes
tations of surprise.) “  Shall I tell 

you where the ‘ Little Wonder ’ is ? He is in 
London— he has gone to see his mother, who is 
dying.” Here Antonius aroused himself from 
his utter amazement.

“  Come down ! ” he roared. “ Come down, 
or I ’ll— I ’ll flog you ! ”

“ If that gentleman who’s interrupting me 
will kindly step up here, I shall be happy to 
be flogged by him,'’ said Steel, coolly; and the 
crowd laughed at the idea of the stout ring
master clambering up to where the boy sat.

“  You heard what he said ? ” Steel asked. 
“  He threatens to flog me. And, ladies and 
gentlemen,” (Steel was very polite and, I sus
pect, had rehearsed most of his speech in order 
that it might have the desired effect), “  I can

iCOME DOWN ! "  HE ROARED. "  COME DOW N, OH I 'L L — I 'M , PDQO YQC ! "
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assure you that tire proprietor of this circus 
well understands the art of flogging. A week 
ago the ‘ Little W onder5 had the supreme impu
dence to ask that man down there to allow 
him to go home and see his mother, and his 
request was answered with a horse-whip. He was 
willing to risk almost anything to go. but he had 
no money and feared dismissal, and therefore 
couldn’t leave without permission. So he asked 
again the next day. Again that person down 
there, who runs this show, replied with the 
whip.”

I never in my life saw a man so enraged as 
was the red-faced Antonins. H e stamped help
lessly up and down in the sawdust, and he 
again bellowed to Steel to descend ; but this 
time the people shouted him down.

“ Go on, youngster! ” they cried.
“ This morning, however, things so happened 

that the ‘ Little AVonder ’ was able to take the 
12.45 for London. And, ladies and gentlemen, 
he doesn't intend to come back."

Here there was a cheer.
“  I call Antonius Thompsonio a brutal cad,” 

shouted Steel in his excitem ent; “  and I think 
the people of Shaybrook ought to know it ! ”

The crowd, with cheers for Steel, and hisses 
and groans for Antonius, made a tremendous 
hubbub, until presently the cheers gave way to 
the hostile sounds, and things at last looked so 
threatening for the unhappy circus proprietor 
that he wisely retired from the ring.

Steel had not finished. He once more held 
up his hand for silence.

“  I promised the proprietor that I would take

the ‘ Little Wonder’s 5 place to-night, and I 
must, of course, keep my promise. And I don’t 
want to defraud you of your money’s worth, so, - 
with your permission, I will do the Wonder’s 
turn as well as I can.”

And, with a rapid movement, he had set 
the trapeze a-swinging, and for ten minutes 
or more delighted the crowd with his feats. 
His accurately-timed somersaults, his balancing 
tricks, and his exhibitions of muscular strength 
drew cheer after cheer ; and, at his final effort, 
the people rose at him and cheered again.

Slipping down by the rope he joined us, and, . 
having put him into the overcoat which we held 
ready, we hurried him away befofe the spec
tators had time to leave their seats. And a 
significant thing about it was that not a single 
man of the circus hands attempted to interfere 
in the interests of their master.

As Steel said: “  It paid old Antonius out,” 
and, having succeeded in thus avenging the 
poor, ill-used Wonder, he was content. The 
half-hour's serious conversation with the Head 
on the rash and foolish method of his retribu
tion, and the stiff letter from his father on the 
same subject, depressed him but slightly.

“  It may have been rash,” he said, with a 
grin, “  but the cad deserved it, and I ’m glad I 
did it, It’ll teach him a lesson.”

But, although Steel’s father was angry, he did 
not refuse to care for the Wonder, when he 
turned up at the stables a week or so later. 
And I may add that, up to the present, Antonius 
Thompsonio has not again brought his circus to 
amuse the people of Shaybrook.

CP TO THE PRESENT ANTONIUB THOMPSONIO HAS MOT AGAIN BROUGHT HIS CIRCUS TO SHATBROOK.

I



I

CH APTER I.

THE FOUL.

S h a n n o n , the old Blue, had brought clown a 
rattling eleven— two Internationals among them 
—to give the school the first of its annual “ Socker” 
matches. We have a particular code of football 
of our own, which the school has played time 
out of mind ; but, ten years ago, the Association 
game was introduced, despite the murmuring of 
some of the masters, many of the parents—all old 
Amorians—and of Moore, the Head, who had 
yielded to varied pressures, but in his heart 
thought “ Socker” vastly inferior to the old game. 
Association had flourished exceedingly ; so much 
so that the Head made it a law that, on each 
Thursday in the Michaelmas term, the old game, 
and nothing but the old game, should be played, 
and woe betide any unauthorised “ cutters” thereof. 
This was almost the only rule that Corker never 
swerved a hair’s breadth from, and bitter were 
the regrets when Shannon had sent word to 
Bourne, our captain, that lie could bring down 
a really clinking team to put our eleven through 
their paces, if the match were played on Thursday. 
Saturday, on account of big club fixtures, was 
almost impossible. Corker consented to the 
eleven playing the upstart code for this occasion 
only, but for the school generally the old game 
Was to be de rirjueur.

So on this Thursday pretty well the whole 
school was out in the Acres, where the old game 
Was in full swing ; and, though I fancy the players 
to a man would have liked to have lined up on 
the touch-line in the next field and given Shannon 
the “ whisper” he deserves, O. G. claimed them

that afternoon for its own, and they were un
willing martyrs to old Corker’s cast-iron conser
vatism. Consequently, when Bourne spun the coin 
and Shannon decided to play with the wind there 
would not be more than seventy or eighty on the 
touch-line. Shannon asked me to referee, so I 
found a whistle, and the game started.

It  was a game in which there seemed to be two or 
three players who served as motive forces, and the 
rest were worked through. On one side Shannon 
at back, Amber the International at half, and 
Aspinall, the International left-winger, were head 
and shoulders above the others ; om our side, 
Bourne and Acton dwarfed the rest.

Bourne played back, and Acton was his partner. 
Bourne I knewr well, since lie was in the Sixth, 
and I liked him immensely ; but of Acton I knew 
only a little by repute and nothing personally. 
He was in the Fifth, but, except in the ordinary 
way of school life, lie did not come much into 
the circle wherein the Sixth moves. He was 
brilliantly clever, with that sort of showy bril
liance which some fellows possess : in the exams, 
he would walk clean through a paper, or leave it 
untouched— no half measures. He was in Biffen’s 
house and quite the most important fellow in it, 
and no end popular with his own crowd, for they 
looked to him to give their house a leg up, both in 
the schools and in the fields, for Biffen's were the 
slackest house in St, Amory’s, He played football 
with a dash and vim good to see, and I know 
a good few of the eleven envied him his long, 
lungeing rush, which parted man and ball so 
cleanly, and his quick, sure kick that dropped the 
ball unerringly to his forwards. He was not in 
the eleven ; but that he would be in before the 
term was over was a “ moral.” He was good
looking and rather tall, and had a certain foreign 
air, I thought ; his dark face seemed to be hard 
and proud, and 1 had heard that his temper was 
fiery.
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assure you that the proprietor of this circus 
well understands the art of flogging. A  week 
ago the ‘ Little W onder! had the supreme impu
dence to ask that man down there to allow 
him to go home and see his mother, and his 
request was answered with a horse-whip. H e was 
willing to risk almost anything to go, but he had 
no money and feared dismissal, and therefore 
couldn’t leave without permission. So he asked 
again the next day. Again that person down 
there, who runs this show, replied with the 
whip.”

I never in my life saw a man so enraged as 
was the red-faced Antonius. He stamped help
lessly up and down in the sawdust, and he 
again bellowed to Steel to descend; but this 
time the people shouted him down.

“ Go on, youngster ! ” they cried.
“ This morning, however, things so happened 

that the ‘ Little Wonder ’ was able to take the 
12.45 for London. And, ladies and gentlemen, 
he doesn't intend to come back.”

Here there was a cheer. ^
“ I call Antonius Thompsonio a brutal cad,” 

shouted Steel in his excitement; “ and I think 
the people of Shaybrook ought to know it .

The crowd, with cheers for Steel, and hisses 
and groans for Antonius, made a tremendous 
hubbub, until presently the cheers gave way to 
the hostile sounds, and things at last looked so 
threatening for the unhappy circus proprietor 
that he wisely retired from the ring.

Steel had not finished. He once more held 
up his hand for silence.

“ I promised the proprietor that I would take

the ‘ Little Wonder’s ’ place to-night, and I 
must, of course, keep my promise. And 1 don’t 
want to defraud you of your money’s worth, so, - 
with your permission, I will do the Wonder’s 
turn as well as I can.”

And, with a rapid movement, he had set 
the trapeze a-swinging, and for ten minutes 
or more delighted the crowd with his feats. 
His accurately-timed somersaults, his balancing 
tricks, and his exhibitions of muscular strength 
drew cheer after cheer ; and, at his final effort, 
the people rose at him and cheered again.

Slipping down by the rope he joined us, and, . 
having put him into the overcoat which we held 
ready, we hurried him away befofe the spec
tators had time to leave their seats. And a 
significant thing about it was that not a single 
man of the circus hands attempted to interfere 
in the interests of their master.

As Steel said: “  It paid old Antonius out,” 
and, having succeeded in thus avenging the 
poor, ill-used Wonder, he was content. The 
half-hour’s serious conversation with the Head 
on the rash and foolish method of his retribu
tion, and the stiff letter from his father on the 
same subject, depressed him but slightly.

“ It may have been rash,” he said, with a 
grin, “  but the cad deserved it, and I’m glad I 
did it. It’ll teach him a lesson.”

But, although Steel’s father was angry, he did 
not refuse to care for the Wonder, when he 
turned up at the stables a week or so later. 
And I may add that, up to the present, Antonius 
Thompsonio has not again brought his circus to 
amuse the people of Shaybrook.

UP TO THE PRESENT ANTONIES THOMPSONIO HAS NOT AGAIN BROUGHT BIS CIRCUS TO BHAYBROOK.
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THE FOUL.

S h a n n o n , the old Blue, had brought down a 
rattling eleven-two Internationals among them 
—to give the school the first of its annual “ Socker” 
matches. We have a particular code of football 
of our own, which tire school has played time 
out of mind ; but, ten years ago, the Association 
game was introduced, despite the murmuring of 
some of the masters, many of the parents—all old 
Amorians— and of Moore, the Head, who had 
yielded to varied pressures, but in his heart 
thought “ Socker” vastly inferior to the old game. 
Association had flourished exceedingly ; so much 
so that the Head made it a law that, on each 
Thursday in the Michaelmas term, the old game, 
and nothing but the old game, should be played, 
and woe betide any unauthorised “ cutters” thereof. 
This was almost the only rule that Corker never 
swerved a hair’s breadth from, and bitter were 
the regrets when Shannon had sent word to 
Bourne, our captain, that he could bring down 
a really clinking team to put our eleven through 
their paces, if the match were played on Thursday. 
Saturday, on account of big club fixtures, was 
almost impossible. Corker consented to the 
eleven playing the upstart code for this occasion 
only, hut for the school generally the old game 
"as to be de rigueur.

So on this Thursday pretty well the whole 
School was out in the Acres, where the old game 
was in full swing ; and, though I fancy the players 
to a man would have liked to have lined up on 
the touch-line in the next field and given Shannon 
the “ whisper” lie deserves, O. G. claimed them

that afternoon for Its own, and they were un
willing martyrs to old Corker’s cast-iron conser
vatism. Consequently, when Bourne spun the coin 
and Shannon decided to play with the wind there 
would not be more than seventy or eighty on the 
touch-line. Shannon asked me to referee, so I 
found a whistle, and the game started.

It was a game in which there seemed to be two or 
three players who served as motive forces, and the 
rest were worked through. On one side Shannon 
at back, Amber the International at half, and 
Aspinall, the International left-winger, were head 
and shoulders above the others ; osn our side, 
Bourne and Acton dwarfed the rest.

Bourne played back, and Acton was his partner. 
Bourne I knew well, since he was in the Sixth, 
and I liked him immensely ; but of Acton I knew 
only a little by repute and nothing personally. 
He was in the Fifth, but, except in the ordinary 
way of school life, he did not come much into 
the circle wherein the Sixth moves. He was 
brilliantly clever, with that sort of showy bril
liance which some fellows possess : in the exams, 
he would walk clean through a paper, or leave it 
untouched- no half measures. He was in Biffen’s 
house and quite the most important fellow in it, 
and no end popular with his own crowd, for they 
looked to him to give their house a leg up, both in 
the schools and in the fields, for Biffen’s were the 
slackest house in St. Amory’.s. He played football 
with a dash and vim good to see, and I know 
a good few of the eleven envied him his long, 
lungeing rush, which parted man and ball so 
cleanly, and his quick, sure kick that dropped the 
ball unerringly to his forwards. He was not in 
the eleven ; but that he would be in before the 
term was over was a “ moral.” He was good
looking and rather tall, and had a certain foreign 
air, I thought; Ids dark face seemed to be hard 
and proud, and I had heard that his temper was 
fiery.
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Bourne had chosen him to play against Shan
non’s team, and as Acton bottled up the forwards 
on his wing Bourne felt that the school’s future 
right back would not be far to seek.

I soon saw that the school was not quite good 
enough for the others : Shannon w'as almost im
passable, and Amber, the half, generally waltzed 
round our forwards, and when he secured he 
passed the ball on to Aspinall, who doubled like a 
hare along the touch-Hdc. The question then 
was “ Could Acton stop the flying International, 
who spun along like Bassett himself?” And he 
did, generally ; or, if he could not, he forced him 
to part with the ball, and either Baines, our half, 
lying back, nipped in and secured, or Bourne 
cleared in the nick of time. Nine times out of 
ten, when Acton challenged Aspinall, the Inter
national would part with the ball to his inside 
partner ; but twice he feinted, and before either 
of the school backs could recover, the ball was 
shot into the net with a high and catapultic cross 
shot. Again and again, the game resolved itself into 
a  duello between Acton and Aspinall, and Bourne, 
when he saw the dealings with the International 
and his wiles, smiled easily. He saw the school 
was stronger than he thought.

The interval came with the score standing at 
two against us. When I started the game again I 
found that our fellows were pulling along much 
better with the wind, and that some of Shannon’s 
men were not quite so dangerous as before, for 
condition told. We quickly had one thiuigb, and 
when I found myself blowing the whistle for a 
second goal I began to think that the school 
might pull through after all. Meanwhile Acton 
and Aspinall were having their occasional tussles, 
though somewhat less often than before, and 
three or four times the school back was over
turned pretty heartily in the encounters.

Though there was not a suspicion of unfairness 
or temper on Aspinall’s part I fancied that Acton 
was getting rather nettled at his frequent upsets. 
He was, J considered, heavier than Aspinall, and 
much taller, so I  was both rather waxy and 
astonished to find that he was infusing a little 
too much vigour into his tackling, and, not to put 
too fine a point on it, was playing a trifle rohghly. 
Aspinall was bundled over the touch-line a good 
half-dozen times, with no little animus behind the 
charge, and ultimately Bourne noticed it. Now 
Bourne loathed anything approaching bad form, 
so he said sharply to Acton, though quietly, 
“ Play the game, sir! Play the b a ll!” Acton 
flushed angrily, and I did not like the savage way 
he faced round to Bourne, who was particularly 
busy at that moment and did not notice it. The 
game went on until within about five minutes 
from time. Amber had been feeding Aspinall

assiduously for the last ten minutes, and Acton 
had, despite his cleverness, more than he could 
really hold in the flying International. He stalled 
off the attack somehow, and Bourne always 
covered his exertions, so that it seemed as if 
there would be a draw after all. A t last the 
ball was swung across, and Aspinall was off on 
a final venture. Acton stuck to him like a leech, 
but the winger tipped the ball to his partner, and 
as Acton moved to intercept the inside, the latter 
quiokly and wisely poked the ball back again to 
Aspinall. He was off again in his own inimitable 
style, and I saw him smile as he re-started his 
run. I rather fancy Acton saw it too and accepted 
the smile as a sneering challenge ; anyhow, he set 
his lips and I believe made up his mind that in 
any case Aspinall should not get the winning 
goal. How it exactly happened I cannot say, but | 
as Aspinall was steadying himself, when at top j 
speed, for an almost point-blank delivery, I  saw j 
Acton break his own stride, shoot out his leg, and | 
the next moment the International was stumbling ! 
forward, whilst the ball rolled harmlessly onward j 
into our goal - keeper’s hands. I  could hardly : 
believe my own eyes, but it was a deliberate ; 
trip, if ever there was one ! Aspinall tried to 
recover himself, failed, and came with a sickening 
crash against the goal-post. I blew the whistle 
and rushed to Aspinall ; his cheek was bleeding 
villainously and he was deadly pale. I helped 
him up, and he said with his usual smile— who 
could mistake it for a sneer ?— “ Thanks, old man. 
Yes. I do feci a bit seedy. That back of yours is 
an animal though.” He tried hard to keep his 
senses ; I saw him battling against his faintness, 
but the pain and shock were too much for him; 
he fell down again in a dead faint.

We improvised a hurdle and carried him up to 
the school. Acton, pale to the lips, prepared to 
bear a hand, but Bourne unceremoniously took 
him by the arm and said with concentration, “ No 
thanks, Acton. We’ll excuse you— you beastly 
cad !” I heard Bourne’s remark, though no one 
else saw or heard. Acton’s hand closed involun
tarily, and he gave Bourne a vitriolic look, but 
did nothing nor said anything. We took Aspinall 
up to Merishall’s— his old house— where he was 
staying, and left him there still unconscious.

What astonished me was that no one save 
Bourne had noticed the trip, but when I came to 
think it over the explanation was easy. Acton 
had, whether from accident or of purpose,
“ covered ” his man and blocked the view from 
behind. I myself had not really seen the trip, but 
it would have been plainly visible for anyone 
opposite on the touch-line, and luckily there was 
no one opposite. The goal-keeper migut have 
seen it, but Roberts never attends to anything
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but the ball—the reason he’s the fine keeper 
that he is. Bourne had actually seen it, 
being i radically with Acton, and I  knew 
by his pale face and scornful eyes that he 
would dearly have liked to kick Acton on 
the spot.

T was, as you may guess, intensely pleased that 
no one had an idea of the foul except Bourne and 
myself, for I could imagine vividly where the 
rumour of this sort of “ form’’ would spread to. 
^ e d hear of it for years after.

I mentally promised that Acton should have a 
little of my opinion on the matter on the first 
opportunity.

C H A P T E R  IT.

THE PENALTY.

T a r r a n g e d  to see Bourne that evening, when 
w e should have heard the doctor’s report on 
Aspinall. In the evening Bourne strolled into 
my 1-oom looking a little less gloomy than I 
expected. " Briggs says that there is nothing 
btoken. and that as soon as Aspinall gets over the

Vol. lii—B

shock he will be all right. The cut may leave a 
scar, but that will be about all. All the same. 
Carr, I  think that’s too heavy a price to pay for 
the bad temper of one of our fellows who can t 
stand a tumble into the mud at * footer.’ You 
saw the villainy, didn’t you?” ^

“ I can’ t say I actually saw him trip, but there’s 
no doubt whatever that it was an abominable 
foul.”

“ None at all. I  saw him, worse luck, tolerably 
plainly.”

“ Do you know anything about him ?”
“ Practically nothing.”
“ I think Biffen’s rather fancy he’s going to lift 

them out of the mire.’’
“  Can’t say I envy them their champion.” 
“ What strikes me as odd is that such a mag

nificent player should dc su?h a vile trick.”
“ Rum, certainly. The affair will give quite a 

professional touch to our ‘ Socker’ fixtures, and
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the Carthusians will ask us to bar our bullies 
when they come down again. Oh, this is 
sw eet!

“ I say, Bourne, this business must not move 
one inch further. You’ve spoken to no one?” 

“ Is it lik e ly?”
“ We’ll not have any of our dirty linen washed 

noram pojndo, old chap. Frightful bad form. 
No one knows but you, Aspinall, and self.”

“ Surely Aspinall will-----”
“  You don’t know Aspinall, old man. He’d 

shrivel up sooner than say a word more. Bet 
you he’ll speak of it as an accident. Remember, 
he was captain of the school here once.”

“ Which makes it a blacker shame than ever,” 
said Bourne wrathfully.

“ I’ve inquired casually of the Fifth, and it 
seems our friend once distinguished himself in 
the gym. Lost his temper— as per recipe— and 
Hodgson had to knock him down before he could 
see that we put on the gloves here for a little 
healthy exercise, and the pleasure of lifting some 
of the public schools championships. He, however, 
apologised to Hodgson, but I don’t think he’ll do 
the honourable here.”

“ Then, the chief attraction of the beauty is its 
temper ? ”

“ Or want of it.” *
“  Who is he, anyhow ? ”
“ Yorkshire people, I believe. Own half a town 

and no end of coin. Been to school in France and 
Germany, and consequently came here rather late. 
I know his head-piece is all right, and I imagine 
his amiability is only a little foreign blood work
ing its way out. He will be with us in the Sixth 
at Christmas.”

“ Delightful prospect. What I want to know 
is—how are we to settle this business as far as he 
is concerned-? Ought Moore to know ?”

“ I don’t think so. Never trouble Corker more 
than you can help, old man. That’s a tip for you 
when I’m gone. Besides, masters generally mis
handle affairs of this sort I rather fancy I’ll put 
it to Aspinall when he pulls th.ough.”

“ Do. One thing, though, is pretty certain. 
He’ll never get his cap as long as I ’m captain 
of the footer eleven. I ’d rather come out of it 
myself.”

“ Of course. I  see there’s no help for that, but, 
all the same, it will make complications. What 
a pity he can play ! ”

“ It is, for he is a back out of a thousand.” 
Bourne’s voice had in it a ring of genuine regret, 

and whilst I could almost have smiled at his unaf
fectedly tragic tone I gould see the vista which his 
resolution opened up. I  heard the school shouting 
at Bourne to let the finest player out of the eleven 
in', and all the shouting would be across “  seas of

misunderstanding.” I know Bourne saw the diffi
culties himself, and he left my study soon after 
with a rather anxious look on his face. Personally 
I determined not to think about the matter until 
I  had seen Aspinall. From the very first I  had 
never expected any help from Acton. There was 
something about the whole of his bearing in the 
caddish business that told me plainly that we 
would have to treat him, not as a fellow who had 
been betrayed to a vile action by a beastly temper 
and was bitterly sorry for it, but as a fellow who 
hated us for finding it out.

I saw Aspinall two days later, and as we walked 
towards the station I broached the matter.

“ Certainly; I  thought he tripped me, but he 
has written me and said how sorry he was for my 
accident, so, of course,- it rests there.”

“ Candidly, Aspinall, have you any doubt your
self?”

“ No, old fellow. I ’m sorry, but I really think 
he tripped me. He was riled at a little hustling 
from Shannon’s lot, and I may have upset him 
myself occasionally. But it is a small matter.”

I looked at the bandages across his cheek, and 
I didn’t think it small. - * .

t! But, Aspinall, even if we leave you out of 
the business, it isn’t a small matter for us, especi
ally for Bourne.” .

“ Well, no; hardly for you,” he admitted. 
“ ’Twas a piece of sheer bad form. It shouldn’t 
be done at our place at all.”

“ If you were in Bourne’s place would you bar 
him his place in the eleven ? ”

Aspinall considered a full minute.
“ On the whole, I think I should—at least, for 

one term ; but I ’d most certainly let him know 
why he was not to have his cap— privately, of 
course. I  should not like it to get about, and 
I do not fancy Acton will say much about it.” 

That night Bourne and I crossed over to 
Biffen’s, and waylaid Actpn in his den. I’m 
pretty sure there wasn’t another room like his 
in the whole school. No end of swell pictures 
— foreign m ostly; lovely little books, which, I 
believe, were foreign also ; an etching of his own 
place up in Yorkshire ; carpets, and rugs, and 
little statuettes— swagger through and through; 
a little too much so, I believe, for the rules, but 

yBiffen evidently had not put his foot down. 
Acton was standing on the hearthrug with his 
back to the fire, and on seeing us he politely 
offered us chairs with the air of a gentleman 
and a something of grace, which was a trifle 
foreign.

I  saw that Acton’s polite cordiality nettled 
Bourne more thin a little, but he solemnly took 
a chair, and in his blunt, downright fashion, 
plunged headlong into the business.

f
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“ Only came to say a word or two, Acton, 

about Thursday’s match.”
“ A very good one,” he remarked, with-what 

Corker calls, “ detached interest.” “ Aspinall’s 
accident was more than unfortunate.”

“ The fact is,” said Bourne, bluntly, “  neither 
Carr nor I believe it was an accident.”

“ No 1 What was it, then 1 Everyone else 
thought it w'as though.”

“ We know better. We know that you deliber
ately fouled him, and-----”

Acton paled, and his eyes glittered viciously, 
though he said calm ly: “ That is a lie.”

“ And,” continued Bourne, “  though there is not 
a fellow even a respectable second to you at 
‘ footer,’ I shall not give you your cap as long as 
I am captain of the eleven. Th’at is all I came 
to say.”

Acton said quite calmly (why was he so un
commonly cool, I  asked myself ?)— though his face 
was red and white alternately : “ Then listen care
fully to what I say. I particularly wanted to have 
my footer cap— why, does 
not concern anyone but 
myself—and T don’t fancy 
losing it because a couple 
of fellows see something 
that a hundred others 
couldn’t see, for the suffi
cient reason that there 
wasn’t anything to see.
1 shall make no row about 
i t ; and, since you can 
dole out the caps to your 
own pet chums, and no one 
can stop you— do i t ! but 
I think you’ll regret it all 
the same. I ’m not going 
to moan about it—that 
isn’t my w ay; but I really 
think you’ll regret it.
That is a l l ; though ”—  
this with a mocking sneer 
— “ why it requires two of 
you to come and insult a 
man in his own room I 
don’t understand.”

“ I came to say th a t 
if you ’d a p o lo g ise  to 
Asp'inall t ilin g s  might 
straighten.”

“ Might straighten! Oh, 
thanks ! ” he said, his'face 
looking beastly venomous.
“ I think you’d better go, 
really.”

So we went, and I could 
Dot but feel that Bourne

was right when he said on parting: “ Our friend 
will make himself superbly disagreeable over this, 
take my word for i t ! But he won’t get into the 
eleven, and I won’t have a soul know that old 
Aspinall’s scar is the work of a fellow in St. 
Amory’s, either. If they have to know, he must 
tell them himself.”

CHAPTER, III.

THE REGENERATION OF BIFFEN’s  HOUSE.

'To say that Acton was upset by our visit and 
our conversation and Bourne’s ultimatum would 
be beside the mark ; he was furious, and when 
he had cooled down somewhat, his anger settled 
into a long, steady stretch of hate towards us 
both, but especially towards Bourne. He sim
mered over many plans for getting “ even” with 
him, and when he had finally mapped out a 
course he proceeded, as someone says, “ diligently 

to ensue it  ” ; for Acton was not cf 
that kind to be “ awkward ” as occa
sion arose, but there was method in 
all his schemes.

It so happened that Worcester was

‘  1 THINE. YOU D BETTER 0 0 . REALLY,
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captain of Biffen’s house, and also of BifFen’s 
“ footer ” team. My own opinion was that poor 
old Worcester would have given a lot to be out of 
such a house as Biffen’s, and I know he utterly 
despised himself for having in a moment of inex
plicable weakness consented to be permanent 
lead to Biffen’s awful crowd on the Acres. He 
died a thousand deaths after each (usual) anni
hilation. Worcester and Acton had nothing in 
common, and, except that they were in the same 
house and form, they would not probably have 
come to nodding terms. Worcester, of course, 
looked up to the magnificent “ footer " player as 
the average player looks up to the superlative. 
After tbs first game of the season, when Acton 
had turned out in all his glory, Dick had there
upon offered to resign his captaincy, even press
ing, with perhaps suspicious eagerness, Acton’s 
acceptance of that barren honour. But Acton 
did not bite. Captains were supposed to turn 
out pretty well every day with their strings, and 
Acton was not the sort of fellow to have his 
hands tied in any way. So he had gently 
declined.

“ No, old man. Wouldn’t dream of ousting you. 
You’ll get a good team out of Biffen’3 yet. 
Plenty of raw material.”

“  That’S just it,” said Worcester, naively, “ it 
is so jolly raw'.”

“ Well, cook it, old man.”
“ It only makes hash,” said Worcester, with a 

forlorn smile at his own joke.
But now Acton thought that the captaincy of 

Biffen’s might dovetail into his schemes for the 
upsetting of Bourne, and therefore Dick’s pro
posal was to be reconsidered. Thus it was that 
Worcester got a note from Acton asking him to 
breakfast.

Worcester came, and his eyes visibly bright
ened when he spotted Acton’s table, for there 
was m ore'than a little style about Acton’s 
catering, and Worcester had a weakness for the 
square meal. Acton’s fag, Grinn, was busy with 
the kettle, and -there was as reinforcement in 
Dick’s special honour, young Poulett, St. Amory’s 
champion egg poacher, sustaining his big reputation 
in a large saucepan. Worcester sank into bis chair 
with a sigh of satisfaction at sight of little Poulett; 
he was to be in clover, evidently.

“ That’s right, Worcester. That is the easiest 
chair. Got that last egg on the toast, Poulett ? 
You’re a treasure, and so I’ll write your mamma. 
Tea or coffee, Dick 1 Coffee for Worcester, Grim, 
tea for me. Pass that cre^m to Worcester, and 
you’ve forgotten the knife for the pie. You’re a 
credit to Sharpe’s. P oulett; but remember that 
you’ve been poaching for Biffen’s footer captain. 
That's something, anyhow. Don’t grin, Poulett;

it’s bad form. Going 1 To Bourne’s, eh ! I  can 
recommend you, though it would be no recom
mendation to him. You can cut too, Grim, and 
clear at 9.30. See the door catches.” Grim 
scuttled after the. renowned egg-poacher, and 
Worcester and Acton were left alone. When 
Worcester was fed, and had pushed back his 
chair, Acton broached the business to which the 
breakfast was the preliminary.

“ Fact is, Worcester, I ’ve been thinking how 
it is that Biffen’s is the slackest house in the 
place.” .

“  Oh ! it’s got such a plucky reputation, you 
know. The kids weep when they’re put down
for Biffen’s. Give a dog a bad name-----”

“ But why the bad name ?”
“ Dunno ! Perhaps it’s Biffen. I think so, 

anyhow. A t any rate, there’s not been a fellow 
from the house in the Lord’s eleven or in the 
footer eleven, and in the schools Biffen’s crowd 
always close the rear. By the way, how did you 
come among our rout 1 ”

“ I think mater knew Biffen ; that’s the ex
planation.”

“ Rather rough on you.”
“ Don’t feel anything, really, Worcester.”
“ Well, Biffen has got a diabolical knack of 

picking up all the loose ends of the school ; all 
the impossible fellows gravitate here : why, look 
at our Dervishes ! ” (Dervish was the slang for 
foreigners at St. Amory’s.)

1 “  We’ve certainly got more than our share of
colour.”

“ That’s Biffen’s all the world over,” said Dick, 
with intense heat; “ you could match any colour 
between an interesting orange and a real jet 
black among our collection. Biffen simply can’t 
re s is ts  nigger. He must have him. What they 
come to the place at all for licks me. Can’t the 
missionaries teach ’em to spell 1 ”

“ La haute politique” suggested Acton. 
“ OfSarawack or Timbuctoo ? ” said Worcester 

with scorn. “ Bet my bdots that Borneo one’s 
governor went head hunting in his time, and the 
darkest African one’s knows what roasted man is,” 

Acton laughed, for a nigger was to Worcester as 
a red rag to a bull. “ St. Amory’s for niggers,” 
Dick would say with intense scorn.

“ Anyhow,” said Acton, “  I think there’s no need 
for us to be quite so slack.”

“ You’ll pull us up a b it l” said Dick with 
genuine admiration.

“ Thanks. But I meant the whole house gener
ally.”

“ Not much good. We’re Biffen’s, that never 
did nor never shall, etc.”

“ I don’t know. There’s sixty of us, barring 
your niggers; we ought to get eleven to look at

/
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a football with a business eye out of that lot, you
know.”

*■ We ought to, but don’t.” -
■i We ought to do something in the schools too.” 
“ We ought to, but don’t, though Raven is in for 

the Perry Exhibition. Guess he won’t pull it off 
though.” _

“ We’ll see about that, too,” said Acton. “ As 
for the niggers-----”

“ Oh, never mind them ! ” burst in Worcester. 
K Without humbug, Acton, do you really want 
our house to move a bit ? ”

“ Rather ! ”
“ Well then, consent to captain our footer eleven 

and we give ourselves a chance, for I can’t make 
the fellows raise a gallop at any price, and I some
how think you can." Have a try. If you are sick 
of it at Christmas, I ’ll come in again ; honour 
bright. It isn’t too good-natured of me to ask 
you to pull Biffen’s out of the mud, but you're the 
only fellow to do it if it can be done. Will 
you 1 ”

“ You wouldn’t mind resigning?”
“ By Jove, n o !” said Worcester, precipitately. 

“ Don’t mention it. Not at all, old man, not at 
all.” •

“ Well, I ’ve been thinking that, if you didn’t 
mind, I’d like to try my hand on our crowd ; 
though, since you don’t move ’em, there can’t be 
much chance for me to do anything smart.”

“ That doesn’t follow, for you aren’t me, old 
man.”

“ Then I’ll have a shot at it.”
Worcester grasped Acton’s hand, as the French 

say, “ with emotion.”
“ But the house will have to elect me, you know; 

perhaps they’d fancy Raven as captain. He can 
play decently, and they know him.”

“ Well, Biffen’s are a dense lot, but I’m hanged 
if even their stupidity would do a thing like that. 
They’ve seen you play, haven’t they ? ”

“ Thanks. Fact is, Dick, I feel a bit bored by 
the patronage of Taylor’s and Merishall’s, and 
Sharpe’s and Corker's, and all the rest of the 
houses.”

“ O h ! Biffen’s laid himself out for that, you
must see.” .

“ I don’t fancy Bourne’s sneers and Hodgson’s 
high stilts.” '

“ Haven’t noticed either,” said Dick.
“ Him ! ” said Acton, rather nettled by Dick's

dry tone. “ I have. As for the niggers-----”
11 he other houses despise us on their account, 

we’re the Dervish Camp to the rest.”
‘ As for the niggers, they shall do something for 

too,” said Acton rather thoughtfully.
‘ lo u  mean in the sing-songs? Well, they’ll 

spare the burnt cork certainly.”

“ Well, that’s an idea too,” said Actor., laughing,
“ but not the one I had. That will keep.”

Worcester might have some curiosity to know 
what Acton’s idea was, but he wasn’t going to 
inquire anything about the niggers.

“ It’s awfully brickish of you, Worcester,” said 
Acton, as Grim was heard trotting up the corri
dor, “ to stand down.”

“ Not at all, the sacrifice is on your altar.:’ ^
“ Then allons. Here’s Grim knocking, and I’ve 

to see Corker at 9.40. You’ll excuse me.” Grim 
came in and commenced to clear away, and the 
two sallied out.

That day, after morning school, Biffeu’s held a 
meeting, and thereat Acton was proposed captain 
by Worcester and seconded by Raven ; and Biffen’s 
confirmed Worcester’s qualified opinion of their 
sense by electing him nem. con.

From that day Acton threw his heart and soul 
into the regeneration of Biffen’s. There did not 
pass an afternoon but that he turned out for 
footer, and coached, encouraged, bullied, stormed, 
praised each individual member of the team with 
the strictest impartiality and SpartaD justice.

The smallest fault was dragged out into the 
light of day, and commented on with choice 
fulness, and any clever concerted piece of work 
got its due reward.' Acton would stand no half
hearted play ; he wanted the last ounce out of his 
men. The fellows stared a bit at first at his 
deadly earnestness, so unlike Dick’s disgusted 
resignation at their shortcomings ; but they found 
the change refreshing on the whole, for they could 
stand a lot of bullying from a fellow like Acton, 
who never seemed to make a mistake, or to have 
an off day, and who could give stones and a beat
ing to the best man among them. They respected 
his skill, and buckled to the work in hand. In 
about a  fortnight there was a suggestion of style 
about the moving of some of the’ fellows up the 
field. Worcester backed up Acton with whole
hearted enthusiasm, and Raven was lost in wonder 
at the forward movement. This backing Acton 
found rather useful, for Dick and Raven were as 
popular as any in St. Amory’s.

Some of the fellows were inclined to turn 
revive after about a fortnight, when the novelty 
of iarnestness in football had worn off, but Acton’s 
demands were as inexorable as ever. Matters 
came to a head (probably, as I expect, to the new 
captain’s inward satisfaction) when his girding 
upset Chalmers—about the best forward of Biffen’s 
regenerated lot. There was to be a match with 
some of the Fifth for the Saturday, and Acton 
had arranged a preliminary canter the day before 
to test his attack. Chalmers was the winger, but 
on the day he was tremendously selfish, and stuck 
to the ball until he was robbed or knocked off it.
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captain of Biffen’s house, and also of Biffens 
“ footer ” team. My own opinion was that poor 
old Worcester would have given a lot to be out of 
such a house as Biffen’s, and I know he utterly 
despised himself for having in a moment of inex
plicable weakness consented to be permanent 
lead to Biffen’s awful crowd on the Acres. He 
died a thousand deaths after each (usual) anni
hilation. Worcester and Acton had nothing in 
common, and, except that they were in the same 
house and form, they would not probably have 
come to nodding terms. Worcester, of couise, 
looked up to the magnificent “ footer ” player as 
the average player looks up to the superlative. 
After the first game of the season, when Acton 
had turned out in all his glory, Dick had there
upon offered to resign his captaincy, even press
ing, with perhaps suspicious eagerness, Acton’s 
acceptance of that barren honour. But Acton 
did not bite. Captains were supposed to turn 
out pretty well every day with their strings, and 
Acton was not the sort of fellow to have his 
hands tied in any way. So he had gently
declined.

“ No, old man. Wouldn’t dream of ousting you. 
You’ll get a good team out of Biffen’s yet. 
Plenty of raw material.”

“ That'S just it,” said Worcester, naively, “ it 
is so jolly raw.”

“ Well, cook it, old man."
“ It only makes hash,” said Worcester, with a "  

forlorn smile at his own joke.
But now Acton thought that the captaincy of 

Biffen’s might dovetail into his schemes for the 
upsetting of Bourne, and therefore Dick’s pro
posal was to be reconsidered. Thus it was that 
Worcester got a note from Acton asking him to 
breakfast.

Worcester came, and his eyes visibly bright
ened when he spotted Acton’s table, for there 
was more.'1 than a little style about Acton’s 
catering,' and Worcester had a weakness for the 
square meal. Acton’s fag, Grim, was busy with 
the kettle, and there was as reinforcement in 
Dick’s special honour, young Poulett, St. Amory’s 
champion egg poacher, sustaining his big reputation 
in a large saucepan. Worcester sank into his chair 
with a sigh of satisfaction at sight of little Poulett; 
he was to be in clover, evidently. ■

“ That’s right, Worcester. That is the easiest 
chair. Got that last egg on the toast, Poulett ? 
You’re a treasure, and so I’ll write your mamma. 
Tea or coffee, Dick 1 Coffee for Worcester, Grim, 
tea for me. Pass that cream to Worcester, and 
you’ve forgotten the knife for the pie. You’re a  
credit to Sharpe’s, P oulett; but remember that 
you’ve been poaching for Biffen’s footer captain. 
That's something, anyhow. Don’t grin, P ou lett;

it’s bad form. Going ? To Bourne’s, e i i! I can 
recommend you, though it would be no recom
mendation to him. You can cut too, Grim, and 
clear at 9.30. See the door catches.” Grim 
scuttled after the, renowned egg-poacher, and 
Worcester and Acton were left alone. When 
Worcester was fed, and had pushed back his 
chair, Acton broached the business to which the 
breakfast was the preliminary.

“ Fact is, Worcester, I’ve been thinking how 
it is that Biffen’s is the slackest house in the 
place.”

“ Oh ! it’s got such a plucky reputation, yon 
know. The kids weep when they’re put down
for Biffen’s. Give a dog a bad name-----”

“ But why the bad name?”
“ Dunno ! Perhaps it’s Biffen. I think so, 

anyhow. A t any rate, there’s not been a fellow 
from the house in the Lord’s eleven or in the 
footer eleven, and in the schools Biffen’s crowd 
always close the rear. By the way, how did you 
come among our rou t?”

“ I think mater knew Biffen ; that’s the ex
planation.”

“ Rather rough on you.”
“ Don’t feel anything, really, Worcester.”
“ Well, Biffen has got a diabolical knack of 

’ picking up all the loose ends of the school; all 
the Impossible fellows gravitate here : why, look 
at our Dervishes ! ” (Dervish was the slang for 
foreigners at St. Amory’s.)

1 “  We’ve certainly got more than our share of
colour.”

“ That’s Biffen’s all the world over,” said Dick, 
with intense heat; “ you could match any colour 
between an interesting orange and a real jet 
black among our collection. Biffen simply can’t 
resist .a nigger. He must have him. \\ hat they 
come to the place at all for licks me. Can’t the 
missionaries teach ’em to spell ? ”

“  La haute p o lit iq u e suggested Acton.
“ Of Sarawack or Timbuctoo ? ” said Worcester 

with scorn. “ Bet my boots that Borneo one’s 
governor went head-hunting in his time, and the 
darkest African one’s knows what roasted m3n is.

Acton laughed, for a nigger was to Worcester as 
.a red rag to a bull. “ St. Amory’s for niggers,” 
Dick would 3ay with intense scorn.

“ Anyhow,” said Acton, “  I think there’s no need 
for us to be quite so slack.” ,

“ You’ll pull us up a bit?” said Dick tfith 
genuine admiration.

“ Thanks. But I  meant the whole house gener
ally.”

“ Not much good. We re Biffen’s, that never 
did nor never shall, etc.” .

“ I don’t know. There’s sixty of us, barring 
your niggers; we ought to get eleven to look a.
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a football with a business eye out of that lot, you 
know.”

« We ought to, but don’t.”
“ We ought to do something in the schools too.”
“ We ought to, but don’t, though Raven is in for 

the Perry Exhibition. Guess he won’t pull it off 
though.”

“ We’ll see about that, too,” said Acton. “ As 
for the niggers----- ”

“ Oh, never mind them ! ” burst in Worcester. 
“ Without humbug, Acton, do you really want 
our house to move a bit ? ”

“ Rather !"
“ Well theD, consent to captain our footer eleven 

and we give ourselves a chance, for I can’t make 
the fellows raise a gallop at any price, and I some
how think you can.” Have a try. If you are sick 
of it at Christmas, I ’ll come in again ; honour 
bright. It isn’t too good-natured of me to ask 
you to pull Biffen’s out of the mud, but you’re the 
only fellow to do it if it can be done. Will 
you?”

“ You wouldn’t mind resigning?”
“ By Jove, no ! ” said Worcester, precipitately. 

“ Don’t mention it. Not at all, old man, not at
air

“ Well, I’ve been thinking that, if you didn’t 
mind, I’d like to try my hand on our crowd ; 
though, since you don’t move ’em, there can’t be 
much chance for me to do anything smart.”

“ That doesn’t follow, for you aren’t me, old 
man.”

“ Then I’ll have a shot at it.”
Worcester grasped Acton’s hand, as the French 

say, “ with emotion.”
“ But the house will have to elect me, you know ; 

perhaps they’d fancy Raven as captain. He can 
play decently, and they know him.”

“ Well, Biffen’s are a dense lot, but I ’m hanged 
if even their stupidity would do a thing like that. 
They’ve seen you play, haven’t they ? ”

“ Thanks. Fact is, Dick, I  feel a bit bored by 
the patronage of Taylors and Merishall’s, and 
Sharpe’s and Corker’s, and all the rest of the 
houses.”

“ O h! Biffen’s laid himself out for that, you
must see.”

‘ I don’t fancy Bourne’s sneers and Hodgson’s 
high stilts.” '

“ Haven't noticed either,” said Dick.
H’m ! ” said Acton, rather nettled by Dick's

dry tone. “ I have. As for the niggers-----”
The other houses despise us on their account. 

®re the Dervish Camp to the rest.”
. f°r the niggers, they shall do something for 
■ jfens too,” said Acton rather thoughtfully.

You mean in the sing-songs? Well, they’ll 
spwe the burnt cork certainly.”

“ Well, that’s an idea too,” said Actor., laughing,
“ but not the one I had. That will keep.”

Worcester might have some curiosity to know 
what Acton’s idea was, but he wasn’t going to 
inquire anything about the niggers.

“ It’s awfully brickish of you, Worcester,” said 
Acton, as Grim was heard trotting up the corri
dor, “ to stand down.”

“ Not at all, the sacrifice is on your altar.” #
“ Then allons. Here’s Grim knocking, and I’ve 

to see Corker at 9.40. YdiiTl excuse me.” Grim 
came in and commenced to clear away, and the 
two sallied out.

That day, after morning school, Biffeu’s held a 
meeting, and thereat Acton was proposed captain 
by Worcester and seconded by Raven ; and Biffen’s 
confirmed Worcester’s qualified opinion of their 
sense by electing him nem. con.

From that day Acton threw his heart and soul 
into the regeneration of Biffen’s. There did not 
pass an afternoon but that he turned out for 
footer, and coached, encouraged, bullied, stormed, 
praised each individual member of the team with 
the strictest impartiality and Spartan justice.

The smallest fault was dragged out into the 
light of day, and commented on with choice 
fulness, and any clever concerted piece of work 
got its due reward. Acton would stand no half
hearted play ; he wanted the last ounce out of his 
men. The fellows stared a bit at first at his 
deadly earnestness, so unlike Dick’s disgusted 
resignation at their shortcomings ; but they found 
the change refreshing on the whole, for they could 
stand a lot of bullying from a fellow like Acton, 
who never seemed to make a mistake, or to have 
an off day, and who could give stones and a beat
ing to the best man among them. They respected 
his skill, and buckled to the work in hand. In 
about a fortnight there was a suggestion of style 
about the moving of some of the fellows up the 
field. Worcester backed up Acton with whole
hearted enthusiasm, and Raven was lost in wonder 
at the forward movement. This backing Acton 
found rather useful, for Dick and Raven were as 
popular as any in St. Amory’s.

Some of the fellows were inclined to turn 
revive after about a fortnight, when the novelty 
of lainestness in football had worn off, but Acton’s 
demands were as inexorable as ever. Matters 
came to a head (probably, as I expect, to the new 
captain’s inward satisfaction) when his girding 
upset Chalmers— about the best forward of Biffen’s 
regenerated lot. There was to be a match with 
some of the Fifth for the Saturday, and Acton 
had arranged a preliminary canter the day before 
to test his attack. Chalmers was the winger, tut 
on the day he was tremendously selfish, and stuck 
to the ball until he wafc robbed or knocked off it.
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Now Acton loathed the “ alone I did i t ” type of 
forward, and asked Chalmers pretty acidly what 
liis inside man was for. This riled Chalmers con
siderably, for he had a large private opinion about 
liis own play, and he said pretty hotly, “  Mind 
your own business, Acton.”

Acton said very coolly, “ I am going to do so. 
Please remember, Chalmers, this is not a one- 
horse show.”

“ Seems distinctly like it, judging by the fellow 
who’s been doing all the talking for the last age.”

“ Play the game, and don’t be an ass.”
“ I object to being called an ass,” said Chalmers 

in a white rage,
“  Well, mule, then,” said Acton, cheerfully. 

“ Anything to oblige you, Chalmers, bar your 
waltzing down the touch-line to perdition. You’re 
not a Bassett nor a Bell yet, you know.”

Chalmers would dearly have liked to have 
struck Acton, but Worcester looked so utterly 
disgusted at the whole business, that I fancy it 
was Dick’s eye that suggested to Chalmers his 
getting into his coat and sweater. He did so, and 
stalked angrily off the field.

Now Chalmers really liked the game, and did 
not fancy being crossed out of the eleven, which 
Acton would almost certainly proceed to do ; so 
that night after tea, he went to Worcester’s study, 
and boarded Dick.

“ Apologise to Acton,” said Dick.
“ But he called me an ass ! ”
“ You were one,” said Dick dryly. “ Acton’s 

putting in a lot of work over the slackest house 
that ever disgraced the old school, and this is how 
he’s treated. Ass is a mild term.”

Chalmers went to Raven.
“ Apologise,” said Haven.
“ He called me a mule,” urged Chalmers de

spairingly. ^ _
“ So you were. I  quite expected to see the 

kicking begin, really. Acton’s sweating no end to 
screw us up to concert pitch, and flat mutiny is 
his reward. Apologise, and help us win the Fifth 
to-morrow.”

So Chalmers moved reluctantly across to Acton’s 
and made his apology. “ Don’t mention it,” said 
Acton cheerfully. “ Sorry I upset you, Chalmtws, 
but you elected me captain, and I do want a little 
success in the houses, and how can we get it if the 
fellows don’t combine ? Say no more about it ; I 
was rather afraid you weren’t going to come, 
which is the unadorned truth.”

This last delicate touch, which showed Chalmers 
that without the apology his captain had meant 
to cut him adrift, sans hesitation, and yet con
tained a pretty little compliment to his footer, 
embarrassed Chalmers more than a little ; but 
Acton offered his forward tea r. :d muffins, and

five minutes afterwards Chalmers was finding 
out what a nice fellow Acton really could be. The 
next day Chalmers smoothed his ruffled feelings 
by piling on three goals against the Fifth, who 
sneaked off the Acres five goals to the bad. This 
was the first time for ages that Biffen’s had tasted 
blood, and the news of the victory staggered 
others besides the victims. There was quite a 
flutter among the house captains, and Acton, by 
the way, had no more mutinies.

“  Without haste, without rest,” Biffen’s captain 
started his second project for the elevation of his 
house. He had noticed what none of the other 
fellows would condescend to see, that two of the 
despised niggers of Biffen’s were rather neat on 
the bars. He spent a quarter of an hour one 
evening quietly watching the two in the gym., and 
he went away thoughtful. Sing Ram and Mehtali 
thereupon each received a polite note, and “ could 
they call about seven in Acton’s study i ” They 
came, and Acton talked to them briefly but to 
the point. When they sought their own quarters 
again they were beaming, and “ Singed ” Ram 
carried a fat book of German physical exercises 
under his arm.

“ Am I not coming out strong ?” said Acton, 
laughing to himself, “ when I set the very niggers 
a-struggling for the greater glory of Biffen’s—or is 
it Acton’s 1 Then, there’s that exhibition, which 
we must try to get for this double-superlative 
house. Raven must beat that Sixth prig Hodgson, 
the very bright particular star of Corker’s. Would 
two hours’ classics, on alternate nights, meet his 
case ? He shall have ’em, bless him ! He shall 
know what crops Horace grew on his little farm, 
and all the other rot which gains Perry Ex
hibitions. Hodgson may strong coffee and wet 
towel per noctem ; but, with John Acton as coach, 
Raven shall upset the apple cart of Theodore 
Hodgson. There’s Todd in for the Perry, too, I 
hear. Hodgson may be worth powder and shot, 
but I ‘ n hanged if Raven need fear Cotton’s 
ja c k a l! If only half of my plans come off, still 
that will put Philip Bourne in a tighter corner 
than he’s ever been in before. Therefore— en 
avant/”

C H A P T E R  I V .

THE LAST CAP.

W hile Acton was thus making such strenuous 
exertions to lift Biffen’s out of the mire, Bourne 
was finding out the whole unpainted beauty of 
the situation—as far as it concerned himself.

The experimental footer elevens were chosen 
in what, I  believe, is the usual manner. The old

/
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members of the school eleven formed a com
mittee, and chose fellows to play in the- weekly 
matches, and if any one of them showed special 
talent he was, of course, retained, and by-and-bye 
the captain gave him his school cap, and he was 
henceforth a full-blown member of the eleven, 
with a seat on the committee like any of the old
gang. .'

There were left of the last year’s team five 
players — Bourne, Mivart, Vercoe, Baines, and 
Roberts. The final promotion of fellows into the 
eleven, however, rested with the captain alone, 
and when he considered any fellow good enough 
lie signified the same by presenting him with 
the blue and silver cap of St. Amory.

The giving away of a cap had become quite 
a function. Whenever there was the rumour 
that someone was to have a cap after a match, 
pretty well the whole school swarmed round the 
pavilion, and when the new member came out 
in all the glory of his new blue and silver he 
got the cheers which his play or popularity 
deserved, and especially did the new member’s 
house distinguish themselves in the shouting.

Thu3 Bourne had six caps at his disposal, and 
since “  Socker ” had been introduced, tbe la st. 
cap was always given so that when the school 
played the last match —  the Carthusians —  the 
eleven would be complete.

Bourne saw at once the cloud winch was ris
ing on the horizon when, at the first committee 
meeting to cboose the eleven against “  The 
Cognoscenti” Mivart said : “ Well, Bourne, we’ve 
got your partner for to-morrow ready made. I 
think we may put that new chap Acton down 
right off."

“ Bather,” said Yercoe. “ He can’t be left 
out.”

“ Best back we’ve seen for an age— barring 
Phil, of course,” said Baines.

“ And the others we’ll hav^ fo fight over, as 
usual. My choice is Hodgson for centre.”

“ Too lazy, Roberts. Mine is Chalmers.”
“ Hot! He’s a winger."
And so the selection of an eleven against the 

Cognoscenti went on in the usual old-fashioned 
style.

Bourne dropped into my study, afterwards and 
said, gloomily : “ On the whole, Carr, had I not 
better tell the fellows that they may elect Acton 
for our school fixtures, but he cannot have bis 
cap? That will take the bull by the horns from 
the beginning.”

“ By no means. The other fellows have nothing 
whatever to do with giving caps aw ay; that is 
your business entirely’. Besides, who knows : 
Acton may not care to play when he knows he 
cannot get his cap.”

“ I’d be agreeably surprised if he didn’t. But 
that won’t be his little game. Take my word 
for it, he’ll turn out on every blessed occasion, 
play like a master of the game, and give us no 
end of trouble.”

“ Perhaps he may. Anyhow, something may 
turn up between now and the last match— we’ll 
hope so, anyhow ; and until the last cap is given 
away the fellows generally won’t spot your little
game.”

“ ’Tis only putting off the evil day, Carr,” said 
Phil discontentedly.

“  A  good day to put off.”
Thus, when Hodgson was given the first cap, 

there was the general comment that he was pretty 
sure to annex a cap sooner or later, and might as 
well have it soon. Acton’s turn—so said the 
school— would come later, though Biffen’s house 
sneered. “ Of course, Hodgson is in the Sixth. 
What else but a Sixth Form fellow is wanted in 
a footer eleven ? ” .

Sharpe’s house secured the next two caps, and 
Biffen’s groaned aloud. “ Whatever is old Phil 
about? One might think he was blind in his right 
eye and straddled in his left. We’ll send him a 
pair of gig lamps, and then perhaps he may dis
cover Acton— Acton, of Biffen’s.”

The weeks went by, and after a spirited display 
by Chalmers against the Emeriti, he was given 
his cap, and for the first time since Biffen's was a 
house they had a man in the eleven. But they 
gasped as Chalmers came out of the pavilion with 
his blue and silver cap on his curls. “ That ass 
Bourne found the house at last, and then he 
goes and carefully spots the wrong man. What
ever is the matter with him ? To pick Chalmers 
before Acton ! R o t! ” ,,

Over tea that night Biffen’s bubbled and 
choked, and the other houses began to take a 
lively interest in the next distribution, for this 
constant passing of Acton was becoming exciting. 
But still— and I was glad to see it—the school 
had faith in Phil ; they counted on justice being 
done, as it were, in the last laps. No one men
tioned a word to him about the, intense curiosity 
and even anxiety that his odd bestowal of caps 
had excited amongst them, for Phil has that way 
with him that can shut up a fellow quicker than 
you can snap a knife if that fellow is travelling 
out of bounds. •

However, when Place, of Merishall’s; came out 
of the pavilion a full-blown member of the school 
eleven there was a scene. The whole'body of 
fellows now thought "that the comedy was pretty 
nearly becoming a tragedy, and they showed their 
feelings unmistakably. Place was cheered by 
Merishall’s, but not overwhelmingly, and from 
the other houses there was an ominous silence

G7
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Place, .is lie trotted out, looked rather puzzled, 
and a bit undecided how to take his odd reception, 
and glanced rather helplessly round at the sea of 
faces all turned anxiously towards him. There 
would be pretty nearly seven hundred fellows 
round the pavilion, for there was no end of ex
citement. . _

“ Keep up your pecker, Place ! You’re all right, 
anyhow : ” shouted someone.

The other members came out one by one, and 
were cheered to the echo, and at last Phil came 
out with Hodgson. He was rather pale, but had 
his back very straight. There was a dead silence> 
and, for the first time since he had been captain, 
Phil walked down the steps without a friendly 
cheer. I think even now the old school behaved 
itself very well— the fellows were not behind the 
scenes, and didn’t see more than was before their 
eyes, but there was not a single word thrown out 
at Phil. Acton came out with Worcester, and the 
pity was that he didn’t deserve the cheers he got.

The week before the Carthusian match there 
was but one solitary player to be promoted. The 
position was back, and every fellow in the place 
knew that, bar Bourne himself, there wasn’t 
another man that could hold a candle to Acton 
there. The committee doggedly, and with mean 
ing, elected the only player there was to elect, 
and Acton signified that he was willing to play. 
Bourne, as usual, was there, and no one felt more 
than he the air of distrust and constraint which 
hung over the meeting. When Acton was unani
mously elected for back Phil stolidly wrote out 
the list of the team and had it pinned up on the 
notice board. He had carefully drawn the line 
in red ink above the last name— Acton’s— which 
showed that the pride of Biffen’s was not in the 
eleven yet.

Probably Acton on the next day played as well 
as even lie had ever played in his life, for he was 
almost impassable, and the crowd of fellows 
cheered him till they were hoarse. The minute 
the whistle blew, like one man the whole school 
swarmed round the pavilion. The question each 
asked himself and his chum was : “ Would Acton 
get the last cap ? ” And the answer was : “  Why, 
of course ! Who else should have it ?”

That afternoon to most of the fellows the eleven 
seemed an age getting into their sweaters and 
coats. When Acton appeared first, and it was 
seen that he was wearing the pink cap of Biffen’s 
°n his head there was more than astonishment, 
there was consternation. Whatever did it mean ? 
Acton smiled good-naturedly at the school as they 
cheered him to the echo, and hurried uncon
cernedly along. The others of the eleven came 
out dejectedly, and filed up the hill in gloomy 
1 «e groups. The whole school waited for Phil,

•
and when be came out, pale and worried, they 
received him in icy silence. As he was coming 
down the steps one of Biffen’s fags shouted shrilly, 
“ Three cheers for Acton ! ” -

Phil stalked through the shouting school, and 
as I joined him and we walked up together, he 
said, through his clenched teeth :—

“ I wish, old man, I had never seen that brute.” 
That evening Bourne wrote to Worcester offer

ing him the remaining cap.
Worcester flew acrQss to Acton’s room, and 

said: “  Bourne has offered me the place— the 
last cap. He must be stark, staring m ad! ” 

•‘ Take it,” said Acton, coolly.
“  No fear,” said Worcester. “  We have a stupid 

kind of prejudice here for having the best eleven 
we can get, and it isn’t the best if you’re out 
of it. Bburne has always been a most impartial 
fellow up to this date, so this little occurrence 
has thrown us off the rails. Before I go to pro 
test, though, have you any idea what is the 
matter 1 ”

“ He does not consider me fit for the eleven,’ 
said Acton with a light laugh, but also with 
perfect truth.

“ Rot ! ” said Dick, hurrying away.
He hunted up the other uine fdlows, and said 

bluntly his business.
“ I vote we all protest to Bourne. A round 

robin should meet the case.”
“ Good,” said Mivart. "Draw one up, Dicky, 

dear.”
Dick in time produced the following 
“ We, the undersigned, think that the St. Anion/ 

eleven is incomplete without John. Acton, oj Biffen’s 
house, and, consequently, that he ought to have the 
last cap; and we would beg the captain to offer 
it him unless there be very good reasons fen' not 
doing so. We would suggest that i f  John Acton 
isn’t to have the cap he be told the reason. The 
undersigned do not wish in the smallest degree 
to prejudice the right of the captain to select 
members fo r  the eleven, but think that in the 
present case the withJiolding of a cap from John 
Acton inexplicable

“ You’re a ready scribe, Dick,” said Chalmers. 
“ We may all sign that, eh?”

“ Yes,” said Worcester. “ I first, because I am 
undeservedly offered the cap, and the rest of you 
in order of membership.”

No one saw any objection to signing Dick’s 
memorandum, and forthwith, with all legal for
mality, the round robin was signed by the ten, 
and sent to Phil by Pi-k’s fag with orders to 
wait for an answer.

It came within five minutes.
"Dear Worcestei',— 1  have no intention of offer

ing John Acton a place in the St. Amory'a football
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eleven. There are good reasons for not doing so, 
and I  have already told Acton the reasons. Please 
let me know whether you accept the vacant place I  
had the pleasure o f offering you.—  Yours sincerely, 
Philip Bourne.”

This was a thunderbolt among the fellows. 
Then Acton knew !

Worcester posted back to Acton, lost in amaze
ment. •

“ Look at this, Acton !”
Acton carefully read Bourne's letter, and Dick, 

who was watching him anxiously, saw him bite 
his lips with rage; for Phil’s icy contempt stood 
out in every word of the letter.

“ He says you know why you are not in the 
eleven.”

Acton knew that he would have to explain 
something, or else Bourne would win the day 
yet. So he said :—

“ That is true. He told me so at the beginning 
of the season, but, of course, I never bargained 
for his keeping his word : and when you hear 
the reason he gave me—if this is his reason— 
you’ll gasp.”

“ Well,” said Dick, “ although I’ve no right to 
ask you, I ’d like to hear the plain, unvarnished 
tale, for, speaking out, Phil Bourne has always 
passed for a decent, level fellow. This business, 
somehow, doesn’t seem his form at all, and it is 
only fair to him to say it.”

“ Did you see the match we had with Shannon’s 
scratch team when the term began 1 ”

“ I did.”
“ Did you notice anything about my play 1 ”
“ You opened our eyes a bit, I remember.”
“ Did I play roughly ? ”
“ No. Not quite th a t! You were not gentle ; 

but you aren’t that as a rule, though your game is 
fair enough.”

“ Not for Bourne. He doesn’t like my game. 
I ’m too r©«|hr It’s bad form, pace Bourne, there
fore I ’m barred my place in the eleven.”

“  Is that the explanation ? ”
“ Yes. Honour bright! Except Acton paused 

diplomatically for a moment— “ except, I don’t 
think he likes me.”

“ Then Phil is a fool, and he’ll find out pretty 
speedily that we can’t stand rot of this quality. 
I, of course, can’t take the cap.”

“ My dear fellow, why in the world not ? I f  yon 
don’t, some other house will get it. Biffen’s 
deserves two fellows in the eleven this year.”

“ They do, by Jove !”
“ Then let us have the satisfaction of keeping 

out another Corker fellow.”
Dick told the other fellows plainly and with

out any gilding, his conversation with Acton, and 
they pressed him to go and sec Phil person

ally ; so Dick marched heavily to Bourne’s 
quarters.

“ Sorry, Worcester, but I cannot explain any
thing. Not even to you. But I do hope you’ll 
come into the eleven.”

Dick said shortly, “  I  think I shall, for Biffen’s 
deserves the other cap, though the right fellow 
isn’t getting it. By the way, Bourne, you’ll not 
be very sweet to the school generally after this. 
They— the fellows— to a man, are no end cut up 
over Acton’s treatment.”

“ I supposed they would be. I  kn£w it would 
be so.”

“ Look here, Phil. You always did the square 
thing. Let us have the reason for this,” said 
Dick earnestly.

“ Sorry, Worcester, I can’t.”
“ Good night, then.”
“ Good night.”
The rage and consternation of the Biffenites 

when they found that Bourne was immovable 
in his decision can be imagined. Some were 
inclined to take the matter up to Corker’s throne, 
but they were a miserable minority.

“ Let Corker have a finger in our own private 
affairs! ” said Dick, with intense disgust. “ What 
next, gentlemen 1 We won’t be able to blow our 
own noses without his permission. Keep the 
masters out of this, whatever we do. Can’t we 
see the thing through ourselves 1 I vote we try, 
anyhow.”

Some were inclined to blame Dick for accepting 
the cap ; but pretty generally it was agreed that, 
if Acton was not to have it, Dick was the next 
best man, but at what a distance ! The honour of 
having two men in the eleven was no solatium for 
the wounded pride of Biffen’s, when they con
sidered their great injury. The reason, though, 
was, naturally, what puzzled them— and, for the 
matter of that, the whole school. Did Bourne 
expect his team to play footer as though it were a 
game of croquet 1 Were drawing-room manners 
to be introduced on to the Acres’ clay ? Were 
the famous eleven of St. Amory’s to amble about, 
like a swarm of bread-and-butter misses ? One 
wit suggested wadded coats and respirators. 
Acton rough, indeed ! Phil Bourne must be an 
embodiment of his grandmother then ! Most of 
the fags in Biffen’s house sent Phil elaborate 
instructions for “ a nice drawing-room game to 
take the place of ‘ Socker’ football— nasty, rough 
‘ Socker ’ footer— for one-and-six, and guaranteed 
to do no injury to the most delicate constitution. A 
child can play i t !” These letters were anonymous, 
of course ; but Biffen’s house-paper was freely 
used. “ Anyhow,” said Phil, with a gentle smile 
to me, “ the spelling is obviously Biffen’s.”

Acton went on his own way, serenely indifferent
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to his house, which would have made a god ofi 
him on the smallest provocation. He cheerfully 
ignored Bourne, and he had the art of never 
seein? Phil when they met, m school or out, 
though, of course, Phil minded this not at all. 
When the Carthusians were played, Acton spent 
the afternoon reading with Raven, whose exam, 
was nowr very near ; and, whilst the two were 
grinding out all the absurd details of Horace 
and his patron, “ and the poet’s little farm, and 
the other rot which gains Perry Exhibitions,” the 
shouts and cheers of the school down at the 
Acres came floating up the hill to their room.

The school lost their match with the Carthu
s ia n s— the match which a good St. Amoriarv 
would rather win than any two others —  and it 
was plain that Dick, though a useful fellow, 
could not bottle up the forwards in the Actonian 
style. This defeat was the last straw to break 
the back of the school’s patience.

It  was customary, after the Carthusian match, 
for the footer captain to give his eleven a formal 
tea. Phil arranged the usual preliminaries, sick 
at heart, and wearily certain as to the result. 
Three put in an appearance— Vercoe, Baines, and 
Roberts— and in place of the burly forms of the 
rest of the St. Amory’s eleven, the sylph-like 
figures of their fags flitted to Phil’s hall of 
entertainment with curt little notes! Worcester 
and the rest “ regretted they were unable to 
avail themselves of the captain’s invitation.”

The tea was not a success.
The school followed the plain lead of the eleven, 

and as Phil hurried along to chapel the next day 
no one hooked in with him, as had been done “ the 
day before yesterday !” He was left severely 
alone.

In plain words, St. Amory’s School consigned 
Phil Bourne to Coventry.

(To be continued.)

THE OARS FOR THE ’VARSITY
Just as both the boats for this year’s 

race have been m ade by the sam e firm—Messrs. S im s , o f P u tn e y — so b o th  sets  o f oars (most in d isp e n sab le  im p le m e n ts  o f aquatic w arfare !) are being supplied b y  th e  eminent oar and scu ll makers, M e ssrs . E d ward A y lin g  &  S o n s , of the sam e riverside address. T h e  fo llo w ing facts c o n ce rn in g  the O x f o r d  a n d  Cambridge oars h ave  been sent to  u s b y  the m an u factu rers.
Dimensions of Cambridge 

Oars :—
12ft. 4in. over all.
Leverage 3ft. 8|m.
Blades ofin. wide.

Of fo r d ;—
J2ft. 4iins. over all.
'Leverage 3ft. Sin.
Blades 5fin. wide.The oars u sed are selected  from  a b o u t N o  m is h a p  h a s  o ccu rred  sin ce  th e  p a te n tlWo thousand, w h ich  are g o t o u t d u r in g  b u tto n  h as b een in  u s e .

the previous autum n and winter, and the 
wood has been seasoning for three 
years.T h is  firm  h a s  m ad e th e  oars s in ce  1869.
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The curious looking label issued for 

Balliol College was never used, owing 
to its appearance just as a decision was 
arrived at to discontinue the stamps, 
for reasons which will be explained 
presently.

The issues of stamps for the Cam
. bridge Colleges were limited to three, 

Queen's College in 1883, St. John’s in 
1884, and Selwyn in the same year. HT1RTFOHI)

AIKJVTON, 1676. LINCOLN.
S3

O xford.

Ruble ...
s.
5

d.
0 Exeter ..

3.
2

d.
0

Hertford ... r 6 All Souls ... 2 0
Merton ;.. 10 0 St. John's .. 2 0
Lincoln ... 7 6 Baliiol .. 15 0

C ambridge.
5, d.

Queen’s ... ... ... 4 0
St. John's ... ... O 0
Seltvyh ... ... ... 2 0

A L L  S O U L H . B T . J O H N 'S .

BALLIOL. QUEEN'S.

So little appears to be known about the 
stamps of either of the universities, and so very 
few have been met with on original covers, that 
I am hopeful that these cursory descriptions 
will lead to some correspondence on the subject 
by those who were at the colleges at the time 
during which they were used. No record 
appears to have been kept, either of their dates 
of issue or of the various varieties by the colleges 
or the local stationer through whom they were 
procured.

In 1885 they were discontinued, chiefly on 
account of a feeling which prevailed that the 
stamps were an infringement of the prerogative 
of the Post Office; in fact, I believe I am 
correct in stating that communications , were 
sent from St. Martins-le-Grand to the several
colleges informing them of the decision.

The stamps should be especially interesting 
|o varsity men, although some difficulty might 
be experienced in obtaining a complete Set. No 
doubt some will wish to know the values of the 
various varieties, and for the benefit of such I 
Tiote lire prices given in Mr. H. L ’Estrange 
. en s latest catalogue of British stamps, and it 
1S to Mr. Ewen I am indebted for an oppor- 
tumty to illustrate the college emissions.

The values given are those of the cheapest 
varieties; they are also prices for unused speci
mens only.

SOME INTERESTING NEW ISSUES.

A ustria.*—The currency in Austria has been 
changed from kreutzers and guldens, or florins, 

to “  heller” and “ krone.” From 
January 1st, 1900, 100 heller 
will equal 1 krone, the equiva
lent of 10d. in English money. 
The new currency has been 
adopted upon the entire series 
of postage stamps, which, as 
the illustration shows, retains 
the old designs, with new 
values. (Bosnia and Hungary, 

I am informed, have both been supplied with new 
issues, with the new currency expressed.)

B olivia.— The entire series of seven stamps, 
comprising the 1894 issue, has been overprinted, 

which enigmatical inscription stands far 
“ Estado Federale.” Another seven varie

ties to add to Bolivia !

AUSTRIA.

% Specimens for illustration and description from Messrs. Whitfield King & Co.



P robably few readers of T h e  C aptain , even 
those located in our university cities, have any 
knowledge o f an interesting series of stamps 
which was issued some years back by the 
colleges of Oxford and Cambridge In fact, 
very little information is available upon the 
subject, even to those of an inquiring turn of 
mind, partly on account of the limited period of 
existence w’hich the stamps enjoyed, and mainly 
because by many they are considered to rank 
among “  local ” or “  private ” issues— not being 
admissible to a general collection of 
Government issues. It is not my in
tention to discuss here the merits or 
demerits of the stamps in question, 
although the strongest argument which 
could be adduced in their favour as 
being legitimate postage stamps is an 
able article by Professor A. S. Napier;
M.A., Ph.D., on the stamps which was 
published some seven years ago in the 
well - known philatelic magazine, the 
Monthly Journal. In this article, Mr. Napier 
explains that “ from time immemorial the very 
considerable correspondence which passes dur
ing the Oxford term-time between the different 
coUeevi was not forwarded by the Post Office, 
but by private n* —enger* in the employment 
of tit- several colleges'’— this was previous to 
1S74— the method of despatching the corre- 
.pondenre consisting n the sender initialling 

ibe letter he drvirnd to despatch, either to 
another part of the city or to one of the other

colleges, when it would be conveyed by one of 
the college messengers, and a small fee for 
delivery would be charged to the sender’s 
account.

In 1871, the authorities o f Keble College, 
Oxford, decided to have recourse to a less 
troublesome system of payment for delivery, by 
issuing stamps which could be sold to the 
undergraduates, and affixed by them to their 
letters. A  stamp of the accompanying design 
was issued, being little more than the “  arms ” 

of the college within a pointed oval, 
inscribed “ Keble College, Oxon.” This 
was embossed on vermilion-coloured 
paper, gummed and perforated, and 
represented a face value of one half
penny. The stamp was affixed to the 
letter, and after being defaced with two 
pencil marks by the college messenger, 
the letter was delivered to the addressee. 
I f  an extra stamp was affixed, it ensured 
a prepaid reply.

It is not surprising to learn that the new 
scheme was not enthusiastically received by 
other of the Oxford C olleges; in fact, some 
four or five years passed before their labour
saving qualities .were impressed upon the 
authorities of Hertford College, when the 
accompanying stamp was issued (1875). .

Then came emissions from other colleges in 
quick succession— Merton in 1876, Lincoln in 
1877, Exeter in 1882, and All Souls and St. 
John’s in 1884.

-.‘1 '

u d l z , 1671.
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Cook I slands.*— A shilling Stamp in the type 
illustrated has been current some time. A  Ad. 
value has just been issued, 
which I illustrate. The illus
tration in the centre is pro
bably the “ oof-bird,” a species 
which is not indigenous. If 
I am mistaken, perhaps some 
reader can suggest its order.

Columbia.* —  The stamp c o o k  i s l a n d s . 

illustrated appears to have, 
in company with a 10c. blue value, an interesting 
history. It is really a local issue for Cartagena, 
the two stamps being issued last November. As 
far as I can ascertain, these two stamps are a 
sequel to my recent article entitled, “ War : Its 
Effect on Postage Stamps.” Messrs. Whitfield 
King & Co., who sent me the specimens, 
write :—

Our correspondent at Cartagena says “ that owin^ to 
the revolution which broke out on October 20th, communi
cation with the capital was cut off. so that supplies of 

stamps could not be got to Carta
gena. hence these provisionals were 
made,.500 each of 5c. and 10c. ; thd 
smudgy surcharge is meant for three 
stars, and is a sort o f official seal 
or guarantee.”

The stamps being locally printed, 
this surcharge is put on at the time 
of sale at the post office, as a sort 
of safeguard in case of any unautho
rised leakage, no stamps being avail
able without the surcharge. W e can 
guarantee these authentic, as the 
letter in which they came to us 
was prepaid with two of the same 
stamps ; we only received twenty of 
each.

5c. red on buff, surcharge violet; 10c. blue on 
buff, surcharge violet.

F r a n c e . * — Ew en's W eekly Stam p News 
says

France is going to issue new stamps next year, on the 
occasion of the Exhibition. The set will consist of values, 
10, 15, 20, 25 and 30 centimes. The design will represent 
the figure o f the Republic sitting, holding^.in the hand a 
tablet with the inscription, "  Droits de, rhoipine.1’ A shield, 
surrounded by laurels, will bear the indication of the value 
of the stamp.

W e wonder if the judges o f M.
Dreyfus had anything to do with 
choosing the inscription?

H ayti.*—I have three new 
colours to mention, the current 
1c., 2c., and 5c. in green, lake, 
and blue, respectively.

Morocco. — Another G er
man Colony to be added to m o h o c c o . 

the list described last month 
— Morocco. I  illustrate the lOpf. value, which 
shows the surcharge. The 3, 5, 10, 20, 25, and 
50pf. stamps have all been so treated.

POUT SAID, f

QUEENSLAND.

F ort Said ,—An addition to French colonial 
issues this time. The entire set of current French 
stamps from 1 cent to 5 francs 
has been surcharged as illus
trated, “ Port Said ”

Queensland has issued a 
new type for her halfpenny 
stamp, which I illustrate. This 
makes eight distinct varieties 
of h a lfp e n n y  stam ps for 
Queensland, past and present.
— Ad. green.

Samoa.—Owing to change of 
Government (Samoa has now 
been ceded to Germany) the 
current stamps are being pro
visionally used with the words 
“ P ro v is io n a l G o v t.”  over
printed. The following values 
have been so treated, id,, Id., 
2d., 4d., 5d., 6d., Is., and 2s. 6d. 
I illu s tr a te  th e  Id . value. 

German stam ps su rch arged  
“ Samoach ” will be used in 
future. ' '

Alexandria .—Messrs. Whit
field King Co. have sent me 
a set of French stamps sur
charged “ Alexandrie” in various 
colours. These are for use at 
the French P.O. there.

B ritish H onduras. — Some 
new values have been issued in 
the current type— high values—and lienee only a 
passing reference must be made. 50c. green and 
carmine, $1 green and carmine, $2 green and ultra
marine, $5 green and black.

B avaria.— Some new values have been Issued 
here in the old familiar “  Arms ” type. They are: 
2pf. grey, 30pf. green, 40pf. yellow, and 80pf. lilac.

Cape of Good H ope. —  Mr. Ewen has for
warded me a stamp of the accompanying design, 
which is certainly no improve
ment on the prettydesign which 
it supersedes. I take it that 
the view is one of Table Bay, 
showing the mountain in the 
background. It  is scarcely a 
fitting design for present events 
in South Africa— war evidently 
has no effect on postage stamps 
in Capetown.—Id. carmine.

Ceylon.— Three new stamps:
12c. sage-green and red, 15c. in blue instead of 
sage-green, and a large and handsome 1 rupee 50c. 
stamp. ~

SAMOA “ PROVIS. 
GOVT.”

FROM  TH E SEAT OS 

WAR.

* 3becimens for illustration and description from Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. *
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GERMANY.

HUNGARY.

G e r m a n y .— Horrors ! Tlie design of the new 
German stamps is given herewith, or, rather, the 

design of the values up to 80p f.; 
those beyond this are fine and, 
large, and exhibit a view of the' 
General Post Office at Berlin. 
I  cannot bring myself to view 
these new designs as any im
provement on the simple type 
they supersede. The values 
and colours are as, follows : 3pf. 
brown, 5pf. green, lOpf. car
mine, 20pf. ultramarine,. 25pf. 

black (centre) and orange on 
yellow, 30pf. black and orange 
on buff, 40pf. black and carmine 
on white, 50pf. black and lilac 
on buff, 80pf. black and carmine 
on pale red, 1 mark carmine,
2m. blue, 3m. lilac, 5m. carmine 
(centre) and black.

H u n g a r y . —  Messrs. Whit
field King & Co. have sent me 
the new Hungarian stamps, with

the new currency, “ filler ” and 
“ korona,” expressed. I illus
trate one of each type, also the 
new newspaper stamp. If. grey- 
black, 2f. yellow, 3f. orange, 4f. 
mauve, 5f. green, 6f. purple- 
brown, lOf. rose, 25f. blue, 30f. 
red-brown, 50f. magenta, 60f. 
dull green, lk. red-brown, 3k. 
sage-green. The value is in 
black on each value. News

paper stamp, 2f. red, imperf.
Holland.— The three colo

nies, Curasao, Dutch Indies, 
and Surinam, have been pro
vided with a set of surcharged 
stamps pending the arrival of 
the permanent new type as 
issued for Holland. This is 
dreadful! I  really cannot spare 
space for descriptions of the “ unpaid.” 
various surcharges. D u tch

Colonials, of early issue should 
be worth collecting. Have you 
got them all 1

N e w  Z e a l a n d . — What do 
you thiuk of the accompanying 
design for new unpaid letter 
stam p s! M essrs. Whitfield 
King Jr Co. send me this to 
illustrate. The value is in red, 
and the remainder of the de
sign in green. There are five 

Ad., Id., 2d., 4d., and 6d.

HUNGARY.

c -  O

NEW ZEALAND 
“  UNPAID."

values:

S o u t h  A u s t r a l ia .— A  new Jd. stamp has been 
issued here, but as yet I have not seen a copy, 
id. bright green. The federation of the Austra
lasian Colonies is fast approaching completion. 
This may mean one design for all the colonies, 
and then there will be a rush for the retiring 
designs. Forewarned is forearmed.

T a s m a n ia .— A  pictorial set of stamps is being 
issued, of which the Id. and 2d. values are out, 
although not yet in hand for illustrating. The Id. 
represents Mount Wellington, the 2d. has a view 
of Hobart Colours : Red and bluish mauve.

U n it e d  S t a t e s .— I  hear that tne authorities 
have really decided to issue a pictorial set of 
stamps to advertise the forthcoming Buffalo Ex
hibition. There are to be six values : lc., 2c., 4c., 
5c., 8c., and 10c.

I shall be obliged if stamp collectors resident 
in foreign parts, especially in the British Colonies, 
will send me early information of new issues, 
accompanied, whenever possible, by specimens. 
These will always be acknowledged. While I 
cannot enumerate every new issue in these 
columns, * I am anxious that the boys should 
hear early news of all the important ones.

ANSW ERS TO CORRESPON DEN TS.
[ N o t e .— Correspondents will greatly oblige the Editor 

of the “ Stamp Collector”  by stating their queries as 
briefly as possible.]

I. W. B .-Sorry I  cannot comply with your 
request. I  was never at the school you mention, 
but was grown down that way.

C. Benfold, residing in Victoria, Australia, 
“ never bothered about stamp-collecting until he 
read my articles in T h e  C a p t a i n .”  N o w  he sends 
me quite a collection of Victorian stamps, and says 
lie can think of nothing else but stamps. Well 
done, C a p t a in  ! We value our strong colonial 
contingent.

Veda, M. S —The small id. British stamp, 
plate 9, used, if a good copy, is worth 5s. Yes, 
the current |d. and Id. stamps will shortly be 
changed in colour to green and red respectively.

“  I r is h  I v y .” — I am glad to hear from a fair 
Hibernian collector. “  Ivy ” ha3 only been collect
ing since May, 1899, and has already 1,013 varieties. 
Capital ! Yes, “ Ivy,” go in for Australian stamps 
by all means; the federation of the colonies will 
soon be un fa it accompli.

C. Beck.—Which id . British stamp do you 
refer to?

B. L. J .—(1) Id.; (2) 3d.; (3) 3d.
T . H . D n r r a n s .— Yes, the Canadian is an 

error, but of no special value, as a large quantity 
were printed. The lid . Victorian is the ordinary 
stamp of that value.

[N.B.—Replies by post can only be sent when a 
stamped envelope is enclosed, A number of answers hre 
held over till next month.']

t



THE GHOSTS OF OLD BIGSIDE
B v AN “  O i.d R ug,”

I*

O n dashed the Scotch mail through the night, 
and the monotonous thud of the flying wheels 
had its due effect on my fellow-passengers from 
Edinburgh, who, under its influence, were soon 
giving audible evidence that they were sleeping 
the sleep o f the just.

But no such boon was vouchsafed to myself, 
and, after courting the drowsy god for fully an 
hour, I took up my Bradshaw and began to 
study, in an aimless sort o f way, the route which 
we were following, and the time at which we 
were due to arrive at the various stations.

The information given by Bradshaw was not 
voluminous. We had passed Crewe, and were 
due at Rugby at 1.54 a.m.

R u gb y! What visions of the past did not 
that magic name conjure up? What fights 
behind the school-house ! What glorious vic
tories over the “  louts ” when the snow lay thick 
in the close ! What battles on “ Old Bigside ” 
for the honour of being “ Cock-house” ! And then 
the great match at Lord’s, when we beat Marl
borough by an innings and ever so many runs ! 
And the bringing home of the Ashburton Shield

by torchlight! All these, and a host o f other 
scenes of my youth, flashed through my mind as 
the train whirled on.

And as the names— aye, and the faces, too— 
of scores of my contemporaries came back to my 
mind, I fell to wandering how it could be that I 
had lost sight of them all so completely.

The more I thought over it all, the more the 
idea possessed me— not to pass the old place 
again without visiting it.

The idea became more and more fixed in my 
mind, and by the time the application of the 
brakes announced our approach to Rugby sta
tion, I had given up struggling against it.

“  After all, what does it matter ? ” I said to 
myself. “  I can indulge this stupid fancy— no
body will be the wiser— and I can take the next 
train on, which will land me at Euston at six 
o’clock instead of 3.50. Here goes ! ”

I rolled up my travelling-rug and jumped out 
as the train stopped. Telling the guard to see 
that my luggage was left in the cloak-room at 
Euston, I walked briskly down the platform and 
out into the road.
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The night yms not cold, but the moon, which 

was nearly full, was obscured every few minutes 
by heavy clouds. S îll, I knew every inch of 
the road, and ten minutes’ walk brought me 
into the High Street, and showed me the o ld ' 
school-gate, with the window of the Sixth school 
above it, and the flagstaff over all.

There was not a soul to be seen. The school- 
gates were shut, and the only sound was the 
sighing of the wind in the branches of the old 
elms bordering the close.

I walked on— past the gates, past the school- 
house with its ivy-covered tower, and turned 
up the Barby Road towards the gate of the 
close.

It was locked !
“ Of course it would be locked at that time,”

I reflected.
But into the close I meant to go, and I soon 

swung myself over the railings and found myself 
on “ Old Bigside.”

There were the goals, as of yore ; there was 
the pavilion, backed up by the trees on the 
island ; there— yes, strangest of a l l !— there were 
the Three Trees.

I had heard— I forget how or when— that 
these famous giants, who had looked down on 
generation after generation o f boys, had fallen 
at last some years ago; and yet there they were, 
as erect and proud as ever, their branches sway
ing and creaking in the wind !

I was wondering at the strangeness of this 
resurrection, when still stranger things happened. 
The moonlight, fitful enough so far, gradually 
became brighter and steadier, until at last, out 
on “ Old Bigside,” it was as light as day.

I remember glancing at the school clock, and 
that it struck three as I looked; and while I 
wondered how I could possibly have spent an 
hour and ten minutes since leaving the train, 
footsteps caught my ear.

Footsteps coming from the “  quad ” ! Few 
at first— but ever thicker and faster, until a 
perfect rush ensued, and suddenly a swarm of 
boys turned the corner of the chapel and came 
racing out to “  Old Bigside.” I stood behind a 
tree as they passed, and to my astonishment I 
recognised faces which I had not seen for thirty 
years! And I stood spellbound, while all my 
school-fellows of those days passed me in a 
steady stream and mustered once more round 
the time-honoured ground.

Two groups went across to the old pavilion, 
stripped off their coats, and took up their posi
tion in the centre of the ground, and then, look
ing at these groups, I began to understand.
H This was the great match for “  Cock-house,”

ours ” against the school - house— which had 
been played for three days in vain, for neither
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side had scored. This was the fourth day’s 
play, and every boy in the school was there to 
see the end.

There was our team— how well I remembered 
them all now!— with Headley, the captain of the 
School XX. at their head, and, it seemed to me, 
not over pleased, as he quickly glanced up and 
down the line. 1

“  Are you ready ? ” , shouted the school-house 
captain.

“  No ! ” was the answer; and then followed :
“  Where’s Pemberton ? ”

At the mention of my name my heart leapt 
into my mouth, but I could have no more 
resisted that appeal than jumped the eight foot 
wall into the Doctor’s garden opposite.

“  Here ! ” I shouted, and, tearing off my over
coat, ran across to my old place A  second 
“ Are you ready?” and the ball came flying 
over our heads— a truly magnificent kick-off.

And so began a match of which I, who had 
taken part in so many in the old days, can safely 
say that I never saw the equal.

Whetheriit was the intense rivalry between the 
two “  houses,” strained to the highest pitch by 
the three days undecided struggle— whether it 
was the .excitement of the rest of the school, 
who cheered| every point in the game to the
echo, or whether it was------It does not
matter what it was, but I played, and we all 
played as we never did before or since, and 
Rugby football in those days was no child’s play 
either.

Hacking began at the very outset of the game 
between two deadly enemies who found them
selves face to face in the first scrimmage; and 
I remember thinking that I knew all about 
their quarrel, and that I found it perfectly 
natural that they should “  have it out ” in this 
way. But hacking had a way of spreading in 
those days, and it needed hard work and much 
shouting on the part of both captains to reduce 
it to its legitimate use— the forcing of the ball 
through the scrimmage.

Time after time this was successfully accom
plished by our forwards— time after time one of 
the fleet school-house half-backs secured it and 
was off, only to be collared and “  scragged ” by 
our own. The scrimmages swayed backwards 
and forwards, and we shoved and shoved, with 
the breath nearly squeezed out of our bodies, to 
get “  on the ball,” where the press was thickest 
and the hacking hardest.

A t last the school-house gave way, and through 
the struggling mass o f boys— bent almost double 
in a desperate attempt to hold their ground—  
pressed Headley, with the ball gripped tight 
between his feet. Amid a perfect yell of delight 
from our supporters in the school, he emerged
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first from the press, and the school-house half
backs rushed a', him.

“  Follow u p ! ” he shouted, and we dashed 
after him through the broken ranks of our 
enemies, and literally over his body, for he 
had been hacked over as “  first on side ” ; but 
it was too late !

The enemy’s half-back had got the ball, and 
was well away before we could secure him. Our 
own half-backs did their best, but he was too 

'quick for them, and the only safety now was in 
our back on the island side

Warily enough, the two neared each other, 
running the while for dear life, while the school 
held their breath, and we, weary and pumped 
after the hard work in the scrimmages, felt that 
the issue had passed from our hands. At 
last ithey were close together, and our back, 
watching his opportunity, gave a mighty clutch 
at his opponent’s shoulders. Horror of horrors! 
H e had grasped the jersey— and the jersey only 
— and with a wriggle the half-back, stripped to 
the waist, was running for the line, while our 
man lay sprawling on the grass, with the best 
part of the jersey in his hands.

A  mighty cheer arose as the ball was touched 
down, and we sauntered back crestfallen to the 
line, there to wait the pleasure of th£ school-
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house captain, who was carefully making the 
“  tee ” for the fatal kick.

And fatal it was, in all conscience— for the 
ball, struck straight and true, rose well above 
our heads as we rushed forward, and sailed 
gracefully between the posts.

And now occurred the strangest thing of all. 
I found myself walking slowly across the ground 
to the other goal, surrounded by the friends 
of thirty years ago— and yet, not one of them 
greeted me, nor seemed to take my presence as 
anything but as a matter of course— neither did 
I myself feel that there was any reason for 
greetings.

It seemed to me perfectly natural that they 
should be there, and that I should be amongst 
them— as natural as that the three trees should 
have risen from the dead, so to speak, and 
be standing where they had stood beyond the 
memory of man. But there was little time for 
reflection.

“  We must get a goal in the next twenty 
minutes,” said Headley, and every one of us 
vowed inwardly that our captain’s words should 
be obeyed.

And in a trice we were at it again— shoving, 
hacking, and all the rest of it. Twice we had 
to give way before the onslaught of the school- 

house forwards; once our half 
back saved the day by a lucky 
drop into touch, and once our 
back carried the game into the 
enemy’s quarters by a magnificent 
run.

But it was now close to time, 
and for the last two minutes the 
scrimmage had halted close to 
the three trees, swaying, but 
never breaking, and the sound 
of the hacking “  on the ball ” be
came almost monotonous to those 
who were not within reach of it.

Suddenly I found myself in 
possession o f the ball, and became 
aware at the same instant that 
my shins were the centre of attrac-’ 
tion in consequence. ft Good 
Heavens ! How should I stand 
it after thirty years of immunity?” 
I asked myself— but, the next' 
instant I had forgotten every
thing, except my duty— to guard 
that ball with my life, and force 
it through, by hook or by crook. 
Panting, toiling, sweating faces 
pressed close to mine— hacks 
rained hard and fast on my un
fortunate shins— but still I held 
on. Would the strain never
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relax ? Yes ! At last the sway
ing mass turned a little on 
one side— “ Now ! ” shouted 
Headley, close behind me—  
and one desperate effort broke 
the scrimmage. __

I was alone— so it seemed 
— with the ball still in front of 
me, and the supreme joy of 
that moment I shall never 
forget. In vain the half-backs 
charged. I knocked one of 
them over, dribbled past the 
other, and, picking up the ball, 
ran for the goal. But, before 
I reached it, a huge weight 
fell upon me, an arm caught 
me round the neck, and 
down I went. Luckily for 
me, my captor rolled right 
over me. I freed myself, 
still grasping the ball, saw 
the goal in front of me, and, 
just as I was again seized from 
behind, gave a desperate drop- 
kick, and, to my unutterable 
delight, saw the ball fly be
tween the posts as I  fell 
heavily to the ground.

The match was saved 1
“ No s id e !” called a sten

torian voice.
I picked myself up and 

looked round. T he close was 
empty— the players had van
ished, and the moon was 
disappearing behind a bank of clouds.

“ Tickets, please, s ir!— Willesden Junction, 
sir— you will be in in ten minutes ! ”

8TCDY. TRADITIONALLY SAID TO BE TOM BBOWKE’ S.

It was all a dream. Otherwise I would not 
for the world have mentioned my share in it.

THE

Half a length, half a length, 
Half a length onward ;
Right for the winning-post 
Rowed Cambridge and Oxford. 
“ Forward ! ” the cox’n cried ; 
“ Make for the Surrey side ! ” 
Cleaving old Father Thames, 
Rowed Cambridge and Oxford.

UNIVERSITY BOAT

Forward, Light Blue Brigade ! 
Were the Dark Blues dismayed ? 
No, not a man of them,
Tho’ cox’n thundered.
Theirs not to make reply ; 
Theirs not to reason why, 
Theirs but to pull, and p ly ; 
Eager and out of breath, 
Rowed Cambridge and Oxford.

RACE.

Ladies to right of them,
Steamers to left of them,
Backers all round them,
Shouted and thundered ;
Bawled at by snob and swell,
Boldly they rowed and well,
Pulling with‘ bated breath.
Who’ll win ? Who can tell ?
As each stroke is numbered.«



CYCLE NOVELTIES FOR 1900

B y Walter  Dex t e r .

Autkor of “ The Story of the Cycle” etc.

IT is at this time of the year that the majority of 
our readers are undoubtedly looking forward to 
the days that are to come, when, having pur

chased their new bicycle, they may jump into the 
saddle and scour the 
high roads and the 
bye-roadsaround their 
ow n  h o m e s. The 
q u estio n  as to the 
new machine which it 
has been decided to 
purchase, is of great 
moment. Shall it be 
that “ classic mount’’ 
the Rover, a Rudge- 
W h itw o rth , Gam- 
spede, or one of B.S.A. 
or C.C. parts ? Shall it 
have a fixed or a free 
w h eel? Which ma
chine will present you 
the best value for your 
money 1

These are difficult questions to decide, but this 
short review of the season’s novelties will, it is 
hoped, prove useful in helping the reader to arrive 
at a satisfactory decision in a short space of time. 

The only great change that is instituted this
season is one 
which will be, it 
is said, all the 
rage,and which, 
to a certain ex
tent, will give a 
fresh impetus to 
the cycle trade. 
We refer to the 
substitution o f 
free  fo r  fixed 
w h e e ls ,  and 
many go so far 
as to assert that 
in a year free 

phj. 2. wheels will be
as common as

pneumatic tyres, but whether this will really be 
the case we will not go so far as to say, although 
there is every probability of this being so.

Free wheels are by no means a novelty, for the

Coventry Machinists’ Company, the introducers 
of the bicycle, as those of you who read the article 
in the January number of T he Captain will 
already know, fitted a free wheel to their machine

m ore than eighteen 
years ago, and at the  ̂
la s t  S ta n le y  Show 
one of the orig in al 
c lu tc h e s  w a s  e x 
hibited.

Of later years free 
wheels have been no
ticeable on the major
ity of carrier tricycles 
It is rather a common 
sight to see the riders 
of these carrier cycles 
spinning along with
o u t  re v o lv in g  the 
pedals. But all these 
free wheeled machines 
made a clicking noise 
when the pedals and 

chain were stationary but the wheels revolving, 
and it was not until Mr. A. P. Morrow brought 
out his roller friction clutch that free wheels 
caught on with the cyclist generally.

Below is a drawing of the Morrow Free Wheel 
Clutch, showing 
rollers, springs, 
and blocks. This 
forms the chain 
ring of the back 
hub. In fixed 
w h eels  this is 
all of one piece, 
but in the free 
wheel the inner 
ling is separate 
from the outer 
one w ith  t h e  
teeth, and alone 
is fixed to the 
hub. FIG. 3.

Our next il
lustration show's the working of the free wheel. 
Here is shown the chain ring stationary, whilst 
the inner ring is revolving; that is to say, 
the back wheel is revolving whilst the pedals

FIG. 1.—THE MORROW FREE WHEEL CLUTCH.

/
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and chain are still. Each chamber, as will be 
seen, has its roller, block, and spring. The slight 
gap between the two rings is made more apparent 
for the sake of clearness. In this case the roller 
remains inert against the block, and there is no 
connection between 
the two rings. '

But when pressure 
is app lied  to  th e  
pedals a ch an ge  
takes place, a change 
which is illustrated 
by F ig . 3 . T he 
roller, it must be 
remembered, is in 
actual contact with 
the inner face of the 
chain ring. When 
the chain ring, actu
ated by a pull on
the chain, moves forward, the roller is carried 
with it up the incline plane of the chamber, and 
there wedges the whole of the device together, 
and power is thus communicated to the driving- 
wheel. There is a  charm about the free wheel, 
for w ith it the cyclist can “ coast ” 
long distances, even where there 
is hardly any noticeable decline, 
without moving his feet round 
with the pedals, or even remov
ing his feet from them, for a 
slight backward pressure puts the 
free wheel into action; the pedals 
stop revolving, but the wheels continue 
to revolve, without so much friction as 
if the wheel was a fixed one, and the 
rider’s feet were upon the foot-rests.

As will have been seen, with a free-wheeled 
machine, back-pedalling is impossible, for as 
soon as the backward pressure is applied to 
the pedal, the free wheel clutch is set to work, 
and the machine moves even faster than ever.
A brake, therefore, is absolutely essential, and 
tiie best of all is a back-pedalling rim brake, 
which is put into action by back - pedalling 
with a little more force than is necessary to 
set the free wheel into action.

Him brakes seem to be at present the most 
effective, and are fitted by all manufacturers. 
Nevertheless, these have their disadvantages, 
as they are liable to pull the wheel out of the 
true. Some of the leading companies, the 
Hover to wit, are perfecting the “ band” 
brake, worked by means of a lever at the handle- 
,̂ar> the power being communicated by means of a 

Bowden Wire.
(hie of the best of the many excellent back

pedalling brakes is that made by the B.S.A.

company, and is illustrated herewith. I t  acts 
on the back rim with great force, and all the 
mechanism is well covered* When using a free 
wheel and a back-pedalling brake, a front brake 
is also necessary in order to stop the machine

quickly, t>., without using the back-pedalling 
brake. The old plunger brake, acting on the tyre, 
has now been superseded by a plunger brake 
acting on the rim, and worked in just the same 
manner. An excellent one is the Rational Rim 

Brake, manufactured by the Dance 
Cycle C o.; whilst the Chinnock,of 
which we give an illustration, is 
one which has attracted a great 
deal of attention, and which is ex
tremely efficient although being the 
lightest on the market. The price 

is but 13s. 6d., and it can easily be fitted 
to any machine.

As to the machines themselves* there 
is little shown in the way of novelties, 
save the free wheel and the various kinds 
of brakes. All the leading firms are fit
ting free wheels, some of their own con
struction, others of the Morrow and other 
types, but the majority will supply any 
make that may be required.

The Referee cycles, known through
out the world as being the machines with 
the “  triple head,” have introduced a new 
frame. From the accompanying illus
tration it would seem as if the rider 
occupies a very unsupported position, but 
the designer, Mr. Cb L. Morris, claims 
that the rider feels less vibration on this 
than on one fitted with the usual back
stays. Needless to say, the frame is a 
strong one, and will rival the X frame 

which the Raleigh people exhibited last year and 
again put forward this, as being a stronger 
and leas jarring design than the usual diamond 
pattern.

We have mentioned above the “ triple head " of

FIG . 5. —  TH E 
CHIXNOCK 

BRAKE.
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the Referee cycle. As most of you are aware, the 
head of a bicycle is its weakest spot, and that the 
triple head-consists of a rod from the handle-bar 
to the front fork - crown, or either side of the 
ordinary head. Tills triple head is now also made 
in one, known as the “ Invisible ” triple head.

Next to the head, the front fork-crown is the 
weakest point. A  decided novelty and improve
ment is the Rudge Wedge Diamond fork-crown, 
which this company is fitting to all their cycles, 
and which is shown in Fig. 7. It  is an excellent 
idea, and should prove very serviceable as well as 
popular.

Juvenile machines, very suitable for the 
younger members of our readers, are still well 
to the fore, the principal being the Junior 
Safety of the Swift Cycle Co., and an excel
lent six - guinea machine, 
fitted with D u n lo p  ty re s , 
made by the Crescent Cy
cle Co.

As last year, all the lead
ing firms are supplying cheap 
machines for those who re
quire them, and a list of a 
few of the most prominent 
is given at the foot of this 
article. Of course, at the 
prices mentioned, the first- 
class tyres, such as Dunlop,
Palmer, or Fleuss, are not 
included, but other tyres, 
perhaps equally as good, are 
fitted instead. Of these lat
ter, the Warwick may be 
recommended as really be
ing, as the firm advertise,
“ a first-grade tyre at a second-grade price.”

It is useless for us to enumerate at length the

FIG. 8.—THE 1900 RAGLAN.

advantages of all the well-known cycles—they are 
even too well known— but we give below a list of

them. There is one machine, however, made 
by one of the first-class makers, which is being

FIG. 6.—THE REFEREE DOUBLE CROSS FRAME

sold at the ridiculously low price of eight guineas, 
and we cannot refrain from giving an illustration 

of it .  T he machines are 
fitted with Scott’s or A.B. 
tyres, brake and mudguards. 
We refer to  th e  R ag lan  
Roadster, No. 20, which is 
quite an innovation.

A l l  c y c le  manufacturers 
now sell their cycles on the 
“ payment by instalment ” 
principle, one or two guineas 
extra being charged for the 
accommodation, full particu
lars of which can be obtained 
upou application to the va
rious companies.

For the benefit of our girl 
readers, many of whom will 
read this article, we may 
add that all the above re
marks apply to their type 

of machine, as well as to those of their brothers.

R elia ble  Machines at Cheap R ates.
Name Manufacturer Price (net)

Meteor Rover Cycle Co.
>1 «» Jl

£ 8. 
10 10

d.
0

Meteor-Rover 12 12 0
Standard Rudge-Whitworth 10 10 0
Garmpede Gamage, Ltd. 10 10 0
Junior Safety Swift Cycle Co. 8 0 0
Roadster No. 20 

and 19 Raglan Cycle Co. 8 8 0
Special Popular New Hudson Cycle Co. 8 10 0
Standard It »» »» 99 9 10 0
Honesty John Piggott 

Gamage, Ltd.
9 0 0

Ilixum 7 15 0
B.S.A. Edward Grove,

272-4, Edgware Rd. 10 10 0

This latter is a most reliable machine, made 
throughout of the famous B.S.A. fittings, fitted 
with Dunlop tyres



•  AMIMiOWBOVSCAH 
HAKE THEN -AT HOME

W r it t e n  a n d  I llu str ated  ev A rth u r  Joh nson .

M o s t  of you are familiar with the coloured 
egg duly inscribed with some Easter message 
which is exchanged between one friend and 
another at this season of the year, yet few of 
us have discovered that this humble adjunct to 
the breakfast table offers exceptional material 
for the ready manufacture of some quaint and 
curious “  egg oddities.” These egg curios, 
moreover, are easily fashioned, and will in no 
way tax the resources of the average boy, who

with the aid of a few 
accessories always to 
hand, can provide 
himself with a num
ber of presentable 
Easter gifts as the 
result of an evening’s 
labour.

Having pro
vided ourselves 
w ith  a dozen 

hard-boiled eggs 
— selecting them 
carefully with a 
due regard to 
their subsequent 
use— we are able 
to  co m m en ce  
o p e r a tio n s  at 
o n c e . L et us 
attack our first 
s u b j e c t— o n e 
with whose facial 

who s a i d  “ bo bs ” ?—a fu n n y  old  curiosities we are
kan who l iv e s  in  Africa , whebij a l l  f a m i l i a r .  

t h e  diamonds COME FROM . S e le c t  a large
e lo n g a te d  egg  

and immerse in a solution of red ink and water 
to obtain the necessary flesh tint. When dr)-, 
proceed to pencil in the eyes, mouth, nose, 
etc., afterwards drawing over the lines with 
Indian ink. A  top hat is soon fashioned from 
a piece of stiff paper coloured black, unless, 
indeed, you insist on reality in all things, when 
m this case a piece of old felt will lend itself 
admirably for this purpose. The brim might be

made of a circle of cardboard suitably coloured, 
and with a sufficiently large opening in the 
centre to allow of 
/its being firmly 
g l u e d  t o  t h e  
egg. The hair is 
m a n u f a c t u r e d 1, 
from a piece of 
grey wadding fixed 
into iposition with 
glue. Give the 
edges of the wad
ding a few twists 
between fthe finger
tips, which will im
part the requisite 
look of nature fo 
thescrubbygrowth 
o f our su b je c t.
Draw on a card
a pipe as shown, colour to suit your fancy, glue 
the stem upon the mouth, and cne egg oddity 
stands to our credit.

“  Grave ” and “ Gay ” are soon 
made; these eggs must be used in 
their natural white
ness. The skele
ton head explains 
itself, care being 
taken to ensure a 
judicious applica
tion of Indian ink 
to obtain the neces
sary effect. The 
clown’s face should 
be carefully indi
cated with ink as 
before explained, 
marking here and 
there in red paint 
or ink those mys
tical signs with 
which all clowns from time immemorable have 
adorned their countenances. A  hat is soon 
fashioned from white paper twisted into a cone, 
while the paper collar may be fashioned from

— AND OAT!
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QUITE A F A M IL IA R  
OBJECT.

a piece of gaily-coloured stuff or paper as fancy 
dictates. Glue all accessories firmly to the egg.

The school-master calls for an effort on our
part, as there are several 
objects to attach to the 
egg. Colour the egg 
with the red ink solu
tion, duly marking in 
;he mouth and eyes. 
Our illustration shows 
the profile only, but 

you will, of course, cover the 
whole surface of the egg. A l
low the mouth to be placed on 
the right of the egg, as this 
will give the face a laughable 
expression. T he ears must 
be cut from stiff paper or 

card and fixed on with glue, care being taken 
to allow the lobes and tops, to project in a 
natural manner. His “ square” is fashioned 
from a piece of dark cardboard, the tassel being 
composed af a few strands of black cotton glued 
into position. The spectacles may be made of 
wire with two strands of cotton attached. Cut 
from co:k a nose of more or less generous 
proportions, and attach with glue, paint with 
Chinese white, colouring subsequently with red 
ink to match the face tint. Glue one or two 
horse-hairs at the back of the head where shown, 
and fix upon the ear a tiny quill nen made from 
a pigeon’s feather. Obtain a . 'p of card and 
fashion into a tu b e; this will fo.m neck /and

egg-stand in one. 
Hollow the sides 
to allow the egg 
to fit, and colour 
to match the face. 
A  piece of white 
paper will soon 
make a tie, which 
c o m p le te s  th e 
whole.

Treat the yokel 
i n  a s i m i l a r  
m anner, a d d in g  
nose and ears. His 
neck calls for the 
sam e a tte n tio n , 
while a piece of 
linen or canvas 
folded around his 
neck will do duty 

for a smock. Procure a piece of tow and satu
rate in black in k ; when dr)’, this will form his 
hair. Twist the ends as before described, and 
the necessary uncouth appearance is arrived at.

The gentleman in kh&ki wilj no doubt find 
favour everywhere. A  helmet may be made

THF. YO K E L : “  TEW  CARN'T 
TAKE A  BO ISE OUT O’  O J! ”

from light brown 
paper, adding a 
p ie ce  o f khaki- 
coloured m uslin 
around the helmet 
base. Ears should 
be fashioned and 
cut from paper and

TH E  d u n c e : “ f u n n y  BUT I 
A LW AY S F E E L  T IR E D /'

TH E  C5ENTLEMAN IN  K H AKI 
O RD ERED  SOUTH.

glued into p o s itio n , 
w h ile  th e n e ck  is 
again made as before 
described. Perhaps a 
helpful sister will make 
the portion ofhisjacket 
shown— glue this lin
ing into position. His 
ample moustache can 
be made from tow or 
coloured cotton wool 
as desired.

The dunce calls for
no special help— other than mental— beyond

the fact that the 
collar is cut from 
white card. The 
bow may be made 
from a scrap of 
ribbon easily pro
curable from your 
sister’s work-box.

The “ feahful 
fellah ” next seen 
re q u ire s  careful 
preparation. His 
hat is soon made 
from paper; cut 
an eye-glass from 
w h ite card  and 
affix into position, 
not forgetting the 
strands of cotton. 
You can either in
dicate in ink the 
a m p le  s c a r f  he

•iFEAHFtrLLY CHILLY WEATHAH , Wears TOUnd hiS
FOR RASTER, DONCHA-KNOW.” n e ck , Or affix 3



SOME NEW GENDER RHYMES.

miniature real article. The coat should be 
indicated by Indian ink, marking in also the 
waistcoat with the same fluid. We are not 
taxing the resources of the average boy in asking 
him to make a miniature pair of trousers which, 
when completed, should be filled with sawdust.

Lastly, “  Y e Olde Fag Egge ” {fide “  Edi
torial ”), which can be put together on the same

principle as those mentioned previously. The 
scant, though honourable, locks may be made 
from grey wadding, while the skull cap may be 
either fashioned from black material or indi
cated in Indian ink. The small piece of collar 
is of paper, while the old-fasliioned black 
cravat may be fashioned from a piece of black 
cloth. '

s s

SOME NEW GENDER RHYMES.
B y  A . W illia m s .

' . II
C ommon are to every Form,
Times of trouble and of storm,
When the pupils’ work is slack,
And the master’s brow is black—
Boys who never know their “ Rep ” ; 
Boys who always sleep in “  Prep ” ;
Boys whose hunger finds relief,
Covered by a handkerchief;
Boys who, feigning work, are wrapped in 
Tales and stories in T h e  C a pt a in  ;
Boys who steal each other’s n ibs;
Boys despising cribs and fibs 
(Model boys); and boys whose bane 
Is the anguish-causing cane.

»
Boys who practise scales in “  A  ”
On pianos every day,
With their instruments would we,
Locked in a dry attic see.

Feminine are maidens who,
Rightly ask their brothers to 
Treat them gently, not display 
Want of kindness; so we say—
If true manliness inspire us,
Pleasing them should never tire us.
Boys who practise chivalry,
Really masculine we see.
Many rifles end in “  er ”—
Snider, Mauser, Mannlicher— ■ -
The Uitlander has sworn that he,
By smooth Boers won’t rifled-be.

7ai!us, with their assegais.
Are brave, but barbarous allies ;Though our power they’d increase, Rather neutrals reckon these.
l'o their fellows give offence,
Boys whose snoring is intense;If fractious as an ass, yet try ’em With pills o f soap (you needn’t buy ’em);

Add a muscular reply,
I f  their snoring they deny.
Bid ’em rest— but bid ’em keep 
Their mouths in order while they sleep.

Boys, remember, answers rude,
Keep long in servitude.
Master’s human— hence the lines,
H e to you for cheek assigns.

Classic scribes by boys we find,
T o the genus Beast assigned :
Euclid, Hisop, Homer, Hero
Dotus, P. Vergilius Maro,
Ovid, iEschylus, besides 
Xenophon and Euripides,
(This is awful rhyme, I know),
Julius Caesar, Cicero,
J uvenal; and add to these 
Thicksides (or Thucydides).

Chiefly masculine we view—  
Sometimes played by ladies too—  
Football: but the sight’s a shocker, 
When our sisters take to “  Socker.”

Boerish endings, one and all,
Fontein, spruit, dorp, burg, and kraal; 
Smith (Lady) is as English known, 
Smith (Harri) as a Free State town.

Many are the gifts we find,
T o  our fighting men consigned—  
Things to smoke and things to eat, 
Things to cover head and feet.
T o give something all are keen,
From the pauper to the Q u een:
And the lad who in Natal is,
Will rejoice to hear his Sal is 
Sure of succour, should his life 
Help to pay the bill of strife.
C aptain readers should be willing,
For the Fund to spare a shilling.



S P E C I A L  P A G E S .
C o n tr ib u t e d  by R e a d e rs .

B y way of encouraging the artistic depart
ment I am awarding One Year’s Subscription 
to THfe C a ptain  this month to R euben  C o h en , 
21, Wellington Street, Stockton-on-Tees (aged 
seventeen), for his drawings of “  Miss Barugh ” 
and “  Mr. Beauchamp.” This competitor had 
two very smart little pictures in last month. Of 
other contributions, I congratulate Owen Parry 
on the swing and lilt of his “  Song of a Song,” 
but I advise him to cultivate matter as well as 
manner; K. G. Finlay sends a neat parody on 
Kipling, and Carrington Clarke weighs in with 
“  The Absent-minded School-bov,” of which I 
like the sentiment, though 
so m e o f  the lines tax 
p o e tic  l ic e n s e  to the 
utmost. I also publish 
some puzzles, jo k e le ts , 
etc. A s  wi l l  be seen 
below', I was simply bom
barded with war poems.
The majority displayed a 
fine spirit of patriotism, 
but very little skill in 
verse-writing. ‘

A Song of a Song.
I carolled a lay,
A  tuneful lay,

A lay so sweet and pretty,
That all the birds 
Who heard my words 

Were moved to trill my ditty.

I sang a song,
A  stirring song,

A  song of Cambria’s glory ;
Then all the birds 
Did cease their words,

The more to enjoy my story.

I chanted a hymn,
. A solemn hymn,

A  hymn so full of pity,
That all the birds 
Deplored my words,

And one and all did quit me.
O wen  Pa r r y .

Another Music-hall Verse.
(W ith profound apotogle* to Mr. Kipling.)

When you’re sick of the Australians, and disgusted 
with the draws

That we find have been occurring oft of late,

W ill you kindly spare a moment to investigate the ! 
cause

Of the test matches’ most lamentable fate ? :
O, ye batsmen, if ye would not try to “ poke ” or 

play out time,
But would bat with freedom, energy, and dash, 

You would greatly please the writer of this 
humble little rhyme, '

And would give the public value for their cash, i

Off drive! On drive! Drive clean over the 
ropes!

(Sixty runs being scored 
an hour, and the bats
men fresh and f i t !)

That’s the thing specta
tors like (it cheers them 
and raises their hopes), 

So open your shoulders 
for cricket’s sake, and 
hit ! h i t ! hit !

K. G. F inlay.

Find the Number.
Mr. A. -wanted to marry 

Mr. B.’s daughter, and Mr. 
B. said he might if he 
answered him the follow
ing

A  man had a certain 
number of apples. He gave 
half of what he had and 
half an apple to his brother, 
and when he had given 
those away he gave half of 
the remainder and half an 

apple to his sister. He still had some left, and of 
these he gave half the number he had and half an 
apple to his father. When he had given these away 
he had two apples left for himself. Now he'did not 
divide any apples ! What number had he at first?

T. H. D ennis.

A Sharp Eye tor Business.
Paddy (entering small grocer’s shop): “ Hoc 

mooch fer the oranges, mate t ”
Shop Assistant (smartly): “  Two for three ha’

pence.”
Paddy : “ And lioo mooch fer wan f ”
Shop Assistant: “ A  penny,”
Paddy (slyly, laying down a halfpenny): “ Sure 

then, an’ Oi’ll have the other wan.”
■ A. E. Olley.

TO G ET TO TH E CEN TRE COUNTING FO RTY.

Bv Wm. O. Atwell.
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MU. BEAUCHAMP.

The Absent- 
minded 

School-boy. I
( With apologies to

Rudyard Kipling.)

When you’ve whacked 
your little genius, 
w h e n  y o u ’ ve  
taught him all 
you know,

When you’ve seen 
him safe through 
Oxford with B.A.,

Will you kindly pay 
attention to the 
boy that’s rather 
slow,

Yet to you may be 
a credit some fine 
day 1

Froggie’s job, don’s job, job of a doctor 
bold,

Job of a board school master, a job for 
every day,

Work up, work up, the genii, they’re your 
glory when you’re old,

But patiently help the backward boy, I 
say, say, sa y!

Carrington Clarke.

A Russian Puzzle.
. Place the figures 1 to 12 in the 12 positions 

shown (formed by a double triangle) so that 
(No. 1) the figures, placed in positions—

1 2  4 5 11 12 2 3
i 5 6 8 9  3 4 0 7
' f 9 10 12 1 7 8 10 11

and the outer points, 1 3 5 7 9 11, shall total 
alike. This would seem impossible, but behold : 
By adding up the figures along each side of the 
triangle and also the six outer points, the total 

is 26 in each case.
[here was a school-teacher named 

Beauchamp,
[Vho'd pupils, but never could teau- 

champ.
Shen he asked •• what’s a noun ? " 
The; all ran back to town,
Though oft on his knees he'd be 

seanchamp,
{N.B —Beauchamp—Beecham.)

He’

9Tbcu^lc !

an absent-minded school
boy, and his weaknesses 
aren’t few,

But you have to take the 
fellow as you find him,

For although you aren’t his pater, yet the job for 
you to do—

Is to help the boy the genius left behind him.

Cook’s son, duke’s son, son of a hooded 
don,

Son of the irate vestryman, from all you 
have their pay,

Each of them doing his level best for their 
first-born only son, .

Patiently help the backward boy, I  sayi 
say, say !

There are boys I  know by hundreds, far too proud 
to ask a man

For the help which he is always glad to proffer,
For his masters they were boys themselves, whose 

backs had many a tan,
And they like to look at all he has to offer.

He s an absent-minded josser, and his people know 
it all,

For he’s anything but swotting in his school-
 ̂ time,

60 t^e job for all his masters if they do not want 
to fall, •

Is to help the boy the genius left behind him. '

S/  \ < 0  A

y\ / X  •

in y -y
l

* * 9\A  ^
% 5

No . I <> Noar
RUSSIAN P U Z Z L E .

No. 2.— The result is the 
same, only the six inner jxrints 
are required to equal 26. This 
requires an entirely different 
arrangement. Not only this, 
but, as now arranged, all the 
small triangles opposite are 
equal.— K. H arold R oyle.

OTHER
CONTRIBUTIONS.

M a r g a r e t  
Thompson. — “ Our
Alphabet” is lacking in 
fire and fancy. Don’t 
apologise for the ribbon. 
I don’t mind that, but 
I do object to pins.

J. W. Joseph —
Yon are right about 
your joke being a “ vile” 
one. “  Seize-on-a-bull ” 
for “ seasonable”  fairly 
bears away the Banbury 
cake for bad-joke-fac- 
ture.

Tommy Budd.—
I should advise you to 
stop writing poetry.  
Try a little amateur 
trench-digging in your 
garden instead.

O.H.—No; not good 
enough. What price 
W o r c e s t e r s h i r e ’ s 
chances for the cham
pionship this year?

H ISS B A im  OH.

’Tis said that au old maid named 
Barugh,

Has got for a pet a freak carugh; 
Which, wherever she goes,
She leads by the nose,
But of rumours one c&n’t believe 

horugh.
(N.B.— Barugh is pronounced Bari.)

1 ' '
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1
Clifford Francis.—Why refer to yourself as 

“ a favour-seeking reader ” ? “  You sends your poem
and you takes your chance." The poem you send 
this time is a mournful effort for a boy of fifteen. 
What business have you to 
be writing about “  a woman 
so fair " ? See advice to 
Mr. Thomas Budd.

T. C. Judson.—Again 
your familiar handwriting, 
my constant contributor!
I believe you are still in 
Etons, and here you are 
talking about the “  dreamy 
waltz ” ! Do “  Dolphins ” 
waltz, then?

Richard Hi cks. —
Three spelling mistakes.

Tom Bridgman.—
You are one of the right 
sort, but your contribution 
hardly comes under the 
same label.

M- G l a t o n .  — You
seem to have scribbled down just what came into 
your head without troubling to re-write it, prune 
it, improve it, or round it off in a workmanlike way. 
That is how an essay should be treated. Anything 
that's worth doing is worth doing well.

K. M. F.—Your photos are too dark to reproduce.
Ernest Law.—The idea is good, but the execu

tion is very deficient.
Henry Wilson.—I can’t congratulate you on 

“ Winner to be Sold.”
Second Mate.—I have replied to you under 

“ Old Fag.”
Gwen Griffiths —Fair; try again, and take 

more time over it.
G. A. McC.—Fairly well written, but a very

hackneyed subject. I am constantly receiving tales ’ 
about boys who were thought to be “ mollycoddle*,” \ 
but proved themselves to be otherwise by committing ] 
some particularly heroic acts of heroism. ;

War Poems (no space 
to criticise in detail.) 
Roy Dalziel (“ Modder1
River ” ), R. C. Tharp j
(“ Spion Kop"), J .  G, 
Don ton (“  Britain’s Cali 
to Arms” ), A. E. L. (“ The 
Tusky Boer” ), Percy  
Dicks (“ Our Defenders”), 
Fred Williams (“ God 
Bless Our Soldier Boys”),
Q n e e n i e  George
(■• Fighting, Fighting ”),.. 
L. Raimes “  The Battle 
of Elandslaagte ” ), Har
old Cudmore (“ How : 
B r i t o n s  Die ”), G. J. 
Walker (“  The Answer ! 
of the Colonies ”), Gerald ■ 
Jones (“ The Captain’s , 
D r e a m ” ), Harold;  

Hughes (“ The Transvaal W ar”), D. C. Lang- J 
ley (“ At the Cape ” ), B . L. Rees (" Old Kruger i 
W .  Kersley Holmes (“ Ordered to the Front”). |
J . E. Robinson (“  Talana Hill ” ), Harold j 
Thomson (“ Buller Had a Little Flag”), a. j 
Barnshaw (“ The Publican and the W ar” ). ;

M. H. Lemmon, A. Browning, R. H. Southern, j 
T. Crew, C. C. Boutwood, A. K. Reid, James G. 
McRae, H. F, Mohun, T. R. Edridge, “ C. G. C.
K. ,” Ivor Daniels, Joan Sterling, J. H. Forrester, E, 
Prahl, A. W. Davson, “ M. M. S. L.,” D. G. Barnsley, 
Marion Hackman, Guy Centaro, Henry Penny, B. H. 
Lawton, and “  Tog ” also sent contributions.

[N.B.— Those ic/to are not mentioned here will under
stand that their contributions arrived too late to be dealt 
with in this lumber.]

j UNIUB S E W  SCHOOL, B E D FO R D  GRAMMAR SCHOOL,.

Sent in bu Norman Southern.

A PHOTOGRAPHIC FREAK.
the arms of his sitter can be seen through, when, to 
use his own words, “ no motion was visible while

the cap was off, and '

A PHOTOGRAPHIC FREAK.

only one exposure j 
was given,” and so ■ 
he thought he would !
P.O.P. us the ques-1 
t i o n .  F r o m  t he , 
l i mi t ed Ai/pothesis I 
you put at our dis-1 
posal, “ Boomer,” vee 
can but conclude that 
your sitter has bee® 
fooling you—that is 
to  say,  when yo® 
turned your eyes of 
him to remove the 
cap he stretched his 
a r ms  out ,  bringing 
them back to his side,

T he curiosity here shown reaches us from 
“ Boomer,” Tasmania. Upon opening this young 
gentleman’s commu
nication a little heap 
of glass was exposed to 
our gaze. A t first we 
w ere positively per
p lexed , b u t a fte r  
spending a little time 
fixing tne numerous 
p ieces of glass to
gether, our e x c ite 
ment began to tone 
down when “ Boo-, 
mer’s” enclosu re 
developed into a pho
tographic negative in 
which were portrayed 
th e  / e a fu re s  of a 
humorous - lo o k in g  
youth. N ow  w hat 
“ Boomer ” wants to know (for neither can lie nor 
any other of the photograph ica/unmi of the Friends’ 
School, Hobart, understand it), is— why is it that

however, before yo® 
faced him with the cap in your hand—hence they 
can be seen through. That, “ Boomer,” is the 
only explanation we can offer.



“ THE CAPTAIN” PUZZLE CORNER.

C onducted by  H en ry  E. D udeney  (“ S p h in x ”).

W hen  the Editor of the C a p t a in  told me 
that his readers had sampled some of my little 
puzzles, and had really “ asked for more,” it put 
me “ all of a tw ist” with pleasure. The fact is 
that few things give me more enjoyment than 
propounding posers for the amusement of boys.
I do not care whether they be young or old, so 
long as they be boys, for they are the best 
puzzlists in the world. I have found that, as a 
general rule, boys take their puzzles in the true 
spirit. Overgrown people often have a tendency 
to regard these things in too serious a light, but 
boys are enthusiastic, enter into the fun of the 
thing, like to play the game fairly, attack a 
puzzle on their own original lines, do not lose 
heart if they are beaten, and thoroughly appre
ciate their victory when they are successful. This 
is why I like writing for boys. But do not feel 
flattered, because later cm I may have occasion 
to say something on the other side.

In presenting a series of puzzels to this 
magazine I know I am submitting my produc
tions to very severe criticism. But I like it. So 
if at any time you think I have made a duffer 
of myself, just write and tell me so— it might do 
me good ; certainly it will not do any harm. 
But always remember that the object aimed at 
i.s not the philanthropic distribution of prizes, 
but the amusement, and possibly enlightenment 
of the reader. The prizes are just a fillip to give 
additional interest—the mere gilt on the ginger
bread—and I will here state the method on 
which they will be awarded. Where a puzzle or 
set of puzzles lends itself to degrees of merit, 
the prizes will be awarded for the best solutions. 
Where it is impossible to discriminate they will 
he given to the competitors whose solutions are 
first examined and found correct after the time 
for receiving letters has expired. My decision 
must always be accepted as final.

In our tour through the world of puzzledom 
we shall go by comparatively easy stages, snapping 
UP ad sorts of unconsidered trifles by the way. 
I may be giving you some very easy puzzles at 
first, but now and then I shall dvop in a hard 
nut for the special delectation of boys with 
strong intellectual teeth. They will therefore be 
mixed in degrees of difficulty as well, perhaps, as 
m degrees of merit. Let us start, then, near the 
*>orth Pole, and, before advancing any further,

examine a simple little puzzle familiar to every 
Esquimaux child.

(1) The Esquimaux Puzzle. — Please look at 
the illustration at back of frontispiece, which 
shows an Esquimaux child in the act of trying to 
solve this elementary problem : Place a number 
in each of the nine divisions of the square so that 
they will add up to ] 5 in as many directions as 
possible. Every boy ought to know how to do 
this. If you are sure of the way at a glance, then 
try your hand at the following, and send in all 
three answers together.

(2) A Boat-race Poser. — The boating fra
ternity at Oxenbridge was a little perplexed 
recently. A crew' of an “ eight-oar” had to be 
chosen out of eleven men, five of whom could row 
on stroke side only, four on bow side only, and 
the remaining two on either side. How many 
different selections could be made I

(3) Overheard in an Omnibus— E thel: “ Was 
that your father, Maud 1 ”

Maud : “ No, that gentleman’s mother was my 
mother’s mother-in-law.”

How was the gentleman related to Maud 1
There will be three classes, and three prizes of 

7 s. each will be awarded to the senders of the best 
solutions, which should be addressed to “ Sphinx.’’ 
T h e  C a p t a in  Office, 12 , Burleigh Street, Strand, 
W.C., and be received not later than April 1 2 th.

For age limits see “ Competitions for April,” 
page 47. ____

The Four Princes Puzzle.—(This solu
tion was crowded out last month.) The dimen
sions in yards (or any other measure) of the four 
territories staked out by the royal surveyor may 
have been these :—

First Prince : 30,030 ; 163,800 ; 166,530.
Second Prince : 75,075 ; 65,520 ; 99,645.
Third Prince : 31,850 ; 154,440 ; 157,690.
Fourth Prince : 38,808 ; 126,750 ; 132,558.

If we multiply together the first two numbers 
in every case, and divide the product in half, wc 
find that the area of every triangle is the same. 
Also, we shall find in every case that the square 
of the hypotenuse equals the sum of the squares 
of the other two sides, and thus prove that they 
are all right-angled triangles, in accordance with 
Euclid’s forty-seventh proposition, that I referred 
to in the case of the “ Bun Puzzle.”

S E E  BACK OF FRONTISPIECE FOR TUB ESQUIMAUX PUZZLE.



“ Many Happy Returns of the 
Month! ”  This is the greeting which meets 
my eye on opening my morning letter-bag, for 
T h e  C a pta in  “ turns on e” with this number. 
And with this birthday issue T he C a pt a in  in
tends to settle down into a regular stride. I 
know what you want, and 
so, ever rem em b erin g 
that m a jo r ity  w h ich  
bulks so largely in my 
mind’s eye, I intend to 
let you have what you 
want. Every dog shall 
have its day, and every 
feature its trial.

I would draw your 
attention, firstly, to the 
serials which two gentle
men bearing the same 
Christian name have 
wTrtten £pr you. Our 
authors have done their 
work well, and this you 
w ill gran t as th e ir  
stories progress. M r.
W hishaw , you may be 
interested to hear, was 
at school at Uppingham 
under the great Thring.
Afterwards he went to 
Russia (or some years, 
but did not care for liv
ing abroad, and started 
a career in England as 
a singer and^composer.
Some of his music, especially arrangements of 
Russian songs, is well known and constantly 
performed. About six years ago he took to 
writing, and won such success that he has stuck 
to it ever since. H is best-known boys’ books 
are, perhaps, “ Boris the Bearhunter,” “ Harold

the Norseman,” “ A  Race for Life,” “ The White 
Witch,” “  Clutterbuck’s Treasure,” “ The 
Emperor’s Englishman,” and he has written 
some excellent novels as well.

Mr. Swainson, whose portrait, as well as 
Mr. Whishaw’s, we re- 
pr >duce in these pages, 
bi Is fair to prove a for
midable rival to the late 
Talbot Baines Reed 
T h e  c h a r a c t e r  of 
“ A c t o n ”  is  m ost 
cleverly drawn, and the 
public school “ colour’’ 
in his story is admirably 
well “ put on.”

Secondly, pray 
turn to “ T h e  C aptain  
P u z z le  C o rn e r,” con
ducted by the greatest 
puzzle-maker of our time, 
Monsieur “ S p h in x ’ ; 
already there’s a “ Chess 
Com er,” so now there’s 
a pair o f them. Also, 
let all who hope to win 
a cup —  Dewberry or 
otherwise —  in athletic 
sports this spring note ' 
carefully Mr. C. B. Fry’s 
workmanlike hints and 
tips. i

Thirdly, don’t you 
think it’s time-saving not having to cut that 
coupon out ? The v/nole field of competitions 
lies before you. Tread where you will, there is 
no “ keep off the grass” age limit. In return, I 
hope each competitor will buy and keep his own 
copy of T he C a p t a in , and take it in until his

/
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bound volumes reach half-way across one side 
of bis study or bedroom.

Other features there are, but these you 
know well. There iare so many that occasion
ally one has to stand down for a month. Then 
you must exercise patience instead of writing 
fierce post-cards “ demanding w hy” to an old 
gentlem an who “ bends his back and bows his 
head ” in a constant endeavour to make as 
much of his space as possible

and I also write letter from Belgium. 1 speak* no very well 
englisch mais a little. I will ask you one question : In the 
england is it comme il faut for a boy to written 4 une miss 
before he her known very well? J’aime very well T he 
Ca p it a i.ve .—Agreez, Sir, I am, your friend,

U n Belge.

Poetry Page.— As there is a good deal of 
poetry in this number— of various kinds!— I am 
holding over the usual 
page of poetical selec
tions.

And now, as I
receive so many kind 
inquiries as to my health 
and general well-being, 
allow me to inform my 
multitude of correspon
dents, brave and fair, 
that my year of fagging 
has left me not a whit 
less willing-to-be-fagged 
than when I first took 
this e d ito r ia l ch a ir . 
Another grey hair or so, 
another wrinkle —  but 
these marks would have 
come in an y  e v e n t. 
Therefore, correspon
dents brave and fair, I 
beg to assure you that 
the O. F. is still good 
for many more volumes- 
ful of fagging, and that 
he wishes every other 
0. F. had a burden to 
bear as pleasant as his.

Shoulder —  humps !  
For-w a r d  ! !

Dear Old Fag,— I am a colonial reader 
of T h e  C a p t a i n . I am a refugee from New
castle, and I am “ W. H . G.’s ” brother. I could 
not have gone in for your Colonial Competition, 
as all my C a p t a in s  are in Newcastle, in the 
hands of the Boers. The Boers are still in 
Newcastle, and it seems as if it will be some 
time before they “ clear out.” We see all the 
trains of troops go past here, and we get badges

in exchange for fruit and 
books.— Hoping to see 
another Colonial Com
petition soon, yours 
sincerely,

A. S. G o o d b r a n d . 
South Coast Junction, 

Natal, S.A., 
January 2 5 th, 19 0 0 .

An Old Cliftonian
sends me a list of Old 
C lifto n ia n s  who are 
taking part in the war. 
The list totals up to 
one hundred and sixty, 
or t h e r e a b o u t s .  I 
wonder if. any other 
public school can show 
such a record !

MB. FBEDK. BW AINBON. 
Author of “ Acton's Feud.’

I receive letters from all parts of the 
world. Recently, one day’s post brought me 
communications from Montreal, Tasmania, the 
Cape, France, and Belgium. T h e  C a p t a in  
seems to get about, he does. Below is a letter 
irom a Belgian young gentleman— without any 
editorial correction. I can only say in reply that 
!t is not “ comme i l fa u t ” for a boy to write to a
yoiing lady unless he has her permission to 
do so.

Bruxelles, Belgique,
nr 1 e 9 F^vrier.

, StR — I have received TlIF. Capitaine  yesterday. It 
us™ rae much. I have seen in it one letter from France,

D e a r  S i r , — M y
father tells me that the 
writer of the article on 
rifle-shooting, “  The Art 
of Taking Aim,” in 
the February number of 
your magazine, is totally 
wrong about the Swiss 
having been beaten at 
Wimbledon in i 8 6 0 . I f  
you will refer to Mr. W. 

W. Greener’s book, page 7 2 3 , you will find that 
the Swiss got very many of the long-range as 
well as the short-range prizes ; thus they won 
the Duke of Cambridge’s prize at 800  and 1,0 0 0  
yards; three out of five of the prizes offered for 
long-range shooting by the R .N .A .; three out 
of five prizes contested at 3 0 0  yards; Mr. 
Coutts’s prize for 1 ,0 0 0  yards; Lord Vernon’s 
prize; the Duke of Wellington’s prize. They 
made the top score at 5 0 0  yards. This they did 
notwithstanding that they shot with strange rifles, 
their own having been seized by the French 
authorities, and that they had never before shot
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at longer ranges than 30 0  metres (3 2 8  yards), 
and in spite of a bad system of signalling which 
did not let them know how they were shooting. 
Mr. Greener adds that the Swiss won the cream 
of the prizes.— Yours faithfully,

H. 'I 'o m  B a i l l ie  G r o h m a n .

France informs me that certain friends of 
his declare that many letters purporting to come 
from girls are really sent to me by boys. I can 
only assure “  France ” that I have not been 
reading hundreds of letters every month from 
boys and girls without learning to distinguish 
between the handwriting and general tenor of 
such compositions. The two styles are quite 
distinct. Still, none of us are infallible, and I 
may occasionally have been misled. I should 
add that a girl frequently chooses a masculine 
nom de plume in preference to a feminine one.

A New Reader wants me to tell him 
how to get rid of an uncomfortable habit he has 
o f blushing. All I can say is, that I advise 
“  A  New Reader ” to overcome his bashfulness 
by mixing with other people as much as possible, 
and he should also endeavour to get rid of the 
absurd idea that other people are noticing his 
blushes. This is a grand mistake. Probably 
the folk he meets don’t notice the additional 
colour in his face at all. “ A. N. R .” should find 
out whether his digestion is in good working 
order, as a bad digestion sometimes causes 
blushing.

School Football Secretaries are
hereby requested to send in their results. Men
tion number of matches played, won, lost, 
draw n; points for, points against.

B. H. Nitram is very much puzzled by 
“  Edwin Drood.” The reason for his sore 
worry is, that when he got into the story, and 
began to see something of the plot, everything 
suddenly ended. I should have thought “  B. H. 
Nitram,” being such a lover of Dickens, would 
have known that Dickens was engaged on this 
novel at the time of his death, and left it un
finished. I believe Wilkie Collins, using the 
author’s notes, completed it, but “ B. H. Nitram” 
has probably got hold of a copy of “  Edwin 
Drood ’’ just as Dickens wrote it, and left it off. 
Hence his bewilderment.

Hy Dearest Old Fag, —  You know, 
although you are a dear, I think it is exceed
ingly unkind of you to snub your poor corre
spondents so, but perhaps it is rather tempting ! 
I wish you would tell all the girls (some of them 
who write to you and say they are ashamed

— or seem to be— of being girls !) that /  am 
not ashamed of being a girl, although I would 
much rather be a boy ! You see, girls get so 
very sentimental at school about their friends! 
O f course, there are exceptions to every rule— 
there are some priggish boys and some sweet, 
jolly girls. I must say what I think, and I 
really think boys are the nicest on the whole. 
Just one more question before I close. Are 
your sympathies with the Boers, or with the 
British ? In fact, are you, as they say now, 
“  Boer or Briton ” ? I am a Boer ; my sym
pathies are with the Boers —  especially the 
leaders, and my sympathies are also with our 
dear British soldiers, who are all being killed 
so unmercifully.— Believe me, ever yours,

“  W y n n e . ”
( In  reply to the above letter I  need hardly say 

that I  am entirely British in my sympathies. 
— O. F.)

Winchester Football__I am informed
that from September to December Winchester 
plays a game of its own, neither “ Soccer” nor 
“  Rugger.” From January to April it plays 
“  Soccer,” but never “ Rugger.” I f  only these 
big Public Schools would agree to play the same 
game, what a grand inter-school competition I 
could organise ! Will some of them think it 
over and write either to me or Mr. Fry on the 
subject ?

The last two lines of Mr. A. Williams 
clever “  Gender Rhymes ” run as follows :—  

C aptain  readers should be willing,
For the Fund to spare a shilling.

And I may add that Mr. Williams has forwarded 
to the Mansion House Fund all the “ shillings” 
I sent him for his contributions. I hope my 
readers have done their duty by this most 
excellent fund.

Foreign and Colonial Readers’ 
Competition.— I beg to inform all my 
foreign and colonial readers that three prizes of 
10s. 6d. each will be awarded to the senders 
of ( 1 ) Best Account of “ A  Personal Adventure," 
or (2) Best Photo taken by Myself Out-of
Doors, or (3 ) Best Drawing of Scenery in my 
Neighbourhood. All comps, to be in by Juty 
20th, igoo.

Class I. ................... Age lim it: None.
Class II..........................  Age lim it: Twenty-one.
Class III........................  Age lim it; Sixteen.

AN SW ERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
( Held over from March.)

Toddler.— I will see if I can arrange for an 
article on the subject of “ Country Walks,” or 
“  Walking Tours.”
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G- McV-— I have taken due note of your 
various “ wails,” and am much obliged to you for 
hein” so outspoken. I will see what I can do 
with° regard to your suggestions.

B a s i l  E- P- G reig r.-A n y  letter addressed to 
him, c/o The Editor, will be forwarded.

Joan of Arc says that “ Fireplaces” and 
“ Open Windows ” are not very interesting things 
to draw for a competition, and will I  think of 
something else ?— I will.

H o stia  — I am very glad to hear from such an 
ea rn est supporter. The religious matter you 
m e n tio n  is hardly one that I care to deal with.

L i l — I like your handwriting : it is very clear 
and even, but not too /nueh so. The staff thank 
you for your good wishes.

C- B e ck - — You are what they call “ game 
as a pebble.” Mr. Gooch will answer your stamp 
(jUBry.

A- D — (1) Write for catalogue to Educational 
Supply Co., Holborn, London. (2) Take a dose of 
fruit salts occasionally, and don’t sleep with the 
clothes over your head.

Ajax wants to know whether “ Ismay Thorn ’ 
is a man or woman.

A Canadian Kid-— As I have not read 
“ Stalky & Co.” I cannot give you ray opinion of 
the book. From what I Have heard I gather that 
“ Stalky tfc Co.” are not intended to be representa
tive types of English school-boys.

An Old Reader.—Certainly ; if the boy is a 
bad boy give him the stick.

Fair-play; (who has two brothers at the front) 
severely criticises our article “ A Boer’s Account of 
Majuba,” and refers us to the account of that 
disaster which may be found in General Butler’s 
book. _

The Probable Editor.— You may certainly 
print extracts from “ When You Leave School ” 
articles in your private magazine, Remember to 
acknowledge source of quotation.
_Midshipman-—Buy “ How to Get Into the 

Navy,” price Is., published by Simpkin, Marshall 
£ Co.

Gwendolen and “ A Boy Reader.” —  In
answer to your kind inquiries I beg to inform 
you that up to the time of going to press with 
this number there is still no Mrs. Old Fag.

R F. Megginson.—I call myself “ Old F a g ” 
because I fag for my readers, don’t I ?

Geo. B. Thompson (Sydney).— (1 ) My dear 
chan, I don’t forget you colonials, especially when 
I think of the splendid assistance your brave 
fellows are giving us in South Africa. Why don’t 
you send something about Australia to the Special 
Page ? (2) A good motto for your Boys’ Brigade 
would b e : “ N il Deaperanditm” a free transla
tion of which is “ Never say die ! ”

( April.)
Massa Johnson.— Dat is de most ridic’lus 

letter I hab receive by dis yer mail, “ Massa 
Johnson” !

*4V~If some Shrewsbury boy will send me 
u, » le essay 0,1 “ A  Shrewsbury Boy’s Day,” I 
sna l be glad to use it. Tell your friend this.

Vol, iu.—8

Aubrey Cordes —“ Every dog shall have its 
day, and every feature its trial.”

C- B. V.—Thanks for photo of Durham Grammar 
School, which 1 hope to use in due course.

Mag.—(1 ) I have read your letter with much 
interest, and am delighted to hear that you, 
although a married Jady, take so much pleasure 
in  all that T h e  C a p t a i n  contains. ( 2 )  Further 
“  Greyhouse” tales will appear at intervals.

Sir Billy —(1 ) Everything sent for the Special 
Pages must be absolutely original. (2) You ought 
to be able to get an excellent bat for the sum you 
mention.

Darling Bob.—Thank you for writing. Your 
final message I have placed in the “  0. F. —  
Blushes, etc.,” locker.

A Scotch Reader-— May you have a Merrie 
April, and a bright New May !

Incessant Reader, E- A. Smith — (1 ) Any
boy who smokes or driuks is an ass, because he 
thereby spoils his wind and impairs his constitu
tion. (2 ) Send your stamp to Mr. Gooch. Don’t 
forget envelope.

Geraldine.— “ Charged,” “ pulled,” etc., count 
as words of one syllable in poetry.

Herbert Vernon.—(l) I  expect you will hear 
from him all in good time. The address is correct.
(2) Not at present. (3) A  slip. (4) “  How to 
Become a Clergyman” will be file subject of a 
“ When You Leave School” article in its turn.

Bones —The anecdote is not original ; indeed, 
my great-grandfather probably chuckled over it.
* W H-G.( N a t a l ) .— I print your brother’s letter. 
I wish you both a happy and speedy return to 
your home at Newcastle.

Musician says she i a s  taken in T h e  C a p t a i n  
since he was one day old, and adds that her great 
ambition is to be a celebrated pianist. As she 
wishes to begin with an instruction book I advise 
her to write to Chappell tfc Co., Music Pub
lishers, fiO, New Bond Street, London, W., and 
ask for their list.

Elsie, who is a governess, tells me that she 
makes her Captain go a long way. When she 
and all the people in her house have read it, she 
despatches it to a friend “ in a little village near, 
who posts it to another friend, living right the 
other side of England, who passes it on to yet 
another, who returns i t ” to Elsie. Well, now, 
this is all very well, but why can’t each “ friend” 
take it in, and save all these stamps in postage ?

Yet One More of the Crew.—(1) T he 
Captain is intended for the class that does nbt 
read the halfpenny trash you mention. (2) “ An 
Old Boer” was merely a nom de plume used by a 
boy correspondent. My advice as to passage, etc., 
was a joke. This, I hope, will settle the squabble 
between your big brother and you. Make him 
give you a pair of gloves for being right.

Alpha.—(1 ) A  most ungallant suggestion. In
stead  ̂of grumbling, put your wits together, and 
see if you can’t beat ’em. (2) It is a notable fact 
that clergymen’s sons come to the front, not only 
as poets, Dut in almost every other phase of life. 
I  tnink the reason is that they have to turn out
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and use their brains at an age when richer men’s 
sons are still drawing supplies from “ pater.”
• Oldus B oyn s— We do not intend to let 

“ Greyhouse” drop, I  assure you. .
B. Foster.— Personally I should not care to 

be attended by a lady doctor, and, as my lady 
friends all declare that they would not either, I  
fear that if lady doctors increased in number they 
would not grow fat on their fees. However, 
undoubtedly lady doctors are appreciated by 
certain members of their own sex, and so I will 
not say that they are altogether unnecessary 
people. '

Would-be Soldier.—I think the “ military 
tactics ” competition you suggest would be rather 
too difficult for the majority of readers.

Nancy’s great trouble is that she hasn’t got 
any brothers, and do I  know 
of any spare ones ? I am sorry 
for “  Nancy.” I do not know 
of any spare brothers, or, 
should I not say, “ brothers to 
spare?”

B- S. is at a Belgian girls1 
school, and sends me an inter
esting coloured postal card.
Her brother, who is at school at 
Mons, says he is having lots of 
fights about the war. Bravo, 
brother ! Stick up for the old 
country, and more power to your 
knuckles !

F. G. Leonard (C hatham ).—
I  do not think a paper of that sort 
would succeed.

A Coin Collector (W imble
don) wants to know how many 
readers would prefer to have 
“ coin ” instead of “ stamp ” 
articles.

L- E- B.—I like your honesty.
W- Hinds-—Mr. Fry has never 

rowed in the University Boat Race.
J. M- B. (G lasgow).— I t was 

polite of you to put the young 
lady’s skate right, and it was only 
natural that some conversation 
should follow, but I  do not think 
you ought to renew your acquaint
ance with her, should you meet 
her again, without a proper introduction. Judging 
the episode entirely by your description of what 
took place, I do not think you need reproach 
yourself with having acted in an ungentlemanly 
manner.

Thomas Walker (Glasgow) is an early 
boy-bird. He gets his Captain at “ half-past 
six a.m. on the 2 2nd of every month.”

I Say So!—The little rhyme you are thinking 
of runs as follows

Naughty little cuss words,
Such as “ dash!" and “ blow!"

Will lead yon on to wuss words,
And send you domi belcnr.

Fish sends the following lament : “ Just before
I started collecting stamps I had a valuable collec

tion given to me. As I  did not care an atom 
about stamps, I  began to give them away. 
Recently, while studying my catalogue, I dis
covered to my horror that I had given away 
over ten pounds' worth! ”— Poor “ Fish ” ! How 
generous your friends must have thought you !

A- R . (E dinburgh) (1) wants to know how 
much a day two boys can do a cycling tour on. 
W ill some reader who has had experience of this 
sort address a short essay to the Special Page, de
tailing expenses, etc. ? (2) “ A. Ik ’s ” handwriting 
might be better, but it will do for a bank, I think. 
He should endeavour to improve it, however, 
before applying for a berth.

“ Stella V.’ (Brighton). —  All right. Tell 
mur pretty friends to send alopg their portraits. 
3ut mind they are pretty. I am a particular old 

man, remember.
Howard Ross (O ttawa). 

— See “ Editorial.” I have ar
ranged a comp, for you far-away 
folk.

Neptune (B lackpool).
(1 ) Yes, contributions for the 
Special Page must be original.
(2) We send a large number of 
Captains to Blackpool every 
month so I presume we are 
pretty popular there. It is 
very kind of you to send your 
old Captains to the hospital.

Second Mate- — I thank 
you for your list of “ Geo
graphical Conundrums,” and 
hope to be able to use a few of 
them some day.

F. W- K- says be liked the 
way Miss “ Smite-Them Hip- 
and-Thigh” expressed herself in 
a recent number of T he Cap
t a in , but does not think she 
was quite right in her opinion. 
He thinks that girls begin 
their letters to me as they do 
because they are approaching 
the Editor of a boys’ magazine 
on subjects that come mainly 
within a boy’s sphere. His 
reason for thinking this is 
that if you ask a boy to do 

anything that can be done by a girl he replies: 
“ I am not a girl,” implying that he cannot do 
it so well— or, perhaps, not at all.

A n t i - K r u g e r it e — Your selection of authors 
seems to be a very representative one.

A Reader (D enstone) suggests that it would 
be rather a good idea to publish some photographs 
of school chapels. I  agree with him, and shall be 
glad to make up a page of this kind when I have 
sufficient photographs.

Third Former (N ewcastle Grammar 
School) sends me a long letter, which contains evi
dence of the fact that he is a very attentive reader 
of T he Captain . He encloses me one verse of a 
poem which he has written, and wants to know 
what I  think of it. Well, it is a delicate tass

THE EGG WE WANT ALL OUR 
READERS TO MAKE AND SEND 

TO THEIR FRIENDS.

— Vide “ Egg Oddities."

i
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criticising the work of poets, as they are such very 
touchy folk, and so all I will venture to say is 
that lie might have chosen a more inspiring subject 
to moralise upon than “ Another Drop of Gin.” 
“ Third Former” concludes by saying that the 
“ metre, or whatever you call it, is very bad,” and 
I will not be so rude ns to disagree with him on 
that point. ■ ■

Neophyte sends a poem about two boys who 
had a fierce dispute about their height, and were 
measuring themselves against a tree when a bull 
disturbed them. The ballad contains fifteen verses, 
and is accompanied by sketches. To be quite 
candid, I cannot congratulate “  Neophyte” on his 
achievement.

S. L.—Wear a leather wristlet. If serious, 
consult a doctor.

Ma Mie-—I think you had better send some 
drawings and essays (quite short ones) to the 
Special Pages. Your bright letter did not bore 
me in the least.

J. S- Storr.— If you want to buy a ribbon 
snake or lizard, write to Messrs. Green, Naturalists, 
Covent Garden, W.C.

Observer informs me that his school, the 
Godolphin School, Hammersmith, was founded in 
1703 by Sir William Godolphin, of the Godol- 
phins, an ancient Cornish family. I  shall be glad 
to publish a photograph of the Godolphin School, 
if “ Observer ” will send one along.

Oriental seems to be a very ardent reader, for 
he has to travel sixteen or twenty miles by train 
in order to get T he C aptain , except when a 
friend brings it to him. He gives me the cheering 
information that T he Captain  occupies the pre
eminent place in the Limerick bookshops, and in 
the houses of all his chums.

F. Swinneton.— I have not any of those

Bers by me, and so I do not quite see how I  can 
) you, willing as I am to give you all the assist
ance in my power. Are you ouite sure that 

running a little paper of this kina is not waste of 
time that you could be devoting to a more profit
able occupation 1

B. L. Rees —“ Naval Gunnery,” by Capt. 
G. H, Garbett, R.N., and “ Mechanism of Men-of- 
>var,” by R. C. OIdknow, R.N., are two very 
good books on the various cannon, projectiles, 
etc., used in warfare. Their price is 5s. each.

but they may be obtained of Messrs. A. ifc F. 
Denny, Booksellers’ Row, Strand, W.C., at a 
discount of 25 per cent. There is a book just 
published, a translation from the Russian, which, 
although being somewhat of a political work, 
devotes several chapters to the various munitions 
of war. It is entitled “ Is War Now Impossible V1 
The price is 6s.

Parvus.—Ref use emphatically to have anything more to do with him. You seem to have pluck and a sense of what is right, so I  know you will not be afraid to . act as I  advise you. I f  you write again, send me your home address.
Old B oy.— Your suggestions are reasonable, 

but it is impossible just now to alter my present 
programme with regard to serials, etc.

H- M .- I f ,  before you make your speech, you 
preface your remarks by saying: “ The following 
line of argument has been suggested to me by the 
Editor of The Captain ,” I shall be happy to send 
you a few suggestions ; but if you agree with me 
that in a debate of this kind each speaker’s speech 
should come out of his own head— of course he 
may read up and quote his authorities— then, I 
think, I will leave you to play the game level with 
your opponents.Q, . M . P .  K . —Send a stamped envelope.

H. A- F-— See the article on “ Dumb-bell 
Exercises” in No. 4 (July,. 1899).

R . W . G-—̂ 1) “ Signalling through Space with
out Wires” is the latest book on the wireless 
telegraphy. The author is Oliver J. Lodge, and 
the price is 5s. It may be obtained from the 
publishers: The Electrician, Salisbury Court, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C. (2) An excellent all-round 
electrical firm is the General Electrical Company, 
Ltd., 71, 78, & 92, Queen Victoria Street, London,
E.C.W - N .—Sorry no room for your puzzles, “  W .N .”

“ D o r n a  Q u ix o t a ,”  “  Theodore,” “ Solitaire,” 
J. Orchard, “ J. L. P.,” “ Rambler” (Canada), Josie 
Paton, “ Star of the North,” Stanley Attwell, 
Jeannie Hart, “ W. H. T .” “  U.C.S. Boy,” 
‘ Einna,” Ernest Law, “  Flo,” and “ Hotspur,” are 

thanked for kind letters, criticisms, and sugges
tions. Only lack of space prevents me from 
dealing with these in detail.

Several Answers held over.

TH E OLD FAG.

T H E K IND OF BAT TO BUY.A  b o y  should have a bat o f exactly the right size and weight, and so should a  manT There is no proper standard o f graduated sizes at present, and so we propose to remedy this deficiency as far as possible by giving our readers all the information in our power regarding the bats they should buy. Mr. C . B . Fry has kindly promised to supervise this department.
Send us a letter containing stamped envelope, and state, in tabulated form, your

(i) Height; (2 ) A g e; (3 ) W eight; (4 ) Chest Measurement. Then we can tell you where 
to buy your bat, what size bat to get, and what price to give. Secretaries of school 
L'lubs should find this department very useful.Mark letters, “  Captain Bat,” and address to the Editor in the usual way.



Results of February Competitions.
No. I . -  Best Essa y on “  M y Best F rie n d .”

CLA SS I. (Age limit: Twenty-five.)
W inner ok 7s. : O wen C h itty , Suffolk House, London 

Road, Dover.
A C onsolation  Prize has been awarded to: Nora K. 

Browne, 118, Christchurch Road, Tulse Hill, S.W .
Honourabi.f. Mention : Hettie Orniiston, Arthur O. 

Milts, Percy W . Holton.

C LA SS II. (Age limit: Twenty.)

W inner ok 7s. : A ch illes van  Sw a e , 39, Quay de la 
Station, Antwerp.

A Consolation Prize has been awarded to : Belfragf. 
G ilbertson , Courier Office, Bathgate, N.B.

Honourable  M ention : Ellen P. Claydon, Helen K. 
Watts, Joan Thomas.

C LA SS I I I .  (Age lim it: Sixteen.)
W inner of 7s. : Stew art  L enton Bla x i.e y , 40, 

Watkin Terrace, Northampton.
A Consolation  Prize has been awarded to : A my 

N f.w t o n , 5, Kew Bridge Terrace, Brentford.
Honourable Mention : Harrison Weighill, M. Duke, 

Nellie P. C. Alexander. Frederick Goode, Dorothy B. Morris. 
Richard Care.

No. II. —  Chess P ro b le m . (Vide " C aptain  Chess 
Corner," p. 30.)

No. III.— Best D ra w l me o f  “ T o m m y  A tk ins.”

C L A SS  I. (Age limit: Twenty-five.)
W inner of B ox of W ater -Colour Pa in t s : C laudf. 

D, J A nson , 52, Holland Road, Kensington, W .
H onourable  M e n t io n : P. W . Gerhard, R. N. Pocock, 

J. G. Morton, B. M. Anderson, D, M. Strath, H. Holliday, 
Winifred Attwell, H. Kershaw.

C LA SS II . (Age limit: Twenty.)
W inner of Box of W a te r-Colour Paints : H arold 

U T T L E Y ,  "  Schofield,’’  Victoria Park, Hirkstall, Feeds.
A Consolation Prize has been awarded to: M adeline  

M a t h e r , "  Oakhurst," Cheltenham. .
Honourable  M ention  : Fred Holmes, F. C. Meredith, 

D. M. Read, F. E, Hodge, A. J. Judd, Katherine A. 
Chignell, L. A. Chaplin, C. E. Hall, H. Paske, F. Baron, 
J. Morell, J. M. Napper, Constance E. Stone, J. W. 
Oldroyd, E. E. Forbes, Winifred M. Parish, J. W . Chappie,
F. Livingstone, W . W . Lendon, A. T. Davis.

C LA SS I I I .  (Age limit: Sixteen.) .
W inner of Box of W ater-Colour Paints : W . B. 

M O N T G O M E R I E ,  2, Granby Place, Hillhead, Glasgow.
A Consolation Prizf. has been awarded to : W . P. 

C i.Ou g h , 6, Rose bank Crescent, Woodslcy Road, Leeds.
H onourable  M ention  : M. Stelling, J. B. Kelly, K, H. 

Timings, I’ . Grant, J. Nicholson, K.i Perry, L. Smith, C. A. 
James, G. Ricketts,- T . B. L. Westcrdale, Charles Dixon. 
1). C. Bolton, Lilian Wcsterdale, Edith M. Little. B. H. 
Cudbird, Alice Whelpton, S. H. Stamp, C. Walford.

No. IV.— Boot “ W a r M a p .”
CLA SS I. (Age lim it: Twenty.) *
W inner of 7s. : Francis E. F. C risp, 8, Ravenscrofi 

Parlf, Barnet, Herts.
Honourable M ention : T. A.’ Watson, R. E. Caron, 

A. W. Cleaver, Hilda Gilling, E. M. Burrow, John Gray, 
A. N. Ruddock, J. F. Harris, A. C. Legard.

C LA SS II . (Age limit : Sixteen.,)
Win n e r  of 7s. : Frank  H. G rew , 3, Dolman Road, 

Aston, Birmingham.
Honourable Mention : Thomas Clark, C. D. Kav, 

M. Newman, Eleanor G. Smith, G. M. Chapman, P. J. 
Cooper, B. J. Crafcr, F. Heyes, H. Kingscote, J. S. Potts,
G, W. Hawkins, H, D. Millar, Bessie Smith, R. ,\. 
Woodall, A. O. Cosens, R. L. E. Downer, Mary Child, 
A. L. Snow, A. J. Jarrett, G. M cVoy, S. J. Smith.

C LA SS I I I .  (Age limit : Twelve.)
W inner of 7s. : D uncan C arm ich ael, 31, Hampstead 

Road, N .W .
Honourable Mention : W . White, Charlie G. S. 

Laidlaw, A. H, Smith, A. Kingscote.

No. V . -B o » t  “ L e tte r to  th e  Old F a *  ”
C LA SS I. (Age lim it: Twenty-one.)
W inner of 5s.: H umphrey Prosser, 18, Greenfield, 

Cwmparc, Rhondda, S. Wales,
A Consolation  Prize has been awarded t o : Hf.ttir 

O rmiston, 145, Brynhyfryd, Swansea.
Honourablf. Mention : W . T. Normall - Gordon 

Louis H. Smith, Kathleen de Havitland.

C LA SS II .  (Age lim it: Eighteen.)
W inner of 5s. : Dorothy Ow en , "  Oakdene," Hill- 

crest Road, W'est Hill, Sydenham, S.E.
A  C onsolation  Prize has been awarded t o : James 

Brooks, Victoria House, Grenville Street, Stockport.
Honourable Me n t io n : N. Douglas, John B. Edgar, 

Nellie Alexander, Walter O. Jones.

- C LA SS I I I .  (Age limit: Fifteen.)
W inner ok 5s. : M adge L ush, 18, Waldeck Rond, 

Ealing.
A C onsolation Prize has been awarded to : A. PenleI 

A brah am , 15, New Bridge Street, Blackfriars, E.C.
Honourable Mention : B. Evan Jones, Margaret 

Thompson, Gabriel Bevan.

No. V I.—  Boot “ V a le n tin e  Verse to  Tom m y 
A tk in s .”  .

Open to Everybody. .
Win n e r  of  £ 1  is. : W . Gy d e , The Barracks, WnrlrL 

Essex.
Consolation P rizes have been awarded t o : M*1 

P hillp, 83, Lancaster Gate, W . ; and KATHLEEN Wn.sON. 
7, Downe Terrace, Warrenpoint, Ireland.

Honourable M ention : Dorothy N. Boulton, M- 
Duncan, William Taylor, G. Browne, J, Urquhart. J0“ '
H. Smith, Cecil A. W’onham, H. A. Dawson,
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With Illustrations from Photographs by Geo. Newnes, Ltd.

I O R D  G E O R G E  SAN G ER has, in various 
capacities, been before the public for a 
period of over sixty years, and his name 
is probably more familiar to both young 

and old than that of any other 
living showman— in fact, he 
might rightly be described as the 

“ Father of the Circus,” as we now know it. 
In the course of his long and successful career 
he has met with many exciting adventures, and 
has also had the distinguished honour of per
forming before Royalty on several occasions.

In order to get him to relate some of his 
experiences, I recently visited the Crystal Palace, 
where for several months he had been giving 
performances. The time of my visit proved 
most opportune, for he had practically com
pleted the necessary arrangements for his 
provincial tour. All the cars which form such 
a prominent feature in the procession through 
the various towns had been lavishly re-decorated, 
and the process of “ packing”— a huge under
taking when the show has been stationed some 
time in one place— was well advanced. I found 
Lord George superintending the final arrange
ments, but, on stating the object of my visit, he 
at once courteously acceded to my request

The father o f the present famous circus pro
prietor (who was the youngest son of a well-to-do 
farmer in Wiltshire), when he was about eighteen 
years of age, came on a visit to the metropolis, 
and, while standing on London Bridge, he was 
seized by the press gang and sent to sea, where 
he remained for upwards of ten years. During 
that time he saw much active service, and was 
seriously injured on several occasions. Lord 
George related with evident pride that his father 
was close to the hero of Trafalgar when the 
latter received the wound which resulted in his 
death.

On returning home invalided the young 
seaman received an annual pension of for 
the services he had rendered to the country. 
Shortly afterwards he met in Bristol a young 
lady, whom he had known intimately in his 
earlier years, and who at that time was a lady’s 
maid. H e eventually proposed to her and was 
accepted, and, despite the fact that he had 
neither trade nor profession, they were married. 
He invested his first pension in a small “ show,” 
with which he travelled throughout the country, 
and which, by judicious management, was 
gradually enlarged from time to time, until it 
became a very lucrative concern. It will thus
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be seen that Lord George has been connected 
with the “  show ” business all his life.

I asked him to give me some details of his 
first appearances in public, together with a brief 
history of his subsequent career, and he replied 
with a smile— probably at my innocence —  
“  That is rather a big order. My reminiscences 
extend over sixty years, and some o f my adven
tures have been so remarkable that a full 
account of even two or three of them would 
probably take up all the space of your valuable 
magazine. But I will give you a few details as 
they occur to me. The first time that I took a 
really prominent part in a public performance 
was at the great fair which was held in Hyde 
Park in honour of the Queen’s Coronation. My 
father was present, in company with most of the 
leading showmen of that day, including the great 
Richardson (who, I believe, was brought up in 
a workhouse, but who died worth ^ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0), 
Wombwell, Hilton, Atkins, Stirling, Gregory, 
Webster, and a number of others ; while the bill 
of fare provided was as extraordinary as it was 
varied. There were no fewer than nine temples 
of the drama, and the ‘ curiosities’ on view 
have seldom been equalled. Among others, 
there were great giants, some of them of 
astonishing tallness— the Misses Cockayne, 
American twin sisters, each of whom was over 
7 ft. high ; Miss Scott, the two-headed la d y ; 
Dan Hartley, who was the heaviest man that 
we have had since the days of Daniel Lambert, 
and whose waist was larger than that of any 
dray-horse; Madame Stevens, the pig-faced 
la d y ; and a host of others of equal celebrity. 
With regard to Madame Stevens, this curiosity

was not a woman at all, but a bear, whose face 
and paws were shaved- several times a week! 
The animal was strapped in a large chair, which 
was placed at the back of the stage, shortly before 
the ‘ show ’ was opened, and was attired in a dark 
dress, a shawl, and white cap, over which was a 
bonnet. I became connected with one of the 
showmen, and gave a conjuring entertainment, 
which was well received. One of the other 
performers was a man who went under the 
name of the ‘ American Malabar.’ H e was an 
admirable juggler, besides which he used to 
‘ balance ’ a young donkey that was strapped to 
a ladder ; but, on the second day of the fair, the 
animal was stolen, and I agreed to become a 
substitute. The man, however, had earlier in 
the day taken too much to drink. When I had 
got to the top of the ladder I discovered that he 
was not in a fit condition to perform, and my 
nerves gave way, with the result that I and the 
ladder came down on to the heads of the 
spectators.

“  After that I returned to my father, and 
assisted him. I then conceived the idea of 
having performing birds and white mice, and 
having successfully trained them I gave perfor
mances in public. This was the first time such 
an exhibition had been seen, and the amount of 
patronage we received was wonderful. The 
next addition to the ‘ show ’ which I introduced 
were the ‘ Living Pictures,’ the chief item of 
which was Cruickshank’s illustration of the 
‘ Bottle.’ I engaged a number of young men, 
boys, and girls from Mile End and instructed 
them carefully as to what they were to do. 
I also got them special dresses for their various
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HAHNES8INO THE HOBBES FOB THE PROCESSION.

parts. This exhibition also ‘ caught on ’ ; 
indeed, so great were the crowds which came to 
see it that the police 
informed us that it 
would be necessary to 
put an end to the 
‘nuisance.’ I, how
ever, ‘squared’ them, 
and continued the 
performance t i l l  it 
began to get played 
out. By this time I 
had becom e th o 
roughly au fa it  with 
all the inner working 
of a ‘ show.’ I could 
see what would ‘ go 
down ’ with the pub
lic, and as I lacked 
neither initiative nor 
pluck, I began to be 
looked upon as one 
of the rising men in 
this line of business.

“ There were at 
this time several well- 
known conjurers who 
adopted the title of 
Professors o f  the 
Slack Art, and not 
to be out-done, I got 
a black ve lvet suit 
made with a tunic, 
found which I had a 

elt with a la rg e  
fancy buckle. T o  this

Photograph by
I/ORD GEORGE SANGER.

belt was fastened a bugle. My hat was a 
‘ dream in black ’ ; in shape it resembled a

smoking cap, but it 
w as trim m ed with 
large ostrich feathers. 
Round my neck I 
had ‘ frills,’ and my 
boots were trimmed 
w ith  beads. T h e  
first performance I 
g a v e  in  my new- 
ch a ra cte r  w a s  a t 
Stepney Fair. I was 
well up in ‘ patter,’ 
and after describing 
the wonders o f  the 
Black Art, and chal
lenging all the ‘ wiz
ards ’ of the country 
— I called myself the 
‘ P ro fe sso r  of the 
West ’ —  I told the 
people that the price 
of a d m issio n  ‘ on 
that occasion ’ would 
be only one penny. 
This was also for a 
time a gigantic suc
cess.”

Interrupting him, 
I asked: “ T o what 
do you attribute your 
early success ? ” •

H e replied : “  To 
judicious advertising, 
a g o o d  programme,

Leslie Dvdrnan it Co.
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and last, but not least, low prices of ad
mission.”

“  I presume that when you gave your exhibi
tion at Stepney it was on your own account?”

“ Oh, yes ! I left my 
father before then. While 
at Stepney I met Miss 
Ellen Chapman, who was 
professionally known as 
‘ M ad am e Pauline de 
Vere, the Lady o f the 
Lions.’ I had known her 
a great number of years, 
but had not seen her for 
a long time. She was 
then in the service of 
Wombwell, and, two or 
three years previously, 
had h a d  th e d is t in 
guished honour of per
f o r m in g  b efo re  the 
Queen, and other mem
bers ofthe Royal Family, 
at Windsor. WombwelTs 
m en a g erie  was at the 
time at Windsor Fair, 
and the proprietor re
ceived a command to 
give a performance be
fore th e  Court. The 
menagerie was placed in 
the quadrangle of the 
c a s tle , and a brilliant 
company was invited for 
the occasion. In addi
tion to the Queen and 
her Consort, there were 
present the Duchess of 
K e n t, th e  P rin ce  o f  
Wales, Prince Alfred,the 
Princess Royal, Princess 
Alice, the la d ie s  and 
gentlemen in waiting, members of the Hitt of 
the aristocracy, foreign ambassadors, etc. Her 
Majesty took the greatest interest in the wild 
beasts, asking a number of questions about 
them. The ‘ Lion Queen ’ desired to enter the 
den containing the monarchs of the forest, but 
Her Majesty declined at first to allow her to do 
so ; but later, when Miss Chapman had given 
her performance before the gardeners and 
others employed at the castle, together with 
the masters and boys of Eton College, who had 
also been invited, the Queen expressed a desire 
to witness i t  The cages containing the wild 
animals were placed immediately in front of the 
windows of the royal apartments, and Her 
Majesty and Court witnessed the exhibition. 
At the conclusion the Queeh presented Miss

Chapman with a gold watch and chain, and! 
expressed pleasure at the wonderful command'; 
she had over the wild beasts. I married the' 
‘ Lion Queen ’ in 18 5 0 . Up to that time I had!

Photograph by Geo. Nevmet, Ltd,
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been known as the ‘ Gr^at George,’ but now 
I adopted the title of ‘ Lord George.’ While 
travelling in the West of England, a few yean 
later, I was permitted to give my conjuring 
entertainment before the Czar, who was then 
on a visit to this country, and he was much 
pleased, especially with the ‘ inexhaustible1 
bottle,’ from which I obtained about half-a- 
dozen different drinks.”

“  In the course of your travels were you evet 
introduced to any prominent statesmen ? ”

“  Yes,” answered Lord George, “  several; and 
I have also performed before nearly all the 
crowned heads of Europe. I was introduced 
to the late Lord Beaconsfield, when he 'f*5 
coming from the German capital to this country 
after the signing of the Berlin Treaty. I "was
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tlien performing at Viviers, in Belgium, and, as 
the train by which the distinguished statesman 
was to travel always stopped at that station, the 
whole of the interior was lavishly decorated 
in his honour. My band struck up the 'National 
Anthem ’ as the train was brought to a stand
still, and Lordj Beaconsfield looked out of his 
carriage window and made inquiries frofn the 
station master, who was standing close to me 
on the platform, as to the band. The station 
master explained that it was the circus band, 
and at once introduced me. * Dizzy ’ then

re m a rk e d  th at he had 
often heard of me, and, 
shaking me by the hand, 
said he was pleased to 
make my acquaintance.” 

Lord George, who is a 
c h a r m in g  racon teu r , 
chatted in this most genial 
and pleasant way, giving 
mg an a cco u n t o f  the 
many incidents which had 
o c cu rre d  in his career. 
On one occasion he took 
a building in Clare Market, 
and fitted it up as a penny 
“ gaff.” T h is  b u ild in g  
haid form erly  been  a 
chapel, which had been 
condemned by the au
thorities on account of 
the many persons who 
had been buried there ! 
A f t e r  g iv in g  up t h e  
“ presto, f ly !” business 

he started a pantomime ; then he had a pano
rama, which was blown up, severely injuring 
himself and his wife, and practically destroying 
the whole of his property.

“  But how did you become a circus pro
prietor ? ” I asked.

“  I began by buying a pony, which I trained 
to tell fortunes. After a while I obtained a 
horse, which was trained in a public-house yard 
to gallop in a circle. Then I instructed a 
number of boys and girls, and, having engaged 
several well known equestrian artists, the first

TH E CIBCUB FORGE
Oeo. Newticc, L id
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performance was given at King’s Lynn. We 
afterwards travelled all over the country, with 
successful results. In those days I used to 
charge one penny for admission, but the artists' 
were not then so well paid as they are now. As 
time went on the business was extended, and I 
introduced various features, my wife and myself 
taking prominent parts in the performance.”

“ If it would not be betraying professional 
secrets, I should be glad if you would inform 
m e  how  you 
train horses, as 
so many differ
ent ideas pre
vail on the sub
ject.”

“ Well,” r e 
m arked Lord 
G e o r g e , “ the 
fact is there are 
d iffe r e n t  me
thods adopted 
for teaching va
rious perform
ances. In some 
ca se s  nothing 
but p a tie n c e  
and k in d n e ss  
will s u f f i c e ,  
while in others 
t h e  a n im a ls  
have to be ‘ re
minded.’ For 
in s ta n c e , to  
make what is 
k n o w n  as a 
* buck-jumper ’ is very easily accomplished. As 
the trainer approaches the animal he places his 
outstretched arm on its withers, as if afraid of 
getting too near to the horse, and at the same 
time pretends to coax it. It is always noticed 
that while the man is talking to the animal, his 
hand being against the pommel o f the saddle, 
the horse shakes its head in a threatening way, 
and then kicks out violently. This is caused 
by the trainer pricking it with a pin, or some 
other sharp instrument. You can, by this 
process o f pricking in various parts of the 
body, make a horse rear or kick in the most 
vicious manner. T o  get an animal to lie down 
is a very simple matter. You strap up one of 
the forelegs, and then strike the other gently 
below the knee with a cane, and the horse, to 
avoid the treatment, will gradually go down on 
to its knees. When this has been done a few 
times, and while the horse is on its knees, you 
pull the bridle towards you, and the animal will 
lie down. After a course of training, little trouble 
is experienced in the matter.”

Naturally, Lord George Sanger has met with 
numerous exciting adventures, and after he had 
told me some amusing stories in regard to the 
advertising dodges which had to be resorted to 
in order to make the “  show ” talked about, I 
asked him to relate the one which caused the 
greatest consternation. ;

“  I have,” he remarked, “  had several acci
dents, for in a big circus, which comprises so 
many different performances, it is impossible,

however careful 
you may be, to! 
avoid incidents  ̂
6 f this kind. In 
1 8 7 6  I was on 
th e  continent, 
and was asked 
by a theatrical 
proprietor who 
was intendingto 
introduce a play 
in which there 
was to be a love 
scene, to allow 
my trained lions 
to take part in 
t h e  perform 
ance. The idea 
was certainly an 
o r ig in a l one, 
and it was ar
ranged that the! 
w i ld  b e a sts  
should appear 
when a forest 
was represented 

The lions, which arrived the day before the 
necessary arrangements were completed for the 
rehearsal, were lowered into one of the cellars 
under the stage.

The next morning I went to superintend 
the rehearsal, and was informed that the lions 
had broken loose from their dens ! Nobody j 
would go into the cellars, and I had to descend 1 
alone, with a lamp in one hand, and a stick in : 
the other. I searched one of the cellars, and 
was proceeding to inspect the other when I was 
knocked down by one of the lions, which rushed 
past me. I got up, and the light being ex- i 
tinguished, I could see what appeared to be 
balls of fire in various directions. I re-lit the 
lamp, and swinging it about began to talk to the ’ 
animals, with the result that, after a time, they 
went back to their dens, which I immediately 
made secure. Our misfortunes, however, were 
not yet ended, for when the lion scene was 
to be publicly given, another strange accident 
occurred. The beasts were being lifted from 
the cellar, when, owing to the rope not being
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placed in the centre, the cage overbalanced, and 
the lions coming into violent contact with one 
of the ends, fell out into the cellar ! The pro
prietor of the building 
was in a dreadful state, 
declaring that he was 
ruined, but I reassured 
him, and after a little 
delay— the curtain at the 
time was down— things 
were ready for the per
formance. Then came 
another difficulty. The 
lion tamer was found to 
be .ntoxicated. T o  make 
a long story short, I took 
his place, and carried out 
the performance success
fully."

At this moment one 
of the gorgeous cars 
which had just been 
varnished for the tour 
in the provinces was 
being separated from the 
others in order that it might dry more quickly. 
One of the workmen thoughtlessly put his hand 
on a wheel in order to give the car a push 1 
This, as it seemed to me, was enough to annoy

anyone, but Lord George merely asked me to 
excuse him so that he might explain to the work
man the absolute necessity of not touching the

Photograph by
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carriage where it had just been varnished. I had, 
however, already taken up too much of the great 
circus proprietor’s valuable time, so I wished him 
“ Good day,” and thanked him for his courtesy.

A WONDER OF THE WAR.
Corporal J. A nderson, whose regimental num

ber is 5,916, had a terrible experience at Magers- 
fontein — an experience which few men could 
undergo and survive to tell the tale. Corporal 
Anderson, who belonged to B Company, was 
advancing towards the Boer trenches along with 
his comrades when the terrible musketry fire 
burst forth from the enemy’s position which laid 
so many gallant fellows in the dust. A  Com-

Eany, the position of which was, of course, at the 
ead of the column, was in the act of opening out 
in extended order when the deadly fire so un

expectedly flashed from the enemy’s trenches, and 
B Company, being next in order, of course suffered 
heavily at the very first discharge. In the con
fusion which ensued, Corporal Anderson got 
separated from his company, and, finding himself 
amongst a scattered section of the Highland Light 
Infantry, assumed the command. It was while 
advancing through the deadly hail of bullets, 
along with this remnant of the Highland Light 
Infantry, that Corporal Anderson met with the 
shock from the terrible consequences of which 
i j  'yas afterwards miraculously delivered. A  
lyddite shell suddenly burst on the left of his 
action, killing three of the men instantly,, and 
®° fPeat was the concussion occasioned by this 
terrible explosive that Corporal Anderson, 
"though escaping death, was instantly thrown to 
tee ground insensible, and remembered no more 
■ tehl next day, when he recovered consciousness

Vol. iii.—10

in the field hospital. The shock, however, sus
tained by the explosion had a fearful effect on the 
gallant fellow, and when, on regaining his senses, 
be tried to speak, he could not utter a word, nor 
could he hear the sound of the voices of those 
around him. Corporal Anderson had become deaf 
and dumb. He was, along with the rest of the 
wounded, conveyed to the hospital at Wynberg, 
Here he was seen by Sir William MacCormac, the 
famous physician, who examined him by means 
of the X rays, afterwards declaring that Corporal 
Anderson must have had a wonderful constitution 
or he could not have survived the awful shock. 
The most remarkable part of the story is yet 
to come, however. As already stated, Corporal 
Anderson lost his sense of speech and hearing, and 
orders were given that he should be invalided 
home. He was accordingly conveyed to Cape 
Town and put on board a transport. When about 
half the voyage had been accomplished, some 
rough weather was experienced, and one day 
Corporal Anderson was throwjn violently against 
the side of the vessel. The result of this accident 
may with some truth be called miraculous. His 
speech and hearing instantly returned, after hav
ing been lost for over six weeks. Corporal Ander
son’s kilt demonstrates in an unmistakable manner 
the terrible ordeal through which he passed, and 
the hotness of the enemy’s fire, for it is riddled 
with bullet-holes. He is now as well as ever, and 
fit for another “  go ” at the enemy if called upon.



“ MY BEST FRIEND.”
[Below are some extracts from this competition. Owing to exigencies of space, I have been obliged to 

shorten the essays considerably. The general tone of the essays sent in pleased me very much.—O. F.]

W h o  is my best friend, do you ask ? Why, my 
mother to be sure, sir ! for, as the old saying goes, 
and there was never a truer one : “ A  boy’s best 
friend is his mother.” The average school-boy 
may have some very good fellows amongst his 
companions, and perhaps a really awfully decent 
chap as his own especial chum, but what boy in 
his senses would think of putting even his best 
chum on an equality with his mater in his affec
tions ? In my humble opinion, Mr. Fag, a fellow’s 
best friend should be someone in whom he can 
put the most implicit confidence ; someone from 
whom he need have no secrets, and someone to 
whom he can turn for help and guidance in all 
times of trial and difficulty. A  "b e s t” friend, 
and I am here supposing him to be a boy 
should not be afraid to tell his chum, if he thinks 
that he is not going on straight, and should do 
li'is very utmost, both by his example and per
suasion, to set him right again. A " b e s t” 
friend can never be a flatterer, but should be 
someone in whom one can take a just pride, and 
from whose friendship one may reap a lasting 
benefit. He, or she, need not of necessity be 
popular ; but, if their friendship is worth having, 
they are sure to be respected.

Naturally one’s best friend is that one person 
for whom one feels the greatest affection, even 
amounting to reverence, and it is this feeling that 
makes me stick up for my mother as being “ My 
Best Friend.”

O w e n  C h it t y .

My best friend is a manly' fellow. Delighting 
in truthfulness— which of necessity combines with 
it honesty— upright, open as the day ; full of that 
vigorous personality and strong character which 
naturally draws to it a mind weaker than its 
own; a fine sportsman ; yet withal, of so sympa
thetic a nature that he cannot fail to attract, to 
strengthen, and to encourage whom he befriends.

One particular trait to be admired is his gentle
manliness.

This trait he carries with him always. His 
uprightness demands that he should not have one 
class of manners at home and a different sort in the 
society in which he moves; always respectful to 
the aged; sympathetic where symnathy is needed; 
jolly and free where others treat nim openly, yet 
showing none of that repellant contempt bred by 
familiarity.

P e r c y  W , H o l t o n .

Being a girl, of course, my best friend is a girl, 
although I nave some very excellent friends of the 
other sex, too. She is above all things true to me. 
Whatever people might say against me, she would

stick to me, and fight my battles as her o\vn; 
whatever she might hear, she would believe in me| 
and would never, if she could help it, allow me to 
be slightingly spoken of in her presence. My 
chum is proud of me. If I am successful io 
anything, I know that she is quite if not more 
pleased than I am. She congratulates me with 
true heartiness, and is never tired of telling 
and showing people what a truly marvellous and 
clever girl her friend is. My chum and I are 
never jealous o f each other. She is very pretty,
and I-----well I am rather pretty, too ! but we
never feel that one is cutting out the other. If 
she is appreciated, I  feel somehow a reflected 
glory, and I know that she feels quite annoyed if 
everyone does not admire my particular style! 
My chum and I never gush over each other. Some 
girls are always kissing, but neither my chum not 
I care about that sort of tiling. We know that we 
care for each other, and that is enough.

And now, alas ! the girl who has been my best 
friend ever since I went - a  friendless mite—to 
boarding school, is going to be married. Will she 
be to me as she has ever been! Well, time will
sk°w- Nora. K. Browne.

My best friend has been christened “ Froggy* 
by you English boys—just as I have been one 
year before. We don’t mind, you know, as long 
as the chaps are as nice as those who were at our 
school !

One reason that we are good friends is—that 
we both have a big nose (many Frenchmen have 
one), and they can smell very well, that’s why 
they say in French : " Je ne sais pas le sentir." I 
never knew a boy as kind as "Froggy.” We are 
inseparable, never Vun sans I'autre! On Sundays 
(Belgian boys' only holiday) we go together, arm- 
in-arm, to the flower market, where we quarrel 
because each wants to pay the Hower merchant 
and won’t let the other pay.

The following are some of the qualities I think 
a good friend should have :—

In case his friend falls in a river, be ready to 
jump after him. (If he can swim : I am not an 
anarchist!) Always be ready to lend him money; 
never ask it back again. Help him in his sc hod 
or other work. Never say a word which would 
make him sad.

In case he is a lazy boy (like myself, until I read 
about English boys in T he C aptain), make him 
understand that he should work. In short, (for 
I ’m getting near to four hundred words) try to 
give Trim all the qualities he has himself, and eve# 
those which . . .  he has not.

A chilles van  S wa&
Antwerp.





Illustrated by T . M. R. Whitweil.

H A V E  told you what an awful 
cheeky beggar Desborough is. He 
doesn’t seem to care for anything 
or anybody. And the funny part 
is that it never gets him into 
trouble. H e says and does all 
manner of cheeky things, that, if 
we did them, would land us in the 
Little Room in less than no time. 
But he seems to be able to do 
what he likes— very nearly— and 
is never a bit the worse for it.

Why, on the very first day that he came to 
the school— I had been there two terms and 
had just got my remove into the Second— he 
wasn’t in the least frightened or nervous, as a 
new boy ought to be. In the playground, when 
we were waiting for the bell to ring, he just 
tried to chum up with us elder boys, as if be 
had known us for years. O f course we didn’t 
like it, and tried to snub him. But that didn’t 
have any effect, for he wouldn’t be snubbed.

So at last Deeks said, “  Look here, you 
fellows, we must take it out of this Desborough 
somehow.” And we all agreed that we’d have 
to. “  I've thought of a plan,” he said. “  He 
won’t try on any of his cheek after that, I 
know.”

So he went up to Desborough, and pretended 
to be very friendly with him, while we all stood 
by, looking on.

“  You’re a new boy, aren’t you ? ” said Deeks.

“  Yes, rather,” said Desborough. “  This is 
my first morning here, and I think it’s an 
awfully jolly school.”

“ So it is,” said Deeks, “ and you’ll think it 
much jollier after you’ve been here a little 
longer.”

“ I think I shall,”  answered Desborough, as 
cheekily as possible. “  I like the fellows, and 
the Doctor seems an awfully nice man.”

“ Oh, you know the Doctor already, do you ?” 
said Deeks.

“  Yes. My father took me to call on him 
about a week ago.”

“  Ah, you want to see him in private to k n ow  
how nice he can be,” said Deeks, winking at us. 
“  By the way, have you shaken hands with the 
other masters y e t? ”

“ No,” replied Des*borough. “  What do you 
mean ? ”

“ Dear m e ! ” said Deeks. “ You ought to 
have done that directly you came. It’s a cu sto m  
at this school. Every new boy is supposed to 
go and shake hands with the masters as soon as 
he comes— so as to make their acquaintance, 
you know.”

You’d have thought that Desborough would 
have seen that Deeks was rotting him, wouldn t 
you ? But he didn’t.

“ Thank you for telling me,” he said. “ I 
shouldn’t like to look as if I didn’t know what 
was right. Shall I go and do it now ? ”

“  No, no ! ” said Deeks, hastily. “ You had



better wait now until the bell rings and we go 
into the Big Room for prayers. Then I’ll show 
vou the masters— they’ll all be standing together 
at the top of the room by the Doctor’s desk — 
and you can go up to them, and shake hands all 
round, and tell them who you are. O f course, 
most of the other new boys will have done it 
already.” _

“ All right,” said Desborough, sucking it in 
beautifully. “  Thank you for telling me. I 
should never have known otherwise.”

So we kept him talking until the bell rang—  
it always rings late on the first day of term— and 
then we all went into the Big Room together.

“ Sit by me,” said Deeks, for on the first day 
the new boys’ places for prayers are not assigned 
yet, and they sit anyhow, mixed up with the 
First and Second Forms. “ Now’s your time,” 
he went on, when 
e v e r y b o d y  was 
settled, and the 
reader was going to 
liegin. “ You must 
shake hands with 
the senior m aster 
first— th a t’ s him  
with the red mous
tache. Go on.”

He gave  D es
borough a lit t le  
push, and the silly 
duffer marched up 
to the top of the 
room as bold as 
brass, while we sat 
grinning and won
dering what would 
happen to him ; al
though we thought 
it rather too bad of
Becks to send him to old Wolff, wh®, as every
body knows, is an awful brute.

However, nothing happened, as we expected 
and hoped it would do. He walked up to old 
h olff and put out his hand. But Wolff stuck 
his behind his back, and said : “  Eh, small 
boy ? and what do you want ? ” in the quick 
way he always has. '

Desborough said in a squeaky voice that he 
was Desborough, and that he had come to shake 
bands with the masters.

N e thought then that Wolff would nearly eat 
bim up alive, and no salt, and held our breaths, 
hut lie didn’t. ' He only smiled, and said “  Eh?
Want to shake hands with the masters, eh ? Very 
well then,” and actually shook hands with him.

And then the gong sounded for prayers to 
')egin, and Wolff said : “  Stand here until prayers 
are over.”

DESBOROUGH’S

You can imagine how we felt, when we had 
intended that his cheek should have a good 
taking down.

But that isn’t the story I was going to tell. In 
fact, it is almost the opposite, though it will show 
you what a cheeky young beggar Desborough 
was when he first came. He got better after
wards, and soon learnt that it didn’t pay to be 
cheeky to us, but only to the masters, and not 
always to them, so that he became quite a 
decent sort of fellow;. . Besides, he generally 
had plenty of pocket money, and didn’t mind 
standing tarts or ginger-beer on half-holidays or 
when the tuck-man came down to the school, so 
that I was very chummy with him, though we 
don’t speak to one another now.

Ope afternoon we were playing the Old Boys 
at cricket, and that is always a big match. The

b o ys h ave th eir 
mothers and fathers 
and sisters there to 
see it, and the Old 
Boys do the same. 
And the head mas
ter has a great tent 
p i t c h e d  on his 
lawn, an d  g ives 
everybody tea, and 
bread and butter, 
and jam, and buns 
and things.

I was lying all by 
myself, w atch in g  
the match, because 
I had nothing else 
to do, for my people 
lived too far away 
to co m e and see 
me, as the oth er 
fellows’ people did, 

and was rather envying them walking about 
with their mothers and fathers, and going into 
the tent and having a tuck-in— you see I 
couldn’t go because 1 had no one to take in 
with me— when Desborough came up.

“  Hullo ! ” I said. “ What are you doing all 
alone ? ”

“  And where are your people ? ” he answered 
back.

“ Oh, my jMtople haven’t arrived yet,” I 
replied, without looking at him. I didn’t want 
him to know that they weren’t coming, at all.

“  Neither have mine,” he said, throwing him
self on the grass beside me. I didn’t believe 
him, because I thought that he said that they 
hadn’t come yet for the same reason that I did.

We neither of us sppke for some time, but 
sat watching the match, and nibbling stalks of 
grass.

CHEEK.
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PRESENTLY HE WALKED UP TO THE SIDE OF THE CARRIAGE, AND I SAW HIM TAKE HIS HAT OFF, AND SAY SOMETHING.

“ I say,”  he said at last, “  stand us an orange, 
will you ? ”

Now I had only sixpence left out of my 
week’s allowance, and it was a long time to 
Saturday. As I have already told . you, he 
generally had lots of pocket money, and I 
never knew him to ask to be stood anything 
before. I hardly knew how to answer him, 
but I didn’t want to stand him an orange just 
then.

“ What ?” I said ; “  haven’t you any coin ? ” 
“ No,” he said. “  I expected to get a tip this 

afternoon, so I spent all I had yesterday.”
“  I don’t know that I can stand you any

thing,” I said, for I didn’t believe in this tip 
that he expected. “  In fact, I was going to ask 
you.”

“  Haven’t you any money either ? ” he asked. 
“ No,” I replied; “ at least, I ’ve only got six

pence left, and that has to last me until Satur
day.”

“  Never mind,” he said ; “ let’s go halves. I ’ll 
make it all right when J get some myself.”

“  I don’t see how I can.”
“  I did stand you a tart on Monday.”
It was just like him to try and make me feel 

mean by reminding me of the favours that I

had received from him, and I didn’t like it 
Besides, nobody is obliged to stand another 
fellow anything.

“ I can’t,” I said. And then, to change the 
subject, I drew his attention to a carriage and 
pair that was driving in at the gates. The 
coachman and footman were in livery, and 
wore cockades. The gentleman looked like a 
soldier, and the lady sitting beside him was 
beautifully dressed.

“  I wonder who they are/’ I said.
But Desborough would not be turned away 

from what he was talking about.
“  I must get some money somehow,” he said. 

“  I wonder if  the man in that carriage would 
give me’ some. H e looks jolly well off.”

“ You’d better ask him,” said I, rather nettled.
' “  I ’ve half a mind to.”

“ I ’ll bet you don’t.”
“  I ’ll bet you a shilling I do.”
“  I haven’t got a shilling, but I’ll bet you 

sixpence that you don’t get anything out of 
him.” On second thoughts I felt s u r e  that 
he wouldn’t mind a bit asking the man, if he 
were dared to it. H e was cheeky enough for 
anything. - • .

“  Right you are,” said Desborough, repeating
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the terms of the bet. “ I bet you an even six
pence that I go and ask that man in the carriage 
tor a tip, and that I get one. There ! ”

.«gut you haven’t any money to pay with if 
you lose,” I said. The sixpence was as good as 
mine. He was bound to lose, the duffer!

« i'|) pay you on Saturday, or before if l  ean.” 
*• pone ! ” 1 cried. “  Shake hands ! ”
Sc we shook hands on the bargain, for, of 

course, if we hadn’t it wouldn’t have been a fair 
bet, and he might have backed out of it. I 
hardly expected, him to shake hands.

By this time the carriage had stopped, and 
he went off towards it at once. He didn’t go 
straight up to it, but dodged round to one side, 
and I began to think that he was funking. But 
presently he walked up to the side of the car
riage, and I saw him take his hat off, and say 
something. Then the man said something, and 
Desborough took his hat off again, and the lady 
smiled and bowed and shook hands with him, 
and evidently asked him to get into the carriage, 
for he stepped in and sat down with his back to 
the horses, so that he had, no doubt, performed 
half his bet, or would do shortly. All the same, 
it is one thing to get to talk to strangers and 
another to get tips out o f them. Afterwards 
they all three got out and went into the tent on 
the lawn to have a tuck-in, and I didn’t see any 
more of them.

When the match was over, and the people 
had gone away, I happened to meet Simpson 
kriius, and so I told him all about my bet with 
Desborough, and how I thought I had won an 
easy sixpence off him. While I was talking and 
waiting for the tea bell— we always have tea 
late on match afternoons— Desborough himself 
came up with an awful grin on his face.

“ I’ve been looking for you,” he said to me. 
“ Hand over your sixpence.” •

“ What for?” said I, laughing.
“ Why, I ’ve won, of course.”
“ R ubbish! ” said I. 1 -
“  Well, here’s the money,’ he said, showing 

me half-a-sovereign. “  I had an awful job to 
get it. H e thought five shillings would be 
enough at first.”

I still couldn’t believe him, and told him so. 
Then he got quite waxy, and appealed to Simp
son. And Simpson backed him up, and the 
end of it was that I bad to give him my six
pence.

When he had gone, Simpson said to m e : 
“  By the way, what were the people like that 
Desborough went up and spoke t o ? ”

So I told him, and he burst out laughing.
“ What’s the matter ? ” I asked.
“ Well, you must be green ! ” he said, and 

went on laughing like anything.
“ What do you mean, you silly duffer?” I 

asked again, for it ragged me to see him laugh
ing like that.

“ Why, they were his uncle and his new 
aunt! ” replied Simpson. “ H e’s done you 
nicely brown.”

“ How do you know ? ”
“ I heard him calling them uncle and aunt in 

the tent. And my people were talking about 
them, and saying that Colonel Desborough had 
just married the la d y ; so I know it is true.”

And I found out for certain afterwards that it 
was right. It was all a frightful swindle.

So we don’t speak to one another now, and 
I have cut Simpson tertius for backing Des
borough up. I should have liked to have told 
the Doctor about it, only we aren’t allowed to 
bet, and I should have got into trouble as well. 
All the same, I wished I hadn’t been quite so 
hasty when I saw Desborough standing tarts 
and things to all his friends.

1 'n,H£1) 1 hadn't BEEN QUITE BO HASH WHEN I SAW DEBBOROUGH STANDING TARTS AND THINGS TO ALL HIS FRIENDS* ~



SOME HINTS ON NET-PRACTICE

By 0 . B. Fry.

W ith net-practice regarded as a means of 
obtaining as much fun and exercise as possible 
in a limited amount of time we are not concerned 
here. There is nothing to be said against that 
kind of net-practice ; any person who has ever 
tried it knows that, given half-an-hour’s leisure, 
a good wicket, two decent medium-pace bowlers, 
and three small boys to field, there is nothing 
more desirable of its sort than a rattling good 
knock at the nets.

We, however, are looking at net-practice rather 
as a means of learning the arts of batting, bowl
ing, and fielding—the two former cliieHy : in fact, 
we are going to the nets to improve our cricket; 
we may find fun and exercise at the same time, 
but that is a secondary consideration.

In reference to this, it is worth while noticing 
that there is a vast difference between a boy 
whose cricket, in style, character, and every 
respect, is unformed and unsettled, and an older 
player, whose methods of making the various 
strokes have become fixed by habit, and whose 
style is second nature to him. Arthur Shrews
bury might go to a net and slog about in a reckless 
fashion without doing his cricket any harm what
ever; directly he went in again in a match'he 
would have at his immediate command the same 
accurate and scientific method of play that has 
been his for years, and which, by the way, it took 
years to acquire. But, Tom Brown, aetat sixteen, 
a promising school batsman, has not this fixed 
and stereotyped style to rely upon, and if he goes 
to the nets and indulges in slogging of a reckless 
and careless description, he will inevitably con
tract faults of style which will solidify into bad 
habits, and will for a certainty spoil his cricket.

When you are a master of an art, such as 
batting, you can perhaps afford to play tricks and 
take liberties—at least you can do so with some 
degree of impunity. But while yon are an ap
prentice hand— a tyro, as the books say—you can 
do nothing of the kind.

You have no doubt read or heard advice to the 
effect that you ought to play in practice exactly 
âs you would in a match. With this I do not 
altogether agree. You ought rather, I think, to 
regard practice as the occasion to learn, and a 
match as the occasion to use what you have 
learnt. This does not mean that you do not also 
learn in matches, but rather that you should at 
the nets give your mind to acquiring good methods

and execution, while in a match you should give 
your mind entirely to playing each ball as well as 
you can on its merits. A t the nets, you should 
study and practice how to play : in matches, 
you should play without thinking much about 
how you are making this or that stroke. In a 
match, you should be able to give the whole of 
your attention to the bowling yoif are playing, 
trusting to having acquired good methods in your 
practice.

The difficulty, of course, is to acquire these 
good methods ; and this is your task at the nets.

You must first of all realise that it is one thing 
to*be able to play a stroke correctly and another 
to be able to fetch out the right stroke for each 
ball that is bowled you. It  is not much use 
playing forward to perfection at a slow leg-break 
which is just the length you ought to play back.

Nevertheless, the first point naturally is to 
learn how to make the principal strokes correctly. 
When you are proficient at these you can turn 
your attention to the problem of which stroke you 
ought to play at this or that ball.

The chief strokes are the back stroke, the 
forward stroke, the drive, and the cut. The 
correct methods of making these I tried to 
describe in back numbers of T hk C aptain in 
several articles on “ How to Bat, and How Not 
to Bat.” I also tried to explain what strokes you 
should play at various kinds of balls. All this 
I cannot repeat now. I advise you to look the 
back numbers up, for, of course, you have them.

Now, it makes a great difference whether or not 
you have a good coach to instruct you, and a good 
bowler to bowl at you. If you have, your task is 
easier, as the coach will criticise and correct your 
play ; while the bowler will send down exactly 
the ball required for the particular stroke you 
are engaged upon.

If you have not, you should proceed as 
follows.

You ought not, in my opinion, to practice at 
the nets more than once a day, and that for a 
period not exceeding half-an-hour. You need two 
bowlers, no more ; and you will, of course, ge* 
hold of the best available. Make up your mind 
to devote the first half of each practice time to 

' learning one stroke, and one only ; the second 
half you should play as in a game, each ball as 
you think fit. '

But in order to carry out the first part of the
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programme you must get.your bowlers to send 
do'vn consecutively a considerable number of 
balls “ to order”— balls to suit the stroke you are 
eti'Tafrcil on. They will not be able to do this for 
certain each time ; but if you can get them really 
to try, you will receive a good number of balls 
such as you require. Stick to your work, paying 
great attention to where you put your feet (vide 
back numbers) and to how you hold your body. 
Try each time to play the stroke better than the
last. < _

By this means you will one day improve in one 
stroke and the next day in another, and you will 
very soon find out which are the balls that suit 
this or that stroke. I f  you are practising the 
forward stroke you will find that a certain number 
of the leal Is bowled you are easily played forward ; 
a certain number only with difficulty. Note 
which is which, and use your knowledge thus 
acquired when you are subsequently playing on 
more general lines, whether at the nets or in a 
game. Remember, you should practice driving 
ami hitting just as much as playing forward and 
back. But never fall into the common mistake of 
regarding the forward stroke as the only one to 
be learnt. It is a very valuable stroke ; but its 
value is much diminished if it is the only 
one yon have. You see, if the first ball you 
receive is one that can only he played back and 
you try to play it forward and get bowled, your 
mastery of forward play is not much use to you 
for the rest of the afternoon. All the same, the 
forward stroke is in some ways the most difficult 
of all to master; so you will likely enough have 
to spend more time on it than on any other. 
Remember, however, W. G.’s words to the effect 
that the foundation of the art of batting consists 
in being able to play both forward and back ; and, 
may I add, of knowing when to do so ? It is a 
case, not of the one or the other, but of both.

lou will observe that you must at the outset 
start with a clear idea of what you have to learn 
m each ease. You must discover this either by 
watching a good player— the easiest way—or by 
instruction from a good coach— the next easiest 
way—or from reading it up in a book—the most 
difficult, but in some ways the best way. Unless 
you know how you ought to play a stroke, you are 
somewhat handicapped in your efforts to acquire 
a mastery of it, as a moment’s reflection will con
vince you.

ith regard to bowling, boys as-a rule do tliem- 
^ ves much more harm than good at the nets.

0 usual thing is for six or seven boys to stand 

"'a V**11* an<̂  *n turn msh UP t0  th® wicket 
re ‘loa n any sort of ball. This is no use as 

wling practice, and is very bad for the batsman.
here should never be more than three bowlers

at a net at a time—two is a better number. They 
should bowl carefully.

In learning to bowl, the chief point is to 
acquire accuracy of length, and this should 
always be kept in view. Accuracy of length 
does not come as much from mere mechanical 
precision as from an acquired power of pitching 
the ball where you want to. That is what you 
should aim at. And it is excellent practice to 
bowl to a batsman who requires a particular ball 
sent down each time, for this gives you a definite 
task.

Boys certainly ought not to bowl (00 much at 
nets. On the whole, I think a quarter of an hour 
is long enough, and it is expedient to allow at 
least as long between each delivery as is the case 
in a maiden over in a match.

Fielding practice at nets is most difficult to 
arrange satisfactorily. I f  a batch of boys are 
told off to field, they certainly will not field 
unless there is someone to keep them up to the 
mark. Still, it is better to attempt something of 
the sort than not. I should be glad to hear of 
any satisfactory system. Much may be done with 
fielding practice in games, but that is another 
matter. '

ANSW ERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

J. S. P .—Score each over thus, putting a dot 
for each ball, unless runs are made off it, or a 
wicket obtained by i t : • • Do not enter wides 
or no-balls in the over, 3 « but in the column 
allotted to them. Score byes and leg-byes against 
extras in the batting-sheet; enter the balls off 
which they occur in the bowling analysis in clots. 
Bowling averages, whether for a match or a 
season, are obtained by dividing the number of 
runs scored off a bowler by the number of wickets 
obtained by him.

Q ,uex —You must cultivate a regular run and 
a regular delivery and a standard ball— say a 
medium or fast-medium with an off-break. Make 
yourself complete master of this. Then introduce 
variations of pace and break without altering 
run-up or delivery. It is the slight variation 
unperceived that baffles a batsman, not the obvious 
and complete change of ball.

A le x  Ranes (Wa y  C ollege, A delaide) 
recently achieved a magnificent performance in 
Australian inter-school cricket. Playing on the 
Adelaide Oval, for Way College v. Christian 
Brothers College, Hanes scored 114 not out in 
first innings, and 101 not out in the second. Of 
course, I do not know what the Christian Brothers’ 
bowling was like, but I presume it was up to 
public school form ; iu which case Alex. Ranes
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certainly made a record. I shall always be glad 
to receive notification of big scores and good bowl
ing performances from my Antipodean readers. A 
batsman is out l.b.w. if lie interposes any part 
whatever of his body, except hand holding bat.

X  Y. Z.—The boy in question probably over
trained last year. Training consists in a gradual 
building-up, not in a systematic process of ex
haustion. This year he should train slowly. He 
should take plenty of long, brisk w alks; no 
exercise is safer or more bracing to the muscles. 
He certainly ought not to run the full distance 
more than once a fortnight. He should not run 
more than three times a week. He should run 
a mile one day, two miles another, on the road ; 
occasionally he might do an easy cross-country 
run.

W. H. (K irkcaldy).— Your trade does you no 
harm if you take regular exercise. It matters 
little what you wear in practice ; but perhaps you 
ought occasionally to run just as you will in a 
race. You will see some hints on sprinting above. 
“ Athletics,” in the All-England Series, is a useful 
little book. Never mind your knees. Are you 
sure sprinting is your forte rather than longer 
distances 1

Mij .— Messrs. Newnes, the publishers, supply a 
cover, I think. Get the cover and have the bind
ing done locally. ,

O. H. (Po w yh e).— I think girls can play cricket 
very well indeed when they once grasp the 
elementary facts and principles of the game. 
Have you read “ King Willow,” by J. C. Snaith 1 
No room here for hints, I fear. I do not know 
about August 2nd yet. If there, I shall be glad 
to give you a short lesson. I have not seen the 
riddle. Write again about hints.

A. C. H. (Perth, W.A,)—Cultivate a regular 
run-up and delivery, and keep the arm high. Work 
diligently till you can bowl accurately, with the 
length and direction you want. Then cultivate a 
power of varying your pace and break slightly, 
without betraying the change to the batsman. A  
breaking ball should be played either right back 
or h it ; m the former case watch it from the pitch 
on to your b a t ; in the latter get as near .to 
smothering the break at the pitch as you can.

L. A. H. (M elbourne).— I expect you will find 
an article on howling in T he C aptain  in the 
course of the spring. Never play forward at a 
leg-break. Most leg-breaks are slow, so it pays in 
general to play them right hack, or else run out 
and catch them on the full pitch. It is difficult to 
hit them as they pitch. Let the ball get well into 
the air before you decide on your stroke.

B- G B.— I do not know of a club. If you 
cannot find one, get up a boys’ club yourself. 
There are plenty of boys about. I am glad you 
are keen.

Circulation.—You are all right. Do not do 
too much gymnastics; but do not give them up. 
You should go in for walking exercise, and eat 
plenty of plain, wholesome food. You will out
grow your troubles. Be careful to avoid chills 
after exercise. I  dare say you need a tonic.

C. C. V. R. S-— Write to J. J. Ecid, the Pavilion,
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Ivennington Oval, S.E. Toll him what you want 
and mention my name. ’

W. J. (N otts.). — You are well-proportioned 
and, I expect, strong. Do not use dumb bells 
weighing more than lib. each. You cannot do 
better than train as I suggested in the article you 
mention. You will see some more advice above,

W. H- G.—Pound dumb-bells would, I think, 
suit you, but you might use even half-pounders! 
I do not believe in heavy bells ; they make one 
slow. Quality of muscle depends on quickness a9 
well as sheer power.

“  Buenos Ayres.” — Throwing is, in my 
opinion, a matter of the elbow and nothing else. 
If the elbow is straight, or even stiff, though bent 
all through the action, a bowler cannot throw, no 
matter what he does with his wrist or shoulder. 
The _ bowler you describe is quite fair in my 
opinion. I agree about the rule.

Hercules.—Very good indeed, especially for your age. You write nicely.
G. F. Thackray.—The referee was within his 

rights. He ought, in my opinion, to have re
moved the linesman as well. The player should 
have kept his temper— at least, till the game was 
over.
_ Paddy.—Glad to hear from you. As to sprint
ing, begin by practising sharp, short spurts. You 
wili find some hints above. As to your enemies 
in the school, you cap now afford to despise them. 
You might tell them that, even if England is 
wrong, which she is not, you are bound to stick 
to her. As to the extra-mural foes, copy General 
Trench’s nobility.

Mask.—Bat should weigh about 2lbs. loz.; cost 
from 16s. 6d. to 18s. (id., according to shop.

G. J. G.—Bather difficult, is it not, to findasuit- 
able hobby for some one you do not know' ? If I 
were you I should go in hard for games.

H. A. L.— I do not quite know v^hat the exer
cises with the developer are. But I think you 
should reduce the work proportionately all 
through, i.e., do every exercise, but only, say, ten 
motions thereof instead of twenty. There is no 
reason why you should not do the exercises any 
time of day, save immediately after a meal.

B. T. (Sh effield ).—Nothing for it but plenty 
of out-door exercise. '

G. Robinson.—Jones is not a tall man, about 
5ft. lOins., I fancy. Height is an advantage, but 
not an essential. It is a great mistake to take to 
fast bowling unless it comes natural to you. You 
might use light dumb-bells (lib, each) and follow 
Sandow’s system. I  do not believe in any special 
training for cricket.

E. Rees.—You are quite right. The penalty rule does not work out fairly when a certain goal has been saved by an infringement of the rules.
H. M.—Use light dumb-bells (lib. each) 

Follow a regular system, Sandow’s for example- 
The pay of professionals varies considerably. In 
county elevens they get ,-£5 a match, as a rule. 
But they also receive a fixed salary for ground 
work.

C. B. F.



SYNOPSIS.- ( C hapters I.—IV.)
At the outbreak of the Boer War. three young men, Geoff 

and Bernard (generally known as ' ‘ Bunny”) Bigby, and Guy 
Bunsen, formerly echool-fellowe together In England, find 
themselves obliged to leave Johannesburg. However, Bunsen 
shams ill, and remains behind. Geoff and Bunny, after an 
exciting journey, arrive, with their mother, at Maritzburg. 
Leaving Mrs. Bigby here, they go to the front on their own 
account as scouts. Coming into contact with the Boers, 
Geoff escapes but Bunny is captured.

CH APTER V.

Presently Geoff roused himself with a start; 
in his grief to have lost his brother, he had for
gotten his own prisoner. Geoff ran down the side 
of the kopje, but the fellow had disappeared— it 
"as only natural that he should have done so.

But the greater calamity dominated the lesser, 
and Geoff, frantic with grief, set out for Ladysmith 
"oth scarcely a thought for the escape of his man, 
almost numbed with the magnitude of the calamity 
that had befallen Bunny. He scarcely knew how 
to break the news to his mother. How would 
she take it ? For Mrs. Bigby adored her youngest 
°̂n; the brothers were accustomed, laughingly, 
0 call Runny . “ Little Benjamin, her ruler,” 

an<l the news of his capture would be a terrible

blow to her. But Mrs. Bigby was a brave and 
good woman, and, seeing the distress of her son, she 
received the news with wonderful composure and 
fortitude, taking care not to add to Geoff’s grief 
by any sign of anxiety on Bunny’s behalf. Geoff 
told the whole story from beginning to end, and 
found his mother smiling at the end of it.

“ Aren’t you angry with me, mother ? ” he asked. 
“ He might, one feels, have been saved, somehow; 
I ought to have kept a better lookout upon him.” 

“ How could you?” Mrs. Bigby smiled. “ You 
did your best, but yciur hands were occupied 
with your own struggle. Angry with you? A  
thousand times no, my son ! On the contrary, I 
see very plainly that you could have done no more 
than you did, and with all my heart I thank you 
for saving at least one of my sons to me.”

“ I wish to Heaven it had been the other one I 
had saved ! ” sighed Geoff, relieved, nevertheless, by 
his mother’s attitude, “  and that I had got myself 
carried away instead of old Bunny! However, 
cheer up, mother, for I have vowed not to rest 
until I  have got him back, and 1  mean to keep 
my word ! How shall you take it if we end by 
both being caught and imprisoned?”

Mrs. Bigby was silent for a minute or two.
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“ Even if you were. I think you would be better 
so— safer, I mean—sitting in prison together, than 
to be constantly making yourselves a mark for the 
enemy’s- bullets as you have been doing up to this 
time in your dangerous scouting work. That is 
my point of view— the mother’s,” laughed Mrs. 
Bigby. “ Of course, I don’t expect you to see 
the matter in the same lig h t; but if you were 
captives together, you could at least help one 
another to escape ! Talk it over with Hugh, my 
son, wheg he comes,” Mrs. Bigby ended, “ and 
anything that you two may think best, I shall 
also think the best.”

So Geoff went down to Durban to meet Hugh, 
just arriving from Sydney. As the brothers clasped 
hands on the quay, Oeoff told Hugh of the 
calamity which had befallen poor Bunny. Hugh 
looked grave.

“ They won’t shoot him, will they ?” he asked.
“ Ood forbid ! They wouldn’t dare ! They’ve 

got to think of their own prisoners in our hands ; 
Ave have a good many already.”

“ Where’ll he be, then— near rvhere they got 
him, or up at Pretoria 1 ”

“ That’s what I should like to find out, and 
what I mean you and I shall find out. When we 
knoAV Avhere he is, we’ll go and fetch him back, 
if you’re game.”

“ That’d be a silly trick, surely,” said Hugh;
“ for instead of one prisoner, there'll be three. 
We’ll get him back when we march into Pretoria, 
but not a day before. Who put that mad idea 
into your head 1 ”

“ But I don’t see that it is mad. Can’t you con
ceive any possible way of rescuing a felloAv sup
posing you know Avhere he’s confined ? ”

“  Well, I don’t ! I daresay I’m not so sanguine 
by nature as you are, but I don't, and there’s an 
end. Imagine me, not speaking a Avord of the 
language, deliberately going into the enemy’s 
country to rescue a prisoner from one of their 
gaols. It Avould be madness.”

“ It would be difficult, of course; but I don’t 
think it either mad or hopeless ; nor docs mother. 
We Avouldn’t go as combatants, in the uniform 
of such and such regiments, but as private indi
viduals.”

“ Then Ave’d  be shot as spies, man, or crammed 
into a prison. You might pass as a Boer pedlar, 
or farmer, or anything you like, since you know 
the language ; but I ani hopelessly English, and 
should be suspected at once.”

“ Quite true,” sighed Geoff. “ It would be a 
horrible risk for you, and I oughtn’t to have sug
gested your going. I feel, though, that I must go 
and scout about for poor Bunn : it is sort of my 
faiflt that he was taken, you see ; will you forgive 
me if I go away for a bit and leave you? I f
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should join your corps, Avhatever you may en
list in, later on.”

“ No, Geoff, don’t be an old fool,” said Hugh 
kindly. “ The enterprise is too "rash and danger
ous, it couldn’t be carried out Avith any prospect 
of success ; you must drop the idea. We’ll enlist 
in this Imperial Light Horse they’re talking about 
or, if you’re bent on scouting, we’ll scout; but to 
undertake to besiege Pretoria on our own hook, 
Avith no artillery but our Avits, would be a foolish 
enterprise; believe me, it would. 1  daresay I am 
as anxious to help Bunny as you are.”

“ Well, you didn’t lose him, you see; he was 
under my care.” 4.

“ Bosh! You did all you could, you devised a 
capital plau of escape and carried out your share, 
Avhile Bunny failed, having a stronger man and a 
more timid horse to deal Avith, probably.”

Geoff sighed. “ At any rate, I ’m going to try,’ 
he said. “ I have vowed to do this, and do it I 
shall. You’d better not cotne, I quite see that 
would be foolish ; but help me, if you can, by 
thinking of the best way for me to set about it.” 

Hugh promised this much, but lie did not look 
Avith favour upon the idea of an attempt to find 
«nd release Bunny; therefore, he did not encour
age Geoff's day-dream, as he considered it, by 
discussing the matter. But something happened 
a day or two later to make him think more 
favourably of Geoff’s project. Someone sliOAved 
him a Boer neAvspaper— the Stoats Cowant—in 
which Avas published a list of English prisoneis 
already captured. The disaster at Nicholson’s 
Nek had just occurred, and besides the long list 
of the poor felloAvs forced to surrender on that 
unfortunate day, there Avas published a shorter 
one of “  casual prisoners,” and among these latter, 
mentioned as taken to Pretoria and there im
prisoned, Hugh read with mixed feelings the name 
of “ Bernard Bigby, non - combatant, supposed 
fanner, captured after resistance in a farmhouse 
Avithin the Boer lines.” ■

He A\ras safe, then— thank God for that !
That evening, as the brothers sat and chatted 

Avith their mother, Geoff suddenly leapt out of 
chair as though attacked by a spasm of pa'n- 
“ Great fscott!” he exclaimed, ridiculously loud, 
“ I’ve got i t ! The thing— the dodge —  the very 
plan !” continued Geoff, almost dancing round the 
room in his excitement “ I see as plainly as» 
it were all written in a book, how it can be done. 
Good Heavens! how is it I never thought of d 
before ? Bunny can he fetched away Avithout 
danger, and almost Avithout difficulty.”

“ Nonsense, old man, you’re raving,” said Hug • 
“ I ’m sorry you’re on that tack again.”

“ No. Listen before y o u  judge;and listen we, 
because I tell you candidly that I intend to »<*’
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this business through, even if you oppose it. I 
shall get someone else to help me if you won’t I ” 
(J e o tf walked up and down the room for a moment 
or two, too excited to speak, and perhaps too 
angry, for he felt that he was upon a hot scent, 
and did not like to be checked.

Hugh looked on in surprise, for the brothers 
had always been such good friends that it was 
something unheard of that Geoff should suggest 
such a thing as acting in this matter for himself, 
even though it were in opposition to the opinions 
of the rest of the family.

“ Yes, old man, I know that,” Hugh laughed, 
good-naturedly. “ Now let’s hear how it’s to be 
done.”

C H A R T E R  V I .  
geoff’s scheme.

“ W ell, it’s like this,” said Geoff, brightening 
up. “ Mother’ll tell you that I can take off a 
Boer farmer, as I do sometimes for fun, to the 
life.” -

“ He certainly can do that,” said Mrs. Bighy,

117

GEOFF WENT DOWN TO DURBAN TO MEET HUGH.

‘‘ ^ou may be sure I shall advise you as I 
honestly think,” said Hugh, presently. “ But I 
am not going to counsel anything outrageously 

If you’ve thought of a plan for rescuing 
bunny, lets hear it, and mother and I will give 
°ur opinions.”

Beofi paced about for a while longer.
I am sorry I said that. At least, said it like. 

Hat. lie said, presently, “ but I stick to it that T 
t0 intend to work the thing, and I hope I shall 
Persuade you to work it with me. Of course, I’d 

lear l,ave you than anyone else, you know

laughing. “ You should see him act Ooin Haul, 
Hugh, f assure you, one can scarcely sit in one’s 
chair for laughing; but he’s just as good in the 
part of a young farmer coming into market.”

“  That’ll do, mother,” laughed Geoff, “ it’s my 
innings, remember. Well, my idea is this : we 
get through the Boer lines first of all—that won’t 
be difficult, though it is one of the most difficult 
parts in the enterprise,-so that the rest, you’ll say, 
must be easy enough, and so it is. You, I should 
explain, would figure as a trooper of irregular 
cavalry, or any other regiment engaged at 
Ladysmith, while I should be got up as a Boer. I
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am armed, you are not. I am mounted, you are 
on foot.”

“ What fun for me,” laughed Hugh. “ Go on ! ” 
“ In a word, you are my prisoner. You are one 

of the fellows that came to grief at Nicholson’s 
Nek, you see, only you lost yourself for a couple 
of days, and wandered into the Boer lines. Well, 
I have an order from the field cornet to deliver 
you to the cornet in charge at Pretoria prison. 
Now d’you see the drift?”

“ Good Heavens ! ” ejaculated Hugh. “ Wait a 
minute—you take away my breath. So that you 
are supposed to be escorting me, an English 
prisoner, to Pretoria? Yes, I understand so far. 
Go on ! ”

“ Capital ! Very well, then ; at Pretoria, I  give 
you over to the field cornet in charge, and you 
are duly shut up-----”

“ Great Scott ! man, this is a ripping game for 
me, I must say ! ” roared Hugh. “ It will be very 
nice for Bunny having me for a companion, but 
even the pleasure of Bunny’s society will scarcely 
compensate me for the loss of my liberty.”

“ You won’t lose it for long, old chap. With 
you two fellows inside and me outside, why, hang 
i t ! surely we’ll contrive a way out between us.”

“ Well, we might, of course, and we might get 
knocked on the head trying it. What do you 
think, mother ? Is there anything in Geoff’s plan, 
besides ingenuity ? I quite admit it has plenty of 
that.”

“ It is a bold and clever scheme,” said Mrs. 
Bigby, “ and worthy of my G eoff; but, of course, 
there would be danger in the enterprise, from 
beginning to end of it, and the getting out of 
Pretoria would be so much more perilous than the 
getting in— you must not forget that, Geoff.”

‘ There’s one thing I had forgotten,” said Hugh. 
“ A prisoner going in as I should could take tools
with him to help himself out again-----

“ Good ! so you could ; you are coming round 
to my ideal, Hugh, I can see you are— mother, you 
must too— oh, we’d be so careful, wouldn’t we, 
Hugh ? Buck up, old man, and persuade mother 
to think well of the plan.”

Geoff was jubilant and happy ; he believed in 
his plan, and thougnt he saw Hugh coming round 
to it. His brother laughed.

“ Steady, Geoff,” he said, “ you are going too fast 
This is a thing that can’t be decided upon either 
one way or the other in a hurry. It is a good 
plan, mind you ; ] grant that to start with, but I 
should ilk to consult one or two with older heads 
than om own. There’s no very pressing hurry— 
let’s sleep over it, at any rate.” 

u Very well,” said Geoff “ do ! The longer you 
think over the scheme, the better you’ll like it. 
Think of the fun we should have ! And think of

] 1 8 the useful information we might bring back to the generals about new fortifications at Pretoria, and so on.”
“ Oh, yes, there’s all that in its favour, o[ 

course,” said Hugh, smiling, “ but let’s chew the 
cud a bit.”

Later on, at the Outlanders’ Club, Geoff spoke 
of his scheme to one or two of his friends there. 
Opinions were about equally divided.

Arguments pro and con were still passing back
wards and forwards when there entered a figure 
well known to many of those present. This was 
Mr. Nicholas Rosenthal, a millionaire from Johan
nesburg.

“ Your plaq will interest old Rosenthal,” some
one whispered to Geoff, “ for, as you know, his son 
was at the front, and was carried off to Pretoria 
only a couple of days ago, after that infernal 
Nicholson’s Nek business.”

“ What’s all the discussion about ? ” asked Mr. 
Rosenthal, puffing up to the corner in which the 
younger men were assembled. “ This infernal war, 
I suppose, as usual. Well, it’ll kill some of us, 
boys, and ruin the rest. It's going to last three 
years, see if it don’t. And my poor lad a prisoner 
in Pretoria, dying of nothing to do and nothing 
to eat.”

“ Bigby here has a brother a prisoner there, too, 
and he’s talking of going there and bringing him 
back,” said someone. .

“ Bringing him back ! How’s he going to do 
that ? He’ll get there quickly enough, if he wants 
to, but I wouldn’t bet on his coming back, either 
with or without, his brother.”

“ Tell Mr. Rosenthal your plan, Geoff,” laughed 
his friend. “ Perhaps he’d like to accompany 
you.”

Geoff explained his scheme.
“ But are you good enough Boer for a game like 

that ? ” asked Rosenthal, obviously somewhat im
pressed.

“ I could take in old Paul, himself, as far as that 
goes— I have done so. I  went with another fellow 
at Christmas, and sang hymns outside his house. 
The old boy was greatly interested, and came and 
preached to us in the street, but he didn’t give us 
a brass farthing.”

“ Well, but—your brother— does he agree ? He 
has to risk a good deal, it seems to me, because he 
lias to be locked up.”

“ My brother hasn’t quite made up his mind, 
said Geoff’. “ He is considering the matter, but I 
hope I shall persuade him.”

“ I think I may go,” said Hugh. He had been 
talking, luckily tor Geoff and his scheme, with 
two men who thought well of it.

“ l'pnn my word, I don't know hut what you 
mightn’t work it, if you set about the thing
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c a u tio u s ly . Xow I’ll tell you wliat I’ll do, young 
men—1'll offer you ten thousand pounds if you’ll 
bring back my son, Jack, alive and well, together 
with your brother. Come, I mean i t ! If the offer 
is of any use to you in helping you to a decision, 
make a note of it, for I am serious.”

“ Oh no, sir,” said Hugh. “ If we went,, we 
should so in any case for our brother’s sake, and 
should need no pecuniary inducement; and, .once 
there, we should be glad to help your son out of 
his scrape if the opportunity offered.”

“ Well, do your best, and if he arrives with you, 
you may draw upon me for ten thousand pounds. 
Ccnie, it’s a sporting offer.”

“ It's certainly a sporting offer,” laughed Geoff ; 
“ but we don’t want your money, Mr. Rosenthal. 
Well do our best for Jack without being paid 
for it.”

“ Well, do your best • but, remember, I  can 
afford the money, and your service would be well 
worth it, for another man added to your party 
would greatly enhance the risks, mind you. I 
can’t bear to think of the poor boy being im
prisoned there; for this infernal war ’ll last two 
or three years, see if it don’t ! ” said this pessi
mistic old Outlander.

The result of this conversation, and of others 
unrecorded, was that Hugh came completely round 
to think well of Geoff’s plan; and, once converted, 
worked with all his might for its realisation.

Mr. Rosenthal asked, as a personal favour, to 
be allowed to present Geoff with a good horse, 
and as Geoff had no manner of objection to this, 
a beautiful animal was soon placed at his disposal. 
The plan was that Hugh, too, should start on 
horseback, and should ride as far as possible, but 
that he must go afoot if any Boers should be 
about, for Boers belong to the question-asking 
persuasion.

So Hugh procured the khaki uniform of an 
English trooper, and Geoff the brown corduroys 
ot a Boer farmer, and early on a damp November 
evening—having taken a cheerful farewell of their 
mother—they set out upon their adventurous 
mission. Starting their riding from Estcourt, 
which they reached by train, the brothers took the 
westerly road towards Harrisinith, making a wide 
sweep in order to pass well outside of the flank of 
the Boer position, leaving Ladysmith fifteen miles 
it least on their right.

They crossed the Tugela in safety, though not 
without challenge from the enemy’s outposts, and 
^rd in the distance the big guns of the English 

al* of the enemy replying to one another in a 
It « Pxc ân8e of civilities as they passed on 

® nank of the invested English army.
than once during the night they were pur- 

11 ‘y small bodies of wide-awake Boers. But

they preferred to be pursued at this stage of the 
proceedings rather than be asked awkward ques 
lions as to why Geoff’s prisoner should be mounted 
upon a good horse, and other similar conundrums 
difficult to answer in so dangerous a neighbour
hood, full, as Hugh expressed it, of confounded 
inquisitive people, who would be sure to want to 
know all about a fellow, even though he should 
assure them that he would rather be let alone.

That first night was spent uncomfortably at a 
point between the Tugela and the Harrismith 
road, hut off the high road. The horses were 
hobbled, and allowed to wander in search of any 
grass that was to be found. They had had a big 
feed before leaving home, and would have to rough 
it fora day or two, after which Geoff hoped to be 
able to find more comfortable nightly quarters 
both for himself and prisoner and for their 
mounts.

Had any one been by to see, he would have 
been surprised to observe Boer Geoff and his 
prisoner tossing up for first sleep, and when Geoff 
had won the toss, would have been still more 
bewildered to see the prisoner, armed with the 
riHe of his gaoler, mount guard, while the latter 
stretched himself beneath a protecting boulder 
and abandoned himself to helpless slumber.

Half-way through the night the prisoner awoke 
his captor, and, presenting him with the weapon, 
took his turn at sleeping. The sight would have 
charmed a philanthropical spectator, who would 
doubtless have concluded that the Millenium had 
begun to arrive within hail.

Nevertheless, it was fortunate that Geoff s turn 
had come to watch, when, soon after dawn, a small 
party of Boers rode swiftly along the road, going 
towards Ladysmith, and, seeing the two horses 
grazing, dismounted in order to catch and annex 
them, believing them to have wandered from 
Heaven-knew-where.

Geoff could not afford to see his splendid mount 
and Hugh’s useful beast commandeered before his 
very eyes within twelve hours of the start. He 
therefore hailed the Boers.

“ Hullo, there ! ” he called o u t; “ let those 
horses alone !”

“ Thunder ! ” exclaimed a Boer; “ there’s an 
owner, after all. Who are you, there, and what 
are you doing on the veldt ? ”

“ I’ve taken a prisoner and his horse,” said 
Geoff; “ found the silly fool lost, and he sur
rendered to me without a blow.”

“ I see. Where are you taking him to, then 1 ”
“ Harrismith— they can send him on by train 

from there, or hang him for all I care, so long as 
they don’t hang the horse.”

“ Probably lie’s one of the Nicholson’s Nek 
fellows. What in thunder is the uniform lie’s
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N everth eless, it ffa, 
deemed wiser to lie hid for 
the whole of that clay, and 
to travel in this dangerous 
locality only by night.

C H A P T E R  VII.
USEFUL SERVICE.

T he two scouts had not 
proceeded far from their 
h id in g -p la ce  near the 
Tugela, next evening when 
they reached a spot where 
one road branches to the 

right towards Ladysmith, while the other, 
that which leads straight on, or slightly to 
the left, passes through the Van lleenen 
Pass and so on to Harrisniith. Of these two, 
the latter should unquestionably have been 
the route chosen. But both brothers paused, 
as with one consent.

“ I must say I should like just to get a 
glimpse of Ladysmith,” said Hugh. “ The 
tifHculty would be the horses ; we could 

creep in easily enough on our feet, or on our 
waistcoats if necessary.”

“ Yes,” .said Geoff, reflectively. “ I won 
der,” he continued, after a minute or two, 
“ whether I dare or whether it would be too
great a risk-----” he paused.

“ Well, w hat?” laughed Hugh. “ What
* H ALLO , T H E W E !" H E C A LLED  O C T ; “ L E T  TH OSE HOUSES A L O N E ! ' i n f e r n a l  i m p e r t i n e n C e  a r e  y O U  d e v i s i n g  HOW,

wearing; and how does he come to have a 
horse ? ”

“ Must have been a trooper in one of the colonial 
corps,” said Geoff. “ He has a horse, that’s enough 
for me.”

“ You’re not going to let him ride it, thougln 
surely ?” said the fellow ; “ you’ll be a fool if you 
do. Make him run.”

“ Catch me letting him ride. I shall lead his 
horse and he shall run alongside. Do you take 
me for an idiot?”

“ Come on, Piet ; you’d talk all day if you were 
allowed ! ” shouted an impatient Boer who had 
ridden a few paces on ; and Piet, to Geoff’s relief, 
grinned and departed, leaving the brothers with 
one danger on the right side of their account; 
to the relief, also, of Hugh, who had shammed 
asleep throughout the conversation, deeming this 
the safest course, since he understood nothing of 
what was said.

“ I suppose you would have told me in English 
if I had had to get up and break anybody’s 
head ? ” he remarked.

Geoff? asking old Joubert to hold your 
horse while you go and have a look at the 
to\vn ? ”

Geoff laughed also. “ Not Joubert,” lie said;
“ but really I don’t see why I should not get some
body else to keep an eye on the horses—some 
Boer, of course, I  mean— while we go on.”

“ My good man, where do I come in?” said 
Hugh. “ You couldn’t pretend you were taking 
your prisoner with you on a scouting job ; you'd 
have to leave me with the horses at the mercy of 
some Boer. No thanks ! ”

“ You wouldn’t appear when I took in the 
horses, of course. 1  should go to the picket, and 
say I had smashed an English scout and bagged 
his horse, and would they kindly keep an eye on 
both horses while I did a bit of foot scouting! 
There are plenty of,.outposts within half a roile° 
us now ; asleep, most of them, I ’d b e t ! We wig  ̂
ride up close to the nearest we happien to come I 
across on the way to Ladysmith, and before they 
saw you, you could slip off and wait for me while 
l took the horses on, and left them in charge ■ 
then I’d join you again.”
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“ Upon my word, Geoff, it wouldn’t be a bad 
ulan if you are absolutely certain you can play the 
]5oer well enough to pass You look so horribly 
young, and, well as you talk Dutch, you might 
easily be spotted.”

“ My Dutch is safe,” said Geoff; “ and, as for 
lookin" young— half their fellows are quite as 
yoting°as 1 am— l !m twenty.”

“ Well try it then ; I feel worked up for a spree 
to-night,” said Hugh. “ Only, for Heaven’s sake 
be careful! ’

So th e  v e n t u r e s o m e  p a ir  r o d e  s o f t l y  t o w a r d s  
L a d y sm ith , n o w  d i s t a n t  a b o u t  s e v e n  m i le s ,  a n d  
before th e y  h a d  r id d e n  m a n y  m i n u t e s  t h e y  
stopped , fo r  t h e y  h e a r d  in  t h e  d is ta n c e , t h e  u n 
m istakable  s o u n d s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  a  la a g e r — h o r s e s  
stam pin g a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  n e ig h in g ,  a n d  a  h u m a n  

voice a t in te r v a ls .
“ There’ll be an outpost somewhere just here,” 

said Geoff. “ Wait for me among these boulders, 
I’ll come back for you within a few minutes; if 
I’m not back in an hour you’ll know I’ve gone to 
Pretoria to join Bunny, and you’d better get 
back home.”

“ Don’t play any giddy tricks, and you’ll be all 
right,” whispered Hugh; “ 1 11 wait here.”

Geoff rode cautiously on, leading Hugh’s horse, 
and presently was challenged by a sleepy voice.

“ Look here,” said Geoff, “ I’m scouting; I ’ve 
killed a sneaking Englishman and bagged his 
horse. I want to get closer in, and the horses 
hamper me, wili you keep an eye on the beasts if 
I leave them with yours?”

“ Pill my pipe for me and I will,” said the 
Door. “ The horses are back there on the kopje. 
Give these to the groom there— kick the fool if 
lie’s asleep.”

Geoff offered his ’baccy pouch. “ That’s Eng
lish,” grinned the Boer, “  I suppose it was the 
rooinel; scout’s before you knocked him on the 
head 1 ”

“ \ ck,” said Geoff, grateful for the suggestion. 
“ I must get a Boer pouch ! ” he reflected.

Geoffleft the horses and thanked his friend. 
“ There are some of our fellows mounting a gun 

a couple of miles on,” he said, “ on a hillock to the 
left of the road. It’s a good gun, but verdotnte 
heavy, they said when they passed. There was a 
German with them, swearing like the Evil One.”

I Geoff made a note of this fact. It struck him 
hat here was something more than an excuse for 

laying a visit to the British camp.
He returned along the road for Hugh, giving a 

I ow whistle, their own family call, well known to 
I , u a s'n'P'e strain, something like the pipe of a 
I fe° 4 n or>‘it)*e- Out came Hugh at once.
I , '*ell” be asked, excitedly, “ how has your 
I impudcnce succeeded?”

“ Perfectly, not a hitch ! There’s nothing like 
brass in this world, take my word for i t ! ” Then 
Geoff described his adventure, including the in
formation incidentally acquired as to the party of 
Boers at this moment employing themselves in 
mounting a gun.

“ Why, man, things couldn’t be better!” exclaimed 
Hugh. “ We’ll just look in and see how the German 
and his gunner fellows are getting on, and then 
hurry off to the camp and tell them about it ; 
we’ll do a good turn to. our own side, after all, 
before starting off to fetch Bunny.”

So the pair of scouts left the road, and ran and 
crept and ran again, and walked a hundred yards, 
then sprinted once more where they could, keeping 
as much as possible under cover, though it was dark 
qnd the; place seemed clear of the enemy, except
ing here and there an outlying picket, whom they 
took care to avoid. Once one of these good fellows 
took a chance shot at them, or rather at the sound 
they made, but as he did not see them, his bullet 
may have flown within a quarter of a mile of them, 
and may not.

“ There you are, that’ll be the gun kopje,” said 
Hugh at length, as well as he could, for panting. 
“ Better go on alone, in case you’re seen by their 
patrol. Have a good look and count the men 
engaged, then come back for me here.”

Geoff nodded, and crept carefully forward. For 
half a minute or so Hugh watched him creep and 
glide among the boulders and scrub. Then he 
disappeared.

Ten minutes passed, and Hugh began to think a 
full hour had gone by. Then at last Geoff came 
stealthily back— Hugh met him. Geoff’s finger 
was at his lip.

“ Hush ! ” he said, “ they’re only a quarter of a 
mile away. They are still struggling with the gun 
— a huge, long, heavy thing. They’ll be four or 
five hours over the job yet. We’ve plenty of time 
to tell the General at Ladysmith, if we can get at 
him. There are seventy or eighty men employed.” 

“ Jove ! we ought to have them ‘ on toast’ and 
the gun too,” said Hugh, excitedly. “ Come along, 
we won’t waste a minute.”

Without another word whispered the two brothers 
started at a quick run— over this hillock and up 
the next, and along a short, level piece and more 
hills, till, suddenly, they were brought up by an 
English voice :

“ Who goes there ?”
“ A friend,” said Hugh, stepping forward.
“ Steady a minute, friend, then, and say what’s 

your business. Why, one of you’s a Boer ! ” 
“ Only a sham one, mate,” said Geoff, “ i ’m a 

scout— we both are. Have you anyone you could 
send back into camp on horseback ? We’ve a little 
job on that the General may like to know of.”
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“ I don’t know, I’m sure, whether I ought to let 
you pass— a feller dressed in Boer’s k i t ! How do 
I know you’re not a darned Boer scout up to some 
devilry or other?’’

“  Well, keep me here, then, and let my brother 
go forward. Or, keep us both, and send one of 
your fellows back with a note from us.”

“ Well, pass, then; you seem all right. Stop ! 
give me your rifle to show you’re square.”

“ Take it, by all means. Now step out, Hugh ; 
we’ll be in camp in twenty minutes.”

After sundry short delays, thanks to the alert
ness of the various sentries passed on the way to 
the General’s quarters, the brothers a t last suc
ceeded in getting a message conveyed to the com
manding officer by an aide-de-cavip.

This latter gentleman was somewhat astonished 
to perceive that one of those who desired to speak 
to him was a Boer. But he was soon persuaded 
that this was but the outer shell of a Boer, and the 
kernel good British flesh and blood.

“ But why is one of you dressed as an English
man and the other as a Boer ? ” he asked.

Hugh laughed, and explained that this arrange
ment was convenient for their purposes.

“ You see, sir,” he said, “ when we want to enter 
our own camp I can pretend the Boer is my 
prisoner ; and if we want to collect information in 
theirs, I become his prisoner.”

“ Highly ingenious,” laughed the officer ; “ but 
mind you don’t -get sent to Pretoria without your 
Boer fellow one of these times, when you accom
pany him into their quarters. You run consider
able risk, both of you ! However, I’ll tell the 
General what you say. If he believes your tale he 
may send out a squadron of Hussars.”

The General himself came out, anxious to see the 
men themselves before deciding whether to believe 
them or no. He gazed curiously at one and the 
other.

“ Didn’t someone point you out to me at Reit- 
fontein, or after, and tell me you had done some 
good scouting with Yule’s troops ? ” he said, 
addressing Geoff.

Geoff blushingly acknowledged that he had had 
the privilege of being complimented on that occa
sion. This had occurred just after his separation 
from Bunny. Then the C. O. whispered some
thing to his aide-de-camp, who departed quickly.

“ I will take your names, gentlemen,” said the 
General; “ and in case you have given useful 
information I shall be glad to remember them.” 

He wrote the names Hugh Bigby and Geoffrey 
Bigby in his pocket-book.

“ You will guide the Hussars to the spot in 
which you say the gun is now being mounted,” he 
said. “ You are sure you can return to it 
without mistaking the w ay?”

Both brothers hastened to give the assurance, 
and the General, after wishing them good night, 
and bidding them wait where they were for the 
troopers, returned to his quarters.

In a wonderfully short space of time a company 
of infantry and a squadron of Hussars were 
assembled ready to make a start.

“ Now, guides, off you go !” said the officer 
commanding. “ And, look here, no nonsense 
about forgetting the way or anything of that 
so rt; if I have reason to think you are up to any 
tricks, you shall have a bullet apiece before yours 
a minute older, mind th a t!”

“ All right, Colonel Evans,” said Geoff, “y  ̂
ought to know me better than that— I’m Geoffrey 
Bigby. I  didn’t play you any tricks with Yules 
column, did 1 1 ”

“ Lord, youngster, I didn’t know you! Why, 
what a realistic Boer you have made yourself!’ 
laughed the colonel, now recognising an old 
acquaintance. “ Come— you’ll be all right, any
how ! Lead o n ; we have to be so careful now, 
you see.”

The nightly promenade proved a brilliant little 
affair, one in which both the Hussars and the 
Branshires covered themselves with glory; for 
the gun was presently dismounted and partially 
destroyed, and the seventy Boers sent flying to all 
points of the compass— and this with scarcely a 
casualty to the British troops engaged. When all 
was over, Colonel Evans did not forget to express 
his thanks, and those of the General, to the two 
guides to whose good offices {he successful little 
sortie was due.

“ The General will be glad to thank you for 
himself next time you come into camp,” he said; 
“ and I shall take care that your services are not 
forgotten, however long you may elect to be 
absent.”

With which genial words the colonel and his 
merry men returned joyously to camp, well 
pleased with the result of their little night 
enterprise.

“ I’m glad we had that one little look in !” said 
Hugh. “ Now we must hurry up and get back 
our horses. What if we find our old friends at 
the patrol camp have stampeded, like these others, 
taking our beasts with them ?”

“ Then we should have to go on foot, or by 
train,” laughed sanguine Geoff, “ unless we could 
steal another pair.”

But the horses were safe enough, and Geo 
concocted a cock-and-bull story of how lie ha 
met a body of English troops close to Ladysnut' 
evidently making a sortie, and how he had hum 
by another road in order to warn the gunwr 
fellows on the kopje, but had unfortunately been 
just too late.
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CHAPTER VIII.

A RUDE .SHOCK.

AVhen llamsmith was reached on the following 
evening Hugh Rigby the prisoner of the party,

questions, for the women swarmed round to 
examine the prisoner, addressing to him uncom
plimentary remarks, and laughing in his face. 
Some informed Hugh that if they had their way 
they would lynch him to the nearest street lamp,

THE WOMEN SWARMED ROUND TO EXAMINE THE PRISONER.

Was 0n foot and affecting to be weary and foot
sore. „

.i^ e 1'ke most of those passed through by 
om during their march northwards, was 'almost 

ported, excepting by women and children and 
ew old men. Geoff had to answer innumerable

together with all the rest of the Queen’s soldiers 
that they could lay hands on. Hugh did not 
understand a word they said, and smiled blandly 
back at them.

“ What are they saying 1 ” he asked Geoff.
“  They’re saying what a good-looking chap you
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are, and want to know if you’re a married man,” 
laughed Geoff. “ Don’t you go and be persuaded 
to choose one and settle down here for evermore.”

“ Sorry I can’t, I ’m sure, but I ’m a prisoner—  
tell them so," said Hugh, highly pleased with the 
joke, and entirely unsuspecting of the real tenor 
of their remarks. He nodded and smiled at the 
ladies, however, and said “ Good morning" in 
Dutch, the time being evening, but this was about 
all the Dutch he knew. Some of the women made 
faces in return for his genial salutations. These, 
Hugh concluded, were the jealous ones,

There was no difficulty about findiug a comfort
able lodging, and this night was passed in luxury, 
after a good supper had been discussed by both 
men.

In the morning Hugh limped out of the town 
as he had limped into it, while Geoff rode along
side and led the spare horse. There were very 
few abroad so early to see them, and no Boer 
ladies to make rude remarks, destined to be con
siderately translated by an indulgent captor in 
order to spare the feelings of his captive.

“ We’re doing it pretty comfortably so far, eh ?” 
said Geoff. “ There doesn’t seem much difficulty 
about the business, doe3 there ? ”

“ I must say you do the Boer jolly well,” ad
mitted Hugh ; “ but you’ll have to use all your 
wits before you’ve done, or I shall be surprised. 
Remember, this is the Free State we’re in, and 
they may be sharper in the Transvaal.”

Half a mile from town the prisoner jumped 
upon his horse and rode comfortably forward 
with his companion —  the lion and the lamb 
travelling together in peace and accord.

But before midday the enterprising pair met 
with an adventure which gave them what is col
loquially known as “ a jar,” and caused them to 
make certain modifications in their mode of pro
cedure.

Round the corner of the road along which they 
were peacefully riding, each smoking his pipe, 
there suddenly met them a troop of fifty or sixty 
Boers hurrying to the front, led by a field cornet.

“ H alt!” exclaimed the latter officer, apparently 
much astonished. “ What is the meaning of this ? 
Surround them, men ! ”

“ This is my prisoner, Mr. Field Cornet,” said 
Geoff, somewhat surprised and dismayed, but 
determined not to lose his head. -

“ Your prisoner, and riding ! What for a ver- 
domte fool are you, then, to allow a prisoner to 
nde ? Can’t you understand that he will escape 
you that way ? ”

“ I am stronger than he is by this much,” said 
Geoff, tapping his Mauser barrel.

“ The deuce ! idiot that you are, he jumps be
hind a boulder and he is gone 1 Get off the

horse, you English fellow, you’ve got to ruj. 
Take the beast, one of you. Nov, you, who ir? 
you and where are you going with him ?”

“ Pieter Kuyper, of Huyte’s commando, Meyer>, 
division,” said Geoff readily, having prepared al 
this beforehand. “ I’m taking him to Pretoria;  ̂
is one of those you Free Staters so cleverly caugh 
at Nicholson’s Nek, hut this one was lost on the 
veldt for several days.”

“ Stop ! Why are you travelling this way aid 
not by rail 1 You are wasting time, if not skulk
ing. Don’t you know that every man is want® 
at the front?”

“ I shall be back very soon, officer—I am not a 
skulker,” said Geoff, assuming a convincing airo
offended nobility, “ but I caught him some miles 
from camp, and was bringing him along untill 
should find someone, like yourself, who could give 
me a railway travelling order.”

“ That’s easily done,” said the field cornet,and ke 
wrote forthwith upon a scrap of paper the orderf« 
Pieter Kuyper to convey his prisoner to Pretoria, 
and to return himself, free of charge, to the front 

“ See you waste no time in returning,” he said, 
“ or, by thunder ! there’ll be questions asked”

“ You have forgotten to pay me anything fa 
the prisoner’s horse, field cornet,” said Gdk 
boldly ; but that gentleman had by this time 
ridden out of hearing, though some of his Ik 
laughed loudly when they heard the remark.

“ Apply for it when you get back,” someonr 
shouted, “ you’ll find it carefully kept for you ii 
the commandant’s own stables ! ”

Half a minute later the party had disappeared 
“ There goes your horse, old man,” said Geoff 

looking after them, “ and, thank God, tlieydidm 
take you too. I was afraid they would.

“ What was it all about?” asked Hugh, ami 
when he had had the conversation explained 
him, he, too, was of the opinion that they! 
come well out of a great danger. “ They’ve con 
mandeered the beast,” he said. “ I  suppose theyn 
a right, according to all’ one reads.”

“ But then, the next fellow may commands 
mine,” said Geoff, “ and we shall have to valt 
A t any rate, we’ve a free ticket by rail,” 1* 
added. ,,

“ No. I don’t like the idea of going by train, 
said Hugh ; “ one get’s there too (prickly, bd01t 
one’s plans are fully made.”

Prisoner and captor took turns to ride the hot* 
but since it would look too suspicious for * 
English officer to ride while his B oer guard walk
alongside, Hugh mounted only at such times aid

in such idaces as were considered perfectly^ 
as, for instance, when there was a clear stretc 
straight road and no signs of travellers upon it 
a considerable distance ahead.
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But once, before evening, they were caught in

the act of changing. _ _
Huffh had been taking his turn in the saddle 

when "half a dozen Boers hove suddenly in view, 
joining the main Standerton road from a side 
road, and coming down at a hand canter to meet 
them, headed, as before, by a field cornet, who had 
probably beaten up the men from some out-of-the- 
way village where they had successfully ignored, 
up to this time, the trumpet’s blast. The cornet 
seemed an ill-tempered person, or maybe he was 
angry. _

“ What is this hocus pocus ? Did I see the 
prisoner riding upon your horse!” he said.

“ He is footsore,” replied Geoff, “ and I gave him 
a short ride in mercy— especially as the horse is 
his own, or was.”

“ Then you are a fool, my friend,” said the field 
cornet; “ and you are not to be trusted with a 
prisoner, nor yet witli a horse— certainly not with 
both together. Where are you taking him to, and 
why not by rail 1 ”

“ We shall join the railway at Standerton. I 
am all right with the prisoner— if he attempts to 
play the fool I could shoot him in a minute.”

“ You will be safer walking, nevertheless. Take 
th^horse one of you there ! Now, burgher, your 
name and farm, and the horse shall be restored to 
you after the war, or, at any rate, you can claim to 
have it restored; though, since you say it belonged 
to the Englishman, I doubt if you would get satis
faction.”

Geoft' gave his name and address: “ Pieter 
Kuyper, of Rosengarten Farm, Potcbefstroom 
District.”

The field cornet took it down. Then he gave 
Geoff a receipt for “ one horse commandeered— 
captured from the English by Pieter Kuyper.”

“ W here’s your own horse 1” he asked.
“ Shot during the fighting on October 26th,” said 

Geoff readily. “ I have been on foot ever since 
until Providence sent me this fool and bis horse.” 

“ Well, old m an!” said Hugh, when the officer 
and his men had ridden away in a cloud of dust, 
“ it seems to me those field cornet fellows are just 
about as cool as they make ’em. They’d com
mandeer the bed from under you if they thought 
it a nice one.”

“ It seems our fellows— or our guns— have been 
dead on the horses, and they’re hard up for mounts 
—that’s what it means,” said Geoff. “ We’re in for 
a forty or fifty-mile walk, and then train from 
Standerton—that’s our programme.”

There s not much hardship in that," Hugh 
aughed, “ especially as you’ll have to carry the 
gun, not I.” '

Geoff sternly -bade his brother remember his 
P ace, and not presume to laugh at him.
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“ You are my prisoner” he explained, “ and if 
you are impertinent to me T shall make it ex
tremely unpleasant for you.”

“ I ’m bigger than you, and I ’d punch your head 
for twopence ! ” said the prisoner, whereupon his 
stern gaoler announced that he would get liis 
companion lynched at the nearest village if he 
were not careful.

“  They have been quite inclined to do it once or 
twice already, .you know,” he added.

Hugh did not know this, fortunately for his 
peace of mind ; but had- he been familiar with the 
Dutch language, as spoken in this country, he 
would have comprehended that the remarks of 
the women in all the farms and villages he had 
passed through— as well as at Harrismith— had 
been the reverse of complimentary. Geoff had 
never informed him of this fact, being careful, to 
a fault, of his prisoner’s feelings.

But at this moment the said prisoner was in 
high good humour, and not inclined to be awed 
by the sternness of his captor; he insisted upon 
that genial Dutchman producing the sandwiches, 
and sitting down to share the same. As a matter 
of fact, Hugh was greatly relieved to find that 
Geoff passed so well as a Boer, for he had in his 
heart of hearts been somewhat sceptical of his 
ability to do so. Each interview with parties of 
the enemy helped to convince him that Geoff had 
been quite justified in his sanguine expectations— 
the project was working wonderfully.

So the two sat down and enjoyed a square meal. 
The loss of their horses did not very much matter 
at this point in the enterprise; for though in 
the first part of their journey the animals had 
been indispensable, here their loss was no more 
than a regrettable incident. But, unfortunately, 
in the midst of their meal, while they sat ami 
discussed hopefully sundry projects for the course 
of action to be taken at Pretoria— after Hugh 
should be shut up in prison, and Geoff left 
outside to devise and carry out the plan for 
releasing both him and Bunny— a rude shock was 
in preparation for the conspiring brothers. For 
with a great clatter of hoofs, and with much 
swearing in Dutch, there suddenly rode up from 
behind them the field cornet of half an hour ago. 
He led Geoff’s horse, and his violent language was 
caused by the objections of that animal to being 
hauled along by the bridle at tjie flank of the 
cornet’s own horse.

“ Ha ! here you are ! ” cried the field cornet, 
“ That is good, Pieter Kuyper, for my conscience 
has rebuked me since I left you alone with this 
great prisoner-fellow here.”

“ Why— I shall be all right with him,” said 
Geoff, his heart sinking, nevertheless, for he 
feared he knew not exactly what. “ I see you
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have brought back my horse,” he continued boldly 
— “ you ought never to have commandeered it, my 
friend.”

“ Oh, to the deuce with you ! ” said the cornet, 
laughing disagreeably. “ I have brought the 
horse— yes, but you must walk all the same. I 
have reflected that I was wrong to allow you to go 
alone with this prisoner to Standerton; you ought 
never to have taken him out of Harrismith. Why 
should you, when there is a railway? Do you 
know what it seems to me, my friend, that you 
are doing ? You are spending as much time as 
possible in conveying your prisoner by road to
wards Pretoria in order to shirk your duty at the 
front.”

“ When I meet you in the trenches you shall see 
that I am no shirker,” said Geoff. “ But why have 
you come to tell me this ? ”

“  I have not. I have come to take your English 
gaol-bird back to Harrismith, where he shall be 
sent off by rail in safety, and to bid you hasten 
back to the fro n t as 
quickly as you can get 
there and report yourself 
to me. You can ask for 
Field Cornet Arendson at 
the Frankfort commando 
outside Ladysmith. When 
you report yourself, I shall 
judge whether you have 
come as quickly as you 
ought; and when I have 
decided that point, I shall 
know whether I should 
complain of your conduct 
to the commandant of 
your division or overlook 
your foolishness.”

“ It is I that shall com
plain,” said Geoff, dis
mayed by the turn events 
were taking, yet resolved 
to resist to the last.
“ You are exceeding your 
functions, Mr. Field Cor
net. This is my prisoner, 
and it is my duty to carry 
him into safety. You 
have no right to inter
fere.”

“ Show me your auth
ority for absenting your
self from the commando 
to which you belong? Ah!
I see by your face that 
you have none— you are 
acting on your own re
sponsibility. Take care,

my friend, Piet Kuyper. Shirking is a dangerous 
game and punishable by death. I might shoot 
you if I  were satisfied of your g u ilt; but I shall 
give you the chance of reporting yourself within 
two days. If you fail to do so, you shall be shot 
when found.”

Geoff was silent, wondering whether it would be 
safe to shoot this man on the spot before he could 
separate him from Hugh, as he clearly intended to 
do.

“ Come, tell the rooinek to prepare, and be 
sharp,” continued the cornet. “  Does he speak 
Dutch?”

“ Not a word,” said Geoff. “  You must tell him 
what you want in English.”

“ I know no English. If you speak the language, 
tell him. Come— waste no more time.”

Geoff was glad to hear this, for it enabled him 
to speak freely to his brother; though, since he 
did not altogether trust the cornet, who might 
know English better than he pretended, bethought



THE THREE SCOUTS. - 127

it prudent to speak very rapidly, in order to render 
hiJ words more difficult to follow.

“ This rascally Jack-in-office,” he said, “ is going 
to carry you off. Don’t look so dismayed, or he 
may smeli a rat. He says he will send you off by 
train from Harrismith. Shall I  shoot him as he 
stands ? Should I be justified ? ”

Hu^h stood silent awhile, too stunned to speak. 
He thought hard for a moment.

“ Don’t shoot him,” he said. “ The other fellows 
would hear and come back. Wait about here. I 
sha’n’t be with him lc;.^. I ’m going to give him 
the slip. If I don’t ccme, follow me by train.” 

“ What’s all the talk about?” said the cornet. 
“ Ton seem too friendly with your prisoner, my
man! ” _ _

“ 1 was telling him he might give me a sovereign 
or so for treating him kindly,” said Geoff; “ but 
he refuses to pay me. Give me a receipt for him 
aud take him, Mr. Cornet. I may as well enjoy 
the credit of having caught him when these things 
are counted up afterwards.”

“ You cau have your receipt,” said the cornet,

scribbling the required paper, “ and be hanged to 
you ! Now then, you Englishman, up on saddle, 
there ! Say it in English, curse you ! ” he added 
to Geoff, angrily.

Geoff did as requested.
“ Mount, old man,” he said ; “ and for Heaven’s 

sake come back ! ”
Hugh mounted and rode off. He seemed to 

take no notice of Geoff, but he grinned over his 
shoulder as he rode away, and said :“  Don’t fret. A u  revoir  / ”

But as Geoff saw him- disappear he gave way to 
a fit of deep despondency.

“ I ought to have shot the blackguard,” he re
flected. And a little later, feeling yet more 
depressed, be blamed himself more vigorously. 
‘ Fool and ass that I was,” he thought, “ I ought 

to have shot him dead. It's war time, I should 
have been amply justified. Idiot that I was ! ’’ 

Then he ran back along the road in the wild 
hope of pursuing the field cornet on foot and 
dragging him from his saddle. But Boer and 
Briton were already out of sight

MY FAVOURITE CHARACTER IN FICTION.

(Contributed by readers of THE CAPTAIN.)

A D A M  B E D E .

Adam Bede is my favourite character in 
fiction.

His strong personality stands out from the 
pages living and real type of all that is best in 
the workman. Adam Bede is not an ordinary 
character: he is a man whose like we seldom' 
rae,et a man who, living, commands respect; 
and, dead, is not instantly forgotten.

.^ H S th  is an instinct with Adam. His 
"hole character is one o f upright, unflinching 
 ̂ enSf 1. His strength of will gives him power 
n tet. - 1 the most violent impulses of passion.
I e, Is Reeled against abuse. Brooking no wrong 

himself he can suffer none in others, so that 
e »  t0°  understanding of weakness.

bout Adam there is no hesitation— no half 
atea,̂ ures ’> he does everything decisively or not 

a • He is a man of deeds— not of words.

He is a careful workman, skilled in his craft
letting none of his faculties rust in idleness. Fie 
is eager for knowledge; full of intelligence; 
steady, and clever. Such is Adam, ever keen 
and alert; looking fearlessly out upon the world 
— honoured by all who know- him.

But he is yet to pass through the furnace.
His strong will bears him safely through the 

terrible anguish of his desolation and keeps him 
from violence. H e comes through the ordeal 
a changed man, with the shadow of his great 
sorrow upon him. H e has abundantly learned 
the lesson that we are all very human. His 
strength is not lessened— it is softened and per
fected, in common with his every other quality. 
Happiness comes to him at last, and the strong, 
sorely-tried man passes from our sight in peace.

A r c h ib a ld  N e a l e .



Her passengers are hero embarking from the Riverside Station, Liverpool, en route for New York. In good weather the Campania, and her twin sister the
L u ca m cf, h a v e  s te a m e d  a  d is ta n ce  e q u a l to  622 s ta tu te  lu ilo s  in  24brs.

{J3y %,ermiB*icn o f  tHe C u n a rd  S tea m sh ip  C o m p a n y .)



R.M.S " N IL E ,"  OF T H E  ROYAL M AIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY.

This steamer is usually employed on the mail and passenger service from Southampton to Brazil and Elver 
Plate, but has recently been under charter as a transport.

(By permissu n of ihe Royal Mail Company.)

It has been truly said that the Cunard Company 
occupies in mercantile history a position analogous 
to the earliest rail
way company, be
ing the oldest ocean 
steamship line in 
the world. Thus it 
is only appropriate 
that our first illus
tration should be 
one of this famous 
transatlantic line’s 
steamer, the Cam
pania, and though 
this is not quite the 
biggest steamship 
afloat, there is now 
being built for the 
Cunard lineavessel 
that is going to
break many—if not
&ll--form er re
cords.

’̂ben the first 
steamship 0f the 
Unard line — thu 
• " T i t a n  n i  a —

reached Boston, the number of passengers was 
thought so large—there were 63 all told— that theenthusiastic townspeople got up a special f e t e  and public greeting in honour of the adventurous p eo p le  who had dared the terrors of the A tlantic, in what was almost regarded in the light of some fiery dragon of the se a . N o w a d a y s , however, the avera ge  n u m b er o f people who cross the Atlantic by the various steamship lines every week is considerably over 8,000. A t the heart of the Cunard fleet stand a t p re se n t two sister-ships— the C a m p a n ia  and

A VIEW  OF T H E  ENGINES OF A MODERN OCEAN LEVIATH AN .

Of all the parts of & modern steamship they are the most fascinating, 
being, so to Bpeak, the very heart and life-blood of the vessel.

tBy permission of the Union Steamship Company.)
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L ucm ia — and they made tlieir first voyages in 
1893, when they at once broke all records in 
the history of ocean speeds, though in outline 
— as can be seen from the photograph— they

caused by the throbbing of tie 
large engines and to enable the 
vessel to keep up her booked 
speed equally well in boisterous

THE FAMOUS F. AND O. LINE OWN NO LF.SS THAN 57 LARGE AND FAST STEAMERS, REPRESENTING A TONNAGE OF 297,©1 
ifiy permission of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company.) - ‘

are as graceful as yachts. The C a m p a n ia  and 
L u ca n ia  travel to and fro between New York and 
Liverpool at nearly 25 miles an hour with the 
re g u la r ity  a n d  
p u n ctu a lity  of a 
railway train, and 
in good weather 
they have steamed 
a distance equal to 
622 statute miles 
in 24 hours. The 
C a m p a n ia  is still 
f u r t h e r  d is tin 
guished by carry
ing the heaviest 
anchors in the 
world. They each 
weigh 8£ tons, and 
were tested to bear 
a strain of 120  tons, 
whilst the total 
weight of the C a m 
pa nia !s  cables is 
105 tons.

The name of the 
famous White Star 
liner— the Oceanic  
— is probably well- 
known to most readers. Without any undue 
exaggeration, the O cea nic  has been described as 
a “ Hotel Cecil ” afloat, and its designers have done 
everything in their power to destroy vibration

as in calm weather, so that one Wednesday wit
nesses her departure from one side of the Atlantic 
and the same day of the following week sees her

arrival on the oppo
site side. In fact, 
nowadays, the aim 
of the White Star 
line—and of most 
o th ers, for the 
matter of that—ia 
to endeavour more 
and more to mats 
their steamers keep 
time, correspond
ing with the regu 
larity of a railway 
train. According 
to a newspaper 
account, published 
at the time of the 
departure of the 
Oceanic on her first
voyage, one day the
partners of the 
White Star line sat 
round a table oa 
w hich were the 
p la n s  o f

steamers—one, marked “ A,” wa3 the plan of» 
leviathan which would eclipse anything yet accom
plished in the way of speed ; the other, marked 
“ B,” was the plan of a ship which would cross the

A FIR8T-CLAS8 SALOON.
At one seating this splendid apartment, 60ft. by 40ft., will accommodate

172 persons.
(By permission of the Union Steamship Company.)



BRITAIN’S BIGGEST STEAMSHIPS.

BEADY TO START !

The R.M S. Khtfaum Castle was launched on May 12th, 1899, for work on the London and Sonth Africa Mail Service. 
She has accommodation for nearly 600 passengers. Her gross tonnage is 10,000, and horse-power 10,500.

{By permission of Messrs. Donald Currie d Company.)

Atlantic all the year round with a punctuality not 
yet achieved. It was a question of speed or cer
tainty, and the White Star line chose certainty— 
they adopted plan “ B a n d  built the Oceanic.

We cannot all go 
to the Mersey or 
New York Harbour 
to see whatagrace- 
fuland beautifully- 
proportioned vessel 
the Oceanic really 
is, but judging as 
best one can from 
the accompanying 
photograph, it will 
be agreed that her 
beautiful lines give 
but little hint of 
her truly gigantic 
proportions. Her 
rudder and stern- 
frame weigh 150 
tons, whilst 100 
tons of cable lie 
roiled under her 
foc'sle deck. She 
13_ composed of 
1 <,000 steel plates, many weighing from 2 to 3} 
uns each, and her promenade deck is 400ft, long, 

e Oceanic's gross tonnage is 17,274, while 
e COrtlbined tonnage of the twenty-three vessels

THIS GIVES YOU A GOOD IDEA OP WHAT THE BOAT-DECK ON THE 
“ KINFACNB CASTLE’’ 18 LIKE.

[By permission of Messrs. Donald Currie dr Company.)

comprising the White Star fleet totals out at 
148,359. Though, of course, I don’t wisli to 
infer that C a p t a in  readers are in any way 
superstitious there are one or two rather singular

co in cid en ces in 
con n ection  with 
this g rea t ocean 
g rey h o u n d . The 
M ayflow er  sa iled  
with the Pilgrim 
Fatheis from Ply
mouth for America 
on W ednesday, 
S ep tem ber 9 th, 
1620; the Oceanic 
Steam Navigation 
Company (White 
Star line) was regis
tered S ep tem ber 
6th, 1869 ; and the 
new Oceanic sailed 
from Liverpool for 
New York on Wed
nesday, September 
Gth, 1899.

The Peninsular 
and Oriental Steam 

Navigation Company will, doubtless, seem more 
familiar to most readers when called simply the 
“ P. and O.” This famous line own no less thau 
fifty-seven large and fast steamers, representing
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THE BIGGEST BRITISH STEAMSHIP AFLOAT— THE FAMOUS “ OCEANIC,”  OF THE 
WHITE STAR LINE.

Her gross mea:ur:ment is 17,274 tons, and she has accommodation for 1,575 passengers
and 450 crew.

iBy permission of Messrs. Ismay, Im fis d  Company.)

together a tonnage of 297,692, whilst the thirty- 
steam tenders and tugs belonging to the company 
make up quite 3,000 tons 
more. On one occasion 
one of the P. and O. boats 
— the C a led o n ia — made 
a record by landing the 
mails at Bombay within 
12 j  days from London 
vid  Brindisi, whilst the 
steamer’s own journey 
from Plymouth to Bom
bay was accomplished in 
less than 17 days. “ As 
good as a P. and O. boat” 
is the sailor’s equivalent 
to the landsman’s phrase 
“ as good as the Bank of 
England.”

Mention of the P. and 
O. n a tu r a lly  su ggests 
some reference to the 
steamers of the Orient

journeying backward! 
and forwards between 
England and Australia. 
The O m ra h — the bigger 
steamer on this line—U 
the subject of one of oar 
illustrations, and she is 
also on the Admiraltj 
list of vessels suitable * 
armed cruisers. It j, 
stated, moreover, she 
could keep at sea withooi 

. recoaling for 150 days at 
a cruising speed of jfj 
knotsv Another feature 
of the Om rah  is that sh* 

can describe a circle in 2|  times her length withii 
about 60secs ;and her steering-gear is what is know

TWIN-SCREW STEAMER “  NEW ENGLAND," 11,400 TONS.

The steamers of the Dominion line ply between Liverpool and Canada and the United 
States, and are noted for the excellent arrangements they afford for nil classes oi

passengers.
(By permission of the Dominion Line.)

famous Eastern - going 
line, which are ever

ONE OF THE FINEST CARGO STEAMERS AFLOAT— THE “ MONTEZUMA,' 
CELEBRATED ELDER DEMPSTER LINE.

Her length is 500ft., her breadth (extreme) 59ft., her depth 33ft. 6ins , and her gross
tonnage 9,500. •

(By permission of Messrs. Elder Dempter & Company.)

as a “ friction-clutch,” which, when an abnormally 
heavy sea strikes the rudder, gives way slightly so 

as to lessen the shock, after 
which the rudder retnw 
to the central position.

■ One of the best photo
graphs illustrating thb 
article is that of the R.M" 
Briton of the Union lint 
though it is not in any**! 
too flattering to the fi# 
steamer it represents. Dur 
ing the past six months tf* 
names of both the Unh
and Castle line must ba« 
become quite family 
most readers-on account 
the im portant part 
vessels of these two fsmô  
steamship lines have ptaf 
in conveying troops a

OF THE
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munitions of war for tlie cam
paign in South Africa. G ntil 
a few weeks past the B r ito n  
was the largest vessel trading 
to South Africa, but the 
L'nion line’s new ship, the 
Saxon, is the largest steamer 
at present tra d in g  from  
Britain to a British colony. 
What probably most strikes 
you when you first catch 
sight of the B r ito n  is her 
colouring, as the hull is 
painted white. Many experi
enced travellers are loud in 
their praises of white paint 
for ships that pass through 
tropical seas— so much less 
of the sun’s rays do the steel 
hulls absorb, ancl so much 
greater, consequently, is the 
comfort of the passengers. 
On another page you will find 
two capital illustrations of 
the famous K in fa u n s  Castle, 
of Messrs, Donald Currie 
A' Company’s fam ous 
line of steamers. Before 
1872, when the company 
commenced running to 
the Cape, the original 
“ Castles” belonging to

THE SEA CAPTAIN’S SHIP IS HIS KINGDOM, OP WHICH HE IS THE ABSOLUTE 
MONARCH, AND ALL THE CREW AND PASSENGERS ARE HIS SUBJECTS. THIS 
PHOTOGRAPH SHOWS THE INTERIOR OF THE CAPTAIN’S PRIVATE SANCTUM 

ON THE Il.M.fl. “  NORMAN.**
{fty permission of (he Union Steamship Company.)Sir Donald Currie were clippers which traded to India.The various lines of ocean-going steamers have each a distinctive manner of painting their smokestacks, and anyone acquainted with the language of steamship funnels will find it of interest during

THE B.M.S. "  BRITON.”

IJ” 1 to tlieir new steamer, the Saxon, this is the largest and finest vessel on the famous Union line which trades to the Cape, 
u i"  ' ani’ East Africa. In 1853 the fine steamers which constituted the fleet of the Union Company included a Briton, but 

United tonnage of the combined fleet then was only 2,327, while the modern Briton is herself of no less than 10,248 tons
burthen.

(J?y permistion of the Union Steamship Company.)

lii.— is
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FORE-DECK OF A TYPICAL CARGO STEAMER.
This view, however, shows the Montezuma, which is a much bigger and 

smarter vessel than the general run of cargo steamers.
(By permission of Messrs. Elder Dempster & Company.)a sea voyage, or whilst staying at a busy centre such as Liverpool. The funnels on the Cunard line are painted red, with a deep black band round the top, and two narrow black bands below. On the Inman line the funnels are painted black, with a white band some distance below the top. The Castle steamers have red funnels with a black band, and the W hite Star and Red Star lines yellow funnels with a black band, whilst the North German Lloyd, Union, Canadian Pacific,

African, and New Zealand ]inca all favour plain yellow smokestacks. The Allan line steamers have their funnels painted bright red, with a broad black and then a narrow white band at the top, The funnels of the Dominion line are also painted red, but have a black band at the end and then a white one a little further down. The jbruisu India and Reaver lines both favour black funnels, which are crossed near the top by two narrow white bands. Black is a very popular colpur for painting funnels on our great steamship lines, the Peninsular and Oriental, Royal M ail, Houlder, Orient, Pacific Steam, Liverpool and Australian, and General Steam Navigation companies all using it One hears so much about the vessels belonging to the great passenger steamship lines, that one is far too apt to forget what an important part the cargo and tramp steamers play in commerce at the present day. Mr. Rudyard Kipling once described the cargo steamer as “ a shuttle of an empire’s loom,® and a more appropriate definition could scarcely be found. But in the space that can be spared out of a few thousand words, it would be an absurdity to attempt to describe the work carried on by cargo and ordinary tramp sthamers, though perhaps some day room may be found for a special article on this branch of ocean work. All the

B.3. '• OMRAH, OF TEE ORIENT LINE.

This vessel was specially designed for the Australian mail and passenger service. The ship's name, Cmrah, is 
the Anglo-Indian form of Arabic meaning “  Emir of Emirs."

(By permission of the Orient line.) .
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]s and merchandise that come to us from 

foreim climes have to be carried across the sea 
in vessels specially designed for the class of work 
in which they are employed. When one tries to 
remember a few of the things in constant use in 
(jus country at the present day which hail from 
'oreign climes—such as, for example, frozen meat 
from New Zealand, fruit from Spain and the 
south of Fiance, tea from India and China, and 
corn and cotton from America—one gets some idea 
of the variety of uses these cargo steamers are 
put to.

In past years life on an ocean tramp was a  pre
carious existence indeed, but nowadays many of 
tbefteainers of our leading freight or cargo lines 
are running onr fastest passenger ocean greyhounds 
very hard in the matter of speed. One of the most 
recent additions to this country’s fleet of cargo 
steamers is worthy of special mention. She is 
one of the huge fleet of steamers belonging to 
Messrs. Elder Dempster & Company, to whose 
courtesy I am indebted for two snapshots repro
duced in this article of their newest and largest 
vessel—the M ontezum a— which were taken on her 
trial trip. One shows the vessel on the Clyde, 
and the other is a view of the fore-deck showing 
the captain's bridge. The M ontezum a  is specially 
designed for the London and Montreal service,

and during winter months will generally be 
employed in carrying Ir.rge cargoes of cotton 
between New Orleans and Europe. She can load 
the greatest number of bales ever taken in one 
vessel from America, and is fitted with twin-screw 
engines indicating 4,400 horse-power.

It is, perhaps, a regrettable fact that despite this 
country’s great lead in the world’s shipping in
dustry, there are only nine steamers of over 10,000 
tons register under the British flag, against nineteen 
similar German steamers. America owns four 
steamers of over 10,000 tons. They are the S t.  
L o u is  and S t. P a u l,  11,629 tons each ; the P a ris ,  
10,669; and the Ne.iv Y ork, 10,674. But besides 
these no other nation in the world possesses it 
single ship of over 10,000 tons’ register.

In conclusion, the vast strides made in ship
building feince Britain became for the first time 
a maritime* power, can be strikingly illustrated 
by comparing Britain’s biggest steamship of to
day with the historic little M ayflow er, which 
nearly three centuries ago braved the stormy 
waters of the Atlantic. So far as can be ascer
tained, the M ayflow er  was 180 tons burthen ; the 
Oceanic’s gross measurement is 17,274 tons. The 
former carried 100  passengers, whilst the latter 
has accommodation for 1,576 passengers and 450 
crew.

*35

FOWX8 AND HOUSES,
Prawn by J• Donald Hughes, 41 S o cia l Pages " uinner this month.



^ O O D  old  “ J. O . ” — w h a t  
memories I have o f thee ! 
With what pride did I point 
out thy huge, s lo u ch in g  
figure to visiting sisters and 
co u sin s —  how fierce my 
w rath when they uttered 
cr itic ism s disparaging to 

thy appearance and attire ! As for you— why, 
you cared not a button what folks thought 
of you or said of you. You went on your 
lonely way. without a chum, equally heedless 
of the praise or blame meted out to you by 
your schoolfellows —  all you wanted was to 
be left to yourself. The masters gave you 
up as a bad jo b ; when other fellows were 
imprisoned on hot afternoons for not know
ing their “  Rip ” you strolled off into the 
country, a free man, rejoicing. At least, I 
suppose you rejoiced; your face was never an 
index to your heart. It was an expressionless 
sort of mug, that face of thine; but, if I re
member rightly, you were not a bad-looking 
sort o f chap. On the rare occasions when you 
were “ caught smiling ” you showed a set of the 
whitest, healthiest teeth in Greyhouse, and you 
had a strong, straight nose, and a solid jaw. 
Any facial peculiarity always procured its owner 
a nick-name, but you gave us no opportunity 
that way. You never had a nick-name. We 
might have called you “ Herky ” (brief for 
Hercules), or Sammy ” (familiar for Samson); 
but, no ! you were always “  J. O. Jo.'.es,” and as 
“  J. O. Jones” you are still talked about in the 
school. Whenever I meet an old boy of our 
time he talks about you. At the present day 
(so I am assured) the new boy is conducted (by

his patronising friends, the one-term boys) and 
shown the place where you performed some 
remarkable feat of strength— that particular part 
of the field, for instance, where, holding the ball 
high above your head, well out of reach, you 
struggled over the line with four of the opposing 
team— big men all— desperately hanging on to 
you. If you had only been a bit quicker on 
your pins you’d have been an International 
easy. -

Opportunity must have been kind to you, 
for certainly you never w^nt out of your way 
to display your powers. Don’t you remem
ber your wrestle with the runaway steed just 
outside the Gates ? I dare say— it would be 
just like you —  you have forgotten all about 
it. ’Twas a dog-cart and a maddened horŝ  
and a pretty girl, and you got him by the 
hair, and your tussle was a sight for gods 
and men to behold. And you won— and she 
thanked you ever so nicely, and all you muttered 
(so history says) was “  Not at a l l ! ” And she 
discovered your name and wrote to you, and you 
shoved her letter into the pocket of your shabby 
old coat, as if it had been a tailor’s bill. Not 
even a blush !

But I will now end my opening address to 
you, and tell others, in straightforward langwK 
of your mightiest deed. The school bard 
that epoch burst into verse about it, and son* 
body else— who shall be nameless— wrote # 
account of it in the magazine; but both** 
lost, and so, entirely without your perniiss  ̂
“ J. O .,’’ I will make a new story of it- ^

It was before Greyhouse overflowed its ban , 
so to speak, in the matter of numbers, and >-• 
to build or hire extra houses for the recepti°n
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scholars, that what I am about to speak of took

^The ancient place at that time was an im
posing, compact mass of stone, gabled and 
turreted, with a big round tower in its midst, 
surmounted by a dome and a cross— emblems 
of its holy origin. On the right of the tower 
were situated the Head’s house and the dining 
hall; above this latter being a long dormitory 
containing forty beds. On the left of the tower 
were the other masters’ sitting and bedrooms, 
other dormi- . 
tories, class 
rooms, and 
studies. Be
hind was the 
quad, and the 
big s c h o o l 
room, this lat
ter having been 
erected about 
the middle of 
.the p r e s e n t  
century. In 
fact,Greyhouse 
suffered about 
that time from 
an epidemic of 
“ i m p r o v e 
ments,” and 
was m u c h  
mauled about 
by the builder , 
demon.

Now, t h e  
main staircase 
oftheestablish- 
ment started at 
the top of the 
tower  a n d  
wound its way 
down to the 
ground floor in 
an absurdly 
narrowfashion.
At the foot of .
■ t, opening on
to the corridor on the left of the tower, was a 
huge door, decorated with iron studs and panels. 
It was such an old and such a peculiar door, 
that it took precedence over all other doors, and 
was, in fact, known as ‘.‘The Door.”

When everybody was in bed it was the duty 
bn sc*10°l porter— old Cripps— to lock The 
. 0r> and at 6 .3 0  in the morning to unlock 
'h If, for some special reason, anybody was 
?P ver>' late, or wished to be down particu- 

early, he used another staircase which was 
ordinarily reserved for masters and monitors,

POOR OP THE OPPOSING TEAM DESPERATELY HANGING ON TO YOU,

and which led into the music room, situated on 
the right of the tower.

It was a great sight of a morning to watch 
Greyhouse tumbling downstairs and through 
that doorway in order to reach its seat in the 
big schoolroom in time for early roll-call— often 
in a sad state of disarray, buttoning waistcoats, 
or braces, or collars; noosing up the tie or 
dabbing desperately at the scalp with the idea 
of making some sort of a parting in the hair. 
Sometimes a particularly untidy boy would be

sent  hack to 
his “ d o r m ”  
and c o u n t e d  
late, but as a 
rule the master 
on d ut y  did 
not allow him
self to be too 
critical regard
ing the average 
Grey’s toi let .  
At 7 -3 0 , sharp, 
the monitor on 
duty shut  the 
d o o r  o f  the 
“  Big ” with a 
bang, and an 
inexorable ex-, 
pression on his 
fa ce , d e a f  to 
all such plead
ings as : “ It 
w a n t s  t e n  
seconds yet to 
the half-hour,” 
or “ Oh.Maggs, 
let me in. I 
say, I ’ve been 
l a t e  t w i c e  
t h i s  week,  I 
shal l  be sent 
to the Head,” 
or anything of 
t h a t  nature.  
“ J. O. Jones” 
w a s n ’ t of ten

late —  if he was lie did his lines without a 
murmur —  but once a particularly unpopular 
monitor (the sort o f specimen that liked getting 
fellows into a row) shut the door a full minute 
and a half before time. The angry mob of still
dressing Greys outside increased in volume, and 
loud was the outcry. “  J. O .” appeared, and, in 
a slow way, consulted his watch. H e saw that 
an injustice had been done by the monitor, who 
had unwisely put his foot against the door. 
“  J. O.” cleared the way and tilted at the door, 
and the legend is that the monitor inside flew
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twelve yards through space, yelling for “ H elp !” 
Anyhow, he never shut the door again before it 
was time so to do. Hut, mind you, “ J. O.” 
was not in the habit of defying the authority of 
master or monitor. The big man “ noo ’is 
place,” as Cripps would say.

Well, it had been one of the hottest days that 
ever I do remember— a regular toasting, broil
ing, just-sit-still-and-swig-lemon-squash kind Oi 
day towards the end of the summer term. Grey- 
house was reduced to an unpleasant state of 
languid stickiness by the time the sun went 
down. “  Prep.” was got through somehow, and 
Greyhouse wended its weary way into chapel, 
emerging fifeeen minutes later feeling quite too 
done up to have any energy left for humbugging 
about or ragging. The air was most close and 
oppressive— not a breath of breeze came to the 
relief of panting mortals. Greyhouse went off 
and lolled on its bed until somebody in authority 
roused it off and made it undress. Then it lay 
with one sheet over it, courting slumber, every 
now and again getting up to drink tepid water 
out of a tooth-mug.

“ J. O.,” being only in the Fifth, went to bed 
at the same time as the rest. T h e weather, 
however, never affected him. He lay down, and 
went off like a top.

Soon after eleven the school was hushed— ■ 
most of the fellows had dropped off to sleep. 
Cripps, after locking The Door, retired to his 
own sleeping den, and solaced himself with* a 
big jug of ale that he had persuaded out of the 
cook. ,

By this time all Greyhouse was asleep, and 
asleep Greyhouse remained for half an hour, 
but no longer; for of a sudden there came 
a crack of thunder that caused half the fellows 
to sit up with a start and peer round at 
each other in amazement. S-s-s-s-s-s/ A  long, 
jagged flame of forked lightning illuminated the 
gloom, and then, with hardly a pause, the 
thunder boomed out again with an explosion as 
loud as that of a hundred “  Long Toms.” Once 
again the blinding sheet of angry electricity, and 
again the roar of Heaven’s artillery, and then a 
flood of rain such as had not fallen all that year. 
With it came a gale of wind, howling and shriek
ing like a mad thing round the old turrets, so 
that, what with the rattle overhead and the jagged 
flashes, and the furious sweep of gale and rain 
driving against the windows together, it was a 
thunderstorm with a very vengeance.

The more timid of the boys put their heads 
under the clothes, or listened, open-eyed and 
open-mouthed, to the wild music of the raging 
elements. The stouter hearted composed them
selves for slumber again. But worse terrors 
were in store for them. There came a flash of

lightning ten times more vivid than anyth® 
preceding it, and then a roar as of a thousand 
howitzers exploding simultaneously. Following 
sharp on this came an altogether different sound 
— more human, more earth-like— a sound ol 
falling timber, and stone, and mortar. The 
dome over the central tower had been struck by 
a thunderbolt.

Out of his bed, like a stone from a catapult, 
shot every boy in the long dormitory— out of 
his bed and down the room, and out into the 
corridor— for some of the masonry had crashed 
on t̂o the roof of “  the Long,” and the noise 
made the scared inmates imagine that the old 
school was crumbling up. They raced out, 
jamming and jostling against each other in a 
wild dash for The Door, down the corridor to 
the staircase, and down the staircase like a flock 
of frightened sheep.

And here lay the danger. Those in front 
were forced down by those above, and at length 
the foremost of all reached The Door. But The 
Door was fast locked.

Shouts for “  Cripps ” issued from the foot of 
the staircase, a place which was now becoming 
unpleasantly paeked. For inmates of other dor
mitories, hearing the quick patter of bare feet 
outside, joined the passing throng. On every 
side pale-faced, half-awake boys were asking 
questions which nobody troubled to answer. It 
was a selfish, headlong stampede ; each for him 
self; sauve qui peut l

Monitors and masters, half-dressed, were 
mingled with the crowd, and doing all in their 
power to stem the flood of fugitives But they 
were brushed past and shaken off. There >s 
nothing so terrible in its irresistible strength rs 
a frightened, unreasoning crowd. It wall not 
pause to think, but it runs in one direction, 
bearing all before it.

These night-shirted beings, by sheer force of 
custom, were making for one goal— The Door. 
Safety, they imagined, lay beyond it, and by 
dint of daily habit they found themselves push
ing along and then dowm towards the familiar 
means of exit.

Still from below came strenuous calls w 
“ Cripps,” and the very necessary key on the 
porter’s bunch. Moans and sobs pitiful to hear 
swelled the babel. The pack down by The 
Door was enormous, and was increasing in den* 
sity every moment. It was a turbulent, fighting 
mass, those below striving to get up the stairs 
again, and those above striving to get down 
The Door. And the weight and advantage 
with those who were above. Matters 'vere, “A 
proaching a crisis. The captain of the sc 
consulted hastily with the most clear-heade 
the masters near at hand.



TALES OF GREYHOUSE SCHOOL. 139

THEY r u s h e d  o u t , j a m m i n g  a n d  j o s t l i n g  a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  a  w i l d  d a s h  f o r  t h e  d o o r .
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“ This means murder, sir. What are we to 
d o ? ”

“ Well, we must stop any more going down. 
Look here, get all the big fellows you can, form 
a line at the top of the staircase, and stop the 
rush. Then you must begin to pull the fellows 
up by main force. We’ll help you all we can.”

So now the masters and the seniors began to 
act on a definite plan, and the rush down was 
arrested. It was hard work doing that, and 
harder work still pulling them up.

Hovering round, endeavouring to lend a 
hand, but really getting very much in the way, 
was Mr. Kitt, the music-master— an under-sized 
little gentleman with mild eyes and soft biceps.

This being no time to stand on ceremony, Mr. 
Kitt was abruptly requested to “  keep out of 
the way” by one of his colleagues, a brawny, 
rowing “  blue ” from Oxford. Somewhat hurt, 
Mr. Kitt complied with this request. And then 
an idea struck the little music-master.

Where, all this time, was that monarch of 
muscle— J. O. Jones ?

“ J. O.” slept in dorm. 8 . Mr. Kitt made 
his way thither as quickly as possible, and 
managed to get there all right in spite of the 
fact that he was knocked down and trampled 
on twice in the course of his journey.

There, in his bed, lay “  J. O.,” slumbering as 
peacefully as a little baby.

“ Jones— get up ! ”
Mr. Kitt shook the drowsy giant, and at 

length “ J. O .” sat up and blinked at his dis
turber.

“ Get up, sir ? ”
“ Yes, slip on something and follow me. 

You’re wanted badly.”
In a dazed way “ J. O .” pulled on his light 

grey flannel bags—the usual everyday attire at 
Greyhouse during the summer— and followed 
Mr. Kitt.

They soon reached the staircase, and some
thing of the truth came home to the bewildered 
senses o f “ J. O.” when the captain of the 
school grasped him roughly by the shoulder.

“ You’re the very man, Jones. Just stand 
here and begin chucking the fellows back and 
we’ll pass them into the passage. You needn’t 
mind about hurting them. It’s life and death. 
We must clear a way down to The Door.”

Only dimly understanding that something 
very bad was happening, but realising that some 
hard work was wanted from him, “ J. O ” 
promptly began picking the fellows off the stairs 
and hurling them to the group of monitors 
and masters above him.

One-two-three-four-ftve-six ! Before a fright
ened small boy quite knew what tvas happening 
he felt himself clutched in a grip of iron and

whirled through the air, then grabbed by halt 
a-dozen pairs of hands,*and shoved into the 
corridor.

Seven-eight-7iine-ten-eleven-twelve !
“ J. O.” was warming to his work. Bythjj 

time he had stripped his sleeves up and tight, 
ened his belt. Certainly he looked more lite 
a butcher than a school-boy, but that didn't 
matter.

Twenty /
“ J. O .” drew a deep breath, and continued his 

work of rescue with an energy worthy of the 
highest praise. H e didn’t much mind where he 
got hold of his victim, so long as he got hold of 
him somehow. Every now and then, in hs 
panic, a fellow would strike out to resist 
“ J. O.’s ” nurse-like attentions, and one even 
drew blood from “ J. O .’s ” nose, but “ J. 0." 
merely mopped the injured organ on the sleerc 
of his night-shirt, and went on with his wort 
looking more like a butcher than ever.

In spite, however, of “ J. O.’s ” efforts, and 
those of the masters and monitors behind hint, 
the fellows at the foot of the staircase wereina 
horrible predicament. They were jammed and 
squeezed together like sardines; some had 
fainted and would have fallen had they not 
been supported by the close-pressing bodies of 
their companions.

The captain approached “ J. O.”
“ We must get that door open somehow, 

Jones. Think we can burst i t ? ”
“ Where’s the k e y ? ” blurted out “ J. 0.” 
“ Cripps can’t be found— he has it. lb 

must do something or the chaps below will be 
suffocated. Look here— you see these two 
ledges— they run parallel all the way down. 
Couldn’t you hoist yourself over the heads ( 
the chaps and get your shoulder against the to 
of the door ? You’ll have to get one foot on 
one ledge and one on the other.”

“  I ’ll try,” said “ J. O .” ; “ got anything I <*• 
use as a wedge ? ” . _ .

Mr. Kitt heard the question and scurried 0 
like a rabbit. H e returned quickly with bs 
bedroom poker and tongs.

“ These may do,” said “ J. O.,” and com 
menced his descent, getting along by means 0 
the ledges, and at times finding a resting p *  
for his feet on the shoulders of the mob benea® 
him. ,

At the foot o f the staircase the air was 
thick and hot that he could hardly brea 
But the sobs and groans of the poor boys 
neath him gave him new vigour.

The Door was very strong, but it ffas  ̂
old. H e pushed the top of it with at 
might, and at length got Mr. Kitts P“ 
through. Then he squeezed the tongs tnr g
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Then lie forced both to the right, and they 
, t like wjiids. ‘.‘ This won't do,” muttered 
" , o  ” and paused for breath. Next he put 
his'oreat shoulder against The Door, and pushed 
for dear life.
At last—at last 

he got his 
brawny left arm 
through. Then 
he got his elbow 
against  t he  
corner a n d  
doubled it —  
and The Door 
gave a little.
The corner of it 
was buried in 
his flesh, but he 
hardly noticed 
that.

Now he let 
poker and tongs 
drop outwardly, 
and pressed 
with his elbow 
until he could 
squeeze his 
o t h e r  a r m 
through.

The old lock 
was creaking 
in torment, but 
it still held out.

“ J. 0.” then 
used both arms, 
and put his 
whole weight 
against the top 
of the door.
He shoved and 
strained, pant
ing and sweat
ing wi t h his 
exertions, but 
the door grimly 
resisted him.
He was growing 
weaker. He  
looked down 
and shuddered 
at the sight of 
'hat helpless 
roass of white-clad beings. Their safety de
pended on his exertions. ,

Now or never,” he thought, “  ’cos I ’m about 
Here goes ! ”

c e r t a in l y  h e  l o o k e d  m o r e  l i k e
THAT DIDN

done.
Those above were listening— listening with 
raining oars. They couldn’t get down far 

enough to sec.
Di. iii._n

M l

And while they were listening they heard a 
great rending and cracking of timber, and then 
a thunder-like crash, and a thud.

The boys above melted away downstairs.
There was room 
now.  Masters 
and moni tors
followed. When 
theyreached the 
foot of the stair
case they found 
The Door lay
ing prone along 
th e  c or r i dor ,  
and “ J. O .,”  
bleeding from 
head and arms, 
picking up in
animate forms.

Then followed 
a br i sk h a l f 
hour’s hospital 
work— the head 
master, his wife, 
and all the ser
vants lending a 
hand.

When it was 
over the Head 
went  o v e r  to 
“ J. O.” 

“ Jones,  al l  
our thanks are 
due to you. You 
s a v e d  m a n y  
1 ives. In  t h e  
name of every
body. I t hank 
you very much 
indeed.”

“ Not at all, 
sir,” mut t e r ed  
“ J. O.”

That was “  J. 
O.’s ” mightiest 
deed. When we 
came to survey 
the scene by the 
early mor ni ng  
light we found 
that “ J. 0 .” had 

burst The Door off its lock and hinges 1 
And great was the wonder thereat. It was, 

as I have said, celebrated in verse and prose, 
but “ J. O.” didn’t even take the trouble to 
read these efforts.

The Head and everybody clubbed together 
and gave him a fifty-guinea watch. “ J. O .”

A BUTCHER THAN A SCHOOLBOY, BUT 
*T MATTER.
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put it in his box, alongside his “  footer ”
'as he preferred his old silver turnip toSI  
gorgeous timepiece. 1

Cripps, by the way, we never saw again. 
appears that he went off to the pantry to ml 
some more beer and fell asleep there. A feO  
servant had found him there at daylight and! 
told him what had happened, and Cripps letj 
the school quite quietly and without waiting ttl 
say “ good-bye ” to anybody. Nobody regretted I 
his departure. Some of the chaps who wen I 
crushed at the foot of the staircase had alonl 
time in hospital, but they all pulled rounds! 
the end. I

And you should have seen.vv'nat an ovatioa| 
“  J. O .” got on Prize Day. I

But he seemed very much bored by it si 
That was just like J. O. Jones.

OUR DEBATING SOCIETY.
T h a t  a school debating society affords the very 

best training for a Parliamentary career I have 
not the slightest doubt. I was present last 
session at a debate in the House of Commons, 
when the Irish members were having a field-day, 
and I was reminded irresistibly of my old school 
i ociety.

How well I remember the subjects of those 
debates. There were the usual stock ones which 
have been in existence from time immemorial, 
and which will be discussed so long as debating 
societies last.

“ That, in the opinion of this House, capital 
punishment is not desirable.” “  That it is de
sirable that the House of Lords should be either 
ended or mended.” “ That corporal punishment 
is not desirable,”

I remember that word “ desirable” was always 
by some unw ritten law dragged into the words of 
a motion. I  attempted once to frame a subject 
without the word, but was immediately frowned 
down by the secretary. Something or other is, 
will, ought, must, or must not be “ desirable.” 
I once attempted to introduce a debate-1-“ that, in 
the opinion of this House, the use of the word

‘ desirable’ in all the society’s notices is notde-l 
sirable.” I

But the motion was immediately quashed bf I 
the president as tending to frivolity. I 
remember how warmly we discussed the i 
wife’s sister question, how we argued d l  
harangued and sweated over the rights d j  
wrongs of an eight hours’ day for workmen. Boll 
perhaps the best debate of all was one we d  j 
on the desirability or otherwise of marrying hj 
money. Oh, the holy wrath and horror of oorj 
poet at the thought that such a motion could  ̂j 
brought forward ! How bravely most of us i 
up for the love marriage at all costs! How ut- j 
compromising we were !

Some of my most lasting friendships were 1 
in that debating society, and often when we m l 
we remind one another of our stirring 
oratory. j

All of us now are in the thick of the d  
of* life. Some of us have gone up, some ° 
Many of us have had to decide in a prac1 ̂  
manner some of those very questions we us | 
discuss with so much ardour in our sc 
debating society. A.EM.F-
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No. X.— HOW TO JOIN THE NAVY.

Every Englishman, perhaps I  should say every 
Briton, has the making of a sailor in him. It  is 
in the blood — gloriously transmitted from the 
clays of the old Norse Vikings, of whom every boy 
loves to read. The strength of our “ bright, tight 
little island ” lies in its Navy. But it is not only 
the supremacy of the seas and our safety at home 
that the British warships ensure for us. Our 
empire, our colonies, could not exist in safety 
without them.

Our gunboats have a reputation of turning up 
at unexpected places at unexpected times. They 
are here, there, and everywhere. A  missionary, 
British or foreign, is murdered in some far-off 
South Sea island— a few weeks or months after
ward, as the case may be, a British gunboat casually 
turns up, and a little prize firing is engaged in at 
the expense of some savage chief. Or it is re
ported in Singapore that a gang of pirates are 
interfering with trade on some narrow sea in the 
bust Indies—a cruiser is despatched, and if she is 
ortunate a few score of Malays learn to appre- 
C‘aJ€ value of quick-firing guns.

nd now, in time of war, the Navy keeps watch
&n Warc* over our interests in places where leastexpected.
hid!*6 Navy at the present time is in a

g state of efficiency. We have more cruisers 
we° an̂  ot êr three nations put together, while 
p are *ar. ahead in torpedo boat destroyers, 
but iv,8 j  a huge fleet of torpedo boats,

e destroyer has taken the place of older and

slower craft, and in the matter of destroyers 
Britain has set the example to the world. With 
this much by way of preface, I  must pass to the 
consideration of how those who desire may 
become units in this grand profession.

First as to qualifications. No boy should think 
of joining the Navy unless he has good health, a 
good constitution, plenty of pluck and courage, 
and some knowledge of the kind of life he will 
have to lead. With regard to the first, as soon as 
this profession has been finally decided upon, a 
candidate should be thoroughly examined by a 
doctor. Any physical defect, disease of the throat, 
liver, or kidneys, any malformation, aud, indeed, 
any marked weakness of constitution will form a 
fatal bar to admission. Then as to pluck and 
courage, a boy show's his mettle very early, and 
will soon give proof of the kind of life for which 
he is fitted. If he be athletic, pugilistic, of a 
roving, adventurous nature, he will not be far 
wrong in having a shot for the Navy. 'A nd last, 
but by no means least, before finally settling upon 
the profession, the boy should know something of 
the life by reading about the N avy; by reading 
the books of Captain Marryat, Clarke Russell, and 
other well-known writers who know what they 
are writing about when they toijch naval matters. 
I  should not advise him to learn about a naval 
life from sentimental ballads, or from the various 
halfpenny dreadfuls that are circulated in such 
profusion nowadays, with glaring pictures of Jack 
Giddboy, the brave midshipman, holding at bay
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our terrific-looking Indian chiefs, or something of 
the kind.

Qualifications being satisfactory, the next thing 
is to consider the advantages of the profession. 
These are several:— .

(1 ) The cost of entering is not very great'.
(2) The occupation is most healthy.
(3) Promotion, though slow, is sure.
(4) Opportunities occur for seeing the world.
(5) Pension for old age is assured.
The first step to be taken in order to enter as a 

naval cadet is to receive a nomination. This may 
be obtained from the First Lord of the Admiralty, 
a flag officer, a commodore in chief command of a 
station, and a captain who has been six months 
appointed. After obtaining a nomination, an ex
amination has to be passed, consisting of a test 
e x a m i n a t i o n  
and a competi
t i v e  examina
tion. They are 
held three times 
a year, in March,
July, and D e
cember, at Lon
don and Ports
mouth, and are 
coirducted by 
theCivilService 
Commissioners,
Victoria Street,
W e s t m i u s t e r t
S.W. The limits 
of age are four
t een to fifteen 
and a-half, and 
the examination 
fee is £ 1 . To 
have a chance 
of success a boy 
must have had a good general education, such 
as he would receive at any public school, A 
knowledge of drawing is necessary.

The examination consists o f : (1 ) Arithmetic, up 
to simple interest; (2) Algebra, up to quadrate 
equations; (3) Euclid, Books I. to I I I .; (4) Eng
lish, including composition ; (5) Latin  and French, 
translation and grammar; (6) English History; (7) 
Geography; (8) Drawing, freehand and geo
metrical. And one of the following : Mathematics, 
including Elementary Trigonometry ; Algebra and 
Euclid, as named above, and first part of Book VI., 
with easy riders ; German; Mechanics or Chem
ist >y.

Two trials are allowed for this examination, but 
in the case of a second trial a second nomination 
must be obtained.

The competition for the Navy is very severe.

There are about 40,000 applicants every year [„i 
about 5,000 vacancies. Only the best, mentalli 
and physically, are accepted.

P rivileged  C adetsh ips.A  few cadetships are given to the song ; officers of both Services who have been killed u action.Applications concerning these should be mad* to the Military Secretary, Horse Guards, S.W.; # to the Secretary of the Admiralty, Whitehall, S.W for sons of former officers in the Army and Navy respectively.A  few cadetships are also given to the sons of Colonial and Indian Army officers, and application should be made to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, Downing Street, S.W., and tbsMilitary Seen- t  a r y, India O f f i c e , Pal Mall, S.W.
Candidatei 

have, however, 
to enter for tie 
first part, con
sisting of tie 
first seven sub
jects, of the ex
amination, am 
must obtain at 
least 40 percent 
marks in them

T he T p.ais’im.The successful candidate then proceeds 
to thi Britannia training-ship at 
Dartmouth,  where he remains for two years, and receives training in the theory and practice of his profession. He must also pass a satisfactory exam ination on the subjects of instruction at the end of each term. I f  he fails to obtain the minimum number of marks, or if be is twice reported to the Admiralty for bad conduct, he will be ordered to be removed. .A  cadet receives no pay during his two ye&ts 

probation, and fees amounting to £75 per yest 
besides allowance for washing and extras, must 
paid. The Britannia will soon be a thing of t 
past, and boys will qualify for the Navy at 1 
Royal Britannia Naval College at Dartmouth.On the completion of his training, a be appointed to a ship as a midshipman, an steps up the ladder are as follows : —

Midshipman, receiving £32 per annum.

By permission of ■ “ Navy and Army."
MABINE8 ON THE DECK OF H.M.S. “  TABIAK."
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Sub-Lieutenant, receiving £91 per annum. 
Lieutenant (with an allowance for navigating 

duties of £40), receiving £182 to £256 per annum, 
with extras.

Com m ander, receiving £365 per annum, with 
extras.

Captain, receiving £410 to £<^02 per annum. 
From captain, the higher ranks to which, by 

hard work, good fortune, and influence, he 
may attain, are rear-admiral, vice-admiral, and 
admiral. •

It will thus be seen that, not only during his 
training, but at any rate right up to the time 
when he lias received the commission of lieu
tenant, an officer in the Navy requires some allow
ance besides his pay. Parents should bear this 
fact in mind when deciding upon the profession 
for their sons.

The cost of a cadet’s outfit is £50.
Of course, promotion is slow in the Navy, 

especially in the upper grades. Influence 
eomes in here as in every profession. To 
reach the rank of “ commander ” is comparatively 

altc'r that promotion is very hard to get, 
an many men find themselves shelved upon half- 
W  at this period. Pensions vary according to 
>ears of service and rank attained.

a officer, being a captain, commander, or lieu- 
 ̂nant, who retires between the ages of forty and 
Wy years receives a pension from £ 2 0 0  to £600 
r annum. There are also good service, pensions

of £100 a year given to deserving officers in addition to their pay.Youths may enter the Navy as naval cadets; as engineer students, for service afloat as engineer officers ; as students in naval construction for joining the Royal Corps of Naval Constructors ; as accountant officer, and through the Marines.Space has only allowed me to touch upon the first-named branch of the Service, but in my next article I  hope to touch upon the Engineer, Const ruction, and Marin e Branches of the Royal Navy.
ANSWERS TO CORRE

SPONDENTS. •
Agriculture.—See T he C aptain 

for September, 1899. Anxious.— 
Consult our advertisement pages. 
Doubtful.—Strongly advise you to 
buy Volumes I. and II. of T he C ap
t a i n . "You will find all you want in 
them. R. S. R.—I gave full parti
culars in my article in the March 
number of T he C aptain. Order it 

from your newsagent or send direct to the publishers. 
A. R. H.—I strongly advise the West India Regiment. 
H. R.—Unless your father is exclusively employed with 
a regularly enrolled regiment he would he regarded 
as a private gentleman, and no difference would he 
made. Jamie and Others.—Many thanks for your 
kind expressions. It is probable that my articles will 
be published in hook forint, but not just yet. “  Sem
per Fidelis.” —I will keep your letter by me. For 
your second question Bee the March number of T he 
C aptain. S, W. B.—Write to the Emigrants’ In
formation Office, 31, Broadway, Westminster, S.W. 
E. N.—A course of training at Kensington would be 
excellent. In the meantime, if your son can obtain 
practical knowledge in. some workshop it will be good 
for him. Architect-—Write to the secretary of the 
Institute, Conduit Street, W., for a printed form, 
which, when filled up, must be accompanied by a fee 
of two guineas. Anxious Father.—I am very glad 
to have been able to assist you. Always pleased to 
iiear from you. I should not worry about the fact 
you mention. Your son is still very young, nnd time 
will probably remedy it. E. N.—The initial training 
for all branches of engineering is the same. See T he 
C aptain, May, 1899. R. W.—An introduction from one 
or more of the directors is absolutely necessary. F. W 
—It would be very good indeed if you could go to 
the Hollesley Bay Colonial College for a year or two 
previous to going out to one of our colonies. Pater
familias.—It would be wise when paying a premium 
to insist on a stipulation for the return of a portion 
of it in the event of the death or bankruptcy of the 
master. Railw ay.—Some of the great railway com
panies, such as the Great Western and London and 
North Western, take apprentices, the total premium 
in the former case being £75 spread over three years, 
and in the latter case £60 in one payment. In some 
cases tlie whole or part of the premium is returned in 
wages. The premium insures the firm against loss if 
the youth does not work well.



Sketches by Dodshon.

T  was apropos of the stampeding mules 
that he told us this story. For his 
veracity I can vouch as for my own, 
but I cannot hope to give his exact 
words, and I must necessarily omit 
from ignorance some local colouring 
and some minor details. After going 
down from Cambridge he had been 

abroad, I knew, but it was not until his re
turn that we heard definitely where he had 
been, or what he had been doing. H e told 
us of his wanderings in the Cape ; of the many 
and various jobs to which he had turned his 
hand, of long hours endured under a broiling 
sun, while he had sat on a paraffin tin, 
with a loaded revolver on his knees, watching 
the convicts at work. This had been at Kim
berley, and many were the stories he had of the 
celebrities there— Barney Barnato, Rhodes, and 
others. Then came experiences in the Bechuana- 
Iand Mounted Police, when he had lived 
almost entirely out in the open— the veldt—  
under canvas, had been bushed, and had come 
on one occasion very near dying* of thirst, lost 
in the bush, with one companion.

“ We were,” he said, “ up country when what 
I ’qi telling you happened. There had been 
some difficulty about the transport of our guns 
— we had a couple of little screw guns mounted 

*  for field use— and the horses used to drag them

about were always going wrong and getting 
crocked in some way or other, so the authori
ties decided to turn them into a mule batter). 
There was great excitement in camp the night 
the mules came up— thirteen of them. There 
are mule farms, * o u  know, and they just drive 
out the first lot that comes handy and send 
them straight off, unbroken generally, with an 
old one as leader; of our lot, twelve were 
absolutely unbroken, but the other one, the 
leader, probably came out of Noah’s Ark. I 
never saw such a decrepit old beast, all mangr 
and moth-eaten, and without a kick left in him. 
I was out of camp when they came up, but 
I heard all about them from the others. The 
first thing they’d done was to stampede on then 
own, and break away into the bush; it took 
nearly all our men till dark to drive them m 
again. .

“ The next day, as luck had it, 1 was private 
on stable duty— oh, yes, I used my own name 
out there ; nearly all the men in our compan) 
were gentlemen, and several were ’varsity men 
whom I'd known in the old time. A man 
named Jinks— Lieutenant Jinks—  was order) 
officer, and what it pretty well came to that f 
was, that Jinks and I and the mules 
only living things left in camp. Jinks ha n̂  
seen the mules come up the night before, 
didn’t seem to have heard anything about the
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I’d got through all the ordinary work, and was 
beginning to thank my stars that Jinks had 
forgotten°the mules, when hy suddenly remem
bered, and asked if they had been watered. I 
knew'what awful brutes they were, so I said 
I was certain they had been. This didn’t 
satisfy Jinks, however, and he told me to get 
them out and water them again to make sure. I 
knew I couldn’t do it alone and I told him so, 
and told him also how it had taken the whole 
company to get them into stables. I don’t 
believe he’d ever seen a 
mule before; anyhow he 
slanged me, and told me 
pretty sharp to bring ’em 
out. He went off and 
stood by the water i ng 
tanks, quite cool and com
fortable, while I sneaked 
off to the mules’ stables, 
fairly sweating, and think
ing of the words that would 
be spoken when the 
men came in and found 
they’d got to go into the 
bush after the brutes  
again. They seemed full 
of spirits, those mules; I 
had a look at the first, 
and tried to get to him, 
but the brute just laid 
back his ears and let fly 
at me with all four legs 
at once. I’ve never seen 
finer high - kicking. The 
second one went for me 
with open mouth, so I 
left him alone. But, the 
deuce of it was, that each 
"’as as bad or worse than 
the other, until I got to 
the thirteenth, the d e 
crepit old beast that had 
fed them up. Anyway,
I thought I might as well 
make a start, so I sort of 
whistled this one out of 
bis stall, and it ca me  
jriore like a lamb than a self-respecting mule. The 
beast drank like blazes— and no wonder, after 
w-ir march up and ballyragging around the night 
before. Jinks was triumphant: ‘ Hasn’t been 
Watered for a week,’ he said; ‘ hurry up with the 
rest I took the old ’un back again and tried 
0 °nn8 out another; but I can tell you I was 

to get all o f myself out of his 
and r̂ a'n’ 'et a ône the mule. I felt bunkered, 

I could hear Jinks cursing in the distance 
Use I was so slow. Then a happy thought

struck m e ; I wiped old thirteenth’s mouth with 
my forage cap, and took him out again. Jinks 
didn’t seem to notice anything, and the mule 
could still do a pretty good drink. And so, to 
cut it short, I took that old mule out thirteen 
times, wiping his mouth each time, re-arranging 
his hoary locks, and throwing a cloth over him 
after a bit, just to hide the ravages of the 
moths. After the third time he couldn’t hold 
any more drink ; about the sixth the sight of 
water seemed to sicken him a bit, and at the

tenth I believe he’d have kicked, if he’d had 
a kick in him. When Jinks saw that the mules 
didn’t seem to want water, he hurried through 
the rest as quick as he could, more for form’s 
sake than anything.

“  A t officers’ mess that night I heard that some 
of ’em had been asking after the mules, and 
that young Jinks had bucked a bit about the 
ease with which he’d had ’em 'watered. Some 
of the seniors had seemed to think it odd, and 
had betted Jinks that he’d been had on somehow.

THE SECOND ONE WENT FOR ME WITH OPEN MOUTH.
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“  T h e  next day Jinks was on duty again, but Iwasn’t. H ------ was on duty in my place. Theyhad a glorious time. H ------ had really tried towater the mules, and after most o f them had broken loose and got into the bush, and both H — —  and Jinks had been badly kicked, Jinks lost his temper altogether and slanged poor oldH -------up hill and down dale for not being ableto water them.

“ Jinks got awfully rotted in officers’ mess that night, and they sent for me to settle the question of the bet. It was no good holding ^   ̂I told ’em how I'd managed, and they sat and roared and roared, all except Jinks, who had to pay up. After that he was always trying to get his knife into me ; but it didn’t matter, as I didn’t stay long, and he was such a thundering ass, you could always score off him somehow.”
HOW PRIVATES SMART AND SHARP FRIGHTENED TH E BOERS.

(1) Privates Smart 
and Sharp were left in 
sole charge o f the smalt 
camp of the R o y a l  
Engineers. Towards 
evening a Kaffir came 
in with the alarming 
news that a strong de
tachment o f the enemy 
intended to m a k e  a 
night attack and cap
ture the stores!

( 2 ) F o r  t u n a t e k  

h o w e v e r ,  S h a r p  sa s  1 

s o l d i e r  o f  resourct, 

a n d  l a t e r  in  th e  e »  

i n g  h e  a n d  h is  chffl 

m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  sen 

c u t t i n g  o u t  p i p «  

f i g u r e s  o f  soldiav 
w h i c h  t h e y  afterwards 

h u n g  u p  in  t h e  to® , 

a n d ,  a f t e r  arrangiot 

t h e  e l e c t r i c  lig h t 

w h i c h  t h e y  w e re  pro

v i d e d , p a t i e n t l y  awaited 
t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  t w  

f o e .

(3) About midnight the Boers stealthily crept up. Then, just as they were going to 
pounce on what they thought was an easy prey, Sharp switched on the light, and the enemy, 
seeing the shadows of so many men, turned tail and fled, while the rapid fire from our 
heroes’ magazines gave additional impetus to their flight.



j[ NEW STYLE^ NOW THEY BN OUGHTI THE G O O D  NEWS.
WITH AFOLOOmS TO THE SHADES O F MROWHXNC,. I

I sprang to my motor, and Joris, 
and D.,

I moted, D. moted, we moted all three:
And omnibus drivers, rude men, as we 

passed,
Cried “ Stink - pots,” while constables 

shouted “ Too fa s t ! ”
But bless you, we all were as deaf as a 

post,
An affliction that comes— on occasions—  

to most.

spake not a word, for we hadn’t the 
breath; '

Our speed was too great, and collision 
meant death :

But our nuts were adjusted, our tyres 
blown tight,

Our tanks reeked with petrol— now fairly 
alight—

ĥe cylinders buzzed at a fabulous pace, 

° fac “°U ^le % ures B haven’t the

V ° l -  U 1 . - 1 5

’Twas twelve as we started at Hyde 
Park, and when

We bounded through Brentford, the clock 
showed twelve-ten :

At Colnbrook the folk left their houses 
in droves,

Said we smelt like ten thousands of 
Rippingile’s stoves,

And other smart things; and I can’t 
tell you how

We shattered the nerves of good people 
at Slough.

Now it chanced that there passed an 
express for the West—

We saw i t ; D. shouted: “ Now lads, 
here’s a te s t! ”

W e opened the throttles and leaped down 
the road,

Raising dust like a whirlwind, though 
many woa-wroa’d ;

The train fell behind us, a man fell 
before, .

We rolled him, poor fellow, as flat as a 
floor.
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i,i| iry'TT|frffli t,ftifiw *
C <•

■ ^tfese£d?=V ?\ ,*■ _ '

This reads a Lit sel
f ish,  but then 
there’s the law,

W h e n  you mote 
withbigtidmgs,o{ 
chacun pour sen.

He soon lost a wheel 
I can’t really say 
which,

And the other three 
landed the car in 
the ditch.

At Goring J's tyres 
went off with a 
bang,

His words were high-flavoured, far worse 
than “ Oh, hang ! ”

Some men standing by gave a pitiless 
laugh,

And treated poor J. to a torrent of chaff.
Thank goodness ! my steed was still quite 

comme il faut,
I always have thought it a 

beggar to go.
"  NOW DADS, HEBE’■ A TEST I "

To r e l a t e  w h a t  
next follows my 
memory fails,

But I think we up
set a red c a r t  
with the m ails:

And then right in 
front of us Bead
ing we see,

W i t h  i t s  factory 
c h i m n e y s  as 
plain as could be:

“  Seeds and b is 
c u i t s ! ”  cr ied 
Joris, “ we’dbet
ter slow down,

To about twenty-five as we pass through 
the tow n! ” „

At Tilehurst Dick groaned, “ Hang it, 
something’s gone wrong! ”

I said, “  I can’t stop, very sorry, so long.” LANDED THE CAR IN THE D1TC H-



HOW THEY BROUGHT THE GOOD NEWS.

It may be that something went wrong 
with my brain, _

Jly conduct, at least, looks a little insane :

'  / -’ '-I jf _

F
f\

I screamed, a n d  I 
shouted, “ I ’m sent  
by the Queen,

To water the roads and 
to keep them quite 
clean;

She follows behind me, cn route for the 
North:

If you stop me you’ll feel the extent of 
her wrath.”

Then I cast loose my cap, and m y coat 
trimmed with fur,

They both are the pride of the model
1 chauffeur;

I 5 I
I moulted my boots, threw them over the 

side, •
W ith a basket of luncheon not even un

tied ;
My keys and my watch, and my purse—  

useless pelf—
In fact, I hurled everything out ^rat my

self.

Many horsemen now gather and ride on 
my track,

Like hunger - pressed w o l v e s  
hunting food in a p a ck :

B u t  O x f o r d ’ s in front and 
they’re falling behind,

So to slacken to please them 
I ’m no way inclined ;

To stop would mean capture, 
and capture means gaol,

For adopting the pace of the 
Limited Mail.

IN FACT, I HURLED EVERYTHING OUT 
BUT MYSELF.”

The speed grew terrific, red- 
hot grew the wheels,

The gearing emitted most ter
rible squeals:

Through Cowley I flashed, and 
was soon in the “ High,”

Where the undergrads, yelled, “  That is 
scorching, my eye ! ”

I shouted the tidings— the last words I 
spoke,

For I gave a great shudder, fell forward, 
and— woke.

A. W illiams.

d Lave read this poem carefully, but have been unable to discover w h a t good news they brought: 
can any reader throw light on the subject ?— T he O. F.]



A CHAT ON PERFORATIONS.

I n Volum e I . ,  page 641, I  gave an illustration o f a perforation gauge, which I am glad to find has proved itself really useful to many readers. T he directions given for using the gauge appear to have been explicit, as few queries have been raised relative to the measurement o f what may be termed simple, or. technically, machine perforations. By the way, many thousands, if  not millions, of our current halfpenny and one penny postage labels are used every day, and probably only one in a hundred of those applying them to their letters know how the perforations are produced !In almost every country the first postage stamps rvere issued without any perforations, im per
fo r a te  (not unperforated , please!). T h e  early id . black, id . red, and 2d. blue British stamps were so issued, and not until the authorities became aware o f the great loss o f time involved in severing the specimens with a  pair o f scissors was any inclination shown by them to introduce a new method of separation. In fact, had they been desirous of doing so, very little ground was present to work upon.M r. Henry Archer, an Irishman, invented in 1847 a method o f perforating by a machine which applied a series o f small “ c u ts ” round the edges of each stamp. T his new invention was submitted to the Lords of the Treasury,

who authorised a trial o f the machine to bt made ; finding, however, that the points soon wore down when the edges o f the perforators wrere brought into contact with the table upon which the sheets of stamps rested. This per foration was known as “  Archer’s Roulette.” Later on, M r. Archer improved on his invention, by a machine which carried a series of needles, capable o f adjustment, and placed so that in a length o f two centimetres (see note 00 page 641) there were sixteen distinct holes or perforations. This machine

■
 was purchased with tie patent rights by the Government, and was used for perforating the early id. ami 2d. stam ps; the perforation being known as “ perf. 16.’ Some time later, tbt needles in the perforating machines, which had be® “ p e r p . 14.” manufactured to order fro®Mr. Archer’s original, vert readjusted, so is  to allow fourteen needles ofllj to occupy the space of two centimetres, hen® the term “ perf. 1 4 ”— this perforation being used at the present time, as will be seen 1 * current English stamp o f any value bedxanun and the number o f holes in a space of centimetres counted. These will be found number fourteen exactly. , jAs a rule this perforation, “  14,” *s 'n jjenu(j u se; but other perforations can be found,s“ as “  perf. 12,” on certain stamps of St. vine

“ PERF. 10.”
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Barbados, St. Lucia, and other British C olonies; while on the early stamps o f France there is a very large perforation known as “  Su sse,”  which 
■ rauges seven holes only in the space o f two 
centimetres; this is “  perf. 7.” A ll these are' 
machine perforations, in measuring which it is 
usual to measure the horizontal (top or bottom) 
edges of the stamp first, and, subsequently, the 
vertical edges, or the sides. Thus we may have a compound p erfo ra tio n — i.e., the top measuring 
twelve and a-half and the sides fourteen ; this is known as “ perf. 1 2 I  by 14.”

Other processes of perforation have been
used in various coun
tries, and I append a 
short description of 
those which young col
lectors are likely to 
meet with.

P i n  p erfora tio n  is i l lu s t r a t e d  by th e  M e x ic a n  s ta m p , in which the needles are very wide a p a rt; and, instead o f punching out the holes, as in machine perforation, they merely prick them, like a pin. The variety is illustrated if  a plain piece o f paper be passed underneath the needle o f a sewing machine without the thread-shuttle inserted.
Roulette is illustrated by the Oldenburg stamp. This method of seoaration is still in use in Chile.

PIS PERFORATION.

ROVLF.TTF,. ARC ROULF.TTE.

Arc roulette is a close perforation, caused by the use of a semi-circular instrument, which, when passed between the stamps, leaves a mark; so that, when two stamps so treated are separated, one side shows a row of sm a ll s c a llo p s , the other the corresponding arches, or hollows, from which the scallops have been tom .
B n w w ic k  stam p.) the small square illustra- 'on (Figs. 6-10), shows five farcer varieties of perfora- "°n> which it must be suffi- em t0 mention only. Fig. 6

is termed “  sa w  roulette," the cuts resembling the teeth o f a saw. Fig . 7, “  oblique roulette. ” Fig. 8, “  roulette in  half-squares ”  (see the early issues of Denmark). Fig. 9, “ serpentine roulette ”  (as found on the early Finland stamps). Fig. 10, “ susse p erfo ra tio n  ”  (as already alluded to).These remarks, necessarily condensed, will, I trust, prove useful to young collectors, to whom, frequently, perforations are a bete noire!

J a pa n ese

JAPANESE CHINA.Labourdonnais whose portrait figures in the centre, did more to injure British interests in Asiatic waters than anyone, but becoming Governor o f Mauritius when it was under French rule, Pierre de Labourdonnais introduced the sugar-cane into the island and thus immortalised his name. The colour is a washy blue, presumably ultra-

NEW ISSUES.
C h in a . —  The entire series of stamps which I chronicled recently have been surcharged at the base with two small characters (see illustration) signifying “ China.” T he stamps so surcharged are for use in the Japanese post offices in China.

M a u r itiu s . •—  T he accompanying illustration depicts a stamp which has been issued in Mauritius to commemorate Apparently this gentleman,

MAURITJUB.

NICARAGUA.are the full
- 7 / Z / / / / / / / / / / / / / / S /  

8 U U U U U U U U U U  

u  o  v  o  w  o

marine.
N ic a r a g u a .— Messrs. Whitfield K ing & C o . have sent me a series of new stamps, the annual crop— the design of the new stamps as illustrated being rather pretty. The values extend from ic . to spesos, and there complement o f unpaid letter and official stamps.

S o u t h  
A u s t r a l ia .— Here is a

VARIETIES OF PERFORATION.

pretty new Ad. stamp, showing a view o f the post office at Adelaide, k l  green.ROUTS AUSTRALIA.



i5 4 THE CAPTAIN.S w e d e n . — A  new x krona stamp is to hand from Messrs. Whitfield K ing &  C o ., which 1 illustrate, x krona, carmine and black.
T a sm a n ia . —  H aving read about the splendid new T asmanian stamps, you will be wanting to see the designs. Here are two c f  them.

TASMANIA.

THE JUNIOR LONDON PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY.Under this title, a new society has been started in London for young stamp collectors and beginners. T he secretary is M r. J .  B. M elville, 16, Lydon Road, Clapham , SAV.T h e . circular announcing this new society states that among the methods for introducing new members will be free lectures on “  Stamp C o llectin g: A n  Introduction to the H o b b y,” illustrated by lantern views. T he tickets for these lectures will be sent to the schools in various districts, and the head master will be asked to present them to all the stamp collectors in his school.

A N S W E R S  T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .
A. J. Murnaghan writes to know if 1 will start a  club for readers of “  The Stamp Collector.” What do other readers say '1 
C:!Hii(N02)30, or Lyddite.—You deserve to be blown up with your novi de plum e. I  insert it as a warning to others. You will find the names of several exchange clubs in back numbers of T he C a pta in .“  Lancashire Lad ”  is a lucky lad. A  friend, selling a lot of his father’s old stamps, offered him several at a uniform price of id . each. Among them was a 30c. United States 1869 issue. The value of this stamp is 10s. •
Newfoundland.—(1) “ The Imperial,” published by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd ., 391, Strand, W .C ., price 19s., in 2 vols. Mention The 

Captain . (2) The mounts I use are those manufactured by Messrs. Whitfield K ing «& Co., whose advertisement appears elsewhere. (3) I  cannot fix the value of a “  pigeongram” stamp on original.

A. A. Pit is another of the Colonial continmt who receives T he Captain . This correspondent sends me the new Cape stamp, which is illustrated elsewhere. ™
W. P. Maynard.—The stamp you send me is Alwar (or Ulwar), perfectly genuine, and a native state in India. Its value is Id. Glad The Captaij penetrates to the Island of Montserrat. '
G. H. Varley.—T hanks for the German stamp.
R. A. Eddy.—The supposed “ error” in the Ic. Columbian United States stamp is well known As every copy is so lettered, it can scarcely termed an error. The complete set, with the dollar values, is worth about £ 3.
W. L. Brodie and L. L.—Many thanks for your kind communications. -
R. LI. Hartley.—(1) For the best stamp album for British and British Colonial stamps alone, see answer as given to “ Newfoundland' (2) From the same source. (3) Printed titles for a blank album can be obtained from most dealers. (4 ) The value of a |c . Canada jubilee stamp, used, is Is. (5) Ceylon, 6d, brown, first issue, used, is worth 15s. (6) _ The difference between ultramarine and blue is explained by comparing a lc. Columbus United States stamp with a 4c. value of the same issue. The former is blue, the latter ultramarine.
E. A. (H ull .) —Have marked your stamps.P e s q u i s i d o r .—(1) The letters “ T.S. ” form part of the paper-maker’s name, and are not the water-mark. Value 2d. (2) Certainly C.C. orC .A . makes a  difference. You need a catalogue. G et Messrs. Bright dr Sons’ “  A .B .C .”—this gives you water-marks ; also the “ Universal,” as advertised (Messrs. Whitfield K ing & Co.). (3) Djibouti, 

1894, 25c. and 50c., used, are worth 5d. and 6d. respectively. (4) Yes. Austria has a new issue- see elsewhere. (5) The 2d. violet S. Australia stamp is also a new issue. (6) Certainly—see catalogue.
Cloudesdale.—French morocco.
Ivanhoe.—(1) The “ Postal Service ” stamps of India are not used for postage. I  therefore (an- not speak of the value ef an unused set. (2) Your second query is not in my department, but I will answer it. The smallest size camera of the make you mention is £2 18s. 6d.
A. L. Fereday.—Many thanks for y o u r  letter. The philatelic market does not admit of periodical fluctuations, and you will find the latest catalogue gives 4s. 6d. A ll the same, I  believe you are correct.
C. R. Start writes me, pointing out that the current German stamps have not, as I suggested, been surcharged “ Sanioach.” The report aw* from a little joke played by the Berlin Philate*1 Society on the occasion of a recent meeting- hundred of the current 3pf. stamps were issued the members, surcharged in this manner, course as a joke. ,T - C. Judson- — The complete set of Gree “  Olympian ” stamps is worth about 20s. unusea, slightly less used*E .  O- T . —Ceylon 6c. on 15c. is worth 2d.

SWEDEN.



PUBLIC SCHOOL STORY.-F red swainson.
Illustrated by • t  H R  WHIT W E L L .

SYNOPSIS.- ( C hapters I.—IV.)
The tale is related by Carr, captain of St. Amory’s School. 

Acton, a fifth-form boy, and a brilliant full-back, is seen by 
Bourne (the*1 footer” captain) and Carr to deliberately trip 
one of the opposing team. On this account Bourne refuses 
to gire him his colours. Thus the feud begins. As the matter 
o! the “ foul" (for the school's credit), is kept quiet by those 
*ho witnessed it, the school in general supposes that Acton 
Indented his “ cap" on account of the existence of a private 
quarrel between himself and Bourne, who promptly becomes 
exceedingly unpopular. Acton, posing as a martyr, seizes the 
opportunity to win the goodwill of St, Amory's in every pos
able way, and as a beginning starts regenerating his house— 
“Biften’s," hitherto the slackest, both in school and out of it.

C H A P T E R  V .
COTTON AND HIS JACKAL.As I said before, the victory of the despised Biffenites over the Fifth Form eleven—a moderate one, it is true—caused quite a little breeze of surprise to circulate around the other houses, vhich had by process of time come to regard that slack house as hopeless in the fields or in the schools. Over all the tea-tables that afternoon the news was commented on with full details;

* Chalmers had gained in deadliness just as much as lie had lost in selfishness, and how Jen and Worcester had worked like horses, and mown down the opposition — “  Fifth Form opposition !” said the fags, with a lift of the eye rows— like grass, and as for Biffen’s new 'uptain, well, if there was one player who could0 a candle to him it must be Phil Bourne, and he only.whn 6̂V‘ Taylor s house, Cotton senior, fam'|anSWerec* t0 ^ ie nanie of “ J i m ” among his lars’ an<̂  'Vas * Bully Cotton ” to his enemies sprint?' ^ mor*an he low the F ifth , and a good Robpr/r’ j  e ŝewhere — and Augustus Yernon °«d, who was “ G u s ” to everyone, sat

at tea together in Todd’s room. Cotton had been one of the slain that afternoon on the Acres, and was still in his footer clothes, plus a sweater, which almost came up to his ears. There was a bright fire in the grate, and though Todd’s room was not decorative compared witli most of the other fellows’ dens, yet it was cheerful enough. Cotton had come back from the match hungry and a trifle bruised from a smart upset, only to find his own fire out, and preparations for tea invisible. Having uttered dire threats against his absent, erring fag, he moved into his friend’s room, and the two clubbed together their resources, and the result was a square meal, towards which Cotton contributed something like 19/20 , A .V .R . Todd’s share being limited to the kettle, the water, and the fire. When Cotton had satisfied his footer appetite, he turned down his stocking and proceeded vigorously to anoint with embrocation his damaged leg, the pungent scent of the liniment being almost ornamental in its strength.“ How did you get that, J i m ? ” said Gus, surveying the brawny limb with interest.“ Acton brought me down like a house, my boy."“ Fair ? ”“  Oh, y es; but you’ve got to go down if he catches you in his swing.”“ You fellows must have played beautifully to let BifFen’s mob maul you to that extent.”“ Gus, my boy, instead of frowsing up here all the afternoon with your books, you should have been on the touch-line watching those Bifienites at their new tricks. Your opinion then would have a little avoirdupois. As it is, you Perry Exhibit, it is wortli exactly nothing.”“ You’re deucedly classical to-night, J im .” “ £)h, Pm sick of this forsaken match and all the compliments we’ve had over it. I ’m going now to have a tub, and then we’ll get that Latin paper through, and, thirdly, I ’ll have the chessmen out.” _
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“ Sorry, I can’t, .Tim,” said Todd discontentedly. 
“ There k  that beastly Perry Scholarship—I must 
really do something for th a t! ”

“ Thomas Rot, Esq. ! ” said Cotton. 44 Haven’t 
you been a-cramming and a-guzzling for that all 
this afternoon ? You’ve a duty towards your 
chums, Toddy, so I tell you.”

“ That’s all very well, Jim, for you, who are 
going to break some craipmer’s heart, and then 
c r a w l  into the Army through the Militia, but my 
pater wants me to do something in the Perry, I 
tell you.”

“ Chess !” said Cotton, disregarding Todd’s bleat, 
and then, with a sly smile, he added, 44 Shilling a 
game, Gus, and you know you always pull off the 
odd one.”

“ All right,” said Todd, swallowing the bait with 
forlorn eagerness, 44 I ’ll have the board set out if 
you must come in.” '

“ Ob, I  must !” said Cotton, with a lialf-sneer 
at Todd’s anxiety to pick up such a small sum. 
44 Clear the table and we’ll make a snug evening 
of it.”

Todd’s method of clearing a table was novel, if 
not original. He carried it bodily into Cotton’s 
room, and then returned with his friend’s ma
hogany, which was undoubtedly more ornamental 
than his own.

Acton was absolutely right when he sneeringly 
called Gus “ Cotton’s 
jackal.” Todd was ex
actly of the material 
which makes a good 
.jackal, though lie never 
became quite Jim Cot
ton’s toady. He was a 
sharp, selfish individual, 
good-looking in an aim
less kind of way, with a 
slack, feeble mouth, and 
a wandering, indecisive 
glance. He had a quick, 
shallow cleverness, which 
could get up pretty easily 
enough of inexact know
ledge to pass muster in 
the schools. Old Corker 
knew his capabilities to 
a hair, and would nowand 
then, when Gus offered 
up some hazy, specious 
guess - work, blister him 
with a little biting sar
casm. Todd feared the 
Doctor as he feared no 
one else. Todd’s chief 
private moan was that 
he never had any money.

His father was a rich man, but had some ij^l 
which were rather rough on his weak-kneed **| 
He tipped poor Gus as though he were scttl 
thrifty hairdresser’s son, and Todd had to try 
ruffle it with young Amorians on as many shiiwl 
as they had crowns. Not a lad who ever had nata-f 
ally any large amount of self-respect, the little J  
had soon went, and he became, while still a fag J 
hewer of wood and drawer of water to his better I 
tipped cronies. His destiny finished when, on id 
entry into the Fifth, Jim Cotton claimed hijn, aidl 
subsidised him as his mau. I

A t the beginning of the term his father bid I 
told him that if he could make a good show a] 
the Perry Exhibition there need not be any motii 
grumbling about his tip. Gus came back to Sii 
Amory’s hysterically anxious to cut out all com-[ 
petitors for the Perry, but the shackles of hi 
old serfdom were still about him. When 
showed signs of being restive to the old daimJ 
and recommended Cotton to do his own clasdul 
and mathematics, Cotton coolly and calmly de-| 
manded repayment of sundry loans contracted of| 
old. Todd had not the pluck to face a term of 1

TODD'S METHOD OFF CLEARING A TABLE WAS NOVEL, IF NOT OICGIN'-IN.
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„Iain living and high thinking by paying his 
former patron all he owed him and exhausting 
all his present tip by so doing, but flabbily, 
though discontentedly, caved in, and became 
Cotton’s jackal as before.

Cotton was by no means y as bad as Ins endear
ing name might make you think. He was a 
tall heavy fellow, with a large, determined-look
ing' face. He was wonderfully stupid in the 
schools, but was quite clever enough to know 
it, He had some good qualities. He was 
straight enough in all extra-school affairs, did 
not lie, nor fear any one; kept his word, ar.d 
expected you to keep yours.

“ You can’t beat Hodgson of the Sixth, Gus, 
so what is the good of sweating all the term ? 
Hodgson’s got the deuce of a pull over you to 
start with.”

“ I’m not frightened of Hodgson if you wouldn’t 
bother, Jim.”

“ Can’t do without you, old cock. You’re just 
the fellow to lift my Latin and those filthy mathe
matics high enough out of the mud to keep the 
Iieaks from worrying me to death. I tried Philips 
for a week, but he did such weird screeds in the 
‘unseens’ that Merishall smelt a rat, and was 
most particular attentive 'to me, but your leverage 
is just about my fighting weight.”

Gits had sniffed discontentedly at this dubious 
compliment; but Cotton had smiled stolidly, and 
continued to use Gus as his classical and mathe
matical hack. Besides, there was something 
about Gus’s easy-going lackadaisical tempera
ment which exactly suited Cotton, and he felt 
for his grumbling jackal a friendliness apart from 
Gus’s usefulness to him.

This afternoon had been a fair sample of Todd’s 
usual half-holiday. Feeling no heart for any 
serious work for the Perry, he had spent it in read
ing half a worthless novel, and skimming through 
a magazine, and feeling muddled and discontented 
in consequence. He had the uneasy feeling that 
he was an arrant ass in thus fooling time away, 
but had not sufficient self-denial to seize upon a 
quiet afternoon for a little genuine work.

Cotton soon returned from his bath, and the 
two cronies spent about an hour in getting up the 

modicum of their classics which would 
whrfyMcrislwll; and then they played chess, by 
w ich Gus was one florin richer. A  third game

F* Progress, but Todd managed to tip over 
e hoard when he was “ going to mate in five 

®oves. Cotton thereupon said he had had 
uough, but (Jus avariciously tried to reconstruct 

1 6 Potions, He failed dismally, and Cotton 
alnf ®weet,7- -N°w Cotton’s laugh would

ost make his chum’s hair curl, so he retorted 
V sweetly himself, “ I say, Jim. I can’t get

v»l. lii.—1 s

out of my head that awful hammering you fellows 
got this afternoon. Think Biffen’s lot likely to 
shape well in the House matches ?”

“ There’s no telling, old man. But if they get 
moderate luck they’ll be waltzing about in the 
final.”

“ That’s absolute blazing idiocy!” said Todd, 
knocking over more chessmen in his astonish
ment.

“ All right, Gus. To talk absolute blazing 
idiocy is my usual habit, of course. They may 
carry off the final even, but that, perhaps, is a tall 
order.”

Todd nursed his astonishment for a full five 
minutes, whistling occasionally, as at some very 
fantastic idea. A t last he said more seriously: 
“ Aren’t you now, Jim, really pulling my leg T 

“ No, honour bright! Biffen’s are really eye- 
openers.”

Gus said with infinite slyness : “ Look here, I’ll 
bet you evens Biffen’s don’t pull off the final.”

“ Oh, that is rot, Gus, to talk about betting, for 
you can’t pay if you lose.”

Gus had not too much sensitiveness in li!s 
character, but this unmeant insult stung him.

“ You’ve no right to say that. I ’ve paid all I’ve 
ever betted with you.”

Cotton considered heavily in his own mind for 
a moment. “ That is almost true, but— —  ”

“ Well what do you mean-----” began Todd, in
a paddy. .

“ All right,” said Cotton; “ shut up, confound 
you ! I’ll take you.”

“ Three quid Biffen’s are not cock house at 
‘ footer.’ ”

“ Done,” said Cotton, unwillingly pulling out 
his note-book, “ and straight, Todd, I shall expect 
you to pay if you lose.”

“ Oh, shut up, Cotton, you ead ! I shall pay 
if I lose, man. What do you want to keep on 
insulting me like that fo r i”

“ Steady, Gus. You’ll have Taylor up if you 
howl like that. I meant nothing.”

“ N othing!” said Gus in a fury, seeking for 
something particularly sweet to say to his patron. 
“ I jolly well hope, then, that if our house should 
meet ’em in the rounds you will do your little best 
to put a stopper on their career. Don’t, for the 
sake of pulling off your bet, present ’em with a 
few goals. You ‘ keep’ for our house, you 
know.”

“ Oh, dash it all, Todd,” said Cotton, in a 
white rage, “  you are a bounder ! Think I’d sell 
my side*?” he demanded furiously.

“ A h ! ” said Gus, delighted at having got 
through Cotton’s skin. “ You don’t stomach 
insults any more than I do. Then why do you 
ladle them out so jolly freely to me?"
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“ That was a particularly low one,” said Cotton 
angrily ; “ and anyway, you avaricious beggar, 
you’ve got thundering good terms, for it is hardly 
likely that Biffen's can really be cock-house. 
There’s Corker’s house, with Bourne and Hodgson 
and a few more good men. You’re a sight 
more likely to see my three sovs. than I am 
yours.”

“ I hope so,” said Gus, with some relief at the 
anticipation of this pleasant prospect.

Then the anger of the two simmered down, each
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CHAPTER VI.

T H A N K S  TO A C T O N .

A f t e r  the Carthusian match there was but on. 

topic, or to be strictly accurate, perhaps, two topics 
of interest in the school— who would be cock- 
house at footer and who would get the Perry 
Exhibition.

The rest of the houses knew that Biffen’s house 
was not now the unconsidered article it was once, 
that it wasn’t the door-mat upon which anyone

ACTON JUST REACHED IT  WITH HIS HEAD, AND DEFLECTED IT HIQH AND DRY OUT OF ROBERTS’ REACH INTO
THE NET.

having given and received some very choice com
pliments, and as these little breezes were usual 
between the two, ten minutes afterwards they 
were amiably entertaining each other. Cotton 
was putting up a pair of dumb-bells three hundred 
times, and his crony was counting and criticising 
his form. The Perry Exhibition did not enter 
Todd’s head, but his bet— “ such a gilt-edged one,” 
he chuckled— was never once out of it. And 
Todd’s bet had some momentous consequences 
for him, too.

might wipe his feet before proceeding into the 
inner circles of the housers’ competition, and there 
w as more than a little curiosity to see how far the 
“ resurrected ” house would mount.

But not a single soul dreamt that it would 
reach the final. The whole school gasped f°r 
a fortnight on end as Biffen’s annihilated Dover’s. 
Hargen’s, Sharpe’s, and Merishall’s seriatim, and 
at last faced Corker’s house in the final. This 
was a resurrected house with a vengeance ! Cor
ker’s had had a bye in the first round and had
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teen drawn against ratlier rickety liou3es since, 
but they were generally fancied to pull off the 
final as usual, for Bourne was captain, and they 
had Hodgson and Roberts of the eleven as well. 
The wonderful progress of Biffen’s had thrown an 
awful lot of excitement into the game.

The match was fixed for the last Saturday in 
the term, and the result of the Perry Exhibition 
was to be announced on the evening of the same 
day, so the last Saturday was going to be the 
memorable day of the Michaelmas stretch.

If you want a full account of the match you 
had better write to the editor of The Amorian. 
He will send you the magazine with a page or so 
of description and account, but all I ’m going to 
say is that Bourne and Acton played as they had 
never played before— I think I ’ve said that before 
about Acton, but he really was superlative in the 
housers’ final—and that five minutes from time 
the score was “ one all.” Then Acton showed the 
school a stroke of genius. He brought Raven out 
from centre-forward, where he was quite unable to 
cope with Bourne, whispered him to go “ back” 
with Worcester, and before anyone could realise 
what was happening lie was playing forward him
self. He was a “ lambent ” flame along the ground 
if you like. In a second Biffen’s were swarming 
round Roberts in goal, Acton passed out to 
Chalmers, who was ready for the pass, and in a 
twinkling the ball was in the net. From the row 
you might have imagined the school had gone 
mad. t

The ball was kicked, off again. Almost immerli- 
ately Acton secured near the centre. He dribbled 

I through the ruck of his opponents until he saw 
Bourne upon him. With a smile of triumph upon 
his lips he gently rolled the leather to Chalmers, 
who was hungrily waiting for the pass out on the 
touch-line. Chalmers waltzed beautifully for the 

I short run almost to the corner flag. He steadied 
I himself for one instant after liis run, and then 
I lifted the ball magnificently into the goal mouth. 
I A3 the leather was skimming past, Acton just 
I reached it with his head and deflected it high and 
I dry out of Roberts’ reach into the net. It was the 
I supreme effort of his splendid game.
I Biffen’s had won by three goals to one !
I They carried Acton off the field in ecstasy, and 
I nearly scared Dame Biffen out of her wits by the 
I  whisper” of “ cock-house.” Well, it certainly 
I  "as unusual.
I  , 1 fea the whole of St. Amory’s crowded into 
I ,,e Speecli Room to hear the result of the Perry 
I  ^nufitioii. There would not be a fellow away I
■  s ould fancy, bar the cripples in the hospital, for
■  ere was no end of excitement. Wras this to be 
I  r u n 1 ®’^en s triumph 1 Wras Raven of the 
I  1 to beat Hodgson, the chosen of the Sixth.

for the Perry? It was not to be expected that he 
would, but when the whisper circled round that 
Acton had “ coached ” him in classics it was agreed 
that perhaps there would be another feather in 
Acton’s cap.

The masters were there on the platform in 
serried ranks, the whole fifty of them, from 
Corker to Pfenning who “ does” the music.

Corker, as usual, went straight to the mark, 
whilst the entire mass of fellows kept a death-like 
silence. “ The result of the examination for the 
Perry Exhibition is as follows:—

1st. Arthur Raven, 672 marks.
2nd. Theodore Hodgson, 591 marks.
3rd. Augustus Vernon Robert Todd, 114 marks.”

Then out broke the usual uproar, “ shivering the 
silence,” as someone says, “ into clamour.1' We all 
cheered for Raven, who scored a popular and un
expected victory, for why should a Fifth Form 
fellow beat one of the Sixth ? Biffen’s crowd kept 
up the cheering until Corker rose again.

“ I can heartily congratulate Raven on his 
success, for his classical knowledge was distinctly 
good. Hodgson I can also congratulate, for his 
papers too were good. As for Augustus Vernon 
Robert Todd”— we all yelled with laughter as 
Dr. Moore scrambled in hot haste through Todd’s 
awful list of names, but were again quiet when he 
dropped his eye-glasses from his eagle’s beak, a 
sure sign he was going to “ savage” somebody—  
“ as for his performance in this examination, I 
can only regard it as a very bad practical joke, or 
as his ballon d'essai for some kindergarten scholar
ship.”

Raven got up from his seat near the door. He 
was pale to the lips, but his voice was clear and 
unhesitating. “ If you please, sir, may I say a 
word 1 ”

“ Eh, what 1” said Corker. “ Say a word? Oh, 
certainly.”

“ I am very glad indeed to hear that I have won 
the Perry Exhibition. I know in my own mind 
that I could never have beaten my friend Hodgson 
if I had not had Acton’s help. I owe the winning 
of the Exhibition entirely to him, for he has read 
the whole of the classics with me and helped me 
in every way in his power. I cannot thank him 
enough for all he has done, but at least I owe 
him this open acknowledgment.”

Corker looked no end pleased, and turned 
round and beamed on Biffen, whose good-natured 
easy face shone with pleasure and delight.

“ Biffen,” said good old Corker, audibly, “ your 
house is fortunate in having Acton, and St. Amory 
such a good amateur coach in classics. Cock 
house, too, bless me !” '

And can you wonder that Biffen’s, frenzied with

KO
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delight, carried Raven and Acton shoulder high 
through the gas-lit streets 1 

Whilst the Biffenites were thus shouting their 
way home, one unhappy youth hurried to his 
room feeling as though the moon had fallen out 
of heaven and crushed him—Todd. After that
night when he had made the bet with Cotton, he 
had neither worked for the Perry nor yet left it 
alone, but loafed about with Cotton as usual, 
and piffled with the work for the Exhibition. 
As a last lap spurt, lie had, in the last week or 
so, desperately stuffed himself with cunning tips 
leading twistingly to nowhere. Never had any
one faced a serious examination with such a rag
bag of tips as Todd, and the examination had 
found him out with a vengence. As he slunk 
along to his quarters, Corker’s words were buzzing 
in his ears unendingly. “ As for Augustus Vernon 
Robert Todd”— “ ballon (Fessai”— “ Kindergarten!” 
Oh ! it was a sickener, and how the fellows had 
laughed !

As for his bet with Cotton about cock-house, 
why he had, when he saw those goals put on at 
the last moment, felt a cold shiver run down his 
back. He had crawled off the Acres a sick and 
sorry and miserable wretch. Cotton had, being 
rather riled at his chum’s temper for the last 
month, hinted, in unmistakable terms, that the 
debt was to be paid on return after holidays. 
Todd contemplated the ravishing prospect of the 
future with unmixed feelings. Between the upper 
and nether millstones of the lost Exhibition and 
the lost bet he had been crushed, annihilated !

When he had shut the study door, in sheer 
despair of spirit, he laid his head on the table
and----- Well, did he blub l All I know is, the
Rev. E. Taylor knocked at the door once, twice, 
thrice, and Todd heard him not. The house 
master came in and surveyed the bowed form of 
poor Gus with a good-natured smile, tempered 
with some scorn. He took the liberty of loudly 
poking Gus’s decaying fire, whereat the young 
gentleman sprang up instanter.

“  I knocked, Todd, but I suppose you were 
thinking too deeply to hear me.”

“ Sorry, sir,” said Gus, hurriedly getting the 
master a chair, “ and, as a matter of fact, I wa3 
thinking.”

“  Yen ! ”
“ What an awful ass I ’ve been, sir.”
“ I don’t know quite about the ass, but you’ve 

certainly not been an epitome of all that’s wise 
this term. It was on that very subject that 1 
came here to have a word with you before we go 
for the holidays.”

Gus looked blankly into the grate.
“ This exhibition of yours, Todd, in the exami

nation is just the answer you might expect to the
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problem you’ve set yourself. ‘ How can I ^  
something of value by doing nothing for it l1 j 
must say . . . etc.” Taylor spoke very much 
to the point to Todd for about half-an-hom 
taking the ribs out of Gus’s conceit one by onej 
until he felt very much like a damp, damaged 
gamp, and about as helpless. One by one he tool 
him through the catalogue of the aimless, stupid, 
footling performances in the term, and Gm 
blankly wondered how the dickens Taylor knew 
quite so much of his doings. He felt that the 
house master was not a bad imitation of Corker 
on a flaying expedition. I must say that Taylor's 
performance was a considerable trifle above the 
average “ beak’s wigging,” but the sting of his dis
course was in the tail. “ Now, Todd, would you 
like me to ask Dr. Moore to transfer you to some 
other house, where your very intimate friends will 
not absorb so much of your time 1 ”

Todd blushed purple at this very broad hint
“ I ’d rather stay where la m ;  I am not quite aa 

incapable, sir.”
“ N o : I don’t think you are—not quite. Dr. 

Moore, however, is somewhat out of patience with 
you, and proposes drastic measures,”

“ Home?” inquired Todd, with gloomy convic
tion.

“ Yes,” said the house master. “ Dr. Moore hu 
written your father. But you are coming back 
next term, when you will have the chance of 
showing that that awful performance in the Exhi
bition is not your true form. I hope you’ll take

i t ” . . .
Todd said bitterly, “  I will, sir.”
“ I am glad of that,” said Taylor, “ and I believe 

you will. Good-night, Todd.”
“ Good-night, sir.”
Todd packed up his portmanteaux that night as 

gloomily and as savagely as though hi3 shirts were 
his deadly enemies. But there wa3 a square, 
determined thrust-out of his weak chin which 
boded ill for Jim Cotton’s classics and mathe
matics in the future.

C H A P T E R  V I I .

BIFFEN S CONCERT.

I t was the inalienable right of the juniors of the 
cock-house to give a concert the last night of the 
term, and to have free and undisputed possess** 
of the concert room. Corker made it a rule the* 
the captain of the school should be there to ** 
there were no riots, which, as the fags were » 
home on the morrow, was more than possible, f0 
when I got a polite note from Grim about half8® 
hour after the results of the Perry Exhibition h**
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been announced, telling me that Corker had given 
the customary consent, I  strolled about looking up 

cohort of monitors to help me in maintaining 
the “ sacred cause of order and decency.” I knew 
of old those junior concerts. “ Pandemonium ” 
was nearer the word. _ _

Biffen’s juniors, red-hot from their exertions and 
hoarse from their shouting in the speech room, 
held a meeting in their own private quarters to 
deliberate as to their concert.

“ All right, Brown; I’ll talk with you after
wards. Sorry your Roman nose is out of joint, 
but nobody proposed you, you know, so shut up. 
G en tlem en ™ ”

“ Hear, hear ! ”
“ Biffen’s are cock-house at last” (deafening 

cheers), “ and we must make our concert a 
stunner. It must go with a bang from start to 
finish. It must lick every other fag’s concert 
that ever was, and ‘ be the bright harbinger

t h e  h o u s e  m a s t e r  c a m e  i n  a n d  s u r v e y e d  t h e  b o w e d  f o r m  o f  p o o r  o u s  w i t h  a  g o o d - n a t u r e d  s m i t e ,
TE M PER ED  W ITH  SOME SCORN.

“ I vote Father Grim to the chair,” said Wilson. 
“ Thanks, my son,” said Grim, with alacrity. 

‘Somebody second that, and let’s get to business.” 
Somebody obligingly seconded, and Grim en

throned himself with dignity in the chair, and said 
cheerfully, “ Carried nem. con. That’s the way to 
commence biz. Now, you fellows, I thank you for 
this unexpected honour, which has quite taken me
by surprise. I shall always-----”
• n ^ Ut Grim,” sa>d Brown. “ You know 

well you asked Wilson to propose you.”

o f -----’ What is the rest of the quote, Wil
son 1. ”

“ ‘ Of future joys,’ you ass.”
“ ‘ Of future joys,’ you asses.”
“ I’ll punch your head, Grim, you said you re

membered it.”
“ All serene, old man, never mind the cackle.”
“ What about our concert <” asked Brown.
“ It’s going to be great. Does anyone happen 

to have a programme of that awful performance 
of Corker’s house last year ? ”
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“ R ather ! 3 said half-a-dozen of P.iffen's orna
ments. “ Did you think we’d burn a curiosity 
like that 1 ”

“ Cut out and get yours, Rogers, my pet."
“ My pet ” bolted and came back ■ with the year- 

old programme of the Corker’s fags.
“ Pass the abomination this way, Rogers. 

Gentlemen,” said Grim, with intense scorn,
“ those unspeakable Corker asses started off with 
a prologue.”

“ We must go one better— eh, you fellows V 
said Rogers.

“ Rather ! ” they all shrieked.
“ I vote,” said young Cherry, “ that we lead off 

with an epilogue. That will leave ’em standing ”
“ Hear, hear !” said Fruity.
“ Who’ll second that ?” said Grim.
“ I will,” said Rogers, cheerfully.
“ Then do it, you ass,” said the chairman.
“ I second,” said Rogers, hurriedly, “ and you 

needn’t be so beastly strict, Grim.”
“ Gentlemen, the proposal before the meeting is 

that we lead off with an epilogue. Item number 
one on the programme to be ‘ An Epilogue.’ Those 
in favour signify. Carried unanimously.”

“ I say, Grim, what is an epilogue, anyhow ? ” 
said a voice.

“ Oh, I say,” said the chairman, “ pass that 
young ignoramus this way. Lamb, do you mean 
to say you don’t know what an epilogue is ?”

“ No, I don’t.”
“ This is sickening,” said Grim, with disgust. 

“ A  fellow in Biffen’s not know what an epilogue 
i3 ! Tell him, Fruity,” he added, with pathetic 
vexation.

“ He asked you,” said Cherry, hurriedly.
“ I’m the chairman,” said Grim, in a wax, but 

with great relief. “ Explain away, Fruity !”
“ Oh, everj first-class concert starts with one,” 

he said, vaguely.
“ See now, Lamb ? ”
Lamb professed himself satisfied, but he did not 

appear absolutely blinded by the light either.
“ Anyhow,” said Wilson, “ Fruity will see to 

that I propose he does.”
“ I second it,” said Lamb, viciously, whereupon 

Cherry kicked the seconder on the shins, for he 
did not exactly thirst for that honour. “ I ’m an 
•ass,” he said to himself; “ but, anyhow, I’ll look 
up what the blessed word does mean, and try to 
do it.” i

“ I see,” said Grim, “ they’ve got a poem on 
‘ Cock House’ for number two. That seems all 
right, eh ? ”

“ Oh, yes ; it’s always done.”
“ Well, we’ll have one too, eh ? Who's got to 

do the poetry, though ? Somebody propose some
body’’— thereupon every fag proposed his chiefest

enemy, and the battles raged along the |jna 
“ And you call yourselves gentlemen !” said Grim 
in disgust— lie had been overlooked for the time 
being.

“ I propose Sharpe,’’ said Wilson, dusting him. 
self. “ He does no end swell construes from 
‘ Ovid.’ ”

“ I  second that,” said Rogers. “ He has long 
hair. Poets always have. Milton had.”

“ That bit is side" said the chairman judicially.
“ Those who are in favour of Sharpe doing tie
poetry hold---- - Carried nem. con."

“ Nem. con. is side, too, Grim,” said Rogers. 
“ Shut up, you mule ! Sharpe, you’ll have to do 

the poem.” ■“
“ I say, you fellows, it will be horse work,” said 

Sharpe disconsolately. “ There isn’t a rhyme to 
Biffen’s.”

“ O h ! isn’t there ? What about 1 spiffingT 
Sharpe choked.
“ Griffin.”
“ Tiffin.”
Lamb squeaked out “ stiff ’un,” and someone 

gently led him out —  even Biffen’s fags caved 
in at that.

“ Sharpe, you’re booked for number two, oid 
man. Gentlemen, I direct your attention to 
number three— Corker’s did Indian clubs and the 
gold-fish dodge.”

“ Oh, well,” said Wilson, “ we’re not going to copy 
Corker’s, anyhow. Let’s do dumb-bells and some
thing else.”

“ I  propose that Wilson doqs the somethin; 
else,” said Cherry good-naturedly.

Wilson said he was ready to do something to 
Cherry any time that was convenient. Rogers 
suggested that they ask the niggers to do some
thing on the bars, and Sharpe seconded it, so the 
dervishes were written to and promised a scrag
ging if they didn’t turn themselves inside out for 
the glory of Biffen’s concert.

“ I say, you fellows,” sai^ Grim, “ it’s to be 
a concert, you know, and except for Fruity’s 
epilogue there isn’t any music down yet.” Cherry 
groaned to think he’d been let in for a song.

“ What about Thurston 1 ” asked half-a-dozen 
of the fags.

“ Right, oh ! Now ‘ Dicky Bird,’ hop up to the 
front, and trot out your list.” .

Thurston wasn’t shy, and rather fancied his 
bleat, so he said “ Oh ! I don’t mind at all.”

“  We thought you wouldn’t,” said the chairman; 
winking.

“ What do you say to ‘ Alice, where art thou < | 
“  We don’t fancy your shouting five minutes 'or 

her at all. Next please.”
“ ‘ Only to see her face again,’ then?”
“ Whose ?” said Sharpe, irreverently.

f 1
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“ Why, the girl’s the fellow is singing about,” 
faid Tliur-’ton, hotly.

“ Oh! you’ll sec her the day after to-morrow, 
Dicky bird, so don’t you fret about that now. Do 
you know 'My first cigar’ ?” _

“ Do you mean the one that sent you to hospi
tal, Griimny ?'’ - •

“ Xo I don’t. None of your cheek. I'm chair
man. I mean the one Corney Drain used to sing.” 

“ Yes.”
“ Well, you sing that and you'll make the fel

lows die with laughing. And mind you illustrate 
it with plenty of life-like pantomime, do you
hear'” _

“ Carried, nem. coat.,” shouted all the fags with 
enthusiasm.“ Hear, hear, Griinmy ! ”

“ So that’s settled for you, and if you get an 
encore, Dicky Bird, you can trot ‘ A lice’ out if 
you like.”

“ Which of the fellows have we to invite out of 
the eleven to help us?”

“ Acton,” was the universal yell.
“ We’ll see him, then, to-night.”
“ Three cheers for Acton,” said someone, and 

the roof echoed.
“ Well, we’re getting on, and I say, you chaps, I 

have an idea.”
“ Hear, hear!” said Cherry, acidly, “ Grimmy 

has an idea.”
“ A grand idea, Fruity. Y’our epilogue isn’t 

ie it.”
“ What is it, Grim ?”
“ We’ll have a boxing competition open to St. 

Amory’s juniors only. Rogers should pull that 
off, eh?”

“ Rather,” said they all. “ One more feather in 
Biffen’s cap.”

“ But, Grimmy,” said Rogers, “ I don’t last, you 
know.”

’Ah!” said the chairman, brilliantly, “ we’ll 
only have one two-minutes’ round each draw. It
>̂11 go by points. Y ou’re safe as a house, my pet. 

really.”

. ^ o ’U be judge about points? I propose you, 
"™>” ^'d Rogers, with intent.

Thanks, old cock, but I really couldn’t do the 
onourable if you were ‘ rocky ’ in the last rounds, 
ell ask Carr to see us through that part You’ll 
(ia,l right, I tell you.”
“ cl/10 8 t0 accompany on the P and 0 1 ” 
u j * Brown must see to th a t! ” 

propose Brown key-thumper.” 
u 1 second that.”

Carried,” said the chair, smartly.
say,” said Grim, “ I propose myself stage 

aager. pm the on]y fejiow wh0 knows a 
“ ‘ Porth about it.”

“ A ha'porth is an awful lot; besides, a chairman 
can’t propose himself,” said Cherry, revengefully.

“ I second the chairman’s proposal,” said Wilson, , 
backing up his chum.

“ Carried nem. con.”
“ No I ’m hanged if it w as!” said Cherry. 

“ You’re a fraud, Gritnmy.”
“ All right now, you chaps, the meeting is over. 

Wilson and I will go up to Acton, and see what 
he’ll do for us, and then we’ll rough out a swagger 
programme.” *

The two worthies, Grim and Wilson, sallied out, 
and, after seeing Acton, began to get out their 
programme. Here it is

BIFFEN’S JUNIORS’ CONCERT.
Ccck House, December, 1898.

11) Epilogue.
B. A . M . Cherry.

12) Poem on the subject of Cock House.
B. Shaiu'k.

(3) Bar Act.
(4) First Round Junior Boxing Competition.

P rince R cnjit M ehtah and R am S ingh.

(5) Song. “  M y First Cigar.” 
R. E. T hurston.

(0) P ianoforte Solo—
“  Oh ! listen to the hand.” 

0 . B rown.

C) Second Round Boxing.

<«) Song. “ Jim .’’
J. A cton, E sq.

(9) Third and Concluding Rounds Boxing.

(10) Song. “  Well, suppose you did ? ” 
R . E , T hurston.

God Save the Queen.

A ccompanist - - - O. E. B rown.
Trinity College (by Examination.)

Stage M anager - - - W . E. G rim.

N .B .—The Manager begs to state that there 
will be no Latin or classical allusions throughout 
the evening. No waits. No charge for pro
grammes. No antediluvian jokes.

This was printed on paper blushing pink— 
Biffen’s colours—and Grim and Wilson, when they 
got the advance proof last thing on Satifrday 
night, almost embraced in their jubilation. There 
was such a swagger look about the “ N.B.” 

Meanwhile B. A. M. Cherry had consulted his 
dictionary, and therein found that an “ epilogue ” 
was defined as “ a concluding speech in an oration 
or play.” He broke into a cold sweat of horror. 
That was an epilogue, then ! Where could he find 
one ? What would be the good of one if he did 
find it ? And supposing he had one and could 
recite it, it was at the wrong end of the programme 
— the programme which had already been printed 
in such liot haste ? It  was too la'e to tell Grim
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who would have instantly summoned all the 
strength of Biffen’s to scrag him. The wretched 
Cherry shuddered at his awful plight.

Nothing could he do or dare he do. In despera
tion he determined to fall ill on the concert night. 
I). A. M. Cherry hadn’t the heroic soul, and when 
Grim asked him cheerfully how the epilogue was 
going on, he said “ spiffing’’ in the tone of a 
martyr at the stake.

On the Monday Grim scuttled about all day—  
now on the stage, listening to Thurston going over 
his songs with Brown, now getting entries for his 
boxing competition, now encouraging Sharpe who 
was in the throes of composition, and now criticiz
ing the Dervishes with much force. Acton put in 
an appearance in the concert room, and gave Brown 
the accompaniment to “ J im ” ; and, after hearing 
him play it through, went and read his novel the 
rest of his spare time.

A t 7.30 the juniors of St. Amory’s began to stroll 
in, Biffcn’s lot collaring the front seats as per 
custom. The programmes were distributed to 
each one as he came in, and created no end of 
sensation, and W. E. Grim was allowed to have 
come out very strong in the programme line. St. 
Amory’s fags did not spot anything wrong about 
item one, but tbc older fellows chuckled a little 
and said “ the manager was a funny ass.” This 
opinion was instantly conveyed to Grim by one of 
his cronies and made that young gentleman think 
himself no end of a sly dog.

Punctually to the minute Grim rang his bell, 
and, darting into the dressing-room, said : “ Now, 
Cherry, come along with your epilogue. They’re 
all waiting. Where is that ass?”

“ Cherry has not turned up yet, Grim.” 
“ W hat?” lie said in horror.
“ Not turned up y e t ! ”
“ I’ll go and fetch the beggar at once.”
Grim darted out of the room, tore along the 

street, and was hammering at Cherry’s door within 
the minute.

“ Fruity, hurry up, they’re all waiting.”
“ I’m not well, Grim.”
“ W hat?”
“ I’m not well— I’in in bed.”
“ You miserable b e a st!” shouted Grim. “ I’ll 

massacre you. You’ll make us the laughing stock 
of the whole school. Get up, man. Be a man.”

“ I’m ill,” moaned Cherry from within.
“ You miserable beast! You’ll be dead to

morrow.” He shook the door violently, but 
Cherry was not quite the utter fool Grim took 
him for, for he had locked the door. Grim stood 
outside on the corridor for some seconds, petrified 
with rage and digust, and then flew like a mad
man back to the concert room. He cannoned up 
against someone leisurely strolling up to the

dressing room, and was darting on again 
apology. A hand gently closed upon his coll# 
and pulled him back.

“ Hallo, young shaver ! Little boys used to
apologise when they-----Why, it’s Grim 1 ty'lut
in the name-----”

Grim, almost blubbing with anger and sham* 
poured out his tale, and Acton listened with aj 
amused smile. “ Sheer funk, Grim. Well,gooo, 
and tell ’em their Cherry has rotted, but that II 
come and tell ’em a little tale instead.”

Grim would have embraced Acton if he’d beta 
a little taller, but he gurgled, “ Acton, you art 1 
brick,” and darted on to the stage.

He was received with deafetfing cheers, aid 
shrieks of “ No w aits!” “ Manager!” “ Don’t 
hurry, G rim !” “ We’ll send out for supper!’ 
“ We want Cherry !” “ Go off,” etc.

When Grim could get a word in he panted 
“ Gentlemen, I am sorry to say B. A. M. Cherrj 
is indisposed and cannot favour you with tie 
epilogue.”

“ Funked i t ! ” roared all the delighted juniors,
“ He says he is unwell,” said Grim, anger get

ting the better of him, “ but he’ll be a jolly sight 
worse in the morning.”

There was a hurricane of thunderous cheers at 
this sally, but Grim managed to shout above the 
laughing, “ I have great pleasure in announcinj 
that John Acton, Esq., will take Fruity’s—I mean 
Cherry’s—-place and tell you a little tale; even 
Corker fags will understand it,” added Grim, 
viciously. ,

Acton came on and received his hearty welcome 
with easy good nature. He plunged right into 
his contribution : “ A London cabby’s account of 
his different fares”— from the double-superfine 
gilt-edged individual to the fat d d  dowugerwho 
will have the parrot inside with her. Acton gate 
it perfectly. Grim, who had his ears glued to tie 
exit door, vowed he could almost hear the swell 
drop his eyeglass. .

.Sharpe stepped on to the stage amid the polite 
attentions of his natural enemies. “ Be a mao. 
Sharpe.” “ Don’t cry.” “ You’ll see mamma 
soon.” “ Speak up.” “ He did it all alone, 
remember.” “ No help.” “ Oh, dear no ! ”

When on the txisoni of the sleeping pool.
That's shaded o ’er by trees in greenest dress.
C]K>n its breast of snow its gera of gold
The water lily swims------

The juniors howled with dismay at this com
mencement, and Corker juniors instantly be?” 
to keep time to Sharpe’s delivery in the or?” 
grinder’s fashion. But Sharpe toiled remorsele®f 
on. He compared Biffen’s house to a water W 
growing in a muddy pond and again as a PhcemJ 
risen from the ashes, and he gave us,
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circumstantial details, every round of the footer 
housers, tin'll- two eleven caps, and the Perry 
Exhibition, and darkly hinted at Acton’s exclu
sion from the eleven. _

H e  w o u n d  up his awful farrago in one glorious 
burst of solemn fury . ,

And even l aie girds on her sword, and her right arm she\s thunders tu the icy pole the glorious name of 
‘ l!itf nil’s.

When Sharpe finally made his bow, according 
to the invariable custom, every junior except a 
liiffenite imitated with rare fidelity the mixed 
sensations of channel passengers after a stormy 
passage.

No mistake about it, Biffen s had a fag who 
could sing. Thurston’s “ My First Cigar” only 
lacked one thing— it should have lasted a little 
longer to suit the audience.

She called it an Intimldad,
It had spots of a yellowish hue,

She said the l>est brands always had,
And I firmly believed it was true.

A good number of the fellows knew “ The 
Soldiers in the Park,” amt Brown hammered it 
out in a good old breezy style.

As he was racing home, and the jolly chorus 
was crashing out of the piano, one fag started 
“ Oil, listen to the band !”

Instantly the whole school, juniors and seniors
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Sharpe, cheered to the echo by the Biffenites on 
the front row, went proudly off.

The Dervishes were received with enthusiasm, 
and went through their performance to the shouts 
of “ Well wriggled Java!” “  Why don’t yon oil 1 ”

Do it again —  orang-outang!” They amiably 
smiled acknowledgments as they backed away.

t hen I myself stepped on to the stage, prepared 
0 judge t lie two-minutes’ rounds. Grim had 

'' "Plied np sixteen fags, each willing to do battle 
or the honour of his house. The rounds pro- 
e e(* to the accompaniment of car-splitting 

®"couragonicnt, and I had the satisfaction of 
"owing that not a solitary one of the defeated
"iocs thought lie had really been beaten onP"in*av«l. iii. 17

ns well, joined in the chorus, keeping time with 
their feet.

Oli, listen to the band !
W ho doesn't love to hnrk 

T o the shout of '* Hern they come ! "
And the banging of the drum—

Oh. listen to the soldiers in the park.

When the dust had settled, everyone acknow
ledged that Biffen’s concert was going with a 
bang. I am not going to bore you with a longer 
account of Biffen’s concert. Thurston sang “ Alice, 
where art thou ?” the fellows telling him between 
the verses that “ She wasn't going to come,” 
“ Spoony song3 barred,” etc., and Bogers carried' 
off the fags’ boxing competition with a big rush 
in the final round, and Biffen’s crew howled with 
delight.



1 6 6 THE CAPTAIN-.Finally the bell rang for Acton’s song. Brown rattled through the preliminary bars, and the song commenced. The singer held himself slightly forward, in a rather stiff and awkward fashion, and his eyes were staring intently into vacancy. There was not the shadow of a shade of any expression in his face. A  feeling of pity for Acton was the universal sensation when the first words fell from his lips. Acton iiad not the ghost of a singing voice, and the school shuddered at the awful exhibition. There was an icy silence, but Acton croaked remorselessly on. This is the song
Jim and I as children played together,

Best of chums for many yeare were we ;
I had no luck—was, alas ! a Jonah ;

Jim, my chum, was lucky as could Ire.
Oh, lucky Jim ! How I envied him !

Years rolled by, and death took Jim away, Ixiys, 
Left his wido\v, and she married me; "

Now we’re married oft I think of Jim, boys, 
Sleeping in that churchyard by the sea.

Oh, lucky Jim ! How I envy him !As the words followed on there was a suggestion of oddity in that awful voice singing a comic song, and there were a few suppressed laughs at the idea. As the song progressed, the utter dreary weariness of the voice, and the rather funny words, compelled the fellows to laugh in uncontrollable bursts, but still Acton never turned a hair. \\ hen he arrived at the churchyard lines there was one universal howl of delight. Brown stopped dead at the end of the second last line, and Acton stopped dead too. Instantly all the fellows became as mute as fish. The singer straightened himself up, looked round the room with a mocking smile while one might count a dozen, and then winked to Brown, who recommenced softly on the piano. Then Acton sany siowly and deliberately — sang with a voice as clear and as tunable as a silver bell :—
Oli, lucky Jim ! How I envy him !His croak was a pretence—he had hoaxed us all ! Before we recovered from our stupefaction he had vanished. The school clamoured for his return, but though they cheered for three minutes on end Acton did not reappear, and Brown struck

up “ God save the Queen ! ” Bitfen’s concert was at an end ! .Grim held a five minutes’ meeting among jig Biffenites before bed.“ There’s never been a fellow like Acton in St, Amory’s. He goes away at nine to-morrow. Ths Great Midland are going to stop their expressto pick up St. Amory fellows, and Acton goes up to his place by that. I  vote we all go in a body to the station and cheer him off. We keep it dart, of course.” This staccato oration was agreed to with acclamation, and Biffenites went to b« happy.On the morrow Acton strolled into the station and espied the Biffenites, who were scattered up and down the platform with careful carelessness The train came in, and at once the juniors crowds 
en masse round the carriage in which Acton k  secured a corner seat, and stood talking to Grim, who was in fine feather.A t  that very moment Phil. Bourne and yonug Ja ck  Bourne bustled into the station. An idea struck Rogers, and he said to all his chum “  Here’s Bourne, you fellows ; let him know we sec him.”The fags were delighted, and when Bourne entered the carriage next Acton’s there was a long- drawn-out hoot for his especial benefit.“ Another,” said Rogers,'whereat more soulfu groans.“ The last,” said Rogers, and Bourne took hu seat to a chorus of hisses and tortured howls H e smiled a little and opened his paper, while the people in the carriage looked curiously at him.The guard’s whistle went and Acton sprang in “  Good bye.”As the train moved, Grim  said, “ Three che’R for Acton ! ”“ Hip, hip, hurrah ! Hip, hip, hurrah l ”“ A  groan for Bourne l ” Acton smiled good naturedly to his henchmen. As he glided past he said to himself softly, “ And yet I have not quite hoed all my row out either. Bourne. Wait, ml friend, wait ! ”



. WHAT WE THINK OF BOYS.
B y  T w o  G i r l s .

I.
Boys are brutes ! T h is , dear people, is not a 

rash conclusionf unconsidered, but the outcome of years of thought and practical knowledge on the subject. It is not often a girl is seen teasing or tormenting some pet, or other innocent 
creature which has strayed across her path, and yet a boy is seldom happier than when indulging in some such “  sport.” (?)But, to be just {girls  are always just), much of this needless cruelty, such as bird-nesting, is the result of want o f  thought, m o re  than of feeling, and when hoys do think (w h i c h, alas 1 is seldom), they are occasionally v e r y  considerate a n d  gentle.A n o t h e r  of a girl’ s superiorities to a boy is her quickness of perception. The average girl would see in ten minutes what the average boy would take half-an-hour at least to penetrate, and then his  discoveries would amount to very lit t le  o r  
n o thin g  a t  a l l ,  whilst her s  would probably he a concise detailment of the whole thing.So our natural conclusion is, that boys, as a rule, are dense. O f course, 
they cannot always help themselves, poor creatures, Providence not having endowed them with the finer nature which is a girls birthright; and, I  may add, it is the possession of this finer nature which makes a boy

BOTS AKE BKtrTFS! This, DEAR

decide that a girl is here employed) (to use the slang term in plainera “ funk,” or, language “ a coward.”A boy has the advantage o f a girl in physical •length, and consequently is able to indulge in ancG sPorl- ”  than a girl. H e  is very cheerful, in most cases generous ; can often be relied wh 1* one out ° f  a scrape, and on the0e is of such kind that we girls (however

much we may look down on him at times, and in spite o f all his drawbacks), would, in the long run, find it hard to do without, and probably have longer fits o f the “ dum ps,” and “ nerves” (in which that teasing brother proves such an efficient physician), than we have at present.
__ Jen nie  C laspek.I I .

B oys are horribly selfish about their games. A  girl may have got hold o f a ripping book, and just have got comfortably settled down to read, when up comes a brother and says, “ Oh, do come and play with us.” “  I can’t ; I  want to read, you might let me alone.” Then, after a good bit of coaxing, the boy says, “  Very well, then, p, don’t ! ” and the girl gives in. I f  one|A\ of us said that to a boy, he would take™\ her at her word, and go off, or say,“  N o, I don’t intend to,” but, somehow, 'A  we girls give in because they tell us not to. We are queer at times !I f  girls are obstinate, boys take a jolly good share of laziness. Boys in general c o n s id e r  themselves lords of creation, and don’t think anything of letting girls do work that they ought to do for themselves.B o y s ’ ta s te  is a n o th e r  of their peculiarities. One Christmas, when I was a b o u t  fo u r teen, the boys gave 
people, i s  not a rnsh conclusion. rue a c a rd b o a r ddoll’s house. How’s that for good taste for a present to a fourteen- year-old girl ? I  thanked them for it, and in a few days sent it across to one o f Dr. Barnardo’s Homes.O f  course, this all applies strictly to hoys, not very big boys who are almost men.After all, it is really so nice having brothers to play with, and go out with. 'The world would be very stale to live in if there were only females in it, and I suppose boys really feel the same about us girls.

F i.orrie M cC allum .
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There’s nothing

said the owl, thoughtfully. “  I can’t explain it, but there it is. W e’ve tried barns and barns, but we always come back here to nest in the end. There seems to be something about a fowl-yard that sticks its claws into you and won’t let go when once you hare lived in it. I can’t sit easy without some fowls to reflect on. really great about a fowl either; they don’t hold tight e n o u g h  to . things. They haven’t the humour o f a duck, except by fits and starts: they don’t take a real pride in mud, like a pig, and even when they sit out in the sun you can see with both eyes shut that they wish it was winter. They are inquisitive, too, but it doesn’t grip them in the way it grips a jay— let alone a man— and they won’t thieve for the honour o f the thing, like a jackdaw. You might think by the clatter they make that t h e y  w o u l d  be d e a d  on fighting, but it never lasts with most o f them. T h ey  get tired half-way, just like a grown-up cat playing with a man.“  N o, they haven’t any strong scent, that’s a f a c t ; but for genuine all-roundness you can’t beat them. It isn’t safe to say there’s anything a hen won’t do, if it happens to get into her head— even swimming. They don’t spread themselves out to be philosophical in an ordinary wav, but I ’ve seen an old cock stand on one Ie0 ,n j  think o f the wickedness o f things till his

T H E Y  WON’T  T m T .V r .  FOR TH E  HONOUR 
OF TUF. TH IN G , L IK E  A JACKDAW."

comb turned blue. Yes, the fowl is the most all-round animal I ever reflected on. There's always something to be learned from a fowl, arc you may be sure that what a fowl teaches you is going to apply somewhere else and clear the sky no end“  Now, there’s that new hen they’ve put in the cage opposite. It just shows you how care less you can be in keeping the roost dry. those other hens had half a mouse’s tail a common sense they would see that she’s likely to turn out a pecker when she has settled down, but not they—they're all going to take feathers out o f her to start with, aw they’ll get it back pretty hot presently. That hen’s counting every peck she gets, arc doubling them to pay bad when she has got the measurement of the pen. I've seen dogs who could learn something out o f that. But dogi won’t come here to learn They w il l  go hanging on the p e rc h e s  o f  m en Strange how' a dog will forage fori man 1 I can’t see anythin? in them, compared with fowls, anyway. Theres a man that nests up in the red brick bam yonder— he can’t think of anything at all to do. so he just comes down here, and puffs smoke out of his mouth to show off before the foffb Last week he came with a stick, and made lim{ holes in the ground to put green stuff in ; growing all right before in another place, ot>|they like to see them in straight rows. Wellthere’s a hen in that lot that goes mad "b31 she sees a straight row ; and, o f course, she wd*
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j  made a hole in the pen, and scratched all 'lie straight rows up. H e might have known. She has done it before. But he only patches up the pen, and starts again. Ju st as if  you could keep a fowl in a pen if it wanted to get out. He shouldn’t make straight rows —■ the hen 
wouldn't mind then.“ But they’re all just as unreasonable. There’s one of them that comes and takes away the fowls’ eggs every day. She has been doing it 
f o r  years, and she doesn’t realise yet that taking the eggs away won’t stop the fowls from laying. 
Besides, what is a fowl for, except chickens? You could get other things to eat the corn just as well.“ No, you can’t learn anything from men. Hive me fowls ! I like to see them in a reflective mood, when they look up here, and wonder what I ’m doing without the •f,’ and then they go and sit with their heads on one side, and try to make believe

u TUr.Y EVEN TItY  T H E  MAN'S SMOKE-PUFFING THINGS 
WHEN HE LEAVES TH EM  ABOUT.’*they’re owls too. just to see what it feels like. I  never knew such creatures for wanting to know what things feel like. I ’ve seen one put her •x:ak in a rat-trap —and leave it there. They even try the man’s smoke-puffing things, when he leaves them about, but they taste vulgar, from what the fowls say.“ Of course, I ’m not saying that all fowls have tlu- same gifts. There wouldn’t be much gained hy reflecting on them if  they had. Fact ■ N that:- one of the things I reflect on m ost-- we diflerence between fowls and fowls. There arc -TO11i' fowls good at laying eggs, and others g<»d at breaking them. Some are peckers, and others are not. I t ’s nothing to do with size, pecking isn't. Either you are born feeling you can peck, or you aren’t. And it’s just the same '''m getting out of those pens. Some fowls are m to get out o f pens.I here s a white hen there that gets out of

a pen as easily as a cat turns corners. She can’t help herself. She’s cute, too. T o  see her when the man is about you might think that she hadn’t a notion o f getting out o f a pen. Sh e just sticks her neck t h r o u g h  the wire and flurries r o u n d  like a blackbird, but the m o m e n t  t he  man goes she walks through the slit by the door. And yet that hen is a f o o l .  W h e n  she’s once out she gets caught in half a frog’s '
j U m p. A  ll d „ WHAT IS A pow i, Fo n , k x c f .p t  there’s another c h i c k k x r ?-*speckledy henthat can’t remember the way out for days together, hut when she does get out she doesn’t go in again until she w ants to.“  It almost quite awakps you to see the man thinking he can catch that speckledy hen. H e  runs up and down on his own straight rows, for all the world like a cat playing «ith leaves on a windy day, and then he goes straight into a tree, and says loud things, and knocks all the fruit o ff .. T hen he starts scratching dirt at the hen, and it hits the trees, and goes in his eyes. So he sits dowrn and thinks;  and then he goes to get corn, and fills the pen with it, and opens the door for the speckledy hen, and, o f course,

“ op romsn, ALL THE OTHER FOWLS GET OUT. TH A T’S 
JUST A MAN A LL  OVER.”all the other fowls get out. T hat’s just a man all over. H e  never seems to think o f things like ordinary animals.”
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SWAS eighteen when I left school, and I 
may as well mention at once that I was not 
a bright and shining light at that institution, 

but I humbly entered the office of a distant rela
tive of mine who had just gone into trade—  
tinned fruit and vegetables.

I had in this office one fellow clerk, a sort of 
overgrown office boy, called Thomas. This 
young gentleman soon imparted to me, with an 
air of some importance, the fact that his uncle 
was the “ heavy lead” at a certain popular 
theatre in the East End.

Let me hasten to explain to the uninitiated 
that the “ heavy lead” is usually the villain of 
the piece, the real murderer, you know— the 
one who steals the heroine’s child in the second 
act.

The stage was Thomas’ one topic of conver
sation, and I was not surprised when one day

he announced his intention of resigning his 
situation and “ walking on ” at the Sensation 
Theatre as a “  wedding guest ” or a “ happy 
villager ” in the drama in which his unde 
was then pursuing an unusually diabolical 
career. Horror's o f Prime; or, The Thirst 

for Blood, was something like the double 
title of this piece, and those who hoped for 
much from that title were in no wise disap
pointed.

It had dawned upon me that the sale of 
Peter’s Potted Peas was not sufficient to 
warrant the retention of clerks for any length 

of time, and so I w'as not surprised to be told, a 
week after Thomas’ departure, that there was no 
longer need for my services.

My six weeks’ experience in an office where! 
did nothing was not much help to me in 
securing another situation, and there followed 
weeks of anxiety and of the fruitless answering 
of advertisements, until one day I remembered 
Thomas, and wondered if he were still doing 
“ thinking parts” at the Sensation.

“ He might get me a similar engagement 
Why not? It would be a living, and many 
great actors had begun so.” And with this 
some of my old aspirations revived. .

That night I went to the pit of the Sensation 
As I entered the theatre the first act was w 
progress, and I was relieved and pleased to s« 
Thomas as a sentinel stalking up and clown the 
stage, apparently blissfully unconscious of the
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standing in the wings. Mu was delighted to sec 
me, until I stated my object, when he became 
gravely patronising.

“ You see,” he said, judicially, “ you novices, 
you expect to walk on to the stage at once, 
without having gone ‘ through the mill,’ ” (This 
was his third week I discovered). “ But I ’ll see 
what can be done. I have a part in the piece 
we are rehearsing, and I expect they will want 
another ‘ extra gentleman 5 in my place. There’s 

* my cue— w ait! ” And he 
stalked on to the moonlit 
scene to harass the heroine 
(now in rags and dying of 
hunger, despite the pork 
pie), and returned in a few 
moments.

“ C o m e  and see the 
boss,” he said. And the 
boss I saw, who, after ask
ing a few questions and 
making me sing a scale, 
engaged me for small parts 
at the large salary of twenty- 
five shillings a week.

I was an actor I The 
piece was then in rehearsal, 
and it was a thrilling mili
tary drama. I made my 
first appearance as one of 
four gibbering French cooks 

. on board a British man of 
■ war. We sang a quartette 

'  to the assembled company, 
and the refra in  to th is  
choice musical morsel was

in i '. VH.I.AIX axi> xhf. ixrrrtF.n ueroine.

shrieks of the injured heroine and the hissed 
threats of the villain, who were “  having it out ” 
under his very nose.

After the commencement of the second act 
1 went round to the stage door, and, as Thomas’ 
name was the same as that of his “  heavy ” 
nncle, I was permitted to pass through.

After having tumbled down a flight of dark 
stairs, I found myself on the stage and “ behind 
me scenes”— that place of mystery I had so 
often yearned to explore. They were shifting a 
*ene as I arrived, much to the discomfort of 
' L‘ " leading lady,” who was regaling herself 
">th half a pork pie and some liquid refresh
ment out of a pewter pot (a few minutes pre
viously I had seen her in a pale pink satin tea 
gown grovelling on the carpet moaning: “ My 
nee-fid, my chee-ild ’ Cruel one, where is my

a series of hair-breadth escapes, I suc- 
ee ed in finding Thomas (now a policeman)

“ Cookie, keep de k e tt le  
on de boil,” and to it I 

played an imaginary accompaniment upon a 
banjo without any strings.

In the next act I was discovered as a civilian 
gentleman, conversing at a window with the 
colonel of a Highland regiment. The colonel 
points out his only son— a little boy— and re
marks thab he hopes to see him lead a regiment 
some day. Whereupon I had to slap the colonel 
affectionately on the back and say, “  Yes, as 
bravely as his father did before him ” —  the 
gentle slap to take place on the word father.

I was not a success in this act on the first 
performance. I had been assured repeatedly 
that if I did not speak up more than I did at 
rehearsals I should not be heard. Now, I was 
determined to be heard; so when I got the cue 
for my one line, I shrieked it out angrily at the 
top of my voice, and on the word “ before,” not 
“  father,” 1 dealt the colonel— a mild, asthmatic 
old gentleman— a sounding smack between the 
shoulders, sending him coughing and spluttering
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into the centre of the stage. Ydu can imagine that 
the effect of this rendering of the line was not 
that originally designed by the author, and the 
manager afterwards made remarks —  remarks 
which you would not understand even if I were 
to write them down, but the word “ amachewer ” 
recurred in them with what I thought was vin
dictive persistency.

I remained at this theatre and in this play for 
two months, after which I went on a three 
months’ tour with the same company at an 
increased salary, a larger part, and as under
study to the “ juvenile lead,” the hero of the 
piece. Put was I playing the noble hero at 
the end of the tour? N o; truth compels me 
to relate that after some weeks I was playing 
the part of a tipsy old Irish 
woman who sold fish— fried.

I had a quick memory, and 
offered to take this part one 
night when sudden indis
p o sitio n  re n d e re d  the 
original exponent unable to 
proceed, and caused her to 
le a ve  th e company. She 
h a d  b een , in fa c t, too 
thorough and conscientious 
an artiste. She felt her part 
too much.

To certain audiences the 
mirth-promoting p ow er of 
food, especially w hen m al
treated, is extraordinary, and 
only equalled by the specta
cle of hopeless intoxication; 
but both combined------! ‘

I was considered amus
ing in this part, and there 
were roars of laughter every 
time I appeared— with fish.

It would take too long to 
enumerate the varied experi
ences of those three months.
The makeshifts, the hunting at all hours for 
lodgings in strange towns, the feuds *and in
ternal strifes and jealousies in the company 
itself. All these were strange and new to me 
at first, and soon ceased to be amusing—  
though always interesting, and sometimes 
educational. The face of every member of 
that company is stamped upon my memory.
A  good-natured lot of Bohemians— kind and 
generous to each other in spite of their 
squabbles !

One thing which befel me at this time I 
must relate. Once we went to a small town 
in the Midlands which I knew well, for near 
it was the home of t\\V of my school-fellows, 
and I had spent m any jo l ly  days there

with them. The holidays were on, bull 
never for a moment expected my friends to 
patronise the theatre when a “ shocker ” such 
as ours was being performed. Judge, then 
of my horror, on looking through a hole (1 
should say, one of the holes) in the. cur 
tain, at seeing not only the two fellows in a 
dingy box, but, oh ! cruellest blow of all, their 
sister also. Yes, she to whom I had con 
fessed my aspirations and hopes of fame, and to 
whom I had imparted my idea as to how the 
Prince of Denmark’s famous lines should be 
delivered, and now— now— she was to see nie 
interpret the doubtful humours of an inebriated 
old Irish fish woman, and fried  fish at that: 
Wild thoughts of being seized with a serious

s ill! WAS TO RFF ME INTERPRET THE DOURTFUT. HrMOfltS 
OF AX INEBRIATED OED IRISH FISH WOMAN.
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illness, or dropping down in a fit, flashed across 
my mind; but, alas ! I was not a good enough 
actor for that. No, I must go on, and on I 
went.

Never was Bridget Macmurphy in such a 
hopelesslv sad state as she was that night. 1 
did not dare look up at that box, but trusted 
to my make-up and costume to conceal my 
identity, remembering with relief that my own 
name was not on the programme. When the 
curtain fell on the first act I rushed to my 
peep-hole and looked again. The box was 
empty. _ _

I was not surprised, for the first act included 
the bombardment of Alexandria, also several 
battles on land and sea, and this, combined 
with the vagaries of Bridget, would quite ex
plain their flight. Had 
they recognised me ?
I don’t know. I have 
often met them since 
but have never asked 
What do you think 
about it ?

This tour finished 
in London, and for 
three weeks I was a 
constant visitor at 
theatrical a g e n c ie s  
and stage doors, until 
to my joy (and sur
prise) I was engaged 
to play a p rin cip a l 
part in a fa rc ica l 
comedy, which was 
to tour the smaller 
seaside towns. I have 
a strong suspicion  
that I was chosen for 
this part on account 
of the superiority of
my wardrobe ; but, putting this disagreeable re
flection aside, I was relieved, for my scanty 
savings were almost at an end, and, after paying 
my fare to Herne Bay, where we opened, I 
should have very few shillings left.

We all duly met at Charing Cross Station. 
The manager (in a frock coat and straw hat)—  
after much altercation with various members of 
me company who could not, and some who 
would not, pay their fares— got us all aboard, 
and ofi we went. I made friends with a dis
consolate looking youth, who, I discovered, had 
paid a premium of ^ 5  for the privilege of 
playing servants and general “  utility ” parts.

FIVE THREEPENNY PIECES

young man, whose name on the bills was-p j  * b  *«*t*lJj n U U 3 C  l l d l l l C  U U  LI 1C U tllo  n d o
p l- ^ ontgomerie, but who asked me to 

a him Alf, secured a room in the house where 
1 lodged ”  -<n Herne Bay.

Vol. iii.—13

After a few inefficient rehearsals, we opened, 
and played for a week to what appeared to be 
fairly large audiences, considering the size of 
the place.

On the Thursday of this week, my friend A lf 
and I discovered that we had come to within 
one shilling of the end of our combined re
sources, so I determined to ask our manager 
to advance me part of my salary.

“  Never do it, my boy, never do it on prin
ciple,” he said. So I returned crestfallen. We 
managed, by extreme economy, to exist upon two 
pots of compressed chicken and tongue (four- 
pence - halfpenny per pot) with bread until 
Saturday, when, with a light and hopeful heart, 
I went to the theatre to receive my salary.

“ Good morning,” said the manager very
sadly, in answer to 
my cheerful saluta
tion. “  You know,” 
he said, “  we have 
done shocking bad 
biz. here. Great dis
appointment. Y o u  
are no good in your 
part,” he w ent on. 
“  Nothing like it, my 
b o y  —  n o g o ,  n o 
d a s h . ”  A n d  h e  
heaved a great sigh 
and shook his head.

I murmured my re
grets, and wished he 
would pay me, and 
let me go.

“ I must tell you,” 
he resumed, “  I can’t 
pay fu l l  salaries this 
week if the tour is 
to go on. We have 
taken practically no 

money, and had to fill the house with ‘ paper.’ ”
“ Oh, all right,” I said. “ Give me.what you 

can.”
“ That’s the style,” said he. “ If we are to 

get on we must all stick together. Esprit de 
corps, my boy ; esprit de corps.” And he placed 
in my hand —five threepenny pieces l  I looked at 
them and was struck dumb.

Five threepenny pieces! I remember wonder
ing vaguely, as I stumbled out of the office, why 
there were five and why they were threepenny 
pieces.

I went into a confectioner’s and recklessly 
spent two of those coins, for I was very hungry. 
On leaving the shop I met Mr. Rudolph Mont
gomerie ; he had a very white face and a dejected 
mien. I saw at once he had been to treasury, 
and it needed no great calculation on my part



174 T H E  C A P T A I N .\

to conclude that, as he was pretty far down on 
the salary list, there was no piece of money in 
the British coinage sufficiently small to meet his 
case. We “ blewed ” the remaining ninepence 
there and then, and went to our landlady and 
made a clean breast of the state of our affairs to 
her. That lady was not surprised. With a 
glance at my watch-chain she merely remarked 
that Whitstable was within walking distance, 
and there was, she believed, a pawnbroker’s 
there. • Acting on this delicate suggestion, we at 
once set out to walk to Whitstable. It was not 
a very long walk, and we consoled ourselves 
with the assurance that we should return by 
rail, after having had a good square meal.

Alas ! on arriving at our destination we were 
informed by an amiable policeman that there 
was no “ uncle ” in Whitstable. We tried some 
jewellers, but they declined to oblige us in the 
manner we wished.

Back we trudged to Herne Bay.
Our landlady then assured us that there was 

a pawnbroker in Canterbury, and again we set 
out on our quest. This time she was right, and 
we returned by rail minus our jewellery, but with 
sufficient money to discharge our just debts.

Broadstairs was the next place on our list, and 
when I first heard we were to visit this town I 
recollected vaguely that I had lately had if  
mentioned to me, but in what connection or by 
whom I could not for the moment recall.

On Monday morning we met the rest of the 
company in various stages of indignation, and 
journeyed to Broadstairs, whither our manager 
was to have preceded us. On assembling at the 
hall, we were told that no manager had arrived 
there— and, in fact, he never did arrive there—  
and we were “ left lamenting.” Notwithstanding 
this blow we played here for two nights; but, as 
on the second night we played “ to the gas,” 
we disbanded on the Wednesday morning, and 
in a few hours Alf, and I, and the principal 
comedian were the only three members remain 
ing in Broadstairs. We remained because we 
had not the wherewithal to pay our fares, and 
even our wardrobes, excepting what we wore, 
had gone the way of our jewellery.

I had one remaining possession —  a banjo 
— seeing which the “  low comedy ” gentleman 
suggested that we should blacken our faces and 
give entertainments on the sands, in order to 
raise sufficient money for our journey to London,

This proposition we carried out. I knew 
several songs, which were by way of being comic, 
whilst A lf had an astounding repertoire of the 
most doleful and dirge-like ditties it has ever 
been my lot to hear. The titles of some of 
them will give an idea of the depressing nature 
of their sentiments: “ Don’t put my Father’s

Picture up for Sale.” “  Ring the Bell gently 
there’s Crape on the Door,” was another; and 
last, and most harrowing of all, was a ballad c( 
some- length, entitled, “  Don’t Pawn our dear 
dead Mother’s old Jet Brooch.” The corriedian 
for hfc contribution did a step dance on a little 
kind of baking-board, and these items comprised 
our entertainment. When we had finished this 
sorry performance, I went round the scant)' 
crowd ; collecting the rewards of our labours in 
a little china mug, with “  For A n n ie” on it in 
damaged forget-me-nots, and which we had 
borrowed from among the ornaments on our 
landlady’s mantelpiece. I had read in the news
papers of large sums being* earned by seaside 
musicians, but on counting the results of this, 
our first attempt, I came to the conclusion that 
this line of business was very much over-rated. 
However, I was not surprised when I thought 
of my sad attempts at humour, and of AlPs 
dismal lamenting concerning the fate of his 
deceased relative’s personal effects.

We gave several performances that day, but 
except that we were able to buy some food we 
were not much better off. I was very tired, and 
with difficulty got back to our lodgings and went 
to bed.

Next morning A lf and the comedian set out 
to walk to Margate, a feat quite beyond me as I 
was feeling then, and so those two pass out of 
this history ; my banjo, I may mention, passing 
out along with them.

I don’t intend to describe the following few 
days— in fact, I remember very little about them 
—  but on Sunday morning I found myself 
wandering along the terrace facing the sea, and' 
wondering which house I should go to first to 
beg—-yes, to beg for food.

How could I ? Have you ever been hungry? 
I think one should always go a few days with
out food themselves before they judge the 
actions of a starving man.

I stood and read the name on a small brass 
plate at one door— Dr. J.,M. D------.

“  D ----- ” I repeated ; “  D ------ , of course."
It flashed upon me where I had heard of

Broadstairs lately. Rob D------ had been m?
pal at school, and in a letter only a few m onths 
before he had told me of his brother Ja« 
buying a practice in Broadstairs. Jack would 
know m e ; he played three-quarters for the old 
boys. I was soon up those steps and ringing 
the bell. .

“ Yes, Dr. D ------was in,” said the maid, so®
invited me to enter. ..

I endeavoured to do so, but with only path"
success; for, when Dr. D ------ was summoned
hastily, he found me prone across his threshold, 
where I had fallen insensible.
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Three weeks later (for I really must make 
these jumps if I am to get half the events of 
that year into a reasonable space) I was back 
in London, and interviewing the courteous actor- 
manager of a well-known provincial Shakes
pearian company. To my delight he engaged 
me to play small parts in his extensive repertoire.

One great joke “ on me,” must conclude this 
bit of autobiography.

It was at Norwich, and we were playing 
Hamlet. I had been promoted to play the 
“ Ghost,” but besides that part, I was taking 
temporarily that of the “  First Priest,” as we 
"'ere a man short at that time. The latter 
character has some solemn and weighty lines to 
“ boom ” forth at the scene of Ophelia’s burial, 
and as I had not had time to get a thorough 
2TasP of those lines, I carried the “ prompt 
book” (disguised as a “ missal”) reverently on 
to the scene and consulted it when necessary. I 

nervous about the part, as one always is 
shout lines they have had to speak on short 
notice, and continued this reprehensible decep
tion at subsequent performances, until the fol- 
owing accident abruptly ended my career in 
that part.
, funeral procession wound slowly on to 
e stage and surrounded the grave, I taking

my stand at the head. A  weird effigy of rag 
and straw', representing “ Ophelia,” was solemnly 
consigned to its long home, and I opened my 
“ Liturgy”  for a final glance at my first line. 
What was this ? It was not Hamlet I held in 
hand, it was Othello I had taken in my haste. 
The shock drove every word of my part out 
of my head. In vain I tried to recall even 
the first line. I had heard of such situations 
being saved by judicious interpolations (other
wise “  gagging ”), but I couldn’t recall even the 
gist of the lines and in a moment my cue would 
be given— yes, there it was-----

“ Must there no more be d o n e ? ” said 
“  Laertes ” in broken-hearted tones, and gazing 
earnestly at me where 1 stood. There was a 
moment’s horrible silence as they awaited the 
momentous answer; then closing the book I 
raised my head and in a cheerfully conversa
tional tone addressed thb honoured brother ol 
“  Ophelia ” :—  .

“ No,” I said blandly, but firmly, “ No 
more,” adding, “ at present,” as an afterthought, 
as I turned away and swept off the stage, 
leaving the thunderstruck funeral party (in
cluding Their Majesties of Denmark) priestlqps, 
to conclude the obsequies and scramble through 
the famous scene as best they might.
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PENNELL’ S BROWN 
TROUT LAKE FLY.

A n g l in g  for trout is one of the most healthy, 
innocent, and also one of the most exciting holiday 

occupations for boys that 
can be devised. I take it 
that most of the readers 
of this article know that 
ever delightful book, “ Tom 
Brown’s School-days.” 

S ca rc e ly  an y  of Tom 
Brown’s adventures have a 
greater spice of interest and 
romance — the romance of 
the open air—about them 
than the angling ones. For 
my part, though I am, per

haps, a little bit prejudiced, I never turn to those 
books without having a look at the angling 
expeditions of that 
straight, robust fellow 
Brown ; and I only 
wish they were a little 
longer and more fre
quent.

There is another 
book, written much 
more recently, in which 
we follow with intense 
interest the school-boy
on his angling expeditions —  the book of one of 
the greatest leaders in Parliament to day— I refer

PENNELL 8 STREAM TROUT 
FLY.

TROUT FLY BOOK.

m

i  in
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Illustration! kindly supplied by Messrs. C.

to S ir  Edward Grey’s 
“ Fly Fishing.” Sir Ed
ward has given us his 
experiences of his first 
days at that fine English 
school, Winchester, and 
told us how he planned 
and carried out in the 
face of difficulties his 
trout - fishing a rra n g e 
ments there. For a long 
while he failed utterly 
to catch fish in the clear 
chalk stream, but by in
tense enthusiasm and 
much application suc
ceeded ultimately in get
ting one sizable trout.
After that, though not 
all at once, he landed 
seventy-six trout.

There are four principal methods 
of catching a trout— namely, wet- 
fiy fishing, dry-fly fishing, spinning 
with an artificial minnow, and 
worm fishing in low, clean waters 
with the Stewart tackle.

Fly fishing is by common consent 
the most exciting and worthy form of angling,and 
I would strongly advise 
all you boys who desire 
to be anglers, and who 
have the chance, to learn 
to cast an artificial fly 
at the earliest possible 
opportunity. Do not be 
discouraged by those who tell you that lly fishu# 
either with dry or wet fly, 
is too scientific, or that the 
ta ck le  required  is too 
costly. If you begin at an 
early age, and are keen, you 
will soon learn to cast a fly

Farland d- Co., Ltd., 191, Strand, London, W.C.

ROLLED WINCED USSS 
TROUT FLY.

DOUBLE SPLIT WLV_G® 
EYED TROUT I "* ’
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opeily : and as.for the question of the cost of 
tackle, I ii.s'iire you I have often seen anglers with 
the cheat >t>i rod, the shabbiest landing net, and the 
smallest stock of Hies achieve much greater things

»

than men who have spent many pounds on a great 
assortment of useless encumbrances purchased at 
expensive tackle-maker3.

The rod for Hy fishing for trout, which can also 
be used for worm fishing, is the chief item. Pro
bably, on the whole, the best rods for trout fishing 
which are at present made are split cane ones; 
but as even fairly good split canes cost a good 
deal of money, the young angler will, perhaps, be 
well advised to confine his ambitions to a green 
heart. The rod for streams of an ordinary size 
should not be more than 10ft. 6 ins. in length, and 
even a rod of 10 ft. is hy no means inconveniently 
short for small waters. A  good green heart rod 
can usually be obtained from a London or a local 
maker for about one third or one fourth the price 
paid for a split cane, and I have known green 
hearts, which cost from 18s. to 25s., last well for 
many years without getting warped or broken. If

waterproof “ f r e e s ”  f is h in g  b a g s .881 e> ^lc rod should have a spare top joint, and e angler will do well if he studies how to neatly Pair breakages; let him always, at any rate, en “e has only one top, carry about a little fine

twine and cobbler’s wax for repairs in case an 
accident should occur.

Landing nets are implements which some 
anglers with plenty of money pay as much for 
as the poorer angler gives for his rod. As a 
matter of fact, a decent plain landing net, with 
a bamboo handle, can be bought for 3s. or 4s. I 
had one, for which I gave 4s., that lasted many 
years and landed many hundreds of trout. For 
the check winch the young angler will have to 
give from 3s. Gd. to 5s:, and, say, 4s. for a water
proof trout line of 25yds. or 30yds. in length. In 
addition, he will require (1 ) a small, plain, tin box 
for his Hies (which should be with gut for wet fly 
Wishing, and with eyed hooks not with gut if 
for dry-fly fishing) ; (2) a small stock of flies— say 
about two dozen to begin with ; (3) a few gut 
casts, and (4) a simple bag or creel for holding 
his fish— when caught—and his tackle.

THE PORTMAN”  FISHING BAG.An outlay of £2 at the very outside should certainly see him through the first season, and afterwards his expenses will be limited to new flies and gut casts. I  should add that the same winch or reel, gut casts, as well as rod, and of course landing net, will do either for fly fishing or for worm fishing. For spinning the artificial minnow, an extra top, considerably stouter than the fly top of the green heart, will be required, which will mean an extra outlay of 2s. or 2s. 6d.; but minnow spinning for trout is comparatively a method (rarely practised, and I do not propose to describe it in this brief article.Wet-fly fishing is the usual method in rather sharp streams, when the water is not exceedingly clear and the trout not very shy or wary. On Scotch waters, both river and lake, or Welsh waters, in Devonshire and Cornwall, and in many streams in the North of England and elsewhere, it
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is the usual way of fly fishing. In this article it 
will be obvious that I  can describe the different 
methods only in the merest outline ; to give a full 
account and full directions I should want at least 
one whole number of T he Ca p
tain. Very briefly, then, let me 
try to give a hint or two as to 
the method of procedure in wet- 
fly fishing. Three flies at the 
most should be attached to the 
gut cast (the tackle-maker from 
whom the flies are purchased 
will show how to attach them), 
and it will be the object of the 
angler to cast his line so that 
the flies will fall as lightly as 
possible upon the water. In 
strong streams it is not neces
sary to impart by gentle move
ments of the wrist much move
ment to the flies when the line 
has fallen in the water and is speeding down 
stream from the bank opposite the angler to the 
bank on which he is fishing ; whilst if the angler 
is casting his flies, not down, but up stream, he

'  TROUT WADING NET.will be careful to impart no movement whatever to them. The boy who has the making of the true angler in him will desist from coming nearer the edge of the water than he can'help, whether he is fishing with the dry or wet fly, because fish will never rise if they see the angler—in vain is the net spread in the sight of the bird.The method is termed wet-fly fishing because the angler lets his flies sink, and the trout commonly takes them, or rather one of them under water. The angler steadily fishes all the likely-looking spots, working up or down stream, according to whether or no he prefers to fish up 
Cr down. When he sees a dimple which he believes to be a fish taking one of his flies or feels a little tug under water, he “  strikes,” i.e,, makes a sharp but not too violent upward movement of his forearm, to driv“ the hook w ^1 home int" tho trout’s mouth The- begins the fun of “ playing” the trout. To try to jerk a trout of lib ., or o: even ^lb. out of the river over one’s shoulder would result in a smashed rod top or a lost gut cast, and accordingly the angler has now to reel up his in > and now to pay it out, according to whether or no the trout is giving in or holding out. When

the fish is exhausted, he gives up struggling and flaps about, lying helplessly on his side, and then the landing net comes into use.In  dry-fly fishing the angler does not fish likely.looking places, but he waits till he actually sees a trout fise at some natural fly on the water and then he tries to cast his own artificial one about a foot or so above that trout and let it float down over him. If the trout rises, it is necessary to “  strike,” so as to drive the hook home, and then the fish has to be played in just the same way as in wet-fly fishing. In dry-fly fishing it is absolutely necessary that the angler should hide himself from the fish, and, as a rule, he will do well to cast from a kneeling position. Even the fish will often see the rod, and be off in a moment. It is only by long practice and observation that the angler will learn how to hide himself and his rod from the trout in clear, bright waters. This hiding is one of the most interesting and also one of the most difficult things which the angler has to master in dry-fly fishing. In  dry-fly fishing only one artificial fly is used, and nowadays it is commonly touched with a little paraffin oil, which the angler carries about in a small bottle. This makes it float on the top of the water, instead of sinking, as the flies do when used in the other way. I t  is necessary, also, to shake the moisture out of the iy by two or three backward and forward movements of the line in the air before each cast to the trout is made. Dry-fly fishing is a tremendously exciting
EYED PLY OUT CUTTER AND TWEEZERS.

A Tweezers or Plyers. b Cutters, c  Hole for string to 
attach to button.pursuit, because you can see so much of the game —when you see a good trout come up and open his mouth to seize your artificial fly, it is a great moment. In wet-fly fishing you rarely see this take place. I  strongly recommend young anglers not to he discouraged by anything they may hear or read as to the great difficulties of dry-fly fishing- I f  they stick to it they will ultimately succeed, and then be richly rewarded. (I  will conclude with this wise saying of a gtenj angler : “  Q uiet, steady, in tellig en t effort is neede 

to become a m aster o f  ro d  an d line, to be able to 0 
w ith  them the best that can be done.”



‘‘ THE CAPTAIN” PUZZLE CORNER.
C o n d u c t e d  by  H e n r y  E. D u d e n e y  ( “ S p h i n x ” ).

Joubert's Guns (S o l u t io n ).— The instructions 
of General Joubert were very clear— place, ten 

s ;n jive straight entrenchments so that there 
shall be four guns in every entrenchment, and so 
that as many guns as possible shall be free from 
attack except by crossing an entrenchment. There 
are several ways in which this may be done so as 
to protect one gun from outside attack, but only 
me way in which we may protect two gun3. llie  
correct arrangement is as shown in Diagram 2, 
which also indicates the best way of altering the 
original plan, given in Diagram 1 . By digging the 
small trench from a to 6, and bringing four guns 
down to this new trench the least possible labour 
is entailed. Of course, the guns are very crowded, 
but then, as I remarked, Joubert’s ideas of forti
fication are peculiar.

The Three “  Swan ” Fountain Pens for the
best correct solutions have been awarded as fol
lows : - C lass I., John F. Lowry, 14, Northumber
land Place, Westbourne Grove, W. C la ss  I I .,  
Henry G. Jefferd, 17,
Rochford Road, Bas
ingstoke. C lass III.,Alick Forrest, Arden,
London Road. Kilmar
nock. Hundreds of 
competitors only suc
ceeded in protecting 
one gun, and out of 
some thirty who sent 
the correct arrange
ment only a few showed 
‘ the best way of altering” the original plan. 
There will be no “ honourable mention” this 
month, but in future I shall try to give such 
mention when the total number of correct solvers 
does not exceed twenty-five. Any competitor 
*ho shall succeed in obtaining six of these 

honourable mentions ” will be entitled to a prize 
of a beautiful book on making his application for 
lt" A good many competitors disqualified them
selves this month by failing to comply with the 
conditions printed on page 569 of our March issue.

"his Month’s Puzzle.— Please look at the illus
i o n  at the back of frontispiece. The T w e l v e  

Hoolboys (l), for some reason, want to make a 
of half their number, and the boys in Eton 

ja kets (whom we will call “ Blacks ”) wish to get 
maQy of the six chosen on their sjde as they 

^  > ^hile the boys in cricketing flannels (whom 
sid t Câ  "'White8") want the same for their 

e' It is proposed to select a number and then

count round and round in one direction, as in the old puzzle of “ Christians and Turks,” and when the number falls on a boy he steps out and the counting begins again from the point where it left off, until the six are chosen.
Now’, what is the smallest number you would 

select (1 is, of course, not allowed) in order to 
count out as many “ whites” as possible, and in 
which direction would you count? You may start 
at any boy you like. Let us suppose you select the 
number 8 and go in the direction of a clock hand, 
starting at the “ black ” who is standing with his 
hands behind him. The#first boy to be counted 
out (the 8th) will be the “ white” standing nearest 
at the bottom of the picture, the next will be the 
“ white ” who is second from the top, but the four 
others will be all “  blacks.” Try the same number 
in the opposite direction, and you will again get 
two “ whites” and four “ blacks.” What is the 
best you can do for the “ whites ? ” Remember, 
directly your number falls on a boy he drops out

of the ring.
(2) T h e S e v » n  

Money-Boxes.—A  boy 
has seven money-boxes. 
Starting on the 1st 
January last, he has 
placed a penny in the 
first box every day, a 
penny in the second 
box every second day, 
a penny in the third 
box every third day, 

and so on, placing a penny in the seventh box 
every seventh day. When it first happens that lie 
has to place a penny in every one of the seven 
boxes on the same day, he proposes to draw out 
the money. On what date will that happen, and 
what will be the amount of his savings?

(3) The Cornish Fishermen.— Five Cornish 
fishermen found a hogshead of sherry washed up 
on the sea shore. It contained the full measure 
of fifty-four gallons, but in opening it they allowed 
nine gallons to be wasted. The remainder was 
divided equally amongst them, but, though each 
received one-fifth share, nine gallons of wine re
mained in the hogshead. How did this happen ?
. There will be three classes, and three prizes of 
7s. each will be awarded to the senders of the best 
solutions this month. Address to “ Sphinx,” T he  
C a p t a in  Office, 12 , Burleigh Street, Strand, W .C . 
Letters to be received not later than May 1 2 th. 
For age limits see “ Competitions for May,” p. 187.



HOW SHORTHAND WRITERS “ TRIP.”
B y O liver  M c E w an.

A u th o r  o f  “  T h e H u m o u rs o f  S h orth a n d ,” “  Verbatim  R ep ortin g , ”  etc

N C E  upon a time newspaper 
readers often made merry 
over the laughter provoking 
mistakes which not infre
quently crept into the reports 
of great men’s speeches ; but 
now, owing to editorial vigil
ance, th e m ore amusi ng  

errors never reach the' compositor; while the 
few that do usually appear in obscure country 
periodicals of which the big world knows 
nothing. I purpose, therefore, discovering, as 
it were, from behind the scenes, some amusing 
stenographic errors ; and will also endeavour to 
give this article a didactic turn by showing how 
the errors occurred, and how they might hare 
been avoided.

Stenographic 
endlessness or

‘ trips ” are mostly caused by 
slovenliness in forming the

are

the mathematical accuracy of the characters. 
That this idea is the reverse of true has been 
abundantly proved^ for all those shorthand 
waiters who have achieved distinction were 
first of all remarkable for an extraordinary neat- 1 
ness in writing. To be ‘able to write at a 

i phenomenally high speed, and yet be able to 
read shorthand as easily as common print, the | 
shorthand writer must first learn to write neatlv, 
a n d  keep on doing so.

Another prolific cause of errors is a smatter-1 
ing, instead of a perfect knowledge, of the 
general rules for forming outlines. A  shorthand 
amanuensis who had dictated to her this 
misquotation : “  Cast bread on the waters, |
and it will return after many days,” wrote it

M - A
1

characters. For instance, “ f ” and _ 
distinguished from each other thus :

\  p ; f -
Now it would naturally be supposed that 

shorthand writers would invariably observe this 
difference, but, as a matter of fact, they*do n o t ; 
and this leads to all sorts of absurd mistakes. 
A  certain novelist, while dictating a story to his 
amanuensis, gave her this sentence : “  The girl, 
wearied with her exertions, threw herself upon 
her pillow .” The shorthand amanuensis slightly 
curved her “  p ” in pillmv, making it look like

f,” and rendered it fe llo w  in her transcription. 
There was some reason for that novelist’s mad 
ness when he came to read the manuscript.

It may have been a natural prejudice which 
induced a publican’s son to transcribe “ a ta ttler  
is worse than a thief,” as “ a teetotaler is worse than 
a thief” ; but an examination of his shorthand 
notes discovered the fact that he had written 
the first “  t ” in ta ttler  half length, and so made 
it look like the “  tt ” in teetotaler, thus :

ta ttler  teetotaler

These two shorthand writers had evidently 
given heed to the erroneous idea so commonly 
prevalent, that neat wanting and fast writing 
are antagonistic; that if high speed is to be 
attained, less and less regard must be paid to

instead of

\ ‘ 1 V  V V.

She vastly improved upon her employe!s 
misquotation by rendering it thus: “ Cats 
buried in the water return after many days.' 
Evidently this shorthand writer knew nothing 
of the “ s t ” loop as used in ca st;  of the hook 
for “ n,” as in return ; of the “  waw ” sign used 
before “ t r ” in w a te r ;  nor did she remember, 
when taking down the notes, that the circle “s, 
placed at the end of an outline, is invariably 
read last. .

I have heard of teachers who instruct their 
pupils that it matters little how they write- 
orthodoxly or otherwise— so long as they can 
read their ijotes. If such teachers do ex'51* 
they show a lamentable ignorance of what 
makes the easy and correct reading of phono
graphy possible, and I am less surprised at t e 
large number of so-called shorthand writers w 0 
find it utterly impossible to read their notes 
The truly expert shorthand writer has but one 
outline for each word— the correct one. r® 
though- it is true that some words might 
represented by more than one character, on) 
one of these, as a rule, is -correct, and 
alone is tp be depended on.

A  cheese-paring manufacturer, who w°  ̂
never pay more than a pound a week 
shorthand clerk’s services, found to his



“ THE CAPTAIN ’’ CHESS CORNER. -  _ lo tlluit such economy does not pay. One day lie sent off an estimate for fo r ty  thousan d lam ps. To his Niirprise and chagrin the valuable con
tract was uiven to a rival who had quoted a higher price. Fum ing at this too evident 
favouritism, he demanded an explanation from the city surveyor, who handed him back his 
estimate for fo u r  thousand lamps. Then he 
examined his shorthand clerk's “ notes,” and 
found that he had written fo r ty  so as to look like > / y —thus :

J-,m fo r ty  as written A
should have beenAs a general rule it is better to use figures, as 

40 ( = 40.000.
Poor and p u r e  are thus distinguished :

poor (according to rule), but p u te(exception). Hut owing to a reporter’s ignorance of this, a statesman was made to say of 11 political opponent, that he was “  a poor- minded man,” instead of a p u re-minded man.Again, in the dictation  of a novel the heroine “ate the parsley s lo w ly l' T he shorthand amanuensis, however, wrote the italicised wordsthus instead ofwith the result that in her transcript the heroine “ ate the parasols w holly  f  The same- shorthand amanuensis transcribed
S \ ) 0 f  0 • ^  V 5“ Her life was as sad as a heifer bull’s ” ; whereas,

what the novelist said was : “  Her laugh was r.s sweet as a silver bell.”
K V \  ) 0 * \ r

L ife  and laugh  have exactly the same outline if left unvocalised. Therefore, one or other should be “ distinguished” by a vowel, laugh  (as above) preferably, seeing that it is not so frequently occurring as life.T he lives of merchants are frequently made miserable by the incompetency o f their shorthand clerks, and there is often a consequent loss of time, temper, and, sadder still from the merchant’s point of view, of money as well. A  well-known stockbroker dictated a letter, in which he asked a wealthy client to meet him on the following day. By writing can in such a wav that it was easily read as cannot, the letter was made to say the very reverse o f what was intended. Next day the stockbroker waited in vain for the wealthy client, who did not appear. Inquiry elicited the fact that the client had received the following curt note : “  Dear Sir,— I cannot see you to - morrow at three as you desire.”Incensed at such treatment, the wealthy client employed another broker, and would listen tono explanation.One might go on indefinitely quoting absurd mistakes made by incompetent shorthand writers, hut I have said enough to show that if shorthand is misread the fauit lies with those who write it rather than with the art itself. T h e  secret of success is t hi s : write neatly, know and apply the rules for outlines, fer contractions, and for phrases, and master all the expedients provided for the distinction of similar words. Then, mistakes such as I have pointed out will be next to impossible.
THE CAPTAIN” CHESS CORNER.RESULT O f  CHESS COMPETITION (MARCH).Hie prizes (three Fountain Pens) are awarded as follow >:__

C i  \s> 1.— A. E .  A. Seari.e , 109, Stockport 
K o a d , I | y d c . *  1
fract" 'S" B u rto n , Button Park, Ponte-

Honourable m ention  .- kbone Rn.'id, N . W , ; C  ltvi11e, ( heltenham : 
,reen> E a l in g ,  \V ,

A . J .  H ead , 256, Mary. B. Jo yn er , I arke View, E. T homas, 39, Haven

C lass I I I .— \V. W . Bu r k e t t , i i , Comerford Road, Brocklev, S .E .
In ter-Sch ool C hess T ou rn a m en t. — Owing to difficulties having arisen as regards the working of this, the tournament must be postponed for a period.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
P. H. Beazley.—(1) Queen against two knights 

only draws under certain conditions. (2) Two knights 
cannot checkmate in the cemre of the board.

N. B. Dick and G. F. Nightingale.—Entries re
ceived. See above.

A’OTlf During the summer months there will be no Chess Comprti.ions in T he Captain'. Then will recommence 
til October.

in



“ //cec (Aim rue mini use juvaUt.”

Aberdeen Grammar School M aga
zine (Janaary) contains some straightforward and 
wholesom e criticism s on the school “  B ugga Feet- 
ball ”  team.

Alma Mater (an illustrated Australasian 
University newspaper) is notable for  the num ber o f 
poem s it gives space to —com ic poem s and serious 
poems, and F rench  sonnets, and translations from  
“  H orace.”  These lighten what is otherwise a rather 
dull periodical.

Arvonian (Decem ber) com es from  the Car
narvon County School— a young ladies’ sem inary. 
The magazine should begin with “ N otes” — all school 
magazines should. The “  O xford Letter ”  is liv e ly ; 
the short tale, called *• A  H oliday,”  is s i l ly ; but the 
get-up is neat. W ill the editress tell me w hat the 
W elsh m otto on the cover means ?

The Blundellian (D ecem ber) records the 
death o f Dr. Stark (O .B .) at Ladysm ith :—

Towards sundown on Nov. 18, a shell from "Long T om " 
on Umbalwane flushed through the "  ltoyal Hotel" and struck 
Dr. Stark, who was standing in thu doorway. He died an 
hour later. Like many of the townspeople, he retired during 
the day to the caves dug in the river bank to avoid the ehells, 
and had only just returned to the hotel when he was hit.

Bracondale School M agazine (D ecem 
ber) seems to have just the right am ount o f every
thing. The poetry is very passable.

Breconian contains (am ong other things) tw o 
pages of short, practical “  Letters to  the E d itor ”  on 
such varied subjects as the changing - room , the 
“ organ in ch a p e l”  (whose “ noises and g roa n s”  are 
strongly objected to), the chapel services, the sort o f 
hat to wear on Sundays, the shed for bikes, the cadet 
corps, and the colour of the football cards. Good !

Brighton College Magazine (D ecem ber). 
T he staff poet com plains of the quality o f " v e r s e ”  
that som etim es decorates (or fails to decorate) the 
pages o f the “  D ily  Chronikil.”  H e cannot under
stand why anyone should go out o f his way—

To use the gutter dialect,
And think that “ strile ” ’s as good, as “  straight,”

To write “ darn,” “ rarnd,” “ surpawBt," “ eggspect" 
(When will this sewer-flood abate ?)

— and I must B ay I am  with h im  there.
The Carthusian (February) prints a letter 

from  P . M. W alters (the fam ous “ S occer”  back,I 
presume) urging old Oarthusians and other public 
school men to jo in  the “ D evil’s O w n,”  i.e. , Inns ol 
Court Volunteer Corps. I hope O .C .’s and others are 
answering to this call. B y  the w ay, gallant Baden- 
Pow ell is an O .C . •

Chelmsfordian (D ecem ber) records the fact 
that every boy in the school purchased a copy of its 
last issue. T h is seems good business.

The Collegian (M ethodist College, Newfound 
land) publishes a tw enty-four page descriptive article 
by the editor. W hy he should fill the magazine wiih 
such poor stuff as this I fail to understand.

The Cottesmorlan, V ol. I. No. l. A neir 
venture! Neat cover, neatly printed, interesting 
school notes. Verdict: “ G ood.”  A  highly excellent 
idea is printing in tabular form  the names, heights, 
ages, and weights o f all the boys in the school. The 
youngest weighs 3st. 10|lbs.

Elean (D ecem ber) prints an eight-page extract 
from  the Dean o f E ly ’s lecture on the “  Ideal Woman 
o f the Poets,”  I wonder how the chaps in the 
F ourth  liked it 1

Floreamus! (University College, Sheffield) has 
nine pages o f tradesm en’s advertisements.

GeOPgiatl (St. G eorge’s College, Woburn Pat*. 
W eybridge) contains an article on the war by tn 
F rench  master. T h is is interesting reading just now.
H e sa y s :—

No reasonable man can doubt that the Boers have broken 
their word by hatching a plot officially repudiate-i j 
President Kruger in his letter to the Queen. . . . The sn»  ̂
meant for England entangled the Boer President: in - 
kindness, he had reckoned without his guest: drainon
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d t Jic Colonial Secretary bad a right to turn his 
' iStips to the host account and to wn rd off a deathly stroke;

i he rushed into the snare with irresistible impulse, 
island's supremacy in South Africa woutd hare come to au

" G r o v i a n  (February).— On the whole, very well 
done.

H a i l e y b u r l a t l  (M arch) prints the “ s h o p ”  
balance-sheet, w hich shows, for  one year, a nett 
n ro fit of £ 2 0 0 .  This is healthy. £ 2,320 was taken 
o ve r the counter during the year. T he “  H aileybury 
Fashion Letter ”  is a good idea.

Harrogate College Magazine prints 
nineteen letters to “  Mr. E d itor .”  Am ong the signa
tories I note “ P im ple,”  “  Sunflow er,”  “  H ealth Salts,”  
“ Com Paul,”  “ Sam bo,”  “ Mrs. Stickinthem iid,”  
“ Kruger,”  “ Slosher,”  “ Cod L iver O il,”  “ Spotted 
, nek,” “  T ic-Tack,”  and other queerly-nam ed corre
spondents. Sly dog, M r. E d itor !

Jubilee Echoes is the organ o f the Ottawa 
Normal School. M r. F . E . Bawden sends me the 
fiftieth half-yearly num ber, and a very good num ber 
I find it. This magazine boasts tw o editors, six sub
editors, and a sporting editor— what h o !

Kelvinside Academy Magazine is run 
(a pencilled note inform s m e) entirely by m em bers o f 
the Sixth Form. I am sorry to see that the Kelvin- 
side Sixth Form  cannot run a journal w ithout the aid 
of tailors’ advertisements.

Llandovery School Journal.— A  line 
that I have rarely seen in any paper catches m y  eye : 
“ The Editor desires to acknowledge the great assistance he 
has received from the sub-editors.”

Llaneliy County School Magazine.—
The number before me is the first issued, I gather 
from the editorial exordium , but there is no “  N o. 1 ” 
on the cover. Y our notes are w itty and concise, M r. 
Editor—go on and prosper.

Marling School Magazine.—I  don ’ t like
the get - up of this mag. W hy so m any blank 
spaces? Smarten up your “ Notes,”  and ask your 
printer to take a little m ore trouble. T h e cover is 
very fair, but that’s all I can say for  you.

Mercers’ School Magazine, Voi. I., N o. l .
Not a bad new baby, but you  m ust brighten it up, 
3Ir. Editor. G et the school wag to w rite you som e 
witty paragraphs. I shall alw ays be glad to see the 
mag., even if I can ’t always review  it.

N o v o c a s t r i a n  (D ecem ber). Begin with 
“ School Notes,”  and put your poetry in anywhere. 

Qusel.—W h y not have a cover ?
P l y m o t h i a n . —  Keep your “  O xford Letter ” 

down a bit.
• Q u e r n m o r i a n  contains a very poor pen-and- 
ink sketch of the captain o f  the school. T h e artist is 
more successful in his football pictares.

Reptonian. — In ^et-up and printing this is an 
fro m  nt moc*e  ̂ ôr ° ^ er editors to take a tip or tw o

. Th© R e v i e w  (G rocers’ Com pany School) con- 
'ns seven pages o f advertisements.

Grammar School
n „ \ ® a *Cle (first num ber issued) is, for a first 
Vh* i '/?  very creditable production. The “  L ist o f 
,  J ? 1 Captains”  since the school opened is an 
Quota * ■ ea‘ ° l )9erve> M r. E ditor, that you

k* line r̂om  T he C aptain in your opening 
^ 90otati * ^ ttt ^ °Q n0t ^ k n ow ledge  source

■ M r S ^ e ^ h i a n . — A  good little mag., but why 
ljjat ver • Get a Reptoniaii, and m odel yours on

Sedberghian (February) prints a list of sixty 
old boys “  at the front.” Among those killed aro 
Lieutenant R. J. T. Digby-Jones, V.C., and Lieutenant 
F. G. Tait (Black Watch), the champion golf player. 
Readers of T he C aptain who have followed the war 
in the newspapers will remember how gallantly 
Lieutenant Digby-Jones fought when the Boers made 
their second attempt to take the camp by storm. It 
was during the attack on Wagon Hill that Digby- 
Jonee met his death. Here is an account of it :—

The subaltern in charge of the working party of sappers 
was Lieutenant Digby-Jones, a youth of twenty-two, who had 
already won fame by the destruction of the howitzer on Sur
prise Hill. When the enemy flrst appeared on the crest of 
Wagon Hill, Lieutenant Digby-Jones engaged the storming 
party from the sangar on the West front. Driven from that 
position, he had been conspicuous throughout the engage
ment for acts of heroism that attracted the notice of Colonel 
Hamilton, who had decided to recommend him for the 
Victoria Cross. Collecting a mixed company of sappers, 
rifleR, and Highlanders, he led them against the new position 
held by the enemy. As they dashed up the narrow path the 
Boers, never imagining that men conld display such reckless 
courage, called upon them to throw op their hands. Bullet 
and bayonet convinced them of their error, and the position 
was ours.

But fate was holding the shears over the thread of this 
heroic life. An hour or two afterwards, when we had, at 
great sacrifice, reconquered the western limit of the hill, 
Lieutenant Digby-Jones was in the gun emplacement with 
Major MiHer-W'allnutt, and one or two inen. The enemy hod 
been driven back, yet maintained a searching fire, and, 
having received strong reinforcements, was preparing for 
another advance. Suddenly three or four great dark shadows 
were cast over the parapet, in which there were no loop-holes. 
Von Wyk, leader of the Harrismith commando, Field Comet 
de Villiers, and another brave Boer, were making their last 
desperate charge. Major Miller-Wallnutt shot his man and 
fell himself from a bullet aimed at the back of his head. A 
corporal of the sappers slew de Villiers, whose bandolier was 
almost filled with explosive bullets. Lieutenant Digby-Jones, 
running out of the emplacement, shot the Commandant Von 
Wyk before he himself ended a short yet heroic career with a 
Mauser bullet through the throat.

I am glad to hear that the Victoria Cross is to be 
sent to Lieutenant Digby-Jones’ parents.

Sidcup College Magazine.—Very well 
edited.

T h e T r i d e n t  (Trent College).—Tell your 
printer to use “ bourgeois leaded ” type. Your 
calendar is a good idea well carried out.

T r u r o  C o l l e g e  M a g a z i n e .  — The
“ editorial ” is clever, but isn’t it a wee bit over the 
heads of school-boys? Photo of “ Rugger” team is 
good.

Vigornian.—“ Notes ” will do. “ Through the 
North Island ” is far too long. Why don’t you 
editors cultivate a sense of proportion ?

Williamsonian.—Don’t you ever put Vol. 
and No. on your mag.?

Wilsonian.—You’ll do.
Wulfrunian.—For your cover use paper three 

shades lighter. Make your printer see to this. By 
the way, why not call your mag. “  The Wulf ” ?

W yggestonian.—“ School Notes” first of all, 
please. 1 like your cover.

Other magazines received
Alperton Hall Magazine, The Bedan, Bramptonian, 

The Carliol, Cliftonian, Danentis, Elstonian, Glasgow 
Academy, Chronicle, Hamiltonian (Australia), Here- 
fordian, Heversham School Chronicle, Hurst Johnian, 
Hymerian, Johnian, Jottings, Lancing College Maga
zine (2 ), Leys Fortnightly (4), Lorettonian, Malvervian 
(2 ), Merchant Taylors’ Review, “  N .E .C .S .,”  Olavian. 
Peterite, Portmuthian, Bye Grammar School Record, 
Scribbler (2), Taylorian, Welliugtonian.



SPECIAL PAGES.
Contributed by Readers. .

T his month’s winner o f One Year’s Subscription to T he C aptain is J . Donald Hughes, Downfield Lodge, Clifton, who sends the drawing entitled “  Fowls and Houses.” Some clever little poems and other contributions will be found below—notably those by J. W . Joseph and R . Bruce Chambers. The prize drawing will be found on page 135.
Who Killed Paul Kruger?AVho killed Paul Kruger ?“ I ,” said Toni Atkins,“ With my little maxims.
1 killed Paul Kruger.”Who saw him die ?“ I ,” said old Steyn ;“  For my vision is fine ;I  saw him die.”Who’ll make his shroud ? “ T,” said Lord Kitchener ; “  I ’ll put a stitch in ’er ; I ’ll make his shroud.”AVI1011 be the parson ?“ I ,” said “ our Bobs,”“  But without any sobs, I ’ll be the parson.”Who’ll be the clerk ?“  I ,”  then said French ;“  I f  it’s not in a trench, I'll be the clerk.”

WE.R.
Put your eye on a level with the 

page, first longways, then side
ways, and you'll find the name (and 
author’s name) of a story that has 
appeared in Th e  C a p t a in .

Drawn by Win. E . Atwell.

AVho’ll toll the bell 1 “ I , ” said John Bull :“ I forgive him in ...full.I ’ll toll the bell.” J .  W. JosErn.
Boo-hoo !Small boy (on being refused the top brick off the chimney): “ wish our father had married Mis Jollyboy, then you wouldn’t be our mother and we shouldn’t be us.” A . G . S immons.

This Isn’t Bad.Music Teacher : “ Now if ‘ stands for ‘ forte,’ what will stand fcrr?”Dull Pupil : “ Eighty.”
C h a r l e s  G . M cC lure

Who’ll sing a psalm ?“  I ,”-B a d e n  Powell Said, “  I  know how to howl, I ’ll sing a psalm.”

PUNCTURED TY R E .
Drawn by Fred. Meredith,'

Who’ll carry him to the grave !“ I ,” said Cecil Rhodes ;“ For I ’m used to big loads ;I ’ll carry him to the grave.”AVho’ll be c h ie f  mourner ?“  I ,” then said Plumer ;{‘ I f  I ’ m in  a good humour,I ' l l  b e  c h i e f

Very Remarkable.Two American skippers were conversing together and relating their different experiences. “  Yaas,” said one of them, in reply to some question from the other, “  when I  was on my last voyage, a vast number of locusts settled down on my ship and eat op every shred of canvas that was set on the snip.* “  AVell, th a t is strange,” said the other skipper. “ I w as hom ew ard bound a b o u t th e sam e tim e, and one d a y  I  was amazed to see a tremendous number of locusts passing by,and they all had canva; trousers on.”Those two skippers are not on speaking terms now.
A . A d a m s . good bubstitct*-



SPECIAL PAGES.

The Mldshlpmlte.II you sop. a little stripling,With bounie face and b rig h t;And whose laugh is true, and rippling ;And dear eyes full of l ig h t :His name is unite a synonym “ for doing things in style”—A little British middy (with a smile).If you think of proud young Viking,Of spirit brave and bold ;And of honour e’en more striking Than in the days of old :His name is quite a synonym for ‘•'spirit, truth, and game”—A little British middy (with a fame).If you hear of cruisers .steamingI'p little Afric creeks, And of young eyes strangely gleaming— A ll! then come “ narrow squeaks” :Ills name is q u ite  a synonym for “ boys know how to work”— A little British middy (with a dirk).If yon hear of wildAmi mother’s boy sea; at
T r a v e l l e r  (to r t r y  small boy): “ Can you tell me bow 

far I am from Stnmptown?”
Bov : “ About twenty - four thousand rime hundred and 

ninety-nine miles.’ ’
T r a v e l l e r  : “  Impossible! ’’
B ov : “  I mean if you keep on the way you're going. If 

you turn round and go back, it's only about a mile."
Sent by Wilson Fenning.

TH E D EFENCE OP DURBAN.

Sent in by “  XU Desperctr.du

TH E OLD CHURCH OP BONCHUBCH.
Photograph sent in by T. H. Dnrrans,Ju s t  think of him engagingIn prayer to God on knee—H is  nam e is quite a synonym for “ boylike love of home ”— A  little British middy (on the foam).I f  you hear of hearts repiningIn British sea-girt isle: You think of bright eyes shining,And middies’ folks the while :H is  nam e is q u ite  a synonym for “ brave y o u n g  h e art and whole ”—A  little British middy (with a soul).

R . B r u c e  C h a m b e r s .

An Enigma.I  help to form the singular and the plural. I  am foremost in every language and locality. I  have no connection with the army or the war, yet Buller himself would be lost without me. If it had not been 'for mê  neither the relief of K im berley nor that of Ladysmith could ever have been accomplished. I  hold no



THE CAPTAIN.[ 8 6position in society, yet London could not exist without me. I  am never denied a place in Parliament, for there would be no law without me. I  am never to be found in the universe, although I  never leave the world. I  will astonish you by saying that if it were not for me there would be no “ Old Fag ” !What am I  \(The answer is the letter “ L .”)
N o r a  W a r d .

How to Make a tiektograph.
D e a r  S i r ,—In your March “  Special Pages ” you gave a recipe for the making of a hektograph, or copier. As this was the very thing I  had been looking for for some time, I started to make it, as per recipe. The first half of the programme, relative to the gelatine, etc., in spite of the sparseness of the recipe, was an unqualified success. Next came the ink. Having sent for the various ingredients (of which the aniline dye arrived in powder) I started to make the ink. I t  seemed obvious that with the large amount of powder and small proportion of liquids, a stiff paste would ensue ; but, having strong faith in T he  C a i>t a i n , I  proceeded.In  mixing, a small portion of the powder got on my hands; this I  blew off and put my hands under the ta p ; but I have not yet (two days later) got my hands right in spite of pumice, etc. The ink (!) was so lid ! I  put it under the pump, and pumped on it some hundreds of gallons, which dyed everything for yards around, myself included, with spray, etc. On visiting the pot in which 1 had brewed my concoction twenty-four hours later—in spite of gallons more water—Icould perceive no appreciable difference in the density. The ponds are to my mind purple; everything in the house is permeated with it. However, by diluting some of the pond I  tried a copy on the gelatine, which came off fine on the gelatine, but not on the next bit of blank paper; neither would the impress wash off.— I am, yours, waiting - for - some - explicit- instructions, K . R . W .
[W ill T. H. Durrans, who sent this recipe, kindly 

supply us with more “  explicit instructions" ?—O .F .]

Curious Anagrams.
fS e a t by H . E . la g e r.)Napoleon Bonaparte.Horatio Nelson.Old England.Radical reform.Parishioners.John Abernethy,Disappointment.Matrimony.Lawyers.Arithmetic.Enough.Telegraph. _Ah ! would ye lose strife ? Do haste,'sell your wife, Florence Nightingale. F lit  on, cheering angeL

Bona rapta, pone lena Honor est a Nilo. Golden land.Rare mad frolic. 'I  hire parsons. Johnny the bear. Made in pint pots. Into my arm.Sly ware.Tire him, cat.One hug.Great help,
Sweetheart.Naiad. There we sat. Diana.

THF, HANDY MAN. 
By James Dale.

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS. 
Henry Graves.—Let me««. 

Say ten means top marks. I think 
I  will give your drawings six.

J. S. Bithell.—See reply to 
“ Mr. F. Tucker.”

H. 0- W eller.—Seven marks. 
Du Rennes.—Why not draw 

it properly on cardboard in Indian 
ink ?

Lewis W att.—I have asked 
T. H. Durrans to send some mow 
particulars re that hektograph.

J. P. Grandidied-— As the 
school reports say, you “show 
promise.”

Dora f i .  W atts.—“ A Mid
night Adventure ” deals with a 
very hackneyed subject—“burg
lars,” to wit. It is fairly well 
written. Try and think of some
thing more original.

John Cairns, Junr.—A num
ber of correspondents inform me 
that your joke, “ Since His Time." 
is not original. Please explain 
this.

“ Mr.”  F. Tucker.—Drawings 
should be done on Bristol board 
—not on scraps of paper. Try 
again that way.

* '  Leslie.”  — Y o u  remembered the dialogue verj 
well, and set it down on paper well, but it is not 
quite the sort of thing for “  T he C ap.”

P. Y. Johnson.—No room for ninety-six angles- 
Charles G. McClure.— joke accepted; drawing 

D.W.T.
James Noakes. — Rhymes not very 

“ Leveson-Gower" is pronounced “ Lewson-Gore.
Nil Desperandum.—Thanks for photo. A priKt 

however, can only be obtained by original work.
H. Cham berlain.—Of the drawings you send, tb»l 

of “ the Head ” reading his paper iB the best.
A. G. Simmons.—Your drawing shows merit, and 

the joke is good. See reply to “ Mr. F. Tucker.
D. McM. Muir. — Not badly done. Not 

enough to reproduce, though. See reply to v 
Rennes.”



COMPETITIONS FOR MAY. 87

t n f i n u l d  (O t t a w a ).— Glad to hear from you. 
Sor'r/no sp'lce for “ Camp Cook’ '

Babe-—Kather a bright style, but bad punctuation. 
Write more carefully, and endeavour to be original.

Puzzles.—Thank you, sir.
Harold K e e le y .— N ot good enough to print.
A S. Goldstein.—You show such promise as a 

versifier that I am sorry you content yourself with 
parodies. Try and write original verses—don’t copy 
other people’s metre and melody.

Fifteen on Cronje Day.—I hope to use your 
little essay.

Hymans de Tiel.—Not funny enough.
Bennett George —No harm in trying, certainly. 

y0ar idea for a comp, is good.

Stephen P arker.—Your story is rto better (and 
certainly no worse) than the average report of a foot
ball match in the newspapers. It is not rubbish.

H. A. Dawson, Ralph Roberts, “ n. Y. Flier.” 
“  Ladysmith,” Dorothy Owen, C. Kohan, B. Cum. 
mings, Arthur S. Lloyd, G. Barclay, Leonard John 
Special, if. Barnsliaw, G. R. Day, N. Ii. Rawson, 
A. T. Belfrage, H. L. David, Eustace A. Eliott, John 
Davison, “ Camel,” W. Pakenliam, W. J. Leech, 
A. Maunder, Keith Moore, “ The Rat,” H. Skrine, 
Raphael Thomas, “ F. A. K.,” Marion, At Cassels, 
H. Krall, “  Briton,” also sent contributions.

[N.B.— Those who are not mentioned here trill under
stand that their contributions arrived too late to be deui. 
with in this number.}

« CAPTAIN ” COMPETITIONS FOR MAY.NOTICE. — A s p reviou sly  announ ced , we have decided to abolish the coupon Bystem , bo th a t readers may enter for a s  m an y com petitions a s  they like. In  future, a t  the top o f the first p a g e the following p a rticu la rs  m u st be clearlyyw ritten . thns
Ĉompetition No.---- , Class----- , Name----

Address-----, Age----- .
CONDITIONS.—The highest age limit is twenty-five.

1/‘tiers to the Editor should not be sent with competitions.
We trust to your honour to send in unaided work.

(URLS may compete. 1 *
You may enter for as many competitions as you like. 

Each "comp." must be sent in a separate envelope, or, 
when possible, on a post-card.

hyeyerv case the Editor's decision is final, and he cannot

Pages should be connected with paper-fasteners ; not pins.

The Archbishop of Canterbury received 
was the reply, “ is to indicate your future, my 
be “ snapped,” the Bishop remarked to the “ old 
his early education at Peter Blundell’s School, 
lord—you are to be the Archbishop.” Not all 
Tiverton. Prior to the removal of the school to 
main building, they were under an arch. “ That," 
Horsden, Dr. Tpmple, then Bishop of Exeter, 
been changed—instead of standing in front of the 
attended the Old Boys’ Festival with marked regu- 
one occasion, just as the photograph was about to 
larity, and consequently he figured prominently in 
the photographs which were annually takeu. On 
boy ” next him that the scene of the picture had 
prophecies come so near the mark.Three “ S w a n ”  F o u n t a in  P en s  will be awarded to the senders of the three most correctly rearranged paragraphs.

Class 1...................... Age limit: Twenty.
Class I I ..................... Age limit : .Sixteen.
Class I I I ...................  Age limit: ’Jtvelve.

T wenty-five.
Twenty.
Sixteen.

Address envelopes and post-cards as follows ^Competi
tion No.---- , Class-----, " T he C aptain ,” \ 2 , Burleigh
Street. Strand, London.

No. 1 —  “ Probable Inventions of the 
Twentieth Century.” Three prices of 7s.wen will be awarded to the senders of the threebest lists of “ probable inventions.”

:̂!ass k .................  Age limit :
5 G. .................  Age limit :

 ̂ass 111 . . Age limit :nMn " MaP of Canada.” Three prizes tl ft 6 * 8\ each be awarded to the senders of •e three best maps of Canada. Neatness and curacy of name positions are always taken. lnto consideration.
£!ass J- .................  Age limit: Twenty-one.
a !  . .................  Age limit: Eighteen.

ass III. .......................  Age ]im,| : Fifteen.

17'°'. 3 * 5- — “ A Mixed Line Paragraph,”terkf13 an anecdote about the Archbishop of Can- im </*V‘ , *ake it read properly. We have mixed fir t ** j  , * °f. linen, but not the words. The8 and last lines are in their right order.

No. 4. —“  Gentlemen v . Players.” Write down what you think will be the teams of Gentlemen and Players chosen to play against each other on Ju ly  9th, at the Oval. The prizes will be awarded to the senders of the three lists which happen to be nearest to the actual teams chosen. 
T h r e e  C r ic k e t  B a t s  (kindly selected by Mr. C. B. Fry), will be the prizes.

Class I.......................  Age limit: Twenty-one.
Class I I ......................  Age limit: Eighteen.
Class I I I . ................... Age limit: l'ifleen.No. 5 .—“ Sketch Out - of - Doors. ” Three prizes of 7s. each will be awarded to the fenders of the three best sketches out-of-doors, in pen, pencil, or water-colours.
Class I .......................  Age limit : Twenty-five.
Class I I ......................  Age limit: Twenty.
Class I I I .....................  Age limit: Sixteen.No. 6.—“ Sphinx’s Puzzles.” (See back of Frontispiece and p. 179.) Three prizes of 7s. will be awarded to the senders of the three best sets of solutions to these puzzles.
Class I.......................  Age limit :
Class I I ...................... Age limit :
Class I I I ..............  ‘ "

Twenty-five.
Sixteen.

Age limit : Twelve.
a number o f Competitors seem hazy on this point, let them understand, once and for all, that a 
Competitor may enter tor (say) an age limit 25 comp., so long as he has not_actiiallj^urned^26. 
The same rule applies to all the other age limits.



Example, as we all know, is a tremendous force. I want to say a word this month on the influence the big boys in a school can bring to bear on the boy s who are not so old as themselves, for good or— for evil.W e  human beings are like a lot of sheep. M ost o f us are ordinary sheep, but here and there you find a bell-wether, and the others all follow him. So it is in schools.I have known whole schools to be ruined by th e  b ad  e.\- am pleof asmall but very povver- fu l b a n d  o f  seniors; on^he other hand, I h a v e  k n o w n  whole schools to be raised and e n n o b le d  by the “  straight,” pure, honourable influence of a few stalw arts in th e Sixth wfco resolutely set their fa c e s  a g a in s t  everything that was bad, and battled with all their might for the right— and 7iw i !

One boy in a dormitory, who is determined that he will never swerve from that code o f healthy honour which he has adopted as his own, will soon come to be recognised as a 
lead er  by the weaker characters in his neighbourhood. They will gather round his banner, and he will become the general o f a little army

o f “  Christian soldiers.” I am not talking of the whining fellow whose mouth is full o( religious tags— I am talking o f the boy who does not fear to do what is right, and is not afraid of being laughed at, and who knows that it is as gallant a thing to face a storm of sneers, as to march through a shower of bullets.
The time is coming when every youngfellow in this co u n try  will have to bear! arms and leam how to be a soldier without actually wearing a uniform Therefore, all you boys, see that you grow up fine, strong men, who will not be put aside on account of w eakly constitu tions or narrow chests Now is the time that you are m ak in g b°ne and muscle. L i v e  clean, wholesome lives, and grow up to be fine and brave fellows o f whom your country will I* justly proud !
Example Will tell— must always tell. I upon the many thousands of big fellows that abound in our schools to join hands with me and fight this manful battle in their own h**e worlds. A  sure reward will come to those who do so, for he who does what is right, witnou

WINTER IN THE GLEN.

By C. Claude D. I ‘Anton, Winner of First Prize, Competition III., 
Class I., March, 1900.



THE OLD FAG. 1 8 9fear or shame, will' leave school and look the 
world in the face, knowing that the record he leaves behind him is that o f a gentleman of the very highest type. So I ’m hoping you will take 
my few words as they are meant— as the words of an old fellow who has been through the mill and wants to see you all through safe and sound as well. The Old Fag “  don’t feel like preach-

They suggest that I  shall provide them with “  mounts,” free passages to the Cape, and khaki suits. I f  anyone has ever heard anything cooler than this outside a refrigerator let him say so.
The following sensible comment on the purposes of a stamp collection is from the pen o f the editor of our leading American stamp journal— the A m erica n  J o u r n a l o f  

P h ila te ly . H e  says :—
The ideal'philatelist is one who collects 

for the sake of collecting, not for specula
tion ; who views his stamps from time to 
time with more or less pleasure, according 
to their number, class, or condition, not 
according to catalogue fluctuations; who 
is in philately to stay, and not constantly 
estimating the probable nett cash value of 
his collection at a forced sale. . . . The 
man who takes a real pleasure in the stamps 
themselves will thereby be amply repaid for 
his outlay, and, in addition, will find to his 
probable delight that, over long periods of 
time, and excepting lines unduly boomed, 
good specimens always increase in value.“  Night” sends the following amusing anecdote :—  *

I was looking at the Transvaal War Group 
at Madame Tussaud's, when two "'Arri- 
ettes ”  arrived alongside me. After spelling 
out several of the names they came to the 
President o f the Transvaal. " I s  that 
Kroojer?" exclaimed one of them, “ why, 
I always thought ‘e teas a black feller.'” 
“  An’ so did 1 ! " said the other.

Long Jump Record.— Thewinter term number o f D a n en sis  (the Doncaster Grammar School Magazine) contains the following n o te :—
T h e S ch oo l A th le tic  S p o rls o f  

18 9 9  a re m em orable f o r  a long, 
ju m p  by T . E . F . T u rn er , o f  20 ft. 
l in . T h is  is, sve believe, a p u b lic  
school record.

Tallest and Heaviest 
School-boy.— Once, at Henley Regatta, the appearance of Eton College crew provoked an American visitor to remark : “ I f  these areLINCOLN CATHEDRAL. 1

By Alfred Rigby, TTimier of First Prize, Competition III-, Class II., 
March, 1900.so he 11 end his little sermon with a big hope at you 11 rally round and run “  all square.”T w o k i d s —I mean, young gentlemen— who oa I themselves “  Kitchener S m ith ” and “  Buller Jones, actually want me to send them to the ont as correspondents to this magazine. Their sav t̂k0’ ,rcsPectively» twelve and fourteen. One hes he* 1C Can wor^ a kodak, and the other that thrown off his pony so many times e s sure he’ll be able to “  stick on ” soon.

your boys, where are your men 1 "  It has struck me that our schools must, here and there, boast some very big fellows. I should like to know o f any particularly tall or heavy (or both) boys actually at school, and to receive measurements “ o f same.”
Pictures by Readers.— Beyond a doubt some very clever young artists are numbered among the readers o f T he C a pta in . Herewith I  reproduce some o f the best things sent in for Competition I I I .  (M arch !

'"°t iii.— 20
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G. Barclay wishes to know the order of non-commissioned officers in an infantry regiment. T he list is as follows :—
Regimental Sergeant-Major. 
Quarter-master Sergeant.
1 ’aymaster Sergeant. 
Colour-Sergeant.

Sergeant.
Lance-Sergeant.
Corporal.
Lance-Corporal.

The followingappeared lately in a paper published in a near Brisbane :—“  Permanent.— Wanted a man to look cne horse, and a few cows and pigs, who can impart the rudiments o f French, ing, and the piano to children preferred.”

advertisementtownafter One sing-
Owing to the very urgent claims of the war funds upon the sympathy of a generous public, the finances of a home charity have, on that a c c o u n t , suffered very' cons id e r a b ly . I re fe r  to  the “ Seaside Cam p fo r  L o n d o n  Working Boys”— a s o c i e t y  w h ich  sen d s poor L o n d o n  lads away to the seaside for a week’s holiday in the hot w e a t h e r— a s o c ie ty  w ell worthy of support. I  think ’ would be a idea if a collectionswere held in our public school “  chapels ” in its aid. T he secretary’s address is, “ The Seaside Cam p for Ixmdon Working Boys,” Northumberland Chambers, Charing Cross, London, W .C .

IIgoodfew
A LANDSCAPE.

By C. H. Leigh, Winner of First Prize, Competition III., Class III., 
. March, 1900.

1 drachm ; water, loz. This should be repeated daily. Stronger solutions may be applied if they can be borne. /“ Lenore ”—Messrs. Macmillan & Co. public a biography of Dr. Arnold of Rugby, consistin* of two volumes at 6s. each. His sermons to the Rugby boys were published in book form some years ago, but they are now out of print and are only to be obtained through a secondhand bookseller; there were six volumes, and the publishers’ price was 5s. each.
Thomas H. Maw reproves me for hating poetry comp?., and suggests more photographic comps. He admits that he doesn’t care a rap about poetry, and dotes on photography. Well, “ Thomas H . Maw,” lum  about readers who don’t care a rap about photos and dote on poetry! You must allow me to give everybody a turn, if you please.
F. Logie Armstrong. — I  thank you forsending photo o f Montreal H ig h  School. Mr. Foster has w r i t t e n  an article on the Navy for this number.

F- B. (Etos C  o l  l e g  e).— Write toMessis. Hampson Bett- ridge, 35 and 
37, Cloth Fair, W e st Smith- field, E.C.. who supply all the wants of ama t e u r  boot- binders.

A n  E n- 
croaching 
Girl—(I) I am glad you read Oliver Wendell Holmes; he is one of my favourite authors, too. (2) No, I  don’t live in Surrey, but at the same time I agree with you that Surrey is one of the most beautiful counties in England.

{May.)A N S W E R S  T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .
{Held over from April.)

Vincent Witty. — (1) Colonel Roosevelt’s book, “  The Rough Riders,” is published by Messrs. Kegan, Paul & Co. (2) I  believe people who search for articles, etc., advertise their names on the front page of the Athenazum .
H- A — Sketches must be original, drawn from life or from imagination.
“ Farthest North.”—To remove tattoo marks wash the affected parts thoroughly with common dilute acetic acid. Half-an-hour later use: Caustic potash, 4 grains; water, loz. After a lapse of another half-hour: Dilute hydrochloric acid,

K. C- M. G.— Y our reproof to hand. I will goto 
som e secluded glade and think it over. I thins l 
should like to have an office on the top of Snowdon. 
There, at least, I  should be undisturbed by caller-

Penwyp-— I cannot recom m end you to buy sof 
typew riter at the low price o f  30s. I should sdw* 
you to  save up your money until you  have got soon 
£5 , and then you can get a second-hand machined 
w ell-known make. Typew riters are intricate 
o f  machinery, you know, and are not to be 
“  cheap.”

W. S. S-, W. D. (Glasgow).— E ditors of sehed 
magazines ought to exchange copies ° ..
editors (most of them do), and then study their 
tem poraries with a view to improving their 
productions.



T H E  O T .D  F A G . ! $ r

H Fears.—Many thanks fo r  your beautiful
vio le ts .

“ P a r v u n a - in -M u l t O .  — T o r  the private study 
of the Spanish language, I w ould advise you to get 
the following b ook s: H ugo’s “  Spanish G ram m ar,”  
Parts I. and II., price 6d. e a c h ; Bustam ante’s “ Spanish D ictionary,”  published at 5s. Y ou  could  
obtain all of these through a local bookseller,. .

Bobsman.— (1) I  am  always being asked that 
question. No, I never was editor o f  British Boys. 
(2) Seeing how many w ords you can get on to  a p ost
card is an eye-spoiling and useless occupation.

G- C- T -—Mr- Foster will tell you about volunteer 
officers next month. I  like your 
khaki notepaper.

R. Harris sends m e nine 
unused competition coupons.
Thank you, “  R. H arris.”

Dux wonders what “  Smite- 
Them-Hip-and-Thigh ”  is like !
(By the way, that young lady 
has brought me a host o f letters.)
“ Dux ”  seems to be a m anly sort 
of chap. He has plenty o f friends, 
both boys and girls, and does not 
run to extremes in his criticism  
of either kind.

G- M. F .—(1) Your w riting is 
very clear. W hen you write, don ’ t 
write fast, don’t crow d it, and 
give every letter its fu ll value. (2)
Yes, I should say the “  Eastern 
Telegraph ”  is a*h excellent thing 
to work up for. (3 ) I ’ ll think over 
that other request.

Stockportonion.—(1) D e 
tective tales have been “  done to 
death.”  (2) I hope to use your 
suggestion for a com p. Thanks.

Bugle — A jo lly  letter. I ’ m  
so sorry you have to go to  school 
in a town. I will put your p r im 
roses on my desk, and just a few  
in my button-hole, eh ?

Balgay.— Your letter is a 
queer mixture. You seem to have 
got into very undesirable c o m 
pany. Your best course w ill be 
to have done with the whole lot, 
and make some new friends o f  a 
more steady character.
Percy G. Bell (W innipeg; 

sends me a photo o f buffaloes, 
and a long and interesting letter

well. He wants to get a little 
magazine out (not printed), so I  
should advise him  to buy a hektograph, or  som ething 
, ®°rt from  a stationer, w ho will give h im  in 

structions as to ita use.
v I*. (B righton).— I  th ink “ Card C on juring,’ ’ 
at " 9*®s?°r E llis Stanyon, published by U pcott G ill

a shilling, w ill meet your requirem ents.
A n n ie  M . F. despises “  W u g g s”  for  saying he 

-tl , were a girl. I f  “  W uggs ”  could read her 
ssnsible letter he would t u r n -W u l
diffe5 „Ve nd 1 y C r i t i c —Suggestions carefully  
•wne day 1 * manage to please you all som ehow,

Pubf wr ' Hood ■— Send your w altz to the m usical 
®1S| enclosing stamps fo r  return. H ave you

REGINALD SEAGF.R,
Captain of Cricket, Friends' High School 

Hobart, Tasmania.

not a clever musical friend w ho can tell you whether 
it is w orth  sending round in this way ?

G- C. T- (H aslemkre).— Subscribe to the M o d . i  
E n g i n e e r  a n d  A m a t e u r  E l e c t r i c i a n ,  price 2d. monthly.

Backers up of “ The Captain.”—W hat ho. 
m y  hearties ! Y our united letter warmed every corner 
o f m y  ancient heart. You w ant to know what to do 
w hen you feel “  uppish.”  W h y, get som ebody io  
kn ock  you  “ dow nish ,”  o f c-o-u -r-s-e!

Scapegoat.— Send a stamped envelope, and i  
w ill give you  all the advice in m y power.

Solitaire.— “ Dear Sir,— H ow  do you  like t h i s  
n u m b er?— Yours faithfully, the O .F .”

Henry K i n g s c o t e  —
D on’t want any conjuring tricli3 
just now , thanks.

R. E. (H erne H ill). —  ( i )  
“ T he Com plete A rt o f  Making 
F irew orks,”  by T hom as Kentish, 
price 5s., published b y  Chatto 
W indus. (2) “ The R oyal N avy,”  
published by Swan Sonnenscliein 
at eighteenpence.

G- Caudle and “ Volun
teer.’’ —  G o to the nearest 
volunteer d r ill-h a ll in your 
neighbourhood, and tell the 
adjutant of the corps, or the 
sergeant - m ajor, that you want 
to join . Better still, get a volun
teer friend to introduce you. 
W hen yon  get to the drill-hall 
you’ll be told very plainly 
whether you ’ll do or not.

Elaine. —  “ A. Page of 
Carious Pets,”  belonging to C aptain  readers, is a  good idea. 
If any M em bers o f the Crew keep 
carious pets, w ill they send me 
photographs of same ?

Inquisitive-—  Eat a light 
supper, then, and have som e 
cocoa before you go out in the 
morning.

W. J. P . - O f  course, a pri
vate soldier wearing a V .C . 
medal is expected to 6alute an 
officer.

“  Vet.”— Certainly I w ill pass 
nn opinion on your little paper. 
Enclose a wrapper fo r  the return 
o f it, and a stamp fo r  the letter.

Stoney-Broke — I give an 
“  expired ”  volum e.

A Lover of Dark Bine
- — G ently, young sir I “ Aw fully

beastly ,”  indeed ! I f you  don ’ t m end your manners
I shall call at Rutland Gate with som e boiling oil or 
m olten lead.

Friendly Critic.— I have read your letter very 
carefully , and am keeping it by me to read again.

James Angus.— Thanks for the catting you 
send. W ill use it if I can find room.

The Baby.— T o be sure I  will put som ething in 
y ou r  autograph album, but rem em ber to enclose 
stam ps fo r  return.

First Mate-— Mr. John M ackie has prom ised to 
send us som e dispatches “  from  the F ron t.”

H A. F. (K ino ’s Cross) .— Messrs. J .’ L evy  Turner, 
o f  39, O xford Street, W ., publish a “  M ilitary Bugle
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and P jst-liorn  T u tor,”  containing all the arm y calls 
both cavalry and infantry). T he pric3 is Is.

Admirer of B. P.— “  M afeking”  is pronounced 
“  M aff-6-king.”

Ill Doubt-— D on ’t pay them a penny. I f  they 
persist, in form  the police.

“Wykehamists at the Front-”—Clifton 
contributed 160 Old B oys to the arm y in South Africa, 
but “  A  Present W ykeham ist ”  sends me a list o f two 
hundred and twenty Old W inchester Boyp w ho are now 
at the Front. Nearly every cavalry and infantry

regim ent is represented here, as well as the variom! 
colonial corps, militia, yeom anry, and volunteers. U

Other Correspondents.—“  An Old
H igh School B o y ,”  E . S. Lindley, Lady ChU  
Barrington, “  F is h ,"  “  F loreat Redingensis,” A. B T 
F . W . J, W ., N. It. Rawson, G . J . Allen, “  H.
Bee3), “ D olly  M . C. T . A .,”  Allan Biggnra, 
B ligh , J . F . D ulley (photo o f Westminster Ciu 
School), “  T . W . A .”  (New Y ork), V iolet C. Strove, 
and “  A n  A dm irer,”  are thanked for photos, letters! 
criticism s, and suggestions.

A number of answers are held over till next month,

_______' THE OLD FAG.

Results of March Competitions..
No. I.— Best Prose E x tra c t on “  P a trio tis m .”
CLASS I. (Age limit: Twenty-five. 1 
W inner of 7s.: Nora K. Browne , “  Oakhurst,’’  Christ

church Road, Tulse Hill.
Honourable M ention : A. K. Morgan, Dorothy Evans. 
CLASS II . (Age lim it: Twenty.) ■
W inner of 7s. : G. W ainwrig’ht , 9, Alexandra Road 

Station, Alexandra Park, Manchester.
Consolation Prizes have been awarded to : A. M. 

Coulton , c/o Dr. Emerson, ' '  The Nook," Ouiton Broad, 
near Lowestoft: and E. A. M iller , 1 9 , Victoria Park, 
Shipley, Yorks.

Honourable M en tio n : H. M. Westerdale, K. Hatha
way, Marcelle Colignon, Hilda Gilling, Kathleen Rogers, 
Ethel Goulden, Grace Durand.

CLASS I I I .  (Age limit : Sixteen.!
W inner ok 7s. : Edwin E. E. T odd , 31, Shandwick 

Place, Edinburgh,
A Consolation Prizf. has tieen awarded t o : R. H. 

Southern , “  The Vicarage," Charing Heath, Ashford, 
Kent.

Honourable M en tio n : A. G. Roper, Gladys Laughton. 
Eric Davies, A. E. Forrest, A. D. Stedman, Jack Loutet, 
T. Westerdale, S. J. Moses, E. A, Anthony, J. Haworth, 
F. Sykes, Henry Smith.

No. II. — C h e st P ro b le m . (ride “ C a p t a in  Chess 
Corner,”  p. 181.)

No. III.— Boat “ La n d sca p e  in Colour, Pencil, 
In d ia n  In k ,”  etc.

CLASS I. (Age limit: Twenty-five.)
W inner of Skt of D raw ing  M atf.rtai.s : C laude 

D. J'ANSON, 52, Holland Road, Kensington, W.
H onourable M ention : Violet I-adell, Cyril Edwyu 

Ozanne.
CLASS II . (Age limit : Twenty.)
W inner of Sf.t  of Dr aw ing  M a t e r ia l s : A lfred 

Rigbv. 6, Springbridge Road, Alexandra Park. Manchester.
Honourable M ention : Constance E. Stone, H. W. 

Penny, G. Wainwright, Bessie W , Rankin, A. S. Atkinson, 
Gladys Haslewood, Mabel I-e Maistre, W. G. Heap, W. 
Richards, Mary Moreton. S. O'Neill, E. H. Banks, C. F. 
\1. Arathoon, C. May Ozanne. F. A. Allen, Maud F. A. 
Cunare, John Birmingham, R. MeCombe, J. H. Parsonage, 
T. A. Macallan, N. West, .S. P. Heminsley, J. McArdle, 
Mary J. Gilbertson.

CLA SS II I .  (Age limit: Sixteen.)
W inner of Set of Draw ing  M a t e r ia l s : C'. H. 

L eigh , 6 8 , Grand Parade, Brighton.
Honourable M ention : John Gauld. Ruby Rankin. 

H. S. Chamberlain, E, A. I.eigh, G. R. Grieve, J. M. 
Smith, R. Jeans, Gladys Scantlebury, Tom Riley, R. S. 
Murrie, Nora Pocock, Clarence Willes, W . Matthews, F. 
L. Oliver, A. BaVnes, Mary Beckhusen, Mildred Asbury, 
Oliver Gossman, Maude Pease, P. Bartlett.

No. IV. Boot S h o rt Story o r Eooay on “  A  Ctrl's  
Ideal H o lid a y .” (Girls only.)

C LA SS I. ' (Age limit: Twenty-five.)
W inner of"C ase of Sc e n t : M. E vei.yn Cuthbert, 

2, Vesey Terrace, Garville Avenue, Rathgar, Dublin.

Honourable M ention : K. Black, E. G. Ewcn Watson, 
Fiances A. Hicks.

C LA SS II .  (Age limit: Twenty.)
W inner of S ilver - M ounted Blotter : Lilian | 

Ormiston , “  Cameronian Cottage,’ ’ Brynhyfryd, Swansea 
Consolation Prizes have been awarded to: Irene j 

MAUNDER, 86. Trywhitt Road, St, John's, S.E,; and 
M arion D ick en , " “  Dhoon Villa,” Willingdon Road, | 
Eastbourne.

H onourable M e n t io n : Elsie T. Bazeley, Gertrude I 
Argyle, Eleanor Stiff, Bertha C. Wilson, Constance t. 
t ’ rombie, Maude Carrare, Winnie Flnshman, Janie Utile, | 
Dorothy Armstrong.

C LA SS III . (Age lim it: Sixteen.)
W inner of an  autograph  or Stamp A lbum : Mabel 

IRENE Fal k n e r , "  Balfour House," GrSnd Parade, Ports 
mouth.

Consolation Prizes have teen awarded to: Isis 
K ingscotk, Poste Restante, Boulogne-sur-Mer. Francr; 
and M aggie Sm ith , "  Frisbv," Gordon Hill. Enfield.

Honourable M ention : Elsie Morris, Violet Slrrwr, 
Gwendolen Braddell, Peggy Roelick, Elsie Dare, M. I. 
Berkeley, Jennie Clasper.

No. V.— Best C oaet-lino M ap  o f  Great Britain 
m a rk in g  ports, a n d  s ta t in s  w h a t each is noted 
fo r. (Boys only.)

CLA SS I. (Age limit: Twenty.)
W inner o f  C ricket Bat  : R. Percy D urst, 50. 

Rowfant Road, Balhnm.
Honourable M ention : John F.. Davies, J. E. Nerd- 

ham, H. S. Spain, H. C. Spain, C. E. Morris, G. Charters,
A. N. Ruddock, H. A. Caulkin, R. E. Caron, H. H. 
Chettle, Norman Parley. W . R. Vine, W . T. Elliott. H. 0. 
Weller. J. C. Craig, J. S. Lewis, C. \V. Pike, J. A. Fortin. 
H. J. Beardsley, B. H. E. Price.

C LA SS II . (Age limit : 'Sixteen.)
W innf.r of C rick et  Bat  : David  Pryde, 74. Dalkeith 

Road, Edinburgh. .
H onourable M ention : Tom Street, H. R- M0'1*  

H. R. Williamson, L. Ripley, N. Freeman, L. I 
P. Moore, H. Whitaker, W. M. Parkins, F. W. Watkins
A. E. Birmingham, T. Linton, A. H. Davies, V.
B. Bennett, C. W . Cadman, E. Marsden, L. !’• 
D'Arcy V. Pickett, P. H. Aveling, B. Priestman, F- BaW- 
win, P. Scammell, R. Brocklebank, W. L. Scott. I. GauW.
A. T. Belfrage, P. R. Butler. D. McKenzie, W. R- f 1"' 
smith, H. A, Rayner, C. H. Ilsley, H. S. Chamberbi.
B. Houseman, A, L. Ilsley, G. S. W. Ross.

C LA SS III .  (Age limit : Twelve.) ,
W inner of C ricket Ba t : H. J. H a l l , 3a, w  

wnite Road, Clnpham Common. , 1
Honourable M e n t io n : Walter E, Lewin, ” • M®;

C. F. Parsons. D. H. Smart, A. C. Green, H. E
L. G. Hare, Charles Robinson, A. Kingscotf, H. ' 
Kingscote, M. D. Evans, P. B. Stoner, C. '1- 
W . Wainwright. 0

No. VI.— ” Jo u b e rt’s Guns Puxxlo,” (Tflr uaf> 
Puzzle Corner," p. 179.) •

I
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SPHINX'S “ GROCER AND DRAPER" PUZZLE .

(See page 279 )



“ R ip ! '*  and M s circle of friends.



about him.

A K I N G , as I do, an evergreen interest in cricket—  first-class, school, and village— I have for years admired the extremely clever c r ic k e t  p ic tu r e s  “ R ip ” treats us to. So I wrote to “  R ip ” and told him the June number of T h e  C ap
t a in  would l ik e  to ta lk  Back came his reply:—

Dear M r. F ag,

F ra y  come to d in n er.— “ R ip .”“ R i p ’ is really Mr. Roland H ill, and his residence is a very dainty little flat, which he shares with two very pleasant and pretty sisters, down Kensington way.In due course I arrived. Now, judge of my surprise ! I found the table loaded with vegetables and fruit. “ R ip ” laughed.“ I make no secret o f i t , ”  said he. “  l ’m nine-tenths a v e g e t a r i a n .When you write 'nis interview , 
f a g, p r a y  <ul your readers 10 eat more fruit and vegetables.Iast year on

“ I'M n iw e -t e n t h s  a  v e g e t a r i a n ,”  b a id  “  RIP.”I made fifty in a banana lunch. M y
a match breakfast

often consists o f— what do you th in k ?—-fo u r  
apples a n d  a cup o f  coffee / Splendid to work on. Now let us fall to.”We fell to, and I felt, too, that there are worse things in life than a vegetarian dinner. N ot many worse things, though.Well (as they say in the novels) the meal having been cleared, my host and I drew our chairs up to the fire (the weather being still unkindly) and talked about Mr. H ill’s present- day doings, notably the coloured cartoons he drew for the Christmas Number o f T ru th .“ But don’t you want to hear all about my early struggles ? ”  suddenly demanded “  R ip ,” as he toyed with half a pineapple.“ Yes,”  said I.“  I had none,” replied “  R ip .”“  Most satisfactory,”  I rejoined. “  I do getso tired of these e a rly  struggles. But s t i l l , you must have had a beginning?” “ Sort o f one. I was a p p r e n ticed to a wood- engraver —  t h e  best man in Birmingham —  f  o r five years. H e could draw anything h im s e lf , and made me do the same, from a steam - engine to a theatrical poster. I  drew Life Guards andsea pictures, and pantomime girls, and illustrations to furniture catalogues, and coal-scuttles,
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fire - irons, gas - brackets, ‘ locks, bolts, and bars,’ and taps, anddoor - knockers------ ”“  H ey, come off that perch, young m an,” cried I.“ It ’s all fact. I even drew bones and skeletons belonging to doctors, and other fearful things, including bicycles. A t that time ‘ safeties ’ were just coming in. Yes, and I drew dresses—  fashion - plates, you know —  oh, yes, I d r e w  v e r y  n i c e  fashion - plates.”“  But how did you come to be a caricaturist ? ”“  I will tell thee,O  Fag, and let all boys attend, because far too many fellows sit and wait, like M ica w ber, for ‘ something to turn up,’ instead of getting up and looking for it. I was quite a youngster—  about twenty-one —  and beginning to tire of door-knockers and fashion-plates, when I came up to London for a holiday. Rambling round Fleet Street one day, I was passing the office of a new weekly paper, the P o litic a l W orld , when an idea struck me. I walked boldly into the office, and ran right into the editor himself“ ‘ H e l l o ! ”  sa id  h e , ‘ what is your business, my lad ? ’ (I may add th a t , a lt h o u g h  I was twenty-one, I looked about sixteen.) ‘. I f  you please, sir,’ said I, ‘ do you want a cartoonist, please ? ’“  I thought he would show me the door, but to my surprise he said : ‘ Can you draw ? ’*“  Yes, a bit,’ I replied. “  ‘ Then draw me ! ’ he said.“ So I whipped out my pencil and made a rapid sketch o f him, and 1 didn’t spare his nose, which was rather a long one. H e

looked at my sketch, took it in to the sub-editor, came out again, and said “ ‘ T ell you what, young man, we ^ want a cartoonist. Now', draw us a cartoon for next week’s number, will you?.’. “ H e  gave me full instructions, and I drew the cartoon, and was paid fifty shillings for it, and, to cut ray tale short, I may tel' you that I stayed in London and drew a cartoon every week for that paper until it died.“ For years after wards I drew comic p ic tu r e s  for comic papers, until at last I didn’t know'what was funny. F a c t! Now I draw for all sorts and co n d itio n s of periodicals. A great deal o f my work, during the summer, appears in the Evening 
N ew s, but I also contribute regularly to a number o f sixpenny weeklies and monthlies, now and then illustrating a book or doing a book cover" “ But you do not confine yourself to cricket?" “  By no means. I am constantly working on political and other subjects. I have drawn Mr. Chamberlain hundreds o f times —  I  mention him because he is my most successful political study.”“ W h i c h  a re  th e  c r ic k e te r s  who lend themselves most easily, to caricature ? ”“ First and foremost — Grace, then Trott, F.G . J .  Ford, Townsend,R ic h a r d s o n , A b e l ,Sammy W oods, Jessop,Ranji, and indeed all those who are e it h e r  very stout or very thin, or with curious angles about ’em .”“  Now what are the points about our great cricketers which catch your e y e ? ”“  Look at R a n ji! H e

THE OLD GAFFEB— NOT YET 1
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■ a series ot curves —  sinuous, panther - like. Have you seen him field at slip ? H e  swoops at a ball as a panther springs on its prey. Then take ‘ W. G .’ The first thing you notice is his great, grizzled beard—quite in keeping with hfs elephantine frame. H e ’s a veritable Viking of cricket.” . .“ Yes ? Who else ? ”« Jackson is the most supple man 1 have ever 
s e e n — hands, wrists, legs, body— just like a willow sapling. As for Fry, he is a most disheartening subject to caricature, as he is physically a perfectly-formed man, I should say —nothing for my pencil to get hold of and exaggerate except his front hair.» Briggs strikes you as a little, round, india- rubber ball— glad he’s back and at work again,

by the way. I f  K ey, *\V. G . , ’ and Bnggs had all been out o f first-class cricket this season, I should have been quite short o f subjects. Thank goodness, there are some young ones coming on— excellent pencil matter —such as Townsend and Jessop.Of cricketers who have practically retired from the arena, I most loved 0 draw (loorge Giffen, Harry Trott, jyey, Sir T . C . O ’Brien, W . W. Read,
. Phillips, and Hornby —  all o f 
®rn had characteristic attitudes which ent well on paper.”

I  may here mention that a recent picture o f  th e  la te  Surrey captain so pleased Mrs. K ey, that she wrote to the editor of the paper in which it appeared and asked for the original drawing.“  I was extremely pleased,” said Mr. H ill, “ when I heard o f her request. I feared that I might possibly have hurt Mr. K ey’s feelings in one or two of these caricatures, and this letter made my mind easy on the point.“ I first v is ite d  L o n d o n  when I was eighteen,” con-
'W H O S UNDER 

THE H A T ?"

\
\

\

JESSOP.

tinued “ R ip ,” “ a n d  I had three great ideas in my head. T h e  first was to hear Gladstone speak, the second to see Irving act, and the third to watch Grace at the wickets. I went to the House of Commons and heard Gladstone answer a question ; I went to the Lyceum and saw Irving in M a cb eth ; I went to Lord’s and watched Grace bat. I was disappointed by the performances o f G l a d s t o n e  an d Irving, but Grace delighted me.





“ R I P ! ” A N D  H I S  C R I C K E T  C A R I C A T U R E S .It was, I think, a G l o u c e s t e r  v. M iddlesex match, and the champion scored over sixty. Even then I heard a man in the crowd r e m a r k :  ‘ O h ,  Grace is too old to p l a y ;  n o  g o o d  now.* in criticism o f which observation I may merely state that this was sixteen years ago, and Grace is still p r e t t y  liv e ly  between the sticks.”“ Since then you have watched Grace bat hundreds of times, I suppose?”“ 1 have—in all parts o f the country— and there isn’t a man in the world for whom I have a greater admiration than' ‘ W. G . ’ I was at the Oval last year, and saw' Grace looking through one of my books o f caricatures. H e  laughed at my pictures o f Trott and Briggs; but when he came to himself he didn’t laugh at all —simply crammed the book into his pocket and walked away. I  have heard since that he doesn’t like my caricatures o f himself. W ell, I consider that all’s fair in love, war, and caricature —some folks ‘ take it all in fun,’ as school-boys say, and some don’t. It  doesn’t do a man any harm to be caricatured— in fact, it often makes him known to the public. It is the best advertisement a man can possibly have. T he men who are constantly being caricatured in P u n ch  are by far the best known in Parliament, and probably wouldn’t be recognised by the public were it not for these pictures o f them which are constantly appearing in tne comic papers.”“ E v e r  draw f o o t ballers ? ”“  Hardly ever. • You see, their football ‘ lives ’ are so short that, with the exception o f half a dozen very big players, there is really no scope for c a r ic a tu 're  in this direction. I  can only see two types— the tall, clean-lim bed, a t h l e t i c  amateur, and the bulletheaded, b u l l- n e c k e d , bow-legged professional.Here’s a picture showing what I mean.”
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“ t h e  t h r e e  c a d g e r s ."
. (A very early cartoon by “ R ip ”)And M r. H ill showed me th e  little sketch underlined “ P r o .  a n d  A m a teur.”“ O h , com e,” said I, “  that is hardly fair.A f t e r  all ,  a g rea t  many ‘ pros.’ are tall, and a g r e a t  many ‘amateurs’ short, eh?”“ A h !  you must  remember the law of a v e r a g e s — physical averages. Besides that,it is necessary for a caricaturist to exaggerate.”Another thought struck me at this point.“  D o you draw your cricketer from life ? ”“ N o ,  s i r ,  f r o m  memory — always. I drew R o c h e ’s right hand from life, because I thought it was an extraordinary thing that a man s h o u l d  be a bowler at a ll  with a hand like that. T he spin he gets on the ball is w o n d e r fu l .  H e  nearly knocked off two o f my fingers once when bowling against me.” “ Y o u  play cricket yourself, t h e n ? ”“  Oh, I have an occasional knock. I  once s to o d  up to A l b e r t  

g e o r g e  g if f e h . Trott — for one over.

T h e  first ball hit me on the leg, the secondi never saw at all, the third whizzed by meo! the off— just caught a glimpse of it—-if,, fourth I ran out and hit on the full pjlci (which Trott said wasn’t cricket), and the fifth bowled me, middle stump. It was ^ famous fast one.” •“  Any more anecdotes ? ” I inquired.“  W ell,” said “  R ip ,” “  it’s curious bw one’s work gets about. I was playing in a cricket match against an asylum down at Woodford, or somewhere in that district and was told that one of the most hopeless lunatics there had not only kept all m drawings he had found in papers, but had copied them— enlarging them to four times their original size— and had done his wort well, too. When he found out who 1 was' he was ‘ all over m e.’ I found it very di& cult to get away from him, but eventuallyI escaped and raj all the way to the station.“  I was once ‘d» c o v e r e d  ’ in a very different place, 1 often take Turkish baths ,  and at the place I go to the at tendant calls me‘Mr. R ip .’ One day he had addressed me in
THE FIRST MOTOR OAR BUILT IN LONDON.

(Sketched, from life by “ Rip.")

MASON AND FORD.
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f o o t J la r

this way, as usual, when three very fat men, with ‘ just a covering’ on them, got up, waddled slowly across to and held out three plump, perspiring __ hands.“  ‘ Allow' me,’ said each fat man,

‘ to shake hands with you, Mr. R i p ! ’“  And so, in that strange garb, I solemnly shook hands with my three warm —  very warm— admirers ! ”But those gentlemen pictured below —  as I assured Mr. Hill-—are only three out o f a great host. Cricket bec o m e s  a very real and live

JES60P FIELDING (“ A HOT ONE I ” )

CRICKET IN HIT

t h i n g  under tht 
in f l u e n c e  of his 
p e n c i l .  Before 
I  le ft  “ R ip ” 
a s k e d  him 10 
d r a w  fo r  T he 
C aptain evtry 
m o n t h ,  and 
“ R i p ” agreed 
t o  d o  so.

0 . F.

W A JU i A D iL iliL K b .

/
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T h€ D L S W e W N c e
i s  ° f

o D d y B o j t o n

e ^ ^ ^ D o d l e . ^  L a m  p e n .
Sketches by G. M. Dodshon.

I.A C K  away ! ” said Noddy.Toddy and Noddy stood in the lane which divided the home field from the cricket ground.W ithout any hesitation they applied their feet so vigorously to the oak palings that in a few moments a hole appeared below the bottom crossbar. Noddy surveyed the work of destruction with satisfaction.“ A ll you’ve got to do,” said he, “ is to wait your time, and, when Porkins isn’t looking, back away from the pitch, crawr to this hole, slither through, and bunk home.”“  Suppose you are spotted 1 ”“  Then, of course, you’ll take your licking like a man,” replied Noddy, lifting his square little chin.Most of the Lower School contented themselves with grumbling because they were compelled to field for the second eleven. Noddy and Toddy alone took action. Noddy did this, not because he disliked to field, but because he loved an adventure. Toddy joined him because his timidity had attracted the attention of those in the Lower School who had a fine taste in tormenting others, and they invariably chose him for the honourable but lively position of cover-point.“  Look here, you young funk ! ” said Porkins on his airival that afternoon, ‘‘ you’ve been sent to Roundle to learn not to funk. So stand there ! Nearer—nearer ! Now, let a ball pass, and----- ”

Porkins, however, proved in wretched form, and the leg side were busy. Then the ball was lost Noddy and Toddy threw caution to the winds, ran to the palings, dived through the hole, and gained the class room.The first stroke of Porkins after the recovery' of the ball was to cover, and the absentees were at once discovered.Practice ended, a dozen kids sped on ahead, bearing the joyful tidings of the wrath of Porkins. and the prospective thrashing of Toddy and NoddySpeculation was rife as to whether the thrashing would be public or private. The victims’ friends voted solid for the former. Porkins, too, decided for a public administration, as a warning to all rebels. ’Ju s t  before lights were extinguished excitement ran high in Thirty-seven Dormitory. The forty boys who slept there were rushing about in wild confusion, and only the tap, tap, tap, of a fencing stick, far off as yet, but drawing nearer, drove them in a mad rush to their beds.“  Where’s Toddy ? ” whisjrered Hartley, from hi* perch on the pillow.“  There’s one of them, at all events,” remarked Grubb, with satisfaction.“  Won’t Porkins be mad 1”  said Otley.Porkins noticed the empty bed at once, and he was mad.“  Where’s the other young cub ? ” demanded he, flinging down the quilt, and showing the bed denuded of blankets. f“ I ’ll thrash every fellow if you don’t say, he continued.
j



THE DISAPPEARANCE OF TODDY BOSTON. 205He satisfied his rage by giving Noddy a double rlo.se. The blows fell anyhow and anywhere, until 
the fencing-stick split, and cracked, and snapped. Then he Hung the broken end at Noddy and^Wemwiled round Noddy’s bed in sympathetic silence.“ pll kill that young T o d d y ! ” groaned-the victim.“ Did it hurt much?” asked Parr.Noddy answered by a look. I t  was more expressive than words.“ Where's old Toddy ? W hat a beastly funk he is!” exclaimed Marks.“ How do 1 know ?” replied Neddy. “ W ait till 1 meet him ! ”“ Make him run the gauntlet,” suggested Hartley.“ He’ll turn up presently,” said Marks, “ and then yon cm go for him.”But the bed remained empty all night. Toddy did not appear at early school.His place was vacant at breakfast. His f o r m -m a s te r  at morning school inquired if he were ill. Before dinner fellows spread themselves out on the hot-water pipes and talked ntxmt Haywood, who ran away four years ago.A monitor went round each table at dinner and collected information about Toddy.Fallows had plenty to s a y ; but the information was wide of the mark. On the monitor’s heels followed a master, who frightened some of the kids by his keen, suspicious looks ; but no fresh in fo r m a tio n  was forthcoming.By tea-time it was recognised as a fact that Toddy Boston really had disappeared.“ I hear they’re going to track him with bloodhounds,” said Chin kster.“ The Head and four of the Sixth went out just before t̂ h remarked H a r t l e y  to Noddy. JA couple of masters and °ur more monitors followed before “ prep.” They scoured n  C°.Untr-v ôr miles around.oy hunted down every pos- V e c*uc- They visited a 0zeii Ponds, a score of farm-

Vol. iii.—23

houses, and a hundred haystacks. They dived into chalk quarries, crossed Roundle Moor in every direction, and questioned every person they met. A t m id nighty half the school witnessed from the dormitory windows their return by ones and twos.The last news which seemed mysteriously to circulate from some unknown source was, that the ponds were to be dragged next day,Boston’s people arrived early. An extraordinary silence pervaded the school, and hushed the murmur which usually filled the class-rooms. Even when the ponds proved empty, boisterous laughter or loud tones were no longer heard.Two facts alone seemed certain. Toddy was known to have plenty of money, and he was supposed to have taken his blankets with him. But how or where he had vanished baffled conjecture. I I .
The term had opened with unsettled weather. Stormy days and brilliant sunshine alternated,

" WHEKE'S THE OTllEIt TOUSiQ C U B ?" DEMANDED POUKXSB.



2o 6 THE CAPTAIN.and the summer day when Toddy Boston disappeared was immediately followed by a gale.The grey sky with which the next day began soon resolved itself into a fine rain which blotted out the landscape. Fires were lit, and a crowd of fellows scorched themselves before the blazing coals.“ Jo lly  wet for Toddy Boston,” remarked Hartley.The rain streamed down the window-panes and gurgled in the pipe at the angle of the building.“  He’s in the pond all right,” said Marks. “  I t  won’t float for a day or two. I  wouldn’t like to go by Freshfield Pond after dark myself. The phosphorus makes ’em look ghastly.”Several of the younger boys looked back nervously into the deepening twilight, and up at the giant shadows which dodged on the wall.Suddenly the door opened. Everyone started up. I t  was Dawson, and the wet ran down his waterproof and formed puddles on the floor.“  Found him ? ” a dozen asked.“ No. Any of the rest in ?”W ithout waiting for an answer Dawson shut the door, and the boys resumed their seats. The grey afternoon was fast changing into a wild, dark night, such as is sometimes seen in late April.“ You mark my words. I t  will be found in Freshfield Pond,” repeated Marks gloomily.Nobody spoke. The friendly heat of the fire attracted every eye.Suddenly the door opened again. Everyone looked round. Any moment news might be expected. I t  had come ! They jumped up when they saw Chuekster’s face.“ Found him ?” demanded half a dozen together
“  I ’ve seen his ghost,” gasped Chuckster.“ Grandmother ! ” retorted Otley, irritably.“ By Freshfield Pond 1 ” asked Marks with assurance.“  No. By the top linen-room. I  sang out and it vanished.”“  I  told you so,” remarked Hartley. “  H e’s drowned ! ”He stirred the fire into a blaze, and the brotherhood felt grateful.The appearances of Toddy Boston’s ghost multiplied. That same evening a maid met it, and fainted forthwith. K id  Hawkins told with dilated eyes of a similar experience. H is story grew With repetition, until a fleshless skull and eyes which flashed fire were prominent features in the account. Then one of the Sixth, who sat up late to read for the Foreland Scholarship, met Toddy’s ubiquitous ghost.Toddy Boston disappeared on Tuesday, and on Friday Croesus1 hamper arrived. The confraternity were sorely in need of comfort, and Croesus became the centre of an attentive, anxious

circle. He dispelled all feats by a general invitation to the hot-water pipers to meet him in [fo box-room after school.The box-room of the Lower School was situated for medical reasons under the eye of the matron, and near the top linen-room. She was supposed to be present when hampers were opened, but more often other duties detained her. The dan proceeded in compact order to this room with smiling faces and mouths which watered at the prospect of good things.“  You’re a trump, Croesus ! ” said Marks.“ I  hope it’s plum cake, and not seed,” remarked Otley.“ You bet it will be. I  know the mater," replied Cnesus. '“  A ny apples ?” asked Noddy.“ Stunners,” replied Croesus. “ My mater twigs how to choose apples. And her tarts! Well, wait till you taste ’em. Crisp crust, and crowded out inside, you know.”“ Hurry up, old man,” cried out Marks.Croesus knew that he was a public benefactor, and he advanced towards his hamper with tie step of a philanthropist.“ There’s heaps for all,” said he. “  Don’t b« afraid to ask for more, you chaps.”They promised.The cover creaked. Croesus howled.“ W ho’s been to it I I ’m robbed! Someone'! bagged everything ! ”The boys surveyed the empty interior with blank faces.“ You greedy pig ! ” cried Marks, “ you’veeaten ’em yourself.”“  I  haven’t,” protested Croesus.“  Where have they gone, then 1 ” asked Marks.However, every fellow knew that Croesus had too much money, and was too generous to k shabby like that. I t  was a mystery.“  W hat’s that 1 ” asked little Hawkins.H e had been peering into the hamper, and feeling through the straw for a stray cake « apple. He lifted out a square, hard packet, ana began to unfold the paper, but Marks took it opened it, and three half-crowns rolled away acres the floor.“ Listen, you fellows,” exclaimed Marks, “ theres some writing.”
“  Sorry to take your tuck, Croreus, but I must ”“  I t ’s from Toddy ! ” exclaimed Marks, Crcestn, and Hartley in a breath.The news spread. Toddy was alive! Tod T was in hiding not far away ! Someone suggest’ behind the boxes. They were quickly inspect® Though they reached to the ceiling, they packed too close and too flat against the waU



THE DISAPPEARANCE OF TODDY BOSTON. 207the long shelves, to permit of even the smallest boy hiding behind them.The seizure of Croesus’ tuck brought to light other losses. The cook reported the disappearance of two loaves and some candles, and a missing pot 
or two of jam from the studies was remembered.Of course, a fresh search was made. Dawson and Burrows visited every room in Roundle, Not ii corner or a cupboard but they inspected, yet Toddy Boston’s hiding-place remained undiscovered. He even poured contempt on these efforts by purloining a tin of sardines from the captain’s study that very night.The monitors decided to sit up and watch.

his latter days the old fellow had become more fond than ever of a glass of whisky.“ He’d get drunk,’’ replied Dawson.“  Not he,” replied Williams, who particularly objected to sitting up. “  H e’d be all right. Let him watch for a night or two.”A s the sun went down the wind rose again, until a gale was shaking the foundations of Koundle. Talk and jokes made “  prep.” lively that evening, for the rattling of the windows covered the sound of the fellows’ voices, but it was very different when the lights were lowered, and silence proclaimed by the monitor on duty. The thunder of the wind could be heard then, and every

THE BOYS SURVEYED THE EMPTY INTERIOR WITH BLANK. PACES.H>ey changed every few hours, and persevered for three nights. On the fourth they struck, and that night Toddy raided the studies, and carried off fresh supplies. The Sixth stood aghast and helpless.The Head was kept informed, of course, of foody’s misdemeanours, but, as Dawson said they 'could certainly find him, the matter was left in a® captain’s hands.Why shouldn’t old Johnson sit u p ? ” asked ■ hams Major when the Sixth again met to discuss matters.*<  ^hnson was the former school porter. He 1 dtle now, for his son had taken his place. In

window-pane seemed to be resisting the attack of the gale.Downstairs old Johnson determined to make himself comfortable. He built up a blazing fire, and he applied his lips at short intervals to the whisky flask. By the time the flask was empty, he had fallen asleep in his chair before the fire.I t  must have been about midnight, when Thirty- seven Dormitory had at last tumbled off into an uneasy sleep, that a shrill voice cried o u t:—“  Get up, you fellows, if you don’t  want to be burnt! ”In  two minutes the room was alive with boys in their white nightshirts. The monitor struck a



2 0 8 THE CAPTAIN.match, and by the dim light we. saw Toddy Boston standing near the door. Someone exclaimed that it was Toddy’s ghost, but he soon squashed that.“ W hat r o t ! ” said he. “ Johnson’s drunk, and he’s set Dawson’s room on fire ! Bring your jugs, you chaps, and come along ! Quick ! ”Those who failed to get jugs, becauce some grasped two, dragged off their blankets, and in another sixty seconds a white legion was whirling along the passage and tumbling down the stairs.Many of the jugs went crash.H a lf the water was spilt. Feet were cut by broken bits of crockery.No one noticed these things. The smoke was pouring out of the captain’s study, and old Johnson was inside.“ Al l  right, you kids ! Well done, you fellows ! Pass along the jugs ! ”Dawson chucked the water in until the place was swimming.Then he and Burrows dashed in with blankets, and smothered the burning woodwork.I t  was all over in half an hour, but when the Head made his little speech at early school, he said that, but for the prompt way in which the alarm had been given,Boundle must have been burnt to the ground, and many lives lost.Toddy Boston blushed. The Head looked at him for a moment, and then dismissed the school.The brotherhood who haunted the hot-w ater pipes were not even interested to know that old Johnson was recovering. They wanted to discover Toddy’s hiding- place. H e  refused to gratify their curiosity. They entreated and prevailed.“ Come along to the box-room,” said he.The brotherhood gathered there.“  Take down that top corner box,” bade Toddy, “  or shove it along—there’s room for it.”

When it was moved (and it was Toddy’s own) a small trap-door leading to the space under tie rafters could be seen.“ Then you saw us open Croesus’ hamper?"said Maries.“ llather,” replied Toddy. “ There’s a squint- hole in the wood.”“ You young cad ! ” exclaimed Marks.

A WHITE LEGION WAS WHIBLING ALONG THE PASSAGE.“ I owe you one,” remarked Noddy. "I*®* yonr thrashing as well as my own.” .“  I t ’s a fine place up there,” replied Toddy. can walk over half Roundle. Shall we explore'



SOME CRICKET TIPS

B y  C . B. F r y .

M any players, who ought to know better, will tell you that wickets are of two sorts only— wet and dry, and that wet wickets are good to bowl on, dry to bat on. This, of course, is incomplete and misleading. It  is important to understand wickets— especially if  you are captain o f a side. You may say, if you like, that there are three kinds of wickets— v iz ., wet, dry, and drying ; but a better classification is: fast, slow, and sticky.I I .Fast wickets are not all the same, and not all dry. There are, roughly, four sorts— hard, dry, true, wickets  w i c k e ts  hard and dry, but worn and crumbling; hard w i c k e t s —  quite hard, mind you— but wet on the surface, and very slippery ; and wickets so wet that the ball cuts through so easily that it comes fastish. Now mark this : the first, third, and fourth of these are much in favour of the batsman ; the second helps the bowler. The fourth is, without doubt, of all wickets the most difficult to bowl on, and is considered, by most good judges, the easiest to bat on. H ence there 15 at least one sort o f fast, dry wicket that favours the bowler, and one really wet wicket ~~wct, yet fastish— that is not only excellent for batting, but very bad for bowling. Moral : Uon’t fancy you cannot get runs just because me wicket is wet ; and don’t fancy you cannot bowl just because it is dry.I I I .Slow wickets are not all wet. T he turf on some grounds is spongey, and renders the pace cimte slow, even though there may have been no min for months. Nearly always, however, slow pickets are wet. O f  these there are two sorts—e sloppy, on which the ball cuts through without any pace; and the sodden, or dead, on which

I. fthe ball breaks— sometimes much, sometimes a little, but always coming slow' off the ground. Slow wickets are not at all difficult for batsmen who know howto play on them— i.e ., who watch good length balls carefully as they rise from the ground and play them back, and who hit overpitched or short balls hard but with judgment, It is not the amount of break that makes bowling difficult, but the pace at which the breaking ball comes from the ground. It is very common for batsmen to give up all hope o f runs simply because the bowler can make the ball “  do a lot.”  That is a great mistake. Balls that break without “  devil ” are easy to play.. IV .W hen a wicket, previously wet, dries up slowly, it usually plays quite easy, being merely dead, or s o d d e n .  D r y i n g  quickly, however, it is liable to become either sticky or caked; and then the ball not only breaks a lot but does it very quickly. A  really difficult wicket, whether caked on top or glue-like, is always the result of a hot sun on a wet- tish ground. Unless the sun comes out in force, a wet wicket is generally easy. When there is a nice, fresh, regular wind and no sun, a wicket sometimes (dries up quite quickly, and yet neither glues nor cakes. V . ,The conclusion is that difficult wickets are not at all common even in a wet season— that is, on well kept grounds. Those grounds, however, which have much clay in their composition are often sticky to a degree whenever at all wet, sun or no sun. An over-doctored wicket is liable to play difficult if an unexpected shower falls ; but, as a rule, wet wickets do not really favour the bowler any more than the batsman.
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The chief reason for mentioning the above points is that many matches are spoilt simplyVI.

THE FORE-ABM HOOK.
By ■ permission of " The Book of Cricket.”

because the players fancy the wicket, if  it is wet, is unplayable. V I I .Everyone admits that when you win the toss you ought almost invariably to take first innings. Captains, however, when the wicket is wet, often find it hard to decide. I f  in doubt, take the innings. N ot once in fifty times does it pay to put the other side in. Many captains are at great pains to decide whether the wicket is or is not difficult. T hat, however, is not the problem, but whether it will be more difficult during the first innings than at any other time, and whether, even then, it will be so much more difficult during the first innings as to make up for all the disadvantages o f going in second, of which by far the most considerable is that the ground will soon become cut up and damaged. County captains hate winning the toss when the wicket is sticky. They can never be sure whether it will turn out advantageous to put the other side in. They prefer to lose the toss, and let the other captain have the responsibility of choosing. W hen in doubt they take the innings.V I I I .  .“  W . G . ” advises every batsman to have a knock, “ even if  it’s only three full pitches,”

before going in. An over or two at the nets loosens your muscles, warms you up, and maybe gets rid o f Lvvo or three o f your worst strokes. A  word o f caution, however. T h e  wickets at the practice nets are very rarely, even on the best grounds, o f the same quality and pace as the match wdckets in the middle o f the ground. Hence, if you are not on the look-out you may defeat your object by “  getting your eye in at the nets ” —  you get your eye in on a wicket of one pace, and pass off to mistime the ball on a wicket o f another pace. For this reason it does not pay to practise more than for a few minutes before going in. Also, if  you practise too long you tire yourself, and take the edge off your keenness. W e all know the man who makes century on century at the nets but rarely double figures in a match. H e  is the extreme case; H is towering drives before the match astonish the spectators. “ W ait till Smasher comes in,” they say. But Smasher usually has had his innings p a r  avance, and falls a victim to the first good ball he receives.
I X .A  few words about nervousness and overconfidence. There are many degrees of nervousness, varying from paralysis to slight anxiety. Nervousness also affects different

AIMED AT THE ARTIST.
By permission of "  The Book of Cricket

people in different ways; some it renders imbecile, others it seems to stimulate. The commonest effect of it, however, is to make i



SOME CRICKET TIPS. 211layer alter his usual game. The hitter plays like Scotton, the careful bat launches out into wild extremes. Some, when nervous, can do nothing but play forward without looking at the ball. It is quite certain that nervousness can be overcome to a certain extent by an effort of will, but the best cure for it is to forget .yourself think only o f your side, determine to do your best, and leave the rest to happen. If, on going in, you feel empty inside and “  groggy ” about the knees, you should straightway take care to concentrate your attention unremittingly on each ball bowled you. Nervous men often lcse their wicket by thinking of something else when they ought to be thinking only of the
Over-confidence is the comrade o f ignorance. He who knows much about cricket, and has any degree of intelligence, being fully alive to the innumerable mischances that may happen to him, takes every precaution, and never counts his runs till they are on the score - sheet. Humble mindedness tinged with anxiety makes the most runs at cricket.X I .Confidence is the comrade of knowledge. It does not consist in believing you have powers you have not, but in believing you can use such powers as you have.

ANSW ERS T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .Miss Secretary.—Yes, runs scored from over
throws count against the bowler in his analysis just 
as though the runs accrued from a hit pure and

simple. For instance,, if a batsman bit a ball to the 
out-field and ran two for it, and if, when the ball was 
returned, the wicket-keeper missed it and it went to the 
boundary for four runs, you would put down six in the 
analysis just as if the batsman had hit the ball clean 
out of the ground. I do not know of any book really 
suited to your purpose. I do not think there is one. 
Perhaps “ Cricket for Beginners,” by A. C. Maclaren 
(Rivington’s), might be of some use, or the “  Cricket ” 
volume in the “ All England Series,”  by Lyttelton. 
Small-boy cricketers are best reared “ by hand.” 
What a good thing that you are able to run your club 
so well; you deserve very great credit. You have 
evidently got everything well in hand and are able to 
kindle enthusiasm. N. M. S.—Glad to hear from you 
again. There is reason in what you say—Rugby cer
tainly deserves as much space as Association. The 
defect will probably be remedied next year; it is too 
late now, I fear. Your writing has improved. Your 
former letter misled me into fancying you were a 
mere critic; I see now you are a keen sportsman who 
deserves consideration. Good luck to you, therefore. 
Ember.—Sting, or “ devil,” in bowling is, I fear, dif
ficult to acquire unless you have something, of the 
sort inherent in your delivery. I know exactly what 
you mean. Do not, however, be discouraged; it is 
remarkable what may be done by perseverance.
Try to keejr the swing of your arm free and 
elastic, the muscles relaxed, not contracted, the 
action quick and lively. Do not think much about 
break; deliver the ball with as much finger-flip eb 
you can; follow through well with your delivery, and 
run a step or two down the pitch after the ball. The 
very fact that your mind is intent on making the hall 
spin will, with perseverance in practice, tend towards , 
the acquirement of “ devil.” St- Francis.—Settle 
played inside-left, as far as I remember, for Bury 
and also for England. Some critics say he ought to 
have played in that position against Scotland this 
season. Enquirer.—Yes; Mr, P. F. Warner’s book,
“  Cricket in Many Climes,” is excellent and very in
structive if read with intelligence. E. KellOW.—You 
do not give me enough information to enable me to 
advise you, but you will find some compendious bints 
on hurdling and other races in the April C aptain.

C. B. F.N otice. — Enquirers should not send stamped envelopes. 
Answers can only be given in  T he  C aptain .

t h e  C.T.V.



PUBLIC SCHOOL STORY.
' Ef FRED SWANSON.X IS T R A T E D  BY • T  P I R  W HIT W E L L .

SYNOPSIS.—(C hapters I.—VII.)
The tale is related by Carr, captain of St. Amory’s School. 

Acton, a fifth-form boy, and a brilliant full-back, is seen by 
Bourne (the “  footer ” captain) and Carr to deliberately trip 
one of the opposing team. On this account Bourne refuses 
to give him his colours. Thus the feud begins. As the matter 
of the “  foul ” (for the school’s credit), is kept quiet by those 
who witnessed it, the school in general supposes that Acton 
is denied his “ cap ” on account of the existence of a private 
quarrel between himself and Bourne, who promptly becomes 
exceedingly unpopular. Acton, posing as a martyr, seizes tho 
opportunity to win the goodwill of 8t. Amory’s in every pos
sible way, and as a beginning starts regenerating his house— 
”  BiiTen’s,” hitherto the slackest, both in school and out of it. 
At the end of the term a crowd of Amorians gave vent to 
their feelings at the railway station by hooting Phil and 
cheering Acton to the echo.

C H A P T E R  V I I I .
THE YOU NG BROTHER.

W hen St. Amory’s reassembled after the holidays Acton found himself firmly established in the good graces of the fellows, and, indeed, he was not far from being the most popular fellow in the place ; but poor Phil was looked coldly upon by those who had been his chiefest friends, and by those who knew little of him he passed for a jealous bounder. Acton played up to his cards in beautiful style, and acted the forgiving innocent splendidly; but Phil, who was only a very honest fellow, did not play anything to speak of. Those who gave him the cold shoulder once never had a second-chance of showing it him, for Phil was no end proud ; but he had still one or two friends, who condoned his passing of Acton for the “ footer” cap on the ground of “ insufficient information” thereon. Roberts and Baines and Vercoe were not a bad trio to have for friends either. Acton was now in the Sixth, and a monitor.H is main idea was to keep Bourne in the bad

books of the school until such time as he could direct their ill-favour into channels favourable to himself and unfavourable for Phil. A lucky chance seemed to open to him an easy method o( striking at Bourne, and Acton almost hugged himself with joy at his windfall.About a week after the holidays Acton had been skating on the Marsh, and as he was returning he came across Ja c k  Bourne engaged in a desperate fight with a young yokel. There was a small crowd of loafers, who were delighted at this little turn up, and were loud in their advice to the fellow to give “ the young swell a good hiding.’This little crowd, sis I  said, caught Acton’s eye, and when he perceived that &ne of the fighters was a St. Amory fellow, he hurried up to see what mas the little game.Young Bourne was getting the worst of it. The yokel was a year or two older, was taller, and stones heavier. I t  was an unequal fight. Bourne was standing up to his man pluckily, and, thanks to the “  agriculturalrl style of the clodhopper, was not taking nearly so much harm as he should ban done. He was, however; pretty low down in the mouth, for there was not a friendly eye to encourage him, nor a friendly shout to back him upOn the contrary, the mob howled with delight as their man got “ home,” and encouraged hi® - “  Gow it, Dick ! Knock the stuffin’ out of ’indActon had not been noticed, but he thrust himself into the mob, and said : “  Stand back, J'0® little beggars, or I ’ll massacre the lot of you. Gi*® the boy room, you filthy p ig s !” The “ pig* scuttled back, and for the first time Bourne really had fair play.Acton took out his watch and assumed tw direction of the fight. .T i m e ! ” he shouted out. “ You fe llo w , that® your corner, and if you stir out of it before I g1<e the word I ’ll thrush you within an inch of J’0®1



life Thi> will be ours, Bourne.” He strode in between the two, and pushed the yokel among his friends, whilst he dragged Bourne a little apart.
“ Thanks awfully, Acton. That beast knocked Die off the path into the snow-heap when he saw I was one of the school. I  struck him, but he’s abig handful.” ' '“ Don’t talk, Bourne,” said Acton, grimly. “  I t ’s only wasting breath. Keep cool, man, and you will pull it off yet.”
Thanks to Acton’s encouragement, young Bourne worked along ever so much better, so that when time was called he had taken no damage practically, but had scored a little on his own account.“ Sit down on my coat. You’re doing famously. Whatever you do, don’t let him swing you one in the face. You’ll be snuffed out if you do. Keep him out at any cost, and try an upper cut after hd swings. Waste no time after he’s missed.”But although young Bourne scored no end in the next few rounds by following Acton’s advice, his good efforts seemed wasted. The lout’s face was as hard as a butcher's block. Acton saw that Bourne was visibly tiring, a n d ; that it was an almost foregone conclusion that in the end he would be beaten. H e could hardly stall off the fellow’s attack.After the seventh round Acton saw that he 

must put all to the touch, or Bourne would lose. “Listen carefully, young ’un. You’re jolly game, 
and that’s a fact, but there’s no good hammering on the fool’s face—he can’t feel. You must try another trick. I t ’s the la s t  in your box, too, Bourne, so make no mistake. St. Amory’s for ever! When he swings, duck. Don’t try to ward him off--he’ll beat you down. Then, for all you’re worth, drive home with your left on the jaw. On the jaw for all you’re worth. You’ve seen the sergeant do it dozens of times in the gym. Keep eool, and look when you hit—on the very peak. 
Understand ? ”“ Rather! ” said Ja c k , coolly but wearily.“ Time!”The yokel came on in all the pride of his beefy strength, for he knew that he was going to finish the “ swell” this round. H e swung. Bourne ducked, and then, quick as lightning, the lad dosed in, and, with the last ounce he had in mm, drove his left on the jaw. H e was true to 4 hair.

lla lw t ’* shouted Acton. “  Don’t give him m'e> J ack. Send him down if you can.” h 7?Urne,'s “ point” had the usual effect; the lout’s ^  swam, lie felt sick and sorry, and could not I even ward off Ja c k ’s blows. He backed, Jack  like inad all the time, and when Acton ^Hy called “ t ime!” lie dropped on to the P'ouud blubbing. The fellow’s eye was visibly

A C T O N ’S swelling, his lips were cut, and his nose bled villainously.“ The pig bleeds” said Acton, cheerfully. “ You have him now, Bourne ; he’s too sick to have an ounce of fight left in him. Time ! ”The next round wasn’t a round really ; .i t  was a procession, with Bourne, as fresh as paint from his success, following up the other blubbing with rage, pain, and sickness. Before Acton called, the fellow dropped to the ground and howled dismally, “ Get  your coat, Jack; and then come here. H e’s dona Stand back you others.”Ja ck  came back.“ Now, you pig, get up and apologise to this gentleman for having knocked him into the snow heap. I  suppose your pig’s eyes couldn’t see he was only half your size.” Acton got hold of the fellow by the collar and jerked him to his feet. “ Apologise.” • •The fellow would not understand ; lie snivelled obstinately, and struggled aimlessly in Acton’s grasp.“  Apologise ”“  I  wow n’t,”“  Good,” said Acton, grimly. With his flat hand he gave the fellow a thundering cuff which sent him sprawling. Acton then caught him by the back of his waistcoat and trousers and threw him headlong into the snow heap.“ Come along, Bourne,” he said, with a smile. “  You have fought a good fight this day, and no mistake. That fellow will have a fit the next and every time he sees the smallest St. Amory’s fag’s cap.”“ I  say, Acton, you’re an awful brick to back me up like that.”“ Don’t mention it, Bourne. Come and have some tea with me, and I ’ll pour oil into your wounds, or at any rate, I ’ll paint ’em.”So young Bourne had tea with Acton, and his host went out afterwards to Dann’s the chemist’s and brought back a camel’s hair brush and some lotion. Thanks to this, Ja c k ’s scars appeared as very honourable wounds indeed.From that day Ja c k  thought Acton the finest fellow in St. Amory’s.“  He did not spread-eagle that fool,” he said to himself, “  but let me have the glory of pounding the ugly brute into jelly, and made me go in and win when I was ready to give in to the cad. Why did not Phil give him his cap ? There’s something rotten somewhere.” ’A s for Acton, as I  said before, he regarded this little incident as a treasure trove upon which he could draw almost unlimitedly in his campaign against Bourne. “  I ’ll strike at Bourne, senr., through his young brother. I ’ll train him up in the way he should go, and when our unspsakable
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prig of a Philip sees what a beautiful article young Jack  finally emerges, he’ll wish he’d left me alone. Ja ck , my boy, I ’m sorry, but I ’m going to make you a bad boy, just to give your elder brother something to think about. You’re going to become a terrible monster of iniquity, just to shock your reverend brother.”Acton took not the smallest interest in the usual Easter Term games. Footer was only played

occasionally, but there was one blessing, the fellows need not play the usual Thursday Old Game. As for cross- country running, paper chase, 
et hoc ( j e m i s  o m n e , Acton refused to have anything to do with them. “ That sort,” he ^  to Dick Worcester, “  isn’t in the same street "■ in' footer.” •“ Why not try and lift the Public School He**? at Aldershot ? ” suggested Worcester.



ACTON’S FEUD.‘'There's Hodgson in for it, D ick.” *“ A good man ; but if you would only apply yourself seriously to the business I ’d back you. You’re a good weight, and got a longer reach than Hodgson.”“ There’s Bourne, too.”“ Personally, I  believe Phil is only pacing Hodgson to take him along quicker.”“ It’s an awful fag, and I  believe Eton have got the Heavy safe and sure this year. A  cousin of mine there says that their pet, Jarvis, would walk right through the best man we’ve ever turned out."“ Oh, that’s their usual brag ! ”“ Personally, I  don’t think so. They have got a young Bermondsey professor—who is up to all the latest dodges—to coach. Our sergeant is a bit old- fashioned—good, but old-fashioned. Does not do enough with his right.”“ I’m quite an amateur,” said Dick. “ Don’t understand the finer shades of the art. Should have thought the sergeant good enough.”“ D ubito! Anyhow, Dick, I ’ll think it over; and if I think I  can make a decent show I ’ll have a shot. When does it come off U ’“ At Aldershot. Oh !—last week in March.” “ That gives me nearly two months. One can turn round in two months ; and if I ’m satisfied as to my coaching I ’ll certainly try at Aldershot. But what has a fellow to do on the half-holidays now ? No footer, and one might do enough practice after tea for the Heavy. I  wish K ipling would write a book every week. H e is the only fellow in E n gland who can write.”So Acton, on the half-holidays, prepared to read his novels by his fireside. Not that he was particularly fond of toasting himself, but because, for him, it was all he could do.But Corker came to his rescue. The old man, 
after h a v in g  had his back to the wall for an age, 
consented to monitors being allowed to cycle by' 
themselves, and even to be chaperon  to any fags *ho cared to run with them, and—important 
proviso— whom the monitors did not object to. 
Otherwise the old rule of no cycling sans a house 
master was in force.Acton thereupon invested in a  swell machine, aod he and young Bourne, or Grim , or Wilson on Jhe hired article, would cover no end of country between dinner and roll call.By and bye Phil noticed that his brother was Setting pretty thick with Acton., Bather thick with Acton, Ja ck  ? I  don’t think wll do you any good.”He has, anyhow, Phil.”’ How ? ”Jack explained.lui glad you licked the animal, young ’u u ;

but, all the same, I  wish some other fellow had seen you through.”“ I  don’t ! ” said Ja c k , hotly.“  I wonder,” said Phil, drily, “  what is the great attraction which a Sixth Form fellow sees in a fag? Above all, a fag of the name of Bourne 1 ”“  Fact is, I  don’t see it myself,” said Jack , shortly. “  Better ask him.”“ No, I  don’t think I shall. A ll the same, I  would not dog Acton’s footsteps quite so m uch.’ “  He’s a monitor.” _“ Who’ll make you useful. Take my word for it.” “ We’ll see.”“ Oh ! Certainly we shall.”Jack  was thoroughly unhinged by his brother’s dry bantering tone, and said hotly : “  I  cannot understand, Phil, why he didn’t get his cap. He deserved it.”“ There’s no need for you to understand it, young ’un.”“  My opinion is ----- ”“ Not worth the breath you’re going to waste.”“  I t ’s considered a shame pretty generally.”“ I ’ve heard so ; but, still, that does not alter matters. However, I  did not want to talk politics with you, Jack. Don’t put your innocent little toes into any scrape—that is all I  wanted-to tell you. Here is half-a-crown for you to buy butter scotch, and while you’re sucking it think over what I’ve said. W h a t ! Little boys given up toffee? Then I ’d better say good-night, Ja ck .” Jack  went out pretty sore.About a week or so after this Acton and young Bourne sped down to the old Lodestone Farm, and as they pedalled in at the gate young H ill, the farmer’s son, said to Acton : “ The man’s been here since twelve, sir.”“  That’s all right,” said Acton. “ Has he got the stable ready ? ”“  He’s been putting it to rights the last hour.”“ I say, Bourne,” said Acton, turning to Jack . “  Ever heard of the Alabama Coon ? ”“ The fellow who won that fight in Holland? The prize-fighter ? ”“ The very same.”“ Rather! ”“ Well, I ’ve engaged him to give me a few lessons here. I ’m going to try for the Heavy at Aldershot. Like to see the fun ? ”“ Rather!”“  Then come along.”Together they went into the stable, and therein found “ The Coon,” a coal black negro, busily shovelling sand upon the floor, smoking an enor mous cigar the while.“  Making ready the cockpit,” said Acton to Jack , who was staring open-eyed at the worker. “ Lusty looking animal, eh ? ”
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“ My a u n t!” said Jack.
“ Hallo, Coon, you’re about ready ! ”
“ Yaas, sir," said the negro. “ I’m almost 

through.”
“ Brought the mittens with you, too 1 ”
“ Yaas, sir, I have the feather beds.”
-Then when you’ve peeled we’ll start." The 

Coon put down his spade and slipped behind a 
stall.

“ You see, young !un, the sergeant at the gym. is 
a good old hand, but he is an old hand, so to 
speak— hasn’t got the i>olish. Seeing that at Aider- 
shot they tie us down to a very few rounds, if St. 
Ainory’s have to make any show at all they must 
get all the points they can first round or so. That’s 
why I’ve got the Coon down here. He is the most 
scientific boxer on show.”

“ The figure will be pretty stiff, Acton, eh 1 ” 
“ No matter about that if I can beat Jarvis. By 

the way, Bourne, you need not say anything about 
this to any one. I have particular reasons for 
keeping this quiet.”

“ All serene. I'm mum, of course.”
“ Thanks. You watch the Coon, and you’ll pick 

up no end of wrinkles.”
The Coon came out from behind the stall 

dressed in a vest, trousers, and thin boots; his 
black arms were bare, and he had exchanged his 
cigar for a straw, which he chewed vigorously. 
Acton changed his shoes and took off his coat, and 
the lesson began.

Acton’s opinion of the Coon’s knowledge was in 
Jack’s mind absolutely corroborated by the dis
play. His marvellous parrying of Acton’s atten
tions ; his short step inwards, which invariably 
followed a mishit by Acton ; his baits to lure his 
opponent to deliver himself a gift into his hands; 
his incredible ducking and lightning returns, held 
Bourne fascinated. Everything was done so easily, 
so lithely, so lightly, and so surely, that Jack 
gasped in admiration. Acton in the hands of the 
nigger was a lamb indeed.

“ This is an eye opener,” said Jack. “ I ’ll try 
that left feint on Rogers, the cocky ass ! ”

The negro stopped now and then to show' Acton 
where and howto avail himself of opportunities; 
and Acton, who was in grim earnest, applied him
self whole-heartedly to the business in hand, and, 
in consequence, as Jack afterwards told us, “ you 
could almost hear old Acton travelling on the right 
road.”

After about half an hour of instruction Acton 
said, “ That is enough of jawing for the afternoon, 
Coon. Let us have three rounds to finish up with. 
Take the time, young ’un,”

Jack, with immense pride, took out liis watch 
and prepared to act as timekeeper.

“ Better take it easily first two, sir, and put in

all you know for the last. A little hurricane iB 
the third round is my advice.”

Jack had an ecstatic ten minutes, the find 
round putting him in the seventh heaven 0| 
enjoyment. “ All I  could make out was Acton’s 
white arms mixed with Alabama’s black ones and 
the sand flying in all directions. Stunning i3Qt 
the word for i t ! ”

As Acton and young Bourne pedalled leisurely 
home for roll call, Jack said, “ I think Jarvis 
chance of collaring the Heavy for his place b a 
trifle ‘ rocky.’ ”

“ I hope so.”
“ Crumbs ! How Alabama does get home.'
“ So he jolly well ought.” „
Twice a week on half - holidays Acton and 

Bourne ran over to the farm, to find the Coot 
waiting for them in the stable, smoking an enor 
mous cigar as usual, and reading sporting papen 
on the corn chest. Young Hill, the farmer’s son, 
generally put in an appearance when the boxing 
was about over, and to Jack’s utter disgust, plainly 
showed that he would rather that Jack was any 
where else than with Acton when the gloves kl 
been laid aside. He seemed to have some business 
with Acton concerning which he evidently did not 
want Jack to hear a single syllable.

Jack did not quite see at first that ho was one 
too many after the boxing was over and that Hill, 
at any rate, did not mean there should be a fourth 
to the deliberations of himself, Acton, and the 
Coon. Jack, however, soon tumbled that he ms 
de h op, and the minute young Hill came in Jack 
would stalk solemnly and' formally out of the 
stable and kick up his heels in the farmyard until 
such time as Acton should be ready for the run to 
school.

Jack certainly did not like this cavalier treat
ment, but found it rather a bore pottering abort 
the yard, “ looking at the beastly ducks"; brt 
Acton was so profusely apologetic when he did 
come out that Jack generally smoothed his ruffled 

plumes and pedalled home at peace with 
and all the world.

“ The fact is, Jack,” said Acton, “ young Hid 
has arranged for me to have the stable for o® 
practice, for old Hill himself was rather against 
it, and as he has a prejudice against St. AmorJ 
fellows generally, but especially when they’re 
the Junior School— some of your tribe scuttl 
his punt for him on the moat, didn’t y°u-' 
thought you would not mind humouring t* 
man’s amiabilities. The Coon and he talk wH 
sporting rot—and it would only bore you to 
to it.” r.

Jack said, “ It does not matter in the least  ̂
as soon look at the ducks as listen to Hill- t 
bit infra dig. though that he should object
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“ Exactly my idea, sir. 
the noble art.”

.Raffles, as he would

I see you 'know above a bit about

THERE AIN’T A BETTER, QUICKER, NEATER DAWG IN ALL LONDON 
AFTER THE RATS THAN WARMINT !

As a matter of fact young Hill received letters 
for Acton which dealt with many things, the bur
den of most of them being “ betting 3 and the other 
sweet things of the sporting shop. Acton was, as 
J'ou will have seen, not the very green innocent 
who would come to much harm in this lovely form 
of diversion.

About a fortnight after the visits to the Lode- 
stone had commenced, the Coon brought down 
with him a long-legged, thin-faced, horsey-looking 
individual, who introduced himself to Bourne as 
Raffles of Rotherhithe, and who laid himself out 
to be excessively friendly to Jack. He took, 
evidently, quite a professional interest in the 
sParriTig, and told Acton that “ his left was quite 
4 colourable imitation of the Coon’s.”

Not colourable, anyhow,” said Acton, with a 
at Jack.

What do you think, sir, of Alabama’s ‘ blind 
hook’?"

*ia<d not the remotest idea what c 
hud hook” was, said it “ was simply stunning.”

have said in his own special slar.g, 
worked the “ friendly la y ” so well 
upon Jack, that that young gentle
man was captured to the last gun ; 
you can do an awful lot of execu
tion hy deferring to the opinion cf 
a young man of sixteen, or there
abouts, as to the merit of relying 
exclusively on the left.

When the sparring was over 
Raffles shuffled out with Jack into 
the yard and whistled. A  little 
yellow, ear-torn dog bustled out 
of some shed and trotted demurely 
by Mr. Raffles’ right boot.

“ See that dog, Mr. Bourne?”
“ By the way, Raffles, how did 

you know my name was Bourne ?” 
asked Jack.

“ Mr. Acting mentioned that it 
was so. No offence, I hope, sir ? ” 

“ Ob, no !” said Jack.
“ Mr. Acting mentioned to me 

as how Warmint might amuse 
you.”

“ Warmint! What the deuce is 
that?”

“ Why, the dawg.”
“ Well, it’s a pretty ugly brute 

anyhow, Baffles.”
“ It is so ; it’s the colour, yellow 

is a mean colour. But he’s a terror 
to go.”

“ Where?” said Jack, uncivilly ; 
for the man’s maimer, a mixture of familiarity and 
servility, had begun to pall on Jack’s taste.

“  Why, there ain’t a better, quicker, neater dawg 
in all London after the rats than Warmint. He 
holds the record south the Thames.”

“ Is there a record then for rat killing ? How is 
it done ?”

“ Turn a sack o’ long tails on to the floor and 
let the dawg among them. He works against 
time, of course.”

“ Have the rats any chance of getting away ? ”
“ No fear.”
“ Ugh !” said Jack, looking at the mongrel with 

intense disgust.
“ ’Is time for twenty— but I say, Mr. Bourne, if 

you like I’ll bring a bag o’ rats down and you can 
see for yourself. While the other gentleman, Mr. 
Acting, is with the Coon, we can bring it off in 
the barn.”

“ Man alive, no ! ” said Jack, with another spasm 
of disgust; “ but if you've any other plans, Raffles, 
of killing an hour or so whilst Hill makes speeches,
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trot 'em out. I'm sick of pottering round his yard 
like an idiot. Are you coming with the Coon 
again 1 ”

“ Pretty well every time. What do you say to a 
little game of billiards?”

“  Where 1 ” said Jack.
“ Nice little ’ouse near ’ere, I know.”
“ No fear ! That’s clean against the rules. Be

sides, who wants to knock balls about with a sticky 
cue on a torn billiard cloth, where the whole place 
reeks of beer and stale tobacco ? No thanks !”

“ Young gents used not to set so much store by 
rules when I was a lad.”

“ We’ve changed since then, Raffles,” said Jack, 
drily.

“ A  little shooting ? ”
What ? ”

“ Sparrers ?” suggested Raffles, off-hand.
“ R o t!”
“ Bunnies ? ”
“ That’s better, Raffles. If you can get me half 

an hour with Hill’s rabbits I ’d risk that. Of 
course, there’d be a row if it was known. Acton 
won’t inquire, I  fancy, who’s shooting ? ”

“ Mr. Acton won’t, Mr. Bourne, he’s a gentleman.” 
“ He’s a monitor, though, Raffles, which is a 

different sort of animal.”
Raffles of Rotherhithe did not appear to think 

that Acton’s being a monitor was a clinching 
argument barring young Bourne’s sport. Perhaps 
he had private reasons for his opinions Anyhow, 
he glibly promised to have a breech-loader and 
a ferret for young Bourne on the morrow.

“ And old Hill ? They re his rabbits, you know.” 
“ That will be all right Take Dan Raffles’ word 

for it.”
“ Now look here, Raffles ; I ’ll give you sixpence 

for every rabbit I  shoot, and I’ll pay you for the 
cartridges. You’ll keep all the rabbits, but you 
will lend me the gun.”

“ Very good, sir,” said Raffles, smartly.
“ And, Raffles,” said Jack, eyeing over that 

individual with a curious mixture of amusement 
and dislike, “ you needn’t be too beastly friendly 
and chummy. I’m going to pay you for what you 
do, and don’t fancy I’m going an inch further than 
I feel inclined. I ’m paying the piper, and I’m 
going to choose all the tunes.”

“ Orl right,” said Raffles, considerably taken 
aback by the ultimatum. “ I ’ll not be friendlier 
than I can ’elp.”

“  Don’t,” said Jack.

CH APTER IX .
TODD PAYS THE BIEL,

A nother youth had come back to St. Amory’s 
with resolutions an iixed and steady, though more

legitimate than Acton’s. Augustus Vernon Robert 
Todd returned to school with pockets more scantily 
lined than ever from the parental source, with hij 
mind constantly fixed on the conversation which 
he had had with his house-master on that awful 
concluding day last term, and his chin still thrust 
out valiantly. Gus’s square chin meant an m. 
deviating attention to serious study, and Gus, 
armed cap-A-pie, against all his old friends.

For Todd had taken his precautions. His watch 
— a gold one, “ jewelled in numberless holes,” as 
its owner pathetically remarked— had been left 
with the family jeweller for three bright golden 
sovereigns, an eight-and-six brass turnip, which 
went jolly well, although its tick was a trifle 
.vigorous under Gus’s pillow, and an agreement 
This document, drawn up by himself, Gus re
garded as a very masterpiece of business-like 
acumen. Gus could have his gold watch back 
again within the year by paying three sovereigns, 
and buying the brass turnip for half a sovereign, 
the profit accruing on this latter transaction 
being, as Gus explained proudly, the jewellers 
percentage on the loan. The family jeweller had 
informed Gus casually that he couldn’t keep a 
wife and growing family on such percentages, 
but to oblige, etc.

Todd received Mr. James Cotton blandly and 
politely, and Jim, in his heavy way, mistook this 
airiness for non-paying symptoms on Gus’s part 

“ Had a good time, old cock, during the holi
days?” •

“ Beastly,” said Gus. (
“ Guvernor rusty ? ”
“ No end. Been making the will again, and 

leaving me out."
“ Perry fiasco, eh ?”
“ Yes, and other things.”
“ Well, I  hope you can pay up all you owe roe, 

old chap.” *
“ Oh, yes ! ” said Gus. “  I said I would keep my 

word, although you were so good as to have your 
doubts.”

“ All right, glad you can manage it.”
“  Hero you are,” said Gus, thrusting his hand 

into his pocket and bringing up his coins. “ Three 
three for that rotten bet, and the other fifteen 
bob I owed you. It ’s all there.”

Cotton opened his eyes.
“ You said the governor was rusty, Gus?”
“ So he was, beastly, but I can pay you all the 

same.”
“ Weil,” said Cotton, after a little awkward 

pause, “ I don’t want to clean you out quite, s® 
pay half now and the rest next term. Would 
that suit you better, G us?”

“ Thanks, I don’t mind,” said Gus, airily- 
“  Here’s haif, then.”
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Cotton left his friend’s room considerably 
nuzzled, but when he came next night with his 
books for his old jackal’s attentions as before, he 
was more than puzzled, for Gus said : “ Can give 
you half an hour, Jim.”

“We won’t be able to screw up enough for 
Merishall in that time, old man.”

“ Then you’ll have to do the rest yourself, Jim. 
I’m not going to piffle about any more.”

“ Oh, don’t be an ass, Gus ! I’ve heard that 
footle before,” said Cotton, with his heavy selfish
ness.

“ Not quite, old cock, for this time I mean what
I say.”

“Oh, no, you don’t !”
“ Oh, yes, I d o ! ”
“ You wouldn’t leave a fellow in the lurch like 

this after all I — - ”
“ I was left in the lurch last term, Jim, my boy, 

and I’d rather you had a taste of it this go. Do 
you remember when old Corker was savaging me 
before all the school ? ”

The ghost of a smile flitted over Cotton’s lips as 
he said : “ Rather ! ”

"The entire school, from the meanest fag up to 
Carr, was laughing at me, and, by Jove ! Jim, your 
laugh was the loudest and longest.”

“ It was your tips I  was thinking of, and 
Corker’s frothing through your list of names,” 
said Cotton apologetically.

“All right,” said Todd, acidly. “ If yon had 
left me alone I wouldn’t have wanted those tips, 
and as for my names I did not christen myself. If 
you want half an hour to shake out your work 
roughly I’ll do it, but I can’t do more, Jim, honour 
bright.”

“ I don’t want th a t! ” said Cotton angrily, 
gathering up his books.

“ Am deucedly glad you don’t. And here, Jim, 
is the other half of the money. Since I ’m not 
obliging you in any way, why should you me 1 ”

“ Vou’ie logical, Todd, at any rate,” said Jim, 
with half a sneer. —

‘ Didn’t know you could spot logic when you 
leard it, Cotton,” said Gus, with an equal amount 
of ĉid, and yet good-naturedly too.

“ I suppose I clean you out 1 ”
 ̂ou do. I’ve got a shilling to look at when 

youve taken up that heap.”
“ Is that your last word 1 ”

It is, but there’s no need to quarrel— we’re as 
we were before I began to take your hire, Jim.” ,

'  ot quite,” said Cotton, who was hit by Gus’s 
Vision. “ I’ll leave you to your odd shilling and 

forsaken tips.” He stumped off to his own 
to, and called Todd pet names till bedtime, 

t made Cotton so angry was that, deep downto bigown mind, he knew that Gus was about to

do a sensible and a manly thing, and just because 
he himself was going to suffer by it he had not 
moral courage enough to speak out openly liis 
better mind.

But Gus, smiling at Cotton’s bad temper, took 
out his books, drew up a scheme for study, bolted 
his door, and commenced to work. He slacked off 
when the bell went half an hour before lights out, 
and spent the time left him in boring a hole in liis 
solitary shilling. He then slipped it on his watch- 
guard, prepared boldly to face a term of ten weeks 
without a stiver. -

CH APTER X.
“ e a s y  is  t h e  d o w n w a r d  r o a d .”

A id e d  by Raffles of Rotherhithe young Bourne 
went royally through half the rules of the school. 
He called the tune to that extent. In the first 
place, one may believe that when he called in the 
aid of that horsey gentleman he had no further 
idea in his head than that of passing away those 
dull half hours which Hill inflicted upon him.

But, like many a wiser man, young Bourne found 
it was easier to conjure up a spirit than to lay one, 
and having once accepted the aid of Raffles, he 
found it beyond his power to dispense with it, 
despite his brave word. So, unheedful of his 
brother’s advice, he not merely put his innocent 
feet into the stream of forbidden pleasures, but 
waded in whole-heartedly up to the chin.

Raffles, as promised, turned up on the next 
occasion provided with a ferret and a gun, and all 
difficulties were smoothed over with the farmer. 
Thus Jack Bourne took his post as the noble 
British sportsman just behind the Lodestone 
Moat, whilst Raffles with his ferret worked the 
bank, which was honey-combed with rabbit holes. 
As the rabbits scurried out before the ferret, Jack 
blazed away noisily, and occasionally he had the 
pleasure of seeing a rabbit turning a somersault as 
it made its last bound. Certainly, Jack was not a 
dead shot, but when he contemplated the slain 
lying stark on the flanks of the bank, he felt the 
throaty joy of the slaughtering British schoolboy. 
He counted out to his worthy henchman four six
pences for the four slain with all the pride of the 
elephant hunter paying his beaters yards of brass 
wire and calico. Raffles was properly grateful, of 
course.

Then, as their acquaintance progressed, there 
were little competitions between Jack and Raffles 
at artificial pigeon shooting, Raffles having fixed 
up the apparatus, and Jack, from the 25yd3. mark 
occasionally winged his clay pigeon. It was very 
good sport in Jack’s opinion. Further, that little 
“ ’ouse” which Raffles knew of also soon made the 
acquaintance of Jack, and he and Raffles on rainy
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afternoons snatched the fearful joys of hasty 
“ hundreds up” or “ fifties up,” just as time allowed. 
Jack did not find the cue quite so sticky nor the 
chat ins of stale tobacco quite so unlovely as lie had 
expected. The landlord who marked for the two 
worthies told our young gentleman that he had 
“ a pretty’and for the long jenny,” and Jack felt 
he could not do less than order a little of his 
favourite beverage in return for his good opinion. 
And thus as ever. Under the expert tuition of 
Raffles, Jack became a little more of a “ man” 
every day, and a little less of a decent fellow. He 
smoked, he could call for a “ small port” in quite 
an off-hand fashion, he had played “ shell out ” 
with loafers at the little “ ’ouse,” and he began to 
know a little more of betting, “ gee-gees,” and 
other kindred matters, than an average young 
fellow should know.

“ Facilis descensus Averiii"—you know the 
old tag.

By iusensible gradations Jack Bourne found 
himself with a ruin of broken rules behind him, 
and still tied to the chariot wheels of Raffles, 
who dragged him wherever he would. Jacks 

pockets, too, began to feel the drain, but luckily— 
or unluckily, if you look at it properly—hd was 
ratber flush this term, and as he had more than the 
usual allowance lie was not so used up as he might 
have been.

One thing bothered Jack, though he did not 
exactly put the idea that worried him into words. 
There was not much fun really in this shooting, 
billiards, etc., since Jack broke all the rules alone. 
Now if Poulett, or Wilson, or Rogers; or Grim had 
been with him that would have been jolly. Beside 
that, since be could give his old chums so precions 
little of his time, and had perforce to head them 
off when they offered to bear him company <* 
half-holidays, they called him many choice names.

“ I hear they sample all the public-houses 
between here and Westcote,” said Rogers. “ h°°* 
what a dissipated eye Mr. Bourne’s got."
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«Yours will soon be groggy, Rogers, my pet,though y ° lt a v e  c o c k  o f  y ° u r  b e a s t ,y  w a t e r  l i l i e s .”
After Sharpe’s memorable poem Biffen’s house 
ffere always “ water lilies” to the rest of St.
\mory> s.
" 11 \h 1 ” said Poulett, “ Jack carries Acton’s notes 
to some yellow-haired dolly down at Westcote. 
She gives him milk whilst he’s waiting for the
answer.”

“ Go and poach eggs, Poulett.”
“ Don’t do anything too mean, dear Jack, so that 

you’ll make us blush for you.”
“ Keep Acton out of mischief, Jack, remember 

he’s only a poor forsaken monitor. Show him theropes.”
“ Good-bye, you chaps,” said Jack, hopping on 

his bike, “ here’s Acton coming.” The two would 
then pedal the well-known road to the Lodestone, 
and the elevating company of the Coon and
Raffles.

“ Don’t let Raffles bore you, young ’un,” said 
Acton to Bourne one day as the owner of Warmint 
hove in sight. “ Make him useful, but keep out 
of mischief.”

Jack, had he thought about the matter, might 
have reasonably asked Acton how he could make 
Raffles useful and yet keep out of mischief, but 
the Coon appearing at the stable door in all the 
glory of a fur-lined coat, with a foot of fur round 
the collar and half-a-foot round the sleeves, and a 
bigger cigar than ever in his mouth, drove Jack’s 
thoughts in another direction.

Acton had really made marvellous progress 
under the Coon’s coaching, and as Jack watched 
the usual concluding three rounds, he was puzzled 
in his own mind as to who could hold a candle up 
to his friend. This particular afternoon was to be 
the final appearance of the Coon, who was going 
to figure shortly as principal in some contest at 
Covent Garden, and Jack determined to miss no 
opportunity of catching the last wrinkles of the 
great professor’s skill. Therefore, instead of 
sallying out as usual halfway through the per
formance in the stable he sat on the corn chest 
un,il Hill catnc in.

‘Good-bye, Coon ! Hope you come off all right 
m your turn-up.”

Good-bye, sir ! Hope I ’ll train you when you 
start for the Heavy.”

 ̂  ̂ Sive you the chance if I do. Come along, 
ha ffles.’'

When they were outside Jack said, “ By the 
^aJri Raffles, this will be your last appearance 
down here too, eh 1 ”
it * sjh"T°-SG so,” said Raffles, “ unless you make

(v°rth my while to come down entirely on your 
account.”

H m, no,” said Jack. “ I ’m deucedly short now,Vol, lit.—U

and when I’ve paid for the last fifty cartridges, 
and the last rabbits, I ’ll be still shorter.”

“ Let it stand over, sir.”
“ No,” said Jack. “ I’ve had the fun, and I’ll 

pay, of course. Let’s have a last dozen pigeons at 
the 25yds. rise.”

Secretly, Jack was rather glad that Raffles’ role 
of entertainer was finished; for his stolen plea
sures had lost a considerable part of their original 
sweetness, and their cost was heavy. It would be 
quite a change, too, to get back to Grim and the 
others, and be the ordinary common or garden sort 
of fellow again.

Baffles went and wound up the throwing appa
ratus, and set the clay pigeon on the rest. Jack 
took his breech-loader, raised it to the shoulder, 
and said, “  Ready ! ” Raffles pulled the string, 
the dummy bird rocketed up, and Jack pressed 
the trigger.

For one second afterwards Jack did not rightly 
know what had happened. There was a blinding 
flash before his eyes, a-something tore off his hat, 
and something stung his cheeks like spirts of 
scalding water. His left hand felt numb and 
dead. This all happened in the fraction of a 
moment.

Jack looked at the gun in stupid wonder. The 
breech was clean blown o u t! "With a groan of 
horror, he dropped the gun. He realised that he 
had escaped death by a miracle. He put up his 
right hand to his face, which felt on fire, and 
stared blankly at Raffles.

That worthy was scared out of his wits ; but 
when he saw Jack was more or less alive, lie 
managed to jerk o u t:—

“ That was a squeak, young shaver. Hurt 
any ? ”

“ Don’t know,” said Jack, blankly.
Raffles anxiously examined him, and it was 

with no end of relief he said: “ Clean bill, sir— 
bar those flecks of powder on your cheek. Con
sidering—well you’re— we’re— lucky.”

“ Rather,” said Jack, dizzily. “ That’s my hat, 
isn’t it 1 ”

Yards away was Jack’s “ straw,” and Raffles 
brought it. His face was white— white above 
a bit. There was a clean cut through the brim, 
and a neat, straightforward tear out of an inch 
or so of the front just above the crest.

“ Well,” said Raffles, looking narrowly at that 
business-like damage to the hat. “  All I can 
say i3 you’re lucky.”

“ Lucky! Yes,” said Jack. “ I suppose I ’d 
better go. Let’s have the thing. An inch lower 
down, and I’d have had that piece of barrel in 
my head— or through it. It wants thinking over."

“ I suppose, sir, you’re going to---- ”
“ Oh, the cash you mean ! Eh ? ”7 * %
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“ Yes, that was my meaning.”
“ Your cash will be all right, matt. Come down 

for it on Friday— can’t you V
“ How if I can’t, young shaver ? ” said Raffles, 

of Rotherhithe.
“ Then do without i t ! Anyhow, Pm going now 

— I ’m too sick.”
“ All right,” said Raffles, sulkily. “ On Thurs

day.”
Jack, without another word, stumbled across 

the fields into the farmyard, and luckily found 
Acton ready for home. He shakily dropped into

his saddle ; and, with a mind pretty busy, b 
tailed wearily after Acton-to St. Amory’s.

After tea that day Acton went down to the fann 
solus, not having, as you will presently see, atj 
need of Jack’s company, even if Bourne had felt 
any desire to accompany him, which he didn’t

The monitor tinkled his bell, and in answer to 
the ringing Raffles lounged out of a barn, ti* 
inseparable Warmint trotting at his master- 
heels.

“ Suppose we’d better go into the stable) 
Raffles."
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The odour of the Coon;s afternoon cigar still 
hung about the place, and the stable was half 
dark but as Acton had an idea that his con
versation with Raffles would not be a short one, 
and the night was rather cold, they went in.

“ Fire away, Raffles. Start at the beginning.” 
“ Very good, sir,” said Raffles, seating himself on 

the corn chest. Agree
able to instructions re
ceived from Mr. Acting

3)
“ Acton,” suggested 

that gentleman.
“ Acting — I said so, 

didn’t 1 1 Very well !
Agreeable to  instruc
tions received from you,
sir, I prepared-----”

“ Don’t be so beastly 
legal, you ass ! ”

‘ Let a cove tell ’is 
tale 'is own way, sir.
Well get on better like 
that. As I was going 
to say, following your 
tip. I prepared to show 
that young sh aver,
Bourne, a few things 
which as you told me 
he ought not to know 
of, and to do a few 
things which you told 
me he ought not to do 
—in fact, to put him on 
the way of break in ’ 
every blessed rule that 
that beak of your school 
’as drawn up for the 
guidance of the youth 
and the beauties under 
’is and. W h at’s the 
name of the beak, sir 1 1 

“ Oh, Moore!'* said  
Acton impatiently.

“ The young sh aver 
spoke of 'im different.”

“ Corker, perhaps, - said Acton.
, That’s it,” continued Raffles. “ Well, Corker 
asnt got a thoroughbred greenhorn in Bourne,

Acting.”
^°- Young Bourne’s head is on his shoulders,

I m°re or less. Get on,”
Well, we opened the ball with a little bunny 

°otin,for he couldn’t stand Warmint’s workin’ 
sT m  ^1C ra*'s* Tie shoots moderate straight, 
out T ^ re d  bis cartridges, or he'd have cleared 
half ânb- Not more than two in the

I -dozen, sir. And then he couldn’t under

stand it. What might Corker say to the bunnies,
sir 3”

“ Oh, a thrashing, perhaps, and a stringing up 
for the rest of the term.”

“ We went to the ‘ Blue C ow ' on wet days. 
Billiards, beer, and ’baccy, Mr. Acting, was the 
true bill there. What’s the law on those fancy 

articles 3 ”
“ A  th ra s h in g  for first 

course, and. etceteras which 
you wouldn’t understand.” 

“ Well, he’s earn ed ’em. 
We couldn’t do any betting 
on the horses, since the Lin
colnshire Handicap is not in 
sight yet, but he fluttered a 
little on the Sporting Club 

matches; and 
he was lucky 
—  more than 

ordinary.”
“ You didn’t wing 

him there, then ?”
“ Nothing to speak 

of. He m ay have 
dropped,half a sov. 

altogether, but I doubt it.” 
“ Then Raffles, y o u ’re a 

fool. Do you think I brought 
you down here to be moral 
instructor to young Bourne, 
y o u  g r e y  old b a d g e r ?  
Couldn't you bag an inno
cent of sixteen or so? Be
sides, what the deuce do you 
mean by tipping me the wink 
as Bourne and I used to get 
on our ‘ bikes ’ ? You always 
did it and I thought you were 
winding up the y o u n g ste r  
hand over hand.”

“ Them winks,” said Raffles, 
diplomatically, “ was meant 
to show that 1  was moving, 
moving slow but sure. You’ve 
observed, Mr. Acting, your

self, as ’ow the young shaver had a head on ’is 
shoulders.”

“ Yes, but I didn’t bargain for your’s being off 
your shoulders.”

“ Well, what with bunnies, cartridges, and the 
‘ Blue Cow,’ and the other extras, he is about 
cleaned out now.”

“ Cleaned ou t! ” said Acton, with intense irrita
tion. “ That’s not what I wanted. I told you 
distinctly that I must have him five pounds deep 
at the least. How can I engineer my schemes 
if my sharpers can’t cut? You’ll look blue,
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Raffle1;, when I settle yottr account, take ray word 
for it.”

“ Not quite so quick off the mark, Mr. Acting. 
Wliat do you value this piece of ironmongery at ?” 

Raffles fished up the gun which had burst in 
Jack’s hands that afternoon from behind the corn 
chest and held it up to the light.

“  A  burst gun ! ” said Acton. “ It ’s worth 
throwing away, no more.”

“ It was worth this morning, say fifteen bob, 
before Bourne blew its ribs out.”

“ Jove ! ” said Acton, “ let me handle the 
thing.” He looked at the torn breech and 
whistled with involuntary horror. “ Much of a 
squeak, Raffles?”

“ Touch and go, sir. He’ll never be nearer 
pegging out than he was this afternoon ; for he 
scraped the gates of his family buryin’ place, in 
a manner of speakin.’ It went clean through his 
hat— rim and crown.”

“ Did he know his luck ? ”
“ Nobody better.”
“ He looked more than average queer as we 

trotted home. I thought he was digesting your 
little bill, Raffles.”

“ N o; he only owes me a matter of shillin’s. 
But I could say that I ticketed the gun at £f>
or £ 6 , when the old shooter wasn’t worth-----”

“ Fifteen bob,” said Acton, looking at the worn 
barrel.

“ See where I have— where you have— the 
youngster tied neatly up ? He owes me—or you 
— seven, eight, nine pounds, or any fancy figure I 
— or you— like to mention for that old piece of 
iron there.”

“ Raffles, we’re in luck ! Luck, it’s served me 
better than all your downy work.”

“ It has,” said that bright specimen of humanity, 
regretfully. “ I  can’t pretend that I ’d any hand in 
the blowing out of them blessed barrels.”

“ All right,'Raffles; don’t weep. You’d have 
done it, of course, if you’d thought about it,” said 
Acton, with a curious sneer; “  but this is my plan 
— as far as you’re concerned. When young Bourne

comes, you’re to ask for £v 10s. And you’re to be 
an adamantine Jew —  you’re to have the moner 
instanter, or there’ll be a rumpus.”

“ I  twig. Make it seven guineas, thoughsaid 
Raffles, generously.

“ Seven guineas ! So be it. You can suggest 
that unless you get the cash you would sec 
Moore.”

“ Corker, D.D. ? I’m on.”
“ Or Bourne, senior.”
“ The shaver’s brother. I ’m tumbling to tie 

dodge.”
“ Bourne will curl up at this.”
“ Naturally.”
“ But you’re still the blood-thirsty Jew.”
“ Moses, and Aaron, and the rest.”
“ You’ll suggest at last that I be tackled for a 

loan.” .
“ And you’ll lend it him 1” said Raffles, with an 

unspeakable leer.
“ The business wants careful handling, remem

ber. Young Bourne will think twice about 
borrowing, and, perhaps, if he could keep me out 
of it, would stand your racket, or Corker’s either. 
So drive him lightly.”

“ You’ll see him on the borrowing tack to
morrow, Mr. Acting.”

“ And the rest is my business.”
“ Where do I come in ? ”
“  You can cleave to the seven guineas—if yon 

earn ’em.” >
“ Seven pounds ten, Mr. Acton.”
“ Seven pound seven, Mr. Raffles. Your oim 

proposal.” <
“ Orl right,” said Raffles, resignedly. “ I think 

I know them ropes.”
“ Good ! ” said Acton. “ Then you can scuttle 

now to Rotherhithe, or where the deuce else yon 
like. I ’m off.” ,

Acton wheeled out his bicycle and melted info 
the gathering dark, and his jackal lurched off to 
the station and reached Rotherhithe to dream of 
his seven guineas which- he was going to got- 
Raffles felt sure of those seven guineas.

/K

(To be continued.)



Sc far as the calendar is concerned, the 
lapse of time between November, 1 8 9 6 , and 
the present month will hardly -trike one as 
being anything 
phenomenal. In 
the world of 
motordom, how
ever, a year or 
two is a long 
time. Although 
it is l i t t l e  
more than three 
years s i n c e  
the m otor-car 
made its first 
public appear
ance in “ merrie 
E n g lan d ,” it 
must not be 
imagined th a t 
motordom has 
been content to 
stand still in 
the interim.

It is the pe
culiar function 
of motor-cars 
a n d m o t o r 
cycles to make 
rmgs round all 
existing and 
antiquated methods of locomotion ; and motor 
men> hke their own machines, are not given

THIS CELEBRATED FRENCH •• FRIER” HAS OFTF.N SPN AT FORTY 
MILES AN HOUR,

to letting tho grass grow under their feet. 
N o doubt I shall here be met with the very 
pertinent remark that motor-cars do not possess

feet. My reply 
shall be equally 
p ertin e n t. If 
motor-cars have 
no feet, why do 
some of them  
w e a r  sh o e s?  
But of that more 
anon.

T o  return to 
our motors. It 
w as on L ord  
M a y o r ’ s Day, 
18 9 6  that the 
first motor-car 
defied the tradi
tio n s  of G o g  
and Magog by 
ambling gently 
round the city 
p re c in c ts  and 
p ro v in g  to an 
e x tre m e ly  ap
preciative. audi
e n c e  t h a t  
“ another Rich
mond” had in
d e e d  e n te re d

the field against horsed vehicular traffic.
Then followed “ Emancipation Day,” when

t
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A PLEASANT DAT’S OUTING.
Bon of the Motor-Caf Club to Birmingham and back.

tone m otor 
race to Brigh
ton was made 
the outward

and visible sign of the first day’s operation of 
the “ Locomotives on Highways Act, 1 8 9 6 .” 
By this Act, light locomotives (or motor-cars) 
of less than three tons weight were, for the 
first time in British history, allowed to run at 
their own sweet will. No longer were they to 
meekly follow, traction engine wise, a man with 
a red rag— an individual who was occasion
ally capable of an extreme speed of four miles 
an hour, but generally speaking was not. 
Henceforth motors were emancipated.

Since that historic event nothing has been 
more characteristic of the go-ahead spirit of the 
horseless vehicle than the rate at which it has 
increased and multiplied in all directions. 
Happily, too— although, owing to our old- 
fashioned prejudices, there was absolutely no 
scope for a motor industry in England previous 
to 1 8 9 6 , and the majority of the early cars 
were consequently of foreign manufacture— we 
Britishers have now ever}’ reason to be hopeful 
of the present state of motordom. The British 
engineer is fast rising to the occasion, and 
to-day some of the finest motor-cars, carriers, 
and cycles in the world are to be seen at those 
famous centres of the British cycle industry—  
Coventry and Holborn Viaduct.

In precisely the same way that a locomotive 
engineer builds his engines, according to the 
work for which they will eventually be des
tined— from the heavy but powerful “ goods” 
engine and the noble “  fliers ” that are to haul 
his expresses, down to the tiny shunting “ ter
rier,” whose chief utility lies in its very diminu

tiveness— so, too, the motor engineer adapts his 
designs to the requirements of his patrons. He 
is, indeed, a man of many parts. He has some 
ideas, too, as witness the remarkable divergence 
of patterns shown by the photographs which 
adorn this article.

O f these, perhaps the most remarkable in 
appearance is that of the motor-van, belonging 
to Messrs. W. H . Smith & Son, the world- 
famous Strand booksellers and newsagents.

This unique-looking van hails from Cowes, 
Isle of Wight. So, too, does its engineer, Mr. 
Dunday, who is high in praise of the mechanism 
he tends with such evident, care. Painted a 
bright red, it is from the rear not unlike an 
ordinary mail van ; but as soon as one walks 
round to admire the horses the semblance 
vanishes.

In place of the effete equine there is snugly 
stowed away, in a manner that, to quote Lord 
Dundreary, “ No fellah can understand,” a 
powerful little steam motor of twenty-three indi
cated horse-power. This is sufficient to propel 
considerably upwards of four tons of van and 
books at an easy twelve miles, an hour in the 
open country. Needless 
to say, when in London, 
the exigencies of the traffic 
generally reduce this pace 
to the “ statutory eight”

Once clear of the bricks 
and mortar, however, she 
is “ given her head,”  and 
— well, it would require a „
bold man m blue to rein club.
his horse across the road 
in front o f four tons of literature and motor 
tw-elve miles an hour. So far, however, the oraf 
serious obstacle the leviathan has encounters
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THE BMALI.ES1 MOTOR MADE.

A cycle which is warranted to give “ hangers-on ” a bad time. 
It will take you along at twenty-fire miles an 

hour with ease.

was a cab. They met on Ludgate Hill, and 
their first and only round resulted in an easy 
win for the motor.

The work that the motor gets through is only 
equalled by the inexpensiveness o f its “  keep.” 
In London alone it is the means of supplying 
all the railway termini with the majority of their 
literary wares, whilst the monotony of the 
London streets is not infrequently changed for 
the breezy lanes of Middlesex, and even 
those of Hertfordshire— a recent run to the 
county town of the latter being easily ac
complished in slightly above two hours, 
over a course of fully twenty-five miles.

Working at the phenomenal pressure of 
22Slbs. of steam to the square inch, the 
machine will readily mount gradients of 
1 m s, the average expenditure of petro
leum for fuel being about two gallons per 
hour. As petroleum, when bought in bulk, 
can be procured for something like 4^d.
Pet gallon, it will be seen that a total 
expenditure of is. is sufficient to transport 
between two and three tons of books and 
newspapers a distance of from eight to 
twelve miles.

The first cost of a motor of this descrip- 
ion is about ^ 5 5 0 , and its hauling capacity 

is about equal to that o f three horses for 
s ort distances. Over longer distances,

is safe alike from the reproaches of his own con
science and the vigilance of the S.P.C.A.

O f the other motors illustrated, the tandem 
motor pacing machine, despite its diminutive 
motor, has nevertheless been invaluable to the 
record breakers. With a possible speed of 
forty miles an hour, it can easily give them 
the highest pace they are likely to call for, and 
still have a little bit in hand.

Another form of pacing machine, which can 
be ridden either upon the road or track, is 
the petrol motor tricycle. It is very speedy. 
Mounted upon one of these remarkable 
machines, Mr. C. Jarrott, o f the Motor-Car 
Club, covered five miles in the phenomenal 
time of 8 mins. 2 2 secs., whilst racing against 
Mr. C. G. Wridgway at the Crystal Palace 
track, on the occasion of the M .C.C. meet 
on May 6 th last.

When it is remembered that this speed, 
which is equivalent to a shade under thirty- 
six miles an hour, was attained upon a three- 
lap track— the corners of which are extremely 
difficult to negotiate upon a tricycle— and not 
upon a straightforward course, the merit of 
the performance, both of rider and machine, 
will appeal to everyone who has “ triked” round 
a sloping bank at full speed.

The motor omnibus, although naturally not 
so speedy as the lighter forms of motors, will 
nevertheless be more than a match for the 
present horse omnibus. Not only is it capable

how
A MOTOR PACER.

other
over, it possesses, in common with most

motors, a quality of which neither 
v n  n°r êast» cyclist nor cart-horse, has 
/L earnt die secret. Do what one will to it, 
• will not get tired; and whether its

urney >s to be five miles or fifty, the driver

Electric tandem motor pacing machine at the Catford cycle track, 
which has assisted many a record-breaker.

of a speed of twelve miles an hour, hut it can 
be readily started and stopped within the space 
of a few feet. Its original cost is about ^ 70 0 ,
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and, running e x p e n s e s  
being extremely light, it 
should s p e e d ily  repay 
the enterprising company 
which has recently placed 
it upon the L o n d o n  
streets.

The D e Dion motor 
safety bicycle, not the 
least advantage of whi<T. 
lies in its suitability for 
either a lady or gentle
man rider, costs about 
£ 5 0 . It has run from 
Coventry to Southamp
ton ( 1 8 6  miles) in a day, 
and from the former town 
to London (ninety miles) 
well under seven hours. 
The “ V ic to r ia ,” too, 
travels well when one 
considers its weight and 
the number of its pas
sengers. With its speed 
of sixteen miles an hour 
it could easily make rings 
round the fastest dog 
cart. Its cost is about THU VICTORIA OP THE TWENTIETH CENTURY.

£'35°- This is how we BhaU pay our afternoon calls very shortly.
In the matter of motor

tyres, rubber is the substance most frequently 
employed ; the cycles and many of the pleasure 
motors being shod pneumatically, whilst others 
are content with the ordinary “ cushion” type 
of tyre.

One of the most ingenious forms of tyre for 
heavy traffic is that fitted to the wheels of

FREDERIC W. BAIX.Y.
Hon. Sec. of the Motor-Car Club,

Messrs. Smith’s van. These have their thick 
rubber cushions covered with a number of 
movable three-sided iron plates (technically

known as “ shoes”), which are clinched upon 
the rim in such a manner that whilst their outa 
sides protect the rubber tyres from the wear and 
tear of direct contact with {he road, their inner 
sides, by impinging upon the rubber cushion, 
reduce to a minimum the vibration which is 
always produced by the employment of solid 
iron tyres upon uneven roads.

In the matter of speed, we have still a great 
deal to learn from France, where every en
couragement is given to the motor industry. 
Not only is the French mechanic more scientific 
than his British competitor, and therefore fully 
capable o f taking that scientific interest in his 
work that the motor-car demands of its con
structors, but the greater explosive energy of 
French petrol, and the encouragement given by 
the far-sighted French authorities to speed tests 
upon the road, all tend to make the French cars 
faster than the British.

For instance, in April, 1 8 9 9 , when the 
annual criterium for light motor-cycles of under 
20 0  kilos in weight was run off upon the 
kilometre road from Etampes to Chartres am 
back, the winner, Teste, mounted upon a w 
Dion tricycle, covered the sixty-two mik5 ® 
give-and-take course in n 6mins., or at tw 
average speed of upwards of thirty-one nulo 
an hour.
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Eve?1 over far longer distances, the speeds have 
been by no means inconsiderable. The his
toric Haris to Bordeaux and back race— distance 
72o miles— was covered by the late M. Levassor 
(of the great motor building firm of Panhard & 
Ixv.issor) at an average speed throughout, both 
by day and night alike, of upwards of twenty 
miles an hour. Similarly, the Paris to Marseilles 
and back race, a distance of r,o5 o miles, was won 
by a car travelling at a like 
speed; whilst, in order to secure 
a still more severe test, the 
Automobile Club of Paris has 
been di scus s in g  the  two- 
thousand - mile course from 
Paris to St. Petersburg as a 
possible distance for the pre
sent year’s championship.

Natural ly enough, these 
competitions have long since 
found out the weak points of 
the competing cars; the result 
being that tire majority of 
them, such as the' Daimler 
cars, De Dion tricycles, and 
Bollee tandem cycles are now 
as near perfection as can be 
expected of mechanism made 
by mortal man.

For instance,  that  well- 
known motorist, Mr. Sturmey, 
editor of the Autocar, has taker, 
one of the Daimler cars from John 0 ’ Groats to 
lands End, over a most trying route, mea
suring t,6 oo miles, without a hitch. The car in 
t[uestion, which is of four-horse power, and cost 
jC ^ o, carried two people, 2cwt. o f luggage, 
four gallons of oil, and sixteen gallons of water, 
besides occasional additional passengers taken 
up en route, for a total cost o f  less than \d. per 
wile. The speed throughout the whole journey

averaged twelve miles an hour. Each charge of 
oil was sufficient to take the car a distance of 
sixty milds, whilst the remarkable saving in 
stabling expenses, as compared with those 
incurred with horses, formed not the least 
potent argument in favour of the horseless 
carriage.

Just one more example of the motor-car’s 
tremendous strength. A  Daimler car was re

cently driven /to the summit of the Worcester
shire Beacon by the Hon. Evelyn Ellis. The 
practical value of this test will best be realised 
when it is stated that the car carried five 
passengers, ascended the first 8 0 0 ft. in 2 3 mins., 
and successfully completed the remaining 
1,8 0 0yds. at a somewhat slower speed, notwith
standing that the gradient was frequently as 
steep as ift. in 4 1 ft.

A MOTOR MEET ON THF. THAMES EMBANKMENT.

THE POETRT lOF MOTION.

vol. ili.—-2B



HE major told me this story- 
on the Thames one evening 
while we were evading a 
summer shower under the 
noble clump of over-hanging 
beech trees by Moulsford 
Ferry. It is difficult to say 
what brought Sierra Leone 

into his ardent-faced, bald, old head—the sur
roundings hardly suggested the subject. Swifts 
were darting by, picking up in their flight the 
unfortunate mayflies, which, like us, were taking 
advantage of the umbrageous shelter. The 
meadows skirting the river were golden with 
king-cups, among which the squire’s red cattle 
grazed, making useful spots of colour for the artist 
on the towing-path, who, crouching beneath his 
white umbrella, sought to defend his newly- 
painted canvas from the persistent rain-drops.

There were three laughing, merry-faced boys in 
a skiff beneath the boughs, and one of these 
offered the old warrior a cup of tea. Now, if 
there is one thing the major hates more than 
another, it is tea, and, maybe thinking the lads 
were making fun of him, he became irritated, and 
perhaps turned to Sierra Leone for an agreeable 
change of subject.

"  It’s wonderful what the British army can do,” 
said he meditatively, as he watched the smoke 
from his cigar curling among the pale green beech 
leaves.

I bowed my head approvingly. It is a rule in 
our house always to agree with the old soldier, for 
"he is not only impatient of argument, but Albert’s

godfather; ami -we shrewdly suspect that the ruby 
eyes of a certain idol which disappeared during 
the Indian Mutiny, in the course of a night attack 
led by our old friend, are now duly invested in 
consols, and may some day fall to the share of our 
darling boy. So, as I have said, we always agree 
with the major, and even assume an evergreen 
interest in Ids well-worn tiger stories.

“ I  was thinking of Sierra Leone,” said be. 
“  Hid I ever tell you how a ‘ iheau white ’ saved 
Maria and me from two canoe loads of howling 
niggers ? He did a doosed impudent thing, but if 
it hadn’t been for him I should not be sitting 
under these trees telling you the story. It must
have been in sixty----- . Hang me if I haven’t
forgotten the date ! Any way, it’s a long time ago. 
I had had an attack of fever, and Maria had 
caught it nursing me” (Maria was the first Mrs., 
MacMincer). “ We were getting convalescent,so 
I asked leave to go on a shooting expedition to 
the other side of a creek, about thirty miles away 
from our camp. We had cleared the country of 
niggers for fifty miles or more, and shot an old 
scoundrel of a king whose chief amusement 
appeared to be cutting off the noses and ears of 
his subjects, bleeding them to death, and putting 
them on a bonfire before they had quite pegged 
out.

“ The colonel, old O’Gorman, wanted to send 
some men with us, but I would not hear of it. I 
wanted to be quiet. We did the journey in tie 
small hours of a hot, steamy morning, and about 
nine o’clock came to a little shanty, put up b} 
some of ‘ ours ’ who had once encamped there f°r
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shooting—about as dreary a place as you could 
wish to see. Sluggish, muddy water came flowing 
d o w n  the c r e e k ;  sand-hills stretched away for miles 
alon„ the coast, and between these and the forest 
was a line of low; scrubby bushes: There was no 
human habitation in sight, except a little wooden 
lighthouse built on a spit of sand. In it was a. 
poor half-cast girl, dying of consumption, pining 
way for love of a sailor who had gone off' on 
man-o’-war. Til tell you her story another time, 
he wasn't half a bad sort. If it hadn’t been for 
er I believe we should have starved, for there 
as next to nothing to shoot, and she brought us 
ggs, and fruits, and things, which kept us going, 
twas fortunate she was there, because the journey 
roved too much for Maria, who got very ill, and 
he only other soul in the hut— and he slept out- 
ide it in a tent—was Tom Highlands, the ‘ mean 
bite’ I mentioned just now.”
The major hates to be interrupted in his story, 

ut I ventured to ask him what was a “ mean 
hite.”
“ A mean white,” said the old soldier, “ is a 

escendant of English people who were kidnapped 
nd sent out to the plantations in 
'ie seventeenth century. Many of 
em married natives. If you had 
grudge against a man you shipped 
in off one dark night. There wero 
my time a large number of per

ns, grandchildren or great-grand- 
ildren of these poor wretches, who 
ere working in the plantations at 
rbadoes like niggers, Tom was 
e of them—a rum-looking fellow, 
ith a huge body and a very small 

d He was never so happy as hen wearing an old cast - off red 
nic and playing a t  be in g  a 
Idler.
“be were beginning to think 
°oy Camp, as the place had been 
’wed, one of the dullest holes in 

tion, when we had a little bit of 
eitement which lasted me for some 
nc, I can tell you. It must have 
n â °ut the tenth day after our 
T»l. Maria was in bed, and I was 
"uiingto the hut, gun on shoulder,
1 nothing in my game bag, when I 
* something alive in the creek. I 

just thinking of stalking it when 
n*de it out to be the head of a 

man, who was swi mming 
9  ̂ coursei I hurried down 

him, and piloted him through 
^d. He touched the shore just 

A long, dark snout came

out of the water within a foot of his leg. In fact, 
I  may say I saved him, for he didn’t see the beast, 
and was coming out slowly, puffing and panting 
like a grampus. He was a fat, flabby, white-faced 
man, with sandy whiskers, He said something in 
German, but found I could not understand it, and 
then tried broken English, which was not much 
more to the purpose. The first thing I made out 
was that he was in a deuce of a hurry to press 
forward, and the next, that there were a lot of 
niggers after him. He had been trading at one of 
their villages up the creek, and got into some 
trouble in connection with the King’s domestic 
arrangements. Well, the niggers were after him, 
he said, fully rigged out for war, with a witch
doctor to lead them, and goodness only knows 
what else besides.

“ The position was rather serious, for the two of 
us could not well fight a whole tribe; so I lent 
the German a compass, and told him to make the 
best of his way up to Sierra Leone and send us 
assistance, hoping that I and Tom Highlands 
would be able to hold the hut until he returned. 
I f  Maria had been well enough we should all have

a L0N8 e x i t s  8XQCT CAMS OCX OF T H S  V A X £ H  W1XHDI A F O O l 
OF B IS  L E O .
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gone together ; but it was 
impossible to move her, as 
she wasn’t strong enough 
to sit on a horse. So the 
chap went off, looking 
very white, wobbling his 
flabby cheeks as he trotted 
over the sand - hills, and 
leaving a trail behind him 
as the water dripped off 
his check shirt.

“ When the fellow was 
out of sight I held a coun
cil of war with Tom. He 
advised against shutting 
ourselves up in the hut, 
for we should be certain 
to get roasted out as soon 
as our ammunition was ex
hausted. The best way, he 
thought, was to try and 
pro pi t ia te  the niggers  
with presents, and start 
them off in the wrong di
rection after the German.

“ Well, we waited very 
a n x i o u s l y  to see what 
would happen, and about 
two hours later began to hear the sound of 
distant drum-beating and yells. This got gradu
ally louder and louder, and at last the prow of 
a large war-canoe crammed with blacks showed 
round the point. There were about thirty of 
them in it, and I was calculating whether Tom 
and I could manage the lot w ith  my revolver and 
rifle before they reached the shore, when there 
appeared a second canoe, larger than the first, 
which was towing a half-dead shark behind it. I 
suppose the brute had got stranded higher up the 
estuary, and these niggers had taken possession 
of it to prevent anyone else doing so. As soon 
as they had got out of the creek, and were 
about opposite the hut, they ran the canoe 
on shore and landed on the sand. There were 
about fifty of them, coal black, as naked as 
your hand, and carrying the most gruesome 
lot of spears and weapons I had ever seen. The 
chief— at least I suppose he was the chief, for 
he was bigger and uglier than aDy of them— had 
an immense head-dress, and some paint smeared 
about him. I was going down to meet them, but 
they seemed in no hurry to leave the shore. The 
first thing they did was to haul the shark on to 
the sand, and some of them danced round it while 
the rest made a fire. There was a white-haired 
old nigger, who was bent and shrivelled with age, 
who gave orders to the others. Tom said he was 
the witch-doctor, and. that they were going to

have a fetish dance, which would make them var 
wild. He thought I had better go down ad 
stop it if possible.

“ I am not ashamed to say that iny heart 
thumped about under my shirt as I went up* 
that old scoundrel of a'chief and made frienilj 
signs to him. Their lingo was new to me, id 
I soon made out by his signs that he wand 
to know where the German was, I tried tod 
them they were on British soil, and that tii? 
must clear off higher up the coast if they wand 
to have a fetish dance, but I don’t think they unda- 
stood me. Anyway they showed no inclination* 
move ; so after I had pointed out the way d 
German didn't go, I left them to their devil# 
and went back to reassure Maria, who had had 
the yelling and drum beatings. I found the gd 
from the lighthouse in the hut. She was soothd 
Maria with the information that the niggers «* 
all man-eaters, the worst tribe in the district,am 
that she and a few other local blacks would # 1  
in the bush until the savages had cleared »| 
Maria asked me not to leave her, so I 
our visitors on the shore through a field-gh® I 
whistled in vain for Tom, and, I am now sorry®! 
confess, called him a scoundrel for having®! 
serted us in such an hour of danger, inoreFI 
ticularly as I found he had carried off myrev0* l  
Through my glass I could see the niggers cutdj 
up the shark and dabbing their hands a.bout “* 1
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bodies, dancing like wild tilings round tlie fire, 
while the witch-doctor waved his arms about and 
seemed to be performing some sort of ceremony. 
I stopped at the window for a long time, but the 
eight of those demons put my back up so that I 
couldn’t stand it any longer, so taking my rifle 
and a pocket full of cartridges I went towards 
them, determined to pick off a few. Of course, it 
was a mad thing to do, but there seemed no chance 
of assistance coming from Sierra Leone in time 
to save us, and I thought I might possibly put 
them to flight if I engaged them before the witch
doctor had worked them up to a regular state of 
madness, when it would be certain death for any 
white man or woman they came across. Well, I 
marched down about half-way to the shark, when 
the witch-doctor spotted me, and began acting 
more like a lunatic than ever. I had just sighted 
my rifle for 150 yards, when I heard crack! crack ! 
crack! crack ! in the direction of the forest, and, 
looking up, saw a man in a red coat suddenly 
appear among the bushes, salute, and disappear 
again. It wras Tom Highlands. There was no 
mistaking his burly body and little head.

“ Two or three minutes later there was another 
small volley, and then Tom appeared about fifty 
yards further on among the bushes, saluted, 
turned on his heel, and was hidden from sight. 
The niggers, hearing the firihg, stopped their 
dancing, atul stood staring into the bush. As a 
matter of fact, I was as much puzzled as they 
were. For a few minutes nothing further hap
pened, except that the savages crowded together,

talking and gesticulating, now' and again pointing 
at me, and then at the bush. A t the end of a few 
minutes there was another small volley. Again 
the red coat appeared, but this time at least two 
hundred yards nearer me. I couldn’t make out 
what Tom Highlands was after, but lie kept up 
this game for about Ualf-an-hour, during which I 
squatted on the sand-hill with my rifle at < 
full cock. The niggers became more and more 
agitated, and finally rushed to their canoes and 
paddled hastily away along the coast. I could 
not resist sending a §hot after them, but I  think 
it fell short, and perhaps it was a good thing. 
You see, the beggars thought a whole regiment 
of soldiers was coming, and that these w’ere 
sentries, or advance guards, which kept [topping 
out at different places in, the bushes. It is an 
old theatrical trick, sending the same man on and 
off the stage repeatedly. As I said just now, it’s 
wonderful what the British anny can do, even 
when it consists of only one man ; but wasn’t it 
doosed impudent of Tom Highlands to personate 
the British army in that way ? ”

“ And I suppose your men came down from 
Sierra Leone in the evening?” I said.

“ Well, no,” answered the major, rubbing his 
chin reflectively between his thumb and the 
knuckle of his first finger. “  You see, the German 
never got up there. The niggers must have sent 
a detachment through the bush and cut him off. 
Hullo, the rain’s over! I say, let’s get away 
from this beastly smell of tea and bread and 
butter ! ”

SOME DOGS I HAVE KNOWN.

THE PARISIAN DOO— A BIT OF A THE SMART DOO— AND A FAVOURITE
DANDT. WITH THE LADIES.



TH E ST A M PS OF CANADA.

“  7E  hold a vaster Empire than has been.”
VV When Sir Lewis Morris penned these 

words he had no idea that by means of 
a postage stamp they would become the language 
of thousands upon thousands of loyal British sub
jects scattered in all parts of the 
world. And yet no other single 
stamp of our Queen’s reign has 
been more popular than the 2c. Im 
perial Canadian issue, nor has any 
other issue seen so prodigious and 
far-reaching a circulation.

E ve ry o n e — especially the boy 
philatelist —  is pleased with the 
Canadian “ Map ” stamp, and finds 
endless amusement in counting the 
red dots, and trying to solve such problems as 
why South Africa is entirely coloured red, and 
why our West African colonies, such as Gambia, 
Gold Coast, etc., have been pushed from terra 
firma into the Atlantic Ocean ! As we are going 
to talk about Canadian stamps a little this month,

D IAM O N D  -TC BILEK

it may be well 
wards, and so 
“ Map ” stamp 

I t h i n k  I 
mentioned that 
distinct varie- 
stamp, consti- 
coloura of the 
blue, and blue- 
Mr. Ewan, of 
has been mak-

FIBST TYPE.

to start back- 
we have the 
right before us. 
have already 
there are three 
t ies o f  this  
tuted by the 
sea— lavender, 
gre e n —  b u t  
Bri t ish  fame, 
ing this stamp

Owing to the delicate nature of the red portions 
of this stamp, scarcely any two copies will be 
exactly alike, although there are more or less 
pronounced varieties, as mentioned.

During 1898 there were two distinct designs 
issued, both having for their main 
feature a very unattractive portrait 
of the Queen, altogether too large 
for the oval in which it is con
tained. Early in the year, this 
design was issued with a maple 
leaf in each of the four angles, but 
on complaints being received that 
the de nominat ion s were not 
readily distinguishable, the leaves 
in the lower angles were substituted 

by small white tablets bearing coloured figures of 
value. These latter are the stamps in use at the 
present time, and the values of both issues are as 
follows— lc., 1c., 2c., 3c., 5c., Ge., 8c., and 10c, I 
scarcely think any values of either issues can be
come really rare, although while they can be

a special study, and has discovered that there are 
some legitimate varieties of type, and one or tw o 
actual errors.

obtained at a 
age over face 
stamps of the 
worth purchas- 
The Diamond 

o f 1897 are  
h a n d s o m e s t  
have ever been 
again, the em- 
leaves  figure 
portraits of the

KUMKIULS ADDED.

small percent- 
v a l u e ,  the 
first design are 
ing.
•T ubilee stamps 
a m o n g  the 
stamps that 
issued. Here, 
blematicmaple 
around the two 
Queen — one

showing her as she appeared in the year of her 
accession to the throne ; the other, a present-day 
portrait. The set includes stamps from lc. to



T H E  S T A M P  C O L L E C T O R . 235
05 though young collectors will think themselves

lttcky if th V  secu re  a11 v a lu e s  UP t0  50c'
This issue should be worth more vsed than

unused, as undoubtedly there was a raise-the-wind
[icy in their issue, and on this account col

lectors have been shy in investing anything like 
£3 7s. 6Jd., the face value of the sixteen stamps 
comprising the issue, and for this reason it has 
hung fire, and is, I believe, still on sale 
concurrently with the small series. The 
ic. 6c.. and values from 8c. upwards 
iould, in the course of time, prove good 

property vsed.
Two of the prettiest stamps —  ones 

laving a touch of nature—are the 20c.
.nd 50c. values of the 1892-93 issue. The 
lesign (see illustration) shows the Queen 
is a widow—the “ Widow of Windsor.” 
lie same design has appeared on the 

itamps of Newfoundland. They have 
ieen and are extremely popular, and why the 
rude designs in use to-day should replace them 

cannot understand. Used, these two stamps 
,re well worth face value, and unused, in the 
course of time, they should become scarce.
The small series of stamps constituting tlie 

870-82 issues are chiefly remarkable for the 
ength of time for which they remained in use, 
nd the excellent profile of the Queen, looking to 
ie right. This issue unused is rising in value, 
nd, if possible, should he secured.
The 1868 issue, which is only a larger design of 

lie subsequent small series, has been increasing 
n value, unused, for some time. The denomina- 
ions are seven, |c., lc., 2c., 3c., 6c., 12ic., and 15c. 
ieven years’ advance in market value is shown by 
he following table :—

boons ever granted to the public, the establish
ment of Imperial penny postage, commemorated 
by the stamp which is described at the commence
ment of these notes.

c- a* * *-*«*tj*
WIDOWHOOD.

1893 19C0 1893 1900

lc.
S. <1. s. d. g. d. ». d.
1 3 2 0 Gc. 1 0 4 0

2c.<1 0 !! 2 r. 12£c. 2 0 5 0
.lc. 0 (i 3 G 15c. 1 G 1 G

A large quantity of the 15c. remained on hand 
hen the small series came into use, hence 
, value can be obtained to-day at 
ouble face value.
The early issues of the Dominion must 
l( occuPy much space. Suffice it to say 
141 thei' are sound stock in fine condi- 
!?n’an(̂ are ever on the increase in value, 
e early “ pence 0 issues are becoming 

[ retne‘y rare, and the 12 d. stamp is now 
or something like £ 10 0  unused, while 
P na|ne used copy is almost unknown.
* ™\va Ûe ‘s one °f the only two stamps ever 
'>gned bearing a portrait of the Prince Consort. 

J4n a should be a strong country with young 
.[ .r8, I* i3 to this colony we owe the wide 

510113 °f Imperialism, also one of the greatest

1870-82.

PHILATELISTS’ WAR FUND.
I have already penned a few lines concerning the 

Philatelists’ War Fund, by which stamp collectors 
were invited to send in gifts of stamps to 
be sold by public auction, the entire pro
ceeds being devoted to the War Relief 
Fund. The auction is past, and as a result 
over £ 1,000 will accrue to the above-men
tioned fund, bearing striking testimony 
to the patriotism of stamp collectors.

The catalogue included some 350 lots, 
the names of the donors being appended ; 
the whole put together into a handsome 
cover, embellished with a portrait of the 
Queen, and the colours of the Royal 

Standard and the Union Jack.
Among the highest prices obtained, were, 

Tuscany, 3 lire, unused, £93, A set of Trinidad 
stamps, 1891, ^d.. Id., 2|d., 4d., 6d., Is. and 5s.; all 
surcharged “ 9d.” ; one of four sets printed on 
February 23rd, 189V, in commemoration of H. R.H. 
the Duke of York’s visit to the island. H.R.H, 
donated this set, and has the other three in his 
possession— £30.

Similar sales are announced to take place in Scot- 
landand Manchester. ____

STAMPS IN POCKET BOOK FORM.
The Post Office Department of the U.S.A. has 

just decided on a novel plan of issuing the stamp 
most generally in use—the 2c. These are in 
future to be obtainable in pocket-books, contain
ing 360 stamps, in blocks of six, with a cover. 
This innovation might well be copied by our own 
Post Office. ____  ‘

SOME INTERESTING NEW ISSUES.
C o l u m b ia  (C a r t a g e n a ) .— -Messrs. Bright it 

Son have sent me some additions to the 
Cartagena provisionals, which were de
scribed a month or so back ; these are of 
the same type, but in different colours, 
and perforated. There is also a surcharge 
of seven wavy lines, which is said to be a 
control mark. There are also three other 
provisional stamps ; two of them formed 
by cutting down the design of the first 
provisionals, and type-setting, with new 
inscriptions ; and a third, the lc. black 

issue of Bolivar, 1891, surcharged with the seven 
wavy lines alluded to.

C r e t e .— A very handsome set of nine values 
has been issued, three of which I am able to 
illustrate, although not being in a position this
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“ \ H / ^  a vaster Empire than lias been.” 
\ \  When Sir Lewis Morris penned these 

words he had no idea that by means of 
a postage stamp they would become the language 
of thousands upon thousands of loyal British sub
jects scattered in all parts of the 
world. And yet no other single 
stamp of our Queen’s reign has 
been more popular than the 2c. Im
perial Canadian issue, nor has any 
other issue seen so prodigious and 
far-reaching a circulation,

E ve ry o n e — especially the boy 
philatelist —  is pleased with the 
Canadian “ Map ” stamp, and finds 
endless amusement in counting the 
red dots, and trying to solve such problems as 
why South Africa is entirely coloured red, and 
why our West African colonies, such as Gambia, 
Gold Coast, etc., have been pushed from terra 
firma into the Atlantic Ocean ! As we are going 
to talk about Canadian stamps a little this month, 
it may be well 
wards, and so 
“ Map” stamp 

I t h i n k  I 
mentioned that 
distinct varie- 
stamp, consti- 
colours of the 
blue, and blue- 
Mr. Ewan, of 
has been mak- 
a special study, and has discovered that there are 
3*ome legitimate varieties of type, and one or two 
actual errors.

O w in g  to  the d elica te  nature o f  the red  portions 
o f  th is  stam p, scarce ly  an y  tw o  cop ies  will be 
e x a ctly  a like, a lth ou gh  th ere are m ore or less 
p ron ou n ced  varieties, as m en tion ed .

During 1898 there were two distinct designs 
issued, both having for their main 
feature a very unattractive portrait 
of the Queen, altogether too large 
for the oval in which it is con
tained. Early in the year, this 
design was issued with a maple 
leaf in each of ,the four angles, but 
on complaints being received that 
the deno mina tio ns were not 
readily distinguishable, the leaves 
in the lower angles were substituted 

by small white tablets bearing coloured figures of 
value. These latter are the stamps in use at the 
present time, and the values of both issues are as 
follows— ic., 1c., 2c., 3c., 5c., Gc., 8c., and 10c. I 
scarcely think any values of either issues can be
come really rare, although while they can be 
obtained at a 
age over face 
stamps of the 
worth purchas- 

The Diamond 
o f  1897 a r e  
handsom e s t  
have ever been 
again, the em- 
leaves figure 
portraits of the 
showing her as she appeared in the year ot her 
accession to the throne; the other, a present-day 
portrait. The set includes stamps from lc. w

> • 1 ’’•a.. L . ■ " i - .„ V / W
7K i *

DIAMOND .JUBILEE

FIB3T TYPE.

t o  start b a ck - 
w e  h a v e  t h e  
r ig h t b e fore  us. 
h a v e  a lready  
there are three 
t i e s  o f  t h i s  
t u t e d  b y  th e  
se a — lavender, 
g r e e n  —  b u t  
B r i t i s h  fam e, 
in g  th is stam p

SUMEBALS ADDED,

small percent- 
v a l u e ,  the 
first design are 
ing.
Jubilee stamps 
a m o n g  the 
stamps that 
issued. Here, 
blematic maple 
around the two 
Queen — one
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e. though young collectors will think themselves 
Kicky if they secure all values up to 50c.
 ̂ This issue should he Worth more used than 
mused, as undoubtedly there was a raise-the-wind 

jicy in their issue, and on this account col
ectors have been shy in investing anything like 
3 7s. 6k ., the face value of the sixteen stamps 
mprising the issue, and for this reason it has 

ung fire, and is, I believe, still on sale 
oncurrcntly with the small series. The 

6c.. and values from 8c. upwards 
hould, in the course of time, prove good 
roperty vsed.
Two of the prettiest stamps —  ones 

a"ing a touch of nature—are the 20c. 
nd 50c. values of the 1892-93 issue. The 
(■ sign (see illustration) shows the Queen 
s a widow—the “ Widow of Windsor.” 
lie same design has appeared on the 
tamps of Newfoundland. They have 
en and are extremely popular, and why the 

rude designs in use to-day should replace them 
e cannot understand. Used, these two stamps 
re well worth face value, and unused, in the 
urse of time, they should become scarce.
The small series of stamps constituting the 

870-82 issues are chiefly remarkable for the 
ngth of time for which they remained in use, 

nd the excellent profile of the Queen, looking to 
e right. This issue unused is rising in value, 
id, if possible, should be secured.
The 1868 issue, which is only a larger design of 
ie subsequent small series, has been increasing 
value, unused, for some time. The denomina- 

ons are seven, k ., lc., 2c., 3c., 6c., 12lc., and 15c. 
veil years’ advance in market value is shown by 
e following tabie :—

b o o n s  ever granted  to  th e  p u b lic , the establish 
m en t o f  Im p eria l p e n n y  postage, com m em orated  
b y  the stam p w h ich  is  d escribed  at the com m en ce
m ent o f  these notes.

"flNt M ♦ -♦ ‘fctflilt'
WIDOWHOOD.

1893 1900 1893 1900
a. il. s. rl. s. d. s. d.

1c. 1 3 2 0 Co. 1 0 4 (5
0 9 2 r> 124 c. 2 0 r> C,•V. o <; 3 0 15c. 1 0 1 c

A large quantity of the 15c. remained on hand 
hen the small series came into use, hence 
b value can be obtained to-day at 
uble face value.
The early issues o f th e  D o m in io n  m u st 
t occupy m uch space. S u ffice  it to  say 
at they are sound s to ck  in  fine co n d i- 
n, and are ever on the increase in  value, 
c early “  p e n ce " issues are b ecom in g  
femely rare, and the 12d. stam p  is n ow  
r something like £ 1 0 0  u n u sed , w h ile  
®n̂ ne Usefl copy  is a lm ost u n k n ow n .
• ' v̂ ue *s one o f  th e  o n ly  tw o  stam ps ever

c "  , ^ear' n8 a portra it o f  th e  P rin ce  C onsort.
llecto 1 Sh°U!d *3e a strong country w ith  young 
t Tt is to this colony we owe the wide 

sions of Imperialism, also one of the greatest

1870-82.

PHILATELISTS’ WAR FUND.
I  h ave  a lready  p en n ed  a  few  lin es con cern in g  the 

P h ila te lists ’ W a r F u n d , b y  w h ich  stam p co llectors 
w ere in v ited  to  send in g ifts  o f  stam ps to  
be  so ld  b y  p u b lic  au ction , the en tire  p ro 
ceeds toeing d e v o te d  to  th e  W ar R elie f 
F u n d . T h e a u ction  is past, and  as a  result 
over £1 ,000  w ill accrue to  the a b ove -m en 
tio n e d  fu n d , b ea rin g  s tr ik in g  testim on y  
to  th e  p atriotism  o f  stam p collectors.

T h e  cata logu e  in clu d ed  som e 350 lots, 
the nam es of th e  d on ors  b e in g  a ppended  ; 
th e  w h ole  p u t togeth er in to  a  handsom e 
cover, em b ellish ed  w ith  a  portra it o f  the 
Q u een , a n d  th e  co lou rs o f  the R oya l 

S ta n d a rd  an d  the U n io n  Jack .
Among the highest prices obtained, were, 

Tuscany, 3 lire, unused, £93. A set of Trinidad 
stamps, 1891, ^d.. Id., 2Ad., 4d., 6d., Is. and 5s.; all 
surcharged “ 9d.” ; one of four sets printed on 
February 23rd, 1891-, in commemoration of H . R . H , 
the D u k e  of York’s visit to the island. H .R .H . 
donated this set, and has the other three in his 
possession— £30.

S im ila r  sales are a n n ou n ced  to  tak e  p lace in S cot- 
lan d 'an d  M anchester. _______

STAMPS IN POCKET BOOK FORM.
The Post Office Department of the L.S.A. has 

just decided on a novel plan of issuing the stamp 
most generally in use—the 2c. These are in 
future to be obtainable in pocket-books, contain
ing 360 stamps, in blocks of six, with a cover. 
This innovation might well be copied by our own 
Post Office. ____  '

SOME INTERESTING NEW ISSUES.
C o l u m b ia  ( C a r t a g e n a ).— Messrs. Bright & 

Son have sent me some additions to the 
Cartagena provisionals, which were de
scribed a month or so back ; these are of 
the same type, but in different colours, 
and perforated. There is also a surcharge 
of seven wavy lines, which is said to be a 
control mark. There are also three other 
provisional stamps ; two of them formed 
by cutting down the design of the first 
provisionals, and type-setting, with new 
inscriptions ; and a third, the lc. black 

issue of Bolivar, 1891, surcharged with the seven 
wavy lines alluded to.

C r e t e .— A  very  h an dsom e set o f  n in e values 
has b een  issued, th ree  o f  w h ich  I  am  able to  
illustrate, a lth ou gh  n o t  b e in g  in  a position  th is
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m on th  to  say w h at th e  various design s s ign ify . 
T h is  is a  m ost in terestin g  series o f  stam ps. T h e 
p reced in g  issues o f  C rete  have been  m ore  in 
the nature o f  provisionals. C olou rs as fo llow s  :

CftKTK. CHF.TK.

1 lepton, brown ; 5 lepta, green ; 10  lepta, red ; 
20 lepta, red ; 25 lepta, blue and red ; 50 lepta, 
mauve and red ; 1 drachma, purple and black,
2 drachma, brown and black ; 5 drachma, green and 
black. A  drachma is worth about 8d.

C h e a t  B r it a in .—A t last there is to be a per
formance of the change in colours of the current 
id. and Is. stamps. A  notice has been issued to 
postmasters stating that the kl. stamp, printed in 
green, will be ready for issue on April 17th, and 
the new Is. stamp later on, probably by mid
summer.

I c e l a n d .— A new value has been added to the 
current series— 4 aur rose and grey.

.Ma l t a .— A  }d. stam p m ay be exp ected  here 
shortly. '

S t r a i t s  S e t t l e m e n t s . — Federation lias long 
been in the air in the Malay States, and it has 
now become mi fa it accompli. Five of the current 
Negri Sembilan issues have been overprinted 
“ Federated Malay States” in black. The values 
so surcharged are the lc., 2c., 3c., 10c., and 25c.

T r in id a d .— “ A Stamp-collecting Reader of T he  
C a p t a in ’’ sends me the following cutting from the 
Port of Spain Gazelle. Many thanks to our friend, 
whose thoughtfulness again proves the far-reaching 
circulation of this magazine.

Consequent upon the recommendation o f the Commis
sioners' report on the Stamp Frauds, there will be a new 
issue of five shilling (5s.) stamps. These stamps have 
already arrived, and are now in the colonial treasury. 
They are the same size and design as those to lie 
replaced, but are, we are told, purple. The use of the 
tivepenny (5d.) stamps is to l>e discontinued, and those 
now on hand will shortly be destroyed. The use of ten 
shilling (10s.) stamps has been discontinued. There being 
none in stock, no more will be ordered.

V ic t o r ia .— While various writers at home have 
been advocating the issue of “  War Stamps,” 
“  Khaki Stamps,” and the like (all of which sug
gestions we most devoutly hope will be scouted 
by the authorities), Victoria seems to have decided 
upon the issu  ̂of Id. and 2d. stamps, to be retailed

a t  Is. and 2s. a p ie ce — profits to  the "War Fnitf 
T h  c  V ic to r ia  P h ila te lic  S o c ie ty  has lodged asta, 

co m p la in t against such a  procedu re, and we 
th e  co m p la in t w ill have sa lu tary  effect.

B y  th e  w ay, w ou ld  ou r  readers like to s*. 
k h ak i stam p issued  1 A  vo lu m e o f T he CahJ  
w ill be  aw arded  for  the b est reason (on a r,« 
card ) fo r  such an issue. I t  w ill 
have to  be a g o o d  reason !

W u r t e m  b u r g .— T w o  new  
values have been  a d d ed  to  the 
cu rren t series —  30pf. orange 
and  b la ck , 40pf. claret and 
b l a c k .  T h e  ty p e  illustrated  
has b e e n  in  u s e  b e t w e e n  
tw e n ty  and  th irty  years now , 
and is stron g  ev id en ce  o f  the 
non - specu la tive  con d ition  o f  all issues of & 
G erm an  E m pire.

The Stamp Editor of T hf. C a p tain  will he jWj 
receive early information o f New Issues for cbm  
in these popes. F ull acknowledgment will he jirn/s 
miy information which can he used, and tpicimthiri 
he promptly returned.

Books or articles for review should be accompanitl'n 
particulars rf price, etc. '

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
M iss W . sends T h e  C aptain  out to her nephews 

Cape T ow n each m onth, and asks me the value of» 
perforate and perforated penny British stamps old 
issue. The value of these depends on various c«i 
tions o f  plate, w aterm ark, perforation, etc., but the 
sent m e for inspection are w orth Id. each. SoliUiS 
has been a regular reader o f these pages sines" 
com m enced, and is now one o f the noble annjf 
stam p collectors. U nfortunately “  Solitaire” leflfc 
first collection, w hich had attained to four huaW 
varieties, in the train. I f  any  reader of T heCi?^ 
lias com e across it I shall be glad to send binui 
ow ner’s address. H. Treherne (1 ) wants s stifl 
catalogue listing Germ an locals. He had better jn 
cure Messrs. Stanley G ibbons’ “ L ocal’’ catalog 
price Is. (2) Y es, but I cannot give the namesofbtf 
issuing them. (3) No ! Toblat wishes to sell set® 
hundred old penny red postage stam ps—how c u t  
be effected? I fear it is a difficult matter, as Ik* 
stamps are w orth but very little per hundred. BUflffl 
— Certainly. Anything up to  £1,000 value. Fsi® 
f i l l  Reader.— Please be a little more explicit in 
enquiries. T h ere are m any varieties of Orange1 ■ 
State stamps, som e w orth Id. each, others 20*.» 
over. Aetas.— Certainly, stam p collecting flosef; 
all through the sum m er m onths. Its permanentK 
on enthusiasts o f  all ages precludes any dietribui* 
o f interest into seasons. K ruger.— Why tbi*w* 
plume? You scarcely deserve an answer. But.* 
can go ahead w ith  your South African collection, 
m oney is soundly invested. W ar Fund.—*0", 
too late for the London sale, but I hear that si®- 
sales are going to beh eld  in Manchester and Sen-15 
w hich will answer your query.

WTRTRJfBUM.



IT  was during  a  b r ie f  v isit to  th e  C a p e  
Colony that I  ch a n c e d  to  m eet an  e ld e r ly  
English farm er, n a m e d  J o h n  H art, w h o  re 

sided near the A d d o  B ush . W e  w ere s o o n  ta lk in g  
together as if  w e w ere fr ie n d s  o f  lo n g  stan d in g , 
and the old  gen tlem an  tu rn ed  the co n v e rsa tio n  
to the subject nearest h is heart, an d  fo r  an  h o u r  
I was com pelled  t o  listen , as patiently  as I  c o u ld , 
to a long d iscou rse  u p o n  th e  h ardsh ips a n d  d iffi
culties surrounding a  C a p e  fa rm er ’s life , until m y 
poor head was in  a  w hirl, in  w h ich  d rou g h t, 
locusts, and rin d erp est p la y e d  an im p orta n t 
part. Fearing an a ttack  o f  bra in  fever, o r  s o m e 
thing equally ba d , I  was a b o u t  to  m a k e  s o m e  
excuse, and get aw ay, w h en  he su d d e n ly  re 
marked

“ By the way, M r. M artin , perh aps y o u  w o u ld  
like to have a lo o k  o v e r  m y  farm . I sh o u ld  b e  
oily too p leased  to  see y o u  an y  tim e y o u  ca te  
to come, you k n o w .”

Now I had h eard  m u ch  a b o u t the A d d o  B ush , 
ttod was aware that e lep h a n ts  a b o u n d e d  th ere, 
ar|d if there was a n yth in g  I d id  w ant to  see , it 
ttasa wild South A fr ica n  e lep h an t.

Thank you. I t  is very  g ood  
should be d e lig h te d .”

“ R ight! W ill next w eek  suit y o u  ? Y e s  ? 
dh com e next w eek , a n d  rem ain  a  few  d a y s  

''■t us. I ’ ll sh ow  y o u  ro u n d . T h a t ’s settled , 
bood-bye.”
. I felt exceed in g ly  p le a se d  w ith m yself, a n d  
unT  t0 c o n c lus ' o n  that I h a d  n o t 
nothm<?ne an k ° ur’s m a rtyrd om  en tire ly  fo r

V o j ^ ^ ' nSly the fo llo w in g  w eek  I  left fo r  M r.

very g o o d  o f  you . I

K e m s l e y . I l l u s t r a t e d  b y  J. L it t l e r .

H a rt ’s farm . It w as an  easy  ru n  o f  a c o u p le  o f  
h ou rs fro m  P ort E liza b eth , w h ere I  was staying 
at th e  tim e , to  th e  A d d o  B u sh  station.

M r. H a rt  m et m e  w ith  his b u g g y , ready  to  
c o n v e y  us to  th e  farm , w h ich  was so m e  m iles 
fro m  th e  railw ay line.

T h e  sce n e ry  as w e jo u r n e y e d  was e x c e e d 
in g ly  p ictu resq u e , th e  ro a d  w in d in g  in a n d  ou t 
o f  a  forest o f  trees in  fu ll fo lia g e . T h e  air was 
c o o l  a n d  exh ilaratin g , a n d , lea n in g  b a ck  c o m 
forta b ly  o n  cu sh ion s , I se e m e d  to  fee l I  was 
d rin k in g  in new  life  w ith every  b rea th  I  to o k . 
T h e  a ttractiven ess a n d  new ness o f  m y  su rrou n d 
ings, the stran ge  q u ietn ess  that p reva iled  a rou n d  
m e, lu lle d  m e  in to  a  h a p py  s ile n ce , w h ich  I  d id  
n o t care  t o  b r e a k ; bu t m y h ost, w ith  n o t a spark 
o f  p o e try  in  h is nature, s o o n  in terru pted  th e  
flow  o f  m y  th ou gh ts.

I  s ig h e d  resign ed ly . I  was t o  b e  ca lle d  
b a ck  sh arp ly  to  th e  du ll, ted iou s  realities o f  a  
farm er’s life . B u t h is first w ord s  arrested m y 
atten tion , a n d  I was a ll ears.

“  I hear e lep h a n ts  are b e c o m in g  a n u isan ce  
again , a n d  h ave a lready  d o n e  s o m e  d a m a ge  to  
th e  farm  o f  B en  Sm ith. W h e n e v e r  th ere 
is a d ro u g h t w e alw ays h ave  a  d ifficu lty  w ith 
th e m .”

“  W h a t d id  th ey  d o  ? ”
“ P a id  a  v isit t o  h is  p la ce  o n e  n igh t, an d  drank 

u p , an d  sp o ilt , the w ater h e  h a d  been  carefu lly  
co n se rv in g . I h o p e  to  g o o d n e s s  th ey  w on ’t c o m e  
near m y  p la ce  ! ”

“  W h y  d o n ’t y o u  h un t th em  a n d  exterm in ate  
th em , o r  d r ive  th em  aw ay from  th e  A d d o  
B ush  ? ”  *

“ W e  h u n t th em  som etim es , b u t  w e h ave 
to  o b ta in  a  lice n se  to  d o  so , as G o v e rn m e n t 
p reserves th em , a n d  y o u  h a v e  t o  g o  th rou gh  
a lo t o f  ‘ red  tape  ’ b e fo r e  y o u  can  g et a  licen se . 
I hate e lep h an ts , a n d  I hate G o v e rn m e n ts .”
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Thus conversing we came in sight of the 

fa rm -h ou se , a w h ite  b u ild in g , th a tch e d  ro o f, 
w ith a veran dah  in front.

M rs. H a rt, a  p leasant, h om ely , m id d le -a g e d  
la d y , w e lc o m e d  us at the d o o r , an d  w e  s o o n  sat 
d o w n  to  a  g o o d  su pper, to  w h ich  I ,  h a v in g  a 
k een  a p p etite  after the in v igora tin g  d rive , d id  
fu ll ju stice .

O n  en terin g  th e  brea k fa st-room  th e  fo l lo w 
in g  m orn in g  I c o u ld  n o t  fail t o  o b s e r v e  that 
so m e th in g  h a d  d is tu rb e d  th e  eq u a n im ity  o f  m y  
h ost. H e  was p a c in g  u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  ro o m  
in d e e p  th ou gh t, a n d  h is fa ce  was p u ck e re d  up  
in  frow ns.

“  G o o d  m orn in g , M r. M artin . W e  w ere  ta lk 
in g  a b o u t e leph an ts. T h e  brutes, as I th ou g h t, 
have b e e n  pay in g  m y  farm  a visit. L ast n igh t 
th ey  m a d e  an in road , a n d  partly b ro k e  aw ay the 
d a m  o f  m y  reservoir, le ttin g  th e  w ater ru n  to  
rvaste, b ro k e  in to  th e  fie lds, an d  h ave  eaten  a n d  
d e stro y e d  a qu antity  o f  m y  crop s . I te ll you , 
farm in g in this co u n try  is n o t w orth  a n y th in g .”

“  I am  sorry to  h ear that, a n d  sy m p a th ise  
w ith y o u  m ost h ea rtily .”

“  I h ad  a large gu n  set in  a n tic ip a tio n  o f  a 
visit, bu t th e  bru tes are to o  k n o w in g , a n d  ca re 
fu lly  a v o id e d  it. T h e  o n ly  th ing to  d o  is to  
h un t th em , an d  I am  g o in g  to  d o  so  w h eth er 
the G o v e rn m e n t lik es it o r  n o t .”  ,

“  I w o u ld  like to  m a k e  o n e  o f  th e  p arty ,”  I 
sa id  eagerly .

“  It is very  d a n g e ro u s ,”  pu t in M rs. H art, w h o  
h ad  just en tered , a n d  h ad  h eard  th e  d rift o f  the 
con v ersa tion . “  W h y , a great S ou th  A fr ica n  
h un ter fr o m  C en tra l A fr ica  re fu sed  to  s h o o t  
e leph an ts in ou r forest w h en  he saw  the nature 
o f  the co u n try , w h ich  n ecessita tes their b e in g  
h u n ted  o n  fo o t . I d o n ’ t th in k  y o u  h ad  better, 
G e o r g e ,”  turn ing to  h er h u sban d . “ Y o u  k n o w  
h o w  d an g erou s  it is .”

“  I t ’ s safe e n ou g h , s o  lo n g  as o n e  is carefu l. 
I m ust d o  som eth in g  t o  s to p  th em . K i l l  o n e  
o r  tw o, a n d  the o th ers  w ill be  fr ig h ten ed  aw ay 
fo r  a tim e  at least. I w ill g e t  B en  S m ith  to  jo in  
us. H e  is a g o o d  sh o t .”

S o  it was arranged , a n d  I fe lt as i f  I  had  
re a ch e d  the u tm ost lim its o f  m y  a m b it io n . T h e  
a n tic ip a ted  jo y  was all th e  k een er  b e ca u s e  I had  
never, fo r  a  sin gle  m o m e n t , b e lie v e d  that there 
w as a p o ss ib le  ch a n c e  o f  m y  tak in g  part in  an 
e leph an t hunt. I  a lm o st d a n ce d  w ith satis
faction .

T h a t sam e day  w e set out. T h e  party  c o m 
prised  M r. H art, h is fr ien d  M r. B en  Sm ith , 
m yself, a n d  a  n ative  b o y , w h o, b e in g  ch a rco a l 
b la ck  in  co lo u r , h a d  b e e n  n ick n a m e d  “  W h ite 
w ash .”  H e  was an e x p e r ie n ce d  e lep h a n t trailer.

I  s o o n  fo u n d  it w as n o  ligh t task I  h ad  
u n d ertak en . F or  s o m e  tim e w e p u s h e d  ou r

w ay  o n  fo o t  th rou g h  th ick  bu sh , or edged 
past tall, s len d er  trees, w h ich  grew  thickly to
geth er. W e  s tu m b led  o n , tearing our clothes 
w ith  th e  th orn s, w h ich  o fte n  penetrated  into the 
flesh .

A t len g th  M r. H a rt h a lted , an d , turning round 
to  us, sa id  :—

“ T h e r e  is n o  sayin g  w h ere  the elephants have 
g o n e , s o  I  th in k  w e h a d  better separate, and 
arrange to  m eet at th e  p ic n ic  vale. Here, 
W h itew a sh , y o u  k n o w  th e  bu sh  thoroughly. 
Y o u  k n o w  the s p o t  I m e a n ? ”  '

“  Y e s , B aas.”
“  I d o n ’ t w ant y o u  to  run an y  risks, Mr. 

M artin , an d  I will g iv e  y o u  th e  lightest task. It is 
m o re  o p e n  to  th e  n orth . I  th in k  y o u  had better 
g o  w ith W h itew ash , an d  w ork  you r way round, 
a n d  w e ll m eet ev en tu a lly  at th e  appoin ted  place. 
M y  friend  a n d  I are a c c u s to m e d  to  this sort of 
th ing, a n d  w ill g o  straight ah ead . But mind, 
M r. M artin , i f  y o u  se e  a n y  elephants, dom 
s h o o t  u n less  y o u  are  certa in  o f  you r  shot, and 
leave  a b u ll severe ly  a lo n e . T h e y  are dangerous 
bru tes to  ta ck le .”

I d id  n o t  e x a ctly  lik e  th e  arrangement, nor 
th e  co m p a n io n  se le c te d  fo r  m e. Besides, I had 
h o p e d  that I  w o u ld  h a v e  b een  allotted the 
m ost d ifficu lt a n d  d a n g e ro u s  part o f  the hunt 
H o w e v e r , b e in g  th e  y o u n g e st o f  the party, and 
a  v isitor, I  c o u ld  n o t  b u t fall in with the 
sch em e .

W h itew a sh  s e e m e d  t o  u n d ersta n d  his business 
th orou g h ly , an d  w e  w ere  S oon  m aking our war 
q u ick ly  th rou g h  m o r e  o p e n  a n d  easier travelling 
g ro u n d . B ut I  w as d e s p o n d e n t  o f  meeting with 
an y  e lep h an ts , a n d , h a n d in g  m y gun to the 
K affir, w a lk ed  o n  ah ead , cu rsin g  m y luck, and, 
p erh aps , a rran gem en ts in  general, and paying 
o n ly  sligh t a tten tion  to  m y  surroundings. Sud
d e n ly  I  felt a to u ch  o n  m y  arm .

“  E lep h an ts , B aas,”  sa id  th e  native boy.
* W h e r e ? ”  . .

“  T h e r e ,”  p o in t in g  th rou g h  the bush, which 
was th ick  in fron t o f  us.

M y  heart g a v e  a b ig  th u m p . I  saw them no* 
F iv e  h u g e  fe llow s, an d , nearest m e, a  fine bull.

“  G iv e  m e  th e  g u n ,”  I sa id  qu ick ly .
“  B aas, b etter n o t sh o o t. T o o  m am  o f them. 

T e ll  o ld  B aas w h at w e saw .”
“  I n ev er  ca m e  a ll th is way fo r  nothing, awl 

a m  n o t  g o in g  to  return n ow . Y o u  can go if l00 
are  a fra id .”  ^

“ I  n o  g o  w ith ou t you . O ld  Baas sjambo* 
m e , I  d o  th at.”  H e  h a n d e d  the gun to n* 
re lu ctan tly  e n o u g h . ,

I  se ized  it eagerly , a n d  p u sh e d  on  quietly ** 
I h a d  a  clear v iew  o f  th e  bu ll, an d  raised , 
gun. T h e  e lep h a n t, e v id e n tly  suspecting son* 
th in g , ra ised  its h ead , b u t th e  breeze  was bio*®!
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from the herd. My hand shook a little from
excitement as I pulled the trigger. A thud told 
me that 1 had hit, but where ? Then followed 
a series of terrific screams. The smoke cleared, 
and I could see the elephant, with trunk up
lifted, its large tusks thrust forward angrily, 
glancing round quickly for a sight of us. '

“  Run for your life, B aas! ” called out White
wash.

I needed no second bidding. I knew per
fectly well that I had only wounded the animal, 
and side by side with the Kaffir I ran, but our 
movements were impeded by the undergrowth 
that barred the way. Behind us was the sound

IH E  INFURIATED MONSTER WAB GAINING ON US FAST, AND TH ER E SEEM ED NO HOPE OF EcCAPE,
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of the elephant, crashing through the bush in 
lull chase, emitting a succession of savage, un
earthly shrieks. The infuriated monster was 
gaining on us fast, and there seemed no hope 
of escape. We could climb no trees, for there 
were none in that part of the bush sufficiently 
large to give us protection. Involuntarily I 
glanced backward. The elephant was only 
sixty or seventy yards away, forcing his way 
through. Then I experienced that overwhelm
ing sensation of fear which entirely paralyses a 
man’s power of thought —  his reason made 
subordinate to that one great desire of escape, 
the instinct of the animal —  and drives him 
madly, blindly onwards— to destruction. On, 
on I sped, not heeding the words and cries of 
the native behind me, when suddenly White
wash, wifti a bound forward, managed to grip 
me by the arm, and held me tightly. I struggled 
violently to free myself, hitting out at him with 
my fists, but he would not let go his hold.

Stop ! ” he shouted in my ear, breathing 
hard. “  I ’ll save you ! Quick ! ”

Fortunately for myself I ceased my struggles, 
and the Kaffir boy dragged me under a sapling, 
tilling me to wait there quietly. Then, with the 
quickness of lightning, he had gathered in his 
arms a quantity of dried grass and wood, placing 
it round the tree in a circle.

I watched these operations in a dazed kind 
of a way, understanding only that Whitewash 
was trying to save my life. The native calmly1 
stooped down, without the least flurry, ^  
struck a light. The wood crackled, and blazed 
up into flame. At the same instant the elephant, 
before hidden by the thick bush, burst out, and 
came crashing down, trumpeting loudly. The 
cry of fear which rose to my lips was instantly 
stifled, for, on seeing the smoke, the animal 
abruptly halted, sniffed the air with its trunk, 
gave a shriek of anger and disappointment, 
turned round, and trotted off.

I almost hugged the Kaffir boy, Whitewash, 
black and unclean as he was. What I promised 
him in that moment of excited joy I do not 
know, but I believe that had he kept me to all 
my promises, he would have obtained most of 
the worldly possessions I then had.

The following day the elephant was found 
dead, and I still retain two fine tusks, taken 
from the one and only elephant I ever shot 
But at the time I made no great boast of mv 
bravery, and perhaps dread of the Government 
penalties for shooting royal game was not the 
only reason that induced me to preserve an 
absolute silence on the matter. I rewarded! 
Whitewash with the liberality he deserved, | 
much to his delight and surprise at its amount.

r

“ CRICKET IN MANY CLIMES.”

T h is  delightful book by Mr. P. F. Warner ought 
to find its way into every school library. Of 
photographs there is a liberal allowance—including 
that capital pictureof Lord Hawke which appeared 
in T he  C a p t a in — and heaps of racy reading that 
leads one on from page to page in quite a fascin
ating manner. There are all sorts of anecdotes 
and humorous incidents. For instance, here is a 
bit of big hitting:—

Then Lord Hawke joined me, and the crowd yelled to 
the bowler, “  Give the Lord another duck ! Give him 
another!”  But this time the Yorkshire captain made 
no mistake, and put together 51 “ of the Ijest," H e hit 
two colossal sixes, one of whioh nearly killed a lady who 
was watching the game from the balcony of her house. 
The l>all struck the woodwork about a foot from her face. 
M y score was the highest that has ever been made at St. 
Vincefit, and, I  believe, in the whole of the West Indies. 
I  made one drive straight over the bowler's head, which 
knocked a tray full o f cakes clean off the head of a 
black woman who was standing near the ropes.

Speaking of West Indian cricketers, Mr. Warner 
tells us (p. 9) that “ Englishmen will be very much

struck with the throwing powers of these black 
men, nearly all o f them being able to threw taS 
over a hundred yards.”

These coloured gentlemen, it seems, take their 
cricket very seriously.

I t  was at Antigua that we met in the opposing tew® * 
black man, perfectly deaf, and a “ stonewaller” of t* 
best. A t last he was stumped, and the fact being «■ 
plained to him in stentorian tones, he sorrowfully retrwM 
towards the pavilion. As he was walking away, however. 
Bromley-Davenport, who was umpiring at the bowlers 
end, stepped forward and explained to us that legally® 
was not out, as, without thinking, he had called 1 °re' 
lrefore the decision was given. One of the team went n 
search df the departed oatsman, and at last found in® 
Ijehind the pavilion weeping bitterly. Still shaking *»* 
hol)s, he was led back to the wickets ; but bia state* 
partial collapse became utter when Lord Hawke wsyw“ 
him, and attempted to explain at the top of hie *** 
how the mistake had happened. “ De Lard,’1 nee- 
dently thought, was abusing him, and his only reapo“£ 
was to weep more bitterly. Poor man ! His nep 
were ho shattered that he promptly ran two men out 

I have made these selections at random; 
book is full of meat.— O.F.
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An Indian Pastime.

I intend  in the present article to tell you all 
about kite-fighting as it is managed in India. 
There the aim of kite flying is that you may take 
tangle with some
one else’s kite, 
and cut it off or 
get cut off your
self. To this end 
the t h r e a d  is  
covered wi t h  a 
paste of ground 
glass and rice, or 
other ingredient, 
called manja. The 
kite is so made 
that it can dive to 
right or left, or re
vive rapidly on 
an imaginary axis,
*ith a motion like 
theflightof a rifle- 
bullet.

The thread is 
rolled on a reel, so 
that it may be let 
°ut or taken in 
quickly. You

'til ®Uess ^ *3 a pastime that requires no little
f 1 1, and grey-beards do not disdain to take part 
in it.

The rulas of kite-flying decree that a kite once cut

is  the p roperty  o f  an yone w h o can  catch  it, an d  y ou r 
th read  m ay b e  g rabbed  b y  an yon e, even  sn atch ed , 
as far as you r reel, w ith ou t y o u r  b ein g  a b le  to  p ro 

test. T h is  m akes 
k ite  - fly in g  v ery  
excitin g , a n d  y o u  
m ay g o  o u t  o f  an 
a fternoon  w ith ou t 
a “ p ic e ”  in  y ou r  
p ock et w h erew ith  
to  b u y  a k ite , an d  
co m e h o m e  h a v in g  
looted h a lf  a d ozen  
k ites a n d  a  h u n 
d r e d  y a r d s  o f  
thread.

“  Goodee ival
la h ! Goodee wal
lah ! ”  is  th e  c ry  
o f  the k ite  m an. 
A n d  a  ta ll, s o l 
d ierly  figure, m ore  

. su ited  to  th e  ca ll
in g  o f  a  S e p o y  
than a  k ite -m a k er, 
com es in to  th e  
com p ou n d . *

O n  his sh ou lder, in  a b a m b o o  rack, are  a  large 
n u m ber o f k ites. T h e y  are a ll o f  paper in stead  o f  
c lo th , and h ave  sh ort fish-tails in stead  o f  th e  lo n g  
ta il o f  the E n glish  k ite , w h ich  m akes th e  la tter

B u n s o  THU THREAD.
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to o  clu m sy  fo r  figh tin g  purposes. T h e  paper o f  
w h ich  they  are con stru cted  is very  sim ilar to  that 
used  fo r  m ak in g  ornam ental lam p-shades, and  is 
stiffened b y  a  thread, w h ich  runs rou n d  the edge 
o f  the paper and is enclosed  in it.

T h e lig h t  b am boo  fram ew ork  that su pports  th e  
k ite  is m u ch  th e  sam e as that o f  th e  E nglish  k ite  
— on e  stra ight p iece  and th e  o th er  cu rved  (th e  
cross piece is  n o t n e ce ssa ry ); b u t th e  stra ight 
p iece  in th e  In d ian  k ite  p rojects a  fe w  inches 
beyon d  the curved  one, as the m ost u sefu l shape 
o f  k i t e  f o r  
f i g h t i n g  p u r 
poses is square.

In  In d ia  —  
th e  land  o f  
c o l o u r  —  t h e  
k ites, as y o u  
m a y  im agine, 
are o f  every  
h u e ,from  b lack  
to  w hite. A t  
th e  k ite  fe s 
t i v a l ,  w h e n  
there are som e 
thousands to  
b e  seen at th e  
s a m e  t i m e ,  
tw in k lin g  lik e  
co lou red  ligh ts 
a g a i n s t  t h e  
d eep  b lu e  o f  a 
t r o p i c a l  s k y ,  
th e  effect is 
tru ly  rem ark 
able.

I n  b u y in g  a 
k ite th e p lia n cy  
o f  t h e  t w o  
b a m b o o  ribs 
is  c a r e f u l l y  
tested, f o r  a 
s tiff b a m b o o  is 
liab le  to  sn ap  
on  a  s u d d e n  
je rk . T h en  th e
ribs are exam ined  fo r  knots, a3 n oth in g  destroys 
th e  balance o f  a k ite  m ore  than a  k n ot in  th e  
b a m b oo  o f  the right o r  le ft  w ing. N o  sooner has 
such  a  k ite  reached a  certain  a lt itu d e  th an  it  
show s a  lean ing  to  th e  r igh t or  le ft, o r  revolves 
fro m  tim e  to  tim e in  an  erratic m anner, q u ite  
u n fittin g  i t  fo r  k ite-fighting.

T here  is  n o  d ifficu lty  in  se lectin g  a reel, th e  size 
an d  lightness b e in g  the o n ly  considerations. T h e  
thread , how ever, is  a  m atter th at exercises the 
d iscrim in ation . Y o u  can b u y  it  in  a ll co lou rs—  
crim son, g o ld , or  green— b u t  the co lo u r  tells y o u

n
A

j k l i

t h e  mania is a p p l ie d  with a rag.

n oth in g  o f  th e  com p osition  o f  the manja. Some 
preparations ro t the string, w h ile  an excess of g|te 
is  a3 bad  as an absen ce  o f  it, and its presence is 
n o t easily  detected . T he ex p ert prefers buyin. 
h is thread plain , and  can easily  satisfy 
th at it  is sm ooth  and strong. G o o d  thread, 
n o  th ick er than  ord in ary  sew in g  cotton , should be 
com posed  o f from  e igh t to  tw e lv e  strands, which 
y o u  can ascertain  b y  u n rave llin g  the end. He 
then  m akes h is ow n  manj t b y  pou n d in g  glass in a 
m ortar till it  is in a p ow der fine enougli to strain

through a pie« 
o f  silk. Then 
he beats up a 
l o t  o f  soft 
boiled rice with 
t h i s ,  and 
s t r a i n s it 
through coarse 
muslin. It 
then ready to 
p u t  on the 

_ thread. This 
is one of the 
c o m m o n e s t  
manjat; but 
though glass is 
indispensable, 
the other in
gredients are 
v e r y  varied 
E gg is often 
u s e d .  As » 
rule, every ei- 
p e r t  has s 
secret compo
sition of to* 
o w n ,  which 
m a k e s  bis 
■manja invin
cible.

H  a v i n?
w o u n d  hi* 
thread round 
tw o posts wide 
apart—or two

telegraph  poles, as the b oys in  our illustration 
h ave d o n e — the mat\ja is a p p lied  w ith  a rag, 
b e in g  taken  that i t  lies p e r fe ctly  smooth on the 
th r e a d ; fo r  any k n ot or lu m p  w ill catch y®*j 
adversaries’ threads w hen y o u  are fighting, 
th e  fr iction  th at sh ou ld  have- been distribute* 
ov er  m any yards o f  you r th read  w ill be confin 
to  one spot, and it  w on ’t b e  m an y seconds befo*1 
y ou r thread  is cu t. .,

T h e thread  is  n ex t le ft t o  d ry  in the sun, ™  
process is a ccom p lish ed  in  a  cou p le  o f  hours, 
y o u  m ust b e  carefu l h ow  y o u  handle it, for it
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your fingers lik e  a razor. T h e  best sort o f  

thread for k ite -fly in g  is L u ck n o w  silk , w h ich , 
though very fine, is com p osed  o f  from  sixteen  
to thirty-two strands, and ca n n ot b e  brok en  b y  
the hand. This is very  expen sive, a  tola o f  the 
best silk being w orth  its w eigh t in go ld .

Besides thread an d  silk , v ery  fine steel w ire  is 
sometimes used for  k ite -figh tin g  ; b u t  it  is against 
the rules o f  the gam e, and  d e tection  w o u ld  lead to  
lamentable results. H ow ev er , it  is  hard  to  detect, 
as your opponent m ay be fly in g  h is k ite  from  a  
house-top half a  m ile aw ay, and is se ldom  visible. 
It is only after you  h ave lo s t  som e ten  or  tw elve 
kites in succession you  
can be certain o f  the 
fact.

Incredible as it  m ay 
sound, it is qu ite  p ossib le  
to cut soft steel w ire w ith  
good manjaed thread. T h e 
expert, su spectin g  his 
adversary o f u sin g  wire, 
will contrive to  m ake a 
long dive on it. H a u lin g  
in his own thread, hand 
over hand, he sw oops 
down with all th e  force  
and m om entum  his k ite  
is capable of, and, strik 
ing the w ire w ith in  a 
short distance o f  h is own 
kite, will thus, w ith  its 
added weight, cause the 
wire to kink ; and, p ro 
vided his ow n  thread 
does not break w ith  the 
force of the b low , he w ill 
next let ou t q u ick ly , and 
his thread m ov in g  sw iftly  
in the groove o f  th e  kink, 
will soon cut the w ire 
like a file.

sw oops. Y o u r  op p on en t, th in k in g  h e  has cu t y o u  
off, stops lettin g , an d  you r ra p id ly -m ov in g  thread, 
crossing  h is sta tion ary  one, soon  cuts h im  off, to  
h is  great aston ishm ent. A n d  it  is n o t until y ou r  
k ite , co m in g  to  th e  en d  o f its  tether, rights itse lf, 
th at h e  d iscov ers  th e  trick .

T here  are k ites  o f  other an d  m ore  fantastic 
shapes th a t are flow n  in  In d ia , b u t th e y  are in 
th e  m inority , fo r  th e  figh tin g  k ite  m ust b e  
square. T h e  a lligators, fish, haw ks, etc., w hich  the 
C h inese an d  J apan ese  •fly, are on ly  fit for  orn a 
m en tal purposes, an d  cou ld  n o t m anoeuvre rap id ly  
lik e  the square k ite.

THE EN3LTSH BOY GETS A LOT OP PUN OUT OF IT.

This principle governs
kite-fighting: D istribu te  the fr ic t io n  on  you r 
thread over as m any yards as possib le , an d  confine 
the friction on  you r adversary ’s th read  to  the 
same spot— if y o u  can.

The tricks in k ite -figh tin g  are m any. O n e o f  
mcni is, before the tangle, to  pay  o u t  a  qu antity  
°f your thread on  the grou n d , w h ile  you  h old  
the thread to  you r k ite  in you r  hand. D irectly  
jou have got in to  tangle, tak in g  the t o p — he., 
crossing over his thread from  a b o v e — b y  1 pre- 
erence, you let g o  you r  thread , and  the k ite, 

not being con trolled  any longer, beh aves as i f  it 
" ere cub  d riftin g  forw ard  in lon g  u n d u la tin g

K ites are flow n  th rou gh ou t the co ld  w eather 
m on th s until th e  en d  o f M arch , w h en  there is a 
k ite  festiva l la stin g  several days, du rin g  w h ich  
th e  sky  is litera lly  d o tte d  w ith  them . S om e k ite- 
flyers boast o f  fly in g  and losin g  fifty  or  s ix ty  k ites 
in  one d ay , w h en  th e  k ite  mela is on. T he 
carn iva l over, n o t a  k ite is seen till the n ext 
season.

H in d o o  gen tlem en  take great in terest in k it e 
fighting . I t  is, h ow ever, ben eath  the E nglish  
gen tlem an ’s d ig n ity  to  in du lge  in  such  a pastim e. 
B u t th e  E n glish  b o y  gets a  lo t  o f  fu n  ou t o f  it 
w h ile  th e  season lasts.
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SYNOPSIS.— (C h a pters  I—VIII.)
At tbe outbreak of the Boer War. three young men, Geoff 

and Bernard (generally known as “  Bnnny Bigby, and Guy 
Bunsen, formerly school-fellows together in England, find 
themselves obliged to leave Johannesburg. However, Bunsen 
shams ill, and remains behind. Geoff and Bunny, after an 
eiciting journey, arrive, with their mother, at Maritzburg. 
heaving Mrs. Bigby here, they go to the front on their own 
account as scouts. Coming into contact with the Boers, 
Geoff escapes but Buuny is captured. Having broken the 
had news to his mother, Geoff goes down to meet his brother 
Hugh at Durban-. They read in a Boer newspaper that 
Buuny is a prisoner at Pretoria; Geoff thinks of a plan to 
rescue him and one Jack Rosenthal, a friend, who is also in 
gaol there, which is that he should pose as a Boer, and Hugh 
•s&n English officer, his prisoner, whom he is escorting to 
Pretoria, Thus disguised they set out, meeting with several 
adventures en route, each of their borseB being commandeered 
'“ ‘ "n . At length, shortly after leaving Harrismith, Geoff's
prisoner " is taken by a field cornet, whilBt he himself is 

ordered to rejoin his “  commando ” with all speed.

C H A P T E R  I X .“ a var ’s  w a r .”
When G eoff realised th at he m ight as w ell pur

sue the wind as a ttem pt to  overtake that officious 
eld comet and his p risoner b y  running a fter  them  

on ôot! I"- sat dow n b y  th e  roadside and  fa irly  
groaned. H ugh w ou ld  find n o  im m ediate  opp or- 
uuity to shake o ff h is e s c o r t ; they w ou ld  com e 

“ P presently w ith  the b o d y  o f  B oers w h ich  form ed  
® comet’s little  com m ando, and then it w ou ld  be 

ate. He was gon e ; an d  H eaven  o n ly  k n ew  
at would be done w ith  h im , and w here he w ou ld
^ prisoned , and h o w  he was ever to  b e  fou n d  

again.Vol.ihi. -17

“  H e i r e s s  an d  senseless id io t  that I am ,” G e o ff  
groaned . “  I  h ave  lost b o th  H u gh  an d  B un n y b y  
m y  b lu n derin g . W h y  w as I  ever born  on ly  to  be  
such  a  hopeless fa ilu re  in every th in g  I  u n d er
tak e  1 ”

“  O n e  requires m u ch  qu ick er  w it than I  have in  
ord er  to  g et on ,” he reflected , sad ly  ; and p re 
sen tly  : “ I f  on ly  I  had had  the presence o f  m in d  
to  sh oot the rascal stra ight aw ay, instead o f  
w eak ly  a llow in g  H u g h  to  b e  carried  o ff  b y  a  
lan tern -jaw ed  field cornet, ju s t  becau se  h e  sh ou ted  
at m e like a  sch oolm aster at a  n augh ty  sch oo lb oy  ! 
O h !  . . .”

G eo ff g rou n d  his teeth , and im agined  a  thousand 
unspoken  m aled iction s upon  the head o f  the fie ld  
cornet. T h e  on ly  con so lin g  th ou g h t was th at 
H u g h  carried  a  revolver. I t  m ig h t p ossib ly  strike 
h im , b e fore  i t  was to o  late, th at b o th  h e  and G e o ff  
had beh aved  lik e  u nspeakably  senseless beings in 
sparin g  th e  fie ld  corn et and a llow in g  h im  to  ride 
of! w ith  H u g h  in to w — a k in d  o f  ca p tive  bear, w ith  
a  r in g  th rou gh  h is nose, five tim es as stron g  as h is 
keeper, i f  he o n ly  kn ew  it  an d  possessed th e  
sense to  exert h is strength  and  free h im self from  
ca p tiv ity  !

T h e  m ore  G e o ff reflected  th e  greater grew  h is 
depression  an d  his in d ign ation  against h im self fo r  
los in g  tbe  gam e by  sheer in com p eten t play.
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“  I  d on ’t  deserve to  w in ,” was the u pshot o f  his 
reflections, “  because I ’m an ass ! ”

P resen tly  w hen  he had arrived  a t  th is con clu sion  
Geoflf lay  d ow n  in the shade to  th in k  w hat was to  
b e  d o n e  in  ord er to  m ak e th e  best o f  an ex trem ely  
bad  an d  m ism anaged jo b . A n d  he had ju s t  beg u n  
to  d ose  in  h is w eariness and m isery  w hen  the 
cla tter o f  a  horse ga llop in g  u p  th e  road  aw ok e 
h im , and  he started to  h is fe e t  im agin in g  he k n ew  
n ot w hat new  disasters.

B u t F ortu ne was k in der than  h e  t h o u g h t ; fo r  a 
ch eery  vo ice  sang o u t h is nam e, and  H u g h  cam e 
tearing  up the h ill, r id in g  as th ou gh  all th e  legions 
o f  ev il were a t h is h orse ’s  heels.

“ J u m p  u p  b eh in d  m e, o ld  m an ,” he cried , p u ll
in g  u p  fo r  an instant. “  I ’ ll tell you  all a b ou t it  
as w e go. I  daresay n o  one w ill be a fter  u s ; b u t  
it's ju s t  as w ell to  b e  on  th e  safe side .”

In  sp ite  o f  th e  jo y  o f  his heart and th e  intense 
re lie f that flooded  over  h is sp irit u p on  seein g  
H u g h  safe an d  free, G e o ff fe lt  asham ed o f  h im self 
fo r  h is  late despon den cy . I t  seem ed lik e  a m is
tru stin g  o f  h is b roth er ’s acuteness as w ell as a 
k in d  o f  n on -fa ith  in th e  P rov iden ce  u pon  w hich  
G e o ff steadfastly  relied.

“ I  m igh t have k n ow n  y o u  w ou ld  w ork  it  all 
r igh t,”  he said, as he vau lted  u p  beh in d  H u gh . 
“  I ’v e  been an aw fu l fo o l, o ld  m an ; had  th e  b la ck - 
hum p bad ly . I  th ou g h t y o u ’d  gone, an d  th at I  
o u g h t to  h ave banged  o ff a t th a t ch ap .”

“ N o ;  y o u  w ere r igh t n o t to . T h e 's o u n d  o f 
sh ootin g  m ig h t have b rou gh t u p  those o th er fe l 
low s. B esides, I  th ou gh t I  cou ld  m anage w ith ou t 
— an d , you  see, I h ave .”

“  W ell, te ll m e h ow  you  d id  it. I 'l l  k eep  a  look  
o u t b eh in d  to  see i f  w e’re fo llo w e d  w h ile  you  go  
on  w ith  y o u r  story .”

“  Y o u  rem em ber th a t rock y  path  over th e  to p  o f  
th a t b ig  k o p je  ov erlook in g  th e  ravine dow n  to  the 
C orneliu s R iv e r  a b o u t tw o  m iles from  w h ere  you  
w a ite d ?  Y o u  k n ow , ju s t  w here I  said i f  the horse 
s lipped  on e m ig h t have a  nasty  header d ow n  the 
p recip ice  ? W ell, th e  corn et ch ap  m ade m e g c  on 
ah ead  there, w h ich  w as ju s t  w h at I  w an ted , fo r  it 
fe ll o u t w ith  th e  p re tty  little  p lan I  h ad  m ade for  
h im . I  rod e  on  ahead, as per in s tru ctio n s ; b u t  I  
w en t faster than h e  lik ed  to  fo llow , and  he sh ou ted  
at m e  in D u tch . I  suppose he w as te llin g  m e not 
to  b e  a darn ed  foo l, b u t  ride lik e  a sensible person  
ov e r  such a  break n eck  place. I  was sprin tin g  for 
a  w id er  p lace  I  saw  ahead  o f  m e ; an d  w h en  I  
cam e to  th is I  su dden ly  tu rn ed  m y  horse righ t 
rou n d  an d  dashed b ack  again  up  th e  pass to  
m eet h im . H e  w as then  o n ly  five yards aw ay 
at m ost, an d  he hadn ’t t im e  to  g e t  h is rifle 
u p  at m e— it h un g on h is back  b y  a  strap—  
th ou gh  I  saw  h im  grabb in g  fo r  it. W ell, here 
I  am .”

“ I  see,” said  G e o f f ;  “ y o u  took  the insuk 
p osition , and th ere  w asn ’t room  for tw o.” .

“  H is  fo o l o f  a  horse d id  th e  trick  ; it put it$ 
h ead  dow n , an d  tr ied  to  tu rn  and b o lt out of 
ou r  w ay. H e ’d  have gon e ov e r  th e  edge anyhow 
w ith o u t th e  b it  o f  a  sh ove  w e gave them ia 
passing, fo r  h is  horse ’s h in d  legs w ere over the 
ed g e  a lready  w h en  w e  cam e up. H e  made a 
g ra b  at m y  b r id le  as w e w en t b y , b u t he missed 
it . I ’m sorry  fo r  th e  fe llow , b u t  w ar’s war. If 
a n y b o d y  w an ts h im  th ey ’ll h ave  to  look  about a 
th ou san d  fee t dow n . H e  w as dead  long  before lie 
got there.”

“  P o o r  ch ap  ! Y es , w ar’s  war. Perhaps he'd 
h ave  d ied  a n y h ow  b e fo re  it ’s f in is h e d ; still, its a 
b e a stly  end, even  fo r  a  rascally , thieving field 
corn et. I  su ppose y o u ’re a fra id  h is men may 
co m e  b ack  to  lo o k  fo r  h im  ? . I  d on ’t think they’ll 
g o  far. I f  he d oesn ’ t turn u p  I  sh ou ldn ’t wendet 
i f  th e y  sneak b a ck  to  their farm s— they seemed a 
b it  u n w illin g  to  g o , I  th ou gh t.”

“  Shirkers, b ea ten  up at th e  last m om ent. Well, 
le t  th em  return  to  th eir farm s. T h e  more of them 
th a t d o  that, the soon er th e  w ar ’ll be  over.”

T h e  b roth ers d id  n o t k eep  u p  th eir rapid flight 
fo r  very  lon g . T h e y  co u ld  see to  a  considerable 
d istan ce  beh in d  them , and th ere w as no sign of 
p u rsu in g  F ree S taters ; so  presen tly  they pulled 
u p  and  gave  th e  h orse a rest, fo r  galloping up a 
rise  d o u b le  loaded  is breath less w ork . .

T h e  rest o f  th a t d a y  w as q u ite  eventless, and by 
th e  even in g  a  fa rm  near V rqde was reached. Here 
th e  w o m e n -fo lk — fo r , w ith  th e  excep tion  of a fe» 
Kaffirs, th ere w as n o t a  m an  a b ou t the place— 
w ere k in d ly  d isposed . T h e y  seem ed anxious to 
hear the last new s from  L a d ysm ith , and as Geoff 
w as as an x iou s to  ob lig e  th em  in  return for hos
p ita lity  rece ived , h e  gave th em  a  strictly free 
S ta te  version , p ilin g  on th e  g lo ry — as he after 
w ard s  expressed  it — on  b eh a lf o f  the Free Staten 
an d  their d o in g s  to  such an  ex ten t that he sue- 
ceed ed  in  m a k in g  all present very  proud and 
happy, an d  ready  to  d ispen se the best of every
th in g  they h ad  to  offer. G e o f f  supped  well that 
n ig h t, an d  s lep t lu xu riou sly , d o in g  in both the* 
d epartm en ts v ery  m u ch  b e tter  than his unfa- 
tu n ate  prisoner, w h o  w as lo ck e d  u p  in  the stabe 
w ith  a p la te  o f  scraps to  eat, and  a bundle of strc*
to  lie  upon.

H a d  he k n ow n  th e  d isp osition  o f  his host®# 
tow ard s h im  as w e ll as G e o ff  d id  he would ha* 
been  gratefu l fo r  even su ch  sm all m ercies as tb^ 
fo r  it  w as o n ly  a t  G e o f f ’s earnest solicitations t 
p o o r  H u g h  rece ived  an y  fo o d  at all, fo r  the worn 
w ere  fo r  le ttin g  him  starve u pon  a  crust of br®n-

“  I  m ust k eep  h im  a live , y o u  see,”  G eoff 
“  rascally  rooinek th ou gh  h e  is, fo r  I ’m respona^  
fo r  h iw , an d  have to  d e liv e r  h im  in safety at
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railway station a t S tan d erton . H e  starved  for 
three days, poor chap, a fter  N ich o lso n ’s N ek , 
trving to get back to  h is  p eop le . I  to ld  y o u  abo1.it 
Nicholson’s  N ek— th u n d er ! y o u  sh ou ld  h ave seen 
vour Free Stater fe llow s there ! T hese  E nglish 
men couldn ’t  stand u p  to  them  a t a ll— co u ld n ’t 
show a bead over th e ir  little  earth w ork s bu t it  
had a couple o f  b u lle t-h o les  fo r  eyes an d  another 
for a mouth ! Y o u r  p e o p le  can sh oot, an d  that’s a  
fa c t! ”

“ I should like to  ta k e  a  th on g  t o  h im , and le t ' 
him sup on sja m b o k sa id  a  strapp in g  B oer w ench. 
“ What do they com e b o th e r in g  arou nd  here for, 
d-awing off our best lads from  the farm s to  teach 
them wisdom ? ”

“ Ah, I expect y ou r  lad  w ou ld  rath er b e  back  at 
the farm here than w h ip p in g  E n glish m en  outside 
Ladysmith ! ” said G eoff. “ W ell, tak e  co m fo r t—  
they won’t w ant m uch  m ore  o f  it , an d  then  you r 
boy’ll come back. W h a t ’s  h is n am e ? ”

“ Jan Petersen,”  said  th e  b lu s h in g 'g ir l . “ W e  
were to be m arried a t  N e w  Y e a r— w ill he b e  back  
by then, do you  th in k  ? ”

“ Long before t h a t ! J a n  P etersen , d id  y o u  sa y ?”  
said Geoff bracingly. “  I  k n ow  h im  w e ll— I  saw  
him by L adysm ith  ! A  sp len d id  fighter, b y  
thunder ! T h ey  say h e ’s to  be  the n ex t field  
cornet in p lace o f  —  in  p lace  o f  —  I  fo rg e t the 
fellow’s name------- ”

“ Van Z a a n d y g ?”  a3ked the g irl, eagerly . “ Is  
that the name ? I t  w as h e  cam e an d  fe tch ed  our 
lads away. Is he dead , then  1 ”

“ Well, I  don ’t th in k  he’s d ea d ,” said G eoff, 
feeling that one o f  th e  au d ien ce  m ig h t be in 
terested in this gen tlem an , an d  th at therefore it 
would be a p ity  to  k il l  h im  o u t r ig h t ; “  b u t he has 
done well and w ill p ro b a b ly  get a  step  very  soon .”  

“ What, a c o m m a n d a n t? ”  said  som eone, m u ch  
impressed.

“ So they say at th e  fro n t ,” said  G eoff, w agging 
his head, wisely.

Geoff was in great fo rm  th at n igh t, and w ith  a 
little encouragem ent m ig h t easily  h ave p rom oted  
the relations and fr ie n d s  o f  a ll th e  lad ies present 
to the very h ighest p os it ion s  in  th e  F ree  S tate  
army. But it grew  late , an d  h is im agin ation  w as 
allowed a rest until b rea k fa st tim e.

So successfully had h e  in gra tia ted  h im se lf in the 
a^our of his hostesses, h ow ever, th a t luxuries o f  

a 1 sorts were pressed u p o n  h im  fo r  th e  d a y ’s c o n 
sumption, and poor H u g h , a fter  a ll, h ad  h is share 
6 i f ° r G e o f f  b rou gh t a w a y  w ith  h im
a cient for h a lf a  d ozen  greed y  persons, b e in g  
e rmined that d e s tin y  sh ou ld  a ton e  to  h is 
ro er for the scu rv y  trea tm en t h e  had  m et 

at the farm .
t kflderton was reach ed  w ith ou t fu rth er adven 

e °n the fo llow in g  even in g , th e  tw o  brothers

en terin g  the tow n  in th e  orth od ox  fash ion  -H u g h  
ns th e  weary, footsore  prisoner tram ping  a lon gside 
his arm ed B oer escort, w ho addressed  h im  w itli 
scant cerem on y  w hen  in  the h earin g  o f passers-by, 
m any o f  w hom  m ock ed  and jeered  at the E n glish 
m an, ca llin g  h im  nam es and abu sin g  h im  b o th  in 
D u tch  and E nglish .

A s  H u gh  som ew h at naturally  rem arked to  his 
b roth er that even in g , d iscu ssin g  their enterprise, 
w h ich , on  the w h ole  had  prospered  ex ceed in g ly  
w ell u p  to th is p o in t, the gam e w as a m ore  am u s
in g  on e for G e o f f  than fo r  h im self.

“  I  d o n ’t k n ow  w hat i t  is th a t you  say to  m e in 
D u tch  w hen th ere are B oer chaps ab ou t,” added  
H ugh ; “  bu t I  sh ou ld  say y o u  are b e in g  darned 
ude b y  the w ay  they  seem  to  e n jo y  y ou r  rem arks.”  

“  B e a  w ise fe llow , and  don ’t in qu ire  in to  it to o  
close ly ,” G e o ff laughed ; “  becau se  w here ign oran ce 
is b liss ’ tis fo l ly  to  be  in q u is itive .”

“ A ll  right,”  said  H u g h ;  “ b u t i f  I  ever g et a  
chance I ’ll tak e  it o u t o f  som e o f  th ose  B oer 
Joh nn ies fo r  th e ir  im pertin en ce .”

“ I  can ’t en cou rage  these w ick e d , ven gefu l fe e l
ings,”  said G eoff. “  I f  I  d id  I  sh ou ld  b e  gettin g  
m y ow n  head pu nch ed  fo r  som e o f  the insu ltin g  
rem arks I  m ak e abou t you .”

“ Are they  so very in s u lt in g ? ”  asked H u gh , 
grinn ing.

“ 'Y o u  bet,”  sa id  G eoff. “  Witheriny som etim es, 
i f  on ly  you  k n ew .” ‘

“  B y  G eorge  ! I ’ll learn D u tch  then, an d  h a lf 
k ill y o u  th e  first tim e I  u nderstand  an y  o f  y ou r  
darn ed  im pertin en ce,”  laughed  H u gh . “  S o  lo o k  
out, you n g  fe ller, at the n ext seclu ded  spru it.”

C H A P T E R  X .

PRETORIA !

But seclu ded  spru its w ere d on e w ith  fo r  som e 
tim e, for w ith  th is even in g  th e  road travellin g  
ended, and the train  jo u rn e y  com m enced . A t  
S tanderton  • sta tion  th e  b roth ers realised  m ore 
a cu te ly  than  h ith erto  th at th ey  had  n o t m uch  
m ore tim e to  spend  togeth er in p lan n iu g  and  
sch em in g  fo r  the th in gs w h ich  sh ou ld  fo llo w  
H u gh ’s  im prisonm ent.

H a d  they k n ow n  it, their tim e was even  shorter 
than they su p p o s e d ;  fo r  G e o ff  ex p ected  to  a cco m 
pan y h is b ro th er  to  P retoria  ; bu t this little  p lan 
w as su d d en ly  and  cru e lly  n ip p ed  in  th e  b u d  w hen  
th e  train ran in to  th e  station . F o r  in  th e  train 
w ere o th er B ritish  prisoners from  th e  fron t, in 
ch arge o f h a lf  a  d ozen  arm ed an d  row d y  B oers, 
w h o  insisted upon  G e o ff  jo in in g  th eir party , w h ile
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H u gh  was to  b e  crow d ed  in w ith  the fo r ty  or f i fty  
u n fortu n ate B ritish ers o ccu p y in g  th e  vans sp e c i
a lly  p rov id ed  fo r  them .

G eoff, d isgu sted , an d  som ew h at con cern ed , y e t  
detertnined to  p lay  h is p a rt to  the end, was o b lig e d  
to  agree to  th is  arrangem ent.

“  I  su ppose I  shall see m y  sheep at P retoria  ? ”  
he said. “  I  h ave to  g e t  a  rece ip t fo r  h im .”

“  S h oot h im  in to  th e  van , an d  com e  in  w ith  u s ,” 
said a  h a lf-d ru n k en  B oer. “ W h o  cares w h eth er 
th ey  g ive  y o u  a  rece ip t or  n o t 1 W e ’ll g ive  y o u  a 
dozen  receipts. H a v e  y o u  any m on ey  ? ”

“ A  litt le .”
“ T h a t’s m u ch  m ore  im p ortan t. W e ll, you  ca n  

g et rum  a t th e  cou n ter there. Y o u ’re a n ew -com er, 
an d  m ay stan d  drin k s rou n d .”

G e o ff  co n tr iv ed  to  w h isper to  H u g h  a  w arn in g  
th at he sh ou ld  h in t n o th in g  a b o u t th e ir  affairs to  
h is fe llow  prisoners. H u g h  w in k ed  in  token  th a t 
he h ad  no in ten tion  o f  d o in g  so.

“  G e t  in, y o u  dead  - t o p , ” said  G e o f f  a lou d  in 
B oer E n glish  ; “ an d  d o n ’ t d ie  on  th e  way, fo r  I  
m u st have a  re ce ip t fo r  y o u .”

T hen  H u g h  squeezed  in to  the cro w d  o f  m ou rn fu l 
captives tra v e llin g  tow a rd s th e ir  w eary  haven  o f  
en forced , u ndesired  peace  ; and  to  th e  su b -a cco m 
pan im ent o f  m u ttered  curses an d  sigh s he h eard  
from  them  th e  story  o f  th e ir  m isfortu n es— it w as 
a ll on e story , fo r  th is van load  w as th e  result o f  a 
single haul b y  th e  B oers, on e o f  the resu lts o f  th e  
treacherous, w ily  ta ctics  so  su ccess fu lly  e m p loyed  
b y  the en em y d u rin g  the earlier stages o f  th e  
war.

H u gh ’s h eart b led  fo r  these p oor  fe l lo w s — brave, 
gallant, eager sold iers w h o  had  gon e  fo rth  fu ll o f  
the d e ligh t th a t a s tron g  m an feels in  th e  p rosp ect 
o f  a  g ood  fig h t and an  a n tic ip a ted  v ictory , an d  
w hose m artia l a m b ition  h ad  been  cu t  o ff  in  the 
bud , never m ore  to  b lossom  fo r t h — du rin g  th is  
war, a t least.

“  O n e h o p e d  to  g e t on  an d  d o  som eth in g  p a r 
ticular, an d  g e t  spok en  a b ou t an d  p rom oted ,”  sa id  
a  y ou n g  fellow ' d ism ally , “  an d  th is  is the en d  
o f it— oh, curse th e  b a d  lu ck  o f  the w h o le  business, 
and the v illa in ou s w iliness o f  these in fern a l B oer 
sn e a k s ! ”

“  I t  w o u ld  m ake a  fe llo w  b lo w  h is  brains ou t, 
i f  th ey  h ad n ’t  taken  on e ’s w eapon s a w a y ,”  sa id  
another.

“ A n d  i f  on e  d id n ’t a lw ays fee l th ere was ju s t  a 
fa in t ch ance o f  escap in g , som eh ow  1 ”  said  a  th ird , 
m ore sanguine.

T hen  som eon e ask ed  H u g h  h ow  h e  had c o n 
trived  to  g e t  h im se lf cau ght, an d  H u gh , fe e lin g  
th at h ow ev er  perm issib le  an d  even  la u d a b le  it  
m igh t be  t o  d ece iv e  th e  en em y, i t  w as n ot q u ite  
p leasant to  lie  t o  on e ’s o w n  p eop le , steered  as 
close  to  th e  tru th  as h e  co u ld  m anage, con tr iv in g

to  co n v e y  the desired  im pression  w ith ou t actually 
m ak in g  a  fa lse sta tem en t. O f  course, this mayb, 
ca lled  p revarication , b u t  as G e o f f  had very elo
q u en tly  ob served  earlier in  th e  day, or yesterdaj 
“  W a r ’s w ar.” S o  H u g h  ex p la in ed  that his cap! 
ture h ad  been  effected  a fte r  N ich olson ’s Nek, 
w h ich  w as p e r fe c t ly  t r u e ; a n d  that it had been
effected  b y  a field  corn et an d  a  b o d y  o f  Hoers_all
o f  w h ich  was scru p u lou sly  veraciou s as far as it 
w e n t ; and , a fter  a ll, it  m a y  fa ir ly  be  left in the 
h an ds o f  a  m an situ ated  as H u g h  was to decide 
fo r  h im se lf h ow  fa r  he n eed  g o  in  the telling 
o f  a  story , an d  w h ere  it  m ay  be expedient to 
stop.

A s  fo r  G eoff, b e in g  am on g  dnem ies and there
fo re  u n der n o  con scien tiou s  restriction s as to tell
in g  th e  truth , he d id  n ot te ll it , o r  anything like 
it. In d eed , he rom an ced  very  freely  indeed, and 
e n jo y e d  h im se lf am azingly  in  th e  process.

M ore o v e r  th e  B oers  fou n d  h im  a very enter
ta in in g  com p a n ion  ; fo r  G e o ff  was the best of 
m im ics , and d e lig h te d  h is  au d ieu ce  with very 
e x ce lle n t im ita tion s  o f  som e o f  the national 
ce le b r it ie s— su ch  as th e  p residen t himself-a 
represen tation  fo r  w h ich  G e o ff  w as greatly re
n o w n e d  in  J oh a n n esb u rg— th e  great Cronje,and 
others,

“ W h ere  d o  y o u  h a il f r o m ? ”  asked one of the 
B oers in  th e  carriage ; “  I  seem  to  have seen yon 
som ew h ere— y o u ’re n ot a  farm er, I  can see by 
y o u r  hands, and  y o u  speak  lik e  a  town-liver, 
to o .”

" T e l l  m e w here y o u ’v e ,b e e n , and perhaps I 
shall b e  ab le  to  te ll you  w h ere  you  saw me,” said 
G eoff, n ow  ta k in g  p articu lar n otice  o f  the man. 
S u d d en ly  h e  recogn ised  h im  and sta rted ; it was 
th e  fe llo w  w ith  th e  scarred  fa ce  w ith  whom be 
h ad  qu arrelled  at a  w ayside  sta tion  on the way 
fro m  J oh a n n esbu rg . T h e  m an, to  G e o ff s vexation, 
ob served  h im  start.

“ W h a t, y o u  recogn ise  m e ' t o o ? ” he sail 
“ W h ere  d id  w e m e e t ? ”

“  A t  Joh an n esbu rg , w asn ’ t it ?  A re n ’t you Karl 
V a n  B a den , on e o f  the c ity  p o l i c e ? ”  said Geoff, 
tem porisin g .

“ N o t  I — I ’m a farm er, th an k  H e a v e n ! ” laughed 
the m an. “  W h e n  th is cu rsed  w ar is over I 
b a ck  to  m y  fa rm  ; I  ’ ve b een  in Johannesburg,! 
m a y  have seen y o u  there. I  seem  to  know your 
fa ce , as I  say, it ’s m ore  lik e  an  Englishman’s fat* 
than  a  B oer ’s ; th a t  com es o f  liv in g  among the 
O u tlan ders , n o  d o u b t .”

“  N o  d o u b t ; I  s it  and  w rite  at a  bank all dâ  
y o u  see, am on g  E n g lish  clerk s, and, being a bit» 
a  m im ic, I  su p p ose  I ’ve  p ick ed  u p  som e of tbe* 
w ays an d  lo o k s— lo o k  here, here ’s an English®*” 
to  th e  life , a  rich  O u tla n d er  reading the Dot 
p a p er  a fter  J a m eson ’s ra id .” G eo ff assumed *
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ridiculous expression an d  pose that ev ok ed  roars 
of laughter, thus ch angin g  th e  su b ject, w h ich  was 
an awkward one for  h im , and presently , fe ign ing  
sleepiness, he. d o se d  his eyes and screw ed up his 
face in pretended slum ber. G eoff w ished  to  th ink 
awhile, and was som ew hat w eary o f  th e  strain o f  
entertaining his fe llow  passengers. I t  w ou ld  have 
been awkward if the scarred  fe llow  had  recognised 
him, and the shock  o f  h is presence had  som ew hat 
disturbed him. G e o ff fe lt  that he m u st keep o u t 
of the fellow’s w ay as m u ch  as possib le, lest he 
should suddenly rem em ber and  suspect.

“ Yet he cou ld  scarcely  d o  that,”  he reflected ; 
“ for the last th ing in the w orld  th at he w ou ld  be  
likely to suspect w ou ld  be that a  Joh ann esbu rg  
refugee should be retu rn in g  to  P retoria  as a 
r oer> ai'd actually dep ositin g  a  B ritish  prisoner 

quad.”
This phenom enon w ou ld  u n d ou b ted ly  present 

unfathomable difficu lties to  anyone in th e  position  
°f the scarred gentlem an, shou ld  he be  in clin ed  to  
connect Geoff w ith the “ d ifficu lt” E n glish  refugee 
ut that wayside station . W h en  a t early  m orn in g  

e bain stopped ou ts id e  Joh ann esbu rg , en route 
G f retoi‘a’ gazed  in the d irect ion  o f h is 

° borne, longing to  k n ow  h ow  it  fared  w ith  a 
er, ,ln Boer m aiden o f  w hom  he had  heard 
0 mg Si u ce t jje  o u t b r e a k  0f  th e  w ar. A s a 

jlia Jer fact, V esta  had w ritten  to  h im , a ccord - 
n8 oher promise, b u t letters addressed from  th e

B oer cities  to  persons in N atal and  C ape C o lo n y  
to o k  a  very  lon g  tim e  to  reach  th eir destination  
a t th is period , and som etim es never reached it 
at all.

I f  circum stances h ad  p erm itted  o f  h is rid in g  
instead o f  travellin g  b y  train, G e o ff w ou ld  have 
con trived  a  v isit to  h is fa ir la d y  ; b u t th is m ight 
have been  a  dangerous th in g , an d  it w as ju s t  as 
w ell fo r  all parties th at m atters h ad  shaped th em 
selves d ifferently. ’

H o w  th e  p lace rem inded  h im  o f  th a t crow ded  
a ftern oon  o f  the fligh t from  J o h a n n e sb u rg ! T h at 
had  been  a  m em orable  day  in deed , m em orable  for 
its ow n h istorical associations, b u t  m ost m em or
ab le  in  h is m ind  fo r  the sh ort b u t delightfu l 
con versation  w ith  V esta . T h a t con versation  had  
set h is heart at rest fo r  ever, n oth in g  co u ld  ever 
be qu ite  the sam e again  since that litt le  in ter
change o f id e a s ; fo r  a  b r ig h t ray  o f  ligh t had  
illum inated  his days sin ce  th at hour, an d  m u st 
fo r  ever illum inate th em  n o w  that V esta  had 
prom ised to  lov e  h im  and b e  true to  him .

(i W hen  shall I  see h er again , I  w o n d e r !”  th ou gh t 
G eo ff som ew hat sadly , as the train  steam ed ou t o f  
the ju n ction . “  N o t  till the w ar’s over, I  suppose,
unless-------” T h at w ord  unless open ed  the d o o r  to
a w hole train o f  thoughts, th ou gh ts  so absorbing 
an d— presu m bly— so ex c it in g  th at G eo ff lay. b ack  
w ith  flushed face, tu rn in g  them  over  and over and  
en deavouring  to  shape them  to  h is satisfaction.
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“ B y  J o v e ! ”  he m u ttered  at len gth , “ it really
isn :t a  bad  idea  ; th e  on ly  th in g  is------- ”

A n d  on ce  m ore  G e o ff ’s th ou ghts w en t o f f  at fu ll 
cry , lik e  a p a ck  o f  h oun ds in pursu it o f  th e  n im ble  
fox . T h e  u p sh ot o f  those th ou gh ts w ill appear 
presen tly  in  d u e  o r d e r ; a ll that m ay  n ow  be  
k n ow n  o f  th em  is th at th ey  seem ed to  p lease th e ir  
au th or m ig h tily , so m u ch  so, th at on e o f  h is  fe llo w  
travellers a w ok e  and asked h im  “ w h y  in  th u nder 
he w as ca ck lin g  and  lau gh in g  to  h im self in  such a  
m anner as to  shake th e  carriage an d  preven t 
oth ers from  s le e p in g ? ”

G e o ff  a p olog ised  and  exp la ined  th at h e  h ad  been  
th in k in g  o f  som eth in g  fu n ny , w h ich  in d eed  was 
th e  case. -

P retoria  lo o k e d  w on d erfu lly  em pty  as th e  train  
a t  len gth  reach ed  the cap ita l c ity , an d  prisoners 
an d  guards tro o p e d  o u t o f  th eir carriages upon  
the p la tform  an d  m arched  th rou gh  th e  streets 
tow ards th e  prison -cam p. M ost o f  th e  B oers, lik e  
G eoff, possessed a  horse, b u t som e had  been re 
d u ced  b y  th e  operations o f  w ar to  th e  status o f  
foot-so ld iers .

“ W h a t becom es o f  us w hen w e’ ve lan ded  ou r  
prisoners ? ”  asked  G e o ff o f  on e  o f  h is com panions.

“  W e  g iv e  them  u p  and then g o  b a ck  to  the 
fron t,”  said th e  Boer, “  T h at is, w e  .are supposed  
to , b u t  w e are n ot such foo ls , m ost o f  us, as to  
return im m ed ia te ly  w ith ou t first lo o k in g  up  ou r  
fr ien ds and  relations. I  live  at P otch efstroom , for  
instance, and it  isn ’t lik e ly  I ’m  g o in g  b a ck  w ith ou t 
h av in g  a  lo o k  a t m y  farm  and the m issus an d  so 
o n .”

“ N a tu ra lly ,” said G eoff. “ I ’m  s ick  en ough  o f  
the w ar, I  sh ou ld  lik e  to  stay  aw ay a ltogeth er.”  

“ A h , th ey  w on ’t  le t  you  d o  th at, m y  son ,”  
lau gh ed  the B oer, “  unless y o u  can persuade them  
to  tak e  y o u  on  at one o f  th e  forts  or  prisons here 
a t  P retoria . I f  y o u  w an t that or  a n yth in g  else 
o u t o f  the au th orities , though , you ’d  b etter  b e  p re 
pared fo r  d isappoin tm en t, fo r  everyon e seem s to  
be in the k in d  o f h um our th a t w hatever you  ask 
him  for  he’d  rather g ive  y o u  the opposite . A h , 
th a t’s the prison -cam p, I  e x p e c t ! L o o k  at the 
lon g  sheds w ith in  the h igh  palings ; I ’m to ld  these 
are n ick n am ed  1 L ad ysm ith  S treet,’ ‘ K im b e r le y  
S treet,’ and  ‘  M a fek in g  S treet.’ S om e o f  them  are 
p re tty  fu ll o f  r e d n e ck s ; we h ave ov e r  tw o  
th ou san d  o f  th e  dogs  under lo ck  a n d  k ey .”  

G e o ff gazed  w ith  th e  greatest in terest a t the 
sheds and  th e ir  su rrou nding  defences. S o  fa r as 
he cou ld  see, there sh ou ld  n ot be  m u ch  d ifficu lty  
a b o u t g ettin g  o u t o f  such prison s as these. D o u b t 
less the B oers trusted  to  the practical im p oss ib ility  
o f  a  m an in  u n iform  escaping from  th e  c ity  and  
afterw ards to  the fron tier, even  th ou gh  he sh ou ld  
h ave co n tr iv ed  to  elu de th e  v ig ilan ce  o f  h is guards 
and  scale th e  ou ter w alls o f  the prison.

C H A P T E R  XT.

BUNNY MAKfiS A DASH.

And now, having  b rou gh t the tw o  elder brothi 
in  sa fety  t o  P retoria , it  is tim e  th at poor 
sh ou ld  have his share of a tten tion .

W e  le ft  h im , i t  m ay be  rem em bered, in an 
extrem ely  u n com forta b le  p osition , hanging on, 
b u ll-d og  lik e , to  th e  w aist o f  h is burly captor 
w h o  u tter ly  refused  to  be  p u lled  from  his saddle, 
and, h o ld in g  on  to  h is h orse ’s m ane w ith  one hand, 
fo u g h t lik e  a  dem on  w ith  th e  other to release 
h im se lf fr o m  B un n y ’s grip . B u n n y  knew how to 
co llar, as m a n y  an op p osin g  three-quarter had 
been  aw are in  the o ld  d ays at Cubberley. Bat 
th ere are d ifferen ces b etw een  co lla rin g  a mounted 
m an  and seizin g  th e  n im ble  an d  dodging three- 
quarter w h o  stands upon  h is  ow n  feet—until 
y o u  k n o ck  h im  o ff  them . M oreover , Bunny had 
happened  u p on  a  v ery  stu rdy  B oer, which was bad 
lu ck  fo r  h im .

“  L e t  g o , y o u  m ad redn eck  b u ll-d o g  ! ” cried the 
B oer, an grily , “  or I ’ll sm ash y o u r  k op  with my 
rifle-butt.”

“  L e t  g o  you rself, o r  I ’ ll pu ll you  in seven! 
p ieces ! I  sw ear I’ll have y o u  off,”  Bunny shouted 
back .

T hen  th e  tw o  con tin u ed  th e ir  struggle silently, 
b oth  d o in g  their u tm ost. T h e  B oer tried to get 
at h is rifle, in  order to  ja b  a t  B un n y ’s head with 
the bu tt, b u t  B u n n y ’s arm s w ere  round the strap 
and  he co u ld n ’t m o v e  it. P resen tly  B unny dragged 
his le g  from  over th e  horse ’s -back. H e  had, at the 
ou tset, co n tr iv ed  to  th row  h is le ft  le g  over behind 
the B oer ; b u t n ow , g ettin g  h is  fee t against the 
lib s  o f  th e  anim al, he ob ta in ed  a tremendous pnr- 
chase fo r  pu llin g.

T here  co u ld  b e  b u t  on e resu lt to  this more 
T he B oer m u st certa in ly  co m e  over, but Bunny 
m ust ju s t  as certa in ly  com e w ith  h im , and would, 
p robab ly , h ave the severer fa ll o f  the two.

S o  it happened .
T h e  B oer  fe lt in a  m om en t th at the strain o( 

B u n n y ’s tu gs  had su dden ly  an d  tremendously in
creased. H e  m ade fra n tic  efforts to  retain his 
seat. H e  d rop p ed  the rifle, and clung to the 
horse ’s n eck  w ith  b o th  arm s. H e  gasped, he 
sw ore, he struggled . B u t it  w as o f  no avail. The 
frigh ten ed  beast, n ow  d o u b ly  alarm ed by the rush 
o f  ga llop in g  h oofs  beh in d  it — for  the other home 
was in  fu ll pu rsu it— pu t on  speed  every moment, 
and, in sp ite  o f  its  d ou b le  bu rden , went like the 
w in d . , ,

S u d d e n ly  the B oer, w ith  a  lou d  curse, realise® 
that he w as w orsted , and le t go.

I t  was a  bad  fa ll fo r  both . B u n n y  was under 
neath, an d  struck  h is head so  v iolently afP1®- 
the s ton y  grou n d  that, th ou g h  he autom atic?
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ta:netl the trem endous grip  lie  had taken  o f  his 
man and rolled over tw o  o r  three tim es w ith  h im , 
be knew nothing abou t the m atter.

As for the B oer, he, too , lay  qu iet fo r  aw hile, 
dazed by the fall. T h e  tw o  horses, a fter g a llop in g  
straight on for a  h u n d red  yards or  m ore, w h eeled  
round, and presently su b sided  in to  a tro t , com in g  
close up to the fa llen  hum ans, an d  tro ttin g  tw o  
or three times in a c irc le  a b ou t them , h eads u p  
and tails outstretched, con cern ed  and in q u isitive . 
Then seeing that th e  m en  m a d e  no m ovem en t, 
they drew up, and q u ie tly  began  to  graze, th e ir  
bridles falling a b ou t th e ir  ears in  an u n co m fo rt
able manner, and  th reaten in g  t o  trip  th em  u p  as 
they walked abou t in  search  o f  fo o d .

The Boer was the first t o  recover h is  senses. 
He sat up, and look ed  a b o u t in  a  dazed  fash ion .

“ A lm a ch tig !” he m u ttered . “ W h a t has h ap 
pened, and w h y sits a  ton  o f  lead  upon m y  k o p  ? ” 

His eye rested upon  B u n n y ’s u ncon sciou s  form , 
•whence it travelled  to  th e  horses qu ietly  grazin g  
close at hand.

“ Aha! ”  he said. “  I  remember.”

U.W4CBTIO! WHAT HAS HAPPENED, AND V7DT CITS A TON OP LEAD UPON MY H O P ?’*

H e raised h im se lf stiffly to  h is feet, i i is  horse 
lifted  its head and  n eighed  h im  a w e lco m e —or, 
perhaps, its con gra tu la tion s  u p on  h is  recovery .

“  G o o d  beast,” h e  m uttered. “  A n d  P iet’s beast, 
too . W h en ce  cam e she then, and  w here is P iet ? 
A s  fo r  y ou ,” he con tin u ed , tu rn in g  B u n n y  over 
w ith  h is foo t , “ y o u  seem  to  b e  cook ed , and  serve 
y o u  r igh t fo r  y o u r  s illy  trick . Y o u  m ig h t have 
d on e  fo r  m e as w ell, and th a t w o u ld  have been 
a p ity .”

B u n n y  gave a  groan a t-th is  p o in t, and the B oer 
lo o k e d  keen ly  in  h is face.

“ A liv e , are y o u ? ”  h e  m uttered. “ T hen, with" 
a polog ies, I  w ill take precautions, fo r  you  are a 
verdomt aw k w ard  custom er, th ou gh  y o u  seem 
b u t  a  lad .” W ith  w h ich  w ords th e  B oer de liber
a te ly  to o k  o f f  the leather b e lt  from  B u n n y ’s w aist, 
and, u sing it  as a  strap, con tr iv ed  to  fasten  his 
w rists very  t ig h t ly  together. ■

“ N o w  w e shall be  all com fortab le ,” h e  m u ttered .
A n d , ju d g in g  rig h tly  that B u n n y  w ou ld  n ot be  

su fficien tly  recovered  to  g et u p  an d  run aw ay for  
som e litt le  w h ile , h e  w alk ed  b a ck  tow ard s the 
k o p je  w h ich  h ad  been  the scen e  o f  B unny ’s 
sudden  attack  upon  h im , a  g o o d  m ile  back  along 
th e  road.

H ere , h id in g  beh in d  a  rock , and  w a tch in g  G eoff’s 
retreating figure, h a lf a  m ile aw ay, h e  cam e upon

h is com pan ion , cursing, 
and  sw earing, and  w ish
ing to  H ea ven  he had h is 
rifle.

“ T h u n d e r ! ”  excla im ed  
the other, “ and  m ine is 
nearly  b e n t d ou b le  w ith  
m y fa ll, o r  w e cou ld  have 
had h im  n ice ly  before  he 
gets to  th at corner beh ind  
th ere.”

G eoff, a fter w a itin g  a 
w h ile  in  case B un n y 
sh ou ld  a fter a ll have g o t  
the b e tter  o f  h is m an and 
escaped, in  w h ich  case he 
w ou ld  q u ick ly  return to  
th is  p lace, had clim bed  to  
th e  h igh est sp ot he cou ld  
find an d  gazed  thence in 
th e  d irection  taken by  the 
ga llop in g  horses, on e o f  
w h ich  carried  b o th  B oer 
and B un n y,

F r o m  t h i s  p o i n t  h e  
cou ld  see far ov er  th e  
p lain  ben eath , bu t u n for
tu n ately  th e  exact p lace 
in w h ich  b o t h  B unny 
and th e  B oer  lay  at that

2'H
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m om en t u n con sciou s, was h idden  b y  a  sh ou lder 
o f  th e  h ill, and  it d id  not strik e  h im  th at both  
m en and horses m igh t be  con grega ted  a t th is spot. 
C on clu d in g , very  sad ly , th a t B u n n y  had  been 
carried  aw ay b y  th is  tim e fa r  ou t o f  sigh t, and 
th at it  w o u ld  be foo lish  to  a ttem p t pu rsu it on  
fo o t , h e  had  d e je c te d ly  tu rn ed  his steps tow ards 
L ad ysm ith , and  had presen tly  retu rn ed  h om e to  
m ake those d isposition s  fo r  th e  recovery  o f  B un n y 
o f  w h ich  w e k n ow  already.

T h en  the tw o  B oers retu rn ed  to  th e ir  prisoner 
an d  fou n d  him  w on d erfu lly  better, m ost d isagree
ab ly  so, from  their p o in t o f  v iew .

A s  a  m atter o f  fa ct, B unny had  recov ered  c o n 
sciousness a lm ost as soon  as h is B oer  had  d is 
appeared. H e  had aw ak ed  dazed, an d  in  m uch 
pain , to  find that h is w rists w ere tig h tly  bound  
togeth er, and that he cou ld  n o t  m ov e  h is hands to  
h is head.

G la n cin g  up, he n ow  perce ived  his ca p tor  w alk 
in g  aw ay, an d  tw o horses apparen tly  a t  h is service. 
I f  o n ly  he cou ld  m ov e  his h ands in ord er  to  m ou n t 
an d  ride on e  o f  them  ! B ut fo r  the fa c t  o f  bein g  
b o u n d  a t  th e  w rists, B u n n y  w ou ld  p ro b a b ly  have 
been  b u t se m i-co n sc io u s  fo r  an h ou r  o r  m ore, 
w o n d erin g  w h at had h a ppen ed  to  h im  and w here 
he w as, an d  why his head  fe lt  lik e  a  battered  coa l
scu ttle . B u t  fin d in g  h im se lf u n ex p ected ly  tied  
up, h is b ra in  was fo rced , as it  w ere, to  act, and 
soon  B u n n y  w as w id e  en ough  aw ak e to  b e  striv in g  
h is u tm ost to  loosen  the strap . T h e  B oer had 
b u ck led  it , tu ck in g  in  the end  o f  the strap, in  and 
ou t, under th e  th ree or  fou r  th icknesses that 
en circled  h is wrist^, bu t b y  m eans o f  v io len t 
tu gg in g  w ith  his teeth , B u n n y  co n tr iv ed  to  w ork  
th e  en d  gradu ally  free. H e  ju d g e d , righ tly  
en ough , th a t the B oer  w o u ld  n ot b e  lik e ly  to  
rem ain  aw ay long, so  th a t he w ork ed  in  desperate 
haste, for  n o t on ly  m u st he be  free, m o u n t on e  o f  
th e  horses, and  b e  oflf b e fore  the return  o f  the 
fe llow , b u t  a lso he m u st secure so  g o o d  a  start as 
to  be o u t o f  range o f  h is  rifle.

S o  B u n n y  tu gged  an d  tore an d  g o t  the end o f  
th e  strap  ou t. B u t the b u ck le  w as an aw kw ard  
m atter to  n egotia te , an d  it to o k  him  m u ch  va lu ab le  
tim e to  u nfasten  it. E ven tu a lly , b y  screw in g  his 
le ft  hand rou n d  o v e r  his right, at th e  w rist, he 
b ro u g h t u p  re in forcem ents to  assist the m ain 
arm y, w h ich  was h is fro n t  teeth , and w ith  th e  a id  
o f  h is m id d le  finger h e  con trived  to  g e t  th e  b u ck le  
undon e. B u t b y  th is tim e h e  cou ld  see h is m an 
return ing, w ith  an oth er, in th e  d istance, and the 
strap  m u st still be  u n w ou n d , and a  horse cau gh t 
an d  m ou n ted , and, to  be fa ir ly  sa fe  from  rifle 
b u llets , h a lf a  m ile o f  v e ld t p u t betw een  h im  and 
h is enem ies.

H a lf  a  m inu te n ow  sufficed to  fre e  his hands 
a ltogeth er o f  the s tra p — all o f  w h ich  was d on e  in

a recu m ben t posture, lest the B oer should su5n#fi 
and hurry b ack  to  preven t h is designs. !

T hen , a free  m an, B u n n y  su dden ly  leapt to 
feet. T h is  w as a dan gerous m om ent, for lie 
easily  b e  sh ot, lie k n ew , w h ile  m ounting or btl^ 
B u n n y  d id  n o t k n o w  that on e  o f  these good Bom 
had lost h is rifle to  G eoff, an d  th at the weapon 
the second  la y  w here h e  an d  h is  man had falta 
b en t and useless.

T h erefore  he p laced  a h orse betw een him anj 
th e  B oers, w h o  were n ow  a quarter o f  a mile anay 
sh ou tin g  an d  runn ing tow ards him. They haj 
ju s t  realised  h ow  m u ch  b etter their prisoner 
be  feeling, since he w as actually  engaged is 
a ttem p tin g  to  tak e  his departu re from a 
th em  w ith ou t g o in g  th rou gh  the ceremony rf 
farew ell.

L u ck ily  fo r  B unny, their sh ou tin g  engaged tk 
a tten tion  o f  th e  horses, an d  these good 1 
raised th eir heads and  co ck e d  forw ard their on 
in an in te lligen t an d  fa ith fu l endeavour to asm. 
tain  w hat w as requ ired  o f  them . Bunny 
the op p ortu n ity  to  captu re one. H e  easily caught 
a tra ilin g  b rid le  an d  ju m p e d  upon  the back of the 
nearest horse.

In  another m inu te  he had d u g  his heels into its 
sides, and w as careering a t fu ll speed up the road 
P resen tly  h e  g lan ced  back  over  his shoulder tosee 
w h at his enem ies w ere about.

T o  his g rea t relief, n e ith er o f  them  appeared to 
h ave any in ten tion  o f  u sin g  his rifle in order to 
s top  h im . O n  the con trary , th e  tw o B oers» 
to  be  qu arrelling, and  even tussling, over the ho* 
— perhaps a rgu in g  as to  w h ich  possessed the prior 
r igh t to  it.

T h e  fa ct  w as th at each cla im ed  the right One, 
som ew h at natu ra lly , becau se it  was his own horse, 
th e  oth er b ecau se  th e  prison er was his by ri| 
conquest, an d , as he argued , i f  h e  had not captured 
th e  prisoner P iet’s horse w o u ld  not have stopped, 
b u t w ou ld  h ave g on e  H ea ven  know s where over 
the veldt.

H o w  the argu m en t w ou ld  h ave ended, and which 
con ten tion  w as th eoretica lly  right, need not coo 
cern  us. N e ith e r  d id  th ese  questions couce* 
B unny. S o  fa r as w e an d  h e  are concerned t» 
argum ent en ded  w ith  a  sh ort, fierce fight betwea 
th e  B oers an d  the v ic to ry  o f  B u n n y ’s burly friend, 
w h o  q u ick ly  m ou n ted , lea v in g  behind him a to* 
very  personal rem arks fo r  h is com panion to dig# 
u n til they sh ou ld  m eet a ga in — and galloped a.w 
B un n y w ith  a ll speed.

B u n n y  led  h im  rou nd  b y  the kopje, 
an x iou s to  pass the sp ot w h ere  he and Geon 
m ade their first a tta ck  upon  their captors. 
ju s t  possib le  th at G e o f f  m ig h t have beenstun 
w ith  the fa ll, os B u n n y  h im self had been, 
there was n o  sign  o f  G eoff. T hen  Bunny,
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half a mile start, turned his horse in the d irection  
in which he believed L a d y sm ith  to  lie, fo r  Y u le ’s 
retreating force was, he kn ew , b o u n d  fo r  th e  base 
camp, and the best th in g  he cou ld  d o  w ou ld  b e  to  
make for his own people, ju s t  as, w ith ou t a d ou b t, 
Geoff had done. A t  L a d y sm ith  he w ou ld  m eet his 
brother once m ore, and th ey  w o u ld  start their 
scouting afresh. A s  fo r  the bu rly  B oer th u n derin g  
along behind him , B u n n y  sca rce ly  d e v o te d  a  
thought to him. H e  d id  n o t appear to  h ave a 
rille about him, therefore  he d id  n o t m atter. I f  he 
should happen to  have chosen  th e  better horse, and 
overtook him— w hy, there w o u ld  be  a  fight, that 
was all, and a fight upon  equal term s was a  m atter 
that never gave B un n y m u ch  an x iety .

C H A P T E R  X I I .  

the race course.

everti]ei.ess, it w ou ld  be  th e  w iser cou rse, he 
T r t0 '*^e avvay  f rom  th e  fe l lo w  if  he cou ld ,

Bunny rode as fast as he co u ld  get bis anim al 
to move.

niaintained h is lead, b e in g  a  ligh ter  
•in than his pursuer, and  the horses be in g  abou t 

d a w  ^ Ut was on  th e  sid e  o f  the B oers this 
i aht'ri ° f  ^ ° re r 'd d e n  h a lf an  hour h e  saw

a °f him, assem bled a b ou t a  farm hou se b y  the
t°l. ijj.—2a

side o f  the road , a  sm all 
com m a n d o  o f  B oer troops 
refresh ing  th em selves and  
ch attin g , som e m ou n ted , 
oth ers on  fo o t , th e ir  w ell- 
tra ined  horses stan d in g  
p a tie n tly  b eh in d  them .

B u n n y ’ s p u r s u e r  
sh ou ted  a lou d . B u n n y  
h i m s e l f  h a d  a l r e a d y  
tu rn ed  his pan tin g  horse 
o u t o f  the road  and  was 
now  careerin g  o v e r  th e  
ston y  veld t. B u t h a lf a 
dozen  fe llow s q u ick ly  fo b ' 
low ed , w h ile  a  cou p le  o f  
t h o s e  s t a n d i n g  d i s 
m ou n ted  in th e  open  
yard  sent b u lle ts  a fter 
him .

B u n n y  b e n t forw ard  
over h is  an im al’s n eck  in 
order t o  offer as sm all a 
target as possib le . H e  
p a tted  and caressed  the 
pan tin g  beast, en cou rag 
in g  it  w ith  D u tch  words. 

T he g o o d  creature respon ded  a t  on ce , m akin g  
en orm ou s efforts to  increase its pace. B u t it  was 
tired  an d  w inded , an d  w ith ou t a d o u b t  th e  fresh  
horses o f  the pu rsu in g  B oers w ou ld  soon  overtak e  
it.

B ut th e  pu rsu in g  B oers  w ere an in d o len t lot, 
and d is in clin ed , it appeared , .t o  engage in a  lon g  
race ov e r  bad  grou n d . T h ey  w an ted  to  con tin u e 
the m eal w h ose e n jo y m e n t h ad  been  b rok en  b y  
th is foo lish  race, th e re fo re  th ey  a d op ted  a  qu ick er 
m ethod  o f  b r in g in g  a b o u t th e  captu re o f  th is 
flying redn eck — th ey  fired  a  v o lle y  a fter  h im .

T w o  o f  th e  b u lle ts  fou n d  th e ir  b illet. O ne 
struck , scarcely  m ore  th a n  grazin g  it, B u n n y ’s le ft 
leg ; th e  second  h it  h is  u n fortu n ate  horse beh in d  
the shou lder, and , w ith  a  p lunge, it  fe ll head lon g , 
sen d in g  ils  rider, fo r  th e  secon d  tim e  th is day, 
turn ing som ersaults u p o n  the grass a n d  ston es 
o f  the veld t.

T his, o f  cou rse , fin ish ed  th e  race, an d  lon g  
before  B u n n y  co u ld  h a v e  rega in ed  h is fe e t  and 
m ou n ted  his h orse— w h ich  fo r  tw o  reasons cou ld  
n ot be  d o n e — he w as su rrou n d ed  an d  recaptured . 
B oth  the reasons aga in st rem ou n tin g  w ere  e x ce l
len t— th e  first w as th a t B u n n y  h im se lf was dazed 
w ith  th e  fa ll and  sat in  sm ilin g  in com preh en sion  
o f  w hat w as g o in g  on  a rou n d  h im  ; and th e  second  
that h is horse lay as dead  as last year ’s leaves close  
b y  its rider.

B un n y d id  n ot rem em ber m uch  o f  w h at fo llo w e d  
these events. H e  had  a  d im  reco llection  o f  be in g

HORSE.
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rather k in d ly  treated  b y  h is new  captors, w h o  took  
turn from  his first fr ien d  a fter  h earin g  particulars 
o f  h is  cap tu re  and escape, and brou gh t h im  to  
th e ir  cam p, w h ere  he rvas a tten ded  b y  a  B oer 
surgeon, w h o  w as k in d  and sk ilfu l, and a fterw ards 
sent on  b y  ra il to  P retoria . H is  first cap tor was 
d ispatch ed , w ith  th e  cu rt rep ly  t o  the cla im s p u t in 
b y  h im  fo r  r igh ts  over th e  prisoner, that, s in ce  he 
h ad  been  such  a  fo o l as t o  a llow  th e  m an to  escape 
on ce , he was n o t the person to  be  tru sted  w ith  
h im  a  secon d  tim e.

A t  P retoria  B u n n y  was pu t in to  the enclosure 
k n ow n  as th e  R a ce  C ourse, a  cam p h a stily  p re 
pared  ou ts id e  th e  tow n  fo r  the increasing num bers 
o f  E n g lish  prisoners a lm ost d a ily  b rou g h t in.

H e re  he passed  h is tim e in w retchedness. H e  
w as n ot treated  u n k in d ly , indeed , he m ig h t have 
c la im ed  release b y  p osin g  as a  farm er and n on 
com batan t, b u t  th at th ose  w h o  b rou gh t h im  in 
to ld  terrib le  tales o f  h is v io len ce  in the a ttem p t 
to  escape fro m  his c a p to r s ; in  con sequ ence o f  
w h ich  reports he w as n ot sent ov er  th e  borders, like 
m an y  oth er n on -com batan ts, su ch  as farm ers and 
storekeepers, w h o  had been  tak en  w hile  stan d in g  
b y  th eir p ro p e rty  in h opes th at th e  tide  o f  w ar 
m ig h t pass o v e r  and leave it intact.

A s  the days w en t b y  th e  num bers o f  prisoners 
b ro u g h t in to  L a d y sm ith  S treet rap id ly  increased. 
A  h uge con sign m en t arrived  a fter  the N ich o lso n ’s 
N ek  d isaster— a  crow d  o f  d e jected , d isheartened  
m en, w h o h ad  b ravely  resisted ca lam ity  up  to  th e  
last m om ent, an d  h ad  su ccu m bed  to  the in evitab le  
o n ly  w hen  th ere rem ained n ot a  single cartridge 
a m on g  th em  to  fire in th e  fa ce  o f  the B oer  hosts 
that su rrou nded  them .

A m o n g  these p oor fe llow s  cam e J a ck  R osentha l, 
w h om  B u n n y  k n ew  p re tty  w ell, an d  from  h im  he 
presen tly  learn ed  th e  sad story  o f  the disaster 
w h ich  had so  m ov ed  every  loy a l B ritish er and  
C o lon ia l w hen th e  new s o f  it  appeared in  th e  
E n glish  n e w sp a p e rs : a  naked, in com preh en sib le  
story , w ith ou t d eta il an d  w ith ou t exp lan ation .

“  M y  o ld  g ov ern or ’ll m ove  heaven  and  earth  to  
get m e  ou t o f  th is ,”  sa id  J a ck  R osentha l. “ H e ’ll 
p ro b a b ly  offer  o ld  P a u l a  ransom  o f  a  h u n dred  
th ou san d  p ou n ds, or  som eth in g  o f  that s o r t ; h is 
ideas a lw ays roam  to  great sum s o f  m on ey , dear 
o ld  chap, an d  he w on ’t stin t the cash to  g e t  me 
b a ck , especia lly  as I  k n o w  he believes the B oers 
are g o in g  to  h o ld  us fo r  several years ”

“  I  h ope  h e ’s w ron g  th ere , an yw ay ,”  said  B u n n y  
sigh ing. “  G rea t S c o t t ! Im ag in e  liv in g  in  th is 
p lace  fo r  tw o  years o r  m ore— w a itin g  an d  w aiting, 
a lw ays w a itin g  to  b e  released.”  .

“  W e ll, o ld  m an , if th e  g ov ern or  buys m e  o u t I ’ll 
g e t h im  to  m ak e an offer fo r  y ou , to o ,”  lau gh ed  
J a ck . “ H e  can  afford  t o  b u y  o u t th e  lo t  o f  us 
i f  h e  ch ooses to  d o  it .”

“  T hanks, I  th in k  I shall have a  shot for my^f 
b e fore  th at happens, o r  m aybe G e o ff will get ^  
ou t som ehow . D ash  i t ! w hat an id iot I was ax 
to  escape  w h en  he d i d ; that beast o f a Bo» 
stu ck  to  h is sadd le  lik e  a  lim pet to  a  rock. I ^  
I  k n ew  w h at h ad  b e co m e  o f G e o f f !  However 
he ’s th e  slyest o ld  rascal on  the fa ce  of the earth! 
and i f  an yon e can slip  th rou gh  th e  hands of a lot 
o f  B oer chaps an d  g e t  righ t aw ay, he’s the nm. 
O n ly , o f  course, h e  m ig h t h ave been  shot before 
reach ing cam p. T h a t ’s  w h at m akes m e miserable- 
I  s im p ly  p in e to  k n o w  fo r  certain  that he’s a] 
l ig h t  1 ”

“  I f  he is, w e  m ay  hear o f  h im  before long,’ 
lau gh ed  J a c k  “  H e ’s  the sort' o f  fellow  to come 
an d  fe tch  you , i f  I  k n o w  h im  ; it ’s the kind of 
en terprise h e  w o u ld  lik e  a b ove  a ll things in tie 
w orld .”

B u n n y  sh ook  h is head . “ I  d o n ’t see how it 
cou ld  b e  don e,”  h e  said , “  th ou gh  I  agree it’s the 
k in d  o f  th in g  h e  w o u ld  lo v e  t o  try. No, if he 
appears here, I ’m  a fra id  it  w ill on ly  be in the 
ch aracter o f  prison er.”  M an y a  conversation did 
B u n n y  an d  J a ck  R osen th a l e n jo y  during the days 
th at fo llo w e d  J a ck ’s arrival, a n d  the subject of 
th e ir  debates  w as a lw ays th e  sam e, the feasibility 
o r  th e  reverse o f  an a ttem p t to  escape from theit 
“ du ran ce  v ile .”

B u n n y , fo l lo w in g  th e  d icta tes o f  his own to 
ven tu resom e n atu re , w as a ll fo r  “  a  flutter,” as ht 
ca lled  it , fo r  lib erty , ig n orin g  th e  frightful risb 
in v o lv ed  in  su ch  a  p roceed in g .

“  I f  w e  co u ld  o n ly  g e t  ou,t o f  th is  place, I dont 
see w h y  th e  rest o f  th e  business shouldn't bt 
fa ir ly  easy,”  h e  con ten d ed . “  I  am  pretty good at 
ta lk in g  D u tch . Y o u  can  ta lk  a  b it , can't yout'

“ N o t  m u c h ! ”  sa id  Ja ck . “ I ’ve been far 
less in  the cou n try  th an  you  have. M y govern# 
a lw ays h ad  o n e  fo o t  in  E ngland , you  see, whik 
you rs h as a lw ays liv e d  here. W h y  1 ”

“ W e  m ig h t pass as B oers— w e couldn’t escape 
as E nglish m en  ! ”

“ M y  g ood  ch ap , I  c o u ld n ’t d o  that, I  should t< 
sp otted  at o n ce  ! ” sa id  J a ck , laughing.

“  S to p  a  b it . Y o u  co u ld  have your face bonw 
up, an d  p reten d  y o u ’d  h ad  a  b u lle t  through y® 
ja w — you  w o u ld n ’t  be  ex p e cte d  to  talk muchtb®

J a ck  R osen th a l roared  w ith  laughter.
“ U p o n  m y  w ord , th a t’s a  deuced ingemoo 

i d e a ! ”  he said . “  Y o u ’re a  b it  o f a 
B u n n y — u pon  m y  sou l y o u  a r e ! B ut what at® 
preten d in g  to  b e  B oers  in  an  English unifor® 
and an o b v io u s ly  E n g lish  su it, such as y°D 
I resp ective ly  are w earin g  l ”

“ W e  sh ou ld  th in k  o f  som e plan to overpo 
a  co u p le  o f  th e  gu ards at n igh t, and bag 
clothes. M ak e th em  d ru n k  isn ’ t a bad w  
w e’ve  g o t  m o n e y ------- ”
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Jark shook his head. .
‘•Tliey’ie too slim  for th at. W e  m ig h t o v e r 

power them sober, b u t I  d o n 't  th in k  w e’d  get 
them drunk. '

“ Well, " e  m ust s tu d y  th e  beggars ca re fu lly , and 
see what’s to  be d on e . W e  m ig h t, perhaps, buy 
them, or one, an d  g et h im  to  p ro v id e  us w ith  
clothes. There’s n o  h u rry— stu d y  th e ir  characters, 
and we may find a  w ay  o u t  y e t .”

So it remained fo r  the present, an d  J a ck  and 
Bunny set them selves to  s tu d y  th e ir  g u a rd s— w ith 
out much success a t  first, fo r  th e  o p p o rtu n itie s  o f 
doing so were rare. B u t th e ir  stu d ies  w ere brok en  
in ui>on by a n otab le  and e x c it in g  circu m stance. 
Late one afternoon, a b o u t a  w eek  o r  m ore  a fter 
Jack’s arrival, a fresh  b a tch  o f  p risoners were 
admitted.

Jack and B unny were in  th e  open  space a llo tted  
to the inmates for  exercise , w h en  th e  ga tes open ed  
and the new arrivals w ere sh ow n  in.

“ New chum s— p o o r  beggars ! ”  sa id  Ja ck . “ I 
wonder where they hail fro m , an d  h ow  th e  w ar’s 
going on ! ”

“ Not too well, t o  ju d g e  from  th e  n u m ber o f 
prisoners that co m e  in ,”  b e g a n  B u n n y .

Then he suddenly  b rok e  o f f  w ith  an exclam ation , 
his face flushed an d  his eyes b r igh ten ed .

“ Good H eavens, J a ck  ! ”  h e  m u ttered . “ L o o k

a t that tall chap, the s ix th  in the line. W h o  is 
i t ?  Who is i t ? ”

“ I  seem  to  k n ow  his fa c e -------” J a ck  began.
“  I t  is— it  is !  ”  c r ie d  B un n y , a lm ost a lou d . “  I t ’s 

m y  broth er, H u gh , Ja ck . I ’m  certa in  o f  it. Y o u  
haven ’t  seen h im  fo r  ages, nor h ave  I fo r  tw o  
y e a r s ; b u t  I  can sw ear to  h im . H o w  co u ld  he 
have g o t h e r e ? ”

“  P oor chap  ! ”  said  J a ck . “  H e  m u st h ave been  
bagged  a lm ost as soon  as h e  lan ded . W h a t gh astly  
lu ck  ! D on ’ t lo o k  as th ou g h  y o u  recogn ised  a 
friend , o r  th ey  m ay k eep  us apart.”

M eanw hile  H u g h  h im se lf w as peerin g  abou t, 
a ll eyes, m ost an x iou s to  learn w h eth er B u n n y  
was in th is enclosu re o r  another. Presently he 
caught s ig h t o f  h is b roth er, an d  a  sm ile  o f  de-. 
ligh ted  recogn ition  passed  ov er  h is  face, fo llo w e d  
q u ick ly  b y  a  w arn ing lo o k . T h en  H u gh  turned  
aw ay again .

“  H e  ex p ected  t o  see m e, and w as look in g  ou t 
fo r  m e,”  m u ttered  B u n n y , e x cited ly . “  D o  you  
th in k  it can be  part o f  som e m ysteriou s p lot, 
J a ck  1”

Jack  sh ook  h is head.
“  C o u ld n ’ t be ,”  he said. “  Y o u  can  see that h e ’s 

a  prisoner. He can ’t  g e t  us ou t a n y  m ore th an  w e 
can g et h im  ou t.”

H u gh , togeth er  w ith  th e  rest o f  the prisoners
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b rou g h t in  w ith  h im , w as g o in g  th rou gh  certa in  
form alities  a t  a ta b le , w here sat a  B o e r  o fficer 
en terin g  each  in  tu rn  in  th e  register.

L u c k ily  H u g h  rem em bered  th e  nam e b y  w h ich  
G e o ff  had  g o n e  th ro u g h o u t th e  enterprise, fo r  he 
w as asked, am on g  o th e r  questions, w h o hjid ca p 
tu red  h im , and w h ere . T o  th is  H u g h  rep lied  
“ P ieter K u y p er ,” a n d  to  the secon d  p a rt o f  th e  
qu estion  “ a fte r  N ich o lso n ’s N e k .” H e  w as th en  
ask ed  h is nam e, w h ich  he ga v e  correctly , an d  h is 
regim ent, w h ich  h e  g a v e  as the Im p eria l L ig h t  
H orse. T h is  con c lu d e d  his exam ination , and  he 
w as to ld  to  fa ll back  in to  line.

“ I 'd o n ’ t  be lieve  w e  shall see h im  to -n igh t, to  
speak  to ,”  said B tinny. “  H o w  co n fo u n d e d ly  
tanta lising , isn ’ t it  ? ”

“  N ev er  m in d , w e  shall g e t  a  chat with him 
to -m orrow ,”  rep lied  J a ck  ; “  w e m u st possess oar 
sou ls in  p a tien ce .”

B u t i f  the sudden  appearan ce  o f  H u gh  liad been 
an  ag ita tin g  ev en t to  B u n n y , som eth ing  happened 
a  m om en t la ter w h ich  was a  h un d red  times more 
am azin g ly  bew ild erin g , e x c it in g , and delightful 
F o r  as B u n n y  gazed  tow ard s th e  entrance gate at 
w h ich  sat th e  registrar, a  B o e r  entered s u d d e n ly ’ 
T h e  n ext m in u te  B u n n y  g r ip p e d  J ack ’s arm with 
v io len ce .

“  L o o k  a t h im , J a ck — lo o k  a t  th e  Boer fellow 
w h o  has ju s t  com e in — sp ea k in g  to  the manat the 
ta b le ,” he m u ttered . i!Am I  raving, man, or it 
that my brother Geoff ? ”

“ MY FAVOURITE CHARACTER IN FICTION.”
(Contributed by readers of TH E  CAPTAIN.)

JOHN HALIFAX.

O f  a ll th e  w ork s o f  fic tion  w h ich  I h ave ev er  
rea d , n o n e  p r o d u c e d  s o  d e e p  o r  lastin g  an im 
p ress ion  o n  m y m in d  as M rs, C ra ik ’s w e ll-k n ow n  
b o o k , “ J o h n  H a lifa x , G e n tle m a n ,”  a n d  I m u st 
th ere fore  c h r o n ic le  J o h n  H a lifa x  as m y  fa vou rite  
ch aracter.

I n  her b o o k  th e  a u th oress  portrays th e  life  o f  
a y o u n g  lad  ca lle d  J o h n  H a lifa x , w h o  p ick s  
u p  a  p re ca r io u s  liv e lih o o d  b y  tra m pin g  th e  
co u n try , a n d  ex ists o n  o d d  jo b s  h e re  a n d  th ere .

I n  th e  co u rse  o f  h is  w an d erin gs  h e  c o m e s  to  
N o r to n  B u ry , w h ere  o ld  F le tch e r , th e  Q u a k er , 
w h o  is a ttracted  t o  h im , e m p lo y s  h im  in  h is 
tan yard . In  the co u r s e  o f  tim e  o u r  h e ro  a n d  
P h in eas F le tch e r  (th e  so n  o f  h is  e m p lo y e r )  
b e c o m e  fast fr ien d s , “ e v e n  as D a v id  a n d  
J o n a th a n .”

J o h n  rises  s tea d ily  in  h is e m p lo y e r ’s fa v ou r, 
a n d  b y -a n d -b y e , w h e n  h e  c o m e s  o f  age , h e  m a k e s  
h im  his partner. P h in ea s , w h o  has a lw ays b e e n  
U elicate, r e co v e rs  fr o m  a seriou s  illness, a n d  
h e  a n d  J o h n  g o  t o  E n d e r le y  fo r  a ch a n g e , a n d  
th ere  it is that th e  greatest ev en t in  th e  life  
o f  J o h n  ta k es  p la ce , b e ca u se  h e  falls in  lov e . I t  
so  h a p p e n s  that th e re  is a lso  stay in g  at E n d e r le y  
a  y o u n g  la d y  a n d  h er  father. T h e  la d y  is 
U rsu la  M a rch . H e r  fa th er d ie s , a n d  J o h n  is 
a b le  to  re n d e r  h e r  a  serv ice .

S h ortly  after, J o h n  a n d  his fr ie n d  return  h o m e  
aga in , but h e  c a n n o t  fo rg e t h is lo v e  e v e n  th o u g h

h e  a n d  sh e  are in very  d ifferen t positions of 
life . H e  lo v e s  her, a n d  som etim es he be- 

■ lie v e s  h is  lo v e  is re tu rn ed , a n d  then  it is that 
h e  says to  h is fr ien d  : “  W h y  ca n n ot I go to 
h er, w ith  m y  h o n e s t  m a n jio o d — the manhood 
th at I w as b o rn  w ith— g o  t o  her, an d  tell her 
that I  lo v e  h e r ? ”  B y -a n d -b y e  h e  falls ill, and 
s e e m s  to  b e  d y in g . T h e  d o c to r s  d o  not know 
h is d isea se , b u t h is fr ie n d — h is Jonathan— does 
H e  is d y in g  o f  lo v e . J o n a th a n , to  save his 
fr ie n d ’s life , g o e s  to  U rsu la , an d  tells her that 
J o h n  is  d y in g  b e ca u se  o f  h is  lov e  o f  her, and 
b e s e e ch e s  h er, i f  sh e  lo v e s  h im , to  co m e  to him. 
U rsu la , w h o  has lo v e d  J o h n  all th e  time, goes 
to  h im .

A fte r  a t im e , in sp ite  o f  the opposition of 
U rsu la ’s rela tives, th ey  are  m arried , and then 
c o m e s  th e  story  o f  th e ir  beau tifu l married lifei 
a n d  o f  th e ir  tro u b le s  a n d  trium phs in their 
fam ily , a n d  th e n  th e  story  o f  their death. , At 

‘ th e  a g e  o f  fifty  J o h n  d ie s  su d d en ly  o f heat 
d isea se , a n d  h is fa ith fu l w ife , ly in g  dow n beside 

. th e  b o d y  o f  h er h u sb a n d , d ie s  a lso. “  In ^  
liv e s  th ey  w ere  lo v e ly  a n d  beautiful, and m 
d ea th  th ey  w ere  n o t d iv id e d .”  , ,

In  real life  th ere  are a  fe w  Joh n  Halifax S 
b u t a  very , v ery  few.

T h e  r e c o r d  m a y  b e  su m m e d  up in tj1®6 
w o rd s  : H is  life  was a ta le  o f  gentleness, and tus 
d e a th  the triu m p h  o f  a  h e r o .— J ames A nderson-



A Pennsylvanian Yarn.

B y  W . M u r r a y  G r a y d o n .
IN the grey daw n o f  a su ltry  A u g u st m orn in g , 

a barefooted  co u n try  la d  tru d g e d  s low ly  
down a grassy lan e , sh a k in g  a  w illow  sw itch  

at a herd o f  sleek ca ttle , w h o  w alked  sed a te ly  in 
front of him. A rriv in g  at th e  e n d  o f  th e  lane, th e  
rattle filed ob e d ie n tly  th rou g h  an  o p e n  gatew ay  
into a pasture field , a n d  th e  la d  put u p  th e  bars 
behind them. A s h e  tu rn e d  aw ay, a b o y  o f  h is 
own age and  size s c ra m b le d  o v e r  th e  r igh t-h an d  
fence and d rop p ed  ligh tly  in to  th e  lane.

“  Hello, D ick  B e n d e r  ! ”  c r ie d  th e  n e w -co m e r  
in a shrill voice .

“  Hefio yourself, T im  S m o l l e t ! ”  re to rte d  th e  
other. “  \\ here are y o u  g o in g — to  th e  c ircu s  ? ”  

“ N o ; folks w on ’t let m e ,”  said  T im  in  an 
aggrieved tone.

Neither will m in e ,”  re p lie d  D ick . “  I t ’s : 
aiean shame. I h a v e n ’ t b e e n  any p la c e  b u  
'oacam p-m eetin ’ in  a ll m y  li fe .”

'o u ld  you  like t o  see  a n  e lep h a n t, a n ’ z 
Tim an' m e^ e s o m e  m o re  th ings ? ”  askec

Of course I w ou ld . W h a t  d o  y o u  m ean  ? ” 
he« vi aughed m >’ster iou s ly . “  C o m e  o n  th e n ,”
hired *'  ̂ êre a ’ n t a  rn>n u te  t0 lo se . O u r  

man " a s  at th e  c ircu s , o v e r  at G ran tv ille ,

last n igh t, a n d  h e  says the storm  m a d e  th em  so 
late in  p a ck in g  u p  that th ey ’ ll h ave t o  take the 
o ld  S tate  R o a d  to  g e t  to  D o v e r  in  t im e  fo r  the 
a fte rn o o n  p e r fo rm a n ce . T h e y  d id n ’ t in te n d  to  
start u n til th ree o r  fou r  o ’c lo c k  th is  m orn in g , 
an d  i f  w e hurry a cro ss  fie ld  w e m ay  se e  th em  
g o  b y .”

“  H u rra  ! I h o p e  w e w ill,”  c r ie d  D ic k . “  It 
w ill b e  next b est t o  se e in g  th e  c ircu s  itse lf.”

H e  tu rn ed  a  h a n d sp rin g  o n  the grass, a n d  
th en  h o p p e d  o v e r  th e  fe n ce  in  pu rsu it o f  T im , 
w h o  was a lread y  m a k in g  rap id  strides a cro ss  th e  
fie ld . F iv e  m in u tes ’ ru n  fo u n d  th e  lads in fron t 
o f  th e  stiff h aw th orn  h e d g e , a n d , s cra m b lin g  
b rea th less ly  th ro u g h  a  gap , th ey  e m e rg e d  o n  
th e  h igh w ay . T h e ir  arrival w as in d e e d  tim ely , 
a n d  th e ir  hearts th r o b b e d  w ith  jo y  a n d  e x c it e 
m en t, as th ey  saw th e  caravan  b e fo re  th eir very 
eyes. T w o  b ig  e lep h a n ts  a n d  a ca m e l w ere  
n ip p in g  th e  leaves  fr o m  an o v e rh a n g in g  lo cu st 
tree, a n d  b e h in d  th e m , a lo n g  the d u sty  roa d , 
s tre tch e d  a  d o ze n  ga ily -p a in ted  vans, an d  as 
m a n y  tru ck s  lo a d e d  w ith  ca m p  e q u ip m e n ts .

B u t w h at w as th e  m atter ? T h e  p r o ce s s io n  
wras at a stan dstill, a n d  h a lf-a -dozen  m en  w ere  
g ro u p e d  a b o u t th e  nearest van , th e  u p p e r  b o a id s
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o f  w h ich  w ere  d o w n , sh ow in g  the row  o f  s len d er 
iron  bars.

A s  th e  b o y s  s to o d  b y  the h ed g e , feastin g  
th eir ey es  on  th e  u n w o n te d  sce n e , a c o rp u le n t  
little  m a n  left th e  g ro u p  a n d  ca m e  e x c ite d ly  
tow ards them .

“  W h o  ow n s  that la n d  ? ”  h e  d e m a n d e d , 
p o in tin g  to  a  corn -fie ld  that began  at the 
term in u s o f  th e  h ed g e , a  few  yards d istant.

“  I t  b e lo n g s  to  m y  fo lk s ,”  re p lie d  D ick , 
w o n d e r in g  w hat was c o m in g  n ext.

“  W e ll ,”  sa id  th e  little  m an , “  y o u ’d  b e tte r  g o  
to  th e  h o u s e  a n d  tell y o u r  d a d  to  k e e p  his 
ch ick e n s  a n d  cattle  lo c k e d  up. M y  b ig  sn ak e 
g o t  lo o s e  a  w h ile  a g o , a n d  w en t in to  th at c o r n 
fie ld  lik e  a ra ce -h o rse .”

“  A  b ig  sn ak e ! ”  e ja cu la te d  T im  a n d  D ick , 
in  o n e  breath .

“ Y e s ;  a p y th on  15ft. lon g , a n d  as ill-tem 
p ered  a  sn a k e  as ever lived . T h e  crea tu re  is 
w orth  a  h ea p  o f  m on ey . W e  le t th e  b o a rd s  
d o w n  t o  g iv e  it air, a n d  it b ro k e  o n e  o f  th e  bars 
a n d  g o t  ou t. I f  it hurts th e  c o r n  an y  I ’ ll pay  
d am ages. M y  n am e is H a n n ib a l T a rb e rry , a n d  
I ’m  th e  o w n e r  o f  th is tra ve llin g  c ir cu s  a n d  
m en agerie , a d m iss ion , fo rty  ce n ts , ch ild re n  h a lf 
p r ice . W ell, I re ck o n  it ’s ligh t e n o u g h  t o  start 
a fter th e  creatu re  n o w .”

M r. T a rb e rry  tu rn ed  a b ru p tly  aw ay, a n d  gave  
so m e  h asty  in stru ction s  to  h a lf  a  d o z e n  o f  h is 
m en . A  m o m e n t later th e  party set forth , 
carry in g  n o o s e d  ro p e s  a n d  a  b ig  n e t ; o n e  m an  
h ad  a  gu n . T h e  c ircu s  p ro p r ie to r  in v ite d  th e  
lads to  a c c o m p a n y  th e m , a n d  th ey  a c c e p te d  
w ith m in g le d  d e lig h t a n d  d rea d . T h e y  k ep t 
w ell t o  th e  rear, p re p a re d  t o  retreat at an  
instant’s n o tice .

T h e  m a rch  th rou gh  th e  co rn -fie ld  w as in 
ten se ly  thrilling. T h e  s p o o r  o f  th e  p y th o n  was 
in v iew  all th e  tim e— a b r o a d  d e p re ss io n  o n  th e  
r id ges  o f  earth . H e r e  a n d  th ere  c lu sters  o f  
c o rn  h a d  b e e n  k n o c k e d  flat, a n d  M r. T a rb e rry  
a c c o u n te d  fo r  th is o n  th e  g r o u n d  that th e  snake 
was th resh in g  his tail a b o u t fr o m  sh eer d e lig h t 
at b e in g  free.

T h e  co rn -fie ld  ca m e  to  a n  e n d , a n d  u p  
th rou g h  th e  m e a d o w  to ile d  th e  little  b a n d , 
w ith ou t ca tch in g  a  g lim p se  o f  h is sn a k esh ip . 
T h e n  th ey  w arily  c r o s s e d  th e  o rch a rd  a n d  drew  
n ear th e  h o u se . T h e  in m a tes  w ere  b liss fu lly  
ign oran t o f  w hat h a d  o c c u r r e d . M rs. B e n d e r  
was s co u r in g  m ilk  pa ils  o n  th e  b a c k  p o rch , 
a n d  th e  farm er was le a d in g  a  h orse  a c ro ss  th e  
barn yard  t o  th e  w aterin g  trou gh . A  ch e e r fu l 
m e lo d y  ca m e  from  th e  p ig -p e n , w h ere  th e  h ired  
m an  w as p ro v id in g  th e  m o rn in g  m eal.

M r. T a rb e rry  w as th e  first to  sca le  th e  
o r ch a rd  fe n ce , a n d  as h e  d r o p p e d  o n  th e  o th e r  
s id e  h e  g a v e  a y e ll th at m a d e  D ic k  a n d  T im
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ju m p  w ith fright. T h e r e  was the python in fB|| 
view , g lid in g  sw iftly  a cro ss  th e  o p e n  ground in 
th e  d ire ct io n  o f  th e  barn . T h e  sun shone on 
th e  lo n g  fat b o d y  m o ttle d  w ith  g o ld  and black, 
a n d  th e  flat, b ro w n  h ea d  was slightly  raised as 
th o u g h  h e  a lrea d y  s ce n te d  th e  b r o o d  o f fo*|s 
c lu c k in g  in th e  barn -yard .

T h e  w h ole  party  w ere  q u ick ly  over the fence, 
D ic k  a n d  T im  as ea g er  as th e  rest, and hearing 
the c o m m o t io n  in  h is rear th e  sn ak e re-doubled 

-h is  sp e e d .
“  F aster, faster, m e n ! ”  ca lle d  M r. Tarberr" 

to  h is fo llow ers , a n d  th en  at th e  to p  o f  his voice 
he sh o u te d  to  th e  farm er to  g e t  o u t o f  the wav

“  L o o k  ou t, father, th ere  cd jn e s  the snake!” 
D ic k  ch im e d  in .

B u t M r. B e n d e r , b e in g  a little  deaf, only 
stared  in a m a zem en t at the in vad in g  horde of 
strangers. A s  y e t th e  p y th on  was hidden from 
h im  b y  the barn -yard  fen ce .

A t  this in terestin g  m o m e n t  the hired man 
a n d  M rs. B e n d e r  s im u lta n eou sly  caught sight of 
th e  m on ster. T h e  w o m a n  sw ished  into the 
k itch en , w ith a  ch o ru s  o f  shrill scream s, and the 
h ired  m an fle d  fo r  h is life tow ards the corn-crib. 
T h e  snake g lid e d  o n  w ith  an  angry hiss, and 
d a rte d  th rou gh  th e  o p e n  gate in to  the barn-yard.

T h e  scen e  that fo l lo w e d  baffles descriptioa 
T h e  h orse  that M r. B e n d e r  was leading broke 
lo o s e  b y  a v ig o ro u s  je rk  that stretch ed  the farmer 
o n  h is ba ck  ; u tterin g  p ie rc in g  neighs o f fright, 
th e  an im al le a p e d  th e  fe n ce  a n d 't o r e  down the 
lan e  lik e  a  w h ir lw in d . M r. B en d er  rose up as 
th e  sn ak e c a m e  h iss in g  tovvards him , and with
o u t d e la y  h e  sp r in te d  fo r  th e  ston e  wall that 
b o u n d e d  th e  lo w e r  s id e  o f  th e  barn-yard. A  black- 
a n d -w h ite  b u ll ca lf, h e a d in g  in frantic terror in 
th e  sam e d ire c t io n , b u tted  h ea v ily  against him, 
a n d , fo r  th e  s e c o n d  tim e, th e  farm er rolled over 
in th e  straw. A g a in  h e  rose , a n d  this time he 
g a in e d  th e  w all b y  a p ro d ig io u s  leap, and 
s tra d d le d  th e  crest o f  it.

T h e  in n o ce n t  ca u se  o f  a ll th e  commotion 
c o u r s e d  sw iftly  o n , steerin g  a bee-line for the 
fr igh ten ed  fow ls . F o r  a  few  secon d s the air 
rang  w ith shrill c a c k lin g  a n d  fluttering, and the 
sn a k e  th resh ed  a ro u n d , lik e  an escaped fire
h o s e  u n d er fu ll pressu re . T h e n  the wld 
gyra tion s  s u d d e n ly  ce a se d , a n d  the reptile 
b o lt e d  th rou g h  th e  rear e n d  o f  the barn-yam, 
w ith  a  b ig  c o c k  in  h is m o u th , and vanish® 
in a  p ea ch  o rch a rd . ,

A s  the c ir c u s  p ro p r ie to r  a n d  h is men reach, 
th e  gate , M r. B e n d e r  s to o d  u p  o n  the wall am 
su rv ey ed  th em  w rath fu lly . _ B ,

“  I 'l l  h a v e  th e  law  o f  y o u  for th is ! 
sh o u te d . “ A  th o u sa n d  d o lla rs  'von ’t , 
m e  ! I ’ll lea rn  y o u  to  turn a  varm int like 
lo o s e  on  m y  fa rm .”
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THERE WAS THE PYTHON IN 
FULL YIEW1 GLIDING SW IFTLY 

ACROSS THE OPEN GROUND.

Mr. T arberry s to p p e d  short, a n d  g a zed  ru e
fully at the angry m an .

“ It w on’t pay  to  k e e p  u p  th e  ch a se ,”  h e  
muttered. “  I ’ll h ave  m o r e  su its fo r  d a m a g es  
on my hands than  th e  w h o le  b la m e d  sh o w  is 
worth.” T h e n  h e  tu rn ed  to  D ic k  a n d  T im , a n d  
said quickly, “  B o y s , d o  y o u  w an t that p y th o n  ? 
He’s yours, i f  y o u  ca p tu re  h im . Y o u  ca n  either 
sell him for a  b ig  p r ice , o r  ea rn  m o n e y  by 
exhibiting him  ro u n d  th e  co u n tr y .”

The boys were taken  a b a ck  b y  th is  m u n ificen t 
offer. “  I — I th in k _ w e ’d  lik e  t o  h ave  h im ,”  
siammered D ick  at len gth .
« W, ^ at’s a bargain  ! ”  e x c la im e d  M r . Tarberry '. 
“ It’s your snake from  n o w  o n .”  H e  w h isp e re d  
a few words to  h is  m e n , a n d  th en  th e  w h o le  
party went briskly d o w n  th e  lan e, fo l lo w e d  b y  a  
volley o f  execrations fr o m  th e  in d ig n a n t farm er.

Mr. Bender w as d is p o s e d  to  p u t  s o m e  o f  th e  
blame on his son , b u t D ic k  e x p la in e d  m atters 
satisfactorily, an d  was b a c k e d  u p  b y  T im . T h e  
boys did not a d m it th at th e  p y th o n  w as 
uture their p r o p e r ty ; th ey  fe lt s o m e  d o u b ts  

^  s*atem en t w o u ld  b e  re ce iv e d , 
hen M rs. B e n d e r  w as su ffic ien tly  re c o v e r e d  
"or fright to  b e  le ft a lo n e , a n d  the runaw ay 

rs5. bad been  b ro u g h t b a ck , th e  fa rm er a n d  
e man arme<i  th e m se lv e s  w ith  gu n s, a n d  

.l 5  _ln pursuit o f  th e  rep tile , stern ly  re fu sin g  
°>'s perm ission  to  a c c o m p a n y  th em . H o w 

m
as

ever, th e  qu est p ro v e d  
-  fru itless, th o u g h  th ey  

se a rch e d  th e  greater part 
o f  th e  d ay , a n d  w ere 
assisted  b y  m an y  o f  the 
n e ig h b o u r in g  f a r m e r s .  
T h e  sn a k e  h a d  p r o b 
a b ly  c o n c e a le d  itse lf in 

s o m e  o f  the th ick  tim b er-la n d  a lo n g  th e  creek .
T h e  travellin g  c ircu s  p e r fo rm e d  at D o v e r  

that a f t e r n o o n ; th en  it d e p a rte d  for  reg ion s  
u n k n o w n , greatly  to  th e  d isa p p o in tm e n t o f  
n u m e ro u s  sm all tow ns, w h ere  it h a d  b e e n  
b o o k e d  t o  ap p ear. M r. T a rb e rry  was w ise  in 
h is g en era tion , a n d  p re ferred  lo s in g  th e  p rofits 
o f  th ese  p e r fo rm a n ce s  to  p a y in g  fo r  an y  lo ss  o f  
life a n d  d a m a g e  to  p ro p e rty  that m ig h t be  
ca u se d  b y  h is  fu g itive  serpen t.

O n  th e  s e c o n d  d a y  M r. B e n d e r  a n d  his 
n e ig h b o u rs  re n e w e d  th e  search , w ith  th e  sam e 
fu tile  resu lts. T h e  n ext m o rn in g  th e  rep tile  
tu rn e d  u p  at a  p o in t  tw o  m iles  d istant, an d  
c o m m e n c e d  a  ca re e r  o f  d eva sta tion  that c o n 
t in u e d  u n in terru p ted ly  fo r  a  fortn igh t. D u rin g  
th is p e r io d , m e n , w o m e n , a n d  ch ild re n , w ere 
fr ig h te n e d  h a lf  o u t  o f  th e ir  w -its; ch ick e n s , 
turkeys, a n d  a n  o c c a s io n a l sh eep , w ere  carried  
o f f ; a n d  a  m a n  o n  h o rse b a ck  w as ch a se d  for  
th ree  m ile s — a c c o r d in g  to  h is  o w n  report. 
T h e s e  ravages w ere c o m m itte d  in  d iffe ren t 
lo ca litie s , a n d  th u s th e  sea rch in g  parties w ere 
co n sta n tly  b a ffled . A t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  fort
n ig h t th e  h u g e  rep tile  m y steriou s ly  d isa p p ea red , 
a n d  th e  terror-stru ck  p e o p le  h a d  a b rea th in g  
sp ell.

M e a n w h ile  T im  a n d  D ic k  h a d  a b a n d o n e d  
th e  id ea  o f  ca p tu r in g  th e  sn a k e  a n d  m a k in g  
p ro fit o u t  o f  it. A fte r  severa l con su lta tion s
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th e y  d e c id e d  t o  re lin q u ish  th e ir  c la im  to  it 
en tirely .

“ T h e r e  w o u ld  b e  a jo l ly  row  i f  p e o p le  k n ew  
th e  crea tu re  was o u rs ,”  said  T im . “ T h e y  
w o u ld  w an t to  m a k e  us p a y  for  a ll th e  c h ick e n s  
a n d  th in gs that h ave  b e e n  ca rr ied  o f f ; a n d , 
b e s id e s , w e  c o u ld n ’t ca tch  it i f  w e tried  ou r  
b e s t .”

“  T h a t ’s r ig h t,”  a ssen 
te d  D ick , a n d  s o  by  
u n a n im ou s  c o n s e n t  the 
p y th o n  b e c a m e  n o b o d y ’s 
p ro p e rty — a  fa c t  w h ich  
m u st h ave  gra tified  his 
s n a k e s h i p  e x ce e d in g ly  
c o u ld  h e  h a v e  k n o w n  it.

F o r  th ree d a y s  n o  trace 
o f  th e  rep tile  w as seen , 
a n d  n o th in g  w as h eard  
o f  it. M a n y  p e rso n s  b e 
lie v e d  that it h ad  left the 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d ,  a n d  
s o m e  a sserted  that it 
m u st h ave  d ie d  o f  g lu t
to n y .

O n  th e  a fte rn o o n  o f  
th e  fourth  day , D ic k  an d  
th e  h ired  m a n  h a rn essed  
tw o  m u les t o  th e  b ig  
w a g on , a n d  d r o v e  ov e r  
to  M r. S m o lle t ’s fa rm  for 
a  lo a d  o f  lo c u s t  fe n ce - 
p osts  that M r. B e n d e r  
h a d  b a rg a in ed  for . T im  
was at h o m e , a n d  the 
tw o  lads a m u se d  th e m 
se lves  in  v a r iou s  w ays, 
w h ile  M r. S m o lle t  a n d  
th e  h ired  m a n  w e n t to  
th e  o r ch a rd  a n d  lo a d e d  
th e  p osts  o n  th e  w a gon .

F in a lly , T im  p r o p o s e d  
to  h is c o m p a n io n  that 
th ey  s h o u ld  g o  a n d  get 
s o m e  a p p le s , a n d  o n  th e  
w ay fro m  th e  b a rn  t o  the 
o r ch a rd  th ey  s to p p e d  at 
th e  w a g on -sh ed  to a d m ir e  
a trap th e  fa rm er h ad  
re ce n tly  p u rch a se d . T h e  
b u ild in g  a d j o i n e d  the 
barn , a n d  w as separated
from  th e  h o u s e  b y  a  w id e  p ie ce  o f  o p e n  g ro u n d . 
T h e  farm  w a g o n s  o c c u p ie d  th e  in terior, a n d  on  
e a ch  s id e  w as a  h ig h , narrow ' c o rn -c r ib , th e  d o o r s  
to  w h ich  w ere  o u ts id e . O v e rh e a d  was a lo ft, 
w h ere  sle igh s  a n d  farm  im p le m e n ts  w ere stored . 

H a v in g  su ffic ien tly  a d m ire d  th e  trap, th e  b o y s
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c a m e  o u t a n d  c lo s e d  th e  fo ld in g  d o o rs . T im  W ith  that h e  v a n ish e d  abru p tly , and  a se

o p e n e d  th e  c o r n -c r ib  n earest th e  house anj 
lo o k e d  in. m

“ O v e r  in  that co rn e r  is s o m e  popcorn,” 1* 
said . “  I f  y o u  w ant a  few  ears, ju st help y0ltr. 
self. I ’ll c o m e  b a c k  w h en  I ’v e  h ad  a drink."

“ A l l  r igh t,”  sa id  D ic k , “ m u ch  obliged.1 
A n d  h e  e n te re d  th e  co rn -cr ib , leav in g  the door 

w id e  o p e n .
T im  sauntered towards 

th e  h o u se , and was half, 
w ay a c r o s s  the open 
stretch  w h en  he heard 
a  ru stlin g  noise, and 
tu rn in g , h e  was horrified 
to  s e e  a  m onstrous snake 
g l id e  fro m  under the 
w ag on -sh ed , and dart 
a t a  f lo c k  o f  chickens 
w h ich  w ere  scratching the 
g r o u n d  n e a r -b y . The 
fo w ls  f le d  in  squalling 
p a n ic , a n d  seeing the 
o p e n  d o o r  o f  the com- 
cr ib , tw o o f  them  fluttered 
in. W ith  an  angry hiss 
th e  sn ak e glided after 
th e m , a n d  T im ’s head 
sw am  as h e  realized his 
c o m p a n i o n ’ s predica 
m en t.

T h e  flap p in g  and squal
lin g  o f  th e  fowls was 
D ic k ’s first intimation of 
h is  d a n ger, and  he looked 
u p  ’ fro m  th e  heap of 
g o ld e n  ears at the rear 
e n d  o f  th e  corn-crib, to 
se e  th e  u g ly  brown head 
a n d  y e llo w -a rrd -b la ck  
c o ils  o f  the python block
in g  th e  doorw ay. With 
a  y e ll o f  dism ay he grab
b e d  th e  op e n  slat-work 
that fo rm e d  the outerside 
o f  th e  cr ib , and vent 
ra p id ly  up , hand over 
h a n d , until his head 
to u c h e d  th e  flooring of 
th e  lo ft. G lancing down, 
h e  saw  th e  snake dart 
s w i f t l y  t o w a r d s  the 
ch ick e n s , w h o were cor

n e re d  in  th e  far en d , ap p a ren tly  stupid w111 
fright. .

A t  that instant T im  v e n tu re d  to  peep in llie 
d o o r w a y , a n d  a  g lim p se  s h o w e d  him  the situa
tio n . ,

“  H o ld  tight, D ic k , I ’ll save  you  ! ”  he yeUeJ
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or two later the d o o r s  o f  th e  .w a g on -sh ed  w ere 
heard to fly bach  w ith a b a n g . ^

Pick was m om en ta rily  ch e e re d  b y  T im 's  
words but the situation  su d d e n ly  a ssu m ed  a 
different aspect, an d  his heart se e m e d  to  sin k  
clear down in to h is b o o ts . A s  th e  p y th o n  
neared them the ch ick e n s  flew  up , a n d  d o d g in g  
the wicked h ead  as it d a rte d  to  a n d  fro, th ey  
sailed into the ou ter  air w ith  lusty ca ck lin g . 
Thus baulked o f  its prey , th e  sn a k e  b e c a m e  
ill-tempered, and d e te rm in e d  t o  take its rev en g e  
cut of D ick. P o ss ib ly  th e  m on ster  w as a ctu a te d  
as much by hun ger as b y  rage. A t  a ll even ts, 
it reared in the a ir a n d  th re sh e d  th e  lo o s e  ears 
of corn violently w ith its s lim y  c o ils . A  h iss in g  
noise came from  the o p e n  m ou th , a n d  th e  ugly  
eves sparkled like fire.

Dick alm ost lost h is h o ld  from  fright. H e  
yelled at the top  o f  h is v o ic e  as o fte n  as th e  flat 
brown head sw o o p e d  tow ards h im , a n d , w ith  h is 
feet, he tried vain ly to  k ick  so m e  o f  th e  slats 
loose. 'The sight o f  th e  h id e o u s  rep tile  was 
more than he c o u ld  en d u re , an d , sh u ttin g  his 
eyes, he clung tightly t o  th e  p reca riou s  su p p ort. 
Told shivers ch a sed  e a ch  o th e r  d o w n  h is b a ck . 
He seemed to  feel the s lim y  co ils  o f  th e  m o n ste r  
encircling his b o d y  an d  cru sh in g  it t o  a  je lly .

Just when his brain  b eg a n  to  g row  d izzy  a n d  
he knew- that lie m ust s o o n  fall, h e  h eard  a du ll, 
pounding noise  ov erh ea d . T h e n  o n e  o f  th e  
planks in the ce ilin g  flew  u p  with a sharp  c ra ck , 
and Tim ’s head a n d  sh o u ld e rs  a p p ea red  in  the 
orifice. H o p e  lean t D ic k  fresh stren gth , a n d  

■with T im ’s aid h e  c la m b e re d  th rou g h  th e  gap . 
The plank was d r o p p e d  in p la ce , a n d  th e  tw o  
lads made all haste  d o w n  th e  la d d e r  to  th e  
lower floor, an d  th e n ce  in to  th e  o u te r  air. A  
glance showed th em  that th e  p y th o n  was still in 
the corn-crib, an d , w ith a  q u ick  rush, T im  
slammed and b o lte d  th e  d o o r .

“ Hurra ! W e ’ve  g o t  h im  n ow  ! ”  h e  c r ie d . 
“ Y es; and lie nearly h a d  m e ,”  sa id  D ick , 

who was as w hite as ch a lk . “  Y o u  g o t  m e  ou t 
just in tim e.” ,

At this juncture the w agon  d ro v e  a ro u n d  from  
the orchard heavily  lo a d e d  w ith  lo cu st p osts , a n d  
the two men sprang to  the 
ground. Mr. S m olle t d e 
manded tlie cau se  o f  the 
outcry, a n d  b e ca m e  tre
mendously excited  w h en  the 
taojstold. how they had  m a d e  
a Pr’soner o f  the b ig  sn ake.

f* W ait till I g e t  m y  g u n ,”  h e  cr ied . “  I ’ ll 
settle  th e  varm int w ith  d ch a rg e  o f  b u ck -s h o t .”

“  N o , n o ; d o n ’ t d o  t h a t ! ”  p le a d e d  T im .
“  K e e p  th e  sn ak e a liv e .”

“  W e  ca n  earn lo ts  o f  m o n e y  b y  ex h ib it in g  
h im , M r. S m o lle t ,”  a d d e d  D ick . .

“  N o n se n se  ! ”  e x c la im e d  th e  farm er “  K e e p  
y o u r  ey es  o n  th e  crittu r till I  c o m e  b a c k .”

B u t b e fo re  M r. S m o lle t  c o u ld  start a fter th e  
g u n , th e  p y th o n  s tu ck  h is h e a d  th rou gh  a b ro k e n  
p la c e  n ear th e  b o t t o m  o f  th e  co rn -cr ib , a n d  
instantly  th e  slats b u lg e d  a n d  sn ap p ed . O u t 
c a m e  th e  reptile  o n  the g ro u n d  w ith a  savage 
h iss , a n d  aw ay w en t th e  farm er, th e  h ired  m an , 
a n d  the tw o  b o y s , ru n n in g  as th o u g h  th e  sn ak e 
w as at th eir very h eels .

T h e  team  was sta n d in g  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  
ro a d , a n d  th e  m u les, terrified  b y  th e  sight o f  the 
m on ster , d a sh ed  at fearful sp e e d  d o w n  th e  h ill. • 

A t  th is very  instant the p y th o n  g lid e d  tow ards 
th e  h o u se , se e m in g ly  u naw are o f  its dan ger, a n d  
th o u g h  the m u les tried  to  s to p  w hen  th ey  saw 
th e  d re a d e d  o b je c t  in  fron t o f  th em , th e ir  h e a d 
w ay was t o o  great, an d  the h eavy  w h eels  w en t 
d ire c t ly  o v e r  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  p y th on . T h e  
w a g on  upset at th e  fo o t  o f  th e  hill, sca tterin g  th e  
p o s ts  in  every d ire ct io n , a n d  th e  m u les  w ere 
in te rce p te d  a  little farther o n  b y  the h ired  m an , 
w h o  h ad  fled  in that d irect ion .

T h e  sn ak e lay in  th e  roa d , sq u irm in g  h orrib ly , 
w ith  a b ro k e n  b a ck , but its struggles w ere s o o n  
e n d e d  b y  a  ch a rg e  o f  b u ck -sh ot from  th e  farm er’s 
gu n . '

T h e  n ew s sp rea d  q u ick ly  th rou gh  th e  n e ig h 
b o u r h o o d , an d  c r o w d s  o f  p e o p le  ca m e  to  see 
th e  d e a d  m on ster  d u rin g  the a fte rn o o n  an d  
e v e n in g . It h ad  p ro b a b ly  crep t u n d e r  the 
w a g on -sh ed  to  s le e p  ofif th e  e ffe ct  o f  its org ies  
— little  w o n d e r  that it w o k e  u p  h u n gry  an d  
savage after su ch  a lo n g  fast.

D ick  a n d  T im  w ere as m u ch  a d m ire d  an d  
ta lk ed  a b o u t as th e  sn ak e itself. T h e y  sh ared  
th e  p y th o n ’s skin  b etw een  th em , an d  th e  b o d y  
w as in terred  in a  d e e p  h o le . B ut th ey  n ever  
d iv u lg e d  the fact that th e  sn ak e h ad  b e c o m e  
th e ir  p rop erty  o n  th e  d a y  o f  its e s c a p e ; a n d  

s o m e  o f  t h e  n e ig h b ou rs , 
w h o  su ffe ie d  b y  th e  rep tile ’s 
d e p r e d a t i o n s ,  are  s t i l l  
h o p in g  a n d  lo n g in g  f o r  
th e  return  o f  M r. H a n n i
ba l T a lb e rry ’s t r a v e l l i n g  
c ircu s  a n d  m en agerie .
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A GENTLEMAN PRIVATE
B y E. M e n h i n i c  M o r p h e w .

Sk e t c he s  by G. M. Dodshon.

F I T T I N G  u p o n  th e  e x trem e  
e d g e  o f  t h e  s o f a  h e  
th o u g h tfu lly  rega rd ed  h is  
som ew h a t d irty  h a n d s , as he 
p ic k e d  h is  in k y  fingers.

H is  ha ir was ru m p le d , his 
n o s e  scra tch e d , h is lip  cu t, 
a n d  he h a d  a lu m p  o v e r  o n e  
e y e ; y et o n e  c o u ld  see  h e  
w o u ld  b e  g o o d - lo o k in g  w h en  
h e  gTew u p . H is  figure, 

w h ich  was scan tily  c lo th e d  in  an  E to n  su it m u ch  
to o  sm all fo r  h im , w as c o m p o s e d  ch ie fly  o f  b o n e s  
an d  te n d o n s , as is u su al w ith  b o y s  o f  h is  age, 
w h ich  w as fou rteen  o r  th erea b ou ts .

In  a n  a rm ch a ir  o n  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  h earth  
sat “  th e  pa ter,”  a n d  s to rm e d  aw ay stea d ily  o n  
th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  te rm ’s rep ort.

“  D isg ra ce fu l, I ca ll it, sir— sim p ly  d is g r a c e fu l! 
A  b o y  o f  y o u r  a g e — y o u  o u g h t  t o  b e  a sh a m ed  o f  
y o u r s e lf !  I t  gets  w orse  a n d  w orse , I  te ll y o u !  
Y o u ’re  a  d isg ra ce , d o  y o u  h ear, s i r ?  U tter ly  
g o o d  fo r  n o th in g — g o o d  for  n o th in g  ! ”

A lth o u g h  o n ly  a p riva te  in  a  territorial reg im en t 
o f  th e  lin e , h e  d iffe re d  fro m  th e  ord in a ry  run o f  
T o m m ie s , in  that h e  w as a  g en tlem a n . T h is  
w as e v id e n t in  m a n y  w ays. F o r  o n e  th in g , h is 
s p e e c h  b e tra y ed  h im , a n d  th e n  there w ere  h is 
q u iet, c o n fid e n t  w ays a n d  w ell-kep t h a n d s , 
to g e th e r  w ith  a  h u n d re d  o th e r  little  th in g s  that 
m a d e  it p lain  t o  h is  c o m ra d e s  that h e  w as “  n o t 
th e ir  c la ss .”

T h e r e fo r e , w ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  a little  rou gh  
c h a ff  a n d  a  few  still ro u g h e r  p ra ctica l jo k e s , h e  
was p retty  sev ere ly  le t a lo n e  by  th em  in th e  
b a rra ck -ro o m  a n d  in  the ca n teen . H e  to o k  
w h a tsoever  fe ll t o  h is  lo t  s o  very  q u ie tly  an d  
u n c o n c e r n e d ly  that h is r o o m  d id n ’t u n d ersta n d  
h im  o n e  b it, a n d  h is  o fficers  reg a rd ed  h im  w ith  
s o m e  s u s p ic io n , a n d  w ere a  b it stricter w ith  h im  
th an  w ith  th e  rest o f  th e  m en .

O n e  n igh t, a  little  b e fo r e  “ lights o u t ”  was 
s o u n d e d , P riva te  B yrn es  (r ig h t-co t m an  to  the 
g e n tle m a n  p r iv a te ) w h ose  last p in t o f  b e e r  from

th e  ca n te e n  se e m e d  to  h ave  d isagreed  a bit with 
h is  tem per, was ly in g  in  h is co t, face down
w ards, w ith  h is  h ea d  b e tw e e n  h is fists, muttering 
w ick e d  th in gs in a  p a in fu lly  d istin ct tone of 
v o ic e .

“  W o t ’s h urting y o u  ? ”  sa id  the man next 
h im . “  I f  y o u  g o  o n  like that y o u ’ ll offend his 
p re c io u s  lo rd sh ip  n ext y e r .”

B yrn es  w ent o n  stead ily , n o t  heeding the 
in terru p tion .

“  G a m  ! ”  said  th e  o th er  reproachfully, and 
s u d d e n ly  se ize d  w ith  a  fit o f  h oliness. “ Gant! 
Y o u ’ve  g o t  er  m ou th  lik e  er deserted parrit- 
c a g e ! ”

H a v in g  n oth in g  w ith  w h ich  to  reply to this 
terrific  d e n u n cia tio n , B yrn es  tu rn ed  his atten
t io n  to  th e  m an  o n  h is left, a n d  expressing his 
p rivate , p e rso n a l o p in io n  o f  h im  to  the room in 
gen era l, sa id  that h e  was “  a  tender-’anded 
y o u n g  la d y ,”  e m b e llish e d  > w ith  sundry other 
u n co m p lim e n ta ry  a d je ctiv e s . In  answer to 
w h ich  th e  “ y o u n g  la d y ”  flu n g  h is boot full 
at P riva te  B yrn es ’ h ea d . ■

“  G u ess  y e r  m u st ’ave  b in  a little bit off the 
to p  w h en  yer m a d e  u p  yer m in d  to join us 
b lo o m in ’ T o m m ie s , m y  fin e  paper-m ashy toff, 
rem ark ed  B yrnes, rak in g  in the rack above his 
h e a d  fo r  a m issile.

A fte r  a  little  fu r th e r . e x ch a n g e  o f  the retort 
co u rte o u s , a  ring was fo rm e d  and the men 
s to o d  u p  to  ea ch  oth er.

F o r  an  instant th ey  e y e d  each  other keenly. 
T h e n  B yrn es  w ent in  w ith a rush. Whack. 
H e  ca m e  o u t  w ith h is n o s e  b le e d in g  freely

H e  w en t in  again , d u ck in g  his head, and 
a d v a n c in g  w ith a  h a n d - o v e r - h a n d  style® 
m o tio n . T h e  g en tlem a n  private  promptly toot 
“  th e  m easu re  o f  an  u n m a d e  grave ,”  and a thut 
tr ick le  o f  b lo o d  was seen  at th e  corner of m* 
m o u th  as h e  p ick e d  h im s e lf  u p  an d  contiim 
th e  co n flic t . .

Sm ack!  Smack 1 Smack f O n e  hit a A115 
o n  B yrn es ’ ch e e k , tw o  u p o n  h is opponents.

T h u d ! T h u d !  B a ck  d a n ce d  the “ pai^ 
m a sh y  t o f f ”  w ith  the red  im p rin t o f  eight angt; 
k n u ck le s  o v e r  his ribs.



On crime B yrnes o n c e  m ore , saw ing th e  air 
like a windmill.

Plunk ! T h e  g en tlem a n  private  h a d  sm a sh ed  
in his winning hit, fo r  B yrn es  ree led , th rew  up  
his arms, and fell in a h ea p  u p o n  the floor.

When the o fficer o n  d u ty  ca m e  h is ro u n d , h e  
found the w orthy B yrn es  w ell qu a lified  for  
hospital, owing to  a b ro k e n  rib , n ot to  speak  
of the fact that, in  th e  w o r d s  o f  th e  o ld  son g , 
“ his mouth had so m e h o w  g o t  c o n c e a le d  b e h in d  
his ear.”

“  H ow’s this ? ”  a sk ed  th e  o fficer , a n d  B yrn es, 
"ho was a staunch m an , r e p l ie d :—

“  Fell against th e  fo rm , sir.”
‘ ‘ Fell against th e  fo rm , m a n  ? ”  ask ed  the 

officer, looking hard  at h im .
‘ Yes, sir,”  a n sw ered  B yrn es  stead ily , “ as !  

ave said, sir.”  *
, P o k in g  rou nd , th e  o fficer  ca u g h t sight o f

o gentleman private ’s fa ce , w h ich  was rather
P3 ,̂ except w here B y rn e s ’ k n u ck le s  h a d  left 
marks.

Catling him o u ts id e  th e  d o o r , h e  g a zed  in- 
€n.!)r lnt01 ^ le steadfast eyes, 
asked 6ren 1 Fou  at W in ch e s te r  w ith  m e  ? ”  he

The gentleman private  flu sh ed  scarlet.
i „ , es’ f ° r H e a v e n ’s sake shut u p  a b o u t 

he said p lead ingly .

“  S h a k e  h a n d s  ! ”  re p lied  th e  oth er. “  I  re
m e m b e r  y o u  w ell. Y o u  b o s s e d  y o u r  final, 
d id n ’ t y o u  ? Y o u  n ever d id  w ell in  exam s., I  
re m e m b e r .”  ,

“  D id  I e v e r  d o  w ell in  an yth in g ,”  sa id  the 
g en tlem a n  priva te , sm ilin g  ruefu lly, “  barring 
sports  ? ”

N o w , b e ca u se  T o m m y  A tk in s  has an u n 
b o u n d e d  a d m ira tion  fo r  th e  m an  w h o  c a n  use 
h is fists w ell, th e  g en tlem a n  p riva te  h a d  a  better 
tim e  o f  it fr o m  that day.

L ater on , w h en  the fo o tb a ll se a so n  c o m 
m e n ce d , a n d  h is  c o m ra d e s  fo u n d  that in  h im  
th ey  h ad  th e  b est ce n tre  forw ard  that th e  regi
m en t h ad  ever  p o ssessed , h is p op u la rity  in crea sed  
b y  leaps a n d  b o u n d s  at e a ch  m atch .

H e  was a  co rp o ra l w h en  h e  p la y ed  fo r  his 
reg im en t aga in st th e  K in g ’s O w n  S lapdash ers, 
w h o  h a d  h e ld  th e  A rm y  C h a m p io n sh ip  fo r  five 
sea son s, a n d  w ere  fearfu lly  c o c k y  o v e r  it to o .
,  B u t p r id e  w ill h ave  a  fall, a n d  th e  K in g ’s  O w n  
S lapdash ers h a d  h a d  th eir day.

T h e  g e n tle m a n  co rp o ra l sh ot five  g o a ls  to  
th eir three, a n d  thus th e  R o y a l W e st D u n ster- 
sh ires bea t th e  S lapdash ers u p o n  th e ir  ow n  
g ro u n d , a n d  w rested  from  th em  th e  ch a m p io n 
ship .

T h u s  th ey  s p o ile d  the E gyptian s.
T h a t  n igh t th e  D u n sters  ca rr ied  th e ir  cen tre



THE CAPTAIN.

forw ard  sh o u ld e r  h igh  ro u n d  th e  squ are , a n d  
c h e e r e d  th em se lv es  h oa rse .

H is  star was in the ascen d a n t.

W a r  tim e. W ar, war, everyw h ere  ! A ll  E n g 
la n d  w rote , rea d , ta lked , a n d  th o u g h t o f  n o th in g  
b u t that fearful, y et g lo r io u s  a rgu m en t o f  n a tion s 
— in th e  n in eteen th  cen tu ry  o n e  ca n  h a rd ly  ca ll 
it th e  argu m en t o f  k ings.

H o w e v e r  w ic k e d  a n d  w astefu l a  m ean s o f  
settlin g  d isp u tes  it m a y  seem  to  e x p lo re , w ith 
b a y o n e t , bu lle t, a n d  sh e ll, th e  in s id es  o f  p e o p le  
w h o  h ave  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  th e  qu arrel in  the 
b e g in n in g , war w ill alw ays b e  g lo r io u s  fo r  the 
s im p le  fa ct that in  th ese  tim es, w h en  s o  few  
p e o p le  are  re a d y  to  d ie  fo r  a n yth in g , T o m m y  is 
read y  to  lay d o w n  h is life  for— so m e th in g — p e r
h aps h e  isn ’t v ery  c le a r  in  h is o w n  m in d  w hat, 
a n d  a ll th e  p o m p  a n d  c ir cu m s ta n ce  o f  g lo r io u s  
war, the sp e cta c le , th e  brilliant u n ifo rm s , th e  
gay  trappings, a n d  the stirring m u s ic , are  s im p ly  
a d ju n cts  to  th is c ro w n in g  a c t  o f  se lf-sacrifice . 
I t  is  th is th o u g h t— e v e n  if  p erh a ps w e d o n ’ t

k n ow  it— that m ak es th e  p assin g  o f  a marchinj 
reg im en t b r in g  tears to  th e  eyes  o f  som e, and i 
c h o k e  in  th e  th ro a t o f  oth ers, w h ile  we ali tingle 
with, p r id e , a n d , ch e e r in g  ou rse lv es  hoarse feel 
in sp ired  to  d o  great d e e d s .

T h e  D u n stersh ires  w ere  a m o n g  the first of 
th e  h orse  a n d  fo o t  “ o rd e re d  to  T a b le  Bay.”

H a v e  y o u  ev e r  seen  th e  sa iling  o f  a transport? 
T h e r e  w ere  m a n y  sa d  lea ve -ta k in gs  among the 
ga llant t)u n stersh ires . T h e r e  was the senior 
su ba ltern ’s n ew ly -m a d e  b rid e , a n d  the colonel’s 
m a n y -y ea rs -w ed d ed  w ife , a n d  e v e ry b o d y ’s mother 
a n d  sisters, a n d  th e  o ld  father, ju st a  little tottery 
o n  his feet, w h o  b le w  h is n o se  with suspicious 
v io le n ce .

T h e  g en tlem a n  p riva te  —  h e  was a sergeant 
n ow , t h o u g h - h a d  n o  o n e  t o  wish him God 
sp eed .

I t  was pretty  s tiff fightin g  all the way up 
th rou g h  N atal, righ t in to  th e  heart of the 
T ransvaa l.

T h e  D u n stersh ires  w ere  alw ays well in the 
th ick  o f  it a n d  covered  them 
se lves w ith  g lory , but their roll 
ca ll grew  sh orter every day.

G R E A T  B R I T I S H  VICTORY.

S P L E N D I D  C H A R G E  
O F  T H E

D U N S T E R S H I R E S .

“QREAT BRITISH VICTORY 1 " SHOUTED THE PAPER BOYS.

H E A V Y  LO SSES.

T h u s  r e a d  t h e  newspaper 
p la ca rd s  late o n e  Saturday night 
as a ll L o n d o n  w as turning out cf 
th ea tre  a n d  m u sic  hall.“ G r e a t  B r i t i s h  V ictor) 
s h o u te d  th e  shrill - voiced little 
p a p e r  b o y s . .

H u rra h  ! ^H earts thrill with 
p r id e  a n d  enthusiasm . PaperS 
are sn a tch e d  w ith  eager hands 
H o w  a b o u t o u r  dear ones over 
th ere  ? T h e  h e a v y  b lack  letterfflg 
l o o m s  o u t  u n d e r  the flare# 
L o n d o n ’s lights.H e a v y  L o s s e s .

P erh a p s it is hundreds, perhap5 
th o u sa n d s , a n d  for  each one * 
s c o r e  w ill su rely  m ourn.

“ GreatBritish Victory’ " W 
was it w o n  ?
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The troops h ad  m a d e  a 
night march to  w ith in  a b o u t 
three miles o f  th e  en em y .

The B o e r  p o s it io n  w as a 
horseshoe sh aped  r id ge  o f  
kopjes encircling a  p lateau, 
upon which was p o s te d  a 
number o f guns.

It had been ra in in g  h eav ily  
during the night, a n d  th e  
men were soaked  to  th e  skin 
and bitterly c o ld . A t  d a y 
break the rain c le a re d  off, 
aid our artillery to o k  u p  the 
best position they  c o u ld  find 
and opened fire. T h e  B o e r  
guns one by on e  rep lied , an d  
soon the infernal c o n c e r t  was 
in full blast.

After about t w o  h o u r s ’ 
pounding with that h ig h ly - 
co lo u re d , heav ily  - s cen ted  
invention, lyddite , th e  B o e r  
guns were k n o c k e d  o u t .
Knocked out by  “ th e T e r r o r  
of the AVorld, th e  R ig h t o f  
the Line, and th e  P rid e  o f  
the British A rm y ,”  as runs 
the proud boast o f  ou r  R o y a l 
Horse Artillery.

And now the in fantry  a d 
vanced to the attack . T h e y  
advanced in  s k i r m i s h i n g  
order, taking a d v a n ta g e  o f  
every bit o f  cover , a n d  firing 
smartly by section s  as th ey  
came within r e a c h  o f  t h e  
enemy. At 150yds. ran ge 
they advanced stead ily , w ith 
out f a l t e r in g ,  a cross  the 
open veldt u n der a  h eavy  
fue. But the m en  w ere fa lling  fast.

“ Splendid, m en , sp le n d id  1 ”  sh o u te d  th e  
colonel, his little b la ck  e y e s  sh in in g  w ith  e x c ite 
ment. “  N ow  th en , all to g e th e r— er-r ! ”  

“ C h a rg e :” sh o u te d  th e  m a jor, a n d  ca u gh t 
the dying form  o f  h is c h ie f  in  h is arm s.

'L th  a hoarse h ow l o f  rage th e  D u n stersh ires  ' 
, ed forward u n d er  an a p p a llin g  fire  from  th e  
kopjes above.
r "^le major w as d o w n  ! A  ca p ta in  sprang 
■orward, pointing th em  still u p w ard  w ith h is 
^ord. A  shot stru ck  h im  o n  th e  breast. H e  

Tow up his arm s a n d  fell.
,notfher leapt forw ard . A n o t h e r ! A t  fifty  

: [ . s , , rom the tren ch es  th e  h ills id e  was a 
1 ble sham bles. T h e  D u n stersh ires  stagger! 

tjje,r So' e rem ain in g  o fficer , a su ba ltern  but 
60 " eeks jo in e d , is in co m m a n d .

“  P lay up, s c h o o l !"  is o n  th e  tip  o f  his ton g u e , 
th e  tim e is s o  sh ort s in ce  he left the p la y in g  
fie ld s  o f  E ton . “  C o m e  o n , m en , c o m e  o n  ! ”  
h e  sh ou ts, an d  fa lls with a so b .

T h e  m en  are w avering. T h e y  are g iv in g  way.
T h e  g en tlem a n  sergeant sprin gs to  the fron t.
“  D unsters, re m e m b e r  M ajujba ! ”  he cries, 

a n d  lead s  the w ay, ever upw ard .
W h e re  he is led , there th e  B ritish  so ld ie r  will 

follow-. T h e  D u n stersh ires rally, an d , le d  b y  
th e ir  sergeant, rush  u p  th e  few  rem ain in g  yards 
o f  th e  ascen t.

O n c e  in  c lo s e  quarters w ith  th e  en em y , the 
B ritish  b a y on et d o e s  its w ork , a n d  th e  best m an 
w ins. T h e  B o e rs  fly  in d iso rd e r ly  retreat. O u t 
g a llop s  “  the T e r r o r  o f  the W o r ld , the R ig h t 
o f  the L in e ,”  a n d  p o u n d s  aw ay at the rear o f  
th e  fugitives.
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forw ard  sh o u ld e r  h igh  ro u n d  th e ' squ are, a n d  
ch e e r e d  th em se lv es  h oarse .

H is  star was in th e  a scen dan t.

W a r  tim e. W ar, war, everyw h ere  ! AH E n g 
la n d  w rote , read , ta lk ed , a n d  th ou g h t o f  n o th in g  
bu t th at fearful, y e t g lo r io u s  argu m en t o f  n a tion s 
— in  th e  n in eteen th  cen tu ry  o n e  ca n  h a rd ly  ca ll 
it th e  argu m en t o f  k ings.

H o w e v e r  w ic k e d  a n d  w astefu l a  m ea n s o f  
settlin g  d isp u tes  it  m ay seem  to  e x p lo re , w ith  
b a y o n e t, bu lle t, a n d  sh e ll, the in sides  o f  p e o p le  
w h o h ave  n o th in g  t o  d o  w ith  th e  qu arrel in  the 
b e g in n in g , war w ill alw ays b e  g lo r io u s  fo r  th e  
s im p le  fa ct  that in  th ese  tim es, w h en  s o  few  
p e o p le  are ready  to  d ie  fo r  an yth in g , T o m m y  is 
read y  to  lay d o w n  h is life  fo r— so m e th in g — p er
haps h e  isn ’t v ery  clear in  h is o w n  m in d  w hat, 
an d  a ll th e  p o m p  an d  c ir cu m s ta n ce  o f  g lo r io u s  
war, th e  sp e cta c le , th e  brillian t u n iform s, th e  
gay  trapp in gs, a n d  th e  stirrin g  m u sic , are  s im p ly  
a d ju n cts  to  th is c ro w n in g  act o f  se lf-sacrifice . 
I t  is th is  th o u g h t— e v e n  i f  p erh a ps w e  d o n ’ t

k n o w  it— that m ak es th e  passin g  o f  a marching 
reg im en t b r in g  tears t o  th e  eyes o f  some, and a 1 
c h o k e  in  th e  th roa t o f  oth ers , w h ile  we ali tingle 
w ith  p r id e , a n d , ch e e r in g  ou rse lves  hoarse, feel 1 
in sp ired  to  d o  great d e e d s , \

T h e  D u n stersh ires  w ere  a m o n g  the first of 
th e  h o rse  an d  fo o t  “  o r d e re d  to  T a b le  Bay.” 

H a v e  y o u  e v e r  seen  th e  sa iling  o f  a transport? 1 
T h e r e  w ere  m a n y  sad  leave -tak in gs  among the ] 
ga llant t)u n stersh ires . T h e r e  was the senior j 
su ba ltern ’s n ew ly -m a d e  b r id e , a n d  the colonel’s 
m a n y -yea rs-w ed d ed  w ife , a n d  ev e ry b o d y ’s mother 1 
an d  sisters, a n d  th e  o ld  father, ju s t  a  little totter) 
o n  h is feet, w h o  blew ' h is n o se  with suspicious 
v io le n ce . |

T h e  g en tlem a n  p riva te  —  h e  was a sergeant j 
n ow , th o u g h — h a d  n o  o n e  to  w ish him God 1 
sp eed . |

I t  was pretty stiff fightin g  a ll the way up 
th rou g h  N ata l, right in to  th e  heart of the 
T ran svaa l. ,

T h e  D u n stersh ires  w ere alw ays well in the 
th ick  o f  it a n d  covered  them 

_ _ _ _ _ _  se lves w ith  g lory , but their roll
ca ll grew  sh orter every day.

G R E A T  B R I T I S H  VICTORY

O R E A J j
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S P L E N D I D  C H A R G E  
O F  T H E

D U N S T E R S H I R E S .

“ OREAT BRITIBH VICTORY I ” BHOUTED THE PAPER BOYS.

H E A V Y  LOSSES.

T h u s  r e a d  t h e  newspaperI 
p la ca rd s  la te  o n e  Saturday night 
as all L o n d o n  was turning out of 
th eatre  a n d  m u sic  hall. 1“ G r e a t  B r i t i s h  V ictorv- 
sh o u te d  th e  shrill - voiced little 
paper b o y s .

H u rrah  ! -H ea rts  thrill wiU 
p r id e  a n d  enthusiasm . Papers 
are  sn a tch e d  w ith  eager ban 
H o w  a b o u t  ou r  dear ones °v® 
there ?  T h e  h ea vy  black  lettering 
l o o m s  o u t  u n d e r  the flare 
L o n d o n ’s lights.H e a v y  L o s s e s . I

P erh a p s it is hundreds, perl# ! 
th o u sa n d s , an d  fo r  each one i 
s co re  w ill surely m ourn. I

“ Great British Vidor)’- I 
was it w o n  ? I

A GENTLEMAN PRIVATE. 2 5 ;

The troops h ad  m a d e  a  
night march to  w ithin  a b o u t  
three miles o f  the en em y .

The B o e r  p o s i t io n  w a s  a  
horse-shoe s h a p e d  r i d g e  o f  
kopjes e n c ir c lin g  a  p la t e a u , 
upon w hich  w a s  p o s t e d  a  
number o f  g u n s . _ _

It had been  ra in in g  h ea v ily  
during the night, a n d  the 
tnen were soa k ed  to  th e  sk in  
and bitterly c o ld . A t  d a y 
break the rain c le a re d  off, 
and our artillery to o k  u p  th e  
best position th ey  c o u ld  fin d  
and opened fire. T h e  B o e r  
guns one by o n e  rep lied , an d  
soon the infernal c o n c e r t  was 
in full blast.

After about t w o  h o u r s ’ 
pounding with that h ig h ly - 
coloured, heav ily  - s ce n te d  
invention, lyd d ite , th e  B o e r  
guns were k n o c k e d  o u t .
Knocked out b y  “ t h e T e r r o r  
of the W orld, the R ig h t  o f  
the Line, an d  the P r id e  o f  
the British A rm y ,”  as runs 
the proud boast o f  o u r  R o y a l 
Horse Artillery,

And now th e  in fa n try  a d 
vanced to the attack. T h e y  
advanced in  s k i r m i s h i n g  
order, taking a d v a n ta g e  o f  
every bit o f  cover , a n d  firin g  
smartly by section s  as th ey  
came within r e a c h  o f  t h e  
enemy, A t 150yds. ran ge 
the)’ advanced stead ily , w ith 
out fa l t e r in g ,  a cross  th e  
open veldt u n d er a  h eavy  
fire- But the m en  w ere  fa llin g  fast.

“ Splendid, m en , s p l e n d i d ! ”  sh o u te d  th e  
colonel, his little b la ck  e y e s  sh in in g  w ith  e x c ite 
ment, “ N ow  then , all to g e th e r — er-r ! ”  

“ Charge:”  sh ou ted  th e  m a jor , a n d  ca u g h t 
he dying form  o f  h is c h ie f  in h is arm s.

ttb a hoarse h ow l o f  rage th e  D u n stersh ires  
jushed forward u n d er  an  a p p a llin g  fire from  th e  
toPjes above.

A
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major was d o w n  ! A  ca p ta in  spran g 
1 poin ting th e m  still u p w ard  w ith h is

rord. a  shot stru ck  h im  o n  th e  breast. H e  
up his arm s a n d  fell.

, , , notj’er leapt forw ard . A n o t h e r ! A t  fifty  
veritMr° m t̂le tre n c ' ies th e  h ills id e  was a 
The-a° e sham bles. T h e  D u n stersh ires  s ta g g er! 
three ^  rf m a ' n ’ ng  o fficer , a su ba ltern  but 

weeks jo in e d , is in  co m m a n d .

“ NOW THEN, AI.I, TOC.ETHER— F.R-R ! n

“  P la y  u p , s c h o o l ! ”  is on  th e  tip  o f  his ton g u e , 
th e  tim e  is s o  sh ort s in ce  h e  left th e  p lay ing  
fie ld s  o f  E ton . “ C o m e  o n , m en , c o m e  o n ! ”  
h e  sh ou ts , a n d  falls w ith a s o b .

T h e  m en  are  w avering. T h e y  are g iv in g  way.
T h e  g e n tle m a n  sergean t sprin gs to, th e  front.
“  D u n sters , r e m e m b e r  M aju .ba  ! ”  h e  cries, 

a n d  lead s  th e  way, e v e r  upw ard .
W h e r e  h e  is led , there th e  British so ld ie r  w ill 

fo llo w . T h e  D u n stersh ires  rally, a n d , le d  b y  
th eir sergean t, rush  u p  th e  few  rem ain in g  yards 
o f  th e  ascen t.

O n c e  in  c lo s e  quarters w ith  the en em y , the 
B ritish  b a y o n e t  d o e s  its w ork , a n d  th e  b est m an  
w ins. T h e  B o e rs  fly in d iso rd e r ly  retreat. O u t 
g a llo p s  “ th e  T e r r o r  o f  th e  W o r ld , th e  R ig h t 
o f  th e  L in e ,”  a n d  p o u n d s  aw ay at th e  rear o f  
th e  fu g itives.
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T h e  gen era l, w h o  has w a tch e d  the s t o r m in g ' 
o f  th e  h eigh ts at a d is ta n ce , shuts h is  g lasses 
w ith  a sn ap  a n d  a  re liev ed  ex cla m a tion .

“  M a g n if ic e n t ! B rave D u n stersh ires  ! ” — an d  
th e  ever g lo r io u s  — th, th o se  d arlin gs o f  soc ie ty , 
d a n ce  d a in tily  o u t o v e r  th e  o p e n  p la in . T h e  
H o n . M e e k in g  M e e k in g  s top s  h u m m in g  “  E l 
C ap itan  ”  to  flou rish  h is sabre  a n d  s h o u t :—  

“ N o w  t h e n !  A t  t h e m — th ! In  y o u  g o ! ”  
T h e y  w ent ! T h e y  w e n t !
T h e y  w ere as w eary as reapers w h en  th ey  

ro d e  b a ck  that even in g .
A t su n d ow n  th e  gen era l sa id  :—
“  B r in g  m e  th e  m an w h o  le d  that a ttack . H e  '

sh o u ld  h ave  h is c o m m is s io n  fo r  this dav's 
w o rk .”

H a l f  an  h ou r  later a  bearer co m p a n y  brought 
h im  o n  a  stretcher, th e  g en tlem a n  sergeant- 
b a d ly  hurt. T h e  d o c to r s  s h o o k  their heads 
sad ly  o v e r  h im , a n d  p u t  ‘• d a n g e ro u s ly ” against 
h is n a m e  in  th e  ca su a lty  lists.

B u t it takes a lot t o  k ill a  m an  w h o  is on his 
p r o m o t io n , a n d  the g e n tle m a n  sergeant did not 
d ie . H e  g o t  better v ery  q u ick ly  in stead ; and 
w h en  th e  B ritish  tr o o p s  e n te re d  Pretoria there 
w as a  c o m p a n y  o f  th e  D u n stersh ires that was 
le d  b y  a  m an  w h o  h a d  o n c e  served as a 
private  o f  the line.

HOW TO BUILD A CANVA5 CANOE FOR HALF A GUINEA,
By L awrence Sturrock and H ugh Baillie.

Before going into the details of this article, wc 
hasten to assure any reader of The Captain 
who may be doubtful about his ability to build 
the canoe, that, as we have done so ourselves and 
found no serious difficulty, he may, with a little 
patience and perseverance, make a perfectly trust
worthy article.

Here is a list of the principal necessaries, with 
their estimated co st:—

8. d .
Keel: 1 piece white deal wood, 12ft. x 3ins. x

2ins............................................................. 0 9
Bow and stem posts: 2 pieces white deal wood, 

lft. x 4ins. x 2ins. ... ... ... ... ... 0 4
Gunwales: 2 pieces white deal wood, 14ft. x

3Jins, x gin........................................... ... 2 0
Biisres : 4 pieces white deal wood, 10ft. x 3ins. x

8i«.................................................................0 9
Ribs : 2 doz. Ijarrel hoops ... ... ... ... 0 2
Deck supports: 1 large barrel ........  ... 0 1
Screw naus, copper tacks, and other sundries ... 1 0
Boiled linseed oil ...............................  ... 2 0
Paint ............ ... ............  ............  1 0
Canvas: 30ins. wide, Gyds. ......... alxmt 2 G

Total 10 0

........
N o w  to  w ork . F irst tak e  y o u r  keel, and, h av in g  

p la n ed  it  square, m easure lin . a lon g  on e  o f  th e
edges o f  o n e  

v o f  the 3in.
s id e s ,  an d  
draw  a  line 
f r o m  t h i s  
p o in t  to  th e  
en d  o f  th e

opp osite  edge, and cu t  o ff  the p iece. N o w , at th e  
en d  o f  the 2in. side m easure in |in. from  either 
edge, and 4in. a lon g  either edge, an a  jo in  the p o in ts  
(F ig . 2). D o  the sam e w ith  th e  corresp on d in g  side , 
an d  saw o ff  th e  m arked  pieces.

L a y  the keel aside, talce on e  o f  the posts, p lan e 
it  square, m easure lin . up  on e o f  the edges o f  on e

F I? I.

o f  th e  4in . sides, jo in  th is  p o in t  w ith  the end of 
the ed ge  opposite , an d  saw  o f f  th e  piece (Fig. 3} 
T hen  p lan e  the p o s t t o  co in cid e  w ith  the end of 
the k ee l (F ig . 3b). T re a t the. o th er  post in the 
sam e m an n er, fittin g  it to  th e  keel as before.

N o w  fix  th e posts 
t o  th e  keel with 
Gin. screw s, boring 
h o le s  w ith  the brute 
a n d  b i t  in  which to 
s in k  th e  beads. 
Y o u r  jo in ts  will

F
% 2

then be as in  F ig . 4a.
N o w  take th e  gu n w a les  an d  tie  them, not too 

firm ly , on  either s ide  o f  th e  posts , so  that equal 
parts p ro je ct  from  e ith er end . Then stand 
b etw een  th em , and, pressin g  ou tw a rd s with you 
knees, insert tw o  w edges and  
h am m er them  tow a rd s the b o w  
and stern , until the gu n w ales are 
a b o u t 2 if t .  apart in  th e  m idd le .
Y o u  m u st here m ak e su re  th a t 
th e  cu rves  in the gu n w ales  are 
the sam e on  b oth  sides. T o  d o  
this, ta k e  a  p iece  o f  strin g , s tretch  
it  fro m  the m idd le  o f  th e  keel to  
th e  b o tto m  o f  on e o f  the g u n 
wales, m ark  th e  d ista n ce , and  try  
it  o n  th e  o th er  sid e . D o  th is  
several tim es a t d ifferen t p laces, 
an d  i f  the d istances a lw ays co r 
respon d , th e  cu rves are correct 
T in s b e in g  so, secu re the gun 
w ales to  the posts w ith  screw s

N o w  take the canvas, an d  
h av in g  d ou b led  it t o  find the 
m id d le  line, lay  it a lo n g  the k ee l, 
cen tre  to  centre, an d  ta ck  it  w ith  
co p p e r  tacks 1 in. apart, from  en d  
to  en d . D ou b le  th e  canvas dow n  either s'® 
(F ig . 5), and  d rive  ta ck s  Jin. apart througl

n ? 3 8
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I er5. Take a barre l-h oop , an d  press it  d ow n  
[tween the gunw ales u n til it  to u ch e s  th e  keel an d  
‘-flush with the gu nw ales, m a k in g  it  o f  th e  shape 
1L V!1 in Fig. G a t A, an d  h av in g  secu red  it  w ith  

screws, cut o ff  th e  p ro je c t in g  ends, l ’la ce  th e  
»st of the ribs in  th e  sam e m an n er, a b o u t 4ins.

rt, as far up as p ossib le . O f  cou rse, as y o u  
1 com e nearer th e  b o w  an d  stern  th e

curves o f  the ribs w ill b ecom e less, as 
in Fig. 6, B.

N ow  tu rn  th e  can oe  keel up , an d  
stretch th e  canvas t ig h t ly  ov e r  th e  
ribs, an d  secu re it  w ith  cop p er tack s 

t in . from  th e

Fig 4

- j -  b o tto m  o f  th e  
gunw ales. G iv e  
th e  canvas a  th o 
rou gh  coa t o f  o il, 
an d  sh ov e  in  th e  

bilges before the o il is  d ry  in  the fo llo w in g  
m a n n e r .

Take one o f th e  b ilges, an d  h a v in g  p lan ed  it  
;mootb, shove it in  betw een  th e  ribs an d  th e  
canvas about 2ins. u p  from  th e  k ee l, and  secure it  
to the ribs with sm all screw s. P u t  in  th e  rest o f  
the bilges in the sam e w a y , 2 on  each side an d  
3ins. apart; the b ilg es  w ill slip  in  easier i f  ru b b ed  
with oil. C ut o ff th e  su perflu ou s can vas a t e ith er 
end. leaving abou t tin . to  spare. D o u b le  th is  in , 
and drive tacks th rou gh  b o th  layers, 
being very careful t o  tle a v e  n o  creases.
Allow the oil to  d ry  th orou g h ly , by  
which time the canvas w ill have sh ru nk  
quite tight. T hen  g ive  th e  can vas 
another coat o f  o il, ru b b in g  it  w e ll 
in, aad you have fin ish ed  th e  m ost 
difficult part o f  y o u r  w ork .

Take your barrel, an d , h a v in g  tak en  it  to  p ieces, 
secure one o f the staves a cross th e  gu n w ales w ith  
screws, about 4|ft. from  th e  bow , an d  saw  o f f  th e  
projecting ends. D o  th e  sam e w ith  the stern , an d

T r T

then  p lace staves abou t 1ft. apart betw een  these 
an d  the posts. N o w  tak e  a  th in  p iece  o f  w ood , 
a b o u t 3ins. b road  and a  su itab le  len gth , and  fasten 
it  on  th e  to p  o f  these staves. C over  th is w ith  
canvas, ta ck in g  it  o v e r  th e  gunw ales, and  o ilin g  it 
lik e  th e  oth er canvas.

T h en  tak e  a p iece  o f  Ain. w o o d  abou t Gins, 
b roa d , and  cu t it  to  th e  cu rv e  o f  the gunw ales an d  
th e  exa ct len gth  betw een  th e  decks. F ix  it  to  the

funw ales w ith  screw s, and p u t  tw o  or three b lock s  
e lo w  t o  su p p ort it. D o  th is on th e  oth er side, 

an d  finish o f f  th e  w ell b y  pu ttin g  a  strip  o f

m a h ogan y  rou n d  it. T h e can oe is n ow  ready fo r  
pa in tin g , w h ich  can  b e  d o n e  a ccord in g  to  taste.

T o  m ak e a  padd le , p rocu re  a  p o le  abou t 8 ft. 
lon g , an d  cu t  a s lit  in  e ither end. I n to  these slits 
p u t the b lades, a n d  secure th em  w ith ’fecrews (F ig . 7). 
T h ese  b lades sh ou ld  b e  m a d e  o f  som e stron g  w ood , 
a n d  be a b o u t 8ins. w id e  an d  12ins. lon g . A  boarcl 
fitted  to  th e  b o tto m  o f  th e  can oe m akes a very 
g o o d  seat. T h is  can oe  m akes a  very  steady  sa iling  
boa t, b u t  w h en  u sed  as su ch  a  little  ba llast w ou ld  
d o  no harm . T h e  b est sail is the leg  o f  m u tton , as 
it has a ll its d r iv in g  p ow er low  d o w n  and th ere
fo re  lessens th e  dan ger o f  capsizing.

S h o u ld  th e  can oe  b e  m ade fo r  tw o  persons, the 
w ell can easily  b e  enlarged.

Y o u r  can oe  is  n ow  com p lete  and  w c w ish  you  
m an y a p leasant cru ise in  it,

Lines to be sawn are marked tinu

BRABAN T'S tCO UTS.



IT  is n o t  m y  in te n tio n  in th is sh ort article  to  
g iv e  a  h istory , o r  dw ell u p o n  th e  im p o rt
a n ce  o f  the m erch a n t serv ice , b u t  m ere ly  to  

p resen t to  th e  reader a  few  rem arks that m ay be  
n ecessary  for  th e  p u rp o se  
o f  id en tify in g  s o m e  o f  th e

(1) West India ami Pa ific 
Steamship to.

(21 Britisha c c o m p a n y in g  b u t 
to n s  w h ich  are w orn  
o n  th e  u n ifo rm s o f  th e  lea d in g  sh ip p in g  
lines.

T h e  n a u tica l c o n n e c t io n  o f  th ese  b u t 
to n s  is a p p a ren t at a  g la n ce  —  th e  c o il  o f  ro p e , th e  
a n ch o r , a n d  th e  flags fly in g  at th e  staff, a n d  a m o n g  
th em , to o , an  “ e ffigy ,”  w h ich  w ill alw ays a p p ea l to  
B riton s , that o f  “  B ritan n ia ,”  w h o , a c c o r d in g  to  the 
son g , is sa id  to  “ ru le th e  w a v es .”  In  
N o . i  w e  fin d  h er rep resen ted  in th e  
ce n tre  o f  th e  W est In d ia  a n d  P a c ific  
S t e a m s h i p  C o . ’ s 
b u t to n ; a n d  in N o .
2, a c c o m p a n ie d  by

in g  b o th  regal a n d  p ictu resq u e . T h e  lettering 
a ro u n d  d e n o te s  B ritish  In d ia  Steam  Navigation 
C o m p a n y . .

T h e  lion  ram pant, w ith th e  g lob e  and the 
cro w n , is th e  b u tton  w orn  b y  the Cunan 
lin e , a n d  is p ro b a b ly  in te n d e d  to  signify that 
th e  c o m p a n y  carry  th e  roy a l m ail, and that its 
sh ip s  travel o v e r  a  large part o f  the water 
su rface  o f  th e  g lo b e . T h e  d o u b le  V.R., with 

t h e  c r o w n  a b o v e , and  the rose, 
th istle , an d  sh a m ro ck  underneath, 
in  N o . 4, hears its ow n  title, as also 

N o s . 5 and 6. The 
P r i n c e  o f Wales’ 
feathers in the cen
tre  o f  the flag (Na

(6) Pacidc Steam N'arigatiooCo,

(fl) Orient Line.

h er fa ith fu l a tten dan t, the 
lion , w h o  h a s  t h e  w o r l d  
u n d er h is paw , she is lo o k -

7 ) is that of the 
P rin ce  line; while 
N o . 8 belongs 
th e  Orient Steam 
N a v ig a t io n  Co, 

th e  c ro w n  s ign ify in g  authority to cair 
th e  roya l m ails. N o . 9 , the New Z eakw  

S h ip p in g  C o . T h e  P en in su la r  and Orienu 
S team  N a v ig a tion  C o . (w e ll k n ow n  as theP- 
O . l in e ) is N o . 10, w h ose  d e v ic e — the risingsUl 
a b o v e  th e  a n c h o r — is e m b le m a tic  o f  the On^ 
o r  eastern  qu arter o f  the g lo b e , in which dirt*** 
th e  ships, in  th e  early day's o f  th e  com pany,"(9> New Zealand Steamship 

CO
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c o n s t a n t ly  e x t e n d i n g  t h e i r  
N o .  1 1  is  w o r n  b y

the U nion S t e a m 
ship Co., a n d  t h e  C
in the ce n tre  o f  t h e  f la g  in  N o .  1 2  b e 
longs to th e  w e ll- k n o w n  C a s t l e  l in e .  T h e  
flag of the firm  w h o  p o s s e s s  t h e  Oceanic 
is seen in N o . 1 3 , b e in g  th e  W h i t e  S t a r  l in e , 
while in N o . 1 4  w e  h a v e  t h e  A l l a n  l i n e  b u t t o n .

In N os. 15 a n d  1 6  t h e  e m b l e m  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  
name o f th e ir  r e s p e c t i v e  l in e s , t h e  A n c h o r  a n d  
the Beaver. T h e  C . S . C .  o n  t h e  la t te r  s t a n d s  fo r  
Canada S h ip p in g  C o .  N o .  1 7  b e lo n g s  t o  th e  
well-known firm  o f  T h o s .  W i ls o n ,  S o n s  &: C o . ,  
Ltd. T h e  N a t a l  l in e  o f  s t e a m e r s ’ b u t to n  
(No. 18 ) h a s  t h e  f ir m ’s  n a m e  o n  
the c ir c le ;  w h i le  L a m p o r t  &: H o l t  
have their m o n o g r a m  in  t h e  c e n t r e  
of No. 19.

The eagle , s h o w n

L l o y d ’s C o f f e e  H o u s e ,  L o n d o n ,  a  r e s o r t  o f  m e r 
c h a n t s .  T h e  k e y  is  t h e  s y m b o l  o f  th e  t o w n  o f  
B r e m e n ,  w h e r e  t h e  v e s s e ls  s a i l  fr o m , a n d  t h e  
a n c h o r  t h a t  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y .  T h e  w r e a th  is  a n  

o r n a m e n t a t io n  c o m b i n i n g  t h e  tw o  e m 
b le m s .

T h e  J a p a n e s e  c h a r a c t e r s  a b o v e  t h e  
a n c h o r  in  N o .

N i p p o n

03) White Star Line.

Y u s e n  K a i s h a . ”  T h e  E n g l is h  
o f  w h i c h  is  J a p a n  M a i l  S t e a m 
s h ip  C o . ,  L t d .  T h e  in i t ia ls  
N . Y . K .  a r e  s im p ly  a n  a b b r e -

(14) 'Allan Line.

Beaver Line.

(17) Wilton Line, Hull.

118) Natal Line.

M) Hems. Laupoit k Holt.
in  N o .  2 0 , b e lo n g s  t o  th e  
A m e r i c a n  l i n e ;  t h e  o w n e r s  
o f  t h i s  a n d  t h e  R e d  S ta r  
l i n e  b e in g  t h e  I n t e r n a t io n a l

v i a t i o n  o f  t h e  
a b o v e .

T h e  I r i s h  h a r p  
a n d  a n c h o r  in  N o .  2 3  b e lo n g  t o  th e  
w e l l - k n o w n  c r o s s  c h a n n e l  s e r v ic e  o f  

t h e  C i t y  o f  D u b l i n  S t e a m  P a c k e t  C o .
T h e  s m a ll  f la g  ( e n a m e l le d  r e d ,  w h ite , a n d  

b lu e ) ,  N o .  2 4 , is  t h e  c a p  b a d g e  w o r n  b y  t h e  
o f f ic e r s  o f  t h e  B e r g e n s k e  S t e a m s h i p  C o .  T h e  
i n i t ia ls  B . D .S .  s ta n d  fo r  t h r e e  N o r w e g i a n  w o r d s , 
“  B e r g e n s k < i D a m p s k i b s  S e l s k a b ,”  w h ic h ,  in  
E n g l i s h ,  m e a n s  B e r g e n  
S t e a m s h i p  C o .

‘g a t i o n  C o . ,
'h o s e  in itia ls  a r e  <21) North German Lloyd

below the c o d e .
It V- , 0 (22) Japan Mail Steamship Co.

‘N o rd d e u ts c h e r llo y d  ”  m e a n s  N o r t h  
«man L lo y d , N o .  2 1 — t h e  t e r m  “ L l o y d ”  i n d i c a t i n g  a  

or c o m b in a t io n  o f  m e r c h a n t s ,  o r i g in a l ly  d e r i v e d  fr o m
Vol. til,—30

(231 City of iJublm Steam 
Packet Co. -

(2i) Beigeotke Sttftttibip Co*



S k e t c h e s  b y

I .

OL D  S u b e d a r - M a jo r  N a w a b  A l i  K h a n  t h o u g h t  
fo r  a  m in u t e  o r  t w o , a n d  r e m a r k e d  :—

“ Y e s ,  s a h ib  ! T h is  b u n g a lo w  w h ic h  j o u r  
H ig h n e s s  h a s  b u i l t  is  p le a s a n t  to  lo o k  u p o n , 
a n d , d o u b t le s s ,  c o m fo r ta b le  t o  l i v e  i n ; b u t  I  
c a n  r e m e m b e r  a  t im e  w h e n  t h e  h o u s e  t h a t  s to o d  
o n  t h i s  v e r y  s p o t  w a s  red  w i t h  fla m e , a n d  t h e  
s a h i b ’s  h o rs e s  w e r e  b u r n t , t e t h e r e d  in  th e  s t a b le  
y o n d e r .”

“  H o w  w a s  t h a t  1 ”  I  a s k e d .
“ T h e  badmaashes fro m  t h e  b a z a a r  in  th e  

y e a r  o f  t h e  F o l l y .3'
H e  r e fe r r e d , o f  c o u r s e , to  t h e  M u t in y .  M a n y  

n a t i v e s  p r e fe r  t o  c a ll  i t  b y  t h i s  te r m  ; a n d  i t  
is  n o t  in a p t .

“  Y o u  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  w e ll  ? ”  *
“  W e l l ,  s a h ib  ? H o w  ca n  I  b u t  r e m e m b e r  i t  

w e l l  ? I  w a s  a  jo w d n  th e n , a n d  t h i n g s  w h ic h  
t a k e  p la c e  w h e n  t h e  m in d  is  a  c le a n  s la t e  a re  
b o u n d  t o  le a v e  s o m e  m a r k s  o n  i t s  u n s c r a t c h e d  
s u r fa c e .  I  h a d  n o t  b e e n  in  t h e  s e r v ic e  te n  y e a r s , 
a n d  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e c o m e  h a vild a r— b u t  I  t i r e  
y o u r  h o n o u r .”

I  h a s t e n e d  t o  a s s u r e  h im  t o  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  a n d  
e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  lu r e  h im  o n  t o  s p e a k  o f  h is  o w n  
d o in g s  d u r in g  t h a t  t im e , w h e n , i f  i t  w a s  n o t  
e a s y  fo r  B r i t i s h  o ffic e rs  to  k n o w  h o w  t o  a c t ,  
h o w  m u c h  m o r e  d i f f ic u lt  m u s t  i t  h a v e  b e e n  fo r  
t h o s e  n a t iv e  s o ld ie r s  w h o  w is h e d  to  r e m a in  lo y a l  
t o  t h e i r  s a l t ?

“ T h e  c o n t in g e n t ,  s a h ib , was d if fe r e n t  in  th o s e
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d a y s .  I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  o n e  b a t t a l io n  o f infantry, 
i t  c o n s is te d  o f  c a v a l r y ,  in f a n t r y ,  a n d  artillery, 
a l l  u n d e r  o n e  c o lo n e l  s a h ib . O f  co urse , we had 
n o t  m u c h  t o  d o  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r .  W e  of the 
paltan  d id  n o t  k n o w , o r  c a r e , m u c h  about the 
rissalah, o r  t h e  battri, a s  w e  h a d  o u r  ow n affairs 
t o  lo o k  a f t e r .  ’

“  M a jo r  R i v e r s  S a h ib  c o m m a n d e d  us. A  won
d e r f u l  s h o t  h e  w a s ,  to o , a n d  c o u ld  lo o k  a  charging 
t i g e r  in  t h e  f a c e  b e t t e r  th a n  a n y  m a n  I  ever saw. 
W h e n  m y  f a t h e r  b r o u g h t  m e  t o  th e  pallan to 
b e  e n l is t e d ,  h e  h a d  a t  o n c e  ta k e n  me to 
R i v e r s  S a h i b — h e  w a s  a  l ie u t e n a n t  then, and 
a d ju t a n t  o f  t h e  i n f a n t r y — a n d  p re se n te d  me to 
th e  s o n  o f  h is  o ld  c o m m a n d in g  officer.

“  I t  w a s  a  g r e a t  t h i n g  f o r  m e  to  have this 
c la im  o n  t h e  s a h ib ’s  n o t ic e . A t  spare times 
h e  m a d e  a  p o i n t  o f  t a k i n g  m e  w ith  him on 
h i s  s h o o t in g  e x p e d it io n s ,  a n d  in  th a t  way I 
le a r n t  t o  k n o w  e v e r y  in c h  o f  th e  surrounding 
c o u n tr y .

“  B y - a n d - b y e ,  w h e n  I  h a d  b e e n  dism issed mf 
r e c r u i t ’s  d r i l l ,  a n d  h a d  g o t  a  l i t t le  sense and 
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h in g s ,  I  b e c a m e  R iv e r s  Sahrn3 
o r d e r ly . I  w a s  y o u n g  fo r  t h e  p o s itio n , and tb» 
c a u s e d  s o m e  j e a l o u s y  a m o n g  th e  o ld e r Sepoy5- 
O n e  e s p e c ia l ly ,  F a k i r  M o h a m m e d  K h a n , was very 
w r o t h  t h a t  I ,  a  m e r e  c h ild  in  h is  e y e s , should 
p r e fe r r e d  t o  h im , w h o  h a d  f i f t e e n  y e a rs ’ seru* 
a n d  m u c h  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  w o r ld . F ° r . 13 
r e a s o n  F a k i r  M o h a im iie d  t r ie d  to  g e t  me>n ° 
t r o u b le  in  e v e r y  w a y  h e  c o u ld .
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“ On one o cca s io n  ho s t o le  a  tulw ar  fr o m  a  m a n  
of my company, b r o k e  in t o  m y  house, w h i l s t  I  w a s  

an,i Im iiu d  i t  in  t h e  e a r t h e n  Moor. I  w a s  
accused of th e  th e f t ,  a n d  t h e  s w o r d  w a s  fo u n d  in 
die floor of m y  h o u s e . H o w e v e r ,  s a h ib , m y  
innocence w as p r o v e d , t h e  g u i l t  w a s  b r o u g h t  h o m e  
tn the rig h t p e rso n , a n d  F a k i r  M o h a m m e d  w a s  
dismissed”  ho re g im e n t.

“ In course o f t im e  I  w a s  p r o m o te d  t o  b e  a  n o n 
commissioned o ffice r, a n d  th e n  m y  d u t ie s  p r e v e n te d  

|V being the s a h ib ’s o r d e r ly .  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  I  w a s  
still a good d e a l w i t h  h im , a n d  a lw a y s  t o o k  c o m 
mand of th e b e a te r s  in  h is  t i g e r  s h o o ts . O n  o n e  
of these o cca sio n s  th e  s a h ib  h a d  s a v e d  m y  l i fe ,  
and that in cre a se d  m y  a ffe c t io n  fo r  h im , i f  i t  c o u ld  
be increased.

.Soon a fte r  t h is  e v e n t  H i v e r s  S a h ib  w e n t  o n  
leave to E n g la n d . W h i ls t  a w a y  lie  w a s  p r o m o te d  
major, and w h e n  h e  r e tu r n e d  h e  h a d  m a r r ie d , a n d  
brought a b e a u t if u l  y o u n g  E n g l is h  m e m - s a h ib  
back w ith h im . B u t  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  F o l l y  w e r e  
at hand, and m a tte r s  w e r e  g o in g  c r o o k e d ly .

“ The S e p o ys  h a d  s e c r e t  m e e t in g s  a m o n g  t h e m 
selves, and b e c a m e  i n s o le n t  in  t h e i r  b e a r in g  t o  th e  
English officers. .Som e o f  u s , w h o  w e r e  lo y a l,  
bided our tim e  a n d  
w a tc h e d . W h a t  
could we do? M e n ’s  
hearts w ere fille d  
with m adness, a n d  
all O u d e  a n d  
Bundelkhand w e re  
in the h an d s o f 
the insurgents.

U n fo rtu n a te ly  
for us, th e n a t iv e  
officers w ere a l l  
bad, or p e rh a p s 
thaitun had sea le d  
them for his o w n .
They lied, and to ld  
the s a h i b s  t h e y  
w e  l o y a l ,  a n d  
would control th e  
men.

“ One m o rn in g  
there was a p a ra d e  
of all the fo rce .
The colonel s a h ib  
fold them th a t  h e  
marked th eir d is 
satisfied b e a rin g , 
and had heard o f  
secret m e e t i n g s .
After parade a ll  
foe native o fficers 
came forward o f 
fheir own acco rd .

T h e y  s w o r e  t h e y  w e r e  tr u e , a n d  t o o k  t h e  m o 3 l 
s o le m n  o a th s  t h a t  n o  h a r m  s h o u ld  r e a c h  a n y  o f  t h e  
E u r o p e a n s  in  th e  s ta t io n . T h o s e  o a t h s  t h e y  to o k ,  
e v e r y  m a n  o n  t h a t  w h ic h  h is  c a s te  h e ld  m o s t  d e a r . 
F o r s o o th , t h e y  w e r e  m a d — o r w o u ld  t h e y  e v e r  
t h u s  h a v e  b la s t e d  t h e i r  s o u ls  ?

“  T h a t  e v e n in g  I  h a p p e n e d  to  g o  t o  a  g r o v e  
o f  p a lm  tr e e s , a n  u n fr e q u e n te d  s p o t  s o m e  d is t a n c e  
fr o m  t h e  r e g im e n t a l  l in e s . A s  I  w a s  in  t h e  m id s t  
o f  th e  tope I  h e a r d  v o ic e s  a n d  fo o t s t e p s  a p p ro a c h *  
in g . I  r e m a in e d  q u ie t  a n d  l is te n e d . I  r e c o g n is e d  
s e v e r a l  v o ic e s , a n d  a m o n g s t  t h e m  t h a t  o f  t h e  
s u b e d a r - tn a jo r , w h o  a n g r i ly  t o ld  t h e  o th e r s  to  b e  
m o r e  q u ie t  i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t h e  E n g l is h  
o ffic e rs  t o  h e a r  o f  t h e i r  m e e t in g . S e n t r ie s  w e r e  
t h e n  t o ld  o f f  t o  g i v e  w a r n in g  o f  a n y h c d y ‘3 
a p p r o a c h .

“  I  c a n  t e l l  y o u ,  s a h ib , I  la y  s t i l l ,  s c a r c e  d a r i n g  
to  b r e a th e . M y  p o s it io n  w a s  h o r r ib le . T h e  m e n  
I  w a s  t ie d  t o  b y  r a c e  a n d  r e l ig io n  w e r e  t h e r e  t o  
p lo t  t h e  d e s tr u c t io n  o f  m y  f r ie n d s  a n d  b e n e fa c to r s . 
S a h ib  ! y o u  h a v e  a  p r o v e r b , ‘  B lo o d  is  t h i c k e r  
th a n  w a t e r . ’ F o r  o n e  m o m e n t  I  h e s it a t e d ,  t h e n , 
s e t t i n g  m y  t e e t h ,  I  c r o u c h e d  d o w n  t o  h e a r  a l l  i  
c o u ld .

“ B Y  TH E BEARD OP TH E PROPHET, 
, BUT I RECOGNISED THAT VOICE, 

THOUGH I HAD NOT HEARD IT 
POR SIX TEARS ! IT WAS FA1UU 
MOHAMMED KHAN.”
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“ S e v e r a l  m e n  s p o k e . O n e  w a s  f o r  r is in g  t h a t  
n i g h t ; b u t  a n o th e r , m o r e  c a u t io u s , s a id  th e  
bandobust w a s  n o t  c o m p le te .

“ ‘ W h a t  w a s  t h e  g o o d  o f  r is in g ,’ s a id  h e , ‘ i f  t h e y  
h a d  n o  r e g u la r  s y s t e m  ? T h e  r o a d s  fr o m  t h e  
s t a t io n  w e r e  a l l  o p e n , a n d  m a n y  w o u l d  e s c a p e . 
N o ! L e t  t h e m  w a i t  t i l l  t h e  m o r r o w . T h e n , 
h a v in g  c lo s e d  t h e  ro a d s , t h e  m o r n in g ’s  w o r k  b e in g  
d o n e  a n d  t h e  s a h ib s  s le e p in g  t h e ir  m id - d a y  s le e p , 
l e t  th e m  r is e  l i k e  a  r a in - f e d  t o r r e n t  a n d  s w e e p  t h e  
a c c u r s e d  w h i t e  m a n  fr o m  t h e  fa c e  o f  t h e  e a r th .’

“ O n e  f e l l o w  a s k e d  w h a t  w a s  to  b e  d o n e  w i t h  
th e  c h ild r e n  a n d  t h e  w o m e n .

“  ‘ K i l l  t h e m  ! K i l l  t h e m  ! ’ w a s  t h e  a n s w e r .
‘ T h e  s p a w n  o f  S a t a n  ; t h e  b r a z e n  h u s s ie s ,  w h o  g o  
a b o u t  s h a m e le s s ly  w i t h  fa c e  u n c o v e r e d ! T o  k i l l  
t h e  s e r p e n t  a n d  t o  s p a r e  i t s  y o u n g — t o  q u e n c h  t h e  
f ir e  a n d  t o  l e a v e  th e  s p a r k — is  a  fo o l 's  w o r k . ’ ’’

“  B y  t h e  b e a r d  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t ,  b u t  I  r e c o g n is e d  
t h a t  v o ic e , t h o u g h  I  h a d  n o t  h e a r d  i t  f o r  s ix  y e a r s ! 
I t  w a s  F a k i r  M o h a m m e d  K h a n ,  c o m e  fr o m  I  k n o w  
n o t  w h e r e .

“ U l t i m a t e l y  t h e y  m a d e  t h e i r  p la n s . A r m e d  
p a r t ie s  w e r e  t o  s l ip  q u ie t ly  a w a y  a n d  t a k e  u p  
t h e i r  p o s i t io n s  b y  n o o n  o n  t h e  d i f fe r e n t  r o a d s  ; 
t h e n ,  o n  t h e  s ig n a l  o f  t h e  t w e l v e  o ’c lo c k  g u n , e a c h  
b u n g a lo w  w a s  t o  b e  a t t a c k e d  s im u lt a n e o u s ly ,  
w h i l s t  a  s e p a r a t e  p a r t y  w a s  t o  k e e p  th o s e  w h o  
w e r e  s u p p o s e d  to  b e  w e l l  in c lin e d  a w a y  fr o m  t h e  
f r a y .

“ I  g a s p e d  w i t h  c h o k i n g  h o r r o r ;  t h e  s w e a t  ra n  
o f f  m e  in  s tr e a m s , a n d  e a c h  b e a t  o f  m y  h e a r t  
s e e m e d  l i k e  t h e  d i s t a n t  r e p o r t  o f  a  h e a v y  g u n .

“ A t  l a s t  t h e  m e e t in g  d is p e r s e d , a n d  th e  m e n  
r e tu r n e d  s i l e n t l y  b y  o n e s  a n d  tw o s  t o  th e  l in e s . 
F o r  lo n g  I  d i d  n o t  d a r e  t o  s t i r ,  l e s t  s o m e  c h a n c e  
la g g a r d  h a d  r e m a in e d  b e h in d . T h e n ,  r a is in g  
m y s e l f  w i t h  d i f f ic u lt y ,  f o r  I  w a s  s t i f f  a n d  c r a m p e d  
fr o m  m y  s t r a in e d  p o s it io n ,  I  s i l e n t l y  a n d  c a u t io u s ly  
m a d e  m y  w a y  fr o m  t h e  tope. W i t h o u t  b e in g  s e e n  
I  c a m e  t o  t h e  h e d g e  o f  t h e  m a jo r  s a h ib ’s  c o m 
p o u n d , w h e n c e  I  c r a w le d  a lo n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  h o u s  
t i l l  I  h e a r d  t h e  h o a r s e  c o u g h  o f  t h e  chowkidar.

“  T h e  m a n  ro s e  u p  fr o m  t h e  p l i n t h  o n  w h ic h  
h e  h a d  b e e n  s i t t in g ,  a n d  I  m a d e  u p  m y  m in d  
t h a t  h e  h a d  s e e n  m e. N o . B y  t h e  G r a c e  o f  th e  
A l l - P o w e r f u l  h e  w a s  o n ly  m o v in g  t o  t h e  o th e r  
s id e  o f  t h e  b u n g a lo w , w h e r e  I  f o l lo w e d  t o  s e e  
w h a t  h e  w a s  a b o u t , a n d  s a w  t h e  o ld  r a s c a l r o l l  
h im s e lf  u p  in  a  p i le  o f  b e d d in g  a n d  g o  o f f  to  s le e p . 
T h e n  I  c a u t io u s l y  r o u s e d  t h e  m a jo r  s a h ib  a n d  t o ld  
h im  w h a t  t h e  p la n s  o f  th e  m u t in e e r s  w e re .

“ ‘ H o w  m a n y  m e n  w i l l  s ta n d  b y  u s ? ’ h e  d e 
m a n d e d .

“  I  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  t h e  E u r a s ia n  d r u m m e r s , s o m e  
f o u r t e e n  in  n u m b e r , a n d  a b o u t  s ix t e e n  o f  t h e  m e n  
w e r e  s a f e .  H e  t h o u g h t  a  b i t ,  g la n c e d  a t  h is  s le e p 
i n g  w ife ,  a n d  s a id  :—

“  ‘  W i t h  e ig h t e e n  o f  u s  E n g l is h  i t  makes on 
a  t o t a l  o f  n e a r ly  f i f t y  f ig h t in g  m e n . W e must 
s u r p r is e  t h e  m u t in e e r s  b e fo r e  t h e y  c a n  g e t  to tieir 
a r m s , a n d  s o  q u e ll  th e m .’

“ ‘ Y e s ,  s a h i b !  B u t  w h a t  c a n  f i f t y  do against 
t w e l v e  h u n d r e d , b a c k e d  u p  b y  a ll  t h e  badnuuuka 
o f  t h e  b a z a a r  ? T h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  o u r  p a rty  would 
o n ly  g i v e  t h e  a la r m  a n d  h u r r y  o n  th e  outbreak. 
B e s id e s , w h a t  w o u ld  b e c o m e  o f  t h e  ladies and 
c h ild r e n , w i t h  a l l  t h e  s a h ib s  a w a y  from  them? 
T h e i r  o n ly  c h a n c e  o f  s a f e t y  is  f l ig h t . ’

“ A f t e r  a  p a u s e  h e  a g r e e d . ‘ Y o u  are right, 
h a v ild a r l ’ h e  s a id . ‘ W e  m u s t  c o lle c t  all the 
w o m e n  a n d  c h ild r e n  o u t s id e  t h e  s ta t io n , leave a 
s t r o n g  g u a r d  to  p r o t e c t  t h e m  o n  t h e  m arch, whilst 
s o m e  o f  u s  g o  a n d  t r y  t o  b r i n g  th e  Sepoys to 
r e a s o n . H e r e  is  a  p a s s  k e y  f o r  a l l  th e  bells ol 
a r m s . D o  y o u  g o  r o u n d  t h e m  a n d  g e t  as many 
m u s k e t s  a n d  a s  m u c h  a m m u n it io n  a s  you can. 
C a r r y  t h e m  to  t h e  o ld  t e m p le  b e y o n d  the river, 
a n d  t e l l  t h e  m e n  y o u  t r u s t  t o  m e e t  a t  that spot 
b e fo r e  e i g h t  o ’c lo c k  to - m o r r o w  m o rn in g . I will 
w a r n  t h e  s a h ib - ld g .’

“  I  w e n t  to w a r d s  t h e  b u i ld i n g  w h ic h  contained 
t h e  a r m s  o f  N o . 1 C o m p a n y , a s  i t  w a s  situated 
f u r t h e s t  f r o m  t h e  g u a r d . N o  g o o d  ! T h e  man in 
c h a r g e  o f  i t  w a s  l y i n g  o n  h is  m a t  a c ro ss  the front 
o f  t h e  d o o r , a n d , fr o m  h is  u n e a s y  s t ir r in g , seemed 
t o  b e  a w a k e .  ‘  I ’ l l  g o  r o u n d  th e m  a l l , ’ I  thought, 
‘ b e fo r e  I  d e c id e  w h ic h  o n e  t o  tr y . ’ No. 3 

C o m p a n y , k6 te— n o b o d y  o u t s id e  a n d  a l l  dark and 
q u ie t  w i t h in .  P u t t i n g  t h e  k e y  in t o  the lock, I 
g e n t l y  c o m m e n c e d  t o  tu r n  it .  T h e  lo c k  creaked 
a n d  s o m e o n e  s t i r r e d  i n s i d e ; I  rem ain ed  quite 
s t i l l .  T h e  o c c u p a n t  s e e m e d  to  s e t t le  down again, 
so  I  l e t  t h e  b o l t  s l id e  g e n t l y  b a c k — waited n 
m o m e n t  t o  h e a r  i f  th e r e  w a s  a n y  m o r e  movement, 
a n d  th e n  c r e p t  a w a y .

“  N o .  4  C o m p a n y  k6te  w a s  w it h in  th irty  yards 
o f  t h e  q u a r t e r  g u a r d  s e n t r y  ; so  I  h a d  to be very 
c a r e fu l .  H a l f - w a y  t o  i t  I  w a s  u n d e r  c o v e r of a  large 
p e e p u l t r e e . T h e  s e n t r y  c h a lle n g e d , ‘ H a lt!  Vho 
om e d a r V

“ T h e  v o ic e  o f  a  b o y  c o m in g  fro m  the direc
t io n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  l in e s  a n s w e r e d . He came 
fo r w a r d  a n d  s a id  h e  w a s  t h e  s o n  o f  the colour- 
m a n  o f  N o . 4 C o m p a n y ;  h is  m o th e r  had bee1 
t a k e n  v e r y  i l l ,  s o  h e  h a d  c o m e  to  call ho 
fa t h e r .

“  * B oh u t ackha !  ’ T h e  b o y  ro u s e d  th e colour-
m a n , w h o , a f t e r  c a r e f u l l y  l o c k in g  th e  door, went 
o f f  w i t h  t h e  u r c h in .

“  H a l f  p a s t  t w e l v e ,  a n d  I  s h o u ld  probably 
n o  o n e  t o  f e a r  b u t  th e  s e n t r y  t i l l  tw o  o’clock) 
w h ic h  t i m e  th e  r e l ie fs  w o u ld  b e  paraded in if011 
o f  t h e  g u a r d - r o o m . ,

“  I  c o v e r e d  k e y  a n d  k e y h o le  w it h  th e clow 
m y  g a r m e n t s  t o  d e a d e n  t h e  s o u n d , a n d  turned
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lock. I t  w o rked  e a s i ly  ; I  o p e n e d  tire  d o o r  a n d  
'vent in.

“ It would n o t d o  t o  t a k e  th e  m u s k e ts  in  u s e ;  
they would h a v e  b e e n  m is s e d  fir s t  t h i n g  in  th e  
morning. L u c k i ly ,  in  t w o  la r g e  c h e s ts  t h e  s p a r e  
weapons w ere s to re d , a n d  a ls o  th e  s p a r e  a r m s  o f  

1 another com pany w h ic h  w a s  o n  d e t a c h m e n t  d u t y .  
I  calculated I  c o u ld  c a r r y  a b o u t  te n  a t  a  t im e , 
with their b a y o n e ts , a n d  a ls o  a  c e r t a in  a m o u n t  
of ammunition. T w o  j o u r n e y s — i f  I  c o u ld  m a k e  
them— would g iv e  u s  t w e n t y  s ta n d  o f  a rm s. 

“ C la n g ! T h e  q u a r te r  g o n g  s t r u c k  o n e .
“ The tem ple w a s  t w o  m ile s  a w a y , a n d  I  

calculated th a t I  s h o u ld  b e  b a c k  so o n  a f t e r  th e  
| reliefs had been m ad e.

“ I deposited th e  a r m s  a n d  r e tu r n e d . H a l f  a  
'®. r̂oru the lin e s  I  h e a r d  t h 3  g o n g  s t r i k e  tw o .

ould the co lo u r-m a n  b e  b a c k  a t  h is  p o s t  7 N o , 
■  was u o t ; a n d  m y  s e c o n d  j o u r n e y  w a s  a s  
(successful as th e  first.
L   ̂l.lartd M° t  m a k e  a  t h ir d  a t t e m p t ,  a s  i t  w a s  
t  / i  ° Ur w *'en * r e tu r n e d . I  w e n t  to  m y  h o u s e  
V  1 tjowni t(0 a p p e a r  a s  i f  I  h a d  b e e n  t h e r e  a l l  
' 1 t h  ^ °°n ^ Iere w a s  a  g e n e r a l  s t i r  in  t h e  l in e s  ; 
C  e ®en tu rn e d  o u t, a n d  I  t o o k  a n  o p p o r t u n it y  
!n0 to tw o  o f  m y  fr ie n d s , a n d  a s k e d  th e m  

J'&ss the in fo rm a tio n  o n  t o  o th e rs . I t  m ig h t  
runyCaUS€̂  susp ic io n  h a d  I  b e e n  s e e n  t a l k i n g  to

r Slx 0 c lo c k  th e  w h o le  c o rp s  p a r a d e d . S o  
pot b C0UH SGR’ t ^e l ° ss  o f  t i ie  s p a r e  a r m s  h a d  
r  een noticed, n o r m y  a b s e n c e  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r

p a r t  o f  th e  n i g h t  o b s e r v e d . I  h a d  s e e n  t h e  m a jo r  
s a h ib  r id e  b a c k  t o  h is  b u n g a lo w  a  q u a r te r  o f  a n  
h o u r  b e fo r e  p a r a d e , b u t  a t  th e  t im e  w e  fe l l  in  
h e  w a s  p r e s e n t  o n  h is  b ig  b la c k  c h a r g e r , lo o k in g  
q u it e  u n c o n c e r n e d .

“ W h e n  p a r a d e  w a s  o v e r  I to o k  s o m e  c o m p a n y  
a c c o u n ts , a s  a n  e x c u s e  fo r  g e t t i n g  n e a r  h im . H e  
to ld  m e  h e  h a d  w a r n e d  a l l  t h e  s a h ib s , a n d  t h a t  
e v e r y t h i n g  h a d  b e e n  a r r a n g e d . T h e n  I  w e n t  t o  
t h e  o ld  te m p le , a n d  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  a r r iv e . 
P r e s e n t ly  o n e  o f  t h e  o ffic e rs  o f  t h e  r e g im e n t  c a m e , 
s h o r t ly  fo l lo w e d  b y  o n e  o r  t w o  c iv i l  s a h ib s  a n d  
s o m e  o f  m y  f r ie n d s  ; in  h a l f  a n  h o u r  a l l  th e  la d ie s , 
c h ild r e n , a n d  f a i t h f u l  S e p o y s  h a d  c o lle c te d . W e  
p la c e d  t h e  h e lp le s s  o n e s  in  t h e  c e n t r e  a n d  s e t  
o f f  o n  o u r  w a y .  W e  m ight  b e  c u t  u p , b u t  s t i l i  
w e  h a d  a  f a i r l y  g o o d  c h a n c e  o f  e s c a p in g . N o  n e w s  
o f  o u r  f l ig h t  h a d  th e n  r e a c h e d  t h e  m u t in e e r s ;  
t h e  f a i t h f u l  S e p o y s  a n d  E u r a s ia n  d r u m m e r s  h a d  
j o i n e d  u s  so  w a r i l y  t h a t  n o  a la r m  h a d  b e e n  g iv e n , 
a n d , a s  t h e  s a h ib - lo g  h a d  t a k e n  c a r e  t o  r id e  o r  
d r iv e  o u t  o f  t h e  s ta t io n  in  d i f fe r e n t  d ir e c t io n s  
b e fo r e  c o m in g  b y  c ir c u it o u s  r o u t e s  to  th e  s a m e  
s j)o t, n o  r e m a r k  w a s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  m a d e  o n  a c c o u n t  
o f  t h e ir  g o i n g  o u t  in  t h e  e a r ly  m o r n in g  to  e a t  th e  
fr e s h  a ir . Y o u  m a y  b e  s u r e  t h e  saices w e r e  
c a r e f u l l y  lo o k e d  a f te r ,  le s t  a n y  s h o u ld  e s c a p e  to  
w a r n  o u r  e n e m ie s . F o r  s o m e  h o u r s  w e  jo u r n e y e d  
o n . T h e  c o lo n e l, t h e  m a jo r  s a h ib , a n d  th r e e  o th e r  
o ffic e rs  h a d  r e m a in e d  b e h in d  t o  d o  w h a t  t h e y  
c o u ld  w it h  t h e  c o n t i n g e n t ; i f  th e  w o r s t  h a p p e n e d  
t h e y  w e r e  to  r id e  a n d  c a t c h  u s  u p .
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“  T im e  w e n t  b y  ; o u r  u n e a s in e s s  o n  t b e ir  a c c o u n t  
in c r e a s e d . S u d d e n ly  w e  h e a r d  t h e  g a l lo p in g  o f  
h o r s e s , a n d  th r e e  s a h ib s  a p p e a r e d , p u r s u e d  b y  
s o m e  h u n d r e d  o f  t h e  m u t in o u s  c a v a lr y .  W e  w e r e  
q u it e  h id d e n , a n d  t h e  s a h ib s  g a l lo p e d  r ig h t  a m o n g s t  
u s  b e fo r e  t h e y  k n e w  o u r  e x a c t  p o s it io n  ; t h e n  w e  
t u r n e d  o u r  a t t e n t io n  to  t h e  p u r s u e r s . O n  t h e y  
c a m e , a l l  t o g e t h e r ,  ig n o r a n t  o f  th e  t r a p  t h e y  w e r e  
r u n n in g  in to . O n e  y o u n g  d r u m m e r  h a d , in  th e  
e x c it e m e n t ,  p o in t e d  h is  m u s k e t  w i t h o u t  a n y  o rd e r . 
A  s a h ib  n e x t  h im  p u t  o n e  h a n d  o v e r  th e  n ip p le , 
a n d  s m o te  h im  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  w i t h  t h e  o th e r , 
C r a s h  ! T h i r t y  y a r d s  a w a y  w e  f ir e d  a  v o l l e y  
r i g h t  a t  th e m . D o w n  w e n t  h o r s e s  a n d  r id e r s  
in  m a d  c o n fu s io n . B e f o r e  t h e y  c o u ld  r e c o v e r  
t h e m s e lv e s  w e  s e n t  a n o t h e r  in t o  th e m , f o r  w e  
h a d  r e s e r v e d  h a l f  o u r  fire , a n d  t h a t  c o m p le te d  
t h e i r  r o u t . W h e e l in g  r o u n d , th e  s u r v iv i n g  h o r s e 
m e n  m a d e  o ff. T h e  w i n g s  o f  f e a r  to o k  th e m  
b a c k  s w i f t e r  t h a n  t h e  w in g s  o f  h a t e  h a d  b r o u g h t  
th e m .

“  O n l y  t h r e e  o ffic e rs  ! W h e r e  w e r e  t h e  o th e r  
t w o  1

“  W e  c r o w d e d  r o u n d  t h e  s u r v iv o r s  to  le a r n  th e  
f a t e  o f  t h e  o th e r s . T h e y  h u r r ie d ly  to ld  u s , a n d  
a f t e r w a r d s  I  h e a r d  t h e  w h o le  s to r y .

“  T o  p u t  i t  s h o r t ly ,  t h e  f iv e  o ffic e rs  h a d  s to p p e d  
in  t h e  l in e s  t i l l  t e n ,  b y  w h ic h  t i m e  t h e y  h o p e d  
t h a t  t h e  c o lu m n  w o u ld  b e  w e l l  a w a y  fr o m  th e  
s t a t io n . T h e n , m o u n t in g  t h e i r  h o r s e s , t h e y  h a d  
c a u s e d  t h e  * A s s e m b l y  ’ to  b e  s o u n d e d , a n d  s u r 
p r is e d  th e  m e n  b y  p a r a d i n g  th e m  a g a i n — b u t  th is  
t im e  w i t h o u t  a r m s ,

“  W h e n  fo r m e d  u p , t h e  c o lo n e l s a h ib  t o ld  th e m  
h e  k n e w  o f  t h e i r  i n t e n d e d  t r e a c h e r y ,  a n d  c a lle d  
t h e  s u b e d a r - m a jo r  o u t  t o  t h e  fr o n t .  T h e r e  a n d  
th e n  h e  h a d  s h o t  h im  w i t h  h is  o w n  h a n d , w h i ls t  
t h e  o th e r  o ffic e rs  c a l le d  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  s h o o t  
d o w n  a n y  m a n  w h o  l e f t  t h e  r a n k s . M e a n w h i le  t h e  
q u a r t e r - g u a r d  h a d  h e a r d  t h e  s h o t  b y  w h ic h  t h e  
s u b e d a r - m a jo r  f e l l ,  a n d , t a k i n g  t h e i r  a r m s , h a d  
r e a c h e d  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  p a r a d e  g r o u n d  u n 
o b s e r v e d . T h e y  f ir e d , a n d  t h e  c o lo n e l  d r o p p e d  
fr o m  h is  h o rs e .

“  I n  a  m o m e n t  a l l  w a s  c o n fu s io n  ; t h e  r a n k s  
w e r e  b r o k e n , a n d  t h e  m e n  r u s h e d  f o r  t h e ir  
w e a p o n s . T h e  o ff ic e r s  g a l lo p e d  t o  t h e ir  f a l le n  
c h ie f ,  a n d  t w o  o f  t h e m  l i f t e d  h im  u p . T h e n , 
c h a r g in g  t h r o u g h  t h e  m o b , t h e y  m a d e  o f f  a t  a  
h a n d  g a l lo p  a s  s h o t s  b e g a n  t o  w h i s t le  o v e r  th e m . 
A c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  t h e y  p u l le d  u p  ; t h e  c o lo n e l s a h ib  
w a s  q u i t s  d e a d , a n d  t w o  o f  th e m  h a d  s e v e r e  fle sh  
w o u n d s .

“ B y  t h i s  t im e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  c a v a lr y  w e r e  in  
p u r s u it ,  s o  t h e y  h a d  t o  le a v e  t h e ir  d e a d  c o m r a d e  
a n d  c o n t in u e  t h e i r  f l ig h t .  ,

“ H o w  i t  h a p p e n e d  n o n e  o f  t h e m  k n e w , b u t  
t h o u g h  R i v e r s  S a h i b  h a d  b e e n  w i t h  t h e m  m o s t

o f  t h e  w a y , h e  h a d  b e e n  m is s e d  so m e  three 
fo u r  m ile s  b e fo r e  t h e y  j o i n e d  u s, a n d  th e  pursuing 
c a v a l r y  h a d  p r e v e n te d  t h e ir  t u r n in g  b a ck  to loot 
fo r  h im .

“  H a d  m y  s e r v ic e  b e e n  in  v a in  1 H a d  the sahib, 
f o r  w h o m  I  h a d  r is k e d  m y  li fe , p e r ish e d ?

“ B u t  o u r  s m a ll  p a r t y  h ad  t o  p u s h  o n ; we'migit 
b e  a t t a c k e d  a g a in , a n d  i t  w a s  n e c e ss a ry  to go« 
f a r  a s  w e  c o u ld  o n  t h is  t h e  f ir s t  d a y  o f  our flight. 
T h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  m a jo r  s a h ib , a lo n e  and want
in g  h e lp , t r o u b le d  m e . A t  la s t  I  m a d e  m y plans, 
b u t  d i d  n o t  t e l l  a n y o n e  o f  th e m , b e ca u se  I feaied 
t h e  c h a n c e  e s c a p e  o f  a n y  o f  th e  serv a n ts  might 
c a u s e  n e w s  o f  m e  t o  b e  t a k e n  to  t h e  mutineers. 
I  d r o p p e d  b e h in d  a  b i t ,  a n d  th e n  s lip p e d  into the 
j u n g l e  a t  t h e  r o a d s i d e ;  t h e  l i t t l e  column got 
f u r t h e r  a n d  f u r t h e r  a w a y ,  t i l l  I  lo s t  s ig h t of them 
in  t h e  d is ta n c e . I  t o o k  o f f  m y  uniform , and, 
a r r a n g in g  in y  u n d e r c lo t h in g  l ik e  t h a t  o f a  poor 
a g r i c u l t u r i s t ,  t u r n e d  t o  g o  b a c k . I  retraced ai 
f a r  a s  I  c o u ld  t h e  t r a c k  t a k e n  b y  th e  officers in 
t h e i r  f l ig h t .  I n  t h i s  w a y  I  c a m e  to  a  deep nullah, 
w h ic h  t h e y  h a d  c r o s s e d , a n d  s a w  th e  marks of 
h o r s e s ’ h o o fs  w h e r e  m e n  h a d  r id d e n  down one 
b a n k  a n d  u p  t h e  o th e r . A w a y  to  th e  le ft  was a 
c h a t t e r i n g  a n d  s c r e a m in g , a s  o f  fo u l  birds over 
t h e ir  p r e y . I  w e n t  to w a r d s  th e  n o ise . First one 
g r e a t  b a ld - h e a d e d  v u l t u r e ,  a n d  th e n  another, got 
u p , l a z i ly  f la p p in g  t h e i r  w in g s , flew  a short 
d is t a n c e ,  a n d  c a m e  d o w n  ; th e  e x e rtio n  was too 
m u c h  f o r  t h e ir  g o r g e d  s to m a c h s .

“ I n  t h e  m id d le  o f  a  s e e t h in g  m a s s  o f quarrelling 
b ir d s  I  fo u n d  a  b l a c k  h o r s e . I t  w a s  the major 
s a h ib ’s , b u t  t h e r e  w a 3 n o  s ig n  o f  a n y  m an about 
I n  le a p in g  th e  n u l la h  t h e  h o rs e  h a d  evidently 
j u m p e d  s h o r t ,  d r o p p in g  i t s  h in d  legs into the 
n u l la h ,  a n d  b r o k e n  i t s  b a c k . T h e  reb els  had not 
d is t u r b e d  i t ; b r id le  a n d  s a d d le  w e re  a ll complete. 
E v i d e n t l y  t h e  s a h ib  h a d  g o t  a w a y  fro m  there.

“  S o m e  l i t t l e  w a y  o n  I  c a m e  to  th e  wretched but 
o f  a  G w a la ,  w h o  h a d  t a k e n  h is  c a t t le  out of the 
s t a t i o n  t o  s e a r c h  fo r  t h e  s c a n t y  grass. I saf  
s o m e t h in g  s h in i n g — it  w a s  a  s p u r  w itli a  broken 
s tr a p . E v i d e n t l y  t h e  s a h ib  h a d  co m e here after 
h is  f a l l ,  a n d  h a d  b e e n  b e fr ie n d e d  b y  a  cow-keeper- 
H a s t i l y  g o in g  i n t o  t h e  h u t ,  I  fo u n d  a uniform 
h id d e n  u n d e r  a  c h n r p o y . Y e s  ! th e  s a h i b ’s  chance 
o f  s a f e t y  w a s  g o o d ; d o u b t le s s  h e  w as making 
a c r o s s  c o u n t r y  in  d is g u is e , m o u n te d  upon the pony 
o f  t h e  o ld  m a n , w h o  r e g a r d e d  m e  w ith  evident 
fe a r . N o w  i t  w a s  t im e  t o  lo o k  a f t e r  myself-

“  I  s e t  o f f  t o  t r y  a n d  c a t c h  u p  th e  little  colt®11' 
f e e l in g  l ig h t - h e a r t e d  a n d  h a p p y . I  did  not f^  
c a p tu r e . G o d  h a d  p r o te c t e d  m e  so far, *  ■ 
s h o u ld  H e  n o t  c o n t in u e  H i s  c a r e  o v er me?

“  P e r h a p s  I  d id  n o t  U3e p r o p e r  precaution,
I  w a s  g e t t i n g  v e r y  w e a r y .  A t  a n y  rate, ton 
e v e n in g  I  w a lk e d  s t r a i g h t  in to  a  party of
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bels I was i t i z e d  a n d  d is a r m e d  in  a  m o m e n t. 
Forced to w alk  b a c k , I  c o u ld  s c a r c e  d r a g  o n e  le g  
after the other.

“ Darkness h a d  s e t  in  w h e n  w e  a r r iv e d  a t  th e  
station. I re m e m b e r p a s s in g  t h e  b u n g a lo w  w h ic h  
stood on this v e r y  s p o t. A l l  t h e  t h i e v e s  a n d  had

es from th e  b a z a a r  h a d  lo o t e d  it ,  a n d  n o w  
he thatched ro o f w a s  '

flames, w h ich  l i t  u p  
„ sea of a n g ry  fa c e s .
Amid all the u p ro a r th e  
screams of th e u n fo r tu 
nate horses, b u rn in g  in  

ii stable, rose lo u d  
and shrill, w h ils t  t h e  
crazy devils la u g h e d  
to see their s tru g g le s .
One Arab s ta llio n , i t s  
mane and ta il a b la z e , 
jroke loose, an d  d a s h e d  
irough t h e  p a c k e d  

hrong, u p settin g  th e m  
to right and le ft .

“ A t the lin es 
they held a so rt o f 
court-m artial. I t  
came out th a t I  
w a s  s u s 
p e c t e d  of 
l a v i n g  
warned the 
sahibs, and 
of h a v i n g  
stolen th e  
mu s k e t s .
They had, in 
truth , no 
e v i d e n  c e 
against me, 
but F a k i r  
Mohammed,

°ld enem y, w a s  th e r e , a n d  s e e m e d  t o  le a d  
them by the n o s e ; b e s id e s , t h e y  w e r e  a l l  m a d  

ith rage a t th e  m is c a r r ia g e  o f  t h e ir  p la n s . I  
Vti condemned to  b e  h a n g e d  n e x t  m o r n in g .

That hound. F a k ir  M o h a m m e d , o b t a in e d  p e r 
fusion to be one o f th o s e  s e t  t o  g u a r d  m e  d u r in g  

e night; and , l i ke  t h e  b a s e  c u r  h e  w a s , s e t  
"°rk  to je e r  a n d  g ib e  a t  a  b o u n d  a n d  h e lp le s s

m a n . B u t  h is  p o o r  t a u n t s  c o u ld  n o t  h u r t  m e ; 
t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  o f  d e a t h  w a s  p a s t ,  a n d  1  w a s  so  
d e a d  t i r e d  t h a t  I  fe l l  a s le e p .ft « ft ft ft

“ I  w a s  a w a k e n e d  b y  th e  s o u n d  o f  s t r i f e  a n d  
fir in g . T h e  M o h a m m e d a n s  a n d  th e  H in d u s  h a d  
q u a r r e l le d — p a r t l y  o v e r  t h e  d iv is io n  o f  t h e  lo o t ,

a n d  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  
s o m e  c a t t l e  t h e  M o 
h a m m e d a n s  h a d  

'  s la u g h te r e d .
“  M y  o w n  g u a r d , e x 

c e p t  F a k i r  M o h a m m e d , 
r u s h e d  o f f  to  t a k e  p a r t  
in  t h e  s c r im m a g e . M y  
b o n d s  h a d  b e e n  lo o s e d  
d u r i n g  th e  t im e  I  s l e p t ; 
h o w , I  k n o w  n o t. P e r 
c h a n c e  s o m e  S e p o y , 
l e s s  s t o n y - h e a r t e d  
t h a n  t h e  r e s t , h a d  d o n e  
i t  t o  g iv e  m e  a  b e t t e r  
c h a n c e  o f  e n j o y in g  m y  
l a s t  s le e p  o n  e a r th .

“  I n  a  m o m e n t  I  h a d  
t h r o w n  m y s e l f  o n  m y  
e n e m y . H e  c r ie d  o u t ,  
a n d  I  c le n c h e d  h is  
t h r o a t  w i t h  th e  g r i p  o f  
a  g i a n t  t o  p r e v e n t  h is  
d o in g  s o  a g a in . I  g o t  
h im  d o w n  a n d  d a s h e d  
h is  h e a d  a g a in  ■ a n d  
a g a in  o n  t h e  h a r d  
s to n e  flo o r, t i l l  I  f e l t  
i t  c a v e  in  l i k e  o n e  
s q u a s h e s  a  h o l l o w  
s w e e t m e a t .  T h e n  I  
fle d .

■/YX$r.r<>

*■ IV A HOME NT I HAD THROWN MYSELF ON MY ENEMY."

“  S a h ib , I  n e e d  s a y  l i t t l e  m o r e  ! A f t e r  s o m e  
d a y s  o f  w a n d e r i n g  I  j o i n e d  t h e  fo r c e  t o  w h ic h  
th e  o th e r s  h a d  g o n e , a n d  t h e  f ir s t  p e r s o n  I  m e t  
w a s  m y  m a jo r  s a h ib , so  m y  s e r v ic e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  
in  v a in .”

O l d  S u b e d a r - m a jo r  N a w a b  A l i  K h a n  th e n  ro se , 
m a d e  h is  s a la a m , a n d  l e f t 'm e  p o n d e r in g  o n  m a n y  
th in g s .



Written by Fred. G illett.

S i r  B l u n d e r b u s s , K .C .B . ,
W o u ld  fre q u e n tly  p row l in qu est 

O f  g lo ry  a n d  fun,
W ith  a p ip e  an d  a  gun.

(H is  m o t to  was, Sum es est.)

T o  fu rn ish  h is stately  h o m e  
H e  ca lle d  o n  th e  great M iss  X .,  

W h o  k e p t a  sm all s tore  
O f  h orrors , a n d  w ore  

A lp a ca  a n d  pale b lu e  sp ecs .

H is  o b je c t  in c o m in g  h ere ,
H e  sa id , w as to  b u y  a  g h ost,

F o r  w h ich  h e  w o u ld  p ay  
(T o -m o r r o w  w eek , sa y )

A  c o u p le  o f  p o u n d s  at m ost .

“  W e  h a v e ,”  sa id  th e  great M iss  X .,  
“  A  n u m b e r  o f  g h o sts  o n  haunt. 

T h is  w ay, i f  y o u  p lease.
W e  g iv e  guarantees,

T h e y ’ re h o rr ib le , w eird , a n d  g a u n t.”

I llustrated  bv F rank G illett .

Sir B lu n d erb u ss  fe lt “  th e  creeps,” 
C o m b in e d  w ith  e le c tr ic  shocks, 

C raw l o v e r  h is sca lp ,
W h ic h  rose  lik e  an A lp  

D is to r te d  w ith  p o s tm a n ’s k n o c k s ;

F o r  spirits, an d  sp o o k s , a n d  ghosts, 
A n d  p h a n tom s, a n d  sp ectres  grim, 

W e r e  tu rn in g  th e ir  eyes,
In  b lea ry  surprise ,

P o in t-b la n k  at M isk X . an d  him.

“  First, h o w  d o  y o u  lik e  that rogue 
In  g reen , w ith  th e  scarlet nose 

A n d  cy n ica l s m ile ?
Y o u ’ll fin d  h im  d o c ile .

W e  sell a g o o d  few  o f  those.

“  T h a t  g ro u p  in  th e  corn er, there— 
Y o u  m ig h t fa n cy  o n e  o f  th em —  

T h e y  craw l o n  all fours

C la n k  ch a in s  a n d  b o n g  doors, 
B etw een  tw o a n d  six  a .m .”



S I R  B L U N D E R B U S S  I N  B O R D E R L A N D .

“ H o..' m u ch  is the fe ller in  s p a t s ? ”  
glr B lu nderbu ss h ere  pu t in.

“  The o n e  w ith  a  tusk,
Faint o d o u r  o f  m u s k ,  

S i d e - w h i s k e ’ s, a n d  h a lf  a  c h i n ? ”

“ You'll find h im  a d e a r ,”  sa id  she,
“ So full of uncanny tricks,

A n d  a m p ly  su p p lie d  
W ith  fa m ily  p r id e —

Price (se co n d -h a n d ) tw ehe-and-six

“ Banshees in B  flat h e  sings,
I've heard p e o p le  ca ll h is m oan

A  real w ork  o f  art !--------
Sort o f  wake-wtih-a-sfarf- 

A mi-feei-you-are-not-alone ! ”

Sir B lu nderbu ss c lo s e d  w ith  this, 
Requesting M iss  X .  in haste 

T o  p a ck  u p  th e  th ing,
W ith p a p er  a n d  string, • 

Asbestos, a n d  co tton -w a ste .

Then, seein g  h er b a ck  was tu rn ed , 
H e o p e n e d  th e  d o o r  ! T h e  gh osts , 

W ith  sh u d d e rs  a n d  groans,
A n d  c la n k in g  o f  b o n e s ,

Fam e g a m b o llin g  o u t  in  h o s t s !

Yes, wraiths o f  th e  M o a te d  G ran ge, 
White ladies, an d  freak s o f  gore ,

A ll u p  to  th eir ears

In  daggers  an d  tears,
Y e l le d  h orr ib ly , “  F ree  o n c e  m ore

T h e y  h a u n ted  th e  la n d  fo r  m iles. 
B risk  C ity  m e n  ca tch in g  trains 

W e re  s to p p e d  a n d  m a d e  late 
B y  sev en  o r  e ig h t 

M a h a tm a s  in  sh eets  a n d  c h a in s ;

A n d  villas, a n d  g ro ce rs ’ sh op s , 
A n d  m a n sion s  o f  m illion a ires  

W e re  h a u n te d ; a n d  so m e  
B a d  sp ectres  w o u ld  c o m e  

T o  in terru pt h o u s e h o ld  p ra y e rs ;

T i l l  very  s o o n  every h o u s e  
In  B o rd e r la n d  was “  T o  L e t .”  

F o r  n o  o n e  w o u ld  stay 
A s  tenant. T h e y  say 

T h o s e  h ou ses  are v acan t yet.

In  sorrow ’ M iss  X . w en t m ad ,
O f  s tock -in -tra d e  r ich  bereft.

S ix  h u n d re d  a n d  fo u r  
F in e  spectres , o r  m o re ,

S h e  h ad . T h e r e  is still o n e  left

A n d  that is th e  o n e  sh e  so ld  
O u r  h e ro  that fatal day  

(T h e  o n e  w ith  a  tusk 
A n d  o d o u r  o f  m u sk ),

F o r  w hich he fo r g o t to p a y.

f« l. til.—3i



THE POST-BOY’S SONG
I ’ l l  g iv e  y o u  a  toast to  d rin k , m y la d s ;

A n d  I ’ll ch a n t y o u  a jo l ly  lay 
Q f  a  m id n ig h t ch ase , at a h e a d lo n g  p a c e —

“  T a lly -h o  ! ”  o n  th e  K in g ’s h ighw ay.
I ’ve a  la d d ie  brave w ith  a lass to  save,

A n d  an  angry squ ire  in c ry  :
B u t the B a y  a n d  B la ck  w ill answ er th e  cra ck , 

A n d  g a llo p  until th ey  d ie .

C h o .i u s :

T h en  h o-jo lly -h o! f o r  a life  so fr e e  l  
A  good stra ig h t road  a n d  a g a lla n t gee — 
A  P o st-B o y 's life  f o r  m e!

O n  the breast o f  th e  b reeze  c o m e s  a  so u n d  
I k n ow ,

O f  h o o f-b e a ts  far aw ay,
’T is  a  R o a n  a n d  W h ite , in th e  d e a d  o ’ n igh t, 

P u rsu in g  m y  B lack  a n d  B ay.
W i ’ h a th u d  an d  a  dash  th rou g h  th e  m u d  w e 

splash ,
A n d  w e rather relish  th e  h u n t ;

T h e r e ’s a w ary m in d  in  o ld  T o m  b e h in d ,
B u t  a g o o d  straight ro a d  in  front.

C h o r u s : T h en  h o -jo lly h o ! etc.

O n  an d  o n — an d  ga llantly  o n —
"With a  sw irl, an d  a sw ay, a n d  a swing! 

W ith  e c h o in g  h orn  T o m ’s g reetin g  the morn, 
F o r  th e  n ig h t is o n  the w ing.

“  H a rk , fo r ’a rd , aw ay ! ”  ’T is  break o ’ day, 
W e ’re seen  in  th e  m orn in g  light.

O u r  steed s  n ever s to p , a n d  th ey ’ll run till 
th ey  d rop ,

F o r  we m ust beat the R o a n  an d  White. 

C h o r u s : T h en  h o-jo lly -h o! etc.

I ’ ll g ive  y o u  a  toast t o  d rin k , m y  la d s ;
A n d  I ’ ll fin ish  m y  jo l ly  lay 

O f  a  m id n ig h t chase, at a  h e a d lo n g  pace— 
“ T a lly -h o  ! ”  o n  th e  K in g ’s highway. 

T h e y ’ ve  sto len  o u r  le a d  —  th ey ’ve doubled 
th e ir  s p e e d — ■

T h e y ’re fre sh — a n d  o u r  nags are done— 
W h e n  . . . that an gry  squ ire  sticks fast in 

th e  m ire,
A n d  th e  B la ck  a n d  the B ay  have w on ! 

C h o r u s :
T h en  ho-jolly-ho!  f o r  a life  so fre e !
A  good stra ig h t ro a d  a n d  a gallant gee— 
A  P o st-B o y 's life  f o r  m et

R . S -  W a r r e n  B ell.

A Prize of ONE Guinea  is offered for ttie best musical setting of this song. See “ Captain  Competitions for June.

WHEN YOU LEAVE SCHOOL. .
ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Clerieus.—I hope to deal with the subject shortly.
“ Bad Boy.” — Consult T he  C aptain, November 

last.
J. W, L.—Send stamped envelope, and I will give 

you name of coach privately, or consult our adver
tisement pages.

H. R .—The Civil Service Commissioners, Victoria 
Street, S.W.

A. R- H.—The West India Regiment is certainly 
the best suited for poor men, owing to the extra pay 
and facilities for leave.

“  Eager.” —There is no recruiting for the Cape 
Mounted Rifles in London, at the present time. Their 
headquarters arc at Pietermaritzburg.

“  Nervous One.”—From what you tell me, you 
are the last person in tho world to take np medicine, 
(live up reading medical books, and don’t worry 
yourself.

A. J‘. C.—Perhaps Messrs. Pitman & Sons, of 
Southampton Row, W.C., could tell you.

A. C. N.—I liavo already dealt with the subject in

T he C aptain last Ju ly , and in the replies to nutnerots correspondents. W hy not get a bound volume?
E. N.— The initial training for all branches is it® Bame. You specialise in your last year.
C. H. F.— Apply to the E m igrant’s Information 

Office, 31, Broadw ay, W estm inster, S.W ., enclosing 
penny stam p for  handbook.

“  L e x .” — You w ill be required to keep your tents 
by dining in the ball o f the inn to which you beW  
not less than three tim es in each term. Twe'

. term s m ust be kept, and at the end of them, the 
am in at ion for Call m ust be passed.

p . W .— The college at H ollerley Bay is just ti* 
place for you, if  it can be managed.

C. B.— (1) On payment of a premium of or,"J? 
a year. '(2) Your best plan will be either to 
tise in some trade paper, or sec if you cannot ^  
a personal introduction to some flourishing farm 
market gardener. If you advertise, ypu 
great care and thoroughly investigate the bn 
before you put your money into it. _



“ THE CAPTAIN” PUZZLE CORNER.

C o n d u c t e d  b y  H e n r y  E . D u d e n e y  ( “ S p h i n x ”).

(l) The Esquimaux Puzzle (Solution).—There 
are wo errors into which the young puzzlist is com
m only apt to fall. One is, to take certain things for 
granted; the other, to read carelessly the printed 
conditions. This puzzle was devised by me for the 
express purpose of teaching my readers to be wary, 
and to make sure that they understand clearly what 
it is they arc asked to do before attempting the 
eo.ntion of the most innocent-looking problem. At 
first sigh t it would certainly appear as if my Arctic 
pnzzle were nothing more nor less than the little 
■•magic square” with which we are all so familiar. 
If that were so, there would be juBt eight easy 
answers, one of which is shown in diagram A.

A. B.

book, and giving the number of selections as 183. 
This arises in consequence of overlooking that forty 
combinations with A (calling A and B the two men 
who can row on either side  ̂on the stroke side would 
give just the same crew, though differently placed, as 
when B was atone on the stroke side. This is the pit
fall of the pnzzle. The relationship puzzle was not 
at all difficult, and the majority solved it.

I have awarded the prizes of 7s. each to the follow
ing:—Class I., H. S. C o l l e x , 78, St. Saviour’s Road, 
Jersey ; Class II., H. G. D avies, “  Trelawne,” Mid
dleton Road, Muswell Hill, N .; Class III., S idney  J. W ard , 17, Abington Avenue, Northampton. Under 
the circumstances there will be no “ honourable men. 
tions ” this month. ■

I will now give three

0 i  1 8

7 5 3

1 2 
1

i
9 j 4

33 7* 33

* n
1

71

3J

’ 
9

____
1

This arrangement will add up to fifteen in eight 
[different directions. . But nothing was said about 
1“ nagic squares,” and. the conditions called for “  as 
pany directions as possible,”  and did not stipulate 
fihat the numbers must be all different numbers. This 
pabes all the difference in the world, and admits of 
pie answer B, in which arrangement, it will be found, 
»e may add up fifteen in as many as ten different 
directions—the four sides, the two long diagonals, and 
fhefour short diagonals. It should also be noted that 
P  number”—not “ a figure”—was to be placed in 
T'ery division, and that a fraction is as much a 
nnmber as an integer.

(2) A Boat-race Poser (Solution).—The number 
P selections is 145. My space is quite in-
pfficient for me to give a detailed solution, but the 
problem really resolves itself into this: In every 
pacrent selection three men must be left out, and 

Mswer is
n x ip x ft 
1 * 2  j  ;j

0 x5x4 1 x  ‘2 x  3 = 145

lible »re<̂ re^ totel number o f the different pos- 
|C65g5raD̂ ement3 *n the boat, the answer would be

iJ|ienItr*leart* an Omnibus (Solution).—The 
St&ck8n ? U8t have been Maude’s uncle.

K  stran et*er3 have been under examination,
Kbeen to sa>-. not one single correct solution 

P d  oniv e°flVê  t0 the little “  Esquimaux Puzzle,” 
iwer Lefureme1y tew competitors got the correct 
S8»meerr *Boat'race Poser,” many falling into 

ror as the author of a well-known algebra

PUZZLES FOR THIS MONTH.
(1) Ths Grocer and the Draper.—Please look 

at the illustration at the back of frontispiece, which 
shows in progress a curious little contest that I once 
witnessed in a country shop. The ‘ ‘ Grocer and 
Draper” had two rival assistants, who prided them- 
Belves on their rapidity in serving customers. The 
young man on the grocery side could weigh up two 
one-pound,parcels of sugar per minute; while the 
drapery assistant could cut three one-yard lengths of 
cloth in the same time. Their employer, one slack 
day, set them a race, giving the grocer a barrel of 
sugar, and telling him to weigh up forty-eight one- 
pound parcels of sugar; while the draper divided a 
roll of forty-eight yards of cloth into yard pieces. 
The two men were interrupted together by customers 
for nine minutes; but the draper was disturbed seven
teen times as lo”ng as the grocer. What was the result 
of the race? This is a little poser for the arithmetical 
beginner, and should present no difficulty to the 
novice.

(2) Chocolate fo r  the Army.—A forwarding 
agent had to pack in a box of equal length and breadth, 
and of necessary depth, 800 slabs of chocolate for 
South Africa. Each slab was 3Jins. long, 2Jins, 
broad, and a 4in. thick. Not more than a dozen slabs 
were to stand on edge, and there was to be no waste 
space. Give the interior dimensions of the box. This 
is an interesting little study in packing, and much 
easier than it looks.

(3) The Hungry Boer.—If Commandant Cronje 
had not surrendered when he did, some of his men 
would have suffered terribly from hunger. This fact 
suggests the following profound problem, which is 
quite capable of solution, strange though it may seem. 
How many hard boiled eggs could a healthy, hungry 
Boer eat on an empty stomach—his own, of course? 
This is not a conundrum.

There will be three classes, and three prizes of 7s. 
each will be awarded to the senders of the best solu
tions, which should be addressed to “  S ph inx ,”  T he C aptain  Office, 12, Burleigh Street. Strand, W .C ., 
and be received not later than June 12th.

For age lim its see “ C aptain Competitions for June,”  
page 233.



THE POST-BOY’S SONG
I ’l l  give you a toast to drink, my lads ;

And I’ll chant you a jolly lay 
Of-a midnight chase, at a headlong pace—

“ Tally-ho !” on the King’s highway.
I’ve a laddie brave with a lass to save,

And an angry squire in c ry :
But the Bay and Black will answer the crack, 

And gallop until they die.

C fioaus:
T h en  h o-jo lly -h o! f o r  a life  so fr e e !
A  good  stra ig h t ro a d  a n d  a g a lla n t gee — 
A  P o st-B o y 's life  f o r  m e!

On the breast of the breeze comes a sound 
I know,

O f hoof-beats far away,
’Tis a Roan and White, in the dead o’ night, 

Pursuing my Black and Bay.
Wi h a thud and a dash through the mud we 

splash,
And we rather relish the h u n t;

There’s a wary mind in old Tom  behind,
But a good straight road in front.

C h o r u s : T hen h o-jo lly -h o! etc.

On and on— and gallantly on—
With a swirl, and a sway, and a swing; 

With echoing horn Tom ’s greeting the m o rn , 
For the night is on the wing.

“  Hark, for’ard, away ! ” ’Tis break o’ day, 
We’re seen in the morning light.

Our steeds never stop, and they’ll run till 
they drop,

For we m u st beat the Roan and White. 

C h o r u s : T h en  h c-jo lly -h o ! etc.

I ’ll give you a toast to drink, my lads;
And I ’ll finish my jolly lay 

O f a midnight chase, at a headlong pace— 
“ Tally-ho ! ” on the King’s highway. 

T hey’ve stolen our lead —  they’ve doubled 
their speed—

They’re fresh— and o u r  nags are done— 
When . . . that angry squire sticks fast in 

the mire,
And the Black and the Bay have won 1 

C h o r u s :

Then h o -jo lly -h o ! f o r  a  life  so fr e e !
A  good stra ig h t ro a d  a n d  a g a lla n t gee— 
A  P o st-B o y ’s  life  fo r  m e!

R . S.- W a r r e n  B ell.

A  Prize of One Guinea is offered for the best musical setting o f  this song. See “  Captain  Competitions for June.

WHEN YOU LEAVE SCHOOL. .
A N S W E R S  T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Clericus.—I hope to deal with the subject shortly.
“ Bad Boy.*' — Consult T he C aptain, November 

last.
J . W. L . -  Send stamped envelope, and I will give 

you name of coach privately, or consult ottr adver
tisement pages.

H. R .—The Civil Service Commissioners, Victoria 
Street, S.W.

A. R. H .— The West India Regiment is certainly 
the best suited for poor men, owing to the extra pay 
and facilities for leave.

“  Eager.” —There is no recruiting for the Cape 
Mounted Rifles in London, at the present time. Their 
headquarters are at Pietermaritzburg.

“  Nervous One.”—From what you tell me, you 
are the last person in the world to take up medicine, 
(rive up reading medical books, ar.d don’t worry 
yourself.

A. J ‘. C.—Perhaps Messrs. Pitman <fc Sons, of 
Southampton Row, W.C,, could tell you.

A . C. N.— I have already dealt with the subject in

T h e  C aptain last Ju ly , and in the re p lie s  to numerous correspondents. Why not get a bound volume?
E, N.—The initial training for all branches is the 

same. You specialise in your last year.
C. H. F-— Apply to the Emigrant’s Information 

Office, 31, Broadway, Westminster, S.W., enclosing 
penny stamp for handbook.

“  Lex.” —You will be required to keep your ter® 
by dining in the hall of the inn to which you 
not less than three times in each term. Twe 

. terms must be kept, and at the end of them, tue • 
animation for Call must be passed.

F . W.—The college at Hollerley Bay is just the 
place for you, if it can be managed.

C. B. —(1) On payment of a premium of £50 
a year. (2j Your bast plan will be either to ® 
tise in some trade paper, or sec if you canno F 
a personal introduction to some flourishing farm 
market gardener. If you advertise, you taess 
great care and thoroughly investigate the b 
before you put your money into it. t .

“ THE CAPTAIN” PUZZLE CORNER.

C o n d u c t e d  b y  H e n r y  E. D u d e n e y  ( “ S p h in x .”).

(1) The Esquimaux Puzzle (Solution).— There
are two errors into which the young puzzlist-is com
monly apt to fall. One is, to take certain things for 
granted; the other, to read carelessly the printed 
conditions. This puzzle was devised by me for the 
express purpose of teaching my readers to be wary, 
and to make sure that they understand clearly what 
it is they are asked to do before attempting the 
solution of the most innocent-looking problem. At 
first sight it would certainly appear as if my Arctic 
puzzle were nothing more uor'less than the little 
“magic square” with which we are all so familiar. 
If that were so, there would he just eight easy 
answers, one of which is shown in diagram A.

A. B.

book, and giving the number of selections as 185. 
inis arises in consequence of overlooking that forty 
combinations with A (calling A and B the two men 
who can row on either side) on the stroke side would 
give just the same crew, though differently placed, as 
Ir ,enYWwaa alone on the stroke side- This is the pit
* n vJlc *?uzz*e* relationship puzzle was not at all climcult, and the majority solved it.
I have awarded the prizes of 7s. each to the follow

ing:—Class I., H. S. Collen, 78, St. Saviour’s Road, 
Jersey; Class II., H . G. D avies, “ Trelawne," Mid
dleton Road, Muswell Hill, N . ; Class III., S idney J. Ward, 17, Abingfcon Avenue, Northampton. Under 
the circumstances there will be no “ honourable men
tions ” this month. • -

I will now give three

3J 7 i  3|, | 74 7 i13 2 74 J  33

6 1 8

7 1 5 3

1

2 9 4

This arrangement will add up to fifteen in eight 
different directions. . B ut nothing was said about 

raagic squares,”  and the conditions called fo r  “ as 
many directions as possible," and did not stipulate 
that the numbers must be all different num bers. This 
makes all the difference in the w orld , and adm its o f 
le  ln «l1lch arrangem ent, it will be found,
dirertfnL d u UPf fifte- ?  ln 83 m any  a8  ten different 
t h T & i r ^ 'v 0"  Slde?> the two long diagonals, and 
“ a n im b 0?  dla8°nals. It should also be noted that
even di^ ~ n 0 t 1“ ‘'l , f i s u r e ’ ’ - w ? 9 to  be Placed in 
number n n ,. an<* a fraction  is as m uch a wrooer as an integer.

of!i y P° S Ce P 9 s e r  ( Solution).— T he num ber 
s n f in t  L  ^  .0 n S 1 8  1 4 1  M-V sPace *;8 quite in 
problem reallf16 t 0 ,glve a detaded solution, but the 
Afferent o f > reS 0 lve8  itself int°  th is : In  every 

% th r e 6  m en mU3t ^  left ™ t, and

-i  x x 3 0 x 5 x 4
j 1 *  ̂ * 5 1 x 2 x 3  — i'i'i ,

*ib>e a rra n g em en t:nu,mber of the different pos- 
*06,560. * nbs ln the boat, the answer would be

p u z z l e s  f o r  t h is  m o n t h .
(1) Tha Grocer and the Draper. —Please look 

at the illustration at the back of frontispiece, which 
shows in progress a curious little contest that I once 
witnessed in a country shop. The “  Grocer and 
Draper” had two rival assistants, who prided them
selves on their rapidity in serving customers. The 
young man on- the grocery side could weigh up two 
one-pound,parcels of sugar per minute; while the 
drapery assistant could cut three one-yard lengths of 
cloth in the same time. Their employer, one slack 
day, set them a race, giving the grocer a barrel of 
sugar, and telling him to weigh up forty-eight one- 
pound parcels of sugar; while the draper divided a 
roll of forty-eight yards of cloth into yard pieces. 
The two men were interrupted together by customers 
for nine minutes; but the draper was disturbed seven

, then times as long as the grocer. What was the result
of the race? This is a little poser for the arithmetical 
beginner, and should present no difficulty to the 
novice.

(2) Chocolate fop the Army.—A forwarding
agent had to pack in a box of equal length and breadth, 
and of necessary depth, 800 slabs of chocolate for 
South Africa. Each slab was 3 îns. long, 2jins. 
broad, and a 4in. thick. Not more than a dozen slabs 
were to stand on edge, and there was to be no waste 
space. Give the interior dimensions of the box. This 
is an interesting little study in packing, and much 
easier than it looks. ‘

(3) The Hungry Boer.—If Commandant Cronje 
had not surrendered when he did, some of his men 
would have suffered terribly from hunger. This fact 
suggests the following profound problem, which is 
quite capable of sohition, strange though it may seem. 
How many hard boiled eggs could a healthy, hungry 
Boer eat on an empty stomach—his own, of course? 
This is not a conundrum.

There will be three classes, and three prizes of 7s. 
each will be awarded to the senders of the best solu
tions, which should be addressed to “ S phinx , ”  T he C aptain  Office, 12, Burleigh Street, Strand, W.C., 
and be received not later than June 12th.

Forage limits Bee “ C aptain Competitions for June ” 
page 283. ’



S P E C I A L  P A G E S .
C o n t r i b u t e d  by R e a d e r s .

M r . S i d n e y  H e r b e r t  is requested to send 
in his address, which has been mislaid. H e is 
the winner this month of One Year’s Subscrip
tion to T h e  C a p t a in  for his essay “  I Could 
Talk.” The O.F. thinks he acted very sensibly.

“ / C ou ld  T a lk .”

I want to write to you fellows about myself; 
sorry, I am shre, that it’s about me, but as I have 
no one else to write about, it’s either that or 
nothing.

I was born, brought up, and educated in the 
c'ountry until I was eleven, which is a mistake in 
the first instance, as every boy ought, in my 
opinion, to be sent away at least a year before. 
A t school I did as others did, I wasn’t a dunce 
and I wasn’t 
a g e n i u s .
After being 
there five and 
a half years 
I left without 
the slightest 
idea of what 
I was going 
to do next.

My pater, 
who is one of 
the go-ahead 
sort, did not 
let me worry 
about th at 
long, and a 
week a fte r  
Christmas I 
found myself 
out d riv in g  
with him, go
ing to nowhere, but bent on having a talk about 
my prospects.

I  am afraid that after this next piece of infor
mation I shall sink ninety-nine per cent, in the 
estimation of about half of you, but I cannot help 
it, it’s not my fault, and I am awfully proud of it 
myself, so here it comes. “  My pater is a miller! ” 
Now’ don’t sneer, I don’t mean a man who drives 
a little windmill himself, but the boss of a  jolly 
great steam affair turning out hundreds of sacks 
of •flour a week.

After all that, I am going to return to my drive, 
just reminding you that I am the e'dest of six, 
and we all have to be set going in turn. The pater 
started by saying that he should let me do 
whatever I  had set my mind on, and, taking the

other five into consideration, lie would back# 
up as well as he could. Of course I could gotô  
’varsity, but he did not think I should do nm 
good there unless I meant to be a clergŷ  
(which I didn’t), and there w’onld not be mack g 
a show for the others if I wanted, as I did nt]̂  
to go into a crack regiment.

To cut it short, after talkiag about doctor 
farmers, and one-liundred-and-one other nib 
I finally decided that for a Jtime, at any rate,! 
would try the mill.

Although I soon began to like the mill, tli 
mill did not like me. The dust got to such# 
extent on my lungs that, to my disgust, i  
doctor told me to chuck it altogether, and IU 
to think about the parson job again, for if tin

wasonetlij 
I could k 
more tbu 
another 1 
covld tall I 
had, n 
have, a gm 
voice, and it 
was tb 
trouble! I 
got into i 
school w 
chatting th 
finally * 
cided tl 
point lb 
bosssaidfc 
as I roil 
talkhewoJ
try me * 
stead ol< 
traveller I

was advertising for, and I started my first ron 
on a bike to a couple of small towns in » 
neighbourhood. I did well, and the pater * 
so satisfied that the next week I took mw* 
round, and so on, until I  now go out four 
travelling, one day to market, and on the Saturn 
settle my accounts in the morning, and have 
afternoon off for recreation. The life is ^  . 
sometimes in a large town, other times dn 
or cycling round the country, selling dour  ̂
bakers. No samples are needed, and they 
rule pleased to see you, and help to make  ̂
life as pleasant as possible. Only one 
wanted. Get a knowledge of the article y 
selling, .iid, if possible, spend a little 
baker before you start, and you will su
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you Lave plenty of confidence and are a goodconversationalist.

S idn ey  H erbert.

By numerous foe3 beset;
I will be brave and not lose heart, for 

I may be a colonel yet.

“ Well D on e!”
First Citizen: “  Did you hear that Lord Dun- 

donaltl entered Ladysmith last night?” • ■
Second Citizen: “ Well Dun-Donald !"

“  Fir9T M ate .”

Paul Kruger and his old friend Steyn.
(With apologies to Lewis Carroll.)

Paul Kruger and his old friend Steyn 
Were walking hand in hand;

They laughed like anything to see 
Their armies so well manned.

“ If we could win thi9 war,” they said,
“ It really would be grand ! ”

“ Ifseven ‘Bobs’ with seven Whites 
Lammed at us for a year,

Now, do you think,” old Kruger said,
“ That they could make us fear?”

“ I doubt it,” said his old friend Steyn,,
And leered a wicked leer.

But he was very wrong, you see,
For ere six months had passed,

The capital town of his “  Free State ”
Was in our hands at la st;

And Kruger and his old friend Steyn,
Stood looking on— aghast.

John Cox.

The Battlefield of Life.
I am but a private soldier yet

In theranks 
in w hich  I 
fight,

O ur w eapons 
are n e ith e r  
sw ords nor 
spears,

But Hon
esty, Truth, 
and Right.

Each time we 
c o n q u e r  a 
secret fault,

“ Sres WERE D ECE IVE RS E V E R .”  O f  8 0 1 1 1 6

,IDniii'ii by Geo. Mouka.) tempting sin
> we shun,

^ e add another small victory 
To our list of battles won.

And though I’m only a private now.

M abel S hepherd.

The Sovereign and the Sage.
A  sovereign, being desirous to confer a liberal 

reward on one 
of his courtiers 
who had per
form ed some 
very important 
service, desired 
h im  to  a s k  
w h a t e v e r  he 
thought proper, 
assuring him it 

• s h o u l d  b e  
granted.

The courtier, 
who was well 
acquainted with 
the science of 
numbers, only 
requested that the monarch would give him a 
quantity of wheat equal to that which would 
arise from one grain doubled sixty-three times 
successively.

The value of the reward was immense ; for it 
will be found by calculation that the sixty-fourth 
term of the double progression divided by 1 , 2 , 4, 
8, 16, 32, etc., is 3,223,372,030,854,775,808. But the 
sum of all the terms of a double progression, begin
ning with one, may be obtained by doubling the 
last term and subtracting from it one. The 
number of the grains of wheat, therefore, in the 
present case will be 18,445,744,073,708,551,015. 
Now, if a pint contain 9,210 grains of wheat, a 
gallon will contain 73,728 ; and, as eight gallons 
make one bushel, if we divide the above result by 
eight times 73,728, we shall have 31,274,997,411,295 
for the number of the bushels of wheat equal to 
the above number of grains— a quantity greater 
than what the whole surface of the earth cou’d 
produce in several years, and which in value would 
exceed all the riches, perhaps, on the globe.

A lex . L ingford.

From Cambridge.
(Cmtus College Is pronounced ** Keys.")

There was a young student of Caius,
Who always was up to all spraius,

He was caught by a proctor 
And hauled fore the “ Doctor,"

Who said “ You'll go down  if you plaius.”
• J umbo

** VER Y SORRY, ARTHUR, BUT I’ M 
ENGAGED TO B IL L Y  JONES FOR THE 

N EX T DANCE.’*

(By Geo. Monks.)



S P E C I A L  P A G E S .
C o n t r i b u t e d  by R e a d e r s .

M r . S id n e y  H e r b e r t  is re q u e s te d  t o  sen d  
in  h is a d d ress , w h ich  h a s  b e e n  m isla id . H e  is 
th e  w in n er  th is m o n th  o f .O n e  Y e a r ’s S u b s c r ip 
t io n  to  T h e  C a pt a in  fo r  h is essay  “ I  Could  
T a lk .”  T h e  O .F . th in k s h e  a c te d  very  sen sib ly .

“ /  Could Talk.”
I  w an t to  w rite  to  y o u  fe llo w s  a b o u t m y s e l f ; 

sorry , I  am  stire, th a t  it ’s a b o u t m e, b u t as I  have 
n o  on e  else to  w rite  a b o u t, it ’s e ith er th a t  or  
n oth in g .

I  w as b orn , b ro u g h t up , an d  e d u ca ted  in  the 
cb u n try  u n til I  w as eleven , w h ich  is  a  m istak e  in  
th e  first in stan ce, as e v ery  b o y  ou gh t, in  m y  
op in ion , t o  b e  sen t aw ay  a t least a  year b e fore . 
A t  s ch o o l I  d id  as others d id , I  w asn ’ t a  d u n ce  
a n d  I  w asn ’ t
a  g e n i u s .
A ft e r  b e in g  
th ere  five  and 
a  h a lf years 
I le ft  w ith o u t 
th e  sligh test 
id ea  o f  w hat 
I  w as g o in g  
to  d o  n ex t.

M y  pater, 
w h o  is on e  o f 
th e  go -ah ead  
sort, d id  n ot 
le t  m e w o rry  
a b o u t t h a t  
lon g , a n d  a 
w eek  a f t e r  
C h ristm as I  
fo u n d  m yse lf 
o u t  d r i v i n g  
w ith  h im , g o 
in g  to  n ow h ere , b u t  b e n t o n  h a v in g  a ta lk  abou t 
m y  prospects .

I  am  a fra id  th a t a fte r  th is  n e x t  p iece  o f  in fo r 
m ation  I  shall s in k  n in ety -n in e  p er  cent, in the 
estim ation  o f  a b o u t h a lf o f  y ou , b u t  I  ca n n ot h e lp  
it , it ’s  n o t  m y  fa u lt , an d  I  am  a w fu lly  p rou d  o f  it 
m yse lf, so  h ere  i t  com es. “  M y  pater is a  m i l le r ! ”  
N o w  d o n ’t  sneer, I  d o n ’t  m ean  a  m an w h o  d rives 
a  litt le  w in d m ill h im self, b u t  th e  boss o f  a  jo l ly  
great steam  a ffa ir  tu rn in g  o u t h un d red s  o f  sacks 
o f  f lo u r  a  w eek .

A fte r  a ll th a t, I  am  g o in g  to  retu rn  to  m y  drive, 
ju s t  re ip in d in g  y o u  th a t I  am  th e  e ldest o f  six , 
an d  w e £tll h ave t o  b e  set g o in g  in  turn . T h e  pater 
started  b y  sa y in g  th a t  h e  sh ou ld  le t  m e  d o  
w h a tever I  b a d  set m y  m in d  on , and, ta k in g  th e

BRIDGE OVER T0 G E L A  A T  COLENSO— A F TE R  T H E  BOERS HAD BLOW N IT  UP. 

{Sent by A. Booth,)

oth er  five  in to  con sid era tion , h e  would back® 
u p  as w e ll as he co u ld . O f  course I  could go toth 
’varsity , h u t h e  d id  n o t th in k  I  should do mud 
g o o d  th ere u n less I  m ean t to  be  a clergy^ 
(w h ich  I  d id n ’ t), and  th ere  w o u ld  n ot be muckol 
a  sh ow  fo r  th e  o th ers  i f  I  w anted , as I  did rather, 
t o  g o  in to  a crack  regim ent.

T o  cu t it  sh ort, a fter  ta lk in g  about doctois, 
farm ers, an d  o n e -h u n d r e d -a n d -o n e  other crib, 
I  fina lly  d e c id e d  th at fo r  a  tim e, at any rate,! 
w o u ld  try  th e  m ill.

A lth o u g h  I  sopn  began  to  lik e  the mill, the' 
m ill d id  n o t lik e  m e. T h e d u st  got to such u 
ex ten t o n  m y  lu n gs that, t o  m y  disgust, the 
d o c to r  to ld  m e  to  ch u ck  it  a ltogether, and I had 
to  th in k  a b o u t th e  parson  jo b  again, for if that

wasonethiij 
I  could de 
m ore that 
another 
could, tali. 1 
h a d ,  aid 
have, a ( 
voice, and it 
w a s  the 
troubles 
got into it 
school o 
chatting thi 
finally 
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point 
boss said tlS 
as I codl 
la lk hev  
try me »  
stead of * 
traveller k

was a d v ertis in g  fo r , an d  I  started  my first 
on  a  b ik e  to  a  cou p le  o f  sm all towns in 
n e igh b ou rh ood . I  d id  w ell, and  the pater 
so satisfied  th a t  the n ex t w eek  I  took aoo 
rou n d , an d  so  on , u n til I  n ow  g o  out four . 
travellin g , on e  d a y  to  m arket, an d  on the Sat 
settle  m y  a ccou n ts  in  th e  m orn ing, and ha« 
a ftern oon  o f f  fo r  recreation. T h e  life is v*rl. . 
som etim es in  a  large  tow n, o th er  times 
o r  cy c lin g  rou n d  th e  cou ntry , selling fi°ur 
bakers. N o  sam ples are n eeded , and they at* .. 
ru le  p leased  to  see y o u , and  h e lp  to maJte 
life  as p leasan t as possib le . O n ly  one 
w an ted . G e t  a  k n ow led g e  o f  th e  article 
s e l l in g , .  nd , i f  p oss ib le , spend a  little  
bak er b e fore  y o u  start, and y o u  will su
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you have p len ty  o f  con fid en ce  an d  are a  g o o d
conversationalist.

S id n e y  H e r b e r t .

“ Well D on e!”
First C itizen : “  D id  y o u  hear th a t  L o rd  D u n - 

donald entered L a d y sm ith  last n ig h t? ”
Second C it iz e n : “ W e ll D u n -D o n a ld  ! ”

“  F irst Ma t e .”

Paul Kruger and his old friend Steyn,
(With apologies to Lewis Carroll.)

Paul K ru ger an d  h is o ld  fr ie n d  S teyn  
W ere w a lk in g  h and  in  h a n d ;

They laughed  lik e  a n y th in g  to  see 
Their arm ies so  w e ll m an n ed .

“ If we cou ld  w in  th is  w ar,”  th e y  said,
“ It rea lly  w o u ld  b e  g ra n d  ! ”

“ If seven ‘ B o b s ’ w ith  seven  W h ite s  
L am m ed a t us fo r  a  year,

Now, d o  y o u  th in k ,” o ld  K ru g e r  said,
“  That th ey  co u ld  m ak e  us fe a r  ? ”

“ I doubt it ,” sa id  h is o ld  fr ien d  Steyn ,,
And leered a  w ick ed  leer.

But he w as very  w ron g , y o u  see,
For ere s ix  m on th s had  passed,

The capital to w n  o f  h is  “ F ree S ta te *
W as in  ou r  h ands a t l a s t ;

And K ru ger an d  h is o ld  fr ie n d  S teyn ,
Stood lo o k in g  o n — aghast.

John C o x .

The Battlefield o f Life.
I atn b u t a  p r iv a te  so ld ie r  y e t

In  th e  ranks 
in  w h i c h  I  
fight,

O u r  w e a p o n s  
a r e  n e i t h e r  
s w o r d s  n o r  
spears,

B u t H o n 
esty , T ru th , 
an d  R ig h t.

E a ch  tim e  w e  
c o n q u e r  a 
secret fa u lt ,

‘‘ MF.N W ERE D ECE IV E R S E V E R .”  O  F S O IT1 e

.{Drawn by Oeo. M onks.) tem p tin g  sin
w e  shun,

W e add  a n oth er  sm all v ic to ry  
T o  ou r  lis t  o f  b a tt les  w on .

And thousrh I ’m o n ly  a  p riva te  n ow .

. B y  n u m erou s fo e s  b e s e t ;
I  w ill b e  b ra v e  an d  n o t  lose  heart, fo r  

I  m ay  b e  a  co lo n e l yet.

' M a b e l  S h e p h e r d .

The Sovereign and the Sage.
A  sovereign , b e in g  desirou s  to  con fer  a  liberal 

rew ard  on  on e  
o f  h is cou rtiers  
w h o  h a d  per
f o r m e d  s o m e  
v e ry  im p orta n t 
serv ice , desired  
h i m  t o  a s k  
w h a t e v e r  h e  
th o u g h t proper, 
a ssu rin g  h im  it  

• s h o u l d  b e  
gran ted .

T h e  cou rtier, 
w h o  was ( w ell 
a cqu a in ted  w ith  
th e  sc ien ce  o f  
num bers, on ly  
requ ested  th at th e  m onarch  w ou ld  g iv e  him  a 
q u a n tity  o f  w h ea t equal t o  th a t w h ich  w ou ld  
arise from  on e  gra in  d o u b le d  s ix ty -th ree  tim es 
su ccessive ly .

T h e  va lu e  o f  th e  rew ard  was im m ense ; for  it 
w ill b e  fou n d  b y  ca lcu la tion  th at th e  s ix ty -fou rth  
term  o f  th e  d o u b le  p rogression  d iv id e d  b y  1 , 2, -I, 
8, 16, 32, etc., is  3,223,372,036,854,775,808. B u t the 
sum  o f  a ll th e  term s o f  a  d o u b le  progression , b eg in 
n in g  w ith  Dne, m a y  he o b ta in e d  b y  d o u b lin g  the 
last term  an d  su b tra ctin g  from  it  one. T h e 
n u m b er o f  th e  g ra in s o f  w h eat, th erefore , in the 
p resen t case w ill be  18,445,744,073,708,551,615. 
N o w , i f  a  p in t con ta in  9,216 gra in s o f  w heat, a 
g a llon  w ill con ta in  73,728 ; and , as e igh t gallons 
m ak e on e bu sh e l, i f  we d iv id e  the a b ov e  resu lt b y  
e igh t tim es 73,728, w e shall have 31,274,997,411,295 
fo r  the n u m ber o f  th e  b u sh els  o f  w heat equal to  
th e  a b o v e  n u m b er o f  gra in s— a q u a n tity  greater 
th an  w h a t the w h o le  su rface  o f  th e  earth cou ld  
p rod u ce  in  several years, an d  w h ich  in  va lue w ou ld  
e x ceed  all the rich es, perhaps, on  the g lobe .

A l e x . L ingford.

From Cambridge.
(Calus College is pronounced ••Keys,” )

T h ere  w as a  y o u n g  stu d en t o f  Caius,
W h o  a lw a ys was up to  a ll spraius,

H e  w as cau gh t by  a  p roctor  
A n d  h a u led  fo re  th e  “  D octor ,”

W h o  sa id  “  Y o u 'll  go down if  y o u  p la iu s .”
- J umbo

’* VERY SOBRT, A U TH U P, B U T  I'M 
ENGAGED TO  B IL L Y  JO NEB FOB THF. 

N E X T DANCE.”

(By Oeo. Monks.)
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Height and Weight.
The measurements of a boy should b e : — 

A t 10, 53ins. high and weigh 67lbs. 
• ,, 11, 54iins. „

From Winchester.

73lbs. 
80lbs. 
88lbs. 
98lbs.

1 lllbs. 
126lbs.
1401 bs. 
148lbs. 
150lbs. '
150lbs.

F. G. B r is t o w .

12,56lins. „ 
13, 58Jins „

„ 14, 61ms. „
,, 15, 63iins. „
„  16 ,66&ins. „
„  17, 68ms. „
„  18, 68ins. „
;, 19 ,68 îns. „
,, 20, 69ins. „

[I print this list as It reached 
me. nut if anything is wrong 
I snail be glad to receive cor
rections. —O. F. ]

Photographic illus
trations of Stamps.

Many readers of T he 
C a p t a i n , who are both 
amateur photographers 
and stamp collectors, 
would like to be able to 
photograph and have pic
tures of their stamps ; 
but many are debarred 
from this by the fact that 
they have no cameras, 
lenses, etc., suitable for 
“ copying.” I lately found 
out rather a good way, 
which I  will now de
scribe, for getting illus
trations of any stamps 
you wish.

Get a quarter - plate 
printing frame, andfitinto 
it an old negative, with 
the film cleared o ff; then 
place any stamps you 
want illustrations of, with 
their backs to the glass, 
and occupying a space
which a lantern slide will cover ; then go into 
your dark room and put an Ilford special lantern 
plate over the stamps (the film will be next to the 
front of the stamps), and expose for 20secs., at 
18ins. away from an ordinary gas burner, develop 
the lantern-plate, and, treating it as a negative, 
print from it, and you have the illustration, just 
as if the stamps had been photographed while 
mounted on a white background.

N.B.— All the stamps should be good specimens, 
and should not be thinned at the back, or have 
any paper or part of the mount sticking to them.

D. W. H arris.

and it is not very bad.

TH IS  18 A PHOTOGRAPH, TA K EN  A PEW  TEARS AGO, OF 
T H E  P E T  BEAR ON H-M-S, "A N SO N ” GOING CP  T H E  
SHROUDS, OVER T H E  TO P, AND DOWN T H E  OTHER 
SIDE— T H E  B A IT  U SU ALLY BEING A H A L F -F IL L E D  TU I 

OF CONDENSED M ILK.

AVliat is the difference between Xerxes and Tom 
Richardson 1

O n e w h ip p e d  the H e llesp on t, the other hit the 
S ty x  (stick s).

J. D. Df.nnistox.

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS.
Second Mate.—Not bad at all. If cardboard is too 

big for an envelope, put it between two other piecesof 
cardboard, enclose them in brown paper, seal and post. 
South East.— Yoar poem, “ A Young Hero,” i3 moch 
too long. Thirty-six verses! It is not very good,

" It is respectable doggerel. 
Mabel Falkner and i 
Shaddock. — The o. F. 
thanksyou. Sidney Jones. 
—Sorry you’ve gone to the 
trouble of parodying “ Sol
diers of the Queen,” be
cause the original is a bod 
model. The secret of its 
success is the infections 
swing of the chorus. How. 
ever, you’ve done well- 
very. Ted Smith.—The 
most novel thing in "Foot
ball at our Asylum” w&s 
the recitation of "The 
Absent - Minded Beggar” 
without making a collection. 
Khaki (1).—Rather smart. 
By the way, what is “ phi- 
lo8iphy ” ? Owen Parry. 
—“  A Song of the Sea ” is 
not as good as yonr previous 
effort. I like little poems 
in three verses. Edith 
Georgre—Spring has com/, 
my dear, so your verseaare 
too late. Khaki (2).—Yon 
are a braw, bonnie patriotic 
Scottie, I can see, but yoar 
poem is far too long. lieu
tenant. — Sincere, but 
tame. Try something sim
pler. Muriel Kershaw- 
—It goes to my heart to 
have to say to ardent young 
poets: “  The Editor regret* 
he cannot make use of your 
contribution," but it’a the 
kindest thing to say in the 
long run. A. D- Dean-—

(1) Poetry oozes out of a genuine poet, like sap from 
a tree. Frankly, I don’t think it oozes ont of you. 
but I am with you in hoping that would-be poet* 
will soon stop writing parodies on “  The Abaes 
Minded Beggar.”  One can have too much of a 
thing, and a parody, unless very well done, is a veI7 
bad thing indeed. (2) I will not recommend a rhym
ing dictionary to you or anybody else. If you c*“ 
think of rhymes, give up trying to write yer*p- 
Alexander (Oxford).— You seem to have a pretty 
Send something rather better along. “  Trials Of a 
Old Gent.” —No more parodies on the ‘ ‘ A.M.B. 
wanted. I wish you young poets and poetesses wo 
try to be more original. C- Parsons.—You eyide J 
understand the situation in the Transvaal, but jyj 
don’t put it into poetry well. Harold Royle-— , 
"sublime”  a tangle for me. BarniO-—Yea; w
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wbile to fio on drawing. Y ou  possess ability.
G randid ied .— T ry  a sim pler subject. R. S.

Russell-_Pli°t° too dim  fo r  reproduction. M uch
Interested by your letter re troopship. D u Rennes. 
_ I hope to use your puzzle iu our next num ber. J . 
T gai>twell.—-r am  very  tired o f  th is tale about the 
£,v wbo has stolen som ething. L et us search h is box 
and expel him from T he C aptain once and for all time. 
I Broadbent-— Y ou  seem to  sketch from  life pretty 
weii. Various Artists.—Please see m y advice to 
.1 jir. F. Tucker ”  in M ay num ber. D. C. Langley. -Verses a bit “  off,”  but I like you fo r  being such a 
patriotic supporter o f  Leicestershire. Tell your book 
seller to order “  R ip ’ s Cricket Caricatures,”  from  the 
foaling Next, W hitefriars Street, Loudon. A  new 
set of them wos published early in M ay. Copper.— 
i good parody, but I ’m tired o f the " A .M .B .”  The 
Crew say they are too. T. B. L. Westerdale.—Y our 
iiandwnting came as a relief to m y  eyes after many 
scrawlings and scribblings. Y ou  are a good, neat boy. 
“Eyed Awry.”— Y our contribution  is too  long for 
the "Special Pages.”  I hope to use it in som e future 
number in another part o f  this m agazine. It is 
decidedly good. In  future, keep your contributions 
ihort. J. H. Parsonage.— See A ugust (1899) “  E d i
torial”  for hints to  b la ck -a n d -w h ite  artists. Y our

work is crude, as yet, but plenty o f pains and practice 
w ill im prove it considerably. P. W. Drof.—T he 
same remarks apply to you. I hope to use your “  Bull 
F ig h t”  either in this or the next num ber. G. B. T. 

'(C ampbell T own, S ydney) .— Read your letter right 
through, nnd liked it. I  give you colonials a com p, 
whenever I can, because you ’re a jolly , breezy lot, and 
you ’ re “  loyal ”  as British lions. D on ’t ever think 
again that we over here despise you  or look down 
upon you. In  this country our one feeling for you is 
brotherly  friendship. S h a k e !

Also sent Contributions.—Arthur B . W illiam s, 
“  T ob la t,”  H erbert W ebb, R. F oster , 11 Caesar,”  Gladys 
Peacock, Arthur M. H ackshaw , “  E tonian ,”  H enry 
M oore, “  TJnslopogaas,”  “  A . W . B . ,”  T . Crew, “  Pro- 
B riton ,”  W . C. Belfrage, “  Sirdar,”  C. Parsons, Arthur 
Roster, H arold Barnshaw, A . B ostoch , A . B . Fearnley, 
“  L ocinge,”  “ Ladism ith ,”  M. M ilner, “ Q uill,”  M ar
garet Rose, “  R . O. T . R .,”  Frederick W allace, H . 
Jam es, “  Yet Another o f the C rew ,”  O. H . Mavor, 
F . W . Sleetburn, F . P . Savage, “ G anym ede,”  
“  Sp ida,”  F red  Thom pson, A rthur W ellesley Mason, 
“  D erb y .”

N .B .—Those not mentioned will understand that their 
contributions arrived too late for consideration in this 
number.

“ CAPTAIN ” COMPETITIONS FOR JUNE.
NOTICE. — As previously announced, we have 

itdded to abolish the coupon system, so that 
mders may enter for aa many competitions as 
tte^Uke;_In_fUturo;_at_the_to]2_ol_the_HrBt_^^e 
Uejbllowlng particulars most be clearly written.

Competition N o . ------, C l a s s ------ , N a m e ------ ,

Address------ , A g e -------,

CONDITIONS.—Tht^Jiijrhesl^yje^imiiH^went^Jive.
hellers to the Editor should not be sent with competitions. 

- e lnlst 10 vour honour to send in unaided work.

CtRLS may compete.
Aon,may enter for ns many competitions as you like, 
rai comp." must be sent in a separate envelope, or, 
rai possible, on a post-card.

—every casc the Editodsjecisionjs^finah^arid^ie^at^t

Pages should be connected with paper-fasteners ; notgins.
Address envelopes and post-cards as follows :—Competi- 

S,, ‘ p ■ Class------ , " T he C a p t a in ," 12, Burleigh
Strand, London.All

‘ • V--'.‘Cycling Tour.” Three prizes of 
string Wl] awarded for the three best de- 
of i k i L  a s*10rt cy^»ng tour, such as a party 
olacft.*  7.?̂ 's coulcl undertake. Give route, cost, 

" Not to exceed 400 words.P'aoestoput „ P) etc.
Class 1.
Gass II. ........
Class ]||.

Age lim it: Twenty-five. 
Age limit : Twenty.
Age lim it: Sixteen.

N-o. 2.— “ Cricketers’ Alphabet-” Three 
“ S w a n ” F o u n t a in  Pens will be given for the 
three best alphabets on the system of “ A  was an 
Archer who shot at a frog,” introducing famous 
cricketers’ names.

Class I...................................  Age limit : Twenty-one.
Class II..........................    Age limit : Eighteen.
Class III................................  Age limit: Fifteen.

No. 3.— “ Map of India.” Three prizes 
of 7s. each will be awarded to the senders of 
the three best maps of India.

Class I....................................  Age limit: Twenty-one.
Class II..................................  Age limit : Eighteen.
Class III................................  Age limit: Fifteen.

No. 4.— “  Amateur Photography.” Three 
prizes of 7s. each will be awarded for the three 
best amateur photos of (a) a landscape or building,
(6) portrait, (c) figure subjects. You must only 
send in one subject out of the three.

Class I. .........................  Age limit : Twenty-one.
Class II................ ........... Age limit: Eighteen.
Class III..............................  Age lim it: Filteen.

No. 5.— “  Sphinx's Puzzles.”  (See back of 
Frontispiece and p. 279.) Three prizes of 7s. 
will be awarded to the senders of the three best 
sets of solutions to these puzzles.

Class I.................................  Age limit : Twenty-five,
Class II................................ Age lim it: Sixteen.
Class III..............................  Age limit : Twelve.

No. 6.—“ Postboy’s Song.” One guinea 
will be paid for the best musical setting of “ The 
Postboy’s Song ” {vide p. 278).

N O  A OE LIM IT F O R  T H IS  C O M P E T IT IO N .

a number 0/ Competitors seem hazy on this point, let them understand, cnce and for all, that a 
Competitor may enter for (say) an age limit 25 comp., ao long aa be  S i s  cot actually turned 26. 
The same rule applies to ail the other age limits.



“ A t the Front.”— C o r r e s p o n d e n ts  from  
va riou s  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  h a v e  b e e n  se n d in g  m e  
lists o f  o ld  b o y s  w h o  h a v e  g o n e  o u t  t o  “ w ipe  
so m e th in g  o f f  a  slate ”  in O o m  P a u l’s s c h o o l 
room . E v e ry  s c h o o l  in  th e  c o u n try  h as sen t 
s o m e b o d y , I s u p p o s e  ; o f  c o u rse , th e  m a jor ity  
o f  o fficers  h a v e  been  
co n tr ib u te d  b y  th e  great 
p u b lic  s c h o o ls , w h ose  
ranks o f  o ld  b o y s  h ave  , 
been  sa d ly  th in n e d  by  
B o e r  bu llets.

T h e  flow er  o f  G reat B rita in ’s you th  is-voluntarilr 
fa c in g  th e  B o e rs . W h e n  th e  war is over, *c 
w ill se t m a rb le  cro sse s  o v e r  m an y rough graves 
D ulce et decorum est pro patria m oril

Here are s o m e  figu res  from  the big schools 
. co n ce rn in g  “ old boys

If  this w ar has
d o n e  n o th in g  e lse , it has 
sh ow n  us th a t w e  can  
pu t a g ig a n tic  c it izen  
a r m y  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  
sh o u ld  o c c a s io n  requ ire  
it. W h e n  “  B o b s  ”  was 
d e p u te d  to  ta k e  the war 
in  h a n d , a n d  th e  m ilitia , 
y e o m a n ry , a n d  v o lu n 
teers w ere ca lle d  u p o n  to  
su p p ly  m en , w h at a g a l
lant an sw er th e  co u n try  
m a d e ! O u r  co n tin e n ta l 
cr it ics  r u b b e d  th eir ey es  
in a sto n ish m e n t. T o  
R ussia , F ra n ce , a n d  G e r 
m an y w e h a v e  taught a 
stern  lesson . T h e y  force 
their y o u n g  m e n  to  serve  
as s o ld ie r s ;  w e  ask ou rs

at th e  f r o n t ;

Eton ... -  *53
H arrow  ... -  43d
Cheltenham ... n
W ellington .. ... V)
M arlborough ... 245
W inchester... ... 2J)
C lifton ... ... ifo
M alvern ... ... &>

‘ I wasn't going to give you anything, but you 
sang ‘ Home, Sweet Home l ’ so pathetically that I cannot

L ad y :

“ Other school!
are  in v ited  tosupplyn® 
bers. I t  doesn’t mats 
w h eth er they run ini« 
th ree  figures or not.Seni 
th e m  along. I am ® 
fo rm e d  that the Regd 
S treet Polytechnic c» 
tr ib u ted  eighty-two of 
m em b ers . I shall beg* 
to  rece iv e  lists from t* 
d red  institutions.

refuse you. I suppose you have no place to go to, my 
poor man 1 "

T ram p : “ 'Tnin't exactly that, lady, thank yer. Me 
wife said if I didn't bring 'er 'ome a bob by to-night, she'd 
break me blooming 'ed ter m e ! "

(By Reub Cohen.)

to. B o e r  n a m es  o f  p e o p le

“ Boer Nam®8'
G . P . H arris wishes 
k n o w  th e  correct p  
n u n cia tion  o f wf31 

a n d  places. This

The call to arms rang th ro u g h  th e  lan d , 
a n d  fron t e v e ry  qu arter m en  c a m e  “ m a rch in g , 
m a rch in g ' t o  th e  w ar.”  N o t  o n ly  “  D u k e s ’ 
s o n s ,”  b u t D u k e s  th e m se lv e s  p u t o n  k h ak i a n d  
w en t to  th e  fro n t. N o  fo r c in g . N o  c o m p u ls io n .

h o w  :—
K ru ger ... 
Cronje ... 
N ylstroom  
Eland slaagtc 
Bloemfontein 
Johannesburg 

' Paardeburg

Krpgrr 
Cronye 
Sam e as spell
Elandslachtr
BloSmfontine
Yohannesburg 
Pardeburg ■

/
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“School Football Results.”— Owing 
to the carelessness or forgetfulness of secretaries 
and captains of school football clubs, I have so 
far received only a moderate number of returns. 
] shall publish a list in the next issue of T he 
Captain By that time more results may have 
come in. '« Maffy - King,” “  N an ,” “  An English 
girl ” and “ W. E .” all Avrite to denounce “ Wynne’s ” pro-Boer sentiments. Perhaps I did not quote enough o f her letter. “  W ynne,” being very tender-hearted, merely wished to imply that she sympathised with both parties.Here is the most fiery epistle I have received on the subject. T he fair writer seems to be very cross indeed:—

Dear Old Fag ,—Are you 
tier filled with an overwhelm
ing desire to punch someone's 
head? I am undergoing that 
feeling just now. and the ob
ject of my wrath is a reader 
of yours who shelters herself 
under the miserable non 1 de 
/i/umeof" Wynne." She says 
her “ sympathies are with the 
Boers-especially the leaders."
Old Fag. there is a  traitor on 
hoard ! The only excuse I can 
find for her is that she is either 
rery stupid or else is not at 
all well up in the war. She 
says her sympathies are with 
the leaders! If any o f the 
Boers are worthy of sym pathy, 
surely they are the rank and 
file, or whatever they call th em 
selves ; most of them are fight
ing against their will, and are 
absolutely ignorant o f the 
power of their enemy, w hile 
their leaders deceive them  as 
jo their losses, and altogether 
oltreat them— I don't say they 
don't deserve it. O ld F ag ,
'hat shall we do to her?
* hall wc have her minced up ? 
pr shall we merely have her 
head stuck up on London 
■ ydge, as a warning to  all 
«ber traitors?— Yours.

po . “ M akfy K in g "  (a British lioness.)
n ' ou print this so that she will read

Siege of Ladysmith.” T his is shilling book containing wonderful photo- Ê pns of the siege— a book to. keep all your e an̂  show to your grandchildren. It gives  ̂ a splendid idea o f the positions o f the . hospitals, etc.— in fact, it is theyet Ladysmith photographs I  have
Correspondence.”—I must cut

m y  “  E d ito r ia l C h a t ”  sh ort this m o n th  in  o rd e r  
to  rep ly  t o  th e  letters I  h a v e  re ce iv e d . T h o s e  
w h o  d o  n o t  r e c e iv e  re p lie s  m u st re m e m b e r  that 
m y  sp a ce  is  very  lim ited .

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
(Held over from, May.)

H . M . L . (Ayr) says it’s horrid being only a girl. 
Well, it’s better than being some other things, 
“  H. M. L.” It’s better than being a rabbit, kept as 
a pet by a boy of ten who doesn’ t understand rabbits ; 
it’s better to be a girl than to be a fox, or a kangaroo, 
or a hippopotamus. Anyhow, “  H. M. L.” should at 
least be grateful that she’s a white girl. It’s better to

be a white girl than a yel
low girl, or a red girl, or, if 
it comes to that, a copper - 
coloored girl.

Cynthia- - Yes, you 
have a fairly useful fish 
though not an elegant one; 
it will grow “ eleganter” 
as you grow older. Mr. 
Gooch is glad to hear you 
like "The Stamp Col
lector ” so much.

Amateur—There will 
be photographic comps, all 
through the summer. Be
ing an O.F., you know, 
“ amateur ” service.

E . £ .  15. ^Dodd-—I am
not going to discuss the 
end - of - the • century ques
tion. What I say and what 
I stick to it—the twentieth 
century begins on January 
1 st, 1901.

F . J . L .—The best cy
clist corps in the South 
London Brigade is prob
ably that attached to the 
Queen’s Westminster Vol
unteers, James Street, 
Buckingham Gate, S.W. 
If you want a volunteer 
corps “  over the water,” 
join the 4th V.B. Royal 
West Surrey, New Street, 
Kennington, S.E.

E. C. W- (Hornsey).—  
As an excellent camera, I 
would recommend to you 
Messrs. Benetfink’s (of 

Cheapside, E.C.) “ Lightning” hand camera, price 
two guineas. It carries twelve quarter-plates, but, 
for an additional half-a-guinea, may be had to hold 
twenty-four films. With the 1900 model is included 
a set 01 "magnifiers” for changing the focus from 
being “ fixed ” to 9ft., 6ft., or 3ft., and this is a great 
advantage, as it enables the instrument to be used 
with better success for portrait work.

“  The R at ”  (Rugby).—I don’t see why you should 
send him to Coventry, As he is one against many, I 
think it is "  caddish ”—your own term—of you to 
kick and cuff him. Be a magnanimous “  Rat,” and 
let him alone.

Tom Clarke. — There is a skating rink at 
Knightsbridge (London), which is open all the year 
round, I believe. -------

“  o r  A L L  TH E  T IE S  I  EV ER  TIE D , I  NEVER T IE D  A T IE  
TH A T  T IE D  L IK E  TH IS  T IE  T IE D ."

(Drawn by Lewie Higgins, aged IS.)
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w. H. Schofield —A “ C aptain batlge ” would 
interfere with the ordinary school badge, worn on 
hat or cap.

G - Reynolds.—Thanks for the Georgian.
Torquinian would be obliged if T. H. Durrans 

would tell him how to use the hektograph. This 
hektograph seems to be exercising the minds of our 
readers, Mr. Durr&ns, sir.

P . N. I*.—(1) The average height of a boy of 
thirteen ranges between 4ft. 8ins. and 4ft. lOins. (2) I  am very; pleased, indeed, to hear that T he 
C aptain has been the means of making you “  turn 
over a new leaf.” Write again whenever you 
like.

Darnton.—Your coins, being but tokens and 
medals, are of too little value to sell.

A Daughter Of Erin.—(1) Clean your dog’s 
leather collar with ordinary brown boot polish. (2) I 
should advise you to use bromide paper, which yields 
better results than P.O.P., and is not so expensive 
as'platinotype.

“  Captainite ” —I know 
of no way of cleaning the covers 
of old books, but you might get' 
a local bookseller to do it for 
you.

Edna E.—I am Borry to 
have to decline your very kind 
offer.

John Campbell.—For
crests write to Messrs. Parkins 
& Gotto, Oxford Street, Lon
don, W.

Dickie ’ ’ (N.W.P., I ndia).
—Thank you for your long 
letter. You must be a capital 
sister. I can quite Bee you, 
with all your “ big, handsome” 
brothers round yon. Each 
series of School Captains costs 
six stamps. Postage to India 
would be 3d.

N. Y. We8tall tells me 
that, touching our article on 
the “  Raising of the Utopia,” 
his father was on the bridge 
of that vessel when she was 
raised.

Anodomani.—(l) Write 
to Messrs. A. A F. Denny, 407,
Strand, London, W.C., for Hugo’s “  German Sim
plified,”  price Is. 8d. post free. (2) By all means 
take up photography as a hobby. It is both in
structive and enjoyable. (3) Your handwriting is not 
bad, but it will be greatly improved by studying 
Pitman’s “ Business Handwriting,”  price Is., which 
you can obtain from Messrs. Denny, as above.

Ladysmith —Send Is. 2d. to L. Upcott Gill, 
170, Strand, London, W.C., for “  Fancy Mice,” which 
will tell you how to keep all sorts of mice.

“ Ramrod.”—No license is required for an air- 
pistol, as it is not a “ fire-arm.”

A. L. M —You want to know of a good bird- 
fancier’s ? Well, write to Augustus Zache, 196, Great 
Portland Street, W.

A Yankee Britisher.—Last season Marl
borough beat Rugby by 2 wickets and 225 runs.

“ K haki” wants the addresses of some riding 
schools in the W. or S.W. district. Here arc a couple: 
The Albert Gate Riding School, Rutland Yard, High

A LONG-ARM BALANCE ’ UNDER W ATER BY A 
TONBRIDGE BOY.

(A snapshot, by James Booth.)

Road, Knigbtsbridge, W., and Messrs. Savigoar 4 
16, Child’s Place, Earl’s Court, S.W. '

Nellie (Paisley).—Not having heard of the in. 
cident you speak of, I regret I cannot tell y01 
whether efforts are being made to catch the hawk 
which was partial to the Guildhall pigeons. Thank 
you for your good wishes.

Raphael Thomas—<i) “ The storming of 
Greyhouse”  appeared in our first number (April 
1899). (2) C aptain competitions are open to all
C aptain readers, provided they come within the g» 
limits. (3) “  How to Join the Cape Mounted Rifles* 
appeared in our issue for January of this year 
(No. 10). All back numbers are still obtainable at 
the usual price—sixpence.

D. H. Marks sends what is practically a defence 
of bull-fighting. It is ably done, and Mr. Marks 
argues well from the Spaniard’s point of view, We 
in this country, however, cannot countenance such 
“  sport,” We are too civilised.

An Auckland Boy telle
me that T he C aptain is largely 
circulated iu New Zealand. 
He himself has lent VoL L to 
three Maories already, and 
their settlement is now getting 
it regularly through him. 
Good 1

Andrew Braid (Wnn-
sob, Ontario) writes: “ Yonr 
magazine is on file in oar 
public library, and is tnnei 
in demand by the hove of 
Windsor.”

Louis Bertrand, writ
ing from Melbourne, says that 
“  never in his life has he been 
in such a crowd as that which 
saw the second contingent ol 
Australians off to the Cape, 
except on the occasion of Her 
Majesty’s Jubilee.”

(June.)
“The Babe” (Scnmb- 

land) seems to live in a curious 
part of the world. According 
to her, “  it blows, snows, hails, 
freezes, and thaws ” all at out 
np there. Dear me! it’s a bsd 

old climate, isn’t it? But, as Kingsley said, “it* 
English weather that makes Englishmen.”

The Sub-Captain.—I cannot see my way to 
organise a Chess Tourney of the kind you mention.

“  Estonian.”—Why not get a jolly little fox terrier 
pup ? But do learn all about how to feed and clean 
him. So many boys have pets without really under
standing how to look after them.

Pereival Stuart Watts.-We alwaysi«j- 
deavour to return maps when stamps are enclo*°- 
I am pleased to hear you wish to give yours to y<X“ 
old instructor. . . ^

The Old PUSS.—I believe the crock regimen 
band is that of the Grenadier Guards, ,
long time, was conducted by Lieut. Dan. Oom 
It is provided, equipped, and maintained entire y J 
the officers of the regiment. „  «

A. Varley.—Thanks for cricket card of 
Lane C.C. I don’ t like the advtisements on n- 

H. E. Hosking (Durham S chool) hasfivecons'
“ at the front.”  Fighting family, this.
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E nthusiastic Photograther : “  Just a moment like that, please

S e c o b ia n .— (1) A n ybody can enter for our com - 
netitions provided he com es w ithin the top age'lim it. 
{9) Your second question is one for  a doctor to decide, 
" n o i n q u e f o l i u m - — B y  “  properly introduced ”  I 

mMnt introduced by  a mutual friend or acquaintance. 
The society of young
Mies (as you say, “ in .
moderation ” ) is all
very well, but just ‘
now you ought to be 
thinking chiefly o f 
yon; cricket aver
age.

A C o n s t a n t  
Reader of “ The  
Captain.” — Yes, 
cane the youngbeggar, 
or send him to a school 
where he will have to 
do as he is told.
Absent-Minded 

B e g g a r  (H obart,
Tasmania). — Greet
ings to you, and all 
other loyal members 
of the crew in Hobart.

R- A. C. Bachelor.—Send an original drawing 
to the “ Special Pages.”  You appear to have some 
ability.

A Dog Fancier (G ermany).—Keep a fox terrier. 
A Carthusian tells me that in most houses at 

Charterhouse “  there is what is called a ‘ New Boys’ 
Exam.,’ which is conducted by the bigger boys, and 
consists of questions about the captain of the school, 
football and cricket teams, etc.”  My correspondent 
adds that T he C aptain is very popular at Charter
house, and has a large circulation among the boys 
there.

C. Fillan.—Give up all idea of becoming a war 
correspondent. You are not even a journalist. No 
paper would dream of sending out a correspondent 
who hadn’t had some 
journalistic experience,

Marcus Super
bus. -  Mr. Wilson 
Barrett’s age is not 
mentioned in “ Who’s 
Who,” which is the 
best book to look these 
things up in. I should 
say he is about fifty.

H. A. Finlaison.
—Next time we have a 
rowing cover I will bear 
m mind your friendly 
criticism.
, A. L .—Y our sugges

t s  are good. Y our 
writing is clear, and 
snows character.
Robert Blair.—

'Shave photo comps., 
ana every now and then 
little articles on phoio- 
draphy. That is all I 
LaD “° with the subject at present*
frviuT Swan “  happened to jump
.p-n ig  quotation,” which he considers

To fly the boar, before the boar pursues 
n ere to incense the boar to follow us.

Bichard III., Act li., Sc. 3.

O’Hoolihan : “  Hov yez heard the news ? Pat O'Cloyski fell 
from a six-storey roof an’ he niver broke a lim b! ’’

M'Phat : “ Oi don't belave it.”
O'Hoolihan : '• It's the truth. He fell on his head I"

I D r a u n  I j j  R u tb  Coliet:.)

on the 
to be

A. G. B .-I  think Judge Hughes m erely intended 
to  portray a typical public school-boy. N o doubt he 
put a good deal o f  h im self into the character of 
“  T om  B row n .”

Dennis G. Broad.— (1) H ave the bike done
u p ; the old “  w heel”  
ought to last you an
other year or two. (2 ) 
P h oto rather too dim  
for  reproduction. (3) 
Y our w riting will 
“  form  ”  by the tim e 
youare eigliteenor so.

Graeme D. Wil
liams,— I am th ink
ing o f starting a 
“ B ook  C orner,”  but 
I  cannot run a “  L i
brary Club ”  such as 
you  suggest.

T. L. S h a d 
dock. —  G lad you 
are giving Vol. II. to 
your young brother 
as a birthday pre
sent.

Mandolin.— T h e m andolin  is both a m an’s and 
a w om an ’s instrum ent. I  prefer it to  the banjo, 
m yself. Paderew ski is the finest pianist in the 
w orld. T he m ost distinguished English  pianist is, 
I  believe, M r. Leonard B orw ick .

“Railway a c” and others— I  handed your 
letters to the writer o f the article, w ho tells roe that 
h is figures, giving the height of the B aattock summ it, 
were m isprinted. “ 4 ,”  should have read “ 1.”  Its 
correct height is 1,015ft. above sea level— not 1,025ft. 
as stated in one letter.

Old Cheltonian. —  M any thanks for  your 
laboriously-com piled list o f “ O ld B oys at the F ront.”

Pirate ( M a b i t z b u r g ) .— T hanks for  photo, w hich 
I  hope to  use. Y'our letter did not reach m e until

the M ay num ber had 
gone to press. As re 
gards your proposed 
paper, find out how 
m any would buy it re
gularly, and then ask 
a local printer for an 
estimate.

Other C o r r e s 
pondents. —  “  Soli
taire,”  Owen Parry, 
“ E rin ,”  H . G . R ., 
“ B unny,”  “ A n  Arde&t 
W ykeham ist,”  “  C lifto- 
nian,” “  W ellingtonian,”  
“ A  M arlbnrian,”  “  Chel
ton ian”  (2 ),“  A  Present 
E tonian ,”  “ A  W ell- 
w isher o f the C ap. , ”  
H arley llnssell (photo 
o f  B . G. S. pavilion), 
“  A  Constant Reader,”  
“ F irst L i e u t e n a n t , ”  
“ C r u s a d e r , ”  G. D . 

H arry (Football card, Oswestry G ram m ar School), 
E thel Bellini, and many others are thanked for kind 
letters, photographs, criticism s, and suggestions.

A number o f answert held over.

T H E OLD FAG.



THE TWELVE GREATEST ENGLISHMEN
T h e  fo l lo w in g  is th e  list, in o rd e r  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  n u m b e r  o f  v o te s  e a ch  rece ived , of ^  

th e  readers o f  T he C a pt a in  c o n s id e r  to  b e  th e  T w e lv e  G reatest B ritish -b orn  S u bjects of Ha 
M a jesty  th e  Q u e e n  :—

1. -H .R .H . THE PRINCE OF
WALES.

2. —LORD SALISBURY.
3. —LORD ROBERTS.
4. -LORD KITCHENER.

5 . -M R . JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN.
6. -M R . CECIL RHODES. 
T.-LORD ROSBBBRY.
8.—SIR HENRY IRVINQ.

I 9.—MR. A. J. BALFOUR.

10. -M R . RUDYARD KIPLIHQ
11. —THE ARCHBISHOP OF

CANTERBURY.
12. -L T ..C 0 L . R. S. BADEN-

POWELL.
Among those who came closely after the elected twelve were: The Duke of York, the Duke of Cambridge, Sir Anho 

Sullivan, Dr. W . G. Grace, Lord Wolseley, Sir Redvers Btiller, Sir George White, Sir John Lubbock, Dr. Conan Doylt 
Sir H. M. Stanley, “  Fighting Mac," General French, Lord Charles Beresford, Sir William MacCormac, Mr. Hall Caint 
the Lord Chief Justice, George Meredith, and "  lan Maclaren," '

Results of April Competitions.
No. I.— Boat Proae E x tra c t on “  In d u s try .”
CLASS I. (Age limit: Twenty-five.)
Winner op “ Sw an"  Fountain Pe n : W ilfred M. Hall , 

IP, Mount I*reston, Leea.v
A Consolation Prize has been awarded to: Dorothy 

E vans, 12, Claremont Road, Cricklewood, N.W.
Honourable Mention: C. Prosser, E. J. Pike, Elsie Sim

mons,‘Albina Pilkington, George Reynolds.
CLASS IT. (Agelimit: Twenty.)
W inner of “ Swan” Fountain Pe n : John B. Edoar, 

Ashton, Lockerbie, N.B.
A Consolation Prize  has been awarded to: Mab. 

Bloomer, “ The Poplars," Tettenball Road, Wolverhampton.
Honourable Mention : Lilian Ormlston, Grace Durand, 

Oswald Prest, Nellie Alexander, H. Hirst, Reuben Cohen, 
Walter Jones, E. A. Miller, Ida Ashford, A, G, Goode, F. Bas- 
ton, Martin Briggs, B. Gilbertson.

CLASS III. (Age limit: Sixteen.)
W innf.r of “ Sw an"  Fountain Pe n : Sydney W illiams, 

29, Balaclava Street, Swansea.
Consolation Prizes have been awarded t o : T. B. L. W es- 

tkrdale, 49, City Road, E.C.; and Frederick Death, High 
Sireet, Ixwortb, Bury St. Edmunds.

Honourable Mention: Janet Betts, G. Adam, James 
Brunton, Harry Robinson, A. G. Roper, Robert Stuart, Janet 
l-aidl&w, J. A. Waide, Lucius Deering.S. Heald, George Young, 
Frank Melbuiah, Horace Dickinson.

No. II.— Boot “ M ap  o f  A u s tra lia .”
CLASS I. (Age limit: Twenty-one.)
Winner op 10s. 6d.: R. Harold B oyle, Third Avenue, 

Sherwood Rise, Nottingham.
Honourable Mention : Kathleen Mary Starkin, M. Cock, 

Maude F. A. Curran, Henry Hooper, W. J. Corke, Dorothea 
Bowden. C. Prescott, Madeline Mather. Dorothy Churchill, 
Percy W. Gerhard, Irene Crosthwaite, Ethel Walker, Robert 
Adam, Jean A. Mann, Annie F. Baker, Mary Moreton, Ruth 
t'higDell, Kate Valentine-Thomerson, Ethel Beilin, Elsie J. 
Tattersall.

CLASS II. (Agelimit: Eighteen.)
■Winner op 10s. 6d.: L uthf.r L owden, Grafton House 

Grange Avenue, Allerton, Bradford, Yorks.
Honourable Mention: Sybil Haines, Fred. Inkster, Syd

ney F. Corby, R. N. Bocquet, Winifred A. Weston, Win Black- 
stone, Averil Mary Picot, Alec Cane, A. Wakeford, C. E. Morris, 
Muriel Wakefield, P. 8. Watts, Vere Repton, Stanley Attwell,
M. A. Morris, James O. Nicoll, A. E.H. Palmer, John Wood, 
Irene Martin, L. E. H. Wareham, Edward LardeDt, Evelyn 
Sharp, A. C. Mackenzie, Violet Dnke, Charles J. Ccoke, Dora 
Hawkens, Florence Marquand, A. N. Ruddock, R, R. Russell, 
Janet Laidlaw, Martin 8. Briggs, F. A. H. Henley, Hylda 
Easton, S. T. Hennell, Harry Locker, H. S. Sawyer, W. W\ 
Goalen, Muriel M. Song, Kathleen Duke, W. J. Martin, A. W. 
Cleaver, N. Miller, Lettice E. Evans, Thomas Linton.

CLASS III. (Age limit: Sixteen.)
I Ob. 6d. divided between: L. MacDonald G ill, " Strath

more,” Bognor; and Gordon Jellico e, 74, ParkhiU Road,
N. W.

Honourable Mention: David Pryde, E. Grelg Smith, 
Maggie L. Joslln, Andrew P. Brown, Ian C. Russell, Gladys M. 
Burnham, L. J. Smith, J. G. Dollman, M. Dorothy Stalker, 
Tom Street, J. E. Sunderland, Hugh Thomas, Ronald Whit
aker, Frederick Lardent, F. W. Blden, W. 3. Lewis, Edwin 
Charles Hill, Albert Jackson, William Roberts, Stanley Bar
ker, Fred. Worthington, Joseph H. Clarke, Ernest Law, R. 
Kerr, Marigold Edmon9tone, T. W. Herring, Dorothey Wheat
ley, A. Allen, Ethel Cranmer, Louis Richards, H. G. Chippln- 
dall, G. H. Pearson, F. Maynard, V. McCann, A. H. Davies, 
Grace Elllston, N. C. Wilson, H. Kingscote, AJKlngicote,F. P,

Figg, Freda Stacey, C Langslow, S. G. Heath, Jennie Robert, 
son, Bertie Fox, G. L. Field, Grade Hughes, Edith htsplq, 
Helen C. Williamson, Stanley D. Adam, Kathleen B.Tbomu 
H. H. Sampson.

No. III.—“ T w e lv e  G r e a te s t  Living: Englishmen."
CLASS I. (Age limit: Twenty-five.)
W inner op 10h, 6d .: Miss Churchill, The School', 

Shrewsbury (11 right).
A Consolation Prize has been awarded to : M. E. Ddtms, 

38, Castle Street, Canterbury.
Honourable Mf.ntion : Lily Carey, Margery Darls, F. 

Dlcken, E. R. Abell, Meta McFerran.
CLASS II. (Age lim it: Twenty.)
W inner of 10s. 6d .: A. W. Annaxd, 26, Claremont HID, 

Shrewsbury (9 right; 4 in right order).
Consolation Prizes have been awarded to: Pf.bct Why 

f.ndf.n, “ Glenaide." Tunbridge Wells; and Annie M. Fostq, 
Victoria Road, Hitchin.

Honodrablf. Mention : Lottie Thomas, Joan Thoms, 
H. Melhulsli, R. Brent Clark, Frank Smith, Francis Crisp, 
Ellen Brown, R. L. Dutton.

CLASS III. (Agelimit: Sixteen.)
W inner op 10s. 6d .: Marion Churchill, The School.', 

Shrewsbury GO right; neatest list).
Consolation Prizes have been awarded to: J. Lin,li 

Park Hill, Clapham Park, S.W.; and Gilbert Micaro, , 
Kraesult, Callander, Perthshire. '

Honourable Mention : J. Hutchin, David Thomu, John 
Matthews, Alec Cane, A. V. Scott, H. Edmunds, WiUm 
Wilson, Kathleen Wildy,

No. I V . - “  C hest."
CLASS I, (Agelimit: Twenty-one.) „
W inner op “ Sw an” Fountain Pe n : A. P. Bbie, 

cawfcn Villa, Gronville, Jersey.
CLASS II. (Agelimit: Eighteen.)
W i n n e r  op “  Swan " Fountain Pen : A. R. Dins, 

High Road, Chiswick.
CLASS III. (Agelimit: Fifteen.)
W inner op “ Swan” Fountain Pe n : R. H. Sopthos,

*  Charing Heath, Kent.
No. V . - “  H a n d w rit in g .”
CLASS I. (Agelimit: Twenty.) ^
W inner op Blottino Ca se : James A. Lepi.t. 83,US'™ 

Park, Stoke Newington, N. , . r
A Consolation Prize has been awarded to: JOHS r 

Harlow, 40, Whitmore Rossi, Small Heath, Binninghsin- 
Honourable Mention : Winifred Stevens, R. Cncnwa 

George McClure, Daisy Jordan. .
CLASS II. (Age limit: Sixteen.)
W inner of Blotting Case : Clause Drew, TiaiM* 

Square, Truro. na-
CON80LATION Prizfs have been awarded to: Jd® ““i  

don Jarvis, Ward 2, Christ’s Hospital, London; and 
Richards, Malpaa Road, Truro, Cornwall. _ n , : 

Honourable Mention: J. W. Johnson, F. W. R.mWjC 
Ernest Law, Maud Centaro, Thomas Macallan, Davw 
W. C. Drummond, L. G. Best.

CLASS III. (Agelimit: Twelve.) .rnu
W inner of Blottino Case : Margaret Ross. ” 

bridge, near Bristol.
A Consolation Prizf, has been awarded to; ,  

W rioht, 1, Mande Terrace, Pretoria Avenue, W 
Honourable Mention : A. C. Legard, H. A. Allsln. »  

Holland, Arthur F. Holford, Mary Coi, John C. Craig'
No. VI.— “ S p h in x 1* P u i i ls t ,"  (Fids “ Captain Psh” 

Comer," p. 279.) '



“ DESCRIPTION OF KRUGER.”
T he  “ Old F ag" had an appointment to dine with President Kruger when he was over 

in this country some twenty years ago. The “ Old Fag” kept the appointment at a certain 
restaurant, but President Kruger didn't turn up. The “ Old Fag" had to keep another 
appointment later on, and so, as the waiter did not know President Kruger by appearance, 
the “ Old F ag ’’ described the President to him. Now it is not a very easy matter sometimes 
to describe people, so this competition is as follows:—

Three Half Sovereigns will be awarded for the three best descriptions of President 
Kruger, of a kind that would impress themselves on the mind of a waiter having a great 
many other things to think of. Write as clearly as possible, and make your descriptions as 
short as possible. O nl^j3ost<ardtejihould_J)e_senti

CLASS I. .................................................. (Open to Everybody).
CI.ASS II. ... ... ... ... ... (Age lim it: Twenty-one).
CLASS III. ............... .. ..............  (Age lim it: Fifteen).

Post-cards should be addressed: “  K ruger Competition , "  T he Ca p t a in , 12, Burleigh 
Street, Strand, London, W .C ., and should reach us not later than July 1 2 th.

lit.—3a





O  ra p id  h ave  b e e n  th e  strides
j  w ith  w h ich  p h o to g r a p h y  has
“ ta k en  its p la c e  as o n e  o f

th e  fo re m o st  m ean s o f  p ic 
tor ia l illu stra tion , a n d  s o  im 
p r o v e d  are th e  m e th o d s  o f  

. p h o to g r a p h ic  r e p ro d u c t io n ,
that in the record in g  o f  th e  p resen t w ar p h o to 
graphy is p laying an  im p o rta n t part, a n d  is a  
most keen rival to  
the war-artist in p o r 
traying scenes at th e  
front. Indeed , s o m e  
have sa id  t h a t  it 
supersedes the war- 
artist by ren derin g  
a more truthful p ic - 
ttire of the m o v e 
ments o f  our fo rce s  
and the cam p-life o f  
our troops. T h is m ay  
he so to a certa in  . 
intent; but for actu al 
“ hie - pictures th e  
^■artist holds h is  
o*n--snapping b e - 
!n8 impossible w ith- 
111 .tho zone o f  fire, 
owing to the p ro b - 
noility o f  t |le  p h o to _ 
grapher h i m s e l f  
kmg “ s n ip ed ”  b y
E me Boer sharp- 
mooters. r

deavour^6' ^ ' 5' 11̂  P arisian  p h o to g ra p h e r  en- 
the arf , * ° m a n u fa ctu re  s o m e  p h o to s  o f  

Ua fighting. H e  e n g a g e d  a  n u m b e r

o f  “  su pers,”  d ressed  th em  u p  to  represen t 
th e  riva l com b a ta n ts , p r o v id e d  th e  n ecessary  
sm o k e , e tc ., a n d  w h en  th e  film s w ere  fin ish ed  
for  p r o d u c t io n  o n  th e  c in e m a to g ra p h , d e s c r ib e d  
th e  a c t io n  as “  T h e  B o e rs  d r iv in g  b a ck  the 
B r it ish ,”  or  “ T h e  B ritish  b e a tin g  o f f  the 
B o e r s ,”  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  p ro - o r  an ti - B o e r  
sym p ath ies  o f  h is a u d ie n ce . T h is  is th e  
n earest a p p ro a ch  to  p h o to g r a p h ic  illustration

o f  th e  actu a l figh tin g  
w e  h ave  h e a rd  o f —  
a n d  a  v e r y  c o n  
v e n ie n t o n e , t o o !

S o m e  m o n th s  ago , 
at a  lantern  le ctu re  
g iv e n  in  a  c o n t in e n 
ta l c ity , a  s lid e  was 
th row n  o n  th e  screen  
as re p re se n tin g  “ A  
c o m m a n d o  o f  B u rg 
h ers lea v in g  fo r  th e  
F r o n t ,”  b u t this was 
r e c o g n i s e d  b y  an 
E n g lish m a n  in  t h e  
a u d ie n ce  as a  p ic 
ture o f  t h e  N e w  
S o u th  W a le s  L a n 
cers  in  th e  D ia m o n d  
J u b ile e  p r o ce s s io n  ! 
I t  is  sa id  “ p h o to 
g ra p h y  c a n n o t  lie .”  
11 c a n  —  b u  t in  
n e ith e r  o f  th e  a b o v e  
ca ses  d id  it.

C o n s p ic u o u s  a m o n g s t  th e  ca m era s  ta k en  to  
th e  fron t b y  th e  o fficers  th em se lv es  w ere  t o  b e  
seen  th e  E a stm a n  K o d a k s , in  th e ir  n ea t k h ak i

T H E  MODEBN G A LLEV  SLAVE.
A snapshot of the ship’s cook on the deck of a steamer.



T H E  C A P T A I N .

finished off and enlarged. 
Shelley is a lso  provided Kitj, 
t h a t  m o s t  marvellous pro., 
duction of modern science, tbt 
“ Telephoto” lens,, a combinaticB 
of the telescope with the ordinary 
photographic lens, with which 
when used in conjunction with 
h is  K o d a k ,  he  is able to 
photograph objects at a distance 
of over a quarter of a mile, thus 
obtaining pictures which it would 
otherwise be impossible to secure 

This is the latest departure m 
the history of illustrated journalism, 
and gives us yet another glimpse 
of the possibilities of the future of 
photography —  an invention by 
means of which it is possible to 
record on a sensitive plate events 
which take place almost out of 

sight of the naked eye ; an innovation which 
owes its inception to Mr. J. H. Dallmeyer.

We recently had the pleasure of an inter 
view with an official of the “ Kodak 

whom our best thanks art

T H E  rorERB.
A remarkably well focussed picture, giving good distance 

definition.

cases. Probably the reason for so extensive a 
patronage of this particular camera is, no doubt, 
the fact of its great

company, to whom our 
due for permitting us to reproduce the ac
companying “ peace” pictures— all the work 
of amateurs —  in the course of which ire 
were shown some of the “ kodakgraphs” taken 
by officers with our troops in South Africa. 

Particular interest attaches to a set .of films 
exposed by an officer of the Royal Irish Rifles,

adaptability to c ir 
cumstances —  there 
being no need of a 
dark room for load
ing purposes, thanks 
to the daylight-cart
ridge system of filling 
this in stru m en t —  
added to which there 
is the co n v e n ie n t 
“ postability ” of the 
exposed films to this 
country for develop
ment.

The war pictures 
illustrating this arti
cle were taken by 
Mr. Charles Shelley, 
special c o rre s p o n 
dent of the King, 
w i t h  a F o l d i n g  
Pocket Kodak, the 
films being posted 
in l i t t l e  b o x e s  
to London to be An

OUTWARD BOUND.
excellent shot, giving good atmosphere*
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<)

. W ITH  GENERAL FRENCH A T RENEBURG.
A snapshot of Boer prisoners on the way to visit the grave of a comrade. 

By permttncm of the “ King.”

with one o f  w h ich  th ere is c o n n e c te d  a  m o st  
touching story. I t  was a p h o to g ra p h  o f  a  g ro u p  
of Lord M eth u en ’s w o u n d e d , a fter th e  a ct io n  
at Belmont. O n e  o f  th e  
men in the front row  h e ld  
in one hand a Q u e e n ’s 
chocolate b o x ; in th e  
other a M auser b u llet.
On closer exam ination  
we observed a h o le  in th e  
chocolate box, tearing  it 
almost from en d  to  en d .
“ Tommy ’ had carried  
his royal new year’s gift 
in his haversack whi le  on  
the inarch, w hen  t h e y  
were surprised by  a party 
of Boers, and d u rin g  th e  
action which en su ed  h e  

shot, and h ad  it n ot 
t*en for the p re se n ce  o f  
jhe chocolate b o x  th e  
ullet would have p en e- 

tfated h i s  t h i g h  a n d  
matmed him for  life , if  
" ot ,^ave given h im  h is 
death-wound.

Another p icture sh ow s
Party o f  liritish cavalry 
at|ng for a rest> an (jhalt T H E  TH R E E  TOMMIES.

A snapshot taken before tbe war In the Transvaal.

the lo o k  o n  th e  m e n ’ s fa ces o f  in ten se  strain  an d  
eager a n tic ip a tio n  o f  a  trap  is startlin g  t o  b e 
h o ld . O n  th e  h o r izo n  th ere is v is ib le  a  s c o u t  sp y in g  

th e  co u n try  fo r  B o e r  e n 
tren ch m en ts , w h ich  in  the 
m o u n ta in s  b e y o n d  t h e ’ 
p u ffs  o f  sm o k e  fro m  the 
e n e m y ’ s a r t i l l e r y  a r e  
c lea rly  to  b e  seen .

In terestin g , a lso , was 
th e  “ s n a p ”  o f  th e  h e a d 
qu arters o f  t h e  R o y a l  
Irish  R ifles , w h ich  sh ow s 
o n ly  t o o  w ell that w ar is 
n o t  all b e e r  a n d  skittles. 
S o m e  o f  th e  o ffice rs  w ere 
sitting o n  e m p ty  a m m u 
n ition  c a s e s ,  w r i t i n g ,  
u s i n g  o t h e r  c a s e s  as 
tab les ; w h ile  o th e rs  w ere 
actu a lly  u tilis in g  as seats 
great ston es , w h ich  w ere 
in. rea d in ess  to  b u ild  a 
re d o u b t  in  th e  e v e n t  o f  
an  attack .

N o  d o u b t  a fter th e  
w ar is o v e r — a n d  at the 
tim e  o f  w ritin g  th is p e r io d  
d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  
very  far d is ta n t— w e shall
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TH E  IDI.ER8.
A rem arka bly well focussed picture, g iving  good distance 

definition.

cases. Probably the reason for so extensive a 
patronage of this particular camera is, no doubt, 
the fact of its great

finished off and enlarged. 
Shelley is a lso  provided ^  
t h a t  m o s t  marvellous n,J 
duction of modern science,  ̂
“ Telephoto” lens,, a combtnatj, 
of the telescope with the ordinal 
photographic lens, with which 
when used in conjunction tjj 
h is  K o d a k ,  he is able 9 
photograph objects at a distaite 
of over a quarter of a mile, thus 
obtaining pictures which it would 
otherwise be impossible to secure 

This is the Jatest departure u 
the history 'r :'lustrated journalism, 
and gives yet another gimp* 
of the possibilities of the future of 
photography —  an invention bj 
means of which it is possible to 
record on a sensitive plate evens' 
which take place almost out of 

sight of the naked eye ; an innovation which] 
owes its inception to Mr. J. H. Dallmeyer.

We recently had the pleasure of an inter
view with an official of the “ Kodak5 
company, to whom our best thanks ait 
due for permitting us to reproduce the ac 
companying “ peace” pictures— all the woti 
of amateurs —  in the course of which »e 
were shown some of the “  kodakgraphs" taken 
by officers with our troops in South Africa 

Particular interest attaches to a set of films 
exposed by an officer of the Royal Irish Rifles,

adaptability to c ir 
cumstances —  there 
being no need of a 
dark room for load
ing purposes, thanks 
to the daylight-cart
ridge system of filling 
this in stru m e n t —  
added to which there 
is the c o n v e n ie n t 
“  postability ” of the 
exposed films to this 
country for develop
ment.

The w ar p ictu res  
illustrating this arti
c le  w ere taken  b y  
M r  C h a rles  S h e lley , 
sp e c ia l c o r r e s p o n 
d e n t  o f  th e  King, 
w i t h  a  F o l d i n g  
P o ck e t  K o d a k , th e  
film s b>'ing p o s te d  
in  l i t t l e  b o x e s  
U> L o n d o n  t o  b e An

OUTW ARD BOUND.
excellent shot, giving good atmosphere.
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W ITH  GENERAL FRENCH A T RENSBURG.
A snapshot of Boer prisoners on the way to visit the grave of a comrade. 

By permission of the “ King."

with o n e  o f  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  c o n n e c t e d  a  m o s t  

touchin g s t o r y .  I t  w a s  a  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  a  g r o u p  

o f  L o r d  M e t h u e n ’ s  w o u n d e d ,  a f t e r  t h e  a c t i o n  

at B e lm o n t .  O n e  o f  t h e  

men in t h e  f r o n t  r o w  h e l d  

in one h a n d  a  Q u e e n ’s 

chocolate  b o x ; in  t h e  

other a M a u s e r  b u l l e t .

On c lo s e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  

we o b s e r v e d  a  h o l e  i n  t h e  

cho co late  b o x ,  t e a r i n g  it  

almost f r o m  e n d  t o  e n d .

" T o m m y  ’ h a d  c a r r i e d  

his royal  n e w  y e a r ’s  g i f t  

m his h a v e r s a c k  w h i l e  o n  

the m a rc h ,  w h e n  t h e y  

were s u r p r i s e d  b y  a  p a r t v  

o f  B oers , a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  

action w h i c h  e n s u e d  h e  

was shot , a n d  h a d  i t  n o t  

ocen for  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f

k 11 c *10C° i : i te  b o x  t h e  
d ie t  w o u l d  h a v e  p e n e -  

L a t e d  h i s  t h i g h  a n d  

^ ' m e d  h i m  f o r  l i f e ,  i f  
not h a v e  g i v e n  h i m  h i s

" e a t h w o u n d .

A n o th e r  p i c t u r e  s h o w s  

patty o f  B r i t i s h  c a v a l r y  

alll” g  f o r  a  r e s t ,  a n d
THF, THTVFE T03TMTF.S.

A. snapshot taken before tbe war in the Transvaal.

the look on the men’s faces o f intense strain and eager anticipation o f a trap is startling to behold. On the horizon there is visible a scout spying the country for Boer entrenchments, which in the mountains b e y o n d  the puffs of smoke from the e n e m y ’s a r t il le r y  are  clearly to be seen.Interesting, also, was the “ snap” of tbe headquarters o f tb e  R o y a l Irish Rifles, which shows only too well that war is not all beer and skittles. Some of the officers were sitting on empty ammunition c a s e s , w r itin g , u s in g  o th e r  c a se s  as tables ; while others were actually utilising as seats great stones, which were in readiness to build a redoubt in the event of an attack.No doubt after the war is over— and at the time of writing this period does not appear to be very far distant—we shall
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THIS EXTRAORDINARY SNAFbHUT WAS TAKEN FROM T H E  WAR BALLOON A T MOlHH It RIVER. TH E  SANDY NATURE OF 
TUB GROUND W H ERE OUR MEN W ERE FIG H TIN G , T H E  RUTS MADE BY WAGGON W H EELS, AND T H E  PRINTS OF 

THOUSANDS OF HORSES’ HOOFS, ARE P LA IN LY  SHOWN.

By permission of the "King,"

be t r ea te d  t o  n o  e n d  o f  b o o k s  b y  m i l i t a r y  

of f ice rs ; t h e n ,  p e r h a p s ,  w e  s h a l l  g e t  a  g l i m p s e  

of  p ic tu r e s  t h e  f i l m  n e g a t i v e s  o f  w h i c h  w i l l  b e 

come f a m i ly  h e i r l o o m s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  h a v i n g  

been e x p o s e d  “ u n d e r  f i r e . ”

t h e  c o n t i n e n t  o r  a t  t h e  a n t i p o d e s ,  y o u  n e e d  

n e v e r  b e  a f r a i d  o f  h a v i n g  t o  d e n y  y o u r s e l f  a  

s h o t  a t  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  o b j e c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  y o u  m a y  

w i s h  t o  b r i n g  a w a y  a s  a  souvenir o f  a  t r i p  in  

l a n d s  a f a r .  W e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  h e a r

t h a t  w h e n  t h e  

N o r t h  P o l e  is  d i s 

c o v e r e d  “ K o d a k ”  

w i l l  h a v e  a  w i n t e r  

p a l a c e  t h e r e  i n  t h e  

s h a p e  o f  a  d e p o t .  

A n y h o w ,  w e  k n o w  

f o r  a  f a c t  t h a t  

s o m e  o f  t h e i r  f i l m  

h a s  b e e n  t o  t h e  

A n t a r c t i c  r e g i o n s  

—  w i t h  C a p t a i n  

B o r c h g r e v i n k  i n  

t h e  S o u t h e r n  
Cross.

N o  t w o p a s t i m e s  

c o m b i n e  m o r e  h a r 

m o n i o u s l y  t h a n  

p h o t o g r a p h y  a n d  

c y c l i n g .  W h i l e

O f  the p l e a s u r e s  

p f  “  K o d a k i n g  ”  

in th e  p i p i n g  t i m e s  

of  p e ac e  l i n k -  n e e d  

be writ ten, e x c e p t  

‘ o re m a rk  o n  t h e  

‘b o u n d i n g  u n i v e r -  

s a  1 ity o f th e  
k o d a k ,  the g r e a t  

facilities it o f f e r s  

to  t o u r i s t s ,  b y  
tneans o f  t h e  a s 

s u r e d  a b i l i t y  o f  

Purchasing s p o o l s  

° [  in  a l m o s t  

311 the l a r g e  c i t i e s  

the w o r l d — s o  
w orld -w id e i s  i t s  

* Ie’ Wherever 
y°u m a y  be — on

MB. H. C. 6H E LLEY , TH E  WAR CORRESPONDENT OF T H E  “ KINO," 
TAKES I T  EASY A FTER  LUNCH.

From a snapshot.
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etc., are

r e g u l a r  g o o d s  

t h e r e  a r e  t w o  fast

T H E  WHIPPER-IN.

A fine snapshot taken in frosty weather.cycling is an excellent exercise, photography is an interesting and instructive hobby, and the two go well together—the one helping the other. What better companion could one have when on a cycling tour than a camera? For the cyclist-photographer Kodaks are specially adapted, as, being very light and compact, they may easily be carried awheel in special dust- proof cases, which are fitted with springs inside, thereby absorbing all vibration and preventing breakages— as might be the case with glass plates, while the spools of film may be changed by the roadside, without having recourse to a dark room—another distinct advantage.In  conclusion, just a  few words about where, and the conditions under which Kodaks are m a n u fa c tu r e d .T he factory of “  Kodak L td .,” the largest and best equipped of its kind in the world, is at Rochester, New York, U .S .A .It is built on the mill-construction, or “ slow-burning,” plan divided by a fireproof section, and possessing two complete power plants, so that, in the event of fire, the manufacture of Kodaks would not be stopped for a single day.There is another building, a short way out o f the city, known as Kodak Park — a place essentially free from dust and smoke, where it is possible to turn out photographic materials absolutely free from that bete n oir , dirt.It is here, in a building no less complete in all its appointments than that in the city itself, that the films, bro

m i d e  p a p e r s ,  

m a n u f a c t u r e d .

I n  a d d i t i o n  to the 
' elevators,

s e n g e r  e l e v a t o r s ,  o r “ lif^ 

w h i l e  o n  e a c h  floor there 

a r e  f i r e - p r o o f  vaults, in 

w h i c h  a r e  s t o r e d  valuable 

t o o l s ; a n d  t h e  building 

i s  c o o l e d  i n  su m m er and 

h e a t e d  i n  w i n t e r  by the 

“ b l o w e r ”  s y s t e m ,  which 

a l s o  a c t s . ,  a s  a  ventilator.

T h e  o u t p u t  o f  film, uni 

v e r s a l  a s  a m a t e u r  photo 

g r a p h y  i s ,  i s  a l m o s t  incre

d i b l e ,  c o n s i d e r a b l y  over 

1 5 0  m i l e s  o f  K o d a k  f i l m  b e i n g  m a d e  in a week, 

w h i l e  t h a t  o f  b r o m i d e  p a p e r ,  o f  c a b i n e t  width, 

e x c e e d s  1 0 5  m i l e s  d u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  period .

I n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h i s  m a y  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  over 

f i v e  a c r e s  o f  f l o o r  s p a c e  a r e  n e c e s s a r y ,  and for 

t h e  p r o p e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  m o t i v e  force no 

l e s s  t h a n  s e v e n t y - f i v e  e l e c t r i c  m o t o r s  are re

q u i r e d .

T h e  m a k i n g  o f  s e n s i t i s e d  photographic 

m a t e r i a l  i s  s o  d i f f i c u l t  a  p r o c e s s  t h a t  absolute 

c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  a t m o s p h e r i c  c o n d it io n s  is 

n e c e s s a r y .  W h e r e f o r e ,  i n  K o d a k  P a r k  Factory, 

i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  h e a t i n g  machines 

f o r  w a r m i n g ,  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  i c e  m a ch in es  for 

c o o l i n g  t h e  a i r ; s o  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  thermo

G COMPANY, 1s t  B ATTA LIO N , BCOTS GUARDS.

T h is  com pany took pRrt in the four battles of B elm o nt, Graspan, Modder Rj1*1, 
and M agersfontein. T h is  photograph shows Captain Charles Sergiss 

of his m en at Modder R iver.front

By permission of the “  King."
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ter outside nuv be registering loodegs. Fahr.,, an eaSy matter to keep the temperature of tk coating rooms below freezing point.

Tins IS WHAT Tlir EOKRfc WOULD h a v e  found  h ad  thf.t  attack ed  t h k
F O R T  A T  M O D D E R  I U Y E R  C A M P .

B y  jX’FMitesioH 0/ the “  Kiiiy."The combined factories give employment to over 1,800 people, of whom more than one hundred are required in the offices alone, so

enormous is the correspondence of this vast establishment.There is also a very large Kodak factory at Harrow, M iddlesex, but its output is not nearly enough to meet the continental demand, and so the greater part of Kodaks and vfneir accessories are still supplied from the “  other side.”O ne cannot help remarking on the wonderful growth of the Kodak. We distinctly remember when the familiar Kodak was put on the E n glish market some eight years ago. Since then we have watched the influx of new and improved varieties, until at last we have no less than eighteen distinct patterns ol this facile instrument, varying in price from five shillings to seven guineas.. Truly an astounding outcome or the firm’s motto— “ You press the button, 
a n d  w e do the rest C .  G  P a u l .

PICQUET CHOSSIXG POXTOOX BHIDGE OVER MOrUEU TUVEIt.
By permission of the "King.''

v°t iii._34
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meter ou ts id e  m a y  b e  r e g i s t e r i n g  l o o d e g s .  F a h r . ,  

is an easv m a t t e r  t o  k e e p  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  o f  

Ibe coating r o o m s  b e l o w  f r e e z i n g  p o i n t .

Turs IS WHAT TH E  DOERf* WOULD HAVE FOUXD HAD T H E Y  ATTACKED TH E  
FO KT AT MODDER RIVER CAMP.

B y permission of the " K i n ? "

T h e  c o m b i n e d  f a c t o r i e s  g i v e  e m p l o y m e n t  t o  

over i , 800 p e o p l e ,  o f  w h o m  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  

hundred a r e  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  a l o n e ,  s o

enormous is the correspondence of this vast establishment.There is also a very large K odak factory at Harrow, Middlesex, but its output is not nearly enough to meet the continental demand, and so the greater part of Kodaks and vfneir accessories are still supplied from the “ other side.”O ne cannot help remarking on the wonderful growth o f the K odak. We distinctly remember when the familiar Kodak was put on the English market some eight years ago. Since then we have watched the influx of new and improved varieties, until at last we have no less than eighteen distinct patterns ot this facile instrument, varying in price from five shillings to seven guineas.. Truly an astounding outcome of ihe firm’s motto— “  You press the button, 
a n d  w e do the rest,”

C .  G Pa u l .

PKXiUET CROSSING PONTOON BRIDGE OVER MODDER RIVER. 

B y permission o f  the " King."

T°1 lii.—34
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A B IT  OF L U C K

B y B ella  S idn ey  W oolf.

Author o f '■ 'Jerry and Joe,” “ My Nightingale” “ Miss Almira Muggins,” etc.

OM E day I may even be Lord Chan
cellor,” concluded Hugh Rawlinson, 
and he waved his hand majestically.

Timmins, his friend and admirer, 
was m uch im p re sse d . In fact, 

Hugh never failed to impress 
Timmins. Handsome, clever, 
and ambitious, Hugh was ji.st 
the sort of fellow to be wor
shipped by a lank, retiring b ay 
like Timmins, who never did 
h im s e lf  the little justice he 
might have been accorded, and 
who hadn’t an atom of “ push

fulness” in him, so that he was, of course, 
jostled by his little world— the school- 
world of Devonshire House. You must 

do some elbowing in life if you want to get on 
— it's a painful fact, but true.

Hugh had a great liking for Timmins, not 
only (in justice to Hugh be it said) because of 
the lank one’s undisguised admiration of his 
noble self, but because Timmins was ignored 
and scoffed at by “  the other chaps.” The 
oppressed was always sure of finding a partisan 
in Hugh.

“ Well, I hope you’ll remember me,” sighed 
Timmins, “ when you’re on the— what do they 
call it ?— woolsack, isn’t it ? You are lucky, 
Hugh ! I wish I had your chances. Fancy 
being stuck to adding up figures all the davs 
of one’s life! ” ‘ '

Timmins was destined to become a clerk in 
an uncle’s office. It was considered a great 
chance for Timmins, for he would certainly 
never choose anything for himself.

“ It won’t be as bad as all that, Tim,” said 
ugh, laughing. “ You don’t think business is 

gurus, and nothing but figures ? Besides, what 
would you like to be ? ”

j don't think I know,” replied Timmins, 

Hugh i ^°U k00" ’ ) ou are a luck>' chap,

Think s o ? ” said Hugh. “ I suppose I am.” 
ere could be no doubt of it at that 

1 1̂Tlent- . The only son of a distinguished 
sen ^ tec*’ good-looking, Hugh had just 

red a foundation scholarship at Eton,
"'hich vas to be the stepping-stone to Oxford,

and eventually the Bar— his chosen profession 
from a very early age. Life seemed to open up 
flowery paths to him.

“ Still, you know, Tim ,” Hugh went on, “ luck 
may change. It’s no use hallooing till you are 
out of the wood, and some Greek josser said it’s 

■ no use calling a man lucky till he’s dead and 
you can see how he finished up.”

T o  this masterly exposition of Solon’s philo
sophy Timmins listened with becoming deference, 
but apparently with little conviction. Timmins 
would have preferred a pleasant present, and 
would have been content to let the future take 
care of itself. Hugh proposed that it was a 
pity to waste a “  h alf” indoors, and they sallied 
out.

Hugh’s wbrds were prophetic. That very 
evening a telegram arrived for him, saying that 
his father had lost his life in a railway accident, 
when on bis way to a case in the provinces, and 
summoning him home. The blow seemed too 
great to realise. Dazed and stunned, Hugh left 
Devonshire House, the last picture impressed 
on his mind being Timmins’ pale face, full of 
sympathy and affection for the friend on whose 
“  luck ” he had been dilating. Those “ old 
Greek jossers ” knew w hat they were talking 
about, thought Hugh dully, as the train rushed 
towards his home.

» * * * *

“  Isn’t it dreadful, Hugh ? ”
“ Yes, mother, it is, bu t”— (Hugh’s voice was 

suspiciously husky)— “ but we must put a brave 
face on i t ” — and his arm stole round his 
mother’s neck. How pale and delicate she 
looked in her sombre black !

“  But, Hugh, dearest, do you understand what 
it means ? ”

“  I — I think so, mother. I shall give up my 
school, I suppose— and------”

“ Oh, H ughie!”
Hugh struggled on bravely.
“  And— and look out for some work. I must 

look after you now, mother.”
“ My little Hugh— my brave boy— my dar

ling ! ”
And then Hugh did forget his fourteen years 

and the restraint he had put on himself, and
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broke down. N o one— not one of the boys o f Devonshire House— would have considered such tears as “  babyish,” for poor H u gh ’s ambitions had been swept away. After his father’s death it was found that he had been swindled by his solicitor. Dr. Rawlinson had been so busy a man that he had left all his affairs in his solicitor’s hands, with the dire result that Mrs. Rawlinson and her boy found themselves almost penniless.Mrs. Rawlinson’s sister insisted on doing what she could for them ; but Hugh and his mother were very proud, and determined to struggle on through their own exertions.

Friends had endeavoured to persuade Mrs Rawlinson to allow them to bear the burden of H u gh ’s Eton life ; but she reasoned—and H ugh, too— that it would be wrong for him to go to Eton if  he had no prospects of living up to it afterwards.“  I must begin to help my mother,” Hug replied, firmly.T h e  Rawlinsons had no relations save Rawlinson’s one sister and a brother of • Rawlinson’s, with whom he had had a dispute years and years ago—a dispute which had never been made up. Therefore Hugh had no fan11! influence, and he saw that the city life rimniin
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much dreaded was to be his after all. What 
I cost the hoy to give up his dreams, his 
scholarship of which he had been so proud—  
everything— none knew. There are more heroic 
deeds suffered in silence than proclaimed to the

world. , tt 1 • 1
One wet March day Hugh set out in search

of employment. It was a bitter trial. His 
mother watched him till the corner hid him from 
view and she guessed what it cost him to look 
back at her and smile. She turned away with 
a sigh from the window of the dreary apartments 
jn which they now lived— such a contrast to 
their lovely home!— and set to work on the 
painting she was commissioned to do. Hugh 
had been told of an opening in a business by 
a friend, and he had a letter of recommendation 
in his pocket. It was no easy matter for a'boy 
of fourteen to find a clerkship.

Never, it seemed to Hugh, had London looked 
so grey and hopeless as on that rainy, windy 
day. He tried to build up castles in the air, 
but the mud, the clang of the traffic, and the 
dripping umbrellas shattered them. It was 
impossible to feel a Dick Whittington in such 
weather.

Hugh boarded a ’bus, and after a long and 
weary' ride, varied only by the entrance and exit 
of damp passengers, and their still damper 
umbrellas, he at last found himself at the Bank. 
He soon discovered Cornhill, where the gentle
man to whom he had an introduction had his 
offices. His heart sank as he marched in at 
a door marked “ office,” flanked by another one 
marked “ private.” Behind those glass doors 
by his fate. Several clerks were bending busily 
over desks. They looked up as Hugh entered, 
and eventually one of them— a pale young man 
ivith an abnormal stretch of collar— lounged 
e'er to him, and lifted his eyebrows inter
rogatively.

“ Can I see Mr. Hardwick ? ”
J e s  engaged at present. Who d’you come

ton." ^ Ve 3 êtter Sir George Darling-

^ •” 1  clerk’s expression changed in a 
able manner. “ Oh, from Sir George 

r̂lmgton. I’ll take it in to Mr. Hardwick, 
no doubt he’ll see you.” 

dwl-. S3t cl°'vn ar|d waited, while the pale 
r«nn at a door to the left, and, on a

ponse from within, disappeared behind it. 
moments seemed interminable. At last the 
^reappeared, and said:—

Hueii’ T<*'v'ck "  see y °u 1° ^ve m'nutes.” 
itt< A s courage seemed suddenly to evapor
ation » 1 *cnees felt as if they were made of

00 * ^ h e n  the h a n d s  o f  th e  c lo c k  h ad
l i j .— 3 3

registered five minutes, Mr. Hardwick’s door 
opened.

“ Let the boy come in.”
And the boy went in, and found himself in 

the presence of two gentlemen. The one who 
was sitting at a writing-table, and whom Hugh 
supposed to be Mr. Hardwick, told him to sit 
down, and said :—

“  I shall be glad to do what I can for anyone 
sent by my friend Darlington. He says that 
you will tell me about yourself. I knew your 
father by name— a clever man— a dreadful loss 
to you.”

These words almost unnerved poor Hugh, 
but he sat down and said “ Yes,” in a low tone. 
H e hardly glanced at the other gentleman, so 
that he did not notice how keenly he was being 
observed from under the bushy eyebrows.

“  Darlington says you want something to do ; 
but surely you are too young to leave school ? ”

“  I was going to Eton, sir. In fact, I had 
taken a scholarship there, but things— things 
are different now, and I must work for my 
mother.” There was a quiver round Hugh’s 
mouth, which he struggled manfully to control.

“  What had you intended to do if you had 
gone to Eton ? ”

“  I wanted to go to the Bar— I have wanted 
to for years, but------”

“ You must have begun early, then,” said Mr. 
Hardwick, jocularly, trying to spare the boy. 
“ It was very good of you to give up your 
scholarship.”

“ There was no goodness about it : anyone 
would have done the same,” replied Hugh.

“ Did no one come forward to help you ? ”
The question made Hugh wince.
“  We do not want help from strangers,”* he 

said, quietly, but proudly.
The other gentleman, who sat silent in the 

shadow, might have been seen to nod approval.
“  Well, Rawlinson, of course you have had 

no experience, and Eton scholarships are fine 
things, but, you see, they aren’t what I deal in.”

“ No, sir.” Hugh’s spirits were sinking lower 
and lower.

“  But you would be willing to take any post 
I might offer you ? ”

“  Yes, sir.”
“  Well, the only vacancy I have at present is 

that of office-boy, but I do not think that anyone 
would offer you a better one at your present 
age. The salary is ten shillings a week, but as 
soon as I see you are worth your salt, I shall 
make you junior clerk and take another boy. 
And remember, it never hurts to begin at the 
bottom rung.”

The two men watched Hugh’s face. They 
could read the sharp struggle which was going
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"  TH E  ONLY VACANCY I HAVE A T PRESENT IS TH A T 

OP OFFICE B OY."

on in the hoy’s heart— an unendurable tumult o f grief and pride and duty. A t last :—“  I will come, sir— thank you— but— but I should like to call myself a junior clerk to — to mother—just at first, if I may ? ”T he two men glanced swiftly at each other. “ O f  course— of course,” said Mr. Hardwick, taking off his glasses, which had become unaccountably dim. “ Then I shall expect you on M onday, nine o’clock sharp. Good-day.”A n d  in a few moments, bewildered and despairing, H ugh found himself in Cornhill, jostled hither and thither by the passers-by.H e  pulled him self together and walked towards the Bank. Could it be true? Was he dream -

own room that he gave way and flung himsdf upon the bed in an agony o f grief. tk

ing? A  hideous dream ! A n office boy! A noffice b o y !But when he was seated once more in the ’bus his thoughts flew to his mother, and he felt that he ought to be grateful for this “  small mercy,” perhaps. Everyone said it was so difficult to get on nowadays, and that fifty people were clamouring for one post. H e  must make the best o f it and trust to good fortune.When he came home he told his mother the result of his interview, with as bright a face as he could manage to adopt, and her pleasure at his brightness and at the “  junior clerkship,” as she called it, was in itself a reward. By bedtime Hugh was a partner already in imagination, and living at a lovely place in the country with his mother. But it was when Hugh reached his

The next morning two letters lay on breakfast table—one was for Mrs. Rawlinson, the other for H ugh, from Timmins. Hughra deep in the intricacies o f Timmins’ letter, wW was not distinguished for penmanship, style, or spelling, and had just made out that: “ We11 having a rotten term. O ld Budge is down on you like a ton o f bricks. H e  won’t let Briggs keep his doormice any more, because one got out and old Budge found it in his boot. Bng?is jolly sick and swears-------” ( ,“ O h, H u gh ,” from Mrs. Rawlinson, readthis ! ” , .She was very pale and the letter shook m outstretched hand. H u gh  flew to her.“  What is it, mother ! ” ^“ Read that, dear! I t ’s nothing ill.” ■Hugh took the letter and read the written in cramped, old-fashioned handwnn
C h e r i t o n  C o u r t .

2 5 t h  M a r c h .  1 9 ° ^

D ear  S istf.r -in-I.a w  (IVe forgotten your 
m u s t  e x c u s e  m e ) , — Y o u  w i l l  b e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  l1<ar
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i, .w c  ycnrs, as surprised as I am to find myself 
a . r ,0 yoU. The fact is I wanted to patch up the old 
*T1 'cl for many a year, but wc Uawlinsons arc obstinate 
If1!* and the opportunity never came. Now it is too late, 
■one way. But chance threw me across your boy's path 

He little knew that it was his unde who was 
( at his interview with Mr. Hardwick. When the 

Pnte came in and I heard the name I pricked up my ears, 
nd said " I’ll shay and see him." Then I plotted with 

Hardwick. Your boy, no doubt, misjudged him. I made 
him ask those somewhat brutal questions to test the metal. 
He's a fine fellow—your boy, and you must be proud of 
him I know he told you that he was engaged as junior 
cleric This was only to spare your feelings. He took a 
place as office boy. He's—well, bless me, ma'am, 1 can't 
mite any more ! I'm coming to see you almost as soon as

you read this letter, and you must try and find a little 
affection—both of you—for a crusty old man, whose temper 
has been his worst enemy.— Your obedient servant,

T h om as R a w lin so n .

'T h e  a b o v e  will  serve  as a g u id e  to  th e  fa ct 
th at y o u  w ill fin d  H u g h  a m on g st th e  o p p id a n s  
at E to n , a n d  that C h e r ito n  C o u rt  is  n o  lo n g e r  
te n a n te d  b y  a  so litary  o ld  b a ch e lo r .

“  I t  w as a  b it o f  lu c k ,”  sa id  T im m in s , ga zin g  
a d m ir in g ly  o v e r  C h e r ito n  P ark  o n e  su n n y  d a y  
in  th e  E aster h o lid a y s .

Y e s . b u t n o t  a ll lu ck , M 'aster T im m in s .

P U Z Z L E  C O R N E R .  3 0 3

“ THE CAPTAIN” PUZZLE CORNER.

C o n d u c t e d  b y  H e n r y  E . D u d e n e y  ( “ S p h i n x " ) .

S O L U T I O N S .

(1) “ Blacks” and “ Whites ” Puzzle.—The point 
of this puzzle was to select the smallest number that 
would “ count out” the greatest possible number 
of “Whites.” As a matter of fact it is possible to 
count out all the “ Whites,” and the smallest num
ber that will admit of ohr doing this is 322. But 
it is necessary that we should start .at the right 
boy and go in the right direction, or we may find 
that we have instead counted out all the “  Blacks.51 
Referring to the original illustration in ohr May 
issue, you must start at the boy in flannels who is 
standing third from the spectator— the one on the 
ertreme right of the picture with his hands in his 
pockets—calling him 1. And you must go in the 
same direction as the hand of a clock, supposing 
the ring of boys to be the numbers round a clock 
face. It is not necessary tb count the full 322 
every time, for it is a mere question of remainders. 
Thus, there are 12 boys at the start and, as we say,

12 will go 26 times in 322, with 10 remainder 
•herefore, 26 times round will bring us to the point 

set °ut from and we need only count 10. The 
first boy to fall out is thus the tenth - th e  “  White ” 
* ^  top of the picture with his right hand ex- 
Mi mi ^ ow there are only 11 boys left, and 

will go 29 times in 322, with 3 remainder.” 
unt 3 from the “ White ” next to the one who 

*, out’ and the second boy to retire is the one at 
af|0I11j-Ŵ j.̂ e®an our count- As the remainder 
is tk >1VK̂ n“ 322 ky 10 is 2, the next to fall out 
lmn*5 nearest to us in the picture ; and so on 
fiutil all the c “ Whites” are counted out.

(2) The Seven Money-Boxes.—On February

24th, 1901, the boy will have for the first time 
to deposit one penny in every one of his seven 
money-boxes, and he will find that he has amassed 
the sum of £4 10s. 9d. by his peculiar method of 
thrift.

(3) The Cornish Fishermen. —  One of the 
men received his nine gallons of wine in the 
hogshead.

P r i z e  A w a r d s , — Though a very large number 
sent solutions to Nos. 2 and 3, which were quite 
easyv only one competitor gave the correct answer 
to No. 1, the “ Blacks” and “ Whites.” This was 
in Class I., and the prize of 7s. has therefore been 
awarded to P .  A .  A l d r i d g e , 26, Beechfield Terrace, 
Lancaster. M. H. McSweeney also gave the correct 
answer. In Class II. several sent the number 
27,720(starting with the“ Black” next to the “ White ” 
at the bottom of the picture and going clockwise, 
or starting at the “ Black ” at the top of the picture 
and going in the opposite direction), which will 
count out all the “  Whites,” but is not the smallest, 
and therefore correct answer. The 7s. will be sent 
to one of these, R. H. W i l s o n ,  167, Moseley Road, 
Birmingham. The only competitor in Class III. 
who counted out all the “ Whites” with any number 
(he also used 27,720) was H. McCbossan, 39, East 
Beach, Lytham, to whom will be forwarded the 
remaining sum of 7s. I  may just mention that 
though 322 is the correct answer, as being the 
smallest possible number that will count out ajl 
the “ Whites,” there are an infinite number of higher 
numbers that will do it, and several competitors 
in Class I. sent correct numbers between, 322 and 
27,720, and some higher numbers than the last.



HOW TO BOWL
B y  C .  B .  F r y .

Y O U  w is h  t o  b e c o m e  a  b o w l e r ?  V e r y  w e ll ,  
t h e n , y o u  m u s t  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  t a k e  s o m e  
t r o u b le .  T h e  s a m e  o l d  s to r y ,  I  k n o w — I 

d a r e s a y  y o u  a r e  t ir e d  o f  i t — b u t ,  in  s im p l e  tr u th , 
y o u  c a n n o t  wrr ig g le , g l i d e ,  s lid e , o r  j u m p  in t o  s u c 
c e s s — y o u  m u s t  w o r k  f o r  it. I n  b o w li n g ,  a s  e ls e 
w h e r e , in fe r io r i t y  c o n 
s is ts  o f  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  
l i t t le  t a le n t  a n d  t a k e  n o  
t r o u b le s  ; s u p e r io r i t y ,  o f  
t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  m u c h  
t a le n t  a n d  im p r o v e  it  
b y  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e a l  
o f  w o r k ,  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  
w it h  l i t t le  o r  m o d e r a t e  
t a le n t  t a k e  a n  in f i n i t e  
d e a l  o f  p a i n s ; s u p e r -  
f in it y ,  o f  t h o s e  w ith  g r e a t  
a b i l i t y  w h o  t a k e  g r e a t  
t r o u b le .

Y o u  c a n n o t  o b t a in  
n a t u r a l  a b i l i t y  : t h is  is  
y o u r s  —  o r  n o t  —  a s  a  
b ir th r ig h t .  B u t  o b s e r v e  
t h a t  h o w  fa r  y o u  w in  
t o w a r d s  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  
e x c e l l e n c e  o f  w h ic h  y o u  
a r e  c a p a b le ,  d e p e n d s  
u p o n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  
t r o u b l e  y o u  t a k e  ; s o ,  in  
a l l  c ir c u m s t a n c e s ,  y o u  
m a y  r e g a r d  it  a s  a  s o le m n  
f a c t  t h a t  in  o r d e r  t o  s u c 
c e e d  y o u  m u s t  w o r k .

A  d r y  a n d  u n e n t h u s i 
a s t ic  a s p e c t  o f  y o u r  c a s e ?
— n o t  s o ,  i f  y o u  a r e  a  
t r u e - h e a r t e d  c r i c k e t e r ; 
fo r  t h e n  t h e  p a t i e n t  a n d  
p e r s e v e r i n g  p r a c t i c e  y o u  
m u s t  u n d e r t a k e — w h i c h  
t o  t h e  le s s e r  s o u l  s e e m s  
d r u d g e r y — t o  y o u  w i l l  b e  
f u l l  o f  i n t e r e s t  a n d  p le a  
s u r e .

n .
B e w a r e  o f  b o w lo m a n i a — a  p r e v a le n t  d is e a s e ,  

o f  w h ic h  t h e  m o s t  v i r u le n t  fo r m  is  a n  o v e r 
w e e n in g  d e s ir e  t o  b e  p u t  o n ,  c o m p l i c a t e d  b y  
a '  s t r o n g  d is t a s t e  f o r  t a k in g  s t e p s  t o  b e c o m e  
q u a li f ie d .  I t  is  a n  i n t e r m it t e n t  f e v e r : it  r a r e ly  
b r e a k s  o u t  o n  p r a c t i c e  d a y s ,  a t  t h e  n e ts , o r  
e v e n  in  p r a c t i c e  g a m e s ,  b u t  a p p e a r s  f r e q u e n t ly  
in  m a t c h e s .  G o o d  b o w le r s  s u ffe r  fr o m  a m i l d e r

I . fo r m  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e — a  d e s ir e  t o  g o  on to bod 
o r  t o  c o n t i n u e  b o w li n g ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  circus 
s t a n c e s  a n d  t h e  in t e r e s t s  o f  t h e ir  s id e.

A  k e e n ,  y o u n g  b o w le r  s h o u ld  beware of 
h a t c h in g ,  o r  c a t c h i n g  t h e  e p id e m ic .  The best 
p r e v e n t a t iv e  is  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  gam e, which 
a s  h e r e t o f o r e  e x p l a i n e d ,  m a y  b e  g a in e d  by obser

v a t io n  a n d  intelligence.

'  ,  I I I .
A  w o u l d - b e  bode 

m a y  s a v e  h im self an in
f in it e  a m o u n t of waste 
in  t i m e  a n d  trouble, and 
m a y  g r e a t ly  facilitate his 
p r o g r e s s  towards sue 
c e s s ,  b y  fin d in g  out what 
g o o d  b o w lin g  is —  in a 
w o r d , w h a t  points to aim 
a t , a n d  w h a t methods to 
p u r s u e .  F o r, as S. 11. 

W o o d s  once said: 
A  c o v e  isn ’t bowling 

j u s t  b e c a u s e  he is send
in g  d o w n  five balls an 
o v e r .”

W e r e  it not that lain 
c o n t i n u a l ly  —  almost by 
e v e r y  p o s t — receiving in
q u ir ie s  betraying com
p l e t e  ig n o ra n ce  of the 
m o s t  e le m e n ta ry  points 
o f  t h e  g am e, I would 
n o t  r e p e a t  the advice 
g iv e n  o v e r  and over 
a g a in  —  re a d  the be* 
b o o k s  o n  cricket. And, 
y e  b o w le r s , read the 
c h a p t e r s  o n  bowling®
( 1 )  R a n jit s in h ji ’s 11J® 
b i le e  B o o k  o f Cricket.
( 2 )  T h e  Badminton U 
b r a r y ,  " C r ic k e t ,"  ^  
I I . ,  ( 3 )  W . G. Grace* 
" C r i c k e t . ”  These state 
a n d  e x p la in  almostevaj
point. Anyone wW

d o e s  n o t  p o s s e s s , a n d  d o e s  n o t  want t o .  
t h e s e  b o o k s ,  c a n  o b t a in  t h e m  from  a h % 
I f  y o u  d o  n o t  t a k e  t h e  t r o u b l e  to  avail yo 
o f  in fo r m a t io n  o f  t h is  k i n d ,  y o u  d o  not u 
t o  s u c c e e d .  H o w  c a n  y o u  d o  a  thing m ^  
k n o w i n g  w h a t  it is  y o u  h a v e  to  d o  ? Ho® , 
y o u  le a r n  t o  b o w l  w it h o u t  k n o w in g  'v*ia* ^ 
i n g  is , a n d  w h a t  p o in t s  t o  a im  a t .
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course it is n o  g o o d  m e r e ly  r e a d i n g  i n s t r u c t io n s
yo u ’m ust a ls o  d o  y o u r  v e r y  b e s t  t o  p u t  t h e m  

j 'n i  practice. H a v in g  o b t a i n e d  k n o w l e d g e ,  y o u  
must e n d e a v o u r to  t r a n s la t e  i t — via  p r a c t i c e —  
into power. •

H ere are th e  e le m e n t s  o f  b o w li n g  a s  s t a t e d  
by “ W . Ci.” : B o w l  s t r a i g h t ;  b o w l  a  g o o d  
length.

Y ou  w ill o f t e n  h e a r  
bowling d e s c r ib e d  s l i g h t 
ingly as “ o n ly  p la in , 
straight, g o o d  - le n g t h  
stuff,”  th e  im p lic a t io n  
being th a t it is  e a s y  to  
play. W h y , th e n , a r e  
straightness a n d  g o o d  
length so  fu n d a m e n ta lly  
requisite ? F o r  t h is  r e a 
son, m y fr ien d . T h o u g h  
a good b a ts m a n  f in d s  
bowling th a t is  m e r e ly  
straight an d  g o o d  le n g t h  
quite e a sy  to  p la y , y e t  
straightness a n d  g o o d  
length, p r o p e rly  u n d e r 
stood, a re  th e  e s s e n t ia l  
points in  h o w lin g , w i t h 
out w h ich , a s  a  f o u n d a 
tion, a ll th e  o th e r  q u a l i 
ties a n d  a r t if ic e s  t h a t  
make b o w lin g  d i f f ic u lt  
go for n au g h t. N o  o n e  
can b e a g o o d  s h o t  u n 
less he ca n  h o ld  h is  
weapon s te a d y . A c c u 
racy in ju d g in g  d is t a n c e ,  
windage, a n d  lig h t ,  a  
knowledge o f  h is  r i f le , 
and all o th e r  q u a li t ie s  
required in a r i f le m a n  g o  
for noth ing i f  h e  c a n n o t  
bold s t e a d y ; y e t  t h e  
mere p o w e r t o  h o l d  
steady, th o u g h  e s s e n t ia l ,  
ls only a  s m a ll p a r t  o f  
m arksm anship. S o  w ith  
b o w lin g  —  d e c e p t i v e

’8 t, c h a n g e  o f  p a c e ,  a  b i g  b r e a k ,  e t c . ,  a r e  
ectu al s a v e  a s  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  t o  a  p o w e r  o f  

b w lm g  s tra ig h t a n d  a  g o o d  l e n g t h .

a rc  f o u  t0  ' e a r n  t o  b o w l  s t r a ig h t  a n d  a  
good len gth  ?

annl^a unc ĉ rs ta ij’ d  t h a t  t h e  w o r d  “  s t r a ig h t  ”  a s  
mam *° b o 'v l>ng  ’ s s o m e w h a t  o f  a  p o r t -  

6311 w o r d ;  it  r e a l l y  m e a n s  t h e  p o w e r  o f

b o w li n g  t h e  b a l l  in  p r e c i s e ly  t h e  d i r e c t io n  y o u  
d e s ir e .  W h a t  y o u  n e e d  to  c u l t iv a t e  i s  n o t  a  
m e r e  m e c h a n i c a l  p o w e r  o f  s e n d i n g  d o w n  b a ll  
a f t e r  b a l l  t o  h i t  t h e  m id d l e  s t u m p , b u t  r a t h e r  a  
p o w e r  o f  b o w li n g  e x a c t ly  w h e r e  y o u  w a n t  t o — in  
fa c t ,  p o w e r  o f  d i r e c t io n .  T o  b e  a b l e  t o  p i t c h  
a  b a l l  o n  t h e  w i c k e t  e v e r y  t im e  is  n o  d o u b t  
v a lu a b l e ,  b u t  i t  is  n o t  e n o u g h .  Y o u  n e e d  to  b e  
able t o  b o w l  a t  th e  le g , m id d le ,  o r  o f f  s t u m p  a t

w i l l ,  a n d  a ls o  3 m s .,  6 in s . , 
i 2 i n s . ,  o r  2 4 m s . o u t s id e  
t h e  o f f  s t u m p  e i t h e r  o f  a  
le f t  o r  r ig h t - h a n d  b a t s 
m a n . N o t  o n l y  d o  y o u  
n e e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  b o w l  
m o r e  o r  le s s  w i d e  o f  t h e  
w i c k e t  in  o r d e r  t o  g e t  
t h e  b a t s m a n  c a u g h t  a t  
t h e  w i c k e t ,  in  t h e  s lip s , 
o r  in  f r o n t  o f  t h e  w i c k e t  
o n  t h e  o f f  s id e ,  b u t  y o u  
m u s t  b e  a b l e  s o  t o  p i t c h  
t h e  b a l l  t h a t ,  t h o u g h  it 
b r e a k  a  b i t  a f t e r  p i t c h 
in g ,  it  m a y  h i t  t h e  s t ic k s  ; 
f o r  m o s t  b o w le r s  b r e a k  
a  l i t t le ,  e v e n  w ith o u t  
m e a n in g  to , e v e n  o n  
fa ir ly  t r u e  p i t c h e s ,  a n d  
w h e n  t h e  p i t c h  is  s t i c k y  
o r  c r u m b l e d  t h is  n a tu r a l  
b r e a k  in c r e a s e s _ s o  m u c h  
t h a t  u n le s s  t h e  b a ll  b e  
a i m e d  r a t h e r  o f f  t h e  
w i c k e t  it  c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  
h i t  it . I  r e m e m b e r  o n c e  
p l a y i n g  in  a  c o u n t r y  
m a t c h  a g a i n s t  a  b o w le r  
w h o  w a s  a  l o c a l  te r r o r . 
H e  b o w le d  v e r y  s t r a ig h t  
i n d e e d  o n  h a r d  w ic k e t s ,  
a n d  w a s  u s e d  t o  f ir in g  
a w a y  d e a d  s t r a ig h t  a t  
t h e  s t i c k s ,  a n d  r e a p in g  
s h e a v e s  o f  w ic k e t s .  T h a t  
d a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  w i c k e t  
w a s  p u r e  g lu e ,  a n d  h e  
c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  b r e a k in g  
a  g o o d  d e a l .  A s ,  h o w 

e v e r ,  h e  s t i l l  a i m e d  a t  t h e  m id d l e  s t u m p , a l l  
h is  b a l ls  w e n t  w id e  o f  t h e  le g ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  
w a s  e a s i e r  t h a n  t o  w a l k  in  f r o n t  a n d  h o o k  
h i m  fo r  fo u r . A f t e r  a  b i t  h e  s a w  h i s  m is t a k e ,  
a n d  t r ie d  t o  p i t c h  t h e  b a ll  t o  t h e  o f f ,  b u t ,  
b e in g  u n u s e d  t o  t h i s  m e t h o d ,  h e  lo s t  h is  
l e n g t h ,  b o w le d  l o n g - h o p s  a n d  h a l f - v o l le y s ,  a n d  
p r o v e d  a n  e a s y  p r e y . T h a t  m a n  w a s  a  w o n 
d e r f u l  n a t u r a l  b o w le r ,  w it h  a  b e a u t i f u l  a c t io n ,  
a n d  p l e n t y  o f  d e v i l  a n d  s p in . H a d  h e  k n o w n

A. MOLD.
“ Third roan right back for Mr. Ranji," 

From " The Book of Cricket."
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h o w  t o  b o w l,  a n d  b e e n  a b l e  t o  u s e  h is  a d v a n 
t a g e s , h e  w o u ld  h a v e  d i s l o d g e d  a  c o u n t y  s id e  o n  
t h a t  p i t c h  fo r  s e v e n t y  o r  e i g h t y  r u n s ; a s  it  w a s  
h e  d i d  n o t  g e t  a  s o l i t a r y  w i c k e t  a g a in s t  o u r  
v i l l a g e  t e a m .

T h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  a c q u i r e  p o w e r  o f  d i r e c t io n ,  
o r  “  s t r a i g h t n e s s ,”  is  b y  c o n s t a n t  p r a c t i c e ,  k e e p 
i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  c a s e  i n  v ie w .

V I I .
A  g o o d - l e n g t h  b a l l  is  o n e  t h a t  is  n e i t h e r  

p i t c h e d  s o  s h o r t  t h a t  i t  m a y  b e  e a s i l y  p l a y e d  
b a c k ,  n o r  s o  m u c h  u p  t h a t  i t  m a y  b e  s m o t h e r e d  
a t  t h e  p i t c h  b y  d r i v in g  o r  fo r w a r d  p l a y .  “ W . G . ”  
g iv e s ,  a s  a  s t a n d a r d  e s t im a t e ,  t h e s e  d i s t a n c e s  fo r  
g o o d  l e n g t h :—

Slow bowler, 4 yards from batsman's wicket.
Medium „  4 )) to 5 „  „  ,,
Fast ,, 5 to 7  „  „  ,,

H e n c e  y o u  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  l e n g t h  f o r  a  b a l l  
v a r ie s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s  p a c e .  N o '  d o u b t  i t  is  
e x c e l l e n t  p r a c t i c e  t o  p u t  d o w n  a  v i s i b le  m a r k  
a t  a  s t a n d a r d  d i s t a n c e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  y o u r  p a c e ,  
a n d  b o w l  a t  it . F o r  b o y s  I  w o u l d  s u g g e s t ,  fo r  a  
s lo w  b o w le r  1 0 f t . ,  f o r  a  m e d i u m  1 2 f t ,  fo r  a  fa s t  
1 5  ft. a s  t h e  r ig h t  d i s t a n c e s .  B u t  y o u  s h o u l d  
e n d e a v o u r  to  a c q u i r e ,  n o t  a  m e r e  m e c h a n i c a l  
h a b i t  o f  b o w li n g  o n e  f i x e d  le n g t h ,  b u t  t h e  p o w e r  
o f  p i t c h i n g  t h e  b a l l  w i t h in  a  fe w  i n c h e s  o f  w h e r e  
y o u  w a n t  to . T h e  r e a s o n  is  t h a t  t h e r e  is  n o  
s u c h  t h i n g  a s  a  d e f in i t e ,  f i x e d  g o o d  le n g t h .  
G o o d  l e n g t h  v a r ie s ,  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  o f  
t h e  p i t c h ,  b u t  a l s o  w it h  t h e  b a t s m a n . T h e  
s lo w e r  t h e  w i c k e t  t h e  fa r t h e r  u p  y o u  m u s t  p i t c h  
t h e  b a ll ,  b e c a u s e  a  l e n g t h  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  d i f f ic u lt  
t o  p la y  b a c k  o n  a  fa s t  w i c k e t  p r o v e s  q u it e  e a s y , 
n o t  o n ly  t o  p la y  b a c k ,  b u t  t o  h o o k  o r  p u l l  o n  a  
s lo w  w i c k e t .  T h e n ,  a g a in ,  a  b a l l  t h a t  is  g o o d  
le n g t h  t o  W . G .  Q u a i f e  i s  a l m o s t ,  i f  n o t  q u it e ,  
a  h a l f - v o l le y  t o  G u n n ,  o w i n g  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  
t h e  le n g t h  o f  r e a c h  o f  t h e s e  b a t s m e n .  P r a c t i 
c a l l y  t h e r e  is  o n l y  o n e  w a y  o f  f i n d i n g  o u t  w h a t  
is  g o o d  l e n g t h  o n  a  p a r t i c u la r  w i c k e t  t o  e a c h  
b a t s m a n  t h a t  o p p o s e s  y o u — it  i s  t o  s ta r t  w i t h  
w h a t  l e n g t h  y o u  t h i n k  s u it a b le ,  a n d  a l t e r  i t  
a c c o r d i n g  a s  t h e  b a t s m a n  f in d s  i t  e a s y  t o  p l a y  
b a c k  o r  fo r w a r d . W h e n  y o u  d i s c o v e r  a  l e n g t h  
a t  w h i c h  h e  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  t o  k n o w  w h i c h  t o  
d o , s t i c k  t o  i t  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s .  F r o m  t h is  i t  is  
e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  u n le s s  y o u  a c q u i r e  a  
p o w e r  o f  p i t c h i n g  t h e  b a l l  w h e r e  y o u  w a n t  t o  
( o r  n e a r ly  s o , f o r  y o u  h a v e  a  s m a l l  m a r g in )  y o u  
c a n n o t  h o p e  t o  b e  a  m a s t e r  o f  g o o d  le n g t h .  
H e r e ,  a g a in ,  it  is  a  c a s e  o f  a s s i d u o u s  a n d  i n 
t e l l ig e n t  p r a c t i c e .  N o t e  t h a t  in  b o w l i n g  a t  a  
s p o t  t h e  t e n d e n c y  is  t o  p i t c h  s h o r t  o f  i t  b y  t w o  
o r  t h r e e  fe e t . C o r r e c t  t h is  b y  a i m i n g  e i t h e r  
r a t h e r  b e y o n d  t h e  s p o t  o r  a t  a  p o i n t  in  t h e  a ir  
w o  o r  t h r e e  f e e t  a b o v e  it.

H o w  o f t e n  d o e s  o n e  s e e  a  b o w le r , practise 
a t  a  s i n g l e  s t u m p ,  n o t i n g  h is  le n g th  and 
d i r e c t io n ,  a n d  e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  p e r fe c t  them?

Y e t  w h a t  m i g h t  n o t  b e  d o n e  b y  ten  minuia 
o f  s u c h  p r a c t i c e  t h r e e  t i m e s  a  w e e k  ?

H o w  m a n y  y o u n g  b o w le r s  t r o u b le  to  find oat 
t h e ir  n a t u r a l  p a c e ,  a n d  w h e n  fo u n d  stick to it 
a s  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d  ?

Y e t  t h is  i s  e s s e n t ia l .
H o w  m a n y  s e t t l e  o n  a  d e f in i t e  le n g th  of run, 

a n d  m a k e  a  h a b i t  o f  it  ?
Y e t  w i t h o u t  t h i s  p r o g r e s s  is  u n ce rta in .
H o w  m a n y  g i v e  a n y  t h o u g h t  to  bowling, or 

e v e n  t r y  t o  u s e  t h e i r  h e a d s  a t  i t  ?
Y e t  S p o f f o r t h  u s e d  t o  l i e  a w a k e  at nigh! 

w r e s t l i n g  w i t h  i d e a s  a b o u t  h o w  to  g et batsmen 
o u t ; A l f r e d  S h a w  k n e w  w h a t  h e  w a s  doing every 
b a l l  h e  b o w l e d ; G e o r g e  L o h m a n n  tried some 
d e v i c e  o r  o t h e r  w i t h  e v e r y  d e liv e r y .

I f  t h e  m a s t e r  n e e d  t h i n k  a n d  attem pt, plan 
a n d  w r e s t le ,  h o w  m u c h  m o r e  s o  th e  apprentice?

V I I I .

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
P anax Quinquefolium. — Your measurement! 

appear to me normal and proper. 1 do not think joo 
need be afraid of over - development; yon seem 
Bound and sturdy. It is over-growth in point of 
height—running to seed, in fact—that is deleterious. 
Cycling is a fine exercise in itahlf, but, in my opinion, 
it is not nearly as good for boys as an all-round 
education of cricket, football, and games in general 
Play games if you have the opportunity. A lOVCPOf 
“  The Captain."—There is no reason I knowof why 
yon should not weigh 8st. 31b. at your age—fonrteen. 
I do not believe in boys worrying themselves aboat 
their weight. Play games keenly ; they will see v« 
through. E. H. 0.—The best time for you to practise 
running is an hour or so after lunch, that being t» 
time at which your race will take place. But yo« 
may run at any time not immediately before or after 
food. You might run on grass when it is not wet; 
otherwise, on the road. Dumb-bells are good every 
morning; use light ones, lib. or ljlhs. each. Beion 
a race, lnnch at yonr accustomed boor; beef or 
mutton in any form, and a milk pudding, rice, ogo, 
etc. The only cure for nervousness is to take yop 
self in hand and simply decline to be nervous. a*J 
to yourself “ I won’t 1” and don’t; think of noting 
else but the ball. A. F. (S tbeatham).—If I00 m , 
run before breakfast take a glass of milk and a coop 
of biscuits first; but it is the worst possible time.  ̂
you not manage the evening ? A cold bath is gw? 
long as you feel warm after it. F. W» «*
“ spec ” is successful. Two and a-half hours is 
long every evening, but if the boys have *P®" 
fielding it might be all right. Could you not in  ̂
batches to field for one hour? But it is » u 
whether keenneBS is kept up; the great thing j 
Btrike a mean between boredom and Blackn jw( 
am glad T he C aptain was so opportune. 1 
recommend it to your friends.



PUBLIC SCHOOL STORY. 
2T FRED SWAIN2ON.

ILLUSTRATED BY - T  H  R  W H IT W E L L  .

“  A n d  t h e  g u n ,”  s a id  R a ff le s  c a lm ly ,  lo o k in g  in to  
v a c a n c y , a n d  n o t  s e e in g  J a c k ’s  c o in s — “  le a s tw is e ,  
w o t  w a s  a  g u n .”

SYiN'OPSIS.—(C hapters I.—VII.)
The tale is related by Carr, captain of St. Amory’s School. 

Acton, a fifth-form boy, and a brilliant full-back, is seen by 
Bourne (the • footer ” captain) and Carr to deliberately trip 
one of the opposing team. On this account Bourne refuses 
to ghe him his colours. Thus the feud begins. As tbe matter 
of the " foul" (for tho school's credit), is kept quiet by those 
who witnessed it, the school in general supposes that Acton 
is denied his “ cap” on account of the existence of a private 
quarrel between himself and Bourne, who promptly becomes 
exceedingly unpopular. Acton, poking as a martyr, seizes the 
opportunity to win the goodwill of St. Amory’s in every pos
sible way, and as a beginning starts regenerating his house— 
“Biften's,” hitherto the slackest, both in school and out of it. 
At the end of the term a crowd of Amorians give vent to 
their feelings at the railway station by hooting Phil and 
cheering Acton to the echo. The following term Acton deter
mines to strike at Bourne senior through the latter's young 
brother Jack. With this end in view he introduces him to a 
low sporting character named “  Raffles of Rotherhithe," who, 
previously instructed by Acton, leads young Jack Bourne to 
transgress as many school laws as possible, eventually land
ing him very heavily in debt.

C H A P T E R  X I .

It was w itli h e a r t y  t h a n k f u ln e s s  a t  t h e  id e a  
of being fin a lly  r id  o f  R a ff le s  t h a t  J a c k  w a lk e d  
over to the “ L o d e s to n e  ” b y  h im s e lf  o n  t h e  T h u r s 
day, jin g lin g  h is  la s t  fe w  s h i l l in g s  in  h i s  p o c k e ts -  
baffles was w a it in g  fo r  h im  in  t h e  s t a b le s ,  a n d  h e
"as v ery  fr ie n d ly  a n d  f a m il ia r ,  w h ic h  a lw a y s  
annoyed J a c k  im m e n s e ly .

Glad y o u ’re in  t im e , s ir , a n d  t o  ’e a r  t h e  d ib s  
a-rattlin’ in y o u r  p o c k e ts .”

Because they’ll rattle in yours, soon, I  suppose.
wake o u t I o w e  y o u  a b o u t  te n  s h i l l in g s ,  R a ff le s .”
“ I l k  C-° ^ °U m a ^e  o u t , M r. B o u r n e  1 ” 

Babbits, c a r tr id g e s , a n d  d u m m y  p ig e o n s . I ’m  
about right, I  fa n c y  1 ”

K ^ 'S k t as fa r  a s  t h e y  g o .”
A s far as t h e y  g o , o f  c o u r s e — n o t  fa r t h e r .  

lheQ here y o u  a r e .”

“  A m  I  to  p a y  f o r  t h a t  f i l t h y  a r t i c le  1 ”  s a id  J a c k  
a n g r i ly .  “  W h y ,  i t  n e a r ly  b le w  m y  b r a in s  o u t ! ” 

“ ’A s  ’e  t o  p a y  fo r  t h a t  b r e e c h - lo a d e r  g u n  1”  s a id  
R a ffle s , l a u g h in g  s o f t l y  a s  a t  s o m e  g o o d  j o k e .  
“  W h y , o f  c o u r s e  y o u  h a v e .”

“  M y  o p in io n  is , R a ff le s , t h a t  t h a t  g u n  w a s  
r o tt e n . I t  w a s n ’t  w o r t h  a  s o v e r e ig n . I  d o n ’t  
b e l ie v e  i t  w a s  e v e r  f i t  t o  s h o o t  w it h ,  n o w .”

“  O f  c o u r s e , now ,” s a id  R a ff le s  w i t h  a  s n e e r . 
“  N o w , w h e n  y o u ’v e  g o t  to  p a y  f o r  i t . ”

“  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  s o  m u c h  a b o u t  ‘ h a v e  g o t  t o  p a y  
fo r  i t ’ a t  a l l .  T h a t  g r in  o f  y o u r s  d o e s n ’t  im p r o v e  
y o u r  lo o k s , R a ff le s ,”  s a id  J a c k ,  w h o  w a s  r a t h e r  
n e t t le d  b y  R a ff le s ’ s n e e r .

“  W e l l ,  m y  b a n ta m  c o c k ,”  s a id  R a ff le s  s a v a g e ly ,  
“  I  o n ly  ’o p e s  a s  t h i s  ’e r e  b i l l  w o n ’t  s p o il y o u r s . 
A n d  l e t  m e  t e l l  y o u ,  y o u n g  s h a v e r ,  I  w a n t  th e  
m o n e y .”

J a c k  c a lm ly  t o o k  th e  p ie c e  o f  n o te -p a p e r  w h ic h  
R a ff le s  h u r r ie d ly  f is h e d  o u t  o f  h is  p o c k e t ,  a n d  
f lo u r is h e d  d r a m a t ic a l ly  b e fo r e  B o u r n e . T h e r e  w a s  
a  t o u c h in g  s im p l i c i t y  a b o u t  R a ff le s ’ b i l l - m a k in g  
t h a t  w o u ld  in  o r d in a r y  t im e s  b a c k  h a v e  m a d e  
J a c k  s p l i t  w i t h  la u g h t e r ,  b u t ,  n a t u r a l ly ,  a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  t im e  h e  d id  n o t  fe e l  in  a  v e r y  j o v i a l  f r a m e  
o f  m in d . H e n c e  h e  r e a d  t h r o u g h  th e  fa r r a g o  w i t h  
o n ly  o n e  v e r y  s t r o n g  d e s ir e — t o  k i c k  R a ff le s  n e c k  
a n d  c ro p  o u t  o f  t h e  s t a b l e .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  b i l l

M r . burn owes m e daniel raffles this m oney.

T o  bunneys at sixpence each  2 0
T o  50 cartrigges  ..........  6 6
T o p id gin s  ..................  1 6
1 gunn breech lo d er . . .  . . .  £ 7  0 0

totel £7  10 0
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“  N o w , R a ff le s ,”  s a id  J a c k ,  in  a  w h it e  h e a t ,
“  w h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n  b y  t h is  r o tte n  fo o le r y  ? ”

“  T h e r e ’s  n o  f o o l e r y  a b o u t  i t , ”  s a id  R a ffle s , 
s u lk i l y .  “ T h a t ’s  m y  b ill .”

“  W h y ,  y o u  u n s p e a k a b le  r a s c a l ,  d id  y o u  fa n c y  
I ’d  p a y  i t ? ”

“ I  d id , a n d  I  d o .”
S o m e t h in g  in  t h e  fe l lo w ’s t o n e  m a d e  J a c k  a  

t r i f le  u n e a s y , a n d  h e  c o n s id e r e d  w i t h i n  h im s e lf  
f o r  a  m o m e n t  w h a t  h e  h a d  b e t t e r  d o . T h a t  t h e  
r a s c a l  h a d  m a d e  u p  h is  m in d  t o  b e  n a s t y  w a s  
e v id e n t ,  a n d  w h e n  J a c k  t h o u g h t  t h a t  th e  g u n , 
p o o r  a s  i t  w a s , w a s  d e s tr o y e d , t h o u g h  t h r o u g h  n o  
f a u l t  o f  h is  o w n , h e  t h o u g h t  p e r h a p s  h e  m ig h t  g iv e  
h is  o ld  j a c k a l  s o m e t h in g  a s  a  s o la t iu m .

“  A l l  r ig h t ,' R a ff le s  ! I ’l l  p a y  y o u  f o r  w h a t  I  o w e  
y o u  n o w , a n d  I ’l l  g i v e  y o u  a  s o v e r e ig n  fo r  th e  g u n . 
I ’l l  s e n d  y o u  t h a t  in  a  d a y  o r  t w o . I ’v e  n o  m o r e  
m o n e y  w i t h  m e  n o w .”

“  T h a t  a in ’ t  t h e  b i l l .  I  w a n t  t h i s  ’e r e  b i l l  p a id .”  
“ ‘ T h i s  ’e re  b i l l  ’ is  s h e e r  r o t ! ”  r e to r te d  J a c k .
“  R o t  o r  n o t , i t ’s  w h a t  I  w a n t  fr o m  y o u . Y o u  

p a y  u p  t h a t  s e v e n  o d d , o r i t  w i l l  b e  t h e  w o r s e  fo r  
y o u . W h a t  is  s e v e n  o d d  t o  a  y o u n g  g e n t  l ik e  y o u  1 

A r e n ’t  y o u  a l l  m il l io n a ir e s  a t  S t .  A m o r y ’s ? ”
“  N o t  b y  a  lo n g  c h a l k .”
“  W e l l ,  I  d o n ’t  w a n t  to  b e  u n p le a s a n t , m y  b u c k ,  

b u t  i f  y o u  w o n ’t  p a y  o v e r  I ’l l  s h o w  y o u  u p .”
“  S h o w  m e  u p , y o u  b e a s t — w h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n  ? ” 
“  I ’l l  w r i t e  t o  C o r k e r  a n d  b lo w  t h e  g a f f .”
“  I f  y o u  d id  t h a t , ”  s a id  B o u r n e  g r im ly ,  “  I ’d  k i l l  

y o u  fir s t  d a y  I  c o u ld  d o  it .”
“  O r  I ’d  w r i t e  t o  y o u r  b r o t h e r .”
“  A n d  h e ’d  d o  i t  n o w , y o u  s k u n k  ! ”
“  N o  n a m e s , y o u n g  g e n t. T h a t  w o n ’t  p a y  m y  

b i ll .  Y o u  d o n ’t  s e e m  to  im a g in e  I  m e a n  w h a t  I  
s a y .”

“ N o , I  d o n ’t , f o r  y o u  w o u ld n ’ t  b e  a n y  nearer  
g e t t i n g  t h e  m o n e y .”

“  B u t  th e n  y o u  s a y  y o u  a r e n ’t  g o i n g  to  p a y  a n y 
h o w , s o  I  m a y  a s  w e l l  to u c h  y o u  u p  a  b it .  Y o u ’ v e  
m o s t  e v e r y  t i m e  t o ld  m e  n o t  t o  b e  s o  b e a s t l y  
f r ie n d ly ,  a n d  I  a in ’ t  g o in g  t o  b e . T m  g o in g  t o  
h a v e  t h e  s e v e n  te n  o r  s h o w  y o u  u p . T h a t ’s 
s t r a i g h t .”

“  S h o w  m e  u p ,”  r e p e a t e d  J a c k ,  b l a n k l y .  “  Y o u  
m is e r a b le  b l a c k m a i le r  ! ”  B o u r n e  f e l t  th e n  t h e  
b e a u t i f u l  f e e l in g s  o f  b e in g  in  t h e  g r a s p  o f  a  l o w 
b r e d  c a d  w h o  c o u ld  p la y  w it h  h im  a s  a  c a t  w i t l i  a  
m o u s e . H e  s a t  s t a r i n g  in  f r o n t  o f  h im  l i v i d  w it h  
r a g e , a n d  R a ff le s , w h o  w a s  w a t c h in g  h im  c o v e r t ly ,  
a n d  w i t h  n o  s m a ll  a n x i e t y ,  c o u ld  s e e  h e  w a s  
d i g e s t i n g  th e  w h o le  s it u a t io n . J a c k  w o u ld  in d e e d  
t h e n  a n d  th e r e  h a v e  l e t  R a ff le s  d o  h is  w o r s t , a n d  
w o u ld  h a v e  s t o o d  t h e  r a c k e t  fr o m  C o r k e r — a n d  
h is  b r o th e r — r a t h e r  th a n  b e  b la c k m a i le d  b y  t h e  
v i l l a i n  b y  b is  s id e , b u t  h e  s a id  h o p e le s s ly  t o  h im  
s e lf ,  “ H o w  c a n  I  d o  i t  w i t h o u t  b r in g in g  A c t o n

train'in t o  i t ?  W h e n  t h is  c o m e s  o u t  a ll Ins 
w i t h  t h e  C o o n  m u s t  c o m e  o u t  to o  ; perhaps 
lo s e  h is  m o n it o r s h ip  f o r  n o t  k e e p in g  his hand 
m e . a n d  P h i l ’s  d o n e  h im  a  b a d  enough t  
a lr e a d y . I  c a n ’ t  r o u n d  o n  h im . H ea ven s'!  
c a n ’ t  d o  t h a t .”  '

T h i s  r e a d s  r a t h e r  p i t i f u l ,  d o e sn ’ t it, under the 
c ir c u m s ta n c e s  ?

J a c k  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  h is  re s o u rc e s  tried a dg. 
p e r a t e  b lu ff . “ I ’l l  p u t  A c t o n  on yo u r track,mj 
b e a u t y ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  h e ’l l  m a k e  y o u  see— or feel- 
re a s o n .”

“  T h a t  g a m e ’s  n o  g o o d , y o u n g  shaver. I dont 
w a n t  t o  s e e  M r. A c t i n g  n o  m o r e  th a n  you want to 
t e l l  h im  o f  y o u r  l i t t l e  b lo w - o u ts . L o o k here, an 
J’ou g o in g  t o  p a y  ? Y e s  o r  n o  ? ”

“  I  h a v e n ’ t  g o t  th e  m o n e y ,”  sa id  Jack, at tii 
w i t s ’ e n d .

“ H o  ! t h a t ’s  v e r y  l i k e l y , ”  s a id  Raffles, with a 
s n e e r , “ a n y h o w , y o u  c o u ld  m ig h ty  soon get it I 
y o u  w a n te d  t o .”

“  H o w ? ”
“ W h y  b o r r o w  i t ,  o f  c o u r s e . A s k  your ebunj, 

M r. A c t in g .  H e  ’a s  m o n e y . N o  end  of brass, tl* 
C o o n  s a y s .”

“  I  c a n ’t  d o  t h a t ,”  s a id  J a c k ,  in u tte r  despair.
“  O r l  r i g h t ,”  s a id  R a ff le s ,  s e e in g  his shot had 

to ld . “  I  s e e  y o u  a in ’t  g o t  t h e  m o n ey  on you now, 
a n d  I  d o n ’t  w a n t  to  b e  t o o  ’a r d  on you. I'll girt 
y o u  a  c h a n c e .  I ’l l  g iv e  y o u  t i l l  S atu rd ay  to tarn 
i t  o v e r . M y  a d v ic e  is  t o  b o r r o w  fro m  Mr. Acting 
H e ’ ll le n d  i t  y o u , I  s h o u ld  t h i n k  ; anyhow, leant 
s ta n d  s h i l l y - s h a l l y i n g  h e r e  a l l  n ig h t, no more thi 
I  c a n  s t a n d  th e  lo s s  o f  t h a t  g r a n d  gun , so I'm ol 
H a v e  t h e  m o n e y  b y  S a t u r d a y  a t  three, or I bio 
t h e  g a f f ,  a n d  y o u  c a n  b e  h u n g  u p  o r cu t up for a 
1  c a r e . I ’m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  b e  m o r e  b eastly  friendly, 
n o r  m o r e  c h u m m y  th a n  t h a t .”

R a ff le s  lu r c h e d  o f f  w i t h  a  s a v a g e  leer, and Ja« 
s t a g g e r e d  b a c k  t o  S t .  A m o r y ’s.

J a c k ’s  l i f e  w a s  a  b u r d e n  t o  h im  fo r the nextfe* 
h o u r s , h is  h e a d  n e a r ly  s p l i t  w i t h  th e  hatching# 
im p o s s ib le  p la n s  w i t h  lo o p h o le s  to  escape 
w e a s e l  o n  h is  t r a c k ,  b u t  t h e  e n d  w a s as Acton 1** 
fo r e s e e n . A c t o n  g o t  a  n o te  th r o u g h  Grim.

D ea r  A cton ,— C ou ld  y o u  give me ten minutes # 
yo u r  stu d y to-n igh t ?— Y ours,

D ea r  B ou rn e ,—  T w en ty, i f  you  l i k e I w r tJ, DW-

J a c k  w e n t , a n d  w h e n  A c t o n  p u t  him i®*® 
e a s y  c h a i r  a n d  n o t ic e d  h is  w h ite , fagged * 
f e l t  g e n u in e l y  s o r r y  fo r  h im .

“  Y o u  lo o k  s e e d y , y o u n g  ’ u n .”  . .u ,
“  I  h o p e  I  d o n ’t  lo o k  a s  s e e d y  a s  I fee, 

a l l . ”
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" W hat's th e  m a t te r  ?
Jack b oggled  o v e r  w h a t  h e ’d  c o m e  to  s a y ,  b u t  

finally blurted o u t : “  A c t o n ,  w o u ld  y o u  le n d  m e  
seven pounds 1 I ’m  in  a  h o le , t h e  d e u c e  o f  a  h o le  ; 
in fact, I ’m p r e t ty  w e l l  h o p e le s s ly  s tu m p e d . I ’ ll 
tell you w hy i f  y o u  a s k  m e , b u t  I  h o p e  y o u  w o n ’ t. 
I’ve been an  a ss , b u t  I ’v e  c o l la r e d  s o m e  a w f u l  
luck and I ’m n o t q u it e  t h e  b l a c k  s h e e p  I  s e e m .' I  
don’t want to  a s k  P h i l— in  fa c t ,  I  c o u ld n ’t, s im p ly  
couldn’t ask h im  fo r  t h is .  I ’l l  p a y  y o u  b a c k  
beginning o f n e x t  te rm  i f  I  c a n  r a is e  a s  m u c h , a n d  
if not, as m uch  
as I can th e n , 
and th e  r e s t  
later.”

“ O h , yo u ’re 
straight enough, ; 
young ’ un, an d

“ LOOK H ER E, ARE TOC C clN O  TO P A T ?  TE S  ,OR N O ? "

Ill lend you  th e  m o n e y ,” s a id  A c t o n .
ack b lu b b ed  in h is  t h a n k s ,  f o r  h e  w a s  r e a l ly  

run down.
Keep u p  y o u r  p e c k e r ,  B o u r n e . B o r r o w in g  

cash!” Cr*m e’ Bu ite . W h e n  d o  y o u  w a n t  th e

o n ly  k n e w  o f  o n e , a n d  h e  w e n t  t o  b e d  t h a t  n i g h t  
b le s s in g  A c t o n .  H i s  g o r g e  ro s e  w h e n  h e  t h o u g h t  
o f  h is  fle e c in g , a n d  a t  t h is  h e  a lm o s t  b lu b b e d  w i t h  
r a g e  a s  h e  b lu b b e d  w i t h  g r a t i t u d e  to  A c t o n .

T h a t  i n t e r e s t in g  S h y lo c k ,  R a ffle s , w a s  a t  t h e  
fa r m  c o n f id e n t ly  w a i t i n g  y o u n g  B o u r n e  a n d  h ie  
c o in s , a n d  w h e n  h e  s a w  th e  y o u n g  in n o c e n t  b o w l
in g  f u r io u s l y  d o w n  t h e  ro a d , h e  s ig h e d  w i t h  s a t is 
fa c t io n . H i s  d r e a m  w a s  tr u e .

“  W r i t e  o u t  t h e  r e c e ip t .”
“  I ’v e  a lr e a d y  d o n e  i t ,  M r, B o u r n e .”

“  T h e n  h e r e ’s  y o u r  b la c k m a i l .”
“  C o r r e c t  t o  t h e  f ig u r e , s ir , a n d  I  t h i n k  

i t ’s  a  s e t t le ,  n ic e  a n d  c o m fo r t a b le  fo r  a l l  
p a r t ie s .”

“  I f  i t ’s  a n y  c o m fo r t  fo r  y o u  to  k n o w  
y o u ’re  a n  u t t e r  b la c k g u a r d  y o u  c a n  h e a r  
it . A  fe l lo w  l i k e  y o u  is n ’t  o n  t h e  s a m e  

le v e l  a s  y o u r  f i l t h y  m o n g r e l. '1
“  I  n e v e r  s a id  w e  w a s ,” m u r 

m u r e d  R a ff le s , a s  h e  s h u ffle d  
a w a y .

A c t o n  n o w  f e l t  p r e t t y  s a fe  a s  
r e g a r d s  y o u n g  B o u r n e . H e  h e ld  
h im  f a s t  in  th e  d o u b le  b o n d s  o f  
in d e b t e d n e s s  a n d  o f  g r a t i t u d e ,  
a n d  w it h  J a c k  t h e  g r a t i t u d e  w a s  
b y  f a r  th e  g r e a te r . A c t o n  h a d  
s a v e d  h im  fr o m  d is g r a c e , fr o m  a  
le n g t h e n e d  s t r in g in g  u p , fr o m  t h e  
s c o r n  o f  h is  b r o th e r , fr o m  t h e  
j e e r s  a n d  l a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  
t h e  f e l l o w s .  L i k e  o th e r s , h e  
c o u ld  h a v e  s to o d  C o r k e r ’s  r a g e  

b e t t e r  t h a n  th e  
j o k e s  o f  h i s  
c ro n ie s . H e  w a s  
r e c e iv e d  b a c k  i n 
to  t h e  fo ld  o f  l i is  
o w n  p a r t i c u l a r  
s e t  w i t h  m o re  
eclat t h a n  h e  f e l t  
h e  d e s e r v e d .

“  H e r e ’ s o l  d  
B o u r n e  g o n e  a n d  
s a c k e d  A c t o n ,”  
s a id  G r im , 

h i m ? ”  s u g g e s te d

“ By toM n o rro w , p le a s e ,”  s a id  J a c k .
a m fo r  i t ,  t h e n , b e fo r e  a f t e r n o o n  s c h o o l, 

Y m e  b a c k  a s  y o  
g o t  h o ld  o f  y o u .”

?ou, can  p a y  M e b a c k  a s  y o u  s a y . I  s u p p o s e  
«Y ar^ s h a v e  60 t B o ld  o f  y o u .”

681 saKI J a c k , w i t h  p e r f e c t  t r u t h ,  t h o u g h  h e

“ S u r e  A c t o n  h a s n ’ t  s a c k e d  
R o g e r s .

“  B e s t  f e l lo w  b r e a t h in g ,”  s a id  B o u r n e  fe r v e n t ly .
“  S t i l l ,  h e ’s B it fe n ’s .”
“  I  d o n ’ t  c a r e  w h e t h e r  h e ’s  a  w a t e r - l i ly  o r  n o t —  

h e  c a n ’t  h e lp  t h a t ,  y o u  k n o w , p o o r  f e l lo w .”
“  W h y  s h o u ld  h e  ? A r e n ’ t  w e  c o c k  h o u s e  ? ”
“  W h e r e  w o u ld  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  i f  A c t o n  h a d n ’ t 

l i f t e d  y o u  o u t  o f  y o u r  m u d d y  p o n d , a n d  le t  y o u  
s e e  a  l i t t l e  s u n l i g h t ? ”

“  Y o u  s h o u ld  b e  h is  f a g , 5 s a id  G r im .
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“  I ’d  j o l l y  w e l l  l ik e  to ,”  s a id  J a c k .  “  I ’d  b la c k  
I iis  b o o t s  a lm o s t .”

“  H e ’s  a  d o z e n  p a ir s ,”  s a id  G r im .
“ W r i t e  a  p o e m  o n  h is  v ir t u e s ,”  s u g g e s t e d  

R o g e r s .
“  S h u t  u p  t h i s  r o t ,” s a id  W ils o n . “ L e t ’s t r y  n 

r u n  r o u n d  t h e  B e n d e r — l a s t  f e l lo w  s t a n d s  t e a  a t  
H o o p e r ’s .”

“  C a r r i e d  nem, co n ?  s a id  G r im , w h o  w a s  p r e t t y  
s p e e d y .

A n d  t h e  r e  u n ite d  h a l f - d o z e n  c r o n ie s  ra n  th e  
t h r e e  m ile s  o u t  a n d  d i t t o  h o m e , W i ls o n  s u b s e 
q u e n t l y  s t a n d in g  te a , fo r ,  a s  h e  p a t h e t i c a l l y  e x 
p la in e d , “  I  w a s  o v e r h a u l i n g  R o g e r s  h a n d  o v e r  
h a n d  w h e n  I  s lip p e d  m y  s h o e , e ls e  h e ’d  h a v e  h a d  
t o  f o r k  o u t .”  T h u s  J a c k  b e c a m e  a g a in  fo r  a  w h i le  
t h e  c o m m o n  o r  g a r d e n  v a r i e t y  o f  s c h o o l- b o y , a n d  
h e  e n jo y e d  t h e  c h a n g e .

P h i l  B o u r n e  c a m e  in t o  m y  ro o m  th e  s a m e  e v e n 
in g  t h a t  s a w  J a c k  B o u r n e  r e le a s e d  fr o m  t h e  t o i ls  
o f  R a ff le s .

“ B u s y ,  o ld  m a n ? ”
“  N o t  a t  a l l , ”  s a id  I ,  p u s h in g  a w a y  m y  b o o k s . 

“  J o l l y  g la d  y o u ’v e  c o m e  in .”
“ T h e r e ’s  a  b i t  o f  n e w s  f o r  y o u , I ’ v e  j u s t  b e e n  in  

th e  g y m . I  f a n c y  t h e  o ld  s c h o o l w i l l  p u l l  o f f  t h e  
‘ H e a v y  ’ a t  A ld e r s h o t .”

“  H a s  H o d g s o n  tu r n e d  o u t  s o  j o l l y  w e l l ,  th e n  ? ”  
“  H o d g s o n  ! O h , n o  ! H o d g s o n  i s n ’ t  g o i n g  to  

b e  t h e  s c h o o l ’s  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  t h is  y e a r ,  I  f a n c y .”
“  W h y ,  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  in  fo r m  t o - n i g h t  1 ”
“  L o o k  h e r e , o ld  m a n , y o u  a r e  q u i t e  o u t  o f  i t .  

Y o u  s i t  h e r e  r e a d in g  u p  a l l  t h a t  a n c ie n t  lo r e  a b o u t  
t h e  c e s tu s , a n d  y o u  c o u ld  t e l l  m e  t h e  n a m e s  o f  a l l  
N e r o ’s  g la d i a t o r s ,  a n d  y e t  h e r e  a t  t h i s  e s t a b l is h 
m e n t  w e ’v e  g o t  a  g la d i a t o r  w h o  is  g o i n g  t o  m a k e  
h i s t o r y ,  a n d  y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  i t . ”

“  I  t h o u g h t  y o u  w e r e  t h e  o n ly  f e l lo w  w h o  c o u ld  
s h o w  H o d g s o n  a n y t h i n g .”

“  N o ,” s a i d  P h i l .  “  I  n e v e r  w a s  a s  g o o d  a s  
H o d g s o n . I  a lw a y s  m a d e  a  p o in t  o f  m a k in g  h im  
g o  a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  w in  o n  p r in c ip le , b u t  h e  a lw a y s  
h a d  a  p u l l  m o r e  o r  le s s  o v e r  m e . Y o u  se e , 
H o d g s o n  is  la z y ,  a n d  h e  w a n t e d  s o m e o n e  to  
c h a l le n g e  t h e  r ig h t  t o  r e p r e s e n t  th e  s c h o o l,  o r  I  
d o n ’ t  f a n c y  h e ’d  h a v e  p u t  in  e n o u g h  g o o d  w o r k  to  
s t a n d  m u c h  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  th e  E t o n  m a n . T h e r e 
fo r e  I  s t e p p e d  in to  t h e  b r e a c h , a n d , b y  s w e a t in g  
h im , h a v e  m a d e  H o d g s o n  fr o m  a  v e r y  f a i r  b o x e r  
in t o  a  g o o d  o n e — g o o d , b u t  n o t h in g  s u p e r - e x c e l 
l e n t .”

“  T h e n  w h o ’s  b e e n  l y i n g  lo w  a l l  t h i s  t im e  1 ”
“  A c t o n .”
“  A c t o n ? ”  s a id  I ,  in  u t t e r  a s t o n is h m e n t . “ W h y , 

d i d n ’t  o u r  d e a r  T h e o d o r e  d r e s s  h im  d o w n  o n c e  fo r  
lo s in g  h is  t e m p e r  in  t h e  g y m . ? ”

“  H e  d id ,  m y  b o y ,  a n d  A c t o n  r e p a id  t h e  c o m p l i 

ment to-night — w ith interest. H e  onen&t 
eyes for u s. I ’m  tellin g  the bare tru th  whe°̂  
say th at he sim ply played w ith Theodore,aj* 
the third round he as good as knocked him out’

I  s t a r e d  in to  t h e  f ir e  f o r  a  m in u te  or two tw , 
in g  o u t  t h is  n e w s . ' '

“  E u r e k a  ! ”  s a id  I . “  I ’ v e  fo u n d  i t 1 ” 
“ W h a t ? ” ‘
“  T h e  r e a s o n  A c t o n  c r o p s  u p  here, H e  cannot 

f o r g e t  a n  in ju r y .  H o d g s o n  h u m b le d  him o 
a n d  s o  A c t o n  m u s t  n e e d s  t a k e  a w a y  from Theodore 
h is  o w n  p e c u l ia r  p e t  a m b it io n , w h ich  is to repre
s e n t  S t .  A m o r y ’s  a t  A ld e r s h o t  in  th e  Heavy.”

“  I  w is h ,”  s a id  P h i l ,  g l o o m i l y , / 1 B iffen 's Beauty's 
s c h e m e s  a lw a y s  w o r k e d  o u t  s o  w e ll  for the school’s 
h o n o u r . H e ’l l  r e p r e s e n t  S t .  A m o r y ’s  without! 
d o u b t .”

“  I s  l ie  so  v e r y  g o o d , th e n  ? ” 
“ S u p e r - e x c e l le n t ,  o ld  f e l l o w !  Prodigious!’ 

s a id  P h i l ,  w i t h  g e n u in e  a d m ir a tio n . “ Well all 
s le e p  w i t h  b o t h  e a r s  o n  t h e  p i l lo w  when the tele
g r a m  c o m e s  fr o m  A ld e r s h o t .  S u c h  a le ft! He 
h a s  a  s w in g in g ,  c u r l y  s t r o k e  w h ic h  he uses after 
a n  a r t f u l  l i t t l e  f e i n t  w h ic h  w o u ld  w in the final by 
i t s e l f .  H o d g s o n  r e a l l y  s e e m e d  try in g  to catch 
q u ic k - s i l v e r  w h e n  h e  t r ie d  t o  g e t  hom e on Acton 
W h e r e  d id  A c t o n  le a r n  a l l  t h is ?  The sergeant 
h a s n ’ t g o t  t h a t  a r t f u l  m is - h i t  in  h is  bag of tricks’ 

“  D o n ’t  s p e c u la t e  o n  A c t o n ’s  d o in g s  or where lie 
p ic k s  u p  w h a t  h e  k n o w s . I t ’ s to o  intricate.” 

“ W h a t  a  p i t y  o n e  c a n ’t  g o  a n d  shake his hand 
a s  o n e  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  d o . H e  is  a  m arvel-to  
d a r k  h o r s e ,”  s a id  P h i l  w i t h  g en u in e  regret, u 
a lw a y s ,  w h e n  s p e a k i n g  o f  A c t o n .

“  O u r  belt n oir ,”  s a id  I  w i t h o u t  winking. 
“ Y o u  h e a t h e n ,"  s a id  P h i l ,  laughing. “ Thit 

w a s  a lm o s t  a  p u n . B u t  I ’ m  a fr a id  I ’m a bit sd- 
fis h  in  m y  j o y  a b o u t  A c t o n .  S in c e  he’s a certainty, 
I  c a n  d e v o t e  a l l  m y  m ig h t y  m in d  to rackets. I 
d o n ’t  t h i n k  t h e r e  is  a  b e t t e r  p a ir  in  the place tlffl 
V e r c o e  a n d  s e l f  a t  p r e s e n t .”

“  O h ,  th o u  m o d e s t  o n e  ! ”
“  ‘ T o b y ’ a l w a y s  f in is h e s  u p  ‘ W h en  you and Hr 

V e r c o e  g o e s  to  Q u e e n ’s  C lu b ,  M r. Bourne, I add* 
y o u , e tc - ’ S o , ‘ T o b y  ’ e v id e n t ly  has no don 
w h o ’s  t o  g o  t h e r e .”  ,

“ T o b y ” T u c k e r  w a s  o u r  r a c k e t  profession  ̂
a n d  w h e n  h e  s jr o t te d  a  p a ir  fo r  th e  public sc 
r a c k e t s ,  F e n t o n , t h e  m a s te r  w h o  fin ally  chose* 
p a ir ,  n e v e r  s a id  “  N a y .”  “ T o b y ” w a s  incorrupt! 
W i t h  b o t h  h is  l i t t l e  e y e s  f ix e d  in e x o ra b ly  on 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  j o y s  o f  h is  l i f e  w e re  consum®1 
w h e n  t h e  S t .  A m o r y ’s  p a ir  b r o u g h t  th e champ1 
s h ip  h o m e . j

“  C o n g r a t u l a t e  y o u , o ld  m a n . I f  Acton P ^  
t h e  A ld e r s h o t  a n d  y o u  a n d  V e r c o e  th e rack®

“  I f  I  o n ly  f e l t  a s  c o n f id e n t  o n  our 
a s  I  d o  o f  A c t o n  b r in g in g  o f f  h is , I d S° 3
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WJ aBd sm other ‘ T o b y , ’ H e  a lm o s t  w o r k s  o n e  

to death.”

C H A P T E R  X I I .

HOW THEY “ ’ELPED THE PORE FELLER.’ .

Topd had fo u n d  o u t  a l l  t h e  u n p a in t e d  b e a u ty . 
„  public school l i fe  w i t h o u t  p o c k e t  m o n e y , a n d  
discovered th a t e x is te n c e  w a s  j u s t  p o s s ib le . A  
shilling on yo u r w a tc h  c h a in  a n d  a  s h il l in g ’s  w o r th  
of stamps ad m it o f n o  lu x u r ie s ,  a n d  T o d d ,  t h r o u g h  
bis impecuniosity, e v e n  i f  h e  h a d  w is h e d , c o u ld  
not have done a n y th in g  e ls e  b u t  w o r k . T a y l o r ’s 
bouse was su p p o sed  to  p r o v id e  a  f a i r l y  l ib e r a l  
table, but G u 3 r e a lly  d id  m is s  h i 3  a f t e r - d in n e r  c u p  
of coffee at H o o p er’s, a n d  n o t  m a n y  f e l lo w s  w o u ld  
egard long le tte rs  to  a n d  fr o m  h o m e  a s  b e in g  th e  

lummum bonum o f  the- w e e k . Y e t  T o d d  h a d  
come to regard  h is  m a m m a ’s  le t t e r s — fo u r - p a g e d  
gossip about h is  s is te r s , h is  b r o th e r s , t h e  h o rs e s , 
and the dogs— in  th e  l i g h t  o f  lu x u r ie s .

Consequently, w it h  n o t h in g  t o  d i s t r a c t  h im , G u s  
really did w ork . H i s  s t a n d in g  in  t h e  F i f t h  s e n 
sibly increased. M e r is h a l l  d i d  n o t  m a k e  e la b o r a te  

on his L a t in , a n d  C o r k e r  n o t  o n c e  l e t  f a l l  
the warning e y e -g la s s e s  p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  s a v a g in g  
him for his G re e k , fo r m e r ly  c a l le d  s o  b y  a  c o u r te s y  
title. There w as a  w o r ld  o f  d if fe r e n c e  b e t w e e n  
his old h ap -h azard  s lip -s lo p  a n d  h is  p r e s e n t  
honest attem pts in  t h e  w a y s  o f  s c h o la r s h ip .

The h alf-h o lid ays, o f  c o u r s e , d r a g g e d  d r e a d f u l ly ,  
for Gus was on e o f  t h e  fe w  b o y 3  w h o  h a v e  n e ith e r  
any aptitude fo r g a m e s  n o r  a  s t r a w  o f  in c l in a t io n  
for them, and, b e in g  in  t h e  F i f t h ,  h e  c o u ld  B uit 
himself as to w h a t h e  d id . G e n e r a l ly ,  h e  s p e n t  
the afternoon a m u s in g  h im s e lf  ( w it h  L a n c a s t e r ’s  
express ap p roval) in  t h e  la b o r a t o r y ,  a n d  s o  e ffa c e d  
previous bad im p re ssio n s  fr o m  t h e  s c ie n c e  m a s te r ’s  
mind; b u t G u s  w a s  h o n e s t  e n o u g h  w i t h  h im s e lf  t o  
own that he w o u ld  r a th e r  h a v e  h a d  a n  a im le s s  
stroll w ith C o tto n  th a n  a n y  a m o u n t  o f  “ b o t t l e 
washing.” B u t  C o t t o n  h a d  th r o w n  h im  o v e r  ; 
they rarely n od d ed  w h e n  t h e y  m e t , a n d  J i m  s o m e - 
hmea was v e ry  c a r e fu l n o t  to  s e e  G u s  w a lk in g  in  
solitary state  in  th e  r o a d w a y .

As a rule, th e  la b o r a t o r y  w a 3  e m p t y  o n  h a lf -  
oidays, and G u s  u s e d  to  w o r k  t h r o u g h  h is  ta b le s  

m so tude, b u t  o n e  a f te r n o o n  h e  fo u n d  n o  le s s  a  
Person than W . E . G r im , t h e  p r iz e  f a g  o f  B if fe n ’s, 
Powder*°m et^ n§’ v e r y  s e r io u s ly  with a  g r e e n

“ Hullo, y o u n g  ’u n  ! 
round here fo r ? ”

W h a t  a r e  y o u  fo o tlin g

S lv e n  m e  t h is  s a l t  t o  a n a ly s e , 
“ Wb  ̂ H iere’s  c o p p e r  in  i t . ” 

run m  ^  a a v e  ^o u  ^ een  UP  t°> t h a t  L a n c a s t e r  h a s
^  you m l Half-holiday, to o l ”

“ H e  h a s n ’t  r u n  m e  in ,”  s a id  G r im , s u lk i l y .  “ A s  
a  s p e c ia l  f a v o u r  h e ’s  l e t  m e  c o m e  in  h e r e  to  w o r k  
a  l i t t l e  m y s e l f .  I  d i d  a  r ip p in g  c h e m is t r y  p a p e r  
l a s t  w e e k , a n d ----- ”

“  O h ,  I  s e e . A r e  yo u  g o i n g  t o  g iv e  B if f e n ’s  
a n o t h e r  l e g  u p , to o  ? ”

“ J u s t  a s  s o o n  a s  y o u  g iv e  T a y l o r ’s  o n e ,”  s a i d  
G r im , w h o , in  c o m m o n  w i t h  a l l  th e  ju n io r s ,  d id  
n o t  fe a r  t h e  e a s y - g o in g  T o d d .

“ N o  c h e e k ! ” s a id  G u s . “ I f  I  m ix e d  u p  c o a l  
d u s t  a n d  b r i c k  d u s t ,  b o w ’ d  y o u  s e p a r a t e  ’e m  1 "

“  A s k  m y  g r a n d m o t h e r  f o r  a  te le s c o p e , a n d  lo o k  
o u t  t h e  m ix  th r o u g h  t h e  b u t t  e n d .”

“  Q u it e  s o ,”  s a id  T o d d , c h u c k lin g .  “  I  s u p p o s e  
y o u ’v e  g iv e n  m e  a  s p e c im e n  o f  B if f e n ’s  l a t e s t  
b r a n d  o f  w i t .  W e l l ,  d o n ’t  m a k e  t o o  b i g  a  r o w  in  
h u n t i n g  f o r  y o u r  c o p p e r , a n d  t h e n  I ’l l  n o t  c h u c k  
y o u  o u t .”

G r im  m u r m u r e d  s o m e t h in g  d is p a r a g in g  T o d d ’s  
a u t h o r i t y  f o r  c h u c k in g  o u t , b u t  G u s  l a n g u i d l y  
s id le d  o ff  t o  h is  o w n  p a r t i c u la r  b e n c h , w h e r e , o u t  
o f  s ig h t  o f  G r im , h e  p r e p a r e d  to  d o  a n  a f te r n o o n ’s  
q u i e t  w o r k .

M e a n w h ile  G r im ’s  p a r t ic u la r  c r o n ie s , W i ls o n , 
R o g e r s , S h a r p e ,  P o u le t t ,  a n d  y o u n g  B o u r n e , a r r a y e d  
in  a l l  t h e  g lo r y  o f  m u d - s t a in e d  fo o te r - to g s , a f t e r  
v a i n l y  w a i t i n g  o u t s id e  B i f f e n ’s , w e r e  s e e k in g  h i g h  
a n d  lo w  f o r  t h e  c o p p e r - h u n t in g  c h e m is t , w h o , f o r  
m a n y  re a s o n s , h a d  k e p t  h is  a f t e r n o o n ’s  p la n  v e r y  
d a r k .  H e  k n e w  o n ly  t o o  w e l l  t h a t  h is  b e lo v e d  
c h u m s  w o u ld  n o t  h e a r  o f  a n  a f t e r n o o n ’s  w o r k , a n d  
w o u ld  h e a d  h im  o f f  e i t h e r  t o  f o o t e r  o r  a  ru n  r o u n d  
t h e  B e n d e r . T h e r e f o r e , im m e d ia t e ly  a f t e r  d in n e r , 
h e  h a d  m a d e  a n  u n o s t e n t a t io u s  e x i t ,  a n d  r e a c h e d  
t h e  la b o r a t o r y  in  s a f e t y .

“  W h e r e  is G r im m y  ? ”  s a id  S h a r p e .
“  D u n n o ,”  s a id  W ils o n .
“  D id  h e  k n o w  o f  o u r  s ir - a - s id e  a g a in s t  M e r i-  

s b a l l ’s l o t ? ”
“  R a t h e r  ! S a id  h e  h o p e d  w e ’d  w in .”
“  W e !  W h y ,  is  h e  b a c k in g  o u t ,  t h e n  1 ”
“  W e ll, w e ’v e  w a i t e d  fo r  h im  h a l f  a n  h o u r , a n d  

t h e r e ’s n o  s ig n  o f  h im  y e t — l o o k ’s  l i k e  i t .”
“  W h a t  is  u p  w i t h  h im , I  w o n d e r  1 ”  s a id  

P o u le t t .
“ S e e m e d  r a t h e r  m y s t e r io u s  t h is  m o r n in g — r a t h e r  

s ta n d -o ff is h  to  m y  id e a . P e r h a p s ,  th o u g h , h e ’s  o n ly  
g u z z l i n g  b u n s  o r  s w i l l in g  c o ffe e  s o m e w h e r e . L e t ’s 
s e e .”

T h e  q u in t e t t e  t h e r e u p o n  s p r e a d  th e m s e lv e s  o u t , 
b u t  e v e r y  s h o p  w a s  d r a w n  b la n k .

“ R u m ! "  s a id  R o g e r s . “ W h e r e  c a n  t h e  a s s
b c r

“  I f  w e  k n e w , S o lo m o n , w o u ld  w e  t r y  t o  f in d  
o u t  ? ” s a id  S h a r p e .

“  I  s a y , y o u  f e l lo w s — I ’v e  g o t  a n  id e a  a b o u t  
G r im m y . D id n ’t  L a n c a s t e r  g iv e  h im  a  le g - u p  fo r  
h is  c h e m is t r y  th e  o t h e r  d a y  1 P e r m is s io n  t o  f o o t l e
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in  t h e  la b .  o n  h a lf - h o l id a y s ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  i t  ? 
G r im  w a s  n o  e n d  c o c k y  o v e r  t h a t .”

“  G r i m m y  w a s t e  a  ‘ h a l f e r  ’ b o t t le  - w a s h in g  ! 
R o t 1 T h a t  is n ’ t  h is  fo r m , W ils o n .”

“ I f , ”  s a id  P o u le t t ,  im p r e s s iv e ly ,  “ h e  has  s u n k  
s o  lo w , w e  m u s t  g i v e  h im  a n  ’e lp in ’ ’a n d , p o r e  
f e l l e r  ! ”

“  R a t h e r .  I f  L a n c a s t e r  h a s  p u t  t h e  c o v e r  o v e r  
o ld  G r im m y  w e  m u s t  g e t  h im  o u t  s o m e h o w . L e t ’s 
a d jo u r n  t o  s e e .”

T h e  h o n o u r a b le  f iv e  f o r t h w it h  m o v e d  o v e r  to  
t h e  l a b o r a t o r y ,  a n d  G r im  r e c e iv e d  h is  b e lo v e d  
c r o n ie s  w i t h  h o t  b lu s h e s  a n d  a  r a t h e r  n e r v o u s  
m a n n e r .

“  I  s a y ,  y o u  c h a p s , w h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t  ? ”
“  W h a t  d id  w e  w a n t  ? ”  s a id  B o u r n e ,  a s  th o u g h  

h e ’d  fo r g o t t e n  it .  “  W h a t  w a s  it ,  R o g e r s ? ”
“  A  f e l lo w , f o r m e r ly  G r im m y , n o t  a  n a s t y  b o t t le -  

w a s h e r ,”  s a id  R o g e r s ,  m o r e  in  s o r r o w  t h a n  in  
a n g e r .

“ B u t  y e s t e r d a y  a n d  G r im m y  w a s  a n  a v e r a g e  
b a c k ,  a n d  n o w  h e ’s  h o ld in g  u p  s o m e  f i l t h y  b r e w  
t o  t h e  s u n l ig h t  t o  s e e  h o w  m u d d y  i t  is . Q b ,  m y  
g r e a t  a u n t ! ”  c h im e d  in  W ils o n .

“  H o w  a r e  t h e  m i g h t y  f a l le n  ! ”  g a s p e d  S h a r p e .
“  L o o k  h e re , y o u  f e l l o w s ----- ” b e g a n  G r im  w it h

s t i l l  m o r e  v i v i d  b lu s h e s  m a n t l in g  h is  n o b le  fa c e .
“  ’E a r ,  ’e a r  ! s p e e c h  ! s p e e c h  ! w i t h d r a w  ! a p o lo 

g is e  1 ”
“ I ’m  n o t  a s h a m e d  o f  b e in g  h e r e  a n d  d o in g  a  

l i t t l e  c h e m is t r y  f o r  m y  o w n  a m u s e m e n t , s o  t h e r e ; 
a n d  y o u  fe l lo w s  h a d  b e t t e r  c u t  b e fo r e  L a n c a s t e r  
c o m e s  a n d  r u n s  y o u  a l l  in .”

“  T h a t  is  a l l  r i g h t ,  G r im m y . L a n c a s t e r ’s  s p o r t 
i n g  a  s i l k  t i le ,  s o  h e ’s o f f  t o  to w n . T o  t h i n k  o f  
y o u r  c u t t i n g  o u r  s ix - a - s id e  to  p u f f  d o w n  a  d i r t y  
b l o w - p i p e ! C o m e  o u t , y o u  id io t ,  a n d  g e t  in to  
y o u r  f o o t e r  t o g s ! ”  s a id  S h a r p e .

“  I ’m  n o t  c o in in g , I  t e l l  y o u .”
“  I n s a n i t y  in  t h e  f a m ily ,  e v id e n t l y ,”  o b s e r v e d  

P o u le t t ,  j u d i c i a l l y .
“ A r e n ’t  y o u  c o m in g , r e a l l y ? ”
“  N o , I ’m  n o t ; d o  g e t  o u t  a n d  le a v e  m e  a lo n e  ! ” 
“ N e v e r ! ”  s a id  P o u le t t .  “ W e ’ ll  s t a y  w i t h  h im  

a n d  s e e  h im  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i t ,  e h  ? ”
“  R a t h e r  ! W e ’ l l  n e v e r  d e s e r t  y o u ,  G r im m y  ! ”
“  W e ’l l  l e t  th e  s ix - a - s id e  s l i d e  f o r  t h i s  a f te r n o o n  

a n d  w e ’l l  h e lp  G r im m y  w i t h  h is  s a l t , ”  s u g g e s te d  
t h e  e g g - p o a c h e r , b r i l l i a n t l y ; a n d  a n y  a m o u n t  o f  
h id d e n  m e a n in g  w a s  in  t h e  w o r d  “ h e lp .”

“  W e  w i l l ! w e  w i l l ! ”  c r ie d  t h e  r e s t , s p o t t in g  
P o u l e t t ’s  id e a  in s t a n t e r ,  w i t h  e n t h u s ia s t ic  j o y ;  a n d  
d e s p it e  G r i m ’s f r e n z ie d  d e c la m a t io n  a n d  e lo q u e n c e  
t h e y  a l l  “ h e lp e d .”

F o r  t w o  h o u r s — a s  l i v e l y  a  c o u p le  o f  h o u r s  a s  
e v e r  w e r e  p a s s e d  w i t h i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y — G u s  la y  
l o w  b e h in d  th e  f a r  b e n c h  a n d  e n jo y e d  t h e  a f t e r 
n o o n ’s  p e r fo r m a n c e  fa r  m o r e  t h a n  G r im . T h e

g r e e n  p o w d e r  u n d e r w e n t  s o m e  w e ird  experlme h 
e a c h  o f  t h e  q u in t e t t e  a v a i l i n g  h im self of Gri ' 
k n o w le d g e  a n d  t e s t  t u b e s  a n d  ac id  bottles J  
t h e  u t m o s t  fr e e d o m . T h e  a n a ly s is  o f Lancajy 
m ix t u r e  g a v e  v a r io u s  r e s u lts ,  b u t  when KoJ 
“ fo u n d  ”  r h u b a r b  a n d  b la c k - le a d  th is  was held tin 
c o r r e c t  fin d , a n d  a f t e r  t h is  v e r d ic t  the generom 
f iv e  p u t  u p  t h e  t e s t  t u b e s  in  th e  rack. Theyafl 
s a id  R o g e r s  h a d  s e t t le d  t h e  m a tte r , and anm, 
t h e y  h a d  h a d  a  j o l l y  t im e .

“  U n d e r s t a n d ,”  o b s e r v e d  P o u le t t , as he wasy 
a w a y  s o m e  a c id  s t a in s  fr o m  h is  b a re  knees, “that 
G r im m y  i3 n o t  a s h a m e d  o f  h is  black-lead aa 
r h u b a r b  h u n t .” *

“ W h y  th o s e  v iv id  b lu s h e s , th e n  ? ”
“  W e  n e v e r  b a r g a in e d  t h a t  o ld  G rim  would copy 

t h a t  F i f t h  F o r m  a ss , T o d d , a n d  chum  up wit 
L a n c a s t e r ,  d id  w e ? ”

“ W h a t  d id  y o u  s a y  a b o u t  T o d d ? ” inquire! 
G r im , s u a v e ly .

“ S a id  h e  w a s  a u  a s s .”  ’
“ A  w h a t ? ”
“ A n  a ss , a  j a c k a s s ,  a  h o w lin g  ja c k a s s !” crie 

P o u le t t ,  crescendo.
“ H o w ? ”
“ R e m e m b e r  C o r k e r  p i t c h in g  in to  him! 

h e  w a s n ’t  f i t  f o r  a  d e c e n t  n u r s e r y , and Toddy k  
h is  m o u th  o p e n  a l l  th e  t i m e .”

“  B u l l y  C o t t o n  h a s  g iv e n  T o d d y  up. Toddyra 
t o o  b i g  a n  a s s  e v e n  f o r  C o t t o n ,”  rem arked Wilm 

“ H e  lo o k s  f a i r l y  i n t e l l ig e n t ,”  observed Grimii 
a  g e n t le  w h is p e r . *

“ S o  d id  y o u , a lm o s t , t i l l  y o u  started foolit; 
l i k e  th is ."

G r im  a r t i s t i c a l l y  k e p t  t h e  co n versatio n  onTod  ̂
a n d  G u s  le a r n e d  h o w  l i k e  a n  a ss  each individul 
o f  t h e  q u in t e t t e  t h o u g h t  h im . H e  smiled gently 
a t  G r im ’s  a s t u t e n e s s  i n  p a y in g  h im  out so neatly 
fo r  h is  p r e v io u s  f r ie n d l y  r e m a r k s  about chuckin 
o u t . W h e n  t h e  f ir s t  s t r o k e  o f  th e  roll-call W 
r e a c h e d  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  h e  e m e rg e d  solemnly*® 
w i t h  s t a t e  fr o m  h is  r e t r e a t ,  a n d  stalked quietly 
th r o u g h  t h e  k n o t  o f  h is  o u ts p o k e n  critics, 
w e r e  i n s t a n t l y  b e s ie g e d  b y  a  v a r ie ty  of emotion 
H e  c lo s e d  t h e  la b o r a t o r y  d o o r  a fte r  him, ®  ■ 
w h e n  h e  s a w  th e  k e y  o u ts id e , th e  temptation to 
r e p a y  t h e  le f t - h a n d e d  c o m p lim e n ts  of Ponktt 
C o .  in  t h e i r  o w n  c o in  w a s  to o  stro n g . Gus gen J 
tu r n e d  t h e  k e y ,  a n d  w a s  h a l f  w a y  down t 
c o r r id o r  b e fo r e  th e  b a n d  a r r iv e d  a t  the 1®C 
d o o r . .

“  L e t  u s  o u t  ’ ”  s h r ie k e d  R o g e r s , “  *1°^
g i s e — a ll  o f  u s — w o n ’t w e  P o u le t t  ? ” «

“ Y e s ! ”  y e l le d  P o u le t t .  “ A n y th in g ! u 
T o d d , d o  l e t  u s  o u t ! "  .

B u t  T o d d  w e n t  o n  h is  w a y , serenely 
t h e  f r a n t i c  a p p e a ls  b e h in d  h im , an d  tu.r0. 
in t o  t h e  s t r e e t  w i t h  a  s w e e t  s m ile  on his
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■ ^ a t  b east, T o d d , L a s  g o n e , a n d  M e r is lia l l  w i l l  
' e us o u  ̂ th r e e  h u n d r e d  o f  V i r g i l  fo r  m is s in g  

call over,” m o a n e d  B o u r n e .
I ts  fo u r h u n d re d , i f  M e r is h a l l  t a k e s  i t , ”  s a id  

egers, w ith  d ir e  c o n v ic t io n .
Not fo r m e,” s a id  G r im , b e a m in g  c h e e r f u l l y  

• ound, ! I ’m  a ll  r ig h t . I ’ l l  t e l l  M e r is h a l l  t h a t  
e oor w a s  lo c k e d , b u t  a s  f o r  y o u  f iv e  id io t s ,  
0 oughtn t to  b e  h e r e  a t  a l l.  W e l l — w h a t  th e

ens d id  y o u  w a n t  t o  c a ll  o ld  T o d d y  a l l  th o s e  
cy nainRS fo r, y o u  s i l l y  c u c k o o s ? ”

“ O h , lo o k  h e r e  G r it n , y o u  a r t f u l  b o u n d e r ,” 
s h o u t e d  P o u le t t ,  b i t t e r l y ,  “ y o u ’v e  g o t  u s  in t o  t h is  
m e s s . W h y  d i d n ’t  y o u  s a y  T o d d  w a s  b e h in d  
th o s e  b a c k  b e n c h e s  ? ”

“ Y e s ,  w h y ? ”  s h o u te d  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e  r a g in g  
fa g s .  “  W e ’l l  s c r a g  y o u  fo r  t h is ,  d a r l in g .  C u c k o o s  
a r e  w e  ? S c r a g  h im — p u t  h im  in  t h e  s c r u m ."

W . E .  G r im  h a d  a  v e r y  b a d  f iv e  m in u t e s , b u t  
w h e n  h e  c r a w le d  o u t  o f  th e  s c r u m , h o t , d a m a g e d , 
a n d  d u s t y ,  h e  s a id , v ic io u s ly ,  “  I  h o p e  M e r is h a l l  
g iv e s  y o u  a  th o u .,  y o u  b e a s t l y  c a d s . Y o u ’ v e
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m u c k e d  u p  m y  a fte r n o o n , a n d  I ’m  h a n g e d  i f  I  
d o n ’ t  t e l l  L a n c a s t e r .”

T e n  m in u t e s  a f t e r  r o l l  c a ll  t h e  j a n i t o r  l e t  th e m  
o u t ,  a n d  s h o r t ly  a f t e r w a r d s  a  w r e t c h e d  p r o c e s s io n  
o f  f iv e  e m e r g e d  fr o m  M e r is h a l l ’s  ro o m  w i t h  t w o  
h u n d r e d  l in e s  fr o m  V i r g i l  h a n g in g  o v e r  e a c h  h e a d  
f o r  a  m is s e d  c a l l - o v e r  w i t h o u t  e x c u s e . G r im  
w o r k e d  a n  a r t i s t i c  r e v e n g e  o n  h is  s c r u m m a g e r s  
b y  c a l l i n g  p e r s o n a l ly  t h e  n e x t  h a l f  h o l id a y  t o  
i n q u ir e  i f  t h e y  w o u ld  p r e fe r  t o  a n a ly s e  a  g r e e n  
s a l t  o r  t o  p l a y  a  s ix - a - s id e  a g a i n s t  M e r is h a l l ’s  lo t .  
I n  e v e r y  in s t a n c e  a  V i r g i l  h u r t le d  t o w a r d s  h is  
h e a d . H a v i n g  d o n e  h is  d u t y  t o  h is  fr ie n d s  h e  
l e f t  t h e m  t o  p io u s  A S n e a s  a n d  t h e  s lo p e  o f  
A v e r n u s ,  w h i l s t  h e  g o t  a n o t h e r  s a l t  f r o m  t h e  
s c ie n c e  m a s t e r ,  a n d , w i t h  G u s , p o s s e s s e d  th e  
la b o r a t o r y  in  p e a c e .

C H A P T E R  X I I I .  
a c t o n ’s t r u m p  c a r d .

O n  t h e  S a t u r d a y  b e f o r e  w e  s h o u ld  g o  h o m e  
A c t o n  w a s  d u e  a t  A ld e r s h o t ,  a n d  w o u ld  r e t u r n  t h e  
s a m e  n ig h t ,  a s  t h e  f e l l o w ’s  h o p e d , w i t h  h is  la u r e ls  
t h i c k  u p o n  h im . B o u r n e  a n d  V e r c o e  w e r e  s t a y in g  
a t  s c h o o l  a  w e e k  l a t e r  t h a n  w e , f o r  t h e  r a c k e t s  
d i d  n o t  c o m e  o f f  u n t i l  o u r  h o l id a y s  h a d  c o m 
m e n c e d , T o b y  h a d  b e g g e d  fo r  t h is  a lm o s t  w i t h  
t e a r s  i n  h is  e y e s , fo r  h e  h a d  a  m o r ta l  d r e a d  o f  t h e  
r e la x i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  a  w e e k  a t  h o m e .

“ Y o u ’d  h a v e  n o  ’a n d s , M r . B o u r n e , n o  s p r in g , 
n o  e y e s , w h e n  y o u  t o e d  t h e  m a r k  a t  K e n s in g t o n . 
I ’l l  s e n d  y o u  f i t  i f  I  h a v e  y o u  h e r e .”

S o  V e r c o e  a n d  P h i l  a g r e e d  t o  s ta y .
A n d  n o w  A c t o n  d e t e r m in e d  t o  p u t  i n t o  o p e r a 

t io n  h is  lo n g - t h o u g h t - o f  s c h e m e  fo r  t h e  p a y i n g  o ff  
o f  t h e  s c o r e  a g a in s t  P h i l .  I t  w a s  s u b t le ,  a n d  
fo u n d e d  o n  a  p e r fe c t  k n o w le d g e  o f  B o u r n e ’s  c h a r 
a c te r , a n d  a  p e r fe c t  d is r e g a r d  o f  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  
t o  a n y o n e — e v e n  in c lu d i n g  h im s e lf .  A c t o n  w o u ld  
h a v e  w i l l i n g l y  m a r t y r e d  h im s e lf ,  i f  h e  c o u ld  h a v e  
in f l ic t e d  a  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  to r m e n t s  o n  B o u r n e  to o .

T h e r e  w a s  o n e  r u le  f r o m  w h ic h  D r .  M o o r e  n e v e r  
s w e r v e d  a  h a ir ’s  b r e a d t h .  C o m p a r e d  t o  t h is  p a r 
t i c u la r  l a w  t h e  s t r in g e n c y  o f  th e  O ld  G a m e  r e g u la 
t io n  f o r  T h u r s d a y  w a s  l a x  in d e e d . H e  n e v e r  h a d  
d e p a r t e d  fr o m  i t ,  a n d  h e  n e v e r  w o u ld  d e p a r t  fr o m  
i t .  ^ f  a n y  f e l lo w  to o k  i t  i n t o  h is  h e a d  t o  s lip  o u t  
o f  h is  h o u s e  a f t e r  l i g h t s  o u t  a t  te n  o n  a n y  p r e te n c e  
w h a t e v e r  h e  w a s  e x p e l le d .  T h e r e  w a s  s o m e  le g e n d  
i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h i s  s e v e r i t y ,  w h a t  e x a c t ly  
n o n e  o f  u s  r i g h t l y  k n e w , b u t  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  
t a l e  t h e  e s c a p a d e  o f  t w o  fe l lo w s  y e a r s  a g o , w h e n  
C o r k e r  w a s  n e w  to  t h e  p la c e , h a d  r e s u lt e d  in  o n e  
o f  t h e  fe l lo w s  b e in g  s h o t . T w i c e  h a d  h e  e x p e l le d  
fe l lo w s  w h i le  I  w a s  a t  s c h o o l— R e m in g t o n  a n d  C u n 
n in g h a m — a n d  I  c a n n o t  e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  o ld  m a n ’s

d e a t h l ik e  fa c e  a s  h e  t o ld  th e m  to  go. Som e fell 
b r o k e  o u t  a n d  w e r e  n o t  fo u n d  out, for CoT 
w a s n ’t  g o in g  t o  h a v e  a n y  b a r r e d  w ind ow  ^  
s o m e  p la c e s . A n y o n e  could  b r e a k  out anvn'u 
h e  l ik e d ,  b u t  h e  k n e w  w h a t  h e  m ight e iJ t jf  
h e  w e r e  c a u g h t .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  help. RefflU] “ 
h a d  b e e n  fo u n d  o u t ,  a n d  th o u g h  there had b« 
R e m in g to n s  in  t h e  s c h o o l s in c e  Anne’s reia 
C o r k e r  w a s  in e x o r a b le . H e  w a s  expelled. ^

I n  a  w o r d , A c t o n  d e te r m in e d  to  go to Loodot 
a n d  t o  t a k e  y o u n g  B o u r n e  w i t h  him , and so risk 
c e r t a in  e x p u ls io n  f o r  b o th , su p p o sin g  they wett 
d is c o v e r e d . H e  h a d - n o  in te n t io n  o f being ex
p e lle d , t h o u g h ; f o r  h e  l i k e d  th e  life at St 
A m o r y ’s, w h e r e  in c e n s e  f lo a te d  round him all 
d a y  lo n g , b u t  h e  m e a n t , w h e n  he had accom
p lish e d . t h e  r u in  o f  J a c k ,  t o  l e t  Bourne senior 
k n o w  it .  A c t o n  g lo a t e d  in  a d v a n c e  over Phifj 
a n g e r , s h a m e  a n d  c o n s te r n a t io n , and— this vas 
t h e  c r e a m  o f  t h e  j o k e — h is  u t t e r  inability to do 
a n y t h i n g  e x c e p t  k e e p  s ile n c e  a n d  chew  the bitter 
c u d  o f  h o p e le s s  r a g e  a g a i n s t  h im — the man to 
w h o m  h e  w o u ld  n o t  g i v e  t h e  fo o te r  cap. Acton 
n e v e r  t h o u g h t  o f  J a c k ’s  s h a r e  in  th e matter at 
a l l ,  a n d  y e t  h e  w a s  g e n u in e ly  fo n d  of him—all 
h e  t h o u g h t  o f  w a s  w h a t  w o u ld  b e  Philip’s hope 
le s s  ra g e .

P h i l ,  o f  c o u r s e , c o u ld  s a y  n o th in g  to Coder, 
f o r  h e  k n e w  i t  w o u ld  b e  h o p e le ss . And Ados 
k n e w  t h a t  P h i l ’s  p r id e  c o u ld  n e v e r  bear the idea 
o f  J a c k — a  B o u r n e — b e in g  e x p e lle d  from the old 
p la c e . T h e r e f o r e  h e  w o u ld  k e e p  silence. I don't 
t h i n k  I  u s e d  t h e  w r o n g  a d je c t iv e  when I said 
i t  w a s  s u b t le . T h e  o n ly  q u e s t io n  w as— conldk 
s o  m a n a g e  t h a t  J a c k  w o u ld  g o ?  A n d  Acton for 
g o o d  r e a s o n s  w a s  p r e t t y  c e r ta in  th a t  he would.

J a c k  w a s  s t a id l y  t a k i n g  a  tu r n  up  and down 
t h e  p a v e m e n t  w i t h  G r im  w h e n , on passing by 
B i f f e n ’s  h o u s e , h e  h e a r d  a  w h is t le  from one of 
t h e  w in d o w s , a n d , o n  lo o k in g  u p , he saw Ados.

“  I  w a n t  y o u , B o u r n e , fo r  f iv e  m inutes—if y® 
c a n  s p a r e  t h e m .”

“ O f  c o u r s e  h e  c a n ,”  s a id  G r im , sotlo vott 
“ A r e n ’t  y o u  a  m o n it o r ?  J a c k ,  m y  boy, Ados 
w a n t3  t o  k n ig h t  y o u — o r s o m e th in g . You’ll find 
h is  b o o t s  in  th e  b o t t o m  c u p b o a rd , i f  you 
t o  b la c k  ’e m  v e r y  m u c h . I  su p p o se, being only 
a  c o m m o n  o r  g a r d e n  fa g ,  m y  fe e lin g s  aren’t to 
b e  c o n s id e r e d  f o r  a  m o m e n t. W h en  you 
— f o r  o n c e — t a l k i n g  s e n s ib ly  fo r  a  Corker K  
y o u  a re  c a l le d  a w a y  t o ----- ”

“ C o r k  a l l  t h a t  f r iv o l ,  o ld  m an , till you J  
m e  a t  t e a ,”  s a id  J a c k ,  m o v in g  in to  B iffeu8 y

W h e n  J a c k  w a s  c o m fo r t a b ly  in sta lle d  in a duu 
A c t o n  b o lt e d  h is  d o o r , a n d , so m e w h a t to yw ? 
B o u r n e ’s  s u r p r is e , s e e m e d  r a th e r  in  a  fix ® 
t o  s t a r t  w h a t  h e  h a d  to  s a y . T h e  
t h e  d o o r  w a s  u n u s u a l ,  a n d  t h is ,  combined
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Won’s grave f a c e  a n d  
[ hesitating m anner, m a d e  

Jack a trifle uneasy. 'W h a t
ever was com ing ?

«I say, B ourne,'1 a t  la s t  
aid Ins friend, “ d o  y o u  
know anything a b o u t  b e t 
ting f

“ B e ttin g !” s a id  J a c k ,  
withavivid b lush . “ A b o u t  
as much as m ost o f  th e  
fellows know o f it. N o t  
more.”

“ Well, d o  y o u  m i n d  
reading this?”  H e  h a n d e d  
Jack a slip o f p a p er w h ic h  
contained su ch  c r y p t ic  
sentences a s  : “  G r a p e  
Shot gone w ron g, th o u g h  
he will run. P o c k e t  B o o k  
is the tip. I f  y o u ’re  o n  
Grape Shot, h ed ge  o n  b e s t  
terms you can g e t ,” e tc .

“ I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t ,” 
said Jack, “ y o u ’v e  —  i f  
this means yo u  —  y o u ’v e  
backed the w ro n g  h o rs e .”

“ Exactly,” sa id  A c t o n .
"I backed G ra p e  S h o t  fo r  
the Lincolnshire H a n d i 
cap, and he h a sn ’t  a  g h o s t  
of a chance n ow . G o n e  
wrong.”

“ I see,” said  J a c k , a b s o 
lutely s t a g g e r e d  t h a t  
Acton, a  m on itor, s h o u ld
tell him, a  fa g , t h a t  h e  w a s  b e t t i n g  o n  h o r s e  
racing.

‘ I see, y o u n g  un, th a r  y o u  s e e m  s u r p r is e d  a t  
ray little IIutter, b u t , b y  J o v e !  t h i s  w i l l  h a v e  to
e my last. H o  y o u  k n o w , B o u r n e , I ’ m  in  a n  

awful hole.”
Im  very so rry  to  h e a r  i t , ”  s a id  J a c k ,  w i t h  n o  

rad of concern.
lo u  see, if  P o c k e t  B o o k  p u l ls  t h e  h a n d ic a p  o f f  

More I ve tim e to  tr im  m y  s a i ls ,  I  lo s e  a  l o t .”  
i( Much,” said  J a c k ,  “ / o r  y o u  ? ”
H th irty  p o u n d s.”
“ |Vhew ! ” w h is t le d  B o u r n e .

but a  g00<* a ^ o w a n c e  fr o m  h o m e , B o u r n e ,  
jjjs m unr* to  s a y  t h i r t y  p o u n d s  w o u ld  c r ip p le

“ Bather, sa id  J a c k ,  w i t h  a  g a s p .

Id har C*Ul e ’ ^ 'e 'v o r s t  d 'd  c o m e  t o  th e  w o r s t  
you m ro ?  at’p ly  to  h o m e , b u t  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e , a s  

“ Their' ^ 'less’ 110 e n d  o f  a  r o w  a b o u t  i t . ”

I  CANNOT EVER  FO R G ET TH E  OLD MAN’S D E A TH LIK E  FACE AS HE TO LD  TH EM  TO GO.

• 'en you m u s t l lc d g e,”  s a id  J a c k ,  
that is it, e x a c t ly ,  I  m u s t1 e x a c t ly ,  I  m u s t  b a c k  P o c k e t  B o o k

fo r  f ir s t  p la c e . T h i s  is  a  s u r e  t i p — 1  c a n  d e p e n d  
u p o n  i t . ”

“  T h e n  s e n d  to  t h e  fe l lo w  y o u  b e t  w i t h ,  a n d  le t  
h im  p u t  y o u  o n  P o c k e t  B o o k .”

“ T h a t  is  j u s t  it , J a c k  — t h e  b o o k m a k e r  w o u ld n ’t 
t a k e  a  b e t  fr o m  m e .”

“  W h y  e v e r  n o t  1 ” s a id  J a c k ,  m y s t if ie d .
“  B e c a u s e  I ’m  a  m in o r — I ’m  u n d e r  a g e .”
“  T h e n  h o w  d o  y o u  m a n a g e  ? ”  s a id  J a c k .
“  W h y ,  I  b e t  th r o u g h  a n o t h e r  m a n .”
“  I  s e e ,”  s a id  J a c k ,  fo r  t h i s  w a s  b u t  a n o t h e r  

e d it io n  o f  h is  o w n  l i t t l e  a d v e n t u r e s .  “  A n d  t h a t  
m a n ----- ”

“  I s  B a f f le s ,”  s a id  A c t o n  q u ie t ly .
J a c k  b o u n c e d  o u t  o f  h is  c h a ir  a s  i f  h e  h a d  b e e n  

s tu n g . “  T h a t  b e a s t ! ”  h e  g a s p e d .
“ B a f f l e s ! ”  s a id  A c t o n ,  w i t h  a  s lo w  s m ile  ; “ I  

d id n ’ t  k n o w  h e  w a s  a  b e a s t .”
“  H e  is  t h e  m e a n e s t  s k u n k  a l iv e ,”  s a id  J a c k .  

H e  a d d e d  f e r v e n t ly ,  “ A c t o n ,  h a v e  n o  d e a lin g s  
w it h  t h a t  f e l lo w .  H e  is  a n  a b o m in a b le  s h a r p e r .”  

“ T h a n k s ,”  s a id  A c f o n ,  w i t h  a  s l i g h t  g r im a c e  a t
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J a c k ’s  a d v ic e .  “  B u t ,  a l l  t h e  s a m e , I  h a v e  t o  d e a l  
th r o u g h  R a ff le s .”

“  T h e n  w r i t e  t o  t h e  f e l lo w .”
“  I  d o n ’t  k n o w — I ’v e  f o r g o t t e n  h is  a d d r e s s .” 
“ W e ll ,  I ’m  h a n g e d  i f  I  u n d e r s ta n d  i t ! ”  s a id  

J a c k ,  lo s t  in  a s t o n is h m e n t . “ I f  y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  
i t ,  a n d  y o u r  b o o k m a k e r  w i l l  o n ly  b e t  t h r o u g h  
R a ff le s ,  y o u  a re  in  a  h o le — a  m a r v e l lo u s ly  d e e p  
o n e .”

“  T h e r e ’s  o n ly  o n e  w a y  o u t — fin d  R a ff le s .”
“  A n d  t h a t  y o u  c a n ’t  d o .”
“ A n d  t h a t  I  t h in k  I  c a n  d o  b y  g o in g  to  

L o n d o n .”
“ W e l l ,  w e ’re  o f f  fo r  th e  h o l id a y s  o n  T u e s d a y ,  

a n d  y o u  c a n  fin d  R a ff le s  t h e n .”
“  I  s h o u ld  b e  h o p e le s s ly  to o  la t e  i f  I  w a it e d  t i l l  

th e n . I t  w o u ld  b e  a lm o s t  r u in o u s  t o  b e  p u t  o n  t o  
P o c k e t  B o o k  in  a  d a y ’s  t im e . I  m u s t  h e d g e  t o 
n ig h t .”

“  T o - n i g h t  ? ” s a id  J a c k ,  in  a  c o m p le t e  fo g , “  a n d  
y o u  h a v e n ’t  fo u n d  R a ff le s  ! ”

“  N o , b u t  I  t h i n k  I  k n o w  w h e r e  t o  fin d  h im  
t o - n ig h t . Y o u  k n o w  th e  C o o n  is  h a v i n g  a  m a t c h  
w i t h  t h e  B a t t e r s e a  B e a u t y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  S p o r t 
i n g  C l u b ,  a n d  R a ff le s  is  p r e t t y  s u r e  t o  b e  th e r e  
a n d  I  m u s t  s e e  h im  t h e n .”

“  B u t  t h a t  m e a n s  g o in g  to  L o n d o n , A c t o n .”
' C e r t a i n ly .”
“  A n d  C o r k e r  w o u ld  e x p e l  y o u — e v e n  y o u .”
“  W i t h o u t  a  d o u b t — i f  h e  fin d s  o u t .”
“  T h e r e ’s  a  c h a n c e  t h a t  l ie  m a y .”
“ C e r t a i n ly ,  b u t  i t ’s  a  m ig h t y  s le n d e r  o n e , a n d  in  

a n y  c a s e  I  m e a n  t o — I  m ust— r is k  i t . ”
“  I ’m  a w f u l l y  s o r r y  fo r  y o u .”
“  N o w , J a c k ,  I  w a n t  y o u  t o  l i s t e n  t o  m e ,”  s a id  

A c t o n ,  v e r y  g r a v e ly ,  a n d  h is  v o ic e  s h o w e d  h is  
g e n u in e  a n x i e t y .  “  T h e  C o o n ’s  m a t c h  d o e s  n o t  
c o m m e n c e  u n t i l  e le v e n  o ’c lo c k  a t  n ig h t ,  b e c a u s e  
a n  a w f u l  l o t  o f  th e  U n i v e r s a l  S p o r t e r s  a re  a c to r s  
a n d  t h e y  c a n n o t  g e t  a w a y  b e fo r e  t h a t  t i m e  a t  
e a r l ie s t .  N o w  th e r e  a r c  t w o  e n tr a n c e s  f o r  th e  
m e m b e r s  in t o  th e  c lu b , o n e  in  P e l ic a n  S t r e e t  a n d  
t h e  o th e r  in  R id g e  S t r e e t .  R a ffle s  m u s t  e n t e r  b y  
o n e  o r  t h e  o th e r , a n d  th e r e  m u s t  b e  s o m e o n e  a t  
e a c h  d o o r w a y  t o  g i v e  h im  m y  n o te . I  c a n  t a k e  
t h e  o n e , a n d  t h e  q u e s t io n  is — w h o  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  
s e c o n d  d o o r w a y ? ”

“ N o t  I ,  A c t o n ,” s a id  J a c k  in  a  b lu e  f u n k . 
“  P le a s e , A c t o n , d o n ’ t  a s k  m e .”

“ J a c k ,  b e lie v e  m e , y o u  w e r e  t h e  l a s t  p e r s o n  1  
w a n t e d  t o  a s k . I  w o u ld  h a v e  a s k e d  W o r c e s t e r  o r  
C h a lm e r s  i f  i t  h a d  b e e n  a n y  g o o d , b u t  t h e y  w o u ld  
n o t  k n o w  R a ff le s  fr o m  A d a m . I t  is  te n  th o u s a n d  
p it ie s ,  b u t  y o u  a r e  th e  o n l y  f e l lo w  w h o  k n o w s  
R a ff le s  h e re . N o  o n e  e ls e  h a s  e v e r  s e t  e y e s  o n  
h i m .”

“  A c t o n ,  i t  m e a n s  e x p u ls io n ,”  s a id  J a c k  h o a r s e ly . 
“  C e r t a i n ly  fo r  m e  i f  I ’m  c a u g h t ,  b u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,

I ’v e  n o  id e a  o f  b e in g  c a u g h t . J a c k , I  m not go
t o  a s k  y o u  t o  c o m e  w it h  m e . I  shall think' 
w o r s e  o f  y o u  i f  y o u  s a y  y o u  w o n ’t  come, and! 
c a n n o t  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  y o u  to  force » 
a g a in s t  y o u r  o w n  w is h , b e c a u s e  I  le n t yon moJ “ 
D o n ’t  t h i n k  so  m e a n ly  o f  m e .”

“ A c t o n ,”  s a id  J a c k ,  s w e a t in g  d rops of terror 
“ i t  is e x p u ls io n  i f  w e ’re  c a u g h t .”  1

“ J a c k ,” s a id  A c t o n ,  “ h a v e  y o u  ev e r known ue 
to  fa i l  y e t  in  a n y t h i n g  I  u n d e r t a k e  ? ”

“  N o .”
“  W e l l ,  I  w ill  n o t  f a i l  h e r e . I f  y o u  like I’ll glVe 

y o u  m y  w o r d  o f  h o n o u r  w e  s h a l l  n o t be caught, and, 
i f  b y  a  m ir a c le  o f  i l l - lu c k  w e  s h o u ld  be, I  shall see 
y o u  th r o u g h . I ’ll t a k e  e v e r y  io ta  o f blame on mv 
o w n  s h o u ld e r s . Y o u ’ll  f in d  y o u r s e l f  captain of the 
s c h o o l  o n e  d a y  y e t .”

“ I f  I  w e r e  e x p e lle d , A c t o n ,” said  Jack with 
in te n s e  c o n v ic t io n , “  t h e  p a t e r  w o u ld  k ill me first, 
a n d  d ie  h im s e lf  a f t e r w a r d s  ; a n d  a s  fo r P hil— ' 

“ J a c k ,”  s a id  A c t o n ,  “ I  m u s t  see  the business 
th r o u g h  m y s e lf .  Y o u  c a n ’ t  d o  it ,  I  see. I must 
lo s e  th e  £ 3 0 .”

J a c k  g o t  u p  a n d  w a lk e d  u p  a n d  down the 
ro o m  in  a g o n y .

F o r  f iv e  m in u t e s  A c t o n  w a tc h e d  his wretched 
p r e y  t o r n  t o  p ie c e s  b y  h is  c o n flic t in g  fears—his 
s h a m e  o f  le a v i n g  A c t o n  in  t h e  lu rc h  and his dread 
o f  d is c o v e r y .

“  A c t o n ,” s a id  J a c k  a t  le n g t h ,  “  I  ca n ’t  leave you 
in  th e  lu r c h . I ’ll  g o  w it h  y o u  to  L o n d o n .” 

A c t o n  c la s p e d  J a c k ’s  h a n d  a n d  sa id , “ Jack, yen 
a r e  a  b r ic k . I  c a n  o n ly  s a y  I  th a n k  you.” He 
h a d  la n d e d  h is  fish , a s  h e  k n e w  h e  w ould. Half an 
h o u r  a f t e r w a r d s  J a c k  s a id , a lm o s t  cheerfully, for 
A c t o n  h a d  b e e n  d o in g  b i s  b e s t  to  smooth poor 
B o u r n e ’s  ru ffle d  fe a th e r s , “ B u t  h o w  are we to go 
t o  t o w n  1 ”

“  I ’v e  g o t  a  p la n ,”  s a id  A c t o n ,  “  b u t  I  must turn 
i t  o v e r  in  m y  m in d  firs t . I f  y o u ’l l  lo o k  in, young 
’u :i, a f t e r  te a , I ’l l  t e l l  y o u  h o w  w e  d o  it. I ’m going 
to  s e e  a b o u t  i t  n o w . O n c e  a g a in . J a ck , I thank 
y o u . / o u  d o  s t a n d  b y  a  f e l l o w  w h e n ’s lie’s down 
o n  h is  l u c k .”

A c t o n  a n d  J a c k  w e n t  o u t — t h e  m on ito r to make 
a r r a n g e m e n ts  fo r  t h e  e s c a p a d e , a n d  J a c k  to Gnm» 
q u a r te r s , w h e r e  h e  w a s  d u e  f o r  te a , w hich he tic 
m o lis h e d  w i t h  c o m p a r a t iv e  c h e e r fu ln e s s , for 
c o n fid e n c e  in  A c t o n  w a s  i l l im it a b le .  A fte r  he too 
t a k e n  t h e  j u m p  h e  w a s  n o t — is  n o t  n o w -  the ku» 
o f  b o y  t o  lo o k  b a c k .

A t  s i x  y o u n g  B o u r n e  l e f t  h is  fr ie n d  G r im  among 
a  w a s t e  o f  e m p t y  t e a - c u p s , p la te s , an d  jam P0̂  
a n d  w e n t  to  A c t o n ’s  ro o m . MI,

“  I ’ v e  a r r a n g e d  a l l , ”  s a id  t h a t  w o rth y . r 
s e e n  t h e  p r o p r ie to r  o f  t h e  h o te l  d o w n  at 
a n d  h e ’s  g o in g  to  h a v e  a  s m a r t  dog-cart an 
s m a r te r  h o r s e  to  d o  t h e  d o z e n  m ile s  between e
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and Charing C r o s s  r e a d y  fo r  u s  a t  n in e . H e  s a y s  
,ve shall be ra tt le d  in t o  to w n  w i t h i n  th e  h o u r. S o  
if we aren’t in t im e  to  s p o t  R a f f le s  w e  a r e  d o w n  o n  
0ur luck w ith  a  v e n g e a n c e . Y o u r  ro o m  is  o n  t h e  
ground floor, isn ’t  i t  ? ”  _

“ Y e s ’’ said  J a c k ,  “ o v e r lo o k in g  C o r k e r ’s  f lo w e r
beds.” ’

“ Well, p u ll u p  th e  w i n d o w  a f t e r  s u p p e r  a s  
quietly as yo u  ca n , a n d  s l ip  i n t o  t h e  g a r d e n . T h e n  scoot through th e  f ie ld , a n d  y o u ’l l  f in d  m e  w a i t i n g  
for you in th e  h o te l  s ta b le s . Y o u  c a n  p a s s  th e  
word to yo u r c h u m s  in  C o r k e r ’s  t h a t  y o u  a r e n ’ t  
going to be on s h o w  a f t e r  s u p p e r , a n d  t h e n  t h e y  
won’t be ro u tin g  y o u  o u t .”

“ My chum s a re  m o s t ly  in  B if f e n ’s ,”  s a id  J a c k .  
“ Grim and R o g e rs , e tc .”

“ Good om en ,” s a id  A c t o n .  “ L e a v e  y o u r  w i n 
dow so th a t y o u  c a n  e a s i ly  s h o v e  i t  u p  w h e n  y o u  
come back, a n d  le a v e  y o u r  s c h o o l  c a p  b e h in d , a n d  
bring a tw eed  in s te a d . G o t  s u c h  a n  a r t i c l e  1 ”  

“ Yes.” _
“ How’s y o u r  ro o m  l ig h t e d  ? ”
“ Oh, w e h a v e  th e  e le c tr ic .  I t  is  s w it c h e d  o f f  a t  

ten, so th a t th e  l ig h t  w i l l  n o t  g iv e  a n y  t r o u b le ,  
Acton.”

“ Well, b o lt y o u r  d o o r , to o . I t  s e e m s  a s  t h o u g h  
the fates w ere f ig h t in g  fo r  u s , e h , y o u n g  ’u n  ? ”

A t nine th a t  n ig h t  th e  t w o , a s  a g r e e d  u p o n , m e t  
at Dring in th e  h o te l s ta b le s . T h e r e  h a d  b e e n  n o  
mishaps.

The groom  w a s  b u s y  p u t t i n g  t h e  h o r s e  in to  t h e  
trap, and, w h en  J a c k  s a w  w h a t  a  r e a l l y  s m a r t  
turn-out A c to n  h a d  e n g a g e d , h is  fe a r s  b e g a n  t o  
occupy less o f h is  t h o u g h t s  a n d  t h e  p le a s u r e s  o f  a  
rattling hour’s s p in  a  j o l l y  l o t  m o re . P u n c t u a l ly  
to the m inute J a c k  c lim b e d  u p  b e s id e  t h e  d r iv e r ,  
the place of h o n o u r, a n d  A c t o n  s w u n g  h im s e lf  u p  
behind; th e  y a r d  d o o r s  w e r e  f lu n g  o p e n , a n d  t h e  
gig rattled s m a r tly  o u t . T h e  h o t e l  p r o p r ie t o r  h a d  
not chanted th e  p r a is e s  o f  h is  h o r s e  in  v a in .  O n  
the level road i t  la id  i t s e l f  o u t  t o  g o  f o r  a l l  i t  w a s  
worth.

The p le a sa n t m u s ic  o f  t h e  j i n g l i n g  h a r n e s s  
and the s c u r ry in g  o f  th e  w h e e ls  m a d e  a s  j o l l y  
a tune as J a c k  c o u ld  w is h  t o  h e a r . T h e r e  w a s  a  
touch of fro st in  th e  a ir ,  w h ic h  m a d e  t h e  q u ic k  
motion o f tire g ig  b i t e  s h r e w d ly  o n  h is  c h e e k s  a n d  
10 e b ™  b u tto n  u p  h is  o v e r c o a t  t o  t h e  c h in  a n d  
Se,t e bis cap  w e ll o v e r  h is  e a rs . A c t o n  t h r e w  o u t  
p0 / V ° 0’ l̂o m  b e h in d , w h ic h  m a d e  J a c k  fe e l  n o  
" ,  c e v e r  to  l is te n  t o  th e m , a n d  t h e  d r i v e r  n o w  

th * en re stra in e d  h is  h o r s e ’s  “ f r e s h n e s s ” w i t h  
6 soothing m e llo w  w h is t le  w h ic h  o n l y  d r iv e r s  

<: n ^ 1C fa r m h o u s e s , h a y r ic k s ,  a n d  a n  o c c a -
to th VJ f p a s t  n o w  to  t h e  r ig h t ,  n o w
leisur^ ■ v , ant* o c c a s io n a l ly  t h e y  o v e r h a u le d  a  
ta|j C  ̂ b e la te d  c y c l is t ,  w h o  a t  o n c e  b e g a n  to  

an u n im p o r ta n t  p o s it io n  in  t h e  r e a r , h is
 ̂ol. til —3j

la m p  g r o w i n g  le ss  a n d  le s s  d o w n  t h e  s t r e t c h  o f  
lo n g  w h i t e  ro a d .

S o o n  t h e  h o u s e s  b e g a n  to  c o m e  m o r e  fr e q u e n t ly *  
th e n  c a m e  t h e  s t r e e t s  w i t h  t h e ir  lo n g  a v e n u e s  o f  
y e l l o w  l i g h t s ,  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  h o u r  t h e y  w e r e  
r o l l in g  s m o o t h ly  o v e r  t h e  w o o d e n  p a v e m e n t s .

“  P i c c a d i l l y ,”  s a id  A c t o n .  “  D r o p  u s  a t  th e  to p  
o f  W h i t e h a l l ,  w i l l  y o u 1! T h e n  y o u  c a n  t a k e  th e  
t h e  h o r s e  t o  t h e  m e w s . B e  r e a d y  f o r  u s  o u t s id e  
F r a s c a t i ’ s  b y  t w e lv e .  U n d e r s t a n d  ? ”

“  Y e s ,  s ir ,  a t  F r a s c a t i ’s  b y  t w e l v e  ! I  k n o w  th e  
p la c e .”  A  m in u t e  o r  t w o  l a t e r  t h e  t w o  s w u n g  o ff  
in  T r a f a l g a r  S q u a r e , a n d *  t h e  d r i v e r  r a t t le d  a w a y  
in t o  t h e  c r o w d .

J a c k  w a s  d e lig h t e d .  “  S p if f in g  ru n , A c t o n ,  e h  ? ”
“  G l a d  y o u  l i k e d  i t ,  y o u n g  ’u n . N o w  l e t  u s  

lo c a l is e  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  S p o r t in g  C lu b .  I  k n o w  i t ’s 
a b o u t  C o v e n t  G a r d e n  s o m e w h e r e .”  T o g e t h e r  t h e y  
w e n t  u p  t h e  c r o w d e d  S t r a n d ,  J a c k  e n jo y in g  e v e r y  
m in u t e  o f  t h e  b u s t l i n g  w a lk  t o  t h e  G a r d e n  a n d  
im a g in in g  t h a t  h e  w a s  a  v e r y  m u c h  d a r in g  y o u n g  
d e s p e r a d o  t o  b e  s o  f a r  fr o m  h is  l i t t l e  w h it e  b u n k  
a t  S t .  A m o r y ’s . H e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  u s u a l ly  fa s t  
a s le e p  b y  t h i s  t im e .

T h e  U n i v e r s a l  S p o r t i n g  C l u b  w a s  n o t  a  d if f ic u lt  
p la c e  t o  f in d , a n d  t h o u g h  a l l  i t s  w in d o w s  w e r e  
l ig h t e d  u p , u p o n  i t s  f a s t  s h u t  d o o r s  w e r e  t w o  l i t t l e  
n o t ic e s  : “ T h i s  d o o r  w i l l  b e  o p e n  a t  1 1  p .m . N o n e  
b u t  m e m b e r s  a n d  f r ie n d s  a d m it t e d .”

“ W e l l , ” s a id  A c t o n ,  “ W e ’ v e  g o t  a b o u t  t w e n t y  
m in u t e s  b e f o r e  th e r e ’s  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  n e e d  to  b e g in  
o u r  w a t c h  f o r  R a ffle s , b u t  s o m e  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  
a r e  h a n g in g  r o u n d  n o w . T h e  e a r ly  b ir d s  g e t  th e  
b e s t  p e r c h  f o r  t h e  s h o w . - O n  th e  w h o le , p e r h a p s  
y o u ’d  b e t t e r  p r o w l a b o u t  t h is  d o o r  n o w , w h i l s t  I  
g o  r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r  a n d  s e e  i f  I  c a n  r u n  o u r  f o x  
t o  h is  e a r t h .”

“ A l l  s e r e n e ,”  s a id  J a c k ,  “ I ’l l  m a r k  t im e  o u t  h e re  
t i l l  I  s e e  y o u .”

A c t o n  w a l k e d  r o u n d  t h e  c o rn e r , a n d  J a c k  p e r 
a m b u la t e d  a b o u t , p e e r in g  in t o  t h e  fa c e s  o f  th e  
id le r s  t o  s e e  i f  h e  c o u ld  s p o t  t h e  w e l l- k n o w n  a n d  
m u c h  d e t e s t e d  fa c e  o f  R a ffle s . H e  h a d  ( o f  c o u r s e )  
n o  lu c k .

F i v e  m in u t e s  a f t e r w a r d s  A c t o n  c a m e  b a c k  
s m i l i n g :  “ A lm o s t  f i r s t  fe l lo w  I  ra n  a g a i n s t  w a s  
R a ff le s , a n d  I ’v e  g iv e n  h im  h is  in s tr u c t io n s . H e ’ ll  
h e d g e  fo r  m e  w it h  t h e  b o o k ie  w it h in  f iv e  m in u t e s .”

“ S o  y o u ’re  q u it e  s a f e  n o w , A c t o n ? ”  s a id  J a c k ,  
b e a m in g .

“ O h , q u it e ,”  s a id  A c t o n ,  la u g h in g .  “ N o w , 
J a c k ,  y o u ’v e  b e e n  n o  e n d  b r ic k is h ,  a n d  I ’m  g o in g  
t o  t r e a t  y o u . E v e r  s e e n  a  b a l le t  1”

“  N o .”
“  W e l l ,  y o u  s h a l l .”
A  h a n s o m  f l i t t e d  s lo w l y  u p  t o  th e m , a n d  A c t o n  

h a i le d  it .  “  I n  y o u  g e t .  J a c k .  K in g d o m  ! ”  s a id  
A c t o n  t o  t h e  c a b b y .  T h e y  g l id e d  n o is e le s s ly
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. HK PUSHED UP THE WINDOW AND CRAWLED THROUGH.

th r o u g h  th e  l ig h t e d  s t r e e t s ,  a n d  in  a  m lnU tfe O f SO 
w e r e  b e fo r e  t h e  “  K in g d o m  T h e a t r e / ’ T h e  t w o  
h u r r ie d  u p  t h e  s te p s , a n d  A c t o n  a s k e d  a n  a t t e n d a n t  
i f  t h e  b a l l e t  w e r e  r u n g  u p  y e t .

“ N o , s ir . T w o  s t a l ls ,  s ir  ? C e r t a i n ly .  T w e l v e  
a n d  t h ir t e e n  a r e  v a c a n t .”

J a c k  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  a  b a l le t  b e fo r e ,  a n d  w h e n  
t h e  g o r g e o u s  b a l le t  “ K a t r i n a ”  s l o w l y  p a s s e d  b e 
fo r e  h is  e y e s , a n d  h e  fo l lo w e d  t h e  s im p le  s t o r y  
w h ic h  w a s  a lm o s t  in t e r p r e t e d  b y  t h e  l o v e l y  m u s ic , 
w h e n  e v e r y  fr e s h  s c e n e  s e e m e d  l o v e l i e r  t h a n  a l l  
t h e  r e s t , a n d  fa i r y la n d  w a s  r e a l is e d  b e fo r e  h is  
e y e s ,  h is  fa c e  b e a m e d  w i t h  p le a s u r e .

“  T h is  is r ip p in g ,  A c t o n .  I s n ’ t  K a t r i n a  l o v e l y ?

J o v e  ! I ’d  h u n t  fo r  Hafiles evm 
b le s s e d  n ig h t  i f  th e r e  w as a  ‘ King, 
d o m  ’ t o  f in is h  u p  w it h  ! ”

H i s  e n t h u s ia s m  a m u se d  Acton 
“ I t  i s  v e r y  p r e t t y ,  Jack, ccr. 

t a i n l y .”
F o r  n e a r ly  a n  h o u r  did  Jack sit 

e n tr a n c e d , a n d  w h e n  th e  orchestra 
c r a s h e d  o u t  t h e  la s t  flood s of melody 
in  t h z fin ale, a n d  w h e n  most of the 
a u d ie n c e  r o s e  t o  g o ,  h e  trotted out 
w i t h  A c t o n  in  a  d re a m .

“ W e ’l l  h a v e  a  l i t t le  supper at 
F r a s c a t i ’s , y o u n g  -’un , a n d  then 
h o m e .”

F r a s c a t i ’s  c o m p le te d  the enchant
m e n t  o f  B o u r n e .  T h e  beauty oi 
t h e  s u p p e r  - ro o m , th e  glitter of 
s n o w y  lin e n , o f  m irro rs , and the 
i n v i t i n g  c r a s h  o f  k n iv e s , and the 
c l in k  o f  g la s s e s ,  th e  busy orderli 
n e s s  o f  t h e  w a ite r s , th e  laughter, 
c h a t t e r  o f  t h e  v is ito r s , the sceDts, 
t h e  s ig h t s  a n d  s o u n d s  fascinated 
h im . A c t o n  o r d e r e d  a  modest little 
s u p p e r , a n d  w h e n  J a c k  had finally 
p u s h e d  a w a y  h is  p la t e  Acton paid 
t h e  b i l l ,  a n d  w e n t  o u t to  find the 
d r iv e r .  H e  w a s  th e re , the horse al
m o s t  w a l t z i n g  w i t h  impatience to 
b e  o ff. T h e  t w o  s w u n g  themselves 
u p , a n d  in  a n o th e r  minute they 
w e r e  w h i r l i n g  a lo n g  back to St 
A m o r y ’s.

T h e  S t .  A m o r y ’s  c lo ck  could he 
h e a r d  s t r i k i n g  t h e  h a lf  hour after 
o n e  w h e n  J a c k  a n d  A cton parted 
a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  C o r k e r ’s garden.

“ J a c k ,”  s a i d  A c t o n ,  “ good
n i g h t  ! a n d  y o u  n e e d  not trouble 
a b o u t  t h e  £ 7 . Y o u ’ve done 

m o r e  fo r  m e  t h a n  t h a t ,  a n d  I  s h a l l  n o t forget it.
J a c k ,  a lm o s t  w e e p in g  w i t h  g ra titu d e, saidj 

“ G o o d - n ig h t ,  A c t o n ! ” in  a  f e r v e n t  whisper, and 
s c u t t le d  o v e r  C o r k e r ’s  f lo w e r  b e d s . He pushed 
u p  h is  w in d o w , a n d  c r a w le d  th r o u g h , and, see
i n g  t h a t  a l l  w a s  a s  h e  h a d  l e f t  i t  a fter suppet 
h e  u n d r e s s e d  a n d  j u m p e d  in to  b e d , and in a tew 
m in u t e s  s le p t  t h e  s le e p  o f  t h e  j u s t .

A c t o n  h a d  m a n a g e d  h is  re -e n tra n c e  just as 
s u c c e s s f u l ly — d id  h e  e v e r  f a i l  ?— a n d  the thou? 
o f  B o u r n e ’s  h o p e le s s  r a g e ,  w h e n  h e  should a 
o u t  a b o u t  J a c k ’s  e s c a p a d e , m a d e  him  sleeP 
s le e p  o f  t h e  h a p p y  m a n . H e  w a s  made 
w a y .

r
{To be continued.)



OU T of s ig h t a n d  o u t  o f  m i n d ” is  a n  o ld  
saying th a t  h a s  a  d e a l  o f  t r u t h  in  it. 
P a rticu la r ly  s o  is  t h is  t h e  c a s e  o f  th e  

ravelling pu b lic  a n d  r a i lw a y  s ig n a lm e n .  W e  s e e  
he cabins b y  th e  s id e  o f  th e  l in e ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  
irain that is ev e r o n  th e  a le r t  in s id e , a n d  th e  
inly evidence to  th e  p u b l ic  o f  th e  s ig n a lm a n ’s 
sistence is th e ra is in g  a n d  l o w e r i n g  o f  t h e  s ig n a l  

as the tra in s  g o  t h u n d e r i n g  p a s t ,  o r , b y
t, the red a n il g r e e n  l i g h t s  t h a t  d e c o r a t e  th e

me.

Pew sights on th e  r a i lw a y  a r e  m o r e  fa s c i n a t i n g  
an a night v ie w  o f  t h e  s ig n a ls  o u t s id e  s o m e  

iu'}‘ station. I t  se e m s  a lm o s t  in c r e d ib le  t h a t  t h e  
Jiige signal-box d o s e  b y 5 w it h  i t s  g le a m in g  r o w s  
■ ontev,er®’ aiK* c ve r - t in k l in g  e le c t r i c  b e lls ,  t h a t  
tre r°  ̂ ba!*k S re e n  a n d  r e d  l ig h t s ,  w h ic h  
„ e ^ erC ■ ®'n°  r̂o m  o n e  c o lo u r  to  t h e  o t h e r  in  
n id °SC? ^ C . fo sh io n , s h o u ld  h e  th e  o u t c o m e  o f  

eao an in g e n io u s — s o m e  p e o p le  s a id  “ l a z y ’' 
w atch m an .

a b v C° U,'sc>’ w a s  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o , in  t h e  
iallin fi a'a îe iailway, w h e n  w h a t  s ig -  
Hivej li»t,ere w as w a s  d o n e  b y  p o lic e m e n  w lio  

e >ed an d  g r e e n  fla g s  b y  d a y ,  a n d  l i t t l e

r e d  a n d  g r e e n  la m p s  b y  n i g h t ,  t o  l e t  t h e  t r a in s  g o  
b y . T h i s  m a n , h o w e v e r ,  h a d  c h a r g e  o f  a  r a t h e r  
m o r e  e la b o r a t e  s ig n a l  t h a n  th is . I t  c o n s is te d  o f  a  
s o r t  o f  f la t  d is c , w h ic h  w a s  m o u n t e d  o n  t h e  e n d  o f  
a  lo n g  p o le , a n d  w a s  “ t u r n e d ” to  l e t  a  t r a i n  g o  b y .  
N o w  t h is  m a n  fo u n d  i t  w a s  v e r y  u n p le a s a n t  in  
b a d  w e a t h e r  to  b e  c o n t i n u a l ly  s t e p p in g  o u t  fr o m  
t h e  s h e lt e r  o f  h is  h u t  in  o r d e r  to  w o r k  h is  s ig n a l ,  
a n d , in  o r d e r  t o  s a v e  h i m s e lf  fr o m  it ,  h e  i n v e n t e d  
a  l i t t l e  m e c h a n is m , w o r k e d  b y  m e a n s  o f  s o m e  
p ie c e s  o f  w i r e  a n d  s tr in g , w h e r e b y  h e  c o u ld  p e r 
fo r m  h is  s ig n a l l in g  d u t ie s  w i t h o u t  le a v i n g  h is  h u t . 
I t  is , p e r h a p s , a  l i t t l e  u n c e r t a in  w h e t h e r  t h is  m a n  
d id  a c t u a l l y  s e t  th e  e x a m p le  o f  w o r k in g  a  n u m b e r  
o f  s ig n a ls  fr o m  o n e  b o x  s it u a t e d  s o m e  d is ta n c e  
a w a y , o r  w h e t h e r  i t  w a s  t h o u g h t  o u t  in d e p e n d e n t ly  ; 
b u t ,  a t  a n y  r a te , t h is  s t o r y  is  in t e r e s t in g  a s  i l lu s 
t r a t in g  h o w  n e c e s s ity  is  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  in v e n t io n , 
a n d  fro m  w h a t  l i t t l e  b e g in n in g s  g r e a t  t h in g s  o f te n  
s p r in g .

I t  is  r e a l ly  s u r p r is in g  w h a t  v e r y  v a g u e  id e a s  
m o s t  p e o p le  h a v e  a b o u t, t h e  m e a n in g s  o f  th e  
r a i l w a y  s ig n a ls  t h e y  s e e  b y  t h e  s c o r e  e v e r y  t im e  
t h e y  g o  o n  a  r a i l w a y  j o u r n e y .  O f  c o u r s e , th e  
in t r ic a c ie s  o f  m o d e rn  r a i l w a y  s ig n a l l i n g  a r e  s o
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v a r ie d  a n d  c o m p lic a t e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  t a k e  a  
w h o le  v o lu m e  o f  The C aptain to  d e a l  w i t h  
th e m  a t  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  a d e q u a t e  le n g t h ,  a n d , o f  
c o u r s e , m a n y  t r e a t is e s  lo n g e r  o v e n  th a n  t h a t  h a v e  
b e e n  p u b l is h e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s . T h e  s ig n a l l in g  
a t  e v e r y  b i g  j u n c t i o n  a n d  im p o r t a n t  r a i l 
w a y  s t a t i o n  is  m a n a g e d  o n  a  s p e c ia l ly  
d r a w n  u p  s y s t e m , a n d  th o u g h , o f  c o u r s e , 
in  g e n e r a l  p r in c ip le s  t h e  s ig n a l l i n g  a t  
d i f fe r e n t  s t a t io n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  
is  t h e  s a m e , y e t ,  a s  y o u  w i l l  r e a d i ly  
u n d e r s t a n d , e a c h  o n e  h a s  lo c a l  c o n s id e r a 
t io n s  w h i c h  h a v e  t o  b e  b o r n e  in  m in d , 
q u it e  d i f fe r e n t  fr o m  th o s e  to  b e  fo u n d  a t  
a n y  o t h e r  s ta t io n . B u t ,  a s  M r . A c k w o r t h

t r a in  m ig h t  b r e a k  d o w n  h a lf- w a y  between t 1 
s ig n a ls ,  b u t  n e v e r th e le s s , s o  soo n  as the 
s p a c e  o f  t im e  h a d  e la p s e d , th e  sig n a l which a 
t r a in  h a d  j u s t  p a s s e d  w o u ld  b e lowered and 
a n o th e r  t r a in  a l lo w e d  t o  p a ss. I f  no ot̂

T H E  PAST AND—

Photograph by F. Moore,
—  T H E  PRESENT.

t r u ly  r e m a r k s  in  h is  w o r k , “ T h e  R a i lw a y s  o f 
E n g l a n d ,” “  to  c o m m e n c e  th e  s t u d y  o f  th e  b lo c k  
s y s t e m  o f  s ig n a l l i n g  a t  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c o m p li
c a te d  j u n c t io n s  in  e x is t e n c e  is  a s  a b s u r d  a s  th o u g h  
a  t y r o  in  p ia n o fo r t e  p l a y i n g  w e r e  t o  a t t e m p t  to  
m a s te r  a  c o n c e r to  o f  B e e t h o v e n ’s . T h e  p r o p e r  
p la c e  t o  b e g in  t h e  s t u d y  o f  o n r  E n g l is h  b lo c k  
s y s t e m  is  a  r o a d s id e  c a b in , w i t h  te n  o r  a  d o z e n  
le v e r s .”

T h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  fo r  s ig n a l l i n g  in  g e n e r a l  u se  
b e fo r e  t h e  i n t r o d u c t io n  o f  t h e  b l o c k  s y s te m  w e r e  
v e r y  s im p le . T h e r e  w e r e  s ig n a l- p o s ts  a n d  s e m a 
p h o r e  s ig n a ls  j u s t  a s  w e  h a v e  th e m  n o w , b u t  w ith  
t h is  d if fe r e n c e  : A f t e r  a  t r a in  h a d  p a s s e d  a  c e r ta in  
s ig n a l  i t  w o u ld  b e  im m e d ia t e ly  r a is e d  t o  d a n g e r . 
T h e n , a f t e r  fo u r  o r  f iv e  m in u t e s , a c c o r d in g  t o  r u le s  
o f  t h e  l in e , i t  w o u ld  b e  lo w e r e d  h a l f - w a y  d o w n , 
m e a n in g  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  t r a in  c o u ld  p r o c e e d  o n  i t s  
w a y  “  w i t h  c a u t io n .”  I f  n o  t r a in  c a m e  a lo n g  fo r  
a n o t h e r  t e n  m in u t e s  o r  so , t h e  s ig n a l  w o u ld  b e  le t  
r ig h t  d o w n , m e a n in g  t h a t  t h e  l i n e  w a s  c le a r , a t  
a n y  r a t e ,  u p  t o  t h e  n e x t  s ig n a l .  T h i s  s o u n d s  a  
v e r y  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  a n d  s im p le  a r r a n g e m e n t , b u t , 
u n f o r t u n a t e ly ,  i t  w a s  v e r y  f a r  fr o m  p e r fe c t .  A

b a c k  a lo n g  t h e  l in e  to  w arn the driver 
o f  t h e  f o l lo w in g  tr a in  o f his danger, 
th e r e  w a s  n o t h in g  e x c e p t his "look
a h e a d ”  t o  a v e r t  a  serious collision. 
I t  is  n o t  s u r p r is in g  th a t  this defect 
in  t h e  o ld - fa s h io n e d  system  was the 
c a u s e  o f  m a n y  s e r io u s  accidents. Bit 
t h e  “  b lo c k  s y s te m  ” h as happily de
c r e a s e d  t h e  c h a iic e  o f  su ch  occurrences 

t o  a  m in im u m . S u p p o s e  a  tr a in  passes a sij 
w h ic h  w e  w i l l  c a l l  “  B .”  S o  soo n  as the train 
g o n e  b y ,  “  B  ”  is  r a is e d  t o  d a n g e r  ju s t  as it was in 
th e  o ld  s y s te m , b u t ,  a n d  h e re  is  where the dif
fe r e n c e  c o m e s  in , i t  is  not  lo w e r e d  u n til the signal

m an controlling

FIG. 1.— SMALL SIGNAL USED FOR 
SIDINGS.

i t  hears fit® 
th e  next signal
m an that tie 
train  has safely 
passed the next 
signal,which** 
w i l l  christen
« C .” buteTe”
then  the “ 8 
s i g n a l  is ncl 
necessarily lo*' 
e r e d - n o t ,  » 
fa ct, until tk

s ig n a lm a n  c o n t r o l l in g  i t  r e c e iv e s  a  me; 
te le g r a p h  t e l l in g  h im  o f  a n  approaching 
T h is ,  t h e n , in  m e r e s t  o u t l in e , is  our P 
“ b l o c k ”  s y s t e m  o f  r a i l w a y  sig n a llin g - ^  

I f  y o u  a re  o b s e r v a n t  y o u  m a y  h a v e  notic
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th e r e  a r e  t w o  d is t in c t  
t y p e s  o f  s e m a p h o r e  
s ig n a ls  o n  a l l  r a i lw a y s .  
O n e  h a s  s q u a r e  e n d s , 
a s  t h e  u p p e r  s ig n a l  in  
F i g .  3 , a n d  t h e  o th e r  
e n d s  in  a  s w a l lo w - t a i l ,  
l i k e  t h e  lo w e r  o n e . 
T h e  fo r m e r  a re  e i t h e r  
“ h o m e ”  o r  “ s t a r t i n g ” 
s ig n a ls ,  a n d  t h e  la t t e r  
“ d i s t a n t ”  s i g n a l s .  
G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k in g , 
o n e  m a y  s a y  t h a t  th e  
“ d i s t a n t ”  s ig n a ls  a c t  
a s  a u x i l i a r i e s  to  t h e  
o th e r s . I f  o n e  o f  th e s e  
i s  lo w e r e d  (o r  “  o ff,”  a s  
t h e  r a i lw a y m e n  s a y ) , a  
d r i v e r  k n o w s  t h a t  t h e  
n e x t  “  h o m e  ” s ig n a l  
w i l l  p r o b a b ly  b e  “ o f f ’’ 
to o , t h o u g h  d r iv e r s  a re  
a l w a y s  w a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  

“ home” sig n a l m a y  p o s s ib ly  b e  r a is e d  b e fo r e  t h e y  
reach it, even  i f  t h e  “ d i s t a n t ”  s ig n a l  w a s  “ o ff .”  
And more th a n  o n c e  a c c id e n t s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  
through d riv e rs  n e v e r  t r o u b l in g  to  lo o k  a t  t h e  
“ home" sig n al, a f te r  p a s s in g  t h e  “  d i s t a n t  ” o n e.

The sign al-p o st i l lu s t r a t e d  in  
Fig. 3 is a  ty p e  in  v e r y  g e n e r a l  
use. The to p  s e m a p h o re , a s  
you see, is an o r d in a r y  “ h o m e ” 
sip al, w hich, i f  lo w e r e d , s ig n i 
fies that th e lin e  is  c le a r  so  f a r  
us the n e x t “ h o m e ”  s ig n a l .
But as the a d v e n t  o f  a  t r a in  is  
heralded a lo n g  t h e  t e le g r a p h  
w e  front o n e  s ig n a l c a b in  t o  
another som e m in u te s  in  a d 
vance of th e  tr a in , i t  is  te n -  
chances to  o n e  t h a t  th e  l in e  
will be clear fo r  so m e  d is t a n c e  
ahead,and th a t th e  n e x t  “ h o m e ” 
signal will a lso  be lo w e r e d . N o w  i f  a  d r iv e r  
'now sthat in a ll p r o b a b i l i t y  t h e  n e x t  t w o  
sections o f th e l in e  a r e  c le a r ,  i t  n a t u r a l ly  
sav®s ^’ni m u c h  a n x i e t y ,  a n d  g iv e s  h im  
a chance, if th e  t r a c k  is  a  g o o d  o n e , t o  d o  
1 [t  of sm art ru n n in g . T h a t  is  w h y  a  d r iv e r  
J*80 rejoiced w h en  h e  se e s  b o t h  t h e  s ig n a ls  

ffered on a  w a y s id e  s ig n a l  s u c h  a s  is  i l lu s 
trated in F ig . 3.

Many peop le h a v e  a n  id e a  t h a t  i f  t h e  w ir e  
0 am w h ich  c o n n e c ts  t h e  s ig n a ls  w i t h  

'vould8nal b° X sk ° u l d  b r e a k ,  t h e  s ig n a l 
tWi . a^ .° nce fa ll  t o  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o s it io n  

81gm fies “ lin e  c le a r .”  A s  a  m a t t e r  o f

i

FIG. 3.— “ H O M E " a n d

“ d i s t a n t ” s ig n a l s  o n

SAME POST.

fa c t ,  h o w e v e r , t h is  n o tio n  is  
q u it e  w r o n g , a s  n o w a d a y s  
p r a c t i c a l ly  a l l  s ig n a ls  a r e  so  
d e s ig n e d  t h a t  in  th e  e v e n t  
o f  s u c h  a n  o c c u r r e n c e  t h e y  
w o u ld  s t i l l  k e e p  a t  d a n g e r , 
w h ic h  is  t h e i r  n o r m a l p o s i
t io n .  T h e  b a la n c in g  o f  a  
m o d e r n  s ig n a l  is  s o  a r r a n g e d  
t h a t  i t  h a s  t o  b e  p u l le d  to  
b e  lo w e r e d .

Q u i t e  a  lo n g  b o o k  m ig h t  
b e  w r i t t e n  o n  th e  c r im e s  o f  
th e  la s t  f i f t y  y e a r s  o r  s o  in  
w h ic h  o u r  r a i lw a y s  h a v e  
p la y e d  a  p r o m in e n t  p a r t ,  
e i t h e r  a s  f a c t o r s  to w a r d s  
t h e  c a p t u r e  o f  t h e  c r im in a ls ,  
o r  i n  a id in g  t h e m  to  m a k e  
g o o d  t h e ir  e s c a p e . B u t  
t h o u g h  a t  f ir s t  s ig h t  i t  m a y  
s e e m  r a t h e r  a  f a r  m y  fr o m  
t h e  s u b je c t  o f  c r im e  o n  t h e  
r a i lw a y  to  t h a t  o f  s ig n a l l in g ,  
y e t  t h e r e  is  a t  l e a s t  o n e  
o c c a s io n  o n  r e c o r d  in  w h ic h  t h e  s ig n a l- b o x  a n d  
t e le g r a p h  w ir e  w e r e  t h e  m e a n s  o f  b r in g in g  a  
m u r d e r e r  t o  b o o k . T h e  s ig n a l- b o x  in  q u e s t io n  
w a s  t h e  o ld  o n e  a t  S lo u g h  o n  t h e  G r e a t  W e s te r n  

R a i lw a y ,  e r e c t e d  in  1 8 4 4 . I n  
th e  f o l lo w in g  y e a r  a  t e r r ib le  
m u r d e r  w a s  c o m m it te d  a t  S a lt -  
h i l l  b y  a  m a n  n a m e d  T a w e l l ,  
w h o  e s c a p e d  to  L o n d o n  b y  
t r a in .

A s  h e  s a t  in  th e  t r a in ,  s p e e d 
in g  i t s  w a y  to w a r d s  P a d d in g to n , 
p r o b a b ly  b r o o d i n g  o v e r  h i s  
g h a s t l y  c r im e , a n d  i m a g in in g  
h o w  l u c k y  h e  w a s  in  so  e a s i ly  
g e t t i n g  a w a y ,  l i t t l e  d id  th e  
m u r d e r e r  t h i n k  t h a t  th e  s t o r y  
o f  h is  d e e d  w a s  b e in g  fla s h e d  
a lo n g  t h e  t e le g r a p h  b y  th e  

s ig n a lm a n  a t  S lo u g h . S u c h  w a s  th e  
c a s e , h o w e v e r , a n d  so  a b ly  d id  s c ie n c o  
a id  j u s t i c e  t h a t  t h e  m u r d e r e r  w a s  
a r r e s te d  a lm o s t  im m e d ia t e ly  a f t e r  
a l ig h t i n g  fr o m  t h e  t r a in  a t  P a d d in g 
to n . H e  w a s  s o o n  a f t e r w a r d s  t r ie d  
a n d  h u n g . S i r  F r a n c i s  H e a d  r e la te s  
h o w , s o m e  f e w  m o n th s  a f t e r  t h is  in 
c id e n t  t o o k  p la c e , h e  w a s  t r a v e l l in g  
fr o m  L o n d o n  in  a  G r e a t  W e s t e r n  
e x p r e s s . “  N o t  a  w o r d  h a d  b e e n  
s p o k e n  s in c e  t h e  t r a in  l e f t  L o n d o n , 
b u t  a s  w e  n e a r e d  S lo u g h  s ta t io n  a  
s h o r t  - b o d i e d ^ h o r t  - n e c k e d , s h o r t-

FIG . 4.— TVPICAI, JUNO- 
TION SIGNALS.
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n o s e d , b u t  e x c e e d i n g ly  r e s p e c t a b le - lo o k in g  m a n  
in  th e  c o r n e r , f ix in g  h is  e y e s  o n  t h e  a p p a r e n t ly

f le e t in g  w ir e s , n o d d e d  to  
u s  a s  h e  m u t t e r e d  a lo u d  : 
“  T h e m ’s  t h e  w ir e s  t h a t  
h u n g  J o h n  T a w e l l . ”

N o w , a  w o r d  o r  t w o  
a b o u t  o u r  i l lu s t r a t io n s .  
T h e  t w o  p h o to g r a p h s  o n  
p a g e  3 2 0  i l lu s t r a t e  f i f t y  
y e a r s  p r o g r e s s  in  r a i lw a y  
s ig n a l l in g .  I n  t h e  u p p e r  
o n e  w e  s e e  a n  o ld - f a s h 
io n e d  “ d i s c ”  s ig n a l ,  a n d  
in  t h e  o th e r , s o m e  s e m a 
p h o r e  s ig n a ls  s u c h  a s  a r e  
n o w  in  g e n e r a l  u s e  in  t h i s

p la y . P r a c t i c a l ly  a ll t h e  s ig n a ls  a r e  w o rk ed  tlirourfi 
t h e  “ A ” b o x  h e r e  i l lu s t r a t e d .  T h e  signalniau 
e m p lo y e d  th e r e in  c a n  e a s i ly  d e a l  w ith  forty-five 
t r a in s  p e r  h o u r  a n d  t h e  2 3 G le v e r s  comprise no 
le s s  t h a n  1 8 , 0 0 0  “  l e v e r  m o t io n s .”

O n  b r a n c h  l in e s  o f  r a i lw a y ,  h a v in g  o n ly  a single 
t r a c k ,  s o m e  v e r y  c u r io u s  s y s t e m s  o f  signalling are 
s o m e t im e s  e m p lo y e d . T h o s e  m o s t  up-to-date use 
w h a t  is  k n o w n  a s  t h e  “ e le c t r ic  t a b l e t ” system 
b u t  m a n y  s t i l l  u s e  t h e  o ld - fa s h io n e d  “ s ta ff”  system' 
A s  a n  e x a m p le  l e t  u s  s u p p o s e  th e r e  is  o n ly  a single 
l in e  b e t w e e n  “ A ”  a n d  “  B .”  I t  is  obvious that 
o n ly  o n e  t r a in  s h o u ld  b e  o n  t h i s  p o rtio n  of the 
l i n e  a t  th e  s a m e  t i m e ; a n d  n o  d r iv e r  is allowed 
t o  s t a r t  a w a y  fr o m  e i t h e r  “  A  ” o r “  B  ”  without 
h e  h a s  in  h is  p o s s e s s io n  a  c e r ta in  m etal tablet, 
k n o w n  a s  a  “ s t a f f ,”  w h ic h  is  t h e  recognised key

Photograph by R. i*. McLaren*
A TYP ICAL WAYSIDE SIGNAL CABIN.

H EIG H T FROM T H E  GROUND, 
A REPEAT— OR D U P L IC A T E - 
SIGNAL IS PLACED LOW En 
DOWN ON T H E  POST IN CA9B 

OF F3G.

c o u n try '. O n  t h is  p a g e  
is  a  p h o t o  o f  a  t y p ic a l  
w a y s id e  s ig n a l  c a b in , a n d  
o n  p a g e  3 2 3  a  v i e w  o f  
t h e  i n t e r io r  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  
l a r g e s t  s ig n a l  b o x e s  in  
t h e  w o r ld . I t  is  s i t u a t e d  
j u s t  o u t s id e  W a t e r lo o  
S t a t i o n ,  L o n d o n , a n d  a ll  
w h o  a r e  a c q u a in t e d  w i t h  
t h is  b u s y  r a i l w a y  t e r 
m in u s  w i l l  r e a l is e  t h a t  
t h e  t a s k  o f  s a f e ly  w o r k 
i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  
s t r e a m  o f  t r a in s  t h a t  d a i l y  
a r r iv e  a n d  s t a r t  f r o m  
W a t e r lo o  c a n  b e  n o  c h i ld ’s

t o  t l i is  s e c t io n  o f  l in e . A s  th e re  is  only one 
“ s ta ff ,"  i t  n a t u r a l l y  f o l lo w s  t h a t  n o t more than 
o n e  t r a in  c a n  b e  o n  t h e  l in e  a t  th e  sam e time.

A p a r t  fr o m  t h e  a c t u a l  w o r k in g  o f th e signs s. 
o n e  o f  t h e  s ig n a lm a n ’s  m o s t  im p o rtan t d u tie s11 
t h e  k e e p in g  o f  h is  “  lo g - b o o k ,”  o r jo u rn a l. T a 
a l w a y s  l ie s  o p e n  o n  a  l i t t l e  d e s k  in  th e  corner o 
t h e  c a b in , a n d  in  i t  h e  e n t e r s  th e  e x a c t time a 
w h ic h  e a c h  t r a in  p a s s e s  h is  b o x ,  w it h  a n y  rem&r’’ 
t h a t  h e  m a y  d e e m  n e c e s s a r y . T h u s , in  these w®' 
r e c o r d s  a r e  k e p t  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  w o r k in g s  of a* 
t r a in s  o n  t h e  l in e , a n d  a r e  u s e fu l  to  the 
w h o  d r a w  u p  t h e  w o r k in g  tim e -ta b le s , an ® 
m a n y  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s . T o  t h e  a v e r a g e  traT® 
t h e  o r d in a r y  r a i l w a y  t im e - t a b le  is  o fte n  a 
p u z z l in g  o n e , b u t  c o m p a r e d  w it h  w h a t  is ‘ n 
a s  t h e  “ w o r k in g  t im e - t a b le ,”  w h ic h  is drawn
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l or

n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  “  r o u te  
s h o w in g  t h e  p o s it io n  o f

. U=c o f d r iv e rs , g u a r d s ,  s ig n a lm e n , a n d  
other o f f i c i i  it is th e  v e r y  e s s e n c e  o f  s im p lic i t y .
T forking tim e -ta b le  is  a  s o r t  o f  vaile m ecum  to r  1waymen°aiHl c o n ta in s , a m o n g s t  o th e r  in fo r m a -  

p a rticu la rs  a b o u t  t h e  s y s te m s  o f  w o r k -  
■ '» important ju n c t io n s  a n d  s t a t io n s ,  r e g u la t io n s  
fonvorkins s ig n a l-b o x e s , l i s t s  o f  le a d i n g  s t a t i o n s '  
and signal cabins, a  c a t a lo g u e  o f  d i f fe r e n t  s o r ts  o f  
jpffjue whistles, to  s a y  
indicators/; w ith  p la n s  
ŝignals at ju n c 
tions and other 
busy parts o f 
the line, B u t 
besides all th is  
useful inform a
tion the tim e
tables t h e m 
selves are m uch 
more elaborate 
than those is- 
ued to  t h e  

public, and co n 
tain not o n ly  
the tim e s  a t  
which the train s 
are due to de- 
lart from th e  
s t a t i o n s  a t  
which they sto p  
for passengers, 
but a lso  t e l l  
whentheyought

J to pass through w a y s id e  s t a t io n s  a t  w in c h  t h e y  d o  
■  not pull up ; so as to  h e lp  d r iv e r s  a n d  s ig n a lm e n  
I  to keep a proper c h e c k  o n  t h e  w o r k in g  o f  t h e
I trains.

If you are o b se rv a n t, y o u  m a y  h a v e  n o t ic e d  t h a t  
jail engines c a rry  o n e  o r  m o re  la m p s  i n  f r o n t  b y  
jnight and co lo u red  d is c s  b y  d a y ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  
j arc not arranged in  th e  s a m e  m a n n e r  o n  a l l  t r a in s . 
I These are n o t p u t th e r e  m e r e ly  f o r  o r n a m e n ta t io n , 
I it  are what a re  k n o w n  a s  “  e n g in e  c o d e s ,”  a n d  
jare placed th ere  to  e n a b le  s ig n a lm e n  to  d is t in g u is h  
I tnreen the d iffe re n t t r a in s . T h e  f o l lo w in g  c o d e  
P° ^ m o tiv e  h e a d lig h ts  is  u s e d  o n  t h e  L o n d o n

Photograph by
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dc N o r t h - W e s t e r n  R a i lw a y ,  a n d  o t h e r  lin e s  e m p lo y  
s y s t e m s  v e r y  s im i la r  in  m o s t  re s p e c ts .

W h e n  a  s ig n a lm a n  s e e s  a n  e n g in e  b e a r in g  t w o  
w h i t e  l i g h t s — o n e  o v e r  e a c h  b u f fe r — h e  k n o w s  h e  
h a s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  a n  im p o r t a n t  t r a in ,  s u c h  a s  a  p a s 
s e n g e r , fish , o r  f r u i t  e x p r e s s , w h ic h  m u s t  n o t  b e  
d e la y e d  o n  a n y  a c c o u n t . B r e a k  d o w n  t r a in s  a re  
a ls o  d is t in g u is h e d  b y  t w o  w h i t e  l ig h t s ,  w h i l s t  s lo w  
p a s s e n g e r  t r a in s  c a r r y  o n e  w h it e  l i g h t  p la c e d  o v e r  
t h e  le f t - h a n d  b u ffe r . E n g in e s  d r a w i n g  t r a i n s  o f  

. * m e r c h a n d i s e ,
w h i c h  m u s t  
r e a c h  t h e i r  d e s 
t i n a t i o n  w i t h  a l l  
p o s s ib le  h a s t e , 
c a r r y  g r e e n  a n d  
w h i t e  l a m p s  
p la c e d  o v e r  t h e  
r i g h t  a n d  l e f t  
h a n d  b u f f e r s  
r e s p e c  t  i v  e l y .  
N e a r l y a l l  t r a in s  
o f  “ p e r i s h 
a b le s ,”  c a t t l e ,  
a n d  o t h e r  l i v e  
s t o c k ,  a r e  d i s 
t in g u is h e d  b y  
t h is  c o d e . E n 
g i n e s  o f  f a s t  
g o o d s  t r a in s  n o t  
h a v in g  to  s to p  
a t  a n y  w a y s id e  
s t a t i o n s  c a r r y

t w o  g r e e n  l i g h t s — o n e  o v e r  e a c h  b u ffe r , w h i ls t  s lo w  
g o o d s  t r a in s  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y  a  s in g le  g r e e n  
l ig h t ,  w h ic h  is  p la c e d  o v e r  th e  le f t - h a n d  b u ffe r .

T h e  o ld e s t  s ig n a l  b o x  in  t h e  w o r ld  is  t o  b e  fo u n d  
in  S c o t la n d .  S o m e  r e a d e r s  m a y  p o s s ib ly  h a v e  
n o t ic e d  a  c u r io u s  lo o k in g  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  c lo c k  
in  f r o n t ,  lo o k in g  r a t h e r  l i k e  a  r e l ig io u s  m e m o r ia l,  
w h ic h  s t a n d s  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  C o w l ia r s  in c lin e , j u s t  
o u t s id e  Q u e e n  S t r e e t  S t a t io n ,  G la s g o w . T h i s  l i t t l e  
b u i ld in g ,  t h o u g h  i t  is  n o t  n o w  u s e d  a s  s u c h , is  t h e  
o ld e s t  s ig n a l  b o x  in  t h e  w o r ld , a n d  is  p r e s e r v e d  
m o r e  a s  a  c u r i o s i t y  t h a n  fo r  i t s  u s e  a s  a  s t o r in g  
p la c e  f o r  m a t e r ia ls  u s e d  o n  t h e  r a i lw a y .

F. Moore.

XBX TR E K.



THE GUNS THAT JACK BROUGHT
(UP TO LADYSM ITH).

B y J . W. J oseph .

With sketches by Dodshoa, from ideas supplied by P. A. Mai ret.

These are the guns that Jack brought.

These are the men,
W ho fired the shells.
That lay in the guns that Jack broagh

These are the gents,
W ho scattered the Boers,
W ho potted the men,
W ho fired the shells,
That lay in the guns that jack brought.

These are the shells,
That lay in the guns that Jack brought

»

These are the Boers.
W’ho potted the men,
W ho fired the shells,
That lay in the guns that Jack brought.

These are the officers brave and strong, 
W ho headed the gents,
W ho scattered the Boers,
W ho potted the men,
W ho fired the shells, •
That lay in the guns that jack brought,
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Who headed the gents,
Who scattered the Boers,
Who potted the men,
Who fired the shells,
That lay in the guns that Jack brought.

This is the grub that w as shared am ong 
The brave rough riders who fought for long,
And feared not Joubert whose siege went wrong 
Who opposed the officers brave and strong, 
Who headed the gents,
Who scattered the Boers,
Who potted the men,
Who fired the shells.
That lay in the guns that Jack brought.

T hese  the rough riders who fought for long,
A n d feared not loubert whose siege went wrong, 
W h o  opposed the officers brave and strong, 
W h o  headed the gents,
W h o  scattered the Boers,
W h o  potted the men,
W h o  fired the shells,
T h a t lay in the guns that Jack biought.

T hese  the besieged who cared not a  song,
Tf the gru b  was bad, which w as shared am ong 
T h e  brave rough riders who fought for long, 
A n d  feared not Joubert whose siege went w rong, 
W h o  opposed the officers brave and strong, 
W h o  headed the gents,
W h o  scattered the Boers,
W h o  potted the men,
W h o  fired the shells.
T h a t lay in the guns that Jack brought.

This is brave Buller w ho fought his w ay on, 
relieved the besieged who cared not a  

, ,  song,
the grub was bad which w as shared am on g 

.  n , Jrave rough riders who fought for long, 
eared not Joubert whose siege went wreng,

V°t. Hi.—37

W h o opposed the officers brave and strong, 
W h o  headed the men.
W h o  scattered the Boers,
W h o  potted the men,
W h o  fired the shells,
T h a t lay in the guns that Jack brought.



B y  H . S t . J ohn Seameb.

A uthor o f  “  Desbomtgh's 

Cheek.”

I’V E  m a d e  i t  u p  w i t h  D e s b o r o u g li  a g a in .  I  h a d  
b e e n  t h i n k i n g  i t  a l l  o v e r  in  th e  C h r is t in a s  h o l i 
d a y s , a n d  i t  s e e m e d  to  m e  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  

d i d n 't  c o m e  b a c k  t o  s c h o o l  e x a c t ly  a t  C h r is t m a s ,  
y e t  i t  w a s n ’ t  v e r y  lo n g  a f t e r ,  a n d , o f- c o u r s e ,  t h a t  
i s  a  t im e  w h e n  e v e r y b o d y  o u g h t  to  b e  f r ie n d l y  w i t h  
e v e r y b o d y  e lse . B e s id e s , s ix p e n c e  is  a  p a l t r y  s u n t  
to  q u a r r e l  o v e r , e s p e c ia l ly  a s  D e s b o r o u g h  a lw a y s  
b r in g s  b a c k  to  s c h o o l  w it h  h im  a  j o l l y  b i g  h a m p e r , 
f u l l  o f  m in c e  p ie s  a n d  c a k e s  a n d  t a r t s  a n d  o r a n g e s  
a n d  t i l in g s . S o  I  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u ld n ’ t b e  a  b a d  
id e a  to  l e t  b y g o n e s  b e  b y g o n e s ,  a n d  s o , w h e n  t h e  
t r a in  c a m e  in to  o u r  s t a t io n , a n d  I  s a w  h im  s i t t in g  
in  a  c a r r ia g e  a l l  b y  h i m s e lf  ( fo r  h e  l iv e s  f a r t h e r  
a w a y  fr o m  H y p h e n h a m  t h a n  I  d o ), I  w e n t  s t r a i g h t  
u p  t o  h im , a n d  s h o o k  h a n d s  w it h  h im , a n d  a s k e d  
h im  h o w  h e  w a s , j u s t  a s  th o u g h  n o t h i n g  h a d  
h a p p e n e d .

H e  lo o k e d  r a t h e r  s u r p r is e d  a t  t h a t ,  b u t  s h o o k  
h a n d s  a l l  r ig h t ,  a n d  m a d e  ro o m  f o r  m e  to  g e t  in  
Avith h im , w h ic h  I  d id , a n d  w e  h a d  a  g o o d  t im e  o f  
i t ,  I  c a n  t e l l  > o u . H e  h a d  a  p a c k e t  o f  c ig a r e t t e s  
w i t h  h im , a n d  h e  o ffe r e d  m e  o n e , s a y in g  t h a t  i t  
w a s  o n ly  p r o p e r  t h a t  Ave s h o u ld  s m o k e  t h e  p ip e  o f  
p e a c e , b u t ,  a s  l ie  h a d n ’ t  a  p ip e , h e  h o p e d  th e s e

; S k e tc h e s  by E. F. Skinner.

would do as well. So I took 
one, and we both lighted up- 
and Ave had a jolly time.

Then, when Ave had finished 
them, Ave threw away the ends 

and kept the windows open to blow the smell away 
(for it wasn’t a smoking compartment). And he 
took a pen-knife, and scratched out the ‘Von 
the label over the seats, so that it read : “ To eat 
f iv e  p e r s o n s ,”  which made us both laugh. Yon 
have no idea how funny Desborough can be when 
he likes! By that time Ave had nearly reached the 
next station—our train was an express, and only 
stopped once—but there, as luck Avould have it, 
a man got in. He Avasn’t an old man, and he 
Avasn’t a young man, but a middle-aged man, 
about thirty years old or so, very pale and quiet 
looking, and Avearing spectacles.

As soon as we started again, Desborough looked 
at me and Avinked, as mucli as to say: “Match 
me, Avhile I have a lark Avith this man, and kid 
him on.” And he did that for certain, but I didnt 
join much in the conversation, for just then 1 
began to feel rather funny. I suppose that my 
dinner or something hadn’t agreed with me pro
perly. At all events I didn’t feel ranch 1 * 
talking, but only wanted to keep quiet.

I n  a b o u t  a  m in u t e  D e s b o r o u g h  began. He too 
t h e  p a c k e t  o f  c ig a r e t t e s  o u t  o f  h is  pocket, 
s a id , in  j u s t  t h e  w a y  t h a t  I  h a v e  h eard  grown-np5
speak :— . ■ F

“ Have you any objection to my smokingi 
“ Not in the least,” said the man, smiling, 

vided that it does not interfere Avith your ownc® 
fort. In fact, I was about to have a oip^raf  ̂  ̂

He took out a pipe as he spoke, and ^  
fill it from his tobacco pouch.
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[ offer y o u  o n e  o f  t h e s e ? ”  a s k e d  D e s 
' ' lo rd ly  m a n n e r , h o ld in g  o u t  th e

re p lie d  th e  m a n  ; “  I  a l w a y s

borough, m
cigarettes.

•'No, thank you,
ttrcfkH" *1 l̂ P̂ * ,
1 „ 1 cau stro n g ly  r c c o im u e iu l th e m ,”  c o n t in u e d
Pesborougli. “  T h e y ’re  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  E g y p t i a n .”

•>Xo. th an k y o u ,” r e p e a t e d  t h e  m a n , s m i l in g  
again, and sh a k in g  h is  h e a d .

There was a  m in u te ’s  s i le n c e  w h ile  t h e y  l ig h t e d  
their smokes, an d  D e s b o r o u g li  in s is t e d  o n  t h e  
mans using his m a tch e s . T h e n , a f t e r  a  f e w  p u ffs , 
the man addressed h im

“ doing b ack to  sch o o l, I  s u p p o s e  ? ”  h e  s a id .
“ Yes, worse lu c k  ! ”  r e p lie d  D e s b o r o u g h . “  B u t  

how did you g u ess th a t  ? ”
“ O il!” said  th e  m a n , la u g h in g ,  “ t h is  is  th e  

time when schools a re  b e g in n in g  a g a in , a n d  so , 
when one m eets tw o  b o y s  t r a v e l l i n g  t o g e t h e r  
alone by train , o n e  n a t u r a l ly  s u s p e c t s  t h a t  t h e y  
are going b a ck  to  s c h o o l.  B e s id e s ,  y o u r  c o m - 
janion’’— (b y  w h ich  lie  m e a n t  m e ) — “ d o e s n ’ t  lo o k  
cheerful enough to  b e  g o i n g  o n  a  v i s i t  a n y w h e r e .”

“ Neither w o u ld  y o u  lo o k  c h e e r fu l ,”  s a id  D e s -  
lorough, “ if  y o u  h a d  t o  g o  b a c k  to  s u c h  a  b e a s t ly  
hole as our school is.”

“ You don’t  lik e  y o u r  s c h o o l,  t h e n ? ” s a id  t h e  
man, in surprise. “  W h a t  i s  w r o n g  w i t h  i t  ? ”

“ W rong?” D e s b o ro u g h  s p o k e  w i t h  g r e a t  c o n 
tempt. “  E v e r y th in g  is  w r o n g  ! ”

“ Isn't th a t ra th e r s w e e p in g  ? ”  a s k e d  th e  m an .
“ N o ta  b it o f it ,”  r e p lie d  D e s b o r o u g h . “ T a k e  

the buildings, fo r in s ta n c e . T h e y  w e r e  b u i l t  in  
loll, and haven ’ t  b e e n  to u c h e d  s in c e — a l l  t u m b l i n g  
down and g o in g  to  r a c k  a n d  r u in . T h e y ’re  h ard ly- 
fit for people to  liv e  in a t  a l l .”

This was o n ly  h is  fu n . W c  a r c  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  
the age of our school.

The man ra th e r o p e n e d  h is  e y e s  a t  t h is ,  b u t  
didn’t say a n y th in g .

Then ta k e  th e  b o y s  w h o  g o  t h e r e — a  m e a s ly , 
low-bred set.”

Of course lie d id n ’t m e a n  i t ,  b u t  s a id  i t  o u t  
°f pure cheek.

bear m e ! ”  sa id  th e  m a n .
Jourself, don’t y o u  ? ”

“  B u t  y o u  g o  th e r e

■ 5  *'e it|!0!1Ptbt h e  h a d  h im  th e r e , h e  w a s  m is -
■ ten. H e d id n ’t k n o w  D e s b o r o n g h . I t  t a k e s  a  

'“t to have D e sb o ro u g h , I  c a n  t e l l  y o u .U a i  f  *- ^ u . 1 1  J V U .

rmf *'e re P l 'e d> “ b u t  th e n , I ’m  a n  e x -
of 'tf1 t°  t lG ru le ’ ^ h a t  j u s t  w h a t  I  c o m p la in
shnnii -M? re t h e  re s t , I  d o n ’t  s u p p o s e  I  
sh|;»ld m ind so m u c h .”

said  th e  m a n .

“ Then!’11 ^°°k a t  tb e  H e a d ,” D e s b o r o u g h  w e n t  o n .
to leave tu ar fuI b r u t e  fo r  y ° u - W h y ,  b e  h a d  
■ e lu st s c h o o l t h a t  h e  w a s  h e a d  o f,

w h a ck e d  a  b o y  s o  h a r d  t h a t  h e  h a d  to

b e  t a k e n  t o  t h e  h o s p it a l ,  a n d  d ie d  n o t  l o n g  a f t e r 
w a r d s . T h a t ’ ll s h o w  y o u  th e  s o r t  o f  m a n  h e  is .”

“  S h o c k in g ,  s h o c k in g  ! ”  s a id  t h e  m a n . “  I  w o n 
d e r  " th a t  h e  w a s n ’ t  t r ie d  a n d  h a n g e d  f o r  i t .  H e  
o u g h t  c e r t a i n ly  to  h a v e  b e e n .”

“  I  o n l y  w is h  h e  w e r e ,”  s a id  D e s b o r o u g h , h e a r t i ly ,  
“ b u t  I  s h o u ld n ’ t  b e  s u r p r is e d  i f  t h a t  d id  h a p p e n  
t o  h im  s o o n e r  o r  la te r ,  i f  h e  g o e s  o n  a s  h e  is  
d o in g ,”  l ie  a d d e d .

“  A n d  w h a t  a b o u t  th e  o t h e r  m a s te r s  ? ”
“ O h ,  t h e y ’re  w o r s e  t h a n  h e  is , i f  a n y t h i n g ,” 

r e p lie d  D e s b o r o u g h — I b e lie v e  t h a t  h e  r e a l ly  e n - 
• io y e d  i n v e n t i n g  th e s e  th in g s .

“  T h a t ’s a  p o o r  s t a t e  o f  t h in g s ,”  s a id  t h e  m a n .
“  Y e s ,  isn ’ t  i t  ? T h e y  n e v e r  h a v e  a n y  d e c e n t  

m a s t e r s  th e re . A l l  w e  g e t  a r e  o ld  c r o c k s  w h o  
c a n ’ t  f in d  a  m a s t e r s h ip  a n y w h e r e  e ls e .”

“  I t  m u s t  b e  a n  in t e r e s t in g  s c h o o l,”  r e m a r k e d  
t h e  m a n .

“ Y o u  w o u ld n ’t  t h i n k  s o  i f  y o u  w e r e  in  i t .  
T h e r e  w a s  o n e  m a s te r  h a d  to  l e a v e  la s t  te r m , y o u  
k n o w , b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u ld n ’ t k e e p  h im  a n y  lo n g e r ,”  
( w h ic h  w a s  t r u e — a t  le a s t ,  o n e  d id  le a v e  l a s t  te rm , 
a n d  h is  n a m e  w a s  G r a y ) .  T h e  m a n  s e e m e d  m u c h  
in te r e s te d .

“  W h a t  d id  h e  h a v e  to  le a v e  f o r  ? ”  h e  a s k e d .
“  O h , h e  w a s  c a u g h t  s t e a l i n g  a  b o y ’s  p o c k e t-  

m o n e y . O f  c o u r s e  t h e y  a l l  d o  t h a t ,  y o u  k n o w , 
b u t  t h e y  d o n ’t  o f te n  g e t  c a u g h t .  I t  w a s  t h e  b o y  
s i t t in g  th e r e  w h o  c a u g h t  t h is  o n e  a t  i t  f i r s t — t h a t ’s  
r ig h t ,  is n ’ t  i t  ? ”  h e  a s k e d , a p p e a l in g  to  m e .

I  d i d n ’t  fe e l  e q u a l  t o  c o n t r a d ic t in g  h im  j u s t  
th e n . B e s id e s , I  s h o u ld n ’t  h a v e  l i k e d  t o  g iv e  h im  
a w a y .  S o  I  s a i d ; “  O h ,  y e s ,  q u it e  r i g h t ,”  a n d  
le a n t  b a c k  a g a in .  D e s C o r o u g h  c o n t in u e d  h is  s t o r y  
( w h ic h  is  a b o u t  th e  r i g h t  n a m e  t o  g iv e  i t ,  I  th in k ) .

“  H e  t o ld  m e , a n d  w e  b o t h  w a tc h e d  a n d  s a w  
h im  d o  i t  a g a in . T h e n  w e  w e n t  a n d  t o ld  th e  
H e a d , w h o  p r e te n d e d  to  b e  v e r y  in d ig n a n t ,  a n d  
s a id  t h a t  h e  w o u ld n ’ t  b e l ie v e  i t ,  a n d  t h a t  w e  w e r e  
ly i n g .  S o  w e  to ld  h im  q u ic k  t h a t  w e  w e r e  t e l l in g  
t h e  t r u t h ,  a n d  t h a t  i f  h e  d id n ’t  d is m is s  t h e  m a n , 
a n d  g i v e  u s  b a c k  th e  m o n e y  t h a t  h e  h a d  t a k e n , w c  
s h o u ld  p u t  i t  in t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  p o lic e .”

“ A n d  t h a t  is  w h y  t h e  m a s te r  l e f t ? ”
“  Y e s .  T h e  H e a d  w a s  in  a n  a w f u l  f u n k ,  a n d  

b e g g e d  u s  n o t  t o  t e l l  t h e  p o lic e . S o  w e  g o t  o u r  
m o n e y  b a c k , a n d  th e  m a s te r  h a d  to  g o .”

“  Q u i t e  r ig h t ,  to o ,”  s a id  th e  m a n .
“  B u t  I  d a r e  s a y  t h e  n e w  o n e  w o n ’ t  b e  a n y  

b e t t e r .  T h e y  n e v e r  a re . I f  h e  d o e s n ’t  d o  t h a t  
s o r t  o f  t i l in g ,  l ie  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  d o  s o m e t h in g  q u it e  
a s  b a d , i f  not. w o r s e .”

“  I  h o p e  n o t ,”  s a id  t h e  m a n . “  T h e r e  is  a lw a y s  
a  c h a n c e  o f  im p r o v e m e n t .”

“ T h e  F r e n c h  m a s te r  is  a n o th e r  b r u t e ,”  D e s -  
b o r o u g li  g r u m b le d  o n . “  H e  w a s  a  s o c ia l i s t ,  o r  a n  
a n a r c h is t ,  o r  s o m e t h in g  o v e r  th e r e . H e  t r ie d  to
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b lo w  u p  t h e  P r e s id e n t  w it h  d y n a m it e ,  a n d  h a d  to  
r u n  a w a y  t o  E n g la n d  to  p r e v e n t  t h e m  c u t t i n g  o f f  
h is  h e a d , o r  s e n d in g  h im  w h e r e  D r e y f u s  w a s —  
(S ib eria , i s n 't  i t  ? Y o u  s h o u ld  s e e  h im  w h e n  w e
b o y s  r a g  h im . H e  
w a v e s  h is  a rm s, a n d  
t h in g s  in  F r e n c h ,s o  
s t a n d  t h e m ----- a

d a n c e s  a b o u t , a n d  
s a y s  a l l  m a n n e r  o f  
t h a t  w e  c a n ’t  u n d e r-

‘  WE SHIED OUR 
BOOKS A T HIM 
U N TIL HE HAD 
TO RUN OUT 
OF TH E BOOM 
W ITH  H IS HEAD 
B L EE D IN G .’*

“  P e r h a p s  t h a t  i s  j u s t  a s  w e l l ,”  in t e r r u p t e d  th e  
m a n .

* “  O h , I  d o n ’t  k n o w  t h a t .  T h e  m a t h e m a t ic a l
m a s te r  is  q u it e  a s  b a d , a n d , o f  c o u r s e , h e  d o e s n ’ t 
k n o w  e n o u g h  o f  a n y  o th e r  la n g u a g e  to  s a y  th in g s  
in , a n d  h a s  to  s a y  th e m  in  E n g l is h .”

D o  t h e  b o y s  ‘ r a g  ’ t h e  m a s te r s , a s  y o u  c a l l  it , 
m u c h ? ”  '

“  R a t h e r ,”  s a id  D e s b o r o u g h . “  O n l y  la s t  te rm  
o n e  o f  th e m  g a v e  a  b o y  s o m e  l in e s  t h a t  h e  d id n ’t

d e s e r v e , a n d  so  w e  h is s e d  h im  in  class, 
h e  w o u ld n ’t  t a k e  th e m  o f f  a g a in , we shied orLt 
b o o k s  a t  h im  u n t i l  h e  h a d  to  ru n  o u t of the roo* 
w i t h  h is  h e a d  b le e d in g — o n e  o f  th e fellows did 
t h a t  w i t h  a  c la s s ic a l  d ic t io n a r y ,  you  kuow. [t 
w a s  t o o  b a d  o f  ln m  to  s h y  a n y th in g  as bigas, 
c la s s ic a l  d i c t i o n a r y  a t  a n y o n e , even  if be vras a 
m a s te r , w a s n ’t  i t  ? ”

“ I  s h o u ld  s a y  th at it 
a g r e e d  th e  m a n .

“  W e  t h o u g h t  so, too, and »e 
d id n ’ t  w a n t  to  d o  anything m.
“ ' so  w e  p u t  th e chap into 
C o v e n t r y  fo r  a  w eek, and let the 
m a s te r  c o m e  in to  th e room 

“  T h a t  w a s  g o o d  of you.”
“  A n o t h e r  t im e  —  last Fifth of 

N o v e m b e r  i t  w a s  —  the towns' 
p e o p le  h a d  a  b o n fire  and fireworks, 
a n d , o f  c o u r s e , th e  headmaster 
w o u ld n ’t  g i v e  a n y  o f us leave 
g o . S o  w h a t  d o  yo u  think we 
d i d ? ”

“  I ’m  s u r e  I  can ’t  tell,” sail 
t h e  m a n .

“  W h y ,  a f t e r  w e  had gone up 
t o  b e d , w e  barricad ed  the doois 
o f  o u r  d o rm ito r ie s , tore up the 
s h e e ts  a n d  m ad e  rope ladders 
o f  th e m , a n d  then  got out of 

t h e  w in d o w s , a n d  w e n t, and saw the 
b o n fir e  a f t e r  a l l  ! ”

T h e  m a n  d id n ’ t  s a y  anything, hit 
h e  s e e m e d  t o  b e  th in k in g  a good deal 
D e s b o r o u g h  c o n t i n u e d :

“  A n d  t h e  w a y  th e y  feed you U dis
g r a c e f u l .  C h u n k s  o f  bread, and some 

d i r t y  b r o w n  w ater—nobody 
h a s  e v e r  d iscovered whether 
i t  i s  m e a n t  fo r tea or coffee 
— fo r  b r e a k fa s t  and tea For 
d in n e r  y o u  do get a little 

m e a t ,  a l l  re d  a n d  blue, and, after
w a r d s , a  lo t  o f  s t ic k y  dough with 
t r e a c le  o n  i t — a n d  they call that 
p u d d i n g !  S u p p e r  is bread 
w a t e r — u g h  ! O n e  might as we 
b e  in  g a o l .”

W e  a r e  r e a l ly  v e r y  w e l l  fe d  a t  ou r school. • 
m a t te r .

“  H o w  v e r y  s h o c k in g  ! ” s a id  th e  man.
“ Y e s ,  i t  is , is n ’t  i t ?  I f  i t  wasn’t that «  

s m u g g le d  in  c h e e s e , a rid  ta r t s ,  an d  sardines,^  
t h in g s ,  a n d  a t e  th e m  in  o u r  d orm itories at 
w e  s h o u ld  p r e t t y  w e l l  s t a r v e .”

“  Y o u  d o n ’t  lo o k  m u c h  l i k e  being starved no . 
s a id  t h e  m a n  ; a n d  D e s b o r o u g h  is certain)’ 
w h a t  y o u  w o u ld  c a ll  thin.

Vo
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" I ’ve been s p e n d in g  a  m o n th  a t  h o m e , y o u  se e ,
I that makes a ll t h e  d if fe r e n c e . Y o u  w o u ld n ’t 

kvc <aid th a t if  y o u  h a d  se e n  m e  b e fo r e  C h r i s t  
nias The m atro n  h a d  to  p u t  t u c k s  in  a l l  m y  
clothes to p re v e n t m e  d r o p p in g  o u t  o f  th e m .”
1 “ I wonder y o u r  f a t h e r  a l lo w s  y o u  to  b e  a t  s u c h
a place,3 said th e  m a n . .

“ I haven’t got a fa t h e r ,” s a id  D e s b o r o u g h , w h ic h  
wasn't true. C o lo n e l  D e s b o r o u g h  is  a n ‘ a w f u l l y  
jolly sort o f fa th e r  to  h a v e ,  I  c a n  te ll  y o u .

“ Poor b oy ' ” s a id  th e  m a n — h u t  I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  
that he a lto g e th e r m e a n t  it .

“ That is to  sa y , n o t  a  p r o p e r  fa t h e r ,”  w e n t  jon
D e s b o r o u g h ,
“ nor a m o t h e r  
either.”

“ What do y o u  
mean? Y o u  j u s t  
said that you h a d  
been h o m e  fo r 
the holidays.”

“ So I h a v e .
It's like this, y o u  
know-m y fa th e r  
died when I w a s  
quite a kid ” (th e  
man s m i l e d ) ,
“ and th e n  m y  
mother m arried 
again."

“ You h a v e  a  s te p fa th e r  
now, then ? ”

“ Yes. B u t  a fte r w a r d s  m y  
mother died, a n d  m y  s t e p 
father m arried a g a in . S o  t h a t  n o w  I  h a v e  a  
home, b u t I h a v e n ’ t  a n y  p r o p e r  p a r e n ts .
My father isn ’t  m y  fa th e r , a n d  m y  m o t h e r  
isn’t my m other, a n d  s o  t h e y  'd o n ’ t s e e m  to  
care what h a p p en s to  m e .”

“ W hat a  v e r y  c u r io u s  c a s e ! ”  s a id  t h e  m a n .
‘ I don’t k n o w  th a t  I  e v e r  c a m e  a c r o s s  a  
similar one. ’
B u 's fa th e r p e c u lia r ,”  a g r e e d  D e s b o r o u g h .

I don’t  k n o w  o f a n o th e r  l i k e  i t  m y s e l f .”
Is this y o u r  b r o th e r  ? ” a s k e d  t h e  m a n , m e a n 

ing me.
“ No.’

brothe:
rep lied  D e s b o r o u g h . <:I  h a v e n ’t  a n y  

rs or s is te rs  o f  m y  o w n .”
“ An only c h i l d ? ”

 ̂ Oh, dear, n o ! T h e r e  a r e  e v e r  s o  m a n y  o f  u s , 
nn y we aren 't a ll b r o th e r s  a n d  s is te r s , y o u  k n o w .

eres m yself. firs t o f  a l l ,”  h e  s a id , c o u n t in g  o n  
. “  I ’m  t h e  e ld e s t .  T h e n  th e r e  a r e

0 c udren, a  b o y  a n d  a  g ir l ,  w h o  b e lo n g  to  m y  
er and m y  s te p - fa th e r . T h a t  m a k e s  t h r e e ,  

n my s te p -fa th e r  a n d  h is  n e w  w i f e  h a v e  t w o
h ^ rath  a  k ° ^ ‘ . T h a t  m a k e s  s i x  a l t o g e t h e r ,  

er c o n fu s in g , y o u  s e e . b e c a u s e  I  a m  n o

r e la t io n  w h a t e v e r  t o  t h e  l a s t  th r e e , w h i le  t h e  
m id d le  t w o  a r e  r e la t e d  s o m e h o w  to  a l l  th e  r e s t  
o f  u s . I  s h o u ld n ’ t  l i k e  to  s a y  fo r  c e r t a in  e x a c t ly  
w l i a t  t h e  r e la t io n s h ip  is .”

“  I  t h i n k  I  u n d e r s t a n d ,”  s a id  th e  m a n , s lo w ly , 
a s  th o u g h  h e  w a s  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  g r a s p  t h e  s it u a t io n .
I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  h e  d id  o r  n o t, b u t  h e  s e e m e d  
t o  b e  v e r y  m u c h  a m u s e d  a t  s o m e th in g .

“  I t ’s  v e r y  a w k w a r d  t o  b e lo n g  to  a  f a m ily  l i k e  
t h a t ,”  r e m a r k e d  D e s b o r o u g h , a f t e r  a  p a u s e .

“  S o  I  s h o u ld  t h i n k ,"  a g r e e d  th e  m a n .
“  Y o u  s e e , f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r — I  m u s t  c a l l  th e m  

s o , a l t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  n o  r e la t io n  to  m e  a t  a l l —  
h a v e  s o  m u c h  t o  d o  t o  lo o k  a f t e r  th e ir  o w n  
c h ild r e n  t h a t  I  g e t  l e f t  o u t  in  t h e  c o ld , 
b e c a u s e  I  d o n ’t  r e a l ly  b e lo n g  t o  e i t h e r  o f  

' t h e m .”
“  A h  ! ”  T h e  m a n  s u d d e n ly  b e c a m e  

d is in c l in e d  t o  g o  o n  t a lk in g .
“ F o r  in s t a n c e ,  n e i t h e r  o f  th e m  e v e r  

t h i n k s  o f  g i v i n g  m e  p o c k e t- m o n e y .”
“  N o  ? ”  H e  o p e n e d  h is  p a p e r , a n d  p r e 

t e n d e d  to  b e g in  r e a d in g .
“ N o ;  a n d  i t ’s  a w f u l l y  h o r r id  to  h e a t  

s c h o o l w i t h o u t  a n y  p o c k e t- m o n e y .”
“  I t  m u s t  b e ,”  s a id  t h e  m a n , lo o k in g  u p .

“  Y o u  c a n ’ t  b u y  
c i g a r e t t e s ,  fo r  
o n e  t h in g .”

“  N o ,  n o r  a n y 
t h in g  e ls e ,”  s a id  
D e s b o r o u g h , n o t  
i n  t h e  l e a s t  
a b a s h e d . “ B u t  
y o u  d o n ’t  t h i n k  
t h a t  I  b o u g h t  
t h e s e , d o  y o u  ? ”  
h e  a d d e d  q u ic k ly .

“ W e l l ,  th e  e v i 
d e n c e  s e e m s  to  
p o in t  in  t h a t  d i 
r e c t io n .”  

“ T h e n  I
d i d n ’t  ! ”  e x c la im e d  D e s b o r o u g h , lo o k in g  h u r t  
a n d  in d ig n a n t .

A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  fa c t ,  I  b e l i e v e — I  d o n ’t  k n o w  fo r  
c e r t a in ,  m in d , b u t  I  b e l i e v e — t h a t  h e  b a g g e d  th e m  
fr o m  h is  p a t e r  o r  s o m e b o d y .

“  M a y  I  a s k  h o w  y o u  c a m e  b y  th e m  ? ”
“  O h , t h e y  b e lo n g  t o  m y  fr ie n d  th e r e .”
T h i s  w a s  to o  m u c h . I  j u m p e d  u p , a n d  w a s  

g o in g  t o  p r o t e s t ,  b u t  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t  w e  p a s s e d  
s o m e t h in g  in t e r e s t in g ,  a n d  I  f e l t  o b l ig e d  t o  p u t  
m y  h e a d  o u t  o f  t h e  w in d o w  t o  lo o k  a t  i t .  W h e n  
I  d r e w  i t  in  a g a in  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  h a d  p a s s e d , 
a n d  I  s a t  d o w n  a n d  le a n t  b a c k  a g a in  w i t h o u t  
s a y in g  w h a t  I  w a s  g o in g  to , b u t  I  s a w  D e s b o r o u g h  
p o c k e t  s o m e t h in g  t h a t  lo o k e d  v e r y  l i k e  a  h a lf -

‘ X.OOK T H E B E ! CRIED DESBOHOUGH.
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c r o w n , a n d  h e a r d  h im  s a y , “ T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  
m u c h , s ir .”

T h e  t r a in  j u s t  th e n  b e g a n  to  s lo w  d o w n , a n d  
D e s b o r o u g h  c a lle d  o u t  to  m e  : “ C o m e  a lo n g . G e t  
y o u r  th in g s  to g e t h e r , a n d  h u r r y  u p , s o  t h a t  w e  
c a n  g e t  a  h a n s o m . I  d o  so  h a t e  g r o w le r s .”

“  I s  th is  y o u r  s t a t io n  'l ”  a s k e d  th e  m a n . “  I  g e t  
o u t  h e re , t o o .”

T h e  t r a in  s to p p e d .
“ G o o d  a f t e r n o o n , a n d  t h a n k  y o u  a g a in ,  s ir ,”  s a id  

D e s b o r o u g h , a n d  b u s t le d  m e  o u t  o f  t h e  c a r r ia g e  
a n d  a lo n g  t h e  platform to  c la im  o u r  lu g g a g e  in  a  
w a y  t h a t ,  I  a m  s u r e , w a s  v e r y  b a d  fo r  a  p e r s o n  
s u ffe r in g  fr o m  in d ig e s t io n , a s  I  w a s . A t  a l l  e v e n ts , 
w h e n  w e  r e a c h e d  th e  s c h o o l, I  w a s n ’t  a b le  to  e a t  
a n y  te a , a n d  g o t  le a v e  a f t e r w a r d s  to  g o  u p  t o  b e d  
e a r ly .

N e x t  m o r n in g  I  f e l t  b e t t e r ,  a n d  t h e y  m a d e  m e

g e t  u p  a n d  g o  in to  s c h o o l  a s  u s u a l. Desbonm^ 
s a t  b y  m e  a t  p r a y e r s , a n d  a s k e d  a ll manner of 
q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  m y  h e a lt h ,  w h ic h  w a s  very amov
in g  o f  h im . P r e s e n t ly  th e  m a s te rs  w alked in 
p r o c e s s io n , a s  t h e y  a l w a y s  d o . D e sb o ro u g h  jumped 
n e a r ly  o u t  o f  h is  s e a t ,  a n d  c lu t c h e d  me by the 
a rm .

“  L o o k  t h e r e  ! ”  h e  c r ie d .
“  W h e t e  1 ”  I  a s k e d . “  A n d  j u s t  le t  go my arm 

w i l l  y o u  ? Y o u ’re  h u r t i n g  ! ”  '
H e  le t  g o , a n d  p o in t e d  t o  w h e re  the masters 

w e r e  a l l  s t a n d in g  in  a  g r o u p  a ro u n d  the head 
m a s te r ’s  d e s k .

“ M y  g r a c io u s  ! ”  I  e x c la im e d .
T h e r e ,  a m o n g  t h e  re s t , s to o d  th e  m an who had 

t r a v e l le d  d o w n  w it h  u s  in  t h e  t r a in  th e  day before! 
H e  w a s  t h e  n e w  m a s t e r  w h o  h a d  co m e to  take the 
p la c e  o f  M r . G r a y  1
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W AR ST A M P  ISSUES.

TH E  o c c u p a t io n  o f  B l o e m f o n t e i n  b y  t h e  
British a r m y  u n d e r  L o r d  R o b e r t s  h a s  
been q u ic k ly  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  f a m il ia r  

Orange F re e  S ta te  s t a m p s  o v e r p r in t e d  w ith  th e  
letters

“  V.R.I.”
and new v a lu e  in  b l a c k .  A t  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  
writing only th e  th r e e  lo w e r  v a l u e s — | d . ,  i d . ,  a n d  
aid.— have b e e n  s o  t r e a t e d ,  b u t  a l l  v a lu e s  w ill  
follow in tim e.

Collectors a t  h o m e  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  t o  s ig h  a n d  
Cr)' (or s p e c im e n s  o f  t h is  in t e r e s t i n g  s e r ie s  o f  
provisionals, a s  th e  fe v e r  t o  o b t a in  s u p p l i e s  o n  
the day o f is s u e  a t  B l o e m f o n t e in  r o s e  t o  s u c h  
a height that r e s t r ic t io n s  w e r e  p u t  u p o n  t h e ir  
55 e- ^ t t,ie  p o s t  o f f ic e , it  is  s a id ,  t h e  a p p ii-  
rants for th e  s u r c h a r g e d  s t a m p s  w e r e  s im p ly  
jostling ea ch  o th e r , u n t i l  o n e  c o u l d  h a v e  
™ gined th a t th e  B r it i s h  a r m y  w a s  c o m p o s e d  

entirely o f p h i l a t e l i s t s !
a ' s o  h a s  i t s  w a r  is s u e , t h e  g a l la n t  

sD er'1 , e n d*ng  th e  t o w n  h a v i n g  is s u e d  a  
wiit'1 n Stam P ; b u t  a n y  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  m u s t  
belMUntl j 16 u n ô r t u n a t e  in h a b i t a n t s  o f  th e  
abniit^ u' , t0 w n  a r e  s e t  f r e e  t o  t e l l  u s  m o r e  

Thai e , r 'h a rd s h ip s  a n d  t h e i r  s t a m p s , 
armv 0t^e r c h a n g e s  w il l  t a k e  p l a c e  a s  o u r  
eertainentef S ^ le  ^ o u t h  A f r i c a n  R e p u b l i c  is  
•die hi ' V̂ ,e n  f h e  w a r  is  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  p h ila -  
an imere°t^ --VO ■ ■̂ e P u ^,^ c s  s h o u l d  b e

o. a s  w e l l  a s  a  v a lu a b l e  o n e .

SOME INTERESTING NEW ISSUES.
# C f.ylon. —  T h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  i l lu s t r a t io n  

r e p r e s e n t s  a  n e w  2 c . s ta m p , b e in g  t h e  o ld  
d e s ig n  in  a  n e w  c o lo u r — c h e s t 
n u t- b r o w n .

* C h ile .— F o r  n e a r ly  t w e n t y  
y e a r s  o n e  d e s i g n  h a s  d o n e  d u t y  
f o r  t h e  p o s t a g e  s ta m p s  o f  t h is  
R e p u b l i c ,  h e n c e  a  n e w  t y p e  is  
w e lc o m e ,  w h ic h  I  i l lu s tr a te . 
A s  fro m  t h e  firs t, t h e  n e w  
s t a m p s  p o r t r a y  th e  fe a t u r e s  o f  
C h r i s t o p h e r  C o l u m b u s ,  i c . ,  
g r e e n  ; 2c ., c a r m i n e ; 5 c . ,  b l u e  : 

i o c ., v i o l e t ; 2 0 c ., b l a c k  ; 5 0 c ., 
b r o w n — a ll  r o u le t t e d .

C ongo . — T h e  p r e s e n t  
C o n g o  s t a m p s  a r e  a m o n g  t h e  
h a n d s o m e s t  s t a m p s  e v e r  i s 
s u e d ,  a n d  t h e  m o r e  o f  th e m  
t h e  b e t t e r ,  fo r  t h e y  h e lp  g r e a t ly  
t o  p o p u la r is e  s t a m p  c o l le c t in g .
T h e  5 c . ,  i o c . ,  a n d  2 5 c . v a lu e s  
h a v e  b e e n  c h a n g e d  in  c o lo u r  
t o  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  p o s ta l  u n io n  
r e g u la t io n s ,  w h i c h  r e q u ir e  t h a t  a l l  s ta m p s  o f  t h e  
v a lu e  o f  ^ d ., i d . ,  a n d  2^d. is s u e d  b y  c o u n t r ie s  
in  t h e  u n i o n  s h o u ld  b e  g r e e n ,  c a r m in e ,  a n d  
b l u e  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  H e n c e  t h e  t h r e e  v a lu e s  m e n 
t i o n e d  w il l  a d o p t  t h e s e  c o lo u r s ,  c o u p le d  w it h  t h e  
u s u a l  b l a c k  c e n t r e .

C H IL E .
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♦ France.— H e r e  is  a  n e w  2f. s t a m p  w h i c h  
h a s  j u s t  b e e n  is s u e d , in  t h e  t y p e  w h i c h  h a s  s o  

lo n g  b e e n  in  e x i s t e n c e ,  a n d  
w h ic h  I q u i t e  t h o u g h t  w a s  g o 
in g  t o  b e  r e p la c e d  o n  t h e  
o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n .

G erm any. —  I n  o u r  A p r i l  
i s s u e  I  i l lu s t r a t e d  a n d  d e s 
c r i b e d  t h e  n e w  s e r i e s  o f  s t a m p s  
w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  is s u e d , a n d  
n o w  I a m  t o ld  t h e y  a r e  t o  b e  
w it h d r a w n  s h o r t ly ,  a l t h o u g h  

a m  n o t  in  a  p o s i t io n  t o  v o u c h  fo r  t h e  s t a t e m e n t .  
I n  t h e  m e a n t im e  t h e  h ig h  v a lu e s  h a v e  b e e n  p l a c e d  
o n  s a le , a n d  y o u  w ill  b e  g l a d  to  l e a r n  w h a t  t h e  
d e s ig n s  r e p r e s e n t .  T h e  i  m a r k  s t a m p  h a s  a  
v ie w  o f  t h e  I m p e r ia l  P o s t  O f f ic e  a t  B e r l i n  ; t h e  
2 m . is  s a id  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t w o  a n c i e n t  G e r m a n  
tr ib e s  s w e a r in g  e t e r n a l  f r ie n d s h i p ,  t h e  i n s c r ip t io n  
u n d e r  t h e  c e n t r a l  d e s ig n  b e i n g  in  E n g l i s h  : “  B e  
U n i t e d  —  U n i t e d  —  U n i t e d . ”  T h e  3111. s t a m p  
s h o w s  t h e  u n v e i l i n g  o f  t h e  e q u e s t r ia n  s t a t u e  
o f  E m p e r o r  W il l ia m  I . ,  a t  B e r l in  ;  t h e  5 m . 
s t a m p  a p p a r e n t l y  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o r o n a t i o n  o f  
W i l l i a m  I I . ,  t h e  i n s c r ip t i o n  b e i n g :  “ O n e  E m 
p i r e — O n e  P e o p l e — O n e  G o d . ”

G reec e  (C r e t e ).— I have just received a 
description of the handsome designs illustrated 
last month, as follows : —

1 lepton and 50 lepta show an antique coin with head of 
Hermes.

5 and 20 lepta, from a coin, show ing profile o f Juno.
10 and 25 lepta, full-faced portrait of Prince George.
1 drachm a, winged figure o f  the giant T allos.
2 drachm a, seated figure of K in g  Minos, with crown and

sceptre.
5 drachm a, St. G eorge and the 

D ragon.

T h e  c u r i o u s  s u r c h a r g e  
a l lu d e d  t o  s ig n if ie s  “ p r o 
v i s i o n a l ,”  a n d  t h e  s t a m p s  
s o  o v e r p r in t e d  a r e  a v a i l a b le  
f o r  f r a n k i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  
G r e e c e ,  t h e  u n s u r c h a r g e d  
s t a m p s  b e in g  u s e d  fo r  p o s t 
a g e  o n ly ,  a s  C r e t e  h a s  n o t  
y e t  e n t e r e d  t h e  p o s t a l  u n io n .

♦ Guatemala,— W h e n  I
w a s  a t  s c h o o l  I  r e m e m b e r  
b e in g  k e e n  o n  G u a t e m a la n  
p r o v i s io n a ls ,  a n d  s t i l l  t h e y  
c o m e  ! H e r e  is  th e  la t e s t ,  
“ 1 9 0 0 - 1 — c e n t a v o , ”  in  
b l a c k ,  o n  1 0 c . ,  v e r m il i o n .

♦ N o r t h  B o r n e o . — T h e  
a c c o m p a n y i n g  n e w  a d d i t i o n  
to  t h e  c u r r e n t  s e t  o f  s t a m p s  
fo r  N o r t h  B o r n e o  is  s u r e  to  
b e  p o p u la r  a m o n g  b o y s .  I t  

b e a r s  a n  a d m i r a b l e  i m i t a t i o n  o f  a  g o r i l la ,  w h i le  
in  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  a r e  t h r e e  l i t t le  g o r i l la s .

S O R T S  BORNEO.

G UATEM ALA PR O V I
SIONAL.

♦ Tonga.— H e r e  is t h e  la te s t  T ongese pro 
s io n a l ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  i d .  v a lu e  overp rin ted  n  
L — 1 s t  J u n e ,  1 8 9 9 .”  ’ ~

* Stam ps for illustration and 
description kindly le n t  b y  
M e s s r s .  S t a n l e y  Gibbons,
Lim ited, 391, Strand, W .C ,

REVIEWS.
t  The S tra n d  S ta m p  

A lb u m .— M e s s r s .  S t a n -  tong 1 ritonaios-u. 
le y  G i b b o n s ,  L i m i t e d ,
h a v e  s e n t  m e  a  c o p y  o f  a  n e w  edition_ the
fo u r t h  —  o f  t h is  p o p u la r  a lb u m . T h e bool, 
w h ic h  is  p r in t e d  o n  u n u s u a l ly  g o o d  quality 
p a p e r , is  b o u n d  in  a  n e w  a n d  specially-designed 
c o v e r ,  a n d  c a r e  h a s  b e e n  ta k e n  in binding, so 
t h a t  w h e n  fu l l  t h e  v e r y  u n d e s ir a b le  bulgy ap 
p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  a l b u m  is  o b v ia te d . At the 
c o m m e n c e m e n t  a r e  h in t s  to  t h e  beginner, illus
t r a t io n s  o f  w a t e r m a r k s ,  a n d  sev e ra l pages of 
r a r e  s t a m p s — o r  i l lu s t r a t i o n s  o f  th e m — and their 
t r a d e  v a lu e .  T h e  e x t r a o r d in a r y  p a rt o f this new 
e d i t io n  is  t h a t  w i t h  e a c h  a lb u m  100 postage 
s t a m p s  —  c a t a lo g u e  v a lu e  o v e r  8 s .— are pre
s e n t e d  fr e e .  S u r e ly ,  a t  2 s. 6 d . for the book 
a n d  s t a m p s  t o g e t h e r  o u r  b o y s  s h o u ld  go in and 
c o n q u e r !

t  T h e Im p e r ia l P osta ge Stam p Album.—Pub
l i s h e d  b y  t h e  s a m e  f ir m , t h is  is  th e  album f t  
excellence fo r  t h e  m o d e r n  a d v a n c e d  collector 
I h a v e  s o  o f te n  d e s c r i b e d  th e  “ Im perial” in 
th e s e  p a g e s ,  t h a t  l i t t l e  fu r th e r  description is 
n e c e s s a r y .

T h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  p h i la t e ly ,  a n d  maturer study 
o f  p r e s e n t - d a y  r e q u ir e m e n t s  in  th e  necessary 
desiderata  p e c u l ia r  t o  t h e  s c ie n c e , have resulted 
in  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o n  a n  u p -to -d ate  scale of 
a l b u m s  a n d  o t h e r  a c c e s s o r i e s  w h ich  a decade 
b a c k  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  d re a m t of. The 
e i g h t h — a n d  p r e s e n t — e d it io n  o f  th e  “ Imperial 
A l b u m  ”  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  2 0 th  c e n tu ry  aspect of 
s t a m p - c o l le c t in g ,  a n d  is  a s  n e a r  perfection as 
a n y  a l b u m  c o u l d  b e .

t  The Strand Stai.ip Album, cloth, 2s, 6d.; ^  
Imperial Postage Stamp Album, 4 volumes, . 
Stanley G ibbons. L im ited, 391, Strand, U  C.

A N S W E R S  T O  CORRESPONDENTS.

Du Rennes asks m e the meaning of the 
words “  plate-num bers.”  I f  “  Du Rennes „ 
a copy o f the old B ritish  Id . red stamp, tne ^  
having coloured letters in  all four corners, , 
then turn it sideways so that the two engm ■ 
lines o f  net-work are horizontal, he will “ nL,. 0f #c“ 
ination under a m icroscope that in the centr
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. ]ineg are small num bers. These are plate- 
mbers which in the stam p described run from  73 to 

m  the different numbers varying as to their m arket 
mine If “ Du Rennes ”  is not successful after this 
description he must let me know, and I  will endeavour 
to illustrate the description in a later issue. H. B. 
Johnston wishes to purchase Transvaal stamps in 
acts but I regret not being able to place h im  in 
touch’ with a customer. H e m ight write MrB. Kruger, 
but even this Bource is doubtful. H.‘ Bradford.— 
Usov thanks for the card. I  have already referred 
to it m these columns. H. E. G.—The value o f  the 
50c SI, $2, 83, §4, and 85 Colum bus stamps used, if  
Sue specimens, should be about face value. T he same 
valuation applies to the 50c. and $ 1 Omaha issue. 
F. G. BristOW aBks what m ethod I  would advise of 
collecting after having a collection  o f  500. I  would 
advise •* F. G. B.”  to go on as he has started until he has 
got 1,500 or more, when a larger album m ight be pur. 
chased, say the Imperial, which provides for two sec
tions—Vol. I., Great Britain and C olon ies; V ol. II ., 
Foreign Countries. W hen ready to  adopt this plan

I  w ill gladly give h im  farther advice. An Ardent 
Collector.— I f  the post-m arks are genuine your 
F. S. N . Co. stamps are valu ab le ; but it is donbtfnl, 
as so m any forgeries o f  these stam ps exist. New
foundland inquires the value o f a postcard which 
has travelled round the w orld ? A s a  curiosity, o f 
whatever value the ow ner sets upon it. Philaieti- 
cally, the value o f the stam ps franking i t ; (2) I can 
on ly valne stamps sent for  in spection ; (3) D it t o ; (4) 
See reply to “  D u R en n es” ; (5) T he m ounts you are 
using are good ; I  have not seen the perforated ones 
before. L. H.— There is no Buch thing as a genuine 
Spitzbergen stamp, unless it fs a local. I f  so, then 
its value is whatever you  set on it in accordance with 
its connections you detail in  yonr letter. G. E. Ham
ilton.— (1) Wove paper, i f  held up tq the light, shows 
no lin e s ; Laid  shows close lines running in the tex- 

• ture o f  the paper, either vertically o r  horizontally ; 
Granite paper has small pieces o f  thread-like snbstaDce 
in it, which is part o f  its original com position . (2) 
The Jnnior London Philatelio Society. See back 
issues for address, etc.

“ MY FAVOURITE CHARACTER IN FICTION.”

(Contributed by readers of THE CAPTAIN.)

MARK TAPLEY.

Everyone who reads to any extent, almost in
voluntarily chooses some particular character in 
fiction whose trials and fortunes, and the way in 
vhich he meets them, rouse sympathy and 
admiration. This particular one is sometimes 
elected umpire in questions which one would,
perhaps, not care to submit to anyone in the
flesh.

V̂hen a fellow feels hipped, and things hav< 
gone awry, w ho wants to read o f the misfortune; 
? some chap who seemed to deserve all he go 
m the way of punishment, and who moans anc 
- °,w s trough two hundred weary pages ? Who
rn f i   ̂ ^ 0st us turn UP a Particular book 

ni ent of finding there some word o f encour 
to fight on— and fighting— win ! 

biim^ u e Ĉ aracters at wh °se shrine I have 
DirV , f , 'ncense o f hero-worship, I  thinl 
m '.^ arh Tapley” comes nearest to beint 
failinaV0UJ lte- ^ ear °id  Mark, with your neve: 
voi,rlChef ^ ,ness' y ° ur sunny unselfishness
--nprc r̂ ey u ncss °h ah your own little— or bi{ 

Personal worries.

Martĉ tv. Pe.°^e say “  Oh, it was no credit t< 
Well r at he was so jo lly ; it was his nature.’ 
ins to f  Certain,y ^ad the happy faculty o f fail 
hut ho»ee *rou^ e before trouble overtook him 

ever jo lly  a  man may naturally be, tha 
Vol. 111.—jj

q u a l i t y  a lo n e  w o u ld  n o t  e n a b le  h im  t o  k e e p  
s u c h  a  s t i f f  u p p e r  l i p  a s  d i d  M a r k  in  t h o s e  d a y s  
t h e y  s a w  in  E d e n ,  w h e n  a lm o s t  a n y  o t h e r  m a n  
w o u l d  h a v e  fe l t  h i m s e l f  j u s t i f i e d  i n  t h r o w in g  u p  
t h e  g a m e .

T h e r e  a r e  fo lk s  w h o  a r e  j o l l y  e n o u g h  w h i le  
t h e  s u n  is  b r i g h t ; b u t  w h e n  t h e  c lo u d s  t h ic k e n ,  
a n d  t h e y  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  t h e  m o s t  n e e d  o f  th e ir  
j o l l i t y ,  t h e y  s im p ly  d o u b l e  u p . B u t  M a r k ,  
f a i t h f u l  a n d  c h e e r f u l  in  fa ir  w e a t h e r  a n d  f o u l ,  • 
s t u c k  t o  M a r t in ,  e n d u r i n g  f o r  h im  w h a t  v e r y  
f e w  m e n  w o u ld  e n d u r e  fo r  t h e i r  b e s t  c h u m —  
a n d  M a r t in  w a s n ’ t t h a t .

H e  a lw a y s  f o r g o t  t o  r e p r o a c h  w h e n  M a r t in , 
b y  h is  i m p u ls iv e n e s s  a n d  s e l f is h n e s s ,  f in a l ly  
l a n d e d  t h e m  in  E d e n  —  l a n d  o f  s n a k e s  a n d  
s w a m p s — a  c o u r s e  fr o m  w h ic h  M a r k ’s  s h r e w d 
n e s s  w o u ld  h a v e  s t e e r e d  c l e a r ; a n d  i t  w a s  h is  
e x a m p le ,  u n o b t r u s i v e  a s  i t  w a s  o b v i o u s ,  w h ic h  
b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  a l l  t h e  g o o d  t h e r e  w a s  in  
M a r t in .

M a r k  w i l l  n e v e r  d i e ; h is  lo y a l t y ,  h is  q u a in t  
h u m o u r ,  h is  e x u b e r a n t  o p t im is m  —  r e a l  a n d  
a s s u m e d — t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  a lo n e  w o u l d  im m o r 
t a l i s e  h im , i f  o n l y  t o  p r e s e n t  t o  u s  a  w a y  o f  
d i s c o v e r in g  in  o u r  b l a c k e s t  c l o u d  “  t h e  s i lv e r  
l i n i n g .”

P h i l i p  A .  C u r l y .



I l lu s t r a t e d  by J. L i t t le r .  V

(From sketches supplied by the Author).

a g a i n  d r o p p e d  a c r o s s  e a ch  
o th e r , a s  u s u a l ,  in  th e  w ild s . 
N o t  t h a t  w e  d id  n o t  m e e t  
n o w  a n d  t h e n  w i t h i n  t h e  
p r e c in c ts  o f  c iv i l is a t io n  ; w e  
h a d , a n d  e n jo y e d  o u r s e lv e s  

t o o ;  b u t  a ll  in y  m o r e  s e n s a t io n a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  
th e  c o m p a n y  o f  t h is  s t e r l in g  g o o d  b u t  e x t r a o r d in a r y  
m a n  h a p p e n e d  w h e n  w e  w e r e  t h r o w n  t o g e t h e r  fa r  
r e m o v e d  fro m  t h e  h a u n ts  o f  o u r  fe l lo w  c o u n t r y 
m en . Y o u  se e , I  h e l d — o ff  a n d  o n — c h a r g e  o f  a  
r a n g e  t h a t  f o l lo w e d  S p a r k e s ' r a i lw a y .  M y  w o r k  la y  
a lo n g  it . I  w a s  c o n s t a n t ly  u p  a n d  d o w n , m a r c h in g , 
s ta t io n  b y  s t a t io n , d u r in g  th e  c o o l w e a th e r , a n d  
t r a v e l l in g  b y  t r a in  o r t r o l le y  w h e n  t h e  a w f u l  h e a t s  
o r  s o a k in g  m o n s o o n  s u p e r v e n e d  ; w h i le  S p a r k e s , 
a s  tr a f f ic  o ffic e r , w a s  “ a l l  o v e r  t h e  s h o p " — h e r e  
to - d a y , th e r e  t o - m o r r o w — a n d  i t  w a s  t h u s  w e  s o  
o fte n  c o ll id e d .

W e  h a d  j u s t  u n d e r g o n e  a  c u r io u s  a d v e n t u r e — I  
m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  n a r r a t e  i t  l a t e r  o n — in  w h ic h  t w o  
la d ie s , fr e s h  fr o m  E n g la n d , p la y e d  th e  h e r o in e s ’ 
p a r ts , a n d  w h e r e in  S p a r k e s  a n d  I  p r e t t y  p r o m i
n e n t ly  fig u r e d . F o r  th e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h is  t a le ,  
I  w il l  p r e m is e  t o  th e  e x t e n t  o f  m e n t io n in g  t h a t  
m y  c h u m  h a d  b e c o m e  s e iz e d  w i t h  a  lo n g in g  to  
p r e s e n t  o n e  o f  th e s e  la d ie s  w i t h  a  t i g e r  s k in ,  to  
c a r r y  b a c k  t o  E n g la n d  a s  a  m e m e n to  o f  t h e  
a d v e n t u r e  I  a l lu d e  to , a n d  w h ic h ,  b y  t h e  w a y ,  h a d  
a  m o s t  s u c c e s s fu l  o u tc o m e . T h e  v e n u e  o f  t h e  
o c c u r r e n c e  l a y  in  a  lo n e  h i l l  f o r t ,  a  f e w  m ile s  o f f  
th e  r a i lw a y ,  w h i t h e r  S p a r k e s  a n d  I  h a d  w a n d e r e d  
o n e  d a y ,  a n d  w h e r e  w e  m e t  t h e  t w o  la d ie s , w h o  
h a d  jo u r n e y e d  t o  t h e  s p o t  a l l  t h e  w a y  fr o m  h o m e . 
B u t  t h a t ,  a s  K i p l i n g  s a y s , is  a n o t h e r  s t o r y  ; n o w  
fo r  t h is  o n e.

T h e r e  w a s  a  w e ir d  s e n s e  o f  lo n e lin e s s , a  d e s o la 
t io n  a b o u t  t h e  in t e r io r  o f  t h i s  f o r t  t h a t  c h il le d

o n e  to  t h e  m a r r o w , a n d  a n  in te n se  silence reigmd, 
h e a v y  in  i t s  o p p r e s s iv e n e s s . There stood tit 
t r a v e l le r s ’ b u n g a lo w , v e r y  seld o m  used since tie 
o p e n in g  o f  t h e  r a i lw a y  la rg e  trees environed 
i t ,  a n d  th e  u n d e r g r o w t h  flourished rant a- 
lu x u r i a n t .  W e  to o k  p o s se s s io n  o f one wing of tk 
h o u s e , a n d  s u m m o n e d  th e  S e p o y  or miliuij 
p e n s io n e r  in  c h a r g e  to  q u e s tio n  h im  on the subject 
o f  s p o rt .

“  A n y  w i ld  a n im a ls  to  b e  h a d , Sepoy ?” lad® 
th e  m a n  in  t h e  v e r n a c u la r .

“  T h e y  s a y  t h a t  c h e e t a h s  a n d  hyenas lurk in® 
fo r t ,  s ir ,  a n d  th o u g h  I  h a v e  n ever seen eitm 
I  h a v e  h e a r d  th e m  d u r in g  th e  night. B 
a fr a id  t o  r e m a in  in  t h i s  lo n e ly  p lace, so, as som® 
e v e n in g  fa l ls ,  w e  a lw a y s  g o  d o w n  to  the villa# ® 
th e  f o o t  o f  t h e  h il l .  B u t  th e r e  is a  tiger, sir, 
s a w  h im  o n ly  th e  o th e r  e v e n in g . The an'®a*,  ̂
th r o u g h  th e  b r e a c h e s  in  th e  w alls , lie 1 
d u r in g  t h e  d a y , a n d  g o  d o w n  to  th e  plain at nig®

fo r  p rey •”  (rid
“ B y  j i n g o !  i t ’s  g e t t i n g  interesting,

the S #S p a r k e s .  “  L o o k  h e r e ,”  h e  c o n tin u e d  to -  
“  h a s  n o  o n e  e v e r  a t t e m p t e d  to  k i l l  or capture 
t i g e r ? ” .

“ Y e s ,  s ir  ; a  fe w  m o n th s  a g o , owing t° & 
p la in t  b y  th e  v i l l a g e  fo lk s ,  th e  district w ^  
c a m e  h e r e  t o  t r y  a n d  c a tc h  th e  beast, w IC - 
b e e n  d e s t r o y i n g  c a t t le  fo r  a  lo n g  t line' 
g e n t le m a n  h a d  a  t r a p  m a d e , w hich

fl,
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ffitli live £oat3 *'o r  s c v e r a l n ig h t.s  ; b u t  to  n o  
purpose; th e c o lle c to r  h a d  b r o u g h t  u p  to o  m a n y  
followers. T h e  w h o le  f o r t  s w a r m e d  w i t h  m e n , so  
the tP er to o k  th e  a la r m  a n d  w a s  n e v e r  c a u g h t . 
The trap is  ly in g  w h e r e  t h e y  m a d e  it ,  a n d  is  in
good order.'’ ' '

And th e b e a st, y o u  s a y , is  s t i l l  a b o u t  ? ”
“ Yes, sir.”
“ By J o ve ! H e r v e y ,  h e r e ’s  a  c h a n c e  f o r  m y  

skin ; shall w e h a v e  a  t r y  V’ _
“ Y e s ; le t’s  g o  a n d  s e e  t h e  t r a p  t h is  e v e n in g .”
I instructed th e  S e p o y  to  b e  r o u n d  a b o u t  fo u r  

o’clock to c o n d u ct u s  t o  t h e  t r a p  a n d  s h o w  u s  
over the fort. S p a r k e s  f r e t t e d  a n d  fu m e d  ; a n d , 
as was h is w o n t w h e n e v e r  m o r e  t h a n  u s u a l ly  
excited, paced u p  a n d  d o w n , a s  i f  o n  s e n tr y - g o .

“ I say ! ”  he e x c la im e d , s u d d e n ly  c o m in g  t o  a  
halt before m e, “  I  d o n ’t  h a l f  l i k e  t h e  id e a . H a n g  
it all! there’ll  be n o  eclat in  g i v i n g  M r s . K e n t  th e  
skin of a b e a st I  d id  n o t  s h o o t  in  t h e  o p e n  ; 
sounds m ean.”

“ W hat so u n d s m e a n  ? ”
“ Why, tra p p in g  t h e  b r u t e ,  a n d  th e n  g i v i n g  h im  

his quietus th r o u g h  t h e  b a r s  o f  a  c o n fo u n d e d
cage!”

“ And th e  a lte r n a t iv e  ? ”
“ Shoot th e  b e g g a r  w h i le  h e ’s  o u t s id e — c o u ld  

point to the sk in  t h e n — s p o il  o f  m y  g u n , d o n ’ t  y o u  
know— k ille d  h im  s q u a r e ly , a n d  a l l  t h a t  s o r t  o f  
thing.”

“ M lia t ! r isk  y o u r  l i f e  f o r  a  m e r e  w h im , w h e li 
you have a t  h an d  a  p e r f e c t ly  s a fe  a n d  la u d a b le  
way of s a t is fy in g  i t  ? ”

“ Would sou n d  m e a n , n e v e r t h e le s s ,”  p e r s is te d  
Sparkes.

“ Nonsense m an  ! D o  y o u  im a g in e  t h a t  e ith e r  
-Irs. K en t o r h e r  d a u g h t e r  w i l l  a p p r e c ia t e  th e  
gift the less w h e n  t h e y  le a r n  t h a t  w e  t r a p p e d  th e  
tiger, and y o u  s h o t h im  s a f e ly  1 B e s id e s ,  w h a t  d c  
they know  o f th e  d a n g e r  o f  f a c i n g  th e s e  a n im a ls  

women n o t a  m o n th  in  th e  c o u n t r y  ? A  s k in  is 
a skin, and y o u  m a y  b e  s u r e  t h e y ’ ll  m a k e  m u c h  of 
i among th e ir  h o m e  fr ie n d s , a n d  s in g  y o u r  p ra ise s  
r|ght enough, n o  m a t t e r  h o w  y o u  p r o c u r e d  it ."

All righ t, a ll r ig h t ,  h a n g  i t ! d o n ’t  g r o w  e l o 
quent over it. Y ou  a r e  a lw a y s  p r e a c h in g  p r u d e n c e , 

ougk there's n o t a  y e a r ’s d if fe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  u s .”  
, e Ie.̂ ® ,riet ° h l  c h a p , ’t w i l l  b e  b u t  co m m o n  

11 p ru d e n ce . \ W a s  th e r e  n o  t r a p  a v a i l -
*!, 'VOl!!d a  d i f fe r e n t  p a ir  o f  s h o e s ; w e  

_ ,  sta' ^ th e  b r u t e ,  o r  s h o o t  h im  fr o m  a 
beat ■ k  ?  a t f° ™  m a d e  o n  a  t r e e ) , o r  o r g a n is e  a 
atanrf ^  ^  ‘ s ’ ê t  s  c a £e  h im , a n d  o n c e  in  I ’ll 
skull” ^ *° SGe ^ ° U s e n d  a  b u l l e t  t h r o u g h  h is

That e ven in g, a f t e r  te a , s h o u ld e r in g  o u r  r if le s  a s

a  p r e c a u t io n a r y  m e a s u r e , a n d  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  th e  
s e p o y , w e  p r o c e e d e d  to  in s p e c t  t h e  t i g e r  tra p . W e  
fo u n d  i t  in  a  r e m o te  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  fo r t if ic a t io n s , 
a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  s p e c ie s  o f  cul de sac, fo r m e d  b y  th e  
b a s t io n  w a l l  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d , a n d  a  n a tu r a l  r id g e  
o f  r o c k  o n  t h e  o th e r . T h is  r id g e  o f  g r a n i t e —  
e v id e n t ly  l e f t  u n t o u c h e d  b y  t h e  b u ild e r s  a s  to o  
fo r m id a b le  to  c u t a w a y — w a s  a b o u t  t w e n t y  y a r d s  
in  le n g t h , a n d  a lm o s t  e q u a l l in g  t h e  b a s t io n  in  
h e i g h t ; t h e  t w o  ra n  p a r a l le l ,  a b o u t  f if te e n  y a r d s  
a p a r t ,  a n d  th e  s p a c e  w a s  s h u t  in  a t  th e  f u r t h e r  
e n d  b y  t h e  r a m p a r t  p r o p e r , w h ic h  c o n t in u e d  a t  
r i g h t  a n g le s  to  t h e  b a s t io n  a fo r e s a id . T h e r e  w a s  
a  lo t  o f  t r e e s  a n d  u n d e r g r o w t h  in  a n d  a b o u t  th e  
p la c e , a f fo r d in g  a n  id e a l  c o v e r  fo r  t ig e r s  a n d  th e ir  
k in d . T h e  t r a p  w a s  m e r e ly  a n  e x a g g e r a t io n  o f  
t h e  o r d in a r y  b o x  r a t - t r a p ,  m a d e  o f  s t o u t  t im b e r  
b a r s , r o u g h ly  p u t  to g e t h e r , b u t  q u it e  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  r e q u ir e d . T h e  d o o r  w a s  u p , k e p t  
s o  b y  a  c r o s s  b e a m , t h a t ,  p la y i n g  o n  a  p a ir  o f  
s h e a r s , c a u g h t  o n  t o  t h e  n o tc h e d  h e a d  o f  th e  b a i t  
p o le  w h ic h  p r o t r u d e d  fr o m  t h e  in t e r io r  o f  th e  
c a g e  th r o u g h  t w o  o f  th e  r o o f  b a r s . T h e  b a i t  
w o u ld  b e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  n e th e r  e x t r e m it y  o f  th e  
p o le  ; a n d  a s  t h e  a n im a l ,  in  s e iz in g  t h e  m e a t, 
w o u ld  n a t u r a l l y  p u l l  to w a r d s  t h e  e x i t ,  s u c h  m o v e 
m e n t  w o u ld  r e s u lt  in  t h e  r e le a s e  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t in g  
c r o s s  b e a m , a n d  th e  d o w n f a l l  o f  t h e  d o o r. \V e  
c a r e f u l l y  e x a m in e d  t h e  w h o le  a p p a r a t u s  a n d  fo u n d  
i t  in  w o r k in g  o r d e r  ; so  w e  n o w  s e t  a b o u t  m a k in g  
o u r  a r r a n g e m e n ts .

“ W h a t ’s  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  t o  b a i t  th is  w it h ,  
S e p o y  1 ”  I  a s k e d , i n d ic a t in g  th e  tr a p .

“ A  s h e e p  o r  g o a t ,  s ir . I t  h a d  b e t t e r  b e  k i l le d  
h e r e , so  t h a t  th e  s m e ll  o f  t h e  b lo o d  m a y  a t t r a c t  
t h e  t ig e r .”

“  W h a t  w o u ld  b e  th e  p r o p e r  t im e  t o  d o  t h is  1 ”
“  I n  t h e  a f te r n o o n , s ir  ; t h e  t ig e r  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  

s e e n  e a r lie r . H e  r e m a in s  h id d e n  in  h is  la ir  a l l  
d a y ,  a n d  w a k e s  u p , a s  t h e  s u n  g o e s  d o w n , to  
d e s c e n d  t h e  h i l l  in  s e a r c h  o f  p r e y .”

“  W h ic h  h e  w o n ’t  d o  i f  Ire f in d s  s o m e th in g  r e a d y  
a t  h a n d  to  e a t  n e a r e r  h o m e , e h  1 ”

“  A lla h  k n o w s , s i r  ; y o u r  h o n o u r s  c a n  t r y .”
“  H a v e  y o u  a n y  id e a  w h e r e  h is  la ir  is  1 ”
“ N o , s i r ;  I  d o n ’t  t h i n k  h e  r e m a in s  in  a n y  

p a r t i c u la r  s p o t . T h e  e n t ir e  f o r t  is  o p e n  to  h i m —  
t h e  c h e e t a h s  a n d  h y e n a s  w o u ld  n o t  d a r e  t o  d is p u t e  
w i t h  h im .”

“ A n d  t h e r e  is  o n l y  o n e  I ”
“  T o  t h e  b e s t  o f  m y  b e lie f ,  s ir  ; th o u g h  a  s e c o n d  

v o ic e  h a s  b e e n  h e a r d  o c c a s io n a l ly .”
“  A  t ig r e s s , I  s u p p o s e  1 ”
“  M a y  b e , s ir .”
“  T h e  t i g e r  is  n o t  a  m a n -e a te r , Is h e  ? ”
“ N o , s i r ;  s in c e  h e  h a s  h a u n t e d  t h is  h i l l ,  n o w  

m o r e  th a n  th r e e  y e a r s ,  w e  h a v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  h is  
a t t a c k i n g  h u m a n  b e in g s .”
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“  I  w o n d e r  i f  l i e ’s  c lo s e  b y  n o w , w a t c h in g  u s  ? ”  
m u t t e r e d  S p a r k e s .

“ D o n ’t  s u g g e s t  th e  i d e a ! ” I  e x c la im e d . “  C o m e  
a l o n g ! A l l  r i g h t ,  S e p o y ; h e r e ’s  a  r u p e e , b u y  a  
g o a t .  H a v e  i t  s la u g h t e r e d  h e re , a n d  h a n g  u p  t h e  
c a r c a s e  a s  I  h a v e  s h o w n  y o u  ; u n d e r s ta n d  ? ”

“  Y e s ,  s ir .”
“  S e t  a b o u t  i t  a t  o n c e , a n d  w e  w i l l  c o m e  h e r e  

a g a in  in  t h e  m o r n in g .”
A f t e r  t iff in , o r  lu n c h e o n , S p a r k e s  a n d  I  g o t  in to  

o u r  e a s y  c h a ir s ,  s m o k e d , c h a t t e d ,  a n d  f in a lly  
s lu m b e r e d . I  w a s  t ir e d ,  a n d  m y  s le e p  m u s t  h a v e  
b e e n  s o u n d , fo r  w h e n  I  a w o k e  w i t h  a  s t a r t  i t  w a s

“  S t r a n g e ,”  I  m u t t e r e d ,  a n d  w e n t  round to fo 
b a c k  to  p r o s e c u te  m y  in q u ir ie s . N 0, no „ 
k n e w — n o  o n e  h a d  s e e n  m y  fr ie n d . A t first j 
w a s  n o t  c o n c e r n e d  a t  h is  a b s e n c e  ; I  thought he 
m ig h t  b e  n e a r  a t  h a n d , t a k i n g  sk e tc h e s  of someof 
th e  n u m e r o u s  in s c r ip t io n s  o n  th e  fort wall? 01 
s la b s , s to n e s , a n d  e l s e w h e r e ;  b u t  when, after'mr 
te a , o n  r e t u r n in g  t o  o u r  ro o m , I  noticed that his 
r i f le  w a s  n o t  r e s t in g  in  i t s  co rn e r, I  concluded 
t h a t ,  f in d in g  m e  h o p e le s s ly  a s le e p , he had gone olf 
o n  h is  “ o w n  h o o k ”  s o m e w h e r e , p ossib ly  down tie 
h i l l  to  g e t  a  lo n g  s h o t  a t  v j i n k a ,” ur species of 
s m a l l  d e e r  p e c u l ia r  t o  th o s e  p a rts , and herds of

t o  fin d  m y s e l f  a lo n e , t h e  s h a d o w s  le n g t h e n e d  o u t , 
w h i le  t h e  t i n k l e  o f  c u p s  a n d  s a u c e r s  in  th e  
v e r a n d a h  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  th e  s e r v a n t s  sve re  l a y i n g  
a f t e r n o o n  t e a .

“ W h e r e  is  t h e  g e n t l e m a n ? ” I  in q u ir e d ,  g o in g  
o u t  in t o  t h e  v e r a n d a h .

“ W e  k n o w  n o t, s ir ,”  r e p lie d  m y  “ b o y ” ; “ w e  
h a v e  n o t  s e e n  h im .”

w h ic h  w e  h a d  a lr e a d y  n o te d  g ra z in g  on the ^  
I  p u t  o n  m y  c a p , a s s u m e d  m y  rifle, descend 
t h e  h a m le t ,  a n d  a s k e d  i f  o u r  h o u s e k e e p e r s «   ̂
p e o p le  a b o u t  h a d  s e e n  th e  “ t a l l  £ent' en? ! j t0i 
t h e  n a t iv e s  u s u a l ly  s t y le d  h im . N o ;  he h 
p a s s e d  t h a t  w a y . N o w  s o m e w h a t  alarm e * 
t r a c e d  m y  s te p s , h o p in g  to  f in d  he had tur.D 
in  th e  in t e r v a l ,  a n d  i f  h e  h a d  n o t, I  detemn11
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. t0„etlier p a r ty  a n d  s e a r c h  fo r  h im . I  b e g a n  

to imagine all s o rts  o f  th in g s  ; p e r h a p s , p o o r  c h a p , 
had f a l l e n - b r o k e n  h is  le g  o r  s o m e t h i n g ; h e  

had got into a  h o le , o r — “ H a h  ! I  h a v e  i t ! ”  I  
exclaimed alou d , a s  th e  t h o u g h t  f la s h e d  a c r o s s  m y  
brain • " he has g o n e  to  s e e  i f  t h e  t i g e r  is  t r a p p e d . 
FI! just go a fte r  h im .” W i t h  t h i s  in t e n t ,  t h e r e 
fore, on re-en terin g  th e  f o r t  g a t e ,  in s te a d  o f  p r o 
ceeding over to  th e  b u n g a lo w , I  t u r n e d  o f f  s h a r p  
to the left, to w a rd s  th e  s p o t  w e  h a d  v is i t e d  in  th e  
morning. A s  J w e n t , I  b e c a m e  a l i v e  t o  t h e  d i f f i 
culty of the ta sk  b e fo r e  m e. I t  w a s  n e a r  s u n d o w n , 
about the tim e fo r  “ s t r i p e s ”  t o  b e  w a k in g  u p , a n d  
I was alone. 1 s lip p e d  a  c a r t r i d g e  in t o  m y  r ifle , 
and carried it a t  th e  r e a d y , I  lo o k e d  a b o u t  m e  
cautiously, ( l iv e n  t h a t  S p a r k e s  h a d  g o n e  t o  th e  
trap, where sh o u ld  I  fin d  h im  ? W o u ld  i t  n o t  
be more than l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  t ig e r ,  a t t r a c t e d  b y  
the slaughtered g o a t ,  w o u ld  b e  in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
tbe trap b y  n o w , i f  n o t  a c t u a l l y  a t  it , p o s s ib ly
in it f

I had to e x e rc ise  th e  u t m o s t  c a u t io n . P e r h a p s  
Sparkes had h it  u p o n  s o m e  “  d o d g e  ”  o f  h is  o w n  ; 
perhaps he w as in  a m b u s h  s o m e w h e r e , b e n t , a f t e r  
all, on shooting t h e  b e a s t  r a t h e r  th a n  a l lo w  h im  to  
be caged ; m y s u m m a r y  a p p e a r a n c e  o n  th e  s c e n e  
might not o n ly  s p o il s p o r t ,  b u t  m ig h t  e v e n  
jeopardise tuy fr ie n d , o r  m e , o r  b o th . I  a c c o r d 
ingly made up m y  m in d  t o  a v o i d  a p p r o a c h in g  b y  
the cut <h me. I  w a s  c lo s e  to  t h e  r a m p a r t ; I  
climbed it  a t a  s p o t  w h e r e  t h e  in n e r  f a c i n g  h a d  
fallen in, and, c r e e p in g  s t e a l t h i l y  a lo n g  t i l l  I  c a m e  
to the b astio n , I  p e e r e d  o v e r  t h e  c r e n u la te d  
parapet into th e  b lin d  a l l e y  b e n e a t h .  I  c o u ld  
just see the tr a p  ; la r g e  t r e e s  c u r t a i le d  t h e  v ie w  
of the ground im m e d ia t e ly  in  f r o n t  o f  i t ; b u t  
"hat on earth  w a s  t h a t  in  t h e  c a g e  ? I  m a d e  o u t  
the carcass o f th e  g o a t , la s h e d  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  th e  
bait pole ; h u t th e re , a t  i t s  s id e , k n e e l in g  o n  o n e  
knee, w ith  h is r ifle  a t  th e  r e a d y ,  a n d  h is  g a z e  
intently fixed  b e fo re  h im  w a s — S p a r k e s !  I  s a w  
1,n d istinctly th r o u g h  t h e  b a r s  o f  t h e  t r a p  ; th e r e  

"as an eager, e x p e c ta n t  lo o k  i n  h is  s t e a d y  e y e  ; 
13 pose w as firm  a n d  m o t io n le s s  ; h is  f in g e r  on 

the trigger of h is  p ie c e .
I m arvelled a t  th e  s ig h t  ; b u t  w h e n  I  fu r t h e r  
"  t u t  the floor teas up, I  r e a l is e d  th e  t e r r ib le  

anger m y f r ie n d ’s h a r e - b r a in e d  r e c k le s s n e s s  
p aced  h im  in . T h e  t i g e r  m ig h t  m a k e  h is  

L- earf ’T1C.G a * a n y  m o m e n t ; S p a r k e s  m ight  d r o p  
emmn ,  , s h ° t  ! b u t  t h e  c h a n c e s  w e r e
man h °  t lC c o ,ltr a r y .  f ° r ,  t h o u g h  a  f a i r  in a r k s -  

6 " aS a t  ^ ie  b e s t  t u t  a n  in e x p e r ie n c e d  
u n W ^ . ^ j o rts rn a n )- T h e n  a g a in ,  I  k n e w  t h a t ,  
-m an ? C"  111 SOme v i t a l  P a r t > a  w o u n d e d  t ig e r  
and hr!,a ?  ,°r n o t — a lw a y s  c h a r g e s  o n  b e i n g  h i t ; 
"oald fcC ' o a ^ e f  th o u g h  h e  h e ld  in  h is  h a n d , 

Parkes h a v e  t im e  to  s la p  in  a n o th e r

c a r t r id g e  b e fo r e  t h e  b e a s t ,  i n f u r ia t e d  w it h  p a in , 
s p r a n g  o n  h im  th r o u g h  t h a t  o p e n  d o o r  ?

A l l  th e s e  t h o u g h t s  r a c e d  t h r o u g h  m y  m in d  l ik e  
s u c c e s s iv e  f la s h e s  o f  l ig h t n in g .  H o w  c o u ld  I  h e lp  
h im  ?— h o w  s u c c o u r  h im  ? I  h a d  le a r n t  t o  lo v e  
t h a t  h e e d le s s , j o y o u s  s p i r i t  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  a  
b r o th e r 's  lo v e  ; h e  h a d  e n d e a r e d  h im s e lf  t o  m e  in  
a  t h o u s a n d  w a y s  ; a n d  h e r e  h e  w a s ,  w i t h in  f i f t y  
f e e t  o f  w h e r e  I  c r o u c h e d , in  t b e  g r a v e s t  p e r il ,  a n d  
I  p r a c t i c a l ly  u n a b le  t o  a id  h im  ! M y  t o n g u e  
c le a v e d  t o  t h e  r o o f  o f  m y  m o u t h  ; I  t r ie d  to  
w h is p e r  h is  n a m e , b u t  m y  v o ic e  r e f u s e d  i t s  o ffic e  ; 
h o w  c o u ld  I  a t t r a c t  h is  a t t e n t i o n  ?— h o w  p la c e  h im
o u t  o f ----- T h e n ,  a s  i f  G o d  h a d  s p o k e n  to  m e , I
r e a l is e d  t h a t  i f  t h a t  d o o r  c o u ld  o n ly  b e  s h u t ,  m y  
f r ie n d  w o u ld  b e  p u t  o u t  o f  im m e d ia t e  d a n g e r ; fo r , 
w i t h  th o s e  s t o u t  b a r s  p r o t e c t in g  h im , h e  m ig h t  
la u g h  a t  t h e  t ig e r ,  a n d  s h o o t  h im  d o w n  in  p e r f e c t  
s a f e t y .  I  a g a in  e s s a y e d  m y  v o ic e  ; no , I  c o u ld  
n o t  s p e a k .  I  w a s  o n  t h e  p o in t  o f  a t t r a c t i n g  h is  
a t t e n t i o n  b y  t h r o w in g  a  s m a ll  s t o n e  a t  h im , w h e n  
h e  s u d d e n ly  j e r k e d  h is  r ifle  t o  h is  s h o u l d e r ; 
sim u ltan eou sly I  raised  m in e ;  t h e r e  w a s  a  d u a l  
r e p o r t ,  fo l lo w e d  b y  a  t e r r i b l e  r o a r , a n d  w h e n  th e  
s m o k e  l i f t e d  I  s a w — w h a t  ? the d oor dow n ;  t h e  
t ig e r ,  s t r e a m in g  w it h  b lo o d  fr o m  a  w o u n d  in  th e  
s id e , r a m p a n t  o n  h is  h in d  le g s  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r a p  
b a r s , s c r a t c h in g  s p lin te r s  fr o m  t h e  s t o u t  t im b e r s  
in  f u t i l e  a t t e m p t s  to  r e a c h  h is  e n e m y  w i t h i n .  
T h e n  a n o t h e r  s p u r t  o f  f la m e  fr o m  t h e  i n t e r io r  o f  
t h e  t r a p ,  a n d  t h e  b ig  c a t ,  f a l l in g  o v e r  o n  h is  h e a d , 
g a v e  a  f e w  k i c k s  a n d  d ie d . S p a r k e s ’ s e c o n d  s h o t , 
w i t h  m u z z le  a lm o s t  t o u c h in g  t h e  b r u te , h a d  b lo w n  
i t s  b r a in s  t o  t h e  fo u r  w i n d s  o f  h e a v e n  !

“ A r e  y o u  h u r t ,  o ld  m a n ? ”  I  a s k e d , a t  le n g t h  
f in d in g  u t te r a n c e .

“  H a l lo a  ! i t ’s  y o u . T h o u g h t  I  h e a r d  s o m e o n e  
fire . O h , I 'm  a l l  r i g h t  j  b u t ,  h a n g  i t  ! h o w  a m  I  
t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h is  ? C o m e  d o w n  fr o m  y o u r  ro o s t , 
H e r v e y ,  a n d  h e lp  m e  t o  r a is e  t h i s  c o n fo u n d e d  
d o o r .”

C lo s e  b y  w a s  a  r u in e d  b i t  o f  w a l l ; I  h a s t i l y  
c l im b e d  d o w n , a n d  in  a  f e w  m in u t e s  r e le a s e d  m y  
f r ie n d .

“  F o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h i n g  d r o p p e d  w h e n  i t  d id ,”  
s a id  h e , “ o r  I  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  m a u le d  t o  r ib b o n s , 
p e r h a p s  c h a w e d  u p  e n t i r e ly .  C a n  y o u  a c c o u n t  
fo r  i t ? ”

“  I  t h i n k  I  c a n ,” I  r e p lie d ,  s m il in g .
“  H o w ? ”
“  I ’l l  g iv e  y o u  a  h o is t  u p  ; g o  a n d  e x a m in e  th e  

t o p  o f  t h e  b a i t  p o le .”
“  W h a t  t h e  d e u c e  f o r  ? ”
“  T o  a s c e r t a in  w h a t  c a u s e d  t h e  d o o r  t o  c o m e  

d o w n .”
H e  g a v e  m e  a  lo o k  o f  i n c r e d u l i t y  a s  I  h e lp e d  

h im  u p . H o w e v e r ,  h e  c la m b e r e d  a c r o s s  a n d  
s to o p e d  o v e r  t h e  p r o je c t in g  e n d  o f  t h e  b a i t  p o le .
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“  W h y ,”  h e  e x c la im e d , “  h a n g e d  i f  th e r e ’s n o t  a  
b u l le t  e m b e d d e d  in  th e  w o o d  ! D id  y o u  fire  in  
t h is  d ir e c t io n , H e r v e y  1 W h e n  I  h e a r d  t h e  s e c o n d  
r e p o r t  I  m a d e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  f e l l e r — w h o e v e r  h e  
w a s — -had  t a k e n  a  s h o t  a t  t h e  v a r m in t .”

“  I  n e v e r  s a w  th e  v a r m in t  t i l l  h e  c a m e  f o r  y o u , 
a n d  r e a r e d  h i m s e lf  u p  a g a in s t  t h e  c a g e .”

“ W e l l ,  w h y  d id  y o u  fire  a t  t h is  c o n fo u n d e d  b it

te n s io n  h a d  b e e n  p o w e r fu l ,  a n d  th e  reaction 
r e s p o n d in g ly  u n n e r v in g . T h e r e , in that solitmk 
w i t h  t h e  d e a d  t ig e r  a t  o u r  fe e t , w e  stood facJJJ 
fa c e , a n d  h e a r t - t o - l ie a r t  ; o u r  so u ls  went out to 
e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  h o w e v e r  s t r o n g  o u r mutual regad 
m a y  h a v e  h i t h e r t o  b e e n , t h e  b o n d  of union tk 
h e ld  u s  w a s  c e m e n te d  t e n f o ld  d u rin g  those f» 
m in u t e s ’ in d u lg e n c e  o f  in t e n s e  fee lin g , when ok

“ W H Y ," HE EXCLAIM ED , “ HANGED IF  TH ER E'S NOT A B U L L E T  EM BED DED  IN TH E W O O D !''

o f  w o o d  ? y o u r  b u l le t  m ig h t  h a v e  g la n c e d  a n d  
p e r fo r a te d  m e .”

“  N o t  l i k e l y  I ’d  m is s  s u c h  a  m a r k  a t  a  fe w  
p a c e s .”

“  N o  ; a n d  y o u ’v e  h i t  i t  fa ir  a n d  s q u a r e  ; b u t  
h a n g  i t ,  m a n  ! w h a t  m a d e  y o u  f i fe  a t  i t  a t  a l l  ? ”

“ T o  lo w e r  th e  d o o r .”
“  T o  lo w e r  t h e  d o o r  ! ” h e  e c h o e d .
“ Y e s ,  ’tw a s  a  s u d d e n  in s p ir a t io n , in  w h i c h — a s  

t i l in g s  h a v e  tu r n e d  o u t — I  see  t h e  fin g e r  o f  G o d . 
A t  th e  v e r y  m o m e n t  y o u  p u l le d  t h e  tr ig g e r ,  I  
fire d  a t  t h a t  b i t  o f  w o o d ; a n d  y o u  k n o w  t h e  
r e s u lt .”

H e  u n d e r s to o d  i t  n o w . “  T h a t  I  a m  u n h u r t ,”  
h e  s a id  in  a l t e r e d  to n e s , c l im b in g  d o w n  fr o m  h is  
p e r c h , a n d  H in g in g  h is  a rm s  r o u n d  m y  n e c k , 
“  D e a r  o ld  c h a p ! ”  h e  m u r m u r e d  “  y o u  h a v e  
s a v e d  m y  l i f e  ; G o d  b le s s  y o u  ! ”

W e  w e re  b o th  a ffe c te d  w e l ln ig h  to  te a r s , f o r  th e

s w e e t  t o u c h  o f  n a tu r e  m a d e  u s  m ore that ew 
k i n  !

♦  *  *  *  *

“ B u t  w h a t  in d u c e d  y o u  to  t r y  on such anal 
t r ic k ,  in  s p ite  o f  m y  a d v i c e  to o  V' I  asked, as«« 
w e n d e d  o u r  w a y  b a c k  t o  th e  b u n g a lo w .

“  W e l l ,  y o u  s e e , I  t h o u g h t  th e r e ’d be really]1101]1 
dclat in  p r e s e n t in g  M r s .  K e n t  w ith  the ska > 
I  s h o t  t h e  b e a s t  in  t h e  o p e n  instead of * 
t r a p p i n g  h im . I  k n e w  y o u ’d  t r y  and dissu 
m e  ; so  w h e n  y o u  w e r e  c o m fo r ta b ly  asleep, 1 J 
s n e a k e d  o u t  u n s e e n  b y  a  s o u l. T h e  rest J

“  B u t  w h y  o n  e a r th  d i d  y o u  n o t low er the; 
Y o u  c o u ld  h a v e  s h o t  t h e  b e a s t  as easily t ro 
t h e  b a r s , a n d  in  s a f e t y .”  . j.

“  W o u ld  h a v e  s o u n d e d  m e a n ,”  h e  rephe 
c a lly .

I  s t a r e d  a t  h im , a n d  “  d r ie d  u p ."



S Y N O P S I S .— ( C h a p te r s  I . — X I I .)
At the outbreak of the Boer War. three young men, Geoff 

and Bernard (generally known as “ Bunny ”i Bigby, and Guy 
Bunsen, formerly school-fellows together in England, find 
themselves obliged to leave Johannesburg. However, Bunsen 
shams ill. and remains behind. Geoff and Bunnv, after an 
eiciting journey, arrive, with their mother, at Jlaritzburg. 
Leaving Mrs. Bigby here, they go to the front on their own 
account as scouts. Coming into contact with the Boers, 
OeoS escapes but Bunny is captured. Having broken the 
rad news to his mother, Geeff goes down to meet his brother 
nugh at Durban. They read in a Boer newspaper that 
nunny is a prisoner at Pretoria; Geoff thinks of a plan to 
l,s®  him and one Jack Rosenthal, a friend, who is also in 
gaol there, which is that he should pose as a Boer, and Hugh 
Wet11 blticer, his prisoner, whom he is escorting to

, a' Tlj!ls disguised they set out, meeting with several 
foventures ea mute, eachof their horses being commandeered 
■ ■ nr' At ngt h,  shortly after leaving Harrismith, Geoff’s 

taken by a field cornet, whilst he himself is 
erea t° n r  mi his “ commando” with all speed. Hugh 

Rn^*s’i ant r‘ joins Geoff. Eventually, they near Pretoria,
thpmic < ''isl r<-*cogmsed Hugh, when in walks Geoff in guise of a Boer.

C H A P T E R  X I I I .

GEOFF THE GEXIUS.
Ifu

reolie^ T  ]  s llou .,d  s a y  y o u  a r e ; ra vin y  m a d ,’ 
trembl' a • to  c o ° l  a n d  c a lm , b ill
Rim« e x c i t e m e n t  a lm o s t  a s  m u c h  as

^  h im s e lf:  “  W h i c h - w h e r e  ? ”

“  T h e  y o u n g  B o e r  j u s t  c o m e  in . I t  is  G e o ff , I ’l l  
t a k e  m y  o a th  to  i t ,  J a c k — d o  y o u  t h in k  I  w o u ld n 't  
r e c o g n is e  o ld  G e o f f  in  a n y  d is g u is e  ? ”

“ I  d o  b e lie v e  y o u ’re  r i g h t , ” s a id  J a c k  R o s e n 
t h a l .  “  T h o s e  t w o  h a v e  s o m e  g a m e  o n , o ld  m a n  ; 
w e  m u s t  t a k e  c a r e  n o t  t o  g iv e  i t  a w a y ; w e
m u s t n ’t  k n o w  t h e m ---- - ”

“ N o ,  w e  w o n ’t — w e  w o n ’t  ; b u t  le t ’s  g e t  n e a re r
a n d  s e e  i f  w e  c a n  le a r n  a n y t h i n g  o f  th e  g a m e ---- ’ ’

G e o f f  m e a n w h i le  w a s  d e e p  in  t h e  m id s t  o f  a  
c o n v e r s a t io n  w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  B o e r s  o n  d u t y  a s  
w a r d e r s . H e  s p o k e  r a t h e r  l o u d ly  a n d  in  a n  
a n im a t e d  a n d  e x c it e d  m a n n e r , p e e r in g  a b o u t  th e  
w h i le  a s  t h o u g h  t o  lo o k  f o r  s o m e o n e . H e  s a w  
B u n n y ,  b u t  m a d e  n o  s ig n , t h o u g h  h is  fa c e  s e e m e d  
s u d d e n l y  to  H ush a n d  h is  b r e a t h in g  to  p a u s e  fo r  
a n  in s t a n t .  B u n n y  o v e r h e a r d  h is  w o r d s  n o w , 
h a v in g  c o m e  c lo s e r  in .

“  H e  w a s  a  lo n g - le g g e d , ta n n e d , h u n g r y  lo o k in g  
r a s c a l in  a  tr o o p e r ’s  u n ifo r m . I  s p e n t  m o n e y  o n  
h im  o n  th e  w a y  u p , a n d  f e d  h im  l i k e  a  p r in c e  ; 
t h e y  to o k  h im  fr o m  m e  a t  t h e  f ir s t  r a i lw a y  s ta t io n , 
a n d  s e p a r a te d  u s — th e r e  h e  is , t h e  u g ly  r a s c a l — I  
m u s t  h a v e  m y  m o n e y  out. o f  h im .”

“ G o  a n d  a s k  h im  fo r  i t  b y  a l l  m e a n s ,”  s a id  th e  
w a r d e r .

G e o f f  a p p r o a c h e d  h is  b r o th e r .
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“ N o w  t h e n , y o u ,” h e  s a id , s p e a k in g  E n g l is h  
w i t h  a  s t r o n g  B o e r  a c c e n t , “ y o u ’d  b e t t e r  s e t t le  
a c c o u n ts  w i t h  m e  ; t h o u g h t  y o u  w e r e  g o in g  to  
g e t  o ff, d id  y o u  ? I t ’s t h r e e  p o u n d s  y o u ’v e  g o t  to  
g iv e  m e , a n d  h e r e ’s  t h e  b i l l . ”

H e  h a n d e d  H u g h  a  s lip  o f  p a p e r , w h ic h  H u g h  
g la n c e d  a t  a n d  c r u m p le d  u p . T h e n  H u g h  p r o 
d u c e d  so m e  m o n e y  a n d  p a id  i t  o v e r  to  h is  b r o th e r , 
g r a v e ly  p r o t e s t in g  t h a t  h e  h a d  c h a r g e d  h im  f u l l y  
t h r e e  s h il l in g s  fo r  e v e r y o n e  s p e n t , in s te a d  o f  tw o , a s  
a r r a n g e d . G e o f f  s a id  n o t h in g  m o r e  ; h e  p o c k e te d  
t h e  m o n e y  a n d  w e n t  o u t , b e s t o w in g  a  g r in  a n d  a  
w i n k  in  B u n n y ’s  d ir e c t io n  a s  h e  t u r n e d  t o  c lo s e  t h e  
g a t e  b e h in d  h im . T h e  n e w l y  a r r iv e d  p r is o n e r s  
w e r e  h u s t le d  a w a y , a f t e r  th e  c e r e m o n y  o f  r e g is 
t r a t io n , t o  t h e i r  s le e p in g  p la c e s , a n d  B u n n y  s a w  
n o t h in g  m o r e  o f  H u g h  u n t i l  n e x t  m o r n in g .

N e i t h e r  h e  n o r  J a c k  s le p t  m u c h  t h a t  n ig h t . 
E x c i t e m e n t  m u r d e r e d  s le e p . N e i t h e r  d a r e d  t h e y  
s p e a k  o f  th e  m a t t e r  s o  c lo s e  t o  th e ir  h e a r ts , l e s t  
o t h e r s  s h o u ld  h e a r — t h e  a b s o r b in g , b u r n in g  s e c r e t  
m u s t  l ie  a n d  s m o u ld e r  w i t h i n  t h e  b r a i n  o f  e a c h .

B u t  in  t h e  m o r n in g  t h e  b r o th e r s  m e t , w h e n  t h e  
p r is o n e r s  s t r o l le d — a  s a d , b r o k e n - s p ir i te d  c r e w  fo r  
t h e  m o s t  p a r t — a b o u t  th e  g r o u n d s .

“ C o m e  a s id e  a n d  h a v e  a  q u ie t  c h a t , ’’ H u g h  
m u r m u r e d , a s  B u n n y  j o i n e d  a  g r o u p  o f  w h o m  
h is  b r o th e r  fo r m e d  o n e . “  W e  d o n ’t  k n o w  e a c h  
o t h e r ,  m in d , e x c e p t  c a s u a l ly  a s  f e l lo w  c a p t iv e s .”

P r e s e n t ly  t h e  t w o  s t r o l le d  a w a y  t o g e t h e r .
“ T e l l  m e  e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  c a n ,” s a id  B u n n y . 

“ F i r s t ,  i s  m o t h e r  a l l  r i g h t ? ”  A n d ,  r e a s s u r e d  o n  
t h i s  p o in t ,  h e  c o n t in u e d  : “  N o w , e x p la i n — w h y  
a r e  y o u  a  p r is o n e r , a n d  h o w  d i d  y o u  g e t  in to  t h e  
L i g h t  H o r s e , a n d  h o w  o n  earth  h a s  d e a r  o ld  G e o f f  
c o n t r iv e d  t o  fo l lo w  y o u  s o  q u ic k l y  a n d  n o t  g e t  
n a b b e d  ? ”

H u g h  e x p la in e d  e v e r y t h in g ,  t e l l in g  in  b r ie f  t h e  
s t o r y  o f  t h e i r  e n te r p r is e  a s  w e  k n o w  it .

“ W h a t , a l l  t o  fe t c h  m e  o u t  o f  h e r e ? ” s a id  
B u n n y , w i t h  m u c h  fe e l in g . “ W e l l ,  y o u  are  a  
p a ir  o f  b r i c k s ! I  am, g r a t e f u l ! ”  h e  a d d e d  a f t e r  
a  m o m e n t.

“ D o n ’t  t h a n k  m e , o ld  c h a p ,” la u g h e d  H u g h ,  
“ fo r , to  t e l l  y o u  t h e  t r u t h ,  I  w a s  r a t h e r  a g a in s t  
i t ,  a n d  t o l d  G e o f f  I  c o n s id e r e d  h is  p la n  q u it e  a  
r o t t e n  o n e  a t  f irs t , b u t  I  c a m e  r o u n d  a f t e r  a  w h i le ,  
a n d  a g r e e d . D e a r  o ld  G e o f f  is  r e a l l y  n  g e n iu s  in  
t h e  w a y  o f  m im ic r y . G r e a t  S c o t t  1 h e ’s  a  b e t t e r  
B o e r  th a n  t h e y  a r e  t h e m s e lv e s — h e  h a s n ’t  o n c e  
b e e n  s u s p e c te d .”

“ W h a t ’s  h e  g o in g  to  d o  n e x t ?  I s  th e r e  a n y  
p la n ,  o r  d o  w e  w a i t  u p o n  o p p o r t u n i t y ? ”

“  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  y o u . W e  w e r e  
s e p a r a t e d  b e fo r e  w e  h a d  h a d  o u r  l a s t  t a lk ,  b u t ,  o f  
c o u r s e , w e  c o u ld n ’t  h a v e  s e t t le d  f in a l ly ,  a n y h o w , 
u n t i l  w e  h a d  s e e n  h o w  t h e  la n d  l a y  h e r e . I t  s e e m s  
t o  m e  t h a t  t h is  p la c e  w o u ld  b e  e a s i l y  e n o u g h  g o t

o u t  o f, i f  t h a t  w e r e  a l l .  I t ’s  after  getting onto! 
q u a d  t h a t  t h e  r e a l  d i f f i c u lt y  b egins, i ly  ija 
i s  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  r a t h e r  l i k e  fe llo w s  to try anj 
g e t  a w a y ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e y  m ig h t have Eotne 
e x c u s e  f o r  s h o o t in g  in s t e a d  o f  fe e d in g  them. Thej 
e n c o u r a g e d  p r is o n e r s  t o  a t t e m p t  to  escape in the 
la s t  w a r , y o u  k n o w , in  o r d e r  to  sh o o t them down 
t h e  m o m e n t  t h e y  d id .  I t ’s a  fa v o u r ite  Boer trick, 
l i k e  t h e  w h i t e  f la g  d o d g e .”

“ W e  s h a l l  h a v e  t o  b e  j o l l y  c a r e fu l!" Bunny 
s ig h e d . T h e n  h e  e n t e r t a in e d  H u gh  with m 
a c c o u n t  o f  h is  o w n  c a p tu r e . “  Blithering idiot 
t h a t  I  w a s  ! ”  h e  e n d e d . “  I f  J  h ad  managed a 
w e l l  a s  o ld  G e o f f  I  s h o u ld n ’t  b e  in  this beastly 
h o le , n o r  y o u  e i t h e r ,  o ld  c h a p  ; nor would Geoff 
b e  i n  h o u r l y  d a n g e r  o f  b e in g  sp o tted . You re
m e m b e r  J a c k  K o s e n t h a l ,  b y  th e  b y e ?  Well,he? 
h e r e  to o . I  w is h  w e  c o u ld  t a k e  h im  on when wt 
e s c a p e , i f  e v e r  w e  d o — h e ’s  s im p ly  spoiling to get 
b a c k  t o  t h e  f r o n t .”

“  W e ’re  g o in g  t o  t a k e  h im  o n — it ’s part of the 
p la n . B y  t h e  b y e , d i d  I  s h o w  y o u  Geoff’s bill of 
la s t  n ig h t  ? D o n ’t  b e  se e n  re a d in g  it, though I 
d o n ’t  s u p p o s e  a n y  B o e r  w o u ld  understand muclt 
o f  t h e  d r i f t  o f  i t . ”

B u n n y  t o o k  t h e  p a p e r  a n d  read . I t  was as 
o r ig in a l  d o c u m e n t , a n d  r a n  a s  fo llo w s

The hill of Pieter Kupper for to feed the Mr. Enpii 
man who come from, Nicholson’s Nek to Pretoria intoih 
Lock House there.

AT HARtll SMITH.

Beefs and beers and lofes............schillings 18
Many eggs every day but alto

gether the same ............ „ 1?
The boil-hen at Vrede ............  „
Milks and veggetubbles 3 days ... „ Js
To drink for Pieter Kuyper ... » “

Founds 3 schillings M
The Englishman please to remember if there 

Pieter Kuyper will come back, in three days he will ret 
but sooner perhaps. Mr. Englishman please to retnetn 
all he eat and drink. P. K. also tink nut de be* 
Maybe he remember sometink.

B u n n y  la u g h e d  q u ie t ly  o v e r  t h is  docum ent.
“  O f  c o u r s e , h e  m e a n s  u s  to  g a th er that hea 

w o r k in g  a w a y  fo r  id e a s , a n d  t h a t  w e  may see  ̂
in  t h r e e  d a y s  o r  s o o n e r , a n d  t h a t  w e  are to this* 
to o .”  .

A f t e r  a  w h i le ,  a n d  w h e n  a  go o d  opp°rtn5jt 
o ffe r e d , J a c k  R o s e n t h a l  w a s  ta k e n  into con* 
t io n ,  a n d  t h e  t h r e e  c o n s p ir a to r s  paced 4 j  
t h e  g r o u n d s , w h i c h  w e r e  f a i r l y  large. So®6 . 
t h e  p r is o n e r s  p la y e d  fo o tb a l l ,  a n d  others a rt 
g a m e  o f  c r i c k e t ,  d o in g  t h e i r  b e s t  to 
s o r r o w s  o f  c a p t i v i t y  in  t h u s  fa in t ly  re c a llin g  
p a s t im e s  o f  h a p p ie r  d a y s  in  t h e  o ld  country. ^ 
a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  s t r o l le d  d o w n  to  th e en <> 
g r o u n d s . T h e r e  w a s  a  p la n ta t io n  o f y oun°
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POJNG T H F IR  BEST TO FO RG ET TH E SORROWS OF CAPTIVITY.

T h e r e  w a s  o n ly  
o n e  s u b je c t  in  th e s e  
c o n v e r s a t io n s  ; th e

and bushes her*?, a n d  H u g h  m a d e  th e  r e m a r k  t h a t  
if it came to c h a n g in g  c lo t h e s — w h ic h  i t  m ust fo r  
him and J a ck , a t  a n y  r a te , w h o  w e r e  in  E n g l is h  
uniforms, b e fo re  t h e y  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  d r e a m  o f  
getting a w a y -  tin s  w o u ld  b e  t h e  p la c e  to  d o  th e  
change.

“ ^es,” said J a c k  r a t h e r  d i s m a l l y ;  “ w h e n  o n e  
comes to th in k  o f  it , t h e r e ’s  a  d e u c e d  lo t  b e t w e e n  
us and freedom , e v e n  n o w .”
1( ' ^ e h aven 't b e gu n  y e t ,”  s a id  s a n g u in e  B u n n y  ; 

well m ake th in g s  s p in  a  b i t  o n c e  w e  s t a r t .”
I d a re sa y ; b u t  h o w  s h a ll  w e  e v e r  s t a r t  ? H o w  

is Geoff goin g  to  h e lp  u s ?  H e  c a r / t  e v e n  g e t  in  
jv en he likes, a n d  it h e  d id ,  I  d o n ’t  q u it e  s e e  h o w  
hes going to  b r in g  d is g u is e s  w i t h  h im .”

Dash 11 “ II. J a c k ,  d o n ’ t  c r o a k  ! ”  la u g h e d
Bunny. MV, c a n t  d o  a n y t h i n g  fo r  o u r s e lv e s , o f
course; but o ld  G e o f f ’s  o u t s id e ,  a n d  w e  m u s t  
'rust to h im .”

• . Î1 . mu s t n ' t  e x p e c t  too  m u c h  o f  h im ,”
• 111 , : "  h u t  t h e r e — I  w o n ’t  c r o a k  ; G e o f f ’s  a
soon C *Tei *e llo w t a n d  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  a n y b o d y  I ’d 

» *a U  " o r k ' n& o u r  b u s in e s s  o u t s id e .”  
nriinn1̂  -^ Ie n e x t  C0UP le  ° f  c la y s , t h e  th r e e  
shim- 6f!> ,0 " n<* v e r y  d i f f ic u lt  to  m a k e  a  d e c e n t  
games°tl C01ll,,osure- T h e y  t r ie d  to  j o i n  in  t h e  
wished t ' at ']'en t ° n ’ a n ^ c o n v e r s e t l " 'r 'h  a n y  w h o

Vol, iii.—39

w a r, a n d  t h e  p r o s 
p e c t ,  i f  a n y , o f  e x c h a n g e . N o  o n e  s p o k e  

o f  e s c a p e , o r  i f  t h e  s u b je c t  w e re  c a s u a l ly  m e n tio n e d , 
i t  w a s  o n ly  t o u c h e d  u p o n  a s  a n  u n r e a lis a b le  id e a l i t y ,  
s u c li  a s  U t o p ia  o r  th e  M il le n n iu m .

C H A P T E R  X I V .
THE NEW WARDER.

Meanwhile, G e o f f  w a s  n o t  id le . G e o f f  w a s  n o t  
t h e  k in d  to  a l lo w  th e  g r a s s  t o  g r o w  u n d e r  h is  f e e t : 
h e  w a s  t r y in g  to  w o r k  o u t  a  p la n  w h ic h  h e  h a d  
c o n c e iv e d  fo r  th e  e s c a p e  a n d  r e tr e a t  o f  th e  w h o le  
p a r t y  o f  f o u r — a t a s k  o f  w h o s e  d i f f ic u lt y  a m i 
m a g n it u d e  h e  w a s  q u it e  c o n s c io u s , th o u g h  i t  d id  
n o t  d e t e r  h im .

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  G e o f f  to o k  t h e  tr a in  to  J o h a n n e s 
b u r g , in  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  a  fe w  e n q u ir ie s . H e  w o u ld  
s c a r c e ly  h a v e  r e c o g n is e d  th e  to w n . H a l f  th e  
s h o p s  a n d  p la c e s  o f  b u s in e s s — n a y , th r e e - q u a r t e r s  
o f  t h e m — w e r e  s h u t  u p , t o g e t h e r  w it h  th e  d w e l l in g  
h o u s e s  a t t a c h e d .

G e o f f  w e n t  s t r a ig h t  to  t h e  h o u s e  o f  th e  B a n k e r  
V o n  K r y g k r a f t ,  w h o m  h e  d e v o u t ly  h o p e d  to  fin d  
a w a y  fr o m  h o m e , a t  t h e  w a r  fo r  c h o i c e ; fo r  th o u g h  
lie  w a s  a n  a d m ir e r  o f  t h e  r ic h  b a n k e r , a n d  h o p e d  
o n e  d a y  to  m a k e  h im  h is  fa th e r - in - la w , y e t  e v e r y 
t h in g ,  G e o f f  s a id  to  h im s e lf , s h o u ld  b e  in  i ts  r ig h t  
p la c e , a n d  t h e  r ig h t  p la c e  fo r  V e s t a ’s  f a t h e r  a t
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t h is  c r is is  w a s  u n d o u b t e d ly 'a s  fa r  a s  p o s s ib ly  fro m  
J o h a n n e s b u r g . - \

G e o f f  r a n g  a t  t h e  b e ll  a n d  a s k e d  fo r  t h e - y o u n g  
m is tr e s s .

“  T h e  m a s te r  is  a w a y  a t  t h e  w a r , is  h e  h o t  ? ”  h e  
a d d e d , in  a  n o n c h a la n t  m a n n e r .

“  O h , 'y e s  ; b e e n  a w a y  a  m o n th  a n d  m o r e ,”  s a id  
t h e  s e r v a n t .

“ T e l l  t h e  y o u n g  la d y  o n e  h a s  c o m e  fr o m  th e  
f r o n t  w h o  d e s ir e s  t o  ‘s e e  h e r ,”  s a id  G e o ff. “  T e l l  
h e r  s h e  n e e d  n o t  f e a r  ; 1  d o  n o t  b r in g  b a d  n e w s ,” 
h e  a d d e d .

A  m o m e n t  l a t e r  h e  r e c e iv e d  a n  i n v i t a t io n  to  
w a lk  u p s ta ir s .

G e o f f  e n te r e d  t h e  ro o m  a n d  c lo s e d  t h e  d o o r  
b e h in d  h im . V e s t a  s a t  w o r k in g  a lo n e  b y  t h e  
t a b le . S h e  g la n c e d  u p , b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c o g n is e  
h im ,*

“  D o  y o u  b r in g  n e w s  o f  m y  f a t h e r  ? ”  s h e  a s k e d .
‘ ‘ N o , V e s t a ,  I ’m  a f r a id  I  d o n ’t , ”  s a id  G e o ff .
T h e  g ir l  d r o p p e d  h e r  w o r k  w it h  a. l i t t l e  c r y .
“  G e o f f ! ”  s h e  e x c la im e d .
T h e  n e x t  m o m e n t  s h e  w a s  in  h is  a r m s , h a lf  

la u g h in g ,  h a l f  c r y in g .
“  G e o ff , h o w  c o u ld  y o u  b e  s o  r a s h  ? ”  s h e  s o b b e d . 

“  I a m — o h  1— e v e r  so  g la d  t o  s e e  y o u . B u t  y o u  
h a v e  r u n  a  t e r r i b l e  r is k - — y o u  m u s t  h a v e  ! — in  
c o m in g  h e r e .”

“ I k n o w  it , V e s t a .  B u t  I ’ v e  c o m e  to  a s k  y o u  
t o  h e lp  m e. S t o p — a r e  y o u  a lo n e  in  t h e  h o u s e  I ”

“ A lo n e ,  w i t h  m y  o ld  n u r s e  A n n a  a n d  t h e  s e r 
v a n ts . F a t h e r  w a s  c o m m a n d e e r e d  a lm o s t  a s  s o o n  
a s  y o u  h a d  g o n e -— h e  is  o u t s id e  M a fe k in g .”

“ G o o d . I  a m  in  a  t e r r ib le  fix , V e s t a ,  a n d , 
u n le s s  y o u ’ll  h e lp  m e , I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  I  s h a ll  
d o . S h a l l  I  t e l l  y o u  t h e  w h o le  s t o r y ? ”

V e s t a  n o d d e d .
“ W e l l ,”  h e  c o n t in u e d , “ y o u  m u s t  k n o w  I  lo s t  

B u n n y  q u it e  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  w a r . W e  
w e r e  s c o u t in g , a n d  h e  g o t  c a u g h t  a n d  b r o u g h t  
t o  P r e t o r ia .  T h e n  H u g h , m y  e ld e s t  b r o t h e r ,  a n d  
I  v o w e d  w e  w o u ld  g e t  h im  b a c k ,  a n d  in v e n t e d  
a  p la n . T h e  r e s u l t  is  t h a t  H u g h  a n d  B u n n y  a re  
b o t h  p r is o n e r s  n o w , a n d  I ’v e  g o t  t o  g e t  th e m  
o u t. I a m  f ig u r in g  a s  a  B o e r ,  a s  y o u  m a y  see  
b y  m y  c lo th e s . W e l l  n o w , w i l l  y o u  h e lp  m e, 
t h a t ’s th e  q u e s t io n  ? Y o u  n e e d n ’t  e v e n  s e e  th e m , 
m in d  y o u .”

“  O h ,  G e o f f ! H o w  c a n  I  ? W h a t  c a n  I  d o  ? 
A n d  w h a t  w o u ld  m y  f a t h e r  s a y ? ” •

“ Y o u r  f a t h e r  m u s t  n e v e r  h e a r  o f  i t .  Y o u  
w o n ’t  r e f u s e  t o  h e lp  u s , V e s t a ,  I  k n o w ? ”

“ O h ,  n o !  I  w o n ’t r e fu s e . B u t  w h a t  is  th e r e  
t h a t  I  c a n  d o  ? ”

“ T h e  b a n k ’s  c lo s e d , i s n ’ t  i t ? ”  s a id  G e o ff , u n 
e x p e c t e d l y .

“  O h , y e s . A l l  t h e  c le r k s  a r e  c o m m a n d e e r e d , 
a n d  t h e  E n g l is h  o n e s  h a v e  g o n e — e x c e p t in g  M r.

B u n s e n .”  s h e  a d d e d , w i t h  a  q u e e r  smile. “ pe 
is  s t i l l  i u  t o w n .”

“ B u n s e n  h e r e  s t i l l ! ”  r e p e a te d  G e o ff  « r« i 
i l l ? ” *

“  O h , n o  ! H e  g o e s  a b o u t .  H e  comes to see
m e  e v e r y  d a y ,  a n d  I  d o  s o  w i s h ----- ” she paused

“  Y e s ,”  s a id  G e o ff .  “ W i s h  w h a t  ? ”
“  O n l y  I  w is h  h e  w o u ld u ’ t ,”  la u g h e d  Vesta.
“  P e r h a p s  i f  I  s e e  h im  I  m a y  persuade him,1 

s a id  G e o ff ,  g r i m l y .  “ Y o u r  f a t h e r ’s b a n k  is closed 
a n d  t h e  w in d o w s  a l l  s h u t  u p , a r e n ’t  th ey? They 
s e e m e d  so  in  th e  d u s k .  W e l l ,  I  th in k  I can get 
B u n n y  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  o u t  o f  g a o l  a t  Pretoria' 
b u t  t h e  d i f f ic u lt y  is  w h a t  t o  d o  .w ith  them when 
t h e y  a r e  o u t. T h e y  c a n 't  b e  seen  in Pretoria 

' in  E n g l is h  u n ifo r m s , t h a t ’s  c le a r .”
“  S o  y o u  w a n t  t o  b r i n g  th e m  here and put 

th e m  i n t o  t h e  b a n k ,  i s  t h a t  i t  ? B u t  won't they 
b e  j u s t  a s  m u c h  in  p r is o n  th e r e  as at Pretoria 
i t s e l f  ? ”

“  I t  w o u ld ’n t  b e  fo r  lo n g . N e x t  d ay, or in a day 
o r  t w o  w e  s h o u ld  a l l  m o v e  s o u th . C o m e  now, Vesta 
— is  i t  ‘ y e s ’ o r  ‘ n o ’ ? Y o u  g u e s s e d  quite rightly. 
I  w a s  g o i n g  t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  b a n k , b u t  please don't 
a g r e e  i f  y o u ’d  r a t h e r  n o t .”

“ N o ,  n o ; I  w i l l  h e lp . T h e y  a re  yo u r brothers, 
G e o ff , a n d  a l l  t h a t  I  c a n  d o  I  s h a ll  do. I f  I am a 
b a d  B o e r  I  m a y  a t  l e a s t  p r o v e  m yself a loyal 
fr ie n d . N o w  t e l l  m e , d e a r  G e o ff , bow  it is all 
to  b e  d o n e , a n d  w h a t  y o u  in te n d  to  do after
w a r d s  ? I  c a n  g u e s s  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  been through 
m a n y  d a n g e r s  a lr e a d y .  H o w  fr ig h te n e d  I should 
h a v e  b e e n  i f  I  h a d  k n o w n  !' S i t  dow n,now , and 
te l l  m e  a l l . ”

G e o f f  s a t  d o w n , a n d  e n t e r e d  in to  a  fu ll explana
t io n  o f  h o w  l ie  in t e n d e d  t o  p ro c e e d . H e felt gay 
a n d  h a p p y , a n d  m a d e  V e s t a  la u g h  w ith  his de 
s c r ip t io n  o f  h is  a d v e n t u r e s  w it h  H u g h .

T h e  o ld  n u r s e  e n t e r e d  p r e s e n t ly , b u t Geoff did 
n o t i n t e n d  t h a t  s h e  s h o u ld  re co g n ise  him, and, 
c h a n g in g  h is  g r o u n d , h e  n o w  la u n ch ed  out into 
a  f lo w e r y  n a r r a t iv e ,  fr o m  t h e  B o e r  point of view, 
o f  t h e  o p e r a t io n s  o u t s id e  o f  M a fe k in g .

T h e n  G e o f f  r o s e  t o  g o , a n d  V e sta  herself 
h im  o u t  o f  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r . B e fo r e  leaving 
h e  r e c a p i t u la t e d  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  p la n  as arrang 
b e tw e e n  th e m  in  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  q u ite  sure 
s h e  f u l l y  u n d e r s to o d .

“  N o t  a  w o r d  t o  B u n s e n , V e s t a ,”  he ended, 
is  n o t  t o  b e  t r u s t e d .”  ^

V e s t a  la u g h e d , a n d  d e c la r e d  th a t  G uy na3^ j 
la s t  p e r s o n  s h e  w o u ld  d r e a m  o f  trusting- • 
G e o f f  a s s u r e d  V e s t a  v e r y  s e r io u s ly , before he n 
le f t  h e r , t h a t  h e  w o u ld  n e v e r  fo r g e t  her kin n 
in  t h is  e m e r g e n c y . . , _.eDt

W h e n  G e o f f  r e t u r n e d  t o  P re to r ia  u ^  
s t r a i g h t  to  t h e  p r is o n  c o m p o u n d , and ® 
h im s e lf  to  t h e  c h ie f  w a r d e r  th e r e  as an assi
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..Why are yo u  n o t  a t  t h e  f r o n t ? ” a s k e d  t h a t

^ Because I b r o u g h t  c lo w n  a  p r is o n e r ,”  s a id  
“ I w as a t  th e  f r o n t  o u t s id e  L a d y s m it h  

til my head b e g a n  to  g r o w  c o n fu s e d  w i t h  t h e  
constant noise of th e  b ig  g u n s - I  h a d  b r a in  f e v e r  

a youngster, a n d  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  u p  t o  m u c h  
jv * I th ink a  b it  o f  a  h o l id a y  a w a y  fr o m  t h e  
fro n t'may do m e g o o d . A f t e r w a r d s  I  s h a l l  r e tu r n  
and have another s h y  a t  th e  r e d n e c k s , i f  th e r e  a r c  
am- left by th a t t im e  to  b e  s h o t .”

•‘ C a n you ta lk  a n y  E n g l i s h ? ”  a s k e d  t h e  B o e r . 
M  man who k n o w s E n g l is h  w e l l ,  a n d  c a n  p r e te n d  
that he scarcely k n o w s  a  w o r d , m a y  p i c k  u p  fr o m  
the prisoners o c c a s io n a l s c r a p s  o f  in fo r m a t io n  
which may tu rn  o u t  u s e fu l.
“Oh, I know E n g lis h  p r e t t y  w e l l ,”  s a id  G e o ff , 

“ and 1 th in k  I  s h o u ld  b e  t h e  v e r y  m a n  fo r  y o u r  
purpose. T r y  m e ! ■’

And to G e o ff’s im m e a s u r a b le  d e l i g h t  t h e  B o e r  
then and there e n g a g e d  h im  t o  g o  a m o n g  t h e  
prisoners, o sten sib ly  to  k e e p  o r d e r  a n d  a t t e n d  to  
their needs, b u t a c t u a l ly  to  p ic k  u p  a n y  s c r a p s  o f  
information upon* m il i t a r y  m a t t e r s  w h i c h  m ig h t  
possibly prove u sefu l.

Truly the cards o f  D e s t in y  w e r e  s h u ffle d  h a p p ily  
for Geoff and his fr ie n d s  t h is  d a y  !

It is probable th a t  t h r e e  y o u n g  m e n  h a v e  s e ld o m  
been so u tterly  a m a ze d  b y  a n y  a p p a r i t io n  s h o r t  o f  
a supernatural v is ita t io n  a s  w e r e  J a c k  a n d  B u n n y  
and Hugh w h en  G e o f f  s u d d e n ly  a p p e a r e d  a t  th e  
prison quarters in th e  c a p a c i t y  o f  w a r d e r .

It was a ll so u n e x p e c te d  a n d  s o  w o n d e r fu l .  
They were, as it  h a p p e n e d , c lo s e  a t  h a n d , w h e n  
the door of th e  g r o u n d s  o p e n e d , a n d  in  w a lk e d  
Geoff, bold as b ra ss , a r m e d  w it h  a  r ifle , a n d  
adorned w ith  a  k in d  o f  b a d g e  in  t o k e n  o f  h is  
office, and th a t w a s  a ll.

^ben th e ir firs t s u r p r is e  w a s  o v e r  o u r  th r e e  
prisoners could  s c a r c e ly  c o n ta in  t h e  d e l i g h t  w h ic h  
Geoff a newest fe a t  o c c a s io n e d  th e m . f

fo r con sum m ate c h e e k , fo r  s u b l im e  im p u d e n c e , 
or clever and a u d a c io u s  e f f r o n te r y ,”  s a id  J a c k ,  

inspired b y e n th u s ia s m  t o  a  s p le n d id  b u r s t  o f  
oratory, “ th is  ta k e s  th e  b u n . Y o u  c h a p s  m a y  

u rou^ J"0lIr b r o th e r .”
* ^ in k  w e a re ,”  s a id  H u g h ,  a n d  a s  fo r  B u n n y , 

“•s eyes w ere fo llo w in g  G e o f f ’s  m o v e m e n ts  a s  h e  
J ’ ,. abo u t p a tr o llin g  th e  g r o u n d s ,  w i t h  a  k in d

imness in th e m  w h ic h  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a d 
miration.

t!r J ? o ”S *'e reu lly  i s — s p le n d id  ! ”  s a id  B u n n y
ik n  “ ^ o w  th e  w o r ld  h a s  h e  d o n e  it  
jb a ts th e  p u z z l e ! ”

tooM^ niurniui"ed  : “  T h e s e  B o e r s  a r e  p r e t t y  s ly ,  
audapit!,U^ 0Se ^ le  â c t  *s t^ a t  w h e n  im p u d e n c e  a n d  
meat l  m ount t0  t h e  v e r y  h i g h e s t  le v e ls  t h e y  

spected as s u ch . N o  o n e  w o u ld  im a g in e

a n y b o d y  c o u ld  d is p la y  s u c h  c h e e k  a s  th is , so  t h e y  
a r e n ’t  o n  t h e  lo o k - o u t  fo r  i t . ”

T h i s  w a s , a p p a r e n t ly ,  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  tr io , fo r  
n o  o n e  c o n tr o v e r te d  t h e  t h e o r y . A s  fo r  G e o ff , h e  
p a r a d e d  a b o u t ,  o c c a s io n a l ly  s p e a k in g  a  w o rd  t o  a  
p r is o n e r  h e re  o r  a n o t h e r  t h e r e , a n d  o n c e  o r  t w i c e  
e n t e r in g  in to  a  s h o r t  c o n v e r s a t io n  w i t h  s o m e o n e .

“  T h e r e  c o u ld n ’ t  b e  a n y  h a r m  in  o u r  m o v in g  u p  
n e a r  h im ,” B u n n y  s u g g e s t e d .  “  I ’ m  d y i n g  to  t a l k  
t o  th e  o ld  c h a p .”

“ G o  u p  c lo s e  a n d  o ffe r  h im - y o u r  to b a c c o  p o u c h ,” 
s u g g e s t e d  H u g h .

B u n n y  d id  so , w a l k i n g  u p  a s  i f  t o  p a s s , th e n  
s t o p p in g  t o  o ffe r  t h e  p o u c h . G e o f f  to o k  i t  a n d  
f i l le d  h is  p ip e  s lo w ly .

“  D e a r  o ld  B u n n y ,”  h e  s a id . “  H e r e  I  a m , y o u  
s e e — c o m e  fo r  y o u . H o w  h a v e  y o u  b e e n — q u it e  
w e l l  ? I  to ld  y o u  I ’d  c o m e  i f  y o u  g o t  n a b b e d * ”

“  I t ’s  w o n d e r f u l— w o n d e r f u l  ! ”  w a s  a l l  B u n n y  
c o u ld  s a y  f o r  a  m in u t e  o r tw o . “ I  n e v e r  s h o u ld  
h a v e  b e l ie v e d  y o u  c o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  i t . ”

“  T h e  f u n n y  p a r t  is  t h a t  i t  h a s  a l l  b e e n  s o  p e r 
f e c t l y  s im p le ,”  s a id  G e o ff . “  I  h o p e  t h e  r e s t  w i l l  
g o  a s  e a s i l y ; b u t ,  o f  c o u r s e , th e  m o s t  d i f f ic u lt  p a r t  
i s  o n ly  j u s t  g o in g  t o  b e g in .”

“ D o  y o u  m e a n  u s  to  e s c a p e  t o - d a y ?  W e ’re  
r e a d y  w h e n e v e r  y o u  l ik e . Y o u  m u s t  t e l l  u s  
e x a c t l y  w h a t  w e  e a c h  h a v e  t o  d o .”

“  S t e a d y ,  o ld  m a n ,” la u g h e d  G e o ff . “  N o t  so  
f a s t ; th e r e ’s a  lo t  t o  a r r a n g e  y e t .  I  s h a ll  h a v e  
t o  b r i n g  in  a  c h a n g e  o f  k i t  fo r  e v e r y o n e  o f  
y o u .”

“  Y e s ,  o f  c o u r s e . W e  c o u ld n ’t  e s c a p e  in  o u r  
p r e s e n t  c lo th e s . W e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h a t ,  a n d  h a v e  
lo o k e d  a b o u t  fo r  a  c o r n e r  w h e r e  w e  c o u ld  c h a n g e  
in t o  n e w  k i t . ”

“  G o o d . A n d  is  t h e r e  a n y  p la c e  ? ”
“  A m o n g  t h e  t r e e s  d o w n  th e r e  in  t h e  f a r  c o r n e r .”  
“  V e r y  w e l l  ; t h a t  s h a l l  b e  t h e  p la c e , th e n . T o 

m o r r o w , o r  n e x t  d a y ,  I  s h a l l  b r in g  in  c lo th e s , a n d  
d e p o s it  th e m  in  a  s a f e  p la c e  a m o n g  th e  tr e e s , 
w h e n e v e r  I  c a n  d o  s o  u n s e e n .”

“  H o w  s h a l l  y o u  b r i n g  t h e m  in  ? ”  a s k e d  B u n n y . 
“  W e a r  t h e m ,”  s a id  G e o ff . “  W e  m u s n ’t  t a l k  

t o o  lo n g , o r  s o m e b o d y  m a y  r e m a r k  w e ’re  m a k in g  
fr ie n d s  t o o  j o l l y  fa s t .  S e e  y o u  la te r ,  o ld  m a n  ! ”  

G e o f f  p r o c e e d e d  u p o n  h is  t r a v e ls  a b o u t  th e  
g r o u n d , a n d  p r e s e n t ly  s to p p e d  t o  w a t c h  a  g a m e  
o f  im p r o v is e d  f o o t b a l l .  H e r e  H u g h  s t r o l le d  b y  
a n d  t o o k  u p  th e  ta le .

“  Y o u ’ v e  m a n a g e d  j o l l y  w e l l  t o  g e t  t a k e n  o n ,” 
l ie  s a id . “  H o w  d id  y o u  d o  i t  ? ”

“ S im p ly  a p p lie d ,  a n d  w a s  a p p o in t e d ,”  s a id  G e o ff , 
g r in n in g .  “  I ’v e  m a d e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  to  g e t  t a k e n  
in  a t  J o h a n n e s b u r g , w h e r e  w e  c a n  l i e  h id  fo r  a  b it .  
O f  c o u r s e , th e r e ’s  t h e  g e t t i n g  th e r e  ; b u t  I  t h i n k  
w e  c a n  m a n a g e  t h a t  a l l  r i g h t  a t  n i g h t  t im e .”

“  W h o ’s g o in g  t o  t a k e  u s  in  a t  J o h a n n e s b u r g  ? ”
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a s k e d  H u g h ,  a s t o n is h e d . “ A r e  th e r e  E n g lis h  
t h e r e  n o w ? 1’

“  T h e r e  m a y  b e  a  d o z e n  o r  tw o , p o s s i b l y ; b u t  
w e  a r e n 't  g o in g  t o  th e m . G o  a n d  a s k  B u n n y  
w h o  V e s t a  is ,”  s a id  G e o ff , m o v in g  a w a y  w i t h  a  
g r i n  o n  h is  fa c e .

H u g h  d id  s o , a n d  n o w  le a r n e d  fo r  t h e  firs t  
t i m e  t h a t  th e r e  w a s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  B o e r  
s is t e r - in - la w  fo r  h im .

“ G r e a t  S c o t t ! ’ ’ h e  e x c la im e d . “ Y o u  d o n ’t  
m e a n  t o  t e l l  m e  G e o f f  s  g o i n g  t o  m a r r y  a  D u t c h  
w o m a n  ? ”

“ W a i t  t i l l  y o u  s e e  h e r . S h e ’s  a  r ip p in g  g ir l , '1 
s a id  B u n n y . “  Y o u ’l l  e n d  b y  f a l l in g  in  lo v e  w it h  
h e r  y o u r s e l f ,  i f  y o u  d o n ’ t  lo o k  o u t .”

O n  t h e  f o l lo w in g  m o r n in g , w h e n  B u n n y  s tr o l le d  
u p  to  s p e a k  t o  t h e  n e w  w a r d e r  a s  h e  s a t  a n il 
s n jo k e d  in  a  s h a d y  c o r n e r , G e o f f  s t a r t e d  t h e  c o n 
v e r s a t io n  b y  a s k in g  i f  h e  lo o k e d  f a t  ?

“  W h y  I ”  s a id  B u n n y ,  la u g h in g .  “  D o  t h e y  fe e d  
y o u  so  j o l l y  w e ll  ? I  w is h  t h e y  d id  us.” -

“ W e l l ,  I ’v e  g o t  t w o  s u i t s  o f  c lo t h e s  o n ,”  s a id  
G e o f f .  “  W h e n  y o u  g o  in t o  d in n e r  I  s h a ll  g e t  r id  
o f  o n e .”

A f t e r w a r d s  G e o f f  fo u n d  a  q u ie t  c o r n e r  a m o n g  th e  
b u s h e s , a n d  s a f e ly  d e p o s it e d  th e  g a r m e n t s .

“  I  m u s t  fo r b id  a n y  f e l l o w s  c o m in g  a lo n g  th is  
w a y ,”  h e  m e n t a l ly  r e s o lv e d . “ I  s h a ll  s a y  i t ’s 
a g a i n s t  o r d e r s  to  g o  a m o n g  t h e  t r e e s  w h e r e  t h e y  
a r e n ’t  s e e n .”

B u n n y  o v e r h e a r d  s e v e r a l  o f  h is  fe l lo w  p r is o n e r s  
c o m m e n t  u p o n  t h e  n e w  w a r d e r ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n 
c lu s io n  b e in g  t h a t  h e  s p o k e  t h e  w e ir d e s t  E n g l is h ,  
b u t  s e q m e d  a  g o o d  c h a p .

A s  f o r  G e o ff , h e  h a n d e d  a  d a i ly  r e p o r t  t o  h is  
s u p e r io r s  o f  a l l  t h e  in fo r m a t io n  w h ic h  h e  h a d  
c o n t r iv e d  t o  p i c k  u p  a m o n g  th e  p r is o n e r s . S o m e  
o f  t h e  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  h e  t h u s  m a d e  w e r e  c o n 
s id e r e d  r a th e r  im p o r t a n t  b y  th e  p r is o n  c o m m a n 
d a n t ,  a n d  w e r e  w ir e d  t o  t h e  s e a t  o f  w a r , a s  s e c r e ts  
w o r m e d  fr o m  t h e  c a p t iv e s  b y  th e  w i le s  o f  th o s e  in  
c h a r g e  o f  th e s e  u n fo r t u n a t e s ,  T h e s e  p r o v id e d  
e x c e l l e n t  r e a d in g  f o r  th e  B o e r  o ffic e rs  a t  th e  fr o n t , 
a s  w e l l  a s  d o in g  c r e d it  t o  G e o f f ’s  i n v e n t i v e  ta le n t .

D u r i n g  th e  t h i r d  d a y ,  G e o f f  a n n o u n c e d  t o  B u n n y  
t h a t  a t  d u s k  t h a t  n i g h t  a l l  t h r e e  o f  th e m  m u s t  s lip  
o u t  in t o  t h e  g r o u n d s  a n d  g e t  in to  th e  c lo t h e s  p r o 
v id e d  f o r  th e m , e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  e x a c t  s p o t  in  w h ic h  
th e s e  w e r e  to  b e  fo u n d .

C H A P T E R  X V .  
geoff’s strategy.

B unny a n d  J a c k  c o n t r iv e d  t o  s n e a k  o f f  a n d  c o n 
c e a l  t h e m s e lv e s  in  th e  s h a d y  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  g r o u n d s  
b e fo r e  t h e  t im e  c a m e  f o r  t h e  p r is o n e r s ’ r e t u r n  to  
t h e  s h e d 3  p r o v id e d  fo r  t h e i r  a c c o m m o d a tio n , a n d

th e r e  t h e y  r e m a in e d  a f t e r  th e  rest had so • i 
H u g h  e le c t e d  t o  h a n g  a b o u t  n ear the door'ay 
s l ip  o u t  w h e n  n o  w a r d e r  h a p p e n e d  to b clooU , ' 

H u g h  lo o k e d  h a g g a r d  a n d  ill w ith  e x c ite r  
s o  m u c h  s o  t h a t  o n e  o f  h i s  co m p a n io n s remarked 
“  Y o u  lo o k  i l l ,  m a t e . A n y t h i n g  w r o n g !3 ’

“ N o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  lo n g in g  to  g e t out of tl;. I 
b e a s t l y  h o le ,”  h e  r e p lie d .

“ T h a t ’s  a  d is e a s e  t h a t  t im e  w ill cure, I hope1’ 
la u g h e d  t h e  o th e r  ; “  m e a n w h ile , it  isn’t a bit of 1 
g o o d  m o p in g . ’

“ Y o u ’re  r i g h t ,”  s a id  H u g h , “ i t  isn’t ;  b u t r j  
m a d e  t h a t  w a y ,  a n d  c a n ’ t  h e lp  i t .”

G e o f f  c a m e  to  H u g h ’s  a s s is ta n c e  presently. He 
h a d  a  n e w s p a p e r  in  h is  h a n d .

“  W h e r e  a re  th e  o t h e r s  1 ”  h e  whispered, as h I 
p a s s e d .

“ T h e r e — ”  s a id  H u g h ,  la c o n ic a lly . “ I stayed I 
in  c a s e  y o u  h a d  a n y t h i n g  t o  s a y .”

“ N o , n o t h i n g ;  s l ip  o u t  w h e n  I  get theset«I 
c h a p s  a b s o r b e d  in  th e  p a p e r  —  lu ck ily , there's i 
B o e r  v ic t o r y .  I ’ l l  j o i n  y o u  th e re  in a  quarter cf | 
a : i  h o u r  o r  le ss . H o w  d ’y o u  fe e l, sh ak y 1”

“  Y e s ,  j u s t  a  b i t — i t ’ l l  p a s s  o f fe n c e  I ’m out.'' 
G e o f f  n o w  g o t  h o ld  o f  h is  tw o  fe llo w  warders and I 

s e c u r e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t io n .
“ T h e r e ’s  g o o d  n e w s  to - n ig h t ,”  he said. “A 1 

te le g r a m  fr o m  K i m b e r l e y .  L is t e n  here
i n  a  m o m e n t  t h e  t h r e e  h e a d s  w e re  close togetbc I 

a n d  G e o f f  h a d  h is  m e n  a b s o r b e d . Hugh took tk 
o p p o r t u n it y  o f  s l ip p in g  o u t  u n o b served , excepting 
b y  o n e  o r  t w o  f e l lo w  c a p t iv e s ,  w h o  remarked upon | 
i t  o n e  to  a n o th e r . •

“ I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  c h a p  is  g o in g  to  make a holt,'I 
s a id  h e  w h o  h a d  s p o k e n  t o  H u g h  a  moment before | 
a s  to  h is  p a llo r .

“  H o w  c a n  h e , p o s s ib ly ,  in  u n ifo rm  ? I M  it | 
w e  all w o u ld  i f  w e  h a d  c iv i l ia n  c lo th e s !”

“  W e l l ,  h e  c a m e  h e r e  p r iv a t e ly  w ith  that young | 
B o e r , t h e  n ic e  l o o k in g  o n e , th r e e  days ago; I 
h a p p e n e d  t o  s e e  h im  a r r iv e . H e  paid the duf I 
s o m e  m o n e y , a n d  h e  s e e m s  p r e t ty  thick with n*j 
s in c e  ; I ’ v e  a n  id e a  t h a t  h e  m a y  h a v e  squared t 1 

c h a p .”  , 1
H u g h  c r e p t  c a u t io u s ly  d o w n  to  th e end of j 

g r o u n d s ; b u t  c a u t io u s l y  a s  h e  w e n t the two c*  j 
s p ir a to r s  a lr e a d y  t h e r e  h e a r d  him  comi,n®’ ,u I 
s to p p e d  t h e ir  v e r y  b r e a t h i n g  le s t  he should oe^ I 
w r o n g  m a n  a n d  t h e y  b e  d isc o v e re d . D  -I 
s e q u e n c e  w a s  t h a t  a t  f ir s t  H u g h  could do 
th e m , a n d  w a s  o b lig e d  t o  g i v e  th e  fam ily w I 
in  a  w h is p e r — b e f o r e  t h e y  w o u ld  make sign j 

s o u n d .
“ I s  i t  y o u , H u g h ? ” s a id  B u n n y, "D

s o f t ly .
* “ Y e s ,

“ Geof'l
a l l  r i g h t ,”  t h e  a n s w e r  CArae’ , a ^ i* I 

c o in in g  in  te n  m in u t e s .  W h e r e  a re  tb e c o  I 
“  H e r e — c o a t , tr o u s e r s , a n d  slouch bat,
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flannel sh irt— p u t y o u r  t h in g s  in to  t h is  p i t  a n d  
,ve’H cover th e  w h o le  lo t  u p  w i t h  e a r t h  a n d  t w ig s  
and things- L o o k  s h a r p , o ld  m a n  !"

When G e o ff a r r iv e d , a  q u a r t e r  o f  a n  h o u r  la te r ,  
all three w ere re a d y  fo r  h im . E a c h  w a s  in  p la in  
Hoer clothes, th e  u n ifo r m s  a n d  B u n n y ’s  E n g l is h  
garments h a v in g  b e e n  c o n c e a le d  a s  w e ll  a s  p o s s ib le .

^°ise than a c a t ; a n d  i f  y o u  s e e  m e  l ie  d o w n  o r  
P> stop or l ie  d o w n  to o , l i k e  a  s h o t .”
, 0ur ^  w e re  b e a t in g  b ig l i ,  th o u g h  t h e y  f e l t  

start i '  an<  ̂ a n x ie ty , a s  t h e  l i t t l e  p r o c e s s io n  
lav 1 across t l̂e  g ro u n d s. O n c e  G e o f f  s u d d e n ly  
l  05n w h en  a b o u t  h a l f  th e  d is t a n c e  h a d  
rest Q Verse< ’̂ a n ^ w a s  i n s t a n t l y  im it a t e d  b y  th e  

• ne o f th e  B o e r  g u a r d s  w a s  w a l k i n g  a c r o s s

fr o m  s h e d  t o  o u t e r  g a t e .  T h e y  h e a r d  h im  o p e n  
t h e  d o o r  in  t h e  w a ll,  s h u t  i t  a n d  lo c k  i t ,  a n d  p a s s  
h e a v i l y  d o w n  t h e  s t r e e t .  H e  h a d  n o t  s e e n  th e m . 
U p  g o t  G e o ff ,  t h e  r e s t  a u t o m a t i c a l ly  f o l lo w in g  h is  
le a d ,  a n d  t h i s  t im e  t h e  g a t e  w a s  s a f e l y  r e a c h e d . 
G e o f f  u n lo c k e d  i t  a n d  lo o k e d  o u t. I t  w a s  n e a r ly  
d a r k  a n d  t h e  r o a d  o u t s id e  w a s  e m p ty . “  C o m e  o n ,” 
h e  w h is p e r e d . I n  a  m o m e n t  a l l  w e r e  o u t  a n d  th e  
d o o r  c lo s e d  a n d  l o c k e d  b e h in d  th e m .

“ A l l  r ig h t  s o  fa r ,”  s a id  G e o ff , c h e e r i ly .  “  F o l l o w  
m e — a n d  w i t h o u t  a  s o u n d , m in d .”

D o w n  t h e  r o a d  t h e  p r o c e s s io n  p a s s e d , q u ic k ly  
b u t  v e r y  s i l e n t l y .  G e o f f  d id  n o t  s t r i k e  to w a r d s  
t h e  to w n , b u t  r i g h t  a w a y  fr o m  it , a n d  p r e s e n t ly  
t h e  p a r t y  fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  in  a  w o o d .

“ N o w  w e  m a y  b r e a t h e ,”  h e  s a id ,  s to p p in g  
a n d  s p e a k in g  h a l f  a lo u d . “ T h a n k  H e a v e n  w e  

m a n a g e d  t h a t  t r i c k y  l i t t l e  b u s in e s s  a l l  r i g h t ! 
H a s  t h a t  e m e r g e n c y  f la s k  o f  y o u r s  a n y t h i n g  
in  it , H u g h  1 ”

H u g h  p r o d u c e d  th e  f la s k  ; i t  w a s  h a l f  f u l l ,  
a n d  h e  p a s s e d  i t  r o u n d . E a c h  
m a n  t o o k  a  s ip .

“ I ’m  d y i n g  to  k n o w  s o m e th in g  
o f  t h e  p r o g r a m m e , G e o ff ,”  s a id  

I B u n n y  p r e s e n t ly . “  W h a t  h a v e  
y o u  a r r a n g e d — a n y t h i n g  ? W e ’re  
g o in g  t o  J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  I  k n o w —  
b u t  h o w  1 W e  s h a ll  b e  m is s e d  a n d  
p u r s u e d , I  s u p p o s e . T h a t ’s  c e r ta in , 
is n ’t  i t  1 ”

“  A s  to  t h a t  I  k n o w  n o  m o r e  t h a n  
y o u . N o w  l is te n . I ’ m  n o t  g o in g  to  
J o h a n n e s b u r g  w i t h  y o u — I s h a l l  
f o l lo w  la te r . T h i s  is  m y  p la n  ; i f  
y o u  c a n  im p r o v e  o n  i t ,  a n y  o f  y o u . 
d o , f o r  I  k n o w  i t  is n ’ t  p e r fe c t .  I ’m  
g o in g  t o  t a k e  y o u  t o  a  s p o t  n e a r  
h e r e , w h e r e  m o s t  o f  th e  g o o d s  
t r a in s  fo r  J o h a n n e s b u r g  a n d  th e  
f r o n t  s to p  t o  s h u n t . H a n g  a b o u t , 
w a t c h  y o u r  o p p o r t u n it y ,  a n d  b o a r d  
o n e  o f  th e  t r u c k s  o f  t h e  f ir s t  t r a in . 
T r a v e l  a s  f a r  t o w a r d s  J o h a n n e s 
b u r g  a s  y o u  c a n  w h i le  i t  s d a r k  ; 
b u t  y o u  m u s t  b e  o u t  o f  th e  t r a in  
a n d  in  h i d in g  s o m e w h e r e  n e a r  th e  
l in e  b e fo r e  d a y l ig h t .  I t  m a y  t a k e  
y o u  o n e  n ig h t ,  a n d  i t  m a y  t a k e  
y o u  t w o , o r  th r e e , t o  g e t  th e r e . 

T h e r e ’s  a  p a c k e t  w i t h  s l ic e s  o f  t i n n e d  m e a t  in  
e a c h  m a n ’s  p o c k  i t .  W h e n  y o u  g e t  t o  J o h a n n e s 
b u r g  g o  to  t h e  K r y g k r a f t  B a n k . H e r e ’s  th e  k e y . 
T h e r e ’ll  b e  fo o d  th e r e , a n d  a l l  y o u  w a n t ; b u t  i t ’s 
s h u t t e r e d  u p , s o  y o u  m u s n ’t  g iv e  a n y  s ig n  t h a t  l i f e  
is  g o in g  o n  w it h in .  W a i t  th e r e  fo r  m e  a s  lo n g  a s  
y o u  ca n . O f  c o u r s e , i f  a n y t h i n g  h a p p e n s  t o  m e  
I  s h a ’u ’t  t u r n  u p , a n d  y o u  m u s t  g o  o u  a s  b e s t
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y o u  c a n  w i t h o u t  m e . B u t  —  w h a t 's  t o - d a y ?  — 
T h u r s d a y ?  W e l l ,  i f  I ’ m  n o t  th e r e  b y  M o n d a y  
n i g h t  I ’m  n e v e r  c o m in g . N o w , is  a ll  c l e a r ? ”

“  I  s h o u ld  j u s t  l ik e  to  k n o w  w h y  y o u ’r e  g o in g  
b a c k  t o  t h e  p r is o n , o ld  m a n  ? I s n ’t  i t  a  b i t  r i s k y  ? ”  
s a id  H u g h .

“  I t  m ig h t  b e ; b u t  I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  so . I ’ v e  
t h o u g h t  i t  a l l  o u t .  Y o u  s e e , i f  I  g o  b a c k  I  s h a ’ n ’ t  
b e  s u s p e c te d  o f  h a v in g  h a d  a n y t h i n g  t o  d o  w it h  
y o u r  e s c a p e  i f  t h a t  is  d is c o v e r e d . B u t  t h e r e  a r e  
so  m a n y  p r is o n e r s , t h a t  I ’m  h o p in g  t h e y  m a y  n o t  
n o t ic e  t h a t  a n y  h a v e  g o n e — a t  a n y  r a te , f o r  s o m e  
t im e , u n t i l  t h e  r o ll  is  c a l le d .  I f  I  s e e  a n y  s u s 
p ic io n  i n  t h e  o th e r  w a r d e r  c h a p s , I  s h a l l  b e  t h e  
f ir s t  t o  d is c o v e r  y o u r  e s c a p e , a n d  s h a l l  d o  m y  b e s t  
t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e m  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  b e t t e r  fo r  u s  
w a r d e r s  to  s a y  n o t h in g  a b o u t  i t . ”

“  I t  s e e m s  t o  m e  y o u ’r e  h a v in g  m o re  t h a n  y o u r  
s h a r e  o f  t h e  w o r k — a n d  o f  t h e  r is k , to o  ! ”  s a id  
H u g h . “  D o n ’t  d o  a n y t h i n g  d a n g e r o u s  t h a t  c a n  
p o s s ib ly  b e  a v o id e d ."

“ Y o u  b e t ! ”  la u g h e d  G e o ff .  “ A s  fo r  t h e  r is k , 
t h o u g h , d o n ’ t  f la t t e r  y o u r s e l f  y o u ’re  n o t  g o in g  t o  
h a v e  a s  m u c h  o f  t h a t  a s  y o u ’l l  c a r e  f o r — e s p e c i
a l l y  y o u  t w o  n o n - D u t c h - s p e a k i n g  fe l lo w s . I  
h a v e n ’ t  a  n o t io n  y e t  h o w  w e ’re  g o i n g  t o  g e t  o n  
a f t e r  J o h a n n e s b u r g .  I t ’l l  t a k e  a  lo t  o f  t h i n k i n g ,  
a n d  y o u  m u s t  a ll  w o r k  y o u r  b r a in s  m e a n w h ile  
t o  d e v is e  s o m e  p la n . I t ’s  g o in g  to  b e  a  t i c k l i s h  
j o b  fo r  u s  a l l  t o  g e t  s a f e l y  o u t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  
a n d  w e  m u s t  b e  p r e p a r e d  fo r  a  p r e t t y  l i v e l y  
t im e . N o w , i f  y o u ’r e  a l l  r e a d y ,  w e l l  m a k e  ‘ a  
s t a r t  fo r  t h e  s h u n t in g - s t a t io n . L e t ’s  t r o t ; w e  
s h a l l  g e t  t h e r e  q u ic k e r .  I t ’s  n e a r ly  t h r e e  m ile s  
o u t . ”

T h e  s h u n t in g - s t a t io n  w a s  s a f e ly  r e a c h e d , a n d  
h e r e  a  c o n v e n ie n t  h i d i n g  p la c e  w a s  fo u n d , a n d  
t h e  p a r t y  w a i t e d  u n t i l  a  g o o d s  t r a in  fr o m  P r e 
t o r i a  c a m e  a lo n g . T h i s  w a s  s u c c e s s fu l ly  b o a r d e d  
— t h e  t h r e e  f u g i t i v e s  c l i m b in g  in to  a  t r u c k  h a l f  
f u l l  o f  s a c k s  a n d  b o x e s  o f  s to r e s  fo r  t h e  fr o n t .

“  I f  y o u ’r e  d is c o v e r e d  y o u ’ ll  h a v e  to  d o  th e  t a l k 
in g , B u n n y , m in d  y o u ,”  s a id  G e o ff .  “ Y o u  a re  a l l  
B o e r s , o f  c o u r s e  ; b u t  t h e  o t h e r s  m u s t  b e  to o  f a s t  
a s le e p — o r to o  d r u n k — t o  b e  c o n s c io u s  o f  w h a t 's  
g o i n g  o n . Y o u  m ig h t  b e  t a k i n g  th e m  b a c k  to  t h e  
f r o n t  a f t e r  a  h o l id a y ,  a n d  h a v e  m is s e d  th e  t r a in  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  d r u n k .”

T h i s  e x p e d ie n t  w a s  a d o p te d , a s  n o  o n e  c o u ld  
t h i n k  o f  a  b e t t e r .

“  F a r e w e l l  a l l .  fo r  a  c o u p le  o f  d a y s . I  h o p e  i t  
w o n ’ t  b e  m o r e ,”  h e  a d d e d . “  I  s h a ll  w a i t  a b o u t  
a n d  s e e  y o u  s a f e ly  o ff, a n d  th e n  g o .”

“  D o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  y o u r s e l f ,  G e o ff ,”  s a id  B u n n y , 
w r in g in g  h is  h a n d . “ I ’ m  a w f u l l y  a f r a id  y o u ’ re 
t a k i n g  to o  m u c h  r is k .”

“  O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  I ’m  t h e  m o s t  c a u t io u s  
f e l lo w  g o in g ,”  r e p lie d  G e o ff .  “  I  e rr  fr o m  e x c e s s
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o f  c a u t io n . I t ’s  y o u  t h a t  m u s t  look out f„ 
s q u a l ls .”  0r

G e o f f  w a ite d  fo r  h a l f  a n  h o u r , t i ll  he had seen 
th e  t r a in  g e t  in t o  f u l l  s w in g  a n d  p a ss right awav 
a n d  o u t  o f  s ig h t .  T h e n  h e  r e tu r n e d  to his own 
q u a r te r s , a n d  w a s  a t  t h e  p r is o n  e a r ly  in  the morn, 
in g  a s  u s u a l.

D u r i n g  t h e  n ig h t ,  o n  t h i n k i n g  o v e r  the matter, 
h e  h a d  d e c id e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  q u ie t  his mind 
a n d  a d d  n o t h in g  t o  t h e  d a n g e r s  a lre a d y  incurred 
i f  h e  s h o u ld  t a k e  ’t h e  b u l l  b y  t h e  'horns, and 'be 
t h e  f ir s t  to  d is c o v e r  t h e  e s c a p e . H e  would then 
b e  in  a  p o s it io n  t o  k n o w  im m e d ia te ly  what, il 
a n y ,  .s te p s  w e r e  to  b e  t a k e n  f o r  th e  p ursuit of the 

' f u g i t i v e s — in  w h ic h  c a s e  ‘ fo r e w a r n e d  would be 
fo r e a r m e d .

T h e r e f o r e , ‘ G e o f f  c o n fid e d  t h a t  m orning to one 
o f  h is  f e l lo w  w a r d e r s  t h a t  l ie  h a d  stron g  grounds 
f o r  fe a r in g  t h a t  o n e , a t  l e a s t — a n d , he thought, 
p o s s ib ly  t w o  o f  t h e  p r is o n e r s  en tru ste d , to their 
c a r e — h a d , in  f a c t ,  b o lt e d .

“  A lm a c h tig / ” e x c la im e d  th e  other. “ What 
m a k e s  y o u  t h i n k  s o ? fl

“  W e l l ,  I  c a n ’t  f in d  t h e  f e l lo w  I  b ro u g h t in—my 
o w n  p r is o n e r ,”  s a id  G e o ff . “  I t  m a y  be a serions 
m a t t e r  fo r  u s — i f  w e  s a y  a n y t h in g  a b ou t it, that 
is .”

“  A h  ! i f  w e  d o . B u t  m ust w e  ? T here are so 
m a n y  t h a t ,  p e r h a p s , h e  w o n 't  b e  m issed.”

“ T h e  d a n g e r  w o u ld  b e  i f  h e — o r they— were 
c a u g h t  a n d  b r o u g h t  b a c k  ; t h e n  th e  commandant 
w o u ld  w a n t  t o  k n o w  h o w  t h e y  g o t  o u t.”

“ Y e s .  W h e r e a s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  n o t missed, and 
n o t  fo l lo w e d , t h e y  m ig h t  g e t  s a f e ly  aw ay. I  see' 
R e a l l y ,  P ie t ,  I  t h i n k  i f  w e  a r e  w is e  m en we shall 
l e t  t h e  r a s c a ls  g o . I f  s o m e o n e  c a tc h e s  them again, 
a n d  t h e y  c o m e  b a c k  la t e r ,  w e  n eed n ’t say they 
h a d  b e e n  in  b e fo r e .”

“  G o o d  ! L e t  t h e m  g o . I t  w a s  a  clever idea of 
y o u r s , C o n r a d . S h a l l  W e  s a y  a n y th in g  of this to 
Y u n k e r ? ”

“  N o ; h e  w o n ’t  o b s e r v e  a n y th in g — a fathead 
l i k e  h im  ! L e t  h im  b e .”

S o  i t  r e m a in e d ; a n d  n o t h in g  w a s  said  about the 
e s c a p e .

C H A P T E R  X V I .

BUNSEN !
Meanwhile th e  l i t t l e  p a r t y  o f  fu g itiv e s  covered 

t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  j o u r n e y  b etw een  Freton3 
a n d  J o h a n n e s b u r g  in  s a f e t y ,  b u t  a t  a  sm all**) 
s id e  s ta t io n , w h e r e  th e  t r a in  sto p p ed  for sob 
s h u n t in g ,  t h e y  h a d  a  s c a re . ..

A  m a n  w i t h  a  la n t e r n  p a s s e d  a lo n g  the tru£  ̂
p e e r in g  in to  e a c h  t o  s e e  t h a t  a l l  w a s  rig h t ffit 
c a r g o . W h e n  h e  c a m e  a b r e a s t  o f  th e  open
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in which our fr ie n d s  l a y  c r o u c h e d  a m o n g  th e  s a c k s  
and chests, lie fla sh ed  h is  la n te r n  o v e r  th e  c o n te n ts  
and saw them.

Heaven’s b lu e  ! "  h e  e ja c u la t e d ,  w h a t ’s  t h i s ?  
Who are y o u ? ”

l)°n t g iv e  u s a w a y , f r ie n d ,” s a id  B u n n y , 
ere try ing to  g e t  b a c k  t o  t h e  f r o n t  a f t e r  a  

?iort rest th a t w e  w e r e  a l lo w e d ,  b u t  w e ’v e  h a d  
* ,lt kad lu c k . T h e  f a c t  is , w e  m is s e d  o u r  

'vei'e o b lig e d  t o  c o m e  o n  a s  w e  c o u l d ; 
^  fellows, m y  c o m p a n io n s , b o t h  h a v in g  b e e n  

time” ^Iat  ̂ c o u ^ n t  S e t  th e m  t o  th e  s t a t io n  in

th o u g h  t h e y  h a d n ’t  r e c o v e r e d  
™  ‘ !“ “ l th e  fe llo w .
fan’t ” eJ 'l a v e n t  ^ * a k e  th e m , i f  y o u  c a n — I

t* fl
or,ie— w a k e  u p — y o u  ! ” s a id  t h e  m a n , s h a k in g

J a c k  b y  t h e  s h o u ld e r . J a c k  s n o r e d  a n d  m u t t e r e d  
s o m e th in g , b u t  d id  n o t  o p e n  h is  e y e s .

“  I  t e l l  y o u  i t ’s  n o  u s e ,”  s a id  B u n n y . “  Y o u ’d  
b e t t e r  j u s t  le t  u s  g o  q u i e t ly  o n .”

“  I  c a n  t  d o  t h a t  w i t h o u t  le a v e . I  s h o u ld  c a tc h  
i t  fr o m  m y  s u p e r io r ,”

“ W e l l  g o  a n d  a s k  h im , l ik e  a  g o o d  c h a p  ; s e e  
h e re , I  h a v e n ’ t  m u c h  l e f t  in  t h e  w a y  o f  c a s h , a f t e r  
m y  l i t t l e  h o l id a y ,  b u t  I ’m  g o o d  fo r  a  d r in k  o r  
t w o --- - - ”

“ N o ,  n o , k e e p  y o u r  m o n e y  ; i f  I  c a n  g e t  y o u  
le a v e  I  w i l l .  S t o p , y o u ’ re  n o t  f u g i t iv e s ,  a r e  y o u  ? 
L e t  m e  lo o k  a t  y o u r  f a c e ! ”  H e  f la s h e d  h is  
la n te r n  in  B u n n y ’s  fa c e . B u n n y  h a d  a  b e a r d  o f  
o v e r  a  f o r t n i g h t ’s  g r o w t h  ; h is  h a ir  w a s  lo n g  a n d  
u n k e m p t ; h e  d id  n o t  lo o k  l i k e  a  s m a r t  E n g l is h 
m a n , n e i t h e r  d id  t h e  o th e r  t w o ;  b e s id e s , h i3  
D u t c h  w a s  g o o d .
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“  F u g i t i v e s  ! ”  la u g h e d  B u n n y . “  W lx a t a  q u e e r  
n o tio n . D o  w e  lo o k  l ik e  i t  ? ”

“  L o o k s  d o n 't  g o  fo r  m u c h — I d o n ’t  k n o w  t h a t  
y o u  d o , a n d  y o u 'r e  p r o b a b ly  a l l  r ig h t ,  a s  y o u  s a y  ; 
b u t  I  t h i n k  I ’l l  f e t c h  t h e  s t a t io n - m a s t e r  a n d  h e a r  
w h a t  h e  h a s  to  s a y  o n  t h e  m a t t e r .”

A w a y  t r o t t e d  t h e  g u a r d , o r  p o r te r , o r  w h o e v e r  
h e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n .

“  C o m e , b o y s ,”  s a id  H u g h , “  I  t h i n k  i t ’s  t i m e  to  
g e t  o u t  o f  t h i s  t r a in  a n d  w a i t  fo r  a n o t h e r .”

A l l  t h r e e  w e r e  o u t  in  t h e  t w i n k l i n g  o f  a n  e y e , 
a n d  a w a y  d o w n  a n  e m b a n k m e n t  i n t o  t h e  f ie ld s  b y  
t h e  s id e  o f  t h e  r a i lw a y .  H e r e ,  b e h in d  a  h e d g e ,  
t h e y  c r o u c h e d  a n d  h id  t h e m s e lv e s ,  n o t  d r e a m in g  
t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  b e  fo l lo w e d  o r  d is c o v e r e d .

B u t  t h e  m a n  w it h  t h e  la n t e r n  m u s t  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  
s t r in g e n t  o r d e r s  fr o m  h is  s u p e r io r  w i t h  r e g a r d  to  
t h e  s t o w a w a y s ,  fo r  h e  h u r r ie d  b a c k  t o  th e  t r u c k  to  
f in d  a n d  d o u b t le s s  t o  t u r n  t h e m  o u t  o r  b r in g  th e m  
f o r t h w it h  b e fo r e  t h e  s t a t io n - m a s t e r  to  a n s w e r  fo r  
t h e i r  c o n d u c t .  ‘

W h e n  h e  fo u n d  t h e  t r u c k  e m p t y ,  h e  f e l t  a n x io u s  
a s  to  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s . W h a t  i f  t h e y  r e a l ly  w e r e  
f u g i t i v e s ?  Y e t  t h e  id e a  w a s  a b s u r d  ; t h e y  c o u ld  
n o t  p o s s ib ly  b e  so .

N e v e r t h e le s s ,  h e  ra n  d o w n  t h e  e m b a n k m e n t , 
h o p in g  t o  f in d  h is  m e n , a n d , p e r h a p s , c a p tu r e  th e m  
fo r  e n q u ir ie s  ; a t  t h e  b o t t o m  h e  w a v e d  h is  la n t e r n  
t o  a n d  fr o  u n t i l  h e  fo u n d  th e ir  t r a c k .  T h e n  h e  
f o l lo w e d  i t ,  la b o r io u s ly  s e e k in g  e a c h  fo o tm a r k  
w i t h  t h e  l ig h t .  T h e  f u g i t i v e s  w a t c h e d  h im .

“ C o n fo u n d  t h e  r a s c a l ,  h e ’s  f o l lo w in g  o n  o u r  
s c e n t , l i k e  a  h o u n d  ! ”  e x c la im e d  H u g h ,  u n d e r  h is  
b r e a th . “  I f  h e  c o m e s  w i t h i n  r e a c h , I ’m  g o i n g  to  
j u m p  o n  h im . H a v e  a  h a n d k e r c h i e f  r e a d y , s o m e 
o n e , t o  g a g  h im — h e  m u s tn ’ t  s h o u t .”

I n  a  m o m e n t  t h e  fe l lo w  w a s  u p o n  th e m .
T h e n  o u t  s p r a n g  H u g h  fr o m  h is  a m b u s h , s e iz in g  

t h e  s t a r t l e d  B o e r  b y  th e  t h r o a t ,  a n d  b e a r in g  h im  
t o  t h e  g r o u n d  o n  t h e  b a c k  o f  h i s  h e a d . T h e  
fe l lo w  h a d  n o  t im e  to  s h o u t ,  fo r  B u n n y  w a s  u p o n  
h im  in  a n  i n s t a n t  w i t h  a  h a n d k e r c h ie f ,  w h ic h  h e  
w o u n d  t i g h t l y  o v e r  h is  m o u th , g a g w is e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
o v e r  h is  e y e s .

“ N o w  l e t ’s g e t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s id e  o f  t h e  h e d g e  
w h e r e  t h e  g r o u n d ’s  h a r d e r  ! ”  w h is p e r e d  H u g h . 
“  C o m e  o n .”  A w a y  r a n  t h e  th r e e , le a v in g  t h e ir  
m a n  g a g g e d  u p o n  th e  g r o u n d  a n d  w i t h  h is  w r is t s  
t ie d  b e h in d  h is  b a c k .

“  I  h o p e  t h e y ’l l  f in d  h im  b e fo r e  h e  s ta r v e s , p o o r  
c h a p ,”  s a id  B u n n y .

B u n n y  n e e d  n o t  h a v e  f r e t t e d ,  f o r  w ith in  a  v e r y  
f e w  m in u t e s  t h e  g e n t le m a n  c o n c e r n e d  h a d  r e c o v 
e re d  t h e  u s e  o f  h is  v o ic e , i t  a p p e a r e d , i f  n o t  o f  h is  
h a n d s , a n d  w a s  s h o u t in g  b a c k  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  fo r  
a s s is ta n c e  a t  t h e  v e r y  l o u d e s t  p i t c h  o f  t h a t  o r g a n .

“  R u n  b o y s , f o r  a l l  y o u ’r e  w o r t h  ! ”  s a id  H u g h . 
“  W e ’ve o n  g r a s s , n o w , h e  w o n ’ t  t r a c k  u s  h e r e .”

“  B e a r  r o u n d  to w a r d s  t h e  station ," Sllc . ,  
B u n n y . “  W h y  n o t  b o a r d  th e  train  againth 
w o u ld  b e  t h e  la s t  t h i n g  t h e y ’ d  e x p e c t us t0 J0»

T h e r e  w e r e  s h o u ts  b e h in d , n o w , in more tU  
o n e  v o ic e . T h e  p o r t e r  h a d  b e e n  reinforced.

“  W a i t  a  s e c o n d , a n d  s e e  w h ic h  w ay they «, . 
lo o k  f o r  u s  ! ” s a id  H u g h .

T h e  c h a s e  s e e m e d  to  b e  te n d in g  straight acroa 
c o u n t r y ,  a n d  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  la n te r n — extinguished 
w h e n  i t s  b e a r e r  f e l l — n o w  f lic k e re d  and waved in 
t h e  s a m e  d ir e c t io n .

“ Y e s — b a c k  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n — ro u n d  here!" cried 
H u g h  ; a n d  w i t h i n  f iv e  m in u te s  the party had 
r e a c h e d  t h e  a b a n d o n e d  p la t fo r m  and, having first 
c h o s e n  a  t r u c k  c o n v e n ie n t  fo r  h id in g  purposes, 
h a d  c r e p t  u n d e r  a  ta r p a u lin , snug and ale. 
P r e s e n t ly  t h e  p u r s u e r s  re tu r n e d , arguing hotly. 
T h e  s t a t io n - m a s t e r  d id  n o t  b e lie v e  the porter's 
s to r y ,  a n d  a b u s e d  h im  r o u n d ly  fo r  keeping tie 
t r a in  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  s o m e  s i l l y  nightm are.

W h e n  n e x t  t h e  t r a i n  s to p p e d , a  little way out 
o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g , a t  t h e  ju n c t io n , the fugitive 
s lip p e d  o u t  o f  t h e i r  t r u c k  o n  th e  far side, 
w a s  s t i l l  q u it e  d a r k ,  a n d  t h e y  h a d  no difficulty in 
g e t t i n g  s a f e ly  a w a y  fr o m  th e  station . Bum; 
r e c o g n is e d  t h e  p la c e , a n d , k n o w in g  the count; 
w e l l ,  w a s  a b le  t o  g u id e  t h e  p a r ty  to  a quiet spit 
a t  th e  f o o t  o f  a  k o p je , w h e r e  a  sm all stream m 
a m id  r o c k s  a n d  b o u ld e r s . H e re , in  the dawnin; 
l i g h t ,  a l l  t h r e e  m e n  b a t h e d  a n d  m ad e  their break
f a s t  o f  t in n e d  m e a t  a n d  s w e e t  w ater, and when 
t h e y  h a d  f in is h e d  th e ir  r e p a s t , tw o  slept while the 
t h ir d  w a t c h e d , t a k i n g  t u r n s  in  th is  way throui 
o u t  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  d a y . I t  was five mi a 
fr o m  t h e  c i t y ,  a n d  w h e n  d a rk n e s s  set in again, 
t h e y  s t a r t e d  o n  f o o t  a n d  s o o n  reached their des
t in a t io n . .

J o h a n n e s b u r g , e s p e c ia l ly  a t  n ig h t, was at tffl 
t im e  l i k e  a  c i t y  o f  th e  d e a d . T h e  whole of the 
O u t la n d e r ,  a n d  th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  the Boer poF 
la t io n  w e r e  a b s e n t . H o u s e s  a n d  streets w®
d e s e r te d  ; b u i ld in g s  s h u t  u p  a n d  boarded.

B u n n y  k n e w  e v e r y  in c h  o f  th e  c ity , and ha » 
d i f f ic u lt y  in  g u id i n g  t h e  p a r ty , so  that b j'a 1̂  
e a r ly  h o u r  in  t h e  m o r n in g  t h e y  s a fe ly  reacy !  
la r g e  b u i ld i n g  w h ic h , in  h a p p ie r  days, had 
u s e d  a s  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  V a n  K rygkrafts 
o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  p r o s p e r o u s  in  th e  town.

H e r e  t h e y  fo u n d  fo o d  p r e p a re d  for theffl, 
w in e , a n d  b l a n k e t s — t h e r e  w e re  even boo 
r e a d . O n  th e  t a b l e  la y  a  p a p e r  w ith  these wo 
“  P le a s e — n o  l i g h t s ,  n o  n o is e , n o  smoking.

“  W h o  d id  a l l  t h i s  fo r  u s ? ” a s k e d  Hugh, t r  
m y  w o r d , i t ’s  b e e n  j o l l y  w e l l  m an ag e d  ! 0 
G e o f f  in s p ir e d  i t ,  b u t  w h o  d id  i t — that
o f  h is  ? ”  . be

B u n n y  d e c la r e d  t h a t  h e  im a g in e d  it 0
t r e m e ly  l i k e l y .
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The fo llo w in g  n i g h t  —  a f t e r  t h e  th r e e  la t e  
prisoners had s p e n t  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s  in  t h e  
house in a  c o n d it io n  n o t  f a l l i n g  fa r  s h o r t  o f  
luxury— G e o ff a p p e a r e d . H e  w a s  in  th e  v e r y  
best of sp irits, a n d  b r o u g h t  a  g o o d  re p o r t . H e  
described how  h e  h a d  a r r a n g e d  w i t h  h is  fe l lo w  
warders th a t n o th in g  n e e d  b e  s a id  a b o u t  t h e  
escape. T h e y  h a d  n o t  o b s e r v e d  i t  u n t i l  h e  p o in te d  
out that one o r t w o  c a p t iv e s  w e r e  m is s in g . T h e r e  
would be no p u r s u it , b e c a u s e  th e r e  w a s  n o  s u s 
picion of a n y th in g  w ro n g .

" ^  o u t  it  lo o k  f is h y  you  b e in g  a w a y  ? ”  a s k e d  
Jack p e rtin e n tly .

“  I explained t h a t  I  w a s  o ff f o r  a  c o u p le  o f  d a y s  
to Potchefstroom  to  s e e  m y  b e s t  g ir l ,1’ G e o f f  
laughed.

“ For P o tc h e fs tro o m  re a d  J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  a n d  
the tale w as p r e t t y  t r u e , y o u  s ly  o ld  ra s c a l ! ” 
said H ugh. “  W e ll, y o u r  b e s t  g ir l  h a s  d o n e  u s  
well here, an d  I ’m  t h i n k i n g  o f  g iv i n g  v o u  m y  
blessing w ith  h e r, a f t e r  a l l .”  ' *

Has a n y b o d y  t h o u g h t  o f  a  p la n  fo r  g e t t i n g  
a«ay to N a t a l?  ■’ a s k e d  C fe o ff, ig n o r in g  th e  
remark. “ I t 's  t im e  w e  fix e d  o n  s o m e t h i n g ;  w e  
cant stay here t i l l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r .” .

ack had. I t  w a s  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  s h o u ld  t r a v e l  
nig it  o n ly , a n d  s h o u ld  a v o i d  e v e r y  r a i lw a y ,  

t0WV’ e v e ry  v 'H a 8 e e v e n . M a f e k in g  m ig h t  
d e s tin a tio n , b e in g , p e r h a p s , th e  n e a r e s t  

“ R 3* W!**C^ ^ ie  l in e s  c o u ld  b e  e n te r e d .
2o i "  " ,  a re  w e , i f  a s k e d , a n d  w h e r e  a r e  w e
O iJ r ~  . U vo u s  can>t s p e a k  D u t c h ,” s a id  
JW ,  p e rtin e n tly . “ W h y  n o t ? ”

Vol. lii._i0

“  W e  m u s t  t r y  a n d  t h in k  o f  s o m e  p r a c t ic a l  r e p ly  
t o  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  w h ic h  w e  a r e  sure t o  b e  a s k e d ,” 
h e  a d d e d  p r e s e n t ly ,  s in c e  n o  o n e  s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  
a  s o lu t io n  r e a d y  t o  th e  p r o b le m  p u t  t o  th e m .

W h e n  e v e n in g  b e g a n  to  f a l l  c o o l a n d  d a r k  G e o ff  
le f t  t h e  h o u se .

“ T h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  o f  t h in g s  t o  a r r a n g e  o u ts id e , 
a n d  a s  P m  p e r h a p s  t h e  b e s t  B o e r  o f  t h e  p a r t y  I ’d  
b e t t e r  s e e  t o  t h e m ,”  h e  e x p la in e d . I  s h a ll  b e  
b a c k  in  a b o u t  a n  h o u r .”

B u n n y  w i n k e d  a t  H u g h  w h e n  h e  h a d  d is a p 
p e a re d . .

“  G o n e  to  s e e  V e s t a ,”  h e  s a id .
H u g h  n o d d e d  s a g e ly .
“ N o  h u r r y  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g , 

e h ,” h e  s a id , “  s o  fa r  a s  he’s c o n c e r n e d ? ”
G e o f f 'w e n t  s t r a i g h t  a w a y  t o  t h e  K r y g k r a f t  

m a n s io n , a s  w a s  m o s t  n a t u r a l  a n d  p r o p e r . H e  
w e n t  t o  t h a n k  V e s t a  o n c e  a g a in  fo r  t h e  k in d  a n d  
c o m p le te  a r r a n g e m e n ts  s h e  h a d  m a d e  fo r  th e  c o m 
fo r t  o f  h is  p a r ty . V e s t a  h a d  d o n e  a l l  t h i s  h e r s e lf , 
c a r r y i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  w i t h  h e r  o w n  h a n d s  a n d  b y  
n ig h t .

T h e  t w o  lo v e r s  s p e n t  a  h a p p y  h o u r  t o g e t h e r ,  
a n d  p r e s e n t ly  V e s t a  t o ld  G e o ff ,  h a l f  j e s t i n g ,  t h a t  
G u y  B u n s e n  la id  c o n s ta n t  s ie g e  t o  h e r  h e a r t .  
N o t h in g  w o u ld  k e e p  h im  a w a y  fr o m  th e  h o u s e , 
a n d  n o th in g  d is c o u r a g e d  h im .

“  W h y  is  h e  h e r e ? ’’ s a id  G e o ff ,  a n g r i ly .  “ H a s  
h e  a  r ig h t  to  r e m a in  in  t h e  p la c e  ? H e  is  n o  lo n g e r  
i l l ,  I  s u p p o s e , i f  lie  e v e r  w a s .”

“  I f  o n ly  M r. K r u g e r  w o u ld  k i n d ly  tu r n  h im  
o u t ,”  V e s t a  la u g h e d , “  h o w  h a p p y  I  s h o u ld  b e  ! ”
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“  I s h o u ld  g o  a n d  s m a s h  h im ,"  s a id  G e o ff , “  h u t  
l ie  m u s t  n o t  k n o w  I ’m  h c ic ,  fo r , a s  y o u  k n o w , h e  
h a te s  m e, a n d  h e ’s  q u it e  e a p a b le  o f  v e n t i n g  h is  
s p ite  u p o n  m e  in  s o m e  d a s t a r d ly  w a y , s u c h  a s — ”

G e o f f  w a s  in t e r r u p t e d  in h is  s e n te n c e  b y  a  l i t t l e  
c r y  fro m  V e s t a .  H e  lo o k e d  u p  s u r p r is e d , a n d  h is  
e y e s  s u d d e n ly  g r e w  c o ld  a n d  s te r n , f o r  th e r e , h a l f 
w a y  b e tw e e n  t h e  d o o r  a n d  V e s t a ,  s to o d  B u n s e n  
h im s e lf .

“  H o w  lo n g  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  t h e r e , y o u  s n e a k in g  
h o u n d ?  ’ s a id  G e o f f  f u r io u s ly ,  b a r e ly  r e s tr a in in g  
h im s e lf  fr o m  f a l l i n g  u p o n  th e  e a v e s d r o p p e r .

“ L o n g  e n o u g h  t o  h e a r  y o u r  la s t  s e n te n c e , m y

fr ie n d . W h a t  y o u  s a y  is  q u it e  t r u e ;  I 
y o u , a n d  1 am  c a p a b le  o f  g e t t i n g  y o u  into trouhk 
— v e n t in g  m y  s p ite  u p o n  y o u , a s  y o u  express it 
in  fa c t ,  I  h a v e  e v e r y  in t e n t io n  o f  d o in g  so !” ’

T h e  l i t t l e  p a r t y  o f  t h r e e  a t  th e  B ank House 
b e g a n  to  g r o w  n e r v o u s  a s  th e  n ig h t  wore oa &nl 
G e o f f  d id  n o t  r e tu r n .

E le v e n  o ’c lo c k , t w e l v e — o n e  o ’c lo ck  came and 
s t i l l  h e  w a s  a b s e n t .

“  C a n  lie  h a v e  g o t  n a b b e d  1 ”  sa id  Bunny, hi* 
te e t h  a l l  a - c h a t t e r  w i t h  a g ita t io n . “ I think HI 
g o  o u t  a n d  s c o u t  a r o u n d — I  d o n ’t  l ik e  it.”
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T H E  F R E E  W H E E L :
WHAT IT IS, AND WHAT IT DOES.

B y H aydon P er r y ,

IT is re c o rd e d  o f  a n  A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l b o y  t h a t  
when a s k e d  i f  h e  w a s  in  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  fr e e  
wheel h e  p r o m p t ly  r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e  g u e s s e d  

he was, .
The slang o f  A m e r ic a  

uses the w o rd  “  w h e e l  ”  
to mean th e  w h o le  m a 
chine— a p r a c tic e  I  h o p e  
every E n g lish  b o y  w ill  
do his best to  d is c o u r 
s e — and th e  y o u th  in  
question th o u g h t h e  w a s  
pronouncing in fa v o u r  o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
of bicycles g ra tis . A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e , 
there are p r o b a b ly  fe w  b o y s  in  e i t h e r  
country w ho d o  n o t  a t t a c h  a  q u i t e  d i f f e r 
ent m eaning to  th e  p h r a s e  “ f r e e  w h e e l . ”  

it is u n lik e ly  th a t  m o r e  th a n  a  s m a l l  
minority k n o w  e x a c t ly  w h a t  t h e  t e r m  i m 
plies, while a  s till le s s e r  n u m b e r  a r e  a b le  
to speak o f  its  a d v a n t a g e s  a n d  d is a d v a n -  

ges from a c tu a l e x p e r ie n c e .  T o  b e g i n  
Blt i th?n, a  fre e  w h e e l  b i c y c l e  is  o n e  s o  
constructed th a t th e  r i d e r  is  a b l e  a t  w i l l  

cease p e d a llin g , a n d  r e m a in  w ith  f e e t  
rest w h ile  th e  m a c h i n e  c o n t i n u e s  t o

tha , onv:l r^ >>)’ >ts o w n  m o m e n t u m . I n  
?? broad p r in c ip le s  o f  t h is  t h e r e  i 
7 ,g new. X o r  is  it  ev 

application to  th e  c y c l e .  ... . . .  . . . .
mam, 'n t*l e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  t r ic y c l e s  
comm JearS a § 0) a n t * t o -d a y  i t  is  t h ecvcIp ° r ef  to  s e e  t l i e  c a r r ie r  tr i-

0 th e  e r r a n d  b o y  s l i p p i n g  d o w n  a

i .

i s  n o 
e v e n  n e w  in  i t s  

I t  w a s  e tn -

TUF, r, TV I. F T  
BH.es e .

s lo p e ,  h is  f e e t  r e m a in in g  m o t io n le s s ,  w h i le  a  lo u d  
c l i c k i n g  n o is e  is  u s u a l ly  h e a r d  p r o c e e d i n g  fr o m  
t h e  m a c h in e .  T h i s  i s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  r a t c h e t

r u n n in g  o v e r  t h e  t e e th  
o f  t h e  r a t c h e t  - w h e e l ,  
j u s t  a s  t h e y  d o  in  t h e  
c r o w  - b o y ’s r a t t le .  I n 
d e e d ,  i f  a n y o n e  w i l l  
e x a m i n e  o n e  o f  t^ o s e  
r a t t le s ,  w h ic h  a r e  m a d e  
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
f r ig h t e n in g  c r o w s  fr o m  

t h e  c o r n , h e  w i l l  s e e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  in  a  
m o m e n t  w h a t  t h e  a c t io n  o f  a  r a t c h e t  is . 
H e  w il l  s e e  t h a t  t h e  r a t c h e t  is  s o  a d 
j u s t e d  a s  t o  p r e s s  u p o n  t h e  r a t c h e t - w h e e l  
w ith  t h e  a c t i o n ' o f  . a  s p r in g . I t  c a n  b e  
d r a w n  o f f  t h e  p a r t ic u la r  t o o t h  u p o n  w h ic h  
i t  is  r e s t in g , s o  a s  t o  fa l l  u p o n  t h e  n e x t  
o n e  w ith  a  s n a p ; b u t  i t  c a n n o t  b e  p u s h e d  
in  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t io n ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  s p r in g  
fo r b id s  i t  f r o m  m o u n t in g  t h e  t o o t h  fr o m  
w h ic h  i t  h a s  fa l le n .  I f  t h e  h a n d l e  o f  th e  
r a t t le  b e  t u r n e d  r o u n d , t h e  r a t t le  w ill  b e  
t u r n e d  r o u n d  a ls o ,  b u t  q u it e  s i le n t ly .  I f ,  
o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , . t h e  h a f t  o f  t h e  r a t t le  
b e  g r a s p e d  a n d  t h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  r a t t le  
s p u n  r o u n d , i t s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c la t t e r  is  a t  
o n c e  p r o d u c e d .  N o w  t h e  f ir s t  k i n d  o f  
r o t a t io n  m a y  b e  l i k e n e d  t o  th e  d r i v in g  o f  
a  fr e e  w h e e l  b i c y c l e ,  w h i le  t h e  h a n d l in g  
o f  t h e  r a t t le ,  a s  c o m m o n ly  u s e d , g iv e s  a  
m o t io n  r e s e m b l i n g  t h a t  o f  t h e  r u n n in g  o f  
a  f r e e  w h e e l  w h e n , i n s t e a d  o f  d r i v in g  it,
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t h e  p e d a l s  a n d  c h a i n  
a r e  a t  r e s t ; fo r  t h e r e  
is  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  
a  s o m e w h a t  s im i la r  
k i n d  c o n c e a l e d  w it h in  
t h e  h u b  o f  t h e  b i 
c y c le .

A m o n g  t h e  i l lu s t r a 
t io n s  t o  th is  a r t i c l e  
v a r io u s  m a k e s  o f  h u b s  
a r e  s h o w n  d i s s e c t e d ,  
s o  t h a t  t h e i r  h i d d e n  
m e c h a n i s m  i s  l a id  
o p e n  fo r  i n s p e c t io n .

• T h e  W h i p p e t  f r e e  
w h e e l  is  a  g o o d  e x a m 
p l e  t o  e x a m in e .  I t  
w i l l  b e  e v id e n t  t h a t  
w h e n  t h e  o u t e r  p o r 
t io n  is  t u r n e d  in  o n e  
d i r e c t io n  t h e  r a t c h e t s  
m u s t  r e c e i v e  a  t h r u s t  
b y  w h i c h  d r iv in g  f o r c e  
w il l  b e  i m p a r t e d .  B u t  
i f  t h is  d r i v in g  c e a s e s ,  t h e  i n n e r  p o r t i o n  c a n  s t i l l  
g o  o n  t u r n in g ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  w h o le  w h e e l  w h i c h  
is  b u i l t  u p o n  it  r u n s  a s  a  
f r e e  w h e e l .

B u t  t h is  f r e e d o m  is  n o t  
a l w a y s  o b t a in e d  b y  a  d e 
v i c e  l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e  
W h i p p e t ,  o r  t h a t  o f  th e  
R a l e i g h ,  w h ic h  w i l l  b e  
s e e n  to  c l o s e l y  r e s e m b le  
it. ^ h e  p la n  a d o p t e d  in 
t h e  C h a t e r - L e a  m a c h i n e  
i n v o lv e s  a n  i n n e r  d r iv in g  
m e c h a n i s m  w it h  f ix e d  p r o j e c t i o n s ; t h e  m o v e 
a b le  p a r ts  b e in g  h e r e  fo u n d  in  t h e  o u t e r  r in g .

WHIPPET FREE WHEEL— SIRE VIEW.

I t  w ill h e  noticed (ha
th e s e  parts can te,II{
in t o  th e ir  recesses in 
o r d e r  to  slideoverthe 
p r p je c t io n s  when the 
w h e e l  is running fret 
a n d  th a t th e  ]iU|e
s p r in g s  w ill force them
o u t  a g a in  when thev 

, a r e  req u ired  as a pm.
, c h a s e  f o r  driving 

A g a in ,  in the contri
v a n c e  manufactured 
b y  P e rry  &  C o , both 
t h e  i n n e r  and the 
o u te r  portions are fa- 
tu r e s . B u t between 
t h e m  is an  arrange
m e n t  o f  rollers, shorn 
a s  s m a ll circles in the 
i l l u s t r a t i o n .  These 
r o lle r s  a re  confined in 
l i t t le  chambers,which 
u p o n  examination will 

b e  s e e n  t o  b e  n a r r o w e r  a t  o n e  e n d  than at the 
o t h e r .  I t  is  c le a r  th a t ,  w h e n  th e  outer portion 

o f  t h e  m e c h a n is m  is 
t u r n e d  in  o n e  direction, 
t h e  r o lle r s  w ill jam at the 
n a r r o w e r  e n d , make fast 
a  c o n n e c t io n  w ith the 
i n n e r  p a rt, a n d  so come) 
d r i v in g  fo r c e  to it. When 
t h e  w h e e l is running free 
t h i s  ja m m in g  is relaxed 
'P h is  is  o n ly  a  variation 

. o f  t h e  d e v ic e  marketed by
t h e  E n f i e l d  C y c l e  C o . ,  b u t  th e  illustration in 
t h e  fo r m e r  c a s e  is , p e r h a p s ,  a  tr ifle  clearer and

CHATER LEA FREE WHEEL.

WHIPPET FREE WHEEL— DISSECTED.
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more s e lf-e x p la n a to ry . T h e r e  is  n o  n e e d  t o  
dwell upon d if fe r e n c e s  o f  m e c h a n i c a l  d e t a i l  in  
the various o th e r  d e v i c e s  d e p i c t e d  h e r e . A  
careful in s p e c tio n  o f  a n y  o f  t h e m  w ill  s h o w  
that all d e p e n d  u p o n  t h e  p r i n c i p le  o f  a n  
inner and a n  o u te r  s y s t e m  o f  m e c h a n is m  
which can b e  b o u n d  t o g e t h e r  fo r  d r iv in g  
purposes, a n d  m o r e  o r  le s s  c o m p l e t e l y  d i s 
connected a t t im e s  w h e n  it  is  d e s ir e d  th a t  
the wheel s h a ll ru n  fr e e . T h e  “ P a ll  M a l l ”  
clutch o f th e  W ilk in s o n  S w o r d  C o . ,  a n d  th e  
Bradbury C o . ’s “ F r e e  W h e e l  a t  W i l l , ”  a r e  
no excep tions, a l t h o u g h  t h e  i l lu s t r a t io n s  to  
these show th e ir  s p e c ia l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  le s s  
dissected o u t. S o  m u c h ,  t h e n ,  fo r  w h a t  th e  
free wheel i s ; le t  u s  n o w ' fo r  a  s p a c e  p r o c e e d  
to the c o n sid e ra tio n  o f  w h a t  it  d o e s .

re s t  u p o n  t h e  p e d a ls .  O n  a n  o r d in a r y  m a c h in e  
o n ly  a n  e x p e r t  r i d e r  c a n  k e e p  h i s ‘p e d a ls  w h e n  
f ly in g  d o w n  h i l l  a t  v e r y  h ig h  s p e e d s , e v e n  w ith  a  
v e r y  h ig h  g e a r  a n d  a  t h e r e f o r e  r e la t iv e ly  s lo w  ra te  
o f  p e d a l l in g .  T r u e ,  h e  c o u l d  e m p l o y  f o o t - r e s t s ; 
b u t  o n e  o f  t h e  f ir s t  t h in g s  t h e  fr e e  w h e e l  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  w a s  t h e  s u p e r io r i t y  o f  t h e  p e d a ls  
a s  r e s ts ,  b o t h  o n  t h e  s c o r e  o f  c o m fo r t  a n d  o n  
t h a t  o f  s a fe ty . T h e  p o s i t io n  w h e n  p e d a l l i n g  is  
a  n a t u r a l  o n e — t h a t  is , i f  t h e  r id e r  h a s  c h o s e n  a  
m a c h i n e  o f  s u c h  d e s i g n  t h a t  it  s h a l l  b e  s o . I t  
s o m e w h a t  r e s e m b l e s  t h e  p o s i t io n  w h e n  w a lk in g .  
B u t  t h e  p o s t u r e  o f  a  r id e r  u s in g  fo o t- r e s ts  o n  
t h e  fo r k s ,  o r  o n  th e  fo r k - c r o w n , is  u n l ik e  t h a t  o f  
e i t h e r  w a lk in g ,  s t a n d in g ,  s i t t in g ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  
a c c u s t o m e d  a t t i t u d e .  M o r e o v e r ,  it  r e d is t r ib u t e s  
t h e  w e ig h t ,  a n d  a  g o o d  m a c h i n e  is  c o n s t r u c t e d  
t o  t a k e  t h e  w e ig h t  b e s t  w h e n  t h e  r id e r  is  in  h is  
p e d a l l i n g  p o s t u r e .  I f  y o u r  s a d d l e  is  e x a c t ly  
r ig h t  fo r  r id in g ,  it  v e r y  o f t e n  s e e m s  w r o n g  fo r  
c o a s t i n g  “  f e e t  u p .”  T h a t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  is  n e v e r  
s o  w it h  t h e  fr e e  w h e e l .  A n d  w h a t  is  m o r e
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The m ost o b v io u s  p o w e r  it  c o n fe r s  u p o n  t h e  c o m f o r t a b l e  is  a l s o  s a fe r , b e c a u s e  o n  a n y  s o r t
nder is th at o f  s h o o t i n g  h i l l s  w ith  t h e  fe e t  a t  o f  e m e r g e n c y  i t  is  v e r y  im p o r t a n t  to  h a v e  a  firm

p u r c h a s e  o n  t h e  s a d d le .  I t  m a y  t h e r e f o r e  
b e  s a id  t h a t  t h e  f r e e  w h e e l  p e r m it s  o f  fa s te r  
c o a s t i n g  t h a n  it  w o u ld  b e  p r u d e n t ,  u n d e r  l ik e  
c ir c u m s t a n c e s ,  t o  i n d u l g e  in  o n  a n  o r d in a r y  
b i c y c l e .

B u t  it is  n o t  o n ly  u p o n  h ills ,  r e c o g n is e d  
a s  s u c h , t h a t  t h e  fr e e  w h e e l  is  a n  a d v a n t a g e .  
I n  a  fa ir ly  l e v e l - l o o k i n g  r o a d  t h e r e  a r e  a ll  
s o r t s  o f  g r a d ie n t s  t h a t  a r e  n o t i c e a b l e  t o  th e  
c y c l i s t .  T h e  f r e e  w h e e le r  in s t in c t iv e l y  t a k e s  
a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e m  b y  k n o c k i n g  off" w o r k  fo r  
a  s p a c e .  S i m i la r ly ,  w ith  a  h ig h  w in d  b e h in d  
h im  o n  a  l e v e l  r o a d  h e  c a n  s im p ly  s a il  
a l o n g ;  b u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h is  c o n d it i o n  o f  th in g  
is  s o  ra r e  t h a t  n o  o n e  w o u ld  h a v e  a  s p e c ia l  
d e v i c e  s u c h  a s  t h e  f r e e d  w h e e l  fo r  th a t  
a lo n e .  I t  is  t h e  o r d in a r y  u p s  a n d  d o w n s  o f  
e v e r y - d a y  c y c l i n g  t h a t  w e ig h  m o s t  in  th e  
b a la n c e ,  a n d  it  is  h e r e  t h a t  th e  fr e e  w h e e l  
b r in g s  c y c l i n g  o n e  p o i n t  n e a r e r  to  t h e  a r t

* OX'E-I'OINI p e d a l  b r a k e .
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o f  f l ig h t . N o t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  tire  p r i c e  a t  w h ic h  
t h i s  a d v a n c e  is  g a i n e d .  T h e  a r t  o f  b a c k 
p e d a l l i n g  is  lo s t .  T h i s  fa c t  is  s u f f ic ie n t  to  
m a k e  it  n e c e s s a r y  to
r e v i s e  t h e  w h o l e  s y s 
t e m  b y  w h i c h  t h e  
s p e e d  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e  
is  c o n t r o l l e d .  I  d a r e 
s a y  e v e r y  r i d e r  is  a b le  
t o  c a l l  t o  m in d  h i lls  
d  o  w  n  w h i c h  h e  
k n o w s  h e  c a n  g o  d e 
p e n d i n g  u p o n  b a c k 
p e d a l l i n g  o n l y  ; a n d  
e v e r y  r id e r  w h o  u s e s  
a  b r a k e  k n o w s  h i l l s

c a lc u l a t e d  to  be e i g h t  t im e s  a s  e ffectiv e  as o 
o f  th e  o r d i n a r y  p l u n g e r  p a t t e r n . N 0 |le  ^  | "e 
it  is  u n w is e  to  t r u s t  y o u s e l f  e n t ir e ly  to  it.

s e e , in  ih e  ordinal
c a s e  i f  a  brake f0, 
a n y  reason  fails yw
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t h a t  h e  c a n  d e s c e n d  in  s a f e t y  w h i le  r e l y i n g  
u p o n  t h e  b r a k e  a l o n e .  B u t  h e  a l s o  k n o w s  o f  
d e c l i v i t i e s  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  m a c h i n e  c a n n o t  b e  
h e l d  in  c h e c k  w i t h o u t  r e s o r t  to  b o t h  m e a n s  o f  
h o l d i n g  it  in . I t  is  c le a r  t h a t  h i l ls  o f  t h is  k i n d  
c a n n o t  b e  r id d e n  d o w n  b y  a  fr e e  w h e e l e r  w i t h 
o u t  t e r r i b l e  r is k s , u n le s s  h e  is  p r o v i d e d  w ith  
b e t t e r  b r a k i n g  p o w e r  th a n  h a s  b e e n  u s u a l ly  
a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  b i c y c l e .  T h i s  o p e n s  t h e  w h o l e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  b r a k e s ,  w h ic h  t h e r e  is  n o t  h e r e  s p a c e  
t o  d i s c u s s .  S u f f ic e  it  t o  s a y  t h a t  i n v e n t o r s  h a v e  
e a s i l y  r is e n  t o  t h e  o c c a s io n ,  a n d  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  
a p p l i a n c e s  s u f f i c ie n t ly  p o w e r f u l  t o  b r in g  a  r u n 
a w a y  m a c h i n e  t o  a  s t a n d s t i l l  in  t h e  m id d l e  o f  
t h e  s t e e p e s t  h i l l .  A l l  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e s e  p o w e r 
fu l  b r a k e s  a r e  a p p l i e d  to  t h e  r im , a n d  n o t  to  t h e

c a n  s till b ack pedal. 
W it h  th e free wheel 
i f  t h e  b rake  fails you 
h a v e  n oth in g to fa|] 
b a c k  u p o n . There 
fo r e  it is wise to 
h a v e  tw o  brakes— 
o n e  o n  ea ch  rim. It 
i s  -a m o o t  point 
w h e th e r  or not both 

o f  t h e s e  s h o u ld  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  h a n d ;  but one 
o f  t h e m  c e r t a i n l y  s h o u ld ,  n a m e ly , that on the 
f r o n t  r im . T h e  L i n l e y  b r a k e ,  o f  w h ich  an illus
t r a t io n  is  g iv e n ,  i s  a  t r u ly  a d m ir a b le  example of 
t h is  c la s s .  I f  t h e  b r a k e  o n  th e  b a ck  wheel is 
a  p e d a l- w o r k e d  b r a k e ,  it  s h o u ld  b e  on e of those 
t h a t  c a n  o n ly  b e  p u t  o n  w h e n  th e  pedal is in 
a  c e r t a in  p o s i t io n ,  a n d  n o t  o n e  o f  those which 
c a n  g o  o n  a t  a n y  p o in t .

T h u s  e q u i p p e d  w ith  t w o  g o o d  brakes the 
r id e r  c a n  d e s c e n d  a lm o s t  a n y  d e c liv ity , and all 
h is  d o w n h i l l  w o r k  m a y  b e  d o n e  a t far higher 
s p e e d s  th a n  w o u l d  o t h e r w is e  b e  prudent, for he 
h a s  in  r e s e r v e  a  p r a c t i c a l ly  p e r fe c t  control. The 
fr e e  w h e e l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  m a k e s  tr a v e llin g  over hilly 
g r o u n d  m u c h  fa s t e r  t h a n  it  u s e d  to be. In
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ty r e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  in  n o  w a y  d e p e n d  u p o n  t h e  
t y r e  b e in g  in f la t e d ,  a n d  c a n n o t  b y  a n y  p o s s i 
b i l i t y  i n j u r e  it. A  b r a k e  o f  t h is  d e s c r i p t io n  is

tr a f fic , a n d  o v e r  m u d d y  o r  g r e a s y  su^ aĈ 0( 
a ls o  m a k e s  r i d i n g  s a fe r , b e c a u s e  th e  abs*n J  
a n y  o f  th e  s id e p la y  c a u s e d  b y  th e a le  j
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-sure o f  th e  L e t  a l l o w s  o f  s t e a d ie r  a n d  m o r e  
K a t e  s te e r in g .  F u r t h e r ,  i n  a l l  r o u n d  r i d i n g  

aves la b o u r ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t  o n e  c a n  r i d e  
farther a n d  fa s te r  t h a n  h e r e t o f o r e  w i t h o u t  p u t t i n g  
forth a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  e f f o r t .  T h e  a m o u n t  o t  
bbour save d  w i l l  v a r y  m u c h  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
the d is tr ic t. T a k e n  a l t o g e t h e r  t h e  l a b o u r  s a v e d ,  
a lthough c o n s id e r a b le ,  is  p r o b a b l y  n o t  s o  g r e a t  

some fre e  w h e e l  e n t h u s ia s t s  h a v e  m a d e  o u t .  
It has be en  a r g u e d  t h a t  i f  y o u  o n l y  p e d a l  f o u r  
miles fo r  e v e r y  l i v e  m i le s  t r a v e r s e d  y o u  s a v e  
one-fifth o f  t h e  w o r k .  B u t  i t  m u s t  n o t  
be fo rg o tte n  t h a t  i n  o r d i n a r y  c i r c u n v  
stances th e  m i le  o f  g r o u n d  f a v o u r a b le  
to easy r u n n in g  is  n o t  o n e  o n  w h i c h  a n  
average fa ir  s h a r e  o f  w o r k  is  b e in g  
done. S t i l l ,  i f  o n l y  o n e - t e n t h ,  o r  e v e n  
on e -tw e n tie th , o f  t h e  w o r k  o f  d r i v i n g  
is done a w a y  w i t h ,  t h e  f r e e  w h e e l  s t a n d s  
established as  in  a d v a n c e  o f  i t s  r i v a l s .
There is  o n e  k i n d  o f  w o r k  w h i c h  
it ca n n o t h e lp  s a v in g ,  t h o u g h  t h a t

is  a  m a t te r  w h i c h  o n l y  t h e  b a d  r id e r  w i l l  ap * 
p r e d a t e — t h e  s a v i n g  o f  t h e  w o r k  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  
d o n e  b y  a  b a d  p e d a l le r  a g a in s t  h im s e lf .  T h i s  
d o e s  n o t  r e t a r d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  a  f r e e d  w h e e l  in  
th e  w a y  t h a t  t h e  “ b a c k l a s h ”  o f  t h e . c h a i n  d o e s  
a n  o r d in a r y  b i c y c l e .  A l l  t h e  s a m e  it  is  w e ll  to  
b e a r  in  m in d  t h a t  g o o d  p e d a l l i n g  is  h i g h l y  d e 
s ir a b le  w ith  t h e  fr e e  w h e e l ,  fo r  i f  t h e  f o o t  is  n o t  
p i c k e d  u p  n e a t l y  a n d  p r e t t i ly  w ith  t h e  r is in g  
p e d a l  i t  c o u n t e r b a l a n c e s  to  s o m e  e x t e n t  t h e  
p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  fa l l in g  o n e ,  a n d  to  t h a t  e x t e n t  

is  a  c a u s e  o f  w a s t e d  e ffo r t . ;
T o  s u m  u p , t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  o f  th e  

fr e e  w h e e l .- m a y  b e  n a m e d  u n d e r  t h e  
h e a d i n g s  o f  i n c r e a s e d  c o m p l i c a t io n ,  
i n c r e a s e d  w e ig h t ,  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t .  
A g a i n s t  t h e s e  w e  m a y  s e t  t h e  a d v a n 
t a g e s  o f  i n c r e a s e d  e a s e  o f  d r iv in g ,  i n 
c r e a s e d  s p e e d , i n c r e a s e d  c o m f o r t ,  a n d  
in c r e a s e d  s a fe ty . A f t e r  s u c h  a  s u m 
m in g  u p  it  is  n o t  d i f f ic u lt  to  g u e s s  w h a t  
t h e  f in a l  v e r d i c t  w ill  b e .

LETTER TO YE OLDE FAGGEi.

^  ^ A P -T A IN E ! ^  *s to  ^ e e
: A c c e p t  f e l i c i t a t i o n s  f r a m e  o n e
: T h a t  n o th  o ld  E n g l is h  b u t  a

l i t t e l  th in g .
The Capit.une is to the bords with fun,
The dainty m aid , w h o  b o is te ro u s  g a m e s  d o th  s lu m , 

buds as much p le a su r e  in  t h y  v a r ie d  p a g e  
w y  boy, al be he d u ll  o r  s a g e .

To thee, 0  A n c ie n t  F a g g e , I  n o w e  d o  t u r n e ,  
my steL  p e n n e , y - t e m p e r e d  in  i n k e —  

p karfit g r a t itu d e  m y  h a r t  d o t h  b u r n e , 
ut I can d o e w ith o u te  th e  b lo d , I  t l i in k e )  
raise thee, o f  a l l  p a r fe t t io n  th e  p in k , 

or aving g iv e n  m e a  b e a u t e o u s  p r is e —
■ 88! tis sp en t n o w — h e a r  m y  h e a v y  s ig h s  1

0 Ancient W orker < ( i f  y o u  like, “  O ld e  F a g g e ” )
Lat G ' V 1 d l ' s  r y m e  w h ic h  I  i n d i t e  t o  t h e e  ;

B u tV ^ m e ,in te re 8 t- 1 P>'io th e e , f la g g e , 
m y l i t te l  p o e tn  s e e m  t o  b e e

F rn m ^  ,  .t lc  l h o u  m o t e s t  see ,
In nr^Dy r’en<* o r la d >'e C a p it a in c ,

0r P °e sy , w h a t  lo s s  o r  g a in e  ?

A n d  o n e  t h in g ,  O . F . ,  w h ic h  h a s  w o n n e  m y  h a rt , 
I s  t h a t  to  e v r ie  s to r ie , sac ld e  o r  g a y e ,

T h o u  c h u s e th  m e n  w h o  s o m e th in g  k n o w  o f  a r t  
T o  i l lu s t r a t e  it . T h a t  is  n a t  t h e  w a y e  
O f  m a n y  b o k e s  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  d a y e .

T h e  a r t is t s  I  l i k e  b e s t  a r e  " W h itw e ll, B r o w n e ,
G i l  le t — a n d  S o p e r , to o , I  m u s t  p u t  d o w n e .

L a s t e ,  b u t  n a t  le s te , m y  p r a is e  to  M a is t r e  G o o c h , 
M o s t  c e r t i n l y  a  f e t i s  m a n  o f  p a r ts ,

F o r  u n t o  h im  n o o n  o t h e r  o n e  c a n  to u c h .
H e  h a s  w o n n e  a l  y o u n g  s t a m p  c o lle c t o r s ’ h a rts .
I  c o l le c t  s ta m p s , a n d  t h e r f o r  t o  t h e  m a r t s  

I  o f t t im e s  s t r a y — b u t  e v e r  w is h  a  g u id e ,
A n d  so  I  k e e p  h is  w r i t in g s  b y  m y  s id e .

F a r e w e l l ,  O ld e  F a g g e ,  a n  t h o u  h a s t  r e a d  a s  m u c h , 
M y  “  b u r b l e ”  m a y  h a n  m a d e  th e e  c r y  o r  la u g h  ; 

B u t ,  h o w s o e ’e r , n o w  n o  m o r e  m o t  I  to u c h .
M y  lo v e  a n d  c o m p lim e n ts  to  a l l  t h e  s t a f f  
( A l t h o ’ a t  m e s s a g e s  I  s ’p o s e  t h e y  c h a f f? )

M y  lo v e  fo r  th e e , t ’e x p r e s s  I  w o l l  n a t  t r y e —  
R e m e m b e r  m e , t h in e  d o t t y

E yed Aw ry .



Illustrated by Stewart Browne.

R SALE.—Three white mice, trained and tractable. 
Have won prizes. Must be sold cheap.—Apply, 

Jones, Llanymacnylwnch, Merioneth.

T h e  a b o v e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  w a s  c o n s p ic u o u s  o n  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  in k  a n d  p e n c i l  m a r k s  a r o u n d  i t .  I t  
a p p e a r e d  in  a  p o p u la r  jo u r n a l  l y i n g  o p e n  u p o n  t h e  
l i b r a r y  t a b l e  a t  S t .  K i l d a ’s  G r a m m a r  S c h o o l ,  a n d  
i t  h a d  a lr e a d y  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  n o t ic e  o f  e v e r y  b o y  
w h o s e  f a n c i e r  in s t in c t  h a d  b e e n  d e v e lo p e d  b y  a  
s o jo u r n  in  th e  F o u r t h  F o r m .

T h e  F o u r t h  F o r m  a t  S t ,  K i l d a ’s  w a s  a  h o t b e d  o f  
fa n c ie r s . B o y s  w h o  h a d  in  t h e  L o w e r  S c h o o l  
s h o w n  n o  m o r e  s t r i k i n g  p a r t i a l i t y  f o r  n a t u r a l  
h is t o r y  t h a n  a n  o c c a s io n a l  in t e r e s t  in  r a t - c a t c h in g ,  
b e c a m e  th e  m o s t  a r d e n t  c o lle c to r s  o f  w i l d  a n im a ls  
a n d  r e p t i le s  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  c a m e  t o  b r e a t h e  th e  
a i r  o f  B u n d e r ’s  ro o m . T h e r e  w a s  s o m e t h in g  i r r e 
s i s t i b ly  i n t o x i c a t i n g  a b o u t  t h a t  a ir , a n d  fr o m  t h e  
R e v .  J o h n  B u n d e r  d o w n w a r d  to  th e  la t e s t  r e m o v e , 
e v e r y  s o u l in  t h a t  c la s s - r o o m  w a s  a  fa n c ie r .

J o h n  B u n d e r  h a d  b e e n  m a s te r  o f  t h e  F o u r t h  
fo r  t w e n t y - f iv e  y e a r s . H e  h a d  c o m e  d i r e c t  fr o m  
a  c o u n t r y  l i v i n g ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  h i 3  w i f e ,  h is  
c h ild r e n , h is  d o g s , a n d  h is  D o r k in g s .  T h e  fo r m e r  
w e r e  a c c o m m o d a te d  in  t h e  d in g y  r e s id e n c e  a l lo t t e d  
to  m a s te r s  o f  t h e  F o u r t h  ; t h e  la t t e r  h a d  n e w  a n d  
l u x u r io u s  a p a r t m e n t s  in  t h e  k it c h e n  g a r d e n  ; a n d  
t h e  F o u r t h  F o r m  fr o m  t h a t  d a y  t o o k  u p o n  i t s e l f  
t h e  s t u d y  o f  b u l ld o g s  a n d  S i lv e r  D o r k i n g s  a s  
s u b je c t s  in c lu d e d  in  a  m o d e r n  c o lle g e  c u r r ic u lu m . 
F o r  t w e n t y  - f iv e  y e a r s  J o h n  B u n d e r  r e ig n e d  
s u p r e m e  o v e r  t h e  F o u r t h  F o r m , t r a n s la t i n g  C a e s a r 
u n t i l  h e  f o r g o t  th e r e  w e r e  a n y  o th e r  L a t i n  w r ite r s ,

a n d  d e m o n s t r a t in g  t h e  f ir s t  b o o k  o f Euclid until 
h e  f a i le d  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  th e  ta len ted  authorial 
c o m p o s e d  o th e r  w o r k s  o n  th e  sam e subject. He 
a c c e p te d  h is  d u t y ,  a n d  d id  i t  to  the last detaiL 
B u t  h is  a m b it io n  l a y  w i t h  h is  D orkings, and lie 
p r o s p e c t  o f  J o h n  B u n d e r  e v e r  occupyin g a higber 
p o s it io n  in  th e  s c h o la s t ic  w o rld  th an  the master
s h ip  o f  t h e  F o u r t h  F o r m  a t  S t. K ild a ’s was h* 
o n l y  r e m o te , b u t  a b s o lu t e ly  non existent.

W i t h  s u c h  a n  e x a m p le  b e fo re  them , then, what 
w o n d e r  is  i t  t h a t  t h e  w h o le  F o u r th  Form beam 
p o s s e s s e d  o f  t h a t  f a n c ie r  s p ir i t  th a t can only i* 
s a t is f ie d  b y  a n  o v e r d o s e  o f  u n savo u ry  surround
in g s  1 B i g g s  M a j o r — t h e  p r e s e n t head of the fonfc 
w h o  l i v e d  in  d a i l y  f e a r  o f  a  rem o ve to a higta 
e s t a t e — k e p t  h o m in g  p ig e o n s , a n d  spent the W  
p a r t  o f  h is  t im e  b e t w e e n  le sso n s  in  m anu factu re 
a  c y p h e r  c o d e  f o r  u s e  in  d e sp a tch in g  message 
W i l k i n s  “ M i.”  k e p t  r a b b i t s  in  h is study for *  
w e e k s , a n d  i t  w a s  o n ly  a f t e r  th e  whole of 
d r a in s  in  th e  h o u s e  h a d  b een  opened that 
c a u s e  o f  t h e  d is a g r e e a b le  o d o u r  was discov 
a n d  r e m o v e d  to  th e  g a r d e n e r ’s  tool-shed. 
T i p k i n s  m a d e  a  p e t  o f  a  h e d g e h o g  that had 
p ic k e d  u p  in  t h e  ro a d  a f t e r  b e in g  run over J 
c a r t ,  a n d  i t  w a s  o n ly  a f t e r  a  m o n th ’s coaiiei 
g e t  i t  t o  e a t  t h a t  i t  w a s  d isc o v e re d  to be 
a f t e r  w h i c h  T i p k in s  p u r c h a s e d  a  cheap li®10 
t h e  b o o t - b o y .  B r o w n  M a jo r ’s  fa n c y  was a?8™0 j 
a n d  S n o o k s  “ T e r t s ” o w n e d  a  ta m e  9tJuirre. 
s u ffe r e d  fr o m  a n  in c u r a b le  d isea se  very 
t o  m a n g e . S n o b s o n - J a y ,  w h o se  
r a c e -h o r s e s , w a s  t h e  p r o u d  possessor o 1
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tortoise, and a m o n g  t h e  o th e r  w i l d  b e a s ts  t h a t  
damed' the p a tro n a g e  o f  t h e  F o u r t h  F o r m  w e r e  
i performing to a d , tw o  b la c k b ir d s ,  a  j a c k d a w ,  
three diseased b a n ta m s , a  c a n a r y  t h a t  d ie d  a n d  
*as renewed re g u la r ly  e v e r y  m o n th , a n d  a  g u in e a -  
pig that had n e v e r g o t  o v e r  a n  a c c id e n t a l  im m e r 
sion in a b u ck e t o f  c o ld  w a te r , a n d  s u ffe r e d  fr o m  
a racking cough. B u t  th e r e  w a s  n o t  a  s in g le
mouse! . . .

“  If that canary goes and dies again,” exclaimed 
Biggs “ Mi.,” the owner of the ungrateful bird in 
question, “ I ’m blest if I  don’t  g o  in for these 
mice! ”

The threat, u t te r e d  in  t h e  s c h o o l  l ib r a r y ,  w a s  
received in silen ce, s a v e  f o r  a  g a s p  o f  a s t o n is h m e n t  
from some o f th e  ju n io r s ,  a n d  a '  s n e e r in g  la u g h  
from Biggs M a jo r, w h o  w a s  b e c o m in g  j e a l o u s  o f 
his brother’s n o to r ie ty , a n d  c o n te m p la t e d  p o is o n 
ing one of th e  h o m in g  p ig e o n s  u n le s s  s o m e th in g  
speedily turned u p  t o  j u s t i f y  h is  r ig h t  t o  d is 
tinction.

“ He’s lo ok in g  p r e t t y  s e e d y  n o w ,”  c o n t in u e d  
Biggs “ Mi.,”  re fe r r in g  t o  th e  c a n a r y ,  “  a n d  t h e  b o o k  
says he hadn’t  o u g h t  t o  l i v e  a b o v e  f o u r  d a y s  a f t e r  
that, so i t  w o u ld n ’ t  b e  a  b a d  id e a  t o  s e n d  n o w , 
would it 1"

“ I should, J im m y ,”  s a id  C o o p e r  “  T e r t s . ,”  h is  
bosom friend, d e c is iv e ly . “ Y o u  n e v e r  k n o w  w h o ’s 
after these th in g s, a n d , a s  i t ’s  a  b a r g a in , I  w o u ld n ’t 
be surprised i f  th e r e ’s  h u n d r e d s  o f  a p p lic a t io n s . 
You send now a n d  g e t  th e  f ir s t  c h a n c e ."

“ Where do y o u  t h i n k  y o u ’re  g o in g  t o  k e e p  
'em l” asked S tim s o n , w h o  s h a r e d  a  s t u d y  w it h  
Biggs "M i.,” an d  p r id e d  h im s e lf  o n  th e  e x c lu s i v e 
ness of his ow n b la c k b ir d .

“ Oh, don’t  w o r r y ! ”  s a id  t h e  h e r o  o f  th e  h o u r , 
pompously. “  W h e n  I  n e e d  y o u r  o p in io n  I ’l l  a s k  
jt ; and we don’t  w a n t  a n y  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  b l a c k - 

irds, M e an d  m y  w h it e  m ic e  c a n  t a k e  c a r e  o f  
^stives. L e n d  u s  a  p e n - n ib , T i p k in s ,  a n d  I ’l l  
^ute off a t on ce .”
. ’SB8 M inor s a t  d o w n  in  t h e  m id s t  o f  a n  a d m ir -  
1Dg crowd and p e n n e d  a  le t t e r  t o  M r. J o n c 3 , o f  

nym achylw nch, a s k in g  fo r  t h e  p r ic e  a n d  p a r- 
*cu ars of th e  th r e e  w h it e  m ic e , w h ic h  M r. J o n e s , 

a n ym ach ylw n ch , s u p p lie d  b y  r e tu r n  o f  p o s t. 
6 price w as fiv e  s h il l in g s  f o r  t h e  th r e e , a n d  t h e y  

i c^caP’ S o  s a id  M r. J o n e s , o f  L la n y -  
an d  SUc^ a n  a u t h o r i t y  w a s  n o t  t o  b e  

amn * ’ A c c o r d in g ly , a  p o s t a l  o r d e r  f o r  t h a t  
T 33 ^csPa t ch e d , a n d  t w o  d a y s  l a t e r  th e r e  

o  ,a d d re sse d  t0  “ M r - J - S t .  K i l d a ’s 
reauc A I  o n  'w h ic h  t h e  s a id  M r . B i g g s  w a s
naj- j C to P ay o n e  s h i l l in g  f o r  c a r r ia g e  b e fo r e  i t  
‘T ' 1 lnt0 his p o sse ssio n .

ti® e lt^ fCf A j a n  a lw a y s  a r r iv e d  a t  a n  a w k w a r d  
fourth 1? Jai d a '3 , , O n t h e  p r e s e n t  o c c a s io n  th e  

orm w e re  j u s t  g o in g  in to  m o r n in g  s c h o o l, 
v«t til_ II

a n d  B ig g s  M in o r  w a s  c o n fr o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  a l t e r n a 
t i v e  o f  l e a v in g  h is  p r e c io u s  b o x  i n  t h e  c o r r id o r , o r 
t a k i n g  i t  w i t h  h im  in t o  t h e  fo r m  ro o m . H e  w a s  
n o t  lo n g , h o w e v e r , in  d e c id in g  u p o n  t h e  la t t e r  
c o u r s e , a n d  w i t h  h is  b o o k s  a r r a n g e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
p a c k a g e  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s ib le  fr o m  t h e  g a z e  o f  t h e  
i n q u is i t iv e ,  h e  t o o k  h is  s e a t  a n d  fe l l  t o  w o r k  u p o n  
h is  L a t i n  t r a n s la t io n .

T h e  R e v .  J o h n  B u n d e r  w a s  m a k in g  o u t  h is  
p o u l t r y  a c c o u n ts  t h a t  m o r n in g , a n d  f o r t u n a t e l y  
h e  w a s  to o  m u c h  e n g r o s s e d 'i n  a v e r a g in g  t h e  e g g  
p r o d u c t io n  o f  t h e  S i lv e r  D o r k in g s  to  n o t ic e  a l l  
t h a t  h a p p e n e d  in  th e  c la s s - r o o m . C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  
B ig g s  M in o r , s u d d e n ly  lo o k in g  u p  fr o m  h is  t r a n s 
la t io n  a n d  t a k i n g  in  t h e  s it u a t io n , r e m e m b e r e d  
t h a t  t h e  m ic e  m u s t  b e  h u n g r y ,  h a v in g  t r a v e l le d  
fr o m  M r . J o n e s , o f  L la n y m a c h y lw n c h ,  w h ic h  m u s t  
b e  a  g r e a t  d is ta n c e . H e  h a d  h a l f  a  d o z e n  O s b o r n e  
b is c u i t s  in  h is  p o c k e t ,  a n d  h e  d e c id e d  t h a t  i f  h e  
c o u ld  r e m o v e  t h e  l id  a n d  in s e r t  a  fe w  c r u m b s  fo r  
th e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  p r is o n e r s  h e  w o u ld  b e  d o in g  a n  
a c t  o f  m e r c y , a n d  r e l i e v i n g  t h e  t e d iu m  o f  th e  
m o r n in g  le s s o n  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e . T h e  l i d  w a s  
n a i le d  u p o n  t h e  b o x , a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  o n e  o r  tw o  
h o le s  fo r  b r e a th in g , w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  s u ffic e d  fo r  
th e  in s e r t io n  o f  c r u m b s  h a d  B i g g s  M in o r  b e e n  
p r e s s e d  fo r  t im e . B u t  h e  w a s  n o t , a n d  h e  d e t e r 
m in e d  to  m a k e  th e  t a s k  a n  in t e r e s t in g .o n e  t o  h im 
s e lf  a s  w e l l  a s  m e r c ifu l  to  t h e  m ic e . S o  h e  d r e w  
h is  c la s p  k n if e .

A  s l ig h t  c r e a k in g  n o is e  c a u s e d  th e  R e v .  J o h n  
B u n d e r  t o  lo o k  u p  fr o m  h is  p o u l t r y  a c c o u n ts . A  
lo u d e r  c r e a k , a n d  th e n  a n o t h e r ,  in  t h e  c o m e r ;  d r e w  
h is  a t t e n t io n  in  B ig g s  M in o r ’s  d ir e c t io n . T h e n  
th e r e  c a m e  t h e  s o u n d  o f  s p l i t t i n g  w o o d , a n d  th e  
b o y s  in  t h e  v i c i n i t y  s t a r t e d  w i t h  s u r p r is e  a s  th r e e  
t i n y  w h i t e  m ic e  le a p t  a p p a r e n t ly  fr o m  t h e  la p  o f  
B ig g s  M in o r  a n d  ra n  a lo n g  t h e  d e s k . A t  t h e  e n d  
t h e y  c a m e  t o  a  s to p , a n d  s i t t in g  b o lt  u p r ig h t , 
lo o k e d  a b o u t  o n  t h e ir  s u r r o u n d in g s .

T h e  R e v .  J o h n  B u n d e r  ro s e  fr o m  h is  c h a ir  a n d  
g r u n te d . T h e n  h e  r a p p e d  h is  d e s k  so  l o u d l y  t h a t  
t h e  t h r e e  \rir ite  m ic e  s t a r t e d  a n d  s c a m p e r e d  b a c k  
to w a r d s  t h e i r  r i g h t f u l  o w n e r .

“  T h e  b o y  w h o  o w n s  th o s e  m ic e  s t a n d  u p  ! ” h o  
s n a p p e d , in  h is  b lu n t  w a y .

B i g g s  M in o r  ro se  u p o n  h is  f e e t ,  le a v i n g  th e  b o x  
u p o n  th e  fo r m  o u t  o f  s ig h t .

“  D o  th e s e  t h in g s  b e lo n g  to  y o u  1 ”  r o a r e d  J o h n  
B u n d e r .

“  T h e y  a re  n o t  th in g s , s ir — t h e y ’r e  m ic e  ! ”
“  M ic e  ! O f  c o u r s e  t h e y  a r e ,”  b e l lo w e d  t h e  

m a s te r . “  D o  t h e y  b e lo n g  to  y o u , o r  d o n ’t  t h e y  ? 
T h a t ’s  w h a t  I  w a n t  to  k n o w  1 ”

“  Y e s ,  s ir  1”
“  A n d  w h e r e  d id  y o u  g e t  t h e m  1 ”
“  T h a t ’s  w h a t  I  c a n ’ t  m a k e  o u t , s ir  ! I t  b e g in s  

w it h  t w o  I s , a n d  i t ’s a lo n g  n a m e .” .



Illustrated by

DOR SA L E .— Three white mice, trained and tractable, 
r  Have won prizes. Must be sold cheap.—Apply, 
Jones, Llanymachylwnch, Merioneth.

T h e  a b o v e  a d v e r t is e m e n t  w a s  c o n s p ic u o u s  o n  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  in k  a n d  p e n c il  m a r k s  a r o u n d  i t .  I t  
a p p e a r e d  in  a  p o p u la r  jo u r n a l  l y i n g  o p e n  u p o n  th e  
l i b r a r y  t a b le  a t  S t .  H i ld a ’s  C r a m m a r  S c h o o l,  a n d  
i t  h a d  a lr e a d y  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  n o t ic e  o f  e v e ry ’ b o y  
w h o s e  fa n c ie r  in s t in c t  h a d  b e e n  d e v e lo p e d  b y  a  
s o jo u r n  in  t h e  F o u r t h  F o r m .

T h e  F o u r t h  F o r m  a t  S t .  H i l d a ’s w a s  a  h o tb e d  o f  
fa n c ie r s . B o y s  w h o  h a d  in  th e  L o w e r  S c h o o l  
s h o w n  n o  m o r e  s t r i k i n g  p a r t i a l i t y  fo r  n a t u r a l  
h is t o r y  th a n  a n  o c c a s io n a l  in t e r e s t  in  r a t - c a t c h in g ,  
b e c a m e  t h e  m o s t  a r d e n t  c o lle c t o r s  o f  w i ld  a n im a ls  
a n d  r e p t i le s  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  c a m e  t o  b r e a t h e  th e  
a i r  o f  B u n d e r ’s  ro o m . T h e r e  w a s  s o m e t h in g  i r r e 
s is t i b ly  i n t o x i c a t i n g  a b o u t  t h a t  a ir , a n d  fr o m  t h e  
R e v . J o h n  B u n d e r  d o w n w a r d  to  t h e  l a t e s t  r e m o v e , 
e v e r y  s o u l in  t h a t  c la s s -r o o m  w a s  a  fa n c ie r .

J o h n  B u n d e r  h a d  b e e n  m a s t e r  o f  th e  F o u r t h  
fo r  t w e n t y - f iv e  y e a r s . H e  h a d  c o m e  d ir e c t  fr o m  
a  c o u n t r y  l i v i n g ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  h is  w i f e ,  h is  
c h ild r e n , h is  d o g s , a n d  h is  D o r k i n g s .  T h e  fo r m e r  
w e r e  a c c o m m o d a te d  in  t h e  d i n g y  r e s id e n c e  a l lo t t e d  
t o  m a s te r s  o f  t h e  F o u r t h  ; t h e  l a t t e r  h a d  n e w  a n d  
l u x u r io u s  a p a r t m e n t s  in  t h e  k i t c h e n  g a r d e n  ; a n d  
t h e  F o u r t h  F o r m  fr o m  t h a t  d a y  to o k  u p o n  i t s e l f  
t h e  s t u d y  o f  b u l ld o g s  a n d  S i l v e r  D o r k in g s  as  
s u b je c t s  in c lu d e d  in  a  m o d e r n  c o lle g e  c u r r ic u lu m . 
F o r  t w e n t y  - f iv e  y e a r s  J o h n  B u n d e r  r e ig n e d  
s u p r e m e  o v e r  t h e  F o u r t h  F o r m , t r a n s la t in g  C a s sa r  
u n t i l  h e  fo r g o t  t h e r e  w e r e  a n y  o t h e r  L a t i n  w r it e r s ,

Steward Browne.

a n d  d e m o n s t r a t in g  th e  f ir s t  b o o k  o f Euclid until 
h e  f a i le d  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  ta len ted  author had 
c o m p o s e d  o t h e r  w o r k s  o n  t h e  sam e subject. He 
a c c e p te d  h is  d u t y ,  a n d  d id  i t  to  th e last detail 
B u t  h is  a m b it io n  la y  w i t h  h is  D orkings, and the 
p r o s p e c t  o f  J o h n  B u n d e r  e v e r  occupying a higher 
p o s it io n  in  th e  s c h o la s t ic  w o r ld  than  the master
s h ip  o f  t h e  F o u r t h  F o r m  a t  S t. H ilda’s was not 
o n ly  r e m o te , b u t  a b s o lu t e ly  non-existent.

W i t h  s u c h  a n  e x a m p le  b e fo re  them , then, slut 
w o n d e r  is  i t  t h a t  t h e  w h o le  F o u r th  Form became 
p o s s e s s e d  o f  t h a t  fa n c ie r  s p ir i t  th a t can only k 
s a t is f ie d  b y  a n  o v e r d o s e  o f  u n sa vo u ry  surround
in g s  1 B i g g s  M a jo r — th e  p r e s e n t  head of the for* 
w h o  l iv e d  in  d a i l y  fe a r  o f  a  rem o ve to a higher 
e s t a t e — k e p t  h o m in g  p ig e o n s , an d  spent the he! 
p a r t  o f  lii.s t im e  b e tw e e n  ie s s o u s  in manufacturing 
a  c y p h e r  c o d e  fo r  u s e  in  d e sp a tch in g  message 
W i l k i n s  “ M i.”  k e p t  r a b b i t s  in his study forsa 
w e e k s , a n d  i t  w a s  o n ly  a f t e r  th e  whole of 
d r a in s  in  t h e  h o u s e  h a d  b e e n  opened that tk 
c a u s e  o f  th e  d is a g r e e a b le  o d o u r w as discort 
a n d  r e m o v e d  t o  t h e  g a r d e n e r ’s tool-shed, Id 
T i p k in s  m a d e  a  p e t  o f  a  h e d g e h o g  that had 
p ic k e d  u p  in  th e  ro a d  a f t e r  b e in g  run over J* 
c a r t ,  a n d  i t  w a s  o n ly  a f t e r  a  m o n th ’s coaxing 
g e t  i t  to  e a t  t h a t  i t  w a s  d isc o v e re d  to be _ 
a f t e r  w h ic h  T i p k in s  p u r c h a s e d  a  cheap lizard 
t h e  b o o t - b o y . B r o w n  M a jo r ’s  fa n c y  was 
a n d  S n o o k s  “ T e r t s ” o w n e d  a  ta m e s(l u'rre. ^  
s u ffe r e d  fr o m  a n  in c u r a b le  d ise a se  ver) 3 ,
t o  m a n g e . S n o b s o n  - J a y ,  w h o se  fatlier o ^  
ra c e  h o rs e s , w a s  t h e  p r o u d  possessor oi
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tortoise, and a m o n g  tb o  o th e r  w i l d  b e a s t s  t h a t  
claimed the p a tr o n a g e  o f  t h e  F o u r t h  F o r m  w e r e  
a performing to a d , tw o  b la c k b ir d s , a  j a c k d a w ,  
three diseased b a n ta m s , a  c a n a r y  t h a t  d ie d  a n d  
was renewed r e g u la r ly  e v e r y  m o n th , a n d  a  g u in e a -  

i_ that had n e v e r  g o t  o v e r  a n  a c c id e n t a l  im m e r 
sion in a b u ck e t o f  c o ld  w a te r , a n d  s u ffe r e d  fr o m  
a racking cough. B u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  s in g le
mouse! _ _

“ If that c a n a ry  g o e s  a n d  d ie s  a g a in ,”  e x c la im e d  
Biggs “ M i.,” th e  o w n e r  o f  th e  u n g r a t e f u l  b ir d  in  
question, “ I ’m b le s t  i f  I  d o n ’t  g o  in  f o r  th e s e
mice!”

The threat, u t te r e d  in  th e  s c h o o l  l i b r a r y ,  w a s  
received in silen ce , s a v e  f o r  a  g a s p  o f  a s t o n is h m e n t  
from some of th e  ju n io r s ,  a n d  a '  s n e e r in g  la u g h  
from Biggs M a jo r , w h o  w a s  b e c o m in g  j e a l o u s  o f  
his brother’s n o to r ie ty , a n d  c o n t e m p la t e d  p o is o n 
ing one of th e  h o m in g  p ig e o n s  u n le s s  s o m e t h in g  
speedily tu rn ed  u p  t o  j u s t i f y  h is  r i g h t  to  d i s 
tinction.

“ He’s lo o k in g  p r e t t y  s e e d y  n o w ,”  c o n t in u e d  
Biggs “ Mi.,” re fe r r in g  t o  t h e  c a n a r y , “ a n d  th e  b o o k  
says he hadn’t  o u g h t  t o  l i v e  a b o v e  f o u r  d a y s  a f t e r  
that, so it  w o u ld n ’ t  b e  a  b a d  id e a  t o  s e n d  n o w , 
would i t ? ”

“ I should, J im m y ,”  s a i d  C o o p e r  “  T e r t s . ,”  h is  
bosom friend, d e c is iv e ly . “ Y o u  n e v e r  k n o w  w h o ’s 
after these th in g s, a n d , a s  i t ’s a  b a r g a in ,  I  w o u ld n ’ t 
be surprised if th e r e ’s  h u n d r e d s  o f  a p p lic a t io n s .  
You send now a n d  g e t  t h e  f ir s t  c h a n c e .”
] “ Where d o  y o u  t h i n k  y o u ’r e  g o i n g  to  k e e p  
em?” asked S tim s o n , w h o  s h a r e d  a  s t u d y  w i t h  
biggs “ Mi.,”  a n d  p r id e d  h im s e lf  o n  t h e  e x c lu s i v e 
ness of his o ivn  b la c k b ir d .

“ Oh, don’t  w o rr y  ! ”  s a i d  th e  h e r o  o f  th e  h o u r , 
pompously, “  W h e n  I  n e e d  y o u r  o p in io n  I ’l l  a s k  
it ; and we d o n ’t  w a n t  a n y  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  b la c k -  

irds. Me a n d  tn y  w h i t e  m ic e  c a n  t a k e  c a r e  o f  
omdves. L e n d  u s  a  p e n - n ib , T i p k in s ,  a n d  I ’l l  
write off a t o n ce .”

Biggs M inor s a t  d o w n  in  th e  m id s t  o f  a n  a d m ir -  
!n,s  crowd an d  p e n n e d  a  le t t e r  t o  M r . J o n e s , o f  

m iym acliylwnch, a s k in g  fo r  t h e  p r ic e  a n d  p a r -  
>cu ars of th e  th r e e  w h i t e  m ic e , w h ic h  M r . J o n e s , 

an ym acliy lw n ch , s u p p lie d  b y  r e t u r n  o f  p o s t . 
6 Bj.ce w as b v e  s h i l l in g s  fo r  t h e  th r e e , a n d  t h e y  

dirt cheap. S o  s a id  M r. J o n e s ,  o f  L l a n y -  
donbf a ’ a n d  Euc^ a n  a u t h o r i t y  w a s  n o t  t o  b e  
aumn ♦  ^ rc o rd in g ly ,  a  p o s ta l  o r d e r  fo r  t h a t  
arrival T * 3 ^ P a t c h e d ,  a n d  t w o  d a y s  l a t e r  th e r e  
Gram a n d d re ss e d  t0  “ M r. J - B ig g s ,  S t .  K i l d a ’s 
r e S aa S ch ° o 1 ”  0n w h ic h  th e  s a id  M r . B i g g s  w a s  
passM • , to, P ay  o n e  s h i l l i n g  fo r  c a r r ia g e  b e fo r e  i t  
^ i n t o  h is p o s se s sio n .

time r V ' a n  a lw a y s  a r r iv e d  a t  a n  a w k w a r d  
Fourth v  Vl d a '3 ' . t î e  P r e s e n t  o c c a s io n  th e  

orm w e re  j u s t  g o in g  in t o  m o r n in g  s c h o o l,
Vol. iii

a n d  B i g g s  M in o r  w a s  c o n fr o n t e d  w i t h  th e  a l t e r n a 
t i v e  o f  le a v i n g  h is  p r e c io u s  b o x  i n  t h e  c o r r id o r , o r  
t a k i n g  i t  w i t h  h im  in t o  t h e  fo r m  ro o m . H e  w a s  
n o t  lo n g , h o w e v e r , in  d e c id in g  u p o n  t h e  l a t t e r  
c o u r s e , a n d  w i t h  h is  b o o k s  a r r a n g e d  to  p r o t e c t  th e  
p a c k a g e  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s ib le  fr o m  t h e  g a z e  o f  th e  
in q u is i t iv e ,  h e  t o o k  h is  s e a t  a n d  f e l l  t o  w o r k  u p o n  
h is  L a t i n  t r a n s la t io n .

T h e  R e v .  J o h n  B u n d e r  w a s  m a k in g  o u t  h is  
p o u l t r y  a c c o u n ts  t h a t  m o r n in g , a n d  f o r t u n a t e ly  
h e  w a s  to o  m u c h  e n g r o s s e d ’ in  a v e r a g i n g  t h e  e g g  
p r o d u c t io n  o f  t h e  S i lv e r  D o r k i n g s  to  n o t ic e  a l l  
t h a t  h a p p e n e d  in  t h e  c la s s - r o o m . C o n s e q u e n t ly ',  
B i g g s  M in o r , s u d d e n ly  lo o k in g  u p  fr o m  h is  t r a n s 
la t io n  a n d  t a k i n g  in  t h e  s it u a t io n , r e m e m b e r e d  
t h a t  t h e  m ic e  m u s t  b e  h u n g r y ,  h a v in g  t r a v e l le d  
fr o m  M r . J o n e s , o f  L l a n y m a c h y l w n c h ,  w h i c h  m u s t  
b e  a  g r e a t  d is ta n c e . H e  h a d  h a l f  a  d o z e n  O s b o r n e  
b is c u i t s  in  h is  p o c k e t ,  a n d  h e  d e c id e d  t h a t  i f  h e  
c o u ld  r e m o v e  t h e  l i d  a n d  in s e r t  a  fe w  c r u m b s  fo r  
t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  p r is o n e r s  h e  w o u ld  b e  d o in g  a n  
a c t  o f  m e r c y , a n d  r e l ie v in g  th e  te d iu m  o f  t h e  
m o r n in g  le ss o n  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e . T h e  l i d  w a s  
n a i le d  u p o n  t h e  b o x ,  a n d  th e r e  w e r e  o n e  o r  tw o  
h o le s  fo r  b r e a th in g ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  s u ff ic e d  fo r  
t h e  in s e r t io n  o f  c r u m b s  h a d  B i g g s  M in o r  b e e n  
p r e s s e d  fo r  t im e . B u t  h e  w a s  n o t , a n d  h e  d e t e r 
m in e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  t a s k  a n  in t e r e s t in g .o n e  t o  h im 
s e l f  a s  w e l l  a s  m e r c i f u l  to  t h e  m ic e . S o  h e  d r e w  
h is  c la s p  k n ife .

A  s l i g h t  c r e a k i n g  n o is e  c a u s e d  th e  R e v .  J o h n  
R u n d e r  to  lo o k  u p  fr o m  h is  p o u l t r y  a c c o u n ts . A  
lo u d e r  c r e a k , a n d  t h e n  a n o th e r , in  t h e  c o r n e r ;  d r e w  
h is  a t t e n t i o n  in  B i g g s  M in o r ’s  d ir e c t io n . T h e n  
th e r e  c a m e  t h e  s o u n d  o f  s p l i t t i n g  w o o d , a n d  t h e  
b o y s  in  th e  v i c i n i t y  s t a r t e d  w it h  s u r p r is e  a s  th r e e  
t i n y  w h i t e  m ic e  l e a p t  a p p a r e n t ly  fr o m  t h e  la p  o f  
B i g g s  M in o r  a n d  r a n  a lo n g  th e  d e s k . A t  t h e  e n d  
t h e y  c a m e  t o  a  s to p , a n d  s i t t i n g  b o lt  u p r ig h t , 
lo o k e d  a b o u t  o n  t h e i r  s u r r o u n d in g s .

T h e  R e v .  J o h n  B u n d e r  ro se  fr o m  h is  c h a ir  a n d  
g r u n t e d . T h e n  h e  r a p p e d  h is  d e s k  so  l o u d l y  t h a t  
t h e  t h r e e  u rtiite  m ic e  s t a r t e d  a n d  s c a m p e r e d  b a c k  
t o w a r d s  t h e ir  r i g h t f u l  o w n e r .

“  T h e  b o y  w h o  o w n s  th o s e  m ic e  s ta n d  u p  ! ” h e  
s n a p p e d , in  h is  b l u n t  w a y .

B i g g s  M in o r  r o s e  u p o n  h is  f e e t ,  l e a v in g  t h e  b o x  
u p o n  t h e  fo r m  o u t  o f  s ig h t .

“  D o  th e s e  t h in g s  b e lo n g  to  y o u  ? ”  r o a r e d  J o h n  
B u n d e r .

“  T h e y  a r e  n o t  t h in g s , s i r — t h e y ’re  m ic e  ! "
“ M i c e !  O f  c o u r s e  t h e y  a r e ,”  b e l lo w e d  th e  

m a s te r . “  D o  t h e y  b e lo n g  to  y o u ,  o r  d o n ’t  t h e y  ? 
T h a t ’s  w h a t  I  w a n t  to  k n o w  ! ”

“  Y e s ,  s i r ! ”
“  A n d  w h e r e  d i d  y o u  g e t  t h e m  1 ”
“  T h a t ’s  w h a t  I  c a n ’t  m a k e  o u t , s i r ! I t  b e g in s  

w i t h  t w o  I s , a n d  i t ’s  a lo n g  n a m e .”
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“  F i f t y  l in e s  fo r  m a k in g  a  fo o l  o f  y o u r s e l f  ! ” 
th u n d e r e d  J o h n  B u n d e r  a s  t h e  c la s s  b e g a n  to  t i t t e r .

“ P le a s e ,  s ir ,”  p le a d e d  B ig g s  M in o r , “ I  b o u g h t  
th e m . T h e y ’re  p r iz e  w in n e r s , a n d  I ’ m  g o i n g  to  
b r e e d  c h a m p io n s .”

“  P r iz e  w in n e r s  ! ”  e x c la im e d  M r . B u n d e r ,  h is  
in t e r e s t  a w a k e n in g .  “  C a t c h  t h e m  a t  o n c e  a n d  l e t  
m e  lo o k . I  o u g h t  to  k n o w  s o m e t h in g  a b o u t  t h e  
p o in ts  o f  m ic e ,”  h e  a d d e d  to  h im s e lf ,  “  a n d  i f  th e s e  
s h o u ld  h a p p e n  t o  b e  g o o d  o n e s  w e  s h a ll  b e  a b le  t o  
m a k e  s o m e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t in g  e x p e r im e n ts .”

T h e  m ic e  h a d  e v id e n t l y  s u ffe r e d  s e v e r e ly  fr o m  
t h e ir  p r e v io u s  in c a r c e r a t io n , f o r  t h e y  a b s o lu t e ly  
r e fu s e d  t o  b e  c a u g h t . B i g g s  M in o r  b u m p e d  h is  
h e a d  f o u r  t im e s  a g a in s t  t h e  d e s k s  b e fo re  h e  a s k e d  
f o r  r e in fo r c e m e n ts , a n d  e v e n  w h e n  a  d e t a c h m e n t  
w a s  t o ld  o ff  to  h o ld  th e  p r in c ip a l  p a s s e s  th e  t h r e e  
w h it e  m ic e  e v a d e d  p u r s u it  b y  t a k i n g  th e  m o s t  
d i f f ic u lt  p a th s  b e t w e e n  d e s k  le g s  a n d  u n d e r  c u p 
b o a r d s . A  fo r c e  w a s  th e n  r a is e d  a n d  p o s te d  w i t h  
s h e e ts  o f  p a p e r  t o  s to p  t h e  c a r e e r  o f  th e  f u g i t i v e s  ; 
b u t  a l l  e ffo r ts  p r o v e d  f r u it le s s ,  a n d  a t  la s t  th e  
r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  fo r m , w it h  J o h n  B u n d e r  a t  t h e ir  
h e a d , t o o k  th e  f ie ld  w i t h  b o o k s , b a s k e t s , a n d  a l l  
m a n n e r  o f  w e a p o n s . T h e  f ir s t  d e c is iv e  b lo w  w a s  
s t r u c k  b y  t h e  c a p tu r e  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  .m ice  b e n e a t h  
t h e  m o r ta r b o a r d  o f  J o h n  B u n d e r ; a  s e c o n d  w a s  
s e c u r e d  a n d  n e a r ly  c r u s h e d  t o  d e a th  b e t w e e n  th e  
h e e ls  o f  B ig g s  M in o r  h im s e lf  ; a n d  th e  t h ir d ,  s e e 
in g  t h a t  th e  g a m e  w a s  u p , c a lm ly  w a lk e d  in t o  a  
w a s t e - p a p e r  b a s k e t  t r a p  a n d  a l lo w e d  h im s e lf  to  b e  
c a r r ie d  o f f  to  h i 3  fe llo w s .

T h e  R e v .  J o h n  B u n d e r  w ip e d  th e perspiratiot 
f r o m  h is  b r o w  a n d  e n d e a v o u r e d  to  reassume bis 
d i g n i t y  a n d  c o m p o s u re . W it h in  the dusty aud 
b a t t e r e d  m o r ta r b o a r d  in  h is  h a n d  reposed thethree 
w h i t e  m ic e , c o v e r e d  w i t h  a  h an d kerch ief. It w» 
a  t r y in g  m o m e n t  f o r  t h e  m a s te r . H is  curiositytu 
lo o k  m o r e  c lo s e ly  a t  t h e  m ic e  a lm o st overcame hi 
s e n s e  o f  d u t y .  B u t  o n ly  f o r  a  m om ent. The neit 
h e  h a d  o p e n e d  t h e  to p  o f  t h e  d e sk , imprisoned tbt 
m ic e  in  a  fa r  c o r n e r , a n d  s h u t  i t  again with > 
s la m .

“  I  s h a l l  im p o u n d  th e s e  c re a tu re s  until I beai 
f u r t h e r  r e a s o n  fo r  t h e i r  p r e se n c e  in this class
ro o m ,”  h e  p a n t e d , w i t h  s o m e  sh o w  of pomposity 
“  I t  is  m o s t  u n s e e m ly  to  b r in g  liv e  stock, or ajtf 
in d ic a t io n  o f  l iv e  s to c k , in t o  sch o o l hours, and 
d is c o v e r  a n y  m o r e  s u c h  e v id e n c e s  of a desire 
t u r n  S t .  H i ld a ’s in to  a  p e r m a n e n t menagerie, 
s h a l l  r e p o r t  t h e  c a s e  to  t h e  D o c to r . Biggs Mum 
y o u  w i l l  b r in g  m e  o n e  h u n d r e d  lines instca 
f i f t y ,  a n d  a n  e s s a y  o n  * W h ite  mice fro® 
e x h ib i t io n  s ta n d p o in t . ’ ”  • , , .

H e  h a d  s c a r c e ly  s a t  d o w n , a n d  B igg s  Minor ' 
h a r d ly  r e a lis e d  th e  in ju s t ic e  o f  th e  sentence, 
t h e  d o o r  o p e n e d , a n d  t h e  D o c to r  him self eue 
f o l lo w e d  b y  tw o  o f  th e  g o v e rn o rs . Then it 
d e n ly  d a w n e d  u p o n  th e  R e v . J o h n  B un“ er 
t h e  w h o le  F o u r t h  F o r m  t h a t  th is  was 
d a y — o n e  o f  th o s e  o c c a s io n s  w h e n  th e  ̂
e x p e c t e d l y  s w o o p e d  d o w n  o n  th e  school an 
th e m  in  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  p a s t  m on th . . ^

N o w  t h e  D o c to r  h a te d  a n im a ls . Horses in
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and tramcars w e re  th e  o n l y  c r e a tu r e s  o n  fo u r  le g s  
|ie could to 1 c ra te , a n d  l i is  c o n te m p t  fo r  J o h n  
Bunder's dogs a n d  D o r k in g s  w a s  m o s t  b i t t e r .  H e  
was a scientist, a  l in g u is t ,  a  m a t h e m a t ic ia n ,  a n d  a  
veritable m ech a n ica l e n c y c lo p a e d ia  ; a n d  h e  n e v e r  
troubled to d isc o v e r  t h e  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e  r e s t  o f  
mankind, a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  b o y k in d , d id  n o t  s h o w  
the same a n x ie ty  to  a c q u ir e  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  h e  
had done th r o u g h o u t h is  l i fe .  J o h n  B u n d e r  h e  
trusted, because h e  a lw a y s  p a s s e d  h is  b o y s  th r o u g h  
their exams. B y  th e  s c h o o l  h e  w a s  r e s p e c te d  fo r  
his knowledge, a n d  fe a r e d  fo r  h is  ig n o r a n c e  o f  t l ie  
cubing pow er o f th in  c a n e s , a n d  l ik e w is e  fo r  h is  
cold, h ard -hearted  e c c e n t r ic i t y .  B e y o n d  t h a t ,  th e  
Doctor was a n  e n ig m a .

“ Good m o rn in g, M r. B u n d e r ,”  h e  s a id , lo o k in g  
over the tops o f  h is  s p e c ta c le s  a t  t h e  c la s s , “  I ’m  
glad to see y o u  a ll  s o  h a r d  a t  w o r k . T h a n k s ,  I ’l l  
take your d e sk  fo r  a  t i m e ,” a s  J o h n  B u n d e r  ro se  
from his seat. “ T h e  l a s t  t im e  I  w a s  h e r e  I  b e l ie v e  
we had som e tr o u b le  o v e r  a  t r i f l in g  t r a n s la t io n  
from the L a tin  a t t r ib u t e d  t o  L i v y .  B i g g s  M a jo r , 
will you turn  to  t h a t  p a s s a g e  a n d  l e t  m e  h e a r  y o u r  
views on th e  s u b je c t  ? ”

Mr. B u n d er h a d  p la c e d  s e a ts  f o r  t h e  tw o  
governors, a n d  B ig g s  M a jo r , b e in g  e n g r o s s e d  in  
examining tlie  h e a v y  g o ld  w a t c h  c h a in  o f  o n e  
of the g en tlem en  fro m  a  d is ta n c e , d id  n o t  c a tc h  
the drift o f th e  D o c to r ’s  r e m a r k  ; b u t ,  c o n s c io u s  
that he h ad  b e e n  a d d r e s s e d , a n d  a s s o c ia t in g  i t  
with the re ce n t m o u s e  h u n t ,  e x c la im e d  :

“ Please, s ir, i t  w a s  m y  b r o th e r  ! "
The b ro th er in  q u e s t io n , h a v in g  h e a r d  t h e  

Doctor’s w ords, a n d  f e a r i n g  to  e x p la in  m a t te r s , 
put on a  m ost in n o c e n t  lo o k , a n d  b u r ie d  h is  
head in a  b o o k , w h ic h  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  a  w o r k  
on the m a n a g e m e n t o f  g o ld  fis h , l e n t  h im  b y  a  
companion. D is c o v e r in g  th is ,  h e  h a s t i l y  s m u g 
gled it out o f s ig h t  a n d , lo o k in g  u p , e m b a r r a s s e d , 
^ught the eyes o f  th e  D o c t o r  f ix e d  u p o n  h im .

“ Where is  y o u r  L i v y ,  s ir  ? ”  w a s  t h e  h a r s h  
question.

Can't find it , s ir ,”
Can’t  find i t ! T h e n  d o  y o u  c o m e  t o  s c h o o l 

1 ®n J'D h b o o k s, a n d  y e t  f o r g e t  t h e  o n e  y o u  
R the m o s t?  Y o u  w i l l  b r in g  m e  a  h u n d r e d  
joes of L iv y  to -m o rro w  m o r n in g  a t  t w e lv e ,  a n d  
in the m ean tim e I  m u s t  b o r r o w  t h e  b o o k  fro m  
Mr. Bunder.”

John B u n d e r s t a r t e d  a n d  t u r n e d  p a le . H e  
te llV  i 6 rus^ e ^ to  g r a b  t h e  D o c t o r ’s  a r m  a n d  
, i ' f 1 o w n  b o o k  w a s  a t  h o m e . B u t  i t  w a s  
desk1 t L r̂ 10 d o c t o r  D a d  l i f t e d  t h e  t o p  o f  th e  
,l . ’ “ ere w a s  a  r u s t le  a n d  s c a m p e r  fr o m  s o m e  
wiit C° rner’ an<  ̂ o u t  i n t 0 th e  l i g h t  r u s h e d  th r e e  
amon T *  ^ ey  c a r e e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  d e s k  
Doctif I "  Pons a n ^ p a p e r , a n d  t h e n , a s  t h e  

r dropped th e  l i d  w it h  a  b a n g , t h e y  s a t

b o lt  u p r ig h t  in  a  r o w  a n d  lo o k e d  d o w n  u p o n  
t h e  w h o le  F o u r t h  F o r m .

T h e r e  w a s  a n  o m in o u s  s ile n c e .
“ W h a t  m e a n s  t h is  u n s e e m ly  c o n d u c t ? ”  c a m e  

in  a  d e e p  s e p u lc h r a l  v o ic e . “  W h o  o w n s  th e s e  
u n c le a n  c r e a tu r e s  ? ”

T h e r e  w a s  n o  a n s w e r  fo r  a  m o m e n t. T h e  R e v , 
J o h n  B u n d e r  w a s  t u r n in g  o v e r  m a t te r s  in  h is  
m in d . H e  fo r e s a w  t h e  e x p u ls io n  o f  h is  b e lo v e d  
d o g s  a n d  D o r k in g s ,  a n d  lie  w a s  c o n s tr a in e d  to  
m a k e  s o m e  p la u s ib le  e x c u s e . T h e n  th e r e  f la s h e d  
in to  h is  m in d  a  t h o u g h t  o f  G e o r g e  W a s h in g t o n  
a n d  o f  h o w  c o m fo r t a b le  is  t h e  f e e l in g  w h e n  o n e  
h a s  t o ld  t h e  t r u t h ,  l i k e  G e o r g e  d id . T h a t  
s e t t le d  it.

“  T h e y  a r e  p e ts , s ir ,”  h e  c o n fe s s e d  b o ld ly .
“  P e t s  ! p e ts  ! p e t s  ! ”  e x c la im e d  t h e  D o c to r , 

r a t t l i n g  t h e  w o r d s  o u t  o n  e a c h  o th e r ’s h e e ls . 
“ Y o u  c a l l  th e s e  p e ts ,  s i r — t h e s e — th e s e  o d io u s  
v e r m in  ? ”

“  P e t  m ic e , s ir ,”  r e i te r a te d  M r . B u n d e r , c a lm ly , 
“ b e lo n g in g  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  b o y s .”

T h e  D o c t o r  to r e  o f f  h is  s p e c ta c le s  a n d  d r o p p e d  
h is  b o o k s , w h e r e u p o n  t h e  t w o  g o v e r n o r s , w h o  
w e r e  lo c a l  b u s in e s s  m e n , a n d  w e r e  n o t  q u it e  s u r e  
w h e t h e r  t h e  m o u s e  in c id e n t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  
o r d in a r y  e v e n t s  o f  s c h o o l l i f e  o r  s o m e th in g  to  
b e  w o n d e r e d  a t ,  b e c a m e  m o r e  in te r e s te d , a n d  
s to o p e d  to  g a t h e r  u p  t h e  f a l le n  p a g e s ,

“  W h a t  b o y  o w n s  t h e s e — th e s e  p e t s  1 ” a s k e d  th e  
D o c t o r  in  h is  d r e a d e d  c r o a k .

T h e r e  w a s  n o  a n s w e r . B ig g s  M in o r  h a d  b e e n  
o u ts id e  t h e  d o o r  w h e n  t h e  l a s t  c u lp r i t  w a s  b e in g  
b ir c h e d , a n d  t h e  s c r e a m s  r a n g  in  h is  e a r s  s t i l l .  
S o  h e  tu r n e d  h is  h e a d  a n d  d e x t e r o u s ly  h id  th e  
m o u s e -b o x  b e h in d  t h e  le g  o f  h is  d e s k . H e , to o , 
h a d  h e a r d  o f  G e o r g e  W a s h in g t o n , b u t  th o u g h t  
h im  v e r y  m u c h  o u t  o f  d a te , so  h e  k e p t  h is  m o u th  
t i g h t ly  c lo s e d .

B ig g s  M a jo r  g la n c e d  in  h is  b r o t h e r ’s  d ir e c t io n  
a n d  t o o k  in  t h e  s i t u a t io n  im m e d ia te ly .  H e  s a w  
th e  a n g r y  f la m e  t h a t  r a g e d  in  th e  D o c t o r ’s  e y e s , 
a n d  h e  w o n d e r e d  i f  i t s  b u r n  w o u ld  c a u s e  so  m u c h  
p a in  a f t e r  a l l.  H e  t h o u g h t  o f  h is  h o m in g  p ig e o n s , 
a n d  h is  fa i lu r e s  in  t h e  c o m p ila t io n  o f  a  t r a n s la t a b le  
c y p h e r  c o d e . H e r e  w a s  t h e  c h a n c e  o f  fa m e  in  h is  
v e r y  g ra sp . H e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  w h i t e  m ic e  g o in g  
b e g g in g . B i g g s  M a jo r , to o , h a d  re a d  o f  G e o r g e  
W a s h in g to n , a n d  h a d  c o m e  to  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  
t r u t h  t e l l in g  w a s  b y  n o  m e a n s  u n p r o f ita b le . H e  
tu r n e d  th e  s it u a t io n  o v e r  in  h is  m in d  o n c e  m o r e —  
th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  w h ite  m ic e  a n d  t h e  fa m e  
t h a t  a t t a c h e d  th e r e to , th e  r i s k y  c o n fe s s io n  o f  
o w n e r s h ip , a n d  t h e  a lm o s t  c e r t a in  c a n in g  t h a t  
w o u ld  fo l lo w  a s  a  r e w a r d . T h e n  h e  d e c id e d .

“  P le a s e , s ir , t h e y ’r e  m in e ,” h e  s a id .
T h e  D o c t o r  g la n c e d  a t  h im  fo r  a  m o m e n t, 

s e r e m p t o r i ly  o r d e r e d  h im  to  r e p o r t  h im s e lf  a t  t h e
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B tu d y  a f t e r  m o r n in g  s c h o o l, a n d  h a s t i l y  le f t  th e  
ro o m , f o l lo w e d  b y  th e  t w o  a s t o n is h e d  g o v e r n o r s .

B i g g s  M a jo r  s h u n n e d  h is  f e l lo w  c r e a tu r e s  a s  
s o o n  a s  h e  g o t  o u t  o f  m o r n in g  s c h o o l. T h e  th r e e  
w h i t e  m ic e  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  r e c a p tu r e d , p a c k e d  
in  a n  e m p t y  c h a lk  b o x , a n d  d e s p a t c h e d  to  th e  
D o c t o r ’s  s t u d y .  A n d  t h i t h e r  B i g g s  M a jo r  fo l lo w e d  
t h e m  in  a  v e r y  u n c e r t a in  fr a m e  o f  m in d . H e  h a d , 
s o  t o  s p e a k , r is k e d  e v e r y t h in g  o n  t h is  o n e  t h r o w  
o f  t h e  d ic e , a n d  t h e  g a m b le  w a s  n o w  to  b e  
d e c id e d .

T h e  D o c t o r  s a t  a t  h is  d e s k  a s  h e  e n t e r e d  t h e  
s t u d y ,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  lo o k  u p o n  h is  f a c e  t h a t  
B i g g s  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  b e fo r e . H e  i m m e d ia t e ly  
a s s o c ia te d  i t  w i t h  t h e  le e r s  o f  h a r d e n e d  t o r 

m e n to r s , a n d  h e  ru b b e d  his 
i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n .  A n y o n e  
k n o w i n g  l e s s  o f  t h e  Doctor 
w o u l d  h a v e  d e c l a r e d  it  was a 
s m ile .

“ Y o u  o w n  t h e s e  th in g s  1“ he 
a s k e d .

“  Y e s ,  s ir !  ”
“  T h e n  t a k e  th e m  aw ay and keep 

t h e m  w h e r e  I  m a y  never see then 
a g a i n ! "

T h e r e  w a s  a n  o m in o u s look in his 
e y e s  a s  B i g g s  M a jo r  backed humbly 
b u t  j o y f u l l y  fr o m  th e  room, but the 
m o m e n t  t h e  d o o r  w a s  shut the perk' 
g o g u e  ro s e  fr o m  h is  chair and burs' 
in to  o n e  o f  t h e  uncontrollable fits of 
l a u g h t e r  t h a t  h e  rese rv e d  for prints 
l i f e  a lo n e . I t  m a y  h a v e  been caused 
b y  t h e  lu d ic r o u s n e s s  of the mouse 
h u n t ; o r , p e r h a p s , th e  tw o astounded 
g o v e r n o r s  w e r e  responsible. Who 
k n o w s  1

O u t s i d e  a  c r o w d  o f boys greeted 
B i g g s  M a jo r  a s  h e  em erged from the 
d r e a d e d  c h a m b e r . T hera was not a 
b o y  in  t h a t  a s s e m b ly  who did not 
w i s h  h im  w e l l  o f  h is  hard-earned 
p r iz e ,  w i t h  t h e  e xcep tio n  of 
M in o r , a n d  h is  co m p la in t was butn 
fo r m a l  o n e . O n  princip le, he 
h e  o b je c t e d  t o  t h e  whole proceed
in g s . H e  w a 3  th e  law fu l owner o 
t h e  m ic e , a n d  e n tit le d  to be t o  
lo r d  a n d  m a s te r . T o  which 
M a j o r  r e t o r t e d  t h a t  v irtu e  had beea 
s u i t a b l y  r e w a r d e d , a n d  the valuabi 
le s s o n  o f  G eorg e  W ash in gto n ’s « «  

l e n t  e x a m p le  f u l l y  ju s t i f ie d .  "Whereupon Bigp 
M in o r  r a is e d  f u r t h e r  p r o te s t ,  a n d  Biggs Major 
a g a in  p o in te d  o u t  t h e  im m e n s it y  of his ad 
s e lf -c o n fe s s io n .

T h o  r e s u l t  w a s  a  c o m p r o m is e , and the P 
r e g is te r e d  o w n e r s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  w h ite  mice 
B i g g s  B r o t h e r s , s t i l l  i n  th e  F o u r th  F o rm  a 
H i l d a ’s. T h e  R e v ,  J o h n  B u n d e r  occasionally JV 
v i s i t s  t o  in s p e c t  t h e  m ic e , w h ic h  a re  the Pn 
t h e  s c h o o l, b u t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  
d u m b  o n  t h e  s u b je c t .  A n d  a s  f o r  the 
H e a d  h im s e lf ,  h e  c h u c k le s  som etim es w e 
lo o k s  a t  a  s m a l l  c h a lk  b o x  u p o n  hisi stu y  ̂
a n d  g o e 3  o v e r  t h e  h i s t o r y — o r  w h a t  he 
i t — o f  th e  t h r e e  w h i t e  m ic e .



Some years ago I was acting as travelling 
correspondent for an important mining journal 
in the United States. I had to visit the various 
mining districts that were then most attracting 
public attention, and to write special articles about 
them, giving what independent information as 
jo their merits and prospects I could gather, 
lhat my articles attracted some attention was 
attested by the fact that I received frequent 
etters from people who were entire strangers to 
roe asking for fuller information in many cases, 
a™’. in some instances, inviting me to visit 
Particular mining properties.

int 1 ^  l ' m e • I  w r it e  t h e r e  w a s  g r e a t
■ f 1̂  ta k e n  in  g o ld - m in in g  c ir c le s  in  s o m e  

th P° eve '° P m e n ts  th a t  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e  a lo n g  
r e..f reat M o th e r  L o d e  in  t h e  S i e r r a  N e v a d a  o f  
Timi°rnia’ m o re  e s p e c i a l l y  in  t h e  c o u n t i e s  o f  
e . U^ ne an<  ̂ M a r ip o s a ,  in  b o t h  o f  w h ic h  v e r y  
tearinSIVe ° P c ra t i ° n s w e r e  in  p r o g r e s s .  E n g l is h  
w ith e r 31-e 0̂r m o s t  P a r t  t o l e r a b ly  f a m il ia r  
sepno ? TlPo sa  a n d  T u o l u m n e  c o u n t i e s  a s  t h e  
deliohfr ,Som e. ° f  B r e t  H a r t e ’s  e a r l i e r  a n d  m o s t  
had h U s to r ' e s  ° f  C a l i f o r n ia n  m in in g  l i fe .  I 
countr6'ln fo r s o m e  t i m e  in  “ B r e t  H a r t e ’s 

>1 a n d  h a d  m a d e  m y s e l f  e n t i r e ly  f a m il ia r

w i t h  a l l  t h a t  w a s  g o i n g  o n , a n d  h a d  w r it t e n  a  
g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  i t  fo r  m y  o w n  j o u r n a l  a n d  a ls o  
f o r  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  d a i l y  p a p e r s .

F o r  a  t i m e  H o r n it o s ,  in  M a r i p o s a  c o u n t y ,  w a s  
m y  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a n d  t h e r e  o n e  a f t e r n o o n  t h e  
d r i v e r  o f  t h e  m a i l  s t a g e - c o a c h  b r o u g h t  m e  a  
l e n g t h y  c o m m u n ic a t i o n  fr o m  a  w e a l t h y  m in in g  
s p e c u la t o r  in  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  w h o m  I  d i d  n o t  
t h e n  k n o w  p e r s o n a l ly ,  b u t  w h o s e  n a m e  a t  t h e  
t i m e  w a s  a  h o u s e h o l d  w o r d  in  m in in g  c a m p s . 
T h e  l e t t e r  c o n t a in e d  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  fr o m  m y  
m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  o n e  o f  h is  
v i s i t i n g  c a r d s ,  o n  w h i c h  w a s  p e n c i l le d ,  “  D o  a ll  
y o u  c a n  fo r  C a p t a i n  P a s c o e ,  w h o  w il l  e x p la in  
m a t t e r s .”

C a p t a in  P a s c o e ’s  le t t e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  
t a k e n  a n  o f fe r  o f  a n  o l d  “ p r o s p e c t ,”  w h e r e  a  
s h a f t  h a d  b e e n  s u n k  in  t h e  e a r ly  ’ s ix t ie s .  I t  w a s  
s a i d  t h a t  w h e n  w o r k  w a s  a b a n d o n e d  in  t h e  s h a ft  
f o r  w a n t  o f  m o n e y  t o  c o n t i n u e  it ,  a t  a  d e p t h  o f  
s ix t y  t o  e i g h t y  f e e t  t h e r e  w a s  a  “  g o o d  s h o w in g ,”  
a n d  a s  t h e  s i t u a t io n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  w a s  r ig h t  
o n  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  G r e a t  M o t h e r  L o d e ,  C a p t a in  
P a s c o e  f e l t  i n c l i n e d ,  in  v ie w  o f  r e c e n t  d is 
c o v e r ie s ,  t o  s p e n d  a  l i t t le  m o n e y  o n  fu r th e r  
e x p l o r a t o r y  w o r k . A s  f o r  m y s e lf ,  h e  d i d  n o t
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w is h  m e  t o  m a k e  a n  “ e x p e r t "  r e p o r t ,  b u t  o n ly  
t o  v is i t  t h e  p la c e ,  m a k e  a  g e n e r a l  i n v e s t i g a t io n ,  
a n d  a d v is e  h im  b y  w ir e  i f  I  t h o u g h t  it  w o r t h  h is  
w h i le  t o  s e n d  u p  a  m in i n g  e n g in e e r  a n d  a  c r e w  
o f  m e n  t o  t h o r o u g h ly  p r o s p e c t  t h e  v e in .  T h e  
o l d  s h a f t  h a d  b e e n  s u n k  b y  M e x i c a n s ,  a n d  w h a t  
in fo r m a t io n  C a p t a in  P a s c o e  h a d  w a s  d e r i v e d  
fr o m  s o m e  o f  t h e m  a f t e r  a  la p s e  o f  t h i r t y  y e a r s . 
M e x i c a n s ’ i n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  m in in g  p r o p e r t y  in  
t h e  s a le  o f  w h ic h  t h e y  h a v e  a  d i r e c t  p e c u n i a r y  
in t e r e s t  is , t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t  o f  it , o f  m o r e  t h a n  
d o u b t f u l  v a lu e  w h e n  f r e s h ; w h e n  i t  h a s  t h e  
r o m a n c e  o f  a  g e n e r a t i o n  s u p e r a d d e d ,  it  is  o f  
a  k in d  t o  m a k e  A n a n i a s  t u r n  in  h is  g r a v e  a n d  
g r o a n  w it h  e n v y .

I  k n e w  w h e r e  t h e  o l d  M e x i c a n  m in e  w a s  
s it u a te d , t h o u g h  I  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  a c t u a l l y  o n  
t h e  s p o t . I t  la y  s o m e  t w o  o r  t h r e e  m ile s  s o u t h  
o f  a n  o l d  tr a il  t h a t  le d  f r o m  t h e  M e r c e d  R i v e r  to  
C o u l t e r v i l l e ,  a n  im p o r t a n t  n e w  m in i n g  t o w n s h ip  
o n  M a x w e l l ’s  C r e e k ,  a n d  w a s  d i s t a n t  n o t  m o r e  
t h a n  t w e n t y  m ile s  fr o m  w h e r e  I w a s  a t  H o r n it o s .  
A c c o r d i n g l y  I  t e l e g r a p h e d  t o  C a p t a i n  P a s c o c  
t h a t  I  w o u ld  v i s i t  t h e  m in e  a n d  l e t  h im  k n o w  
t h e  r e s u lt  f r o m  C o u l t e r v i l l e .

A  r a n c h e r  w h o  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  p a s s in g  t h r o u g h  
H o r n it o s  g a v e  m e  a  l i f t  in  h is  w a g o n  a n d  s e t  m e  
d o w n  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  f o u r  o r  f iv e  m ile s  fr o m  t h e  
o l d  M e x i c a n  s h a f t .  T h e  c o u n t r y  t h e r e a b o u t s  
r a n  o u t  i n t o  t h e  f o o t h i l ls  t h a t  s t r e t c h  a l o n g  th e  
lo w e r  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  S ie r r a  N e v a d a .  I t  w a s  
b a r e  o f  la r g e  t im b e r .  H e r e  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  a  fe w  
s t u n t e d  t r e e s  a n d  b u s h e s ,  b u t  th e  v i e w  w a s  o p e n  
f o r  m ile s . I n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  l a y  t h e  g r e a t  
s ie r r a s , t i e r  u p o n  t ie r  o f  d a r k  a n d  e v e r  d a r k e r  
p u r p le , r e c e d i n g  o n  t h e  h o r iz o n  in  f i lm y  w h i t e —  
e i t h e r  s n o w  o r  c lo u d s ,  i t  w a s  h a r d  t o  t e l l  w h i c h .  
I n  fr o n t  l a y  t h e  g r e a t  f e r t i le  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  S a n  
J o a q u in ,  w it h  i t s  v i n e y a r d s ,  o r c h a r d s ,  a n d  f a r m s ; 
w h i le  M o u n t  D ia b l o ,  i n  t h e  d i m  d i s t a n c e ,  s t o o d  
s e n t in e l  o v e r  t h e  v a l le y ,  a n d  S t o c k t o n ,  t h e  “  C i t y  
o f  th e  S l o u g h s .”

I t  w a s  b la z in g  h o t  a s  I  w a l k e d  a lo n g .  W h a t  
g r a s s  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  w a s  e a t e n  b a r e  o n  a l l  s id e s  
b y  s h e e p , w h o s e  t r a c k s  r a n  in  e v e r y  d i r e c t io n .  
C o m i n g  u p o n  a  m o r e  t h a n  u s u a l ly  w e l l- b e a t e n  
t r a c k , I  f o l lo w e d  i t  f o r  s o m e  d i s t a n c e  t i l l  it 
b r o u g h t  m e  t o  a  m is e r a b le  b r o k e n - d o w n - lo o k in g  
s h a n ty , o c c u p i e d  b y  a  M e x i c a n  s h e p h e r d  a n d  
h is  f a m i l y .  T h e y  s p o k e  l i t t le  E n g l i s h ,  b u t  
e n o u g h  t o  in d i c a t e  t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  o ld  m in e , 
w h ic h  w a s  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  a  l i t t le  h i l l ,  r e m a r k a b le  
b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e r e  w a s  o n  it  o n l y  o n e  s m a ll  
s t u n t e d  t r e e ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  w ith in  a  fe w  y a r d s  o f  
t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  o l d  s h a f t .

T h e  M e x i c a n  s h e p h e r d  s a id  I  s h o u ld  f in d  it  a  
lo n g  w a lk ,  a n d  a d v i s e d  m y  r id in g ,  f o r  w h ic h  p u r 
p o s e  h e  o f fe r e d  t o  s e l l  m e  h is  h o r s e ,  a s  o w i n g  to  
t h e  d r y n e s s  o f  t h e  s e a s o n  h e  h a d  n o  f e e d  fo r  it.

I  e v e n t u a l l y  b o u g h t  t h e  h o r s e , saddle, brid!« 
a n d  g r e e n - h i d e  n e c k - r o p e ,  fo r  tw en ty-five  dollar ' 
a n d  a r r iv e d  a t  t h e  o ld  s h a f t  a b o u t  two h or 
b e f o r e  s u n d o w n . I  t ie d  m y  h o r s e  securely 
t h e  g r e e n - h i d e  n e c k - r o p e  to  t h e  o n e  solitary’ tree, 
a n d  t h e n  s e t  a b o u t  in v e s t ig a t in g  th e  o ld  mint

O n  t h e  “ d u m p ,”  a s  th e  p ile  o f  rock that 
c o m e s  o u t  o f  t h e  m in e  is  c a l le d ,  I had no diffi. 
c u l t y  in  d i s c o v e r in g  s o m e  r a th e r  nice-lookim 
q u a r t z .  I t  w a s  “  s u g a r y  ”  rib b o n -ro ck , appar 
e n t l y  f r e e - m i l l in g ,  a n d  e v e n  w ith o u t  a  magnifying 
g la s s  I  c o u l d  s e e  f in e  s p e c k s  o f  g o ld . I judged 
it  to  b e  r o c k  t h a t  m ig h t  a v e j a g e  ten to twelve 
d o l l a r s  o f  g o l d  to  t h e  t o n — g o o d  enough, if only 
t h e r e  w e r e  s u f f ic ie n t  o f  it . T o  form  some idea 
a s  to  t h a t ,  I  h a d  t o  g o  d o w n  t h e  shaft. The top 
w a s  c o v e r e d  w it h  s o m e  o l d  r o t t e n  boards. These 
I  e a s i l y  r e m o v e d ,  a n d  t h e n  th r e w  a  few stones 
d o w n . T h e y  f e l l  w ith  a  “  p lu m p  ” into water 
a t  t h e  b o t t o m ,  a n d , j u d g i n g  b y  the sound, 
I  e s t im a t e d  t h e  d e p t h  to  w a te r  level at about 
f i f t y  t o  s ix t y  f e e t .  O f  c o u r s e ,  th e  depth of the 
w a t e r  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  I  c o u l d  n o t  even make a 
g u e s s  a t .

T a k i n g  o f f  m y  c o a t  a n d  s o f t  fe lt  hat, I folded 
t h e m  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  p u t  t h e m  d o w n  near the 
s h a f t ,  w i t h  a  c h u n k  o f  r o c k  o n  to p  to keep them 
fr o m  b l o w i n g  a w a y . I  h a d  w ith  m e a  very small 
g e o l o g i s t ’s  h a m m e r , a  c o u p l e  o f  can d les, my pipe 
a n d  ’ b a c c y ,  a n d  m y  m a t c h e s ,  in  a  water-tight 
b o x .  T h i s  w a s  m y  o u t f i t  a s  I prepared to 
d e s c e n d  t h e  o l d  s h a ft . A s  I  h a v e  before re
m a r k e d ,  t i m b e r  w a s  v e r y  s c a r c e  in the locality, 
a n d  I  fo u n d  t h a t  w h a t  t i m b e r  h a d  been used 
b y  t h e  M e x i c a n  m in e r s  in  t h e  sh a ft was of the 
w o r s t  d e s c r i p t io n ,  b e in g  w h a t  m in e r s  call “ round 
s t u f f ’ ’— t h e  l i m b s  o f  t r e e s  a n d  trunks of small 
s a p l in g s  fr o m  w h i c h  th e  b a r k  h a d  not been re
m o v e d .  I t  n o w  h u n g  in  g h a stly -lo o k in g  stops, 
o r  h a d  fa l le n  t o  t h e  b o t t o m .

T h e  l a d d e r  b y  w h i c h  I  h a d  to  d e s c e n d ^ a  
v e r y  p r i m i t i v e  a ffa ir . F o r  u p r ig h ts  it had sap 
l in g s  f a s t e n e d  t o  t h e  w a lls  b y  w o o d en  pins, a™ 
t h e  r u n g s  w e r e  p i e c e s  o f  r o u n d  branches aboih 
tw o  f e e t  a p a r t .  W e i g h i n g  so m eth in g  in < 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d  o f  s ix t e e n  s to n e s , I looked at tha 
l a d d e r  w it h  g r e a t  d is fa v o u r .  H ow ever, that 
w a s  n o  h e lp  fo r  it , a n d  I  s ta r te d  down, trymS 
e a c h  r u n g  o f  t h e  la d d e r  c a r e fu l ly  with one 
b e f o r e  I  le a n t  m y  f u l l  w e i g h t  o n  it, and ho 11? 
o n  b y  t h e  u p r ig h t s  w it h  m y  h a n d s .

I  h a d  g o t  d o w n  a b o u t  e ig h t  o r  ten feet *  
a w a y  w e n t  o n e  o f  t h e  r u n g s . I held on 
g r im  d e a t h  t o  t h e  u p r ig h ts , b u t  out came 
p in s ,  a n d  a w a y  t h e y  w e n t  to o . I dropped a  ̂
s i x  f e e t  a n d  c a u g h t  o n e  o f  th e  lo w er run^ ^ j  
h e l d  m e  fo r  a b o u t  a  s e c o n d , a n d  then - , 
a w a y .  I  g r a b b e d  f r a n t i c a l ly  a t  a  low er one, ^  
i t  c a m e  to o . T h e n  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  anot ‘ - -
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■locity a l l  Cue t i m e  i n c r e a s in g ,  t i l l  I  c a m e  
•‘"souse”  in t o  t h e  w a t e r ,  h a v i n g  s t r i p p e d  n e a r l y  
every v e s tig e  o f  t h e  l a d d e r  a w a y  i n  m y  d e s c e n t ,  
not to m e n t io n  a  t o n  o r  t w o  o f  d i r t  a n d  g r a v e l .
I went c le a n  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  “  s u m p , ”  a s  
the fo o t o f  t h e  s h a f t  w h e r e  t h e  w a t e r  l i e s  is  
called. I t  w a s  a b o u t  t e n  o r  
twelve fe e t d e e p ,  a n d  I  g o t  t o  
the su rface  as  q u i c k l y  a s  I  c o u l d  
struggle th r o u g h  a l l  t h e  debris 

th a th a d  l i t t e r e d  d o w n  t h e  s h a f t .
I  m anaged to  f i x  t w o  p o le s  t r a n s 
versely a l i t t l e  a b o v e  t h e  w a t e r ,  
and, s c r a m b l in g  o n  t o  t h e m ,  s a t  
down to  c o n s id e r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

T h e  “  p r o c e e d in g  s t r u c k  m e  
as b e in ’ h ig h ly  i r r e g ’ l a r , ”  a s  a n  
em inent C a l i f o r n ia n  j u d g e  r e 
m arked w h e n  a  d i s a p p o in t e d  
lit ig a n t k n o c k e d  h i m  o f f  t h e  
Bench w i t h  a  v o lu m e  o f  t h e  
statutes. I  w a s  s c r a t c h e d  a n d  
bru ised f r o m  h e a d  t o  f o o t ,  b u t  
a ca re fu l e x a m in a t io n  d i s c lo s e d  
no b ro k e n  b o n e s .  I  s t i l l  h a d  
my l i t t le  g e o lo g is t ’ s p i c k  i n  m y  
belt, a n d  m y  c a n d le s  w e r e  s a fe .
I t  was n ig h t  b y  t h is  t i m e ,  a n d ,  
lo ok ing  u p w a rd s ,  I  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  
stars o v e r  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  
shaft. T h e y  s e e m e d  q u i t e  l o w  
down, a n d  ju s t  a b o v e  i t .

1 l i t  o n e  o f  m y  c a n d le s ,  a n d  
made a m o r e  c a r e f u l  s u r v e y .
W hen I  lo o k e d  d o w n  I  g o t  r a t h e r  
a shock. T h e  o l d  s h a f t  s e e m e d  
to be a  fa v o u r i t e  s u ic id e  g r o u n d  
for th e  a n im a l c r e a t i o n .  T h e r e  
"■'ere f iv e  o r  s ix  d e a d  r a t t l e 
snakes, a  c o u p le  o f  c o y o t e s ,  
some c ro w s , a n  o w l ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  
other b ird s ,  a i l  i n  v a r io u s  s ta g e s  
o f d e c o m p o s it io n ,  f l o a t i n g  i n  
the w a te r a m o n g s t  t h e  b r o k e n  
sticks. F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e i r  p e r -  
om e w as lo s t  u p o n  m e ,  a s  a  
Jum p o n  t h e  n o s e  i n  m y  f a l l  
™ d te m p o r a r i ly  u n f i t t e d  t h a t  
0rgan fo r  b u s in e s s  p u r p o s e s ,  I  

ecte(I  a d  t h e  s o u n d  s t i c k s  
co u ld  g a th e r ,  a n d  b e g a n  t o  

a  s c a f io ld in g  a c r o s s  t h e  
. a ^  J b e n  I  b u i l t  a n o t h e r  a b o u t  s e v e n  f e e t  

°ve th a t ,  a n d  p a s s e d  t h e  t i m b e r  o f  t h e  lo w e r  
e u p  o n  t o  t h a t ,  d r a w in g  u p  t h e  la s t  o f  i t  w i t h  

« b e l t  a n d  s o m e  s t r i n g  I  h a p p e n e d  t o  
A K In  m y  P ° c k e t .

t o p o f ld3J b/ Cark’ i udSinS by the light at the 
e shaft, I was getting on famously, and

m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t  t h i r t y  f e e t  a b o v e  t h e  w a t e r  
w h e n  I  g o t  i n t o  b a d  h o l d i n g  g r o u n d  i n  t h e  s id e s  
o f  t h e  s h a f t .  I  l e a n t  m y  w e ig h t  o n  a  t r a n s v e r s e  
s t i c k ,  a n d  a b o u t  a  t o n  o f  e a r t h  c a m e  a w a y  w i t h  
i t .  I  f o l l o w e d  t h e  e a r t h  a f t e r  a  m o m e n t ’ s d e la y ,  
w e n t  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  “  s u m p  ” a g a in ,  a n d

I L B  ONE OF MS CANDLES, AND MADE A MQEE CADEPCL STEVES.

o n  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  r e n e w e d  m y  a c q u a in t 
a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r a t t le s n a k e s ,  c o y o t e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
c a r r i o n .

I  w a s  a  b i t  d i s c o u r a g e d ,  b u t  a f t e r  a  s m o k e —  
f o r t u n a t e l y  m y  t o b a c c o ,  b e in g  “  p l u g , ”  w a s  n o t  
s o  w e t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  n o t  s m o k e ,  a n d  m y  p ip e ,  
t h o u g h  b r o k e n ,  h a d  s t i l l  e n o u g h  s t e m  l e f t  t o  g e t
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a  “  d r a w  ”  o u t  o f  it  —  I  r e c o m m e n c e d  t h e  
la b o r io u s  w o r k  o f  p la t f o r m - b u i ld in g .  M y  e ffo r ts  
w e r e  n o t  a t t e n d e d  w it h  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  I  a g a in  
w e n t  in t o  t h e  “ s u m p ”  in  a  h u r r y . I t  w a s  
g e t t i n g  b e y o n d  a  j o k e ,  fo r  it  w a s  n e a r  t h e  s e c o n d  
n i g h t  o u t , a n d  i t  m ig h t  b e  w e e k s  b e f o r e  a n y o n e  
c a m e  t h a t  w a y . I  h a d  t ie d  u p  m y  h o r s e  s o  
f ir m ly  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  s m a ll  c h a n c e  o f  h is  b r e a k 
in g  a w a y  a n d  g o i n g  b a c k  w it h  t h e  s a d d l e  o n  t o  
t h e  M e x i c a n  r a n c h e ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  g i v i n g  t h e  
a la r m . I  w a s  h u n g r y  t o o — a n d  s le e p y .  I  a t e  
a  b i t  o f  m y  s e c o n d  c a n d le ,  h a d  a  d r i n k  o f  t h e  
w a te r  t h a t  a l l  t h e  c a r r io n  w a s  f lo a t i n g  a b o u t  in ,

THEY PUIXED ME TO THE SURFACE, TAKING A TURN OF 
" YANKING" ME UP A FEW FEET

a n d  t h e n , s t r a n g e  t o  s a y , s le p t  l i k e  a  t o p  o n  
h a lf - a - d o z e n  s a p l in g s  w h i c h  I  f ix e d  a c r o s s  t h e  
s h a f t  a b o u t  t w o  f e e t  a b o v e  t h e  w a te r .

I  m u s t  h a v e  s le p t  f o r  a  l o n g  t im e , fo r  t h e  s u n  
w a s  s h in in g  i n t o  t h e  s h a f t  w h e n  I  a w o k e .  I  
w a s  b r e a k f a s t i n g  f r u g a l ly  o n  a  s m a ll  p i e c e  o f  
c a n d le ,  w h e n  I  h e a r d  t h e  m o s t  w e l c o m e  s o u n d  
I  e v e r  h e a r d  in  m y  li fe . I t  c a m e  fr o m  t h e  
s u r f a c e ,  a n d  i t  w a s  a  h u m a n  v o i c e  t h a t  c a l l e d :  
“  H e l l o ,  t h e r e  ? ”

“  H e l l o , ”  a n s w e r e d  I .
“  W h a t  t h e  d e u c e  a r e  y o u  d o i n ’ d o w n  t h e r e  ? ”  

c a m e  t h e  v o ic e .

“  W a i t i n g  t o  g e t  o u t ,”  s a id  I .
“  H o w  d i d  y o u  g e t  in  ? ”  q u e r ie d  the voice 
“  F e l l  d o w n  t h e  s h a f t ,”  w a s  th e  answer.
“  M o r e  f o o l  y o u  ! ”  w a s  th e  co m m en t, “ Wait 

h e r e  t i l l  I  c o m e  b a c k .”
“  I w o n ’t r u n  a w a y . D o n ’t  fret about that’ 

I  a n s w e r e d , a n d  t h e n , w i t h  a  fee lin g  of gra 
in w a r d  s a t is f a c t io n ,  I  l i t  a  fr e sh  pipe with my 
la s t  m a t c h .

I t  s e e m e d  h o u r s  b e fo r e  m y  discoverer cams 
b a c k .  H e  r o d e  m y  h o r s e  o v e r  to  the Mexican 
r a n c h e ,  w h e r e  h e  g o t  s o m e  g re e n -h id e  ropes and 
e n l i s t e d  t h e  s e r v ic e s  o f  t h e  M e x ic a n . Between

th e m  they pulled 
m e  to  the surface, 
ta k in g  a turn of 
th e  rop e round the 
l i t t l e  tr e e  and 
“ y a n k in g "  me ip 
a  fe w  feet at a time.

M y  rescuer was 
g o o d  o l d  Jim 
A r k e ll ,  a  veteran 
p r o s p e c t o r  and 
p io n e e r  in Mari
p o s a  andTuolumae 
c o u n tie s . He had 
s e e n  m y horse on 
th e  previous 
w h e n  he passed 
a lo n g  the trail some 
d is ta n c e  away. See
in g  it still in the 
s a m e  place neit 
d a y , h e  surmised 
t h a t  something 
m u s t be wrong,and 
o n  co m in g  over to 
th e  m ine found the 
b o a r d  s o ff  the 
m o u th  o f the shift, 
a n d  m y hat and 
c o a t  lying on the 
g ro u n d .

Old Jim a®
a lo n g  with me *

fa r  a s  J o h n n y  G r a p e s ’s  v in e y a r d , where we W  
a  t i m e  o f  r e j o ic i n g .  I  b e l i e v e  th a t nothing sb 
o f  t h e  J a c k a s s  b r a n d y  o f  l o c a l  production wo®* 
h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  t a s t e  o f  t h e  w a te r  in that infe

THE ROPE ROUND THE TREE, AND 
AT A TIME.

p i t  o u t  o f  m y  m o u t h . I  m a d e  a  rep o rt to < 
P a s c o e  in  w h i c h  I  p o i n t e d  o u t  th at I had g® 
t h o r o u g h ly  i n t o  t h e  m in e , a n d  h ad  prospect : 
i t  r ig h t  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  m o r e  th a n  once.
t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  m y  r e p o r t  C a p t a in  Pascoe t 

L a s t  t i m e  I  s a w  h im  h e  s a id  h e  was san iit,
w i t h  h is  p u r c h a s e .  A s  h e  tu r n e d  it into a 
p a n y  o f  “ E a s t e r n  I n v e s t o r s ,”  I  ca n  well - j 
h e  is . B u t  I  s h o u l d  l i k e  to  h e a r  their vie®
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h i s  r e t u r n  f r o m  C o c h i n  
C h i n a ,  w h e r e  F r a n c e  h a d  
n o t  t h e n  s e t  f o o t ,  o n e  o f  
m y  f r ie n d s  c a m e  to  d i n e  
w ith  m e  o n e  d a y ,  a s  w e l l  

as Congourdan, th e  c a p t a in  o f  t h e  c o r s a ir ,  L a  
Bonne Mere. A s  u s u a l, t h e  n e w  a r r iv a l  t o o k  
the lead in t h e  c o n v e i s a t io n .  H e  d e s c r i b e d  
the manners o f  th e  S ia m e s e ,  a n d , in  d u e  c o u r s e ,  
ante to the s tra n g e  a n d  h o r r ib le  p u n is h m e n t s  
which, as e v e r y b o d y  k n o w s , a r e  a m o n g  t h e  
most m arked p e c u l ia r it ie s  o f  t h is  v e r y  r e m a r k 
able people.

When a s u b je c t  o f  t h i s  k i n d  is  i n t r o d u c e d  
into a co n versa tio n , y o u  k n o w  h o w  d i f f ic u lt  it  is  
to drive it a w a y— a  s o r t  o f  m y s t e r io u s  a t t r a c t io n  
w ays brings it b a c k  a g a in . I n  d e s p a ir  I  h a d  
tccourse to th e  w o r th y  c a p t a in .

What d o  y o u  s a y  to  t h o s e  c h a r m i n g  tr a its  
national c h a r a c te r , c a p t a i n ? ”  I  a s k e d .  “ T o  

» Cu *l s to r ' e s  m a k e s  m e  t h i n k  th a t  it  
“ e b e tte r to  fa ll  in to  t h e  c lu t c h e s  o f  a  

S ri a or a  m o n ste r  o c t o p u s ,  a s  y o u  h a v e  d o n e , 
.j1 into the g r ip  o f  a  m a n  ! ”

thai i ° U ^  r 'S h t ,”  h e  r e p l i e d ;  “ I ’ve  b o u g h t  
I knowledge a t  a  h e a v y  p r i c e .”

Siamese ? ”UVe â"en ' n t o  ^ i e  h a n d s  o f  t h e

hut wW m t°  l ' le  h a n d s  o f  o n e  o f  m y  e n e m ie s .  
a wav tv.*6 aS V a s > h e  t r e a t e d  m e  in  s u c h  
kitnres ^  ^ °Ur ^ '? m e s e  a n d  C o c h i n  C h i n e s e  

ĥat he ^  ^ c k l i n g s  in  c o m p a r is o n  w ith
m e  s u ffe r .”

fol. ill,— 12

I  c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  s a y in g ,  p r e s s i n g l y :  “ T e l l  
u s  a b o u t  i t . ”  T o  w h i c h  h e  r e p lie d

“  M y  d e a r  f r ie n d , y o u  c a n n o t  im a g in e  w h a t  
t h e  l i fe  o f  a  s a i lo r  is . I t  is  n o t  o n ly  th e  
a c c i d e n t s  o f  t h e  s e a  h e  h a s  t o  c o u n t  w ith . Y o u  
m a k e  a  g o o d  p a s s a g e — a ll  g o e s  w e l l ; y o u  d o n ’ t 
s o  m u c h  a s  b r e a k  a  h a w s e r ; y o u  la n d  y o u r  
c a r g o — n o t  a  b a le  d a m a g e d .  Y o u  re  lo a d , a n d  
p u t  y o u r  b i l l  o f  la d i n g  in  y o u r  p o c k e t .  G o o d  
b a c k  f r e i g h t ; g o o d  c r e w . Y o u  p a t  y o u r s e l f  o n  
t h e  c h e s t ,  a n d  s a y  : ‘ M a r iu s ,  m y  b o y ,  y o u ’v e  
d o n e  a  w in n in g  s t r o k e  o f  b u s i n e s s . ’

“  O h  ! it  a lw a y s  c o m e s  u p o n  y o u  w h e n  a n d  
fr o m  w h e r e  y o u  l e a s t  e x p e c t  i t ! A  t i le  a s  b ig  
a s  a  h o u s e  fa l ls  c r a s h  u p o n  y o u r  h e a d . T h a t ’s 
j u s t  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  m e  a t  M o b i le ,  a b o u t  
e i g h t  o ’c l o c k  o n e  f in e  N o v e m b e r  m o r n in g , a n d  
y o u ’ ll s e e  w h e t h e r  I c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o n  t h e  
lo o k - o u t  f o r  it.

“  M y  v e s s e l  w a s  a t  t h e  la d in g - q u a y .  I  w e n t  
o n  s h o r e  o v e r  a  s in g le  p la n k , a lm o s t  a lw a y s  
a l o n e ; f o r  m y  c r e w , w it h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  tw o  
m e n  to  k e e p  w a tc h , w e r e  a b o u t  in  t h e  c i t y  o r  
its  n e i g h b o u r h o o d .  I t  w a s  n o t  t o o  h o t ; it 
w a n t e d  t w o  h o u r s  o f  b r e a k f a s t  t im e , a n d  I s a id  
t o  m y s e l f :— ■

“  ‘ S u p p o s e  y o u  g o  a n d  s e c  t h e  c o n s i g n e e  ? ’
“  T h i s  g e n t le m a n ,  w h o  w a s  a  M a r s e i l la is ,  a n d  

w h o m  I  k n e w  w e l l ,  l i v e d  a b o u t  h a lf- a - le a g u e  
o u t  o f  t h e  c i t y .  T h e  w a y  t o  h is  h o u s e  w a s  
a l o n g  t h e  r iv e r  o n  a  w e l l- k e p t  r o a d , s h a d e d  w ith  
t r e e s  a n d  b o r d e r e d  w it h  c o u n t r y  h o u s e s  a n d  
w a rd e n s .
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“ I had gone about a third of the way without 
having seen anybody besides a sort of red
headed giant, dressed as a hunter, who had 
followed me out of the city. H e passed me 
once or twice, then fell back, then advanced 
again. These tactics were beginning to annoy 
me, because in that country, as you know, one 
must always be upon one’s guard, Continuing 
my way, and without seeming to do it purposely,
I turned round and looked at him, at the same 
time moving my hand towards my revolver and 
glancing at my belt, to see that my knife was 
within easy reach.

“ I had not time
to raise my head, -
my dear friend, be
fore I was stretched 
upon th e  ground 
lik e  an  ox, half- 
strangled by a lasso, 
which the scound
rel had thrown over 
my head. I put 
up m y hands to 
save my t h r o a t ; 
but, in the twink
ling of an eye, he 
dragged me into a 
garden, the gate of 
which slammed to 
behind him, and I 
b ecam e u n c o n-  ̂
scious. 1

“ W h e n  I r e 
covered my senses 
I was seated in a 
chair, my arms and 
legs fre e , in the 
midst of a garden 
filled with flowers.
Before me stood a 
group of evil-look
ing men, foremost 
a m o n g  w hom  I 
recogn ised  a tall
rascal of an American sailor, who, three years 
earlier, had almost caused my crew to mutiny, 
But I had made him pay dearly for his freak, 
by first giving the wet and then the dry hold.

“  You don’t know what the wet hold means ? 
You are lashed along a spar, then drawn by a 
pulley up to one end of the main-yard, from 
which height you are three times .dropped into 
the sea and hauled under the ship’s keel. For 
the dry hold, you are three times made to drop 
upon the deck.

“  H e had begged and prayed, and thrown 
himself upon his knees before me like a child ; 
but I never go back on my word. When he

came out of the water the third time he 
mad with fear and anger. When they began̂  
haul him up for the dry hold his yells were'0 
frightful as to make the whole crew shudder-l 
even saw some of them inclined to snivel ■ k". 
I looked at them, and that didn’t last W  U| 
tell you ! Then he uttered such threats aqaL 
me as I have never heard in all my life* 
you may suppose, I merely shrugged 
shoulders— but that did not prevent my 
a close eye upon him all the rest of the

my

during which he did his work without
e voyage,

I  RECOGNISED A TA L L  RASCAL 0 ?  AN AMERICAN SAILOR.”

meutmg 
any further punish- 
jnent.

“ At the end o 
the passage, wha 
we landed 
Havre, he came 
v e r y  respectfully, 
hat in hand, 
settle his account 
but, when he hai 
signed a receipt 
and pocketed his 
money, he clapped 
his hat upon his 
head, and, seizing 
my hand, said to 
m e:—

“ ‘ Now that you 
h a v e  no more 
power over me, 
captain, if you vi 
take a word of at 
vice from me, new 
let me meet yon 
out of France' 1 

“ I was not mtd 
disquieted by to 
threat, though I de
termined to bear 
it in mind,knowioa 
that he was q® 
capable of canyh 
it into executHM.

But in the long run one forgets things, as 
I ceased to remember him, though I 
written conspicuously on the cover 01 m 
book, on the front page of my pocket-W* 
and on the outside of my case of charts: 
ware of the American.’ So that, on seeiiji ^ 
before me surrounded by his pals, 
astonished only at one thing— to find 
still living; but I quite understood t 
fact did not go for much. u

“  ‘ Captain Marius Congourdan, he 
‘ do you remember m e ? ’ ,,

“  ‘ Enough of that,’ I replied. ‘ ^ou r  
assassinate me— do it out of hand. £ >
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-cow ard, a n d  I  despise you; and you don’t 
i> a];e me fear you in the least.’ 
i; u I rose, with the intention o f advancing up 

to them but f e l t  m yself held back, and then 
j !  ierceived that I was fastened by a leathern 

belt and a long rope to an enormous balloon, 
secured by four ropes to as many trees. .

,i i Wretches ! ’ I cried. ‘ A t least you are not 
i going to hang me ?— it is only thieves or traitors 

that are hanged, and all that I have done in this 
world has been done openly and boldly ! ’

“ T h e  American advanced a step, and replied
to me

‘“ Captain Congourdan, the punishment which 
i! is about to be inflicted on you is of my inven-
■ lion, and does not in any way resemble the 

penalties known on earth. For three years I 
have suffered by your order, and unjustly, for I

if was innocent. I have spent days and nights 
i! trying to invent a torture by which I could bring 

vou to death through sufferings unknown in the 
history of man’s ferocity. A t length I have 
discovered this !  ’

“ And he pointed to the balloon.
“ ‘ You need not trouble yourself to explain 

your purpose,’ I said. ‘ You are angry with 
me—you have me in your power, and I cannot 

ij defend myself A h ! —  thousand millions of 
thunders!— if I only had you for five minutes 
on the deck of Bonne M ire— you and your 
crew of ruffians ! ’

“ To this outbreak he paid no heed whatever, 
but bowed his head as if  in an effort to con
centrate his thoughts.

‘“ In the first place,’ he said, ‘ understand , 
that, in what I am going to do to you, I shall be 
canying out a sentence regularly pronounced on 
you in accordance with Lynch I .aw. T h e  men 

; you see about you are American citizens, my 
friends, and it is in virtue o f the verdict found 
by them that you are going to be punished.

As I wish you, if it be possible, to exhaust 
the measure of what a man may suffer,' he went 

: 0ni ‘ you must be made to know, in advance, 
what is going to happen to you. D o not be 
afraid of dying too quickly. You just now asked 
whether we were going to hang you. Bah ! that

■ SOû  be mere child’s play ! I might have had 
‘ Jou broken up limb by limb, flogged to death,
. °f inflicted on you one o f those Chinese punish- 
j n!®tsi *he mere recital o f which makes one feel

*** goose-flesh ; but that would not have satisfied 
1 ®e’ I have found something better. With- 
i ut shedding a drop o f your blood, without 
'\ a bmr of your head, I am going to
- hfa ^ ^ °U Pass through terrors and agonies un
i ’n the history o f human suffering ! ’
’ liv- * atn not ttfct'd o f pain,’ I said. ‘ N o 

“'S man can boast of ever having made me

fear him, and that honour will not be yours, 
scoundrel that you are ! ’

“ T o tell the truth, my dear friend, I felt my 
heart sinking. H e appeared to be so sure of his 
purpose, and the balloon had something about 
it so strange and mysterious, that, in spite of 
myself, I changed colour. H e perceived this, 
and I saw in his face a smile of infernal satis
faction.

“  ‘ Perhaps you’ll be better able to judge as 
to that presently,’ he said. ‘ T o assist you, I ’ll 
describe to you some of the torments you will 
have to pass through on your way to death. 
You will be slung by a stout belt of buffalo-hide 
beneath a balloon filled with gas. Shortly, when 
I give the word, the four ropes by which it is held 
will be detached, and it will rise, carrying you 
away with it into the air. It will continue to 
mount until, distended by the reduction of 
atmospheric pressure, it will burst and let you 
fall from a terrific height.

“  ‘ You will first feel your feet lifted from the 
ground, then sweep the points of the grass. 
Your arms and legs will agitate in space, and 
your body will swing over the abyss, growing 
from moment to moment deeper and deeper. 
You will feel yourself drawn into and absorbed 
by the void— terror, cold, stifling agony, will 
hold you for long hours suspended between all 
that there may be most terrifying in life and 
death ! Now you are going to start! But, 
first, we’U walk you about for a few seconds to 
enable you to take leave of the earth. Look 
well at these trees, these flowers, this beautiful 
country, and, more than all, at this green swardf 
on which it is so pleasant to tread. In a few 
minutes you will have quitted all that, and you 
will never see it again ! ’

“  At a sign made by him, four men detached 
the ropes holding the balloon to the trees, and 
all, keeping their distance, began to move away 
slowly. A  sudden jerk threw me off my balance, 
but I was held up by the cord by which I wa; 
fastened to the machine.

“ Then began a scene the mere memory of 
which makes my flesh creep. In the movement 
given to the balloon, it rose and fell, making 
the cord which sustained me now too short, now 
too long ; now taking me off my feet, now caus
ing my knees to bend under m e ; then jerking 
me up into the air miserably, like a marionette 
at the end of a string, the monsters who were 
inflicting this torture on me laughing all the 
time till their sides ached.

“ Seeing this, I had for a moment an idea 
that the whole proceeding was nothing more 
than a bad joke, and that when they were tired 
of it, they would let me g o ; but the face of the 
American did not long allow me to deceive myself.

367
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“  When he had gloated on the sight long 
enough, he cried in a loud voice : ‘ Stop ! ’

“  The four men halted, and I regained my 
feet. He then called to one of the gang, who 
brought him a big bottle, a large piece of roast 
beef, and a loaf of bread in a net bag. Two 
men held me by the arms, while a third fastened 
the bag to my belt.

As I don’t know how long you will take to 
die,’ he said, ‘ I should be sorry to leave you to 
expire of hunger and thirst. Here you will find 
food and drink for three days. By the way, 
don’t hope to make your
self drunk —  the b o ttle  
only contains water with 
a little bandy in it, suf
ficient to keep up your 
strength and prolong your 
existence. Now you have 
half-an-hour to th in k  of 
you r s p ir itu a l affairs—  
that over, your sentence 
will be carried out.’

“  I cannot describe to 
you , a n d  you ca n n o t 
imagine, my dear friend, 
the horrors of that half
h our ! A t  len g th  he 
looked at his watch.

“ ‘ Let go one rope,’ he 
c r ie d . T h e n , a fte r  a

“ ‘ Not yet,’ I cried, and, seizing him by.]* 
hand, I carried him up with me. MyAine* 
can struggled, tried to force open my fi J!" 
but found the attempt to be useless, and as 
balloon was rising, was only able to c lu tc h  ih 
hand of the friend who, as I told you, was  ̂
his side. But the balloon dragged him od- 
wards. Fastened as I was by the waist-belt, the 
weight of these two men caused me to han? 
with my head downwards and my feet in tfo 
air. But that position, awkward as it was, gave 
me the free use of my twTo hands, and I seized

pause, which seemed to
me not more than a frac
t i o n  o f  a seco n d , he 
shouted again, ‘ Another!
Another ! ’

“  Held now only by a 
single rope, the balloon __ _ 
began to sway, but was 
held down by four strong ■
men. Then, as if to en- •“ “
joy my agony for the last 
time, the American came 
slowly towards me, with 
on e o f h is g a n g . He 
placed himself in front of 
me so near as almost to touch me. 
easily have seized and strangled him, but I said 
to m yself:—

“  ‘ Who knows ? There is still, perhaps, a 
spark of pity in his heart. I f  I make a gesture 
he has but one word to say.’ He said i t !

“  Suddenly, as if moved by a spring, he raised 
his head, flashed at me a glance of triumph, 
made a sign for the rope to be released, and 
said to me, with a laugh that could only be 
uttered by a dem on:—

“ ‘ Good voyage to you, Captain Marius 
Congourdan— we are now quits ! ’

L IE E  A M ARIONETTE A T TH E  END O T  A STRING.

I could him with my other hand. He could do nothing, 
and hung between the friend he was holding 
and myself, who would not let him go.

“ ‘ Courage, Marius ! ’ I said to myself; ‘w 
long as you hold on, the balloon will not 
mount far, and there may be time for help 10 
arrive !’ ,

“  At that moment I heard a frightful eras 
on the side of the garden gate— the 
barrier flew into splinters, and a dozen of 
sailors, led by my little cabin-boy, Bon® 
dashed across the flower-beds. But the bo 
swayed upwards so much that the friend, 1#
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wound no longer under his feet, cried to the 
American: ‘ I must leave you.’

“ As he spoke he opened his hand, but the 
other gripped it only the more

l'S“ l‘ L e t go, or I ’ll cut your 
hand away!’ cried the friend, 
at the same time drawing a 
keen-edged bowie knife, and 
slashing at the A m e ric a n ’s 
fingers, which instantly relaxed 
their hold, and the balloon, 
lightened by isolbs. weight, 
took fligh t. All this needed 
only a few seconds to enact.
When my sailors came up, 
the balloon was yet not more 
than fifty feet from the ground, 
and, as the rope was thirty 
feet long to which I was fas
tened, and the American was 
hanging below me, we were 
only a few feet out of reach.
But I was beyond assistance, 
and could only call out to my 
men: ' Good-bye, lads ! ’ ■

"Up, up went the balloon.
Below me I saw my sailors 
turn for a moment, mad with 
rage, to the spot whence the 
balloon had mounted; then, 
like a troop of tigers, they 
dashed upon th e gan g of 
scoundrels, who, with th e ir  
noses in the air, were thinking 
only of the American.

'Tn spite of the frightful 
position in which I was placed,
I could see the whole of the 
two parties gathered as if into 
a black ball, out o f w h ich  
issued a dozen pistol - shots.
But I had other th in g s to 
think of. I still clutched the 
American with both hands, 
the wretch writhed like a 
shark on a hook, and roared frightfully. But 
it was all of no use; no power in the world 
could m ake me quit my hold on h im ; my 
lands w ere riveted to his.

; tl, Jjercy ! Mercy ! ’ he cried.
; uercy? You are a nice fellow to ask 
j me ■ I shall let you go— but not just
5 ,i, y°u understand what I mean by that?’ 
| k âve mei and I will save you ! H old me 
i I Woutided hand, and leave the other free. 
I nial[Vea revo'ver— I will fife into the balloon—  
I ouart 3 rfent: ôr Sas to escape— and in a 
I eroFan hour we shall reach the earth ! ’

“ You must be hanging five hundred feet in the 
air to realise what one feels on hearing that word 
‘ earth ’ ! In a moment I seized his left hand 

and let go the other. H e drew 
his revolver and fired. But 
we had not taken into account 
the swaying of the b a llo o n , 
w h ich  was untouched, and 
went on mounting higher and 
higher.

“ H e let his revolver fall, 
and again seized me with his 
freed hand; but the blood of 
his wounded hand was gradu
ally making it slip through my 
grip. I had no strength to 
hold h im ; I was exhausted.

“ My hands opened —  he 
uttered a shriek— and I saw 
him go down, turning over in 
the void, like a bale of mer
chandise thrown into the sea.

“  Down to that point I had 
remained conscious of my situ
ation, though I had begun to 
feel dizzy, owing to the flow of 
blood into my head; but, on 
returning to an upright pos
ture, I felt like a drunken 
man become sobered. But, 
then !— but, then ! Hanging 
face downwards, by my belt, 
I could have sworn that the 
earth  was a b o v e  me ! I 
stretched out my hands, my 
feet, in a mad effort to clutch 
it— to hold on to i t !

“ A t the same m om ent, 
something more terrible still, 
p e rh a p s , happened to me. 
AVhether it was owing to a 
rising of the wind, or to the 
lightening of the balloon by 
the fall of the American, I 
began to feel a rolling move
m en t, b eco m in g  more and 

more violent, till my body swayed backwards 
and forwards over a space of fifty or sixty feet. 
Every time I reached the highest point there 
was a jerk which nearly broke my back, and 
I said to m yself: * The rope will break! ’ 
And, indeed, I do not know why it did not 
snap asunder. As often as I felt the upward 
sway beginning I shut my eyes and murmured : 
‘ It’s all over ! ’

“ How long this went on I cannot tell you, 
for after a while I lost consciousness— happily, 
or otherwise I should have gone mad.

“ With the recovery of my senses. I began tc

"M Y  HANTS OPENED, AND I  SAW HIM 
GO DOWN.”
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think of all that I could possibly do in my 
situation. First, I noticed that my girdle had 
shifted considerably below my waist, and that 
fact s u g g e s te d  to me the idea that I might be 
able to”get it still lower— into such a position 
that by clinging to the rope to which it was 
attached, I might turn it into a seat. After 
many efforts, i  succeeded in achieving this 
change of posture, and so obtaining enormous 
bodily relief. My spirits rose, and, after resting 
for awhile, I said to myself 

“ ‘ Courage, Marius! Y ou ’ll 
be able to save yourself after 
all, perhaps! You have got a 
seat instead of b ein g  h u n g.
None of your bones are broken; 
vou have a stout rope between 
your hands— and a sailor can 
do many things with a rope.
Vou don’t want for food, and 
—talking of victuals and drink 
—a moment, just now, would 
be well spent in tasting the 
contents of your wallet.’

“ A quarter of an hour later, 
after having eaten a good lump 
of roast beef, washed down with 
three or four mouthfuls of grog,
I had recovered my usual sang 
froid. L ookin g  up at th e 
balloon above me, I said to 
myself:—

‘“ You’ll do nothing by stay
ing down here at the end of a 
rope that is bound to break 
under you sooner or later.’

“ I tried to draw myself up 
to the balloon, han d over 
hand; but it was beyond my 
exhausted powers, H a l f - a -  
dozen times I repeated the en
deavour, but vainly ; and the 
last time my remains of strength 
suddenly deserted me. I lost 
courage— relaxed my hold, and 
fell back, groaning :—

“ ‘ I’m done for! ’
“ If my legs had been straightened out, I 

5 ould have slipped through the belt, and all 
ôuld have been over; ‘ fortunately, they were 
ooked at the knees, and1 the shock which I 

sustained when they caught in it told me that I 
"as not yet lost.

y°u may imagine, my dear friend, I did 
allow myself to remain long in that position; 

^  êw moments I regained my sitting

.r( thousand thunders, no!’ I said to myself, 
r testing awhile, ‘ it shall never be said that

Captain Marius Congourdan lost his life through 
being unable to swarm up thirty feet of rope. 
But what you have first to do is to recover some 
o f your strength, and then to find some means 
of resting on the road, while you are hauling 
yourself up hand over hand.’ That problem 
posed m e; for I could see no possible way of 
re-fastening my belt to the rope higher up with 
less than the use of three hands.

“ I believe I fairly howled with rage on coming 
to th is c o n c lu s io n ; I even 
went so far as to seize the mad
dening rope in my teeth and 
to dig my whole thirty-two ivory 
nippers into it. Miracle ! I 
had found a third hand in my 
ja w s!

“  I lost not a moment in set
ting to work. I advanced gent
ly ; one, two, and a grip of my 
teeth; then, letting the rope go 
with both hands, I untied the 
knot at my belt, drew in the 
slack, and, as well as I could, 
re-tied the rope, of which there 
was now three feet less above 
me. I then resumed my sitting 
posture, and rested a bit.

“  Three times I repeated this 
operation, and at last found 
myself hanging only two feet 
below the cords of the net—  
near enough to seize hold of 
them. I gripped one of them, 
and in a few moments was 
touching the balloon. In that 
position I felt almost reassured, 
and began really to hope that 
I should be able to save my
self. The solid machine, which 
hid a portion of the sky above 
me, seemed like a sheltering 
roof.

“  I scratched with my nails 
the material ofwhich the balloon 
was made, and found it much 
stronger than I had imagined 

it to b e ; it was coated with a hard varnish, 
and was so tightly stretched that it was impossi
ble to make any impression on its surface.

“ ‘ The thing to be done now is to make this 
big ball descend,’ I said to m yself; ‘ but how ? ’ 
More than ten times in succession I repeated, 
as a way of encouraging myself, the words of 
the American : ‘ I have a revolver— I will fire 
into the balloon— make a vent for the gas to 
escape— and in a quarter of an hour we shall 
reach the earth ! ’

“  I repeated those words like a madman. Oh
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once again to see trees, flowers, houses, men !—  
to feel gravel crunch under my feet ! Ah, my 
poor ship— my Bonne Mere !  T o  be once more 
on her deck in fair weather at sunrise, my crew 
lying right and left of me and singing gaily, 
while I, lounging on my quarter-deck, with a 
good cigar between my lips, hum some little 
Marseillais air. Ah ! though I have to tear it 
open with my teeth, I must— however I do it—  
make an opening in that great bag of gas ! ’

“ I plunged my right hand into one of my 
pockets and drew forth my knife— a dagger 
knife, with a blade sharp enough and strong 
enough to rip open a rhinoceros. I opened it, 
and plunged it into the balloon. Misery ! I 
struck the point against one of the knots in the 
netting— the blade snapped and fell into space, 
leaving the handle in my grasp. Tor a few 
moments I felt petrified, then, seized with des
pair, I was strongly inclined to release my hold, 
and so at once to put an end to my sufferings.

“  But I am not a man to give in so easily as 
that. I soon regained my courage, and searched 
amongst all the objects I had about me for some
thing with which to pierce the balloon. I broke 
a franc piece between my teeth ; but it was not 
pointed enough. For a moment I thought of 
breaking my bottle and using the foot of it for a 
knife , but I reflected that I should deprive my
self of the drink which had sustained me, and of 
which I might still have need.

“ After once more vainly searching in all my 
pockets, with a feeling of despair I passed my 
hand round my waist-band, 
and felt a sharp prick in 
one o f  my fingers —  the 
buckle o f  my tro u se rs!
With an a lm o st fran tic  
movement I tore it from 
the band to which it was 
attached, and found that it 
had three sharp p rongs.
These I plunged into the 
balloon as high as I could 
reach. Three hisses burst 
from it, sw e llin g  in to  a 
whistle like that of a black
smith’s forge. The balloon 
had begun to empty itself!
To say that it began to de
scend was m ore than  I 
knew, for it did not seem 
to change its position in 
the least. A t the end of a 
few minutes, however, I felt 
positively that the cold was 
d im in ish in g , and that I 
could breathe more freely.

“ A  fresh uneasiness over

took me. The material ot which the ballon 
was made was rent, and the slit was perceDtihl■ 
growing longer and longer. *

‘“ If that goes on,’ I said to myself, ‘ the 
balloon will open from bottom to top and vm 
and it will fall in a m ass!’ ’ ’

“ Fortunately, the meshes of the net afforded 
me a little hope, for on reaching the cord the 
opening appeared to stop. That calmed me 
somewhat, and I took advantage of the relief to 
look below me.

“ I assure you, my dear friend, if I had not 
been in such a cruel position, I should have 
thought the spectacle which met my eyes one of 
the most beautiful a man could look upon. AH 
about me was brilliant sunlight, unbroken by 
the least speck of mist. Beneath me—three or 
four hundred feet—-rolled a sea of clouds, half 
black, half fire-red, as if I had been descending 
into a blazing coal-furnace. In a few minutes 
we reached it and were enveloped in a mist, 
first white, then grey, then nearly black; then I 
heard a dull, booming sound, and felt a furious 
gust of wind : then came a frightful burst of 
lightning and thunder, with torrents of rain and 
hail, the stones as big as pigeons’ eggs. One 
flash of lightning passed through, so that I could 
see as plainly as in broad daylight.

“  I was horribly alarmed, as you may easily 
imagine— and yet, when I think of what I then 
saw, when I recall how I was dazzled by those 
morsels of ice, illuminated by the lightning 
flashes, falling like a shower of inflamed pearls

A FRIGH TFU T, DURST OF LIG H TN IN G  AND THUNDER. ’
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anI diamonds, I wish I could see it all again—  
ba not from the cords of a balloon.•‘ The thunderstorm lasted for about a quarter 
0[ an hour, and then gradually subsided, the 
clouds becoming every moment lighter. A  
warm breath of wind shook the balloon and 
tamed it round. The mist greiV thinner and 
thinner; and, by degrees, as through a gauze 
veil I* perceived beneath me an immense 
stretch of green and yellow— it was the earth.

“ At sight of the earth I  went out o f my 
senses. I shouted, I wept, I  sang songs, I 
flm-T my limbs about as if I had been dancing. 
A'as! my good

P  

t

" I  WAS SAVED I

friend, m y jo y  was 
not to last long.

" 1 felt a burn
ing and powerful 
wind, and con - . 
eluded from that 
that the balloon 
would be carried 
swiftly before it.
Looking at the 
sun, which was 
getting low, I saw 
that we were go- 
inc towards th e 
north-west. I was 
nuking these ob
servations when, 
twice in rapid suc
cession, I heard a 
‘Slish! s lis h ! ’ 
and, looking up,
saw with alarm that the rent I had made in the 
balloon had increased over the space o f two 
meshes of the net, and had become at least a 
foot and a-half long. The discovery filled me 
*ith apprehension of the machine descending 
too rapidly. Against that there was no remedy 
- I  could only trust to fortune, and pray that 
Providence would not, after all, abandon me.

“ On we whirled. T h e space below me 
changed colour; one part became a pale and 
unbroken plain of blue, another a  dark green 
streaked with deep yellow 
ut light brown. I compre
hended that the blue part 
âs the sea, the other the 
, The balloon gave 

1 fr«h ‘ Slish ! ’ followed 
W J  by two more.
.. ., sounds sent a 
will of terror through me,

Ul-«

but, on looking up and seeing the increased 
rent, I only sa id : ‘ Split if you must— I can 
do no more ! ’ B ut I still hoped that we might 
reach the ground before the rent extended from 
bottom to top. A t the rate at which we were 
being sent along, the end o f the voyage could 
not be far o ff; for I felt the hair of my head 
lifted by the air through which we were driven. 
Every moment the colours beneath became more 
positive ; every moment objects separated them
selves from the plain. Ah-!— a mountain !—  
a wood !— a rock !— a prairie !— a lake ! T he 
lake grew wider— w ider; trees sprang up on the

borders o f it— be
ca m e  enormous. 
T he balloon de
scended towards 
it —  lower, lower. 
A  flight of birds 
sped a cro ss  th e  
w a te r . S o u n d s  
came up from the 
earth— the cry of 
beasts. The wind 
made the balloon 
d e v ia te  a l i t t le  
fro m  its  course, 
and it was so vio
lent as nearly to 
p r e v e n t  m y  
breathing.

“  On, on we are 
whirled. W e are 
n ot m ore th a n  
sixty fe e t  fro m  

the water ! T he wind grows stronger, we 
fly more q u ick ly ; but the gas is escaping, 
the balloon is splitting— is falling lower and 
lo w e r; we are within thirty feet o f the 
water ! Another thirty feet and we shall 
touch the sh o re; twenty feet more and I 
am in the w ater! A  furious gust raises the 
balloon a few fe e t ; one more— and I am 
sa v e d !

“ The gust exhausted itself. T h e balloon 
continued to descend, the wind driving it to 

within two paces of the 
shore at the foot o f a ledge 
of rock. I drew my body 
out o f my belt, and, swing
ing myself with my hands, 
dropped into the water, 
swam to the rock, and 
clutched hold o f it. I 
was saved !”



SOME SCHOOL FOOTBALL RESULTS.
RUGBY.

1
1S C H O O L Matches Points

lor Points
Played Won ; Lost Drawn Against

B l u n d e l l ' s ............................  ... ...j
B r o m s g r o v e  ........................................
C a r l is le  .....................................................
C h r is t 's  C o lle g e  ( B la c k h e a t h )  ...
D e n s t o n e .................................................... ■
D u r h a m  ..................................................... j
E p s o m  ....................................... . -
G e o rg e  H e r i o t ’s  (E d in b u r g h )  . 1
G la s g o w  A c a d e m y  ............................
K e n t  C o a s t  C o lle g e  ............................ i
K i n g ’s C o lle g e  S c h o o l ............................ i
L a u n c e s t o n  ........................................ 1
L la n d o v e r y  ........................................ 1
M e r c h a n t  T a y lo r s ’ ............................ !
M ill  H i l l  ..................................................... j
N e w c a s t le  M o d e rn  ............................
O u n d le  ..................................................... j

i

I I 
I I5
12 
I I

9
IO
15
16 
26

21
9

22 
16 
12
8

i
8

I !
12 i
IO ■

5
4

12
13
18 :

9 1J 5
1>3
7
9
5 '

4
2

3 
6
23 
63
6
7
8
9
2
2

I

I
I

1

2 
I

1
I

I
I

3 ° 30

5^339
‘ 383 

?175*53
280
90>95
7638?

204
»3°3

48
3

513°*3
HQ323*
36
5i3/

104
0

i*3533

ASSOCIATION.

S C H O O L
Played

Matches 
Won | Lost Drawn

Coals
For

I Goals 1 Again*
1 __

A l d e n h a m ..................................................... 17 IO 4 3 52 1 92
B r a d f ie ld  ........................................  ... I 2 4 5 2 27 24
B r ig h t o n  .....................................................
C a r p e n t e r s ’ C o m p a n y ’s  T e c h n ic a l

14 6 4 4 42
1

3'

I n s t i t u t e  ............................ 17 I I 5 I 70 51
C h e lt e n h a m  (D e a n  C lo se )  ... ... 
C h e s te r  ( K in g ’s S c h o o l)  ... ...

18 11 6 I 73 33
*9 12 5 2 107 3°

C h ig w e l l  . ... 15 12 3 — 66 i9

E a r l ’s  C o ln e  ........................................ 15 ■3 — 2 73 n

H i g h g a t e ..................................................... J I 3 7 I 2 1 3:
L a n c i n g  ........................................  ... 16 8 6 2 44 40

9O s w e s t r y ......................................... 9 7 2 — 5°
Owen’s (Islington) ..................... ' 5 13 I I 97
Portsmouth ................................ 15 7 n/ I 39 42

18Prior Park (Bath) ..................... 13 9 ei 2 53
Reading ......................................... I 2 9 0 — (>5

24 
19
25 
35
3

Repton ...............................  ... 9 6 3 — 34
Stony hurst............ ............ ... 6 I 4 I i 7
W antage (King Alfred’s) ............ 17 IO 7 •— 48
W o o ls to n ......................................... 29 14 IO 1 5

These lists were com piled with great difficulty, ow ing to  the unbusinesslike way in which secretaries 
results. Returns which have com e in since this num ber was sent to press will be published in out August



DRESS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
Thinking that the public mind might be in- 

pres-ted in the above at the present moment, 
m have made inquiries at four of the great 
schools, and append results 

Eton.
Here a boy wears top hat, “ Etons,” and a black 

tie: bis trousers must always be turned up. He 
mud dick to black boots. When he reaches the 
hfiiht of aft. .tins, he dons a black swallosv-tail 
coat, a low collar, and a white tie. Also his great
coat collar must always be turned up.

The first eleven and the “ boats'’ may wear white 
flannels and white ducks respectively; for all 
others grey flannels are de rigueur.

Rugby .
Black coat and waistcoat, and black tie are com

pulsory. No one may wear brown boots, fancy 
waistcoats, or scarf pins.

C h a r t e r h o u s e .

The costume is as fo l lo w s B la c k  coat and 
waistcoat, ordinary trousers, black tie. This must

not even have a pattern on it for the first two 
years of a boy’s time. None but black boots are 
allowed. Even when going home for an (seal no 
“ first year” hoy may wear coloured tie or button
hole, or carry a stick. No scarf-pins are ever worn, 
and no fancy waistcoats. Top hats are never used, 
but bowlers only. All caps have to ’be worn with 
the peak behind, except by the first eleven.

H arrow .

AH boys in the Sixth and Fifth have to wear a 
black tail-coat, just like an evening dress-coat. 
In the Lower School they wear black “ Etons.” 
Waistcoats generally black ; those that launch out 
in this line are promptly restricted. The hat is a 
shallow straw, held by an elastic at the back, ami 
this is worn all the year round. No brown boots 
under any circumstances. The eleven wear a 
speckled straw instead of white.

(F rom the Eastbournian.)

B I L L  S T I C K E R S .
Apropos of a young tady, on seeing the notice “ Bill Stickers will be Prosecuted, asking what

the poor man had done.

I.
Wt,° knows not of the “ Wandering Jew,” 

Pursmd till life’s lamp dickers l 
ut sweet his fate compared, I ween, 

htk .Stickers— William Stickers!

IT.
^fJUrks ’n Sritny, smoky lanes 

-ltd fumes of noisome “ vickers.” 
ere man abides no peace can be 

*0r persecuted Stickers.

I , m .
n lishion’s parks, where nobles stride,

U  t, 'Veils witl) golden “ tickers,” 
e lood-red letters meet the eye— 

eware ! O William Stickers!”

IV.
No saving influence reaches him.

No curates, rectors, vicars :
And headlong, free from fear of sin,

Goes heedless William Stickers.

V.
Some name him low, immersed in gloom, 

While quaffing noxious liquors,
But never yet has Christian seen 

Ubiquitous Bill Stickers !

VI.
He’s never caught, though often seen. 

Close leagued with pocket-pickers : 
Himself must rest in mystery,

We kuow him but as “ Stickers.”



S P E C I A L  P A G E S .
C o n t r i b u t e d  by R e a d e r s .

I m ust  ask contributors to bear in mind that 
they must only send original matter for publica
tion in these pages.

Cne year’s subscription to T h e  C aptain  is 
this month awarded to H arr y  L even , Ivy 
House, Farndon, Byfield, Northants, for his 
poem entitled “ Rugger Recessional.”

Rugger Recessional.
There's a field among the elm trees 

Where my fancies often stray,
And I hear the fellows shouting 

On a sunny winter day.
With their—

“ School ! School !
Oh, well run sir ; nicely done, sir.

W e l l — P l a y e d — S c h o o l  ! ”

And I draw my arm-chair closer 
Whilst I poke the fire again,

And once more I find the touch-line,
And I hear, amidst the rain,

Echoes—
“ School! School!

Well picked up, sir ; well kicked up, sir. 
W e l l — P l a y e d — S c h o o l  ! ”

Ah ! those days are far behind me,
And my hair is turning grey ;—

Far away the chaps are shouting 
Where the stately elm trees sway.

With their—
“ School! .School!

Oh, well passed, sir ; neatly grassed, sir. 
W e l l — P l a y e d — S c h o o l  ! ”

And I might grow sentimental 
As I see that happy crowd,

If I did not hear an echo 
Of a cry—once shrill and lOud—

With its— v
“ School! School!

Play the game, sir ; just the same, sir.
W e l l — P l a y e d — S c h o o -o o -o o l ! ”  ^  ,

H abry  L * rEN.

, A Cycle Tour.
“ A. K .’s ” inquiry in your April number raises 

the query, “ How, when, and where ? ” as the cost 
of the tour is so much enhanced if one stays over
night at fashiouable resorts in the height of the 
season.

A  friend and I had a very enjoyable tour 
through the Scottish Highlands last J u ly -A u m  
and perhaps some particulars may be of intern! 
to “ A. K .”

Starting to ride from Dundee, we spent about a 
fortnight, breaking the journey at the following 
places : Pitlochry, Kingussie, Inverness, Fort Wil
liam, Oban, Arrochar, Largs, Glasgow, and Edin
burgh. Excepting the steamer from Helensburgh 
to Greenock we rode all the way over good roadi 
We took a complete change of clothes for each, in 
a small trunk, which we sent on every moraiDgby 
rail, and found waiting our arrival in the after
noon. Being members of the C.T.C., we got a 
discount of 2d. or 3d. in the shilling off our hotel 
bills, and the total cost of the tour averaged 8i 
per diem. This included bedroom, dinner, and 
breakfast at the hotels, and for lunch we had 
oatcake and butter with milk at a farm-house a 
route.

Robert Daviso.y

W ith the Mails to the Fleet.
When the Diamond Jubilee Fleet was assembled 

at Portsmouth, I was enabled, through the ageocj 
of friends, to make a trip on torpedo boat No. 72, 
which was at the time I mention engaged in carry
ing the mails to the foreign vessels of the immense 
armament then lying at Spithead. The mailbags 
were lying in confusion about the deck, each being 
labelled with the name of the vessel for which it 
was intended. They were extremely light, and 
could not have contained more than half a dozen 
letters each. Passing through the lines of British 

ironclads, we reached the foreign line, and made 
our first call at the cruiser that represented Siam 
A rope was thrown us, to which the mail bag w® 
attached; it was then hauled on board- * 
also received in return another bag containing 1 
letters of the crew. This cruiser, which is used ® 
the Emperor’s yacht, was beautifully ornan!eV  
and fitted up ; her officers carried daggers m 
place of swords. Next, we ran alongside o 
large Italian battleship. “  That is the finestT 
in the fleet,” Observed one of our crew. ' ! , 
she certainly was to look at, but I coold no 
thinking that all her elaborate gold dec0!V  j 
and beautiful fittings would not stand for ®a 
an engagement. . ,

Passing the Japanese battleship, I®®* ,
with the peculiar flag of her nation-"®®®11"*
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SENT BY ALFRED FELL.

crude representation* of the sun— flying at her 
yard arm, we called upon the cruiser of the “ Dons,” 
and were not prepossessed in her favour by the ex
treme tardiness of her crew in throwing us a rope, 
whiqh, in spite of the angry hails and demands of 
our crew, was quite five minutes before it arrived. 
This incident, I thought, was characteristic of the 
Spanish nation. After this we arrived at the U.S. 
cruiser Brooklyn, an extremely fine vessel painted 
entirely white ; her crew were squatting lazily 
about the deck. She afterwards played an impor
tant part in the Hispano-American war.

Passing the French cruiser with her long ram 
showing above water, and also the Norwegian, 
Danish, and German vessels, for which there were 
no letters, we made our final call on 
the large Russian cruiser Rossio, 
which, having four funnels, greatly 
resembles I/.M.S. Tert'ible. We now 
returned to the dockyard jetty, and 
thus ended a very enjoyable and 
interesting trip,

H. Chamberlain .

Impression of the M u s ic  o f a 
fine O rgan.

(Written after losing a sovereign.)
Splendidly loud, grand, and strong.

Majestic, full, and slow, 
rke a golden dream the melody 

stream,
Entranced my heart in its flow.

And as throughout that mighty hall 
thundered the stately roll, 
n Undefined rose in my mind 
n̂d surged in my swelling-soul.

Methought I saw* dread ghastly strife 
Rush shrieking from her den, 

Mad with wrath, shrieking forth 
Her lust for the blood of men.

Methought I heard the agony gasp 
Of weary, straining flight;

Then the swift blast came roaring 
past,

Glorying in his plight.
Etc., etc.

T oby.
P.S.— I have just lost £ 1 ; it makes 

me feel awfully soft.

Hidden Places.
Have you read my book ? (river).
I  should do better than Ethel 

(island).
Can you take Carl to Newton ? 

(town).
The Cyclists’ Touring Club (river).
He came last night, and gave to Ned endless

presents (four rivers).
S p h in x  J unior.

According to Circumstances.
An Englishman and an Irishman met one day, 

and the former, wishing to have some fun with 
Pat, asked him if he was good at measurement ?

“ I am that,” said Pat.
“ Then, could you tell me how many skirts I 

could get out of a yard 1 ” asked the Englishman.
“ Well,” said Pat, “ that depends on whose yard 

you get into.”
P. L ogan.

UNVEILING OF JUDGE HUGHES' STATUE AT RUGBY SCHOOL.
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Presence of Mind.
This incident, which lias the additional value of 

being true, clearly shows what great advantage 
presence of mind gives to the possessor.

Years ago, when my grand
father was a young man, a 
gentleman friend, who had 
been studying hard to be a 
solicitor, called in to spend 
the night with him and his 
brother.

They thought that the gen
tleman appeared very funny 
during the evening, but had 
very little idea of what was 
to follow.

During my grandfather’s 
absence from the room, the 
gentleman took out a large 
pocket knife and showed it to 
my uncle. He gripped him by 
the wrist and said : “ Wouldn't 
this be a nice knife to cut a 
man’s throat with ? ”

My uncle replied that it 
would be splendid, and offered 
to sharpen it on his own knife.

The gentleman, thoroughly 
taken in by the straight face 
which my uncle was keeping, 
handed over his knife.

My uncle, after searching his pockets, ex 
claimed

“ Oh, dear me ! I ’ve left my knife upstairs ; let 
me go and fetch it.” He then left the 
keeping his eyes fixed on the 
lunatic as he did so.

When he had got clear, he 
rushed up to my grandfather, who 
was very athletic. It was some 
time before they got the gentle
man to bed, but at last they suc
ceeded in doing so, and locking 
the door on him.

In the morning the gentleman 
was sent to an asylum.

N. R. R awson.

More about that Hekto• 
graph.

(In reply to “ K. R W .” )
The first thing to do is to soak 

4ozs. of gelatine (such as used for 
cooking purposes) or good glue in 
an ordinary jam  jar (gelatine is 
better, as it gives a much clearer 
copy) until it is qu ite  s o ft ; then 
strain off the water, leaving just

e n o u g h , s a y  t h r e e  p e r  c e n t . ,  in  r a t io  to  the gelati 
T h e n  p u t  t h e  m ix t u r e  in  j a r  in to  a saucena 
n e a r ly  f u l l  o f  w a te r , h e a t  th e  w hole until th! 
w a t e r  i s  q u it e  b o i l i n g ; th e n  a d d  IGozs. of Ev  

c e r in e , a n d  m ix  thoroughly 
l e a v i n g  th e  m ixtu re to gu 
q u i t e  liq u e fie d  (stirring the 
w h o le  t im e ) ;  a fte r  that, pour 
in  t r a y  a n d  leave in a cool 
p la c e  t o  set.

T h e  in k  is  m ad e b y  mixing; 
loz. a n i l in e  d y e  and nearly 
3ozs. o f  g ly c e r in e  and water.

H o p i n g  t h a t  those whom I 
h a v e  in c o n v e n ie n c e d  will ex
c u s e  m y  m is ta k e , which I d 
n o t  n o t ic e  u n t il  it was pointed 
o u t , I  re m a in , tendering apolo
g ie s ,

T. H. D.
P . S . — T h e  co p y  w ill die out 

in  a b o u t  fo u r  hours’ time if 
t h e  i n k  is  m ad e  b y  the last 
r e c ip e .

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS.
R. Bruce Chambers.-7ow 

verses display distinct ability, bar 
here and there they are hailing. 
Your “ MidBhipmite” in the May 
number pleased me very much, 
and possessed the “ swing"which 

this poem on Ladysmith somewhat lacks. Do net 
try to climb too high at first. Be simple, natural, 
and melodious, and never go -.out of your way to 
coin loud - sounding phrases. Wait till a poem 
“ bubbles” out — don’t force the Muse. — W, W. 

room, Goalen.—Have handed your letter to the writer of

A COMPLETE SENTENCE IS GIVEN IN THE 
ABOVE ILLUSTRATION. WHAT IS IT?

(Guy Centaro, Florence.)

THE SCOTS OREYB IN EDINBURGH.
(Photograph by Uobt. Ewald.)
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the article. Your steamships are delicately drawn. 
-H E- Inger. — Kindly inform me whether the 
anagrams you sent were original or not. — H. A .  

DaWSOn._Your writing makes me wink. If a con
tribution'is worth sending, surely it is worth your 
shile to write it clearly in good black ink on nice 
clean paper. Ethel Day. —  A little more time, 
trouble, and pruning would have improved your 
verses. Next time put each poem on a separate 
sheet of paper. Your “  Lullaby ” is the best of the 
three. Touched up here and there it might be suit
able for setting to music. Thanks for your charming 
letter. H- B- W —“ Kelpie ” very fair. Try again— 
something simpler. T. C. Judson.—Your hand, 
writing is considerably improved. I will print your 
little poem next month. M. D.—M’yes! I ’m rather 
tiret. of poems on the war. Why not write one on 
‘ How I Stormed the Stale Cakes in the Refresh
ment Rooms at Kew Gardens” ? A. Cornali 
(Bordeacx). — Sorry can’t use the puzzle. Glad to 
hear French boys are taking to football so enthusi

astically. W. M. W .—You seem to have had a lively 
afternoon. See measurements in June number. 
A. E. Jones- — Send a short, simple puzzle. The 
one you submit would take up too much space.

Contributions also received from : A. de Bear, 
A. B. Fearnley, S. H. Ilodge, H. G. Garland, 
“ H. L. D.,” Ralph Wells, A. B. Rosher, J. K. 
Rankin, “ Second Mate,” John Cox, L. R. P. T., 
R. Adams, Charles Eastbury, “  Bob - o’ - Link ” 
(Ontario), “  Beacon,”  Arthur Maunder, R. C. Tharp, 
W. Nettleton, H. Barnsliaw, “ Scriptograph ” (no 
name), J. G. Brown, R. West-Symes, “  Quindecim," 
J. L. Rayner, H. Kitching, Francis English, W. 
Nunndey, “ Oxford,” C. Clarkson, M. Child, Croco
dile, Dudley Morzley, Ernest Watson, T. V. B., 
Archie Adams.

N.B.—Those not mentioned K ill understand that their 
contributions arrived too late fo r  consideration in  this 
number. Some accepted contributions, croicded out o f  
this number, will appear in future issues.

“ CAPTAIN” COMPETITIONS FOR JULY.
NOTICE.—A t the top o f th e  firs t pa g e  th e fo llow - 

tay>articularsjnM t_be_£l£arijr_w rittenjthusj—

Competition N o .------, C lass------ , N |m e------ ,
Address ------, A g e ------ .

Letters to the Editor should not be sent with competitions. 
We trust to your honour to send in unaided work. 
OIRLS may compete.
You may enter for as many competitions as you like. 

Each “ comp.” must be sent in a separate envelope, or, 
when possible, on a post-card.

h|-evenr_ease the Editor’s decision is final, and he cannot
^|fr^l£^2 !IgHIgDd|-‘nce with unsuccessful competitors.

Pages should be connected with paper-fasteners ; not pins.
Address envelopes and post-cards as follows :— C om peti

tion N o.---- , C la s s----- , " T he Ca pt a in ," 12. Burleigh
arect, Strand. London.

}•—“ M ix e d  L in e s .” Put in their right 
order the following lines, which I have taken from 
a London evening paper. This is a more “  mixed ” 
Paraph .than that one which related to the 

biakcii1 Canterbury. Three “ Swan” Foun
tain Pens will be the prizes.

th e  v i l l a g e  b l a c k s m it h .
®Mnmer, tired though he m ay feel from  

'n * *J' ua case work means 
n the time has come for  him  to 

0-., ?n lhe anvil had, and so it com e3 
•ri B9 'uto his garden and am use 
rakp̂ 8̂ 0 -,iac^ernith rises early, and all 
Maui v ° r,k^  perhaps as hard at this
tbout i V ah°Urs at the for8e in the
*hv ? n * 1 la  ̂ ° f  constant ham- 
biaamno CaUse ‘8 a “ change,”  it is 
hig rnnT,!ftmcnt’ hrain is occupied with 
work u i v11,0119 work, the chances are 

hich has a different “  sm a ck ”
NO TE ~ a  c

• s a  number o f Competitors seem hazy on 
enter for (say) an age limit 25 comp., so 
aPplles to all the other age limits.

work as he has been working at his forge, 
that he will after his “ day’s work ” is 
himself with his spade, his hoe, or his 
but this sort of labour does not tire him. 
day long he wields his heavy hammer, 
in a kind of way, “ rest ” to him.

Class I. 
Class II. 
Class III.

Age limit : Twenty. 
Age lim it: Sixteen, 
Age lim it: Twelve.

No. 2 .— “  Fags’ Competition.” A C r ic k e t  
B a t  (selected by Mr. Fry) will be awarded for the 
best essay on “ Fagging.” Not to exceed 400 
words.

One class o n ly ..................  Age lim it; Sixteen.

No. 3.— “ Portrait of a British General.”
T h r e e  S ets  of  D r a w in g  M a t e r ia l s  will be 
awarded for the three best portraits of a British 
General, in pen, pencil, or colours.

Class I. 
Class II. 
Class III.

Age limit-. Twenty-one. 
Age limit : Eighteen. 
Age lim it: Fifteen.

No. 4.— “ M y  Father,” Three prizes of 7s. 
each will be awarded for the three best essays 
(not exceeding 400 words) on your father (or 
guardian).

Class I.................................  Age lim it: Twenty-one.
Class II...............................  Age limit : Sixteen.
Class III..............................  Age lim it; Twelve.

No. 5.—“ Description of Kruger" Com
petition. For particulars see back of frontispiece.

No. 6 . —  “  Photograph Comp.” T h r e e  
H a n d s o m e  “ M o u n t in g  ” A l b u m s  (for preserving 
photos in) will be presented to the readers sending 
the three best photographs of people  (groups or 
single figures).

Class I.................................  Age lim it: Twenty-five.
Class II...............................  Age limit: Twenty.
Class III.............................. Age limit : Sixteen.

this point, let them understand that n Competitor may 
long as he has oo^j£tuaU^Jurnedm26. The same rule



“ The fault of all modern labour lies in 
the fact that there is no heart in anything we 
do— we seldom love our work for work’s sake—  
we perform it solely for what we can get by it. 
Therein lies the secret of failure.” —  M arie  
C o tu x u .

“ Manners Makyth Man.” —  This is 
the Winchester motto. Some years ago a friend 
of mine— a newspaper reporter— went down to 
report an Eton v. Winchester match, played at 
the latter school. He found that a table had 
been supplied for the Press.
H e sat down, and the match 
started.

Presently a big Winchester 
boy, followed by a crowd of 
small boys, approached the 
table. The big boy felt that 
he was a very big boy— vhe 
small boys, that they were 
very small boys.

“ Oh— ah ! ” said the big 
boy. “  Are you a reporter ? ”

“ Yes,” replied my friend.
“ Ah ! Do you write for 

papers ? ”
“  As a rule,” said the Old Fag’s friend.
“ Ah ! Shall you send a report of this match 

to the papers ? ”
“ Yes,” said my friend.
“ What papers ? ”
“  Oh, the Times, Telegraphy Standard, and a 

few more.”
“ Oh— ah ! Does it cost much money ? ”
“ Yes, a good deal of money.”
“ Oh— ah ! ”
Then my friend looked up at the big boy.
“ Oh— ah ! ” he said. “  Are you a Winchester 

school-boy ? ”
“ Yes, I am at Winchester ”

“  Indeed ! And have you ever observed the 
motto of your school ? ”

“ Yes, occasionally.”
“ The motto,” said my friend, “ is ‘ Manners 

Makyth Man.’ When an impertinent school boy 
looks over a gentleman’s shoulder and ash him 
impertinent questions I like to remind him ot 
that motto.”

And the story goes that the big boy went 
away feeling considerably less big, because the 
small boys laughed at him.

Fhoio by 3 . F. Megginton.

Black and White Work. —As I am
constantly receiving queries ! 
on this subject, here is a 
general reply to “ One of the 
Old Brigade,” “ A. J. Judd," 
and many others, (i) Work ! 
in line —  pen and ink—on 
Bristol board. A drawing is 
generally made larger for re
production. (2) Yes; always 
enclose a stamped envelope, ' 
or stamps to cover postage, 
and always write your name 
and address on the back of 
sketches. {3) I advise yon 
to w ork in line, as 51 
in for wash drawing, and 
in the long run. For *asn 

drawings use Whatman’s board. (4) ^  
you have made a pen drawing, shade very 
lightly with a blue pencil the part on which yj® 
wish a tint to appear. The tint is put on t1 
the engraver; but you should not get 'nt01 
habit of using it too much, as it is apt to 
the drawing a flat appearance. (5) See1 
tisemcnts in the Artist or the Studio for 
addresses of Schools of Art.

many artists go 
line will pay best

“ Reviews of School Magazines ' are 1
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OFF TO THF. FRONT !
Sent by Gordon Barnsley.

(Each face represents a person well known to jou.)

over till next month, as their space is occupied 
by “ Football Results.”

General Buller, you will be interested to 
hear, is probably the only living general—  
possibly the only British officer— who was 
educated at Eton an d  Harrow. “  T he fact is,” 
writes “ Harrovian,” “ he was here for two terms 
first, after which it was thought better that h is  
education should be continued elsew here, as he 
broke so many windows— and rules.” So he 
ivent on to Eton, and the Tham es air made him 
a much better boy.

Tallest Schoolboy. —  A  Marlborough 
boy writes: “ Last term we boasted a collegiate 
"hose height was no less than  6f t ,  8\ in s . ! T h e 
most ponderous of the collegiates turns the 
scale at 14st. Surely this speaks well for the 
life and dietary that we enjoy here ”

Father Christmas O .P .  —  During the 
first year <pf its existence T he C aptain has 
warded to his crew a total o f 241 prizes.
I here have been 199 money prizes, which 
amount to ^ 14 0  13s. 6d„ and n o  volumes 
of The Ca ptain  and other magazines. Readers 
oa'e also bcvii enriched by 1 brooch, 3 cricket 

tsi 1 watch. 9 fountain pens, 1 kodak, 1 grama- 
P 0lle! 3 sets of drawing materials, 1 case o f 
scent' 1 study clock, 1 silver-mounted blotter, 
'autograph or stamp album, 4 stamp packets, 

stamp albums, and to 6 readers he lias sentfp r  u n u  u  i i r a u c i a  t i c  j i o t > ^ u u .

1 E Captain free for one year. These prizes 
;e °een awarded in 119 comps.

" 2 cnnrO»Ve T rticulars have been forwarded to me by 
fta Ch.;..1 *ate' 1 lloPe he l,as had something himself oft

'-nristmas-tree.— O.F,]

pj 0ĉ  Exchange Cricket Cham-

L , ‘~~In the history of the Stock Exchange 
Tol.til—-j

which Mr. Charles Duguid, 
o f the W estm in ster G azette, 
has compiled for the hand
some souvenir  of the institu
tion which has just been 
issued, there are many refer
ences to the athletic and 
sporting proclivities of the 
members. A  run to the top 
of the M onument and back 
to the Stock Exchange was 
arranged between two mem
bers on one occasion, and on 
another a walk to Brighton. 
But it is in cricket that the 
“  H ouse ” excels. Amongst 

celebrated cricketers who are members of the 
Stock Exchange are the Hon. Ivo Bligh, Mr. C. 
J. Burnup, Mr. Stanley Christopher, Mr. A. P. 
Lucas, Mr. Gregor M acGregor, Mr. A . E. Stod- 
dart, and Mr. K . J. K ey. H ow many people 
know that all these are members of the Stock 
Exchange ?

Public Schools and the War.—
D ear Sir ,— You will be interested to hear that even

Clifton's splendid record of O.C.'s 
at the front (to which you draw at
tention in the current issue of T he 
Ca p t a in ), is surpassed ty  one of 
our leading South African schools, 
St Andrew's College, Grahams- 
town, has no fewer than 230 o f its 
sons fighting in the war. The Im
perial Light Horse, on which the 
brunt of the hard fighting fell in 
Natal, was largely recruited from 
Old Andreans, a company of whom 
shared with the gallant Gordons the By J. Dale.



“ The fault of all modern labour lies in 
the fact that there is no heart in anything we 
do— we seldom love our work for work’s sake—  
we perform it solely for what we can get by it. 
Therein lies the secret of failure.” — M arie  
Coki.LLi.

“ Manners Makyth Man.” —  This is 
the Winchester motto. Some years ago a friend 
of mine— a newspaper reporter— went down to 
report an Eton v. Winchester match, played at 
the latter school. H e found that a table had 
been supplied for the Press.
He sat down, and the match 
started.

Presently a big Winchester 
boy, followed by a crowd of 
small boys, approached the 
table. The big boy felt that 
he was a very big boy— vhe 
small boys, that they were 
very small boys.

“  Oh— ah ! ” said the big 
boy. “  Are you a reporter ? ”

“  Yes,” replied my friend.
“ Ah ! Do you write for 

papers ? ”
“  As a rule,” said the Old Fag’s friend.
“ Ah ! Shall you send a report of this match 

to the papers ? ”
“  Yes,” said my friend.
“ What papers ? ”
“  Oh, the Times, Telegraph, Standard, and a 

few more.”
“  Oh— ah ! Does it cost much money ? ”
“ Yes, a good deal of money.”
“  Oh— ah ! "
Then my friend looked up at the big boy.
“ Oh— ah ! ” he said. “ Are you a Winchester 

school-boy ? ”
“  Yes, I am at Winchester ”

“ Indeed ! And have you ever observed the 
motto of your school ? ”

“  Yes, occasionally.”
“ The motto,” said my friend, “ is ‘ Manners 

Makyth Man.’ When an impertinent school-boy 
looks over a gentleman’s shoulder and asks him 
impertinent questions I like to remind him ot 
that motto.”

And the story goes that the big boy went 
away feeling considerably less big, because the 
small boys laughed at him.

Dio to by It. F . Meggiruon.

Black and White Work.—As I am
constantly receiving queries 
on this subject, here is a 
general reply to “ One of the 
Old Brigade,” “ A. J. Judd," 
and many others, (i) Work 
in line —  pen and ink—on 
Bristol board. A drawing is 
generally made larger for re
production. (2) Yes; always 
enclose a stamped envelope, 
or stamps to cover postage, 
and always write your name 
and address on the back ol 
sketches. (3) I advise you 
to w ork in line, as so 

many artists go in for wash drawing, and 
line will pay best in the long run. For *as 
drawings use Whatman’s board. (4) "J1® 
you have made a pen drawing, shade very 
lightly with a blue pencil the part on which you 
wish a tint to appear. The tint is put on fl 
the engraver; but you should not get into 
habit of using it too much, as it is apt to 
the drawing a flat appearance, (s) See a a, 
tisements in the Artist or the Studio lor 
addresses of Schools of Art.

“ Reviews of School Magazines ” are beld
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OFF TO THE FRONT!
Sm f by Cordon Barnsley,

(Each face represents a person well known to you.)

over till next month, as their space is occupied 
by “ Football Results.”

General Buller, you will be interested to 
hear, is probably the only living general—  
possibly the only British officer— who was 
educated at Eton and Harrow. “  T h e  fact is,” 
writes “ Harrovian,” “ he was here for two terms 
first, after which it was thought better that his 
dumtion should he confirmed elsewhere, as he 
broke so many windows— and rules.” So he 
went on to Eton, and the Tham es air made him 
a much better bov.

Tallest Schoolboy. —  A  Marlborough 
boy writes: “  Last term we boasted a collegiate 
whose height was no less than 6ff. 8\ins.! T h e 
most ponderous of the collegiates turns the 
scale at 14SL Surely this speaks well for the 
life and dietary that we enjoy here.”

Father Christmas O.F. —  During the 
fet year pf its existence T h e  C a p t a in  has 
awarded to h is  crew a total of 241 prizes. 
There have been 199 money prizes, which 
amount to ^ 14 0  13s. 6d„ and n o  volumes 

The C a ptain  and other magazines. Readers 
also Ixvn enriched by 1 brooch, 3 cricket 

7^' 1 watch, 9 fountain pens, 1 kodak, 1 grama- 
phone, 3 sets of drawing materials, 1 case of 
SCent' 1 study clock, 1 silver-mounted blotter, 
’ autograph or stamp album, 4 stamp packets, 

stamp a lb u m s, and to 6 readers he has sent 
ha E k1'PTa i x  Tree Tor one year. These prizes 

rnl >̂een av;arded in 119  comps.
"Secnnr!̂ if,e PPr,icu’nrs have been forwarded to me by 
this r-i,.' , le- I hope he has had something himself oft 

'-‘“ ‘stmas-tree,—O. F. ]

pi Exchange Cricket Cham*
■ •— In the history o f the Stock Exchange 

’Poi.m-.j

which Mr. Charles Duguid, 
o f the Westminster Gazette, 
has compiled for the hand
some souvenir of the institu
tion which has just been 
issued, there are many refer
ences to the athletic and 
sporting proclivities o f the 
members. A  run to the top 
of the Monument and back 
to the Stock Exchange was 
arranged between two mem
bers on one occasion, and on 
another a walk to Brighton. 
But it is in cricket that the 
“  House ” excels. Amongst 

celebrated cricketers who are members o f the 
Stock Exchange are the Hon. Ivo Bligh, Mr. C. 
J. Burnup, Mr. Stanley Christopher, Mr. A. P. 
Lucas, Mr. Cregor MacGregor, Mr. A . E. Stod- 
dart, and Mr. K . J. K ey. How many people 
know that all these are members of the Stock 
Exchange ?

Public Schools and the War.—
Dear S ir .—You will be interested to hear that even

Tonm.F.KiNS: •* Why, 
what the dooce did the 
War Office find wrong 
with me ? ’ ’

Clifton's splendid record of O.C.'s 
at the front (to which you draw at
tention in the current issue of T hf. 
C a ptain), is surpassed t y one of 
our leading South African schools. 
St Andrew's College, Grahams- 
town, has no fewer than 230 o f its 
sons fighting in the war. The Im
perial Light Horse, on which the 
brunt of the hard fighting fell in 
Natal, was largely recruited from 
Old Andreans, a company of whom 
shared with the gallant Gordons the By J. Dale.
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honour of being the first to gain the crest of the ridge at. 
the Battle of Elandslaagte.— Yours faithfully,W. Owen J enkins 

(Headmaster, Dio. Coll. School).
P .S.—T he C aptain is much appreciated by our South 

African "  Boys and Old Boys," .

A Charity which boys should support is 
that known as the “ National Refuges for 
Homeless and Destitute Children,” 1 6 4 , 
Shaftesbury Avenue, London. Over 12 ,0 0 0  
poor boys have benefited by the society, which 
supplies the crews for the training ships 
Aretheusa and Chichester. I think many 
schools might send one Sunday’s chapel col
lections per annum to Mr. Henry 
G. Copeland, the secretary of 
this society.

solutions if  you like— it doesn’t matter n, , 
criticising handwriting one requires to know tij
age o f the writer, 
her '
expert, but I  th ink yours shows

... . As a Person grows older hi,'"'
■vnting becom es m ore formed I ’ *- _ . - - ♦ A £»UJ Tint. •-

liar
pleasant to read, a n d ’ so is your letter. W' 11 

W. O. S. McGowan sends me a

me

British Amateur Liter
ary Association. —  I have 
been asked to make it known to 
“  Special Pagers ” that the above
named association lias been es
tablished to stimulate literary 
activity among those who are 
devoted to literature, either as a 
hobby, or with the more serious 
view of ultimately adopting it as 
a profession. The annual sub
scription to the association is 
3 s. 6 d. The “ B .A .L .A .” is in 
no shape or form a money-making 
concern— it is honestly and com
petently c o n d u c te d , and the 
officials by whom its affairs are 
managed have been elected by 
the membership, and are strictly 
honorary. Further particulars can be obtained 
from Mr. E. James, “ The Trosachs,” Egham, 
Surrey.

A GOOD ALL-BOUND MAN 
Drawn by Beub. Cohen.

o f the Royal S chool, Dungannon, Ireland 
m e that it 13 one o f the biggest and oldest of their?I  
schools, having been founded by James I ;n 
M any tbanks. ”

Bunny. — I  sent your “  slaughtering” posted 
to  the printer. H e was very alarmed, and beceed 
not to  give you his address. Unhappy man 1 But k 
w on ’t put a wrong page num ber on “ back of fronds 
a^aiii •

Dorothy Cromey.—I wrote in your albtrn 
T h e verse was inspired by painful memories 0, 

indigestible cakes and ill-made beds.
Cyril H. B. (Leek).-(I) Yow 

stock o f rabbits has indeed increased 
m ost rabbitly! (2 ) “ Butterflies, 
M oths, and Beetles,”  by IV. p.' 
K irby, from  Messrs. Watkins 
D oncaster, 36, Strand, W.C.

V. Dashwood (SocTmocml 
— (1) Both  “  MacDonald, V.C.,’’ and 
“  W ardour, o f Greyhouse,” were in 
the present war in South Africa. 
(2) I hope the June cover satisfied 
your m ilitary tastes. (3) No Cmus 
cover would be such without a touch 
o f red in i t ; that is why the “ Old 
G rey ’ ’ was given a red instead of a 
khaki coat.

L. S. Holmes (Anfield).—Send 
Is . 9d. to the publisher for a case 
in w hich  to bind Vol. II.

“ Darby.1’— For all entomologi
cal requisites w r it e  to Messrs. 
W atkins & Doncaster, 36, Strand, 
L on don , W .C .

A Paisley Buddy ays ok
covers give him  the jumps and 
h im  a w a k e  a t  n igh t. Hurrah! 
B etter they should do that tb*j> 

send him  to sleep, as som e magazine covers would.

C. J. M i l l e r . — Com ps, don ’ t go astray in the 
post. G o on trying and sending in until̂  yon see 
yourself dow n fo r  a prize or  “  Hon. Men.

A N S W E R S  T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Ellis says that if  you  turn the M ay C aptain  u p 
side down and look at “  W . G .’s ”  left foot, there is 
the face o f  another cricketer. 1  have done this, but 
the face is that o f a sleepy Japanese girl, I should 
say, rather than o f so wideawake a person as a 
cricketer ought to be.

H. Huggins —  I f  you wish to be a cadet- 
apprentice you  muBt obtain your parents’ consent, 
and then apply to any o f the large shipping firm s for  
particulars. A lthough you  have given up the thought 
o f being “  an honest citizen ,”  I  hope you will m ake a 
ruly  honest sailor.

A Girl Captain says she m ay belong to the 
“  weaker sex,”  but she isn’ t very weak for all that, 
seeing that, though on ly  fifteen years o f age, she is 
5ft. 6 |ins. tall, and w eighs 10st. 3lbs. 1

Afsa Horner.—(1 ) You m ay typew rite your

C. A. Rinson.—Y our age ( 1 0 ) is 
lo r  an apprentice. You should apply t>y !eue
som e o f the large London  or Liverpool shipping cos
panies. E n close a stam ped envelope, and d**! 
send you all the particulars you require. Ine 

f t i  departure o f  all the largest sailing ships are 
t sed in the newspapers. A  knowledge of nang 
will always be o f use to you. W hy not try M ■W i l l  (LI W  O .J  a  u c  u t .  U Q C  b U  J  U U i  »■ " J  —  •

out o f H ull, where, perhaps, you would know  ̂
on e?  N o ! I w on ’t advise you  to go t0 ibe 
th e  sam e time, i f  you  really think you would k
life t.Vinro io moriv a nmreo rvmffiftfiion. * CSBDme, tnere is many a worse prweww*" - ~~ 
o f a good firm just at the moment, but if y° “  
ence any difficulty in this matter write again-

Mr. Tom Lloyd has presented the 
training ship Aretkusa, at Greenhitne, **. A 
V ols. I. and II . of T he Captain, and intends 
it in and send it to them every six m0IJ, 'j , 
this is very kind and thoughtful o f Air. Lloy ■
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E F  I* { 'Vest H artlepool).— A ll the books you 
mention are entirely out o f print, and you can on ly 
htain them—if, indeed, they are to be obtained— by 

Advertising in the Bazaar Exchange and Mart, or per- 
Ijapa you mn y be able to pick som e of them up at a
second-hand bookseller’s.

g  l  g . —The headquarters of the B oy s ’ L ife  
Brigade are the Sunday School U nion, Ludgate Hill,
E. C., from whom 
all particu lars 
may be obtained.
C .E .L .(S jiee- 

n a o ) . - ( l )  The 
best book y o u  
can really buy is 
the volume on 
“ Tennis”.in the 
Badminton - L i - 
brary. The price 
ol this is 10s. 0(1 ., 
bat Messrs. A . &
F. Denny, of the
Strand, supply it 
for7s. lid. (post
age abo ut  5d. 
extra). I should ■
advise you to get this. (2) W e shall have articles 
on the subjects you m ention in time.

LiL—I will perhaps publish a “  P ortfolio  of E n g 
lish Schools ”  one of these days.

J. K. H — (1) D on ’t sm ok e ; you are much too 
yonng to begin yet. (2) Send a stamped envelope to 
Mr. Manning Foster for the names and addresses you 
require.

Toby, writing from G erm any (and writing well, 
considering that he has broken h is thum b at cricket), 
supplies me with the interesting inform ation that 
Dr. Jameson, of “  Raid ”  celebrity, was educated at 
“ Toby’s ” old school —  the 
Godolphin, Hammersmith.

F. W - B . — Certainly, 
original photos are accepted 
for publication in T he Cap- 
tak.
Sydney J. M oses. —

II) Exercise, fresh air, and 
healthy living will make you 
grow; this is the only “  re
cipe” I can give you. (2 ) 
tell your pretty cousin to 
send her photo in for our 

Fretty Cousins’ Page.”
V e m o n  J o n e s ,  of Uni-

ersrty College School, seems 
fob* a well-built fellow. He 
“  *?• Ofins- high, 38Jins. 
liiw »ve c ^est> and weighs

B A R M O U T H  B R ID G E .

Sent by J. AT. A m field.

Hat 21bs.
,, ̂  S.—I will think over

Practical ” comps.

. .^ Y o u n g  A n g l e r . —
bv g a t ,01 the DrT F1-v.” 
renwA-u if r)ewar> *8 published by  Messrs. Law- 
*rite f * en> Henrietta Street, London, to whom  

1( _or further particulars as to  price, etc.

"~^^e next Hme ocours> use Sanitas

Teerbohra B r e e .  —  I have read your maiden 
■hiles in „ V  to 8n,y that if I  couldn ’ t walk twenty

day 1 should be a poor O ld Fag.

CHALET OVERLOOKING SHANKLIN CHINE.
Taken by “  Camera."

Afrikander says M afeking is pronounced 
“  M af-e-klng,”  the “  e ”  hardly being sounded at all.

D’Artagnan — (1) Congratulations on passing 
the Cam bridge S en ior ! W hy not choose " J o h n  
H alifax, Gentlem an,”  for  your prize ? (2) M y dear 
chap, I really cannot tell you how  to cure yourself o f 
being timid at hockey. Just play up as hard as ever 
you can, and don ’ t think about y ou rse lf; in the ex 

citem ent of the 
game quite hard 
knocks are often 
passed unnoticed. 
(3) Y o u  d o n ’ t 
want to send your 
back num bers to 
South A frica  be
cause you l i k e  
them so much 
yourself ? Then 
I ’ ll tell you what 
to do. Send your 
back num bers to 
T om m y Atkins, 
and buy a volum e 
for  yourself — or 
win one in a com 

petition. (4) Y our 1837 fourpenny-piece is worth, if 
in good condition, about Gd.; if a t all w orn, not more 
than 3d.

D- Ij- G- (Navy).— I have handed your letter to 
M r. M anning Foster.

Scape*goat.— Send a stam ped envelope.
A- J- Judd.—Bight 1 G o lip top  !
Cliftonian tells m e that C lifton  has now  280 cld 

boys at the Front.
“ Give the Boers beans.”—You m ust “ wait 

for w eight.”  M eanwhile, fresh air, exercise, a cold 
bath in the m orning, and good food  will m ake you 

m uscular, and by putting on 
m uscle you  put on weight. 
N obody expects a boy who 
has grow n fast to be any
thing but lean. A  good m any 
fellow s would give a lot to 
have som e o f your inches. 
B e  proud o f your height— 
don’ t d e p l o r e  it .  D on ’ t 
sm oke, use dum b-bells, and 
write again in six m onths’ 
time.

V. H. Jones.—(1) H ints 
to artists in this num ber. (2 ) 
I f  you tack another name on 
to yours, you have to adver
tise the fact in the principal 
daily papers. (3) Certainly 
I w ill put m y name in your 
autograph book.

Wally.— Send a stamped 
envelope.

R. T. H- (Marlborough). 
—I got your correspondence 
re “ Old B oys,”  but had n o  

space wherein to publish it. M any tliankB.
Enterprising,—(1) T w o articles o n “  Som ething 

in the C ity ” appeared in Nos. 3 and 4, M ay aDd June, 
1899. (2) An article on “  Pets ”  is com ing along. (3) 
Your writing is very neat and readable.

“ Nota Bene.”— Y ou  should obtain the “ Stu
dent’s G uide to the University o f  Cam bridge,”  pub
lished b y  M essrs. George B ell <& Sons at 6s. 6d.
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“  P y r o t e c h n i c s . ” — (1) G et “  T he Com plete Art 
of M aking F irew orks,”  by Thom as Kentish, published 
by Messrs. Chatto <fc W indus at 5s. (2) T h e  C aptain
is published on the 2 2 nd o f each m onth— that is, for 
the follow ing m onth. T his, the July num ber, will be 
on sale on the 2 2 nd c f  June.

C. R. Harris.— T he “ Greyhouse T a le s ”  will 
probably be published in book form  in the autumn. 
F urther details as to price, etc., w ill be announced 
in due course.

Banns, H . B . Chapm an, N . Y. W estall, R . H . 
Southern, A n  Old B oy , L . W ., Sir Kenneth, A . G. 
M artin, M. S. D yer, A P u blic School B oy , “  B. B . 
J. J. S. S .,”  “  Tw o T om -B oys ,”  R . G . W eil, T . P ., ■ 
and our old friend “  Sm ite-them -H ip-and-Thigh,”  all 
send letters touching on the qualities o f girls and 
boys. I think I will publish a page o f extracts from  
the best of these next month.

Moralist.— Send som e m ore particulars and a 
stam ped envelope, and I  will help you if  I  can.

Strive Aright.—I will take the question of T he

Captain badge into consideration. I am glad to k 
■that I have such a warm supporter as you at 
borough. B y  all means consider yourself theoffi ' j 
representative of T he Captain. C1&l

J. W. Campbell-— 1 do not know whether Tnid 
published a key to the pictures. You had better order 
their Christm as num ber and see. ®

Centre-half.—Y ou  are a grateful boy, I mnat 
say. 1

Also l e t t e r s  from: e . Walter b m  
“ L . M . N .,”  R . Osborne, A  Present Cliftonixa' 
“ F ifteen Years O ld,”  “ D ark Blue,”  R. Walker' 
Skinny (idea for  com p.), “  Mimosa,”  Swift" 
G ordon, “  B obs,”  “  R . D . G .,”  “  Solitaire,” Theodore 
Priestm an, John R . Shires (photo of Ashville College 
H arrogate), “ T ransport,”  E . Payn le Sueur (Canada) 
“  A r ie l,"  “  B . G. S . (photo of Batley Grammar 
School), L . M ., and m any others. I thank them all 
fo r  their kind wishes.

A number of answers held over.

THE OLD FAG.

Results of May Competitions.
No. I.— B e s t  List o f  “  P ro b a b le  In ve n tio n s  o f  

the T w e n tie th  C e n tu ry.”
CLASS I. (Age limit: Twenty-five.)
W in n e r  o f  7s .: W. H. Summers, 13, Barbican Terrace, 

Barnstaple, Devon.
CLASS II. (Age Unfit: Twenty.)
W in n e r  o f  7s .: T hom as P a r n e l l , West Haddon, Rugby. 
H o n o u r a b le  Mention  : R. H. B. Clark, Albert S. Living

stone, M. A. Langley.
CLASS III. (Age limit: Sixteen.)
W in n e r  o f  7s.: F a l . M. B ir k s , 4B, Weston Road,

Gloucester.
A C o n solation  P r iz e  has been awarded t o : D a n ie l  A. 

McG h e e , 96, Bowman Street. Glasgow.
Ho n o u r a b l e  Mention  : W. NetlletoD, W. E. A. Harris, 

John H. Jones.
No. I I . -B e e t  “  M ap o f  C a n a d a .”
CLASS I. (Age limit: Twenty-one.)
W in n e r  o f  lus. 6d.: W il l ia m  L ogan , c/ o Raebnm, IS, 

Spottiswood Street, Edinburgh.
H onourablf. Me n t io n : Harry Locker, Irene Pettey, Ruth 

Chignelt, E. M. Webb, Alice L. Korchlin, Mary Moreton, 
Maude E. A. Curran, E. Thompson, Henry Marie.

CLASS II. (Age limit: Eighteen.)
W in n er  o f  10s. 6d .: F r e d  I n k st e r , 30, Lutton Place, 

Edinburgh.
H o n o u r a b l e  M e n t io n : R. V. Wheeler, Cherry Pettey, 

M. Long, Hilda Gilling, H. D. Mundell.S. F. Sweeting, Evelyn 
Cossart, Florence Macnab, J. F. Harris, W. R. Lawton, Janet
G. Mouifaws, S. A. Goodwin, Arthur Kellas, Harold Owen, 
John Wood, R. Le&tham, Violet Duke, H. G. Lee, R. N. 
Boequet, Marjorie Goodwin, Madge Guild, Thomas Linton,
G. E. K. Smith, A. N. Ruddock, P, M, Fremlin, F. Kathleen 
Mathew, George Kilby.

CLASS III.  (Age lim it: Fifteen.)
W in n e r  o f  10s . 6 d .: Fr e d  C. P o r t e r , 40, College Street, 

Southampton.
H o n o u r a b le  M e n t io n : Bertha Williamson, Kitty Low. 

Charles E. Vowles, May Ladell, C. Langslow, Dorothy M. 
Falkner, M. Hauptmann, Hilda Johns, Dorothy Stewart.
H. S. Stokes, G. L. Field, Ethel L. Edwards, Bessie D. Mann, 
V. S. Longman, Esther Low, Daisy Tennings, H. R. Hodge, 
H. S. George Maxwell, Henry D. Yates, Amy Hodgson, 
A. Ibbotson. Alma Uffindell, G. R. Grieve, John Gauld, 
C. Lister, Robert H. Collins, J. D. P. Collins, Hugh Thomas, 
Alex. B. Clements, S. W. Grose, A. W. G. Kidd, Mary Stedman, 
J. Greenwood, Hannah Low, Ethel Gowler, Fred 8. Eyden.

No. III.— “ A M ixed Line P a ra g ra p h .” -
CLASS 1. (Age limit: Twenty.)
W in n e r  o f  “ Swan”  F o u n t a in  P e n : W. W. Cl a r k e  

P it t s , “ Femholm," Brixham, Devon

C onsolation  P r iz e s  have been awarded to: Sydney F 
S w e e t in g , 17, Westbury Road, East Croydon ; David Locoh- 
nan , 1, Rock Terrace, Lauceston, Cornwall.

H o n o u r a b l e  M f.n t io n : Janie A. Gillespie, Violet Ollier, 
Reginald W. Fox, J. Drury, F. Morley Ward, VioletC. Andrew 
Arthur J. Head.

CLASS II. (Age limit: Sixteen.) |
W in n e r  o f  “ Sw a n ”  F o u ntain  P e n : O. Jasemiah, But . 

Sagh, No. 1, Pera,Constantinople. :
C onsolation  Pr iz e s  have been awarded to: Curat 

D r e w , Trafalgar Square, Truro; Sid n e y  P osgate, 54,Dun- 
ley Road, Gravesend, Kent.

Ho n o u r a b l e  Me n t io n : W. B. Gurney, Bertram Hardy, 
CbarVrs T. Winters, AlfredE. Birmingham,CharlesD. Greet 
F. Higgins, A. S. Webster, Leopold A. Field.

CLASS III.  (Age limit: Twelve.)
W in n e r  o f  “ Sw a n "  F o u ntain  Pe n : Edwin Baldwin, It 

Milton Road, Widnes, Lancashire.
A C o n solation  Pr iz e  has been awarded to: S. H.Meuob, 

Kerridge End House, Rainow, Macclesfield.
H o n o u r a b l e  M e n t io n  : Kitty H iret, WilliamC. Drummond, 

Charles L. Wood, Margaret Rose, Frank Rogers, Stanley W. 
Brown, Gladys Hannan, Edith A. Anthony, C- Sladen.

No. IV.— “  G entle m e n r. P layers.”
As the teams chosen to play in this match will not be too** 

until July 9th, results cannot appear this month.
No. V.— "  Beat S k e tch  O u t o f  Doors.”
CLASS I. (Age limit: Twenty-five.) , _ .
W in n e r  o f  7 s .: E d it h  M art"P o r t e r , 10, Vanbtugn™*. 

Blaekheath. . „
H o n o u r a b l e  M en tio n  : James Mulligan, C. Claude a 

J'Anson, G. W. Brown.
CLASS II. (Age l im it : Twenty.) xr t̂bort
W in n e r  o f  7s.: S y d n e y  Fr a n k  S w eeting , 17,

Road, East Croydon.
A C o n so latio n  P r iz e  has been awarded to: SUfraMath er , “ Oakhurst,'1 Cheltenham.

Cragges, S. Montgomery, 8. O'Neill.
CLASS III.  (Age limit: Sixteen.) _  ^
W in n e r  o f  7s . : J. P ik e , St. Lawrence College, i<**t ^  
H o n o u r a b le  M e n tio n  : L. M acDonald Gill, Agnes»■ 

sons. Will Lendon, Marion Hunt, Gladys Lee-Warner, 
Streatfleld, Marlon Monson, Helen C. Stone. A. o- 
John Todds, K. W, Hirons, T. W, Watkins, Victor 
Douglas Weaver, R. G. Thorn, Esther B. Mackinnon, 
Legard.

No. VI.— ** S ph inx 's  P u u le t i” (Fide “ Cap**® ptBi' 
Corner,"(p. 303.)

j /Jtf
Winners o l ConsoJmtlon Prists are requested to Inform' tbe editor which they would prefer—* role we <w

"S tra n d ."  "W id e  W orld," or "C aptain ."



“ THE CAPTAIN” HOLIDAY PUZZLE

K R U G E R ’ S  E S C A P E .

If the black square represented the place where Mr. O. P. Kruger is in hiding, what would 
be that gentleman's shortest route to get to Delagoa Bay without crossing any of the lines?

- here wil1 he no Prize ^  this, as the ‘ ’ Old Fag" does not wish his readers to destroy 
their conies. " " " '

V°h 111.—<s





r

Illustrated by J. L ittle r and from 
photographs.

N0TW 1THSTANDING the facilities of 
modern travel, the world is still— from 
the adventurer’s point of view —  a 

mighty big place. Consequently, those of us 
who travel, or who do the next best thing and 
read about travel, are apt to centre our attention 
on some particular region. The world is too 
vast for all-round inspection, and, at present, it 
is impossible to disperse one’s personality and 
scatter oneself over the globe.

One is by turns fascinated by the glamour 
of the Arctic and Antarctic ; of ships bursting 
into unknown, ice-girdled seas; of Africa, with 
perilous adventures into the heart of the Dark 
Continent, where the lowest of savages, the 
fiercest of animals seem to be leagued with 
the forest and jungle against the hardy invader ; 
or one is entranced by the multitudinous charms 
of the Islands of the South Seas—

The slender coco's drooping crown of plumes,
The lightning flash of insect, and of bird . . .
The league-long roller thundering on the surf

of the Pacific. Personally I vote for the Pacific.
No aborigines in the world are more interest

ing in their variety and distinguishing character
istics than those of the islands of the Pacific, 
from the good-looking and mild-mannered brown 
Polynesians, to the less amiable woolly-haired 
“lack Melanesians, and the intervening varie- 
hes who inhabit the atolls and islands, which 
you will see on the map, scattered like dust 
over huge expanse of ocean which, on the 
Kest> washes the coast of Australia and China, 
^  on the east, the coast line of America.

One is so used to small maps that it is not

always easy to realise that these islands, many 
o f them large and important, looking like mere 
spots on the atlas, comprise— exclusive of Aus
tralia and New Zealand— some million and a 
half square miles of territory, with some millions 
of highly-variegated inhabitants.

The fact that the population of the Pacific 
is thinly spread over many hundreds of islands, 
some of them distant thousands of miles from 
others, would require of a man that he should 
give up the best part of his days if he would 
even claim an acquaintance with each group 
of these islands. It is for this reason, in part, 
that one’s library gives one but scant informa
tion. Many of the books written are based 
on mere hurried excursions. The modem “  ex
plorer ” touches certain of the better-known 
islands, so that he gets a view of the coast-lines 
of many, and, maybe, a week or two’s acquain
tance with two or three of them. O f course, 
many Europeans have settled down here and 
there, but, unfortunately, are either not qualified 
or do not have any incentive to record their 
views and experiences.
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Louis Becke stands alone in this respect, that 
he has spent the greater part of his life in the 
Pacific, has touched at most of the islands, and 
has resided for a year or two at a good many of 
them. To quote Lord Pembroke’s prefatory 
note to one of Mr. Becke’s books, Louis Becke 
knows the Pacific “ as few men alive or dead 
have ever known it.”

For the last year or two he has resided in 
England, never stopping long in one place, and 
his visits to the metropolis are few and far 
between. It is not surprising that after the 
fashion of the sug-

the table by the way of solving any geographic 
difficulties. r ^

Louis Becke was born at Port Macquarie 
New South Wales, in 18 4 8 , which by asimpl 
calculation puts his age at fifty-two, although 
possibly due to a good constitution and so much 
outdoor life, he gives one the impression of 
being a dozen years younger. W h e n  he left 
school at fourteen he made up his mind that he 
must go to sea. It was impossible to keep him 
at home, so an uncle sent him, with an elder 
brother, to take up a berth in a mercantile

gestion that he who 
“ hears the East a- 
callin’, never heeds 
aught else,” that Mr. 
Becke told me that 
he intends finally to 
return to the land of 
palms. Wo u l d  he 
not sigh af ter  t he  
fleshpots of civilisa
tion ? was the ques
tion. “ Nary a sigh,” 
was the immediate 
rejoinder. But this 
by the way.

It is but in the 
nature of things that 
one should find him 
at the seaside, al
though a surf-beaten 
reef is scarcely sug
gested by a rectitu- 
d i no u s  and wel l
paved esplanade.

I t  i s  a f t e r  a

MB. LOUIS 
Photographed

delightful day with 
one’s host, during 
which all sorts of 
subjects have been 
discussed, that the 
writer suddenly re
members that he has 
not come down to
obtain information for his personal benefit, but 
with the notion of extracting from the victim a 
biographical sketch of himself, and some talk of 
the natives, forTHE C a p t a i n , Imagine, therefore, 
that at a late hour of the night, which the inter
viewer’s persistence protracts to the small hours 
of the morning, that the unwearied host, whose 
placid courage is equal to the inquisitiveness of 
the predatory journalist, returns good for evil by 
communing with the inquisitive guest to the 
accompaniment of the pipe of peace and refresh
ment of the sort best suited to the occasion. 
One of many charts of the Pacific Ocean lies on

BECKE. 
in  Sydney.

c o m p a n y ,  
traded to the southern ports of California. In 
about a year’s time he had scraped enough 
money to take a passage in a schooner bound 
on a shark-catching cruise to Christm as Islan 
and Palmyra Islands in the N orthern  Pacmc- 
The life was as rough as need be, but was 
of excitement. His next trip was a trading

house in California. 
They sailed for San 
Francisco in a veri
table tub, which, for
over a month, drifted
about  in front of 
storms on the sea 
between New Zea
land and Australia, 
the old barque be
ing dismasted and 
leaking. The crew 
mutinied,  and it 
was not until a call 
had been made at 
Rurutu, in the Tubai 
group,  and fresh 
food had been ob
tained, that they per
mitted the captain 
to resume command 
of the ship. They 
were nearly five 
months in making 
th e  Californian 
coast.

U n d e te r r e d  by this 
u n p le a s a n t  experi
e n c e  t h e  younger 
b r o th e r  le ft  the mer
c h a n t ’s office, ob
t a in e d  a  berth as 
c le r k  in a  steamship 

and

venture amongst the Western Carolines, jfo-
Pelew group. Becke had put in 
the skipper who owned the schooner. I 
were the only two white men on board- ^ 
usual, there was more excitement. The old_ 
was a good chap. H e had only two faults:

\
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•hough a splendid sea
man, he knew nothing
of navigation ; and,
secondly, he knew  a 
peat deal too much 
about drink. It took 
but a week or so to find 
themselves stranded 
amongst the Marshall 
Islands, and the old 
skipper in a state o f 
delirium. B e ck e  a n d  
the native sailors ran 
the ship into a little 
uninhabited atoll, and 
for one pleasant week 
had to keep the captain 
tied up to prevent him 
killing himself. At last 
they got him into his 
senses again, and stood 
out to the westward.
They fell in with a big
sailing canoe from the Marshall Islands, which 
had been blown out of sight o f land, and 
drifted six hundred miles to the westward. 
Thirty out of the seventy natives were dead. 
The remainder were soon cheered up with pro
visions and water, and were left to make Kusaie 
Island, then in sight, but not until Becke and 
the native chief had sworn Marshall Island 
brotherhood with one another. Years after
wards, when he came to live in the group, the 
chief proved his friendship.

The cruise proved profitable 
enough to enable B ecke to de
cide to go in for trading, and 
eventually to know the people of 
every gmup of the Pacific.

A decent, well-built schooner 
costs a co u p le  o f  th o u s a n d

V IE W  O F  K U A T O  IS L A N D , ON T H E  S O U T H -E A S T  C O A ST OF B R IT IS H  N E W  G U IN E A .

The hills in the background show the mainland of New Guinea.

pounds, and, although steam is taking the place 
of sail, at present these craft do much of the 
carrying. T h e schooner is filled with all 
manner of European goods at Sydney or Auck
land, and then makes for her various calling 
places under a white skipper and her supercargo, 
possibly a white mate, and a crew of natives, 
who are admirable sailors. T h e firm which 
owns the schooner has agents dotted about 
here and there all over the islands —  solitary 

men whose business it is to col
lect copra, pearl shell, sharks’ fins 
and tails, cotton, coffee, arrow
root, ivory nuts, nickel, chrome, 
or whatever may happen to be the 
chief product. H e has a trade- 
house on the beach, which is 
practically a store full o f calicoes,

■ ■ at

AVARUA HARBOUR, ISLAND OP RAROTONGA.

The vessel wag then the Countess Festetlc’s yacht, Tolna—she Is now a trader.
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From a

° f  the ocean 
and with the 
lig h t of the
“ Scorpion” and 
other stars—un
seen in our own 
hemisphere- 
overhead.

T h e r e  is 
another side to , 
the picture, and ' 
travellers who 
h a v e  been
roughly handled
by natives are 
apt to suggest 
that while the 
pictures drawn 
by Louis Becke 
may be true 
enough as he 
saw them, that 
many people do 
not find island 
life  quite so 
id y llic . They 
forget that, to 
u s e  an old

P R E P A R A T IO N S  F O B  A D IN N E R  P A R T Y  IN  A SAM OAN T I L L A G E .

gaily coloured fancy stuffs, knives, tomahawks, 
tobacco, spirits, wines, tinned meats, sewing ma
chines— in fact, a regular store o f dry goods.

After being supercargo on several ships Becke 
now became trader, living for a year or so in 
one or other o f the islands. T o  make money 
for himself or his firm a trader must be con
siderably cute. H e must keep good friends 
with the natives, although some o f the older 
traders seemed to think it good business to 
abuse the confidence of the natives in many 
respects. H e must, as the phrase goes, be able 
to keep him self company. Mr. Becke says he 
has been as long as a year in one o f the islands 
without seeing a white man. H e seems to have 
suffered nothing by the seclusion. T h e  house 
o f thatch and boards is comfortable enough ; 
the food is excellent. T h e tinned meats afford 
a most varied dietary ; fish in any quantity to 
be had for the catching ; bush pigeons are most 
appetising and dainty; fowls cost nothing; turtle 
and turtle eggs are plentifu l; the pork is ex
cellent. For recreation there is fishing, shooting, 
canoeing, and bathing. News only domes with 
a schooner, or in former years by a passing 
whaler, perhaps. Books are thumbed to pieces, 
but at night the natives come in, and, gathering 
round the door, tell stories, or sing, in the cool 
tropical night, to the humming accompaniment

photograph.
axiom, you are 
apt to find what

you bring with you,” and Mr. Becke—as a few 
hours’ conversation will tend to convince one- 
takes with him a singularly clear brain and level 
head, an equable temperament, courage which 
is never of the aggressive or bombastic order, 
and no little tact. B y the use of the last word 
one does not mean cunning, but in his case 
a habit of dealing with the natives as you wish 
them to deal with you, together with a sympathy 
which is only worth anything if it be genuine 
and in no way worn as a garment. The simple, 
child-like native is an excellent hand at detect
ing anything like humbug.

There is nothing about Mr. B e c k e — herculean 
proportions, or anything o f that sort— to suggest 
exceptional physical strength, but in this e ® 
not lacking, coming o f a robust, deep-c est 
family, with hard, muscles and sound lungs- 

In regard to this and his brother, who we
on a ranche some thirty years ago, and whom 1* 
has not seen since, though he he—  j

u n i iy ycciio
____  e, though he hears from tuj

Mr. Becke mentioned one or two items
worth recording. , QJft

“ T h at is a portrait of my brother- " y  tj 
who went to California with me, he be
me, “ and when we were hoys toget er ^, ure weir
used to give me many hammerings. ^
allowed plenty of freedom, but for some 
______ _________ _ how itmy parents could not imagine how
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. brother seemed to possess so much spare 
!,lV, Qne day he came home with one eye 
C?osed his nose injured, and one or two other 
disarrangements- Asked for an explanation, he 
told a cock-and-bull story of being run over by 

rt 1 It turned out that, under an assumed 
ânlf> he had been frequenting a place exclu- ■ 

sively patronised by gentlemen interested in 
the noble art of self-defence, where he would 
‘ take on’ all comers, sometimes receiving 
twenty pounds odd in payment for a per
formance, and had managed to maintain his 
position as best man at the game for some con
siderable time. On the occasion of his being 
‘run over by a cart,’ he had really met someone 
of somewhat superior fighting ability.”

Whatever skill the younger and much-ham
mered brother may have as a fighter— and he is 
a crack shot, by the way— one can judge by his 
conversation and history that he hasn’t an ounce 
of the braggart about him, and this will account 
partly for the fact that he is alive and flourishing 
to this day. Speaking o f this, one thinks of that 
historic figure— who, for two years, was Becke’s 
companion— Captain, or “  Bully ” Hayes, who 
was really a singularly skilful pirate, adapting 
himself to modern conditions. Mr. Becke 
assured me that, unlike Pease, another o f some
what similar avocation, but a cut-throat of the 
most barbarous type, Bully H ayes’ memory has 
been much maligned, and that, although Mrs. 
Grundy would regard him as a monster of im
propriety and other things, he was not guilty of 
many of the 
deeds imputed 
to him. Boldre- 
wood’s “ A 
Modern Bucca
neer” is founded 
on Becke’s log
book, and one 
of these days 
Mr Becke will 
probably write a 
full account of 
the doings o f 
the redoubtable 
P'Nte. Suffice 
" to say, that 
hr some time 
B«ke sailed  
with Hayes as 
his supercargo, 

that, after 
be"ig s h ip -  
*recked  on 
btr°ng’s Island 

notorious 
bng L eonora,

they parted company. T he attitude Bully Hayes 
assumed towards these peaceable islanders did 
not fit in with B ecke’s notions, in reply to an 
expression of wrhich Hayes threatened to shoot 
him. T o  put it mildly, there ensued a great deal 
of unpleasantness, Hayes eventually departed 
with his spoil, leaving Becke on the island, to 
settle down with the natives until taken off by 
a man-of-war, which was actually searching for 
Hayes. So much Mr. Becke told me, but one may 
add how the life of Bully Hay.es came to an end.

H ayes was in ’Frisco when he fell in with a 
simple-minded person who was about to take a 
trip to the islands in his yacht, which was lying 
in the bay. “  I ’m your very man,” said Hayes, 
only too truthfully ; and being a very genial fellow 
he soon made himself master of the situation. 
They were all aboard, when Hayes said that he 
had forgotten to bring his chronometer, and 
begged the yacht-owner to get it. H e did, but 
when he returned the yacht had sailed away with
out him, but with the owner’s good wife on board. 
T h e story goes that they got on very well for a 
while, and then began to quarrel bitterly. One 
day Hayes had a row with the steward, named 
Jenssen. Y et again Hayes uttered his threat 
anent shooting, and disappeared down the 
hatchway for his revolver. “ K ill him, Jenssen,” 
suggested the lady, who had also had a tiff with 
the hot-tem pered fellow. Jenssen picked up 
an iron bolt, and when Hayes’ bald head 
appeared, clove in his skull. This was the 
wind-up of an embroidered career, Hayes had
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made himself so objectionable to the German 
authorities, and had evaded capture so often, 
that the German-protected islands went into 
rejoicings at the news of his death, guns were 
fired, and flags waved amidst general excite
ment, whilst Jenssen was looked upon as a 
hero. Mr. Becke tells me that not long after
wards Jenssen was drowned.

It was at Samoa that Becke first set up as 
a trader on his own account Subsequently he 
and a Manhiki half-caste bought a cutter and 
went into partnership, trading throughout the 
group. Tw ice the cutter was seized, as at that 
time the natives were fighting. It was when in 
charge o f a trading vessel, which he took to the 
Marshall Islands, that Becke fell in with Hayes, 
to whom he had sealed orders to hand over the 
craft. After two years’ cruising the incident 
at Strong’s Island happened, which has been 
already recounted, ending in B ecke’s sojourn on 
the island for the space o f five months. T h e 
natives treated him with great kindness. Sub
sequently Becke travelled to the Carolines, sail
ing to Eastern Polynesia, living in the Gambiers, 
Paumotos, and Easter and Pitcairn Islands. In

this part he picked up an abandoned French 
barque on the reef, floated her, and loaded her 
with cocoa-nuts, intending to sail her to Net 
Zealand with a native crew, but she went ashore 
and he lost everything.

Meeting with the managing partner of a 
Liverpool firm, he took service with them as a 
trader in the Ellice and Tokelau groups; finally 
settling down as a  residential trader. He traw 
led again to the Carolines, and was wreck 
on Peru, one o f the savage Gilbert Island* 
again losing everything he possessed. But 
the islands he has visited and lived in, and 
adventures he has had, are tney not bne 
alluded to by Lord Pembroke, from whom i 
have quoted, and at more length and '«T 
graphically in the many books s
teresting “  Wanderer ” has written ? 
to say that “  Lui,” knowing the language ^ 
dialects, and acting straightforwardly, was 
and trusted— although it is not he who sap 
throughout the islands. He has m°re, j 
work in hand than he can find tune > ^ 
from the writing point o f view is in j . e,e 
position that he has not yet told a thir
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N A T IV E  O I' S .E . N E W  G U IN E A  W IT H  H IS  SON'S S K E L E T O N .
photoorairfi,

he has e x p e r i e n c e d ,  
u-hibt he h as a n  e n o r 
mous mass o f  m a te r ia l, 
which he will p u t in  o r d e r  
for publication w h e n  h e  
has time to a tte n d  to  it.
.At the tim e o f  o u r  m e e t 
ing he h ad  ju s t  c o m 
pleted an d  s o ld  a  lo n g  
story,which b y th is  t im e  
will be .appearing in  s e r ia l 
form in a c o n te m p o r a r y .

His k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  
different is la n d  d ia le c t s  
used to  e n t i t l e  M r .
Becke to th e p o s t o f  b a r
gainer-in - c h ie f  in  d e a l 
ings with n a t i v e s .  I f  
danger was a p p r e h e n d e d  
the pro ceed in g  w a s  a s  
follows: B e c k e  w o u l d  
be in the fo re m o st b o a t , 
which w ou ld  a p p r o a c h  
within easy s p e a k in g  d is t a n c e ,  a n d  t h e n  th e r e  
would alw ays b e  th e  “  c o v e r in g  ”  b o a t ,  w h ic h  
remained so m e  lit t le  d i s t a n c e  a w a y , w ith  r if le s  in  
readiness. O n  o n e  s u c h  o c c a s io n  h e  fo u n d  t h e  
natives w ildly e x c it e d ,  r e f u s in g  to  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  
to do with th e m . T h e  S c o t c h  s k i p p e r  in  th e  
“ covering” b o a t r e c e iv e d  t h e  t r a n s la t io n  o f  th e ir  
remarks from  B e c k e  v e r y  c a lm ly .  “ T a l k  t o  t h e m  
again, ’ he a d ju r e d  h im . “  H a v e  p a t ie n c e ,  m y  
boy, patience ! ”  B e c k e  r e n e w e d  h is  c o n v e r s a 
tion with th e n a tiv e s , b u t  h a d  to  d u c k  p r o m p t ly  
to avoid th e  b u lle ts  a n d  s t o n e s  w ith  w h ic h  
these one - s id e d  n e g o t ia t io n s  w e r e  r e c e iv e d .  
“ P a tie n ce !” s a id  th e  o ld  S c o t c h m a n  g r im ly , 
out at th is m o m e n t  B e c k e  r e c e i v e d  a  b u l le t  
ln the neck w h ic h  ra n  r o u n d  to  h is  s p in e

a n d  c a u s e d  h im  s o m e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  fo r  d a y s . 
S e v e r a l  s t o n e s  s t r u c k  t h e  “  c o v e r in g  ”  b o a t , a n d  
o n e  o f  t h e m  h it  t h e  s k ip p e r . T h e  n a t iv e s  u s e  
a  s l in g  w ith  g r e a t  d e x t e r i t y ,  in  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  
D a v i d ’s a t t a c k  o n  G o l i a t h .  B e c k e  s h e e r e d  o ff, 
a n d  t h e  S c o t c h m a n  n o  lo n g e r  c r ie d  “  P a t i e n c e ! ” 
b u t  b r o u g h t  t h e  r in g le a d e r  d o w n  w i t h  h is  g u n , 
a n d  b o t h  b o a t s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s h ip  w it h o u t  
a n y  u n n e c e s s a r y  d e la y .  T r e a t m e n t  o f  th is  s o r t  
n e a r ly  a lw a y s  in d i c a t e d  th a t  G e r m a n  la b o u r  
v e s s e ls  —  c o m m o n ly  c a l l e d  “  b la c k - b ir d e r s  ”  —  
h a d  v is i t e d  t h e  n a t iv e s  r e c e n t l y ; t h e  G e r m a n s  
in v a r ia b ly  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e m s e lv e s  in  a  w a y  w h ic h  
b r o u g h t  o n  r e p r is a ls ,  in  w h ic h  t h e  in n o c e n t  
s o m e t im e s  h a d  t h e  m e a s u r e  w h ic h  m ig h t  h a v e  
b e e n  b e t t e r  a p p lie d  t o  t h e  g u i l t y .

lightning at sea in the pacific, (From a drawing made on the spot.) 
’ ot iiL—48 ■
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APROPOS OF SOME BOWLERS
15V C. 15. F ry .

THE question as to who should be reckoned 
the best bowler ever seen is debated over 
and over again among first-class cricketers, 

have heard many great players o f experience 
nuke quite long speeches on the subject. On the 
whole, the balance of expert opinion leans to- 
Hrd/ F. R. Spofforth. H e was surnamed the 

Demon,” on account o f his Satanic skill and 
the “ devil” in his deliveries. It is a common 
error to attribute his soubriquet to his terrific 
nee but Spofforth was never a fast bowler in 
he proper sense of the term. Occasionally he 
ced to put in a very fast ball, which was generally a “ yorker ” and often proved fatal, but his 
standard pace was medium to fast-medium, a 
ittle faster, perhaps, than G. T . Hearne’s. H e 
was complete master o f every detail of the 
aowlers art. Tall, thin, lanky, loose-limbed, 
nd very long in the arm, he took a lengthy 

run and delivered the ball right over his head, 
allotting through with his body till his head 
ns almost level with his waist, and taking a 
couple of long strides down the pitch. H e put 
)is whole soul into every ball. H e seemed to 
find in every batsman his most hated foe, whose 
downfall was a sworn and sweet vendetta. W.

Murdoch, who was captain o f the Australian 
side when Spofforth was most successful, says : 
"That 1 Old Spoff.’ never went on to the field 

an important match without a complete plan 
of attack formulated in his head for every bats- 
|uan opposed to him— the great bowler knew, 
>0 fact, exactly how he intended to get each 
ân out, and precisely how the field was to be 

ilaced in each case in order to compass this 
object. He used to he awake at night cogita- 
kag and maturing his plans. H e had an abso
lutely marvellous command over the ball. H e 
^  to be able to bowl balls of all paces, from 
quite slow to very fast, without altering bis 
action—the same run, the same delivery, the 
®aie everything, but the ball might be a fast
intT ?r a s'ow °ff-break. Naturally he use_d 

take batsmen in completely.” “  W. G .” says : 
at S p offorth  was the best bowler he ever 

COntro' ‘'ng bis break. I f  the wicket 
,  s,'c S p o ffo r th  could make the ball break 
■ ' ' b u t  he used not to do this every b a ll;

used to modulate his break, sometimes only
Lm ^°n a couP'e of inches, sometimes only 
-■  nches- And." adds “  W. G .,” “  every ball,whether 
aissed 

%  find’

•'I )̂ro*ce an inch or two feet, if you 
■ eQ > , hit the sticks.”—  Most bowlers, when 

1 ’ey can make the ball break, do no

L

thing but try how much break they can compass, 
and few have any control over the amount of 
twist they put on— it is a yard, or nothing, 
Spofforth knew better, did better, and had his 
reward in wickets. “  That lanky devil,” said 
a well-known batsman, “  bowls at me all any
how— head over h eels! But I ’m hanged if I 
know what pace the ball is coming, and every 
ball is on my blind s p o t; and I can’t watch the 
break, and I don’t care if I never see him 
again.”

Spofforth achieved his results by hard prac
tice, hard thinking, and wonderful natural 
ability. H e is to this day a remarkably fine 
bowler, who, though he has given up first-class 
cricket, would be the best bowler on most 
county sides.

A lfred  Sh a w , besides being the most accurate 
bowler who has yet appeared, always allowed 
bis mother-wit to have a chance. On one occa
sion he was playing in Gents, v. Players at the 
Oval. T h e wicket was absolutely perfect. T he 
Players lost the toss. Shaw, as usual, walked 
out with a view to business, and made a careful 
inspection o f the wicket. Pie had a ball or two 
down and discovered that he could make the 
ball break just a trifle, just enough to beat a 
batsman who was not watching the ball. O f 
the two batsmen who opened the innings one, 
Shaw knew very well, was fond of playing for
ward as much as possible. “ So I said to my
self,” tells Alfred, “ if  I can get him to think I 
can’t make the ball break he'll lunge out careless 
like at everything. So I bowled him two overs 
of straight, good length balls, which he played 
forward at in fine graceful style, quite beautifu l; 
but he didn’t happen to get a run, because he 
played each time straight to a fielder. Seeing 
he was now easy in his mind and confident, I 
bowled him next ball one a bit slower and with 
all the off spin on it I could get. H e came out 
just the same, so graceful, but the ball broke in 
just an inch or so, enough for him to play out
side it, not watching it, you know, and it hit his 
middle and leg. H e was out for nought. Now, 
if I had bowled him that ball in the first over 
he’d have played it, because he was on the look 
o u t; he would have said ‘ H allo ! ’ and likely 
made a hundred runs, for he was a fine bat on 
a good wicket. He was very angry.”
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(A Surrey Idol.)
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This little story is worth thinking over. Notice 
h . Si,aw took the trouble to find out what lie 1 l̂d do, and then made use o f it with some ' He not only took the state of the r̂ ket°and bis own powers into account, but Vo the style and temperament of the batsman, hat is how good bowlers get good men out on ood wickets.J

ms

G kor gf. L o h m a n n  as a bowler was an artist, e followed the Australian methods, first perked by Spofforth, of varying his pace without varying his delivery. H e  had a curious power ' bowling a ball that made the batsman feel it coming right up to him, which, however, opped much shorter and often found the batsman straggling all over the place. Lohmann's artifices were very subtle and scientific. H e used to prefer diddling a man whom he could iave bowled neck and heels. On one occasion 
lewas beating a certain batsman every ball, but could not get him out, for the batsman failed to touch the balls off the wicket, but somehow or other fluked bis bat in the way o f the straight ones. “ Hows this, George ? ” said the batsman. “ I ain’t batting well—can’t see you a lit-but you can't get me out.” “  N o ,” said George, a bit nettled; “ you are not batting well enough to get out.” “ What do you m e a n ?” said the other. “  W hy,” was the reply, “  if you odd put your hat where you mean to, and try to, you’d have been caught twenty times and dean bowled ten.” In fact, Lohmann was casting his pearls before swine. T he batsman *as too ignorant to appreciate the delicacies of destruction the artist bowler was providing. In common with most great bowlers— at any rate, medium-pace and slow bowlers— Lohmann had'ejsensitive hands, and a very delicate touch, his qualitŷ  of hand is the same as that of a 'lolimst, a pianist, or a painter. N o  doubt it is *?!1 tkat enables its possessor to use his hands great effect. Lohmann once told me that never could bowl his best after making runs, grasping the bat seemed to deaden the feeling w his hand—in fact, spoilt his touch.

*!-

*lionp,H *RL'U1I-K) the Australian, is a bowler 
He is m°St ° f his wickets by using his head. 
difficult0k̂ ’ e:XCcPt on a very sticky wicket, artemely liFe'lvTr t0 (plaL  but he is alwaYs ex- c°mesin t  t0,£ et y °u out- W hen a batsman binrlhiJ rurnble tries, for an over or two, to if not °T k 'm caught at the wicket, but esslul he changes his tactics, alters

his field a little, and sets himself to feed the batsman with balls that suit his best strokes. Trum ble’s principle is that on a good wicket a batsman in good form is more likely to get himself out in trying to force a ball or bring off a stroke than he is to be clean beaten. H e , of course, tries to bowl in such a way that the batsman may be tempted to try a stroke for which the ball is nearly, but not quite, suited. For instance, for Ranjitsinhji Trumbte puts two or more short-legs, and then deliberately bowls straight, good length balls at the leg-stump. Now, in an ordinary way, there is no ball Ranji likes better, for he takes four off it nearly every time. But to have it deliberately served up ball after ball is disconcerting, and he feels inclined not to try his natural stroke at the ball, for fear o f accidents. M y best stroke is a straight drive over the bowler’s head. So Trem ble puts an out-field in the right place, and tosses up balls easy to hit pitching on the middle and off. Not to have a dash at these requires self-control and worries me. N o  batsman likes being fed and nursed by a good bowler ; it is disconcerting. Instead of playing naturally, you begin wondering what you will do, and the result is a mistaken stroke.
-h -r  'O nce upon a time a gentleman came to me at the Oval during Gents v. Players and interviewed me for an illustrated weekly. H e asked me, among other things, whose bowling 1 disliked most. I  told him that on the whole I thought that Tyler of Somersetshire presented me with more difficulties than any other. “  B ut,”  said he, “ What about Tom Richardson?” I said T om  was magnificent, but for some reason or other I personally liked fast bowling better than slow. H e  did not seem to think I was right in my head, and transferred his impression to paper to the effect that I had said I found Tom  Richardson quite easy. This I did not say at all. A  short time after I was playing in a Surrey town and missed a catch in the outfield. “  Booh, booh ! ” shouted a spectator. “  W ho said Tom  Richardson can’t bowl ? Bowl yer any time he likes.” W hich little anecdote shows how wary one should be in giving opinions. But the gist o f it is that the best bowler on a side is not always the one. most likely to get a particular man out. Therefore, it is just as well to give a thought to the question of who among your bowlers is likely to present most difficulties to a batsman. Many batsmen are almost “ dead un’s ” to certain bowlers when they first come in ; but if you let them get their eye in upon other bowlers who suit th e n  better,
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♦ * *- r  *rNearly every boy worth his salt has lately read Major-General Baden-PowelPs book on scouting. W ell, exactly the same use o f the wits that makes a good scout makes a good bowler, always supposing the bowler has certain natural ability and takes the trouble to practise. It is just the little points that make the difference. Try to apply your minds to the problems of the cricket field as “  13. P .” applies his to the problems of the veldt. I t  is the way to succeed.

A N S W E R S  TO  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .B. H arrop .— H ow to get along without funds is a 
problem  upon which m uch ingenuity has been exer
c ise d ; it has puzzled1 wiser heads than yours. I do 
not know the circum stances or style of your club, but 
I  advise you  first o f all to go to  the clergym an o f your 
parish, or  som e gentleman w ho is w ell known there, 
explain to h im  your difficulty, ask him  for a letter m 
support o f  your object, and then go round w ith  a 
book  and endeavour to get subscriptions from  house
holders and others. People w ill generally help a boys ’ 
cricket club. I m ay point out, however, that before 
actually starting a club you  should find ou t for 
certain w hether you can really finance it. H. L. Ism ay .— Y ou did not send a stamped envelope. 
Size No. 5 would suit you. Scorer.— In scoring six 
balls to the over sim ply put tw o dots in the m iddle of 
the square instead o f one. Join the dots into the 
form  o f  the capital letter HI for a maiden. T here is 
no difficulty. In  any case a scorer can score as he 
likes, so long as he can m ake out his own analysis. Dorothy A rm stron g.— I do not m uch like the 
name you suggest for  your cricket club, but I expect 
you have christened it by  this time. A club is best 
named after its head-quarters. W hy not “  T he Rectory 
C .C .”  ? As for  a m otto, “  Vi et armis ”  is a bit heavy, 
though it goes w ell with Strongarm — I am afraid 
your enemies, if  you have any, may tease you by 
quoting a rhym e about “  Strong in the arm  and thick 
in the head.”  A  good m otto for a g irl’s club would 
be “  Capiamtts ”  (if you m ust have L atin), which, 
being interpreted, means “  L et us catch .”  Thank 
you very m uch fo r  your good wishes. S. B. S. cannot 
play football or hockey, and wants to know how to 
keep his muscles elastic in the winter with a view to 
cricket. H e had better try  light Indian clubs. C. H. D .— See answer above to “  Scorer.”  You can get 
a small scoring book at a low  price at alm ost any shop 
where such articles are sold. You can get one for 
tenpence by  w riting to the Post Office, D yke Road, 
Brighton. W . M a y b in .— I  do not know how to add 
anything to what I  wrote in T h e  C a p tain  about 
training. Y ou  m ust avoid doing too  m uch by fits 
and starts. You can safely go in for  the races you 
m ention. I f  I were you, though, I should train for 
the short distance and chance the long one. Paper
chasing is not good for sprinting, hut it depends when 
you r u n ; a m onth before does not m atter. 0 .  H.— 
Have you read the articles on cricket I wrote in the 
back num bers o f  T h e  C a p t a in ? Lack o f space pre

vents m e going into detail here, 
b lo c k ; never run away an inch towards‘■e- oLand close tom, 

cli towards
put your front foot close to the ball when yjsquare I**.

meets your bat. Y our brother should use a "
ball. E ighteen yards is quite long enough p (i”*1*
— It is a very vexed question **• ^

forward : always watch the ball all tho^ay 1 *
ise

very vexed question' whether or 
dum b-bells are good for cricket. The truth i !!°! 
for cricket you want quickness and elastick- i 
m uscle—not sheer strength. Therefore light dn i 
bells, carefully  used, are probably good • a ca I 
use of any bells, and the use of heavy hello i/riV Du Rennes.—I did the same thing to my shouW ' 
once. It  took  some time to get well. Give it a S  
rest, plenty of rubbing, and then try using very K  
Indian clubs. A. Goetes.—You are well develop} 
for your ago and well proportioned. You need dm 
trouble about yourself. I expect your heart is 2 
right as possible. Y our trade .̂will do no harm to 
your developm ent. O f course, the more general the 
exercise you take the m ore all round is your muscat 
growth. G . E. C. B .— Oil is supposed to be bad for 
binding and for splices, but I  do not think it m&kei 
m uch difference as long as you do not put too much 
on. T h e w ay to oil a bat is to wipe the face with an 
oily rag. B oys generally put far too much oil on then 
bats. W . F . L ittle .— This answer will not, I fear 
be in tim e for you. Y our daily scheme is all right’ 
but ought you not to do some running ? I haveabs> 
lutely no knowledge o f your sort of race, and hare 
no notion either o f the average pace adopted or the 
num ber o f rests usually taken. I expect everyone 
has to find out what he can do and make his plus 
accordingly. But you cannot arrive at this till you 
have tried several races. S. Scarlett—I made in
quiries, but could not find out much. “  Wanderer," 
o f the Sportsman, kindly promised to make some 
further inquiries for  me. Y ou might write to him 
— c/o  The Sportsman, F leet Street. I think therein 
club at U pton that would suit you. R. B.— No; better 
not use gloves for  swimming. Captainophilos-- 
(1) Three times a week in dry, hot weather; twiceia 
wet weather during the season; once a fortnight ia 
the winter. (2) Raw  linseed oil. (3) They are the 
same. Y ou  can get a chart from Sandow, Ltd., 
V ictoria Em bankm ent, W .C .— it costs a shilling. 1 
think. W rite and nsk. (4) Persevere, bat do net 
drive yourself too hard on anyone occasion. A.K. H ard y.— The man is out, bowled oS his leg, just h 
m uch as if clean bowled. Prae-Joker.—lou hid 
better use light dum b-bells and light Indian clubs, 
and get as m uch outdoor exercise as possible. Fiom 
your description I  should say your blood was poor, 
and that you  required feeding up; but yon should 
consult a doctor. F . Skinner.—Perhaps some aij 
an article such as you suggest will appear. I t® 
hand your request to the Old Fag. Rather; gobies 
as far as you can w ithout breaking your wicket. U 
the tw o I would rather have F. S. Jackson. i°“ 
master’s proceedings were unorthodox. A lOTCTW Cricket-— W hy not write for a Captain* bat? 11 ‘ 
you  could use one size less than full size. Yla 
prices vary. A bout 12s. Gd., I should say. 
a good m aker— such as Wisden or Surridge. u. ■ K . Foster.—T he size of your leg is n0, 0 ^  
account. M any fine runners have small caiv- 
yours is quite stout enough as it is, PeriWn“. ' 
Last, but by no m eans least. I am glad to nea 
so keen a cricketer. Y our brother’s perform® 
good, decidedly, and from  the atmosphere • 
letter I fancy he stands an excellent chance ^  . 
well. It is a great pity there ore not more ■ j 
sort.
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I ,<* -

H E  “ Auberge tie St. Je a n ” was an old-fashioned inn, situated in a picturesque valley in the mountains of Burgundy. It  was the *’half-way” house onthe lie'll road between the towns of F ----- andC— . and was renowned as a resting place for travellers and their horses.business, however, had been very slow for some "bile, and Ihutre Clement was standing outside his inn, watching more particularly the southern end of the road, from which quarter he wasevidently expecting some arrival. A t last—to hisdelight—he saw a four-in-hand coach and outriders coming round the turn of the road towards him. He hurried into the house, announcing the good news, and hastily changed his ordinary coat or, a better one—and, rubbing his hands with satisfaction at the prospect of a gocd “ job,” rame to the doorway just as the fine equipage pulled up in the court-yard.t lb ast?u^ imenb be heard the new arrivals a mg English, and he soon saw that it was some per50na-'e and bis attendants. He was just 
m w e n n g h o w  h e  could make himself understood, av™ a fe'endeman got out of the coach, and in disdainful maimer, though in broken rZ V  aS*Cecl they could be provided with » |Aniei''.̂  and rested for a few hours. innWnT ’̂ mais certa in em en t/” said theand hm r’ ru“bing his hands in his excitement b0Wl“g profusely. “ I  can prepare dinner a

once for milord and his party, and his homes shail be properly attended to.”Then he disappeared, calling his few attendants, and many imaginary ones—wishing to impress his foreign visitors with the grandeur of his establishment. The servants appeared, and the new arrivals were shown to their rooms.They seemed to be a merry party, laughing at the quaint old pictures round the room. Among these were one or two portraits of celebrities of the day, one of which especially attracted their attention, and seemed to amuse them very much.Presently, the innkeeper came in and, seeing them gathered round this picture, remarked: “ That is the portrait of M andrin— and a very good likeness, I am told.”“ M andrin?” asked Lord E ----- , “ who wasthis M andrin?”“ W h a t! Is it possible milord has not heard of our famous highwayman ? Why, I  thought he was known all over the world ! He is very famous in our country, milord. Always kind to the poor, and good to his men—not one of whom has he ever lost—often risking his life to save theirs.” Then, lowering his voice, he approached nearer to the visitors, and said : “  Do you know, gentlemen, one of his men has  been caught lately ; the authorities have had him locked up secretly in the dungeon of the old prison, not far from here, and to-morrow the man is to be tried. I  am expecting the judge and his
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party every moment— and Mandrill will be clever 
if he saves his man this time !”

“ Ah ! thank you,” said his lordship ; “ that is 
very interesting !

At this moment Lord E -----was interrupted by
his coachman, who came to tell him he had dis
covered that the axle of the front wheels had been 
damaged in the journey there, and that he feared 
it would prevent their going on till the next day.

“ Dear me ! That is most annoying. You know
how anxious I am to get on to ( 1 -----. I don’t the
least know what I am going to do with myself in 
this poky, uninteresting little place. 8 ee that the 
repair is done as quickly as possible, Donald.”

“ I will do my best, my lord."
The travellers all seemed much put out at the 

news brought by the coachman, and the curious 
little innkeeper said :—

“ 1 hope nothing serious has happened, milord V  
“ Yes, indeed ! ” answered Lord E-----. “ Some

thing has gone wrong with the front wheels of my 
coach, which is most unfortunate, as we wanted to
be at G -----this evening to meet some friends,
and now 1 fear we must remain here for the night. 
Can you manage to put us up 1 ”

“ Mats otii, milord. The 1 Auberge de St. Jcati ’ 
is at your disposal. We will do our best to make 
you comfortable.’'

“ Thank you. But what am I going to do with 
myself all these hours ? How long will it take to 
prepare dinner?”

“ One hour and a half or two hours to make 
milord a good dinner. Will milord not take a 
walk, and go to see the prison 1 It is famous, 
though this is a small place.”

“ Well, perhaps I had better. It will be some
thing to do while dinner is being prepared.”

“ Yes, milord— a very nice walk. And now that 
milord remains until to-morrow, he will, of course, 
like to hear the trial ? Everybody will be there to 
see Mandrin’s man condemned. 1  know the mayor 
very well, and if milord likes I will ask him to 
invite him to the trial. It will take place early in 
the morning.”

“ Oh, I suppose I may as well hear the trial, as 
I have to be here ; but I am not a bit interested 
in your Mandrin and his men. I wanted to be 
with my friends, who will be expecting me. But 
tell me, in what direction is the prison ?”

“ Oh, I will soon show milord ! ” and, leading 
the way to the front of the inn, the landlord 
pointed out the road, and his lordship started off 
at once. At first the innkeeper watched him out 
of pure curiosity ; then he suddenly lost sight of 
him, and presently all he saw going along the road 
was a priest.

“ Bah!” said Monsieur Clement. “ He has taken 
a wrong turn somehow. However, I must hurry

46(5 in to cook their dinner, or it will not. he read • * time.”  ̂ 111By-and-bye his lordship returned, and he a , his friends sat down to dinner, which tb thoroughly enjoyed. When the meal was over the innkeeper brought in a book containing the history of Mandrin’s life, and many excitin’  adventures, which lie thought the gentlemen niight like to read to pass away the evening. Then In said :— 1“ A  messenger from Monsieur le Maire lias come and begs me to tell milord that lie will be de- • lighted to see him and his friends at the trial tomorrow.”“ That is very courteous and- kind” said Lord
T ------ • “  Bray g iv e  tlip m ayor my complimentsand thanks, and say vfe have much pleasure in accepting his invitation/’The next morning Lord E ----- and his friendswent to the m n irie, or town hall, and were received very courteously by the mayor, who gave them the seats of honour next to him.Soon the trial commenced. The prisoner, accused of murder, was brought in strongly guarded, and, as was*the custom in those days for such criminals, riding a donkey, his face towards its tail.Witnesses were called, all of whom bore testimony that they had seen the prisoner among others, who had escaped, attack the coach of the Duke de 8. and deliberately shoot him. Many other things were said to prove that lie was not only one of the famous gang, but Mandrin’s chief man, and the one of all others whom he would least like to lose. A ll the evidence was very strong against the prisoner, who, however, con tinued to declare his innocence, and said that lie did not even know Mandrin by sight.The Ju d g e : “ How do you account, then, for having been seen among the gang?”Prisoner : “ They only sat/ they recognise me, your lordship, but I  declare it is a mistake! I am not the man they say ! I am innocent! I was never at the place of the murder—but the only  man who could save me from the law, by proving where was, must be far away by now ! It was a foreign gentleman—an Englishman, I believe—who was touring through France.”The Judge (sarcastically): “ Ah. indeed! *IS very interesting. And what had this ‘ foreigner ■  this ‘ Englishman,’ to do with you? Whereon ■  you and he meet 1 ”  ig |Prisoner (sadly): “ All, your lordship, >'<>“ I  not believe me ! But I was walking on t e r . Iat D ------when I  noticed a runaway jî y Ihorses galloping towards me, and saw tha * j  I  crossed the bridge and tore down t ie c I  thoroughfare I  had just lef loss 1 e M
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result, so I made up my mincl to try to stop the 
horses. This 1 did by jumping on the neck of the 
nearest one as they were dashing over the bridge, 
and was carried some little way before the 
frightened creatures could stop. The gentleman 
pot out of the carriage and thanked me for what 
he called my ‘ great bravery.’ He gave me a gold 
Piece, and asked me for my name and address, 
which lie wrote down in a pocket-book, promising 
to send me more money the next day. I only wish 
I knew where lie was, I know he would speak for 
me— but it’s no used You are all determined to 
condemn me, an innocent man! ”

The judge, who at first listened with a scornful 
expression on his face, became moved as the man 
'cent on with his story, which he had told so 
sunp y and modestly that all who heard it felt 
1 y or him. Hut all France was full of the fact 
I at *ast 0110 of Mandrin’s men had been, not 

of L T I '  kUt J°cke(i up till the day

a  ̂ for the police—a triumph for
theJU ê’ 'v.k°’ his colleagues, had come 
must v! L0,lV'uced he was the right man, that he 
Gained & £onv*ctecl and punished as the law or- 
ineW- *°t hardening himself against the grow- 

mg of sympathy for the prisoner, the judge

once more assumed his grave expression, and 
addressed him as follows : “ That is a very nice 
story, my man, and I wish I could believe i t ; but, 
you see, the evidence is so strong against you—■ 
you are so exactly like the portrait we hold of 
Mandrin’s chief man, that I fear I still consider 
you guilty of the charge against you. Neverthe
less, I would not be human if I did not give you 
a last chance of clearing yourself. Look round 
the court and see if you can find your 1 friend.’ ” 
(Murmurs of approval from all present.)

The prisoner rose slowly and thanked the judge ; 
then, with an utterly hopeless expression, began 
to look round at the assembled people. When at 
last liis eyes lighted on the face of the English 
nobleman— whose presence, from his position 
hitherto, he had not been able to observe— his 
face lighted up with joy and surprise, and he 
threw up his arms, crying: “ I am saved ! I am 
saved ! He is here, my kind benefactor ! ” Then, 
overcome by all the excitement he had gone 
through, he sank dow n on the floor in an uncon

- scions state.
There was now intense excitement in court. 

After all, then, they had got hold of the wrong 
man ! All eyes turned to where the prisoner had 
pointed.
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And the English nobleman, what of him ? There 
he sat, erect and proud, much vexed, apparently, 
at being made the object of such ardent gaze. 
Then he turned to his friends, and, speaking in 
English, asked them questions, pointing to the 
prisoner, and they all seemed to agree with him. 
As soon as the judge had recovered from his sur
prise, he said in broken English :—

“ Will the English gentleman kindly tell us 
whether he, or either of his friends, knows any
thing about the prisoner, whether he has ever been
at D -----on a tour through France, and whether
lie really is the gentleman whose horses ran away 
and were stopped by the prisoner, as he related 1 ”

Lord E -----rose and, bowing to the judge, said:
“ I have much pleasure in answering your lord
ship’s questions, especially now that I recognise 
the prisoner, who, I see, has let his beard grow a 
little. A t first sight he was apparently a complete 
stranger to me and my friends here. Then, gradu
ally, as he proceeded with his story— the event of 
which is so fresh in my memory— I became aware 
that the accused was no other than my brave 
rescuer at D-----. Now, your lordship, I am pre
pared to swear, as also are my friends here, that 
he is what he represents himself. My horses did
run away over the bridge at D-----, but as I
always keep an account of each day’s doings, the 
simplest thing will be to refer to my pocket-diary; 
then 1 can find the actual date on which I was 
there, and the name and address of my rescuer. 
Thus, we shall soon see whether he has told us the 
truth.”

With these words, his lordship took the book 
out of his pocket, and, opening it, deliberately 
looked back page by page to find that on which
he had described the accident at D-----. During
this time, there was great excitement in court- 
The judge’s face and that of his colleagues being 
full of excitement, not unmixed with disappoint
ment, and the prisoner’s gaze, full of confidence 
and hope, was rivetted on the face of his unex
pected deliverer.

“ Here it is,” said Lord E -----, “ and the date, 1
find, is the 17th of July last. Is that the date of 
the robbery, and that given by the accused ? ”

“ It is, your lordship. Pray let us hear your 
account. This is indeed marvellous ! ” exclaimed 
the judge.

“ Most extraordinary ! ” chimed in his colleagues, 
putting up their hands in their astonishment, and 
looking at each other for sympathy.

“ Well,” continued Lord E-----, “  that day’s ac
count is as follows:— ‘ Another pleasant day at 
1 )-----, which might have turned out very dis
astrous to me but for the bravery of a sturdy 
little Frenchman. Had been over the cathedral, 
and was driving to see the old castle, when,

suddenly, some clothing fell out of a window 
and was carried by the wind into the middle of 
the road. Horses reared terribly, then bolted— 
coachman losing all control. While we were 
dashing over tire bridge, towards the Rue St 
Joseph, a brave man threw himself on to the neck 
of one of the front horses, and, soon stopping 
them, saved us, no doubt, from a terrible acci
dent. A  most prompt and courageous deed ! Got 
out as soon as I could, shook hands with the 
good fellow, and thanked him, giving him a 
louis. Asked his name and address, which were: 
“ Jean llobinet, flue de la Lyre, No. 9,” and 
promised to send him more money to-morrow.'

“ That, gentlemen, is all themceount, but you 
are welcome to see it for your own satisfaction,”
said Lord E -----, handing the open book to a
gendarme, who took it to the judge.

One of his party, who understood English, 
translated the account, and found it corres
ponded perfectly with the man’s evidence.

The excitement and sensation in court can well 
be imagined. The judge pronounced the accusal 
not guilty of the charge brought against him, and 
he was formally acquitted— the people assembled 
all showing great satisfaction and pleasure at the 
release of the prisoner.

Lord E-----shook hands with him before he
left the court, and, wishing him “ good luck,” 
gave him a good sum of money to pay his “ ex
penses home and to make up for lost time from 
his work.” So, with many grateful thanks, and 
a glad heart, Jean llobiuet left the court a free 
man once more.

After the people had left the court, the mayor 
came forward and shook hands with Lord E— , 
and thanked him for his courtesy in giving such 
opportune evidence, and being the means of 
saving an innocent man. He, personally, “ had 
never been so deceived in a case before, and quite 
thought they had at last captured one of that 
famous gang,” etc. Then he invited Lord E- 
and his friends to luncheon, which was gladly 
accepted. It was really a most sumptuous repast 
— the choicest wines and champagne being served 
in honour of the English travellers.

After the meal was over, and having thanked 
the mayor for his kind hospitality, Lord E—— 
and his friends returned to the inn, where they 
found everything in readiness for their departuic. 
Before leaving, however, his lordship wrote a 
letter, and sent for the innkeeper. •

“  Monsieur Clement,” said he, “ after we l,a'e 
gone, I want you to take this letter to the ma)er 
with my compliments. There is no need to hurry 
about it, as it is of no great importance."

Then, giving the innkeeper a handsome pur̂ i 
filled with gold, Lord E -----said : “ 1 h°ke 1 13
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will repay you for your good care of us during 
our short stay,” and bade him farewell.

Monsieur Clement took the letter to the mayor, 
was entertaining a few friends who had been

at the trial. _
“ The English milord begged me to give you 

this letter myself, with his compliments, monsieur. 
He left us an hour ago.”

“Ah, indeed ! Have they gone already ? Well,

“ I tell you T am d u p e d ; it was Mandrill saving 
his man again ! Head that'- ” said the mayor, his 
hands shaking, as he pulled open the now much- 
crumpled letter.

His nearest friend eagerly seized it, and while 
the rest crowded round him, read out the contents, 
which were as follows :—
T o his Worship, the M ayor o f L ------.

Dealt Sir ,— 1 beg to thank you again most cordially

it is very polite of him to write. I wonder what 
his lordship has to say.”

The mayor hastily tore open the envelope, quite 
proud to receive a letter from the English noble
man. As lie read the contents, his friends were 
much astonished to notice a rapid change of 
expression in his face. He turned first deadly 
white, then suddenly red, which assumed a 
purplish hue, in Ins growing excitement and 
rage . . . He crumpled the letter up in his 
hand, rose from his chair, and tried to speak, but 
at first his voice failed him. He paced up and 
down in his fury, to the utter amazement of his 
friends and the consternation of the innkeeper, 
who rapidly made for the door.

“ I have been deceived—duped!” he yelled, at 
last, choking with rage. 11 We have all been made 
fools o f! I have actually shaken hands with, and 
entertained royally, no other than Mandrin ! ”

“ What?” “ Mandrin?” “ Impossible 1” cried 
tlie various friends, and the little innkeeper in
cluded. “ That charming Englishman, Mandrin t ’ 

It cannot be ! ” they all exclaimed, now nearly 
aa frantic as the poor mayor, and following him 
round the table, with more frightened and 
Credulous expressions.

for your kind hospitality, and to express my gratitude 
to you for having so effectually assisted irie in saving 
my man—whose life, up to almost the last moment, I  
despaired of rescuing !—Yours most faithfully,

M anurin'.

« « « • « • *

The innkeeper rushed out of the room, and 
hastened home with the great news, telling it to 
everyone he met. Mandrin had been amongst 
them ! The innkeeper and his household secretly 
enjoyed the turn affairs had taken. They quite 
understood now why there had been so much fun 
among the “ English” visitors while looking at 
Mandrill’s portrait, and after M o^eur Clement 
had brought them the book r ^ iH g  to bis life 
and adventures. ^

Arrangements were made at once to send a 
messenger to the nearest town with the news, 
and to order a strong body of mounted gendarmes 
to pursue the fugitives. But by that time Mandrin 
and his men were miles away, and once more safe 
from the clutches of the law.

In order to save his man it had been most 
important for Mandrill to see him before the trial,



T H E  C A P T A I N .and to accomplish this he arranged the following clever plan :—First he procured and filled up a pocket diary up to date, which contained a brief history of his “ tQur through France,” and the important eventat D ----- on the date of the robbery. Also, hecarefully wrote down on a separate piece of paper what he wished his man to say at the trial. Then he cleverly arranged with the innkeeper to show him the way to the prison (though he knew every inch of the road), and, as will be remembered, was lost to view for a while, during which time he went to a particularly sheltered spot, where he had ordered one of his attendants to place a certain parcel for him. This he found and quickly opened. I t  contained the long gown and hat of a priest, and a pair of plain shoes. H e put these on —the gown over his handsome suit, and, cutting a “ staff” off a tree was now completely disguised.Then he walked to the prison, where, being a “ priest,” he would easily gain admittance as confessor to the prisoner to say “ a few prayers for his soul.”The keeper took him unhesitatingly to the dungeon. As soon as the door was safely closed

4°4 and locked, the would-be “ priest ” who had made signs to the prisoner to keep silent, rapidly told his plan for saving him to his surprised andde- lighted follower, and showed him the prepared  “ diary ” ; then gave him the written part of the plot, which he was carefully to learn and actH e had just completed all his directions when they heard the step of the returning gaoler, who when he entered, found them both devou t ly kneeling the priest praying out loud in a monotonous voice for the forgiveness of this “ sinful and penitent soul.” Gruffly warned that “ Time was up ! ” the monk rose and left the dungeon.Thus it was that that daring Mandrir. prepared his man for the evidence at the trigl, and was the means of saving his life !
[N o t e .— Mandrin was a gentleman by birtli, highly 

educated, and was master of several languages. He 
possessed most charming manners, as well as a wonderful 
power of impersonating any character he chose, so that, 
although an outlaw, he managed to move in the best 
society whenever it suited his purpose. For daring 
adventures and perfect horsemanship, he was the “ Dick 
Turpin" of France, and beloved by all who knew him 
intimately. He was remarkable for never losing one of 
his men, for if ever one was caught, which was rare, he 
always managed in some wonderful way to save him,— 
C .A .R .] ~

HOW TO BECOME A SHORTHAND CLERK.

(Reply to A. M. G., and others.)

A m o n g  the numerous and varied queries that 
reach me week by week, none is more common 
than the question of how to learn shorthand 
and typewriting quickly and efficiently, I have 
replied to this question so many times over that 
correspondents who are thinking of writing to 
me upon this subject will save themselves and 
me much trouble by following these instructions. 
To learn shorthand without the aid of tuition, 
obtain copies of the following books: “ Pitman’s 
Teacher” (6 d.); “ The M anual” (is. 3 d.); and 
“ The Reporter.” A  dictionary would also be 
useful. The self-reliant student will also find 
it of assistance to spend a few pence in one of 
Messrs. Pitman’s monthly publications, to be 
obtained from the Metropolitan School of 
Shorthand, Southampton Row, W.C. When 
these books have been thoroughly mastered, 
constant practice will still be necessary to make 
perfect. Having become thoroughly conversant 
with the system, speed practice now commences. 
That is one way.

But by far the easier, better, and pleasanter 
way is to attend a school o f phonography, I 
am not concerned with the excellences of rival 
systems of shorthand, but I speak from practical 
knowledge when I say that Messrs. Pitman’s 
Metropolitan School of Shorthand in South
ampton Row, London, W.C., is unrivalled, not 
only for its good results, but also for the care 
and pains taken with each individual student. 
A  person who cannot learn shorthand at Pit
man’s School can assuredly learn it nowhere 
else. The weighty words of the Lord Chiei 
Justice of England, the Lord Chief Justice ol 
Ireland, and many other prominent men, as tc 
the satisfactory results obtained at this school, 
will be sufficient to support my point. 1 there
fore advise “  A. M. G.,” and the many other 
correspondents who have written to me on this 
subject, to take a course of instruction there. 
Terms can, I believe, be arranged to suit 
everybody.— A. E. M. F.
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SYNOPSIS.— ( C h a p t e r s  I.—XIII.)
Tiie tale is related by Carr, captain of St. Amory’s School- 

Acton, a fifth-form boy, and a brilliant full-back, is seen by 
Bourne itlic “ footer" captain) and Carr to deliberately trip 
one of the opposinR team. On this'account Bourne refuses 
to cive biin liis colours. Thus the feud begins. As the matter
ol the “ foul” (for tho school’s credit) is kept quiet by those 
who witnessed it, the school in general supposes that Acton 
ise'en el his “ cap " on account of the existence of a private 
qtmmi between himself and Bourne, who promptly becomes 
exceedingly unpopular. Acton, posing as a martyr, seizes the 
opportunity to win the goodwill of St. Amory’s in every pos
sible way. ami as a beginning starts regenerating his house— 
"Biffen s,’’ hitherto the slackest, both in school and out of it. 
At the end of the term a crowd of Amorians give vent to 
iheir feelings at the railway station by hooting Phil and 
cheering Acton to the echo. The following term Acton deter
mines to strike at Bourne senior through the latter's young 
brother Jack. With this end in view he introduces him to a 
low sporting character named "  Raffles of Kotherhithe,” who, 
previously instructed by Acton, leads young Jack Bourne to 
transgress as many school laws as possible, eventually land
ing him very heavily in debt. Thus he is forced to borrow a 
loan from Acton, who explains to him that it is necessary for 
someone to accompany him to London, with reference to a 
belt ng transaction after “ locking-up.” Jack, in return for 
the loan, cannot refuse, though to be found out would mean 
expulsion. The journey to London and back is made in 
safety, and Acton lays awake imagining what will be Bourne 
senior's rage when he hears of Jack's escapade.

CHAPTER XIV.
THE PENFOLD TABLET FUND.

The Paster term had been one of unadulterated 
discomfort for Jim Cotton. He had felt the loss 
°f Ous s helping hand terribly, and he had not yet 
found another ass to “ devil* 1’ for him in the way 
flf classics or mathematics. Philips, a former 
understudy to Gus, was called upon, but with 
unsatisfactory results, and Cotton, mirabile dictu, 
“^compelled in sheer desperation to try to do 
us own work. Frankly, the Fifth of St. Amory’s 
*as beyond Jim’s very small attainments, classical 
°r otherwise. He had been hoisted up to that 
serene height by no means honoris causa but 
ucjafof/s causa. Jim was verging on 6ft., and lie 
*fod his clothes very well into the bargain, and

though his scholarship was strictly junior school, 
the spectacle of Jim in Fourth Form Etons would 
have been too entrancing a sight for daily contem
plation. Hence lie had got his remove. Thrown 
over by Gus, unable to discover a second jackal 
for the term so far, he bad been left to the tender 
mercy of Corker, Merishall & Co., and Jim was 
inclined to think that they showed no quarter to a 
fallen foe. Corker had been distilled venom on 
the particular morning with which this chapter 
deals on the subject of Jim’s Greek. Herodotus, 
as translated by Jim with the help of a well- 
thumbed Bolin’s crib, had emerged as a most 
unalluring mess of pottage, and Dr. Moore had 
picked out Bohn’s plums from Jim’s paste with 
unerring accuracy. Whilst Cotton was wishing 
the roof would fall down on Corker’s head and kill 
him, the other fellows in the Fifth were enjoying 
the fun. Gus Todd, though, felt for bis old friend 
more than a touch of pity, and when old Corker 
left Jim alone finally, Gus very cleverly kept his 
attention away from Jim’s quarter. When Corker 
finally drew his toga around him and hurried out, 
Jim Cotton gathered together his own books and 
lounged heavily into the street, sick of school, 
books, Corker, and hating Gus With a mighty 
sullen hate. For Jim had remarked Gus’s spright
liness in the Greek ordeal, but was not clever 
enough to see that Gus’s performance had been 
only for old friendship’s sake. Jim, however, put 
down Todd’s device as mere “ side,” “ show-otf,” 
“ toadyism,” and other choice things, all trotted 
out specially for his eyes. When lie reached his 
room he Hung his Herodotus into the nearest 
chair, and himself into the most comfortable one, 
and then beat a vicious serenade on his firegrate 
with the poker until dinner time.

In the evening, while Jim was moodily planted 
before a small pile of books, he received a visitor, 
no less a personage than Philips, Jim’s occasional
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iiack. “ Well,” said Jim, surlily, “ what do you 
want ?”

“ I’ll tell you in a minute, old boy. Can 1 have 
a cliair ? ”

•“ Can’t you see I'm busy?” said Cotton, un
amiably.

“ You look like it, more or less, certainly.”
“ Well, I've no time for any oratory to-night, 

Philips, and that is all about it.”
“ I’ll give you a leg-up for Merisliall in the 

morning if you’re decently civil.”
“ All right then,” said Jim, thawing instantly. 

“ What’s the matter?”
“ Ever heard of Penfold ? ”
“  No, what was the animal ? ”
“ Well, he was the brightest and most particular 

star that Taylor ever had in his house; that is, 
until you pitched your tent among us.”

“ Don’t rot, Philips. What has the Penfold 
done? ”

“ .Made a chemical discovery which stamps him 
as one of the first half dozen chemists in the 
world.”

“ Oh,” said Jim, wearily; “ most interestin’, 
very.”

“ Here only ten years ago, and, ’pon honour, this 
was his very den.”

“ Have noticed the place to be stuffy,” said Jim, 
with no enthusiasm, “ and now that is explained. 
Suppose he lived with his nose in books and test- 
tubes ? ”

“ And,” said Philips, ignoring Jim’s heavy 
wit, “ the Fifth and Sixth Form fellows in 
Taylor’s think we ought to take notice of it 
somehow.”

“ Now, I wouldn’t,” said Cotton, critically; “ I’d 
keep a thing like that dark.”

“ You heathen ! ”
“ If he’d pulled stroke at Cambridge, or any

thing like that-----”
“ M e thought a tablet on the wall, or something 

of that sort, would meet the ease. Corker’s dining 
hall is lined witli ’em.”

“ Get to the point,” said Jim, grimly.
“ A sub. of five shillings among seniors, and 

half a crown among the kids, would meet the case, 
I  think.”

“ And did you think I ’d spring a crown for a 
marhle tablet to a mug like Penfold?”

“ Hather,” said Philips.
“ Well,” said Jim, “ life would be worth living 

here if it weren’t for the unearthly smugging, but 
as it is St. Amory’s is about as lively as a work
house. I ’m not forking out on this occasion. 
Taylor’s smugs must do all that is necessary to be 
done.”

“ Well,” said Philips, “ all the other fellows have 
given in their names, bar you and Todd.”

“ Oh !” said Jim, with sudden interes t, “ you’ve 
asked Tockl, have you ?”

“ Of course. Gus seemed rather waxy that he 
should be called 141011. One might almost fancy 
he hadn’t got the five shillings.”

“ Todd evidently is a miserable miser,” said Jim 
with a bitter smile at the thought of Gus’ in
solvent condition. “ He isn’t the same fellow he 
used to be.”

“ Jove, n o !” said Philips; “ he’s come 011 no 
end this term. He’s an improvement on the old 
Gus.”

“ Yes,” said Jim, angrily ; “ the beaks have got 
him into their nets. But he ought to subscribe 
to the Penfold, when he’s the biggest simw in 
Taylor’s.” °

“ And you ought, too, Jim, since you’ve the 
biggest money bags."

“ All right,” said Jim, “ I’ll subscribe. Twill 
look better if we all subscribe.”

“ You’re a funny ass, Cotton. I thought I was 
going to draw you blank. What’s the reason for 
your sudden change of mind?”

“ I don’t want to be bracketed equal with 
Toddy.”

“ That’s settled then,” said Philips, who was 
puzzled at Jim’s sudden change of front. “ And 
now let’s see to MerishalFs work for the morning.'1

The subscriptions for a tablet in the great 
Penfold’s honour were not hard to obtain, the 
upper form fellows in Taylor’s dunning the rest 
of the house without mercy, and, to the great 
wonder of all, the foremost of the duns was James 
Cotton, Esq. The way he squeezed half-crowns 
out of the fags was reckoned little short of mar
vellous, and before the week was out every Taylor 
fellowhad subscribed barGus. Jim’sexertionswere 
rewarded by the office of secretary to the Penfold 
Fund. “ We’ll get a house list, Philips, and pin 
up a proper subscription list on the notice board. 
The thing will look more ship-shape then. Jly 
the wayr, what was it the Tenfold did? Is he 
dead?”

“ You are a funny fellow, Cotton. Here you 
are sweating the half-crowns out of the fags and 
you don’t know why you’re doing it.”

“ That is just what I do know,” said Jim, 
smiling serenely.

When the list was pinned up on th e  board and 
opposite each fellow’s name appeared the half
crown or crown he had contributed, it made a 
brave show. Towards the end of the list opposite 
the name of Todd, A. V. R., there had occurred a 
dismal blank thoughtfully filled by secretary 
Cotton with a couple of beautifully even l>ue® 
ruled in staring red ink. This vivid dash 0 
colour on the white paper gave poor Gus quite an 
unsolicited advertisement, and since none of t‘ie
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TH E L IS T  WAS PIN N E D  V P  ON THE BO AUDI AND OPPOSITE EACH P IL L O W 'S  
NA1IL APPEARED T H E  H A L F  A CROWN, O il CROWN, HE HAD CONTRIBUTED.

ot]i:v fellows knew of Gus’ circum stances, it practically 
put bini in the pillory as a 
tjirht-fistcd old screw. This 
lesult was exactly what Jim 
Cotton bad in his mind when 
]ie fell in with the tablet schem e so enthusiastically.
Fretty mean, wasn’t it?

When Gus saw the staring 
red abomination for the first 
time it made him feel that lie 
would like to pour a little 
boiling oil over the secretary 
o' the fund, for to a fellow of 
Gus’ temperament the chaffing 
remarks of his acquaintances 
and the knowing looks of the 
juniors made him shiver with 
righteous anger. He did not 
like being pilloried. He had 
desperate thoughts of going 
and publicly kicking Cotton, 
but be remembered fortunately 
that Jim would probably only 
make one mouthful of him.
But he paced bis room angrily, 
and except that he really 
meant to keep himself to his 
resolution of h onourable 
poverty to the term’s end he 
would have written home.
Not to do so cost him a 
struggle.

There was someone else who 
eyed this plain manifesto of 
Gus' position with anger, 
end that was the Rev. E.
Taylor himself. The house
master had not been a house
master for years for nothing, 
end he guessed p re tty  
shrewdly that someone was writing off a debt 

îth interest against Gus. The house-master 
made a still shrewder guess as to whom this 
might be, for he had watched the dissolution of 
the partnership of Cotton and Todd with great 
interest.

Thus it was that Philips was called into Taylor’s 
uxun for a quiet little chat on house matters. 

Wir idea of a memento to Penfold was an 
excellent one, Philips, and the house seems to 
hwe taken it up very heartily.”

Oh, yes!” said Philips, naively. “ The fellows 
w e taken any amount of interest, especially 
Utton.” ”

* Cotton’s is rather a case of Saul among the 
Prophets, isn’t it, Philips ? ”

“ This sort of thing didn’t quite seem his line 
before, sir.”

“ No ; I never thought so myself, but it is very 
pleasant to make a mistake, too. 1 see Todd, who 
is the best chemist in the house, docs not subscribe 
at all.”

“ Most of the fellows thought it rather strange.”
“ And said so, no doubt?” said the master, 

looking abstractedly at his finger nails.
“ H’m ! ” said Philips, feeling uncomfortable at 

this thrust. “ They may have.”
“ You see, Philips,” said Taylor, gently, “ there 

ought to have been no quizzing of Todd, for a 
contribution to a matter like this ought to 1. o 
entirely voluntary— most emphatically so, I think. 
And if Todd does not see his way to subscribe—
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and he is the sole judge— there ought to be no 
remarks whatever.”

“ I see, sir,” said Philips, dubiously.
“ I was much .annoyed to sec that Todd’s name 

has been prominently before the house for the last 
day or so.”

“ You mean on the notice board, sir ? ” *
“ Yes. I can quite see why it is. The honorary 

secretary has not had much experience in this 
clerical work before, so he has fallen into a great 
mistake. In fact,” said the house-master, bluntly, 
“  the secretary’s taste is not to be depended on.”

“ I don’t think Cotton meant anything----- ”
began Philips.

“ Well, perhaps not,” said the Rev. E. Taylor, 
doubtfully ; “ but in any case wilt you take down 
the present list, and draw up a fresh one— if you 
think one at all necessary— with only the names 
of subscribers upon it? A  house list should not 
have been used at all. Please tell Cotton I said 
so, and I hope he will see the fairness of it.” 

Philips took down the offending list, and told 
Cotton the house-master’s opinions. Jim Cotton 
had not very quick feelings, but contempt can 
pierce the shell of a tortoise ; and as Philips 
innocently retailed the message, the secretary of 
the Penfold Tablet Fund knew there was one man 
who held him a cad.

CH APTER XV.
A RENEWED FRIENDSHIP.

T he following morning Gus was much aston
ished to receive a letter containing a blank sheet 
of notepaper enfolding a postal order for £ 1 . 
This was properly filled in, payable to A. V. R. 
Todd at St. Amory’s Post Office, but there was 
not the slightest clue as to the sender. Gus looked 
at the blue and white slip in an ecstasy of astonish
ment. Now Gus knew that no one was aware of 
his bankrupt exchequer save Cotton, and he knew 
that Jim was not likely to have said anything 
about it for one or two very good reasons, and 
would now keep it darker than ever. If it were 
known that Gus had been practically pilloried for 
being penniless by the fellow who had lifted his 
cash, Cotton would have heard a few fancy re
marks on his own conduct which would have made 
his ears tingle. Gus pondered over this problem 
of the sender until he felt giddy, but he finally 
came to the conclusion that Cotton had regretted 
his polite attentions to an old friend and had sent 
the order as a kind of amende honorable. Gus 
instantly regretted the fervent wishes about the 
boiling oil and the public kicking for Jim Cotton, 
and he also determined to go and thank his old

patron for what he was sure was his anonymô  
gift.

So after breakfast he cashed the order and, with 
pockets heavier with coin than they had been for 
some time, he went to Jim Cotton’s room. Jjm 
received hitn with an odd mixture of anger and 
shame, and when Gus handed over to him two 
half-crowns, Cotton, in some confusion, told him 
to hand them over to Philips, who had initiated 
the subscription for the Penfold tablet.

“ Thought you were the secretary ? ” said Gus.
“ No ! I ’m out of the boat now. Philips is the 

man,” said Cotton, sulkily.
“ And, by the way, Jim, it wasn’t half bad of 

you to send me that order. It was no end brickish, 
especially after I had left you more or less in the 
lurch.”

“ What order?” said Jim, looking curiously at 
Gus.

“ What’s the good of trying to pass it off like 
that, old man ? It could only be you.”

“ I don’t know what you’re driving at. Yon 
seem to be talking rot,” said Cotton, angrily, for 
he fancied that Gus was fooling him in someway.

“ Well, I ’ve got an order for £ 1  this morning, 
envelope stamped St. Amory, and it could only 
come from someone who knew I was stumped, 
and you’re the only fellow who knew that, unless, 
indeed, you’ve been kind enough to tell some of 
the fellows.”

“ I ’ve told no one ; and anyway, I didn’t send 
the order.”

“ Oh, ro t!” ’
“  Thanks ! I don't tell lies as a rule, and I say 

I  know nothing whatever about your order. I 
think you’d better cut now instead of wasting my 
time with this rotten foolery.”

“ YTou didn’t send it?"  said Gus, finally, with 
more than a dash of irritation in his voice at the 
continued boorishness of Cotton.

“ No, I tell you! Shall I get a foghorn and let 
you have it that way ? ”

“ Then look here, Cotton. If you didn’t send it, 
your underscoring of my name on the house list 
because I couldn’t subscribe was the act of an 
arrant cad.”

Cotton winced at Gus’s concise definition, but 
he said, “  Oh, get out you foo l! ”

“ Fool, or not,” said Gus, becoming more angry 
every moment as he thought of his wrongs, l ’11 
not an underbred loafer who cleans a fellow out 
of his cash and then rounds on him because e 
can’t pay his way. Why, a Whitechapel gutter 
snipe-----”

“ Can’t appreciate the allusion,” said dim J * 
never been to Whitechapel. But anyhow, T • 
there’s the door. I think you bad really b®te 
go.”
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“ Not tiH I’ve said you’re the biggest bounder 
in St. An'.ory’s.” _ _

“Now you’ve said it you really must go, or I’ll 
throw you o u t! ” ^

Gus was too taken up with liis own passion to 
notice that Cotton was also at about the limit of 
his patience, and that Jim’s lips had set into a grim 
and ugly sneer. Todd was furiously trying to find 
some clinching expression which would quite 
define Jim's conduct, when that gentleman took 
one stride forward and caught him by the collar. 
The grip, the very touch of Cotton’s fingers mad- 
t.ened Gus beyond all bearing. His anger broke 
loose from all control ; he wrenched himself out 
of Cotton's giasp and passionately struck him on 
the mouth.

Cotton turned grey with passion as bitter as 
Todd's, and repaid Gus’s blow with interest. Gus 
dropped to the floor, bleeding 
villainously. Cotton there
upon jerked him to his feet, 
and threw him out of the 
room.

Gus picked himself up 
from the corridor floor and 
went to his own room, his 
face as white as a sheet and 
his heart as black as ink.
What Gus suffered from his 
passion, his shame, his hatred, 
and the pain of his old 
friend’s blow, for the next 
few hours words won’t tell.
He attended morning school, 
his head in a whirl of 
thought. Cotton was there 
too, and, could looks have 
killed, Jim Cotton would not 
have been in the land of the 
living for very long. When 
Merishall went, Gus waited 
until all the form had filed 
out, and, t̂ill dizzy and sick, 
he wearily followed suit and 
turned in at his own door.
As Gus cm me into the room 
someone rose up and faced 
round to meet him, and Todd 
found him-elf once more face 
{o hce with Cotton.

Now 11,• j blow which had 
umbled down Gus so heartily 
a(l. so to speak, tumbled 
°.Wn the striker in his own 

®ll|d just as thoroughly.
^Cotton’s mind was not 

a subtle one, but the minute
He bad floored Gus and
t'oU iii —47

shut the door on him, his better mind told him 
distinctly that he was a cad. Why 1 Because 
when he struck Gus the feeling was as though 
he had struck a cripple. Gus had doubled up 
under the weight of his hand as though he had 
been a leaf. Cotton dimly felt that for a fellow 
of ln3 build and weight to let Gus have the full 
benefit of both was not fair. “ That is how it 
must feel, I suppose, to strike a girl. My fist seems 
unclean,” he said in huge disgust. “ I ’d give Todd 
his three sovs. back if I could recall that blow. I 
wish I’d left the fool alone, and anyhow, it’s my 
opinion I don’t shine much in our little squabble, 
Todd has been playing the man since his Perry 
cropper, and I’ve been playing the cad just because 
he was once useful to me and I did not want to let 
him go.” Cotton devoted the next few hours to a 
little honest unselfish thinking, and the result was

UK W HENCKED H IM SELF OCT OF COTTON'S ORASP AND PASSIONATELY STRUCK
HIM ON TH E MOUTH*
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that he came pretty near to despising himself. “ I ’ll 
go and apologise to Gus, and if he shies the poker 
at my head I ’m hanged if I dodge it."

' That is why Gus was received in his own room 
by the fellow who had so lately knocked him 
down. Gus stared at Jim, his swollen lip trem
bling with anger and his eyes blazing with 
indignation.

“ I say, Gus, old man, I am an utter out-and- 
out cad, and I’ve come to apologise.”

Gus murmured something indistinctly.
“ When I knocked you down I did the most 

blackguardly thing that even I have ever done, 
and, you may believe me or not, I am now about 
disgusted with myself. I felt that there was only 
one thing that I could do, and that was to 
apologise.”

Jim was so obviously cut up by remorse that 
Gus thereupon buried the hatchet. He did not 
throw the poker at Jim’s head, and you may be 
surprised to hear—or you may not— that Gus 
and Jim Cotton took their after-dinner coffee at 
Hooper’s, as in the old time. The conversation 
was staccato at first, but interesting.

“ But who sent the order 1 ” said Gus.
“ Dunno, really, hut I could almost bet my 

boots that Taylor is the criminal.”
“ Taylor ! What does he know of my affairs ?”
“ Well, that beastly house list with your red 

raw agony column made him most suspicious, and 
I believe he knows to a Lair exactly how big a 
cad I ’ve been.”

“ Go on, old man, leave that.”
“ He sucked Philips dry about the Pcnfold 

tombstone, and although he said nothing to me 
personally, Philips gave me to understand that 
I ’m not in favour with the parson. Taylor is the 
man who’s provided your sub. for the Penfold, 
take my word for it.” '

“ He’s not half such a bad fellow, Jim.”
11 No,” said Jim, with an uneasy laugh ; 

“ Taylor’s all right, but he’ll make me squirm 
when he has the chance.”

The friendship of Cotton and Todd was thus 
renewed and cemented —  with Gus’ bluest blood. 
Gus gave Jim some good advice about the schools, 
which made Jim feel a bit dubious. “ Chuck 
your Bohn’s cribs and your keys under the grate, 
and show' up your own work.”

“ Footle, you mean, Gus.”
“ All right, footle, then. I know all our own 

private personal beaks would rather have a 
fellow’s own work, if of fair quality, than all the 
weirdest screeds from any crib whatsoever.”

Jim made the experiment, very gingerly be it 
said, but did show' up his own work, and from 
Corker to Merishall all the beaks were civil to 
him. Gus’ reputation a sa prophet was estab
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lished, for Corker luinself seemed pleased with the 
Cottonian version of Herodotus.

“ Bather rough iu parts, Cotton,” said the old 
man, beaming on the shrinking Jim, “ hut at 
least you’ve not been ploughing Herodotus with 
the help of your old ass, Bohn.”

Jim’s effort, however, came too late to affect in 
any degree his position in the Fifth. When the 
lists of the Easter term were published, Cotton 
was the last, deservedly, of the form, but A. V. R, 
Todd was the seventh. This was an eye-opener 
to many in the form, but the result sent Gus into 
the seventh heaven of delight. Taylor came 
specially into Todd’s modest sanctum to con
gratulate him, and Corker sent an extra special 
letter to Todd senior, saying all manner of sweet 
things about Gus. He put the highest mark of 
his favour upon the delighted Gus by asking him 
to dinner— a very great honour, but a dreadful 
ordeal. Gus was w'onderfully nervous as he 
commenced his soup. How do I know ? Well, 
I had been asked, I believe to give the bewildered 
Gus a little countenance. Gus went home, a day 
or two later, to the bosom of his family, where he 
was treated with the utmost honour. He re
deemed the watch from the jeweller, and fulfilled 
his own promise to that worthy man. All through 
the holidays he basked in the smiles of his proud 
father, and rode that gentleman’s pedigree hack. 
Corker’s highest mark of appreciation was to give 
you a dinner ; with Gus’ father it was to let you 
ride his own horse. *

C H A P T E R  X V I .
BOURNE V. ACTON.

J ack  had gone to London with his patron on 
Thursday. On Saturday morning Acton went to 
Aldershot, carrying with him the hopes and good 
wishes of the whole of St. Amory’s, and at night 
the school band had met him at the station. They 
(the band) struggled bravely— it was very windy— 
with “ See, the Conquering Hero comes!” in 
of the returned hero, who was “ chaired by fronzi 
Biffenites. The expected had happened- Acton ba 
annihilated Rossal, Shrewsbury, and Harrow,an 
in the final had met the redoubtable Jarvis, from 
“ Henry’s holy shade.” The delightful newâ ircu 
lated round St. Amory’s that Acton had ‘ ina e 
mincemeat” of Jarvis. He had not, butafter® 
close battle had scrambled home first: he a( 
won, and that was the main thing.

As Acton walked into chapel on Sunday n,orn 
ing with Worcester, Corker got scant attention  ̂
his sermon ; the fags to a man were thinking



A C T O N ' S  F E U D . A l l

Eton’s terrible left. The gladiator lived in an 
atmosphere of incense for a whole day.
* »• Phil Bourne was finishing breakfast on 
Monday mailing his fag brought him his letters, 
and after reading las usual one from home, he 
turned lib- attention to another one, whose en
velope was dirty, mid whose writing was labori
ously and painfully bad amateur work.

'iiotheiliithe,” said P.lril, looking at the post 
mark. “ Who are my friends from that beauty spot 1"

I give the letter in all its fascinating simplicity.

The letter had evidently been meant for Jack, 
'Bt had naturally reached Phil, since the envelope 
^  directed to “ Mr. Bourne.”

Bourne, when lie had struggled to the end of 
this literary gem, dropped the letter like a red 
°t coal. as it a hoax, or had Jack really gone 

^i,0 town' as the letter said ? 
he “ Mi-tcr Acting” made Phil’s heart sink 

l(n dire forebodings.
 ̂ an,l lind young Bourne, Hinton, and tell 
® to conie here to my study at once, or as 

' j" as he's finished breakfast.” 
falUi " ’I'istling a jolly tune ; he was in
U- j°?u’ l"1' îac  ̂ he not now left all his caresĥmd him i

ln(l̂ ?u ran c*it, Hinton ; and, Jack, take a chair 
gi'e me an explanation of this letter.” 

eti/0' T <1 ^a®es’ letter through to the bitter 
’ 1IK w'slied be had never been born. Phil

eyed his young brother, who had turned deathly 
white, with the horrible certainty that Jack had 
gone up to London.

“ Then it’s true ? ” he said.
No answer. '
“ Jack, I know you could speak the truth once. 

Look at me. Did you go to London on Thursday 
night ? ”
i “ Yes,” said Jack faintly.

“ Did Acton take you 1 ”
“ Yes.” ’

, “ You know that if Dr. Moore hears of it le
will expel you.’

“ Yes.”
“ You went to 

oblige Acton ? ' 
“ Yes.”
“ Did you ever 

think what pater 
would think if 
lie heard about 
this?”

Jack, as a 
matter of course, 
h ad  th o u g h t 
many a time of 
what his father 
w o u ld  t h in k  
about the busi
ness, and when 
Phil in that level 
voice of his re
called him to 
thisterriblepoint 
he broke down. 
“ Phil, do not 
tell pater; he’d 
neverforgiveme! 
Nor Corker. Cut 

me into ribbons if you like, only don’t let me be 
expelled."

“ Here,” said Phil, “ I don’t want any snivelling 
in iny room. Cut, you miserable puppy, to your 
own quarters, and when school is over keep to 
them till I  come. You’re a contemptible little 
puppy.”

Jack hurried out, crunching Raffles’ letter in his 
fist. He went straight to Acton’s room, and, 
bursting in whilst Acton was drinking hi3 last cup 
of coffee, blurted out the dismal news. Jack was 
almost hysterical in his rage against Raffles.

“ Acton, 1 believe that filthy blackmailer meant 
Phil to get that letter : he wanted to round on me 
and get me into trouble. Oh ! ” said Jack in a 
very explosion of futile rage, “ if I could only 
pound his ugly face into a jelly.”

“ Well, perhaps you’ll have that pleasure one 
day, Jack. X hope so, anyhow. Now straight,
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Jack, you need not be frightened of your brother 
saying a word. He could never risk Corker hear
ing of it, for he could not bear the chance of expul
sion, so he’ll lie low as far as Corker is concerned, 
take my word for it. He may hand you over to 
your father, but that too I doubt. He may give 
you a thrashing himself, which I fancy he will.”

“ I don’t mind that,” said Jack. “ I deserve 
something.”

“ No you don’t, old man, and I ’m fearfully sorry 
that I ’ve got you into this hole. But your brother 
will certainly interview me.”

“ I suppose so,” said Jack thoughtfully, even 
in his rage and shame. “  I hope there is no 
row between you,” for the idea of an open 
quarrel between Phil and Acton made Jack rather 
qualmish.

“ You’d better cut now, Jack, and lie low till 
you find out when the hurricane is going to 
commence.”

Jack went away, and as the door closed softly 
behind him Acton smiled sweetly, “ Well, Raffles 
has managed it nicely, and carried out my orders 
to the stroking of the t’s. He is quite a genius in 
a low kind of way. And now I’m ready for Philip 
Bourne, Esq. 1 bet I ’m a sight more comfortable 
than he is.” Which was very true. *

I, of course, knew nothing of all these occur
rences at the time, and the first intimation I had 
that anything was wrong was when Phil Bourne

came into my room and gave 
me a plain unvarnished account, 
sans comment, of Acton’s and 
yo u n g  Bourne's foolery jn 
London.

“ rm  awfully glad, old man 
that I am able to tell you this' 
because, although you’re Captain 
of the school, you can’t do any
thing, since Acton is a monitor,’' 

(It is an unwritten law at St 
Amory’s that one monitor can 
never, under any circumstances, 
“ peach” upon.another.)

“ Well, I’m jolly glad too 
Bourne, since your brother’s in 
it.”

“ What has to be done to 
Acton ? Jack, of course, was 
only a tool in his hands.”

“ Oh, of course. It is per
fectly certain that our friend 
engineered the whole business 
up to and including the letter, 
which was meant for you.”

“ Do you really think that?" 
said Phil.

“ I ’m as certain of it as I can 
be of anything that I don’t actually know to 
be true.”

“ Why did he do it ? ”
“  Do you feel anything about this, old man?”
“ I feel in the bluest fuflk that I can remem

ber.”
“ Then that’s why.”
“ You see, I  cannot put my finger on the brute." 
“ He has you in a cleft stick. Who knows that 

better than Acton 1 ”
“  I’m going to thrasli Jack, the little idiot. I 

distinctly told him to give Acton a wide berth.’ 
“ Jack, of course, is an idiot; but Acton is the 

fellow that wants the thrashing.”
Phil ponutr.d ever this for fully five minutes.
“ You’re right, old man, and I’ll give—I’ll try to 

give—him the thrashing he deserves.”
“ Big biz,” said I. “  You say you aren’t as good 

as Hodgson • Hodgson isn’t in the same street as 
Acton ; ergo, you aren’t in the same parish.” 

“ That’s your beastly logic, Carr. Does a good 
cause count for nothing ? ”

“ Not for much when you’re dealing fflt“ 
sharps.”

“ I see yoiUve inherited your pater’s law boo'* 
The school goes home to-morrow, doesnt it 
Well, my Lord Chief Justice, in what relation o 
you stand towards the school to-morrow? - re 
you Captain?” '

“ No,” said I, in my best legal manner.
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is no & !t.o1 to morrow—ergo, there cannot be a 
C ap tain  o f  a non-existent thing. To-inorrow is a 
dies non as far as I ’m concerned. Why this thirst 
for knowledge, Phil ? ”

“ Because I want you to be my second against 
Acton, and I didn't want your Captaincy to aid or 
abet me in a thing which is against rules.” '

“ I see,” said I, warmly, “ and I will sink the 
rules and all the rest, and trust to a little rough 
justice being done on an arrant scamp.”

“ Thanks,” said Phil. “ With you as second 
and a good cause, I ought to teach Acton a little 
genuine lesson.”

“ I'd rather trust in a good straight left.”
“ All right, then. I ’ll see Acton now, and bring 

him to the point.”
“ Do, and let me have the result.”
Phil swung off in that cool, level-headed fashion 

which is peculiarly his own. He had thought the 
matter out thoroughly in that five minutes brown 
study, and now that he had put his hand to the 
plough he would not look back. I liked the set 
shoulders and his even step down the corridor. 
Surely something must reach Acton now ! He 
walked down the street, turned in at Biffen’s yard, 
ana mounted up to Acton’s room. He knocked 
firmly on the partly open door, and when' he heard 
Acton’s “ Come in,” walked solidly in.

Acton smiled amiably when he saw his visitor, 
and with his half foreign politeness drew out a 
chair.

“ No, thanks,” said Phil, icily, “ but if you’ve no 
objection, I’d like to close your door. May 1 1 ”

“ By all means.”
“ My opinion of you, Acton-----”
“ Why trouble about that, Bourne ; I know it.”
----“ is that you’re an unmitigated cad.”
“ Gently, friend, gently,” said Acton, half getting

up.

“ You, by your foul play, have disfigured poor 
Aspinall for life-----”

“ Born ne, you’re a monomaniac on that subject, 
hve had the pleasure of telling you once before 
that you were a liar.”

“ And 3 ou did not get your ‘ footer’ cap for it, 
which scans such a paltry punishment for to 
rillainou- a crime.”

* That is stale, stale,” said Acton, coolly.
Wou entice my brother to London, which 

neans expulsion for him if it is found out by 
Dr. Moore.”

believe that’s the rule.”
The expulsion of Jack would bring disgrace on 
“onest name in the school and give pain to an 

onest ge ntleman-----”
( The pity o’ ’t,” said Acton, w ith a sneer.

And so, since you, by a kind of malicious fate, 
8eem to escape all proper punishment-----”

“ You should be a parson, Bourne,”
“ I ’m going to try to give you your deserts my

self.”
“ An avenging angel. Oh, ye gods ! ”
“ Do you mind turning out at the old milling 

ground at seven sharp to-morrow morning?”
“ The mornings are chilly," said Acton, with a 

snigger. “ Besides, I don’t really see what pressing 
obligation I ’m under to turn out at that time for 
the poor pleasure of knocking you down.”

“ 1  never thought you were a coward.”
“ How charitable ! ’
“ But we must bring you to book somehow. 

Will you fight— now ? ”
Before he had time to avoid the blow Phil had 

struck him lightly on the face. For one half 
second a veritable devil peeped out of Acton’s 
eyes as he sprung at Phil. But Phil quickly- 
backed and said coolly, “ No ! no, sir ! Let us do 
the tiling decently and in order. You can try to 
do all you wish to-morrow morning very much at 
your ease. I apologise for striking you in your
own room, but necessity you know-----”

“ Bourne, you’ll regret that blow!” ’
“ Never,” said Phil, emphatically, and with 

cutting contempt. “ I have asked Carr to second 
me. I daresay Vercoe would do the same for you. 
He has the merit of being a perfectly straight
forward fellow, and since lie does not go home like
the rest to-morrow-----”

“ Thanks. Yercoe w ill do excellently. He is a 
friend of yours, too !”

“ I ’m glad to say he is.”
“ Well, you may now be pretty certain there will 

be no foul play, whatever else may follow. I’ll 
teach you wisdom on your front teeth.”

“ I daresay,” said Phil, as he coolly stalked out, 
and left Acton curled up on his chair like a cobra 
balancing for its stroke.

Quietly and without any fuss the few details 
were arranged, and next morning four of us filtered 
down to the old milling ground, on whose green 
sod so many wrongs had been righted in the old 
times, and where I sincerely hoped Phil would yet 
redress, however imperfectly, another.

Of course, we all know fisticuffs arc not what 
they were ; for every strenuous mill of to-day 
there used to be fifty in the old days, and the 
green turf which formerly was the scene of terrific 
combats between fellows of the Upper School 
now only quaked under the martial hoof of, say, 
Rogers, the prize fag of Biffen’s, and Poulett, the 
champion egg poacher of Corker’s, and other 
humble followers of the “ fancy.” Milling as an 
institution in the schools may write up “ Ichabod’’ 
above its gates.

I tossed with Yercoe for corners, and when I 
won, I chose the favourite corner, the one King
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tiad when lie fought Sellers with a broken wrist, 
and beat him, too; which Cooper had when he 
stood up to Miller for one whole half-holiday, and 
though beaten three or four times over, never knew 
it and won in the end, which mills and the causes 
thereof, if some one would write about them, 
would make capital reading. Anyhow, it is a 
lucky corner, from the legends connected with it, 
and I thought we should need any luck that might 
he knocking about so early in the morning.

Phil was as cool and calm as though he were 
going to gently tund a small fag for shirking. 
Acton was outwardly calm, but inwardly seething 
with hate, rage, and blood-thirstiness. His proud 
soul lusted for the opportunity to repay the flick 
on the face he had received from Phil, with 
interest. I watched* the sparkling fire in his eye, 
the unaffected eagerness for the fray in his pose, 
and thought that even Acton had not quite the 
skill to cater for such a large and lusty appetite. 
Yt-rcoe and I set our watches, and agreed to call 
time together, and then we moved each to our 
comer. Phil peeled as quietly as though he were 
going to bed, Acton with feverish haste, which 
perhaps was his foreign blood working o u t; be
side Acton’s swift, impulsive movements Phil’s 
leisurely arrangements seemed sluggish indeed. 
“Time!” said Vercoe and I in chorus, and I added 
in an undertone to my man, “ Go in and win.”

It was obvious from the start that Phil was not 
as good a man as Acton as far as skill was con
cerned, but when it came to well-knit strength 
there was r.o doubt that Phil had the pull. 
Acton’s eagerness was a disadvantage against one 
so cool as bourne. In the very first round, Acton, 
in his overwhelming desire to knock Phil out in as 
short a space as possible, neglected every ordinary 
precaution, and, after a spirited rally, Phil broke 
through Acton’s slovenly guard, and sent him 
spinning into Vercoe’s arms. We called time 
together, and to my intense satisfaction the first
round resulted in our favour.

After that, thoroughly steadied by Phil’s gentle 
m̂inder, Acton dropped all looseness, and began 

lo treat l hil with the greatest respect, never 
hking any risks, but working in a scientific 
fashion, which poor Phil found hard enough to 
iarry,and when he could not do that, hard enough 

bear, but he never faltered; he took all that 
Acton could give him in imperturbable good 
temper, working in his dogged fashion as though 
16 were absolutely confident of winning in the 
long run, and as disregarding present incon- 
teniences because they were expected, and because

* ultimate reward would repay all a hundred- 
mid.

There was also something else I noticed. Acton
didnot do so much damage as he ought to have

done, and I found him constantly “ short,” hut 
when Phil did score there was the unmistakable 
ling of a telling blow. I was puzzled in my mind 
why Acton was so “ short," but I think now it was 
because he had never done anything but with 
gloves on, and fisticuffs, which were more or less 
familiar with Phil, were unknown to him. They 
don’t fight, I believe, in France or Germany with 
Nature’s weapons, but occasional turn-ups with the 
farmers’ sons and the canal men had, of course, 
fallen to Phil’s share.

On each occasion that Phil got home, Acton 
answered with a vicious spurt which did not do 
much good, but only tired him, and at the end of 
the seventh round I was astonished to think that 
Phil had stood the racket so well. Phil’s lips were 
puffy, and one eye was visibly swelling, and he 
had other minor marks of Acton’s attention, but 
he was in excellent condition still. Acton was 
damaged above a bit, and Phil’3 Amt-round re
minder showed plainly on his cheek.

Acton began to think that unless he could make 
Phil dance to a quicker tune pretty soon, he him
self would be limping round the corner of defeat, 
for he was very tired. When we called them up 
for the eighth round he had evidently determined 
to force the fighting. Much as I disliked Acton I 
could not but admire his splendid s k ill; he bottled 
up Phil time and again, feinted, ducked, rallied, 
swung out in the nick of time, planted hard telling 
blows, and was withal as hard to corner as a sun
beam . As I sponged Phil at the end of the eighth 
I felt that three more rounds as per last sample 
would shake even him, so I said, “ Try, old man, 
for one straight drive if he gives you a ghost of a 
chance. Don’t try tapping.”

Acton came up smiling, in a twinking he had 
Phil at sea by his trickiness, and was scoring 
furiously. Then, for the first time, Phil backed, 
shortly and sharply. Acton sprang forward for 
victory, and a huge lunge should have given Phil 
his quietus, but it was dreadfully short, and 
stung rather than hurt. Phil recovered the next 
moment, and was on the watch again cool and 
cautious as ever. Then Acton, following an artless 
feint which drew Phil as easily as a child, ducked 
the blow and darted beneath his guard. I gave 
Phil up for lost. How it happened, though I was 
watching carefully, I cannot say, but Acton seemed 
to slither or stumble on the turf as be rushed in, 
and for one second he was at Phil’s mercy.

A t that very instant Phil’s arm flashed out, and 
with a blow which would have felled an ox, he 
caught Acton between the eyes. Acton dropped 
to the ground like a bludgeoned dog.

Phil, like a gentleman, backed a yard or so 
away, waiting for Acton to get up again, bet he 
made no sign. Vercoe and I thou counted him
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answered with a vicious spurt which did not do 
much good, but only tired him, and at the end of 
the seventh round I was astonished to think that 
Phil had stood the racket so well. Phil’s lips were 
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4 1 6 T H E  C A P T A I N .out with all due formality, and Phil had won at the very moment he was about to be beaten. We did our best for Acton, wlto was unconscious, and just when we began to despair of bringing him round he opened his eyes with the usual vacant stare. In  a minute he recovered his thoughts, and said eagerly, “ Then I ’ve won.”“ Not quite,” said Vereoe, grimly. “ You’ve jolly  well lost.”Acton tottered to his feet blind with rage— diabolic rage—but hate anti fury couldn’t give him strength to stand. Yercoe gently caught him, and laid him quietly on his back, anil sponged his face where the awful force of Phil’s blow was becoming pdainer every moment.He compressed his lips with rage and pain and looked at Phil with such a look of deadly hatred that Yercoe was disgusted. .“ Now come, Acton. You’ve fought well, and, by Jove ! you ought to lose well. Bourne fought like a gentleman, and you’ve been beaten fairly. What is the good of bearing any m alice?”“  Look here, Acton,” said Phil, “ I ’m jolly glad I ’ve thrashed you, but all is over now. Here’s my hand, and we’ll let bygones be bygones.”“ N e v e r !” said Acton. “ I ’ll get even with you yet.”“  So be it,” said Bourne; and he turned away and got into his coat, leaving Yercoe and Acton on the field of battle. “  Don’t care to mention it, old man,” he said to me as we got to his room, “ all the same, I  thought I was a gone coon just when I knocked the fellow out.”I went for my holidays that morning, and Acton, escorted by Yercoe, got into the same train, lie

was white and almost scared looking at lag but there was on his face still that unfadi ? expression of unsatisfied hate and lust for reveoe I buried my face in my paper in utter disgust So you see Acton departed from St. Amory’sat the beginning of the Easter holidays in a slightly different mood from that which he enjoyed at Christmas, when the young Biffenites had cheered him till they were hoarse and he was out of hearing.Toby was almost beside himself with consternation when Bourne and Vercoe turned up at the Courts in the afternoon. - “  Your ’ands, Mr. Bourne, and your eye! What have you been a-doing of ? ’*“ I have had the painful necessity to thrash a cad, Toby.”“  But you did thrash him, s ir?”“  I fancy so,” said Bourne, grimly.Ja ck  went home in the evening a sadder and wiser boy. When he saw his brother's closed eye and swollen lip, and the angry patches on his cheeks, he was cut to the heart; he took his thrashing like a man, and when all was over felt he loved and respected his brother more than ever. “  What a beastly little pig I ’ve been,” he said to himself.Yercoe and Bourne were the victorious finalists at Kensington in the rackets. It was, as the papers aptly remarked, “  Quite a coincidence tbai Bourne’s right eye was beautifully and variously decorated in honour of the occasion.”I don’t expect many finalists, at rackets anykw, turn up with black eyes.
(To be concluded.)

A

II



Illustrated with Photographs taken by the Author.

IT may be said of railways in general that they afford excellent illustrations o f that great principle o f economics— the division of labour—which gives to each man his particular last, and asks him to stick to it, so that, hy combining with other kinds o f employment, his own labour may be most effective.There is, however, one railway in existence which is an example of the opposite process—  one of concentrating many duties into the hands of a single man, till his powers rival in number those of Louis X I V . or o f a Caesar.That railway is the Lilliput Railway, strictly Limited, running from Appletree to Lilliput in the County of Berkshire, through a district given up to apples and poultry.Its gauge is biins.; its 'ota! length Soft. T he metals, as will be seen in our illustrations, are partly on the transverse system, partly on the longitudinal satisfactory enough compromise. Five stations in 8oft. would seem

these no stoppages are given in the company’s tune-table, and as Duckworth is only an inverted biscuit tin, and Henley equally primitive, it is, perhaps, as well so. The truth is, the ducks and fowls, through whose country the railway passes, have from the first opposed the engineer. H ens, especially, have a delight in scraping holes in the ballast, and laying themselves out to be generally disagreeable.On more than one occasion, too, ducks have been in peril of their lives through straying on to the metals with an aggravating air of ownership. It was, therefore, thought diplomatic to name one station after each o f the

to be a generous number,ut that is die allowance.. fost important sta- 110,1 's Apple-tree (other- * 1Se known as Crawl- jns'de), where the inevi- .lblLe advertising fiend ^  been at work. Then C[?m,e *n s u c c e s s io n  J eneL Bunker’s H ill, jf^ o rth  and Lilliput. first and third of
Vol. iii.~jg

‘ TH E NEW CHUM ."
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tribes, placing Bunkers Hill in the middle as 
a coaling depot. We say coaling because the 
“ New C hum ” does burn coal. It is an engine 
built for real passenger traffic, able to trundle 
itself, truck, and ten stone of humanity— a total 
of i 6sts.— with the greatest ease. When in a 
good humour it will attack even heavier loads. 
Has it not towed the village policeman ( i 5 sts.), 
the churchwarden, also a man of weight, the 
parson, and other lesser lights, besides women 
and children ?

To go into exact measurements— the engine 
is 3 8 ms. long over all, 9 ms. wide, 1 4 ms. high.

fact drives itself home that 6|ins., if properl- 
used, is ample for ordinary purposes. '

The construction of a model railway an(j 
rolling stock is no light undertaking. To begin 
w i t h ,  it demands a considerable money outlay 
which becomes even formidable if the owner is 
not his own engineer, and if he intends to work 
on a rather large scale. All model fittings re
quire such delicate workmanship that their price 
is out of proportion to their size, and there are 

• few amateurs who are not driven to the model 
shops for taps, gauges, etc. Having at the cost 
of much time, thought, and labour, constructed

It weighs 6 olbs., and, owing to the 7 Jin. 
“  drivers ” being coupled, the amount of grip it 
gets is great. No such thing as a slipping of 
the wheels ever occurs, and with 3 olbs. of steam 
the engine will move an ordinary person from 
rest without the least difficulty. It might be 
supposed that 6 £ins. would afford a very .un
stable base. On the contrary, the passenger is 
able to shift about a considerable amount en 
route, provided he does not go too far fqre or 
aft, which would mean a “  tip up,” as the truck 
wheels are well underneath. Timid travellers 
as a rule sit very rigid, with a look of anxiety 
lest the slightest movement might cause a 
general undignified collapse. Familiarity, how
ever, breeds contempt, and after a while the

an engine and truck, there comes the question 
of a permanent way. This is a more difficult 
matter than it might appear. It is evident that 
accuracy of gauge is above all things necessar), 
and the w riter well remembers his despair when 
confronted with many feet of twisted T-iron, 
which had to be sawn into lengths, and bent 
this way and that until it lay even!) between hs 
extreme points. The lengths, exactly pa*1®®’ 
were then screwed down to sleepers, and t e 
transverse portion of the rails "as comP^j 
On the whole, the system of wooden rails topPy 
with strip iron is as satisfactory as the ot e> 
and it has the advantage of being much easi 
to construct, and cheaper too. .

Assuming that our track is finished, the n ■
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jtep is to la y  it.
Anfl this a lso  is a  
delicate p i e c e  o f  
work, if th e re  is  n o  
level gravel p a th  
available. T h e  L i l l i -  
put Railway r e q u ir e d  
a great deal o f  l e v e l ling, as th e g r o u n d  
at one e n d  w a s  
rSins. h igh er th a n  
at the other. S o  it 
rfas n e ce ssa ry  to  
make a r u t t in g  a t  L i l l i p u t  
towards A p p le lr e e  to  fo r m

G E N E R A L YLE w O i' I  H E  COUNTRY

arid run the earth 
a substantial em

bankm ent. Then 
what a deal of beat
ing down here, pack
ing up there; here 
a piece of tile, there 
a thick lump of 
wood, until the spirit 
level pronounces all 
ns it should h e ! 
At last, however, 
the metals lay hard 
and true, ready for 
traffic, and warranted 

not to “ whip” unreasonably anywhere, fowls 
permitting. "
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Now for the engine and truck. Why, anyone 
can put the water in and light a lire, and— but 
not so quick, my young friends ! When you 
have to do with an engine burning real coal, not 
a half-guinea spirit lamp on four wheels, you 
must treat it like a real engine, and real engines 
require a little humouring. Come with me for 
a run down my railway and I will explain all. 
We stroll up to Appletree Station, where won
derful advertisements meet the eye, e.g., “ Blair’s 
Pills keep the feet dry,” “  Carlton Tobacco for 
baby,” “  All who desire a soft skin should use 
Hinde’s Hair Curlers.” Note, too, the warning: 
“  Hens found scratching will be persecuted.”

tubes. On with some coal ! Tlv. e, isn’t th 
something lik e . smoke, real, smelling, ensin' 
smoke? We must oil up a bit bc'fbre'startin' 
Don’t forget the cylinder cups and the axle 
bearings. Is the feed pump all right? Yes' 
The safety-valve is beginning to fizzle, and the 
dial shows 2olbs. Then we may as well be 
getting on. There is room for two,' and n o th im  
to spare. See that the reversing lever is forward 
and let him have his head —  half an inch of 
regulator. Well, if you did give a gentle push 
with your foot it would not be amiss, as there 
are two of us, and we don’t want to strain any 
thing. We are off, to the tune ol some smart,

Here is the “  New Chum,” glorious In green 
paint. We pour a gallon of hot water into the 
boiler, screw down the manhole, and half fill the 
furnace with glowing charcoal. Then a pair of 
bellows set iri motion underneath creates the 
needful draught until, in a minute or two, the 
“ blower” beginstofling beads of water intotheair. 
That is the first sign of energy. Then the hand 
on the steam dial moves a little and the noise of 
the blower becomes louder and louder. The 
charcoal is glowing more brightly than ever 
from the suction of air through the five one-inch

short puffs— real puffs. A little more steam, 
and we gather way. At Henley we are doing 
two miles an hour— fast, but safe ! At Bunker's 
Hill the pace is terrific— half as fast again. Dc 
station is soon in the distance. Keep your 
legs up, or you may knock Duckworth down 
as we fly past ! A  little jerky ? But you must 
remember that this truck has no springs. So 
we run with a fair track to within a few yards of 
the terminus, and then the driver shuts off w  
regulator and turns on the steam brake. “ 
grinds on the wheels, and, 2 5s .■% after 1 i 
start, we glide into Lilliput Stai.on. Ticket, 
please! ,

In conclusion, the writer would say ' ’ 
whatever the difficulties encountered in ■ 
construction may be, they ar< more 
counterbalanced by the satisfaction that com 
when all is finished.



p E O P I.h  made a lot o f fuss last summer 
1 about a fellow at Cheltenham, or Clifton, 

or wherever it was, who hit up a big score 
ln a house match.

He was ai the wickets for about a week on

Wnes'l'n :1° n,t hear.of any big hit during hisfor ! a c t > somebody wrote to apologise
*as ,n.arro'vness of the boundaries. There 
season 1ln~ t0, toucb H owell’s performance a

the secoml1"?  back’ ,bef° re he got his PIace in 
"as a hiirC .L e\en’ " ’Here he plays now. That
Ported n H }0U hke’ althou£h ,:t wasn’t re
written Papors, and he didn’t have letters 
hedes<’r!IiI .r1"'Se“ ts made to him, either. And 
'he nanpJ 1 t^anyhody did. It was what 
career’’ t i . " tbe beginning of his cricket 
He hjj iat the funny thing about it. 
cricket ti,inL'[cr,  <ione an>'thing much in the 

o t’efore. H e couldn’t bowl a bit,

H .  S t . J o h n - S e a m e r ,

llustrated by E. F. Skinner.

and his batting wasn’t any better. I don’t think he cared much for the game, to tell you the truth, for lie always got out o f playing if  he could. But from the day that he made his big hit he began to improve steadily, until he became the best bat in our Division— better even than Martin or Dawson Tertius. Next season he was tried for the second eleven, and got his place, to o ; and now they think o f putting him in the first, when the summer term comes round again.It happened one Wednesday afternoon in a Division match. A ll the boys, you know, who are not good enough to be in one of the school elevens are divided up into Divisions, pretty equal in strength ; and the eleven best boys of each Division play matches, on half holidays, with one another to see which is H ead of D ivisions- that is, the eleven which has won most matches by the end of the term— and everybody, of course, wants his Division to be head, so that we have jolly exciting games, I can tell you.Division IV . was playing Division I I I .  (that’s the one that I belong to) in the Little Field, where all these matches take place, because it isn’t big enough for the school elevens to play in properly, and we had Barclay Primus to umpire for us. H e was an awfully good bowler in the  ̂ first, but be had hurt his wrist and couldn t bowl, so that they didn t want him for that afternoon. Deeks was umpiring for D ivision I V ., because he was no good— at playing cricket, I mean.Division IV . were awfully coxy just then, because they had beaten Divisions I. and I I . ,  and it was very important that we should beat them,
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so as to prevent their getting enough games to 
make them head outright. They had a jolly 
good bowler in Wills Secundus, who bowled 
1'earfully swift, and as straight as anything; while 
Crawford had made thirty-six, not out, only the 
Wednesday before, so that it wasn’t going to be 
an easy job. However, we had two good bats 
iir Martin and 1 )awson Tertius, and we hoped 
to get the better of them that way.

Their captain, Wills Secundus, tossed up, and 
Dawson Tertius, who was ours, guessed wrong 
as usual. It’s a funny thing, but he always does 
guess wrong if he can. He has a way in school 
if he isn't certain of the termination of a word 
(and no one ought to be expected to know all 
those horrid terminations, I don’t believe the 
masters themselves would if they didn’t have 
the book) of writing it down both ways at once 
— sort of half-and-half— or making a sound that 
might mean either. Old Timson knows this, 
and when he sees, or hears, him doing any
thing of the kind, lie drops on him sharp, 
and says, “ Which do you mean, Dawson?” 
Then lie splutters a bit and makes a shot, but 
it is safe to be the wrong one, so that it doesn’t 
help him much. But he does it as regular as 
clockwork, and of course he guessed wrong this 
time.

So they decided to go in first, and we had to 
go out to field. I told you that our bowling 
was weak, but luckily their batting wasn’t much 
better, except in the case of Crawford, and he 
was soon given out “ leg before,” by Barclay ; 
which was awfully good of him, for Crawford 
declared that be was not leg before, and I don’t 
believe myself that he really was. lie  wouldn’t 
go out at first, and Barclay had to tell him that 
he was a cheeky brat, and that he would punch 
his head for him if he didn’t go. So he went 
out at last, because Barclay Primus is a big chap, 
and although he had hurt one hand he could 
have whacked Crawford as easily as anything 
with the other. Of the rest, Wills Secundus 
was the only one who made double figures, and 
he ought to have been caught first ball, if that 
silly duffer Browne Secundus hadn’t dropped it. 
Minkley made a duck, for Wills ran him out 
almost at once, and he was awfully wild about 
it. Pour were bowled, and there were eleven 
byes and things. Altogether, they made forty- 
seven. So that we went in with forty-eight to 
get to win, and forty-seven to tie.

Martin and Dawson Tertius opened the 
batting for our side, and Wills Secundus and 
Minkley bowled. But w'e had no luck frtfni the 
vety first. In the second over Dawson hit out 
at a straight ball from Wills, and missed it, so 
that one wicket was down for three. Browne 
Secundus took his place, and managed to sur

vive the next over or two, although he didn’t 
do much in the way of making runs. Then 
Martin began to slog, just as he always does 
when lie has made a few runs, and fancies that 
lie is “ set,” as he calls it. The consequence 
was that he spooned up a ball right into cover- 
point’s hands, and two wickets were down for 
nine— our two best bats, too.

I followed, but I didn’t stay long, for that ass 
of a Browne Secundus must needs run me out 
in my first over. We ran two byes off my first 
ball, and I had put the second to leg, when he 
called out “  Come on ! ” O f course, I started 
off down the pitch, but before I got half-way he 
shouted, “ N o! Go back! Go back! Dg’s 
got i t ! ” — and tore back again to his own 
wicket. I couldn’t stop myself, and so we 
were both at the same end when the ball was 
returned, and the wicket-keeper knocked off the 
bails, and I was out. I didn’t mind for myselt 
so much, for I took care to wait for young 
Browne, and jolly well punched his head after 
he had finished his innings, but it made three 
wickets down for eleven runs at the most 
critical part of the game.

I hadn’t long to wait, for he got bowled by 
Minkley almost before I could get my pads off, 
and serve him jolly well right, too.

Things were looking serious. Our four best 
wickets had fallen, and the score only stood at 
fourteen— we still required thirty-four runs to 
win. Division IV. were coxier than ever. They 
made sure of winning now, and the airs thu 
that Wills Secundus put on were perfectly in
sufferable. And still the rot continued. Parker— 
who had taken my place— Roberts, and Browne 
Tertius succeeded one another, and only added 
another five runs— two out of the five were byes 
Dawson Tertius was nearly tearing his hair with 
vexation ; the rest of us had fallen into a state 
of stony despair. A s  the Latin grammar would 
say : “ Actum erat de divisione quarta."

Then Howell went in, with Poole for his , 
partner. And there he stuck. He seemed to 
have only one stroke—-a straight down sweep 
over the block-hole. But it answered its put- 
pose. Wills Secundus and Minkley did their 
best, but they couldn’t get him out. He ju> 
stood there, and stopped the straight ones," ie 
he let all the others go by. Poole made one or 
two, but there was nothing but an occasion̂  
bye got from Howell’s end. Then Poole 
bowled by one of Wills’ swift ones, and Iran 
took his place with the score at twenty-t r 
We were still twenty-four runs behind, 
was only little Pettit to go in. It "as awu

Dawson shouted to Howell to hit out’ ueJJ 
shook his head, and went on just as e^ . 
doing before, his bat moving up and do«n
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he block-Hole in the most provoking way. 
\nother bve was run. Francis broke his duck 
■ vith a single, and then allowed himself to be 
iiunipcd oh' the first ball of Minkley’s over. He 
tan out to meet it, and struck all round it, the 
little duffer' Nine wickets for twenty-six runs 1 

Little Pettit wasn’t ready, and so Dawson 
Tertius walked out to Howell, and implored 
him to do something, he didn’t care what. 
Runs were what were wanted, for it was no 
use trying to play for a draw. He came back 
when little I’ettit ran down to the wicket— he 
would run, in spite of Martin’s telling him that 
i wasn't the proper thing to do. H e was only 
a little chap, and as funky as anything. We 
could see his knees trembling from where we 
sat, as he took his stand at the crease and 
not ready for the second ball of Minkley’s 
over. It pitched a little wide of the off 
stump, and little Pettit ran forward to hit 
it. Fortunately he only just managed to 
touch it with the edge of his bat. It flew 
high over short-slip’s head, for they 
had all come in close, as he was such 
a little chap, and one run was scored 
-twenty-seven runs, and twenty-one 
to make to win.

Then came Howell’s big hit.
After what Dawson had said, he 

was evidently determined to hit out, 
cost what it might. He seemed to 
wake up all of a sudden, 
and made a fearful swipe 
at Minkley’s next ball, a 
wickedly bad stroke. The 
tall went up in the air 
straight for long-on. Long- 
on missed it, and— it dis
appeared

That sounds funn y, 
doesn’t it ? But it is really 
ffhat happened. In the 
Little Field we didn’t play 
ffith boundaries ; the 
boundaries were the hedges and so on all round, 
and we ran every hit right out. Across one corner 
0 held was a sort of drain, and into this 
the ball rolled after long-on had missed it.

Long-on didn’t notice where it had gone, and 
*as hunting for it in the grass beyond; but the 

seen, and began shouting directions. 
J1 he couldn’t find it, and Minkley left the 
>c*et to go and show him where it was. But 

th 1 ^n t either, and the other man in
i,e 'field went to join in the search. Finally, 

e fielders, except Wills Secundus, left their 
,t0 hunt for the ball. And it was dis- 

the • *̂ at ^ ro^ed mto a pipe— where 
ra,n pusses under a place made level to

allow carts and things to go across— and they 
couldn’t get hold of it to get it out.

Meanwhile Howell and little Pettit were run
ning like anything, and we were cheering them 
like mad. They had made five when Wills 
Secundus called “  Lost b a ll! ” Then they 
stopped, but our umpire, Barclay Primus, who 
had also gone to where the ball had disap
peared, shouted, “  No, no ! Go on running ! 
It isn’t ‘ Lost B all’ at a ll! ” and they went on 
running again— which shows the advantage of 
having a good umpire who isn’t afraid of any
body. I think Barclay Primus is an awfully 
good umpire to have.

Wills Seeundus got awfully waxy at that, and 
began to argue the point, but Barclay Primus

••go back! go back! l e g 's got it

soon shut him up. He said that the 
ball couldn’t be lost because they 
knew' where it was. Besides, you 
could see it if you knelt down and 

looked up the pipe; and you could feel it if you 
stuck your arm up. Wills Secundus was furious. 
He called long-on all the names he could think 
o f ; and then, as that didn't mend matters, tried 
to get the ball out himself, but, of course, he 
wasn’t any better able to pull it out than the 
others. And Howell and Pettit kept on run
ning. So at last he sent off Crawford, who was 
the fastest runner on their side— he won the 
junior hundred, and junior two-twenty, and was 
second in the junior quarter last sports— to get 
a pole from the pavilion in the big field to poke 
the ball out.

And Howell and Pettit kept on running.
He was an awful long time away, for it turned



T H E  C A P T A I N .4 -  Iout that the captain o f the first eleven caught him taking the pole, and smacked his head, and wouldn’t let him have it. So he had to explain all about it, and what it was for, and then they laughed at him, and allowed him to bring it.All this while the runs were mounting up, but the batsmen were getting so fagged that they could hardly trot up and down the pitch. A lready they had made sixty-two when the pole arrived and the ball was poked out. Wills Secundus caught hold o f it as it rolled out into the open ditch, and began running towards the wickets.“ One for the th ro w !” we shouted, and

Howell and Pettit began staggering j 0wn .. pitch once more. °  e'Phis made W ills so waxy that he lost his head, shied at the wicket and—missed. Of course all the field had gone down to see the ball got out of the pipe, and there was no one to stop i t  So we made five for the overthrow before the wicket-keeper got hold of it again.Altogether that made sixty-eight or sixty-nine for How ell’s hit, counting the overthrow—we couldn’t be quite certain which, because in the general excitement the umpires and the scorers lost count. However, we put it down at sixty- eight so as to be on the safe sjde. And it only just came in time, for Wills sent an awfully fast “ sneak” down to little Pettit and bowled him with the first ball o f the next over. It was 1 horribly mean of him, for Pettit ; is such a little chap, besides J being done up with all that ru nning; but we couldn’t do anything because the umpires let it pass. >There was a scene, I can tell you, when they came out. We shouted and cheered them like anything, till the master on duty and the prefect came to see what was the matter. We hoisted Howell on our shoulders and carried him round the field in procession, and that made the other side more waxy than ever. .We had made ninety-five in all, which gave us a majority of forty-eight on the first innings; and, of course, that was the only one that counted, because the second innings could not be finished, and it was only a single-day match.From that day Howell beg30 to take an interest in cricket, and improved out of all knowledge. H e  is in the second eleven now, and plays a M  good game, I can tell you; M he has never made another nit like that which helped us to be H e a d  o f  Divisions two
A LL TH E r iE L D  HAD GONE DOWN TO BEE THE BA LL GOT OUT OF TH E PIPE , seasons ago*



WHEN YOU LEAVE SCHOOL
C o n d u c t e d  b y  A, E. M a n n in g  F oste r .

No. XI.— HOW TO PASS THE INDIAN CIVIL.

Some H ints by a Selected C andidate.

Indian Civil,” you continu
ally hear said, “ is the 
hardest of all exams.” A nd 
this is true, for two very 

iood reasons. First o f all, because the com 
petition is big ; it is acknowledged to be the 
finest service in the world, both as regards 
prestige and pay, and, naturally, there are yearly 
a number of men who are anxious to enjoy 
both. Secondly, the standard is very high 
indeed, for under the present regulations, setting 
aside all other comers, t h e . best men from 
Oxford and Cambridge compete.

A very smaTt man xvill get into the I.C.S. in 
the ordinary course of events if he has the 
inclination to do so ; but a man o f fair ability 
need by no means despair, as is proved in the 
case of the writer. It is to such men that the 
following hints are offered, in the hopes that 
they will considerably lighten their task, and 
eventually land them in the haven where they 
would be.

Most readers o f T he C aptain will have 
formed an idea of what they are going to be 
two or three years before they leave school. I f  
they want to go in for the I.C .S., they should 
begin betunes, so as not to be flurried, or 
hurried, or scurried when they get to within a 
year of the exam. First of all, get a book of 
the examination papers; this you can order 
from any bookseller. In it you will find the 
regulations, scope o f the exam., the papers in 
full, tables of marks, and some significant 
statistics. The actual papers you need not 
worry about; they may frighten you, but a 
rareful perusal of the other matter will make 
5'ou familiar with the idea of the exam., and 
s ow you what kind of marks you may expect.

ere I nn:y mention that, except in English 
J553)' and mathematics, the actual marks ob- 
ained arc the result o f your marks in each 

ject less ioo, multiplied by 5-4. In other 
0r s> you must make 100 before you can 

above ^  a'̂  ’  anyl^ 'n8 over *s multiplied as

ai?0" to subjects you should take up 
a Le stl^  c \ school. You will, of course, have 

IOng subject, on which you will eventually 
Class' scri0'arsbip at Oxford or Cambridge. 

lcs> mathematics, and science are equally
iii—49

paying p e r  se, and if you are any good at any 
one branch, you ought* to score at least 1,000, 
as you will see from the marks in the book. 
Being a classical man, I, o f course, plump for 
classics, as a good classic ought to write a good 
essay, answer his history, law, and philosophy 
in good English, and score well in French and 
German. Put your back, therefore, into your 
strong subject, and make sure o f your scholar
ship.

Again, while at school, exercise yourself in 
essay writing. You will see that everyone takes 
up the English essay in the exams. You will 
also be struck by the disparity o f the marks. If 
by the time you go to the ’Varsity your essay is 
good, you should make at least 300. But be 
assured of this, that you can’t “  cram ” the art 
o f essay writing at the last minute. You must 
begin early.

As to history, you will see in the book that 
there are three history subjects— two classical 
and general modern. A  classical man will 
naturally take up classical h istory; but work 
hard at it, for Roman and Greek histories are 
the hardest papers in the exam. H ave the 
general outline and dates at your finger-tips. 
You will not have much time at school for 
general modern history, but the book will give 
you the periods ; if  you have any interest in any 
one, read a book or a novel on that period ; 
I f  you have no choice, ask some master. D on’t 
worry about it, but simply take an interest in it, 
so that when, at the ’Varsity, you go to lectures 
on the subject, you will not be altogether at 
sea.

W e come now to French and German. A  
glance down the marks under these subjects 
will show you that either the marks are good, or 
there is a b lo b ; the latter is to be avoided. If 
you are one of those patriotic, but misguided,
people who hate “ th ose------ foreigners,” get rid
o f this idea as soon as you can. T ry  to respect 
your French master, and learn as much from 
him as he will be delighted to teach you, 
Be careful about your “ comps.” and “ unseens.” 
Read as much Moliere as you c a n ; you will 
find his plays perfectly charming, and quite 
easy ; but they pay. German, perhaps, you will 
have some difficulty in getting. I f  it is taught 
at your school, take it up, and break the ice.



T H E  C A P T A I N .

It is not half so hard as it looks, and' if yon 
ran read and write a little in that language 
before you leave school, it will be a great thing 
done. I was nearly forgetting to explain why 
French and German are so useful. It is very 
simple. In the history, philosophy, and law 
subjects a man has to remember facts, dates, 
rules, and arguments, to answer questions in 
both morning and afternoon papers ; in French 
and German this only applies to the afternoon 
papers. “  Comps.” and “ unseens ” are a matter 
of knack and practice, and they do not overtax 
the memory. I strongly advise you, therefore, 
to take up French and German before you 
leave school, and work at them as well as 
you can without starving your strong subject. 
In this way you will go up to the ’Varsity with 
six or seven subjects well in hand. The other 
three or four must be left to choice or circum
stance when you are “  up.”

We will suppose you have your scholarship at 
some college, and have said au revoir to your 
friends at school. You have a long holiday 
before you— -August, September, and a week or 
two in October. Spend this quite invaluable 
time abroad —  Germany for preference, as you 
will be more behind in that than in F'rench. 
Take a lesson from a German at least three 
times a week, and work well at the grammar 
and conversation. If your conversation at 
table flags, repeat “ O tto ” to them ; it will 
win you a reputation as a humorist. See, 
hear, and talk all you can. Get some cheery 
old Teuton to gossip with you over a “ b ack ” 
or two, and by the time you return to England 
you will know- a considerable amount of Ger
man, and, what is better, take a great interest 
in it. You have had a splendid holiday, and 
have the experience and savoir faire of a man 
who has travelled. This will be of great social 
value at the University.

Your first year “ up,” keep your languages and 
essay going gently but firmly. Begin attend
ing lectures on your period of “  Gen. Mod.,” 
and the other subjects you elect to take up ; 
but in this you must be guided by the college 
authorities, who will, of course, keep you to 
your “ strong” subject. Read a French novel 
cr two, e.g., “ Tartarin de Tarascan,” “ Tartarin 
sur les Alpes,” “  L ’Abbe Constantin,” and, if 
you want a treat, “  Cyrano de Bergerac.” Also 
read an easy German play, and some German 
poetry. Send now and again a German “ comp.” 
to your Teutonic teacher in the Fatherland. 
Fie will be delighted to hear from you again, 
and will return your “ comp.” and letter full of 
corrections; mark, learn, etc., them.

At the end of your first year you will find 
that you have not overworked yourself, unless
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you are abnormal. You will, therefore, ^ 
pining for some good hard work. Go, then 
to a big I.C.S. coach for the Trinity term' 
i.e,, the middle of June to the end of July’ 
There you will get invaluable hints on the 
exam., that is all too close for some men- 
you will get splendid teaching in your special 
and your outside subjects; and, above all, you 
will know exactly what wants the most attention 
in your second and third year’s reading at the 
’Varsity. In short, you will “ know the ropes” 
thoroughly.

You still have two months and a half of 
“  vac.” This time go to France, and do as you 
did in Germany. Take some lessons, read, 
and talk ; all the time keep up your German 
by reading a little every day ; else the glib 
French will oust the sturdy Deutsch from your 
head. By living in the country you will learn a 
great deal very easily, and still have time for 
“  reading ” and real recreation. Moreover, if 
expense is very much an object, living abroad 
in the “ vac.” is cheaper than living in England, 
and much more fun.

At the beginning of your second year you 
should be au fa it  at French and German. 
Begin now to read a book on the literature of 
each language ; if you can, read this in French 
and German. Keep your histories going strong, 
and this year attend to your outlying subjects; 
for you will want your third year for your strong 
subject.

Your second “ vac.”, go again to Germany, 
and read as much as you dan, especially extracts 
from the best authors. Keep up your French, 
and get some one to give you some dictation 
from the French, while you translate ex ttmpon 
into German, and vice versa. This will make 
you quick at both. If you have time, reuse 
your general modern history period with your 
notes. .

This will bring you to your third year, which 
you will have to devote to your strong subject 
especially if you are at Cambridge; for your 
tripos is not far off. You will not have much 
time for your other subjects ; but never lei 
them drop, and, above all, keep your Irene 1 
and German compositions going,

At the end of your third year, t.c., the mid L 
of June, you will have six weeks before t e
I.C.S. exam. Two courses will be open u 
you. If you feel pretty safe in̂  your om 
opinions, take this time quietly. Get away 
the sea, and look up odds and ends, h j 0 
have any inspirations as to likely question̂  
jot them down, and get them up in the w 
of an answer. In general modern msl c 
topical events nearly always suggest a ques’ , 
to the examiner; then why not to you 1
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Test you' v o c a b u la r y  in  y o u r  l a n g u a g e s ,  a n d  
v0ur facts a n d  d a t e s  in  y o u r  h is to r ie s .
' j f  ho"'- v c r , y o u  fe e l  a  b i t  n e r v o u s , s o o t h e  
vcnirself g o in g  t o  t h e  a b o v e  I .O .S .  c o a c h ,  
but don't 'let h im  d r i v e  y o u  t o o  h a r d .

Just before th e  e x a m .,  g o  a w a y  w ith  a  fr ie n d , 
frivolous fo r  c h o i c e ;  a n d , a b o v e  a l l ,  o n e  w h o  
hardly k n o w s w h a t  t h e  I . C . S .  m e a n s . I f  y o u  
can’t keep  o f f  y o u r  w o r k ,  t a k e  a  n o t e - b o o k  o r  
mo with v o u . A b o v e  a l l,  c o m e  u p  t o  t h e  
scratch as "fresh  a s  p a i n t ; d o n ’ t fe e l  a n x io u s ,  
but a hit e x c i t e d ; t h is  s ta te  o f  m in d  w il l  e n 
hance the b r i l l ia n c e  o f  y o u r  a n s w e r s . B e t w e e n  
papers, a v o id  y o u r  f e l lo w  v ic t im s  a s  y o u  w o u ld  
an adder. N o t h i n g  w il l  k e e p  y o u  fr o m  l o o k i n g  
up your s u b je c t  fo r  t h e  n e x t  d a y , b u t  d o n ’t 
learn a n y th in g  n e w , o r  y o u  w il l  w r e c k  y o u r 
self. I f  y o u  fe e l a  b i t  d o n e ,  t a k e  a  g la s s  o f  
champagne w ith  y o u r  d in n e r .  T h i s  w il l  r e v i v e  
sou, and s e n d  y o u  t o  s le e p  w h e n  y o u  tu r n  in .

Finally, w h e n  y o u  h a v e  w r it t e n  y o u r  la s t  
word, go  h o m e , h a v e  a  g o o d  s le e p , a n d  t h in k  
no more a b o u t  it  t i l l  y o u  g e t  a  lo n g  b lu e  
envelope w ith  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  t h a t  y o u  a r e

A  S e l e c t e d  C a n d i d a t e .

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Arthur,—Certainly, writo as often as you like. 

P- W. G.—Many thanks. Send me your name and 
address and I will gladly do as you ask. Hope
ful.—There is no fee. I will return your stamps if 
yon send me your address. Architect.—Application 
lor the Preliminary Examination must be made to 
thesecretary R. I. B. A., Conduit Street, Bond Street, 
ih Nil Desperadum.—Your non de plume is the 
most suitable motto for you. Trv again by all means. 
S. W. B .—I must refer you to the Emigrant’s Infor
mation Office, 31, Broadway, Westminster, S.W.

B—A premium of £50 or £60 a year would secure 
a place as pupil. If you advertise or answer adver
tisements, be careful to make close inquiries. Liber.— 
d) k̂c salary of the chief librarian at the Guildhall 
ts£ioOayear. The head librarian’s of a big borough’s 
series of libraries—a central and its branches—range 
Irom to £-500. (2) Particulars of the Library 
Association can bo obtained from the secretary, 20, 
tan over Square, W. Artist.—Thero is certainly a 
?°<xl chance lor a clever artist—a better chance than 
Ever before :.o make money rapidly. When it is 
considered (hat in connection with a penny illustrated 
paper alone over a thousand people annually help to 
nsirate in; pages, you will see what scope there is. 

o. y aot s—'l in some of your sketches to the art 
'«• Hu will, at any rate, give you a candid 

I*nio». Don't place too much reliance upon the 
r 1® °1 >-’|ir mother in this respect. G. P.--(l) 
• mslupmnn begins at £31 18s. 6d. per annum; a 

'r!!*ut_eilatit at £01 5s.; a lieutenant at £182 10s.; 
aimfees "" the training ship amount to £75 per 

m.andwiil, extras about £100. (3) Promotion 
S. S1 v il Srea" <de£Ll depends upon influence. 
Homi, o °u mU8fc obtain a nomination from the 

secretary. Writo to your member of Parlia

ment. C. D. H. —Write to Civil Service Com
missioners, Victoria Street, S.W. E. H. W.—Con
sult our advertisement pages. You will find the 
names of several excellent coaches there. CustOS-— 
An assistant of Customs gets a minimum salary of 
£70, rising by £5 annually to £105. The assistant 
next gets promotion to a second-class examining 
officership with £110, rising by £7 10s. annually to 
£220. First class examining officers get £230, rising 
by £10 annually to £340. Finally, as you are a 
graduate of London University, you will not bo 
required to pass any Entrance Examination, but can 
be entered straight away at any one of the four Inns 
of Court on payment of the necessary fees. The 
amount of these fees was given in the October number 
of T he C aptain. A s you have had entry as a student 
you will be required to keep your terms by dining in 
the hall of the Inn of Court to which you belong, not 
less than three times in each term. Twelve terms 
have to be kept, and, at the end of them, the examin
ation for Call must be passed. This examination 
may be taken in two parts if desired, the first part to 
be passed before you have finished keeping your 
terms. W- G. H.—Why not try the Figaro ? Hugo’s 
Illustrated French Journal would also be useful. 
Desirous.—Seventeen is not too old for the Merchant 
Servic?, but you are too old for the Navy. Inquirer.— 
Enter the foundry as a clerk, and study civil engineer
ing in your spare time. If in any way possible, put in a 
course at an engineering college or a technical school. 
Ambitious.—Cannot advise you to take up literature 
on the strength of your having run a small monthly 
magazine. Why not do as your father wishes ? Go 
into the engineering, and write as much as you like in 
your spare time. B.A.—To take your degree at tlio 
London University, you must first pass the Matricu
lation Examination ; then go in for the Intermediate 
Arts, and then the final, Bachelor of Arts examina
tion. Particulars of subjects can be obtained from 
the Registrar, University of London, Burlington 
House, Burlington Gardens, W. You would certainly 
need to go to a good “ coach”; you will find the 
names of several in our advertising pages. Accoun
tant.—Unless you want to join the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants, there would be no examina
tion. C. C.—Certainly it is a gentleman’s position, 
and will be in no way inferior to that which you now 
hold. J, S-—If you desire to become an actuary, the 
first step to be taken is to obtain a position as clerk 
in the office of an insurance company or society, in 
the actuary’s department. A few actuaries practice 
ns solicitors and take pupils, but this would involve 
the payment of a premium; while, if you become a 
clerk in an office, you will receive a salary, even though 
it be a very small one, from the outset. The interests 
of the profession are guarded by the Institute of 
Actuaries, whose offices are at Staple Inn Hall, 
London, W.C. It puts those who wish to become 
Fellows of the Institute through the Student and 
Associate stages, no person under sixteen being 
eligible as a student, nor under twenty-one as an 
associate. I. D.—To become an Associate of the 
Royal School of Mines, you must enter the School 
at South Kensington, where, after three years, you 
can gain your associate degree in metallurgy or 
mining, or both, which will materially help you in 
your career. The training occupies three years, and 
for the first two years the fees amount to £75, and 
they vary from £30 to £40 for the third year. Before 
entering for the Associatesliip, however, it is neces
sary to pass in the elementary stages of mathematics, 
mechanics, chemistry, physics, etc., at the examina
tion of the Department of Science and Art.
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“  / " i  E T  o u t  o f  th is  ! C l e a r  o u t  o f  m y  y a r d  ! ”  
V J  r o a r e d  t h e  s q u a t t e r ,  a s  w e ll  a s  h e  c o u ld ,  

o n  r is in g  t o  h is  f e e t ; fo r  t h e  c a lf - p e n  la y  
t h r e e  i n c h e s  d e e p  in  t h e  v e r y  f in e s t  a n d  d r ie s t  o f  
N i c h o ls o n  R i v e r  d u s t ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  i t  h a d  g o t  
in t o  h is  m o u t h .  T h e  h a l f - d o z e n  s t o c k m e n  in  
t h e  im m e d ia t e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  l o o k e d  a t  o n e  
a n o t h e r  w o n d e r in g ly ,  fo r  n o n e  o f  t h e m  h a d  e v e r  
s e e n  M a c k e n z i e  o f  C u l d a r a  l o s e  h is  t e m p e r  
b e fo r e ,  b u t  t h e y  a l l  a g r e e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  p e r f e c t ly  
j u s t i f i e d  in  d o in g  s o  o n  t h e  p r e s e n t  o c c a s io n . 
T h e  f a c t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  w a s  t h a t  a  n u m b e r  o f  
s t u r d y  c a lv e s ,  w h i c h  h a d  e s c a p e d  t h e  la r g e  
h a l f - y e a r ly  m u s te r , h a d  b e e n  d r iv e n  in t o  th e  
b r a n d in g - p e n , a n d  in  h is  a w k w a r d  a n d  fu t i le  
e n d e a v o u r s  t o  h o l d  a  s p ir i t e d  y e a r - o ld ,  w h ic h  
h e  h a d  j u s t  r o p e d ,  S w a n , t h e  “ N e w  C h u m ,”  a s  
h e  w a s  c a l l e d ,  h a d  s o m e h o w  g o t  t h e  r o p e  m ix e d  
u p  w ith  t h e  b o s s ’s  le g s ,  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  w a s  a  
m o s t  ig n o m i n i o u s  s p i l l  fo r  t h e  la t te r .

S w a n  h a d  o n l y  b e e n  a t  w o r k  f i v e  d a y s  o n  
t h e  s t a t io n , a n d  t h is  w a s  b y  n o  m e a n s  t h e  firs t 
t i m e  h e  h a d  g iv e n  a c t u a l  p r o o f  o f  h is  la c k  o f  
e x p e r ie n c e — s o  fa r , a t  le a s t ,  a s  t h e  b r a n d in g  
a n d  o t h e r w is e  h a n d l in g  o f  c a t t l e  w e r e  c o n 
c e r n e d .  B u t  t h e n , h e  h a d  t o l d  t h e  b o s s  b e fo r e  
h e  w a s  e n g a g e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  o n l y  h i t h e r t o  
w o r k e d  o n  a  s h e e p  s t a t io n , a n d  k n e w  n e x t  t o  
n o t h i n g  a b o u t  c a t t le .  S o , b e in g  s h o r t - h a n d e d  
j u s t  t h e n , a n d  s e e in g  t h a t  h e  w a s  e v id e n t l y  a  
q u ie t  a n d  w e l l- b r o u g h t - u p  y o u n g  fe l lo w , w h o , 
m o r e o v e r ,  c o u l d  s it  o n  a  h o r s e ’s  b a c k  w it h  t h e  
b e s t  o f  t h e m , M a c k e n z i e  h a d  e n g a g e d  h im  fo r  a  
w e e k  o n  t r ia l.

S w a n  w a s  c o v e r e d  w it h  c o n f u s io n ,  a n d  c a m e

fo n v a r d  m u t t e r in g  a n  a b j e c t  a p o l o g y ;  but the 
s q u a t t e r  m is u n d e r s t o o d  h im , a n d , as he was 
b e a t in g  s o m e  o f  t h e  s u p e r f lu o u s  d u st from his 
C r i m e a n  s h ir t  a n d  m o le s k i n  tro u s e rs  with his 
b r o a d - b r im m e d  fe lt  h a t ,  h e  c r i e d :—

“ T h a t ’s  e n o u g h !  I  w a n t  n o  m ore of it! 
A  m a n  w h o  h a s n ’t g o t  s t r e n g t h  e n o u g h  to hold 
a  c a lf ,  o r  s e n s e  e n o u g h  t o  l e t  g o  a  rope when 
h e  s e e s  i t ’s  g o i n g  to  d o  d a m a g e , is o f  no use 
t o  m e .”  ,

W i t h o u t  a n o t h e r  w o r d  t h e  N e w  C h u m  turned 
a n d  le f t  t h e  y a r d .  A s  h e  w a s  c ra w lin g  through 
t h e  s lip -r a i ls  th e  s q u a t te r ,  in  a  m o re  subdued 
v o ic e ,  c a l l e d  a f t e r  h im  :—

“ I  s a y , S w a n , y o u  n e e d n ’t g o  to d a y . Its 
t o o  la t e  f o r  a  s t a r t  n o w ; a n y  t im e  to-morrow 
o r  t h e  n e x t  d a y ’ll d o .”

B u t  t h e  N e w  C h u m  d i d  n o t  see m  to hear, 
a n d  w a s  w a lk i n g  s lo w ly  u p  th e  track  towards 
t h e  s t a t io n  b u i ld in g s .  T h e  s to c k m e n  exchanged 
g la n c e s  a n d  s m ile d .  T h o s e  w h o  knew the 
b o s s  b e s t  s p e c u la t e d  in w a r d ly  a s  to  how lone 
i t  w o u ld  b e  b e fo r e  h e  fo l lo w e d  u p  the man 
h e  h a d  j u s t  d is c h a r g e d ,  a n d , m u tterin g  some; 
t h i n g  a b o u t  “ h a v in g  b e e n  j u s t  a  trifle riled, 
t e l l  h im  t o  g o  o n  w it h  h is  w o r k  again.

M a c k e n z i e  s h o o k  t h e  d u s t  o u t o f  his gf®1' 
b l o n d e  b e a r d  t h a t  s p a r k le d  o n  h is  b road chest, 
a n d  r e m a r k e d  :—  .

“  S m o k e  o h , b o y s  ! I  f a n c y  it ’s about tm> 
w e  d i d  a  r e s t .”  A n d  s o  s a y in g  lie  chm 
u p  o n  t o  t h e  t o p  r a i l  o f  t h e  fen ce , and sc 
a n  e x a m p le  b y  p u l l i n g  o u t  h is  p in e.

I t  w a s  a  h o t  d a y  e v e n  f o r  th e  Never-Nc  ̂
c o u n t r y  o f  t h e  C a r p e n t a r ia n  C u l f ,  an d  tha >
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Saving a go o d  d e a l  fo r  a  p la c e  w h e r e  t h e  t h e r 
mometer s o m e tim e s  s t a n d s  f o r  d a y s  a n d  n ig h t s  
together in d ie  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  o f  i 2 o d e g s .  in  th e  
shade. There  w a s  a n  i n s u p p o r t a b l e  g la r e  fr o m  
the white d u st in  th e  y a r d  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  in t e n s e  
sunH it, fo r r ig h t  o v e r h e a d  t h e  g r e a t  o r b  o f  
day Fooked d o w n  l ik e  a  q u iv e r in g  b a ll  o f  f ir e  
from a c lo u d le ss , n e v e r - c h a n g in g  s k y  o f  s t e e l 
like blue. T h e  b r o w n , u n b a r k e d  m o r t is e d  
posts and ra ils  o f  t h e  l a b y r i n t h i n e  y a r d s  th r e w  
shadows as b la c k  a s  i n k — t h e y  w e r e  s h a r p , 
dearly-defined, p a lp a b le  th in g s . O u t s i d e  th e  
rails, on o n e  s id e , w a s  a  d e n s e  g o ld e n - w a t t le  
rcrub, from w h ic h  t h e  o r g a n - m a g p ie  p i p e d  its  
beautiful s o n g  in  t h e  e a r ly  m o r n in g . O n  a n 
other side w as a  fo r e s t  o f  t i- tr e e s , l o o k i n g  fo r  
all the w o rld  l ik e  a  
sleep)’, o ld  - c o u n tr y  
orchard m in u s  i t s  
vivid co louring. A n d  
away to th e e a s t  la y  
the p a r k - lik e  b u s h  
proper, w ith its  lo n g , 
deep ch ain  o f  l i ly -  
draped la g o o n s, w ith  
its gentle rise o n  th e  
right on w h ich  h a d  
been built th e  r o u g h  
bark-covered s h e d s , 
and the b e tte r c la s s  
ofbuildings w ith  th e ir  
white g le a m in g  ro o fs  
of galvanised iro n . I t  
was a typ ica l c a t t le  
station on th e  n e w ly  
opened-up c o u n t r y  
of n o rth  - w e s t e r n  
Queensland. C lo s e  to  
the fence a fire o f  d r y  
logs was b u rn in g , a n d  
ot which a  ro w  o f  
branding-irons w e r e  
beating. T h e  v e r y  
|'gbt o f the l i t t le  r e d  f la m e s  th a t  d a n c e d  a n d  
kapt in th e  f ie r c e  w h it e  s u n l ig h t  w a s  e n o u g h  
to throw o n e  in to  a  p r o f u s e  p e r s p ir a t io n . A  

billy o l te a  w a s  s t e w in g  b y  t h e  f ir e , a n d  
e dusty s to c k m e n  h e lp e d  t h e m s e lv e s  t o  its  

a C00̂ temerity> d e a r l y  s h o w in g  
t the w o rd s ta n n in  a n d  in d ig e s t io n  b a d  n o  

S|gmficatioii to  th e m .
h , 0r a ! - v  m in u t e s  a f t e r  t h e  N e w  C h u m  
on f en ‘ 1;s d e p a r t u r e  n o  o n e  s p o k e ,  u n t i l  

e of th o se  w r e t c h e d , n o n d e s c r ip t  lo a fe r s , 
of a OCCasion;illy  d o  a  l i t t le  w o r k  fo r  t h e  s a k e  

B p euan ^ -s, j e r k e d  h is  h e a d  in  t h e  d i r e c t io n  
that,e , lsaP.D ear>ng S w a n , a n d  d r a w le d  o u t  w ith  

( tn onatton p e c u l ia r  t o  N e w  S o u t h  W a l e s  :—  
ancy e s  s o m e t h in ’ ’e  d o e s , l  o o  |big fo r

’ is  b o o t s .  W a s h e s  t h r e e  t i m e s  a  d a y  r e g ’ la r  a s
c lo c k w o r k .  C r i c k y -----------”

“  I f  y o u  o n l y  w a s h e d  o n c e  a  d a y ,  J o e  
W i l l i a m s ,  y o u ’d  b e  p l e a s a n t e r  c o m p a n y , ”  r e 
m a r k e d  t h e  s q u a t t e r  q u i e t l y .  A n d  t h e  m e n  
r o a r e d  a g a in  a s  t h e  d i s c o m f i t e d  J o e  l i t e r a l l y  
a n d  m e t a p h o r i c a l l y  “ g o t  d o w n  f r o m  t h e  f e n c e , ”  
in s t e a d  o f ,  a s  h e  h a d  e x p e c t e d ,  b e in g  c o m 
m e n d e d  f o r  h i s  p o l i t i c  r e m a r k s .

I n  t h e  m e a n t im e  t h e  d i s c h a r g e d  m a n  w a s  
w a l k i n g  u p  t h e  t r a c k  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n .  T o  t e l l  
t h e  t r u t h  h e  d i d  n o t  s e e m  t o  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
u p s e t  a b o u t  h i s  r e c e n t  l i t t l e  f r i c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
s q u a t t e r  a n d  h i s  s u b s e q u e n t  d i s c h a r g e .  I n d e e d ,  
t h o u g h  h e  f e l t  a n n o y e d  a n d  d i s t r e s s e d  t h a t  h e  
s h o u ld  h a v e  g i v e n  t h e  w o r t h y  s q u a t t e r  s u c h  v e r y

g o o d  c a u s e  f o r  a n 
n o y a n c e ,  h e  c o u l d  n o t  
h e lp  s m i l i n g  t o  h i m 
s e l f  a s  h e  t h o u g h t  
o v e r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  
W o u l d  h e  g o  a t  o n c e ,  
o r  w o u l d  h e  s t a y  ? h e  
a s k e d  h i m s e l f .  H e  
t h o u g h t  h e  h a d  b e t t e r  
g o ,  a n d  t h a t  a t  o n c e .  
H e  w o u l d  p r o c e e d  t o  
t h e  M a c A r t h u r  R i v e r ,  
s o m e  2 2 s  m i le s  f a r t h e r  
o n ,  a n d  h a v e  a  l o o k  a t  
t h e  c o u n t r y .  B y  t h e  
t i m e  h e  g o t  b a c k  t h e  
s q u a t t e r ’s a n g e r  w o u ld  
d o u b t le s s  h a v e  e v a p o 
r a t e d .  L u c k i l y  h e  s a w  
h is  t w o  h o r s e s  s t a n d 
i n g  c lo s e  t o  t h e  e n 
t r a n c e  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  
p a d d o c k .  H e  w o u ld  
g o  i n t o  t h e  m e n ’s h u t ,  
r o l l  u p  h i s  s w a g ,  a n d ,  
g e t t i n g  h i s  b r i d l e ,  
c a t c h  t h e m ,  s a d d le -  

u p ,  a n d  b e  o f f  b e f o r e  t h e  s q u a t t e r  a n d  h i s  m e n  
c a m e  b a c k  f r o m  t h e  y a r d .  B u t  t h e r e  w a s  M i s s  
M a c k e n z i e ,  t h e  s q u a t t e r ’ s  d a u g h t e r — h e  m u s t  
s e e  h e r  b e f o r e  h e  t o o k  h i s  d e p a r t u r e .

H i s  r i d i n g  h o r s e  w a s  s a d d le d ,  a n d  h i s  p a c k -  
h o r s e  lo a d e d  u p .  H e  t i e d  t h e m  t o  t h e  f e n c e ,  
a n d  a s  h e  w e n t  o v e r  t o  t h e  d w e l l i n g - h o u s e  h e  
m e t  h e r  c o m i n g  d o w n  t h e  v e r a n d a h  s t e p s — a  
t a l l ,  l i s s o m e  s l i p  o f  a  g i r l ,  w i t h  t h e  s o f t  d u s k  
o f  t h e  s u n ’s  k is s  u p o n  h e r  c h e e k s ,  w i t h  a  w o n 
d e r f u l  w e a l t h  o f  s i l k y  b r o w n  h a i r ,  a n d  a n  
in s c r u t a b le  l o o k  i n  h e r  la r g e  d a r k  e y e s .  H e  
h a d  n o t  t h o u g h t  b e f o r e  t h a t  s h e  w a s  s o  
p r e t t y .

“ W h e r e  a r e  y o u  g o in g ,  M r .  S w a n ? ”  s h e  
a s k e d ,  l o o k i n g  i n q u i r i n g l y  a t  t h e  h o r s e s .

"G O T THE BACK," HE REPLIED, BLtJNTLV.
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“  G o t  th e  s a c k , ” h o  r e p l i e d  b lu n t ly , a n d  th e n  
h e  t o l d  h e r  w h a t  h a d  o c c u r r e d .

“ Y o u ’d  b e t t e r  n o t  g o ,”  s h e  s a id , r e g a r d in g  h im  
w ith  a n  u n w o n t e d  s e r io u s n e s s  in  h e r  f in e  e y e s .  
“  F a t h e r  w i l l  b e  s o  s o r r y . H e  is  h a s t y  a t  
t im e s , b u t  it  n e v e r  la s ts  fo r  m o r e  t h a n  a  
m in u t e  o r  tw o . I t ’s  h a r d ly  s a fe  g o in g  t h r o u g h  
t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  n o  w h ite  s e t t le r s  
a n d  t h e  b l a c k s  a r e  b a d . B e s id e s ,  y o u  m ig h t  
h a v e  a n o t h e r  a t t a c k  o f  t h e  f e v e r .”

I n  a n  i d le  m o m e n t ,  t o  a m u s e  h im s e lf ,  h e  h a d  
g u e s s e d  h e r  a g e  a t  e ig h t e e n  o r  n i n e t e e n — a  m e r e  
g ir l  c o m p a r in g  h e r  a g e  w ith  h is , b u t  n o w  it 
s e e m e d  t o  h im  a s  i f  s h e  w e r e  t h e  o ld e r  o f  th e  
tw o .

“  O h ,  I ’ll b e  a l l  r ig h t ,”  h e  r e m a r k e d  c a r e le s s ly .  
“  Y o u ’ ll  e x c u s e  m e  fo r  w a n t in g  t o  s a y  g o o d - b y e  
t o  y o u , w o n ’t  y o u  ? B u t  th e  c h a n c e s  a r e  I  m a y  
n o t  s e e  y o u  a g a i n .”  A n d  l i f t in g  h is  h a t  h e  
t u r n e d  a s  i f  t o  g o .

“  W o n ’ t y o u  s h a k e  h a n d s  ? ”  s h e  a s k e d ,  w ith  
a  h in t  o f  r e s e n t m e n t  in  h e r  e y e s  a n d  in  h e r  
v o ic e .  T h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  t r a c e  o f  fa ls e  m o d e s t y  
in  h e r  m a n n e r .

A s  t h e y  s h o o k  h a n d s  th e ir  e y e s  m e t , b u t  
n e i t h e r  s p o k e  a  w o r d . I n  a n o t h e r  m in u t e  h e  
w a s  g o n e .

T w o  h o u r s  l a t e r  th e  s q u a t t e r  c a m e  o v e r  to  th e  
d w e l l in g - h o u s e  l o o k in g  r a th e r  p u t  o u t.

“  W h a t ’s t h e  m a t te r , d a d  ? ”  a s k e d  t h e  g ir l 
i n n o c e n t ly .  S h e  h a d  a  p r e t t y  g o o d  g u e s s  a s  
to  w h a t  w a s  t h e  m a tte r , b u t  t h e n , a l l  w o m e n  
a r e  d a u g h t e r s  o f  E v e .

“  T h a t  y o u n g  fo o l ,  S w a n  ! ”  b r o k e  o u t  th e  
s q u a t t e r ,  t r y in g  h a r d  t o  w a x  in d ig n a n t .  “  H e  
r i le d  m e  a  b i t  in  t h e  y a r d ,  a n d  I  to ld  h im  t o  
g o  u p  t o  J a c k s o n  a n d  g e t  h is  m o n e y .  N e v e r  
in t e n d e d  fo r  a  m o m e n t  t o  le t  h im  g o , b u t  h e ’s  
g o n e ,  a n d  h a s n ’t b e e n  n e a r  J a c k s o n  t o  d r a w  a  
p e n n y — c o n f o u n d  h is  p r id e  ! A n d  th e  w o r s t  o f  
it  is  I h a d  t a k e n  r a th e r  a  l i k i n g  t o  th e  b e g g a r  ! 
O h ,  c o n f o u n d  h im  ! D o  y o u  k n o w  w h ic h  w a y  
h e  w e n t , D o r o t h y  ? ”

“ H e  m u s t  b e  n e a r  t h e  T w e l v e - M i le  b y  th is  
t i m e ,”  r e p l i e d  t h e  g ir l ,  a s  i f  t h e  s u b j e c t  d i d  n o t  
p a r t ic u la r ly  in te r e s t  h e r . “  B u t  h e r e ’s  a  c o u p l e  
o f  le t t e r s  f o r  y o u , d a d . A  s t o c k m a n  fr o m  
G a m e ’s b r o u g h t  s o m e  o f  o u r  m a i l  a l o n g .”

A f t e r  r e a d i n g  h is  le t t e r s  t h e  s q u a t t e r  s e e m e d  
lo s t  in  t h o u g h t .

' “  W h a t  is  t h e  m a t te r , d a d  ? Y o u  lo o k  
s e r io u s ,  ”  c o m m e n t e d  h is  d a u g h te r .

“  N o t h i n g ; o n ly  I  t h in k  y o u ’ l l  h a v e  t o  g o  
b a c k  t o  S y d n e y  a n d  s t a y  w it h  y o u r  a u n t ,  th e  
j u d g e ’s w ife . T h i s  is  n o  p la c e  f o r  a  g ir l  w h o  h a s  
b e e n  b r o u g h t  u p  a s  y o u  h a v e  b e e n . W h e n  I 
h a v e  t o u c h e d  fi f ty  t h o u s a n d  p o u n d s  I ’ll c o m e  
s o u t h  t o o , a n d  t h a t ’ ll b e  b e fo r e  v e r y  lo n g . I ’v e  
a  le t t e r  fr o m  m y  p a r tn e r , C o n w a y ,  in  M e lb o u r n e ,

a n d  h e ’s s e n d in g  h is  s o n  u p  h e re  as agreed 
u p o n . H e ’ll a r r iv e  in  B u r k e to w n  within th- 
n e x t  few ' d a y s ,  a n d  I ’ll h a v e  to  g o  in for ^ c 
I  t h i n k  I ’ ll t a k e  y o u  in  w ith  m e , an d  send vc 
b a c k  t o  S y d n e y  b y  t h e  b o a t  th a t fetches him 
W o n d e r  w h a t  t h e  y o u n g  fe llo w ' is  lik e ?  His 
s h a r e  in  th e  s t a t io n  is  w o r th  a  g o o d  twentv 
t h o u s a n d  n o w , b u t  a s  t h e r e ’s tw o  thousand 
s q u a r e  m ile s  o f  c o u n t r y ,  it c o u ld  stand five 
t im e s  t h e  s t o c k .”

“  D a d ,  I ’ m  n o t  g o i n g  d o w n  to  Syd ney just 
y e t , ”  s a id  th e  g ir l ,  “ b u t  I ’ll g o  in a  few weeks 
fr o m  n o w . I ’d  b e t t e r  h a v e  th e  bachelors' 
q u a r t e r s  lo o k e d  to , s e e i n g  y o u r  v is ito r  is comin* 
s o  s o o n .  I w is h  h e  b a d  s ta y e d  aw ay a  Hub 
lo n g e r . B y  t h e  w a y , I  w o n d e r  w here all that 
s m o k e  is c o m i n g  fr o m  ? I t  h a s  b een  in the 
a ir  n o w  fo r  f o u r  o r  f iv e  d a y s , a n d  is getting 
t h i c k e r .”  5

T h e  N e w  C h u m  h a d  o n l y  g o t  as far as the 
N i n e - M il e  C r e e k ,  w h e n  h e  tu r n e d  o u t to camp 
fo r  t h e  n ig h t . H e  h o b b l e d  h is  horses where 
t h e r e  w a s  g o o d  fe e d ,  b o i l e d  h is  “  b illy ,” and 
u n r o l le d  b is  b l a n k e t s  u n d e r  a  s h a d y  Bauhania 
tr e e . H e  w a s  v e r y  c o m f o r t a b le ,  b u t he did nor 
e x a c t ly  l ik e  th a t  s m e l l  o f  s m o k e  in th e  air. He 
h a d  o n l y  o n c e  in  h is  l i fe  s e e n  a  b u sh  fire, but he 
d id  n o t  w is h  t o  s e e  a n o t h e r .  T h e  gruesome 
h o r r o r  o f  t h e  s ig h t  w a s  s u ff ic ie n t  to  last him a 
l i fe t im e . B u t  t h e  te a  t a s t e d  a s  o n ly  tea made in 
a  b i l l y  c a n  ta s te , t h e  J o h n n i e  c a k e s  a n d  the cold 
b o i l e d  m e a t  wre r e  e x c e l l e n t ,  a n d  the after pipe 
w a s  a  t h in g  t o  c o n ju r e  t h e  m in d  from  the things 
o f  t h i s  e a r th . L a t e r  o n , w h e n  h e  rigged his 
m o s q u it o  n e t ,  a n d  t u r n e d  in to  his blankets, he 
h a d  a lm o s t  f o r g o t t e n  a l l  a b o u t  h is unfortunate 
a d v e n t u r e  in  t h e  b r a n d i n g  p e n . Soon he saw 
t h e  j e w e l l e d  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s  a p p e a r  in the blue 
v a u lt  o f  t h e  e t e r n a l  h e a v e n s ,  a n d  h e  heard the 
s h u d d e r i n g  c r o o n  o f  t h e  ’ p o ssu m  from the 
h o l lo w  tr e e , a n d  t h e  m o r p o k e ’s weird chant 
fr o m  u n s e e n  d e p t h s  o f  g le a m in g  golden-wattle. 
T h e n ,  w h e n  t h e s e  s o u n d s  g r e w  d ista n t and in
d is t in c t ,  it  s e e m e d  t o  h im  a s  i f  h e  w ere gating 
in t o  t h e  g r e a t  d a r k  e y e s  o f  a  g ir l w hose sweet, 
t h o u g h t f u l  f a c e  w a s  f r a m e d  in  a w ealth  of silk) 
h a ir , a n d  w h o  v e r y  m u c h  r e s e m b le d  the squat
t e r ’s  d a u g h t e r ,  D o r o t h y .

A t  n o o n  n e x t  d a y  S w a n  h a d  h a lted  to camp 
fo r  h is  m id d a y  m e a l .  H i s  s a d d le s  and gear 
w e r e  c lo s e  a t  h a n d , a n d  h is  h o rses a coupe 
o f  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  o f f  c r o p p in g  the sonie* 3 
d r y  g r a s s . H e  w a s  in  w h a t  see m e d  to be 
d e a d  fo r e s t  o f  w o o l ly - b u t t  tr e e s  and pines. * 
k n e w  t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a  p r e t ty  Dad bus ^  
s o m e w h e r e ,  j u d g i n g  b y  t h e  s m o k o , which wi 
t h e  la s t  fe w  h o u r s  h a d  b e c o m e  unpleasa • 
d e n s e ,  b u t  h e  h a d  b e e n  s tr a n g e ly  absent-nun
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41 the f o r e n o o n ,  a n d  h a d  p a i d  b u t  l i t t l e  h e e d  t o  
‘ p e rh a p s  l i e  w a s  t h i n k i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  a  p a i r  
of d a rk  e y e ^  t h a n  h e  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  d o in g ,  
or p e rh a p s  i i e  w a s  o n l y  a b o u t  t o  h a v e  a n o t h e r  
attack o f  fe v e r .  I n  p o i n t  o f  f a c t ,  h i s  h e a d  f e l t  
nueer n o w , a n d  h e  w a s  b e c o m i n g  c h i l l y  d e s p i t e  
the fa c t t h a t  t h e  s u n  b la z e d  d o w n  w i t h  a  p i t i l e s s  
rigour f r o m  a  q u i v e r i n g ,  c o p p e r - c o lo u r e d  s k y .  
It*w as n o  u s e  t r y i n g  t o  e a t ,  o r  b o i l  h i s  b i l l y ,  
a lthough in  a l l  t r u t h  h e  f e l t  t h i r s t y  e n o u g h .  B u t  
there w as n o  b r i g h t - e y e d  g i r l  n o w  t o  c o m e  a n d  
see i f  h is  c a n v a s  b a g  w e r e  f u l l  o f  c o o l ,  c le a r  
w a t e r .  H e  
c r a w l e d  o u t  
from u n d e r  t h e  
shade, a n d  la y  
on h i s  f a c e  
among th e  d r y ,  
rank g rass  in  
the s c o rc h in g ,  
t r o p ic a l  s u n 
s h in e . S u d 
denly he  s a t u p  
and lis te n e d . A  
b r e e z e  h a d  
sprung u p  o u t  
of the w e s t, a n d  
far o ff h e  c o u ld  
bear a  h o l lo w  
booming a n d  
crashing, ju s t  a s  
if the d is c h a rg e : 
o fd is ta n tp ie c e s  
of a r t ille ry  w a s  
b e in gde ad ene d  
by the s o u n d  o t  
th e  s u r f .  A  
scree ch ing flo ck  
of pa rro ts  a n d  
cockatoos f le w  
fast h im  as i f  
in te rro r, w i t h  
deafening c la n -  
jour. S e v e ra l 
k a n g a r o o s  
jame b o u n d in g
'"to v iew , t h e i r  g r e a t  t a i l s  b e a t i n g  a  h o l l o w 
sounding t a t t o o  u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  a n d  a t  s ig h t  
0 h im  s h o t o f f  e a s t w a r d  t h r o u g h  t h e  t h i c k  
'unber a g a in . T h e n  h e  l e a p t  t o  h i s  f e e t  i n  
- nn as th e  t h u n d e r o u s  d r u m m i n g  o f  h o r s e s ’
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hoofs came u p  o u t  o f  t h e  s a m e  d i r e c t io n ,  a n d
“1 another m in u te  a  h e r d  o f  w i ld  h o r s e s ,  w ith  

earning ta le s  a n d  m a n e s ,  c a m e  s t a m p e d in g  
fj.b shaking th e  v e r y  e a r t h  w ith  t h e ir  fu r io u s  
* °h T h e y  h a r d ly  s e e m e d  t o  n o t i c e  h im  

,, ^  niad c a r e e r . H e  k n e w  n o w  o n l y  t o o  
"hat th e  h e a d l o n g  f l ig h t  o f  t h e  a n im a l 
10n M eant. T h e  b u s h  f ir e  w a s  a p p r o a c h 

in g , a n d  u n le s s  h e  w a n t e d  t o  b e  b u r n e d  t o  
a  c in d e r  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  s a d d l e  u p  a n d  b e  
o f f  l i k e  t h e  w in d . H e  l i f t e d  h is  e y e s  t o  a  
lo w  r a n g e  o f  w o o d e d  h i lls  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  a  
c o u p l e  o f  m ile s  d is t a n t ,  a n d  h e  s a w  a  s ig h t  
t h a t  s t r u c k  te r r o r  in t o  h is  h e a r t .  A  g r e a t  
g lo w i n g  w a l l  o f  f ir e  w a s  t r a v e l l in g  a lo n g  i t  w it h  
a  r a p id i t y  t h a t  w a s  a p p a l l in g ,  s e n d i n g  c lo u d s  o f  
s m o k e  a n d  b u r n in g  debris  h ig h  i n t o  t h e  a ir , l i k e  
t h e  m a t t e r  v o m i t e d  fr o m  t h e  j a w s  o f  a n  a c t i v e  
v o lc a n o .  T h e  w i n d  w a s  f r e s h e n in g  ; u n le s s  h e  
l o o k e d  s h a r p  t h e  f ir e  w o u ld  b e  o n  h im  b e f o r e

m a n y  m in u t e s .
H e  c a u g h t  

u p  h is  b r i d l e  
a n d  h a lte r ,  a n d  
m a d  e o v e r  t o  
h i s  h o r s e s .  
L u c k i l y ,  t h e y  
h a d  n o t  s t a m 
p e d e d  w ith  t h e  
w i ld  m o b . H e  
c a u g h t  h i s  
s a d d l e  h o r s e ,  
a n d  h a d  j u s t  
u n h o b b le d  t h e  
p a c k - h o r s e  
w h e n ,  s c a r e d  
b y  s o m e  s t r a y  
s c r u b  c a t t l e  
t h a t  d a s h e d  
p a s t  j u s t  t h e n ,  
i t  b r o k e  a w a y  
a n d  d  i s  a  p - 
p e a r e d  in  t h e  
d i r e c t io n  o f  t h e  
t r a c k  a l o n g  
w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  
j u s t  t r a v e l le d .  
N o w  it  m e a n t  
t h a t  h e  m u s t  
l e a v e  h is  p a c k -  
s a d d l e s  a n d ,  
m o s t  l i k e l y ,  
m o s t  o f  h i s  
e f f e c t s  b e h in d .

T h e  c r a s h i n g  a n d  t h e  r o a r in g  fr o m  t h e  fire  w a s  
c o m i n g  n e a r e r  a n d  n e a r e r . P a lp i t a t i n g  l i v i n g  
t h in g s  in  a n  a g o n y  o f  fe a r  d a s h e d  p a s t  h im  r e g a r d 
le s s  o f  h is  p r e s e n c e .  W a l la b ie s  a n d  k a n g a r o o s ,  
w i t h  th e ir  n a t u r a l  e n e m y , t h e  d i n g o ,  r a n  s h o u ld e r  
t o  s h o u ld e r ,  j o s t l i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  th e ir  w i ld  
r a c e  fo r  l i fe .  H e  f lu n g  h is  s a d d l e  o n  t h e  h o r s e ,  
t h a t  n o w  h a d  b e c o m e  r e s t iv e  a n d  a n x io u s  t o  b e  
o f f ; it  w a s  o n l y  w it h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i f f i c u lt y  th a t  
h e  c o u l d  g e t  i t  to  s t a n d  q u ie t ly  e n o u g h  u n t i l  h e  
t i g h t e n e d  t h e  g ir th s . A n d  a l l  t h e  t i m e  th e  a g u e  
w a s  u p o n  h im , a n d  in  t h a t  f u r io u s  h e a t  a n d  
b l in d in g ,  s t i f l in g  s m o k e  h e  w a s  s h a k in g  l i k e  s.
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p a ls ie d  m a n , a n d  s ic k  n ig h  u n t o  d e a t h .  W i t h  
d i f f ic u lt y  h e  c l i m b e d  u p  in t o  t h e  s a d d le ,  t h e n  
p a u s e d  b e w i ld e r e d  fo r  a  m o m e n t  t o  d e t e r m in e  
th e  d i r e c t io n  in  w h i c h  h e  w a s  to  r id e . B u t  t h e  
N e w  C h u m , a s  h e  w a s  c a l le d ,  w a s  n o  c o w a r d , 
a n d  h e  h a d  t h a t  g r i t  in  h im  t h a t  h a s  m a d e  
e m p ir e s  f o r  t h e  A n g l o - S a x o n  r a c e .

N o w  t h e n , E c l ip s e ,  fo r  a  r a c e  w it h  D e a t h  in  
t h e  g u is e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  f ir e - k in g . T h e  w in d  is 
b lo w in g  a  g a le ,  a n d  th e  p a l e  h o r s e ,  w it h  its  
h o l lo w - e y e d  r id e r , is  s e t t l in g  d o w n  to  its  w o r k  
w ith  d e m o n i a c a l  g le e .  Y o u  w ill  w a n t  a l l  y o u r  
w in d  a n d  m e t t l e  o n  a  c o u r s e  l i k e  th is  !

F a r  a w a y  a h e a d ,  d o w n  t h e  h i ll - s id e  a n d  t o 
w a r d s  t h e  t r a c k  a l o n g  w h i c h  S w a n  is  n o w  
g a l lo p in g ,  c o m e s  a  s e a  o f  r a g in g  fir e . Y o u  
m u s t  s t i c k  to  t h e  t r a c k ,  E c l ip s e ,  fo r  i f  y o u  
m is s  it  y o u  m a y  g e t  t a n g l e d  u p  in  o n e  o f  th e  
d e n s e  s c r u b s  a n d  b e  c a u g h t  a s  in  a  tr a p , a n d  
t h e n  it  w i l l  b e  o u t  o f  t h e  fr y in g - p a n  a n d  in t o  
th e  fire  w i t h  a  v e n g e a n c e .  T h e  o n l y  q u e s t io n  
n o w  is, w i l l  y o u  b e  a b l e  to  o u t f la n k  th a t  h o r r ib le  
d e a th  ? S t e a d y ,  E c l i p s e ,  s t e a d y  !

A n d  o n  a n d  o n  r u s h e s  t h e  f ir e - k in g , th e  
f la m e s  r o l l in g  o v e r  e a c h  o t h e r  l i k e  w a v e  u p o n  
w a v e , d a r t i n g  fr o m  o n e  s id e  t o  a n o t h e r  in  
p a r o x y s m s  o f  f ie r y  h a s t e ,  a n d  le a p in g  fr o m  tr e e  
t o  tr e e  t o  s w a t h e  t h e m  in  w in d in g - s h e e t s  o f  
l iv in g  f ire . H o w  t h e  f la m e s  l i c k  
u p  th e  s t e m s  a n d  r u n  a l o n g  th e  
b r a n c h e s  t o  th e  o u t e r m o s t  t w ig s  !
W h a t  a  p a n d e m o n iu m  o f  r e n d in g  
a n d  c r a c k l i n g  a n d  s t r a n g e  s o u n d s  
is  th e  p e a c e f u l  fo r e s t  n o w  ! W h a t  
a  h e l l  o f  h o r r o r  a n d  f ie r y  p a s 
s io n s  !

S w a n  b e n d s l o w o v e r  h is  h o r s e ’s 
n e c k  a n d  g iv e s  it  i ts  h e a d .  I f  
h e  c a n  c o v e r  a  m ile  in  t h e  n e x t  
fe w  m in u t e s  h e  w ill  h a v e  p a s s e d  
t h a t  f la n k  o f  f la m e  t h a t  is  b e a r in g  
d o w n  o n  h is  r ig h t  a n d  b e  c o m 
p a r a t i v e l y  s a f e .  N o w  t h e n ,
E c l ip s e ,  t h e r e  is  a  l i t t l e  g u s h e t  
o f  fire  in  t h e  w a y , b u t  t h r o u g h  
it, m y  b o y ,  a n d  t h e  d e u c e  t a k e  
t h e  h i n d m o s t !

A s  r a t t le d  t h e  h o o f s  o f  M is s  
K i l m a n s e g g ’ s  s t e e d  o v e r  th e  
c o b b l e s t o n e s ,  s o  r a n g  t h e  fe e t  
o f  E c l i p s e  o v frr t h e  l i t t le  i r o n 
s t o n e  r is e . T h e , p a c e  w a s  k i l l in g ,  
a n d  in  S w a n ’s w e a k  s t a t e  i t  w'as 
a s  m u c h  a s  h e  c o u l d  d o  t o  c l i n g  
t o  th e  m a n e  o f  h is  p l u c k y  h o r s e .
H e  g a s p e d  f o r  b r e a t h ,  a n d  
c h o k e d  w i t h  t h e  h o r r ib l e  b la c k  
s m o k e  a n d  d u s t  a n d  s c o r c h i n g  
h o t  a ir  t h a t  c a m e  a s  i f  fr o m  t h e

o p e n  d o o r  o f  a  fu r n a c e .  T h e  trees seemed 
t o  f ly  p a s t  a t  l i g h t n i n g  s p e e d , a n d  then it ^  
a s  i f  a  g r e a t  w a v e  o f  f ir e  r o l le d  d o w n  from the 
r i d g e  a n d  s w a l lo w e d  h im  u p . T h e  flam e was 
s c o r c h i n g  h is  f a c e  ; h is  h a ir  a n d  eyebrow s were 
s in g e i n g ,  a n d  h is  c lo t h e s  w e r e  b u rn in g  on his 
b o d y .  A  g id d i n e s s  s e i z e d  h im , a n d  he swayed 
in  t h e  s a d d le .  I n  a n o t h e r  s e c o n d  h e  would roll 
t o  e a r t h ,  a n d  t h a t  w o u ld  b e  th e  last of him 
O h ,  G o d  1 t o  p e r is h  l i k e  a  s o u lle s s  brute while 
y e t  a l l  h is  l i f e  w a s  b e f o r e  h im  ! T h e  thought 
w a s  t o o  t e r r ib le .

G o  it ,  E c l i p s e ! S t a y  w it h  it , m y  b o y  ! And 
a s  i f  w it h  a  n e w  le a s e  o f  l i fe ,  h is  horse sprang 
fo r w a r d  a n d  o n w a r d . H i s  e y e s  w ere closed. 
I t  w a s  n e c k  a g a i n s t  l e a t h e r  n o w . H e  clung to 
h is  s a d d l e  in  a  f r e n z y  o f  d e s p a ir . T hen, with 
a  l i g h t n i n g - l i k e  f la s h ,  t h e  b ra in  p la ye d  him a 
c u r i o u s  t r ic k .  H e  t h o u g h t  h e  saw right 
t h r o u g h  t h a t  w a v e  o f  f la m e , a n d  on the other 
s i d e  o f  it  s t o o d  t h e  s lim  fo r m  o f  a .g ir l. Her 
w e a l t h  o f  g le a m in g  h a ir  w a s  s o m e th in g  to dream 
a b o u t ,  a n d  in  h e r  g r e a t  d a r k  e y e s  was a look 
t h a t  t h r i l le d  h is  p u ls e s  a n d  q u ic k e n e d  into life 
a  w a y w a r d  l o n g i n g  w it h in  h im . S h e  seemed to 
b e c k o n  h im  w ith  t h o s e  w o n d e r f u l  e ye s  of hers, 
a n d  t h e y  w e r e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  s q u a tte r ’s daughter, 1 
D o r o t h y .
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In a n o th e r s e c o n d  h e  h a d  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  
that gushct o f  f la m e  a n d  w a s  t e a r i n g  a lo n g  t h e  
track. U ra v o , E c l i p s e !  Y o u  h a v e  t h e  t r u e  
mettle in y o u  ! I n  a  r n in u t e  o r  t w o  m o r e  h e  
would b e c o m p a r a t iv e ly  s a fe  a n d  a b le  t o  t a k e  
it easier.

And th en  a  s t u m b l e  o v e r  a  p a r t i a l l y  h i d d e n  
stump, an d  S w a n  is  t h r o w n  v i o l e n t l y  fr o m  t h e  
saddle, but fo r t u n a t e ly  w h e r e  t h e  s o i l  is  s a n d y . 
His horse r e c o v e r s  i t s e l f  a n d  d a s h e s  o f f  a g a in  
along th e t r a c k . _ # . . .

It seem s a s  i f  t h e  f ir e - k in g  is  t o  h a v e  its  v ic t im  
after all. H e  s t a g g e r s  t o  h is  f e e t  l i k e  a  d r u n k e n  
man, and lo o k s  h e l p l e s s l y  r o u n d . I t  is  n o  u s e  
tunning ; th a t v a s t  s e m i- c ir c le  o f  f la m e  is  s w if te r  
than he, a n d  m u s t  i n e v i t a b l y  h e m  h im  in . N o  
use worrying ; b e t t e r  s a y  h is  p r a y e r s  w h i le  h e  
has yet tim e, fo r  in  f iv e  m in u t e s  m o r e  h e  may- 
have to g iv e  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  h im s e lf .

And then  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  tw;o g r e a t  s h a d o w s  
looming up th r o u g h  t h e  t h in  s m o k e , a n d  a  v o ic e  
beseems to  k n o w  r o u s in g  h im  fr o m  h is  le t h a r g y ,  
and crying o u t

•‘ H e llo ! T h a t ’s y o u  is  i t ?  T h o u g h t  y o u  
couldn't b e  far a w a y — ju s t  c a u g h t  y o u r  h o r s e  o n  
the trail, so lo o k  s h a r p  a n d  b u n d le  u p — n o  t im e  
to lo se! ”

It was th e  s q u a t t e r ,  b r e a t h le s s ,  in  h is  s h ir t
sleeves, m o u n te d  o n  h is  p o w e r fu l  s o r r e l  m a r e , 
and leading E c l ip s e .  H e  o b s e r v e d  t h e  N e w  
Chum’s fe v e r - s tr ic k e n  c o n d it i o n ,  a n d  h is  fu t i le  
endeavours to  m o u n t . S o  j u m p in g  o f f  h is  o w n  
horse he l i te r a l ly  l i f t e d  h im  i n t o  t h e  s a d d le .  
Swan was so  c o m p l e t e l y  t a k e n  b y  s u r p r is e  t h a t  
he could o n ly  s t a m m e r  o u t  s o m e  u n i n t e l l ig i b le  
words.

"N ow , sit t ig h t ,”  c r i e d  M a c k e n z i e ,  w h e n  h e  
had re m o u n te d . “  W e ’ ll 
have to rid e h a r d  f o r  t h e  
next few m iles, b u t  w h e n  w e  
get to S e tt le m e n t C r e e k —
•hat’s the W e n t w o r t h — t h e  
danger will b e  o v e r  ; 
the fire ca n ’ t c r o s s  
that,”

They g a llo p e d  t o 
gether in s ile n c e  fo r

t h e  n e x t  h a lf - h o u r , s o m e t im e s  t h e  f ir e - k in g  b e in g  
c lo s e  a t  t h e ir  h e e ls ,  a n d  a t  o t h e r  t im e s  a l lo w in g  
t h e m  t o  s la c k e n  t h e ir  p a c e . A t  la s t  t h e y  c a m e  
t o  t h e  b r o a d , p a r t ia l ly  d r y  b e d  o f  th e  g r e a t  c r e e k ,  
a n d  c r o s s e d  s lo w ly  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s id e . T h e  
s q u a t t e r  le d  t h e  w a y  to  a  la r g e  s h a d y  f i g  t r e e , 
a n d  j u m p e d  o f f  h is  h o r s e .

“  W e ’re  s a fe , a n d  c a n  r e s t  p o w ,”  h e  r e m a r k e d ;
“  t h e  f ire  c a n ’ t c r o s s ; b e s id e s ,  t h e  d e a d  fo r e s t  
e n d s  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e — p r e c io u s  g o o d  j o b  i t ’s 
b u r n e d , t o o .  Y o u  h a d  a  n a r r o w  s q u e a k . L e t  
m e  g e t  y o u  s o m e  w a t e r . "

“  L o o k  h e r e ,  s ir , b e f o r e  w e  g o  a n y  fa r th e r , I  
o w e  y o u  a n  a b j e c t  a p o l o g y ,”  s a id  t h e  N e w  C h u m , 
w h o  n o w  fe l t  m u c h  b e t t e r  a g a in .  “  W h e n  I  
t h i n k ------ ”

“  W e l l ,  w e ’ll  c a l l  i t  s q u a r e ,”  in t e r r u p t e d  th e  
s q u a t te r .  “  Y o u  s e e ,  I  s a id  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  
y o u r  g r a n d m o t h e r ’s n e c k .  I  c o u l d n ’t g e t  a n y  
p e a c e  a f t e r  y o u  h a d  g o n e  fo r  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  
th a t ,  s o  w h e n  I  s a w  th e  s m o k e  c o m in g  u p  
fr o m  t h e  d i r e c t io n  in  w h ic h  y o u  w e r e  t r a v e l 
l in g ------ B u t  w e ’ ll  g o  o n  t o  t h e  s ta t io n  in
a n o t h e r  h o u r  o r  s o , i f  y o u  t h i n k  y o u ’re  a b le  to  
tr a v e l. I ’v e  g o t  t o  s ta r t  f o r  B u r k e t o w n  t o 
m o r r o w  t o  m e e t  m y  p a r t n e r ’s s o n , y o u n g  
C o n w a y ,  w h o  is  c o m i n g  o u t - - - - - - ”

“  T h a t ’s w h a t  I w a n t e d  t o  a p o l o g i s e  a b o u t ,  
s ir . Y o u  n e e d n ’t t r o u b l e  g o i n g  i n t o  B u r k e t o w n .  
Y o u ’ v e  m e t  h im . I 'm  th e  m a n  ! I  a r r iv e d  in  
B u r k e t o w n  a b o u t  a  fo r t n ig h t  t o o  s o o n , a n d  it 
w a s  s o m e  v a g r a n t  w h im  t h a t  m a d e  m e  c o m e  t o  
th e  s t a t io n  in  t h e  w a y  I  d id ,  a n d  a s k  fo r  w o r k .”

“  W e l l ,  I ’ ll  b e  b lo w e d  ! ”  e x c la i m e d  t h e  
s q u a t te r ,  “  a n d  I  g a v e  m y  o w n  p a r t n e r  t h e  
s a c k  ! ”

A n d  h e  l a u g h e d  a g a in  u n t i l  h is  w h o le  b o d y  
s h o o k ,  a n d  a s  i f  t h e r e  w a s  
n o  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  a  b u s h  f ir e  
w i t h in  a  h u n d r e d  m ile s  o f  
♦ hem.

B u t  D o r o t h y  d i d  n o t  g o  
d o w n  t o  S y d n e y  fo r  
s e v e r a l  m o n th s , a n d  
w h e n  s h e  w e n t  s h e  
w a s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  
t h e  N e w  C h u m .

A.N AUSTRALIAN HUSH FLUB.

* *  H i.-W



THE S T A M P C O L L E C T O R ,
C o n d u c t e d  b v  1 1 .  M .  G o o c h .

SO M E  INTEREST ING  N EW  ISSUES.

B r i t i s h  G u i a n a .— M e s srs . B u t l e r  B r o s , h a v e  
s e n t  m e  a  n e w  2c. s ta m p , w h ic h , h i th e r to  p r in t e d  
in  l i la c  a n d  o r a n g e , n o w  a p p e a r s  in  l i la c  a n d  
c a r m in e , t h e  c o lo u r  o f  th e  9 6 c. v a lu e . N o  d o u b t  
t h is  a ls o  w i l l  b e  c h a n g e d  s h o r t ly .

N e w  Z e a l a n d . —- I  a m  in d e b t e d  to  M r .  .T. 
P a t r ic k ,  o f  C h r is t c h u r c h , N .Z . ,  fo r  so m e  in t e r e s t in g  
n e w s  o f  lo c a l  c h a n g e s . T h e  4 d. s ta m p  
h a s  d is a p p e a r e d , a n d  th e  d e s ig n  h a s  b e e n  
tr a n s fe r r e d  t o  t h e  Id . v a lu e . T h e  i d .  
s ta m p , h i t h e r t o  p r in te d  in  c h o c o la te , is  
n o w  g r e e n — t h e  P o s ta l  U n i o n  c o lo u r —  
w h i le  t h e  r e d  2 d . s ta m p  is  n o w  c lo th e d  
in  v io le t .  T h e  n e w  is s u e s  r e fe r r e d  to  
a r e  a ls o  p r in t e d  o n  u a term a rk td  p a p e r  
( N . Z . a n d  S t a r ) .  S e v e r a l  o t h e r  c h a n g e s  c h e a -i 

a r e  im p e n d in g . “ ' m '
G r e a t  B r i t a i n .*— T h e  n e w  i d .  g re e n  

s t a m p  w i l l  b y  t h i s  t im e  b e  c o m m o n  t o  a l l  p o s t 
o ffices. T h e  Is . s ta m p  is  to  b e  is s u e d  t h is  m o n th , 
p r in t e d  in  t w o  c o lo u r s — a  h i n t  f o r  th o s e  w i t h  a  
s h i l l in g  t o  in v e s t  t o  p u r c h a s e  a  c o p y  o f  th e  g r e e n  
s ta m p  b e fo r e  i t  b e c o m e s  o b s o le te . T h e  i l lu s t r a 
t io n  r e p r e s e n ts  t h e  n e w  i d .  g r e e n  v a lu e , w i t h  t h e  
s u r c h a r g e , “ A r m y  O ff ic ia l ,”  in  b la c k .

M a f e k i n g .— I  d o u b t  w h e t h e r  m a n y  r e a d e r s  o f 
T h e  C a p t a i n  w i l l  e v e r  h a v e  t h e  g o o d , l u c k  to  
p o s s e s s  o n e  o f  t h e  M a f e k in g  p r o v is io n a ls ,  is s u e d  
d u r in g  t h e  s ie g e  b y  C o lo n e l  ( n o w  M a jo r - G e n e r a l)  
B a d e n - P o w e l l.  C u r r e n t  C a p e  o f  G o o d  H o p e  
s ta m p s  w e r e  e m p lo y e d , s u r c h a r g e d  “  M a T e k in g  
B e s ie g e d ,”  a n d  n e w  v a lu e , in  b la c k , 
p r e s e n t  I  h a v e  
h e a r d  o f  th e  
f o l lo w in g  th r e e  
v a l u e s :—

Id, on id. green.
3 d. oil Id. carm ine.
Gd. on 3 d. claret.

r e s ig n e d  office . W e  s c a r c e ly  th in k  the gallant 
c o lo n e l w i l l  b e  s im i la r ly  t r e a te d  !

N o r t h e r n  N i g e r i a .*— T h i s  is  a n  entirely new 
is s u e  o f  s ta m p s , w h ic h ,  1  p r e s u m e , is intended to 
s u p e r s e d e  t h e  p r e t t y  N i g e r  C o a s t  stamps. The 
d e s ig n  is  t h e  c o n v e n t io n a l  D e  la  R ue type, 
in  u s e  f o r  S e y c h e lle s ,  L e e w a r d  Islands, and 

o t h e r  B r i t i s h  c o lo n ie s , w ith  the name 
“ N o r t h e r n  N i g e r i a ” a t  to p . The values 
r u n  fr o m  i d . — 2s. 6 d .

O r a n g e  F r e e  S t a t e .*— L a s t  month I 
d e s c r ib e d  t h e  p r o v is io n a ls  created on the 
o c c u p a t io n  o f  B lo e m fo n te in  b y the 
B r i t i s h  A r m y .  I  a m  e n a b le d  th is month 
t o  i l lu s t r a t e  t w o  o f  th e  va lu es, the Id. 

Britain’ . a n d  I d . T h e  f u l l  l is t ,  fo r  w hich I nm
official* in d e b t e d  t o  M e s s r s . B r ig h t  it  Son, is as

fo l lo w s
id. on id. orange. 
Id. on Id- mauve. 
2d. on £9. ,,
2id. on 3d. blue.

3d. on 3d, blue, 
4d, on 4d. „
Cd. on Gd. .,
Is. on Is. orange.

U p  t o  th e

.... ,

•1 "X a a H s £
«5 gli

0 h
I n i n n *  nny.fr r - e n w n n y .  

r & v i  jrrzi.
ORANGE IE E E  STATE, SCIICHARGED.

B e s i d e s  t h e  
a b o v e , i t  is  a ls o  
r e p o r te d  t h a t  a
s p e c ia l  3 d . s t a m p  w a s  is s u e d  d u r in g  t h e  s ie g e , 
b e a r in g  a  p o r t r a i t  o f  “ B .- P .,”  r e c a l lin g  t h e  1 8 6 0  

is s u e  o f  N e w  B r u n s w ic k ,  w h e n  t h e  p o s t- m a s te r , 
M r. C o n n e l l ,  is s u e d  a  5 c. s t a m p  w it h  h is  o w n  
p o r t r a i t  r e p r e s e n te d  th e r e o n , b r in g in g  u p o n  h i m 
s e l f  s e v e r e  c e n s u r e , t h r o u g h  w h ic h  h e  s u b s e q u e n t ly

I n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  d e s ir a b le  a s  th e s e  provisionals 
a r e , I  w o u ld  c a u t io n  r e a d e r s  a g a in st paying 
e x o r b i t a n t  p r ic e s  fo r  th e m . “ V .R .I .” does not 
n e c e s s a r i ly  im p ly  “ V e r y  R a r e  In d e e d ,” and in all 
p r o b a b i l i t y  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e  w ill  p ro ve  that there 
a r e  p l e n t y o f  t h e  s t a m p s  to  a l lo w o f  th e ir  sale at a fair 
p e r c e n t a g e  o v e r  t h e i r  fa c e  v a lu e . I t  is  the earlier 
is s u e s  o f  b o th  t h e  O .F .S .  a n d  th e  T ran svaal which 
c o lle c to r s  s h o u ld  s t u d y  t o  o b ta in  ; th e  surcharged 
is s u e s  o f  th e  fo r m e r  c o u n t r y  sh o u ld  presently 
b e c o m e  s c a r c e r  a n d  r a r e r  th a n  th e y  have ewr 
b e e n .

F o l lo w in g  th e  p r o v is io n a ls  iss u e d  in the Orange 
R i v e r  S t a t e ,  w e  s h o u ld  s h o r t l y  b e  receiving stamps
o f  t h e  T r a n s v a a l  w i t h  s im ila r  .... .
s u r c h a r g e s .

P e r u  * — A  c h a n g e  h a s  b e e n  
m a d e  in  t h e  c o lo u r  o f  t h e  10c. 
s ta m p , b l a c k  r e t r a c i n g  y e l lo w .
10 c. b la c k .

P orto R ic o .* —  T h e  s e t  o f 
c u r r e n t  U . S . A .  s t a m p s  s u r 
c h a r g e d  “ P o r to  R i c o ” w h ic h  I  
d e s c r ib e d  a n d  i l lu s t r a t e d  in  .
V o l .  I .,  p p . 4 2 2 , h a s  b e e n  is s u e d  w ith  n new sc t's 
o f  t h e  s u r c h a r g e , b y  w h ic h  th e  n a m e  is now s) 
“ P u e r t o  R ic o ,”  a s  i l lu s t r a t e d .

j'o iiro  nico.



THE STAMP COELECTOR. ■ i J O

I I  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  fr o m  M e s sr s . B u t le r
B ro '. and ;dso fro m  a  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  in  t h e  C o lo n y ,  
a „e,v u l. ta m p , w h ic h  I  i l lu s t r a t e .  L la n d o v e r y  
v.il • ovf - lim ite d  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s id e  o f  J a m a ic a , in  
,he paridi o f S t . A n n .

JAMAICA.

T h e  c o lo u r  is  c a r m in e - r e d , 
b u t ,  c u r io u s ly  e n o u g h , 
t h e  w a t e r m a r k  is  C .C .  
( C r o w n  C o lo n ie s )  i n 
s te a d  o f  th e  u s u a l  
w a t e r m a r k ,  C .  A .  
( C r o w n  A g e n t s .)

T a s m a n i a .*— I n  o u r  
M a y  is s u e , p . 1 5 4 , I  
i l lu s t r a t e d  t w o  o f  th e  
n e w  p ic t o r ia l  s ta m p s  
w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  is s u e d , 
c o m e  to  h a n d  I  g iv e  
2 i d .  a n d  5 d. v a lu e s , 

T h e y  a r e  a  h a n d -

TASM AN IA

The other v a lu e s  h a v in g  
illustration< o f  t h e  i d . ,  
vhicli speak fo r  th e m s e lv e s ,  
some set. an d  s ta m p s  l ik e  th e s e , w h a t e v e r  m a y  
1:« said a g a in s t  th e m , d o  a  g r e a t  d e a l- ,4n  p o p u 
larising sta m p  c o lle c t in g .  T h e  f u l l  s e t  •
is as follows :—

id. deep green, 
hi. red.
21 vinli-t.
•Jld. deep ij’ ue.

3d. brown.
4d. orange brown. 
5d. ultramarine, 
(id. carmine.

•Stamps Ibr illustration anil description 
’ ndly lent by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons,
Lid.,331, Strand, London, W.C.

SHOULD WE ISSUE A KHAKI 
STAMP?

The prize 0: a  b o u n d  v o lu m e  o f  T h e  
<.'apta i .v  is  a w a r d e d  to  M r . J o h n  B .
Edgar, of L o c k e r b ie , N .B . ,  fo r  t h e  f o l lo w in g  :—
Sir,—Referring to above competition, I  beg to say that, 

Icing a stamp collector, I  have no desire to see stamps 
put on the market unless they are urgently required, but 
n the same time I think we might with propriety have a 
''Khaki ” stamp—as a substitute, say, for the present 3d. 
stamp. Stamps are often issued in celebration or com
memoration of great events, and nty 
reason for the issue of a ‘‘Khaki” stamp 
is that it would celebrate the victory of 
'os British arms in the present war, and 
«immtniorate those “ absent - minded ’ 
htrofs who have  so nobly bled and died 
m  Queen and country.

TA SM AN IA 2.',d.

AXSWLKS TO CORRESPONDENTS
W- F r a n k .—This correspondent has 

ttad my recent article on Transvaal 
■tamps,and thinks it would be an excel- 
■ tntplan if in future issues of T he Captain other coun- 
^retrm.a in the same way. What do other readers 
ink? F. p. B.—I cannot value stamps unless they 
fsent for inflection, an 1 stamped addressed envelope

ud 1?for11' ir return- “  Loyal to my Captain ”other correspondents are again reminded that it 
Vide impos-,bie to receive replies to their queries by 
• hi post. Mso, as Tim Captain is printed.early

TASM AN IA Id

in advance of the date of publication, I cannot always 
guarantee replies to queries in the issue following 
receipt of letter. E. A. Smith.—No, you cannot 
count the different letters in the corners of the early 
Great Britain stamps as varieties. The explanation 
of these letters is interesting, but too lengthy to enter 
into here. An Irish Girl.—Many thanks for 
your letter concerning a 
stamp club, Norah. We 
would welcome lady 
members if started, but 
thê 'suggestion is some 
dUtimcs yet from being 
put a into action. Yes,
I h'ave the new German 
Stagips, and think them 
tolerably ugly; don’t
you ? The Outcast.—
Pt\t them under Orange 
Free State, of course.
A Reader.—The “ Strand Album,” published by 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd. (see advertisements), should 
suit you well. I cannot value stamps from mere 
descriptions. I. L. F.—The four values you name 
are catalogued at 3s. 5d. Veda asks me why the 
colour of the £d. British stamp was changed to green 
without a change in the portrait of the Queen, This 

is a question which many would like 
answered, but the Post Office keeps the 
secret to itself. Can there be anything 
more incongruous than the blending of the 
green with the lilac Id. label, both bearing 
a portrait sixty years and more old? W. 
J. E.—There were no postage adhesive 
stamps in use in 1813-19. What do you 
refer to? “ Tootles.” — It is a great 
question whether your Suez stamps are 
genuine, and if they are, it is not possible 
for me to fix their exact value, used. 
“ Red, White and Blue.”—(11 Certainly. 
(2) Yes, you will do well with the Imperial, 
and the catalogue, too, but you may find 
this one too advanced. Try Bright it 

Son’s A. B. C., price *2s. 6d. in one volume, J. D. 
Marks.—Many thanks for information. Y’ou will 
see I noted the issue in July. A. W. B. (Jamaica).—  
Many thanks for your letter and the information, 
which you will see I have used elsewhere. Joey 

to know the best time to commence a 
There is no time like the present, and, 

in fact, stamp collecting flourishes all 
the year round. Imperialist.—I think 
you are wise in specialising Africa. 
All stamps, of the east and central por
tions especially, should in timo show 
the wisdom of your choice. M. F.— 
The largest stamp transaction ever 
negotiated has just taken place. Mr. 
M. P. Castle, a Sussex magistrate, 
having sold his collection of European 
stamps (unused), comprised in sixty 
volumes, for £30,000. Young One. 
—Yes; Spain, Holland, and Italy.
George W. wants to know how 

perforations are counted. I gave a full descrip
tion on this point in a recent issue. Apply at the 
office. Spero.—Don’t believe all you read in the 
papers about philately ! H. W. P.— (1) 2s. lid. 
(2) 2d. (3) Id. (4) 8d. (5) 5s. (G) 3d. (7) 3d.
(8) Is.

M a n y  c o rrc fip o iu h n ls  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  a r e p l y  p e r  p o e t.

would like 
collection.



“ WHEN THE SHELLS BURST.”

MR . J O H N  M A C K I E — w h o s e  s t o r ie s  e v e r y  
r e a d e r  o f  T h e  C a p t a i n  w il l  r e m e m b e r  
— is  h a v in g  p le n t y  o f  f r e s h  e x p e r ie n c e s  

in  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  a s  a  s e r g e a n t  in  B r a b a n t ’s 
H o r s e ; a n d  n o  d o u b t  w h e n  
h e  g e t s  b a c k — a s  w e  a l l  h o p e  
h e  w il l  s o o n , s a fe  a n d  s o u n d  
— h e  w i l l  h a v e  lo t s  o f  f i n e  
y a r n s  t o  t e l l .  “  T h e  O l d  
F a g  ”  h a s  h e a r d  fr o m  h im  
s e v e r a l  t im e s ,  a n d  w i t h  h is  
la s t  le t t e r  h e  s e n d s  a  p o r t r a it  
o f  a n  o l d  E t o n i a n ,  L i e u t .
E r i c  S e y m o u r  S t e v e n s o n ,  
w h o s e  p o r t r a i t  is  p u b l i s h e d  
o n  t h is  p a g e . H e r e  is  w h a t  
M r . M a c k i e  s a y s  :—

W est o f T habanchu (m idway 
between Bloem fontein and 
Ladybrand, O range Free 
State).

12th M ay, -1900.

D e a r  O l d  F a g ,— Just a  hurried 
line to enclose what may be o f  in 
terest to some old Eton boys. It 
is a  portrait o f  Lieutenant Eric 
Seym our Stephenson, who w as at 
school there. H e belongs to the 
2nd Reg. o f B rabant’s H orse— the 
same regim ent as I belong to. He 
and I lay in the same trenches to
gether during the deadly little  six
teen days' battle at W epen er, or, 
more properly speaking, Jammer- 
berg Drift, when 8,000 Boers with 
thirteen big  guns com pletely sur
rounded the Colonial Division, 
consisting only o f 1,900 men all
told, with seven guns. W e  were a  bait for the Boors—  
a sprat thrown out by Roberts and K itchener to catch a  
whale ; but som ething went wrong with our reliefs, and 
the consequence was that the Boers very nearly succeeded 
in wiping us out. Stephenson is only about twenty-two. 
H e played a  good deal o f football at Eton. H e is much 
interested in T h e  CAPTAIN ', and when in the trenches with 
me he read and re-read the M arch num ber o f  that magazine 
till I think he must have go t it a ll off by heart. H e hardly 
slopped to duck his head when the shells burst. H e has 
been right through the cam paign, and distinguished himselt 
by carrying round am m unition to the men under a heavy 
fire at D ordrecht,

I have now got four stripes or bars on my arm, as they 
have m ade me a  staff-sergeant ; but I shan't take anything 
further, as m y heart is in m y work back in London, and as 
soon as this war is over 1 am  going home.

T h is  afternoon we are m oving out to engage the -Boers 
near som e hills about seven miles south-east o f  us, French, 
Rundle, and M acdonald are somewhere to the south and 
north of u s ; but I expect, as usual, we shall have to  do 
the principal part o f the fighting. You see, w e Colonials 
fight the Boers their own way. W e  have had skirmishes 
with the enem y several lim es since we left W epener.

I lo n g  to  see  a n o th e r  n u m b e r  o f  T h e  C a p t a i n . I have 
b e e n  ch a rm e d  w ith  " T a l e s  o f  G r e y h o u s e .”  I d istr ibu ted  
severa l nut niters a lion t a m o n g s t  th e  o ffice rs , a n d  1 can 
a ssu re  y o u  y ou  h a v e  secu red  a g rea t n u m b e r  o f  n ew  read ers 
a m o n g s t  o ld  b o y s .

 ̂ W ith  kin dest.regards, yours very sincerely,
J o h n  M a c k i e .

W r it in g  o n  a n o t h e r  o c c a s io n ,  ho gives a 
g r a p h i c  d e s c r i p t io n  o f  s o m e  o f  th e  perils h- 
h a s  u n d e r g o n e :—

"  A  fortnight ago to-day the Boers caught us ' on the hoc 
and surrounded 1,900 of us at this 
place. Since then we have fou-lu 
them day and night, and hopeV 
• pan o u t ' a ll right. 1 don't think 
th at for 1,900 men with seven gur 
to fight successfully 8,coo Boer! 
with thirteen guns is mereermmon- 
place. I was hit on the knee the 
first day by a  spent bullet, but did 
not report it. as 1 feared being pu, 
off duty and missing the fighting 
1 have Iain in the trenches for davs 
and nights on end, without food or 
sleep, being shot at and shelled all 
the time, and have been in two 
m idnight attacks from which I never 
expected to com e out alive. The 
men on each side o f me were both 
shot down. I would not have 
missed the battle of Wepener for 
everything I possess. For forty- 
eight hours ou end so persistent was 
the fire at us in the trenches that no 
one could bring us food. Officers 
and men alike are ragged, unshaven, 
and unwashed. I never was blessed 
with much superfluous flesh, bet 
now I have hardly enough to covet 
m y bones. H ave sold a book by 
wire, but can't bother about writing 
books now. Fighting fills up all 
one's tim e.”

Mil. JOHN
Author 0] "The Heart of 

Chum,"
MACKIE.
the Prairie,' “ The New 
etc., etc.

b e e n  a d v e n t u r o u s ,  
in  Q u e e n s la n d ,  a  
W e s t  C a n a d a ,  
a n d  a n  e x p lo r e r  
in  t r o p i c a l  
C a n a d a .  H e  is  
o f  t h e  s t u f f  
th a t  p i o n e e r s  
a r e  m a d e  o f . 
N o t h i n g  c o m e s  
a m is s  t o  h im . 
A n d  w h e n  l ie  
c o m e s  h o m e  t o  
d e a r ,  p e a c e f u l  
o ld  E n g l a n d  h e  
f in d s  h is  r e la x a 
t io n  in  d e t a i l i n g  
e x c i t i n g  s to r ie s  
fo r  t h e  b e n e f i t  
o f  r e a d e r s  o f  
T h f . C a p t a i n . 

L o n g  m a y  lie  
l iv e  t o  d o  s o !

T h e r e ,  t h a t  is  w hat I call 
s o m e t h i n g  l ik e  a  le tter! It 
g r ip s  t h e  im a g in a tio n . Mr. 
M a c k i e  is  in  h is  elem ent in 
a  f ig h t .  A l l  his life has 

. H e  h a s  b e e n  a  g o ld  digger 
m o u n t e d  p o lic e m a n  in North-

LIEUT. EIUC SETMOV n STF.vr.NSW_
W h o  fo u n d  THE 
in te re stin g  th a n  the

• in  the tren ch es a t c r ? oet*
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H e ’s h a v in g  u b a d  t im e  o f  itAX O T H E R  d u c k  ; t h a t ’s th e  th ir d  in  su e - ' 
cession, 
lately .”

The boys w a tc h e d  th e ir  c a p t a in  a s  h e  w a lk e d  
slowly away fro m  t h e  w ic k e t .

“ Awfully h a rd  l in e s , o l d  c h a p .  N e v e r  m in d , 
you'll m ake tip fo r  it  la t e r  o n .”

Archer said  n o th in g . H e  t o o k  o f f  h is  p a d s  
and flung th em  in to  a  c o r n e r  o f  th e  te n t .  T h e n ,  
donning his b la z e r , h e  s t r o l le d  a w a y .

After the s c h o o l ’s o p p o n e n t s  h a d  r u n  u p  a  b ig  
sore, A rch er h a d  g o n e  in  firs t, i n t e n d i n g  t o  
play with extra c a r e — b u t  t h a t  firs t  b a l l !

He p ro ceed ed  to  a  m e a d o w  w h i c h  a d jo i n e d  
the cricket field . H e  w a n t e d  to  g e t  o u t  o f  s ig h t  
and indulge in h is  g lo o m y  r e f le c t io n s ,  fo r  h e  w a s  
one of those h o y s  w h o  s e e m  t o  fin d  g r e a t  c o n s o -  
htion in such a lu x u r y .

Lying dow n u n d e r  t h e  h e d g e  lie  t h o u g h t  o v e r  
j5 nm o f b a d  lu c k .  T h r e e  in n in g s  h e  h a d  

p ied  since th e  h o l id a y s ,  a n d  t h r e e  o ’s  s t o o d  
o his credit. “ W h e n  s h a l l  I m a k e  a  s c o r e ? ’5 

guttered, s a v a g e ly .
Perhaps I c o u ld  h e lp  y o u .”  

tiinlu,' *00';'- 'd  r o u n d  q u ic k ly .  S t a n d i n g  b e -  
u, hlm was a fa t  l i t t le  m a n  c la d  in  f la n n e ls ,  

T and c r ic k e t  c a p .
“iH'a > Lq u " p a r d o n ,”  s t a m m e r e d  t h e  c a p t a in .  

1 a t know  y o u  w e r e  t h e r e .” - .

“  A l l o w  m e  to  in t r o d u c e  m y s e l f ,”  s a id  t h e  
s tr a n g e r . “  I a m  E l f  W il lo w , t h e  fa ir y  o f  c r i c k e t .  
I  h e a r  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  u n l u c k y  la te ly , s o  I 
h a r  e  c o m e  t o  h e lp  y o u .”

“ I .o o k  h e r e , d o  y o u  t a k e  m e  fo r  a  k i d ? ”  
a s k e d  t h e  c a p t a in ,  i r r ita b ly .

“  I t  d o e s n ’ t m a t t e r  w h a t  I t a k e  y o u  f o r ,”  s a id  
t h e  o t h e r ,  c o m p o s e d l y ; “  t h e  q u e s t i o n  is  w h e t h e r  
y o u  w a n t  m y  h e lp  ? ”

“  D o n ’t  t a lk  r u b b i s h ,”  s n a r le d  A r c h e r ,  a s  h e  
r o s e  to  h is  fe e t . “  I t ’ s b a d  e n o u g h  g e t t i n g  
a n o t h e r  d u c k ,  w i t h o u t  y o u r  w r e t c h e d  c h a f f  in t o  
t h e  b a r g a in .”

“ Y o u  d o n ’t b e l i e v e  m e , t h e n ? ”  T h e  l i t t le  
m a n  f ix e d  h is  k e e n  e y e s  u p o n  A r c h e r  in  s u c h  a  
m a n n e r  t h a t  t h e  la t t e r  fe l t  q u it e  n e r v o u s .

“  W e l l — e r — y o u  k n o w , I  d i d n ’ t  w a n t  t o  b e  
r u d e  t o  y o u  ; b u t  fa ir ie s  a r e  a l l  b o s h .”

“  N o w  d o n ’t b e  s i l l y  , y o u  h a v e  n o  p r o o f  t h a t  
w e  a r e  a l l  b o s h . B e s id e s ,  d o n ’t  y o u  t h in k  I l o o k  
l i k e  a  fa ir y  ? ”

“ I ’v e  n e v e r  s e e n  o n e , s o  I  c a n ’ t s a y ;  b u t  i f  
y o u  w e r e  t o  tu r n  y o u r s e l f  in t o  a  f r o g  o r  a  r a b b it ,  
I  m ig h t  b e l i e v e  y o u . ”  '

“  N o t h i n g  s im p le r ,”  s a id  t h e  o t h e r .  .
“ E h !  W h a t ? ”  g a s p e d  A r c h e r ,  fo r  t h e  l i t t le  

m a n  h a d  d is a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  a  b ig ,  s o le m n  lo o k in g  
f r o g  s t a r e d  a t  h im — a  fr o g  c la d  in a  l i t t le  s u it  o f  
f la n n e ls ,  w i t h  b la z e r  a n d  c a p  c o m p l e t e .

“ R a t h e r  s u d d e n ,  w a s  it n o t ? "  s a id  t h e  f lo g ,  
p le a s a n t ly .  “  N o w  t h a t  y o u  b e l i e v e  w h a t  I h a v e
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“  O n l y  a  b i t  o f  fu n . M r s . A r c h e r  is  g iv i n g  a  
s o r t  o f  g a r d e n  p a r t y  t o  t h e  v i l la g e r s  n e x t  w e e k ,  
a n d  t h e y  a r e  a n x io u s  t o  s h o w  o f f  th e ir  n e w  
c r i c k e t  c lu b .  I  p r o m i s e d  t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a  
s c r a t c h  e l e v e n ,  w h ic h  I  s h a l l  c a l l  t h e  ‘ O l d  
B u f f e r s . ’ B y  t h e  w a y , y o u  m ig h t  b r in g  t h a t  
f e l l o w  W r e n  a s  w e l l . ”

“ B u t  y o u  c a n  h a r d l y  c a l l  h im  a n  ‘ O l d  B u f f e r . ’ ”  
“  I k n o w  t h a t ; b u t  h e  c o u l d  g o  in  la s t ,  i f  

w e  s c o r e d  w e l l  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  th e  te a m . 
Y o u  s e e , t h e  S c o r p i o n s ,  a s  t h e y  c a l l  th e m -

a n d  d e c i d e d  t o  b a t  f ir s t . T h e  P .ev. Smile 
W y le s ,  a n d  S q u ir e  A r c h e r  o p e n e d  th e  batting

“  I  f e e l  q u i t e  y o u n g  a g a i n ,”  s a id  th e  squire, as 
h e  o n c e  m o r e  h a n d l e d  t h e  e n c h a n t e d  bat which 
M r . W r e n  h a d  l e n t  h im .

M r .  W y l e s  s o o n  r e t i r e d ,  b u t  th e  squire gave 
a n  a s t o n is h i n g  d i s p la y .  I n  s p i t e  o f  h is  ponder
o u s  f ig u r e  a n d  h is  s h o r t n e s s  o f  b re a th , he quickly 
ra n  u p  a  b i g  s c o r e .  S e v e n t y ,  e i g h t y ,  n in ety , crack! 
a n d  t h e  b a t  w a s  s p r u n g . T h e  s q u ire  would not 
c h a n g e  it , h o w e v e r .  C r a c k ! c r a c k ! a two and a

THE ENCHANTED BAT LITERALLY FLEW INTO TIECE9.

s e lv e s ,  h a v e  a  r e a l l y  g o o d  b o w le r — y o u  k n o w  
t h a t  o l d  s o ld i e r ,  G i l e s  T h o m a s — a n d  I ’ m  a fr a id  
t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  o l d e r  ‘ B u f f e r s ’ m ig h t  g e t  o u t  
q u ic k l y .  I n  t h a t  c a s e  w e  s h o u l d  s e n d  in  W r e n  
a b o u t  f i f t h  w ic k e t  a s  a  t r u m p  c a r d .”

“  Y o u r  id e a  c e r t a i n l y  a m u s e s  m e ,”  s a id  M r . 
W y l e s ; “ a n d  it  w i l l  b e  r a t h e r  j o l l y  fo r  u s  b e in g  
o n c e  m o r e  in  t h e  s a m e  t e a m .”

“  T h a t ’s  r i g h t ! I  k n e w  y o u  w o u l d  p l a y .”
T h e  “  O l d  B u f f e r s  ”  versu s  S c o r p i o n s  w a s  a  

d e c i d e d  s u c c e s s .  T h e  fo r m e r  w o n  t h e  to s s ,

f o u r .  T h e  b l a d e  o f  t h e  b a t  s p l i t  d o w n  the centre 
T h e  b o w le r  p a u s e d .  “  N e v e r  m in d , play up: 

s h o u t e d  t h e  o l d  g e n t l e m a n ,  e x c ite d ly .
O n e  t r e m e n d o u s  h it ,  a n d  t h e  b a ll rolled merrily 

t o  t h e  b o u n d a r y ;  b u t  t h e  e n c h a n t e d  bat literally 
f le w  in  p i e c e s .  S q u ir e  A r c h e r  s to o d  puffing and 
b lo w i n g ,  w h i le  t h e  d e l i g h t e d  c r o w d  cheered bis 
c e n t u r y  t o  t h e  e c h o .  ,

A n d  w h e n  t h e y  l o o k e d  fo r  th e  fragments  ̂
t h e  b a t ,  n o t h i n g  w a s  t o  b e  f o u n d ; but a huge 
f r o g  h a p p e d  a w a y  to  t h e  n e a r e s t  marsh.



With sketches by Frank Feller.

Obstacle r a c e s  a r e  o f  v a r y i n g  s o r ts . M e n  
may swim o b s t a c le  r a c e s  in  t h e  w a te r , m a y  r i d e  
them on b ic y c le s ,  o r  m a y  r u n  t h e m  o n  t h e i r  
own natural fe e t . T h e  o b s t a c l e  r a c e  is  n o t  a  
form o f s p o r t  la r g e l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  g r e a t  
London c lu b s , o n  t h e i r  s p r u c e ly - k e p t  g r o u n d s ,  
but at c o u n try  m e e t in g s ,  h e ld  in  t h e  h a n d ie s t  
field, at s e a s id e  r e g a t t a s ,  a n d  a m o n g  t h e  d i v e r 
sions p ro vid e d  a t  a  s p o r t in g  f e s t iv a l  o r g a n i s e d  
by a larky c re w  o f  b l u e j a c k e t s ,  t h e  o b s t a c l e  r a c e  
bloometh a n d  f lo u r is h e t h  e x c e e d i n g ly ,  a n d  
glorious a n d  g r e a t  is  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  g u f f a w 
ing spectators, w h o  g a t h e r  t h i c k e s t  a t th e  m u d d y -  
water jum p.

Nobody is v e r y  p a r t ic u la r  a b o u t  h is  c o s t u m e  
it an o b sta cle  f o o t  r a c e .  T h e  b l u e j a c k e t  t u c k s  
aphis trousers a n d  r u n s  o n  h is  b r o w n  s k in ,  t h e  
yokel goes p e r h a p s  in  b o o t s ,  p e r h a p s  in  s o c k s ,  
and e v e ryb o d y  e ls e  d r e s s e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h is  
fancy — th is  b e in g  a  g o - a s - y o u - p l e a s e  r a c e  o f  
the most p r o n o u n c e d  d e s c r i p t io n .  I n d e e d ,  a  
certain fla v o u r o f  v a r ie t y  is  s o m e t im e s  i n t r o 
duced into th e  b u s in e s s  b y  c o m p e t i t o r s  d i s g u is e d  
as Mr. S lo p er, a  p o l ic e m a n ,  a n d  a n  o l d  la d y .  

 ̂ good, c le a r  r u n  is  g iv e n  b e f o r e  t h e  f ir s t  
obstacle is r e a c h e d , j u s t  to  b r e a k  u p  t h e  c r o w d  
1 little, an d  s e n d  t h e m  i n t o  t h e ir  d i f f i c u lt ie s  

îth plenty o f  i m p e t u s .  I t  is  a  r e m a r k a b l e  t h i n g  
hat, no m a tte r w h a t  m a y  h a p p e n  in  o t h e r  r a c e s ,  
there is a lw a y s  a  d o g  a b o u t  w h e n  a n  o b s t a c l e  
taceis started — a  d o g  w h i c h  g o e s  o f f  a f t e r  t h e  
[“tiers, a n d  b a r k s  a n d  s n a p s  a n g r i ly  a t  t h e ir  
heels, H e  is a s  r e g u la r  a s  t h e  D e r b y  d o g ,  a n d  
Sets a d eal m o r e  fu n  fo r  h is  t r o u b le .  T h e r e  
Jould seem to  b e  s o m e  a f f in i t y  b e t w e e n  s tr a y  

Pgsand b o y s, t h a t  o n e  o r  m o r e  is  s u r e  t o  
~e Present w h e n  a n y b o d y  c o m e s  a  c r o p p e r  o r  

enrise g i t s  i n t o  a n  u n d i g n i f ie d  s c r a p e ,  to
'o l  iii. si '

e n j o y  t h e  a g o n y  o f  t h e  s u f fe r e r  a n d  d e r id e  h im  
T h a t  is  w h y  t h e r e  is  a lw a y s  a  s t r a y  d o g  a t  a n  
o b s t a c l e  r a c e .

P e r h a p s  t h e  firs t o b s t a c le  is  a  r o w  o f  h u r d le s ,  
o r  r a t h e r  o f  s t r o n g  r a i ls  a n d  p o s ts ,  f iv e  o r  s ix  
d e e p ,  o n e  b e y o n d  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  v e r y  s h o r t  d i s 
t a n c e s  a p a r t .  Y o u  m a y  e i t h e r  s c r a m b le  o v e r

t h e s e  o r  c r a w l u n d e r .  I f  y o u  s c r a m b l e  o v e r , y o u  
b a r k  y o u r  s h in s  g r e v io u s ly ,  fa l l  b e t w e e n  t h e  
f a i ls ,  a l ig h t i n g  o n  t h e  m o s t  p a i n f u l  c o r n e r s ,  a n d  
f in d  d i f f i c u lt y  in  c l i m b in g  o u t . O n  t h e  o t h e r
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h a n d , i f  y o u  c r a w l  u n d e r n e a t h ,  y o u  o n l y  b r e a k  
t h e  fa lls  o f  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  s c r a m b l in g  a b o v e  
a n d  fa l l in g  th r o u g h  ; a l s o  y o u r  o w n  h e a d ,  
a m o n g s t  t h e  p o s ts . I t  is  c o n s i d e r e d  p r o p e r  t o  
a l ig h t  u p o n  y o u r  f e e t  o n  s p r i n g i n g  fr o m  th e  la s t  
r a il ,  b u t  t h e  s p e c t a t o r s  p r e f e r  y o u  t o  u s e  t h e  
o t h e r  e n d , a  p la n  v e r y  f r e q u e n t ly  c a r r i e d  o u t .

A f t e r  t h i s  t h e  c o m p e t it o r s ,  w ith  s u c h  a d v a n 
t a g e s  a s  t h e  s c r a m b le  h a s  s e v e r a l ly  g iv e n  t h e m , 
a n d  s u c h  b u m p s  a n d  s c r a p e s  a s  t h e y  h a v e  t h e m 
s e lv e s  c o l l e c t e d ,  t a k e  a n o t h e r  r u n  o n  t h e  f la t .  
A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h is  a n  i m m e n s e  n e t  is  p e g g e d  t o  
t h e  g r o u n d  o n  a l l  s id e s  b u t  t h e  n e a r e s t .  T h i s  
n e t  l ie s  t h i c k  in  m a n y  f o ld s ,  a n d , in  
s o m e  s e c r e t  p la c e ,  e i t h e r  b e t w e e n  t w o  
o f  t h e  p e g s  o r  in  t h e  n e t  i t s e l f ,  t h e r e  
i s  a  h o l e  b i g  e n o u g h  fo r  a  m a n  t o  g e t  
t h r o u g h .  T h e  fir s t  m a n  a r r iv in g  h e r e  
t h r o w s  h i m s e l f  d o w n  a n d  c r a w ls  u n d e r  
t h e  u n p e g g e d  e n d  o f  t h e  
n e t ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  
o t h e r s  a s  f a s t  a s  t h e y  
m a y , u n t i l  t h a t  g r e a t  n e t  
c o n t a in s  a  p i le d - u p  c r o w d  
o f  w r i g g l i n g  h u m a n i t y ,  
e a c h  m a n  m a k i n g  h i s  
b e s t  e f f o r t  t o  f in d  t h e  
e x i t ,  a n d  g e t t i n g  in  t h e  
w a y  o f  a l l  t h e  o th e r s .

Y o u  n e v e r  c a n  t e l l  w h e n  
t h e  f ir s t  m a n  w il l  g e t  o u t .
H e  m a y  f m d  t h e  h o le  a t  
o n c e  o r  h e  m a y  b e  a lm o s t  
a n y  le n g t h  o f  t i m e ; in  
fa c t ,  v e r y  o f t e n  i t  is  f o u n d  
t h a t  s o m e  i r a n t ic  c o m 

p e t i t o r  is  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  s t a n d in g  o n  th a t part of 
t h e  n e t . S o m e t i m e s ,  i f  t h e  n e t  is  v e r y  large, the 
a r t fu l  m a n  d o e s  t h is  p u r p o s e l y  in  o rd e r  to seize 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  w h e n  e v e r y b o d y  is  malting a 
w ild  r u s h  a t  s o m e  o t h e r  p a r t ,  to  b o lt  out with 
a  g o o d  s ta r t .  W h e n  a t  la s t  s o m e b o d y  does get 
t h r o u g h  t h e r e  is  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  s c r a m b le  among 
t h e  r e s t  t o  fo l lo w , a n d  t h e  c r o w d  stream  out, 
m u c h  t h e  w o r s e  f o r  w e a r ,  a n d  in  a  v e ry  different 
o r d e r  f r o m  t h a t  in  w h i c h  t h e y  w e n t  in. Often 
is  it t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  m a n  w h o  e n t e r e d  far ahead 
o f  th e  f i e l d  t o  l e a v e  fa r  b e h in d  it. A n d  so for 
a n o t h e r  r u n  o n  t h e  fla t.

A  v e r y  l i t t le  o f  th is ,  a n d  th e  next ob
s t a c l e  is  m e t . T h i s  is , in  th e  first place, 
a  w o o d e n  f r a m e  s u p p o r t in g  a  horizontal

THE LADDEItS AND DOWN THE PLANES.
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UNDER THE CANVAS,

pole or p la n k  9 ft . o r  1 0 ft. f r o m  t h e  g r o u n d .  
There are tw o  l a d d e r s  b y  w h ic h  t h is  m a y  b e  
scaled, so th a t t h e r e  is  a  l i k e l ih o o d  o f  t w o  m e n  
reaching th e to p  a t  t h e  s a m e  m o m e n t .  B u t  t h e  
ray down on th e  o t h e r  s id e  is  s c a r c e l y  s o  c o n 
venient. H e r e  y o u  m u s t  w a l k  o n  a  s t e e p l y  
sloping, narro w , a n d  v e r y  s p r i n g y  p l a n k ,  a s  fa r  
as an old p a c k in g - c a s e , o r  s o m e  s im i la r  s u p p o r t ,  
and then o n  j u s t  s u c h  a n o t h e r  p l a n k  t o  t h e  
ground. Y o u  m u s t  n o t  j u m p  o ff , o r  “  f u d g e  ”  
this arran gem en t i n  a n y  w a y ,  o r  y o u  w i l l  b e  
mled out. T h e  s p e c t a t o r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  d o  n o t  
object to y o u r  fa l l in g  o ff . T h i s  la s t  is  a  v e r y  
easy feat, as  a n y b o d y  m a y  f in d  fo r  h i m s e l f  w h o  
mil try w alk in g  d o w n  a  th in  p l a n k  a t  a n  a n g le  
of about 4 o d e g s,, w i t h  a  b ig  m a n  s t r i d in g  d o w n  
before him . T o  s u c c e e d  in  t h e  r a c e  i t  is  p r e 
ferable to b e  a  g o o d  w a y  a h e a d  a t  t h is  o b s t a c l e ,
Jnd to have th e  p la n k  to  y o u r s e l f ; b u t  c o n 
sidered en tire ly  a s  a  s h o w , a  r u s h  o f  f o u r  o r  
five on the p la n k  a t  o n c e  is  s u p e r io r .  A n o t h e r  
*evel run le a d s , p e r h a p s ,  to  t h e  c a n v a s — o r  
waybe tarp aulin . T h i s  is  a  g o o d  la r g e  s h e e t ,  
hid  f la t ,  s tr e tc h e d , a n d  
lagged firm ly d o w n  o n  tw o  
sides. Y o u  a rr iv e  a t  o n e  
°f the unp egged  s id e s  a n d  
proceed to  i n s e r t  y o u r  

ead u n d e r  th e  c a n v a s ,  
a gen tlem an  a b o u t  t o  

!* guillotined. T h e  t a s k  
1 ' ?  Er o v e l  u n d e r  t h e  
*hole length o f  t h a t  c a n -  
i and Se t o u t  a t  t h e

is  a d v i s a b l e  t o  l o o k  o u t  fo r  
h is  fe e t — a s  w e l l  a s  y o u  c a n ; 
s o m e t im e s  t h e y  c a t c h  y o u  
a b o u t  t h e  e a r s , h e a v i ly .  I t  
is  b a d  e n o u g h  t o  b e  a lo n e  
u n d e r  t h is  s h e e t ; b u t  t o  b e  
u n d e r  w h e n  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  is  t i g h t e n in g  it , 
is  m e r e  p e r s o n a l  f la t t e n i n g  
a n d  th e  w ip in g  O ut o f  fe a tu r e s .  
T h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h i s  g e n t le  
e x e r c i s e  t o  p r o d u c e  b a ld n e s s  
h a s  n o t  h i t h e r t o  b e e n  t a k e n  
i n t o  a c c o u n t  b y  t h e  c o m 
p i le r s  o f  m e d ic a l  e s s a y s ,  b u t  

it  m u s t  fo r m  a n  e n o r m o u s  f a c t o r  in  t h e  t o t a l  
r e s u lt .  Y o u  m a y  o b s e r v e  t h e  c r o w d  c o m e  o u t  
v i s i b ly  b a ld e r  th a n  it  w e n t  in , j u s t  o n  t h e  s p o ts  
w h e r e  t h e  f r ic t io n  w it h  t h e  c a n v a s  a c t s .

* T h e r e  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  a n o t h e r  o b s t a c l e  b e f o r e  
t h e  f in a l  r u n  i n — p e r h a p s  a  r o w  o f  b a r r e ls ,  m in u s  
t h e  e n d s , s u s p e n d e d  a t  a  h e ig h t  o f  3 ft . o r  4 ft . b y  
r o p e s  la s h e d  a b o u t  t h e m . H e r e  is  g r e a t  fu n . 
E v e r y  m a n  m u s t  g e t  t h r o u g h  o n e  o f  t h e s e  
b a r r e ls  a s  b e s t  h e  c a n — a l ig h t i n g  o n  h a n d s  o r  
n o s e ,  o r  b o t h ,  a s  F a t e  m a y  d ir e c t ,  b e f o r e  r is in g  
t o  f in is h  t h e  r a c e . T o  g e t  t h r o u g h  a  s w in g in g  
b a r r e l  i s  n o n e  t o o  e a s y  a  j o b ,  a s  t h e  g e n t l e  
r e a d e r  m a y  t e s t  f o r  h im s e lf ,  i f  s o  m in d e d .

T o  b e g in  w ith , t h e  t h in g  is  u n s t a b le ,  t i l t in g  
fo r e  a n d  a f t  a t  a  t o u c h ,  a n d  s w in g in g  in  e v e r y  
d i r e c t io n .  T h i s  m a k e s  i t  d i f f ic u lt  t o  r a is e  o n e 
s e l f  i n t o  i t  a t  a l l ,  a n d  d o u b l y  d i f f ic u lt  t o  w r ig g le  
t h r o u g h ,  o n c e  t h e  h e a d  a n d  t r u n k  a r e  in . H a l f 
w a y  t h r o u g h , t h e  v i c t i m  p r e s e n t s  a  h e p le s s  a n d  
t o r t o i s e - l ik e  a p p e a r a n c e ,  m a k in g  m a d  e ffo r ts  to

er end w ith  a s  l i t t le  
J ay.as w c o n s is te n t  w it h  
tJ"8®8 your c lo t h e s  w it h  
L  , ' V°u a re  c lo s e  b e -
Z r }  S a in in S  u P ° n  a  
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t h r o w  h is  h i n d e r  h a l f  s u f f i c ie n t ly  h i g h  to  
c a u s e  h im  t o  fa l l  o u t  h e a d - f o r e m o s t .  O n c e  h e  
h a s  b e e n  f o r t u n a t e  e n o u g h  t o  a l i g h t  o n  h is  h a n d s  
a n d  s a v e  h is  n o s e ,  t h e  s m a r t  p r a c t i t i o n e r  d o e s  n o t  
w a s t e  t i m e  in  a  m e r e ly  c o m i c  a t t e m p t  t o  k i c k  a n d  
w r ig g le  h i m s e l f  c le a r  o f  t h e  b a r r e l ,  b u t  m a k e s  
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  s t e p s  fo r w a r d  u p o n  h is  h a n d s ,  w h e n  
h is  fe e t  f a l l  q u i e t ly  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  b e h i n d ,  a n d  
h e  r is e s , t o p - e n d  u p p e r m o s t ,  t o  ru n . T h e  m a n  
w h o , r e s t i n g  o n  h is  h a n d s ,  t r ie s  t h e  k ic k - a n d -  
w r ig g le  p la n ,  e v e n  i f  h e  s u c c e e d  a t  a l l ,  o n l y  fa lls  
in  a  c o n f u s e d  h e a p ,  w it h  h is  h e a d  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  
o f  th e  p i le . T h e n ,  w h e n  h e  r is e s , h e  is  a p t  to  
c a u s e  h i la r io u s  a p p la u s e  b y  b o l t in g  o f f  i n  s o m e  
u t te r ly  i n s a n e  d i r e c t io n ,  q u i t e  a w a y  fr o m  th e  
f i n i s h ; f o r  s e v e r a l  s e c o n d s ’ s t r u g g l e  in  a  b a r r e l  
l ia b le  t o  s p in  r o u n d ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  m is c e l la n e o u s  
t u m b le  h e a d - d o w n w a r d ,  n e v e r  i m p r o v e s  a  m a n ’s 
t o p o g r a p h y ,  a n d  h is  f ir s t  im p u ls e  i s  t o  r u s h  
s t r a ig h t  a h e a d .  A n  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  s o m e  k in d  
is  f r e q u e n t ly  i n t r o d u c e d  
in t o  t h e  b a r r e l  b u s i n e s s ; 
a n  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  th a t  is  
to  s a y , fr o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
v ie w  o f  t h e  u n s y m p a t h e t i c  
u n l o o k e r ;  f o r  a n y  im 
p r o v e m e n t  in  a n  o b s t a c l e  
r a c e  a lw a y s  t a k e s  t h e  fo r m  
o f  s o m e  n e w  p e r s e c u t i o n  
o f  t h e  c o m p e t it o r s .  O n e  
s u c h  i m p r o v e m e n t  w a s  i n 
t r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  s p o r t s  
h e l d  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w it h  
t h e  M a n c h e s t e r  J u b i l e e  
c e le b r a t i o n .  T h e  b a r r e ls ,  
u s u a l ly  e m p t y ,w e r e  s t u f fe d  
t i g h t ly  w i t h  a  fe a r f u l  m i x 
tu r e  o f  p a p e r ,  to w , c o t t o n -

w a s t e , a n d  s o o t  T o  fig h t one’s wav 
b l in d l y  t h r o u g h  p a p e r , to w , and cotton 
w a s t e  in  a  w o b b l i n g  b a rre l is a worse 
t h in g  th a n  t o  d o  th e  s a m e  through the 
e m p t y  a r t i c l e  ; b u t  w h e n  so o t is added 
in  g e n e r o u s  q u a n t it ie s  —  then is the 
b i t t e r n e s s  o f  t h e  o b s ta c le  race seen in
d e e d ,  a n d  fe l t ,  a n d  ta s te d . T h e  gentle
m a n  w h o  i n v e n t e d  th is  horrible pre. 
p a r a t io n  h o l d s  a  m o s t  re s p e c ta b le  
p o s i t io n  in  M a n c h e s t e r ,  an d  has pro
b a b l y  n o w r e p e n t e d ,  w h e re fo re  his name
s h a l l  n o t  b e  m e n t i o n e d ; but a few 
h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a g o  h e  m ig h t have com
m a n d e d  a n  i m m e n s e ‘s a la ry  as a judicial 
t o r t u r e - m e r c h a n t  a n d  witch-baiter. In 
t h i s  p a r t i c u la r  r a c e  i t s e l f  one competi
t o r  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  u n lu c k y . He was 
f a r  a n d  a w a y  t h e  b e s t  o f  the crowd, 
h a d  c o m e  o u t  tr iu m p h a n tly  ahead at 
a l l  th e  p r e v i o u s  o b s ta c le s , and arrived 

a t  t h e  s t u f fe d  b a r r e ls  a  lo n g  distance to 
t h e  g o o d .  H e  s e i z e d  t h e  n e a r e s t  and boldly 
r a m m e d  h is  h e a d  a m o n g  t h e  c o n te n ts ;  but he 
g o t  n o  fu r th e r . M a n  a f t e r  m a n  arrived, and, 
w it h  s u c h  l u c k  a s  m ig h t  b e  h is , w rig g le d  through 
h is  b a r r e l  in  m o r e  o r  le s s  t im e , a n d  started away 
a g a in ,  a  s o o t y  s c a r c e c r o w  a n d  a  p u b lic  derision. 
B u t  t h e  f ir s t  m a n , h e a d  a n d  s h o u ld e r s  immersed, 
s t i l l  s t r u g g l e d  in  h o p e l e s s  suffocation , until 
e v e r y b o d y  w a s  h u n d r e d s  o f  y a r d s  away ahead, 
a n d  t h e n  it  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  th a t  th e  miscreant 
c a r p e n t e r ,  w h o s e  b u s i n e s s  it  w a s, h a d  forgottento 
k n o c k  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o u t  o f  th is  p a rticu lar barrel!

T h e  s a c k  r a c e , p u r e  a n d  unadulterated, is i 
fu n n y  s p e c t a c l e  e n o u g h ,  b u t  w h e n  sack racers 
h a v e  o b s t a c l e s  s e t  t h e m  b e y o n d  their sacks, 
t r u ly  t h e y  m u s t  w o r k  fo r  th e ir  prizes. There 
a r e  t w o  w a y s  o f  g e t t i n g  o v e r  th e  ground in i 
s a c k .  O n e  is  b y  g r a b b i n g  th e  lo o s e  sack tightly 
w it h  t h e  h a n d s  a n d  j u m p i n g — b o th  feet together.

TUB BOPB OBSTACt*.
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This lo o t s  a  g o o d  w a y , b u t  
the least i n a c c u r a c y  i n  
balance, o r  a l ig h t i n g  w ith  
feet too far b a c k  o r  fo r w a r d  
in the s a c k , m e a n s  a n  ig 
nominious b o w l o v e r ,  a n d  
much p r o s tr a te  w a l lo w in g .
The b etter w a y  is  t o  g e t  a  
foot i n t o  e a c h  e x t r e m e  
comer o f  th e  s a c k ,  p u l l i n g  
it tightly u p  in  t h e  m id d le ,  
and to w a d d le  a l o n g  w ith  
quick, s h o rt s te p s . B u t  i f  
these s te p s  b e  t o o  q u ic k ,  o r  
not short e n o u g h , d is a s t e r  
is certain. F o r  t h e  w i ly  
sports-prom oter w h o  r u in s  
this d esig n  b y  g i v i n g  t h e  
c o m p e t i t o r s  round-ended  
sacks is r e s e r v e d  t h e  g r a t i 
tude o f th e  m a n y — s p e c t a t o r s ,  a n d  th e  i n d i g n a 
tion o f th e  fe w — c o m p e t it o r s .  A  r o p e  a c r o s s
the path a n d  a  l a d d e r  la id  o n  e d g e  a r e  u s u a l ly  
enough o b s ta c le s  fo r  u n f o r t u n a t e  c r e a t u r e s  in  
sacks. I t  is  n o t  e a s y  to  j u m p  o v e r  t h a t  r o p e  
and a lig h t r ig h t  e n d  u p , a n d  t h e r e f o r e  s o m e  
turn their b a c k s  a n d  fa l l  o v e r  it. B u t  th e n  y o u  
are dow n, a n d  m ig h t  a s  w e ll  h a v e  la in  d o w n  firs t  
and ro lle d  u n d e r — w h i c h ,  a g a in ,  s o m e  d o  b y  
choice. I f  y o u  h a v e  c o r n e  a  c r o p p e r  n e a r  th e  
rope, th is is  th e  b e s t  p la n , s in c e  it  i n v o lv e s  o n l y  
one g ettin g  u p . T h e  la t te r ,  t o o ,  m a y  b e  j u m p e d  
cr tu m bled  o v e r , b u t  in  t h e  la t t e r  c a s e  it  is  
uncom fortable to  g o  fa c e - fo r e m o s t .  A n  a t t e m p t  
to wriggle th r o u g h  t h e  la d d e r  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  a  
competitor a lr e a d y  p r o s t r a t e  is  l i k e l y  t o  e n d  in  
painful fa ilu re  a n d  a n  i l l- u s e d  c h in . A t  t h e  
finish, o f  c o u r s e , in  a l l  s a c k  r a c e s ,  it  is  p o l i c y  t o

fa l l  th r o u g h  t h e  t a p e ,  a s  b e in g  q u ic k e r  th a n  
r u n n in g ,  j u m p in g ,  o r  w a d d lin g  to  b r e a s t  it ; b u t  
— a n d  it is  a  g r e a t  b u t — n e v e r  fa l l  a n  in c h  to o  
s o o n ,  o r  y o u  w il l  g o  u n d e r  w it h o u t  t o u c h in g  it.

T h e  w a te r  a f fo r d s  fa c i l i t ie s  fo r  o b s t a c l e  r a c e s  
e q u a l l y  w ith  t h e  l a n d ,  a n d  s u c h  a  r a c e  a m o n g  
s w im m e r s  h a s  its  p o in t s  o f  in te r e s t .  O f t e n  a  
c o n d it i o n  is  t h a t  e a c h  c o m p e t it o r  t a k e  w ith  h im , 
t h e  w h o le  w a y , a  la r g e  in f la t e d  b l a d d e r  o r  a n  
e m p t y  b a r r e l .  T h e s e  th in g s  m u s t  b e  t a k e n  
u n der  c e r ta in  o b s t a c le s ,  s u c h  a s  a  p o l e  f ix e d  
a c r o s s  ju s t  o v e r  t h e  w a te r , a  row ' o f  p u n t s ,  o r  th e  
l i k e .  L e t  a n y b o d y  w h o  h a s  t r ie d  t o  t a k e  a  la r g e  
in f l a t e d  b la d d e r  u n d e r  w a te r  w ith  h im  t e l l  o f  th e  
j o y s  o f  t h e s e  fe a ts . O r  t h e  r u le s  m a y  d ic t a t e  
t h a t  t h e  c o m p e t i t o r  m u s t  c l i m b  over  t h e  o b s t a c le  
h i m s e l f  a n d  p u s h  h is  b la d d e r  o r  b a r r e l  under, 
t a k in g  c a r e  n o t  tp  l o s e  it  in  t h e  p r o c e s s . I n d e e d ,
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s p e c i a l  r u le s  a n d  d i r e c t io n s  m u s t  b e  m a d e  
fo r  a l m o s t  e v e r y  o b s t a c l e  r a c e , t h e  m o s t  m e r i

t o r i o u s  s e t  b e in g  t h a t  w h ic h  e n t a i ls  m o s t  m is e r y  
u p o n  t h e  c o m p e t it o r .

O b s t a c l e s  e x i s t i n g  in  t h e  o r d i n a r y  c o u r s e  a r e  
n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  w a n t i n g  in  a  
a  s w im m in g  r a c e  p r o p e r l y  
p la n n e d .  T h e r e  m a y  b e  a  
w o o d e n  b r id g e ,  w h i c h  t h e  
s w im m e r s  m a y  b e  m a d e  to  
c l i m b  o v e r ,  o r  a  p o n t o o n  
b r i d g e  m a y  b e  p u t  d o w n  fo r  
t h e  o c c a s io n .  S o m e t h i n g  w ith  
r a i ls  o n  it is  p r e f e r a b le  t o  t h e  
b a r b a r o u s  t a s t e s  o f  t h e  s c o f f in g

m u lt i t u d e ,  s in c e  t h e y  a f fo r d  a n  a d d itio n a l awk. 
w a r d n e s s  a n d  t e n d  to w a r d s  in d e c is io n  and the 

b r e a k i n g  o f  t o e s .  I f  t h is  b r id g e  be at a 
s h a l lo w  p a r t  i t  is  a ls o  s o m e t im e s  considered 
a n  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  s in c e  a n  in c o n sid e ra te  and 
v i g o r o u s  d i v e  m a y  le a d  t o  p e rso n a l battery 
in  t h e  b e d  o f  t h e  s t r e a m . 3

N e x t ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  h a r d y  a d v e n tu re rs  meet 
a  r o w  o f  p u n t s ,  m o o r e d  a c r o s s  th e  waterway 
o f t e n  a n  i r r e g u la r  r o w , d e m a n d in g  general
s h ip  in  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  e a s ie s t  p o in t  o f  attack. 
F o r ,  b y  p r o p e r l y  s e l e c t i n g  o n e ’s direction, it 
is  p o s s i b l e  h e r e  t o  f in d  a n  a d v a n ta g e , taking 
a  p u l l  a t  t h is  a n d  a  p u s h  at_ t h a t ; while it 
m u s t  n o t  b e  fo r g o t t e n  t h a t  h e  is  n o t neces
s a r i ly  s lo w e s t  o v e r  w h o  h a s  m o st punts to 
n e g o t ia t e ,  p r o v i d i n g  h e  h a v e  b u t one pull 
o u t  a n d  o n e  d i v e  ; s in c e  r u n n in g  a n d  jump
i n g  a r e  q u i c k e r  t h a n  s w im m in g .

I t  is  n o t  u n u s u a l  in  a  s w im m in g  obstacle 
r a c e  t o  g i v e  t h e  s w im m e r  a n  o cca s io n a l trot

t h e  t u x t s .

THE LADDER AND PLANS.

o v e r  d r y  g r o u n d ,  o r  u p  o r  d o w n  a  ladder, 
t h u s  e q u a l i s i n g  t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  th e  lean and 
l o n g - l i m b e d  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  th e  fat, who float 
a n d  s w im  t h e  b e t t e r .  T h u s ,  p e rh ap s, after a 
b i t  o f  s t r a i g h t a w a y  s w im m in g  th e  w ay maybe 
b l o c k e d  b y  a  d a m , a n d  a l l  m u s t g e t out and 
s c r a m b l e  a l o n g  a t  t h e  s id e  to w a rd s  a ladder, 
u p  th is ,  a n d  o f f  t h e  p l a n k  to  w h ich  it lead5, 
in t o  w a t e r  o n c e  m o r e . N o w , m e n  can ony 
a s c e n d  a n  o r d i n a r y  l a d e r  in  s in g le  file, 50 
t h a t  h e  w h o  r e a c h e s  t h e  fo o t  o f  th e ladder 
f ir s t  m u s t  b e  f ir s t  t o  m a k e  th e  e n su in g  d u e , 
w h e r e fo r e ,  a  v e r y  e a g e r  r a c e  o n  h are feet o 
t h a t  la d d e r .

T h e r e  s h o u l d  a ls o  b e  a  ro w  o f  barren 
s o m e w h e r e  o n  t h e  c o u r s e  ; a  r o w  o f  bar: 
s o  a r t f u l ly  l a s h e d  t o g e t h e r  th a t  they 
o v e r  in  a n y  d i r e c t io n  a t  a  to u c h . A n  me
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petent c o m m itte e  h a s  S o m e t im e s  a l lo w e d  d i v i n g  
raider these b a r r e ls ,  b u t  t h e  c o r r e c t  t h i n g  is  t o  
send the c o m p e t ito r s  o v e r — i f  t h e y  c a n  g e t  o v e r  
-unless th e y  a r e  c a r r y i n g  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  
bladders or b a r r e ls ,  w h e n  t o  g e t  u n d e r  w i l l  b e  
something d if f ic u lt  t o  d o .  B u t  t o  g e t  over  t h is  
row of barrels a n d  p a s s  t h e  b l a d d e r  under , t h is  
is the thing w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  o r d a i n e d ,  t h a t  a l l  
the people u p o n  d r y  l a n d  m ig h t  r e j o ic e  w ith  a  
great laughter.

s te r n  o n ,  o f fe r s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  n o t  t o  b e  d e s p is e d ,  
a f f o r d in g  a  fa ir ly  e a s y  p u l l  u p  a n d  p r o m is in g  a  
c le a r  r u n  t h r o u g h  t h e  b a r r ic a d e .  O f  a l l  t h in g s , 
c a n o e s  a n d  b a r r e ls  a r e  t o  b e  a v o i d e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s

a l l  c r a f t  b r o a d s i d e  o n . 
A n y  g r e e n  n o v i c e  w h o  
h a s  t r ie d  g e t t i n g  in t o  a  
b o a t  f r o m  t h e  s id e  w ill  
k n o w  t h is ,  e v e n  i f  th e  
r e f le c t i o n  n e v e r  o c c u r s  
t o  h im  t h a t  a  b r o a d s id e -  
o n  o b s t a c l e  p r o b a b l y  
m e a n s  m o r e  b e h in d  in  
a w k w a r d  p o s i t io n s ,  w ith  
a  c h a n c e  o f  f a l l in g  b e 
t w e e n .

A f t e r  t h i s  p e r h a p s  a  
n e t ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  f in is h . 

T h e  n e t  is  n o t  a  v a s t  d i f f i c u lt y ,  h a v in g  o n ly  t o  
b e  d i v e d  u n d e r  o r , e a s i e r  s t i l l ,  l i f t e d .  B u t  it  
g iv e s  a  c h e c k  t o  t h e  m e r e ly  fa s t  s w im m e r  in  h is  
r u s h  h o m e ,  a n d  p r e v e n t s  th e  o n c o m i n g  c o m 
p e t i t o r s  f r o m  s e e in g  e x a c t l y  h o w  t h e  r a c e  is 
g o i n g  in  fr o n t , a n d  m a k e s  t h e m  p e g  a w a y  t o  th e  
e n d . A l s o ,  t h e  h e a d l o n g  y o u n g  m a n , c o m i n g  
a s  h a r d  a s  h e  c a n  w ith  t h e  s id e  s t r o k e ,  is  a p t  to  
r u n  fo u l  o f  t h i s  n e t , t o  h is  u t t e r  c o n f u s io n  a n d  
e n t a n g le m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  “  le t t i n g  u p  ”  o f  s o m e

SOME MISCELLANEOUS OBSTACLES.

s lo w e r  c o m p e t i t o r  m a in t a in in g  a  b e t t e r  l o o k 
o u t.

A n d  o f  s u c h  a r e  t h e  w a y s  o f  t h e  o b s t a c l e  r a c e  
— a  t h i n g  g o o d  in  t h a t  itT g iv e s  p l a y  t o  s o m e t h in g  
m o r e  t h a n  s p e e d  a lo n e ,  w h e t h e r  o n  w a te r  o r  d r y  
la n d , a n d  t e a c h e s  p r o m p t  r e s o u r c e ,  a c t iv i t y ,  a n d  
a d d r e s s  ; a n d  p r o v i d e s  v a s t  d i v e r s i o n  f o r  u n v e n 
t u r e s o m e  o n l o o k e r s ,  w h o  r e v e l  in  t h e  m is fo r t u n e s  
o f  t h o s e  b o ld e r  th a n  t h e m s e lv e s ,

' ter this a  l i t t l e  m o r e  p la in  s w im m i n g  w ill  
perhaps, t o  a  m is c e l l a n e o u s  s t r i n g  o f  

l c!es, a ll a c r o s s  : b o a t s ,  b a s k e t s ,  p u n ts , 
e s ,c a n o e s — a n y t h i n g ,  a n d  n e a r ly  e v e r y t h i n g  

its— lo o s e ly  t ie d  t o g e t h e r .  H e r e  m o r e  
^ y w h e ie , t h e  s w im m e r  r e q u ir e s  g e n e r a l 

, ^  n is  e y e s  a r e  b e lo w  t h e  l e v e l  o f  th e  
■  a n c * h e  h a s  n o t  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a
l  view, a  g o o d  la r g e ,  b r o a d - b e a m e d  b o a t ,
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SYNOPSIS.—(Chapters I. to XVI.)
A t  t h e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  B o e r  W a r , th re e  v on n g  m e n , G e o ff  

an d  B e rn a rd  (gen era lly  k n o w n  as ’ ’ B u n n y  Ih g b y , and G u y  
B u n se n , fo rm e r ly  s c h o o l fe llo w s  t o g e t h e r  "in E n g la n d , find  
th e m se lv e s  o b lig e d  to  le a v e  J o h a n n e sb u rg . H o w e v e r , B u n sen  
s h a m s  il l , a n d  re m a in s  b e h in d . G e o ff an d  B u n n y , a fte r  an  
e x c it in g  jo u r n e y , a rr ive , w ith  th e ir  m o th e r , a t  M a r itz b u rg . 
L e a v in g  M rs. B ig h y  h ere , th ey  g o  t o  th e  fr o n t  o n  th e ir  o w n  
a c c o u n t  as s co u ts . C o m in g  in to  c o n t a c t  w ith  th e  B o e rs , 
G e o ff  e s ca p e s  b u t  B u n n y  is  ca p tu re d . H a v in g  b ro k e n  t h e  
had  n ew s  t o  h is  m o th e r , G e o ff  g o e s  d o w n  to  m e e t  h is  b ro th e r  
H u g h  a t  D u rb a n . T h e y  rea d  in  a  B o e r  n e w sp a p e r  th a t  
B u n n y  is  a p riso n e r  a t  P r e to r ia ; G e o ff  th in k s  o f  a  p lan  t o  
r e s c u e  h im  a n d  o n e  J a ck  lt o se n th a l, a  fr ie n d , w h o  is  a lso  in  
ga o l th e re , w h ich  is  th at h e  sh o u ld  p o s e  ns a  B o e r , an d  H u gh  
as  a n  E n g lish  o ff ice r , h is  p riso n e r , w h o m  h e  is  e s c o r t in g  t o

P re to r ia . T im s  d isgu ised  t h e y  set ou t, m eeting with wrenj 
a d v e n tu re s  en route, e a ch  o f  th e ir  h o rse s  being comrrmndeerel 
in  tu rn . A t  le n g th , sh o r t ly  a fte r  lea v in g  Hairismith, Geoff! 
" p r i s o n e r "  is  ta k e n  b y  a  fie ld  c o rn e t , whilst he himself a 
o r d e r e d  to  r e jo in  h is  " c o m m a n d o ’ ' w ith all sPee(|; , 
e s c a p e s , an d  re jo in s  G e o ff . E v e n tu a lly , they near Preterit 
B u n n y  h a s  ju s t  r e co g n is e d  H u gh , w hen in walks Gcol n 
t h e  g u ise  o f  a  B o e r . G e o f f  is  tak en  on  as a warder,awns 
th u s  a b le  t o  sm u g g le  in  a  ch a n g e  o f  c lo th es for each ot 
th r e e  fr ien d s , w h o , u n d e r  h is  g u id a n ce , escape andgotaw  
K r y k ra ft  B a n k  in  J o h a n n e sb u rg . T h e  nest day he jou» 
th e m  ; bu t w h ile  on  a v is it  t o  V e sta  K rykraft, his sweetbark 
m e e ts  B u n se n , w h o  is  h is  d ea d ly  riva l. As he does not rera 
t o  t h e  p a r tv  a t  the b a n k  h ou se , B unny goes in sem tM  
h im .

C H A P T E R .  X V I I .
A THOROUGH SCOUNDREL.

BU N N Y  w e n t  s t r a i g h t  t o  th e  K r y g k r a f t s ’ 
h o u s e , w h ic h — th e  h o u r  b e in g  n e a r ly  t w o  
in  th e  m o r n in g  —  h e  n a t u r a l l y  fo u n d  

s h r o u d e d , l i k e  its  n e ig h b o u r s , in  d a r k n e s s .
“ f j e o f f  c a n ’t  p o s s ib ly  b e  h e r e ,”  B u n n y  r e f le c te d  ; 

“ a n d  I  d o n ’ t  l ik e  t o  r o u s e  t h e m  u p  a t  t h i s  h o u r  o f  
t h e  n ig h t .  B u t  t h e y  m a y  k n o w  w h a t  h a s  b e c o m e  
o f  h im  ; f o r  l ie  is  s u r e  to  h a v e  b e e n  iD e a r l ie r  in  
t h e  e v e n in g .”

B u n n y  s to o d  in t h e  p o r c h  a n d  c o n s id e r e d , a n d

t h e n  c o n s id e r e d  a g a in ,  a n d  h a d  alm ost made up 
h is  m in d  t h a t  h e  c o u ld n ’t  d e c e n t ly  k n o c k  up j *  

h o u s e h o ld , w h e n , t h i n k i n g  t h a t  p e r h a p s  Geo 
s a f e t y  m ig h t  d e p e n d  u p o n  h is  o w n  p r o m p t  a d  

a t  t h is  c r is is , h e  r a n g  th e  b e ll . .
I t  w a s  th e  o ld  n u r s e  w h o  cam e, after a o 

in t e r v a l .  B u n n y  w a s  a t  f ir s t  s ig h t  e ’ ad it was ^  
fo r ,  o f  c o u r s e , s h e  w o u ld  r e c o g n is e  liim , an 
a t  o n c e  t h a t  a l l  w a s  r ig h t ,  a n d  th a t he W IU 
a d m it t e d  a n d  V e s t a  c a l le d  u p  t o  ; e luu1- . 
h e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  in  h is  p re se n t disgun 
m ig h t  b e  u n r e c o g n is a b le .
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The nurse v - e p e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  g a p  o f  th e  p a r t ly  
OTe<i door, k e e p in g  t h e  c h a in  fa s te n e d .
“What is i t ? ” s h e  s a id . “ A n d  w h y  d o  y o u  

at this Mine o f  n i g h t ? ”
Bunny d isg u ise d  h is  v o ic e , a n d  a s k e d  to  s e e

“The young H d y .”  , _
“What fo r?  A n d  w o n ’t  t h e  m o r n in g  d o  ? I s  i t  

uob news from  th e  m a s t e r ? ”  _ ■
“ Yes; im p o rta n t n e w s  fr o m  h e r  f a t h e r ,”  s a id  

Bunny, grateful fo r  t h e  s u g g e s t io n .
Stay w here y o u  a r e  th e n , a n d  I ’ll  f e tc h  h e r  ; 

tlorh I  th in k  y o u  m ig h t  h a v e  w a i t e d  t i l l  th e  
morning,” g ru m b le d  t h e  o ld  w o m a n , p r o c e e d in g  to
Vesta's room. _ _

“ Maybe fa th e r  t o ld  h im  lie  m u s t  c o m e  s t r a ig h t  
to its whenever h e  a r r iv e d ,”  s a id  V e s t a ,  h u r r ie d ly  
dresing. “ G o  to  b e d , n u r s e , a n d  d o n ’ t b e  a n g r y  ; 
it isn’t the m an’s  f a u l t .”

The old w om an d e p a r t e d ,  s t i l l  g r u m b lin g .
Vesta im agined t h a t  t h is  m u s t  b e  G e o f f  w h o  h a il  

returned w ith  in fo r m a t io n  o f  s o m e  im p o r t a n t  d e 
velopment. S h e  k n e w  h e  w o u ld  n o t  c o m e  a t  t h is  
sour unless th e  m a t t e r  w e r e  a b s o lu t e ly  im p e r a t iv e ,  
therefore she h a s te n e d  in t o  t h e  h a l l  a s  q u ic k l y  a s  
she could g et re a d y .

“ Don't be fr ig h te n e d , V e s t a  , i t 's  I , ”  s a id  B u n n y . 
“I’m awfully s o r ry  t o  k n o c k  y o u  u p  a t  t h is  h o u r , 
jot—well, lias G e o ff  b e e n  h e r e  1 ”
“ Come inside, B u n n y ,”  s a id  V e s t a ,  f a in t ly .
She let B u n n y  in , a n d  s a t  d o w n  u p o n  a  h a ll  c h a ir  

ooking very w h ite . B u n n y ’s  h e a r t  s a n k  ; V e s t a ’s 
aspect frightened h im .

“ Is anyth ing t h e  m a t te r , V e s t a ? ” h e  s a id . 
‘ Areyou fa in t?  H a s  a n y t h i n g  g o n e  w r o n g  w it h
Geoff!”

“I can’t  te l l— I  c a n ’ t  t e l l  ! O i l ! i t ’s  t h a t  h o r r id  
-horrid Mr. B u n s e n . Y e s ,  h e  h a s  b e e n  in  ; a n d  
kwent aw ay w ith  M r . B u n s e n . T h e y  w e r e  n o t
“ good terms, a n d  I  a m  a fr a id  t h a t ----- ”

“Stop, V esta  ! H o w  lo n g  a g o  w a s  t h i s  ? ”
“Oh, they le ft  a t  h a l f - p a s t  n in e , I  t h i n k .  A b o u t  

t k ”
“And now it 's  t w o  in  t h e  m o r n in g , a n d  G e o f f  

™>'t yet turned  u p  a t  th e  b a n k . V e s t a ,  w h e r e  
p G h is  fellow  l i v e ? — t e l l  m e  q u i c k l y — B u n s e n , 

p in —at hi , o ld  q u a r t e r s  ? ”  
le s,a t h is o ld  q u a r te r s . D o — d o  g o  q u ic k ly ,  

^  see after ( .e o ff , d e a r  B u n n y . T h a t  m a n  is  
set to be trust d .”

? b o w . i s h a l l  g o  a t  o n c e . G o o d - b y e ,
^  Aou n ail h e a r  i f  i t ’s  a l l  r ig h t ,  o r  in  

*ny case.” *

®nnny hasten ed  a w a y .  T h e  b a n k  h o u s e  l a y  
ladT” K r y g k r a f t s ’ a n d  B u n s e n ’s  lo d g in g s , 
tt , e êt h im s e lf in  th e r e  in  o r d e r  t o  in q u ir e  
^  ^  G eoff h a d  b e e n  h o m e  m e a n w h i l e ;  b u t  

" °  anx<ous m e n  w a i t i n g  w it h in  h a d  n o  g o o d
^  for him.

lot iii.—

“ T h e n  I  m u s t  g o  a n d  f in d  h im ,”  s a id  B u n n y ,  
h a s t e n in g  a w a y  a g a in . “  S i t  t i g h t  h e r e  t i l l  y o u  
h e a r  fr o m  u s . Y o u ’ v e  fo o d  e n o u g h  fo r  t w o  d a y s  
— i f  w e ’re  lo n g e r  t h a n  t h a t  I ’l l  f in d  m e a n s  t o  l e t  
V e s t a  k n o w  y o u  w a n t  m o r e .”

L e t  u s  n o w  r e tu r n  t o  G e o f f  a n d  h is  r iv a l .  
A V h en  t h e  fo r m e r  h e a r d  G u y  B u n s e n ’s  th r e a t"  h e  
f i r m ly  b a d e  h i m s e lf  k e e p  c o o l. “ R e m e m b e r , i t ’s  
th o s e  t h a t  k e e p  t h e i r  h e a d s  w h o  g e t  o u t  o f  d i f f i 
c u lt ie s ,”  h e  t o ld  h im s e lf .  O n l y  w h e n  h e  h a d  q u i t e  
m a s te r e d  t h e  r a g e  t h a t  b o ile d  u p  w it h in  h im  a t  
s ig h t  o f  t h e  f e l lo w , a n d , e v e n  m o r e , a t  th e  w o r d s  
h e  u t te r e d , G e o f f  s p o k e  a g a in .

“ V e r y  w e l l ,  m y  f r i e n d ;  th e n  w e  a r e  a g r e e d  
u p o n  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  a t  a n y  r a te . I t  is  u n d e r s to o d  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  to  g e t  m e  i n t o  t r o u b l e — i f  y o u  
c a n . I t  is  j u s t  a s  w e ll  I  s h o u ld  k n o w  it .  T h a n k s  
f o r  t e l l in g  in e .”

“ Y e s ,  y o u ’r e  g la d  to  k n o w  i t ,  n o  d o u b t . Y o u  
m a y  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  w e  h a v e  o ld  s c o re s  t o  s e t t l e —  
I  d o , a t  a n y  r a te . W e l l ,  a s  i t  h a p p e n s , I  t h i n k  
I  s e e  m y  w a y  t o  p a y i n g  t h e m  o ff  n o w . o n c e  
f o r  a ll.  W h a t  a  fo o l  y o u  w e r e  t o  c o m e  t o  
J o h a n n e s b u r g ! ” *

“  A h ! w e l l ,  I  h a d  to , y o u  s e e , in  o r d e r  to  m a k e  
s u r e  t h a t  V e s t a  h e r e  w a s  a l l  r ig h t .  O n e  d o e s n ’ t 
l i k e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  s h e  is  in  t h e  s a m e  t o w n  w i t h  
s u c h  a  c o n fo u n d e d  r a s c a l a s  y o u r s e l f ,  y o u  k n o w  ; 
f o r  e v e n  th o u g h  y o u  m a y  b e  p o w e r le s s  t o  h u r t  h e r , 
y o u  c a n  b e  a  c o n s t a n t  w o r r y  a n d  n u is a n c e , a n d  
I  f in d  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  b o th . W e l l ,  w e l l ,  a l l  
t h a t  w i l l  s o o n  e n d  n o w .”

“  O h , in d e e d  ? S o  I  h a v e  b e e n  a  c o n s ta n t  w o r r y ,  
h a v e  I ,  V e s t a  ? I  s h a ll  r e m e m b e r  t h a t ! I  w o n d e r  
h o w  y o u r  fa t h e r  w i l l  l i k e  t o  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  
r e c e iv e d  v i s i t s  fr o m  a  s p y  o f  t h e  e n e m y  ! ”

“  M y  f a t h e r  w o u ld  b e  g la d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  G e o f f  
c a m e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  m e , e s p e c i a l ly  i f  h e  h a d  h e a r d  
y o u  t a l k  t o - n ig h t ,  M r . B u n s e n . G e o f f  is  p e r f e c t ly  
r i g h t  in  s a y in g  t h a t  y o u r  v i s i t s  w i l l  n o w  e n d , fo r  I  
c m  n o  lo n g e r  r e c e iv e  y o u .”

B u n s e n  g r e w  l i v i d  w i t h  r a g e ; h e  g r o u n d  h is  
t e e t h ,  a n d  s w o r e  a u d ib ly .

“ B e  q u ie t ,  y o u  c a d ! ”  s a id  G e o ff , a n g r i ly .  
“  R e m e m b e r  y o u  a r c  in  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  l a d y .” 

B u n s e n  ig n o r e d  t h is  s p e e c h .
“  I f  I  a m  n o t  t o  c o m e  h e r e , a t  a n y  r a te  I  s h a l l  

s e e  he d o e s n ’t  c o m e  a g a in  ! ’’ h e  s n a r le d . “  Y o u  
k n o w  w h a t ’s  d o n e  w it h  s p ie s , d o n ’t  y o u , V e s t a ? ”  

“ Y o u  d a r e n ’ t  in fo r m  a g a i n s t  h im , y o u  c o w a r d  ! * 
s a id  V e s t a  b r a v e ly .  “  Y o u  a r e  l i v i n g  h e r e  o n  
s u ffe r a n c e  y o u r s e l f ,  a n d  y o u  k n o w  i t .  I f  t h e  
a u t h o r i t i e s  k n e w  t h a t  ytJTi w e r e  a t  la r g e , a n d  n o t  
i l l  in  b e d , a s  y o u  p r e te n d , y o u  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
s e n t  o u t  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  lo n g  a g o .”

“ I t ’s a  l i e ----- ”  b e g a n  B u n s e n , b n t  G e o f f
s ta m n e d  h is  f o o t  s o  f ie r c e ly  t h a t  h e  p a u s e d
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to - m o r r o w  m o r n in g  —  s u p p o s in g  I  w e r e  t o  t a k e  
y o u r  w o r d  a n d  le a v e  y o u  h e r e  n o w — w o u ld  b e  t o  
p u t  t h e  p o l ic e  u p o n  m y  t r a c k .  T h a t  m ig h t  h a v e  
a w k w a r d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  fo r  m e , th o u g h  I  a m  t h e  
m o s t  in n o c e n t  o f  m o r t a l  m e n , b e c a u s e  I  h a v e  
p r i v a t e  r e a s o n s  fo r  k e e p in g  m y  p r e s e n c e  in  J o h a n 
n e s b u r g  a  s e c r e t .”

“  W e l l ,  w h a t  do  y o u  w a n t  o f  m e  1 ”
“  I  c a n  t e l l  y o u  in  t w o  w o r d s  w h a t  I  m e a n  y o u  

t o  d o  ; y o u ’re  t o  t a k e  p e n  a n d  p a p e r , a n d  w r i t e  
t h a t  a p p lic a t io n  fo r  a  p a s s p o r t  a t  o n c e ; th e n  
y o u ’re  to  a d d r e s s  t h e  le t t e r  to  t h e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t 
m e n t , a n d  l a s t l y ,  y o u  a n d  I ’ l l  s te p  o u t  a n d  p o s t  
i t . ”

“  Y o u  m u s t  b e  m o r e  th a n  a n  o r d in a r y  fo o l  t o  
t h in k  I ’d  c o n s e n t  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  o f  th e  k i n d ,”  
s a id  B u n s e n , w i t h  s u p p r e s s e d  f u r y .  “ I f  y o u  d o n ’ t  
c h o o s e  to  a c c e p t  m y  w o r d , I  r e t r a c t  m y  p r o m is e . 
I  s h a l l  t a k e  m y  o w n  c o u r se . Y o u  h a v e  d e fe a t e d  
y c u r  o w n  e n d s  b y  b e in g  a n  u n r e a s o n a b le  fo o l  a n d  
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b u l ly  m e . I  t e l l  y o u  I  w o n ’t  b e  
d r i v e n .”

G e o f f  s ig h e d  r e s ig n e d ly .
“  T h e n  I ’m  s o r r y  t o  in f l ic t  m y  c o m p a n y  u p o n  

y o u ,” h e  s a id , “ b u t  I ’m  a fr a id  i t  m u s t  b e  a n  a l l 
n ig h t  s it t in g .  I  s h a ll  n o t  le a v e  y o u , d a y  o r  n ig h t , 
u n t i l  t h a t  l e t t e r  is  w r i t t e n  a n d  p o s te d . I t ’s  s o m e 
w h a t  c h i l l y — w i t h  y o u r  p e r m is s io n  I ’l l  l i g h t  t h e  
fire , w h ic h  is  l a id  I  s e e . H a v e  y o u  s u p p e d  ? ”

B u n s e n  d id  n o t  c o n d e s c e n d  t o  r e p ly .  H e  s a t  
g a z in g  in  f r o n t  o f  h im , th e  p ic t u r e  o f  a  fu r io u s , 
s u l le n  m a n . G e o f f  l ig h t e d  t h e  f ir e  a n d  s a t  lo o k in g  
in t o  i t  w i t h  a n  e y e  r e a d y  t o  n o t e  t h e  s l ig h t e s t  
m o v e m e n t  o f  h is  c o m p a n io n . T h u s  t h e  p a ir  r e 
m a in e d  fo r  a n  h o u r  o r  m o r e , n e i t h e r  u t t e r in g  a  
w o r d .

S u d d e n ly  G e o f f  b r o k e  th e  s ile n c e .
“ A f t e r  a l l , ”  h e  s a id , “ i t  d o e s n ’t  m u c h  m a t t e r  

w h o  w r i t e s  t h e  le t t e r .  I  c o u ld  w r i t e  i t  m y s e l f  
a n d  s ig n  i t  in  y o u r  n a m e  ; t h e  m a in  o b je c t  is  t o  
d r a w  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  t h e  p o l ic e — o r o f  w h o m s o e v e r  
i t  m a y  c o n c e r n — to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u  a r e  f i t  t o  
t r a v e l  a n d  r e a d y  to  g o  s o u th . I  s h a l l  a l lo w  y o u  
a n o t h e r  h a l f - h o u r  t o  t h i n k  o v e r  t h e  m a t te r . A t  
t h e  e x p ir a t io n  o f  t h a t  t im e  I  s h a l l  w r i t e  th e  l e t t e r  
m y s e l f ; b u t  y o u  s h a ll  c o m e  w i t h  m e  t o  p o s t  i t ,  
B u n s e n , in  a n y  c a s e .”

B u n s e n  s a t  s t i l l ,  a n d  a n s w e r e d  n o th in g .
A t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a n  h o u r  h e  s u d d e n ly  

ro s e .
“  W e l l — 1  11 w r i t e  t h e  l e t t e r ,”  h e  s a id . “  I ’m  

s ic k  o f  y o u r  p r e s e n c e  h e r e ; I  w a n t  t o  g o  t o  b e d .”
“  S o  y o u  s h a l l  w h e n  t h e  l e t t e r  is  w r it t e n  a n d  

p o s t e d .”
B u n s e n  s a t  a n d  b e g a n  to  w r i t e .  A  m o m e n t  o r  

t w o  la te r , G e o ff ,  h e a r in g  s te p s  o u t s id e  in  t h e  r o a d , 
ro s e  fr o m  h is  c h a ir  in  o r d e r  t o  p a t r o l  t h e  c a r p e t  in  
f r o n t  o f  t h e  w in d o w s  : h e  w a s  a f r a id  l e s t  B u n s e n

s h o u ld  m a k e  a  r u s h  f o r  o n e  o f  th em  in order t 
c a l l  f o r  h e lp . ‘ w

T h i s  m o v e m e n t  o n  G e o ff 's  p a rt infuriated 
B u n s e n , o r  m a y b e  h e  b e c a m e  s u d d e n ly  bold in the 
p r o s p e c t  o f  a s s is ta n c e , h a v in g ,  l ik e  Geoff, heard 
t h e  s o u n d  o f  f o o t s t e p s  ; f o r  h e  a b ru p tly  seized a 
h e a v y  b r a s s  c a n d le s t ic k  t h a t  s to o d  a t  his elbow 
a n d  h u r le d  i t  a t  G e o f f ’s  h e a d  a s  he passed close 
b e h in d  t h e  t a b l e  a t  w h ic h  h e  s a t  a n d  wrote.

T h e  c a n d le s t ic k  s t r u c k  G e o f f  a t  th e  back of the 
n e c k ,  a n d  h e  s t u m b le d  fo r w a r d  w ith  th e sudden 
i m p a c t ,  a n d  fe l l .  I n  a  m o m e n t  B u n se n  was upon 
h im , a n d  f e e l i n g  in  h is  p o c k e t  fo r  th e  revolver.

“  H e lp  ! ”  h e  s h o u t e d , a t  th e  sam e moment 
“  I  a m  a t t a c k e d  b y  a  m a d m a n  ! ”  - • '

G e o f f  w a s  h a l f  s t u n n e d  b y  th e  b low , and for a 
m o m e n t  h e  w a s  s c a r c e ly  a b le  to  offer resistance 
B u n s e n  k n e l t  u p o n  t h e  s m a ll  o f h is  back and 
p r e s s e d  l m  fa c e  d o w n  in t o  th e  ca rp e t, h a lf suffo- 

. •, e a t i n g  h im , w h i le  w i t h  h is  r ig h t  h a n d  he felt for 
t h e  p is to l .  L u c k i l y  G e o f f  la y  upon it, and he 
c o u ld  n o t  g e t  a t  t h e  w e a p o n .

M e a n w h i le  t h e  s t e p s  h a d  s to p p e d  a t  the house 
d o o r ,  w h ic h  w a s  t h e n  o p e n e d  a n d  closed again; 
s o m e o n e  r a n  q u ic k l y  u p  th e  s ta ir s  an d  burst into 
t h e  ro o m .

T h e  n e w c o m e r  t o o k  in  th e  s itu a tio n  a t  a  glance; 
h e  u t t e r e d  a  c r y  o f  f u r y  o r  astonishm ent, or 
p e r h a p s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  m ix e d  e m o tio n s, and threw 
h i m s e lf  u p o n  th e  s t r u g g l i n g  m a ss  o f humanity.

I n  a  m o m e n t, B u n s e n , to  b is  d isgu st, found 
h i m s e lf  o v e r p o w e r e d  a n d  p u lle d  backw ard s, none 
t o o  g e n t ly .

“  G e t  u p , G e o ff , g e t  u p  ! G o o d  heaven s, you're 
n o t  h u r t ,  a r e  y o u  ? ”  B u n n y  b e n t  o v e r  his brother 
in  a  f r e n z y  o f  a la r m . “ A m  I  to o  la te ?  You 
s c o u n d r e l ,  B u n s e n , i f  y o u  h a v e  in ju red  him I 
s o le m n ly  s w e a r  I ’l l ----- ”

G e o f f  s ig h e d  a n d  s a t  u p .
“  D e a r  o ld  B u n n y ! ”  h e  s a id , s m ilin g  ; “ no; he 

s h ie d  s o m e th in g  a n d  h i t  m e  fro m  behin d when I 
w a s n ’ t  e x p e c t in g  it .  I  d o n ’t  th in k  it ’s much. 
W h a t  a  h a p p y  c h a n c e  t h a t  y o u  sh o u ld  have come 
j u s t  in  t i m e  to  h e lp  m e .”  .

B u n s e n  h a d  s lu n k  a w a y  a n d  now  sat stanng 
i n t o  th e  fire .

“  T h a n k  h e a v e n  ! y o u ’ re  n o t  murdered,” saw 
B u n n y  ; “  I  t h o u g h t  I  w a s  to o  la te . H e’s  capable 

o f  a n y t h in g .  I  h e a r d  fr o m  V e s t a  ha was wi 
y o u ,  a n d  h u r r ie d  u p . H e r e ’s  w h a t he threw at 
y o u  ; i t  w e ig h s  a b o u t  a  to n . N o wonder i 

b r o u g h t  y o u  d o w n .” .
“  I  w a s  a n  i d io t  t o  tu r n  m y  b a ck  upon nim- 

J o v e ! m y  n e c k ’s  s t i f f .  S i t  d o w n , Bunsen, an 
f in is h  t h a t  le t t e r ,  m y  f r ie n d . Y o u  n early  got 
b e t t e r  o f  m e  t h a t  t im e , b u t  th e  fa te s , yo u  see, a 
a g a i n s t  y o u .”  ,

“ I  s h o u ld  h a v e  w r u n g  y o u r  d a rn ed  nec'
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another m in u te,”  g r o w le d  B u n s e n . “ Y o u  w e re  
always cow ards, y o u  B i | b y s ,  a n d  in c l in e d  to  g o
tuo against o n e .” _

“That’s a lie, a n d  y o u  k n o w  i t  ! S t a n d  u p , t h is  
minute, and i ' l l  t a k e  y o u  o n  w it h  o n e  h a n d  ! "  s a id

^“ 1 shouldn't t r u s t  t h e  o th e r  f e l l o w  b e h in d  m e ,” 
Bunsen. “ I f  I  w e r e  g e t t i n g  t h e  b e s t  o f  i t  

lie’d come in w ith  y o u . A  p a ir  o f  b e a s t ly  c o w a r d s , 
1 call y o u !” _

jjunny strod e f u r io u s l y  u p  a n d  s to o d  b e fo r e  h im . 
“Look here, B u n s e n , k e e p  a  c i v i l  t o n g u e  in  y o u r  

head, my fr ie n d , o r  I  s h a l l  n o t  k e e p  m y  h a n d s  o f f  
tou; I haven’t  s o  g o o d  a  te m p e r  a s  G e o ff ,  r e m e m 
ber, and I sh o u ld  lo v e , b e y o n d  a n y t h i n g ,  to  s m a s h  
jour head. C o m e  n o w , s i t  d o w n  a n d  w r i t e  th e  
letter, w hatever i t  m a y  b e , a s  G e o f f  b id s  y o u , a n d  
be sharp ab ou t i t . ”

Bunsen rose s u lk i l y ,  a n d  m o v e d  to w a r d s  t h e
table.

“ I wouldn't h a v e  d o n e  i t  f o r  o n e  o f  y o u ,”  h e  
began; but B u n n y  u n c e r e m o n io u s ly  p u s h e d  h im  
forward, and h e  f lo p p e d  in to  t h e  w r i t i n g  c h a ir  
with a curse.

“ Write as I d ic t a t e ,”  s a id  G e o ff . “ T h a t  w i l l  
save trouble.”

Then Geoff d ic t a t e d  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  C o n t r o l le r  o f  
the Police D e p a r tm e n t , J o h a n n e s b u r g , s e t t i n g  
forth that the w r it e r ,  M r .  G u y  B u n s e n , c le r k  a n d  
Englishman, h a v in g  r e c o v e r e d  fr o m  t h e  in d is 
position w hich  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  h a d  p r e v e n t e d  h is  
departure from  t h e  c i t y  a t  th e  o u t b r e a k  o f  th e  
war, was now r e a d y  to  l e a v e  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  C o n 
troller should fo r w a r d  h i s  p a s s p o r t  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  
English station .

When it c a m e  to  s ig n i n g  th e  l e t t e r  B u n s e n  
made a last d e m o n s t r a t io n  o f  r e s is ta n c e , a n d  
absolutely re fu se d  to  s ig n  it .

“ Very w ell,”  s a id  G e o ff ,  r e s ig n e d ly , “  y o u  c a n  
have half-an lio u r . W h e n  t h a t  is  p a s t ,  I  s h a ll  
myself write a n d  p o s t  a n  u n s ig n e d  le t t e r  t o  th e  
Controller, a n d  s h a ll  m e n t io n  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  h a s  
food reason to  b e lie v e  t h a t  M r. B u n s e n  is  a c t in g
as an English spry in  J o h a n n e s b u r g ----- ”

\ou fo o l!”  c r ie d  B u n s e n . “ A s  i f  I  c o u ld n ’t  
Prove that yon — d is g u is e d  a s  a  B o e r , a n d  in  h id in g  
wre-are the s p y , a n d  n o t  I . ”

Certainly, if  y o u  c o u ld  p r o d u c e  m e ,” s a id  G e o ff , 
ot I shall m k e  g o o d  c a r e  t h a t  y o u  a r e  u n a b le  
do that, a n d  t h e y  w o n ’t  t a k e  i t  o n  t r u s t ,  y o u

j. eN> g iv e  m e  th e  c o n fo u n d e d  t h in g ,” s a id  
onsen, “ and I ’l l  s ig n  i t ; b u t  i f  I  d o n ’ t  p a y  y o u  
" or th is o n e  d a y ,  b o t h  o f  y o u , th e n  I  h o p e  

. o may din in y o u r  b e d s , w h ic h  is n ’ t  l i k e l y  in  
“ Ttf6’ t ' lcre  s  a  h a n g m a n  a b o u t .”  

ajj , !ts>i’ G e o ff , t a k i n g  t h e  s ig n e d  le t t e r  
Pacing i t  in  t h e  e n v e lo p e  w h ic h  h e  h a d

a lr e a d y  s ta m p e d  a n d  a d d r e s s e d . “ I l l  j u s t  s t e p  
o u t  a n d  p o s t  it . K e e p  a n  e y e  o n l t h e  g e n t le m a n , 
B u n n y ,  a n d  rjo n ’t  t u r n  y o u r  b a c l#  u p o n  h im . I  
t h i n k  a  b r e a th  o f  a i r  m a v  d o  m e  g o o d  a f t e r  t h a t  
f a l l .”

C H A P T E R  X I X .
FELLOW CONSPIRATORS.

A  f e w  m in u t e s  a f t e r  G e o f f ’s  d e p a r tu r e , B u n s e n  
w o r k e d  h im s e lf  u p  i n t o  a  c o n d it io n  o f  in s a n e  fu r y . 
W h e t h e r  h e  f a n c ie d  t h a t  B u n n y  w o u ld  p r o v e  a  
le s s  r e d o u b t a b le  a n t a g o n is t  th a n  G e o ff , o r  w h e t h e r  
h e  d e c id e d  t h a t  b y  t a k i n g  t h e  B i g b y s  b y  s u r p r is e  
a n d  o n e  a t  a  t im e  h e  w o u ld  e n jo y  a  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  
o f  o v e r c o m in g  b o th , a n d  t h u s  g r a t i f y  t h e  fe e l in g  
o f  r e v e n g e  w h ic h  a t  t h i s  m o m e n t  a c h e d  l i k e  th e  
p a n g s  o f  s t a r v a t io n  w i t h i n  h im , o r  w h a t e v e r  m a y  
h a v e  b e e n  h is  e x a c t  m o t iv e s ,  a t  a n y  r a t e  h e  lo s t  
c o n t r o l  o v e r  h is  d is c r e t io n , a n d  s u d d e n ly ,  u n e x 
p e c t e d ly ,  a n d  m o s t  f u r io u s l y  t h r e w  h im s e lf  u p o n  
B u n n y  a s  h e  s a t  in  t h e  lo u n g e  c h a ir  b e fo r e  t h e  fire .

T h e  o n s la u g h t  w a s  so  u n e x p e c t e d  a n d  so  
s p ir i t e d  t h a t  b o th  c h a i r  a n d  B u n n y  r o l le d  u p o n  
th e  f lo o r  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d , a lm o s t  b e fo r e  B u n n y  
r e a lis e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  a t t a c k e d ,  G u y ’s  f in g e r s  w e r e  
a b o u t  h is  t h r o a t ,  a n d  a  p r e s s u r e  w a s  b e in g  p u t  
u p o n  h is  w in d p ip e  w h ic h  w a s  u n b e a r a b le .

B u t  B u n s e n  h a d  —  to  u s e  a n  A m e r ic a n is m —  
b i t t e n  o f f  m o r e  t h a n  h e  c o u ld  c h e w .

B u n n y  w a s  a s  l i t h e  a n d  a c t iv e  a s  a  y o u n g  
le o p a r d . H e  h a d  n o t , m o r e o v e r , t h e  le a s t  in te n t io n  
o f  a l lo w i n g  h im s e lf  t o  b e  g a r o t t e d ,  a n d  t h e  s e n se  
o f  s u f fo c a t io n  i n s t a n t l y  r o u s e d  h im  t o  s o  d e s p e r a te  
a n d  i r r e s is t ib le  a n  o u t p u t  o f  e n e r g y  t h a t  B u n s e n  
l i t e r a l ly  h a d  n o t  a  c h a n c e . B u n n y  la id  h o ld  o f  h is  
w r is t s ,  fo r c e d  h is  h a n d s  a w a y ,  t w i s t e d  h im  ro u n d , 
a n d  w a s , in  h is  tu r n , o n  t o p  o f  h is  a n t a g o n is t ,  a n d  
a l l  in  th e  s p a c e  o f  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  s e c o n d s .

“  Y o u  v i l l a i n  ! ”  h e  g a s p e d , s o m e w h a t  o u t  o f  
b r e a t h  w it h  t h e  s h o r t  b u t  s h a r p  a t t a c k  o f  s t r a n g u 
la t i o n  t o  w h ic h  h e  h a d  b e e n  s u b je c te d . “ Y o u  
m e a n t  t h a t  fo r  m u r d e r  ! I t  w o u ld  s e r v e  y o u  r ig h t  
i f  I  g a v e  y o u  a  t o u c h  o f  th e  s a m e  t r e a t m e n t .”

“ N o ,  d o n ’t !  I  w a s  fu r io u s , a n d  d id n ’t  k n o w  
w h a t  I  w a s  d o in g . Y o u  c a n ’t  b la m e  a  fe l lo w  fo r  
g e t t i n g  a n g r y  w h e n  h e ’s  s e t  o n  a n d  m o b b e d  b y  
t w o .”

“  W e l l ,  I  w o n ’t  m u r d e r  y o u , a s  y o u  w o u ld  h a v e  
d o n e  b y  m e  i f  I  h a d  l e t  y o u , b u t  y o u  a re  n o t  to  b e  
t r u s te d . B i t i n g  d o g s  m u s t  b e  c h a in e d  u p  a n d  
m u z z le d , a n d  s o  m u s t  y o u . T a k e  o f f  t h a t  le a t h e r  
b e l t ! ”

B u n s e n ’s  d is c r e t io n  o n c e  a g a in  t o o k  w in g s  a n d  
fle d . H e  a lm o s t  s h r ie k e d  in  r e p l y ;  “ I  w o n ’t — I  
s w e a r  I  w o n ’t ! I f  y o u  la y  a  f in g e r  u p o n  m e  I ’ll
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s h o u t  t i l l  t h e  w h o le  s t r e e t  is  r o u s e d  ! I ’l l  g e t  y o u  
s h o t  y e t  fo r  s p y in g ,  y o u  s n e a k in g  c o w a r d , t h a t  
d a r e n ’ t  a p p e a r  b y  d a y l ig h t  w h e n  h o n e s t  f o l k s  a r e  
a b o u t !  I ’ l l - - - - - ”

W h a t  fu r t h e r  th r e a t s  B u n s e n  w a s  a b o u t  to  f u l 
m in a t e  m u s t  e v e r  r e m a in  u n k n o w n , fo r  a t  t h is  
i n s t a n t  B u n n y  d e f t l y  w h ip p e d  o u t  h is  h a n d k e r 
c h ie f ,  a n d , k n e e l in g  o n  t i le  o th e r ’s  c h e s t ,  c o n t r iv e d  
t o  p a s s  i t  o v e r  h is  m o u th , a n d — in  s p it e  o f  k i c k s  
a n d  s t r u g g le s — to  t ie  i t  b e h in d  h is  h e a d . T h i s  w a s  
b u t  a  t e m p o r a r y  m e a s u r e  —  a  d e m o n s tr a t io n , to  
m a s k  t h e  re a l a t t a c k .

T h e n , w h i le  B u n s e n ’s  h a n d s  w e r e  b u s y  t e a r in g  
a t  t h e  g a g  h e  u n fa s te n e d  h is  b e l t ; w h ic h  d o n e , 
h e  fo r c e d  h is  o p p o n e n t ’s  h a n d s  d o w n , a n d , k n e e l in g  
o n  o n e  w h i le  h e  h e ld  th e  o th e r , g o t  t h e  s t r a p  u n d e r  
a n d  ro u n d , so  t h a t ,  w i t h  a  q u ic k  t u g  t h r o u g h  t h e

T h e  g a g  w a s  h a l f  oil', and Bunsen 
s n a r le d  th e  w h ile  l i k e  a  w o lf ,  to o  m adly angry 
to  a r t i c u l a t e  h is  w o r d s , b u t  w ith  h a te  and murder 
a n d  a l l  t h e  e v i l  p a s s io n s  lo o k in g  o u t of his eyes, 
a n d  s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  e x p r e s s io n  a t  h is  lips.

B u n n y  w a s  e n g a g e d  in  a d ju s t in g  th e  gag mojjj 
s e c u r e ly , b e in g  a n x io u s  le s t  B u n se n  should fnl 
h is  t h r e a t  o f  s h o u t in g  fo r  h elp , w hen the door 
o p e n e d  a n d  G e o f f  r e a p p e a r e d .

“  H a l lo  ! ”  e x c la im e d  t h a t  astonished hem 
“  W h a t ’s  u p  ? H a v e  th e r e  b e e n  ructions again 

“ J u s t  a  b it. H e  t r ie d  t o  m u r d e r  me by stranga 
l a t i o n — t h a t ’s a l l ! ”  la u g h e d  B u n n y ;  “ hut 
h a r m le s s  n o w , fo r  a  w h i le  a t  le a st. He wan 
to  r o u s e  t h e  t o w n  b y  y e l l in g ,  so  I thoug t 
b e t t e r  p u t  h is  n o s e b a g  o n .”  f -i

“ Y e s , ”  s a id  G e o ff ,  “ q u i t e  r ig h t. I was am 
w e  s h o u ld  h a v e  to  d o  s o m e th in g  o f the sort.
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He appir " ic h e d  B u n s e n , in  o r d e r  t o  s e e  t h a t  lie  
Tras not L .u n d  o r  g a g g e d  s o  t i g h t l y  a s  to  c a u s e  
pain or d is c o m fo r t  in  b r e a t h in g ,  b u t  B u n s e n  
ticked s a v a g e ly  a t  h im .

“ We shall h a v e  t o  t ie  h im  to  a  c h a ir  a n d  le a v e  
him,” said G e o ff. “  I t ’s  g e t t i n g  l a t e — g o i n g  o n  fo r  
two. Lend a  h a n d , B u n n y ,  a n d  w e ’ ll  f ix  h im  u p  
in no tim e.

Between th e m , a n d  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  a  fe w  
kicks and m a n y  s c o w ls  o f  d e a d ly  h a tr e d , t h e y  
placed th e ir  m an  in  a  c o m fo r t a b le  c h a ir ,  t y i n g  h im  
securely in to  it , h a n d s  a n d  f e e t ,  a n d  r e a r r a n g in g  
the gag so th a t  i t  c o u ld  n o t  b y  a n y  e ffo r ts  o f  h is  
be displaced. _

And th e re  t h e y  l e f t  h im  to  w a i t  fo r  d a y l ig h t  
and the a r r iv a l  o f  t h e  B o e r  w o m a n  w h o  c a m e  
daily to see to  h is  r o o m s  a n d  h is  b r e a k f a s t .

“ I’m so rry  to  t r e a t  y o u  l i k e  th is ,  B u n s e n ,”  s a id  
Geoff a t p a r t in g , “  b u t  i f  y o u  a r e  e v e r  in  a  p o s it io n  
to consider th e  m a t t e r  i m p a r t i a l l y  y o u  w i l l  s e e  
that I w a s  o b lig e d  to  a c t  a s  I  h a v e ,  fo r  y o u  
threatened to  in fo r m  
against u s , a n d  w e  
cannot a ffo rd  t o - le a v e  
you at la rg e . O n e  
more w ord  —  i f  y o u  
should in ju re  Y e s t a  in  
any way, b y  w o r d  o r  
deed, 1 s w e a r  t h a t  I  
will seek y o u  o u t , 
wherever y o u  a re , a n d  
when I fin d  y o u  t h e  
matter s h a ll n o t  e n d , 
as now, w ith  g a g g in g  
and h a n d -ty in g . I  
forbid yo u  to  g o  t o  
her house, e v e n  i f  y o u  
should have th e  o p p o r 
tunity."

Bunsen g l a r e d  in  
response. I f  h e  c o u ld  
have m urd ered  G e o f f  
at that m o m e n t b y  
same process o f  s lo w  
torture he w o u ld  h a v e  
done it g la d ly .

Then th e y  le f t  h i m '  
and hastened a w a y .

11 Lock th e  d o o r  o n  
tire outsid a n d  t a k e  
t*re key,” ,a id  G e o ff . 

l\ e d o n t  w a n t  h im  
about too e a r ly .”

At the 1-ank h o u s e  
tirey found H u g h  a n d  
Rosenthal m  a  f e v e r  
°f anxiety, b u t  t h e  
51ght of b o th  t h e

b r o th e r s , s a fe  a n d  s m ilin g , q u ic k l y  r e s to r e d  th e m  
to  e q u a n im it y .

“ A r e  y o u  a l l  r e a d y  fo r  a  f l i t t i n g ? ” s a id  G e o ff . 
“  \V e  m u s t  b e  o f f  a t  o n ce . I t  w i l l  b e g in  to  g r o w  
l i g h t  in  a n  h o u r , a n d  b y  t h a t  t i m e  w e  m u s t  b e  
w e l l  o u t  o f  t h e  t o w n .”

W it h in  f iv e  m in u t e s  a l l  w a s  r e a d y .  T h e  r e m a in s  
o f  t h e  fo o d  h a d  b e e n  c u t  in to  p o r t a b le  s h a p e s  a n d  
p o c k e t e d ,  f la s k s  h a d  b e e n  fi l le d , a n d  r e v o lv e r s  
in s p e c te d .

T h e n  d o w n s t a ir s  t h e  p a r t y  c r e p t  a n d  o u t  in to  
t h e  d a r k n e s s . G e o f f  lo c k e d  t h e  c lo o r a n d  t o o k  
a w a y  t h e  k e y .  H e  lo o k e d  u p  a t  t h e  h o u s e  ; t h e  
u p p e r  w in d o w s  w e r e  b o a r d e d , a n d  t h e  lo w e r  o n e s  
s h u t t e r e d .  I t  d i d  n o t  w e a r  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  
h a v in g  b e e n  in h a b it e d .  A s s u r e d l y  n o  o n e  w o u ld  
s u s p e c t  i t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n y  o f  i t s  n e ig h b o u r s — a l l  
e q u a l l y  d e a d  to  d a i l y  l i f e  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
l i v i n g  m a n .

G e o f f  h a d  s e c u r e d  a  p o s tc a r d  a t  B u n s e n ’s, a n d  
h a d  a d d r e s s e d  i t  t o  V e s t a ,  h a v in g  h a s t i l y  s c r a w le d
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u p o n  i t  “ A l l  w e l l .  S o r r y  im p o s s ib le  to  c a ll  a g a in . 
D o n ’t  le t  G u y  b e  a d m it t e d  o n  a n y  p r e t e x t  w h a t 
e v e r .”

T h i s  h e  p o s te d  a s  th e  p a r t y  h a s t e n e d  th r o u g h  
th e  s t r e e ts ,  m a k in g  f o r  t h e  n e a r e s t  p o i n t  a t  w h ic h  
t h e  o p e n  c o u n t r y  w o u ld  b e  r e a c h e d . I n  te n  
m in u t e s  t h e y  w e r e  o u t  o f  im m e d ia t e  d a n g e r , a n d  
in  f i r te e n  w e l l  a w a y  fr o m  t h e  to w n .

T h e  t w o  y o u n g  B i g b y s  k n e w  e v e r y  in c h  o f  t h e  
d is t r ic t ,  a n d  q u i c k l y  le d  th e  p a r t y  t o w a r d s  a  p la c e , 
w e s t  o f  th e  t o w n  a n d  in  t h e  W o n d e r fo n t e in  d i r e c 
t io n , w h e r e  t h e y  k n e w  o f  a  s p o t  w h ic h  w o u ld  
m a k e  a n  e x c e l l e n t  h id in g - p la c e .

B y  th e  t im e  d a y l i g h t  h a d  b e g u n  to  r e n d e r  
fu r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  u n d e s ir a b le — i f  n o t  d a n g e r o u s —  
t h e y  h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e i r  in t e n d e d  s a n c tu a r y . T h i s  
w a s  a  p le a s a n t  s p o t  b y  th e  s id e  o f  a  s m a ll  r iv e r ,  
a  t r ib u t a r y  o f  t h e  W i lg e ,  w e l l  o f f  t h e  b e a t e n  t r a c k . 
T h e  n a r r o w  v a l l e y  w a s  s o  f u l l  o f  r o c k s  a n d  
b o u ld e r s , d e p o s it e d  b y  th e  r i v e r  in  a n c ie n t  d a y s , 
b e fo r e  i t  h a d  fa l le n  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  h u m b le  e s t a t e , 
t h a t  h id in g  w o u ld  in  c a s e  o f  n e e d  b e  a n  e a s y  
m a t te r , a n d  d is c o v e r y  d if f ic u lt .

H e r e  t h e y  e n c a m p e d  f o r  t h e  d a y ,  a n d  b e fo r e  
b r e a k f a s t in g  a n d  s e t t l in g  d o w n  t o  s le e p , w h ic h  
w o u ld  b e  d o n e  b y  tu r n s , t w o  w a t c h in g  a n d  t w o  
s le e p in g , a  c o n s u lt a t io n  w a s  h e ld  in  o r d e r  to  s e t t le ,  
i f  p o s s ib le , t h e  m a in  p o in ts  t o  b e  k e p t  in v ie w  
d u r i n g  th e  r e tr e a t .

“  H a s  a n y o n e  a  g o o d  id e a  1 ”  a s k e d  G e o ff .
S e v e r a l  w e r e  p u t  fo r w a r d  in  r e p ly  to  t h is  i n 

v i t a t io n ,  g o o d , b a d ,  a n d  in d if fe r e n t . T w o  w e r e  
r e s e r v e d  f o r  s e r io u s  c o n s id e r a t io n .

T h e  f ir s t  o f  th e s e  w a s , t h o u g h  m o r e  o r  le s s  
in g e n io u s , fo u n d  im p r a c t ic a b le  w h e n  c o n s id e r e d  
in  d e t a i l .  S t a t e d  s h o r t ly ,  i t  w a s  a s  fo l lo w s  :—

“  W e  a re  a l l  f o u r  B o e rs . W e  a re  d r e s s e d  a s  s u c h , 
a n d  m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  s u p p o r t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  ; b u t ,  
u n f o r t u n a t e ly ,  t w o  o f  u s  s p e a k  l i t t l e  o r  n o  D u t c h ,  
T h e s e  t w o  h a v e ,  t h e r e fo r e , b e e n  w o u n d e d  in  t h e  
j a w  o r  fa c e , a r e  b o u n d  u p , a n d  c a n n o t  s p e a k . T h e  
o t h e r  t w o  h a v e  a ls o  b e e n  w o u n d e d , b u t  h a v e  p r a c 
t i c a l l y  r e c o v e r e d . W e  a re  r e t u r n in g  t o  t h e  f r o n t  
fr o m  th e  n e a r e s t  h o s p it a l .”  ■

T h i s  p r o p o s e d  p la n  w a s  g r e e t e d  •w ith  n o  l i t t l e  
la u g h t e r ,  a n d  e v e n  B u n n y , w h o  w a s  i t s  a u th o r , 
w a s  q u it e  a l iv e  t o  t h e  h u m o u r  o f  i t .

I t  w o u ld  b e  so  r e m a r k a b le , a l l  a g r e e d , t h a t  t w o  
o u t  o f  f o u r  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  s o  b a d l y  w o u n d e d  in  
t h e  j a w  t h a t  e v e n  a f t e r  c o m in g  o u t  o f  h o s p it a l  
t h e y  s h o u ld  s t i l l  b e  u n a b le  t o  s p e a k . T h e  p la n  
m i g h t  w o r k  b r i l l i a n t l y  w it h  o n e  s i l e n t  m e m b e r , 
b u t  t w o  s u c h  j u s t  m a d e  t h e  d if fe r e n c e , a n d  r e n 
d e r e d  t h e  t h i n g  a b s u r d .

“  I t  w o u ld  b e  so  v e r y  a w k w a r d ,  to o , i f  t h e  
d o c t o r  a t  t h e  f r o n t  in s is te d  o n  t r e a t i n g  u s ,” s a id  
J a c k ,  “ a s  h e  p r o b a b ly  w o u ld .”

“  O r  i f , ”  a d d e d  H u g h , “  t h e  c o m m a n d a n t  h a p 

p e n e d  to  b e  a  s o f t - h e a r t e d  k in d  o f  an  individual 
a n d  s e n t  u s  b a c k  to  h o s p it a l  to  b e  b etter sttmL- 
t o g e t l ie r .”

S o  t h is  in g e n io u s  p la n  o f  B u n n y ’s  w as rejected
T h e  s e c o n d  s u g g e s t e d  s c h e m e  w a s  the offspring 

o f  H u g h ’s  b r a in , a n d  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  so promising 
t h a t  i t  w a s  a t  o n c e  a d o p t e d  nem, con., with con° 
g r a t u la t io n s  t o  t h e  a u t h o r .

H u g h ’s p la n  w a s  a s  fo l lo w s  :—
“ G e o f f  a n d  B u n n y  a r e  B o e r s . W e others are 

l o y a l i s t  f a r m e r s —  E n g l is h m e n  w ith  farm s in the 
T r a n s v a a l  o r  F r e e  S t a t e ,  w h o  h a v e  been com
m a n d e e r e d  u n d e r  h e a v y  p e n a lt ie s  to  serv e  against 
t h e  Q u e e n s  tr o o p s . W e  a r e  u n w illin g  to fight 
a g a in s t  t h e  E n g l is h ,  w h o m  w e  r e g a rd  as our own 
p e o p le . Y o u  o th e r  t w o  h a v e  b e e h  privately  re 
q u e s te d  t o  b r in g  u s  t o  t h e  fr o n t , a n d  to keep an 
e y e  u p o n  o u r  m o v e m e n ts . Y o u  a re  to  request the 
fie ld  c o r n e t  t o  p la c e  u s , t h e  s u sp e c te d  ones, in 
th o s e  c o r n e r s  w h e r e  t h e  b u l le t s  a re  lik e ly  to fly 
p r e t t y  t h i c k l y .  I n  t h e  e n d  w e  a ll hope to be 
e m p lo y e d  u p o n  o u t p o s t  d u t y ,  a n d  s h a ll then take 
th e  f ir s t  o p p o r t u n it y  t o  s l ip  o u t  a n d  g e t  within the 
B r it i s h  l in e s .”

“ Y e s , ”  s a id  G e o ff ,  w h e n  H u g h  h a d  finished the 
e x p o s it io n  o f  h is  p la n , “ t h a t ’s g o o d . I  think it 
h a d  b e t t e r  r e m a in  a t  th is ,  b o y s — w h a t do you 
o th e r s  t h i n k ? ”

A l l  h a ile d  t h e  s c h e m e  w i t h  acclam atio n , and 
G e o f f  p r o n o u n c e d  i t  to  h a v e  b e e n  adopted nm. 
con.

T h e  n e x t  q u e s t io n  w a s , w l i a t  p o in t  should be 
m a d e  t h e  o b je c t i v e  f o r  t h e  “ r e t ir e m e n t” from 
J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  a n d  a f t e r  c o n s id e r a tio n  it  was de
t e r m in e d  t h a t  t h is  s h o u ld  b e  so m e w h e re  near De 
A a r  o r  C o le s h e r g ,  o r  w h e r e v e r  a  B r it is h  division 
s h o u ld  h a p p e n  to  b e  fo u n d  a b o u t  those parts. 
W h ic h  k n o t t y  a n d  im p o r t a n t  p o in t  b ein g  settled, 
t w o  o f  t h e  p a r t y  s t r e t c h e d  th e m s e lv e s  out for a 
s le e p , w h i l e  t h e  r e m a in in g  p a ir  rem ain ed  awake 
t o  w a t c h ,  to  t a k e  t h e i r  tu r n  o f  re s t a t  midday.

C H A P T E R  X X .  #
COMMANDEERED.

S o  fa r  a s  a n y  d a n g e r  fr o m  th e  inquisitiveness of 
t h e  p o p u la t io n  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  n o  fe a rs  need have 
b e e n  e n t e r t a in e d . T h e  c o u n t r y  th r o u g h  which oor 
l i t t l e  p a r t y  t r a v e l le d  w a s  a s  b a r e  o f m ale 
t io n  a 3  a  t u r n ip - f ie l d  is  o f  s tra w b e rr ie s . There 
w e r e  w o m e n  in  t h e  s m a ll  to w n s  a n d  villages, 
n o  m e n  ; th e  t o w n  g u a r d  o f  s o m e  o f  these pi1®3 
w a s  c o m p o s e d  o f  la d s  o f  th ir te e n  y e a rs , who were 
b e  s e e n  b e in g  d r i l le d  in  th e  w o r k  th e y  were ex
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Ticctedtodo in d e fe n c e  o f  t h e ir  h o m e s , a n d  s e e m e d  
Intake the m a tte r  v e r y  s e r io u s ly .

But tra m p in g  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u n t r y  w a s  w e a r y  
mrk indeed, a n d  m o r e  th a n  o n e  o f  t h e  p a r t y  b e 
came very fo o ts o re  a f t e r  t w o  d a y s  o f  i t .

But horses w e re  e x t r e m e ly  s c a r c e  a n d  d e a r , a n d  
ibe four m en b e tw e e n  t h e m  h a d  s c a r c e ly  m o n e y  
enough to b u y  a  s in g le  o n e . - N e v e r t h e le s s ,  a f t e r  
consultation i t  w a s  d e t e r m in e d  t o  o b t a in  o n e , a t  
any rate, b y  f a ir  m e a n s . I t  w o u ld  b e  a  r e l i e f  to  
ride from tim e  to  l im e , a n d  t h e y  c o u ld ,  m o u n t  t h e  
beast by tu rn s. I t  m ig h t  b e  a d v i s a b le  t o  g e t  h o ld  
of asecond h o rs e  ; i f  so , i t  m u s t  b e  o b t a in e d  b y  
foul means.

“ Stolen, d o  y o u  m e a n ? ”  s a i d  G e o ff , in  s o m e  
surprise. “  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  t h a t  I  q u i t e  l i k e  t h e  
idea.” I t  w as J a c k  R o s e n t h a l ’s  s u g g e s t io n .

“ W ecan e a s i ly  n o te  t h e  a d d r e s s , a n d  s e n d  t h e  
value a fte rw a rd s,-’ h e  e x p la in e d . “  N o b o d y  w i l l  
be any the w o rs e  ; w e  s h a ll  p a y  th e m  a  f u l l  p r ic e  
when the tim e  c o m e s .”

“ We’ll b u y  o n e  f ir s t ,  a n d  s e c  h o w  w e  g e t  o n ,’’ 
said Geoff. •

But a t th e  f ir s t  fa r m h o u s e  r e a c h e d  a f t e r  t h is  
arrangement th e r e  l iv e d  a n  o ld  B o e r  w h o  w a s  o n e  
of the o ld -fa sh io n ed  u n c o m p r o m is in g  a n g lo p h o b e s . 
The old fe llo w  w a s  f a r  to o  o ld  t o  f ig h t , t h o u g h  h o  
explained th a t  h o  h a d  t a k e n  a  h a n d  a t  M a ju b a , 
and had had th e  p le a s u r e  o f  s h o o t in g  f iv e  rooin els  
there, and o th e rs  a t  L a i n g 's  N e k .

“ Ha! w e’re o f f  t o  le n d  a  h a n d  in  t h a t  k in d  o f  
business. W e ’v e  h a d  a  tu r n  a lr e a d y ,  a n d  lo s t  o u r  
horses; don’t  h a p p e n  t o  h a v e  a n y  f o r  s a le , d o  
yon!” asked  B u n n y .

“ I had ten , a n d  s ix  m u le s , b u t  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  
mmmandeered e x c e p t  o n e — m y  o ld  s a d d le  n a g . 
Im keeping h im  to  r id e  t o  P r e t o r ia ,  to  s e e  R h o d e s  
thot in the m a r k e t  p la c e .”

“ Ah! th a t w o u ld  b o  a  g r a n d  s ig h t ,  in d e e d  ! "  
aid G e o ff; “ b u t  w e ’ v e  g o t  to  c a tc h  h im  firs t . 
Iheysay h e ’s  v e r y  s l im .”

“ Oh! he m a y  b e  t h a t ,  b u t  o ld  C r o n je  is  s lim  
Jko. I kn ow  C r o n je  ; I ’v e  f o u g h t  w i t h  h im  ; h e ’s
^ dy as an o ld  j a c k a l .  W h e r e  d o  y o u  c o m e  
from!”

" K r u g c i s . l u r p s a i d  G e o ff .
And y o u ? ”  c o n t in u e d  t h e  o ld  m a n , a d d r e s s in g  

n§h, who d id  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  a  w o rd  o f  w h a t  h e  
« j l " saine l^ a c e i I  s u p p o s e  ? ”  

ue com es fro m  n e a r  K r u g e r s d o r p , t o o ,” s a id  
tkt O v*sh:r.g t o  s a v e  th e  t r o u b l e  o f  e x p la i n i n g  

Hugh w a s — a s  a r r a n g e d — a  c o m m a n d e e r e d  
^ M i u a m  .

th ^ °' U'  ̂ ÎC saAF s o ’ O is te a d  o f  s t a n d in g  
|;rMike a  - lu ffe d  c o w  ? ”  s a id  t h e  B o e r .

t 03 '  a  s h o c k — c o n c u s s io n , p o o r  f t l l o w ,
01 oue o f th e  n e w  E n g l is h  s h e lls ,”  s a id  G e o f f  : 

1,0Can’t spr ,1;.”
vol. in.—. ,

“ A n d  h e ’s  g o in g  t o  f ig h t  a g a in  1 T h a t ’s  t h e  
k in d  o f  m a il  fo r  m e. S h a k e  h a n d s , l a d  ; g i v e  u s  
y o u r  h a n d .”

“ S h a k e  h a n d s  w i t h  h i m ,” w h is p e r e d  B u n n y ,  
s t a n d in g  n e a r ,  a n d  H u g h  p r o m p t ly  t o o k  t h e  h i n t  
a n d  d id  so.

“  I  s a y , H u g h ,”  G e o f f  la u g h e d ,  p r e s e n t ly ,  w h e n  
t h e  p a r t y  h a d  le f t  t h e  fa r m , a f t e r  h a v in g  lu n c h e d  
w e l l  a t  t h e  o ld  B o e r ’s  e x p e n s e ; “  t h i s  w o n ’t  d o . 
Y o u  m u s t  b in d  y o u r  h e a d  u p  w h e n  w e ’re  a m o n g  
B o e r s  ; y o u  n e a r ly  g a v e  t h e  s h o w  a w a y  ! T h e  o ld  
b o y  s a id  y o u  s to o d  th e r e  l i k e  a  s t u f fe d  c o w , a n d  
1  h a d  to  e x p la in  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  s u ffe r e d  c o n c u s s io n  
fr o m  a  s h e l l ,  a n d  h a v e  l o s t  t h e  u s e  o f  y o u r  v o ic e .”

“  H e  s e e m e d  to  l i k e  m e  a l l  th e  s a m e ,”  s a id  
H u g h .

“  T h a t  w a s  b e c a u s e  I  to ld  h im  y o u  w e r e  g o in g  
t o  f ig h t ,  i n  s p it e  o f  b e in g  a  s tu f fe d  c o w . A n o t h e r  
f e l l o w  m ig h t  n o t  b e  s o  e a s i l y  s a t is f ie d ,  u n le s s  
y o u ’re  b o u n d  u p  a  b it .  Y o u  s e e ,  y o u  o u g h t  t o  
k n o w  some D u t c h  i f  y o u ’re  a  f a r m e r  o n  B o e r  
s c i l . ”

S o  H u g h  p r o m is e d  to  s w a t h e  h i s  h e a d  in  a  
b a n d a g e  n e x t  t im e , a n d , in d e e d , m a d e  a  p o in t  o f  
d o in g  so  in  fu t u r e  w h e n e v e r  th e r e  w e r e  B o e r s  t o  
b e  d e a lt  w i t h .  ,

J a c k  k n e w  a  l i t t l e  D u t c h — q u it e  e n o u g h , h o  
s a id , f o r  a  vitally l o y a l i s t  fa r m e r .

B u t  t h e  n e e d  o f  h o r s e s  b e c a m e  u r g e n t ,  f o r  
B u n n y ’s  f e e t  w e r e  s o r e , a n d  t h e  s l i g h t  w o u n d  lie  
h a d  r e c e iv e d  a t  h is  c a p t u r e  b o th e r e d  h im  t o  s o m e  
e x t e n t .

“  W e  m u s t  h a v e  a  c o u p le  o f  h o r s e s  a t  le a s t ,”  l ie  
s a id .  “ J a c k ’s  p la n  i3  a  p e r f e c t ly  j u s t i f i a b l e  o n e . 
W e  c a n  f in d  o u t  t h e  a d d r e s s  o f  t h o  p e o p le  w o  
‘ b o r r o w ’ t h e  a n im a ls  fr o m  b e fo r e  h e lp in g  o u r 
s e lv e s .  B e s id e s , i t  w o u ld n ’ t  b e  w is e  t o  s p e n d  a l l  
w e  h a v e  o n  a  h o r s e  w h e n  w e  s t i l l  h a v e  s o  f a r  to  
g o . W e ’ l l  b a g  a  c o u p le , a n d  p a y  a f t e r w a r d s  f o r  
b o t h .”

T h e r e  w a s  s e n s e  in  t h is ,  a n d  i t  w a s  a g r e e d  to  
a d o p t  J a c k ’s  p la n  a s  a m e n d e d  b y  B u n n y ,  a n d  
b o r r o w  t w o  h o rs e s  a t  le a s t .  A n d  a n  o p p o r t u n it y  
s o o n  c a m e .

I t  c a m e  i n  a  s m a ll  to w n s h ip , o r  v i l la g e ,  s o m e  
s i x t y  m ile s  s o u t h - w e s t  o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g . T h e  
p a r t y  t r a m p e d  in to  t h e  p la c e , w e a r y  a n d  lim p in g , 
a n d  in q u ir e d  a t  a n  in n  fo r  h o rs e s .

“  T o  b u y  1 ”  a s k e d  t h e  in n k e e p e r . “  W h e r e  a re  
y o u r  o w n  ? ”

“  O u r  t w o  a r e  b o t h  s h o t ,”  s a id  G e o f f ,  n o d d in g  a t  
B u n n y . “  T h e  o t h e r  i w o  f e l l o w s  a r e  E n g l is h  
f a r m e r s ; a l l  t h e ir  h o r s e s  w e r e  c o m m a n d e e r e d , 
a n d  n o w  t h e y ’re  o r d e r e d  to  t h e  f r o n t  th e m s e lv e s . 
T h e y  d o n ’ t  l i k e  i t , ’ l ie  a d d e d  i n  a  lo w  t o n e ;  “ w e ’ re  
h e r e  t<*$ee t h e y  g e t  a lo n g ,  a n d  I  t e l l  y o u  w e  h a v e  
o u r  h a n d s  f u l l . ”

“  S o  y o u  w a n t  to  m o u n t  t h e m  ! W h y ,  t h e y ’l l
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BE is  ji: eg  n jic p  a co vtle  o r bhotb in quick buccebsion,
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ridea^ay on y o u r  l io r s e s  f i r s t  t h in g ,  a n d  g o  b a c k
m their farm s ! ”  _

'■ Vot t l i c v - ' v c  h o ld  th e  g u n s ,  m y  f r ie n d .”
“ Well do us y o u  l i k e  w i t h  t h e  n a g s — w h a t  d o  I  

ate so long os I  g e t  m y  m o n e y  f o r  th e m  ? "  _
With these w o r d s  m in e  h o s t  d is a p p e a r e d  in to  

liis yard, in o rd e r t o  fe tc h  t h e  h o r s e s , r e a p p e a r in g  
presently w ith  a  g r o o m - la d , e a c h  le a d i n g  a  h o r s e . 

“ Trot them  u p  a n d  d o w n ,” s a i d  G e o f f ; “ l e t ’s  
eehow th ey m o v e .”  _

is  the g ro o m  t r o t t e d  t h e  le a d i n g  h o r s e  p a s t  
jack who s to o d  in  th e  r o a d , t h a t  c o n s p ir a to r  
tripped up th e  la d  a n d  s p r a n g  u p o n  t h e  h a c k  o f  
the h arse, w h ic h  i n s t a n t l y  b r o k e  i n t o  a  s t a r t le d  
gallop.

“ Thunder ! ” s h o u te d  G e o f f ,  “ l ie ’s o f f  w i t h  th e  
horse! G iv e  m e  t h e  o th e r , q u ic k  ! ”  G e o f f  f ir e d  a  
couple of sh o ts  i n t o  th e  v a u l t  o f  h e a v e n , a n d , 
seizing the b r id le  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  h o r s e , ju m p e d  o n  
his back and d a s h e d  o f f  in  p u r s u i t .

“See to th e  o th e r  f e l lo w , .J a n ! ”  h e  s h o u te d  b a c k  
to Bunny, w h o  p r o m p t ly  l a i d  h o ld  o f  H u g h ,  a s  
though alarm ed  l e s t  h e  to o  s h o u ld  a t t e m p t  a  b o lt . 
Tie innkeeper w a s  e n t ir e ly  d e c e iv e d .

Down the ro a d  h e  ra n , in  a  v a in  a t t e m p t  t o  k e e p  
tic horses in v ie w , a n d  s h o u t i n g  f o r  s o m e o n e  to  
stop or to sh o o t t h e  t h i e v in g  r a s c a l .

A man ran o u t o f  a  h o u s e  n e a r  t h e  e n d  o f  th o  
tom “ W h o  h a s  t o  b e  s h o t — w h ic h  o f  t h e m ? ” 
lie shouted, g e t t in g  h is  r i f le  u n s lu n g  a n d  p la c in g  
itto.his sh ou ld er.

“The fro n t o n e  ! S t o p  h im , H e in r ic h ,  f o r  th e  
lore of H e a v en  ! H e  is  s t e a l i n g  a  h o r s e  ! T h e  
other fellow w ill  n e v e r  c a tc h  h im  o n  o ld  W il le m  !” 

Heinrich fired  a  c o u p le  o f  s h o t s  in  q u ic k  s u c c e s -  
tioo. The le a d in g  h o r s e m a n , a t  t h e  s e c o n d  r e p o r t , 
w  seen to s t a r t  a n d  s h o u t  s o m e th in g  t o  h is  
pursuer.

“The second g o t  h im ,”  s a id  H e i n r i c h ;  “ Izp 
ton’t ride f a r ! ”

Ey this tim e  a l l  t h e  in h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e —  
TOuen and c h ild r e n — h a d  c r o w d e d  o u t  o f  t h e i r  

>es to see th e  f u n .  B u n n y  a n d  H u g h  r u s h e d  
down the read  w i t h  th e  r e s t  o f . t h e  p o p u la t io n . 
Hit innkeeper ra n  p a n t in g  a n d  s w e a r in g  a lo n g s id e  
of them. “ 1  s h a ll lo s e  m y  h o r s e , a l l  th r o u g h  y o u r  
^founded fr ie n d  ! ”  h e  s a id . “  I  w is h  t o  th u n d e r  
you had never c o in e  m y  w a y  ! ”

Bunny rea u re d  t h e  fe l lo w . 
iou n eed n 't f e a r ,”  lie  s a id ,  “ h e ’s  a  r ic h  m a n , 
JouTl g e t th e  v a lu e  o f  i t  o n e  d a y  i f  P i e t  

1 l? ,l tca tch h im . A s k  f o r  R o s e n t h a l  s  fa r m  o u t-  
1 ■ w h e n  t h e  w a r ’s  o v e r .”

o rather h a v e  m y  h o r s e  n o w ,” s a id  t h e  m a n  
“ an d  I  s h a l l  s e e  I  d o n ’ t  lo s e  s ig h t  o f  

^  ®y frien d, u n t i l  I  g e t  i t . ”  
ii " > y o 'id  b e t t e r  f o l lo w  m e  to  th e  f r o n t  i f

the c a ; ”

A t  t h i s  t h e  B o e r  a l t e r e d  h is  to n e . “ W e l l ,  d o  
y o u r  b e s t  fo r  m e , I  m u s t  h a y e  m y  h o r s e — b o t h  
h o rs e s . I s  t h a t  o th e r  f e l lo w  to  b e  t r u s t e d ,  t h e  o n e  
t h a t  p u r s u e d  V

“ A b s o l u t e l y ;  y o u  a r e  s u r e  o f  y o u r  h o r s e s  o r  
t h e i r  m o n e y  v a lu e . Y o u  c o u ld  c la im  fr o m  G o v e r n 
m e n t  i f  h e  d id n ’ t  p a y .”

“  W h a t ’s  h is  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  ? G i v e  m e  t h a t ,  
a n d  w e ’l l  s a y  n o  m o r e  a b o u t  d e t a in in g  y o u .”

B u n n y  g a v e  t h e  a d d r e s s  a s  P i e t  K u y p e r ,  B o k -  
fo n t e in  F a r m , n e a r  J o h a n n e s b u r g , a n d  w a s  a l lo w e d  
t o  d e p a r t  in  p e a c e  t o g e t h e r  w it h  H u g h .

T h e y  m e t  a  f e w  s t r a g g l i n g  b o y s  a n d  t h e  m a n  
w i t h  t h e  r if le . T h e s e  h a d ,g i v e n  u p  t h e  c h a s e  a n d  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  b o th  h o r s e s  h a d  g a l lo p e d  r ig h t  a w a y  
o v e r  t h e  v e ld t .

“  T h e  f r o n t  m a n  w o n ’ t  r id e  fa r , h e  l ia s  a  b u l le t  
in  h im ,”  s a id  H e in r ic h ,  p r o u d ly .

“ I  h o p e  t o  g o o d n e s s  th e  r a s c a l is  ly i n g ,”  s a id  
H u g h ,  h u r r y i n g  fo r w a r d  a n x io u s ly .  “ W e  d i d n ’ t  
b a r g a in  f o r  J a c k  to  b e  s h o t  a t  b y  a n y o n e  b u t  

'  G e o f f .”
B u t  w h e n  t h e y  h a d  p r o c e e d e d  f o r  a  c o u p le  o f  

m ile s  o r  m o r e  t h e y  c a m e  u p o n  a  s o r r y  s ig h t .  J a c k  
R o s e n t h a l  la y  in  t h e  s h a d e  o f  a  b o u ld e r  b y  a  b r o o k , 
lo o k in g  p a te  a n d  s ic k  ; h is  c o a t  w a s  o f f  a n d  h js  
■ shirt s le e v e  r o l le d  to  t h e  s h o u ld e r , a n d  G e o f f  b e n t  
o v e r  h im  w a s h i n g  a n d  d o c t o r in g  h is  a r m , h a l f  w a y  
b e t w e e n  e lb o w  a n d  s h o u ld e r , w h e r e  t h e  q u ic k l y  
f lo w in g  b lo o d  s h o w e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  s t r u c k  b y  
H e i n r i c h ’s  b u lle t .

J a c k  w a s  in  c o n s id e r a b le  p a in  ; h e  b e lie v e d  t h e  
b o n e  w a s  c h ip p e d  o r  s h a t t e r e d ,  b u t  t h e  b u l le t  h a d  
p a s s e d  c le a n  t h r o u g h  h is  a r m , p a s s in g  o u t  a t  t h e  
o p p o s ite  s id e  ,

“ I  s h a l l  fe e l  b e t t e r  p r e s e n t ly ,” h e  s a id . “ I ’v e  
b e e n  a b u s in g  p o o r  G e o f f  l i k e  a  p i c k - p o c k e t ; I  
t h o u g h t  l ie  h a d  s h o t  m e  in s t e a d  o f  f i r in g  w i d e .”

“  W h e n  y o u  fe e l  u p  t o  i t ,  o ld  m a n , y o u ’d  b e t t e r  
g e t  on t h e  h o r s e  a n d  r id e  o n  a  b i t ,  in  c a s e  o f  p u r 
s u i t ,”  s a id  H u g h ;  “ t h e  o ld  b o y  w h o  o w n s  th e  
h o r s e s  s e e m s  e x t r e m e ly  a n g r y .”

S o  J a c k  w a s  h e lp e d  t o  m o u n t , a n d  t h e  p a r t y  
r o d e  o n  f o r  f iv e  o r  s i x  m ile s  u n t i l  a  p r e t t y  fa r m  
w a s  r e a c h e d , s t a n d in g  a t  t h e  fo o t  o f  a  w o o d e d  h i ll .  
H e r e  t h e y  s to p p e d , l i f t i n g  J a c k  f r o m  h is  s a d d le , 
a n d  a s k e d  fo r  fo o d  a n d  s h e lte r .  A  fe w  K a ff ir s  
w e r e  w o r k in g  in  t h e  f ie ld s , b u t  n o  w h it e  m e n  
w e r e  t o  b e  s e e n  ; t h e  s o le  w h i t e  in h a b i t a n t s  
a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  t w o  B o e r  w o m e n , m o t h e r  a n d  
d a u g h te r .

T h e s e  g o o d  s o u ls  s o a n  p r o v e d  t h e m s e lv e s  t o  
b e  o f  t h e  s y m p a t h e t ic  k i n d — tr u e  w o m e n , w h o s a  
h e a r t s  b e a t  h ig h  w i t h  p i t y  f o r  t h e  w o u n d e d  a n d  
d is tr e s s e d  ; w h o  a s k  n o  q u e s t io n s , b u t  a ffo r d  h e lp  
a n d  c o m fo r t  f o r  t h e  lo v e  o f  h u m a n it y .

“  P o o r  f e l lo w , p o o r  f e l l o w  ! ”  s a id  t h e  o ld  T a n t e .  
“  W o u n d e d , I  s e e  ! O h .  t h e  c r u e l w a r ! L e t  h im
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c o m e  in . R u n  u p  a n d  p r e p a r e  th e  g u e s t-r o o m , 
M a r t a ,  w h i l e  I  fe t c h  fo o d .”

B o t h  w o m e n  b u s t le d  o u t , le a v i n g  t h e  fo u r  m e n  
in  t h e  k i t c h e n .  - - -

“  D e a r ,  g o o d  s o u ls  ! ”  s a id  G e o ff . I t  g o e s  
a g a in s t  t h e  g r a in  t o  d e c e iv e  s u c h  p e o p le , y e t  d e 
c e iv e  t h e m  w e  m u s t , I  s u p p o s e . T h e y ’l l  w a n t  t o  
k n o w  a l l  a b o u t  u s , a n d  w e  m u s t  b e  c o n s is t e n t  a n d  
s t i c k  t o  o u r  fa b le  a b o u t  c o m m a n d e e r e d  l o y a l i s t s  
a n d  so  o n .”

W h e n  n e s t  T a n t e  e n te r e d  t h e  ro o m  G e o f f  s p o k e  
t o  h e r :—

“ I  t h i n k  w e  o u g h t  t o  t e l l  y o u , T a n t e ,  t h a t  
t h e  w o u n d e d  m a n  is  a n  E n g l is h m a n , a n d  s o  is  t h i s  
o th e r . T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c o m m a n d e e r e d  f o r  s e r v ic e  
a g a in s t  t h e i r  o w n  p e o p le , a n d  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  a v e r s e  
t o  t h e  w o r k .”

“  N o n e  t h e  w o r s e  f o r  t h a t ! F a r m e r s ,  I  s u p p o s e , 
in  T r a n s v a a l  t e r r i t o r y  o r  t h e  F r e e  S t a t e  1 ”

“  J u s t  so , T a n t e .  I  w i l l  t e l l  y o u , f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  w e  
w e r e  o b lig e d ,  o w in g  t o  t h e  w e a r in e s s  o f  t r a v e l l in g  
o n  fo o t ,  t o  b o r r o w  t w o  h o r s e s  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  
H a r t e f o n t e in ,  W e  i n t e n d  t o  r e t u r n  o r  p a y  fo r  
th e m , b u t  t h e  o w n e r  b e lie v e d  u s  t o  b e  e v i l  f o l k  
a n d  r o b b e r s , a n d  fir e d  u p o n  u s  a s  w e  l e f t  t h e  
v i l l a g e — t h a t  is  h o w  t h i s  o n e  is  w o u n d e d .”

“  Y o u  c o m m a n d e e r e d  t h e m , a f t e r  a  fa s h io n , t h a t  
is. Y o u  r e q u ir e d  t h e m  fo r  t h e  s e r v ic e  o f  t h e  
a l l ie d  S t a t e s  ; I  d o  n o t  c o n s id e r  t h a t  v e r y  w r o n g

in  w a r .  I f  y o u  a r e  s u re  t h a t  th e  owner will U 
r e c o m p e n s e d , h e  w i l l  s u ffe r  n o  h a rm .”

“  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  k i n d  w o rd s , Tante. Yea 
w i l l  n o t , th e n , t u r n  o u r  s i c k  m an  o u t of doors J”

“  G o d  f o r b id  ! ”  s a id  t h e  T a n t e  piously. “ But 
i n  c a s e  y o u  s h o u ld  b e  p u r s u e d , i t  w o u ld  be as well 
i f  y o u  t w o  ro d e  a w a y  m e a n w h ile — w hen you hare 
e a t e n — in t o  th e  w o o d , w h i le  th e s e  tw o  remain in 
b e d . I  w i l l  s e e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  d istu rb ed , and will 
d i r e c t  t h e  p u r s u e r s  o v e r  t h e  v e ld t — i f  you  are sure 
t h a t  t h e  m a n  w i l l  b e  p a id  fo r  h is  horses.”

“  I n d e e d , T a n t e ,  h e  s h a l l  ! Y o u  shall give me 
h is  n a m e — i t  is  t h e  in n k e e p e r  a t  H artefontein- 
a n d  I  p le d g e  m y  w o r d  h e  s h a ll  be paid .”

“  T h e n  th e r e  is  n o  h a r m  d on e. Here is tie 
d in n e r — e a t , a l l ,  a n d  w e l c o m e ! ”

W h e n  G e o f f  a n d  B u n n y  h a d  fin ished  a hurried 
m e a l,  t h e y  w e n t  o u t  in  o r d e r  to  h id e  their horses 
a n d  t h e m s e lv e s  f o r  a  w h i le ,  a s  T a n te  suggested, in 
th e  w o o d . B u t  t h e y  h a d  s c a r c e ly  se t foot in the 
y a r d  w h e n  G e o f f  h u r r ie d  b a c k  in to  th e  house.

“  G o  u p  a n d  g e t  in to  b e d  q u ic k ly , both of you," 
h e  s a i d . . “  T h e r e  a r e  fo u r  fe l lo w s  rid in g  down the 
ro a d . I ’v e  e x a m in e d  t h e m  th r o u g h  m y glasses, 
a n d  I ’m  a lm o s t  c e r ta in  o n e  is  G u y  Bunsen. Keep 
a  s t a in e d  r a g  r o u n d  y o u r  h e a d , H ugh, and be 
b a d l y  w o u n d e d  a n d  u n c o n s c io u s . B e  quick, above 
e v e r y t h i n g  ! I f  i t  is  B u n s e n , w e  are in serions 
d a n g e r ! ”
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B I C Y C L E  B R A K E S .
By H aydon P erry.

WH A T  is  t h e r e  in  t h e  w h o le  r a n g e  o f  o u t 
d o o r  p a s t im e s  t h a t  is  t o  b e  c o m p a r e d  
w ith  th e  s w if t ,  e x c i t i n g ,  d o w n - h i l l  r u s h  

of tho “ c o a s t i n g ”  c y c l i s t ?
'T is  more than skating, bound 
Steel-shod to the level ground. *

These a re  th e  l in e s  fr o m  a  b o y ’s s o n g ,  w r it t e n  
by H. C . B e e c h in g  o n  “  G o i n g  d o w n  h i l l  o n  a  
Bicycle.”  T h e r e  i s  a  f i n e  e n t h u s ia s m  a b o u t  
them, w h ich  ru n s  a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  v e r s e s ,  a s  h e r e :

With lifted feet, hands still,
I am,poised, and down the hill 
Dart, with heedful mind ;
The air goes by in a  wind.

Swifter and yet more swift, 
fill the heart, with a  m ighty lift,
Makes the lungs laugh  and the 

throat c r y :
"0 bird, see— see. bird, I fly 1 •

" Is this, is this your joy,
0  bird ? Then 1 , though a boy,
For a golden moment share 
Your feathery life in a ir ! "

There y o u  h a v e  it  a l l —  
the true s p ir it  o f  t h e  t h i n g  ; 
the fierce j o y  t h a t  is  s n a t c h e d ,  t h e  e x h i la r a 
tion o f th e  w ild , i n p e t u o u s  d o w n r u s h . B u t  
there is a  p r a c t ic a l  a s  w e l l  a s  a  p o e t i c a l  s id e  
to this d e lig h t fu l  fo r m  o f  r e c r e a t io n .  I t  is  
because it is  b e c o m in g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  t o  b e .,  
realised a s  o n e  o f  t h e  c h i e f  d e l ig h t s  o f  c y c l i n g  
that it has b e e n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  g iv e  m o r e  a n d  
more a tte n tio n  t o  t h e  m e c h a n i c a l  m e a n s  b y  
*hich th is fa s c in 
ating form o f  f l ig h t  
may be m a d e  fr e e  
bom all h a z a rd , 
and re n d e red  a s  

as it is  e n 
joyable.

It is a  A n g u la r  
‘act that m o s t  
v e h i c l e s  a re  
brought to i  s ta g e  
of perfection lo n g  

otore ad i u a te  m e a n s  o f  c h e c k i n g  t h e i r  s p e e d  
®ve been in v e n te d . T h e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  t h e  r a il-  
ttay brake- - e v e n  i f  t h a t  c a n  b e  s a id  to  b e  a c c o m -  
pished— is a n  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  c o m p a r a t iv e l y  
^oent tim es. N e a r l y  a l l  b r a k e s  fo r  h o r s e - d r a w n  
o icles a re  c r u d e  a n d  a n t i q u a t e d .  T h e r e  is  

t h a  k m k e  f o r  t h e  n e w  m o t o r  c a r r ia g e s  
r 11 .does n ° t  fa ll  s h o r t  o f  p o s s i b l e  e m e r g e n c y  
^ p iirem en ts; a n d  u n t i l  t h e  la s t  fe w  y e a r s  t h e r e  

no P ic y c le  b r a k e  t h a t  w a s  n o t  m a r r e d  b y

G A AIA C E  S H O L B O R N  B R U S H  BRAKE,

EACir. BACK-PEDAL BAND BRAKE.

v e r y  o b v io u s  s h o r t c o m i n g s .  T h e r e  a re  s t i l l  
p e o p le  a t  la r g e  w h o  b e l i e v e  in  b r a k e le s s  m a 
c h i n e s .  T o  p u t  i t  m ild ly ,  t h e s e  p e r s o n s  a r e  n o t  
p h i lo s o p h e r s .  T h e  w r ite r  i s  o f  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  
b r a k e le s s  m a c h i n e  is  o u t  o f  p l a c e  e v e r y w h e r e  
s a v e  u p o n  t h e  r a c i n g  t r a c k ,  a n d  o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e  
r i d d e n  e v e n  t o  a n d  fr o m  t h e  a r e n a  o f  c o n t e s t  e x 
c e p t  a t  a  v e r y  m o d e r a t e  p a c e  a n d  o v e r  l e v e l  a n d  
u n f r e q u e n t e d  w a y s . A  b r a k e  is  n o t  a  l u x u r y ; 
i t  is  a n  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  a d ju n c t  t o  g o o d  a n d  

e n j o y a b l e  r id in g .  T h o s e  w h o  
s e ld o m  o r  n e v e r  e m p l o y  it  
c a n  s t i l l  e n j o y  t h e  f r e e d o m  
a n d  s e c u r it y  o f  k n o w i n g  t h a t  
i t  is  t h e r e  t o  fa l l  b a c k  u p o n , 
a n d  h a v e , in  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  
t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  a  g r e a t e r  
v a r ie t y  o f  s p e e d s  w h e n  r u n n in g  
in  u n k n o w n  o r  r i s k y  p la c e s .  
W i t h  t h e  f r e e  w h e e l ,  o f  w h i c h  I 
s p o k e  la s t  m o n t h ,a  b r a k e  is  n o t  
o n l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n j o y a b l e  
r i d i n g ,  b u t  i t  i s  e s s e n t ia l  

t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  l i fe ,  a n d  a n y  f r e e  
w h e e l e r  w h o  a t t e m p t s  to  r i d e  w it h o u t  a  b r a k e ,  
e v e n  o n  l e v e l  g r o u n d ,  o u g h t  t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  
c a n d i d a t e  fo r  B e d l a m .  H i s  d e a t h  b y  c y c l i n g  
a c c i d e n t  w o u ld  b e  p r o p e r ly  d e s c r i b e d  a s  s u ic i d e .  
N o t  a l t o g e t h e r  e x e m p t  fr o m  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  f o l ly  
i s  t h e  fr e e - w h e e l  r i d e r  w h o  r e l ie s  u p o n  o n e  b r a k e  
o n l y .  T h e  c y c l i s t  w h o  is  t r u ly  w i s e  w il l  t a k e

c a r e  t o  h a v e  tw o  
e f f ic ie n t  m e a n s  o f  
c h e c k i n g  t h e  
c a r e e r  o f  h is  
m a c h i n e  ; n o r  is  
t h e r e  a n y  e x c u s e  
in  t h e s e  d a y s  fo r  
n o t  b e i n g  t h u s  
p r o v i d e d .  T h e  
a d v e n t  o f  t h e  f r e e  
w h e e l  h a s  t u r n e d  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  

h u n d r e d s  o f  i n v e n t i v e  g e n iu s e s  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  
o f  b r a k i n g  ; a n d ,  w h i l e  a  fe w  g o o d  b r a k e s  e x i s t e d  
b e f o r e ,  t h e ir  n u m b e r  n o w  is  le g io n .

T h e  e a r ly  a t t e m p t s  t o  b r a k e  t h e  b i c y c l e  w e r e  
a t  o n c e  in e f f e c t iv e  a n d  d a n g e r o u s .  T h e  “ s p o o n ” 
b r a k e  o n  t h e  t a l l  “ o r d i n a r y ”  w as- p r o d u c t i v e  o f 
“  h e a d e r s  ”  u n le s s  it  w a s  f e d  o n  g r a d u a l ly  a n d  
w it h  g r e a t  s k i l l — a s , i n d e e d ,  i t  is  m o s t  a d v i s a b l e  
t h a t  m o d e r n  p e r f e c t e d  b r a k e s  s h o u ld  b e  h a n d le d ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  r id e r s  w o u ld
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GAIIAGE'S “ HOLBOItN" RIM BRAKE

s e e m  to  b e  i g 
n o r a n t  o f  t h is .  
O t h e r  fo r m s  o f  
b r a k e  fo r  t h e  
t a l l  m a c h i n e  
w e r e  u s u a l l y  
l e s s  e f f e c t iv e ,  
a n d  n e a r ly  a l l  
o f  t h e m  m o r e  
d a n g e r o u s ,  a n d  
s o  i t  c a m e  to  
p a s s  t h a t  w h e n  
t h e  s a f e t y  w a s  
in v e n t e d ,  p r a c 
t i c a l l y  t h e  o n l y  
h e r i t a g e  t h a t  
c a m e  d o w n  to  
i t  in  t h e  w a y  o f

b r a k e s  w a s  t h e  c o m m o n  “  s p o o n ,” — o r, a s  it  is  
g e n e r a l l y  c a l l e d ,  “ p l u n g e r ” — a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  f r o n t  
w h e e l .  I t s  u s e  a t  o n c e  r e s u l t e d  in  t h e  b r e a k i n g  
o f  m a n y  fo r k  c r o w n s , 
t h e  fo r k  c r o w n  b e in g  
o b v i o u s l y  t h e  p o i n t  
w h e r e  m o s t  o f  t h e  
b e n d i n g  s tr e s s  t o o k  
e f f e c t .  A c c o r d i n g l y  
c r o w n s  w e r e  in  v a r io u s  
• w a y s  s t r e n g t h e n e d .
T h e n  c a m e  t h e  p n e u 
m a t ic  ty r e ,  a n d  it  w a s  
f o u n d  t h a t  th e  p lu n g e r  
r u b b e d  a n d  t o r e  t h e  o u t e r  c o v e r ,  a n d  
g r e a t ly  s h o r t e n e d  its  life . ' A c c o r d i n g l y  
t h e  p l u n g e r  b e g a n  to  b e  s h o d  w it h  
a  v a r ie t y  o f  s u b s t a n c e s ,  o f  w h i c h  
r u b b e r  w a s  t h e  fa v o u r i t e ,  a n d  t h i s  h a s  
a n s w e r e d  fa ir ly  w e l l  s o  f a r  a s  t y r e  
b r a k e s  g o .  T h e  E a d i e  C o m p a n y ,  o f  
R e d d i t c h ,  i n t r o d u c e d  a  b r a k e  c o n 
s is t in g  o f  tw o  r u b b e r  p a d s  in s t e a d  o f  
o n e ,  t h e s e  c o m i n g  in  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  
r u b b e r  o n  e i t h e r  s id e  o f  t h e  “  t r e a d  ”  
o f  t h e  t y r e ,  a n d  s o  n o t  w e a r in g  t h a t  
p a r t  o f  it  w h i c h  w a s  w o r n  b y  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  t h e  r o a d . T h e  c o n t r i v a n c e  w a s  
n o t  b a d ,  b u t  it  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  
t h a t  t h e  p a r ts  o f  th e  t y r e  o n  e a c h  
s i d e  o f  t h e  t r e a d  a r e  t h o s e  w h ic h  a r e  
m o s t  c r u e l ly  s u b j e c t e d  t o  f le x io n , 
o w i n g  t o  t h e  f la t t e n in g  o f  t h e  a ir  t u b e  
u n d e r  t h e  r i d e r ’s  w e ig h t .

T h e  T o g g l e  B r a k e  o f  t h e  E a d i c  
C o m p a n y  a ls o  c o m e s  u p o n , t h e s e  p a r ts  
o f  th e  t y r e ; n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  v e r t ic a l ly ,  
b u t  a t  r i g h t  a n g le s  t o  t h e  c u r v e  
o f  t h e  r u b b e r ,  a  r e s u lt  a c h i e v e d  b y  
e m p l o y i n g  a n  i n g e n io u s  s y s t e m  o f 
c o m p o u n d  le v e r s .  T h e  c o m p a n y

b r a k e s  t o  o ffe r  n ow , as willh a v e  a ls o  o t h e r  
b e  s e e n  b e lo w .

B e f o r e  le a v i n g  t h e  p l u n g e r  ty p e  o f brake 
a l lu s io n  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  to  o n e  o r  tw o  forms of

TOUITO BTlAKE DETACHED. 1

b r u s h  w it h  w h i c h  i t  h a s  b e e n  s h o d  b y  inventors. 
S o m e  u s e d  b r is t le s .  M e s s r s .  A .  W . Gamage 
&  C o . ,  o f  H o l b o r n  V i a d u c t ,  E .C .," b r o u g h t  out 
t h e  r u b b e r  b r u s h  b r a k e  s h o w n  in  illustration. It 
i s  a n  e ffe c t iv e *  p lu n g e r ,  a n d  s c a tte r s  m uch less 
d u s t  t h a n  d o  b r is t le s .  A g a i n ,  o w in g  to its 
n o v e l t y  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  e v e r y  r id e r  h a s  a t least a 
p a s s in g  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w it h  t h e  p n e u m a tic  brake. 
T h i s  c o n s i s t s  o f  tw o  h o l lo w  r u b b e r  chambers

c o n n e c t e d  b y  a  long 
a ir - t ig h t  tu b e. O n e 
c h a m b e r  is  squeezed 
b y  th e  h a n d  when air 
is  d r iv e n  in to  th e other, 
c a u s in g  it  to  expand 
a n d  fo r c e  a substantial 
p a d  in to  c o n ta ct with 
t h e  t y r e , fro n t or back, 
a s  t h e  c a s e  m ay be. 

A n  a d d e d  improve
m e n t  u p o n  t h e  e a r ly  form  o f this 
b r a k e  is  a  v a lv e  w h ic h  p reven ts the 
a ir  f r o m  r e tu r n in g , a n d  so  keeps the 
b r a k e  o n  w i t h o u t  e ffo r t  o f  th e rider, 
w h o , h o w e v e r ,  c a n  re le a se  it by 
m e r e ly  t o u c h in g  a  b u tto n . A s  first 
m a r k e t e d ,  t h e  p n e u m a t ic  brake was 
fa r  fr o m  s a t is fa c t o r y ,  b u t  it has been 
g r e a t l y  m o d i f ie d .  I n  its  latest form 
it  i s  n o t  a  t y r e  b r a k e  a t  a ll, but a rim 
b r a k e ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  d e a lt  w ith  in that 
c la s s  p r e s e n t ly .  I  m a y  dism iss the 
s u b j e c t  o f  ty r e  b r a k e s  b y  a  passing 
a l lu s io n  t o  a n  a t t e m p t  to  introduce an 
h y d r a u l i c  b r a k e  in  im ita tio n  o f the 
p n e u m a t i c .  H a d  th e  in ven to r pos
s e s s e d  a  s c h o o l b o y ’s kn ow led ge ot 
h y d r o s t a t i c s  a n d  h y d ro k in e tic s  e 
m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  s p a r e d  the cost o 
fa i lu r e .

I t  h a d , h o w e v e r ,  lo n g  become 
a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  t y r e  was not t 
id e a l  p l a c e  t o  w h ic h  to  apply b 
p o w e r . A  t y r e  b r a k e ,

r .A P I E  41 S C O R C H E D ," 
A T H U M B  BftAK F. 

T o il  F R O N T  W H E E L .

n part fro1®

w e a r in g  t h e  t y r e ,  f l in g s  eft upon the 
r i d e r ’s c lo t h i n g  a  d is a g r e e a b le  nmo 
o f  w h a t e v e r  m a y  b e  ta k e n  up *r
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the road m the way of mud or dust. If 
there be mu''1, mud it is liable to clog. 
Further, the efficiency of a tyre brake depends 

upon the tyre remaining 
i n f l a t e d ;  and serious 
accidents have resulted 
from a puncture at the 
beginning of a long, steep 
slope. It is clear that all 
brakes must be applied to 
some moving part that is 
fairly substantial, so that, 
if not on the tyres, they 
must press either upon the 
rims or the central parts of 
the wheels. Dealing with 
the latter first, we have 
the large class of band 
brakes, the varieties of 
which are very numerous.

Torquay. Sometimes the band is
made to expand inside a 

sort of collar attached to the hub, sometimes it 
is made to wrap tightly round the outside of it. 
An excellent example of the latter device is that 
of the Eadie Company. The backing of the 
pedal on their free wheel machine brings a 
clutch into action which imparts tension to the 
rod shown in the illustration, and drags the 
band into contact, while the onward motion of 
the rear hub tends to throw the brake off the 
moment it is released. It has been argued that 
a band brake acting upon a 4 m, drum can only 
be one-seventh as effective as a rim brake on a 
r8in. wheel— which sounds plausible enough. 
But there is a fallacy in overlooking the fact that 
the surface of contact of the band brake is in 
most cases very much greater than is that of the

TEE T0B7.

COc ; r.R PATENT B in  BRAKE, BRISTOL.

m brake. Still, it cannot be denied that rim 
are, for the moment, by far the most 

jfPlar, and makers are not slow to supply a 
'v^ c  ̂ genius o f inventors has
I propose to deal with a few very 

"cellent types o f rim brake.
^ere the Bowden Horse-shoe Brake fairly 

tttes first mention, because it was the first

to offer a practical solution o f a real difficulty. 
T h e horse-shoe almost encircles a section o f the 
tyre and rim. It is furnished with a couple of 
friction pads o f vul
canised fibre or hard 
leather, and when 
these are in action 
they are drawn hard 
against the inner sur
face of the rim, on 
e a c h  s i d e  o f the 
spokes. T h e brake 
can be fitted to either 
wheel, but communi
cation with it from 
the hand is not by 
means o f any com 
plicated system of 
hinged levers, ball 
joints, pulleys, or 
bell-wire t r ia n g le s .
Instead o f  these there is a simple pull. 
T h is is communicated by means of a strand 
o f wire contained inside a fine spiral wire, 
which latter forms a smooth tunnel that may 
be gently bent round corners and angles of 
the frame, and led to any distance desired— say 
from the handle-bar o f a  quadruplet to the rim 
behind the rear rider’s saddle. This ingenious 
device pioneered the popularity o f rim brakes.

THE BUTTON RTM BRAHE, 
SWANSEA.

COMPLETE DETACHED SET OF SCTTON’3 
BRAHE WORE.

A  clever modification allows of the 
brake being put on by a turn o f the 
handle grip, when it will, without 
being further held, remain on at any 
tension desired so long as the rider 
wishes.

T he action o f Gam age’s Holborn 
Front W heel Rim  Brake 
is sufficiently shown by 
the i l lu s t r a t io n .  T h e 
E adie “  Scorcher ”  or 
thumb brake is also for the 
front rim. Its system of 
levers is so arranged that mere pressure o f the 
thumb is sufficient to impart considerable power 
to the brake shoes. T h e  T ob y Rim  Brake, made 
by the Torbay M achinists Company, o f  Paignton 
and Torquay, is adaptable to either wheel. It 
possesses two important features. First o f all, 
the friction pads, instead o f coming up under 
the rim, close in like jaws upon each edge o f it,
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and so are far removed from the chance o f 
fouling the spokes or the valve, however untrue 
may be the rim. Further, these jaws have a 
lateral side-play, enabling 
the pads to adjust them
selves to a rim which has 
become out of truth. T he 
Cooper Rim  Brake, which 
emanates from Dighton 
Street, Bristol, also has 
this advantage o f adjusta
bility to a rim that is no 
longer circular. It is fitted 
to the back wheel, and the 
power is transmitted to it 
by a system o f rods and 
hinges, as shown in the 
picture. T he Siftton Rim  
Brake Company, o f Swan
sea, apply their brake to 
the front wheel by means 
o f the ordinary lever and 
brake rod. But there is 
a see-saw arrangement clamped on to the front 

■ forks, so that when the rod descends the friction 
pads rise just to the rear of the forks, and make 
contact there. Another illustration shows an

adaptation o f the same brake to the back fori, 
and rim, the power being in this car . applied bv 
foot pressure upon a  rest, as is sufficiently 

evident from a glance at 
the diagram. In the pneu
m atic rim brake, the ex
tending pad, which in the 
older pneumatic brakes 
comes upon the tyre, serves 
to depress a lever clamped 

... to the back stays, and this 
»- pulls up a pair of brake 

shoes from under the top 
segment of. the rear wheel 
rim.

W ith so large a variety 
o f excellent braking devices 
to select from, it will be 

' admitted that there is no 
longer any excuse for a 
rider to go ill equipped 
with efficient means of 
checking his speed under 

all circumstances. Com plete control in this 
respect renders riding infinitely safer and more 
enjoyable, while in a hilly country travelling 
is rendered more speedy as well.

ECTTON ’ S FO OT-REST BE A E E  FOR BACK RIZT.

“ THE CAPTAIN” PUZZLE CORNER.
C onducted b y  H enry E. D udeney  (“ S p h in x ”).

SOLUTIONS O? THE PUZZLES IN THE JUNE 
NUMBER.

(1) The Grocer and the Draper.— i t  will bo 
found that the grocer was delayed half a m inute, 
nnd the draper 8 4 mius. (seventeen tim es as long as 
the grocer), m aking together Omins. N ow , the grocer 
took 24mins. to weigh out the sugar,, and, w ith the 
iruin, delay, spent 24mins. 30secs. over the task. 
B u t the draper had only to make forty-seven cuts 
to divide the roll o f cloth , containing 48yds., into 
yard pieces. , T h is took him  ISmins. 40secs., and 
when we add the 8 im ins. delay, w e get 24mins. 
lOsecs., from  w hich  it ih clear that the draper won 
the race by 20secs. T he large m ajority o f  m y readers 
seem to be under the im pression that it takes forty- 
eight cuts to divide the 48yds. o f cloth  into yard 
pieces, forgetting that the last cut m akes tw o pieces !

(2 ) Chocolate fo r  the Army. —  T he interior 
dim ensions of the box w ould bo 25ins. long, 25ins. 
wide, and 2Jins, deep .' E ight slabs o f chocolate-w ill 
lie flat, end to end, along one side o f  the bottom  o f 
the box , and nine o f such rows will cover the bottom  
all but a quarter of an inch along one side. , E leven 
o f such layers o f  seventy-tw o slabs each will just 
reach the top o f the box, nnd as the depth o f the box 
is the sam e as the w idth o f the slabs, and the space 
left dow n one side o f the box (£in.) is the thickness o f 
the slabs, the rem aining eight slabs w ill fit in  per

fectly , and com plete tlio packing without any waste 
space,

(3) The H ungry Boer.—The B o e r  cannot eat even 
one egg on  an em pty stom ach, because after the de
scent o f the first m outhfu l the stomach will no longer 
be em pty. O f course, if  I  lmd not 9aid “ hard-boiled 
eggs,”  the answ er m ight have been “  One,” because he 
could swallow it w hole in an uncooked state. Ordinary 
hens’ eggs w ere correctly  understood to be intended.

A fter going carefully  through a large pile of letters 
I  have been considerably surprised to find that only 
tw enty-three com petitors sent correct solutions to 
the “ G rocer and D raper. ■’ E very one of the others 
fell into the error o f  supposing that forty-eight cn s 
are necessary to m ake the forty-eight pieces of clo • 
B u t on ly  ten o f  these tw enty-tluvj coaapej* 
solved all three puzzles. I  have awarded the tnrj- 
prizes o f  7 s. each  to the fo llow in g :— Classj'~  
G eorge K ave, E llesm ere College, Sal '!’. J ■
P ercy  It. G reen, 28, G reat Suffolk Street, London. 
S .E . I  have n ot found one com petitor in Class 
w ho appears to  m e to deserve a prize, so I a*®1 
third 7s. to  another one in Class I I .,  J- A. P 1C‘ ® ui 
M anor H ouse, Tonbridge. I also give ^ODO £l|y 
m ention to  the other com petitors 
answered all three puzzles. Class I .—-T- y,t,.r|es 
bounier, M . O’ Callaghan, Percy H . r.ryant,^L .j 
Annear and F ran cis Brough. Class IL 
P ryde and W . H ope-Jones. ~



HOW WOODLANDSHIRE FOUND THEIR FAST BOWLER.

B y W . M . E lkington . 

Illustrated by Victor Venner.

'"O O D L A IsD S H IR E , being at 
the bottom o f the list o f  first- 
class cricketing counties, was 

in a state of internal disruption. 
The inhabitants, from the seaport 
town o f Westport, on the coast, to 

the far distant boundaries o f the shire, were 
possessed of that scornful disgust o f all things 
pertaining to cricket that only the dwellers in an 
effete county can realise; and since the last 
crushing defeat at the hands o f Surrey on the 
Westport County Ground it had been whispered 
about by a local wag that unless something could 
be done to stay the run o f bad fortune, and that 
quickly, the executive o f the club would be 
breed to give a trial to the W estport W orkhouse 
patients and the scholars at the infant schools.

Mr. W. I I. Brownlow, the captain of the club, 
ms at his wits’ end. Luring 
the last two seasons he had 
scoured the county, and used 
every endeavour to secure a 
good fast bowler, the one thing 
necessary to check the reverses 
of Woodlandshire. H e had 
visited every village in the 
county, and had w a t c h e d  
trundlers of all grades, from 
lob-bowlers to the fast and 
furious, with nothing to recom 
mend them but pace. H e had 
tried upwards o f twenty youths of all 
denominations, and had never been 

to say of one that he earned his 
luncheon and travelling expenses. H e 
tad even ventured into adjoining 
counties and tried what the offer of 
substantial wages would do to effect 
1 transfer. But luck was against him, 
and IVoodl ndshire was still without 
•js fast bow!..-r. Consequently, the last 
°ur match ■ , which had been played 
°t a fast v -ket, had resulted in the 
utter rout c f the W estport team, and 
• o average of such men as A bel and 
Wayward c f Surrey, Brown o f Y o rk
* '.re’ Gunn anc* Shrewsbury o f Notts, 
n Quaife of Warwickshire, had leapt 
P̂ ith remarkable rapidity, 

vh  ̂ ‘clay before the M onday on 
tub commenced the important match

tnl ii;_-ii

with the neighbouring county o f Parkshire, the 
steamship, K a lg o o rlie , from M elbourne and 
Sydney, arrived at Westpoxt, and discharged its 
passengers and mails. T h e  good people o f the 
county town, being absorbed in the match with 
Lancashire, took little notice of this fortnightly 
event, and the majority o f the passengers took 
train for London with a very poor opinion o f an 
English welcome, as represented by Westport. 
Only one o f the steerage passengers, a tall, sun
burnt, slouching youth, o f very poor appearance, 
and carrying a small cloth bag, in which reposed 
the whole o f  his real and personal property, dis
covered the real cause of Westport’s distraction, 
for in roaming through the outskirts o f the town 
in a vague, uncertain manner, he suddenly came 
upon a  long wall of hoarding, and read the 
numerous placards that told of the great event,

HE PRODUCED A 
COIN FROM A 

> SHABBY PURSE 
'  AND ENTERED 

THE GROUND.



466 T H E  C A P T A I N .

“  Lancashire v. W oodlands.” Instinctively he 
sought the entrance, produced a coin from a 
shabby purse which contained but three more 
of its kind, and entered the ground.

T o  tell the truth, Jim M cAlister was just 
about dead-broke. Beside the three sixpences 
that remained in his purse he had not a penny 
in the world. T h e contents of his bag would 
not have realised more than a few coppers from 
the most generous of pawnbrokers, and the most 
interesting article it contained was a slip o f dirty 
paper and a certificate, carefully folded in a still 
dirtier blue envelope. T h e  paper, presumably 
part o f a letter, contained the following instruc
tions, written in a faltering woman’s hand :—

Do not stop here any longer, dear Jim. Go back to 
England and tell the folks as it has been the death of your 
poor father and mother. G o to Westport and then to 
Littleton, which is ten miles away, where you were born. 
When you get there ask for Tom  Dixon, the blacksmith, 
who was your godfather. Tell him all about us, and he will 
help you to get'honest work. Good-bye, my boy. 1 send 
your birth certificate. God bless you.

Mother .

W hen Jim received this letter at the diggings, 
two months after it was written and the writer 
had passed away, he packed up his few belong
ings, withdrew his scarce earnings, and started 
for the coast. Then, acting trustfully upon the 
advice contained in his mother’s last letter, he 
embarked on the K a lg o o rlie , and arrived in his 
native country on his twenty-second birthday.

T o  an Australian-reared lad of sporting in
stincts the great match on the Westport ground 
was a revelation. H e had watched the English 
cricketers of Stoddart’s eleven at Sydney one or 
two years ago, and had come to conjure up all 
kinds o f fancies in connection with the great 
men o f that team. H e had studied the batting 
of M acLaren, the bowling of Richardson and 
Hearne, and the marvellous wicket-keeping of 
Storer, until it had becom e his one ambition to 
go to England to see these great players and 
others o f their class in all their native glory.

A nd at the present moment Jim, despite his 
poverty, was perfectly happy. Lancashire had 
just com m enced their first innings, after dis
posing o f  the W oodlandshire men for 267. 
Ward and Baker were at the wickets, and how 
they did h i t ! Boundary after boundary sent up 
the score from 50 to 100, and on again; while 
the W oodlandshire bowling was changed time 
after time. But to no purpose; there was not 
a man in the team who could separate the two 
batsmen, and not a fast bowler who could check 
the high rate o f scoring. A t last one of the 
men was run out, and Tyldesley came in. 
Then the score m ounted higher and higher, 
until, at length, two o f the great Lancashire 
cricketers reached their centuries

Jim M cAlister, lost in admiration of the 
magnificent hitting, yet found a space in his 
heart to pity the poor Woodlandshire fielders 
and to commiserate with them upon theinveak 
bowling. I f  only they did but possess one of 
the many Australian fast bowlers who fail to 
win a place in first-class cricket, he thought, ■ 
what a different aspect might be put upon the ' 
gam e! But still the score increased. I

“ If  only I could try a few overs myself” he 1 
exclaimed in his ardour. 1

Several o f the neighbouring spectators 
glanced round with disgust at the ragged-looking 
tramp, who immediately subsided, and became 
deeply, yet silently, interested in the game.

A t last the broiling hot day came to an end, 
with Lancashire’s score at 437 for five wickets! ' 
T h e  spectators melted a w a y; the groundsmen j 
em erged with brush and roller to clear the ! 
p itch ; and Jim, after lingering in the neigh- j 
bourhood of the pavilion to catch a glimpse 
o f  the successful batsmen, strolled down the 
street towards the docks. Entering a seamen’s 
eating-house he expended two of his remaining | 
sixpences on a hearty meal, and then, with an i 
indifference common to colonials, he sat upon a i 
pile o f timber on the dock and watched the | 
shipping until the big red sun sank below the I 
horizon, and the lamps o f the town began to 
dispel the summer twilight.

Then the traveller accosted a policeman and 
inquired the way to Littleton. Following the 
instructions given, he mounted the hill that j 
rose above the town, and presently came once 
more to the hoarding o f the County Ground. 
B y  this time it was dark, and the lamps that 
illumined the town failed to penetrate this 
sylvan spot in the suburbs.

T h e  great pavilion loomed up ahead, and 
brought back to the mind o f the colonial visions 
o f the great m atch he had witnessed during the 
day. What would he not do to see it con
cluded on the morrow? H e had still one 
sixpence left with which to pay for entrance, 
and, after all, there was no reason why he 
should go on to Littleton at once. On the 
contrary, great matches such as Lancashire v. 
W oodlandshire are not to be witnessed every 
day, and it was nothing less than madness, after 
journeying so many thousands of miles, to w  
away from such an opportunity.

It was soon settled. Littleton was forgotten, 
and Jim began to think o f spending the nig • 
A n Australian larrikin is not usually partial a 
about his restfng-place, and Jim was no exeqr 
tion to the rule. But the dark shape 0 
pavilion gave him another idea. ^^ere,ffL  
no doubt, within the enclosure, grassy 
where sleeping would be infinitely pleas®11
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than by the roadside. Moreover, there was no 
spot in the whole town more hallowed in the 
iiiind of an Australian than that beautiful ex- 
oinse of turf. Without another thought, Jim 
clambered over the hoarding and dropped upon 
the other side.

He picked his way to the front of the pavilion 
and gazed up at the framework of the telegraph 
board. Then he peered curiously in at one or 
tiro of the windows, and at length, when 
pressing his face against a pane, felt the sash 
move. It was open! _ _

With his bag still under his arm, Jim squeezed 
himself through the aperture, and found himself 
inside a large hall. A  table ran the length, 
upon which remained some glasses and scraps 
of food. Jim passed round the walls and came 
to a door. A  key was in the lock and it turned. 
The smaller apartment was the club dressing- 
room. A number of sweaters and jackets 
hung from pegs; a litter of pads and boots 
strewed the floor; and from a series of rods 
round the walls hung a number o f portraits 
of past and present Woodlandshire cricketers. 
It was a place to conjure up the fancies. There, 
over the mantel
piece, hung a .
life-size portrait 
of one of the 
finest old bowlers 
England has ever 
known, w hile 
around there 
peered out from 
their frames the 
faces of all the 
greatest -players 
^oodlandshire 
has produced.

Jim struck a 
roatch and looked 
round with awe 
and admiration.
Then he coolly 
h'ob a bundle
?■ pads and formed a pillow, and with his 
“ g beneath his coat he lay down below the 
Picture of the old bowler, and fell asleep. The 

had been a tiring one, and the only thing he 
■ earned was that his own portrait, with the 

jtame “James McAlister” in large gilt letters, 
Ûl>g over tire door and winked continually at 
e genial countenance of the old cricketer 

aboye his head.

here, brown low ! What the deuce is

KICK TT," HE SUGGESTED, “ AND 
SEE WHAT IT'S GOT TO SAY."

this?”
The

gentleman appealed to, dressed, like the

speaker, in flannels and the W oodlandshire 
colours, came into the room and gazed in 
astonishment at a ragged sleeping form upon a 
pile o f pads.

“  K ick  it,” he suggested, “  and see what it’s 
got to say.”

T h e first speaker kicked, gently at first, and 
then harder, until “  it ” awoke and rubbed its 
eyes.

“  Sorry to disturb you,” said the captain, 
“  but we require this room for the present. I ’m 
afraid you’ve overslept yourself— it’s ten o ’clock.”

T h e trespasser continued to blink his eyes in 
the strong light of day, and looked round in vain 
for the picture o f himself.

“  Looks like a  foreigner,” suggested his
discoverer; “ try 
a little French.” 

T h e  c a p t a i n  
tried French, and 
then a little Ger
man, ultimately 
returning to forci
ble English, upon 
which the tramp 
sat up and com 
m e n c e d  t o  
a p o l o g i s e  for 
having a l l o w e d  
himself to be found 
in such a pre
d ic a m e n t . H e 
a t t e m p t e d  to 
rise to his feet, 
but the captain 
called two o f the 
groundsmen, who 
held him in a 
chair while ano
ther w e n t  t o  
s e a r c h  for the 
police.

In the mean
t im e  th e  tw o  
c r ic k e t e r s  put 

their heads together as to the best course to pursue 
with their sorry looking visitor. It was plain he 
had committed no robbery, but whether such 
was his intention when he fell asleep no one 
could tell. A t any rate, sleeping upon private 
premises without an invitation was quite suffi
ciently bad a crime to ensure him a  month’s 
lodging at Government expense, and the police 
would no doubt know how to deal with him 
without further trouble. That was the decision 
they arrived at.

T h e  captain turned to look once more at the 
miserable looking creature and stopped.

“ M aynard," he called to the amateur, “  upon
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d y  word,' that fellow has got the eye of a 
cricketer. Where do you come from ? ” he 
asked the prisoner.

“  New South W ales,” replied Jim.
“ The deuce!” exclaimed the captain. “ Come

kindly upon the bowler’s shoulder ra; j ; 
“ T h at’ll do now. Say no more’ about 
Australia for the present. Come into th 
pavilion ! ”  e

It is a matter of history how, on the following 
M onday, W oodlandshire tried their new fast 
bowler against Parkshire. In the two inning 
he captured sixteen wickets for seventy-eight 

runs, and won the match for 
his side. Woodlandshire was 
wild with excitement; but 
when it subsequently leaked 
out that the new man was an 

Australian, and 
that the county 
had in c u r r e d  
grave condemna
tion by playing 
him, their disgust 
knew no bounds.

here, Maynard. You know every 
man in Darling’s team. Surely 
you don’t recognise him ! ”

Maynard smiled at the pleas
antry, and asked if he could 
handle a ball. The Australian 
said he thought he could, and 
the amateur declared if he could 
bowl at him for an hour at the 
nets he would send him off with 
half-a-crown in his pocket. T he 
captain fell to the fun of the thing 
immediately, and Jim, having 
borrowed a pair of shoes from one of his late 
captors, took the field against the Englishmen.

For twenty minutes he bowled as he had never 
done in his life before. Varying fast and slow, 
w ith  leg  and off 
breaks, such as he 
had learned to send 
down in his own 
colony, he defied 
every effort of the 
two great Woodland
shire batsmen to hit.
A t the end of that 
tim e  th e  ca p ta in  
cameout from the net, 
and, laying his hand

It  was oniy after men had been busy for a 
week on a dust heap and had discovered an old 
cloth bag containing some rags and a greasy 
envelope, that Jim M cAlister was proved to be a

Woodlandshire bom 
man, and the for
tunes of the county 
were retrieved. And 
now they say that 
since lie has held 
such fine averages 
he is almost certain 
to be chosen for 
th e  n est E n g l i s h  
t e a m  fo r the 
colonies.

W O U LD -BE PH ILO SO PH ERS WHO DON’ T P L A T  CRICKET



“ IJcec olim meminiase jitvabit.”

The Bramptonian (June) contains a clever 
little sketch entitled, “  'J’he R om ance of a D ress Suit,”  
byM.A. D., and the inevitable parody of K ipling’s 
“ Absent-minded B eggar.”  T he editor would do 
better, however, to devote m ore o f his space to school 
topics, and not give up tw o valuable pages to the pre
tentions poem that appears in the centre of the 
magazine.

The Carthusian (June) is rather a sad 
comber. Several o f its colum ns are taken up with 
obituary notices. The school seem s to have celebrated 
Mafeking right well. I t  m ust be a fine thing to be o f 
the number of B .-P .’s schoolfellow s.

The Eastbournlan (June) is a capital num 
ber, full of news from  cover to cover. T h e photo
graph of the Eastbourne College F irst E leven is very 
well produced, and the idea o f  having pictures in a 
school magazine is one that m ight well be extensively 
copied.

Falkirk High School Club Report
contains an excellent portrait o f  Mr. George G al
braith. the president, and a tasteful appreciation o f 
th c f b ^ r' Cam PbeNj first hon. president of

The Hurst Johnian gives on ly  eight out o f 
its forty odd pages to college topics, which is rather a 
Mistake. A good feature is the “  Great Thoughts for 
i >ilyReference,”  from  which I select the fo llow in g : 

lo Bee boy i as they are not, and never can be, is the 
enny Drea iful’s peculiar privilege.”  “  I f  you  would 
virtuous, don’t write poetry .”

„£*■« best tiling in The Invalid (June) is the 
,™ ey Alphabet.”  T h e “  Sporting Intelligence ”  

the school news generally are weak, and Jack 
sa»P and go.
' iTu6 Lorrettonian (June) has a well-written 
of a  i?o r ;im ’ ,notice ° f  Captain W illiam  M cFarlan, 
that6 2rlt* ,!aUahon o f the B lack  W atch. “ From  
down'll? x landed at Cape T ow n on  N ovem ber 13tli, 

10 Magorsfontein, he never passed one night in 
fcved v  ' ' .  could, it is believed, easily have 
ar| b|oself. as he was wounded in the arm  or hand 
terftt*1 tlle afternoon, and m ight have retired with 

1 credit, but he stayed on, and when some

shouts of ‘ R e t ir e ! ’ were raised, lie ran up and down 
h is line calling, ‘ N ot the Black W atch  !— we don ’ t 
retire.’ These are the last words ho is known to 
have spoken.”

The school notes in The Llanelly County
School Magazine (No. 2) are excellent, and the 
E ditors are m uch to be congratulated on the general 
tone and get-up o f the whole publication. T here is a 
useful article on “  T he Civil Service,”  by  Percy 
Thom as. W e wish the magazine all success.

The Ludlow Grammar School M aga
zine is som ewhat heavy. It  needs a lighter touch 
in the paragraphs. T he characters o f  the Football 
E leven o f the past season seem som ewhat inadequate, 
but the magazine suffers from  no lack o f  school news, 
as the whole o f  its pages are devoted entirely to 
school topics.

The Malvernlan (June) is well arranged and 
com piled, but Bhow^ no sign of idea or originality. I 
am  sorry to see the announcem ent that seven 0 . M s 
out o f the num ber who have been engaged in South 
A frica  have been killed, which seems an enorm ous 
percentage.

Congratulations to The Mercers’ School
M a g a z i n e  on a rattling good num ber for June. 
A n  attem pt at alliteration by  an artfu l adversary, 
setting forth the adventures of A lfred  Acres, an ardent 
adventurer, Ada Adam s, his acquaintance, and Adeline 
A bbott, A da A dam s’ antagonist, is a  clever and 
ingenious piece o f work.

The Olavian (June) on its fine hand-made 
paper, with its strangely designed grey cover, is a 
m odel production. In  appearance it resembles a 
volum e of effusions by a minor poet— the sort of thing 
that a long-haired versifier,w ould give to his lady 
friends. B u t though somewhat lacking in hum our, 
the literary contents reach a high order o f merit, and 
one com es away from  the perusal of The Olavian 
w ith a firm conviction  that the students o f  St. Olave’s 
and St. Saviour’s Gram m ar School, Southwark, are 
absolute paragons of virtue and of learning

[Owing to pressure on our space a large number of reviews 
of magaxints have been held over.—Tins Ed. Th_e Captain.]



THE FIRST APPEARANCES OF FAMOUS COUNTY
CRICKETERS.

B y J o h n  A . S t o c k .

' w i l l  begin with “ W. G .” 
Dr. Grace’s first appear
ance in a first-class match 
may be said to belong to 
a past generation, and few 

can remember how, as a  boy o f sixteen, playing 
agamst the gentlemen o f Kent, he made 62 runs 
in his first innings.

There are not many cricket records which the 
Doctor has left unaccomplished. H is 344 for 
M .C .C . v. K ent at Canterbury, in 1876, is the 
third best individual score ever made in a first- 
class match. On no less 
than three occasions he 
has performed the rare 
feat of m a k i n g  t w o  
separate hundreds in a 
first-class match, and 
has scored no less than 
118 three-figure innings 
during his thirty-five 
years’ play. During the 
many matches in which 
he has played, his scores 
have stood at every 
figure from o to 100—  
a really unique record.

The following is a re
production of Robert 
A bel’s reply to the query 
as to his first appear
ance :— ■

Dear S ir ,— I went on tlic 
cricket field as'soon as I  could 
toddle. Played for Surrey since 
1881. A m  afraid I can say no 
more, as most o f m y anecdotes 
have appeared before.— Yours 

R. A bel,

T h e c h e e r y  little 
“  G uv’nor,” h 0 w e v e r , 
made his. first appear
ance in 1881, when he
played against Notts, and, going in eighth wicket 
down, contributed a modest single. It was not 
until two years later that he began to figure promi
nently in county cricket, and, though not making 
big scores against the Australians last year, in 
1886, playing against them, he made 144 runs, 
remaining at the wickets seven hours. In 1891 
he made 197 runs, his highest score in first-class 
cricket.

nO B EB T ABEL.

From the " Book of Cricket."

C. Edm und de TrafTord, the captain of the 
Leicester team, will have done yeoman service 
though his first appearance might well have 
discouraged him. H e says :—

D ear S ir ,— I n answer to  your letter of the 4th May. 
M y first appearance in county cricket was playing for 
Lancashire v. D erbyshire, at D erby, on,Angus! 4th, 5th, 
6th, 1884, when I m ade o  and missed a cateli, so was not 
asked to  play a ga in .— Y ours truly,

C. Edmund df. Tr afford.
T h e accomplishments o f C. B. Fry, the 

famous C a p t a i n  contributor, as an all-round 
athlete do not need repetition here, his suc

cesses being too numer
ous to mention, As a 
cricketer, too, he has 
easily earned a place 
a m o n g s t  the most 
famous. His first appear
ance, though, was some
what discouraging. It 
is given below:—

S u r r e y  v. Warwickshire, 
1890, August. Got 1 and 0 
not out. Dull day, bad light, 
poor match. No particular 
recollections.— Yours truly,

. C. B. Fry.

The late captain of 
the Notts team, J. A. 
Dixon, has proved a re
markably good all-round 
cricketer, but, like Mr. 
Fry and Mr. de Trafford, 
his first appearance can
not be said to have been 
particularly brilliant. 
H e thus briefly sum
m a r i s e s  the occur
rence :—

I suppose you mean 
class cricket. 1882, Augu* 
i/ th , 18th, 19th. at Jrent 
Bridge ground, NottiDgba ■ 

J. A . D ixon, c  W eb b c b  T u k c  o  c W alker b Webbe . ° 
O vers M aidens Runs \Vickeis 

D o w lin g ............  9 2 3 *

Although rather singular that so many 
are recorded in first appearances, it exm, permp 
be understood that to figure for the first 1 
must be a decidedly trying ordeal, and 
liable to lead to discomfiture. Mr. Dan 0"t 
Jackson is yet another player who dt



F I R S T  A P P E A R A N C E S  O F  F A M O U S  C O U N T Y  C R I C K E T E R S . 4 7 i

thieve a brilliant initial success, though the 
3 ce llen t services he has performed since that 
time are well known to all followers of first-class 
cricket. In writing of his first appearance, he 

ays:
. can scarcely rem em ber it. C ertain ly nothing hap- 

wned'upon that "occasion w hich has particularly impressed 
wlf on my memory. I suppose I w as like all others 
Jlaced in a similar position 
-nervous, though I am not 
much bothered in that w ay, 
and 1 remember thinking that 
1 would sooner becom e a 
"star1 in the cricket world 
than anything, but I thought 
I should have to have a  lot o f 
hick to gain my am bition.
51v first appearance for the 
coiinty I made o  and 2, and 

. missed two catches 1 I thought 
county cricket was no good to  
me. or rather I was no good 
for county cricket. —  Yours 
tralv,

F. Stanley Jackson.

The four following 
original reproductions 
briefly summarise the 
records of Mr. K . J. K ey, 
the late captain o f the 
Surrey team ; Captain 
E. G. Wynyard, o f the 
M.C.C. and Hampshire;
Mr. A. J. L. Hill, another 
prominent H a m p s h ir e  
player; and A lec 
Heame, the K ent pro
fessional

Fust appearance in county 
cricket, Surrey r . K en t,
August, 1882. Age, 17. Surrey 
'on in one innings. Scored—  
c and b Wootton, 16. G ot 

wicket, that o f  G . G .
Hearne, who was caught at 
Uifi by Barratt, W . H. G am e 
me! Pooley were also playing 
15 the match for Surrey.—
Was,

K . J. K e y .

Learnt cricket at Rev. C .
° Fendall's School, W o o d - 
WeHouse, \\ i n d l c s h a m ,
’* '̂73. and played at Char- 
"tbouse, 1874-77 w i t h o u t  

into tlcven. Played 
™ Hampshire r. M .C .C . at 
, 1 i 8 7 9  or 1880, got o  and 

Played a -cod  deal for

B o m  1871. M arlborough C ollege X I .,  1887-88-89. 
C am bridge  Jesus C ollege  'V arsity  X I ., 1890-91-92-93. W en t 
India, L o rd  H aw ke’s X I . ,  1893; L ord  H aw k e's X I ., 
A m erica, 1895; L o rd  H aw ke’s X L ,  South A frica , 1896. 
T o p  batting average, India, 1893— 30 average. T o p  batting 
average, A m erica, 1895— 36 average. Played for H am p
shire since 1889, w as born at Southam pton. Played for 
W iltsh ire  1888. B ow l righ t han d— fast. B ow ling average 
for M arlborough 1887 - 88. ' " " ’  ’
borough, 1889.

B atting average for M arl

A. J. L . H il l .

w o o d s . (A Marvel!) 
From ihe “ Book of Cricket."

Hants, Moors, and Free
and army cricket for 8th K in g ’s Regim ent, also 

Aldershot Division. First too for county was 114 against 
S '* '  at Brighton, 1888. I think. H ave, in a ll m atches, 
r~c 200 and over on five occasions, and 100 and over 
"Tnty-four times, K. G. W ynyakd .

M y first appearance on the 
cricket field was for the old 

M id K e n t C .C . in 1878. . In 
1879 and 1880 I took the 
bowling average —  s ix ty -tw o  
wickets for 2 'i t ,  and fifty-five 
wickets for 3'5, First cen
tury at C atford  B ridge, 112 
not out against R o yal School 
o f M ines, 1882. First county 
m atch for K en t v. Somerset, 
19 not out, 1884. Played 
regular for county since.—  
Yours faithfully,

A l e c . H e a r n e .

Samuel M oses James 
W oods is the somewhat 
lengthy name o f the 
popular Somerset cap
tain, although to all 
lovers o f the gam e he 
is affectionately known 
as “ Sammy.” H e was 
bom  in Australia, and 
educated at Cam bridge 
University, and for the 
college team, as well as 
for his county, has done 
much good work. T he 
following letter was re
ceived by the writer, 
and although it does 
n o t  d e t a i l  his first 
appearance in a county 
match, is  sufficiently 
interesting to warrant 
its inclusion in this 
article :—D ear S ir ,—T h e  first game 
1  played w as in M an ly  Beach, 
Sydney, Australia. T h e  other 
side went in first an d  scored 
55, I went in N o. 8 ; there 
were six out for 12. T h e  first 
ba ll I had bowled me. I 

was so nervous I declared the sun w as in m y eyes, so the 
captain o f  the other side allowed me to have another 
innings. I stayed in while our best batsm an hit off the 
runs, m uch 10 the su rp ri^  o f the other side. —  Yours 
faithfully,

S. M. J. W oods.



S P E C IA L  P A G E S .
C o n t r i b u t e d  by R e a d e r s .

This month I have awarded one year's 
subscription to T h e  C a pta in  to J. E m ile  
G asm ann , Tattlebury House, Goudhurst, Kent, 
for the following essay.

Norwegian Boys .
(By One of ThemJ.

As a general rule, the average Norwegian boy has 
received an excellent education— I am now speak
ing of the public school boy—pro
bably very much better than the 
average English boy gets. He has 
the advantage of learning several 
— generally four—languages. He 
is also much better up in science, 
natural history, geography, and 
religion. He gets the very best 
drill instruction ; he is, as a rule, 
a first-rate swimmer, a good sailor, 
and an excellent skater or skier.
Skiing is purely a Norwegian 
sport, and one of which we are 
justly proud. When we have our 
yearly national ski “ Derby,'’ hun
dreds of foreigners come to w it
ness this unrivalled contest. But 
that is almost the only real sport 
we have— the summer sports are 
hardly nvorth mentioning. That 
grand game, football, although just being intro
duced into Norway, is very little known, and an 
Englishman would hardly think much of the game 
as played by the Norwe
gians. I think they mostly 
make the ru les th em 
selves. Cricket is less 
known still, as also is 
tennis, and golf is abso
lutely unknown. A lto 
geth er, th e Norwegian 
boy does not go in much 
for any kind of sport; he 
is, perhaps, too indolent; 
and I think it is a very 
great pity, because, after 
having seen what a good 
effect games have on Eng
lish boys, I cannot help 
lamenting that we Nor- .
wegians are so far behind them. I am afraid 
that too much sneaking and bullying goes on in 
Norwegian schools. Boys will sneak to the master 
out of and in class, and it is considered more as a 
merit than sin—a very great mistake. I have seen

"  HTS FIRST CHOKER.’ 
By J. P. Grandidicr.

CURIOUS FETo.
Photographed by 0. TV. Thompson.

a great deal of bullying in the school X went to 
For instance, if one boy had been unfortunate 
enough to offend some of the others, they would 
all set upon him at playtime, kick and cuff bim 
and, during lessons, sneak about him, and brin* 
all kind of true or untrue charges against him 
to the ear of the master, who is often too willing 
to listen to sneaking. "

But it is not my intention to 
charge all Norwegian boys with 
being sneaks, cowards, and bullies 
— far from it. There are so many 
exceptions, and I think the fault 
lies as much with the masters- 
who ought to put a stop to it- 
as with the boys, but certainly 
there is too much of it.

Norwegian boys have the same 
sterling qualities as English boys 
only they do not get the chance 
to show them so much. Anyhow, 
I need in no way be ashamed of 
my compatriots, who are at least 
brave, upright, and honourable.

I  have only now been able to 
tell you very little about Nor
wegian boys, but hope later to 
say some more about them, and 

to tell you about their sports, and particularly
E m il e  G asmann.

Here’s health to Baden 
Po—ell,

Who when but a boy at 
scho—ell,

Could fin e ly  bat and 
bo—ell,

And was simply grand at 
go—ell,

And who, taken as a 
who—ell,

Was a thorough rare good 
so—ell.

Yours, £c.,

A. (but not “ Baden”) 
P owell

about snow-shoeing.

lented
A Riddle.

What is the most popular number represi 
at the front 1

Why, one hundred and four, of course (C-I-̂ A
F. V. Poli>'
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A  C L E V LIi DESIGN FO R A HEADING TO A MAGAZINE AR TICLE.

By Fred Carter.

Fight.
was visiting a large 

had a 
about 
was a

A Miniature Bull
Two years ago, while 1 _

farm in Dorsetshire, my cousin and I 
rather exciting experience. In a field 
half a mile from the farm-house there 
young bull and some 
heifers. As the field was 
on the side of a hill the 
animals, when away from 
the trees, were v is ib le  
from the farmyard. One 
day my cousin and I no
ticed that the bull had 
broken throu gh  the 
hedge, and was enjoying 
himself in a field of 
young wheat about a foot 
high. My cousin quickly 
saddled one of the horses 
in the stables, and taking 
with him a short-handled 
whip with a tremendous 
lash, started off at a gallop, intending to drive the 
bull back into its proper field. In the meanwhile,
I waited where I was to see what happened. In a 
few minutes my cousin was riding cautiously up to 
tbe bull, but the animal evidently had no inten
tion of returning, for it started to trot in an en
tirely opposite direction. Seeing this, I ran down 
into the valley that separated us, hoping to head 
the animal back. I  had just broken into a walk, 
and was making for a gate, when over the gate 
tame the bull, with my cousin close behind it. I  
heat a hasty retreat and was soon over the other 
side of a gate higher up the field, but I was only 
list in tune as the bull was very close behind me. 
for some reason or other the bull did not attempt 
this gat \ but preferred to savagely charge my 
oonsin, .hose horse just escaped the animal’s 
horns, Recovering itself, the bull again charged, 
4nd would undoubtedly have brought my cousin ‘ 
and his horse to the ground, but when the bul

a few paces from him my cousin cracked his
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whip, and the sharp report so sur
prised the bull that it swerved on 
one side. At this moment I blew 
a powerful whistle that I had with 
me with all my might, which still 
more alarmed the bull.

My cousin then shouted out to 
me to make my way to the lower 
gate and open it, hoping that the 
bull might go through without 
more trouble. No sooner had I 
moved than the bull was after me, 
and I raced for all I was worth, 
but again the sharp crack of the 

whip attracted the animal’s attention, leaving me 
just time to reach the gate. After I had propped 
the gate open I made my way through a small hole 
in' the hedge to watch tho result. My cousin 
then advanced as near as possible to the bull, ami 
with shouting and cracking his whip he gradually

drove the animal towards 
the gate, and ultimately, 
when hearing the lowing 
of its com panions, it  
trotted back to its proper 
field. When I joined my 
cousin his horse was 
shivering w ith  e x c ite 
ment.

P. W .  Deop.

Man’s Only Want.
(Mr. Judson, who ba9 been 

silent for a time—possibly do
ing impositions — favours mo 
with this poem. As Mr. Jud- 
son is oniy fifteen, it is possible 
that a melancholy void in his 
p a r s e  has i n s p i r e d  t h e  
effusion.]

I want not splendour or pride,
Or the gift of a womanly bride;
I  seek not the line of resource,
Or the race of the royalist’s course.

I look to the moon and the stars,
I find not the prison or bars,
I seek whatis honest and true, 
And sigh for my earthly due.

BC5G3 
ob *i?cas

Rube Cohen
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There are situations wanting and 
vacant,

And people who work like a bee 
and an ant,

But I  should have freedom just like 
a hound,

If I could win a bright, yellow , 
rdund ‘pound.

T. C. J u d s o n .

Curiosities in Figures.
D e a r  S i r ,— In  y o u r  M arch 

“  Special Pages ” you published an 
article written by Alex. Lingford on 
“ Curiosities in Figures.” The law 
he lays down as infallible is not so. 
Here are some figures which follow 
his directions to the letter, but yet 
do not get the same resu lt:—

£ 9. d. T H E  12TH LANCERS CHARGING T H E  BOER
IT 12 3 V E T  RIVER, MAY 7TH.
3 13 5 Brawn by Geo. F. Baris.

13 18 10
10 19 1 —

£24 17 11
I t  does not seem right that anything should Le 
published which is incorrect.— Yours,

J ohn O uch terony.

A Riddle.
What four rivers would a father name if he 

found his son making mud pies ?
“ Why, Dan, you be a vulgar nipper.”

(  Wye, D anube, Volga, D n eip er .)
-------- A. C. W.

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS.
is “ fa ir.”  You-, are 

“ Da v i e s ,  
b y  t h e  spcci- 
h ek  t o g r  a p  li
F r e d .  W .
“  P r e h is t o r i c  
Z o o ,”  i s  t o o  
m u c h  blotted 
f o r  reproduc
t i o n . H a v e  
a n o t h e r  try . 
Keep the draw-

T. and 0. B.—Tne verse 
n ot boys. .A m  I r i g h t ?  
Hughes &  Co.” — Judging 
men page you  send, your 
w o r k e d  very w ell indeed 
W allace. —  T h e  s k e t c h

Small Boy (to party on solid tyre); “ Hallo, ftnv’nor, yer 
tyres want pumping 1" By Geo. Monks.

ing clearer. R . C. James. —  I don’ t like yonr 
“ K ru g e r”  joke. T h e sketch is good, but rather 
niggled. T he reproduction o f sketches which hate 
been m uch worked up is very difficult, and they do 
not print w ell. “ Du Rennes.” — I am keeping your 
puzzle, and will use it if possible. Use blacker ink, 
and m ake larger drawings. D. Graham-Crofts.— 
T hanks for photo. T o  explain the difference between 
a training-ship at sea and any other ships would take 
too  m uch space here. B roadly  speaking, the difference 
is slight. Robert Ewald.— T h e photos are, unfor
tunately, too dark ; I  can on ly  use one. Many thanks. 
W. B. Tapp.— Draw m ore carefully, and make your 
pen and ink lin es‘ firm er. T h e sketches- you send 
now  would not reproduce very  well. Archibald 
Dale. — K ruger sketch is gooff. You ought to 
have put a blue tint behind, and not a wash, as 
I cannot reproduce this in line. Your second 
sketch is better, bnt I do not care for the joke. 
V ictor Glenmore.— Good jo k e ! Use black ink in 
future. SecObrain. —  I cannot reproduce pencil 
drawings in the “ Special Page.”  W. H. OweD.- 
Photographs very in teresting; sorry I cannot use 
them . Sid. P. H.— M ake your drawing more dis
tinct, Sidney. F. H. Ogar sends the photograph of 
“ an egg w ithin an egg." Unfortunately, it is s 
very  poor print and I  cannot clearly reproduce it. W. 
W. G.— V ery carefully  draw n, but coloured sketches 
m ake poor blocks. Charles C. Dawson and 
“  E agre.” — F rom  the very slight sketches you send, 
I  should not like to advise either o f  you to go in for 
black and white. B etter contribute to the “  Sped* 
Page ”  for  som e little tim e, then I w ill bo able to tell 
you your strength a little later on. One of the 
Hands.— I w ould have reproduced your drawing 
the “ Special P a g e”  if it had not been worked wita 
such u fine pen. > W h y  not look at the line illustra
tions in T he C aptain and see the kind of thing v® 
w an t? A. R. Noltenuis (South A ustralia).—1 
try  to  nse your sketch and essay if  I can possibly DM 
room . G. F. Davis. —  Y ou r composition of toe 
British A rm y charging the Boers is good. D. Hughes. 
Y our little sketch in colour, “ C louds at Cardin, 
shows great promise, but it w ould not reproduce « f. 
well, so I am  returning it to  you. Harley 
— M any thanks for  letter and photograph of BewWj 
G ram m ar School pavilion. W. Dale andjArpo
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Whiteley should not put quite bo m ucn w ork into 
then' sketches. T ry  again. George Monks seem3 
to have copied his idea from  one of M r. H assell’ s 
sketches. Quack. —  C andidly, I  do not think the 
sketch you send in shows very m uch m erit. I should 
like to see m ore of your drawing. K. H. Smith.—  
Ifany thanks for photograph. Yes, your letter is 
v ery ,neatly written. Claude D. I’Anson. —  Your 
sketch is a pretty good one, but I  do not Bee m y way 
to reproduce it as it is o f  no special interest. Albany 
H. Farrow.— D o not try  such an elaborate subject 
till you have had.m ore practice. D . M. S. (A b e r d e e n ), 
sends what he considers a unique m ethod o f photo
graphing stamps, but I  do not think it w ould be of 
much value for reproducing in a magazine. I  w ill 
send on his specim en to M r. G ooch . E. Law .—Y our 
sketch is g ood ; but drawing for  “ Special P ag es ’ ’ 
most be in ink, not pencil. Use a black ink and m ake 
the lines firm. W. M atthew s.— The m aze is too 
Btnall and not distinct enough. In future, make 
sketches larger. Joan Sterling.—Joke good. Take 
more pains with drawings, and try again. J. A. 
Ramsey, Mac., and P. Mairet.— See reply to E . 
Law. A. Adams and Harold Stew art.— G ood ideas,

but lines too  fine to  reproduce. -  H. Garland.— N ot 
m uch. D. G. Barnsley.—Y our work is good, but we 
cannot use sketches in colour. L. W illiam s.— Oom 
Paul is not our guest at St. H elena up to the time o f 
going to press w ith  this num ber. M any thanks for  
your joke. W. NettletOn— T oo chalky for “ S .P .’ ’ 
F. W. SleetbUPn,—D on ’t be afraid o f the ink, and 
m ake the lines stronger. R. Hughes.— Have another 
try  next m onth. Jack Point.— M any thanks. Sorry 
photo is bo dark. W rite again. Roy Evans.—Please 
make your drawings stronger, and then you will soon 
appear in print. W h y  don ’t, the other chaps write ?

Contributions also received fro m : Chas. N or
m an, A . E . Olley, Edgar W . Railton, I. O. Hughes, 
Lew is Higgins, D . W . Harris, F . Carter, D . Brown, 
A thol K irkpatrick, W . Daly, H .G .R ., E . B ., W . P e n 
ning, T . W . H erring, A . M. M illar, H . M. Pigott, 
J. B . Edgar, Gwendolen Braddell, R . H. S., J. H em - 
brow , S. F . H ., and F.

N .B .— Those not mentioned will understand that their 
contributions arrived too late for consideration in this 
number. Some accepted contributions, crowded out of 
this number, will appear in future issues.

“ CAPTA IN ”  COMPETITIONS FOR AUGUST.
NOTICE,—A t th e to p  o f  the firs t  p a g e  th e  fo llo w 

ing particulars m u st-b e c le a r ly 'w r ltte n . th u s :—

Competition N o . ------, C la s s ------ , N a m e ------ ,

A d d r e s s ------, A g e  — -.

Letters to the Editor should not be sent with competitions. 

We trust to your honour to send in unaided work.

GIRLS may compete.
You may enter for as m any com petitions as you like. 

Lrch “ comp." must be sent in a  separate envelope, or, 
*hen possible, on a  post-card,

ln_cverv ease the E d itor's decision is final, and he cannot 

(M£mi2-corresPond ence with unsuccessful competitors.

Pages should be connected with paper-fasteners ; not pins.

Address envelopes and post-cards as follows:— C om peti
tion No.----- , C la s s ------ , “ T h e  C a p t a in ," 12. Burleigh
-treet, Strand, London.

All competitions should reach us by A ugust 13th.

No. 1.— “ Longest Words Competition.”
Inree prizes of 7s. each will be awarded to the 
>nree competitors who send in the twelve longest 
jy>ras they can find forming a complete sentence, 
here is a .sample of what is m eant:—

Iknjitsiuliji reluctantly conceded privileges only 
“gentfC t' lrou®̂1 &trateK'° diplomacy of considerable

nrf°‘ 2r “ **unsters’ Competition.” Three 
r 1®8 7s. each will be awarded for the three
1 : Punning riddles on the lines of the fol
lowing ;_

W hy did the fly fly ?
Because the spider spider.
W hy did the quail quail?
Because the woodpecker woodpecker.

■ 'OrC.— ts  a number o f Competitors seem baxy on 
eater for (say) an age limit 25 comp., so 
applies to all the other age limits.

Riddles may contain names of birds, beasts or 
fishes, but must be absolutely original.

One class o n ly ..................  Age lim it: Sixteen.

No. 3 — ‘‘ Holiday Competition.” Three 
D e la  R ue ’s F ountain  Pens will be awarded 
for the three best essays not exceeding 400 words 
on “ My Summer Holiday.”

Class I. ... 
Class II. .. 
Class III. ..

Age lim it: Twenty-one. 
Age lim it: Sixteen.
Age lim it: Twelve.

No. 4.— “Map Competition.” T hree Sets 
of D raw ing  M aterials will be,awarded for the 
three best maps of South America in pencil or 
colours, neatness taken into consideration.

Class I. 
Class II. 
Class III.

Age limit: Twenty-one. 
Age lim it: Eighteen. 
Age limit: Twelve.

No. 5.— “My Home, Competition.” Three 
prizes of 7s. each will be awarded to the sender of 
the three best sketches of their homes in pen, 
pencil, or water-colours.

Class I. ..........................  Age lim it: Twenty-one.
Class II.................................. Age limit: Twqnty.
Class III................................ Age limit: Sixteen.

No. 6. — “  Photograph Competition.”
Three Handsome “ Mounting ” Albums (for 
preserving photos in) will be presented to the 
readers sending the three best photographs of 
seaside or country scenes.

Class I. ...    Age limit: Twenty-five.
Class II, ...     Age limit; Twenty.
Class III................................  Age limit: Sixteen.

this point, let them understand that a Competitor may 
long as he has npt actually turned 26. The same rule



wav you take a holiday very 
much depends upon what 
you consider to be a holiday. 
W ith some folks a holiday 
is all repose ; with others, all 
restlessness. I  expect most 

M embers o f my Crew are to be included in the 
latter category A nd quite right, too ! Cricket 
and claret-cup, lawn tennis and lemon squashes 
— “ Sing ho! jolly ')
h o !” for the summer 
holidays !

I am writing 
these lines in acabin 
on a P .& O . steamer, 
end as near as I can 
reckon, I am about 
three t h o u s a n d  
miles away from 
T h e  C a p t a i n  
office, and within a 
day’s sail o f Egypt.
I shall post my letter 
to the printer at 
Port Said, and, that 
done, I shall convey 
my big, white sun- 
hat and other be
longings to the city 
called Cairo, and 
there, in the inter
vals o f viewing mummies and pyramids, think 
out som e new ideas for Vol. IV .

A DRAW1NG-H00M INTERIOR.

By IF. C. Duckworth, Winner of Competition I T Class I.

O f course, this is not quite the time of 
year for a visit to Egypt, but a man must take 
his holidays when circumstances do best suit, 
and I would rather glide through this blue ocean 
than roll about on the Atlantic, or dodge in and 
out o f Norwegian fiords. So I have braved the

heat and come along. M y ship, the China, is 
indeed a good ship. T h e  Bay o f Biscay wore a 
smile when I passed through i t ; and I have 
fallen amongst excellent company. It was a 
little cold in the Channel, and people paraded 
the deck in overcoats and wraps. Once in the 
Mediterranean, however, such coverings were 
cast aside ; the lightest o f summer raiment was 
donned, and since then we have basked perpetu

ally in the sunshine 
of this sweet south
ern sea (interrupted 
outside Marseilles 
bv a heavy roll, 
which made people 
hurry below in a 
sudden and eccen
tric manner).

Another time 
I hope to discourse 
at greater length of 
the beautiful things 
I said to the cab
men at Gibraltar 
wrhen they tried to 
overcharge me. 1 
will tell you of the , 
thousands of great , 
guns hidden in that 
grim rock, and I 
will not forget to

mention what I paid my Spanish guide for telling 
me all about them. T h e  old rascal (to please 
me, I suppose) was enthusiastic in his references 
to H er Majesty, Q ueen Victoria. I appreciated 
this sort o f thing at first, but, at last, growing a 
little weary o f so much affectation, I present 
him with a shilling, and observed, “ There, nô  
say a word or two about your own poor lit 
K ing ! ” I could see from his crafty smile t
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it was qua- immaterial to him w hich  European 
monarch lie praised, so long as he was paid for it.

The beauty o f a sea voyage like this is 
Out you have nothing whatever to bother a b o u t; 
nothing to d o — no letters, no newspapers. It is 
an a b s o lu te ly  idle existence, and it is an abso
lute change. The greatest change always affords 
the best holiday. Country people generally 
derive benefit from a visit to London, and to 
the Cockney’s sallow cheeks the sun and breeze 
of the shires lends a glow o f health. T h e sailor 
seeks rest and recreation ash ore; the inlander 
makes for the co a st; the inhabitants of seaside 
towns quit cliff and rock for the meads of' 
Warwickshire or the hills o f Malvern. T he 
great thing is to get away from your own 
neighbourhood for a time—  
even if it be but for a week 
at Baden-Baden or Margate - 
Margate.

On board a ship o f this 
sort- the passengers thaw and 
thaw until they become quite 
a happy family. You find your
self talking to men as if you 
had known them all your life, 
and to ladies —  really —  as if 
they were your sisters. Then, 
when night has fallen (there is 
hardly any twilight out here), 
and you can watch the wake 
of the moon’s rays for miles, 
when the strains o f music 
steal out to you from the 
drawing-room, and when there 
is even rude melody in the 
churning of the great keel 
trough the waves— then life 
is ideal, and cannot be better. W atch the stars 

i and watch the waves, and forget all your troubles, 
bream as you like— dream all sorts o f things ; 
but whatever you do, do not lean too far over 
to-* rail, for there may be a shark waiting for a 

I weal just beneath you, .

I There! The very bliss o f this life is a little 
I sw, for only those who have endured great 
I s#rrow soar to the topmost heights o f happi- 
I ne& They that go down to the sea in ships 
I t̂ness wondrous things ; and one cannot travel 
I ^ u s a n d  miles o f ocean without gaining 
I Uch knowledge worthy o f life-long keeping. 
I aidk^6 m touch w>th Nature in her grandest 
I mooH m° St terr^ c ar*d ^er gentlest and kindest 
I D&f S • on a l 'ner would be just about 
I  if >ou could get your shirts washed.

Somebody is hammering at my door and 
asking' me to umpire in a game o f cricket 
( “  Starboard v. Port Cabins ” ), which is just now 
to be played on the hurricane deck. So, ever 
a  faithful fag, I go. Before I left London I 
answered as many letters as possible, and these 
replies you will find below. As for me, I must 
leave you, to take a watching part in the most 
glorious game ever invented, no matter where 
it be played ! .

Bazaar.— W ould any reader o f T he C ap
ta in  be kind enough to send some contributions 
for a bazaar for the soldiersMwhich will be held 
about the middle o f August. I f  so, please send 
all contributions to Miss Talbot, Little Gaddes- 
den House, Berkhampstead, Herts.

Yolumes I. and II. are still to be had 
at the published price of 6s., or by post 6s. 6d. 
I would, however, advise new readers who have 
not got them to obtain them at once, while they 
are yet procurable. Each volume contains over 
six hundred pages, most profusely illustrated, is 
crammed with school stories, tales o f adventure, 
athletic articles, stamp articles— in fact, every
thing dear to thy heart, O  b o y !

A N S W E R S  T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .
Chubby.— Thank yon, m y  dear. K ind regards to 

your cousin,
Derfla Senoj.— T hanks for poBt-card. Very 

curious mishap, I ’m  sure.
May Queen.— You are too young to contribute 

to  magazines. B e content with com petitions and 
“  Special Pages.”

Tom Tayler.— A  very m anly letter. G o on , 
and do all the good you  can am ong those around you.

A BIT OF NORTH WALKS.

By Gordon Barnsley, TTiimer of Competition IV., Class II.
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Harry Burton. — You have plenty Oi .weight for 
your h eigh t; you ought to be a useful “ R u g g e r”  
forw ard.

Too Inquisitive.—(1) Put “ Special P a g e ”  on 
envelope, if  you send poetry. (2) Yea, separate letters. 
(3) T he editors send their magazines for review.

F. B. Li. (R kdhjll) .— I hope your editorial duties 
have not turned your hair grey. I  am far too busy 
to contribute anything to private magazines.

A  M . B  — T he m uch coveted V ictoria Cross is a 
email, plain bronze Maltese cross, for which the W ar 
Office pays 4Jd.

F. T- Gilderson — "We will have a Stam p C ol
lectors’ Com petition very shortly.

Cox O'Higginson- —  Because som ebody had 
ju st bowled him , o f  course.

Percy Joscelyne.—‘A. very nice letter ! I w ill 
make inquiries about the cam p you  mention.

Beautiful Bound
ing Bertie (L iverpool) 
wishes m e a happy “ birth- 
m onth ,”  and assures m e 
that he will take .T he C ap
tain in until he is “  broke.”
H e savs tlmt L iverpool 
doesn’ t seem to have won 
m any C aptain prizes, and 
desires me to urge all 
Liverpudlian readers to 
“  buck up.”

W. Franks- —  W as
m uch pleased by your 
letter, which I  have handed 
on to M r. G ooch.

Shrapnel.—You m ay
send as mauy solutions as 
you like to any com petition .

K. F.— Keep your silk
worm s in a cardboard box. 
along w ith som e m ulberry 
or lettuce leaves. Y ou  
need not separate them  
w hen they begin to spin 
unless the box w ould be 
too crowded if they re
mained togeth er; then it 
would be advisable.

Northern Fir.— All 
papers are open to  you.
T ry  the popular pennies, 
like Tit-Bits. Send them 
som e really new and inte
resting personal pars graphs 
about celebrities up your 
w ay.

A. I*. Hamilton.— Sorry no space for your excit
ing ghost story. K ind regards to the ghost.

Kenneth-— Yes, certainly. T w o years on board 
one o f our training ships is allowed for. by the 
B oard o f Trade a9 one year before the m ast and, o f 
course, ship ow ners prefer a certificate beginning in 
this w ay, in preference to the ordinary apprentices. 
See m y reply to  “ D uncan Y ounger.”

Duncan Y ou n ger, R alph Sm art, 
“  Second M ate,” and several others, have 
written seeking inform ation  about joining the M er
chant Service. T here are tw o w ays o f doing this. 
T h e  first, to  jo in  such training ships as H .M .S . 
Impregnable at D evonport, the S t. Vincent at P orts
m outh, the Revenge at Q ueenstown, or the TPorceufer

EIREWOOD.
By Tom It. Wilson, Winner of Competition IV., Clan III.

at G reenhitbe, etc. In  this case it requires 
prem ium  of fifty  guineas and upwards, but from m* 
correspondents’ letters I  presum e thev wish to /  
to sea w ithout putting their parents to such expense 
and yet it is rather difficult to be apprenticed to a 
good shipping firm  w ithout a sm all premium, whitf, 
is usually returned in wages. I should’ advis» 
“  Second Mate ”  and others to apply by letter to any 
o f the shipping firm s that advertise in our large daily 
papers, for fu ll particulars. B y  paying a small 
prem ium , they will be able to jo in  a good ship for four 
years, live apart from  the crew , generally in a deck
house, and altogether treated as petty officers. Thera 
are a few  firm s in the provinces that will take 
apprentices w ithout a prem ium . These generally 
ship you into sm all vessels, and although a boy learns 
as much on an 800 ton ship as he would were he 
“ brass-bound”  on a 3,000 tonner,41 should like to 
point out to  both  m y readers and their parents that

it  is highly important not 
to be apprenticed to the 
captain, but rather to the 
shipping firm, and for this 
reason— when apprenticed 
to the firm  there is a much 
better chance of getting a 
berth as second mate in the 
same line of ships, where
as to be bound down toe 
captain would mean that 
when out of his time,-his 
skipper may leave that 
vessel and go to quite a 
different part of the globe. 
"Will any of my correspond
ents w ho want further in
form ation  from me, apply 
by  letter, enclosing a 
stamped envelope?

“ Colleen Bawn"-
Unlees you send me some 
o f yonr specimens I am 
afraid I  cannot give you 
any advice as to the class 
o f  magazine to send your 
work to. You had better 
m ake som e sketches from 
Natnre and send them to 
the “  Special Page3.” Many 
thanks for your letter; but 
for m any reasons, I don’t 
feel inclined to change Tut 
Captain cover. If ever 1 
com e to  Erin. I hope to be 
received, a9 you say, "Ctai 
mille fa ilte ."

H. G. J — if  yourfo”; 
penny-bit is in good condition , it is worth about 6d-l 
but if it has been in circulation it would not be worth 
m ore than half that sum.

Bashful One.— G et a m utual school, acquaint
ance to introduce you. T hat is the only advice I can 
think o f.

H. W. W- is a Cam bridge m an o f twenty-two wb® 
has taken in T he C aptain ever Bince the first nuffiM ■ 
and counts the bound volum es “  amongst his tre*- 
sures.”  H e tells me that his o ld  school. Elstree, &*• 
contributed £90  to the W ar F und. When one oo 
eiders that schoolboys are not overburdened with ®*“ j 
I  think Elstree is to be h ighly congratnlated. A g®“  
m any Elstrenians m ust have denied tb®®9®
“ tuck ” in order to contribute to the Fund.
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* E - F  Whitehorne (Jamaica).— I ’ll give you pleuiy ol l " 1,e w h e n  n e x t  1 g iv o  y o u  a  c o m P*
in  English Boy-— F rench boys do not dress 

oitelike you do. T he F rench  do not regard these 
''alters as we do, and probably they think your dress 
Tmost curious costum e. T he younger boys often 

blouses” — yes—but not velvet knickerbockers, 
jhive not noticed their boots. . .
An Admirer of “ The Captain.”—I thankyou.
j  q _ T . _ ( l )  Palm istry is a very fair am usement 

for a dull evening when a few  young people want a 
change from 11 blind m an’s buff,”  but I  do not regard 
it in a serious light. A  great m any silly  girls are, 
humbugged into paying half-guineas and half-crow ns 
to so-called “  professors ”  o f  this art. (a) I  w ill not 
print a page of “ H andsom e B ro th e rs”  in T h e  C a p - 
iiLN.as'it is not m y  desire to  foster vanity in m y 
readers. ,
"Honi soit qui mal y  pense.”—“ T h e L ife  

»nd Exploits of A lexander the G reat,”  and “ T he 
History of Alexander the G reat,”  both  with an intro
duction and Notes by  E . A . W allis Budge L itt, D ., 
published, by the Cam bridge U niversity Press at 
12s. Gd. and 25s. respectively ; also “ The S tory o f 
Alexander,” price 7s. Gd., published by  David Nutt, 
London. I should think you  ought to he able to 
consult these books through a first-class reference 
library, or you m ight possibly pick one or other of 
them up at a second-hand bookseller’s, or by advertis
ing in the Bazaar, Exchange, and Mart. Y our nom- 
i/ filume is an excellent life  motto.
J. H. T- P.—(1) No such coin as a George I I I .  two- 

stilling piece ex ists ; a shilling of the same reign is 
north about Is. 3 d .; a G eorge I. half-crow n would 
probably fetch 3s. Gd.; a W illiam  and M ary halfpenny 
is practically valueless ; the Spanish coin  you mention 
would, not be w orth m ore than I s . ; a Queen Anne 
threepenny piece is possibly worth 6d., according to 
ita condition. (2) I f  you progress in the same pro
portion as hitherto you will certainly bo a “  six- 
footer” ere you are twenty-one.

''M a y .’’—Your coins are valueless, the tw openny 
piece of George I I I . ’ s tim e being w orth but one lialf- 
petny, while the penny and halfpenny ,of the same 

n are worth nothing whatever.
Coins.”—The only coins am ongst those you 

oention that are of any value are the. Indian rupee 
tad two annas, and the 100 cents N etherlands— the 
tut two being worth Is. 3d. and 2d. respectively, and 

third about 2d. also.
6  M. S —A pronouncing dictionary is not needed 

*hen atudyiug Spanish. I f  you must have one, you  
vouid have to get a very large and expensive one. 

Bustamantes’ ’’ is not a pronouncing dictionary.
A S- (Dundrum).— T he value of your coins depends 

tttirely upon their condition, both the W illiam  II I .  
vo-thilling piece and the Qneen E lizabeth ’ s shilling 

wortb anything from  Gd. to  10s. each, according 
"their state of preservation.

X a y m a c a .— Thank you  for  your letter. I  w ill 
Hi to 1186 tbe photo you send o f the Jam aica/ 
“ ?h School, although it is a very poor one. I  do not 
Jl* that our com petitions for  foreign and colonial 

ers are any harder than the others. G o in and 
•b, sir,

C Craig.—Y our name should have been  
jr*® among the “  H on. M en s." in Class I., but by a 

11 was printed in Class I II . 
ifdili?' ® — The letters “  B . R . D .”  occurring in the 

tion of the late R. L . Stevenson’s “  Master o f

Ballantrae,”  constitute a signal which means sim ply 
“  Aaieu.”

G. W. H— (1) I don ’ t think you can do better 
than purchase “ T he Coin C ollector,”  by W . Carew 
H azlitt, price 7s. Gd., published by M r. George R ed 
w ay, 9, Hart Street, B loom sbury, London. (21 Y our 
m edal is o f no value at all.

H. C- (Jam aica).— Y e s ; Vols. T. and II . o f T he 
C aptain are still obtainable, price 6s. Gd. post free.

“  Floreat Rugbeia"—N o, I don ’t see how  it 
can be illegal to  print stamps o f your own design on 
you r letters, as they would be m erely a sort of m ono
gram. *

“ Amphibian.”—I tliink you are made o f the 
right stuff and w ill get on , and see no reason why you 
shouldn’ t do as you  suggest. I  would recom m end to 
you the follow ing books, all o f w hich  are published by 
M r. Edw ard Arnold , 37, B edford  Street, Strand, W .C .: 
“ Allen and G reenhough’ s Latin G ram m ar,”  price 6s.; 
“  Practical Latin  Com position,”  by W . C. Collar, 
price 5 s .; “  Latin  Prose E xercises,”  by Professor 
A . J. Eaton, price 2s. Others you could get to m eet 
your requirem ents in the special branches o f the 
study w hich you take up.

Mavourneen.— I should advise you to obtain 
* T he A rt o f  M odelling in Clay and W ax,”  by T . C. 
Sim m onds, price Is ., published by  Alessrs. Bem rose 
&  Sons, which w ill give you all the inform ation you 
require.

“Tiger.”— Y our guinea-pigs w ill eat with equal 
relish nearly everything in the vegetable l in e ; but 
their staple diet should consist of grass, bran, clover, 
dandelions with oats, bread, apple-parings, and any 
vegetable.

Gillingham-— I am forw arding your letter to 
M r. F r y ;  it just arrived a3 we go to press.

W. J. C- and others. —  T h e authors o f  the 
article on “  H ow  to  B uild u Canoe ”  inform  m e that 
they obtained their canvas from  a local draper. It 
was som ething after the same style a3 the canvas 
used in m aking mattresses, was 5ft. w ide, and cost 6d. 
per yard. It was a little coarse, but very strong; and 
w hen well oiled and painted, made a splendid skin.

Cleopatra- —  T he expression “  W hen H om er 
n o d s”  means that at tim es the greatest intellects are 
liable to grow drow sy, and the greatest people act in 
a moat com m onplace manner.

Loyal to my C a p t a i n — E ach  com petition 
m ust be sent in a separate envelope or on a separate 
post-card. H ave handed letter to M r. Gooch.

David Muir.— I am  rather tired of telling 
w ould-be black-and-white artists to consult M r. T om  
B row ne’s advice to such in the August editorial(1899). 
A n  editor only asks an artist to illustrate a story 
when he is quite sure of his man. A n  artist generally 
introduces him self to an editor by either sending 
sam ple sketches or calling w ith them. W hen 
sketches are sent, stamps for  return should always 
be enclosed. It is a good plan to go  to an Art School 
and enter into com petition  there w ith  other young 
artists.

Brer Rabbit in form s H . F . M ackie, and other 
rabbit-keepers, that “  H are’s Parsley ”  is a very good 
food  for rabbits. I  should like to hear what other 
rabbit-keepers have to  say " "  the subject. A lso, will 
som e experienced rabbit-keeper send me “  A  L ist o f 
Foods for Rabbits 7 ”

S- K.— Your superb copy  of “ T ow er of L ondon  ” 
has just arrived. W as it thrown in with a penny
w orth o f water-cress, or did you  pick  it up in a rag 
and bone establishm ent 7
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Erill'gO'Bragh.— D o not know your district so 
cannot say anything about the cadet corps in it. I f  
y ou  are a Londoner, there are the L ondon Rifle Brigade 
C adet Corps, the T ow er H am lets, and m any others.

H. W. Everitt is thanked fo r  the photo he 
sends o f  the masters’ and boarders’ house, E a rl’s 
C olne G ram m ar School. I t  w ould serve m y purpose 
better if he w ould send a photograph o f the school 
itself.

E. R. V- (D ulwich C ollege).—  Send a better 
ph oto, and I ’ ll use it.

Roy and Others.— Y ou m ust have influence. 
I t  is necessary to  get a nomination from  one or m ore 
o f the directors o f the line on  whose ship you  wish

to becom e a purser. A  knowledge o t‘  sbortlmm 
book -k eep ing , and one or m ore foreign iancuaces ■ 
also essential. ° ,l5

Also letters from: " J ,”  Khaki, “ Mansi*„ 
Junior Eastbournian, G ordon Barnsley, A. H. Lidd!
J . K irtland, Cader, H . H . Denning, “  Jlndoo n
K . M. F .,  “ Dear G irl F riend ,”  “ Crystal P al4«
T . W . W ilson , J. Joseph, F . A . Rogers (Nawmpoom 
“ G lory ,”  “ A  Colonial A dm irer,”  “ Leslie” "TV  
B ourse,”  “ L oyal P addy,”  Arthur Kella’s, “ ga(j 
E d itor ,”  H . Pearson, J. Jungheun (India),' R, £ 
R obinson, “  Captain R eader,”  W . R . Itimmer ‘-Wpii 
W isher,”  “  Centenary.”  ’

A number o f  answers held over for want of space.

THE OLD FAG.

Results of June Competitions.
N o. I.— Best D escription  o f  a. 11 C y c lin g  T o u r ,’’
CLASS I. (Age limit: Twenty-five.)
W inner o r  7s.: Sadie Harbison, “ Boskeen,".Rosetta 

Park, Belfast.
CLASS III. (Age limit: Sixteen.)
W inner op 7s.: W. J. C. Nettleton, 70, George Street, 

Portman Square, W.
A Consolation Prize has been awarded t o : W, H. 

Simmonb, “ Brenzett," Banisters Road, Southampton. 
Honourable Mention: J. P. Salway, J. H. Knight.
No. II.— Boat “ C rick ete rs’ A lp h a b e t,”
CLASS I. (Age limit: Twenty-one.)
W inner op “ Swan" Fountain Pe n : R. AshiSt Howe, 91, 

Roker Avenue, Sunderland.
A Consolation Prize  has been awarded t o : M. Edwards, 

" Leehurst," Salisbury.
Honourable Mention: Pred C. Dewar, R. Bruce 

Beveridge.
CLASS II. (Age limit: Eighteen.)
W inner op “ Swan” Fountain Pe n : Kenneth G. F inlay, 

2, Queen’s Terrace, Aberdeen, N.B.
A Consolation Prize  has been awarded to: W. A. Ol d 

field , 39, Waterdale, Doncaster.
Honourable Mention : Elsie Holden, Victor Glenmore. 
CLASS III. (Age limit: Fifteen.)
W inner op "  Swan " Fountain Pen : Noel Haddon, 

Mellor Road, Marple Bridge, Stockport.
A Consolation Prize  has been awarded to : A. H. Downes- 

Skaw, South Eastern College, Ramsgate.
Honourable Mention: W. L. Hall worth, Walter Colqu- 

houn, W. F. Heath, B. E. Binns, F. G. Skinner.
No. III.— Best “  M a p  o f  In d ia .”
CLASS 1. (Age limit: Twenty-one.)
W inner of 7s.: John Thomson, c/o A. Reid, 21, Maryfleld 

London Road, Edinburgh.
Honourable Mention: H. S. Spain, Ethel Owen, Ada C. 

Meredith, Robert Adam, Mary Moreton, Ethel Walker, 
Robert Bowden, Edith Brewis, Elsie J. Tattersall.

CLASS II. (Age limit: Eighteen.)
W inner op 7s. : M. E. Cock, 55, Milton Road, Fitzhugb, 

Southampton.
Honourable Mention: Mary Dollman, Gladys M. Holden, 

A. E. Smith, Gertrude Allen, H. Mitchell, Dorothy Watkins, 
George R. Grieve, B. H. E. Price, H.. R. Brown, Philip M. 
Fremltn, Esca Allday, Charles Wbilby, A. L. Ilsley, Katherine 
Wilkinson, Winifred W. Bedale, R. R. Russell, Kity Wheatley, 
Alice Seager, Evelyn Cossart, A. Wakeford, A. de Montfort- 
Tborpe, Janet Laldiaw, Gordon D. Adam, W. Haymes,
J. 0. Nlcol, C. S. C. Roberts, Rnth Chlppendall, Jeamo 
Belfr&ge, A. Taylor, J. A. Forster, Alice Leggott, Lettice
E. Evans, C. Thomas, A. Morrison, A. C. Legard, Enid M. 
Walters, T. A. Macallan, Joan Clark.

CLASS III. (Age limit Fifteen.)
W inner of 7s. : Gordon Jellicoe.74, Parkhill Road, N.W, 
Honourable Mention: T. R. Davis, L. MacDonald Gill,

F. C. Porter, Alice M. Cooper, C. H. OBley, Dorothy Flggott,
K. N. Davis, Dorothy Wheatley, Dora C. Swindon, Dorothy 
M. Cross, W. T. Deeming, Thomas Gilson, Margaret Drayton,

Janet C. Betts, Dorothy Stewart, J. Douglas, Jack Watts, 
E. Slack, Clara Coster, Marian Coster, E. P. Wheatley. D k 
Brandt, C. H, Baker, H. R. Hodge, S. E. Bennett, H 
Kingscote, J. S. Potts, S. D. Adam, Fred Ingham, Ian C 
Russell, R. B. Langner, Herbert Briggs, John Gauld, Arthur 
E. Lane, Margaret Rose, T. W. Herring, W, R, G. Kent,H.H. 
Downes, Hugh St. G. H. Maxwell, Andrew Guthrie, D.Lg! 
Williams, Lizzie Douglas, A. B. Clements, J. F. Earlov, 
Hugh Golby, H. Denby, W, L. Andrews, T. J. Jones, D. JL 
McNanght, T. K. Rishworth, Esther Taylor, David Thomas, 
Marjorie Wells, R. Maxwell, F. E. Daun, A. S. Jones, Hestet 
Holland, Frank Mallet, A. J. Taylor, U. Thomas.

No. IV.— Best “  A m a te u r Photographs.1’
CLASS I. (Age limit: Twenty-one.)
W inner of 7s. : H, C. Duckworth, “ Onklands,”EimbolScu 

Road, Bedford. (Drawing-room interior.)
Honourable Mention : Lily R. Brazier, H. V. Fieliiis, 

Alfred Bosdet, Alfred Briggs, Maida Sturrock, Leonid 
Bressey, Jessie K. MacRobert, Charles A. Organ, J. W. 
Langdon, M. Briggs, Gladys Morris, C, E. Pease, D. H. 
Strath, E. H. Hunt, C. H. Leigh, W. H. Lucas.

CLASS II. (Age lim it: Eighteen.)
W inner of 7s.: Gordon Barnsley, Rydal Mount, Colsyi 

Bay, N. Wales. (Landscape.)
Honourable Mention : R. M. Donald, I. G. Thomson 

Ernest S. Woodward, B. I. Rolling, Arthur Turk, W. Hander 
son, Stanley Goldsmith, Cecil B. © . Fox, I. R. Dyson,H.C 
Mortimer, A. S. Brookes, J. F. Moylan, H. Pollock, H.Jseto, 
E. Smith, James Connock, C. Seelig, A. W. Dick9, A. D. Wood, 
G. H. Lowden, J. Keane, W. H, Scorer, D. 0 Milledge, Job 
Fuller, Daphne M. May, H. B. Dibben, \V. A. MontaUi 
Douglas Woodhams, Frank Smith, Flossie L. Booth, Kiehird 
L. Bridgnell, Douglas Weaver, S. E. Gritton, Herbert let, 
Effie Kennedy.

CLASS III. (Age limit: Fifteen.)
Winner op 7s.: Tom R. W ilson, 26, Drummond P1m» 

Edinburgh.
Honourable Mention: John W i Hepple, F. C. Sharp,G. 

H. Willcox, A. G. Schofield, William Huntly, H.C. LolU '■ 
Taylor, H. P. Heyworth, E. W. Tanner, A. W. Woodhouse,J. 
Fletcher, Edward Black, C. R, Calms, E. Baker, F. GarrtG 
H. Oppenheim, B. White, A. C. Hutt, R. H. Southern. B. tj. 
Hine, V. R. Lucas, F. B. Clarke, E. Nicholson, “ Hunter, s. 
Worlock, C. B. Tidmareh, G Lough, W. A. Young, Daudu 
O. Monntfield, J. Douglas, J. K. Dyer. J. Prentia, A. Iwaa t- 
H. Strange, C. E. Garrett, H. C. Armitage, R. J. Spurn 0.n. 
Dowding, G. L. Vigors, H. S. Thompson, A. W. G. Oliver.r. 
White, Alex. J. Duncan, C. S. Milledge, Violet Brown, CUM" 
Southall, Dudley G. Burton, J. Donald Hughes.

No. V . - “  S p h in x ’s Puzzles." (Fide “ Captain 
Comer,” p. 464.)

n o . V I.-B o o t  M usica l Setting; o f  “ The Postbof'1
£1 Is . divided be tw e e n : Amy G a r r a w AV, 36, BevertbrM*

Road, Tufnell Park, Holloway; and MonEtLA 
“  Bryn Hyfryd,” Twthlll, Carnarvon, N. Wales. (

Consolation Prizes have been awarded to : Sab® JJt j , 
bon, “ Roskeen,” Rosetta Park, Belfast; and Geo1*, 
Cunningham, 43, Westbere Road, West Hampstead, a. -  ̂

Honourable Mention : W. J. D. Flavill, Beatrice 
J. F. Staton.

Winners o f Consolation Prizes are requested to Inform the Editor which they would prelet — a vo/tf®* ^
the ”  Strand,”  “ Wide World,”  or “  Captain. ”
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Do c t o r  G o r d o n

STA B L E S has (your 
e d ito r  informs me) 

written a remarkably power
ful sea story for T h e  C ap 
tain, and as this story will 
begin in the October num
ber, I am about to herald 
its approach by telling you all about this popu
lar yarn-spinner— about his career, his books, 
his “ gipsy life,” and the man himself.

Of course, I wanted to “ discover” the 
doctor at home, and find out a little more about 
his remarkable life and adventures than tradition 
and Who's who ? had already given us. I 
wanted to interview him. Nothing could be 
easier, I told myself. Drop a post-card to 
Twyford, Berks, and follow it up next day. A  
fast train from Paddington, a fly to “ The 
Jungle,” a n d  the thing would be done, and my 
hero would be awaiting me at his own gates. 
My fly dropped me right under a row o f 
splendid limes, that fronts an old-fashioned, 
two-winged house, buried in wisteria and ivy, 
and lying well back from the road. Carriage- 
drive in front, but one gate locked, because 
N e w fo u n d la n d  dogs, backed by St. Bernards 
and Great Danes, have an ugly habit o f eating 
unwary strangers up.

I was kindly received, and ushered into a 
targe and beautifully-furnished double drawing
room, the great French windows communicating 
with well-treed lawns and shrubberies. Plenty 
of evidence of the doctor here, but no doctor 
himself.

“ The Jungle” is well-named, for in its 
Ardens, lawns, and orchards grow almost every 
free you could name, and yonder long row o f 
ordly poplar trees can be seen all over Berk
shire. “ The Jungle” is a “ wildery” and 
* birds’ home par excellence. Over thirty 
different species o f wild birds build and 

I Slng here in spring and summer,

their daily dole, 
grounds with one

varying

in size from the great 
white owl to the golden- 
crested wren. All the birds 
know the master, and come 
to his whistle, and some 
are fed from his hand, even 
on their nests; while in 
winter hundreds come for 
Wandering through the 
of the doctor’s sons I 

came to a cosy corner, where, each with a 
slab at its grave-head, on which are printed 
loving words, sleep beneath the brown - 
stemmed, waving pine trees, the doctor’s 
favourite dogs. Among others the famous 
champion Newfoundland, “ Theodore Nero,” 
the champion collie, “ Eily,” and many other 
noted dogs of the day. The most recent grave 
is that of his celebrated and most beautiful St. 
Bernard, “  Fair Helen of Troy,” or “  Lassie.” 
She died last year, though young, and her death 
almost broke her masters heart. For years she 
had been his caravan guard and pet, and had 
even saved his life.

And this charming little bungalow, far down 
in the orchard, is the doctor’s wigwam, in wrhich 
he has in twenty years’ time written over one 
hundred books. While hard at work in winter, 
it is his habit to rise at 4 .3 0  a.m., have his cold 
tub, no matter how hard the frost may be, and 
get away down to his wigwam, where he works 
all day long at the open window, for this wiry 
Scot never goes near a fire. If snow has begun 
to fall the night before, he places a huge broom 
handy and sweeps himself down next morning 
( 7 0 yds. or more) to the mound on which the 
wigwam stands.

“ But where is the doctor?” I asked.
“  Oh, away on the road in his caravan! ” 

replied my guide.
“ A  holiday cruise?”
“  Well, y e s; but he will be working nearly all 

the time, correcting proofs, completing books,
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THIS IS “ THE JU N G LE"; DE. GORDON STABLES’ RESIDENCE AT TWTFOED, BEKKS.

writing for the magazines, sketching from 
Nature, and— and— everything.”

From the serious way the boy pronounced 
the last word it was evident he was considerably 
impressed with his versatile father’s working 
capabilities.

Well, at “ T he Ju n gle”— this beautiful green 
n est— anyone could be happy ; but I wanted to 
see the bird himself, though all I could get was a 
clue— he was not going to caravan a thousand 
miles this year, only about five hundred, and he 
might be in Cambridge, and round that way ; hc- 
might be found in the Fenlands, hunted dowm 
on the Norfolk Broads, or caught by the sea 
or elsewhere.

I am not easily disheartened, and, like the 
doctor himself, I am a cyclist.

“ I will run the doctor to earth,”  said I.
But our “  Gentleman Gipsy ”  had a long 

start o f me. So the race began. H e had been 
heard of at Peterboro’, with his huge land yacht 
and noble horses; he was traced North and 
West Grantham-way, then he was lost in L in 
colnshire, but faithfully followed through most 
of its lovely scenery, along its devious lanes, with 
their hedges of silver may and golden furse and

broom. I nearly caught him at Skegness, and 
again at Wainfieet, Horncastle, Boston, and 
Donnington, but he dodged and doubled so, 
and never left word where he was going; 
through the Fenlands, and on to Lynn and 
W ells-next - Sea ; all through Norfolk, till at 
North Walsham the scent grew hot, and when I 
sighted a cosy little camp at Mundesley-on-Sea, 
with the caravan itself, a tent, and a bungalow, 
I vaulted right off my “  bike,” tossed my dusty 
cap in the air, and shouted “  Eureka ! ”

The meadow in which the “ Wanderer Camp’ 
stood was, on this bright day in July, starred 
over with goldie locks and ox-eye daisies, and 
gemmed with many a wild flower; hedges, 
banks, and trees around ; the snow-white tent, 
the little bungalow, and the beautiful caravan- 
just the cosy spot to please a naturalist! Sun
shine over everything; woods and cliffs in tne 
distance ; old-fashioned brick houses shimmering 
red through banks of foliage, and the sea moan
ing and sobbing at the foot o f the cliff andwi • 
in a stone’s throw o f the camp.

A  little foothpath wTent winding— the doctf 
would not have it straight —  up through 
meadow, and a-down this, as I advanced, ca
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inarching a tall figure in the Highland dress and 
tartan of h is  clan— the Gordons of Strathspey. 
]n his hand a bundle of proofs, and gambling 
around him a beautiful flat-coated retriever, and 
a very knowing-looking black-and-tan terrier.

“ Can you spare an hour to chat, doctor?” I 
asked, after introducing myself.

“ Oh, yes, most certainly,” he said, laughing, 
“and I can give you tea on the grass, and camp 
bread-and-butter, cut thick, you know.”

This gallant naval surgeon is never averse to 
talking. His smile is not a made one, but takes 
complete possession for the time being of his 
whole face and the eyes from which the soul 
beams. _

A man whom children, dogs, cats, and every
thing else that lives, all love, must have some 
good in him. He can spin you yarns for a 
whole night; and the fairy tales, all made on the 
spur of the moment, which he tells to any child 
he takes on his knee, soon make it very round
eyed indeed.

“ Another cup? Yes, thanks; but this 
summer life of yours on the road surely is 
idyllic, doctor 1 ”

“ There is no other name for it,” he says. 
“  I ’m the inventor of this caravan, and have 
travelled all over Great Britain for a dozen 
o f years. Like to have a peep at our 
interior ?”

H e led the way up the back steps. The 
carriage, from stem to stern, measures about 
2 0 ft. by 7 ft. You pass through the after cabin 
first, which does duty as pantry, kitchen, and 
spare bedroom. It is most complete, and is 
separated from the main saloon by folding 
doors prettily curtained. The saloon itself puts 
one in mind of the interior of a house-boat. It 
is a study in upholstery; everything is dainty 
and pretty, yet small; bookcase, table, china- 
cupboard, musical instruments, sofa and chairs, 
with curtains of crimson and orange; but the 
saloon can in five minutes’ time be turned into 
a char ning bedroom. The verandah is broad 
and wide, and at night is closed in with canvas 
— a third bedroom, usually occupied by a very 
large and beautiful dog. As the doctor lies in 
the most lonely situations at night, always 
stabling his horses, but sleeping in the caravan 
on grass, and never in a yard, both the dog and

THIS IS THE '■ WIGWAM"  IN "T H E  JUNGLE”  GROUNDS, WHERE THE DOCTOR WROTE " A  ROVING COMMISSION”
FOR "T H E  CAPTAIN."
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his trusty revolvers have more than once stood 
him in good stead.

“ W hat first put the idea o f gipsying into 
your head, doctor ? ”

“  W ell, some men are born wanderers, I 
su p p ose; but when only a child, and living 
in Scottish wilds, I used to positively envy the 
gipsy children I used to see leaning over the 
windows or doors o f their caravans, and when I 
was put on sick leave from the Service and 
couldn’t afford a yacht at sea, I took to litera
ture and a land yacht, and I have never

the doctor’s doings, so that you may know all 
about the man I was taking tea with.

Well, Dr. Gordon Stables was horn at a 
pretty place called Aberchirder, in Banffshire 
notable for the fact that from that village the 
first free minister left the Scottish Kirk. When 
Gordon was three years old, his father, having 
purchased some property in Aberdeenshire 
quitted Aberchirder, and, there being no school 
in the neighbourhood, he got others to join 
him and founded one. It was good enough for 
children, but when Gordon was nine he was

repented my choice o f  either. I  have been 
twenty years a professional w riter; but I wrote 
verses when eleven— just hymns, songs, and such 
like, you know. Later on, at fifteen or sixteen, 
I  was writing things for the newspapers. I 
figure in Edwards’ book as one o f the m odem  
Scottish poets— but there are tons o f us. Yes, 
I  love m usic; who that is fond o f  Nature does 
not ? I  ought to have stuck to my first love, 
the fiddle— but I have flirted with half-a-dozen 
other instruments. Dabbled in painting, too.”

I think I had better give you here a sketch o f

flogged until he was h alf dead for some childish 
antic. H e was then taken aw-ay and sent to the 
parish school. H ere he commenced his classical 
education, it being intended by his parents 
that he should eventually “ wag his pow m 
a pulpit. T h e  school was a flogging one indoors 
and a  fighting one in the play ground. Often 
the teacher caned the whole school. " ut ’ 
Gordon Stables grew strong in fists, he a 
grew strong in intellect. T he distance to sc  ̂
was three miles and a bittock, over a roug 
country. H e took his time on the road,
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carrying a burden of books, including a Latin 
and a Greek lexicon, through summer’s sun 
an(i winter’s snow, was, for a boy of ten, a 
tough job. However, he bore it without flinch
ing, and although a love of Nature was probably 
born in him, there is no doubt that in these 
journeys to and fro he 
found ample scope for 
iis development. He was 
a more practical naturalist 
at twelve than many men 
of forty, and though he 
knew no classification, he 
was familiar with th e  
hab.ts of every creature 
of the wilds that crept or 
crawled or swam or flew.
But when he was thirteen, 
his country life ended, and 
he was sent to study at 
the grammar school o f 
Aberdeen. H e su b se 
quently entered the Uni
versity, and after three 
years’ classical education 
doffed the scarlet toga.
He refused, however, to 
be elevated to the pulpit.
He was afraid to face its 
responsibilities. Thanks 
to his parents’ teaching, 
he was early and deeply 
imbued with religion, and 
did not think himself 
“good enough for a clergyman.” Gordon 
Stables wished to be a soldier, and had the 
offer of a cadetship; but his mother objected, 
and, like a dutiful son, he gave way. He 
abandoned the lance and adopted the lancet. 
Even as a medical student his love for a roving 
life impelled him to visit the Arctic regions on 
two occasions. Having finished his medical 
education, he took to sea in earnest, and in ten 
years obtained a fair insight into naval life in 
®ny lands When he was thirty-three, he was 
invalided on half pay, and, getting married two 
years later, settled down— as far as there is any 
settle in an incorrigible rover. Finding young 
children rise up around him, and that his half 
pay barely supported him, Dr. Stables began to 
consider how he could supplement his income.

a happy moment for the public, and for 
bmself, he decided to try his hand at literature, 
men he arrived at this determination, he had 

fatten a book called “  Medical Life in the 
Navy,” but his knowledge of the conditions of 
'terary success was strictly limited. H e supplies 
* striking proof in support o f the contention 

at previous training is not invariably necessary

for authorship. H e had scarcely any of the 
disappointments beginners usually suffer. At 
the outset his copy was accepted. Chambers 

Journal was his literary father; then Cassell 
took him up ; and, since, a great many others. 
The author has written, in twenty years, 105

hooks in all, mostly bulky, including books on 
popular medicine and science; books on tea, 
on cycling, baths, novels ; boys’ books of adven
ture ; books on dogs, cats, and all the domestic 
animals, etc., etc. He writes for about a dozen 
London magazines, and contributes a weekly 
column to the National Press' Agency on 
“ Health and Home,” etc.

Dr. Gordon Stables attributes what he 
modestly calls “ his little success” in the literary 
world to his love of Nature, and the quiet 
country, and to hard work. But he also owes 
a great deal to the conviction that he writes as 
he feels— that he will always stick up for 
children, and fight the battles of the lower 
animals against the tyrannical and selfish mem
bers of the human species. It is one of the 
great merits of his books that they are as 
healthy in tone as they are full of fun and 
animation.

“ That first book of mine,” the doctor put 
in, “ was written while I was on leave. Officers 
are not supposed to write on Service matters. 
I wrote too much as I felt just then, and slated 
and chaffed my superiors, with the result I was



4 8 8 T H E  C A P T A I N .

not appointed to “the- C a p ta in , as I  expected to 
be. But, as you know, the C a p ta in  turned 
turtle in the B ay of Biscay, going down with all 
hands. I f  m y first book was not a literary 
success, therefore, it succeeded in saving my 
life.

“ M y method o f writing? I have none. M y 
ideas o f a com ing book are jotted down in one 
o f the bairn’s exercise books. T h ey  are without 
form and void, but from this chaos the book 
evolves itself. I write very rapidly. ‘ Out o f 
the fulness o f the heart, the mouth speaketh,’ 
you know. M y best works, therefore, are 
those which have taken me the least time to 
write, and in which I  have taken the greatest 
pleasure.

“  Certainly, I have travelled a deal. N aval 
officers see the world thoroughly, and probably 
m y knowledge o f tropical and A rctic regions 
and sea life gives an atmosphere o f reality to 
my stories. Moreover, I am a  practical sailor, 
not a theoretical one. Y ou  cannot write well 
on that which you have to get up for the occa
sion.

“  Oh, I entered the Service about the close 
o f the great war between the American Federals 
and Confederates. I fear we British rather 
favoured the latter. In  South Africa we were 
chummy ships with the A la b a m a , the G eorg ia , 
and F lo r id a — all pirate ships, you might say. 
I knew Semmes well— a little pompous, but a 
good man, and brave. I knew Llewellyn, o f 
course ; he was the surgeon who went down 
with the ship rather than endanger the lives 
o f the wounded. I think it may interest some 
o f your young readers to know how we young 
fellows of H .M .S. P e n g u in — or two o f us, at all 
events, saved the A la b a m a  once. She was

lying in Simon’s Tow n, when word came that 
the big Federal, V a n derbilt, who could have 
blown her sky-high, was coming in to look f0r 
her. A s fast as a fleet boat could pull, We 
conveyed the information to Semmes, and he 
was off in an hour. When the Vanderbilt 
came in, we told the lieutenant the Alabama 
had not long sailed for Teneriffe, and she went 
off next. Back came the A labam a, and we had 
real jolly times o f it for a fortnight after. The 
A la b a m a  had sixty four chronometers on board ' 
at that tim e ; she took the chronometer from 
every vessel she destroyed, just as hunters take ; 
the tail o f  every unhappy fox they run to : 
ground. It was fine fun, buj rough on the 
Federals. ;

“ We did a deal o f  cruising in the Indian j 
Ocean, our headquarters being Zanzibar, We 1 
were for ever in chase o f slavers, day and night; 
in a manner o f speaking, the Penguin was a 
pirate, and the Arabs would any day rather 
have seen the devil. M y adventures at sea 
and land are, o f  course, too numerous to tell 
W hen I write my ‘ A uto.’ it will be a strange 
book.”

“ A nd this story you have written specially 
for T h e  C a p t a in ? ”

“  ‘ A  Roving Com m ission1 ? Well, I mustn't 
puff my own wares, but I can tell you that I 
have taken more trouble over ‘ A Roving 
Comm ission ’ than I have over any other tale 
of a like nature. Y o u  see, it concerns naval 
warfare of to-day, and a big man-o’-war is such 
a stupendous affair, that one has to be very 
accurate and ‘ well-up ’ in all that concerns her, 
if  one pens a romance around her. Well—if it 
don’t get right hold o f every laddie that reads 
it, I ’ll— P l l  ea t my h ea d  l n





B y  W a l t e r  F o s t e r . 

Illustrations by George Hawley.

IT  was on the homeward voyage from M uskat 
that K irby picked up the silver disc with 
its cryptic inscription.

T h e A zte c  had worked down to the latitude 
o f Ras al H ad, when she was overtaken by 
a regular gale. A s it reached the full force 
of its fury, a dhow was sighted ahead, flying 
signals of distress, and, as it proved, not 
without cause, for, in one o f her dips into the 
hollow o f a sea, she failed to come up again. 
T he A z te c  stood on her original course, which 
chanced to bring her directly over the spot 
where the dhow had foundered— a fact testified 
to by the quantity o f floating debris still eddying 
about. With the single exception of an eastern
looking mariner, lashed to a spar, all the dhow’s 
people had been sucked down in her descent. 
A t great personal risk, the sailor was got aboard, 
though, as it turned out, to little purpose. H e 
was too far gone then to pull through, and ere 
he could be taken below, he drew his last 
breath.

In one o f his pockets a few saturated papers 
sufficed to fix his identity; and K irby dis
covered that the fellow was no other than A li 
Merdan, a name he was familiar with from 
hearsay as belonging to the most daring and 
successful pirate affecting the Persian G u lf and 
Ocean. Besides the papers, he found, sus
pended round his neck, the disc o f silver 
already referred to. T h e cryptograph was 
rudely engraved in three lines across the 
centre o f the medal, and ran as under:—

The Raisin ; flowing-sheet; shurquee ;
The Lion ; one hour; n. w. ; fire-altar; 
io i paces , Blue Stone.

N ot much sense or coherency in those words, 
apparently, yet K irby was satisfied they were 
not the meaningless jum ble they were made to 
appear. So he set his wits to work to try to 
solve the enigma. T h e  only word conveying 
any definite meaning was “ shurquee.” This was 
the denomination o f a periodical wind blowing 
in the Persian G ulf for a space o f three months 
from the south-east.

After puzzling a long time over the “ Raisin,” 
he finally decided it signified the island of 
Kishmis, which, being interpreted, means raisin. 
“ Flowing sheet” and “ shurqee” evidently claimed 
affinity. These three words gave him a start. 
Approach the island o f Kishmis, during the 
shurquee, with flowing sh eet— /.<?., from the 
south-east. T h e  “ Lion,”  he concluded, was in
animate, probably some point o f rock or cliff 
bearing a strong resemblance to the king of 
beasts. Next there was “ one hour.” Out in those 
parts o f the globe, he knew, they had a method 
of computing distance by time— an hour being 
something between three and four miles. Very 
well. Starting from the Lion, proceed three 
or four miles in a north-easterly  direction, when 
the fir e -a lta r  will com e in sight. These fire- 
altars, so far as his knowledge o f them went, 
were simply rectangular columns of stone, and 
generally isolated. T h e  io i  paces represented 
the radius o f a  circle, with the fire-altar for its 
centre. A t some point on the circumference 
of that circle, the “ B lue Stone” would fall. The 
essence o f the cryptograph centred in the “ Blue 
Stone,” for he was morally certain it marked 
the site o f the dead pirate’s treasure, y  
course, he determined to have a search for it.
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Uy t k  strength of his faith in the thing, he 
easily convinced others of its probability, and 
prevailed on two o f his old school-fellows, 
Tom Hillary and Matthew Storm, to accom pany 
him on his next voyage E a s t ; to participate in 
the hunt, and share in the spoils— if any.

At Gombroon, the A zte c  was placed in the 
hands o f  the agents there, and K irby was, for 
the time being, his own master. Chartering 
a small sloop, called the P a s h e h , and suitably 
fitting her out, they set sail. It was then the 
season of the shurquee, and no difficulty was 
experienced in making the south-east o f Kishm is 
with a “ flowing sheet.”  T h ey skirted along the 
coast-line little more than a league, when, their 
luck being auspicious, the “ L io n ” (couchant) was 
seen to rise out of the surf in the form o f a great 
hummock of rock, jutting into the sea from the 
cliff-foot.

An exultant cheer broke from the throats o f 
the three adventurers as the sight burst simul
taneously on their v is io n ; and, with feverish 
impatience, the little P a sh e h  was headed for the 
landmark.

There was neither town nor hamlet to be 
seen: the country appeared to be deserted—  
a circumstance affording them  unmitigated 
satisfaction, inasmuch as they would be able 
to carry out their operations unseen and un
molested.

Entering a miniature bay, they sprang ashore 
and moored the sloop. T h ey  had brought with 
them a small tilt-cart in sections, and this they 
at once proceeded to put together. Then, 
throwing in spades and mattocks and a few 
other articles, they took their bearings from the 
Lion Rock, and got under weigh. T h ey  had not 
advanced more than a mile on their way when 
their early impressions regarding the deserted
ness of the country underwent a c h a n g e ; and 
they began to suspect that the little business 
they wished to transact would not prove quite 
such plain sailing as first appearances had led 
them to expect.

“ What the deuce are those conical things 
dodging about behind those rocks and hillocks, 
George?” asked Hillary, alluding to certain 
mysterious little tufts which kept momentarily 
revealing themselves on their flanks and in 
advance.

“ Conical things, T o m ? ” replied K irby, witli 
an annoyed look, coming to a halt with the 
ort. “ Why, turbans.”

“ Tur bans ! ”  echoed Hillary, stamping with 
vexation. “  Then we’re watched, confound it ? ”

“ Yes, T o m ; worse luck. I ’m afraid the 
Imaum of Muskat, or one o f his satellites, 
has got wind o f our intention to visit the island, 
and, wishing to know the reason, has preceded

us with a few trusty spies. These Arabs are 
subtle beggars, and scent jiggery-pokery out of 
sight. Still, I guess we’re not going to be 
beaten by a set o f almond-coloured Orientals. 
W hat’s to be done ? Our plans must be recon
structed, that’s certain. T o  openly prosecute 
the affair now that we are watched is not to be 
thought o f  for a moment. ’Tw ould merely be 
digging up the treasure (if there) for the benefit 
o f the greedy Imaum. W e must devise some
scheme to bamboozle the swabs.............. Now,
H illa ry ? ” '

Hillary stroked his nose a bit. “  Couldn’t we 
have come for geological specimens, or som e
thing o’ that sort ? ” he suggested, presently. 
“ There are a couple of small hammers in the 
cart. Y ou  and Storm get ’em out and begin 
to smite the rocks and quartz, and I ’ll bring 
up the rear with the waggon. H ow  does that 
strike y o u ? ”

“  It ’s as feasible as anything we can do under 
the circumstances, T o m ,” rejoined Kirby, re
flectively. “  It all depends whether we can tire 
out their patience. L et’s hope the beggars are 
acquainted with the mineral - hunting genus. 
Either way, it’s that or n oth in g! ”

N o genuine devotee of the science hammered 
and chipped and prodded with greater ostensi
ble enthusiasm than did K irby and his fellow- 
humbug. A t the same time they bent their 
apparently careless course always north-west; 
and ere long a solitary column o f granite or 
marble reared its lonely head above the sur
rounding plain —  a sight which nearly threw 
them off their decorous deportment. Here, 
indubitably, was the fire altar, the goal of their 
pilgrimage ! the vicinage o f A li Merdan’s trea
sure— if it had existence 1

H ow eager they weie to ascertain straight 
away whether such were the case or n o t; and 
how those wretched turbans hanging on their 
flank inexorably forbade such a course ! A s no 
amount o f geologising seemed to cause the 
spies’ vigilance to relax, the disgusted trio had, 
perforce, to retrace their steps to the P asheh.

T h e next day’s doings proved another failure ; 
the Arabs sticking to them like leeches. Hillary, 
who could ill brook delay or opposition, grew 
desperate, and proposed ignoring “  the skunks ”  
altogether, go through with the thing overtly, 
and risk the consequences. But Kirby shook 
his head, very decidedly.”

“  W e must combat cunning and suspicion,”  
he replied, “ with bluff. Our geologising ruse  
has failed in its object, I admit, but I have an 
idea that we shall succeed in getting to wind
ward of the land rats before long. Listen to me, 
my friends, and tell me what you think of this,” 
and here, fearing, perchsfnce, lest the ubiquitous

v
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spies should overhear and 
understand, he whispered for 
a few seconds in his com 
panions’ ears. Grins o f in
tense gratification spread over 
the erstwhile gloomy coun
tenances o f Messrs. Hillary &
Storm, and the skipper was 
the recipient of a couple of 
hearty slaps on the back.
With inward chuckles o f en
joyment, they set forth for 
the fire-altar for the third 
time.

T h e  turbaned gentlemen 
were becoming somewhat 
bored o f watching the three 
idiots trailing the inevitable 
tilt-cart after them. They 
considered they must have 
gathered plenty o f clippings 
to ballast the sloop. Still, 
they’d had their orders to 
watch the Britishers and 
dare not disobey them.

On this day, however, the 
monotony of the usual order 
o f things was s u d d e n ly  
c h a n g e d . T h e trio had 
come within a few score 
yards o f the fire-altar, gather
ing mineral specimens with 
redoubled ardour, when one 
was observed to stagger, 
clutch at his heart, and 
sprawl l i f e le s s ly  on th e  
ground. W ith every token 
of solicitude and alarm, his 
friends ran to his assistance.
Bringing him beneath the 
shade o f the little cart, they 
propped up his head with 
hastily-improvised p illo w s , 
and, after a short confab, 
one raced back to the sloop.
Three-quarters of an hour 
later he returned, carrying 
a neat mahogany case, which 
the Arabs rightly conjectured to be a small 
medicine chest. T h e box was opened, and 
several bottles and phials taken o u t ; and from 
three or four of these, a carefully-measured 
draught was mixed and administered to the sick 
man. After this his companions watched him 
in intense anxiety. T h e  spies watched also, 
curious to note the outcome o f the geologist’s 
struggle with death, although not much con
cerned as to the result. A  couple of hours 
dragged away, and, judging from the ominous

whisperings and dismal looks of the “ doctors, 
it was pretty evident that matters were going but 
badly with the patient. A s time went on, these 
indications became more and more portentous, 
and finally culminated in the laying of a white 
sheet or cloth over the recumbent figure on the 
grass. A  sure sign, this, even to the Arabs- 
T h ey  bore up well, however, and waited "ito 
considerable interest for the next act.

It soon followed. . . ,
As soon as the acute poignancy of their gne
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jnd emotion had subsided sufficiently to allow 
f their carrying out the last solemn rites re

quired of them by their departed comrade, the two 
dived beneath the tilt o f the cart, and brought 
forth the implements necessary to execute their 
mournful task. In little more than an hour the

would set, so that if they intended finishing 
their labours in daylight, they’d have to work 
with expedition. _ _ _

Where would they inter their friend? the 
Arabs wondered. A h ! those Westerners were 
rather p e c u lia r  in their notions regarding burial. 
A p p aren tly, they were not in the habit of 
selecting a spot haphazard in their country. 
They seemed to have ideas of exactitude com 
bined w it h  all due cere
mony. I t  w a s  r e a l l y  
amusing to watch them.
To begin with, it appeared 
essential that the grave 
should be near a conspicu
ous object, and not that 
only, but at a specific dis- 
unce from it. One o f the 
grave-diggers went up to 
the fire-altar holding the 
end of a cord in his hand, 
while his c o m p a n io n , 
running out with the other 
end till the line became 
tight, began slowly to walk 
round the column, after 
the manner o f a mill-horse, 
solemnly cleaving the air 
with his free arm, and mut 
tering volubly the while.
Howbeit, his eyes were 
turned persistently earth
wards.

Having circumambulated 
the altar once, he, on the 
second journey, dug his 
heel deeply into the turf 
close to a bluish-coloured 
stone, and went on again.
This mummery concluded, 
they set to wrork with pick 
and shovel, excavating the 
soil round the blue stone.

By th is  t i m e  t h e  s p ie s  
tad seen  e n o u g h ,  a n d  
rapidly s lu n k  a w a y , l e a v i n g  
the W e s te r n e r s  t o  b u r y  
their d e a d  in  p e a c e .

Tor so melancholy an 
office, the grave-diggers 
'.  *rby and Hillary, to 
B,t) seemed in particularly

smothered laughs and chuckles often causing 
them to choke and catch their breath in a 
manner necessitating a temporary cessation o f 
their labours.

“  Think they’ve any suspicion o f the genuine
ness of the business, G e o rg e ?” asked Hillary, 
in a low voice.

“  Quite sure they haven’t,” was the response. 
“  In fact, I don’t suppose one o f the swabs is 
concerning himself about us by this ” (darkness 
had now settled on the scene). “  T h e y ’ll be 
extra keen in the morning, though.”

“  L et ’em ” replied Hillary.
“ W e shall have to light the dark lantern, 

T om ,” continued K irb v “ W e can’t work in

>ood s p i r i t s ;  th e ir
IT 8 PRECIOUS STOKES OR X FRAUD, OEORDT, MY I.AD, CRIED HILLARY, 

PANTING WITH EXCITEMENT.

I
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this darkness.” The lantern was trimmed and 
lit, and the work resumed.

“  We’re getting down now, old man,” said 
Hillary, anon. “  Phew ! but I ’m feeling horri
bly excited, George, d’ye know. What if there 
should be nothing after all, eh ? ”

“  I shall be just as disappointed as yourself, 
Tom, if that’s any consolation. A  few seconds 
more will settle the question one way or the 
other, that’s one comfort.”

“  Great thunderbolts, Geordy ! ” suddenly 
ejaculated the other, “ my pick-point was dead
ened and stopped against something that stroke, 
sure as you’re born. Turn the lantern this way. 
We’re getting warm, as the children say at home. 
Go it, man; shovel out the dirt! Faster, faster! 
I  can’t stand this much longer, by Jove! There 
it is again. You heard that yourself? Iron, 
iron, iron! there’s no mistaking the sound, even 
when embedded in the earth. Ah ! there we 
are. Look ! there’s the top of it— a small 
casket. Dear old A l i ! Five minutes more, 
and we’ll have it up. Just loosen the soil all 
round it, and it’ll come like a pannikin out of a 
bung-hole.” Come it did —  a strong iron box, 
less than a foot long, and some 7 ms. or 8ins. 
wide, by 4 ms. or 5 ms. deep.

“  It’s precious stones or a fraud, Geordy, my 
lad,” cried Hillary, panting with exertion and 
excitement. “  I ’m feeling thoroughly sick with

hope and doubt and impatience. Still, I reci. 
it wouldn’t be prudent to attempt opening0", 
until we get aboard the Pasheh and well 
at sea.” out

Hastily filling in the “ grave,” and beating the 
earth flat, they shoved the casket and digojn„ 
implements into the cart, whereupon the corM 
rose to its feet and crawled under the tilt after 
box and tools!

When daylight returned, the spies were once 
more on the prowl. But the sloop had just 
hoisted sail, and was beginning to effect an 
offing. This, however, did not surprise them 
having regard to what had happened the pre
vious afternoon; but when they counted three 
men aboard her, their faces suddenly lengthened. 
Bitterly chagrined, they knew intuitively that 
they had been “  done ” somehow, and not for 
nothing. Running wildly up and down the 
beach, they uttered piercing cries of rage and 
vexation; but beyond politely acknowledging 
these little attentions with grave inclinations of 
the head, Kirby &  Company declined tn come 
back.

As to their find, it proved a big one. Ali 
Merdan’s treasure consisted of precious stones, 
both polished and uncut, and realised so splen
did a figure on disposal that each man was 
placed in comfortable affluence for the rest of 
his days.

= = = = ■  »

MORE SCHOOL FOOTBALL RESULTS.
Season 1899-1900. F in a l  L ist.

RUGBY.

SCHOOL.
Matches Points

F^r
PointaAgainst

Played Won Lost Drawn

Giggleswlck ................................. 11 9 1 1 9 9
Leamington .........................  ... 7 3 4 0 ? 9
Sedbergh ......................................... 8 2 4 2 ?
W ellington......................................... 9 3 6 0 70 108

ASSO C IA T IO N .

SCHOOL.
Matches Goalfi

For

— —
Goals

Against
Played Won Lost Drawn

Ackworth .................................
Birmingham (King Edward's

. . . 23 12 8 3 74 68

?
40

S c h o o l) ............................... . a— 18 9 8 1 ?
Charterhouse ......................... 22 13 7 2 G.I
Ipswich .........  .................. »•»* 15 12 1 2 8(> 41 

15 
?
42 
28

Malvern ................................. 8 6 2 0 21
Pockllngton ......................... 7 3 2 2 9
Rossall ................................. 14 5 6 3 47
Sexey’s School, Bruton .......... 14 8 4 2 49



SOME VEXED QUESTIONS
B y C . B. F r y .

HERE are several points which are con
tinually turning up and causing disputes. 
l)o runs made by an overthrow count to 

the batsman, or as extras, or what ? I cannot 
understand why there should be any doubt about 
it. They count to the batsman, exactly as if they 
came from a hit out o f the ground. Suppose 
you play a ball towards cover-point and run one, 
and cover, with the idea of running you out 
{which he won’t, if you have not hesitated or 
danced first one way and then the other), has a 
tremendous fling at the wicket, and the ball 
misses it and goes to the boundary— you score 
jive runs. The other day at Lord’s, when the 
net round the ground was in use, Mr. S. H. 
Wood, of Derbyshire, played a ball past point; 
the ball just reached the boundary net, counting 
two, meanwhile the batsmen had run two, 
making four : the fieldsman who went after the 
ball thought he could run Mr. Wood out, so 
he shied at the wicket with all his m ight; the 
ball this time went to long-leg, reached the net, 
counting two again; meanwhile, the batsman 
had managed to run four more, making ten 
in all. So Mr. Wood

SCORED TEN FOR HIS STROKE.

You remember that when the M .C.C. tried the 
experiment of having a net round the ground, 
there were no boundaries, the ball being in 
play as long as it did not go over the net, but if 
it hit the net the batsman got a bonus of two 
runs. Once, in an inter-college match, I hit 
a ball bowled by Mr. F. A. Phillips, now of 
Somersetshire (or rather just at present of the 
Somersetshire Yeomanry at the C ape); it went 
to long-leg, across two other grounds, and we 
ran eight; then there was an overthrow into a 
hedge which counted four, so I got twelve. 
That was the first ball I had— Phillips clean 
boiled me wjth jjjs next bau— this was the 
fastest bit of scoring I have ever done. One 
ball, twelve runs.

if a batsman, whilst running between the 
nickets, happens to hit the wicket with his bat, 
oan he be o u t; if so, how ? The answer is : No, 
oo-how. You are not out unless you knock the 
bails off actually in the action of playing the 

.o* 'n which case, whether you break the 
ticket with your bat, foot, shirt, hat, or any 
T&rt of yourself) you are out hit wicket. Having 
otlce finished your stroke,

YOU ARE AT LIBERTY TO KNOCK DOWN 
YOUR OWN WICKET

or the wicket the other end without incurring 
any penalty. There have been some funny inci
dents connected with hit wicket. Once, at the 
Oval, a batsman— Mr. Jephson, I think— had his 
bat broken in half by a fast b a ll; part of the bat 
was knocked into the wicket; the batsman was 
given out hit wicket. The case caused much 
discussion; but I consider the umpire was 
right. I f  the batsman had let the whole of his 
bat fly out of his hand into the wicket in making 
the stroke he would have been o u t; so, if he 
let half his bat go it would count the same. Of 
course, it was very hard luck. Here is a dif
ferent case: Suppose in playing back you step 
within an inch or so of your wicket, finish your 
stroke without disturbing the wicket, but in 
starting to run your foot slips back and breaks 
the wicket, you are not out— at least the umpire 
would be wrong to give you out. This thing 
has happened to me twice : Once at Brighton, 
playing for Oxford against Sussex, I stepped 
back and hit one o f old Humphrey’s lobs hard 
to leg ; the ground was wet and slippery and in 
starting to run my foot slid back and just 
knocked off the leg-bail. Curiously enough, the 
square-leg umpire was ducking his head to 
avoid the ball, and the bowler’s umpire was 
watching to see whether the ball would reach 
the boundary. Consequently, neither could 
give a decision at all.

BUT I WAS NOT OUT.

At Lord’s, in the Gentlemen v. Players match, the 
other day, I did the same thing, but my foot 
was closer to the wicket, and I broke the wicket 
in turning, immediately after hitting; so the 
umpire thought I had broken the wicket in 
making the stroke, and gave me ou t In the 
very next match I played, against Surrey, I had 
made about x 8 0 , when, in playing a slow bowler, 
I stepped against the leg-stump, pressed it back 
about 3 ins., but did not remove the b a il!

If a bowler takes a wicket with the seventh 
ball of an over, has the batting side the right to 
appeal ? This is rather a tough *un. Of 
course the question is put badly. Anyone may 
appeal whensoever and on whatever point he 
likes ; but what is meant is, would the umpire 
be right in giving the man “  not out ” ? There 
is no rule bearing directly on the point One 
rule says the over is to consist of six b a lls;
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another, that the umpires are sole judges of 
fair and unfair play. If the batsman, being 
bowled by the seventh ball, appeals to tha 
umpire, there is nothing to prevent the umpire 
giving him “  not out,” if, on consulting the 
scorers, he finds he has made a mistake, for 
there is no direct rule bearing on the point; 
and even if there was, the umpire is perfectly 
at liberty to give the man “ not out,” for he is the

S O L E  JU D G E  or F A IR  A N D  U N F A IR  P L A Y ,

and also can alter his decision if he likes. On 
the other hand, the umpire need not consult the 
scorer. H e would not give a seventh ball in the 
over except by mistake, and he would be quite 
within his rights to stick to his opinion that 
only six had been bowled. I f  the umpire gives 
twelve balls, fancying they are only six, six they 
are in law. But there is a further point : the 
batsman must have known before the seventh 
ball was bowled that the umpire should have 
called over after the previous ball ; then is the 
time to draw the umpire’s attention to the 
error. If I were the umpire who gave seven 
balls by mistake, of which the seventh got a 
wicket, I should give the man “ out.” I should 
do this as a matter of equity, because suppose 
the batsman had scored four off the seventh 
ball, he would have said nothing about it. 
Even then, however, the case is a little askew, 
because the fielding side might appeal against 
the runs being scored. The umpire could, of 
course, annul the runs. But I hold that the 
appeal, if made, should be made before the 
seventh ball is delivered or not at all ; and if 
the case occurred to me as umpire, I should 
stick to the seventh ball being included in the 
over.

T H E R E  IS  NO R U L E  TO  P R E V E N T  A N  U M P IR E  

C O U N T IN G  FO U R  A N D  T H R E E  A S  SIX .

May the umpire call “ over” whilst the 
bowler is delivering the seventh ball? Yes, 
certainly. This might occur easily enough, for 
it might dawn on the umpire that he had made 
an error, and he could nullify it as long as he 
had not called “  over,” or, I fancy, according to 
the rule, even after calling “  over.”

Here is another problem case that I saw 
occur. The batsman played back to a bumping 
ball in such a manner that the ball fell from 
his bat inside his crease, and was going first- 
bounce into his w icket; but with a very quick 
twist of the wrist he cut the ball clear of the 
stumps, straight into short-slip’s hands— the 
thing occurred in a twinkling. The fieldsmen 
sat down glad, for the man had made 1 6 0 , 
but the man prepared to bat again. Then with

a laugh the bowler appealed, but to his chagria 
the umpire said “  not out.”

The umpire was right— the ball had hit the 
ground. There was a great discussion after
wards. Some thought the man should have 
been given “ o u t”

BECAUSE HE WAS DEFENDING HIS WICKET,

but this is wrong. T he batsman would not 
have been allowed to take any runs for the 
second stroke, suppose it had gone to the 
boundary, so clearly ho could not be caught 
off it ; since the ball had already hit the 
ground, it was just as if it had gone first 
bounce to a fielder. The only way the batsman 
could have been fairly “  out ” would have been 
if, on hitting the ball the second time, he had 
started to run : for he is allowed to hit the ball 
twice only with one idea, v iz .: the defence of 
his wicket, and if he tries to run for his second 
stroke, he is clearly doing more than merely 
defending his wicket.

Rather a funny case was mentioned to me 
lately. A  batsman hit a ball for three;on 
finishing the third run, he found the ball had 
been thrown in along the ground to the bowler’s 
wicket, where he, of course, was then located; 
in sheer joy and lightheartedness he hit the 
ball away to the out-field. H e was given out 
It was contended that this was an incorrect 
decision on the ground that, though he hit the 
ball twice, he did not attempt to run after the 
second stroke. Not so ; the umpire was right. 
The rule stands thus : “ The striker is out if the 
ball be struck or be stopped by any part of his 
Derson and

HE WILFULLY STRIKE IT AGAIN,

except it be done for the purpose of guarding his 
wicket.”  Now, the batsman clearly could not be 
guarding his wicket when he had got to the 
bowler’s end, so he was out right enough; unless 
the umpire regarded his hitting the ball as an 
involuntary action.

In another match the bowler sent downaball 
which hit the batsman on the leg, and claimed 
for l.-b.-w. This claim was disallowed. As the 
ball lay on the ground the batsman purposely 
hit it out of his crease with the b a t; he did not 
attempt a run; but he was given out. The 
batsman disputed the decision on the ground 
that he did not run. Now, this case was clearly 
one for the umpire’s discretion. If the bats
man was not guarding his wicket, he was out. 
But the probability is that the umpire, under 
the circumstances, could not possibly be sure 
that the batsman was not afraid the ball rmg 
roll into his w icket; I  do not consider t e
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umpire was right to have given him out. It is 
worth noticing, that there is nothing said in the 
Laws of Cricket about “ attempting to run.” 
The point is, is the second stroke made to 
guard the wicket or not ? Now, if the batsman 
j'ries to run, he clearly is doing more than 
guarding his wicket. But, if he does not 
attempt to run, how on earth can the umpire be 
sure the second stroke is not made under the 
impression, however absurdly mistaken, that the 
ball might run on to the wicket ? Hence the 
attempt to run is in practice taken as the 
criterion of the batsman’s intentions.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
G. D- Dixie. Glad to  hear you like T he C aptain 

and intend to patronise us. Just recom m end the 
pnbli^tion to your friends, o f all sorts and ages. A  
cricket bat should be oiled tw o or  three tim es a week 
in summer and once a m onth in winter. B u t bats 
differ: some need m ore oil than others. I f  you  
examine the wood you can detect at once w hether it 
ia dry or not. A  bat o f 21bs. 4ozs. should suit you  
admirably. T h e one you m ention is excellent. N o,
I do not think sm oking is liable to  m ake you lose 
weight. Sm oking when too young is very bad for the 
heart; but at your age, unless indulged in to  excess,
I do not think it need hurt you. A . R. Henry.—I 
do not think there is a M iddlesex County C lub which 
can be joined by mem bers w ho do not play for the 
county. Lord’s ground and pavilion belong to the 
M.C.C., and Middlesex on ly uses it by arrangem ent. 
Toil had better write to the secretary o f the M iddle
sex Club and find out whether there are any non 
playing members. Gillingham.— Y our case is dealt 
with above. T he um pire was quite w rong. E- G. 
Davies —Your measurements are all right. Y ou  aro 
a growing person ; I  see no reason w hy you  should 
not reach fift .; your careful life  is m uch in your 
iavour. Be careful you do not do too m uch  o f the 
artificial exercises; they are excellent if  w ell regulated. 
Out-door athletics beat all others. W hat d o  I  think 
of the Welsh race ?  W ell, I do not know m uch  about 
it. Some W elshm en are extrem ely fine players o f 
Rugby football, and seem very hard and tough. T h e 
W  fly-fisherman I ever m et was a TJ/elshman of the 
6ame name as yourself—a tremendous recom m enda
tion in my eyes, the fly-fishing skill. T hen, again, I 
aave beard W elsh choirs sing very beautifu lly. 
That’s all I know. Ralf M ifbO U rne.— T h e book 
you mean is called “  T h e B ook  o f Cricket ” ; you can 
Sft it from any bookseller; it is published b y  Geo. 
bewnes—tlie price is 12s. Gd„ I  think. I  cannot give 
you hints on cricket in a letter. Yon should study 
the back numbers o f T he C aptain ; they teem  w ith  
huits on the game. T here is a book on athletics in 
the 11 All E ngland’ ’ series, by H . H. Griffin, which ia

g o o d ; price  Is. T h en  there is the Badm inton 
volum e on A thletics,’ ’ which is better, but m uch 
m ore expensive. T h ere are some articles on athletics 
in back num bers o f this magazine. S p r in t e r .  —  
C ycling  in m oderation ought not to do any harm  
to  your pace. B ut you  should not do m uch riding 
w ithin a w eek or tw o of your race As to your time 
for  100yds., you  m ust rem em ber that the quality o f 
the ground or track upon which you run makes a 
great difference—say 11 2-5ths secs, and under at 
your age on  a grass track. K. C. Broody.— Thanks 
for  your congratulations on the excellence of T he 
C aptain. W e get a deal o f news o f that sort, though 
I says it that shouldn’ t. Your developm ent seems to 
m e fin e ; no lack o f sym m etry either. Y ou  m ust 
w rite to  “  Cheiro,’ ’ or  som e swell o f  that sort, about 
the character expressed b y  yonr handw riting; I am 
no judge of such matters. B y  the way, you  should 
not write your little t ’ s with a loop, nor your little 
d ’s. Y our writing is upright alm ost to the extent o f 
bending back w ards; that should bo a good sign . 
George Pritchard. —  The bow ling m achine you  
m ention is still to be got, I believe ; I have seen it 
advertised in a catalogue lately, but cannot rem em ber 
w hich. W rite  to any  big  m aker o f  cricket goods. 
T here is the ordinary catapult, w hich  can be made to 
do good service if  used w ith  ingenuity. T hen  there 
is a mo3t com plicated machine, w hich  is splendid but 
expensive. H ave you ever tried a ball sw inging on a 
string ? T h is  is very simple, and can be m ade with a 
piece o f  w hipcord and an old b a ll: string it up to 
anything about Cft. h igh, so that the ball when hit 
swings backwards and forwards about 1ft. from  the 
ground. I  taught m yself a lot w ith this article. 
H. D. B. H-—Bowlers, especially slow ones, Fometimes 
lose their pace from  the pitch. L ack  o f practice 
w ould explain it, as your muscles lose their elasticity. 
I f  you are at all tired or overworked, nothing is m ore 
likely to happen. T here is no reason why you should 
not recover your sting. George Green.— Take 
tw o or three ten-m ile walks a week : begin, however, 
w ith  shorter grinds o f  five miles or so, and gradually 
increase the distance. D o  not diet yourself. Have a 
good rub dow n if you com e back hot. Periwinkle. 
— G lad to have given you  satisfaction. B y  all means 
let us hear about your m atch. Sailor.— (1) I  do not 
know  o f a book  to suit you, but see above. (2) As 
you  do not m ention you r age I  cannot say w hether 
you are short for  it. Oh ! yes you d o : no, you are all 
right. No, you are not heavy either. (3) Y our 
w riting m ight be im proved. (4) Swim m ing. “ A ll 
E n g la n d ”  series, price Is. F. F. Peek-— I do not 
know the d is tr ic t ; bu t you can easily find out when 
you  get there. Is the Crystal Palace far aw ay? 
T here is a splendid club  there. J. A. Rose. — 
T im e excellent. You should do well. Consult back 
num bers. Young Fry.—You will do. Douglas S. 
— M edicine, inside o r  out, no g o o d ; take plenty o f 
exercise and don ’ t trouble yourself about the calves. 
S- N. Veiteh.— F rom  W isden ’ s ; B oynton ’s patent. 
Sam e place, fo r  gloves, or  any other good maker. 
Hampden.— It counts us two wides. M. S. Smith.—  
Y ou  were out.

Tol. iif.—57
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Being our French 

Contributor’s Experiences 

of Yachting.

th e  E d ito r , I make my 
sejour in your country in 
order that I may enregister 
my observances o f  you r 
manners, of your character, 
of your pleasures, of your 

recreations. It is thus that I observe your 
cricket match— the game of barbarians; your 
feetball— the recreation of demons. But, I say 
to m yself: “ These English, they are not as the 
others; it must not to judge them at the earth ; 
it must to see them upon the water.” To be 
a French, it is to be just. It is necessary to use 
even a sea-hog with justice. But what to do ? 
The observation shall be difficult Ah, bah ! 
Ahvays a good French find himself assisted by 
the Providence.

A  blow at the door. A  letter ? For me ? 
Thousand thanks ! It is the ecriture of my 
friend. Ah ! Ah ! A  la bonne heure ! H e 
has then a yacht! It is the season of the 
vacancies ; is it that I will voyage with him ? 
Mon ami— I assure you that yes. T he yacht, 
he say, is at a water-place— Brighton ? No. 
Torquay?— No. Cowes? Again, no— n’importe 
— a water-place. All goes well. I shall make 
my observances ; I shall join myself with him. 
W e voyage together on the railway road. I am 
full of some anticipations. I shall be sailor—  
me 1 I ask my friend : “  Your yach t; what is

it that she is?— of how many masts?” “ Of 
two,” he say. “  Ah 1 she is perhaps a goelette, 
how do you say ?— schooner ! ” “  No,” he say,
“  she is not as that.” “ A  brick?” “ Ha! Ha!" 
he laugh. “ By Jove ! yes, she is that; but not 
as you m ean; she is a yawl.” “ How then! 
She cannot perhaps be a brick and a yawl—all 
the two ? ” “  Oh, yes, she can, m’sieu; but, no
matter, she is a yawl.” “ A h ! and grand?” 
“  No, m’sieu ; quite sm all; about twelve tons." 
“  And the screw ?— Howr many ?” “ The screw! 
She is not at vapour ; she has no screw.” 11 No 
screw 1 Who then shall do the works, put the 
sail, clean the deck ? ” “  Oh ! crav, you mean.
I have only one man, ‘ B o b ’ ; but there shall be 
also a friend, Captain Rowden, who will come 
with us.” “ A h ! a captain of the marine, 
perhaps.” “  Marine ! Oh, yes ! he is a marine, 
right enough.” “ That goes well; the navigation 
shall be safe, is it n o t? ” “ Not ii it depends 
on Jack Rowden,” he reply ; “ but you wi 
see when we arrive.” “  Is it that one can pass 
the night in the yach t?” “ Yes,'1 he say, 
“ three can just sleep on board.” “ 0 ° ”oar . 
but, my faith ! I have no envy to sleep 0 
board; a board is too hard, I prefer a wattresi, 
m e !” H e laugh again in saying, “ That w| 
be all right ” ; but, ma fo i! to sleep on a boar , 
it is not all right— pas du to u t! j

Behold us at our destination. At the rai r
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dock is the Captain Rowden— he is height, 
straight; not as an officer of the marine— he 
resemble a soldier; he has a long moustache; 
he has a glass of the eye : he address me as 
“mussoo” ; he laugh always. We march on the 
promenade ; the sea is bright, the sun shines, 
ihe breeze blows, the yachts march at sails, the 
people are many, they are gai ; it is delectable. 
We reach the q u ai: at some steps a sailor in a 
little boat, on his breast the word Popinjay, 
what a droll of a nam e! it is the name of my 
friend’s yacht. “ Jump in, m’sieu,” he say; 
“ here we a re !” “ But how? we cannot, 
perhaps, go in this so feeble batiment ?” “  Oh ! 
she will carry us, m’sieu, jump in.” I do not 
jump; not at all; I enter with a precaution 
tout a fait remarqueable ; the others also ; very 
scarcely we swim. “  Bob,” for it is him, rows 
with the oars— the water enters— M. le Capitaine 
laugh in saying, “  Makee plenty too muchee 
l’eau, hey mussoo! ” He imagine that he speak 
the French. I bow with reserve. I do not 
comprend this officer of the marine, he is, per
haps, mocker. Enfin, the yacht. We grimp on 
the deck— it s very clean, very pretty, but my 
faith ! it is small. We descend to the chamber 
(the cabane); one cannot stand erect ; at each 
side a little couch. “  Is it,” I demand, “ that 
one sleeps here ? ” “  Yes, m’sieu, on these
couches.” “  But my faith! there are not but 
two of them !” “ No, but one shall sleep on 
the floor, it must to rufifitabitte.” “  H o w ! 
ruffitabitte! I know not this word.” “ No 
matter, m’sieu, you will know it better presently.” 
Upon the field Bob with our baggages. We lose 
no time ; the squifif is attached by behind ; Bob 
and my friend pull some ropes in making noises 
very singular, the sails rise, the yacht detach it
self from the buoy, she march at sails. Enfin je 
suis marin, moi. My friend teach me the names, 
the aft, the forehead,* the boobyatch (“ le 
atch de idiot, hey mussoo,” the Capitaine 
Rowden say in explication), but I doubt myself 
of it; always he laugh— he is mocker, I am sure 
of it. My friend direct the yacht, she incline 
berself perfectly gently; the sea is even ; it is 
tout a tnit charmant. Bob smoke his pipe in 
front, we others sit on the side. All at a blow 
toy friend give an order at high voice, and push 
the barre more strongly; the yacht turn herself, 

tremble a moment, then she tumble on the 
other side. I also. Almost I am in the water, 
fhe Capitaine Rowden laugh in saying, “  Better 
sit on the weather side, mussoo, le cotd de 
father, hey! ” “ I know not a so strange idiom 
'jt French; the weather; which, by example, is 
too side of the weather ? ” “  Here, mussoo,

where I am.” “ But, my faith! the weather is 
the same on both sides, is it n o t?” “ Never 
mind, m u sso o ,h e  reply, “ sit here, weather or 
no ! ” and he put himself to clatter in laughing.
I do not comprend, but I am sure he is mocker.

By-bye the lunch. G o o d ! the sea makes 
hungry. Bob is magician. From the profound
ness of the boobyatch he produce the pat£, the 
chicken, the sandvich of ham, the champagne, 
the Bordeaux, the eau de vie— in a word, a feast. 
All the world eats, talks, laughs, drinks. “  A 
votre santd, m’sieu ! ” “  Vive la camaraderie ! ”
“  Mussoo ! I looks towards you ! Je vois a vous, 
h e y ! ” this from M. le Capitaine; always he is 
mocker. “ Mes amis, again a little glass, vive 
la Popinjay! ” We shake hands with effusion. 
“  Heep, heep, hourrah ! ” We are some brothers. 
I propose to embrace them, but the yacht is not 
tranquil, my foot slip, I fall down the little stair, a 
glass in my hand; it breaks itself. Ah, the good 
wine ! What damage! I am not hurt; I  climb 
again the stair in looking behind of us. But, 
ma fo i! what is this ? What change ! the sky is 
black, the wind appear to irritate itself, there is 
a gross swell, the waves are more large, the rain 
menaces us to fall. My friend regard the sky ; 
he shake the head; he descend to the cabane. 
One moment and he mount again in saying, 
“  By Jove ! the glass has fallen.” H e has seen 
it then, the poor glass. I reply, “  Mon ami, j ’en 
suis tres fach£! I have fell, and with me the 
glass; it is, alas, breaked.”

“ The glass ! ” he say. “  What glass ? I speak 
of the barometer, it has fallen heavily.” “ Ah ! 
what damage! It is not, I hope, that it is 
breaked also.” “ No, no, m’sieu, not the 
barometer, the mercury.” “  Oh ! then it shall 
make the bad weather, n’est p as?” “ Yes, 
m’sieu, I fear s o ; I think we must run 
to the nearest port.” “  Eh bien ! for me 
it imports not, I have not fear, me ; but 
as you will.” Bob and my friend reduce 
the sails, the rain descends, the Capitaine 
Rowden, though of the marine, retire en bas. 
I remain on the deck; it becomes dark; the 
wrind hurles, the waves roll, the yacht also— ■ 
we approach the coast. The sea precipitate 
herself over the cheeks of the yach t; she roll 
and plunge as mad; she will, perhaps, give upon 
the rocks, but my friend hold the barre and 
direct her with an assurance tout k fait admir
able. Enfin we enter a little bay, the water is 
more smooth ; we advance with precaution. 
Bob throws the anchor, we abase the sails—  
behold us in safety. But we are humid atid 
fatigued, it must to rest— “ tur nin ” as the 
english say. We descend to the cabane. M.

Monsieur must surely mean forward—"  forrard."
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Rowden occupy a co u ch ; he say he is malade, 
this capitaine o f the marine, but I doubt myself 
of it. M y friend offer me the other couch ; he 
will couch himself on the floor, but I say “ No, 
always the yacht roll, I shall tumble from the 
couch, it is me who will repose on the floor, 
‘ on board ’ as you say.” H e give me a rug, a

AG AIS A S  AVALANCHE OF FL E SH  F A L L  UPON ME.
I  CANNOT R E SP IR E .

blanket, some cushions—  eaters, is it not ? No, 
pillows ! I have my surtout— it must to “ rufAt- 
abitte.” I couch myself, he also. I am fatigued 
but I cannot sleep, always the yacht roll— with 
her, me also. The capitaine snort as a sea-hog, 
he also roll. I am un peu malade. I have the 
ill at the head, the yacht will not be tranquil. 
Enfin I sleep...................... What is it that it

is ? A  great blow on the breast! a great beast 
lance himself upon me! it grip nie with its 
talons. I struggle with i t ; it is large and
h eavy; it is, perhaps, a bear. No, it is the 
capitaine of the marine ; he has fell from his 
couch in sleeping. I hold him by the gorge— 
he wakes— he thinks me an ennemy; we roll

over together. le\pliqUe 
the affaire ; he rises, he 
is very cross, he feel on 
the floor for his couver- 
tures. Enfrn he take my 
surtout and my blanket, 
and return in gronding 
to his couch. I arrange 
myself with the rest I 
have still a rug and a 
pillow. The yacht roil . 
more than never. I per
ceive myself more worse, 
but again I sleep— no, 
not sleep —  dose, is it 
n o t?  I have some 
d r e a m s  —  horrible. 
Again an avalanche of 
flesh fall upon me. I 
am buried under it — I 
cannot respire. I shall 
stuff myself. I make 
some efforts altogether 
frantiques. I disgage 
myself— it is iny friend 
— he too is angry; he 
s a y l have all his clothes; 
he search in the ob
scurity, he take my pil
low and my rug, and 
climb into his couch in 
gronding. Me, I have 
nothing. But I am a 
very great deal much 
more malade than never.
I climb on the deck, the 
sun is rising— it must to 
go to the land— it is all 
near, vite ! vite! or it 
shall be too late. I call 
to my friend ; I say, <!1 
am m alade, malade, 
vite, mon ann, vite; pet* 
mit me to go to the 

hop lard! /  hast the 
. My friend come on 

high. H e suffers not at all. Ho regard 
in silence. Then he cry, “ Bob, here, "ake 
up ! C*et the boat alongside, and put ( 
crutches in her. M’sieu is ill.” I sa)’' j 
yes, I am very ill, but I am not as that.” u,,
I thought you wanted to go ashore, rn5ieU'

I AM Bt'IUF-D OSMH —

land ! ” 
vial de

Trop iard! 
tner . . .
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“ Tluit I*? just, but I am not boiteux, what you 
call cripple, that I should want the crutches ” 
“ Cripple! Who said you were cripple? but 
you can't row without crutches.” “ How? row? 
in France we do not row with crutches, we row 
with oars. I do not think it possible to row 
with crutches ! ” “ I don’t think it possible to 
tow without them, m’sieu, but never mind, here 
is bob with the boat; tumble in— he will row 
you to land.” In truth, I tumble in— almost I 
tumble in the w ater; but to me it is equal. I 
lie in the boat, au fond ; we reach the little quai 
of wood ; the brave Bob assist me with his great 
arm. It is four hours and a half— we stagger 
along the quai— it is a solitude— we cross the 
road. See ! a field of long grass. I can advance 
no more far. I cast myself in the long grass—  
for a space of time the ground wave up and 
down, but at last she rest tranquil— I also. 1 
sleep like a dead.

» * * ♦  «

A piece of ice in my e a r! it is the nose o f a dog

of shepherd ; he lick my face. I  raise m yself; 
the sun is on h igh ; I regard the sea— the 
Popinjay rolling her sides in the w ater; I 
regard the land— a little town all near— without 
doubt, also, a hotel. I have hunger— Mon 
Dieu ! how I have hunger ! I empresse myself, 
but I am enough feeble. My feet are of lead, 
the road is wrhite and powdrous, but at last 
I enter the town. Ah ! quel bonheur ! the 
hotel ! It must to eat. Vite, vite, gar^on, le 
dejeuner !

• * * * *

My friend find me on a couch with a cigarette. 
I am happy. “  Come along, m’sieu ; it makes 
good weather again ; we sail at once.” “  But, 
no ! S ’cre nom d’un bom b! for me no more ! 
Enough of yach t! I have the good breakfast. 
I prefer to guard it. The train parts in a half- 
hour— me also. I wish you good voyage ; but 
me, I am not marsouin— sea-hog. Au revoir, 
mon ami. Adieu ! Adieu ! ”

V ive la  F rance .

CRICKET A LA RUSSE.T h e r e  Is  a  quaint foot-note on the immortal 
match between All Muggleton and Dingley Dell, 
in Yredenski’s Russian version of Pickwick 
(illustrated with Phiz’s original drawings). The 
following is an exact translation of the pains
taking commentator’s explanation :—

“ The very complicated game of cricket requires 
some elucidation for Russian readers. It is played 
with twô  parties, of which each consists of eleven 
men. First of all two so-called ‘ wickets,’ or 
fences are knocked into the ground at a distance 
of twenty paces one from the other. Each wicket 
consists of three vertically-planted sticks, on which 
13 set another stick of smaller size. The parties 
cast lots, and then from one of the sides there go 
forth with cudgels two players, who stand beside 
the wickets. Each of them is bound to defend 
his own fence. With that object, each one 
measures the length of his cudgel from the wicket, 
and at that distance digs out a little pit, where he 
kjants the thick end of his dub. From the other 
side there proceed two so-called ‘ haulers’ (sic 
• lr. Vv. pronounces this to rhyme with ‘growlers’), 
ĥo inns’, endeavour to hit these fences with their 
, The other players of the second party, 

Rationed for observation of the course of the 
?a|ne, arc obliged to calculate and return the ball 
a tbe ban!era, if it flies too far away. WThen the 
cst bauier hurls the ball at the opposite wicket, 

Jr®[e m;iy happen three characteristic events. 
. itber the bauier hits the wicket, or he does not 

tt, and at the same time his blow will not be 
' ^le c*efender of the w icket; or, lastly, 

n thrown ball springs far away through the 
avilT.0* l' ie cudgel. bi the first place, the 

sward defender of the wicket altogether retires

from the play, and in his place there comes a 
second player from the same party; in the second, 
the ball is taken up by the other bauier and 
thrown at the opposite w icket; in the third case, 
the haulers” (Vv. means fielder), “ stationed for 
observation, run after the ball, pick it up and 
throw it to one of the fences. Meanwhile, in this 
last case, the defenders of the fences run across a 
few times from one wicket to the other, taking 
care at the same time not to disregard the 
hostile attack. The number of cross-runs made 
by them is noted down by special markers, and 
on them alone is based the victory of either side. 
As soon as one of the fences is knocked down, its 
defender must immediately leave the play, 
and his place is taken by one of the same 
same party of ‘ cricketists ’ (sic). When, in this 
way, all the members of one party have been 
obliged, one after the other, to leave the game, the 
turn arrives to the players of the opposite side. 
The victory eventually is decided by the number 
of cross-runs made by the ‘ cricketists’ of both 
parties. It must be remarked that cricket is the 
national and most popular game of the English. 
In many towns special clubs are established for it, 
and it very often happens that one town there 
competes with another, choosing from its midst 
the best cricketists, and ranging them against the 
champions of the other little place. It is the 
custom also for wagers of huge sums to be laid on 
both sides.”

Such, without addition or omission, is the literal 
rendering of our learned Russian’s somewhat 
verbose, but not too complete, digression on the 
peculiarities of the “ very complicated ” game.

A rthur A. Sykes ,
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W r it t e n  a n d

I l l u s t r a t e d

4* A' d*

PE R H A P S  t h e  m o s t  n o t e 
w o r t h y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
o f  c o u n t y  c r i c k e t  is  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  s u r p a s s e s  i n  
c h e a p n e s s  a n y  o t h e r  m e t h o d  
o f  p r o v i d i n g  r e l a x a t i o n  y e t  
d e v is e d .  E v e n  t h e  f o o t b a l l  
e n t h u s i a s t  w h o  p u r c h a s e s  
h e a l t h y  e x c i t e m e n t  a t  l o w  r a t e s  h a s  t o  p a y  f o r  
h i s  a m u s e m e n t  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  4 d .  a n  h o u r ,  
w h i l s t  t h e  f r e q u e n t e r  o f  L o r d ’s , E d g -  
b a s t o n ,  T r e n t  B r i d g e ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o u n t y  
c r i c k e t  g r o u n d s ,  c a n  e n jo y  s ix  h o u r s  o r  
m o r e  o f  s p o r t  a t  a n  o u t l a y  i n  m a n y  
c a s e s  o f  le s s  t h a n  i d .  a n  h o u r .

T a k i n g  o n e  y e a r  w i t h  a n o t h e r ,  t h e  
E n g l i s h  p u b l i c ,  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a  s e a s o n ,  
c o l l e c t i v e l y  e n j o y  7 3 0  y e a r s  o f  a m u s e m e n t  
( t h i s  is  p r e m i s i n g  t h a t  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  
w h o  a t t e n d s  o n l y  w a t c h e s  t h e  p l a y  d u r i n g  
t h r e e  h o u r s )  a t  a  c o s t  s o  s m a l l  t h a t  i f  
w e  w e r e  t o  t a k e  t h e  - s u m  i n  s o v e r e ig n s  
a n d  p i l e d  t h e m  u p  i n  7 7  c o l u m n s ,  w h i c h  
c o u l d  b e  c o n v e n i e n t l y  a r r a n g e d  o n  o n e  
p a g e  o f  t h i s  m a g a z in e ,  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  
c o lu m n s  w o u l d  b e  b u t  J in .  o v e r  4 f t .  i n  
h e i g h t : w h e n  w e  d i v i d e  t h i s  q u a n t i t y  o f  
t h e  p r e c i o u s  m e t a l  o v e r  f i f t e e n  f i r s t - c la s s  
c o u n t ie s  i t  i s  a t  o n c e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  
e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  e a c h  c l u b  u p o n  t h e  f i g h t  
f o r  t h e  c o u n t y  c h a m p i o n s h i p  is  u t t e r l y  
i n c o m m e n s u r a t e  w i t h  t h e  e n o r m o u s  
a m o u n t  o f  p l e a s u r e  t h e  n a t i o n  a t  la r g e  
d e r i v e s  f r o m  t h a t  t o u r n a m e n t  o f  c r i c k e t  
g i a n t s .  A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  a l t h o u g h  
t h e  a v e r a g e  s u m  s p e n t  b y  e a c h  c o u n t y  
c l u b  is  a b o u t  ^ 4 , 0 0 0  p e r  a n n u m ,  t h e  
a c t u a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  v a r ie s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  e t c . ,  o f  t h e  c l u b  b e t w e e n  
t w o  s o l i d  g o l d  r e g u la t i o n - s i z e d  s t u m p s ,  
plu s  o n e  d i t t o  d i t t o  b a i l  ( ^ 2 , 0 0 0 ) ,  a n d  
t h r e e  f u l l - s i z e d  h a l l - m a r k e d  ( s e e  F i g .  1 )  
c r i c k e t  b a t s ,  e a c h  w o r t h  m o r e  t h a n  
^ 3 , 0 0 0 ,  a n d  e a c h  w e ig h i n g  o v e r  5  s lb s . ,  
w h i c h  w o u l d  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  m a k e  t h e

* p ► i« t..

B y H arold  M actarlane.

d* d* *4 >’*

i m p l e m e n t  w ie ld e d ,  w h e n  he 
is  a t  t h e  w ic k e t ,  b y  C a rp e n te r, 
t h e  E s s e x  p r o fe s s io n a l ,  w ho 
is  n o t o r i o u s  f o r  h is  heavy 
b a t s ,  a p p e a r  b u t  a  feather 
w e ig h t .

n o .  1. A l t h o u g h  t h e  s u m  spent
o n  c o u n t y  c r i c k e t  b y  the 

p u b l i c  is  r e a l l y  s o  s m a l l  t h a t ,  i f  t a k e n  in  six
p e n c e s  ( s e e  F i g .  2 ) ,  t h e  c o in s  w o u ld  scarcely, 

i f  t o u c h i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  f o r m  a  r ib b o n  
j o i n i n g  t h e  L a n c a s h i r e  C o u n t y  G roun d  
a t  O l d  T r a f f o r d ,  w i t h  t h e  H e a d in g ly  
G r o u n d ,  L e e d s ,  t h e  s a id  r i b b o n  being 
b u t  3 4 ^  m i l e s  l o n g ; s t i l l ,  w h e n  w e  d iv ide  
h a l f  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  b y  t h e  n u m b e r  of 
w i c k e t s  f a l l i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  s e a s o n , and 
t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  b y  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  runs 
s c o r e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  1 0 2  d a y s ’ play, 
i t  is  s o m e w h a t  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  f i n d  th a t the 
c o s t  p e r  w i c k e t  w o r k s  o u t  a t  jQ 6 10s. i j d . ;  
w h i l s t  e a c h  r u n  s c o r e d  m e a n s  a n  expen
d i t u r e  o f  4 s .  1 o ^ d .  I n  o u r  t h i r d  d iag ram , 
w e  s e e  h o w  t h e  c o s t  p e r  w i c k e t  a n d  per 
r u n  f l u c t u a t e s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  several 
c o u n t i e s ;  t h u s ,  w h e n  L o c k w o o d  perfo rm s 
t h e  “ h a t  t r i c k , ”  t h e  f e a t  is  rep re se n te d  
b y  a n  e x p e n d i t u r e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  Surrey 
o f  c lo s e  u p o n  ^ 3 9  ; b u t  w h e n  Rhodes 
t a k e s  a  w i c k e t ,  t h e  Y o r k s h i r e  o u tla y  is 
b u t  9 s .  g d . ;  m o r e o v e r ,  H a m p s h ire  
c a p t u r e s  w i c k e t s  a t  3 s . r o d .  each, 
a n d  M i d d l e s e x ,  p e r  T r o t t  a n d  H eam e, 
g a r n e r s  i n  a  r i c h  h a r v e s t  a t  ^ 4  a  w ic k e t 
R u n s ,  i t  w i l l  b e  n o t e d ,  a r e  c o m p a ra t iv e ly  
c h e a p  ;  w h e n  A b e l ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  steers 
o n e  o f  B r a d l e y ’ s  “  e x p re s s e s  ”  th roug  
t h e  s l i p s  t o  t h e  b o u n d a r y ,  t h e  fe a t repre
s e n t s  a n  o u t l a y  o f  b u t  j £ i  16 s . 6d . on 
t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  S u r r e y  e x e c u t iv e .  J- *• 
B r o w n ’ s  “  f i f t i e s  ”  Y o r k s h i r e  f in d s  cheap 
a t  ^ 1 2  2 s . 8 d .  a p ie c e ,  w h i l s t ^  than _s 
t o  M a j o r  P o o r e  a n d  C a p t a in  tV y n y a r > 
H a m p s h i r e  s c o r e s  s ix e s  w i t h  im p u n ')  

n o . 2. a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  jQ  1 p e r  h i t .

3 0
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A l t h o u g h j i f  t a k e n  i n  s o v e r e ig n s ,  t h e  ^ 7 2 , 5 0 0  
w h ic h  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  i n c o m e  o f  o u r  f i f t e e n  f i r s t -  
class c o u n t y  c l u b s  f r o m  a l l  s o u r c e s ,  
w o u ld  h u t  f o r m  a  g o l d e n  r i b b o n  
s tre tc h in g  i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e ,  e i t h e r  
fro m  th e  c e n t r e  o f  K e n n i n g t o n  O v a l  
to th e  E l e p h a n t  a n d  C a s t l e  S t a t i o n ,  
or to  V i n c e n t  S q u a r e  ( t h e  c r i c k e t  
g ro u n d  o f  W e s t m i n s t e r  S c h o o l ) ,  o r  
fro m  th e  m a i n  e n t r a n c e  t o  L o r d ' s  
to  P a d d in g t o n  ( G . W . R . )  S t a t i o n ,  o r  
fro m  T r a f a l g a r  S q u a r e  t o  L u d g a t e  
C ircus , i t  w o u l d ,  i f  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  
h u m b le  p e n c e ,  g i v e  u s  a  m u c h  
fin e r r u n  f o r  o u r  m o n e y .  A s  a  
m a tte r o f  f a c t ,  t h e  C r i c k e t  P e n n y  
(see F ig .  4 )  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  t o  
fo rm  a  r i b b o n  o f  b r o n z e ,  e x t e n d i n g  
fro m  K e n n i n g t o n  O v a l  t o  t h e  c o u n t y  
g ro u n d  a t  T a u n t o n ;  f r o m  t h e n c e  
to  th e  T r e n t  B r i d g e  G r o u n d  a t  
N o t t in g h a m ,  a n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  o n  t o  t h e  
O ld  T r a f f o r d  G r o u n d  a t  M a n 
chester— a  t o t a l  d i s t a n c e  o f  3 4 3  
m iles.

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  l a s t  s e a s o n  t h e  
L a n c a s h ire  e x e c u t i v e  s p e n t  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  
.£ 9 ,3 4 4 , a n d  a t t r a c t e d  2 0 6 , 7 4 2  p a y i n g  s p e c t a t o r s  
to  t h e i r  g r o u n d .  W e  s h o u l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  e x p e c t  
th a t in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  t o u r n a m e n t  t o  d e c i d e  
the c o u n t y  c h a m p i o n s h i p ,  t h a t  s o m e  1 , 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  
w ou ld  p a y  t h e i r  s ix p e n c e s  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  s a m e ,  
and th e  t o t a l  r e c e i p t s  f r o m  t h e  g a t e  w o u l d  a p p e a r  
to  v e r i f y  t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n .  I f  w e  f u r t h e r  a d d
3 0 0 .0 0 0  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  t o  t h e  t o t a l  
o f s p e c ta t o r s ,  w e  a r r i v e  a t  a n  a g g r e g a t e  o f
1 .6 0 0 .0 0 0  v i s i t o r s  t o  o u r  
p r in c ip a l c r i c k e t  g r o u n d s ; 
and t h is  n u m b e r ,  i f  m a r 
sha lled  f o u r  a b r e a s t  w i t h  o n e  
yard o f  s p a c e  b e t w e e n  e a c h  
ra n k  w o u ld  e x t e n d  f r o m  t h e  
M a n s io n  H o u s e  a l o n g  t h e  
G rea t N o r t h  R o a d  a l m o s t  
to  N o r t h a l l e r t o n — a  d i s t a n c e  
° f  2 2 7 }  m i le s ,  a n d  w o u l d  
c o m p r is e  a  m o s t  n o t a b l e  a n d  
e n th u s ia s t ic  a r m y .

T h is  t o t a l  o f  s p e c t a t o r s ,  i f  
spread o v e r  t h e  1 5 0  m a t c h e s  
tha t la s t y e a r  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  
to u rn a m e n t  f o r t h e  c h a m p i o n 
ship, w o u ld  g i v e  a n  a v e r a g e  
o f a b o u t  1 0 , 7 0 0  o n lo o k e r s  
t0  e a ch  m a t c h ,  w h i c h  m a n y  
c o u n tie s  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  t h a n  
sa tis fied  w i t h ,  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  
act t h a t  t h e y  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  h a v e  s m a l l e r  

S a tes ; i n  t h e  H a n t s  v. Y o r k s h i r e  m a t c h  a t

S o u t h a m p t o n ,  l a s t  y e a r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  r e c e ip t s ,  
r e p r e s e n t i t i g  2 , 3 8 0  s p e c t a t o r s ,  a m o u n t e d  t o

(didst - iPtm-wnomrE/i?
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TH I3 DIAGRAM  SHOWS TH E COST P E R , W ICK ET OF TH E SEVE RAL 
COUNTIES.

^ 5 9  9 s .  8 d . ,  w h i l s t  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  w a s  
p £ 6 o  1 8 s .  9 d . ,  o r  a  s m a l l  lo s s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  
s u b s t a n t i a l  g a in  t h a t  m i g h t  c o n f i d e n t l y  b e  
e x p e c t e d  f r o m  s u c h  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  f i x t u r e .  T h e  
a v e r a g e  r e c e i p t s  p e r  m a t c h ,  f r o m  a l l  s o u r c e s ,  
a m o u n t  t o  a b o u t  £ ( 4 8 0 ;  t h e  g a t e  a n d  s t a n d  
r e c e i p t s  f r o m  t h e  Y o r k s h i r e  v. S u r r e y  m a t c h  
a t  L e e d s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o t a l l e d  a b o u t  ^ 8 3 7 .

I f  w e  d i v i d e d  t h e  s p e c t a t o r s  i n t o  a s  m a n y  
c o m p a n ie s  a s  t h e r e  w e r e  d a y s  o f  c o u n t y  c r i c k e t  

la s t  y e a r ,  w e  s h o u l d  f i n d  t h a t  
e a c h  c o m p a n y  ( i n  a  m i l i t a r y  
s e n s e  t h e  “  c o m p a n y  ”  w o u l d  
c o m p r i s e  a  “  d i v i s i o n  ”  a n d  a  
h a l f )  w o u l d  c o n t a i n  1 5 , 6 8 5  
m e m b e r s ,  e a c h  o f  w h o m  
w o u l d  b e  e n t e r t a i n e d  f o r  s ix  
h o u r s ,  i f  h e  o r  s h e  d e s i r e d  
t o  s p e n d  t h a t  t i m e  w a t c h i n g  
t h e  v a r i o u s  m a t c h e s ,  a t  a n  
o u t l a y  o f  £ 5 8 0  ;  w h i c h  s u m ,  
i f  t a k e n  i n  s o v e r e ig n s ,  a n d  
t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  
m e l t e d  d o w n ,  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  
s u f f i c i e n t  m e t a l  t o  m a k e  a  
s o l i d  g o l d  c r i c k e t  b a l l  o f  
r e g u l a t i o n  s iz e ,  p lu s  a  c o l u m n  
o f  s o v e r e ig n s  5 1 n s . h i g h .

T h e  c r e d i t  s id e  o f  t h e  
b a la n c e  s h e e t  o f  o u r  c o u n t i e s  
c o m p r i s e s  m a n y  i t e m s ,  b u t  o n e  

o f  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  is  t h a t  a p p e a r i n g  a s  
“  R e c e ip t s  f r o m  C a r d  B u s in e s s . ”  T h a t  t h e

F IG . THE CR ICK ET PE N N Y IS SU FFIC IEN TLY 
LA R G E  TO FORM A RIBBON  OF BRONZE EXTEN D 

IN G  FROM RENNINGTON OVAL TO TAUNTON.



T H E  C A P T A I N .5 0 4

p r o f i t  o n  t h e  i n d i s p e n s a 
b l e  c r i c k e t  c a r d ,  w h i c h  is  
r e t a i l e d  a t  o n e  p e n n y ,  i s  
c o n s id e r a b le ,  is  o b v i o u s ;  
b u t  i t  is  n o t  g e n e r a l l y  
k n o w n  t h a t ,  t a k i n g  t h e  
a v e r a g e  o f  t h e  w h o le  s e a 
s o n ,  t h e  a c t u a l  c o s t  o f  
t h e  c a r d  is  b u t  o n e - t h i r d  
o f  a  p e n n y .  I n  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  a  s e a s o n  t h e  
r e c e i p t s  f r o m  t h e  “ C a r d  
B u s in e s s ”  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
c o u n t r y  a m o u n t  t o  a b o u t  
^ 2 , 4 0 0 ,  a n d  t h e  5 7 6 , 0 0 0  
c a r d s ,  w h i c h  t h i s  s u m  
r e p r e s e n t s ,  w o u l d ,  i f  
p l a c e d  e n d  t o  e n d ,  e x t e n d  
p r a c t i c a l l y  ( s e e  F ig .  5 )  f r o m  
B i r m i n g h a m  t o  B r i s t o l ,  a  d i s  
t a n c e  o f  7 5  m i le s .
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F IG . 5 .— SHOWS TH E SEASON’ S D ECE IPTS FROM TH E  "  C A M  
BUSINESS ”  THROUGHOUT TH E COUNTRY AMOUNTS TO ABOUT 

A'2.4(J0, AND RE PR ESE N TS 576JW1 CARDS.

FIG . C.— THIS D IAGRAM  R E PR ESE N TS TH E  CHEQUE F O R  TH E TOTAL SUM PAID BY JOHN 
B U L L  ESQ., FOR TH E  SEASON'S EN TE RTAIN M E N T.

O u r  s i x t h  d i a g r a m ,  w h i c h  r e p re s e n ts  the 
c h e q u e  f o r  t h e  t o t a l  s u m  p a i d  b y  J o h n  B u ll 
f o r  h i s  s e a s o n ’s  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  is  d iv id e d  
i n t o  t h r e e  u n e q u a l  p a r t s ,  b u t  i n  p ro p o r t io n  
t o  t h e  s u m s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  s u b s c r ip t io n s ,  
g a t e  a n d  s t a n d  r e c e i p t s ,  a n d  a l l  o the r 
s o u r c e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I t  w i l l  b e  ob se rve d  
t h a t  t h e  s e c o n d  i t e m  m e n t i o n e d  is  b y  far 

t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t ;  i n d e e d ,  t h e  g a te  and 
s t a n d  r e c e ip t s ,  b r o a d l y  s p e a k in g ,  re p re s e n t 
e l e v e n - e ig h t e e n t h s  o f  t h e  t o t a l ; t h e  s u m  pa id  
b y  r e f r e s h m e n t  c a t e r e r s ,  t h e  c a r d  business, 
a n d  o t h e r  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  i t e m s ,  r a th e r  less 
t h a n  t h r e e  t h i r t y - s i x t h s  ;  a n d  t h e  s u b s c r ip 
t i o n s  r a t h e r  m o r e  t h a n  e le v e n  th ir ty - s ix th s .

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a  s e a s o n  o v e r  2,000 
p a p e r s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  K in g d o m  d a ily  
c h r o n i c l e ,  a t  v a r y i n g  l e n g t h s ,  t h e  c u rre n t 
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  c h a m p io n s h ip .  I f  
w e  s a y  t h a t  e a c l i  o f  t h e  2 , 0 0 0  p a p e rs  gives 
t w o  c o l u m n s  p e r  d a y  t o  t h i s  s u b je c t ,  w h ic h  
m u s t  b e  w e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  m a r k ,  a t  th e  e n d  o f  
s e v e n t e e n  w e e k s  t h e r e  w i l l  h a v e  b e e n  p r in te d  
i n  o u r  d a i l y  p r e s s  a  c o l u m n  o n  c o u n t y  c r ic k e t 
n o t  le s s  t h a n  1 4 0  m i l e s  lo n g ,  a n d  e q u a l to  
t h e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  L o n d o n  a n d  S hrew s
b u r y ,  L o n d o n  a n d  S h e f f i e l d ,  o r  L o n d o n  and 
G r e a t  G r i m s b y — n o  w o n d e r  t h a t  fo re ig n e rs  
a r e  im p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  w e  place 
u p o n  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c r i c k e t  c h a m p io n s h ip -  
a n  i m p o r t a n c e ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  s p o r t in g  m- 
s t i n c t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  p u b l i c ,  q u i t e  in c o m 
m e n s u r a t e  w i t h  t h e  s u m  w e  e x p e n d  upon  
t h e  s a m e .

T h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  d e s ir e s  to lake  
t h e  p r e s e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  acknowledging 
t h e  k i n d n e s s  o f  t h e  L a n c a s h i r e ,  Y o rk s h ire , 
H a m p s h i r e ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o u n t y  secretaries, 
w h o  c o u r t e o u s l y  s u p p l i e d  h i m  w i t h  t 
r e p o r t s ,  b a la n c e  s h e e t s ,  e t c . ,  u p o n  w h ic  
t h e  a r t i c l e  i s  b a s e d .



a d v ic e  t h a t  P o l o n iu s  gives t o  his 
s o n  i n  H a m U t :  “ N e i t h e r  a  b o r r o w e r  

g, n o r  a  l e n d e r  b e , ”  is  a  c o u n s e l  o f  p e r 
f e c t i o n .

I t  ha s  b e e n  s a id  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  w a y  o f  l o s i n g  
one’s f r ie n d s  is  t o  l e n d  t h e m  m o n e y .  T h e r e  is  
some a m o u n t  o f  t r u t h  i n  t h i s .  A  c e r t a i n  s h y 
ness a n d  r e s e r v e  v e r y  o f t e n  s p r i n g  u p  b e t w e e n  
borrow er a n d  l e n d e r .  T h e  b o r r o w e r  f e e ls  a  
little  h u m i l i a t e d  a t  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  H e  h a s  b e e n  
a s u p p lia n t,  h a s  r e c e i v e d  a  f a v o u r ,  a n d  is  u n d e r  
an o b l ig a t io n .  T h e  l e n d e r ,  o n  h i s  s id e ,  is  c o n 
scious o f  t h e  s a m e  a w k w a r d n e s s .  I n  h i s  v e r y  
effort t o  r e l ie v e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  f r o m  e m b a r r a s s 
ment h e  m a y  s e e m ,  t o  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  b o r r o w e r ,  t o  
bo ta k in g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n .

N ow , t h e  o n e  a n d  o n l y  w a y  o f  a v o i d i n g  t h i s  is  
for th e m  t o  b e  c o n s t a n t l y  t o g e t h e r .  I f  y o u  h a v e  
borrow ed m o n e y  f r o m  a  m a n ,  g o  a n d  s e e  h i m  
K  o ften  as y o u  p o s s ib l y  c a n .  B e  q u i t e  s t r a i g h t  
with h im .  T r e a t  h i m  j u s t  t h e  s a m e  a s  y o u  d i d  
before. O f  c o u r s e ,  t h i s  o n l y  a p p l ie s  t o  p e o p le  o f  
fine fe e lin g s  a n d  d e l i c a t e  i n s t i n c t s .  T h e  r o u g h e r  
mortals fe e l  n o  s u c h  e m b a r r a s s m e n t s  i n  t h e  
s itua tion. A l m o s t  e v e r y o n e  w h o  r e a d s  t h i s  w i l l  
probably n u m b e r  a m o n g  h i s  a c q u a in t a n c e  a t  

o n e  s p e c im e n  o f  t h e  h a r d e n e d  b o r r o w e r .  
He b e g in s  a t  s c h o o l  b y  b o r r o w i n g  “  b o b s  ”  a n d  

h a lf-d o lla rs  ”  f r o m  l i i s  s c h o o l - f e l l o w s ,  w h i c h  h e  
w a y s  c o n v e n ie n t l y  f o r g e t s  t o  r e p a y ,  a n d  h e  
continues t h r o u g h  l i f e  d o i n g  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  o n  
1 b fg e r  s c a le .  H e  i s  d i s t i n c t l y  a  m a n  t o  b e
avoided.
, T h e n  t h e r e  is  t h e  h a p p y - g o - l u c k y  m a n  w h o  
B s u p re m e ly  c a r e le s s  a b o u t  m o n e y  m a t t e r s ,  a n d  
[jost o t h e r  m a t t e r s  a s  w e l l .  H e  is  d e f i c i e n t  i n
the sense o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  meum  a n d

iuum . H e  b o r r o w s  e v e r y  d a y  o f  h i s  l i f e  s o m e  
t h i n g  o r  o t h e r ,  a n d  g e n u i n e l y  f o r g e t s  a l l  a b o u t  i t .

T h e r e  a r e  t i m e s  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  m  >st b o y s  a n d  
y o u n g  m e n  w h e n  t h e  b o r r o w i n g  o f  a  l i t t l e  m o n e y  
f o r  a  f e w  w e e k s  o r  m o n t h s  m a y  s a v e  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  u n p le a s a n t n e s s .  T h e  o v e r - s c r u p u l o u s  
s o m e t im e s  p r e f e r  t o  e n d u r e  t h e  u n p le a s a n t n e s s ,  
b u t  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  w h o  a r e  n o t  s t o ic s ,  a n d  w h o  
s e e  n o  r e a s o n  f o r  m a k i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  m i s e r a b l e  
a b o u t  a  fe w  p o u n d s ,  w h i c h  t h e y  c a n  c e r t a i n l y  
r e p a y  l a t e r ,  f e d  t h e r e  is  n o  h a r m  i n  g o i n g  t o  
t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  I f  y o u  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  
a n d  a r e  g o in g  t o  a s k  y o u n g  J o n e s  f o r  a  l o a n ,  
j u s t  p a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e s e  h i n t s .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  
b e  q u i t e  c a n d i d  a n d  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d .  D o n ’t  g o  
i n  a n d  a s k  w i t h  a  h a n g  d o g  l o o k ,  a s  i f  y o u  w e r e  
c o m m i t t i n g  a  c r i m e .  ' F e l l  J o n e s  t h a t  y o u  a r e  
h a r d  u p ,  a n d  t h a t  y o u  w a n t  h i n t  t o  l e n d  y o u  
s o  m u c h  u n t i l  a  c e r t a i n  d a t e .  W h e n  t h a t  d a t e  
c o m e s  r o u n d  m a k e  e v e r y  e f f o r t  i n  y o u r  p o w e r  
t o  b e  p u n c t u a l  i n  t h e  r e p a y m e n t .  I f  b y  s o m e  
a c c i d e n t  y o u  c a n n o t  p o s s ib l y  r e p a y  o n  t h e  d a y  
m e n t i o n e d ,  d o n ’ t  a v o i d  J o n e s ,  g o  s t r a i g h t  t o  h i m  
a n d  e x p l a i n  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  f r a n k l y  a n d  o p e n ly .

I f  o n l y  b o r r o w e r s  a d o p t e d  t h e s e  t a c t i c s  a l l  
u n p le a s a n t n e s s  w o u l d  b e  s a v e d .  A s  i t  is ,  w h e n  
a  m a n  b o r r o w s  m o n e y  f r o m  J o n e s ,  h e  s t r a i g h t 
w a y  a v o i d s  h i m  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s ib le .  H e  p u t s  
o n  a n  a i r  o f  m e l a n c h o l y  b e f o r e  h i m ,  is  v e r y  
t o u c h y ,  a n d  i f  p e r c h a n c e  h e  c a n n o t  p a y  a t  t h e  
r i g h t  t i m e  h e  d o e s  n o t  g o  n e a r  J o n e s  a t  a l l .

A  m a n  c a n n o t  b e  t o o  c a r e f u l  o f  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n ; 
a n d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  a r e  l a i d  
a t  s c h o o l  a n d  b u i l t  u p  a t  c o l l e g e .  T h e  p e r f e c t  
g e n t l e m a n  is  a lw a y s  m o s t  p u n c t i l i o u s  a b o u t  
m o n e y ,  a n d  h e  is  t h e  o n e  s a fe  m a n ,  w h e t h e r  a s  
a  b o r r o w e r  o r  l e n d e r .

1
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A  PUBLIC SCHOOL STORY. !
r- S  FRED SWAINSON.;
£l u s t r a t e p  by  -t h  R  W H I T W E L L .  ‘ f .  j

a n d  y o u r  b ic e p s  s e e m  i n  t h e i r  u s u a l  w o r k i n g  
o r d e r . ”

SYNOPSIS.— (CuArTEns I.—XVI.)
The tale is related by Carr, captain of St. Atnory’s School. 

Acton, a fifth-form boy, and a brilliant full-back, is Been by 
Bourne (the “  footer " captain) and Carr to deliberately trip 
one of the opposing team. On thi3 account Bourne refuses
10 Kite him his colours. Thus the feud begins. As the matter 
of the " foul" (for the school’s credit) is kept quiet by those 
sho witnessed it, the school in general supposes that Acton
11 denied his " cap ” on account of the existence of a private 
quarrel between himself and Bourne, who promptly becomes 
exceedingly unpopular. Acton, posing as a martyr, seizes the 
opportunity to win the goodwill of St. Amory’s in every pos
sible way. and as a beginning starts regenerating his house— 
"Biffen's," hitherto the slackest, both in school and out of it. 
At the end of the term a crowd of Amorians give vent to 
their feelings at the railway station by hooting Phi) and 
cheering Acton to the echo. The following term Acton deter
mines to strike at Bourne Benior through the latter's young 
brother Jack. With this end in view he introduces him to a 
low sporting character named "  Raffles of Kotherhithe,” who, 
previously instructed by Acton, leads young Jack Bourne to 
transgress as many school laws as possible, eventually land
ing him very heavily in debt. Thus he is forced to borrow 
money from Acton, who explains to him that it is necessary for 
someone to accompany him to London, with reference to a 
letting transaction after "locking-up.” Jack, in return for 
tbeloan, cannot refuse, though to be found out would mean 
expulsion Tbe journey to London and back is made in 
safety, and Acton lays awake imagining what will bo Bourne 
senior’s race'when ho hears of Jack's escapade, which he 
ooes by me ins of a letter from Raffles, written ostensibly to 
Jsck.bm addressed to him. This leads to a fight, and Bourne 
successful; metes out to Acton the punishment he so richly 
“Ferres.

C H A P T E R  X V I I .
THE REGENERATION OF TODD.

Todd l i t t l  c o m e  b a c k  t o  S t .  A m o r y ’s  i n  a  v e r y  
d iffe re n t Ira m e  o f  m i n d  f r o m  t h a t  i n  w h ic h  h e  h a d  
^ tu rn e d  a f t e r  t h e  P e r r y  f ia s c o .  H i s  t h r e e  w e e k s ’ 
W id a y  h ad b e e n  n o  e n d  e n j o y a b l e ;  a n d  n o w ,  
i^ id e s  a c o in  o r  t w o  i n  h i s  p o c k e t ,  h e  h a d  a  
Cean> e n .-p  n c t e  i n  h i s  p u r s e .  A s  l i e  s t e p p e d  o u t  
° the t r a m  a t  t h e  s t a t i o n ,  t h e  b u r l y  f i g u r e  o f  J i m  
to t to n  u o v e  i n  s i g h t ,  a n d  a u  e l e v e n - i n c h  p a lm  
d ip p e d  < In s  o n  t h e  b a c k .

(i H a l lo  ! o l d  m a n .  H o w  g o e s  i t  ? ”
^ h ! ”  s a id  G u s ,  c o u g h in g ;  “ I ’ m  a l l  r i g h t ,  J im ,

“  T h e y  a r e ,  G u s .  I ’ v e  g o t  a  c a b  o u t  h e r e  ; w e ’ l l  
g o  o n  t o g e t h e r . ”

“  R a t h e r ! I  m u s t  f i n d  s o m e o n e  t o  s e e  t o  t h e  
t r a p s ,  t h o u g h . ”

“  I ’ v e  c o m m a n d e e r e d  y o u n g  G r i m , ”  s a id  J im ,  
“ a n d  h e ’ l l  s e e  t o  t h e m . ”

“  P r o v id e n t  b e g g a r  ! H e r e  y o u  a r e ,  G r i m .  P u t  
m in e  i n t o  T a y l o r ’s c a r t ,  a n d  h e r e ’s  a  s h i l l i n g  f o r  
y o u . ”

G r i m ,  w h o  f e l t  r a t h e r  i n j u r e d  a t  b e in g  la g g e d  
b y  C o t t o n  s o  e a r ly  i n  t h e  t e r m ,  j u s t  a t  t h e  m o m e n t ,  
t o o ,  w h e n  l i e  h a d  c a u g h t  s i g h t  o f  W i l s o n  s t a g g e r i n g  
a lo n g  w i t h  a  h e a v y  h a t - b o x ,  e t c . ,  s e iz e d  J i m ’s  a n d  
G u s ’ e f fe c ts .  T o d d ’s  m o d e s t  douceur, h o w e v e r ,  
t o o k  o f f  t h e  r o u g h  e d g e  o f  h i s  d is p le a s u r e .

A f t e r  te a ,  C o t t o n  a n d  T o d d  s t r o l l e d  a b o u t ,  a n d  
f i n a l l y  c a m e  t o  a n c h o r  b e h in d  t h e  n e ts ,  w h e r e  
s o m e  o f  t h e  S i x t h  w e r e  a l r e a d y  a t  p r a c t i c e .

“  P h i l  B o u r n e ’s  g o o d  f o r  a  h u n d r e d  a t  C o r d ’ s ,”  
s a id  J i m  c r i t i c a l l y ,  w a t c h i n g  T h i l ' s  c le a n ,  c r i s p  
c u t t i n g  w i t h  in t e r e s t .

“  T h e r e ’s A c t o n  o u t ,  t o o , ”
“ R a w , ”  s a id  J i m .  “ B i f f e n ’s  b e a u t y  h a s  n e v e r  

b e e n  t a u g h t  t o  h o ld  h i s  b a t ,  t h a t  is  e v id e n t .  
F o o t e r  is  m o r e  h i s  l i n e ,  I  t a k e  i t . ”

“ A r e  y o u  g o in g  t o  h a v e  a  t r y  f o r  t h e  e le v e n ,  
J i m ,  t h i s  y e a r ? ”

“  I ’ l l  s e e  h o w  t h i n g s  s h a p e .  I f  P h i l  B o u r n e  
g i v e s  m e  t h e  h i n t  t h a t  I  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  I ’ l l  t a k e  
i t ,  o f  c o u r s e . ”

“ W i l l  h e  g i v e  A c t o n  t h e  h i n t ,  t h i n k  y o u ? ”
“  I  s h o u ld n ’ t  s a y  s o ,”  s a id  J i m ,  a s  A c t o n  s  

s t u m p s  w a l t z e d  o u t  o f  t h e  g r o u n d  f o r  t h e  f o u r t h  
t i m e .  “  H e  c a n ’ t  p l a y  s lo w s  f o r  to f f e e . ”

“  R u m  a f f a i r  a b o u t  t h e  f o o t e r  c a p , ”  s a id  G u s .
“  R a t h e r  s o . B u t  I  b e l ie v e  P h i l  B o u r n e  is  a s  

s t r a i g h t  a s  a  d ie .  I ’m  n o t  s o  s u r e  o f  A c t o n ,  
t h o u g h .  I  f a n c y  t h e r e ’s s o m e t h in g  t o  b e  e x p la in e d

a
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about tlie cap. By-the-way, Gus, are you going to 
loaf about this term as usual ? Taylor’s house side 
really does want bigger fellows than it’s got.”

“ No !” said Gus. “ I ’m no good at cricket, nor 
croquet, nor any other game ; nor do I really care 
a song about them. All the same, I ’m not going 
to loaf.”

“ What is the idea ?” said Jim, curiously.
“  I’m going to have a shot for the history medal, 

and I meau to crawl up into the first three in the 
Fifth.” ~ _

“ And you’ll do ’em, Toddy,” said Jim, admir
ingly. “ You’re not quite such an ass as you once 
were.”

“ Well, I’ll work evenly and regularly, and, per 
haps, pull off one or other of them.”

“ I go, you know, at midsummer. Then I ’m to 
cram somewhere for the Army. Taylor’s been 
advising a treble dose of mathematics, and I think 
I’ll oblige him this time.’’

“ Taylor’s not half a bad fellow,” said Gus.
“ Oh, you’re a monomaniac on that subject, 

Gus ! Once you felt ill if you inet Taylor or 
Corker on your pavement."

Jim Cotton was right. Gus was now a vastly 
different fellow from the shiftless, lazy, elusive 
Gus of old ; he worked evenly and steadily on
ward, and, in consequence, his name danced 
delightfully near the top of the weekly form lists 
of the Fifth Form, lie , however, did not sap 
everlastingly, but on half holidays lounged 
luxuriantly on the school benches, watching the 
cricket going on in the bright sunshine, or he 
would take his rod and have an afternoon among 
the perch in the Lodestone, that apology for a 
stream. Fishing was Gus’ ideal of athleticism ; 
the exercise was gentle, and you sometimes had 
half a dozen perch for your trouble. Gns argued 
there was nothing to show for an eight hours’ fag 
at cricket in a broiling sun.

CHAPTER XVIII.
W H Y  B I F F E N ’ S L O S T .

A f t e r  the Lord’3 match there were two burning 
subjects of conversation : Who should be captain 
in my place ? and which house should be the cock 
house at cricket ? Every house captain looked 
with dread upon the house of Corker, great alike 
at cricket and footer, and it was agreed that very 
probably Phil Bourne would once more lead his 
men on to victory. Biffen’s house did not stand 
much chance, for there was no superlative Acton 
at cricket; but it was, indeed, mainly through 
his efforts that Biffen’s was as good as it was. 
You may remember that Acton had taken under 
his patronage those dark-skinned dervishes, Singh

Bam and Runjit Mehtah. They were unques
tionably the best pair of fellows in the school in 
strictly gymnastic work; and when summer came 
they showed that they would, sooner or later do 
something startling with the bat. The Biffenite 
captain, Dick Worcester, did not altogether relish 
their proficiency. “  It’s just my luck to have my 
eleven filled up Avith niggers,” he observed to 
Acton in half-humorous disgust; but Biffenites 
pinned their faith on Worcester, the dervishes 
and Acton, and, to the huge delight of Grim' 
Rogers, Wilson, Thurston, and other enthusiastic 
junior Biffenites, the resurrected house survived 
the first two rounds. The third round they were 
to meet Taylor’s lot, a good house, and the hopes 
of Grim & Co. were tinged with considerable 
doubt.

On the particular afternoon Avhen this important 
match Avas to be played Todd had strolled off 
to the Lodestone stream, laden with all the 
necessary tackle for the slaying of a few innocent 
perch. The year’s final lists of the forms were 
due also in the evening on the various notice 
boards.

Gus had redeemed his promise made at the 
beginning of the term, and had Avorked hard fora 
prominent position on the list, and his attempt to 
capture the history medal had been, he thought, 
fairly satisfactory. He would soon know his 
fate, however, in both directions. Meanwhile, to 
allay his anxiety as to the results he had un
patriotically given the cricket fields a wide berth, 
and thus deprived Taylor’s of the privilege of his 
cheer in the house match. He and Cotton had 
an invitation to dine Avith Taylor that evening, so, 
after telling Jim his programme for the afternoon, 
he had trudged doAvn the lane which Jack Bourne 
kuew so well.

The afternoon Avas hot: the one o’clock sun 
made Gus think that perhaps there was more 
cruelty than usual in luring the fishes out of the 
cool Avaters of the Lodestone; but, nevertheless, 
he philosophically baited his hook, and cast forth. 
The sport was not exciting, and by-and-bye Gu3 
found himself wondering, not Avhy the fish were 
so shy, but whence came the faint, delicate per
fume of cigars, which undoubtedly reached his 
nostrils? The Lodestone Farm was a quarter of a 
mile away, and obviously the scent could not 
travel thus far, and since Gus was alone on the 
banks of the stream, running sluggishly towards 
the moat, the constant whiffs of cigars reaching 
him seemed somewhat mysterious. Gus looked 
again carefully, but could see no one, and >et 
there was undoubtedly someone smoking Terf 
near him. .

“ Well, it is odd,” said Gus, for the ninth tune 
sniffing the “ tainted breeze.” C u rio sity  p iluei
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“ Oh, talking."
“ That isn’t quite a true bill,” said Gus. 

“ Your Flora Fina tie Cabbagios keep the fish 
from biting.”

“ Have one,” said Burnt Lamb, hospitably 
offering Todd a cigar.

“ No thanks. Is this punt-house your usual 
lounge 1 ’’

“ Sometimes,” said Mehtah. “ We can’t do 
without our smoke, and we can’t do it, you 
know, at the school.”

the fisher to trace the mystery. He recon
noitred carefully, and presently fancied he 
could hear the faint murmur of voices.
This proceeded from the boat-house, wherein 
Hill moored the moat punt. “ I’ll just make 
4 reconnaissance in force,” said Gus, putting 
down his rod. Arrived at the punt-house,
Gus peeped in through the slightly open 
door, and discovered no less important per
sonages than Runjit Mehtah and “ Burnt 
Lamb." The two dervishes were lolling luxurt- 
antly on the punt cushions, each smoking a fine 
fat cigar, and the combined efforts of the two 
(&ve quite an Oriental air of magnificence to the 
ramshackle boat-house.

1 Hallo ! ” said Gus. “ What the deuce are you 
doing?'’

The cigars nearly fell from the mouth of each
0 the smokers as Gus appeared on the scene, but
1 n Hie smokers made out Todd’s face through 

1 ehaze. Mehtah said, with much relief: —

“ U U M .O I”  3 M D  GUS, “ W H AT T O E  DEUCE AB E IO U  D O IN G ? ”

“ No, that you jolly well can’t, my dusky 
Othello. But aren’t you two booked for the 
Houser’s this afternoon 1 I  thought you were 
the backbone of Biffen’s.”

“ The match is not for an hour yet,” said Lamb. 
“ Oh, yes,” said Mehtah, “ we’re going to sit on 

your house this afternoon, Todd.”
A t this most interesting point of the conversa

tion the door of the punt-house was violently 
slanuncd to, and Gus was propelled iorward clean 
into the punt and received hurriedly into the
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unexpectant arms of “ Burnt Lamb.” Before any 
of the three could understand what had happened 
there was a hurried fumbling with the staple and 
pin of the punt-house door from the outside, and 
then an equally hurried retreat of footsteps. 
•‘ Well, I’m hanged!” said Gus, after he had 
picked himself up and tried the door. “ We’re 
locked in.”

Young Rogers and Wilson, who had done this 
fell deed, hoped there was no doubt about the 
locking. This couple of ornaments had immedi
ately after dinner snatched their caps and ran 
on past the Lodestone Farm for a particular 
purpose. They had found a yellowhammer’s nest a 
day or so before, containing one solitary egg, and 
their hurried run was for the purpose of seeing if 
there was any increase, and if so— well, the usual 
result. They were anxious to get back to the 
cricket field in time to shout and generally give 
their house a leg-up when the Houser with 
Taylor’s commenced, and their friend Grim had 
strict orders to bag them each seats, front row, 
in the pavilion. They had been busy blowing 
eggs for pretty well twenty minutes, and, as they 
were lazily returning schoolwards, they caught 
sight of Gus watching his float.

“ There’s Gus Todd trying to hook tiddlers,” 
said Rogers.

“ Shy a stone,” suggested Wilson, “ and wake 
em up.”

“ R o t! There’s no cover.”
“ It’s only Todd,” said Wilson. “ What’s the 

odds 1 ”
“ Yes, but not quite the old ass. Better get 

home.”
Keeping well out of sight, the two cronies had 

watched with curiosity Todd’s manoeuvres as he 
tried to run the cigar smokers to earth. When 
Gus entered the punt-house, a bright idea struck 
Wilson.

“ Say, Rogers, remember Toddy locking us in 
the laboratory last term 1 Two hundred Virgil.”

“ A h ! ” said Rogers, catching the meaning of 
Wilson’s remark instanter ; “ if we only could 
cork him up there for the afternoon ! That would 
pay him out for Merishall’s call-over lines.”

“ We’ll chance it,” said Wilson. “ If we can’t 
do it, well, we didn’t know Gussy was in— eh?”

“ Rather! That is the exact fable we’ll serve 
out to Todd, if necessary.”

Breaking cover, the young Biffenites had secured 
the door of the punt-house without any difficulty, 
and then had run for dear life.

“ Goby !*' said Rogers, pulling up when well out 
of sight of the boat-house ; “ we did that rather 
neat, eh ? Hanged if Toddy wasn’t smoking like 
a chimney. Did you twig his weed ? ”

“ Regular stench,” said Wilson. “ Toddy will

5 ! °

have to swim out through the front way, or howl 
for help. The punt is-sure to be locked.”

“ He’ll have to take a header off the punt into 
the moat, and that isn’t crystal, exactly.”

“ Six yards of mud is about the figure," said 
Wilson, almost hysterically.

“ I say, old man, if we’d only been able to 
bottle up Jim Cotton along with his chum! What 
price Biffen’s for the Houser, then ? ”

“ I f "  said Wilson, wistfully. “  Wouldn’t the 
dervishes walk into Taylor’s bowling, if Bully 
wasn’t there to sling them in ? ”

“ Never mind,” said Rogers, hardly daring to 
contemplate the ravishing prospect of Taylor’s 
house without Cotton, “ the dervishes are sure to 
come out strong this afternoon. Let ’em once get 
their eye in, and either of ’em is good enough for 
a hundred.”

The two young Biffenites found the faithful 
Grim holding the fort in the front bench of the 
pavilion against the ardent assaults of some 
Taylorian juniors, who could not see what Grim 
wanted with three seats. The fellows of the two 
houses were rapidly lining up for the match, and 
Dick Worcester had sent to Biffen’s making 
affectionate enquiries for the dervishes. By-and- 
bye, word was brought to Worcester that the two 
were not to be found in the neighbourhood; and 
a further hurried search by anxious Biffenites, 
headed by Rogers and Wilson, had a like result.

“ Isn’t it awful, Griminy ?” said Rogers. “ Where 
can the idiots be ? ” .

Worcester and Acton had a consultation. ‘‘ If 
they don’t turn up in time we’ll make a start 
without ’em.”

“ If we have to go in we may give ’em up. We 
can’t bat substitutes.”

“ No fear !” said Dick. “ Cotton isn’t likely to 
hear of that, and, besides, it’s just like the rotten 
thing you might expect from those niggers.” 

Acton smiled. “  All right, old chap. Put in 
Glim and Rogers in their place. The little 
beggars will be as keen as mustard "

So Grim and Rogers had the honour of repre
senting their house, since the dervishes did not 
turn up. Rogers when he shut the door on Todd, 
did not guess that he had shut up Biffen’s crack 
bats too. That Biffen’s lost the match, and made 
no sort of show against Cotton’s bowling may also, 
perhaps, be attributed to the inadvertent imprison
ment of Mehtah and “ Lamb.” .

The imprisoned trio had not had a very lively 
time that afternoon in the punt-house. The door 
remained obstinately shut, and neither Todd nor 
his two companions relished a swim in the moe 
as the price of freedom. The dervishes twr 
matters very calmly; the desire to play for Br o“ 3 
was not strong enough to counterbalance >
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natural shrinking from a header into the duck
weed ai d a, run home in wet clothes. Singh Ham 
laid a trail try at the door, and then murmured— 
soGusnid— “ Kismet,” and relit his half-smoked 
cjrrai\ Todd, indeed, shouted lustily; but when 
he reali -od that, by contributing to the escape of 
die dervishes, he might contribute to the downfall 
of his ow n house, he stopped himself in the middle 
of an unearthly howl. For three hours Gus 
remained a half-voluntary prisoner ; but, when ho 
judged it safe, he created such a pandemonium 
that young Hill hurried out of the farm stable, 
thinking there must be some weird tragedy taking 
place at the punt-house. He had hurried across 
and let the trio out.

The dervishes got a mixed reception from 
Rilfen's crowd. Worcester was almost eloquent 
in his language, and Acton was calmly indifferent.

“ But I tell you, Worcester, some beast locked 
U3 in the punt-house.”

“ I wish they’d kept you there,” said Dick, un
modified.

Whilst Worcester was swallowing his tea, 
Rogers and Wilson craved audience. Their faces 
were as long as fiddles.

“ Oh, Worcester!” began Rogers, tremulously, 
“we’ve come to tell you that it was we who lost 
Bilfen’s the houser.”

“ Why, Wilson didn't play, and you caught 
Cotton,” said Dick, astonished.

“ But we locked the dervishes in the punt-house _ 
-we thought there was only Todd inside.”

“Oh, you did, you little beggars, did you?” 
said Worcester, considering the doleful and grief- 
stricken Biffenites “ Well, here's a shilling for 
each of vou if you keep it dark. I’m deucedly glad 
the <ler\idles didn’t play. I’d rather lose a dozen 
iiCmsers than feel the niggers were indis|»ensable. 
Now, cu t; and next time you bottle ’em up, see 
they don't get out.”

“ Golly!” said Rogers, as the two left Worces
ter to his tea “ I suppose the sun’s affected 
Worcester's brain.”

Whilst the dervishes were explaining matters to 
Worcester the other prisoner was elbowing his way 
into the crowd around the Fifth Form notice board, 
whereoi were pinned the final lists. Jim Cotton 
wa.s plained squarely before the board, eyeing the 
contents with huge, delight, and when he caught 
sight of the struggling Gus he haled him vigor
ously forward.

“ Hoi. you are, Gus ! By Jove, Toddy, you've 
done it this time, you old Perry fizzler ! ”

Gus eyed the list with delighted eyes.
This i;, what lie saw : “ First— Todd, A. V. R.—  

history medal, and chemistry prize.”
Need L say anything more of either Todd or 

bottou? Todd entered the Sixth when the

summer holidays were over, and Phil Bourne 
writes me often and tells me what a big gun Todd 
is in the schools. Jitn Cotton was entered upon 
the roll call of some celebrated “ crammer” near 
the Crystal Palace. If crammers’ hearts could be 
broken, Jim, I should fay, will accomplish the 
feat. But if ever Janies Cotton does get into the 
Army he will never disgrace his regiment.

S11

CH APTER XIX.
THE END OF THE FEUD.

K n o w i n g  Acton’s pride —  his overwhelming 
pride—I never expected to see him back at St. 
Amory’s. I expected that he would almost have 
moved heaven and earth and got himself taken off 
the school books and gone to complete bis educa
tion somewhere else rather than come back to the 
old place where he had lmd such a signal thrashing. 
But, of course, he knew jolly well that we four had 
our tongues tied, and that the knowledge of liis 
defeat was, so to speak, strictly private property; 
and that is why, I am pretty sure, he turned up 
again. "

He strolled up and down the High, arm-in-arm 
with Worcester, in high good humour, on the day 
we returned ; but when I turned the corner and 
came upon him vis-a-vis he gave ine a long, level, 
steady look of hatred, which told me that he had 
nursed his wrath to keep it warm. His look made 
me thoughtful. Young Jack Bourne, too, came 
sailing along—a breezy miniature copy of Phil, 
his brother— but when he caught sight of his 
former patron lie blushed like a girl and scuttled 
into the first available yard.

He was not particularly anxious to meet Acton, 
for Phil in the holidays bad given Jack a pretty 
correct inkling of Acton’s character, and lie began 
to see—in fact, be did see— that Raffles and the 
shooting and the billiaids, and the hocus pocus of 
“  hedging on Grape Shot,” and the trip to London, 
etc., was only one involved, elaborate plot to 
strike at Phil. Jack now fully realised that he lmd 
played a very innocent Hy to Acton’s consummate 
spider, and he now, when there wasn’t any very 
pressing necessity, determined to give the spider’s 
parlour a very wide berth indeed. Acton saw 
Jack’s little manoeuvre and smiled gently. He 
was genuinely fond of Jack, but young Bourne 
had served his purpose ; and now, thought Acton, 
philosophically, “ Jack looks upon me as a monster 
of iniquity and he won’t cultivate my acquaint
ance.” And Phil 1 Well, Phil regarded the 
incident as “ closed,” and paid no heed to his 
enemy’s bitter looks, but divided his attention 
between his books and cricket, keeping, perhaps 
unnecessarily, a bright outlook upon Master Jack

V
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Phil’s unpopularity had somewhat abated, for 
his victory in the rackets had given him a good 
leg up in the estimation of his fellows; but still 
there was the uneasy feeling that in the matter of 
the “ footer” cap his conduct was shady, or at 
least dubious.

I  was awfully sorry to see this, for I  myself was 
leaving at midsummer, and in my own mind I  
had always looked upon Phil to take up the

WHEN I TURNED THE CORNER AND CAME UPON HIM Vis-A-Vis HF. GAVE ME 
A LONG, LEVEE, STEADY LOOK OF HATRED.

captaincy. He would have made, in my opinion, 
the beau id e a l of a captain, for he was a gentleman, 
a scholar, and an athlete. But the other monitors, 
or at least many of them, did not look upon Phil 
with enthusiasm, and his election for the captaincy 
did not now seem the sure thing it had done a few 
months before.

A t St. Amory’s the monitors elect a captain, 
and Corker confirms the appointment if he 
thinks their choice suitable, but he insists that

he must be well up in the Sixth, and not a mere 
athlete.

Now, Phil’s ambition was to be Captain oi St 
Amory’s, as his father had been before him, and 
when the home authorities finally decided'that 
I  was to go to Cambridge in the Michaelmas term 
Phil hoped and desired to step into my shoes. He 
had one great lever to move the fellows in his 
favour, he was much the best cricketer in the

school and deservedly 
Captain of the Eleven, 
and, besides that, was 
one of the best all-round 
fellows in Sixth Form 
work. But Phil did not 
in the least hint that 
the captaincy was his 
soul’s desire: he deter 
mined to merit it, and 
then leave the matter 
in the hands of the 
school. So, from the 
very beginning of the 
term, he read hard and 
played hard, and he left 
his mark on the class 
lists and the scoring 
board in very unmistak
able fashion.

And now Acton came 
like an evil genius on 
the scene. In a word, 
he had determined that 
if he could in any way 
baulk poor Phil’s ambi
tion, be would. I f  by his 
means be could put I'hil 
out of the running for 
the captaincy it should 
be done. If he could 
succeed, this success 
would make up and to 
spare for his two former 
defeats. T h e r e f o r e ,  
warily and cautiously, 
he set to work.

Acton himself was not 
much of a cricketer; the 

game was not, as it were, second nature to him, 
as it was to Phil, but he was a very smart "  
cover was his position— and he could slog heard), 
and often with success. He threw himself heard y 
into the game, and crept rapidly up the ladder o 
improvement, until Biffen’s whispered that t eir 
shining light stood a good chance of getting 
the Eleven. “ That is,” said Biflen’s crowd, 
Bourne will run straight and give a good man ls 
flannels. But after the ‘ footer’ fraud, what c*
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one expect?” I heard of this, and straightway 
told Phil.

“Ob, they need not fear. If Acton deserves liis llanncls lie will get them. I’ve nothing what
ever again st his cricket.” _ _

Acton learned this, and instantly his new-found 
zeal for cricket slackened considerably. “ Oh !” 
said lie t o  himself, “ I can’t blister you there, 
Bourne, chi I can’t pose as the deserving 
cricketer kept out of the Eleven by a jealous cad 
of a c a p t a i n ,  eh ? So I’ll try another tack to keep 
you in evil odour, Mr. Bourne.”
' Acton did not turn up at the nets that night, 
and when Worcester noticed this, Acton calmly 
sailed on his new tack.

“ What's the good of sweating away at the 
nets, Dick 1 I ’ll not get my flannels in any 
case."

“Oh, yes, you will. Bourne has said he’s got 
nothing against your cricket.”

“And you believe that, D ick?” said Acton, with 
a whistle of contemptuous incredulity.

“ I do,” said Dick. “ But you are not exactly 
quite the flier at cricket that you are at ‘ footer,’ 
so you can’t afford to slack up now.”

" I’ve got private knowledge,” said Acton, with 
a filthy lie, “ that I won’t get ’em in any case, so I 
shall not try.”

Dick was considerably upset by this, and 
Acton’s sudden stoppage of practice after an 
intense beginning made his lie seem a good imi
tation of truth, and gave Worcester food for bitter 
thoughts against Phil. Acton worked “ tlie-no- 
good-to-try” dodge carefully and artistically; he 
never actually said hi3 lie openly, or Phil would 
have nailed it to the counter, but, like a second 
Iago, he dropped little barbed insinuations here, 
little double-edged sayings there, until Biffenites 
to a man believed there would be a repetition of 
the “ footer” cap over again, and the school 
generally drifted back to aloofness as far as Phil 
'vas concerned.

Acton laid himself out to be excessively friendly 
with the monitors, and just as he entered into 
their good graces, Phil drifted out of them— in fact, 
to be friendly with Acton was the same thing as 
being cool towards Bourne. Phil made splendid 
scores Saturday after Saturday, but the enthusiasm 
which hio fine play should have called out was 
wanting,

Why don’t you cheer your captain, Tom?” I 
overheard a father say to his young hopeful.

No fear ! ” said the frenzied Biffenite. “ Bourne 
a beast: ”
In fact, the only one who seemed to derive any 

Pcasure from Bourne’s prowess in the field was 
cton himself. He used to sit near the flag staff, 

an® wbeu Pfiil made his splendid late cut, whose
Vol. iu._sB

applause was so generous as his? whose joy so 
great? Acton’s manoeuvres were on the highest 
artistic levels, I can assure you, and in the eyes of 
the fellows generally, his was a case of persecuted 
forgiving virtue. Acton, too, kept in old Corker’s 
good books, and his achievements in the way of 
classics made the old master beam upon him with 
his keen blue eye.

I saw with dismay how persistently unpopular 
Phil remained, and I heard the charms of Acton 
sung daily by monitor after monitor, until 1 saw 
that Acton had captured the whole body bar Phil’s 
own staunch friends, Baines, Roberts and Vercoe. 
And then it dawned upon me that Acton was 
making a bid for the captaincy himself, and when 
I had convinced myself that this was his object, I 
felt angrier than I can remember. I thereupon 
wrote to Aspinall, gave him a full, true, and par
ticular account of Acton’s campaign against Phil, 
and asked him to release me— and Phil—from our 
promise of secrecy regarding the football match 
accident. His reply comforted me, and I knew 
that, come what might, I had a thunderbolt in my 
pocket in Aspinall’s letter, which could knock 
Acton off the Captain’s chair if he tried for that 
blissful seat.

I told him so, to save trouble later on, and he 
beard me out with a far from pretty sneer, which, 
however, did not quite conceal his chagrin. But 
though I made sure of his being out of the hunt, 
I could not make sure of Phil being elected, and 
in a short time Mivart was mentioned casually 
as the likeliest fellow to take my place. I have 
nothing whatever to say against M ivart; lie was 
a good fellow, but he was not quite up to Phil’s 
level.

Phil knew of these subterranean workings of his 
enemy, but he was too proud a fellow to try and 
make any headway against the mining. “ If 
they elect Mivart they will elect a good man, 
that is all, though I ’d give a lot, old man, to take 
your place.”

Thus things went on until Lord’s came and 
ended in the usual draw. Phil’s selection of the 
Eleven was in every way satisfactory, and his 
score for first wicket had made St. Amory’s safe 
from defeat, but despite all his unpopularity was 
pronounced.

The election was going to take place in a week, 
and Mivart, thanks to Acton’s careful “ nursing,” 
was evidently going to romp home in the election 
with something like a sixteen to four majority. 
Vercoe determined to propose Phil, and Baine3 
was only too delighted to second it; but Phil’s 
cronies had no more hope of his success than Phil 
had himself.

Thoroughly dispirited and disheartened, Phil, on 
the last Saturday of the term— the election for the
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captaincy was to be held that night— had left the 
cricket-field in sheer weariness of spirit, and was 
moodily strolling down the road towards the old 
Lodestone Farm when, behind him, he fancied he 
heard shouting. He turned round, and down the 
long stretch of white road he saw a cloud of dust 
rolling with terrific speed towards him. For one 
moment he wondered what ever was the matter, 
but out of the dust he could see the flashing of 
carriage wheels and the glitter of harness, and the 
shining coats of a couple of horses. The carriage 
came rocking towards him at a terrible rate, some
times the wheels on one side off the road alto
gether ; the horses had their beads up, and Phil 
could hear their terrified snorting as they thun
dered towards him. There was no sign of coach
man or footman.

“ A runaway,” said Phil, backing into the hedge. 
“ They’ll come a cropper at the little bridge. 
What a smash up there’ll be!” As the runaway 
horses, galloping like the Furies, came nearer, 
Phil saw something which made his blood run 
cold. “  Heaven 1 ” he cried, darting out from the 
hedge, “ there’s a lady in the carriage!” Phil 
was frozen with horror. “ She will be smashed to 
pieces at the bridge."

Half a mile down the long white road Phil 
glanced to the little bridge where the road 
narrowed to meet the low stone walls, and he 
knew as well as though he saw it that the carriage 
would catch the bridge, and be shivered to match
wood. The horses must be stopped before they 
reached it, or the lady would be killed. Without 
thinking of the terrible risk he ran, he sprang out 
into the middle of the road and waved his arms 
frantically at the horses moving like a thunderbolt 
towards him. But they were too maddened with 
terror to heed this waving apparition in their path, 
and Phil, in the very nick of time, ju 3t jumped 
aside and avoided the carriage-pole, pointed like a 
living lance at his breast.

As the horses whirled past he clutched madly 
at the loose reins, see sawing in the air. He held 
them, and the leather slid through his frenzied 
grasp, cutting his palms to the bone. When he 
reached the loop he was jerked off his feet 
with a terrible shock, and was whirled along 
the dusty road, the carriage wheels grinding, 
crunching and skidding within a foot of his 
head. Luckily, the reins held, and when, after 
being dragged a hundred yards or so, and half 
choked by the thick dust, he managed to scramble 
to bis feet, he pulled, with frenzied, convulsive 
strength, on the off side rein. The horses swerved 
to the fearful saw on their jaws, and pulled 
nearly into the left-hand hedge. Phil’s desperate 
i lea was to overturn the carriage into the hedge 
before the horses could reach the bridge, for ho

felt he could no more pull them up than he daw 
let them go. There was a chance for the lady if 
she were overturned into the bank or ;.cdge but 
none whatever if she were thrown at the bridge 
In a minute or so the carriage lurched horribly 
sideways ; there was a grinding crash, and the 
carriage overturned bodily into the lank. The 
lady was shot out, and the next minute tbe horses’ 
hoofs were making tooth picks of tin wrecked 
carriage.

Phil darted up the bank, and found the lady 
dazed and bruised, but be was overjoyed to see 
that she wasn’t dead.

“ Are you much hurt 1 ”
“ No, I don’t think so,” she said, with a brave 

smile, “ but I expected to be killed any minute. 
You are a brave man, sir, to risk your life for a 
stranger.”

Phil said in his old style: “ Not at all. 
I ’m glad, though, that I did turn the brutes in 
time.”

In a minute or two there was a small crowd. 
Half-a-dozen stray cyclists had wheeled up, and 
with their help Phil got out the horses, dreadfully 
cut about the legs and shivering with tenor, from 
tbe wreckage. Down the dusty road were men 
running for dear life, and ahead of all Tbil caught 
sight of a well-known athletic figure running like 
a deer, and in another minute Acton was asking 
the lady in panting bursts if she were not really 
hurt.

“ No, John ; not in the least. I owe my life to 
this gentleman here, who pulled the horses into 
the bank before they could reach the bridge.” 

Acton wheeled round with a face beaming with 
gratitude; but when he saw Bourne standing 
there, rather uneasy at being the object of so 
much praise, his face went deathly white. He 
stared at Bourne in au ecstacy of astonishment 
and shame. A thousand thoughts rushed through 
his mind, but he stammered o u t:

“ Bourne ! I can never thank you enough for 
saving my mother’s life, but will you shake my 
hand ?”

Phil put out his own unhesitatingly, and in that 
moment all hatred vanished from Acton’s heart. 
He recognised that Phil was a braver and a better
fellow than he.

“ Of course !” said Mrs. Acton. “ Ihav blind of 
me not to see that the gentleman is one of your 
schoolfellows, John !”

“ Mother,” said Acton, “ this is 1'i-il Bourne, 
who, I  hope, from this d a y  will c o m a ic r  me jj15 
friend. A  better fellow doesn’t b reath e in St. 
Amory’s.” _

“ Draw it mild, Acton,” said Phil blushing.
“ Not at all,” said Acton excitedly. ,
P h il, to escape Acton’s u n stin ted  lira,ses
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isied Mrs- Acton how the horses had managed 
to bolt.

“While 1 was at the station yard, talking to 
John, a pave- of newspaper whirled up in the 
torses’ faces and startled them. They jumped 
forward in terror, and threw off the coachman 
n-itli the sudden start. In another moment they 
were tearing along, and ran until you so bravely 
overturned us.”

“You will come and have tea with mother and 
me,” said Acton, “ in my den ?”

“Oh, do !” said Mrs. Acton. “  I'm delighted to 
see you and John such friends.”

The two “ friends” looked down on the ground 
rather guiltily, but Phil said, “ I shall be only too 
delighted."

The trio walked back along the road—a happy 
trio they were too—and a melancholy procession 
of injured horses and an angry coachman closed 
their rear. The tea in Acton's room was very 
successful, and I should fancy Grim did more hard 
staring and hard thinking when he saw Phil 
amicably seated with his feet under Acton’s table, 
ban he ever did before. The minute he had 
lermission to go he flew down the corridor and 
eiploded bomb shell after bomb shell among 
wondering- Amorians.
“Acton and Phil Bourne teaing together like 

two birds on a bough ! ” he gasped.
“That would be a funny sight,” said Cherry. 

‘ Birds don’t take tea.”
“Go away and write an epilogue, Fruity, 

baing together, you fellows, as friendly as 
fers and I might.”
, Only that,” said Rogers, with a general wink, 
ray opinion is that Grimmy has been on the 

"U1J and has seen double.” Incredulity and 
ponder were the dominant notes among Amorians 
w the next two hours.
Acton and Bourne walked to the station to- 

jet er with Mrs. Acton ; and when she had gone 
own and they were strolling back to the school 

toon said
onrne, Ive been an arrant cad since I 

biii!/0-'l Alll0ry’s> and if those horses hadn’t 
► ' Wlt“ n,;der, and yon had not turned up in 

to save her, I should certainly have gone 
tot ln° ar,c:‘  ̂ trntil the end of the chapter, 
too ].n0W Going to dry up. I  suppose 

C  thl y0U aren>t popuIar amonS the

“til16' 1" " :Kl Phi1-Gloomily.
“(V, y°U k';0W that you owe all this to me ?” 

Hoc well, Acton”
Eire j ’ _m Going to make what amends I  can.
Cufain, nl?y, ''Ejection to my proposing you as 

to-night ?»

t°"'you are a brick,” said Phil, “  but you’re

SIS

too late now. I don’t stand a ghost of a chance 
against Mivart.”

“ And I’ll get Mivart to second you. I can put 
all the fellows straight concerning you, and, by- 
Jove, it’s the least I can do ! I'll make a clean 
breast of it to them all to-night before the election 
comes on.”

“ Oh, no you won’t ! I ’d rather lose the cap
taincy than that. Besides, Aspinall asked me not 
to do anything bar refuse you your cap.”

“ I’ve been an insufferable cad,” said Acton, 
with a hot blush, “ but you shall be Captain in 
any case.”

Acton saw Mivart, and whether he told him the 
whole history of his quarrel with Bourne or not, I 
cannot sa y ; anyhow, Acton prevailed on him to 
second Phil. Mivart was a very good fellow, as I 
said before, and he thorougly believed that Bourne 
wpuld make a better Captain than he himself 
would, so he said he would be delighted to back 
Phil up to any extent since Phil was not now the 
jealous bounder he had so long been considered.

I myself, as the retiring Captain, took the chair 
in the Sixth Form room to see the election of my 
successor through with all due solemnity. Acton 
got up, and though he was very nervous, he said 
out straight what he had resolved to say. “ I pro
pose Phil Bourne for Captain in place of Carr, and 
I ’ll tell you why. I  consider him the most suitable 
fellow to take our old Captain’s place. Many of 
you may be— will be—surprised to hear me pro
pose Bourne, for between us two, as you all know, 
there has been no love lost. But in all the dreary 
business I have been the utter cad and Bourne 
the other thing. He brought upon himself any 
amount of bad feeling because he would not give 
me my ‘ footer’ cap. I did not deserve i t ”— some
one here said “ ro t! ” emphatically— “ not because 
I wasn’t good enough a player, but for another 
reason, which, much as I should shy at telling you,
I would tell, only Bourne begged me not to. It is 
his and Carr’s and another fellow's secret as much 
as mine, so I feel I had better not say it. But, be
lieve me, in the business I was an utter cad, and 
instead of bringing all that row about my cap 
upon Bourne’s head I ought to have burned my 
boots and never kicked a football again. There’s 
another matter, this time strictly between Bourne 
and self, in which I did him as big an injury as 
one fellow can do another. He gave me a sound 
thrashing for it on the morning that you fellows 
went away last term, and Carr and Vercoe here 
assisted us in our little mill. No one ever de
served a thrashing as I deserved that one, and 
now I m glad I  got it. I t  was Bourne’3 only 
score against me. Fact is," said Acton, with a 
grim smile, “ I ’d rather meet another Jarvis 
than Bourne.”

%
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T h e  f e l l o w s  o p e n e d  
t h e i r  e y e s  a n d  w o n d e r e d  
w h a t  n e x t .

“  T h i s  t e r m  I ’ v e  w o r k e d  
t h e  w h o le  s c h o o l ,  a n d  
e s p e c ia l l y  y o u  m o n i t o r s ,  
a g a in s t  B o u r n e ,  t o  m a k e  
h i s  c h a n c e  o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  
c a p t a in c y  a  v e r y  r o c k y  
o n e .  A n d  I  t h i n k  I  
p r e t t y  w e l l  s u c c e e d e d .
A n d  h o w  d o e s  B o u r n e  
r e p l y  t o  t h i s ?  T h i s  
a f t e r n o o n  h e  r i s k s  h i s  
l i f e  t o  s a v e  m y  m o t h e r  
f r o m  b e in g  k i l l e d  w h e n  
h e r  h o r s e s  b o l t e d .  Y o u  
a l l  l i k e d  B o u r n e  b e f o r e  
I  a p p e a r e d  o n  t h e  s c e n e ,  
w i t h  g o o d  r e a s o n ,  a n d  I  
d o  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  a l l  
g i v e  h i m  y o u r  v o t e s ,  
f o r ,  a n d  I  s a y  i t  a b s o 
l u t e l y  s u r e  o f  i t s  t r u t h ,  
t h e  b e s t  f e l l o w  i n  S t .
A m o r y ’ s  i s  B o u r n e .
T h a t  is  a l l  I  c a n  s a y . ”

M i v a r t  g o t  u p  b e f o r e  
t h e  f e l l o w s  h a d  t i m e  t o  
r e c o v e r  f r o m  t h e i r  a s 
t o n is h m e n t ,  a n d  s a id  :—

“ I  h a v e  g r e a t  p le a 
s u r e  i n  s e c o n d i n g  
A c t o n ’s p r o p o s a l .  I ,  t o o ,  
c o n s id e r  B o u r n e  o u t  a n d  
o u t  t h e  b e s t  f e l l o w  t o  
t a k e  C a r r ’ s  p l a c e .
W h i l s t  P h i l  w a s  u n d e r  
a  c lo u d  I  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  
s t a n d  f o r  C a p t a i n ,  b u t  
s in c e  w e  a l l  k n o w  n o w  
t h a t  h e  s t a n d s  w h e r e  
h e  d i d ,  t h e  o n l y  p r o p e r  
t h i n g  t o  d o  is  t o  g i v e  
h i m  t h e  u n a n im o u s  v o te ,  
f o r  I  d o  n o t  m e a n  t o  s t a n d  a t  a l l . ”

T h e  f e l l o w s  b l a n k l y  v o t e d  f o r  B o u r n e ,  a n d ,  
a s  G r i m  w o u ld  b e  s u r e  t o  s a y ,  “ t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n

ACTON GOT U P, AND THOUGH 
SAID OCT BTRAIG BX WHAT

w a s  c a r r i e d  „ emi
c on.

That evening Corker 
conf irmed Phil’s a., 
pointment, and I Spent 
as happy an evening as
I can remember. Acton 
said he should not coma 
back to St, Amory's 
again, as lus record was 
too black to be used as 
a convenient reference, 
but Phil and I and all 
the fellows told him we 
should*be only too glad 
to let by gones be by
gones, and that he bad 
really done the square 
thing at the last.

He did come back, 
and Phil’s letters to me 
tell me that  his old 
enemy is one of the most 
popular —  deservedly — 
in the school, and his 
best friend. They are 
inseparable, play back 
together at “ footer," 
and are variously called 
Gemini, Daraon and 
P y t h i a s ,  David and 
Jonathan, as the case 
may be.

Biffen’s are still cock- 
house at “ footer” ; 
Acton is going in again 
for the “ heavy "-this 
time without the Coon’s 
help — and those "nig
gers,” Singh Ram and 
Runjit Mehtah, to Wor
cester’s intense disgust, 
are the representatives 
of St. Amory’s in gym- 
nast ies  ; and, alto

gether, Biffen’s House is, thanks to Actons 
help, perhaps the most distinguished in e 
school.

HE WAS V E R Y  NERVOUS, HE 
H i: HA1> RESO LVED  TO SAY.

{THE END.)
A



Author oj "The Beginnings of the Bailway" etc. t b s  “ c h a r l o t t e  dun’ das,” 1802, i n v e s t e d  b y  s y m i n g t o n .

i c e r t a i n l y  t o  b e  m a r 
v e l l e d  a t  t h a t  s t e a m  
w a s  u s e d  a s  a  m e a n s  
o f  l o c o m o t i o n  o n  t h e  
s e a  l o n g  b e f o r e  i t  w a s  
u s e d  f o r  t h a t  s a m e  
p u r p o s e  o n  t h e  la n d .  

The o n ly  r e a s o n  t h a t  c a n  b e  g i v e n  f o r  t h i s  is  
that E n g la n d ’s  p o w e r  a lw a y s  w a s ,  a s  i t  s t i l l  is ,  
on th e  s e a , a n d  s o ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  i n v e n t o r s  t u r n e d  
th e ir t h o u g h t s  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  
w h ich  w o u ld  b r i n g  t h e m  m o s t  f a m e  a n d  w e a l t h .  
In v e n to rs  s e t  t o  w o r k ,  a n d  a  s t e a m s h ip  w a s  t h e  
resu lt, a n d  e v e n  a  s t e a m e r  h a d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
crossed t h e  w id e  e x p a n s e  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  O c e a n  
several y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e n in g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
ra ilw a y  l i n e  i n  1 8 2 5 .

T h e  f i r s t  id e a  o f  s t e a m  n a v i g a t i o n  ( a n  id e a  
o n ly ) w a s  c o n c e i v e d  b y  o n e  J o n o t h a n  H u l l s ,  
"■'ho, in  1 7 3 7 ,  is s u e d  a  p a m p h l e t  w i t h  t h e  
fo llo w in g  t i t l e : —

A  d e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  d r a u g h t  o f  a  n e w  i n v e n t e d  m a c h i n e  f o r  
c a rr y in g  v e s s e l s  o r  s h i p s  o u t  o f  o r  i n  t o  a n y  h a r b o u r ,  p o r t  o r  
n v er, a g a i n s t  w i n d  o r  t i d e ,  o r  i n  a  c a l m ,  f o r  w h i c h  H i s  
M a je s ty  G e o r g e  I I ,  h a s  g r a n t e d  h i s  l e t t e r s  p a t e n t  f o r  t h e  
sp a ce  o f  l o a r t e e n  y e a r s .

B y  J o n o t h a n  H u l l s .

B u t  a v e s s e l a n s w e r i n g  t o  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  s e t  
■Orth in  t h e  p a m p h l e t  w a s  n e v e r  c o n s t r u c t e d .

y e a rs  l a t e r  a n  A m e r i c a n  n a m e d  J o h n  
F itc h , \ , h 0  w a s  b o r n  a t  W in d s o r ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  
^  J a n u a r y  2 1 s t ,  1 7 4 3 ,  f o r m e d  a  c o m p a n y  f o r  
he p u r p o s e  o f  n a v i g a t i n g  b y  s t e a m ,  a n d  i n  1 7 8 7  

*  s te a m e r d e s ig n e d  b y  h i m  w a s  la u n c h e d  o n  t h e  
e la w a re . T h i s  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  1 7 9 0 ,  w h e n  t h e  

gam e w a s  f o u n d  t o  b e  a  l o s i n g  o n e ,  a n d  t h e

c o m p a n y  w a s  d i s s o l v e d .  I n  1 7 9 3  h e  e n 
d e a v o u r e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  h i s  i n v e n t i o n  i n t o  
F r a n c e ,  b u t  m e t  w i t h  n o  s u c c e s s .  H e  r e t u r n e d  
f r o m  E u r o p e  t o  h i s  n a t i v e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d ,  m e e t i n g  
w i t h  n o t h i n g  b u t  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  c o m m i t t e d  
s u i c i d e  i n  1 7 9 8 .  S o  m u c h  f o r  t w o  n o n 
s u c c e s s e s  ; w e  w i l l  n o w  t u r n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  s u c c e s s ,  
a n d  f o r  t h a t  S c o t l a n d  m u s t  b e  s o u g h t  o u t ,  a n d  
t h e r e  w e  s h a l l  f i n d  t h e  r e a l  i n v e n t o r  o f  s t e a m  
n a v i g a t i o n .

P a t r i c k  M i l l e r ,  o f  D a l s w in t o n ,  i n  D u m f r i e -  
s h i r e ,  h a d  m a d e  s e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  t o  p r o p e l  a  
b o a t  w i t h o u t  o a r s  o r  s a i l s ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  p a d d le  
w h e e ls  w o r k e d  b y  h o r s e s .  T h i s  w a s  i n  1 7 8 5 - 6

W i l l i a m  S y m in g t o n ,  o f  L e a d h i l l s ,  i n  L a n a r k  
s h i r e ,  h a d ,  i n  1 7 8 6 ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  s m a l l  m o d e l  
o f  a  s t e a m  carriage  w h i c h  h e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  
i n s p e c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  l e a r n e d  g e n t l e m e n  i n  
E d i n b u r g h .

J a m e s  T a y l o r  w a s  a  s c h o o l f e l l o w  o f  S y m in g 
t o n ,  a n d  t u t o r  t o  M i l l e r ’s  f a m i l y .  N o w  M r .  
T a y l o r  i n f o r m e d  M r .  M i l l e r  t h a t  h i s  ( T a y l o r ’s )  
f r i e n d ,  M r .  S y m in g t o n ,  h a d  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  c a r 
r i a g e  w h i c h  w o u l d  g o  b y  s t e a m .  T h i s  p ie c e  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  g r e a t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  M r .  M i l l e r ,  w h o  
w e n t  o f f  a t  o n c e  t o  E d i n b u r g h  t o  s e e  M r .  
S y m i n g t o n ’s  i n v e n t i o n .  H e  w a s  g l a d l y  s h o w n  
i t ,  a n d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n  m e n t i o n e d  
t o  S y m i n g t o n  h i s  v a r io u s  e x p e r im e n t s  i n  n a v i 
g a t i o n  b y  m e a n s  o f  p a d d le s  w o r k e d  b y  h o r s e s .  
' T h e r e u p o n  t h e  i d e a  s t r u c k  S y m i n g t o n  t h a t  h i s  
s t e a m  e n g in e  c o u l d  t a k e  t h e  p la c e  o f  t h e  h o r s e s  
a n d  a p p l y  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r o t a r y  m o t i o n  t o  t h e  
p a d d le s .  T h i s  h e  p r o p o u n d e d  t o  M r .  M i l l e r ,  
w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t ,  i n  1 7 8 8  t h e  f i r s t  s t e a m e r  
w a s  s e t  a f l o a t  o n  D a l s w i n t o n  L a k e .  T h i s  w a s
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b u t  a  y e a r  o r  s o  a f t e r  J a m e s  F i t c h ’ s  s t e a m e r  w a s  
la u n c h e d  o n  t h e  D e la w a r e .

S u c h  is  t h e  c o m p l i c a t e d  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
s t e a m e r ,  e a c h  o f  t h e  a b o v e - n a m e d  g e n t l e m e n ,  
I t  is  s a id ,  c l a i m i n g  t h e  i n v e n t i o n  a s  t h e i r s .

M i l l e r  h a d  i n v e n t e d  t h e  p a d d le s .
S y m i n g t o n  p r o v i d e d  t h e  s t e a m  p o w e r .
S a id  M i l l e r  : “  W h a t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  

s t e a m  w i t h o u t  t h e  p a d d le s ? ”  S a id  S y m i n g t o n  : 
“  W i t h o u t  t h e  s te a m ,  t h e  p a d d le s  a r e  u s e le s s . ”

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  s q u a b b l i n g  l e d  t o  t h e  
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  M i l l e r  a n d  S y m in g t o n .  T h e  
f o r m e r  w a s  i n  a  g o o d  p o s i t i o n — a  b a n k e r ,  i n  
f a c t ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w a s  a b le  t o  p u r s u e  h i s  c o u r s e  
w i t h  e a s e ;  b u t  i t  w a s  n o t  s o  w i t h  S y m in g t o n ,  w h o  
h a d  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  m e a n s  t o  f u r t h e r  p e r f e c t  h i s  
e n g in e .  B y  t h e  a i d  o f  L o r d  D u n d a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
h e  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  D u k e  o f  B r i d g e w a t e r ,  
h o p i n g  t h e r e b y  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  D u k e ’s p a t r o n a g e ,  
f o r  h e  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
m a n y  c a n a ls .  T h e  i n 
t e r v i e w  w a s  v e r y  s u c c e s s 
f u l ,  a n d  h e  o b t a i n e d  t h e  
o r d e r  t o  b u i l d  s e v e r a l  
s t e a m e r s  f o r  u s e  o n  
t h e  D u k e ’ s  c a n a ls .  B u t  
u n h a p p i l y  t h e  D u k e  
s u d d e n l y  d i e d ,  a n d  S y 
m i n g t o n ’s  h o p e s  w e r e  
s h a t t e r e d .  H o w e v e r ,  h e  
h a d  b u i l t  o n e  s t e a m e r  
c a l l e d  t h e  C h a r l o t t e  
D u n d a s , w h i c h  w a s  
l a u n c h e d  i n  1 8 0 2  i n  
t h e  F o r t h  a n d  C l y d e  
C a n a l .  T h e  t r i a l  w a s  
s u c c e s s f u l ,  b u t  s t e a m  
t o w i n g  w a s  a b a n d o n e d  
f o r  f e a r  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  
t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  c a n a l .
S t i l l  m o r e  m i s f o r t u n e s  
f o l l o w e d  t h e  m a n  w h o  
r e a l l y  m u s t  h a v e  t h e  
c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  i n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  s t e a m e r ,  a s  w i l l  
b e  s h o w n  l a t e r  o n ,  a n d  h e  d i e d  i n  1 8 3 1 .  I t  
w a s  d u e  t o  h i m  t h a t  t h e  s t e a m e r  w a s  i n t r o 
d u c e d  i n t o  A m e r i c a  i n  1 8 0 7  b y  R o b e r t  F u l t o n .  
F u l t o n  w a s  i n  E n g la n d ,  w a t c h i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  
e x p e r im e n t s  w h i c h  w e r e  b e in g  m a d e  b y  S y m in g 
t o n  u n d e r  t h e  p a t r o n a g e  o f  L o r d  D u n d a s .  S y 
m i n g t o n ,  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t h i s  c o m p le t e  s t r a n g e r ’ s  
r e q u e s t ,  a l l o w e d  P 'u l t o n  t o  m a k e  f u l l  d r a w in g s  
o f  t h e  v e s s e l ,  a n d  m o r e o v e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  w h o le  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  h i m .  I n  r e t u r n ,  h e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  
p r o m i s e  f r o m  F u l t o n  t h a t ,  w h e n  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  
A m e r i c a ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  v e s s e ls  s h o u l d  
b e  i n  h i s  ( S y m i n g t o n ’ s )  h a n d s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  
i t  i s  s a id  t h a t  F u l t o n  n e v e r  a f t e r w a r d s  a c k n o w 
le d g e d  h i s  i n d e b t e d n e s s  t o  S y m in g t o n .
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P r e v io u s  t o  t h i s ,  n o  s t e a m e r  h a d  v e n tu r e d  o j t  
o n  t h e  s e a  ;  a l l  t h e  e x p e r im e n t s  a n d  T ria ls  had  
t a k e n  p la c e ,  e i t h e r  o n  a  la k e ,  o n  a  r iv e r ,  o r  in  a 
c a n a l .  I t  w a s  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 1 2 ,  t h a t  H e n r y  B e ll 
o f  H e l e n s b u r g h ,  a n o t h e r  S c o t c h m a n  a n d  a 
f r i e n d  o f  S y m in g t o n ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  Comet 

a  s t e a m b o a t  o f  a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  t o n s ,  propelled 
b y  a n  e n g i n e  o f  t h r e e - h o r s e  p o w e r  a t  a  ra te  o f  
s e v e n  m i l e s  a n  h o u r .

I t  is  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s te a m e r 
i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  N a v y  w a s  a l s o  , c a l l e d  t h e  Comet.

B e l l ’ s  Com et  f i r s t  b e g a n  t o  s te a m  u p  th e  
C l y d e ,  b u t  l a t e r  o n  i t  t o o k  t o  t h e  o p e n  sea a n d  
s t e a m e d  - a l l  r o u n d  t h e  S c o t c h  c o a s t .  A f t e r  a 
f e w  t r i p s  s h e  w a s  f o u n d  u n f i t t e d  f o r  s u c h  a 
r o u g h  c o a s t ,  a n d  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  b r o k e n  u p , a n d  
a n e w  Com et was, b u i l t  b y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  in  1821. 
T h i s  n e w  s t e a m e r  r a n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  fo r  som e  
y e a r s ,  b u t  o n  O c t o b e r  2 1 ,  1 8 2 5 ,  i t  c a m e  in to

c o l l i s i o n  w i t h  a n o t h e r  s t e a m e r  o f f  G o u r o c k  an d  
w a s  s u n k ,  s e v e n t y  l i v e s  b e in g  lo s t  in  the  
c a t a s t r o p h e .

Q u i c k l y  i n  t h e  w a k e  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r  steamer 
c a m e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s ,  m o s t l y  h a i l i n g  f r o m  S co t
l a n d ,  a n d  t h e n  a  s t e a m e r  n a m e d  t h e  Margery, 
a f t e r  h a v i n g  p l i e d  i n  t h e  C l y d e ,  w a s  bought 
b y  a  L o n d o n  f i r m ,  a n d  r a n  i n  t h e  T h a m e s  fro m  
L o n d o n  t o  G r a v e s e n d .  L a t e r  o n  th is  steamer 
w a s  p u r c h a s e d  b y  a  F r e n c h  c o m p a n y  fo r  th e  
S e in e ,  a n d  t h u s  i t  w a s  t h a t  t h e  Margery was 
t h e  f i r s t  s t e a m e r  t o  c r o s s  t h e  C h a n n e l .

I n  1 8 1 8  t h e  f i r s t  s t e a m e r  c r o s s e d  th e  great 
e x p a n s e  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  O c e a n .  T h e  passage 
t o o k  t h i r t y - t w o  d a y s .  T h e  s te a m e r ,  ho w ever, 
w a s  a  D u t c h  o n e ,  c a l l e d  t h e  C u r  and

Ml!. HENRY BELL'S STEAM ER, THE COMET," 1811.

This steamboat, of 25 toDs, was propelled by an engine of 3-h.p. at a rate of seven
miles an hour.
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t^ r te d  f r o m  H o l l a n d  f o r  S u r i n a m .  T h e  f i r s t  
steamer t o  c ro s s  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  s id e  o f  t h e  
Atlantic u  ' t h e  S a va n n a h  S h e  s t a r t e d  
from N e w  V o r k  o n  2 0 t h  M a y ,  1 8 1 9 ,  a n d  
arrived a t ! v e r p o o l  i n  t w e n t y - n i n e  d a y s  e le v  e n  
hours, a n d  in  us  b e a t  t h e  D u t c h  r e c o r d  b y  a  f e w  
jjvs. I t  i -  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  
lor o n ly  e ig iu v -  
(■kht h o u rs  d i d  
Ehe p a d d l e s  
rark , a l l  t h e  
rest o f th e  j o u r 
ney be in g  d o n e  
br the aid  o f  
the w ind .

Fur s e v e ra l 
wars a f te r  t h is ,  
h o w e v e r, n o  
attempt a t  a l l  
was m a d e  t o  
lower th e  r e 
cord. I t  w a s  
reserved to  t h a t  
treat e n g in e e r ,  
k m b a rd  K i n g 
dom B r u n e i ,  
who h a d  ju s t  
been a p p o in te d  a s  e n g i n e e r  t o  t h e  n e w ly - m a d e  
Great W e s te r n  R a i l w a y ,  t o  . a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s .  
As early as 1S 3 5  h e  s u g g e s t e d  t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e  
of the c o m p a n y  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  m a k e  a  m u c h  
longer v e ss e l t h a n  h a d  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  c o n 
structed— o n e  w h i c h  c o u l d  c o n t a i n  s u f f i c i e n t  
coal fo r  a  j o u r n e y  o f  t w o  t o  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d

m i le s ,  a n d  r u n  i t  b e t w e e n  B r i s t o l  a n d  N e w  
Y o r k .  H i s  s u g g e s t io n  w a s  s e r io u s ly  c o n s id e r e d  
a n d  l a t e r  o n  a d o p t e d ,  a n d ,  d e s ig n e d  b y  B r u n e i ,  
t h e  G re a t W estern  s t e a m s h ip  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
a t  B r i s t o l  u n d e r  h i s  s u p e r v i s i o n .  H e r  l e n g t h
w a s  2 1 2 f t .  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r p e n d i c u la r s ,  3 5 f t .
4 in s .  b r o a d ,  a n d  h a d  a  d i s p la c e m e n t  o f  2 , 3 0 0

t o n s ,  a n d  w a s  
p r o p e l l e d  b y  
p a d d le s .  S h e  
w a s  la u n c h e d  
J u l y  1 9 t h , 1 8 3 7 ,  
a n d  w a s  t h e  
f i r s t  s t e a m s h ip  
b u i l t  w h i c h  
m a d e  r e g u l a r  

v o y a g e s  a c r o s s  
t h e  A t l a n t i c .

B r u n e i  n o w ' 
t u r n e d  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
a n  i r o n  s t e a m e r ,  
u s in g  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  i n  a  
la r g e  s h ip ,  t h e  
“ s c r e w  p r o p e l 

l e r , ”  w h i c h  h a s  n o w  d i s p la c e d  t h e  o l d  p a d d le  
w h e e ls .  T h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  s c r e w  p r o p e l l e r  
h a d  j u s t  b e e n  p r o v e d  b y  t h e  A d m i r a l t y ,  t h e  
R a ttle r  b e in g  b u i l t  f o r  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  u n d e r  
B r u n e i 's  g u id a n c e ,  w i t h  t h e  s c r e w .  A  p a d d le -  
w h e e l  s t e a m e r ,  t h e  Alecto, w a s  b r o u g h t  i n t o  
r e q u i s i t i o n ,  a n d  a  c u r i o u s  t e s t  w a s  a p p l i e d  t o

THE TRIAL OP THE “ R A TTLE R " AND “  ALECTO.’’
Which proved that the “ screw-propeller" was superior to the paddio-wheeh

TDE “ GREAT EASTERN," 1837.
The largest steamer ever huilt, until the Oceanic was launched January M, 1C03.
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b o t h ,  t o  p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  t o w i n g  
p o w e r s .  T h e y  w e r e  s e c u r e d  s t e r n  t o  s t e r n  b y  
r o p e s ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e y  e x e r t e d  t h e i r  f u l l  s t r e n g t h ,  
e a c h  p u l l i n g  i n  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n s .  T h e  t r i a l  
t o o k  p la c e  i n  1 8 4 4 ,  i n  t h e  N o r t h  S e a ,  d u r i n g  a  
c a lm ,  a n d  t h e  R a ttle r  s u c c e e d e d ,  b y  t h e  s u p e r i o r  
r e s o u r c e s  o f  i t s  p r o p e l l e r ,  i n  d r a g g in g  a f t e r  h e r  
t h e  r e l u c t a n t  a n d  r e s i s t i n g  Alecto, a t  a  s p e e d  
o f  t w o  m i le s  a n d  e i g h t - t e n t h s  p e r  h o u r .

T h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  s c r e w  p r o p e l l e r  t h u s  
b e in g  p r o v e d ,  B r u n e i  d e c i d e d  t o  f i t  h i s  n e w  
s t e a m e r  w i t h  i t .  T h e  G r e a t B r ita in  w a s  i t s  
n a m e ,  a n d  b e s id e s  b e in g  t h e  f i r s t  la r g e  v e s s e l  t o  
u s e  t h e  s c r e w  p r o p e l l e r ,  i t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  c o n 
s t r u c t e d  i r o n  b o a t ,  a n d  t h e  la r g e s t  v e s s e l  a f l o a t  
a t  t h e  t i m e .  S h e  m a d e  h e r  f i r s t  v o y a g e  f r o m  
L i v e r p o o l  t o  N e w  Y o r k  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 8 4 5 .  A  
y e a r  l a t e r  s h e  w a s  r u n  
d o w n  o f f  t h e  I r i s h  c o a s t ,  
o n  t h e  r o c k s  a t  D u n -  
d r u m  B a y ,  a n d  l a i d  
t h e r e  n e a r l y  a  y e a r  b e 
f o r e  a n y  a t t e m p t s  w e r e  
m a d e  t o  g e t  h e r  o f f .
B u t  e v e n t u a l l y  t h i s  w a s  
d o n e ,  a n d  s h e  w a s  e m 
p l o y e d  i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
t r a d e .  S o o n  a f t e r  t h i s ,  
t h e  m a s t e r  m i n d  o f  
B r u n e i  b e g a n  t o  m e d i 
t a t e  o n  a  v a s t e r  p r o j e c t  
s t i l l ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  a  v e s s e l  l a r g e  e n o u g h  
t o  c a r r y  a l l  t h e  c o a l  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  l o n g  
o u t w a r d  v o y a g e ,  a n d  i f  
n o  c o a l  c o u l d  b e  o b 
t a i n e d  a t  t h e  o u t w a r d  
p o r t ,  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  
h o m e w a r d  o n e ,  t o o  !
I n  1 8 5 2  h e  l a i d  h i s  
s c h e m e  b e f o r e  t h e  
d i r e c t o r a t e ,  a n d  t h e
r e s u l t  w a s  t h e  G re a t E a s te r n , w h i c h ,  u n t i l  t h e  
Oceanic w a s  l a u n c h e d  o n  J a n u a r y  1 4 t h ,  1 8 9 9 ,  
w a s  t h e  la r g e s t  v e s s e l e v e r  b u i l t — o f  c o u r s e ,  
t h is  i n  p o i n t  o f  s iz e  o n l y .

T h e  G re a t E a s te r n  w a s  n o t  c o m p le t e  u n t i l  
1 8 5 7 ,  a n d  o n  N o v e m b e r  3 r d ,  a n  u n s u c c e s s f u l  
a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  t o  l a u n c h  h e r .  I t  w a s  n o t  
u n t i l  J a n u a r y  3 1 s t  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  t h a t  s h e  
w a s  p r o p e r l y  l a u n c h e d ,  a n d  s h e  t h e n  l a y  i n  t h e  
T h a m e s  f o r  o v e r  e i g h t e e n  m o n t h s .  O n  7 t h  
S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 5 9 ,  s h e  s t e a m e d  d o w n  t h e  r i v e r ,  
a n d  w h e n  j u s t  p a s t  t h e  N o r e  a  t e r r i b l e  e x p l o s io n  
o c c u r r e d ,  i n  w h i c h  s e v e n  p e r s o n s  w e r e  k i l l e d  a n d  
s e v e r a l  s e v e r e ly  w o u n d e d .  O n  J u n e  1 7 t h ,  i 8 6 0 ,  
s h e  s e t  t o  s e a  a g a in ,  a n d  t h i s  t i m e  t h i s  u n f o r 
t u n a t e  v e s s e l w a s  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  f o r  s h e  m a d e

t h e  t r i p  t o  A m e r i c a  i n  e l e v e n  d a v s .  I n  jg g  
s h e  m e t  a  t e r r i b l e  s t o r m  o f f  t h e  I r i s h  coas t and 
w a s  s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d .  A  t r u l y  u n fo rtu n a te  
v e s s e l  w a s  t h i s  l e v i a t h a n ,  a s  w e  h a v e  b rie fly  
s h o w n  a b o v e .  I n  1 8 6 4  i t  w a s  s o ld  to  the 
A m e r i c a n  T e le g r a p h  C a b le  C o m p a n y  to  carry 
t h e  c a b le  w h i l s t  i t  w a s  b e in g  l a i d  d o w n  across 
t h e  o c e a n .  I t s  s e l l i n g  p r i c e  w a s  ,£ 2 5 ,0 0 0  or a 
t h i r t i e t h  o f  i t s  c o s t .

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w e r e  s lo w  t o  re c o g n is e  the 
v a lu e  o f  t h e  s t e a m  o v e r  t h e  o l d  s a ile r ,  a n d  it 
w a s  n o t  u n t i l  1 8 3 7  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  c o n t r a c t  was 
s ig n e d  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e  m a ils  by 

s te a m e r s .  T h i s  f i r s t  c o n t r a c t  w a s  w ith  the 
P e n in s u la r  a n d  O r i e n t a l  S te a m  N a v ig a t io n  Co. 
o r  t h e  “  P .  a n d  O . , ”  a s  i t  is  c a l l e d  fo r  s h o r t, the 
la r g e s t  o f  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  s t e a m s h ip  com pan ies.

THE P . &  O. “ IlIPON " LEAVIXO THE SOUTHAMPTON DOCKS FOB THE CRIMEA.

T h e i r  f i r s t  s t e a m e r ,  t h e  W illiam  Fawcett, of 
2 0 0  t o n s  b u r t h e n ,  w a s  b u i l t  i n  1 8 2 9 , and 2 
c o m p a r i s o n  o f  i t  w i t h  t h e  m agnificent hnei 
p i c t u r e d  o n  p a g e  1 3 0  o f  t h e  M a y  C a p t a i ' i> 
i n  M r .  J .  A .  K a y ’s e x c e l l e n t  a r t ic le ,  goes to 
s h o w  t h e  r a p i d  s t r i d e s  m a d e  i n  t h e  construction 
o f  o u r  o c e a n  g r e y h o u n d s .

T h i s  c o m p a n y  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  to  act as 
t r a n s p o r t s  f o r  o u r  s o ld ie r s  i n  t i m e  o f  w a6  an  ̂
t h e  a c c o m p a n y in g  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  
l e a v in g  S o u t h a m p t o n  D o c k s  f o r  th e  C rim e a  1 
1 8 5 4 ,  c a r r y i n g  t h e  G r e n a d i e r  G u a rd s ,  w i l ,  
t h i s  t i m e ,  p r o v e  in t e r e s t i n g .  j

T h e  C u n a r d  l i n e  w a s  s t a r t e d  in  ’ *  a 
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e a m s h ip  c o m p a n y  to  ru ^  
r e g u la r  s e r v i c e  t o  A m e r i c a .  ' I  h e  P* an
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steam m a i l  s e r v i c e  h a v i n g  b e e n  in a u g u r a t e d ,  
tenders w e re  i n v i t e d  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e
mails t o  A m e r i c a  b y  s t e a m  a ls o .  S a m u e l
C unartl, a  q u a k e r  o f  H a l i f a x ,  N o v a  S c o t ia ,  h e a r -  
j i m o f i t ,  s a i le d  f o r  E n g l a n d  t o  f i n d  a  c a p i t a l i s t  
who w o u ld  h e lp  h i m  t o  .
carry o u t  h is  p r o je c t .
A t L i v e r p o o l  h e  m e t  
Sir G e o rg e  B u r n s  a n d  
Mr. D a v id  M c l v e r ,  a n d  
in a c o u p le  o f  d a y s  t h e  
C unard  C o m p a n y  w a s  
floated w i t h  a  c a p i t a l  
o f £200,000, a n d  t h e i r  
mail s e r v ic e  t e n d e r  w a s  
accepted.

T h e  B rita n n ia  w a s  
their f i r s t  b o a t ,  w h i c h  
left th e  M e r s e y  o n  J u l y
4th, 1 8 4 0 , a n d  r e a c h e d  B o s t o n  i n  f o u r t e e n  d a y s  
eight h o u rs .

T h e n  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  s t a r t e d  a  l i n e  o f  t h e i r  
ow n ; a n d  t h e n  c a m e  t h e  r a c e ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  
C un a rde rs  w e r e  b e a t e n  i n  e v e r y t h i n g  b u t  t h e  
com fort o f  t h e i r  v e s s e ls .

D is a s te r , h o w e v e r ,  f o l l o w e d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
firm — a  s e r ie s  o f  t e r r i b l e  a c c i d e n t s  h a p p e n e d  
to he r s h ip s ,  a n d  i n  1 8 5 8  t h e  c o m p a n y  f a i l e d ,  
and th e  E n g l is h  l i n e  h e l d  s w a y .  C o m p e t i t i o n  
still e x is te d  a m o n g s t  t h e  B r i t i s h  s t e a m s h ip  
com pan ies , b u t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h a t ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  
though i t  b e ,  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  m o r e  s p a c e  t h a n  is  
at ou r d is p o s a l.

T h e  W h i t e  S t a r  l i n e ,  a n o t h e r  f a m o u s  t r a n s 
a tlan tic  l i n e ,  w a s  f o u n d e d  i n  i 8 6 0 ,  a n d  is ,  p e r 
haps, b e s t k n o w n  t o  o u r  r e a d e r s  a s  b e in g  t h e

"  BRITANNIA," 1840.
The first boat belonging to the Cunard Line to carry 

the mails to America.

o w n e r  o f  t h e  Oceanic, a b o v e  r e f e i r e d  t o ,  w h i c h  
b e a r s  t h e  s a m e  n a m e  a s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  W h i t e  
S t a r  l i n e r s ,  a n d  w h i c h  w a s  a l s o  b u i l t  b y  t h e  
s a m e  f i r m ,  M e s s r s .  H a r l a n d  &  W o l f f ,  o f  B e l f a s t .  
A l l  s t e a m e r s  b e a r i n g  n a m e s  e n d i n g  i n  “ i c ’ !

b e lo n g  t o  t h i s  c o m 
p a n y .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  t a b le ,  
t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  D a ily  

C h ron icle  o f  J a n u a r y  
n t h ,  1 8 9 9 ,  s h o w s  
c l e a r l y  w h e r e  t h e  g r e a t 
n e s s  o f  o u r  g r e a t e s t  
s t e a m e r ,  t h e  Oceanic, 
l i e s .  I t  i s  i n  h e r  m o t i v e  
p o w e r  t h a t  s h e  f a r  
e x c e ls  a n y  o t h e r  s t e a m e r

y ,  1840. y e t  l a u n c h e d .

H O R S E 
S T E A M E R . L A U N C H E D .

P O W E R .
G r e a t  E a s t e r n  . . . . . .  1 8 5 8 2 , 6 0 0
E t r u r i a  . . .  . . . . . .  1 8 5 4 I 4 , £ 0 0
U m b r i a ......................... . . .  1 8 8 4 * 4 . 5< »
M a j e s t i c ........................ . . .  1 8 8 9 1 6 , 0 0 0
T e u t o n i c ........................ . . .  1 8 8 9 1 6 , 0 0 0
C a m p a n i a  . . . . . .  1 8 9 3 3 0 , 0 0 0
L u c a n i a  . . .  . . . . . .  1 8 9 5 3 0 , 0 0 0
W i l h e l m  t i e r  G r o s s e . . .  1 8 9 3 2 8 , 0 0 0
O c e a n i c ......................... . . .  1 8 9 9 4 5 .O O O

A ls o ,  s h e  is  t o  b e  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t w o  o f  o a r  
l a t e s t  i r o n c la d s ,  P o w e r fu l  a n d  T errible, w h o s e  
h o r s e  p o w e r  is  o n l y  2 5 , 0 0 0 .  S a y s  t h e  w r i t e r  i n  
t h e  p a p e r  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  : “  W h a t  s h a l l  w e  
r e a c h  i n  a n o t h e r  s c o r e  o f  y e a r s ,  f o r  n o  o n e  c a n  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Oceanic i s  t h e  la s t  w o r d  o f  
e i t h e r  M e s s r s .  H a r l a n d  & :  W o l f f ,  o r  o f  t h e  
s h i p b u i l d i n g  t r a d e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m .  
T h e r e  is  n o  f i n a l i t y  i n  t h i s  b u s in e s s . 1'

PROBABLE INVENTIONS OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY.
(Below we publish a list of some of the moat amusing “ inventions” forecast by oun

readers In May Competition l.t

j.O  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  n e e d  t o  s le e p ,  o w in g  t o  
a d is c o v e ry  b y  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  s c ie n t i s t s  
of the  d a y .

(0  N o  o n e  w i l l  h a v e  n e w s p a p e r s ;  b y  a  c o m -  
'n a tio n  o f  e l e c t r c i t y ,  le n s e s ,  a n d  m i r r o r s  y o u  w i l l  

ab le  t o  r e a d  t h e  n e w s  f r o m  t h e  t a b le - c l o t h .
( !  ^  c f ° c k  t h a t  s p e a k s  t h e  h o u r s .
, \  d  P u t  *n t o  l i t t l e  t a b lo i d s .

? r ‘ n i *es® ^ d i e s ’  s a i l o r  h a t s .
J ) A  m a c h in e  f o r  c a r v i n g  c h ic k e n s .

,  0  A u t o m a t ic  f i g u r e s  t o  a c t  a s  a m b u la n c e  m e n  
n u rse s  w h e n  f i g h t i n g  p e o p le  l i k e  t h e  B o e r s .  
Tol iii.—03

( 8 )  A  m a c h in e  t o  p r e v e n t  w o m e n  g o s s ip in g .
( 9 )  A t e l e p h o t o e l e c t r o p h o n o m i c r o s c o p o g r a p h .  

B y  m e a n s  o f  t h i s  i n v e n t i o n  y o u  w i l l  b e  a b le  t o  
p h o t o g r a p h  m i c r o b e s  i n  M e x i c o  ( a l t h o u g h  y o u  
a r e  i n  L o n d o n )  a n d  h e a r  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  s a y in g  
t o  e a c h  o t h e r .

( 1 0 )  A  r a i l w a y  t o  M a r s .
( 1 1 )  H a n d k e r c h i e f s  m a r k e d  w i t h  o w n e r ’ s 

p h o t o g r a p h .
( 1 2 )  A  p a t e n t  a p p l i a n c e  w h i c h ,  i f  a  m a n  

s w e a r s ,  w i l l  f i n e  h i m  b y  s n a t c h i n g  a  s h i l l i n g  o u t  
o f  h i s  p o c k e t  a n d  t h r o w i n g  i t  t o  a  b e g g a r .



MUGGINS’ PRETTY SISTER.
B y  a  F o u r t h  

Sketches by

IS name was Muggins, to begin 
with, which was bad enough (I 
don't think fellows ought to be 
sa d d le d  w ith  th e ir  fathers’ 
beastly names if they don’t like 
them- fan cy *being ca lle d  
Muggins /), and he was the 
wGrst little funk in the school; 
why, you’d only got to twist 
his wrist just the least bit round 

the wrong way and he’d howl blue murder; and 
then when the fellows found out that it rhymed 
with Juggins, he might just as well have gone and 
drowned himself at once. It was young Foster 
Minor who nosed it out, and he wrote a spiffing 
verse about it; but Muggins didn’t like it, so 
the fellows shouted it out at him whenever he 
ventured to come out into the playground, and 
he used to skulk about indoors all day. He 
was an awful little muff; he couldn’t stand a 
word of chaff, and, of course, that made the 
fellows tease his life ou t; and young Foster 
wrote another verse better than the first, but 
when four of the chaps joined hands and sang 
it round him, Mug. just sat down and blubbed.

Of course, after that, you couldn’t expect any 
of us to have anything to do with him, and 
Foster Minor moved his seat away from him, 
and young Burke did the same from the other 
side; and when Muggins saw what they had 
done he looked as if he’d jolly well like to sit 
and blub all through class— like a girl.

If it hadn’t been for that pretty sister of his, 
he might have been sitting there still— he was 
an awful little duffer.

It was young Burke who found it out.
“  I say, you fellows,” he yelled one morning 

in the playground, “ what d’you think? Juggins 
has got a sister! "

“ How wonderful!” exclaimed Wingfield, in 
that curl-of-the-lip sort of way he’s got. “  Did 
you hear that, you chaps? A  sister, just 
fancy ! ”

“ Oh, you may sneer and try to be funny,” 
said Burke, getting huffy; “ just you wait till 
you see her photo ! ”

He wouldn’t tell us any more after that—  
Wingfield always put his monkey up— and we 
couldn’t get him to open his mouth, till I sat 
on his chest, and Wright held his ankles, and 
Morrison twisted his wrists round the wrong 
way. Then he said things.

F o r m  C h a p .

E. F. Skinner. '

“  What— about— Muggins’— sister? ” I asked, 
getting up and sitting down again between 
every word as heavily as I could. I weigh 
9St. 61bs.

“ U g h !” grunted Burke, and that was all. 
though his face . was jolly red, and his eyes 
looked bulgy. Burke always was an obstinate 
little beggar. Morrison doubled up his elbow 
and knocked it twice with the ruler—hard. 
Burke gave a sort of groan. “  I give in, you 
beastly bullies,” he gasped. I jumped on his 
chest once more, just to punish him for saying 
that, and he said I had injured his lungs for 
life, but I don’t believe I had; anyhow, he had 
no business to call names. So then we let him 
get up.

“ Well, what about Muggins’ sister?” said 
Morrison, holding his ear in case he tried to 
make a bolt.

“  Let go my ear,” said Burke.
“ What about Muggins’ sister?” said Morri

son, pinching it a little harder to hurry him.
“ 1 only meant she was so jolly pretty,” said 

Burke, sulkily. And then he gave a sudden 
wriggle, and ducked down, and before we could 
stop him he had bunked for the house. “ Go 
and ask him to show you her photo, if you want 
to know 1 ” he yelled back over his shoulder.

So we did. I went too, not because I wanted 
to see a beastly girl, I think all girls are rot, but 
I didn’t believe Muggins’ sister could be pretty, 
and so I wanted to find out.

Muggins was in the school-room, and be 
looked rather funky when he saw Morrison and 
Wingfield and Wright and me coming in, and 
he got up in a hurry to go. But Morrison 
called him back.

“ Don’t go, Muggy,” he said, “ we’ve only 
come to see your precious sister.”

Muggins went as red as fire, and turned bis 
back, and pretended to be looking for some
thing in his desk. ,

“ I don’t know what you mean. I haven 
got a sister,” he said, sulkily. . „ j

“  You needn’t get such a • 'dour over it,
said. “ You look like a beastly lobster; an )
needn’t tell us any lies either. Burke has 
us all about her, so trot her out, my beauty, • 
let’s see if she’s got a mug like yours. .

So then he began to fumble unwilling; 
his pocket, and presently he pulled out a p * 
and handed it to us.
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“ O b ,  y o u  m e a n  t h a t , ”  h e  s a id ,  a s  i f  i t  h a d  
quite s l ic e d  h i s  m e m o r y  t h a t  h e  h a d  a  s is t e r  a t

a ll. , . . T i  ,
M y  e y e  ! s h e  w a s  a  p r e t t y  g i r l .  I  d o n  t  c a r e

a b a n "  fo r  g i r l s ,  m y s e l f ;  I  t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  r o t ,  
a n d  1° c a n ’ t  s e e  w h a t  t h e r e  is  a b o u t  t h e m  t o  
m a k e  e v e n  d e c e n t  c h a p s  g e t  s p o o n e y  o n  t h e m ,  
a n d  ass a r o u n d ,  a n d  g o  s c a r l e t  a n d  l o o k  i d i o t s  
i f  y o u  s o  m u c h  a s  m e n t i o n  t h e i r  n a m e  ;  b u t  I  
« i i l  o w n  t h a t  M u g g i n s ’ s i s t e r  h a d  g o t  t h e  
ve ry  p r e t t ie s t  f a c e  I  e v e r  s a w .  I t  w a s  o n e  
o f th o s e  m e d iu m - s iz e d  p h o t o s — “  c a r t  ”  s o m e 
th in g  o r  o t h e r ,
I  t h i n k  t h e y  
c a ll t h e m ,  a n d  
c o l o u r e d ,  a n d  
she h a d  a  h e a p  
o f  l i g h t ,  f l u f f y ,  
g o ld e n  c u r ls  a l l  
ro u n d  h e r  fa c e ,  
an d  v e r y  b i g  
b lu e  e y e s , a n d  a  
l i t t le  n o s e  a n d  
m o u th , a n d  a  
c o m p le x io n  t h a t  
F o s t e r  M i n o r  
said w a s  m i l k  
and r o s e s ; a n d ,  
bes ides , s h e  w a s  
s m i l i n g ,  a n d  
h a d  a  d i m p le  
each s id e .  S h e ’d  
go t h e r  h e a d  o n  
one s id e , t h o u g h ,  
a n d  I  t h o u g h t  
th a t m a d e  h e r  
lo o k  a f f e c t e d ,  
bu t th e  f e l lo w s  
w o u ld n ’t  o w n  i t ; 
a n d  I  s a i d  I  
d id n ’t  t h i n k  a  
yo u n g  g i r l  l i k e  
h e r  o u g h t  t o  
have th o s e  b ig  
pearls  r o u n d  h e r  
neck, t h e  m a t e r  
w o u ld n ’t  t h i n k  
n f le t t in g  N e l l i e  I  w a s  j o l l y  w e l l  s u r e ,  b u t  t h e  
fe llo w s  s a id  “  R o t  ! ’ ’

\ o u  w o u ld n ’ t  b e l i e v e  w h a t  a  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  
p h o to  m a d e  t o  M u g g in s .  A t  f i r s t  h e  s e e m e d  
ra th e r a s h a m e d  o f  i t ,  a n d  g o t  r e d  a n d  h u f f y  i f  
}o u  o n ly  m e n t i o n e d  i t — I  t h i n k  h e  w a s  a f r a i d  
, ey  ™e re  g e t t i n g  a t  h i m ;  b u t  w h e n  h e  f o u n d  

a t th e y  d i d n ’ t  c h a f f ,  a n d  s t o p p e d  r a g g in g  h i m ,  
?n o n e  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  c a m e  u p  a n d  a s k e d  t o  

. a t  h is  “ b e a u t i f u l  s i s t e r , ”  h e  b e g a n  t o  g e t  
Hu'te  c o c k y  a n d  p u t  o n  a i r s ,  a n d  a t  l a s t  h e  
e used  t o  s h o w  i t  a t  a l l  u n d e r  a  p e n n y  a  h e a d .

B u t  h e  p r o m i s e d  t o  l e t  F o s t e r  M i n o r  h a v e  t h r e e  
l o o k s  f r e e  a  d a y ,  i f  h e ’d  g i v e  h i m  h is  s o le m n  o a t h  
t o  t e a r  u p  a l l  t h o s e  v e r s e s  h e ’ d  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  
h i m ,  a n d  t o  p u n c h  e v e r y  k i d ’ s . h e a d  t h a t  h e  
h e a r d  s a y in g  t h e m .  A n d  F o s t e r  p r o m i s e d  a n d  
t h a n k e d  h i m  g r a t e f u l l y .

F o s t e r  w a s  a b o u t  t h e  w o r s t  o f  t h e  l o t  o v e r  
t h a t  s is t e r ,  t h o u g h  I  t h i n k  a b o u t  h a l f  t h e  F i f t h  
a n d  j o l l y  w e l l  a l l  t h e  F o u r t h  s a id  t h e y  w e r e  
■ d y in g  o f  l o v e  f o r  h e r ,  a n d  I  g u e s s  M u g .  h a d  
n e v e r  b e e n  s o  r i c h  i n - h i s  J i fe  a s  w h e n  i t  c a m e  
i n t o  h i s  h e a d  t o  c h a r g e  a  p e n n y  f o r  e v e r y  l o o k .

I  k n o w  f o r  a  f a c t  
t h a t  y o u n g  A l l a n  
( o n e  o f  t h e  
T h i r d  J k i d s )  
g a v e  h i m  e v e r y  
p e n n y  o f  h i s  p o c 
k e t  m o n e y  f o r  
t w o  w e e k s  r u n 
n i n g ,  a n d  w a n t e d  
t o  s w o p  h i s  
g u in e a  b a t ,  a n d  
h i s  w h i t e  m ic e ,  
a n d  h i s  b e s t  
k n i f e ,  w i t h  h i m  
f o r  t h a t  p h o t o .  
B u t  M u g g i n s  
w o u l d n ’ t .

A n d  t h e n  t h e  
c h a p s  t o o k  t o  
b u y i n g  s w e e t s  
a n d  a l l  s o r t s  o f  
t h i n g s  f o r  M u g 
g i n s  t o  t a k e  
h o m e  o n  S a t u r 
d a y  ( M u g g i n s  
w a s  a  w e e k l y  
b o a r d e r ,  y o u  
k n o w  ; t h a t  is  

p a r t l y  w h y  w e  h a t e d  h i m  s o ;  t h e  r e a l  b o a r d e r s  
n e v e r  a s s o c ia t e d  m u c h  w i t h  t h e  b e a s t l y  d a i l i e s  
a n d  w e e k l i e s ) ;  a n d  M u g g i n s  u s e d  t o  c o m e  b a c k  
o n  M o n d a y  a n d  t h a n k  t h e m  a l l ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  h e  
u s e d  t o  g i v e  a  p r i v a t e  m e s s a g e  t o  e a c h  o n e ,  b u t  
I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  t h a t  f o r  a  f a c t .

A t  f i r s t  t h e y  u s e d  t o  s e n d  f l o w e r s  t o o ,  b u t  
M u g g i n s  t o l d  t h e m  h i s  s i s t e r  d i d n ’ t  c a r e  m u c h  
f o r  f l o w e r s ,  s h e  l i k e d  s w e e ts  b e s t ,  a n d  t h e n  t a r t s ;  
a n d  a f t e r  t h a t  i t  w a s  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  c o u l d  d o  t o  
c a r r y  a l l  t h e  b a g s  o n  S a t u r d a y — b u t  h e  d i d n ’ t  
s e e m  t o  m i n d .

I  n e v e r  k n e w  f e l l o w s  c o u l d  b e  s u c h  a s s e s  a s  
t h o s e  c h a p s  w e r e  o v e r  t h a t  p r e t t y  s i s t e r  o f  
M u g g i n s ’ . M u g g i n s  w a n t e d  m e  t o  h a v e  a  p e n n y 
w o r t h  a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  I  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  g i r l s  w e r e  r o t ,  
a n d  t h a t  I ’d  p u n c h  h i s  h e a d  i f  h e  e v e r  a s k e d  m e  
a g a i n ,  s o  h e  d i d n ’ t .  B u t  F o s t e r  M i n o r ,  w h o  w a s  
a  j o l l y  d e c e n t  l i t t l e  c h a p  a s  a  r u l e ,  w a s  c le a n
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gone on her— it made me sick to hear him. 
But when I found out that just by saying her 
name (Muggins wouldn’t tell us at first, he said 
he didn’t know, but when I pinched him for a 
lie, he yelled out that it was “  Marguerite”) as 
I passed, I could make the whole Fourth look 
like a row of lobsters, it wasn’t so bad, only 
disgusting.

Anyhow, it was jolly fine for Muggins— in
stead o f laughing at him and chivvying him, and 
calling him Juggins, the fellows couldn’t make 
enough fuss of him ; and when I jawed them 
they only looked red, and said well he wasn’t 
half a bad chap really, and anyhow hd*d got the 
prettiest sister in the school; and young Burke 
got cheeky and said it was all jolly fine for me 
to talk, but everyone knew the grapes were sour. 
So I punched his head for that and made him 
fight me. He got a jolly licking, and that made 
me feel better.

Luckily it was near the end of the term, and 
I knew Muggins wasn’t coming back next term, 
so it couldn’t go on much longer.

But the fellows all cadged to get asked down 
to Muggins’ place in the holidays, and young 
Allan wrote a long letter (he stayed in all Satur
day afternoon to do it) and folded it up and hid 
it in amongst a pound of the best chocolates 
and gave it to Muggins to give his sister. I 
don’t know for certain what he said, but 
Muggins was grinning very much on Monday 
and he gave him his sister’s love and said she 
thanked him very much for the chocolates, but 
she was afraid she could not invite him down as 
she had never seen him, and besides, she couldn’t 
love him because he had got red hair.

Young Allan talked a lot of rot and uttered 
“ dark threats of suicide,” as they say in the 
story books. When I told him that he hadn’t 
the pluck to do it, he turned straight round 
and ran and jumped into Hendley Pond, 
and he couldn’t swim a stroke ; but when he 
felt how cold the water was he yelled blue 
murder, and prayed me to save him, and so I 
hauled him out. But he was jolly wet and 
miserable, and he had such a cold next morning 

that the matron kept him in bed 
for a week, and he was quite 
proud.

The day before the end of the 
term Muggins raffled the photo, 
and he got 1 3 s. 9 fd. for it. It 
was Foster Minor who got it, which 
was jolly hard for the rest, as it was 
Foster who only put in the 9fd. 
instead of a shilling, as that was 
all he had left ; but Muggins let 
him for fear he should write some 
more verses if he didn’t.

And if it hadn’t have been for
his father------. But this is how it
all came o u t : you know the day 
after the prize-giving, lots of the 
daily and weekly boarders’ fathers 
come over to fetch them home, 
and the Head gives them cake and 
wine and makes himself pleasant 
generally. .Well, Muggins senior 
turned up in the morning, in their 
dog-cart, and the Doc. had him in 
into the big schoolroom, where a 1 
the boys and masters had col
lected, some of them just going, 
some of them talking to their 
paters and uncles, and most of the 
real boarders just sitting about, not 
going till the afternoon train ; an 
the old D o c. fussing around 
amongst them all —  doing t e 
polite and the paternal.

H e was jolly nice and amiable 
Muggins, when he came in rea ).<JVHCN WE 3TOLT HOW COLD TH E W ATER WAS TIE Y E L L  EC BL U E  M URDER, 

VKD PR ATED  ME TO SAVE HIM



M U G G I N S ’ P R E T T Y  S I S T E R . 5 2 5

qajd l ie  w a s  s o r r y  h e  w a s n ’ t  c o m i n g  b a c k  a n d  
all th a t,  a n d  p a t t e d  h i m  o n  t h e  s h o u ld e r  a n d  
told h im  t o  b e  s u r e  a n d  b e h a v e  p r e t t i l y  t o  h i s  
sister i n  t h e  h o l i d a y s .  M u g g i n s  s e n i o r  l o o k e d  
up a n d  la u g h e d  w h e n  t h e  D o c .  s a id  t h a t .

‘ ‘ H is  s i s t e r ! ”  h e  s a id  l a u g h in g ,  “ u n f o r t u 
nately, h e  h a s n ’ t  o n e . ”  _

L o rd  ! y o u  s h o u ld  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  s e n s a t io n  
that l i t t l e  s e n t e n c e  m a d e .  A l l  t h e  b o y s  i n  
the ro o m  s e e m e d  t o  h e a r  i t ,  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  h o w ,  
but, a n y h o w ,  t h e y  a l l  s t o p p e d  t a l k i n g  s u d d e n l y  
and t u r n e d  a n d  s t a r e d  a t  M u g g i n s  a n d  h i s  
pater a n d  t h e  D o c .  _

I  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  l o o k i n g  a t  M u g g i n s  w h e n  
the D o c . s a id  t h a t ,  a n d  y o u  n e v e r  s a w  s u c h  a  
sight as h is  f a c e  w a s  i n  y o u r  l i f e  : f i r s t  i t  w e n t  
crim son, a n d  t h e n  a s  w h i t e  
as c h a lk ,  t h e n  a n  u n h o l y 
look ing  g r a y ,  a n d  f i n i s h e d  
up by  b e c o m in g  s t r e a k y .
And h e  g a v e  a  f u n n y  l i t t l e  
croak ing  la u g h  t h a t  w a s n ’t  
a la u g h  a t  a l l ,  a n d  h e  
said:

“ T h e r e ’s o n l y  m e  a n d  
my l i t t le  b r o t h e r  i n  t h e  
fam ily, s i r . ”

D id n ’t  t h e  o l d  D o c .  
s tare! Y o u  s e e , e v e n  h e  
had h e a rd  s o m e t h i n g  o r  
other a b o u t  t h a t  p r e c i o u s  
sister o f  M u g g in s  ;  a n d  h e  
stared a t M u g g in s ,  t h e n  
pulled o u t  h i s  g o l d - r i m m e d  
glasses a n d  p o l i s h e d  t h e m  
up, a n d  p e e r e d  a t  h i m  
th rough t h e m  ;  a n d  t h e n  
he sa id , i n  a  p u z z le d  s o r t  
of w a y :—

“ Y o u  are W a l t e r  M u g 
gins, a re  y o u  n o t  ? ”

"Y e s ,  s i r , ”  s a id  M u g 
gins, r a th e r  f a i n t l y ,  a n d  I  
could see h e  w a s  w r i g g l i n g  a l l  o v e r  w i t h  t e r r o \  

‘ A n d  y o u  h a v e n ’t  a n y  s i s t e r ? ”  w e n t  o n  t h e  
° « ,o c ' ’ l ° ° k ’ n g  q u i t e  b e w i l d e r e d .
■, ^ ° >  s ’ r , ”  w h is p e r e d  M u g g i n s ,  l o o k i n g  q u i t e

O f  c o u rs e  n o t !  W h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n ? ”  s a id  
• lu g g in s  s e n io r ,  s h a r p ly '.

in th  w a s  a  d r e a d f u l  p a u s e ,  a n d  s u d d e n l y
ih •C s ‘ ' e n c e  ( s o m e  o f  t h e m  s a id  a f t e r w a r d s  

a i t  w a s  y o u n g  A l l a n ,  b u t  I  w o u l d  s t a k e  m y  
^ 7  i t  w a s  F o s t e r  M i n o r )

1 h e n  w h o  is  M a r g u e r i t e  ? ”  s a id  a  v o i c e  i n  
a ® s { ia in „ g  s o r t  o f  w a y .

whe U^ ' n s  ' 0 0 ’<ed  u p  f o r  j u s t  a  s e c o n d ,  a n d  
at ^  s a w  a l l  t h o s e  e y e s  s t a r i n g  a n d  g l a r i n g

d u c k e d  h i s  h e a d  d o w n  o n  h i s  a r m  a n d  b e g a n  t o  
b l u b .

D i d n ’ t  M u g g in s  s e n i o r  l o o k  j o l l y  w i l d ! I  
s h o u l d n ’ t  h a v e  c a r e d  t o  h a v e  h i m  f o r  a  f a t h e r ; 
h e  d i d n ’ t  l o o k  t h e  s o r t  t h a t  w o u ld  s t a n d  m u c h  
n o n s e n s e .  P e r h a p s  t h a t  w a s  w h a t  h a d  m a d e  
M u g .  s u c h  a  f u n k y  l i t t l e  b e a s t .

“ W h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n  b y  a l l  t h i s ,  s i r ? ”  h e  
s a id  s h o r t l y .  “  W h o  is  M a r g u e r i t e  ? ”

M u g .  b l u b b e d  s o  h a r d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d n ’ t  
a n s w e r .

“ A n s w e r  m e ,  s i r ! ”  s a id  h i s  p a t e r .
“ I — d o n ’ t — k n o w ! ” g a s p e d  M u g . ,  a n d  b l u b b e d  

w o r s e  t h a n  e v e r .
J o v e 1 i t  w a s  r i p p i n g  t o  s e e  a l l  t h o s e  b o y s ’ 

fa c e s .  Y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  k n o c k e d  h a l f  o f  t h e m

TELL ME, SIR, THIS INSTANT I "  HE SAID, SAVAGELY, “ WHO IS THIS MAHGEEIUTE ? ”

j u s t  g a v e  a  s o r t  o f  a b je c t  h o w l ,  a n d

d o w n  w i t h  a  f e a t h e r  w h e n  h e  c a m e  o u t  w i t h  
t h a t ,  a n d  I  h a d  t o  s t u f f  m y  h a n d k e r c h i e f  h a l f 
w a y  d o w n  m y  t h r o a t  t o  k e e p  m e  f r o m  e x p l o d i n g .  

I  w o u l d n ’ t  h a v e  m is s e d  i t  f o r  a  f i v e r .  
“ E x p l a i n ,  s i r ! ”  s a id  M u g g in s  s e n i o r  c u r H y .
“ I — n e v e r  S lid — sh e— was my sister,” blubbed 

M u g g in s .  “  B u r k e  said sh e— was,— and I said 
n o — s h e  wasn’t— at first— b - b u t  they d id n ’t—  
believe— an d — and so I — let them  think so ! 
I wish I was dead ; 0 I1, I d o ! ”

T h e  o l d  D o c .  l o o k e d  t o u c h e d — h e  a lw a y s  w a s  
a  t e n d e r - h e a r t e d  o l d  b o u n d e r ,  a n d  h a t e d  t o  
c a n e  a n y  o f  u s  u n le s s  i t  w a s  f o r  a n y t h i n g  s h a d y ,  
a n d  t h e n  h e  w a s  r a m p a n t — b u t  M u g g i n s  s e n i o r  
d i d n ’ t ; l i e  j u s t  t o o k  h o l d  o f  t h e  p o o r  b e g g a r ’ s  
s h o u ld e r  a n d  s h o o k  h i m  t i l l  h e  h o w l e d
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“ Tell me, sir, this instant!” he said savagely. 
“  Who is this Marguerite ? ”

“  0\v !” howled Muggins, “ I— I — got her out 
of— a pen ny-in-the-slot machine ! ”

And when he said that, it was too much for 
me, and I went off like a bottle of ginger-beer 
in the hot weather, and, of course, I had to 
bunk out of the room, and so I missed the end, 
which was jolly hard lines.

But the fellows told me all about it after
wards. They said the old Head pitied Mug. 
because he blubbed s o ; he was afraid he would 
make himself ill, and he wanted to take him 
away and give him time to recover; but 
Muggins senior wouldn’t hear of it, and he 
made him blab it all out before the whole 
school, every word.

O f course, when we came to think of it, he 
hadn't told us a lie in the first instance; it was

all that ass of a Burke taking things for granted 
in that way. A t first Mug. had never dreamt of 
keeping it up and taking us all in like that ■ but 
when he found how polite the chaps had growt) 
all of a sudden, and then what a jolly fine thin« 
he made of it, the beggar was only too glad to 
keep mum, and I don’t wonder either.

But to think that the beautiful, amiable 
Marguerite, who was so fond of sweets and 
tarts should be only a penny auto-photo after 
all! Jove! didn’t it make ine ache! and 
wasn’t it a glorious sell for those fellows, and 
didn’t they look fools— it makes me split again 
whenever I think of it !

It served them jolly well right, too, for bein’ 
such beastly spoons, though I didn’t think 
Muggins had it in him to do i t ; but it was 
the best joke I ever knew, and I was jolly glad, 
because I always said that all girls were rot!

M a r i o n  W a r d ,

“ MY PROFESSION.”
{Contributed by readers of “ The Captain.”

BANKING.

As it is the aim of agriculturists to make two 
blades of grass grow where one grew before, so 
the system of banking has increased the powers 
of real coins of the realm by adding to them an 
enormous increment of fictitious money in the 
shape of credit, which makes innumerable trans
actions possible which were not so formerly ; and 
banks have become a necessity of the age. Their 
four great functions are :—To exchange money, 
lend money, borrow money, and transmit money.

The large number of banks which now exist form 
a regular network of communication throughout 
and for the benefit of the country, and the distri
bution of its wealth where it is needed.

A youth generally enters a bank when he is 
about seventeen years old, and in most offices is 
apprenticed for from three to five years, at the end 
of which time he becomes a clerk, and ascends by 
annual “ rises ” until he reaches the end of a scale 
of salary, after which his promotion depends on 
his ability. If he has a pleasant manner and 
smart appearance, he is then probably made a 
cashier ; and afterwards a good knowledge of the 
system of the hooks and management of the office 
procures for him the post of accountant.

The next step is to the increased responsibility 
of a manager. The final goal after this is attained 
by very few— the position of general manager of 
the head office and branches.

In head offices, however, there are posts such as

heads of departments (Bill Departments, Advance 
Departments, etc.); and every bank has a certain 
number of inspectors, whose work is to go around 
the branches seeing that everything is straight 
and in order.

The checking system is a very strong one, and 
comparatively few cases of fraud occur inside a 
bank, considering the number of officials : for 
instance, the cashiers— who are in charge of the 
money— are not allowed to do any work in connec
tion with the chief books.

Most banks encourage their clerks by offering 
a pecuniary incentive to them to pass the examina
tions in banking practice and law, of which there 
are two—the preliminary and final. These are 
promoted by the Institute of Bankers, who aho 
publish a monthly magazine containing the current 
questions and judgments of the day, and who 
protect bankers generally.

The chief drawback to the clerk is the groove 
into which he glides, owing to the mechanic 
work he is engaged upon ; and it is well to try an 
overcome that tendency, and take an intelligent 
interest in the work of the other departments o 
the office in his spare moments, and keep we 
posted up in the constantly increasing law cases 

(as they affect banking) of the day : all of w IIC 
w ill  pave the way to the less m echanical, but mot 
lucrative, posts at the top of the ladder.

V a u g h a n  B owen-



WHEN YOU LEAVE SCHOOL
C o n d u c t e d  b y  A. E. M a n n in g  F oste r .

No. XII. — ENG INEERS,  CONSTRUCTORS, AND M AR INES  IN THE
ROYAL NAVY.

FROM the large number of letters that reach 
me every week containing questions about 

' the profession of engineer in the Royal Navy,
I gather that this branch of the Service is very 
popular with many of my readers. As regards 
pay, position, and pension, the position of the 
naval engineer has much improved of late years, 
and offers excellent prospects for anyone who 
has a liking for mechanical and scientific studies, 
and who is not afraid of hard manual work. 
The engineer in the Navy now ranks as a com
missioned officer. H e is on the same footing as 
the lieutenant and captain of the vessel. A l
though his training 
is longer and more 
thorough than that 
of any other naval 
officer, the cost of 
qualifying is not so 
great, which a c 
counts for the popu
larity of the profes
sion with many 
parents who cannot 
afford the many ex
penses i nci dental  
to the l i f e  o f  a 
“middy.”

Most of the va
cancies for engineer 
students in the Navy 
are filled by means 
of c o m p e t i t i v e  
examinations. These examinations are open to 
the sons of all British subjects, or of parents 
naturalised in the United Kingdom. A  few 
nominations are given by the Lords of the 
Admiralty to the sons of officers of the Navy or 
Army, arid also three studentships are annually 
given to the sons of colonials on the recom
mendation of the Secretary of State for the 
bolonies. Candidates must be not less than 
ourteen and not more than seventeen years of 

T lie examinations take place before the 
ivil Service Commissioners in the month of 
pnl in London, Liverpool, Portsmouth, Devon

s '  Birmingham, Manchester, Newcastle-on- 
yne, Edinburgh, and Dublin. An entrance 

if" must be paid by each candidate.
E e] Sl,^ 'ects f°r examination are— Arithmetic, 

uglish (including handwriting), grammar and
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dictation, and reading aloud. These have first 
place on the list, and any candidate failing to 
pass in all of these will be disqualified. Stam
mering or indistinct enunciation will disqualify. 
Thefurther subjects are French, or Germari, or 
Italjan^translation into English); Latin; elemen
tary chemistry and physics; geography (including 
physical geography); algebra up to quadratic 
equations; Euclid, Books I.— IV., and Book VI., 
and definitions of Book V .; drawing (freehand). 
To pass the examinations successfully, at least 
45  per cent, of the total marks must be obtained. 
Successful candidates have to pass a very severe

me d i c a l  examina
tion, have to be re
v a c c i n a t e d ,  and 
must produce cer
tificates of age and 
character.

An engineer stu
dent, then, has his 
name entered on 
the books of the 
g ua r d s hi p  of  the 
depotshipat Devon- 
port, where he un
dergoes a training 
of five years, resid
ing at the training 
school at Keyham. 
The e duc at i onal  
fees are ^ 4 0  per 
year, except in the 

case of the students nominated by the Board 
of Admiralty, who are received at ^ 2 5  a 
year. In addition to this, a special outfit 
has to be purchased, which will cost about 
^ 1 5 , and a sum of something like ^ 2 5  per 
year must be allowed for renewal of uniform 
and other clothes, washing, and subscrip 
tions to various funds and clubs. Students 
receive a small allowance during their training, 
is. per week during the first year, 2s. per week 
for the second year, and increasing every year 
up to 8 s. a week in the fifth. Each student, 
whose conduct and progress have been satis
factory, is allowed six weeks’ leave on full pay 
each year— four weeks at midsummer, and two 
weeks at Christmas.

At the end of the second year a preliminary 
examination is held, when those who fail to

“ Navy and Army."
IBATALOAB."
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“  T e l l  m e ,  s i r ,  t h i s  i n s t a n t ! ”  l i e  s a id  s a v a g e ly .  
“  W h o  is  t h i s  M a r g u e r i t e  ? ”

“ O w  ! ”  h o w le d  M u g g in s ,  “ I — I — got her ou t  

of— a penny-in-the-slot machine l  ”
A n d  w h e n  h e  s a id  t h a t ,  i t  w a s  t o o  m u c h  f o r  

m e ,  a n d  I  w e n t  o f f  l i k e  a  b o t t l e  o f  g i n g e r - b e e r  
i n  t h e  h o t  w e a t h e r ,  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  I  h a d  t o  
b u n k  o u t  o f  t h e  r o o m ,  a n d  s o  I  m i s s e d  t h e  e n d ,  
w h i c h  w a s  j o l l y  h a r d  l i n e s .

B u t  t h e  f e l l o w s  t o l d  m e  a l l  a b o u t  i t  a f t e r 
w a r d s .  T h e y  s a id  t h e  o l d  H e a d  p i t i e d  M u g .  
b e c a u s e  h e  b l u b b e d  s o  : h e  w a s  a f r a i d  h e  w o u l d  
m a k e  h i m s e l f  i l l ,  a n d  h e  w a n t e d  t o  t a k e  h i m  
a w a y  a n d  g i v e  h i m  t i m e  t o  r e c o v e r ; b u t  
M u g g i n s  s e n i o r  w o u l d n ’ t  h e a r  o f  i t ,  a n d  h e  
m a d e  h i m  b l a b  i t  a l l  o u t  b e f o r e  t h e  w h o le  
s c h o o l ,  e v e r y  w o r d .

O f  c o u r s e ,  w h e n  w e  c a m e  t o  t h i n k  o f  i t ,  h e . 
h a d n ’t  t o l d  u s  a  l i e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ;  i t  w a s

a l l  t h a t  a s s  o f  a  B u r k e  t a k i n g  t h in g s  fo r  granted 
i n  t h a t  w a y .  A t  f i r s t  M u g .  h a d  n e v e r  dreamt o f 
k e e p in g  i t  u p  a n d  t a k i n g  u s  a l l  i n  l i k e  t h a t '  bu t 
w h e n  h e  f o u n d  h o w  p o l i t e  t h e  c h a p s  h a d  grown 
a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n ,  a n d  t h e n  w h a t  a  j o l l y  f in e  th in "  
h e  m a d e  o f  i t ,  t h e  b e g g a r  w a s  o n ly  to o  g la d  to 
k e e p  m u m ,  a n d  I  d o n ’ t  w o n d e r  e i th e r .

B u t  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  b e a u t i f u l ,  amiable 
M a r g u e r i t e ,  w h o  w a s  s o  f o n d  o f  sw e e ts  and 
t a r t s  s h o u l d  b e  o n l y  a  p e n n y  a u to - p h o to  after 
a l l !  J o v e !  d i d n ’ t  i t  m a k e  m e  a c h e !  and 
w a s n ’ t  i t  a  g l o r i o u s  s e l l  f o r  t h o s e  fe llo w s , and 
d i d n ’t  t h e y  l o o k  f o o l s — i t  m a k e s  m e  s p l i t  again 
w h e n e v e r  I  t h i n k  o f  i t !

I t  s e r v e d  t h e m  j o l l y  w e l l  r i g h t ,  t o o ,  fo r  be in '’ 
s u c h  b e a s t l y  s p o o n s ,  t h o u g h  I  d i d n ’t  th in k  
M u g g i n s  h a d  i t  i n  h i m  t o  d o  i t ; b u t  i t  was 
t h e  b e s t  j o k e  I  e v e r  k n e w ,  a n d  I  w a s  jo l l y  glad, 
b e c a u s e  I  a lw a y s  s a id  t h a t  a l l  g i r l s  w e re  r o t !

M a r io n  W a r d .

“ MY PROFESSION.”
(Contributed by readers of “ The Captain 

BANKING.
A s  i t  is  t h e  a im  o f  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s  t o  m a k e  t w o  

b la d e s  o f  g r a s s  g r o w  w h e r e  o n e  g r e w  b e f o r e ,  s o  
t h e  s y s t e m  o f  b a n k i n g  h a s  in c r e a s e d  t h e  p o w e r s  
o f  r e a l  c o in s  o f  t h e  r e a lm  b y  a d d i n g  t o  t h e m  a n  
e n o r m o u s  in c r e m e n t  o f  f i c t i t i o u s  m o n e y  i n  t h e  
s h a p e  o f  c r e d i t ,  w h i c h  m a k e s  in n u m e r a b le  t r a n s 
a c t io n s  p o s s ib le  w h i c h  w e r e  n o t  s o  f o r m e r l y  ; a n d  
b a n k s  h a v e  b e c o m e  a  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t h e  a g e .  T h e i r  
f o u r  g r e a t  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  T o  e x c h a n g e  m o n e y ,  
l e n d  m o n e y ,  b o r r o w  m o n e y ,  a n d  t r a n s m i t  m o n e y .

T h e  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  b a n k s  w h i c h  n o w  e x i s t  f o r m  
a  r e g u la r  n e t w o r k  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n  t h r o u g h o u t  
a n d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  t h e  d i s t r i 
b u t i o n  o f  i t s  w e a l t h  w h e r e  i t  is  n e e d e d .

A  y o u t h  g e n e r a l l y  e n t e r s  a  b a n k  w h e n  h e  is  
a b o u t  s e v e n te e n  y e a r s  o l d ,  a n d  i n  m o s t  o f f ic e s  is  
a p p r e n t i c e d  f o r  f r o m  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  y e a r s ,  a t  t h e  e n d  
o f  w h i c h  t i m e  h e  b e c o m e s  a  c le r k ,  a n d  a s c e n d s  b y  
a n n u a l  “ r is e s  ”  u n t i l  h e  r e a c h e s  t h e  e n d  o f  a  s c a le  
o f  s a la r y ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  h i s  p r o m o t i o n  d e p e n d s  o n  
h i s  a b i l i t y .  I f  h e  h a s  a  p le a s a n t  m a n n e r  a n d  
s m a r t  a p p e a r a n c e ,  h e  is  t h e n  p r o b a b l y  m a d e  a  
c a s h i e r ; a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  a  g o o d  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  
s y s t e m  o f  t h e  b o o k s  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  o f f ic e  
p r o c u r e s  f o r  h i m  t h e  p o s t  o f  a c c o u n t a n t .

T h e  n e x t  s t e p  is  t o  t h e  in c r e a s e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o f  a  m a n a g e r .  T h e  f i n a l  g o a l  a f t e r  t h i s  is  a t t a i n e d  
b y  v e r y  f e w — t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  g e n e r a l  m a n a g e r  o f  
t h e  h e a d  o f f ic e  a u d  b r a n c h e s .

I n  h e a d  o f f ic e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  p o s t s  s u c h  a s

h e a d s  o f  d e p a r t m e n t s  ( B i l l  D e p a r tm e n t s ,  Advance 
D e p a r t m e n t s ,  e t c . ) ; a n d  e v e r y  b a n k  h a s  a  certain 
n u m b e r  o f  i n s p e c t o r s ,  w h o s e  w o r k  is  to  go  around 
t h e  b r a n c h e s  s e e in g  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  is  stra ight 
a n d  i n  o r d e r .  .

T h e  c h e c k i n g  s y s t e m  is  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  one, and 
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  f e w  c a s e s  o f  f r a u d  o c c u r  ins ide  a 
b a n k ,  c o n s id e r in g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  o f f ic ia ls  : for 
in s t a n c e ,  t h e  c a s h ie r s — w h o  a r e  in  c h a rg e  o f the 
m o n e y — a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  d o  a n y  w o r k  in  connec
t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c h ie f  b o o k s .  .

M o s t  b a n k s  e n c o u r a g e  t h e i r  c le r k s  b y  offering 
a  p e c u n ia r y  i n c e n t i v e  t o  t h e m  t o  p a s s  th e  examina
t i o n s  i n  b a n k i n g  p r a c t i c e  a n d  la w ,  o f  w h ic h  there 
a r e  t w o — t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  a n d  f in a l .  These are 
p r o m o t e d  b y  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  B a n k e r s ,  w ho abo 
p u b l i s h  a  m o n t h l y  m a g a z in e  c o n t a in in g  th e  current 
q u e s t io n s  a n d  j u d g m e n t s  o f  t h e  d a y ,  a n d  who 
p r o t e c t  b a n k e r s  g e n e r a l l y .

T h e  c h ie f  d r a w b a c k  t o  t h e  c le r k  is  th e  groove 
i n t o  w h i c h  h e  g l i d e s ,  o w in g  t o  t h e  mechanics 
w o r k  h e  is  e n g a g e d  u p o n  ; a n d  i t  is  w e l l  to  try an 
o v e r c o m e  t h a t  t e n d e n c y ,  a n d  t a k e  a n  in te  igca 
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  o t h e r  d e p a rtm e n  
t h e  o f f ic e  i n  h i s  s p a r e  m o m e n ts ,  a n d  keep ^  
p o s t e d  u p  i n  t h e  c o n s t a n t l y  in c r e a s in g  la w  c . '  
( a s  t h e y  a f f e c t  b a n k i n g )  o f  t h e  d a y  : a l l  o f  *  
w i l l  p a v e  t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  le s s  m e c h a n ic a l,  bu 
l u c r a t i v e ,  p o s t s  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  la d d e r .

V a u g h a n  Boffs*-

.Mr
V^ ' t1vi
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WHEN YOU LEAVE SCHOOL.
C o n d u c t e d  b y  A .  E .  M a n n in g  F o st e r .

No. X I I . — ENGINEERS, CONSTRUCTORS, AND MARINES IN THE
ROYAL NAVY.

FR O M  t h e  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  l e t t e r s  t h a t  r e a c h  
m e  e v e r y  w e e k  c o n t a i n i n g  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  

' t h e p r o f e s s i o n o f e n g i n e e r  i n  t h e  R o y a l  N a v y ,
I  g a th e r  t h a t  t h i s  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  S e r v ic e  is  v e r y  
p o p u la r  w i t h  m a n y  o f  m y  r e a d e r s .  A s  r e g a r d s  
pay, p o s i t io n ,  a n d  p e n s io n ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
nava l e n g in e e r  h a s  m u c h  i m p r o v e d  o f  l a t e  y e a r s ,  
and o f fe rs  e x c e l l e n t  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  a n y o n e  w h o  
has a l i k i n g  f o r  m e c h a n i c a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d ie s ,  
and w h o  is  n o t  a f r a i d  o f  h a r d  m a n u a l  w o r k .  
T h e  e n g in e e r  i n  t h e  N a v y  n o w  r a n k s  a s  a  c o m 
m is s io n e d  o f f i c e r .  H e  is  o n  t h e  s a m e  f o o t i n g  a s  
the l i e u t e n a n t  a n d  c a p t a in  o f  t h e  v e s s e l .  A l 
th o u g h  h is  t r a i n i n g  
is lo n g e r  a n d  m o r e  
th o ro u g h  t h a n  t h a t  
o f a n y  o t h e r  n a v a l  
o ffice r, t h e  c o s t  o f  
q u a l ify in g  is  n o t  s o  
g r e a t ,  w h i c h  a c 
coun ts  fo r  t h e  p o p u 
la r ity  o f  t h e  p r o f e s 
s i o n  w i t h  m a n y  
pa ren ts  w h o  c a n n o t  
a ffo rd  th e  m a n y  e x 
penses i n c i d e n t a l  
to  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  
“ m id d y . ”

M o s t  o f  t h e  v a 
canc ies  l o r  e n g i n e e r  
s tu d e n ts  in  t h e  N a v y  
are f i l le d  b y  m e a n s
o f c o m p e t i t i v e
e x a m in a t io n s .  T h e s e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a r e  o p e n  t o  
th e  s o n s  o f  a l l  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s ,  o r  o f  p a r e n t s  
n a tu ra lis e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m .  A  f e w  
n o m in a t io n s  a r e  g i v e n  b y  t h e  L o r d s  o f  t h e  
A d m ir a l t y  t o  t h e  s o n s  o f  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  N a v y  o r  
A rm y , a n d  a ls o  t h r e e  s t u d e n t s h i p s  a r e  a n n u a l l y  
g iven  t o  t h e  s o n s  o f  c o l o n i a l s  o n  t h e  r e c o m 
m e n d a t io n  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  
C o lo n ie s . C a n d id a t e s  m u s t  b e  n o t  le s s  t h a n  
o u r te e n  a n d  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s  o f  

®jje- H i e  e x a m in a t i o n s  t a k e  p la c e  b e f o r e  t h e  
lv i l  S e r v ic e  C o m m is s i o n e r s  i n  t h e  m o n t h  o f  
P n l in  L o n d o n ,  L i v e r p o o l ,  P o r t s m o u t h ,  D e v o n -  

P0^  B i r m in g h a m ,  M a n c h e s t e r ,  N e w c a s t le - o n -  
j. ^ n e > E d i n b u r g h ,  a n d  D u b l i n .  A n  e n t r a n c e  
i f  ° *  £ l m u s t  b e  p a id  b y  e a c h  c a n d id a t e .  
E er sf k j f c ts  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  a r e — A r i t h m e t i c ,  

nS is h  ( i n c l u d i n g  h a n d w r i t i n g ) ,  g r a m m a r  a n d

d i c t a t i o n ,  a n d  r e a d in g  a l o u d .  T h e s e  h a v e  f i r s t  
p l a c e  o n  t h e  l i s t ,  a n d  a n y  c a n d id a t e  f a i l i n g  t o  
p a s s  i n  a l l  o f  t h e s e  w i l l  b e  d i s q u a l i f i e d .  S t a m 
m e r i n g  o r  i n d i s t i n c t  e n u n c i a t i o n  w i l l  d i s q u a l i f y .  
T h e f i u r t h e r  s u b je c t s  a r e  F r e n c h ,  o r  G e r m a n ' ,  o r  
I t a l j a n ^ t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  E n g l i s h ) ;  L a t i n ;  e l e m e n 
t a r y  c h e m i s t r y  a n d  p h y s i c s ;  g e o g r a p h y  ( i n c l u d i n g  
p h y s r c a i  g e o g r a p h y ) ;  a l g e b r a  u p  t o  q u a d r a t i c  
e q u a t i o n s ;  E u c l i d ,  B o o k s  I . — I V . ,  a n d  B o o k  V I . ,  
a n d  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  B o o k  V . ;  d r a w i n g  ( f r e e h a n d ) .  
T o  p a s s  t h e  e x a m in a t i o n s  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  a t  le a s t  
4 5  p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  t o t a l  m a r k s  m u s t  b e  o b t a i n e d .  
S u c c e s s f u l  c a n d id a t e s  h a v e  t o  p a s s  a  v e r y  s e v e r e

m e d i c a l  e x a m in a 
t i o n ,  h a v e  t o  b e  r e 
v a c c i n a t e d ,  a n d  
m u s t  p r o d u c e  c e r 
t i f i c a t e s  o f  a g e  a n d  
c h a r a c t e r .

A n  e n g i n e e r  s t u 
d e n t ,  t h e n ,  h a s  h i s  
n a m e  e n t e r e d  o n  
t h e  b o o k s  o f  t h e  
g u a r d s h i p  o f  t h e  
d e p o t s h i p a t  D e v o n -  
p o r t ,  w h e r e  h e  u n 
d e r g o e s  a  t r a i n i n g  
o f  f i v e  y e a r s ,  r e s i d 
i n g  a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
s c h o o l  a t  K e y h a m .  
T h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
fe e s  a r e  ^ 4 0  p e r  
y e a r ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  

c a s e  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  n o m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  
o f  A d m i r a l t y ,  w h o  a r e  r e c e i v e d  a t  ^ 2 5  a  
y e a r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  a  s p e c ia l  o u t f i t  
h a s  t o  b e  p u r c h a s e d ,  w h i c h  w i l l  c o s t  a b o u t  
^ r 5 ,  a n d  a  s u m  o f  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  ^ 2 5  p e r  
y e a r  m u s t  b e  a l l o w e d  f o r  r e n e w a l  o f  u n i f o r m  
a n d  o t h e r  c lo t h e s ,  w a s h in g ,  a n d  s u b s c r i p  
t i o n s  t o  v a r io u s  f u n d s  a n d  c lu b s .  S t u d e n t s  
r e c e i v e  a  s m a l l  a l l o w a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g ,  
i s .  p e r  w e e k  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  2 s . p e r  w e e k  
f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r ,  a n d  i n c r e a s in g  e v e r y  y e a r  
u p  t o  8 s . a  w e e k  i n  t h e  f i f t h .  E a c h  s t u d e n t ,  
w h o s e  c o n d u c t  a n d  p r o g r e s s  h a v e  b e e n  s a t is 
f a c t o r y ,  i s  a l l o w e d  s ix  w e e k s ’ le a v e  o n  f u l l  p a y  
e a c h  y e a r — f o u r  w e e k s  a t  m i d s u m m e r ,  a n d  t w o  
w e e k s  a t  C h r i s t m a s .

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r  a  p r e l im in a r * "  
e x a m i n a t i o n  is h e ld ,  w h e n  t h o s e  who f a i l  to.

gyvy & v V 1 <7 .• • .'.'lU B pB gM L'o
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o b t a i n  4 0  p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  m a r k s  
w i l l  b e  d i s c h a r g e d ,  u n le s s  t h e y  a r e  a l l o w e d ,  o w in g  
t o  s o m e  g o o d  c a u s e ,  t o  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  l o w e r  
d i v i s i o n  f o r  a n o t h e r  y e a r .  B u t  n o  s t u d e n t  is  
p e r m i t t e d  t o  r e m a i n  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  s i x  y e a r s .

A t  t h e  f i n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  h e ld  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  
t h e  f i f t h  y e a r ,  t h e  f u t u r e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  
d e p e n d s  u p o n  h i s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  l i s t .  P r o m o t i o n  
g o e s  b y  s e n i o r i t y ,  a n d  t h e  m e a s u r e  o f  s u c c e s s  
i n  t h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n  w i l l  g r e a t l y  a f f e c t  h i s  p r o s 
p e c t s .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  
c la s s e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o r d e r  o f  m e r i t .  T h o s e  
w h o  o b t a i n  6 0  p e r  c e n t ,  o f  . 
t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  m a r k s  
w i l l  j o i n  t h e  R o y a l  N a v a l  
C o l l e g e  a t  G r e e n w ic h  f o r  
f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  w h i c h  
m e a n s  b e t t e r  p a y  a n d  o p 
p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  q u i c k e r  p r o 
m o t i o n .  S t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  
s e c o n d  o r  t h i r d  c la s s e s  r e 
m a i n  i n  t h e  S t e a m  R e s e r v e  
a t  D e v o n p o r t ,  a n d  a r e  a p 
p o i n t e d  t o  s h ip s  a s  v a c a n 
c ie s  o c c u r .  T h o s e  w h o  
s c o r e  u n d e r  3 0  p e r  c e n t ,  a t  
t h e  f i n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  a r e  n o  
l o n g e r  r e t a i n e d .

S t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  R o y a l  
N a v a l  C o l l e g e ,  G r e e n w ic h ,  
a r e  a g a in  e x a m in e d  a t  t h e  
e n d  o f  t h e i r  f i r s t  s e s s io n  
t h e r e ,  a n d  a r e  g r a n t e d  f i r s t ,  
s e c o n d  o r  t h i r d  c la s s  c e r t i f i 
c a t e s ,  b y  w h i c h  c o u n t  
t w e l v e ,  s i x j  o r  t h r e e  m o n t h s

o f  t h e  p r o b a t io n a r y  l im e  o f 
p r o m o t i o n .  '

T h e r e  is  a ls o  a n o th e r  way 
o f  e n t e r i n g  t h e  N a v y  as an 
e n g in e e r ,  v iz . ,  b y  d i r e c t  ap
p o i n t m e n t ,  w h e n  th e  c a n d i
d a t e  b e c o m e s  a  p ro b a t io n a ry  
a s s is t a n t - e n g in e e r .  T o  enter 
i n  t h i s  m a n n e r  t h e  c a n d id a te  
m u s t  h a v e  p a s s e d  a  f u l l  course 
i n  e n g i n e e r in g  a t  s o m e  recog
n i s e d  c o l l e g e .  H e  m u s t  be 
a  B r i t i s h  s u b je c t ,  a n d  b e  be
t w e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f  tw e n ty -o n e  
a n d  t w e n t y - ' t h r e e ,  a n d  he 
m u s t  p a s s  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  
e x a m in a t i o n  a t  t h e  R o y a l 
N a v a l  C o l l e g e ,  G re e n w ic h ,  in 
J u n e .

A s  f o r  t h e  p a y  o f  th is  
b r a n c h  o f  t h e  s e r v ic e ,  i t  is  as 
f o l l o w s  : A s s is t a n t  eng inee rs  
r e c e i v e  7 s . 6 d .  p e r  d a y , and 

a f t e r  f i v e  y e a r s ’  s e r v i c e  a r e  e l i g i b l e  fo r  the 
p o s i t i o n  o f  e n g in e e r ,  w h e n  t h e y  r e c e iv e  from  
9 s .  t o  1 2 s . p e r  d a y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  le n g th  o f  ser
v ic e .  T h e y  m a y  r is e ,  a s  v a c a n c ie s  o c c u r , to 
f l e e t ,  s t a f f ,  a n d  c h i e f  e n g in e e r s ,  w i t h  p a y  rang ing  
f r o m  1 4 s .  t o  £ 1  6 s .  p e r  d a y ,  a n d  in sp e c to rs  
o f  m a c h in e s  w i t h  £ 1  1 5 s . p e r  d a y .  E x tra  
p a y  is  g i v e n  o n  a c t i v e  s e r v i c e  t o  e n g in e e rs  in  
c h a r g e .

I t  w i l l  t h u s  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  e n g in e e r  s tud en t 
b e c o m e s  i m m e d i a t e l y  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  a n d  has a 
c e r t a i n  p r o s p e c t  o f  a  p e n s io n .

.Voi'if and Army,'
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STUDENTS i n  n a v a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

T h e  ( o r p s  o f  n a v a l  c o n s t r u c t o r s  is  r e c r u i t e d  
fro m  t l . '  r a n k s  o f  t h e  e n g i n e e r  s t u d e n t s .  T w o  
a p p o in tm e n ts  a r e  g i v e n  y e a r l y  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
w h o  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  t h e i r  
t r a in in g  a t  D e v o n p o r t  h a v e  s h o w n  s p e c ia l  a b i l i t y .  
Students a p p o in t e d  m u s t  e n t e r  i n t o  a  b o n d  o f  
^ 5 0 0  t o  s e r v e  a s  a s s i s t a n t  c o n s t r u c t o r s ,  a n d  n o t  
to  le a v e  t h e  N a v y  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e y  h a v e  
finished t h e i r  t r a i n i n g .  T h e y  a r e  l i a b l e  t o  s e r v e  
at a n y  f o r e ig n  n a v a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  a n d  m a y  
also b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  g o  t o  s e a  f o r  a  t e r m ,  w h e n  
th e y  r a n k  a s  a s s i s t a n t  e n g i n e e r ,  a n d  r e c e i v e  a  
,.um  o f  , £ 5 0  f o r  u n i f o r m  a n d  o u t f i t .

T h e y  s e r v e  f o u r  y e a r s  a s  t h i r d - c l a s s  a s s i s t a n t  
c o n s t r u c to rs ,  a n d  t h e n ,  i f  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s  b e  
s a t is fa c to ry ,  t h e y  b e c o m e  s e c o n d - c la s s  a s s is t 
ants. T h e  p a y  o f  t h i r d - c l a s s  a s s i s t a n t  c o n 
s tru c to rs  is  £ 1 1 0  t o  ^ 1 5 0  p e r  y e a r ;  s e c o n d  
class, £ 1 6 0  t o  ^ 2 4 0 ;  f i r s t  c la s s ,  ^ 2 5 0  t o  
^ 3 0 0 .  C o n s t r u c t o r s  r e c e i v e  ^ 4 0 0  t o  . ^ 5 5 0  
a n d  a  h o u s e  ; c h i e f  c o n s t r u c t o r s ,  £ t o o  t o  £ 8 5 0  
and a  h o u s e .  T h e  s e n i o r  c h i e f  c o n s t r u c t o r  
re c e iv e s  , £ 8 5 0  t o  ^ 1 , 0 0 0 ;  a n d  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  
N a v a l C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  w h o  is  a l s o  A s s i s t a n t  C o n 
t r o l le r  o f  t h e  N a v y  a n d  a  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f f i c i a l ,  
re c e ive s  f r o m  ^ 1 , 5 0 0  t o  ^ 1 , 8 0 0 .

T h e  N a v a l  C o n s t r u c t i o n  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  S e r v ic e  
g ro w s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  e v e r y  y e a r ,  a n d  
w ill c o n t in u e  t o  d o  s o  w h i l e  i m p r o v e d  m e t h o d s  
o f  s h ip  b u i l d i n g  a r e  d i s c o v e r e d .

ROYAL MARINE OFFICERS.

T h e  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  M a r i n e s  w e r e  l o o k e d  u p o n  
as th e  m o s t  f i t t i n g  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  S e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  
fo o l o f  t h e  f a m i l y  h a s  l o n g  g o n e  p a s t ,  a n d  a  
c o m m is s io n  n o w  i n  t h e  R o y a l  M a r i n e  A r t i l l e r y  
in v o lv e s  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  a b i l i t y  a n d  h a r d  w o r k .  
T h e  e x a m in a t io n s  f o r  c a n d id a t e s  f o r  t h e  M a r i n e s  
ta k e  p la c e  t w ic e  a  y e a r ,  i n  J u n e  a n d  N o v e m b e r ,  
b e fo re  t h e  C i v i l  S e r v ic e  C o m m is s i o n e r s .  C a n 
d id a te s  m u s t  b e  i n  s o u n d  h e a l t h ,  f r o m  1 6  t o  1 8  
years o f  a g e ,  a n d  o f  p u r e  E u r o p e a n  b i r t h .  
A p p l ic a t io n s  f o r  t h i s  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  N a v y  m u s t  
be m a d e  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ,  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  C o m 
m is s io n e rs ,  W e s t m in s t e r ,  S . W . ,  w h o  w i l l  s u p p l y  
th e  r e q u is i t e  f o r m s  t o  b e  f i l l e d  u p .  T h e  c a n d i 
d a te ’s n a m e  m u s t  a l s o  b e  s e n t  i n  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
o f  th e  A d m i r a l t y .

A f t e r  b e in g  a p p o i n t e d ,  a  c a n d i d a t e  g o e s  t o  
|h e  R o y a l  N a v a i  C o l l e g e  a t  G r e e n w ic h  a s  s e c o n d  
■ eu te n a n t. A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s io n  a n  

e x a m in a t io n  h a s  t o  b e  p a s s e d ;  a n d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  
th e  s c r o n d  s e s s io n ,  i f  h i s  c o n d u c t  h a s  b e e n  
s a t is fa c to ry ,  h e  w i l l  g o  t o  H .M . S .  E x c e lle n t  f o r  
n a v a l g u n n e r y  a n d  t o r p e d o  i n s t r u c t i o n .  O n  
p a ss in g  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  i n  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s ,  h e  
c m  o b t a i n  t h e  r a n k  o f  l i e u t e n a n t .  S e c o n d
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l i e u t e n a n t s  r e c e i v e  5 s .  3 d .  a  d a y  w h i l e  a t  G r e e n 
w i c h .

C a n d id a t e s  f o r  t h e  R o y a l  M a r i n e  L i g h t  
I n f a n t r y  m u s t  u n d e r g o  t h e  s a m e  p r e l i m i n a r i e s  
a s  f o r  t h e  M a r i n e  A r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  t h e  l i m i t  o f  a g e  
is  h i g h e r ,  v i z . ,  f r o m  s e v e n t e e n  t o  n i n e t e e n ,  a n d  
f o r  U n i v e r s i t y  g r a d u a t e s  f r o m  s e v e n t e e n  t o  
t w e n t y - t w o .

E a c h  s u c c e s s f u l  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  R o y a l  M a r i n e  
o f f i c e r s  m u s t  p a y  t h e  s u m  o f  £ 8 0  t o  t h e  
A c c o u n t a n t - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  N a v y  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  
h i s  o u t f i t  o n  j o i n i n g  h i s  d i v i s i o n .  T h e  p a y  i n  
t h i s  s e r v i c e  is  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h a t  f o r  I n f a n t r y  
o f f i c e r s ,  5 s. 3 d .  t o  1 8 s .  p e r  d a y .

I n  a l l  t h e s e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  I  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  
i t  m a y  s e e m  t h a t  t h e  b o y ’s  l i f e  w h o  t a k e s  t h e m  
u p  m u s t  c o n s is t  o f  n o t h i n g  b u t  e t e r n a l  e x a m in a 
t i o n s .  T o  s o m e  e x t e n t  t h i s  is  t r u e .  F o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  t h e  b o y  w h o  w is h e s  t o  g e t  o n  i n  t h e  N a v y  
m u s t  b e  c o n t e n t  t o  b i d e  h i s  t i m e  a n d  s t u d y  
h a r d ,  i n  t h e  f u l l  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a  “ g o o d  
t i m e  a - c o m i n g ”  w h e n  e x a m i n a t i o n  d a y s  a r e  o v e r .  
I t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e r e d ,  t o o ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  
e x a m s ,  a r e  g o n e  t h r o u g h  i n  h i s  v e r y  e a r l y  d a y s ,  
a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  p l e n t y  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n s  f o r  
a n y  h a r d s h ip s  t h a t  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y .

T h e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  d e a l t  w i t h  b y  n o  m e a n s  
b r i n g  t o  a n  e n d  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  o u r  N a v y  i n  t h e  
m a t t e r  o f  p r o f e s s io n s .  A s  m i g h t  b e  e x p e c t e d  i n  
a  c o u n t r y  w h o s e  p r o u d  b o a s t  i s  t h a t  s h e  is  
m is t r e s s  o f  t h e  s e a s ,  o u r  R o y a l  N a v y  o f f e r s  a  
v e r y  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  l u c r a t i v e  p o s t s  o f  a l l  
k i n d s .

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
P .  L  — I  c e r t a i n l y  t h i n k  ifc-’p o s s l b l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f r o m  - w h a t  

y o u  t e l l  m e  o f  y o u r s e l f ,  f o r  y o u  t o  t e a c h  y o u r s e l f  s u c h  s u b 
j e c t s  a s  L a t i n  a n d  F r e n c h ,  b y  g i v i n g  u p  a  f e w  h o u r s  e a c h  d a y  
t o  t h e m .  O f  c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  a l w a y s  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d o  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  b y  o n e s e l f  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  i t  w o u l d  
b e  w e l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  F r e n c h ,  t o  g e t  s o m e  g o o d  
i n s t r u c t o r  w h o  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  w i t h  t h e  a c c e n t  a n d  t e a c h  y o u  a  
c o l l o q u i a l  u s e  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e .  A s  y o u  a r e  s t i l l  s o  y o u n g ,  
y o u  h a v e  p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  b e f o r e  y o u ,  a n d  i f  y o u  m a n a g e  t o  
t e a c h  y o u r s e l f  P i t m a n ’ s  S h o r t h a n d  a n d  t o  l e a r n  t y p e - w r i t i n g  
i n  t h e  w e e k ,  y o u  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  m o r e  t h a n  a v e r a g e  
a b i l i t y ,  a n d  o u g h t  t o  s u c c e e d  i n  y o u r  a m b i t i o n  o f  r i s i n g  t o  
“  h i g h e r  t h i n g s , "  W .  E .  M . — I  s h o u l d  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  a d v i s e  
y o u  t o  a d o p t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  c h a r t e r e d  a c c o u n t a n t .  E v e n  
i f ,  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  y o u r  a r t i c l e s h i p ,  y o u  h a v e  n o  m o n e y  t o  b u y  a  
p a r t n e r s h i p ,  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f f e r s  s e v e r a l  a d v a n t a g e s .  A t  
t h e  e n d  o f  y o u r  a r t i c l e s ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  m a d e  y o u r s e l f  u s e f u l  t o  
y o u r  e m p l o y e r ,  h e  w i l l  m o s t  p r o b a b l y  o f f e r  y o u  a  p o s i t i o n  
a s  a s s i s t a n t  B e s i d e s  t h i s ,  t h e r e  a r e  v a r i o u s  p o s t s  o p e n  t o  
f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  c h a r t e r e d  a c c o u n t a n t s  w i t h o u t  a n y  n e c e s s a r y  
c a p i t a l .  E v e r y  p u b l i c  b o d y  r e q u i r e s  e x p e r t  a c c o u n t a n t s  . a n d  
a l s o  b o r o u g h  a u d i t o r s ,  a t  g o o d  s a l a r i e s .  A g a i n ,  t h e r e  a r e  
p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  C o l o n i e s  a n d  i n  I n d i a  o p e n  t o  q u a l i f i e d  
a c c o u n t a n t s ,  a d v e r t i s e d  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  T i m e s  a n d  C o l o n i a l  
p a p e r s .  F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  I  h a v e  n o  h e s i t a t i o n  i n  a d v i s i n g  
y o n  t o  a d o p t  t h i s  p r o f e s s i o n .  P .  M .  B . — I  c a n n o t  t e l l  y o u  t h e  
e x a c t  c o s t  o f  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  A r m y  t h r o n g h  t h e  M i l i t i a ,  a s  i t  
d e p e n d s  v e r y  l a r g e l y  u p o n  w h a t  M i l i t i a  r e g i m e n t  y o u  
j o i n ,  a n d  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  y o u  a r e  l i v i n g  a t  h o m e  o r  n o t ,  
a n d  w h e t h e r  j - o n  a r e  d e v o t i n g  y o u r  w h o l e  t i m e  t o  t h e  
M i l i t i a  w o r k  o r  a r e  e n g a g e d  i n  s o m e  o t h e r  e m p l o y m e n t .  A s  
y o u  p r o b a b l y  k n o w ,  t h e  M i l i t i a  i s  e m b o d i e d  e v e r y  y e a r  f o r  a  
p e r i o d  o f  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  a n d  i t  i s  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  e x p e n s e  i s  i n c u r r e d  b y  a n  o f f i c e r ,  s i n c e  h e  h a s  t o  
p a y  v a r i o u s  m e s s  d u e s ,  a n d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  g e n e r a l l y  t o w a r d s  
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  h i s  r e g i m e n t ;  b u t ,  I n  n o  c a s e ,  I  
t h i n k ,  n e e d  a  m a n  e x c e e d  h i s  p a y  b y  m o r e  t h a n  £150  p e r  
a n n n m  i n  a n y  M i l i t i a  r e g i m e n t ,  a n d  u s u a l l y  b y  n o t  n e a r l y  e<i 
m u c h .

*



CHEAP PHOTOGRAPHY.
B y R. C. IIowlden ( If inner of this month's “ Special Page” prise.)

T he following notes may prove acceptable to 
those photographic readers of T he C aptain  who 
do not possess an unlimited amount of pocket- 
money.

Serviceable developing dishes may be made of 
wood if lined with American cloth, or treated to 
a liberal coating of enamel on the inside— the 
enamel being of the two the more durable.

A  very good dark-room lamp can be made out of 
a small biscuit tin if a hole be cut in one end, so 
as to allow the smoke to escape and a suitable 
cowl (procurable at any tin-smith’s for about 2d.) 
soldered over it. The part forming the lid of 
the tin should also have a square opening cut in 
it, and either a 
piece of ruby glass 
or fabric fastened 
to the inner side.
T h e  t in ,  w h e n  
closed in the ordin
ary way, should 
then be perfectly 
light tight, except 
for the ruby light.
A  candle will serve 
as an illuminant, 
a n d  a c o a t  o f  
Brunswick b lack  
applied to the out
side of the tin will 
greatly improve the 
generalappearance.

A cigar-box will 
serve as a drying 
rack if the lid and
bottom are removed and some corrugated card
board (to be obtained at any chemist’s) glued 
along each side of the inside of the box ; two 
narrow strips of wood should be glued to the 
bottom, so as to render the four sides rigid, and 
loops of wire placed at each end will serve as 
handles.

Often more than one vignetting glass is required. 
By using slow plates duplicates can easily bo 
made by means of contact printing by gas or lamp 
light. The first print results in what is known as 
an Egyptian vignette, that is, a black instead of a 
white shading at the edges. By placing a slow 
plate in contact with this, one then gets the 
ordinary vignetting glass. Greater density may 
be obtained by means of an intensifies Some
times a slight veil forms over the transparent 
parts; this, however, can be removed by the

SM O K E  A N D  ST E A M .

Sent by Bernard J. BoUinj.

judicious application of the'ferricyanide of potas
sium and hypo, reducer, care being taken to con
fine its action to the transparent portions only 

If one does not fasten the tripod screw 
to the top of the tripod by means of a piece 
of cord or string it is apt to get lost. And if 
this happens a long way from home, often 
one’s photographic outing is brought to an abrupt 
termination. But this need not be so. l-’or if one 
takes a piece of soft wrood just a little larger than 
the missing screw, and cuts a thread in it by 
twisting it round and round in the bush of the 
camera, it will be found sufficient to hold the 
camera steady. Many damages to the camera are

apt to result from 
the tripod points 
s l i p p i n g  on a 
polished floor, but 
they can be pre
vented from doing 
so by spreading a 
rug or mat on the 
floor, and, in addi
tion to this, by 
tying equal lengths 
of cord to each leg, 
and knotting them 
together at a con
venient distance.

Having the cam
era bellows tested 
and mended is 
often rather ex
pensive. To do it 
for yourself, place 

your head under the focussing-cloth in the usual 
manner, previously capping the lens. Close 
the eyes for a second or two, so as to get used to 
the darkness. Any small holes will be plainly 
visible. The easiest way of mending them is to 
stick pieces of black court plaster over the holes— 
both inside and out. .

An excellent negative icasher can be contrived 
as follows Take a fairly large dish, and place 
the plate to be washed in one corner of it. b<>'T 
turn on the tap, so as to get a small but steady 
stream, and arrange it so that the water does not 
fall directly on the plate, but into the opposite 
corner of the dish. Then get a piece of wood cu 
in the shape,‘of a wedge, and place it underneati 
the dish just below' the corner where the nater 
falls in. In this way all the water has to wash t e 
surface of the negative. -



The “ Hotel of tlie Lions” stood on a pine-clad 
rise just outside the quaint little German town, 
and its windows commanded a view of red-roofed 
houses, narrow streets, where the fattest of police
men walked, and, beyond, lindens and more pine 
trees, that rimmed the placid waters of Lion Lake.

Dick and Tod, friends and fellow-pupils of Mr. 
Davenant, were not concerned with the scenery. 
Dick sat on the table, Tod reclined among dic
tionaries on the sofa. They were supposed to be 
taming English verse into Latin, Dick doing the 
intellectual part of stringing words into lines, Tod 
the manual labour of looking out meanings. A  
German waiter might come in, because their room 

âsthe best room in the “ Hotel of the Lions,” and 
'then Mr. Davenant was out— as at present— the 
landlord was in a perpetual terror of what Dick 
and Tod might be after. Just at present Dick 
'ras yawning at the English verse wdiich had to be 
translated,

drivel!” lie said, lazily. “ I don’t know 
rrhats gone wrong with Dav. Tie gets a letter, 

us thi- jibbering rot, and scuttles out. We 
“uybe dukes at Latin verse, but I’m bothered if 
^ can do this. Just listen.”

read in an affected voice, with his hand on 
“is heart—

Shall L . c call down the climber from his height ?
Or tempt the warrior from the woundy fray, 
here With brave sword he mischief doth requite

Sti n Pa3rnim knights and heathen of Cathay ?
"■ ~~ “Do not rather on the uttermost peaks

aVe her ’kerchief to his far off fainting eyes—

Ĉ ’ disgusted witli the sentiment, 
oat is ‘ heathen of Cathay’ in Latin?” asked

H  despairingly.

“ That’s ea3y enough,” Eaid Dick. “ The in
credulous one3, who eat dogs with chop-sticks. 
You’d better look up cliop-sticks.”

“ Don’t give it,” said Tod. “ Is ’kerchief the 
same as pocket-handkerchief?”

“ Must be,” said Dick, “ but I don’t fancy the 
Romans used them.”

“ They had Roman noses,” objected Tod.
“ Towels would do,” said Dick. “ Look up 

towels— and sneezing.”
“ What ever for?” asked Tod, and Dick explained.
“ Sneezing-towel—a neat, but not gaudy para- ’ 

phrase for handkerchief. Nonne may is— ‘ will 
she not rather on the supreme hills brandish her 
sneezing-towel ?’ Hivimel, but it’s h o t! ” He got 
up and went to the window. “ I ’m going out,” he 
said.

“  Dav. told us-----” began Tod.
“ Don’t care !" said Dick. “ It’s our last night, 

and the worst he could do would be to make us 
learn irregular verbs in the train to-morrow, and 
he won’t do that, because he isn’t a greaser. Be
sides, lie’s spoony at present.”

“ Dav. ?” said Tod, in a shocked voice. He could 
not believe evil of a late blue.

“ F a c t!” said Dick. “ Tweakavi! I spotted it 
at the concert in the park. Didn’t you see that 
Miss Cowan—blue eyes, blue dress, rides a bike 
sometimes, and doesn’t sit all among the wheels 
like most girls? Well, Dav. looked a regular 
old sheep whenever she spoke to him. So did that 
fat Lieutenant Groningen.”

“ A  fat German might,” Tod agreed.
“ Dav.’3 worse,” said Dick. “  Come on ! ”
They slipped through the heavy-scented woods 

of piuc with much caution, and, skirting the town,

%
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arrived without misadventure at the boat-house. 
As Dick and Tod came up they heard voices inside, 
andTMiranlc quickly into the shadows on the east 
side.

“ Who is it? ” Tod asked Dick in a whisper. 
Dick had glued his eye to a convenient chink.

“ It’s that fat Lieutenant Groningen," he said, 
‘ got up as if he were going to march to Paris, and 

another chap. They’re getting out one of the 
boats."

The lieutenant did not seem to be in a very good 
humour, for his voice was very vehement and more 
guttural than usual.

“ What’s he talking about ? ” asked Tod.
“ Can’t make out," said Dick. “ Wait and see, 

though— there’s some blue-eyed maiden who used 
to look with proper appreciation upon the fat 
lieutenant. She must have been hard up ! ‘ But
now—thunder and pigs !—because the thousand
times dratted-----’ By Jove !" said Dick, break.
ing off his translation excitedly, “ he’s talking 
aboutDav,! The thousand-times dratted Englander 
is Dav., and he has taken the blue-eyed maiden for 
a row to the island, and Fatty is going over to 
insult him, if possible, in the presence of the
maiden-----” Dick rolled on the ground in an
ecstasy of joy.

“ I should think Fatty would get beans," said 
Tod.

“ Bather ! ” said Dick, delightedly. “ I’m going 
to see ; but, quick— get behind the h u t! ”

They darted behind as the nose of the boat shot 
,out from under the boat-house. The friend in 
plain clothes was rowing, and Lieutenant Gron
ingen sat in the stern. The boat was headed 
straight for the island,

“ We’d better wait till they’re out of sight,” 
said Tod.

Dick'curbed his impatience, and hoped they 
would not arrive too late to see the beans admin
istered. “ We’ll put on steam, once we’re started,” 
he said.

They had not to wait long, for the sun that had 
baked all day was growing dim behind grey, woolly 
clouds, and the heat haze that lingered on the 
lake soon rendered the German’s boat indistinct. 
Then Dick and Tod hastened into the boat
house.

“ Brutes ! ” said Dick, dismayed. “ They’ve 
taken the only other respectable boat.” The “ Lion 
Lake" only boasted three boats, and the third was 
an awkward flat-bottomed, bluff-nosed tub that 
was usually left to rot ingloriously. A  carpet of 
green stagnant water was already in the bottom 
of it, and as they got on board to untie it, more 
water bubbled in.

“ It can’t be helped,” said Dick, bending to an

“ It’s a mile to the island, isn’t it ?" Tod as k e d  
as he took the other and pushed off. ’

“ Ten in this tub,” groaned Dick. “ We’ll miss 
the show for certain,”

They pulled with a will over the hazy lake 
until the island loomed faintly before them with 
its dark foliage of trees. Tod then ventured tc 
remark that there was a good deal of water corain® 
in. Inasmuch as it was wetting his knees as he 
sat, the fact was indisputable, but Dick said it 
didn’t matter. He kept his eye, however, on the 
green scum as it floated higher and higher in the 
bottom of the boat.

“ I don’t think,” said Tod, pulling laboriously, 
“ that we’re making much way----'

“ Yes we are,” said Dick, suddenly, “ we’re going
to the bottom as fast as we can-----” he dropped
his oar and stood up in the boat, looking anxiously 
towards the island. ■ Tod waited for directions.

“ Think you can swim it? ” said Dick.
“ But how far is i t ? ” asked Tod, beginning to 

shiver.
As if in answer the mist seemed to shake and 

lift. Straight ahead, and not more than a couple 
of hundred yards distant, lay the island, and they 
could see the Germans tying up their boat beside 
another that was already beached there.

“ Lie low !" said Dick. They flattened them
selves in the slimy boat until the Germans went 
forward and were lost behind the trees. “ Now!” 
said Dick, hurriedly, “ as quick as you can."

Tod replied with a dive that took him yards 
away. When he came up Dick was beside him. 
They swam side by side silently. Both w ere good 
swimmers, and the water was unruffled and warm.

“ There goes the tub,” said Dick, turning on his 
side. It settled down in the end quite quietly.

“ I hope we shan’t have to pay for it,” said Tod. 
“ Ugh !”

“ What’s the matter ? ” asked Dick, alarmed.
“ Great pike nipped me,” said Tod, kicking out. 

“ Ugh ! There it is again ! ’’
“  It ’s the bottom,” said Dick, joyfully. “ I’d no 

idea it was shallow so far out.”
They scrambled the rest of the way on a firm 

gravel bottom, and shook themselves out on the 
shore of the island.

“ ,Now for the beans," said Dick, leading the 
way through the trees.

The island was very still, and Tod hazarded an 
opinion that Dick had mistaken t h e  p u rp o rt o 
the Lieutenant’s conversation.

“ Shut up ! ” said Dick. . ,
He had the makings of a general in him, an 

since they were now upon the trail, Tod’s dou a 
amounted to mutiny. But Tod’s doubts were 
really only a part of his excitement, for he *“e' 
that Dick understood German. The pathoar.
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ere following through the trees led to an open 
rise whereupon stood a small fortalice, built in 
stone many years ago by some retired general, 
after whose, death it had been turned into a sort 
of museum, containing a few rusty sabres and 
cumbersome guns and pieces of armour.

The boys, as they crept up cautiously, heard 
voices in the hall, and, peering through, saw what 
they had come to see.

On a bench, from which Davenant had just 
risen, Miss Cowan sat, somewhat pale, but with 
her lips curved in an intense scorn, listening to 
the lieutenant’s friend, who had evidently been 
set to explain matters, for he was speaking in a 
slow, drawling voice, with many gesticulation. 
The lieutenant himself stood at one side, scowling 
and shaking his head pompously at intervals to 
emphasise some point in his friend’s speech.

"What’s Dav. doing?” whispered Tod, as he 
wormed himself behind a pillar that offered a 
more effectual concealment.

“ Kind of grinning,’’
“There will be beans, then,” said Tod, shaking 

with excitement, and just then the friend stopped 
speaking.

Mr. Davenant turned and said in a low voice, 
that Tod only just caught: “ Edith, will you please 
go down to the boat and wait ? I have to talk to 
this man.”

Tod could see that, notwithstanding her look of 
scorn, she was very anxious, and her hands were 
clenched tightly.

“Now, will she tempt her warrior from the 
fray?” he asked hiiihself.

She rose smiling, and came steadily through the 
doorway.

“ Keepdowo !” whispered Dick.
“She’s brandishing her sneezing towel,” said 

Tod.
Then she disappeared among the trees. Mean

while Mr. Davenant had turned to the two 
Germans, .

“Now, gentlemen,” ho said coldly, “ perhaps you 
Rill explain your conduct.”

For answer the lieutenant hit out. His fat 
hand, in it-, white military glove, was heavy, but 
“id not reach its mark. Instead, a hand not so 
krge, but incomparably more skilful, guarded, 
»d another, with all Davenant's weight behind 
jk countered unerring. The Herr Lieutenant 
Groningen went down like a smashed wicket. 

Hooray!” whispered Dick across the doorway ; 
blood to Dav.”

But it was as yet only first blood, for the combat 
still to come. The lieutenant staggered to his 

t roth a volley of imprecations, and in his fury 
ŝheathed his sabre.
Hick, winj had the better view at this new stage

of affairs, saw his tutor step back and wrench one 
of the rusty sabres from where they hung on the 
wall. The friend was wringing his hands and 
expostulating vainly. Evidently he had not ex
pected to abet such violence.

“ Nein, nein, my friend,” he said, clinging to his 
companion.

“ I say it is g u t ! ” said the lieutenant hoarsely. 
“  We will fight here— now. As for you, go down 
to the lady— inform her that presently I will come 
to pay my devotions and row her back.”

“ f recommend you to stay where you are,” said 
Davenant, sternly.

“ Go !” said the lieutenant, stamping his foot.
The friend looked from one to the other and 

held up his hands in horror. He saw himself 
threatened from both directions, and the door 
before him. He hurried through it. Whether or 
no he meant to carry out the lieutenant’s directions 
is uncertain, for as he rushed blindly through the 
door, Dick (having the makings of a general in 
him) thrust out a leg, so that he pitched forward, 
his face in the sandy grass. The next moment 
two boys, dripping wet from the lake, sat on the 
top of him. Tod was on his head, Dick, lower 
down, busily' and with great ingenuity was tying 
his hands together with a pocket-handkerchief, 
before he had recovered sufficiently from his sur
prise to struggle. It must have been that the 
man was slightly dazed with his fall, or supposed 
that he had grown adversaries to deal with, 
otherwise Dick and Tod, though strong for their 
years, would hardly have succeeded so easily. As 
it was, the man, after a few desultory kickings, 
lay as still as a breathless fish.

“ String, Tod?” asked Dick in a businesslike 
voice.

“  In my pocket,” said Tod, sitting tight. “ Whoa> 
gently ! ”

“ I may as well do his legs,” said Dick, com
placently, gathering string from Tod’s pockets.

“ And he ought to be gagged, oughtn’t he?” 
Tod asked.

“ Certainly,” said Dick, completing a cunning 
knot and rising from off his victim. Tod lingered 
a little while to complete the gag, and then fol
lowed Dick to the door of the fortalice.

Inside a sabre-fight was proceeding furiously, 
and the boys stood at the entrance unnoticed.

“ Jolly bad example one’s tutor duelling,” said 
Dick, trying to conceal his anxiety.

“ He couldn’t help it,” said Tod; “ but do you 
think Dav.’s all right?”

“ He won the foils at the ’Varsity,” said Dick. 
“ It’ll be right enough, if his chop-stick holds.”

“ I don’t know, sabre’s not the same thing as 
fencing.”

He broke off, all eyes for the fight. The hall of
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the fortalice was filled now with the clatter of steel 
and the stamping of feet. It seemed to Dick that 
Dav. was acting on the defensive, and indeed it 
was doubtful if the clumsy sword of which he had 
possessed himself could make a hole in anything. 
The lieutenant, on the other hand, attacked furi 
ously. Only rage could have induced him to 
begin so unconventional and unfair a fight, and 
rage robbed him to some extent of the advantage 
he held in the superior weapon. The dust flew up 
from the floor, as he moved about with an unex
pected agility in so stout a man, now slashing, 
now pressing with the point, and all the time 
breathing sterterously.

“ Dav. wants to wear him out,” said Dick. 
“ Ah ! ” He drew in his breath as the lieutenant, 
with a cut that had seemed wider than it was, and 
had been parried accordingly too lightly, touched 
Davenant in the arm. Tod felt slightly ill as he 
fancied blood oozing through. But Dav. only 
shrugged his shoulders, as if to shake it off, and 
set his lips. He changed his tactics also and 
began to attack in his turn. The lieutenant had 
not breath enough to sustain his triumph. In fact 
he had almost spent his wind. That was plain 
from the way he gave back clumsily ; so clumsily, 
that, in trying'to evade a lunge, he went right into 
the bench, and actually sat down on it for a 
moment, puffing like a grampus. Davenant 
dropped his point, and permitted his foe to rise

and thrust angrily once again. Then he touched 
him smartly, but, as it seemed, with the flat of the 
sword on the elbow, and the lieutenant’s sabre 
fell clattering on the floor.

“ The Paynim knight is dished,” said Tod, feel
ing better. ••

Dick nodded. “ Funny-bone ! ” he said, and 
waited to see what followed.

Davenant had stooped and picked up the sabre. 
“ You have had your satisfaction, I hope," he 
said.

The lieutenant had no breath to answer. 
Davenant turned to go, and became aware for 
the first time that the boys were present. “ I® 
here, D ick?” he said, frowning. ,

■ Thought we’d better stop this chap,'’ said 
Dick, pointing in self-defence to their victim, who 
wriggled uncomfortably, like a netted calf, an 
groaned in a muffled way.

“ That’s my sneezing towel,” explained To 
with pride. “ I tied it over his mouth.”

His tutor concealed a smile, as he took in these 
details. He addressed himself again to the hen 
tenant : “ I must ask you not to leave the is an 
for ten minutes. I  should be happy to return 
your sword ; but it’s hardly safe at present. 
will find it in the boat-house. Come aon0, 
boys.” ,

He led the way down to the shore, an e 
followed. Mis3 Cowan was sitting by the "ate
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edf'e, s t i i l  v e r y  p a le  ; b u t  s l ie  s m i l e d  t o  s e e  t h e m ,  
l ik e  a  j o l l y  m o o n b e a m ,  a s  D i c k  d e c la r e d ,  i n  a  
b u rs t o f  e n t h u s ia s m .  W h e n  s h e  h a d  b e e n  .a s s is te d  
in to  th e  o n e  b o a t ,  M r .  D a v e n a n t  s p o k e  a g a in  t o  
D ic k  a m i T o d

“ I  w o n ’t  a s k  h o w  y o u  c a m e  h e r e  a t  p r e s e n t , ”  h e  
said. “  G e t  i n t o  y o u r  b o a t  n o w  a n d  k e e p  a s  c lo s e  
as y o u  r a n . ”

T o d  w a s  a b o u t  t o  e x p l a i n  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  
to t h e ir  t u b ,  b u t ; . D i c k  n u d g e d  h i m  t o  b e  s i l e n t ,  
and p ro c e e d e d  t o  u n t i e  t h e  r o p e  o f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ’s 
boat. “ W e  d o n ’ t  w a n t  t h e  G e r m a n  m a k i n g  a  
fuss,”  h e  s a id  
s e a te n t io u s ly  t o  
Tod, as s o o n  a s  
they  h a d  g o t  
s o m e  w  a  
a h e a d .  “ N o r  
does B a r . ; o n l y  
be w o u l d n ’ t  
th in k  i t  q u i t e  
the t h in g  t o  b a g  
th e ir  b o a t . ”

“ W h e r e ’ l l  
they s l e e p ? ”  
asked T o d .

“ H e ’s  u s e d  t o  
b ivouac ,”  s a  i d  
D ick  c a re le s s ly .

T h e y  p u l l e d  
back m e r r i l y  u n d e r  a  r i s i n g  m o o n ,  a n d  w h e n  
they re a c h e d  t h e  b o a t - h o u s e ,  D i c k  a n d  T o d  w e r e  
sent b a c k  t o  t h e  h o t e l ,  w h i l e  t h e i r  t u t o r  e s c o r t e d  
Miss C o w a n  t o  h e r  h o m e .

“ I t ’s j u s t  a s  w e l l , ”  h e  s a id  e a r n e s t l y ,  “ t h a t  w e  
rrere a l l  g o in g  b a c k  t o - m o r r o w .  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  
i f  G r o n in g e n  w o u ld  w a n t  a n o t h e r  f i g h t  ; b u t  h e  
m ig h t m a k e  t h i n g s  v e r y  u n p le a s a n t . ”

“ I ’m  s u re  h i s  f r i e n d  w o n ’ t , ”  s h e  s a id ,  l a u g h 
ing a t h is  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  t r u s s e d  v i c t i m .

“ T h a i 's  p r o b a b le , ”  h e  a g r e e d .
“ In  a n y  ca se , I  h o p e  t h e y  w o n ’ t  
show th e m s e lv e s  u n t i l  w e  h a v e  
started.”

T h ey  d id  n o t  s h o w  t h e m 
selves. I f  M r .  D a v e n a n t  h a d

l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a n d  l a u g h t e r  t h a t  
w e n t  o n  t i l l  p a s t  m i d n i g h t  i n  h i s  p u p i l s ’ b e d - r o o m ,  
h e  w o u ld  h a v e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  r e a s o n .  A s  i t  w a s ,  
t h e  t r u t h  d i d  n o t  c o m e  o u t  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  t r a i n  
h a d  s t a r t e d  n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  w e l l  o n  
t h e i r  w a y  t o g e t h e r .

“  H o w  w a s  i t , ”  a s k e d  M r .  D a v e n a n t ,  “ t h a t  y o u  
t w o  g o t  s o  w e t  l a s t  n i g h t ?  K a r l  t o l d  m e  t h a t  
w h e n  h e  p a c k e d  y o u r  t h i n g s ,  t h e y  w e r e  
d r i p p i n g . ”

“  T h e  t u b  s a n k , ”  s a id  T o d  u n w a r i l y .
“  T h e  t u b  ? T h e n  —  i n  w h o s e  b o a t  d i d  y o u

c o m e  b a c k  ? ”  
“ T h e  P a y n i m  

k n i g h t ’s , ”  s a id  
D i c k .  T h e n  
t h e  w h o le  s t o r y  
c a m e  o u t .  
M r .  D a v e n a n t  
l o o k e d  s t e r n  a t  
f i r s t ,  p a r t i c u 
l a r l y  w h e n  h e  
■t,h o u g h t  h o w  
h i s  p u p i l s  m i g h t  
h a v e  b e e n  
d r o w n e d .

“ B u t , ”  a s  
D i c k  o b s e r v e d  
t o  T o d ,  w h e n  
t h e y  h a d  g o t  

o u t s id e  i n t o  t h e  c o r r i d o r ,  “  t h e  B r a n d i s h e r  o f  t h e  
S n e e z in g  T o w e l  g r i n n e d  l i k e  a n y t h in g . ”

“  I  w a s  a w f u l l y  a f r a i d  h e  w a s  g o in g  t o  m a k e  u s  
le a r n  i r r e g u l a r  v e r b s , ”  s a id  T o d .

“  S h e  w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  l e t  h i m , ”  s a id  D i c k ,  “  t h a t ’s  
o n e  a d v a n t a g e  i n  a  B r a n d i s h e r ,  a n y h o w .  I ’ m  
r a t h e r  g l a d  h e ’s  c o m e  i n t o  h i s  f o r t u n e . ”

“  H a s  h e  ? ”  s a id  T o d .
“ O h ,  y e s , ”  s a id  D i c k  w i t h  im p o r t a n c e .  “  H e  t o l d  

m e  t h a t  l e t t e r  b r o u g h t  t h e  n e w s ,  a n d  h e  r u s h e d  
o u t  t o  s e e  i f  t h e  B r a n d i s h e r  w o u ld  m a r r y  
h i m . ”

“  I  r a t h e r  l i k e  h e r , ”  s a id  T o d  u n w i l l i n g l y .
“ B u t  i t ’ s f u n n y  t h a t  a  b l u e  l i k e  D a v ---------”

“ N e v e r  m i n d , ”  s a id  D i c k  s o o t h in g ly .  “ L e t ’s  
g o  a n d  s e e  i f  w e  c a n  m a k e  t h e  g u a r d  h o p . ”

T H E Y  P U L L E D  B A C K  M E IU U L Y ,



ABOUT MOSCOW
B y F rank  E ast.

I W AS in Moscow in 1895, the year of the coro
nation of the present Tsar of Russia, The 
Tsars always come to Moscow to be crowned 

and married at the Kremlin, where the jewels and 
crowns which Tsars have worn are kept. Our 
house was on the Peterburski Chausee, along 
which the procession came. The Tsar and 
Tsaritsa did not come by road from St. Peters
burg, of course; they came by rail to Moscow, 
and stayed just outside, at a red-brick palace 
(which looks absurdly new), from which Napoleon 
watched Moscow burning. Russian soldiers 
came pouring in for days before, and Govern
ment officials were busy getting the whole 
town decorated. They arranged what flags and 
fairy lamps each house must have, so that the 
decorations were “ all of a piece,” and the effect 
was a great deal 
better than in 
E n g la n d . A  
great number of 
Russian princes 
and chiefs were 
present, some 
lookin g  q u ite  
barbarians.

A  f e a r f u l  
t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  
j u s t  a f t e r ,  w h i c h  
s a d d e n e d  e v e r y 
b o d y  i n  M o s c o w .

O n e  m o r n i n g  
t h e r e  w a 3  t o  b e  
a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
a  m u g  o f  b e e r  
a n d  a  h a n d k e r 
c h i e f  o f  b r e a d  t o  
t h e  p e a s a n ts ,  a n d  a  r e v ie w  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  T h e s e  
w e r e  m u c h  s o u g h t  a f t e r ,  a s  t h e y  w e r e  t o  k e e p  t h e  
c o lo u r e d  h a n d k e r c h i e f s  a n d  t h e  d e c o r a t e d  m u g s  a s  
souvenirs. B o o t h s  w e r e  p u t  u p  o n  t h e  c o m m o n  
j u s t  o u t s id e  t h e  t o w n ,  a n d  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w a s  t o  
b e g i n  a t  8  a . m .  B u t  t h e  c r o w d  w a s  s o  g r e a t  t h a t  
t h e y  t h r e w  t h e  b o o t h s  o p e n  m u c h  e a r l i e r ,  a n d  
h u n d r e d s  w e r e  c r u s h e d  t o  d e a t h  i n  t h e  o p e n in g  o f  
t h e  b o o t h s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  V - s h a p e d ,  g e t t i n g  n a r r o w e r  
i n s t e a d  o f  w id e r .  T h e  p o l i c e  d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  t i l l  
e i g h t ,  a s  h a d  b e e n  a r r a n g e d ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e r e  w e r e  
n o t  e n o u g h  o f  t h e m .

W e  s a w  t h e  p e o p le  i n  c r o w d s ,  a l l  i n  t h e i r  b e s t  
c lo t h e s ,  l a u g h i n g  a n d  s i n g in g  a t  f o u r  a n d  f i v e  i n  
t h e  m o r n i n g .  A b o u t  n i n e  w e  s a w  r e d  -  c ro s s  
w a g o n s  c o m in g  s l o w ly  d o w n  t h e  r o a d ,  a n d  t h e y

came for an hour and a half, bringing dead and 
injured.

In the afternoon, as I said, there was a review 
so all those who had been carried away were put 
under the grand stand, where the spectators sat, 
They knew nothing about it till days after, but 
the Tsar managed to find it out, and lie was very 
angry with the officials for trying to hide it from 
him. He gave pensions and gifts of money to the 
widows and families of those who were killed, out 
of his private purse.

It was very sad for some of them, who had come 
from villages several weeks’ journey away on foot. 
In one case all the family perished but the old 
grandmother, who was too feeble to get into the 
crowd. More than 1,800 were killed.

P e r h a p s  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  the
Kremlin. It 
stands in the 
middle of the 
city, by the 
River Mosk. It 
is a large block 
of buildings, of 
different dates, 
white-washed— 
or rathercolour- 
washed, like 
m ost other 
buildings in the 
town. At one 
side, on the 
terrace which 
overlooks the 
river, is the 
famous bell. I 
expect you have 

heard how it was cast to commemorate the retreat 
of Napoleon; at the same time the triumphal arch 
was built for the same thing. The Russian ladies 
threw their jewellery into the casting pot, so that a 
flaw was made, and a large triangular piece was 
broken out. The bell stands about 5ft. or 6ft 
high, but there is an excavation 2ft. or 3ft. deep 
underneath, so that several people can get in. In 
another part of the grounds is a huge cannon, 
taken from the Chinese, about 6 ft. in diameter, 
and long in proportion.

I went into the treasury where all the jewels are 
kept, and I also saw the Throne Room, the Ivan 
Velicky Tower, and the chapel of which the arc i 
tect had his eyes put out, so that ho could no 
make another.

A MUSCOVITE CABBY.
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A School Story.

D
C H A P T E R  I .

A V I D S O N ,  c o n 
s t r u e  ! ”  r a n g  o u t
t h e  d e e p  v o i c e  o f  

the s e c o n d  u n d e r - m a s t e r  o f  
I n g o l d s t h o r p e  S c h o o l .
E leven o ’c l o c k  f o r  M i d d l e  
f i f t h  w a s  t a k i n g  p la c e  i n  
the b ig  c la s s - r o o m .  H a l f 
way d o w n  t h e  r o o m  u p  
ju m p e d  a  b r i g h t ,  c h e e r y - f a c e d  b o y  o f  f o u r t e e n ,  
sm all f o r  h i s  a g e ,  b u t  w i t h  a  l o o k  a b o u t  h i m  
as th o u g h  h e  c o u l d  h o l d  h i s  o w n .  O n  t h i s  
occasion  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t a r t  
and r a th e r  p e r p le x e d  l o o k  t h a t  u s u a l l y  c h a r a c 
te rised h i m  w h e n  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  p e r f o r m  
such a  t a s k ,  b u t  a  q u i e t  s a t i s f i e d  s m i l e  i m 
m e d ia te ly  s p r e a d  o v e r  h i s  f e a t u r e s .  F o r  h a d  
he n o t b e e n  p u t  o n  j u s t  a t  t h e  p l a c e  h e  h a d  
h a p p e n e d  t o  l o o k  u p  o n  c o m i n g  i n t o  s c h o o l ,  
and w h e re  t h e  o f t - r e p e a t e d  “ Z e u s ,  b o r n  s o n  o f  
Laertes, O d y s s e u s  o f  m a n y  r e s o u r c e s , ”  b e g a n  
the o d e ?  F o u r  l i n e s  a n d  a  h a l f  w e r e  g o t  
th ro u g h  w i t h  s u c h  r e m a r k a b le  e a s e  a n d  r a p i d i t y  
th a t e v e n  “  L a n k y  H e a d l e y  ”  ( t h e  a f o r e s a id  
m aster) o p e n e d  h i s  e y e s  i n  a s t o n i s h m e n t ; a t  t h e  
end o f  t h e  f i f t h  l i n e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  t r a n s l a t o r  
paused, b le w  h i s  n o s e ,  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  m a s t e r ,  
and b e g a n  t o  q u i e t l y  a n d  u n o s t e n t a t i o u s l y  
resum e h is  s e a t .  A la s ,  f o r  o u r  h o p e s  a n d  e x 
p e c ta tio n s  ! H i s  p r e p a r a t i o n  h a d  n o t  c a r r i e d  
h im  f u r t h e r ,  a n d ,  i n  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  e n c o u r a g in g  
a d m o n it io n  t o  “  f i n i s h  t h e  n e x t  c o u p l e t , ”  o u r  
fr ie n d  h a d  t o  a c k n o w le d g e  h i m s e l f  a t  a  lo s s .

“ C o m e , D a v id s o n ,  y o u  b e g a n  e x c e l l e n t l y ;
on , t h e n ,  t h r e e  l i n e s  l o w e r  d o w n . ”

N o , t h is  w a s  t o o  m u c h  f o r  h i m .
“  H o w  f a r  h a v e  y o u  l e a r n t ,  b o y  ? ”  w a s  t h e  

next o b s e r v a t io n .
“ I  d i d n ’t  g e t  q u i t e  s o  f a r  a s  t h i s ,  s i r , ”  w a s

the  r e p ly .
“ In  f a c t , ”  s a id  M r .  H e a d l e y ,  “ y o u  h a v e ,

55 u su a h n o t  p r e p a r e d  o n e  h a l f  o f  w h a t  w a s  s e t
y o u ! ”  *

" N o ,  s i r , ”  r e s p o n d e d  t h e  d e l i n q u e n t
‘ T h e n ,  s i r ,  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  g o o d n e s s  t o

B y  C .  L eigh Pem berton .

r e m a i n  i n  a f t e r  s c h o o l  w i t h  
L e x i c o n  a n d  p a p e r ,  a n d  
w r i t e  o u t  t h e  E n g l i s h  o f  t o 
d a y ’s  le s s o n  b e f o r e  d i n n e r .  
R a w l i n s o n  M a j o r . ”

S c h o o l  c a m e  t o  a n  e n d  
a t  l a s t ;  a n d  a s  h i s  c o m 
p a n i o n s  p a s s e d  h i s  s e a t  
m a n y  a  c o m p a s s io n a t e  o b 
s e r v a t io n  w a s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  

h i m  a s  h e  l e a n t  b a c k  i n  h i s  s e a t  w i t h  h a n d s  i n  
h i s  p o c k e t s .

“ N e v e r  m i n d ,  o l d  m a n ;  b u c k  u p ,  a n d  I ’ l l  
w a i t  f o r  y o u ,  a n d  g o  u p  t o  C a r r i e r ’ s  b e f o r e  g r u b . ”  
“  P o o r  o l d  G .  W ! ”  “  K e e p  y o u r  p e c k e r  u p  ! ”
e t c . ,  e t c .

“  G .  W . ”  w a s  t h e  n a m e  b y  w h i c h  h e  w a s  
k n o w n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s c h o o l— s h o r t  f o r  “ G e o r g e  
W a s h i n g t o n  t h e  S e c o n d  ” — a s  h e  w a s  n a m e d  s o o n  
a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l ,  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  
t r u t h f u l n e s s ,  w h i c h ,  f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n ,  h a s  a lw a y s  
c l u n g  t o  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  h i s  i l l u s t r i o u s  n a m e s a k e .  
I n  t h i s  s e n s e  i t  w a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  e n o u g h ,  f o r ,  
w i t h o u t  b e in g  a  p r i g ,  G .  W .  w a s  a s  s t r a i g h t  a n d  
u p r i g h t  a  f e l l o w  a s  y o u  w o u l d  s e e  a n y w h e r e .  
H e  h a d  a  w a y  o f  l o o k i n g  y o u  s t r a i g h t  i n  t h e  
e y e s  w h i c h  w a s  i r r e s i s t i b l e .  A  d e l i c a t e  b o y ,  a n d  
t h o u g h  s o m e w h a t  i d l e ,  a n d  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
b r i l l i a n t  i n  s c h o o l ,  h e  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a lw a y s  
a c t i v e l y  a l i v e  t o  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  w e n t  o n  a r o u n d  
h i m .  T h o u g h  t o o  f r a g i l e  t o  b e  m u c h  g o o d  a t  
f o o t b a l l ,  h e  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  c r i c k e t  e le v e n ,  
a n d  w a s  n o t e d  f o r  h i s  b o w l i n g .  I n  o t h e r  
r e s p e c t s ,  i n d e e d ,  h e  w a s  a  v e r y  o r d i n a r y  b o y ,  
t h o u g h  h e  h a d  a  w i l l  o f  h i s  o w n ,  a n d  a  w a y  o f  
m a k i n g  u p  h i s  m i n d  a n d  s t i c k i n g  t o  i t ,  t h a t  is  
s e ld o m  m e t  w i t h  a t  s o  e a r l y  a n  a g e .

A f t e r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  h i s  c o m p a n io n s ,  G .  W .  
s e t  t o  w o r k  a t  h i s  t a s k ,  w h i l e  M r .  H e a d l e y  
s e t t l e d  h i m s e l f  a t  h i s  d e s k  w i t h  a  w e a r y  y a w n ,  
a s  t h o u g h  s t a y in g  i n  a f t e r  h o u r s  w a s  w i t h  h i m  a  
u s u a l  o c c u r r e n c e .  H a l f  a n  h o u r  a f t e r  h e  w a s  
s u m m o n e d  f r o m  t h e  r o o m ,  le a v in g  t h e  b o y  
s t u d i o u s l y  s c r i b b l i n g  a t  h i s  d e s k .

“ W e l l ,  h e  h a s n ’ t  b e e n  l o n g , ”  t h e  l a t t e r  
o b s e r v e d  p r e s e n t l y ,  a s  q u i c k  s te p s  w e r e  h e a r d
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o u t s i d e  i n  t h e  h a l l .  “  O h ! i t ’s  o n l y  D i c k  
T h u r l e y , ”  a n d  t h e  d o o r ,  l e f t  p a r t l y  o p e n  b y  t h e  
m a s t e r ’s  e x i t ,  d i s c l o s e d  o n e  o f  t h e  U p p e r  F i f t h  
b o y s  m a k i n g  h i s  w a y  t o w a r d s  t h e  h a t - s t a n d .  
( T h u r l e y  w a s  a  d a y - b o y ,  t h e  s o n  o f  t h e  V i c a r  o f  
I n g o l d s t h o r p e ,  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  c le v e r e s t  b o y s  i n  
t h e  s c h o o l . )  “ H e  s e e m s  b u s y  e n o u g h , ”  h e  
w e n t  o n ,  a s , h a p p e n i n g  t o  l o o k  u p  a g a i n  f r o m  
h i s  p a p e r ,  h e  o b s e r v e d  T h u r l e y  d i p p i n g  h i s  
h a n d s  i n t o  t h e  p o c k e t s  o f  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  o f  t h e  
o v e r c o a t s  h a n g in g  i n  a r r a y ;  t h e  c h i n k  o f  m o n e y  
e v e n t u a l l y  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  h i s  s e a r c h ,  
a n d  w i t h  t w o  s t r i d e s  h e  h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e  h a l l  
d o o r  a n d  l e t  h i m s e l f  o u t .  “  F a n c y  D i c k  
f a g g i n g ! T h e  v e r y  la s t  f e l l o w  t o  d o  t h a t ,  I  s h o u l d  
h a v e  s a id ,  t h o u g h  h e  c e r t a i n l y  is  a  g o o d - h e a r t e d  
e n o u g h  c h a p  a s  a  r u l e , ”  m u s e d  G .  W .  a s  h e  
w a t c h e d  t h e  b o y  r u n n i n g  d o w n  t h e  g a r d e n  p a t h  
t o w a r d s  t h e  p l a y i n g  f i e ld s .  “  N o w  I  m u s t  s e e  i f  
X c a n ’ t  g e t  t h i s  d o n e  b e f o r e  H e a d l e y  c o m e s  
b a c k , ”  a n d ,  w i t h  a  s h a r p  d i p  o f  h i s  p e n  i n  
t h e  i n k ,  o f f  s t a r t e d  t h e  w r i t i n g  a g a i n  a s  f a s t  
a s  e v e r ,  a n d  M r .  H e a d l e y  s m i l e d  q u i e t l y ,  a s  
h e  t o o k  h i s  s e a t ,  t o  s e e  t h e  e a r n e s t n e s s  w i t h

and

IIE  OUTFITTED T I I C R L E Y  D IP P IN G  HTS H AN D S IN TO  T H E  P C C E E T B  
O F  T H R E E  O R  FO U R  O V E R C O A T S  H AN G IN G  IN A R R A Y *

w h i c h  t h e  t a s k  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  b e in g  accom 
p l i s h e d .  °  ‘

I t  w a s  n o t  l o n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e f o r e  G . W . Was 
d i s m is s e d ,  w i t h ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  “ im p o i” onlv 
t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  f i n i s h e d — a  d e t a i l ,  as to  w hich 
k i n d - h e a r t e d  H e a d l e y  w a s  n o t  t o o  particular 
R a m m i n g  h i s  c a p  o n  h i s  h e a d  t h e  b o y  w as soon 
o u t  o f  t h e  h a l l - d o o r  a n d  m a k in g  h is  way 
t o w a r d s  t h e  v i l l a g e .  P a s t  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  the 
s m a l l  l i n e  o f  l i t t l e  s h o p s  t h a t  le d  t o  th e  more 
s c a t t e r e d  p a r t  o f  I n g o l d s t h o r p e ,  h e  s o o n  found 
h i m s e l f  b y  t h e  h i g h  w a l l  w h i c h  s h u t  o f f  the 
V i c a r a g e  g a r d e n  f r o m  t h e  r o a d .

“ H u l l o ,  G .  W . ,  w h e r e  a r e  y o u  g o in g ? ”  
L o o k i n g  u p ,  h e  e s p ie d  T h u r f e y ’s h e a d  ; 

s h o u ld e r s  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  w a l l .
“  G o i n g  d o w n  t o  K e n n y 's  t o  g e t  s o m e  boo: 

nails. B y - t h e - b y e ,  D i c k ,  I  w is h  y o u  c o u ld  give 
m e  s o m e  o f  t h a t  f i v e  b o b  y o u  o w e  m e , I ’ve  on ly 
g o t  2S. 4 d .  in t h e  w h o le  w o r l d . ”

“  R i g h t  y o u  a r e  ! ”  w a s  t h e  r a t h e r  u n e x p e c te d  
r e p l y .  “  L o o k  o u t ;  c a t c h  ! ”  a n d  a  “ c a r t  w h e e l”  
c a m e  s p i n n i n g  d o w n  ;  w a s  d e f t l y  c a u g h t ,  and 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  G .  W . ’ s w a is t c o a t  p o c k e t .

“  C o m e  i n  a n d  h a v e  lu n c h !
T h e r e ’s  n o b o d y  h e r e  b u t  t h e  m ater 
a n d  t h e  g i r l s . ”

“ C a n ’ t ;  h a v e n ’ t  g o t  le a v e .  
T h a n k s  a w f u l l y  f o r  th e  m o n e y ,”  
a n d  w i t h  a  w a v e  o f  t h e  h a n d , G. 
W .  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  j o u r n e y .  “ G ood 
o l d  D i c k ,  d i d n ’ t  t h i n k  I ’d  g e t it 
b a c k  s o  s o o n , ”  h e  s o l i lo q u is e d ,  as 
h e  t u r n e d  t h e  c o r n e r  i n t o  th e  main 
r o a d .

N e a r i n g  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  l i e  h a l f  
s t o p p e d ,  a n d  h i s  f a c e  s u d d e n ly  b r ig h te n e d  
u p  i n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  w e  h a v e  before 
d e s c r i b e d .  J u s t  e m e r g in g  f r o m  th e  en tran ce  
w a s  a  g i r l  o f  a b o u t  s e v e n te e n ,  a  re m a rk a b ly  
p r e t t y  g i r l .  S o  t h o u g h t  G .  W .  as , w ith  
c h e e k s  f l u s h e d  w i t h  t h e  w in d ,  a n d  h e r  red 
t a m - o ’ - s h a n t e r  s e t t i n g  o f f  h e r  e x t r e m e ly  fa ir 
h a i r ,  s h e  c a m e  d o w n  t h e  s te p s  in t o  the 
r o a d w a y .

T h i s  w a s  T h u r l e y ’ s  e l d e r  s is te r ,  a n d  very 
w e l l  k n o w n  —  a t  le a s t ,  b y  s ig h t  —  b y  every 
b o y  i n  t h e  s c h o o l .  N o  o n e  could  help 
a d m i r i n g  h e r ,  a n d  t h e  m o r e  susceptib le  had 
e v e n  b e e n  k n o w n  t o  h i n t  a t  a  deeper fee l
i n g  f o r  “ o l d  T h u r l e y ’s  D o r a . ”  I f  anyone 
h a d  s a id  t o  G .  W .  t h a t  h e  w a s  in lo v e ^ v it  
D o r a  T h u r l e y ,  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  to ld  h im  * no t 
t o  b e  a  s i l l y  a s s . ”  Y e t ,  i f  t h e  t r u t h  b e  to  > 
t h e r e  h a d  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  sp run g u p  m  is 
h e a r t  s u c h  a  d e v o t i o n  t h a t  i t  w a s  as near 
t h e  t e n d e r  p a s s io n  a s  c o u l d  w e l l  b e . R e  
w a s  o f t e n  a t  t h e  V ic a r a g e ,  w h e r e  h e  " a s  
g r e a t  f a v o u r i t e ,  a n d  k e e n  w a s  th e dis-
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a p p o in tm e n t  i f  s h e  d i d  n o t  h a p p e n  t o  b e  a t  
ho m e  o n  t h e s e  o c c a s io n s .

“  W h v ,  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n ,  w e  h a v e n ’ t  s e e n  
a n y th in g  o f  y o u  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  ! ”  s h e  b e g a n ,  a s  
the b o y  l i f t e d  h i s  c a p .

“  I ’v e  b e e n  m e a n in g  t o  c o m e  r o u n d  a l l  t h i s  
tveek, M is s  T h u r l e y ,  b u t  I ’ v e  h a d  a  l o t  o f  im -  
po ts  t o  d o ,  a n d  I ’ v e  h a d  t o  p r a c t i c e  f o r  t h e  
q u a rte r, w h i c h  c o m e s  o f f  n e x t  w e e k . . O f  c o u r s e ,  
yo u ’re  g o in g  t o  t h e  s p o r t s ?  I  
th o u g h t  I  s h o u ld  f i n d  y o u  d o w n  
here a f t e r  t h e  g i r l s ’ s c h o o l  w a s  
o v e r,”  h e  a d d e d ,  w i t h  a  s l i g h t  
flush.

" O h ,  b u t  I  h a v e n ’ t  b e e n  t o  
the s c h o o ls  a t  a l l  t o - d a y  ! F o r  
the la s t  t w o  h o u r s  I ’ v e  b e e n  
w ith  p o o r  l i t t l e  D a i s y  K e n n y ,  
w ho h a s  b e e n  a w f u l l y  i l l  s in c e  
y e s te rd a y , a n d  v e r y  f e v e r i s h .
I ’v e  o n ly  j u s t  b e e n  a b le  t o  
p e rs u a d e  h e r  m o t h e r  t o  s e n d  f o r  M r .
A d k in  ; t h e y  a r e  s o  s t u p i d  a b o u t  t h e i r  
p re ju d ic e  t o  c a l l i n g  i n  a  d o c t o r .

“  A n d  n o w ,  w h e r e  a r e  y o u  g o in g  ? ”  s h e  
w en t o n ,  a s  a  b u n d l e  o f  l e t t e r s  w a s  t r a n s 
fe rre d  f r o m  t h e  m u f f  t o  a  s m a l l  b a g  h a n g 
in g  tp  h e r  s id e .

“ W e l l ,  I  w a s  g o in g  t o  K e n n y ’ s s h o p ;  
b u t i t ’s t e n  t o  t w o ,  a n d  I ’d  m u c h  r a t h e r  
tu rn  b a c k  w i t h  y o u ,  i f  I  m a y , ”  h e  r e p l i e d .

“  T h a t  w i l l  b e  v e r y  n i c e  ;  a n d  n o w  t e l l  
m e  a l l  a b o u t  t h e  s p o r t s ,  a n d  h o w  t h e  
f if te e n  h a v e  b e e n  g e t t i n g  o n  l a t e l y .  D i c k  
te lls  m e  s o  l i t t l e ,  a n d  I  n e v e r  s e e m  t o  s e e  
h im  n b w ,  e x c e p t  a t  m e a l s . ”

S p  w i t h  m u c h  c h a t t e r  t h e  t w o  s a u n t e r e d  
on, th e  w a lk  e n d i n g  f a r  t o o  q u i c k l y ,  i n  G .
W .’s o p in i o n ,  a n d  i t  w a s  w i t h  m u c h  r e 
g re t t h a t  h e  s a id  g o o d - b y e  a t  t h e  V i c a r a g e  “  
ga te, p r o m i s in g  t o  c o m e  t o  t e a  t h e  v e r y  
n e x t S u n d a y .

“ S h e  is a  j o l l y  g i r l , ”  h e  s a id  t o  h i m s e l f ,  
as h e  f e l l  i n t o  a  j o g g i n g  t r o t .  “  N o w ,  i f  I ' m  la t e  
ag a in  f o r  d i n n e r ,  t h e r e ’ l l  b e  a n o t h e r  r o w  ! ”

S c h o o l w a s  r e a c h e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e  c l o c k  
s tru c k  a n d  r u n n i n g  i n t o  t h e  b i g  d i n i n g - r o o m ,  h e  
was ju s t  i n  t i m e  t o  s l i p  i n t o  h i s  s e a t  a s  t h e  c le a r  
v o ic e  o f  t h e  h e a d m a s t e r  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  L a t i n  
g race .

c a u g h t  i t  t h r o u g h  h i s  s is t e r ,  w h o ,  a l t h o u g h  s h e  
h a d  h e r s e l f  e s c a p e d ,  h a d  b e e n  k n o w n  t o  h a v e  
n u r s e d  l i t t l e  D a i s y  K e n n y ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o .  t h e  
b o o t m a k e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  f e v e r  w a s  o n  h e r .  N o

C H A P T E R  I I .

FO I j R  d a y s  l a t e r ,  w h e n  t h e  H e a d  a n n o u n c e d  
f h a t  T h u r l e y  h a d  s c a r l e t  f e v e r ,  a n d  t h a t  n o  
o n e  w a s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s  w i t h 

o u t le a v e ,  t i l l  f u r t h e r  n o t i c e ,  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  a m o n g  
th e  b o y s  w a s  in t e n s e .  I t  s e e m e d  t h a t  T h u r l e y  h a d

W E T , GEORGE WASHINGTON. W E  HAVEN’ T SEEN ANYTHING OS’ 
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HIS CAP.

o t h e r  c a s e  h a d ,  h o w e v e r ,  a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  t h e  
H e a d  w e n t  o n  t o  s a y  t h a t  h e  h a d  d e c i d e d  n o t  
t o  b r e a k  u p  t h e  s c h o o l ,  u n le s s  a n o t h e r  o u t b r e a k  
o c c u r r e d .  I n  t h e  m e a n t im e ,  t h e  b o y s  c o u l d  
w r i t e  t o  t h e i r  p e o p le ,  a n d  t h o s e  w h o s e  p a r e n t s  
d e s i r e d  i t ,  w o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  g o  h o m e .

T h e r e  w a s  a  f u r t h e r  e x c i t e m e n t  i n  s t o r e ,  h o w 
e v e r ,  a s  e v e r y o n e  s a w ,  w h e n  t h e  H e a d  r e m a i n e d  
s t a n d in g ,  a n d ,  w i t h  f a c e  g r a v e r  t h a n  e v e r ,  w e n t  
o n  : “  A n d  n o w ,  b o y s ,  I  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  
s e r io u s  t o  s a y  t o  y o u — s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  I  m a y  
s a y  h a s  u p s e t  m e  v e r y  m u c h ,  a n d  w h i c h ,  t h a n k  
G o d ! h a s  n o t ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  h a p p e n e d  i n  t h i s  s c h o o l  
b e f o r e .  I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a  c o m p l a i n t  f r o m  a  
b o y  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  o f  m o n e y  h a v i n g  b e e n  m is s e d  
T h e r e  a p p e a r s ,  f r o m  w h a t  I  a r u  t o l d ,  s m a l l
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d o u b t  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  s t o le n  b y  s o m e o n e  i n  t h e  
h o u s e ;  t h e  d a y ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e  
t i m e  h a v e  b e e n  a s c e r t a i n e d ,  a n d  t h e r e  s e e m s  n o  
o t h e r  c o u r s e  o p e n  t o  m e  t h a n  t o  h a v e  a l l  o f  y o u ,  
a n d  y o u r  r o o m s  a n d  b o x e s ,  s e a r c h e d .  T h i s ,  I  
t h i n k ,  is  t h e  f a i r e s t  w a y  t o  a l l ,  a n d  I  m a y  s a y  
t h a t  t h e  s e r v a n t s  h a v e  a g r e e d  t o  t h i s  b e i n g  d o n e ,  
w i t h o u t ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n y  r e s u l t .  P le a s e  G o d ,  
t h e r e  is  n o  t h i e f  a m o n g  y o u  ; i f  t h e r e  is ,  l e t  h i m  
c o m e  t o  m e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h i s  s c h o o l .  A s  
y o u r  r o o m s  a r e  t o  b e  e x a m in e d  f o r t h w i t h ,  l e t  
a n y  b o y  w h o  o b je c t s  t o  t h i s  b e in g  d o n e ,  s a y  s o  
n o w .  E v e r y o n e  w i l l  t u r n  o u t  h i s  p o c k e t s ,  a n d  
M r .  H e a d l e y  a n d  M r .  C a t t l e y  
w i l l  p r o c e e d  t o  e x a m in e  e a c h  
o f  y o u . ”

A f t e r  a  f e w  s e c o n d s ’ a w e d  
s i l e n c e ,  t h e  w o r k  o f  e m p t y i n g  
p o c k e t s  b e g a n ,  a n d  a s  t h e  t w o  
m a s t e r s  w e n t  d o w n  t h e  r o o m ,  
m o r e  t h a n  o n e  s m i l e  w a s  p r o 
v o k e d  a t  t h e  q u a i n t  a n d  i n 
c o n g r u o u s  a r t i c l e s  t h u s  e x 
p o s e d  t o  v i e w .  M o n e y  
a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  s o m e w h a t  o f  
a  r a r i t y ,  a n d  t h e  s e a r c h  w a s  
s o o n  o v e r .  A f t e r  a  w h i s p e r e d  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  h i s  c o l 
le a g u e s ,  t h e  H e a d  w e n t  o u t  
w i t h  “ o l d  C a t t l e y , ”  l e a v in g  
M r .  H e a d l e y  i n  c h a r g e  f o r  
t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  
h o u r .

T h a t  e v e n in g ,  G .  W .  s a t  i n  
h i s  b e d r o o m  “  s t u d y , ”  p r e s u m a b ly  o c c u p i e d  
w i t h  “  p r e p . ”  F o r  t h e  la s t  t e n  m i n u t e s ,  h o w 
e v e r ,  h e  h a d  h a r d l y  g l a n c e d  a t  h i s  w o r k ,  a n d  
s a t  w i t h  e y e s  s t a r i n g  i n t o  v a c a n c y .

G .  W .  w a s  n o t  w e l l — t h e r e  w a s  n o  d o u b t  
a b o u t  i t .  H e  h a d  w h a t  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  c a l l e d  
a n  “ a l l - o v e r i s h ”  f e e l i n g ,  a n d  n e v e r  i n  a l l  h i s  
l i f e  h a d  h e  f e l t  s o  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e v e r y t h i n g .

“  I  t h i n k , ”  h e  p r e s e n t l y  s a id  t o  h i m s e l f ,  “  I  
w i l l  g e t  le a v e  t o  s t a y  i n  b e d  t o - m o r r o w . ”  W i t h  
t h i s  r e s o lv e ,  h e  r o s e  f r o m  h i s  s e a t ,  t o  b e  m e t  
w i t h  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  C a p t a i n  o f  
t h e  s c h o o l ,  t h a t  t h e  h e a d m a s t e r  d e s i r e d  t o  s e e  
h i m .

“  B o t h e r  t h e  H e a d  !”  h e  m u t t e r e d ,  a s ,  s h u t t i n g  
u p  h i s  b o o k s ,  h e  e x c h a n g e d  h i s  b l a z e r  f o r  h i s  
b l a c k  c o a t ,  w i t h o u t  w h i c h ,  n o n e  w e r e  a l l o w e d  
t o  e n t e r  t h e  h e a d m a s t e r ’s  s t u d y .

A s  h e  w e n t  d o w n  t h e  s t a i r s  a  s u d d e n  g i d d in e s s  
c a m e  o v e r  h i m ,  a n d  h e  h a d  t o  h o l d  o n  t o  t h e  
b a n i s t e r s  f o r  s u p p o r t .  O n  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  
H e a d ’ s  d o o r ,  h o w e v e r ,  h e  f e l t  b e t t e r ,  a n d  t o  t h e  
d e e p  “  c o m e  i n , ”  i n  r e p l y  t o  h i s  k n o c k ,  e n t e r e d  
t h e  g r e a t  m a n ’s  s t u d y .

T h e  H e a d  w a s  s i t t i n g  b a c k  a t  h i s  k n e e - h o le

t a b le ,  g a z in g  a c r o s s  t h e  r o o m .  N o  o n e  had 
b e e n  k n o w n  t o  s e e  h i m  u n o c c u p ie d  in  h is 
s t u d y  ; h i s  u s u a l  a t t i t u d e  b e in g  e i t h e r  th a t  of 
r e a d i n g  i n  h i s  l o w  b a s k e t - c h a i r ,  o r  b e n d h v  
s t u d i o u s l y  o v e r  h i s  t a b le ,  w i t h  p e n  in  h a n d .  As 
G .  W .  c a m e  i n  h e  l o o k e d  u p  a t  h im ,  a n d ,  fo r a 
f e w  s e c o n d s ,  d i d  n o t  s p e a k .  T h e n  : “ D a v id s o n  
d o  y o u  r e c o g n is e  t h i s  ? ”  A s  h e  s p o k e  h e  l i f te d  
u p  f r o m  t h e  t a b le  a  c o in ,  w h i c h  h e  p a s s e d  over 
t o  t h e  b o y .  G o i n g  a  l i t t l e  c lo s e r ,  G .  W .  saw  a 
f i v e - s h i l l i n g  p i e c e  —  a n  o r d i n a r y  f iv e - s h i l l in g  
p i e c e ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a  h o l e  d r i l l e d  t h r o u g h  th e  
e a r  o f  o u r  M o s t  G r a c io u s  S o v e r e ig n .

“  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ’ v e  g o t  a  five- 
s h i l l i n g  p i e c e  j u s t  l i k e  th a t , ”
h e  b e g a n .  “ W h y ,  i s -------- ”
h e r e  h e  p a u s e d ,  a s  th e  H e a d  
t u r n e d  r o u n d  s u d d e n ly  in  h is 
c h a i r .

“  M y  d e a r  b o y ,  I  h a v e  sent 
f o r  y o u  t o  t e l l  m e  w h e re  you 
g o t  t h i s  c o in ,  w h ic h  w a s  fo u n d  
i n  y o u r  d r e s s in g - t a b le  d ra w e r, 
a n d  is ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  d o u b t ,  the 
s a m e  t h a t  R a w l i n s o n  m issed  
f r o m  h i s  o v e r c o a t  la s t  M o n 
d a y .  I  k n o w  w e l l  e n o u g h  you 
c a n  g i v e  m e  a  s a t is fa c to r y  ac
c o u n t  o f  i t ;  o n l y  j u s t  t r y  and 
t h i n k ,  i f  y o u  c a n ,  w h e re  you 
o b t a i n e d  i t . ”

O f  c o u r s e  h e  c o u ld  ! H e  
w a s  n o t  s o  f l u s h  a t  th is  e n d  o f 
t h e  t e r m  b u t  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  te ll 

w h e r e  a  n e w ly - a c q u i r e d  f i v e - s h i l l i n g  p ie c e  cam e 
f r o m .  W h y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  D i c k  T h u r l e y  g a ve  it  
h i m  a t  t h e  V i c a r a g e  g a t e ;  h e  re m e m b e re d  
p e r f e c t l y  w e l l ; j u s t  a f t e r  h e  h a d  c o m e  aw ay 
f r o m  d o in g  a n  i m p o t  f o r  H e a d le y .  T h e n  the 
s c e n e  c a m e  b a c k  t o  h i m — T h u r l e y  c o m in g  in to  
t h e  h a l l ,  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g .  W h y — h e r e  G . W . 
p a u s e d  i n  h i s  r e m in is c e n c e s , — w h a t  w a s  i t  tha t 
h a d  s u d d e n l y  s p r u n g  u p o n  h i m  ? G oo d  
H e a v e n s !  D i c k  h a d  s e a r c h e d  i n  s e v e ra l coats, 
a n d  t a k e n  o u t  m o n e y — h e  r e m e m b e r e d  th in k in g  
h e  w a s  f a g g i n g  f o r  s o m e o n e .  W h y  ! —  
H e a v e n s !— n o !— i t  c o u l d  n o t  p o s s ib ly  b e . F o r 
a n  i n s t a n t  i t  f l a s h e d  t h r o u g h  h i s  m in d ,  o n ly  to  
b e  e x p e l l e d  t h e  n e x t .  D i c k  T h u r l e y  a  th ie f?  
B u t  t h e n ,  h e  c e r t a i n l y  s a w  h i m  d o  th is  t h in g . 
T h e r e  m u s t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b e  s o m e  e x p la n a t io n . 
T h e n  h e  r e m e m b e r e d  h o w  h a r d  u p  D ic k  had 
b e e n ,  a n d ' h o w  h e  h a d  t o l d  h i m ,  w h e n  h e  b o r
r o w e d  t h e  m o n e y ,  t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  c o u ld  n o t  give 
h i m  a n y  m o r e  t i l l  n e x t  m o n t h .  A l l  these 
t h o u g h t s  s u r g e d  t h r o u g h  h i s  h e a d ,  o n e  a f te r  the 
o t h e r .  T h e n — h e  c o u l d  s e e  n o  o t h e r  s o lu t io n - 
D i c k  h a d  b e e n  t e m p t e d ,  a n d  s t o l e n ; h e  " a s  t  
o n l y  o n e  a b s e n t  w h e n  t h e  s c h o o l  w a s  s c a ic h e a .

C . W , W A S  N O T W E L L , A N D  H AD  AN 
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nerhap5 b e  h a i l  s o m e  m o r e  w i t h  h i m  n o w ,  
taken a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  D i c k ,  a  t h i e f !  G o o d  
Heavens’ h er  b r o t h e r  a  t h i e f !  H e r e  G .  W .  
fa ir ly  g a s p e d . H i s  f a c e  w e n t  w h i t e .  S h e  m u s t  
never k n o w  ; h e  f e l t  i t  w o u l d  b r e a k  h e r  h e a r t ;  
a n y th in g  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h a t .  B e s id e s ,  
p ic k  w a s  i l l ,  v e r y  i l l ,  t h e y  s a id .  L i k e  
a flash i t  c a m e  u p o n  h i m  —  D o r a  

should never know  !  F o r  h e r  s a k e  
he w o u ld n ’ t  s a y  w h e r e  h e  g o t  t h i s  
coin, le t  t h e m  t h i n k  w h a t  t h e y  
m igh t.

“ W e l l ,  m y  b o y , ”  b r o k e  i n  
the H e a d ,  i n  a  g e n t l e  v o i c e .
H e h a d  w a t c h e d  t h e  e x p r e s 
sion o f  t h e  b o y ’s fa c e  c l o s e l y ,  
all th e  t i m e ,  a n d  w h o  s h a l l  
say w h a t p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h a t  
k in d ly  h e a r t  w h i l e  d o i n g  s o  ?

G. W .  l o o k e d  u p ,  w h i t e  t o  
the l ip s . “  I  c a n n o t  t e l l  y o u ,  
sir,”  c a m e  o u t ,  a t  la s t .

“ C o m e , D a v id s o n ,  c a n ’ t  
you r e m e m b e r ? ”

“ Y e s , s i r ” ;  t h i s  t i m e  v e r y  
low.

' “ C o m e , c o m e ,  t h i s  i s  n o n 
sense ! O u t  w i t h  i t ,  l a d ,  a n d  
lot’s g e t t h e  b u s in e s s  o v e r . "

“ I ’m  v e r y  s o r r y ,  s i r ,  b u t  I  c a n ’ t  t e l l  y o u , ”  
^nd  h e re  G .  W .  h a d  t o  h o l d  o n  t o  t h e  t a b l e  f o r  
support.

“ W h y ,  b le s s  m y  s o u l ,  w h a t ’ s w r o n g  w i t h  t h e  
hoy? B u t  d o n ’ t  y o u  s e e ,  i f  y o u  d o n ’ t  t e l l  m e  I  
™ve n o  a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  t o  p u t  a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
0ri y o u r  s i l e n c e — a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  I  s h u d d e r  
t t ’en to  t h i n k  o f .  < C o m e ,  o l d  m a n ,  s h a k e  y o u r -  

t o g e t h e r ! ”
^ I t s  n o  g o o d ,  s i r , ”  t h e  b o y  f a l t e r e d .
‘ T h e n  a m  I  t o  i n f e r  ( h e r e  t h e  H e a d  a l m o s t
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s m i l e d  a t  t h e  b a r e  id e a )  t h a t  y o u r  s i le n c e  
g i v e s  c o n s e n t  t o  a n  a c c u s a t i o n  w h i c h  is  b o u n d  
t o  b e  m a d e  a g a in s t  y o u — t h a t  y o u  t o o k  t h i s  
m o n e y  ? ”

G .  W .  b o w e d  h i s  h e a d .
“ S p e a k ,  b o y  ! ”  g a s p e d  t h e  m a s t e r ,  h i s  

f a c e  n o w  n e a r l y  a s  w h i t e  a s  t h e  o t h e r ’s .
“  Y e s ,  s i r , ”  c a m e  a  w e a k  v o i c e ,  w h i c h  

t h e  H e a d  s c a r c e l y  r e c o g n is e d .
T h e n  t h e  H e a d  s a t  

d o w n  a n d  g a z e d  a t  t h e  
b o y  w i t h  h o r r . r  -  s t r u c k  
fa c e .

“  G o d  h e l p  y o u  ! ”  h e  a t  
l a s t  f a l t e r e d ,  a l m o s t  t o  h i m 
s e l f ;  t h e n  i n  a  l o u d e r  
v o ic e ,  “  D a v id s o n ,  I  a m  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  y o u  
a c k n o w l e d g e  t o  h a v i n g  
s t o l e n  t h e  m o n e y  ? ”

G .  W .  b o w e d  h i s  h e a d  
a g a in .  T e n  s e c o n d s  p a s s e d  
i n  a b s o lu t e  s i le n c e .  T h e n

“  G o  t o  y o u r  r o o m  n o w ,  
a n d  c o m e  t o  m e  a t  n i n e  
t o - m o r r o w  m o r n i n g . ”

I f  G . W .  h a d  g l a n c e d  b a c k  
a s  h e  s t u m b l e d  o u t  a t  t h e  
d o o r ,  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  s e e n  
a  g r e y  h e a d  b o w e d  d o w n  
o n  t h e  t a b l e  i n  a n  a t t i t u d e  
o f  u t t e r  w r e t c h e d n e s s .  G .  
W .  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t  d i d  n o t  
f e e l  i n c l i n e d  t o  n o t i c e  a n y 
t h i n g ,  h o w e v e r .  H i s  h e a d  
s w a m ;  h e  c o u l d  h a r d l y  f e e l  
t h e  s t e p s  a s  h e  a s c e n d e d  
t h e  s ta i r s ,  a n d ,  a l m o s t  f a l l 
i n g  i n t o  h i s  r o o m ,  h e  la y  
d o w n  o n  h i s  b e d ,  j u s t  a s  
h e  w a s ,  a n d  s o o n  a l l  b e 
c a m e  a  b l a n k .

( I  t h i n k  I  h e a r  a  r e a d e r  
s a y in g  : — “  W h y  o n  e a r t h  
d i d n ’t  h e  s p e a k  u p  a n d  s a y  
a b o u t  T h u r l e y  ? I m p o s s i 
b l e  a n d  u n n a t u r a l  f o r  a  

f e l l o w  t o  m a k e  s u c h  a  m a r t y r  o f  h i m s e l f !  H e  
h a d  h i s  o w n  r e p u t a t i o n  a n d  f u t u r e  c a r e e r  t o  
c o n s id e r , ”  e t c . ,  e t c .  M y  d e a r  f e l l o w ,  d o  w e  
a lw a y s  d o ,  o n  t h e  s p u r  o f  a  m o m e n t ,  t h a t  w h i c h  
w e  s h o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  a f t e r  c a l m e r  c o u n s e l  r 
T h a t  o u r  f r i e n d  w a s  i l l  w a s  b e y o n d  a l l  q u e s t io n .  
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a t  p r o m p t e d  h i m ,  
a b o v e  a l l ,  w a s ,  i n  a  le s s  d e g r e e ,  m u c h  a k i n  t o  
t h a t  w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  b i g  w o r l d ,  h a s  m a d e  g r o w n  
m e n  d o  s t r a n g e r  t h i n g s  b e f o r e  n o w ,  d e p e n d  
u p o n  i t . )
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b a d  b e e n  f o u n d  e a r l y  t h a t  m o r n i n g  q u i t e  d e l i r i o u s ,  
a n d  w i t h  t h e  f e v e r  r a g in g  b a d l y .  S y m p a t h y  r a n  
h i g h ,  a n d  w h i l e  e v e r y o n e  w a s  b u s y  p a c k in g ,  a n d  
m a k i n g  p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  s t a r t  o f f  h o m e ,  b y  t h e  
e x p r e s s  o r d e r  o f  t h e  H e a d ,  m u c h  w a s  t h e  t a l k  
o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  A t ' b r e a k f a s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  f r e s h  
n e w s  a w a i t e d  t h e  s c h o o l .  N o t h i n g  le s s  t h a n  
t h a t  R a w l i n s o n ’ s  m o n e y  h a d  b e e n  f o u n d  i n  
G .  W . ’ s  r o o m .  H e  h a d  b e e n  k n o w n  t o  b e  t h e  
o n l y  b o y  i n  t h e  h o u s e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  m o n e y  
w a s  t a k e n ,  a n d  h e  h a d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  c o n f e s s e d  t o  
t h e  H e a d  ! A t  f i r s t  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  b o y  w h o  
b e l i e v e d  t h e  s t o r y ,  w h i c h  h a d  le a k e d  o u t  f r o m  
n o  o n e  k n e w  w h e r e  ( t h e  H e a d  h a d  o n l y  
t a k e n  t w o  o f  t h e  m a s t e r s  i n t o  h i s  c o n f i d e n c e  o n  
t h e  s u b j e c t ) ,  a n d  i t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  H e a d  
h i m s e l f ,  o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  f r o m  s o m e  o f  G .  W . ’s  
b e s t  f r i e n d s ,  w a s  c o m p e l l e d  t o  v e r i f y  i t ,  t h a t  t h e  
f a c t s  w e r e  b e l i e v e d .  M a n y  t h e r e  w e r e ,  i n d e e d ,  
w h o  p r o p o s e d  t o  s t a y  o n  a n d  t r y  a n d  v i n d i c a t e  
h i s  c h a r a c t e r .  T h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  n o t  a l l o w e d ,  
a n d  w i t h  m u c h  b u s t l e  a n d  c o n f u s i o n ,  a n d  w i t h  
t o n g u e s  a g o g  w i t h  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  
a t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  a l l  w e r e  a t  l e n g t h  s e n t  o n  t h e i r  
w a y ,  a n d  t h e  h o u s e  b e c a m e  q u i e t  a g a in .

T h e  d o c t o r ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  w i t h  t h e  p a t i e n t  
s in c e  e a r l y  m o r n i n g ,  w a s  w i t h  t h e  H e a d .

“  I ’ m  a f r a i d  i t ’ s  a  b a d  c a s e , ”  h e  w a s  s a y i n g ; 
“ a n d  t h o u g h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i t  is  e a r l y  t o  j u d g e  o f  
h o w  l o n g  a  b u s in e s s  i t  w i l l  b e ,  h i s  m o t h e r  o r  
s o m e o n e  h a d  b e t t e r  b e  s e n t  f o r ; h e ’ l l  w a n t  
s o m e  v e r y  c a r e f u l  n u r s i n g .  N o w  I  m u s t  g o  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  b a c k  a g a in  t h i s  
a f t e r n o o n .  I  h a v e  l e f t  a l l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w i t h  
t h e  m a t r o n . ”

M r s .  D a v i d s o n  a r r i v e d  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  a n d  
t o o k  h e r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  s i c k - r o o m .  G .  \ V .  w a s  
a  l i t t l e  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  n o w ,  t h o u g h  t h e  f e v e r  
h a d  n o t  a b a t e d .  E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  c o u l d  p o s s ib l y  
b e .  w a s  d o n e  f o r  h i m — h e  w a s  a  u n i v e r s a l  
t a v o u r i t e ,  a n d ,  f r o m  t h e  H e a d  d o w n w a r d s  ( w h o  
p a i d  s e v e r a l  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  s i c k - r o o m ) ,  t h e  w h o le  
h o u s e h o ld  w a s  a n x i o u s  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  
h i m .

T o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  d a y  h e  s e e m e d  
t o  p i c k  u p  s l i g h t l y ; h e  b e c a m e  m o r e  in t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h in g s * -  a n d  o f t e n  a s k e d  n e w s  o f  D i c k .

“ G o i n g  a l o n g  e x c e l l e n t l y , ”  t h e  d o c t o r  a s s u r e d  
h i m ,  t o  h i s  n u m e r o u s  e n q u i r i e s ;  “ a n d  s o  w i l l  
y o u  b e ,  I  h o p e ,  i n  a  d a y  o r  t w o . ”

I t  w a s  o n  t h e  e v e n in g  o f  t h e  n e x t  d a y  t h a t  t h e  
c h a n g e  c a m e .  A t  a  l o w  m u r m u r  f r o m  t h e  b e d ,  
h i s  m o t h e r  h a d  s t a r t e d  u p  f r o m  h e r  c h a i r  a n d  
b e n t  o v e r  h i m .  N o  a n s w e r  c a m e  t o  h e r  q u e r y  
a s  t o  h o w  h e  f e l t .  I t  s o o n  a p p e a r e d  h e  w a s

u n c o n s c i o u s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  D r .  Adki 
a t  f i v e  o ’c l o c k ,  h e  wra s  i n  a  h ig h  state ot 
d e l i r i u m ,  w h i c h  p a s s e d  6 fT , t o  b e  fo llo w e d  H 
a  h e a v y  s le e p ,  f r o m  w h i c h  h e  w o k e  as e id it 
s o u n d e d  f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l  c l o c k .  V e r y  weak he 
s e e m e d  n o w ,  a n d  a t  n i n e  t h e  d o c t o r  cam e out 
i n t o  t h e  p a s s a g e ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  H e a d . l „  
a n s w e r  t o  h i s  m u t t e r e d  q u e s t io n ,  D r .  Adkin 
s h o o k  h i s  h e a d .

“ I t ’ s  a  g r a v e  c a s e , ”  h e  s a id ,  “ a  v e ry  grave 
c a s e .  A t  t h i s  m o m e n t  I  c a n  o n l y  s a y  w e must 
b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  w o r s t .  T h e  b o y  is  delicate 
a n d  I  c o n f e s s  i t  w o u l d  n o t  c o m e  a s  a  surprise 
t o  m e  i f  h e  d i d  n o t  s e e  a n o t h e r  n ig h t .  You 
o u g h t ,  i n  f a c t ,  t o  t e l l  h i s  m o t h e r ,  w i t h o u t  delay. 
I ’ l l  a s k  h e r  t o  g o  t o  y o u , ”  h e  a d d e d  in  a low 
t o n e ,  a s  h e  r e - e n t e r e d  t h e  r o o m .  T h e  other 
b o w e d  h i s  h e a d  i n  s i l e n c e — h i s  h e a r t  was too 
f u l l  f o r  w o r d s — a n d  a  m i n u t e  l a t e r  th e  mother 
w a s  i n  t h e  n e x t  r o o m  w i t h  h i m .

G .  W .  l o o k e d  v e r y  w e a k  a n d  t h i n  now , and 
l a y  b a c k  o n  h i s  p i l l o w ,  w i t h  e y e s  g a z in g  vacant]} 
a t  t h e  c e i l i n g .  A t  la s t ,  c a m e  i n  a  lo w  v o ic e :— 

“  D r .  A d k i n ,  c o m e  h e r e ,  p le a s e . ”
T h e  d o c t o r  w a s  b y  h i s  s id e  i n  a  m o m e n t  
“ T e l l  m e ,  a m  I  g o i n g  t o  d i e ? ”
“  O h ,  n o ! w e  h o p e  n o t , ”  a s  c h e e r fu l ly  at 

p o s s ib le .
“ N o ,  l e t  m e  k n o w  t h e  t r u t h ,  p le a s e , ”  w entcn 

t h e  b o y .  “ I  t h i n k  I  c a n  b e a r  i t . ”
“ W e l l ,  m y  d e a r  b o y ,  I ’ m  a f r a i d  y o u ’l l  never 

b e  a n y  b e t t e r . ”  “ A s  w e l l  t o  t e l l  h i m  th e  truth 
a t  o n c e ,  p o o r  l i t t l e  c h a p , ”  h e  t h o u g h t  t o  himself, 
a s  h e  a r r a n g e d  s o m e  m e d i c i n e  b o t t le s  at the 
o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e  r o o m .  N o t  a  w o r d  fo r  a full 
m i n u t e .  T h e n —

“  I  s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  D o r a ,  p le a s e — Miss 
T h u r l e y ,  y o u  k n o w .  W i l l  y o u  t e l l  m y  m other?” 

A s  t h e  d o c t o r  c r o s s e d  t h e  r o o m ,  th e  door 
o p e n e d ,  a n d  M r s .  D a v i d s o n  r e t u r n e d .  She had 
n o t  b e e n  c r y i n g ,  b u t  s h e  w a s  d e a d ly  p a le ; as 
D r .  A d k i n  p a s s e d  h e r ,  s h e  w h is p e r e d  something 
i n  h i s  e a r ,  a n d ,  n o d d i n g  h i s  h e a d ,  h e  w e n t out.

“  D r .  A d k i n  h a s  t o l d  m e , ”  s a id  G .  W . ,  srmply'i 
a s  s h e  b e n t  a n d  k i s s e d  h i m .  “  I ’ m  n o t  fright
e n e d ,  b e c a u s e — I ’ v e  g o t — y o u . ”  H i s  breathing 
w a s  b e c o m i n g  d i f f i c u l t  n o w ,  a n d  h e  c o u ld  only 
j e r k  o u t  h i s  s e n t e n c e s  a t  i n t e r v a l s .

S e v e r a l  m i n u t e s  p a s s e d .  A l l  a t  o n c e  the  doer 
o p e n e d  s l o w ly ,  a n d  s o m e o n e  c a m e  in  w ith  the 
H e a d .  H e  c o u l d n ’ t  s e e ,  a t  o n c e ,  w h o  i t  was, 
b u t  a s  t h e  f i g u r e  c a m e  f o r w a r d ,  h e  g a v e  a lithe 
e x c l a m a t i o n ,  a n d  a  s m i l e  l i t  u p  h i s  fa c e . I t ffa* 
D o r a ! h i s  b e lo v e d  D o r a ,  c o m e  t o  s a y  good-bye' 
H e  h e l d  o u t  h i s  h a n d  t o  h e r ,  a n d  as s^ e ^ ne! 
b y  t h e  b e d ,  h e  p u t  h i s  a r m s  r o u n d  her neck, an 
t h e i r  l i p s  m e t .  .

“  D o n ’ t  t a l k ,  d e a r , ”  s h e  s a id .  “  I  have J 
h e a r d  a l l  a b o u t  t h e  m o n e y .  D i c k  h a s  to ld  'b



G E O R G E  W A S H I N G T O N  I I . 543

II- the  H V n d  k n o w s  e v e r y t h i n g ,  a n d  y o u r  m o t h e r  h a s  
L ’me com e a n d  s e e  y o u .  H o w  g o o d  o f  y o u  t o  s h i e l d  
him lik e  t h a t , ”  s h e  w e n t  o n ,  a s  t h e  b o y  s i g n e d  t o  h i s  
mother to  l i f t  h i m  u p .  H e  k e p t  h i s  e y e s  o n  h e r ,  a n d  
smiled o n c e  o r  t w ic e .  _

Then f a in t l y ,  a n d  w i t h  h e a v y  
muses, c a m e  t h e  w o r d s  

*■ i t  was . . • b e c a u s e  . . .
0f you • - I  c o u l d n ’ t  b e a r  

y o u  s h o u ld  . . . k n o w ,  
dear,”  a n d  h e r e  h e  p a u s e d .
‘•We - • • w e r e  f o n d  . . .  o f  
one . . a n o t h e r  . . . w e r e n ’ t
TC?”  h e  w e n t  , o n ,  “ a n d  . . . 
now i t ’s . . • g o o d - b y e  ! ”

The g i r l ’ s h e a d  h a d  f a l l e n  o n  
to the c o u n te r p a n e .  “  M y  d e a r  
little G e o rg e  W a s h i n g t o n  —  m y  
little, l i t t le  b o y  ! ”  s h e  s o b b e d  ; 
and w h ile  t h e  H e a d  b e n t  d o w n  
to kiss th e  u p t u r n e d  f o r e h e a d ,  
lie p la c e d  o n e  s m a l l  w e a k  
hand on h e r  h a i r ,  a n d  t h e r e  i t  
stayed.

Soon th e  s o b b in g  c e a s e d ,  a n d '  
as the l i t t l e  h e a d  f e l l  b a c k  o n  •
tier s h o u ld e r , o n e  m o a n  e s c a p e d  t h e  m o t h e r ’ s 
bps; a n d  t h e  s i le n c e  w a s  o n l y  b r o k e n  f o r  a

I I  W A S D O H A ! H IS  B E L O V E D  DOH A, C O M E .T O  S A T  G O O D -B Y E !

s e c o n d ,  a s  t h e  H e a d  w e n t  q u i e t l y  o u t ,  
t h e  t h r e e  t o g e t h e r .

l e a v in g

S C H O O L  O R C H E S T R A S .
B y  A  M a k l b o k o u g h  B o y .

Is  m ost o f  t h e  s c h o o ls  o f  t o - d a y  w h i c h  n u m b e r  
W s c h o la rs  i n  h u n d r e d s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a t  le a s t  t w e n t y  
r th ir ty  w h o  p la y  s t r i n g e d  in s t r u m e n t s ,  a n d  n o t  a  

who m a y  h a v e  d r o p p e d  i t  f o r  a  t i m e ,  o r  h a v e  
ought i t  “  n o  g o ,”  w h o  c a n  b e  i n d u c e d  t o  t a k e  i t  
P again u n d e r  a  p r o m is e  o f  b e in g  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  
hool o rc h e s tra . I t  o n l y  n e e d s  t h e  c o - o p e r a t io n  
■ a m u s ica l i n s t r u c t o r ,  a n d  t h e  h e a r t y  s u p p o r t ,  
id  pe thaps m u s ic a l  a i d ,  o f  a  f e w  o f  t h e  m a s t e r s ,  
l very  r a p id l y  t u r n  t w e n t y  o r  t h i r t y  m e d io c r e  
,|jy«rs in to  r e a l l y  a c c o m p l is h e d  o r c h e s t r a l  p e r -  
ortners. H a v in g  r e a d  s o  f a r ,  i n y  j r e a d e r s  w i l l  

Jly s a y , “  W h e r e  is  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t e l l i n g  u s  t o  
w n o rc h e s tra s  ? H a v e  w e  n o t  a l r e a d y  g o t  t h e m  ?

'a t E t o n ,  U p p in g h a m ,  a n d  M a r l b o r o u g h ,  a n d  
Onerous o t h e r  l e a d in g  s c h o o ls .  D o  t h e y  n o t  a l l  
- i5®ss 8ch o o l o r c h e s t r a s  ? ”  M y  a n s w e r  is  t h a t  
^ te f o r  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  n o t  y e t  d o n e  s o . 

d m a n y  s c h o o ls  o f  o l d  s t a n d in g
ch t r e P J , a t ' o n  w h i c h  d o  n o t  p o s s e s s  s c h o o l  
t !  ^  ^ e tn  t a k e  e x a m p le  f r o m  th o s e  

aVm ,a r)^  sU i k e  o u t  a n d  f o r m  o n e  f o r  t h e m -  
■ I k e  a d v a n ta g e s  a r e  l e g io n — a n  o r c h e s t r a

can give concerts, or can acid spirit to what, in 
previous years, has been a purely vocal enter
tainment. An orchestra can earn money for some 
pet mission in which the school is interested, as, 
for instance, Marlborough, who last year earned 
£270 by their concert in London in aid of the 
Tottenham Mission; and I think, last, but not 
least, it is only another way of bringing glory to 
the school by its achievements. A  small sub
scription must be levied for music. There should 
be practises of the united orchestra at least twice 
a week, and the separate parts— as first violins, 
violas, etc.— should be practised .alone at least 
once a week. Anyone who has the welfare of his 
school at heart can help to form one, either by 
his musical prowess or his hearty support and 
enthusiasm, and can hand down to generations 
to come an institution which will ever be a credit 
and another feather in the cap of the old schooL

U  shall be g lad to pu blish  an y photographs o f  

School Orchestras that are sent to me.—  E d . 
C aptain .]



PATRIOTISM

F or a country ’ t i s  b l i s s  to die.

•»*
H o m er .

T h e  n o b l e s t  m o t i v e  is  t h e  p u b l i c  g o o d .

. » . V irgil .

W c are not born for ourselves, but for our

countr>'- , . . C icero .
*r * r  * r

E n g l a n d  e x p e c t s  t h a t  e v e r y  m a n  t h i s  d a y  w i l l  
d o  h i s  d u t y .  .  N e l s o n .

- r  * r  *r*

What a pity is it, that we can die but once to 
save our country. A d dison .

L e t  o u r  o b j e c t  b e  o u r  c o u n t r y ,  o u r  w h o l e  
c o u n t r y ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  b u t  o u r  c o u n t r y .

D an iel  W ebster .

‘ b -l- *b

O u r  c o u n t r y — t o  b e  c h e r i s h e d  i n  a l l  o u r  
h e a r t s ,  t o  b e  d e f e n d e d  b y  a l l  o u r  h a n d s .

R obert W inth r op .

•  *  **r *.* ■ %*

T h e  p a t r i o t  a im s  a t  h i s  p r i v a t e  g o o d  i n  t h e  
p u b l i c .

W h e n  t h e  h e a r t  is  r i g h t ,  t h e r e  is  t r u e  p a t r i o t i s m .

B ishop B e r k e ly .

N o t h i n g  is  p e r m a n e n t l y  h e l p f u l  t o  a n y  r a c e  
o r  c o n d i t i o n  o f  m e n ,  b u t  t h e  s p i r i t  t h a t  i s  i n  
t h e i r  o w n  h e a r t s ,  k i n d l e d  b y  t h e  l o v e  o f  t h e i r  
n a t i v e  la n d .

+  +  R u sk in .

P a t r i o t i s m  is  a  b l i n d  a n d  i r r a t i o n a l  im p u l s e ,  
u n le s s  i t  is  f o u n d e d  o n  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  
b le s s in g s  w e  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  s e c u r e  a n d  t h e  p r i v i 
le g e s  w e  p r o p o s e  t o  d e f e n d .

R obert H al l .

*f* *i* *1-

W h o  w o u l d  n o t  b l e e d  w i t h  t r a n s p o r t s  f o r  h i s  
c o u n t r y ,

T e a r  e v e r y  t e n d e r  p a s s io n  f r o m  h i s  h e a r t ,
A n d  g r e a t l y  d i e  t o  m a k e  a  p e o p le  h a p p y  ?

Thomson.

A n  i n f a n t ,  w h e n  t h e  l i g h t  f i r s t  daw ns upon 
h i m ,  s h o u l d  l o o k  o n  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  throw}! 
l i f e  i t  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  h is  regards. He 
s h o u l d  d e v o t e  h i m s e l f  t o  a d v a n c e  h e r  in t e r s  
o r  s a c r i f i c e  h i m s e l f  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  h e r  power ’

Rousseau., * ♦*r  t

P a t r i o t i s m ,  t h e  l o v e  o f  o u r  c o u n try ,  is a 
n o b l e  t h i n g  w h e r e v e r  w e  s e e  i t .  I t  is  the spirit 
w h i c h  i s  m o s t  o p p o s e d  t o  in d iv id u a l  selfish
n e s s ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  s h i f t  a i l  u n w e lc o m e  responsi
b i l i t i e s  w h i c h  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  c o m fo r t ,  enjoy 
m e n t ,  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  m o m e n t .

R ev . C anon Newboll

T r u e  p a t r i o t i s m  is  b a s e d  o n  h o n e s ty ,  truthful 
n e s s ,  g e n e r o s i t y ,  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  a n d  genu ine  lore 
o f  f r e e d o m .  I t  i s  a  p r i n c i p l e  f r a u g h t  w ith  high 
i m p u l s e s  a n d  n o b l e  t h o u g h t s .  I t  springs  from 
a  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  l o v e  o f  c o u n t r y .  E ve ry  nun 
s h o u l d  g r a s p  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  h e  is  b u t  a link in 
t h e  c h a i n  o f  c r e a t i o n ,  a n d ,  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  hs 
l o v e  o f  c o u n t r y ,  h e  h a s  t h e  w o r ld  o p e n  to him 
f o r  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  h i s  d e e d s  o f  d e vo tio n  and

c h a r i t y- .  , ,  S miles.
- r  *r *r

H e  w h o  u n d e r t a k e s  a n  o c c u p a t io n  o f great 
t o i l  a n d  d a n g e r  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  serving and 
d e f e n d i n g  h i s  c o u n t r y  i s  a ! m o s t  va luable and 
r e s p e c t a b l e  m e m b e r  o f  s o c ie t y ,  a n d  i f  he con
d u c t s  h i m s e l f  w i t h  v a l o u r ,  f i d e l i t y ,  a n d  humanity, 
a n d  a m i d s t  t h e  h o r r o r s  o f  w a r  cu ltiva tes  iSw 
g e n t l e  m a n n e r s  o f  p e a c e  a n d  th e  v irtues of a 
h o l y  l i f e ,  h e  d e s e r v e s ,  a n d  w i l l  a s s u re d ly  receive 
t h e  e s te e m  a n d  t h e  a p p la u s e  o f  h is  grat® 
c o u n t r y ,  a n d — w h a t  is  o f  s t i l l  greater importance 
— t h e  a p p r o b a t i o n  o f  h i s  G o d .

Bishop Ported

-I- - r
P a t r i o t i s m  is ,  p e r h a p s ,  n o t  p ro p e r ly  to I* 

c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  d i s t i n c t  p r i n c i p l e  o f  o u r nature, 
b u t  r a t h e r  a s  t h e  r e s u l?  o f  a  combination o t ■ 
a f f e c t i o n s .  I t  l e a d s  u s ,  b y  e v e r y  means in 
p o w e r ,  t o  p r o m o t e  th ,e  p e a c e  a n d  prospertty ^  
o u r  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  t o  d i s c o u r a g e ,  t o  th e  u tm «  ■ 
o u r  a b i l i t y ,  w h a t e v e r  t e n d s  to th e  con'!"b 
E v e r y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  has some^ ^  
i n  h i s  p o w e r  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  H e  may • 
e x a m p l e ,  i n  h i s  o w n  p e r s o n ,  o f  d u t i f u l  an  ̂ .

r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  a u t h o r i t y ,  o f  s t r ic t
obediem

to the laws, and respectful s u b m is s io n  to 
Institutions of his country.

■ ABERCROM^

till



SYNOPSIS.—(Chapters I. to XX.)
At  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  B o e r  W n r .  t h r e e  y o u n g  m e n ,  G e o f f  

iiu l B e r n a r d  ( g e n e r a l l y  k n o w n  a s  '■ B u n n y  B i g b y ,  a n d  G u y  
B u n sen , f u n u e r l y  s c h o o l - f e l l o w a  t o g e t h e r  i n  E n g l a n d ,  f i n d  
t b im s e lv e s  o b l i g e d  t o  l e a v e  J o h a n n e s b u r g .  H o w e v e r ,  B u n s e n  
sh a m s i l l ,  a n d  r e m a i n s  b e h i n d .  G e o f f  a n d  B u n n y ,  a f t e r  a n  
ex cit in g  j o u r n e y ,  a r r i v e ,  w i t h  t h e i r  m o t h e r ,  a t  M a r i t z b u r g .  
L eav in g  M r s  B i g b y  h e r e ,  t h e y  g o  t o  t h e  f r o n t  o n  t h e i r  o w n  
a cco u n t a s  s c o i u s .  C o m i n g  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  B o e r s ,  
G eoff e s c a p e s  b u t  B u u n y  i s  c a p t u r e d .  H a v i n g  b r o k e n  t h e  
had n e w s  t o  b i s  m o t h e r ,  G e o f f  g o e s  d o w n  t o  m e e t  h i s  b r o t h e r  
H ugh  a t  D u r b a n .  T h e y  r e a d  i n  a  B o e r  n e w s p a p e r  t h a t  
B on n y  i s  a  p r i s o n e r  a t  P r e t o r i a ;  G e o f f  t h i n k s  o f  a  p l a n  t o  
rescu e  h i m  a n d  o n e  J a c k  R o s e n t h a l ,  a  f r i e n d ,  w h o  i s  a l s o  i n  
gaol t h e r e ,  w i n c h  i s  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  p o s e  a s  a  B o e r ,  a u d  H u g h  
M a n  E n g l i s h  o f f i c e r ,  h i s  p r i s o n e r ,  w h o m  h e  i s  e s c o r t i n g  t o  
P retoria . T i m s  d i s g u i s e d  t h e y  s e t  o u t ,  m e e t i n g  w i t h  s e v e r a l  
a J v e n tu re s  i  n n m t< \  e a c h  o f  t h e i r  h o r s e s  b e i n g  c o m m a n d e e r e d  
ih tu m . A t  h . n g t h ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  H a r r i s m i t h ,  G e o f f ' s

• ' p r i s o n e r ”  i s  t a k e n  b y  a  f i e l d  c o r n e t ,  w h i l s t  l i e  h i m s e l f  i s  
o r d e r e d  t o  r e j o i n  h i s  " c o m m a n d o ' '  w i t h  a l l  s p e e d .  H u g h  
e s c a p e s ,  a n d  r e j o i n s  G e o f f .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  t h e y  n e a r  P r e t o r i a .  
B u n n y  h a s  j u s t  r e c o g n i s e d  H u g h ,  w h e n  i n  w a l k s  G e o f f  i n  
t h e  g u i s e  o f  a  B o e r .  G e o f f  i s  t a k e n  o n  a s  a  w a r d e r ,  a n d  i s  
t h u s  a b l e  t o  s m u g g l e  i n  a  c h a n g e  o f  c l o t h e s  f o r  e a c h  o f  h i s  
t h r e e  f r i e n d s ,  w h o ,  u n d e r  h i s  g u i d a n c e ,  e s c a p e  a n d  g o  t o  t h e  
K r y k r a f t  B a n k  i l l  J o h a n n e s b u r g .  T h e  n e x t  d a y  h e  j o i n s  
t h e m : b u t  w h i l e  o n  a  v i s i t  t o  V e s t a  K r y k r a f t ,  h i s  s w e e t h e a r t ,  
m e e t s  B u n s e n ,  w h o  i s  h i s  d e a d l y  r i v a l .  A s  h e  d o e s  n o t  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  p a r t y  a t  t h e  b a u k  h o u s e ,  B u n n y  g o e s  i n  s e a r c h  o f  h i m ,  
a n d  t u r n s  u p  j u s t  i n  t i m e  t o  r e s c u e  G e o f f ,  w h o  h a s  b e e n  o v e r 
p o w e r e d  b y  B u n s e n .  H e a v i n g  B u n s e n  g a g g e d  a n d  t i e d  t o  a  
c h a i r ,  t h e y ' r e j o i n  t h e  o t h e r s  a n d  s e t  o u t  o n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  t o  
t h e  B r i t i s h  l i D e s .  T w o  h o r s e s  a r e  “ c o m m a n d e e r e d , ”  a n d  
t h e y  r i d e  o n  t o  a  f a r m h o u s e ,  w h e n  G e o f f  o b s e r v e s  t h a t  t h e y  
a r e  p u r s u e d .  H u g h  a n d  J a c k  a r e  p u t  t o  b e d  a s  w o u n d e d  
B o e r s  ;  G e o f f  a u d  B u n u y  s e e k  s h e l t e r  i n  t h e  w o o d s .

C H A P T E R  X X T .
THE T A B LE S TU RNED.

G f.off n::ule n o  m i s t a k e  w h e n  h e  d e c la r e d  t h a t  
had see :i C u y  B u n s e n  r i d i n g  w i t h  t h r e e  B o e r s  

towards th e  f a r m .  B u n s e n  i t  w a s .  L e t  m e  e x -  
t 's in , in  a  v e r y  f e w  w o r d s ,  h o w  l i e  c a m e  t o  b e  

fie . \ \ (; l e f t  h i m  g a g g e d  a n d  t i e d  t o  a  c h a i r  
ln “ ls 0 w n  r o o m  a t  J o h a n n e s b u r g .  I n  t h i s  n n -  
W 'n fo rta b l, p o s i t i o n  h e  r e m a in e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  
^ rs’ . b u t  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  r e le a s e d — a t  a b o u t  

* ' e n ' l l  ^ U: m o r n i n g — b y  h i s  n e x t - d o o r  n e ig h b o u r ,  
Vil. iii. -62

w h o  h a d  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  t a le  t o  t e l l  h im .  T h i s  
m a n  h a d  b e e n  r o u s e d  a t  n i g h t  b y  t h e  n o is e  o f  
q u a r r e l l i n g  i n  B u n s e n ’s  r o o m s .  B e i n g  o f  a n  
i n q u i s i t i v e  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  h e  h a d  d r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  
a n d  w a t c h e d  B u n s e n ’s  d o o r .  V e r y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
m o r n i n g  t w o  m e n  h a d  is s u e d  f o r t h  a n d  p a s s e d  
c a u t i o u s l y  d o w n  t h e  r o a d ,  h e  f o l l o w i n g .  H e  h a d  
t r a c k e d  t h e m  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  u n t i l  t h e y  d is a p p e a r e d  
i n t o  a  h o u s e ,  b u t  l i e  w a s  t o o  f a r  a w a y  t o  d i s t i n 
g u i s h  w h i c h  h o u s e  i t  w a s ,  f o r  t h e r e  w a s  n o  l i g h t .  
V e r y  s o o n  a f t e r w a r d s ,  l ie  h e a r d  t h e m  le a v e  o n c e



PATRIOTISM

F or a country ’tis bliss to die.

*1*
H om er .

The noblest motive is the public good.

* ♦ V irgil.

We are not born for ourselves, but for our

countri- . . * C icero.
- r  * r  - r

England expects that every man this day will
do his duty. V r i* rSELSO N .

What a pity is it, that we can die but once to 
save our country. A ddison .

Let our object be our country, our whole 
country, and nothing but our country.

D a n i e l  W e b s t e r .

-b  *1* *1*

Our country— to be cherished in all our 
hearts, to be defended by all our hands.

R obert W inthrop.

*:* *;*

The patriot aims at his private good in the 
public.

When the heart is right, there is true patriotism.
B ishop B erk ely .

Nothing is permanently helpful to any race 
or condition of men, but the spirit that is in 
their own hearts, kindled by the love of their 
native land.

- j .  +  R u skin .

Patriotism is a blind and irrational impulse, 
unless it is founded on a knowledge of the 
blessings we are called to secure and the privi
leges we propose to defend.

R obert H all.

*1-

Who would not bleed with transports for his 
country,

Tear every tender passion from his heart,
And greatly die to make a people happy ?

Thomson.

An infant, when the light first dawns upon 
him, should look on his country, and through 
life it should be the object of his regards. He 
should devote himself to advance her interests 
or sacrifice himself to consolidate her power. '

Rousseau.
~r- - r  ~r

Patriotism, the love of our country, is a 
noble thing wherever we see it. It is the spirit 
which is most opposed to individual selfish
ness, which would shift ail unwelcome responsi
bilities which conflict with the comfort, enjoy 
ment, and prosperity of the moment.

R ev . C anon  N ewbolt.

-I* - t .

True patriotism is based on honesty, truthful
ness, generosity, self-sacrifice, and genuine love 
of freedom. It is a principle fraught with high 
impulses and noble thoughts. It springs from 
a disinterested love of country. Every man 
should grasp the idea that he is but a link in 
the chain of creation, and, notwithstanding his 
love of country, he has the world open to him 
for the exhibition of his deeds of devotion and

c h a r it>r'  . . . S m iles.
-r

H e who undertakes an occupation of great 
toil and danger for the purpose of serving and 
defending his country is a most valuable and 
respectable member of society, and if he con
ducts himself with valour, fidelity, and humanity, 
and amidst the horrors of war cultivates the 
gentle manners of peace and the virtues of a 
holy life, he deserves, and will assuredly receive, 
the esteem and the applause of his grateful 
country, and— what is of still greater importance 
— the approbation of his God.

B ishop Portecs.

*5*
Patriotism is, perhaps, not properly to he 

considered as a distinct principle of our nature, 
but rather as the resul? of a combination o( t e 
affections. It leads us, by every means in ou 
power, to promote th.e peace and prosperity 
our country, and to discourage, to the utmos 
our ability, whatever tends to the con [a. ■ 
Every member of the community has some 
in his power in this respect. He ?e, j ' 
example, in his own person, of dutiful an 
respect to the first authority, of strict o e 
to the laws, and respectful submission
ihstitutions of his country. tA bercrombie



SYNOPSIS.—(Chapters I. to XX.)
Ar the oulhreak of the Boer W ar. three young men, Geoff 

and Bemaui (generally known as *' Bunny ’’ ; Bigby, and Guy 
Hansen. formerly school-fellows together in England, find 
themselves obliged to leave Johannesburg. However, Bunsen 
'bams ill, uud remains behind. Geoff and Bunny, a fte r an 
witing journey, arrive, w ith th eir m other, at M aritzburg. 
Leaving Mrs. Bigby here, they go to  the front on their own 
account as scouts. Com ing into contact w ith th e  Boers, 
Geoff escapes but Bunny Is captured. Having broken the 
bad news to his mother, Geoff goes down to  m eet his brother 
Hugh at Durban. They read in a Boer new spaper th at 
nanny is u prisoner at Pretoria; G eoff thinks ot a  plan to 
rescue him and one Jack  H osenthal, a friend, who is also in 
(aol there, v i,ich is that he should pose as a  Boer, and Hugh 
Man English officer,his prisoner, whom he is escorting to 
rretoria. 'J ims disguised they set out, m eeting with several 
adventures < u route, each of their horses being com m andeered 
uuurn. At hngth, shortly after leaving H arrism ith, Geoff's

“ p rison er” is taken by a field cornet, w hilst he him self Is 
ordered to  rejoin his “ com m ando'' with all speed. Hugh 
escapes, and rejoins Geoff. Eventually, they near Pretoria. 
Bunny lias just recognised Hugh, when iu walks Geoff iu 
th e guise of a Boer. Geoff is taken on as a  warder, and is 
thus able to  sm uggle in a  change of clothes for each of his 
three friends, who, under his guidance, escape and go to  the 
K rykraft Bank in Johannesburg. T h e n ext day he joins 
th e m : but while on a visit to Vesta K rykraft, his sw eetheart, 
m eets Bunsen, who is his deadly rival. As he does not return 
to the party at the hank house, Bunny goes in search of him, 
and turns up ju st in tim e to rescue Geoff, who has been over
powered by Bunsen. Leaving Bunsen gagged and tied to  a 
chair, they rejoin the others and set out on their journey to 
th e  B ritish  lines. Tw o horses are “ com m andeered,” and 
they ride on to a farm house, when Geoff observes th a t they 
are pursued. Hugh and Jack are put to  bed as wounded 
Boers ; Geoff aud Bunny seek shelter in the woods.

C H A P T E R  X X I .

T H E  T A B L E S  T U 11N K D .

G eokf m a d e  n o  m i s t a k e  w h e n  h e  d e c la r e d  t h a t  
he had s c -n  G u y  B u n s e n  r i d i n g  w i t h  t h r e e  B o e r s  
towards d m  fa r m .  B u n s e n  i t  w a s .  L e t  m e  e x -  
M n ,  in  p v e r y  f e w  w o r d s ,  h o w  h e  c a m e  t o  b e  

eie. \ \  c l e f t  h i m  g a g g e d  a n d  t i e d  t o  a  c h a i r  
,n h is  o w n  r o o m  a t  J o h a n n e s b u r g .  I n  t h i s  m i -  
com fo rta b le  p o s i t i o n  h e  r e m a in e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  

0ur\  ' " ' t  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  r e le a s e d — a t  a b o u t  
SCTen Gi* m o r n in g — b y  h i s  n e x t - d o o r  n e ig h b o u r ,

vul. ill. -82

w h o  h a d  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  t a l e  t o  t e l l  h im .  T h i s  
m a n  i i a d  b e e n  r o u s e d  a t  n i g h t  b y  t h e  n o is e  o f  
q u a r r e l l i n g  in  • B u n s e n ’s  r o o m s .  B e i n g  o f  a n  
i n q u i s i t i v e  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  h e  h a d  d r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  
a n d  w a t c h e d  B u n s e n ’s d o o r .  V e r y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
m o r n i n g  t w o  m e n  h a d  is s u e d  f o r t h  a n d  p a s s e d  
c a u t i o u s l y  d o w n  t h e  r o a d ,  h e  f o l l o w i n g .  H e  h a d  
t r a c k e d  t h e m  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  u n t i l  t h e y  d i s a p p e a r e d  
i n t o  a  h o u s e ,  b u t  h e  w a s  t o o  f a r  a w a y  t o  d i s t i n 
g u is h  w h i c h  h o u s e  i t  w a s ,  f o r  t h e r e  w a s  n o  l i g h t .  
V e r y  s o o n  a f t e r w a r d s ,  l i e  h e a r d  t h e m  le a v e  o n c e



5 4 6 T H E  C A P T A I N .

m o r e  a n d  p a s s  d o w n  t h e  r o a d .  F r o m  t i n s  p o i n t  
h e  f o l l o w e d  t h e m ,  a g a in  a t  a  r e s p e c t f u l  d i s t a n c e ,  
u n t i l  l i e  b e c a m e  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e y  m a d e  f o r  t h e  
o p e n  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  M e y e r t o n  d i r e c t i o n .  T h e n  h e  
r e t u r n e d ,  a n d ,  c o n t r i v i n g  t o  o p e n  B u n s e n ’s  d o o r ,  
e n t e r e d  h i s  r o o m s ,  w h e r e  h e  w a s  s h o c k e d  t o  d i s 
c o v e r  t h e i r  p r o p r i e t o r  g a g g e d  a n d  i n  b o n d s .  H e  
r e le a s e d  h i m ,  a n d  r e p o r t e d  h i s  a c t i o n  i n  f o l l o w i n g  
a n d  m a r k i n g  d o w n  t h e  e v i l l y - d i s p o s e d  p e r s o n  w h o  
h a d  m a l t r e a t e d  B u n s e n ,  w h e r e a t  t h e  l a t t e r  p i o u s l y  
t h a n k e d  H e a v e n  a n d  a l s o  h i s  n e ig h b o u r ,  a n d  
a d d e d ,  le s s  p i o u s l y ,  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  b e  r e v e n g e d  
u p o n  t h e  s c o u n d r e ls  i f  i t  o c c u p ie d  a  w h o le  l i f e - t i m e  
t o  c a r r y  o u t  a  s u i t a b l e  v e n g e a n c e .

A f t e r w a r d s  h e  v i s i t e d  t h e  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  
w h e r e  h e  l a i d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  i n  
J o h a n n e s b u r g  o f  t w o  E n g l i s h  s p i e s ; t h e y  w e r e  
k n o w n  t o  h i m  a n d  t h e i r  o b je c t  w a s  k n o w n  t o  h i m ; 
h e  a ls o  k n e w  i n  w h i c h  d i r e c t i o n  t h e y  h a d  e s c a p e d ,  
a n d  h o w  t h e y  m i g h t  b e  c a p t u r e d .

“  W a i t  a  m i n u t e , ”  s a id  t h e  o f f i c i a l ,  “  W h o  a r e  
y o u  1 ”

G u y  g a v e  h i s  n a m e .  T h e  o f f i c i a l  t u r n e d  o v e r  a  
p i l e  o f  l e t t e r s  a n d  s e le c te d  o n e — t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  
w h i c h  G e o f f  h a d  p o s t e d ,  G u y ’s o w n .

“ T h i s  i s  y o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n ;  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  y o u
a ls o  w i s h  t o  d e p a r t ---------”

“ I  c a n  w a i t ;  I  a m  w i l l i n g  t o  r i d e  f i r s t  w i t h  
y o u r  m e n  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e s e  p e r s o n s . ”

“ W e l l ,  I  w a r n  y o u ,  y o u r  c o n d u c t  is  s u s p ic io u s .  
W h y  d o  y o u  g i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a g a i n s t  th e s e  
p e o p le  ? ”

“  T h e y  a r e  e n e m ie s  o f  m i n e — I  h a t e  t h e m  ! ”  
“ l l ' m !  a r e  t h e y  n o t  r a t h e r  c o n f e d e r a te s ,  

a n x i o u s  t o  e s c a p e  i n  o n e  d i r e c t i o n ,  w h i l e  y o u  t u r n  
o u r  a t t e n t i o n  i n  a n o t h e r  ? ”

“ H e a v e n  f o r b i d ! ”  s a id  B u n s e n .  “ I  n e v e r  
t h o u g h t  o f  i t .  I  w a n t  t h e s e  m e n  c a u g h t  a n d  
s h o t . ”

“  O h  ! a  p r i v a t e  v e n d e t t a .  W h a t  c a n  y o u  p r o v e  
a g a i n s t  t h e m  t h a t  t r a n s g r e s s e s  m a r t i a l  l a w  ? ”

“  I  c a n  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  E n g l i s h  s c o u t s ,  a n d  
c a n n o t  h a v e  b e e n  i n  J o h a n n e s b u r g  f o r  a n y  h o n e s t  
p u r p o s e . ”

“  V e r y  w e l l ,  a c c o m p a n y  m y  m e n  i n  p u r s u i t  ; 
b u t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  y o u  m a y  c o m p r o m is e  y o u r s e l f  
i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  I f  t h e s e  m e n  a r e  n o t  t o  b e  f o u n d  
w h e r e  y o u  s e e k  t h e m ,  q u e s t io n s  w i l l  a r is e . ”

“ I  m u s t  r i s k  i t — I  w a n t  t h e m  c a u g h t ,  I  t e l l  
y o u . ”

S o  B u n s e n  r o d e  o u t  p r e s e n t l y  w i t h  h i s  t h r e e  
p o l i c e m e n ,  a n d  f o r  t w o  d a y s  s c o u r e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  
i n  s e a r c h  o f  s o m e  t r a c e s  o f  t h e  f u g i t i v e s ,  b u t  
f o u n d  n o n e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  f o u r  f r i e n d s  h a d  b e e n  
c a r e f u l  t o  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  f i f t y  m i le s  b y  n i g h t ,  
a n d  h a d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  a v o id e d  a l l  t o w n s  a n d  
v i l l a g e s  a n d  e v e n  f a r m s .

F r o m  t h e  f i r s t  t h e  in s p e c t o r  w a s  s c e p t ic a l  a s  t o

t h e  e x is t e n c e  o f  t h e  f u g i t i v e s ,  a n d  d id  not conceal 
h i s  d i s l i k e  a n d  d i s t r u s t  o f  B u n s e n .  H e  had hac| 
e n o u g h  o f  t h e  f o o l i s h  e n t e r p r is e ,  a s  h e  considered 
i t ,  l o n g  b e f o r e  h e  r e a c h e d  t h e  f a r m  in  w h ich  had 
l i e  k n o w n  i t ,  t h e  o b je c t s  o f  h i s  s e a r c h — in  \V]j(fee 
v e r y  e x is t e n c e  h e  d i s b e l i e v e d  —  h u d  ju s t  earn 
t h e i r  d i u n e r .  J

G e o f f ’ s  w a r n i n g  w a s  n o t  a  m i n u t e  to o  soon for 
f i v e  m i n u t e s  l a t e r ,  w h e n  G e o f f  a n d  B u n n y  had led 
t h e i r  h o r s e s  s a f e l y  i n t o  t h e  w o o d ,  a n d  H u g h  and 
J a c k  h a d  b u n d l e d - h a l f - d r e s s e d — in t o  tw o  beds 
H u g h  w i t h  a  t e r r i b l e  b l o o d - s t a in e d  r a g  t ie d  about 
I l l s  h e a d ,  u p  r o d e  t h e  t h r e e  B o e r  p o lic e m e n , and 
w i t h  t h e m  G u y  B u n s e n .

I t  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  t h e s e  f o u r  m e n  H a d  n o t passed 
t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  I l a r t e - f o n t e i n ,  a n d  knew 
n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  e p is o d e  o f  t h e  h o r s e s ;  therefore 
t h e y  d i d  n o t  e n q u i r e  f o r  h o r s e  s te a le r s ,  b u t  fo r two 
s p ie s  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  p a s s e d  i n  t h i s  d ire c tio n — 
E n g l i s h m e n .

A n n a  d e c la r e d  s t o u t l y  t h a t  s h e  k n e w  o f no 
s p ie s ;  s h e  h a d  t w o  w o u n d e d  m e n — English 
f a r m e r s — u p s t a i r s ,  b u t  n o  o n e  i n  th e  na tu re  of 
a  s p y .  _

“  A h  ! ”  s a id  B u n s e n ,  “  w e  m u s t  see  th e se  m e n -  
I  t h i n k  w e  h a v e  c a u g h t  t h e m ,  M r .  In s p e c to r .  You 
w i l l  n o t  b e  s o  r e a d y  t o  d o u b t  m e  n e x t  t im e .”

“  W e l l ,  l e t ’s  s e e  t h e m , ”  g r o w le d  th e  m an ad
d r e s s e d ,  w h o  d i d  n o t  s e e m  g r e a t l y  in  lo v e  w ith  the 
e n t e r p r i s e  u p o n  A v h ic h  G u y  h a d  le d  h im  and liis 
m e n .  A n n a ’ s  h e a r t  s a n k ,  f o r  s h e  f e l t  t h a t  matters 
w e r e  b e c o m in g  c o m p l i c a t e d .  I f  t h i s  w e re  really 
a  q u e s t io n  o f  s p ie s  a n d  t h e i r  p u r s u i t  a n d  capture, 
s h e  w is h e d  s h e  h a d  n o t  t a k e n  in  s u c h  persons 
N e v e r t h e le s s ,  s h e  h a d  p r o m is e d  p ro te c t io n ,  and 
s h e  d i d  h e r  b e s t  t o  e x t e n d  i t .

“ S a v e  y o u r s e lv e s  t h e  t r o u b l e  o f  e x a m in in g  them ; 
t h e y  a r e  o n l y  p o o r  w o u n d e d  fe l lo w s ,  English 
f a r m e r s ,  c o m m a n d e e r e d  t o  o u r  s e r v ic e  a n d  shot in 
t r y i n g  t o  e s c a p e ,”  s h e  s a id .  B u t  th e  inspector 
p u s h e d  r o u g h l y  p a s t  h e r .  _

“ O u t  o f  t h e  w a y ,  T a n t e , ”  h e  g ro w le d .  ‘ A o u  
m u s t  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  s h ie ld  s u c h  p e o p le , o r you 
m a y  g e t  i n t o  t r o u b l e . ”  . .

T h e  g i r l  M a r t a  b u r s t  i n t o  t e a r s  a t  th is  p o in t, in 
p u r e  p i t y  f o r  t h e  f a t e  s h e  b e l ie v e d  t o  be in  store 
f o r  h e r  h a n d s o m e  g u e s ts .

“  I t  is  a  h a t e f u l  w a r  ! ”  s h e  c r ie d .  ^
G u y  a c c o m p a n ie d  t h e  p o l ic e  upstairs. | " eJ 

e n t e r e d  t h e  r o o m  t e a r f u l l y  p o in te d  o u t  to  them, 
a n d  t h e  in s p e c t o r  a p p r o a c h e d  f i r s t  th e  bed upon 
w h i c h  l a y  H u g h ,  h i s  h e a d  t i e d  u p ,  In s  eyes ro in 'o  
w i l d l y ,  a n d  h i s  h a n d  c a t c h in g  a t  im a g in a ry  ie» 
b e t w e e n  h i s  p i l l o w  a n d  t h e  c e i l in g .  ,

L u c k i l y  B u n s e n  d i d  n o t  k n o w  H u g h ;  he 
n e v e r  s e e n  e i t h e r  h i m  o r  J a c k  Rosenthal, an a < 

t h e r e f o r e ,  n o  s u s p ic io n  a s  t o  t h e i r  id e n t i t y .
With a  m u t t e r e d  c u r s e  o f  disappointing >
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tu rn e d  a w a y  f r o m  H u g h ’s  b e d s id e ,  a n d  w a l k e d  u p  

to .Jack ’w
*‘ N o ,”  h e  s a id ,  “  w e  i r m s t  g o  f u r t h e r — th e s e  a re  

no t th e  i'.■■'cals w e  w a n t . ”  _
“ C o n i' ’ a w a y  t h e n , ”  s a id  t h e  in s p e c t o r ,  g r u f f l y  

“ We’ve w a s te d  t i m e  e n o u g h  a l r e a d y  i n  t h i s  f o o l i s h  
w ild -g o o s e  c h a s e .”  _

“ C o m e , m o u n t ,  a n d  l e t ’s g e t  t h i s  n o n s e n s e  o v e r , ”  
lie  continued, i r r i t a b l y ; a n d  o n e  o f  h i s  m e n  a d d e d ,  
to  U u n s c n ’s e v id e n t  d i s c o m f o r t :

“ I  h a v e  b e e n  w o n d e r i n g ,  in s p e c t o r ,  w h e t h e r

f o r  le a v e  t o  s h o o t  h i m , ”  a d d e d  t h e  in s p e c t o r .  “ A t  
a n y  r a t e ,  l e t  h i m  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  h e  h a s  e s c a p e d  
p u n i s h m e n t ,  f o r  t h i s  m a t t e r  s h a l l  b e  c a r e f u l l y  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  a t  J o h a n n e s b u r g . ”

“  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  e x p la in e d ,  M r .  I n s p e c t o r , ”  s a id  
B u n s e n ,  “ t h a t  th e s e  t w o  m e n  a r e  m y  b i t t e r  
e n e m ie s ,  o n e  b e in g  m y  r i v a l ,  a n d  t h a t  I  h a t e  t h e m  
a n d  t h e y  m e .  I  c a n  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  i n  
J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  l e f t  i n  t h i s  
d i r e c t i o n . ”

“  B a h  ! I  t r u s t  y o u  n o  f u r t h e r .  R i g h t  a b o u t

LUCK1LT, BUNSEN DED NOT KNOW HUGH.

th is  m a n  h a s  n o t  p l a y e d  t h e  t o x  w i t h  u s  i n  t h i s  
m a tte r, d r a g g in g  u s  a w a y  i n  o n e  d i r e c t i o n  w h i l e  
h is a c c o m p lic e s  e s c a p e  s c o t  f r e e  i n  a n o t h e r .  I s  i t  
“ o t a  m a t t e r  t o  b e  e n q u i r e d  i n t o ? ”

“ I  h a v e  t h o u g h t  t h e  s a m e , ”  s a id  t h e  i n s p e c t o r ; 
the  c-ii ■ n m s ta n c e s  a r e  s u s p ic io u s .  W h y ,  a f t e r  

a ll, s in j . i id  t h i s  E n g l i s h m a n  d e s i r e  t o  r u i n  o t h e r  
E n g lis h m e n )  I t  i s  n o t  n a t u r a l .  I  d o  n o t  lo v e  
the E n g l is h ,  b u t  t h e y  h a n g  t o g e t h e r . ”

“ Sec h o w  h i s  fa c e  p a le s — o u r  w o r d s  t e r r i f y  
h im ,”  s a id  t h e  o t h e r .

“ I f  1 w e re  s u r e  o f  h i s  g u i l t  I  w o u ld  t e le g r a p h

fa c e ,  m e n  ! W e  r i d e  b a c k  t o  t h e  t o w n  ; th e s e  a r e  
n o  t i m e s  f o r  t h e  c h a s in g  o f  w i l d  g e e s e . T h i s  
m a n  m a y  c o n t in u e  h i s  a r g u m e n t s  w h e n  w e  h a v e  
r e a c h e d  J o h a n n e s b u r g . ”  A n d  w i t h  t h e  w o r d s  t h e  
p a r t y  t u r n e d  b a c k  a n d  r o d e  t h e  w a y  t h e y  c a m e .

W h e n  G e o f f  a n d  B u n n y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  f a r m  
p r e s e n t l y ,  v e r y  j u b i l a n t ,  h a v i n g  w a t c h e d  B u n s e n  
a n d  h i s  p a r t y  r i d e  a w a y ,  t h e y  f o u n d  H u g h — n o  
l o n g e r  t h e  b lo o d - s t a in e d ,  d e l i r i o u s  w a r r i o r — e n 
d e a v o u r i n g  t o  m a k e  p r e t t y  M a r t a  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  
d e e p ly  g r a t e f u l  h e  w a s  t o  h e r s e l f  a n d  h e r  m o t h e r  
f o r  t h e i r  k in d n e s s  a n d  l o y a l t y .  M a r t a  k n e w  v e r y
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little English, but she sat and smiled very sweetly, 
looking admiringly at the handsome Englishman, 
and wondering w hat all the talk was about.

Her mother also entered, but her l'aro was 
somewhat grave, and immediately lollowing her 
came Geoff and bunny. Geoff took the Xante’s 
hand and solemnly kissed it, thanking her cour
teously and gravely for the great service she had 
rendered to his party. “ We shall never forget 
your kindness, Xante,” lie ended; “ and, maybe, 
one day we shall find a way to show our grati
tude.”

The good woman looked kindly but somewhat 
sorrowfully in his eyes.

“ [ do not grudge what I have done for you,” 
she said, sighing; “ but I did not know that I 
had taken spies into my house : had I known it,
1 must have thought twice before admitting you.” 

“ Oh no, Xante, not spies— indeed we are not 
spies! Did he tell you that 1 He is my rival 
and my enemy, Xante. See now how it is : I 
am to marry a Boer lady in Johannesburg, and 
be is also in love with her. I am an Englishman, 
Tante, and— stay, 1 will tell you the whole truth, 
for it is due to your kindness to conceal nothing 
from you, and I am sure that you will not betray 
us and Geoff told the good soul the whole 
history of the release and escape, and of the 
adventures in Johannesburg, exactly as we know 
them, for— he explained afterwards— “ When you 
get hold of a woman like that, and who acts up 
to her promises even though she suspects you of 
deceiving her, why, hang it ! you imist face the 
music and tell her the whole truth, or you’ll never 
again feel twopenn’orth of self respect”— a senti
ment in which, to their credit, all cordially con
curred.

And as for old Xante, she cried over the troubles 
and trials, and especially over the romantic details 
set forth in Geoff’s narrative, and said that the 
war was an odious thing and that Geoff bad 
behaved as she would wash her own son to behave 
in such matters, and, in fact, that she was sincerely 
glad she had befriended them all 

“ My good man is at the front,” she ended, “ and 
two sons— Marta’s brothers — and God knows 
whether I shall ever see them again.”

“ Tell me their names and where they are 
fighting, Tante, and— wdio knows? strange things 
happen in war tim e-w e might befriend them.” 

Then Tante gave the names of husband and 
sons—Karl Nederlander and Willem and George 
Nederlander— which Geoff promised to remember.

The party remained three days at the farm 
nouse, for Jack was feverish and his wound was 
painful : but on the fourth day the fever left 
him, and. feeling better, he declared that he 
thought they should be pushing on.

Hugh was for staying on a while longer. 
“ Better give your arm a chamv. Jack” ho 

said. “ It’s better to-day, but it may 1J(. a|j 
wrong again to-morrow. Xante won’t niiml our 
staying another couple of days.”

“ Nor Marta either, eh, old man?” said Jack 
whereat Bunny and Geoff laughed, and Hndi' 
after looking surprised and pained for a moment' 
blushed and laughed also. '

“ I daresay not,” he said awkwardly; “ youd 
better ask her.”

“ No need, sonny,” said Jack.
Nevertheless they stayed two more days, and 

when at last the time came to go old Tante 
declared that she felt ashamed to be so sorry 
to part with four enemies of her country and 
people.

“ We shall all be friends one day, Tante, and 
the best of friends too,” said Geoff.

“ Amen ! ” said the good old lady.
As for Marta, she was quite upset at tire break 

up of the party, and declared that it was most 
unwise to allow Jack to travel so .Mxra after 
receiving his wound.

“ I will come and see you one day, Marta, when 
the war’s over,” Hugh whispered as they said 
good-bye to one another, “ shall I ? ”

Marta did not reply in words—she was not 
much of a hand at English— but her eyes spoke 
volumes in a language which was neither Dutch 
nor English ; and the blush and smile which 
accompanied the eye-speech became her admir
ably ; so that the last impression pf the girl left 
on the minds of her guests— especially of one of 
them— was a very pleasant one. To I hat one it 
proved as lasting as it was agreeable.

CH APTER XXII.

DEAD, Oil DISAPPEARED?

T he question now to be decided by the fugitives 
was how best to proceed to the front, and for what 
particular point to direct their way.

Mafekirig was undoubtedly the nearest place at 
which hostilities actually raged about this time.

“ S h a ll  we help to invest Matching?” asked 
Geoff, a council having been called upon this 
weighty matter soon after the hospitable farm 
house of old Tante Nederlander had been left-" 
regretfully— behind them. But no one seemc 
anxious to wait about outside Matching-

“ Baden - Powell isn’t going to throw up e 
sponge,” said Hugh, “ and as for running the grum - 
let and .joining our fellows there, theres 110 l’s 
t icu lar  advantage in that. I’d rather stay on "><
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and take a hand in the war—besides, we should 
|„, lour ns'ii’C mouths to feed.”

This s'-• med to be the general feeling. No one 
desired, t be boxed up for an iudelinite period. 
Hitter to join the lighting line at some point where 
the oppo'iug hosts were encamped, as it were, in 
the open. _

Kimberley was rejected for the same reason.
“Dare we make for Kroonstad, take the train 

there for Bloemfontein and on straight through to 
Olesbuig. or near it 1 There’s a British force 
about those parts under French.” This was 
Bunny’s suggestion.

At any rate it would be safe enough to make for 
Kroonstad, there they might learn the news, and 
act according to information picked up.

So Kroonstad was made the immediate objective 
point; and there they learned that Methuen, with a 
large force, had pushed his way up as far as the 
Modeler Diver, driving the enemy slowly before 
him.

“There you are— that’s our b illet! ” said Geoff. 
“We’ll join Cronje’s forces and find our way across 
to Methuen at the first opportunity. Hands up 
for Modder R iver! ” All hands and all voices 
were raised in favour of this plan, and without a 
moment’s delay the party set forth once more, 
travelling as quickly as four men, one of whom is, 
more or less, invalided, can conveniently travel 
with but two horses among them. Hugh still 
wore the bandage over his jaws whenever the 
haunts of men were approached, his ignorance of 
Dutch bring, apparently, the only serious danger 
of the enterprise; for no one suspected that the 
party of men were anything but what they repre
sented themselves— namely, a couple of Boers 
moving to the front, in charge of two semi-English 
farmers commandeered against their will, and 
therefore under some suspicion.

As the lour venturesome travellers came nearer 
the Boer lines on the hills behind Kimberley they 
occasionally met groups of men going in the 
opposite direction. Some of these appeared to 
ovoid all intercourse, and when greeted proved 
'cry uncommunicative.

‘Thos.; chaps have had enough of it, and are 
?oinghome,” said Hugh, “ mark tny words. Pro
bably Free Staters !"

The horrible battle of Magersfontein had already 
taken place when they reached the Boer laagers, 
and terri le tales were told the new arrivals on 
all sides of the carnage that distinguished the 
ghting m that day. Very sad were those four 
'nSlish hearts when they heard of it, and the 

only eomiort they could find in the matter was, 
at the version told in the Boer camp would 

nrobably be exaggerated.
be interview with the field-cornet to whom it

fell to deal with their case passed off satisfactorily, 
though Geoff required all his ready wit iu order to 
steer through it in safety.

The four men were sent into Field Cornet 
llugerdorp’s presence in order to he registered.and 
to have their positions and duties assigned.

“ Who are these fellows 1 ” he asked of the Boer 
who brought them in.

“ Two Boers from Pretoria and two comman
deered English farmers caught returning to then- 
farms, wounded, but turned back by the other 
two.”

“ Oh, that will be a matter of a fine, my friend, 
said the officer, addressing Hugh. “ State your 
excuse for retiring without permission.”

Hugh put his hand to his plastered and bandaged 
jaw, and made a pretence of attempting to speak, 
and of finding articulation impossible

“ He is pretty tightly bandaged, Mr. Field. 
Cornet, and can’t speak,” said Geoff. “ This other 
one is wounded also, but has nearly recovered. I 
met them both, and turned them back ; they can 
squat in a trench and fire a rifle as well as others 
who are without bullet-holes in their chops. It I 
may venture to make a suggestion,” he added, 
confidentially, lowering his voice and approaching 
the table at which the field-cornet sat, “ I should 
put them where they won’t easily get aw ay: 
they’ll cut and run for their farms again if they 
get a chance.”

“ Oil, never fear, I have a special trench or two 
for shirkers. As to yourself and this other, you 
say you come from Pretoria— if from Pretoria, 
why have vou had no orders for the front before 
this1?” *

“ We have been under Joubert at Ladysmith 
from the beginning, but we were sent up with 
prisoners and afterwards told to join the forces 
behind Kimberley ; we have now come straight 
down, via Kroonstad.”

“ Very well. Co to Field-Cornet Leyden, right 
Bank, Kroonstad commando, and bid him place 
these fellows; tell him the circumstances under 
which you found them, and he will know where to 
put them. As you know them by sight, you had 
better be placed somewhere near them, in case of 
their attempting any tomfoolery, you understand 1 
You need not fight in the same trench ; in fact, 1 
should advise you to keep out of theirs.”

This suited them very well.
Geoff had no intention of repeating the fabulous 

story of his two runaway English farmers when in 
the presence of Field-Cornet Leyden. Had he 
done so, that officer would have placed them in 
some death trap reserved for those under suspicion 
of half-hearted devotion to the Boer cause. But 
the knowledge of Leyden's name and the position 
of his commando was useful, and the four men
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p r o m p t l y  j o i n e d  t l i e  c o m m a n d o  i n  q u e s t io n ,  w h i c h  
w a s  la a g e r e d  o n  t h e  e x t r e m e  r i g h t  f l a n k  o f  t h e  
M a g e r s f o n t e in  p o s i t i o n .

T h e  n e x t  t h i n g  w a s  t o  g e t  e m p lo y e d ,  a l l  f o u r  o f  
t h e m ,  u p o n  p i c k e t  d u t y — i f  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  a r r a n g e d  ; 
f o r  o n c e  o u t s id e  t h e  B o e r  l i n e s  u p o n  s o m e  o u t p o s t  
j o b  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  a c r o s s  
t o  t h e i r  o w n  p e o p le .  B u t  t h o u g h  G e o f f  n o w  
c h a n g e d  h i s  t u n e  a n d  la u d e d  t o  t h e  s k ie s  t h e  
w o n d e r f u l  l o y a l t y  o f  t h e s e  t w o  c o m m a n d e e r e d  
f a r m e r s  o f  E n g l i s h  b lo o d ,  h e  d i d  n o t  s u c c e e d  i n  
c o n v in c in g  h i s  B o e r  c o m p a n io n s  o f  t h e i r  t r u s t 
w o r t h in e s s .

“  I t  m a y b e  a s  y o u  s a y , ”  o n e  s l i m  o l d  B o e r  t o l d  
h i m ,  “ a n d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a s  k e e n ly  a n x io u s  f o r  t h e  
s u c c e s s  o f  o u r  c a u s e  a s  w e  o u r s e lv e s  a r e  ; b u t  I  
d o n ’ t  l i k e  t h a t  k i n d  o f  l o y a l t y .  I f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  
f r i e n d l y  t o  t h e i r  o w n  p e o p le ,  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  b e . 
B e t t e r  n o t  t o  t r u s t  s u c h  m e n . ”

“  S l i m  ! ”  w a s  G e o f f ’s  c o m m e n t  u p o n  t h i s  a d v ic e .
S o  f o r  a  w h i l e  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  e s c a p e  w a s  p u t  

b a c k ,  a n d  t h e  o n l y  c o m f o r t  i n  l i f e  w a s  t o  l i s t e n  t o  
t h e  b a n g in g  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  g u n s ,  t w o  o r  t h r e e  
m i le s  a w a y ,  a n d  t o  s e e  t h e  e n e m y  s c u t t l e  i n t o  t h e i r  
t r e n c h e s ,  l i k e  r a b b i t s  i n t o  t h e i r  h o le s ,  w h e n  t h e  
l y d d i t e  s h e l ls  c a m e  s c r e a m in g  t o w a r d s  t h e  l i n e s ,  
t o  b u r s t  a n d  t e a r  g r e a t  f u r r o w s  i n  t h e  h i l l  s id e s —  
“  O l d  M e t h u e n  s h o w in g  h i s  t e e t h , ”  a s  B u n n y  
c a l l e d  i t .

F o r  t w o  o r  t h r e e  w e e k s  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  w e n t  
o n ;  n o  g r e a t e r  c o m f o r t  t o  b e  h a d  t h a n  t h e  s t a r i n g  
a t  p u f f s  o f  B r i t i s h  s m o k e  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  a n d  
g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  w a y  o f  B r i t i s h  s h e l ls  w h i c h  
f o l l o w e d  t h e  p u f f s  ; n o  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g o  o u t  u p o n  
p i c k e t  d u t y  ;  n o  m o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  c a m p  ; n o t h i n g  
t o  d o .

T h e n  a t  l a s t  t h e r e  c a m e  a  r i p p l e  i n  t h e  s t a g n a n t  
w a t e r  o f  e x is t e n c e .

O n e  n i g h t  G e o f f  w a s  c a l l e d  o u t  u p o n  p i c k e t  
d u t y .  H e  t r i e d  h a r d  t o  o b t a i n  p e r m is s io n  f o r  
B u n n y  a n d  t h e  r e s t  t o  b e  o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  b u t  w i t h 
o u t  s u c c e s s .

“  Y o u r s  is  t h e  o n l y  n a m e  o n  t h e  l i s t ,  o u t  o f  t h e  
f o u r  y o u  m e n t i o n , ”  h e  w a s  t o l d .  “  W e  c a n ’ t  l e t  a l l  
g o  w h o  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  d o  o u t p o s t  w o r k ,  w e  s h o u ld  
h a v e  t h e  w h o le  a r m y  v o lu n t e e r i n g . ”  T h e  f o u r  
f r i e n d s  c o n s u l t e d  a s  t o  G e o f f ’s  e n t e r p r is e .

“  O f  c o u r s e ,  I  s h a l l  n o t  g o  o v e r  t o - n i g h t , ”  s a id  
G e o f f .  “  I  s h a l l  w a i t  t i l l  w e  c a n  a l l  g o  t o g e t h e r . ”

“  G e t  o v e r  w h i l e  y o u  c a n , ”  s a id  t h e y .  “  W e  s h a l l  
f o l l o w  p r e t t y  s o o n . "

B u t  G e o f f  w o u ld  n o t  h e a r  o f  i t .  “  N o ! ”  h e  s a id .  
“ W e ’ l l  s t a n d  o r  f a l l  t o g e t h e r  w h e n  w e  d o  g o ; I  
s h a l l  c o m e  b a c k  t o  la a g e r  t h i s  t i m e . ”

B u t  m a n  o n l y  p r o p o s e s ,  t h e  d i s p o s in g  i s  i n  o t h e r  
h a n d s .  W h e n  t h e  p i c k e t  r e t u r n e d  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  
t h e y  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  t w o  m e n  s h o r t ,  G e o f f  a n d  
a n o t h e r  ; a n d  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  p a p e r s  t w o  d a y s  l a t e r

t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h ,  a m o n g  o th e r  item? 
o f  w a r  n e w s  :—

M odder River.—Some of Babbington’.s troopers alio, 
two Boers engaged in sniping our Outposts la_st Ttiurwinv

B u n n y  h a d  k n o w n  t w o  o r  t h r e e  o f  th e  men 
e n g a g e d  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  a f f a i r ,  a n d  h a d  seen them 
a r r i v e  i n  t h e  m o r n in g .

“  W h e r e  i s  m y  b r o t h e r ,  P i e t  K u y p e r ? ”  l ie  ashed 
u n s p e a k a b ly  a l a r m e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  G e o f f  h a d  not 
r e t u r n e d  w i t h  t h e m .

“  S h o t — p o o r  l a d — s h o t  d e a d  e a r ly  in  th e  n igh t.3 
s a id  a n  e l d e r l y  B o e r .  “  W e ’d  h a v e  b ro u g h t  his 
b o d y  i n ,  b u t  w e r e  p r e s s e d  o u r s e lv e s .  H e ’s n o t the 
o n l y  g o o d  la d  k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  verdomte W ar.”

B u n n y  r e t u r n e d  d a z e d  t o  t e l l  t h e  o th e rs  the 
t e r r i b l e  n e w s .  H e  f o u n d  t h e m  s i t t i n g  o u ts id e  the 
t r e n c h e s ,  s t a r i n g ,  a s  u s u a l ,  a t  t h e  E n g l is h  position 

“ G e o f f ’ s  s h o t — ”  h e  c o n t r i v e d  w i t h  d i f f ic u l t y  to 
a r t i c u l a t e  ; t h e n  h e  f e l l  f o r w a r d ,  a n d  la y  on  the 
h i l l s i d e  s o b b in g ,  w i t h  h i s  fa c e  i n  h is  h a n d s .

W a s  t h i s  t o  b e  t h e  e n d  o f  a l l  t h e  c le v e rn e s s  and 
d e v o t i o n  w i t h  w h i c h  h i s  d e a r  b r o t h e r  h a d  con 
d u c t e d  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  f r o m  b e g in n in g  to  end, and 
a l l  f o r  h i s  s a k e  1 P o o r  B u n n y  g r o a n e d  a lo u d , and 
p r a y e d  w i t h  a l l  h i s  s o u l  t h a t  t h e  B o e r  m ig h t  have 
l i e d  o r  m a d e  a  m is t a k e ,  a n d  t h a t  G e o f f  m ig h t  s till 
h a v e  b e e n  a l i v e  w h e n  l e f t  f o r  d e a d  o n  th e  v e ld t.

“ C h e e r  u p ,  o l d  m a n ! ”  s a id  H u g h ,  b ra ve ly  
“ t e n  t o  o n e  h e  w a s  o n l y  w o u n d e d ,  a n d  w i l l  craw! 
i n  p r e s e n t l y  ; o r ,  m a y b e ,  h e  s im p ly  s h a m m e d  iis 
o r d e r  t o  g o  o v e r  a n d  s e e  a n  E n g l is h  fa c e  o r  two 
a n d  t h e n  c o m e  b a c k  t o  u s . ”

“  I  w is h  t o  H e a v e n  I  c o u l d  t h i n k  s o  ! ”  Bunny 
g r o a n e d .  H e  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  s o m e w h a t  com forted  
b y  H u g h ’s s u g g e s t io n .  B u t  t w o  o r  th re e  days 
p a s s e d  w i t h o u t  b r i n g i n g  a n y  n e w s  o f  G e o ff, and 
B u n n y  o p e n ly ,  a n d  H u g h  in  h i s  h e a r t  o f  hearts, 
g r e w  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  d e s p a i r i n g .

“  I f  o n l y  t h e y ’d  e m p lo y  u s ,  a n d  g iv e  u s  a  chance 
o f  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  t h i s , ”  s a id  B u n n y ,  “ o n e  m igh t 
h e a r  s o m e t h i n g  o f  h i m  i n  o u r  o w n  cam p . I  
s h a ’ n ’ t  b e  a b le  t o  b e a r  t h i s  lo n g .  I f  no th ing  
h a p p e n s  I  s h a l l  b e  o f f  o n  m y  o w n  h o o k .  Could 
y o u  g e t  a l o n g  n o w  w i t h o u t  m e  t o  d o  th e  ta lk in g  1 

“  I  d o u b t  i t ,  t h o u g h  I  k n o w  a  l o t  m o re  D utch 
t h a n  I  d i d  ; b u t ,  i n  a n y  c a s e , d o n ’t  d o  a n y th in g  
r a s h ,  B u n n y .  R a s h n e s s  w a s  a lw a y s  y o u r  fau lt, 
y o u  k n o w . ”  . „

“  I f  I  d o ,  i t  w i l l  b e  b e c a u s e  I  c a n ’t  h e lp  i t  • 
s a id  B u n n y .  “ I  t e l l  y o u ,  I  c a n ’t  s ta n d  th is  m u c i

l 0 n g e r ”  • TheB u t  e x c i t i n g  d a y s  w e r e  c o m in g  n e a r. »
E n g l i s h  w e r e  b e c o m in g  m o r e  a c t iv e  e v e ry  hour.
T h e r e  w a s  a  m i n o r  s k i r m is h  o r  tw o —  m o s ty
a f f a i r s  o f  o u t p o s t s ; n e a r l y  e v e r y  d a y  th e re  was
s o m e  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  t h r e e  E n g l is h m e n  8®^
t o  h a v e  h o p e s  o f  a n  e n d  c o m in g  to  th e  stagnan
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life  a m i t h e  s u s p e n s e  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  s u f f e r e d .  
One n i g i i t  t h e  B o e r s  s h o t  a  c o u p le  o f  E n g l i s h m e n  
near t h  r  o w n  l i n e s ,  t w o  p o o r  f e l l o w s  w h o  h a d  
scouted to o  a d v e n t u r o u s l y ,  a n d  b r o u g h t  t h e m  i n  
fo r b u r i.d .  T h e y  p e r f o r m e d  t h e  r i t e  w i t h  r e v e r 
ence, a  n u m b e r  o f  t h e m  s t a n d in g  o v e r  t h e  g r a v e  
and s in .  b ig  a  h y m n .

I t ’s r e a l l y  v e r y  d e c e n t  o f  t h e m , ”  s a id  J a c k ,  
m presse il. “  B o o k ,  H u g h ,  t h e r e ’s a n  o l d  b o y

g o in g  t o  p r e a c h  n o w .  L i s t e n  w i t h  a l l  y o u r  e a rs ,  
a n d  l e t ' s  s e e  i f  w e  c a n  m a k e  o u t  w h a t  h e  s a y s . ”  

T h e y  c a m e  n e a r e r  a n d  l i s t e n e d .  T h e  o l d  B o e r  
s p o k e  e l o q u e n t l y  a s  t o  t h e  h a r d  d u t ie s  o f  s o ld ie r s  
i n  w a r  t i m e ,  o n e  o f  t h e  h a r d e s t  o f  w h i c h  w a s  
s u r e l y  t o  b e  c o m p e l le d  t o  s h o o t  d o w n  p l u c k y  
f e l l o w s  a s  b r a v e  a s  t h e m s e lv e s  a n d  a s  p a t r i o t i c  
f r o m  t h e i r  o w n  p o i n t  o f  v ie w .  “  O h ,  t i l t  p i t y  o f  
i t ! ”  w a s  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  h i s  r e m a r k s ,  H u g h  o v e r 
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h e a r d  a  y o u n g  B o e r  s a y , w i t h  a  la u g h ,  t h a t  o l d  
N e d c r l a n d e r  d e a r l y  lo v e d  t o  h e a r  h i m s e l f  s p e a k ,  
a n d  n e v e r  m is s e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  p u t t i n g  i n  a  
w o r d  i t i  s e a s o n .  “ L e t  h i m  b e , ”  s a id  t h e  o t h e r ,  
“  l i e ’s  o n e  o f  t h e  o l d  s c h o o l— p r a y s  h a r d  a n d  t i g h t s  
h a r d . ”

A f t e r w a r d s  H u g h  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  o l d e r  m a n  a n d  
a s k e d  h i m  i n  E n g l i s h  w h e t h e r  h o  w a s  t h e  s a m e  
B u r g h e r  N e d e r l a n d e r  w h o  h a d  a  f a r m  u p  i n  t h e  
n o r t h  o f  t h e  s t a t e  n e a r  K r o o n s t a d  ; a n d  w h e n  h e  
le a r n e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  i n  t r u t h  M a r t a ’s  f a t h e r ,  h e  
g a v e  t h e  o l d  m a n — t o  t h e  B o e r ’s  g r e a t  d e l i g h t —  
t h e  la s t  p e r s o n a l  n e w s  o f  h i s  w i f e  a n d  d a u g h t e r ,  
a d d i n g  t h a t  h e  o w e d  a  d e e p  d e b t  o f  g r a t i t u d e  t o  
t h e  g o o d  la d ie s ,  w h o  h a d  t r e a t e d  h i m  w i t h  m o r e  
t h a n  o r d i n a r y  k in d n e s s .
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l t U R B A y  A G  A I M  !

T h e  t w o  m e n  s to o d  t a l k i n g  b e s id e  a  h u g e  
b o u l d e r  t h a t  t o w e r e d  a b o v e  o n e  o f  t h e  B o e r  
t r e n c h e s  u p o n  t h e  s id e  o f  t h e  h i l l .  S u d d e n l y  
H u g h  d r a g g e d  t h e  o ld e r  m a n  u n c e r e m o n io u s ly  
b e h in d  t h e  r o c k ,  a n d  t h e  s a m e  i n s t a n t  a  s h e l l  
b u r s t i n g  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  y a r d s  o f  t h e m  k n o c k e d  b o t h  
o t f  t h e i r  f e e t .  T h r e e  B o e r s  w h o  h a d  s t o o d  n e a r  
t h e m  b e f o r e  t h e y  s h e l t e r e d  b e h in d  t h e  b o u l d e r  
w e r e  k i l l e d  o n  t h e  s p o t .  T h e  o l d  m a n  s h o o k  
h a n d s  w i t h  H u g h .  “ T h a n k  y o u , ”  h e  s a id ,  “ y o n  
h a v e  r e p a id  m y  w i f e ’s  h o s p i t a l i t y  b y  s a v in g  m y  
l i f e  ; n e x t  t i m e  y o u  p a s s  t h e  f a r m  y o u  m u s t  l o o k  
i n  a n d  r e c e iv e  h e r  t h a n k s . ”

T h e n  H u g h ,  d i s c o v e r in g  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
m a k i n g  a  d a s h ,  t o o k  f r o m  h i s  p o c k e t  a n d  p u s h e d  
i n t o  t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  o ld  m a n  a  l i t t l e  p a p e r  p a c k e t ,  
w h i c h  l i e  l i l u s l i i n g l y  a s k e d  t h e  b u r g h e r  t o  g i v e  t o  
h i s  d a u g h t e r  o n  l i i s  r e t u r n  h o m e .

“ A s k  h e r  t o  k e e p  i t  t i l l  I  c o m e  f o r  i t , ”  h e  s t a m 
m e r e d .  “  M a r t a  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d . ”

“ O I i - l i  ! ”  s a id  t h e  o ld  m a n ,  “ i s  i t  t h u s ,  t h e n ?  
B u t  a r c  y o u  n o t  o n e  o f  t h e  c o m m a n d e e r e d  E n g l i s h  
s u b je c t s  w h o  a r e  t r e a c h e r o u s ly  f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  
t h e i r  o w n  p e o p le ? ”

“  I  a m  E n g l i s h ,  y e s .  A s  f o r  f i g h t i n g ,  I  h a v e  
f i r e d  a  f e w  s h o t s  a t  t h e  s u n , ”  s a id  H u g h ,  s m i l i n g .  
“  I  a m  h e r e  b e c a u s e  I  m u s t . ”

“  N a y ,  t a k e  b a c k  t h e  p a r c e l  ; m y  d a u g h t e r  s h a l l  
r e c e iv e  n o  p r e s e n t s  f r o m  th o s e  w h o  a r e  d i s l o y a l  t o  
t h e i r  o w n  p e o p le — s u c h  m e n  w o u ld  m a k e  b a d  
h u s b a n d s . ”

I n  v a i n  p o o r  H u g h  e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  
h e  w a s  n o t ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  d i s l o y a l .  T h e  o ld  B o e r  w a s  
c l e a r l y  a v e r s e  t o  t h e  id e a  o f  a n  E n g l i s h  l o v e r  f o r  
h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  a n d  H u g h  w a s  o b l i g e d  r e g r e t f u l l y  t o

p o c k e t  t h e  l i t t l e  s c i i 'm ir  l i e  w is h e d  to  send to 
p r e t t y  M a r t a .

“ I  w i l l  j u s t i f y  m y s e l f  w h e n  t h e  w a r  is  o v e r ' '  
h e  s a id ,  a n d  o l d  N e d e r l a n d e r  r e p l i e d  t h a t  i f  that 
w e r e  s o  n o n e  w o u l d  b e  g l a d d e r  t h a n  In  . f o r  th a t a 
t r a i t o r  t o  h i s  c o u n t r y  w a s  a  p o o r  c r e a tu r e  indeed.

H u g h  w a s  n o t  v e r y  g o o d  c o m p a n y  a t  t h is  tim e - 
l i e  h a d  a  d o u b le  a n x i e t y  a t  h e a r t ; f o r ,  b e s ides  the 
u n c e r t a i n t y  a s  t o  G e o T s  f a t e ,  h e  h a d  t o  b e a r t in t  
p e c u l i a r l y  g n a w i n g  c a r e  f a m i l i a r  t o  a l l  w h o  sud
d e n l y  f i n d  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  f a l l e n  i n  lo v e  w i th  one 
f r o m  w h o s e  s id e  t h e y  m u s t  l o n g  b e  a b s e n t .  B u n n y ’s 
g r i e f  o v e r  h i s  b e lo v e d  G e o f f ’ s  d is a p p e a ra n c e  was 
m o r e  p o ig n a n t  t h a n  h i s  b r o t h e r ’s, a n d  h e  to o  was 
v e r y  m is e r a b le  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  J a t lc  R osen tha l 
s t r o v e  b r a v e l y  t o  c o m m u n ic a t e  s o m e  chee rfu lness  
t o  b o t h  o f  h i s  c o m p a n io n s ,  b u t  w i t h  s c a n t  success.

I t  c a m e  a s  a  r e l i e f  t o  B u n n y  o n e  n ig h t  to  be 
c a l l e d  u p  f o r  h i s  t u r n  o f  s c o u t in g .  H e  w a s  one of 
t h o s e  w h o  h a d  g i v e n  i n  h i s  n a m e  a s  w i l l in g  to 
u n d e r t a k e  t h i s  c la s s  o f  w o r k ,  a n d  a t  la s t  h is  tu rn  
l i a d  c o m e .

“  F o r  H e a v e n ’s  s a k e  d o n ’ t  d i s a p p e a r  a n d  g ive  us 
a n o t h e r  a n x i e t y  t o  b e a r , ”  s a id  H u g h ,  p iteous ly .
“  W e ’ v e  a b o u t  a s  m u c h  c a r e  o n  o u r  h a n d s  already 1 
a s  w e  c a n  c a r r y . ”

B u t  B u n n y  r e t u r n e d  i n  t h ^  m o r n in g  sa fe  and 
s o u n d ,  a n d  f u l l ,  m o r e o v e r ,  o f  a  s c h e m e  fo r  the 
e s c a p e  o f  t h e  t r i o  t h e  v e r y  n e x t  n i g h t ,  h a v in g  used 
l i i s  o u t i n g  a s  a  r e c o n n a is s a n c e  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  the 
p a r t y .

“  I  s c o u t e d  c lo s e  t o  t l i o  B r i t i s h  o u tp o s ts ,”  he 
s a id ,  e x c i t e d l y .  “  I  c o u l d  h a v e  g o n e  o v e r  easily, 
b u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  I  w a s n ’ t  g o in g  t o  d e s e r t  y o u . ”

“ T h a n k  H e a v e n  y o u  d i d n ’ t — t h a t  w o u ld  have 
a b o u t  f i n i s h e d  m e  ! ”  s a id  H u g h .

“  W e l l ,  w  h a t  s a y  y o u — b o t h  o f  y o u — to  do ing 
a  l i t t l e  s c o u t i n g ‘ o n  o u r  o w n  ’ t o - n i g h t ? ”  c o n tin u e d  
B u n n y .  “ I f  w e  h a v e  a n y  l u c k  w e  s h a l l  cross the 
l i n e s ;  y o u  s e e , I  h a v e  b e e n  o n c e ,  a n d  k n o w  the 
l i e  o f  t h e  p la c e . ”

B o t h  H u g h  a n d  J a c k  w e r e  o n l y  t o o  d e lig h te d  to 
h e a r  o f  a  c h a n c e  o f  e s c a p e ,  a n d  w h e n  d a rk n e s s  I d 1 
t h e  t h r e e  c o n s p i r a t o r s  c r e p t  c a u t io u s ly  f r o m  then' 
t e n t ,  a n d ,  B u n n y  le a d in g ,  g o t  c le a r  o f  t h e i r  own 
la a g e r .  _

“ >So f a r ,  s o  g o o d , ”  w h is p e r e d  B u n n y .  “ Now  
w e ’ v e  a  b i t  o f  a  w a l k  b e f o r e  u s ,  l i a l f - w . . y  to  Jacobs- 
d a l ,  a n d  t h e n  a c r o s s  t h e  v e l d t  t i l l  w c  s tr ik e  a 
B r i t i s h  p i c k e t . ”

A w a y  w e n t  t h e  t h r e e  a t  a  s w in g in g  t r o t ,  and 
o n c e  a t  le a s t  t h e y  w e r e  c h a l le n g e d .

“  S c o u t s — o r d e r e d  o u t  f r o m  t b e  K r o o n s tn d  com 
m a n d o , ”  s a id  B u n n y ; “  w e ’ r e  b o u n d  fo r  I ie 
B r i t i s h  l i n e s — d o n ’ t  d e la y  u s . ”  , . .

“ P a s s  o n ,  t h e n , ”  s a id  t h e  m a n ,  “ i t  is  rn id n ig  * 
n o w  : b e s t  b e  w e l l  o u t  o f  t h e  w a y  o f  t h e i r  b u lk  5 
b y  f o u r  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g . ”
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g a t fo r  t h i s  l i t t l e  d e la y  t h e  t h r e e  m e n  p u s h e d  
steadily h  w a r d ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  s c a r c e ly  a w a r e  
ju jff ne a r t h e y  h a d  c o m e  t o w a r d s  t h e  E n g l i s h  l i n e s  
when a b n i i e t  w h iz z e d  o v e r  t h e i r  h e a d s ,  f o l l o w e d  
|.y a s e co r l ,  a n d  a n  E n g l i s h  v o ic e  c a l l e d ,  “  H a l t  ! 
who goes t h e r e ! ' ’  ̂ . . .

O li th e  io y  o f  h e a r i n g  E n g l i s h  v o ic e s  a g a in  ! I n  
the t h r i l l i n g  a n d  d e l i g h t f u l  s h o c k  o f  i t  t h e  t h r e e  
men m a d e  n o  r e p ly ,  b u t  f o o l i s h l y  w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  
sentry to  c i> e a k  a g a in .  I n s t e a d  h e  f i r e d  a n o t h e r

shot.
“ F r ie n d s !  W e ’ r e  f r i e n d s ,  m a t e  ;  d o n ’ t  s h o o t  u s , ”  

cried H u g h .
“ F r ie n d s !  W h a t  s o r t  o f  f r i e n d s  a r e  y e ,  t h e n ,  

that com e  b y  n i g h t  f r o m  t h e  e n e m y ’s  l i n e s ! ”  
shouted a  v o ic e  b a c k .

“ E scap ed  p r i s o n e r s  f r o m  P r e t o r i a , ”  b e g a n  
Bunny, b u t  t h e  m a n  r u d e l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  h i m .

“ O h, r a t s  ! ’  h e  s a id .  “ Y o u ’ r e  s o m e  s n e a k i n g  
Boers p r y in g  a b o u t  a n d  g o t  t o o  n e a r ;  n o w  y o u ’ l l  
suffer fo r  i t — w a i t  t i l l  I  k i l l  y o u  d e a d . ”

“ N o , d o n ’ t  s h o o t  a g a in .  L o o k  a t  u s  c lo s e r ,  a n d  
you’l l  sec w e  a r e  E n g l i s h ,  t h o u g h  i n  B o e r  c lo t h e s . ”  

“ H o ld  u p  y o u r  h a n d s ,  t h e n ,  a n d  d r o p  y o u r  
lilies— o n e — t w o — t h r e e . ”

D ow n w e n t  t h e  t h r e e  r i f l e s ,  a n d  u p  w e n t  t h e  s i x  
hands. T h e  s e n t r y  la u g h e d ,

“ Y ou  k n o w  y o u r  s u r r e n d e r  d r i l l ,  a n y w a y , ”  h e  
said, “ a n d .  b y  g u m p t i o n ,  y o u ’ r e  l i g h t  t o  d o  a s  
you’re to ld .  1 s h o u ld  h a v e  s h o t  y o u  i n  a  m i n u t e  ! 
Keep y o u r  h a n d s  u p  w h i l e  I  g a t h e r  i n  t h e  r i f l e s ,  
lads, a n d  t h e n  y o u  s h a l l  w a l k  i n  w i d  m e  t o  t h e  
coloners.”

“ I s a y ,  t h i s  i s n ’ t  e x a c t l y  b e in g  r e c e iv e d  w i t h  
open a rm s  b y  o u r  o w n  p e o p le ,  is  i t ! ”  s a id  J a c k ,  
with a  la u g h .  “ W h a t  d o  y o u  t a k e  u s  f o r ,  N l r .  
A tk ins  1 C a n ’ t  y o u  s e e  w e ’r e  a s  g o o d  E n g l i s h  a s  
you?”

“ T h a t ’s t h e  c o lo n e l ’s  b u s in e s s , ”  s a id  t h e  m a n .  
“ There’s p l e n t y  o f  b a d  c h a r a c t e r s  a b o u t  t h a t  t a l k s  
good E n g l is h . ”

L u c k ily  t h e  c o lo n e l  p r o v e d  t o  b e  m o r e  a m e n a b le  
to p e rs u a s iv e  a r g u m e n t s ,  a n d  a c c e p te d  t h e  s t a t e -  
1” ’ n t o f  l l i e  f u g i t i v e s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  in d e e d  
® a p e d  E n g l is h  p r i s o n e r s  f r o m  P r e t o r ia ,  a n d  
nothing u  o rs e .

' B u t i t ’s  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  t a l e  y o u  t e l l , ”  h e  
^ d ,  “ a m i I  s h o u ld  l i k e  t h e  C . O .  t o  h e a r  i t ;  
therefore, d o n ’ t  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  I  d i s b e l i e v e  y o u r  
s tatem ent m  to to i f  I  s e n d  y o u  u p  t o  h i m . ”

So th e  t h r e e  f r i e n d s  w e n t  u p  b e f o r e  t h e  g e n e r a l  
to m m a n d k ig , a n d  r e p e a t e d  t h e i r  t a l e  t o  h i m ,  a n d  
received Id s  c o n g r a t u la t i o n s .  B u t  w h e n  B u n n y  
inquired v .b o th e r  a n y t h i n g  h a d  b e e n  h e a r d  o f  h i s  
fo thc r ( J e o f f r e y ,  a n d  h u n g  u p o n  t h e  a n s w e r  a s  a  

nominal lu n g s  u p o n  t h e  l i p s  o f  t h e  j u d g e  a b o u t  t o  
Denounce s e n te n c e ,  h i s  h o p e s  w e r e  d a s h e d  t o  t h e  
fo u n d , f u r  t h e  g e n e r a l  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e p l i e d  t h a t
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h e  h a d  h e a r d  n o  m e n t i o n  o f  a n  E n g l i s h  r e f u g e e  
e i t h e r  w o u n d e d  o r  u n w o u n d e d ,  a n d  t h a t  i f  s u c h  a  
m a n  h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  i n t o  c a m p  h e  w o u ld  
c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  k n o w n  o f  i t .

“  I  a m  s o r r y  I  c a n n o t  g i v e  y o u  h o p e , ”  h e  s a id ,  
k i n d l y ,  s e e in g  B u n n y ’s d i s t r e s s ,  “  e s p e c ia l l y  a s  
y o u r  b r o t h e r  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  f i n e  f e l l o w  
in d e e d ,  a n d  t o  h a v e  d e s e r v e d  b e t t e r  l u c k  t h a n  t o  
b e  k i l l e d  b y  E n g l i s h  b u l l e t s  i n  t h e  v e r y  h o u r  o f  
s u c c e s s . ”

S a d ly ,  a f t e r  t l i i 3  i n t e r v i e w ,  t h e  t h r e e  f r i e n d s  
l e f t  t h e  c a m p  a n d  s t a r t e d  u p o n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  t o  
C a p e  T o w n ,  s a d ly  a n d  s i l e n t l y .  G e o f f  r e a l l y  d e a d !  
I t  s e e m e d  a l m o s t  im p o s s ib l e  t o  b e l ie v e  ! G e o f f —  
t h e  i n v i n c i b l e ,  t h e  r e s o u r c e f u l ,  t h e  e v e r  s u c c e s s f u l ; 
G e o f f ,  t h e  s t a l w a r t ,  t h e  s t a u n c h  f r i e n d ,  t h e  m e r r y  
c o m p a n io n ,  t h e  m a n  w h o m  e v e r y o n e  m u s t  l o v e  
a n d  t r u s t  a t  s i g h t — g o n e !  s h o t  d e a d  i n  t h e  m o m e n t  
o f  t r i u m p h a n t  s u c c e s s ;  w h i l e  t h e y ,  f o r  w h o m  h e  
h a d  d o n e  s o  m u c h ,  s u r v i v e d ,  f u l l  o f  l i f e  a n d  v i g o u r ,  
a n d — t h a n k s  m o s t l y  t o  h i s  e x e r t i o n s — f r e e  m e n  !

M o r e o v e r ,  t o  a d d  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  s o r r o w ,  t h e r e  
w a s  t h e  m is e r y  t o  b e  fa c e d  o f  b r e a k in g  t h e  n e w s  
t o  h i s  m o t h e r  ; a  g r i m  o b l i g a t i o n  w h i c h  h a u n t e d  
b o t h  H u g h  a n d  B u n n y  a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  C a p e ,  
a n d  w a s  e v e r  b e f o r e  t h e i r  e y e s  d u r i n g  t h e  s e a  
v o y a g e  t h e n c e  t o  D u r b a n .  W h o  w a s  t o  b r e a k  t h e  
n e w s  ? E a c h  b r o t h e r  o f f e r e d  t o  d o  s o .

“  T o s s  u p , ”  s a id  B u n n y  ; a n d  t h e  d u t y  f e l l  t o  
H u g h .

“  I  t h i n k  y o u ’ l l  d o  i t  b e t t e r  t h a n  I ,  o l d  m a n , ”  
s a id  B u n n y ; a n d  H u g h  r e p l i e d  t h a t  p e r h a p s  
t h e i r  m o t h e r  w o u ld  fe e l  i t  le s s  i n  t h e  j o y f u l  h o u r  
o f  t h e i r  r e t u r n .

“  O h ,  n o  ! ”  s a id  B u n n y .  “  T h a t  w o n ’ t  m a k e  a n y  
d i f f e r e n c e .  W e  a r e  w e ,  a n d  s h e ’ l l  b e  v e r y  v e r y
g l a d  t o  s e e  u s ; b u t  d e a r  o l d  G e o f f  w a s ---------”  P o o r
B u n n y  b r o k e  o f f  w i t h  a  g r e a t  s o b .  H u g h  f i n is h e d  
t h e  s e n te n c e .

“ Y e s , ”  h e  s a id ,  s ig h in g ,  “ t h e r e  w a s  b u t  o n e  
G e o f f ,  t h a t ’s  c e r t a i n . ”

M r s .  B i g b y ’s j o y  w h e n  h e r  t w o  s o n s  w e r e  s h o w n  
i n t o  h e r  p r e s e n c e  w a s  so  g r e a t  t h a t  p o o r  B u n n y ’s  
h e a r t  s e e m e d  t o  r is e  i n  h i s  t h r o a t ; h e  c o u ld  n o t  
h e lp  f e e l i n g  e v e n  i n  t h a t  m o m e n t  t h a t  t h i s  j o y  w a s  
u n r e a l  b e c a u s e  i t  h a d  n o  s e c u r e  f o u n d a t i o n .  G e o f f  
w a s  d e a d ,  a n d  s h e  m u s t  k n o w  i t  i n  a  m i n u t e ;  a n d  
t h e n  h e r  j o y  w o u ld  c h a n g e  t o  s o r r o w .  S h e  h a d  
n o t  a s k e d  f o r  G e o f f ’ ; H u g h  h a d  a  b r e a t h in g  s p a c e  

. — p o o r  H u g h ,  h o w  B u n n y  p i t i e d  h i m  !
B u t  i n e v i t a b l e  t r o u b l e s  m u s t  b e  fa c e d ,  a n d  H u g h  

f e l t  t h a t  h e  m u s t  g e t  h i s  t a s k  o v e r .
“  D e f i r e s t  m o t h e r , ”  h e  b e g a n ,  f a l t e r i n g ,  “ I  d o n ’ t  

k n o w  h o w  t o  s a y  i t ,  b u t  w e  m u s t — w e  a r e  o b l i g e d  
t o  d a m p  y o u r  j o y ,  p o o r  d e a r .  T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  
v e r y ,  v e r y  s a d  t o  t e l l  y o n . ”  P o o r  H u g h  p a u s e d ,  
p a le  a n d  a g i t a t e d .  B u n n y  t o o k  h i s  m o t h e r ’s  h a n d  
a n d  h e ld  i t  i n  h i s  o w n .
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Mrs. Rigby looked surprised, then alarmed.
“ You haven’t heard bad news of father?” she 

faltered.
“ No, no, mother, not that, not th a t!” said 

Hugh. “ W e -----”
Mrs. Bigby gave a sigh of relief. Then she 

started, “ Oh, you have lost poor Jack Rosenthal, 
is that it ? ” she said.

Fate was unkind to poor Hugh. His mother 
would not understand, and he must end by blurt
ing out the dreadful truth. Was it that such a 
calamity as Geoff’s death was too great to be 
conceivable ? Alas, then, how would she bear to 
hear the news? And, mystery of mysteries, why 
had she not inquired after Geoff!

“ No, dear mother, Jack is safe,” Hugh began.
In another moment he would have had to make 

the plunge. Rut before he made it the door 
opened and a ghost entered.

A pale, limping, sunken eyed, but widely grin
ning and intensely happy ghost — the ghost of 
Geoff himself.

“ Well done, dear old chaps!” said the ghost, 
“ and where’s Jack— all right? I knew you’d get 
through before long. I told you so, mother, didn’t 
1? You got my message all right, I suppose?

Why, what’s up ? You look asif you’d scenagkost, 
both of you !” .

* * * * *

What a palavering, and a telling of experiences, 
and counter-telling ! What a rejoicing, and what 
health-drinking took place half an huiir later,at 
dinner!

First Geoff’s experiences came out, and much 
had to be explained. He had been bally wounded 
— “ knocked silly ! ” as he expressed it and carried 
into hospital to be treated. Then, as a hoer 
prisoner— for he had been too ill to explain, at 
first, the real circumstances—sent to the Cape to 
recruit. Hence the C.O.’s ign orance at Modder 
River. “ But didn’t you get my message? ’ con* 
tinned Geoff. “ I persuaded the doctor at bospita, 
when sending across his report of wounded Boers, 
to add a message to Jan Kuyper {giving your com 
mando and position), that his brother, I*e 
Kuyper, was doing well. I suppose rlie rasca sô  
your side never took the trouble to let you know 
This explained, then, mystery No. 2—why - 1 
Bigby had not mentioned Geoff- die natura 
supposed that they knew all about him.

Then Geoff continued, and described how, "
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lie hail recovered sufficiently to make it known 
that he was no Boer, but an English refugee, he 
was allowed to depart from the prisoners’ hospital 
uiul to take passage by steamer to Durban, which 
I,,, reached only a couple of days before the rest.

After Geoffs yarn came the story of the other 
three, which we know already.

"And you spoilt the whole thing,” Bunny ended, 
"by coming in just as old Hugh was about to kill 
and bury you ! He had assumed the black cap, as 
it were, and we had both of us really done our best 
to look as if we cared two hangs about it, which 
of course, we didn’t.”

At this critical moment the ghost hurled some 
missile—a cork or a piece of bread— which took 
effect upon the head of the disrespectful one ; and 
the rest of the proceedings of this rowdy, happy 
evening it is not for the self-respecting historian 
to chronicle.

CH APTER XXIV.
T H E  O E X T L E M A N  W I T H  T H E  H O R S E W H I P .

When Geoff had called upon old Mr. Rosenthal, 
Jack’s father, before his son’s arrival, in order to 
inform him of the escape and of the fact that, 
given a little more luck, Jack and the others would 
soon pass within the British lines, since they were 
now “ serving” on the edge of the Boer position at 
Magersfontein, the millionaire could scarcely be
lieve his ears.

“ Do you seriously tell me you and Jack got 
clean out of Pretoria and away, and that he may 
be here any minute?” he exclaimed.

"Any minute —  and my brothers Hugh and 
Gunny as well. We have had grand luck on the 
whole, from start to finish.”

The old man was much moved. He was silent 
for a moment or two, and blew his nose.

“ Well, you’re a set of fine lads, and especially 
Jourself, ’ he said, at la s t; “ and I trust your 
ttound won’t bother you long—you’re a bit of a 

r̂eck as yet I see.”
“Oh, I shall be all right in no time, sir. Of 

oourse, th e  only danger now is that some zealous 
•k itis h  outpost fellow may have a shy at them as 
they cros over from the Beer lines ; but they’re 
accustomed to go carefully, and they won’t be 
rash.”

'Well, my boy, you know what I said, and I 
tncant it. There’s £ 10,000 to your credit and your 
fotkers at any bank you like to name on the day 
ack readies this place in safety ; I said it should 
e so and I want you to have the money.” 

ut Geoff courteously allowed the generous old

man to understand that it would be distasteful to 
him to receive a money reward, and that he would 
answer for his brother’s sentiments in the matter 
a3 well as his own.

“ Well, I think no worse of you for that,” said 
Mr. Rosenthal, “ and, what’s more, I shall find some 
other way of showing my gratitude. There are 
good things to be had in Johannesburg for good 
met), and perhaps your brother won’t be too proud 
to accept an appointment that would save him the 
trouble of going back to Australia.”

“ You are extremely kind,’sir,” Geoff laughed,
“ and I shall leave you and Hugh to settle that 
matter when he arrives.” And it may be said at 
once that Hugh, when he arrived, did actually 
come to some arrangement with Jack’s father 
which is likely, when the war-clouds have cleared 
away and the shutters and boards have been 
removed from Johannesburg windows, letting in, 
once more, the sunshine of peace and prosperity, 
to prove a lucrative one for Hugh. For all that, 
in spite of the joy of freedom and the sense of a 
difficult enterprise satisfactorily achieved, Hugh 
went, at this time, somewhat heavily ; he was 
pensive and quiet and unlike himself.

“ You’re in love, old man,” said Bunny, bluntly, 
“ that’s what’s the matter.”

“ I don’t know,” Hugh sighed, “ you may be 
righ t; I sometimes think I am— rather badly.”

“ Get out of it again, if you can ; very few girls 
are worth worrying about so much as all that.”

“ Marta is ! ” said Hugh. “ At least, I think so ; 
I saw more of her then you did, and I’m certain 
she’s as good as a girl can be.”

“ Well, she isn’t bad looking— for a Boer girl— 
I’ll admit that,” said Bunny, grudgingly, “ but 
you’d better pull yourself together and forget her, 
old chap, for in all probability you’ll never see her 
again.”

“ Shall I not 1 ” said Hugh, smiling. “ Do you 
know, Bunny, that the thought of seeing her again 
when the war’s over is practically all I ’m living 
for at the present moment ? ”

Then Bunny whistled a tune and went away, 
realising that Hugh was at present in that con
dition in which a man is not responsible for his 
words and actions, and must be given up as a bad 
job.

“ He’ll get over it,” he said, presently, discussing 
the matter with Geoff. “ He surely wouldn’t go 
and marry a Boer g ir l! ”

“ Vesta’s one,” said Geoff simply, and Bunny 
was obliged to whistle another tune, and to take 
another stroll.

“ I think I won’t interfere in these little matters 
again,” he reflected. “ I seem to put my foot in 
it whenever I try to do a kind thing.”

A few days after this both Bunny and Hugh,
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w e a r y  o f  a  f o r t n i g h t  o f  id le n e s s  w h i l e  s o  m a n y  
E n g l i s h m e n  w e r e  i n  t h e  f i e ld ,  j o i n e d  t h e  N a t a l  
C a r b in e e r s ,  a n d  w e n t  o n c e  m o r e  t o  t h e  f r o n t ,  
w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  l o n g  in  p r o v i n g  t h e m s e lv e s  a  
r e a l  a c q u i s i t i o n  t o  t h a t  fo r c e ,  a n d  m a d e  t h e m s e lv e s  
a  n a m e  a s  t w o  o f  t h e  m o s t  a c c o m p l is h e d  s c o u t s  
a n d  m o s t  i n t r e p i d  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n t  p a t r o l l e r s  i n  t h e  
a r m y .

M e a n w h i l e  a  l e t t e r  c a m e  f o r  G e o f f ,  f r o m  J o h a n 
n e s b u r g .  V e s t a  h a d  s e c u r e d  i t s  s a fe  a r r i v a l  b y  
s e n d in g  i t  t o  a  f r i e n d  a t  L o r e n z o  M a r q u e z ,  w h e n c e  
t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  f o r w a r d i n g  i t  t o  
D u r b a n .  T h i s  l e t t e r  f i r s t  e n r a g e d  a n d  t h e n  
d e l i g h t e d  G e o f f ,  a n d  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  b o t h  s e n t im e n t s  
w i l l  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  e x t r a c t  h e r e  g i v e n  :—

“ F o r  a  w e e k  a f t e r  y o u  w e n t , ”  V e s t a  w r o t e ,  “  I  
h e a r d  n o t h i n g  o f  M r .  B u n s e n .  I f  I  h a d  n o t  
r e c e iv e d  y o u r  n o t e  t e l l i n g  m e  a l l  w a s  w e l l  w i t h  
y o u ,  1  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  a n x io u s ,  f o r  I  s h o u ld  
h a v e  c o n n e c t e d  h i s  d is a p p e a r a n c e ,  s o m e h o w ,  w i t h  
y o u ,  a n d  im a g in e d  t h a t  h e  d a r e d  n o t  c o m e  n e a r  
m e  b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  d o n e  s o m e t h i n g  t r e a c h e r o u s  t o  
y o u .  B u t  h e  t u r n e d  u p  a t  t h e  h o u s e  a f t e r  a  w e e k  
a n d  a s k e d  t o  s e e  m e .  T h e  s e r v a n t s  r e f u s e d  t o  
a d m i t  h i m ,  w h i c h ,  t h e y  s a id ,  m a d e  h i m  v e r y  a n g r y .  
T h i s  h a p p e n e d  o n  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e  d a y s ,  a n d  
a f t e r  t h a t  I  r e c e iv e d  a  t h r e a t e n i n g  l e t t e r  f r o m  h i m .  
H e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  i f  I  p e r s i s t e d  i n  b e in g  s o  r u d e  a s  
t o  r e f u s e  t o  s e e  h i m  h e  w o u l d  b e  o b l i g e d  t o  t a k e  
c e r t a i n  s te p s  f o r  h i s  o w n  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  a  c e r t a i n  
m a t t e r  a s  t o  w h i c h  h e  w a s  a t  is s u e  w i t h  t h e  
a u t h o r i t i e s — s te p s  w h i c h  h e  w o u l d  r a t h e r  n o t  t a k e  
w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  m e ,  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  
i n  t h e  s a id  m a t t e r .

“ I  m a d e  a n  a p p o in t m e n t  t o  s e e  h i m , ”  t h e  l e t t e r  
c o n t in u e d ,  “  a f t e r  t h i s ,  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  r a t h e r  
a n x i o u s  t o  k n o w  w h a t  h e  c o u ld  m e a n  b y  t h e  
t h r e a t  i m p l i e d  i n  h i s  l e t t e r .  I  t o o k  c a r e  t h a t  m y  
o ld  n u r s e  s h o u ld  b e  i n  t h e  r o o m ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  
t o l d  t h e  m a id  t o  r e m a in  o u t s id e  t h e  d o o r  i n  c a s e  I  
s h o u ld  r e q u i r e  h e r .  B e s id e s  t h i s ,  I  h a d  a  l i t t l e  
r e v o l v e r  i n  m y  p o c k e t ,  o n e  w h i c h  f a t h e r  g a v e  m e  
b e f o r e  h e  l e f t .  M r .  B u n s e n  c a m e ,  a n d  w e  h a d  a  
g r e a t  q u a r r e l .  H e  t o l d  m e  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y ,  i n  
o r d e r  t o  j u s t i f y  h i m s e l f ,  t o  p r o v e  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
t h a t  y o u  h a d  l a t e l y  b e e n  i n  J o h a n n e s b u r g  a n d  a t  
t h i s  h o u s e ,  a n d  t h a t  y o u  h a d  s in c e  d e p a r t e d .

“ ‘ Y o u  m e a n , ’ I  s a id ,  ‘ t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
r e q u i r e  p r o o f  o f  a  s t a t e m e n t  y o u  y o u r s e l f  h a v e  
m a d e  t o  t h e m ,  t h a t  G e o f f  h a d  b e e n  i n  t h e  t o w n  ? ’ 
a n d  w h e n  h e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h i s  
w a s  s o ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  h a d  e v e n  d o n e  h i s  b e s t  t o  
g e t  y o u  c a p t u r e d ,  I  f e l t  s o  a n g r y  t h a t  I  o r d e r e d  
h i m  o u t  o f  t h e  r o o m .

‘ “ I f  I  g o , ’  h e  s a id ,  ‘ I  s h a l l  b e  o b l i g e d  t o  r e f e r  
t h e  p o l i c e  p e o p le  t o  y o u ,  a n d  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  u n 
p le a s a n t  b o t h  f o r  y o u  a n d  f o r  y o u r  f a t h e r . ’

“  ‘  D o  e x a c t l y  a s  y o u  p le a s e , ’ I  s a id ,  ‘  o n l y  g o  a t

o n c e ,  a n d  n e v e r  s h o w  y o u r  f a c e  i n  th e  house 
a g a in  ! ’  I ’ m  a f r a i d  I  a ls o  c a l l e d  h im  a  co w a rd

“ J l e  w a s  v e r y  a n g r y ,  b u t  h e  w e n t ,  a n d  soon 
a f t e r w a r d s  I  h a d  a  v i s i t  f r o m  t h e  p o l ic e  inspector 
w h o  w a s  a  p o l i t e  m a n ,  a n d  w h o m  1 e a s i ly  satisfied' 
H e  w a s  n o t  a n  a d m i r e r  o f  M r .  B u n s e n ’s, I  soon dis
c o v e r e d ,  a n d  w h e n  l i e  a s k e d  m e  w h a t  t r u t h  there 
w a s  i n  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  y o u  h a d  been  to 
J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  d i s g u is e d  a s  a  B o e r ,  in  o rd e r to 
s p y ,  I  t o l d  h i m  ( I  h o p e  y o u  w o n ’ t  m in d  !) th a t I 
a m  e n g a g e d  t o  b e  m a r r i e d  t o  y o u  a n d  t h a t  perhaps 
y o u  h a d  o t h e r  a n d  b e t t e r  m o t i v e s  f o r  c o rn in g  to 
J o h a n n e s b u r g  t h a n  t h a t  o f  s p y in g .

“ H e  la u g h e d ,  a n d  s a id  s o m e t h i n g  p r e t t y .  ‘ These 
E n g l i s h  a r e  q u e e r  f o l k s , ’  h e  a d d e d .  ‘  T h is  other 
— t h i s  B u n s e n  m u s t  h a v e  g o o d  re a s o n s  fo r . ha ting  
M r .  B ig b y ,  s in c e  h e  d i d  h i s  b e s t  t o  g e t  h im  caught 
b y  m y  m e n  ! ’

“ ‘ M r .  B u n s e n  d o e s  n o t  a p p r o v e  o f  o u r  engage
m e n t ,  M r .  I n s p e c t o r , ’  I  s a id .

‘ “ O h  ! ’ h e  r e p l i e d ,  s m i l i n g ,  * is  t h a t  i t ?  N ow  1 
u n d e r s t a n d  ! T h e n  p e r h a p s  y o u  w i l l  n o t  be  sorry 
t o  h e a r  t h a t  w e  h a v e  w i t h d r a w n  h is  p e rm is s io n  to 
r e m a in ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  w i l l  d e p a r t  a t  o n c e  ? ’

“ ‘ I  a m  c h a r m e d  t o  h e a r  i t ,  M r .  I n s p e c t o r , ' I  
s a id .

“ B u t ,  a l a s !  t h e  s a m e  m a n  c a m e  la t e r  to  t e l l  me 
t h a t  M r .  B u n s e n  h a d  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  th is  has 
m a d e  m e  s o  n e r v o u s  t h a t  y o u  m u s t  n o t  be sur
p r i s e d  i f  y o u  r e c e iv e  a  w i r e  f r o m  m e  from  
L o r e n z o  M a r q u e z  t o  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  I  a m  com ing 
d o w n  t o  D u r b a n  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s k  y o u r  m o th e r  fo ra  
t e m p o r a r y  s h e l t e r  f o r  o l d  A n n a  a n d  m y s e lf .  Do 
y o u  t h i n k  s h e  w i l l  t a k e  u s  i n  ? ”  -.

“  I f  e v e r  I  l a y  h a n d s  u p o n  t h a t  c h a p  again,” 
s a id  G e o f f ,  u p o n  r e a d in g  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  “  I ’ l l  w h ip  the 
h o u n d  u n t i l  h e  c a n ’ t  s e e  o u t  o f  h i s  e y e s , th e  sneak
in g ,  c o w a r d l y  b l a c k g u a r d  ! O h - h - h - h  ! W h y  d id n ’t  
I  s c r a g  h i m  - w h i le  I  h a d  t h e  c h a n c e ? ”

H e  p a c e d  t h e  r o o m  i n  f u r y  f o r  a  w h i le .
“ W h a t  s h a l l  I  d o ,  m o t h e r ? ”  h e  e x c la im e d , “ go 

b a c k  t o  J o h a n n e s b u r g  a n d  s e e  a f t e r  m y  poor 
V e s t a  ? S h e  i s  a l a r m e d ,  o n e  c a n  see t h a t ; and 
w i t h  t h a t  r a s c a l  o f  a  f e l l o w  a t  la rg e ,  i t  is  no 
w o n d e r ! ”

“ I  t h i n k  w e  m a y  e x p e c t  t o  se e  V e s ta  before 
lo n g , ”  s a id  M r s .  B i g b y  ; “  b u t ,  i n  a n y  case, you can
n o t  d re a m  o f  g o in g  t h e r e  o r  anyw here else at 
p r e s e n t ,  f o r  y o u  a r e  o n l y  h a l f  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  your 
w o u n d .  W e  c a n  t e l e g r a p h  t o  t h e  b a n k  a t  Lorenzo 
M a r q u e z — i t  is  a  b r a n c h  o f  h e r  fa th e r’s—a n d  ask 

t h e m  t o  w i r e  h e r  to  c o m e  d o w n  a t  o n ce . _ n
“ Y e s , ”  s a id  G e o f f ,  “ t h e  v e r y  t h i n g  ! V o  w ill .
B u t  v e r y  s o o n  a f t e r  G e o f f  h a d  d e s p a tc h e d  is 

m e s s a g e  h e  r e c e iv e d  o n e  w h i c h  h a d  crossed i  , 
t e l l i n g  h i m  t h a t  V e s t a  w a s  a l r e a d y  in  ^ o re n fo . 
a n d  w o u l d  s a i l  a t  o n c e  f o r  D u r b a n .  T h e n  Geo 
f o r g o t  h i s  a n x i e t y  a n d  h i s  r a g e  w i t h  Bunsen an
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e v e r y t h ! ' 'e l s e  i n  t h e  j o y  o f  k n o w i n g  t h a t  V e s t a  
was safe  m id  w o u ld  s o o n  b e  i n  l i i s  m o t h e r ’s  h o u s e  
and unde: h e r  p r o t e c t io n .

K e v in :  H e s s ,  h e  h a d  r e j o ic e d  a  l i t t l e  t o o  s o o n  , 
fo r on  d ie  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  h e  r e c e iv e d  a n o t h e r  
message f r o m  V e s t a ’s  f r i e n d s ,  a n n o u n c in g  t h e  
d e p a rtu re  o f  h e r  s t e a m e r ,  a n d  a d d i n g  t h e s e  d i s 
q u ie t in g  w o r d s :  " V e s t a  d e s i r e d  m e  t o  t e l l  y o u  
,\[r. U u ’ - iu i  o n  b o a r d . ”

( ie o f f  r a v e d ,  a l m o s t  s p e e c h le s s  w i t h  f u r y ,  o n  
ren d in g  t h is  m e s s a g e .

■‘ I  s h a l l  m e e t  t h e  s t e a m e r ,  a n d  1 s h a l l  k i l l  t h e  
hound ! l i e  s a id .  “  C a n  I ,  m o t h e r  l f j l i a l l  I  n o t
be justified 1 ”

i h s .  I f i g b y  la u g h e d .  “ M y  p o o r  ( . i e o f f ”  s h e  
said, "> '"11  a r e  n ° t  f i t  f o r  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  v i o l e n t  
scenes : y o u  a r e  a  c o n v a le s c e n t ,  a n d  o u g h t  b y  
r ig h ts  to  b e  i n  h o s p i t a l .  L e t  t h e  m a n  b e ,  h e  
can d o  V e s ta  n o  h a r m . ”

“ N o , m o t h e r ,  h e  s h a l l  not b e  a l l o w e d  t o  la n d  
here u n p u n is h e d  ! I  s h a l l  t a k e  J a c k  R o s e n t h a l  
w ith  m e  a n d  a  h o r s e w h ip  ; i f  I  a m  s t i l l  t o o  f e e b le  
fo r a f ig h t ,  J a c k  is  n o t ,  a n d  h e  s h a l l  t a c k le  h i m  f o r
me.”

A n d  M r s .  B ig b y ,  f i n d i n g  i t  u s e le s s  t o  a t t e m p t  
to d is s u a d e  h i m ,  a l l o w e d  m a t t e r s  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  
own c o u rs e .

.J a c k  w a s  c h a r m e d  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  G e o f f ’s  p la n s ,  
a n d  t h e  t w o  w e n t  t o g e t h e r  t o  m e e t  t h e  H arebell, 
t h e  s t e a m e r  u p o n  w h i c h  V e s t a  w a s  e x p e c te d  f r o m  
T o r o n t o  M a ia p te z .

W h e n  t h e  Harebell a r r i v e d  V e s t a  a n d  o l d  A n n a  
w e r e  s t a n d in g  u p o n  t h e  b r i d g e .  G e o f f  c a u g h t  a  
g l im p s e  o f  B u n s e n  u n d e r  t h e  a w n in g  a t  t h e  s t e r n  
o f  t h e  v e s s e l ; b u t  p r o b a b ly  B u n s e n  a ls o  s a w  h i m ,  
f o r  l i e  d is a p p e a r e d .

“  K e e p  a n  e y e  o n  t h e  g a n g w a y ,  a n d  d o n ’ t  l e t  t h e  
r a s c a l  g e t  o u t ,  w h i le *  I  p u t  V e s t a  i n  a  t r a p  a n d  
s e n d  h e r  o f f , ' ’  s a id  G e o f f .  “ Y o u ’ l l  k n o w  w h ic h  h e  
i s — y o u  s a w  h i m  a t  t h a t  f a r m  h o u s e  i n  t h e  F r e e  
S t a t e . ”

“  I ’ l l  k n o w  h i m  ! ”  s a id  J a c k ,  g r i m l y .
V e s t a  c a m e  o f f  t h e  s t e a m e r  a l l  s m i le s  a n d  r o s y  

d e l i g h t ,  b u t  s h e  s t a r t e d  u p o n  s e e in g  G e o f f  m o r e  
c lo s e ly .

“  M y  p o o r  G e o f f , ”  s h e  e x c la im e d ,  a l m o s t  in  
t e a r s ;  “  w h a t  i s  t h e  m a t t e r ?  H a v e  y o u  b e e n  
i l l ? ”

“ Y e s ,  V e s t a ,  I  h a v e .  I ’ l l  t e l l  y o u  a l l  a b o u t  
t h i n g s  w h e n  l  c o m e  u p  h o m e ,  d i r e c t l y .  H e r e ’s 
y o u r  c a r r ia g e .  J u s t  t e l l  m e  o n e  t i l i n g  f i r s t  : h a s  
t h a t  r a s c a l  w o r r i e d  y o u  o n  t h e  w a y  h e r e  ? "

“  H e  d i d n ’ t  h a v e  a  c h a n c e .  H e  s p o k e  t o  m e  
o n c e  o r  t w ic e ,  b u t  1 t u r n e d  m y  b a c k .  I  p u t
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m y s e l f  u n d e r  t h e  c a p t a in 's  p r o t e c t i o n  a s  s o o n  a s  
I  f o u n d  t h a t  h e  w a s  o n  b o a r d . ”

G e o f f  r e t u r n e d  t o  J a c k ’s  s id e  a  m o m e n t  l a t e r .  
B u n s e n  h a d  n o t  y e t  a p p e a r e d ,  t h o u g h  t h e  p a s 
s e n g e r s  w e r e  a l l  o u t .  T h e y  w e n t  b e lo w ,  b u t  h e  
w a s  n o t  i n  t h e  s a lo o n .  T h e  s t e w a r d  p o in t e d  o u t  
h i s  c a b in .  T h e  d o o r  w a s  lo c k e d .

“ O p e n  t h e  d o o r ,  B u n s e n  ; I  k n o w  y o u ’ r e  t h e r e . ”  
s a id  G e o f f .  “  I  s h a l l  k i c k  t h e  d o o r  d o w n  i f  y o u  
d o n ’ t ,  a n d  t h e  n o is e  w i l l  a t t r a c t  s p e c t a t o r s .  T h i s  
m a t t e r  i s  b e s t  k e p t  q u i e t  b e t w e e n  o u r s e lv e s . ”  

B u n s e n  o p e n e d  t h e  d o o r ; h e  lo o k e d  s c a r e d  a n d  
h a g g a r d ,  b u t  h e  s p o k e  i n  h i s  u s u a l  b r a v a d o  f a s h io n .

“ A h  ! I  t h o u g h t  s o .  T w o  t o  o n e  a g a in  ! ”  h e  
s a id .  “ Y o u  a lw a y s  h u n t  i n  p a i r s ,  I  s e e , B ig b y .  
S a f e r ,  i s n ’ t  i t  ? ”

“  L o o k  h e r e ,  B u n s e n , ”  s a id  G e o f f ; “  t h e  f e w e r  
w o r d s  t h a t  p a s s  b e t w e e n  u s ,  t h e  f e w e r  u n p le a s a n t  
t h i n g s  w i l l  b e  s a id .  I ’ v e  c o m e  t o  s p e a k  p l a i n l y .  
Y o u ’ r e  a  c o n t e m p t i b l e ,  s n e a k in g  h o u n d  a n d  b u l l y ,  
a n d  I ’m  s o r r y  I  d i d  n o t  s h o o t  y o u  i n  J o h a n n e s b u r g .  
S o  m u c h  f o r  t h e  p a s t .  N o w  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  Y o u
a r e  n o t  g o in g  t o  l a n d  h e r e --------- ”

“ O h ,  i n d e e d ! ”  i n t e r r u p t e d  B u n s e n ,  “ a n d  w h o  
s a y s  s o  1 ”

“ I  d o .  Y o u  a r e  g o in g  o n  t o  C a p e  T o w n  i n  t h i s  
v e s s e l ,  a n d  a t  C a p e  T o w n  y o u  w i l l  t r a n s h i p  i n t o  
t h e  f i r s t  E n g l i s h  s t e a m e r .  M y  f r i e n d  h e r e — t h e  
g e n t l e m a n  w i t h  t h e  h o r s e w h ip  —  h a s  b e e n  k i n d  
e n o u g h  t o  p r o m is e  t o  t r a v e l  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  C a p e  a n d  
t o  s e e  y o u  o f f  f r o m  t h a t  p o r t .  H i s  h o r s e w h ip  g o e s  
w i t h  h i m .  I  m a y  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  i f  i t  w e r e  n o t  t h a t  I  
a m  s t i l l  i l l  a n d  w e a k  f r o m  a  w o u n d  w h i c h  n e a r l y  
d i d  f o r  m e ,  I  s h o u ld  b e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  w h i p  
in s t e a d  o f  m y  f r i e n d ,  a n d  i n  t h a t  c a s e  y o u  w o u l d  
n o t  h a v e  d o n e  s o  w e l l  t o - d a y  a s  y o u  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  
d o ,  i f  y o u  b e h a v e  s e n s ib ly .  Y o u r  p a s s a g e  t o  E n g 
l a n d  s h a l l  b e  p a id  f o r  y o u  ! ”

B u n s e n  r a v e d  a n d  s w o r e ,  a n d  v o w e d  b y  a l l t]lc  
s a in t s  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  la n d  h e r e  a n d  s ta y  he re  to  do 
a s  h e  p le a s e d  g e n e r a l l y ,  “ i n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  th e  cock
s u r e  B ig b y s  t h a t  e v e r  s w a g g e r e d . ”

B u t  G e o f f  d i s p a s s io n a t e l y  p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  i f  he 
w e r e  t o  l a n d  h e r e ,  a n d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  la s  d o in "s  iu 
J o h a n n e s b u r g  w e r e  t o  g e t  k n o w n  —  a s  th e y  as
s u r e d l y  w o u ld  —  t h e r e  w e r e  a t  le a s t  tw o  counts 
u p o n  w h i c h  h e  w o u ld  u n d o u b t e d l y  b e  ly n c h e d .

T h i s  s e e m e d  t o  f r i g h t e n  M r .  B u n s e n ,  and j n 
t h e  e n d  l i e  s u l k i l y  c o n s e n te d  t o  d o  as Geoff 
i n s i s t e d .

“ A s  i t  h a p p e n s ,  I  m e a n ’ t  t o  g o  t o  E n g la n d  a ll 
a lo n g , ”  h e  s a id ,  “ o r  I  w o u ld n ’t  a g re e ,  d o n ’t  H atte r 
y o u r s e l f . ”

A n d  s o  h e  w e n t ,  J a c k  a c c o m p a n y in g  h im  to 
C a p e  T o w n  a n d  s e e in g  h i m  s a f e ly  a w a y ,  llunsen’s 
l a s t  e x p l o i t  b e in g  t o  b o r r o w  a  te n - p o u n d  note 
f r o m  h i s  e s c o r t .

A n d  h e r e ,  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  w e  m a y  le a v e  our 
f r i e n d s .  T h e y  a r e  a l l  w e l l  a s  I  la y  d o w n  m y  pen. 
T h e  w a r  i s  s t i l l  r a g in g ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  th ic k  of 
i t  a n d  d o i n g  g o o d  s e r v ic e .  I t  m a y  b e  m y  p r iv ile g e  
o n e  d a y  t o  t e l l  y o u  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e m  a n d  o f the 
s p e c ia l  d i s t i n c t i o n  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  e a r n in g ; b u t for 
t h e  p r e s e n t  t h e  o b je c t  o f  t h i s  n a r r a t i v e  is  a tta in e d , 
a n d  y o u ,  d e a r  r e a d e r ,  a r e  a b s o lv e d  f r o m  fa r th e r  
a n x i e t y  o n  t h e i r  a c c o u n t .  T h e  T h r e e  S c o u ts  are 
s a fe ,  a n d  l i t t l e  V e s t a  is  s a fe  a ls o . G u y  is  fa r 
e n o u g h  a w a y  t o  b e  o u t  o f  m is c h ie f .  P r e t t y  M a rta  
N e d e r l a n d e r  i s  s t i l l  a t  h e r  f a t h e r ’s f a r m  in  th e F ie c  
S t a t e .  H e r  t h o u g h t s  s o m e t im e s  w a n d e r  in  the 
d i r e c t i o n  o f  a  c e r t a i n  g o o d - lo o k i n g  E n g l is h  tro ope r. 
S h e  h a s  j u s t  h e a r d  o f  R o b e r t s ’ s p le n d id  advance 
u p o n  B lo e m f o n t e i n ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  s h e  w onders  
w h e t h e r  H u g h  is  a m o n g  h i s  s o ld ie r s .  I  h a ve  an 
id e a  t h a t  s h e  w i l l  k n o w  v e r y  s o o n  1

( T H E  E N D . )
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o n e ’s l o t  is  c a s t  i n  s t r a n g e  l a n d s ,  
a m o n g  s a v a g e  b e a s t s  a n d  m u r e  
s a v a g e  p e o p le ,  o n e  m u s t  e x p e c t  

to  c a r ry  h i s  l i f e  i n  h i s  h a n d ,  a n d  t o  lo s e  i t  
in  s o m e  d r a m a t i c  f a s h io n  • b u t  f o r  t h e  q u i e t  
b u s iness  m a n  w h o  s p e n d s  a b o u t  f i f t y  w e e k s  i n  
every y e a r  o f  h i s  e x i s t e n c e  w i t h i n  s o u n d  o f  B o w  
be lls , t h e r e  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  m u c h  p r o s p e c t  o f  
e n d in g  h is  e x is t e n c e  u n d e r  r o m a n t i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  
O ne m a y  b e  p r o s a i c a l l y  k n o c k e d  d o w n  b y  b i k e ,  
run  o v e r  b y  m o t o r - c a r ,  o r  e v e n  c o m e  t o  a  b a d  
end in  a  s u b u r b a n  r a i lw a y  c o l l i s i o n ; b u t  t h e  
p r o b a b i l i t y  is  t h a t  h e  w i l l  d i e  i n  h i s  b e d .  A n d  
yet, a n s w e r in g  t o  t h e  a b o v e  d e s c r i p t i o n  a s  I  d o ,  
1 h a ve  h a d  a b o u t  a s  n e a r  a n  a c q u a in t a n c e  w i t h  
de a th  u n d e r  a b n o r m a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  e v e r  f a l l s  
to  th e  l o t  o f  t h e  e x p l o r e r  i n  u n k n o w n  la n d s .  I  
am n o t  m u c h  g i v e n  t o  r o m a n c e ,  a n d  I  c o n f e s s  
th a t th e  n e x t  t i m e  I  c o m e  t o  g r i p s  w i t h  t h e  
g ris ly  m e , I  w o u l d  m u c h  p r e f e r  t o  b e  i n  t h e  
im m e d ia te  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  o f  a  d y n a m i t e  e x 
p lo s io n . o r  i n  a  c o l l i d i n g  c h a n n e l  s t e a m e r .

I  h a i l  g o n e  d o w n  t o  C o r n w a l l  t o  s p e n d  m y  
s u m m e r h o l i d a y ,  a n d  h a d  s e c u r e d  c o m f o r t a b l e  
q u a rte rs  i n  a  f a r m h o u s e  i n  t h e  o u t - o f - t h e - w a y  
v illa g e  o f  B o h o r r a ,  n e a r  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  S t .  
A m h o r i y - in - R o s e la n d .  I t  w a s  a  d e l i g h t f u l  p l a c e  
fo r a  le l lo w  w h o  d e s i r e d  t o  t a k e  h i s  e n j o y m e n t  
q u ie t ly ,  f a r  f r o m  t h e  n o is e s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  l i f e ,  
b e h in d  m e  w a s  a  b e a u t i f u l  r i v e r ,  b o r d e r e d  b y  
h lgh r o c k y  b a n k s  a n d  s t e e p  f i e l d s .  B e lo w '  w a s

t h e  r o m a n t i c a l l y  s i t u a t e d  l i t t l e  c h u r c h y a r d ,  w i t h  
i t s  e m p t y  s t o n e  c o f f i n  a n d  i t s  f e r n  c la d  g r a v e s .  
O n  Z o z e  p o i n t  a b o v e  t h e  l i g h t h o u s e  I  c o u l d  s i t  
f o r  h o u r s  s i g h t i n g  v e s s e ls  c o m i n g  r o u n d  t h e  
M a n a c l e s  i n t o  F a l m o u t h  H a r b o u r ,  o r  i n  w a t c h 
i n g  t h e  u p w a r d  f l i g h t  o f  t h e  s p r a y  a m o n g  t h e  
t o w e r i n g  r a g g e d  r o c k s .  F r o m  m y  b e d r o o m  
w i n d o w  I  c o u l d  g a z e  a c r o s s  a  f e w  f i e l d s  t h a t  
s l o p e d  d o w n  t o  t h e  e d g e  o f  h i g h  c l i f f s ,  b e y o n d  
w h i c h  I  c o u l d  s e e  b ig  s h ip s  g o in g  u p  o r  d o w n  
c h a n n e l  a n d  t h e  h u m b l e r  f i s h i n g  c r a f t  r e t u r n i n g  
f r o m  t h e i r  n i g h t ’ s  l a b o u r s  i n  d e e p  w a t e r .

B e l o w  th e s e  c l i f f s  i s  a  s a n d y  b e a c h ,  c o v e r e d  
a t  h i g h  w a t e r ,  a n d  u p  t h e  c l i f f s  a r e  s e v e r a l  g r a s s y  
le d g e s  w h e r e  I  c o u l d  r e c l i n e ,  a n d ,  w i t h  m y  g la s s ,  
w a t c h  o y s t e r - c a t c h e r s  a n d  o t h e r  b i r d s  p i c k i n g  u p  
a  l i v i n g  a l o n g  t h e  b e a c h .  A t  i t s  e a s t e r n  e n d  
t h i s  P o r t h b e a r  B e a c h  is  s h u t  i n  b y  a  t o w e r i n g  
m a s s  o f  r u g g e d  r o c k ,  k n o w n  a s  P o r t h m e l l i n  
H e a d ,  a n d  c o v e r e d  w i t h  s e a - p in k  a n d  y e l lo w -  
l i c h e n s ,  w h e r e  t h e  c r e s t e d  c o r m o r a n t  n e s t s  o n  
t h e  le d g e s  a n d  t h e  r o c k  p i p i t  b u i l d s  i n  i t s  
c r e v i c e s .  O n e  d a y  I  h a d  d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  
t o p  o f  t h i s  h e a d ,  c l a m b e r i n g  d o w n  i t s  ja g g e d
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p o in t s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  s p ic e  o f  a d v e n t u r e  
a n d  d a n g e r  t h e r e  w a s  i n  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e .  I t s  
f e e t  a r e  i n  t h e  s e a , b u t  a s  t h i s  w a s  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  
s p r i n g  t i d e s ,  m o r e  t h a n  u s u a l  o f  t h e  r o c k s  w e r a  
u n c o v e r e d  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  s t r a n g e  f o r m s  
o f  m a r i n e  l i f e  t o  b e  s e e n  i n  i t s  p o o l s  a n d  u n d e r  
i t s  t a p e s t r y  o f  w e e d s .

I  h a d  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  t h i s  w o r k  o f  e x p l o r a 
t i o n  f o r  s o m e  t i m e ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e c e d in g  t i d e  
a s  i t  l e f t  l e d g e  a f t e r  le d g e  u n c o v e r e d ,  w h e n  I  
h e a r d  a  c o n t i n u o u s  “  s is s in g  ”  s o u n d ,  w h i c h  I  
k n e w  t o  p r o c e e d  f r o m  a  c r a b  o r  l o b s t e r  o u t  o f  
w a t e r ,  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  r o c k - h o le s  a r o u n d  m e .  
L i s t e n i n g  i n t e n t l y  f o r  a  fe w  m i n u t e s ,  a n d  m a k i n g  
s e v e r a l  b a d  a t t e m p t s  t o  l o c a l i s e  t h e  s o u n d — f o r  
t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  r o c k s  p r o d u c e d  m y s t i f y i n g  
e c h o e s — I  a t  l e n g t h  f o u n d  t h e  h o le  b e n e a t h  a  
s l i g h t  c u r t a i n  o f  b l a d d e r - w r a c k .  G o i n g  o n  m y  
k n e e s  a n d  p e e r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s  I  c o u l d  
j u s t  m a k e  o u t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  la r g e  c r a b  w i t h  o n e  
o f  i t s  b i g  c la w s  d o u b l e d  u n d e r  i t  i n  t h e  u s u a l  
c r a b  f a s h io n .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  p o s s e s s  
t h a t  c r a b  a n d  m a k e  a  m e a l  o f  i t  t o o k  h o l d  o f  
m e  a t  o n c e ,  a n d  h a v i n g  h a d  s u c c e s s  i n  g e t t i n g  
m u c h  s m a l l e r  s a m p le s  o u t  o f  h o le s  b y  g e t t i n g  
m y  h a n d  o v e r  t h e i r  b a c k s  b e f o r e  t h e y  h a d  t i m e  
t o  p r e s s  a g a in s t  t h e  r o o f  o f  t h e i r  c a v e r n ,  1 f e l t  
p r e t t y  s u r e  o f  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  t h i s  c a p t u r e ,  
a l t h o u g h ,  s o  f a r  a s  I  c o u l d  m a k e  o u t ,  t h i s  w a s  a  
c r a b  o f  t h e  la r g e s t  d im e n s io n s .

I t  w a s  a  l o n g  w a y  i n ,  s o  I  t o o k  o f f  m y  c o a t  
a n d  r o l l e d  u p  m y  s h i r t - s le e v e ,  t h e n  c a u t i o u s l y  
b u t  q u i c k l y  p u s h e d  i n  m y  a r m  r i g h t  u p  t o  t h e  
s h o u ld e r ,  k e e p i n g  c lo s e l y  t o  t h e  u p p e r  s id e  o f  
t h e  h o le .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  m y  
h a n d  o v e r  t h e  c r a b ,  f o r  t h e  h o le  w a s  la r g e r  i n s i d e  
t h a n  a t  t h e  m o u t h ,  a n d  I  w a s  a b le  t o  g e t  a  t o l e r 
a b l y  e x a c t  i d e a  o f  t h e  c r a b ’s  d i m e n s io n s .  A s  I  
e x p l a in e d ,  t h e  c r e a t u r e  w a s  e n d  o n ,  a n d  w h e n  I  
h a d  h o o k e d  m y  f i n g e r  t i p s  o v e r  t h e  f a r t h e r  e d g e  
o f  i t s  u p p e r  c r u s t ,  t h e  n e a r e r  e n d  e x t e n d e d  h a l f 
w a y  b e t w e e n  m y  w r i s t  a n d  e lb o w ,  I  t h e r e f o r e  
j u d g e d  i t  w a s  a  j a c k - c r a b  n i n s .  o r  1 2 m s .  a c r o s s  
t h e  b a c k .  I  a l s o  f o u n d  t h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  c r a b  
w i t h  i t ,  p r o b a b l y  t h e  f e m a le .

I t  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  b e e n  b e t t e r  f o r  m e  
h a d  t h e  h o l e  b e e n  s m a l l e r  w i t h i n ,  f o r  t h o u g h  i t  
w a s  i m p o s s ib l e  f o r  t h e  c r a b  t o  f o l l o w  i t s  u s u a l  
t a c t i c s  a n d  p r e s s  i t s  b a c k  a g a in s t  t h e  r o o f ,  i t  h a d  
r o o m  t o  m o v e  i t s  p i n c e r  c la w s  a b o u t  f r e e ly .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I  c o u l d  n o t  t e l l  w h a t  i t  w a s  a b o u t  
u n t i l  I  f e l t  a  p a i r  o f  t h e s e  g r e a t  n i p p e r s  s e iz e  
m e  r o u n d  t h e  w r i s t  a n d  g r i p  m e  w i t h  h o r r i b l e  
p o w e r .  M o s t  p e o p le ,  I  s u p p o s e ,  k n o w  e x p e r i 
m e n t a l l y  h o w  f i e r c e l y  a  s m a l l  g r e e n  c r a b  c a n  
p i n c h ,  b u t  im a g in e  w h a t  w a s  m y  a g o n y  t o  b e  i n  
t h e  g r i p  o f  a  c r e a t u r e  w h o s e  n i p p e r s  w e r e  la r g e  
e n o u g h  t o  e n c o m p a s s  a  m a n ’ s w r i s t  !

1 n e e d  n o t  s a y  t h a t  I  i n s t a n t l y  t r i e d  t o  w i t h 

d r a w  . m y  h a n d ,  b u t  t h e  c r a b  w o u ld  n o t be 
s h a k e n  o f f ,  a n d  h a d  t u r n e d  h i m s e l f  u f f ic ie m lv  
t o  m a k e  i t  im p o s s i b l e  t o  d r a w  h i m  'H i t ,  fo r  l i t  
w a s  n o w  b r o a d s id e  o n .  C o u l d  I  h a r e  managed 
t o  g e t  h i m  o u t ,  m y  s u f f e r in g s  w o u ld  soon 
h a v e  h a d  r e l i e f ,  f o r  w i t h  m y  h e e l  1 c o u ld  have 
s m a s h e d  h i s  b o d y ,  a n d  s o  c a u s e d  L is  n ipper- 
m u s c le s  t o  r e l a x .  T h e  m o r e  f o r c e  1 e m p lo y e d  
t h e  m o r e  s e c u r e l y  f i x e d  t h e  c r a b  a p p e a r e d  to  be' 
a n d  I  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  I  h a d  r e a l l y  “  c a u g h t  a  T a r 
t a r . ”  T h e  p a i n  w a s  f e a r f u l ,  a n d  1 b e g a n  to 
r e a l i s e  t h a t  I  w a s  i n  a  r e a l l y  p e r i lo u s  p o s itio n . 
I t  w a s  v e r y  r a r e l y  t h a t  a n y b o d y  c a m e  th a t  wav 
a n d  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  c l i f f s , -  c o m b in e d  w ith  tile  
n o is e  o f  t h e  w a v e s ,  m a d e  i t  a  w a s te  y f  e f fo r t  to 
c a l l  f o r  h e lp .  I f  I  c o u l d  o n l y  e n d u r e  th e  p h y 
s ic a l  a g o n y  o f  h i s  r e l e n t le s s  g r i p  f o r  a  t im e  1 
m i g h t  h o p e  h i s  m u s c le s  w o u l d  r e la x ,  b u t  he 
a p p e a r e d  t o  h a v e  l o c k e d  h i s  p in c e r s ,  a n d  to  be 
h o l d i n g  m e  w i t h o u t  a c t u a l  e f f o r t .  T h e  worst 
f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  c a s e  w a s  t h e  r i s i n g  o f  th e  tide, 
a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  th e  springs  
m a d e  i t  a l l  t h e  m o r e  h o p e le s s  f o r  m e ,  fo r  hours 
b e f o r e  i t  b a d  c e a s e d  t o  f lo w '  t h e  s e a  w o u ld  be 
f a r  a b o v e  m y  l i f e l e s s  b o d y .  I  c o u ld  see  how 
m a n y  f e e t  a b o v e  m y  h e a d  t h e  w a te r s  rose  at 
o r d i n a r y  t i d e s ,  f o r  i t  w a s  m a r k e d  b y  th e  co a tin g  
o f  a c o r n  b a r n a c le s  o n  t h e  r o c k s  a n d  t h e  frin ge  
o f  s e a w e e d s .

I  s h o u t e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ;  s h o u t e d  u n t i l  m y  th ro a t 
w a s  d r y  a n d  m y  t o n g u e  s w o l l e n ,  b u t  e q u a lly  o f 
c o u r s e  n o n e  h e a r d  m e .  I  t r i e d  t o  t h in k  o f 
s t o r ie s  I  h a d  r e a d  o f  b r a v e  m e n  w h o  had 
h a c k e d  o f f  f i n g e r s  o r  h a n d s  t h a t  h a d  g o t  sha t
t e r e d  i n  w a r f a r e ;  b u t  h e r e  w a s  I ' w i t h  m y  best 
r i g h t  a r m  i m p r i s o n e d  t o  t h e  s h o u ld e r ,  m y  pen
k n i f e  d e e p  i n  m y  r i g h t - h a n d  t r o u s e r s  p o c k e t ,  and 
d i f f i c u l t  o f  a c c e s s  b y  m y  l e f t  h a n d .  I f  I  c o u ld  
g e t  m y  k n i f e  o u t  a n d  o p e n e d  w i t h  m y  le f t  hand , 
c o u l d  I  s o  u s e  i t  a s  t o  a m p u t a t e  m y  l i g h t  a rm ?  
J u s t  n o w  t h e  i d e a  a p p e a r s  p e r f e c t l y  a b s u rd  to  
m e ,  a s ,  n o  d o u b t ,  i t  d o e s  t o  t h e  r e a d e r ; b u t  in 
m y  d e s p e r a t e  e f f o r t  f o r  l i f e  I  w a s  r e a d y  to  try  
t h e  w i l d e s t  s c h e m e  o p e n  • t o  m e .  A n d  th is  
r e a l l y  w a s  t h e  s o le  w a y  o u t  o f  m y  d i le m m a  th a t 
p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f .

A f t e r  m u c h  w r i g g l i n g  i n  t h e  w a t e r  -  f o r  I  was 
s t i l l  o n  m y  k n e e s ,  r e m e m b e r ,  a n d  b . th is  tim e  
t h e  w7a t e r  r e a c h e d  m y  l o i n s  —  I  c o n t r i v e d  to  
g e t  m y  k n i f e  a n d  h o l d  i t  b e tw e e n  m y  te e th  
w h i l s t  I  a t t e m p t e d  t o  o p e n  t h e  s t i f f  b la d e  w ith  
m y  u n a c c u s t o m e d  l e f t  f i n g e r s .  1 b r o k e  nt_y 
n a i l s ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  p u l l i n g  th e  k n ile  
o u t  o f  m y  ja w s  a n d  d r o p p i n g  i t  i n t o  th e  w a te r .  
T h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  g o in g  a b o u t  t h e  w o r ld  o n e 
a r m e d ,  b u t  s t i l l  a  l i v i n g  m a n ,  d e p a r te d  w ith  it. 
M y  c o a t  n e x t  f l o a t e d  o f f  t h e  r o c k  w h o re  I  had 
l a i d  i t ,  a n d  I  w a t c h e d  i t  w ra s h e d  u p  th e  shore . 
I t  w o u l d  a t  le a s t  d r a w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  p lace
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w here  r a v  c o r p s e  w o u l d  b e  f o u n d  a t  t h e  n e x t  
recess o f  t h e  t i d e ,  a n d  I  m i g h t  s t i l l  g e t  d e c e n t  
b u r ia l in  t h e  q u i e t  c h u r c h y a r d  o f  S t .  A n t h o n y .  
T h e re  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  s o o t h i n g  a b o u t  t h a t ; b u t  
s l i l l  th e r e  w e r e  m a n y  t h i n g s  I  s h o u ld  l i k e  t o  
have d o n e  b e f o r e  l a y i n g  d o w n  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  
life . I  r a n  t h r o u g h  t h e  l i s t  o f  u n f i n i s h e d  m a t t e r s  
I  h a d  in  h a n d .  I  c o u l d  n o t  t e l l  y o u  n o w  w h a t  
th e y  w e re , a n d  i t  i s  o f  n o  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  f o r  t h e r e  
was n o t h in g  o f  p r i m e  i m p o r t a n c e ;  b u t  I  r e m e m 
be r t h a t  I  h a d  a  g r e a t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  
h o r r id  t o  d e p a r t  w i t h o u t  f i r s t  “  c l e a r i n g  u p . ”  
O th e rw is e  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  d e a t h  i n  n o  w is e  
a la rm e d  m e .  I t  w a s  n o w  i n e v i t a b l e ,  a n d  I  w o u l d  
m e e t i t  a s  b r a v e l y  a s  I  c o u l d  ;  s t i l l ,  c o u l d  I  
have c h o s e n ,  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  s o m e  
o th e r  m e t h o d  o f  q u i t t i n g  t h e  w o r l d .  T o  d i e  b y  
in ch e s  o r  s i x t e e n t h s  o f  i n c h e s  w a s  a n  a w f u l  f a t e .  
T h e  w a i t i n g  w a s  s o  t e d io u s .  1 c o u l d  a t  l e a s t  
ha s ten  m y  r e l i e f  s o o n  w h e n  t h e  w a t e r  s h o u l d

have r is e n  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  e n a b le  m e  t o  p l u n g e  
m y fa c e  i n t o  i t .

b u t  t h e  t i d e  h a d  n e v e r  i n  m y  e x p e r ie n c e  
ta k e n  s o  lo n g  t o  r i s e  a s  i t  w a s  n o w  d o in g .  I t  
seem ed w e e k s  b e f o r e  i t  h a d  r i s e n  s o  h i g h  t h a t  I  
c o u ld  j u s t  w e t  m y  b e a r d  a n d  c h i n  b y  d u c k i n g  

ta r  as m y  i m p r i s o n e d  a r m  w o u l d  a l l o w .  A n d  
•he re  w a s  s o  l i t t l e  t o  o c c u p y  m y  m i n d  d u r i n g  
* 'e  p e n o d  o f  w a i t i n g .  F r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  " a s  m y  r i g h t  a r m  t h a t  w a s  i n  C h a n c e r y  I  c o u l d  
" o t lo o k  o u t  t o  s e a , b u t  c o u l a  o n l y  g a z e  a t  t h e  
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c l i f f s ,  a n d  c l o s e l y  s c r u t i n i s e  t h e  r o c k s  a n d  w e e d s  
d o s e  t o  m y  f a c e .  A  fe w  l i m p e t s  a n d  d o g -  
w i n k l e s  w e r e  b e f o r e  m e ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  r i s i n g  
o f  t h e  w a t e r s ,  l i k e  m y s e l f ,  s o  t h e y  m a d e  s c a r c e l y  
a n y  m o v e m e n t  t o  i n t e r e s t  m e .  '

I t  o c c u r r e d  t o  m e  t h a t  I  m i g h t  a s  w e l l  
e x e r c is e  m y  v o i c e  f o r  t h e  la s t  t i m e  b y  i n d u l g i n g  
i n  a n o t h e r  s h o u t ;  a n d  I  d i d  s o ,  c a l l i n g  
“ H e l p ! ”  w i t h  a l l  m y  p o w e r .  T o  m y  g r e a t  
a s t o n i s h m e n t  a  r e s p o n s e  c a m e  f r o m  b e h i n d  m e .
“  H o l d  o n  a  b i t ! W e ’ r e  a - c o m i n ’ t o  ’ e e . ”

W h o  t h e  “  w e  ”  w e r e  I  c o u l d  n o t  im a g in e ,  
b u t  I  c o u l d  h e a r  t h e  r e g u l a r  p l a s h  o f  o a r s  
r a p i d l y  p l i e d  b y  s t r o n g ,  a c c u s t o m e d  a r m s ,  a n d  
i n  a  m i n u t e  o r  t w o — t h o u g h  i t  s e e m e d  a s  m a n y  
h o u r s — a  c r a b b e r ’ s  b o a t  d r e w  u p  b e s id e  m e ,  
a n d  a  k i n d l y  v o i c e  a s k e d  w h a t  w a s  t h e  m a t t e r  ? 
W h y  d i d  I  n o t  s c r a m b l e  u p  t h e  r o c k s  ? B r i e f l y  
T e x p l a i n e d  m y  p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  y o u n g e r  o f  t h e  
t w o  f i s h e r m e n ,  w h o  w a s  e q u i p p e d  i n  l o n g  s e a -

b o o t s ,  s t e p p e d  o v e r  t h e  
s id e  o f  t h e  b o a t  t o  i n 
v e s t ig a t e .  H e  f o u n d  i t  
w a s  i m p o s s ib l e  t o  g e t  
a n o t h e r  h a n d  i n t o  t h e  
h o le ,  s o  w e l l  d i d  m y  
a r m  f i l l  i t ,  b u t  h e  
t h o u g h t  a  t h i n  r o d  w o u l d  
p a s s .  T h e y  h a d  o n  b o a r d  
a  l o n g  t h i n  b a m b o o ,  w i t h  
a b o u t  a  d o z e n  h o o k s  
f i t t e d  t o  o n e  e n d ,  w h e r e 
w i t h  t o  j i g  c u t t l e  f o r  b a i t .  
T h e  o l d  m a n  c u t  a  s h a r p  
p o i n t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  
t h i s  r o d ,  a n d  t h i s  e n d  
w a s  i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e  h o le ,  
u n d e r  m y  a r m ,  S e a - b o o t s  
t e l l i n g  m e  t o  c a l l  o u t  i f  
i t  p r i c k e d  m e .

A f t e r  s o m a  v a in  p r o d -  
d i n g s  a g a i n s t  t h e  r o c k ,  
a g a i n s t  t h e  o t h e r  c r a b ,  
a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s m o o t h e r  
p a r t s  o f  m y  o w n  p a r  
t i c u l a r  fo e ,  t h e  p o i n t  ot 

l a s t  a p p e a r e d  t o  h a v e  
f o u n d  a  c r a n n y  i n  t h e  

m o n s t e r ’ s a r m o u r ,  a n d  S e a - b o o t s ’ f i n e  s e n s e  o f  
t o u c h ,  g a in e d  p r o b a b l y  i n  w h i f f i n g ,  a p p r e c ia t e d  
t h i s  f a c t  a t  o n c e .  W i t h  a  v i g o r o u s  p u s h  o f  t h e  
r o d ,  w h i c h  I  c o u l d  f e e l  p a s s in g  t h r o u g h  t h e  c r a b  
b e n e a t h  m y  h a n d ,  h e  t h r u s t  i n  b e lo w  t h e  u p p e r  
c r u s t  f r o m  b e h i n d ,  a n d  t o r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  v i t a l  
p a r t s .  T h e  g r i p  u p o n  m y  w r i s t  g r e w  t i g h t e r ,  
t h e n  s la c k e n e d ,  a n d  I  k n e w  t h a t  r e l i e f  h a d  c o m e  
t o  m e .  M y  c a p t o r  w a s  d e a d  ! T h e  r e v u l s i o n  
o f  f e e l i n g  m a d e  m e  s ic k  a n d  f a u l t ;  I  c a l l e d  
o u t :—

I  KNEW THAT R E L IE F  HAD COME.
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“  Y o u  h a v e  k i l l e d  h i m ! ”  a n d  t h e n  lo s t  
c o n s c io u s n e s s .
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W h e n  I  r e v i v e d ,  I  w a s  l y i n g  i n  t h e  b o a t  o n  
s a i l s ,  a n d  r e c o g n is e d  t h a t  m y  r e s c u e r s  w e r e  
r o w i n g  e a s t w a r d .  T h e y  t o o k  m e  t o  t h e i r  o w n  
h o m e  a t  P o r t h s c u t h o ,  a n d  t h e  y o u n g  m a n  l e n t  
m e  h i s  o w n  S u n d a y  s u i t  o f  r u s t y  b l a c k  t o  w e a r  
w h i l s t  m y  c l o t h e s  w e r e  b e in g  d r i e d .  T h e y  
s h a r e d  t h e i r  f o o d  w i t h  m e ,  a n d  d e c l i n e d  t h e

m o n e t a r y ' r e w a r d  1  o f f e r e d ,  s a y in g  t h a t  thev 
m i g h t  b e  i n  n e e d  o f  r e s c u e  f r o m  th e  sea any 
c la y .  B u t  I  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  a t  le a s t  I  m u s t  pay 
t h e  g o o d  w i f e  f o r  f o o d  a n d  l a b o u r ,  a n d  I  took  
c a r e  t o  p a y  i n  g o ld .  A t  a  l a t e r  d a t e  I  h a d  the 
s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  p e r s u a d in g  t h e m  t o  g iv e  u p  the 
s o m e w h a t  c r a z y  v e s s e l  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  come 
t o  m y  a i d , ; a n d  a c c e p t  t h e  m o r e  c o m m o d io u s  
a n d  m o r e  s e a w o r t h y  b o a t  o n  w h o s e  s te m sh e e ts  
I  h a d  c a u s e d  t o  b e  p a in t e d .  “  T h e  F r ie n d  in  
N e e d . ”

THE SORROWS AND JOYS OF A NEWSPAPER ARTIST.
(Bv A n A m erican  R e a d e r .)

N ewspaper a r t i s t s  a r e  n o t ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  a s  
c o m m o n  i n  E n g l a n d  a s  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S ta te s .  A t  le a s t ,  I  k n o w  t h a t  w h e n  I  l e f t  m y  
h o m e ,  n e a r  t h e  S c o t c h  b o r d e r ,  a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  w e r e  o n l y  e m p l o y e d  i n  m o n t h l y  a n d  
w e e k ly  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  S in c e  t h e n  I  h a v e  s e e n  
s t r a y  c o p ie s  o f  a n  i l l u s t r a t e d  L o n d o n  d a i l y ,  b u t  
h e r e  e v e r y  n e w s p a p e r  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  h a s  i t s  o w n  
a r t i s t  o r  a r t i s t s ,  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  a  c o m p le t e  p h o t o 
e n g r a v in g  p l a n t  t o o .  W h e t h e r  t h e s e  a d d i t i o n s  
t o  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  o f  a  n e w s p a p e r  a r e  d e s i r a b l e  
o r  l e g i t i m a t e  I  w i l l  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  s a y .  C e r t a i n  
i t  is  t h a t  t h e y  m e e t  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  p u b l i c .

A  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i s t ’ s  d r a w in g s  a r e  a lw a y s  i n  
p e n  a n d  i n k  a n d  o n  w h i t e  c a r d b o a r d  a b o u t  t w i c e  
t h e  s iz e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  e n g r a v in g .  T h e  e x ig e n 
c ie s  o f  p o o r  p r i n t i n g  a n d  l i m i t e d  t i m e  m a k e  i t  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  h a v e  t h e s e  d r a w in g s  s o m e w h a t  
o p e n  a n d  u n f i n i s h e d  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  m a g a z in e  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  T h e  l e a d i n g  A m e r i c a n  n e w s p a p e r s  
e m p l o y  c o m p l e t e  s ta f f s  o f  a r t i s t s ,  e a c h  a  s p e c ia l 
i s t  i n  h i s  o w n  l i n e ;  o n e ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  a  c a r t o o n i s t  
e x c l u s i v e l y ;  a n o t h e r  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  g o o d  o n  p o r 
t r a i t s ,  a n o t h e r  o n  f i g u r e s ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  o n  
o r n a m e n t a l  d e s ig n s  ; t h e r e  m a y  a l s o  b e  o n e  
a r t i s t  f o r  f a s h io n - p la t e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  T h e  s a la r ie s  
p a i d  t h e s e  s p e c ia l i s t s  a r e  v e r y  g o o d ,  r a n g i n g  
f r o m  S 5 0  t o  $ 2 0 0  w e e k ly .  T h e s e  g e n t l e m e n  a r e  
a l s o  le s s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  t r o u b l e d  b y  i r r e g u l a r  
s u d d e n  d e m a n d s  u p o n  t h e i r  t i m e  t h a n  t h e  
a v e r a g e  a r t i s t  is .

T h e  o r d i n a r y  c i t y  p a p e r ,  w i t h  i t s  o n e  o r  t w o  
a r t i s t s  is ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
c f  m y  p r o f e s s i o n  h a v e  t o  d o .  T h e r e  t h e  s a la r ie s  
r u n  f r o m  $ 2 0  t o  ^ 5 0  p e r  w e e k ,  a n d  a s  a  g e n e r a l  
t h i n g  i t  m a y  b e  s a id  t h a t  t h e  m o n e y  is  w e l l  
e a r n e d .  T h e r e  t h e  a r t i s t  is  e x p e c t e d  t o  d r a w  
a n y t h i n g  s e t  b e f o r e  h i m ,  a n d  a  g o o d  m a n y

t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  n o t .  H e  is  e x p e c t e d  to  d ive rt 
h i m s e l f  b y  c h e e r f u l  l i t t l e  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  m orgue, 
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e ,  p e r h a p s ,  o f  s k e t c h in g  some 
p u t r e f y i n g  c o r p s e  ;  o r  t o  t h e  c i t y  g a o l ,  w h e re  an 
o b s t i n a t e  p r i s o n e r  m a y  p r e s e n t  t h e  b a c k  o f  his 
h e a d  w h e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s k e t c h  h is  likeness 
is  r e q u e s t e d .  H e  m a y  b e  “ y a n k e d ”  o u t  o f  bed 
i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  n i g h t  f o r  a  l o n g  jo u rn e y  to  
t h e  s c e n e  o f  a  r a i l w a y  c o l l i s i o n  ;  a n d  h e  m a y  be 
r e q u i r e d  t o  i m p r o v i s e  t h r i l l i n g  v ie w s  o f  some
t h i n g  h e  h a s  n e v e r  s e e n ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  la b e lle d , 
“  S k e t c h e d  o n  t h e  s p o t  b y  o u r  s p e c ia l  a r t is t .”  
A l l  t h e s e  a r e  t h i n g s  I  d i d  n o t - k n o w  b e fo re  I  
w o r k e d  m y  w a y  i n t o  t h i s  p r o f e s s io n .  I  know  
t h e m  n o w .  I  k n o w  w h a t  i t  is  t o  b e  s e n t em
p h a t i c ,  u r g e n t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  o b t a i n  a  f i r s t  class 
l i k e n e s s  o f  a  m u r d e r e r  o n  t r i a l ,  o f  w h o m ,  b y  fa ir 
m e a n s  o r  f o u l ,  I  c o u l d  o b t a i n  b u t  tw o  fle e tin g  
g l im p s e s ,  a n d  u p o n  t h a t  t o  b a s e  a  c a re fu lly  
w r o u g h t  d r a w in g .  I  k n o w  w h a t  i t  is  t o  ske tch  
a  p o l i c e m a n  u n d e r  s u s p i c i o n  a s  h e  w a lk e d  his 
b e a t ,  w i t h o u t  l e t t i n g  h i m  s e e  m y  p u rp o s e . I  
k n o w  w h a t  i t  i s  t o  w o r k  ( f o r  d r a w in g  « w ork , 
s o m e t im e s )  a l l  d a y ,  a n d  t h e n  a l l  n ig h t ,  w ith o u t 
i n t e r m i s s i o n .  n

B u t  h a v i n g  w r i t t e n  t h u s  f a r  o f  “ s o rro w s , 1 
s e e  t h a t  I  h a v e  n o t  r e s e r v e d  m u c h  s p a c e  fo r  the 
“ j o y s . ”  T o u c h i n g  t h e  l a t t e r ,  I  w i l l  say, then, 
t h a t  t h e  w o r k  is  p l e a s a n t  t o  o n e  w h o  ta k e s  a rea 
i n t e r e s t  i n  i t ,  a n d  i t  le a d s  o n  t o  m a g a z in e  an 
b o o k  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  c la s s .  A  news
p a p e r  a r t i s t  r a r e l y  h a s  t o  c o m p la in  o f  m o n o to n y  
i n  h i s  a v o c a t i o n .  H e  s e e s  m a n y  p h a s e s  o f  * * e 
b o t h  t h e  b r i g h t  a n d  t h e  d a r k .  A n d  i f  he ^  
s o m e t im e s  a l m o s t  w o r k e d  t o  d e a t h ,  th e re  ar 
o t h e r  t i m e s  w h e n  h e  c a n  r e c u p e r a t e .  b
h i s  i n c o m e  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  a t  le a s t  s u fh c ie n  
e n a b le  h i m .  t o  l i v e  w i t h  f a i r  c o m f o r t .  „

John R  ° ,l l -



OOK here/ said Obed, as he 
gazed menacingly at the 
prisoner, who winced under 
the ordeal, ‘ does that schooner 
carry five-ton guns or thirty- 
tw o-pound ca rro n a d e s ? ’ 
‘ Guns/ replied the prisoner, 

laconically. ‘ Then we’re all dead men/ said 
Obed.”

This, or something like it, occurs in “ Tom 
Cringle’s Log,” a book which ought to be in 
every boy’s library. Even Marryat never wrote 
any thing better than the “ Log.” There are 
secret tortuous channels, leading to spreading 
lagoons, in one of which the fiercest fight in 
the book takes place. Those channels, too, 
with the tall tree-tops over-arching the masts 
of the loreha (boys familiar with the little ways 
of Chinese pirates will need no glossary) hidden 
from view now' and again by the dense masses of 
smoke that issued from the stiuk-pots (again I 
refuse to apologise). It was one of the midship
men, I believe, aboard the frigate— or was it the 
cap’n of the fore-top ? I really forget— who was 
lying out on the yard, and somehow got trans
ferred to the topmost limb of one of the tropical 
giants, lie might have stayed there, of course, 
safely enough, were it not that

A SNAKE OF THE DEADLIEST SORT

spotted him, and slowly began to worm its way 
towards its prey. There was only one thing to 
be done, and the middy (or the cap’n of the 
fore-top) did it. He pointed his toes calmly, 
^ though he were hanging on a horizontal 
Jar, and not suspended from a natural trapeze a 
iundred and twenty feet from the water, and, 
wtendiug his arms to the full, let go. Swish ! he 
oeft the water like a knife, and we held our 
reath until ]ie rose t0 the surface. Then we 

c eor«l and hove a rope overboard towards him.

But what w'as that black, blade-like object scud
ding along the water ? A  shark ! A kick or two 
a shriek, and only the bloody tinge of the water 
remained to mark the tragedy.

Yes, “ Tom Cringle’s Log,” old as it is, will take 
a lot of beating. So will Marryat, whose stories, 
carelessly written as some may be, are essentially

HEALTHY AND MANLY.

Why, Marryat would not have lived in vain if 
lie had written nothing else than the escape 
from the French prison in “ Peter Simple.” 
Add to this the three-cornered duel iu “ Mid
shipman Easy,” the practical jokes of Percival 
Keene, and the hocus-pocus business of that 
old reprobate and humbug of a Malchior in 
“ Japliet in Search of a Father,” and what don’t 
we owe to Marryat ? Some think Marryat coarse. 
It may be admitted at once that his anecdotes are 
not all drawing-room ones, but they have humour, 
and their humour is of the stout, strong - 
stomached Elizabethan kind, which never did 
anybody any harm. There lives more real virtue 
in Marryat’s stories, believe me, than in half the 
tracts. Timid guardians notwithstanding, I 
hereby exhort all and sundry boys to give their 
spare hours to Marryat.

Of sea writers in these days we have a plentiful 
lack. Indeed, I can only think of one worthy of 
being mentioned alongside the old masters, and 
that is Clark Bussell. There are others, of course, 
of which every Christmas brings a goodly crop, in 
all the gorgeousness of gold and blue and red, but 
if we except G. A. Henty, Eider Haggard, and 
Jules Verne, each of whom has a well-defined 
corner of his own, the moderns in this line are 
rather a poor lot. Generally speaking, they have 
not been there, and that is all against them. By 
assiduous and well-directed cramming, it is no 
doubt possible to create a kind of veldt, prairie, 
or desert atmosphere— according as it seizes the
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author’s fancy to locate Ins story. But this kind 
of work brings its own penalty, for boys, if I  know 
anything about them,

ARE VIGILANT EXAMINERS,

merciless in their detection of shoddy perform
ance. Their favourite and very effective kind of 
revenge is rigidly to eschew thereafter anything 
bearing the name of the charlatan. One has no 
desire to slaughter a whole generation of writers. 
It may be that some critical reader will feel 
disposed to throw Conan Doyle, Stanley Weyman, 
Anthony Hope and J. M. Barrie at me with a 
challenge. But these, I beg to submit, sir, as the 
phrase used to run in the Debating Society, are 
hardly boys’ authors, although they all have 
written stories which many boys have no doubt 
read and appreciated.

Then, sir— Mr. Editor, I  mean— there are your
own books, such as- - - - - (“ Lie down!” — E d .).
Several of these writers, I am told, are widely 
read in the Sixth, although some of the fellows, I 
also gather, think them rather piffle. The point, 
which has become rather obscured by, may I say 1 
a not altogether ungraceful digression, is that

WRITERS OF GOOD ADVENTURE STORIES ARE 

SCARCE TO-DAY.

Of writers of indifferent stories there are more 
than enough. But these, like Mark Twain 
posing as a -writer on agriculture, and in that 
capacity advising farmers to shake the turnips off' 
the trees and not to pick them, are liable to come 
egregious croppers, I chance to know of an 
author who writes quite fluently about the 
Spanish Main and Tierra del Fuego, not to 
mention Brazil and the Siberian steppes. Yet,
1 believe Boulogne and Land’s End are the 
eastern and western boundaries of his travels. 
Once I found him ensconced in his comfortable 
arm-chair, sedulously gruelling himself and bath
ing his feet in hot water. He had a cold, he 
said. “ What are you writing now ?” I asked. “  I 
am doing” (he always calls it “ doing”) “ a story 
about Klondike,” he replied. I t  is pretty clear 
that writers like this are not going to be long

BEFORE THEY ARE FOUND OUT.

And boys are just the Sherlock Holmeses 
to do it. There is none of this about Clark 
Bussell, who is really responsible for the 
foregoing remarks, since the mention of 
his name suggested the notion that a little 
trouncing of less thorough writers might be 
appropriately introduced. In his stories one 
always gets intimate with the sea in all her 
moods. No writer, surely, ever enjoyed her 
confidence so unreservedly. (She whispers her

secrets to hint—tells him her very heart. flc 
is no landsman afloat, confounding the jib-boom 
with the dolphin-striker, not knowing a yawl 
from a cliasse-marec. He can generally be de
pended upon, too, to provide a love-sick mate 
and a beautiful girl. Then there is, or there 
was, W. H. G. Kingston, whose “ From Powder 
Monkey to Admiral,” was once, like Phyllis 
“ my only joy.” That escape on the raft
from the French prison will not easily fade 
from the memory. But one wonders if it would 
ever have been written if “ Peter Simple” had 
not preceded it. No, Kingston is a light-weight 
compared with Marryat, and not Exactly a 
champion at that. That is to say, to quote Mr. 
Barrie, one never thought—as one thinks, or 
used to think, of Marryat or Mayne Reid—that 
he ought to have been King of England, or

TO HAVE HAD A STAR NAMED AFTER HIM 

by the Government.
Mayne Reid’s name reminds me that I have 

not given him the place he deserves. The 
beginning, middle, and end of these remarks 
ought to be about him— “ the bright, the 
brave, the beautiful Mayne Reid.” Fenimore 
Cooper one had one’s fill of, of course; and there 
is no need to speak disrespectfully of “ Uncas,” 
“  The Pathfinder,” or “ The Deerslayer.” But 
Fenimore Cooper’s Indians— the Mohicans and 
the rest—had one fatal defect— they were foot 
Indians. Now foot Indians are well enough in 
their way, as a kind of second best or sub
stitute, but nobody can reasonably be expected 
to look at a pedestrian Indian, or, at any rate, 
to take any serious interest in his goings-on, 
while there is an Arapaho, or a Comanche left 
alive, horse Indians to a man, and sitting their 
steeds as though part of them. There is a 
thoroughness about the Red Hand ; an implac
able cruelty that commends him. He is the 
villain, or one of the villains, if I remember 
aright, in “ The Wild Huntress.” It was clear 
enough, when his horse was shot under him by 
Sure-Shot, who knew better than most how to 
draw a bead on a Redskin, that somebody would 
have to pay for it. One felt it was

DEATH TO ALL PALE-FACES THEN.

Indeed, it was by the utterest miracle that 
the hero himself escaped. He was bound by 
thongs of hides, you remember, to a crucifix, 
after being taken prisoner, and Sure-Shot, y 
way of punishment, was made to shoot at hm’- 
This he appeared to do with great relish, j>ie 
tending to his captors that he badly "ante ° 
pay off' an old score on his sometime chief, ain 
that this would give him his chance. But 1 ie*
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reckoned without their Sure-Shot, game to his 
|)00ts. What did he do? Why, he just aimed 
t the thongs, and, these being cut, it was the 

ivork of a moment for the hero to wriggle 
free, prod the sentry in the stomach with the 
butt of his own rifle, and then make a bee line 
for More, the coal-black stallion grazing hard 
by on the prairie. And once on his trusty 
Moro, everything was safe. Sure-Shot ? Well, 
I don’t think he died. They scalped him, I 
remember, hut my impression is that he sur
vived. You know it doesn’t necessarily follow 
that a man dies just because he’s scalped. There 
was old Rube, for instance, the trapper, who 
turns up both in “ The War Trail,” and “ The 
.Scalp Hunters.” He had been scalped, suffered 
the loss of both ears, and was minus a finger 
or two. But there never was such a man for 
finding out things. Sherlock is a perfect fool 
to him. By kneeling down and closely scruti
nising a hoof-print, Rube, after' a silent con
ference with the shining barrel of his’ inseparable 
Tar-Outs (his rifle), could almost tell you what 
the rider of the horse was thinking about, and

WHAT HE HAD EATEN FOR DINNER.

It was Rube, too, whose death was lamented by his 
friend Garey and the rest after a more than usually 
devastating prairie fire. They paced the prairie 
in search of Rube’s charred remains. Instead, 
they heard the sound of stifled laughter, and 
the voice of Rube exclaiming, “ No, this old 
critter ain’t rubbed out yet.” He had taken 
shelter from the “ heat wave” inside the carcass of 
a disembowelled buffalo, staying there, after the

fashion of Trincnlo, till “ the dregs of the storm” 
were overpast. The fire roasted the buffalo, but 
Rube’s resource had saved him for the thousandth 
time.

I do not pretend to cover the whole domain of 
boys’ literature. One can only record striking 
memories and personal prejudices. Yet, even so, 
nothing my fault could ^extenuate were I to omit 
to recommend such hooks as Judge Hughes’s 
‘ Tom Brown’s School Days,” “ Tom Brown at 
Oxford,” Kingsley’s “  Westward Ho ! ” and most 
of the great Sir Walter Scott’s, but more par
ticularly “ Ivanlioe," “ Quentin Durward,” and 
“ The Abbot.” Ascott R. Hope can always be 
relied upon to present a true picture of school 
life, G. Manville Fenn to tell a tale of adventure 
which “ holds ” you, and D. H. Parry to stir your 
blood with his jingle of spurs and booming 
cannon.

HR. PARRY RIVALS MR. HENTY

in his knowledge of arms, uniforms, and military 
details of all kinds. R. M. Ballantyne, if he isjust 
a suspicion over-disposed towards the obtrusively 
moral, did not sin in this way when he wrote 
“  The Coral Island,” which makes the reader 
incur an even heavier debt to the author than 
Jules Verne’s “ The Mysterious Island.” But, 
beginning w:ith “  Robinson Crusoe,” stories that 
involve a desert island have always a strange 
fascination— like pirates. Breathes there the boy 
who has not read “ The Iron Pirate ” ? If ever 
you light upon a story, called “ The Three 
Homes,” read it. The author’s name I forget.

H. H.



S P E C IA L  P A G E S.
C o n t r ib u t e d  by R e a d e rs .

M r. R. C. I-Iowi.df.n nas carried off the 
Six Shillingsworth this month. His essay on 
“ Cheap Photography/' owing to its length, is 
printed in another part of the magazine.

How it Feels to go into Action.
My brother, who is serving in the present cam

paign in South Africa, was asked by my younger 
brother what his sensations were upon first going 
into action. The following is my brother’s reply. 
“ You ask a very difficult question to answer, but 
it reminded me of when father used to sa y ,‘ Go 
up to your bedroom,’ and you could hear him 
downstairs looking about for the strap, and I 
think you know what that 
feels like.”

M. X EWTOX.

We Shall S ee!
(Addressed fo a fin de siecie 

“ new ”  boy.)

So, my little friend, the time 
is drawing near 

"When you leave your home 
and family, 1 hear.

Do you dread the step 
you’re taking?

Is your heart within you 
quaking,

At the prospect of a Public 
School career 1 

On the contrary, you’re as 
certain as can be,

That the life will simply suit 
you to a “ T,”

Thatyou’lloccupyastation 
In your schoolmates’ esti

mation,
Quite as high as in your own.

Well, we shall see!

That, despite sucli frequent caution,
Your conceit’s not in proportion 

To your wisdom and your stature, all the more 
You inform me with an air of conscious pride, 
That “ it doesn’t pay to put on any side” ;

’Tis experience that teaches
One to practise what one preaches—

Your experience of boys is far from wide !

They won’t roast you at a dormitory fire,
Or constrain you, much against your own desire, 

To experience the feeling 
Of colliding with the ceiling,

’Till you pine away and suddenly expire.
Yet, with all your smart and 

saucy repartee,
Will you recollect this inter

view with me,
(All the good effects re

maining
Of that period of training), 

When you’ve been at school 
a fortnight ? We shall
see

A rthur Stanley.

TW IX  EGO.
This double event, or twin egg, was laid May 

11th, 1900. The outer shell is white ami not very 
thick, the measurement round is Sins., and the 
length SJins. The egg inside is perfect, and has 
n brown eolonred shell. It was dropped from a 
iow perch on to some moss litter mid the 6inall 
end was broken, displaying the twin egg. The 
fowls are crossed leghorns.

Sent by Francis Ily. Agar.

You endeavour to be strictly up to date,
And the very latest slang to cultivate ;

But you’re not enthusiastic,
With regard to things scholastic—

You won’t kill yourself with work, at any rate. 
With your masters pray be careful to agree, 
Recollecting they’ve a tendency to be 

Strictly just in all their dealings,
Quite regardless of your feelings.

What? Who cares for any master ? We shall see!

If you’ve heard this “ rot” a million times before, 
And have read it all in books, then I deplore

M y  W a lk  to School
My friend and myself, 

living in Lewisham, and our 
school, the Roan School for 
Boys, being situated in 
Greenwich, we have halfan- 
hour’s w a lk  to school, 
Leaving Lewisham Hoad, 
we go up a hill—Morden 
H ill—leading to Blackheatb. 
This is an interesting spot; 
for instance, the notorious 
Charles Peace was captured 
on it, and, for another, situ

ated on the top is a large house, the residence 
of the Bishop of Rochester. Turning sharply to the 
left, we find ourselves on Blackheatli. Here, v ien 
Wat Tyler headed a rebellion in the time ot 
Richard II., his men, after being paraded on 1 !.3 
ground, marched to London and Snut i e ■ 
Here, when Charles II. was recalled to take the 
Crown of England, Cromwell’s renowned •iron
sides” nursed their anger. Here, also, is a '°P 
railed round, where Wat Tyler and liiscon e eri| . 
were buried after his and their deaths at m 
field. Now the head-quarters of the  ̂ es _ 
Volunteers arc built on it. Five morc ralD



S P E C I A L  P A G E S . 5 &7

briii" us to the country residence of Field- 
Marshal Lord Wolseley, (Jommandcr-in-Chief of 
Britain’s forces, while a few more take us to 
Greenwich Park. Here is the Royal Observatory, 
n0iv being enlarged; and, standing on the hill 
whereon it is situated, we command a splendid 
view of the River 
Thames, the Royal 
Naval College, and 
the Royal Hospital 
-the Dreadnought 
-which was lately 
visited by H.R.H. 
the King of Sweden.
Also, on fine days 
we see St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, and the 
Tower Bridge.

J. S. Potts.

[Potts and his friend 
are lucky. I t  is se l
dom a w alk to school 
is so interesting as|
‘heir's. H a s a n y b o d y  
else an equally in te r
estin'; walk every  d a y  1 
-O.F.]

A Curious Epitaph.
The f o l l o w i n g  c u r io u s  e p i t a p h  I  r e a d  o n  a  

to m b s to n e  i n  t h e  g r a v e y a r d  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  c h u r c h  
F o lk e s to n e :—

Another Hektograph Recipe.
As some of your correspondents seem 

puzzled as to the method of making a liekto- 
graph and ink for the same, I forward you a 
recipe I came across some years ago, by means 
of which I made one which has worked well ever

since. I can take 
thirty copies from 
one impression.

G ela tin e composi
tion f o r  the t r a y : 
— Best glue, 3ozs.; 
glyeerine, 3 fl. ozs.; 
carbolic acid, ldrm. 
Soak the glue in 
cold  w ater for 
twenty-four hours, 
then place it in a 
jam pot in a sauce
pan of water and 
place it on the fire. 
When the glue has 
melted, add the 
glycerine gradually, 
s t ir r in g  a ll the 

time. Lastly, add the carbolic acid. Place the 
tray level, and then pour in the composition 
slowly at one corner. Any air bubbles must be

THE BOYS OF LAS PALMAS SCRAMBLING FOB COFFERS.
Seut.ii/ C.Medorington.

I n  M e m o r y  o f  
R e b e c c a , R o g e r s ,

Who died August 22nd, 1888, 
iig ed  44 years.

A house she hath ; it’s made 
Of such good fashion,

The tenant ne’er shall pay 
For reparation.

Xor will her landlord ever 
liaise her rent,

Or turn her out of doors 
For non-payment.

From Chimney Money,
Too, this bell is free;

Of such a house who 
Would,not tenant be?

A .  E ,  S u a s i o n s .

THE INFANT PRODIGY 
w arn  " s p e c ia l  p a g e ” c o n t r ib u t io n s .

A  GROUP OF FRENCH CHILDREN.
By B. 21. Donald.

drawn to o n e  s id e  with the edge of a Card. L e a v e  
for some hours to set.

I n k D is s o lv e  a n i l i n e  v i o l e t  i n  a n  equal 
q u a n t i t y  o f  s p i r i t s  o f  w in e .  T h e n  a d d  t h e  
s a m e  a m o u n t  o f  w a t e r ,  a n d  a  f e w  d r o p s  o f  
g l y c e r in e .

U s e  a  c le a n  s te e l  p e n  o n  g o o d  w r i t i n g  p a p e r .

R. h . b .
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Hadn't had It.

M astf .p. (to dull new boy): " Have you never had educa
tional advantages?’’

New  B o x : “ No, sir, not as I knows o f; only airy s’plas so 
far."

Bu TFilstm Fenning.

A Modem Witch.
W a l k i n g  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  I  s a w  a  t a l l  l a d y ,  a n d  

w a s  im p r e s s e d  b y  l i e r  p e c u l i a r  f e a t u r e s .  H e r  h a i r  
w a s  r a v e n  b la d e ,  
h e r  fa c e  t h e  c o lo u r  
o f  m a r b l e ,  h e r  
f e a t u r e s  p e r f e c t ,  
h e r  e y e s  a  p i e r c i n g  
b l a c k .  D e a t h ,  
l i f e  a n d  s a d n e s s  
w e r e  b le n d e d  t o 
g e t h e r ,  a n d ,  w i t h  
t h e  p e c u l i a r  
b r i g h t n e s s  o f  h e r  
e y e s  a n d  t h e  c r u e l  
t i r m n e s s  o f  h e r  
m o u t h ,  g a v e  h e r  
a n  e x p r e s s i o n  
w h i c h  is  w h o l l y  
u n d e s c r ib a b le .  A s
w e  m e t  s h e  l o o k e d  a t  m e ,  a n d  h e r  fa c e  m a d e  s u c h  a  
d e e p  im p r e s s io n  u p o n  m y  m i n d  t h a t  i t  i n d u c e d  m e  
t o  w r i t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n e s  : —

‘  S t r a n g e  w o m a n ,  t h o u g h  I  k n o w  t h e e  n o t ,
T h y  fa c e  is  e v e r  h a u n t i n g  tn e .
U n d o u b t e d l y  ’ t i s  f a i r  ;
B u t  w i t h  t h a t  g r i m  a n d  d e a t h l i k e  f a i r n e s s ,  
T h o u g h  n o t  a d m i r e d  b y  a l l ,  i t  h a t h  e n c h a n t e d  

m e .
T h i n e  e y e s ,  t h a t  g l i t t e r  l i k e  t h e  c o b r a ’s,
W h i c h  d r a w s  i t s  p r e y  i n t o  i t s  d e a d ly  f o ld s ,  
D i s t u r b  m y  s le e p ,  a n d  p r e y  u p o n  m y  m i n d ,
L i k e  h u n t e r ’s  v o ic e  u p o n  t h e  s t a r t l e d  h i n d .

“  H a t h  a n y  s t r a n g e  n e w  i r o n y  o f  f a t e  
L i n k e d  t h o u  a n d  I  t o g e t h e r  ?
W h e n e ’e r  w e  m e e t ,  t h i n e  e y e s  a r e  f i x e d  o n  m in e ,

A s  i f  t o  r e a d  m y  i n m o s t  t h o u g h t s ,  a n d  I  
s h iv e r ,

T o r  u n t o  m e  t h o u  l o o k e s t  l i k e  a  c o rp s  a 
N e w  r is e n  f r o m  a  d a r k ,  b l a c k  t o m b ,  
C o n d e m n e d  t o  w a l k  t h e  e a r t h  
U n t i l  t h e  c r a c k  o f  d o o m .

T i s  b u t  a  v i v i d  t h o u g h t ,
C r e a t e d  b y  a  s t r a n g e  im p r e s s i o n !
F o r  a u g h t  I  k n o w ,  f a i r  w i t c h ,
T h o u  r n a y e s t  b e  f r e e  f r o m  a l l  t r a n s g re s s io n .
S o  i n  m y  t h o u g h t s ,  f a r e w e l l ;  I  le a v e  th ee  in  

p o s s e s s io n
O f  a l l  t h y  c h a r m s . ”  -

L ucifer.
[I ficpe our susceptible friend’s sleep is no longer “ dis

turbed ” by his memories of this strange lady. A “ fair 
w itch ’ ’ who “ lookest like a corpse” must indeed lie a 
fearsome object.— O .F.j

J A Simple Barometer.
I  s u b m i t  t o  y o u r  a p p r o v a l ,  f o r  p u b l ic a f io n  in  

y o u r  “ S p e c ia l  P a g e s , ”  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  costless 
m e t h o d  o f  m a k i n g  a  b a r o m e t e r :  T a k e  a  tra n s 
p a r e n t  j a m  j a r ,  a n d  a  t r a n s p a r e n t  o l i v e - o i l  flask, 
f r o m  w h i c h  l a t t e r  m u s t  b e  r e m o v e d  t h e  w ic k e r

w o r k .  P la c e  such 
a n  a m o u n t  o f  
w a t e r  i n  th e  ja r  
t h a t  i f  t h e  flask 
b e  p u t  n e c k  do w n 
w a r d s  i n t o  th e  ja r  
t h e  w a te r  w i l l  
s u r m o u n t  abou t 
a n  in c h  o f  the 
f la s k ’s  n e c k  on  the 
o u t s i d e .  T h e n

10-TON R IFLED  79IX. M U Z Z L E  LOADER 64-POUXDER. 
Sent by “ Shortfellow,"

t a k e  t h e  f l a s k  a n d  p n fc  
s u c h  a n  a m o u n t  o f  
w a t e r  i n  i t  t h a t  i f  
p l a c e d  a g a in ,  n e c l r  
d o w n w a r d s ,  w i t h  g r e a t  
q u ic k n e s s  i n t o  t h e  j a r ,  
t h e  w a t e r  i n  i t s  n e c k  
w i l l  s u r m o u n t  t h o  
le v e l  o f  t h e  w a t e r  b y  
h a l f  a n  in c h .  T h e  
w a t e r  i n  t h e  n e c k  o f  
t h e  f l a s k  w i l l  g o  u p  
a n d  d o w n ,  a c c o r d in g  
a s  a  r e a l  b a r o m e t e r  is  
“  h i g h ’ ’  o r  “  l o w . ”  O f  
c o u r s e ,  t h e  w a t e r  i n  
t h e  n e c k  r is e s  o r  f a l l s

~ • r j vj.cyr.
LA ZY? MOT h e ! DORS TIBED'

By If. i f
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c ra d i i i i '>>'* b n i  t h e  c u a n g e  c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  a
short rime.

It. IL Southern.

To Hnotograph Stamps.
M a y  I  s u g g e s t  w h a t  s e e m s  t o  m e  a n  e a s ie r  w a y  

o f getting p h o t o g r a p h i c  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  s t a m p s  t h a n  
that m e n t io n e d  i n  t h e  J u n e  C a p t a i n  1 

M y  id e a ,  w h i c h  I  t r i e d  a  f e w  w e e k s  a g o  w i t h
success, i s  t h i s  : —

T a k e  a  q u a r t e r - p l a t e  p r i n t i n g  f r a m e ,  a n d  f i t  i n t o  
i t  an o ld  n e g a t iv e ,  w i t h  t h e  f i l m  c le a n e d  o f f  ; t h e n  
place t h e  s t a m p  o r  s t a m p s  w i t h  t h e i r  fa c e s  t o  t h e  
glass, p u t  o n  t h e  w o o d e n  b a c k  o f  t h e  f r a m e ,  a n d  
expose t o  t h e  d a y l i g h t  a n d  p r i n t  a s  u s u a l .  T h e n  
tone a n d  f i x ,  a n d  t h a t  is  a l l .

D. M. Strath .

The County Championship.
S o m e  c r i c k e t e r s  h a v e  a d v o c a t e d  t h a t  d r a w n  

gam es i n  t h e  c o u n t y  c h a m p io n s h ip  s h o u ld  b o  
a w a rd e d  t o  t h e  s id e  h a v i n g  t h e  b e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
ru n s  p e r  w i c k e t .  U n d e r  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  
c h a m p io n s h ip  t a b le  w o u ld  r e a d  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t l y .  
As a n  e x a m p le  I  g i v e  la s t  y e a r ’s  t a b le .

Played Won Lost Drawn Points Percentage
Middlesex... . 18 13 5 0 8 44 44
Surrey ....... 20 18 7 1 11 44 00
Yorkshire.... 28 1!) 9 0 10 35 71
Essex......... 20 13 7 0 G 30 00
Lancashire ... 25* 15 10 0 5 20 00
Notts......... 10 8 7 1 1 GGG
Kent ......... 1 y !> 10 0 - 1 —  5 2G
Sussex ....... 22 10 12 « _2 —  1)09
Worcestershire 12 5 G 1 — 1 —  9-09
Gloucestershire 20 !> n 0 _2 — 1000
Warwickshire 00 O 11 1 — 3 — 1578
Somerset .... 10 r> 1 1 0 — G — 37 50
Hampshire ... 20 G 14 0 — 8 — 40 OO
■Derbyshire ... IS 5 13 0 — 8 — 44-44
Leicestershire 18 4 14 0 — 10 — 55 55

* Exclusive of Lancashire v. Kent, at Manchester, 
abandoned without a ball being bowled, owing to rain.

The matches, Surrey v. Notts, and Warwick n. 
Worce.-ter are counted draws, as the first-named 
county in each case did not bat.

It will be noticed that Middlesex is champion 
county in the place of Surrey, and Leicestershire 
relieve? Derbyshire of the wooden spoon. Middle
sex, F,-?ex, Notts, Kent, Worcester, Somerset, and 
Derby'fire, all take better positions on the lists ; 
while Surrey, Lancashire, Sussex, Warwickshire, 
Damp-hire, and Leicester go down ; Yorkshire 
and Gloucestershire remaining in the same 
Position.

W. J. W ilson.

They’d Had Enough.
I’ve read a good deal of jokes about Americans 

visiting England, and the way they stretch their 
descriptions of the sights to be seen across the 
lierrine pond, but one I was told the other day 

the lot. It ’s a fairly good story, so I’ll tell 
Voi. m.—6a

it you. It was related to me by a Bolton chap 
who has some relations in Yankee land. This last 
month two of them were in England, and, of 
course, came to Tottenham to see their relations. 
As the Boltonian was showing the Yankees round 
the town, they came to the new fire-station, which, 
by the way, is a really splendid building. They 
stepped inside to have a look round. Of course, 
the Yankee instinct for boasting came over one of 
them, and he could not resist opening his mind 
(and mouth too). Said h e : “ Do you know that, 
in New York we use a 9in. hose, not a paltry 3in., 
such as you have here.” The attendant to whom 
this was addressed smiled, and looked at the 
Yankee from the corners of his eyes. “  Um,” ho 
said, grimly. Then he went on, “ But you 
are mistaken, sir ; that small hose you see there 
is only for watering the station. Now this” 
(holding up a section of 1 2 in. suction hose) 
“ is what we use at fires. None of your 9in. 
paltry stuff. You’re in Bolton uow, sir, not in 
America, and in Bolton we do things quietly but 
perfectly.”

“ Guess you do,” said the Yankee.
“ But that isn’t all, Mr. Yankee. This hose 

saves us the use of ladders, for when we want to 
send a man to the top of a building we just place 
him on the top of the hose, turn the water on, and 
he is up on the top in no time. When a man 
wants to descend to the ground he simply places 
his arms around the jet of water and slides down.” 

The Yankee looked at the man.
“ Don’t believe it 1 ” he asked, “ well come here,

and sit on the top of this hose---- ”
But the Yankee had vanished.

T om Clarke.

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS.
John Dunn.—Lively and brisk, but you have not 

followed your model correctly: as you know, “  The 
Charge of the Light Brigade ”  is not written in 
verses cf four lines apiece. Arthur Stanley.—I 
have accepted two of your contributions; keep an 
eye on your spelling. J. A. Hyslop and “ M ij” — 
Thanks, but we have had enough about hektographs 
now. Mag.—Consigned to “ 0. F. Blushes ” locker. 
Mr. H. Hyam.—The office dog is now worrying your 
“ little play,” Mr. Hyam. H. E. Inger.—As you 
didn’t know, I forgive you. Tobias.—Office dog. 
S. T. H. and J.— Youra the same; the puns don’t 
seem to agree with bis digestion, judging by his 
yapping. Owen Parry.—Send some more. “ A 
Good night to my Love ” won’t do. Try again, and 
again, and again! J. 0- J.—Office dog. K. F. 
—Don’t you think Kruger has been hammered to 
death by patriotic ballads? Your boy is clever; but 
I would rather see his pen inspired by a fresher 
subject than poor old Oom Paul. Subscriber’s 
Sister.—Sorry I can’t use your bright account of 
your band, my dear : it is not quite up to the mark. 
Send something else in. James Hem brow. — 
Touching little verses, carefully and thoughtfully
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written in a manner that'does yon much credit. 
(N.B.—I cannot criticise MSS. by post.) Eyed 
A w ry .—Thanks; but “ Stale Cakes” is not up to 
your former work. Claude E. D. Low e.—You write 
very fairly. Descriptive articles should be short, and 
full of information. S.K.C.—I meant Longfellow’s 
delightfully simple poetry—in four and six-line verses— 
not his blank verse. G. B etts and J. F. M. —  I don’t 
want any poems in “ coster” dialect, thanks. “ Special 
Pagers” mutilate the Queen’s English quite enough, 
fiiiintentionally,as it is. W ill L u c a s —“ Stamp-ire” 
shows promise. Try something else. H ubert M.

Pigrott.— A thoughtful, manly programme is y0nt 
“ culture” scheme.

Contributions alsoreceived from Mabel Shepherd
E. A. McCallum, E. V. E. Woolley, A. M. Smith! 
Camming, T. L. B. Westerdale, N. R. Rawson, A, G 
Hamilton Dyce, A. M’Millan, J. B. Edgar, “ Short! 
fellow,” Graeme, D. Williams, H. H. Palmer, Percv
D. Modbury, N.A.P. *

N.B.—Those not mentioned will understand that their 
contribution* arrived too late for consideration in this 
number. Some accepted contributions, crowded out of 
this number, will appear in future issues.

COMPETITIONS FOR SEPTEMBER.“ CAPTAIN ”N O T IC E .—A t the top o f the first p a g e  t he fo llow in g  p artlou lara  m ust be c le a rly  w ritten , tim e
C om petition  N o . ------, C la s s ------ , N a m e ------ ,

A d d re s s ------, A g e ------ .

Letters to the Editor should not be sent with competitions.

W e  trust to  your honour to send in unaided work.

G I R L S  m ay com pete.

You may enter for as many competitions as you like. 
Each "comp." must be sent in a separate envelope, or, 
when possible, on a post-card. '

In every case the Editor's decision is final, and he cannot 

enter into correspondence with unsuccessful com petitors.

Pages should be connected with paper-fasteners ; not pins.

Address envelopes nnd post-cards as f o l l o w s C o m p e t i 
tion N o . ------, C la s s ------, “ T he Ca p t a in , ” 12, Burleigh
Street, Strand, Lon don. . .

A ll com petitions should reach  us b y  S e ptember 12th.

Special  N otice.— O nly w rite on one side o f each sheet 
o f paper O n ly  one com petition m ust be put into an 
envelope. A n ybod y disregarding these rules, or failing to 
address envelopes properly will be disqualified.

No. 1.— “  M ix e d  L ines.” Put in their right 
order the following lines. Prizes will be T h r e e  H a l f  S o v e r e ig n s .

CITY RENTS.
about six per cent. The highest price ever paid 
keeping the rooms tidy, and after rates, taxes, 
twelve months, and £1.000 in Comhill; whilst 
the tenants have to pay the housekeeper for 
£5,000 to £6,000 a year rent, Cheapside, the 
splits them up into thirty or forty different 
shipping-offices in Gracechurch Street and 
a block of offices may be let to one man who 
private property ; a fair-sized bank means 
£3,000 to £4,000 a year rent for the premises 
in the City for a piece of land was £78 a foot, 
thereon. Still, £600 would rent a shop here for 
Leadenhall Street pay between £600 and £700. 
street for City shops, has one little block which 
brings £1,200 a year ground rent, and from 
and ground-rent are paid, the landlord only clears 
nearly all the banks in Lombard Street are 
rooms, the rents of which vary from £25 to £75.

C lass I.....................................  A g e  l im it : Tw enty.
C lass I I ...................................  A g e  limit : Sixteen.
C lass I I I .............. . ..  . ..  A ge  lim it: Tw elve.

No. 2.—“ B e s t  D ra w in g - o f  a  S h ip ” in
pen, pencil, or colour ; any sort of ship, sail or 
steam. Prizes will be T hree Full Sets of 
D rawing Materials.

Class I...........................  Age limit: Twenty.
Class II.......................... Age limit: Sixteen.
Class III. ... ................ Age limit: Twelve.

No. 3.— “ M y  F a v o u r it e  C h aracter  in 
E n g lis h  H is to r y .”  Write a short essay of 400 
words on your favourite character. Write only on 
owe side of each sheet of paper, and write very 
distinctly. Prizes will be T hree Half Sove
reigns.

Class I..................... _.. Age limit: Twenty-three.
Class II..........................  Age limit: Nineteen.
Class III........................  Age limit : Fifteen.

No. 4.—" B e s t  O r ig in a l  A n e cd o te  about 
a n  A n im a l.”  Three Photograph, Auto
graph, or Stamp Albums will be the prizes. 
Winners must send post-cards stating which kind 
of album they would like.

Class I................... . ... Age limitTwenty.
Class II...................  ... Age limit; Sixteen.
Class H I....................... Age limit: Twelve.

No. 5.—“ M a p  o f  S ib e r ia .”  The prizes will 
be T hree H alf-Guinea “ Pelican” Fountain 
Pens.

Class I. 4 ... ... .........  Age limit: Twenty-one.
Class 1!...................  ... Age limit: Seventeen.
Class HI........................  Age limit: Thirteen.

No. 0.—“  F o r e ig n  R e a d e r s ’ Competi
t io n .”  (a) An essay on “ Curious Customs of 
your part of the world, not exceeding 400 words. 
(b) A  photograph taken by yourself, (c) An 
original drawing. You may send in for one or all 
of these subjects, but you must put all your efforts 
—literary or pictorial—into one envelope and 
mark it “ Foreign Readers’ Competition.” 
may send photos illustrating curious customs, n 
you like. 10s. 6d. will be the prize in each 
class, making £1 10s. in all. All competitions 
to reach this office by F eb ru a ry  12th, 1301. Die 
Special Notice above does not apply to roreign 
Readers.

Class I........................... Age limit: Twenty-five,
Class II.......................... Age limit : Twenty. .
Class III........................  Age limit: Sixteen.

N.B.—These competitions are open to everyooy 
—natives as well as “  Britons abroad ’’—with t 
exception of Boers and Chinamen.

Competitor may 
The same rule

NOTE,—As a cumber o f Competitors seem hazy on this point, let them understand that a 
enter for (say) an age limit 2S comp., so long as he has not actually turned 26, 
applies io all the other age limits



Touching on s u m m e r  h o l i d a y s ,  I  t r u s t  t h e ^  
m e m b e rs  o f  m y  C r e w  g i v e  p l e n t y  o f  t h o u g h t  t o  
o th e r  p e o p le ’ s  e n j o y m e n t .  S o m e  o f  y o u  m a y  
have s t a y in g  w i t h  y o u  a  m a n  w h o  is  e n g a g e d  i r i  
b u s in e s s , a  m a n  w h o  g e t s  o n e  b r i e f  f o r t n i g h t  a  
year, w h e r e a s  y o u — w e l l ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  s c h o o l - b o y  
gets th r e e  m o n t h s  h o l i d a y  o u t  o f  t h e  t w e l v e .  
W e ll,  n o w ,  t h i s  m a n  w i t h  t h e  b r i e f  f o r t n i g h t —  
g ive  h im  a s  g o o d  a  f o r t n i g h t  a s  p o s s ib le .  M a k e  
th e  m e m o r y  o f  h i s  h o l i d a y  w i t h  y o u  c o m e  b a c k  
to  h im  a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  l o n g  y e a r ’s  w o r k  t h a t  
w il l f o l lo w r h i s  s u m m e r  v a c a t i o n .  F i n d  o u t  
w h a t h e  l i k e s ,  a n d  d o  t h a t — d o n ' t  m a k e  h i m  
do  w h a t  you  l i k e .  A  b o y ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  
p re fe rs  v i o l e n t  e x e r c is e  t o  q u i e t e r  a m u s e m e n t s ,  
and  is  a p t  t o  b e  i m p a t i e n t  w i t h  ' t h o s e  w h o  
are n o t  s o  s t r o n g  o r  s o  v i g o r o u s  a s  h e .  A  
boy  is  o f t e n  u n d u l y  h a r d  o n  h i s  w o m e n k i n d  
be ca u se  t h e y  c a n ’ t  c y c le  s o  f a s t ,  o r  c o v e r  
such lo n g  d i s t a n c e s  a s  h e  c a n .  C y c l i n g  n o w 
ad ays  is  p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  r e c r e a t i o n  
w ith  h o l i d a y - m a k in g  f a m i l i e s .  I  l i k e  t o  s e e  a  
bo y  a t t e n t iv e  t o  l a d ie s  w h o  a r e  c y c l i n g  w i t h  h i m  
— b lo w in g  o u t  s la c k  t y r e s ,  s c r e w in g  u p  lo o s e  n u t s ,  
a d ju s t in g  h e r e  a  p e d a l  a n d  t h e r e  a  s e a t ,  a n d  i n  
eve ry  w a y  b e h a v in g  h i m s e l f  a s  e v e r y  g e n t l e m a n  
s h o u ld , n o  m a t t e r  w h e t h e r  h i s  a g e  b e  f o u r t e e n  
o r f o r t v .  T h e n  a g a i n — b u t  s t a y  ! t h i s  i s  r e a d in g  
lik e  a  le c t u r e  ! H o w e v e r ,  I ’ l l  l e t  w h a t  I ’ v e  
sa id  s ta n d .  P e r h a p s  i t  w i l l  s i n k  i n  a n d  p o s s ib l y  
n ta k e  s o m e  b o y  b e h a v e  d i f f e r e n t l y  d u r i n g  t h e  
r e m a in in g  fe w  w e e k s  o f  h i s  h o l i d a y s .

. Volume IV. w i l l  b e g i n  i n  O c t o b e r ,  t h o u g h  
s e e m s  b u t  y e s t e r d a y  t h a t  I  is s u e d  N o .  r ,  

^ ° b  I .  T i m e  c e r t a i n l y  d o e s  w i n g  o n  a p a c e .
as t o  t h i s  n e w  v o lu m e .  I  t h i n k — a n d  I  

t h in k  y o u  w i l l  t h i n k — V o l .  I V .  w i l l  b e  t h e  
s tro n g e s t y e t  p u b l i s h e d .  L e t  u s  o p e n  t h e  
a u c t io n  r o o m  a n d  p e e p  a t  L o t  r .

“ A Roving Commission” i s  t h e  t i t l e

o f  t h e  s t o r y — lo n g  p r o m i s e d  a n d  n o w  c o m p l e t e d  
— w h i c h  D r .  G o r d o n  S t a b le s ,  R . N . ,  h a s  w r i t t e n  
f o r  u s .  I t  is  a  t a l e  o f  t h e  N a v y ,  w h i c h  o n l y  a  
n a v a l  m a n  c o u l d  h a v e  w r i t t e n ,  a n d ,  a s  y o u  h a v e  
r e a d  i n  o u r  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  D o c t o r ,  t h e  
a u t h o r  h a s  p u t  m o r e  t i m e  a n d  l a b o u r  i n t o  t h e  
w r i t i n g  o f  t h i s  t a l e  t h a n  h e  h a s  i n t o  a n y  o t h e r  
y a r n  o f  h i s  s p i n n i n g .  I t  s t a r t s  r i g h t  a w a y  w i t h  
t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  W a r .  H e r e  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  
f o u r  c h a p t e r  h e a d in g s  : —

A  R O V I N G  C O M M I S S I O N .

C h a p t e r  I .— W ar  I
C h a p t e r  I I , — O n t h e  O cean  W a v e .
C h a p t e r  I I I . — C o n dem n ed  to  D ie !
C h a p t e r  I V . — I n t h e  D ark n e ss  of th e  

N ig ht.

I must not g i v e  a w a y  t h e  p l o t  o f  “ A  
R o v i n g  C o m m i s s i o n , ”  b u t  I  m a y  j u s t  m e n t i o n
t h a t -----------y e s ,  c o m e  i n !  T e l e g r a m ?  “ T o
E d itor , ‘ C a pt a in ,’ L ondon. D o n 't  g ive my 

p lo t  azvay in  y o u r  E d it o r ia l  N o tes, f o r  goodness’ 
sake. H o t, isn 't i t ? — G ordon Staples. ‘ W a n 
derer' C a m p ."  V e r y  w e l l ,  D o c t o r ,  I  w o n ’ t .  
T h a t  f i n i s h e d ,  I  w i l l  g o  o n  t o

Lot 2, i.e., “  F u r t h e r  T a le s  o f  G r e y h o u s e . ”  
I n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  l e t t e r  o f  c r i t i c i s m  I  r e c e i v e  I  
a m  a s k e d  t o  “  G i v e  u s  s o m e  m o r e  G r e y h o u s e , ”  
a n d ,  b y  K i t c h e n e r ! y o u  s h a l l  h a v e  i t  t h i s  
t i m e .  A  n e w  s e r ie s  is  b e in g  p r e p a r e d  f o r  y o u r  
l o r d s h i p s ’  d e l e c t a t i o n ,  a n d  i n  t h i s  s e r ie s  t h e  
t a le s  w i l l  b e  l o n g e r  a n d  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  e v e r .  S o  
n e x t  m o n t h  l o o k  o u t  f o r —

F U R T H E R  T A L E S  O F  G R E Y H O U S E .

B y  R .  S . W a r r e n  B e l l .

N o .  i . — T h e  G reat  R ebellion ,

Lot 3 w i l l  k e e p  y o u  a w a k e  a l l  n i g h t  
w o n d e r i n g  w h e t h e r  “  t h e  K i n g ’ s s e c r e t  ”  w i l l  b e
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d i s c o v e r e d  b y  h i s  “ p e o p le . ”  C o n s u l t i n g  m y  
c a t a lo g u e  I  f i n d  i t  m a r k e d  u p  t h u s :

K I N G  W A T E R B O T T L E  T H E  F I R S T .

B y  W .  W  M a y l a n d .  I l l u s  b y  T o m  B r o w n e .

T h i s  s t o r y ,  I  m a y  a d d ,  is  b y  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  
“ T h e  N e w  G u l l i v e r ’ s T r a v e l s . "

h a v e  a l r e a d y  s a id  t h a t  I  w i l l  p u b l i s h  a  page 0f  
S c o t c h  s c h o o l s  i f  I  c a n  o n l y  g e t  e n o u g h  to  m ake 
a  p a g e — a ls o  I r i s h  ;  b u t  i f  I  d o  n o t  rece ive 
e n o u g h  p i c t u r e s  I  h a v e  t o  r u n  t h e m  in  a m o tv  
t h e  “  E n g l i s h  S c h o o ls . ”  b

L i f e  i s  m o s t l y  s m o k e  a n d  b u b b le ,
T w o  t h i n g s  s t a n d  l i k e  s t o n e  : 

K i n d n e s s  i n  a n o t h e r ’s  t r o u b l e ,
C o u r a g e  i n  y o u r  o w n .

As to the rest, t h e  w a n t s  o f  a l l  w i l l  b e  
w e l l  c a t e r e d  f o r .  M r .  C .  B .  F r y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
h i s  s e r ie s  o f  a t h l e t i c  a r t i c l e s ,  a n d  h e  w i l l  c o n 
t i n u e  a l s o  t o  a n s w e r  a l l  s o r t s  
o f  e n q u i r i e s  o n  a t h l e t i c s  ; M r .
G o o c h  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d i s 
c o u r s e  o f  “ S t a m p s ; ”  M r .
M a n n i n g - F o s t e r  o f  “  E m p l o y 
m e n t  ” ; M r .  H a y d o n  P e r r y  
o f  “  C y c l i n g  M a t t e r s  a n d  
la s t ,  b u t  n o t  l e a s t  ( I  t r u s t ) ,  
t h e  O .  F .  w i l l  e n d e a v o u r  t o  
k e e p  h i s  e n d  u p  a s  w e l l  a s  
i n c r e a s in g  y e a r s  a n d  t w in g e s  
o f  g o u t  w i l l  a l l o w  h i m

Now, y o u  f e l l o w s ,  j u s t  o n e  
w o r d .  I ’ m  n o t  f o r  e v e r  l m  
p l o r i n g  y o u  t o  “  s h o w  t h i s  
m a g a z in e  t o  y o u r  f r i e n d s , ”  a s  
s o m e  e d i t o r s  d o ,  b e c a u s e  I  
k n o w  m o s t  o f  y o u  h e lp  m e  a l l  
y o u  c a n .  S t i l l ,  I ’ l l  j u s t  s a y  
t h a t  I ’ l l  “ t a k e  i t  k i n d l y ”  o f  
y o u  t o  s h o w  o u r  n e w  p r o 
g r a m m e  t o  t h o s e  o f  y o u r  
f r i e n d s  w h o  d o n ’ t  r e a d  u s .
A s k  t h e m  t o  t a k e  u s  i n ,  k e e p  
u s ,  b i n d  u s ,  a n d  j o i n  o u r  c i r c l e  
f o r  a l l  t i m e .

Long Jump Record.
— T h e  lo n g e s t  j u m p  i n  t h e  l i s t  w e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  
J u l y  w a s  2 1 f t .  i o i n s . ,  b y  C .  L .  L o c k t o n ,  o f  
M e r c h a n t  T a y l o r s ’ . I  n o w  h e a r  t h a t  H .  R .  
P a l m e r ,  o f  B e d f o r d  G r a m m a r  S c h o o l ,  c o v e r e d  
2 2 f t .  i n  t h e  1 8 9 5  s p o r t s .  T h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  
the r e c o r d  j u m p .

“ Cliftonian” i n f o r m s  m e  t h a t  C lif to n  
h a s  ‘  n o w  o v e r  3 0 0  s o n s  f i g h t i n g  in  S ou th  
A f r i c a ,  1 9  o f  w h o m  h a v e  a l r e a d y  ‘ l a id  do w n  

t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  th e ir  
d u t y .  T h i s  n u m b e r  in c lu d e s , 
o f  c o u r s e ,  ‘  o l d  b o y s  ’ in  the 
v o lu n t e e r s ,  y e o m a n r y ,  and 
m i l i t i a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  few 
w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a ls . ”

ANSWERS TO CORRE
SPONDENTS.

U n an sw ered  Letters
Owing to my absence abroad 
many letters have had to wait. 
Will all unanswered correspon
dents kindly accept this ex
planation ?

B lu sh er (E vesham).— IhaTo 
substituted this nom de plume, as 
yours was far too long. I don't 
consider you at all sanctimonious 
The people you speak of have 
no self-respect, and are no lit 
friends fo r  you. As for your so- 
called tim idity  in the presence of 
ladies, you w ill grow out of that 
as you  get o ld e r ; a girl with any 
sense does not value a man 
m erely for his smalt-talk, remem
ber. T ry  and conquer your bash
fulness by m ixing in society as 
m uch as possible and forgetting 
yourself A fter all, it is better to 
blush than to have an absolutely 
brazen face. N ice girls will not 

laugh at yoti because you blush ; indeed, I think they 
will rather like you for  it. It merely indicates that 
you have a sensitive nature, and you ’re none the 
worse for that, you know.

O ld T raffo rd ian -—Your questions are fully 
answered in Mr. Harold Macfarlane’s ingenious article 
on “  The Cost of the County Cricket Season.”

A. C, MILNE-HOME
Captain of Exeter School,

Old Fag’s Birthday.— M a n y  t h a n k s  t o  
a l l  w h o  s e n t  c a r d s  a n d  “  H a p p y  r e t u r n s . ”  T h e y  
m a d e  t h e  O . F .  f e e l  a  Y . F .  a g a in .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  
d o  I  t h a n k  “  F i v e  S c o t c h  T h i s t l e s  ”  f o r  t h e i r  
b e a u t i f u l  b a s k e t  o f  “ J u n e  r o s e s . ”

Scotch Schools.— A n d r e w  B a i r d  c o m 
p l a i n s  t h a t  w e  p u b l i s h  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  S c o t c h  
s c h o o l s  i n  o u r  s e r ie s  o f  “  E n g l i s h  S c h o o ls . ”  I

“  (J a k a m b a  ” writes from Capa Colony to 
correct Mr. Manning-Foster’s answer lo ‘ ‘ -hag® > 
a few months back, re Cape M ounted Ritie • 
“ Qakamba ”  says that the h e a d q u a rte rs  of 
C. M. R. are at Umtata, in T e m b u la n d , but be & 
not advise “  Eager” to join this corps, ” The 
says my correspondent, “  is very poor and pro® . . 
is very slow. There are instances of public sc 
boys who, after twelve years’ service, have no e 
beyond a corporal’s rank.”

C- K- B roo k wishes to know whether the Rev. 
T. S. Millington, author, is still living.



T H E  O L D  E A G 5 7 3

W. 13. P earce.—Write to Messrs. TT amps on 
Bettr'idge, and 37, Cloth Fair, West Smithtield, 
K.C., ">r the necessary materials to gild the edges 
0f yoi;r hound Captains with.

H e a v y  Schoolboy. — S. J. Mackay, of the 
Rochester Mathematical School, is fifteen years’ old, 
and weighs 13st. 2lbs.

P. F. C. L.—Will you suggest what sort of a 
badge we should have? Could you, or any other 
reader, submit a good design for one?

Arrow,—We go to press directly the results of 
the comps, come to hand, so we have no time to 
publish prize-winners’ portraits, much as we should 
like to.

Another C a rth u sia n  writes: “  I heg to
inform you that some fellow who signed himself 
‘ Carthusian,’ and informed you that most houses 
here have a New Boys’ Exam., was inaccurate in his 
statement. Only two houses have that . . . 300
Carthusians are at the front, among them being 
fiaden-Powell and Col. Broadwood.”

Pianist.—The best “ Post Boy’s Song ” was a* 
rare sw inging melody.
We hope to publish it as 
a song very soon. If you 
would like a copy, send 
post-card: it will do capi
tally for your school 
musical evenings.

Harold R . G eorge
(Pe r th , A u s t r a l ia ).—
Thanks for interesting 
letter. I did not know 
before that yon call your 
capital your “ square 
town.”

J.E. Irvine (Grahams-
town. C ape C olony), sends 
the St. Andrew’s College 
Magazine, in which it  is 
stated that 246 O.A.'s are 
at the front. The O-F. 
raises his hat to so patriotic 
a school!

W ell-w isher (M abl-
EORoron) writes : “  Did you 
notice some time ago that 
Marlborough beat Harrow, at fives, at Pretoria? 
The prisoners picked teams, and bad quite a decent 
game . . . Montmorency and Kekewich were
at Marlborough. We have now 335 men out there.” 

Ladism ith.—Put that idea about smoking out 
°f you,- head at once. No fellow of sixteen should 
dream of smoking.

Timbres.—Go to a chemist for requisites for
kektogiapb.

A. I,.—Sorry you were honourably mentioned 
among the “ kids of twelve.” The kids of twelve 
didn't Idle it, either.

“ Our V e r y  O w n M a g a z in e ” — I have 
hceive.; No. 14. But why don’t you get a hektograph, 
Mr, Editor? It must take a terrible time writing out 
£nch copy with a pen !

Cabbage (S t. H eliers),— Was much amused by 
your amount of how Jersey celebrated the relief of 
Mafeking —especially about the policeman who was 
'eard entreating the crowd “ to be good boys and go 
dome to bed.”

Imperialist is at a school of 500 boys in 
heruiany, and writes at sorno length about the nnti- 
hutish feeling in that country. 1 regret I haven’t

spaca in which to print “ Imperialist’s ” letter in 
full. I am glad to read such a plucky epistle, and 
hope he will “  keep his end up,” and continue to wear 
his Baden-Powell button in spite of the attempts of 
his German school-fellows to relieve him of it.

“ The R o y a l N a v y  School. Sidcup,” was
by a mistake printed in our May number, instead of 
“ The Iioyal Naval School, Eltham,” its proper 
designation and address.

H isto ria n .—You will find that many of the 
hooks by G. A. Henty, Edna Lyall, and Baring 
Gould, deal with historical matters.

In q u isitive  —(1) I beg to inform you that I am 
an old Jag, not an old fossil. (2) Your writing, some
what improved, will do for business. Get “ Skerry’s 
Shilling Civil Service Copy Book” and practise in 
that.

B. P. No. 2 . -Y  ou are a young ass to think there 
is anything the matter with you, and still more of an 
ass to read books on “ Consumption.” Don’t bother 
your head about your swallowing, which is perfectly

natural, and not a sign 
that there is anything 
wrong with you.

P a lm a  Non Sine  
P u lve re  (Jersey). —  (1) 
If you think you have 
sufficient ability, by .all 
means go on working for 
the examination. Don’t 
be disheartened becauso 
it takes a long time and 
makes holes in your play 
hours. The greatest things 
are achieved this way. 
(2) As to swimming, the 
ordinary training will do. 
Bead Mr. Fry’s back 
articles.

Susannah. — To get
into Christ’s Hospital your 
brother must obtain a 
“ presentation" from a 
governor. Write to the 
secretary for particulars; 
enclose a stamped envelope.

G. D. H a r r y  3ends me a photograph of Oswestry 
School, which, he tells me, was founded in 1407, thus 
being the second oldest school in the kingdom.

M oth.—A caterpillar breeding-cage would cost 
you from 2s. 6d. to 5s., according to size and quality. 
You could obtain it from Messrs. Watkins & Doncaster, 
36, Strand, London, W.C.

John M aw son.— (1) You cannot do better than 
purchase “ The Flags of the World.” by F. Edward 
Hulme, published by Messrs. Day <fc Sons, 44, Berners 
Street, London, W., price.Cs. It is an excellent book, 
and the author deals most exhaustively with his 
subject; and a chapter is devoted to the various naval 
and military signalling codes. (2) “ The Naval 
Annual,” price 6s. net, contains full statistics of all 
the navies of the world, and will give you all the 
information you require. Messrs. Denny, of 147, 
Strand, London, W.C., can supply you with it.

F. W a tso n  writes: “ You may be interested to 
hear that the number of Old Harrovians at the Front 
is 447. Another interesting fact is, that the first 
Englishman killed in the war was an Old Harrovian, 
i . e . Lieut. W. M. J. Hannah, who was killed at 
Glencoe.”

11 PRIMUS INTER PAUF.S." 
S e n t  b y  I .  K e l s e y .

1
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E x-M onitor. -You have acted foolishly, and the 
sooner you realise it the better. Your masters and 
tutor are probably quite right about you. You have 
no right, as you say, to bo “  always about with girls.” 
It is bad for them and it is bad for you. Stick to 
your work, and you will soon become a favourite 
with your masters. I cannot commend your plan of 
buying T iie Captain for 6d. and selling it to your 
schoolfellows for 9d., although you do say it is worth 
a shilling.

Young' F a g .—(1) The circulation of T he Captain 
is so big that you probably would not believe the 
numbers if 1 told them to you, so I won’t. You 
certainly have cheek—“ Young Fag.” indeed! (2) Mr. 
Rowland Hill, the great cricket 
caricaturist, was responsible for 
Oom Paul’s picture. I am glad 
you stick up for your old school 
—we have not forgotten St.
Paul’s.

E v e ly n  R-—Yes, there is a 
(raining ship called the Conway 
in the Mersey. Tell your 
brother to write to the captain 
(of the ship !) for particulars.

C. R. ( E d in b u r g h ) .— (1) Yes; 
it is possible to have a motor 
attached to an ordinary bicycle, 
but it is not workable. The 
cost would be about £28—for 
which sum you could get a 
motor-cycle itself. (2) Fifty 
miles per day is a very good 
average when touring.

Bobs says be is rather a 
duffer at everything, which 
makes me suspect that he is a 
jolly good chap, inclined to be 
downhearted. Buck up, Bobs !

G raem e D. W illia m s
sends me a few hints as to how 
the Magazine Club is conducted 
at his school. They take in the 
leading magazines and put a 
label on each. “ During this 
term” he says “ the total cost 
of running the club, including 
sixteen magazines for May,
June, and July, sixteen cases 
for same, and fifty printed 
tables, has been 19s. 6d.” This 
seems to me a useful club, run 
most economically. I trust
G. D, Williams will consider 
himself official representative 
of T he Captain at Redland Grove College, Bristol.

C. M edrington.—Thanks for photos. As to a 
pet, why not get a fox terrier ? But mind you look 
after him well. Ask a “ doggy” friend to give you a 
few tips.

C assiu s wants to know whether they play cricket 
in Switzerland. I have never heard that they do. 
Will some Swiss reader infom me on this point ?

Second M ate,—(1) Certainly, you may act as 
official representative of T he Captain in Daniel 
Stewart’s College. Do all you can to prevent the 
circulation in your school of trashy and vulgar 
papers. T he C aptain is waging a war of extermina
tion with all such “ rags.” (2) I am seriously thinking 
of getting out a Captain badge, and have noted your 
remarks on same.

A  R eader.—The study was occupied by “ Tom 
Brown” of “ Tom Brown’s School Days,’ and not [ 
by Tom Browne the artist. 1
_ N orm an W ebb.— See the article which appeared 
in our July number last year, entitled : “ Simple ; 
Photography for Schoolboys.” This will give you all 
the information you require.

V a lk y r ie . —“ Model Yachts and Boats : their j 
Designing, Making, and Soiling,” by J. du V, i 
Grosvenor, is the title of a book I would recommend i 
you to obtain. It is published by L. Upcott Gill 
170, Strand, W.C., and the price is 5s. Gd., post free!

Sportsm an .—Take long walks, and why not do
some running? “ Biking” 1
would do you good. Indoors, !
try dumb-bells and Indian ;
clubs. Take a cold bath in the 
house if the swimming baths . 
are not open.

S tr iv e  A righ t.—(1) Send 
your tale in—with a stamped ’ 
envelope. (2) Being “ a male," 
you are certainly excluded from !
the “ Pretty Cousin” Com
petition. That is to say, you 
may not send your photo in— h 
only your pretty cousin’s. I

M u sician .—I would advise 
you to learn on a second-hand , 
banjo; then, when you can play 
at all well, you might get a 
zither banjo. Keep your eyes . 
open, and you will perhaps 
obtain one for anything from 
15s. upwards at a second-hand 
shop. i

S p ecia l P a g e  Contri-
butOr.—See answers in the 
back numbers of T he Captain, 
also our interview with Mr. 
Tom Browne. Yes, draw on 
white cardboard with Indian . 
ink. Do not be afraid to make , 
firm lines, and rub out the , 
pencil marks when the drawing ' 
is dry. j

A. H.—A Lieut.-General is ff 
higher in rank than a Major- : 
General. £

S tu d en t ( A ntw erp) says ’ 
he is studying twelve subjects : 
in order to pass the College of j 
Preceptors’ Exam, in 1901. H® 
does five hours daily before and 

after office work, and consults me as to the best j 
method of study. Well, if I were he, I should only (] 
put in an hour’s study before, and two hours’ after, 3 
office work. If he studies five hours I don’t sea I j 
where his time for exercise comes in. Of course, j 
on wet evenings, he might put in a bit of extra. As 
to the time he should devote to each subje-t, I should id 
say he might take three subjects a day and devote an a 
hour to each; or perhaps he might take one of 4 ® 1
most difficult subjects for an hour each day, sj1 j  
study the others on alternate days. Probnby. \  
however, he has a tutor who can advise him on jj
matter, as I am not a school-master, and therefore n j  
an expert in drawing up time tables. jig

O u tside.—I don’t see why a dog cart. .g
full speed round a corner, should fall at all. R 0
fall, I should say it would fall on the insale. S

E. YERE MONDAY.
Captain of Burton-on-Trcnt Grammar Schcol.
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g T- (Bruxelles).—"Your questions should be 
operlv put to a doctor, because I do not give 

niedical advice either by post or in the magazine. No 
doubt you should take gentle exercises such as you 
describe, with a cold bath in the morning it you can 
-land it, and dumb-bell exercises in moderation. Eat 
[enular meals, go to bed early, do not touch alcohol, 

write to me, enclosing a stamped envelope, at the 
end of a month, and tell me how you are. Meantime, 
ii you are really weak, you might see a doctor.

W- 1VL Forbes-—(1) By “ Poor men ” the author 
referred, of course, to officers. (2 )  Yes, you must pass 
through Sandhurst or the Militia to get a commission 
jo the West Indian Regiment.

Pedro.—Quite an all-round girl ! Have handed 
question re stamps to “  our Mr. G.” R ed, 
White and B lu e.—Thanks. _A  jolly centenary
to you! W illia m  Gordon C a re y .—Carefully 

ail your Majesty’s suggestions. Your Majesty 
can get a binding case for Vol. I. by sending Is. 9d. 
Spanish G ip sy.—(1) Capital handwriting. You 
an get a “ decent camera for £1 ” from Kodak Co., 
Oxford Street, London. Mention us, (2) Yes, send 
autograph album, and don’t forget stamps for return. 
A- P- (Dartmouth).—Thanks. Sorry no space to 
quote. A. L e w is  Innes and A- P. D a ly
(Trinidad).—See “ Editorial”  for foreign readers’ 
competition. T h e A ld enham  In s titu te
Magazine, (June) gets a lot of news into a small 
space, and seems to be a well-conducted publication. 
Zuly. —Photos will be returned if stamps are 
enclosed. Your writing is “ wobbly.” but not un
pleasant to read. D iabo  
(Lisbon).— Next year we will 
have Grace batting, with his 
ticket intact. S y b il (Dublin), 
writes a letter which I have 
consigned to “ O.F. blushes” 
locker (Irish Department.)
Ernest L. B row n e (Vic
toria, Australia.).—All right, 
white fellow! I won’t forget 
von, G- L a ird .—See our 
article on “  Public School 
Cadet Corps,”  in Nov., 1899.
Dick (India).— That’s a funny 
baboo letter, but I’ve no spaco 
for it. Best wishes to you 
and all yours. D ennis  
Broad. — I don’t think 
young ladies ought to smoke.
D. S. is greatly troubled 
because his legs are very fat, 
and the fellows chaff him 
about them. He want3 to 
know how to .make them 
thinner. Well, D. S., plenty 
°I vigorous exercise will turn 
'bat far into muscle, and 
when the fellows se3 that 
four legs are all muscle they’ll 
|»ve off chaffing you for 
bar you may begin to kick.

Crawford (Jamaica).
- u s ; Yols. I  and II are

still obtainable, price (Is. each (postage extra). 
T. M.—Well, don’t cry any more, and instead of 
getting out at cricket, stay in. V. and S. (Dalston). 
—Yes, “ hung” should have been “ hanged’j—quits 
right. Hope you are both well. L. S h ad b o lt.—
I sympathise with you, I’m sure, and will remember 
your “  big, big want.”  No publication of that 
sort, however, could bo started while the war 
continues. H enry S.—If you have inflammation 
of the eyes, I would advise you to go to a local 
chemist, who will give you an “ eye-wash.” 
M . T. A .—The address of Messrs. Burns & Oates 
is 28, Orchard Street, Oxford Street, W. Yes; they 
are publishers. S yd n ey L -L a n g lo is  (Valparaiso). 
—Best wishes to all Members of my Crew out your 
way. I really will try to give you “  foreigners ” 
more competitions. K irkhou se.—You might use 
a piece of ink-eraser to remove ink-written words from 
books; rub lightly, and always in one direction. 
Scorcher.—You will see in the August number 
all the information you require about cycle brakes. 
A n  E nqu irer.— You are right. “  C. B. F.” 
stands for Charles Burgess Fry. E. C. F. (Dublin). 
—(1) If you can’ t held your big retriever in when he 
wants to fight another dog, you had better not take 
him out unless one of your brothers accompanies you. 
A whip is always useful. (2) Go out of the room if 
her playing annoys you. M. N. O.—I should say it 
would not do you any harm to go on practising 
drawing. The sketch you send is not good enough 
for reproduction.

A lso le tte r s  received  from  E. H. Ombler, 
“ Napoleon, ”  C. Harmer, 
“ Harrovian,” “ Mercury, ”

■ Cy r i l  S t .  L a n - D o v i s ,
“ Dick,” “ Rustic,” “ A Queer 
Fellow,” “  A Lower-School 
M a l v e r n i a n , ” “ T r i l b y , ” 
“ R. M.” (Eltham), A. R. W., 
A. G. Pearson, “  Bunny,” 
S. E. R. Geant, “ Man
cunian,”  C. J. S. Williamson 
(Hamburg), G. V. Jackson,
H. V. Fielding, Olavian,
J. S. Lake, Ernest Legare, 
H . G . N o r m a n d a l e ,  
George French Stebbing, 
"Critic,” J. Hayes, “ Faris,” 
“ A Friendly Critic,” “ Well- 
Wisher,”  J. A. Hanson,

. “ An Admirer of C. J. B. 
Wood,” “ M i d d l e -Ag e r ,” 
“ B.  T.  W . , ” “  S l o a n -  
Duployan ” (no space to quote 
letter), H. L. W. (with the 
“  Radiator ” ), “  Malvernian,” 
Ladismith, Smilter (Brussels),
K. C. M. G., A Scotch High 
School Boy, Mij, “  Grum
bler,” “ A Cheeky Kid,” 
R. D. B. (photo of Blairlodge 
School), “ Punch,” G. T. P. 
Streeter (prize strawberry; 
too crushed to photograph), 
and many others.



Results of July Competitions.
No. t.— “ M ixed Lines.”
CLASS I. (Age limit: T w e n t y . )
W inner of “  Swan”  Fountain Pen : W. W. Clarke Pitts, 

“  Fernliolm," Brixkam, S. Devon.
A Consolation Prize lias been awarded t o : George 

Holroyd, 47, Stranaere Place, Otley Xioad, Bradford, Yorks.
HoNOUitABLE Mention : Samuel J. Cornfield, E. H. 

Wnreham, A. A. Elkin, Hilda, M. Harrison, K, V. Thomcrson, 
M. E. Cock.

CLASS II. (Agelimit: Sixteen.)
W inner of “  Swan" Fountain Pen : W illi AM Crutckshane, 

12, Montague Street, Edinburgh.
Consolation P r ize s  have been awarded t o : Claude Drew , 

Trafalgar Square, Truro; and Louis R ichards, Malpas Road, 
Truro.

Honourable Mention : Frank Vigara, Fred Higgins, 
Sidney Posgate, James Merrick, Samuel Mitchell, W. Uylatt.

CLASS III. (Age limit: Twelve.)
W inner of “ Swan” Fountain Pe n : R obert Stevenson, 

Falconville, Stirling,
Honourable Mention: Annie Elliott, J. S. Lake, Hubert, 

Maugin, W. Price, Horace Tubb.
No. I l , - ‘‘ r a g a ’ C o m p e titio n .”
W inner of Cricket Bat : Victor Glenjtore, 31, Conthcy 

Place, Bradford, Yorks.
A Consolation Prize has been awarded to : James 

Harrison, Hall of ,lnce Boys’ School, Warrington Road, 
Lower Ince, Wigan, Lancs.

Honourable Mention: II. K. Wakerall, Alfred G. Goode.
F. E. Mann, G. H. Craig.

No. III.— “  B est P o rtra it  o f  a  B ritish  General.’1
CLASS I. (Age limit: Twenty-one.)
W inner of Set of Drawing Materials: H. But.gum 

Andrews, 100, Bowyer Road, Saltley, Birmingham.
Honourable Mention : James Wilson, George E, Bradbury, 

Grace Elspeth Robb, Winifred D. Ereaut, David C. Browne,
D. McMillan Muir, Irene Martin, J. H. Parsonage, D.M. Strath, 
Bertha Boxall, Winifred M. Parish, S. W. Barwell, H. Cutner,
E. B. Denley, A. G. Simmais, John L. Fallon, Julie P. 
Theophylactos, T. D. Lindsley, A. J Oakley, Bertha Young, 
Marion Dicken, T. A. Chaplin.
CLASS II. (Age limit: Eighteen.)

W inner of Set of Drawing Materials : J. B. Ashford, 
89. Marlow Road, Anerley, S.E.

Honourable Mention : Sydney F. Sweeting, Sybil Haines, 
Dorothy Hudson, David Loughman, Maud Centaro, Tillio 
Shephard, Janie Stockwcll, Amy Goble, H. D. Courtenay, 
Henry Kitto, S. Smith, Grantley Ricketts. Lilian Westerdale, 
L. Harrington, Bessie W. Rankin, A. J. Judd, Sybil Emerson, 
Will tendon. Gerald E. R. Smith, E. Beatrice Flynn, R. Fisk,
G. Mitchell, A. C. Regard, W. Richardson, Lilia Sbadbolt,
F. Butler, Irene Wilson, Muriel Waugh, Frances L. Johnson, 
Percy Haines, C. F. Ashford, Eveline Vernon, H. Merridew, 
Ethel Miller, A. H. H, Browne, S. O'Neill, Maud Miller, 
J. Summers.

CLASS III. (Age limit: Fifteen.)
W inner of Set of Drawing Materials : E veline 

Pearson, Tamertou House, Lee,S.E.
Honourable Mention: Hilda Heebie, C. N. Jones, John 

Gould, P. Bishop, H. Lendon, W. B. Huntly, Ernest Legard,
G. A. Watkins, George Whitelaw, O. T. Comabd, Nellie Olley, 
Edward Bundy, Vera Nikolic, T. R. Davis, R. Fisk, S. Holt, 
James W. Johnson, E. F. Collinson, A. P. 'Abraham, P. H. 
Fennell, G. Goates, Eric Money, C. B. Maltby, Minnie L. 
Bosdet, B. Owen, F. P. English, E. Law, J. Henderson, 
Ethelreda Doyle, J. Harrold.

No. IV.— Best Essay on “ M y Fa th e r.”
CLASS I. (Agelimit: Twenty-one.)
W inner of 7s.: John A. Patten, Rock, Alnwick,Northum

berland.
Honourable Mention : Achilles Van Swae, Lilian R. 

Ormiston, Hettie Ormiston, Belirage Gilbertson, Dorothy 
Morris.

CLASS II. (Age lim it: Sixteen.)
W inner of 7s.: G. W. Hawkins,'Beauval Roal, F.Dulwich. 
A Consolation Prize has been awardeu to : i . VV. Fry, 

141, Portsdown Road, Maida Vale, W.
Honourable Mention : Alex. Laing, Ellice 1 em dor, A. G. 

Martin, Margaret Thompson, Natalie Lind. '

C L A S S  I I I .  (Age limit: Twelve)
W inner of 7s. :  Jessie Huntley, 35 South Clerkj-btct 

Edinburgh. '
Honourable Mention: Eustace Alliott.
No. V .— Best “  D escription  o f  K ru ge r.”
C L A S S  1. (No Age limit.)
10s. divided between : D. Johnson, Bawtry, Yorkshire am] 

Herbert James Kestin, 98, Mount View Road, N. 1 
Honourable Mention : A. E. Ball.
C L A S S  I I .  (Age limit: twenty-one.)
W inner of 10s.: Seymour C, Smith, Drew Memorial 

Parsonage, Botanic Avenue, Belfast.
A Consolation Prize  has been awarded to: Alfred R 

Gee, 108, Freeman Street, Grimsby. '
Honouiiablf. Mention : Roy Carmichael, Guido Ceutaro 

A, Van Swae, Kate Thomerson, ’
C L A S S  I I I .  (Age limit: Fifteen )
10s. divided between: Charles Reed, Lilymbunt, Kilmar

nock ; Norman W atson, Clianctonbury, the Grove, Benton- 
mid Ada Cecilia R ankin, Minewood, Bridge of Allan, N.li. ' 

Honourable Mention: Bernard Burke, John Brooke,
H..G. Kennedy, Sam Bradshaw, J, Tyndale,

No. VI.— “ Best P h o to g ra p h s.”
C L A S S  I .  iAgelimit: Twenty-five./
W innbr of Handsome Mounting Album ; Leonard 

Thompson, 10, SummerhillRoad, Tottenham, N. 
Honourable Mention ; Lydia E, Booth, C. N. Woodhocse. 
C L A S S  I I .  (Age lim it: Twenty.)
W inner of Handsome Mounting Album : Basil Cation-, 

“ The House," London County Bank, Bedford.
Honourable Mention : C. S. Brown, Gordon Whitehead, 

II. H. Strange, F. L, Pickersgill, R. L. Bridgnell, A, W. Dicks,
C. B. Veitch, D. O. Milledge, A. J. Dainty, H. L. Brvdon,
E. L. Lindlcy, Helen B. Lillie, A. M. Bosdet, W. T, Dobbs, 
Eveline Vernon.

C L A S S  I I I .  (Age limit: sixteen.)
W inner of H andsome Mounting Albu m : T. V. Bre.vav, 

10, The Terrace, St. Helieis.
Honourable Mention : W. H. Sommons, G. R. Hamilton, 

T. J. Wilson, W. E, Robinson, Frank Budge, T. K. Wilson, 
W. Grundy, J. J. Witcombe, J. D. Philips, Theodora B. Smith,
F. Overton, H. S. Thompson, Edgar Baker, C. J. For, 
R. G. Dainty, Harry Abell, Maud Centaro, E. H. Eckes, 
J. G. Townsend, R. R. Ewald, R. E. Tanner, A, G. Schofield,
G. Hunt, F. Winterbothnm, J. C. Robinson.N o. IV. (May 1900).—11 G e n tle m e n  v. Players.”

C L A S S  7. (Age limit: Twenty-one.) '•
W inner of Cricket Bat : C. L. K, Peel, St. Andiev'i 

ltoad, Bedford.
A Consolation Prize has been awarded t o : R. Edgeill, 

“ The Green,” Frant, Sussex.
Honourable Mention : J. L. Watson, W. Brough, FA. 

Garratt, Lawson Duxbury.
C L A S S  I I  ( A g o  lim it : E i g h t e e n . )  ,
W i n n e r  of C r i c k e t  B a t ;  E .  A .  P i n t o ,  63, P r i o r y  H oa d , 

West Hampstead.
Honourable Mention: W, O.Wightman, Richard Dntler, 

Edgar Smith, Stanley Rampling.
C L A S S  III. (Age lim it: Fifteen. , ,
Winner of Cricket Bat : B. M. Kilson, Tyttenliflgen

Lodge, nr. St. Albans, Herts. ,
Honourable Mention : Harold Hooper, H. Sneflora. 

W. G. Wilson, S. E. Taylor, W. Bishop, Owen C o v o n . T .  King 
Parks, M. E. Carey, Maurice Frankenstein, H. " re”  
W. R. G. Kent.“ F o reig n  a n d  C o lo n ia l R eaders' Competition.
[April, 1900.)

C L A S S  I. (No age limit.) ,  n—
W inner of 10s. tid.: Alan Perkins, Lower Randy nuj, 

Hobart, Tasmania. ,
Honourable Mention: S. Allbusen, New Zealand,
C L A S S  I I .  (Age lim it: Twenty-one.) Taranaki,

_ W inner of lus. 6d .; G. Allhusen, Kapong", 1 aral ’ 
New Zealand. , a

Honourable Mention : Harold Owen, Zr.lrtana • '
McDennot, Jamaica; F. C. King, Cape Town; i.. 1- "  
Natal.

CI/AM III. {Age Jimic * Aticr*' -.: Harold Richard G e o r g e , 55, ADWWlNNEIl OF 10S. (id. ____ _ ...
deen Street, Perth, West Australia. .

Honourable Mention : A. S. Goodbrand, Natal

Winners o f Consolation Prizes are requested to fnfotm the Editor which they would prefer—a v».
the "S trand,”  " Wide World,”  or "C aptain.”

Uswe of
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P L A Y E R ’S 
N A V Y  CUT

Sold by all

Tobacconists, Stores, &c., 
only in ioz. Packets,

2, 4, 8, and i6oz. Tins.



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . 1

model st e a m  e n g in e s .
Skxd at once (4 penny 
stamps) for our Splendid 
New Enlarged Catalogue, 
with over 130 11 lustrations 
of Model Vertical, Horizon
tal, Locomotive, Marine 
Screw, and Paddle En
g in es . C a s t in g s  and 
Finished Parts for con
structing same, all sizes 
Brass, Copper, and Steel 
Boilers, Propellers, Paddle 
Wheels, Engine, and Boiler 
Fittings, Oil and Gas En
gines, Dynamos, Electro

Motors, Electric Scarf Pins, Lamps, Batteries, Bells, etc., etc.

w, MACMILLAN &  CO., Engineers and Modellers,
M AR STREET, ALLO A, -V.It.

FOR . .

CRICKET, TENNIS,AKD A“ ™ ™ G

E. GROVE
THE CHEAPEST & BEST HOUSE.
C R IC K E T  B A T S .

Youths’ from 3/-; full size, 4/6 
Special “ AJl-Cane ” .........7/0

C R IC K E T B A LLS .
The “Reliable'' (composi

tion), regulation size ... 13
The " Kanji ” ................... 2 9
The “Marylebone," treble 

seam, quartered match 5/0STUMPS from 2/0 per set.BATTING GLOVES from 3/- 
per pair.GAUNTLETS from3 9perpr. LEG GUARDS „  4/- „And every requisite for the Game at lowest possible

prices.

Illustrated Catalogue sent 
Post Free.

Orders over 10/- carriage paid 
to any part of the United 

Kingdom.

E. GROVE, 272, 274, EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON, W.

For CERTAIN SATISFACTION
ASK for and INSIST UPON

getting the

d a i s y
20th 

CENTURY
AIR-RIFLE.

shoots B.B.Shot or Darts 
with sufficient force to kill Rats, 

<frc., at:V)ft. Useful and Amusing for 
Adults, yet a Safe Toy for Children. 

ft/rA TO-DAY for address of nearest a{tent to “ C'-Dept.,
E. PECK & Co., 8, Bradford Avenue, London.

T A  T T O O I N G .
H ig h -c la s s  E le c tr ic  A r t is t ic  T a tt o o in g .

A ny Design . A ll C olours  & T ints.
Most perfect Antiseptic treatment. School CoatS'Of'Arms 

a Speciality. Terms 3Eocterale.
A L F R E D  S O U T H , T a tto o  A r tis t,

22, Cockspur Street, Charing Cross, London, S.VV.

“ TH E  MODEL ENGINEER
AND AM ATEUR ELECTRICIAN ’’

Is  a splendid paper for those interested in 
Model Engine*, Railways, Locomotives, Steam ■ 
Ixinte, Sailing Yachts, Lathes, Tools, Dynamos, 
Motors, Electric Light. Bolls, Batteries, Coils, 
Telephones, Electrical Experiments, and 
Scientific Novelties of alt kinds. Full of prac
tical articles, photographs, and working 
draniug*. Send for *|>eeimen copy, post free, 
ftd., to any part of the world. Foreign stamps 
accepted from abroad. 1JAWBAHN&WAR!?, 
Ltd., 6c., Farringdon Avenue, London, E C.

THE MOST NUTRITIOUS.

E P P S ’S
GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

C O C O A
BREAKFAST-SUPPER.

‘JUNO’ CYCLES T h e  Very B est,
T h e  m o s t  U p -to -D a te . 
For L ad ies a n d  G ents.

Free or Fixed Wheels.

£8 10 0 
£11 0 0 
£11 11 0 
£12 0 0 
£12 12 0 £14 0 0

Monthly. 
£0 14 2 
£0 18 4 
£0 19 3 
£ 1 0  0 
£1 1 0 
£1 3 4Road Racer and 1 £10 0 ... £0 16 8 Mthly. Carriage Paid. 

L ig h t Roadster I £10 10 ... £0 17 ti „  Discount lor Cash.
Write at once for New Season's Price List of Juno Cycles and Accessories 

♦over 100 p&gea), sent post free.LARGE JUNO CYCLE RIDING SCHOOL. Purchasers Free*
M E TR O P O L ITA N  M A C H IN IS TS ' CO., Ltd., 

75-70 , B ISH O PSG AT E ST R E E T  W IT H O U T , LONDON. E.C. 
A n d at P IC C A D IL L Y  CIRCUS, LONDON. W .

Tyre Bell, 3/- Scorcher Brake, 1/- Standard Cyclometer (10,000 mlM, l/lOI »

M IL k - c h o c o l a T E
TH£ MOST NOURI SHI NC AND ' 

O E  L 1 C I 0 U S  S W E E T M E A T  in  t h e  W O R L D .

5 ^ —  N O  I M I T A T I O N  H A S  -  
T H E  C H A R M  o f  P € T € R Sf tL O l

6d. Tahiti* t? fl/. «f 1*. Croquette*. SoM *v+rutrh'rt 
Sole Agents (trade only), S. J. Muckeiuie A Co., Ltd., Wellclose , London.



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

SPECIAL BARCAIN PACKETS.
1VO, I l f  pOSt / / ‘P P ,  4d.

Contains 100 Well Mixed Stamps f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
W o r l d ,  a n d  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  c h e a p e s t  e v e r  o f f e r e d -  I n c l u d e s  
I 'n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( u n p a i d  s t a m p ) ,  C a n a d a  ( J u b i l e e  I s s u e ) ,  G e r m a n y  
(2 m a r k s ,  r a r e  h i g h  v a l u e ) ,  A u s t r i a ,  L e v a n t ,  P e r i l  ( o b s o l e t e  i s s u e ) ,  
P e r s i a  ( o b s o l e t e ) ,  N e w  S o u t h  W a l e s  ( J u b i l e e ) ,  L a b u a n  ( Q u e e n ’s  
h e a d ,  v e r y  s c a r c  e ,  a . i d  w o r t h  4d .  a l o n e ) .  N a t a l ,  C u b a  ( o b s o l e t e  a n d  
u c a r c e ) ,  K o u m a n i a ,  J a v a ,  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e ,  A r g e n t i n e ,  Q u e e n s l a n d ,  
T r a v a n e o r e  ( r a r e  n a t i v e  I n d i a n ) ,  C o s t a  R i c a ,  P o r t o  R i c o ,  e t c . ,  e t c .

No. 12  Special* post free, 6d,
Contains 150 Well Mixed, i n c l u d i n g  m a n y  r a r e ,  C a n a d a  

( I m p e r i a l  m a p  s t a m p ,  r a r e ) ,  G u a t e m a l a  ( 5c .  p u r p l e ,  s c a r c e ) ,  H o n g  
K o n g ,  G o l d  C o a s t  ( o b s o l e t e ) ,  G r e n a d a  ( s c a r c e ) ,  D e c c a n  ( r a r e  n a t i v e  
I n d i a n ) ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( 1 0 c .  r e d  b r o w n ,  s c a r c e ) ,  S t .  T h o m a s  a n d  
P r i n c e  I s l a n d  ( s c a r c e ) ,  T r i n i d a d ,  S a n  S a l v a d o r ,  B u l g a r i a ,  C a n a d a  
( m a p l e  l e a f ) ,  B o r n e o  (1807 i s s u e ) ,  G r e e c e ,  C a p e  C o l o n y ,  P a n a m a  
( m a p ,  s c a r c e ) ,  B o l i v i a ,  T u r k e y ,  I t a l y  ( S e g n a t e s s e ,  s c a r c e ) ,  J a p a n  
<$ s e n  m a u v e ,  s c a r c e ) ,  S w e d e n  ( o l d  i s s u e ) ,  U r u g u a y  ( s c a r c e ) ,  
L a b u a n  (1897 i s s u e ,  s c a r c e ) ,  e t c . ,  e t c .

A P P R O V A L  S H E E T S .
Our Sheets of Stamps ate Known all over the world for their marvellous 

cheapness and large discount. Send for one and see for yourself. Avery 
fine lot of Sheets now ready. Prices now m&rked specially cheap.
Now ready, Special List, Nos. 14 & 15, post free on application. 

Bargains in Sets, Packets, Albums, etc.

ED W AR D  C O O P E R  &  CO.,
14. Archway Rd., Hlghgate, London, N. (Established 1879.)

FO R E IG N  S T A M P S  FO R  N O T H IN G !
Pond fourpence for packing, postage, etc., and receive grntiB Album, 100 
Foreign Stamps, packet British Colonials, packet unused, packet American, 

packet African, packet Asiatic, packet mounts.
P R I C E  L IS T S  G R A T IS . 1,000 £ ta » t |> * , T«l.

D I A M O N D  S T A M P  C O M P A N Y  T E N B Y ,  S O U T H  W A L E S .

A UNIQUE LIBRARY OF 26 POPULAR SCIENCE MANUALS FOR 26/-

THE LIBRARY OF USEFUL STORIES.
Each volume is written by a Specialist in an attractive and 

readable form, is neatly bound in cloth, and published at 
| - per volume; post free, 1/2 .

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  L I F E ’ S  M E C H A N I S M .
lit I I  W. Conn. With 30 illustrations.

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  W A N D E R I N G S  O F  A T O M S .
l it  M. M. PattiRon Muir, M.A.

T H E  S T 6 R Y  O F  I C E  I N  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  P A S T .
l it  W a Itrend. With :S7 Illustrations.

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  E C L I P S E S .
I l r l i .  F. I'lianihprs, F.R.A.S. With l!l IlluBtritiOtli,

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  B R I T I S H  R A C E .
riv.lohn Munro. With 4 Mai*.

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  M I N D .  By Prof. ,T. M. Baldwin.
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  G E O G R A P H I C A L  D I S C O V E R Y :  H o w  t h e  

W o r l d  B e c a m e  K n o w n .
Bv .1 ntr|i] .Jacobs. With 24 Matts, etc.

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  C O T T O N  P L A N T .
Bv F. Wilkinson. F t. R With 3k Illustrations.

T ^ E  S T O R Y  O F  R E L I G I O N S .  By the Rev. E. 1). Price, F .C .8 .  
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  P H O T O G R A P H Y .

Bv A. T. Storv. With ;18 Illustrations.
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  L I F E  I N  T H E  S E A S .

Bv Sv-incy J. Hickson. F.R.S. With 42 Illustrations,
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  B R I T I S H  C O I N A G E .

Bv *h B llarvlintrs, W’ith 108 Illustrations.
T H E  S T 6 R Y  O F  T H E  P O T T E R .

By ('. F. Hinnu. With 57 Illustrations of Ancient and Modern I ’ottcrv.
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  G E R M  L I F E :  B A C T E R I A .

By If. W. <*onn. With 34 Illustrations.
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  E A R T H 'S  A T M O S P H E R E .

Rv Douglas Archibald. With 44 Illustrations.
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  W E A T H E R .

Bv F. rliamVK'w. F.H.A.S, W illi 50 Illustrations.
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  F O R E S T  A N D  S T R E A M .

B v James Hod wav, F.L.S. With 27 Illustrations.
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  C H E M I C A L  E L E M E N T S .

By M. M Paltison Muir, M.A-
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  E X T I N C T  C I V I L I Z A T I O N S  O F  T H E  E A S T ,

Bv U. E. Anch’rs'.n, M.A. With Maps.
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  E L E C T R I C I T Y .

Rv.T. Munro With ion Illustrations.
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  A  P I E C E  O F  C O A L .

Bv lv A, Martin. EG .* WitluW Illustrations.
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  S O L A R  S Y S T E M .

Bv Y. <’liam)K!ra, F.R.A.S. With 2H Illustrations.
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  E A R T H  I N  P A S T  A G E S .

Bv II il. Sk'plpv, F.H-S. W ith 40 Illustrations
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  P L A N T S .

Bv (irant Alh’n. With Illustrations.
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  P R I M I T I V E  M A N .

Bv Edward Clodd. With 8* Illustrations.
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  S T A R S .

By (5. F. rharnlu'ls, F,R. A.S. With 24 Illustration*.
G corse Newaes, Ltd , 7.12, Southampton Street, W.C.

Established 1856. C apital £75,000.STANLEY RIBBONS
Postage Stamp Albums.

New edition, greatly enlarged and up-to-date.
Fifteen Prize Medals have been awaraed to these albums in th 

past seven years at Paris, Chicago, Geneva, London, etc. etc 'ne 
Improved Album, No. 0, 176 pages, bound in cloth sane* 
r 4,700 stamps, and 50 stamps presented gratis, in a packet withfor

each album. Price Is. 3d.
N.B.—The average sale of this album in 1899 was l ■Wi 

month.
Strand Postage Stamp Album. Prices2s. (id.. 5s..&ss sd 
Best value in the trade. Profusely illustrated, four plates of ths 

watermarks (an atlas of special up-to-date maps in the best edi 
tions). Geographical and Historical Notes at the head of each 
country. Spaces for from 8,000 to 11,000 stamps. Size 0«n bv 
7Jin. ' - ' >

Imperial Postage Stamp Albums. Price 7s. od. to 70s each. '
During the past decade aboul 46,000 of these albums have been 

sold ; they are the premier stamp albums of the day and 
the Bale has greatly increased every year. Circular with hill par
ticulars and sample pages gratis on application to S. Gibbons I td 

Stanley Gibbons Priced Stamp Catalogues are those 
universally accepted and used by all dealers as the basis of their 
prices, and have been adopted generally by all the Exchange 
Clubs. In two volumes, price 2s. 3d. each, about li.oon beautiful 
illustrations, reproduced by permission of the Inland Revenue 
authorities, by photography.

Vol. I. Stamps of Great Britain and her Colonies, 224 pa-es 
Vol. II. Stamps of Foreign Countries, 350 pages. ;

LA R G E N E W  P R O S P E C TU S .
With full details ol all Stamp Albums, Catalogues, Handbooks, anti 
list of nearly 2,000 Sets and Packets at Bargain Prices, sent post, 
free on application.

STIIIILEY (ilBBOKS, L t d . , ,maS T 'S M1,
(Opposite H otel C ecil), LONDON, W.C. '

THE “CENTURY,” 3d.
D IF F E R E N T  ST A M P S  l O O

Including Lahuan'18d4 iNative Warrior), '3c. San Salvador (Railway 
Engine), lJjiboulie ]8W (View of Somalia Village and Warriors). Ms-li* 
giacar 1896, Argentine Republic, Ceylon, 6 C.H. Araeyica, Turkey, Luxem
burg, 2 Sweden,'Bet o f 5 India, Set of 5 Portugal; Set of 5 Japanese, 
2 Spain, Chili, New Zealand, Egypt, Mexico (Priest and Temple), Urext 
Britain 1“  Army Official"), Canada (handsome Jubilee issue for lsyT?, aod 
many others. 3d. Poit&tf* Id . extra.

IN A D D IT IO N , every Purchaser of the above Packet applying foe a 
selection of our “ Id ea l’’ A pproval Sheets will receive

G R A TIS , A  S E T  O F  5 NICARAGUA.
X O T lf 'E * —The above Packet is offered at an extraordinarily low prkt 

simply as an advertisement. Only one Packet supplied tu each jiereoo.
.Yew Illu stra ted  Price L is t, 90 pages, post free and gratis. F u ll of bargains 

in  Sets, P ackets, /UftaniR, nwf single Stamps.

E R R IN G T O N  & M ARTIN,
S O U T H  H A C K N E Y , LONDON.

SOMETHING TO AMUSE CHILDREN
A booklet of Amusing and Attractive NURSERY 

JINGLES, beautifully printed in colours, will be SENT 
FREE ou application, if this paper is mentioned.

( A  P ost‘ C ard w ill do. <

FRAME FOOD CO., Ltd., Battersea, London, S.W. 

F O R E IG N  S T A M P S  F R E E  A N D  GRATIS!
' Only Fourpence is required (to pay postage and rlertral 

secure following free g ift : in* splendid stamps, 23 Colonials. • 
packet .South American, packet East aiul West Imliim, L.ni
uausctl, jacket South African, ]nrkt*t best mounts The lot,
List* gratis. Boo really well assorted stamps, :dd. _ , .

U n i  V E R B A L  S T A T IO N E R Y  C O -T en b V -

S T A . M F S .  . „ .
120 different Gold Coast, Sierra Leone, T.ngos, liv^ico. i f _ ■ 
Selangor, British Guiana (JubileeI, China, Bulgarin, L ■ 

Persia, Philippines, etc., 9d. „ , , ruTBy 
MIDLAND STAMP CO.. Quinton Terrace, COVENi*1'



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . i i i

T H E  S E C O N D  E D IT IO N  O F  T H E

UNIVERSAL STANDARD CATALOGUE
OF THE

POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE WORLD
i s  n s r  o  w  r e a d ■2 ' .

It is n ot a reprint of the first edition, it has been revised throughout, a large propor
tion has been entirely re-written and re-arranged, and the whole reset in fresli type. The 
alterations, especially in prices, are very numerous and important, and great carp lias been 
taken in the pricing, in order that the tru e  m a rk e t  Value of every stamp may be 
given. All stamps known to have been issued up to M arch , 1900, are included, and 
e v e ry  stam p  is  priced.

THOUSANDS OF ILLU STR ATION S. THE L A TE ST, B E S T  AND CHEAPEST
CATALOGUE PUBLISH ED.

Complete in one volume, 1 /3 , post free. Interleaved Edition, cloth gilt, 2  6 ,  post free.
Xew fli-page Price List of Packets, Sets, Albums and other philatelic requisites sent on receipt of Id, stamp for postage.

M onthly List o f P h ila te lic  N ovelties, 6d. per annum, post free.

W H l T F l E l a l f )  K I N G  &  e o . ,  I P S W I C H .  (Established 31 Years.)

A VALUABLE G IF T  F 3
Via: Br. S. Africa, 1896, Is. Ils .l: Heligoland 3pf. (original) 12s. 6d.l; 
Mil Transvaal 'Zs. 6d. (2a.) absolutely gratis to aJI purchasing Ss. worth 
from our celebrated Cheap Approval Sheets before May 1st.
II D A D IT V  Packet ” contains 116 selected stamps—Virgin 

• * Isl„ Turks Is!., Br. Bechunnaland, Cyprus, 
Montenegro, Martinique, Sarawak,Labuan (old Queen's head), 
Soudan, old Luxemburg, San Marino, scarce old Hawaii, 
scarce Transvaal surcharged, old Victoria, Barbadoes, West 
Australia, etc. Grand Bargain for Is. 9d. (w orth  5s.)

THE CIRCUS STAMP Co., 179-181, R esent St., W.

U.S.A. S t a m p s  G iv e n  A w a y !
No. 187 Prize Packet contains 40 Stamps, all different, in- 

Huding Timor, Deccan, Paraguay, China, Portugal, Transvaal 
Republic. Orange Free State, India (H.JI.S. 4 annas), Turkey, 
Venezuela, Japan, Natal, Brazil, Cape Colony, Ceylon, etc., etc. 
Post Free, 4id. To every purchaser of above Packet we will 
also send a set of TEN UNITED STATES, including Special 
Delivery, Columbus, Omaha Exhibition and Unpaid issues, well 
worth sd. the set. Please name T he C aptain . Illustrated Price 
list free. Approval sheets on application ; liberal discount. .

ALFRED GILBERT &  CQ„ W eston-super-M are.

50 Half-G uinea “ S enf ” ^ 3 , *
G IV E N  A W A Y  DURING A P R IL .

■jenf Albums contain 7C0 pages, lull size illustrations, 
description of colour, with a numbered space for evert stamp 
Wied to date The above Albums will be distributed amongst 
holders of April Price List. The list is sent gratis, with full parti- 
flats, on receipt of stamp for postage. Sheets of stamps sent on 

approval if wished. Address—
JBISTOL STAMP COMPANY. QUEEN ANNE BUILDINGS. BRISTOL.
.. TO STAMP COLLECTORS.
Vwfcmndlnnd 1WW "  Koval Family”  ft te d  4c., Jc , 2c., 2c. (obsolete1, 3c.; 

r* 5, iM. |mst free. Transvaal used  hi., Ll , 2d., 2|d.t 3*1., 4d , 0d., 
Wtitia rare; Bet of 7, M. free. *f 2d. is added for pontage a Stamp 
Album, size 7jtn. by 5in.,wiU be sent with every j*air of sets sold. Price of 

aud album, Is, *1. post free. Price Lists of cheap sets gratis, 
“ wtsof Stamps sent on appro\&L
— F- EDWARDS KINO, 11, Stevenson Road, Ipowloh.
2 5 0  FOREIGN STAMPS (all genuine), including Trans- 

v  vaal, Orange Free State, Lorenco M a rq u es. Congo, 
“Negal, llortn, Costa Rica. Perforation Gauge, 5d. Mounts 
*0'or 4d. Post free in Great Britain. Sheets on approval.

CAMPBELL. IN G L E S  & Co., Carlisle.

For Free Specimen Copy, send post card to “ F ” D.purtmonr.

THE INVINCIBLE PACKET, No. 92.
W o rth  4s. O u r  p ric e , 4/d.

Tin'* marvellous Packet contains 25 Pennine, derm, and perfect specimen?, 
including British Guiana Jubilee 2c. used ■ worth G.U, Constantinople, Egypt 
(scarce}, Guatemala, Indian Service, Comoro Islands, Argentine, Kouniauin, 
Pahang (scarce, unused Tiger issue*, Spain IfCu “ Queen,”  South African 
Republic, t\S A. Columbus, Johor (unused), India “ Telegraph," Hungary, 
Newfoundland, Germany (old Mpf.i, Borneo (rare ]$00», Portugal, 18W), 
U.9.A. 1898 ismall issue), Liberia Republic (worth 4d l, and fine set of 4 
used Costa Rica. Price 4(d. Postage id. extra. N'oTE.—As a socia l 
inducement we will give to all purchasers of a tovc Packet a magnificent 
set of 15 used Australasia, including many obsolete issues,

J. STUART  £  Co.t Stamp Importers,
Spring Orovet fsteworth*

PRICE LIST. F ifty tw o pages, w ith particulars of about 1,000 PACK ETS, SETS, and 
SIN G LE ST A M P S. Full o f Illustrations, and quite •• up to date." POST FREE.

1 EXCF.LMIOIt STAMP \ M i l  >1 contains 1»> sli™. l.y Tins. Every page is illustrate,! at tor with
engravings of Stamp-, as well aa much information as to dates of issues, etc., etc. Cloth IhhiiiiI. illuminated, price I -  l"',t f,ce. 
T ill; t \«T1SI«»lt HT.UIP AIRIAIN Ipri re* from I**, to 7."v 1 are th" leading Albums of i|(« .)av, an l have cone 
through EivJifmi large editions. MET l>K <;KEE<’E » I V « P H  I ItEE. \i». 141 l.\4 ELSIOIt
■M 4 NET contains Alt different Stamps, including Madagascar, Turkey. Jap.ni, Mveden Ocrriceh Imio-('iiin:i. Brazil, Hutch 
Indies, Angra, Argentine. Egypt, Transvaal, Natal, C’hili, Cai>e of Good 1|o)h\ Portugal, India, New Zealand, Ceylon. Queens
land, etc. Post free, 4fl* with every packet we shall also send FltEE a set of F l i c  O l y m p i c  4>uiu<‘ s.
APPROVAL SELECTIONS sent upon application, at ridioulonsly low Price3, and a liberal discount "allowed,

D O K T -



a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .

A.W. GAM AGE, Ltd.The Largest Sporting and Athletic 
■ Outfitters in the World.

Com plete C yelin g, C ricket. Tennis, G olf, F ishing1, an d  P h o to gra p h ic  Outfits, and 
R equisites fo r  e v e ry  S port an d  Pastim e a t  Low est Possible P rices.

ll'ri/e for illustrated Catalogue, a priced encyclopmlia to the materia of A /, 1. Sport* and 1’attimes Every cyclist and 
athlete should hace a copy of this comprehensive -work, which contains over 3,000 illustrations. Sent Post Free.

18/6
B ATS.

Damage's patent double sol iced Bat, guaranteed 
Youths’ willow, half cane handle.

Size 4,2/6 ; Size 5, 2/11 ; Size 6, 3/6 
Youths’ willow, alt cane handle,

Size 4,3/6 ; Size 6, 4/3 ; Size 6, 4/11
Men's all cane handles.............................4/11, 7/6, 9/0
Tile Yorkshire Driver, patent spring 

handle. Size 6, Youths’ , 12/6; lien’s,
14/6, warranted.

S TU M P S , W ITH  BAILS.
Polished Ash.26in., 1/5; 2Sin.t I ' l l ; Men’s 

Size,, 2/6 ; Polished Ash, with brass 
ferrules, 26in., 2/6; 28in.,2/0; Men’s,
3/-. Polished Ash, brass tops, steel 
shoes, Youths', 28in.,4,-G; Men’s, 411.
Best qualitv, 6/9, 9/- ; Revolving tops*

! 7/11.
| WICKET-KEEPING GLOVES.
Chamois leather (cane protected),
I Youths’, 2/8 ; Men s, 2/11. 
iWhite Buck, Youths', 4,3 ; Men’s. 4/6.
| BATTING GLOVES.
White Leather (tubular rubber).. 3/9, 4 ’• 

_ Extra qualities ......................4/9, 5/9, 0/8

C R IC K E T  BALLS.
Youths’

Damage’s 3 seam Leather....................   i/in
Club 3 seam .Match ................  3/1
Referee ,, „ (guaranteed) 4/3
Australian Catgut sewn ,, 4'9
Compo Match..........................  —

,, Eclipse ....................... —
,, Practice ....................... -/8
„  ...............  Bovs’ -15k

1 V
Men S 5lOZS.

2/3
3/(1
4/0
5(0

1/9
■ /10

C R IC K E T  SH IR TS.
White Mat.......................... 2/0, 3 6
Fine White Matalasse ...........  4.11
White Flunnel 3/11, 4/11. 6/11, 7 11

C R IC K E T  TR O USER S.
White Flannel 5/11, 6/11, 8/11,10 11,

12,6
Grey ,. (stripes and plain)

4/11, 6/11, 9 11
LE G  GUARDS.

Moleskin—Youths’, 3/3, Men's, 3/0 
Chamois Leather—Youths’, 4/6; Men’s, 4/11,
White Buck—Youths’, 5/6 ; Men’s, 5/11.

T H E  “ R E F E R E E ” (Reg.)T E N N IS  SHOES.
4\ ith the new steel spikes for wet and slippery weather.

Tan, Calf, or White Buckskin / .................  12/6, 14/6, 16 6
Brown or White Canvas Shoes, with plain or corrugated 

Rubber Soles, from 2,6. And every requisite for the game 
at lowest prices.

T E N N IS  R ACKETS.

Boys', Oval Shape ....................  .........2/3 and 3/
Youths', Cedar Handle ................ . . .........................3/9
Cedar Handle, club size.......................................  3/11
Pish Tail Handle ...................................................................5/6
The “ Carnage" Champion.....................................................6/9
Ayres’ Champion ................................................................. 13‘3
The Demon..........................................................................11/6
The damage (guaranteed)..................................................18 6
The E.D. Black, as used by the Scotch Champion

(guaranteed)......................................................... .....20,9
Tennis Balls, from 4/6 per doz.

R o lle r S k a te s , A ir  G u n s, A ir  P isto ls , A r c h e ry  A p p a ra tu s , L a w n  S k ittle s , and  
o t h e r  a rt ic le s  fo r  S p o rts , G a m e s , a n d  a ll R e c re a tiv e  A m u s e m e n ts .

AMERICAN ROLLER SKATES,
The Union Extension, to fit any

size fee t.................................2 6
The Union Wood, with Rubber

Springs, all sizes ............ 4 6
Raymond’s Steel Frames, exten

sion to fit any size ... 4/11
E x t r a  Q u a l i t y ,  
Nickeiied Polished 9/6 
Raymond’s Ball 
Bearing .. .. 15/9
Polished ditto 19/6 

Postage on Skates be
low 10I-, 6d. pair.

A IR  GUNS —Tlie Daisy, complete with B.B.sbot, 3/6, 
Postage, Gd. The D aisy R epeater, 4/6. The “ Re
feree,” No. 1 Bore, 18/6.

The Gem, complete. Slugs, 
Darts, and Extractor, 13 6 
Post Free.

Darts and Kam-Kod 
Postage 4Jd. extra.

A IR  PISTOL -P istol, with Six 
in Box, 2/- Nickel Plated, 3/-.

NEW HARMLESS PISTOL.—With Rubber Vacuum 
Arrow, which adheres to the target Complete with Arrow 
and Target, 1.9 ; Nickel Fluted, 2,3. Postage, 6d. extra.

‘ SON OF A  GUN.’’ What It Is, and what It is for.”

It protects bicyclists 
against vicious dogs
and footpads: travellers 
against robbers and
roughs; homes against 
thieves and tramps, and 

is adapted to many othor situations.
It is the only renl weapon which protects and 

also makes fun, laughter, and tots of i t ; it shoots, 
not once, hut many times without reloading; and 
will protect by its reputation in time of danger, 

although loaded only with water. It does not get out of order; 
is durable, handsome, nickel plated. Price 1/11. For use as a 
weapon, full directions will be found on the cover inside of box. 
Postage 2d. ___________

THE MEDICAL DYNAMO
Does the work of the best Medical Batten , but 

without expense for renewal.
It is Powerful, Effective, and Cheap.Stimulates the 

organs. 
Restores the 

nerves. 
Strengthens 
the system. 

Its power is won- 
.derful, and it may 
’ be increased or 
diminished at will. 
It will overcome a 
strong man, or 
merely amuse a

Price 3s. 6<l. Postage 3d. child.
The Little Pocket Dynamo. A Seientifc Toy, 2  x a

A ll Orders over 10a. C arriage P aid  (unless otherwise stated).

A. W. G A M A G E, Ltd., H O LB O R N , L O N D O N , E.C.
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T he Captain i v i l l  b e  f o r w a r d e d  d i r e c t  f r o m  t h e  O f f i c e s  o f  G e o r g e  N e t o n e s ,  L i m i t e d ,  t o  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  p o s t  

f r e e  f o r  o n e  y e a r  f o r  9s .  C r i s e s  f o r  B i n d i n g  V o l s .  I .  rf- I I .  m a y  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  a n y  B o o k s e l l e r  f o r  I s .  C d .  e a c h ;  o r  

j i o s t  f r e e  f o r  I s .  9d .  e a c h  d i r e c t  f r o m  t h e  O f f ic e .  T o l s .  I .  d ■ I T .  a r e  n o w  r e a d y ,  p r i c e  6s .  e a c h ,  o r  p o s t  f r e e  6s .  6d

A rm y (all branches), H igher C ivil Service, &  U n ive rs ity . S P E C IA L
PREPARATION.

JOHN GIBSON, M.A.
(FIRST CLASS, CAMBRIDGE), 

Late of Uppingham and Westminster;
Educational Medallist at Antwerp, 

Bordeaux, and Brussels International 
Exhibitions.

G. LOLY, B.A.
(FIRST CLASS, LONDON). 

Author of “ The Illustrated French 
Grammar," e tc .;

Spanish, German, and Italian Examiner 
at the City of London College.

L A R G E  S T A F F  O F  S P E C I A L I S T  T U T O R S .______________  S M A L L  C L A S S E S .  I N D I V I D U A L  A T T E N T I O N .  ^

O v e r  3,000 s u c c e s s e s  t o  d a t e  i n  C o m p e t i t i v e  a n d  P a s s  E x a m i n a t i o n s .  P u p i l s  r e c e i v e d  a t  ( 1)  115,  E b u r v  S t r e e t ,  S . W . ,  t h e  W  e s t  E n t ! ) j , f p J is  
o f  Q u e r n m o r e ; (2) 14-18, V i c t o r i a  R o a d ,  U p p e r  N o r w o o d ,  t h e  r e s i d e n t  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  y u e m m o r e ; (3) 24, C h a n c e r y  •'anrViver ‘.W  
E x a m i n a t i o n s ;  (4) 9, F e n c h u r c h  S t r e e t ,  E . C .  ( H .  F o u l k s  L y n c h  &  C o . )  f o r  C h a r t e r e d  A c c o u n t a n t s ’ E x a m i n a t i o n s  o n l y .  "
s u c c e s s e s  J a n u a r y  t o  J u l y ,  1899, o n l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  s i x  F irst p l a c e s  a n d  45 H o n o u r s .  P r o s p e c t u s  a n d  f u l l  p a r t i c u l a r s  o n  a p p l t e a t )

M e s s r s . GIBSON & LOLY. 18. Victoria Road, Upper N orwood.



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . v n

H. GRADIDGE & SONS
Patentees a n d  Sole M a k e r s  o f  the Celebrated

J

‘ Imperial Driver Bat.’
JJA.NUFACTURKRS OF ALL ARTICLES FOR

CRIOKET, RACQUET, LAWN TENNIS, F00TBAL1, FIVES, GOLF, 
POLO, CROQUET, HOCKEY. ETC ., ETC .

i .  c .  m m m i  E s q . ,
All E ngland & L an cash ire

County, writes :—
“  C ounty C ricket  G rouxd, M axch ester ,

July ‘20th, 1897.—D ear S i r ,—I want you to 
kindly make specially for me 3 Presentation Bats 
for Boys who got 50 and over for Harrow r. Eton.
. . .  I have chosen Six of your Bats this season, 
and they give the greatest satisfaction. To day I ’ve 
made 110 not out v. Yorks, with one of your white Bats, 
and all the players remarked what a nice bat it seemed.

Yours truly, A. C. MacLAREN.”

T h e

‘Imperial Driver Bat.
{Patent A’o. 27,536 )

Used by all 
the Leading Batsmen 

ol the Day.

Factory—

ARTILLERY PLACE, WOOLWICH, 5 .E.

J E S S :
A TALE OF THE LAST BOER WAR.

By H. Rider Haggard.
192 PAGES. SIXPENCE. POST FREE, 8d.

THE F IN E ST  S T O R Y  EVER W RITTEN.  
EVERYONE SH O U LD  READ IT.

GEORGE NEWNES, LIMITED,
7 to 12, Southam pton S treet, Strand, W .C.

NATURAL HISTORY.

W ATKINS &  DONCASTER,
NATURALISTS,

3 6 , STR A N D , LONDON, W .C .
(Five doors from  Charing Cross),

Keep in Stock every Description of Apparatus, 
Cabinets, Books, and Specimens for Collectors of

Birds’ Eggs, Butterflies & Moths,
__________  Etc., etc.

P r i c e  L i s t  f o r  1900 s e n t  P o s t  F r e e  o n  A p p l i c a t i o n .

CLEAVES’  ̂ Delightful Suieetmeat.

Celebrated

D E V O N S H I R E  * * | f !ittedGlo' “  rarest Materials, Excellent 
Flavour.”— Lancet. 

“ Exceptionally Choice, Uniformly Delicious.11
Court Circutai\

“ Such Delicious and Harmless Dainties."—Family Doctor.

Rich, 

N utritious, 
A bsolutely  Pure, 

th e re fo re  best.

JOHN CLEAVE & SON, Limited, Crediton, Devon.



Vlll A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND THUS MACHINE.

If you want a really good and reliable Fretwork Machine at a low
price you should buy

Hobbies A1 Treadle Fretsaw
P R IC E -T W E N T Y -O N E  SHILLINGS.

TJ[HE Hobbies A1 Machine is the final result of long-continued experiments made with the object of producing 
*  at a moderate price a Machine which will meet every possible requirement of an Amateur Fretworker.

It is in all respects immensely superior to the American Pattern Machines which have hitherto been 
Bold in such enormous quantities. It is practically a perfect machine of its class. ' We feel quite confident 
that it will entirely supersede all other Machines Bold at anything approaching the 6ame price.

SPECIAL FEATURES 
of the HOBBIES

A1 FRETSAW.
The special construction of the Frame

work makes the Machine unusually rigid, 
doing away with the unpleasant vibration 
which characterises most Machines.

The Arms are 19 inches loDg, an ex
ceptional length for a Machine of this 
class.

The action is very rapid, one turn of 
the Driving Wheel giving eight strokes of 
the Saw.

The Anns work on Machined Knife 
Edges, giving an exceptionally free and 
smooth motion. ’

By a special process the Machining of 
the Main Bearings and Knife Edges are 
made absolutely parallel, thus ensuing 
remarkably accurate working of the Saw.

There is a convenient Tray for holding 
Saws and other Tools.

There is more room between the Top 
Clamp and the Table than is the case 
in most other Machines. Very thick 
Wood could in consequence be cut if 
necessary. •

The Machine is fitted with the Hobbies 
Patent Clamps, over 25,000 of which were 
sold last Season.

PR ICE 21s.
Or with Nickel Plated Table and 

Emery Wheel, 2s, 3d. extra.

Each Machine will be carefully tested 
before being despatched, and will be sent 
in a crate, in complete working order, and 
ready for immediate use. These M a ch in e s  
are sent by Kail, the receiver paying 
carriage on delivery. The name of the 
nearest Kailway station should be given 
when ordering.

M3" We also make o number of other patterns of Fretsaws and Lathes, price from 15s. upwards. Illustrations 
and full particulars will be found In our Sixpenny Fretwork Catalogue, with which is GIVEN AwAr 
FREE a Copy of the GRAND ORIENTAL FRETWORK OVERMANTEL. Any of our Machines may, 
if desired, be paid for by Weekly Instalments. Write for Circular of Terms.

All Letters relating to Fretsaw Machines should be addressed to

HOBBIES ENGINEERING DEPT.,
DEREHAM , NORFOLK.

Any of the Hobbies Machines may be seen at the HOBBIF.S SUPPLY STORES, 166, Aldcrsgate Street, 
London, E.C.; 11, Lime Street, Liverpool; and 326, Argyle Street, Glasgow.
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HOLLOWAYS Pills * ointment
m-mmrm SO Y[ars.

SILVER Q U E E N  C Y C L E S
- On Monthly Paymknth. Kiior-

nious stock. New and second 
hand. FROM |Q/- MONTHLY. 
Carriage paid. Free wheels and 
niin brakes. Illustrated Price 
Lists Post Free to any AnnnF.HR. 
Tim  S ilv e r  Q u k k s  C ycle  Co., 

Ltd., 221, Tottenham Court lload, London, \Y,

BIRDS’ EGGS, BUTTERFLIES, SKINS,
Shells, Curios, and alt kinds o f Apparatus.

Xeti, Store Tluxts, Pins, Hi tting Boards, Cabinets* Drills, Blowpipes, La1*1 
Lists for sale nt nnrnmuMo prices. S P E C IA L .—Eggs of Snapping mul 
M«<i Turtles. 8<i. each; Red-legged Water Tortoise, is .; Guillemot, 2d. i 
Common and Arctic Tern, Hit,; Redshank, 3d.; Curlew, 7d .; Fulmar 
Petrel, t*d. S K I N S . — Humming Bin!*4. M „ e«l.» ami 2d. each. 36 Spccfes 
British Marine Shells, named, 29. 2d. Nest of Trap-door Spider, Is. lod. 
Postage, if less than 5s. worth of Specimens, 3*1. Brass Blowpipe and Steel 
Drill, post free, 7d, Send stamp for sn.page Price List.
C H A R L E S  J E F F E R Y S ,  N atu ralist, T etbury. Gloucestershire.

CELEBRITIES ARMY.
A Series of Magnificent Coloured Photos, of the

THE MOST FAMOUS FIGHTING MEN OF THE BRITISH ARMY.
In about TWELVE FORTNIGHTLY PARTS. Price SIXPENCE each. By Post, 8d. each.

EACH PANT CONTAINS FOUIi COLOURED PHOTOS. WORTH FRAMING.

ALL THE PRINCIPAL OFFICERS NOW IN SOUTH AFRICA.
P A R T  I, c o n t a i n s : —

Field-Marshal Viscount WOLSELEY, K.P.
Right Hon. Sir. REDVERS B LU ER , V.C., G.C.B. 
Lieut.-General Sir FREDERICK W. E. F. FORESTIER- 

WALKER, K.C.B.
Colonel ROBERT S. S. BADEN-POWELL

P A R T  II. c o n t a i n s : —

Lieut.-'General Sir GEORGE WHITE, V.C., G.C.B. 
Lieut.-General Sir WILLIAM GATACRE, K.C.R.
Lieut.-General Lord METHUEN, K.C.V.O.
General Sir HENRY EVELYN WOOD, V.C., G.C.B.

P A R T  III. c o n t a i n . : —

Field-Marshal Right Hon. F. S. Lord ROBERTS, K.P., 
G.C.B., G.C.S.I.

Major-General HECTOR A. MACDONALD, C.B.
Fid. Marshal Sir D. M. STEWART, Bart., G.C.B., G.C.S.I. 
Lieut.-Colonel Sir F. R. WINGATE, K.C.M.G.

P A R T  IV. w i l l  c o n t a i n  i —

Major-Gen. H. H. Lord KITCHENER OF KHARTOUM, 
G.C.B., K.C.M.G.

Major-General Sir H. E. COLVILLE, K.C.M.G. 
Major-General Sir BINDON BLOOD, K.C.B.
General Sir R. HARRISON, K.C.B., C.M.G.

GEORGE NEWNES, Ltd., 7 -1 2 , Southam pton S t., Strand, London, WJS.

PRESENTS FOR BOYS.
No. 53. Price 17 6. This Model Si earn 

Kngine i9 only one 
of many kinds 
kept in stock to 
run on lines, 
which ran he 
bought singly or 
in sets. All acces
sories for Model 
Railways stocked.

# St at i ons ,  turn-
Tallies, ^nals, bridges, switch-points, elc. etc. All prices, 
either for steam or clockwork. Send Id. for Grand 
L'Ttalpgue (UK) Illustrations) of Games, Magic Lanterns, 
hl'cirica! Goods,Ships,Ship-fittings, etc.

38, Market Street.
M A N C H ES TE R .WILES’ BAZAAR,

C h o c o la te  in  P e rfe c tio n .

B U Y

KLAUS’S
GHOGOLAT A LA NOISETTE.

In T a b le t  fo r m .
Sold by all Confectioners and Stores in Id. packets 

and upwards.
Sole Agent (Trade only),

C .  T E N N A N T  S M I T H .

Factory :
L e  L o c l e ,  S w i t z e r l a n d .

Offices and Show Rooms: 42 & 44, Cheapslde, E.C



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

[A thing worth noting!
lYOUR wearing apparel

as well as
YOUR BEDDING 

should bear this 
'TRADE ^  MARK.

W h y ?
Because this Brand is 
the best, and, therefore,, 
the cheapest in the end; 

and further, it is
PURE WOOL ONLY.

126, Regent Street, W.
I456,Strand (Charing Cross), W.C. 

30, Sloane Street, S.W .
115, Victoria Street, S.W .

(6  doors W est of A .  A  N. Stores)

85 & 86, Cheapsidc, E.C.

' p u r e  WOOL & TAILORS:
42, Conduit Street, W .f Dr. Jaeg-er’ s “ Health Culture”  (188 pp.) and Price List seat free.

“ T I T - B I T S ”

MONSTER PENNY BOOKS.
hii"n m m      -

X I X - B I T S —
MONSTER ENGLISH DICTIONARY.

Parsing, Pronunciation, and Meaning of np. 
wards of Eight Thousand Every-day Worus

MONSTER GRIMM’S TALES.
Carefully selected Fairy Tales as told bv the 
Brothers Grimm. A Copiously Illustrated 
Edition of a Children’s Classic.

MONSTER TABLE BOOK.
British, Foreign, and Colonial ‘ Weights, 
Measures, Money, etc.

MONSTER COOKERY BOOK.
Palatable, Economical, and Practical Recipes 
for Breakfast, Dinner, Tea, and Supper.

MONSTER RECITATION BOOK.
Simple, Pathetic, Heroic, and Patriotic 
Poems.

MONSTER LONDON GUIDE.
Concise, Interesting Information about all 
the Sights Worth Seeing. With Maps, Plans, 
and other Illustrations.

MONSTER RHYME BOOK.
All the old Favourite N ursery Rhymes. 100 
Illustrations.

MONSTER FAIRY BOOK.
Old Favourite Fairy Tales Retold. Illus
trated,

MONSTER HEALTH BOOK.
Medical Advice for the Home on Every-day 
Ailments, Accidents, etc.

MONSTER GARDEN BOOK.
How to Grow Flowers, Fruit, and Vegetables.

Uniform with the M o n ster  Books*

ARCHIE ; or, th e  Confessions of an Old 
Burglar. By Charles Morlky.

“ Vividly interesting and written with grim 
humour.”

THE ROMANCE OF THE LIFEBOAT.
A Series of Graphic Pictures of the Lifeboat- 
man and his Work.

THE ROMANCE OF THE VICTORIA CROSS.
Stirring Stories of Deeds of Valour performed 
by our Soldiers and Sailors in all parts of the 
World.

MR. DOOLEY IN PEACE AND WAR.
An Illustrated Edition of one of the funnies 
books ever written.

A BASE DECEPTION.
Complete Illustrated Novel.

TENNYSON’S POEMS. „ . 1#te
A selection of the most popular of th® 
Laureate’s Poems. With Portraits and oh 
Biographical Sketch.

80 LA R G E 8 v o  PAG ES, O N E  PENNY.
Post Free, 2d,

GEO. HEWNES, Ltd., 7-12. Southampton St.. Strand. W-c-



f

C A U C T U I I U A  T * ^  A M I  I O C  A L I I I  n D C M  i A B o o k le t  o f  Amusing and Attractive Nursery Jlnglos sent free on application (ifS O M E T h l N G  T O  A IV IU O C .  l / H I L U n b l l  \  t h i s  M a g a z i n e  I s  m e n t i o n e d )  b y  F R A M E  F O O D  C O . ,  L t d . ,  B a t t e r s e a ,  L o n d o n ,  8 . W .

A
D

V
E

R
T

IS
E

M
E

N
T

S
.



XII A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

THE ONLY PUBLICATION OF ITS KIND IN EXISTENCE.
The A P R IL

........................fill'll......

N
N
N
N
f t

N

s

Wide World magazine,
Price A d .  N O W  ON S A L E  E V E R Y W H E R E .  Price 6 d .

M. NICOLAS BEKIARELLI, the rich Greek merchant, who was seized in Khedaref 
when that town fell into the hands of the Mahdlsts, commences the tragi comic 
narrative of his sixteen years’ sufferings among the Dervishes. <

T H E  STRAN G E  H O LY  W E E K  F E ST IV IT IE S  IN  M EXICO.
W ith  Curious Photos.

O U R JO H N STO W N  HONEYM OO N.
The m ost terrifying true, narrative o f adventure on record. W ith  Portraits and Photos.

T H E  BAD  BO YS’ REPU BLIC . .
An extraordinary Am erican reform atory in the form  o f a m iniature nation. Copiously 

Illustrated w ith Photos.

A  L A D Y  IN  TH E  U N E X P L O R E D  SAHARA.
W ith  U nique Snap shots taken by  herself. She is a F rench  lady, and went to study 

the condition o f the A rab wom en.

T H E  H O RRO RS OF THIRST.
B y  T w o V ictim s. Speaks for itself. S cen e—The arid interior o f W estralia. Portraits 

and Photos.

A  TH O U SAN D  M IL E S  W IT H  A N  A R M Y  OF SHEEP.
T he am azing idea o f a dealer of the M iddle States, and how he achieved it. With 

Portraits and Photos.

M Y  “ M E C C A ” BET, A N D  H O W  I W O N  IT. •
Y ou  w ill be glad you read this.

AM O N G  T H E  B L A C K F E E T  AT F E ST IV A L  TIME.
The author being married to a B lackfeet Squaw and living in the Reservation has been 

able to take unique Photos.

A  N IG H T  IN - A N  O CEAN  CAVE.
The adventure o f a lady and her brother in St. Kilda. Copiously Illustrated with Por

traits and Snap-shots. ‘

M O O SE-H U N T IN G  IN  T H E  BACKW OODS.
W ith  E xtraordinary Photographs. Etc., etc., e.'c., etc.

s

l
H

A U T H E N T I C  NARRATIVES OF ADVENTURE AND PHASES OF LIFE IN MANY LANDS.1
A s to u n d in g  P hotos. T h rillin g  A d v en tu res .

The A p r il  W ID E  W ORLD .
P rice 6d. N O W  ON S A L E  E V E R Y W H E R E . P ost F r e e , 9d. N

N
THE ONLY MAGAZINE OF ITS KIND IN THE WORLD.

GEORGE NEWNES, LTD., 7 to 12, Southampton Street, Strand, W.C. ,



TH ER E ARE

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OTH ERS,
h u t

!“I i 'U X E T T E  ”
i s  t h e

B E S T  S AV OURY  frs>

'f t r e a h fa d t , ZZecr, < fa n d u )ic h e d ,
ETC.

p e r  T e r r n e .  in  h e r m e t i c a l l y  s e a l e d  T i n s .

Manufactured by Mrs. A. B. MARSHALL
(Marshall’s School of Cookery), LONDON •

W hat is  H a rm on y 7
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H arm ony in m usic lias been defined as a “ just 
proportion of sound,” but there is also such a thing 
as harm ony in the furnishing o f  the hom e, when even 
the hum blest surroundings have such a just adap
tion ”  to each other that the result is pleasing and 
artistic.

P. E. G A N E  (late Trapnell d> Onne)
has for over three-quarters o f a century been identi

fied with the m anufacture of

INEXPENSIVE ARTISTIC FURNITURE.
T h e illustration here given represents a music 

cabinet from  his “  Oakleigh ”  series. It is mnde in 
solid oak, welt carved and polished, w ith falling 
door fitted with lock and key, and sent carriage paid  
to a n y  ra ilica y  station for  2 9 ' 6 .  Canvas and 
packing, 1/- extra.
These cabinets are fitted  with a drawer below the fa llin g  flap  

l not shown in drawing).

SEND 2/- FOR NEW FURNISHING CATALOGUE. 1,000 ENGRAVINGS

Manufacturer
College Green

“ ■ * ‘ f  L f t t r  T r n f U i r t f  A* f i f i t i e  j ,

of DURABLE, INEXPENSIVE FURNITURE,
n n i  C T r t l  | QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF.

■ D K I O  I V L i .  n r a n c n e s -  ( COMMERCIAL ST„ NEWPORT, MON,



P H Y S I C A L  C U L T U R E .
Those participating in Outdoor Exercise o f any kind, such as GOLF 

FO O TBALL, C R IC K E T, TE N N IS, or the like, will find in FRY’S PURE 
CONCENTRATED COCOA a beverage which will prove both STIMULATING 
AN D  R E C U P E R A T IV E , and one which will greatly add to the powers 
Of EN D U RAN CE. .

309 GOLD MEDALS 

& DIPLOMAS.

PURE
CONCENTRATED

COCk
T H E  I D E A L  F O O D  F O R  A T H L E T E S .

Fam ous Footballer's  T e s t i m o n y 1
' “ I have found it a capital drink after a hard
’ game or practice. It is a most Effective

Strengthener.”

A R TH U R  J. G O U LD , Welsh International.

Fam ous C y c lis t’s T e s tim o n y :
“ 1 have now completed 17,000 miles, riding one 

hundred miles a day (Sundays excepted) since July 31 99 
last, without feeling any effect, and have used your Pure 

Concentrated throughout, and found it very beneficial.
“ ED W A R D  H ALE.

44February 13, 1900.

■ S O L D  O N L Y  I N  T I N S  W I T H  G I L T  T O P S .

A L L  A D V E R T I S E M E N T S  F O R  “ T H E  C A P T A I N ”  should b j addressed A D V E R T I S E M E N T  D E P A R T M E N T ,  O E O R O E  NEWNEB,
7 - 1 2 ,  S O U T H A M P T O N  S T R E E T ,  S T R A N D ,  W . C

LONDON eekew s m i n i m a  e e  , l t d -



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . 1

C O N T R A C T O R S  T O  T H E  A D M I R A L T Y .

“ CLYDE BU ILT ’*

model rac ing  y a c h t s.
*n,eS, Yacht* are n<>w 

te\ \  known to need any re
commendation- They are 
carved from l^ten line*. 
“ Britannia/ ‘ * *"
“ jJhami’tK'k. <
Model*. Kig«
with otir B1 
Striped -
l lolll, with Br 
Killing’ - T e s t - -_ iKiiintt-t'.l
m )  JiKt raters.

Length Prior, 
of ilei k. e r r .  free 

No. 1, 16in„ 5s. 6d. 
No. 2 ,18in., 7s. 9d. 
No. 3, 20ln., 10s. 9d. 
No. *, 221n., 15s. Od. 
No. 5, 24ln., 17s. 6d. 
No. 6. 26in„ 22s. 6d.

No. 1 is Bermuda ringed, the 
others cutter rigged, as lier 
engraving. Nos. 4, s, and (5 
have flying jih  extra.

■Inst published, New Illustrated "L is t"  ol above and 
latest Designs of Yachts. Magnificent Locomotors, Marine, 
anil haunch Engines, Dynamos, New Designs of Launch 
Jlotovs. Special Ships’ Fittings, etc., etc. Send for one to
day; p o s t free one stamp.

CLYDE MODEL DOCKYARD AND ENGINE DEPOT,
iArtfcl V a t-h t B u i l tU r * .  E ’xjtnr.r.rfi, tout B t e c l r i e i i in e ,

A R G Y L L  A R C A D E ,  G L A S G O W .  NB.
K S T A B L IS U K D  1789. M O D E L S  T O  SCALP..

Writing Exercises and Letters 
made a Pleasure by Using a

“ SW AN” 
FOUNTAIN

PEN.
A  V E R Y  S E N S I B L E  

P R E S E N T  F O R  

Y O U T H S — O N E  

W H I C H  W I L L  

A I D  T H E M  I N  

S C H O O L  

W O R K .

*  THREE S IZES : 

10/6, 16/6, 
2 5 -

Post Free. 
W r i t e  f o r  C a t a l o g u e .

The ideal pen for 
Shorthand.

T H E  NEXT B EST THING TO  THE 
“ SW AN" IS T H E  “ C YG N ET” STYLO,

3  -  a n d  5 >

Mabie, Todd & Bard, Manufacturers,
93, CHEAPSIDB, LONDON. E.C.

95a, Regent St., W., and 3, Exchange St., Manchester,
vr of all Stationery.

r

DAVENPORT’S

I Cricket Balls
A r e  V e r y  G o o d  * •

• • • • a n d  C h e a p .

So are his Bats l
•  ©

PLE A  SE  SE N D  TO

!*
i
i♦
c

|20, Eldon St., Liverpool St., London,!
w t| EOTl P R IC E  L IS T . |
! _  II

b o o k s  w o r t h  b u y i n g .
Twenty Years of Kent Cricket ............. Is.
History of Cricket in Sussex ... -  ... S'J.
History of Amateur Boxing Association ... 6d.
Cricket Champions of 1897 .......................  3d.
Cricket Comicalities ................................. 2d.
Laws of Cricket, with special article “ How

to Prepare a Cricket Pitch ’ ’ ............. 2d.
Football F'unniosities ... ■ ... l i “ .

W R IG H T &  CO., 20, Patornaater Sq u a re .

THE MOST NUTRITIOUS.

E P P S ’S
GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

C O C O A
BREAKFAST-SUPPER.

$

M IL K -C H O C O L A T E
T H E  M O S T  N O U R I S H I N G * A & D  

D E L I C I O U S  S W E E T M E A T  i n  t h e  WOTlLD.

N O  I M I T A T I O N  H A S  
T H E  C H A R M  o f  P C T C R S a

6<L TabUtt <t 0 1. U. Croquettes. Sold ev*rinthrre 
Solti Agenti (trade only), 3 .J . Mackenzie 4  Co , Ltd., Wvllclose 3q, London.

a
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Kstaiiusiikh  18-Mi. C apital t;75i«ĵ '

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S ,

[A thing worth noting! 
S our wearing apparel

as well as
YOUR BEDDING 

should bear this 
TRADE MARK.

W hy?
[Because this Brand is 
the best, and, therefore^ 
t he cheapest in the end ; 

and further, it is

PURE WOOL ONLY.
126, Regent Street, W.

J456,Strand (Charing Cross), W.C.1 
30, Sloane Street, S.W.

115, Victoria Street, S.W.
(6 doors West of A. A  N. Stores !

8 5  &  8 6 ,  Cheapside, E.C.

'PU RE WOOL df General TAILORS: 
42, Conduit Street, W.

r 7 D r .  J a e g e r ’ s  " H e a l t h  C u l t u r e "  (18 8  p p . )  
a n d  P r i c e  L i s t  s e n t  f r e e .

Postage Stamp Albunu.
New edition, Greatly enlarged and up-to-date.
Fifteen Prize Medals have been awarded to these albums in (he 

pa-t seven years at Paris, Chicago, Geneva, London, etc. eir 
Improved Album, No. 0, 170 pm.-rs, bound in doth, 

for 4,70(1 stamps, and 50 stumps presented gratis, in a packet nith 
each alijum. Price Is, 3d. ’

N.B.—The [average sale of this album in 1S99 was I 200 per 
month, '  1

Strand Postage Stamp Album. Prices 2s. Od., as., it ss.M 
Best value in the trade. Profusely illustrated, four plates of ihc 

watermarks (an atlas of special up-to-date maps in (lie best eth- 
tions). Geographical and Historical Notes at the head of eai-ii 
country. Spaces for from 8,000 to 11,000 stamps. Size Win. In 
71in. . " '
’ im perial Postage Stamp Albums. Price “s. ed. to 70s. 

each.
During the past decade about 46,000 ot these albums hive been 

sold ; they are the prem ier stamp albums of the duv, ami 
the sale has greatly increased every year. Circular with lull par
ticulars and sample pages gratis on application to S. Gibbons, Ltd.

Stanley^ Gibbons’ Priced Stamp Catalogues are those 
universally accepted and used by all dealers as the basis of their 
prices, and have been adopted generally by all the F.xchange 
Clubs. In two volumes, price 2s. 3d. each, about 11,000 beautiful 
illustrations, reproduced by permission of the Inland Revenue 
authorities, by photography.

Yol. I. Stamps of Great Britain and her Colonies, 224 pa;es.
Vol. II. Stamps of Foreign Countries, 350 pages.

LAR G E N E W  P R O S P E C TU S .
With full details of all Stamp Albums, Catalogues, Handbooks, and 
list of nearly 2,000 Sets and Packets at Bargain Prices, sent post 
free on application.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . , s t a r a p  ^ I T s r ^ o .
(O p po sit e  H o te l  C k c il ), L O N D O N ,  W .C .

The ‘ M A R V E L,’ 3d.
5 5  DIFFERENT STAMPS 5 5

Including Imperial Chinese Post, Hayti Republic, Persian 
Empire, Canada (2c., Map of World), Mauritius, Bulgarin. 
Queensland, Cuba, Spain (War Tax, 1899), U.S. America War 
Revenue (Ironclad!, Costa Itiea, Dutch Indies, Portugal, Set 
of 3 New Issue Holland, also a set of 5 Luxemburg, etc., etc. 
3 d .  POSTAGE I d .  EXTRA.

IN  A D D IT IO N , every Purchaser of the above Packet aprbing for d 
selection of our " I d e a l "  A p p r o v a l  S h e e ts  will receive
G R A TIS , S E T  O F  5 B O R N E O  &  LABUAN,
N O T I C E .—The al>ove Packet is offered foralim ited  period simply** an 

advertisement. Only one Packet supplied to eacll |*tsod.
IS -  NEW 1900 LIST NOW READY, 80 pages, post free 

and gratis. New Packets, New Sets, New 1900 Albums, 
etc., etc.

E R R I N G T O N  8c m a r t i n ,
S O U T H  H A C K N E Y , LONDON-

A TALE OF THE LAST BOER WAR

By H. Rider Haggard.
192 PAGES. SIXPENCE. POST FREE, 8d.

T H E  FIN EST S T O R Y  EVER WRITTEN, 
EVERYONE SH OULD READ IT.

GEORGE NEWNES, LIMITED,
7 to 1/, Southampton Street, S t r a n d , W.L



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . r , i

T H E  S E C O N D  E D IT IO N  O F  T H E

UNIVERSAL STANDARD CATALOGUE
O F  T H E

POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE WORLD
I S  3 S T O  W  R E A D Y

It is n o t  a reprint o f the first edition, it has h e c i revised throughout, a large propor
tion has been entirely re-written and re-arranged, and the whole reset in fresh type. The 
alterations, especially in prices, are very num erous and im portant, and great care lias been 
taken in the pricing, in order that the t r u e  m a r k e t  V a l u e  of every stam p may be 
given. A ll stam ps known to have been issued up to M a r c h ,  1 9 0 0 ,  arc included, and 
e v e r y  s t a m p  i s  p r i c e d .

THOUSANDS OF ILLUSTRATION S. THE LATEST, B E ST  AND CHEAPEST  
CATALOGUE PUBLISHED.

Complete in one volume, 1 .3 , post free. Interleaved Edition, cloth gilt, 2  6 ,  post free.
Sew id-page Price List of Packets, Sets, Albums and other philatelic requisites scut on receipt of Id. stamp for postage 

Monthly List of Philatelic Novelties, 6d. per annum, post free.

W H I T F I E L D  K I N G  8 c G O . ,  I P S W I C H -  (Established 31 Years.)

THIRTY DIFFERENT SWEDEN GRATIS!
No. 336 M ONSTER P R IZE  PA C K E T  contains 120  
ilitferrtiL imimtintf Guatemala, Mexico, Greece Olympic Games, Finland, 
1‘uU't, I'lnlti’iiK'g, Venezuela, Uruguay, Decc&ti, Olombin, Victoria, New 
Zealand Life lusiminre, Argentine, Bosnia. Bulgaria, Turkov, Luxemburg, 
I’.S.A., Omaha, New Smith Wales Jubilee, Japan,etc,, etc. Post fre«, 7d 
in each packet we will also include, simulv as an advertisement, a 
nmsntriernt pet of T H IR T Y  different SW E D E N , including O fficia l 
mid O bsolete Issues. 1’Icase mention T ii«  c’apt a is*

/ffwWi'ftfeti Price Li$t and Approval Selections sent Post Free 
o n  appitertfmu,

ALFRED G ILB E R T St CO., W c sto n -S u p c^M a re .
A n i l T i C  T Set of 4 Sierra Leone Unused Id., 3d., 6d.t 

I  | g   ̂ le. (value 3$. 6d.), to all purchasing 3s.
worth from our cheap approval sheets. 

(Send Stamped Envelope for sheets.)
U p i  I M A Y  •• Packet—100 Stamps, including rare New  

w L IH lflA  B ru n sw ic k , West Australia, L ab u an , 
Canada obsolete (maple leaf), Old N e w fo u n d la n d , Barba* 
does, surcharged G u a te m a la , Japan high value, P ersia , 
Natal, N orth B o rn e o , British Guiana, surcharged Bungei 
Ujong, Brazil, O r a n g e  S ta t e s , T ra n sv a a l, etc.

Genuine B a rg a in  fo r Is. Id . (w o rth  4s.b 
THE CIRCUS S TA M P  Co., 179-181, R egent St*. W.

>1 A Y  P A C K E T . 110 different, 6 4 .  in* 
eluding Argentine, Brazil, Cuba, Ceylon. Canada lJubilee 3e.L Finland, 

Gibraliar, Ihivti, Malta i2>, Queensland^), Porto Hico, Transvaal, Tr&v- 
antore. GRATIS large Lint Sots. Sheets j«l. S u m j*  uuwarda. 250 
Mounts gratia to all who apply for sheets. Agents wanted. Prizes besides 
good ■liscounin. !ioo different stamps, 3s. ; 1,000. Ifo. mounted, clean and

O R A  FOREIGN STA M P S  (all genuine), including Trans
vital, orange Free Slate, Lorenco Marques, Congo, 

Senegal, Horta, Costa Rica. Perforation Gauge, 5d. Mounts 
500 (or bl. post free in Great Briiain, Sheets on approval.
_ CAMPBELL, INGLES & Co., Carlisle.

THE INVINCIBLE PACKET, No. 94.
. Worth 4s. Our Price, 4id.

Tlij> marvellous packet contains the following 25 genuine, clean and per- 
>i»*riineos: C r lttsh  S e y c h e lle s  Islands, Eritrea, Italian Colonies,

Benin i • - " • • * ...................- ■ * * -----

T i l l
rlu

tine. Au.t i i Kikr., Caj»e. Japanese China unused. Barbados, Holland 
'fw. a*nl run- unused FIJI Is la n d s . Price 4fcd-* postage Id. extra. As a 
Mim d inducement »*•** will givrtocJI purchasers of above Packet a Mag* 
infi' nii Set of 5 ui- cd M ex.co 1687 Issue, w orth la . 
i ^ T l  ART A CO.T Mump Importer . SPRING G ltoV K, I8LEW0HTH

Sl»KCI/fl£ v m W ftW  P/ICKKTp.
„  No. 13. POST FREE. 4d.
CONTAINS 100 WELL MIXED STAM PS  from all parts 

pf tlie World, and is undoubtedly the cheapest ever offered, 
includes Labmiu (Jubilee 0c„ very scarce), Trinidad (obsolete), 
truguay (scarce 1884 issue), Belgium (1869), Nicaragua, Guatc- 
!l’“ !n' British Guiana, Bavaria I50pf.), Bermuda, Greece (olil 
ins- issia-X New South Wales (4d. Captain Cook), France (old 
' !"Pire), i’ovto Kieo (188*2, used), Portuguese India (scarce and 
"“ ‘"lotei. Brazil, Cape Colony, Natal, Venezuela, Bulgaria(sur- 
cUnrged), Canada (figures), etc., etc. Post free , 4d.
. A p p ro val 8 H eeta .
»i i !e SĜection now on sale. Semi for one, and see low prices 
“hil Inigo discount. Special list No. 1A now ready. Pool free.

ED W A R D  C O O P E R  & C O .,
H, Archway Rd., Highgate, London, N. (Established 1S7U.)

A B S O L U T E L Y  F R E E .

300 RARE FOREIGN STAMPS.
Including United States rare W a r Stam p, Om aha and Columbus 
Centenary, t»air of New South W ales Jubilee. Straits Settle* 
m ea ts (N ative State*. Spain W a r  T ax,G uatem ala, Natal,India, 
English A rm y Official, S. Australia, and a lot of 15 Canada, com* 
prising 18t>9. M aple L eases, Jubilee Figure, and Map issues. This 
lot alone is well worth is. The sum of 4d. must l>e enclosed to cover cost of 
packing and postage, but ibis amount will be refunded on first purchase. 

Approval Selections sent. Postage abroad 8d. extra.
S p e c ia l B a r g a in —7 5  Selected Used Stamiw, all different, 3d.

R. KING & CO. (Box. A), Brlsllngton, BRISTOL.

30 D IF F E R E N T  C U B A , 2 -
30 different Norway  is. I 20 different Nicaragua Is-
20 „ Sweden.............. 6d. 20 „ Salvador  is.
8 ,, U.S.A. Columbus Is. j 15 „  Finland............ 6d,

No. 234 Excelsior Packet contains SO 
different Stamps, including Nicaragua, 
Brazil, Sweden (Service), Chili, Costa Kiea, 
Horta, India, New Zealand, Portugal, Trans
vaal, Turkey, Egypt, Zambesia, Bosnia, 
China, Guatemala, Austria, Canada, Cuba, 
Japan, Timor, Luxemburg, New Zealand, 
Belgium, etc., etc., post free, 7d.

In addition to the Stamps mentioned, we 
shall include in every No. 234 Packets Set 
of Eight Mexican Stamps.

Excelsior Stamp Albums from Is. fc 
75s. Prospectus free.

P R IC E  L IS T , 5 2  E A R E S , P O ST  F R E E .
FI LL or NOVELTIES ASD “  UP-TO-DATE."

APPROVAL SELECTIONS UPON APPLICATION.
B X J T L E R  B E O S . ,  C L E V E D O N .

For CERTAIN SATISFACTION
ASK for and INSIST UPON 

getting the
20th 

CENTURY 
AIR-RIFLE.

Shoots B.B.Sliot or Darts 
with sufficient force to kill Rats, 

Ac., at 50ft. Useful and Amusing for 
Admts, yet a Safe Toy lor Children. 

WHITE 7 0 -0 .41/fi, <t:hlres* of ttraresl wtfut to “ C" Drpt..
WM. E. PECK & Co., 8, Bradford Avenue, London,

Weight,
2 lbs.



I V A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

GOOD NEWS FOR STOUT PERSONS.
M ARVELLOUS SUCCESS OF THE RUSSELL TREATMENT.

“  I t is a m atter fo r  congratulation that obesity is taking its proper place as a disease, and is receiving tlini 
scientific attention w hich  it has long deserved. It does not follow  that a person need to be the size of Sir J o , 
Falstaff to show that he is unhealthily fat. A ccord ing  to a person ’s height so should his weight eorresnon l" 
and this standard has been prepared by M r. !■'. <J. Russell, W oburn  H ouse, B edford Square, London \v'r 
that anyone can see at a glance w hether or  no he is too stout. P eople  in the past have been w on t’ to reckrd 
fatness as constitutional, and som ething to be laughed at rather than to be prescribed for  seriously. But this is 
evidently an error, as persons w hose m ode o f life has caused a certain  excess of flesh require treating for the 
cause o f that excess, not for  m erely stopping further increase, but bv  rem oving the cause itself. It is astonish 
m g how  long we go on perpetuating error, and how  difficult it is to m ake people disbelieve anvthing no matter 
how  palpably false the principle, if  it has becom e at all firm ly fixed in the public mind ' These facts with 
regard to obesity, however, are so obvious that there ought to  be no difficulty about their acceptance when ones 
they becom e known ; and, as a m atter o f  fact, the im m ense num ber o f persons who have already acknowledged 
their truth by recording their benefits from  Mr. R ussell’ s treatm ent is sim ply wonderful. It is marvellous how 
this ‘ Pasteur ’ and ‘ K o c h ’ o f E nglish  discoverers can actually reduce as m uch as U lbs. in seven davs with a 
sim ple herbal rem edy. H is book (250 pages) only costs 3d. post free, and he is quite w illing to afford all in 
form ation  to those sending as above. ] t  is really w orth  reading .” — Southport Visitor.

MODEL STEAM ENGINES.
S e n d  at once (4 
penny stamps) for 
our Splendid New 
Enlarged Catalogue 
with over 130 Illiis- 
trations of Moiitl 
Vertical, Horizon
ta l,  Locomotive, 
Marine, Screw, and 
Paddle E n g in e s . 
Castings and Fin
ished Parts for con
structing same, nil

sizes. Brass, Copper, anil Steel Boilers, Propellers, Paddle [ 
Wheels, Engine, and Boiler Fittings, Oil and Gas Engines, 
Dynamos, E'octro Motors, Electric Scarf Pins, Lamps, Bat
teries, Bells, etc., etc.
W. MACMILLAN & CO., Engineers and Modellers,

I f . U l  S T H E E T ,  A L L O A ,  ,Y.IS.

SILVER  Q U E E N  CYCLES
_ \  Ox Monthly Payments. Enor-
* *  -— - ninus stock. Few and second 

hand. FKOM (O - MONTHLY. 
Carriage paid. Free wheels and 

[ rim brakes. Illustrated Price 
Lists Post Free to any addukss. 

m , , . T he SiLVKit Qciu-.n- Cyci.k Co.,
L td., 221, Tottenham Court Road. London, \v.

“ TH E  MODEL ENGINEER 
AND AM ATEUR ELECTRICIAN"

Is a splendid pajwr for those interested in 
Uotkl Kiiuincfi, Railways, Lnimnotivet,steam* 
tontKtSainnftYftchtg, Latin’s.Tools, liynaui"*, 
Motors, Electric Light. LcIIh, Ittiltones,Toil.*, 
Telephones, Electrical E*)Hjrinn-nt>, and 
Scientific Novelties of all kinds. Full of pn*o 
tied  articles, photographs, and working 
drawing. Send frr specimen copy, post fret, 
iid., to any part of the wnrhl. Knrngn jtaim s 
accepted from abroad. I>A\VB.\ UN&WARD, 
Ltd., flc., Farriogdon Avenue, London, E.C.

THE KIND OF BAT TO BUY.
■—  ------♦---------------

A  b o y  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  b a t  o f  e x a c t l y  t h e  r i g h t  s i z e  a n d  w e i g h t ,  a n d  s o  s h o u l d  
a  m a n .  T h e r e  i s  n o  p r o p e r  s t a n d a r d  o f  g r a d u a t e d  s i z e s  a t  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  s o  w e  

p r o p o s e  t o  r e m e d y  t h i s  d e f i c i e n c y  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  b y  g i v i n g  o u r  r e a d e r s  a l l  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  o u r  p o w e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  b a t s  t h e y  s h o u l d  b u y .  M r .  C .  B .  T r y  l ias  

k i n d l y  p r o m i s e d  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t .

S e n d  u s  a  l e t t e r  c o n t a i n i n g  s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e ,  a n d  s t a t e ,  i n  t a b u l a t e d  f o r m ,  
y o u r  ( i )  H e i g h t ;  ( 2 )  A g e ;  ( 3 )  W e i g h t ;  { 4 )  C h e s t  M e a s u r e m e n t .  T h e n  w e  c a n  t e l l  
y o u  w h e r e  t o  b u y  y o u r  b a t ,  w h a t  s i z e  b a t  t o  g e t ,  a n d  w h a t  p r i c e  t o  g i v e .  S e c r e 
t a r i e s  o f  s c h o o l  c l u b s  s h o u l d  f i n d  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  v e r y  u s e f u l .

M a r k  l e t t e r s ,  “  C a p t a i n  B a t , ”  a n d  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r  i n  t h e  u s u a l  w a y .



T H E  C A P T A I N .

Contents for May, spoo.
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L O R D  G E O R G E  S A N G E R  A N D  H I S  C I R C U S  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  W .  S i d e b o t h a m

With Illustrations from Photographs by George N ewnes, I.t d .

A  W O N D E R  O F  T H E  W A R  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

“ M Y  B E S T  F R I E N D ”  . . .  . . .  . .  . . . B y R e a d e r s  o e  “ T h e  C a p t a i n ”

S O M E  E N G L I S H  S C H O O L S  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

D aniel  Stew art 's Co l l e g e ; School H a l l , Hcry St . Edmund 's ; K esgrave H a ll ,
Ipswich ; D enstone College ; Congregational School, Caterh am .

I ) E S B O R O U G H :S  C H E E K  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  I I .  S r .  J o h n  S e a m e r

Illustrated by T. M. R. W ih tw elu

S O M E  H I N T S  O N  N E T  P R A C T I C E ,  a n d  A n s w e r s  t o  C o r r e s p o n d e n t s

C .  B .  Fry

THE TH REE SCOUTS. ( C  h a p t e r s  Y . — Y I I I . )  . . .  . . .  F r e d . W h i s h a w
Illustrated by George Soper.

“ M V  F A V O U R I T E  C H A R A C T E R  I N  F I C T I O N . ”  ( “ A d a m  B e d e .’7

A r c h i b a l d  N e a l e

B R I T A I N ’S  B I G G E S T  S T E A M S H I P S  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  J .  A .  K a y
With Illustrations from Photographs.

TALES OF GREYHOUSE SCHOOL. ( N o .  7) “ J .  O .  J o n e s . ” )
Illustrated by E. F. Skinner. R .  S .  W . V R R E N  B e l l

W H E N  Y O U  L E A V E  S C H O O L .  ( X . — H o w  t o  J o i n  t h e  N a v y .)
With Illustrations from Photographs. A  E  M  WN1NG FOSTER

T H I R T E E N  M U L E S  A N D  A N  A S S  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  G .  W o o d

Illustrated by G. M. Dodshon.

H O W  T H E Y  B R O U G H T  T H E  G O O D  N E W  S  . . .  . . .  . . .  A '  W i l l i a m s
Illustrated by T. M. R. W iiitwki.l.

T H E  S T A M P  C O L L E C T O R .  ( A  C h a t  o n  P e r f o r a t i o n s .)  . . .  H .  M .  G o o c h
With Illustrations. -
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

C O N T E N T  S — continued

ACTON’S FEUD. ( C i  IAPTERS V . — 'V I I I . )  
Illustrated by T. M. K. W h itw ell .

W H A T  W E  T H I N K  O F  B O Y S  . . . . . . . . . . . . .

W H A T  T H E  O W L  T H I N K S  . . . . . . . . . . . . .
With Illustrations.

S T A G E  S T R U C K  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Illustrated by CjltORGE SOPER.

H O W  T O  C A T C H  T R O U T  , . . . . . . . . . . . .
With Illustrations.

“ T H E .  C A P T A I N ”  P U Z Z L E  C O R N E R  . . .  

H O W  S H O R T H A N D  W R I T E R S  “ T R I P  ”  

“ T H E  C A P T A I N ”  C H E S S  C O R N E R  . . .  

S C H O O L  M A G A Z I N E S  R E V I E W E D  . . .

S P E C I A L  P A G E S  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

“ C A P T A I N ”  C O M P E T I T I O N S  F O R  M A Y

“ T H E  O L D  F A G ” — E D I T O R I A L . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A N S W E R S  T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  . . .  

R E S U L T S  O F  M A R C H  C O M P E T I T I O N S

p a g e .
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. . .     18 8

... ... ... ... 1 9 0

............................................................ i92

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for any MSS., photographs, or drawings submitted to him, but when 
stamps are enclosed he will endeavour to return those contributions of which he cannot make use.

T he Captain mill be forwarded direct from the Offices of George Ncwnes, Limited, to any part of the world, post 
free for one year for .9s. Cases for Lind log l os. 1. rt II. may be obtained from any Bookseller for Is. Cfl. each; or 
post free for Is. 9d. each direct from the Office, l ots. I. cf II. arc note ready, price 6s. each, or post free Gs. 6d.

A rm y (all branches), H ig h e r C ivil Serv ice, &  U n ive rs ity  « PREPARATION.

JOHN GIBSON, M.A.
(FIRST CLASS, CAMBRIDGE),

Late of Uppingham and Westminster;
Educational Medallist at Antwerp, 

Bordeaux, and Brussels International 
Exhibitions.

G. LOLY, B.A.
(FIRST CLASS, LONDON),

Author ot “ The Illustrated French 
Grammar,” e tc .;

Spanish, German, and Italian Examiner 
at the City of London College.

LARGE STAFF OF SPECIALIST TUTORS. SMALL CLASSES. INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION.
Over 3,000 successes to date in Competitive and Pass Examinations. Pupils received at (1) 115, Et.nry Street, S.W., tl-e \\ ist End Lujjc 

of Ouernmore; (2) 141S, Victoria Road, Upper Norwood, the resident department of qucrrmorc; (3) 24, Chancery Lane, tor 
Examinations; (4, n, Fenclnmh Street, F,.C. (H. Foulks Lynch & Co.) for Chartered Accountants' Examinations only. O '"  -w 
successes January to Jitlv, lj:to, onlv, includin'; six F irst  places and 45 Honours. I'rosprc'as and full particulars on application l"

M e s s rs . G IB S O N  & LO LY, 18, V ic to ria  R o a d , U p p e r N o rw o o d .



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . v i i

U ST -A/r'O 'lR .A .X . H I B T O B Y .

W A TK IN S  &  D O N C A S TE R ,
N A T U R A L IS T S ,

36, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
kc.t.-p in stock every description of Apparatus, Cabinets, 

Books, and Specimens for Collectors of
BIRDS’ EGGS, BUTTERFLIES and MOTHS, &c„ &c.

BIRDS’ EGGS, BUTTERFLIES, SKINS,
Shells, Curios, and all kinds o f Apparatus.

Netfl* Store Boxes, Pins. Setting Boards, Cabinets, Drills, Blowpipes, Label 
Lists for sale at reasonable prices. SPECIAL*—Eggs of Snapping and 
mud Turtles, Hd. each: Hed-legged Water Tortoise, ]s .; Guillemot, 2d.; 
Common and Arctic Tern, l id . ; liedtdiank, -Id.; Curlew, 7d.; Fulmar 
Petrel, 8d. S K IN S  —Humming Birds’, 54., 6d., and 9d, each. 3$ Species 
British Marine Shells, Darned, Us. 9d. Nest of Trai>-4oor Spider, Is. Uhl. 
Postage, if less than 5s. w-rtli of Specimens, 3d. Brass Blowpipe and Steel 
Drill, post free, 7d- Send stamp for SO-page Price List, .

agglica C H A R LE S JE F F E R Y S, N atu ralist, Tatbury, Gloucestershire.

RIGHFORD’S “ PISTOL GRIP” SALOON OR GARDEN GUN,
Long Block 

Safety Action. 
In No. 1,2, and 
3 Size Bores,

12/6 either Bore. These guns without doubt are the verybest value in the 
market; for the Saloon or Garden they are just the very thing. The stock is 

of walnut, nicely polished, checkered grip, blued barrel, and nickelled fittings. The action of 
breech allows no escape of gas, the extracting principle is most simple and effective. Ball 
Cartridges for No. 1, TJd. per 100; Shot ditto, 1/4 per 100. Don’t forget our well-known Cheap 

Saloon or Garden Gun at 7/6, No. 1 only. Our Gem Air Guns, No. l.from 13/6. Air Pistols, in box, complete, 2 3, 
post 4d. Daisy Air Guns, 3/9, post Cd. B.B. Shot for same, 6d. per lb. box,post 4d. Darts for same, Hd, per doz.. 

The “  Vacuum,’’ or “ Harmless” Pistol, with Target,2/-, post free. Ditto, N.P., 3/-, post free. Our celebrated 
■22 calibre, 12/6 each. Prices of Cartridges for same, B.B. Caps, lid . 100; C.B. Caps, 1/2 100; -22 

Short, 1/3 100. ________________________________
Our W ell-known 1-Plate “ Gem ”  Camera, 6/6, post free. Our 34 by 24 Express Hand Camera, 5,6, post free. 

Ail kinds o f Cameras and accessories In stock. Send fo r  our lists post free.

Iiost free, 
ienungton Pattern Rifles,

C . R IC H F O R D  &  C O ., 153, F L E E T  S T R E E T ,  L O N D O N , E .C . E sta b lish ed  1876.

H. GRADIDCE & SONS,
P aten tees and  Sale M a k ers  o f  the C elebrated

‘ Imperial Driver B a t ’
M ANUFACT1R..R8 OF ALL ARTICLES FOR

CRICKET, RACQUET, LAWN TENN IS, FOOTBALL, FIVES, GOLF, 
POLO, CROQUET, HOCKEY, ETC,, ETC.

T h e

‘Imperial Driver Bat.
(Patent No. 27,536 )

I .  C .  ■ I C L A K E I ,  E s q . ,
All England & Lancashire 

County, writes :—
‘ ‘ County C isickut G round, M .:'C’I " ter,

July 20th, 1897.— D ru t R:n.— 1 w.mt you to 
ltindlv make specially for me 3 Presentation 15 :ts 
for B oys who got 50 and over for H -rrow  r. Eton.
• . . I have chosen S ix  o fy o u r  B a ts  th is  sea~ :n , 
and they g iv e  th e g r e a te s t  sa tisfa ctio n . To-day I've 
made l io  not o u t ». Yorks, w ith  one of you r w hite Br t̂Oj 
and all the players rem arked w hat a nice bat it seem ed.

Y ours tru ly, A . C. M acL A R E N .
Factory—

ARTILLERY PLACE, WOOLWICH, S.E

Used by ail 
the Leading Batsmen 

of the Day.



V lll A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

‘JUNO’ GYCLES T h e  Very B eet.
T h e  m o s t  U p -to -D a te . 
For L ad ies a n d  Q ente .

Free or Fixed Wheels.
Monthly.

£8 10 0 ... £0 14 2
£11 0 0 ... £0 18 4
£11 11 0 ... £0 19 3
£12 0 0 ... £1 0 0
£12 12 0 ... £1 1 0
£14 0 0 ... £ 1 3  4

8 Mthly. Carriage Paid .
6 Ditcount fo r  Cath.

Road Racer and t £10 0 ... £0 16 
Light Roadster l £10 10 ... £0 17 
Write at cnee for New Season's Price List of Juno Cycles and Accessories 

lover loo paxes), sent post free.
L A R G E  J U N O  C Y C L E  R I D I N G  S C H O O L .  P u r c h a s e r s  F r e e .

M ETR O P O LITA N  M A C H IN IS TS ’ CO., Ltd.,
7 5 -76 . B I8H O P SG A T E  STRE ET W IT H O U T , LONDON, E.C. 

And at PIC CAD ILLY CIRCUS. LONDON, W ,
Tyre Bell, 2/- Scorcher Brake, 1 /- , Standard Cyclometer (ln.000 mis.), 1/10

For Restless Babies.

A  B o o k l e t  o f  Lullabies a n d  Cradle , 
Songs, w i t h  w o r d s  a n d  m u s i c ,  w i l l  i 
b e  sen t fr e e  t o  a n y o n e  m e n t i o n i n g  

t h i s  p a p e r ,  b y  FRAME FOOD CO., 
Ltd., Battersea, London, S.W. 
A p p l i c a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  m a d e  o n  p o s t -  i 
c a r d s  o n l y .  1

v w w w w w w w w w w w w w w w w v

f o r  . .

CRICKET, TENNIS,m
C o  to E. GROVE <Estd.

70
Years),

TH E  C H E A P E S T  & B E S T  HOUSE.
C R IC K E T  B A TS .

Youths’ from 3/-; full size,4 6 
Special “  All-Cane ” .........7/6

C R IC K E T  B A LLS .
The “ Reliable" (composi

tion), regulation size ... 1/3
The “ Ranji"  ..................2/9
The “ Marylebone," treble 

seam, quartered match 5/6
S T U M P S  f r o m  2 /6  p e r  s e t .

BATTING GLOYES from 5/- 
per pair.

G A U N T L E T S  f r o m  3 /9  p e r  p r .  

L E G  G U A R D S  „  4/- „

A n d  e v e r y  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e  

G a m e  a t  l o w e s t  p o s s i b l e  

p r i c e s .

Illustrated Catalogue sent 
Post Free.

Orders over 10/- carriage paid 
to any pnrt of the United 

Kingdom.

E. GROVE, 272, 274, EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON. W.

Our Heroes & South African War
TTnder the above title MESSRS. GEORGE NEWNES, L td ., are issuing a particularly interesting,

beautiful, and entirely novel Series of

SO UVEN IRS O F  T H E  W AR.
In a handsomely ornamented Portfolio are collected T W E N T Y -T W O  P O R T R A IT S  o f  OFFICERS  

anti MEM  whose position, or heroic deeds, have gained for them distinction and public appreciation.

These portraits are magnificently reproduced in the highest style of art, and in suitably designed and embellished 
frames. Each portrait is accompanied by a short biographical sketch of the subject. The size of the Portfolio is about Tins, 
by loins., the portrait being kept in place by a neat band and the folds of the cover, on which some appropriate Terses by 
Tennyson are printed.

The Series w ill be Complete in about 1 2  parts, and the First contains the following:—
Field-M arshal Lord R oberts, K.P., 
M ajor-General Lord Kitchener, G.C.B., 
General Sir R edvors Buller, G.C.B., 
Lieutenant-General J. D. P. French, 
General Symons,
General w auchope,
G eneral H ector MacDonald.
Genoral W oodgate,
C olonel Baden-Powell.
Colonel Kekewlch,
Captain Congreve, V.C.,

Lieutenant R oberts, V.C.,
C orporal Nurse. V.C., ,
Captain A ntlll (commanding Australians), 
Colonel Lessard (in charge of Canadians), 
Lieutenant-Colonel Goff,
M arquis o f W inchester, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Northcote,
M ajor Plum be, R.M.,
Commander Ethelston. R.N.. 
Lieutenant Egerton, R.N.,
Captain W alter.

P A R T  I . ,  P O S T  F R E E  8 d .,  IS  N O W  R E A D Y .  — ___
7 - 1 2 ,  SOUTHAMPTON STREET, STRAND, " W - C -*



A 1W K R T T S E M 15N T S .

FRANK SUGG
THE PRACTICAL CRICKETER and ATHLETE, whose 

PRACTICAL and RELIABLE. C a t a l o g u e

TENNIS RACQUETS. C R IC K E T  B A T S .
4 :t, G/6, 8/(1, lit/-, 12 r,,

15/, IS,0. f 1,11 itc-h  .................... 11 C
„  „  Ranji .................... .......... 15/-

CRICKET SHIRTS* )t Suggcoss.................... ,.,12/b
1/6,2/C, !l-li, 4 0. "  ” f '0"  ,..................................... 3,I *\\ „ „ hlvnkcr ............................  , 0

CRICKET BAGS. „ „ slogger....................................5 11
4’:ir|,el .. .. .. 4 6, 6 6, 7.6, 10V! Size I, all Cane Handle .. 4/6, 6/6, S/6
L-allier.. . . Is 6, 25/-, 36 -. ,, 5, ,, ,, .. 5/6, 8/-, 16 6

AIR GUNS. „ 6, „ ,, .. 6,6,6V,, 12/6
:1 "■ 4/9’ W  ^  - 2V" CRICKET BOOTS.

PISTOLS, 2/11, 3,6. White R u c k  .. .. 10/(1, 15/-, 22/0.
CRICKET SHOES, 3/9, 6 9, 7 0. „ C a n v a s ...................... 5J- )> o s t  free.

32, Lord Street,

. LIVERPOOL
"  Goods are thoroug ly
1 ‘ oxt I ' fe e .

C R IC K E T TR OUSERS.
5.9, 7/9, 10,0, 15,-.

M A TC H  BALLS.
3,0, 4/6, 5/6, 6/6.

B A TTIN G  GLOVES.
3/0, 4,0, 0/0, 7/8.
RUBBER HANDLES.

T l i e  “  C o u n l  v  ’ ’  . .  9 d . ;  p o s t  t r e e ,  1 - .

LEG GUARDS, 4/0, 0,0, 7/6, S/6, in 6.
SW EATERS, 2/9, 4/0, C/0, 7/9. 

R U N N IN G  SHO ES, 4 9, G O, 7/0, 9 9. 
DRAWERS OR VESTS, 1 , 1/9,  2,0.

r
PIPECLAY SUPERSEDED B Y

Pickering's “ Blanco:
For Whitening all Articles of Buff or Buckskin Leather, such as Military Equipments, 

White Helmets, Cricket Pads and Shoes, and a multitude of similar articles.

REMOVES S TA IN S  AND DISCOLORATIONS, AND ENSURES EVENNESS OF COLOUR,
AND A SO FT, SILKY SURFACE OF CLOSSY S A TIN -LIK E  APPEARANCE.

-Mlicit better and move convenient than Pipeclay, as there is no trouble of preparation, and is much
cheaper in the end.

Ct p |  A | j p n ”  is put up in cup shaped blocks (registered design), and with 
D L H U b U  'specially-made non-corrosive zinc box; it will be found the 

handiest article for the purposes named.

Sold at Canteens, also by Ironmongers, Saddlers, Jlrnsh makers, <Cr. 

Manufacturers:
JO S E P H  P IC K E R IN G  &  SO N S , S H E F F IE L D .

Branch Office: St. George’s House, Eastcheap, London, E C.

PRESENTS FOR BOYS.
No. 53. P rice 17 6

! ’•*.‘age 
r"l. • .rtra.

This Model Si earn 
Engine is only one 
of many kinds 
kept in stock to 
run on lines, 
which can he 
bought singly or 
in sets. All acces
sories lor Model 
Railways stocked,

, ’ - : S ta t io n s , turn-
laiiitv, signals, bridges, switch-iwints, etc. etc. AU prices, 
<9her (nr steam or clockwork. Send Id. fo r  Grand 
catalogue (100 Illustrations) of Games, Magic Lanterns, 
Elect rival Goods, Ships, Ship-fittings, etc,

3 3 ,  M a r k e t  S t r e e t ,
M A N C H ESTE R .WILES’ BAZAAR,

C h o c o la te  in P e rfe c tio n .

B U Y

KLAUS’S
GHOCOLAT A LA NOISETTE.

In T a b le t  fo r m .
Sold by all Confectioners and Stores in id. packets 

and upwards,
Facton/: Sole Agent (Trade onht),

L e  L o d e ,  S w i t z e r l a n d .  C .  T E N N A N T  S M I T H .

Offices and Show Rooms: 42 &44, Cheapside, E.O



v m A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

‘JUNO’ CYCLES T he Very B eet.
T he m e e t  U p -to -D a te . 
Tor L ad ies a n d  G ente.

Free or Fixed Wheels.
.Monthly.

£8 10 
£11 0 
£11 11 
£12 0 
£12 12 
£14 0

±•0 14 
£0 18 
1'C 1(1 
£1 0 
1-1 1 
i'l 3 

Carriage Paid. 
Discount fo r  Cash.

R o a d  R a c e r  a n d  < £ 1 0  0  . . .  " 1 0  16  8  M t h l y .
L i g h t  R o a d s t e r  i £ 1 0  1 0  . . .  £ 0  1 7  6  „
Write at once for New Seaton's TriM List of Juno Cycles and Accessories 

(over 100 liases), sent post free.
L A R G E  J U N O  C Y C L E  R I D I N G  S C H O O L .  P u r c h a s e r s  F r e e .

METROPOLITAN MACHINISTS’ CO., Ltd.,
7 5 -7 6 . BISH O PSG ATE STREET W IT H O U T , LONDON, E.C. 

A n d at PIC CAD ILLY CIRCUS. LONDON, W .
Tyre Bell, 2 /- Scorcher Brake, 1 /- , Standard Cyclometer (10,000 nils.), 1/10

For Restless Babies.

A  B o o k l e t  o f  Lullabies a n d  Cradle , 
Songs, w i t h  w o r d s  a n d  m u s i c ,  w i l l  i 
b e  sent fr e e  t o  a n y o n e  m e n t i o n i n g  

t h i s  p a p e r ,  b y  FRAME FOOD CO., 
Ltd., Battersea, London, S.W. , 
A p p l i c a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  m a d e  o n  p o s t -  i 
c a r d s  o n l y .  1

FOR

CRICKET, TENNIS,AN1 A“ TFS« «
G o to E. GROVE (Eatd,

70
Vears),

TH E C H E A P E S T  & B E S T  HOUSE. 
C R IC K E T  B A TS .

Youths' from 3/-; full size,4/6 
Special “  All-Cane ” ......... 7/6

C R IC K E T  B A LLS .
The “ Reliable ’ (composi

t i o n ) ,  r e g u l a t i o n  s i z e  . . .  1 /3

The “ Ranji ” ...................2/9
The“ Marylebone," treble 

Beam, quartered match S/6
STUMPS from 2/6 per set.
B A T T I N G  G L O Y E S  f r o m  5 / -  

p e r  p a i r .

G A U N T L E T S  f r o m  3 /9  p e r  p r .  

L E G  G U A R D S  „  4 / -  „

A n d  e v e r y  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e  

G a m e  a t  l o w e s t  p o s s i b l e  

p r i c e s .

Illustrated Catalogue sent 
Post Free.

Orders over 10/- carriage paid 
to any part of the United 

Kingdom.

E. GROVE. 272, 274, EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON, W.

Our Heroes the South African War
Under the above title MESSES. GEORGE NEWNES, L td., are issuing a particularly interesting,

beautiful, and entirely novel Series of

SOUVENIRS O F  T H E  WAR.
In a handsomely ornamented Portfolio are collected T W E N T Y -T W O  P O R T R A IT S  o f  OFFIOERS 

a nd M EN  whose position, or heroic deeds, have gained for them distinction and public appreciation.

These portraits are magnificently reproduced in the highest style of art, and in suitably designed and 
frames. Each portrait is accompanied by a short biographical sketch of the subject. The size of the 1 ortfolioi. vpr, es by 
by lOins., the portrait being kept in place by a neat band and the folds of the cover, on which some nppropria 
Tenuyson are printed.

The Series w ill he Complete in about 1 2  parts, and the First contains the following:—
Field-Marshal Lord Roberts, K.P., 
Major-General Lord Kitchener, G.C.B., 
General Sir Redvors Buller, G.C.B., 
Lieutenant-General J. D. P. French, 
General Symons,
General Waucbope.
General Hector MacDonald.
General Woodgate,
Colonel Baden-Powell,
Colonel Kekewleh,
Captain Congreve, V.C.,

Lieutenant Roberts, V.C.,
Corporal Nurse, V.C., . , .
Captain Antill (commanding Australians', 
Colonel Lessard (in charge of Canndians), 
Lieutenant-Colonel Goff,
Marquis of Winchester, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Northcote,
Major Plumbe, R.M.,
Commander Ethelston, R.N.. 
Lieutenant Egerton, R.N.,
Captain Walter.

7  — 1 2 1

P A R T  6d*, P O S T  F R E E  8 d .,  IS  N O W  R E A D Y . - __
SOUTHAMPTON' STREET, STRAN JO, W - a

- — :—- - •' . •"-:■■■ •• VsT*, ... ,1-.— L .t jgaAijtS
■.atc.vziz

A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . IV

THE PRACTICAL CRICKETER and ATHLETE, whose

TENNIS RACQUETS.
4 II, 6/6, 8/0, Kl'-, 1/ 6,

15/-, 18 0.
CRICKET SHIRTS.

1/6, 2/0, 3/(1, 4 0.
CRICKET BAGS.

Carper.................... 4 0,0 0,7-0,1(1/(1
l .c a l  In  r  . , . I s  (1, 2 5 / - ,  (ill -.

AIR GUNS.
•1 11. 1/9, 7/0, 10,(1, 1 .7 ,10/n, 22/0. 

PISTOLS, 2/11, 3/0. 
CRICKET SHOES, 3/9, 5 9, T O.

AL and RELIABLE, C ata logu e

C R IC K E T B A T S .
Full Size—Witch . . .

„ „ Suggoess.. .................12/b
,, ,, Hon ........ ...................10/-
,, ,* Klvnlvcr .. ................... 7 0
,. Slogger.... ...................... 5.!)

Size 4, all Cane Handle .. 4/(1, 0/(1, 8/(1
„ J’, ,, ,, .. .5/6, «/-, 1U'(!
1. {'» 7. .. ti./u, n;<t# 1 2 / 0

CRICKET BOOTS.
White Ruck .. .. lrt/0, 1 fl.'., ‘22/0.

„ Canvas .. .. . .5/- post Tree.

32, Lord Street,

LIVERPOOL
Goods are thoroug ly

Pont J'rcc.
CRICKET TROUSERS.

9,-9, 7/9, 10,0, 15,
MATCH BALLS.

3/6, 4/6, 5/6, 6/0.
BATTING GLOVES.

3/0, 4/6, 6/6, 7/0.
RUBBER HANDLES 

Tile “ County” .. (Id.; post free
LEG GUARDS, 4/6, 6,0, 7/6, 8/0, 1 

SWEATERS, 2/9, 4/6, C/fi, 7/9. 
RUNNING SHOES, 4/9, 6 6, 7/6, 
DRAWERS OR VESTS, 1/-, 1/9,

, U-. 
11 6.

PIPECLAY SUPERSEDED B Y

Pickerina’s “ Blanco.
F o r  Whitening- all Articles o f  Buff or Buckskin Leather, sueh as Military Equipments, 

White Helmets, Cricket Pads and Shoes, and a multitude of similar articles.

REMOVES S TA IN S  AND DISCOLORATIONS, AND ENSURES EVENNESS OF COLOUR,
AND A  S O Ff, SILKY SURFACE OF C10SSY S A TIN -LIK E  APPEARANCE.

.Much better and more convenient than Pipeclay, as there is no trouble of preparation, and is much
cheaper in the end.

“  B L A N C O  ”  is put up in euP shaped blocks (registered design), and with 
'specially-made non-corrosive zinc box; it will be found the 
handiest article for the purposes named.

Sold at Canteens, also by Ironmongers, Saddlers, Brush makers, tfr. 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s :
JO S E P H  P IC K E R IN G  & SO N S , S H E F F IE L D .

Branch Office: St. George’s House, Easteheap, London, E.C.

PRESENTS FOR BOYS.
No. 53. Price

Pttsl/rtfitW . e x tra .

17 6. This Model Steam 
Engine is only one 
«f many kinds 
kept in stock to 
run on lines, 
which can he 
bought singly or 
in seta. All acces* 
soriea tor Model 
Rail wavs stock ed.

tnMi.e • . , , j.. . S tations.turn-
!.i,h; • "J- nal8t bridges* switch-points, etc. etc. All prices* 
Catoin1V V s,lfe !n,„ 0r clockwork. Send Id. for  Grand 
H ‘ IPRUe (UN) Illustrations) of Games, Magic Lanterns, 

cc<rical hoods, Ships, Ship-fittings, etc,

3 3 ,  M a r k e t  S t r e e t ,
MANCHESTER.WILES’ BAZAAR,

C h o c o la te  in P e rfe c tio n .

B U Y

KLAUS’S
GHOGOLAT A LA NOISETTE.

In  T a b le t  fo r m .
Sold by all Confectioners and Stores in Id. packets 

and upwards.
Factor}/: Sole Agent (Trade oji/j/J,

L e  L o e l e ,  S w i t z e r l a n d .  C .  T E N N A N T  9 M I T H 7

Offices and Show Rooms: 42 & 44, Cheapside, E.C-



S O M E T H I N G  T O  A M U S E  C H I L D R E N A Booklet o f  Am using and Attractive Nursery Jingles sent free on application fff 
this M agarlne is m entioned) by FRAME FOOD CO,, Lid., B attersea, London, S .W .



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . M

p A S  WELCOME AS THE FLOWERS IN MAY. **  j

A COMPLETE CHANGE FROM ALL OTHER MAGAZINES AND PERIODICALS.

Che Wide World magazine
6 d m  E V E R Y W H E R E .  F O R  M A Y .  E V E R Y V V H E R =. 6 d m

BEKIARELLI, THE GREEK, c o n t i n u e s  t h e  q u a i n t  s t o r y  o f  h i s  s i x t e e n  y e a r s ’ s u f f e r i n g s  a m o n g  
t h e  D e r v i s h e s .  .

AN HOUR’S FIGHT WITH SIX LIONS. T h e  s e n s a t i o n  o f  l a s t  N e w  Y e a r ' s  D a y  i n  V i e n n a .  
P o r t r a i t s  o f  t h e  h e r o  a n d  v i c t i m .  A  m a g n i f i c e n t  n a r r a t i v e  o f  p l u c k .

CAPTIVES OF A CRAZY KING. M r .  R a s s a r n  t e l l s  o f  h i s  s e i z u r e  b y  K i n g  T h e o d o r e  o f  
A b y s s i n i a ,  a n d  h i s  r e l e a s e  b y  L o r d  N a p i e r .  W i t h  p h o t o s ,  p o r t r a i t s ,  a n d  f a c s i m i l e  d o c u m e n t s .  
F a r  m o r e  s t r a n g e  a n d  f a n t a s t i c  t h a n  a n y  f i c t i o n .

MISSIONARY PERILS AND ADVENTURES. R e l a t e d  b y  C . M . S .  m e n ,  a n d  c o p i o u s l y  i l l u s 
t r a t e d  w i t h  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  p o r t r a i t s ,  a n d  d r a w i n g s .  M i s s i o n a r y  w o r k  f r o m '  a  n o v e l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .

OUR FIRST DINNER PARTY IN INDIA. T h e  a u t h o r e s s  w i l l  l o n g  r e m e m b e r  it .  A n  a m u s i n g  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  n e w l y - m a r r i e d  l i f e .

FIGHTING OPIUM FIENDS WITH THE CAMERA. I t  w a s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  c o n v i c t  t h e  
s l a v e - d e a l i n g  C e l e s t i a l s .  A n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s c h e m e ,  w i t h  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p h o t o g r a p h s .

A CHURCH-OPENING IN CANNIBAL-LAND. T h e  s a v a g e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  s t o n e s ,  w a g e s ,  f o w l s ,  
s h e l l s ,  a n d  o t h e r  t h i n g s  n o t  u s u a l l y  “  p u t  i n  t h e  p l a t e . ”  B u t  l o o k  a t  t h e  p h o t o s . ,  a n d  r e a d  
t h e  s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e s e  f a r - a w a y  w h i t e  h e r o e s  i n  t h e  C o n g o .

THE STRANGE HUNT OF THE WILD HOUNDS. B y  L i e u t .  C .  J .  W i n t o u r ,  R . N . ,  o f  H . M . S .
C uracoa. C o u l d  a n y  w r i t e r  o f  f i c t i o n  e q u a l  t h i s  w e i r d  s c e n e  ?  Y o u  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  m i s s  a  
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .

<S:c., & c . ,  & c . ,  & : c . ,  R e .

The Cream of the World’s Authentic Personal Adventure and Incident, 
and the Pick of Hundreds of Thousands of Extraordinary Travel-pnotos.

ORDER “ THE WIDE WORLD”  REGULARLY.
YO U  will find it more fascinating than any Fiction. 

t h e  c h i l d r e n  will learn more from it than any School Books can teach them.

THE WIDE WORLD for May.
O N  S A LE  E V E R Y W H E R E .

GEORGE NEWNES, LTD., 7  to  12, Southam pton S tre e t ,  S tran d , London, W.C.



A G re a t E ffo rt by a G re a t Firm .

s a  Q  UNDAY Q J ta n d s
' i j TRAND A ju n rem e.

I T  P A Y S  M O R E  F O R  L IT E R A R Y  M A T T E R  
I T  P A Y S  M O R E  F O R  P IC T U R E S ,
I T  C O S TS  M O R E  TO  P R O D U C E

than a n y  S h illin g  Magazine,

I t  i s  t h e  B i g g e s t ,  B r i g h t e s t ,  B e s t  R e l i g i o u s  I V I a g a z i n e  i n  t h e  ( f l o r i d .

x i i  A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

S D a d d y e f  'g i r l ,

in Enthralling Story by 

M R S .  l a .  T .  M E ^ D E ,
Commences in the

M AY N U M B E R .

I A N  M A C L A R E N
CONTINUES THE

“ Life of Christ.”

See also :

THE EMPEROR’S SAVIOUR,
B y  W il l ia m  L e  Q u e u x .

IN THE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL,
B y  G e o r g e  C l a r k e .

SIR  NOEL PATON’S PICTURES.

THE PASSION PLAY.

6  S to rie s * 10 A r t ic le s •
A L L  B E  A  U T I E U L L  V  I L L U S T R A T E D



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

FOR

CRICKET, TENNIS, “ ING
(E«td<

70
Y e a r s ) ,s^E. GROVE

THE C H E A P E S T  & B E S T  H O U SE .

C R IC K E T B A T S .
Youths* from 3/-; full size,4/6 
Sjwc ial " All-Cane ” .........7/6

C R IC K E T B A LLS .
Thu "Reliable" (composi

tion), regulation size ... 1/3
T i n  ”  l i n n j i ”  .............................. 2 /9

T h e  “ M a r y l e b o n e V ’  t r e b l e  
scum, quartered match 5/3

S T U M P S  f r o m  2 /6  p e r  s e t .

B A T T I N G  G L O V E S  f r o m  S / -  
p e r  p a i r .

G A U N T L E T S  f r o m  3 /9  p e r  p r .

L E G  G U A R D S  „  i l -  , t  

A n d  e v e r y  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e  

G a m e  a t  l o w e s t  p o s s i b l e  

p r i c e s .

Illustrated Catalogue sent 
Post Free.

Orders over 10/- carriage paid 
to any part of the United 

Kingdom.

E. GROVE. 272, 274 EOGWARE ROAD, LONDON, W.

J E S S :
.4 TALE OF THE LAST BOER WAR.

By H. Rider Haggard.
192 PAGES. SIXPENCE. POST FREE, 8d.

THE FINEST S T O R Y  EVER W R IT T E N . 
EVERYONE SH OULD READ IT.

GEORGE NEWNES, LIMITED,
7 to 12, Southampton Street, Strand, W.C.

For CERTAIN SATISFACTION
ASK for and INSIST UPON 

getting the

d a i s y
20th 

CENTURY
4  -

.Extrciun
kBStb.iWib-i.

"'eight,
• lb*.

AIR-RIFLE.
SbootsB.B.Shot or Darts 

with sufficient force to kill Rats. 
Ac., at 50ft. Useful and Amusing for 

Ij. Adults, yet a Safe Toy for Children.
Tt. TO-DAY for address of nearest ajent to “C" Dept.

PECK & Co., 8, Bradford Avenue, London.

J U S T  P U B LIS H E D .

In  One Volume, Large crown Svo, Cloth extra, Price 7s. Cd.

Cricket in o
—  ^

Many Climes
B y  P . F .  W A R N E R .

( R u g b y : O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y :  M i d d l e s e x  C o u n t y  C . C . I  

WiTH OVER SEVENTY ILLUSTRATIONS FROM PHOTOGRAPHS.

Dedicated to Lord Hawke.
T his book is something new in] the liter- 

Otnre o f the game. It com bines cricket with 
criticism , sport with personality, and statistics witli 
entertainm ent. It is at once a trustw orthy reference- 
book and a lively narrative ; and no one can read it 
w ithout learning som ething fresh about the game, 
and even m ore that is new and striking about the 
m en w ho play it.

P u b lish e d  b y  W M . H EtN EM AN N ,
21, B E D F O R D  S T R E E T ,  STR AN D .

THE MOST NUTRITIOUS.

GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

C O C O A
BREAKFAST-SUPPER.

a



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .i i

[A thing worth noting 1
,Y0UR WEARING APPAREL 

as well as
YOUR BEDDING 

should bear this 
'TRADE MARK.

W h y ?
I Because this Brand is 
Lthe best, and, therefore,. 
the cheapest in the end;, 

and further, it is

PURE WOOL ONLY.
126, Regent Street, W.

^456,Strand (Charing Cross), W.C, 
30, Sioane Street, S.W.

115, Victoria Street, S.W.
(6  d o o r s  W e s t  o l  A .  A  N .  S t o r e s . )

C5 & 86, Cheapside, E.C.

'p u r e  WOOL / S r S i  TAILORS: 
42, Conduit Street, W.

J ^ D r .  J a e g e r ' s  " H e a l t h  C u l t u r e "  (18 8  p p . )  

a o d  P r i c e  L i s t  s e a t  t r e e .

K s t a h l is u e d  1830. CAl’ITAL XTj.lJUU.

STANLEY GIBBONS,
Postage Stamp Albums.

New edition, greatly enlarged and up-to-date.
Fifteen I’rize Medals have tieen awarded to thc<e albums in the 

past seven years at Paris, Chicago, Geneva, London, etc. «,■ 
Improved Album, No. 0, 170 pages, hound in doth slices 

for 4,700 stamps, and 50 stamps presented gratis, in anac-ket utn, 
each album. Price Is. 3d. ’ n

X.B.--The average sale of this album in 1S03 was ] “00 wr 
month. " r

Strand Postage Stamp Album. Prices 2s. od., r,s„ k Ss Cd 
Best value in the trade. Profusely illustrated, four plates or the 

watermarks (an atlas of special up-to-date maps in the best edi
tions). Geographical and Historical Notes at the head of each 
country. Spaces for from H.oOO to 11,000 stamps. Size Win. bv 
71in. ■ ' -
'Im perial Postage Stamp Albums. Prifie 7s. cd. to ;os 

each. '
During the past decade about 40,000 of these albums have been 

sold ; they -are the premier stamp albums of the dav, and 
the sale has greatly increased every year. Circular with lull |w 
ticulars and sample pages gratis on application toS Gibbons, Ltd.

Stanley Gibbons’ Priced Stamp Catalogues are those 
universally accepted and used by all dealers as tlie basis of thtii 
prices, and have been adopted generally by all the Exchange 
Clubs. In two volumes, price 2s. 3d. each, about 11,000 beautiful 
illustrations, reproduced by permission of the Inland Revenue 
authorities, by photography.

Vol. I. Stamps of Great Britain and her Colonies,-221 pages.
Vol. II. Stamps of Foreign Countries, 350 pages.

LA R G E N E W  P R O S P E C TU S
Witti full details of all Stamp Albums, Catalogues, Handbooks, an«t 
list of nearly 2,000 Sets and Packets at Bargain Prices, sent post 
free on application.

STANLEY (iIBBOiYS, Ltd.,stamp ‘X T ™ ™ .
(Opposite H otel C ecil), LONDON, W.C.

€ 0 \ T I X E \ T A I .  S T A M P S  (guaranteed genuine), inckd* 
v  ing the following, all unused Svcndlwrg, Cheefoo. Ciernn*oda, 

Comoro Islands, liiego Suaret, fcritrea, Pouta Delgada, Si. Thome4 Prin
cipe, Congo, Alexandria, Port Said, Philippines (essays*. St. Pierre 
ftiut Miquelon, French Oceania. Cui>e Verd, Mexico iworth 9J.1, etc„ etc. 
Po*t free, 9d. Well worth 10s. lie in time to secure a (tficket, as there ar* 
only a few thousand for sale, L0Q0 good foreign stamps, poit free, 6>l. Al 
mounts, 600 post free, 3d. The Universal Stamp (J&talogue pviiih present of 
stamps), post free, is 3d. Sheets on approval. 'ft. D. THOMSON, 137 Cllffo d Street, Glasgow.*

250 F@REIG]M eluding Transvaal,
Orange Free State,Lourenzo Marques, Congo, Senegal, Horia, 
Costn ltica, and Perforation Gauge, SfL ; mounts 5 0 (or 43. 
post free in Great Britain. Sheets on approval.

CAMPBELL INGLES 4 CO.. CARLISLE,

EVERY BRITISH BOY SHOULD READ THIS.

DEEDS T H A T  WON TH E EMPIRE:
H is to ric  B a it to Scenes•

By the REV. W. H. F IT C H E T T  (" VEDETTE")
Author of" How England Saved Europe," etc.

The tales here told are wiitten, not to glorify war, bu 
nourish patriotism. They represent an effort t0. r.e" w 
popular memory the great traditions of the Imperial r 
which we belong. Each sketch is complete in itseii' > 
though no formal quotation of authorities ,s S1' ^ ’ ' uy 
the available literature on each event described hs's 
under contribution. The sketches will be found t 
lorically accurate.

" A d m i r a b l y  c o n o c i v a d  a n d  writ4an."-~Til.*C-*

P.lce 64. Poet Free. 84.

G EO RG E MEWMES, L i m i t e d ,

* 7 -1 2 , S o u th a m p t o n  S t ., S tra n d , * '



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . iii

T H E  S E C O N D  E D IT IO N  O F  T H E

UNIVERSAL STANDARD CATALOGUE
OF THE

POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE WORLD
I S  N O W  R E A D Y .

It is not a reprint of the first edition, it has been revised throughout, a large propor
tion has been entirely re-written and re-arranged, and the whole reset in fresh type. The 
alterations, especially in prices, are very numerous and important, and great care has been 
taken in the pricing, in order that the true market Value of every stamp may be 
given. All stamps known to have been issued up to M a P C h , 1 9 0 0 ,  are included, and
every stamp is priced. .

THOUSANDS OF ILLUSTRATIONS. THE L A TEST, D UST AND CHEAPEST  
CATALOGUE PUBLISHED.

Complete in one volume, 1 /3 , post free. Interleaved Edition, cloth gilt, 2 / 6 ,  post free.
>.ov .V2-pape Pi'ice List of Packets, Sets, Albums and other philatelic requisites sent on receipt of Id. stamp for postage. 

Monthly List of Philatelic Novelties, 6d. per annum* po^t hoe.

W H l T F I E l a l D  K I N G  &  C O ., I P S W I C H .  (Established 31 Years.)

THE INVINCIBLE PACKET, No. 96.
Worth 4s. Our Price, 4$d.

This marvellous packet contains 22 Genuine, clean and perfect specimens, 
inrlmlinft, British South Africa I unused Johor (rare obsolete issuer, 
vilegal 1893. Queensland, old Portugal, Deccan (Hyderabad), Austrian 
Leinnt, Victoria, Greece, Barbados (obsolete id., used), Jamaica, Hayti 
)«£ r* Inns" unusedi, riosnia. scarce old Argentine. Cape (4il. blacks 
frazil Republic, Dutch Indies (Java). Canada (rare Jubilee issue), Japan, 
Sobs llfri. Bolivia, Barbados Grand Comoro Islands, and Hanover 1886 
Minuted). Price 4 ld „  t>o6tage Id. extra, NOTE.—As a special inducement 
«e n ill give to all purchasers of above Packet a Splendid Set of 10 Hungary 
ihindsome 1888 issue, worth Is.)
J. STUART A CO., Stamp Importers, SPRING GROVE, ISLEWORTH.

225 Rare Stamps Free.
Collectors sending two stamps for list receive gratis 225 

stumps, including rare Cuba (50c.), worth Is.; Mexico 
iflgure), old Bermuda, Straits Settlements, New Zealand 
iviewi, Barbadoes (new issue Britannia), Tasmania, Spain 
War Stamp, etc., etc. A limited number only of these
Packets for disposal. Sheets of stamps sent on approval, 
ostage abroad, id. extra.

R. KING & Co., Stamp Dealers. Bristol.

The ‘ M ARVEL,’ 3d.
55  DIFFERENT STAMPS 5 5

Including Imperial Chinese Post, Hayti Republic, Persian 
Empire, Canada (2c., Map of World), Mauritius, Bulgaria, 
Queensland, Cuba, Spain i\Var Tax, 1899), U.S. America War 
revenue iIronclad), Costa Rica, Dutch Indies, Portugal, Set 
Of 3 New Issue Holland, also a set of 5 Luxemburg, etc., etc. 
3d. POSTAGE Id . EXTRA.

IN ADDITION, every Purchaser uf the nlmve Packet upplyins for a 
wiectiou of our “ I d e a l ’* A p p r o v a l  S h e e ts  will receive
GRATIS, S E T  O F  5 B O R N E O  &  LA B U A N .

The uliove Pricket is offered for a limited j.erioJ simply fis an 
fuhrrtiifement. nnlvone I'aeket supplied tueiich persoo.

,3e NEW 1900 LIST NOW READY. 80 pages, post free 
and gratis. New Packets, New Sets, New 190U Albums, 
etc., etc.

e r r i n g t o n  &  m a r t i n ,
S O U TH  H A CK N EY, LO N D O N .

S P K C I /m  B W f l l X  v P A C K E T S .
No- 13. P O ST FREE, Ad.

COSJAINS 100 WELL MIXED STAM PS  from all parts 
t °1 the V orld, and is undoubtedly the cheapest ever offered, 
nciudes Labuan (Jubilee 6c., very scarce), Trinidad (obsolete), 

. ?}6uay I scarce 1884 Issue), Belgium (1H69), Nicaragua, Guate- 
■ J:, • binisb Guiana, Bavaria i.50pf.l, Bermuda, Greece (old 

New South Wales (4d. Captain Cook), France (old 
hi, i * '■ )'01'toRico (1882, used), Portuguese India (scarce ami 

• Brazil, CapeColonv, Natal, Venezuela, Bulgaria (sur- 
are™ i, Canada (figures), etc., etc. Post free, ■#</.

\ Rn. . . A pproval S h e e ts .
im, ii Sl I'ction now on sale. Send for one, and see low prices 

targe discount, Special list No. 15 now ready. Pnxf /V<v,
EDW ARD CO O PER  & CO

b Archway Rd,, Highgate, London, N. (Established 1879.)

"i4 b < l M I'FM k KVt . m .
* C&nadi (5c, maple), Italy (uptid), Japan (wedding), U,s. 
OmAha (10c.), Venezuela, victoria. 500 different, 5s.; 1,000, 16a.. mounted, 
clean and perfect GRATIS large Liit8et a 8n errs id, Stampa up-ward a. 
250 Mounts strati* to all who apply for Sheets. Aueuta wanted. Shops and 
private. JVizes b*«ide* good discount. Holsts 3.000, 6d. Bright** Catr * * ** * '• * "  '* ...........atalogne. 2*. 6d. . .

, Bath_9treet, Glasgow.
Kings, U .M ., post free.—A. P. McAUSLAN A Co-,

WAR GIFT. To every purchaser Ibis month of 
at least 3a 6d. worth from onr Ap
proval Selections we will present

GRATIS, T W O  RARE TR A N S V A A L S , value 2/9,
Via, 1807, “  HalTe-Twnny'on id, blrtro, (a Hack (tlIu.  2a), oats. mix- 

eu rg , fa rid, (value Odd.
Bulk CoapiTio!!..—Send stamped envelop, sad a rgfgremc*. o r  la  deposit 

pvhlch will he returned or allowed yon oa return of approval ealecUoni). 
U /A D  DAPlfCT Trauvaal (cevenl different), Orann Free State (S 
H H n  r H u n L I . different!, Cape Good Hope (eererai). Natal (S), Br.
Bechuanuland (rare), Zululand (very ecaree), and otbera. B ig Bargain 
for 7jd. (worth ?a. 3d,).
THE CIRCUS STAMP CO., 179-181, Regent St., London. W.
J A P A N  NEW l38U e FREE.—With every No. 175 Prize 
w  Packet (particulars below), wc will Include free of i harge a set 
o f  10 Japan, including the New Issue surcharged for use In 
China. No. 175 Prize Packet contains AO different stampr, 
including U.S. A, W ar Tax. Costa Rica, Alexandria, British Guiana, 
Egypt Service, Western Australia, New Zealand, Cape of Good 
Hope, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Canada Jubilee, Roumania, Wurtemlmr^ 
Service, Chili, U.8.A. Columbus, Argentine, Brazil, Victoria. New 
South Wales Jubilee, India, etc., eta M oe4d. post free, with ect 
as above gTatis. Please name the **C Arraus.”  Illustrated Trica 

rUat free. Approval selections at good discount. .
*— ALFRED C H B tllT  At C&-

A S P E C IA L  G IF T  t
To a ll S tam p C o lle c to rs .

Send stamped addressed envelope for Price List, and we 
give you a packet of 50 selected stamps, including very rare 
l.abuiin, Costa Rica (.l-rea!l, Porto Rico, N.K. Wales (Centen
ary issue), newest issue Transvaal, Natal, etc. We are also 
giving away during the month 50 Half-Guinea Stamp Albums 
and 50 collections of .500 different stamps to applicants for 
approval sheets. Particulars scut with list. Address—
BRISTOL STAMP C0.t Stamp Dealers. Bristol.

A F R IC A N  STAM PS
No. 125 EXCELSIOR PACKET contains 20 different 

African Stamps, including Transvaal, Cape Colony, Natal, 
British Morocco, Tunis, Mozambique, Egypt, etc. Post 
free. 7d.

No. 126 EXCELSIOR PACKET contains 40 different 
African stamps, including Lorenco Marquez, Beira, Gold 
Coast, Congo Free State, Soudan, Angola, Mozambique, 
Funchal, Tunis, Zntnbesia, Natal, Transvaal, Cape Colony, 
etc. Post Iree, 1/7.

No. 141 EXCELSIOR PACKET contains ,50 differei t 
stamps, C.8.A. War Tax, Brazil, Dutch Indies, Japan, 
Turkey, Argentine, F.gypt, Natal, Cape of Good Hope, 
Portugal, India, Ceylon, New Zealand, Queensland, etc., 
etc. Post Tree. 4d.

With every No. 141 Packet will be sent free A Set Of 
5 Greece Olympic Games Stamps.

PRICE L IS T, '2 Pages with particulars of 1,000 Packets, 
Sets, Albums, and Single Stamps, post free.

A P P R O V A L  S K L E lT lO X S  S K X T  VPO.X A P P L lC A T I o X .
B U T L E R  B E O S . ,  C L E V E D O N .
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MODEL STEAM ENGINES.
Send at once (1 penny 
Ktauips) for our Splen
did New Enlarged 
Catalogue with over 130 
Illustration* of Model 
Vertical, Horizontal, 
Locomotive, Marine, 
Screw, and Paddle En
gines. Castings and 
Finished Parts for con
structing sai n e.all si zes.

Brass, Copper, and 
Steel Boilers, Propel
lers, Paddle Wheels, 
Engine, and Boiler Fit
tings, Oil and Gas En
gines, Dynamos,Electro 

Motors, Electric Scarf Pius, Lamps, Batteries, Bells, etc., etc.
W, MACMILLAN & CO., Engineers and Modellers,

M  l I t  S T R E E T ,  A T , T O  A ,  X . l t .__________

R O Y A L A J A X  C Y C L E S
On Montht.y Payments. Enor
mous stock. New and Kecond 
hand. FROM |0'- MONTHLY. 
Carriage paid. Free wheels and 
rim brakes. Illustrated Price 
Lists Post Free to any addkxss. 
T he British Cycle Manufac

turing Co., 15, Everton Road, Liverpool. iEttablithtd 1877).

B O O K S  W O R T H  B U Y IN G .
Twenty Years of Kent Cricket ............  Is.
History of Cricket in Sussex ......................  6d.
History of Amateur Boxing Association ... 6ri.
Cricket Champions of 181)7   3d.
Cricket Comicalities ..................................  2d.
Laws of Cricket, with special article "How

to Prepare a Cricket Pitch "   2d.
Football Funniosities ..................................  lid.

W R IG H T &  CO., 29, P a te rn oste r Squ a re .

C O N T R A C T O R S  T O  T H E  AD M IR AL T Y .

“ CLYDE BUILT ”

MODEL * RACING YACHTS.
The&c Yachts arc now too 

well known to need any rc* 
■ ommeiuUtiou. Th*y arc 
curved from noted lines. 
“ Britannia,” “ Ailsa,” 
4‘ Shamrock," ete.
Models. Ricccd 
with our Blue 
Striped Model Sail 
Cloth, with Braiis 
Fittings. Testcd 
a n d guaranteed 
very fast racers .

lAM'fitli Trice, 
w . Wr. free
N o .  1 , 1 0 m . ,  5s. 9d, 
N o .  2 , 1 8 i n . ,  7s. Jd. 

N o .  3 ,  2 0 1 n ., 10s. 9d. 

N o .  4 ,  2 2 !n . ,  IS s .O d . 

N o .  5 , 2 t i n . ,  17s. 6d. 
N o .  6 , 2 6 i n n 2 2s, 6d,

No. 1 is Bermurh rf-ccd, the 
others cutter nggc;l, as ter 
engraving. Nog. 5. 
hare firing jil, extra.

Just published, New Illustrated “ List" of above and 
latest Designs of Yachts. Magnificent Locomotors, Marine, 
and Launch Engines, Dynamos, New Designs of Launch 
Motors, Special Ships' Fittings, etc,, ete. Send for one to
day ; post free one stamp.

CLYDE MODEL DOCKYARD AND ENGINE DEPOT,
Model Yarht Builder*, Engineer*, amt Elctfriciun*.

A R G Y L L  A R C A D E ,  G L A S G O W ,  N.B.
ESTABLISHED 1789. MODELS TO SCALE.

'

THE KIND OF BAT TO BUY.
— 9 —

A  boy s h o u l d  h a v e  a ' b a t  of e x a c t l y  t h e  r i g h t  s i z e  a n d  w e i g h t ,  a n d  s o  s h o u l d  

a  m a n .  T h e r e  i s  n o  p r o p e r  s t a n d a r d  o f  g r a d u a t e d  s i z e s  a t  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  s o  w e  

p r o p o s e  t o  r e m e d y  t h i s  d e f i c i e n c y  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  b y  g i v i n g  o u r  r e a d e r s  a l l  th e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  o u r  p o w e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  b a t s  t h e y  s h o u l d  b u y .  M r .  C .  B .  I n  h a s  

k i n d l y  p r o m i s e d  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t .

S e n d  u s  a  l e t t e r  c o n t a i n i n g  s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e ,  a n d  s t a t e ,  i n  t a b u l a t e d  fo r m ,  

y o u r  ( i )  H e i g h t ;  ( 2 )  A g e ;  ( 3 )  W e i g h t ;  ( 4 )  C h e s t  M e a s u r e m e n t .  T h e n  w e  c a n  t e l l  

y o u  w h e r e  t o  b u y  y o u r  h a t ,  w h a t  s i z e  b a t  t o  g e t ,  a n d  w h a t  p r i c e  t o  g i v e .  S e c r e 

t a r i e s  o f  s c h o o l  c l u b s  s h o u l d  f i n d  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  v e r y  u s e f u l .

M a r k  l e t t e r s ,  “  C a p t a i n  B a t , ”  a n d  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r  i n  t h e  u s u a l  w a y .
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The Editor does not hold himself responsible for any MSS., photographs, or drawings submitted to hint, but when 
stamps are enclosed he will endeavour to return those contributions of which he cannot make use.

T he Captain will be forwarded direct from the Offices of George Newnes, Limited, to any part of the -world, post 
free for one year for Os. Cases for Binding Vols. I. d- II. may be obtained from any Bookseller for Is. Cd. each; or 
%osl free for Is. 9d. each direct from the Office. Vols. I. d  If. arc now ready, price 6s. each, or post free Cs. fid.

A rm y (all branches), H igher Civil Service, &  U n ive rs ity . S P E C IA L
PREPARATION.

JOHN GIBSON, M.A.
(FIRST C U SS, CAMBRIDGE).

Late of Uppingham and Westminster;
Educational Medallist at Antwerp, 

Bordeaux, and Brussels International 
Exhibitions.

G. LOLY, B.A.
(FIRST CLASS, LONDON),

Author of “ The Illustrated French 
Grammar,” e tc .;

Spanish, German, and Italian Examiner 
at the City of London College.

_________ _________  ____________ ________  SMALL CLASSES. INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION- ^
Over S,0tin successes to date in Competitive and Pass Examinations. Pupils received at (1) 14-18, Victoria Road, Upper ^or,'Vart’erfd 

resident department of yuernmore; (-2) *24. Chancery Lane; (3) y, Fenchurch Street, E.C. (H. Foulk9 Lynch A: Co.) tor 
Accountants' Examinations onh. liver 3..U successes in 1390 only, including eight First places and fifty Honours. I rotor 
fu ll particulars on application to

f l / f e s e r s .  G IB B O N  & L O L Y ,. 1 8 .  V i c t o r i a  R o a d ,  U s a n e r  N o r w o o d ,

LARGE STAFF OF SPECIALIST TUTORS.
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3S r ^ .T X J R ^ .L  H I S T O R Y .

W ATKINS &  D O N C A S TE R ,
N A T U R A L IS T S ,

36, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. C h a rin g  C  r o w )

keep in stock every description of Apparatus, Cabinets, 
Books, and Specimens for Collectors of

BIRDS’ EGOS, BUTTERFLIES and MOTHS, &c., &c.
Price List fo r  1900  M h t  p o s t  -free on  a p p lic a tio n .

BIRDS’ EGGS, BUTTERFLIES, SKINS.
Shells, Curios, and all kinds o f Apparatus.'

Nets, Store Boxes, Pins, Setting Hoards, Cabinets, Drills, Blowpi|*f* Lal«e| 
Lists fur sale at reasonable prices. SP E C IA L .—Eggs of .Snapping and 
Mud Turtles. 8d. each; Reddegged Water Tortoise, is.; Guillem* t, 2d.; 
Common and Arctic Tern, l id . ; Redshank, 'id. \ Curlew, 7<1.; Fulmar 
Petrel, 8d. SK IM S.—Humming Birds*, fkl., 6d., and 9d, each* 26 Sin/cirs 
British Marine Shells, named, 2s. 9ri. Nest of Trainloor Spider, \% lul. 
Postage, if less than worth o f Specjmet's, 3d, Brass and Stvti
Drill, poet free, 7d. Send Btamp for £u-pagc 1'rice List 
C H A R L B 3 JE FF E R Y S, Naturalist, Tetbury, Gloucesterihlre.

RIGHFORD’S “ PISTOL GRIP” SALOON OR GARDEN GUN,
Long Block 

Safety Action. 
In No. 1, 2, atul 
3 Size Iior< s,

12/6 either Bore. These grins without doubt are the very best value in the 
market; for the Saloon or Garden they are just the very thing. The stock is 

of walnut, nicely polished, checkered grip, blued barrel, and nickelled fittings. The action of 
breech allows no escape of gas, the extracting principle is most simple and effective. Ball 
Cartridges for No. I, 7iil. per 100; Shot ditto, 1/4 per 100. Don’t forget our well-known Cheap 

Saloon or Garden Gun at 7:6, No. 1 only. Our Gem Air Guns, No. l.from 13*6. Air Pistols, in box, complete, '2 3, 
post4d. Daisy Air Guns, 3/9, post 6d. B.B. Shot for same, 6d. per lb, box, post 4d. Darts for same, 8d. per doz., 

post free. The “  Vacuum!" or “ Harmless " Pistol, with Target, 2/-, post free. Ditto, N.P., 3/-, post free. Our celebrated 
Remington Pattern Rifles, '22 calibre, 12/6 each. Prices of Cartridges for same, B.B. Caps, lid. 100; C.B. Caps, 1/2 100;.-22 
Short, 1/3 1 0 0 . ______________________ ___________

Our W ell-known 1-Plate “ Gem ”  Camera, 5/6. post free. Our 34 by 24 Express Hand Camera, G.C, post frde. 
All kinds o f  Cameras and accessories In stock. Send for our lists, post free.

C R IC H F O R D  &  CO ., 153, F L E E T  S T R E E T ,  L O N D O N , E.C. Established 1876.

H. CRADIDCE & SONS,
V

P aten tees a n d  S ole M a k ers o f  the C elebrated

‘ Imperial Driver Bat.’
HANUFACTTRF.R8 OF ALL ARTICLES FOR

CRICKET, RACQUET, LAWN TENNIS, FOOTBALL, fIVES, GOLF, 
POLO, CROQUET, HOCKEY. ETC,, ETC.

'Imperial Driver Bat.’
(Patent No. 27,536 ]

1. C. 1U C L A R E I, E sq .,
All England & Lancashire 

County, writes :—
“ CorxTY C ricket G round, M anchester,

■Jit!?/ 20f/i, 1897.— D ear Sir ,— I want you  to 
kindly make specially for  m e 3 Presentation Bats 
for Boys w ho got 50 and over for  H arrow  v. E ton .
• •. I have chosen S ix  o f y o u r  B a t s  t h is  sea so n , 
ana they g iv e  th e  g r e a t e s t  s a t is fa c t io n . T o  day I ’ve 
made n o  n o t  o u t  v. Y orks, w i t h  one o f y o u r  w h ite  B a ts ,  
and all the players rem arked w hat a nice bat it seem ed.

Y ours tru ly, A, C. M acL A R E N
factory—

ARTILLERY PLACE, WOOLWICH, S .E .

Used by all 
the Leading Batsmen 

of the Day.



A D V E R T I S E M E N T Sv i i i

For Restless Babies.

A  B o o k l e t  o f  Lullabies a n d  Cradle 
Songs, w i t h  w o r d s  a n d  m u s i c ,  w i l l  
b e  sen t fr e e  t o  a n y o n e  m e n t i o n i n g  

t h i s  p a p e r ,  b y  FRAME FOOD CO., 
Ltd., Battersea, London, S.W.
A p p l i c a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  m a d e  o n  p o s t 
c a r d s  o n l y .

‘JUNO’ CYCLES

R o a d  R a c e r  a n d  I £ 10  0 . 
L i g h t  R o a d s t e r  I £ 1 0  1 0  .

T h e  Very Beat.
T h e  m oat U p.t0.D, t.  
For L adies and Genta 

Free o r  F ixed  Wheels.
Monthly.£8 10 

£11 0 
£11 11 
£12 0 
£12 12 
£1* 0 

8 Mthly. 
6 ..

£0 H 
£0 18 4 
£0 19 :t 
AI 0 u 
i l  1 0 
£1 3 4 

Carring-. pajj_
IHgC'fu nl far

Write at once for Sew Season's Price List o f Juno Cycles ami Arcenorin 
lover 100 puses), sent iwst free.

LARGE JUNO CYCLE RIDING SCHOOL. Purchasers Free,
M ETR O P O LITA N  M A C H IN IS TS ’ CO.. Ltd., 

7 5 -7 6 , BISH OPSGATE ST R E E T  W IT H O U T . LONDON. E C 
And at P IC C A D IL L Y  CIRCUS, LONDON. W . '

Tyre Bell, 2 /- Scorcher Brake, 1/- Standard Cyclometer tln.nou u,R|, 1/]Q

STUART SURRIDGE & CL
P aten tees and  P ra ctica l M an u factu rers o f  the C elebrated

Patent ‘ Rapid Driver’ Cricket 
Bats,

Ac used by the Leading Players, viz.—

\Y G. Grace, K. S. Ranjitsinhji, Lord Hawke,
F. S. Jackson, A. C. McLaren, C. B. Fry,
G. L. Je s s o p , P F. W arn er  
A. P. Lucas, A. 0 . Jones,

Major Poore,
[}, L. A. Jephson,
T. Hayward,
Fir,, etc.

T h e  “  P.R.D.”
b a t s  a r e  n o w  m a d e  in
* • ** r> - ,

s m a l l e r  s i z e s  s u i t a b l e  for p u b lic  
s c h o o l  u s e .  E v e r y  c a r e  a n d  a tt e n t io n  

g i v e n  t o  t h e s e  s m a l l  b a t s ,  m a k i n g  th em  
a s  n e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  r e p l i c a s  o f  the  

f a m o u s  “  P.R.D.” b a t s ,  a s  u s e d  b y  t h e  a b o v e  b a t s m e n .

*444444444444444444444444444444444444

175, BOROUGH HIGH ST., LONDON, S.E. ( Two minutes’ walk Iront, 
London Bridge.)

__  A U n iq ue  L ib ra ry  o f  26 P o p u la r Science M a n u a ls  fo r 26/-

TH E  L IB R A R Y  o f  U SE F U L  STORIES.
Each volume is written by a Specialist in an attractive ami readable form, is neatly bound in cloth, and published at I * I*7

volume; post free, 1/2.
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  P O T T E R .
T H E  S T O R Y  O P  G E R M  L I F E :  B a c t e r i a .
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  E A R T H ’ S  A T M O S P H E R E .
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  W E A T H E R .
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  F O R E S T  A N D  S T R E A M .
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  C H E M I C A L  E L E M E N T S .  . . .
T H E  B T O R Y  O F  E X T I N C T  C I V I L I S A T I O N S  O F  T H E  *■*=>' 
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  E L E C T R I C I T Y .
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  A  P I E C E  O F  C O A L .  1 
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  S O L A R  B Y 8T E M .
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  E A R T H  I N  P A B T  A 0 E 8 .
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  P L A N T S .
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  P R I M I T I V E  M A N .

T H E  S T A R S .

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  L I F E ’ S  M E C H A N I S M .
T H E  S T O R Y ' O F  T H E  W A N D E R I N G S  O F  A T O M S .
T H E  B T O R Y  O F  I C E  I N  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  P A S T .
T H E  B T O R Y  O F  E C L I P B E S .
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  B R I T I S H  R A C E .
T H E  B T O R Y  O F  T H E  M I N D .
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  O E O O R A P H I C A L  D I S C O V E R Y  :  H o w  t h e  

W o r l d  b e c a m e  K n o w n .
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  C O T T O N  P L A N T .
T H E  B T O R Y  O F  R E L I G I O N S .
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  P H O T O G R A P H Y .
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  L I F E  I N  T H E  S E A S .
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  B R I T I S H  C O I N A G E .

T H E  S T O R Y  O F

CKO RRI NEWNES, LIMITED, V12. Southampton Street, Strand. LONDON, 'W.C.



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . IX

FRANK SUGG
THE PRACTICAL CRICKETER and ATHLETE, whose 

PRACTICAL and RELIABLE. C a t a l o g u e  
TE N N IS  R ACQ UETS.

4 8, 6 (1, 86, 10/-, 12 0,
15/, 18.0.

C R IC K E T S H IR TS .
1/6, 2,0, 3/0, 4 0.

C R IC K E T BAGS.
Carpet:....................4/0, 0/0, 7/0, 10/0.
I.ealher . . .. 18,0, 25/-, 31)

AIR GUN S.
3.11, ! 0, 7/0, 10.0, 15/-, 19/9, 22/0.

PISTOLS, 2/11, 3/0. 
CRICKET SHOES, 3/9, 5 9, 7/0.

C R IC K E T  B A T S .
Full Size—Witch ------- .................. 17/6

,. „ Rauji ........
.. „  Suggcess.... .......... : . . .  12/6
„ i, Uon............ .................Ill/-
„ „ Klvnker . . . . ..................  7 6
„  „  Slogger.......

Size 4, all Cane Handle .. 4/(1, 6/6, 8/6
«"'• 1. St .. 6/6, 8/-, 1U/6

.. C* ,t ,1 .. 6/6, 9/0, 12/6
C R IC K E T BOOTS.

White Buck .. .. 1(1/6,16/-, 22/6.
„  Canvas .. , .. . .5/* post free.

32, Lord Street,

. LIVERPOOL
*  Goods are thoroughly

C R IC K E T TROUSERS.
5/9, 7/9, 10,0, 15/-.

M A TC H  BALL8.
3/0, 4/6, 5/6, 6/6.

B A TTIN G  GLOVES.
3/6, 4/0, 6/0, 7/8.
RUBBER HAN DLES.

The “ County” .. nd.; post free, 1 
LEG GUARDS, 4/0, 0/0, 7/0, 3/0, 10/0, 

SW EATERS, 2'9, 4/6, 0/6, 7/9. 
R UN N IN G  SHO ES, 4/9, 6/0, 7/6, 9/9. 
DRAWERS OR VESTS, 1/-, 1/9, 2/6.

PIPECLAY SUPERSEDED B Y

Pickering’s “ Blanco, f t

For Whitening all Articles of Buff or Buckskin Leather, sueh as Military Equipments, 
White Helmets, Cricket Pads and Shoes, and a multitude of similar articles.

REMOVES S TA IN S  ANO DISCOLORATIONS, AND ENSURES EVENNESS P~ COLOUR 
AND A  S O FT, SILKY SURFACE OF CLOSSY S A TIN -LIK E APPEARANCE.

Much better and more convenient than Pipeclay, as there is no trouble of preparation, and is much
cheaper in the end.

it D| A l l  n r ) ”  put UP in cup-shaped blocks (registered design), and with 
D L H N b U  specially-made non-corrosive zinc box; it will be found the 

handiest article for the purposes named.

Sold at Canteens, also by Ironmongers, Saddlers, Bnishmakers, ttc.

Manufacturers: ~

JO S E P H  P IC K E R IN G  & SO N S, S H E F F IE L D .
Branch Office: St. George’s House, Eastcheap, London, E C.

PRESENTS FOR BOYS.
n>-5 3 . Price 17/6.

M.egtiu,
This Model Steam 
Engine is only one 
of many kinds 
kept in stock to 
run on lines, 
which can he 
bought singly or 
in sets. All acces
sories for Model 
Railways stocked.

I-U . S ta t ion  s, turn-
pi,,̂  - bridges, switch-points, etc. etc. All prices,
esner for steam or clockwork. ~ - - - - -  ■

U00 Illustrations) of Games, Magic Lanterns, 
ncal floods, Ships, Ship-fittings, etc,

WILES’ BAZAAR,

S e n d  I d .  f o r  G r a n d

3 8 ,  M a r k e t  S t r e e t .
| M A N C H ES TE R .

C h o c o la te  in P e rfe ctio n  , |

B T J T - I

KLAUS’S
CHOGOLAT A LA NOISETTE.

In T a b le t  fo r m .
Sold by all Confectioners and Stores in Id. packets 

and upwards.
Factory: Sole Agent (Trade only),

L o  L o c l e ,  S w i t z e r l a n d .  C .  T E N N A N T  S M I T H .

Offices and Show Rooms: 42 & 44, Cheapsidc, EX.
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I t  is Pure, but not p a ltry; Instructive, but In terestin yS erio u s, but not dull.
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IAN MACLAREN’S LIFE OF CHRIST. Sixth Instalment.
C h r i s t  a n d  t h e  D e m o c r a c y .  C h r i s t  t h e  F r i e n d  o f  S i n n e r s .  ‘

PASSION PLA¥ A T OBERAMM ERGAU.
O b t a i n e d  a t  g r e a t  e x p e n s e  b y  o u r  o w n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  I l l u s t r a t e d  b y  special  
a n d  e x c l u s i v e  p h o t o s  a c t u a l l y  t a k e n  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .

RO YAL CHRISTENINGS.
A  u n i q u e  a r t i c l e ,  b e a u t i f u l l y  i l l u s t r a t e d ,  o f  t h e  r o y a l  m o t h e r s  a n d  their 
b a b i e s .  .

THE STORY OF THE H AN D EL FESTIVAL.
A n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e  o n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  m u s i c a l  f e a s t .  I llustrated  
w i t h  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  s i n g e r s .

BERTEL TH O RW ALD SEN .
T h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  a r t i c l e  o n  t h e  g r e a t  D a n i s h  s c u l p t o r  ever 
p u b l i s h e d .  A  s e t  o f  p i c t u r e s  n o t  t o  b e  m i s s e d .

D A D D Y’S GIRL.—Part II. By L. T. Meade.
T h i s  s t o r y  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  s e n s a t i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  a  c h i l d ’s  s t o r y ,  a l t h o u g h  about  
a  c h i l d .  I t  i s  c o m b i n e d  o f  t e a r s  a n d  l a u g h t e t X . , T h e  s t o r y  oV t h e  y e a r .

W IT H  THE FIGHTING LINE. By Headon Hill.
A  t o u c h i n g  s t o r y  o f  t h e  s o r r o w  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  a  C o l o n e l  a n d  a 
P r i v a t e  o n  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  b a t t l e f i e l d .

THE REFINER’S FIRE. By Alfred B. Cooper.
A  t h r i l l i n g  s t o r y  o f  t h e  s o n  o f  a  P e e r  o f  t h e  R e a l m  i n  a  c o t t o n  mill in 
L a n c a s h i r e .

A DRAMATIC STORY, by Robert Halifax, of a Fighting Parson who won his
way with his fists.

A MARVELLOUS STORY for Children by the Champion Y o u n g  People’s
Author, O. E. FARROW.

VO
& c . . & c „ & c . , &  c . &r.

J L T H  J — SUNDAY STRAND.
S3- N O tv ON S A L E  E V E R Y W H E R E .

GEORGE NEWNES, Ltd., 7-12, Southampton Street, Strand, London, Wt
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

FAMOUS SIXPENNY SERIES
.OF

COPYRIGHT WORKS.
W .  H . F I T C H E T T  (“  V e d e t t e  ”)

Deeds that Won the Empire.

W I L L I A M  L E  Q U E U X .  |
England’s Peril. ;

H .  R I D E R  H A G G A R D .
Jess: A Story of the Last Boer War.
She: A History of Adventure

G R A N T  A L L E N .
What’s Bred in the Bone. i

R U D Y A R D  K I P L I N G .  !
Departmental Ditties. j

M A X W E L L  G R A Y .  (
The Reproach of Annesley.
The Silence of Dean Maitland. r

B E A T R I C E  H A R R A D E N .
Ships that Pass in the Night.*

M r s . H U M P H R Y  W A R D .
Robert Elsmere.
The History of David Grieve.

A .  C O N A N  D O Y L E .
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. 
Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes.
The Sign of Four.
The Exploits of Brigadier Gerard.

T h e  la t e  W .  E .  G L A D S T O N E .
The Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.

A Series of Old Testament Studies,

H . S . M O R R I S O N .
A Yankee Boy’s Success.

Post Free, 3d. each.

T it-B its  M onster Penny Books.
“  B.-P.,” the Hero of Mafeking. 
“ Bobs” : the Life o f Lord Roberts. 
Monster English Dictionary.
Monster Grimm's Tales.
Monster Table Book.
Monster Cookery Book.
Monster Recitation Book.
Monster London Guide.
Monster Rhyme Book.
Monster Fairy Book.
Monster Health Book.

80 large 8vo Pages, ONE

| Monster Ready Reckoner.
Monster Garden Book.
Archie; or, The Confessions of an Old 

Burglar.
The Romance o f the Lifeboat.
The Romance o f the Victoria Cross 
Mr. Dooley in Peace and War.
A Base Deception.
Tennyson’s Poems.
Monster Book o f Patriotic Poems-

PENNY EACH, by Post, 2d.

CEORCE NEWNES, Ltd., 7-12, Southampton Street, Strand, London, W.C.



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . i

F O B  ■ ■

CRICKET. T E N N IS /""

E. GROVE 3 :;
THE C H E A P E S T  & B E S T  H O U S E .
C R IC K E T  B A T S .

Youths'from 3/-; full size,4/6 
Special “ All-Cane " ......... 7/8

C R IC K E T  B A LLS .
The "Reliable’’ (composi

tion), regulation size ... 1/3
Tho “ Ranji ” ......2/9
The "Marylebone,” treble 

Beam, quartered match S/8
8 T U M P 3  f r o m  2 /8  p e r  s e t .

BATTIHG GLOYES from 9/- 
per pair.

G A U N T L E T S  f r o m 3 / 9 p e r p r  

L E G  G U A R D S  „  1  / -  

A n d  e v e r y  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e  

G a m e  a t  l o w e s t  p o s s i b l e  

p r i c e s .

Illustrated Catalogue seat 
Post Free.

Orders over 10/- carriage paid 
to any part of the United 

Kingdom.

E. GROVE, 272. 274, EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON, W.

Writing Exercises and Letters 
made a Pleasure by Using a

“ SWAN” 
FOUNTAIN 

PEN.
A  V E R T  S E N S I B L E  

P R E S E N T  F O R  

Y O U T H S — O R E  

W H I C H  W I L L  

A I D  T H E M  I H  

S C H O O L  

W O R K .

THREE S IZES : 

10/6, 16/6, 
25/-

rost Free. 
W r i t e  f o r  C a t a l o g u e .

The ideal pen for 
Shorthand,

T H E  NEXT B ES T THING TO TH E  
‘SW AN" IS TH E  “ CYGN ET" STYLO,

3 1 -  a n d  5 / -

Mabie, Todd & Bard, M anufacturers ,
93, CHEAPSIDE, LONDON, E.C.

9 3 a ,  R e g e n t  S t . ,  W . ,  a n d  3 ,  E x c h a n g e  S t . ,  M a n c h e s t e r ,
or of all Statiotiers.

‘JU N O ’ CYCLES T h e  V e r y  B e s t .
T h e  m o s t  U p -to -D a te . 
For L a d ies  a n d  O en te .

Free or Fixed Wheels,
Monthly.

£8  1 0  0  . . .  £ 0  i t  3
£ 11  0 0 . . .  £ 0  18  4
£ 1 1  11  0  . . .  £ 0  1 0  3
£ 12  0 0 . . .  £ 1  0 0
£ 12  1 3  0 . . .  £ 1 1 0  
£ 1 4  0  0  . . .  £ 1  3  4

Road R a c e r  and f £10 0 ... £0 16 8 Mthly. C u r r .o t i  I'uitL 
Light Roadster 1 £10 10 ... £0 17 6 „  Discount for CatA.
Write at once to r New Season's P rice  L is t  of J u n o  C ycles  s o d  Accessories 

tover luo pegcs), s e n t post free.
L A R G E  J U N O  C Y C L E  R I D I N G  S C H O O L .  P u r c h a s e r s  F r e e .

M ETRO POLITAN  M A C H IN IS TS ' CO ., Ltd.,
75-70, BISH OPSOATS B T R B E T  W IT H O U T , LONDON. E.C. 

And at P IC C AD ILLY CIRCUS. LONDON. W .
Tyreltell,2/- Scorcher Brake, 1 /- Standard Cyclometer (10,000 mis.), 1 /i O

THE MOST NUTRITIOUS.

E P P S ’S
GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

C O C O A
BREAKFAST-SUPPER.

BECOME A “CRACKSH0T! »>

a little practice with a

20th CENTURY 
DAISY AIR 
RIFLE

PRICE j r /  
O N LY

E x t r e m e  L e n g t h , 3 0 1 n s .  

W e i g h t ,  2  l b s .

Shoots E.B. thot or darts with 
sufficient force to kiil birds, rati, 

etc., at SO ft.

Write at once 
for address of 

nearest agent to 
"C " Dept.,

W M. E. PECK &  C O , 8 , BRADFORD AVEHUE, LONDON.

POWDER
8M O KE
DANGER
NOISE



ii A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

fl Delightful Sweetmeat.

QLEAVES’ f
Celebrated

Devonshire

-n
a Q  /  Rich, 
V fr  M Nutritious. 

w Absolutely 
M Pure, there- 

/ V  m fore best.

“  Purest Materials, 
Excellent Flavour."

—Lancet 
“  Exceptionally Choice, 

Uniformly Delicious.”
—Court Circular. 

“ Such Delicious and Harm
less Dainties.’’

—Family Doctor.

JOHN CLEAVE &  SON, L td .
C ro d ito n , D e v o n .

Estxblisusd 1850. C.fiTit, £71000

STANLEY GIBBONS,
Postage Stamp Albums.

New edition, greatly enlarged and up-to-date.
Fifteen Prize Medals have l>een awarded to there albums in th. 

past seven years at Paris, Chicago, Geneva. London, etc.,etc ' 
Improved Album, No. 0, 176 pages, bound in cloth enaoe. 

for 4,700 stamps, and 50 stamps presen ted gratis, in a packet «-i,h 
each album. Price Is. 3d. r

N.B.—The average sale of this album in 1S00 was ],"00 per 
month. *"■

Strand Postage Stamp Album, Prices8s. cd.,5s., A8s cd 
Best value in the trade. Profusely illustrated, four plateso! the 

watermarks (an atlas of special up-to-date maps in (hebest edi
tions) Geographical and Historical Notes at the head of each 
country. Spaces for from 8,000 to 11,000 stamps. SizeOAia. by 
7Jin. '

Imperial Postage Stamp Albums. Price 7s. cd. to ;os. 
each.

During the past decade about 46,000 of these albums have been 
sold ; they are the premier stamp albums of the day, and 
the sale has greatly increased every year. Circular with lull par
ticulars and sample pages gratis on application to S. Gibbons, Ltd.

Stanley Gibbons’ Priced Stamp Catalogues are those 
universally accepted and used by all dealers as the basis of their 
prices, and have been adopted generally by all the Exchange 
Clubs. In two volumes, price 2s, 3d, each,about 11,000 beautiful 
illustrations, reproduced by permission of the Inland Revenue 
authorities, by photography.

Vol. I. Stamps of Great Britain and her Colonies, 224 pages.
Vol. II. Stamps of Foreign Countries, 350 pages.

LA R G E N E W  P R O SP EC TU S.
With full details of all Stamp Albums, Catalogues, Handbooks, and 
list of nearly 2,000 Sets and Packets at Bargain Prices, sent post 
free on application.

STANLEY GIBBONS, L t d . , stamp ^ strand
(O p f o s i t b  H o t e l  C e c i l ), LONDON, W .C .

3 0  LA R G E  8 v o  P A G E S . W ELL P R IN TE D  IN  BO LD  TY P E .

M O N S TER  P E N N Y  BOOKS.
“ B.-P.,” THE HERO OF MAFEK1NG. 
“ BOBS” : THE LIFE OF LORD ROBERTS. 
MONSTER READY RECKONER.
MONSTER ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 
MONSTER GRIMM’S TALES.
MONSTER TABLE BOOK.
MONSTER COOKERY BOOK.
MONSTER RECITATION BOOK.
MONSTER LONDON GUIDE.
MONSTER RHYME BOOK.
MONSTER FAIRY BOOK.
MONSTER HEALTH BOOK.

MONSTER GARDEN BOOK.
MONSTER BOOK OF PATRIOTIC POEMS. 
ARCHIE; or, THE CONFESSIONS OF AN 

OLD BURGLAR.
THE ROMANCE OF THE LIFEBOAT.
THE ROMANCE OF THE VICTORIA CROSS. 
MR. DOOLEY IN PEACE AND WAR.
A BASE DECEPTION. (Complete Novel.) 
TENNYSON’S POEMS.
THE GENERAL’S DAUGHTER. AND OTHER 

STORIES.

O N E  P E N N Y  E A C H ; B y  Post, 2d.

GEORGE NEWNES, LIMITED, SOUTHAMPTON STREET, STRAND, W.C.



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . in

The ‘ M A R V E L ,’ 3d.
55 DIFFERENT STAMPS 5 5

Including Imperial Chinese Post, Hayti Republic, Persian 
Empire, Canada (2c., Map of World), Mauritius, Bulgaria, 
Queensland, Cuba, Spain (War Tar, 1899), U S. America War 
Keeenue [Ironclad), Costa Rica, Dutch Indies, Portugal, Set 
nf 3 New Issue Holland, also a set ol 5 Luxemburg, etc., etc. 
3d. POSTAGE I d .  EXTRA.

Id  A D D IT I O N , e r e r j  P u rch a se r o f th *  above P a ck e t a p p ly in g  for a  
■ election o* 0UI “ I d e a l "  A p p r o v a l  S h e e t s  w ill receive

GRATIS, S E T  O F  5 B O R N E O  &  LA B U A N .
\ O T I C F . —The ab ove P a ck e t is  offered fo r  a  lim ited  period sim ply as an  
' adrertiscm cnt. O nly one P a ck e t supplied  to each person.
tS” NEW 1900 LIST NOW READY, 80 pages, post free 

and gratis. New Packets, New Sets, New 1900 Albums, 
etc., etc.

E R R IN G T O N  &  MT^FTTIN,
S O U TH  H A C K N E Y, LO N D O N .

TIT-BITS! TIT-BITS!
It's a big sum, isn’t it ? But that is the amount which

TlT-B)TS h a e  now  p a id  In IN SU R AN CE CLAIM S.

The Tit-Bits system of Insurance is more generous than that of 
any other paper.

D o n 't tra v e l w ith o u t it .

WILL PUT MONEY IN YOUR PURSE.
P r iz , Com petitions fo r  Everybody!

Tit Bits Tit-Bits Tit-Bits
It Amusing. Is Entertaining. Is Instructive.

T I T - B I T S
Contains Something for Everybody,

TIT-BITS costs OSE PENNY EVERT THURSDAY.
CEO. NEWNES, Ltd., 7 -12 ,Southampton St>,Strand, W-C.

For Restless Babies.

A Booklet of Lullabies and Cradle 
Song’s, with words and music, will 
be sent free to anyone mentioning 
this paper, by FRAME FOOD CO., 
Ltd., Battersea, London, S.W. 
Applications must be made on post
cards only.

SILVER Q U E E N  C Y C L E S
O n  M o n t h l y  P a y m e n t s . Enor
mous B to c k . New and second 
hand. FROM |Q/- MONTHLY. 
Carriage paid. Free wheels and 
rim brakes. Illustrated Pries 
Lists Post Free t o  a n y  a d d r e s s . 

_ T h e  S i l v e r  Q c e e n  C y c l e  C o .,
L td., 221, Tottenham Court Road, London, W.

U.S.A. C O LU M B U S  S TA M P S  F R E E !
N o .  3 3 9  P R I Z E  P A C K E T  contains 1 2 0  different stamps, 

including Guatemala, Mexico, Greece (Olympic Games), 
Finland, Cuba, Philippines, Venezuela, Uruguay, Deccan, 
Columbia, Victoria, New Zealand Life Insurance, Argentine 
Republic, Bosnia, Bulgaria, Turkey, Luxemburg, U.S.A. 
Omaha, New South Wales Jubilee, Japan, etc., etc.. P o s t  
free, 7d» We will also include in every Packet &s a free gift a 
set of Six United States Columbus Issue (1,2,4,5, 8 and 10c.) 
Please name T he Captain.

Illu s tra ted  P r ic e  L U t F ree, A p p ro va l Sheet*  on L ib era l T erm t. 
A L F R E D G IL B E R T  S t CQ«, W o s t o n - a u p e r - M a r o ,

V CAPTAIN ■* EYE-OPENER (July) B o .l l  (Quote date when ordering.)
d fS ercn t, I k l . ,  in c lu d in g  A rg en tin e , C yprus, C an ad a (Sc. new), C eylon, 

A la lU  (2), U. 8. O m aha, 10 cen ts, 3 Tran svaal, O range S tate , W estern A u s 
t r o .  G ratis L a rg e  L ist  Set*. S o r tr a  |tL Stam pe, upw&rui. 280 M ounts

gratis to a l l  who apply fo r sheet*. A gents w an ted . Prises. COO d ifferent 
tam ps, C s.; 1,000, 10*. M ounted on Sheets, cle^n and perfect. B right's

THE INVINCIBLE PACKET, No. 98,
W o r t h  i a .  O n r  P r i c e ,  4 $ d .

T h is  m arvellous p ack et con tain s 23 genuine, c lean  and p erfect specim ens, 
in clu d in g  V i r g i n  I s l a n d *  1899, French R e p u b lic  (ifr .j, Port S aid  (.new 
issue), Jam aica, Q ueensland, S i e r r a  L e o n e ,  S p ain  ‘ ‘ Queen Isa b e lla ,"  
G reece, A rg en tin e  (obsolete Issue), F in lan d , G u a t e m a l a  1 9 0 0  flc, su r
charged on 10c. unused), O range F ree  States, S w eden “ H ead i n n e r  D u tch  
Indies, N icaragua (scarce old Issue), D eccan, N a tiv e  Indian, A le x a n d ria  
1900, N e w f o u n d l a n d  (unused), U .S .A . 1894, B raail, Cape (old id . b lack) 
D enm ark, C r e t e  ( n e w  1 9 0 0  I s s u e ) .  S irm oorto ld  H ead Issue, w orth  4d.), 
and  e n tire  N a tive  In d ia n  Post C ard, w orth 3d. P rice  4|<1.. postage id . ex tra . 
A s a  * p ed a l Inducem eut w e w ill g iv e  to all purch asers o f above P a ck e t the 
fo llow in g 3 Sets :— i  used  C osta R ica , 4 obsolete C anad a, and  4 Japan.
J. STUART A C O ., Stamp Importers, SPRING PROVE, ISIiSWORTH.

CANADA STAMPS 20 different-, with history Can, im n n u n  O i n m r o ,  8tamp9( Sena nAmeB muI
addresses of five private collectors. Our stamps cheapest 

and best.
J A M E S  B R O S . ,  W a t e r f o r d f O n t , ,  C a n a d a ,

A F R IC A N  S T A M P S .
N o *  18ft E X C E L H I O R  P A C K E T  co n ta in s 90 d ifferent A frican  

Stam p*. Including T ra n sv aa l, Cape C olour, N a ta l, B ritish  Morocco, T uu is, 
M ozam bique, E gyp t, Ac. Post free. ? d .

N o ,  19 6  EXCELSIOR PACKET con tain s 40 differen t A fr ic a n  
Stam ps, in cludin g L ouren co M arq u ez, Be Ira, G old C oast, C ongo F ree  
S tate , Soudan, A n g o la , M ozam bique, F u n ch a l, T u n is, Zam besi*, N atal, 
T ran svaal, Cape C olony, Ac. P o st free, I s .  7 t l .

N o ,  1 1 1  KXCELMIOR PACKET co n ta in s 30 d ifferent Stam ps, 
C .S  A . (W ar Tax), B ra zil, D utch Indies, Jap an , T u rk e y , A rg en tin e , E gypt. 
N atal, Cape o f Good H ope, P o rtu gal, In d ia , C eylon, New Zealand, Queens* 
land. A c., Ac. P ost free. I d ,

W ith  every No. 141 P acket w il l  b e sen t free  A  Bet o f  6  G r e e c e  
Olytnplo Games Stamps.

N o .  3 0 6 EXCELSIOR PACKET co n ta in s 30 differen t Stam ps, 
Inclu ding U.S.A- (W ar T ex), A lex an d ria , Jap an  (new issue), B olivia, N ew 
Z ea la n d .C u b a  (1878), A rgen tin e , T u rk e y , Greece (O lym pic Games), Canada, 
B rasil, U nited S ta te s  (Special D elivery), A c ,  Ac. Post free, 4il* Ia  
ad dition  to  th e  S tam ps m entioned  every P a ck e t w ill also con ta in  TW O  
SUDAN ( C a m e )  T r o o p e r ) ,  th e  m ost handsom e Stam ps in existen ce. 
O n ly  one P acket supplied  to  each  Purchaser.

P R I C E  L I S T ,  52 Pages, w ith  p articu la rs  o f l ,  000 Packet#, Sets, A lb um s, 
and  S ingle Stam ps, post free.

Approval .selections sent upon application,
BUTLER BEOS., OliEVEDODT.

SPECIAL BARGAIN PACKETS.
No. 13. POST FREE, 4d.

COSTAIN S WO WELL MIXED STAM PS  from all parts 
of the World, and is undoubtedly the cheapest ever offered. 

Includes Labuan (Jubilee 6c , very scarce), Trinidad (obsolete), 
Uruguay (scarce 1884 issue), Belgium (1869), Nicaragua, O uatc- 
maln, British Qniana, Bavaria (50pf.), Bermuda, Greece (old 
1862 issue), New South Wales (4d. Captain Cook), France (old 
empire), Porto Rico (1882, used), Portuguese India (scarce and 
obsolete), Brazil, Cape Colony, Natal, Venezuela, Bulgaria (sur. 
charged), Canada (figures), etc., etc. Post free, 4d.

Approval 8heets.
A fine selection now on sale. Send for one, and see low prices 
and large discount. Special list No. 15 now ready. Pott frtt.

ED W A R D  C O O PER  & C O .,
II, Archway Rd., Hl£h£ate, London, R. (Established 1870.)



V A D V E R T I S E M E N T S ,

THE book OF CRICKET
E D ITE D  BY C. B. PRY.

A Sumptuous Work, containing 4 3 1  Pictures printed upon superfine art paper, 
and bound in a handsome green cloth cover,

PRICE 12/6 nett. BY INLAND PARCEL POST, 13/2.

T h e “  B ook  of C r ick et”  stands alone in its m ethod o f dealing with the national pastime, for 
not m erely by  means o f vivid w ord pictures does it bring before its readers the personnel of the 
players described, but by the aid of its unparalleled illustrations the styles and methods of the 
giants o f the great gam e are clearly set forth . The players are not shown in meaningless attitudes, 
but are portrayed in tbe act of delivering tbe ball, making a cut, etc., and the individual charac
teristics of the different m en are brought out in a m anner that has never before even been 
attempted.

T he best efforts of m odern photography have been united with the m ost highly-skilled know
ledge o f the Technique o f Cricket to  m ake the 11 B ook o f Cricket ”  an accurate, instructive, and 
interesting work. T he D escriptive T ext, w hich is fuller and more elaborate than in any previous 
work o f the kind, has been written by  M r. C. B . F ry , whose name is synonym ous with all that is 
best in English Field Sports, and whose knowledge of, and skill in, Cricket aro universally 
adm itted to bo of the highest order.

e r  NOTE THE FEATURES OF THE WORK.
1. Every picture is a  new one.

2. Every picture is characteristic.

3. The text has been w ritten by one of the foremost
cricketers o f the day.

4. Skill in cricket has been united with modern
gra p hy to  obtain the best possible results.

photo-

A FE W  PRESS O PIN ION8.
‘ M a n c h e s t e r  G u j r d l a n .  T h e  '  B o o t  o f  C r i c k e t ’  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  h a n d s o m e s t  c r i c k e t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  w e  h a v e  

s e e n .  I t  i s  a  p o r t r a i t  g a l l e r y  o f  t h e  f a m o u s  p l a y e r s  o f  t o - d a y ,  a n d  e a c h  p l a y e r  i s  s h o w n  i n  t h e  a c t  o i  
m a k i n g  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s t r o k e . "

* I  t i e  G l o b e . “  M r .  C .  B ,  F r y ,  t h o  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  '  B o o k  o f  C r i c k e t , ’  w h o  m a k e s  g r e a t  s c o r e s  f o r  S u s s e x ,  a n d  
p l a y s  f o r  E n g l a n d  a g a i n s t  A u s t r a l i a ,  c a n  a l s o  w i e l d  t h e  p e n  t o  s o m e  p u r p o s e .  H i s  b a t  I s  t h e  m i g h t i e r ,  
b u t  h i s  p e n  i s  v e r y  a b l e  n o n e  t h o  l e s s . "

' S c o t t i s h  S p o r t . ” — “ A  g l a n c e  o v e r  t h o  ' B o o k  o i  C r i c k e t '  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  i t  is  
t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  v a l u a b l e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  f a m o a s  c r i c k e t e r s  y e t  p u b l i s h e d .  I t  is  
a  n e w  s t y l e  o f  c r i c k e t  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  a n d  w h e r e  w o  u s e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  c r i c k e t e r  s i t t i n g  i n  a n  e a s y  c h a i r ,  
w e  n o w  h a v e  h i m  p r e s e n t e d  e i t h e r  i n  t h o  a c t  o f  b o w l i n g  o r  m a k i n g  h i s  f a v o u r i t e  s t r o k e .  T h e  d e s c r i p t i v e  
m a t t e r  w r i t t e n  b y  C .  B .  F r y  i s  c r i s p  a n d  b r i g h t . "

‘ The Irish F i e l d . ” — " T h a t  t h e  ‘ B o o k  o f  C r i c k e t '  i s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  G e o r g e  N e w n e s ,  L t d . ,  i s  sufficient 
g u a r a n t e e  o f  i t s  e x c e l l e n c e ,  b u t  i t  e x c e e d s  a n y  a n t i c i p a t i o n s  t h a t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  f o r m e d  a b o u t  it , 
t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  b e s i d e s  b e i n g  r e a l  w o r k s  o f  a r t ,  a r e  s o  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . "

256 large pages, I r it is , by 9$ins. (weight 5£lbs.), handsomely bound in Green Cloth, Gilt 
Edges, 1 2 s .  G d .  nett; post free, 1 3 s .  2 d .

A M A G N IF IC E N T  C R IC K E T  C LU B  P R IZ E .
GEORGE NEWNES, LTD., 7-12, Southampton St., Strand, W-C.



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

fjOLLO WAY’S P ills & O intment.

PRE-EMINENT FOR 0 Q  YEARS.

N A T U R A L  H I S T O H 7 .

W A TK IN S  &  D O N C A S T E R ,
I f  A T U J i A  L I S T S ,

36, STRAND, LONDON, W.C, C h a ri n g C r o n )

j j e c p  in  s t o c k  e v e r y  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  A p p a r a t u s ,  C a b i n e t B ,  
B o o k s ,  a n d  S p e c i m e n s  f o r  C o l l e c t o r s  o f

BIRDS' EGGS, BUTTERFLIES and MOTHS, &c., &c.
Price Lift fo r  1900 s e n t  p o e t fr o e  on  A p p licatio n .

B O O K S  W O R T H  B U Y IN G .
T w e n t y  Y e a r s  o f  K e n t  C r i c k e t  .....................  I s .
H i s t o r y  o f  C r i c k e t  i n  S u s s e x  . . .     6 d .
H i s t o r y  o f  A m a t e n r  B o r i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  . . .  6 d .
C r i c k e t  C h a m p i o n s  o f  1 8 9 7    3 d .
C r i c k e t  C o m i c a l i t i e s  .....................    2 d .
L a w s  o f  C r i c k e t ,  w i t h  s p e c i a l  a r t i c l e  “  H o w

t o  P r e p a r e  a  C r i c k e t  P i t c h ”  ..................... 2 d .
F o o t b a l l  F u n n i o s i t i e s  ........................................................... l i d .

W R IG H T &  CO., 29, P aternoster Square.

PIPECLAY SUPERSEDED BY

Pickering’s “ Blanco.”
For Whitening all Articles of Buff or Buckskin Leather, such as Military Equipments, 

White Helmets, Cricket Pads and Shoes, and a  multitude of similar articles.

R EM O VES S T A IN S  A N O  D IS C O LO R A TIO N S  AND EN SURES EV EN N ESS OF COLOUR 
ANO A  S O F T , S IL K Y  S U R FA C E OF C LO S S Y S A T IN -L IK E  A PPEAR AN CE.

Much better and m ore convenient than P ipeclay, as there is no trouble of preparation, and is much
cheaper in the end.

«  D | A U p f l ”  *s put u p  i n  c u P  shaped blocks (registered design), and with 
D L H n U U  specially-made non-corrosive zinc box; it will be found the 

handiest article for the purposes named.

Sold a t C a n teen s, a lso  by Iro n m o n g ers, S a d d le rs , B ru sh m a k crs , <Cc. 

Manufacturers:
J O S E P H  P IC K E R IN G  &  S O N S , S H E F F IE L D .

Branch Office: St. George’s House, Eastcheap, London, E C.

RICHFORD’S “ P IS T O L  G R IP ”  SALOON OR GARDEN GUN,
L o n g  B l o c k  

S a f e t y  A c t i o n .  
I n  N o .  1 , 2 ,  a n d  
3  S i z e  B o r e s ,

1 2 /G  e i t h e r  B o r e .  T h e s e  g u n s  w i t h o u t  d o u b t  a r e  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  v a l u e  i n  t h e  
m a r k e t ; f o r  t h e  S a l o o n  o r  G a r d e n  t h e y  a r e  j u s t  t h e  v e r y  t h i n g .  T h e  s t o c k  i s  

o T  w a l n u t ,  n i c e l y  p o l i s h e d ,  c h e c k e r e d  g r i p ,  b l u e d  b a r r e l ,  a n d  n i c k e l l e d  f i t t i n g s .  T h e  a c t i o n  o f  
b r e e c h  a l l o w s  n o  e s c a p e  o f  g a s ,  t h e  e x t r a c t i n g  p r i n c i p l e  i s  m o s t  s i m p l e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e .  B a l l  
C a r t r i d g e s  f o r  N o .  1 . 7 j d .  p e r  1 0 0 ;  S h o t  d i t t o ,  1 /4  p e r  1 0 0 .  D o n ’ t  f o r g e t o n r  w e l l - k n o w n  C h e a p  

S a l o o n  o r  G a r d e n  G u n  a t  7 /6 ,  N o .  1  o n l y .  O u r  G e m  A i r  G u n s .  N o .  1 , f r o m  1 3 /6 .  A i r  P i s t o l s ,  i n  b o x ,  c o m p l e t e ,  2 /3 ,

post
....  n

“hort, 1/3 l o o . ________________________ _

Our Well-known 1-Plate “  Gem ”  Camera, 5/6. post free. Our 31 by 2 i Express Hand Camera. 5/6, post free. 
All kinds o f  Cameras and accessories In stock. Send for our lists, post free.

_  O R IC H FO R D  &. CO ., 153, F L E E T  S T R E E T , L O N D O N , E.O. Establithed 1876.



VI A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

C O N T R A C T O R S  T O  T H E  A D M IR A L T Y .

“ CLYDE BUILT ”
MODEL RACING YACHTS.

Theta Yacht* are now too 
well known to.need any re
commendation* They are 
carTed from noted line?, 
“  Britannin." 44 AI lsn," 
44 Shamrock,” etc.
Models. Ripped  
w ith  our B lu e  
Btrjned Mtx!el"Sajl 
Clotn, with Br&sa 
Fittings. Tested 
an d  guarantee.
▼ery fast r tcera.

Length Price, 
of deck. carr. free 

N o .  1 , 1 6 1 n „  6S. 6d. 
N o *  2 *  1 8 i n * ,  8s ,  6d. 
N o .  3 ,  2 0 1 n . ,  1 0 s .  O d .  

N o .  I ,  2 2 i n . ,  1 5 s .  O d .  
N o .  B , 2 4 i n . ,  1 7 s . 6 d .  
N o .  8,  2 8 1 n M 2 2 s .  6d .

No. 1 is Bermuda rigged, the 
others cotter rigged, as ner 
engraving. Nos. 4, 6, and 6 
hare fljiag jib extra.

J u s t  p u b l i s h e d .  N e w  I l l u s t r a t e d  “ L i s t ”  o f  a b o v e  a n d  
l a t e s t  D e s i g n s  o f  Y a c h t s .  M a g n i f i c e n t  L o c o m o t o r s  M a r i n e ,  
a n d  L a u n c h  E n g i n e s ,  D y n a m o s ,  N e w  D e s i g n s  o f  L a u n c h  
M o t o r s .  S p e c i a l  S h i p s '  F i t t i n g s ,  e t c . ,  e t c .  S e n d  f o r  o n e  . t o 
d a y  ;  p o s t  f r e e ,  o n e  s t a m p .

C L Y D E  M O D E L  D O C K Y A R D  A N D  E N G IN E  D E P O T ,
Model Tachi Buildert, Brvjmurt. and SlectTiciam, 

A R G Y L L  A R C A D E ,  G L A S G O W ,  N.B. 
ESTABLISHED 1789. MODELS TO BCALB.

American Derby
Roll-Top Desks

are the last word in desk construction. They are the 
outcome o f Ample Capital, Inventive Genius, and the 
Highest Mechanical Skill. Whether for the OQice, 
Study, Library, or Board-room, they are

The Desks par excellence.
Elegant in appearance, strongly built, replete with handy 
contrivances and pigeon-holes, they offer the l>est value 
to all who have any use for Roll-Top Desks. In various 
styles and sizes from £5 10s.

W e G u a ra n tee  E v e ry  D erby  Desk!
GRATIS —Our Fully Illustrated No, 85 Desk Catalogue

free to any reader of TBsCirriix,

THOMAS TURHER (L e ic e s t e r ) ,  Ltd.,
44, Holborn Viaduct, LONDON, E.C.;

B I R M I N G H A M  a n d  L E IC E S T E R .

T H E R E  A R E

O T H E R S ,I I

B U T

“E U X E TTE ”
Is the

<H B E S T  S A V O U R Y  H>
for

T S r e a f i f a d t . Z t e a . < f a n c h O t e f ie d >
ETC.

~B /■ per Terrine, In hermetically sealed Tins.

M a n u f a c t u r e d  b y  M r s .  A .  B .  M A R S H A L L

(Marshall’s School of Cookery), LONDONm



T H E  C A P T A I N .
Contents for July, 1900.

r U Z Z L E :  "  D E S C R I P T I O N  O F  K R U G E R  ”  ...................
I 'O R T  N o . 12 A T  T H E  M O D D E R  R I V E R  .................................

K O D A K  P H O T O G R A P H Y  I N  P E A C E  A N D  W A R .................................
W ith  Illu stra tion s ta k en  in S ou th  A fr ica , e tc.
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■■THE C A P T A I N  "  P U Z Z L E  C O R N E R ..............................................................
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W ith  Illustrations.
'•M Y F A V O U R I T E  C H A R A C T E R  I N  F I C T I O N .”  ( M a r k  T a p l e y .)
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OU R L I B R A R Y  C O R N E R ............................................................................................
T H E  F R E E  W H E E L ...........................................................................................................
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L E T T E R  T O  Y E  O L D E  F A G G E .............................................................................
T H R E E  W H I T E  M I C E  ............................................................................................

I llu stra ted  b y  STEW ART B r o w n e .
A R E A L  M I N I N G  E X P E R I E N C E  ..............................................................

I llustrated  b y  A y t o n  S y m i n g t o n .
T H E  A M E R I C A N 'S  R E V E N G E  .............................................................................

I llu stra ted  b y  PA U L H A R D Y .
SOM E S C H O O L  F O O T B A L L  R E S U L T S  ...............................................
DRESS I N  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  .............................................................................
S P E C IA L  P A G E S  ...........................................................................................................
" C A P T A I N "  C O M P E T I T I O N S  F O R  J U L Y ................................................
" T H E  O L D  F A G " — E D I T O R I A L  ..............................................................
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T h e  E d i t o r  d o e s  n o t  h o l d  h i m s e l f  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a n y  M S S . ,  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  o r  d r a w i n g s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  h i m ,  b u t  w h e n  
s t a m p s  a r e  e n c l o s e d  h e  w i l l  e n d e a v o u r  t o  r e t u r n  t h o s e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  w h i c h  h e  c a n n o t  m a k e  u s e .

T h e  Ca p t a in  w i l l  b e  f o r w a r d e d  d i r e c t  f r o m  t h e  O f f ic e s  o f  G e o r g e  N e w n e s ,  L i m i t e d ,  t o  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  - w o r l d ,  p o s t  
f r u  f o r  o n e  y e a r  f o r  8 s . 6 d .  C a s e s  f o r  B i n d i n g  V o l s .  I .  i t  I I .  m a y  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  a n y  B o o k s e l l e r  f o r  I s .  6 d .  e a c h ;  
or p o s t  f r e e  f o r  I s .  9 d .  e a c h  d i r e c t  f r o m  t h e  O f f ic e .  V o l t .  I .  <& I I .  a r e  n o w  r e a d y ,  p r i c e  6 s .  e a c h ,  o r  p o s t  f r e e  6 s .  6 d .

Chocolate in P erfection .
B'crsr

K L A U S ’S
GHOCOLAT A LA NOISETTE.

In T a b le t fiormi
S o l d  b y  a l l  C o n f e c t i o n e r s  a n d  S t o r e s  I n  I d .  p a c k e t s  

a n d  u p w a r d s .

F a c t o r y ;  S o le  A g e n t  ( T r a d e  o n l y  J,

be Locle, S w itzerland. C. TENNANT SMITH.

OHlces and Show Rooms: 42 & 44, Cheapslde, E.C.

S TU A R T SURRIDGE’S
CELEBR ATED

P .R .D

Cricket 

Bats

T h e s e
'  B a t s  a r e

n o w
‘  m a d e  i n  

■ m a i l e r  s i z e s ,  
s u i t a b l e  f o r  

P u b l i c  S c h o o l  u s e .

AS MADE r o t t

Lord’s, Oval, Eton, 
end Harrow.

175, Boro’ , S.E.



YU1 A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

the C  u N DAY CTRAND
*  a ^ t a n d s  ^ - ^ u p r e m e .

The JULY Number
IN V IT E S  D E F IE S  D E S IR E S

IN S P E C T IO N . C O M P E T IT IO N . C O M P A R IS O N .

C O N T E N T S .

T H E  L IF E  O F  J E S U S  C H R IS T , b y  Ia n  M a e la ren .
T h e  R e l i g i o u s  W o r k  o f  t h e  Y e a r .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  b e s t  L i f e  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  e v e r  w r i t te n .

DADDY’S GIRL. S e r i a l  S t o r y  b y  M r s .  L .  T .  M e a d e .
T h e  S tory  o f  th e  Y ea r . Illu stra ted  b y  G o r d o n  B r o w n e .

THE INDIAN FAMINE. B y  G e o r g e  C l a r k e .
I l l u s t r a t e d  b y  P h o t o g r a p h s  t a k e n  o n  t h e  s p o t .  T h e  m o s t  s t a r t l i n g  s e t  o f  P ic tu r e s  ever 
p r o d u c e d .  T h e y  t e l l  t h e  c r u e l  s t o r y  a s  n o  p e n  c o u l d  d o  i t .

OUR WOUNDED AT HOME.
N e t l e v  H o s p i t a l .  T h e s e  P h o t o g r a p h s  w e r e  t a k e n  f o r  t h e  S u n d a y  St r a n d  b y  spec ia l 
p e r m i s s io n  o f  t h e  C o l o n e l  i n  c o m m a n d .  T h e  o n l y  P h o t o g r a p h s  e v e r  t a k e n  o f  o u r  W o u n d e d  
H e r o e s  a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e i r  b e d s  a t  N e t l e y .  P h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h e  Q u e e n ’ s H e r o .

RELIGIOUS PICTURES OF THE YEAR.
P h o t o g r a p h s  t a k e n  o f  t h e  g r e a t  P a i n t i n g s  a t  t h e  R o y a l  A c a d e m y .  R e p r o d u c e d  o n ly  in  
t h e  S u n d a y  S t r a n d .

THE TEACHERS’ ORPHANAGE. By J, H. Y o x a u ., M.P.
E v e r y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  U n i o n  o f  T e a c h e r s  s h o u l d  s e e  t h i s  a r t i c l e .

THE SEYENTH COMMANDMENT. A S t o r y  b y  A. B. C ooper.

Stories by E. M. JAMESON, ROBERT HALIFAX, Mrs. FITZGERALD, etc.

120 PAGES. ' PRICE SIXPENCE. 140 ILLUSTRATIONS.

“THE SUNDAY STRAND” is equal to “  THE STRAND,”
and superior to all other Religious Magazines.—Vide DctHy Press.

ON SJ^laE EV E R YW H E R E .

GEORGE NEWNES, Ltd., 7-12, Southampton Street, Strand, London, W.C.
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T -  U  < 3  O F  V V X \  ^

" F r a m e  F o o d  T e a m  W i n s  E a s i l y

Four stardy children 
Scire as you’re alive ' 
Reared on'FRAME FOOD’dief 
Gan beat- any Five.

SOMETHING TO  AMUSE CHILDREN A  B o o k le t  o r  A m u s in g  a n d  A t t r a c t iv e  N u r s e r y  J i n g l e s  s e n t  f r e e  o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  ( I f  
t h i s  M a g a z in e  i s  m e n t io n e d )  b y  F R A M E  FO O D  C O .. L t d . ,  B a t t e r s e a .  L o n d o n .  8 .W .



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . i

FRANK SUGG,
TH E PRACTICAL CRICKETER and ATH LETE, whose *  

PRACTICAL and RELIABLE. Catalogue
TE N N IS  RACQUETS.

4/3 , 6/fl, 8 /6 ,1 0 /- .  12/6.
15 /-, 18/6.

C R IC K ET SH IR TS,
1 /6 ,2 /6 , 3 /6 , 4, 6.

C R IC K ET BAGS.
. .  . .  4 /6 , 6 /6, 7 /0, 10/0.
. .  . .  18/6, 25 /-, 3 0 .- .

AIR GUNS.
3/11, 4.9, 7 /C , 10 0 15 /-, 19/9, 22/6.

PISTOLS, 2 /1 1 , 3/6. 
CRICKET SHO ES, 3/0, 5 0, 7 /r ,

Carpet
Leather

C R IC K E T  B A T S .
Full Size— Witch .............   l"/6

R a n j i  ............................................... 1 5 / -
SuL-L'ceis'....................... 12/0
Don .............................10/-
Klynker ........................  7.6

„ Slojrcer...............  5,9
S i z e  4 .  a l l  Cane Handle 4 / 6,  6/6 , 8/6

„ 5 , ........................... 5/6 8/-, 10/6
„ G...................................0 6,9.6,12/6

V 1 it
C R IC K ET

fuek .. .
Canvas .. .

BOOTS.
. 10/6, 15/-, 22/0.
. . .5, - post free.

32, Lord Street,

LIVERPOOL.
Goods aro thoroughly

Vest F ree .
C R IC K ET TR O USER S.

5/9, 7/9, 10/6, IS/-.
M A TC H  BALLS.

3.G, 4/6, 5/6, 6,6.
B A TTIN G  GLOVES.

3/6, 4/6, 6/6, 7/8.
r u b b e r  h a n d l e s .

The “ County” .. 9d.; post free, 1/-.
LEG GUARDS, 4/6,6/6, 7/6, 8/0, 10,0.

SW EATERS, 2/9, 4/6, G/G, 7/9. 
RUN N IN G SH O ES, 4/9, 6/6, 7/6, 9/9. 
DRAWERS OR VESTS, 1/-, 1/9. 2/6.

F r o m  S c h o o l  t o  B u s i n e s s
VIA

r t l a r k ’ s
1/V7L S E R V IC E & \

EXPERT TUITION for Young Ladies & Youths.
7 5 %  S U C C E S S F U L ,  i A L L  S U B J E C T S .

7 5 %  F I R S T  P R I Z E S .  | T h o r o u g h  B u s i n e s s  T r a i n i n g

8,000 SUCCESSES.
D AV, E V E M X C i. A M *  P O S T A L  4 I A ' S ! S .

------- o-------
1, 2, & 3 , C H A N C E R Y  L A N EJ

T°  Economical M o th e rs !
F O R  H O M F  D Y E I N G

D Y E S
CURTAINS. FROCKS, SILKS,SATINS  
COTTONS & in fact EVERYTHING  
C o lo u r s  4 ^  B l a c k  6  •

For CERTAIN SATISFACTION
ASK for and INSIST UPON 

getting the

DAISY
20th 

CENTURY

Esttemr

2lL*.

AIR-RIFLE.
S h o o t s  B . B . S h o t  o r  D a r t s  

■ w ith  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r c e  t o  k i l l  R a t s ,  
A c . ,  a t  5 0 f t .  U s e f u l  a n d  A m u s i n g  f o r  

_  A d u l t s ,  j e t  a  S a f e  T o y  f o r  C h U d r e n .

K I T E  T O - d a y  f o r  a d d r e s s  o f  n e a r e s t  a g e n t  t o  " C "  D e p t .

_WM. £. PECK & Co., 8, Bradford Avenue, London.

‘JUNO’ CYCLES
T h e  V e r y  B e s t .
T h e  m o it  U p -to -D a te . 
For L ad ies an d  G e n ts .

Free or Fixed Wheels.
Monthly.
£ 0  14 3 
£ 0  18 4 
£ 0  19 3 
£1 0 0 
£1 1 0 
£ 1  3  4  

Carriay. ril l 
Discount fur Ctt h.

£8 10 
£11 6 
£11 11 
£12 0 
£12 12 
£14 0

R o a d  R a c e r  a n d  /  £ 1 0  0  “ “ t o  1 6  8 l l t l i l y .
L i g h t  R o a d s t e r  t £ 1 0  1 0  . . .  £ 0  1 7  6  . ,
Write at once for New Season's Price List of June Cycles and Accessor.e 

{over 10U I'aj'fsl, neat post free.
LARGE JUNO CYCLE RIDING SCHOOL. Purchasers Free.

M ETR O P O LITA N  MACHINISTS* CO.. Ltd.. 
7S-76, B1SH OPSGATE STRE ET W IT H O U T , LONDON, E.C. 

And at P IC C A D IL L Y  CIRCUS, LONDON. W .
Tyre Bell. 2 /- Scorcher Brake, 1 /- Standard Cyclometer (10,000 mis.1,1 /30

T H E  M O ST  NUTR IT IO US.

EPPS’S
G R A T E F U L -C O M F O R T IN G .

COCOA
B R E A K F A ST -SU P P E R .

PETERS
I

IrT U  r  A D I ^ lM  A l i i

M i l k - c h o c o l a t e
TH £ m o s t  n o u r i s h i n g  a n d  

DELICIOUS SWEETMEAT in  thi/ WORLD.

N O  I M I T A T I O N  H A S  
T H E  C H A R M  o r P € T € R ’S.

tkt Tablets d  6'}. d  If. Croquettes. Sold everywhere. 
Sole Agcnti (trade only!. 8. J. Mackenzie A Co., Ltd,\Ycllclose So . ixindoi



n A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .
■ ■1 r* 1 .. -
Established;^856. C apital  £75,000.

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS,
Postage Stamp Albums.

New edition, greatly enlarged and up-to-date.
Fifteen Prize Medals have been awarded to these albums in the 

past seven years at Paris, Chicago, Geneva, London, etc,, etc.
Improved Album, No. 0,176 pages, bound in doth, spaces 

for 4,700 stamps, and 50 stamps presented gratis, in apacket, with 
each album. Price Is. 3d.

N.B.—The average sale of this album in 1899 was 1,200 per 
month.

Strand Postage Stamp Album. Prices 2s. 6d., 5s., &  Ss. 6d.
Best value in the trade. Profusely illustrated, four plates of the 

watermarks (an atlas of special up-to-date maps in the best edi
tions). Geographical and Historical Notes at the head of each 
country. Spaces for from 8,000 to 11,000 stamps. Size 91in. by 
7Jin.

Imperial Postage Stamp Albums. Price 7s. 6d. to 70s. 
each. ^

During the past decade about 46,000 of these albums have been 
sold ; they are the premier Sjtamp albums of the day, and 
the sale has greatly increased every year. Circular with lull par
ticulars and sample pages gratis on application to S. Gibbons, Ltd.

Stanley Gibbons’ Priced Stamp Catalogues are those 
universally accepted and used by all dealers as the basis of their 
prices, and have been adopted generally by all the Exchange 
Clubs. In two volumes, price 2s. 3d. each,about 11,000 beautiful 
illustrations, reproduced by permission of the Inland Revenue 
authorities, by photography.

Vol. 1. Stamps of Great Britain and her Colonies, 224 pages.
Vol. If. Stamps of Foreign Countries, 350 pages.

LAR GE N E W  P R O S P E C TU S .
With full details of all Stamp Albums, Catalogues, Handbooks, and 
list of nearly 2,000 Sets and Packets at Bargain Prices, sent post 
free on application.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., Stamp Importers,
3 9 1 , S T R A N D .

(OrrO-UTB H otel C ecil), LONDON, W.C.

fl Delightful Sweetmeat. h

Q LEAVES’
Celebrated O j  A u t S u s ,

w Absolutely 
f f  Pure, there

t o  f f  fore best.

9
“ Purest Materials, 
Excellent Flavour.'’ 

— Lanctt. 
“  Exceptionally Choice, 

Uniformly Delicious.”
— Court Circular. 

“ Such Delicious and Harm, 
less Dainties.”

— F am ily  Doctor.

J0M CLEAVE & SON, Lid.,
C re d ito ri, Devon.

C E L E B R I T I E S  O F  T H E  A R M Y ,

the latest serial work issued by George Newnes, Ltd., seems to crown the publishing enterprise 
which the war has brought out. The work will be completed in about twelve '-sixpenny parts. 
Each contains four large superb coloured photographs of our Generals, accompanied in every 
instance by short, readable personal notices. The photos are works of art. “ Bobs,” “ Fighting 
Mac,” General French, and other favourites are presented in the hues of life, and a pathetic 
interest attaches to the fine life-like study of the late General Wauchope.

This is what the D  TIN D E E  A D V E R T IS E R  says.

Parts 1 to 10 are Now Ready. 6d. each.
Do think article Royal in
you that used Households thousands
ever any in and of

o t h e r  h o m e s t e a d s  m u s t  h a v e  e s t a b l is h e d  its  claim  

o n  m e r it , a n d  m e r i t  a to n e  ?

i s  n o w  r e c o g n is e d  a s  t h e  o n e  a n d  o n ly  sn tisla clo iy  

C A R P E T  C L E A N E R  a n d  R E S T O R E R ■ P ™ *
p e r  B a l l  a t  a l l  S t o r e s ,  o r  s a m p le  B a l l  p e t  I r e * * '  

f r o m  C H IV E R 8 ’ C A R P E T  8 Q A P  F A C T O R Y , a » 1 0 ’

C H I V E R S '  

C A R P E T  S O A P



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

y i i E  i n v i n c i b l e  p a c k e t ,  N o -  t o o .
9 W orth 4 /- . OUr price, 4Jd.
TliismnrrMIous packet contain* 25 genuine, clean, aud perfect specimens, 

- V B r u n s w i c k ,  1880 unused, w orth ed „ Alexandria
l>yi issue! ' lnl>. Java, Grand, Comoro TiljamU unused, Sudan (scarce

D O 1

-Provisional,” PortugalSegnaUsse, Japanese C h lnaivery rare), fine 
old Italian. Johor 41 Head7' issue, and China 1 888  (scarce 2c, red 
used) Pnr** 4*il«« p o s t a g e  I d .  e x t r a .  >Ve will give to ail pur- 
“i,W r4 of above packet a fine set of 5 unused M exico. 1887, worth Is.
J. 91"~JAKT & CO,, Stamp Importers, SPRING GROVE, ISLEWORTH,

. D IF F E R E N T , O d .. including/old British Blue imperf., British 
1 linuiluras, Cyprus, Canada (5c. maple), Italy (unpaid!, Japan 

reikliDg* 1\ S. Omaha (10c.), Venezuela. Victoria. 500 different, 5s.; 
iOOO iGs.’ .Mounted, rle^n and perfect. Gratis Large List Bets. Sneers 
ii'tam w upwards. 250 Mounts gratis to all who apply for sheets. Agents 
Knt*tl. Shops and private. Brizes besides good discount. Mounts, 1,000. 
Id. Bright's! utalogue,2». 6d.; King's, Is. 3d., post free,—A. P. McACSLAN 
i  Tl'HNKK. 95, Bath Street, Glasgow,

r S T A M P  C O L L E C T O R S  ! — N e w f o u n d l a n d  1 8 9 8 ,  l c . ,  2 c . ,  2 c*  
( o b s o l e t e ) ,  3 c . ,  5 c . ,  l l o y a l  F a m i l y ,  u s e d  s e t  o f  5 ,  1 0 d . ,  j> o s t  
free. W it h  e v e r y  s e t  s o l d  w i l l  b e  s e n t  a  s e t  o f  6 C o s t a  R i c a ,  1 8 8 9 ,  

unused lc . t o  ftOc., g r a t i s .  P r i c e  L i s t  F r e e .  S h e e t s  o f  S t a m p s  
te n tw  A p p r u o u l .—  J ,  E d w a r d s  K i n g , S t a m p  I m p o r t e r ,  I p s w i c h .

“ A P E E P  IN TO  P U N C H ”
(George Newncs, Limited) is the title which Mr. J. Holt Schooling has 
pvrn to the collection of pictures and merry jests which he has culled 
trorn the (age* of “ The Englishman's Bible." And, as Mr. Schooling 
latests, it is in truth a “ delicious" peep, and its joking is far different 
from the mmst, unpleasant stuff which occasionally passes for humour 
wvadavs. The worst of the book is that it encourages whoever takes it 
opto turn over the pages when he ought to be working. To people with 
four or five evenings a week to spare this “ Peep” may be recommended. 
Busy pcr&cn* must only regard it as a temptation to be resisted. It is a 
tuciudUug IhhAc.—1This is what The St. James's Gazette says.

A't/irtu 500 7h}£*fraftons, 5 /- nett ; post free, 6 /4 .
M2 SOUTHAMPTON STREET, ST R A N D . LONDON, W .C ,

The ‘WONDER,’ 3d.
100 D IF F E R E N T  S T A M P S  iOO

In clu d in g  J a p a n e s e  C o r e a  ( 1 9 0 0 ) ,  G w a l i o r  S t a t e ,  S o u d a n  
(C am el T r o o p e r ) .  G u a t e m a l a ,  S e r v i a ,  V i c t o r i a ,  B r a z i l ,  L u x e m 
burg, A r g e n t i n e ,  P o r t u g a l ,  Q u e e n s l a n d ,  S e t  o f  8 C a n a d a ,  S e t  O f  
5 S w e d e n  ( i n c l u d i n g  S e r v i c e ) ,  S e t  o f  5  I n d i a ,  R u s s i a ,  2  J a p a n e s e ,  
C o tta  R i c a  ( 1 8 6 3 ) , E n t i r e  B e l g i a n  P o s t c a r d ,  G r e e c e ( 0 1y r a p l a n  
G a m es  i s s u e ) ,  e t c . ,  e t c .  3 d .  P O S T A G E  I d .  E X T R A .

IN ADDITION, every Purchaser of the above Packet applying for a 
selection of our “ Ideal’* A pproval S h e e ts  will receive

GRATIS, A S E T  O F  5 M E X IC O  (1886 1900).
( T h is  S et a lo n e  i s  ca ta lo g u ed  a t  2s. ! ! )

NOTICE. The above Packet is offered for a limited period simply as an 
advcit]*L*ment, Only one Packet supplied to each person.

* 3 ” S e e  o u r  1 9 0 0  L I S T .  8 0  p a g e s ,  p o s t  f r e e  a n d  g r a t i s .  
N i -w  P a c k e t s ,  N e w  S e t a ,  N e w  1 9 0 0  A l b u m s .

ERRINGTON 8 c m a r t  i n ,
S O U TH  H A C K N E Y , LO N O O N .

’ PlllS * OlNW"!
PRC■ [M IN IN ! fO R  §0 Y£ARS

J s r ^ ' r x r r t A . L  h i s t o r y .

W A T K IN S  &  D O N C A S T E R ,
A  t  TUI! A LISTS,

36, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. ' Charinff C r o t ii

k e e p  in  s t o c k  e v e r y  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  A p p a r a t u s ,  C a b i n e t s ,  
B o o k s ,  a n d  S p e c i m e n s  f o r  C o l l e c t o r s  o f

BIRDS’ EGGS, BUTTERFLIES and MOTHS, &c., &c.
P rice  L ist fo r  1900 s e n t  p o et tre e  on  a p p lic a tio n .

R O Y A L  A J A X  C Y C L E S
O n M o n t h l y  P a y m e n t s . E n o r 
m o u s  s t o c k .  N e w  a n d  s e c o n d  
h a n d .  F R O M  |Q/- M O N T H L Y .  
C a r r i a g e  p a i d .  F r e o  w h e e l s  a n d  
r i m  b r a k e s .  I l l u s t r a t e d  P r i c e  
L i s t s  P o s t  F r e e  to  a n y  a d d r e s s . 
T h e  B r it i s h  C y c l e  M a n u f a c 

t u r in g  C o . ,  4 5 ,  E v e r t o n  R o a d ,  L i v e r p o o l .  lEttablitfxd 1877).

THIRTY DIFFERENT SWEDEN GRATIS!
N o. 338  M O N S T E R  P R IZ E  P A C K E T  contains 1 20  lUmpi, all
different, including Guatemala, Mexico, Greece Olympic Games. Finland. 
Cuba, Pliilipines, Venezuela, Uruguay, Deccan, Colombia, Victoria, New 
Zealand Life Insurance, Argentine, Bosnia. Bulgaria, Turkpv. Luxemburg, 
U.S. A., Omaha, New South Wales J ubilee, Japan,etc., etc. P o s t  free , 7d. 
In each packet we will also include, simply as an advertisement, a 
magnificent set of T H IR T V  different S W E D E N , including O fficia l 
and O b so le te  Iss u e s . Please mention Tmx Cxm tif,

Illu stra ted  P r ice  L is t arui A pproval Selections sent P ost Free  
on application,

A L F R E D  G IL B E R T  &  C O ., W C B to n < fiu p e r» M a re .

SOUDAN STAMPS FREEH
X o .  ROD E X C E L S I O R  P A C K E T  contains 50 different Stamps,
k p l i id i t v r  IT tl A t W n r  T o  . 1  A i . . . n . l . 1 .  Ta j . a w  i . . . . . i  r » .  1.' I _ v*   

addition to the Stamf>« mentioned, every Packet wilt also contain T W O  
S U D A N  <C am el T ro o p e r ), the most (handsome Stamps in existence. 
Only one Packet supplied to each Purchaser.

S H IL L IN G  S T A M P  A L B U M .

N o.
ILLUSTRATED.

1 E X C E L S I O R  consists of 120 pages,
with spaces for 2;su0 Stamps, And contains a mass 
of information as to dates of issue, coinage, sove
reigns, Ac. It is beautifully bound in cloth, 
illuminated 1n gold. Is . post free, A Packet of 
SOdiffereut 9tamps is sent with each Album*

P R IC E  L IS T , 52 pages, full of Illustrations. 
Sets and Packets at very low prices. Pree with 
every List, provided a selection on approval is re
quested, a S e t  nt F iv e  S w e d e n  S e r v i c e .

Mention “ Caktaix."
B U T L E R  B R O S . ,  C L E V E D O N .

RICHFORD’S “ P IS TO L  G R IP ”  SALOON OR GARDEN GUN,
■ »

L o n g  B l o c k  
S a f e t y  A c t i o n .  
I n  N o .  1 , 2 ,  a n d  
3  S i z e  B o r e s ,

1 2 /6  e i t h e r  B o r e .  T h e s e  g n n s  w i t h o u t  d o u b t  a r e  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  v a l u e  i n  t h e  
m a r k e t ;  f o r  t h e  S a l o o n  o r  G a r d e n  t h e y  a r e  j u s t  t h e  v e r y  t h i n g .  T h e  s t o c k  i s  

o f  w a l n u t ,  n i c e l y  p o l i s h e d ,  c h e c k e r e d  g r i p ,  b l u e d  b a r r e l ,  a n d  n l c k e l l e d  f i t t i n g s .  T h e  a c t i o n  o f  
b r e e c h  a l l o w s  n o  e s c a p e  o f  g a s ,  t h e  e x t r a c t i n g  p r i n c i p l e  i s  m o s t  s i m p l e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e .  B a l l  
C a r t r i d g e s  f o r  N o .  1 ,  7 j d .  p e r  1 0 0 ;  S h o t  d i t t o ,  1 /4  p e r  1 0 0 . D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  o n r  w e l l - k n o w n  C h e a p  

S a l o o n  o r  G a r d e n  G u n  a t  7 /6 ,  N o .  1 o n l y .  O u r  G e m  A i r  G u n s ,  N o .  l . f r o m  1 3 /6 .  A i r  P i s t o l s ,  I n  b o x ,  c o m p l e t e ,  2 /3 ,  
p o s t  4 d .  D a i s y  A i r  G u n s ,  3 /9 .  p o s t  6d ,  B . B .  S h o t  f o r  s a m e ,  6d .  p e r  l b .  b o x .  p o s t  4 d .  D a r t s  f o r  s a m e .  8d .  p e r  d o z „  

p o s t  fr e t - .  T h e  "  V a c u u m , ”  o r  “  H a r m l e s s ”  P i s t o l ,  w i t h  T a r g e t ,  2 / - ,  p o s t  f r e e .  D i t t o ,  N . P . ,  3 / - ,  p o s t  f r e e .  O u r  c e l e b r a t e d  
K e n u n e t m  P a t t e r n  R i f l e s ,  ’ 2 2  c a l i b r e ,  1 2 /6  e a c h .  P r i c e s  o f  C a r t r i d g e s  f o r  s a m e ,  B . B .  C a p s ,  l i d .  1 0 0 ;  C . B .  C a p s ,  1 /2  1 0 0 ;  -2 2  
bh°rt, i, j oo. ___________________

Our Well-known i-PIate “ Gem ” Camera, 5/6. post free." Our 31 by 2J Express Hand Camera, 5/6, post free. 
All kinds of Cameras and accessories in stock. Send for our lists, post free.

__ O. R IC H FO R D  &  C O .t 153, F L E E T  S T R E E T , L O N D O N , E.O. Ettabluhed 1876.



iv A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

PROTECTS FROM etflk la .

“ H E A L T H  C U L T U R E ”  ( 1 8 8 p p .)  a n d  P R IC E  L IS T  S E N T  FR E E.

3 0 ,  S L O A N E  S T R E E T ,  S .W .  
1 1 5 , V I C T O R I A  S T R E E T ,  S .W .

1 2 6 , R E G E N T  S T R E E T ,  W .

4 5 6 ,  S T R A N D  (cg££{gc) , W .C .

8 5  & 8 6 ,  C H E A P S I D E ,  E .C .

PUR E W O O L  S P O R T IN G  &  G E N E R A L  T A I L O R S :- 4 2 ,  C o n d u i t  8 t r e c t ,  N e w  B o n d  S t r e e t ,  W.

( S ix  doort west o f  A .  d  N. S toreu

G R AN D

CRICKET CLUB P R IZ E !
*-<zX5<£y'3

ClK . . 
Book of 
Cricket,

By G. B. FRY.

Containing 431 
specially taken 

Photographic 
Illustrations 
of the

I leading Cricketers 
of England 

and Australia.

Price 12/6.
B y  I n l a n d  P a r e d  P o d ,  

1 3 t .  t d .

G E O R G E  N E W N E S ,  L td .,
Southampton St., Strand, London.

YOU 
GLEAN 
W ITH  
EUGALYNE.

F u r n itu r e  Polish  
S u p e rse d e d •

GOOD NEWS
F O R

CYCLISTS.
Mr. J. R. TRIGWKI.r, tin well- 

known C y c le  Expert, writing ««®146.R niton Hill. fondiu,S.\V.,noder 
date. June 23rtU.1900, s*ys:- I 
pleasure in adding my [fitimoa/to 
the merits o f JE ccs lt s  css h e m . ft smt" 
able preparation for L-leaniag r! 
enamelled portions of cycles, eta “  
brines up the polish in ft" 'ar’5 !„“  manner, removing all the errate 
marks off,and with very 
1 do not know, but 1 »l'uu!cLt5'“ j; 
that, i f  applied to the l,lntE>l |5 rl ' ! ' ' 
woufd probably prcirni the® from 
rusting.—Yours very tru ly , .

iSi,;ue,il “  f  1.. i Kicvwrtx-

E U C A L Y N E  Chios run'itJ'J 
8 hop.flttings. ' ’. '..rS d  X !

A  G R A N D  KSVIVER.
Price ONE SHILLING1

O f  C h e m i s t s  #  S t o r e k e e p e r s
Everywhere.

VhdtmU Aptstr*  rons, Earnncirivi swtet,
Sanger & »yns, f  k 4  Sod,
Oxford Street, V. . sons.
Chiswell Street; - ‘ ^ j i .r U k  Charterhouse Sq.. I-1- ;  no eC;
Son, Queen • •* » .j . city

l U . .  E  C

S o n ,  O n e e n  V ic t r  -  ' r'L [ ;  c i »  
and iTovenden ^  W

S tre e t , r -



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . V

Tito D U N D E E  A D V E R T IS E R  s a y s :  “ The present seems the psychological moment 
f o r  a  sixpenny re issue of Dr. Fitchett’s drum and trumpet chronicle of ‘ Deeds that Won the 
Empire.’ These historic battle scenes are wonderfully vivid. That, for instance, of the duel 
b e t w e e n  the ‘ Shannon’ and the ‘ Chesapeake’ appears full o t  movement and colour. The 
r e a d e r  actually seems to smell the sulphurous smoke .from the guns, catch the gleam of steel, 
and hear the shouts of the boarders.”

SIXPENNY SERIES
O F

COPYRIGHT WORKS.
L I S T  O F  T H E  S E R IE S .

W . H . F I T C H E T T  (“  V e d e t t e  ” )
Deeds that Won the Empire.

M A X W E L L  G R A Y .
The Reproach of Annesley.
The Silence of Dean Maitland.

W I L L I A M  L E  Q U E U X .
England’s Peril.

A Story o f the Secret Service.

L. T . M E A D E  a n d  C L I F F O R D  
H A L I F A X ,  M .D .

Stories from the Diary of a Doctor.

The la te  W .  E .  G L A D S T O N E .
The Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.

A Series o f Old Testament Studies.

Mrs. H U M P H R Y  W A R D .
Robert Elsmere.
The History of David Grieve.

R U D Y A R D  K I P L I N G .
Departmental Ditties.

H . R I D E R  H A G G A R D .
Jess: A Story of the Last Boer War. 
She: A History of Adventure.

A .  C O N A N  D O Y L E .
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. 
Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes.
The Sign of Four.
The Exploits of Brigadier Gerard.

B E A T R I C E  H A R R A D E N .
Ships that Pass in the Night.

G R A N T  A L L E N .
What’s Bred in the Bone.

H . S . M O R R I S O N .
A Yankee Boy’s Success.

P O S T  F R U Z i ,  8 d .  E A .C B C .

GEORGE NEWNES, LTD., 7-12, Southampton Street, Strand, London, W.C



VI a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .

S P E A R M A N ’ S
IR .O Y _A .I_ .

Navy, Blacks, Khaki, and Cycle Coloured
A n y

Length
Cut.

C a r r i a g e
P a i d .

Perfection of usefulness for Yachting, Cycling, and Morning 
Dress, combined with defiance, style, and comfort, can be obtained 
by every iadv who wears S P E A R M A N ’S  S E R G E S . They 
wash like flannel, brush like cloth.

“ Are ever smiling, ever new.”
Prices, varying according to quality of wool, from 1/6 to !>/6 the 

yard. Patterns sent free on receipt of a post card. Ladies’ Serge 
and Cloth Costumes, Coats and Skirts made to measure by men 
tailors, also Men’s and Youths’ Suits,

O n l y  A d d r e s s —  M e a s u r e m e n t  F o r m s  o n  A p p l i c a t i o n .

SPEARMAN & SPEARMAN, Plymouth.

S TU A R T SURRIDCE’S
CELEBRATED

Tnese 
Bats are 

now
inario in 

smaller sizes, 
suitable for 

Public School use,
AS 3IAL&. FOR

L o r d 's f 
a n d

O v a i t E t o n ,  
H a r r o w ,

175, Boro’, S.E.

F O U R  P O I N T S .
NO FIN G ER  MARKS,

NO LABOUR,
A  BRILLIANT POLISH, AND

A PLEASANT PERFUME.

STONE’S PERFUMED

F n r n i t n r e  C r e a m .
Sold in Bottles, 6d., 1/'-, and 2 6 each, 

direct from—
S T O N E  & SON,  E X E T E R ,

Oi* a t  a l l  r e s p e c t a b l e  S t o r e s .

WHAT SHALL WE DO
WITH OUR SONS?

FARM AND COLONIZATION COMPANY, Limited.
D ir e c t o r s .

H a r o l d  J .  R e c k i t t . ,  E s q . ,  M . P . ,  W i n e s t e a d  H a l l ,  E .  Y o r k s .  
J o h n  B r o o k  B r a y ,  E s q . ,  C l a p h a m  P o l e g a t e ,  S u s s e x .  
B e n j a m i n  G l a s g o w ,  E s q . ,  T h e  R o w a n s ,  B l a c k h e a t h ,  S .E

T h e  C o m p a n y ,  b e i n g  l a r g e  L a n d o w n e r s  a b r o a d ,  p r o v i d e s  
l o c a t i o n s  u n d e r  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  i t s  A g e n t s  f o r  a  l i m i t e d  
n u m b e r  o f  G e n t l e m e n ’ s - S o n s  o n  S t o c k  a n d  M i x e d  F a r m s ,  or 
R a n c h e s ,  i n  a  h e a l t h y  c l i m a t e ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w i l l  g e t  a  p r a c t i c a l  
l o c a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  u n d e r  f a v o u r a b l e  a u s p i c e s ,  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  
c l a s s e s  o f  F a r m i n g ,  b e f o r e  s t a r t i n g  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  i f  d e s i r e d .

F o r  p a m p h l e t  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  a d d r e s s  o r  c a l l  u p o n  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y ,  V .  M .  H O L L I N S W O R T H ,  1 1 ,  C h a r i n g  C r o s s ,  
W h i t e h a l l  S . W .  ( c o r n e r  o f  T r a f a l g a r  S q u a r e ) .

DE LA RUE & CO’S FOUNTAIN PENS
Designed to SUIT ALL TASTES & REQUIREMENTS, and made throughout in their own Workshops.

THE “PELICAN” ( P A T E N T E D )
A  F  OXTATTAINT F E N  W IT H  SHTTT-OFF VALVE,

O R D IN A R Y  SIZE, 

10/6 W I T H  1 4 -C A R A T  G O L D  P E X , I  III  1)1 V  M - l 'O l  X T  E l ) .

EXTRA LARGE,

16/6
W rites In sta n tly  and C on tin u ou sly, and m ay be carried  In any p o sitio n  w ith o u t fear of leakage.

TH E“NOTA BENE” STYLO
CD X* F L U I D  FEIV C IL  (PATENTED)

The Stylo, may be considered the HANDIEST OP ALL WRITING INSTRUMENTS, 
as it is always ready for use without adjustment, and may be carried in any position without fear of leakage._____ l

DE LA RUE’S “ ISOBATH ” INKSTAND

Ballon, «ho»ing Construction.

* (PATENTED)
Has a Large Reservoir of Ink, secure from Dust and Evaporation?

THE FLOAT IS SO WEIGHTED AND POISED AS ALWAYS TO KEEP THE 
INK IN THE DIPPING-WELL AT THE SAME LEVEL.

P R I C E S .............................from 2/0 to 45/-

A lso the “ S W I F T ”  W R I T I N G  I N K S
SPECIALLY RECOMMENCED FOB THE ABOVE PENS & INKSTANDS.

S old  b y  a ll  S ta tio n ers , W h olesa le  o n ly  b y  the S ole M a n u fa c tu rer s ,
T H O S . D E  L A  R U E  &  C O . L t d .,  B U N  H I L L  R O W ,  L O N D O N , B.C.



T H E C A P !  A I N .

Contents for August, 1900.
" T H E  C A P T A I N "  H O L I D A Y  P U Z Z L E  ( K R U G E R 'S  E S C A P E ) 
" H I S  D U T Y  D O N E ! "  ..........................................................................................

Back of Frontispiece 
... Frontispiece

T H E  S O U T H  S E A  I S L A N D E R S  (A  C hat with M r. L ouis Becke) .............. A rthur L awrence
Illu stra ted  b y  J. L lT T L E R , a n d  from  P h o to g ra p h s .

A P R O P O S  O F  S O M E  B O W L E R S  (W ith Photographs of F amous Bow lers) .............. C. B. Fry
A nd A nswers to  Correspondents.

MANURIN'...................................................................................................................  C harlotte  A . Rawlings
Illu stra ted  b y  T om Browne, R .B .A .

H O W  T O  B E C O M E  A  S H O R T H A N D  C L E R K  ..............................................................  .-.................A . E. M . F .

A C T O N ’ S  F E U D . (Chaptf.rs X I V .— X V I . )  .............................................................................Fred. Swainson
Illu stra ted  b y  T . M . R . W h i t w e l l .

T H E  L I L L I  P U T  R A I L W A Y  C O M P A N Y . L I M I T E D  ..............................................................  A . W illiams
Illu stra tion s  fro m  p h o to g r a p h s  .b y  the  A u th or .

H O W E L L 'S  B I G  H I T  .........................................................................................................................  I I .  St . John Seamer
Illustrated by E. F. S kinner.

W H E N  Y O U  L E A V E  S C H O O L . (N o .  X L — H o w  to P a s s  the Indian  C ivil). A  Selected  C andidate
THE NEW  CHUM  ...................................................................................................................  John M ackie

Illustrated by E Cockburn Reynolds

T H E  S T A M P  C O L L E C T O R .  (Some Interesting N ew Issues.) ................................................ II . M . Gooch
W ith  Illustrations.

" W H E N  T H E  S H E L L S  B U R S T "  .............................................................................
W ith  P h o to g ra p h s .

T H E  E N C H A N T E D  B A T  .............................................. . ................................................
Illustrated  b y  T om Browne, R .B .A .

SO M E  O B S T A C L E  R A C E S ...........................................................................................................
I llu stra ted  by F rank  F eli.er.

TH E  T H R E E  S C O U T S . (Chapters X V I I . - X X . )  .................................
Illustrated by George Soper.

O U R  L I B R A R Y  C O R N E R ...........................................................................................................

B IC Y C L E  B R A K E S  ..........................................................................................................................
W ith  Illu stra tion s.

" T H E  C A P T A I N "  P U Z Z L E  C O R N E R .............................................................................
H O W  W O O D L A N D S H I R E  F O U N D  T H E I R  F A S T  B O W L E R ..................

Illustrated by V ictor V enner.
S C H O O L  M A G A Z I N E S  R E V I E W E D  .............................................................................
T H E  F I R S T  A P P E A R A N C E S  O F  F A M O U S  C O U N T Y  C R I C K E T E R S  

W ith  Illu stra tion s  fro m  P h o to g ra p h s .
S P E C IA L  P A G E S  ..........................................................................................................................
" C A P T A I N "  C O M P E T I T I O N S  F O R  A U G U S T  ................................................
" T H E  O L D  F A G " — E D I T O R I A L  .............................................................................
R E S U L T S  O F  J U N E  C O M P E T I T I O N S  ..............................................................

W. A stion Belvagah

.............. Fred. W hisuaw

..............  H aydon Perry

..............  " S ph in x "

... W. M . E i.kington

..............  John A. Stock
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T h e  E d ito r  d o c s  not h o ld  h im s e lf  r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  an y  M S S ., p h o to g ra p h s , o r  d ra w in g s  su b m itte d  to  h im , bu t w hen  
starnpis are e n c lo se d  he w ill e n d e a v o u r  t o  return  th o se  co n tr ib u t io n s  o f  w h ich  he c a n n o t  m a k e  use.

T ex  C a p t a in  w i l l  b e  f o r w a r d e d  d i r e c t  f r o m  t h e  O f f ic e s  o f  G e o r g e  N e i v n e s ,  L i m i t e d ,  t o  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  p o s t  
fr e e  )•  ,- o n e  y e a r  f o r  8 s . 6 d .  C a s e s  f o r  B i n d i n g  V o l s .  I .  c( I I .  m a y  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  a n y  B o o k s e l l e r  f o r  I s .  6 d .  e a c h ;  
c r  p e r '  f r e e  f o r  I s .  O d . e a c h  d i r e c t  f r o m  t h e  O f f i c e .  L o t s .  I .  <t I I .  a r e  n o w  r e a d y ,  p r i c e  6 s .  e a c h ,  o r  p o s t  f r e e  6 s .  6 d .

Army <a u  branches), H igher C ivil Service, &  U n ive rs ity .SPPREAPARATioN.
JO H N  G I B S O N ,  t n .A .

(FIRST CLASS, CAMBRIDGE), 

Late tf Uppingham and Westminster;
Educational Medallist at Antwerp, 

Bordeaux, and Brussels International 
Exhibitions.

G. LOLY, B.A.
(FIRST CLASS, LONDON),

Author of “ The Illustrated French 
Grammar," e tc ,;

Spanish, German, and Italian Examiner 
at the City of London College.

URGE STAFF OF SPECIALIST TUTORS. SMALL CLASSES. INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION.
9 j e r  ®.'■' f t  s u c c e s s e s  t o  d a t e  i n  C o m p e t i t i v e  a n d  P a s s  E x a m i n a t i o n s .  P u p i l s  r e c e i v e d  a t  ( 1 )  14-18, V i c t o r i a  R o a d ,  U p p e r  N o r w o o d ,  t h e  

a r d e n t  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  Q u e r m n o r e : (2) 24, C h a n c e r y  L a n e ; (3) 9, F e n c h u r c h  S t r e e t ,  E .C .  ( H .  F o u l k s  L y n c h  &  C o . )  f o r  C h a r t e r e d  
ccou fitM ttib ’ E x a m i n a t i o n s  o n l y .  O v e r  350 s u c c e s s e s  in 1899 o n l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  s i g h t  First p l a c e s  and f i f t y  H o n o u r s .

Prospectus and full particulars on application to
J O H N  G IB S O N , M .A ,,  18, V ic to r ia  R o a d , U p p e r  N o r w o o d >
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P . E . GAME, Late

T R A P N E L L  & GANE,

A rtistic H ou^e F urnisher
1 ' '' '" '' *

A t  M o d e ra te  P ric e s .

See N e w  Catalogue , 

w hich contains a com

p lete list  o f  everything  

th a t can possibly be 

requ ired f o r  house or  

office fu r n is h in g  or  

decoration, a n d  w hich  

w ill  be g la d ly  sent you  

on receipt o f  g  stam ps  

to cover postage .

Solid Oak
Dresser
Sideboard

O F  Q U A IN T D E SIG N .

PRICE UPON APPLICA TIO N .

3 8 ,  3 9  a n d  4 0 ,  C O L L E G E  G R E E N , B R I S T O L .  '
B ro a ches : - 38 & 41, Q U EEN  S TR E E T, C A R D IFF ; 161, &  162, C O M M ER CIA L S TR E E T, NEWPORT.

S X TM IK E E B  N U M B E R .

^Sunday Strand
R e a d y 27th af- JU LY *  Contains 120 PAGES and 130 PICTURES.

THE TRAIL OF THE WAB
B y  M a t  B a t e m a n . T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  A r t i c l e  f r o m  o u r  o w n  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  w h o  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  w o m a n  t o  e n t e r  t h e  T r a n s 
v a a l  w i t h  L o r d  R o b e r t s ’  v i c t o r i o u s  a r m y .  A t  v e r y  g r e a t  e x 
p e n s e  w e  h a v e  s e c u r e d  t h i s ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  a  u n i q u e  s e t .  T h e  
m a t t e r  i s  f u l l  o f  p a t h o s ,  a n d  y e t  h e a r t - s t i r r i n g  ;  t h e  p i c t u r e s  
a r e  e q u a l  t o  t h e  m a t t e r ,  a n d  w e r e  t a k e n  o n  t h e  f i e l d .  T h i s  
w i l l  c r e a t e  a  r e c o r d  i n  J o u r n a l i s m  f o r  S u n d a y  m a g a z i n e s .

TEN DAYS AMONGST THE ENGLISH LAKES.
B y  G e o r o b  C l a r k b . T h e  m o t t  b e a u t i f u l l y  I l l u s t r a t e d  a r t i c l e  
o n  t h e  s r r e a t  K e s w i c k  C o n v e n t i o n  e v e r  p u b l i s h e d .

THE CHINESE CRISIS.
B y  C -------- ,  B . A .  A  s t a r t l i n g  s t a t e m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  m i s s i o n s  i n
C h i n a .  T h e  p i c t u r e s  a r e  u n i q u e ,  h u m o r o u s ,  w o n d e r f u l .

FROM THE SLUMS TO GREEN FIELDS.
B y  H arry  H ow . A  p a t h e t i c  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  a m a z i n g  w o r k  o f  
I h e  R i g g e d  S c h o o l  U n i o n .  T h e y  t a k e  h u n d r e d e  o f  l i t t l e  
c h i l d r e n  f r o m  t h e  e l u r n s  o f  L o n d o n  t o  t h e  g r e e n  f i e l d s  a n d  t h e  
s e a s i d e .  T h e  p i c t u r e s  w i l l  m a k e  t h e  s a d d e s t  p e o p l e  g l a d .

B e s i d e s  t h e s e  N e w  F e a t u r e s  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  t h e  3 la r v e lh ,u s U j  
I l l u s t r a t e d  a n d  w e l l - w r i t t e n  S e r i e s  

O u r G reat Religious P a in te rs : HOLMAN HUNT;

G re a t P re a ch e rs: T H E  BI8HOP OF WORCESTER

T h e  R e l i g i o u s  S e r i a l  o f  t h e  Y e a r .

LIF E  O F JE S U S  C H R IS T. By IAN MACLAREN.
I l l u s t r a t e d  b y  C o r w i n  L i k b o n .

T h e  S e c u l a r  S e r i a l  o f  t h e  Y e a r .

D AD D Y’S GIRL. B y Mrs. L. T .  MEADE.
I l l u s t r a t e d  b y  G o r d o n  B r o w s e .

S IX  STORIES by
A .  B .  C o o p e r ,  E .  M .  J a m e s o n ,  R o b e r t  H alifax , H . F. J -r .s  B o o -  

DiNGTON, M r s .  O r h i b t o n  C n A N T , a n d  S .  N .  SEBuirvifE.

T H E  S U N D A Y  S T R A N D  I s  c a l l e d  The Sunday S::and be
cause p a r t  o f  I t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  Sundays.

s UNDAY
TANDS STRAND

UPREME

GEORGE NEWNES. Ltd., 7-12, Southampton St., Strand, LONDON, W.C.



ARE YOU TOO FAT?
M a rv e llo u s  R e s u lts  in  C u r in g  C o r p u le n c y  b y  

Th e  “ R u s s e ll “  T re a tm e n t.

SUMMER HEAT AND OBESITY.
“ Summer heat, with the outdoor enjoyments which come in its train, is a source of unmixed delight 

to all whose physical condition is sound. The full feast of pleasure to which hospitable Nature at this 
season invites mankind is not, however, for those whose infirmities forbid them to undergo, without 
serious discomfort, a considerable amount of bodily fatigue. To those in particular who are the victims 
of excessive corpulence, the arrival of the genial summer warmth serves chiefly as a painful reminder 
that, for them, the delights of long woodland rambles, the climbing of mountain tops, and all the adven
turous ways of flood and field are prohibited joys. The palpitating heart, the reeling brain, and the 
possible deadly sunstroke, which are the concomitants of obesity, banish all the pleasant anticipations 
which once came with the advent of the glad suminertide. How much of this deprivation of enjoyment 
and positive misery is absolutely and easily avoidable may be learned by consulting Mr. F. Cecil llussell’s 
“Corpulency and the Cure ” (256 pa^es), a little work whose popularity is proved by the fact that its 
eighteenth edition has been issued. This fact, too, indicates, in some degree, the wide area now covered 
by Mr. Russell's wonderful success as an expert in the reduction of excessive fat. Hi3 process, which is 
absolutely safe and pleasant, is so rapid in its operation that any over-corpulent lady or gentleman can 
easily pet rid of all unnecessary weight in a few weeks, so as to be able, before the autumn is with us, to 
enjoy the delightful feeling (and the appearance too) of renewed youth and energy. Mr. llussell makes 
no mystery of the nature of his curative preparation— apparently miraculous as are its effects in simul
taneously reducing weight and increasing appetite— the consequently larger amount of food being 
consumed with impunity. He prints, therefore, his recipe in his singularly suggestive book, which may 
be ohtained post free, by sending three penny stamps to his offices, Woburn House, 27, Store Street, 
Bedford Square, London, W.C.”— Gloucester Standard.

SPECIAL OFFER
To all readers of “ THE CAPTAIN” suffering from Obesity.

FRFF Mp* R u s s e 1 1  will toe pleased to forward post free a Copy of 
■ hls Book, “ Corpulency and the Cure,” 250 pages, in a sealed FREE
FRFF plain envelope, to all applicants forwarding: 3d. in stamps C D C C  
r n C C  to WOBURN HOUSE, 27, Store Street, LONDON. W.C. r H C C

PRESENTS FOR BOYS.
Thil if tll« 

Fastest 
Model Toy 
Boat y d
desifeUcd

It hu  beatftn all other makes, 
winding many prizes. Well 
ristged. Beautilully finished, iflia., 5/11; 21 in., 13 5; 24in., 
21/-; 30in.( 30/-; 36in., 45/-; 

Standi, 1 /- extra. Post
age and packing, 9d* oa 
6 izt two sixes, II- on 
other sizes.
S e n d  i d .  f o r  L a r g e  

C a t a l o g u e
(150 /UutfrafionjJ

o f Boat Fittings, 
Sailing Boats. 

Steam Boats, Clock* 
work Boats, Steam 

and Clockwork 
Railways, Rails, 
Engines, Stations, 
etc., all sold sepa

rately.
IKS' BAZAAR. 38. Markat StrMl. MANCHESTER.

MODEL STEAM ENGINES.
Send a t  once (4 penny 
s t a m p s )  f o r  o u r  S p l e n 
d i d  N e w  E n l a r g e d  
C a t a l o g u e  w i t h  o v e r  L3U 
I l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  M o d e l  
V e r t i c a l .  H o r i z o n t a l ,  
L o c o m o t i v e ,  M a r i n e ,  
S c r e w ,  a n d  P a d d l e  E n 
g i n e s .  C a s t i n g s  a n d  
F i n i s h e d  P a r t s  f o r  c o n 
s t r u c t i n g  s a m e . a U  s i z e s .

B r a s s ,  C o p p e r ,  a n d  
S t e e l  B o i l e r s ,  P r o p e l 
l e r s ,  P a d d l e  W h e e l s ,  
E n g i n e ,  a n d  1 t o i l e r  F i t 
t i n g s ,  O i l  a n d  C - a s  E n 
g i n e s ,  D y n a m o s , E l e c t r o  

M o t o r s ,  E l e c t r i c  S c a r f  P i n s ,  L a m p s ,  B a t t e r i e s ,  B e l l s ,  e t c . ,  e t c .  

W. MACMILLAN & CO., Engineers and Modellers, 
M A R  S T R E E T .  A L T . O . t ,  . V . « .

Cutting from the “ W E S T M I N S T E R  R E V I E W , "  November, 1899.
c ls a u d  I ? S*i/n a l ‘ n g  v o , u m e . c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  m a r v e l l o u s  s t o r y  o f  D e  R o u g e m o n t ’ s  a d v e n t u r e s  a m o n g s t  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  s a v a r e s  m a *  l>e f a i r l y  
dW krm i * h W 0 r^ s  "  R o b i n s o n  C r u s o e . ’ * T h e  t r u t h  o f  D e  R o u g e m o n t ’s  n a r r a t i v e  h a s  b e e n  q u e s t i o n e d ,  a n d  i t  w o u l d  b e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o

p j®  . 0 w  m u c h  e x a g g e r a t i o n  t h e r e  i s  i n  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  s t o r y .  T h i s  m u c h  m u s t  ’  • - - .................................................. ‘  4
W in ?  «  ®r t , 0 h 9  o f  i t  a r e  e x c e e d i n g l y  a m u s i n g ,  w h i l e  c e r t a i n  p a s s a g e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  d e n
S'X a born story-teller. T h o u  ‘ ‘

b itth h a s  m a d e  "  R o b i n s o n  C r u s o e  

& E 0 .  N E W N E S ,

l i e  a d m i t t e d — t h a t  t h e  b o o k  i s  a  d e l i g h t f u l  o n e  t o  
u g l y  a m u s i n g ,  w h i l e  c e r t a i n  p a s s a g e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  d e a t h  o f  Y a m b a ,  m u s t  w i n  f o r  t h e  a u t h o r  t h e  c r e d i t  o f  
g n  L o u i s  d e  R o u g e m o n t  h a s  n o t  t h e  l i t e r a r y  s k i l l  o f  D e f o e ,  h e  p o s s e s s e s  m u c h  o f  t h e  r a r e  n a r r a t i v e  p o w e r  
l o e ”  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  b o o k s  o f  t h e  k i n d  e v e r  w r i t t e n  — H 'e tt  m t  n i t e r  R e v i e  it), N o v . ,  1 S 9 9 . 6 •. I’ o s t  f r e e  6.4 .

l o T J D . ,  S O U T H A M P T O N  S T . ,  S T R A N D .  .



AN EFFICIENT 
FIVE-SHILLING 

FILM CAMERA!
Z f i e BROWNIE

D e s p i t e  i t s  l o w  p r i c e  a n d  s m a l l  size, the 
B r o w n i e  C a m e r a  is  n o t  a  t o y .  I t  t a k e s  splen
d id  p h o t o g r a p h s  2£in.  b y  2J in . ,  a n d  i s  loaded  and 
u n l o a d e d  in  d a y l i g h t .  A s k  f o r  lea f le t  describing 
t h e  B r o w n i e ,  a n d  m e n t i o n  t h i s  p a p e r .

Kodaks from 16s. to £7 7s. Catalogue free.

KODAK, Ltd.,
43, Clerkenwell Road, E.C., 60, Cheapside, E.C^

115, Oxford St., W., and 171-3, Regent St., W.

Also at .96*, Bold St., Liverpool.

J I L L  A D V E R T I S E M E N T S  F O R  “ T H E  C A P T A I N ”  should be addressed A D V E R T I S E M E N T  D E P A R T M E N T ,  O E O R O E  NEWHES,
7  1 2 ,  S O U T H A M P T O N  S T R E E T ,  S T R A N D ,  W . C .

P rice  

O nly•

IINTINA CO.. LTD-



The C ost of C ounty C rick e t
( See page 502.)

Vol. I I I . — No. 18. S E P T E M B E R ,  1900.

49*- *-

Wb-iOl. .

PLUCK!
An incident 

in the Boer 
War showing 
the Gua r ds  
rescuingthelr 
c o m r a d e s  
f r o m  t h e  
burning grass

eORGE NEWNES, Limited,
^*12, SO U TH AM PTON  STR EET, laONK>ON. W .C.



THE CUSACK INSTITUTE,
„ WHITE STREET, MOORFIELDS, E,C.

F irs t-C la s s  C om m ercial E du cation.
O v e r  5 ,0 0 0  S t u d e n t s  o n  t h e  r e g i s t e r s  a t  p r e s e n t .

The Staff exceeds One Hundred in number, and every 
Teacher is an Expert In bis own subject.

Over 3,000 S u cc esses  Annually at a il  P ublic Exam inatio ns.

Situations found for Competent Students.
Employers promptly suited with Clerks.

P l e a s e  w r i t e  f o r  P r o s p e c t u s ,  o r  c a l l  o n  t h e  P r i n c i p a l ,  w l i o  
w i l l  b e  p l e a s e d  t o  s h o w  y o u  o v e r  t h e  p r e m i s e s  a n y  d a y .

‘JUNO’ CYCLES T ho V ery B eet.
T h e  m o s t  U p -to -D a tc . 
For L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t s *

Free or Fixed Wbeets.
M o n t h ly .  

£ 3  1 0  0  . . .  £ 0  1 5  1 0
£ 1 1  0  0  . . .  £ 0  1 8  4

£ 1 1  11 0  . . .  £ 0  1 9  3
£12 0 0 ... £1 0 0
£12 12 0 ... £1 1 0
£ 1 4  0  0  . . .  £ 1  3  4

R o a d  R a c e r  a n d  f § ? n  
L i g h t  R o a d s t e r  1 * 10 0

£ 0  1 5  1 0  M t b l y .  Currtagi Paid.
. £ 0  1 6  8 , ,  Discount fur Cash.

I £ 1 0  1 0  . . .  £ 0  1 7  6  „
Write at once for New Season's Price List of Juno Cycles and Accessories 

lover 100 pagwi, sent post free.
L A R G E  J U N O  C Y C L E  R I D I N G  S C H O O L .  P u r c h a s e r s  F r e e .

M E T R O P O L I T A N  M A C H I N I S T S ’  C O . ,  L t d . ,  
75-76 . BISH O PSG ATE ST R E E T  W IT H O U T , LONDON, E . C .  

A nd at PIC CAD ILLY CIRCUS. LONDON. W .
Tyre Dell, a/- Scorcher Brake, 1/- Standard Cyclometer ( 10,000 mis.), 1/7

FU RNITURE POLISH
S U P E R S E D E D .

A P IA N O F O R T E  MAKER'S 
O P IN IO N .

M r. WM. PONKLEY, of lul, High Street 
Clapham ; til, Victoria Street, Westminster- W  
Acre Lane, liristcm; and North JJoiid, CKnlism 
Park, S w l, eavo the toUowin;; testimemis “  
July 10th, 1900:—

“  r h a v e  had your sample * Eucalyne ‘ well tri»l 
on old poliab, and have no hesitation in thn 
your reviver i* a vast improvement <m any of Cue 
coinfioumU Bold as p lish revivers I hud that i t  
g r e t d i l y  s e iz e s  h o i < o f  d i r t  and grease 
and leaves a c l e a r ,  bright surface. The staff 
ordinarily used is an abomination to pianoforte 
makers. The least quantity of your preparation 
fiud plenty of rubbing, will produce a eurfmreoDa 
good old bod? of polish almost e^ual to tiew polish. 
-{S igned! WM. bU.NKt.EY." ,

EJUCALYNE clean* furniture. Shop Fittiotri 
Paint. Oil Paintings, Ormolu, and all Lacquered 
and Japanned Goods, etc.
M a k e s  O ld  c y c l e s  lo o k  lik e  New 

o n e s ,  a n d  P r e v e n t s  R u s t in g .

G R A N D
PRICE ONE

R E V IV E R .
SHILLING,

Orcljr of any Chemist or 8torekee|nT, or, po*l free, 
14 Stamp* oh aoidication to UtcitroRn a Co., 143, 
Fleet Street, London, E.C.; or Francis A l.m.. 
Ironmongery t»upt., Exchange Stores. Bnxtnn. H.W.London. II hnUaale Agent*; Measrn. \V. U. Fool- 
ham&S<'n, Lid., Osmond & Matthew*, Ruvlay & 
Son*, W. Sutton & Co., Newberry A Sons, W. 
Eilwards & Son, and Meesre. Hovenden it Suns, Lul.

E U C A L Y N E
Pronounced Y O U  C L E A N .

Do think article Royal in
you that used Households thousands
ever any In and of

other homesteads must have established its claim 
on merit, and merit atone ?

C H I V E R S ' 
C A R P E T  SO AP

Is n ,w  recognised as the one and only satisfactory 
CARPET CLEANER and RESTORER. Price Fit. 
per Ball at all Stores, or sample Ball post free ~d., 
from C H I V E R S ’  C A R P E T  S O A P  F A C T O R Y ,  B A T H .

AN EFFICIENT g l / -  FILM CAMERA.
O f a ll Photographic Dealers, or from

KODAK, LTD,
43, Clerkenwell Road, E.C-, 

60, Cheapside, E C.,
115, Oxford Street, W., 

171-3, Regent Street, W..
ALBO AT

96, Bold Street, Liverpool.

TH E  B R O W N IE .
N O T  A  T O Y . / --------------- ------- .

Takes splendid Photographs.
b y  i n c h e s .  C o m p l e t e  w i t h  

H a n d b o o k  o f  I n s t r u c t i o n s .

P rice  o n ly  5/-

K O D A K S  FR O M I f
5 -  to  £ 7  7s. v j j k



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . 1

F r o m  S g h o o -l  t o  B u s i n e s s  •

lark’s
IV IL  S E R V I C E &

College
OMMERCIAL.

EXPERT TU1TIQN for Young Ladies & Youths.
7 5 %  S U C C E S S F U L .  I A L L  S U B J E C T S .

7 5 %  F I R S T  P R I Z E S .  I T h o r o u g h  B u s i n e s s  T r a i n i n g

8 , 0 0 0  S U C C E S S E S .
D A V .  E V E X I N U .  A X I S  P O S T A L  C t A S S f S .

t f  2 ,  &  3 ,  C H A N C E R Y  L A N E .

For CERTAIN SATISFACTION
A S K  f o r  a n d  I N S I S T  U P O N  

g e t t i n g  t h e

DAISY
20th 

CENTURY
AIR-RIFLE.

S h o o t s  B , B .  S h o t  o r  D a r t s  
w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r c e  t o  k i l l  R a t s ,  

& - c . , a t 5 0 f t .  U s e f u l  a n d  A m u s i n g  f o r  
A d u l t s ,  y e t  a  S a f e  T o y  f o r  C h i l d r e n .  

W R I T E  T O - D A Y  f o r  a d d r e s s  o f  n e a r e s t  a g e n t  t o  “ C "  D e p t .

WM. E. PECK & Co., 8, Bradford Avenue, London.

Writing Exercises and Letters 
made a Pleasure by Using a g s B

“ SWAN” g  

FOUNTAIN JJf 
PEN. g f  %

a  v e r y  s e n s i b l e  * J ^ g  g  THREE SIZES :

P R E S E N T  F O R  | f | / Q  I f t / f i  

Y O U T H S - O N E  M g r  l U ' O j  l U ' O j  

W H I C H  W I L L  m m  $  O C  .

A I D  T H E M  I N  J g

S C H O O L  J W  P o s t  F r e e .  

W O R K .  j p *  W r i t e  f o r  C a t a l o g u e .

M g $  g ?  The Ideal pen for 
i j M f i j )  M m m  $  Shorthand.

M M  THE NEXT BEST THING TO THE 
i m  "SWAN” IS THE "CYGNET" STYLO,

3 1 -  a n d  5 / -

Mabie, Todd & Bard, M anufacturers,
9 3 .  C t i E A P S I D B ,  L O N D O N ,  B . C .

9 9 a ,  R e g e n t  S t . ,  W . ,  a n d  3 ,  E x c h a n g e  S t . ,  M a n c h e s t e r ,
o r  o f  a l l  S t a t i o n e r s .

A I R  G U N S .  S p e c i a l  V a l u e ,  
4 , 9  1 0 / 9  1 6 / 3  1 9 / 9  2 2 / “

FRANK SUGG,
32, lord Street, LIVERPOOL.

;oj<Is are practical 
.e t iu is i te s ,  p o s t  I r e * .

K N I C K E R S ,  N a v y  S e r g e ,  1 / 9  2 / 9  
a n d  3 / 9  W h i t e  S e r g e ,  1 / 4  2 / 9 8 / 9

B O X I N G  G L O V E S ,  p e r  s e t .
3 / 9  8 / 3  7 / 9  1 0 / 3  1 2 / 9  1 4 / 9

F O O T B A L L S — l i U l i B Y  o r  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  
F o o t b a l l  K i n g  9  6  L e a g u e  8 /6  C e n t r e - H a l f  7 /8 
S c h o o l  L e a g u e  6 / 6  K l j  n k e r 6 ! 6  S l i u t e e z i  5 / -  /

P U N C H I N G  B A L L S ,  1 0 / 3  
1 3 / 6  1 9 / -

1 1 / 9

T H E  M O ST  NUTR IT IO U S.

G R A T E F U L -C O M F O R T IN G .

COCOA
B R E A K F A ST -SU P P E R .

PETERS
If t h f  n d i c .i n a i 'll

M i l k - c h o c o l a t e
THE MOST NOURISHING AND  

D E L I C I O U S  S W E E T M E A T  i n  t h e  W O R L D .

NO IMITATION HAS 3  
THE CHARM or P e T 6 R S .ll

Sol* Agent*
84. Ta&Zeb <£ fi t. 1« CrocutUi*. Sold *veryvfier€.
(tradeonly), S.J. Mackcmic ACo, Ltd .Wcllcloie Sq., London



11 A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

Kutahlishei* 1 8 5 0 .  C apital £ 7 5 , 0 0 0 .

S T A N L E Y  RIBBONS,
Postage Stamp Albums.

N e w  e d i t i o n ,  g r e a t l y  e n l a r g e d  a n d  u p - t o - d a t e .
F i f t e e n  P r i z e  M e d a l s  h a v e  b e e n  a w a r d e d  t o  t h e s e  a l b u m s  i n  t h e  

p a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s  a t  P a r i s ,  C h i c a g o ,  G e n e v a ,  L o n d o n ,  e t c . ,  e t c .
I m p r o v e d  A l b u r n ,  N o .  0 ,  1 7 6  p a g e s ,  b o u n d  i n  c l o t h ,  s p a c e s  

f o r  4 ,7 0 0  s t a m p s ,  a n d  5 0  s t a m p s  p r e s e n t e d  g r a t i s ,  i n  a  p a c k e t ,  w i t h  
e a c h  a l b u m .  P r i c e  I s .  3 d .

N . B . — T h e  a v e r a g e  s a l e  o f  t h i s  a l b u m  i n  1 8 9 9  w a s  1 ,2 0 0  p e r  
m o n t h .

S t r a n d  P o s t a g e  S t a m p  Album. P r i c e s  2 s .  C d . ,  5 s . ,  *  8s .  6d .
B e s t  v a l u e  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  P r o f u s e l y  i l l u s t r a t e d ,  f o u r  p l a t e s  o f  t h e  

w a t e r m a r k s  ( a n  a t l a s  o f  s p e c i a l  u p - t o ^ l a t c  m a p s  i n  t h e  b e s t  e d i 
t i o n s ) .  G e o g r a p h i c a l  a n d  H i s t o r i c a l  N o t e s  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  e a c h  
c o u n t r y .  S p a c e s  f o r  f r o m  8 ,0 0 0  t o  1 1 ,0 0 0  s t a m p s .  S i z e  9 J i n .  b y  
7 } i n ,
tlmperial Postage Stamp Albums. P r i c e  7 s .  C d . to 7 0 s .  

e a c h .

D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e  a b o u t  4 0 ,0 0 0  o f  t h e s e  a l b u m s  h a v e  b e e n  
s o l d  ; t h e y  a r e  t h e  p r e m i e r  s t a m p  a l b u m s  o f  t h e  d a y ,  a n d  
t h e  s a l e  h a s  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  e v e r y  y e a r .  C i r c u l a r  w i t h  f u l l  p a r 
t i c u l a r s  a n d  s a m p l e  p a g e s  g r a t i s  o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  S . G i b b o n s ,  L t d .

S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ’  P r i c e d  S t a m p  C a t a l o g u e s  a r e  t h o s e  
u n i v e r s a l l y  a c c e p t e d  a n d  u s e d  b y  a l l  d e a l e r s  a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  
p r i c e s ,  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  a d o p t e d  g e n e r a l l y  b y  a l l  t h e  E x c h a n g e  
C l u b s .  I n  t w o  v o l u m e s ,  p r i c e  2 s .  3 d .  e a c h ,  a b o u t  1 1 ,0 0 0  b e a u t i f u l  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  r e p r o d u c e d  b y  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  I n l a n d  R e v e n u e  
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  b y  p h o t o g r a p h y .

V o l .  I .  S t a m p s  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  h e r  C o l o n i e s ,  2 2 1  p a g e s .
V o l .  I I .  S t a m p s  o f  F o r e i g n  C o u n t r i e s ,  3 5 0  p a g e s .

LAR G E N E W  P R O S P E C TU S
W i t h  f u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  a l l  S t a m p  A l b u m s ,  C a t a l o g u e s ,  H a n d b o o k s ,  a n d  
l i s t  o f  n e a r l y  2 ,0 0 0  S e t s  a n d  P a c k e t s  a t  B a r g a i n  P r i c e s ,  s e n t  p o s t  
f r e e  o n  a p p l i c a t i o n .

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd.,stamp ^ ^ RAND.
(Ori-OAiTE H o t e l  C e c i l ), L O N D O N , W .C .

A FREE TRIAL FOR 2/6

> TASTERS, Ltd., trill send post free to ear reader of The Captain, oq 
receipt of 2». 6,1., a pair o f these handsome FIE LD  GLASSC8, 

price, complete with Crocodile Leather Case and Sling, only 14s. 6d, If 
you ao not approve of them, we will return your deposit in full. ]f you 
approreof them, you Bend ub2s. on receipt, and 2a. each month till paid for: 
but should you prefer to send the balance at once, send only 10.*. ed,, and 
we will allow you la. 6d. discount; or you may send 13s. at once, and if 
you do not approve of the Glasses we will .return your money in full. 
L A D Y 'S  s iz e  G la ss , D A R K  L e a th e r , s a m e  price.

J .  N . M A S T E R S , L td ., R YE, SUSSEX.

THE SUNDAY STRAND
SEPTEMBER NUMBER. PRICE 6d.

THE BEST AND MOST IN TERESTIN G N U M BER Y E T  PRODUCED.

CHINA : The Crisis and Why. By Mrs. Bishop, 
Author of “ Unbeaten Tracks in Japan."

HOSPITALS ON THE VELDT. 7 Our own Corre
spondent at the Seat of War tells the story of 
the Hospitals as he saw them. With twenty-two 
illustrations.

LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST. By Ian MacLaren. 
Ninth instalment. Illustrated by Corwin Knapp 
Linson. Mr. Linson spent two years in the 
Holy Land especially to paint these pictures.

THE TRAIL OF THE WAR. By May Bateman. The 
story of the Religious Influence of the War upon 
our Soldiers. Miss Bateman was the only lady 
War Correspondent who entered Pretoria with 
Lord Roberts.

GREAT RELIGIOUS PAINTERS ----- FREDERICK
G00DALL. The most beautifully Illustrated 
Article ever published in any Magazine.

THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOUR CONVENTION. Illus
trated b y Photographs taken for T he S oxdat 
S trand. This is the greatest Religious Movement 
of the century—50,000 Endeavourers from all 
parts of the world.

- STORIES.
DADDY’S GIRL. By L. T. Meade. Fifth Instalment,
THE UNRULY MEMBER. By A. B. Cooper.
TALES OF THE EARLY CHRISTIANS. No. III. Dy 

S. N. Sedgwick.
CHILDREN OF THE SHOE. By E. M. Jameson. 
LOVE WILL FIND OUT A WAY. By C. Holland. 

JOHN SPURR’S EXPERIMENT, By Robert Halifax.

1 2 0  P A G E S .  1 3 0  I L L U S T R A T I O N S .
The Same Style of Magazine as THE STRAND.

G E O R G E  N E W N E S , L T D ., 7— 12, S O U T H A M P T O N  S T R E E T , S T R A N D , L O N D O N , W.C.
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Holloway’s Pius * 0,b™eht
E  PRE-EMINENT FOR 0 Q  YEAR.

THE IN V IN C IB L E  P A C K E T ,  N o . 113.
W o r t h  4 s .  O a r  P r i c e ,  f i d .

This marvellous packet contain! 25 genuine, clean and perfect sped mens, 
including F a lk la n d  I s . u n u sed , Guadeloupe, Jamaica, Natal, fine get 
of 3 old Canada, H o lk a r , head of Native Prince, Portugal, Cape, Deccan, 
Katire Indian, Turkey, U ru g u a y  (o b s o le te  Issue,) Java (u*ed), 
A u stria  lOOO, “ U npaid,* ' Sweden “ official," Belgium “ Sunday issue, 
obsolete Hungary, P o r t  S a id  (n e w  Issu e), s c a r c e  o ld  B o g o ta , 
Brasil, New Caledonia 1693, S lr m o o r  (H e a d  Issu e , worth 44.), and 
Pahang. Price 4fd .. postage Id. extra. A sa  special inducement, we 
rill i?ive to all purchasers of above packet the 3 following S e t s 6 New 
South Wales, 9 Japan, and JO U.S.A.
J. STUART fe CO., Stamp Importers, SPRING GROVE, I8LEW ORTR,

ACTUALLY BELOW GOST.
C 106 contains British South Africa (new small type), Bogota (Colombian 

Local) Siam provisional, 1 att on 12 atts. Cashmere 1883. Sximoor 1886, old 3 
pies. Mauritius 1877,id. oniod . Chtoa“ Zoudon Print.** Indian Settlements, 
fieunion “ 2 “  on 20 c., Shanghai “  Postage Due," Porto Rico—the 1 mil* 
and 2 miL surcharged *fHabnttado,“ old British Guiana, Holland (new issue). 
Barbados Britannia, Chili Telegraphs (handsome stomps), Queensland old 
1b. mauve, Uruguay 0 mil. (Monument), old Mexico, Japan “ Silver 
Wedding”  Price Bd., pottage extra. Several collections wanted for cash,

TH E  PREMIER STAM P CO., BRIGHTON.

SOUDAN STAMPS FREEH
h o .  300 E X C E L S I O R  P A C K E T  contains 50 different Stamps, 

including U.S.A. (War Tax), Alexandria, Japan (new issue), Bolivia, New 
Zealand, CubaT1875), Argentine, Turkey, Greece (Olympic Gaines),Canada, 
Braxll, United States (Special Delivery), A c, Ac. Post fr<e, 4tl« In 
addition to the Stamps mentioned, every Packet will also contain T W O  
S U D A N  (C am el T ro o p e r ), thfc most handsome Stamps ut existence. 
Only one Packet supplfed to each Purchaser.

SH ILLIN G  S TA M P  A LB U M .
ILLUSTRATED.

"So* 1 E X C E L S IO R , consists o f 130 pages, 
with fptcee for 2,500 Stamps, and contains & mass 
of information as to dates of issue, coinage, sore* 
reigns, Ac. It is beautifully bound in cloth, 
illuminated In gold, 1h. post free. A Packet of 
aodiffereut Stamps is sent with eaoh Album,

P R IC E  L IS T , 02 pages, full o f Illustrations. 
Sets and Pockets at very low prices, Free with 
every List, provided a selection on approval is re
quested, a S e t  o f  F i r e  S w e d e n  S e rv ice *

Mention " C a p t a i h /*

B E O S - ,  C L E V E D O I T .

r  S T A M P  C O L L E C T O R S ! — N e w f o u n d l a n d  1 8 9 8 ,  l o . t 2c . ,  2c .
( o b s o l e t e ) ,  3 c . / 5 c . ,  R o y a l  F a m i l y ,  u s e d  s e t  o f  5 ,  1 0 d M p o s t  

f r e e  W i t h  e v e r y  s e t  s o l d  w i l l  b e  s e n t  a  s e t  o f  6 C o s t a  R i c a ,  1 8 8 9 ,  
u n u s e d  1 c .  t o  5 0 c . ,  g r a t i s .  P r i c e  L i s t  F r e e .  S h e e t *  o f  S t a m p s  
u n i o n  A p p r o v a l . — F ,  E d v a r d s  K i n g ,  S t a m p  I m p o r t e r ,  I p s w i c h .

I F A R G A I .V  P A C K E T , 6 d . ! T ! GRATI9, Large Lists ef Sets. 
* *  Approval S b b b t s ,  Id. Stamps upwards. November Packet, 110differ- 
tnt,Gd., including Brasil. Cyprus. Cuba, Porto Rico, Persia, Transvaal, 3 
dies rent Spain, u.9. Omaha, l  and 2c. Victoria, a decided bargain, post 
free.- Gratis, 250 Mounts, to all who order Sheets. Agents wanted, both 
shops and private perrons. Mounts* 1.000, fid. post free. _

A . C. M cA U 8 L A W  A Co , 9S. Bath Street, Glasgow.

THIRTY DIFFERENT SWEDEN CRATIS!
No* 3 3 6  M O N S T E R  P R IZ E  P A C K E T  contains 1 3 0  stamps, all
different, including Guatemala, Mexico, Greece Olympic Games, Finland. 
Cuba, Philipines, Ventsuela, Uruguay, Deccan, Colombia, Victoria, New 
Zealand Lifs Insurance, Argentine, Bosnia, Bulgaria, Turkey, Luxemburg, 
U.8. A.. Omaha, NewBouth Wales Jubilee,Japan,etc., etc. P o s t  fre e , 7d . 
In each packet we will also include, simply aa an advertisement, a 
magnificent set of T H IR T Y  different S W E D E N , including O fficia l 
and O b so le te  Issu es . Tlcase mention Th* Caftais.

iilttsfrofsd Price List and A pproval Selection* lent Pott Free on application.
ALFRED G ILB ER T &  C O . ,  W eeton-aupor^M aro.

The ‘ WONDER,’ 3d.
lOO D IF F E R E N T  ST A M P S  lOO

I n c l u d i n g  J a p a n e s e  C o r e a  ( 1 9 0 0 ) ,  G w a l i o r  S t a t e r  S o u d a n  
( C a m e l  T r o o p e r ) ,  G n a t e m a l a ,  S e r v i a ,  V i c t o r i a ,  B r a z i l ,  L a z e m *  
h '> re . A r g e n t i n e ,  P o r t u g a l ,  Q u e e n s l a n d ,  S e t  o f  9  C a n a d a ,  S e t  o f  
5  S w e d e n  ( i n c l u d i n g  S e r n c e ) ,  S e t  o f  9  I n d i a ,  R u u i a ,  2  J a p a n e s e ,  
C o s t a  R i c a  ( 1 8 6 3 ) ,  E n t i r e  B e l g i a n  P o s t c a r d ,  G r e e c e ( 0 1 ; m p l a n  
C a m e a  I s s u e ) ,  e t c . ,  e t c .  3 d .  P O S T A G E  I d .  E X T R A .

IN A D D IT IO N , .Tory Purchaser of the abor. Pa.fcet applying for a 
lelectiou of our “ I d e a l ’1 A p p r o v a l  S h e e t s  will receive

GRATIS, A S E T  O F  5 M E X IC O  (1886 1900).
(Tki* Set alone is catalogued at 2s. J!)

N O T IC E *—The above Packet is offered for & limited period simply a* an 
advertisement. Only one packet supplied to each person.

tsr See our 1900 LIST, 80 pages, post free and gratis.
N e w  P a c k e t s ,  N e w  S e t s ,  N e w  1 9 0 0  A l b u m s .

E R R IN 6 T O N  & M7SFTTIN,
S O U TH  HACKNEY, LONDON.

W A R  S T A M P S surcharged V.R.I.
b y  L o r d  R o b e r t s .

During the’next 0 weeks we will present GRATIS to every purchaser 
from our Approval Sheets of Is. worth. One V.R.I,, worth 9d .; of 2s. W. 
worth we present T w o  Y.R.I. worth It. 9d- ; of Se. worth. T h re e  V.R.I., 
worth 3b. 2d.j  and purchasers of 10s worth will receive GRATIS a grand 
set of F O U R  rarft V .R.I. usually sold at 6s. 6d.

A  M a rv e llo u s , b u t  G e n u in e  O ffer to  A d v e r t is e  o u r  S h eet* . Immediate applied ion necessary, as tc* have very few of these rare stamps. 
Enclose stamps for reply and mention Oaptaim.

T H E  C IR C U S  S T A M P  C o .,  IT*— 181, R e g e n t  S t . , L o n d o n .

S IL V E R  Q U E E N  C Y C L E S
------  -  O n M o n t h l y  P a y m e n t s . E n o r 

m o u s  s t o c k .  N e w  a n d  s e c o n d  
h a n d .  F R O M  | Q / -  M O N T H L Y .  
C a r r i a g e  p a i d .  F r e e  w h e e l s  a n d  
r i m  b r a k e s .  I l l u s t r a t e d  P r i c e  
L i s t s  P o s t  F r e e  t o  a n y  a d d r e s s . 
T h e  S i l v e r  Q u e e n  C y c l e  C o ., 

L t d ., 2 3 1 ,  T o t t e n h a m  O o p r t  R o a d .  L o n d o n ,  W .____________

RICHFORD’S “ P IS TO L  G R IP ”  SALOON OR GARDEN GUN,
L o n g  B l o c k  

S a f e t y  A c t i o n .  
I n  N o .  1 , 2 ,  a n d  
3  S i z e  B o r e s ,

1 2 / 6  e i t h e r  B o r e .  T h e s e  g n u s  w i t h o u t  d o u h t  a r e  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  v a l u e  i n  t h e  
m a r k e t ;  f o r  t h e  S a l o o n  o r  G a r d e n  t h e y  a r e  j u s t  t h e  v e r y  t h i n g .  T h e  s t o c k  i s

__ 1 w a l n u t ,  n i c e l y  p o l i s h e d ,  c h e c k e r e d  g r i p ,  b l n e d  b a r r e l ,  a n d  n i c k e l l e d  f i t t i n g , .  T h e  a c t i o n  o f
b r e e c h  a l l o w s  n o  e s c a p e  o f  g a s ,  t h e  e x t r a c t i n g  p r i n c i p l e  i s  m o s t  s i m p l e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e .  B a l l  
C a r t r i d g e s  f o r  N o .  l,7Jd. p e r  1 0 0 ;  S h o t  d i t t o ,  1/4 p e r  1 0 0 . D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  o n r  w e l l - k n o w n  C h e a p  

_ S a l o o n  o r  G a r d e n  G u n  a t  7 /6 ,  N o .  1  o n l y .  O u r  G e m  A i r  G u n s ,  N o .  1 , f r o m  1 3 /6 .  A i r  P i s t o l s ,  i n  b o x ,  c o m p l e t e ,  2 /3 ,
'  p o s t  4 d .  D a i s y  A i r  G u n s ,  3 /9 ,  p o s t  6d .  B . B .  S h o t  f o r  s a m e ,  6d .  p e r  i b .  b o x ,  p o s t  4 d .  D a r t s  f o r  s a m e ,  8d .  p e r  d o z . .  

T o s t  f r e e .  T h e  “  V a c u u m , ”  o r  ”  H a r m l e s s  ”  P i s t o l ,  w i t h  T a r g e t ,  2 / - ,  p o s t  f r e e .  D i t t o ,  N . P . ,  3 / - .  p o s t  f r e e .  O n r  c e l e b r a t e d  
l i e m i n g t o n  P a t t e r n  R i f l e s ,  2 2  c a l i b r e ,  1 2 /6  e a c h .  P r i c e s  o f  C a r t r i d g e s  f o r  s a m e ,  B . B .  C a p s ,  l i d .  10 0 ;  C . B .  C a p s ,  1 /2  1 0 0 ;  ’ 2 2  
S h o r t ,  1/ 3  1 0 0 .  ___ __________________________________________________

Our Well-known 1-Plate " G e m ” Camera, 5/6, post free. Our 3S by 21 Express Hand Camera, 5/6, post free. 
All kinds of Cameras and accessories In stock. Send for our lists, post free.

C. R IC H FO R D  &  CO., 153, F L E E T  S T R E E T , LO N D O N , E-C. Established 1876.
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From POLE to PO LE !
Nansen, 1895. FARTHEST NORTH,

88° 14'.
Borchgrevlnk, 1899, FARTHEST SOUTH, 

78° 50'.

,\ B oth  Dr. N ansen  an d  M r. B orch g rev ln k ,
; w ith  th e ir  r e sp e c tiv e  C rew s, w o re  ou tfits o f

PURE WOOL
a n d  S ir  H . M . S T A N L E Y  in  

C E N T R A L  A FR IC A .

“ JAEGER” is GOOD
FOR EYERYBODY in

every Climate,
N AN 6E N  )  (M R * O# E* BO RCH O REVIN K -J

126, REGENT STREET, W- l 456, STRAND, (C h a r in g  C ross), W.c.
30, SLOANE STREET, S.W. I 115, VICTORIA ST., (C  d o o rs  w es t of

85 and 86, CHEAPSIDE, E.C. a . * tr. store*.) s.W.
P U R E  W O O L ( 8 &° GEN ERAL )  TA IL O R S  4 2 , C O N D U IT  S T R E E T , IV,

T H E  O N L Y  P U B L IC A T IO N  O F  IT S  K IN D  IN  T H E  W OR LD .

Price 6d. The H O L ID A Y  N U M B E R  o f the Price 6d.

WIDE WORLD MAGAZINE
Is  now on sale Everyw here. Fascinating Reading fo r  Boat and T r a in .  

WALKED OFF BY A TIGER.
MY EXPERIENCE OF A SOUTH AMERICAN REVOLUTION.
A RIDE THROUGH THE BUSH FOR THE DOCTOR.
OUR MOUNTAIN CLIMB IN A CANNIBAL ISLE.
HOW BROWN RESCUED THE DOGS OF TAYLOR’S ISLAND. 
HOUSEKEEPING TROUBLES IN EAST AFRICA.

Personal Narratives of Adventures from all parts of the World. Illustrated Articles on 
Manners and Customs, strange sights, &c., with actual photographs.

More entertaining than Fiction. More informing than a School-book.

P r ic e

6 d .

The SEPTEMBER “WIDE WORLD” P rice

GEORGE NEWNES, LTD.,
-O n  S ate  E v e r y w h e r e • 6 d .

7 — 1 2 ,  B o u t HAMPTON S t r e e t , S t r a n d , W . C .



A D V E R T IS E M E N T S . v

A New and Beautifully produced Sixpenny 
Weekly Newspaper, appealing at All Seasons 
to All Classes who Travel or Tour for Health, 

Pleasure, Sport, or Business.

F r o m  “  T H E  W O R L D 99 o f  J u ly  18th
‘•The first number is in every way excellent. Well 

written,well printed.and well illustrated; It leaves nothing 
to be desired in the hitherto unoccupied field which It has 
now appropriated to itself."

Handy Size—Exquisitely Printed on A rt Paper, and 
Lavishly Illustrated with most Beautiful Photographs.

Among tbe permanent features will be found:—
1. —Travel Notes and News, from all the tourist centres of Europe, by 

our own correspondents.
2 . — Seasonable Travel Articles about out-of-the-way, as well as well- 

known, resorts.
3- — Our Home Railway Programmes — paragraphs of eminently 

practical information.
4- — Personal Episodes of Travel, copiously illustrated.
5- — Useful Paris Exhibition Hints, by our own special commissioners.
6.— What to Wear Abroad—for men as well as ladies—bv Travelled 

Experts. '
7-—'Under the heading o f "  Tours Through The Shops ' 1 will be found 

useful paragraphs and hints as to indispensable travel requisites, with 
prices, etc.

8. — Sunday Morning Notes—from the Chaplains in all the travel and 
tourist centres o f Europe.

9. — What the Doctor Says— Being practical advice to health seekers, 
by an eminent climatological specialist.

10.— Forthcoming Tours by Land and Sea— Illustrated. Notices of all 
the arrangements, facilities, etc., offered by all the shipping and other 
transport companies of the world.

i i - —You will also find illustrated Yachting, Oberammergau, Cycle 
Touring, Motor Car, and other notes, together with News from the Hotels 
of Europe ; Advice to the Amateur Photographer, etc., etc.

N O T IC E  T O  A L L  S E C T IO N S  O F  T H E  P U B L IC .
THE TRAVELLER •will be on sale not only all over the United Kingdom, but also In every travel and 

tourist centre of the World wherever English-speaking tourists congregate, through the well-known depots 
^A g en cies of M essrs . T H O M A S  C O O K  &  S O N .

jto Absolutely Hovel and Unique Weekly. P r ic e  S IX P E N C E .
Qe o r g e  n e w n e s , l t d ., 7- 12, So u t h a m p t o n  s t r e e t , s t r a n d , L o n d o n , w .c .
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MODEL STEAM ENGINES.

' J!
; ■ 

A^grl:
?h © - ■■ -«-

S e n d  a t  o n c e  ( 4  
p e n n y  s t a m p s )  f o r  
o u r  S p l e n d i d  N e w  
E n l a r g e d  C a t a l o g u e  
w i t h  o v e r  1 3 0  I l l u s 
t r a t i o n s  o f  M o d e l  
V e r t i c a l ,  H o r i z o n 
t a l ,  L o c o m o t i v e ,  
M a r i n e ,  S c r e w ,  a n d  
P a d d l e  E n g i n e s .  
C a s t i n g s  a n d  F i n 

___________________________ i______________________________  i s h e d  P a r t s  f o r  c o n 
s t r u c t i n g  s a m e ,  a l l

s i z e s .  B r a s s  C o p p e r ,  a n d  S t e e l  B o i l e r s ,  P r o p e l l e r s ,  P a d d l e  
W h e e l s ,  E n g i n e ,  a n d  B o i l e r  F i t t i n g s ,  O i l  a n a  G a s  E n g i n e s ,  
D y n a m o s ,  E l e c t r o  M o t o r s ,  E l e c t r i c  S c a r f  P i n s ,  L a m p s ,  B a t 
t e r i e s ,  B e l l s ,  e t c . ,  e t c .

W. MACMILLAN & CO., Engineers and Modellers,
M A R  S T R E E T , A L L O A , N .R .

WHAT SHALL WE DO
WITH OUR SONS ?

FARM AND COLONIZATION COMPANY, Limited.
D i r e c t o r s .

H a r o l d  J .  R e c k i t t . ,  E s q . ,  M . P . ,  W i n e s t e a d  H a l l ,  E .  Y o r k s .  
J o h n  B r o o k  B r a y ,  E s q . ,  C l a p h a m  P o l e g a t e ,  S u s s e x .  
B e n j a m i n  G l a s g o w ,  E s q . ,  T h e  R o w a n s ,  B l a c k h e a t h ,  S . E .

T h e  C o m p a n y ,  b e i n g  l a r g e  L a n d o w n e r s  a b r o a d ,  p r o v i d e s  
l o c a t i o n s  u n d e r  s u p e r v i s i o n  • o f  i t s  a g e n t s  f o r  a  l i m i t e d  
n u m b e r  o f  G e n t l e m e n ’ s  S o n s  o n  S t o c k  a n d  M i r e d  F a r m s ,  o r  
R a n c h e s ,  i n  a  h e a l t h y  c l i m a t e ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w i l l  g e t  a  p r a c t i c a l  
l o c a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  u n d e r  f a v o u r a b l e  a u s p i c e s ,  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  
c l a s s e s  o f  F a r m i n g ,  b e f o r e  s t a r t i n g  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  i f  d e s i r e d .

F o r  p a m p h l e t  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  a d d r e s s  o r  c a l l  u p o n  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y ,  V .  M .  H O L L I N 8 W O H T H ,  1 1 ,  C h a r i n g  C r o s s ,  
W h i t e h a l l ,  S . W ,  ( c o r n e r  o f  T r a f a l g a r  S q u a r e ) .

C A R L Y ON  C O L L E G E
5 S  &  5 6 , C h a n c e r y  L a n e ,  W .C. U  I

London University, Oxford & Cambridge Examinsu
Medical and Legal Preliminaries, Etc. ’

P u p i l s  p r e p a r e d  e i t h e r  P r i v a t e l y  o r  i n  C l a e s .  V a c a t i o n  T u it io n  
F o r  P r o w e c t u i ,  S v c c u u t ,  t tc .,  a p p l y  to  *

R . C , B .  K E R I N ,  B .A .,  L o n d o n ,
(First. Flr»t-Cl«,» Honours in Classics , ,  v i~ i, 

130  London U niversity  Successes la  lest 5 years, etc,

ISP A T T T E A L  H I S T O R Y  '

W A T K IN S  &  D O N C A S TE R ,
N A T U R A L I S T S ,  f

36 , STRAND, .......
k e e p  in  s to ck  e v e ry  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  A p paratu s , Cabinets," 

B o o k s , a n d  S p e c im e n s  T o r  C o lle cto rs  o (
BIRDS’ EGGS, BUTTERFLIES and MOTHS, & c ., Sc.

P ric e  l i s t  fo r  1900 s e n t  p o s t  fr e e  on application.

LONDON, W.C. (Fir\PCtfTnni

A D e l ig h t f u l  S w e e t m e a t .

C le ave s’ „«
1$

C E L E B R A T E D

c i
«

0XS
R i c h ,  N u t r i t i o u s ,  

A b s o l u t e l y  P u r e ,  t h e r e 

f o r e  b e s t .

“ P u re s t M a te r ia ls ,  E x c e l le n t  F la v o u r."
Laiuctt.

* E x c e p t io n a l ly  C h o ic e , U n i fo rm ly  D e lic iou s ." 
Court C i r c u la r

'B a c h  D e lic io u s  a m i H a rm le s s  D a in t ie s , " —F a m ily  
D o c to r .

J O H N  C L E A V E  f t  S O N ,  L t d . ,  C r e d i t o n ,  D e v o n .

DE L i  RUE & CO'S FOUNTAIN FENS
Designed to SUIT ALL TASTES & REQUIREMENTS, and made throughout in their own Workshops.

THE “PELICAN” ( P A T E N T E D )
L  P O U N T A n X

O R D I N A R Y  S I Z E ,

•e x  w i t : S H T J T - O F F V A L V E .
EXTRA LARGE,

10/6 W I T H  1 4 -C A R A T  G O L D  R E N , I R I D I U M - P O I N T E D .  16/6
W rites In sta n tly  and C on tin uously, and m ay be carried  In any p osition  w ith o u t fear of leakage.

T H E “NOTA BENE” STYLO
5 1 -

O r  F L U I D  D E U C I L  (P A T E N T E D )

5 1 -

The Stylo may be considered the HANDIE.ST OF ALL WRITING INSTRUMENTS, 
as it is always ready for nse without adjustment, and may be carried in any position without fear of leakage._______

DE LA RUE’S “ ISOBATH ” INKSTAND
(PATENTED)

Has a Large Reservoir of Ink, secure from Dust and Evaporation,
THE FLOAT 19 SO WEIGHTED AND POISED AS ALWAYS TO KEEP THE 

INK IN THE DIPPING-WELL AT THE SAME LEVEL.

P R I C E S  ............* ........  from 2/8 to 45/-

Sectioo, thorn iog Construction.
A lso  the “ S W I F T ” W R I T I N G  I N K S

SPECIALLY RECOMMENDED FOR THE ABOVE PENS & INKSTANDS.

S old  b y  n il S ta tion ers . W h olesa le o n ly  b y  th e S ole M a n u fa cttirers ,
T H O S . D E  L A  R U E  &  C O . L t d .,  B U N H I L L  R O W , L O N D O N , E C.
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A B O U T  M O S C O W  ..........................................................................................................................
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T hf. C a p t a in  w ill be forw arded direct from  the Offices o f George Newsies, Lim ited , to any part o f  the w orld, post 
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Army (all branches), H igher C ivil Service, &  U n ive rs ity .SPpREAPARATioN
JOHN GIBSON, M.A.

(FIRST CLASS, CAMBRIDGE),

Late of Uppingham and Westminster;
Educational Medallist at Antwerp, 

Bordeaux, and Brussels International 
Exhibitions.

G. LOLY, B.A,
(FIRST CLASS, LONDON),

Author of “ The Illustrated French 
Grammar,” etc.;

Spanish, German, and Italian Examiner 
at the City ol London College.

large staff of specialist tutors. small classes, individual attention.
J ! ' , r  ">.000 s u c c e s s e s  t o  d a t e  i n  C o m p e t i t i v e  a n d  P a s s  E x a m i n a t i o n s .  P u p i l s  r e c e i v e d  a t  ( 1 )  1 4 - 1 8 ,  V i c t o r i a  R o a d ,  U p p e r  N o r w o o d ,  t h e  
< ™ ie n t  d e p a r t m e n t  o l  Q u e r n m o r e ; ( 2 )  2 4 ,  C h a n c e r y  L a n e ;  ( 3 )  9 ,  F e n c h n r c h  S t r e e t ,  E .C .  ( H .  F o u l k s  T y n c h  A  C o . )  f o r  C h a r t e r e d  
v c o u n t a n is "  E x a m i n a t i o n s  o n l y .  O v e r  3 5 0  s u c c e s s e s  i n  1 8 9 9  o n l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  e i g h t  F u n  p l a c e s  a n d  f i f t y  H o n o u r s ,

* Prospectus and fu ll particulars en application to

J O H N  G IB S O N ,  Mm A  tt 18, V ia to r  1st R o a d , U p p e r  N o rw o o d *
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are you too fat?
M a rv e llo u s  R e s u lts  In  C u r in g  C o rp u le n c y  b y  

T h e  “ R u s s e l l”  T re a tm e n t .

“ C O R P U L E N C Y  ' A N D  T H E  C U R E .” —  T his is the title of an interesting volum e (25G pages) 
which has been written by M r. P . C. Russell, o f W oburn H ouse, Store Street, London, W .C ., and it deals 
in a common-sense fashion w ith a subject which is of considerable m om ent to a large num ber o f people. 
Mr. Russell has devoted m ore study than perhaps any other medical expert to the question o f obesity, and his 
unique experience in the treatm ent of the thousands of cases that have com e under his care has conclusively 
shown him the falsity o f the idea that excessive corpulence is a thing that must be endured because it cannot be 
banished without danger to the general health. H e has proved that quite the contrary is the case, and the 
hundreds of testim onials w hich are given in the book constitute an unanswerable testim ony to the efficacy o f his 
remedy. Mr. Russell handles his subject with the skill o f a master, but withal he uses such simple language 
that all may understand, and his book is fu ll o f useful inform ation. H e points out that in most of the so-called 
remedies for adiposity the adm inistration o f deleterious com pounds is advocated, or that adherence to some more 
or less objectionable or stringent form s o f dietary or abstinence is insisted upon. Haying given the subject 
constant attention for m any years, Mr. Russell has succeeded in producing and perfecting a purely vegeiable 
preparation, which is guaranteed to be perfectly harm less, while he claim s that It reduces superfluous fat in such 
an unerring manner that 24 hours is usually a sufficient tim e to test its efficacy by stepping on a weighing 
machine. In short, the advantages of M r. Russell’ s m ethod may be thus sum m ed u p : T h e com pound is purely 
vegetable and perfectly  harm less ; it does net dem and those semi-starvation dietary restrictions which are so 
weakening to the system  ; it is m ost efficacious in reducing fat without injury ; and it aims at the radical cure 
of obesity, so th a tw h e n  persons under treatm ent have been reduced to their normal w eight the incubus may 
not return. M oreover, the treatm ent is an exceedingly pleasant one. T he m edicine w hich is prescribed is an 
agreeable, refreshing, cooling invigorating tonic, and allays thirst in a m arvellous manner. It is purely vegetable, 
contains no poison, has no pernicious effect on the most delicate subject, is free from  objection o f any kind, and 
is neither aperient, constipating, weakening, nor sickly. It it sufficient that M r. Russell s bomt lias reached its 
eighteenth edition, and is certainly well w orth reading. It can be obtained by sending three penny stamps to the 
address as above. Am ongst the num erous unsolicited letters which Mr, Russell is daily receiving, mention m ay 
be made of one from  M r. F. U pton, of Brazil, w ho sa ys : “  I have over 100 persons here under your treatment, 
and, without one Bingle exception, all with m ost satisfactory results.”  This is testim ony indeed. Extract from  
The lirislul Mercury, June 16th, 1900.

SPECIAL OFFER
To all readers of “ THE CAPTAIN” suffering from Obesity.

M r, Russell will toe pleased to forward post tree a Copy ot 
his Book, “ Corpulency and the Cure,” 256 pages, in a sealed 
plain envelope, to all applicants forwarding 3d. in stam ps  
to W O BU R N  HOUSE, Store Street, LONDON, W .C.______

PRESENTS FOR BOYS.
I t  has beaten all other makes, 
winning many rvrizeB. Well 
risgeil. .Beautifully finished, 
* -  5 /1 1 ; 2linM 1 3 /6 ; 24in.,

;*0in., 3 0 /- ;  30in„ 4 5 / - ;  
Stands, 1 /- extra. Post
age and packing, ©d. on 
Gr*t two sizes, 1 /- on 
oilier eixea.
S e n d  i d *  f o r  L a r g e  

C a t a l o g u e
(1G0 lllu r tr a tio n t)

o f Boat Vittinss, 
Sailing Boat?. 

Strain Boit*, Clock* 
work Boats, Stanru 

ami Clockwork 
Railways, Rails, 
Kngincfi, Stations, 
etc., all Fold sepa- 

ntely
WILES BAZAAR, 38, Market Street, M ANCHESTER

IN D O O R  S H O O T IN G  P R A C T IC E ,
With Patent Arrows, which adhere to Target and 

Indicate the score.
P is to ls .

2 / - ,  3 / - ,  5 / - ,  &  
8 /6  t h e  s e t .

Postage and 
packing Gd. ex
tra.

Rifles.
8 / - ,  7 /6 ,  1 0 / 6 ,  &  

1 5 / -  t h e  s e t ,  

L e e  -  M e t f o r d  
M o d e l s ,  1 7 /6  &  
2 2 /-.

Postage and 
packing. Is. ex
tra.
LEWIS WILD. 13, Edmund Place,

S e p a r a t e  

A r r o w s ,  
T a r g e t s ,  B e l t s ,  
&  B a n d o l e e r s  

s u p p l i e d .

Sold by all Toy 
and Sporting 
Goods Dealers, 
by G e n e r a l  
Stores, and the 
Patentee—

L o n d o n ,  E .C .

WHAT Q M A I I  I DC O 294pp., crow n 8vo, cloth, price 3/6 nett. A  guide to occupations for men and
OflHLL I DC • w om en, in w hich incom es can be made ranging from  £10U to £1,thill n year.

%  E .  H. Coumbe, 13. A ., Lecturer on English  H istory. L iterature and Languages, at the City of London College. 
„ . 15 anther's aim has been to give to parents and guardians a bird’s-eyo view of nil po sible openings for n future career,
til. V. C* jneUiods by which hoys and girls may cuter various occupations and the prospects therein. The various chapters of
■ honk deal with the Clerical. Medical, Legal, and Educational professions; the Army, Navy, Indian. Colonial, and 

plonntir Services; Arts and Sciences; Architecture, Engineering, Agriculture, and Commerce; Women's Occupations, anil 
nose of (he Itlitnl, Deaf, lJumh, and other afflicted persons. For the most part, the ip.or,nation given has been derived 

'rat liand Iroin persons actually engaged in the vari ms callings referred to.
G E O R G E  NEVVNES, Ltd., 7-12, Southampton Stueet, Stisanh, W .C .
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^  PITMAN'S^^
METROPOLITAN SCHOOL,

SOUTH AM PTON  ROW, W.C.
(C o r n e r  o f  R u sse ll S q u a re ).

Principal: BERNARD DE BEAR, C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e ,

Assisted by a Permanent Staff of 60 Expert Teachers.

T H E  O LD ES T, LA R G E S T &  M O S T  S U C C E S S FU L B U SIN ESS COLLEGE
in  t h e  W o rld .

IN D IV ID U A L  IN S T R U C T IO N  only in all subjects necessary for a Complete Com
mercial Education.

O PF.N D 7U L Y ,  T E N  T O  N I N E , f l L L  T H E  Y E f l R  R O U N D .

See the School’s New Prospectus for the Ideal Course for the Boy or Girl just 
leaving the preparatory school.

’ T h e  M e r c h a n t 's  O ffice*
T h e  C o u n tin g  H o u s e *
P r iv a t e  S e c re ta ry s h ip s *
P u b lic  o r  P r iv a te  B a n k s *

\ L o n d o n  U n iv e r s ity *
S o c ie ty  o f  A r t s  E x a m s •
C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  E x a m s *
Th e  G iv i I  S e r v ic e *
A l i  P r o f e s s io n a l P r e lim in a r y  

■ E xa m s*
The School can always easily place its efficient students in remunerative positions. 

Over 70 0  appointments annually. The demand for youths and young ladies with a 
good business knowledge is greater now than it has ever been.

Practical Training for Business or Professional Life.

The School 
guarantees to prepare 

thoroughly for

At the Society of Arts Exams. (1900) this School passed 97 per cent, of its candi
dates and took 50 First-class Certificates, besides the Society's Medals in Shorthand, 
Typewriting, Bcok-keeping, German and English. Most Brilliant Results in the Kingdom-

T h e  n e w  C o m p l e t e  P r o s p e c t u s ,  g r a t i s  a n d  p o s t  f r e e ,  m a y  b e  h a d  O n  a p p l ic a t io n  
t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ,

‘Pitman V  THetropoiitan tfchooi,
SOUTHAM PTON ROW, LONDON.

/ w s  >

A L L  A D V E R T I S E M E N T S  F O R  “ T H E  C A P T A I N "  s h o u l d  h i  a d d n u e d  A D V E R T I S E M E N T  D E P A R T M E N T ,  O E O H O E  N E W S

7—18, SOUTHAMPTON STREET, STRAND, W.O.
LONDON COLOUR RRiNTIKQ 0 0 ., LTP.


