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PREFACE,

il
Qur readers will judge best whether we have attained in this, the tenth volume of
the Philatelic Journal of Great Britain, the high standard which we set ourselves in the
opening number. We have received some of their judgments, and these have mostly
been encouraging. But a far wider judgment is given to us, we are happy to say, by

the large demand which the philatelic world bas made for our next volume.

The year which closes the nineteenth century has seen the British Empire plunged
in a strenuous war, which, unfortunate though it be, has given to Philately several
series of most interesting stamps, and in the case of the Mafeking Siege issue, has
aroused one of the keenest controversies which collectors have been engaged in for
many years. '

The large and extended interest awakened among all classes in these stamps has
brought about a remarkable revival of stamp collecting. Those who have acquired
the war issues as mementos have been drawn in by the fascinations of Philately
altogether, so that we may say, with safety, that the philatelic world is vastly broader
now than it was when this volume was begun. With the certainty of this

knowledge, we shall begin the new century with great confidence in the future.

’ KIRKPATRICK & PEMBERTON,
LoxpoN.




INDEX TO VOL. X, 1900.

A

Advantages of the International Philatelic
Exhibition, 30

Annual Dinner of the Manchester Phila-
telic Sociely, 212

Answers to Correspondents, 176, 199

Austria, First Issue of, 43

B

Baden, Stamps of, 4, 22

Bright’s A B C Catalogue, 214

Brooklyn Exhibition, 31

Buhl's Recollections, 80, 100, 114, 130, 151,
172, 188

C

Chili Unpaids, Sale of, 3
Collectors’ Catalogue Question, 47
Collectors, a Warning to, 136
Collect, What Shall I, 218
Colour Charts, On, 99
Current Issues, Importation of, 136
" " More about the Importa-
tion, 177
Collectors, Types of
No. 1. Condition Crank, 46
2. Perforation Fiend, 62
3. Bargain Hunter, 87
4. Merest Tyro, 12§

D

Destruction of Obsolete Newfoundland
Stamps, 34

Discoveries, 13, 68, 106, 123, 163, 181, 203
Dream of Stamps, A, 20

E

Errors, 13, 63, 100, 123, 162, 181, 203
Exhibition, Brooklyn, 31
" Inter. Phil. Union, 213
» Paris, Notes on, 154
” of Phil. Scty. of Victoria, 134
" Philatelic, 195

F
Federation and Philately, 82

a
Gibbons’ 1900 Catalogues, 42, 150
H
Hawaii, the 12 Cents, 133
Hayti, the Salomon Type of, 211
I
Issues, New or Old, 196
International Philatelic Union Advantages,
29
Exhibition,
213
- Reports, 3,

4] ”
26, 44, 63, 79, 97, 117, 141, 156,
174, 191, 213

J

]apan,862 sen Stamps of, by Oliver Firth,
1

LR ” ”

K

King of Stamps, 81
King’s, Whitfield, Catalogue, 1900, 76

L

Labourdonnais, Who was, 7

M

Mafeking Siege Stamps, 116, 162, 190
Manchester Philatelic Society’s Annual
Dinner, 212

N

Newfoundland Stamps,
Obsolete, 34

New Leaves to Cut, 29, 42, 76, 133, 150,
214

New Proprietorship, 8

New Zealand Stamps, 212

' v concerning

printing of, 6o

Notes by the Way, 9, 25, 48, 62, 82, 137,
158, 178, 197, 217

Notes from a Philatelic Diary, 192

Destruction of

the

bRl



0
Obsolete Newfoundland Stamps, Destruc-
tion of, 34

PN

P

Paraguay, New Postal Tariff for, 113
Paris Exhibition, Notes on, 154
Past Editors of the “P.].G.B.,” 14
Peep into the Future, 15
Philatelic Diary, Notes from a, 192
" Exhibition, 195
" Morals, 157
” Society of Victoria Exhibition,

134
" War Relief Fund, 23

Position of Philately To-day, by H. Wil-

fred Plumridge, A.A.L, 2
Postmaster General’s Annual Report, 171

Proprietorship, New, 8 .
R 0
Recollections of Twenty Years' Stamp

Dealing, by Theo. Buhl, 8o, 100, 114,
130, 151, 172, 188
Reports of'the I.P.U., 5, 26, 44, 63, 79,
97, 117, 141, 156, 174,191, 213
other Societies, 6, 27, 45, 64,
79, 98, 117, i9I, 214
the Cape Town
Society, 117
the Herts Philatelic Society,

$1) 1]
Philatelic

L] ”

+ 3

28, 191

" » the India Philateiic Society,
45

" y» the Junior London Philatelic
Society, 28

" ., the Manchester Philatelic

Society, 191, 214

the Scottish Philatelic Society,
27, 64, 98, 214

the ! Sheffield Philatelic So-

ciety, 6, 28, 45, 64, 79, 98, 214
Rural Stamps, 22

” LR]

S

Seebeck, A New, 6
South Australian Varieties Simplitied, by
M., Z. Kuttner, 40, 58, 76, 94
Spain, Stamps of the Carlist Insurrection,
by Geo. B. Duerst, 118, 131
Stamps, A Dream of, 20
" V.R.I, 215
Stamp Collectors’ Almanac, 29
,» Dealing, Recollectlons of Twenty
Years', by Theo. Buhl 100, 114, 130,
151, 172, 188

21 71

Stamps of New Zealand, 212

Stamp Robbery in the Strand, 153
Summer Season, 120 {
Sydney Philatelic Exhibition, 195 !

T

i
Tamsen Collection, 81
Trade Note, 86
Turkey, Stamps of, 7
Types of Collectors :
No. 1. Condition Crank, 46
2. Perforation Fiend, 62
3. Bargain Hunter, 87
4. Merest Tyro, 125

U
Unused Question, The Great, 24
\4

Varieties of ‘South' Australia Simplified, by
M. Z. Kuttner, 40, 58, 76, 94

Various Notes, 13, 68, 106, 123, 162, 181,
203

Victoria Exhibition, Philatelic Society of,

134
V.R.I. Stamps, 215

w

Warning to Collectors, 43, 116
War Fund Auction, 60
War Relief Fund, Philatelists’, 23
War Stamps, 65

Well-Known Philatelists :

No. 1. Mr. G. B. Duerst, 1

,» H. R. Oldfield, 21

w W, D, Beckton, 39
»w M. P, Castle, 57

» E. D. Bacon, 75

» Robt. Ehrenbach, g3
Baron A de Reuterskiold, 113
Mr. T. W. Hall, 129
Major E. B. Evans, 149
to. Mr. J. R. F. Turner, 169
11. ,, Vernon Roberts, 185
t2. ,, E. Shorthouse, 20g

© on P p

—_—0—-

New Issues and Varieties.
A

Afghanistan, 140

Alexandrie, t1, 33, 68, 140, 202

Austria, 32, 51 66, 85, 103, 122, 139, 161,
180, 201



Bavaria, 11, 33, 86, 105, 123 "
Belgium, 33, 85, 104, 140, 180, 219
Bolivia, 11
Bosnia, 32, 51, 60, 85
Brazil, 32, 51, 67, 161
British Bechuanaland, 31
,  Central Africa, 31,66, 83. 102
,» Guiana, 50, 218
,  Honduras. 1o, 31, 50, 121, 159, 218
. South Africa, to, 138
Bulgaria, 51, 67, 122
Buadi, 31
Bussahir, 84, 102, 138, 180

C

Canada, 121
Cape of Good Hope, 31, 50, 83, 102, 121,

159

Caroline Islands, 68, 86, 140

Cartagena, 33, 51, 67

Cavalle, 202

Cayman Islands, 200

Ceylon, 10, 31, 50, 83, 102, 121, 138, 200

Chamba, 84

Chili, 83, 104, 140, 180, 201, 219

China, 33, 122, 123, 140, 159, 18, 200

Cochin, 139, 218

Columbia, 11, 33. 51, 67, 85, 104, 122, 140,
101

Congo, 104, 122, 220

Cook Islands, 10

Corea, 67, 68, 8, 122, 181, 201, 219

Crete, 67, 85, 202

Cuba, 52, 86

Cucuta, 104, 122, 140, 161

D

Dahomey, 11, 52, 86, 104

Danish: West Indies, 67, 104, 122
Deccan, 200

Dedeagh, 161

Denmark, 52, 67, 104, 122

Dhar, 180

Djibouti, 68

Dominican Republic, 68, 86, 104, 220
Datch Indies, 161, 202

Duttia, 31, 102, 121, 180

E

Ecuador, 33, 52, 104, 140
Egypt, 86

Falkland Isles, 31

Faridkot, 200

Federated Malay States, 84

Fernando Poo, 141, 221

Fiji, 10

Formosa, 221

France, 11, 33, 52, 68, 86, 104, 122, 140,
161, 181, 202, 220

Funchal 68

a

Germany, 11, 33, 53, 68, 86, 104, 123, 140,
161, 202, 220,

Gibraltar, 66

Gold Coast, 31, 66,

Great Britain, 83, fo2, 118

Greece, 140, 161, 181, 202, 221

Guam, 12

Guatemala, 68, 105. 140

Guiana (French), 52, 140

H

Holland, 161, 202

Hong Kong, 83, 102, 121, 159, 180, 200,
218

Hungary, 12, 33, 51, o4, 139, 180

Iceland, 52, 104

India, 11, 31, S0, 66, 84, 103, 121, 138,
139, 180, 200, 218

Italy, 105, 140

Jamaica, 103
Japan, 12, 52, 68, 86, 221
Jhind, 66

K
Kishengarh, 5o, 66, 84, 102, 121, 139, ;8(3(:

L

Labuan, 11, 66, 84
Liberia, 52
Levant, Austrian, 51,67, 85, 161
,» French, 140
» German, 220
» Italian, 140
» Russian, 140



M

Maceo, 12, 34
Madagascar et Dependances, 33
Mafeking, 83, 102, 159
Malta, 50, 103, 200, 219
Malaya, 200
Malay States, 66
Marshall Islands, 68, 86
Martiniqus, 32
Mauritius, 50, 103, 121, 139, 219
Mayotte, 11
Mexico, 12, 68, 105, 123, 140
Morocco Agencies, 66
»  (French), 104, 181, 202
»» (German),11, 33, 52, 220
Mozambique, 140

N

Nabha, 66

Native States, 84

Negri Sembilan, so

New Caledonia, 68, 86
» Guine, 68
» South Wales, 11, 66, 84, 103, 160
» Zealand, 31, 50, 66, 84, 103,

13g, 160, 180, 200, 219

Niger Coast, 66, 201

North Borneo, 11, 66, 84

Northern Nigeria, 139, 160

0

Oceanie, 52, 104, 123
Oraunge Free State, 66, 84
» River Colony, 103, 122,
180, 201, 219
Orcha, 102, 160

121

139, 160

Pahang, 51

Panama, 85, 104
Paraguay, 202, 221
Pattialla, 66

Perak, 161, 180, 201, 219
Persia, 181, 202

Peru, 68, 86, 105, 161, 203
Philippines, 34, 53, 68, 86
Ponta Delgada, 68
Poonch, 103

Porto Rico, 68, 105
Portugal, 12, 34, 68, 103, 123, 140, 161
Portuguese Indies, 34, 161
Port Said, 11, 33, 104

Q

Queensland, 11, 50, 201 {

R

Reunion (French), 11
Roumania, 1035, 161
Russia, 140

S

Salvador, 334, 52, 86, 105, 123, 140, 161

Samoa, 68, 123, 141

Sarawak, 11, 31, 50, 123, 139

Senegal, 33

Servia, 221

Seychelles, 31, 84, 180

Siam, 34, 52, 68

Sirmoor, 11

Soudan, 103

South Australia, 11, 31, 84, 103, 160, 201

Spain, 86, 141, 221

Straits Settlements, 31, 51, 66, 84, 103,
160, 180, 201, 219

Surinam, 161, 202

Sweden, g2

Switzerland, 105, 123, 203

T

Tasmania, 32, 51, 84, 103
Timor, 12

Transvaal, 1 39, 161, 201
Travancore, 31, 200
Trinidad, 51, 66

Turkey, 12, 105

Turks Island, 201

U

United States, 12, 34, 52, 68, 86, 105
Uruguay, 34, 105, 181, 203

\

Vathy, 86
Venezuela, 52, 68, 86, 105, 123, 181, 221
Victoria, 32, 66

w

Western Australia, g1
Wurtemburg, 68, 105

z

Zanzibar, 123, 181

\&%n_ S



INDEX TO

“THE PHILATELIC REVIEW OF REVIEWS”

PHILATELY AT HOME.
From Ewen's Weekly Stamp News.
Canada Map Stamps, 74

Fyom The London Philatelist.
Colours and the Prang Standard, 143
Crown and CC. Issues of 1866-67, 142
Dispersal of Collections, §3
German Colonial Stamps, 126

Laurated series of New South Wales,
89

The Early Issues of the Argentine Re-
public, 35

The Early Issues of Uganda, 70, 143

The History of the German Colonies
and German Post Offices in Foreign
Countries, and their different Issues
of Stamps, 108, 128, 144

The Stamps of Japan from 1876, 16
The Tapling Collection, 223
1862 Issue of Roumania, 165
From The Monthly Journal.
‘“ Faridkot,” 127
Japanese Forgeries, 89

Postal Organisation of the Kindom of
Siam, 206

Stamps of the Argentine Republic, 107
From Morley's Philatelic Journal,

Insurance of Exchange Packets, 143

Philately as an Aid to Culture, 205

Types or Dies of the 4c Seychelles, 127
From The Philatelic Record.

Collectors’ Priced Catalogue Question,
108

Stamps of Luxemburg, 53

The 1d on 3d Orange Free State, 167,
182

Transvaal Reprints, 224

Transvaal Stamps of the first Republic,
89

From Smith's Monthly Crrcular.
Eastern Roumelia, 167

From Stamps.
“Y1” Stamps of Cuba, 144, 224
From The Stamp Collectors’ Fortnightly.

Stamp Insurance, 22§
Stamps of Brazil, 73
The first Stamp Auction, 144

PHILATELY ON THE CONTINENT.
From Die Deutsche Briefmarken Zeitung.
The Reprints of Sardinia, 74, 9o, 146

From The Iliustriertes Brisfmarken Journal.

The Stamps of British Guiana from
18co to 1860, 54

From Le Timbre Poste.

The Reprints of Portugal and Colonies,
16, 38

The Face Value of Early Trinidads, 146

PHILATELY IN AMERICA.

From The American Journal of Philately.

The Stamps of Belgium, 183, 207, 225
From The Montreal Philatelist.

The Canadian Provisionals of 1899, 92

Casual Philatelic Notes from Cook

Islands, 146
PHILATELY IN THE STATES.

From Filatelic Facts and Fallacies.

Notes on the History of the General
Office of the Hawaiian Islands, 19,

37
From The New York Philatelist.

Stamps of Brazil, 73
A Dream of Stamps, 20



NP

F. A. WickHART & Co.,
Philatelic Printers,
J6, Mildmay Street, lslington, N.



-

- &

LAt

~ \
N4,

The Official Organ of the lnternational Philatelic Union, and the Sheffield and
Scottish Philatelic Socicties.

No, 109, Vou. 10,

Wlcll=known Philatelists.

NO. 1. -Mr. GEO. B. DUERST.

Mg Geo. B, Duerst, the subject of our sketch
this month, is a special favourite with readers of

JANUARY 10,
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ton, which appeared in this journal in 18%5, that
first brought Mr. Duerst to the front as a phi-
latelic writer. This was followed by articles on
Egypt and Alsace Lorraine, which appeared in
the Record. Then in 1897 he was appointed editor
of the /2. /.G.B., and it is unnecessary to recapitu-
late here all the good work be has donc for its
pages.

The Dhilatelie Journal of Great Byttain, and for a very | The Manchester DPhilatelic Society is to be
good reascn —he has oc- congratulated on having
cupied the pesitien  cof T such an energetic and
friend, philosopher, and capable  philatelist on
puide to all of them for its committee. He was

two years. We are there-
fore sure that everybedy
will be pleased to rec the
photograph  ¢f the late
editor adorning this page.
Mr. Duerst is cnly 38,
but commenced collecting
tamps at the tender age

of seven. Copy-bocks, as
has been so often the
case with others, received

his first treasures, and as
the pages began  to  be
filel they attracted the
attention «f his father,
who burned the lut, as he
thoaght it waste ¢f time
to collect. After this he
formel several cther col-
lections, which all met
with a like fate. Sticking

one of the first to recog-
nise the impertance of the
study of obliterations in ad-
dition to, and not sulse -

vient to, the study of
stamp;. He is an accomp-
lished linguist, and has

travelled a great deal, and
so he has friends and cor.
respondents  literally  ia
every part of the ghbe.
One of his achievements
was the founding of the
Hanover Philatelic Socie y.
It will easily be seen from
the few particulars we have
given that Mr. Duerst is a
genuine, thurough - goiny
philatelist of the old school,
ot which unfortunately the
present generation of collec-

to it however, he had ir
1880 a good collection,
for those days. comprising
everything but poestcards X
and postal stationery. It was In 1801 that he
commenced specializing in several FEurojean
countries. and since that time he has amassel
a fne collection, bLut if he has one par-
ticular mania, it is Awx-mania. Though he had
written short articles before, it was a Icqg
treatise on the stamps of Roumania written 1in
collaberation with his friend Mr. W. D. lech-

Mgk CLEO. B. DUERST.

tors contains too few
examples, and it must be
with regret that readers

f this io: rail find him relinquishing the task of
Sdi:orshjip. which he was obliged to do thrcugh
pressure of o her w ork.

In concluling these remarks we may venture
to hope that we shall see in the future many
more of those carefully and accurately written
articles with which this old cullector has
familiarised us.
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@he Position of Philately To-day.

By H. Wwwrrep Prumrivae, A AL

The new Proprietors of the P.J.G.B. have
requested me to contribute something to the
first number published under their auspices,
and as I firmly bolieve that stamp papers run
by responsible philatelists have played « very
important part in raijsing what was our hobby,
into what is very like a science on the firm
basis it now occupies, it gives me very greaj
pleasure to accede to their request.

I am of opinion that both collectors and
dealers alike should subscribe to all the im-
portant journals connected with the study of
Philately. Thecost is really trifling, while each
subncriber has the satisfaction of being e
Jrit with every movement in the world  of
stamp collectors and stamp traders. A few
years ago I subscribed among other papers to
the **L'Echo de la Timbrologie” and once,
while casually glancing through the columns
devoted to advertisers 1 was surprised to see that
several mint old English stamps were listed
therein at ridiculously low rates. 1 at once
communicated with the fimu offering the bargain
and was delighted with the business that
resulted, for not only did I keep for mysclf
many stamps I particularly  wanted, but even
after doing that, T sold the remainder at more
than double the sum I had paid for the entire
purchase. In this instance the benefit 1 de-
rived from being a subseriber to a paper was of
an essentinlly pecuniary character. Besides this,
a careful perusal of some of the exhaustive
articles on the stamps of intricate countries,
written by men who thoroughly understand
their subjects, reveals to the painstaking student
what may almont bo termed a ¢ Royal Road ”
to philatelic lore.

It is really wonderful how much more the
collsctor of to-day knows about his treasures
than did his predecessor of a few years ngo.
Whereas, the latter was often puzzled by a poor
forgery the merest tyro would not now be taken
in for & moment.

The position of Philately to-day can be
viewed from two standpoints—the onc social,
the other financial.  Formerly school-boys
were encouraged to collect stamps in order to
keep their minds and hands occupied, and thus
prevent them from teasing their sisters, or from
commandeering jam tarts from the pantry.
Those schoolboys are now superseded by adult
devotves—men gathered from all the ranks of
life. Such general interest hsgets respect for
its object and raises the wocial position of
philately.

In order that the best resalt may follow
from this gain in status, men who have know-

ledge should he ready to encourage, even to
give hints to beginners, thus winning fuvour
for philately by the kindness and learning of
philatelists. Re-cruits are as indispenusable
to stamyp collectors as they are to an army,
and in both cases a certain amount of trouble
must be taken to secure them.

I now turn to the present financial position
of Philately, a side of the subject which has for
me the greatest attraction. I know that many
collectors hold the erronecus idea that prices
during the past two years have declined, and
that Philately therefore is on the downward
grade. I hope to show conclusively that this
is not the case. Of course there are grounds
for the opinion I have referred to, and the three
chief ones appear to me to be Specialism,
Speculation, and Trade Catalogues. I define a
specialist to be 4 man who contfines himself to
collecting stamps of certain countries hecause
the leading men in our world do so. The
choice is made wholly with the view of being
in the fashion. But fashions are always
changing, and the consequence is that certain
stamps  which  commanded s ready rale at
inflated prices when everyludy wanted them,
are difticult to dispuse of, even at a heavy losy,
when the tide has turned in another direction.

The man who has come in at the top of the
boom gets **loft,” and frequently becomes a
confirmed pessimist.  From this fate he can
only he saved by remenibering that others made
gains proportioned to his loss.  An example of
such & fashion is now hefore us in the case of
Transvanls.  They are only just coming
into favour, and those collectors who are now in
the field (We presume Mr. Plumridge does not
want this taken literally? Eds.) will manage,
doubtless, to pick up many varisties at a ere
fraction of their real value,

Within a year or so many of them will most
likcly be as much overvalued as they are now
under estimated.  Neodless to say the last men
to join the fashion will find their purchases
more costly, and yet in & little while, when »
new goddens has been placed on the throne, they
will be unable to ohtain a price at all approach-
ing that which they gave, and their dealings,
having been almost confined to the stamps that
were fashionable when they bought, they will
necessarily be confined to them when they wsell,
Arguing from what is really a single instance
they will immediately jump to the conclusion
that all stamps are going down.  Thus Special-
ism gives a deceptive appearance to the market.

How Speculation disturbs it and makes the
position appear now good, now bad, in direct
contradiction to the truth of things, may be
lenrned from the events of the lant four or five
years. At the beginning of that period a
number of wealthy men suddenly began to
munke heavy purchases, not “becwuse they col-
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lected stamps, but because it appeared to them
that there was a golden opportunity to make
money by simply holding for a time, Those
speculators did not care how many copies they
bought of the same variety and this wmodws
operandi naturally at once created an unusual
demand, which caused specially sought after
stamps to soun jump to many times their real
value. This state of things continued to exist
for ahout two years ; then the bubble bumst, and
prices came down even more quickly than they
had gone up. As thereare more collectors now
than there ever were before, it is clear there

must be a correspondingly greater demand for

stamps, and the natural result would be an
increase in their price. The action of specu-
Iators, had, however, caused a fictitious value to
be assigned to all those stamps in which they
dealt, (and their dealings were large), conse-
quently a heavy corresponding fall has taken
place in a wide field of operations, and the
legitimate influence of supply and demand has
heen apparently overborne. To gain a sound
knowledge of what the true course of prices has
been, it would be necessary to eliminate from our
consideration all those dependent on the action of
such speculators.  But men, not unnaturally,
follow the exactly opposite course, and fix their
whole attention on the illegitimate rise and
erqually illegitimate fall, consequent on their
oparations.

The effect of Trade Catalogues shall now he
briefly described.

It has always been a matter of astonishment
to me that collectors should put so much faith,
a8 they do, in priced lists published by people
who make a livelihood out of trading in stamps.
Such lists are handy things if used with judg-
ment and discrimination hut are very sorry
props otherwise, for it stands to reason that it
is only very seldom one gets disinterested
information from an interested source. A
Philatelist worthy the name will have sofficient
courage and self-reliance to form his own
opinion ax to values, when once exporience has
given him a reasonable knowledge.

I cannot bhut fear T may be tiring my readers,
hut 1 should like to say a few words concerning

a great deal of silly nonsense that has lately
appeared in our “yell(m press about a certain
nefarious transaction in unused Colonials which
it is alleged has taken place.

T'he credulous always fall easy victims to the
unscrupulous, and the **Gutter Rag ™ proprie-
tors must smile  with unholy glee when
subscriptions roll in from lovers of the sensa-
tional, who certainly after all, in return for
their cash, get a good exa.mplu of how to say
nothing and yet to till up many pages in saying it.
Some little time back we read nd wenseam
about a deal in Nova Scotia remainders, and
going back still further, we remember sowme

curious” tales"of_ how! a lcertain’ i of " dealers
had purchased a quant.nty of early Colonial
ssues from a nobleman ; hut surely these old
chestnuts long ago earned unbroken reposo
beneath the mould heaped upon them. -

What then isthe position of Philately to-day ?
Socially it stands far higher than before ; and
that is evidenced by the far greater number of

adult philatelists. The same cause has created
a far wider, and therefore a far sounder market
for stamps than has hitherto existed. Take
these two facts together and 1 feel that it is not
impossible to prophesy a time when every house
will have its Stamp Album, placed in an
honourable position, and if there be any who
still disdain suck an ornamental and valuable
pussession, they will be accounted as ¢ cranks ”
whowm all may smile at, none respect.

—tt—

Sale of Obsolete Chili Unpaids-

Mr. William Brown forwards us a letter
which he has received from a correspondent in
Chili cuntaining the following news, which
shows that Chili is now alive to the possibility
of *“raising the wind ™ on stamps,

*“(n the 25id. of September a sale of
stamps, withdrawn from use, took place at
Santiago, at the oftice of the Director of the

Treasary. The stamps which were sold hy
auction are as under ;—
830,000 unpaid detter, pink 1 cent fetehed dols. 1,500
210,000 " " " 2 . " =00
000, " w 4w w 1.50u
L AOON0 . w 3o, ., 1,605
180,000 " " “w N . . 3.240
redl on
Lt " . yellow 1 o )
w ., . w 2.
6.1V . . . 6 o L fetched
2.000 ’ o . L] . -dol-, 2,300
6079 L L L 5
y443 " Lo,
490,000 telegraph, one dollar . 2,320
139,000 v tive " » 1.0
), 006 . ten " Ve 1,000
B AN " ten cents " 205

duls. 16,175

4. 071,006 stamps.

The 5,000,000 stamps realized the sum of
16,175 dollars, equivalent (at exchange 15d.) to
£1,010 18s. 9d.”

We may be thankful that these unpaid letter
stamps were disposed of, instead of being sur-
charged for postal use, as would have heen the
case in some countries. The Chilian adminis-
tiation have decided to abolish unpaid letter
stamps entirely, hence this sale which contsins
the stamps that were last current. In future,
postage due will be indicated hy means of
a hand-stamp stuck on the letters, as in
England.
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The Stamps of Baden.

—_—

Austria and Prussia concluded a postal con-
vention on the 6th of April, 1860, and
on the 27th of June, Baden as third state aftor
Bavaria and Saxony, joined. The official in-
structed to make the necessary enquiries and
prepare a list of recommendations was, in
September, able to lay before the authcrities
the following ohservations :—

1. That coloured paper should be adopted
(same as Bavaria, Prussia and Saxony).

2. That the size and manner of printing of
the Bavarian stamps should be followed.

3. That the figures of value should he
printed large in the centre, in black.

He also recommended that the papzr be h-
tained from Buhl Gebriider of Esslingen, and
the plates from Neumann of Frankfort on the
Main, but that the printing should be dene by
Hasper of Carlsruhe.

On the 17th of October, 1850, the authorities
ordered the preparation of stamps of 1, 3, 6 and
9 kreuzers.

The design consists of a large figure of value
with full stop, on variously ornamented back-
ground in a double circle ; at the top *‘ Baden ”
in German capitals in a rectangular lahel ; at
the bottom the word ‘‘ Frcimarke,” large F, the
reat small. On the left and right in similar
labels *‘ Deutsch : Oestr: Postverein” and
“ Vertrag v. 6 April 18560 ” in Diamond type.
The four corners were filled in with roscttes,
the inner cornera with ornaments.  These
private marks exist on all values. They were
printed as follows :

1 kr. in sheets of 40 stamps in b rows of 0,
3, 6 and 9 krs, in sheets of 90 stamps m
10 rows of 9.

1 kr. was charged for single rats on all
printed matter, circulam, newspapers, {e.

3 kr. for the single rate of letters to hw
delivered within 10 iiles from the recviving
office.

6 kr. for the single rate of letters from 10 to
20 miles.

9 kr. for the single rate of letters heyond 20
nuiles.

The single weight was 1 loth.

All letters had to be prepaid, and stamps had
to be aflixed at the upper left-hand edge of the
address side.

This issue was put into circulaticn on 1st
May, 18561.

It was soon seen, however, that a fresh
supply was needed, and Hasper was instructed
to prepare fresh plates, 50 dies per sheet for
the 1 kr., and 100 for the §, 6 apd 9 krs,

ISSUE. L

1st May, 1831, f
1kr. black on buff.
lkr, ' light brown.*
8kr. " orange-yellow,*
3kr. . vellow.
Gkr- " bluish-green.*
6kr, N yellow-green.
9kr. . violet rose.*
Okr, . lilac-rose.
* Neprintz,  The figures are from Dr. Rommel’s bonk.
Sold to
Printed. Destroyed. dealer-.
1kr. 786,780 about 240.000 44386
3kr. 6,157,760 9180 2279
Gkr. 2,558,810 M0 1684
Okr. ,276,040 9261 2976

Ths 9 kr. is said to exist in bluish-green, (at
least 3 uszd ewpies are known), also a 6 kr. in
yelow.  Chamistry can do a lot, and wheother
these stamps arve changlings T leave to more
compotent judges.  Dr. Lindsnbory is strongly
inclinud to think that thoy are errors, and that
a few shects may have been printad aceidontally
in the wrong colours,  Strang.st of all is that
theso crrars were only discevercd about 40
years aftar their issue,

ISSUE, IL
January, 1854.

Same as hefore hut printed on diffarcnt]y
colourcd pmper in sheets of 100 stamps in 10
rows of 10,

1kr. black on white.*

3kr, " dark green.*
Okr. " otange-vellow.*
*  Reprinted.
Printed, Destroyed. Sald to Deale re
5,123,100 ( 2461
12.370,500 - vout 1622
5,605,200 { ' 2763

A further supply of 3 kreuzer stamps was needed
and thuse were printed on steel blue paper,
oth. rwisc identically the same,  Dee, 1858
3 kr. Wlack on dmk steel-llue.,
4,132 4C0. te¢ above. 1809,

The paper in this issue varies very mitch in
toxture ;: it is thick to medinum thick, somstimes
hard and sometimes soft and porous ; the dies
were very badly used, and blurred impressions
are oft.n found, in fact the itzm of £00,000
stamps destroyed points to the bad execution of
the stamps.

I have given here a list of the rsprinted
wtamps 3 the 9 ke is not yet quits d.cided.
With these reprints one curious thing is con-
nected, namely, that Senf Broth:rs, when they
bought the remmimders in 1878, found that
all the stamips of 1851, 53 and 57 were re-
priuts, Upon enquiring, the authorities in-
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formed them that they had no knowledge what-
ever of any reprints having been made, and
that sinall parcels of these stamps had been
sold from time to time.  The reprint took place
in 1866 or 1867.

ISSUE. IIL
1st July, 1860—1862.

A new design containing the coat of arms
was chosen for this issue ; the dies were engraved
by Kurz. The arms are on a groundwork of
horizontal lines in a square frame of 156 mm.

In the upper label is the word BADEN ; in the

lower label the value in figures and the word
KREUZER ; in the right label is the word
*“POSTVEREIN,” and in the left *FREI-
MARKE,” all in white letters on solid ground.
The four corners are filled in with rosettes.
Perf. 133.

They were printed by Hasper in sheets of 100
stamps in 10 rows of 10, in colours, on white
wove paper.  The gumm was in the first print-
ing yellowish, afterwards white,

1 July, 1860 1 kreuzer black

3 ,» pale Prussian-blue
1 Jan. 1861 6 .. orange-red
June, 1861 3 ,» ultramarine
Sept., 1861 9 ., carmine
March, 1862 6 » yellow-orange
No reprints exist.

According to Dr. Rommel the following quan-
tities were printed, destroyed, and sold to

denlers :

1 kr. 4,399,200 1474
{Including the next two I kr,)

3 kr. 6,083,500 1622 2061

6 kr. 2,424,200 90,905 2053

9 kr. Y78 400 16,114 2955

All the stamps were printed on handpresses,
these giving a much clearer impression,

The paper employed for some of the printings
was 80 thin sometimes, that the gum often pene-
trated through it, thus giving the stamps a
gTeAsy ADpPeRrance,

The supply of 1, 6 and 9 kreuzer stamps
being nearly exhausted, a fresh printing of these
values was ordered, ‘The perforating machine,
however, was worn ont, and the new punches
only gauged 1) instead of 133, June, 1862

1 kreuzer black

6 . Prussian-blue
9 .. deep brown, dull brown
"Sold to
Printed. Destrosed, Dealerg
1kr. 2,675,400 (included above)
6 kr. 1,007,300 2060 12
9 ke, 1,389,700 72,230 (badly printed) 2055

No reprints exist. All printed on hand presses.

( 10 be concluded next month)
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MEETINGS,

Programmes for the season have been sent to
all members. Those willing to assist in filling

vacant dates, are requested to communicate with
the Hon. Sec.

January, 1900, Report.

MEMBERSHIP.

Candidates for admission must be over 18 years
of age, and supply at least two satisfactory refer-
ences, They will then be proposed for election,
and if no objection be lodged within fourteen days,
be duly elected. The Entrance Fee, @B/@ and
Subscription B/« should accompany the application,
and will be refunded in the event of the non election
of the applicant. (The committee are empowered
to elect Life Members not exeeeding ten in number,
at a fee of two guineas.)

The following is now proposed in accordance with
the above,

S. M. Hamilton, Firfield, Plumstead, Cape Colony.

Proposed by Gertrude Killick, seconded by T, 11,
Hiaton.

RESIGNATIONS.

The following resignations geceived during the
past year are notified with regret.
No. 261. W. H. Hodgson, Dulwich.
65. W. Matthews, Finsbury Park,
85. G. B. Pinyon, Staplchurst.
8, W.J. Wildsmith, Brondesbury, N.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Subscriptions for 1900 are now due and should be
forwarded to the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer as
early as possible. There are still a few subscrip-
tions outstanding, and members who have received
notices are again requested to reply, as a list of
those dropped for non-payment will be published in
next repmt.

NOTICES.

—0:——

The Second Meeting of the Season was held at
Essex Hall on December 20, Dr. Marx having un-
fortunately been taken suddenly ill was unable to be
present to give his display as announced, and after
routine business had been dispused of, the meeting
adjourned. The next meeting takes place on
Wednesday Januvary 31, when Mr. Fulcher will
conclude his display and notes on Japan, and ali
members are cordially invited to attend and bring
their friends, The attention of memlers is drawn
to the * Philatelists’ War Relief Fund’ in which
our President is actively engaped as one of the Hon.
Secs. Members are cordially invitel to give him
their support by sending their contributions of
stamps etc. as early as possible (Lefore the 25th
inst.)addressed to him c/o Philatelic So:iety,
Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand.

THOS, H. HINTON,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer,
Int. Phil. Union.
5, Paultons Square,
Chelsea, S.W.
Jon. 6, 1900,

REPORTS OF OTHER SOCIETIES.

0—

Suerriern PHitateLic Soctery.—A meeting of
the above Society was held on Wednesday evening
December 6, at their rooms in Sissons Buildings,
74, High Street. The President (Mr. Hunt} occupied
the chair.

Mr. R. Sneath, read a most interesting paper on
the stamps of British East Africa and Uganda. In
the course of his essay, be deseribed how the
territory was first administered under the Charter
of the British East Africa Company—the ordinary
English postage stamps being surcharged with the
name of the Company for use in that District. Now
that the territory is under the direct control of the
British Government, proper postage stamps are
issued, bearing the inscription **British East Africa.”

The Essayist gave an interesting account of how
the postal service in Ugnnda was first initiated by
the Missionaries, the stamps being printed by means
of a typewriter, and the value, being expressad in
cowries, (100 cowries equal 1 rupee or nbout 14
pence.} This value was paid to the nalive runners
who carried the letters through the bush to British
East Africa, the usual method being to place letters
in a cleft stick. The number of sueh stamps being
only small, they are very rare, in fuct it is doubtiu
whether anybody possesses o full set of them.

Mr. Sneath illustrated his paper by means of his
collection, which was practically complete, and at
the end was accorded a hearty vote of thanks,

A NEW QSEEBECK.
—— () —

The ** American Journal of Philately * con-
tains the full text of an agreement, entered
into between the Government of Nicaragua and
Dr. Maximo Asenjo, who ix a doctor of
medicine and a citizen of Nicaragua, residing in
Salvador.  These two parties have concocted a
nice little scheme between them ; there is
a third party however, the stamp eollector,
who is not so much as mentioned in all the nine
articles of the contract, but who is expectad to
pay for the whole thing. He is a fool if he
does, but he will nat fail,

The arrangement hetween the doctor and the
Government is a variation of that inventzd by
the Inte Mr. Secheck.  Asznjo agrees to furnish
Nicaragua for ten years, with a yearly new

issue  of stamps and  stationery  up to the
quantity of 3,400,000 per annum. Of these
2 683,000 will be postage stamps  including

Ofticials, 317,000  telegraph stamps, 113,000
posteards, 281,000 stamped envelopes, and
5000 wrappars.  Aseujo will receive no pay-
ment for this, and yet he does not do it for
nothing. At the beginning of each year the
Government will hand over to Dr. Asenjo
50,000 sets of the stamps which remain from
the preceding yenr, comprising all values and
cancelled in advance with the stamp of the
General Post Oftice, in order that they may not
be used for postage ;" (we quote from article 9.)
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But as our medical friend does not supply, in
the first instance, as many as 50,000 sets,
(several values falling short of that number by
40,000, vide article 2), it is evident that the
convention has been doctored. The contract
also provides for the supply each year of 10,000
stamps, to be issued ** to commemorate certain
historical events in the history of the Republic ;
these stamps are to be placed in circulation
only one day of the year, and after that they
are to be cancelled ;" the remainder, if any,
will go to the contructor, (calculated as hefore,
there should be 50,000 of these remainders).

Another article, (No. 6) arranges that the
plates for printing the stamps, shall ‘“be de-
posited in the General Treasury of the Republic,
in order that they miay be used by the contrac-
tor if the issue should prove to be insuflicient,
in the judgment of the Government for the
requirements of the service during the year,
or” (there is much to be learnt from this con-
junction) “to be destroyed at the end of said
year in the presence of the Director-General of
Posts, etc.” Why the word “*or” should be
used instead of *“and,” is probably best known
to the absent-minded beggars who drew up the
agreement.

The essential difference between this con-
tract and that of Seebeck is that in this case
there will be no unused remainders, as all
of them will be handed over to Asenje,
dyly cancelled, but from the loose way in which
the contract is worded, there is no assurance
that the unused stamps will ever be worth
their face value when once the issues become
obsolete.

0

Mbo twas Eabourdonnais ?

It may puzzle some to account for the por-
trait of Labourdonnais on  the stamps of
Mauritius. This Frenchman earned fame in
the first part of the eighteenth century as a
naval commander, and he probably did mgre
damage to English shipping and commerce in
Asiatic waters than any other man.  He bom-
barded and forced the capitulation of one of
the Indian ports held by the forces of the old
East India Company, and in other ways
distinguished himself. But this is not the
reason why he is remembered with such com-
memorative joy in a British Colony, the fact
being that Pierre de la Bourdonnais, fo give
him his proper title, became Governor of
Mauritius while it was under French rule, and
during his term of office he introduced the
sugar cane into the island, thus assuring pros-
perity to the inhabitants for all time. The
stamp is intended ‘o celebrate the second
centenary of the birth of the worthy
Frenchman.

29 fetn Stamps for Turkep.

We are indebted to Mr, Vahan M. Essayan,
of Constantinople, for the following :—

* The Turkish Government is contemplating
a new issue for March, when the Ottoman
tinarcial year begins, The issue will bhe an
exceptionally large one, no less than 29 new
stamps seeing the light. There will be two
series, one for Internal use and the other for
Intermational purposes ; the values to be of 10
and 20 paras, 1, 2, 5, 10, 25 and 560 piastres,
the colours of the values up to b piastres being_
in the same colours as the present issue, only in
a darker shade. For the thice high values, 10,
25 and 50 piastres (of which two are guite new
viz :—the 10 and 50 piastres, which values
have never been issued since the first Turkish
stamps  appeared in  1863), the colours
have not been decided upon. The colours of
both internal and intermational series will be
the same, but there will be a difference in
the design, which is somewhat similar to the
fisst ixsue of Turkey the Imperial Toughra
being the principal ornament, in & circle, with
ornamental Turkish inscriptions in the four
cormers. The design is artistic and far superior
to that of the current issue.

The five values, 10 and 20 paras, 1, 2 and &
piastres in both series will he surcharged
Mathos, in Turkish, as stamps for printed
matter, and we shall have three Unpaid stamps,
20 paras, 1 and 2 piastres, ”

It would take too long to enumerate the
postal  stationery, of which there will be a
goodly packet ; and our correspondent winds up
—¢¢ Although announced for March, I do not
think the stamps will appear before April or
May.” It is evident from the last remark that
Mi. Essayan knows his Constantinople and his
Turkish ofticinls well.  We can supplement
the ahove remarks,  In the International set
100 piastres = 1 livre, and in the inetrnal 19
piastres will = 1 medjidie.  The Turkish war
minister is the prime mover in the appearance
of the sets, a fact which is home out by the
aggressive number of the stamps.  The Turkish
yeat which begins in March is dated 1317 in
the Turkish calendar,

Tag INpDEX 710 Vor. IX.

is in course of compilation and will be ready in a
few days Owing to its comprehensiveness and
the cost of production, we shall be compelled to
make a small charge to subscribers. A copy will
be sent to all applicants who remit Three penny
stamps to the publishers :—

Kkirkpatcick and Pemberton,
202, High Holborn, W.C.
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@be Uew Froprieforsbip.

When a journal changes hands there arises a
very critical period in the life of that journal,
and its readers, or very many of them, wmre
naturally anxious to see what the new proprie-
tors will do with it. Wae, therefore, crave the
indulgence of our readers while we briefly state
our intentions with regard to the future condncet.
of this paper.

In the first place it will no doubt be a shock
to old subscribers to see the changes we have
inaugurated with the present number, It we
feel nure that the alteration in the paper on
which it is printed and the inclusion of illustra-
tions will at any rate please the majority.

%%

We are not so certain of the reception that
will be accorded to the reading matter; it is
indeed with some trepidation that we publish a
number containing articles which do not deal
directly with the most serious philatelic
subjects. How diflicult it is to dip deeply
into the history of the stamps of any one
country and please a fair proportion of readers
at the same time, only those who have tried it
can tell.  With the advance of specialinm, the
difticulty becomes more pronounced day by day.
In the early days of Philately, indeed until within
the last few years, well written articles on - the
issues of any country were read and enjoyed
by all collectors. DBut now, when one man
takes only Japanese, another is only interested
in Shanghai, while a third will not look at any
but the stamps of Fiji, a comprehensive article
on the postal history of, say, the Portuguese
Indies, has small chance of being read and
appreciated as it may deserve. This may ex-
plain why so many stamp papers of the present
day contain so little about stamps and so
much about stammp dealers, fakers and prices,

e 2

However, we are well aware that there are
still & number of serious general collectors who
are omniverous and appreciative readers as long
as the matter is good, and these we hope to
please by regularly publishing new and original
articles from the pens of well-known philatelic
writers. At the same time, the other class,
whom we have hinted at, must clum our
attention. The majority of collectors, we are
afraid, like to take their philately in small,
easily digestible doses.  We do not wish to
insult anyhbody’s intelligence by the foregoing
remark, but we are tempted to belive, judging
from the circulations attained by many journals,
both KEnglish and  foreign, which are filled
almost  exclusively  with  literature of the
“yerappy " sort, that many of our readers
would appreciate occasional articles of a lighter
and less studious nature than have appeared in
theke pages for the past few yemrs,  We cean-
not afford to he idealists, and  while we
endeavour to line up to the honourable name
and traditions which Messrs,  Brown  and
skipton amd a succession of talented  editors
have made for the PiinaTeELie Jovnyan or
GreaT Britaiy,” we shall keep vur eye on
what we believe to be the wajority of stamp
collectors—for the sake of our subseription list,

% % %

We are painfally aware that this, our first
munher, falls far short of the goal of our
ambitions, but we are happy in the helief that
ours will he the comverse of the carcer, and
subsequent fate of thoxe faniliar new periodicils
which infuse so much fire and energy into their
first numbers that they become the early
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victims  of  spontaneous combustion hefore
completing a volume.  We hope, therefore,
that what shortcomings there are in  this
number will be put down to our modesty in
beginning, and that the indulgent reader will

have faith in our efforts to do better next time.

% % %
Very much assistance can be given to us by
readers  abroad, and also at home, who,

possessing  information on Philatelic subjects,
which might be of interest, are willing to
impart it.  Early information of new issues, or
of impending new issues, is particularly wanted
and will be greatly appreciated both by us and
by other readers.  In every cwe we shall, if
requested, acknowlalge the sourcs from which
we get the news,  We also invite correspon-
dents abrowl to furnish us with particularns of
sy discoveries or items of local stamp gossip,
where such are of sufficient interest.  Ifall who
are in a position to help us in this way, would
do so, we should soon he able to bring out the
nwost “up to date 7 stamp journal any one
could wish for,

FAotes.

PR

When the supply of U.S. stanmps overprinted
“ Porto Rico ™ for use in that island is ex-
hausted, the odinary unsurcharged stamps of
the United States will do duty, o we are told,
If this prove true, it will be a remarkable ex-
hibition of clemency on the part of an adminis-
tration which provides Guan with a set of
cleven values, up to and including 1 dollar,
and a Special Delivery stamp thiown in,

- - L *

A new Kind of perforating machine s now
being used on the Revenue stamps of the United
States, the cffect heing mory like the ordinary
machine perforation than a roulette.  Portions
of the paper are cut away entirely, and the
holes o miule are rectangular,  One veport has
it that if the experiment he suceessful the
new nachine will be used on the ordinary
postage stamps of the U8, Another Minerican
possibility is a special Ohio issue 10 eommento-
riatton of the centenary of that State!l  Says
the Erergreen State Philatetist o 1 licking
two square inches of low-grade wneilage is the
only way of paying honmge to Ohia’s century
of growth and progress, the writer begs to be
excused.”

- . * -

Patriotism is a laudable quality in anyone,
and when it prompts 4 man to sell his husiness
and go off as a volunteer to help his kinsmen
“hammer Paul,” his sacritice is deserving of

the highest praise. It is a pity therefore tu
learn that My, R. C. Bach, late editor of the
Muntreul Philatelist was not actuated by such
high motives when he joined the Canadian
volunteers for the front, We fear that the
finding of a rubber printing stamp, (parent of
a quantity of Great Barrier Island Pigeon Post
stamps), in Mr. Bach's office, must be regarded
as the unfortunate reason for his sudden desire
to get to the seat of war, where he will find
more comfurtable quarters than Montreal would
have been likely to afford him for some time to
come.  Mr. Wurtele, for whon we have the
highest respect, is now editing the Montreal
Philutelist.

Y * . * .
Expectancy has been disappointed in th
nop-appenrance of the 10c. Belgium in red.
It has been expected for some time, hut it is
now reported that it will never appear, so it
may be presumed that the 1 fr. will not have to
be changed to green either.  We are, however,
to be consvled with a complete new design.
The stamps will once more bear an eftigy of the
king, from a painting by M. Omer Dierickx, of
the Louvain Academy. The issue will take
place us soon as the design has the approval of
the king, to whom it has already been sub-
mitted, and the Sunday label fad will at the

same time die out,
L I ] * -

Those people who went to the various British
post ottices on the tirst day of this year came
out without the red penny stamp which was a0
confidently predicted for the st of January,
Our own enyuiries at the various post oftices
were met by the clerks with supercilious sur-
prise that the ordinary publie should duare to
cherish anticipations of which ne information
had as yet been vouchsafed officially.  But it
may be that by the time this paragraph is in
print the green 4d., the red ld, and the
blue 24d. will have appeusred, though nothing
is yet known for certain,

. . L] .

The Stiweps Collectnr reproduces a cutting
from the Heny RKowy Diily ress giving the
reason for the issue of stamps in Formosa.
This  relstes how  Lin [who's he?—En.]
wishing to have a check upon correspondence
going out of the Island, as he suspected some-
body of sending information through the post
office, caused these stamps to be issued, and
decrewl that no correspondence should hence-
forth leave the island unless they bore these
statmps, and that all letters for the main land
should also pass through the customs.  The
first issue was of about 8000 wets of 3 cents
green, & cents red, and 10 cents violet ; and
the ofticial records  show that 9,306 letters
passed through the post, and on most of them
the 3 cents were used. This was only & pro-
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visional issue ; and one which was intended to
be permanent was subsequently brought into
use. It consisted of the same three values hut
in different colowrs and new design. 18,000
sets were printed, and 8000 odd stamps were
used, and then the Japanese came and sat on
the whole thing. But Liu, aforementioned, or
one of his minions, escaped to the main land
with the plates. The narrative goes on to
explain that it seems difficult to suggest how it
will bs possible to distinguish botween the
originals and the reprints that will almost in-
evitably come. Wesympathis: with the writar
in his difficulty, and cordially endorse his sug-
gestion that collectors should not buy these
stamps unliss they are sold with a full official
pedigree ; in fact, we go further and advise col-

lectors not to buy them at all !
L L] * -

In order to advertise the coming Philatelic
Exhibition in Paris, and at the same time to
commemorate the 50th. Anniversary of the in-
troduction of postage stamps in France, La
Société Francaise de Timbrologie has decided to
issue tive different labels in the form of stamps
which will represent pictorially the postal
history of France. We imagine these labels
will be similar to those used to advertise the
London and the Manchester exhibitions and,
it 18 needless to say, will be of no philatelic
interest.

* L L *

Mr. Nankivell's Transvaal Collector’'s Q-
terly is very slowly, but certainly, becoming
an annual.  This is no fault of Mr. Nankivell,
rather should the blame be credited to Mr.
Kruger. The war has so upset the bulk of the
uarterly's readers who are Boers pure and
simple, or at any rate live in the Transvaal,
that they do not at present tuke much interest
in stamp collecting.  KEven if they did so the
Journal could not porsibly be delivered to them.
We shall be glad when the call comen for
another number, for the double 1reason that it
will be coincident with the end of the war, and
that we appreciate Mr. Nankivell's efforts to
encourage the study of these interesting stamps.

» » L] -

It may not be generally known that since 1894,
the 1, 2, 3 and 4 centimes unpaid letter stamps
of France have not been used at all ; they were
suppressed in that year. Le Sealdis Philute-
ligue says that the reason for this is to he
found in the scarcity of coins of less value than
b centimes ; and the practice of late, when the
postage has been less than that sum  has
been to use stamps of b centimes for which the
recipient paid, the postman giving change in
ordinary unused postage stamps of less value.
Fortunately it is comparatively seldom that the
postage due is such a small sum. The only
instance in which a 1 centime unpaid letter

stamp would be wanted, would be in the cuse
of a newspaper weighing less that 50 grammes
(the postage on which is 1 centime), being re-
addressed and sent on, in which i case the
recipient does not pay double the insufficient
pustage, but one centime only. We are. now
promisad a new 2 centime stamp for the unpaid
series, so evidently the terrors of the coinage
are to be braved again.
L] * L] L 4

New stamps for French Congo are promised.
The design will be of the same class as on the
stamps of the Belgian Congo. It will represent
a fair native of the Congo, with a lance in her
hand striking an attitude bsneath palms and
other tropical plants; a few elephants and
mosquitos will he thrown in at the bottom of
the design, to fill up. We take it, frem infor-
mation received, that the whole set will be of
the same type.

Under this heading e chronicle only  those
stamps achich to the best of our belief have
cetually appecred.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

British South Africa Co. Messrs. Waterlow
& Sons, have supplied this Co. with new post-
cards, single and reply, the design of the stamp
being of the current type.

Posteard, 14, rose.

Il on 14,
British Honduras. The Aletropolitan FPhil-
atelist chronicles the following in extension of the
current set, ‘The design is the same.

Adhesives.  50¢ green and red.

1 dollar green and red.

2 2 w Dlue.
5 . w s black.
Ceylon. The AMetropolitan Philatelist chro-
nicles:

Adhesive, 15¢ts. bluae.

Cook Islands. Mr. W. 1I. Peckitt has sent
us a new }d. stamp of these Islands, It is of
the oblong type of the current 2d, 6d, and 1/-.
depicting a bird in flight, and a sea-scape. The
colour is dull blue. .

Adhesive. #1.dull blue p.11. wmk. N.7Z. an star.

Fiji. The d. has appeared in a much deeper
shade and a new perforation. The paper of the
specimens we have seen is unusually thick.

Adhesive. {d. greenish-bLlack, perf. 11 by 13.
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India. Sirmeer. We
have been informed that a
4 as. stamp has been
issued for this State We
append illusteation.

Liabuan. The perma-
nent (let us hape) stamp of
4c. for this Colony is now
on the market,and might
even be on sale in the post
offices by this time. It
depicts a monkey, and is
printed in brown an? black.

Artliesive, e, yellow-brown and blick,

New South Wales. The /.7 wmentions
the current 3. with a distinct double surcharge
i, on 1M1, red-Lrown, double surcharpe.

North Borneo. A stamp similar to the new
one for Labuan has arrived.

{e. green and black

Queensland. The
latest type of id. adhesive,
chronicled last month, now
appears impressed on  the

wrappers.  Weillustrate this
stamp.
" Wmapper. M. green.

Sarawak. Another
surcharge, this time a 4c. on
8c. blue of 1875 has ap-
peared ; so says [e Timbre [l'oste. The four and
1o cents of the type of 1888 have arrived in
England, in new colours.

Adhesives,

de. in red on Xe., blue on blue.
fc. carmine-red,
T, blne,

South Australia. The Postal Union coloured
24d. has arrived. We have also the ordinary 4d, wrap-
per with “Sourn ™ aldded abuve, and ** AUs-
TRALIA® below the stamp, an alicration which
was certainly needed.

:hlll, deep blue, . 13
Jlo violet ou fine batf Maailla paper,

Adhesive,
Wripper.

OTHER COUNTRIES.

Bavaria. [le 7imbre Poste mentions that the
3pf. single and reply cards Lear the date '99.

Postrards. 3pf. brown, dated "93.
Reply 3 x 3pf. . woow

We illustrate the type of the new
issue.

Bolivia.

Columbia. Here is the 10c. Columbi?®
(already chronicled).

l

France. Dahomey has issued a solitary
stamp of the uniform Colonial type, inscribed
* Dahomey et Dependences.” No doubt the
rest of the set will follow, Messrs. Whitfield King

kindly sent us a copy.
Adhesive, 23c. Llick amd carmine ou pink.

Port Said. A complete set of the current
French stamps from 1lc. to 5frs. have heen
surcharged ** Port Said,” for use in the French Post
offices here.  Messrs, Whitfield King show us
the four lowest values. Nobody seems to have
seen the complete set over here, but the Jonthly

Sournal chronicles the 10 and 25¢. and also the

25c. surchargedd * VINGT CINQ"” in red as
well as 25 in hgures, and again the same stam
surcharied in words only.  The following are aﬁ
we can chroaicle at present.

Adhesives, l¢. black on grey-blue,  Surcharge in red

2e. red.brown on straw . 90 blue
3¢, grey on greyish ” .

de. claret on grey-blue ” w s
10v. Llack on lilae v » Teil
2w, Mack on rose " [T

25 on 10e. Lliek on lilae 3 in figures aml wonis,
Dyon Ife, " o lnwords only.

Alexamdria  These stamps  were mentioned
but not described last month, They are the current
French stamps surcharged ** ALEXANDRIE"
So far the values 1, 2,3, and 4c. appear to have
escaped this treatment,

Adliesives, He. yellow-green ; surchurge in red.

10c. blk. on lilac " " o
15e. blue o )
20c. red on green " » black
25¢. hlack on rose " e TRV,
30c¢. brown " 1 black
40c, red " "o
gl)c. carnine ” “w e
fr. olive preen " w n
fr, Hme " "o o»
Mayotte.
Adhesive, 3¢, yellow-green
Neunion,

Adlesive,

Germany. The new issue appeared on the
1st of January, There are thirteen different values
in theset, including stamps of 2, 8 and 5 marks,
values quite new in the pustal history of the German

5. yeliow.green.

Fmpire. The colours and denominations are as
follows :—
Adhesives, 3 plennig, Iwown
3 " green
1] " red
20 ” blue
25 . Dlack and orange on yellow
30 " " v bt
10 . e carmine on white
w \ ' violet on butt
K ., W carmine on reddish
1 mark carmine
2 . bl
3 .. vinlet
5 . canuine and black

We hope to illustrate these stamps next month,
and so hold over the deseription till then,

Muorucco.  Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. send
us six stamps for use in German post offices in
Moroeco. They are the German stamps of the type
just obsolete—surcharged with the name * Morocco™
and new values in centimos, printed diagonally
and reading upwards, Values as follow :—

Adhesives, 3 centimos on 3 pf. brown
D 5

a ’ 9, ErEch

10 . 10 ,, red

5 . 200, Mue

K] " 2, orangesvellow
W v % ,, brown-lake
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Hungary. Advices from Buda Pesth state
that the new stamps were expected for the Ist of
January.

Japan. ZLe T.P. says that a new Reply card
of the same type as the single one has now been
issued.

Reply card, 1§ by 1} sen blue on white.

Mexico. We illustrate the new Mexicans
chronicled last month.

Portugal. Another wave of Philatelic enterprise
is sweeping over the l'ortuguese Colonies. Messrs.
Whitfield King send us several surcharged values of
Macau and Timor. The old value in top right hand
corner is crossed out by three horizontal bars, and
new values printed in the top left corner.
“ PROVISORIO ™ is printed abave the name of
the Colony. The explanation will prohably be that
a change in the local postal rates neeessilates their
appearance, The surcharge is in black.

Macag.

Adhiesives, Havos an L3 asos, parple
10

w1 L dall blue
15 W M, Distre
20 W 3l ., Dhilae
Timor.

Adhesives, 10:av0< on 16 avos, dall hlae

20 . L3 lilac

Turkey. 7% 7.7. has scen the current
card of 20 x 20 paras printed in claret instead of in
rose.

Reply card, 20 x 20 claret on yrecnish.

United States, Guam. The Guams are
coming! We are promised an all too liberal issue
jnstecad of the 1. 2, and § cents values originally
announced. The fortunate inhabitants of the island
and the less fortunate collectors, will soon have the
choice of buying the following— surcharged
“GUAM " on U.S, stamps,

Adliesives. 1 cont green R cents violet-brown
2

2, rwl 10 ,, baown
3 ., violet 15 olive
4 ,, brown.red 50 ,, red-orange

blue 1 ilollar black

n
5 .,
. magenta.

]
Special Delivery. 10 cents orange
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DISCOVERJIES, ERRORS & VARIOUS NOTES

Great Britain. 7The new colours for stamps
of 3d., 1d., and 2id., to match the Postal Union
scale, did nof appear on the 1st Jan. The 23d.
** Army Official ” was withdrawn from use on the
1st November last, for the reason that since the
reduced rates to the Colonies there has been so
little use for that value.

Austria. New stamps of an improved pattern
arz in preparation for this country. They were to
have appeared on 1st Jan.

Belgium. We have a note elsewhere about
the expected changes in Lelgian stamps.

Brazil. The 700 reis Newspaper Stamp of
1889, says the /.5./., has bLeen found with the
surcharge reading 700—1898, 700 in error,

British East Africa. A correspondent of
the A/ /. rehabilitates the position of the 3 annas,
1891, surcharged § anna with the initials /1. B."” in
manuscript. This gentleman was British Vice-Consal
at Zanzibar in 1891, and he himself bought 12 copies,
all that remained at the Mombasa post offices on July
2, 1891.  Ali these copies were  put on an
envelope and addressed  to himsell, and  the
Monthly Journaldescribes them frum the stamps
themselves.  Surcharged diagonally *' ) auna ™ in
manuscript, with the “A 137 helow it

Cape of Good Hope. Withall reserve we
repeat what we hear from the daily press, o the
ciiect that the Cape of Good THope Stamps found
in the post uffices of colonial towns which were
occupied by the Boers, have been surcharged
¢S AR for postal use.  We will say no more
until we receive further information, but there
sczms, at least, a probability that there is some
truth in the statement.

Chili. A corresponilent in Chili, Mr. Forigque
Collyer, assures us he has the half of a 4c. Postage
Due stamp, used together with two eatire dc. stamps,
on a letter, making the full value 1c. The
postmark is dated 1899, All unpaid letter stamps
have now been withdrawn from usc,

Uppxeid.

Fiji. We have seen blocks of the current 1d.
and 2d., with wmk. “1892" reading vertically up-
wards in oae case and downwards in another.  Two
figures just All one stamp, and a vertical pair shows
the whole date. These were recently bought at the
Fiji post effice by a gentleman who had the privilege
of examining all the sheets in stock. No other
values showed the wmk.

France. The French will indulge in a new
design this year on the occasion of the Exhibilion

THf of de. used as 20, type of 1808,

If we are to believe current ramours there will only
be five stamips in the set, We are told the design
will represent the figure of the Republic holding a
tableton which is inscribed ** Droitsde I'homme.
The hgures of value will be printed on  shields
surrotnded by laurels and will comprise stamps of
10, 15, 20, 23, and 30 centimes, There is an air of
authority aboat this rumour, but then, France has
had collectors on the gui vive before, and so it is

possible that we may never see these stamps
after all.

Cluna. M. Forbin, writing to the Timbre Fustz,
says that he his the 50c. and 1fr. surcharged
* China ” in red instea'l of black.

Germany. KLwen's Weekly tells us that
* Centenary Cards ** were expected on January 1.
These would be the ordinary cards but with alaurel
wreath round the stamp.

Caroline Isles.  ‘These islands are having stamps
prepared for them in Beeling They will be the
ordinary German stamps surcharged with the

name diagonally in two lines.

Gold Coast. The Phitatelic Journal of [ndia
chronicles the appearance of an envelope with the
impression in the zurrent type, while the Australian
Philatelist describes one in the type of the recently
obsolete tssue.  We wait to hear which is correct
before chronicling it.

New Zealand. The following is a cutting
from the Wellington (N.Z.) Euvening DPest, of
Nov. 24, 1899

** Philatelists will Le interested to learn that the
New Zealand Postal Department has stopped the
1ssue of the two-coloured penny stamp containing in
its centre the miniature view of lLake Taupo.
Some time ago it was decided to make i change,
liecanse it was found to be an expensive print on
account of t'ie common use of the penny value, and
also because it conflicted somewhat with the new
fourpenny.  Pen ling a permanent change which is
to be made shortly, the old red stamyp is heing sold
at all Past Offices. The contemplated change in
the 4. 2d, and 1gd. stamps cannat be made for the
present owing to the noun-arrival of the inks from
America, bat it is expected to make the issue early
in the new year. The Government printer has
received a supply of water-marked paper. on which
will presently be printed all stamps of the lower
values.

*T'he Pustal Department is i:suing a new  post-
card which is a thing of beauty and should be a joy
to the user of this excecdingly handy means of
utilising the postal service. The first issue to the
public, which will be made in the course of a few
days, will comprise some ten p.etty little sketch
views of picturesque parts of the Colony ~onc on
cach card—and the cards will be printed inaneatral
green. A considerable concession has been made
Iiy increasing the size of the cards from 4gin by 3}in
(old issuc) to 54in by 3in.  ‘F'he views will prolably
be changed from time to time, and so serve as an
excellent medium for advertising the beauty spots of
the colony.

A surcharge scries is about to be issued by the
Postal Department, and will in future be attached
to all letters. cte., deficient in postage. ‘The body
of the stamp is printed in green, the value appearing
in the centee in red.  There will be eleven values—
from jd. up to 2/-."
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North Borneo. We have been shown a very
curious variety of the postcard 1lc. ochre of 1899,
which was printed on both sides.

Uganda. Werecently saw a specimen of the
25 cowries with enough of the neighbouring stamp
attached to show that it was a genuine Zete beche.

United States. What is supposed to be an
error in the colour of the current 2 cents envelopes,
with the stamp printed in brown instead of green,
is exercising the minds of American philatelists.
A correspondent of the Weekiy Philatelic Era says:
* The postal authorities have caused an investiga-
tion to be made in regard tv these envelopes, and
they find that throngh an error about 100 of them
were printed in this colonr.” Commenting on this,
the 4./ of /4, remarks: ‘* We cannot say that
this is incorrect, but we know that at least one copy
was promptly restored to the normal carmine shade
by the application of peroxide of hydrogen, thus
proving it to Le merely discoloured.”

In face of such conflicting evidence it iz impossible,
until we hear further, to say which is correct,

R

Past Gditors of the " P.J.6.8.”

(BY OxE oF TaHEM).

The Philatclic Jmirnal of Great Britain,
now entering upon its tenth year of publication,
has been most ¢ variously ™' edited. T refer,
if you please, to the personalities of the editor,
and not at all to their respective capabilities.

It was in  February, 1891, that the
P.J.G. B, fimt made its  appearance, My,
Brown, its publisher and proprietor, heing
even then very well known as a leading
provincial stamp-dealer. (My own recollection
of Mz, Brown, by the way, extends as far back
as 1886, when he was among the advertisers in
my very firt venture as a newspaper proprietor
—a little monthly sheet known as the Philatelic
Erchange List). February, 1891, does not
seem long ago, but when we begin to think of
the happenings of the intervening yvears, and
of the difference between Philately now and
Philately then, the interval begins to assume
the proportions of ‘‘an age.” In 1891, for
instance, there was no London Philatelist, and
Menstn, Stanley Gibbons'  Monthly  Joeraal
was  still in its early infancy. In 1891,
Messrs. Theodor Buhl and Co., had but just
purchased the old, old business of Messix.
Pemberton, Wilson and Co., and with it the
sole proprietorship of the Plilatelic Record.
And in 1891 died one of the most enthusinatic
and munificent of British philatelists—Mr. T.
K. Tapling, M.P.

Mr. Stacey Skipton, then living at Ealing,
edited the P.J.G.B. during its tirst year—or,

more correctly, during its first eleven months—
of life. My own connection with philatelic
journalism at that time was restricted to
vceasional contributions to the Stamp Colléctors’
Jowrnal and other publications ; for the
madness of my earlier days, the aforesaid
Philutelic Erchanye List was dropped after
8ix numbers had appeared. 1 suggested a
series of *¢ interviews ” with leading dealers to
Mur. Brown, and in August, 1891, the first of
them, being a chat with Mr. Charles J.
Phillips, of Stanley Gibbons, Limited, made
its appearance in the FP.J.G¢.B. The new
feature—for it. was new, then, to Brivish
philatelic journalisin-—caught on, and I inter-
viewed during the following two years such
well-known figures in the Philatelic world a:
Menurs, Giwelb, Ginn, Lincoln, Whitfield Kiny,
Buhl, Bright, W. T. Wilson, Cheveley, Vindin,
Bogert, the Mekeels, Stafford Smith, Alfred
Smith and Son, the late G. B. Cahnan, and
Williain Brown himself,

With the commencement of Vol. T1., tha* is
to say, in January 1892, T assumed the editor-
ship of the paper and initiated the supplement
called the Philutelic Review of Reviews, which
aroused considerable interest at the time; and
caused not a little vexation in certain yuarters.
*“ Pirate,” *‘robber,” *‘ plagiarist ”’ were some
of the elegant epithets hurled at the head of
the Editor, but in time the Philatelie Review
of Keviews (which aimed, of course, at being
merely an adaptation of Mr. W. T. Stead’s
well-known idea to the smaller world  of
Philately) came to he appreciated even by those
whose literary efforts it calmly appropriated ;
and in almost every philatelic jonmal in this
country and America, but especially in Ametica,
the P.J.6LB.’s iden has since been adopted in
one form or ancther.

It will be remembered that '92 was the year
of the Paris Philatelic Exhibition. T was
among those who *‘trekked” ‘o the gay City
for the stamp show at the Palais des Arts
Liberaux ; Mr. William Brown had s prominent
stall there and was accompanied hy Mr.
Skipton, new a  partner in the Salisbury
business. It was at Pavis that T first met Mr.
Harry Hilckes, with whom (two years later)
1 founded the Stamp Collecters’ Fortuwightly
and my only ather recollection worth mention-
ing in that I wrote about four pages in the
PJ.G. B, anent the Exhibition without
mentioning the exhibits | That portion of the
work was undertaken, and most ably carried
out, by Mr. Skipton

1 edited the I'"J.(:.B. down to August,
1893, the September insue of that year heing
edited and ** put to press’ by some person at
whose identity the stamp world for some
monthy vainly guessed.
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Eventually it transpired that the new Editor
was & Mr, John Scott Stokes, an able and
distinguished journalist, who, notably in the
* Review " portion of the paper, was materially
assisted by Mrs. Scott Stokes, a clever lady
journalist and talented linguist. A series of
translated articles on the difficult subject of
the stamps of Turkey will remain a monument
to the talent and industry of this, the only
lady I think who has ever regularly con-
tributed to the P.J.GZ.B.s pages. Mr.
Scott Stokes, on his side of the editurial desk,
will be remembared by many for the delight-
fully breezy articles he wrota uvaer the pseu-
donym *“Old File.” Like much that had
appasred bafore in the P.J.G.B. thase were
“not Philately,” but. their amiable cynicisms
and well-meant banter were keenly appeciated
by the readem of the paper.

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Stokes, remained **in
power " until the end of February, 1897.
Then beginning with the March issue of that
year, the Juurnal fell under the editorial sway
of Mr. G. B. Duerst, of Manchester, & good
philatelist, and a man skilled in foreign
tongues, I must be forgiven for saying that
I have liked the P.J.GLB. less under Mr.
Duerst, who knows all sbout Philately, than
under Mr. Stokes, who could scarcely have

d an “exam” in the rudiments of the
hobhy. But then I am one of those naturally
indolent people who would rather be amused
than instructed. Mr, Duerst has conducted
the paper most ably and loyally from the time
when he accepted the charge at short notice,
down to the present day, and it may be said
without fear of contradiction that never before
was the paper so philatelieally instructive as
during his term of office.

If, in this short sketch of the P.J.G.B.,
I have dwelt at undue length upon the period
of my own connection with the paper, my
excuse must be that I amn better posted on
myself than on other penple. 1 think the
period of the P.J.G_B.'s greatest prosperity
(though here again it may seem egotism to say
ko) was the year 1893. In that year, the
copies of the paper passing through mny hands
at the London office for sale over the counters
of various London shops averaged 1 think 250
copies a month—in one month of that year,
1 distinetly remember over 300 being sold.
For a threspenny philatelic journal this was
distinctly good !—how good only those who
have experienced the difficulties of philatelic
publishing can judge.

But I shall hope to see Messrs. Kirkpatrick
and Pemberton do still better, and 1 an sure
that if goodwill and sympathy count for any-
thing the P..J.G.B., under their proprictary
will eclipse its own best performances in the
past. PERCY C. BISHOP.

A Peep into the Future.

NoTes PROM A PHILATELIC JOURNAL
or 1910

A new isdue is contemplated for the Sahara
Desert, making, as our Timbuctoo correspun-
dent puints out, the tiftzenth set insued within
the last seven years. Two new values, viz, 25
and 60 frs. will ba added to the forthcoming
set. Unusual inconvenience has bsen caused
hitherto by ths inhabitants of this region having
to put so many low values un their letters, for
it is explained that water for moistening the
tongue aftorwards is very scarce in most parts
of the territury.

Messrs Johnson & Jones, we believe, will in
future only deal in the stamps of Japan and
Colonies, and by thus limiting the scope of
their business, they will no doubt reap the
henefit of giving all their attention to stamps
for which they have always had a reputation.
In ourissue of yesterday, we mentioned another
firm who now no longer deal in any but the
stamps of Canada and Newfoundland. It
would reem that our prediction, recently pro-
fessed, that soon very few deslers would be
able to deal in more than one country at a
time, is being partially fultilled already.

Messrs. Ganley Stibbons announce that the
next hook of their ¢ Eye Opener " series, will
he published on the 20th of January and early
applicants will have the best chance of getting
mint copies. It will be entitled * The
Mysterious Three-cornered  Cape”™ or ‘A
Woman's Revenge.” We have been favoured
with an advance copy of the work and we have
no hesitation in saying that it will greatly
please lovers of philatelic fiction.

We are now able to assert, without mention-
ing any names, that two leading stamp firms,
one in England and the other in America, are
about to amalgamate their interests. The two
head oftices will, in » few weeks, he connected
by a private pneumatic message tube, which
will he used for transmitting stamps that
may he urgently required at either oftice.
The thought of entrusting a circular British
Guiana or » Wei-hei-wei bc first issue, to the
tuba, for & journey of 3000 miles all alone, in
enough to make the careful philatelist shudder.
But perhaps in such cases the slower hut surer
agency of the postal service will be resorted to.

Lo BouRre.”
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Philately at home.

THE STAMPS OF JAPAN FROM 1876.
(From the ** London Philatelist,”)
By L. W. FULCHER.

(Continued from page 238, Vol. IX.)

“VIII. Perf. 134 was chronicled by Mr. E.
D. Bacon in the ** Philatelic Record,” Vol. X.
p- 209, and at the same time he mentions that
some values occur perf. 13. I have not been
able to find big blocks of stamps with this
gauge, but quite recently there has been a per-
foration in use which gauges 13 (it occurs for
exumple on the * War Stamps”) with a ten-
deney to 123 ; in fact, some of them gange 124
all round, and only in two cases (the 3 seun
lilac-rone and tho 20 sen orange-red) have 1
found 13} on quite recent stamps.  Again, the
carlier stamps occasionally gauge 14 on one or
more sides, though T have never found one 14
all round.  Stamps may also be found 13 x 13,
and 13} x 13. Hence I am inclined to think
that there are really two machines, one gauging
from 13 to 14, and the other from 12} to 134.
Since these perforations are so closely allied, 1
group them together, especially as all the stamps
found with 13} are found with 13, except in the
case of the 6 sen yellow-buff. This stamp 1
have not found 13. If it is not forthcoming,
it will be further evidence that the 134 machine
is different from the 13 machine, as this stamp
was only in use from February to the 10th of
March, 1888. The earlier stamps are also met
with having a blind perforation or torn with a
jagged edge, not measurable, which appears to

. - - -

IX. Perf. 11} to 12 is the current perfora-
tion. Stamps perf. 11§ x 12, 12 x 11}, can he
collected if desired.”

Mr. Fulcher concludes this useful and very

|
|

puinstaking account with an epitome or re-
ference list of all the perforations and
variebies of paper, as  well as the shades
of the stamps under notice, viz :—from 1876
till the advent of the new issue chronieled
last month,  For this List we must refer anyonc
who is suficiently interested in Japanese stamps
to ““The London Philatelist ” dated Sept. "99.
It will be found extremely useful in the arrange-
ment of a specialist’s collection.

TR M N

Philately on the Continent.

THE REPRINTS OF PORTUGAL
Axp COLONIES.

(From the “ Timbre Poste.™)

The fiest reprint dates fram the yenr 1864,
We sold it in April. which fixes the time of
reprinting during the first few months of that
year. The first set comprises the four staps
of the issuce of July 1853,

The gum, as well ws the paper, is white ; the
gum of the originals is rownish and the paper
less whitish.  The colour of the # reiv is
chocolate-brown  instead  of  reddish-brown,
The dic taken for the reprints is the retouched
one and presents  various  defects, amongst
others at the neck and the chin.  The mouth
is more open, the lower part of the ear under
the chignon has disappeared, the ornaments in
the corners appear different through the blotched
printing.  The letters “F.B.F.” can very
often be seen on the neck.

The 25 reis is always printed in the sane
blue colour, not showing the various shades
of the originals. The letters F.B.F, are always
visible,

The 50 reis is a good imitation of the
original stamp in the yellowish-green shade,
out not in the paper. There is one point by



Jannary 10, 1900,

PHILATELIC JOURNAL oF GREAT BRITAIN. 1

-3

which the reprint can always be easily doetected,
namely, the break in the outside line at the
top just over the second O of CORREOS.
This value never shows the letters F.B.F.

The 100 reis can he recognised by the shade,
which is less mauve, and by the paper. The
letters F.B. F. are not visible,

A second reprint was made in 1885 on the
occasion of the Universal Postal Congress
meeting at Lishon. All issues up to that year
wers reprinted, but they are distinguishable
by the dull whits thick paper and the abssnce of
the gum. Spzcimens, however, exist gummed,
hut the colour and thickness of the g
varies so much that they cannot he considered
authentic.

These reprints were distributed just as they
came from the printer ; at a later date, which
cannot be fixed, a penstroke was added.

Lastly, a third reprint exists with the word
< prova " orspeeimen printed across the stamps
in small black capitals. We have been told
that whole sets exist like this for Portugal as
well as for the Colonies, We have, however,
not bzen able to verify this statement,

Twsrve or 1RB3.

The defects of the mouth, the chin, and the
neck have disappenred in the & veis.  Th ear
under the chignon, slightly shortenod, is mixed
up with the hair and secms to have dis wppeared
entirely. No letters are visible on tha neck.
The colour is chocolate and pale brown.

The 25 reis is dull blue, the paper dull
white ; this reprint can be easily recognised hy
the ahsence of the letters on the neck.

The 80 reis has always the samo defect as
we have already mentioned, in the upper
corner. It is printed in grass green, and
without. the letters F.B.EF. on the neck.

The 100 reis is lilac, and the paper dull
white.

Isavs oF 18hH0.

The 5 reis has a different frame from that on the
coriginals. The ornaments in tho corners are
replaced by lines; the letters are generally
thinner, the pearls smaller and further apart,
the 8 of the REIS more closed in the upper
portion, the letters RREL (of CORREIO) are
smaller, and there are no letters on the curve
of the neck.

Printed in brown instead of reddish-hrows,

The 25 reis is of the secomd type (fram:
retouched). It is printed in a bright sky-blue
colonr, which eannot be found in the oviginals
the paper s dull  white. Lastly, in th:
printing, a blue spot has appeared in the oo,
which also does not exist in the originals,

The 50 and 1) reis can only be distinauished
by their colours_and the paper,

Issce or 1856
'T!le d reis could be ‘easily mistaken for the
original, but for the dull whits papar. ~
The 25 reis balongs to the first type, showing

the close background. It can only be detected
by the colour and the paper.

Issve or 1857,

The 25 reis carmine, reprinted from the
foregoing type, has never existed. The original
stamp appearing in January, 1857, had the
retotiched frame of the blue stamp of the same
value of 1856,

The name of the engraver is distinctly visiblo
on this stamp, as well as on the two of the
1856 issuc.

Iswves or 1862-1864.

The reprints of this issue can only he recog-
nised by the dull whita paper on which they
are printad.

——

Tusves 186G6-1870.

In the stamp itsolf nothing has been
changed.  As hefore, the dull white paper
always points these reprints out, and in some
cnses also the colour in which they have heen
excented.,

——

Issves oF 1870-18R80,

For these also the paper is the only point hy
which they ean he distinguished, and sometimes
by their colours.  They are Perforated 134,

The 10 reis hlue-green has not been reprinted.

—

TseUE OF JANuary, 1880,

The papar is always white and thick, wherenas
the paper of the originals s thin and greyish.
The perforation is 134,

IssvE oF May, 1880.

The same points of difference exist in this
jsste as in the last,  Perforated 134,

The stamps of the issues of 1882 and after
have nut been reprinted hecanse they were
atill in use when the others were reprinted,
A black or red line drawn by a pen acrosd the
upper half of the stamp has, however, been
added to the b reis and K reis black. They
can also be found with the words Specimen
or * Prova” in black, and these comprise all
the” stamps issued since 1882, including all
provisionaly,
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AZORES.

IssUEs or 1868,

The surcharge on these reprints is the same
a8 that used on the later issues from 1875. It
differs therefore from that used for the originals
where the O is smaller and the 8 is more closed.
Their identification is, therefore, very easy.

The 26 reis carmine perforated has never
existed, although this value exists reprinted.

IssvEs or 1871-79.

The surcharge of the reprints is the same as
of the last insue, Perforated 134,

IssuE OF JANUARY, 1880,

Two distinct shades of this reprint; the
paper is dull white and the perforation 13}.

Issve oF May, 1880 & 1881.

Exactly the same dull white paper and per-
foration as the last issue.

We have been told that the later issues from
1882—1885 have been reprinted ; some values
certainly exist ungummed, but we cannot con-
sider them as reprints. As the stamps were
still in use there cannot have been any reason
to reprint them, and if some exist without
gum, it simply shows that the stock of stamps
was kept in this state.

e 8o
ANGOLA.

IssuEs or 1870-18856.

The paper ia dull white and the perforation
134. Some of the values are not identical with
the originals.

5 reis—The figure b is larger and the top
part less curved, the R of reis is larger,
the E nearly closed, and the 8 smaller
and narrower than in the originals,

10 reis—The upntroke of the 1 is longer and
more obliue, the 0 is nemrer the R;
the R} is larger, the E more open, and
the 8 nearly closed.

20 reis—Is exactly the mame as the 20 reis
carmine. The second type has therefore
the 2 smaller and nearly straight ; the
R of reis larger and the S at both ends
longer.

28 rels—Is the same as the 256 reis violet,
which is the second type. The ends of
the 2 are more curved, the head of the
b is larger, the I of reis is thinner and
further away from FE and 8, and the
last letter badly formed.

40 reis—The 4 is larger and the horizontle
stroke is thicker; the O is larger and
the 8 of reis is more open. {

50 reis—Has been reprinted from the second
type of the 80 reis blue. The b is more
slanting and has a larger head, the O
in further away from the 6, the E of reis
is nearly closed and the 8 is larger.

100 reis—The two 0's are further away from
the 1; the lower part of the R in reis
is longer and the 8 is straighter.

200 reis—The 2 is smaller and more curved
on the right hand side, the two 0's are
further away, the E and S of reis are
smaller and more open.

300 reis—The 3 is more open and the letters
RES of reis are more open.

We have seen the stamps with pbrtrait of the
king with a horizontal line across the top.
They are called reprints, but we cannot admit
this, as they were not issued until 1886. Such
specimens are not gummed.

FE&E
CAPE VERDE.

Issves orF 1877-1880.

These were reprinted with the same plates
a8 the originals, no alterations having been
made. The paper is white and thick and the
perforation 134.

The stamps of the 1886 issue are also said
to have heen rveprinted, most likely because
chey are not gummed.

8
GUINEA.

Issvry oF 1881-1885.

These were also reprinted with the plates
used for the originals ; there is, therefore, as a
point of identifiention only the thick dull white
paper on which they are printed. Perforated
183, A great nany of these stamps are
gummed.

The various faults seen on the original stamps
cannot be found on the reprints.

Ungummed speciniens of the 1£86 issue are
likewis: sold as reprints.

——————

Synopsis.
Issve or Jury, 1863.

Reprinted in 1864—
b reis, type II, dark chocolate-brown

26 ,, blue
50 ,, yellowish green, light
100 ,, lilac
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Reprinted in 1886 —
b reis, chocolate, pale brown

25
b0

d reis,

25

25 reis,

D reis,

10
2b
50
1060

T43UES
D reis,

10
20
26
ol)
80
100
120

Is4vEs oF 186G8-1870.

1M

tA)

"
"
"
(3]
"
4y

"

dull blue
grass-green
lilac

Issve oF 1855.

type 1I, dark brown
» 11, bright sky

grass-green

Lilac

Issve or 18566.
dark brown
sky, type I

IssUE oF 18B57.
carmine

Is4UvEs oF 1862-1864.

chocolate (hoth types)
bright yellow-orange
earmine
yelowish-green

lilac

or 1866-1867.
black

yellow-orange
olive-brown
cariine

pale green
orange

mauve

blue

IMPERFORATE.

b reis, black

10
20
20
00
80
109
120
240

T4k oF 1870-1880.,

2} reis,

5
10
10
16
20
26
50
b0
80

100
120
150
240
300

"

LA

RAJ

”"

(1}

"

X

"

LR}

sy

¥y

"

(3]

.3

”

”"

yellow-orange
olive-brown
cATmine

pale green

orange
greyinh-lilac, lilac
blue

violet

light olive-brown
black
pale and bright yellow
¢ TANS-green
red-brown
olive-brown
carmine
dull green
dull blue
orange
greyish-lilac
bright-blue

" 1"
violet

ER

Perronaten 134,

Perroraten 134

!

Isste oF Jaxuary, 1880,
26 reis, light grey-blue

Perr. 134.

Issve or Max, 1880,
5 reis, black

Perr. 134.

25 ,, greyish-lilac
26 ,, reddish-lilac
80 ,, blue

( Conclusion next month,)
T
SRS

Philately in the States.

—_—

NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF THE'
GENERAL POST OFFICE OF THE
HAWALIAN ISLANDS.

t (Filitelic Fucls & Fallaeies, —8ax Fraxemseo.)

(Continued from page 242, vol. 1X.)

To R. F. Perkins, postmaster at San Fran-
cinco, Kalakaua wrote under date of September
19, 1864, as follows : 1 have the honour to
acknowledge the receipt of your comwmunica-
tion of the 26th of August last and its
cnclosures, informing me that letters to and

. from the Sandwich Islands will be charged in

future at ten cents the single rate of half ounce
or under. [ have at once given notice of this
change in the **Commercial Advertiser” of
the 17th inst., and by pasters about the several
post oftices an the different islands, & copy of
which 1 hereby beg to enclose.”

The next letter of interest to our readem i
written by G. Wundenbury, clerk in the
Homolulu post oftice, and like its predecessor is
nddressed  to Postnmster  Perking,  of  San
Francisco, [t bears date of December 14
1864, and iy as follows : ** T have the honour to
acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the
13th ult., which reached here on the 3rd inst.
hy the clipper ship **Seaman’s Bride”; and
in conformity with the contents of that letter
I issued on the same date the printed notice,
of which I enclose a copy, informing the public
of the change from 10 cents U.B. postage to
3 cents in the future.” The reduction of
postage mentioned in the foregoing letter does
not seem to include the amount for ship's
p wtage, and the entire rate of 10 cents was
therefore made up of Hawaiian postage e, ship
postage 2¢, and U.S. postage 3c.

March 6, 1866, Postmaster-General Kalakaua
addressed the following letter to J. H. Coney,
postmaster at Hilo: ¢ Your order for bc¢
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Hawaiian and 5c U.S. stamps I am unable to
furnish, being entirely out of them, and having
been obliged to send to the United States for a
Jresh supply.  The 3c and 2¢-'U. 8. are the only
kinds we have, and which I forward to. you- by
this mail in place of the Sc¢ stamps. You will
have to collect the Hawaiian postage of be in
money until the stamps can be procured.”

It is more than a year hefore the next letter
in the series was written, May 31, 1866, and
this from A. P. Brickwood, the new postmaster
general, addressed to A, D. Shepherd, president
of the National Bank Note Co., N.Y. 1t is
as follows : ““1 heg leave to enclose herewith
u draft for $140, drawn by Bishop & Co., of
this place, on Lees & Waller, N.Y, pnynl)]e at
sight in favour of the N:ttignul Bank Note
Co., or order, in U.S. gold coin, and desire you
to transmit at the earliest opportunity Hawaiian
postage stamps to the amount of the following
denominations, of which you yetain the plate ;
2000 _impressions (sheets?) de. portrait Kam. V.,
4000 impressions 2 cent, portrait Kam. IV.
You will please, in ddlvumg the package of
stamps for transportation to the :wult of the
express company, to hand him an invoice of
the same and forward a duplicate to this oftice,
s0 that no unreasonable charge for curiage
should he made, as was on the Iast package
ordered by H. M. Whitney.” 'The bc stamp
ordered in this letter does not seem to have heen
mentioned in the previous correspondence, and
we are not informed as to the choice of the
portrait, and other details of the design,

Apil 27, 1867, a letter was wldressal to
Capt. Jas. Makee, postmaster at Ulupalakua,
Maui, by Mr Brickwood, of the following
tenour : ** Enclosed hercewith please tind four
sheets of 5¢ Hawaidlan stamps amounting to ten
dollars, and advise us as to receipt of same.
We have no Ameriean staanps. Two Hawadian
‘fives’ aftixed to a single letter is the same as
paying the postage throngh in eash and when
sent to this office will he forwarded to its
destination with the hmpression of our oftice
stamp in red ink, ¢ United States Postage
Paid,” upon it. We account for all forcign
postage received on letters and papers to the
San Francisco postiaster.

To W, L. Conway, postmaster at Kawaihae,
Hawaii, Mr Brickwood wrote under date of
May 27, 1867, as follows : ** When you receive
letters to go foreign, instead of having us charge
you with the postage heve, umke use of the
Hawaiian e and 2¢ stamps, and aftix the full
amount of the postage on the back of each
lotter, as all letters, the full postage on which is
paid in Hawaiian stmnps or carh, have our
oftice stamp impressed on the sane in el ink—
* nited States Postage Paid.”

(To be continued ).

A DREAM OF STAMPS.

Shortly before Christmas ** The New York
broke out thus :—

Dhilatelist

Yesternight I had a vision that eclipsed all
former dreams ;

Bits of curious tiny papers fluttered by in endless
streams,

In pale tints and colors gorgeous,

legends unfamiliar,—

Reis, kreuzers, kopecs, bani, crowns, pesetas and
centimes.

bearing

Squares, triangles, oblongs, ovals moved like
birds in Autumn flight,
Eke with virgins, ships and landscapes, maps and
divers’ whims bedight;
Cabots, Colons, tyrants,
and bearded faces,
In Kaleideoscopic frenzy haunted me the livelong

night.

martyrs, babyheads

Whiles appeared familiar figures, patriots, states-
men, long since dead ;
Who within our wondrous cosmos moved of yore
with stately tread ;
Franklin, Washington and Jackson, Lincoln,
Sherman, Garfield, Stanton

. Now besprent with rose and lilac, purple, azure,

green and red

Scrays from Hungary and Austria, tattooed, faded,
frayed and curled,

Reichposts, Bayerns, Wurtemburgers;
coats of arms unfurled ;

Smeared and worthless Continentals;

Belgian, Netherlanders ;

Venezuelas, Argentinas overbright for this dull
world,

flags and
Spanish,

L4
Parokeets from (juatemala;
Japan ;
and crocodiles from
black for Labuan :
Monsters fierce from Indian jungles; Chinese
snakes and dragons hideous

Ali on his dromedary in the deserts of Soudan.

scrolls imperial from

Stags Borneo surcharged

I've arranged these scraps and sorted, in the
sunlight, *neath the lamps ;

Been be-Seebecked, hoodoeed, swindled, gulled by
sharpers, plucked by scamps;

Till they floating, fluttering, beckoning, through

my waking hours and slumbers,

Are a part of my existence; | am wedded to the
stamps.

—N. ALBERT SHERMAN,

Sart Lake Citv, Nov., 1889,

We wender what the authoy’s dreams wonld have
been hike duving the XNmas holidays, when the Labwan
and Borneo surcharges werenponus '—[Fd., 2. ] G.B.)

READERS will confer a special favour by always
mentioning the ¢ Philatelic Journal of
(ireat Britain' when replying to adver-
tisements in this paper —[Ed.]
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Well=known Philatelists.

No. 2.—Mgx. H. R. OLDFIELD.

It is o well-known fact that men who lead the
busiest lives in the conduct of their ordinary pro-
fession or business are also the most active in the
prosecution of any hobby

v

other on accoui.t of the little that was known
about the stamps. Mr. Oldfield overcame both
these dithcuities and subjected the stamps to an
exhaustive study, the result of which is known to
the world through the paper he read before the
London Society (which he had joined in 1893), on
the stamps of Bolivia, and which was published in
the Loundon Philatelist in 1897, In this he dis-
played such a mastery of his

they may take up for their
spare time. Mr. H. R
Oldfield, as member of a
large firm of solicitors in the
city of London might not be
supposed to have the time to
spare for the numerous posi-
tions he holds on the com-
mittees of the various phila-
telic societies with which we
find his name so prominently
associnted. He is one of the
body of ‘active’ collectors
without whom philatelic or-
ganisations could not cxist.
It was in 1890 that Mr. Old-
ficld emerged {romn that dark
period of time which divides
the parting with the boyish
collection and the real start
when as a man he sces the
possibilities of our science.
As a general collector Mr,
Oldfield was soon able to
amass & fine lot of stamps,

subject, of which hitherto so
little was known, that if any-
one has found anything
wrong in the article he has
not been able to point it out.

But we have said that Mr.

!dfield is essent’ally an
‘‘active”  collector, and
when it is remembered that
he is President of the
I.LP.U,, and a committee-
man of the Philatelic Society,
London ; that he was on the
executive committee of the
London Philateliec Exhibi-
tion, and was Hon. Sec. of
the Standing Committee of
the DPhilatelic Society on
Speculative lssues during
the time that *gum paps"”
werc out of favour; when
all this is remcmbered the
adjective we think is not
misplaced.

We may also say that

but he found before long that
it was impossible to become
& noted collector on these
lines without the purse of a millionaire, and fur-
ther that thorough study was out of the question
in such o broad field. Resolved to specialize he
was fortunate—or unfortunate—enough to pitch
in succession upon Switzerland and Bolivia, two
countries wide apart geographically but somewhat
alhke in the difficulties they present to the col-
lector, the ono on the sc¢cre of expense and the

. OLDFIELD.

Mr. Oldfield is taking a
leading part in the organ-
isation of the War Relief
Fund auction, That no better man could have
been found to fill the position of hon. sec. of the
“Fund Committee,” which position he holds
conjointly with Mr. Walter Bull, there is no
shadow of doubt.

We hope that in identifying himsclf with
such a good cause his efforts will be crowned
with success.



22

PHILATELIC JOURNAL

OF GREAT BRITAIN.  pormary 10, 1900

The Stamps of Baden.

[ConTiNUED FROM PacE b.]

ISSUE 1IV.
March, 1862.

The design is identical with the last with the
exception of the horizontal lines of the back-
ground, which have disappeared. The first
value printed in this new design was the 3 kr.
carmine, and 200 sheets of this value must have
been perforated before the perforating machine
had been altered to perf. 10, as this value
exists perf. 134.

3 kr, carmine, 20,000,

The other values including two higher values

of 18 and 30 kreuzer were issued as required,
perf. 10.

Printings.
Oct, '64 1 kr. black, greyish black 5
July, '62 3 kr. light carmine, violet-carmine
s ‘64 6 kr. ultramarine 3
Oct. '65 6 kr. Prussian-blue 3
July 64 9 kr. pale brown 4
Bept. '66 9 kr. reddish-brown 4
End ’62 18 kr. grass-green and bluish-green
» 62 30 kr. orange and yellow-orange
Printed, Destroyed. Bold.
1 kr. 7,515,400 Included above
3 kr, 26,496,400 780,200 160,000
Incl, next issue. Inecl. next issue.
6 kr, 8.081,600 1,228,300 190,000
9 kr. 5,387,800 672,800 100,000
18 kr. 315,200 151,012 2,953
80 kr. 230,400 14,400 100,000
ISSUE V,

QOct. to Dec., 1868,

In consequence of the 1866 war, Baden en-
tered the North German Confeder ion, and a
new scale of charges was agreed upon to come
into operation on Jan., Ist, 1868 . Ordinary
letters of 15 grammes were to be charged 3 kr.,
heavier ones 7 kr., a value that could only be
made up by combining two other values, And
as the inscription “POSTVEREIN " in the
right-hand label was objected to by the Prus-
sian authorities, new dies had to be prepared.
At the same time the letters of the word
“ BADEN" were altered and made much
thicker, and the word *“ KREUZER ” abbre-
viated to ** KR,"” otherwise the design remained
identical. The die was made by Maier of
Carlsruhe, the printing was done by Hasper as
before. Peri. 10. A new value of 7 kreuzer
was added. 6, 9, 18 and 30 kreuzer stamps
were still on hand in considerable quantities,
new designs were therefore not necessary,

Printings.,

Oct. 1868 1 kr. light’green, yellow-green 4

‘Dec. 1868 3 kr, carmine, bright rose 4

Oct. 1868 7 kr, dull Prussian blue i 3

Printed. Destroyed. Sold.
12,896,900 2,273,700 100,000
20,525,700 see above gee above

4,473,500 957,100 100,000

With the exception of the 1, 3, 6, 7, 9 and
30 kreuzer later issues all remainders were sold
to Senf in 1873. In May, 1878, the remainder
were sold to Bredemeyer of Hamburg.

RURAL STAMPS.

Much diversity of opinion has always existed
with regard to these stamps. Some maintained
they were intended for an extra charge on letters
and parcels delivered beyond a certain distance
from the post office, others said they were Un-
paid Letter Stamps, and still others that they
were used to frank official correspondence.
Undoubtedly they were used for letters that
had not been sufticiently prepaid, and also for
parcels which were conveyed by the land post.
Yet they were used for another purpose as far
a8 I can gather from envelopes mostly used for
this purpose. In Baden, and for that matter
all through Germany, & cash on delivery system
exists which is undertaken by the Post Office.
Parcels of goods are only delivered if the amount
written on the accompanying form is paid ; small
amounts are encashed by the Post Oftice and paid
to the person asking the Post Oftice to do so.
Rates can be collected by the Qfficial Receiver
in the same manner; he fills up a form de-
manding payment of the rates and taxes due,
hands this form in an addressed envelope to
his nearest post office; the officials there affix
the necessary stamps (the rate being 1 kreuzer
for every florin demanded) mostly on the back.
The demand is presented and encashed by the
post office in other towns and distriets, and
afterwards paid to the Official Receiver. As
this mode of collecting rates and taxes was
mostly applied to outlying districts it is not
surprising that so few of these stamps, and
especially of the high value are found used.

1st October, 1862.

Large figure of value in the centre, above
and below ** Land-Post” and ‘¢ Porto-Marke,”
the whole surrounded by a seroll-work in a
square frame formed by a single thin line.

Printed in black on yellow paper. Perf. 10.
Bold.
1 kreuzer black on yellow 322,800
8 " 445,400
12 » 160,000

How many were printed is not known,
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The abrogation of the independence of the
Baden Postal Service was announced by an
order dated 6th Dec., 1871, Carlsruhe, and
gince lst Jan., 1872, the German stamps have
been used.

O

Philatelists’ War eliel Fund.

The following circular has been issued under
the auspices of the London Philatelic Society.

*“DEAR SIR,—

‘“ A Committee has been formed under the
auspices of the London Philatelic Society, acting
in conjunction with other Philatelic Societies and
many of the leading collectors and dealers, for
the purpose of inaugurating a special sub-
sI‘E:ri%tion from philatelists for the War Relief

und.

*“Collectors generally throughout the United
Kingdom are invited to contribute gifts of
stamps (in collections or otherwise) or other
articles connected with Philately, which will be
sold by public auction and the proceeds divided
between one of the Mansion House Funds and
the Daily Telegraph Fund.

** Arrangements have been made with a well-
known firm of philatelic auctioneers to conduct
an auction sale which will bo held early in
February, and will be free of all charge what-
ever, so that tha entire gross proceeds can bo
handed over to the Funds.

“All gifts of stamps should bhe sent, if
possible, before the 27th January, 1900, to the
undersigned, clo Philatelic Society, Eftingham
House, Arundel Street, Strand.

“ 1t is proposed to append to the Catalogue
a list of the names of all the contributors,

“ The Committee hope that this scheme will
receive the support of collectors and dealers
all over the Kingdom, and will result in
the addition of a substantial sum to the War
Funds.”

Yours faithfully

Warter BrLn )

Hexpr, R. OLDFIELD IJumt Hon. Secreluries,

The auction sale of stamps referred to
ahove, in aid of the War Relief Fund has been
postponed until the end of March, in compliance
with the requests of several contributors. We
trust that many laggards in patriotism will

avail themselves of the extension. in time thus
affurded them forsending their duplicates, and
the best that thay can give, without delay to the
joint Hon. Secs., Messrs Walter Bull and
Herbert R. Oldfield, addressed c/o The London
Philatelic Society, Effinghamm House, Arundel
Street, Strand, W.C. The committee of the
Philatelists” War Relief Fund comprises the
names of

Mr. W. B. Avery.

. W. Brown.

,» M. P. Castle.

,» Robt. Ehrenbach,
Major E. B. Evans,
Mr. F. RR. Ginn,

» M. Giwelb.

5 S. E. Gwyer.

5 W. Hadlow,

,» Thos. W, Hall.

,» L. L. R. Hausburg,

,,» 1. H. Hinton.

,» E. J. Nankivell.
. H. Oliver.

., W. H. Peckitt.
,» C.J. Phillips.

., Robt. Reid.

E. H. Selby.

,» H. A, Slade.

., Alfred Smith. }
,» Gordon Smith.
. J. AL Tilleard.
Harold J. White.

HoH

We have much pleasure in laying this scheme
before our readers and hope it will meet with a
ready and generous response. This is an
opportunity for philatelists to show that they
are not so selfishly engrossed in their hobby
that they have no money for anything else a
charge which is often unjustly laid to the door
of the ardent collector.  Stamp collectors
have aspecial interest in all that goes on
abroad. It is well-known that political
change  re frequently marked by a change of
issue, and if collectors now-a-days are not par-
ticularly anxious for new issues, English
colonial collectors will not, at any rate, object
to the addition of one more country to their list.
Wa call upon all collectors to assist in the work of
swelling the funds which are being raised for the
relief of the widows and children of the men
who are working this change for us.

Index to Vol. IX.

The compilation of the Index has been un-
avoidably delayed, but will be sent out to those
who have applied for it on the 17th inst,
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@The Great” Anused @Question.

The Monthly Journal has a **go” at what
has been termed the Great Unused Question. A
list is given by Mr. C. J. Phillips of the
remainders which have come on the market since
1887 under the category of printers’ waste or
superfluous sheets, or coming *‘from highly-
placed officials who secured some of these
stamps when they were first issued, and who
have since from time to time, placed them on
the market.” First of all there are the re-
mainder of stamps of the Perkins Bacon
printings. These were all ** waste or allowance”
sheets of stamps which were ordered by the
printer to be burnt, but the order not being
carried out properly ‘‘a very considerable
leakage " took place. These stamps and the
approximate number which leaked out are given
a8 below :—

Group 1. Over I000, and under 4,000
stamps.

Bahamas, 1859, 1d., lake, imperf.
Barba.dos, 1852, hlue on blued paper, imperf.
Trinidad, 1851, blued paper, imperf., purple-brown,
lue,
1 " " "

(] 3 (1 13}

grey.
purple-black,

” Whi‘e ki) ”
Group ITI, between 200 and 1,000
- stamps.
Barbados, 1852, imperf., green on blued paper.

. red , "

:, 1861 perf no wmk., gre’en

" 1 X [ X 2y blue

v " " " red.

Ceylon, 1861, wmk., star., perl., od.. deep brown.
Queensland, 1861, ‘wmk. small star, rough perf,,

1d. carmine ; 3d. brown.
Queensland, 1861, “ Registered,” orange~yellow.
8t. Vincent, 1861, no wmk., perf, 6d., blue-green.
1d., rose-red.

, 1 . 19 slate-grey.

" .. indigo-blue.

Tnmdad 1859 imperf., 1s,, 1nd1go

Group III, between 50 and 200 stamps.

Antigua, 1862, 6d., blue-green, no wmk,
Barbados, 1852, imperf yellow-green on white,
blue on white.
Ceylon, 1861 wmk star, perf., 1s. 9d., green.
2s., lue
Paclﬁc S. N Co., on blued paper, 1rl.,, blue,

» " 2rls red-brown.

(Only about 80 to 100 of these stamps appear to
have been sold; I have heard rumours that they
have been offered on the Continent in large
quantities, but I have not been able to trace these
rumours to any definite source).

8t. Vincent, 1861, z‘mperf 1d,, rose-red.
64. blue-green.
South Austraha 1355 , imperf:, 2d., dull carmine.
Trinidad, 1851, blued paper, 1mperl brown-red,
" 1859‘. imperf., 4d., grey-lilac.
Vietoria, 1856, imperf,, 1d., green.

Group IV. Under 50 stamps.
Antigua, 1862, 6d., yellow-green, imperf.
Bahamas, 1861, 1d., Iake no wmk., perf.
Barbados, 1859, imperf., ﬁd rose-red,

» " , black.
" 1861 perf., 1s., black
Mauritius, 1858, 1mperf green.

ve magenta.
St. Vmcent 1860 perf., no wmk., 1s., brown,
Turks Islands, 1867, no wmk., Gd bla.ck
- ’ . 1s., ‘dull blue.

Antigua, €d., no wmk., comp. perf. and large perf.
Barbados, no wink., blue, perf. 113.

It is satisfactory to learn that Mr. Phillips
considers that practically all these stamps have
now been absorbed by collectors, and as
regards prices have touched bottom. It has
been definitely ascertained that Messrs. Perkins
Bacon and Co. have absolutely no more re-
mainders of old postage stamps in their
possession,

The next lot is headed the ** Crown Agents’
Find.” . These were found by a former Crown
agent for the colonies among his papers some
years after his retirement. Of these, there
were not over 300 of any one stamp, and they
also have all been practically absorbed by now.
The date they came on the market was 1896,
They are as follows :—

Group IIT. From 50 to 200 stamps.

Cape of Good Hope, 1855, ld rose-red.
, blue,

Malta, no wmk bluish pa.per Qd buff,

Mauritius, 1859, 1s., yellow-green.

St. Lucia, 1860, wmk. star (1d.), rose-red.

(4d.}, blue.

(6d.}, green,

Tnmdsd 1859- 61, clean cut and rough perfs.

(1d.), rose-red.

" " 4d., brown.lilac.
" ’ 6d., yellow-green.

Western Australia. A number of imperf. proofs,
both wmk. swan and no wmk., of the 1861-2 issue,
such as 2d., blue, 4d., lake, Gd., purple-brown,
and 1s., deep green,

1" 1t Y

” ”

Group IV. Under 50 stamps,

Bahamas, 1861, no wmk., rough perf. 14-16.
4d., rose.

6d., grey-lilac.
Natal, 1862, no wmk 6d., grey.

perf 14, 1d., rose-red.

ry » "

" " "

The third andlast lot are the De La Rue
remainders, and this is the lot which has been
causing much speculation. Mr. Phillips thinks
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that these must be either printers’ waste which
ought to have been destroyed or are stamps
which have leaked out illegally from the Stores
Department of the Crown agent's office. Inany
case, there is now a liklihood of this leakage
conung to an end. The following is the list,
as far as Mr. Phillips can make it out, of stamps
which he alleges have come on the market in
varying quantities since 1897, and he states
that in no case was there more than two or three
sheets of any one variety, and from the difficulty
most collectors find in getting the majority of
them we are inclined to believe him.

British Columbia, 1861, no wmk., imperf., 2id..
light brown.
" 1867, Crown and CC, perf. 14,
10¢., lake and blue.
s ' » perf. 14,
1 dol. green.
" " " -perf. 12*:
ol. green.
Cape of Good Hope, 1863, 1d., red.
o ' 4d,, blue.
" " 6d,. mauve,

1s., green (shades),
Ceylon 1861, wmk. star, perf 1s., lilae.
» 1862, no wmk,, 6d., brown
" 1863-6, Cr. and CC, perf 124, 2d., emerald-
green.
4d., rose.
5d., purple-
brown.
5d., green.
8d., red-brown.
9d., dark-
brown.
1s., deep-
mauve.
2s, blue.
2r. 50¢., lilac-
rose.
16¢.. lilac,
24c., purple-
brown.
and possibly the
other values,
Grenada. 1881, wmk. large broad-pointed star, 24d.
claret.
4d., blue.
Hong Kong, 1863, "Crown and CC, perf, 14, 9bc,
grey.
" 1876’ ” ” l‘jc'l
yellow.

”» 1 » »
» » " "

kil k2l » "
» ” ” ”
" » ”» 1]

“ ” 1 ”

2" " ” »

”" 1872 " ”»
»» 1883 o perf 14.,

" " ” (4]

o Service, 1869,1d. and 3d,,

Jamaica, 1863, wmk. pine, 6d., purple.
1s., dull brown.
Montserra.t "1876. C.'and CC. pelf 14 6d., blue-
green.
Natal, 1860. wmk. small star, imperf., 3d., blue,

»s 18, lilac-brown, penf l4 mthout surcharge
St. Chrlstopher 1852 C.and UA. perf. 14, 4d. blue.
St. Helena, 1862 wmk. st.ar perf., vd. blue
8t. Lucia, 1864, C. and CC, perf. 124 (ld ), black,

" ’ " ’ (4d.), yellow.

. (6d.), mauve.
perf. 14 (4d.), yellow,
{6d ), lilac.
t1s.), orange.
Slerra Leone 1886 C and CA, perl. 14, 4d., blue,

" 12} Lel
” 1" .
” 1 " "

Straits Settlements, 1867, lic., 8¢c., 6¢., 24¢., and
82c.

» » . double surcharge, 12c.
1868, C. and CC, several values.

Tnmdad 1864 C. and CC, pert. 121} 4d., bright

violet,
" I " ” 6(1, emerald-

green.
”» » " 1s. purple.

" 1872 " 1s., yellow.
. 1882, C. a.nd CA, perf. 14, 4d., grey.

This is the ‘- unused question” in a nutshell,
and although the above list may leave something
out, it is more than likely that it is rather too
comprehensive. There is no doubt that the
lists given in the now defunct Stamp Collectors'
Guardian were ludicrously inaccurate, Mr.
Phillips’ is certainly a better attempt.

e X

HWotes,

Many dealers, and we among the number,
have had numerous applications from different
people in Spain for the supply of the 3d.
British Honduras, CC. Perf. 12}, and it has
puzzled us frequently to account for the enor-
mous popularity of this pairticular stamp in
Spain. A friend who sent one cut the other
day was able in a week or two to enlighten us
on the subject. Some two weeks after parting
with the stamp he was offered by the identical
man to whom he had sent it, a beautiful 3 cents
on 3d., CC. 12}, of the same British colony, at &
price sufficiently tempting. The surcharge,
however, was not above suspicion ; in fact, it
was a fairly obvious fraud, and the stamp was
packed off to Spain for the second time. The
sunny land of Castille leads the way just now
in ** ways that are dark.”

. - . ]

Paul Waldroff, the designer of the new
German stamp, if he is not impervious to
criticism, must now be hiding his diminished
head. The stamps are certainly a great dis-
appointment, as something much better was
expected of German art. All the German
papers are loud in ridicule of the Germania
design. Thus saith a Berlin daily :—** Be-
neath criticism is the new national stamp,
which we now see for the first time. The head
of Germania is common, destitute of anything
like nobility or spirituality, the printing so in-
distinct that the head does not rise at all clearly
from the far too roughly shaded background.
The post-office official who created this master-
piece must be like a child with no sense of artistic
composition, otherwise he could never have
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been possessed of the incredible idea of bringing
‘Germania’s hand into the picture. One looks
at this miserable hand squeezed into ths lower
left corner, and wonders what really is the
meaning of it and the crooked sword. It
looks as if the interesting lady had just stabbed
herself in the stomach.” This is only a sample of
what is being said in the Fatherland, and it seems
to us that many cases of lese majestie will soon
be proceeding, as it is said the Emperor im-
mediately picked out this design from a large .
number and at once ordered it to be used. T

LA I February, 1900, Report.

The German special new centenary posteard
has also coms in for a full share of ridicule, but
it was nevertheless bought up with much eager-

———

Honorary President—

ness by the great spsculative public. The day His Honor Judge PuiLerick, Q.C.
it was issued large crowds surrounded the Berlin

post-oftice long before 8 a.m., and as soon as _ Honorary Vice-Presidents—
the doors were opened there was such a rush VERNON ROBERTS, Manchester ‘
that ‘‘a pitiable cry was raised by those Rev. W. BELL.. Cork. ’
squeezed in hetween the doors™ (wvide the

Berlin Anzeiger). In half an hour, although no President—

more than 10 were sold to any one person, the

whole issue was sold out, as each post-oftice had H. R. OvrprIELD, London.

only been furnished with 1200 cards. On the . .

windows of the office was posted this notice, \ Vice-Presidents—
*The last edition sold out; next issue Satur- W. DorNING BECToN, Manchester.
_day.” The statement that the cards would H. L. HavmaN, London.

only be on sale one day was therefore a little

joke which must have been very galling to Commilttee—

those who had watched the grey dawn craeping
over the town from the doorsteps of the post-
office. Nevertheless, all are sold now, and

F. EMpsoN, BIRMINGHAM,
W. HanLow, London.
W. G. Hawkins, LoNDON.

specimens are said to have changed hands J. E. JoserLin, London.
at a shilling apiece. W. B. KIRKPATRICK, Bournemouth,
a o+ s e S. C. SkreroN, Salisbury.
Rare atamps are not the only small items of C. T REED, Landon.

H. TroMpsoN, l.ondon.

bric-a-brac that fetch large sums of money. W, WARHURST, London.
Soldiers’ Buttons is the coming mania, but it is L. W. FULCHER, London.

very doubtful whether it will dispute pride of

place with philately., Nevertheless, the first Hon. Sec. and  Treasurer—

issue of the “C.LV.” are already rarities of
the first water, and analogous in that respect
with the early Mauritius stamps. Speculation
in them, however, is scarcely safe, as the most

T. H. HinToN, 5, Paultons Square, Chelsea,
London, $.W.

learned Buttonologist might tind a difliculty in Hon. Exchange Superintendent—
distinguishing between those torn off the volun- Dr. MaRX, G Haven Green, Ealing, London, W.
teer's coats during their now celebrated march
through the city and those that escaped that : Honw. Librarian—
terrible ordeal. At a patriotic concert a short i

- time ago, a soldier's button was found in the B. w[’-oxgl‘:”g“;ff’ 15, Pauitons Square, Chelsea,

collection plate, and this was put up to auction
by the chairman. After spirited bidding it was s
knocked down to the Twickenham Football Hon. Counterfeit Detector.

Club for £b 10s. W. Havrow, 331, Strand, London, W.C,

Hon. Solicitors— .

Messrs. OLDFIELD, BarTrRAM & OLDFIELD,
St. Stephen’s Chambers, Telegraph Street,
Moorgate Street, London, E.C,
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. MEETINGS., - 7

. .~ Programmes for the season. have been sent to
all members. ' Those willing to assist in filling
-vacant dates, are requested to communicate with
the Hon. Sec. .

MEMBERSHIP.

Candidates for admission must be over 18 years
of age, and supply at least two satisfactory refer-
ences. They will then be proposed for election,

- and if no objection be lodged within fourteen days,
be duly elected. The Entrance Fee, 2’6 and
ubscription 5= should accompany the application,
and will be refunded in the event of the non election
of the applicant. (The committee are empowered
to elect Life Members not execeding ten in number,

at a fee of two guineas.)

The following are now proposed in accordance
witht he above.

M. H. Lombard, 2, Lagrange St
Mass, U.S.A.

Proposed by T. H. Hinton, seconded by Dr. Marx.

P. Loines Pemberton, 202, High liolborn,

Proposed by W, B, Kirkpatrick seconded by T, 11.
Hinton.

Winchester

NEW MEMBER,
S. M. Hamilton, Firfield, Plumstead, Cape Colony.

RESIGNATIONS.

The following are notified with regret.
No. 115.  T. Bennett, Deddington, Oxon.
198. J. Lascelles, Machynlleth, Wales.

NEW ADDRESSES.

F.J. Middleton, 20, Devonshire Street, (Jueen
Square, W.C,

F. Gerhartz, The Gables, Park Grove, DBradford.
Yorks.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Subscriptions for 1900 are now due and should be
forwarded to the Hon. Sec. who will then send cards
of Membership. Members who have not replied
to specinl application for their 1899 Subscriptions
will be notifiecd as dropped for nonpayment of
Dues, on the Annual List of Members which will
shortly be forwarded to all Members, together with
a copy of ** The stamp Collectors’ Almanac ™ for
1900,

LIBRARY.

The new Librarian acknowledges with thanks,
“Anales de la Sociedad Filatelica Santiago” Sept.-
Oct., '99, from Santiago, Chili.

Stamps, Jan. 1900, from F. L. Heygate.

Postal Cards and Covers, from W. T. Wilson,
Leeds.

NOTICES.
:0:

The third Meeting of the Season was lield at
Essex Ilail on Wednesday, Jannary 31. Present :
H. R. Olfield (in the chair), Dr. Marx, W. ] Jaw-
kins, L. W. Fulcher, W. B. Kirkpatrick, P. L.
Pemberton, M. Z. Kuttner, and the llon, Scc.

" closed with a unanimous vote of thanks.

|
i
|
i
I
}
|
L
|
i
I

Mr. Fulcher gave an interesting display.of his

_collection of the used stamps of Japan, which was

much appreciated by those present and the Meeting
The next
Meeting takes place on Wednesday, Fel. 28, when
the President will give a display of the Stamps of
Colombia. All Members and fiiends are cordially
invited to attend. War Relief Fund.—The date for
closing the list. of Contributions to the Auction
having been postponed to the end of Feb., there is
still time for Members to support the President by
sending their contributions directed to Effingham
House, Arund=! St. W.C. as carly as possible. Dr.
Marx would be pleased to receive more support in
the Exchange Packet Section, both from buyers and

sellers.
THOS. H. HINTON,
Hon, Sec. and Treasurer,
Int. Phil. Union,
5, Paultons Square,
Chelsea, S.W.
Feb. 5, 1900.

lo:

REPORTS OF OTHER SOCIETIES.

THE SCOTTISH PHILATELIC SOCIETY,
The usual Monthly Meeting was held at 5, St.

. Andrew’s Square, on the 11th of December, at

7.30 p.m.

The chair was occupied by Mr. R. Kerr, and
subsequently by Mr. K. 8. Richardsan, vice-presi-
dent ; there were alsn present :—Messrs. Baxter,
Atkinson, ‘Miller, Fleming and Fish. :

The Minutes of the previous meeting having
been read and approved of, Mr. Kerr agreed to

_ show at the next meeting the London Philatelic

Saciety's new work on British stamps.

Mr. Richardson reported that the books, etc.,
belonging to the Society had heen catalogued,
and were now to be had for perusal according to
the rules agreed upon.

Mr. Miller’s motion regarding an informal
meeting at a date intervening between the dates of
the ordinary monthly meetings wasleft over to next
mceling.

Mr. . W. Atkinson, from Pechies, who had
just acrived from London, gave some interesting
items of Philatelic news as gathered in the
metropolis ; and he afterwards read a most interes-
ting paper on the stamps of Cuba und of lorto
Rico, illustrating his remarks by references to his
almost complete collection of stamps of these
Colonies.

On the motion of Mr. Richardson, a very hearty
vote of thanks was ‘awarded to Mr. Atkinsin for
so kindly coming to the meeting; and his paper
was very highly commended.

The Annual Meceting was held on the 8th of
January, 1900, at 5, St. Andrew Square, at 8 p.m.

Messrs. Henderson and  Kerr, as Auditors,
reported that they had examined the Society’s
accounts for the year 1894, and had found them to
be correct. The balance in hand at the close of
the year was £3 17s. 31d.

The Oflce-bearers were re-elected—Mr, Adam
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Smail, Hon. Pres. ; Mr. R.S. Richardson, Hon.
Vice-Pres. ; Mr. W, Fish, Hon. Sec. and Treas. ;
Dr. Ballantyne and Messrs. Henderson, Kerr, and
Stewart with the President, Vice-President and
Secretary ex-officic members of Committee.

The Secretary was instructed to apply for re-
election as a member of the Stamp Exchange
Protection Saciety.

The books and periodicals belonging to the
Society were again consigned to the care of Mr.
Richardson.

It was decided to procure for the year, the
PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BriTaIN (Official
organ of the Society) ; Stanley Gibbons® Aonthly
Journal, The London DPhilatelist, The Stamp
Collecsor, and Mr. Warhurst's Dictionary of Colour.

Mr. Kerr showed the ' History of the Adhesive
Stamps of the British Isles,” and received a hearty
vote of thanks for briaging the work ULefore the
Members.

At a special Meeting on 22nd. January, 1900, it
was agreed to make an appeal to collectors in
Scetland and to Scottish Collectors abroad for
contributions towards a Philatelic War Reliel Fund,
the proceeds {gross) to be handed over to the
Scotsman Fund,

The contributions, to consist of best duplicates,
may be sent to any one of the Edinburgh members
who have been constituted 2 committee to receive
them, and arrange them for sale by auction.

William Fish, M.A., Hon. Sec,
18, Montpelier Terrace,
Edinburgh.

THE JUNIOR LONDON PHILATELIC
SOCIETY.

An able and interesting lecture on the Science of
Philately (illustrated by lantern views,} was last
Saturday delivered by Fred. ]J. Melville, Esq, at
8 p.m. in Clapham Halil; its object being to extend
the hobby of stamp collecting and to enrol new
members for tbe Junior London Philatelic Society.
The Meeting was well attended and the lecturer
explained that England was the first Country to
issue postage stamps, the old 1d black stamps
appearing in 1840.

About 18 years afterwards, the stamp collecting
craze arose and took such hold on the public that
it was patronized by the highest in the land. The
Prince of Wales is himsell a philatelist and the
Duke of York is President of the London Philatelic
Society. The Duke of Saxe-Coburg Gotha isalso a
collector of stamps. Stamp collecting is essentially
a very speculative pursuit, but no stamps have
fetched higher prices than certain ones from the
Mauritius and from British Guiana; as much as
£1900 having been paid for the former and £750
for the latter. There are in no other country so
many stamp varicties as in Russia, where 5000
different kinds are issued for rural districts ; in
Portugal new issues are constantly being created.
Stamps are of many shapes and sizes, but those
rendered peculiar on account of their diminutive
apperance are our own old 3 penny stamp the 34
stamp of South Australia and that of DBolivar,
England intends celebrating the new century by
issuing a new jpenny stamp (green,) a new
penny stamp (old original red) and a new 2id,
stamp.

Meetings of the *‘Junior London Philatelic
Society ** are held fortnightly throughout the year
in Clapham Hall on Saturday from 7 to 10 p.n.
Applications for membership must be made to the
Secretary and will be propused by him at the next
meeting. The subscription will be 1s 6d. (payable
in advance per postal order in the Secretary’s name.

and will become due on Nov. 1st each year:
Among scveral other advantages many be men-
tioned.

1. Twenty-six fortnightly meetings, lectures, &c

2. Stamps and collections valued,

3. Questions answered,

4, Difficulties explained.

6. Accessories at reduced rates.

6. Scope afforded for the exchange of duplicates

This initiatory mecting was closed at about 9.15 p.m.
the audience being requested to enrol themselves
as members and being individually presented with
a packet of foreign stamps.

HERTS PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

A Meeting was held at Anderton’s Hotel on
Tuesday, January 2, 1900, at 7. p.m.

Present : Messts. C. R, Sutherland (in the chair),
W. A. Bois, E. Bounds, E. Bradbary, W. G. Cool,
R. Ehrenbach, R Frentzel, G. Haynes, M.Z, Kutt-
ner, E. A. Mardon, R. Meyer, ]J. O. Sell, \V. Simp-
son, and H. A, $lade.

William Morley and D). Citroen were elected
ordinary members on the recommendation of the
Committee.

The question of the * Philatelists’ War Relief
Fund,” was discussed, and it was agreed that any
member proposing to contribute stamps, etc., to the
Fund, should do so through the Secretary of the
Society. Business being concluded, Mr. Robert
Ehrenbach gave a display of his well-nigh complete
collection of the stamps of Natal accompanied by
lucid and interesting remarks on the relative rarity
&ec., Xc., of the different issues. At the conclusion
of the diepluy, Mr. Iaynes congratulated the
Socictly on the help it was receiving from membhers
of the Premier Society , and passed a hearty vote
of thanks to Mr. Ehrenbach for the splendid enter-
tainment he had provided. The Meeting termina-
ted at 9.15 p.m,

1I. A. Slade, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

Ingleside,
St. Albans,

SIIEFFIELD PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

The seventh ordinary meeting of this Society was
held Wednesday evening, January 3, ,1900 at
Lisson's Chambers, 74 lligh Street. ‘The Presi-
dent, Mr lunt, was in the chair. The evening
was devoted to a sale and exchange of stamps, a
number of lots changing hands.  The meeting was
afterwards adjourned,

The members of the Society held their annual
dinner at the Wharncliffe Hotel, King Street, on
Wednesday evening, January 17, 1900. The
President, Mr. Ilunt, occupied the chuir. After
the usual loyal toast had bLeen duly honoured, Mr.
I. F. Peace propssed the toast of the Sheffield
Philatelic Sceiety. Ile gave many interesting
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remarks regarding the history and progress of the
Society since its formatien. Mr. . Barnascone
replied.  Mr. Chapman proposed the health of
“ QOur City,” to which Mr. A. ]J. Elliott responded.
The toast, **The President,"” wos proposed by Mr.
Sneath, who spoke in high praise of the valnable
service the President had renderad to the Society
since its early days when Mr, Hunt cecupied the
chair, during the first season. ‘The toast was drunk
with full musical honours, and was suitably replied
to by Mr. Hunt,

Tew Leaves to Cut.

The Stamp Collectors’ Almanae, 1900,

This publication marks time with the general
revival in philatelic press work, and appears
this year in surprising form. It is now quite a
volume, and in it we find a * Glossary of
Philatelic Terms,” and a record of the new
issues of the year 1899,  An auction record of
stamps that have fetched £10 and over is useful,
but incomplete. as only the sales of two finns
are thus summarized. Similarly, there is an
incomplete list of the Philatelic Societies and
Exchange Clubs and their ofticers.  We should
have thought that The Philatelic Society,
London, The Scottish Philatelic Society, and
the Northern Exchange Club might have had
some claim for adinission in this list.  There are
interesting articles on ¢ The DPrivate Frank
Stamps of Spain,” *¢ Patriotic Philately,” * The
Stamps of Baden.” cte. Under the heading,
“ Events of the past year,” we rvend that 1899
has been a very eventful one for Philatclists,
and the numhber of collectors hax greatly in-
creased. (This, we think, is undoubtedly true.
We have even heard it said by optimists that
there will seon he as many collectors as
philatelic journals, but for this we cannot
speak). The events are four in number, ap-
parently ; the first is that two daily papers in
Berlin and Madrid, respectively, now devote a
eolumn each day to philately. The second is
the appearance of & number of new stamp papers
in England. The third is the Manchester
Exhibition (dismissed in four lines). and the
fourth, or lastly, is the fact that many countries
have adhered to the Postal Union enactment
that the universal colours for all stamps of 3d,
1d, and 2id, or equivalenta. should be celoured
green, red, and blue, respectively.

In spite of the fact that the Stemp Collectors’
Almeannc is voluninous on some points where
it might have been brief, and rilent on others
where something might have been xaid, it is a
very handy little reference hovk which no
collector should be without.

Hnnual Subscription, 2/6.
Post Free to any part of the world.
Price for single copies 2d. (or 3d. by post.)
All Subscriptions commence with Jfanuary.

L’ABONNEMENT :—

Paran . Fes 3.15 franco
, huméro ... e 4y 039,
Tout abonnement et daté du janvier,

BEZUGSPREIS :(—

Per Jahr ... .. M. 250 post free
Jede Nummer e g 025
ADVERTISEMENT RATES.
Iins. 3 mths. 6 mths. 12 mths.
at at at at
Whole page ... 60/0 ... 53/¢ ... 50/0 ... 40/0
Half page . 85[0 ... 32/0 ... u8/0 ... 22/6
Quarter page ... 18/0 ... 16/9 ... 14/9 ... 1nfo

Eighth page 106 ... /6 ... 80 ... 6/0

AGENTS WANTED for the sale of the
** Journal ** in I.ondon and large towns at home
and abroad,

All communications to be addressed to:—

KIRKPATRICK & PEMBERTON,
202, High Holborn, Lendon, W.C,

The International = »
Philatelic Wnion.

= =

There can be no doubt that if the advantages
of helonging” to the International Philatalic
Union were more widely known that hody
would be conatantly augmented by recruits, as
there is no philatelic society in existence which
gives so many advantages to its meinbers.

Founded in 1881, when the London Philatelic
Society was only in its infancy, it was primar-
ally frrmed for the purpore of encouraging and
promoting the study of Postage, Telegraph and
Fiscal Stamps, Stamped Envelopes, Newspaper
and other Bands, and Postcards, their history,
manufacture and other details, and the under-
taking of all or any such matters as may cul-
tivate the study of philately generally.

The President, ofticers and committee were
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men in the forefront of philately, and soon
after its formation it was able to boast a very
large roll call of members. Everybody was
free to join, no qualification except honesty and
straightforwardness being required. It was
not confined to any one class—*‘ Gook’s son,
Duke’s son, son of a millionaire,”—each was
welcome.

After several years of existence, the Exchange
Club section of the I.P.U. was formed, This
was the old original club, the first ever started,
on which all succeeding exchange clubs have
been modelled. With the inception of this
idea, the I.P.U. became a power in the land,
and the number of duplicates which changed
hands through this medium was enormous.
Since then very many new clubs for exchange

purposes have been started, and the parent club-

has been out-distanced by two or three of its
rivals. One or two untoward incidents have
also retarded its proper development, and the
case of the members of the French society who
bought freely from the sheets and afterwards
repudiated all cash liabilities on the ground
that it was an exchange club was particularly
unfortunate ; however, thisx and similar draw-
backs to the working of the club are matters of
long ago, and the rules have heen so far
amended that there is now no possibility of any
further contretemps of such a kind arising,.

Since Mr. Hinton has held the hon. sec-
retaryship of the Society, and Dr. K. F. Marx
has been the Hon. Exchange Superintendent,
all has worked well, and the finances of the
society have balanced up year by year with
something on the right side.

Meetings are held at the Essex Hall, Essex St.
Strand, W.C., on the last Wednesday of each
month at eight o’clock in the evening, when
members bring their collections to be examined
and discussed. At these gatherings the col-
lector or dealer who is not able to pick up much
useful knowledge and many equally useful hints
must be dull indeed. It is much to be regretted
therefore, that the attendance at these meetings
has lately been very poor, and members living
in or near London should certainly give an ear
to their Secretary’s oft repeated recommenda-
tion that the meetings can only be inade
entirely successful by the larger attendance of
members,

The society also has & library of philatelic
works which are at the disposal of all the
members, and may be borrowed under con-
ditions set forth in the official statutes of the
society.

Members having stamps about which they
are doubtful can have an opinion on them free
of charge from the Hon. Counterfeit Detector.
Every member receives the PuiLaTeLic Jouk-
NAL OF GREAT BRITAIN each month as it
appears, the subscription being included in the

modest annual §s., which ia all that they are.
called upon to pay. {

An advantage which cannot be too stréongly
insisted upon is the fact that membership of
the LP.U. confers a certain hall-mark of
respectability, which is an extremely useful and
handy form of reference for collectors or dealers
in introducing themselves to one another.
As every new member has to furnish two.
good references, and have his name published in.
the P.J.G:.B. 14 days before he can become a
member, it will be seen how useful the initials
I.P.U, may become in the facilitation of postal
transactions between strangers.

As when it was started, so to-day, the list of
officers of the society contains the names of
some of the bast-known philatelists, Many of
these, asthey live far from London, are not often
able to attend the meetings, but in Mr, Oldfield
as President and Mr. Hinton as Hon. Sec. and
Treasurer, we have two. quite indefatigable
philatelists who will always be found ‘at the
meetings and eager to further the interests of
collectors, and membersof the Union in parti-
cular.

We hope these plain statements of the position
and uses of the International Philatelic Union
will have the effect of influencing many phila-
telists to join. There must be a number of col-
lect ors, even in London, who scarcely ever have
an opportunity of comparing notes and * talking
stamps’ with other collectors.  Such isolated
unfortunates as these can always he sure of
spending one pleasant evening a month by
joining and attending the meetings of this
Society, while collectors not only in London or
England, but in every part of the world, must
derive some advantage from belonging to an
association which has the means of introducing
philatelists who are half the world apart.

0

Hnotber Brooklyn Erbibition.

The Brooklyn (New York) Institute of Art
and Science will hold its 2ud Stamp Exhibition
in the ** Section on Philately ” from March 18
to 24. Last year rhe Exhibition, which was
the flrst inaugurated by this very fin de siecle
institution remained open for a fortnight. The
committee are wise in thus shortening the term
of exposure for the stamps. The experience
at all exhibitions of recent years has heen that
6 days is quite long enough for the stamps to
be on view, if not to be viewed. We are glad
to see that the ¢ Section on Philately ” at the
Brooklyn Institute has so much vitality ; these
exhibitions are to be held annually, and in the
hands of the energetic committee of philatelists,
with whom the management rests, they should
do much to cultivate collecting in the States.
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Under this heading we chronicle only those
stamps which to the best of our belief have
actually appeared.

—_——

BRITISH EMPIRE.

British Bechuanaland.—-Le¢ 7.7°. announ-
ces a registered envelope, value 4d, stamp impressed
on the flap. The design is rectangular with head
of the Queen in a circle, similar to the Ceylon
wrapper. Outside and surrounding the stamp is an
ornamental frame enclosing the words “ REGIS-
TRATION * and **FEE-’ at top and at botiom.

Reg. Eav. 4d blue, size k.

British Central Africa.—A wrapper has
been issued here with a stamp of the current design,
and a new posteard also, with the current design
of stamp and without the frame.

Wrapper. 4. carmine on manilla,
Fostcard., {d. green on white.

British Honduras.—The M_/. says that a
new postcard has been issued, formed by over-
printing the 2c card with new value, 3 CENTS »
in two lines.

Postcard. 3¢ inDlack on 2¢ carmine on baff,

Cape of Cood Hope. A
new Id. stamp was put into
circulation on the 1st of Jan.
which if printed by Messrs.
De la Rue is scarcely up to
their standard. It is of the
ordinary rectangular shape
happily, the lower half show-
ing a view of Cape Town
and Table Bay with an ironclad at anchor.
The upper part bears the arms of the Coulony.

Adhesive. 1d carmine, perf. 14, wmk. anchor.

Ceylon.—Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. send
us a new value—I2 cents—of a design identical
with the 8 and 30 cents. ‘The Lody of the stamp is
in green, and the value tablet is rose with the figures
in white.

Adhliesive,

Falkland Isles.—The D.B.Z. states that an
envelupe has been supplied for these islands. The
paper is white, strong, smooth and laid. Shape,
133 by 107. The stamp is of the usual Colonial

wrapper type.
Envelope.

By e conns BT

Srvyrwrre rvrr S

12¢ green and rose, p. 14, wmk, Cr. CA,

1d carminc on waite laid.

—_———

Gold Coast.—The envelope we mentioned
last month turns out to Le of the type of the ob-
solete adhesive. :

Envelope. 1d rose on white laid.

India. — Bundi. The M./. deszribes the
2 annas in a new type with simplihed ornaments in
the corners.

Adbhesive. 2a pale green on white laid, redrawn.

Duttia, The same Journal chronicles a new #a
for Duttia, on green tissue paper, ‘They are
printed in blocks of 16, and are rouletted in
colour.

Adhesive. 4a black on yellow-green.

Travancore. The Af.J. chronicles the jch in
bright mauve (we have had it for six months or
more in a very brilliant violet). The 2ch in pale
pink is new to us both as adhesive and envelope.
There is also a new posteard with value ** 5 cents.”

Adhesive. 2ch pale pink.

Envelope. 2ch . on white lald.
Post Card. 5 cush rose-red on buff.

New Zealand.—ZEwer's Weekly was the first
to describe the new Unpaid Letter Stamps. They
were issued in the Dbeginning of Decembar last.
They are Li-coloured, having the value printed in

red, with the body of the stamp in green. ,
Unpaids, 3 green and red, p. 11, wink. NZ and star.
-, woom “ "
2d " ”» ’" " "
d w oom " "
6d ™ [T " "

The A7./. chronicles a new post card inscribed
* Inland and Australia” with a view in the left
lower corner,

Post Card.  1d dark green on pale buff,

Sarawak.—\While we are expecting a complete
new set for Sarawak, we are constantly supplied
with new surcharges. The latest is the post card
surcharged in 4c¢ black.

Poat Card. {4con 3¢; carmine on buff,

Seychelles. — The Afetropolitan  Philatelist
mentions the 15¢ in blue as having been recently
issued.

Adhesive. 15¢ blue, p. 11, wmk. Cr, and CA.

South Australia [T tetis
Messrs. Smyth Nicolle & Co, ’
kindly send us the new jd.
stamp of the Colony. It is
of the size and shape of the
other values, and depicts
telegraph wires, behind which
may be secen a large Duild-
ing. We hope our illustration
does justice to this ,work of art.

Adhesive. §d. ewerald green, p, 13, wmk. Cr, and 8. A,

e
3
<
€

AUSY

Straits Settlements.—Negri Semébilan in the
current type.

Adhesire, 1 ccnt lilac and green,
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Tasmania. Post-ers
advertising  Tasmanian
scenery have been issued
here. From all accounts
they are to be sold con-
currently with the old or
business issue.  Messrs.
Smyth Nicolle & Co.
kiadly send us the 1d.
and 2d. wvalues; the
former, of which we ap-
pend an  illustration, is
printed in a sort of lake-

red. The view is of
Mount Wellington. The
2d. is violet aml of the

same 8gize as the 1d. hut
oblong. It shows a view
of Hobart Harbour and
town in a fancy frame..
**TASMANIA " arched above, “HOBART” below
The figures of value are in the two upper corners:
The watermark is *“TAs,” second type, occurring
several times on each stamp.

1d lake-red, perf 14, wnk. “ TAS.”
2d violet, " "

Adhesive.

Victoria.—Amongst a lot of current issues of
Australian stamps which we recently bought, we
found three 1d wrapper stamps in blue—a curious
change, in view of the postal union requirements.
This was probably issued some time in November
last, and is not likely to have a long life.

Wrapper, 1ld cobait on white wove (with border).

OTHER COUNTRIES.

Austria.—\e have received
from Messrs. \Whitfiell King
the 1, 3, 20 and 25 values in
the new heller coinage, and
we urderstand that the 1, 5,
6 and 10 heller, and probably
other values have also ap-
peared. The values up to
6 heller are in the 1890 design
but with the value changed to
*heller.””  The 10 heller—30
heller are of the type which we append. “They are
printed on granite paper. The perforation is 134-
124. The change in currency also necessitates new
unpaid letter stamps, newspaper stamps, stationery,
ctc, but we have not yet seen any of them.

Adhesives, 1h lilac, perf.134-124

3b trown "
- 5h deep green ,,
6h orange .
10h rose "
20h bhrown

25h ultnmrine "

Belgium. According E. I¥.5.V. the 10¢ Belgium
appears in red after all.

Adliesive 10¢ pink
Bosnia. The new heller coinage extends to

Bosnia and the 1 heller has already oppeared. The
only difference from the old type is in the figures of

value being in the lower corners
upper as in the ‘* kreutzer "' set.

Adhesive 1h, black. i

instead of the

Brazil. The stamps to commemorate the 4th
centenary of the discovery of Brazil have just been
issued. We are indebted to Messrs. Whitfield
King & Co., tor specimens which we illustrate.
The 100 reis represents natives watchipg the

" “o'-‘ NIDOS,.-; ‘"f,

- 700 L{TOMBNG OF 130 -
-
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arrival of European ships. ‘The 200 reis represents
the declaration of indevenderce.  The 500 reis
portrays the emancipation «f slaves, the hovering
angel holds the broken chains. O the 700 reis is
a ngure representing the republic, pointing to the
date 15 de Novembre, 1899 with one hand, while
with the other she holds an open book ; what we take
to be the arms of the republic appear on the left of
the word ** CorwrFl10.” The stamps are lithograph-
ed by Paulo Robin and Pinhe; and would 'un-
doubtedly fall under the ban of the $.8.5.S. if that
body were in existence.
Adhesives 100 reis, 1ed pl2}
200, blue and yolia'y "

Ma T, blue
700

v light green .

China,.—We have the 5c of the current London
printed set io quite a new shade.

Adhesive. 3¢ orange.

Colombia.—Cartagena. We omitted to state
that our illustration last month represented one of
the Cartagena provisionals chronicled on page 235
of our last volume. The * violet-blue smudge "
turns out to be three stars which are fairly easily
seen in our illustration.

The Philatelic Record states that a second print-
ing of these provisionals was made on the 8th
Dec. last, but on different coloured papers, and pin
perforated instead of imperf. Seven horizontal
wavy lines replace the ‘stars™ of the first print-
ing, and presumably in the same colour. From
the same source we hear that the lc black of
Bolivar has also received the overprint of wavy
lines and been pressed into service as provisionals
to take the place of the 1c which ran out of stock
during the emergeacy.

Adhesives,  1c¢. black (of Bolivar).

H¢. brown ou pale green paper,
10¢. vermilion on pink paper.

FEcuador—The 1 sacre stamp, 1896. is re-
ported by the /.B./ to have received the sur-
charge *pIEZz CENTAvOsS® in black in two lines,
and is also to be found with the same surcharge

rinted diagonally in blue as well as the ordinary

lack one. The Montkly Circular describes the
50c fiscal (long rectangle} surcharged ‘¢ Corrtos
5 cenTs OFiciAL ™ in three horizontal lines.

Adhesives.  5e¢. on Hc. Rscal, in Wack on dark lilae.

10¢. on 1 eucre in black on yellow-lirown.
10c. on 1 ancre in black and blue on yellow.
brown.

France.—Alexandrie. Last month we chronicled
a set of French stamps surcharged for French
post-offices in this town, but were unable to give
the lower values. We have now received frcm
Messrs. Whitheld King & Co. the 1, 2, 3, 4,1in
completion of the set.

Adhesives. le. black on grey-blue, surclharge in red.

2c, red-brown on straw . blue.
3c. grey on greyish " "
4c. claret on grey-tlue " .

China.—The same firm sends us specimens of
the 5¢ and 10c with the surcharge *' CHIxE” in
red, the 5¢ being the * N under " -variety of 1876.

Adhesives. Jc. yellow-green (variety A.), surcharge in

red,
10c. Llack on lilac (variety B.), surcharge in
red.

Madagascar et Dependances has now a 5fr stamp to
complete its set.

Adhesive, 3fr, lilac on tinted paper.

Martinigue,
Sc, yellow-green.

Senegal.
5. vellow-groen.

Port Sazid—Messrs. Whitfield King send us
stamps to complete the set chronicled last month.

5S¢, vellow-green, suecharged ia red,
15, blue,
2uc. red on green,
30e. Lrown,
{0c. red,
30:. carmine,
1fr. olive-green,
fr. lilac,

” "

. black,

Germany.—We were a little previous in
chronicling the fuli set of the new German stamps
last month. We hear that only the values up to
80pf. have so far appeared, and the **mark"”
values will not be issued until two or three
months hence, The centennial post card was
issued on the st of January. The stamp is of the
new adhesive design, and is impressed in the right
upper corner, perched in a laurel wreath. The
sun rising from clouds in the left upper corner
has ** 1900 " printed across its face. The whole is
printed in green.

Post eard, 5 (pl) green on cream.

Morotco.—Post cards as well as stamps have
been provided for the German offices in Morocco.
Le T.B. gives them as follows ;—

Bavaria.—Again we are indebted to Messrs,
Whitfield King for the first sight of the new values
for Bavaria. The design is the same as the rest
of the set, as also are the perforation and water-
mark.

Adhesives. 2pf. grey.
3Upf, sage-green.
40pf. yellow,
8opf. lilac,

Hungary. The change of
coinage here is from Adrentzers
to  filler and  korona. The
values from 1to 60 fitler are
in one iype, depicting an
eagle poising above the * Iron
Crown’* of Ilungary. The
rumerals of all wvalues, are
in Dblack on an uncoloured
tablet helow  the crown.
The high wvalues 1 and 5k.
bear a portrait of the Emperor or, as he is here,
King, wearing the iron crown. The figure of
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value is in black, as in the lower values. There
is also an orange newspaper stamp of a new

design. All these stamps have the watermark as in
the last issue.
Adhesives.

1, dark grey. 251, pale blue.

2f. yellow. ¥ 30f, orange-brown.

3f. orange. S01. lake-red.

41. mauve. 60f. say. -green.

5f. emerald. 1k. red-browu.

3k. grey.green,
Newstaper stamp (no valoe) orange.

8{. warone.
10f. rose,

Portugal.—Macao. Last month we described
provisional adhesives for this town, and we now
hear of a new post card of the same series. It is
the 2avos (Vasco da Gama) with the value barred
with four lines, “ Provisorio™ printed at top and
new value 1avo at the bottom of the stamp.

Post card. 1 avo on 2 avos, rose on grey.

Portuguese Indies has also been provided with a
new post card. Stamp of current design.

Post card. § tanga green on butf.

Salvador.—The  Monthly Circulay states that
new post cards have appeared here, but no parti-
culars beyond the following are given.

1 centavo olive un salmon.
2¢, brown on greeu.

2 x 2c. »

3¢, blue on blue-grey.

3 x Jc. blue, ,,

Siam.—From the same source we learn that a
new set has appeared including the undermentioned
values, design is something similar to the last, but
with the head of the king in profile.

~ Adbhesises. 1att dull green.

2 atts grass green.

3a. red and blue.

4a. carmine.

8a. green and yellow,
10a, indigo.

12a. lilac and carmine.
24a. lilac and blue,
64a. lilwe and brown,

United States.—/lhilippines. The U.S. 50c
has been surcharged for this archipelago.

Adliesive. 50c. orange.red.

Uruguay.—The 2¢, 5c and 10c have been sur-
charged ** OFic1AL.”

Adhesives.  2c¢. orange, surcharze black,

5¢. dull blue, '
10c. lilac, .

—_—tr—

Bestruction of
Obsolete Retsfoundlaud Stamps.

Since their lapse in the matter of the Cabot
issue, the postal authorities of Newfoundiand
seem determined not to resort to the wicked
practice of making money out of stamp collse-
tors. As evidence of this we know how the
plates of the said Cabot issue were destroyed in
the presence of several officials a month or two
ago, and now we hear that all remaining stamps

ur' .

of obsolete issues have been destroyed by fire.
Mr T. C. Hawkins, of St. John's, Newfound-
land, kindly serds us a cutting from, the
« Official Gazette,” of Jan. 5, 1900, which
gives the particulars :—

‘ We hereby certify that we were present on
Wednesday, the 3rd inst., at the **Royal
Gazette” Office, and on Thursday, the 4th
inst., at the General Post Office, and did see

the following obsolete stamps first defaced by

the printing press, and afterwards burnt.

No. DenoxM. Face Var.
49,717......... 2 cents, grey ......... $  994.34
40,638......... 3, slate........ 1,219.14

104,569......... 5 ,, blue......... 5,228.4p
34,422......... 6 ,, pink...... 2,065.32
92,966......... 10 ,, black 9,296.60
27,162......... 24 . blue ......... 6,518.88
69,663.........12 ,, p. brown ... 8,358.36
~ 2,668(C.1) 3 ,, Cabot ...  79.74
11,342 ,, b ,, by e 566.10 .
Total ......... rrernrerarsiraees .. $34,327.93

ARTHER MEws,
Deputy Colonial Secretary.
{ GEeoraE CoEN,
Deputy Minister Finance.
Gro. W. LEMgssuRriEr,
Acct. General Post Office.
E. DEevEREUX,
Post Oftice Imspector.
WiLLIaM CAMPBELL,
Stamp Clerk, G.P. Office

We hereby certify that we were present at
intervals on Wednesday, the 3rd inst., at the
“ Royal Gazette " office, during the defacing of
the Postage Stamps enumerated in above certifi-
cate ; and that on Thursday, the 4th inst, we were
present and did see the aforesaid stamps des-
troyed by fire at the General Post Oftice.

J. ArLex RoBINsox,
Colonial Secretary,
J. A. McLeob,
Manager Bank of Nova Scotia.
J. O. Frasgr,
Postmaster General.
F. C. BerTEAU,
Cowptroller and Auditor General.

There is is no doubt, therefore, that these
stamps have been effectually awept out of
existence. We have not heard what are the
values now in use. The issue with royal por-
traits only accounts for the §, 1, 2, 3, and b cents,
the obsolete issues prior to the Cabot set have
basn destroyed. Therefore, thera can now be
no high values left but those of the Cabot issue,
and the plates for printing these having been
destroyed, a new issue of the higher values is
practically certain when the present stock is
sold out.
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Philately at home,

The London Philatelist for January contains
the paper on ** The early issues of the Argentine
Republic” hy T. W. Hall which was read
before the Philatelic Society, London, on &th
of January last. This contains some most
valuable and useful information on the working
of the Post Office and the stamps of the Re-
public from 1862-67, in the course of which Mr.
Hall upsets the hitherto accepted theory that
the Hc rose of the 1862 type with the narrow
0" was the first issued. These are his words :
“ In most of the catalogues the type of the 3c.
with narrow ‘*c¢” is considered the first type.
What has led to this entirely erroneous opinion
is a matter of speculation only. 1 believe it
was at one time suggested that, owing to the
large quantity of the 5c. printed, two moglds
were made in order to hasten the printing—an
argument which refutes itself, as if tiine pressed
it would not be needlessly wasted in making
two matrices.

‘“ As a matter of fact, it appears pretty clear,
for the following reasons, that the nairow “c¢”
type was issued much later than the broad *“¢,”
and probably not until some period in the year
1864.

1. No used copy of the narrow “¢” type
has ever been found with a dated stamp can-
cellation earlier than 1864,

2. Of the broad *“¢” type with (and slightly
later without) accent I show copies used from
January, 1862, onwards.

3. The only existing stune in the possession
of the General Management of the Post Office
is of the second type.

4. All known reprintings are of the second
type.

“ Monsieur Marco del Pont calls attention in
his article to the fact that almost all the used
stamps of the broad *‘ ¢ " or fimst type from mid
1863 onwards show that the stone was worn
out, and only printed the central medallion, the
value, and part of the lines surrounding the
stamp,

* There is little doubt that the matrix of the
first type of the dc. was destroyed by or by the
orders of Posados about the time. :

*“On 13th May, 1864, the Bank and Mint de-
livered up all the articles which had been
deposited there and used in the manufacture of
postage stamps, and among these were three
lithographic stones for-5, 10, and 15c. stamps, .
The matrices for these three were fairly cer- -
tainly not in existence then, as they are not
scheduled amongs;: the list of the articles the
Bank gave up! and when Lange, the litho-
grapher, wished to reprint these stamps,
he had to make use of the only matrix he could
get at, viz. the type of the be. with narrow 0.

‘* Au hefore stated in this paper, the new 1864
platz of the Rivadivia head was much delayed.
The hroad **c¢” be. plate had worn out ; more
bc. stamps were requisite, and conseyuently
there was nothing for Posados to.do but to get
a second matrix, and this he did ; hence the two
types. It is pretty certain that only the last
two printings were made from this plate,
that is to say, 144,060 stamps. Unused genuine
originals of the narrow ‘“¢™ & ¢ stamps are
scarce. This second type does not valry much
in colour, and is only found in slightly different
shudes of brick-red—a colour, be it noted by
the way, that was never used for the first type. -
The arrangement of the plate is the same as
the first issues.”

The Stimp Collector, published and edited by
Mr. J. A. Margoschis, is the *“Junior Stamp
Collector " in a new guise ; that it is & great imn-
provement there i8 no doubt. Mr. W. Kiihn
writes about the stamps of Finland in a very
interesting manner.  ** Philatelic Tit-bits, a
monthly competition of Queries, replies and
prizes "’ is another prominent feature. Tastefully
got up and well printed as it is, Mr. Margoschis
may look forward to a large roll of readers. .

Stamps for January contains the last instal- -
ment of Mr. G. R. Francis’ article on ¢ The.
Stamps of Western Australia,” which dealy .
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with the revenue and telegraph stamps used for I we think is a bad arrangement. Among the

postage, and officials. From it we learn that
the Jong lilac revenue stamps were authovised
for postal use but that the earlier ones—the
ordinary postage stamps surcharged I R.”—
were only tacitly allowed to frank letters and
.are very scarce 8o used, though dealers sent a
fair number through the post as experiments.
The ‘* officials " are treated in a very summary
fashion, and we are advised not to collect them
at all unless they are on the original envelope
or at least part of it, because of their liability
to forgery. We think this advice is bad, as no
collection is complete without them, and so
long as the holes show the proper measurements,
collectors are practically safe.

The Stamp Collectors’ Fortnightly.

After a supension of four months, pending
the liquidation of the Hilckes Co., The Stamp
Collectors’ Fortnightly awoke on the 23rd Dec.
last refreshed, and with Mr. Percy Bishop as
sole proprietor and editor. We are sure that
in his hands there should be a long life hefore
it, and the three numbers which are before us are
as bright and pithy as ever. Moreover, we are
promised that there will be neither unpleasant
personal paragraphs nor pages devoted to trade
disputes in the future, and as Mr. Bishop is not
connected with the trade in any way, all doubts
on that score may be safely laid aside. As re-
gards the  mechanical get up,” as ity editor
styles it, there is an undoubted improvement.
The cover is in a very pale grey shade instead
of the hopeful cerulean tint with wlich it has
always been associated, and beyond this the
paper is move substantial. The contents are
readable all through, but perhaps *¢The Col-
lector's Guide to Values,” which is & serial, is
the most interesting feature.

In No. 127 we find an article exposing the
latest philatelic fraud. The English 1d. red
imperf. has been fraudulently perforated, thus
turning a common stamp into the comparatively
scarce ld. red, small crown, die I., perf. 14.
Many of these stamps have the black maltese
cross obliteration which is extremely rare on
perforated stamps, and command good prices.
To Mr. Charles Nissen (who discovered the
forged 1s. green Great Britain) must be credited
the discovery of this fraud.

Ewen's- Weekiy Stamp News

comes to us with great regulatity every Satur-
day morning, and though it has only been in
existence in its enlarged form for four months,
we have already amassed a tidy collection, in-
cluding a variety with the coloured initials of
the title misplaced. In reading it we always
experience much difficulty in picking out the
* news " part from the advertisements, which

notes in the number dated January 20th, we
are gravely told, * It is not generally known "
that old Russian stamps may bé found with two
different perforations, some being 143 x 15 and
others 124. We are afraid this is Weakly
Stamp news, Mr. Ewen'@ On the subject of
English stamps, however, as might be expected,
we get more exclusive information. An in-
teresting note on the relative rarity of plate
nos, of English stamps, with and withont gum,
tells of the extreme rarity of the id., plate L,

.unused with gum, only one unused block show*

ing the entire watermark being known. The
notes in E. W.S.N. are almost always interest-
ing and the new issues up-to-date, and the
whole is strong evidence of Mr. Ewen'’s untiring
energy.

Three new Philatelic Journals have come
into being during the past month,

The first :—

Morley's Philatelic Jonrnal, has been started
by Mr. Walter Morley of Catford, and though
ita title embraces all forms of stamp collecting,
fiscal and revenue stamps have first call on its
space. It is edited by Mr. A. Preston Pearce
who is well known as a writer on fiscals and
than whom there is no better authority in this
particular line. Many readers no doubt re-
member Mr. Morley's Fiscal Philatelist, a peri-
odical which was started severzl years ago,
but was discontinued after a short life, as the
fiscal movement was not strong enough in
Great Britain to support it.  Since then there
has been a progressive increase in the number
of collectors interested, and the knowledge of
revenue stamps has propovtionately increased.
Since the decease of the Fiscal Philutelist,
Railway letter stamps have also begun to claim
attention and in the new venture, this and
other hy-ways of Philatsly are to be carefully
explored. Though there is great promise for
the future, it must be said that the tirst number
is rather meagre, and the editorial distinctly
states that the journal will be conducted on
quiet and unobtrusive lines. There is an air of
solid respectability about M. P.J. that should
commend itself to all lovers of Railway and
revenue stamps,

Mekeel's Weekly Staomp Nerrs was the second
new paper to reach us, but it can only be called
new in one sense as it has already com-
pleted 13 volumes in America. Its proprie-
tors however, have decided to issue English
versions, and the number before us is the large
booming edition which has been issued to give
it a good start. It is the exact antithesis of
the last mentioned new comer, as tha quiet and
unobtrusive lines are quite absent. There is
no doubt that No. 1, is a wonderful two pen-
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nor'th, for besides 14 long illustrated and
descriptive articles on the firma who hava takan
the largest advertising space, there is plenty
to read under the headings ‘ London as a
Philatelic Centre,” **Great Barrior Island’s
Pigeon Post,” etc., while there are notes from
Washington, New York, Boston and California,
and various other features. On the cover
is a portrait of a gentleman with the
words ‘1. A. Mekeel, Publisher, St. Louis."”
in bold type beneath. The well known
features of the Duke of York, however, prevents
any misunderstanding, and Mr. Mekeel is de-
picted inside, Mors than half the articles are
by a well known English writer who has either
adapted himsclf to American ideas of spelling
or been mercilessly treated by American com-
positors.

Postal  Crrds  and  Covers, a quarterly
magazine, is the third journalistic new issue of
the month. In this, collectors of impressed
envelopes and posteards will tind solace for the
neglect under which they have laboured for so
long. It is published and edited by Mr. Walter
T. Wilson of Leeds, and the subscription is
1s. G6d. per annum. Mr. B. W. Warhwst
discusses in a readable way, whether usel
or unused should be collected and statzs ths case
for each, but without suimming up. Mr. W. S,
Webb surveys the general position of postcards
and envelopes in the collecting world to-day.
and is very hopeful of the future. We are
pleased to see that the reduction in prices in
this part of Gibbon’s catalogue is regarded, not
with dismay, but as affording a sounder basis
than the ornamental prices quoted bhefore
allowed. In this way people may take up the
collection of postal stationery with more confi-
dence. The only thing we objest to in
¢t Postal Cards and Covers ” is the recognition
of pictorial posteards, as we find two pages de-
devoted to this subject. Personally we should
have preferred something 1aors legitimataly
philatelic in their place. Wo trust that the col-
lection of pictorial cards and the pursuit of
philately will never become confused.

e — O

Philately in the States.
0
NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF THE
GENERAL POST OFFICE OF THE
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS.

(Filatelic Fucts & Fullucies. —Sax Fraxcisco).

{Continued from page 20, Vol. X, No. 109.

The next letter is from Pogtmaster-Genoral
Brickwood to the postmnaster-general of Italy,
and bears the date of July 27, 1867,  According

to prosent catalogue values the Italian post-
mastsr-general roceived a very fair exchange.
The letter is as follows : * I have the honour
to acknowledge the receipt of your communica-
tion under date of May 4th, enclosing six
specimens of 20c Italian postage stamps, and
have pleasure in forwarding you herawith
specimens of Hawaiian stamps, viz: 1 of be
Kamehamsha IV. (old), and 10 of 5¢ Kame-
hamcha V. (new), 8 of Kamehameha IV, (old),
and 16 of 2¢ Kamehameha IV, (new).”

A letter was addressed to the Postmaster-
Goneral of England under date of Sept. 6,
1867, in which James Austin, chief clerk at
the general post office at Honolulu said : 1
am directed by the Postmaster-General to
acknowledge receipt of your communication of
July 10th, requesting that six apecimens of the
new 2c¢ stamp issued in the Sandwich Islands
be forwarded to you. No new Z2c stamp has
been issued. The only postage stamps in use
are the 2's and b's, the former bearing a portrait
of the late king, and the latter of his prasent
Majesty. Six specimens of the former have
been forwarded to you on July 27th, as
requested in your communication of May 29th,
and stating that no later issue has been mads.”

"T'here seemns to have been considerable con-
fusion on the part of postmasters of interior
towns regarding the rates to be charged, and
wo find another letter bearing on this subject
written by Mr. Brickwood November 2b, 1867,
t> Rev. J. S. Green, postmaster at Makawao,
Maui, as follows : ** In answer to your enquiry
I heg leave to say that all letters addressed to
the United States, the Hawalian postage on
which has been fully paid, will as heretofore be
forwarded to their destination according to
treaty stipulations.”

The Post (ffice Assistant (a copy of
which I forward you herewith) published in °
New York under the supsrintendence of an
ofticer attached to the General Post Oflica,
Washington, has been my guide for the ratss of
postage to be charged on letters to all parts of
the world. Ten cents U.S. postage per half
ounce on all letters to or from the Hawaijan
Islands, and 2¢c on newspapers. The Hawaiian
postage on letters is bc per half ounce and 2¢
on newspapers. It is optional to prepay postage
on lett:rs, but postage on printed matler and
newspapers shall in all caszs bs prepaid. Any-
ons wishing to pay through postige can do so,
as herstofore, by aflixing on ths cutside of the
letter the proper amount of postage in Hawaiian
and United States stamps, or in Hawaiian
stamps altogether, as this oftice is accountabls
to the Unitad States Governmont for all postags
paid in cash or Hawaiian postage stamps.

A lotter was sent to F. Shepard, president of
the National Bank Note Co., New York, under
date of April 13, 1868, in which the postmastor-
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general of the Hawaiian Islands remits $150 in
exchange in payment of a further supply of 2e¢
stamps to that amount. The following portion
of the letter is rather significant: “‘The
postmaster-general desires that no order for
Hawaiian postage stamps be attended to unless
the official stamp of this office as above be
attached to the same.”

April 16, 1868, a letter was addressed to the
postmaster general of Peru by direction of Mr.
Brickwood, in which it is said : *‘‘I have the
honour to acknowlege the receipt of your
communication No. 2894, dated Lima, Dec. 11,
1867, and received at this oftice on the 28th
ult., covering spscimens of Peruvian postage
stamps for his acceptance. 1 enclose you
herewith specimens of each denomination of
Hawaiian postage stamps now in use and out of
use. The two bc stamps with head and the
two with figure 5 in the centre are out of use,

and are the last of that issue remaining in this
oftice.”

= %% o8 oa
Philately on the Continent.

THE REPRINTS OF PORTUGAL
AND COLONIES.

(From the ‘* Timbre Poste.”)
{ Continuved from page 19.)

AZORES.
Issuk of 1863,

b reis black,

10 ,, yellow-orange

20 ,, bistre

26 ,, carmine

60 ,, pale green

80 ,, ,, orange

80 ,, deep
100 ,, violet
100 ,, lilac

Issue of 1868.

5 reis black
yellow-orange
bistre

carmine
yellowish-green
dark orange
violet

120 ,, blue

240 ,, bright lilac

Issve or 1871-1879.

2% reis olive
5 ,, black
10 ,, pale yellow

IMPERFORATE.
surcharge black
bR "

1" b3
" "
1" k2]
1Y k2 )
" " 7
13 ¥y 1

bR 1
PERFORATED 134,

surcharge carmine,
’e hlack

" bR1
kAl "

Perrorated 134,

surcharge black.
. carniine,
v black.

10 reis grass-green
16 ,, pale red-brown
20 ,, olive-brown

25 ,, carmine
B0 ,, yellowish-green
80 ,, orange
100 ,, greyish-lilac
120 ,, bright blue
1560 1] " "
160 pale yellow
240 ,, violet
300

1A "

Issue or JaNUany. 1880.

surcharge black

11 111
" 1
L1 | X

Perr. 133

25 reis milky blue surcharge black.

.26 ,, dull

" ”"

Issve or May, 1880-1881,

b reis black
256 ,, greyish-lilac

"

25 ,, reddish-violet v v
80 ,, blue . "
ANGOLA

| Issurs or 1870-1885, PErr. 13}
b reis black 40 reis bright blue.
10 ,, paleyellow. 40 ,, pale yellow.
10 ,, ,, green. 50 ,, pale grey-green.
20 ,, ,, brown. 50 ,, blue.
20 ,, carmine. 100 ,, pale violet.
26 ,, pale rose. 200 ,, s OTANgE.
256 ,, lilac. 300 ,, greyish-brown.

CAPE VERDE,

€5 reis black.

10 ,, pale yellow. 40 ,
10 ,, ,, green. 50 ,,
20 ,, ,, brown. 50 ,,
20 ,, bright carmine. 100 ,
26 ,, pale rose. 200 ,,
25 ,, bright lilac. 300 ,,
GUINEA,

5 reis black

10 ,, pale yellow "
1) " sy green 1]
20 ,, ,» brown '
20 ,, bright carmine ,,
26 ,, pale rose v
25 ,, lilac '
40 ,, bright blue v
40 ,, pale yellow v
50 ,, ,, yreen v
50 ,, bright blue v
100 ,, pale violot v
200 ,, orange "
300 ,, greyish brown v

3

Perf, 13}

surcharge black,

bR

40 reis bright blue.

pale yellow.

»y green.
bright blue.
pale violet.

,, OTADYE.
greyish-brown.

surcharge carmine.

black,

"
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Wlell=known Philatelists. |

No. 2. —Mz. W, DORKING BECKTON,

Mr. W. Dorning Beckton is, like Mr. Oldfield,
whom we portrayed last month, of the genus
*active collector,” and takes as much interest
in organising anything— ’

principal medals at recent exhibitions. Among
them we may mention his magnificent eollection
of Greece, for which he obtained the gold medal,
and also Mr. Castle's silver medal at the London
F.xhilition of 1897, while on the same occasion he
carried off the gold medal for his general collec-
tion and a silver medal for Straits Settloments.
The following year Mr. Beckton sent his Japanese

to Calcutta, and was

awarded a silver medal

whether it be an exhibi-
tion, n society, or a pic-nic

—as he does in the acqui- !
sition of a rarity for his
magnificent collection of
stamps or an unspeakablv
nan:ed orchid for his orchiidl
house. Like Mr, Oldfield,
too, Mr. DBeckton is n
member of an old estab-
lished firm of solicitors, but
Manchester and not lon-
don is the szenc of his
labours.  Parenthetically
we remark that itisa prob-
lem for those who deride
what they are pleased to
call the elnldish and absurd
pursuit of Philately, to ex
I'lain why so many of our
promninent collectors are
members of the legal pro-
fession, a calling to which
the saine critics are always
ready to assign a very large
degrec of shrewdness and

Kl there, and last year at the
Manchester Exhibition he

received a gold and silver

medal for West Indies,
and a silver medal for
Rouniania.

The present position of
the Manchester Philatelic
Society as the liveliest and
most pushing Society in
England, is in a large mea-
sure due to Mr. Beckton's
untiring enecrgy as Dresi-
dent. lle was chairman
of the committee of the
Manclhester Philatelic So-
ciety and was on the kx-
ccutive Committec of the
I.cndon I xhibition in 1897,
He is also a member of the
council of the London I’hi-
Intelie Society, Vice-I’resi-
dent of the Phil. Society
of India, and Vice-Presi-
dent of the 1.I°.U., and is
e not merely an ornament

hard-hendedness.

Mr. Beckton began col.
lecting 1n 1879, and since that time has gone
about it so thououghly that his collection is now
without doubt onc of the threc largest gemeral
collections in England; we speak, of course, with
reguards to its comprehensiveness. Though always
a general collector, he las occasionally paid par-
ticular attention to certain countries with the
resuly that he has obtained a lion's share of the

i

in these positions but takes
o Lkeen interest in the welfare of any body with
which he associates himself.

It is no exaggeration to say that Mr. W. Dorning
Beckton is a philatelist first and a collector
afterwards, His study of the stamps of Greece
culminated in the wonderful work from his
pen which "appeared some ycars ago in the
Philatelic Record.
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Snnfh Australian ¥arieties
Simplified.

By M. Z. KutTNER.

Although the stamps of Oceania have long been
among the most sought after by philatelists, i1 is
surprising how little attention was paid to one
section of them—the stamps of South Australia. All
the earlier magazine articles are more or less in-
accurate; nor can the London Society's wotk
‘*Oceania’ be considered by any means in-
fallible.

But in 1894 all this was changed; Messrs.
Napier and Gordoen Smith brought out a Hand-
book that for the first time resolved chaos into
order. Unfortunately, however, their work, though
splendidly accurate and complete up to date, was
felt to be not only exhaustive but exhausting by
that large majority of '*philatelists” (?) who
want everything brought down to the comprehen-
sion of the average infant. And so South
Australian stamps, after a slight spurt, steadily
declined in popularity.

As instances of the average feeling with which
they are regarded, 1 may mention that I have
been repeatediy informed in all but the plainest
of language that my sFecia]izing in that country
was an obvious proof of lunacy, while one friendly
dealer, who is rather more polite, never fails to
congratulate me on my pluck in tackling such a
tremendous labour.

Now this attitude is simply absurd ; for although
I have striven to get used and unused specimens
of every variety however minute, of the General
and O.S. issues, a thoroughly representative collec-
tion may be made at the cost of a very small
fraction of the time and troub'e I have had ; while
even now the careful student may pick up some of
the greatest rarities for a mere nothing. Several
of the most valuable and interesting stamps in my
collection have been added during the past year
or so0, and have in many cases been acquired either

from well known dealers or at auction under the |

eyes of less careful specialists.

The whole secret of the arrangement and co'lec-
tion of the earlier South Australian stamps lies in
the study of two varieties of star watermark, and
four varieties of perforation. Of the latter the
first is roulette, and then come three perforations,
gauging respectively 11§, 124, and 10.

That is all—at least so far as the early larger
sized stamps are concerned. The small penny and
twopenny values are found with two varieties of
crown and SA. wmk—the earlier having the
letters wider apart than the latter, and with a
slightly different shaped crown.

In these series of articles I do not propose to
adopt any very strict chronological order ; my
intention being, after I have fully described the
differences in the star wmk., to go through all
the chief varieties of perforation found in the
early, large sized stamps, until their superses-
sion ; then to do the same with the smaller stam, s
(9d, 104, 1d and 2d). After which the later
designs will be taken chronologically.

The two Varieties of Star Wmk.

Of these the first star which was in use until
1875, has long and sharp pointed rays, two of
which are rather longer than the other four, so
that when the star is looked at in its normal
position, it appears narrow and drawn out. The
second star on the other hand has all its rays of
nearly the same length, the points forming far
more obtuse angles than in the case of the first star.
Besides this the second star is generally so deeply
impressed in the paper, which is softer than tgat
first used, that it is almost always very visible.
The first star on the contrary is I{'equently very
difficult to detect if the paper of the stamp be at
all thicker than usual.

An easy way of comparing the two stars is to
remember that all imperf, rouletted, or perf.
and rouletted large sized stamps must bear the
* first star,” while all varieties of the 8d and the
current issue of Jarge stamps perforated with large
holes, must be an ** second star "’ paper.

The Imperforate Stamps.

These consist of four values—1d, 2d, 6d, and 1/-,
of which there are at least two distinct sets—those
printed in London by-Messrs. Perkins, Bacon &
Co., and thése printed in the Colony.

The London prints may be easily detected by
their clear impressions and the practical absence of
shade varieties. The penny is a clear dark green,
quite distinct from any other shade found for that
value; the 2d is an equally clear carmine, and the
1/- a rich dark violet. This latter stamp was
never issued though half a million appear to have
been sent and to have mysteriously vanished. From
time to time stray copies have turned up, but these
have evidently formed part ot the * Great
Unused.” 1 have also reason to believe that a
comparatively large number might come on the
market at any moment, so the stamp seems
hardiy worth the £10 or so that it ucually fetches

Genuinely unused the penny is a rare stamp, the
2d fairly common, while the 6d in mint state
requires a lot of finding.

As a matter ol curiosity I may add that I have
the set with full gum, but with the * cancelled "
postmark found on the early Chilian stamps. This I
believe was done to stamps given away by Messrs.
Perkins, Bacon and Co.

Of the Colonial printed stamps, the penny is
found in both })ale and dark yellow-green, the
latter evidently from an imperfectly wiped plate,
the 2d ranges in shade from the deepest blood-red
(sometimes also from an unwiped plate), to a pale
salmon ; the 6d is found in at least two distinct
shades of slate-blue, while the 1/- appears in orange.
For those who like such things, there is a variety
of the 2d printed on both sides.

Unused, these stamps are all of extreme rarity. I
have never heard of a specimen of either shade ol
he penny, while only avery few specimens cf the 2d
blood-red, the 6d slate blue, and the 1/-
orange are known, On the other hand a small
number of 2d pale red, mostly with gum, but more
or less soiled, appeared a year or two back. From
the appearance of the specimens I should say that
they probably formed part of a block of about 20
or so, and that no more are likely to turn up,
Used, none of the London printed stamps are rare,
the penny in spite of its catalogue value being
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rarely obtainable. The 2d and 6d are common.
The Colonial printed penny is very hard to find
with satisfactory margins or dated postmark (which
must be very early in 1859), the dark shade in good
condition, being worth at least thrice as much as
the other. The 2d blood red is common enough,
but often refuses to turn up in good condition when
wanted —especially in strips. The 6d slate blue
is a most underrated stamp. In the Hand-book
Gibbons quoted it at 8/6; 1n their next catalogue
at 15/- ; it was then reduced to 10/-, but has now
been put up to 20/-. Even at this price it is not
dear, as I do not know where to lay hands on more
than about 40 copies all told. The 1/- orange is
another over rated stamp, as large finds both of
that and the 1d London print were made some
few years since, In pairs and strips the Colonial
printed pennies, 6d and 1/- are pretty rare. It is
worth noticing by the way that imperforate
Colonial printed stamps with postmarks later than
March 1859, require to have very good margins.

The First Rouletted Stamps.

These are simply the later printings of the im-
perforate Colonial printed stamps, which were
issued rouletted early in 1859. The values are 1d
yetlow-green (both shades), 2d rel (shades varying
from a medium to pale red and salmon colour, the
blood red having apparently b2en u<ed up), 6d
slate-blue, {both shades), and 1/- orange. Unused
and even used, the 1d and 6d are rather hard to
find in the exact shades of the imperf. issues; the
2d is fairly common : while the 1s, though rare un-
used, ir pretty plentiful used, though, as with most of
the succeeding stamps, evenly centred copies of all
values require much searching for.

Of this issue both the 2d and the 1s are found
printed on both sides. The former is not extremely
rare, but generally turns up in very bad condition.
Tha 1s is decidedly hard to acquire in either a
good, bad or indiflerent state. In this connec-
tion care should be taken not to confound the
twice printed variety with the one that merely has
a set off " on the reverse side. Owing to the
shape of the letters denoting the value, this mis-
take is far from unlikely—indeed. I remember one
specimen that for a time deceived quite a number
of persons who ought to have known better.

The Later Rouletted Stamps.

Herein the collector of shades can revel to his
heart's delight. All the foregoing values occur,
together with two new ones, the 4d and 2/, both
fairly good imitations of the design for the lower
values of the Nova Scotia cents issue, though bad
printing and rouletting decidedly spoil the effect.
The chief shades are as follows, those of each value
being given in some attempt at chronological
order,

The printings are, however, so many, and the
number of intermediate shades so great, that exact
classification requires a special eye for colour.

The 1d occurs in all shades of bright yellow-
green, blue-green, sage-green, and deep bright
green, the latter being supposed to have appeared
concurrently with the perf. by roulette series,

The 2d is found in shades of bright and pale
vermilion, though some of the latter are rather hard
to tell at first glance from the pale reds.

The 6d rejoices in practically every shade of
blue, dull purple-blue, greenish blue, bright purple-
blue, dull blue, ultramarine, deep blue, sky blue,
and Prussian blue. The latter was also issued
concurrently with the perf. by roulette series.
The dull purple-blce came out towards the end of
1859, while the rest appeared in more or less
higgledy-piggledy fashion between 1860 and 1868,
Such at least is my opinion after having tried
hard to classify the shades by stamps bearing
dated postmarks, and having failed lamentably in
spite of the assistance of some 200 specimens.
The two chief shades of the purple-blue are easily
distinguishable, 'while the dull blue, ultramarine
and sky blue blend off so well as to give anyone
a fair excuse for ‘**bloating." The stamp which
causes most trouble to identify is the so-called
Prussian blue. The best test for it is to remember
that it is of a deep shade without a tinge of green,
practically the same as one of the shades of the
perf. by roulette issue.

The 1s occurs in lemon yellow, grey.brown, and
nearly all shades of red-brown, chestnut, and
chocolate brown, the latter, as usual, being very
hard sometimes to classify from single specimens.
Tne 1s. olive-yellow is merely a varicty of dis-
colouration. .

The 4d and 2s occur in comparatively slight
shades of dull purple and rose-carmine. At times
various stamps of this issue are trotted out as im-
perforate varieties. These varieties owe their
origin (1), either to manipulation with a scissors or
knife, (2), to having had ar first only ‘*blind”
roulettes, which have been ironed out, or (3), in the
case of pairs, to a combination of the first two
operations. As regards rarity, none of the shades
of the ld are really hard to find, though some
require more hunting for than others,

The 2d is very common used, and not at all rare
unused.

The 4d is not very difficult to get in either
state

Most of the 6d stamps, with the exception of the
dull blue are hard to get unused, some of the richer
shades being especially difficult to find.

The Prussian blue is an exfreme rarity, and 1 know
of only two or three.

Used, they are all attainable with ease. txcepting
only one cr two shades of the deep blue, and the
Prussian blue  Of this letter I have had in all 53
specimens, and have seen, [ think, only 2more. So
that the catalogue price of 6/6 does not appear na
extravagant one.

The 1/- yellow is very rare unused, and not over
easy to get used—in guod condition. The 1f- grey-
brown is fairly rare unused, and good evenly
centred used specimens though not uncommon,
have to be searched for. The shades of the 1/- red
brown are not particularly rare unused and
common used. The chestnut and chocolate shades
are decidedly hard to get unused, while used they
are about as plentiful as the 1/- grey-brown,

The 4d and 2/- are not very difficult to obtain
either used or unused—the great question being
that of price, on which buyer and seller may some-
times differ.

The Perf. by Roulette Stamps.

These are a comparatively simple lot. The
normal variety is 11§ x R, though the {d Prussian
blue and 1/- exist 124 x R.  Whether the latter is
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found unsurcharged for Departmental use is more
than I am prepared to say.

The colours and values are 1d blue-green
yellow green (shades) 4d, dull purple 6d
light sky-blue and Prussian blue, 1/- dark
brown and chestnut brown. Unused they are all
rare, the 1d being the only one at all frequently
seen, Occasionally the 6d Prussian blue and the
1/- turn up—at big prices—while the 6d light blue
and the 4d are the extreme rarities, only one speci-
men of the latter so far as I am aware being
known.

Used and in good condition, they are likewise
rather hard to get, the comparative rarity being, I
fancy, 6d Prussian blue, 1d, 1/-, 6d light blue, and
4d. The 6d light blue is an underrated stamp, and
the 4d is really rare.

The 6d 12§ x roulette is pretty rare used, and
almost if not quite unique unused. It is known
printed on both sides.

Of the 1f- 12§ x roulette I know little and
therefore cannot speak with authority.

( 70 be continued.)

Mew Leaves to Cut.

Gibbons’ 1900 Cataloywe (Purt 1, British

Empire).
“Is the new catalogue out yet?"” was the
question one heard on all sides dur-

ing January, and as the days went by and it
had not appeared, the query was put with
greater insistence. Since the second week of
February the formula has heen changed into
** What do you think of the new catalogue 1"
In answer to these questions we can now say
that we have seen the new catalogue, and we
think that it is a great improvement on the
last edition. Gibbons’ catalogue with each
successive edition hecomes, besides a priced
catalogue, a philatelic instruction book, and this
latest one contains more information than ever ;
and its pages are interspersed with numerous
cuts illustrating small varieties in different
stamps. In this way two enlarged illustrations
of dies I. and II. of the 1d red of Great
Britain are introduced, besides sections of the
34d red showing the ¢ secret” dot, a corner of
the 4d showing the hair line, the 14 and 16
dots of our current 1d, the plate numbers of
the 4d and 1d greatly enlarged etc. In New
South Wales the dies of the 1d and 24d of the
current types are clearly shown, as ave also the
differences between the local and native
printed ¢ Morocco Agencies” overprint. The
goneral illustrations are all from new blocks
produced by the photo process, and are all
much larger than before, and in the case of

the Indian Native States, they are full-size,
There are 23 extra pages in this edition
which can be accounted for principally by the
larger illustrations, t

With regard to the pricing we notice that
there are ups and downs all through, though
the downward tendency is the mnore marked.
In Great Britain this is particularly the case,
in fact the prices quoted for unused specimens
are in our opinion much lower than fine mint
copies can possibly be bought for., We can
find no justification for instance for the reduc-
tion of the 10d, 1865, from 20s to 178 6d, when
there is not a mint copy to be had in London
at the present moment, a fact which we have
personally verified. The 1d orange-brown,
small crown 14 has dropped from 60s to 7s 6d,
the 4d deep vermilion of 1863 from 15s to 6s,
the 1s orange-brown wmk spray from 30s to
205, the 4d vermilion plate 15 from 25s to 20s,
and the d4d grey, garter, from 20s to 16s. On
the other hand the 1d black has been doubled
wunsed, and prices for the medium and small
garter 4d, and other rarities have been omitted.
The £5 current unused still stands at £5 0s 3d,
a monument of solidity ! It is satisfactory to
note that in the case of English stamps the
flactustions are more apparent than real, as
there is very little reduction in the staple
varieties ; it is the shades and plate numbers,
which were extravagantly priced hefore, which
have come down.

The publishers have taken the somewhat
drastic step of leaving out all such stamps as
wre prepared for use, but never issued to the
pablic. As most of these have always held a
place in the catalogue with substantial prices
attached, it will take some time for holders of
this class of stamp to get used to the new
conditions. But apart from the feeling which
is sure to be aroused on this account, we believe
that the step iy a wise one, for a stamp that
was never used cannot possibly be a postage
siamp, any more than any other essay. The
vuly pity is that they were not thrown out
yzars ago before they attained the standing
they did. The first stamp in this category
that we miss is the * strawberry and cream”
coloured 14d of Great Britain, after which the
£d brown-lilac and the 1d black “V.R.”
are discarded. Others which have gone to the
wall are the British Columbia 24d imperf, and
10c and 1 dol CC, 14 ; the Ceylon 1s 9d green,
parf, the 1877 32 and G4c perf 14 x 12§, and
the 2r 60c¢c perf 12} unsurcharged, the 24c
parple-brown and the pence issue * Service ™
stamps ; the Antigua 6d no wmk, perf 11
to 13, and compound ; and the imperf; the
Mauritius 1858-59 red-browr and blue stamps,
and the 3d in red, and in black on 9d purple
(1876) ; the "Sierra Leone 6d imperf on blued
paper, the St. Helena 6d lake without sur-
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charge, and two or three othem.

An innovation is made in pricing several of
the obsolete Gambias in entire shests, but it
should have besn stated for the benefit of those
who may not know, that there are 15 stamps
on a sheet. The foreign money table has been
brought up to date with the heller and filler
coinage of Austria and Hungary, but the avo
currency of some of the Portuguese Colonies is
apparently omitted.

The new * Gibbons” must be voted =
great success, and as a philatelic hand-book it
is decidedly the most useful in the English
language.

O

@he First Issue of Ausiria.

DISCOVERY OF NEW TYPES.

It has just been discovered by Mr. M.
. Wassermann, a Germnan  specialist, that the
1850 issue of Austria and Austrian-Italy which
has long been known to possess two types each
of the 9 kreuzer and of the 15 and 45 centes,
can bo separated into two types for four other
values as well. It was first of all noticed that
in the first types of those already known, the
background of the escutchion is crossed by
white diagonal lines only, while in the 2nd
types, besides these diagonal lines there are also
white horizontal lines to beseen.  Examination
of the vther values revealed these differences in
specimens of the 2, 3 and 6 kr. and the 30
centes ; and further differences, though very
slightly marked, in the figures of value.  These
differences are thus explained in Le Pliloteliste
Franeais :—

3 KREUZER.

Type 1. The left side of the upper curl of the
3 touches the line framing the
inseription.
,» 11 There is a space hetween.
3 & 6 KrEUZER,

Tupe 1. The top of the figure touches the
framo.

,, IL. The top of the figure dves not yuite
reach the frame.
30 Cextes,

Type 1. The lower curl of the “3"is not
round, it is represented by an oval
directed towards the left at the top.

,, LI, This curl is of the normal shape.

Mr. Wassermann advances the following theory

to account for thess types. From the original
matrix, he suggests, two dies were made, one
containing the word Krenzer, the other the
word centes. From these two dies secondary
ones were made constituting a third series, and
bearing the figures of value. Finally the plates
were made with the clichés drawn from this
third series, after which the third series of dies
was doubtless destroyed. As certain portions
of the plate became worn, new clichés were
required, and recourse was had to « new series
of dies from the original die. The background
of the shield was at the same time retouched in
order to obtain better impressions. A begin-
ning was made on the plate with a few clichés
only, but by degrees the whole was made up of
these dies of the 2nd type. Mr., Brunner
possesses a pair of the 15 centes, showing the
two types together, and with dated postmark of
1851, which proves that at that time the plate
contained the clichés of both types.

‘0

WARNING ! !

VICTORIA, 1od GREY, FAKED.

A rather dangerous fraud is heing imposed on
the unsuspecting public at the present moment
in the shape of the 10d brown on rose Victoria,
disguised as the 10d grey. Comparison shows
clearly that the shade is different, but beyond
that and the fact that the watermark is 107
instead of 8" (which fact by itself is not
ahsolutely  conclusive) there is little to go by.
The paper has been rather too successfully
blanched, and shows suspiciously white, and
the impression being from an earlier printing
than the genuine grey stamp, is clearer than in
nine out of ten copies of the latter.  As we
have said, the wmk. * 10" does not actually
prove that the stamp is wrong, but as only two
or three copies with that watermark have ever
been heard of, this watermark is for all practical
purposes enough to condemn, and when com-
parison  with a genuine copy is passible the
matter is quite simple.  The genuine stamp is
of distinetly bluish grey, while the changeling
has a suspicion of green in the grey.  The man
who is offering this fake has several copies to
our knowledge, and his tigure is 78 6d a piece.
There is a bare posdibility that this man does
not know the charncter of the goods he offers,
g0 we shall not mention his name without
further proof.




44 PHILATELIC JOURNAL

oF GREAT BRITAIN. March 15, 1900

March,

1900, Report.
Honorary President— I

His Honour Judge PHILBRICK, Q.C.

Honorary Vice-Presidents—

VERNON ROBERTS, Manchester.
Rev. W, BELL., Cork.

President—

H. R, OLpFIELD, London.

Vice-Presidents—

W. DorNING BECKTON, Manchester,
H. L. HAYMAN, London.

Committee—

F. EMPSON, BIRMINGHAM,

W. HabpLow, London.

W. G. iHAwkINs, LONDON.

J. E. Josrrin, London.

W. B, KIRKPATRICK, Bournemouth.
S. C. Sxi1rTON. Salisbury.

C. I'. REED, London.

H. THoMmrsoN, lLondon.

B. W, WaArRHURST, London.

L. W. FuLCcHEFR, London.

HHon. Sec. and  Treasurer—
T. H. HinToN, 5, Paultons Square, Chelsea,
London, 5. W.
Hon, Exchange Superintendent—
Dr. MaRrX, 6 Haven Green, Ealing, London, \WV_

Hon.

B. W, WARHURST, 15, Paultons Square, Chelsea,
London, S.W.

Librarian—

Hon., Counterfeit Detector.
W. HapLow, 831, Strand, London, W.C.

Hon. Solicitors—
Messrs. OLDFIELD, BarTrRaM & OLDFIELD,
St. Stephen’s Chambers, Telegraph Street,
Moorgate Street, London, E.C,

MEETINGS.

Programmes for the season have been sent to
all members. Those willing to assist in filling
vacant dates, are requested to communicate with
the H on. Sec.

MEMBERSHIP.

Candidates for admission must be over 18 years
of age, and supply at least two satisfactory refer-
ences, They will then' be proposed for election,
and if no objection be lodged within fourteen days,
be duly elected. The Entrance Fee, /@& and
subscription B/= should accompany the application,
and will be refunded in the event of the non election
of the applicant. (The committee are empowered
to elect Life Members not exeeeding ten in number,
at a fee of twoguineas.)

NEW MEMBERS,

Mr. H. Lombard, Winchester, Mass., U.S.A,,
Mr. P. Loines Pemberton, 202, High Holborn.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Subscriptions for 1900 are now due and should be
forwarded to the Hon. Sec. who will then send cards
of Membership. Members who have not replied
to specinl application for their 1899 Subscriptions
will be notified as dropped for nonpayment of
Dues, on the Annual List of Members which will
shortly be forwarded to all Members, together with
;l(%%py of ¢ The Stamp Collectors’ Almanac’ for

900. _—

LIBRARY.

The Hon. Librarian acknowledges with thank$
Young Stamp Collector No. 1.

NOTICES.

The Fourth Meeting of the Season was held at
Essex Hall on Wednesday, Feb. 28. Present:
Dr. Marx (in the chair), L. W. Fulcher, W.G.
Hawkins, H. Thompson, E. Wetherell, M. Z
Kuttner, and the Hon. Secretary. Owing to the
unavoidable absence of the President, who was
unable to attend and give his display of Columbia,
Mr. KuttneT very kindly,at very short notice, gave
a display of his collection of the stamps of South
Australia. This collection which gained a Silver
Medal at the Manchester Exhibition, has already
been described to some extent in the columns of
this jourral, but the large variety of raritics,
shades, watermarks, and perforations, and also the
fine array of Departmentals, must be seen to he
appreciated, and a hearty vote of thanks was
accorded to Mr. Kuttner by those present.
Owing to the Sale in 2id of the War Relief
Fund being fixed for Wednesday March 28, the
next Meeting will take place at Essex Hall, on
Wednesday March 21, when the President will
give a display of his collection of the Stamps of
Columbia. All members and visitors are cordially
invited to attend

THOS. H. HINTON,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer,
Int. Phil. Union,
. b, Pavltons Square,
Chelsea, 5.W.
Mar. 5, 1900.
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REPORTS OF OTHER SOCIETIES,

SHEFFIELD PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

The ninth ordinary meeting of this Society was
held at 74, High Street, February 7,1900. The
President, Mr. Hunt, was in the chair ; the evening
was devoted to a display of the stamps of South
America, several large and fine collections bein
shown, which proved that this large continent was
not neglected by the members.

The tenth meeting was held. February 21st.
President, Mr. Hunt, being in the chair.

A paper was read by Mr. J. F. Pearce entitled
¢ Art in DPostage Stamps.,”  He commenced by
stating that the stady of ** Art in Stamps ™ added
more interest to philately. In giving a definition of
art as applied to this subject, he took it to represent
the state of anition’s progress or civilization, although
this did not refer to some of the semi-civilized nations
at the present time, as they sent out some wonderful
works of art, but in the case of older stamps such as
the early Mauritivs, British Guiana, New South
Wales and T'rinidad, these being native productions
of rough and ready style, a good idea of the state
of art might be seen in these varieties. The Colonies
in general, however, soun abandoned native art, and
obtained their postage stamps from home, and most
of these early issues furnished from England (the
work of Perkins, Bacon, and Co.), are the gems of
the engraver’s art.

But now the efforts of England, Germany and
other European countries sink into insignificance
Lefore the picturesque and attractive productions
used by the South and Central American States;
therefore our guide of art in the sense herewith used
cannot apply to our modern times.

After the reading of the paper the members freely
discussed its merits, and a hearty vote of thanks to
Mr. Pearce concluded the meeting.

Another meeting of the Society was held on
March 7:h, when a debate on * Used versus Unused
Stamps "’ took place,

The

THE PIILATELIC SOCIETY OF INDIA,

A general meeting of the Society was held on the
80th January, 1900, at Mr. Larmour’s residence,
No. 60, Bentinck Street, Caleutta, at 6 o’clock p.m.
There was an almost full attendance of members at
present resident in Calcutta, Lieutenant-Colonel
G. F. A. Harris being in the chair.

The following officers were elected for the year
1000 :— President, Mr. C. Stewart-Wilson, Lahore ;
Vice-Fresidents, Lady Coliin, Simla, and Messrs.
C. F. Larmour, Caleutta. D). P. Masson, Lahore, W.
Dorning  Leckton. Manchester; FEditor of the
Journal, Mr. C. Stewart-Wilson ; Sué-Liditor, Mr.
W. James, Caleutta; Honorary Zreasurcr, Mr. P.
A. Selfe, the Bank of Lengal, Caleutta; fonorary
Secretary, Mr. W. Corheld, 25, Mangoe Lane,
Calcutta ; Afembers of Conncil, the above ex-officio,
and Major L. E. du Moulin, Aldershot; Major L.
B. Evans, Sydenham; Major F. H. Hancock,
Jullupder ; Lieutenant Colonel G. F. A, Harris,
Calcutta; Major C. 11. I. Hopkins, Tynmouth ;
Professor O, V. Muller, Bombay; and Messrs. G.
A. Anderson. Tombay ; J. Cornwall, Lucknow 3 W,

S. Coutts, Penang ; T. Hoffmann, Calcutta; C. F.
Larmour, Calcutta; G. F. Melbourne, Tooting ;
Goodwin Norman, Calcutta; E. Sassoon-Gubbay,
Calcutta ; F. N. Schiller, Calcutta; J. A. Tilleard,
London ; and J. N. O. Thurston, Burmah.

Voles of thanks were passed to the retiring
Honorary Treasurers, Messrs. Loveloc{ and Lewes,
for their services.during the past year,Jand to all the
members of the Socviety who had acted as honorary
officers.  Mr. Corhield, on behalf of the Treasurers,
presented a provisional financial statement. Mry.
Selle placed upon the table an advance copy of Mr.
G. A. Anderson’s handbook on the stamps of
Bhopal, which will be issued to m(mbers of the
Society in the course of a few days.

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. M. P. Castle,
Editor of the London Philatelist, for a gift of 43
sets of unbound volumes 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7, with
supplements, of the Zlondon [hilatelist for dis-
tribution to members of the Society. The late
Secretary announced that he had presented complete
sets, so far as they are now available, of the
Philatelic fournal of India 1o Mr. ], E. Tilleard
and Mr. G. Johnson, B.A., the Secretaries of the
[.ondon and Birmingham Philatelic Societies, for the
use of their Libraries,

Mr. Corfield laid before the meeting a proposal
for the amalgamation, under certain conditions, of
the Philatelic Society of India with the Philatelic
Society of l.ondon, the Society retaining its in-
dividuality as the Indian section of the London
Society, on and from the 31st December, 1800, and
stated that he had sugpested a scheme with this in
view to the President in Lahore, who had expressed
his full aporoval of it. After a discussion the
meeting cordially accepted the proposal in principle,
and it was resolved that a special committee be
appointed, consisting of Lieutenant-Colonel Harris,
and Messrs. Corfield, Larmour, Masson, and Stewart-
Wilson, to approach the London Society by letter
with the ohject of ascertaining if they wouid be pre-
pared to entertain the proposal, and to report the
result of their enquiries to the general meeting of
the Socicty to be held in March next. The terms
of the letter will be published in a later issue
of the Jonrnal,

Mr.’C. F. Larmour exhibited the silver medal he
had been awarded for his exhibit of stamps at the
recent Manchester Philatelic Exhibition, and Mr.
Hoffmann exhibited his colicctisn of British ad-
hesives, which was much admirecd.

-
NOW READY.

The TIndex to Volume IX. of the PHILATELIC
JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN, consisting of
8 pages of compreliensive references, enabling the
reader to find in & moment any article that
appeared in the numbers for 1899. As a guide to
the New [ssues of the year this Index will be foun
most useful.

Price 3d.. post free 34d.

LI 7

From K|RKPATRICK AND PEMBERTON,

202, High Holborn, London, W.C.
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Types of (Ioilectom

No. 1.—THE “CONDITION CRANK.”
By SPECTATOR.

I know not where he was reared, but he was
evidently brought up amid the most refined sur-
roundings. One can imagine how, in his infancy,
a bed of roses made a fitting cradle; of what
polished silver was the spoon which fed him, and
with what precocious anxiety he would count his
earliest testh in fear of a missing perforation,
The gloss on his collars was doubtless the
wonder and admiration of his first schoolfellows,
pocket money he would refuse unless it were in
mint condition. With what mixed feelings he
would receive his first strokes from the cane,
the smarting being partly eased by the know-
ledge that he was getting ** early impressions.”
These, and many other speculations of a like
character are admissible when the ‘‘condition
crank,” in the prime of manhood stands revealed
before us.

For as a man we all know him, and stamp
dealers have especial reason to remember him for
his hypereritical fancies and his curious pecca-
dilloes. Stamps with a crack here, stanps with a
speck there, stanps slightly off contre, and stamps
with the tenth part of a perforation missing—
all these defects he easily detects with his
powerful microseope (an instrument with which
he is always armed) and he speedily casts them
agide. Pages and pages of rare stamps have
no interest in his eyes, some have bheen
breathed upon and some have bheen in loose
company—stamps  with a past can hope for
no recognition from him.  He knows what
he wants, and what he wants he will have—
even if it does mnot exist-—a stamp, perfect in
every way, fine colour, faultlessly clean, showing
all its teeth, centred with mathematical correct-
ness, speckless, starchy and trim; if unused,
the gum must be above reproach, and if used
it isindispensable that the postimark be invisib'e.
That is what he wants and that is what he will
have.

With all this he is the stamp collector rather
than the philatelist, for to a man who studies
stamps to discover their history or who collects
them to note the peculiarity and the phases of
their issue, the retention of many stamps in
some way defective is absolutely necessary, for
they may never turn upagain. Thus the faded.
the heavily postmarked, or the torn, are at
times as interesting as the most imn.aculite
specimens, but show the genuine * condition-
crank ” such a stamp and say ** This is particu-
larly interesting as it is the only one of this
type that has ever been found” and he will
reply ¢ Yes, but my dear wr, do you not

perceive how the third perforation from the
top on the right hand side appaars to have been
bent under " He does not collect picturas as
pictures, nor stamps as stamps, but stamps as
pictures.

In this way he will wade through book after
book at a dealer’s, passing many good things
with a fine scorn, but at last a stamp catches
his eye. It is a common stamp and its value is
perhaps a shilling, but in its calm beauty and
wondrous perfection it appeals to him a8
positively lustrous. A certain Shakeapearian
gentleman once said to a lady called Miranda
“1 am in my condition, a Prince,” and this
proud scrap of paper tries in the same way to
assime the importance of a  Brattleboro'.
Compared with it, the finest Sydney known is a
very distant Fiewr indeed. and no stamp
of Greece could hold a candle to it. It
immediately changes hands at five times its
catalogue price, the C.C. going on his way well
pleased. The dealer, however, is not at all
surprised to receive the stamp back the next
day, with this explanation :—

“ PERFECTION \'n,LA,"
HANWELL,
f April 1.
Dear Sin,

I am sorry to have to return the stamp I
hought of you to-day, the more so as it seemned
at first to be in every way suitable for my
collection, but on taking it from the envelope
I noticed, on putting it to my nose, that it
emitted a faint odour, so faint, it ix true, that
I cannot determnine what it is, and 1 have not
since heen able to detect it. You will easily
understand that I cannot now put this stanp
in my collection, so must wait until I get a
more perfect speeimen.

Yours faithfully,
C. KraxqQue.”

1 cannot help thinking that this gentleman
will soon give up collecting, as it is evident
that unless he confines himself to a very small
field he cannot possibly get one-quarter of the
stamps he wants in the only condition that will
satisfy him, and adding one specimen a month
to a collection will not keep enthusiasm
alive.

It is my private opinion that the ** condition
crank ” in a mild form is undoubtedly on the
right track, and his craze for fine specimens is
the result of much experience, often dearly
bought, but the thing can be overdene, just as
this sketch of him is.

[ The above contribution is forwarded for inser-
tion by an old subscriber, but it must not be
assumed that we agree with all he writes,. —
Epa. I.J. of G.B.]
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THE
@ollector’'s Catalogur Question.

The papers which have recently been read
before *“ The Philatelic Society ” on the subject
of a proposed collector’s catalogue have been
the subject of much comment in many of the
philatelic journals, and we cannot resist say-
ing a few words on such a tempting subject.
The proposition as first propounded to the Lon-
don Society by Mr. Nankivell was that that
bady should undertake the task of producing a
comprehensive advanced catalogue of stamps,un-
priced, which should include every known
authentic rariety. 'L his was a proposition which
considerably astonished Mr. Castle and his fellow-
members, and not unnaturally.  For the work,
to he done hy the compilers of the books on
Oceania, British India, and Ceylon, ete., would
be expected to reach the standard, if not in

voluminousness, at any rate in accuracy, of
those works. A catalogue of the stamps of the
whole world on those lines would rival the
Encyclopredic Brittanica in size, and as a result
we should expect advertisements in the London
Philatelist offering inducements to purchasers
in the way of gradual cash payments, taking
guineas for pounds and a revolving bouk-case
for £2 10s. 0d. to hold the tomes.

The question of expense was not the only
deterrent to this idea. The enurous amount
of work which would be entailed, and the im-
possibility of clearing up all at once the mys-
tories which still shroud the history of some
countries, which would be necessary to ensure
complete accuracy—these are difticulties which
are more fully appreciated the more advanced
one is in the study of philately ; and we do
not wonder at men with the experience of the
executive committee of the London Society
shrinking from the task.

Strange as it may seem, however, the propo-
sition in an amended form, viz. :—** That col-
lectors should produce a Standard Priced Cata-
logue,” received the fullest attention from Mr.
Castle and the Society, and it was only after
much perturbation of mind and marshalling of
all possible pros and cons that the idea was
abandoned as impracticable,

One of the reasons against the notion, ad-
vanced by Mr. Castle, was, ** That those who
jssue a price list should be prepared to sell at
those prices.” This is a very cogent argument,
the fact of which would hy itself mar the use-
fulness of such a work if it were produced, for
& man is more concerned with the price at
which a thing evn be hought than he is with
his friends’ idea of its value.

Notwithstanding the opposition of facts which
cannot be over-ruled, the Philutelic Record opens
its pages to the discussion under yet another
form. **Can collectors,” blandly inquires Mr.
Nankivell, ¢ by the publication of a Collector’s
Priced Catalogue, regulate the selling price of
stamps 77 Each month there is published an
afirmative and a negative answer. Nothing is
easier than to argue in favour of such a scheme
if the fundamental impossibility of the thing is
consistently ignored.

There is no trade on this earth in which
sellers do not fix their own prices ; and the
stamp tiade is not so different from all others
that this invariable rule should be broken.
Fancy a vegetarian shopping with his own
price list of vegetables as a guide, or a musician
trying to huy a piano at a price previously fixed
upon between himself and a committee of pianiats |
Of course the reply to this argument would be
that stamps are not necessities, and people are
not obliged to buy them. But we contend that
collectors are ubliged to buy them because there is
no other way of getting them, and they would not
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be likely to throw up the hobby just because
the prices in a catalogue [drawn up by them-
selves do mot_happen to be the prices at which
dealers can profitably sell them.

Supposing for an instant that such a cata-
logue were -produced and all dealers were com-
pelled to price by it, then the fact of the inde-
pendent valuing would create such a sense of
security among collectors that the stamp trade
would inevitably be benefitted by it—for a time.
But when the weak points were found out, and
the speculators started cornering cerfain varie-
ties, who but the dealers would know where
these hordes existed ¥ It would rather shake
the confidence of collectors in their own prices
when these speculators began to unload, and if
collectors should lose confidence in themselves,
where would stamps be then ? TLook at it how
you will, the collector’s priced catalogue is an
undesirable impossibility. '

HeX

Woles.

Under “* New Issues " in this paper it will he
seen that we are doing our hest not to chronicle
any stamps which have not yet heen actually
issued to the public. We are glad to say that
this endeavour has met with the approval of
many of our correspondents. but the matter is
not so easy of accomplishment as wmight be
supposed.  Last month, on the strength of
advertisements we had seen, offering the com-
plete set of new German stamps, we chronicled
all values up to five marks, now we learn that
the values 1, 2, 3 and b marks will not be issued
til April. In many Continental journals new
issues are announced, and even illustrated long
before they are actually issued, and it has fro-
quently happened that such stamps, though
undoubtedly ready for use, have never been
issued at all. The specimens from which such
stamps are described come from the office of

- the Postal Union at Berne, to which a certain
number of every new variety of stamp must be
sent before they can be used for postal
purposes.

L - . *

The following is a cutting from The (lobe,
which shows what infinite possibilities for good
or evil and for hetter or for worse, besides those
with which stamp collectors are familiar, might
be invested in a postmaster :—The Postmaster
at Melbourne, says a contemporary, has been
allotted a new profession. A young lady from
Kansas writes to him saying ; 1 want to find
out all abont your country, as our geographies
do not tell us much, if anything.” So far, the
young lady being a school teacher, the request
for information is desirable ; but she continues

inconseyuently—** You will greatly oblige by
giving this to some intelligent young man. not
burdened down by wife and children.” The
young lady was not so ignorant of the way
things lay as she would have us think.

- . . »

The legend on the first floor window of
number 61, Cheapside, proclaims the presence of
one J. W. Joner in the capacity of *‘Universal
Philatelic Provider.” In fact Mr. Jones is
now dealing in stamps on his own account, and
the Philatelic Provisions comprise all such
paraphernalia as stamps, mounts, books,
tweezers, etc. Readers of the Monthly Journal
will remember that Mr. Jones left the Strand
on account of ill health, and because the occupa-
tion was too sedentary. He therefore removed
to the more bracing atmosphere of Cheapside,
and the change seems to have done wonders
for him already.

Tue NEw HEALTH RESORT.

Oh ye dwellers in Strand !
=(Philatelia brand,
If dehility over you creep,
Do not hurry to Nice
To recover your peace,
You can do it in town on the Cheap,

» * * L

Mr. Proudfoot of St. Vincent has sent us
word that all old issues of St. Vincent except
4d, yellow, 6d. lilac, and &s. lake, to the num-
ber of 309,000 specimens in all, have been
destroyed by fire. He further adds that the
4d. yellow, it is thought, will also be destroyed,
and that the 6d. and 5s. will scon be sold out.
That all British Colonies will in time be inde-
pendent enough to destroy their remainders
instead of offering them to stamp dealers, is our
fervent wish. It will be seen, however, by
our advertisement coluinns that there is no
evident desire on the part of certain Colonial
Governnients to hecome so dignified all at once.
Any of our readers who have u speculating turn
of mind might direct their attention to the temyp-
tations offered in the matter of the Tobago

remainders.
L] . L] -

It ix satisfactory to learn, from a stamp
collector’s point of view, that the little Republic
of Andorra, which we believe is in northern
Spain, has applied for incorporation in the
sovereignty of that kingdom. 1f the applica-
tion be granted, which is a most likely event,
the said Republic of Anderra will lose the sem-
blance of independence which it has hitherto
retained. Is the hostile attitude of stamp
collectors towards stamps issued for speculative
purposes responsible for the attitude of the litile
Republic ¢ If so Philately assumes an altitude
of importance with which even the august
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Mr. Palmer, the self-styled ‘° Father of
Philately,” could scarcely have invested it.
But it is a fact that the Government of Andorra
have been long contemplating the issue of a set
of ;stamps, and designs have been submitted.
Now the idea seems to have fallen through, and
the independence of the little State is about to
be given up also. Is this cause and effect?
However, if stamp albums will never contain a
place for Andorra, we must make room for
Zuritzerland, unless the latter name is a little
joke of the compiler of Messrs, Puttick and
Simpson’s auction catalogue, in which we found
a certain 4 rappen stamp classified under that
heading.

'e]
TO SCOTTISH PHILATELISTS,

The followwing letter has been forwarded to us for
publication.

February, 1900,

Dear SIR OrR Mapaw,

At a Special Meeting, on the 22nd of
January, it was agreed that an appeal be made
to all Stamp Collectors in Scotland, and to all
Scottish Collectors abroad, to contribute from
their best duplicates towards the War Relief
Fund.

A committee has been constituted to receive,
and to assist in arranging, classifying, and
mounting all stamps sent in, for the purpose
of being sold by auction.

A well-known auctioneerhaskindly consented to
give his services gratis, so that the gross proceeds
will go to the Scotsman Fund. A sale will take
place as scon a4 A sufticient quantity of stampy
has been received. This sale will be duly
advertised, and catalogues forwarded on applica-
tion to the Secretary,

The following memhers are authorized to
receive and acknowledge contributions :—

Avam Smarn, Hon. Pres., 13, Cornwall
Street, Edinburgh.
R. 8. Ricuarpsox, Hon. Vice-Pres., 52,

Georfze Street, Edinburgh.

C. M. PeLHAM BCURN.
ANDREW HEXNDERSON,
ALgxis THowmsox.
Dr. F, W, Havrralx,
Dr. A. 8. CuMMING.
Dr. J. M'LAREN.
D. 1. Siusox.
W. BoxNaR,
R. KEgrr.
D. W. FrLeMING
J. HUNTER.
W. B. WALKER.
and
WILLIAM FISH, M.A,,
Hon. Sec. and Treas.

18, Montpelier Terrace, Edinburgh.

Mr. Fish, the Secretary of the Bcottish
Society, has also written the following letter

to the Scotsman in which newspaper it
appeared on Jan. 25th,

* MONTPELIER TERRACE,
‘ EDINBURGH, 23rd [January, 1900.

¢ SIR,— Much has been done, and willingly done,
in the sad sweet duly of providing for the urgent
needs of the widows and children of our soldiers
who have fallen in South Africa; but much more
is needed, and therefore the members of the
Scottish Philatelic Society, at a special meeting
held last night, desired to show how they could
help you in your noble work.

‘The number of stamp collectors nowadays is
legion ; and it is matter of fact that many States
throughout the world owe their existence to-day,
with well-flled coffers, to the issue of pretty
stamps, not necessarily required for paying postage,
Lut wused by unheeding philatelists, or stamp
collectors, to fill up blank.spaces in their albums.
Very recently the Transvaal Government itself
added very materially to its income by issuing a
commemorative stamp. Hence, no doubt, to some
extent, the supply of guns and ammunition in the
hands of the Boers.

""Frue philately will never urge the issue of a
stamp for anything but real postal purposes, how-
ever successful that course would be in raising
funds. But the Scottish Philatelic Society feel
that they can usge, and they do so most earnestly,
that all stamp collectors in Scotland, and all
Scottish collectors ahroad, should look out their
best duplicates, and send them tome, as secretary,
at the above address [or to other members of
committee—see accompanying circular], in order
that they may be disposed of by sale at auction.
A well-known auctioneer has consented to give
his services tree of charge, so that the gross
proceeds will go to the Scotsman Fund.

*A distinguished Edinburgh member of the
Society has sent his son, a gallant young officer
in the Seaforth Highlanders, to South Africa.
Another member from Greenock has volunteered
to go out on the Medical Staff. Those of us at
home will constitute a committee, and freely and
heartily give our help, after the mapner of our
pastime, by carefully classifying and arranging into
lots all stampssent in. All who are interested in
our endeavours could greatly add to our success
by Lecoming purchasers at the sale.

* To those who would contribute, I might quote
for consideration, the advice of a Major in the
Royal Artillery, well beloved by all philatelists :—
““ o not send stamps with corners off, but good
saleable copies. There will be demaged specimens
enough sent home before the war is over—bad]{
perforated, cut close; and too many, alas! will
have been obliterated altogether. Our soldiers
aremen of a right good stamp. Send a few good
stamps to show that you think so.”—I am, &c.

‘* WILLIAM FISH, M.A., Hon. Sec’”

— oY)

Particulars of our THIRD Prize Competi-
tion will be found on page vi. of Advertise-
ments,
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Under this heading we chvonicle only those
stamps which to the best of our belief have
actually appeared.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

British Guiana. We hear that the 2c. of the
current type has the iabel containing value and the
name in rose instead of orange.

Adhesive, 2c. lilac and rose.

British Honduras. We find we have omitted
to chronicle the 5c and 25c¢ surcharged Revenue,
which are being used ror postal purposes.

Adhcesive. 5 cents blue, surcharge black,

25¢., brown and green, ,,

Cape of Good Hope. A correspondent at
the Cape sends us a specimen of the {d, green 1896
issue, printed in a deeper green than usual, and he
states that there was an issue in this shade in
August of last year.

Ceylon. New postcards and a letter card have
been i1ssued here, both bearing stamps cf the same
type as the 5c. postcards.

Postcard. 6 cents carmine.

6 by 6c., ,,
Letter card.  6¢, dark green on Bue,

India. Kishengarh. A space will have to be
found in our albums now for the stamps of this
State, which lies about the centre of the Rajputana
district of India. Concerning this place we cut the
following from the Philatelic Journal of India.

“The first stamp used
appears to have been an
impression of the current
lithographed 1 anna fiscal
stamp in green on an enve-
lope. Unfortunately we
have been unable to get a
copy of this stamp plain
enough for reproduction.
It is 22 millimetres square
and ccntains the arms of
the State in the centre. sur-
mounted by the words Tikat Raj Kishergarh in
Hindi letters, while the top label contains the word
Kishengark in English, and the lower label ¢k anna
in Hindi, preceded by O»nc and succeeded by Auna,
both in English. The envelope is of laid paper,
size 78 by 136 millimetres, with an embossed tress
on the flap representing a rose.”

The same journa! then illustrates two stamps
which are supposed to have succeeded the one

described. The designs are of the primitive kind
with which the Indian Native States have familia-
rized us. In the centre the arms of the State are
depicted, and an arched label at the top contains
the words *“ REVENUE AND PosTace.” The value
is in a label below the arms, and the name
** Kishengarh '’ at the bottom of the stamp. The
/*.J. of I. gives the following further particulars,

These stamps are found
both imperforate and pin-
perforated roughly. They
are also used for stamping
cnvelopes of the same kind
as those already described.
The adhesives are all on
white wove, but are appa-
ently produced in any
colour that comes inhandy.
So far we have seen—-~

Adhesives.  § anna, imperf., yvellow-green,
. . ultramariae.
” "~ carmine,
» perf.. yellow-green,
” . ultramarine.
” imperf., dull purple.
Envclopes. § anna, ultramarine.

1 anna, purple.

We have also seen a Re 1 stamp with a design
almost precisely the same as the § anna. It was
blue-green and perforated. We do not, however,
suppose that this is actually used for postal pur-
poses. The State has only two offices, one at
Arain and the other at Kishengarh. The only
postmark used is a double circle with the words
Arain (or Kishengarl) Ray £.0. The date is in-
serted in the centre in red ink.

Malta. ‘the A7./J. describes a new form of the
Registration envelope, size L., with the tongued
flap and “ Thoes. De L.a Rue and Co., Patent’” under
it like the G. size of 1895,

Reg. Env,  2d. blue, H.; new shape.

Mauritius. We find an extraordinary freak
illustrated in the 7. .B.Z. This is the provisional
4 cents on 3 cents wrapper, reconverted to its
original value by having the **4" barred with two
red bars, and the figure ¢“3 " in red printed above,

Weapper, 3 (cents) red on 1 cents black on Jc. ereen on
butt.

New Zealand. The following values of the
1882 to 87 issue are now being used in the colony in
place of the pictorial issue.

. black, perf. 11, wink, N,Z.

1d. rose, "
2. purple, ,,
td. brown, .
1 - brown-red ,,

Adhcesives,

Queensland. The 1d. wrapper now bears the
stamp of the type with figures in al} four corners,
Wrapper.

Sarawak. The A /. describes a new set
similar to the old design but lettered * I'ostage ™ on
Loth sides.  Defore this set came out it was appa-
rently necessary to issue yet another surcharge, this
being 4 cents on G cents green of 187l sur-

Ll earmine on Luft,

~ charge red.
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The new issue is as follows :—

Adhesives, 2 cents green,
4¢. carmine.
8¢. yvellow, value in black.
10¢. ultramarine.
f 12c. mauve,

vl 16¢. orange-brown, value in green,
25¢. brown, value in nltramarine,
50c. olive, vilue in carmine.

L dol. carmine, value in green.

Straits Settlements. Negri Sembilan. The
D.B.Z. announces three new provisionals, all sur-
charged on the tiger type stamps.

Adhesives, 4 cents on 3v, lilac and carmine, surcharge
in Llack.
4c, on He, ultramarine, surcharge blaek.
4c. on Be. lilac and ultramarine, sircharge
greenish black.

Iahang. The same journal states that provi-
sionals are also appearing here. One is the Perak
4 cents, head of tiger, surcharged ** Pahang " across
the middle, and the words *- Four cents® without
period beneath. The sccond 1s the 5c. Perak sur-
charged '*Four cents.”

Adhesive, Four cents on Perak Bets., lilae and blnc
surcharge black,
Four cents on Pahang 5ets., lilac and olive,

surcharge black,

Tasmania. We illusirate the pictosial 2d.
chronicled last month.

BEER W

e s ev

'. e AYTHiTWw o ko

Trinidad. 7e¢ 7.7°. says that an unpaid letter
stamp has been made by surcharging the * Fee™
stamp of 3d. with the words *“ SurciHARGE '0ST-

> 'Y
AGE.

Postage Duce. 3 peucee lilar, surcharge black.

Western Australia. Mrn W. Wurtele has
shown the American Journal of Philately a 1)
Revenue stamp which had been postally used.

Revenue Stamps used for Postage.

Is. lilae, perf., wmk.
crowh and W_A,

—

OTHER COUNTRIES,

Austria. The list of
stationery of the new issue
of the Austrian Empire is
now an imposing one.  Of the
ordinary stamps we belicve
all have now appeared, which
iwith those mentioned last
monthy aumber fourteen in
all. Several unpaids have
also arrived with newspaper
stamps, postcrrds, ete., as
follows. We illustrate the
newspaper stamp; the unpaids
are in the design of the last, but with * heller”’
instead of “kreuzer.”

stamps and

pesta

Adhesives, 2 heller grey,
30l red-violet.
SUh. grey-brown,
60h. brown.
Ikr. carmine-rose,
2kr. grey-lilue,
4kr, grey-grecn.
TUnpaids. 2 heller brown,
6 . .
BnBoo,, .,
Newspaper Stumps. 2 heller dirk blue,
Gh. orange.
10h. brown.
04, red.
Wearper.  3h. trown on brownisk,
Postenrds,  Bh. dark green, (dentseh-slav),

Sh. “ {slewtschi-illir-ital).
3 x ab. " {(dentech),
5% Hh. " {deutseh-poln-ruth),

Austrian Levant.  The American  Journal  of
Philately announces the appearance of a wrapper
here.

Weapper, 10 par on 3 hr. green

Bosnia.—We have received the 3 heller of the
new series with figures cf value at bottom.

Adhesive. 3 heller, pale ochre.

Hungary.—Many shades can already be fouud
in some of the values of the new issue. For
instance the 1 fil. varies from pearl grey to dark
grev, the 5 fil. emerald green to yellow green, and
the 10 filler from rose to carmine. The following
stationery has also been issued,

Letter-cards, 6 fi',, areen on grey green,

W ., brickred.

Enselope. 10 ., rofe on white,
Posteards, 4 ,, bLrovwnon butfl
Ly b, " "

e REECH DL Fose,
10 ., carmine,

Bragzil. —Messrs. Whitfield, King & Co, have
sent us specimens of the 50. 100, and 200 reis of the
current type in new colours, conforming to the
Pcstal Union requirements.

Adhesives, 5 reis, green.
) ,, rose.

a0, bine,

Bulgaria.—The American Journal of Philately
states that twe values of the current set have
appeared on thicker paperand in entirely different
shades, which are given as follows :—

Adhesives.  2s, slate grey, thicker paper.
s, yellow, -

Columbia.—The Afonthly Journal has received
the 50c. in & new shade, and perf. 13 x 12 instead
of 12 all round. It is further stated that the arms
in the centre of the design appear to have be.n
slightly touched up.

Adbesive.  S0¢., mauve on ilae, perfl 13§ by 12,

Cartagena.—We hear that from the same cause
that necessitated the provisionals recently
chrunicled, staraps cf lc. and 2c. had to be made
frcm blocks of the 5c¢. and 10c. by cutting off the
labels at top and bettom, and inserting the word
« Coxreos ! at tep, and the value at bottom.
T'arts of the old figures of value can still be seen
: lter the new value has been put in, and from this
it can be seen that bzth the new values were made
f-om the same plate. In the shect of 60 every
\0th stamp is a converted luc,, while the rest are
all made from the old 5¢. blocks. They are
roughly perforated and have the wavy lines
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printed across them like the provisional 5 and
10c.

Adhesives. lc. lrown on bhuff,

2c,, grey-black on buff,

Denmark.—Iceland. A new value has appeared

which is printed in two colours.
Adhesive. 1 aur,, grey aud blue.

Eucador.—In completion of the current set
we have to chronicle the two high values 1 and
5 sucres, and also other values surcharged
“ OFICIAL” completing the set,

Adhesives. 1 sucre, yellow-brown with Ukack centre.
»  viclet

! 1" "
Officiuls. 1 centavos, orange surcharge black.

b centavos, " .

| sucre, . .

3 sucres,

b 2

France.—Dakomey., In January we noted a
25c. for this Colony, and now we have the Ic. in
the' same tyge, no doubt the whole set will soon
appear. The D.B.Z. also chronicles an envelope
and a postcard.

Adhesive, le. black on grey-Llue.

Envelope. 3c. yellow-green on white,
Posteard, 10c. black on greenish.

French Guiana —From the M. P.Z,
Envelope. 5c,dark green on white,

Oceania.—From the D.B.Z.
Fuvelope. 5c. lark green on white.

Germany.— Morocco. Last month we omitted

to give thelist of postcards under this heading.
They are

Postcarde. 5¢. on § pf., green, surcharge in bLiack.
5by 5e, on 5 by 5 pl., green, surcharge in
black,
10r. on 10 pf., carmine, surcharge in black.

10 by 10c. on 10 by 10 pf., carmine, surcharge
in black.

Japan. — Chinese Offices.
The full set of Japanese
adhesives have been sur-
charged  ** CHINA”  in
Japanese characters for
use in the Japanese offices
in China. Messrs. Whit-
field King and Co., have
kindly favoured us with a

sight of these stamps.
The surcharge is in very
small characters at the

bottom of the stamps, as will be seen in our illustra-
tion.

Adhesives. 5 rin, grey surcharge red
1 sen pale brown . "
2., ., green " .
3 ,, chocolate " Llack
4 , rose " "
9 ., yellow " red
8 ,, bistre " .
16 ., dull blue " Wack
15 ., violet . .
20 ,, orange " .
25 ,, pale emerald " red
5 ,, brouwn " black

1 yen, carmine

" "

Liberia.—Mr. Hayman has favoured us with
the changed colours for the low values of Liberia.
The types are as beforo,

Adhenives. I centgreen
2 ,, red, centre black
5 ,, pale blue, centre black
1 ., gieen surcharged * 0.8." inred
2 ,, red and black, sureliarged ** 0.5.” in

black
5 surcharged

pale blue
* 08"
Salvador. —Besides those chronicled in Dec.
the 1c, brown, official, is announced as having
received the wheel surcharge.

Adhesive, 1 cent brown, official, surcharged

and black,
in red

Siam.—We illustrate the types of the new
issue described last month, from a specimen
suppiied by Messrs. Whitfield King.
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Sweden.—Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. send
us anew 1 krona value. It is printed in 2 colours,
the frame being deep rcse, and the head of the king
a pale grey . the effect is rather pretty,

Adhesive, 1 krona, decp rose and grey, wmk crown

United States.—Cwba. According to 1.B.Z,
this island has been supplied with unpaid letter
stamps of the U.S. surcharged “ CUBA " above,
and value below (in two lines) in cents de peseta.

TUnpaid letter stamps. 2 cents claret,
in black

10 cente claret, surcharged
in hlack

surcharged 2¢

10c.

Philippings.—These islands have also a set of
unpaid letter stamps surcharged ** Philippines,”
also an envelope, a wrapper, and two new values
of ordinary stamps, all surcharged on U.S.

Adhesives. 15 ernts olive green, surcharge in black

50 ,, orange - "
Tupaid letter stampz. 1 cent claret surcharged in black
2 ” " ” "
5 . . " "
., . " .
M
" Lo
- in red
yellow-green on manilla

wo, .

Fuvelope. 2 cents, red on ’\vhite
Wrapper. 1,
Venezuela.—Messrs
Whitfield King & Co.
have sent

.

us a set :
of provisionals  sur- P
charged ‘* Resellada <
RF.M.” in a fancy o
design as shown n the
accompanying illustra- 'é .
tlon. What the reason «
for this may be we have (¥

yet to learn.

Adhesives. SIcentimes, green, surcharge lLlack
10 " vermilion, surcharge black
2%, blue vy " .
50 tleck

1" "

1T boli'\lr. green
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Philately at home.

The London Philutelist for February contains
some interesting remarks by Mr. Castle on
the Dispersal of Collections. After noting that
several large collections have been broken up
lately, he goes on to say :—** It is inevitable that
changes will ensue in stamp ownerships as in
aught else human, and our immediate interest
is, selfishly perhaps, more keenly evoked by
the question as to what will become of the
stamps, or how their dispersal will affect our
own treasures. The answer to both these
questionings can hardly be separated, and
happily is of a nature that will not cause any
heartrending to the most timorous collector.
Experience, both past and recent, has shown
that where a fine collection is placed on sale,
the very fact itself whets the appetite of other
collectors, and, in a strictly parliamentary and
philatelic sense, the vultures never leave the
carcass until the bones are picked bare! Unlessa
in the case of some very difficult or little-
favoured specialised country the unvarying
experience has been that a veally good collection
is always depleted of its best things within a
few wonths, and practically becomes only a
remanet to be *‘absorbed into stock " within a
year or perhaps two of its first breaking up. It
would seem that there are always recruits ready
to fill up the vacant spaces in our ranks. no
more apposite instance of which could be found
than in the case of the collecting of our own
country’s stamps.  Without mentioning names
it will he conceded that within the past half-
dozen years the leading or prominent collectors
of British stamps have nearly all heen changed ;
the owners of the old houschold names one after
another placed their collections on the market,
and the wiseheads prophesjed, saying, ** Now
we shall see English come down,” ete., ete. Tle
very appeatance of these fine British collzctions
seemed, however to create an entirely fresh and
keen band of enthusiasts, who rapidly swallowed
all the delicacies, and, like Oliver Twist, are

|
(
!
i

l

now asking for more. The advertisements in
the philatelic journals, the inspection of dealers’
stock books, of auction lots, or of Exchange
Societies’ sheets, alike denote the steady
demand there is for sound and fine English
stamps. The reason of this is not far to seek,
i.e. a comparatively limited snpply. In the
case of a large proportion of sound stamps the
like condition also applies, so we need not
to worry our philatelic souls at the fact that our
neighbour is selling off. Rather may we rest
securely content with this prescience, that if
our stamps are as good as our neighbours’, when
their time comes they will just as readily find
new and willing ownership,

The Young Stemp Collector.—Yen, another
new paper’! It is this time the ‘' erest
tyro” who is catered for. Whether this class
is strong enough to support The Yowung Stamnp
Collector may be doubted. Of course beginners
are as numerous as ants, but we are afraid that
they are generally more bent on adding
materially to their philatelic ant-hills than on
feeding their minds with useful reflection. "Mr. -
Fred J. Melville, the editor of the newest
stamp paper has made a very fair startand in
**The Beginners Guide,” the first instalment
of which appears in number 1, there is much
that is interesting and useful. An interview
with the youthful prodigy of philately, Mnster
J. 8. Higgins of Manchester, who is only four-
teen years old, and has a collection of over five -
thousand varieties of British stamps, is certainly -
an encouraging spectacle to the heginner. The
paper is & monthly and costs only 1s 6d per
anmun, a price which few young collectors will
find extravagant.

The Philatelic Record is publishing an article
on “*The Stamps of Luxemburg' by F. H.
Oliver, in which approximate values are given
for the principle varieties unused and used. The
February number takes us to the 1880 Dutch
printed issues ; of this Mr. Oliver makes three
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sets of perforations, viz :—

A. All values up to 26c. 13 to 133
B. All values 124 to 13 x 12
. All values 113 x 12

The last is of course the variety which occurs
on all the sheets of the 12} to 13 X 12 stamps,
the printers being the same as for the Holland
stamps of the same period, in which this variety
is well known. Besides the above perforations
the writer gives a 20c perf. 12 all round, about
which he says, ¢ The 20c¢ perf- 12 is undoubtedly
a distinct variety, I have found the same per-
foration in several of the stamps of Surinam,
these being printed at the same establishment.
Collin and Calman in their *‘ Advanced
Catalogue” give the 1, 2 and 124 in this per-
foration, but 1 have never seen these, but they
omit the 20¢, which I have in my possession.”

A new feature in the Philutelic Record is
“The Forum” under which heading knotty
points of philately will be discussed by various
correspondents. In the last two numbers there
have been several attempts to guers the answer
to Mr. Nankivell's favourite riddle, viz. : ** Can
collectors by the publication of a Collector's
Priced Catalogue, regulate the selling price of
Stamps ?” Mr. Robinson in his attempt says
that collectors as a body are too lazy. But then
is listlessness any excuse for being Listless ?

Ewen's Weekly Stamp News is  inviting
collectors to send in particulars of the countries
in whose stamps they are most interested. As
a result of two or three weeks’ replies the
following list of the twelve most popular
ecuntries, with the per centage of votes which
each received, is given :—

1. Great Britain 334 per cent,
2. United States 12 .
3. Canada 8 ’s
4. New Zealand 43
0. St. Vincent nearly 3 ’s
6. Ceylon 2%,
7. Newfoundland 2
8. South African Republiecs 1%
9. Tasmania 13,
10. New South Wales 1 '
11. Spain and Colonies 1 '
12, Sarawak nearly 1 '

Of course this list does not represeat the
degrees of popularity of these countries amongst
all collectors, but only among Mr. FEwea's
customers and readers. We are certain that the
stamps of Great Britain would not attain such
an undisputed first place in a more general
census, and there is little doabt that several
European countries ought to make their
appearance above Spain in the list. 7The posi-
tion of ¢“Sarawak” is amusing ; where are
Japan, British Guiana, Roumania, Mauritius

and the other countries, which are supposed to

atbract specialists 7 If from the above list we
delete Great DBritain and South African
Republics, we have the names of the countries
which have recently issued the m st gaudy
stamps. The * new collector” is undoubtedly
responsible for the above table,

Philately on the Continent.

The ** Illustriertes Briefmorken-Jewrnal,”
Leipric.

The biggest efforts of British and American
philatslic journals to start the new year with a
sensational number of pages or exceptional
literary excellence, have been easily eclipsed
by Messrs. Senf Brothers, of Leipzie, in the
number of taeir publication which begins, what
is for Germans, through the wisdom of their
Emperor, a new century. This number con-
tains in ity G4 pages, besides a mass of good
reading matter, an epitome of all the new issues
of the past year illustrated by means of 94
blocks in coloier, which are defaced witha bar
struck across each. In the I.B.J., seven
principal colours do duty for the lot, therefore
it will be seen that only the general colours
and not the shades are indicated. Thus one
shade of violet is used for the new Dutch jc,
the Que:znsland 1s., aud the 3 milesimos
Uruguay, etc. But it would be unkind to
quibble at this bright idea because it does not
go far enough ; in effect it certainly enlivens
the paper wonderfully, There is also a very
good article on

The Stamps of British Guiana from
1850-1860

By THeonor Haas,

from which we will take extracts. After
remarking that the early stamps of British
Guiana are attractive to collectors prineipally
by the obscurity which long clouded their
history, and which in many particulars have not
yet been cleared up, the author states that there
is only one collector in the world who can pride
himself upon having a complete set of British
Guiana in his possession, and it is not diflicult
for us to guess who this kappy nan is. The
following notes on the 1st issue—the almost
unattainable circuler stamps of 1850-61-—are
very interesting. **'They are printed in black
on commmon coloured paper, though in the case
of the 4. pale yellow a very thin paper was
used. As regards the gumming of the stamps
hardly anything can be contidently aflinned, as
there are so few unused speciinens in existence,
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and absolutely none in unszvered pairs. The
belief that the gum is thick and whitey brown,
sometimes lighter and very thinly laid on, n:ay
be right. I, however, incline to the opinion
that the first issue were not gummed at all. 1
am contirmed in this belief by the circumstance
that 1 once saw a stamp (I do not remember
which value) that shewed the mark of a wafer
on the back, and that a Berlin dealer once
shewed me a 4¢ orange used on entire and
aftixed by a wafer.

** As regards the clichées in which the stamps
were arranged, several were set up in ordinary
printing typs, and then arranged on a plate,
from which the sheets were printed. The
figures in the centre were taken out and re-
placed by others as required ; at least, eight
types of each value have been collected. The
differencas consist in the broken or unbroken
circle ; in the position of the letters forming the
name of the country, and also in the numerzl
of value, the 2, for instance, having sometimes
a straight and sometimes a curved foot stroke.
The position of the stamps on the sheet was
as follows : —

0o 0 o Qo o 0 O [H]
o 0o o 8] o ]
0 0 (&} [S S Y [V 4]

““ As to how many stamps there were in each
line, or how many on the sheet, nothing is
known for certain, Unfortunately, the in-
dividual stamps were so near together,
especially in a vertical direction. that it was
very difticult to cut them out square. '[here
are no vertical pairs known, and very few
horizontal ones. This dificulty of obtaining
blocks has prevented the reconstruction of any
sheets, therefore we know nothing as to how
the types were arranged.

*“ The stamps were prepared by Hy. Mackay,
in the printing house of the **Demarara and
Essequibo Gazette ” in Georgetown.

*On July 1, 1850, the 4cyellow, 8c green,
and 12¢ blue were issued. As no lower value
was provided, we may suppose that newspapers
passed through the post without payment. As
alrendy mentioned, the 4¢ stamps are to be
found in pale yellow, printed on pelure paper ;
and a rather less inarked difference of paper
can be traced in all values, as in the issue of
these stamps no particular care was taken to
employ paper of the same quality throughout.
The same may be said of the colour of the
paper, as each of the values 4, 8 and 12¢, shews
a deviation to a greater or a lesser extent; the
4¢ shades off from red-yellow to citron-yellow,
the green of the 8¢ shows three perceptible
shades, and the 12c may be seen dark blue,
pale blue, and indigo blue, apat from minor
deviationa.

*These stamps are certainly not pretty ; in

fact they are so priinitive that their peculiarity
lies in their inartistic appearance.

** While the values named wers describ:d mors
or less nccurately in the year 1864 by G.
Herpin in the “Coll. de T.P.,” then by an
annonymous writer in the July 1865, number,
of the *‘Stamp Collectors’ Magazine” and
finally by Rondot in the ** Mag. Pitt.” of 1866
(wherein the colours of ths ¢ and 12¢ were
incorrectly given), no mention is made of arose
2c.  Stamp collectors were therefors surprised
when suddenly two stamps of that description
arrived in England. They werz a pair used on
the entire letter and were purchased by the
late Edward L. Pemberton, who was at that

time the principal English ecollector and
connoisseur. It was Messrs, Alfred Smith &

Co., of Bath, who found thess stamps, and
shortly afterwards two others of the same kind
followed, which, it is stated, Pembezrton also
purchased ; this I cannot guarantee.  Perhaps
people were dubious about their genuineness,
and Moens states as much in the “T.P.” of
May, 1878. Later on, after Pemberton’s death,
as I was told some years ago, the four stamps
were sold separately to various collectors who
found the price of the entire letters too
expensive.

** About the end of 1880, Mr. Luard, the
big collector of Guianas, found a letter with a
pair of 2¢ rose, and sont them to Europe ; the
letter is addressed to Mr. Joh Collier, Victoria
Village, East Coast, postiaarked 24th October,
1851, and is now in the largest collection in
the world, in Paris. Nevortheless it was
nearly two years before Mr. Luard could
point out to Mr. Bacon (the compiler of British
Guiana in the great work of ths Philatslic
Society, London), in an article in the
*“Timhri " newspaper, that according to infor-
mation received from the postmaster February
22, 1861, round Z¢ stamps were to be issued on
March 1st.  They served as additional postage
for letters that wers delivered at the house
instead of heing called for at the post office.
This arrangement was very soon abolished ;
still, isolated stamps were used for some time as
is shown by the above mentioned cancellation
of October, 24, 1851. Rather more than a
year ago, a letter was found in Georgetown
with 2c rose on it, and if I am not mistaken,
one or two others were discovered in the year
1890. So that now there are only from 8 to 10
of them known, which gives them a distinction
in point of rarity which resembles the two
Mauritius *¢ Post Oftice ” stamps.

** Before these stamps were issued the Post-
master General or some other ofticial wrote the
initials of his christian and surnama on them
with black, blue, red or violet ink, or sometimes
with & penoil.  The following initials have heen
found :—
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E.D.W.—E. D. Wright (official in the
colonial department of the post office).

J.B.5.—James Belton Smith (official in the
imparial department of the post ofiice).

W.H.L.—W. H. Lorimer (post official).

ET.E.D.—E. T. E. Dalton (postmaster-
gerferal),

HA.K.—H. A. Killikelly (postmaster of
Georgetown).

“The last signature I have not yet seen ; this
is either chance, or as I except, these initials
very seldom oceur. In isolated cases, stamps
of this issue have been found without any
initials ; this of course must have been due to
an oversight. This circular issue was only
available for the interior, while for abroad,
postage had to be paid in cash. In 1851, when
they became obsolete, the 4, 8, and 12¢ had
been in use for 18 months, and the 2¢ for only
10 months.

The succeeding four issues are eyually well
described, and all are illustrsted by fuc-similies
in culour, the *‘sugar paper” 4 cents of 1856
being particularly life-like,  We are sorry that
we are unable, through lack of space, to repro-
duce this interesting article in full.

Le Timhre Poste. 'The question whether the
2 reales 1801 of Spain ever existed as an issued
stamp, in blwe, appeared to have been satisfac-
torily settled in the aflirmative some weeks
ago, when it was reported that a Barcelona
dealer had found & specimen of it in an un-
severed block of 14 6 reales bliee. M. Moens,
it was pointed out at the time, always believed
that it was an essay and not an error of colour,
and this view was also held by most of the
authorities. But when the Barcelona report
came to hand there was a considerable flutter in
the philatelic dove-cotes, since the position of
81 prera Moldavia as the rarest European stamp
was seriously imperilled. M. Moens, however,
was unkindly sceptical of the DBarcelona find,
as we may see from the following which we take
from Le Timbre Poste.

¢t Several colleagues announce the stupifying
and improbable discovery at Madrid of a block
of 14 Spanish stamps of 1861, composed of 13
specimens of the 6 reales and one of the 2 reales,
printed in blue, and without ascertaining the
authenticity of this statement immediately pro-
claim that the question of the 2 reales blue is
answered conformably to the opinion of the late
Mr. Westoby, who maintained that it was a
printers’ error. Therefore we give the reasons
that make us believe it to be an obliterated
essay.

““Instead of forming hasty conclusions like
our colleagues, and remembering that the for-
geries of the first Spanish stamps came to us
from this country, we addressed ourselves to the

older of the wonderful block, M. Antonioh
Vines, who did not deign to answer us ; and on
confirming our lettsr we wera no more for-
tunate. n '

“One of our Parisian colleagues, visiting
Brussels, 4o whom we mentioned it, assured us
that the stamps wera bad, which would explain
the silence which the holder observes regardinf
us. If M. Vines does not trust us sufficiently
to send us his block, let him have it examined
by competent pzople. It seems to us a matter
in his own interest.”

() ——————

Le  Philateliste  Francaisk reproduces an
article from the Brigfmaren Jowrnul dealing
with the drawbacks of catalogues in which it is
argued that the latter are becoming too con-
prehensive, the reasons for which the writer
says are :—*‘* Ist. on account of the numerous
new issues, for which of course there is no
remedy ; and 2nd. because the catalogues exceed
the object purposed by the average collector.”
And he continues, - But let me hegin with an
axiom.—For a specialist, no catalogue is suth-
ciently complete ; consequently catalogues in
general are destined for the average collector,
and should therefore be compiled to serve his
interests, We advanced collectors should put
ourselves in the beginner's position ; he has
hought the Senf Catalogue with its 1200 pages,
and he immediately tries to recognise some
stamp or other by means of its lllustration.
Ah! here it is, and how easy it was to find it,
it is No. 1. But no, 1t is perforated, and No. 1
is not! Then it must he No. 8, The next
day he discovers that the stamp is No. 20, for
it has a watermark, while No. 8 has none,
Some days later, when the heginner makes some
progress he perceives that the watermark should
be CC. and not CA., therefore No. 20 is really
No. 30.  Again, shortly after this, he notices
that the words ‘4 cents ' which figure in black
on his stamp do not constitute a postinark but
a surcharge, therefore the No. 30 is neither the
No. 1 nor the No. 8, 20 or 30, but instead is
No. 40, The adventura becomes amusing, and
as the beginner has grown distrustful he again
consults the catalogue and discovers that this
some stamp exists with the surcharge *4 cents
Postage and Revenue,” and moreover with four
or five varieties of perforation ; but it is always
the same stamp, and then he exclaims * How
complicated !  Shall T have as much trouble
with each stamp ? I would sooner give up heing
a collsetor.””

It is certainly true that our standard cata-
logues are not models of simplicity for begin-
ners, and yet when he has learnt the technical
terms, these minor differences and varieties are
found to constitute the greatest merit in collecting
and go far to confirm & philatelist in his hobby.
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Wlell=khnown Philatclists.

No. 4,—Mu. M. P. CASTLE.

Our yportrait for this month is that of Mr. M, T
Castle, who is certainly the best known of all
English collectors.  Born in I~ 9 I~ Castle is
now 50 vears of age, and

from its incertion, in the fore-front of Philatelic
literature, in the conduct of which Mr. Castle has
proved himself to be o learned writer and a skilful
journalist.

During all this carlier period his attention, as
far as his own collection went, was confined to
Australinn stamps, and how far his own collection
went may be gathered from the fact that in 1894
he sold it to A essrs, Staniey
Gibbous for £10,000, which

for 35 years of that period
he has been interested in
stamps ; but it was not ull
1878 that he took up the
study of stamps seriously.
At once recoguising Philu-
tely as o seience in which
study was anmply repaid, he
followed it with all the
energy of his naturally ac-
tive teinperament.

He joined the London
Society in INTY, wned in 15410,
on the death of M. de Ysasi.
he was ¢lected to the Con-
mittee During the ten
succecding vears (the most
productive and 1mportant
mthe history of theSociety,
AMrCastle was o constant
attendaint at the meetings,
and indefatigable  worker
inthe compilation of the
Society's published books.

In 18491, on the untimely
death of Mr. Tapling, he

=

was the largest price ever
paid for a colliection of
stamps. His reason for
selling it was because he
found it very diflicult to
add anything to it that he
did not already possess
It contained upwards of
30,000 specimens, all in the
finest condition. The popu-
lar imagination will best
be moved by the fact that
there were more than GOUO
Sydney Views in it, in-
cluding 50 wnused. In its
forination many notable
collections were absorbed,
and it is safe to say that
10 one, starting now, even
with the purse of o mtllion-
aire, could ever hope to get
such a fine lot together

again. ) )
Shortly before selling his
Australians, Mr. Castle

started specialising Euro-

was elected Vice-I’resident
of the Society, which posi-
tion he has held with conspicuous suceess ever
since.  Shortly after his aceession to this position
the Society decided to issue a inonthly journal of
their own, to he the organ of the Suvetety, Mr,
Castle, who for the two or threc preceding ycars
had Leen contributing articles to the Philatelic
press, naturally became the editor of tlus publica-
tion, and The Londcn Philatelist has always been

peans, and his colleetion of
these is now e as remarkable as was that of
his Australians. Only a few months ago he parted
with his used Europeans at a very large price, bus
the acquisition of wrused ones will probably occupy

him for some years to come. _
We trust he will often startle us with some

unsuspected discovery as he has dome in the
past.



58 PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN.

April 20, 1500

Sonth Australian Parieties
Simplified.

(Continned.)

By M. Z. KUuTTnNER.

The Perforated Stamps.

The classification of these issues involves the
consideration of what is generally held to be an
almost insuperable obstacle to the formation of
a representative assemblage of South Australian
stamps—the number and sizes of the varieties
of perforation. Asa matter of fact, however,
these latter can be far more easily arranged than
most people think. Messrs. Smith and Napier
have proved that the printers started work in 1867
with two machines, one gauging 114 and the
other 123. The latter being the longer one,
was generally employed to perforate the vertical
rows, About three years later another machine,
gauging 10, was used either separately or in ¢on-
junction with one or both of the previous ones.
No machines of any other gange were employed
until the introduction of the one gauging 13 in
1893. The varieties sometimes chronicled as
gauging 94, 11, 12 and 13 may therefore be
ascribed either to inaccurate gauges and guaging
or to single specimeus in which the wearing of
the needles or other causes have produced devia-
tions from the normal sizes. In any case, these
varieties are hardly worthy of very serious con-
sideration. In this connection I may mention
that pairs and blocks of stamps are known show-
ing the two smaller sizes of perforation (11}
and 12}) in one straight line. This, however,
is probably due solely to some of the needles
having become damaged and replaced by others.
Such variethes are simply curiosities, nothing
more.

Now as to the number of collectable varieties
of perforation. In the Handbook, a somewhat
appalling list is given of the combinations of
the two smaller sizes, while the addition to
these of the large-sized cne (10) is referred to in
almost as much detail.

For my own part I have striven to obtain
each and every one of these very minor varicties,
my object (in which I flatter myself I have met
with some success) having been to make my
collection the most complete in this respect that
could ever be got together.

At the same time I candidly admit that I do
not think anything is to be gained by following
my example, while I am perfectly certain, from
the manner in which my collection was formed,
and the facilities T had for going through large
quantities of the various values, that it would
be utterly impossible for anyone starting at the
present time to obtain more than, say, about 80
per cent of the varieties I possess.

The course I would advocate, both for the
general collector and the specialist, is the inclu-
sion of the following typical varieties, which,
indeed, show all that is really needed, viz.,
stamps gauging respectively 114, 113 compound
with 124, 10, 10 in compound with 113, 10 in
compound with 123. To these may be added,
if desired, a specimen of each value showing the
three gauges in combination. There is nothing
very revolutionary about my suggestion, a simi-
lar plan having beon most successfully adopted
not long since in connection with the stamps
of St. Vincent and other colonies,

In fact, the only people likely to suffer would
be the spectacleinakers, and the purveyors of
perforation gauges, the saving of eyesight and
stamp measuremnent being ahmnost incredible,
Personally, I estimate that in forming my col-
lection 1 cannot have measured less than 7,000
to 8,000 stamnps on all sides, while I have ex-
amined not far short of a million of the com-
moner varieties. Looking back upon the result,
I hardly think it was worth the trouble, and
my advice to others is that of the celebrated
though anonymous preacher, ** Do as 1 tell you,
not as L do.” 1 have gone into this matter at
some length, as, in my opinion, the proper un-
derstanding of this branch of the subject is
absc'utely essential to success in collecting South
Australian stamps, 1 will now deal with the
vurious kinds of perforation in detail.

t.—The u3 and uj by 123 Stamps.

The values tound with these sizes of perfora-
tion are 1d., 2d., 3d. (formed by printing the
4d. stamp in blue and surcharging it ** 3 Pence ”
in a straight line), 4d., 6d., 1s. and 25, Of each
value, except the 2d., there were two separate
issues, the earlier appearing towards the end of
1867 and during 1868 (except in the case of the
3d., which was first issued in Aug ust, 1870) and
the later during 1871.

The 1d. is found in practically all shades of
blue-green and yellow-green, the first printings
being distinguishable by the comparative light-
ness of the colours and impression and the clear-
ness of the perforation, besides which the shades
ean generally be almost exactly matched from
the perf. x roul. set, Unused specimens of
the early printings are extremely rare, while
they are very far from common used and in
good condition.  Kven of the later issuc wint
copies require much hunting for, and are, in my
opinion, extrenely underrated, while perfect,
lightly postinarked specimens are  decidedly
worth buying at the present quotsd prices. My
own experience leads me to believe that this
stanp in practically sll varieties of perforation
is far more diticult to obtain in good condition
and fairly evenly centred than is generally be-
lieved. In fact, I much doubt whether 300
really good specimens usod and unused of all
kinds could be found in London.
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The 2d., which is found only in an inter-
mediate shade of vermilion, is an ertremely rare
stamp. the total number known to exist hardly
reaching double figures.

The first printings of the 3d. were in an un-
mistakable sky-blue, after which it appeaved in
several shades of dark blue, some of the deeper
and richer of which are rather hard to find.
Unused, the sky-blue stamps are very rarve, but
are fairly plentiful used. The dark blue
shades are gradually appreciating in value both
in used and unused condition.

A peculiar variety of this st mp is printed in
a kind of dark greenish blue (¢ alled by Napier
and Smith Prussian blue). Whether this is an
error or not T do not feel able to say ; but of its
rarity there can be no doubt. 1 cannot remem-
ber having seen more than about half-a-dozen
used specimens, while I do not know of the
existence of an unused one. Two or three
specimens in dark blue are known without sur-
charge and used.

The 4d. is found in shades of dull purple and
dull lilae, and is not a particularly rare stamp,
cither used or unused, except as regards the tirst
printings unused. Although it is stated in the
*Handbook ” that there is practically no test
beyond that of dated postmarks for distin-
cuishing hetween the first and second issues of
this stamp, I fancy that in smne cases the light-
ness of the hmpression and the shade may be
taken as a guide, though the beginner had
better ar first depend on the postinark test,

The 6d. is found in shaldes of sky-blue and
Prussian blue, the former appearing only in the
first printings. It is very hard to distinguish
between the two printings of the Prussian blue,
but, besides the dated postimark test, comparison
with emresponding shades in the perf. x roul.
series will be found useful,

Unused. the 6d. sky-blue is a very great rarity,
while good used specimens are daily becoming
more ditlicult to obtain.  In this case, too, the
present quotation is anything but excessive. The
Prussian-blue stamp, except in the tirst print-
ings, is fairly common, both used and unused.

The first printings of the ls, were made in
shades of dark brown and chestnut-brown,
similar to those of the perf. X roul. issue.
Later printings appeared in red-brown of all
shades from light to dark. Unused speciinens
of the early shades are of extreme rarity, while
even used copies, in good condition, are any-
thing but plentiful.  Care should be taken, how-
ever, not to confound certain shades of the
later printings (generally found with postmarks
dated 1874) with those of the early ones, which
they somewhat resemble when viewed by arti-
ficial light. The later printings are not par-
ticularly rare unused, and fairly common used.

The 2s. is found in two very distinct colours
—a pale ruse-carmine, somewhat lighter than

that of the rouletted stamp, and a deep car-
mine-lake, neither colour varying very greatly
in shade. The pale rose-carmine appears only
in the first issue, and is an extremely rare
stamp. I have seen in all about ecight or nine
used specimens, the majority of which are in
my collection, and I do not know of the exist-
ence of an unused one.

As regards the deep carmine-lake stamp, al-
though we have the evidence of dated post-
marked copies to prove that it appeared in each
issue, I must confess that I know of no other
means of distinguishing with certainty hetween
the printings. It is a somewhat dithicult stamp
to obtain, either unused or used, with an early
postark  (hefore 1870} ; but ordinary used
copies are fairly plentiful.  Several values—
generally of the early printings—are found with
impressions on hoth sides, such apecimens, as o
rule, being surcharged for officinl use. Thus
the 1d. is known both with (J.S. and G.P., and
the 4d. with P.O. The 2s. is usually found un-
surcharged, doubly printed copies heing known
in both colours. 1 have never seen the rose-
carmine oue in this state, but the carmine-lake
18 not of excessive rarity.

In connection with the early printings of this
issue, it s worth remewmhering that the shades
which are rare in the general issues are com-
paratively common surcharged for Departimental

- ouse 5 and, as these stamps usually have dated

postmarks, they will afford an additional means
of distinguishing hetween the two issues.

A kind of sub-variety of this jssue comprises
the few known specimens of the

1a.—Perforated and Rouletted Stamps.

These stamps (the only one of which is listad
in the ordiuary catalogues or known to the
general collector heing the M., to be dealt with
later on) undoubtedly come from badly rou-
letted sheets, which were afterwards put through
the perforating machine. They are all of ex-
treme rarity, but two or three of each value
heing known.  Of course they are all of the
first printing.

The 1d. blue-green is chronicled in the “ Hand-
Look ” perf. 113 x 124 and roulette, while T
possess & specimen in yellow-green perf. 113.

The 2d. has apparently been seen only with
the latter perforation (114 and roul).

In the American catalogues the 4d. is referred
toas existing in this state, but T do not know that
it has been seen either in this country or in
Australia.

The til. Prussian-hlue is known perf. 11§ and
roulette, and besides this varicty 1 have a speci-
men purporting to be 11§ x 1234 and roulette.
Although I fancy that this latter stamp onc
belonged to a well-known specialist in Austral
lian stamps, I do not regard it as entirely ahove
suspicion,
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Finally, T was once told that the 1s of this
set was also to be found, but I have never had
any confirmation of this assertion.

{ 76 be continued.)

o N

Concerning the Printing of
New Zealand Stamps.

An interesting addition has bzen made to the
mechanical appliances at the Government Print-
ing Office. The old-fashioned press for postage

stamnp printing has been superseded by a machine

of the most modern typs, importsd from New ‘

York, and the plant has been varisd to meet
the new conditions.
just set up is very simple in its operation and
construction.  There are four steel plates, each
having on its surface 240 dies, and these plates
work round the machinery in a square. The
plates in succession pass under inked rollers,
which fill the sunk lines of the dies, then under
a cloth-padded rubber, which removes the ink
from the surface of the plate ; then they pass on
to another side of the square where ths plate
surf: ce is polished, and then under the cylinder
through which the paper is fed, the engraved
sheets heing removed and protected by a cover-
ing sheet of paper. And so the process goes on
s0 long as the machinery is in motion. The
new press, thongh used only for printing postage
stamps, is adapted to all descriptions of steel-
plate engraving work. It is capable of turning
out 5,000 sheets of stamps (240 per sheet) in an
ordinary day's work, and can he speeded to
nearly twice that number. It is now being used
in printing a new issue of stamps of all denomina-
tions, under the supervision of Mr. W. C. Smith,
who was brought from New York to superintend
the erection of the machinery and give instroc-
tion in its working, The colours of the stamps
now being printed are different to those at
present in circulation, and the steel engraving
gives them a much handsomer appearance.

The paper used for stamps is supplied by the
Stamp Oftice in books containing 500 sheets of
a size just sufficient to hold 240 impressions
with the usual margin. Every sheet leaves a
printed number, and has to be accounted for.
The whole operations are carried on with locked
doors, no one being permitted to enter the room
without a special permit. Should a sheet be
damaged it has to be carefully preserved, as, if
it could not be accounted for, the printers would
have to make good its fase value. Dumaged
impressions are accordingly sent in company
with the perfect ones to the Stamp Office, where

The stamp printing press ’

everything is chacked and the imperfect sheets
destroyed. Only ons steel die is engraved for
eich denomination, and the 240 diws on the
steel plate are made with this one when the
plate is soft. It is then hardened, and is ready
to produce any numbsr of impressions. These
plates cost about £61) each.

Day after day the printing of stamps is car-
ried on, the numbzrannually used being batween
50,000,080 and 69,000,000, Ths treatment of
the printed sheets as they emerge from the
press is the same as heretofora.  The sheets are
dried in a hot-air chamber, and then run throngh
another press very much after the style of a
cylinder printing press. The *‘drun” carries
the sheets on to a gummed roller, and they are
eanght by grippers and deposited printad side
downward on to the canvas bezarers, from whence
they are removad and hung up on wires to dry.
Next thay are placed between revolving per-
forators, and the whole process of stamp manu-
facturing is complete. A new gumming machine,
which dries the gum as soon as it is put on the
paper, is shortly to be obtainad from New
York.

Posteards and letter-cards are still printed en
the old machinery, which serves very well for
that class of work.  The plates are electrotype.
The large printed sheets are cut into single cuds
by a guilloting, and the letter-cards are put
through an ingenious little contrivance which
folds themn neatly and perforates them at the
same time,  The edges are subsequently guinmed
by hand.  There are altogether a dozen men
and women employed in this very interesting
departinent of the Government Printing Oftice.
—The Erening Post, Wellington, N.Z., Fgb-
ruary 23, 1900,

ot

The Wlar Fund Huction.

This event which had heen looked forward to
with great interest by philatelists for some thne
tccame off 7 on Wednesiday, March 28th, and
was from first to last a great success. 1t is un-
necessary to explain that the stuips were all
presented by collectors and dealers, that the
services of the well known firm of auctioneers
Messys. Ventom, Ball and Cooper. were alse
freely given, while the vestry put St. Martin's
Town Hall at the disposal of the committee
free of charge.

A large company was assembled on the 28th
inst. at 3 o'clock in the Council Hall of the
St. Martin’s Town Hall, This is a far more
sumptious reom than the auctions nre generally
held in, and the prolonged deliberations of a
licensing sessions in the usual auction room was
the cause of the change. The well upholstered
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seats in the Council Hall were greatly appre-
ciated by those who stayed for the whole six
hours that the proceedings were in progress.

All the prominent London denlers were there,
either in person or represented, while amony
the collectors were Messrs, Oldfield, Castle,
Tilleard, Hausburg, Nankivell, Ehrenbach,
Yardley, (Lieut) Napier, Bacon, (Major)
Evans, F. R. Hall, Blest, (Baron) A. deo
Worms, J. R. F. Turner, P. J. Lloyd, (Rev.)
Cummings, Gordon Smith, Kuttner, Wickham
Jones, and 8. J. Anderson.

Mr. Walter Bull who is joint Hon. Secretary
of the Fund, with Mr. H. R. Oldfield, was
auctioneer, and he opened with a little speech
in which he dwelt upon the great generosity
which had prompted every one to give for the
benefit of the Fund. Asan instance of this he
stated that the hall-keeper had promised to
supply all the refreshments during the auction
free of charge; an announcement which was
received with cheers.

The first lot of the sale, consisting of Great
Britain 100 used 1d blacks, was put up. For
this there was a hid of £5, and the hidder
promised to give the £3 to the Fund if any
one bid higher. Some one soon bid £5 2s 6d.
After this the sale went on for some time with-
out special incident, except the realization of
good prices. Presently, we were suddenly asked
to look pleasant while a photograph was taken
of the awsembly by the London Stereoscopic Co.
The flash light which accompanied this opera-
tion was so startling that no one need be sur-
prised if the photograph represents everybody
leaping into the air. Nevertheless many orders
for it were booked at 3s 6d each, 1s of which
will go to the Fund. The flashlight further
filled the room with dense smoke, making
business impossible until it cleared away. The
interval was filled by Mr. Woolf standing on a
chair near the auctioneer, reciting the ** Absent
Minded Beggar.” A collection afterwards
realized £5 Ts Ud.

The sale proceeded, and as each £100 in the
total was reached, the fact was proclaimed by
many who were keeping the sacore, amidst
cheers. £1,000 was the round figure that it
was hoped the 349 lots would realize, but near
the end it looked very much as though there
would be about #£20 short. Howerver,
patrictism was equal to the occasion and
many other lots were improvised and presented
by those present, with the result that the
£1000 was eventually passed. The last lot
was & Kruger sovereign which was knocked
down at £2,

Mr. Castle then rose and made a short
speech in which he thanked Mr. Walter Bull
in the name of all present, for the efforts he
had made, and the great trouble he had taken
in securing the success of the auction, and

congratulated him at the same time on the
excellent result. Mr. Bull, in reply, said that
his labour had been freely given as it was a
labour of love.

The highest prices obtained were :—

£ s d,
Gurear Britamn, VR, pair, fine ... 17 0 0
. 1d Dblack, *‘Royal
Reprint”" wmk large
crown inverted, pair
mint - 410 0
. 1d red, Dickinson
paper, pair .. 310 0
ve 1od red- brown pIaIe

2, used .. 810 0
' Govt. Parcels, ld
lilac inverted sur-
charge ey we 4.0 0
Rrasta, 1 kop, black and orange,
vert laid paper, mint

block of six 415 0
Saxoxv, 3 pf, unused, part gum 1 80
Tuscany, 3 lire, unused ... e 33 0 0
ZURICH, 4 rappen, very fine 10 0 0
Wourremsrre, 2 marks, yellow, un-
used, with gum 2 4 0
Cerrov, 9d imperf, fine ... . 216 0
" 1/9 ,, unused 212 6
1s 2/~ . surcharged
“ Service” ... .. 713 0
Strarts  Serriemenrs, 180294,
error, 32 cents, car-
mine-rose, surcharge
omitted, mint 14 ¢ O
Lacos, 1/- orange, perf 124 mint 212 6
MaoriTivs, 9d yellow-grecn, no
wmk, mint block of
four ... 3 00
St. HeueEna, 1862, 6d blue, perf
mint pair ... 210 0
" [15] mlll\y hluc, CC
14, mint pair 5 5 0
Sierra Leowe, 1897, 2id on 2
unused . 2 20
OraNGE Fagg StaTE, OfﬁcmlSlamp
black on yellow, ob-~
long, used during the
war ... oo e 210 0
Britise  Corompia, 10c lake and
blue, perf 14, mint 4 10 ©
" 1 dol. green do.do. 510 0
Nzw Brunswick, 1/- violet, appar-
cntly unused, small
margins 710 0
” another, used dltto 510 0
NBwWPOUNDLAND, 1/- orange, no
margins . . 4 7T 6
" 1/- carmme. sl1ght
crease 712 6
Nova Scotna, i/- violet, small mar-
gins ... .ee 6 5 0
' a similar spec1men,
less fine . 415 0
Barrisa GuiaNa, 1856, 4c black on
magenta used on
entire, poor 312 6
Nevis, 6d litho, mint 6 6 0
. 1dbnghtred perfllg
' an entire sheet ... 6§ 0 O
6d green, CA, unused 4 7 6
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st, VixcesT, 5/-star, unused 10 0 0
» similar specimen... 10 0 0
T wrxman, 1891, 3d, 1d, 2id, 44,04, .
1:- nml 5({-, all vn-
charged *gd,” uu-
used, in mint state;
one  of {our sers
printed on Feh, 23,
1691. in cornmemuora-
tion of the Duke of
York’s visit te Trini-
dad. H.R.'[. has |
the other 3 set=in his .
possession ... .. 30 0
1exk’s Irrasm, 1- prune, used, fine 12 10
Pacieic Stram Navigaron Co, 11, !
blue with Lima post- |
murk, very fine ... 5§ 0 0
Medio Peso, yellow,
very fine .. 2.0 0
SorTH AvsTralia, london print,
1d imperf, pair un-
used, no gum, but |
fine 16 10 0
WESTERY AUsTialla, 6d bmnze un-
used with full gum

feR—)

Perc,

16 0 0

—0

FNotes. |

Three entirely new sets of stamps are heing |

prepared for Venezuela, viz. oneset for ordinary
use, one for official use, and one for foreign
correspondence.  The American Bapk Note
Co., of New York are printing thems. The
stamp wizl be of the smne wagmiticent propor-
tions as of yore. while the Oflicials wiil he some-
what larger.  ‘Thongh the territorial expansion
of the Venezuelns way he limited by arbitra-
tion, thers is unfortanately no boindary com-
mission to which philatdlists e have recourse
in a cace of this kind.  Tie only thing we ca
dois to enlarge our albums,

L] * * L

The TFrauch Chamber of Deputics has voted
the suin of 2,186,401, for the purpose of pro-
viding a rfree postage stanp for soldiers and
sailors.  Whether they will be udhesives or
stamped cnvelopes is nob yet decided.  Thouygh
there are 16 mitlions of stainps provided for, the
estimunte  saems  a trifle tall. The Irench
“Tommy” is to be congrabulated upon this
concession - not only will his correspondence go
free, hut he will probably add te his ordinary
pay when ho knows the market value of the
stamp amony collectors.  There is no truth n
the statzment that the design wiil include a por-
trait of Dreyfus, holding a  tablet insceribed
¢ Droits de F'homme,” hat whatever the design

the stamps will he tri-coloured.

Types of Collectors.

No. 22—THE “PERFORATION FIEND.”
By SPECTATOR.
The ** Perforation Fiend,” though ustally of a

harmless and even domesticated nature in
ordinary matters, is frequently ferocious and
aggressive in his pursuit of the maladies of
perforaticn which a stamp is heir to.  He may
bz briefly describad as the man who accepts the
differsnce batwe:n Ll§ and 113, Tt is useless
to argue with bhimm about the collectability of
such varieties, and if you should hint that his
gaage is not perhaps, mathemsatically correct, that
the paper may have shrunk or that it is childish
to collect these small dffsrences. you must be
either a bold man or one who has not hitherto
bezn face to face with a ** Ferforation Fiend.” Tt
s when questioned or thwatted that he shows
tha ferocious spirit that I have already remarked.
Life-long friendships _have beer marred in this
way.

His partiendar  fancies are Ifollend, South
Australia, New Zealand, Roumania, ete., in
which he way revel and lose himself without
ever emerging with any systematized arrange-
ment of the stan.pe. For the ordinary collector,
the classilication given in Giblons’ of the per-
forations of Holland will suflice, and a specialist
in that country can go much further without
coming under the above heading ; but when a
man makes a sob perforated 134 and another
133, heaven help him! A writer in a recent
2owhty Jooraed has demonstratsd that in the
1874 isstze of Roumania, we may scparate the
sets perforated 11 and 114, because they were
weade by different anachines. he following
sensible  ren.arks appear in the same article

—* PLilatelists, in determining what varieties
of perforation or deviations frem the normal
perforation are worthy of collection, go to the
root of the question and ascertain how many
mechines giving Ciflerent perforations were in
use at the time, and so coilect their stamps ag
to have specin.ens of the perforation of each
machine, rather than rhowing 2n immense
namber of cecentricities of perforation, all, it
may be, the production of oneg machine.”  This
i9 an argument the © Perforation Fiend ™ would
quite fail to understand.

In the article now running in the P.J.G B,
Mr. Kutbier has :v«urul us that the perfora-
tions of South Australia will be perfectly simple
in futura: this is certainly good news and will
assist in popularising South  Australians once
more.  Buat we may take it for granted that
your thoroagh going genuine ** I F.” will refuse

[=3
to he guidad by any classification of the stamps of
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South Australin or any other counwy which
shall contine the varieties to a reasonable
number of sets. Finality is what he abhors.
He loves to lounder about amonyg 112°s by 134
and 12§ x 12} x 13 x 1745 and so on. If
ha finds ammusement and instrection in this form
of collecting there is no rerson why he should
not consinue it, but his collection is certainly
not very interssting to his frlends; and his
-convarsation is less so.

Hoa makas you feel ve y tired when he comesup
to you at the ¢i:bh and ingins i yoahave cver
szen the de Ho'lend of 87 in the st ype
perforated 141 x 14 x 13§ x 14 Whoagh
you may kaow nothing shoss Daich sihan s,
you have to answor bLuisly and civilly that,
after due consideration,  you cannot recellect
having met wizh the 10c Holand of 1867 in
the exaet type and perforation mentionid,  He
then slaps you heartily cn the back s Le voys
that he has found ons. At this you express os
much surprise ns is consistant wish your personal
dignity, and siddenly eall to mind & pressirg
engagement at tha other end of the town belore
he has time to prodecs the sia ap from his pocket
book. If you taka the unw. e course of staying
and inspecting  the monsticsity, nothng wil
satisfly him, but yeu must mensure the porlien
tions for yowrszlf *“to prove toyou” thet there
is no mistake, and alterwards listen to a long
list of other thet your friend has
discorered.

1 once knew o men whore porforation wsud-
ness ran riot in the dangesoos deld of New
South Walss,  He :pent nany hours a day
measuring  stamns on their north, south, east
and west sides,  Cne day he hought o huge hox
of the latar issies of that Colony. and when his
sons, of whom he Ind two, weare in neod of
punishment hz wauld give them a bushel or s
peek of stamps  (Lecording to the crime) to
ganwe, with sbrict ordors to separate the diferent
perforations,  Buth boys woall have preferod
the thuab screw to nn hon's ganging, and hy
way of revengz adwoicly Dicked all the searee
perforations up thoir slesves to be destroyed
aftcrwards on che quist.  But ane day Thonas,
the clder brother, agel 14, had a Inight idea
which he conununizatad wich great delight to
the other; the resnlt was that the buys began
to taks soms jutersst in their work and to
question their father as to the warity of some of
the varicties und their values,  The father was
only tod pleass:l to give his sons the informa-
tion, and told them that they would soon be-
come good philatalists. Soon afterwarids Thomas
mentioned casually that he had poticed, in the
window of a neighbouring stationer’s shop, «
sheet on which were several rare perforations of
N.5.W. stamps for sale.  The father was not
long in finding his way to that shop. and be-
came the purchaser of the stamps, though he

vagaries

goandblad somewhar wi e gecuracy of tle
pricing.  From that day ths occupation which
hul forinerly been a burien to these had little
boys beeame quite a pleasure, and they were
gatting quits rich by the iz thab their father
discoversd som: other method of correcting
them.

Ths two-fold woral of the foregoing sl little
seory is—that people who are forced to t:ke an
intarast i oblers  wecentecitics geaerndy tind
it proftabie in the end, and that ULiktly will

TRy

1ot bhe wede inserssting to beginners by the
excessive stady ot porforations,
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se, Vincsxr, 5f-star, unused ... 10 0 0
. » similar specimen... 10 ¢ 0
Trixwoan, 1891, id, 1d, 2§d, 44,¢d,
1!~ anid 5/-, all vn-
charged *“gd,” uu-
used, in mint state;
one of four sets
printed on Feh, 23,
1891, in commemora-
tion of the Duke of
York’s visit to I'rini-
dad. L.R.H. has
the other 3 sets in his
possession . 30 0
‘Toux’s Taraxm, 1f- prune, used, fine 12 10
Paciric STeaM NavicaTwN Co, 1 1],
bLlue with Lima post-
mark, very fine ...
Medio. Peso, yellow,
very fine . ... .. 20
SortH AvsTRALIA, London print,
1d imperf, pair un-
used, no gum, but
fine
WESTERN AUrTRALIA, Bd hronze, un-
used with full gum 16 ¢ 0

oo

5 00
Peae,

=]

16 10 0

— () e

ANotes.

Three entirely new sets of stamps are being
prepared for Venezuels, viz. oneset for ordinary
use, one for official use, and one for foreign
correspondence.  The American Bank Note
Co., of New York are printing them. The
stamp will be of the sane wagnificent propor-
tions as of yore. while the Officials will be some-
what larger. Though the territorial expansion
of the Venczuelwns way be liited by avbitra-
tion, there s unfortunately mo houndary com-
mission to which plilatelists c¢an have recourse
in a case of this kind. 'The only thing we can
do is to enlarge our albums,

- * L L]

The Franch Chamber of Deputics has voted
the sum of 2,186,456, for the purpose of pro-
viding a jree postage stamp for soldiers and
sailors, Whether they will be adhesives or
stamped envelopes is not yet decided. Though
there are 16 millions of stamps provided for, the
estimate svems a trifle tall. The French
“Tommy " is to be concratulated upon this
concession ; notronly will his correspondence go
free, but he will probably add to his ordinary
pay when he knows the market value of the
stamp among collectors. There is no truth in
the statament that the design wiil include a por-
trait of Dreyfus, holding a tablet inscrilied
* Droits de l'honime,” huat whatever ths design
the stamps will be tri-coloured.

Topes of Collectors.
- (

“« PERFORATION FIEND.”

BY' SPECTATOR.

No. 2.—THE

The ** Perforation Fiend,” though usually of a
harmless and even domesticated nature in
ordinary matters, is frequently ferocious and
agyressive in his pursuit of the maladies of
perforation which a stamp is heir to.  He may
bz briefly described as the man who accepts the
differance betwean 114 and 113. It is useless
to argue with him about the collectability of
such varieties, and if you should hint that his
gauge is not perhaps, mathematically correct, that
the paper may have shrunk or that it is childish
to collect these small diffsr:nces. yon must be
either a bold man or one who has not hitherto
besn face to face with a ** Ferforation Fiend.” 1t
is when questioned . or thwarted that he shows
ths ferocious spirit that I have already remarked.
Life-long friendships have Lee: marred in this
WAY.

His particular fancies are Iollond, South
Australin, New Zealand. Roumania, etc., in
which he n.ay revel and lose himself without
ever .emerging with any systematized arrange-
ment of the stan.pz. For the ordinary collector,
the classiiicatien given in Gillons’ of the per-
forations of Holland will suftice, and a specialist
in that country can go much further without
coming under the above heading ; but when a
man makes a sut perforated 134 and another
134, heaven help him! A writer in a recent
2onthly Jowrnal has demonstrated that in the
1879 issue of Roumania, we may separate the
sets perforated 11 and 114, because they were
wmade by different amachines. The following
sensible remarks appear in the same article
—** Philatelists, in determining what varieties
of perforation or deviations from the normal
perforation ars worthy of collection, go to the
root of the question and ascertain how many
machines giving different perforations were in
use at the time, and ro collect their stamps as
to have speciniens of the perforation of each
machine, rather than showing an immense
number of cceentricities of perforation, all, it
may be, the production of ons machine.” This
is an argument the ** Perforation Fiend” would
quite fail to understand,

In the article now running in the P.J.G. B,
Mr. Kuttner has assured us that the perfora-
tions of South Ausiraiin will be perfectly simple
in futurs; this is certainly good news and will
assist in popularising South Australians once
more. But we may take it for granted that
your thorough going genuine *“ P.F.”” will refuse
to be guidad by any classitication of the stamps of
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SBouth Australia or any other country which
shall confine the varieties to a reasonable
number of sets. Finality is what he abhors.
He loves to flounder about anong 112’8 by 174's
and 12§ x 123 x 13 x 1¢%'s and so on. If
he finds amusement and instruction in this form
of collecting there is no rerson why he should
not continus it, but his collection is certainly
not very interssting to his f-ends; and his
-conversation is less so.

Ha mak s you feel ve y tived when he comes up
to you at the clib and inguires i you hava ever
wzen the dc Ho'land f .67 in the Isb type
perforated 143 x 14 x i34 x 14 ‘“whoagh
you may know nothing aboit Duaich sban s,
you have to answer Lyisly and civilly that,
after due consideration, you cannot recollect
having met wizh the tOc Holland of 1867 in
the exact type and perfurasion mentiontd. He
then slaps you heartily cn the back as Le rzys
that he has found ona. At this you express 28
much surprise as is consistent with your persunal
dignity, and suddenly call to mind & pressirg
enygageiment at ths other end of the town belore
he has time to produc: the sia ap from his pocket
hook. If you taka the unw..e course of staying
and iospecting the monsticsity, noth’ng wiil
satisfy him, but ycu must meossure the poricrm-
tions for yoursslf ““to prevas to you™ thut theve
is no mistake, and aiterwards listen to a long
list of other vagaries that your friend has
discovered.

I once knew a man whose perforation mad-
ness ran riot in the dangeroas fiald of New
South Wales. He epent nany hours a day
measuring stamns on their north, south, east
and west sides.  Une day he bought a huge hox
of the latar issues of that Colony, and when his
sony, of whom he had two, were in nesd of
punishment hs would give them a bushel or »
peck of stamps (sccording to the crime) to
gauge, with strict ordeis to szparate the diiferent
perforations. Both boys would have preferred
the thumb screw to an hour's gauging, and by
way of ravenge adroitly f{lickzd all the scarce
perforations up thzir slesves to Dbe destroyed
aftarwards on the quist. Bat one day Thomas,
the elder broth:r, aged 14, had a bright idea
which he communicatzd wizh great delight to
the other; ths result was that the boys began
to taks some interest in their work and to
question their father as to the rarity of some of
the varieties and their vilnes. The father was
only t(;gﬁs\se:l to give his sons the informa-
tion, and told them that they wounld soon be-
come good philatalists. Soon afterwards Thomas
mentioned casually that he had noticed, in the
window of a neighbouring stationer’s shop, a
sheet on which were several rure perforations of
N.S.W, stamps for sale. The father was not
long in finding his way to that shop, and be-
came the purchaser of the stamps, though he

guublud somewhat aé the aveuracy of tle
pricing. From that day tho ozcupation which
hd formerly been a burZen to these bad little
boys became quite a plewsure, and they were
getting quiba rich by the tims thas their father
discovorad some other wethod of correcting
them.

‘I'ha two-fold moral of the foregoing sad little
story is—that peopls who are {forced to t:ke an
inbarsst in others eccentricities peneraly tind
it profitable in the end, and that Philat:ly will
1ot b: made indorusting to beginners by the
excensive sady ot perforations.
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Hon, Counterfeit Detector.
W. Habrow, 331, Strand, London, W.C.

Hon, Solicitors—

Messrs. OLDFIELD, BARTRAM & QOLDFIELD,
St. Stephen's Chambers, Telegraph Street,
Moorgate Street, London, E.C.

MEMBERSHIP.

Gandidates for admission must be over 18 years
of age, and supply at least two satisfactory refer-
ences. ‘They will then be proposed for election,
and, if no objection be lodged within fourteen days,
be duly elected. The Entranee Fee, 2/6 and
subscription &/- should accompany the application,
and will be refunded in the event of the non-election
of the applicant (The Committee are empowered
to elect Life Members not exceeding ten in number,
at a fee of two guineas).

The following is now proposed in accordance with
the above: R. R. Bogert, 13, Rue Boissonade,
Paris, France. Proposed by S. C. Skipton, seconded
by Wm. Brown.

LIBRARY.

‘The Hon. Librarian acknowledges with thanks
Anales de la Sociedad Philatelica Santiago, from San-
tiago, Chili; Stamps February and March. from
F. L. Heygate ; Postal Cards and Copers (No. 2),
from W. T. Wilson, Leeds.

NOTICES.

The Fifth Meeting of the Season took place at
Essex Hall on March 21, Present: Mr, H. R.
Oldfeld f{in the chait), Dr. Matx, Mr. L. W,
Fulcher, Mr. F. Loines Pemberton, and the Hon.
Sec, The President’s display of his very fine col-
lection of the stamps of Colombia was much appre-
cirted by those present, and it was only to be re-
gretted that there was not a larger number of mem-
bers present to see them. The next Meeling will
be held at Essex Hall on Wednesday, April 25, at
8 p.m., when Dr. Marx will give a display of German
and Italian States, Members and friends are cor-
dially invited to attend, and bLring with them their
collections of these countries for comparison. Annual
General Meeting and Election of Officers and Com-
mittee, Members are reminded that the Annual
General Meeting will be held at Essex Hall on
Wednesday, May 30, at 8 p.m. See further notice
in next Report.

THOS. H. HINTON,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer,
Int. Phil. Union.
5, Paultons Square,
Chelsea, S, W,
April 6, 1900,

- —_—

REPORTS OF OTHER SOCIETIES.

SHEFFIELD PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

The eleventh ordinary meeting of this Society
was held on Wednesday evening, March 7, at
Tisson’s Office, 74, High Street.

Mr. Metcalfe (who, in the absence of Mr. Hunt,
occupied the chair) opened a discussion on ** Used
versus Unused Stamps,” inviting the members to
express their opinions, and a most interesting
debate resulted, the whole of the members present
entering heartily into the subject. It was generally
agreed that there would always be a difference of
opinion as to which to collect, it being a matter
left entirely to the discretion of the collector.
However, in some cases, such as Central America,
where the reprints and remainders are to be found,
it was thought advisable to collect only used speci-
mens; on the other hand, Great Britain and
Colonies were preferred unused, both from a finan-
cial and artistic point of view.

The twelfth ordinary meeting was held on
March 21, the President (Mr. Hunt) being in the
chair.

Mr. Sutton read an interesting and amusing
paper, entitled * The Stories of Philately.” He
commenced by giving a short account of the intro-
duction of postage stamps and how the study of
the issues of the European continent portray the
events and changes during the last 40 or 5C years,
Mr. Sutton related many amusing stories of Phila-
tely ; how, for instance, stamps were collected to
get some invalid or cripple into a benevolent insti-
tution, or even to save poor Chinese babies! or
how an enterprising American belle adopted 80,000
stamps as a costume for a fancy dress ball ; and
how another young lady made a walking stick of
cancelled stamps. Mr. Sutton concluded by stating
that it had been his desire to prove that Philately
was not altogether the dry hobby some people
imagined it, and that page after page of romance
could be woven around it.

A hearty vote of thanks to Mr, Sutton concluded
the meeting.

THE SCOTTISH PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

The usual monthly meeting (being the 104th)
was held at 5, St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh, on
the 12th of March, at 8 o'clock.

Present :-—Mr. Adam Smail (Hon. Pres) in
the chair; Dr. Ballantyne and Messrs. Baxter,
Fleming, Innes, Kerr, Miller, Richardson, Walker
and Fish.

The minutes of the meetings on the 8th and the
22nd of January were read and approved of.

The Secretary explained that, owing to illness
or pressing engagements among a majority of the
members, it had been decided to postpone the
meeting for February.

Reports of the result of the Society’s appeal for
stamps for the War Relief Fund were given in by
the committee. Several very handsome donations
had been received, but not enough to form a Sale
by Auction. After some discussion as to the best
means of getting further contributions, the Secre-
tary was instructed to insert a short advertisement
in the Scotsman and the Dundee Advertistr, £1 being
voted from the Society's funds for thagpuirpose.

Mr. Fish showed several cards from Rhodesia
and the Cape ot Geod Hope, the latter with views
on front.

At Dr. Ballantyne’s suggestion, it was agreed to
have, at the next meeting, a display of objects of
Philatelic interest or curiosity.

WILLIAM FISH, M.A,, Hon. Sec.

18, Montpelier Terrace, Edinburgh.
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Hnnual Subscription, 2/06,
Post Free to any part of the world.
Price for single copies, 2d., or 3d. by post.
All Subseriptions commence with Janwary.

L'ABONNEMENT :(—
Par an . Fcs 3.15 franco,
,» numéro .., e 4y 039,
Tout abonnement est daté du Janvier.

BEZUGSPREIS -~

Per Jahr ... M. 2.50 post free
Jede Nummer e 4 .95
ADVERTISEMENT RATES.

”

1iuns. 3 miths, 6 mths, 12 mths,

at at at at
Whole page . 60j0 L 53 L 50,0 . 40/
Half Page < 35,0 .. 320 L 28O0 L 2206
Cuarter page 1840 69 ... 149 ... 1o

Eighth page 106 .. %6 .. BU .. 60

i AGENTS WANTED fcr the sale of the
“ fournal >’ in London and large towns at home
and abroad.

All communications to be addressed to:—

KIRKPATRICK & PEMBERTON,
202, RHigh holborn. London, W.C,

War Stamps.

Philatelists must naturally feel great curiosity
to know what changes have occurred, or are
likely to occur, in the stamps of the Transvaal
and the Orange Free State. That they will
eventually be entirely done away with as issues
of independent countries there is. of course, no
doubt ; but the present or the near future may
be productive of many curious makeshifts in
some parts of the disturbed territories. though,
up to now, nothing at all new has reached
England.  We have certainly seen specimens of
stamps which have been used by the O.F.S.
burghers on active service writing to their
homes ; and, ind:zed, at the war auction one of
these curiosities was knocked down at the fancy
price of 90/-, but these are very similar to the
otlicial stamps which we chronicled at the be-
ginning of last year, and. which were used by
the Orange Free State mountad police.

Some weeks ago, when a report came over
that the Boers had overprinted Cape of Good
Hope stamps which they found in the post
oftices in the Colonial towns, with the letters
7. A. R.,” there was quite a flutter among
collectors, but happily more recent news, or
rather lack of news, goes to show that there is
no foundation for the rumour.

When we gaze upon the seven varieties of
stamps which have been manufactured in Cartha-
gena in the Colombian Republic during the
troubled tiwmes through which that city has
passed, we may be pardoned if we feel a little
surprise at the absince of any provisionals from
South Africa at the time of writing. However,
when the siege of Mafeking is raised, theve is
reason to believe that all this will be changed.
A message from  the besieged village dated
March 24 and sent by runner through Gaberones
to Lourenco Marques and from  thenee by
tenter’s NSpecial Service to Kngland, contains
the following passago 1—** Sisgre postage stamps
have begn issued, and a regular system of des-
patch runners has been instituted.  The 4d
stamps are surcharged with a higher valus, with
the words * Mafeking Besieged.” The scarcity
of gold has rendered it necessary to produes £1
notes, which are now in cireulation.  They were
printed by a photographic process.  Letters
may now he posted in the town to the outposts
or any ather part of the defences.”  What can
he the present use of a higher value stamp than
4d under such conditions /¥ We doulit not that,
whatever its use may be, it will form a very
profitable investiment for those of the inhabi-
tants who secure it.

For those who are not anbitious of acyuiring
the Baden-Powell issue, there is mnple scope for
the collection of the various Ary postiarks,
A sneeession of envelopes franked with Cape or
English stamps, which. we lelieve, are used in-
discriminantely, beaving the Army  field post-
marks, and dated from the «iffevent halting-
plages from Kimberley to Bloemfontein, would
form an extramely interesting series, sl one
which those who do not helieve in collecting
stamps, baeanse of their postmarks, would point
to with pride.

R S TRRNTIR

NOW READY.

The Index to Volume IX. of the PHILATELIC
JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN, consisting of
8 pages of compreheusive references. enabling the
rewder to find in & moment any article that
uppeared in the numbers for 1899, As o guide to
the New Issues of the year this Index will be loun
most useful.

Price 3d., post free 3}d.

From K|RKPATRICK AND PEMBERTON,
202, High Holborn, London, W.C
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Under this heading we chronicle only those
stamps which to the best of our belief have
aetually appeared.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

British Central Africa. E,IW.S.V.chroni-
cles on the authority of the Metropolitan Fiil.
the issue of a 2s. stamp of the same design as
the other high values.

Adhegive. 2s. olive and black.

Gibraltar, Morocco Agencies. The M.]. says
that the 5c wrapper has received the surcharge in
the London type.

Wrapper. 5¢ green on buff,

Gold Coast. The 1/- of the current type has
Just been issued, and we also hear of the 5/- and
10/- changed in colour.

Adhesives.  1s. green and black.
Hs, W lilac,
10=. " brown.

India. jhind, Nabha. These two States are
supplied with 3 pies stamys si.rcharged for their
use.

Adhesive. 3 pics, carmine, surcharge black,

Pattialla.  The Philatelic Journal of India states
that the new } anna postcard is now surcharged for
use here.

Pust Card.  §a, red-brown on buil, surcharge black,

Kishengari. This State seems likely to give some
trouble. The A7.J. hasseen the da stamp in green,
in a block, some of the stampsin which are rer-
forated all round, and others only vertically or
horizontally. The Philatelic Journal of India has
the same stamp in dull purple, while Messrs.
Whitfield King have two new values a }a, and a
1 rupee. The A/ /. thus lists these novelties.

Adhesives,  da, emerald-green, pin perf.
ta, " I
1a, * imperf, vertically.
ta, dull purple, imperf.
Ir, cuicrald green, pin perf.

Labuan. The 2 and 5 cents have appeared
in new colours,

Adhesives. 2c. green,

9e¢. blue.

New South Wales. The L.P. states that
some of the current 1d envelopes have been doubly
impressed to make the value 2d.

Eanvelope. 1d x 1d red.

New Zealand. There are more Postage Dues
to chronicle this month, in completion of the set
mentioned in February. {

Unpaids. 3d. green and red, perf. 11, wmk, N.Z. and star

ad

" 2 " "

10d. . . -

s . " . "
2s. " " " "

Niger Coast. The Afonthly Circelar has
received the 1/- black of the current design with
the watermark Cr. and CA,

Adhesive,

»e

1s, black, wimk, Cr. and CA,

North Borneo. The 2c changed in colour.

Adhesive. 2¢. green.

Orange Free Stata. Several of our con-
temporaries chronicle a stamp which is being used
by the Free State burghers on active service.
The stamp is a large oblong in shape, printed
in black un yellow, perforated. The design is
very simple, consisting of the words, ** Com-
mando Brief, O.V.S. Franko™ in three lines and
an ornamental frame. A similar stamp was
chronicled at the beginnin: of last year in the
Afonthly Journal, but that wvore the inscription
** R.D.M." which signified that they were Officials
for the use of the Mount:d Police.

Adhesive Frank Stamp.  DBlack on yellow, perf, 12,

Straits Settlements. Afalay States. This is
the name of the Federatad States of Perak, Pahang
Selangor, and Negri Sembilan. The stamps of the
last mentioned have been overprinted * Feder-
ated,” ** Malay States,” in black in two lines, and
a bar across the name.

Adhesives. 1 cent. lilac and green.
2 cents . hrown,
3 .. . blark.
w ., ' orange,
23 . - carmine.

Trindidad. The 5/- stampof the current type
is reported from several quarters as changed in
colour from green and browa to lilac, the whole
stamp ncw being uni-coloured.

Adhesive. 3= lilac.

Victoria The current 4d. is said to be now
issued in a new shade,

Adhesive, 4d. brown-red.

OTHER COUNTRIES,

Austria. There is one more addition to make
to the list of values in the new issue, viz. 40 heller.
The set of Unpaids isalso completed by new values,
All the latter are to be had imperforate, as they
were wanted in such a hurry at first that there was
no time to have them perforatel. Since that time
ther: appears to have been some * hankey pankey "’
over them as they are now becoming quite plentftul
imperf, singly, in pairs, unused or postmarked to
order ; evidently a variety worth avoiding.

Adhesive. 40 heller pale green,
Unpaids, Perf, or imperf,

Bosnia. The I.B.Z. has received the 5 heller of
the new series, Thare is also a new posteard.
Adhesive. 25 heller, green, perf. 124 or 103,

Postcard. 5 ,, greenon yeilow,
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Levant. Le Timbre Poste states that certain values
of the new issue have received surcharges for the
Austrian Post Offices in the Levant. They are as
follows,

Adhesives. 1 piastre on 2h. ultramarine.
2 .. o 0N,
1w s 2k, grey-lilac.
-+ . w4k, grey-green.

Brazil. The current 10 reis has been made
into a 50 reis by means of the usual surcharge,
while another unpaid letter stamp of 20 reis has
been added to current set.

Adhesive.
Unpaid.

5 en 10 reis, rose and blue.
20 reis, green.

Bulgaria. Some unostentatious changes have
been in progress here. It has recently been
noticed that the 2 and 15st are printed again on
the thicker paper, but in quite different shades
from any in which they have hitherto appeared.

LeT.P. now announces the 1st and 10st in new
colours, viz.

Adhesives, 1at, grevish-blue, perf. 124,
Iust. yellow .
Colombia. Cartagena. During the past five

months we have chronicled six provisional stamps
for use in this besieged town ; we shall be glad
when reliefis insight. e have in the meantime
to record the appearance of a seventh variety. This
is a 5c. of an entirely new design, of which we
append illustration. It will be seen that the wavy

« Control *' lines are again in evidence. According
to the I.B.Z., these lines are introduced to prevent
forgery. The same journal states that the post-
master would not sell more than 10 stamps at a
time to any one person, and that about three-fifths of
the entire issue will have been used for legitimate
postal purposes.

Adhesive. § centavos, red,

Crete. We are indebted to Messrs. Whitfield
King and Co. for a set of a new issue for Crete.
It consists of nine values, from 1 lepton to 5

drachmae, The 1 and 50 lep, which are alike in
T i
- -3
v

1./

design, have for the central design a representation
of an old Greek coin depicting Hermes arranging
his fout-gear. The 5 and 20 lep, whick are also
alike, bear a head in a circle. The 10 and 25 lep
bear a portrait of Prince George. The 1 drachma
also bears a design from an old coin, which we are

PR ,ﬂ.\l,s.‘;:{‘..ql,hn‘-‘ﬂ!:‘ -

& LA NAALA

unable to interpret. We understand that the
seated figure on the 2 drachmae is Minos,
while St. George and the Dragon speak for them-
selves on the 5 drachmae. The stamps are very

well executed and, though much finer productions,
they recall the Olympic Games issue of Greece.
The higher values (from 25 lep tc 5 dr.) areover-
printed with a Greek word which means * Pro-
sional,” the reason for which is said to be
that Crete is not yet included in the Postal
Union. The perforation of the specimens before

us is uniformly 144.
Adhesives, | lepton reddish-trown
5 lepta G2reen.
10 ., boight red.
W, rose-red.
23 blue, vrerprint vermilion,
n ., lilae “ .
1 drachma, purple ,, black.
2 drachae, yellow-brown, overprint black.
. green, centre black, overprint
vermilion.

Corea. The 4./. of /'h. hasreceived 2 values of
the new issue. They are large upright rectangles
with tne Corean device in the centre surrounded
by a circular or oval garter, and the inscription in

English * Imperial Corean Post.'" The date of
issue is said to have been Jan. 20th.
Adhesives. 2 chum. blue, perf,
w T "
Denmark. Danish West Indies. The 3c has

now appeared in the new perforation.

Adhesive. 3¢, Llue and lake, perf 13 by 124,
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Dominican Republic. The 1c of the current
issue has been changed in colour to green. The
M./, says “ either to propitiate the Postal Union
or as a delicate compliment to the purchasers of
these curiosities.”

Adhesive. lc. green, perf. 114,

France. Aievandrie. The following French
stationery has been surcharged for the use of
collectors and others.

Envelope. 5c¢. yellow-green, surcharge red.
Postcards, 10c. black on pale green, surcharge red.

lye. by Lhe, ack on blue " "
Letter Card.  23c. Llack on rose " "

Dyibouti. Messrs. Whitfield, King & Co., send
us a 40c. monstrosity, which is of the same design
and size as the other low values. The centreis in
grey-blue.

Adhesive. 40c. yellow and grey-tlue, imperf.

New Caledonia. From the Australian
Lhilatelist we learn thatthe 4c and 30c of this colony
have been surcharged **5c " and ¢* 15¢ " respec-
tively, and also with the letters * N CE" pre-
sumably in case the inhabitants of the island should
mistake them for stamps of French Guiné or
Anjouan. Through anunaccountable mishap the
surcharges have also been applied inverted.

Adbesives. 5 on 4c. claret on grey.

donde. ’ inverled.
15 on 30c. brown.
[5 on 30v, ,. inverted,

[ Germany. A 2pfof thedesign of the other low
values of the new issue is said to bave appeared.
Adhesive, 2pf, grey.

Caroline /slands. The /.7 states that the
German adhesives of the old design have been sur-
charged ¢ Karolinen Inseln,” onall values except the
10pf. We will notchronicle themuntil wehave further
particulars, The Marianne Islands, are also said 1e
have Leen treated in the same way.

AMarshall /slands. The Germans have apparently
found out that the Ewnglisk spelling of the name of
these Islands is more useful than their own, so the
following values of the old design of German stamps
are now appearing with the spelling of the over-
print altered from * Marschall ”* to” * Marshall.”
The /.58./. alsolists postcards with new spelling.

Adhesives. 3pl. black on brown,
"

) " . Freen.
25 v s Orange.
N " . INATODE,

Posteards, 3 pf. green on buff,

HShyd " .-
Wby 10 ,, carwine on buff.
New Guinea. The 5 pfennig single and reply
German cards have been surcharged * Deutsch-
Neu Guinea” in two lines. L.P,

Posteards. 5 pfennig, green on chamois, black surcharge.,
HLyd - ”" " s "

Whurtembirg., Messrs. Whitfield, King and Co.

send us specimerrs of two new values, viz, 30 and 40

pfennig, in the type of the mark values of 1881-85,

with the figures of value in black on a white centre.

Adhesives, 3 pfennig, orange and black,

0 ,, red "

Guatemala. The 10c red of 1887

received the surcharge * 19C0,
black,

issue has
1 centavo" in

Adhesive. le. on 10¢, red, surcharge black.

Japan. Corea Besides the set of Japanese
stamps surcharged for China, there is a set for
Japanese offices in Corea. We have not yet seen
them, but we understand that the denominations
and the colours of the surcharge are the same as
in the China set.

Mexico. The A.J. of Ph. states that the
5 pesos stamp of the 1895 design was issued on
unwatermarked paper in October last, at about the
same time that the new issue was brought out.

Adhesive. 1895 design, 5 pesos rose, no wmk.

Peru. The AMonthly Circular describes a new
letter-card which was issued at the beginning of
the year. It is embossed with a stamp of the
same design as the postcards issued last year, viz.,
head of the President in an oval frame.

Letter card, 3 centavos vermilion on white,

Portugal. Funckal. The [ /.B. chronicles
the 25 reis reply card on buff instead of on grey
as formerly.

Post card. 25 by 23 reis, rose on buff,

Pounta Delgads. The corresponding card for this
island has been similarly changed. It is hardly
necessary to point out that there are several
islands in the Azores and Madeira groups still to
be operated upon.

Posteard, 25 by 25 rei., ruse on butf,

Samoa. The 2/6 has been reduced to 23d by
means of a surcharge.

Adhesive, 23 on £ 6 violet.

Siam. The M./. tells us that new cards of
13 and 4 atts, with stamps of a similur type to the
new adhesives have appeared.

Past eards. 14 atta red on yellow,

4 atts carmine on ercam.
1 by 4 atte, carmine on eream,
United States. Mhidlippines. The 50c U.S.
surcharged for these islands s found vn paper with-
out wmk,
Adibesive.

Porte Rico. The surcharge on the stamps used
here is now changed to * Purkto Rico’ which
is the Spanish way. So far two adhesives and
two envelopes have appeared thus altered, so we
learn from the Weekly Philatelic Eva

Venezuela. The set surcharged * Resellada
—R.F.M." illustrated last month is comgleted by
the 2 bolivars and the 23c registration stamps.

Adhesive. 20 yellow, surcharge black,
Registration Stwnp, 2% brown, sureharge black,

He orange and black, no wink.

0

Discoveries, Errors, and Various
Notes.

Brazil. According to the 4/./. the 20 reis
wrapper exists with the head in the centre of the
stamp inverted.

B. Bechuanaland. Several journals have
been alluding to a 2d Cape, wmk CA., sur-
charged for this Colony, as a yreat discovery; but
Mr. Phillips in the A/ /. states that the 2d bistre
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with this wmk was obsolete in 1884, and that
the first Bechuanaland stamps were produced in
1886, the alleged discovery is an impossibility ; and
the stamp is in fact a forgery.

Canada. The A.7. of Ph. has seen the 2c on
3c numeral, with inverted surcharge.

Cyprus. We recently had the } piastre, wmk
cr, and CA., die I. in the blue-green shade of the
CC. issue, and as the stamp was in mint state
there can be no question of its being changed in
-colour. The } pi CA, surcharged *}" is in this
shade, and therefore the most likely supposition
is that one of the sheets missed the surcharge.

French China. Ze¢ 7.7, two months ago
chronicled the 50c and 5fr surcharged ** Chine™ in
red instead of Dlack, and we now hear that the
variety is due to an error, and that three sheets of
the lower value and one sheet of the 5t were all that
were printed,

Fiji. The Awstralian Philatelist states that the
6d has been found printed on Loth sides.

Holland. Mr. ]. Malings calls oar attention to
differences in the current 1 gulden of this country,
those now Deing used having the word * Gulden™
in somewhat thicker lettering, besides other differ-
ences. We see the same thing noted in the Mentily
Circular where it is also stuted that instead ot being
printed in sheets of 25 they are now in sheets of 5U
like the other values of this type.

Jamaica. A correspondent in Kingstown sends
us a list of curiosities which he has in famaican
stamps. The 1889-91, 1d, which should be litac and
mauve, he has inlilac and élue, lilac and pink and
lilac and carmine, but he unfortunately omits to state
whether the stamps are in mins condition ; as if
used or without gum the original manve is a very
€asy colour to change. I'he following is the list of
varieties of the 24d surcharge on 4d.

TWO PENCE HALF PLNNY.
WO PENCE ALF" PENNY.
TWO P¥NCE HALF PFNNY.

We should like to hear further whether in the second
‘one, the letters are missing from the surcharge, or
if it is only the surcharge which is partly ot the
stamp. We might here remark that we have this
stamp with the surcharge, TWO PENCE HALL
PENNF, the Y lcoking like a K with a stroke
removed.

Japan. On the occasion of the marriage of the
Crown Prince, new commemorative labels  will
be issued.

Liabuan. The London Philatelist chronicles,
on the authority of Mr. Franz Reichenheim two un-
chronicled varietiesof the 1593 surcharges, viz. 2con
40c amber, with inverted surcharge and the 6c on
16c grey with surcharge sideways and reading up
wards.

Malta. According to E.IV. 5.N, we may expect
an issue of {d stamps to be used for inland news-
papers.

Marianne Islands. The editor of the Coll. de
I.P. teports receiving a letter from these islands,
bearing a 5S¢ Philippine stamp of the last Spanish

issue surcharged *“ Marianas Espanolas® in anoblong
octagonal frame ; the letter was dated October 28th,
It is explained that Germany became owner of the
islands on the 12th of October, but did nit occupy
them until November. In the interveaing days
the stamps of the Philippines with the aove men-
tioned surcharge were used.

New Zealand. The /2.5.Z. says that the
9d purple is to be changed to red shortly.

Nicaragua. This litle republic is now in full
enjoyment of the luxurious issue supplied by the
obliging Dr. Asenjo. We strongly advise collectors
to leave these labels severely alone.

Queensland. A correspondent of the L.A.
says that the latest 4d stamp has not given satis-
faction in the colony, and there seems a probability
of its being withdrawn ; and that its sale has already
Leen stopped at the G.P.O. in Brisbane. Ifthatis
the case, what are they using in its place?

Trinidad. For the past two months many of
our contemporaries have been chronicling a new 3d
on 5d for this island, the first to do >0 we think,
being the 1.8 2. We doubted this stamp and did
not report it ; and we now hear that though the
stamp was prepared it was never issued. It was
described in the tirst place frum specimens sent to the
l'ostal Unioa Ofhze at Berne.

The want of a 3d stamip has probably by now been
filled by the 3d * FELE™ stamp vuerprinted with
the words “Surcharge l'ostage ™ in black ; which
we find chronicled in several journals.  We wait to
hear if this has actually been put into use. It is
said that the 5d stamp has been withdrawn,

Turks Island. There are rumours of a new
issue here, including 2/- and 3/- values ; all of an
entirely new design.

United States. The U.S, postal authorities
have been crediled with the intention of over-
printing all stamps sent to the varous pusi offices
with the name of town,and the /.45 /. claims to have
seen two thus surcharged for Minneapohs and Mil-
waukee, but the A./. of F4. thinks l!mt l'he Ger-
man paper is the object of a practical joke as
nothing is yet known about it in the States. )

There seems to be no doubt about the intention of
the U.S. o issue 2c stamps in the farm uf smallbooks
for the pocket which will contain 360 stamps 11 sixty
paves, with six stamps o apage. hese have been
aedered aready and will shortly be onsale.

IMPORTANT.

4% Particulars of a Novel
Competition will be found on
Page V. of Advertisements.
All readers can compete. %
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APRIL 20, 1900.

Philately at Thome.

THE EARLY ISSUES OF UGANDA.
By MRS. E. C. BAZETT.

[From The London Philatelist.)

The inclosed correspondence, owing to its
having been out to Uganda, and mnuch delayed
as well, is now some eight months old, and the
discussions which led to my writing have died
out, but it may nevertheless interest yon.

The Rev. E. Millar. CM.8. to whom I
wrote, was the printer of the two first issues of
the Uganda stanips, and therefore probably the
best authority about them. Briefly, what
caused me to write to him was having had
offered to me, and seen, numbers of stamps
whose authencity 1 doubted.

The early issues marked with Kampala post-
marks may have bezen, and probably were,
stamps private people had hed laid by. The
Kikuyu postmark evidently has been dune for
collectors, the town Kikuyu not being in
Uganda at all, but in British East Africa.

The Ankoli postmarks are now genuine
enough, but at the time I wrote I do not
think they were ; in fact, I know they were
not, as my son-in-law, who was at home with
us then, was corresponding with the officer in
charge of that district, and his letters hore no
such stamp; he also stated there were no
whites in the district.

The Ankoli was genuine enough, but at that
time the die had not, I think, left Kampala
(the headquarters of government in the capi-
tal), and it was probalbly applied there. The
sender of one letter with disputed stainps hap-
pened to be a civil oficer who was going to
Ankoli district, 8o he may have had the die in
his possession. You will see the first issue
appears to have been about 2000, and to have
been issued in two sizes, but my own measure
so erratically that I should not like to say what
these sizes are.

As to errors, their name is legion, if you take

in all the slips of the type. I have nothing I
should class as an error, though I have a strip
of the values 10 to 100, V.R. 96, of which the
100 and 20 are marked “U.R."” witha «“V"
overprinted, and a used 60 which was printed
“ 600" and the cipher struck out.

I have submitted the correspondence to your
journal, as, of course, the early settlers in
Uganda took no interest in Philately, and no
records have bsen kept, so that each year that
passes will make it more diffcult to clear up
disputed points ; and I thought you were pro-
bably the best person to secure a record of any-
thing which you might think worth recording
about the Philately of the country. 1 may say
1 know many of the missionaries there, and my
son-in-law has been in Uganda ahout eight
years, so that if 1 can be of any service to you
in helping to clear up the philatelic history of
the country by inquiring amongst the old
residents, 1 shall be most happy to do so.

“ Navinzups, Mexco, Ugaxpa,
‘“June Tth, 1899,

“Dear Mrs. Bazrrr,~—Your letter and
paper of conundrums arrived here on the 5th
inst., and I enclose the solutions of as many
problems as I can solve.

*“ The question of the green ink on stamps is
one 1 cannot solve, I never, to my knowledge,
used any green ink ; the violet ink ribbon looks
greenish when new. The present line is writ-
ten with a pieceof new ribbon. I donot know
whether you can see any difference. I do not
know the difference between laid and wove
paper, so could not answer that question. All
the stamps were printed on the one kind of
paper, and they were printed as wanted, hence
variations ; the first stamps were wider than
the next.lot. You may be able to tell forgeries
by very carefully measuring th: length of the
stamp. For example, this is & forgery :—
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*“The length of the others, the real ones, is
a very little shorter, perhaps this much (-).

“I inclose you a sheet of the paper from
which the stamps were printed. It is one of
the few I have left. I cannot illustrate my
remarks by specimens, as the stamps of the
early issues which I have are not accessible at
the present time. though I hope to have them in
England when I go there next year with the
Katikiro. The Government here had arranged
to supply me with some sheets of stamps of the
early issues, and these I got on my return here.
I see Stanley Gibbons, in the violet U.G.
edition, does not quote 30 and 40 shell stamnps,
though I think these were printed specially for
Dr. Ansorge and were never in circulation.
I think you would be safe in saying 30 and 40
shell values were printed in the violet U.G.
1ssue.

“(n page one, March 15th, is the first entry
for stanips T have in my books, and I think the
year was 1895, hut I am not sure at all, though
the probability is very strong—in fact, I am, in
my own mind certain the stamps were issued at
that time. My account of stamps seems to me
imperfect, as it only reaches to November 11th,
1895 (1), I suppose, and yet the printed stamps
did not, T think, come in till the end of 1896.

“The stamps were printed twelve lines on
a sheet, and then a line upside down on ths
bottom of the sheet ; this was done to econo-
misza paper.

‘¢ As regards stamps postmarked at Kikuyu.
In my time the mails were not stamped with
Uganda stamps for England, but I paid by
cheque. After T had left., the archdeacon
started stamping letters with Uganda stamps,
but even then they were inclosed in a bundle
for the agent at the coast, and never were the
stamps even cancelled, as faras I know.,  When
I came hack I began to cancel all the stamps
with a pencil on the home letters, and then
addressed them to the agent in a bundle. A
few letters were stampel with both Uganda
and LLB.E.A. stamps, and went loose, but even
then they would have bszen put in a bag and
sent to the postmaster direct, and it is most nn-
likely that a roadside station like Kikuyu should
stamp the letters. Anyhow, Kikuyu is no
more an official stamp than Reading would be,
and is no proof of genuineness. By the way,
the Kikuyu stamp marks *KIKURGU,” and
not * Kikuyu.” At least, as far as I know this
is 8o ; it used to be so, and I have a distinct
remembrance of seeing the same stamp a few
weeks back.

‘1 remain, yours sincerely,
“Erxest MILLAR.”

A specimen of the only paper on which these
stamps were printed was inclosed by Mr. Millar.
It is of a thin and brittle nature, laid horizon-

——

tally, with vertical lines about an inch apart,
i.e. verye batonne,

Mrs. Bazett's Questions, and
Mr. Millar’'s Replies.

1. @ What date were the first Uganda
stamps issued !

A. March 13th, 1895,

2. Q. What were the values, and were they
all typewritten ?

A. I am uncertain as to values, but think
they were 3, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50, 60, 100 ;
and about six at 35 and 45 were printed.

3. Q. What colours were used? and what
values in each colour ?

A. Violet, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 50, 100,
30 (1), 40 (1) ! black, 3, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35,
40, 45, 80, 60. I forget the colour of the 35
and 45 ; they were done for Dr. Ansorge.

4. Q. Were there any green typewritten ?

A. No; unless the green was due to the
newness of the ribbon,

5. ©. Were all the values written on the
same kind of paper?

A, Yes,

6. Q. Was the paper Iaid or wove ?
7. Q. Were there zny errors made which
could inerease the value of the stamp 1

A. Not intentional errors.
cases the figures were misplaced.

8. @. Have you any idea how many were
issued.

A. About 2000, I should think; but I
do not know.

9. @ Were they made only by you, by one
machine, and in one place ?

A. Only by me, on one machine, in one

In some

place.
10. Q. Were they ever stamped by a post-
marking stamp? or how were used stamps

marked !
A. Used stamps wers crossed with a

pencil.  Erasing stamps eame into use in 1898,
autumn.

11. q. How far could thesestammps carry
letters ?

A. Anywhere in the Protzctorate.
Q. Why wers the colours changed
A. Beeausa I put a different ribbon in
my typewriter.

13. Q@ Were thess expended when the second,
or 1896, issue came out ?

A. No.

14. . How were they typewritten? In
blocks of one value separately, or in ribbons
of increasing value, or sheets of each value
separataly 1

12.



72 PHILATELIC JOURNAL oF GREAT BRITAIN. April 20, 1000
4. In ribbons sometimes, but more A. Printed; “L” put on by Govern-
usually in linss, thus :— ment.
b ] b 7. Q. If printed, where and when {
10 10 10 A. Usoga, 1896, autumn, {
15 15 15 8, Q. Were any of thess in use at the same
20 20 20 time as the second issue ?

Sometimes in the common values whole sheets,

even. The first stamps were squarer than the
next lot printed ; 116 to the sheet, nine to the
row. Next lot were 143, eleven to row.
Second Issue, 1896.
1. Q. When did these come into use ?
A. About June, I fancy, but am not
sure,
2. Q. How printed? Blocks, sheets, or
ribbons ?
A. Ribbons and sheets and lines as be-
fore,
3. Q. What were the values 1
A, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50, 60,
100.
4., . What the colours ?
A. Violet, I think.
8. Q. Were they all typewritten ?
A, Yes, .
6. Q. Were they all on the same kind of
paper ?
A. Yes.
7. Q. Were there any errors ?
A. Accidental errors.
8. Q. Did they cease when the third issue

came out
A. A few were printed afterwards.
9. Q. Did these stamps carry to the same
distances as Issue 117
A, Yes.
10. . How postmarked or erased ?
by a regular stamp ?
A, Crossed with a pencil.
stamps here till autumn, 1898,

Third Issue, V.R.

Evar

No erasing

ls Q. Whers issued ?
A, At Government Stations,

2. @. Who made them, and where ?
A. C.M.S. press,

Usoga, by Kev. F.
Rowling.
3. Q. What was the difference betwe:n
those with and without an “ L 1"
A. Those with ““L” were supposed to
be faor local use only, and those without ¢ 1,"
for the Home Mail.
4. Q What difference in papers and what
values ?
A. 8 annas, 1 rupze, 5 rupees on better
paper. 1, 2, 3, 4, 8 annas, . 1,
2. Q. Whera and why were the “L's” dis-
<continuad ?
A, T supposa the ‘L ” was useless.
6. Q. Were they typewritten or printed !

A. Yes.

9. Q. When were these first postmarked
with a stamp ?
A. Autumn, 1898,
Q. Waere they only ‘¢ Kampala” stamped?
A. No.

11. q. Werethere others stamped ** Ankole,”
‘¢ Lubeva,” or ¢ Lubas’ issued at the same
time.

10.

A. As soon as the dating and erasing

stamps arrived they were put in use.
12. . Are either of the previous issues
likely to have been wsed with these postinarks ?
4. Possibly, if anyone had stored them

up.

I13.".;9. Will you explain why some people in
England are selling stamps, which they call
tete-beche, or one row reversed head against
head, or pairs side by side raversed ¢

[I have been told it was to use all the
paper, the sheet bsing turned for the last
row, and that ons side of a sheet is printed
and then turned and printad the other way,
go that central pairs are made from the cut-
ting a pair each sids of the centre divisions,
vne printing being thus upside dewn. These
have been offered for sale at absurd prices. |

A. Ask the printer; it was only done
for convenience of printing, or by an error of
the boy. I send you two specitens of such
stamps ; the 3 annn style is the commoner of
the two.

14. q. Is Kikuyu in Uganda?
A. No.
156. Q. Is it in Postal Union? Does it be-

long to B.E.AL?

A. Yes, Yes,

16 Q. Are the Uganda stamps used on enve-
lopes ever opened and stamped there ! or are
the stamps going the rounds with Wikuru on
them, only some that have been marked for sale
to collectors {

A. Letters were stampsd here with
Uganda and B.E.A. stamps, the latter to be
stamped at the coast. I have never seen a
Kikuyu postmark on a Uganda stamp, and
think it most unlikely, from what I know of
Kikuyu, that anyone there would open the bags
addressad to the Postmastzr, Mombasa; they
were probably stampad for collactors,

17. @ Can you explain tirst issue stamps,
said to bs ‘“*a block of 80 value,” sent to a
dealer and postmarizei ** Ankole,” dats Nov,
or Dac., 1898, !

Wero these values printsd in a block. or
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were they in ribbons of graduated value, like a
strip I had sent me of yours ?

A. I do not understand what you mean
by a block. AsfarasI can remember, I never
printed more than twenty-two 50 shell stamps
on & sheet, as that value was not much used.
These stamps must have been stored for years,
and then postmarked when the erasing stamp
came up.

“THE LONDON PHILATELIST.”

The March number is an exceptionally good
one. The principal article is the account given
by Mrs. Bazett of her investigations into the
history of the first three issues of Uganda,
which we reproduce in full. There is also a
long review of Messrs. Mirabaud & de Reuter-
skijld’s book, *‘The Postage Stamps of Swit-
zerland,” which has been published in three
languages, viz. : 150 copies in English, 150 in
German, and 200 in French, the price being
£6 per copy. From this critique we gather
that even at that price the book is cheap, for the
illustrations of the Cantonals, which are in the
original colours, are such exact reproductions
that Mr. Castle thinks many collectors might
be content, if in possession of this book, to con-
sider themselves complete in the early issues
and take up the collection of the stamps at the
silk thread issue.

We were rather astonished to find & report of
*The Philatelists’ War .Auction,” which oc-
curted on Thursday, 28th of March, published
in The London Plilatelist thirty-six hours after
the last lot was sold. This was smart work
when the style and general get-up of that
journal is remembered.

(f————e

The Monthly Journal contains another article
from the pen of Mr. B. W. Warhurst on Colours
and their names. Notes and News from Ifaly,
by M. C. J. Phillips, from which it would seem
that stamp dealing in Rome is not actuated by
high ideals, if we can deduce anything from the
foﬁowiug sentence. *‘The only dealer in
gennine stamps that I met was Mr. P. Becchini,
who has a shop in the Via due Marcelli.
Collectanea, by Mr. Gee. B. Duerst who is not
unknown to readers of the P.J.G.B., a collec-
tion of news items from many quarters, is now a
regular feature, A long letter from Mr. Hegin-
bottom, on Duible Postmarks which is answered
in the editorial of the same number is also
worthy of attention. Chatty Notes from Ans-
fralia by Bassett Hull, and the usual features,
complete a very good number. We miss the
continuation of the Indian Native States
articles which Major Evans has taught us to
look for with interest.

Stamps. The March number of Stamps

Contains Fiscal Nutes, by A, Preston Pearce,
interesting to Fiscalists, Post Card Notes by Mr.
W.T. Wilson ; Reviews, and general notes. We
also notice that there is now a ** New Issue
column, which in our opinion scarcely improves
the paper. Hitherto Stamps has made a feature of
not chronicling new issues inthe ordinary way ;
we preferred it when it held that distinction.
By the way, Mr. Warhurst's name is now
associated with Mr. Heygate’s as editor.

The Frlatelic Record.—In the current pum-
ber The Forum under which heading the
Collector’s Catalogue question is discussed, con-
tains an * aflinnative” answer to the question
whether such a catalogue, if produced, could be
made to rule the market value of stamps. The
question is one which eminently adapts itself
to different points of view. If a negative
answer is required an excellent and convine-
ing negative answer is ready to hand. Should
the editor say ‘ Let there be an affirmative
answer ! ” Lo! an affirmative answer, equally
irrefutable, is forthcoming. Mr. Oldfleld sup-
plies very good aflirmative reasons this month.
The only way to settle the difficulty is to produce
the catalogue and watch its effect, and this, if
we are not mistaken is the way in which it will
shortly be tested, but if it is to have any chance,
let it be published in book form and not serially
in the pages of a magazine, as Mr. Oldfield
suggests. In the latter case Antigus would be
a curiosity by the time we reached Zululand.
Mr. Oliver’s work on the Stamps of Lurem-
bowry, brings the story down to the officials,
where he has our sympathy, though he does not
seem to need it. Mr. J. W._ Jones isthe
Notable Philatelist this month, and his photo-
graph is very successfully reproduced in a
foliated frame, imperf.

The Stamp Collector's Fortnightly,—The best
feature in the S.C.F. is an article on the stamps
of Brazil by Evan T, Roberts, of which two
chapters have so far appeared. Regarding the
raison d'etre of the perforated figure issue of
Brazil, Mr. Roberts is greatly perplexed, but he
says the generally accepted story as to the per-
foration is a8 follows: The Postmaster General
at that time either bought or had lent to him a
perforating machine which belonged to an
English Bank in Rio de Janeiro. This was
placed in the Public Hall of the head post
office in Rio, and was used to perforate the
sheets of stamps, by the clerks or the public
indiscriminately. They must have been per-
forated hastily as we find the stamps imperf,
both horizontally and vertically. All the stampe
are of the rarer kind, and doubtless would be
scarcer still, but for the abundance of forged
perforations which are in existence. However,
the forger generally made the perfs too many,



74

-

PHILATELIC JOURNAL

OF GREAT BRITAIN. April 20, 1000,

-ortoo few. The only genuine perforation ia 13}.
The S.C.F. is following our lead in reproduc-
ing the photos of ** Notable Philatelists.”  No.
1 is Mr. M. P. Castle, with which they are just
ahead of the P.J.G.B. in point of time.

»

Morley's Philatelic Journal improves each .

month. It only contains eight pages, but we
must say of it that all wo read therein is original,
and though primarily intended for collectors of
Fiscals, ‘there is always something to interest
generalists. ‘“ Philately as an aid to Culture,”
by Edward Bsll, M. A. is the title of a series of
articles, of which the first ‘In the Study of
Poetry,” appears in the April number. Under
¢ Discoveries " appears the following note. It
has probably not escaped notice that the Zulu-
land Statistics, printed on our first page last
month, did not include Nos. 17, 18 and 19 of
Gibbon's catalogue, these being the ds., 9s. and
20s,, fiscals of Natal overprinted for use in the
neighbouring territory. We are now definitely
informed by Mr. L. H. J. Walker, that they
were not issued as posiage stamps, and never
legitimately did postal service.” The statistics
referred to were supplied by Mr. Walker of
Pietermaritzburg, who obtained them from the
late Commissioner of Stamps in that country.
They refer to Zululand stamps «ctitally sold.
Overprinted Natal Stamps.

id., gresn ... 11,245
1d., lilac .. 120,224
6d., 6,325

The 6d., was chiefly used for revenue purposes.
Overprinted British Stamps.

4d. vermilion . 268,224
1d., lilac ... 489,776
2d., green and carmine 31,987
23d., purple on blue 28,644
3d., brown on yellow 11,949
4d., green and brown 20,260
8d., lilac and blue 6,428
6d., purple on red ... 11,405
9d., purple and blue 3,701
1s., green . 4,664
bs., carmine ... . 998

Most of the b shilling stamps were used fiscally.

Ewen's Weekly Stamy News.—No, 25 of this
journal contains an exhaustive article on the
Canada map stamps, wherein it is shown thac
the position of the red spots denoting the British
possessiony in the Pacific Ocean varies consider-
ably in different stamps on the same sheet. 1t
is also stated that in sheets bearing different
marginal numbers, which are presumably plate
Nos. (viz. 1, 2, 3, and b), the relative
positions  of the warieties on tho sheet
vary, although infinitesimally. The wvarieties
are so numerous and the differences so
minute (in mest cases) that their collection is
not likely to become popular. FPerhaps a hup-
dred years hence someone will try to recon-

“the principle featurs

struct 2 shest from pairs and blocks, and if the
varieties notad in this ariicle ara consistent,
which we have nob yet been able to test, there
woult be no very graab dificalty in doing it.

Poystal Crrds cwnd Covers.—Tha sacond nam-
bar of this Quartarly has coms to hand. Mr.
Warhurst, that indefatigable writar, provides
in an article haaded
‘“Minor Varieties, Colours, etc.” New Issues
and, Notgs are the only other foatures, and we
advigs the F.C. & C. to ““buck up” a hit if it
wishas to hold its place. :

Other journalsr:ceived:— The Stump Collzctor,
The Philatelic Chronicle and Adwertiser, and
Smith’s Monthly Circular,

Philately on ‘the Continent

THE REPRINTS OF SARDINIA.
By Dr. F. KalCKiloFF,
From the Deuische Briefmarken-Zeitung.

At the mention of reprints, collectors at ouce
think of Sardinia, as nearly all Sardician stamps
have been reprinted privately in very large quanti-
ties. Regarding these reprints something has indeed
been written, but these publications refer chiefly to
the old letter sheets, and as far as [ know nothing
has heen mentioned about the reprints of adhesive
stamps, except in the well known works on reprints.
The history of the Sardinian reprints is therefore in
many respects interesting, and still requires elucida-
tion on several points, so that it will not he purpose-
less to draw up a summary of what has hitherio heen
known about them in order to create a foundation
for further investigation.

(a,) ADHESIVE STAMPS.

Itis we)] kpown that the first stampsissued by
Sarinia were lithozraphed and made their appear-
ance on Jan, 1st, 1851, It need hardly be men-
tioned 1l;at the stamps were forged innumerable
rimes andl were therefure, according to the sugges-
tion of the engraver an- printer .’\Ia}mireof Turin
replaced by embosser] ones. 'l_'his firat issue is the
only onc of which no reprints exist,

+ The second issue was pr- claimed by u royal decree
.of May 7th, 1853

{see fFidora in * Beitrage zur
Postwertzeichenkun-e ”? val. 2).  As the stamps of
the first issue had currency and were used till
Sept. 30th, 18533, it may be concluded that the new
issue was not immediately made use of, at any rate
not before the second half of May, Moeus men-

. tions the 1st June ]_B-)d, as ]mving heen |)l’|lhﬂh]y the

date of issue. The stamps of this second issue are
embossed on coloure | paper ; these, however, eould
nat be kept in use very long, either on the acconnt
of manufacture of such coloured paper being
difficult or because of 1he embossinyg cutting through
the paper too easily. A third issae was therefore
created in which the embossed prirting was kept (also
the frame), hut the paper employed was white and
strong with acoloured frame for background, Theissue
of these stamps was never proclaimed officially to
the public,

(To be continned.)
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No. 5.—Me. E. D. BACON.

AMr. Edward Denny Bacon certainly deserves a
very prominent position in our Gallery of leading
Philatelists, for no man has ever done more faith- !
ful, useful and arduous
work for the sake of our

Mr. Bacon’s particular fancy soon after joining
the Society was the study of postcards, and of these
he formed & collection which was unequalled, On
parting with this coliection to Mr. Tapling, among
whose treasures it now rests at the British Museum,
he started specializing Japan. This too was a
marvellous collection and included entire sheets of
all the stamps that exist. He also took wrappers,
posteards and envelopes
the number of varieties of

hobhy.

It is perhaps not quite
correct to speak of stamp
collecting as a mevre hobby,
in  connection with Mr,
Bacon, for the rescarches
which he has made into the
past history of our Colenial
stamps and hix published
writings thercon, demmons-
teate that ¢ science ™ would
be a much more suitable
word. In fact he. asmuch
as anvhbody, hns helped to
raise Philately above the
ridicule  whieh  popular
ignorance levelled at it in
carlier davs.

Born in 15€0, hie was enly

nineteen when he joined
the Piilatelic  Society,
London. In Octolier, 1882,
e was clected 1o the

Commi:tee and was made
Hon. Treasurer in the enrly

which ran well into four
figures.

But since Mr. Bacon has
had the arrangement of the
Tapling Collection at the
British  Museum entrusted
to him, his own collecting
proclivities  have been
greatly restricted.  For the
past scven years he has
laboured untiringly at the
Muscam, spending on an
average three days n week
there arranging and classi-
fying the stamps, and he is
to be congratulated on the
completion of the work.
We are now looking for-

- ward to the arrangement of
¢ the colleetion in  the
* cabinets, in the manner de-
seribe:d in our last volume,
by which means the whole
collection will be on viewat
one time. The Museum

part of 1885, and Hon,
Secretary in November of
the same year. Unfortunately he found in 1583,
that his time was too much occupied with other
matters to enable him to give proper attention to
his duties in conncction with the Society, so he
resigned the Secretaryship, and was presented on
the occasion with a hundsome silver salver. The
presentation was made - by the late Mr. T. K.
Tapling.

authorities have not the
mcney to spend for this
purpose at present, and ths will probably serve
for some time as an excuse for the singular apathy
with which this most valuable collection appears
to be regarded by the ** powers that be.”

We can do no mote in our limited space than
mention some of the results of Mr. Bacon’s re-
searches which have been published from time to
time. The Hand-books on St. Vincent and
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Barbados which he wrote in conjunction with

Lieut. Napier, and which were published by Stanley

Gibbons, Limited, will stand for all time as the
most authoritative reference books on those sub-
jects, while almost all our old Colonial stamps and
many others besides have been most exhaustively
treated by him in the pages of the Philatelic
magasines, and in the works of the London Society.

Rew lea\;és to Cut.

WaItrieLp Kixag’s CataLoere, 1900.

The Universal Standard Catalogue of the
Postage Stamps of the World., Second Edition,
1900. Whitfield, King & Co., Ipswich, 348 pp.
Price 1s. 3d. net. )

That a second edition of this catalogue should
have been needed twelve months after the
publication of the first is evidence not so much
that the prices have . altered, but that the work
has been appreciated.

The real strength of the work lies in the fact
that it is the only handbook, either priced or un-
“priced, which is not calculated to dismay young
cellectors by the complexity of the varieties and
jssues, For in this catalogue all varieties which
are not immediately patent to the eye, such as
differences of perforation, of type, or surcharge,
are rigidly ignored. - It is in fact a catalogue of
long ago brought up to date, and is calculated
to be of lasting benetit to Philately in the allure-
" metts it holds out for beginners.

TELEGRAPH STAMPS.

Cutalogue. of the Telegraph Stamps of the
World compiled and published by Walter Morley,
16, Brownhill Gardens, Catford, Lundon, S.E.
179 pp. . Pricebs. )

We have received this work, but must con-
fess that owing to our limited knowledge of
telegraph stamps we are unable to speak with
suthority on the intrinsic value of its contents,
But if this is at all on a par with the excellence
of the.printing and binding, and the clearness of
the illustrations (of which there are 369), noth-
ing further is wanted to meke perfection.

There are apparently only 48 countries which
have issued telegraph stamps, and in many of
these the list of varieties is very small, the

Sonth Australian Yarieties
Simplified.
(Continued.) t
By M. Z. KUTTNER.

2.—The Stamps Perforated 10.

This set comprises the following values: 1d.,
3d., 4d., 6d. and 1s.

The 1d is found in most of the shades of
yellow-green and blue-green appearing in the
114 and 11} x 12} issues, compared with which
it is about equally rare, shade for shade, while
used, in good condition, it is perhaps a trifle
rarer.

The 3d. appears in three very distinct varie-
ties : First, in shades of more or less dull slate
blue with the surcharge in carmine, this being the
first issue of a stamp of the value in question.
Unused, this is & very rare stamp, though used
specimens are fairly plentiful. 1 do not, how-
ever, remember having seen more than one or
two evenly-centred copies in either condition.

The - second printing of this value was in
shades of sky-blue with the surcharge in black,
the stamps being about equal in rarity—or,
perhaps, a trifle rarer—than the corresponding
shades with the smaller perforation.

The last printing with this perforation has the
surcharge in black on various shades of dark
blue, corresponding with the comunoner ones
found perf. 114 and 113 x 124. It is about as

- rare as the latter stamp unused and very little

worst offenders in this respect being Great -

Britain, the Spanish-Colonies, and Ceylon. The
last named seems to have been most carefully
written up, and bears speaking testimony to the
pains which Mr. Morley has expended upon the
work. There are 110 illustrations of Ceylon
telegraph stamps, alone. All collectors of these
stamps, we are sure, must have a copy of this
-catalogue, while most dealers will find it an
invaluable addition to their works of reference.

rarer in used condition.

The 4d is found in shades of dull purpls and
dull lilac, and is fairly common used. Unused,
it is rather rarer than the 1d.

A variety of the 4d. is found p rinted on the
paper watermarked V and Crown used for the
Victorian stamps. Thisand the small 2d. value
(to be referred to later) were issued about
1871, during a temporary shortage in the supply
of the ordinary paper. Such specimens as do
not show the watermark clearly may be dis-
tinguished by the thinner nature of the paper
and its peculiar netted appearance when held
up to the light.

-The majority of these stamps were surcharged
with Departmental letters, so that unsurcharged
used specimens are decidedly rare. Unusad,
this stamp is one of the greatest of the South
Australian rarities,

This stamp is known printed on both sides.
though the only specimen I have ever seen was
surcharged for Departmental use.

The 6d. is known only in shades of Prussian
blug, sand is a very rare stamp unused, though
plentiful enough used.

The 1s. is found only in chestnut-brown, and
is always printed from badly-wiped plates, thus
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appearing to be on surface-coloured paper.
Though ordinary copies are fairly plentiful used,
evenly-centred specimens are ertremely difficult
to obtain, a remark that applies in yet greater
degree to unused ones, the majority of these
latter (which are nevertheless far from common)
being either much off-centre or else imperf. on
one side.

All stamps of this set are very difficult to
obtain in pairs or blocks.

3.—The Stamps Perforated 10, 11},
123 Compound.

The values known with this perforation are
as follows : 1d., 3d., 4d., 6d., 1s. and 2s.

The 1d. again appears in all the usual shades
of yellow-green and blue-green, and is of about
equal rarity to the corresponding shades with
the small perforation,

The 3d. is found only with the black sur-
charge on shades of dark blue. Unused it is
extremely rare, and is anything hut common
used, being, in my opinion, by far the rarest
used variety of that value. As matters of
curiosity I may add thzt I have never seen a

specimen with any other perforation than 113

by 10, and that 1 have used copies printed from
badly-wiped plates similar to the 1s. perf. 10
above referred to,

The 4d., which is found in the usual shades of
«ill purple and dull lilac, is not particularly
T, either used or unused, a vemark that
applies equally to the 6d., which now appears in
various shades of dark blue and Prussian blue.

The !¢, found only in chestnut-brown, has,
iy opinion, a similar clain to that of the 3d.
to be the rarest variety of its value. Until
ytiite recently I had never seen an unsurcharged
specimen with any other perforation than 11}
by 10. while 1 doubt whether 1 have seen more
than abwsat a couple of dozen used copies. Un-
used 1 have never heard of a thoroughly
satisfactory specimen.

The 2s. pale rose-canmine is, so far as my ex-
perience rres, cven raver than the 1s., hardly
uny used specinens and no unused one being
known to me. Both the 1s. and the 2s. are,
however, fairly common with Departmental
surcharges. The 2. deep carmine-lake is a
rather rare stamp unused, but is as yet not very
dafferlt to obtain in a used state,

The Stamps with Star [l Watermark.
The values of the early types found with this
watermark  (fully described previously) are the
3d. (black surcharge on 4d. printed in blue),
4d.. G6d . Is. and 2s. Of course they are only
found perforated. The list is as follows ;—

1. Periforated n4, 11§ by 123.

3d. (on 4d.) in shades of dark and bright
blue. This stamp is rather difficult to getun-

used and evenly centred, the great majority
of the specimens that I have seen apparently
coming from the same printing—sa rather pale
shade—and being wery unevenly perforated.
Specimens are known with distinct double
surcharges.

4d. dull purple, and dull lilac (shades)
—red lilac (many shades from pale to dark).
This stamp in the first printings (of approx-
imetely the same shades as the specimens with
the pointed star watermark) is very rare
indeed unused, and extremely difficult to find
used, the earlier stamps (lst star) being
frequently mistaken for it. The majority of
the shades of the red-lilac printings are fairly
common unused and plentiful used. Some-
times they become oxydised, and in that con-
dition are mistaken or palmed off as the rare early
printing (eerb sap.) In 1886, this stamp appearsd
on paper varying from the normal to a thickness
approaching that of cardboard. Occasionally
changelings in colours approaching that of the
2s. are offered as errorw. :

The 6d. blue (shades from medium to dark)
is fairly common in most shades, unused, 1Itis
chronicled as being found imperforate .verti-
cally, but I confess 1 should like to see a pair
in this condition. Some of the shades approx-
imate to the rarer. and earlier shades of the
early printings with the 1lst star watermark,
with which they must not be confounded. ..

1s. brown (shades of red-brown, lake-brown,
sepia, and dull’ brown': None of these, with

" the exception of the more decided:lake-brown, is

very rare unused, and all are fairly plentiful
used. This stamp also is found in shades sug-
gesting the rare first printings of the perforatad
stamps with the early watermark, and also on
the thick paper previously referred to. Unused
specimens without full gum should be very
carefully examined, as a number of cleverly
cleaned copies are about. The 1s. is chronicled
as imperforate vertically, but I have never
#een a Pair,

28. crimson-lake (shades). The remarks
on the 1s. as regards rarity, shades suggesting
early printings, and cleaned specimens, apply
to this stamp also.

Quite recently these two values—1s. and 2s,,
have appesared, the 1s. in a dull brown, per-
forated by a new machine of the same gauge, but
with very much larger and clearer hules than
befure.

2.—Perforated 10.

The 6d. dark blue is the only value found
with this perforation. It is fairly rare unused,
but not particularly difficult to obtain used.

3. —Perforated 10, 114, 12§ Compound.
4d. dull purple, dull lilac, red-lilac (shades),
The remarks mads about the corresponding
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stamp with the small perforation apply to this
stamp also. It is known imperforate vertically.

6d blue, In this case too I can add nothing
to what I-have said about the 6d. perforate
113, 114 by 124, except that the stamp is not
known in pairs imperforate vertically. I have a
single specimen that appears satisfactory, hut I
have my doubts. I may here refer to a so-
called imperforate variety of this value ; 1 have
not seen the stamp in question, but I should
imagine it to be either a proof or a cut speci-

- . men originally perforated 10 either simple or com-

pound, as unevenly perforated copies of both
these varieties are very common,

1s. brown, lake-brown. This stamp varies
comparatively little in shade, the majority of
the specimens seen being in a full dark red-
brown shade. It is very rare unused, and not
over plentiful used. I have never seen a satisfac-
tory specimen in the lake-brown shade.

24. crimson-lake. About equal in rarity to
the variety with the small perforations, the
remarks on which apply to it also. s known
imperforate vertically.

6d. altramarine. This stamp appeared in
1886 and is not rare unused, and very common
used. Is found on paper varying from thin
to thick card.

This concludes the list of varieties of the large
gized stamps. Of the smaller sized ones the
earliest to be issued was

The od. Value.

This appeared with THE NARROW sTakin the
following varieties :—

() Rouletted in shades of grey-lilac.
Moderately rare unused, common used. Not
often seen in paira,

(by Perf. 11} x roulette, 114 and 113 x 124
and roulette. I place these two varieties together,
as I consider that the tirst is a purely accidental
variation of the secomd. These stamps are of
course in the grey-lilac shades, the specimens in
red-lilac, mauve or violet, sometimes seen, having
forged roulettes. The perf. x roulette is very
rare, the only specimen I have ever seen being
in my collection. Good specimens of the perf.
and rouletted varieties are also far from common
used, and 8o far as I amn aware, only one unused
copy is known. :

i¢) Perforated 114, 114 by 123.—In thesc
varieties the stamp appears in shades of red-
lilac, mauve and violet, all of which are far from
common unused, the red-lilac shades bheing
extremely rare. Used, they are not particularly
difficult to obtain in any shade. The violet
shade is found printed on both sides, and is not
particularly rare in this condition. With THE
Broap PoisTEp STAr this stamp appears
perforated 114 and 11} by 12} in shades of red-
lilac and lilac-rose. It is very common used and

unused. Specimens are known printed {very
faintly) on the reverse, the weaker impression
sometimes occurring sideways. ‘
Occasionally, changslings, both of these stamps
and the corresponding varieties' with the first
star, are offered as the rare perforated and rou-
letted varieties. These should be guarded against.

The Tenpence Stamps.

These, as most people know, were formed by
printing from the 9d. plate in various shades of
orange or yellow, and surcharging the im-
pression with the words TEN PENCE in a
curve in either blue or black. There are six
minor varieties of setting of this surcharge ; the
stamps are found rouletted, perf. by roul, and
perf., and with one exception, bear the early
type of star watermark., I will now deal with
the varieties in order, commencing with those
having the surcharge in Dlwe.

Of these the first to he issued were ROULETTED,
the printings being in shades of either orange-red
or yellow. The orange-red is not particularly
rare unused, and fairly common used. Indeed,
in this latter state it is the most frequently met
with of all the 10d. stamps, and moreover is
generally found in good condition.  The yellow
is moderately rare unused, though I fancy that
the difficulty of obtaining specimens is mainly a
question of price. Used, it 1= hardly less common
than the orange-red, except in the case of really
fine specimens, which are few and far between.

The next variety to be issued was perf. 113 by
roulette.  This is found in shades of yellow
varying from pale to light reddish-orange. Un-
used, it is one of the great rarities : used. it is
fairly plentiful even in good condition, and in
my opinion is slightly commoner than the per-
forated variety, though priced higher hy
Gibbons. It is known printed on hoth sides,

Practically contemporaneous with this are the
varieties perf. 114 and 114 by 124, which are
found in almost the same shades,  Unused, they
are of excessive rarity—indeed 1 have never
sezn aspecimen in this condition. Used, they are
moderately common, though not easy to tind in
good condition.

A subvariety of this stanp is perforated 114,
but bears the watermark Crown and SA (wide),
having evidently been printed on the paper
made for the small 2d. (to be hereafter referied
to. I do not know of the existence of an un-
used copy, and have seen only one or two
perfect used specimens, and about four or five
more or less damaged used ones, including the
copy in my collection.

The stamps with the BLACK SURCHARGE all
hzar the star watermark and are found
rouletted, perf. 114 and 114 by 124, and perf.
10, 104, 124 compound,

( 70 be continued.)
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Capt. A. J. V. DureLL, District Pay Officer,
Cape Town, S. Africa.
Proposed by Miss G. Killick, Seconded by
T. H. Hinton.

NEW MEMBER.
R. R. BoGErT, Paris, France.

LIBRARY.
The Ilon. Librarian acknowledges with thanks:—

‘4 Stamps,’’ April.
*¢ Junior Stamp Collector,” No. 2.

NOTICES,

The Sixth Meeting of the season took place at
Essex Hall on April 25th. Present—Dr. Marx (in
the chair), P. L. l'emberton, W. G. Hawkins,
D Citraes, and the Hon. Sec. Dr. Marx gavea
display of his collection of German and ltalian
Siates, used and unused, which with the interesting
remarks on these stamps, was much appreciated by
these | resent.

Annual General Meeting.

The Annual General Meeting and Election of
Officers and Committee will be held at Essex 1lall,
Essex Street, sStrand, on Wednesday Evening,
May 30, at 8 p.m. The question of arranging a
competitive exhibition amongst the members v be
held during next seasom will be discnssed. Al
members are urgently requested to attend.

TIIOs. [I. HINTON,
Hon. Sec. and ‘I'reasurer,
Int. Phil. Union.
5, Paultons Square,
Chelsea, London, S.\V.
May 11, 1900,

REPORTS OF OTHER SOCIETIES.

SHEFFIELD PHILATELIC SOC!ETY.

The thirteenth ordinary meeting of this Societ
was held April 4th, at Sisson’s Office, 74, Hig{l
Street.

The evening was devoted to a sale and exchange
of stamps.

The fourteenth meeting was held Wednesday
evening, April 25th,

The President (Mr. G, H. Hunt) occupied the
chair,

Mr. F. H. Metcalfe read a most instructive paper
on ** Someclever forgeries and how to detect them.”’
Mr. Metcalfe confined himself to the forgeries of
Great Britain and Colonies, as he did not collect
other countries, The essayist stated that minute
as some of the differences between genuine and
forged stamps were, and ingenious as the imitation
might be, there was always some little thing either
exaggerated or omitted which made all thedifference
between a stamp which is a joy to the Philatelist
to collect, and a fraud which is not worth the paper
upon which it is printed. In each case Mr. Met-
calfe exhibited the forged stamp along with the
genuine, so that the members were able to compare:
and note the differences as the paper was read.

The best thanks of the meeting were conveyed to
Mr. Metcalfe for his instructive and interesting

paper,
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Recollections of 20 Years’
Stamp Dealing.

By THrovor BuHL.

I am not going to cummence this article by
telling my readers that I was *‘ asked to write
my reminiscences,” because no one asked me,
and unti! a sudden idea occured to me a few
‘days ago such a notion had never entered my
head. It occurred to me that my experiences of
collectors and dealers, extending over twenty
years, would be interesiing tc the present day
philatelists, the majority of whom probably do
not remember our old days when watermark
varieties were ignored, and varieties of per-
foration had hardly secured even an official
‘recognition in the catalogues.

Owing to the length of my experience, and
the close contact into which I have been brought
with all the most prominent collectors and dealers
both at home and abrosd, I am in a position to
throw fresh light on many episodes of philatelic
history and to recall the circumstances of most
of the big *‘deals™ which have marked the
course of the stamp trade during the period I
have named.

I hope my readers will not mind my starting
" the story from the period when I wore knicker-
bockers. I was not quite five years old when I
had my first collection. This was made for me
by two e'derly ladies at West Drayton, and
consisted of all the ordinary penny stamps, cut
off the letters as they arrived, and stuck into
a memorandum book. What became of that
I do not know. About eight years later 1 began
to take a more serious view of stamp collecting,
stimulated by the enthusiasm shown by several
of my schoolfellows, and I secured first an
“Improved” and afterwards an ‘*‘Imperial ”
album. 1 remember, on one occasion, recover-
ing from a long illness and that I had such a
sudden craving for one of Stanley Gibbons’ 4s.
packets that X sent up for it by hand. KEither
I would not trust the post, or the firm, but I
remember well how disappoined I felt that the
2d. and 4d. Mauritius, *‘ unused,” had the word
‘‘ cancelled ” printed across their faces. How-
ever we were not so particular then, and they
filled up the spaces.

Soon after this I commenced ¢‘dealing,” that
is to say I made up penny packets and sheets
and gave them for sale on commission to the

~ small stationers’ shops in the neighbourhood.
Good places for selling were Denmark Hill,

Camberwell, and Brixton, but it was up-hill
work competing with such a well-known firm as
Stafford Smith & Co., of Brighton. Little
did I think that in after years 1 should sit om
committees with my formidable opponent, and
discuss the question of spending hundreds of
pounds to suppress forgeries. We did not colleet
forgeries then if we knew them to be such,
but I am afraid many a hundred must have
passed through my hands. I remember some
wonderful packets advertised from Liverpool by
s man who has evidently long since given up
the business. They were cheap, but there was
not & genuine stamp in the lot, and he published
a price list of sets, every stamp of which was a
forgery, Think of it! you readers who are
annoyed at finding a few forgeries in a collection
nowadays. The poor imitations hailing from
Germany, and their rather superior brethren
from Liverpool and the Midlands, were scattered
broadcast in hundreds of thousands, probably
millions, and these have only been weeded out
in course of time by the growth of philatelic
knowledge, aided largely by the philatelic
journals which began to spring up about the
early eighties.

The first periodical I remember was the
Stamp Collectors’ Jouwrnal, of Bury St. Edmunds,
but I bhelieve there were one or two small ones
appearing in the provinces. The Record
appeared in 1879, and I founded the Stump
News in 1882, but as I shall refer to the various
magszines later on, 1 will dismiss them for the
prosent.

It was in 1879 that I left school and started
in the City, strangely enough in the paper trade,
but my employment was of short duration as
my employer failed, and after a few montha
olsewhere I was taken ill. It was during the
few months in the City that I first met several
philatelists who were then well known, and
commenced active dealing. The principal
meeting place then was in old Leadenhall
Market, before it was pulled down for the pre-
sent structure, outside the shop of a dealer
pammed Palmer, whose nephew is now a dealer
in the City. In the luncheon hour, the clerks
from City houses in the neighbourhood would
come down with any stamps they had secured
from the momning mails, and well-known col-
lectors such as Mr. Burnett, Mr. J. J. Kern,
and others, were frequently to be seen hunting
for bargains. 1 well remember iny first *‘ dis-
covery ' of the 2¢c on 8¢ Philippines with the
error “COREROS,” which I showed to Mr.
Kern, who was s member of the London
Philatelic Society, and who sent the information
to ths Record. Another meeting place which
gradually became popular was outside *‘ Tod-
hunter's,” & law stationer’s in Gresham Street,
who sold stamps on commission for various
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<dealers, principally—at that time—for Mr. G.
H. Callf, who was frequently seen in the
neighbourhood, as were many other dealers, such
-85 Messri. Hinton, Bannister, Hudson, and
-others who sre now forgotten. Todhunter's
shop was the resort of most of the important
-oollectors of the time, among whom I remember
Messrs. Burnett, Castle, Garth, Bacon, and the
late Mr. Pearson Hill, who was a frequent
visitor. At the time, Mr. T. W, Cheveley had
an office in Leadenhall Street, but we did not
see much of him round the ¢ exchanges.”

After a time Todhunter sold nany stamps
for me, but prices were different then to what
they are now. I had dozens of the 4d. on 1s,
8t. Vincent, and the highest price, which was a
big figure then, was 15s. each! After I had
been dealing some time I received the firat con-
signment of the various surcharges of Turk's
Islands, and most of these were sold fromn the
window in Gresham Street at an average of
-about 15s. to 20s. per sheet of thirty showing
-all the types! Another stamp which I was the
first to show in London was the 1d. on half 6d.
Tobago (pen and ink surcharge). I remember
finding several pairs and singles of these in &
mixed lot of stamps, and the price was 15s,
each. As far as I recollect, Mr. Burnett had
the last pair. Geo. Callf had then been dealing
for some time, and was in the habit of getting
many fine things which were disposed of at
prices which would make anyone’s mouth water
now. Of course we had to learn, as we were
not pampered with catalogues, and the informa-
tion furnished by the KRecord and the S.C.J.
gave us no idea of values. The only priced
-catalogue was Stanley Gibbon's, the old large
sized edition, which gave no varieties and in
which a large number of the better class stamps
were not priced.

In another chapter I shall refer further
to this catalogue, and also to the first
catalogue giving varieties and prices in the
English language, which was compiled by Major
{then Captain) Kvans in 1882, and published by
Pemberton, Wilson & Co. Ihad almost omitted
to mention that Mr. A. H. Wilson, with his
handbag, who was then the leading dealer in
rare stamps, wasan occasional visitor to Gresham
Street, and was, of course, much sought after.
+ Stamp Shops ” had not become popular, and
apart from the shops selling on commission and
a few amall ones in the city, there were only
W. 8. Lincoln in Holborn and J. W. Palmer.
Pemberton Wilson & Ceo. were in an office in
South Square, Gray's Inn, from which they
afterwards mowed to Shepherd’s Bush, and
finally to Wood Green; Stanley Gibbons was
dealing almost entirely by post from the well-
known 8, Gower Street, and the others also did
most of their business from their respective

homes, the idea being that stamp business
should ba conducted by correspondence. Every
dealer's principal business was conducted by
means of ‘‘approval sheets” or packets. The
usual ingredients of ths lattar except the
““named ” varieties, consisted of Zechmeyer’s
continentals, of which millions were dealt in.
Zechmeyer's price was, as 1 believe it always
has been, and is now, 6d. per 1000, but the
object of the smart dealer was to get hold of
something which he could buy cheap and for
which ‘“Zech” would allow a high price in
exchange, so that the trade price usually ran
from 3d. to 4d. per 1000, in quantities.

(To b¢ continued)

— 0 ——

The Tamsen Collection.

The fine collection of British Bechuanaland
and others, the property of Mr. Emil Tamsen
was dispersed under the hammer on Thursday
and Friday, May 10th and 1lth, by Messrs.
Ventom, Bull, and Cooper. The prices must
have been very satisfactory for the owner, the
Bachuanalands alone fetching 20 per cent. more
than they were offered for en bloc two or three
months before the sale.  An unused half sheet
(120 stamps) of the Protectorate, surcharged on
the d. Great Britain, but with the surcharge in
a type unchronicled in the Society’s work on
this country, having the “P” smaller, and
clearer typs, fetched £30, while a similar half
sheet with surcharge inverted went for £43 10s.

‘0

@he Ring of Stamps.

Mensrs. Gaedechens & Co. have sent us for in~
spection their curious Venezuela stamp which
has been christened the ‘‘King of Stamps.”
This is certainly a very curious stamp and most
readers of Philatelic journals, if their ¢xperience
goes back more than a couple of years, will have
heard about it. It is the 26c Venezuela of
1880 printed on both sides, rouletted down one
side, used on one side, and with several uther
peculiarities which it takes the owner himself to
explain. Mr. Gaedechens states that he has
refused £750 from a Russiaan nobleman for this
stamp, but if any one wants to spring a little on
this, some business might be done !

Particulars of a Novel Com-
petition will be found on the
Fifth Page of Advertisements.
All readers should compete.
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Feodervation and Philately,

Federation is uery much to the fore just now.
The Australian Colonies, with the exception of
Western Australia, are nearer the actual for-
mation of the great Commonwealth, which las
heen discussed for so long, than a few months
ago seemed possible. Further north, in the
Straits Settlements, our Colonies of Perak,
Pahang, Selangor, and Negri Sembilan, have
apparently, for we have heard nothing except
philatelically, already formed themselves into
one community ; and the issue of the stamps of
the Federated Malay States must already have
rendered the separate ones of the four above
mentioned Colonies obsolete. Kven now it is
not too early to prophecy that within a few
years the South African Colonies south of the
Zambesi, which will undoubtedly include the
Transvasl and the Orange Free State, will also

be united as one individual state under the
Imperial crown.

What thesa changas portend for philately
there is as yet hardly any conception. - The
most tempting and satisfying bait for a collector-
are the stamps of a country which has ceased
issuing and of which there is more or less of a
possibility of eventually forming a conmiplete col-
lection. The Federations of the Malay States
and of Australia will, when Western Australia
joins, as there is every probability of its doing,
put a full stop to all further issues from ten
different Colonies, while there is a great proba-
bility that in ten more yenrs, a similar number-

of stamp issuing countries in South Africa will

also have *‘finis”
accounts,

We have only to look back upon the effect
of the union of the islands comprising the Lee-
ward group of the West Indies in order to find
an example upon which to base a forecast.
The extraordinary demand which at once
sprang up for the stamps of those islands is
history too recent to be unknown to any col-
lector who is not quite a beginner. The prices
immediately rose in an enormous degree, and this
in face of the large number of remainders which
were sold by Government. Coming to the
present day, the great demand for the stamps of
the Transvaal and the Orange Free State is.
tracoeble not to the fact that we are at war with
those countries, but that collectors are attracted
by the idea that they can ygather together the
stamps without having to leave room for possible
new issues, and with no haunting fear of com-
memoration labels or other new worries. +-

There are already signs of a movement,
especially in Australia, in favour of Australian
stamps, and it is noticeable that fine specimens
of the early issues of all those Colonies are
scarcer than ever. The future of Peraks,
Selangors, etc., i3 more problematical. In-
teresting as they are to specialists, the com-
plexity of surcharges rather alarms the ordinary
collector. But then, similar arguments might
have heen urged against Transvaal twelve
months ago.

written to their postal

0

Totes.

An evil which has been unfortunately
greatly on the increase of late, is the inex-
pressibly mean advantage taken by sume
scoundrel or scoundrels of the trust which
is placed in them by stamp auctioneers at
the time of the viewing of the lots. Messrs.
Plumridge & Co., are the latest and greatest
victims of these miscreants. In their last sale
was included a beautiful strip of three Queens-
land 2d. imperf, but just before the sale it was
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found that the lot was missing, and there is not
a shadow of doubt that it had been stolen. ‘Lhe
lot was put up to auction on the chance of its
turning up, and was run up to sbout £15. The
strip, however, has not since besn heard of.
The loss falls entirely on the auctioneers, for
though the owner genervusly offered to forego
half the value, Messrs, Plumridge d:clined the
offer on the ground that they are fully re-
spotsible for stamps entrust :d to them for sale.
It bshoves all deslers and collectors to keep a
sharp look-out for these imperf 2d. Queenslands ;
the publicity already given to the affair should
maks it very difticult for the thief to dispose of
-his booty in England.

[ ] - - -

In the prosscution of the two men Ernest
‘George Buck, of Rurigny Gardens, Putney, and
Charies Rowley, of Westover Road, Wands-
worth, on the charge of stealing from Messrs.
De la Rue’s, Bunhill Row, St. Luke's, four
British Central African 10s. stamps, it trans-
pired that altogether over £1200 worth of
stamps, at face value, had been stolen., The
prisonems were convictzd and each sentenced to
six wonths' imprisonment. It would be in-
teresting to know what stamps went to make
up the total of £1200; were they all current
issues or were they obsolete? The Monthiy
Jowrnal, in the articls on Colonial Remainders
in Jwnuary last, probibly called the attention
-of Messrs. De 1a Rue tu the lenkage of stamps,
and it is extremely fortunate that the culprits
have been run to earth.

L] - - -

Wo unfortunately have not space in this
number to publish the prospectus of & new
association (which has been incorporated under
the Companies’ Acts with a capital of £1050
-divided into 1000 shares of one guinea each) to
protect stamp dealers and collectors from fraud.
The Board of Directors consists of the following
‘seven gentlemen:—Mensrs. Cooper, Ginn (G. C.),
Hadlow, Oiliver, Plumridge, C. T. Reed, and
T. H. Thompron. The rogintered office of the
-compsny is at 331, Strand, W.C., and Mr. J.
Crawford is the secretary. This association is
the realization of a long felt want. It under-
takes the collection of debts for members, to
keep for the information of members a register
of all persons reported or known to the com-
mittee as being worthy or unworthy of credit,
to disseminate information concerning frauds
-and forgeries, and various other charges, in the
interests of the stamp trade, 1If this mmovement
is supported as it deserves, there is much good
work that it can do, and the names of the com-
mittee-men are a puarantee that any work
undertaken will be catried through.

chronicle vuly those
stanps which to the bess of onr lelief harve
actial’y appestred.

Under this headiny ire

BRITISH EMPIRE.

The 4d. stamp has at last
been changed to green. There is no differencein
the dcsign of the stamp.  ‘I'he first sheet which we
saw had the paper dividing the panes blank, asin
the old half-penny, but others hought at the same
oftice a few days later have this space filled in with
a pattern of lines whizh is difficult to describe.
Perhaps entire sheets with the blank space may be
worth holding.  The margmal letter in both cases
is **R. ‘The official date of issue was April 16th.

jd., blue-green.

Great Britain.

Adhesive,

British Central Africa. Several nf ar
contemj oraries chronicle a 10s. of the current high
value type; wink'd crawn CC.

Adbesive, 10 shillingx, vlive green and black,

Cape of Good Hope. Mafrking. Messrs.
Bright & Sun have shown us the Mafeking siege

stamp, which we mentioned in our article on
« War Stamps "' Jast month. It is the 3d. stamp
of the Cape. surcharged ** MAFEKING,”

“BESIEGED,” in two lines, and the new value,
“6d.,” below, all in black. These stamps are
apparently being used on letters carried through
the Boer lines by runner,

Provisional adhegive. 61, on 3l magenta.

We append an illustration of the

Ceylon.
s The

2 rupees 25¢ chronicled in December last.
colour is pale Llue

Hong Kong. A wrapper has heen issued in
this colony fur the fir-t time.  The stamp is in the
current type, amd, with the five lines of inscription,
is printed in green.

Wrapper. 2 centa,, grecn on buff
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India. - Chamba. ‘The Al 7. says that this
State has teen supplied with some official sta-
tioncry, viz. 1 two envelopes surcharged with type
2 of the su-charge and the Sun, and with * Service”’
added above, all in &leck, and the Scrvice Posteard
of India, with similar sureharge, but without the
word * Service,”

Service Envelopes.  ja, green on luid.

. lu, brown on wove.
» Poat Card.  4u, uliramarine on toned paper,

Native ‘States. ASussohir. The A.J has
received from Mr. Stewart Wilsen a and da stamps
of similar designs 1o the earlier cnes, but with
English inscriptions on the lower value, and all the
inscsiptions on the higher. in colour on white instead
of the reverse. Qur contemporary has also received
some of these, tegether with the 3 anna of the
second type in a rew colour.  All exist imperforate
as well as perforated with a tracing-wheel, producing
oblong punctures.

Adhesives.  ia, violet imperf aml pin-perf.
40, ultramarine, imper{ anl pin~perf,
1.: guunsh.gre) . "
ln. dull olive ”» »
la, g1eyish buff - "
Aldshengark. 1t appesrs as though this State, the

stamps of which orly burst upon an admiring
philatelic world at the beginning of this year, is
working to make up lost time. ‘The 4 anna has
already bren chroniclad in four distinct colours as
well as imperf, perf pin-perf, and imperf vertically ;
and now the 3 anna is beginning a similar career,
The 1 anna is alse mentivned in a new tint by the
A7. J.,and the § anna green is found imperf vertically
like the 3a described lust month.

Adhesives.  da, green, imperf vertically,

a, bright rose, impert and pin-perf,

a, - imperf.

Labuan and North Borneo. According

to the Auss, Phi/. the 2¢ and 5c of these countries

have had their framcs changed in colour to green
and light Llue respectively.

2¢, green and black.
e, . blue,

New South Wales. Envelopes for Mem-
bers of Parliament have teen issued here. ‘They
are of the valies of 1d. and 2., are impressed with
the current designs of stamps, without overprint,
and are each in two sizes, note and letter or fuolseap.
In the ccnire of the envelope is * On Public Service
Only,” and in the left upper corner, *“ This envelope
can only be lawfully used hy Members of Parlia-
ment, and only on publie business. The public are
cautioned against using it under any circumstances.”
The inscriptions are in black. Aust. Phil)

Official Envelopes. 1d. rose, two sizes.
: 2d . blue, “

New Zealand. We have received from
Messrs, Whitnelil, King, & Co., specimens of the
1ocally printed §d., 1d,, and 4d. ‘They are in new
colours, and the twp lower values are watermarked,
** N.Z."" and star. ‘T'he 1d. and 4d, have exchan ed
designs, and the latter 15 now bi-coloured, We
have al:o received the 24. and the 21d. in the
local printing,

Adhesives.

Adhesives. ¥, green, p. 1.
lek. rose, .
2, purple, ,
24d. blue, ”

1d. brown and blue, p. 11,

Orange Free State. Atlast there is some-
thing from this region to gladden the heart and
eye of the patriotic philatelist. The stamps of the
Orange Free State have been overprinted “*V.R.1
at the top, and the value in figures in dlack below.
All these values are printad on stamps of the like
value, with exception of the 24d. which, as there is.
no O.F.S. stamp of that value, has been printed on
the 3d.  The Aonthly Journal mentions several
varieties, with a period omitted. The three lowest

values were issued on 19th March.
Adhesives. #d. on id. orange.

il en 1d. violet.

24d. on 3d. ultrminarine,

4dd, on .. .

641, on G, earmine.

]rl. on Is. brown.

)‘- on )h green.

No stop after EORURT 3,

No'stop after 1, " Ll
* 1, missing W

Vacieties, 1d., 24d.

Just as we go to press we have been shown
the 6d. mentioned above prJnted in blue, and
overprinted * V.R.I., *and value in black.

Adhiesive. gel. blue, surcharge black.
Seychelles. Tho fullowing novelties are re-
ported to have appeared :—

Adhesives. 2-. orange and green,
fic, carniine.
Toe. vellow and lilae,
ir. B0c. black and earmine.
2r, 2ye, green and brown-red.

South Australia. A correspondent sends us.
a apecimen of the 1. in the new eolour, over-
printed ¢ O.8." in the tall thin type.

Offcial Stamp.  1d. rose, surcharge Llack,

Straits Settlements,  Federated Malay
States. 'The 5c., 20c., and 50c. values of Negri
Sembilan and the dollar values of Perak have been
over-printed for the Federation, in addition to those:
mentioned last manth,

Ace, lilae anl eehire on Negri Sembilan.
Jue. green amd olive . "

e, green and black -

I dol. green and vellow-green on I'('rnk

Adhesives,

2 dols. green and earmine .

5 dols. green and ultramarine .

10 dols. green and ochre "
-

,&-1'\'&"-\.‘.}&\' Y

Tasmania. More posti—ers have been issued
here, of the accompanying designs ; and with the
'd. and 2d. chronicled in March, the issue now
numbers eight stamps.  ‘Lhese may now be bought
at the Agent - General for ‘l'asmania’s office,

5, Victoria Street, London, at face value, but only
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in complete sets, and with no discount for quantities.
The new values are :—

Adhesives.  3d. gross grecn, Lake Mario.
24d. indigo, Tasiinn's Arch.
3d. brown, SpringRiver, Port Davey.
4d. ochire-yellow, Russell Falls,
. ultramarine, Mt. Gould, Lake St, Clair.
G, lake, Dilston Falls,

OTHER GOUNTRIES.

Austria. We omitted last month to detail the
unpaid letters which had not been is:ued when we
listed four values in March.

Unpaids. 1, 3, 1,5, 8, 10, 12, 10, and 100 heller, brown.

Levant,  Further values of the new issue are now
surcharged for the Turkish offices, and there is also
some stationery, ali surcharges in black.

Adherives, 10 par, on 5 heller, deep green.

oo W, TORe,

P

w1 ke deep rose.
Post Cards.

i,
20 par. on 10 heller, rose,
20 by 20 par. on 10 by 10 hedler, rose.

Letter Card. 1 pi. un 23 heller, dork blue on grey.

Wrapper. 10 par. on b heller, green on pale green.
Besnia.  The new issue is completed by the

appearance of the following stamps and stationery:
6 heller, chocolate. . .
10 ., rea o
20 ,. ruse.
2y, deep blue,
30 .. pale brown.

o, lilac,
Journal Stamyp. 2 heller, light green.
Envelope. 10 heller, rod on white.
Post Cards. 5 by 5 heiler, green on yellow.
10 wored 0,
Letter Cards. 6 heller, chocolate.
10 » red,

Belgium. Congo. Postal Union changes are

in progress here. The following are reported :—

Adhssives.  Se. black and green.
10¢. . carmine,
2. " blue.
50, - olive green.
Chili. We have received two values of a new
issue, of which the design is a bold head of

Colombus looking to the left, and figures of value
in all corners, The values we have received are
2c. carmine and 5c. blue, but we hear that the full
set has appeared. . o
Adhesives. le. green.
. - 2¢. carmine,
' - Se. blue.
10c. violet,
We. binek.
e, brown,

Colombia. Panama. A correspondent in this
province has sent us specimens of a new registra-
tiun stamp very similar to that for Colombia of
1889, but much more poorly executed.

tegistration Stamp. 10 e. black en pale green,

Corea. The current series has been sarcharged
with characters printed in red, whick obliterate
part of the inscription. The new characters, being
interpreted, mean Empire-of Corea. The inscrip-
tion which it obliterates, méant Kuigdom of Corea.

Adhesives. 8 p. green, surcharge red.
10 p. blue, . "
25 . violet-brown, snrcharge red.
50 p. mauve, .- "

Crete. It is difficult to make a connected
narrative of what we hear and read about the
surcharge on the values 25 lep.—5dr. of the new
Crete stamps. That it weans * Provisional” is
clear. but acccunts donot agree as tu the reason for
it. We learn, however, from a reliable source that
the stamps so surcharged may be used on letters
and parcels for abroad, but that the lower values



86 PHiLATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN.

May 15 1900

(those whick are not surcharged) will not be
accepted for foreign correspondence. ‘U'he sur-
 charges then will last until Crete enters the Postal
Uniun, when all the values will be available for
foreign correspcndenci, and the distinction will be
no longer necessary. 7This issue is being used
provisionally for fiscal purposes, but may be dis-
tinguished by the circular seal of the Minister of
Finance, which is applied once on each block cf
four so that each stamp only shows } of the seal.
Later on, the siamps will be parfurated in the
<entrv with the letter **X " for fiscal purpcses.
‘We must also mention that the five values with the
provisional surcharge are all found with the sur-
charge in black aw.f in vermilion

A postcard has also been issued bearing a stamp
with a portrait of Prince George. The inscription
is in Greek and French and reads ‘' Crete ™
*¢ Carte Postale,” and benecath on the lefi ** Ce
coté est reserve a I'addresse.”

Tost Card, 10 lepta, russett brown un buff,

Dominican Republic. The M. /. lists the
ollowing new values ot the commemorative stamps.
Adhesives, 20c., dark Lrown.
Sue., yellow.green.

dpr, black on Line,
2p., yellew=brown,

BEgypt. The permanent card of 4 milliémes
has appeared with reply half. (Smuth’s Nonthly
Circulay,.

Tost Cwd, 4 by 4 millicex, carmine-rose,

Prance, A2 francs of the current type has
appeared, and we are informed that it is iikely to
be short-iived. 1t certainlv looks delicate. It is
of the first type (" N' under *“B.’).

Adhiesive, 2 franes, pale brown ou pale blue.

Dakomey. We undersiand from Swmith’s Moxthly
Ciculdr that the whole set, of which we recently
chronicled the 2, cents, has been issued in the
ordinary Colonial type, the values anu colours of
which are too well known to nsed recapitulation
here.

New Caledonia.  Messrs. ‘Whitfield, King & Co.,
kindly send us a specimen of the 5c in the new
shade:

Adherive, 5 conts, yellow-green,

T Varhy. The bc surcharged in . carmine also
appears in yellow-green,

Adhesive, DO eeuts, yellow-green, surcharge red.

Germany. Alarshall Isies. Messrs. Whitfield,
XKing & Co 1farm us that, nf the first i sue, oply
the 10 and 21 pf stamps were ever issued, while of
the new issue (spelled ' Marshall ") ¢nly the 5 pf,
23 pf and 50 pf have yet been issued, so that we
were in error, as were many other journals, in
chronicling the 3pf. last month.

Caroline Isles. The Am.J. of Pk. has seen the
German stamps surcharged for use in this colony
and the list is as follows. :

Adhesives, 3 pf. Lrown, feurcharge black,

© 3 pf. green " "

20 pf. ultramarine ,, "

25 pf. orange " "

50 pf. redebrown "
Fost Cards, 5 pf. preen

v 10 pf. cannine,
10 by, IV pf. curwine,

Bavaria, From various sources we hear that two
new values, viz, 3 anJl » marks have been issued
here and in Smith's Vouthly Circular we read of two
new postcards with stamp of the numeral type.
The adhesives are in the type of the 1 mark.

Adhesives. 2 marks, olive-brown, |
5 ., light green.
" grey vn Luat

" ”

5
Post Curds. 2 pf,
2 by 2 pf.

Japan, A new envelope has beenissued, value
3sen, with stamp in the design of the current type.
Euvelupe. 3 sen, violet on white.

Peru. Thel: is reported in steel blue instead
of ultramarine, and the 10c in black instead of
yellow.

Adhesives, le. sieel-blue.

I0¢ black.

Selvador. We understand that the lc stamp
of the 189. design has been surcharged 1900 in
sans serif numerats.

Adhesive, 1le, verisiltion, surclarge black,

Spain. Le T. P. describes and illustrates the
new design for the Spanish stamps. Ihe king is
naturally represented as af a maturer age than on
the present stamps, with three-quarter face looking
to the left. The uniform, of whiicn very little is to
be seen, 1s that of the military college. 80 far the
15c only has appeared, and 1ts colour is (in spite
of the Postal Union Convention) blue. :

Adhesive. 13 centimos, blue perf. 14,

United States. (wa. The lc and 2c en-
velopes are reportel tu have appeared in blue
paper.

Envelopes, lc green on blue.

2¢. vurmine  ,, ‘
Philippines. 1n addition to the stationery we have
already chronicled, the following have appeared.

Envelope.  le. green on white,
TPost Cards, o, bk, .
2¢. blue,
3 by 2e.

Venezuela. Swmiti's 1/.C. mentions two new
postcards with stamps of the 1849 type. Tnein-
scriptions and frame are in.black.

Post Cards. 10 centimos, red un white,
by lv " liluc,

0L

Trade Mote.

Messrs. Plumridge & Co. the auctioneers, ask
ue to say that there is no conmnection whatever
betwesn their firm and the late one of Cheveley
& Co. The Iatter carried on business for
some years at 63-64, Chancery Lane, and Mesars.
Plumridge now have their oftices in the same
building. The Arbitration Room in which the
sales are held, is only a floor below thew, and
this convenience caused Messrs. Plumridge to
open business in that building.
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Types of CQollectors.

No, #.—THE *“ BARGAIN-HUNTER."
By SrecCTATOR.

There is a ceriain class of stamp collector
who prides himself upon forming lLis eolluction
at bargain rates, and it is safe to say that there
is no man who is more consistently deluded or
-destined for a ruder awakening than he. Let
it be distinctly understood that I am not speak-
ing now of the experienced collector who
studies the stamps as well as the prices. He
picks up more real bargains in & quiet way than
-anybody else, but his profession 18 not that of
¢t bargain-hunter,” and he can recognise a bar-
gain even when the price is above catalogue.
I am speaking now of the more youthful collec-
tor who has arrived at that stage in his experi-
-ence when he believes that everything can be
had at ‘‘half catalogue,” and that anything at
less than that figure is cheap.

With these notions firmly planted in his
confiding soul he bacomes a fully qualified
receptacle for philatslic rubbish of all kinds.
Dealers, large and small, collector-dealers,
spaculators, and ‘“collectors who are disposing
of their duplicates "’ look to him to relieve them
of that very heavy class of gords which they
ara glad to sell at 50 per cent. discount, stamps
which in reality show a better margin of profit
to the vendor than many for which most col-
lectors are willing to give full catalogue price.
The latter generslly turn out to be the real
bargaing, and are appreciated by all but the
prufessional hunter. All students of stamps,
or at any rate of the stamp market, know that
many things may bs had, and are dear at a
fourth of catalogue price, and these are the
.astamps that, the ‘' Bargain-Hunter” fattens
upeon. On the other hand, stamps which are
seldom met with and which, when they do
turn up, command full E:at.alogue ratesa ot nore
he has not the pluck to buy, and his collection
is in consequence something like a Christmas
pudding without any plums in it.

I know something about bargains, because
I used to he rather inclined that way myself

when I first began collecting; in fact I was .

once tempted to send money to an unknown
.gentleman in the West of England who adver-
tised a bargain in a newspaper, and I am a
‘* bargain-hunter ” now in the sense that I am
still waiting for that gentleman’s reply !  After
that experience I gave up looking for such
things for a long time, but when one day—
some years afterwards—I1 was offered ten sets
-of the beautiful Queen's head issue of Nova
8cotia issue, unused in mint state, at prices
which were then something under half cata-

logue, I parted, and msade my second great

bargain.  But alas! What was then half
catalogue is now rather more than full cata-
logue® Since then I have had n wholesome
dread of anything ostentatiounly cheap.

In consequence of this I have left the unused
stamps of certain colonies which hava recently
bsen denounced as ‘‘unissued” or *printer’s
wasts "’ to the gentleman under discussion, and
it will be found that he is generally full up
with these bargains. But in a case like this he
is not so badly off, as the stamps are certainly.
in the finest condition and may turn out all
right after all. DBut this type of collector is
not by any means a stickler for condition, and
mst of his purshases would make our friend,
ths “Condition Crank,"” positively shiver.
This must of necessity be the case, for quality
is asldom found combined with cheapnsess. No
one finds it nscessary to sell his finest stamps
at low prices.

Just look through the collection of the
*“ Bargain Hunter”™ with me, gentle roader,
and what do we see? (n the first pages are
most of the prominent varieties of Great
Britain, including a 2s. brown, which looks as
though it had been made by the Ancient
Britons and obliterated by an irate Druid with
woad. Turn over. Austria. Complete ! A
few more pages, and we reach Bremen, which
is represented by five and a half stamps, two
and a half of which are genuine and three
forged. What is this that we see in Gibraltar?
At the end of the first line is a brownish-
blackish looking atamp. On close inspection it
turns out to be the 1s. of the first issue! It
might be a bhetter specimen,” explains the
owner apologetically, **but I picked it up at
half catalogue.” Pass on over many pages of
ill-used Europeans, .and all through the book
you will notice that where the bustter stamps
are not missing they are represented by mangy-
looking speciidens, the appesrance of which
i sufficiunt guarantee for their collector's
rspeated assurances that he bought them cheap.
When we do see & decent stamp in anything
like good condition we are tempted to inquire
how he came by it ; and when we have reached
the end we wonder what can be his object in.
collecting.

Perhaps the greatest thing that the professed
** bargain-hunter ” misses is the confidence of
those with whom he deals. The average
dealer ia always ready to give his advice, and
frequently useful tips too, to his regular cus-
tomers and bona fide collectors; but as the
gentleman of whom we are speaking is a roving
customer and generally knows nothing about
the history of stamps and cares less, he gets
scant sympathy from those who look upon
stamp-collecting as a pleasant hobby, apart
from values.
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Philately at home.

The FPhilatelic Record. Mr. Nankivell very
reasonably publishes a detailed list of the num-
ber printed of the Transveal stamps of the first
Republic. The totals for each value, which
incluce the local, German ard Natal prints ava
a8 follows :—

d ... ... 229,660
3d ... ... 40,040
6d .. .. 452,400

Is, ... o 36,640

Total of all values... 758,640

The discussion on the * Collector's ‘uiced
Catalogue " question is nearing its close, and in
the samv number of the KRecord there is a sum-
mary of the views of the leading philatelic
journals on the subject. From these it is
evident that the idea Lus received little favour,
in fact not one journal out of the seven guoted
thinks it practical. The P.J.G.B. is representcd
as having mumbled something about the
‘*Collector’s Priced Catalogue” rivalling the
Encyclopedia Brittannica in extent ; whereas
we aaid this only of the unpriced catalugue,
which must be quite comprehensive if there is
to be any excuse for its being. But the editor
of the Record has taken this question very much
to heart, and must be pardoned if in his anxiety
to meet with favouruble comment, he does not
always digest what he reads un the other side of
the guestion. The concluding chapter on the
stamps of Luxemburg, by F. H, Oliver, deals
with the stamps surcharged *“S.P.” Speaking
of these he relates the only shady transaction
in the stamps of Luxemburg. 'this was the
issue in 1884 of the remaindor of the stamps of
1874-1880 with the overprint small **5. P.”
There is no evidence to rhow that these ttamps
were ever used for postage purposes, used copies
being unknown. Mr. Oliver thinks that they
cannot be treated as anything but govermment
reprints, The stamps so treated are the 40c
rouletted later Frankfort impression ; the 4c
and 1 franc local impression and thel, 2, 5,

10, 124, 20 and SC¢. Haarlem impressions in
various perforations.

The London Philatelist for April contains an:
article by Mr. Bassett Hull on the laureated
series of New South Wales, which is of engros-
sing interest to students of Australian stamps.
The article is embellished with sume hitherto.
unpublished ofticial correspondence relating to.
the issue of the various values and the manufac-
ture of the plates. From it we gather that the-
2d of the lamreated type was issued on the 24th
of July 1851, superseding the 2d. Sydney View.
1he 1d. was issued on the 20th December of
the eame year. The 6d. a new value, on the
30th April, 1862, the 3d., the issue of which
was considerably delayed through the dilatori-
ness of the engraver (Mr. Carmichael) on the
2nd of December, 1852, and finslly the 8d.,
another new value, on 16th of May 1853. The
engraving of the plate for this value was en-
trusted to Mr. H. C. Jervis, the engraver of the
3d. view, and this weas the only value nto
executed by Mr. Carmichael. This eight-
penny stanp was required for the payment of
postage on letters by private ship, and also for
the quacdruple postage on inland letters, thus
relieving the pressure on the 2d. stamps.

We will reproduce the last portion of
Mr. Bassett Hull's article 1n crtenso, as it shows
some of the difficulties which had to be en-
countered in those days, whenever new plates
were required.

“In order that collectors may learn how
narrowly they escaped having to provide space
for another value of the Laureatsd series T will
quote the following correspondence.

In a letter dated the 30th April, 1852,
Mr. Merewether said :

¢1. Irecommend that plates for sixpenny
and one shilling strmps, engraved on steel and
with elaborate workmanship, so as to give
security sgainst forgery, should be forwarded
from England.’

And on the 12th May, 1852, his successor,
M. jor Christie, wrote :—

‘Referring to the letter from this office of
tho 30th April, No. 52/56, in which it is pro-
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posed that a plate for shilling atamps should be
obtained from England, T have the honour to
inform you that in consaquence of reprasenta-
tions which have been made to me of the
difficulty of aflixiog asufficieat number of the
stamps now in uss on parcess passing through
the post, I consider it necessanry that shilling
postage stamps should be issued as soon as
practicable,

¢2. Mr. Carmichael, by whom the other
plates have been engraved, will execute the one
now required on copper, of the same pattern as
the sixpenny stamps, with the necessary substi-
tution of the words *Omne Shilling’ in strongly
marked characters, for £20, being at tha rate of
16s. a lahsl, the plate to contain 25 labsls,

¢3. Ths cost of tha plale can be charpged
against the sum of £100, which was voted by
the Legislative Council for providing and renew-
ing plates for postage stamps during the presant
year.’

That the Governor-General did not think the
locally engraved stamp would be sufliciently
protectad against the dangsr of imitation is
shown by the following lettar, addressed by
Major Christie to the Colonial Secretary ;—

‘GENERAL Posr OFFICE,
29th May, 1852,

‘Siz,—I have the honour to acknowledge
the receipt ot your letter datad 26th inst., No.
52/77, in reply to mine of the 12th inst. in which
it is stated that His Excellency the Governor-
General doas not consider it expedient that a
plate for one shilling stamp should be ordered in
this Colony, as it is considered that foigery
would be encouraged if stune*® plates of this
value were engraved similar to those already in
use for stamps of lesser value.

*2. 1 beg to state that the proposal madein
my letter of the 12th inst. was for a steel
plate, * and that Mr. Carmichael, who has al-
ready engraved the sixpence and the other
stamps, iz probably the only person in the
Colony who could execute these.

‘3. For engraving on copper plate Mr.
Carmichael’s charge s 16s. each Queen’s heed ;
for engraving on steel, which is afterwards
hardened and is therefore more durable, the
charge is £1 ver Queen’s head.

‘4. As it will prohably be a twelvemonth
before the plate from England can arrive, and
the demand for stamps of greater value than 6d.
has become great and urgent in consequence of
the numerous packets of gold that pass throuh
the Post Oftice daily, 1 am induced to request
that His Excellency will be pleased to reconsider
his decision, the more so as I doubt not that
Mr. Carmichael would niake no extra charge for
an alteration in the shape of the stamp, and in
the design itae'f. that would obviate any possi-

*This is inaccurate,

bility of the stamps of leaser value being used,
even if the difference of the colouring did not
obviate this objection.’

This appeal, however, wasin vain, and nearly
two years elapsed bafore Noew South Wales
possessed & shilling stamp.

Stanley Gibbons' Monthly Jowrnel. — The
editor, in the April number discourses on
Japanese forgeries, which term he applies to
what have hithertv been regarded by some as
ofticial Re-prints. They are distinguished by
having minute Japanese characters (meaning
‘“facsimile ’) stamped upon them. The true
character of these labels is shown up in the
following letter received by a correspondent of
the Mounthly Journul :—

*¢81r,—Duly received your letter inquiring
me whether the official imitations of the
Japanese postage stamps have been made up to
the present time.

““In reply, I beg to inform you that vnly
two postage stamps, of 1 sen and 2sen, issued
in the fifth year of Meiji, have been ofticially
imitated, with the purpose of completing the
official edition A Short History of the Imperial
Japanese Postupe Stamps, in which all the
issues of Japanese stamps are contained ; but
the said imitations have on! ybsen atlixed in the
said book, and never sent anywhere apart from
the book.

“In conclusion, T may presume that the
stamps naid to have been imitated ofticially, as
stated in your letter, would, no doubt, be the
private issues made for the purpose of fulfilling
the public raquirements

* Yours faithfully,
* K. Fourxicui,
* Vice-Minister of Communications.”

Major Evans, commenting on this says:—
““We can assure the Japanese authorities that
there are no ‘public requirements’ which
Jacsimiles can ‘fulfil’; ull they can do is to
transfer cash from the pockets «f unlearned
collectors into those of the private persons who
manufactura and deal in these articles.”

Mr. G. B. Duerst contributes two translations.
from the continental journals on ‘¢ The Stamps.
of the Argentine Republic” (first part), from
Le Timlyre Poste, and “*The Re-prints of the
Sardinisn Stamps” from the Dewntsche Brief.
Zeituny; the latter being an abridgement of
the same article which we are raprpducing in
the “PJ. of G.B.”

“The Stamps of Duttia,” by Major Evans,
goes deeply into tho history of these little
known stamps and recalls the fuct that their
existence was not known to collectors until -
some thraz years after their first appearance,
which lsavas their early history in obscurity.
Majcr Evans thinks that there must have been
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4 1 anna stamp of the first type, though no
-specimen has yet bsen found. The curious
figure which appears on the stamps is the god
Ganesh, and the circular impression found on
-all the stamps is a representation of the
Maharaja’s seal, which has to be impressed on
every stamp, envelope, or postecard, before it
-can be available for postage.

Stamps.—Two separate arbicles on Philately
in connection with the war take up much of the
space in our Rushden contemporary. Mr, A.
Preston Pearce's fiscal notes are more than
usually interesting, and Mr. Walter T. Wilson
-continues his history of ‘¢ British Colonial
Postcards,” Jamaica being the colony treated of
in the current nuber.

The Stamp Collector’s Fortnightly.—An old
«collector, Mr. Walter Nathan, is writing his
Reminiscences for the S.C.}F. Hba tells a really
painful story of how he made a kite, when a
boy in Australia, which instaad of being painted
and ornamented in the ususl way was decorated
with stamps. This is how he worked it out :—

““The plain stamps of the Sandwich Isles,
with figures in the centre, were regarded with
-contempt. They might perhaps be good
enough for & border! And for this purpose
they wera used. The bright coloured blue and
red heads of the king, displayed on the stamps
-of the 18563 issue, were regarded with more
favour, and thes: together with red, blue, and
.green ‘Views of Sydney,” brown, and yellow
¢ laureated heads,’ and 1ed, brown, and blue
:stampa of Victoria with the Queen represented
with sceptre and crown, were considered very
-attractive in & grand central device, with
-offshoots of crescents and stars.”

Thus bedight the kite. was the envy ef all
the boys in the town, and thoy encompassed its
-destructien by flying kites of their own with
tails made of chipped glass. These latter were
:sailed in the neighbourhood of the philatelic
kite, and dodged it about in the air until the
tail of one became entangled with the string
-and cutting it, freed it. with all its valuable
decorations, and it immediately soared away
into space, from whence it never returned.

‘ Notes on the Stamps of Egypt,” by G.
Johnson, of the Birmingham Society, is appear-
ing, and the two types of the first issue are
-described and illustrated.

Ewen's Weekly Stamp News is full of war-
philately, and postmark notes. In the issue for
May bth there is an illustration and des-
cription of astrip of three railway stamps, which
are the most valuable that exist. They are the
first issue of the Barry Dock, and are inscribed,
‘*Barry Dock and Railways.” They were

issued?in January, 1891, and only 500 were
printed. There appears to be no doabt that all
were used in the ordinary way with the excep-
tion of these thres stamps, which wers found at
one of the stations in 1898, when a search was
instituted by the Secretary of the Company.
The strip is valued by it3 present owner at
£160

Other journals received :—Smith’s "Monthly
Circilar, The Philatelic Chronicle «and
Advertiser, and The Stamp Collector's Jowrnad.

98 o8 %
Philately on the Continent.

THLE REPRINTS OF SARDINIA,
By Dr. F. KAILCKUOFF.

(CONTINUED)

From the Deuts:he Briefmarken-Zeitung

Fidora only mentions a circular letter from
the Postmaster General in “lurin, dated April
1854, which speaks ol new stamps with a white oval
centre, which were made current after the remaun-
der of “those prinied on culoured paper had heen
used up, According to Moen's the issuedates from
April 13th, 1854 ; sul} no stamps of twis kind seem
to have been used before May. The stamps were
manufactured as follows : —the coloured frames sere
first printed by means of lithography, then the
design of the stamp was impressed. ‘The inscrip-
tions are therefore on a coloured background, the
head showing up well on the white centre. This
style of manufacture did not, however, give satisfac-
tion. ‘The inscriptions can hardly be disciphered
upon used stamps, moreover, their manufacture on
account of the yearly increasing demand might have
been very expensive. For the succeeding (fourth)
issue there is also no official decree.  Moens gives
Jan. 1856 as the date of isswe. Yidura, however,
says that stamps of this issue were used in 1855 for
postal urpuses. Up to that time, only the values of
5, 20 and 40c¢ had been issued, The demamnd for
further values led, after some years, to the issue of
2 new values, viz. 10 andd 80c. A royal decree of
Nov 28th 1857, declared that after the Ist of Jan.
1888, postage stamps should consist of 5 values in
different colours, -that would resemble the former
stamps in shape size and design. The foarth issue
difficrs from the second and third issues in that only
the head is embossed, while the frame, as in the
first issue, was lithvgraphed in colour with white
inscriptions. To this issue was added on the 1st
Jan. 1861, the value of 3 lires, and finally of the 1st
Jan. 1863, the valve of 16c. The fifth issue com-
prises the newspaper stamps of 1 aud 2c : the sixth
the stamps in grana coinage destined for Naples,
which do not concern us here. The stamps of the
seventh issue are like the fourth issue, perforated.
These perforated stamps were really only trials put
forward by Matraire. probably hy desire of the

Governinent. They were only manufactured fromthe
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Spring to about Autumn 1862, and are much rarer
than the imperforate ones. Only the valnes of 10,
20, 40 and 80c were icsued perforated. According
to my opinion, only those stamps are to he con-
sidered authentic which are perforated 114 horizon-
tally and 12 verticaily, which points to the em-
ployment of a comb perforating machine, which
perforates three sides of the stamp at one time,
while the fourth side reccives its perforation by
the next stroke of the machine. The other per-
forations 11, 114, 12§ and 134 must all be of
private origin and of much later date. ‘The ap-
pearance of cancelled stamps denotes nothing, as
numerous postmarks, were, and still are to be
found in private hands, apart from the fact that
used stamps could also be subsequently perforated.
The ¢, 15z and 8 lire have certainly never been
officially perforated ; 1 do got think that during the
time of their currency, stamps were perforated by
private individuals; the machines were at that
time too expensive and too little known,

- L
With the close of the year 1862 the c.ntract
concluded with Matraire regarding the supply of
stamps came to an end. The Clichées of the em-
bussed stamps and the original steel die of the head
remained in Matraire's possession, besides a large
quanlity of waste impressions and also stamps ready
to be delivered. After the tleath of Mat.aire
(1869 or '70) all these materials and effects came
into the hands of a certain Usigli of Florence, who
ottered them for sale. Usigli had also a very
large number of cancelling stamps, seals, official
stamps, &c., as well as clichées of the stamps em-
ployed for cancelling the letter sheets of 1820,
obtained probably in a crooked manner. The
Matraire remainders were obliterated with these
postmarks. It seems doubtful if these were
originals—that is to say—the real stock left over.
They were at any rate at first looked upon as re-
prints, and catalogued as such by Moens. Lateron the
stamps in question met with greater recognition,
but the very ccnscientious Moens describes them as
part of Matraire's legacy, and distinguishes them
thereby from the originals. When you consider
that Matraire had the printing materials, and that
some of the stamps of his legacy differ very strongly
from used originals, the supposition arises that at
Teast part of this legacy must he looked upon as
reprints made in the year 1860. The possibility
that the Italian postmaster (for purposes of ex-
change, perhaps also for collectors), subsequently
ordered Matraire to manufacture a new issue, part
of which remained in the hands of Matraire, and so
descended to Usigli, is not altogether excluded. It
is certainly striking that certain shades of colour of
all the issues from 1858 to 1862 can frequently be
met with unused, but never used. Herein we have
philatelic mysteries still to be cleared up. Usigli
himself made noreprintsof the stamps ; he contented
himsell with postmarking and selling those left by
Matraire. At the beginning of 1880, he sold the
printing materials to Rabuffetti & Co., of Rome,
who, in 1885 manufactured a reprint of the second
issue embossed on coloured paper. The colours of
the paper of this reptint betrayed him immediately ;
this reprint was of course also postmarked, but
through ignorance of the proper year of issue, too
early a date was affixed to the stamp. Reprints can
occasionally be found dated March and April 1853,

while the originals were used at the eurliest in the
middle of May, aud the same error also occurs with
regard to the stamps of Matrare's legacy post-
marked by Usigli and Rabuffeti. For example,
Matraire’s stamps of the 3rd issue bear the date of
January 1854 althaugh this issae, as has been shown,
was nut sold to the public till May or at the eatliest,
the end of April. The stamps and dies passed from
Rabuffetti to his son-in-law and former partner
Bonasi in Rome, who in turn, sold it in November
1888 to David Cohn in Berlin for 1200 marks.
Cohn only received part of the cancelling stamps
which he subsequently (1891 or '95) presented,
through Mr. Lindenberg, to the National Postal
Museum. - Cohn has not yet parted with the plates
used for printing the stamps. From 1889 10 1892,
he manufactured reprints  of the 2ad, 3rd, 4th and
Tth issues, which in part were successful. Cohn
also pustmarked a small part of his reprints of all these
issuzs, The reprints of letter <heels are generally
very indistinct and do not show the date of the year,
which Cohn was in the habit of taking out, Hehas.
not made any reprints since 1892,

REPRINTS OF THE SECOND IssUE oF May, 1833.

The reprinis, like the original are embossed on
coloured paper, Cohn printed them by weuns of a
small hand-stamp side by side on small sheets. The
printing of these reprints is nearly always weaker
than the criginals, and they differ greatly as regards
the texture and colour of the paper. Rabuffetti’s.
reprints are gummed (smooth roliuirless gum).
Cohn’s reprints are not gummed, or only very
rarely. ohn also manufactured proofs of the
different values in varions colours; the differences
of shade are shown by the following table :—

Stamps left
by Iabuffetti's Cohu’s
Originals. Mateire Repr.nts. Reprints.
"{Reprints ?)
8¢, biue-green  deep yellow-|  emerald grey-green
green green
20c.| bright blue I Llue greyisn bloe, grey-blue,
lark blue ! blue,
bright bine
40c.| pale rose rose lilac-rose dnrk rose,
pale rosé

ReprInTs oF THE THIRD IssUE oF May, 1854.

As in the manufacture of the originals, Cohn had
the coloured frames of the background lithographed,
aad then printed the design of the stamps separately |
The coloured borders were printed in sheets of 100,
and as there was only one printing there is no de-
viation in the shade. The sheets are arranged in
10 rows of 30. Cohn cut these into strips of 20-
(two horizontal rows of 10) as he could not operate
on larger sheets with his small embassing apparatus
The reprints are printed on rough, ragged paper
made from wood hbre, while the paper of the ori-
ginals is firm, smooth, and frec from wood fibre.
All the reprints are ungummed. The greater part
of Matraire's stamps of this issue must be regarded
as genuine remainders, while others have “the
appearance of a- later printing.. The following
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table, as far as it goes. shows the differences of
shade.

Stamps left by Cohn’s
Origlnul, Matmire, Repriunts.
5¢.| light green, light green, dark green
dark olive green, dark olive greeu
blue-green
20c.| Prueslan blue, ‘lark blue Prussian blue
dark blue i
40c, brown-red brick-red red-Lrown
reddish- vivlet

(To be continued.)
& B B
Philately in America.

‘THE CANADIAN PROVISIONALS OF 1899.
(From the AMontreal Philatelist).

Mr. W, Sterling Purvis in the Philatelic Advocate
for March urges the collection of * the split-
provisionals used by some postmasters when the 2
cent letter rate came into force'’ Jan. lst., 1899,
These fractional stamps are also listed in the new
edition of Stanley Gibbons' catalogue, so that it is
time that their true character should be shown.
No one terms them, as Mr. Purvis implies, ** fakes *’
or the *result of collectors' genius,” but for all
that it is a simple matter to show that they were
absolutely unnecessary, were never sold to the pub-
lic as stamps and cannot properly be called stamps
at all. If their collection is advocated and a high
price put upon used specimens, then look out for
‘ fakes ** and the results of the faker's genius, for
we .'gxall soon be flooded with such simply contrived
tras

it has [been established, so far as we know, that
only at one post office in the Dominion—Port
Hood, N.S., during the temporary scarcity of 1 and
2c stamps, the postmaster, in direct contravention
of the Fostal regulations, affixed to mail matter and
cancelled a few mutilated postage stamps which he
had surcharged 1c. and 2c. with a hand stamp.

This postmaster must be a relic of the anti-
confederation regime, when such mutilations were
allowed, as even an entire absence of the required
values would not warrant, under present regula-
tions, this antiquated process. In such cases the
postmaster should forward the money to the office
on which his mail is forwarded with a request to
affix the necessary stamps ; he can hand stamp or
write the amount paid on each letter if desired,
but that isnot necessary. As these fractional pro-
visionals of the Pert Hood P. O., were never
issued to the public, but were affixed by the post-
master and the amount paid stamped on them, they
are no more deserving of collection as postage

|
;
"
l

stamps than the hand stamp or pen mark on an
envelope would be it no stamp or portion of a stamp
had been affixed. If it is asked ** Why cutupand
affix the stamps then? " the answer is the post
master knew no better and wanted to make 'his
cash account correspond with the total of stamps
sold and on hand, He tried to simplify his book-
keeping—nothing more—but went about it in an
antiquated and unlawful way.

The AMlontreal Philatelist draws rather a fine
distinction between Commemoration stamps and
speculative stamps. The former are regarded by
our Canadian contemporary as the * truest
friends of Philately,” while on another page of the
same journal there is a column mentioning certain
speculative stamps as unworthy the attention of
collectors. This list includes the ** projected ™
issue for Natal, the proceeds to go to the sufferers
through the war. Of course this issue never was
“projected  at all except by an egregious
London dealer. But if it were, we should con-
sider it quite as collectable as the Labourdonnais
label of Mauritius which is extolled to the
skies. The one brings in money for charit-
able purposes, the other to replendish the State
exchequer. Neither of these taxes shculd fall
exclusively on philatelists, and both are equall
indefensible,

"““RELIEF FUND" ISSUES.

At the present time there are many sugges-
tions from various quarters, that special issues
should be made for the relief of Soldiers’
Widows and Orphans. Even for a good cause
we cannot see that the prostitution of the
postal service should be urged is a means of
raising funds. The editor of the J[Philatelic
Journal of India neatly suggests to somebody
who proposes a *‘famine relief” issue, that a
donation of unused stamps of the normal
design will no doubt be welcomed by the
Treasurer of the Fund. There is unfortunately
confirmation of the intention of the Victorian
Government to issue special war stamps. The
Wellington (New Zealand) .Ewvening l'ost says
that the Postmaster General of that Colony has
accepted designs for penny and twopenny
stamps, of which 40,000 of the former, and
20,000 of the latter are to be issued. The
penny stamp bears the Victoria Cross, and
across it the words * South Africa—for valour
—1900.” On the two-penny is depicted a
picket and scouts, scanning the horizon, and
in the distance a faint outline of hills
which the British have to scale.

INDEX TO YOL. IX.

We have still a few of these leflt, and can send a
copy to any reader who wishes to bind up the
volume, for 31d. post free.

KIRKPATRICK AND PEMBERTON,
202, High Holborn, Liondon, W.C
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No. 6.—Mr. ROBERT EHRENBACH.

Though Mr. Ehrenbach is only 42 years of age,
he is one of our oldest collectors, For the past
23 years he has collected and studied stamps with
such zedl as to earn for
himself a high position in

German States. He was always very fond of
strips and blocks, and his Germans included such
things as blocks of twelve of the 1/30 blue and of
nine of the gr. green of the 1st issue of Oldenburg,
and a block of sixteen of the 1kr, black of Bavaris,
all unused, whi'st among the used was a recon-
structed sheet of the rare 3pf. red Saxony.

This collection, in its turn, was sold, the price
being £6000. Since then
Mr. Ehrenbach has spe-

the ranks of our foremost
philatelists.

Born at Bradford in 1858,
he was only a schoolboy
when he first took an in-
terest in stamps, and he
has kept it up ever since,
though it was not till 1877
that he may be said to have
collected with the serious-
ness which has character-
ized his connection with
the hobby ever since.

He was at that time a
general collector, * but a
vigit to Australia in 1886
gave him o liking for
Australian stamps, and for
some ycars he practically
confined his attention to
those stamps. In five
years he had & fine special
collection of them, and
wishing to take up =ome
other groups of countries

e A

cialized Austria, Norway,
Sweden, Holland, Den-
mark, Belgium, Russia,
and several South Amer-
ican States, of which the
most notable is his
collection of Buenos
Ayres which is quite un-
equalled.

Mr. Ehrenbach early
joined the Philatelic So-
ciety, London, and was
elected to the Council
in 1894, which position
he has held ever since,

He has not only collected
but studied his stamps, and
the results of his labours
have been given to the
world in the papers which
he has read from time to
time before the Philatelic
Society. the principal ones

so that he might have the
pleasure of almost begin-
ning agein, he sold his Australians, some of the
finest things being disposed of privately and the
rest by auction.

The new love was old German States and un-
used Europeans generally. Of these Mr. Ehren-
bach rapidly amassed a large and valuable col-
lection, particular attention being paid to the

being “On the Adhesive
Stamps  of  Brunswick ;"
‘“Notes Z on  the  Danish

9 Skiiling Stamp of 1851;"
““ Notes on the Varieties of 1866-72 g tssues| sof
Uruguay; and ** Lithographic Ervors of Olden-
burg, ‘the last of which was given in collabora-
tion with Mr. M. P. Castle.
These remarks will give some idea Yof the
wide range of Mr. Robort Ehrenbach’s
researches.



94

PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN.

June 15, 1900

South Australian ¥arieties
Simplifieo.
(Contirued,)
By M. Z. KurTNER.

THE TENPENCE STAMPS,

The rouletted variety, always found in pale '
yellow shades, i8in my opinion by far the ravest
of the normal varieties of the 10d. stamp. 1
do not know of any unused specimens, while
really good used copies are of extreme rarity,
though medium and off centred specimens may
of course be met with, This stamp exists with
inverted surcharge—in my opinion the rarest
subvariety of this value. I do not think any
unused specimens are known, and I have seen
only 3 or 4 used copies, including the two I
possess. In an article I wrote some years since,

I gave my reason for believing that not more I
than five sheets of the crown and SA,, and one
of this variety, were ever issued, an opinion -
whieh I still hold,

The stamps perf. 113 and 11} x12} in my
opinion rark next to the roulstted ones in rarity,
though I have seen some half-dozen unused
spacimens. Usad in good condition, they are
very hard to obtain. They are usually found
in ‘medium shades of yellow.

Far commoner are those perf. 10, 11}, 12}
compound, of which unused copies in good
condition can generally be obtained at about
catalogue price or a trifle lower. Used, they
are little rarer than the rouletted stamps with
bhie surcharge, though apt to occur off centre.

The small 2d. Stamp.

This stamp is perhaps the most important
of all issued in South Australia, as it is found
with almost every variety of watermark and
perforation employed in that colony.

I will first deal with the varieties having the
star watermark (first type).

Rouletted, it is found in shades of orange and
orange-red ; is fairly plentiful unused, common
used, and is known printed on both sides (this
latter variety being surcharged for Depart-
mental use).

Perforated 114 x roulelte, it is of extreme
rarity, no unused specimen and only about a
dozen used ones being known. The majority
of these bear the postmark of ROBE.

With this watermark the stamp is also chro-
nicled perf. 11} und rouletted, perf. 114, and perf.
114 x 124,  So far as I can make out, one speci-
men showing both the 114 perf. and the roulette
{surcharged C.D.) was in Mr. Castle's collection,
while the other varieties have been listed as
being possibleand probable rather than certainly
known to exist. At any rate I have seen none
of the three.

Next in order come the varieties printed on
paper watermarked with 8A below a crown, the
lotters being wide apart. Though the paper
varies from thin to fairly thick the watermark
is always very distinct. .

Rouletted, it is found in shades of orange-red
and orange-yellow, and is about equalin rarity
to the variety with star wmk. unused, but is
about twice or three times as plentiful used. !

It is known imperforate (though the very
great majority of these specimens are either
fakes or colour trials), and I have a pair in my
collection imperforate between.

Perf. 11% x Roulette, it is a very rare
stamp indeed, I have heard of omly about
six or seven specimens, all used and all but
two surcharged P, (Police). The exceptions,
which I believe to be unique, are both
in my collection, and are respectively sur-
charged C. Sgn. in black, and unsurcharged.
The former of these is now, I fancy, chronicled
for the first time, though I have had it for
nearly eighteen months.

Perf. 11%, 11} x 12k, it is also extremely
rare. I do not know of any unused speci-
men, and the few used copies I have seen
and possess are surcharged, either for
departmental or official use (8.T., P., 0.8.) or
else with ‘“specimen,” in which latter state they
are probably reprints. ’

Perf. 10 x Roulette, it is a very rare
stamp unused (I can remember only some
four or five specimens), and far scarcer
used and in good condition than its present
catalogue price (4s). suggests. Care should
be taken to guard against apecimens with
forged roulettes made from the next variety
which is

Perforated 10. This stampisextremely common,
though possibly almost worth its catalogue price
(6s.) unused. Used it is catalogued 9d. ; but I
doubt whether it is worth much more than that
sum per dozen. It is found in a very great
number of shades, ranging from almost yellow
to deep orange red. Specimens are alsv known
printed on both sides (one side surcharged P.),
and are Dot of excessive rarity.

Perf. 10, 11}, 124, it is extremely rare
unused, and not at all commmon used and
without departmental surcharge. Very many
shades exist and most of the varieties of
perforation are compounds of 10 and 114, the
1234 machine being apparently but seldom em-
ployed in this connection.

Watermarked V and Crown perf. 10, it
is not very rare unused (about ejual in
rarity to the roulstted varieties), and plentiful
used, though good specimens are not vsry dear
at the catalogue price of 9d.

Watermarked Crown and 8 A close, the
paper varying from one resembling that
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used for the wide S A watermark to a whiter,
thicker and denser kind, it is in one variety
(perf. 10) the commonest of all South Australian
stampa. Of the many shades in which this
later stamp is found, yellow, orange, orange-
red, blood-red and dark brown, 1 must confess
that I do not believe in either the first or last
mentioned. The former I cobsider to be in
most cases due to sunlight and the latter to
oxydation or chemical influence. The blood-
red shade is the rarest of the legitimate ones,
especially unused.

Perforated 113, 11} x 124, it is very
rare, Some few years since a block of
11 unused specimens perf. 11§, turned up and
are now divided. Neo others are known
in that condition. Four or five used specimens
of both perforations have also come under my
observation, one of which (in my collection and
with 0.8.) is apparently without watermark—a
corner stamp. The blood-red shade has not
yet been found with this perforation.

Perforated 10, 113, 124 compound, it is
very rare unused, only two or three spec-
mens being known to me. Used, also, it is
pot always so easy to find as one would imagine
from its catalogue price (6s8.) On the one hand
I have looked through about a quarter of a
million specimens practically without results,
while a little lot of less than two hundred has
yielded about a dozen. Tn this case also the
blood-red variety is far rarer than the shades of
orange. In 18983 this stamp appeared with the
current set perfurated 15 (in shades of orange),
in 1896 in similar shades but perforated 13,
afterwards 1 fancy from a new plate, the later
printings from the old plates having very greatly
deteriorated. Last year it came out with the
same perforation (13) but in shades of violet.
Al these stamps are common, used or
unused.

The Small 1d. Stamp.

This value appeared with both kinds of
Crown and S A watermark and with all the
chief varieties of perforation (excluding roulette)
found on the 2d. value. To commence with
the stamps having the

Crown and S4. wide.—The varieties in
order of rarity are 113§ x 12§, 113, 113 x 10
and 10. These are all rare unused, ever
the commonest (those perf. 10) being any-
thing but easy to find and apparently getting
scarcer every day. The other kinds are
very hard to obtain in mint state. Used,
the only varieties at all plentiful are thote
perf. 10 and 11§ respectively, and even they aic
fairly uncommon in good condition, as the
shades of blue-green in which they were origic-
ally printed have a nasty way of turning tc
green-blue. It is strange how much rarer the

stamps of this value are than the corresponding
varieties of the 2d.

With the wmk. Crown and 8 A (close) the
varieties of perforation known are 11§ x 193,
10 x 123, 114 x 10 and 10—all in shades of
blue-green and rare in about the order given. If
anything the first three are more difficult to
obtain than the corresponding varieties with the
wide 8 A watermark especially unused.

In shades of dark yellow green, the varieties of
perforation sccording to their rarity are
10 x 124, 124 x 10, 113 x 10 and 10. They
are all somewhat more difficult to obtain than
the corresponding perforations in blue-green.

It will be noticed that I have set forth the
various compounds of the small 1d. and 2d. at
length as so few variations are known. But
even of these all need not be taken. A specimen
showing the work of each machine, singly or in
conjunction with one or both of the others, is
quite sufficient.

Like the small 2d., this stamp appeared in
1893 perforated 15 and in 1896 perforated 13.
Later printings were made from a new plate,
the one in use having become extremely worn.
Last year the colour was changed to a rather
pretty shade of rose (or rosine as Messrs.
Stanley Gibbons's colour specialist calls it),

The 8-Pence Stamp.

Thisgstamp is of special interest, as it is found
only on the paper water-marked with the broad
pointed star. It was formed by printing the
Yd. stamp in shades of (1) burnt sienna (2) yellow
brown, and (3) grey-brown, and surcharging it
across the value with 8 PENCE in black,
There is only one type of surcharge. The
varieties of perforation known are 114, 11§ x
124 compound. The yellow-brown is slightly
the |rarest and the grey-brown the commonest
unused, while used there is little difference.
Sowne specimens, usually through faulty perfora-
tion, show traces of surcharge at top and bottom
so that it is possible  that an unsurcharged
specimen may turn up.

6d. Ultramarine.

This stamp of the early type appeared in
December 1884. It is known perforated
10 x 114, 10 x 124 and with the triple com-
pound, unused specimens have also appeared
with an additional perforation of 11§, The
paper varies from thin to thick card and the
stamp is not very rare unused, and very common
used.

The Half-Penny Values.

At the beginning of 1882 the current penny
stamp was surcharged HALF PENNY in two
lines, the original value being barred out. The
varieties of surcharge are of verylittle importance.
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About fifteen months later appeared the
small 3d. stamp (Gibbon's type 14) in chocolate
brown perforated 10. This stamp, like all the
others of the same type, is watermarked Crown
and close 8 A sideways, so that two stamps
are needed to show the whole watermark. It is
fairly common both used and unused. In 1891
the colour was changed, first to Venetian red
and then to yellow brown, the perforation
remaining the same. These stamps are slightly
rarer than the chocolate brown variety, but are
still very common.

A few sheets of the Venetian red stamps
were however perforated 113, 123, simple and
compound, with which perforation they are
very difficult to obtain, especially unused, The
catalogue price of 3d. for used specimens, is in
my opinion,?far too low, as I doubt whether
two or three hundred could be found in
all London,

At the end of 1891, the stamp appeared
in yellow-brown, perforated 11} on one side and
10 on the others (i.e. the sheets were perforated
by the 10 comb machine set for stamps of
ordinary size and each pair was separated by the
single line 11§ machine, so that pairs imperforate
vertically can well occur, The stamp is common
usged or unused.

In 1893 and 1895 the perforations were
changed to 16 and 13 respectively, both of
which varieties are very plentiful. A variation
of the former is perforated 1ii on one side, 15
on the others. Of this stamp I know nothing
and doubt whether I have seen it., The stamps
perf. 13 are in shades of brown (pale and dark).
Last year this type was superseded by a new
design printed in green, which is now current
in several shades.

The Small 3d. Stamp—Gibbons’ Type 1s.

This stamp appeared, water-marked with
Crown and close 8 A and perforated 10, in sage
green, olive green and deep green, all of
practically the same degree of rarity—or the
reverse. In 1895 it came out in olive green
perforated 13.

The Small 4d. Stamp—Gibbons’ Type 16.

In 1890 this stamp appeared, on close S A
paper and perforated 10, in varying shades of
violet, subsequent printings being in analine
ink. These are fairly common ; but the issue
of 1893 in grey-lilac perforated 15 is of a fair
degree of rarity unused. In 1895 the stamp
reverted to bright violet and came out with the
perforation 13.

The Small 6d. Stamp—Gibbons’ Type 17.

This appeared in 1887, on close S A paper
perforated 10, the earlier printings being in pale

or sky-blue while the latter ones were in deep
or bright blue. In the latter shades it duly
came out with the rest of the sets perforated 15
and 13 respectively, with the former perforation
it is nearly as rare unused as the 4d. of the same
issue. Used, all varieties are common,

The Long High Value Stamps, dibbons’
Type 18.

These stamps, most frequently seen in *‘speci-
men " sets, appeared first in 1887. This set was
on close S A paper perforated 10 and comprised
the following values: 2s. 6d. lilac; ds. rose;
10s. green; 15s. yellow-brown ; £1 blue; £2
red-brown ; 50s. dark venetian red ; £3 sage-
green ; £4 lemon ; £6 grey ; £10 bronze ; £15
silver; and £20 mauve. Unused they are
naturally worth at least ‘‘face,” while the
values above 10s., are of course diflicult to
obtain genwinely postally used.

Later on, certain values appeared perf., 114
and 114, 123 compound, still with the same
water-mark but generally differently disposed.
The shades too differ somewhat. Gibbons’
catalogue gives the following values; 2s. 6d. ;
Bs. ; 10s, green, (this I have just had in almost
an olive shade); £1; £5 grey and £5 olive
brown. The £5 greyshould be fairly rare in any
condition (used, unused, *‘specimen,” or fiscally
cancelled) as it was soon superseded by the
printing inolive brown. As to the other values,
I believe that they are all to be found with this
perforation ; though I would here warn collect-
ors against the ‘* specimen ” sets on thin ‘wide
8 A7 paper, which are merely reprints. The
28. 6d, bs. and £1 have lately appeared per-
forated with the large holes previously referred
to (vide 1s. and 2s. second star).

The 2id. Stamp.

The first appearance of a stamp of this value
was at the beginning of 1891, when the small
4d. previously referred to was printed in green
on close S8 A paper (like all the succeeding
stamps) and surcharged 24d. in brown, the
original value being barred out. Normally the
perforation is 10, with which the stamp is found
in slight shades of blue-green and yellow-green.
Some sheets however, had the three vertical lines
on the right and the two lowest horizontal lines
perforated with 113, This gives rise to eight
compounds of 10 with I3 while the two right-
hand stamps of the bottom row on each sheet
thus perforated gauge 114 «ll round and are
correspondingly scarcer than the others. As
regards the surcharge, the variations in the
size and shape of the stops are slight, though
two stamps on each sheet have the fraction }
much closer to the large 2 than the others.
Another variety of perforation is 10 compound
with 123, a few sheets having four vertical
lines of perforation made by the 124 machine.
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These are rather rarer than the 10, 113 com-
peands.  The Hundbool: says that the compound
113, 123 does not exist, but some two or three
years since 1 discovered this variety among Mr.
Hadlow’ stock. 1 fancy, however, that it was a
freak of the 113 machine, and not actually
causzd by the use of the 113 and the 123
mazhines.

In 1843 this stamp appeared perforated 15,
soma specimens being printed from a curiously
worn plate.  Possibly this may account for the
introduction i the following yearof an entirely
new design (Gibbo’s Type 21) which appeared
in blue-lilac with the same perforation.  This
stamp seems rather cheap at the catalogne price
of 2s. unused, 3d. used. In 1895 it cazne out
with the current 13 perforation, while last year
it was changed to deep Mue.

The 5d.3Stamp.

The stamp of this value also, on its first
appearance in 1891, was made in a similar way
to the 23d., viz. by printing the small 6d. in
reddish brown and surcharging it 8d. in carnine,
the original value being barred ount. It is
found only with the 10 perforation, has no
variety of type of surcharge worth mentioning,
and is common used and unuszd. In 1894, a
new design ((ibbon's type 22), appeared per-
forated 15. This stamp, printed in a brownish
purple fugitive ink, suggestive of a photograph,
is far raver than the catalogue prices of 4s. and
19. would indicate. In 1895 the perforation
was changed to 13.

» .

L) -

My task is now done. Ill-health and worry
may perhaps have rendered some of my descrip-
tions less clear than they might have been, or
may even be responsible for errors of omission
or commission. I need hardly say that Ishall be
glad to have any such mistakes pointed out, and
shall at all tiines he ready to answer any queries
relating to the study of one of the most interest-
ing, even though somewhat intricate, sets of
stamps of any of our colonies.

(Conclusion.)

INDEX TO VOL. X,

We have still a few of these left, and can send a
oopy to any reader who wishes to bind up the
volume, for 34d. post free.

KIRKPATRICK AND PEMBERTON,
202 High Holborn, London W.C.

June,

1900, Report.
Honorary President—
His Honour Judge Pnirerick, Q.C.

Honorary Fire-Presidents—
VERNOXN RoBerTs, Manchester.
Rev. W. BeLL. Cork.

LDresident—
H. R, OLpFieLD, London.

Vice-Presidents—
W, DorNING BECKTOYN, Manchester.
H. L. Havatax, London.

Comuniittee—
F. Esrsox, BIRMINGHAM,
L. W, FuLchEig, London.
W. l{am.ow, London.
W. G, ilawkiNs, Lound n.
J. E. Josknix, London,
W. B. KirkpraTrICK, [ondon.
W. 5. Kixag, Londoen.
I'. L.. PEmBERTON, London.
5. C. Sxirrox. Salishury.
C. 'I'. Reen, London.
H. UnomrsoN, lLondon.

Hon, Counterfert Detector—
W. Habprow, 331, Strand, London, W.C.
Hon, Solicitors—

Messrs. OLpFIELD, BarTiav & OLDFIELD,
St. Stephen’s Chambers, Telegraph Street,
Moorgate Street, E.C.

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer—
H. Hixrox, 5, laultons Square, Chelsea,
London, S.\W.

Hon. Exchauge Superintendent—
Dr. Marx, 6 tlaven Green, Ealing, London, W,
Hon. Librarian—

B. W. WARHURST, 15, Paultons Square, Chelsea,
London, S.\V.

T.

MEMBERSHIP.

Candidates for admission must be over 18 years
of age, and supply at least two satisfactory refer-
ences. ‘They will then be proposed for election.
and if no objection Le lodged within fourteen days,
be duly elected. ‘The Entrance Fee, 2/6 and
subscription 5/~ should accompany the application,
and will be refunded in the event of the non-election
of the applicant. (The Committee are empowered
to elect Life Members not exceeding ten in number,
at a fee of two guineas.)

NEW MEMBERS.
Senor Don Juan EstargLLos CarBoNELL, Palma
Mallorca.

y Capt, A.J. V. DureLL, Cape Town, S. Africa.




98

LIBRARY.
The Hon. Librarian acknowledges with thanks:—
* Anales de la Sociedad Filatelica, Santiago,
Chili.”
*¢ Stamps,’” May 1900,

Annual General Meeting,

The Annual General Meeting and Election of
Officers and Committee for the year 1900-1901 was
held at Essex Hall, Essex Street, Strand, on
Wednesday, May 30.

Present Mr. H, R. Oldfield \in the chair), Dr. E,
F. Marx, Messrs, L. W. Fulcher, H. Thompson,
C. T. Reed, W. L. King, P. L. Pemberton, E. W,
Werherell, and the Hon. Sec.

The report and balance sheet. read by the Hon.
Sec showing 111 members on the roll and a
balance of {1 10f- in hand on January lst, 1800,
was received and adopted subject to audit, Dr. E.
F. Marx and Mr. F. Marx being appointed
auditors. ‘I'he Hon. Sec. read letters from Messrs.
Vernon Roberts, W, Dorning Beckton. J. E.
Joselin, and B W. Warhurst, regretting their
inability to attend the meeting, and making
various suggestions for the good of the Society.
Dr. Marx reported on the working of the exchange
packets. The thanks of the meeting were accord-
ed to the President, and the various officers of the
Society for their services during the year, and
they were unanimously re-elected, with the addi-
tion of Messrs, I’. I.. Pewmberton, and 'W. 8. King,
as membersof the Committee.

The suggestion made by Mr. W. Dorning Beck’
ton, that a competitive Exhibition be beld amongs
the members during next seasen, was unanimously
approved of, the Commitiee to meet in the
autumn to make arrangements. On the conclu-
sion of the formal business, Mr. Wetherell gave a
display of a portion of his large general collection,
which was much appreciated by those present.
The balance sheet and Exchange Supt's, Report
will be published next month.

THOS. 1I. HINTON,
lHon. Sec. and T'reasurer,
Int. Phil. Union.

5, Paultons Square,
Chelsea, London, S.W.
June 9, 1900.

REPORTS OF OTHER SOCIETIES.
THE $COTTISH PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

The usual monthly meeting (being the 105th),
was held at 5, St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh, on
the 9th of April, at 8 p.m. Present: Mr. Adam
Smail, Hon. Pres. in the chair, and Messrs. Baxter,
Miller and Fish.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read
and approved of.

Mr. Malcolm Tomlinson (Musselburgh), and
Senor Juan Esterellas Carbonnell (Palma de
Mallnrca), were elected members of the Society,

Mr. Smail reported that over 1,200 copies of
his song, * The DBritish Soldier in War and
Deace,” had been sold, and the proceeds handed
over to the Scotsman ¢¢ Shilling Fund.”
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Mr. Pelham Burn showed a Boer ** commando "
stamp, dated * Spytfontein, 11th Nov.” Mr.
Smail showed a post card and an envelope for-
warded from Ladysmith during the siege ; also an
envelope from the U.S A. with a design of an
octopus stretching out its tentacles over the States,
and in print the words “ Mormon Menace.” A
strip of 11 of the Roman States 8¢ pink, un-
severed, and a number of Jetter-sheets dating from
1757 were also shown. Mr. Miller showed a letter
cover from Robert louis Stevenson; and O.F.S.
post-card ; and some anomalies in British, and
Western Australian stamps.

The Secretary was instructed te arrange with
Mr. Falconer for the sale of stamps sent in for the
War Relief Fund.

14th May, 1900. The 106th meeting was held
at 5, St. Andrew Square, at 8, p.m.

Present: Mr. Adam Smail, Hox. Pres in the
chair, Dr. Ballantyne and Messrs. Baxter, Bonnar,
Richardson and Fish,

The Secretary was instructed to purchase vol. 2
of the London Philatelist from the Manchester Phil.
Society, and to write to the Secretary of the L.ondon
Philatelic Society for copies of their magazine
subsequent to end of vol. 7.

Mr. Smail showed an interesting collection of
U.5.A. locals; and Dr. jallantyne showed an
envelope recovered from the - Mexican,” and
another from Bloemfonteim with surcharge of
** V,R.L" on the Orange Free State stamp,

£11 Ts. 3d. had been received as the proceeds of
the War Relief Fund Sale; and the Secretary was
instructed to pay that amount to the Scofsinan
*¢ Shilling Fund.”

WILLIAM FISH, M.A., Hon. Sec.

18, Montpelier Terrace. Edinburgh.

SHEFFIELD PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

The Fifteenth Ordinary Meeting of the above
Society was held at Sisson’s Office, 74, High
Street, on Wednesday evening, May 2.

The President, Mr. Hunt was in thechair. The
evening was devoted to adisplay of the stamps of
Asia. Several large and interesting collections
were exhibited.

The Sixteenth Ordinary Meeting was held on
Wednesday, May 16.

The President, Mr. Hunt, occupied the chair,
Mr. { l.ee Pike read a long and interesting paper
entitled “ A Day at the International Philatelic
Exhibition.” He commenced by relating his
experiences in Manchester ;. with a graphic report
of the Exhibition’s opening ceremony and continued
by describing the various exhibits, how they were
arranged, and the rarities they contained ; among
much other information the Essayist gave, he
specially mentioned a number of “ Changelings™
(stamps faked by chemical action), which were on
view, He described how these were made, and
illustrated his remarks by specimens on which
he bhad himself operated, Mr. Pike afterwards
presented the * changelings ™ to the Society.

A hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Pike concluded
the meeting, which afterwards adjourned till
October, when the new season will commence,
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On Colonr Charts.

One of the several subjects which have
been agitating philatelists, or at least, phila-
telic scribes, during the past year is the
question of colour nomenclature as applied
to stamps.

Various writers have put forward sugges-
tions for solving the difficulty, one advocat-
ing an instrument called a tintometer, while
several colour charts have been issued during
the past decade ; the latest and best being
that compiled by Mr. B. W, Warhurst and
published by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons last
year. But this unfortunately does not supply
the want. Mr. M. W. Jones, in a paper read
before the Manchester Society last autumn
on this subject, came to the conclusion that
a perfectly accurate colour chart cowld be
produced, but it would be too bulky and
expensive for practical use. At the con-
clusion of his interesting paper, Mr. Jones

suggested 4 plan which at first sight seems:
commendable.

* The suggestion he made wis, for a com-
mittee of colour experts to draw up a
standard list of colonrs, giving the light,
medium, and dark shades of each, and to-
select typical stamps of each shade, and to
publish the list, giving the ratalogue number
of each. With this list a collector could,
after collecting the requisite stamps, make
his own colour chart with which he could
classify all his stamps. In the last number
of the Stamp Collector's Fortnightly, Mr,
Bishop puts forward this same idea as some-
thing entirely new, and invites opinion
upon it.

Doubtless such a colour chart, once got
together, would answer as well as any. But the
difficulties in the way of forming it seem great.
It would scarcely do for each collector to
choose his own specimens, ¢ven when he
knows the numbers in Gibbon's catalogue,
for even the fastest colours are at times
subject to accidents which render them
different from the normal, and the inclusion
of such stamps would be fatal. It would be
very difficult to find stamps of every shade
of colour which are always constant and
undeviating.  Then again there are some
colours which are peculiar to certain stamps
and those by no means easy to get. This
would make the collection of a colour chart
an effort scarcely sccondary to the formation
of the main collection. Some of the true
shades of orange and yellow particularly
would be a costly series to acquire. What a
run there would Dbe on the *“solferino™
Greece 40 lepta of 1875, which is a stamp
that has no counterpart in shade in the
whole gamut of philatelic colours. This
stamp is exceedingly scarce in its pristine
freshness of colour even used, whilst unused
it is an extreme rarity. The id. Malta,
golden  yellow, somelimes known as the
“canary " yellow, is another unique stamp
and must be in mint condition with full gum,
as used copies are nearly always quite
different in shade; this is a stamp that would
cost at least 10/6, and if many colour charts
were made to include it, it would soon be
almost unattainable. The lemon-yellow 4d.
Tasmania is not an easy stamp to get in good
colour, and is impossible to match, while some
of the shades of Tuscany and Sicily are quite
unique in the stamp album. All these stamps
would be necessary to typify colours in the-
chart,



100

PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN.

June 1%, 1900

Then there are many shades which, in the
case of every stamp in which they occur,
must under certain atmospheric conditions
change in quite an alarming degree. Stamps
thus altered in appearance are very common,
and many inexperienced collectors might
put a greenish looking stamp in the space set
apart for a lilac without knowing any better.

Now rhis ques'ion of colour names is a
very interesting one and a reliable guide of
some kind would be of great service to the
cataloguer and the compiler of new issue
columns. But we doubt whether the general
collector cares very much what n: me may be
given to a y shade so long as he is quite
sure that he has got it. Even comparison
with a perfect colour chart, if such a thing be
possible, would not quite convince him that
he has or has not a rare shade, unless he has
the other shades to compare with in the
stamps themselves. Experience is the only
true guide to the colours of stamps; names
will never help the classification very much.

If the time ever does come when all
colours will be named accurately and
scientifically, philately will doubtless lose
such picturesque terms as * solferino,”
“mustard,” “canary.” and ‘¢ mulberry,”
which may not be scientific nor even -orrect,
but are indelibly associated with certain
stamps. Three of these four names have
already disappeared from our standard cata-
logues, and we feel their loss with a senti-
mental regret, for they are associated with our
early collecting days. We could have put up
with their possible inaccuracy on account of
their undoubted expressiveness. A colour
chart would no doubt rob us of many more
cherished illusions, and we are really not in
any hurry to have ail our oldest beliefs
upsel by the stern and unromantic hand of
scier.ce.

Result of the Second Bi-sected Slamp
Competition.

The only Competitor who sent in the correct
solution was ;—

Mr. CHARLES BENAERT,
425, FuLHAM Roap,
S. KENSINGTON, LonDoN.,

to whom we have forwarded a Cheque for £5.
The names of the Countries from which the

Stamps had been cut were :—

' RANSVAAL, IBARBADOS, BARBADOS, AUSTRIAN,

ItaLy, MONTSERRAT, DENMARK. DOMINICa,

MavuriTius, TRINIDAD {unpaid} and Capg, in th:

.order named.

Recollections of 20 Years’
Stamp Dealing.
i

By TrEODOR BUHL.

( Coutinued from page 81.)

One of the shops not entirely devoted to
stamps, but yet one of the principal rendezzous
of philate'ists, was Miss Fernley's in Seething
Lane. If ever anyone dealing in stamps had a
chance of making a fortune it was Miss Fernley,
notwithstanding that a large part of her business
was to sell ““on commission.” At this time 1
do not remember «ll the names of those who
frequented the hittle shop, but they include
many of the leading celebrities, such as
Messrs. Tapling, Burnett, Castle, Garth, Bacon,
Pearson-Hill, Kleinwort, Gibl, Biggs, and,
amongst the dealers, Mr. 8. I>. Mats, which
name my reanders will recognize as a clever nom
de plume.  Miss Fernley still keeps a shop in
Lower Thames Street and sells a few stamps
and publications, but the Fates have not been
kind to her, especially since her old shop was
pulled down for improvements and the opening
of so many dealers’ shops and oftices in the
city.

Another shop from which many fine old Austra-
lians emanated was Goodwin’s in London Wall.
Mr. Goodwin, who has long since either
removed or given up business, dealt in all kinds
of old curiosities, to which stamps were but
a secondary consideration, and, as he was not
exactly a philatelist, there were plenty of
bargains to be picked up from his old store
which seemed to have been hoarded up for
years.

Writing of shops reminds me of one of my
earliest visits to Lincoln's, in High Holborn,
when I made what I then thought a most
important discovery. In looking at some of the
1851 (first) issue of Baden, I noticed the date on
the sides, and showed Mr. Lincoln, with pride,
that I had discovered that the catalogues were
wrong. Neither of us noticed that the date on
the stamps was that of the Decree authorizing
their issue and not the date of issue.

I will not weary my readers with too much
detail, but will go back to 1879 and tell them
how I succeeded in getting stamps from abroad,
which was not such an easy matter as it is
usw-a-days. The postage to such places as
Barbados, Chili, Peru, and most of our Colonies,
was ls. per half ounce, and there were very
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few collectors outside Europe. After my ill-
ness, I decided to commence desling in stamps
in a sgerious manner. It was serious, though
the turnover would now be considered ridicu-
lously small ; but the difficulty was not so much
to sell the stamps as to get them! And there
were jealousies !

The few dealers who had addresses of
Continental dealers or collectors were considered
extra fortunate, and the small dealer who had
a correspondent in Australia, became at once of
some importance. Howevaer both difficulties
were overcome in due course. At the time of
the Leadenhall Market days there was a young
dealer named Power, the son of a wine merchant,
I believe, who lived in the north of London.
He had to leave, to take up his residence in
Madeira, and sold e his ** addresses " and his
copies of the Continental stamp journals, and
made over his goodwill, sach as it was, 10 me
for the large sum of Ten Shillings. That was
all right but I wantzd used Colonials and I had
no Colonial eorrespendents, so I hit upon an
idea. I issued a circular offering to buy for
cash or take in exchange for goods of any kind,
any number of used stamps, and quoted prices
for ths leading varieties. But where was I to
send the circulars ! My first investment was the
*Clergy List,” and copies were sent to every
Colonial clergyman, with a request to pass themn
on to anyons interestad.  For foreign countries
1 sent copies to all the consuls, with the same
request, and I must say that in both cases the
plan  aoswered splendidly.  The principal
articles required were hibles, but I sent out
any-thing, in one instance a consignment of
bedsteads to Venezuela. Of course many
preferred cash, but it was all the same, as
every consignment showed a good profit.
Some of my trinsactions in this way were very
large and will be referred to presently. It was
nothing unusual to receive twenty or thirty
letters by a West Indian mail, full of shilling
St. Vincents, old Trinidad, st. Lucia, Bar-
bados, in fact everything that waa current and
most things that were then obsolete.

The business started in the Wynne Road,
Brixton, and was afterwards removed to
Lambert Road, Brixton Rise. By that time I
was irsuing a wholesale and a retail list,
and commenced dealing more largely with
prominent collectors. My first visitors among
the collectors were Mr. Robert Ehrenbach
(who no doubt oftzn thinks of his then ** general”
collection) and Mr. Lowenthal Rheinberg,
afterwards well known as a collector of Austra-
lians. Mr. J. N. Marsden, then of Manchester,
and who is now a prominent collector in
Portugal, was also an early visitor, and I
daresay he still has the envelope with six of the
penny in red on sixpenny Trinidad, which
arrived the day he was there and for which

i cities had been to him.

he paid me 3bs. Cyprus 30 paras on one piastre
at £2 each glso sounds a bit stifi now, but we
never knew how rare these novelties were
going to be. There were no speculative issues
then. '

As to the dealers, they were fewer in those
early days than they are now, and the majority
of those who are well known at the present
time had not been heard of inthe carly days of
my dealing. Sowmehow ** Theodor Buhl & Co.,”
Brixtcn Rise, had made a reputation outside
the little back roum, and the correspondence
grew to about 80 letters a <ay. Among the
dealers who called upon me, I remember Mr,
M. Giwelb. He had then wmrived from
Berlin, where he had been in the employ of
my old friend David Cohn, and I am sure he
will forgive me reminding him of the fact that
he knew very little of London then, certainly
less than he knows now. He came to Brixton
on a tram and I walked back to the tramway
terminus with him, our transactions having
consisted of a purchase by me of five shillings
worth of old Swedish stamps; quite a deal in
those days. After that I saw a good deal of
Mr. Giwelb at his room in Langham Street,
where once or twice a week 1 called to settle
accounts and provide him with more stamps.
The subsequent taking a shop in Leicester
Square (No. 37 I believe was the first one) was
entirely a speculation on Giwelb’s part, and
although it was & success from the start, I believe
his renl prosperity started with the purchase of
the ‘¢ Botteley " collection, Mr, Botteley was
at that vime one of the best known collectors, *
and like so many good philatelists, he hailed
from Birmingham, He was a great trav-
eller in those days, for a philatelist, and
made many Continental journeys with Mr.
Thomas Ridpath of Liverpool, the well
known dealer. Ridpath was then a very pro-
minent dealer and Botteley was a prominent
collector, and the Midlands at that time, held
their own against Londoen, in proportion, more
than at prasent. Notwithstanding all his
experiences as a traveller there was one little
matter that worried Mr. Botteley ; he would
not travel at night, and poor Ridpath spent
many n wasted night over this. Ridpath at
that time was almost, if not the only English
dealer who travelled. He was kuown to every
one who took any keen interest in stamps on
the Continent ; he was the first to travel through
Russia, and 1 well remember him telling e,
in after years in Paris, what a happy hunting
ground the philatelically unexplored Russian
Paris, Brussels, Berlin,
Frankfort, Hamburg, in fact France, Germany,
Russia, Italy, Holland, Austria, all knew
Ridpath philatelically. More or less the
successer of Young and Stockall of Liverpool,
his reputation was enhanced in later years by
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the great British Guiana find, out of which he
did not make half as many hundreds as he
should have done. If I am not mistaken, this
great *‘ tind " which consisted of hundreds of the
early issues also included the celebrated
*‘unique " stamp; the ‘‘one cent” red, of 1856.

M. la Renotiere objects to the woid ** unique ”
as applied to a stanp, but in this case I think
all must admit that it can be fairly used as
regards this stamp which has_ since its original
discovery, been quietly reposing in his collection.
Amongst his peculiarities, Ridpath was always
a great authority on postcurds, as he is to this
day, and what others neglect in this way he
manages to turn to profitable account. The
last time 1 had the pleasure of meeting
him, about three years ago in Liverpool, he was
still. the same clear-headed, enter aining dealer
of the old-fashioned school, relying on his old-
style methods and yet able to talk with more
knowledge on almost any philatelic subject than
most, of the ‘¢ great” dealers of modern
times, If I have dwelt too long on Mr.
Ridpath’s merits I must apologize, but to an old
dealer, these items of **ancient history " bring
back so many memories of the past that onc is
tempted to ramble on without regard to time
or space.

(To de continued.)

Under this heading 1we chronicle only those
stamps which to the best of var belief hare
actually appeared.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

Great Britain. The sheets of 1d. stamps are
now appearing with the same design in the space
between the panes as on the sheets of the new
4d. green, mentioned last month. The latter stamp
45 now issued surcharged ‘“ ARMY OFFICIAL ”

-

QOfficial adhesive. id. grecn, ** Army Official ™’

British Central Africa. Der Philatelis
announces the issue of the 1d. card, inscribed
44 EXTERNAL " instead of * INTERNAL.”

Post Card. Id. carmine on boff, “EXTERNAL.”

Cape of Good Hope. dlafeking. Further
values of the Mafeking siege stamps have now
arrived. I'wo of these are similar to the one
chronicled last month on Cape stamps, another is
on the 3d. *funappropriated die” type of
B. Bechuanaland, which has been described to us
Ly Mr. F. R. Ginn, who possesses a used copy, and
finally, the 1s. on the 4d. British Bechuanaland
of 1894,

Adhesives, 1d. on id. green (Cape, 1898)
3d, on 1d. carmine (Cape, 1843)
3d. ou 6d. lilac (Br. Bech,, 180 )
Is. on 4d. brown on green {Br. Lech., 1891}

Ceylon. The 2 cents. Lrown is now surcharged
“ On nervice.”

Official ndhesive.  2¢. brown, black overprint

Hong Kong. The 3 cents. reply post cards
have been surcharged for use as single 4 cents.
cards. I'he surcharge has been male diagonally
with a hand stamp, which appears to be that of
1894, applied first n red and then in black.
(PR J.of 1)

Post Cards.  4c. on the halves of 3c. x 3¢, card, sur-
charged in red and Llack,

India. Bussakir. The Monthly Fournal gives
a turther list of novelties for this State.

1'ypes of 18045,
Adbesives,  2a orange-yellow, “monogram * lake; imperf.

4a, violet .- .

Ka, brown .- mauve .
{2n, green ve lake "
Ir, ultrauarine . " ”»

T'ype of 1000.
Adhesive, 1w, dull olive, * monngram** like: imperf.

Duttia.  Accerding to Le Col. de 7T.-P. an
envelope has Leen issued in the type of the stamps
of 1899,  Aeneark the stamp is the Maharajah's
eal in blue.

Envelope, 4 an, greenon (1)

Aishengark., We omitted, in our list Jast month,
the } anna in carmine. ‘T'he appended iliustration
shows ihe type of the } anna, from a specimen
furnishea by Messr=. Whitfickl, King & Co.  ‘The
A7, ¥. mentions a 3a. in a grey-blue shade, used in
December last,

Adhesives. §a, carmine (shades), perf and imperf

in, grey-blue 5, .

X~
P Itk Iokrtent

Fem—
R ARt RN, P

Orcha.
specimenr of a stamp which has just been issued in
this State, of the accompanying design, with the

Messrs. Whitfield, King & Co. send us a

following information : —**Orcha 15 the premier
State of Bundelkund, in Central India. Its post
office is of Jlong standing, but stamps have not been
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used until now.” Four values have appeared as

follows .—
Adhesives. § anna red
1 anna violet
2 ,, ellow
w  wreen
Poonch. The k. J. of [ndia has seen two

post cards used on the 20th and 22nd November,
1894, with i anna stamp on lavender wove, batonne
paper. ‘The stamps are on the post cards, which
were sent by one native merchant to another on
business matters, and are therefore undoubtedly
genuinely used.

Adhesive. 3 an. red (1) on lavender

battonne
(1885-8% igsue),

wove

Jamaica. A correspondent in Jamaica has sent

us specimens of a new poster in the form ui a penny
stamp. It is a large oblong, measuring rather less
than the new Tasmanians. Llandovery Falis is the

[ S PN

name of the slice of scznery which it is designed to

advertise. It is watermarked Cr. and CC. and
perf 14,
Adhesive. 1d. red,
Malta. An envelope was issued here on the

1st of May. lhe design is oval, with embussed
head of the Queen, sinlar to that of some other
colonies, and inscribed, ** Maita Postage—One
Penny.” It is issued in three sizes—note, small
commercial, and large commercial—-the first two on
laid paper and the last on wove.

Envelope. 1d. carmine on white

Mauritius. The M. /. has received the current
8c. card, surcharged " 2 cents”™ in dlack and with
the original value and the words ‘‘ Union Postale
Universelle ” cancelled with &lack bars.

Post Card.  2c. in black, on 8¢, rose on buff

New South Wales. The Zondon Philatelist
some time ago mentioned the 5s. of the 1830 type
as being known perforated 10 x 11, and the 20-,
peri 11; we find we have not chronicled these
before. The Monthly Journal now lists the L0s.
long fiscal, surcharged ** Postage™ in blae with a
new perfuration—12 x 11.

Adhesives. 58, violet (1890 type), perf 10 x'11
2us. blue . perf 11
10s. violet and carmine (1883 type), perf 13 x 11

New Ziealand. The Aust, Phil. states that
the die of the 2d. has been re-engraved. [I'he size
is 1 mm. less each way. ‘The ornaments in the
upper and lower corners are larger, and the words
“Iwo Pence® are longer. 1t is printed in deep
mauve, on paper watermarked N.Z. and star, and
perf 11, This is the stamp chronicled last month.
The London Philatelist zlso mentions .this stamp
without watermark.

Eiwen’s Weekly has received some new envelopes
with stamps of the same design as the adhesives;
the result is said to be very poor,  There are three
values, which with the sizes are given as follows :—
&d., 3% by 5%, 1d., 3% by 9&; and 2d., 3§ by 43.

QOrange River Colony. All the stamps
overprinted * V.RR.[." mentioned last month are
without a stop after the value, with the exception of
the 1s. which has one after the “s.* ‘The M./,
also learns from a corre.pondent that a few of the
old 1d. brown and 1s, orange have also been over-
printed.  Of the formeronly about 10s. worth were
so treated, the stamps being in the hands of a
manager of a Bank at Bloemfontein who got per-
mission to have them made available for use. They
were not issued tu the public and need not therefore
be chronicled. ‘I'he character of the 1s. orange
appears to be equally doubtful.  There were two
settings of the type of the 4d. and 1d., which will
make it necessary for specialists to coliect entire
sheets. In the second setling there were no errors,
though all the stops are of a wrong fount, and are
placed higher than in the first setting.

‘There ate two more vilues besides the one we
listed last month, and also more varicties of sur-
charge, as well as postcards. Some of them we
have scen and others we chronicle on the authority
of the Menthly Journal.

Adbesives, 2d. on 2. wmaave
31, 3. nltramarine
Errors, No stop after V'
2., 3., il Bl vose, Bd. Dine, 15, B8,
No stopalter =1
«l. orange
No fignres
td., Hid. rose, td. blue, Is.
No better 3 ”
1s, brown -
id. on id. ro-e
pd. X vl on Bl x kel wreen
It on Ld, orange
ld. x 1d. an Id, X ld, brown
1ad, (F 1ide on 2. mauve)

Posteards,

Soudan. The Egyptian cards of ¢ mils are,
according to the L./%. now issued with the usual
surcharge.

Post Cards. 4 mils carmine-ros>
1

=i . "

South Australia. We omitted to mention
last month that the surcharge ¢ O.8.” on the new
1d. has the letters one on each sile of the stamp,
instead of cluse together.

Straits Settlements., The dAm. [. of Phe
chronicles the 5 cents in a new shade.

Adhesite. Jc, red-violet,

Tasmania. Messrs. Smyth and Nicolle send
us a specimen of a new letter card impressed with
the new pictorial 21. design. It is further
ornamented at the back with a scenic picture of
which we hear there are six varieties.

Letter Card. 2d. purple on Llue

OTHER @OUNTRIES.

Austria. Smith's Monthly Circular chronicles
several further items [fof the issue in the
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way of post cards and there is also an envelope
of 10 heller.

Envelope. 10h. rosc en white
Post Cards. 5k, dark green, * Deumtsch—Poin-Ruth

5 x 5h. . ** Deutseh-Bohm

5 X 5h. - © Dentseh—Ttal

5 x 5h. . * Deutsch—I1Mlir-1tal ™
Humgary. S.M7.C. also describes a new post

card for this country with inscriptions in Hungarian
and Croatian.

Post Card. 4 x 4f. brown on bnff

Belgium. Congo. From the L.P. we learn
that the inscriptions on the 10c cards, single and
reply, have been altered.

Post Cards,” 10c. red on buff, altered inscription
10 x 10c. brown and green on rose, altered inscription

Belgium. The 1 fr. and 2 fr. have been
changed in colour, and the 10c. letter card is now
printed in carmine.

Adhesives. 1 fr. orange

2 fr. lilac
Letter Cars. 10¢ cannine

Chili. There is the following stationery be-
longing to the new issue. The design is an
em bossed bust of the Republic.

Registration Envelopes, 15¢. violet
20¢, black

Letter Sheet. 5. vielet
Wrappers., 2¢, green
20c. black

‘We append an illustration of the type of the new
stamps chronicled last month.

Cucuta.
in Colombia have necessitated the issue of a pair
of provisionals, of the values of 5c. and 10c. The
latter is perforated vertically and imperf. hcrizon-
tally; the 5c. is described as perforated all round.
For design the arms of the Republic have been
utilized, with inscription “ ESTADOS UNIDOS

Colombia. The present troubles

DE CO!L.OMBIA' encircling them. Value
below, * CORREOS " above and at the top in
small letters * GOBIERNO PROVisorio.” Whether
the last incription means that the stamps are issued
for official purposes, or only that they are officially
issued provisionals, we are unable to say.

Adliwsives, 5c. black on red, perf,
e, . o imperf. x perf.

Panama. A correspondent in Panama has sent
us several specimens of the 10c. cut in halves, and
used apparently on small pieces of original. We
presume that there is a shortage of 5c. stamps,
which, as Panama is practically cut off from the
capital, could not be procured in a hurry. Wesee
by the A7./. that for this reason 200 of these same
10c. stamps were made into Registration stamps
by means of alarge * R overprinted in black.

This was prior to the issue of the new type which
was mentioned last month,

Adhesive, 10c. orange bisected diagonally for use as 5e, (?)
Registratien Stamp. 10c. overprinted * R ™ in black

Denmark. Messrs. Whitfield, King & Co.
have sent us two new stamps with values expressed
in the new currency. They are 1 cent green and
§ cents blue. The design appears to be the same
as that of the 5,10 and 20 ore of 1885 with the
exception of the alteration of the value. There
will no doubt be an entirely new issue for this
coinage.

Adhesives. 1 cent green

5 ecents hine

Danish West Indies. Two more values have been
issued in the new perforation, viz 13 x 13}.

Adhesives. le. manve and green, perf13 x 133
He, grey and green v "
Iceland. The A/ J. has received a 10 aur card»

companion to the 10 x 10 aur of 1892, It hasa
heading in six lines, the formula being in French
as well as Icelandic.

Post Card, 10 anr, carmine on white,

Dominican Republic. The 1 p, which we
chronicled last month is black on llac and not
black on blue.

Ecuador. The D B.Z. mentions the appear-
ance of the lonz upright fiscal, 50c. violet, sur-
charged “ DIEZ-CEN1AVOs " in black for
postal use. And the American /. of Ph. chronicles
the 1c. and 2c. Jubilee stamps overprinted 1897-98
in the smaller type.

Adhesives. 10e. on 50¢, violet (fiscal) surcharge Llack

le. carmine, vverprinted 18Y7-98 in biack
2, blue

France. Dalomey. There is an envelope of

15 centimes, of the usual 1ype, now issued.
Envelope.  15e. blue on azure.

Moroccv.  According to  S.4/.C. the French
letter card with the inscription ¢ Republique
Francaise ' at the top, is now surcharged for use in
Morocco.
25¢. on 2e. black on rose

The 5¢c. now appears in the

Letter Card.

Oceanic Scttlements.
yellow-green shade.

Adhesive. 3c. yellow-green

Fort Sard. We have not previously listed the
envelopes, letter cards and postcards which have
been issued here. All are surcharged on the
ordinary French ones. -

Envelopes. 5S¢, iellaw-grern on white
15¢, blue on green

Letter Cards. 15c. blue on grey-blue
35c. black on rose
Post Cards. 10¢. black on green

1Uc. X 10¢, black on 1o0se

Germany. The 5 pf. card now appears with
the new design of stamp, and without the rising
sun and date * 1900, which disfigured the centen-
ary cards as issued in January.

Der kil also mentions a 2 pf. card in two sizes
and shades of card, with stamp of the old design,
and a 3 pf. with the Germania design and black
inscription.

Post Cards. 2 pf. grev-blue on blue (two sizes}

3 pf. brown on white
5 pf. green on buflf
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Bgvaria. Through a printer's error we listed United@ States. Porte Rico. There is at

a new 2 marks stamp last month; it should have
read 3 marks, olive-brown.

Der Phil. describes some new post cards, namely
2 pf, sinzle and reply with stamp of the design
with large figure of value in the centre, dated 00,
and 10 pf single, and reply with stamp of the
design of the ordinary adhesives, also dated "00.

Post*Cards. 3 pf. grey on bl
2xepf .
10 pf. red -
10 x 10 pf. ,, .

Waurtemburg. The M.J. chronicles a sst of new
cards far Wurtemburg, and als> 2 pf stamps of the
Official and Municipal Service series.

Posteards. 2 pf, grev on butf

2 x2pf. .

Municipal Service Stamp 2 pf. grey

Cards 2 pf. grey o1 lnif

2x 2pf .,

Official Stamp 2 pf.
v Cards 2 pf, grey on bl

2 x 2 pf. grey on bnffl

.

. "

20 .

Guatemala. The jclilac has now been sur-
charged * 1900—1—centavo >’ similar to the one
surcharged on 5c. chronicled in April.

Adhesive.  le.on b, lilae, surcharged black

Ttaly. A new reply postcard with stamp of
the same design as the other cards, of the value of
10 x 10z. has recently been issaed.

Posteard. 0 x 10c. brown on pale green

Mexico. Some of the values of the new issue
are now appearing over-printed  “oficiaL” in
black.

Official mdhesives, le, groen

2e. red
13c. lavender and brown
Peru. A new letter-card, bearing the bust of
the President embossed in the same siyle as on the
postcards which were issued last year, has just
appeared. 'T'he vilue is 3c.
Tetter-card.

Portugal. According to Afekeel’s Weekly the
reply card of 23 reis. is now iszued on buff,

23 x 20 reis. rose on butl

3e. red on white

Posteanl,

Roumania The 5 bani letter-~ard has been
impressed with a second impression of the stamp,
raising the value to 10 bani. ‘T'his second impres-
sion is printe d in the left upper corner.

Letter=eard, 5 x 3b. green on grey

Salvador. _The Am. /J. of P. lists another
provisiunal, viz,, the “2c. green of 1899, with the
wheel overprint additionally surcharged ** 1900
I centava.”

Adlesive.  le. on 2¢. greysgreen, surcharge black

Switzerland. Wehave received the 25 centimes
in blue, und we presume this will necessitate an
alteration in the colour of the 50e.

Adhesive.  25c. blue

Turkey. “The Am. J. of P. states that the
20 paras which has hitherto been printed in rose
now appears in * all shades of violet-brown."™’

Adlesive. 20 paras, violet-brown

present such indecision about the spelling of the
name of this island that the post oflice ought to
be doing quite a good business. We t(ake the
following from the Am. J. of /. :—

* We are in a delightful state of uncertainty in
regard to the proper name for this possession of the
United St~tes. When first anquired, the Gu.vern-
ment evidently intended 1o use the Americanized
form, * Porto Ricn.” This, however, did not seem
to azcord with the wishes of the inhabitants of
the island and a change to the Spanish form,
“ Puerta Rico,” was svon decided upon.  The first
issue of stamps, envelopes and postal cards shows
the inscription in the Americanized torm and now
some of the stamps as we 1 as the statinnery have
appewre! with the inscription in the Spanish form.
In framing the laws for the government of the
island of Porto Rico, which have recently received
the sanction of both houses of Congress, the House
of Represeatatives adopted the Spanish spelling,
whereas, it our information is correct, the Senate
decided upon a change, and the Billin its final form,
as passed by Congress and signed by the President,
calls the island ** Porto Rica” We may therefore
in the near future expect new surcharges with the
Americanized spelling, or else a new issue of stamps
for the island.

Mr. John Zug has sent us specimens of 1 and 2¢
envelopes on oriental buff and blue, with the

surcharge un lerneath the stamp in black.
Adhesives, lec. yellow-green, surcharged * Puerto Rico® in
hlack

2e. red, surcharged * 1'uerto Rico ™ in black

Envelopes. 2c. rose, surcharged ** PPuerto Rico™ in red

Hc. blue, surcharged ** Paerto Rico™ in blue

Black surcharge ** Porto Rico ™

le. green, oriental bufl paper

1c, green, bine rrtper

2¢. red, oriental buff paper

2c. red, Dlue paper
Postcard.  le. black, surcharged * Puerto Rico ™ in black
Uruguay. Messrs. Whitfield, King & Co.

kindly send us specimens of some novelties for this
country. They are the 7 and 20c. of the obsolete
1890 type, and the 5 mils. of the carrent type re-issued
in new colours, as follows :—

Adhesives, 5 mil. orange

Te. red
2ue.  pale blue

Venezuela. Le¢ Col. de T.. /. and other Con-
tinental journals chronicle the appeurance of the
*“Instruccion ™ stamps, with the surcharge * Re-
sellada®® and fancy design, the same as applied
to the other stamps illustrated in March, Also
new single and reply postcards, with stamp of the
type of the current adhesives for foreign postage.

Adhesives. . black, overprint black
10c. green, " "
25¢. blue, . .
Sc. red, " -
t bol, violet, , "
Posteards.  10c. red and black on whit

10 x 10c. red and black on white
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DISCOVERIES, ERRORS & VARIOUS NOTES.

Great Britain. When the present stock of
the 43d. stamp has been sold out th:re will be no
more printed, as there is so little demand for that
value.

The Philatelic Record describes the new ls. stamp
which is to be issued next month. The designis
unaltered. The centre of the stamp, i.e, from and
including the words ** Postage and Revenue ™" above
and *One Shilling ” below the portrait is printed
in green, and the surrounding design in lake.

British Bechuanaland. The stamps in the
collection of Mr. Emil Tamsen which were sold
recently by auction contained some uncatalogued
varieties. Of one of these there were two half-sheets,
(one being with inverted surchatge) ofthe 4d. English
surcharged ‘- Protectorate’’ in quite a different
type from the ordinary one, the initial “P* being
much smaller and all the letters in the word more
even and better printed. There was also a variety
of the 2d. on unappropriated die type with 2 ** 2" of
quite a different shape, being somewhat smaller and
with a curl in the tail.

Canada. The values 3c, 6c and 15c are, it is
said, to be shortly withdrawn from use.

Cape of Good Hope. 'T'he Boers, it appears,
actually did surcharge some Cape stamps found at
Vrybourg and other towns with the inscription
“Z. A. R.-1900" in two lines horizontally. The
values operated upon weze the 4d. green, 1d, red, 2d.
browan and 24d. olive-green.  Some of these stamps
were used, apparently, but the whole proceeding was
discountenanced by the Boer Postinaster General,
who stopped the issne and sent a quantity of Trans-
vail stamps to take their place. The §d. was
surcharged “ 3 PENCE,"” probably out of spite to
the English language.

France. ‘The following colours are chosen for
the new issue, the design of which was described <ome
months ago. 10c red ; 13c orange ; 20¢ violet brown
25¢ dark blue and 30c lilac.

Greece. The 25 lepta of the current issue has
just been discovered by the Weekly Philatelic Era
printe ! in carmine. This isnot an error but a well-
known chemical changeling, 1t is not the exact
shade of any of the printings of the 20 lep

Hayti. A correspondent of the AMekells
Weekly, reports that a case of stamps shipped t1 the
Haytian Government by the American Bank Note
Company was rifled of its contents while in transi,
in consequence of which the entire new issue has
been declared void. This is said to have occurred
some two months ago. However this may be, arecent
mail brought us a letter from a correspondent in
Hayti who made no mention of the matter and the

letter was franked with the stamps that are said to
have been declared void.

India. 7ke Philatelic Journal of India states
that Postal Union colours will soon he employed
there. This will necessitate achange in the ia, and
23a. The former is likely to appear in slate-grey,
while other changes are announced as follows : 4 an,
yellow green; 1 an. carmine; 2 an. violet; 2} an.
blue.

Mr. A. J. H. Smith reports to the same journal
the following errors on Indian stamps surcharged for
use in Faridkot, Gwalior and Patiala.

Faridbot, 6 annas ordinary, ** STATE " surcharged
twice. I have seen a pair. Strange to say the
“FARIDKOT” remains single but there are
undoubtedly two “ States.”

Patiala, 4 annas ordinary. The first stamp in the
second last row of the bottom frame (? which
printing} has the word “*Patiala’’ omitted.

Gwalior. In the last printing of the §and!l anna.
one stamp has a small “G

Italy. According to Le 7 P and other journals
the 25¢ is to be sarcharged “1 piastra’ for use' in
the Italian Post Office in Crete.

Japan. The stamp issued to commemorate the
wedding of the Prince Imperial of Japan has been
shown to us by Messrs Whitfield King & Co.  This
stamp is of goodly commemoration size, and though
it was reported some time since that the design
was to consist of a Letter-box and a Wine-cup
we can hardly think the articles depicted in the
centre of the stamp, as we see it, can possibly be
those useful things. The colour is red.

Northern Nigeria. *Thisis thenew name for
the Niger Coast Territory which has now come
under the direct control of the Colonial Office. A .
new set of stamps is therefore necessary and instead of
the fine looking stamps printed by Messes Waterlow
which have heen coming from this part of Western
Africa, we shall shortly have stamps of the common
or Colonial De la Rue type. Many of our contem-
poraries have aiready listed all values up to 276G ; but
we are not aware that they have yet been issued,

Samos. An issue of stamps for this island was
first reported, we think, by Le 7./, at the begin-
ning of the year, with an illustration of the design
and patrticulars about the varieties to be found on
the sheets. With all this circumstantiality, how-
ever, we decided to wait till we saw the stamps
before believing in them. Our reticence appears
to have been justified, for the following letter frcm
a gentleman holding an official position in the
island has been addressed to Smitd’s Monthiy
Circular He says: ** Up to the present moment
there has not been any issue of postage stamps in
the Island. The Princely Government wished to
issue stamps for local use, but the Imperial
Turkish Government would not give permission.”

Spain. Portv Rico. The Am.. /. of P’ii. mentions
the discovery in the stock of their publishers of a
20c of the 1882 issue in the oliver cnlour of the 80c.

United States. In the Afetropolitan FPhil. we
find a list of proposed designs for an issue to
advertise the Buffalo Exhibition. Steamers, trains,
waterfalls, etc., are the principal items as a matter
of course, the only innovation being the automebile
which will also be depicted on one of the stamps.

Western Australia. According to the Aust,
Phil. the 2d, yellow has been withdrawn from use
and the 2d. grey reinstated,
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Phbilately at bome.

The London Philutelist. Concerning the sale
of the magniticent collection of unused European
stamps, tformed by the Editur of the London
Philatelist, for by far the largest sum ever paid
in a philatzlic transastion, we find somz remarks
by Mr. Castle hinself, embodied in an editorial.
From these remnarks it seems that tha owner had
no idea of parting with the collection until an
ardent collector, through the medium of Massrs
Hamilton Smith & Co., made an offer, * of a
naturs that could hardly be lightly pw&ed over.”
With regard to Mr, Castle’s intantion for ths
future, he says ** There will ba nsither weakening
in the ties nor waning of interest, but thare
may haply bs a transfer of affections. The
writer then cauations the public against believing
that the sals of & large collection eithor depresses
the narket or roflects any want of confidence on
the part of the seller. "This caution we hardly
think necessary, especially as the collection still
remains in the hands of a collector, and will not
be brokan up, so the markat cannot ha affected,
while as for want of conhdanc:, thare szems
very little sign of that when £350,00) is paid
so cheerfully for the collection ! 4

But Mr. Castla’'s caution is mainly urged
against the cry which might possibly be raised
that Kuropeans have had their day ; and he
arguas that so far from that being the case, many
Europen countries, espe :ially Balgium, Holland,
France, Finland, Denmark and Portugal,
‘¢ have a brilliant futare before them.”

The London Pailatelist also contains, besides
the article on German Colonial stamps, which
we are reproducing in full, an *‘Occasioa-
al Note” headed **Madzin Garnany.”  This
tslls how, to the astonishmant of collectors in
Germany, the two  Post Office” Mauritius
stamps made their appearance in the Berlin
Impetial Philatelic Museum.  On close inspec-
tion these stamps prove to be ‘‘mads in
Germany " !

It seems difticult for us wicked Islanders to
grasp,” continues the London Philutelist ¢ but
our German friends absolutely abhor these
things, and prefer the English Colonial muke!
The Barlin Club members are justly wroth at
the idea of their Government exhihiting forger-
ies, having borrowed the originals from a French
dealer (M. Bernichon) to copy from. The
Gallic marchant can afford to hold what the
Teutonic Government cannot afford to buy.

The Monthly Jowrnal. The second instal-
| ment of M. Jaguier's article on the ** Staps of
the Argentine Republic ” translated from ** Le
[ Timbre-Poste” by M:. Duerst deals wi.h the
issues of 1862-64.  The yuestion of the preced-
ence of the types of the dc of 1864, known as
broad and narrow **C,” is again argued. The
writar of thearticle agrees with Marco del Pont,
in giving the type with wide *¢C" (which is the
same type as the other values 10 and 16¢) priority
over the narrow “C.” The date of the latter
ho fixes at 1864, on the grounds that no obliter-
atad copies can ba found with an earlier dated,
while of the wide ““C " type used copies date
from 1862 onwards are knowa. In Me. T. W
Hall's article in the London Phitatelist, quoted
in these columns in February, it will be remoem-
bared that he also was of the same opinion on
this point, which opinion he further supported
by stating that the only existing stamyi in the
possession of the General mevemeut, of the
Post Office is of this narrow ** C " typs and that
all known reprints are also in this type. These
arguments would seem enough to settle the
question, but Moens says that both types must
have besn issued at the same time, and that
he only received the 5¢ with the wide " in 1864
and that he never had any other sent him from
the post office at Buenos Ayres. ~ This howaver
seams to prove nothing, and as shown above,
M. Jaquier is not influenced by it in forining
his opinion.

Other principal features in the
! Journal are * Duttia Envelopes”

Monthly
by Major
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Evans, a letter on the *‘ colour question " advo-
cating the use of the tintometer in fixing the
names of colours, by B. . J. Cooper, * Collect-
anea’ by G. B. Duersat, and an cditorial on the
vexed question of Kashmir remainders.

The Philatelic Record. In **The Stamps of
the Transvaal,” on which subject Mr. Nankivell
once more takes up his pen, there is a very clear
reference list of the first issue in all the varieties
of paper, roulette, gum, etc., with prices for
used and unused, and, where they exist, for tete
beche pairs.  If the prices mentioned appear a
little ““tall” we must recullect what small
numbers were printed of these stamps and also
what & boom they are enjoying in the market
just now. Kven then, we think that as a guide
to values the list is rather prophetic than
actual.

The ** Collector's Priced Catalogue Question”
is taken up by Mr. W. D. Beckton who in very
emphatic accents answers ** No” to the sugges-
tion that such a catzlogue could control the
market prices of stamps. Mr. Beckton thinks
the wording of the question very unfortunate
and in his reply draws an interesting distinetion
between relative values and prices. and points
out that if the * Post Office ”’ Mauritius is worth
£800, the 2¢ circular Guiana should be relative'y
worth £2 400 since the former outnumber the
latter in the ratio of three to one. It should be re-
marked that Mr. Oldfield in his article, suggested
that stamps should be priced according to their
relative rarity, and it is in reply to this that Mr,
Beckton cites the abovo instance of a great
discrepancy between price and wvalwe, similar
cases of which can be found among all classes
of stamps from the coimonest to the rarest. A
catalogue of stamps priced on the ratio system
would be interesting and amusing, but would be
of no practical value. In concluding his remarks
Mr. Beckton cries out against the growing
tendency to make too much of the question of
prices. He says—** Our hobby is fast becoming
little short of a money grabbing business, one
vast speculation which, if not effectually put a
stop to, will spell ruin to philately. Judging
by some of the articles which have appeared
in the wmagazines the last two yearms we
shall soon arrive at the state when it will be
considered sufficient to put, as a description over
the stamp, its supposed cash value. Every
Philatelist takes a pride in a rarity, he always
did, and, I hope, always will do. But he did
not, and as a Phiiatelist I venture to assert does
not, look upon his rarity as so many golden
sovereiges.” This is a timely note of warning
and suggests a8 worthier programme for the
Record which is practically the oldest English
Stamp Journal, than the tabulating of prices

and values,

The Record undoubtedly scores with an excel-
lent portrait of Isaac Van Alphen, late Post-
master General of the South African Republic
which is produced with a short notice of (his
career. Mr. Van Alphen was apprenticed in
1869 to Mr. James Cooper Rous of Pretoria,
at that time Government printer by contract.
At the age of fifteen he acted as ‘‘printer’s
devil” under Viljoen who supervised the
printing of the first locally printed stamps of the
Transvaal. The greater part of the printing
was done by young Van Alphen himself with the
occasional assistance of Viljeen. And a
pretty, though very interesting mess they made
of it between them. Only an offence against
philately is alleged against My, Van Alphen and
that was the issue in 1895 of the hideous oblong
red stamp, to commemorate the introduction of
Penny Postage into the Transvaal.

0l

The History of the German Colonies and
Germun Post Cffices in Foreign Countries, and
their different Issues of Stamps.

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY?
Loxpox, ox THE 27TH APriL, 1900,

By FRANZ REICHENHEIM,

From the ** London Philatelist.”

Considering the political situation of Germany
in the time before 1870, there could not be
any colonial undertakings but those of single
German states.

The most remarkable colonisation on the
part of a rmall German state was the
following :— -

On the 1st January, 1683, the Elector
Frederic William of Brandenburg, the so-called
‘ Great Elector,” bought from native chiefs a
small terri®ry on the coast of Guinesa, hoisted
the Brandenburg flag, and built the fort
Friedrichsburg, of which small ruins are still in
existence. 'L'his possession, however, was sold
in 1718 by the grandson of the Great Elector,
Frederic William 1., second King of Prussia, to
the Dutch Government for 7,200 ducais
(£1,800) and twelvs slaves, a8 he was unable
to hold it against Holland without a strong
fleet.

Only through Germany's political union,
and the creation of the GGerman Empire, was
she enabled to acquire colonies.

1. On the 9th April, 1883, the German
merchant Adolf Luederitz, of Bremen, bought
from native chiefs, for 200 rifles and 2,000 mrk.
(£100), the Bay of Angra Pequena, on the
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gouth-west const of Africa, and on the 1st May
and 25th Angust of the same year the rest of
the land, extending for about twenty pgeograph-
ical miles from the coast, between “range
River and 26 deg. south latitude ; and giving
it the nums Luederitz Land, placed it under the
protection of the German Ewmpire on tha 24th
April of the following year. On 24th August
1£84, this territory—and all other territories
purchased by German subjects on the same
coast between Orange River and Cape Frio
(19 deg. south latitude}, except Walfish Bay

and Guano Islands, belonging already to Great !

Britain—was created a German colony, and
pamed ** Deutsch Sudwest Africa.” The first
Governor of this colony, and at the same time
Imperial German Comunissioner for all German
possessions on the West Coast of Africa, was
Dr. Gustav Nachtigal, the well-known African
explorer.

Afterwards the northern frontier touching
the Portuguese colony Angola was regulated by
treaty of 30th December, 1886, with Portugal ;
and the eastern and southern frontier towards
Cape Colony, Bechuanaland, and Zambesi, by
treaty with Great Britain of 1st. July, 1890, by
which Heligoland was ceded to Germany. This
German territory comprises about 322,500
square miles, with about 200,000 inhabitants,
of whom, in 1899, 1,657 were Germans, and
1,840 other white peouple, and extends from the
Orange River to the Kunene River, whereas
the eastern frontier runs along the 20 deg.
east. ,‘_’

The poncipal town and residence of the
Governor is Windhoek, about 190 miles from
the coast on the Swakop River.

There were in 1899 twenty post oftices in this
colony, of which many little ones are managed
by non-commissioned officers and corporals of
the garrison ; the oldest post office being at
Otyimbinque, opened on 16th July, 1888,

All the post oftices in the German colonies
and foreign countries are under thescontrol of
the Chief Postal Administration of the Rhine
Province at Cologne (Ober Post Direction
Coln). s

Before 1 Begin to give a description of the
different issues of stamps for this colony, I
may mention that all I have to say about the
print of the different colonial issues and the
use of German stamps without surcharge refers
to all German colanies.

All stamps used in German colonies and
German post offices in foreign countries, with
and without surcharge, as well as the issue in
course of preparation, are printed at the
Imperial Printing Works in Berlin (Reichs
Druckerei), snd errors, defective or inverted,
or local surcharges are luckily not known.

As soon as tha Imoporial Government had
taken over a tract of country and crated it a
colony, or granted a chartar, they usad in
the first years the Garman stamps of currant
issue without surchargs; but evan after the
issue of special stamps for colonies nany values
of German stamps withont surcharge woars and
are still used, although the same values exist
surcharged with ths name of the colony ; and
as none of the spacial surcharged issues for the
colonies and German post oftices in foreign
countries contain the 2 mrk. value, this stamp
appears when used out there, always withoutnya
surcharge.

The postage fes between Germany and her
colonies, as well as between the colonies
themsaslves, was based, up to the 1st May, 1899,
on the Postal Union system ; however, since
last year, the ld. system, for once not * made
in Germany,” was adopted. The poatage fee
in each colony, however, is based on the
inland postage, therefore the sets contain the
3 pf. value as well.

For German South-West Africa the first
special issue of stanps was put into circulation
in 1897, consisting of the four following values
only :—3 pf., brown, & pf., green, 10 pf., rose,
20 pf., blue, of the German Empire issue of
1889, surcharged in black diagonally from the
left bottom curner to the right upper corner in
two lines— '* DEUT3CH-SUDWEST-AFRICA ' in
three words.  According to official information
as published by the ‘‘Germania-Ring™ in the
Dentsche Briefmarken Zeitung, the two values
of 26 pf. and 50 pf. have besn similarly sur-
charged in a very small quantity and sent to the
oftice of the Interna‘ional Postal Ugion at
Bern, but have never been issued.

In 1898 appeared the second issue of stamps
for German South-West Africa, which comprises
all the usual values from 3 pf. to 50 pf. of the
German stamps of 1889, surcharged in black,
diagonally as before, *‘ DEUTSCH-SUDWEST-
AFRICA,” but this time in two worda, a
peculiarity of the German language to form
long words.

New sets of astampa, comprising the values of
3, b, 10, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50, and 80 pf., 1, 2, 3,
and § mark, are in course of preparation for all
German colonies, The lower velues up to 80 pf.
will be in the same colours, size, and perforation
as those of the German Empire issue of 1900,
and show in a frame the picture of a steamer
with three masts, and two funnels—the Royal
Yacht Hohenzollern—nearly ** bows-on,” steam-
ing to the left. The mark values will have the
same colours, size, and perforation as the high
values of the German Enipire issue of 1900 and
show the same steamer nearly ‘* broadside on-”
accompanied by two other vessels, also in
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a frame. The name of the colony appears on
all the values in a ribbon above the picture, the
lower values having the word *‘PFENNIG " in a
ribbon between the numerals which appear
in the two lower corners, the four high values
the numeral and the word *‘ MARK ” in two lines,
on & shield in the two lower corners of the
stamp.

II. A few months later than the acquisition
of Luederitz Land, on bth July, 1884, the above-
mentioned Dr. Nachtigal concluded a treaty
with the King of Togo, through which the
coast of about thirty-tive miles between 1 deg.
14 min. and 1 deg. 380 min. east on the Gulf
of Guinen. was declared German territoiry. On
14th and 28th July, 1€86, and 1lst July 1890,
treaties regulating the western frontier towards
the Gold Coast were concluded with Great
Britain, and on the 9th July, 1897, the eastern
frcntier was fixed by treaty with France, whose
colcny Benin touches the German property on
this side. The go-regulated German possession
comprises now 31,800 rquare miles, under the
name of **Togo.” The first capital and resi-
dence of the Gouverncr was Sebbe, but was
changed fcr the present one, Lome, on account
of its healthier climate. The second important
town is Klein Popo. Pest Offices only existed
in these two places in 1808, the first being
opened in Klein Popo on 1st March, 1888,

The first special issue of stamps for this
colony appeared in 1807 : the German stamps
of 1889—3, b, 10, 20, 25, and 50 pf.—diagon-

_ally surcharged in black, fiom the left bottom
corner to the right upper corner, ¢ roco."”

111, The third German colony, also on the
West Coast of Africa, is Ksmerun.

At the beginning of July, 1884, a Hamburg
firm bought, on the Bay of Biafra, the districts
of Bimbia, Kamerun, Malimba, Klein Batanga,
Plantation and Kribi, which were taken at
once under the protection of the German
Empire on 14th July, 1884. During 1885
German protection was extended through
treaties with native chiefs, into the interior,
and on 29%h March, 1887, Great Britain re-
linquished her right in favour of Germany with
regard to Ambas Bay and Victoria. The
northern frontier towards Lagces was fixed by
different treaties with Great Britain—29th
April, 7th May, 1885 ; 27th July, 2nd August,
1886 ; 1st July, 1890; 14th April, 1893—and

the routhern and .eastern frontiers regulated by

treaties with ¥France of 24th December, 1885,
and 16th March, 1894. By all thcse treaties
the German cclony Kamerun comprices now
about 195,000 square miles, with about
3,000,000 inhabitants, of whom, in 1898, 324
were white people, and amongst them 254
Germans. It extends along the Gulf of Guinea

from 2deg. 21min. to 4deg. 40min. north, and
in a north-east direction to the Tsade Lake,
bounded on the west by the Oil Rivers Pro-
tectorate, whereas the eastern frontier runs,
roughly speaking, along the 1bdeg. east longi-
tude. The colony is divided into four districts
—Kamerun, Edea, Victoria, Kribi. Each
district has its post office in its eapital of the
sanie name, the oldest being in Kamerun,
opened 1st February, 1887.

The first special issue of stamps was here,
also, put into circulation in 1897, comprising
the usual values of the 1889 issue—3, 5, 10, 20,
26, and b0pf.—and surcharged in black,
diagonally from the left bottom corner to the
right upper corner; ‘* EAMERUN.”

Although the German Post Office Regula-
tions strictly forbid the use of bisected stamps,
on the 3rd Cctober, 1898, about 100
pieces of diagonally-cut stamps of 20 pf. passed
through the post in Kamerun, each half stamp
actually paying the postage fee of 10 pf.

The ** Germania-Ring® is of opinion that
those bisected stamps were not & necessity, as the
postage fee could easily have been made up by
two & pf. stamps or ccmbinations of other
values for higher postage, or stamps could have
been procured from the  neighbouring
post oftice of Victoria, if there were
really no 10 pf. stamps in stock at Kamerun
on that day; but Dr. F. Martin, of Munich, a
civil servant at the time and the sender of the
envelope you have before you, protests most
emphatically in a letter just published by him
in one of the magazines, gaying that the stock
of the 10 pf. as well as the b5 pf. was nearly
exhausted shortly before the 3rd October, and
the Postmaster endeavoured to purchase from
large firms any quantity of those values they
could spare ; but as the homeward mail had
to be made up by 6 p.m. on the 3rd October,
and the stesmer from Germany, usually arriving
the day before and bringing a new stock of
stamps, was by chance this tinmie not due till the
following day, he could not manage to obtain
sufticient & or 10 pf. stamps to satisfy the
public demand on wmail day, and was
obliged to bisect about fifty 20 pf. stamps,
which, however, were not issued to the public,
but affixed by the post office ofticials themselves,
principally to picture cards requiring 10 pf.
postage. Dr. Martin admits that he aftixed
stamps in value of 30 pi. only to his letters te
compel the Post Office to complete the fee by
adding half a 20 pf. stamp ; but I think every
collector would have done the same. The
“ Ober Post Direction ” in Cologne at once
made inquiries into the matter, but did not
reprimand the Postmaster, as he was really
unable to obtain anywhere, 6 pf. or 10 pf.
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stamps in time—the next post oftice, Victoria,
being two days’ journey, and the cost of pro-
curing any stamps from there amounting to
more than £5.

However the case might be, the bisected
pf. stamp really paid the postage of 10 pf.
the 3rd October, 1898, and can therefore
looked upon as a great rarity.

IV. On the East Coast of Africa, German
trade was well established when, in April, 1884,
Dr. Carl Peters and a few other gentlemen
founded in Berlin the ‘¢ Society for German
Colonisation,” with the intention of acquiring
land on the Bast Coast of Africa. As soon as
that Company had received subseriptions
amounting to 65,000 mrk. (£3,250) Dr. Peters
and three other German gentlemen started at
once for Zanzibar under assumed names, and
secretly concluded in six weeks twelve treaties
with native chiefs of Usagara, Useguha, Ukami,
and Nguru, and purchased a territory of about
54,000 square miles. Dr. Peters returned to
Berlin as soon as possible, and managed to
obtain on the 27th February, 1885, from the
German Government for his Company, now
called **German East Africa Company,” an
imperial charter—the first one ever granted by
Germany.

On 1st Jannary, 1891, this property, as well
as ten miles of land from the coast—from the
mouth of the River Umbe to Tunghi Bay—
which was ceded by the Sultan of Zanzibar to
Germany, was taken over by the German
Government and turned into a German colony
under the pname of *‘Deutsch Ost Africa.”
Through Treaties with England (29th October
and 1st November, 1886 ; 1st July, 1890;
25th July, 1893) and with Portugal (30th Dec.
18£6) the German colony Deutsch Ost Africa
comprises the enormous aren of 384,000 square
miles, between the coast (5deg.-2deg. south).
the Victoria Nyanza, Tanganyika, and Nyassa
Lakes, with about 4,000,000 inhabitants, of
whom, in 1898, 64 were Germans and 116
other white people. The colony is divided into
twenty-two districts ; the principal town and
residence of the Governor is Daar-es-Salaam,
with about 10,000 inhabitants and a very ex-
cellent harbour,

Each district has a post otice in its capital,
the oldest being in Dar-es-Salaam and Baga-
moyo, opened on the 4th October, 1890.

The first issue of special stamps for German
East Africa took place in 1893, when tke follow-
ing five values of German stamps of 1889 were
put into circulation :—

9 pesa, ** 2" horizontally surcharged in black
at the foot of the stamp, on 3 pf.
3 pesa, ‘‘3 ' horizontally surcharged in black
at the foot of the stamp, on 5 pf.
# 57 horizontally surcharged in black
a little above the pf. value, on 10 pf.

20
on
be

10 pesa, ‘10" horizontally surcharged in
black a little above the pf. value,
on 20 pf.

25 pesa, “25" horizontally surcharged in

black a little above the pf. value,
on 50 pf.

Before a second special issue of stamps for
German East Africa was issued, in 1996,
different essays containing the values 3, 5, 10,
20 and 30pf. were made to state which way
the surcharge ‘‘PEUTSCH o0sTAFRIKA” and
currency should be placed, so that it is readable
when obliterated. The well-known stamp
dealer, Mr. Philip Kosack, of Berlin, has kindly
lent me five different types of essays, some of
them obliterated in Berlin for trial.

1. Vertically surcharged on the left side
““DEUTSCH-" reading upwards, on the right side
¢ 0STAFRIKA " reading downwards, and currency
as in the first issue.

2. ‘* DEUTSCH-OSTAFRIKA ” in two lines hori-
zontally above the currency.

3. ‘' DEUTSCH-ONTAFRIKA " curved surcharged
above the currency.

4. ‘““DEUTSCH-OSTAFRIKA " in diamond type
in one line horizontally above the currency.

5. Surcharged in black diagonally from the
left lower corner to the right upper corner in
three lines, the first one showing the numerals,
the second one the word ‘* DEUTSCH-OSTAFRIKA,
the third one the word * Prsa.” This type was
adopted.

V. 'The next oldest German colony is New
Guinea, situated in the South Pacific Ocean,
between the equator and B8deg. south and
141deg. and 160deg. east longitude.

On the 17th May, 1885, an imperial charter
was granted to the German New Guinea Come
pany for its possessions situated on the north
coast of New Guinea, and in the Bismarck
Archipelago.

This charter was extended on 13th Decem-
ber, 1886, for the northern group of the
Solomon Islands.  After the conclusion of
treaties with Great Britain of 26th and 29th
April, 1895, and 6th April, 1896, the
possessions of this Company comprise :—

1. Kuiser Wilhelm's Land.—The north conaat
of the island of New Guinea, from 141 deg.
east to Mitre Rock (8 deg. south), in area
about 100,000 square miles, with about
100,000 inhabitants. The principal stations
are Stephansort, Friedrich Wilhelmshafen, and
Konstantinhafen.

2. Bismarck Archipelago.—That covers all
the little islands off the coast of German New
Guinea, and all the other little islands in a
porth-east direction Letween the equator and
80 degs. south, and hetween the 141 degs. and
164 degs. east longitude, about 20,000 square
miles.
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The principal station, and at the same time
the residence of the Governor for the whole
colony, is Herbertshoehe, on the Gazelle Island.

3. The north-east part of the Solomon Islands,
about 9,000 sguare miles.—Of the last islands,
Choiseul and Isabel were ceded to Great Britain
by the Samoan Treaty last year. All those
three tracts of land wers placed unaer imperial
administration on 27th March, 1899.

The number of inhabitants of the Bismarck
Archipelago and the Solomon Islands together
is estimated at about 80,000 to 100,000,

There is only one post ofice in this colony,
at Stephansort, opened on 14th Dec,, 1889,

German New Guinea received its first issue
of stamps in 1897, consisting of all the six
values of German stamps of 1889 from 3 to
b0 pf., surcharged in black diagonally from the
left lower corner to the right upper corner, in
two lines, ** DEUTSCE-NEU-GUINEA.”’

VI. The Marshall Islands, between 4 deg.
30 min. and 12 deg. north, and between 161 deg.
and 172 deg. east longitude, were placed under
German protection on 16th October, 1885, and
the island of Nauru on the 16th April, 1888,
According to the treaty with Great Britain of
16th April, 1886, the German sphere of interest
was extended over the West Ralik and East
Radack group of islands, the Brown and Provi-
dence Islands, and the above-mentioned island
of Nauru, between the Marshall and Solomon
Islands ; altogether about 160 square miles of
land, with 13,000 inhabitants, of whom forty-
three were Germans, and 121 white people, on
1st January, 1898,

The private company—Jaluit Company—
bears the cost of administration of the islands.

The principal stations are on the islands of
“Jaluit, Jalwor, Majuru, Likieb, and Nauru,

QOaly one post office exists on the islands—on
Jaluit, and is managed by the harbour-master.

Before the American-Spanish ‘War a regular
mail servica by sailing-boats, between the
islands and the Spanish colony Ponape, was in
existence, but has been stopped since the war,
and the delivery and despatch of letters are, up
to the present time, quite dependent upon the
accidental arrival or departure of a vessel,

The North German Lloyd purpose calling at
these islands at regular intervals shortly, in
eonnection with their China-Japan service,

The first issue of stamnps was made in 1897 and
comprises the six values of the German stamps
of 1889—3, b, 10, 20, 25, and 50 pf.—surcharged
diagonally in black in one line, from the left
lower corner to the right upper corner, ** MAR-
SCHALL INSELN.”

From the publication of the *‘Germania-
Ring” we learn that of these values the 5, 10,
and 20 pf. only have ever been officially sent to
the post office at Jaluit. The values of 3, 25,

and 50 pf. are to be looked on as essays, Eight
hundred sets of them were sent to the oftice of
the Postal Union at Bern in 1897, and two lots
sold 1n Berlin to two dealers in spring, 1897,
and autumn, 1899, but none officially issued.
If these values, however, are found with
genuine obliterations, they were bought from
dealers and sent out privately for obliteration,
and the Postmaster in Jaluit allowed them to
pass through the post if the postage fee was
covered by the &, 10, or 20 pf. stamps, as the
Post Office did not suffer thereby.

‘Lhe second issue, German stamps of 1889 in
a new type of surcharge, was sent out at the
beginning of last September, and sold at the
Jaluit post office since 27th September, 1899,
The difference between the first and second
issue is that the word *‘MARSHALL” is written
with ‘“sH " only.

Up to the present time the values of 3, 5,
25, and 50 pf. only have been issued, surcharged
in Type 11. Perhaps the 10 and 20 pf. will
follow as soon as the stock of the first issue of
these values is exhausted ; if not, the steamer
issue takes the place of the combined issues of
Types 1. and II.

VII. Whereas all the other German colonies
are trade colonies, and managed by the
Colonial Department of the Foreign Office, the
following, Kiautschou, in Chjna, is solely a
military station and coaling depdt for the
German navy, and placed by order of the
German Emperor of 27th January and 1st
March, 1898, under the Admiralty (** Reichs
Marine Amt "),

After the conclusion of peace at Schimonoseki
of 18956 between China and Japan, Great
Britain, Russia, and Germany tned to get
ports for coaling stations in China on a long
lease. For a long time Germany had been
coveting the Bay of Kiautschou, in the province
Shangtung, 36 deg. north latitude, 390 miles
north of Shanghai, for this purpose, and tried
negotiations for its purchase with the Chinese
Foreign Oftice, but did not succeed. When,
in the beginning of November, 1897, two
Goerman missionaries were murdered by a crowd
of fanatics in this provincs, this event was used
ay a pretext, and & German squadron, under
Vice-Admiral von Dietrichs, appeared before
Kiautschou, landed troops, occupied the most
important points round the bay, and hoisted the
German flag on the 14th November, 1897.
After long negotiations between China and
Germany, a treaty was signed on 6th March,
1898, by which the Bay of Kiautschou, a small
piece of land round the bay, the necks of land
south and north of the bay, and the little islands
in front of it, were leased to Germany for
ninety-nine years.

( 70 be concluded next month.)



TN

ke 1

- i

e

The Official Organ of the lnternational Philatelic Union, and the Shefiield and
Scottish Phitatelic Societies.

No. 115. VoL, X. JULY 20,

1900. [PRICE 2d.]

WGllghlw\;Tl @bﬁatelista.

No. 7.—BARON A. pe REUTERSKIOLD.

Baron A, de Reuterskidld, whose portrait we
have pleasure in giving this month, has for many

years been a prominent figure in the philatelic
world, and he has added so
much to s fame during

and America, & by no means limited field. Of
these, in turn, Nevis and Turks Islands were his
prime favourites, and he took medals for both at
the London Exlnbition. His article in the Los-
don  Philatzlist on Turks Isles, in which the
different settings of the surcharges were illus-
trated, will be fresh in the minds of all who are
interested in those intricate stamps.
The countries which he
is now specializing arc

the past few weeks that
the present is a very appro- y
riate time for including

im in our ** Gallery.”

What has given such
well-deserved lustre to his
name lately, is of course,
the production of the mag-
nificent work on the stamps
of Switzerland, which he
wrote in collaboration with
M. Mirabaud, and which
was published only a few
weeks ago. By general
consent this work is con-
sidered by far the most
luxurious that has ever
been produced in connec-
tion with philately; and at
the same time, judged
simply as an addition to
our literature is of the ut-
most importance.

Baron de Reuterskiold’s
mother was English, and
his father, as the name
implies, & Swede; this no
doubt accounts for his
speaking the English language as a native. Born
in 1860, he started collecting in the 70's, and was,
of course, at first a general collector; but like
most other philatelists who have made a name, he
was soon won over to specialism and took up
Great Britain and her colonies in Asia, Afriea. l

France, Spain, Portugal,
and Switzerland, and he is
one of the official forgery
dotectors named by the
Swiss Philatelic Associa-
tion for the stamps of the
last-named country. Liv-
ing in Switzerland, it is
perhaps natural that he
should pay particular atten-
tion to the stamps of that
country ; but itis one thing
to pay attention to certain
stamps and quite another
to get themn. It requires
not only & long purse but
a great deal of patience
and study. Standing out
among the numerous rari-
ties which adorn his pages,
is the wonderful block of
48 unused Vaud 5c., with
heading, and margins on
three sides, which formed
the starting point of the
difficult work of typing the
100 varieties of this stamp,
99 of which have now been
found and placed in their correct positions on the
sheet.

Baron de Reuterskiold has been selected to be
one of the judges at the Paris Philatelic Exhibi-
tion in August. No doubt the judges who judged
him fit for this position, judged aright.

A
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"Recollections of 20 Years'
Stamp Dealing.

By Tarovor Bu=HL.

( Continued from page 102.)

The local dealers at that time wers Cheveley
and Tozer, but like myself they did business only
by post. Edwin Healey, who was then at his
o6ld address, Portland Place North, Clapham
Road, was just st. rting as a dealer, and paid me
frequent visits of an evening, always leaving a
sovereign or two behind. Healey was always
fond of the ‘‘shop-trade,’ and his present posi-
tion in that branch, with over 1000 agents, is
evidence of how he worked up a special line of
his own from a small beginning.

In 1883, after having left Lambert Road,

and lived in apartments close by for scme time,

3.
1t was i

1 decided to take an oftice in the city.
a bold thing to do, because city offices for stamp
dealers were not thought much of then, but my
idea was to buy stamps from the different offices.
I “fixed up” ut 11, Queen Victoria Street, in.
one room on the third floor of the building, an.,
although I have changed offices several times 1
have remained in the same building over since.
After a few months I migrated to larger rooms,
but the trade in the first roomn scon assumed
such proportions that I saw it was safe to launch
out into a broader field. My best customer, or
rather the one who sent me the largest remit-
tances at that time was Mr. Kern of Rio
Janeiro, since deceased, whose generous buying
largely encouraged me to continue in the
business. What I bought in my office consisted
largely of stamps from city business houses, and
as I soon gained a reputation for paying fair
prices, the place was filled daily with clerks and
office boys. Through advertising I also secured
many collections and single old stamps. The
average price for & Sydney View was about 3s.,
and we may take it that everything else was
more or less in proportion. An important deal
in Mulready envelopes is fresh in my memory.
A lady in Brixton had about 300 of these,
all black, which I purchased at 1s. 8d. each,
and sold at 3s. 2d. each, the majority going
to the late Alfred Smith of Bath. After I had
moved into larger rooms I commenced to find
more interesting and important transactions,
My old room was taken by a collector (who is
still an active philatelist), with, I suppose, an
idea that people would come to the place to sell
bargains, but his career in the capacity of an
amateur dealer did not last long. The new

place soon became known as a rendezvous for
collectors and such authorities as the late Earl
of Kin ston, Lieut. Napier, and Mr. Thornhill
spent many an afternoon with me discussing
philately in the days when they were all learning.
Of the three gentlemen mentioned I have much
to relate. Lieut. Napier was the first I had the
pleasure of knowing, and our acquaintance and
subsequent long years of friendship arose in a
peculiar way.

I was in the habit of advertising ‘* approval
shests” and one day received an application
from a Lieut. Napier, in reply to which I sent a
selection. Months passed, and at last 1 wrote
to the addrass and received a reply that Lieut.
Napier was hunting in Africa. Of course no-
thing was to be done then, and more months
avent by until one day I received a visit from
the gentleman himself, who brought the stamps
back, having carried them ahout all through his
African expedition among his papers. From
that time a friendship commenced hetween us,
How he must sometimes smile at the recollec-
tion of his first collection! His serious study
of the stamps of certain countries socon gained
him a reputation for special knowledge, and
many a special book of a eountry was made up
for us, for which Lieut. Napier almost invariably
supplied the ‘¢ brains."”

It was he who introduced Mr. W. B. Thorn-
hill, another embryo specialist, who subse-
quently became particularly strong in ¢ Sydney
Views,” eventually selling his collection of
these for, I think, £1500. It will be re-
membered that Mr. Thornhill subsequently
wrote the * Stanley Gibbons” handbook on
Shanghai, and is also an authority on FEnglish,
In his turn Mr. Thornhill introduced me to the
late Earl of Kingston, to whom he was related
by marriage. Lord Kingston did not take
kindly to stamps at first, but whenever he was
in London he would spend an hour or so of an
afternoon in my office, forming one of our
little quartette, and, like most men who breathe
the atmosphere of stamps, he soon took the
¢ fever,” first in a general way and afterwards
becoming an enthuiastic collector of English, of
which he possessed a fine collection. He was a
most genial companion, and his much-lamented
death at Cairo, where he had gone to recruit
his health after a severe illness, was a great losa
to philately.

Another prominent collector of English of
whom I have heard nothing for some years was
Mr. H. H. Townsend of Queenstown, who, I
believe, sold his collection some time ago. It
was after I had been in the city a year or two
that I first had transactions with the late Mr.
T. K. Tapling, M.P., whose magnificent col-
lection now rests in the British Museum, and
whose premature death in April, 1891, robbed
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me of one of the best friends I ever had. His
merits as a prince of philatelists are so well
known that I need not recapitulate them here.
During a period of about six years I had the
pleasure of supplying many treasures to Mr.
Tapling's splendid collection, in fact I had
something for him every few days. It is
difficult now to remember all the baigains and
discoveries, but T will mention just a few which
occur to me. A cheap lot was an wunnsed strip
of nine of the Victoria 2s. green, imperforate
for the sum of 30s. ; others were New Zealand
1s. blue paper, £15, New S. Wales 2d. stars in
corners, £6, laureated 8d. at, T think, £8, all
being unused ; and the first known copy of the
3d. laureated New South Wales watermarked
“2" at £10. Of course, these are only a few
examples, as our transactions must have totalled
to £2000 or £3000. I sold Mr. Tapling the
first known copies of several Colonial varieties
now well known, such as the 8. Australia 9d.
perf. and rouletted, and (at the old London
Stamp Exchange) the Tasmanian error 1d.
watermarked **2.”" The last occasion on which
I saw Mr. Tapling was when he took the chair
at the dinner given to Mr. A. H. Wilson at
the Criterion on his retirement from business,
subsequently adjourning to his chambers in
Pall Mall. That evening he did not appear
well, and a few days afterwards he was taken
ill.  Soon after this I sent him five of the rare
Chiapas (Mexican locals) which had just been
discovered by Mr. Kister. On his recovery he
sent me a cheque for £242 for the five stamps
and a long and much prized letter, 1 had not
even time to answer the letter when I received
a telegran from his secretary asking me not to
write as Mr. Tapling had had a relapwe, and
within two days the sad news of his death was
in the evening papers,

About the same time T commenced bhusiness
with another dewr friend, who is happily
still alive in the person of M. La Renctiere,
the largest collector in the world, although
our personal acquaintance did not commence
until about 189%0. M. La Renotiere’s col-
lection requires no mention, I have had
the rare pnivilege of seeing it, but I am
not permitted to mention what I have seen.
A list of what I have sold him would §ll many
pages of this journal, and I can only mention
that the total amounts to many thousands of
ponnds, and includes trifles at hundreds of
pounds each,

Amongst the other prominent collectors in
my early days were Mr. Douglas Garth, the
late popular ex-secretary of the London Phila-
telic Society, Mr. Maitland DBurnett, first editor
of the Philatelic Record, Mr. Lachlan Gibb,
now in Canada, Major (then Captain) Evans,
Mr. M. P. Castle, still actively accumulating

ten thousand pound collections, Dr. E. Short-
house of Birmingham, Mr. Douglas Mackenzie,
and many more, whose names may be mentioned
in the course of these notes. Of Dr, Shorthouse
I remember that he was the first collector, to
call upon whom I undertook a long journey.
He had a fine collection ; T had some things to
sell, and I went from London to Birmingham,
returning the same night, and the business
done :—Sold one Sandwich Island stamp for
7a, 6d.] Needless to say we did better trans-
actions together in after years.

{70 be continued. )

New Postal Tariff for Paraguay.

A.—For the Interior.

T rters 5 centavos per 15 grammes.
C. .mmercial papers... 5 ' 50 .
Patterns ’ 50 s
Printed matter S | - 50 "
Post cards and Letter cards 2 centavos.
Remstration fee ... . 30

t5,—For Argentina and the province of Matto
Grosso (Brazil).

. Letters 20 centavos per 15 grammes.
Commercial papers 20 ' b »
Patterns ... e 2 sy 50 v
Printed matter ... 4 " 50 "
Letter cards e 20 .

Post cards e 4 "

C.—For Uruguay and the central provinces
of Brazil (via Argentina).

-Letters ... 28centavos per 15 grammaes.
Commercial papers 40 ' 50 "
Patterns ... we 16 , 50 '
Printed matter ... 8 " 50 .
Letter cards . 28 "

Post cards .. 8 "

D.—For all other countries comprised in tho
Postal Cnieon.

Letters ... 40centavos per 15 grammes, -
Commecteianl papers 40 ' 50 "
Patterns ... . 16 ' a0 ve
T’rinted matter ... 8 » 50 .
Letter cards e 40 v

Post cards e 8 '

The registration fee for all countries with the
exception of the interior is 40 centavos, advice
of delivery 60 centavos.

This new Tariff creates several new values,
and the following will therefore be issued :—

Postage stamps of 8, 16 and 28 centavos,
Letter cards of 20, 28 and 40 centavos.
Post cards of 8 centavos,
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The Mafehing Siege Stamps.

The following interesting account of the
Mafeking Siege Stamps is posted in the window
of Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, where all the
nineteen stamps which were issued are also on
view :—

““We have received a visit from Mr. E. J.
Ross, of the firh of Messrs. Aldred and Ross,
general merchants, of Mafeking, who brought
with him a complete set of all the stamps made
and used during the memorable siege, the set
being signed by Lord Edward Cecil, chief
station office, as a guarantee to their genuiness.

‘The necessity for over-printing the stamps, :

which were in the hands of the Post Master,
has been questioned by the incredulous, but
after hearing all that Mr. Ross has to say on the
matter, which opinion has been confirmed from
other sources, all doubts are completely set at
rest.

¢ It appears that Mafeking was formerly, for
Postal purposes, in British Bechuanaland, but
some four or flve years ago, was transferred to
the Cape of Good Hope, and in the time of the
siege, the post office possessed various odd
.stamps, not only of the Cape Colony, but of two
-or three issues of British Bechuanaland and
Rritish Protectorate.

“The total face value of the stamps in the
Post Office did not exceed about £360. The
.desire to communicate with the outside world
was not confined to the military authorities for
their own despatches, but all the inhabitants
.and civilians were as eager as possible to get
letters to their friends and relations. The only
method available was, of course, by means of
native runners, who were paid as much as £26
to undertake the risk of running the gauntlet
of the ever alert enemy. Two or three of there
runners were despatched South, endeavouring to
get round Kimberley and so to our forces, but
the great bulk of them were sent up North
towards Colonel Plumer’s colomn, and letters
that got through were forwarded via Salisbury
and Beira to their destination. These runners
concealed letters, written on thin paper, not
only about their clothing, but also even in the
solen of their boots, which were manufactured
and made hollow on purpose, no bags being
allowed to be carried, as they would have
impeded their progress. Unfortunately, as was
found out later on, a number of the runners
were caught snd killed, and in some cases
despatches, such as those from Lady Sarah
Wilson to the Daily Mail, were found after-
wards, but with the postage stamps removed by
the “*slim”’ Boer.

«+In order to pay for this postal service, it
was found necessary to practically double the

ordinary rates, and the military authorities
bought up all the stamps of the Post Office, and
handed them to the printer of the Mafeking
Muail to overprint with higher denominations,
Letters that were then written were taken to
the Post Oftice, and the military postal officials
stamped them with various denominations
according to the weight or bulk of the letters.
No stamps were sold to the public, and no
person was allowed to send more-than two, or
at the most three letters by any one runner.
*In addition to the ordinary stamps, for the

jpurpose above mamed, it was found necessary

to make stamps for tise within the lines, and a

local post was organized with special stampe,

These consinted of two kinds :—

“ Pirst.—A boy on a bicycle, inacribed,
‘V.R., Siege of Mafeking' in a scroll above,
and *‘Local Post 1d.” below. The boy on the
bicycle is Sergeant Major Goodyear, of the
Cadet Corps, which was created to do duty as
orderlies and messengers,

¢ Second.—A front-faced portrait of Colonel
Baden-Powell inscribed ¢ Mafeking, 1900,
Siege,’ in a scroll above, and ¢ Postage 3d." in a
scroll below.

““Both stamps were produced by a Mr.
Taylor by means of the ferro-prussiate process,
on paper specially made and manufactured
during the siege. The portrait type consisting

| of two varieties, differing only in size to the

ordinary stamp, were made in blocks of 12, and
are blue on blue, differing much in colour, and
are perforated 12. Of no single stamp over-
printed were there more than 1,000, and of
some of them not more than 30 copies, being
on old varieties, of which only a few remained
in the Mafeking Post Office.

It is satisfactory to know that the printers’
‘“formes ” for over-printing have all been broken
up, snd the negatives and dies of the local
stamps destroyed.”

M. Jean Baptiste Moens, the great Belgian
dealer, has retired from business. For the
past year he has been * selling off,” and many
collectors of unused stamps have made the
most of their opportunity in securing blocks
and strips of unconsidered trifles which will
never again be offered in similar condition.
M. Moens' remaining stock has been sold to
M. Edward M. Ruben, of Copenhagen, for a
sum which has not been announced, but which
is said to be very advantageous to the seller.
The one care of the retiring dealer is to tinish
the 38th volume of Le Timbre Poste. To
facilitate this end, June and July came out in
May, and the August and September numbers
in June. M. Moens was always a little ahead
of his time, and he is determined to keep up
his reputation to the last.
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ANNUAL BALANCE SHEET.

Jenuary—December, 1899,

Receipts. Expenditure,
£ s, d 1899. £ s, d,
Jannary—December,
ufficial Organ, 12
months .12 10
Stationery and
Printing . 310
Postages, Hon,
jec 117

11
20

1899,

January lst.

Fo balance in
hand

w Subscriptions
& Entrance
Fees .. 218 8

1 210

Clerical Agsistant
ditto ., ‘o
Rent Essex Hall
Exchange Supt.,
Pustages and
Stationery ..
Boxes for Ex-
change Packets
Stamp Collector’s
Almanacs,Lists
of Members, &
Postoges . 316 6
Advertisement,
Manchester Ex-
hibition Cata.
logus .. we 1 00
Library, 3 ** Lon-
don Philatelist" 0 18 0

00 & O &«

217
o415 0

220 6 §
Balance in hands
of Trcasurer ., 115 0

£31 1 4 £31 1 4
Examined, compared with Vouchers, and found correct.

E. F. MARX,

Frigpnicn !\hn:,; Aunditors.

June 28, 1900.

SUBSCRIPTIONS 1900.

Members who have not yet forwarded their
Subscriptions for 1900 to the Hon. Sec. are requested
to do so as early as possible.

THOS. H. HINTON,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer,
Int. Phil. Union,
5, Paultons Square,
Chelsea, London, S.W.
July 9, 1900.

REPORTS OF OTHER SOCIETIES.

CAPE TUOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

The ordinary monthly meeting of the above
Society was held on Monday, May 14th, at the
residence of the President, Mr. Sydney Cowper,
Claremont ; the attendance was not what it might
have been, only some dozen members put in an
appearance, owing to the very inclement weather.

Those who were absent missed a treat, as Mr.
Targes exhibited his very valuable collection of Cape
of Good Hope stamps, including errors and wood
blocks 100 numerous to mention. The Secretary,
Mr, T. F. T. Jackson, also showed some hundred or
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so of envelopes with stamps on them, ar he is
making 2 spcciality of them ; and last, but not least,
the latter part of the evening was spent in examin-
ing the President’s collection, which contains stamps
not to be purchased by the beginner.

The President, wha is a relation of Sir Rewland
Hill, has always been one of the lucky ones

g 38 8
Spain.

THE STAMPS OF THE CARLIST
INSURRECTION.

By GeorgeE B. DUERST.

Amadeus, Duke of Aosta, elected King of
Spain in 1870, abdicated on the 12th of Feb-
ruary, 1873, and Spain once more enjoyed a
Republican form of government. The northern
provinces, however, were never very much in
favour of such a government, they were always
the principal supporters of the monarchy. Don
Carles, the pretender to the throne of Spain,
who had always hoped to make his claims a
reality, thought the opportunity too good to let
pass without making an attemipt to attain the
position, to which he believed himself entitled.
He sent some emissaries, and their reports were
so favourable to his course that he wade his
appearance amongst what he called his **loyal "
peopie. He proclaimed himself King of Spain
under the title of Carlos VIL, and after
creating an army he made a detervined atbempt
to reach Madrid and to conquer Spain.  With
what success does not concern us here, the
various issues of stamps plainly show his
advances.

One of the first steps taken was the erzation
of a special postal service for the disaffected
provinees and as such letters could not be sent
by the usual channels, messengers were en-
ployed, who took all the correspondence over
the frontier to the next French town, from
where they were forwarded by the I'rench jost
office.

For this correspondence French stanps hud
of course to be used, but in order to indicate
from whence such letters were sent a special
die was made consisting of a flemr de lys, the
royal atmis of the Bourbon lanily in i« donble-
lined five-pointed star.  Later on this surcharge
was used Dby the Carlist post oflice as Gblitera-
tion.

It has alwas puzzled me why the French
postal administration allowed such a sureharge
to'be put on the French stamps Iarg
numbers were undoubtedly not used in this
manner, as stamps bearing this surcharge and
being afterwards obliterated with French can-

cellation dies are extremely rare. Some col-
lectors attach no value whatever to these stamps,
but I do not agree with them. I consider them
philatelically speaking of very high value, as
they clearly indicate a historical event. I
believe it is the only instance where stamps of
& neutral country were used by another bslli-
gerent nation. Generally the stamps of the
invaded country are used and surcharged by the
invading enemy.

The following French stamps have: been
found with the surcharge described above.

1862 issue perf. Head of Napoleon

not laureated ... bc. green.
1892 issue, perf. Head of leerty 1c. olive.
o " " 2c. brown.
" " " 5c. green.
" 1 " 15c. bistre,
" " ” 25¢, blue.
” Ve . 40c, orange,

80c. carmine.

The first is considered the rarest of all,
although the rest are not easily obtained. Why
they took a stamp of the 1862 issue, which to
all practical purposes had been out of cireunla-
tion for some years, is not known. The only
plausible explanation I can advance is that the
snle of stamps in the small towns north of the
Pyrenees is not very brisk, and that it was
quite pussible that a sheet of this issue was still
in the hands of the postmaster, who considered
it a good opportunity to palm it off on the un-
suspecting Spanish messenger, who came there
to post hisletters, Most likely patriotic French
citizens would not use stamps bearing the
portrait of the Emperor, seeing that the Re-
public was already in the third year. Be this
as it may, 1 would couneil all collectors to be
very careful when acquiring this stamnp.

Using French stamps, for which full face
value had to be paid and then sending all cor-
respoidence by special messengers resulted in
a pecuniary loss to the Royal exchequer. The
consequence was the manufacture of special
stamps, and the great hurry can be clearly seen
in the had execution. The new stamp was
ready at the end of June, and according to all

authorities was put into circulation on July
1st, 1873.

No ofticin]l decree, however, seems to have
been published until December 13th, 1873
when the Royal Council of the Government of
Navarre notified the public that a postal ger-
vice had heen established, by which ofticial and
private letters could be sent to Bayonne
{France), from where they would be distri-
buted. The headquarters of the Carlist postal
service were at Bayonne, and all lLtterq, &c.,
for places outside the seceded provinces were
taken to this place by special messengers, All
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such letters, &c., had to be posted in two enve-
lopes ; the outside envelope had to bear the
inscription ‘Al encargado de la correspun-
dencis, Bayona,” and a stamp of the value of
1 real. The inside envelope had to bear the
address of the person the letter was intended
for plus French statnps to prepay the postage.
The Carlist post ofticials at Bayonne opened
the outer envelope, and if the postage on the
inner envelope was correct handed the letter
over to the French post oftice. This accounts
for the rarity of genuinely used specimens, as
all the outside envelopes bearing Carlist stamps
were torn off and no doubt destroyed.

Letters within the area of the Royal troops
were of course forwarded direct. All letters
had to be franked with Carlist stamps, other-
wise they were burned, and if the senders
could be found, punished.

Special stamps for the various provinces were
issued, and I will follow tha usually adopted
plan to describe the complete set for each
province.

A.—For the provinces of Biscay, Navarre,
Alava and Guipuzcoa.

These provinces being situated in the north
of Spain near the French frontier, were the
tirst to adopt the monarchy, and consequently
for them the postal service was first established.

Isace or Iyt Jury, 1873,

Profile of Don Carlos to the left on horizon-
tally lined hackground in an oval, above which
the inscription ** Franqueo ™ in colours on white
ground, below the word ¢ Espana™ in white
lettors on coloured ground ; in both the lower
corners the value in coloured tgures and
letters on white ground. Above the word
“ Espana ™ and below the oval there is a white
line parallel with the line of the oval. The
stamps are lithographed and printed in colours
on thin white wove paper and are imperforate.
In the spelling of the word ** Espana™ a is-
take was made by leaving the accent ortilde
out over the x.

They were manufactured by M. Closeau, a
lithographer at Bayonne, and evidently he did
not understand Spanish, as otherwise he would
not have made the mistake of leaving the accent
over the N of * Espana’ out, which in the eyes
of Spaniards is an unpardonable sin.  Three
transfers were made, as we find these stamps
printed in sheets of three different sizes: in
Trows of 12—84, in 11 rows of 11—121, and
in 15 rows of 12—180 stamps.

It i3 snia that a stamp dealer in Paris hought
one of the stones in 1881 and had a quantity of
reprints made. This is scarcely possible, be-
cause theso-called reprints ave so different from
the originals that it seems to me much more
probable that they are forgeries. Some of the

peculiarities always found on the originals are
entirely missing in the reprints.
1 real blue, pale blue.
IssuE or 20TH SEPTEMBER, 1873.

The mnistake in the spelling of the word
‘* Espana’ was rectiied on the stone consisting
of 84 stamps. This was done by eliminating
part of the whits line over the word ** Espana”
and leaving only & small portion of it uver the
N, which resvmbles the tilde. Mr. Westoby
says that a second transfer consisting of 15 rows
of 12 stamps—180 stamps, was made tor this
issue, but I have never seen a sheet of this
size. Printsd also at Bayonne on medium to
thin white wove paper, imperforate.

1 real blue, deep blue.

An essay exists of this issue in black.

This issue has been reprintzd in Paris in
1881 and has evidently been dons from the
original stone. They can, however, bu easily
recognised by the blotchy appearance, espuecially
by tho blurred hair.

Provisioxal Issup or Fesnvany to May, 1874,
Fuor the town of Bilhuo,

Bilbso, while undergoing on land a pro-
longed siegy ran short of pustage stanps, and
in order to bo able to forward prepaid cor-
respundence a dic was prepared by the postal
adninistration to indicate waat lebters had been
prepaid 1 cash.

Envelopes exist bearing tha following inscrip-
tions.  **Corroos.  Vala por dos sellos par
folts de ellus,” and **Correos.  Vale por dos
sellos par no haberlos.”  These inseriptions are
howoever often left off and the usual cancelling
die iy only applied.  This consists of a double
circle with the scription at the top ** Portu-
galote,” at the bottom ** Vizeaya,” and in the
centre in a stratght line ** Correvs.”

Issce orF lst Juny, 1874,

Meanwhily the royal armies had not been
idle aml gained somo successes over their re-
publican enemies.  In this issue we can soe
this fact plainly depicted, bevauss Don Carlos,
in imitation of Napoleon, appeared on the stamps
crowned with laurels.

Head of Don Carlos laurested to the right on
a solid background in a circle; at the top
“ Espana” in a scroll in coloured letters on
white ground ; at the bottom ** Franqueo ™ in a
gtraight line, also in coloured lotters on white
ground ; in the lower corners the value. Litho-
graphically printed in colour on medium thick
white wove paper and imperforate.

1 real lilac, grey-lilac, mauve.

Essays exist in blue and carmine on white.

(To be continned.)
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The Summer Scason.

—_—

This is the season of the year when no
indoor pursuits have much chance of hold-
ing their own against the numerous open
air pastimes which are the particular occu-
paton for everyone's spare time in the
summer months.  Philately is essentially an
indoor pursuit,” and might be expected to
die off altogether in the hot weather, and
yet when the heat becomes so tropical as
that we arc now experiencing, there are many
arguments in favour of philately as against
the more exciting but also more heating
pursuits of the field.

One can keep cool with one's stamps,
catalogues and paraphernalia by an open
window on the shady side of the house,
while the gentle breeze softly stirs the leaves
of the album and occasionally makes the
younger and more lively stamps dance and
quiver on their hinges, while on the tennis
lawn, in the cricket field, and on the river,
men and maidens are reducing themselves
by their exertions, to a condition of body
which is anything but comfortable. True,
the philatelist is liable at any moment to be
plunged into a state of perspiration by the
discovery of a new minor variety or a rare
perforation even under the ideal conditions.
pictured above, but this soon passes off and
leaves the student wi h a new delight.

It is a curious fact that in nearly all
tropical or hot countries philately is a
favourite pursuit. In India nearly everyone
collects, and in Burmah, Java, the Straits
Settlements and Hong Kong every other
person hoards stamps, though they may not
perhaps study them so keenly as we do at
home.

As In Asia, so in Africa, America, and
Australia, stamp collecting is a universal
hobby. It will be seen therefore that there
15 no reason why temperature alone should
put the nose of philately out for the summer,
and in fact we believe that the weather has
nct very much to do with it after all. Col-
lectors are just as ready for a bargain,
though they may not hunt quite so much
for it, and they are just as pleased to get
what they want in the warm weather as in
the cold.  Dealers, naturally, are just
as ready to sell. What is it then that
affects stamps so much in the summer
monhs? What causes the aucticns to be
abandoned for two or three months, ex-
change club secretaries to shut up shop,
and the dealers to pull long faces ?  Simply
the fact that halt the cotlectors are away on
their holidays. and the other half prefer the
tennis lawn, the cricket field, and the river
to the pleasure of sitting up by the open

window with their stamps, catalogues
and paraphernalia, with gentle breeze,
etc. Such is the perversity of human

naiure !

It is quite useless and unnecessary to
argue that they are unwise who thus desert
stamps for several months in the year. But
we may pint out that there are some who,
wherever they may be, never forget their
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collections, and are always on the alert for
whatever may turn up to enrich them, and
these faithful few no doubt reap a little
harvest at times. The most unexpected
things turn up sometimes in out-of-the-way
places, and many collectors have received
unexpectedly fine additions as the result of
the summer holiday.

This year we hope many of our readers
may be successful in coming across
“V.R.I’s” and ¢ Mafeking Besieged's"
in unexpected quarters. ‘There is certainly
a large field for the hunters of these
desiderata, and though the numbers, espe-
cially of the latter, are very smali, the
faithful may well expect some reward of
the kind, if they are diligent, on their
peregrinations.

Under this lreading e clronicle onln those
stamps arhich to the best of owr belicf hure
actwally appeared,

BRITISH EMPIRE.

British Honduras. Messrs. Whittield, King
& Co. have forwarde i us a 10c. of the current type,
surcharged ‘¢ Revenue,” like the ¢, and 25c. values
chronicled in March.

Adhesive,  10¢, lilae and green, surcharge blaek,

Canada.
2¢. in black.

Letter Gard,

The Jetter card has been surcharged

2¢, on 3i. carmine on blve,

Cape of Good Hope. In the window of
their shop Messrs. Stanley Gibbons are showing a
full set of all the Mafcking prov.sionals, of which we
give a list below. ‘There are wo types of the
words ‘¢ MAFEKING—DBESIEGED 3 (a) being in
fancy type 1§ . in height, and (&) in smaller type
1} mm, in height.  There must have been a very
curious mixture of stamps in the Mafeking post
office when the siege began, as three ditferent issues
of Bechuanaland stamps and two of Cape have
been operated upon.  The Baden-Powell issue
consists of two values printed in dark biae on pale

blue and perforated. The 1d. depicts a messenger
on a bicycle with the words *‘Niege of Mafeking—
1900 in a scroll above, and ** Local Post” below..
The 3d. shows the well-known features of Baden-
Powell himself, and is inscribed, ¢ * Mafeking—1900—
Siege*’ and ** Postage Three Pence.’* This value
exists in two varieties, one being 21 mm. high and
the other 184 mm. high, and narrower in proportion.
For convenience of reference we list all these
together here, and repeat some that we have men-
tioned before. (Note--The 3d. on Gd. lilac Bechuana-
land listed last month was an error for 6d. on 3d.)
The stamps are said to have been first issued in
March and continued in use until the end of the siege.

J. Surcharged on Cape stamps—
i

d. on d. green (1897), Fancy type.
., 4d 0 (1848, "
31, ., 1d. rose-red (1893}, "

tid. ,, S, red-lilac (1898), "
1.- ,, 4d, sage green (I8O%, o

11. Surcharged on British Bechuanaland stamps—
1d, on Rl vermilion (18U8), Faney type,
3d. ,, L, dilae (189K), Faney type.
3d. ,, Td. Lilae {1898}, Small type,
6. ,, 2d. wreen amd ved (I89%), Faney type.
6. ,, 2d. green and red (18981, Small type,
8. ., 3d. Vlack on vellow (L89B | Faney type.
d, ,, 3. Lilae (1887), Fauey ty e,
1 - ,, b blaek ot red (189R8), Faney type,
-, 6l " W (1890, Soall type.
1 - ., Wb brown and green J1891), Faney type,
2= ,, 1= green (1891), =mall type.

Ceylon. We have received a new 6 cents.
envelope with the stamp of the same design as the
card of the same value. The paper is laid.

Envelope, Ge, brown,

Hong Kong. The Montily Fournal has
received the entire reply-paid post card of which we
Jast month chronicled the separate halves, sur-
charged 1 cents, with that sarcharge in black.

PPost Card, 4 x 4, on 3 x 3e. Lrowen, surcharge Wack.

India. ADuttia. The -% anna envelope men-
tioned last month is on white laid paper. The
L. 7. describes a } x } anna post card, stamp of
current type, in red on white. :

PPost Card,  } x } unna, red on il

Kishengark. ‘The M. [. mentions the } anna
green imperf. and the T rupee in grey-green.

Adbesives.  § an, green imperf.
I rupee grev-green, imperf,
Mauritius. The Ge. of the current arms type

has just appeared, though chronicled last year. We
are indebted to Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. for a
specimen,

Adhesive. 6o, pale green and carmine.

New Zealand. A correspondent writes :—

“ 1t wmy intercst you to know that a few of the New
Zealand postage due stamps, 1399 jssue, were sold and used as
postage stamps, 1t happened in this way. A new post-
mistress  was appointed to the loeal post ofliee, Renwick,
Marlboro’, a shurt time before the stamps were issned, and
heing aew to her duties when the stamps mtived in Novembor
she sold them to several persons who used them on correspon-
dence.  The mistake wis found out when the letters went
through the post office at Blenheim, The Chief Postmaster
then sent instractions as to their proper use, and also that
they were not to b used till Deeember.  The postinietress
thereupon recalled what were misused of the statnips she had

sold. 1 have vne specimen of these misused stamps post-
marked 2ith November, 1809, Only the Ll value was thus
gold.”
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There is an 8d. value of this same *‘ postage due "
issue which we have not yet listed,

We have received a 2d. lilac of the 1882 issue on
thick paper, sivilar to that of the current issue,
but having the wmk. N.Z. and star placed sideways
Can anycne explain this freak ?

A correspondent also sends us the 6d. of the
current type, locally printed in carmine-rose and
perforated 11,

Adhesives. 2d. lilac, 1882 type, wink. sideways, thick paper.

6d. carmine-rose, p. 11.

Unpaid. 8d. green and red, p. 11, wink. N.2. and star.

Orange River Colony. Besides the varieties
already listed, Messrs. Bright & Son have shown us
specimens of the $d, 1d., and §;-, surcharged
V. R. I,” in which the second or up-sitoke of the
“V.” is the same thickness as the first stroke,
instead of being thinner as in the ordinary type.
There are six in each pane of 60, and the variety
only occuis in the values above mentioned, as far as
is known at present. There is a minor variety of the
1{- in which the stop after ©8.”” is smaller and
placed higher up.

Messrs. Bright & Son also showed us a second type
of the ordinary **24d."" on three pence, in which
the foot of the larger “2’: is longer and sticks
out more to the left.  Of this variety there were
two in every sheet of 240, they Leing the two
end stamps at the left of the bottom row of one
of the panes of 60. Whether these occur on the
same stamps surcharged “V. R. [."" we cannot say
for certuin, but most probably they do.

Adhesives. 2§ (d) on 3d, ulteamarive, variety, lurger *+2;
surcharged = V. . 1.,” and salue in black,
id. orange, varicety, thick ** V."”
1d. mauve . ' .
5§~ green . . e
1/- brown " stop after 8, saller and
higher up.
OTHER €@OUNTRIES.
Ausgtria. We have this month to add to the

long list of novclties in connection with the new
issue of this country several articles of statinnery,
viz., 10 hel. envelope on' greyish paper ; single and
reply cards of 10 hel., and two letter-cards.

Post Cards. 10h. carmiue on Imtf
1o x 10h. canmine on bulf
6h. yellow on blne
luh, carmine on grey
10k, carwine on grey.

Letter-Cards,

Envelope.

Bulgaria. A correspondent of Smith's Monthly
Cireular sends that journal some particulars of the
changes which have heen in progress here. It seems
we were in error in describing the 10 stot in yellow,
it should be rose oz yellowish paper, the 15 stot is
yellow, and these, with the 1 stot, greyish-blue;
5 stof, yellow-green, and 25 stot, duil blue, are
printed on thick hairy paper. We have already
chronicled the 1 stot (April).

Adhesives. Js. yellow-green, on thick fibrous paper
10s. rose, on yellowish ,, "

15s. yellow, on thick ibrons pape
233, dull blue

China. The /. B. /. describes a new reply
post card issued in China early in last April. Itis

printed by Messrs. Waterlow & Sons, and is similar
to the Japanese cards 1n design.

Post Card. 1c. x lc. red on yellowish {

Colombia. Cucuta. Several of dur con-
temporaries list three new values, presumably of the
same design as those chronicled last month.

le, blauck on yeliow, imperf,

2c. bluck ow rose, impert,
2ve, Llack on yeliow, perf.

Corea. We illusirate the two new varieties

chronicled in April,

R
‘i "

P ARy

G s ,.)_'Wl 3

DenmarK. Through an unfortunate mistake
we mistosk the new Danish West Indies stamps for
a new issue of the mother country, and chronicled
them last month under Denmark.  We must now
correct this to—

Dasnish West 7lwdies. Two new stamps of a
design similar to the current 5 ore. Denmark.

1 cent, yrreen
B cents, blue

Adhesives.

France. French Congo.
set of stamps for this country has at

The long expected
last appeared

N ® L .
~aly N p’:. ‘-l;‘l "o ¥ |
T-;-r."uqv’i:o,g,L-.‘!'g'.’-'. ,

and for sheer ugliness would be hard to heat.  They
are crudely executed, and the combinations of
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colours too ghastly for words. The values lc. to
16c. are all of the oblong type, and are water-
marked with a thistle ; the 2uc. to 75c. are of the
type showing the native, and have a spray of rose
watermark ; and the franc values are of the third
type as shown in our illustration, and are waler-
marked with an olive branch,

Adhesives.  le. marone and pale lilae

2¢. brown and yellow

4c. bright red and blue-grey

¢, green and grey-green

10c. red and pale red

193¢, violet and pale green

2e. yellow-green and dull ormnge
23, deep blue and pile blue

3ue. rose-red and yellow

1U¢. chestnut aud bright green
ale. purple and lilae

T cluret and yetlow orange

Lfr. lilac-grey and olive

zir. bright earmine and dull Lrown
Sfr. orange and grey-black.

Oceanie. 'T'he 5c. now appears in the new shade.

Adbiesive.  5c. yellow-grecn.

Y Zanzibar. According to Le Col. de T'-P. the
T x1an. on 10 x L0, post card is now surcharged
m red.

Post Card. 1 X 1 an. on 19 x e, 1ed surcharge.

Germany. The letter-card is reported  with
stamp of the Germania design.

Letter-care. 10 pf. cavinine.

Bavaria. 5. M. C. states that the recent a'tera-
tion in the postal rates has rendered the 3 pl. post
cards usecless, and they are being converted into
3 pf, cards by the addition of the impressed stamp
of 2 pf.

Post Cards. 3 x 2 pf, yellew-brow and grey
dx ¥ xdxpfosellow-brown and grey.

China. According to the /. B.-Z. there wasa
shurtage of 5 pL stamps at Kiusatschou at  the
beginming of May, and some 10 pl stamps were
promptly surcharged & pf in black, some at the foot
of the stamp and others in the centre.  These
stamps had only Leen in use a few days when a
new supply of the § pf. stamps arrived and put
an e¢nd to their issue.  This 1s only the second
occasion on which provisionals have veen made in
any German colony, the other occasion heing in
1898, when 100 stawmps of 10 pf. of Kaumerun were
bisected for use as 5 pf.

Adhesive, 5 pfl on 10 pE. carmine, sureharge black.

(Samoa  We ar. indebted to Messrs. Whitdeld
’}\.lng & Co. fur a sight of the new issue for Samoa.
I'he obsclete type of German stamps is surcharged

* Samoa "’ upwards diagonally in black.,  Der £hil
also chronicles some post cards,

3 pf. brown
3 pi. green
10 pt, red
20 pf. blue
23 pf. orange-vellow
2 pt,merone
S pr. grven vo bufl
9 X J pl. green on baff
10 pioaed on butt
v x 10 pl. red un bulf

Adhesives,

Post Curds

Mexico, In addition to the values fisted last
month the following have also appeared, sur-
charged * oFICIAL " in blaca.

Official adhesives. 3¢, brown, surcharge black

3¢, blue, . .
.0c. vrange and lilac, surcharge black.

Portugal. The Mittelbeutsche Ph.-Z. chronicle®
the reply card of 25r. on buff instead of on grey.
25 »

Post Card. 25r. on butl,

Salvador. There is a further surcharge to be
added to list of provisionals ; this is the 3c. biue of
1899, with wheel over-print and additionally sur-
charged * J90y—1 centavo.”™

lc. on 3e¢. blue, surcharze black,

Sarawak. Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. send
us a new value in the current type, viz., 20c,

Adhesive, 20c¢, light brown and lilac.

Switzerland. Mr. W. I. Wilson has kindly
sent us specimens of three Swiss Jubilee stamps
which have been issued to commemorate the 15th
anniversary of the Postal Union. The values are
5, 10, and 235c., and the design, which Is the same
in cach, is said to be the work of M. Grasset, A
female allegorical figure is the main feature, the
words ““Jubile de I'Union Postale Universelle”
above and the date ** 1575—1900 " Lelow. Inshape
they are long rectangular. Very large quantities are
saicl to have heen printed to prevent speculation.
They were put in circulation on the 2nd July, and
will remain n force until the end of the jyear.
There are also two post cards with the same design
but twice the siza, printed at the lefi.

Sc. yellow-groeen
ke, rose
25, bine
5¢, blug-green
1e. deep rose,

Adhesives,
Post Cards.

The three highest vaines of the
stamps have now received the sur-
and initials % R.T. M,

Venezuela.
“ Instruccion®’
charge *“*Resellada™
completing the set.
Adhesives. 3 bolivars red, sureharge black
v, vintet, surcharge black
N, red=hrown, snrcharge black,

XK

N Arem ..l..J

Discoveries, Errors, and Various
Notes.

Belgium. The unpaid letter stamps are, it
is said. to be changed in colour shortly.

Bulgaria. There have been rumours for
several years to the effect that a new issue is
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about to appear having for design a portrait of
the Prince. We have it on good authority
that such an issue is improbable, as there are

the same objections to portraits in Bulgaria as
in Turkey.

Dominican Republic.
rizing the issue of the } and
for printed matter is given in
follows:—

On the Initiative of the Executive Powers,

In view of the fact that the want of low values
in the present issue of postage stamps renders the
prepayment of printed matter and circulars im-
possible, and that the Government desires to
facilitate the circulation of these within and with-
out the territory of the Republic, it is resolved .

Art. 1.

A decree auntho-
%]cemavo stamps
the 4. /. of t'h. as

To issue the following quantities of
postage stamps.
100,000 stamps of } centavo.
100,000 s "

Art. 2, The present resolution shall be sent
to the executive power.

Given in the Hall of the Sessions of the National
Congress, on the 30th day of the month of March,
1900, the 57th of our independence and the 37th of
the restoration.

The President (Signed) M. Ubaldo Gomez.
The Secretaries (Signed) Errique J. Castro.
(Signed) L. ]J. Alvarez.

Greece. We hear from various sources that
Greece is going to have a complete new set of
stamps, which Messrs. Bradbury and Wilkinson
are preparing  We may expect a fine set from the
firm who recently turned out the handsome set for

Crete. It is stated that they will be issued in
September.
India. A correspondent informs us that the

$1an,dan., 1an, 2an and 2} an. were expected
to appear in the new cclours cn the 1st July.

_ Italy. A magnificent set of pictorial stamps
is being prepared for Eritrea; the designs have
been entrusted to an eminent Italian artist.

Japan. The Wedding Stamp alluded to last
month has been surcharged for use in Japanese
post offices in China. The following notice which
appeared in a Shanghai paper shews that these
labels are only locals:—* Notice is hereby given
*“that the 3 sen Postage Stamp, issued in com-
‘“memoration of the marriage of the lmperial
*“ Japanese Crown Prince, which is to be used on
‘‘and after the 10th May next, is put on sale from
* this date, N.B.—The above Stamp can only be
“used for domestic service and not for inter-
* paticnal service. Y. Ota, 1. Japanese Fost-
‘“master, Shanghai, 28th April, 1900.”

We have alsc received frcin Messrs. Whitfield
King the following description of these stamps : —

**At the top of the oval is the chrysanthemum,
the Imperial crest.

*“In each of the corners is a sprig of Pawlonia,
but those in the lower curners are entwined, the
one with the Chinese character for three and the
other with that for sen. The inscription reads
downwards.

*“That on one side is ‘Dai Nihon Teikcku
Yubin,” ‘meaning Japanese lmperial I’ost'; while

that on the other is * Togu Gokongi Shiku ten,”
meaning * To commemorate the Prince Imperial's
Wedding.’

“ The little box inside the oval is called the
Yanagibako (willow box). It is covered withf very
nice white paper, and in this the first letter which
the bridegroom sent to the bride is kept. The one
above that looks like a larger box is really a table
beautifully ornamented with pictures of cranes and
pines. (It is said here in Japan that the crane
lives a thousand years and that the pine never
dies, hence these are emblematic of long life.)
On the table are placed cakes of Mikka yo mochi
(three days and nights bread), so called because it
is left in the bridal chamber for three days and
nights after the wedding so that the bride and
bridegroom may eat it whenever they wish.
These cakes are made of rice fiour, and there are
as many cakes as there are years in the bride's
age.

Kishenghar. According to the L.P. this
State will in future issue its stamps in the fellow-
ing colours :—#% anna, rose ; 3 anna, blue or green ;
1 anna, rose; and 1 rupee, green. We are sure
philatelists will appreciate this tardy concession.

Labuan and North Borneo. In our
January issue in chronicling the 4c. ¢ monkey
stamps, we remarked that they were ““on the
market. and might even be on sale at the post
offices by this time," but in this it would seem we
were tco sanguine. The S$. C. F. has seen official
correspondence, dated April 15, frem Labuan, and
as late as the middle of May frecm Sandakan,
North Borneo, saying that these stamps had never
been reen in either colony. Unfortunately we have
no reason to doubt this statement, since the North
Bourneo Company have been doing such a large
business in the sale of stamps at their lLondon
offices that we are not surprised that they cannot
spare any for the countries of their supposed issue.
Under these circumstances we can scarcely yet
chronicle the change of colour of the stamps to
black and carmine, though we have received
specimens, until we hear whether they have been
issued.

New Zealand. A patriotic 13d. stamp is in
preparation, judging from the following cutiing
from the New Zealand Times :—

“Mr. J. M. Nairn's design for the new one
penny half-penny stamp has been accepted by the
Commissioner of Stamps (Hon J. Carroll, and
will shortly be issued. The design represents a
little scene cancpied by folds of the New Zealand
ensign. On either side is a dismounted trooper
holding his horse, whi.e from the sea rises a figure
symbolical of the Empire’s call 1o arms. In the
extreme background may be sien the massed con-
tingents, in whose honour the stamp ic issued.
The new stamp is the same size as the twopence
balf-penny one, and will Le printed in khaki
colour.”

These stamps are intended, we learn from a
correspendent, for pustage of newspapers in excess
of the 1d. fee and below that of 2d., though of
course it will be available for ordinary postage
also,

Servia. The 15 paras. is reported on ordinary
white paper without silk threads.
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Types of Collectors.

' No. 4.—THE MEREST TYRO.

By SPECTATOR.

We were all beginners once, therefore it would
be unkind to write desparagingly of those who
are just starting. I do not intend to write
about any genuine tyro in our pursuit.
But we read so often, in learned treatises, that
certain elementary facts are known even to
the *‘merest tyro” that it might be worth
while inquiring who this gentleman is, and
what the extent of his knowledge might be.
Why he should be always singled out as the
possessor of all sort of information it would be
dificnlt to say, for if he knows half that is
credited to him he would no longer be the
“merest tyro,” but quite a well informed
man.

This leads us to the conclusion that there
must be, in philately at any rate, a kind of
person whose ignorance is greater even than
that of the * merest tyro,” a conclusion which on
the face of it is absurd., Therefore T am forced
assert that the term is frequently misapplied,
and that the *“merest tyro” does not know
anything like as much ag he is supposed to know.

This can eastly be provsed. 1 have read at
different times that he knows where to look for
the plate numbers on the old 1d. red English,
and yet 1 am continually asked by my young
friends to point out where these wagic figures
are to be found. 1 have also read somewhere
that the *‘merest tyro” knows that adhesive
stamps have only been in use for 60 years,
that the 1d. black was the first example, and
that its valne is from 3d. to 6d. according to
condition ; and yet 1 have been often shown, by
people who must really be the **merest tyros ™
themselves, spectinens of this historieal stanp
with the volunteered information that they are
over s hundred years old, and that they are
worth something like £10 sterling apiece !
Another thing which he is supposed to know,
but doesn't, is, that octagonal stamps are more
esteelned when cut square with good margins
than when trimmed, however neatly, to the
shape of the stamp.

1t takes some time for the ‘* merest tyro” to
have his impressions on these and other heads
corrected, while there are some who collect for
years without ever getting more than a few
degrees removed from this stage. There are
many people who never will Le made to under-
stand how perforations ate gauged, and who

insist on counting all the perforations along the
top or at the sides ; which lands them into such
a fogged state of mind that they decide never
to worry about perforations any more.

Even in these enlightened days there are col-
lectors who stick their stamps fast down in
their albums with gum or paste. One collector
I know, who does not mind paying two or
three pounds for a single specimen, and has a.
really fine collection, still believes in this
primitive method of arranging his stamps.
He prefers specimens with the original gum
because it saves him the trouble of applying
the mucilage himself.  Such collectors can
hardly be said to have emerged yet from the
‘““tyro” stage, though they may have finer
collections than many advanced philatelists.

In fact, thers is quite a larger class of col-
lectors who never learn anything about their
stamps and never will. They acquire speci-
mens with more or less rapidity, and stick them
in their books, but know no more about them
or their history than they do of the man in the
moon, to use a coomnon but useful expression.
We can sympathise with the promising begin-
ner who puts his Austrian journal stamps into
Greece, and considers the stamps of Nicaragua
and Salvador the most interesting rarities it
would be possible to acyuire; time and ex-
perience will correct these ideas soon enough.
It is the man who remains the ‘‘merest tyro"
from the moment he first sees a stamp till the
time of his death who is the enigma that I am
writing about.

All the countless little rudimentary facts and
anecdotes connected with different stangm are
quite lost to hini.  Anyone but the *‘merest
tyro " could in showing his collection, recount
numerous interesting explanations about his
gpecimiens without being at all learned.  For
instance, he could say how the 1de. U.S. of
1RGG came to be printed in black, as a mourn-
ing stamp to the memory of President Lincoln;
that the 1868 and some subsequent issues of
the saine country wers embossed with a grill to
prevent the stamps being cleaned ; he could
give the various reasons which have been set
forth in explanation of the hieroglyphics on the
1873 issue for Porto Rico, one being that
Porto Ricans never acknowledged King
Amadeo, aud as some guarantes that the stamps
hearing his portrait were worthy of use, the
paraphe or sign manual of the governor of the
island was overprinted on them. Many of
these little tales are quite apocryphal 1 fear,
but they all tend to draw interest to our hobby,
anl an accumulation of them will help to raise
a man from the level ofthe ** merest tyro.”
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The London Philatelist. In the June num-
ber Mr. Franz Reichenheim supplies some
additional remarks on the German Colonial
stamps, which are supplementary to his paper
read before the London Society and which we
are reproducing from The London Philatelist
in full. Mr. Whitfield King has lbeen putting
the author right on one or two paints, and calls
his attention to an erroneous statement re Post
Oftices in German New Guinea. There is an
omission on page 112 after paragraph 3, which
should read :—

““ There is only one Post Offics in this colony,
at Stephansort, opened on 14th December, 1889,
still in existence of those opened in the years
1888.9, the first ones having been at—

Finchhafen, opened 15th February, 1888,
closed March, 1891,

Hatzfeldthafen, opened 1st April, 1888, closed
30th September, 1891,

Kerawara, opened 4th April, 1888, closed
June, 1890.

Konstantinhafen, opened 15th May, 1888,
closed 30th September, 1891.

Four other Post Offices now exist, which
were subsequently opened at Herbertshoehe,
Berlinhafen, Matupi, and Friedrich-Wilhelms-
hafen.”

It will he remembered that we announced,
on the authority of Messrs. Whitfield King
in our May nuwmber, that only the 10 and 20 pf,
of the first issue of Marschall Islands were ever
issued in the colony itself. Mr. Reichenheim
has been informed by Dr. Kalckhoff, of Berlin,
that according to the latest inquiries, not only
the 8, 10, and 20 pf., of the first type of sur-
charge, but also the 3 pf. value of this type,
have been officially issued, and adds that the

'

|

postal authorities will now probably complete
the old set by sending out to the islands the
two other values (20 and 50 pf.) surcharged with
type 1., ‘“as they do not like that stamps sold
and sent to erne by them should be looked
upon as ‘essays,’ and as being less valuable
than if they were really issued.”

Verily the effects of Philately are far reach-
ing ! Here is the sober and steady-going postal
administration of the * Fatherland” worried
about the standing of some of its unissued
stamps in the eyes of philatelists, Is it
possible ?

Mr. Reichenheim also gives a complete list of
the Germnan I’ost Offices now in existence in the
colonies and foreign countries.

The annual report of the London Philatelic
Society, by Mr. J. A. Tilleard, the honorary
secretary, affords intsresting reading, and it is
satisfactory to learn that the premier Society is
still flourishing. There has unfortunately been
a large death roll among the members, Messrs.
W. A. 8. Westoby, Douglas Garth, C. P.
Krauth, F. R. Fraser, and J. W. Myers, who
was killed in South Africa, having all died since
the last general meeting.  Twelve new mem-
bers have been elected and ten resignations
received,

Two jmportant works have been published
by the Society—*The Stamps of the British
Isles,” by Messrs. Hastings Wright & Creeke,
and the second part of the Society’'s work on
the British Colonies, etc., in Sonth Africa.
We are reminded that of the latter, only 600
have been printed, and after the members of
the Society have been supplied, there will not
be many left to go round ; so that those requir-
ing it should see that they get it at once.

;0!
The Monthly Journal. Though the editor
of Messrs, Stanley Gibbons’ organ has resumed
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his military duties until the war is over, there
is a good deal of Major Evans in the June
number. In an editorial, the principal philatelic
events of the past yesr are reviewed, and even
a little vaticination is indulged in. The Monthly
Journal is hungering for the *‘Collectors’
Priced Catalogue” for raview, and judging
from Mr. Philips’ dissection in another part of
the Journal of an amateur specialists’ price
list of Transvaals which was recently pub-
lished, the review should be as entertaining as
the catalogue itself.

¢t Faridkot” is the Indian Native State
treated of by Major Evans in this number, and
a most interesting and useful article it is.
As a result of inquiries and researches into the
history of these stamps the number of genuine
native-made postal issues of this State has been
reduced to seven varieties, instead of the 54
which was the number listed in the eleventh
edition of Gibbons' catalogue. All the rest are
of a fancy nature, issued by the State Post
Office. The synopsis of these stamps, as given
by Major Evans, is as follows :—

1879 (7).

Design.  Arabic characters in two rows, with
a kind of reticulated border between them, and
a plain frame surrounding the whole.

Shape. Smnall oblong.  Imperf.

1 folus, ultramarine (shades), on native laid
paper.

1 folus, ultramarine (shades), on ordinary laid
paper.

1 folus, ultramarine (shades), on wove paper.

1 folus, black-blue, on wove paper.

Printed tete-heche.
1 folus, ultramarine (shades) on wove paper.
1882.

Design. A circle enclosing an inner circle
filled with Arabic inscriptions.  Below these,
a label with Arabic inscription, the whole sur-
rounded by an outer frame.  Shape, a rectangle.

Imperf.
1 paisa, ultramarine, on white wove.
1, on toned wove.

A "

After January 1, 1887, the date of the Con-
vention with the Indian Government, under
which the surcharged Indian stamps are supplied
to this State, the native-made stamps ceased to
be used for postage.

“The Stanps of the Argentine Republics,
teanslated from Le Timbre- Poste by Mr. G. B’
Duerst, is continued, and the other feature.
of the journal are up to the usual standard.

—0—

Morley's Philatelic Journel. An article in
the June number by Oliver Firth describes two
types or dies of the 4c. Seychelles, and states
that two types of the other values probably
exist also. The following are the principle
differences in the 4c. carmine and green.

1. The filet of the

crown ends betfore
reaching the back-
ground lines and the

thin upper line of it
continues to the right
bevond the vertical line
which closes the front
jewel division.

2. Thelinesof shad-
ing across the nose all
reach the thick out-
line of theeye-ball, the
lowest of the four form-
ing by its continuation
the uppermost line of
shading across the cheek
below the eye.

3. The nose, as a
whole, is of a refined
order, and somewhat
aquiline in type; itis
outlined only by the
cessation of the back-
ground lines until quite
near the tip, where a
rather light line begins
to connect the horiz-
ontal lines, at the{’nl
horizontal line above
the tip of the nose it-
self and continues to the
base of the neck, where
it joins one of the back-
ground lines, forming
therewith a somewhat
acute angle.

The curved line from
the upper lip, extend-
ing across the cheek,
is almost joined by the
curved line forming the
upper outline of the
lower lip ; under this
latter line the shading
is ** split,” a companion
line proceeding from
the small solid block of
colour which accentu-
ates the under lip.

4 At the back of
the head the upper-
most lineof the chignon
thins off very consider-
ably, and curving down-
wards goes to fcrm an
inner line of the curl
shading ; the short back-
ground line, although
reaching it, neverthe-
less does not appear as
though a continuation
of it.

1. The thick lower
line of the fillet con-
nects with one of the
background lines and
the upper one stops at
its junction with the
vertical line.

2. The two lower
lines fail to reach the
thick one, and the
lowest appears as if it
would terminate some-
what above the line of
the cheek-shading.

3. The noseis made
to appear as having a
blunter tip by the out-
line, which is thicker
than in type 1, and
seems to begin one line
higher, ending by a
curving angle at its
junction with the hori-
zontal line at base of
neck.

The lower line is
further away frcm the
upper, and is not

** split,” a solid paltch
of colour resulting.

4. The line is some-
what more decided, and
1s rather a continuation
of the short back-
ground line, though the
thin line of curl shad-
ing does continue from
it.

5. The pendent curl is formed by difterent
lines of shading in the two types, the chief
exterior difference being the continuity of the back-

. ground line, which touches the bottom of the

curl in passing in type 1, but shows a breach of
continuity in type2  The differences of the other
lines will be appreciated by a comparison of the
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.eplargements, which clearly show the different |

disposition of the lines of shading.
The article is accompanied by enlarged illus-
trations of both types.

The History of the German Colonies und
German Post Offices in Foreign Countries, and
their different Issnes of Stamps.

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE PHILATELIC BOCIETY,
Loxvox, ox T™aE 27TH APRIL, 1900,

By FRANZ REICHENHEIM.

(Continued from page 112).

It was further atipulated that all the land
twenty-eight miles round the German posses-
.sions should be mneutral, and China should
never be allowed to issue any orders or rules,
or make any alteration in this district,
without Germany's permission.

There is only one public post office in this
colony, at Tsiutau ; but as in many of the forts
round the Bay so-called ‘‘Marine Feldpost”
offices are established, stamps are also found with
this obliteration.

The first issue of stamps—the usual German
set of six values of 1889 surcharged diagonally
in black, in the usual way ‘' CHINA"—appeared
in 1896. The steamer issue for this colony is in
course of preparatioa, but will appear with the
name ‘‘ KIAUTSCHOU,” not *‘ CHINA.”

VIIL, IX., and X. When, in 1885, Germany
tried to take possession of the Caroline Islands,
west of the Marshsll Islands, between the
equator and 10 deg. south and 143 deg. and
166 deg. east longitude, Spain suddenly claimed
older rights on the islands ; and after some long
discussions between the two Governments
concerned, it was agreed to leave the decision
with Pope Leo XIII, who declared that those
islands, belonged to Spain, but Germany
should be allowed to establish & naval and
coaling station there, and German merchants
acquiring land and residing there should have
the same political rights as Spanish subjects.

I remember well having seen caricatures of
two little girls, Germania and Hispania, qaurrel-
ling over a little doll (Caroline) till the father
decided that the doll belonged to Hispania, but
that Germania had the right to play with it.
And Germany played quite nicely with that
little doll Caroline till 30th June, 1899, when,
through & treaty between Spain and Germany,
the Caroline, the Mariane (except Guam), and
Pala’'u Islands were sold to Germany for
26,000,000 pesetas (£1,000,000.)

The just-mentioned Mariane Islands, with
about 15,000 inhabitants, are situated north of
the Caroline Islands, and cobsist of a great
number of small islands, of which the Guam
Island was ceded to the United States by Spain
after the late war.

The islands of Pala'u are seven in number,
with an area of 193 square miles, and situated
west of the Carollne Islands,

The Caroline Islands, with about 35,000
inhabitants, are divided into two parts, East
and West Caro)ine Islands, and the most
important one is the island of Yap, in the West
Carolire group. All the three groups are at
present administered by the Governor of
German New Guines, and divided into three
districts : —

{1} East Carcline: principal station
Ponape.
(2) West Caroline : principal station

ap.
3 Mariancpls]ands: principal station
Saypan.

Post offices exist on the East Caroline Islands :
in Ponape, since 15th October, 1899 ; in the
western group, on the island of Yap, since Tth
November, 1899 ; and on the Mariane Islands,
on the island of Saypan, since the 22nd
November 1899, On the islands of Pala’u no
post. office has as yet heen established.

There have been irsued the two complete
sets of the German stamps cf 1889, surchs rged
in black diagonally, as usual, **xaRoLINEN,"”
‘MARIANEN,” which Mr. Kosack has kindly
lent me.

No stamps have yet been issued for the
islands of Pala’u.

XI. The youngest German colony is Samoa,
a group of islands in the South Pacific between
13 dg. and 15 dg. southand 171 dg. and 172 dg.
30 min. west longitude, where the German
flag was hoisted on the 1st March this year,
after Great Britain and the United States
(which together with Germany had governed
these Islands for a long time) had relinquished
their rights through the Samoa Treaty of 1899,
Germany ceding to Great Britain the islands of
Choiseul and Isabel of the Solomon gronp, and to
the United States the islands of Tutuila, Manua,
and Rosa, and relinquishing her rights over the
Tongan group in favour of Great Britain.

The two principal islands now belonging to
Germany are Upolu (with the chief town Apis)
and Savaii.

Up to the present time the Post Offico in
Apia uses the German stamps of 1889 without
surcharge ; but the values of 3, b, 10, 20, 26,
and 60 pf. have just been issued surcharged

diagonally ‘‘samoa,” lent to me by Mr,
Kosack,

(To be concluded next month).



WRINVAT

Y

oY

The Official Organ of the International Philatelic Unlon, and the Sheffield and
Scottish Philatelic Societies.

No. 116, VoL X.

AUGUST 1o,

1900. [PRICE 2d.]

Wlell=known Dhilatelists.

No. 8.—Mx. T. W. HALL.

Mr. T. W. Hall, it is needless to explain, is our
leading specialist in South Americans, to whom all
moot points referring to the stamps of that con-
tinent are referred. He is
one of the large class of

consideration of these cases that he became gradu-
ally drawn into a closer and deeper study of
stamps than before.

In 1894 he joined the International Philatelic
Union, and in 1895 becams a member of the Phi-
latelic Society, London, and was elected to serve
on the Council of the latter in 1898 and 1899,

In the meantime, Mr. Hall had been specialising
and studying the stamps of
the South American Conti-
nent, leaving Central Ame-

{;hilatelic lawyers, and in
is case the interest in
stamps is partly attribut-
able to the very fact that
ke is a lawyer, as will-be
explained further on. His
father was the head master
of Reed's Grammar School
at Corby in Lincolnshire,
w here the future philatelist
was born in 1861, It was
there that he first came
within the glamour of biue
and black Micariguas, tri-
angular Capes, and the
other stamps which form
such strong attractions for
beginners,

But between that time
and his reaching the age of
27 his interest was but in-
termittent, and was only
re-kindled by being pro-
fessionally engaged in seve-
ral matters connected with

e

. ricans severely alone, with
the result that he has now
the finest all-round collec-
tion of the countries com-
prised in that continent that
England can boast. His
best countries are probably
Peru, Uruguay, United
States of Colombia and
Argentine, in the order
named.

On two occasions Mr.
Hall has exbibited his
stamps, first at the London
Exhibition of 1897, when he
came off third best for
medals, being beaten by
Mr. H. J. White, who had
three gold - medais and one
silver, and by Mr. W. Dor-
ning Beckton, who got two
gold and two silver, whereas
Mr. Hall secured two gold,
one silver, and one bronze
medals (for Peru and the

our hobby. Une was the
form%ticn,in 1888, of & well-
known but short-lived Joint
Stock Company to conduct the sale of stamps by
auction; and apother, his defending a libel action
against a former Exchange manager of the I1.P.U.
over comments made by the gaid superintendent as
to the genuineness of certain surcharged stamps
.included in the exchange packet. It was in the

United States of Colombia).

On the second occasion, at
Manct ester last year, he got the first and
second awards in his class for Argentine and
Corrientes, and Curacao and. Surinam., He
has written several papers on philately, and these
have been mostly published in the pages of t.ltne
Loudon Philatelist,
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Recollections of 20 Years’
Stamp Dealing.

By TEropor BuHL.

( Continued from page 115.)

In turning from my own personal experiences

to an account of a large deal effected by a.

Continental dealer. 1 may here remark that
reprinte were not looked upon with any parti-
cular disfavour until recent years. To us a
stamp was a stamp, and whether original, re-|
mainder or reprint was immaterial.

The story of the Heligoland remainders and
reprints is known to most of the older dealers
but to very few collectors, When the ‘¢ schil-
ling "' series became obsolete and were replaced
by the new currency of pfennige and Marks,
the remainders were offered for sale and it
occured to the late Julius Goldner, of Hamnburg,
that there was a possibility of making a con-
siderable sum of money out of them. Goldner
was then adding to his income by dealing in
what we should now call a comparatively small
way, and he offered (I believe by telegram) a
sum equivalent to somewhere about £100 for the
lot ineluding the plates. I have never bsen able
to find cut how many *‘ remainders " he received,
_but, anyhow, his offer was accepted, and he
eventually made a considerable fortune by the
careful sale, first of the remainders, and, later
on, of the reprints. It is worthy of note that
all the latter were printed to his order at the
Government Printing Offices in Berlin, and it
is thorfore to be presumed that a record of
the numbers printed of each value is in
existence. Besides the ‘*‘schilling™ wseries
he also secured the remainders and platss
of the 1, 2 and 3 pfennig adhesives, the
10 pf. envelope, and the 3, 6 and 10 pf.
newsbands. As far as I am aware, the
last two were never reprinted, and I am not
quite sure that there is any difference in the
3 pfennig.

Goldner was a thorough business man, and,
of course, as his business grew, he negociated
some very large transactions. As long as you
took ‘¢ part exchange ” he was always keen on

any large stock or monopoly. Three compara- -

tively recent deals, all within a year or two of
his lamented death, occur to me. It is not so
long ago that the market was flooded with
quantities of some of the more modern (not the
ourrent) issues of Venezuela, especially the
_lithographed and surcharged series. Well, it
appears two men arrived in Hamburg from

"Gibbons that he should sell his business.

Venezuels with several trunks full of these
things and ‘‘put up” at a well known hotel.
Goldner was there at once, and as he saw no
likely buyers in Hamburg, he endeavoured to
trade as cheaply as possible, but, as he told me
himself af'oerwa.rds, it suddenly occurred to him
in the evening that I was in the habit of stay-
ing at this hotel, and he thought to himself,
““Suppose they stay there because they are
expecting Buhl?” It seemed so probable
to him that he closed at once on much better
terme than the vendors might otherwise have
secured. As it happens I knew absolutely no-
thing about the stamps or the business until
Goldner himself told me soms time afterwardas,
but I think that neither in this case nor in
that of the Peruvian remainders did he
secure the entire control of the market. It
was only a year or so before his death that he
suddenly rushed off to Madrid, and within two
days of his arrival he had purchased the entire
stock of the largest dealer in Spain, and was
sorting and packing it up. For many years
he frequently visited England and did large
business.

Another “remainder' lot in which there
were no reprints passed throngh my hands, but
not all at one time. The three * Constanti-
nople " locals, red, green and blue, were in the
possession of a gentleman named Stampa, a
most appropriate name under the circum-
stances, but he made a mistake in not pro-
ducing the whole lot at once. For the fiirst
parcel 1 gave him £50—then, I think, £20 or
£25, and I forgeu the rest, but they worked out
at I suppose somewhere about 1s. per 1000.
They are worth more now.

Still another was the Sierra Leone lilac
stamps surcharged “Rgvnxvz,” and the 1s.
green surcharged ‘“6s.” I hought this lot by
post for £65, and sold them, before I had re-
ceived them, for £130 to a gentleman whois
still well known in London philatelic circles.
I may here mention that the ‘‘Revenue
stamps were never used postally, in fact they
were never issued at all, but the *“5s.” on la.
may have been so used, because some were
issued and they were available for both postal
and fiscal purposes. This is the reason why all
the remainders were cancelled with a red line.
There was no reason to cancel the ¢ Revenues ”
as they had not been available for use.

One of the most important deals among
dealers was the purchase of the bus:ness of
Stanley Gibbons Ltd. by Mr. Chas. J. Phﬂ.hpe,
and the history of this transaction will pro-
bably interest the majority of mny readers. It
was in 1889 that I first suggested to Mr. E. S.
He
had just completed hie ‘‘jubilee,” and was a
successful man, anxious and able to retire,
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The result of our conversation was that Mr.
Gibbons offered me the whole business, as it
stood, for £20,000 cash. I spent two months
or more taking a list of the stock and making
a valuation. I climbed up ladders, examined
and valued drawers upon drawers full of stamps,
went through the books, and in fact I was
there every afternoon, frequently taking tea or
supper with My, Gibbons and the late Mrs.
Gibbons, and often finishing the conversa-
tion at my club in Pall Mall,

It wasat this club that, having finished my
labours, I offered Mr. Gibbons £18,000 for his
business ; all I could make it worth in those
days. He asked me if I meant thereby to
refuse the business at £20,000, and foolishly 1
said ‘‘ Yes,” Mr. Gibbons thereupon replied
that the price was now £25,000, and as it
seemed impossible to deal at the figure I let the
matter drop. I still have the onginal papers,
including many in Mr. Gibbons’ own hand-
writing giving lists of his takings and trane-
actions since the foundation of the business.
Mr, Charles J. Phillips, whom I had visited on
more than one occasion at Edgbaston, was then
employed in the Birmingham assay office, and
no one had any idea that he would blossom
forth as a London Stamp Dealer. My earliest
recollections of Phillips are when he used to
write to me for such things as 2s. 6d. packets of
fiscals, which I presume he made up into
packets for shops. Anyhow, he got hold of the
business, although others, including a still very
well known philatelist, were endeavouring to
obtain it for flotation as a limited company,
and make me the Managing Director. It
would be out of place to go into the details
of Mr. Phillips’ arrangements with Mr.
Gibbons, but it is to his credit that he obtained
the business for flotation as a private limited
liability company, without paying down any
considerable sum of money, and that he has,
after removing it from the old historical address,
8, Gower Street, made it one of the largest and
most successful stamp-dealing concerns in the
world. The regret is mine, but I do not blame
myself so much as I blame those against whom
I had to contend at the time.

(To be continued.)

Spain.

THE STAMPS OF THE CARLIST

INSURRECTION.

By Gro. B, Dokrsr.
(Continued from page 119.)

Further successes of the royal armies led to
the establishment of the headquarters of the
internal postal service at Tolosa in Guipozcon,
that is on Spanish soil, on 16th July, 1874,
and here we find the first decree published
for an issue of Carlist stamps on 9th February,
1876.

For this issue two stamps were prepared, one
of 1 real brown for franking letters of
15 grammes fromn one province to another,
the other of 50 centinos green for franking
letters of 15 grammes within a province.
The paper is thin and thick.

Issur orF 1st MarcH, 1875.

Laureated head of Don Carlos to the right in
a broad white circle on solid ground surrounded
by a thin coloured line; at the top ‘' DIOS

" PATRIA REY " (God, Country and King),

at the bottom ¢ ESPANA,” with value at both
sides in white letters on solid ground ; in two
of the four corners, fleur de lis, and at the
side Greek borders. The stamps are litho-
graphed and printed in colour on thin and thick
bluish white wove paper, imperforate.
50 centimos, green, light green, yellow-green, on
thin paper.
50 centimos, green, light green, emerald green,
on thick paper.
1 real, brown, dark brown, on thick paper.
The 50 centimos is said to exist in blue, but
I believe this is a chemical changeling.

_0—
For the Province of Catalonia.

Shortly after the entry of the Royal armies
into the province of Catalonia an independent
postal service was established, but instead of
forwarding all foreign letters to Bayonne, they
were sent to Prats-de-Mollo, a small French
town to the morth of the Pyrenees. All cor-
respondence had to be sent as before in two
envelopes.

An official decree states that a special stamp
to be used solely for the province of Catalonia
would be issued on 15th April, 1874.

IssvE oF 16Tu ApriL, 1874,

Head of Don Carlos to the right on horizon-
tally lined background in an oval; at the top
«PDIOS. PATRIA. REY.” in a curved band ;
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at the bottom ‘*CORREOS. 16 M8 VU ”
(copper maravedes); on the right hand side
*“CATALUNA,” and cn the left ‘“ANO
DE 1874,” all in coloured letters on white
ground in straight labels., Lithographed in
sheets of 100 stamps. Printed in colour on
white wove paper. Imperforate.

16 maravedes vellou ( real) rose, bright rose,

Defective transfers have occasioned the fol”
lowing minor varieties :
DIOS. PAIRIA. RFY. D108. PATRIA. RFY.

DIOS, PAIRIA. KFY. DIOS. PATRIV, REY.
ANO, EN instead of ANO DE.

10 maravedes instead of 16m.
_0_
For the Province of Valencia.

Fresh victories over the republican troops
led the royal armies into the province of
Valencia, and for this province also a special
stamp was issued.

IssuE oF SEPTEMBER, 1874,

Head of Don Carlos to the right in an oval,
the background of which is formed by hori-
zontal lines ; from this oval lines radiate to the
outer lines of the frame. At the top in a
curved scroll “ ESPANA VALENCIA,” and at
the bottom also in a curved seroll ** CORREOS
4+ REAL” in coloured letters on white ground;
at both sides of the oval are flours de lis.
Lithographed and printed in colour on white
wove paper, imperforate.

} real, rose, dark rose. Two varieties.

Type I

The top scroll touches the outer line of the
frame.

Espana and Valencia are two distinet words.

There are 31 horizontal lines to the left of
the head in the oval and culy 29 to the right.

Thers are three distinct lines over the hoad
in the oval.

Type 11

The top scroll does not touch the outside line
of the frame.

There is no space between Kspana and
Valencia.

There are 34 horizontal lines to the left of
the head in the oval and 32 lines to the right.

There are only two lines over the head in the
oval. Both varieties appear on the sheet side
by side.

The next issue is rather a debatable one.
Some writers assert the stamps were made by
dealers, who had obtained the stone; others
say the stamps were printed in time, although
very few were used, as the end of the insurrec-

tion was drawing near. Be that as it may, I
will describe them, as they are given in most
catalogues and have been printed from another
stone.

Issvg or JuNE or JurLy, 1875.

Very similar in design to the last issue.
Printed in colour on white wove paper. Im-
perforate.

# real, red, vermilion. Two varieties.

Type I

The top and bottom scrolls touch the outside
lines of the frame.

There are 43 lines to the left and 41 lines to
the right of the head in the oval.

There are four lines over the head in the
oval.

The right-hand fleur de lis is 4 mm. larger
than the one on the left,

Type I1.

The top scroll is § mun, distant from the out”
gide line of the frame.

There are 30 lines to the left and 29 lines to
the right of the head in the oval.

There are only three lines over the head in
the oval.

Both the fleurs de lis are of the same size.

The figure of value is very near to the word
‘¢ real.”

Error:

3 real instead instead of ) real vermilion.
Type L. only.

—_——

Besides the foregoing stamps quite a nwnber
of official franking dies were used. They con-
gist as & tule of a large oval with coat of arins
in tha middle and varying inscriptions for the
various provincss and armies, the post oftice,
the different offices connected with the court,
and last but not least, the King, Queen, and a
host of other high officials. It is said that be-
tween 40 and 50 exist.

—_0—

Whether any envelopas were issued before
the end of the insurrection is a very oot
point, Some writers affirm they were pro-
visionals, and used on account of the exhaus-
tion of the stock, others are just as certain that
they were never used officially, although they
admit that they wore intended to be issued ;
still others say they are rank forgeries emanat-
ing from Paris. I have seen two used enve-
lopes, which appeared to be genuinely and

- legitimately used ; it is however a long time

ago, and to-day I might detect a flaw which I
overlooked in my younger days. Unused
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specimens, even in the entira stat: are some-
times found. but no; so oit:n as, sy Sto 1Y
_YEnrs ago,

A Spanish authority states thns thsy were
only usad in the two fortressss of Cantavizja
and” Villahermosa, the former sarrendering to
the republican forces on the G:h of June, 1574,
and the latter on the 23ih of Octobsr of the
sAIMEe  year,
stock of ordinary stamps runaing out.

Couat of arms of Spain in a circle ; at the top
in & curved band *“CARLO3 SEPTIMO,”
above which in a straight labzl ©* CORREOS ;"
underneath the circle 1 o carved band * REY
pE LAsx ESPANAS” below which “1TRES
CUARTOS” in a straight fabel; all the in-
seriptions and the whole design in colour on
various coloured papar.  They wore dons by
hand.

Issve oF 1874,
3 cuartos blue.

Ohliterdtions.

With regard to the oblitarations, 1 hold only
those for genuina, which consist of a five-
pointed star with a fieur de lis in the contra, in
blue or black, or of the name dies of towns
within the revolted proviness.  With hoth,
however, great care has to be taken, as nuinerous
forgeries exist. These stamps are often found
with a black oblitzration consisting of a
diamon 1 surrounded by dotx, and then offered,
of course, st enhanced prices, as genuinely
usad Carlist stamps.  This obliteration is a very
common Spanish one, generally used on news-
papers, and I am led to belisve was used to
cancel the stamps on Carlist letters falling into
the hands of the republican forees, and later on
by dealers, Personally 1 believe they are all
forged.

{ To be continued.)

THE 12 CENTS HAWAIL

Tt is reported that a spaculator has considerately
bought up from the Huwaii postotlice the
entire lot of 12 cants stamps ramaining on
hand early in May. The number is estimated
at about 40,0000 spzcimens, and the censh in-
vested, roughly, £1000. Since the Hawaiian
Islands ara now using the stamps of the United
States, there will of courss be no further noed
for printing any wore of thisstamp, Collectors
who have not yet szcared a spzeciman must be
in no hurry to correct ths omission. The past
history of such spzculations proves that it takes
two or thres years before ths cornerad articles
are sold helow facz value.

They ware nzcessitatxd by tha

Blow Wraves to Cut.

The Postage Stamts, Envelopes, Wrappers, Posteards,
and Telegraph Stamps of the British Colonies,
Possessions wind Preotectarates in Africa. Part 1L
Compiled and Published by the Philatelic
Society, London. 181 pp. 16s.

W havo waited lony for the second part of
this greas study of ths stimps of ths British
Coloniss in Africa, bat wa are amply compan-
satel for tha delay by th2 compendious and
painstaking manner in which the work which
now lies before us has basn produced. 1In
every way, sava perhaps in the mattsr of the
iilussrations, this boaok is quite up to the
stantdard of tha othar works proluced by the
Sselsty.  Thos thirtzon photo-masbzotyps plates
and the coloured aatotyps plate showing the
entize sheoets of the Mauritius 1d. and 2d.
sopost paid 7 re-engraved  of 1843, are all
exczllent, tha lnstar espocially.

The Coloniss, etz comprisad in this part ara
G unbia, Gold Coast, Griqualand East, Grigqua-
lanl West, Lawos, Madagascar, Matubeleland,
Mairitius, and Natal.  The stamps of the
Brizish Consular Mail of Madagasear, and also
the British Inland Mail stamps of 1895 are very
carsfully described and illustrated; the reference
list of the Consular Mail stamps  includes
several varisties not mentioned in Gibbony’
list. As it is not the officy of the London
Society to ignote speeulative issues, the stwnps
of the ** British Inland Mail,” issued in
January and in March, are included.

The stwnps of Matabosleland are very easily
deseribed ; and it is probably news to most
collectors who confine themselves to postage
stamps, that this coantry bas issued any stamps
at all; but as a matter of fact, thres private
tolograph  stamps were issued by Reuter's
azent, Captain Charles L. Norris - Newman, at
Buluwayo, on 23th March, 1804, The stamps
arz of thres denominasions—2s. &ll, ds., and
10:., airl wers printed by the cyclosiyle pro-
cess all on ths samz sheet, six of cach valus in
horizonta! rowa of six.  Only 89 shezts were
printad, making 3990 of et value, and of tiese
only about 33 5 wore usz1; thoy should be of
consirderable rarity.

PPerhaps the moss interssting part of tha hook
ia that dovotad to Natal, which embodies a
papzr by Mr. J6. D. Bacon that has not hither-
to baan published. Moss of the information
concerning  that other  imporiant  Colony
Muuritius, was real bofore the London Socioty
in the forin of a paper, by its author, Major
Ervany, four years ago, aml afterwards published
in the Philatelic Record, and is thercfore robbed
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of its novelty. Throughout, the raference lists
of the stamps and stationery must, of course,
be acceptad a8 the inost reliable yet published ;
and while, in some instances, varieties are
onmitted which have hithsrto been accepted as
authentic, in other cases the character of some
stamps which have been thought questionable
is now cleared up, as for instance, the sur-
charged 1d. on 4d. Gold Coast. . But it is
noticenble that the standing of stamps in this
category 18 not strengthened as a rule by any
fresh evidence, but by the amount of credence
which the compilers have attached to evidence
of which we were already in possession.

>

-—0_—

Hinton's Hints on Stamp Collecting. An A.B.C. of

Philately.  Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged.

116 pages illustrated. 1s. ‘

London :—F, Nister, 28, Paternoster Row.

This is the second edition of the handy little

book which Mr. T. H. Hinton (known to all

members of the I.P.U. as their indefatigable

secretary) has published for the assistance of

beginners—and others ; the ‘‘*others” will un-

doubtedly find it a useful reference book at
times.

=

It is a considerable improveruent on the first
edition, contains more information, more illus-
trations, and is hound in cloth. ** Stamps that
Puzzle Collectors™ is a new feature which is
sure to be appreciated by beginners, and it is pro-
fusely illustrated. The author must have risked
a little safe vaticination when he wrote under
““South African Repmblic” that the stamps
have been surcharged ¢ V.IR.1.” on the British
occupation in 190, considering that the book
must have been in the press six weeks ago.
But events have proved that the statement is

evening only. Appended is a List of Exhibits,
from which it will be seen that a philatelic
treat was given to the public.

Asnsistance was given to the Exhibition by
the Hon. Postinaster-General, who granted
his patronage and also allowed five frames from
the Departinent to be exhibited. They con-
tained statistics and photos of the Post Offices
of Melbourne, Bendigo, Ballarat, Geelong, and
other cities and towns in the Colonies, and con-
tained present and obsolete stamps unused to
the face value of £2971.

The Government Printer exhibited a frame of
stamps in a large cedar case size 7 feet x & feet,
and contained unused stamps to value of
£1760. He also exhibited plates of 1d. rose,
6d. blue, and 1s. 6d. orange, in copper, brass,
and nickel respectively, and also a sheet of each
value along with them. These exhibits of the
Government Printer and four from the post
oftice were prepared for the Great Britain
Exhibition and returned to this Colony.

The Trustees of the Public Library also sent
a frame containing unused Victorian stamps
hefore 1862, some of which are in good condi-

" tion, while others have been spoilt by the sun
, and water,

During the afternoon and evening a pro-
menade concert was given, and it greatly added
to the success of the affair.

The members of the Society were pleased
with the success, and at the last meeting a vote

“of thanks was passed to Mr. D. S. Abraham,

correct. Mr. Hinton seems to have the knack -
of finding out what stamp lore heginners are
most likely to find useful, and he puts it before
them in a lucid and pointed manner. ‘

The [Philatelic Dociety of
DVictoria Erbibition.

The above Society held an Exhibition on
Saturday, 26th May, at the Old Cowt Studijo,
Town Hall Building, Swanston Street, Mel-
hourne, to celehrate the Jubilee of the issue of
Stamnps in Victoria, and it proved a great
success. The attendance at the Exhibition
numbercd over 1000 in the one afternoon and
evening.

This is the second Exhibition held |

in Vigtoria and by the Society, the first being |

on 15th September, 1894, and as on the former |

occasion it was open for the one afternoon and

T the Hon. Secretary of the Society, for the able

manner he had carried out the details of the
Exhibition, and also to Messrs. J. Davis,
F. A. Jackson, and Cr. H. Weedon for the
assistance they had given to bring about the
qresult achieved.

LISTS OF EXHIBITS.

ABRAHAM, D. S.—Collection of Western Aus-
tralia contained in 13 sheets, and amongst them
were included 1d. black, pair and single, unused;
2d. chocolate {five copies), 4d. blue (five copies)
used, and block of twelve unused; 6d. bronze
(eight copies, including two pairs); 1s. oval (eight
copies, pairs and shades), and also 1d. black,
2d. vermilion, 4d. blue, fd. brcunze, and 1s. oval,
rouletted. A page of original envelopes contained
1d. black, rouletted; 2d. chocolate, and pair of
6d. blue (2nd issue). All later issues are well
represented, the unused copies being prominent
. throughout ; amongst the later issues were in-
cluded block of four and strip of three, id. sur-
charged in red and green on 3d., watermark Cr.
and CC.

ABRAHAM, ], S.—Proof sheet of 4d., emblem
Victoria, wove paper, imperforate.

BLackBoURN, PErcy.—Frame of asso
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tralians, including South Australia strip of three
4d., watermark 'V " and Crown, and pair of
6d. black Victoria, postage at sides, Sydrey
Views.

BorNEFIELD, J.—A fine collection of Canadians
and reconstructed plates of Great Britain, 1d. black
2d. blue, perf. and imperf.; 1d. red-brown, perf
and imperf, and 1d. rose, &c.

BRETTSCHNEIDER, W.—Transvaals and German
States.

CoHEN, C.—Twelve sheets of unused early issues
of Victoria, including halt lengths in various
shades, Queen on Throne, emblems, 5s. blue on
yellow, 1ud. slate, 6ad. beaded oval, orange, 3d lake,
8d. on 9d. laureated, &c.

Corr, ] R.—The most recent issues of Sarawak,
2 cents to 1 dollar. Federated Malay States,
1 cent to 25 dollars. Gold Coast, 3s. and 10s.
Trinidad, 5s. New Zealand, Postage Dues, §d. to
2s, and others. Postcards of European and
Central and South American Countries.

Cuarman, C.—Frame of assorted Australians,
including some fine copies.

Davis, ] —Two frames of early Australians; one
fine frame contained only rare stamps in pairs,
inciuding Sydney Views, 1d.; Van Deeman's
Land, 1d., impert., S.A., &c.

DeaviLLg, E. A.—New Zealand stamps in three
frames (these exhibits were most artistically
arranged).

DEerrICK, A. ].—Specimen IL.eaves from his
Album, which 1included Victoria 6d. orange,
beaded oval (three copies); 5s. blue on yellow
(two copies) ; 4d. beaded oval, one pair imperf.
and two copies rouletted on original paper; 1d.
and 4d emblems, star watermark, rouletted. A
page of registered N.S.'W.. used and unused, perf.
and imperi. A fine page of 4d. octag. Tasmania,
Ist issue, used and unused. A plate of Victoria
2d., Queen on Throne, engraved; also copy of
Hobart Teuwn Gazette of 1829 with the Duty Stamp
attached, and 67 sheets of Postcards, Envelopes
and Wrappers of Australian Colonies.

Donse, C. B.—Sydney Views, laureated and
diadem issue of N.S.W. Early Victorians in
blocks and strips, used and unused; unused
Ceylon and Dritish Colonials; early Australians
on original covers, and an engraving of Melbourne
Post Office of 185¢ by Thomas Ham.

ELLis, C. \WW.—Sheet of 2d. Victoria, mauve, on
green paper, &c.

FowLEr., Dr, W.—Caricature Postcards of South

States (six sheets); N.S, W, 2d. {1886) on stamp
duty paper, and Tasmania (1889, 3d. on 1d. rose,
and also early envelopes of Great Britain, Mauri-
tius and Ceylon, all unused, and three plates
iengraved and two lithographed) 2d Victoria,
Type 11., 1852, These exhibits were contained in
twenty frames and comprised 2500 stamps.

Jackson, F. A.—Collection of British India
almost comyplete. Complete set of Scinde District
Post ; unused sheets of the following :—8 annas,
surcharged ¢ On H.M 5., watermark Elephant’s
Head : } anna, surcharged “ },” provisional issue;
{1 anna carmine, blocks of 1 rupee Service and
9 pies carmine. Complete set in pairs, unused, of
Postal Service Stamps.

Kerson, A. J.—Some nnused Victorians and
original Envelopes with Cuban stamps posted
during Spanish-American War.

Kexyepy, H.—Queensland Duty Stamps, from
3d. to £500, used, also some philatelic curiosities.

McDoNaLp, A —A fine collection of rare Aus-
tralian stamps, including Victoria 6d. orange {two
copies) ; 5s. blue on yellow; 5s. blue and red, un-
used ; emblems 1d. green, perf., watermark star,
3d. beaded oval, laid paper, unused; Sydney
View (four unused) ; Mauritius Post Paid, 2d. blue;
U.S., 1869, Lincoln, 90 cents, unused. This cel-
lection included only fine copies and was full of
rarities,

RuxpeLL, W. R.—Varied collection of Victorian
stampz on original covers, including the 1st issues
1d. and 2d. in early and rare shades of colour, also
the 4d. of 1885 printed in the colour of the 2d. of
the same date, a genuine error ; also three plates
{one engraved) of the two pence Queen on
Throne. N.S.W., 48 Sydney Views on original

_ covers. including the variety of 2d. with ¢ Crevit"

l

I

African War, and Pictorial Postcards of Battle of !

Waterloo.

Hirr, D. H.—Specimens of Victorian Postage
Stamps, used : Victorian. Duty Stamps, 4d. to £1,
unused; 3d. to £100, used; obsolete Victorian
stamps in blocks and strips of four, used ; Postage
Due Stamps, unused : Fee Stamps, unused ; obso-
lete issues of N.S.\W., Tasmania, Queensland,
S.A.,, New Zealand, and W.A., unused, and sheets
of the following :—Fiji, 2 cents and 6 cents, 1872
issue; S.A., 4d. on 1d. green, 1882 issue; Labuan,
2 cents rose, and Gambia 4d. green; Indian Native

omitted ;. laureated 3d., watermark 2; used and
unused W. A, New Zealand, and South Australia
stamps.

WHELEN, A. 8, A.—Spain. A very fine col-
lection, including 1850 issue, complete; 1851 issue,
including 5, 6 and 10 reales. Madrid, 1 cuartos
bronze ; 1954 issue, including 2 ctos. on greenish
paper: 1860, 1862, 1464 and 1865 issue, almost
complete, including all 19 cuartos; 1868, Habili-
tado, 25 mils. blue, 50 lilac, 50 brown, 1873-
187+, Carlist stamps, used ; 1889, 1 peseta, imperf,
on original entire cover. Fernando Poand Philip-
pine Isles.

South African First Republic. 34 copies, mostly
used and many fine copies. British Occupation,
V.R. surcharge, 26 copies, including many errors.
Transvaal, complete, used and unused. Second
RRepublic, 24 copies, old type; Republic 1887, high
values, 2s. 6d., 5s., 10s. and 20s.

Orange Free State. 1868 and 1877 sets com-
plete.  1881-82 issue, including inverted sur-
charges, 1d. on §s., also varieties, 3d. on 4d.
I.ater issues almost complete.

The exhibits by this gentleman were very fine
and included 932 stamps, all fine copies.

For the above report we are indebted 'to the kindness
of Mr. D. 8. Abraham, Hon. Becretary,of the Philatelie
Society of Yictoria.
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The Fimportation of Current
3ssucs

A WARNING TO COLLECTORS.

It is impossible to blink ‘'he fact that
mary collect ars of stamps are merely specu-
iators who take only thoss stamps which-
they fondly believe will improve in value!!
They have no interest in stamps for them-
selves, but they hope to have a goud interest”
in the near future on their cash outlay..
Such people have been attracted by the
enormous increase in value which nearly all

kinds of stamps have had during the past
ten to fifteen years, and the class of specu-
lators is almost entirely a new one which has
sprung up during the last decade of the
century.

Since the West Indian bubble which
affected many speculators in such an un-
pleasant manner they have been casting
ai-cut feverishly for some country, or group
of countries, whose stamps they could
exploit in « similar manner. ‘They have
been unsuccessful in this, and as they have
no particular philatelic instincts they have
taken the rather peculiar step of *‘going
in ” for unused Colonials of current issues.
This is a very easy thing to do, as it requires
no knowledge whatever ; but for this very
reason it is extremely deubtful if the specu-
lators will make the profit they expect, yet
the fact remains that many people have
decidedly come to the conclusion that they
will make a very good thing by stocking
immense quantiiltes of unused Colonials,
with the consequence that current issues
are being imported actually by hundreds of
thousands, in the hope of their becoming
rate! ‘The number impoited by dealers is
but a fraction of what are being hoarded by
private speculators.

VWhen there is a rumour that *he stamps
of any colony are likely to be changed,
hundreds of pounds are immediately on the
way there. As often as not the rumour is
groundless, but the next time it crops up, a
tew more hundreds are sent out. ‘The argu-
ment is of course that the 1/- Grenada of
1883 is now worth about 25/-, therefore it
is clearly a smart thing to import a few
hundred sets of the present issue. A mo-
ment’s reflecticn would show these specu-
lators that it is not smarf, but a catain way
of making them swart, though in a different
sense.

It will Le no exaggeration to say that for
every single unused Colonial Linported only
hive years ago, «quite 500 are brought over
now, and as we have said before, it is not
the dealers who are working this change,
but the little army of singularly short-sighted
speculators, who each apparently think that
they are the only ones at the game. Hun-
dreds of these people think nothing of
sending five and ten-pound rotes to dif-
ferent postmasters and getting entire sheets,
which they put aside until they become
obsolete.  Iiven shippers of ordinary mer-
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chandise have their remittances made at
times in unused paostage stamps ot different
denominations, and these they dispose of at a
profit of about 24 9, which pays them very
well,

If these practices had been in vogue
twenly years ago many unused Colonials of
that date weuld certainly be attainable now
at less than face value, just as many of the
present day are likely to be in 1910,
Complete sets of the U.S. Columbus issue
of 1392 can now be bought at auction, un-
used, at a fraction under 1ace, yet they were
in use but a very short time, and were not
speculated in  any more than British
Colonials are to-day.

It is quite true that many issues which
became obsolete only two years ago are now
worth an advance on their face value The
reason for this is partly because over-stock:
ing of current issues has only become acute
during the past cighteen months, and partly
because many private holders of such stamps
have not unloaded vyet. It is an in-
variable rule, when an issue becomes obso-
lete, for dealers to put practically double
prices upon them immediately, and »lmost
as invariably during the past year or two, the
prices have gradually given way, because
speculators unload when they want money
or get nervous ; but they have not ail un-
loaded yet by any means. We must warn
our readers that very few unused Colonials
which have only become obsolete during the
past five years are at all safe investments,
and that the older stamps, besides being far
more interesting, will show a far better
return, where an investmient is sought, than
current Colonials even at face value will
yield.

There is one consolation whizh must be a
comfort for large holders of current
Colonials, and that is that obsolete stamps
are rarely demohetized in British Colonies,
and that they are almost sure to be worth
face in the Colonies to which they belong
—even ten years hence.

- L T

NOTES.

Messrs, Puttick & Simpson’s auction rooms,
which have been practically rebuilt, are new
ready. (ne, the larger, is to be used for the
aale of furniture, pictures, &c., and the smaller
for stamps, coins, books, and bric-a-bruce of the

lesser kind. Both are beautifully fitted and
decorated, and show a yreat improvement on
the old style. The larger room, hy the way,
was the studio of Sir Joshua Reynolds, who
lived in the house for the greater part of his
life. It is interesting to reflect that this ren-
dezvous of philatelists, and collectors of old
pictures, prints, musical instruments, furniture,
&c., was once the great meeting place for all
the fashion, beauty and talent of the time of
Sir Joshua Reynolds. Dr. Johnson, David
Gurrick, Goldsmith, and many other men
whose names will never die, have met fre-
yuently in the very room at No. 47, Leicester
Square, in which the stamp sales are now held.

Reading the reminisconces of an old phil-
atelist in the NStamp  Collecters’ Forlnightiy
relative to the very first auction sale, held by
Sotheby, Wilkinson and Hodge, at 13,
Wellington  Street, Strand, in March, 1872,
recalls an amusing incident recounted in the
FPhilutelical Journal of April, 1872, A rare
U.S. Local was being sold at this sale, and ag
the bidding advanced, the auctioneer, who was
more used to disposing of pictures and works
of art, ventured to recommend the stamp as
“DLeautifully engraved,” which created grear
laughter, for it was a foully hideous thing and
the engraving apparently done by a * blind
man with a skewer.”

M. Cuyette, the secretary of the Paris
Philatelic Exhibition, has issued an appeal to
English philatelists to support the coming show
at the Hiaitel de la Société Nationale d’Hor-
ticulture. He reminds themn that DPhilately
*should remain outside of politicsl events
periodically occuring in all parts of the world.
All those who have faith in it, all who rightly

" consider it as an active agent of civilization and

of international fraternity, hold it rerupulously
aloof from the conflicts of the moment.” All
this is very true, but the fact remains that
English collectors and dealers have not so far
responded with any great cordiality to this in-
vitation of our Parisian friends, and there is
not the slightest doubt that the attitude of the
French press towards our Queen and Country
{sv quickly modified when the exhibition opened)
has left a great number of Englishmen with
but little desire to visit Paris, though they may
wish every success to the Paris Philatelic Ex-
hibition. Another cause of this aloofness
among possible English exhibitors is the risk
which might be incurred, the experiences of
some of the exhibitors at London and Man-
chester being that many delicately coloured
stamps deteriorated appreciably during the few
days they were on view.
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The French and English philatelic press have
both scrupulously avoided any reference to
politics, but in the United States they are not
so particular. The Virginie Fhilutelist, for
instance, makes a paragraph about the British
War Fund Auctions and War Stamps. *“To
have a rewl war on hand—though it be only

against a handful of freemen—hus been enough .

to disturb the equanimity of the Britisher and
drive him into hysterics What will
Johnny Bull resort to next to ‘raise a wind’ ?
Were national honour a part of his stock in
trade we would suggest that he put that on the
market—but alas!” If national honour is a
commodity of the open market, the Americans
would do well to watch that market carefully,
The Virginia Phiiatelist is nicely printed and
the advertisements are interesting.

The following letter, which appeured in the
Globe newspaper on 30th July last, relates to a
subject which must have frequently excrcised
the minds of patriotic philatelists. The writer
presents the subject in a forcible light.

Sir,—It is said that a straw will show
which way the wind is blowing, and the dis-
cord at the Cape is being freely discussed
everywhere. Looking through a stamp album,
one1s struck with the fact that all the issues of
stamps of Cape of Good Hope are **adorned
with a fancy figure of a lady, said to represent
“ Commerce,” but who bears a striking iikeness
to ** Liberty,' used by our neighbours acruss the
channel, and with a variety of views and
heraldry, but none of the stamps have anything
whatever to denote that they are the issue of a
British Colony, properly calied Cape Colony, and
governed by Her Majesty our QQueen. Her
Majesty's portrait adorns the stamps of Canada,
of India, ail the Australian Colonies, Ceylon,
New Zealand, and many others, but not one of
the Cape stamps! Does not this serve to show
the disloyalty of these veiled rebels? The
“ Bond ' is at the bottom of this, and it is a
matter which thé authorities should see altered
forthwith. A portrait of our Queen and their
Queen on every stamp these rebels had to buy
would impress upon their minds the fact that
they are living under the British Flag, and any
sneaking regard for Republican ideas are out of
place, and had better be taken elsewhere. My
belief is that the question of suzerainty could
never have been raised if all the stamps used in
the Transvaal had been impressed with the
Queen’s head; as we have it here. Let us insist
that any future issue of stamps by Cape Colony
shall bear a portrait of our Queen, which will
act as a gentle reminder to the disloyal.

Yours faithfully,

July 28. D.N.

Under this heading e chronicle only those
staumps which to the best of onr belief have
actwelly appeared.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

British South Africa. The 4d. of the small
design has now appeared; the colour is bistre.

Adhesive. 4d. bistre,

Great Britain —The new 1s. value was put on
sale at most post-offices ahout the seccnd week in
July. The design appears precisely the same as
before, but instead of lLeing printed in green it
appears now with a green centre, and the rest of
the stamp in carmine-red. It is printed as before
in panes of 120, surrounded with a double line, the
inner one car.ine-red and th: onter green.  Accord-
ing to the Plilatelic Itecord, the imprimatur
sheet was registered at Somerset IHouse on
April 12th.

Adhesive. 12 carmine and green.

Ceylon. ZEwen's Weekly Stamp News states
that the 15¢. has now appeared in bright blue and
is in the same type as the 15c. sage green.

Adhesive, 13c, bri-ht blue.

India. Bussahir. The M./. describes more
changes which have taken place in the postal issues
of this State. The § anna and 1 anna have been
changed to vermilion, and the latter is printed from
a new stone, the design showing up much better
than before. The designs of the 2 an-l 4 annas have
been re-drawn, with inscriptions the same as before
except that the word ** PostTaGe’ is substituted for
“8tamp.” Of the 2 annas there are further two
distinct types. The first was printed in little
Llocks of four, coloured orange-yellow, and each
stamp separately drawn ; while the second is printed
in sheets of 50, ten horizontal rows of five, coloured
brown, and the word "*do”’ {Arabic for *‘ two'")
added before the numeral, thus—*do (2) annas,”
instead of **2 annas,” only. The 4a. 15 printed in
sheets of 28 stamps, and also differs from the 1896
issue in several paiticulars.

The AMonthly Journal also chronicles several
more varieties of monogram colouring, and of per-
foration, etc. The List is as follows :—

A.thesives.

la. vermilion, type of 1896, monagram mauve, pin perf.
8a. brown, - blue-green imperf,
12a, deep green, mauve, perf,

»” "
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Types of 1899-1900.

moenogram mauve, imper{ aud pin perf.

.

violet ..
blue (varying)

ja.
$a.

la, dull olive " - . -

{a. vermilion ” " LI .

1n, " . - i "

2a, orange-yellow w  TOde e .

2a. brown " manve .

4a. claret e rose "

4z, ., b ImaGve

Cockin. The Al J. mentions the postcard of the

1898 type, but printed in carmine on buff ; and says
that they are issued in pairs which can be used as
reply-paid cards.

Post Card. 2 pies. carmine on buff,

Aishenghar. The A1 ] has received from Mr.
W. T. Wilson the 1a. in the first type, in blue, on
the same thin paper as the current stamps. Our
contemporary also states that the #a. described
recently as grey-blue, would be more correctly
termed bLluish slate.

Adhesives, § anna, bluish slate, pin perf.
]

blne, first type, imperf,

"

Mauritius. A provisional 4¢. stamp, made by
surcharging the 16¢. chestnut **4 cents’ in two
lines, with the original value crossed out by a bar,
was issued on 30th lay last. If these were in-
tended to mneet a public demand for this value, this
object was defeated by eager speculators immedi-
ately buying up the whole issue, of which onlya
limited number is said 10 have bzen issuecl,

Adhesive. 4 cents on lfc. chiestnut,

New Zealand. The 2d. of the 1842 1ype,
and the &d. Dbluck, are being issued on the thick
paper of the new issue, with watermark double
lined N Z, and star.  The 2d. with watermark
sideways which we mentioned last month, appears to
be a variety of this re-issue.  The Indian Philatclist
learns from its New Zealand correspundent that the
24d. blue, the 5d. red Lrown, the 6d. green, 8d. deep
blue, 9d. purple, 2s. blue-green, and as. vermilon,
as well as the 4d. brown and blue already chronicled,
are being 1ssued nos locally printed on the unwater-
marked paper and perl. 11, The 3d. and 1s. Lon-
don prints, it is stated, are still in use.

Adhesives.  1d. black [old type), sk, double lined ** N.Z.

and star™

2. purple " "
244, blue, local print, no
3d. red-brown
Gd. greert

dd. deep blue
8d. purple

24. blue-yreen
33, vernulion

.

winh., p:"rt'. 1.

Northern Nigeria. We have refrained from
chronicling these stamps hitherts, but now they
have reached England from the colony itself, we
think there can be no doubt that they have Leen
actually issued. Though we have not seen them,
we understand that the design is the usual Colonial
type, and the values as follows :—

Adhesives, §d. lilac and green.
4., red.
4., sellow,
24d. blue.
., brown.
6d. ,, violet.
18. green and black.
2+ 8d.  ,, blue.
0e. ., Lrown.

I

Orange River Colony. The 2d, 3d., 64.,
and 1s, surcharged * V.R.[.”" on Orange Free State
now appear with the overprinting in the second (or
third ?) setting of the type showing the varicty with
thick “ V" six times on each pane, and with the
stops after the letters < V.R.L " higher up. Of
the 3d. and 1d. there must have been twn settings
showing the thick “*V,’ as some we have seen
have the thick V's in different positions on the
pane, and with all the letters showing thicker,
though this may bLe accounted for by the printing.
In the 1s. value of this second setting the stop after
the vaiue ““1s.” is placed higher up like the stops
after the letters ““V.R.I," while in the first print-
ing this type appears only as a variely four times
{we believe) on each pane. The Philatelic Record
states that a few sheets of the 4d. were printed
from the *raised stops* setting, but is nat found
with thick **V *"; bat this value is now obsolete,
20, s, variety, thick - W.™
3d. blue =

6. blue .
1s. brown

Adhesives.

"

Sarawak. The A/ /. has reccived a new
reply-card of dc. with stamp in the typ: of the
current issue.

Past Card. 1 x Je,carmine on buff,

Transvaal. What we believe is the first
Transvaal stamp surcharged “V.R.L" has been
shown to us by a well-known collector, who re-
ceived it direct from his brother who is with the
army at the front. [t is the &1, greea overprinted
vertically ¢ V.R.—SPECIAL—POST" in bhlack.
‘Thzy were issued at Veyburg on the arrival of the
Lritish troops in that town, and though they may
1ot have been absolutely necessary, still they were
properly used  The whaole of the issue amounted to
24 stamps, all told.

The AM.j. has received six values of the Transvaal
stamps overprinted with the letters * V. R L.” in
thick capitals in black. ** They were put in circu-
lavion on the 18th of June, and consisted of the
stack that was found at Johannesharg. I'resident
Kruger having taken with nim all the stamps that
werein the post-office at Pretoria when he started
on his little railway ttip ™ There are said to be no
crrors of surcharge on these stamps, but the over-
print is not so nicely printzd as that on the Orange
Free S:ate stamps. e have since seen the other
vilues up to ls.

Adhesives. 4. green,

o, carmine and green,

2. lrown s

23d, Llue .
3d. lilac -
4d. sage green ,
6d. lilac .-
Is. ochre '

OTHER @OUNTRIES.

Austria. [lusgary. We have already chron-
icled the reply-card of 4 fil. with inscription in
HHungarian and Croatian, and now we note the
single card.

Post Card. 4 filler, brown on buff
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Afghanistan. The 37, /. chronicles the
1876-7 issue, dated 1294, on pliin wove paper;
hitherto these stamps have only been clironicled on
laid,

Adhesives. Shahi, green on white wove,
" yellow
Sunar, green
Abasi, ,,
irupee "
rupee ., "

1

Belgium. La Revue Ph. Belge a month or two
ago chronicled a change in the colours of Unpaid
Letter stamps, an’l as other journals have followed
suit, we presume that they have been issued.

Unpaids, 10c. carmine,
e, grey.
Irr. ochre.

Chili. An envelepe has recently been issued
with stamp in the design of the new adhesive,

Envelope.  Se. blue on white.

China. Swmith's Monthly Cireular chrznicles the
10c, changed from dark green to lilac.

10¢, like,

Colombia. Cucuta. The Am. J.of Fh. chro-
nicles the 5c. provisivnal in hlack on white paper,
and bearing a hand-stamped surcharge ** Andres
B. Fernandez,”" this being the name of the General
commanding the revolutionary forces. The 10c.
and 20c. are also mentioned with the same over-

Adhesive,

print,
Adhesives,  Se. black, green surcharge.
lic black on pink " -
2ue, black vn rellow .
Ecuador. The 4c. fiscal of 1891-92 is reported

by AMovley's L. J. as having Dbeen surcharged
“ CorrEOs—10 cTs.” in black for postal use. The
surcharge may also be found inverted.

Fiscal Postals. e, on de. brown,

luc. on de. Surcharge inverted.

.

France. Alexandrie. The new 2(r. has Leen
surcharged in black tor use here.

Adbesive,  20r, Llack on Lhie,

Levant. The 2fr. has also heen pressed into
service for use in these offices by being surcharged
** 8 piastres 8 7 in black.

Adbesive, 8pi, on 2fr., brown on blue,

Guiana. The sc. is reported in the new shade.

Adlesive. He. yellow-grecn.

Greece. \We have been shown a card, with
stamp of a totally new design, showing a full length
icture of Mercury with figures in the upper corner.,
e presume the new issue of adhesives will be in the
same type.
Puat Card, 5l green on bufl.

Germany. The 2pl. adhesive is now issued in
the Germania design. The cards, single and reply
of that value as well as the 3pf, are also reported
with stamp of the new design.

Adhesive, 2pf, slute-blue,
Post Cards, 2pf. " on pale green.
4 X 2pf. "

3pr, brown oun wlite,

Cavroline Islands. The old type of German stamps
and cards surcharged “ Karolinen Inseln” have
arrived in the Fatherland from the islands them-
selves, and therefore may be presumed to have been
issued.

Adbesives. * 3pf. brown.

P, green.

Jupf. carmine.

20pf. rtltramarine.

Lapf. orunge.

S50pf. red-brown,
apf. grecu.
5 x opf. green.
10pf. curmine.
10 x 1upf. carmine,

Post Cards.

Guatemala. Messrs. Monteith & Co. inform.
us that they have received the 1c, tc. and 10c. in
new colours, and that tre complete set has been
altered in colour too,

le.
2e,

Adhesives. deep green,
carmine,

. blue,

6. emerald.
Jue. histre.
2ee, vialet.
23¢. yellow.

Italy. Offices in Levant. The 23c. as recently
foreshadowed, now appears, vide the S.C.F, sui-
charged **1 riasTRI 1™ in red.

Adhwesive.

1pi. on 25¢. blue, sereharge red.

Mexico. We have to add the 20c. to the list
of the current issue surcharged *orICiaL.” i
Llack as before.

Oficial Adhesive, 2Ce. vermiliom and blus,

Portugal. AMozambigue Company. The M. J.
hears from a correspondent at Beira that two provi—
sionals were issued at the beginning ot Jone. The 51,

¢ stamp of 1894 surcharged *¢25 réis™ in large

|
1

|
|
|
|

figmes and thick type across the centre in two lines,,
with a bar cancelling the figure * 5 at foot, and the
20 reis of the same is~sue perforaled down the centre
and each half surcharged =50 réls ** in tall, narrow
figures and comparatively smal letters. ‘Therc
 pvere said to have heen 22,000 of the 5r, and 15,000
of the 20r. so surcharged, resulting of course in a
like number of the 235r. and 30,000 58,
Adhesives, 25 on Or, orange, surcharge cariine,

SUr. on half i, grey-lilac, surcharge mative,

Russia. Post-ofices in Levant. The following
stamps and stationery have now been surcharged for
use in these offices.

Adhesives, 4 paras on | kop, orange, sureliarge blue,
10 puras on 2 kop. green, surcharge red.
1 piastre on 10 ko blue, surcharge red.
20 puran on § Kop. carwine, surcharge blue.
20 x .0 parss on 4 x 3 kop. cannine, sur-
charge blue..
1 piastre on 19 kop. carmine on grey, sur-
charge bluc,

Post Cavds,
Letter-card.

Salvador. A correspondent informs us that
he has several more varicties of surcharge, viz. :—
The 13c. of 1898 surcharged ** 1900~ 2 centavos ;**

'the 12¢. of 1899 surcharged 1900 - 3 centaves; ™
the 26c. of 1899 with the wheel surchrrge andi
¢ 1900— & centavos ;" and finally the 18c., 1898,
without wheel but with “ 1900—1 centavo.”

Ic, on 13c. brown-Inke (1809),

2c. on lde. brown-luke (129Y),

3c. on 12¢c, green (1894),

Su. on 26e. curwine (18¥9) with wheel,

Adhesives.
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Samoa. A correspondent of Mckeel's Weekly
relates an interesting find of 1d., 6d., and 5/- of
the first issue, imperforate. Of the 1d. blue there
is an entire sheet and a block of four; of the 6d.,
one entire sheet, and of the 5/- a block of four.
The 6d. are described as of the first printing and
the other two values of the second.

Spain. Fernando Po. ‘The M. J. chronicies two
new surcharges on the 20c. stamp of last year, of
80 cent. de pta, and 5 cen., in the same type as
was usedd for these values on the carlier issues.

Adhesives, JUc. pta. on 20¢. carmine.
3 cetl, on JUe. cannine,

August,
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Librarian—

The Committee will meet in September to arrange
for coming Season. Date 1o be notified in next
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TO ADVERTISERS.

As the space apportioned to advertise-
ments is strictly limited and we are rapidly
booking orders for next season, deilers and
others who wish to secure special positions
for their announcements should make
early application,

The PHILATELIC JoURNAL oF GREAT

BriTain has a bona fide circulation of’
1,500 to 2,000 per month, and is therefore

.#an excellent medium for Advertisements.

KIRKPATRICK & PEMBERTON,
202, HIGH HOLBORN,

Loxpox, W.C..
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The Londow Philatelist. We have never
done learning about the stamps of even the
best known countries, and in the July number
of the Society's journal, Baron Percy de Worms
adds some interesting items to the history of
the stamps of Ceylon. The most important of
these is the discovery of

TWO SERIES OF THE CROWN AND CC. ISSUE
OF 1863-61,
differing in the substance of the paper, the
shape of the wimnk., and in other particulars.
The first paper used is thinner and softer than
the second, which is hard and tough in comn-
parison.  The sheets of the first paper are
waterinarked in four panes of sixty Crowns and
CC. arranged in ten horizoutal rows of six, with
the words ‘*Crown Colonies ” in outline block
capitals fiillng in the space 25 mm. broad,
which divides the panes horizontally. As the
plates were constructed in one pane of 240
stamps it follows that the wmks. do not tit the
stamps, and each one has une complete Crown
and CC, and about 3 mm. of the next below or

above it. Horizontally the wmks. tit fairly
well.
The second paper, which, as mentioned

asbove, is harder and tougher, svinewhat re-
sembles that of the *no wmk.” issue. This
was specially prepared for printing these stamps
and has the 240 watermarks arranged in 20
horizontal rows of twelve, not divided into
panes.  All four margins contain the words
*Crown Colonies,”

The Crowns and CU. of the first paper are
224 mm. long, and the vorticul distance be-
tween them 1% wmwm.; while in the second
paper they are 21 mm. long and the space be-
tween them 6 mm. Besides the distance
between the watermarks the two papem can
be distinguished by the shaps of the C’s, which
are oval in the tirst and circular in the second.
There is yet a further distinction in that

‘“cupies on the first paper are not less than
26 mn, long, whilst those on the second do
not exceed that length, As in the case of the
‘no watermark ’ issue, this variation in length
is caused by the different nature of the two
papers.”

This interesting discovery will leave many
specialists’ collections of Ceylon far from com-
pleto, for though all values of the ¢ CC.” issue
were printed on both papers, with the exception
of the 3d. and ls., some shades are very scarce
on the first paper and wice-verse, while other
shades are peculiar to one paper only. A
scarce variety, we ace told, is the 1d. dark
indigo, perf. 113 on the first.

From postmarked specimens, Baron P. de
Worms believes that the second paper came
into use at the end of 1866. The followinyg is
the list which he furnishes, the order being
probably that in  which the stamps were
issued.

FIRST PAPER.

3d., mauve, lilac, deep lilac,
1d., dark blue, indigo.

2d., yellow green, deep green, grey-green, emerald-
green, maize.

4d., lake-rose, pale rose.

5d., 'ight to dark car:nine-brown, dark sage-green,
light sage-green.

6d., brown, bListre-brown, chocolate, deep bLrown.

3d., light to dark carmine-brown.

9d., brown

10d., vermilion

1s. None.

23, dark blue.

1d., indigo, perf. 114.

SECOND PAPER.

3d., None.

1d., pale blue, Prussian blue

2d., maize, olive-yellow, orange-yellow.

4d., light to dark rose.

5d., light sage green, olive-green, myrtle-green.
6d., deep brown, red-brown
8d., light carmine-brown, deep carmine-brown.
; 9d., bistre-brown; deep brown.

10d., vermilion-orange.

1s.. lilac, light to deep violet.
| 2s. pale blue, ultramarine, Prussian blue.
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THE STAMPS OF UGANDA

stand in quite a different category from those of
Ceylon, for whereas the latter were issued forty
years ago, the first issue for Uganda was
made so recently as March, 1895 ; yet we know
more about the early issues of Ceylon than of
Uganda. Mr. Skipwith, of Lesds, is perhaps
the best authority on the peculiar type-written
stamps of this African Colony, and his paper,
which was read before the Leeds Philatelic
Society on 21st March, 1899, is now reproduced
in The London Philutelist, interspersed with
notes suggested subsequently by Mrs. Bazott's
article in the same journal in March of this
year (see the April number of our present
volume).

Mr. Skipwith touches on some points which
were not mentioned in Mres. Bazett's article.
He states that the first stamps were issued with-
out gum, hut they are sometimes found stainod
by the gum, becsuse that used for sticking
them on the letters was obtained direct from
the plant.  Also that **there was a legend on
the margins of the sheat indicating the number
and the value of the stamps contained therein,
to save time in ascertaining the total value of
the shests, which consisted of stamps of dif-
ferent values.” Of these Mr. Skipwith only
possesses fragmoents, such as 22 Stam,” 11
at 25."" ** Shells,” ete.  He also lists the follow-
ing provisionals:—10 on 50 cowries, 15 on 20, 25
on 0, and 50 on 60, which are only found in
the tirst issue printed in dull olive green. The
two values 30 and 40 of the second issue which
were queried by Mr. Millar i his reply to
Mrs. Bazett (see page 71 current volume
Ph. J. of G.13.) are substantiated by Mr, sSkip-
with, who says they were issued and . sed, but
he says at the same time that the 35 und 45
values printed for Dr. Ansorge **do not ssem
to have been postally used.”

Coming to the fourth issue, 1897, the oue
which is found sometimes with the large “ L7
printed over the stamp, we are told that ** the
design was the work of the Rev. F. Rowling
of the C.M.B., who also set up the typs, and
superintonded  the printing by his native
“boy.””  Further that they were printed in
sheets of 32, in two panes of sixtwen stamps
arranged in four rows of four, and owing to the
shortuess of type s smaller “0” had to ha
used in the word ** postage ” once in each pane.
Of all values except the tive rupees, there were
two printings, and the variety of the | anna
with the tall figure ‘1" occurs in the first
printing of that value only. The letter “ L "
overprinted on these stamnps was done by the
Government officials, and stamps so treated
were intended for local use only ; after a time

this idea was abandoned. and they were also
used on letters going to the coast.

The first printing which was issued on Tth
Novewmber, 1896, consisted of 29,000 stamps

with a total face value of 12,000 rupees. The
secomd  printing  which  was completed 9th
July, 1897, consisted of 30,000 stamps, all

values except the & rapees (b «unas, we pre-
sums, is a4 misprint for rupees in The London
Philateliat).

—_— 00—

The Monthly Jonwrnal hegins a new volume
with its July number, and it is ushered in with
# strong

WHIFF FROM THE BRINY OCEAN,

the editorial **we” being pleasantly wafted
from the **sml sea waves.” The propinguity
of ** bands, bathing machines, Christy minstrels,
excursionists, Salvationists, and other attrac-
tions too numerous to mention,” do not, we are
glad to learn, compensate the ever-faithful
aditor of the Monthly Jomanal for the absance
of stamps and stanp men, though they have
hid no effect on his wit, for he says :—* We
really bagin to fear that Philatsly, as some of
its enemies declare, is a kind of incurable
disease or mania, and that the *stamp habit’ is
as difticult to get rid of as the ‘liquor habit,’
although, if our readers will pardon the remark,
it in not oar *habit’ to *lick " our *stamps’.”
We suppose this is philateligronrly speaking.
In the same journal Mr. B. W. Warhurst has
an article entitied

* COLOURS AND THE PRANG STANDARD”

witich is rathsr dificalt for ths lay mind to
follow in all its details, One thing, however,
is clear, and that is that the DPrang Standard is
of little use to stamp collectors, though it
might assist in the compilation of a philatelists’
colour chart.  Mr. Warhurst approves the
suggestion that a list of stamps representing
about 100 of the most important colours should
be compiled by & competent committes of colour
exparts, and published in the philatelic journals
so that every man might make his own colour
chart.
—_0—

Morley's Philatelic Jowrnal.  Members of
exchange clubs will regret that Mr. Morley's
endeavours to find an insurance company who
will undertake the

INSURANCE OF EXCHANGE PACKETS

have not been suceessful.  We cannot be sur”
prised at his non-success when we consider the
risks that exchange packets are liable to on
their rounds. These risks are neither un
necessary nor abnormal, but they are greate-
than any insurince company cares to taker
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The editor of Morley’s concludes that **it does
not appear to us to be feasible to promote a
scheme for mutual insurance when we think of
the amount that would be raised by the largest
practical annual premium, and contrast it with
the sum that would be required to make good a
total loss.” Without going into the subject
deeply, we chould have thought that by the co-
operation of all the Exchange Clubs of Great
Britain, some scheme of partial insurance might
be arranged if the total value of any single
packet were limited to & certain inaxinum
value.
-__.0._

Stamps contains a letter from Mr. C. H.

Bowdler on the

Y} STAMPS OF CUBA,

which advances the old theory that the symbols
signify an adaition of } real to the original
value of the stamp. He explains that the
Jetter ‘Y " standing alone means **and” in
Spanish, and the surcharge appearing on stamps
of 2 reales raises the value to 2 reales and 2.
This is a theory which has several times been

refuted by the best authorities, and it is gene- I

rally accepted now that the Y " does stand
for ** YNTERIOR,” meaning that they were for
local use in the town of Havanah, where, until
the year 1855 there was no ofticial local
postal service. In that year the ! Coreo
‘Ynterior” which means Local Post) was estab-
lished, and the surcharge *“Y}" adopted.
This surcharge is interesting as being the first
surcharge ever jssued to the public in any
country.
—0—.

The Stamp Collectors’ Fortuightlu. Mr,
Nathan’s reminigcences have brought Lim to

THE FIRST STAMP AUCTION

ever held in England. This was in March,
1872, and was held by Messis. Sotheby Wilkin-
son and Hodge, at 13, Wellington Street,
Strand, The stamps disposed of were the
property of Mr. J. W. Scott, of New Yok, and
the prices realized of course are interesting to
read about now-a-days; Mr. Nathan contrasts
them with present day values. A 16c U8,
inverted centre, a very fine specimen, went for
36n. ; we learn from the Philatelical Jornrnal of
April, 1872, that this was a good j}uice then,
but in March of the present year a copy was
sold for ££3 in New York. All three varieties
of the St. Louis stamp were bought in for 83s.,
and the three 10c. for 478. At the Scott Stamp
and Coin Co.’s Sale, March, 1800, three 10c.
St. Louis fetched £371 10s. A fine Brattle-
boro was bought in by the owner for £3.
These stamps might have gone much higher if
the owner h.d not been bidding, a course

which, as we learn from the old Philatelical
Jowrnal, considerably nettled the amateurs. and
dealers who were present. Other yprices were,
Naples, t., arms, 40s. ; ditto, cross, 8s. Four
varieties of the 2d. Sydney View, unused, very
fine, sold with a poor 3d. for £3 8s. A 13c.,
18562, Sandwich Islands, figure in fancy border,
went for £6 10s. ; this we learn from the source
already mentioned, was also bought in by the
owner. A mnice specimen of Van Dieman’s
Land, 1d., first issue, 3s. ; nineteen varieties of
Oldenburg, 6s.; Trinidad blue and slate
lithos, 10s. and 1ls, respectively ; Tuscany,
2 soldi, 19s. ; 60cr., 15s., ete.

Mr. Nathan now recognizes that he did not
make sufficient use of his opportunities at this
sale, but he may be excused by the fact that the
prices were lovked upon as rather *“tall” in
those days. According to the Philatcical
Jowrnal the only real bargsins were 1 —

The unused Sydneys at 63s.
The Lynchburyg at 24s.

The Baton Rouge at 84s.
The grey Nashville at 100s,

and one or two of the Northern Locals.

The History of the German Cuolonies and
German Post Uffices in Forcign Countrics, and
thelr different Issies of Stamps.

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY,.
LoxboX, oN THE 27TH ArrIL, 1900.

By FRANYZ REICHENHEIM.
(Continued from page 128),

German post oftices, as well as post offices of
other KEumopean Governments in {foreign
countries, were established in countries which
had no postal institution of their own, or did
not belong to the Postal Union, or of which the
postal institutions were not relisble enough.

1. The flist country in which foreign post
offices were established was the T'urkish Empire.
The Sultan was very pleased to grant permission
about thirty to forty years ago for establishing
post oftfices on the part of other Kuropean
Governments in his empire, as there did not
exist reliable postal ipstitutions, and he knew
perfectly well that it would be of great interest
for his country to have them.

The oldest of such German post offices in the
Turkish Empire is that at Constantinog le,
opened on the 1st March 1870 ; then followed
the post office at Jafia, opened in autumn, 1598,
on the occasion of the virit of the German
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Emperor; and on 1st March, 1909,
Smyrna, Bairut, Jerusalem, and Pera.

The postage fee bstwaen all Garman post
offices in foreign countries and Girmany is
based on the Postal Union syatem.

For fourtesn years tha stamps of ths mother
country, the issues of the North Ger.nan Con-
federation of 1869 and of the German Empire
from 1872 to 1880, wers used in Constantinople
without any surcharge, but by-and-by it was
discovered that big quantities of stamps wors
bought by the public solely for the purpass of
making remittances to Germany, buying stamps
out there through the rata of exchange a little
cheaper than the face value, and avoiding the
fee for money orders.

This discovery was the roason that the
Gorman Government issued on 23th January,
1884, n special sat of stamps of four values of
the 1880 *‘prrexxie” issue, each valus sur.
chared in black at the foot of the stamp with
the approxiinate wvalue in Turkish currency,
showing the word * *pPaiza” or ** PIASTER,” with
the numaral before and after it.

The set consisted of the following values :—

those at

10 para on 5 pf., lilac.

20 ,. ,, 16 ,, carmine.

1 piaster on 20 pf., blue.

1} . s 253 ,, Lrown.

24, o 80 ,, olive and

myrile-green.

The value 1 piaster on 25 pf. exists also equally
surcharged in indigo-blue, and, unused, is the
rarest stamp of this issue.

There exist two types of surcharge of the
14 piastre on 25 pf. 1 —

Tupe A, ** 11" surcharged exactly on the
“25,” so that the distance between numerals
and the word *- praster " is 1 mift, each,

Tupe . ** 11" surcharged a little more to
the left, and on the other side to the right, so
that the distance hetween numerals and the
beginning of the word ** PIAsSTER” measures
nearly 2 mm.

in the 24 pinster on 50 pf. we find the stamps
in the lighter shades surcharged in dead biack,
and the darker shade in shiny black.

As the German post officials wre  strictly
forbidden to sell the 2 mark stamp to the
public, and have to afiix this stanp themselves
to letters or parcs requiring this fee, this value
cannot by used for remittances, and is therefore
still in use ont thers without surcharge.

When, on lst October, 1809, the new type oﬁj
stamps was issued for the Gernan Bmpive, thin’
set, except the 3 pf. value, was also surcharged
for the usa of the German post oftices in Cons
stantinople, similarly to the first series, with
the exception that the numerals

1} piaster on 23 pf.
2% . a0 pf.

(L]

are plazal a lizsla adara ey worl “prarsa”

on eich sids, anl comprisss the following
valuz; 1 —
1) piraon 3 pf, gra2sn, y2llow-gresna,

2) ., 10 ,, carmine, rose.

1 piaster on 29 pf., blue (two snades',

» 23 ., orange-yellow.

" 50 ,, lakz-brown and choacolate

[

e —

This set is now usad at all German post oftices
in ths Turkish Ewmpire.

It is intended to surcharge some of the new
German stamps of 19M0 for usz at the post
oftices in the Turkish Levant, and so the set of
1830 will soon ba replacad by them,

1I.  In China there exist thrae Garman post
oftices—in Thanghai, opened 16th August, 1886;
Tientsin, opsned Ist April, 1893 ; and Chefoo,
opaned in 1895.

At Shanghai the Garman stamps of 1880 and
1889, and at Tientsin and Chefoo those of 1889,
were used without surcharge till 1898, when the
unsurchurged  stamps  wera replaced by the
above-mentjoned issue for the German colony
China, and in future the new Gezrman stamps of
1900 will be issued surchargad ¢ cHINA”

III. The German post offices in Morocco
were opaned on 20th Doecember, 1899, in
Tangiers and six other towns; and s special
sories of stamps—German stamps of 1889, sur-
charged **Marocco™ and its currency—was
issued for themn on the same date.

As the seven post offices have batwesn them-
selves the inland tariff for postage, we find here
also the lowast value (3pi.) of ths 1889 Gerinan
issue surcharged.

The whole set comprises the values :—

3 centimos on 3 pf,, brown.

5 e 5, green.
10 » 1o ,, carmine,
25 " 20, blue,
39 " 25 ,, orange-vellow.
10 » 50 ,, reld-brown.

The surcharge is in black and runs acros: the
stamps from the left hottonr corner to the right
tp corner, in two lines, the fimt line showing
the word *“xanocco,” the second line the
numeral and the word ** ¢eNTIMo8.”  For these
post offices some of the new values of the
Gonnan FEmpire ivsue of 1900 will slso he
surcharged with name and curreney of Morocco.

For much of the above izformation I am
indebted to Deutscher Keoloninl-Kalender, by
Gastay Meinecke ;  Jicwtachlands Kolonien, by
Dr. Kurt Hassert ; the publications of the ** Ger-
mania-Ring " in the Dentsche Briefmarken
/u’luuq (Hugo Krotzsch) ; and the kinduess of

. K. Kalckhoft, of Berlin.
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Philataly on the Continent.

THE REPRINTS OF SARDINIA-ITALY.

By Dr. F. KALCKHOFF.

(Continued from page 92.)
From the Deutsche Briefmarken Zeitung.

Reprints of the Fourth Issue of 1855

The design of the stamps of the 4th issue
consists of a coloured frame with white centre
on which is embossed the bust of Victor Em-
manuel. In order to obtain the well-known
stamp with white centre, the middle had to be
removed; in this way the stamps or stones were
made both for the original and the reprints.
The reprints, however, are not so sharply
printed, which is specially noticeable in the
flower ornaments in the corners. The originals,
in the worst prints, have much finer lines. The
reprints were made by D. Cohn in 1889, and
were printed in sheets of 50 (ten horizontal
rows of five).

The 50 heads were printed from one plate
with a separate operation, and as the spacing
of these heads was most carefully arranged
they appear on the sheets of the reprints all in
the same position in the frame. The reprints
are gummed and were only circulated by Cohn
in an unobliterated condition. The earlier sheets
were in light colours, but the bulk of them)
were printed in rather dark bright shades.
The Be. is light or dark olive green ; the 20c.
is light or dark blue, and the 40c. light or
brick-red.

Reprints of the Perforated Issue of 186G2.—
These reprints are identical with those just
described, but perforated with a single-line
machine gauging 113,

Fucsimiles of the Forrth Issue.—In 1890
the “Imperial Postal Museum” received to-
gether with a large consignment from the Italian
Post, Office, a set of stamps purporting to be of
the 4th issue ; but the most cursory examina-
tion revealed many differences from the real
stamps. The frame differs greatly from the
originals, and the inscriptions are bigger ; the
head is also different, the arrangement of the
hair and the shape of the back of the head being
altered. When and why these facsimiles were
made is not known, but it may be remarked
that they only exist in the values b, 10, 20 and
40c. They never came into dealers’ hands and
apparently were made and circulated for
official purposes only. The colours are: Be.
light green, 10c. yellowish brown, 20ec. pale
blue, and 40c. brick red.

The Face Value of Early Trinidads.

Le Timbre Poste publishes a letter, written
by Mr. Wm, Everslie, the Pustmaster-General
of Trinidad, on KFebruary 8, 1864, which M.
Moens found among his old papers during the
clearing out process which has heen going on
recently with his effects. This letter is of
importance as it establishes the theory, as
expounded in the London Society’s Work,

| that all the stamps having no indieation of the

value, were one penny stamps. The letter,
which is in answer to one of M. Moens’
runs :—

*“The value of the grey, blue and red stamps
which you mention in your first three questions
was 1 penny ; they were issued in conformity
with an ordinance, passed on 1st April, 1851,
‘ to establish a postal service for the interior of
the Island.’

‘“By this ordinance the Governor is autho-
rised to issue stamps under Clause XII., and to
appoint under Clause XIII. the persons to be
charged with the sale of the stamps.

‘* The commission was 5 per cent. It is now
7% per cent. for persons appointed for the sale
of stamps, and 10 per cent. for private persons
who kesp a post office or rather a letter-box ;
lastly, 5 per cent. to anyone who buys £10
worth of stamps at the time.

Philately in BEmerica.

CASUAL PHILATELIC NOTES FROM
COOK ISLANDS.

By Ravra W. Gosser.
[From Montreal Philatelist.]

In Tahiti (the chief French colony in the
Enstern Pacific), a great number of the 10c.
black on lavender, 1881-6 issue, are being used
on correspondence; a large amount of them
pass through the post-oftice heve, from which I
persume they are on sale at the post-office at
that place.

It is interesting to note that between the
Cook Islands and Tahiti the postage is 56d.
from either place, but from either of these
places to any other part of the world the
postage is 24d. Truly some great anomalies
exist in the Postal Union.

A new stock of stamps arrived at the post-
office at this place from the Government printer
at Wellington, N.Z., recently, and are all
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print.ed; on hard brittle paper, as compared
with the paper they were printed on formerly.
The heat here makes a great many of the
stamps stick finnly together, and the colours
of some are spoiled in soaking them apart
again,

One sees some funny addresses sometimes.
The following address was on a letter tha'
passed through the post-oftice at this place
recently. After deciphering it, it was duly
sent on to its destination, viz. :

2033. Herrn Ingenieur Herzfelder
I Pigottangaffa 4.
Auckland
Neuseoland
Cooks oftice
Wien
iiber amer ka

A little while back a post-office was opened
at Port Moresby, British New Guinea, and was
placed under the auspices of the Queensland
Postal Department, and in consequence
Queensland stamps are used there. They are
unsurcharged and onlf the postmark shows
that they have been used at that place.

The 1d. brown Cook Islands’ stamp which
first came out in 1893, way a fairly rare stamp,
as in all catalogues it was priced approximately
ls. ; in 1894 it was changed to blue,—for what
reason no one can say—but I kpow that a
certain person on this Island made a corner in
them on the change of colour. It was on ac-
count of a fraud that was practised to a very
large extent on the Government that they were
changad back to brown again. At the present
time the 1d. blue is a fairly uncommon stamp,
and will get more so as time goes on, for the
next change in colour in the 1d., if there is one,
will be to rose—the Postal Union colour.

I have received permission to forward you a
copy of the two following documents re the
surcharging of the 1d. blue Cook Islands stamp
to one half-penny, viz. :—

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF POSTMANTER.

The old brown 1d. stamp having been re-
vived and a supply received Iin this office,

You are hereby authorised on and after the
24th jnst. to make the following changes:

To reduce the balance of all the 1d. blue
stamps to one half-penny, and to issue the old
brown stamp as the one penny stamp of the
Federation,

(Signed) MAKEA,
Chief of the Federal Government.
Approved :
(Signed) W, E. Guparox,
British Resident.
24th April, 1899,

4

Rarotonga, April 24th, 1899,

I herchy certify that I have this day ex-
amined the quantity of the one penny blue -
stamps now on hand, and I further certify them
to be as follows :

90 [ninety ] sheets of 120 stamps.

Authority trom the Chief of the Cook Islands
Federal Government approved by the British
Resident has also been produced before me
for the reduction of the above *‘one penny”
blue stamps to *‘ one half-penny.”

(Signed) A. vox Horr,
Govermnent Auditor.

According to the above it will be seen that
10,800 stamps were surcharged, valued before
the reduction £45, and afterwards £22 10s,

While in conversation with the Government
printer at this place recently, he mformed me
that while printing the }d. surcharges two
errors were made, viz. : halt a sheet (60 stamps)
of 1d. blues was doubly surcharged, as per my
nutes in the Montreal Philatelist of Novem-
ber, and that another half sheet (50 stamps)
was surcharged inverted. So this clears up all
doubts as to whether any inverted surcharges
occurred, although I have not yet seen any.

Then, of course, there is the **full stop”
error, which I have already described at length
in a recent letter.

% B 5
The 1Light Side of Dbilately.

CULLED FROM ALL QUARTERS,

A FEW QUERIES, Etc.

Why is a rare stamp like a shoulder of lamb ?
Because neither is appreciated without the mint
source {sauce).

Why are the Boers like keen philatelists?
Because both make for the beet kopjes.

Why is a fake like a horseshoe? Because

both have been forged.
A fugitive stamp—a stampede.
A fugitive colour—the white flag.

Why is the N.S.W. 1d. stamp like a fully
equipped lancer?  Because it has a coat of
arms, is generally nailed, is always available
'for “duty,” and can take a devil of a lot of
licking. But the difference is more marked.
A little water will always make the former run,
while the latter is always ready to run for »
little water.

Australian Philatelist.
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THE TASMANIAN POST-ERS.

“Lynx,” in the Tasmantan Mail, discourses
on the large picture stamps of 1 asmasnis in the
following strain :—**Those postage stamps.
You can't lick them for size and mystery of
subject, for the pictures were meant for post-
cards, and now they are simply photographed
down into nothingness. 'T'he 'Lreasurer in-
formed Parliament that there can be no change
for a year. lhew! What a prospect! As
our poet sings 1—

"Twas a maiden of Hobart so nice.
Had a mouth that tor two would suffice,
It had stretched, pretty dear,
Yrom her ear to her ear,
Till the boys had to kiss her in twice.
"Tis the same with these stamps, a la B]rd
Whose dimensions are really absurd, - !
You can’t make ‘em stick
With one good honest lick—
They need two, and then sometimes a third.
A darkly mysterious view
May inveigle a tourist or t'vo;
But, in fact, every picture
Has called forth a stricture,
And raised much artistic ado.
So ye B's ** come in out of the rain,”
Bird and Bayly get rid of your bane;
Your old-fashioned square
1s an antidete fair,
‘Which will make things quite ship-shape again.

——
TOOK HIM FOR A BANDIT.

in evening dress, was strolling along a lonely
snd shady street in’” Manil:, when suddenly he
was confronted by three natives. One of them
was an officer, as could readily be distinguished
by his uniform, another, an insurgent, while
the third seemed from appearances to he a
learned man. The insurgents accosted the
young officer and asked himm who he was, and
he knowing well that if he answered **an
American,” he would probably be imprisoned,
and heing a stamp collector, readily answered
‘“ A philatelist.”

The insurgent ofticer did not know the
meaning of this, but thinking it was another
name tor America, turned to his gentleman
friend.

*Senor,” he said,
American "

The wise man did not answer at onge, not
being very well acquainted with English, hut{
computed by Greek, and answered, * No,
General ; *philos’ means I love, and *atelia,’
freedom from tax ; therefore I think he inust
be a bandit like yourself.”

The insurgents, hearing this, let him go his
way in peaca.—Grant's Monthiy Philatelist.

“Is a philatelist an

Australian Philatelist, .1

\
-
A young ufticer of the United States arm¥; .

Our New lssue &

Bargain Column

[RV SV SV NEVAV SV AT W Ve

@ denotes unused. s. d.
Ornnge River Colony, surcharged “ V.LL”
3d. yollow ... 3+
1d purplea . .. 4*
2d. hright lilac 1 o*
3a. blue .. 1 3*
Gd. blue .- 3 o°
1/ hrown .., ves e 4 6°
New Zenlund, 3d. green i+
" 1d. red - 2*
. 2d. violet . . 3*
v 4d. brn\\n-hlnn no wmk .. 2 6°*
Mauritius, 6d. green and red . 2+
Seychelles, 2¢c. brown, orunge and green ... 1*
Cc. carmina ., 2=
(,orwo {Delgian), 5, 10, 15, 25 and bire.
set of five " .. 1 0
Jamaica, new 1d. red ... 2+
Uruguny, 6 mils, blue, ohs, i*
" b nuls orango 1
British Guinna, ¢c lilac and carmino 2=
Orango Free State, 3d., Qd 1d., 1d., and 2d.
"set of 5. ... &
’ 6d. rose . 5
" tid. bright rose e 10
» 1d. on 3d. . 4
ditto, thin ﬁgure .. 1 o
WEI- HEI WEI, Hc. green . -
Hawaii, 1894, 5¢. carmine, obsol eto 1
yo loc. pgreen ” 4
”» 25¢. blus . 10
" 1899, 1c. preen » e’ 1
" » 20, rose »e 2*
» bc blue 2

Chmn (London print), 1c. to Toe. st of 6 6
20c., 30¢c., 50c. 3) 1 3

Brmsh Hondurns. 1891, 6 in bluck on 10c. ;3

1892, I5inredonGe ... 1 0

Ilollaml new 50¢,, used 2

Capo, 4d blue, trlangular fine e 13
German Morocco, 1899, §c. to 60c. set 5 1 8*
Lrrenzo Marquez, 1894-98 get 5 4,

Queensland, 189Y, &d. green, (4 figs.) 2
. 1889, 4d. green, (new type) 1*
Tusmania, 1900, 1d. earmine-red (pictorial) bAd
o zd, purple . 4°®

Dutch Indies, King and Queen, (mcludmg

3ue.)set 12 .. . 6

Cape, 1900, 1d. carmine, new design, 2e

POSTAGE EXTRA.

KIRKPATRICK
ad PEMBERTON.

202, bigh Molborn,
London, TWl.C.
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Whell=known ﬁiﬁtelist&

No. 9. MaJsor E. B. EVANS.

The name of Evans is as well known to phila-
telists as it is to chess players, though there is no !
connection between the gallant Major and the |
equally gallant Captain of
the same name whonvented
the famous gambit.

If Major Evans is not the
actusl inventor of the art of
studying stamps he was one
of the earliest, and is to-Cay
quite the most compreben-
sively learned and careful
student of stamps there is,
and the most versatile and
prolific writer.

The Philatelic Record of
January 1885, contains the
following paragraph, re-
counting 1is early experi-
ences :

* Major Evans was born
on the 3rd of November,
1846, and first commenced
collecting at Uppingham
Grammar School in 1861,
leaving that institution in
December, 1862, the proud
possessor of the best collec-
tion within its precincts,
He wrote his first article for
& philatelic magazine—the
name of which has escaped
his memory—in 1864, and
received as his reward a prize of stamps, the gem
of which was & fine set of forged Liberia, which
adorned his album for some time ere he became
aware of their spurious character. On receiving
his commission in the Royal Artillery, in 1867, he
was sent to Malta, and there met with Lieutenant

Speranza, formerly Secretary to the Philatelic
Society, London, his intercourse with whom no
doubt fostered his stamp-collecting proclivities.
Stationed at Plymouth in 1873, he formed the
acquaintance of Mr. E. 8, Gibbons, then a resident
of that town, and of the late E. L. Pembezton,
who lived in Torquay. It was at this time that,
to use his own words, ‘I beganz to understand how
stampsshould be collected.”

It was therefore from that
date that Lieut. Evans went
in for sta.mﬁs really seriously.

In 1876 he exchanged into
s battery ordered to the
Mauritius, being in no small
measure instigated to take
this step by the hope of be-
ing able to do something for
philately in this sugary 1sle.
(We again quote the &l
Record), How completely
his hopes were crowned, we
all know, as his investiga-
tions into the history of the
early issues of Mauritius,
have been given to the
world in the form of a paper
which was first contributed
to the Philatelic Congress
held in Paris in 1878, and
afterwards, rewritten and
added to, in the pages of the
Philatelic Record, and finally
in the Society’'s work on
Africa, Part 2, which has
just been published.

In 1834 he published his
Philatelic Handbook, at that
time the most comprehensive catalogue of the
stamps of the world in existence. Since then his
frequent contributions to the philatelic press on
all possible subjects, too numerous to enumerate,
his admirable editorship of Messrs. Stanley Gib-
bon's Monthly Jowrnal, which was founded in 1890,
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and his connection with the various Philatelic
Exhibitions, for which he has been selected as
judge, have established his reputation as a
philatelist second to nomne.

Some time ago Major Evans again joined the
colours under the last reserve order. Fortun-
ately there is no longer a chance of his being
ordered to South Africa, for though there are
many philatelic questions in urgent need of an
answer out there, he could be ill spared by his
fellow philatelists in England.

P,
Rew Aeaves to Cut,

Stanley Gibbons' Priced Catalogue. Part Il
The Adhesive Stamps of Foreign Countries.
13th Edition. 432pp. 2s. net.

There is very little to criticise in this part of
Messrs, Stanley Gibbons' new catalogue. In

general arrangement it is the same as the last

edition, with the exception that Transvaal and
Orange Free State are transferred from the
body of the work and bound in at the end, as a
supplement to Part I. If the compilers had
been consistent and followed the plan they have
adopted with regard to the late Spanish Colonies,
this supplement would only have consisted of
the Transvaal stamps surcharged ‘‘V.R.L.,”
and those of the Orange River Colony; but
there can be no doubt that the course they have
adopted is the more convenient for reference.
The lists of these two countries have been re-
written and amplified by the addition, especially
among the commoner stamps, of as many
shades as exist (probably more), and the
prices, of course, show an enormous advance.

Throughout, the bovk is improved by the
better appearance of the new illustrations,
which, as in Part L., are larger than before, while
the numerous enlarged illustrations of minor
varieties and types add immensely to the use-
fulness of the work as a handbook. These
features are most useful in Afghanistan where,
while only an expert could follow the old cata-
logue, the differences between the Sunas,
Shahis, and Abasis, etc.,, are now, if not
as plain as daylight, at any rate quite possible
to be distinguished by the ordinary philatelic
aye.

The prices, generally speaking, show an
advance since last year ; in fact, it can scarcely
be said that there are any really important re-
ductions. Where these have been made it has
only been in the case of stamps which were

stance, the 20c. Holland, 1867 type, peri.
10 x 104, is reduced from 20s. to 6s.; the
former was always an absurd figure, while the
latter is about right. The 1 kop Russia, 1865,
no wmk,, from 40s, to 30s. is another case of
this ; while numerous examples can he found in
the unused first issues of Austria and Austrian
Italy, which have been ‘ marked down" con-
siderably. We mnotice considerable advances
in Argentine, Belgium, Brazil, Egypt, Schles-
wig, Hayti, Luxemburg, and several other
countries, The 2sgr. Prussia, Prussian blue,
unused, is now marked at £6, which is much
more like its true value than was 70s. To sum
up the prices, we may say that there has been a
pretty general advance, which is more than we
were able to say of the Colonials in Part 1.
Examining the catalogue as a reference book,
we find that several of the countries have been
rearranged, thus, Belgium has had the aniline
coloured stamps merged into one issue with the
ordinary colours, and it is explained in a note
that this has been done on account of the
difficulty, almost amounting to an impossibility,
even for an expert, of distinguishing the one
from the other, Even so, we see the 5fr. is now

_ listed in the mauvinecolour ; this stamp has been

consistently ignored im previous editions.
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Dutch Indies,
Luxemburg, Liberia and Roumania, have also
been re-written. In the list for the laat
mentioned country, the 1863 issue is subdivided
into horizontally or vertically laid and wove
papers, although there seems good reason to
believe that none of these stamps exists on the
ordinary horizontally laid paper, and certainly
not on vertically laid. The double foot variety
of the 4 sk. Norway of 1856 is now listed, though
rot priced. The new issue of Bosnia is
catalogued as perf., 12%, though it exists perf.
104 as well. One or two small mistakes which
crept into the last edition appear also in this,
for instance the dgr. Hanover is given under
date 1850 instead of 1860; and in French
Zanzibar the surcharge of ‘‘ 74 annas’™ on the
76c. is given as printed in black instead of
vermilion ; though these are very small mistakes
in & work of such magnitude, the specialists who
are entrusted with the work of revising the lists
should have prevented their appearance in
successive editions.

NOTE . —Dealers and others who wish
to book advertisement space in the
November number of the ' P.J. of @.B."
(Circulation 5,000 copies), should apply
at once for terms, to the publishers,
Kirkpatrick & Pemberton, 202 (after Oct.

overpriced in the last edition. Thus, for in- l 1st-222), High Holborn, Liondon, W.C.
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Recollections of 20 Years’

. Stamp Dealing.

By Treopor BurHL,

( Continued from page 181.)

Before I go further with these philatelic
reminiscences I must refer to my brother, who,
although younger than myself, has been in the
business almost as long, and whose know'edge
of philately is considerable. He commenced
working for me very soon after I had started

. business, and about 1887 1 took him into

partnership, since when he has been right
through with me, from 1890 to 1895 as junior
partner to myself and another, and from 1895
to 1899 as secretary of Buhl & Co., Limited,
to both of which concerns I shall refer later on.
After nearly twenty years together we are now
each working on our own account.

The way in which the remainders of the five
kinds of the old * Britannia" Mauritius came
on to the market is probably known to very
few, and I will relate it as told me at the time
by the two small dealers who bought the stock.
The lot consisted of the blue, red-brown on
bluish, vermilion on white, and the 6d. imperf.
and perf., all of which were scarce stamps up
to ‘hat time, and although I do not know the
exact quantities, they were in the order written,
the blue being by far the largest number.
These two dealers were showing each other
some stamps in & ‘‘Coffee Shop” when a
stranger interposed and said that he knew of
some old Mauritius stamps, the result being a
sale and purchase of the whole lot at, I believe,
a ridicuously low price. Anyhow, I contracted
to purchase a quantity for £120, paying for
them by inatalments of £6 per week, and I still
have the old book showing the raceipts for the
first few payments, after which I took them up
in bulk. Many of the sheets were damaged or
discoloured, some were incomplete, and the tale
is that they had been shipwrecked and had
never seen Mauritius, but I have some mis-
givings as to the truth of this part of the
story.

While writing of Mauritius, an affair con-
nected with & blue ** Post office " occurs to me.
I had considerable correspondence with the
Island, and one day the mail brought me an
offer of a 2d. ** Post office ”” on original, at £80.
At the time the stamp was not worth so very
much more, but, of course, I at once wrote for
it. Some time afterwards I received a letter to

| anent the 6d. green, De la Rue type.

the effect that I was too late and that the stamp
had been gold to a Parisian banker. It is now
reposing in & well-known French collection,
having changed hands st £200, and at present
its value would be nearly £1000.

Among smaller deals, I remember buying
complete sets of the lithographed issue of Nevis,
the sheets being torn up, and each set put in a
separate envelope, at 4s. 6d. per set. The
present catalogue value is £19 per set.

Another little Nevis story is the case of
Mr. Douglas Mackenzie, who had a good many
sheets of the 1s. lithographed, which he valued
at about 30s. per sheet. Mr. Gibbons was
evidently short of the 1s. and had some 6d., for
he gave Mr. Mackenzie a sheet of the latter in
exchange for one of the former. The sheet of
the 6d. is now worth about £150, and this -
identical one is now in Mr. Avery’s collection,

i as it was included in Mr. Mackenzie's collection

of Nevis which I sold later on to Mr. Avery for
£415.

There is still another Nevis story, this time
I hap-
pened to be in Paris when I saw a number of
these at Mr. Schmidt de Wilde's at f1.50 each.
Although it had only been recently issued, the
stamp was not plentiful, and I bought them,
retailing them on my return to London, at first
at 3s. 6d. each, and gradually raising the price
until Mr. Mackenzie had the last one at 15s.
The present catalogue price is £7. But this is
not quite as good as the 5s. ‘‘star™ St
Vincents, which I sold at from 7s. 6d. to 15s.
each. Two at this price were in London col-
lections for years, and they are now worth
£14 each ; one of them I subsequently re-sold
at, I think, £12 for a gentleman who had paid
me 1os. for it.

I have s0ld many fine lots to Mr. Avery, one
of which was Mr. Otto Pfenniger's celebrated
collection of Swiss, including nearly all the
complete plates of the Orts Poste and Poste
locale and the types of the Zurich, for a modest
sum, somewhere between £100 and £200.

My first big price for a real rarity was at one
of the early Auction Sales at the Mart. Almost
the only dealer who was a buyer of rare stamps
at sales up to that time was Mr. A. H. Wilson,
although the prominent collectors attended
even more than they do now. Mr. Wilson had
bought at previous sales, most of the rare
British Guianas from the Luard collection, but
1 thought I would secure the blue one of 1856
at any price in reason, to show that I could buy
rare stamps, Up to that time the highest price
had been £33, but I gave £37 for a copy that
was certainly not one of the finest. After it
had been ‘‘knocked down,” the auctioneer
announced that he had heen instructed to offer
another one, but much finer and unused. The
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idea of the sudience was that this was hardly
fair, but I did not mind, and became the pur-
chaser at £50, up to that time the highest sum
ever paid for any one stamp at auction. I had
a splendid advertisement as a result, because it
was reported in the Globe newspaper, and re-
produced in about 200 papers and magazines all
over the world, The number of offers of
stamps which arrived in consequence was 30
great that I had to prepare printed replies.
The letters came in hundreds, but 99 per cent
only contained rubbish. Astothe two stamps,
I sold them within a few days at a handsomne
profit.

Amongst the opportunities missed, I must
not forget the 1d. brown New Zealand, water-
marked N.Z. Mr. Dawson A. Vindin, of
Sydney, an Australian dealer of experience,
had come to London and taken offices on the
first floor in the Strand, where Mr. F. R. Ginn
is now located. One day I called on him and
asked if he had anything for me. His reply
was in the negative, and I pressed him to let
me see some sheets. He reiterated that it was
useless, as he had nothing for me, and sug-
gested an adjournment to the Gaiety, It
appears that the same afternoon a well-known
Bristol collector called and saw the very sheets
which I had wanted to see, from which he
bought a strip of three of the stamp in question
for, I think, £4. They were subsequently re-
sold for something like £150; but what seemed
8o strange was that Vindin had noticed the
variety, which was up to that time quite un-
known, he had specially marked it as rare, and
only asked £4! Of course, more of them were
found afterwards, as is always the case with
these varieties.

I recollect finding the first known copy of
the 9d. grey, South Australia, perf. and rou-
letted, and within & few days I had three of
them. Thomas Bull discovered the first copy
of the 3d. N.S.W., laureated, watermarked 2,
and priced it at 15s. 1 bought it and re-sold it
for £10. Since then I have seen a dozen or
more. My brother found the first known copy
of the 1d. Tasmania, watermarked 2, and soon
after there were several about.

On the other hand, I have never heard of any
other specimens of the extraordinary surcharges
on the first issue of Peru, found by Mr. Stafford
Smith, which I believe are in the Tapling col-
lection; but a curiosity of which others have
been seen, ~was the ls. Virgin Islands first
issue, without the central design, the first
known copy of which I bought from Mr. A. H.
Wilson.

I wonder if any of my readers have ever seen
a genuinely used V.R. black English? One
was discovered in a curious way,
Brosnan had his shop in New Oxford Street.

A gentleman came into the shop with a com-
mon 1d. black which he wanted to sell;
Brosnan was explaining that they were quite
common, and only those with V.R.iin the
corners were very rare. To illustrats his mean-
ing he pulled out a small drawer full, when the
gentleman picked up one and said, ** Why, this
has the V.R. in the cornera!” This was quite
right; it was genuinely used with the red post-
mark, and afterwards changed hands at £12,
and later on at more.

Another question. Have any of my readers
ever seen any of the Swiss ** Unpaid ” letter
stamps with inverted centre ?

In the early days the Cape errors were not as
valuable as they are now, and I had several
through my hands at about £6 each; as also
3 lire Tuscany at the same price, and I have
known the 6d. beaded oval, Victoria, unused,
in fine condition, to change hands at £12; the
Sweden * Tretio” érror at 30s., now worth
£15. But a still more interesting history is
the 1d, CC. Triangular Cape. A country dealer
bought one for 1s., and on his way to London
offered it to another provincial dealer at £50.
Dealer No. 2 refused it, but advised him to
ask more for it. He came to me and asked
£200, which he did not get, but I bought it at
three substantial figures and ve-sold it at a
profit.

Among bargains at Auction Sales, I remem-
ber a case, a few years ago, of a lot I purchased
at 333. ana re-sold the same week at £40. No
one olse had noticed the bargain:

The Barbados 1d. on half of §s. is a rare
stamp, especially in a pair, but I once bought
an unused pair for £6, and exchanged it for a
used pair and £5 cash, but what about the
opportunity I had of buying the 2s. brown
English at face value at the post office, and
didn’t even secure one, which is beaten by the
collector who, years afterwards, bought several

- in Dresden at 10 per cent. under face value.

There are many interesting items of whole-
sale lots, which, although matters of old history,
are worth repeating.

The lettered South Australia, O.S., P.S, &e,
are now worth something separately, but in the
old days I used to buy these and the Western
Australia, including ‘* Convict ” stamps, with
holes, from the late Alfred Smith, at 5s. and
10s. per thonsand respectively.

I did considerable business with the St.
Lucia surcharged *‘ One halfpenny,” and ‘six-

. pence” on the old green and blue stamps,

when Mr. \

watermarked crown and CC, and 1 still main-
tain that these are absolutely genuine. They
may never have been isswed, hut the fact re-
mains,

Mr. Schmidt de Wilde sent a remittance to

l 8t. Lucia for ordinary stamps at face value and,
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to his astonishment, he received these sur-
charged stamps in return for his money. They
undoubtedly emanated from the St. Lucia post
office, and the probable lexplanation isthat the
postmaster found himself short of these values,
and, having a stock of the old stamps, sur-
charged them sooner than refuse to increase the
revenue of his oflice.

Another stamp in the same category is the
3c. red (Inland) of Liberia, which is mentioned
as a forgery in the latest edition of Stanley
Gibbon’s catalogue, but 1 maintain that it is
equally as genuine as the St. Lucia, although
it may not have been—and apparently it was
not—aissied.

(On one occasion I purchased a whole parcel
of more or less spoilt stamps from an official in
Liberia, most of which were ** caked” together
and had been spoilt by the climate. These in-
cluded thousunds of the 3 cents. red, which are
unquestionably from the original die, and must
have been priuted in London and sent out for
use.

The surcharges on the ** Railway” stamps
of Guatemala are now fairly scarce, but there
were originually about three million remainders,
which were offered to me by a gentleman, who
came from the country. 1 refused them at the
price and they were eventually purchased by
the late G. B. Calman of New York, who dis-
posed of them gradually, and, no doubt made a
good thing out of thewm.

The stock of Cyprus, surcharged on English,
was very large, there being millions of the 24d.,
but even these are now absorbed. The whole
lot was putrchased by Stanley Gibbons, and I
remember seeing the cases of them all over his
old house in Gower Street, in the office, in the
dining room and even in the hedrooms !

The earliest stock 1 purchased was the re-
mainder of the firat and second issues of
Venezuela. I bought them for a few pounds
through Mr. Power, whom I have already men-
tioned, and ma’e a very good thing out of them.
Part of the first issue were already on the
market, but I had all of the second issue and
sold them at 9d. per set.

The history of the West Indian deal (the
Islands which were replaced by the issue for
the ‘¢ Leeward Islands "), which were purchased
by Mr. T. H. Thompson, of Bishop Auckland,
is well known. I regret I did not secure them,
as I made special efforts to secure the lot, but I
was beaten by Mr. G. B. Calman and Mr.
Thompson by s few hundred pounds. The
latter paid £3,600 for them, and is supposed to
have made a small fortune.

Most of my readers have no doubt seen the
set of three so-called reprints of the flrst issue
of the Argentine Republic. The 10c. and 1bc.
are not reprints, as the plate of the bc. was pur-

chased by a dealer for about £50. He had
transfers made and the tigures ** 10" and *“15 "
cut into the new dies, tnus making the so-called
“reprints " of the two latter values from the
die of the 3e. They are easily distinguished by
the fact that the tigures are too high, and not
parallel with the word ‘‘ centavos.” After deal-
ing in these for many years the owner sold the
remainder te a provincial dealer.

{ 70 be continued.)

STAMP ROBBERY

IN THE STRAND.

Messrs. Bright and Son, of 164, Strand, have
been the victims of an impudent robbery, and
wo publish the following letter which they
have addressed to us, in the hope that it
may lead to the apprehension of the thief.

Loxnox, Sert. 6, 1900.
DEAR SIR,

We beg to inform you that on Tuesday
last, we had abstracted from our shop counter
a book containing a representative collection
of old German States, comprising the stanps of
Mecklenburg, Oldenburg, Prussia, Saxony,
and Schleswiyg.

All common and medium stamps are re-
prosented by five or six copies, or more,
used or unused, while amongst the most
noticeablo stainps were (Mdenbnrg, 1st issue,
ird. gros. green, uonused ; 2nd issue, Ard. gros.
green, and 2gr. rose, these two last being mint
nnused copies with very large margins ;
unused blocks of Schleswig stamps, and
Prussia 1 s gr. rose, plain ground, unused.
A very nice lot of cut square Envelopes, in-
cluding the octagonal Prussian, and b n. gr.
Saxony.

The man we suspect asks for Europeans
only, has an old Gibbon's Catalogue marked
against stamps he is supposed to possess.
Age about 40, grey mixture jacket suit,
bowler hat, heavy moustache rather dark,
otherwise clean shaven, medium height.

We shall be glad if you could give this
matter publication in your columns.

Yours faithfully,
BrioHT & Son.
The Editor,

Philatelic Journal of Great Britain,

High Holborn.
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Some Motes on the Paris
Exbibition.

The ** Exposition Philateligue Internationale
Paris, 1900, is & thing of the past; the hard
work is over ; the hopes and wishes of many
are fulfilled or shattered, as the case may be,
but I think the Committee must be very ¢lad
that everything is finished.

To sum the whole Exhibition up, I cannot

say that it was so satisfactory as the last two |

English Exhibitions. The quantity was un-
doubtedly there, but the quality left very much
to be desired. The stamps of Switzerland and
of the German States were undoubtedly far in
advance of anything on view at the Knglish
shows, but British Colonials were considerably
under the average. France was of course ex-
ceedingly well represented ; what struck me
most was the quantity of 1 fre. vermilion; it
-seemed quite n common stamp; at leas: every
French collection showed one or mors, generally
the latter. Specially interesting, from a phi-
latelist’s point of view, was the exhibit by Mr.
Murconnet. I say intentionally exhibit, not
collection, because it contained only a few
specimens of the rarer stamps, or pairs and
blocks. But besides these, a great variety of
essays and proofs, and also all the stanps
illustrating the researches he had made, and
which have been published in book form, were
shown. Mr. Haro, who received the gold
medal for his unused French, had a splendid
lot, and well deserved the award. His first
issue contained blocks or pairs of all values,
even of the 18¢. green, and the 1fr. vermilion ;
the other issues were also well shown in pairs,
strips and Dblocks, all unused. Téte-béche
stamps were also shown, but must be con-
sidered the weak spot of the exhibit. Mr.
Grunewald and Mr. Lombard were each
.awarded a silver medal for unused French,
though there is no doubt that the formar had
the finer collection, the large number of téte-
béche stammps especially being remarkable.
Mr. Grunewald also received a gold medal for
his used and unused French stamps, his col-
lection being entered in two classes. Besides
this he received Mr. Bernichon's gold medal
specially given for collectors of French ssamps
living outside France and Colonies,

In the next class, Mr. Mirabasd received a
gold medal for his magnificent collection of
Switzerland. Magnificent is the only word for
such an exhibit, KEvery copy was perfect, and
rarities like 4 rappen Zurich, 2} rappen Baile,
double Genevas, Vauds both values, abounded.
A great many were unused ; all the values thet

! could be plated were, with very few exceptions,

} represented by made-up sheets.

It is only
pussible with the help of such a collection to
compile such a philatelic work as that lately

' published by himself and Baron de Reutefs-

kiceld. M. Zanfiresco also reccived a gold
medal for his stamps of Roumania. It wasa

. great pity that the Committee allowed collec-

-

tions in albums to be exhibited and to compete
with stamps on sheets, as in the former case
only a few pages could be shown; it is there-
fore impossible for me to say anything about
this collection. The same remarks apply to the
next pold medallist in this class, Mr. Gunther,
who exhibited Greece. In this case 1 was how-
ever more lucky, as I saw the collection shown
to some enquirer, and if I must speak candidly,
I must protest that this collector did not
deserve the award. Dr. Yersin exhibited hia
eollection of Swiss stamps, all used, and re-
ceived . silver medal. Mr. Rudolf Friedl
exhibited in this class his fine collection of
Austria, and received a gold medal, and Mr.
Giwelb his mostly unused collection of Russia,
Finland, &e., which gained a silver medal.

In the next section, Mr. Hupfeld gained the
first prize with his splendid collection of German
States, all unused in single specimens, blocks,
and sheets. They were contained in ten
albums, and amourted to the respectable total
of over 30,000 stamps. It was a great pity not
more of his treasures could be shown in frames,
but I understand the collection was especially
rich in sheets. Bremen was represented by
entire sheets. Saxony contained the error in a
pair, Bavaria one sheet each of the six values of
the second issue, Wurtemburg two sheets of the
70 kreutzer, &c. Mr. Schroeder also received
a gold medal for his collection of Bergedorf, all
in original sheets ; furthermore, all the varicus
reprints also in sheets. 1 must admit it is the
hest collection of this district [ have ever seen,
and what is especially to be recommended, the
owner did not mind the rather high charges
for frames and showed his collection in full.
In this class Mr. Duerst received a silver medal
for his lloumanians, which collection seemed
considerably enlarged since it was last shown.
Dr. Kloss received a bronze medal for his special
collection of Saxony, in which the 3 pfennig
was represented by unused and used specimens,
including a strip of three. He also showed the
error and a very large number of envelopes in
all sizes.

In the next section, Mr. van Kinschot re-
ceived the gold medal for his fine snd extensive
collection of Holland and Colonies, and Mr.
Marsden a silver medal for Portugal and
Colonies.

Mr. Mirabaud received the gold medal in
Tivision 2 Section A. for Mauritius and New
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South Wales, containing some of the greatest
rarities, and including a not very fine copy of
the 2d. Post Oftice. 0Of the Sydney Views, a
good many plates were more or less completely
shown. In the next section Mr. Becktun ve-
ceived & gold medal for his Native States of
Straits Settlements, and Mr. Stowart Wilson a
silver medal for his fine collection of British
India. 1In the next section, C., Mr. Mirabaud
was successful with his St. Vincent. Section D.
only contained twe exhibits of Cyprus, Mr.
North receiving the silver and Mr. Acavalos
the bronze medal. In Section E. Mr. Gibson
was successful with his Gibraltars,

In the next class, 3, Section A., Mr. Van den
Bergh received the gold medal for his Philip-
pines, and in Section B. Mr. Cantel Bey the
same award for his fine collection of Egypt and
Suez Canal. Mr. Beckton also received a
bronze mnedal for his stamps of the Orange Free
State.

In the next class, 4, gold medals were
awarded to Mr. Ehrenbach for Buenos Ayres
and Dominican Republic, Mr. W. T. Wilson
for Mexico, Mr. Luff for United States, and
Mr. Griebert for Uruguay. Silver medals re-
ceived :—Mr., Mirsbaud for Sandwich Isles,
Mr. Roberts for Brazil, and Mr. Abbott for
Hayti.

Class 4, comprising ravities, was very weak,
if we take out those semt by Mr. Barnichon,
which were hors coneonirs,

So far I have dealt only with the medals
found by the committes, but a considerable
number of special medals were given by dealers,
collectors, and societies ; and here we come to
a curious puint. Although the committee ac-
cepted these special medals officially, and pub-
lished them in their catalogue, yeot they did not
publish the names of the recipients, as they
considered them private and unotticial.  In this
I think they were wrong, as they were cer-
tainly official awards, when distributed by the
Jury after having been accepted and published.
I do not say they are of the same value as the
medals awarded in the open compatition, but I
do think the names of the winners ought to
have been published together with them.

The Grand Prix was awarded to Mr. Mira-
baud, and I am certain he fully deserved it.
He had practically a room to himself, and his
exhibit was considered worth £20,000. The
medal is of the same design ax the general
medal, but considerably larger.

Unfortunately Messrs.  Bacon, Breitfuss,
Castle, Lindanbarg, Mahé, Mosns and Ohrt
were unable ta a:%3nd and act as judges. This
meant that Engi.d and Germany were un-
represented on the jury. In view of the great
importance of tha German exhibits, Mr. Stock
was asked to act as judge. The judges wers

Messrs, Léglise (chairman), da Reutsrskiold
(vics-chairman), Bernichon (szcratary), Diena,
Langlois, Marconnst, V. Roboart, Sirvantie,
Stock and van Hoek, and I think thay acted
very fairly and impartially. Unfortanately the
timz at thair disposal was utterly insufticient,
thrae days oaly being allowal to them. The
conszijusnce was that the spacial me al list could
not bz raid after the banquet, which was a
goures of great disappointment to many.

G aneral grumbling was however cansed by the
bal arvangament of the stamps and the mixed
up characier of the catalogua. Both were
grassly mismanaged, and it was utterly im-
possible to get a clear goneral view of any
coantry. Espscially was this the cass in the
exhibits of French stamps, which were in every
cornar of the exhibition. It was the same with
the catalogue; the numbzars waere not con-
secntive, but ran in this fashion : 62, 105, 103,
48, 87, 62, 77, 124, 1350, 17, 77, 8), 11, &ec.
The roon was very well adapted, the light was
good and T do not think any stamps suffered.
Financially I am afraid the exhibition will not
be a success, and | hope the guarantors will
not lose too wmuch. Only two of tha twelve
dealer's stalls were taken, ona by Lemaire and
the other by Kohl

O Tuesday afternoon a party of soine forty
gentlemen and ladies were invited to visit the
new stainp printing works in the Boulevard
Brune, and this indesd was a treat not casily
ob:ainel. Al wore deeply interestad in the
printing, gumming, drying and perforating
proczsses and, T am cortain, know a lot nore
abo it the manafactare of postage stamps than
thay did befora. 1 heard the remark expressed,
that it woald be a very fine thing, if the
managem=nt woald during ths visit, or so to
spank, while you wait, print a special stump
commamorative of the visit, and present one to
each guest.

On Welaesday aftarnoon the jury, the com-
mittes and friends were photographed. It was
rather a large group, but has come out splen-
didly.

On Welnasday night the banquet took place
at tha Rastaurant de la Luns in the Chymp de
M s, and was a signal success,  Aboat 130-140
gentlemsn and ladies sat down to thy festive
board and enjoyed an excellant mosal. After
the repast cama the spaaches, which fortunately
were to the point andl not long, and then the
excitemant reached the climax, whasn Mr.
Barnichon rose and commenced to read the
list of official awards. Aftor the dinner ths
inherent nature of uvery philatelist showed it-
self in the swoop mads upsn the manus. In
two minutes not onz2 mani was left, all hal
disappaared, no doubt to be treasured up by
thoie who weve able to pocxet ons.




156 PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN. September 20, 1900

One more exhibition has thus passed away,
and 1 trust it will not be the last time I shall
meet my philatelic friends. g

Amongst foreigners present I noticed, Messrs,
Duvecn, Phillips, Beckton, Friedl, Hupfeld,
Abbott, Diena, De Reuterskiold, Grunewald,
Buhl, Duerst, Kohl, Moser, Vedely, Cantel
Bey, Giwelb, van Hoek, Stock, Griebert, Wilson,
and others,
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TO ADVERTISERS.

As the space apportioned to advertise-
ments i$ strictly limited and we are rapidly
booking orders for next season, dealers
who wish to secure special positions
for their annocuncements should make
early application.

The PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT
BriTaIN has a bona fide circulation of
1,500 to 2,000 per month, and is therefore
an cxcellent medium for Advertisements.

KIRKPATRICK & PEMBERTON,
202, HIGH HOLBORN.
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Philatelic Dorals.

Considering the temptations to which they
ars exposed, stamp dealersand collectors taken
ag a whole, are probably as honest a set of
men as the followers and devotees of any other
trade or hobby, The delights of philately are
not such as appeal to gross and material tem-
peramsnts nor to illitarate or very ignorant
people ; in fact the recruits of our gentle art
come as & rule from the retined and educated
classes amonyg whom a high state of morality
may be looked for. Nevertheless the possibili.
ties of fraud and the contidence which is so
necessary and is exchanged so frealy among
collectors and dealers are so graat, that there is

no wonder that black sheep are attractud to our
hobby for the purpose of fattwning on the
gullibility of those engaged in it. Indeed it
is remarkable that we do not hear moure often
of malpractices and frauds by these intruders in
our happy family. We will instance an every
day transaction in the ordinary course of busi-
ness tu show the contidence that is constantly
displayed. A dealer receives a request from
sume unknown person in a distant part of the
country for stamps on approval. The request
15 accompanied by one or two names of people,
eyually unknown, to whom the dwaler may
apply for reference. These references heing
duly taken up and found satisfactory, though
the dealer knows as little of the reforees as he
does of the referrer, he sends a book of stamps,
containing perhaps £50 to L0V worth, on
approval. The dealer feels no quaims for the
safety of his property and the buok coines back
in the course of a few days with a carrect re-
mittance for the value of the stamps retained.
This is the every day experience of any dealer
who advertises sutticiently, and it is rarely in-
deed that the applicant is dishonest.  Still, the
dealer who entrusts his valuablss to an entire
stranger (for refercnees, after all, arc of little
value)exhibits a remarkable degroe of euntidence,
to which few other tradesmen could furnish a
parallel.  Denlers must see to it therefore, for
their own good ag well as that of the trade
generally, that they do not show boo groat a con-
fidence, for such a course is a distinet encour-
agement to dishonesty.

The beginner who buys from a dealer who
is inexperienced or of no repute, also shows
un overweening contidence, for he may find
when his own knowledge of stamps ripens that
he has beon victimized either by the dishonesty
or the ignorance of the vendor. An ignorant
stamp dealer is as much a danger to philately
as a dishonest one, and there are unfortunately
too many ignorant stamp dealers about. 1t is
hard sometiines to tell where inexperivnce ends
and dishonesty begins, many dealers when
suspected of the latter, plead the former, and
their customers have no redress. As long as
ignorance 18 accepted sy an excuse, forgeries
may be sold with impunity. This is another
state of affairs which needs reform.

Another of the evils which a man is open to
when he sends sheets of stamps on approval,
is the substitution of poor copies for good,
though since & lady was mulcted in £94
damages and cnsts for an offence of this nature
goine yosrs ago, this form of larceny has lost
much of its seductiveness for the evildver, It
can be eavily detectad by a dealer, but the
case is otherwise with exchange clubs, though
we are pleasad to hear that the exchange
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secretaries are perfecting a scheme by which it
will be impossible for the substituters to escape
detection, which will be followed by & mercileas
prosecution.

But if we have the forger, the feker and the
substituter amcng us, recent events have ¢hown
that we Lave alro to Leware of the cemmon
thief! The nan who ‘‘lifts” valvable stanps
from an sucticneer's cffee or a ehop ccvnter
may be no yphilatelist; but unforturately, the
chences are that he is. Ovr rezders will re-
menlLer that a few ncnths #go & Lcrdon
aucticneer logt a £ne strip cf thiee 2d. Queens-
land imperforate, which has not since been
traced. 1t wculd be very diffcult fer the thief
to copnvert such Looty into gold without its lead-
ing to his detecticn ; it is ccnceivable therefere
that the culprit is cnly an a1dent philatelist who
preserves his collecting instincts unhampered by
the irkecme conditions generally impcesed by
conscience and the law. We now hear of
another and more barefaced 1chlery of stamps,
Messrs. Bright and Son of the Strénd being
the victims.  In encther «olunn we publich a
letter on the subject frcm Messis, Bright and
Son, in which a descripticn of the mun is given,
together with particulais of the stanips which
he tcok.  We understand that the rarcal wasin
the shop for ubout an hour, during which time
he went through several books of Europenns,
that which has disappeared being one of them.
Almost Jmmediately after his departure, Mr.
Oliver, the wanager, happened to want this
perticulr hook and found that it had gene.
Information was immedintely given to the
police, but up to the time of wiiting, with no
result. This appears to us to be a care in
which other dealers might he useful, as sowme
dealer in London or the provinces might in-
clude among his customers a nan answering
nearly enough to the description given, to justify
Messrs. Bright and Son  being notiied.  Cun-
fronted with the culprit, Mr. Oliver would know
him agnin at once. Briefly, his description is
about 40, of medium height, with thick,
rather dark, moustache, and wearing 4 greyish
jacket suit, He asks for Kuropean stamps
and hasx an old Gibbon's catalogue in which
he registers his acquisitions. 1t is to be hoped
that he iay be traced either by this rather
mesayre description, or in the attempt to dispose
of the stun-ps.  We sympathise very much with
Messrs. Bright and _Son in their misfortune, as
we are sure their nvmerous friends will
too, and trust that they will recover their !
property.

i |

Totes by tbe—mlap.

 — {

|
Our publishers wish to call attention to their
immpending change of oftices. They have taken
a shop at 229, High Holborn, and will remove
to that address on Oct. 1 next, on and after
which date all communications must be
addressed there. The November number of
the FPh. J. of G.B. will be a very big one, and
5000 copies will be circulated. The prices for
advertisements for this special number will be
raised, though existing contracts, and contracts
for three or more months, which are entered

into in October will not be affected.

The Paris Philatelic Exhibition is a thing of
the past, but the memory of it is with many of
us. One French paper claims that it has been
a huge success, in spite of the **almost total
abstention of the English, who sulked here as
they have sulked in the Universal Exhibition.”
Yet there is one English town whose philatelists
have not sulked, and that is Manchester, No
less than eight different exhibits from Cotton-
opolis were on view. One prominent collector
showed only Egypt and Orange River Colony,
an cdd selection, but perhaps significant. The
French will probably see in this choice a fresh
proof of our inborn perfidity. The * V. R.1.”
surcharges are said to be unpopular in France.

——

We have received a report of the XI1Ith
Germun Philatelic Congress at Frankiort on
Main, which took place at the end of July,
The account is sent in alleged KEnglish. We
nmuch appreciate the kindness of the sender,
and the hest way in which we can reciproeate
is by witholding publication, but we cannot
resist the following sentences :—*¢ On tuesday
with a great international exchange—more
correctly said **a big fair "—the arrangements
were finished, All presont philatelists

have been enjoying themselves excellently, but
they have also laboured with passion, particu-
larly in regurd of the organisation, which in
the Germans are probably the first.” These
conflicting emotions are no doubt the bitter-
sweets of philately.

—O__

The report goes on to say that 200 phila-
telists wure present at the congress, and these
represented 5400 members of 25 societies in
Germany and abroad. The alliance of the
Philatelic Societies of Germany and Austria is
the largest philatelic association in the world,
comprising 110 societies with 5000 members,
There is a board of directors whoe are all in-




Beptember 20, 1900

PHILATELIC JOURNAL

OF GREAT BRITAIN.

fluential men, and they superintend the follow-
ing work of the Alliance, which undertakes the
examination of stamps, information, litigations,
etc. The ofticial organ of the ‘“Bund” is the
Vertranliches Korrespondens-Blatt philatelist-
ascher Vereine, which translated means *“ The
Contidential Journal of Philatelic Societies.”
The Societies represented comprise 150 German
and 50 ‘ otherones” of Switzerland, Belgium,
Holland, Sweden, Norway, Hungary, and
Finland. Would not some association on
similar lines prove useful in England?
——

The London Philatelist does not often des-
cend to humour, and yet the innocence of the
following may be doubted. * We are credibly
informed that there must be a *break’ in the
prices of many of the transitionary period stamps
of the South African countries, and that after
the war there will probsbly be a general settling
down of *V.R. and ‘V.R.1.’ varieties.”
Quite likely.  The more those *f transitionary
periods " go up, the mnore the prices go down.
But seriously, the first types of surcharge in
which the periods foot the line, show no
likelihovd of coming down in price; in fact,
two values have lately been flying guite a
breathless upward race and the wore the
24d. blew the more the 6d. rose,  The latter is
already out of sight of most humble collectors,
and the former is still soaring.

———

The attention of *LP.U.” members is called
to the report by their Hon. Sec. which ss given
in its usual place in this Journal. It will be
seen that the committse are meeting on the
19th to discuss the propused competitive exhi-
bition which has been suggestad as an attrac-
tion for the new season. Members having any
suggrestions to make should communicate with
the Hon. Sec, This is also a good opportunity
for those philatelists at home and abroad who
have not joined the *“LP.U." to see about
doing so, in order that they may begin with the
new session.  The wivantages of membership
are set forth in our February number, one of
these advantages, we inay say again, is, that the
Philatelic Journal of Great Britatn is sent free
to every member,

In the Septewber number of the American
Jowrnnl of Philately, appesrs the final instal-
ment of the ** Catalogue for Advancad Collec-
tors,” and the publishers in commenting
thereon, state that it was begun in 1889,
when subscriptions were fixed at 5 dols. for
the complete catalogue. Now, at its conclu-
sion nearly cleven years later, they estimate
that its publication has involved them in an
outlay of between 20 dols. and 25 dols. for
each original subscription of & dols.

i

we

Under this heading chronicle only those
stamps which to the best of our belief hav

actunily appeared.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

British Honduras. The 10c. surcharged
‘“Revenue '’ recently chronicled exists according to
the A/./. with the error * B" instead of “R™”
as in the 5c.

Cape of Good Hope. AMafeking. We have
not yet listed the stamps bearing portrait of Baden
vy I'owell and cylist, an omission
which we now correct.  Three
more varieties have also to be
added to the list of surcharged
stamps given in July. The 1f-
on 6d. Bechuanaland is now
known in DLuoth types on the
issues of 1881 and 1888,
y Mr. Stocken has discovered
the Gd. on 3d, Cape wmk. CA. and crown, the one
previously listed being on the anchor wmk. stamp
of 1897.

Adhesives. on blue (eyalisty,
pale blue (eyelist).

blite { head of Baden Fowell).

1d. blue
d. ., .

3d.

" [

ad. ,, ., paleblue ,, . X
3. .. .. blue . . larger size.
3d. ., , paleblne “ »

Surchargeld on Cape.
6. on Al elnret, wink, Cr. and CA.

Surcharged on British Bechuanaland.

1 - on 6itl. black on red (1898) small trpe,
-, 6d, " (18%3) taney ty pe.

Hong Kong. A correspondent sends us the
9c¢, printed in green, and informs us that the 10c. is
also changed to ! lue.

Adhesives. 2c. Zreen.

10c. blue.

India. China. Mr. W. T. Wilson sends us a
specimen of the § anna India surcharged “ C. E F.”
for the use of the British Furces in China. The
initi~ls mean * China Expeditionary Force.”” Mr,
Wilson inforins us that the 1, 2, 23, 3, 4, 8, 12a and
1 rupee have also been similarly overprinted. We
understand from the Philatelic [Jorrnal of India
that vrdinary Indian stamps would have been ussed,
but owing tu the exchnge there would hive been
danger of the wily Chinese buying them fot remitiing
to India, soit has been decided to sell the stamps at
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4 cents. to the anna, while the dollar is only worth
1s. 114,

Surcharged - C.E,F.” in black.

Adhesives. § auna, green. 4 annas, olive.
+  plum. 8 ,, mauve,
2 annas, blue, 12 ,, Lrown on red,
2% ,, green 1 rupee, carmine and green.
3 ,  orange
Orcha. The M, J. has received the 4a imper-

forate, and also an envelope of da. The design
on the latter consists of the arms within two
concentric circular bands, containing English inscrip-
tions, “ Orcha Postage” *“ Half Anna’' above, and
native inscriptions below.

Adhesive. 4 annas, green, imperf. )
Eunvelope. 4 anna, bright green on white laid,

New South Wales. Mr, L. E. Bradbury
sends to the A/ /. two varieties of perforation which
have not been catatogued before, By the way we
have noticed that the 23d. Llue is now coming over
in a much lighter shade of bLlue than before.

Adhesives. Y3d. purple (Die 1) perf. 11.

ud., (Cr. and N.S.W.,, perf. 11 by 11},

New Zealand. The 4d. bhrown and Dlue is
reported on the wmk’d. paper; and we have
received the 3d. and 1/- of the local printing.

Adhesives, 4d, brown and Ulue, wimk. N.Z. and star,

dd. brown, local print, no wmk. perf. 11.
d

1,- re 3 ¥ "

Northern Nigerig,. We
illustrate the series of stamps
now in use in this region of
Africa.
they arc of the stereotypad
The list
of values was given last month.

It will be seen that

De la Kue patlern.

Orange River Colony. The thick v "
variety on the stamps surcharged “ V.R.L." occurs
six timesin a pane in the following positions : - Nos.
8,17, 23, 39, 44, 48, and it is found on the values
already chronicled, while there is another setting
up of types on the 1d., still with six thick “ V's?®
to a pane, but in the following positions. Nos, 2,
14, 20, 40, 43 and 46. The A/.7. has seen the 3d.
orange with the surcharge double printed ; it is not
stated to which printing it belongs.

Adhesive.  Jd. arange, double surcharge.

The Free State 23d. value
having been exhausted, re-
course has been had to the
Cape stamp of <ame face value,
and this has been overprinted

as shown in the illustration.

Adhesive. 23d. blue (on Cape 244d.),

The following interesting letter appeared in the
Am. J. of Ph.

SUKCHARGED STAMPS.
8ir
1L reply to yvour inquiry. I have the honour toin-
form jou that the Military Governor deputed me to

inspect the surchargest O.F.S. stamps before sale to the
public. Owing to the great pressure of work it was not
pussible to mmke a searching inspection of each sheet of
stamps, aml in consequence stamps having the following
errors were passcd abd issued for sale, viz :—

HALF-PENNY SHEETs, * 4" is omitted before Ithe
“*d’ in the left hand bottom corner quarter. In the last
row of each yuarter sheet the stop is owitted between the
“V" and “ K" futhe third stamp from the left.

ONE-PENNY SHEETS. The stop is owmitted in the last
row of each quarter between the *V*and *“ R" iu the
third stamp from the left. Ina few of the original im-
plrerssious an *' 1, was omitted after the ** V.R.” on each
sh-et.

Two-rENNY HALF-PENNY SHEBETS,—The surcharge
24" was made by the late Guvernment of the Urange
Free State, Tle sane error occurs as in the case of the
two-penny shieets in the last row of ench q arter.

THREE-PENNY AND FOUR-PENNY SHEETS.—The same
errurs occur ns in the cuse of the two- penny sheets,

SIX-PENNY SHEETS.—The redl stamiprs were th use when
the Army entered the Free State. The stock being e hausted
the blue {ssue, whick was fonud in the Free State Treasury,
was brought into issue.

In addition to the errors which occur as inthe case of the
two-penuy sheets, a **6'' iy omitted before the ' in
the two left hand quarters of each sheet.

ONE-SHILLING AND FivE-SuiLLiNgs SHEETs.—The
sute errors oceur as in the case of the two-penny sneets,
In a few of the original issues the ** 1" and the 5"
were omittel before the ** 8" in the snine position on each
sheet us the siwilar error whicl vecurs in the half. penuy
shicet now forwarded to you.

2. Subsequently it came to my knowledge thiat a small
numuerof brown penny and yellow shilling stamps which
were in  private hauds on the entry of the army into
Bloemfontein, had been surcharged.

As such a step had not been anthoriseld the matter was
brought to the at ention of the Militury Governor, by
whosg authority all such brown penny anel yellow shilling
stamps as could be tracul in the himmis of stamp dealers,
ete., were reenlled aml confirgated.

3. Many errors not mentioned above occurred in sur-
charging the stamps, but fortnnately they were all
detected, and stamps with them were not placed on sale.
This s mentioned as unscrupnlous persons may have
fabricated similur errors in order to place nn enhanced
vilue on stamps in their possession bLefore the British
ocenpation of the late Urange Free State (how Orubge
River Colony;.

1. Cumplete sheets of surclurired stamps have been
supplied to the British Mu.eum. 1'rom these stampe the
vuly errors mentiviied in paragrapl | whieh are missin
are penny stamps with ¥V R.™ ouly, shilling stamps wit
no ‘1% before * 8, and five shilling stamps with no
0 before the * 8"

Yours faithfully,
(sEd.) W AL OMEARA, Major.
To
Cupt. Buraett-Hitcheock,
Assirt, I'ruvost Marshal,
Blovinfontein.

South Australia. “The dd.and 2d.in the new
colours are now surcharged **0.8."" in the same
way as the 1d. rose.

Official Stanps. 3(1. green, surchurge black.
2d. viulet " ”

Straits Settlements. It is certainly time
that the attention of the llome authorities was
directed to the stamp making propensities of the
Strait Settlements. Hardly a month goes by but a
new stamp of some sort or other requires to be
chronicled, either in the Settle-
ments, or for one wur
other of the protected States.
It seems strange that so much
surcharging should be required
in a district where the white
population is so small, and
postage requirements neces-
sarily limited. This month
we illustrate the 1c. Negri
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Sembilan overprinted ‘* Federated Malay States,”
and we understand the whole series has been
similarly treated. We look forward with eager
anticipation to the time when one set of stamps will
be in use for the whole Malay Peninsula.

Perak. A 4c. stamp of the Tiger type has been
surcharged in black * One Cent.’

Adbesives. de. lilac and carmine.

e, in black, on 2¢. lilac and browa.

Transvaal. A correspondent who is serving
with the army in the Transvaal writes ;: ¢‘ The stamps
from d. to 10/- have been surcharged ' V.R.1.'in
black, at Pretoria and Johannesburg; but from
Wolmaranstadt I have received specimens sur-
charged * Cancelled V.R.L’ in writing capitals, in
mauve, Of these I have seen 3d., 1d, 2d., 24d.,
3d., 4d., 64., and also the long 1d. Jubilee, similarly
surcharged. The word **Cancelled” is generaily
across the words “Z. African Republic ' at the
top of thestamps, but it varies, as the width between
the words * Cancelled ' and * V.R.L’ differs.”

This is the first we have heard in England, of
any such issue ; let us hope the surcharges mentioned
are bogus. Our correspondent further remarks **1
fancy loyalists in the T'ransvaal will surcharge any
stamps they have by them as best they can; and as
the Post Offices arc mostly in military hands, any
stamps will practically puss muster.” This is not
too reassuring.

The three highest values must now be added to
the list given last month of the regulation ** V.R.L."
surcharges.

Adbesives. 23, 6d. purple.

5 - glate.
19 - pale brown,

—_—

OTHER GOUNTRIES.

Austria. When the current issue came out at
the beginninz of the year with a fairly uniform per-
foration of 12} x 134, we thought i:hat the day of the
Austrian “ perforation fiend ’ had gone by, but we
now hear of the fullowing variations:

Adhesives.  9h, deep preen, perf. 124 x 10.

3uh. ruse-lilac "

Cupaids. 2h. brown, perf. lu, b
&h.

LT} "

And for the Levant -—
Adliesive,

Brazil. The 50 reis on 10 reis, Provisional,
which we chronicied last April, appears never to
have been issued, nor, as tar as we know, was it
ever prepared for use.

2pi. un Wh. pale blue, perf. 104,

Colombia. Cucuta. The le. Provisional is
now perforated, and printed on green instead of
yellow paper, as we understand from the 4./,
of Ph.

Adhesive.  le. black on blue-green, perl,

France. Dedeagh, Morocco, and Fort Said,
Messrs. Whitfield King have sent us specimens of
the 2 francs stamps surcharged in black for each of
these places, amd also the Se. yellow-green suf-
charged ** Dédéagh ' in carmine.

Dedeagh, Sc. yellow-green {type A.), surcharge carmine.
» 8 piastres on 2 {r. " black.

Morocco, 4 piastres on 2 fr. .- .

Port Said, ¢ fr.

() [

Germany. Thereplycardsof 5and 10 piennig,
Germania design, have now appeared.

Postcards, 5 x 5 pf., green on huff.

10 x 10 pf,, ruse "

Greece. The10lep. postcard of similar design to
the new 5 lep. card described last month, as well as
reply cards of both ¢alues, have been issued.

Posteards. 5 x 5 lep., green on buff.
10 lep., rose on grey.

10 x 1v lep., rose on grey,

Holland. Mwich Indies. The ordinaty issue
of Holland surcharge 1 ** NED. —INDIE" and value, a
set of which was clironicled in December last,is
only now appearing. Messes. Whitheld King & Co.
send us the 10c., and we have seen the 25z, used.
The complete set of seven values has since been
shown to us by Mr. Wickhart. The surcharge is in
black.

Adhesives,  1oc. on 10c, grey.
123¢. on 124, blue,
15¢, on 15¢. brown,
2e. on e, green.
23c. on Zic. rose amd hlue.
e, on H0e. bronze green and rose,
2y, 5uc. on 2. lilae.

Messrs. Whitheld King also inform us that the
20 and 25c. envelopes of the 1878 issue of Dutch
Indies are now surcharged 10c.

Surinam. The stock of 2jc. of the old King's
head Jesign has been used up by surcharging, to
meet a demand for le. stamps.

Adhesive. Ic.Pon 2jc. (type of '73), surcharge black.
Peru., Der Fhil. gives an illustration of a new
stamp of the value of 22c., which has the appear-
ance of being « commemoration. In the middle is
the portrait of a gentleman, * 1900 in top curners,
and *22—Centavos—22” at hottom. ** Union
Postal Universal " on cach side, and what appears
to be the name of the gentleman, but is undecipher-
able, in a carved label below the portrait. The
frame is described as green and the portrait black.

Adhesive.

Portugal. [lortuguese [ndies. 'The A/ /. has
received a Provisional, 14r. on 2 tangas, 1888
design. The surcharge reads ‘* 1§—Réis” in two
lines.

Adlhiesive, 14r. on 2 tangas, surelisrge black.

22¢. green andd black,

Roumania. Some of the adhesives are now
appearing on thin unwatermarked paper, with pink
gum. ‘The following values are chronicied : —

1b. pale brown, no wimk.
Hby. emerald green, no wink.
15b. black, no wik,

Salvador. The M./. chronicles another Pro-
visional for this little Republic, viz.: the §c. of
1898, surcharged ** Transito I'erritorial '’ in mauve.

Adhesive. Sc. (of 1498) bluc~green, surcharge mauve.

faal

Adbiesives.
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Discoveries, Errors, and
Notes.

Cape of Good Hope. With reference to the
Provisional Stamps issued at Vryburg, a correspon-

dent in South Africa sends the following infor-
mation :—

Various

At Vryburg, I was told by a resident, that there
were three ditforent Jots of stamps issusd, all of which 1
have seen,  Firstly, the d. greeu, 1d. red, 2d. brown, and
2}d, volive-green, Cape of Good Hope, surcharged
S LA but pot ¢ 180, as the cuttivng which 1 en-
close from your periodical states; nor was the 3d. sur-
charged ** } pence.”  Secondly, the Boers posted letters
from Vryburg using their 0wN stmmps, and taking the
letters ** C.G.IL.” from the bottem of the Vryburg post-
mark, which consists of the words ** Vryburg, 26th Feb,
1900, C.G.1."in a ciecle.  'Thirdly, when the Boers left,
they left o few of their stamps behind, of which the 3d.
and Id. (Trunsvaal fesue) were wsurcharged vertieally
CSPFCIAL POST= VORI, and of these, only forty of
the 1d. were winid 10 huve been issued.”

Dutch Indies. The Echo de Ja T. describes
a lc. stamp, head of King design, printed in red-
brown, the colour «f the 2 cents. It 1s postmarked
¢ Batavir, Sept, 16, 1882, and is evidently an
error.

New Snruth Wales. According to the A7 /.
the 10d. red-brown exists without the surcharge
* Ninepence,”” but with overprint showing in relief
at the back, thus proving that two sheets must have
been put into the press at the same time. Itis
perf. 12 x 114, The Am, J. ¢f Ph. announces that
it has receivea from Messrs. Smyth and Nicolle,
imperforate speci mens of the 1s, brown (1888) ;
6d. blue-green (1898), and 6d. orunge (1599) stamps.

Sirmoor. It transpires that the *On S.8.5,”

surcharge was never officially applied to the 1895-9
issues, elephant design.

Spain. The 2 reales of 1851 in the colour of
the 6 reales, which was found some months ago in a
block with the 6 reales, and which was doubted by
M. Moens, who had always held that it was an
essay, is now acknowledge | by that authority to be
quite genuine, and the fact that the 2 reales blue isa
genrine enor of coluur is now established beyond a
doubt.

Victoria. Messrs. Whitfield King have sent
us specimens of two large stamps which have Leen
issued here for the purposes of the War Fund. The
1d. is brewn and the 2d. Plue-green.

——*‘W\;—-

‘ (Mafeking Besieged ' Stamps.

The following letter has reached us fron£ a
reader at the Cape :—
Firfield, Plumstead,
Cape Colony,
Aug. 7, 1990.
The Editor P.J.G. B,
Dear Sir,

I, in common with many others, am
much exercised at the popularity, apparently
agrowing one, of the ** Mafeking DBeseiged ”
stamps.

Personally, I fail to see how they can
be classed as a bona fide issue.

It 1s very hard for any sane person to
believe that Mafeking, which, famous
though it be, is only a village not more
than half a mile across, could have need of
s postal service of its own, much less
require a special issue of stamps.

If you can give an answer to the
following queries or throw any light on the
subject, many of your readers will, T am
sure, be grateful to you.

(1) Are these stamps being taken taken
up by genuine collectors, or wmerely hy
those bitten with the ** War Curio Craze ” 1
(if I may be allowed the expression).

(2) Is there any official anthority for
their issue or are they, as many think,
a purely speculative issue ? (They may
be, like tho Z.A.R. Vryburg's, un-
authorised).

(3) Why wereso many varieties needed
(1 can vouch for the fact that there are 19
different sorts at present on the market) ;
and why was it necessary to surcharge
all, except what may be termed the Baden-
Powell types, with a higher value ?

Trusting to have a reply in an early
issue the Journal.

Yours faithfully,
S. M. Havivtox, L2 U.

As Mr. J. R. F. Turner probably knows as
much about the Mafeking stamps as anybody
in this country, we sent him a copy of this
letter, and following are his replies to the
three questions put by Mr. Hamilton :—

1. Mafeking Besieged stamps are undoubtedly
being eagerly sought after by genuine collectors
all over the country, and 1 know of several
cases where people who had stoppsd buying
stamps for a year or two have invested in
Mafeking stamps, and are now again quite
keen collectors. On the other hand, people
who have pot hitherto had the slightest symn-
pathy with Philately, and have frequently
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disparaged the hobby, suddenly find themselves,
owing to the acquisition of a few Mafeking
stamps, quite interested parties, and in some
cagseg they will undoubtedly develop into
ardent stamp collectors. In fact, Baden-
Powell, when he instituted the siege
gtamps, especially the 3d. value bearing
his own portrait, inadverdently gave Philately
the best advertisement it has ever had. The
effects of this advertisement will be of a very
far-reaching character, and it is safe to predict
after the war is over, such & boom in British
South African stamps as has never before
occurred in the stamps of any other country.
There are, however, a limited number of col-
lectors who decry the Mafeking stamps for all
they are worth, but I find that in practically
every case these people have failed to get hold
of any of the stamps. In other words the
grapes are very sour.

2. The amount of ignorance displayed re-
garding the internal state of Mafeking during
the siege is yuite remarkable. As the town
was under martial law, the military authorities
took precedence over the civic authorities, and
Baden-Powell became practically a dictator in
its true Roman sense, He was the authority
for issuing stamps, and it would be impossible
for anyone fully conversant with law to ques-
tion or impugn his authority. The Post Oftice
at Mafeking became directly under his control:
he had a perfect right to issue stamps and to
institute a special service of native runners.
These latter were paid by the Government
Authorities exercising full control over the Post
Ottice. It has been stated that as much as £20
was paid to one of these runners. 1 see no rea-
son to question this assertion.  B.-P. may have
had a most urgent message to send to Plumer,
the importance of which justified an outlay
of £25. Thers is, however, no doubt that the
average pative runner usually received a
very small sum for carrying letters through the
Boer lines. Each runner would receive une
packet of from 50 to B0 letters, sometines
less than 50, These were taken directly to
Buluwayo, and a gentleman just returned from
Rhodesia who was on intimate terms of friend-
ship with the Postmaster at Buluwayo, tells
me he not infrequently saw these mails as they
came in from Mafeking.

It is quite untrue to say that the issue was
entirely speculative. The Post Oftice was only
open to the public one hour during each morn-
ing, and residents who wished to communicate
with their friends in the outer world
haua to leave their letters at the Post Office
during that hour. Each letter was weighed,
and the suin charged for its transmission was
written on the envelope, stamps to the value of

this amount being affired by one of the clerks,
Unused stamps could not be purchased at the
Post Oftice, and those few that have since
appeared on the market were sither obtained
surreptitiously through one of the clerks at the
P.O. or else went through the post uncancelled.
1 have seen several that fall within this latter
category.

3. Mafeking, though formerly in DBritish
Bechuanaland, some few years ago was trans-
ferred to the jurisdiction of the Cape of Good
Hope. Consequently at the outbreak of hos
tilities it was not surprising to find that the P.O.-
possessed both Bechuanaland and Cape stamps.

A long siege had not been anticipated, the
prevalent opinion being that the war would be
over by Christmas. When however March
arrived and there was no prospect of immediate
relief, the P.O. found it necessary to husband
its resources. The stock of stamps on hand
was a small one, and for the most part consisted
of 3d. and 1d. values. As the minimum charge
for the postage of a letter zi« North was 1s. and
viee South 6d., the latter route being very seldom
used, in order to make the stamps last more than
twice as long as they otherwise would have done,
they were all surchirged a higher value. As it
was uite impossible to know how long thesiege
would still last, B.P. was certainly justified in
increasing the value of his stock of stumps in
this way, and to guard against a possible short-
age, he instit.ted two special stamnps.  One,
known as the cyclist stamp, has ** Local Post”
at the foot, and was purely for local purposes,
letters so franked being delivered in any part
of Mafeking by members of the Cadet Corps.
The other stmnp the * Baden Powell” 3d.
merely has ** Postage” at the foot and helped
to frank letters anywhere, either in or out-
side Mafeking. I have seen several envelopes
bearing four of these stamps sent from  Mafe-
king (Cape of Good Hope) to Buluwayo
{Rhedesin), and I also know of letters sent
to England bearing the B.DP. stamp, in fact,
I possess one myself, Sicge stamps were
instituted on March 23, and the reliof of the
town took place on May 17, but despite the
methods Baden-Powell adopted to increase his
stock of stamps, it is stated in a communica-
tion 1 have reccived from the Post-Master
General of the Cape of Good Hope that the
whole of the stock of the stamps were sold at
Mafeking prior to the 1elief of the town.

J. . F. TURNER.

The Stamp Collectors  Forfnightly has an
article on these stamps, and gives illustrations of
four values which have been forged. They are
all on Cape stamps, viz.: ld. on id., 3d. on
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1d., 6d. on 3d., and 1s. on 4d. It also trans-
pires that both types of the id. Cape have
been operated upon. ‘¢ Enquiries in the city,"”

says the 8.C.F., ‘“‘veveal a strong concensfs of *

opinion that these fakes are being made at the
Cape. . . . We incline to the belief that
the spurious surcharges and postmarks are
applied at some place much nearer home, if not
actually in the metropolis.” The Fortnightly
does not describe the forgeries as it might aid
the forger in his work. The Stamp Trade
Protection Society has the matter in hand, and
we wish themn all success in tracing the fakes
to their source.

-—0—

The Stamp Collector also refers to the same
subject, and gives the following particulars :—

‘Some weeks ago, & gentleman of Birming-
ham received a parcel of various curiosities
from his son residing at the Cape. Among
them were numerous postage stamps, similar to
those issued at Mafeking during the memorable
seige. Each set consisted of the same varieties,
and learning fromn the daily Press that such
stamps were commanding high prices, he called
upon a local firin of stamp dealers, where he
received a satisfactory offer, and disposed of
two sets, Other similar sets he disposed of to
dealers both in London and the provinces. He
shortly received a letter from one of the Lon-
don dealers, stating that the stamps were
forgeries. This came as a great surprise, and
he at once called on the Birmingham firm where
the firat sets had been sold, and there learning
the true nature of the forgeries, he thereupon
refunded the money he had received, and
cabled to his son, hoping to prevent further
purchases.

‘“We later learned that a Birmingham
auctioncer had received several sets of Mafe-
kings (), which would have been put up for
sale on Tuesday, September 4. We im-
mediately made investigations, only to find
that these sets, too, were forgeries.

* Un making further enquiries, we found the
stamps had been received direct from Cape
Town. On questioning the auctioneer, we
learned that the South African client was the
same gentleman who had sent a few sets to his
father by a previous mail. He afterwards was
offered and purchased a further lot of sets,
which he sent to the auctioneer, who was a
personal friend, hoping they would realize
sufticient profit to pay for the whole of his
purchases of curios.”

& o B

e

THE SCOTTISE PHILATELIC SOCIETY

The first monthly meeting of the season was held
at 5, St. Andrew Square, on the 10th of Sept. at

8 p.m.
Present: Mr. Adam Smail, Hon. Pres, in the
chair, and Messrs. Richardson, Kerr, Winkler,

Baxter, Brain and Fish.

Capt, Stuart H, Godfrey (Nethy Bridge), was
elected a member.

Vol. I1. of the London Philatelist, had beenadded
to the library ; and the London Philatelic Society
had kindly promised to send new numbers as
published.

Mr. Baxter showed V.R.I.'s on Orange Free
State stamps, * Orange River Colony " on the 23d.
of the Cape of Good Hope.

Mr. Kerr showed the 4d. deep blue of 1852,
British Guiana ; the 1f- mauve of 1851, Nova
Scotia; and rare Ceylons, New Zealands, and
Sydney Views, all on entires.

It was agreed that members be asked to help in
making a display at next meeting, of British Guiana,
New Brunswick, Newfoundland, and Nova Scotia,

All accounts had Leen settled up to date, and the
balance in the hands of the Treasurer was £4 3s.
Exchange Packets had been squared to end of July.
The Auvgust Packet now in circulation valued
489 155, 6d. net.

WILLIAM FISH, M.A,,
18, Montpelier Terrace, Hon. Sec.
Edinburgh.

NOTICE.

Owing to the increase of business, we find our
present offices inconvenient, and have therefore
taken a lease of larger premises, including a

shop, at
229, HIGH HOLBORN,
Which, on and after
OCTORBER l1st,
WILL BE OUR ONLY ADDRESS.
—0—-

Our new shop is situated about & hundred yards
nearer the city than our presont address, on the
same side of the road. It is also half & minute's
walk from the British Museum Station on the new

CENTRAL LONDON ELECTRIC RAILWAY,

and s few doors from the Holborn Restaurant.

Visitors to London, on their way to see the
Tapling Collection at the British Museum, wiil
find No. 229, HIGH HOLBORN a con-
venient house of call.

kickpatrick & Pemberton.
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Philately at home.

The London Philatelist. One of the most
important papers which have been read on any
philatelic subject for a long timeis Mr. W,
Dorning Beckton's article on the

1862 18UE or Rovaaxia,

which was read before the Manchester Phil-
atelic Society on April 6 last, and which is
reproduced in the London Philatclist for August.

The intricate subject is treated very clearly,
and we will proceed to summarize the main
points.

Tie HAXD-STRUCK STAMPSH.

At first the stamps were printed in sheets of
32, from a single die, by hand; they were
arranged 1n four rows of eight, the two centre
rows being tete-heche. As a result of this pro-
cess the stamps were very unevenly placed on
the sheet, sometimes being found partly over-
lapping one another, and this uneveness became
more marked in the iater printings. The paper
first used was laid, this must have been very
soon changed to wove, as the hand-struck stamps
are much commoner on wove than on laid **and
the life of this series was only twelve months.”
Mr. Beckton explicitly states that *‘the stamps
on the luid paper all show the laid lines run-
ning horizontally.” From this we must take it
that he discredits the vertically laid varieties.

THE MACHINE-PRINTED STAMPS,

In 1863 the authorities had plates constructed,
which printed 40 stamps on sheets of the same
size as were used for the hand-struck. Mr.
Beckton believes that the cliches for the plates
were all prepared from the matrices employed
in the printing of the hand-struck, and that the
numerous varieties which are found on the sheets
of these stamps were due to the imperfect
manner in which these cliches were made and
clamped together. ‘‘These characteristics eon-
sist mainly of broken letters, malforation of
letters, or dots, the rest of the stamp being an

exact replica of the hand-struck stamps.” These
varieties always occur in the same positions on
every sheet, and are therefore due to the plate
and not to careless printing.

1t is Mr. Beckton's opinion that there was

OxLY O~k PLate

for each value. In arguing thus he is confronted
by a ditticulty which he gets over very in-
geniously, Sheets of the 6 par. are known on
which none of the stamps have a stop after the
posthorn, while other sheets may be found
which show eleven stamps with a stop in that
position, and on these sheets nineteen of the
stamps have alsoa full stop after *“ FRANCO."
The fact that, apart from the absence or presence
of these full stops, the sheets are ahsolutely
identical, the sub varieties all being in evidence
and in their correct position, seems to prove
that there was not a new plate. Mr. Beckton
thinks that the stops might be accounted for by
the following hypothesis. *That the plates were
constructed in the first place from single cliches
which were clamped together; that in time
certain cliches worked loose, by reason of which
it became necessary to fasten them, and this was
done by driving a drill through the cliche, and
fastening it down by means of a nail, spring,
or something of that kind. In Cashmere, for
instance, we know that the plates were screwed
through the margin to the printing block, giv-
ing an effect in printing we all know. The
effect here is much the same, but of course
on & smaller scale. It may appear & very
primitive method, but the stamps themselves
are primitive enough, and surely the manner
of pnntmg them up to this time from a single
die is not out of keeping with this plan of
repairing the plates.” This theory is very
likely correct, and even if it should ever be
proved wrong, its author will deserve credit
for the beauty of the conception.

The sheets of the 30 par. show similar
peculiarities save that no sheet is recorded in
which all the stamps are without a stop after
the posthorn, while sheets of five stages of the
plate showing respectively 13, 18, 19, 22, and
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26 stamps with a stop after the posthorn,
are known of this value. Mr. Beckton believes
that the ordinary laid paper was only used for
the first printings of the hand-struck, and not
at all for the machine printed stamps. If this
assertion be correct, Nos. 23-40 in Gibbon’s
1900 catalogue must be struck out. We are
also startled by the declamation that the 3 par.
in-the bright orange or orange-vermilion shade
are forgeries, and the excellent reasons which
are urged in support of this conclusion. In the
firast place Mr. Beckton noticed that all the
stamps in this shade differed materially in type
from the orthodox and then, in his own words :
““The huge remainders of this issue show
there was no oceasion for further plates being
made to increase the turnout, and certainly
there is no evidence on the stamps that new
plates were required on the ground of wear.
In examining this so-called Type II. of the
3 par. 1 was struck with the similarity the let-
tering showed to that on the genuine 6 par.
value, and I then satistied inyself that this
value (6 par.) had been copied by the maker
of the 3 par., Type I1. Personally I was then
srtinfied the stamps called here Type II. were
all forgeries, but I proceeded to carafully ex-
amine all the specimens I possessed of the 6
par., and found one which I had marked * thick
paper, yellowish "—a paper quite different from
any known in this issue—and which I had sus-
pected of being a reprint, albeit no reprints are
known to exist. On investigation I found this
stamp to be different in type from all the other
6 par., and to correspond identically (except in
the numerals of value) with Type II. of the 3
par. Ithen went to the 30 par. The firat stanp
I examined was in a peculiar pale blue shade,
and was marked ‘*7reprint” Here I found
my old friend again, identical with Type II. of
the 3 par., but quite different on minute exam-
ination with genuine 30 par. To show how one
may miss these things, I found another in the
true colour amongst the others of this value in
* my collection. 8o we have the same type com-
mon to the three values, but with the numerals
of value alone altered, a state of affairs which
did not happen in Roumania until the Paris
issue. The forgeries, for such they undoubtedly
are, are a clever imitation of the 6 par. value,
certain peculiarities of that value having been
faithfully copied, but they will not, even in this
value, stand minute examination for an instant.
In the 3 par. value it is curious that the stamps
have not been condemned long since ; on the
other hand, the specimens in the *‘brilliant
orange "’ have found a ready sale between lead-
ing dealers and eminent experienced Philatelists.
The forgeries, in addition to existing in the
brilliant orange (unknown in the genuine), are
in the normal shades of yellow,

but these !

shades of the forgery are much scarcer than
the orange.”

After describing the different varietiea of
wove paper which can be found in the stamps
of this issue, the following comparison be-
tween the colours of the hand-struck and
machine-made stamps is given. '

CoLours,

¢“ The colours employed for the hand-struck
series were different from those used for the
machine-printed, and in the case of single
specimens, about which there might be s little
doubt as to which set they belonged, this
question of colour to a practised eye will very
soon settle the queation. The 3 par., yellow, is
perhaps the most difficult, because it exists in
yellow in both printings, but the tone is
somewhat different, for instance :—

3 par,

Hund-struck.— Orange, pale orange, pale
canary-yellow.

Muchine.— Yellow, fairly consistent in shade
as a rule, vceasionally met with a little deeper
than usual, but never approaching orange. The
variety brilliant orange or orange-vermilion is a
forgery.

G Pur.

Hand-striuck.—Vermilion, brick-red, lake, are
in a variety of shades. These colours are all
peculiar to this printing, and not found in the
machine series. The pale vermilion stamps are
the only ones at all common, the reason being,
as before stated, that large remainders existed
which were all in this colour. Mr. Duerst says
that the pale vermilion stamps were never
issued, owing to the similarity they bore to the
3 paras, the light in the chief Roumanian post
offices being very bad, when constant mistakes
would have arisen had they been put into
circulation.

Machine.—Rose, varying in depth of tone to
rose-carmine.

30 Pars.

Hand-struek.—Pale milky blue, pale blue,
blue, deep blue, very dark blue. The firat two
and the last are peculiar to this printing.

Muachine.—Deep blue, blue.

Mr. Beckton concludes his paper with a
“Word of Warning” about used specimens
of this issue. He says he is satisfied that in
the machine printed series, a large number
of forged postmarks exist—in fact he has no
hesitation in asserting that 50 per cent. of
the used specimens met with bhear bogus
postmarks. This branch of the subject he
proposes to treat in another paper.
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The Monthly Journal. Lieut. Napier contri-
butes a letter on the subject of the 1d. on ** bRIE
PENCE” and on ‘‘ VIER PENCE" stamps of the
Orange Free State which has a special interest
at this time when 80 much attention is given to
the stamps of the late Republic: we therefore
publish the letter in full,

THEe 1p. oX 3p. ORANGE FREE STATE.

Now that reuewed interest is heing taken in
the stamps of the Oranga Free State, the follow-
ing ramarks on the surcharged **1d4.” on ** bRIE
PENCE,” of which I happsn to have a broken
sheet, may be useful to some of your readers.

The stamp itself is printed in four panes of
sixty stamps to the pane; these are disposed
in ten rows, six in each row. The surcharged
“1d.” is fairly uniform in type, but there is
one varioty of the figure *‘1'" which is thinner
than the others, and which has a smaller foot.
It is therefore possible, by noting the position
of this variety, to determine in what manner
the sheet was surcharged, and whether the
setting contained 60,120, or 240 surcharges.
My sheet is unfortunately broken, but sufficient
remnains to answer the above question. Pane
No. 1 and pane No. 3 are almost intact ; there
are only four stamps missing fromm No. 1 and
one from No, 3. I find tnat not only do the
thin figures ‘“1 " occupy the same positions in
both these panes, but that in several other
places, where it is possible to identify a particu-
lar type by the shape of its serif, the same
differences appear in the same places on hoth
panes. On the other hand, pane Nu. 4 (which
in my sheet is rather fragmentary) is for similar
reasons clearly a different setting. Pane No.
2 is absent entirely, but there can be no doubt
that the surcharges are in a setting of 120
which is repeated twicy in the sheet. As
regards panes Nos. 1 and 3, the stamnp missing
from No. 1 i8 present in No. 3, and it is there-
fore possible to assert confidently : tirst that
the thin tigure ‘1" occurs five times in each of
the left-hand panes, Nos. 1 and 3, and that
their positions in the pane are Nos. 6, 17,
22, 36, and 60 ; second, that the Roman figure
“1,"” which is found on the ¢ viEr rENCE,”
if it exists at all on the ** vRIE FRNCE,” must
be in the right-hand panes, that is assuming
that the saine setting was used for surcharging
both values. The part of pane No. 4 remain-
ing in my sheet eonsists of the four lower rows
intact, and of the four rows immediately above
these, all but their left-hand stamps. The two
upper rows are altogether missing. What
further thin figures ““1 " there may be among
the missing stamnps I cannot say, but the posi-
tions of the four that are present in my frag-
ment are Nos. 18, 33, 48, and 5 in the pane.
It will be seen that none of these places coin-

cide with those in which the thin figure is
found in panes 1 and 3. The quastion now
ramains, Doss the Roman figurs ‘1" exist on
this value . All the evidence I havais negative.
I have not seen it mysslf, and I have et no
ond who has. It is absant from two very fine
and othsrwise complets special collections of
thix country that [ hava recently been shown.
I havs a23n a spaciman of this Romw 1™ on
the ‘' VIER PEXNCE,” tenunt with other
stamps, and a piece of tha left hand margin,
which determined its place in the setting to be
the second stamp from tha left. If, therefore,
the samne setting was usad for both the ** nrIe
pEXCE" and “‘visr reNes,” the Roman figure
“1” must be either No. 2 or No. 8 in the
right-hand panes, since I have in my broken
shaet all the other stamps that oceupy the posi-
tion of second stamp from the lafe. I am not
coertain of the date or datas of issue of these
two provisionals. It was certainly not 1888, as
given in your publishers’ Catalogue. The
*¢1d.” on the *‘view PENCE " was chronicled
in the Kecord of January, 18%1 ; ths Roman
fipure *“ 1" on the saine stamp February, 1891 ;
and finally the *“1d.” on the ‘‘priv PENCE™
in March of the same year. As to the Roman
*1" on this last value the Record is silent.
Does it exist 1

[

Eastern Roumelia.

( From Smith's Monthly Circular).

In a recent article M, Victor Flandrin secks to
prove the existence of four types of the **R.0.”
surcharge of Kastern Roumelia, which he describes
us follows :—

R,O. (letters 12 mm. high ; stop between letlers).
ype A.

R.O. (Jetters 113 mm. high ; stopafter cack letter).
Type B

ype b.
R O (letters 12 mm. high: no stops). TypeC.
R-O (Zetters 1L mm. high ; hyphen betwoeen lelters).
Type D.

Of these he writes ;—*' It will be seen that the
differcnces between the varicties are not great,
especinlly as the lotters, while differing in height,
are practica'ly the same in width. In addition to
this, the points of distinction—dots and hyphon—
are generally diffieult to make out, the letters them-
selvos being scarcely visible at times. Still,
although these four types have a decidedly
genuine look about them, thore are many collectors
who refuse to admit their nuthenticity. A good
number of them, whose opinion I had asked for
in order to confirm my own, have given me the
same reply with wonderful unanimity.

«] admit one genuine surcharge only—the
*R.0." with stop after oeach lettor. The others
must be forgeries. This is what the catalog 1e8
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say, including Moens.’ "
*As if,” adds M. Flandrin, ‘the catalogues

were infallible oracles, and their compilers men of |

absolute perfection!”

Now, without admitting the four varieties, we
are inclined to think, from the information which
we have heen able to gather, that M. Flapdrin is
right and the catalogues wrong. We learn that
two post offices then existed in Philippopolis, one
in each of the towns into which it is divided by the
River Maritza, and each office used an “ R, 0.”
handstamp of its own for surcharging. The first
type, A, was in use at the principal office, in that
part of the city occupied by the local authorities,
the representatives of foreign Powers, and the
leading merchants, It is a good deal commoner
than the second type, B, which was used in the
other town, where tho lower classes dwell. In
1891, ten years later, a correspondent of M. Mahe's
was in Philippopolis, and sought out the official
engraver, in whose specimen books he saw the two
types of the “ R.0O.” stamps, both bearing the
date of January 25th, 1880, together with the
RoumeLIie QRIENTALE type, which last was dated
December 1st. 1880.

M. Flandrin has been in correspondence with
M. Slinova, a Bulgarian collector, who lived in
Philippopolis from 1878 to 1885, This gentleman
describes the two types mentioned above, and
adds :— .

« These two impressions remained in use, to mj
knowledge, for 7 or 8§ months, In November, 188({
I came acrose a 2 piastre stamp with the stops
entirely absent.

which I bought and cxamined unused confirmed
my opinion that one of the offices had changed its
stamp, or, perhaps, that the die had been damaged.
As this happened in one office, it might very
probably have occurred in the other, and in that
case your fourth type, 1), would be accounted
for,

*¢ I ought to have made further enquiries at the
at the time, as the matter is of interest. But thete
are 80 many details in philately, that some make
us forget the others, and this gives us cause for
regret later on.”

If we accept the statements given, the genuine-
ness of Types A, B and C is established, but Type
D is very doubtful at the best, and M. Flandrin
adduces no evidence in its favour.

» Ld . »

Passing from the overprint to the stamps them-
selves, we may add that although the catalogues
give only 2values of the T'urkish stamps of January,
1876, as surcharged—

¥ piastre, black and green,

2 piastres ,, .. yellow-brown, :
—the whole set of 5 values received the overprint
(it is said in both types, A and B), but the 2
varieties mentioned were alone issued. We see
that M. Flandrin describes the surcharge on the
latter as black. This is an error, as the R. O. sur-
charges were alweys in blue.

Moens' and some other catalogues add the follow-
ing of April, 1876.

10 paras, black and violet.

green.
yellow,

lpi‘s’mtre P

At first I thought that this might .
be due to & faulty impression, but other stamps |

but we are unable to find any proof of their exist-
ence as issued varieties. They were not chronicled
at the time in the Zimbre-Poste, and M. Moens

" seems to have included them at a later dete solely

on the authority of M. Glavany. X

On the other hand, we believe that the list of
September, 1876 stamps (ZEmp. Ottoman type)
should be extended to 6 varieties instead of 4—

10 paras black and rose.
0 ., green ,, violet,
1 piastre (1880) blackh ,, blue.
1 ., (1881 woe
2 piastres w o buff.
3 - vermilion ,, blue.

all of which are said to exist with both types of
surcharge A and B. The 50 paras, blce and yellow,
was also surcharged, but the quantity was very
small, and none were issued.

Our New Issue &
Bargain Columa.

T A N N A L N N

© denotes unused. s. d
Orange River Colony, surcharged “ V.R.1." —
3d. yellow ... 3
1d. purple ... . 4
2d. bright lilac . . 1 90*
3d. blue 1 3*
6d. blue 3 0
i/ brown ... . 4 6
New Zealand, id. green e 1*
. 1d. red . 2
'e 2d. violet ... 3*
" 4d. brown-blue, no wmk .. 2 6*
Mauritius, 6d. green and red - 2"
Seychelles, 2c. brown, orange and green ... 1*
" 6e. carmine ... 2*
Congo (Belgian), 5, 10, 15, 25 and 50¢.
set of five . 1 0
Jamaica, new 1d. red ... 2*
Uruguay, § mils, blue, obe, 1*
' 5 mils, orange 1
British Guiana, 2¢ lilac and earmine 2+
Orange Free State, 3d., §d., 1d., 1d., and 2d.
st of 5. ... 5
" 6d. rose 5
» 6d. bright rose e 10
v 1d. on 3d. ... 4
’ ditto, thin figure w 1 0
WEI-HEI-WEI, 50. grcen 3 6
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Well-known  Philatelists.

No. 10. Mr. J. R. F. TURNER.

The portrait which we have the pleasure to
present to our readers this month is that of a
gentleman, whose good fortune it has bhesn to
alight upon the most re- -
markable find of rare stamps
that has ever fallen to the

[PRICE 2d.]

including 18 KREUZERS galore. Ile did not
barter nll these things away howcver, but formed
a collection which was, in those days, a very good
one ; nnd cventually included 2,000 specimens.

In 1882, he came to live in London, and at that
time athletice had more attractions for him than
plilately, indeed so much was this the case, that,
rather thun ask unsympathetic parents for money
for entrance fees for seve-
ral running matches, in
which he was anxious to

lot of any man in t! e history
of philately.

Mr. J. R. F. Turner was
born in 1867, and is there- -
fore now only 33 years of
age. His father was the
leading accountant in Ox-
ford, the extent of whose
connection—chiefly in nego-
ciating loans to the needy
undergraduute — brought
him a large amount of cor-
respondence from abroad.
He made it a practice to
keep intact every cover and
envelope that came to him,
an exemplary habit which
was the cause of the atten-
tion of our present subject,
at the age of nine, being
drawn to stamps as things
oi & peculiar interest, and
helpful, too, in & commer-
cial sense, in the acquisi-
tion of articles of a mote
succulent nature in the way
of toffee and other light
refreshments. Master Turner had good scope
for his vesearches into this correspondence as it
dated from 18567-77 ; but the only scarce stamps
among the lot, of which he has & vivid re-
eollection to this day were the Wurtemburgs,
of which there were many fine strips of all values,

compete, he decided to
sell his coliection. Mr. Pal-
mer, of the Strand, wasthen
the dealer to whom such
things were gonerally oftered,
and young Turner took it
to him. The Father of Phi.
lately thought that most
of the stanips were forgeries
and oftered 7/6, which after
much hesitation wns taken.
2,000 varieties in 183 for
7/6 was o distinct score for
the buyer. However, it en-
abled the youthfu' athlote
to **go in, tho' he didnt
win."” Indeed, in one of
these handicap races W. G.
(Gleorge starting from seratch
broke the two miles record,
doing the distance in 9min.
18sscs.

From that time till 1889,
Mr. Turner did very little
in stamps. It was only
when, on his honeymoon at
Brighton, he was attracted
by some stamps that he saw in a window, that
he bought a few and started seriously agumin.
After that he rapidly amassed & large general
collection which in 1894 numbered 7.000 varieties,
College stainps, on which he has written several
interesting articles, were the first to attract him
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very particularly, and in '97 he showed his
collection of these at the London Philstulic
Exhibition, and then, as now, it included manv
things which were quite unique, and embraced
every kunown variety. The collection was
awarded a wsilver medal. He had previously
bought six of the plates which had baen used
for printing these stamps, and after pulling
off twelve copies in black from each, he had
themn effectually defaced so that no more could
be printed.

About this time he began to specialise in
blocks and pairs of unused British Colonial and
Unived States stamps ; it was in his hunt for
such things that Mr, Turner came in the way
of the remarkable find already alluded to. 'The
story is as follows: He advertined in the
Ezchange aid Mart for some time, and one day
received three sheets of Gambia, CC., 1d., 2d.,
3d., and Is., which he secured. Subsequently
from the same source came a magnificent block
of 20 triangular Cape of Good Hope 1s. vmerald,
in mint c¢ondition. On inquiry he found that
the sender had more of them, so Mr. Turnper
cume to the London suburb in which he lived,
to ses him. T'o his astonishtnent he found that
the gentlenan, who was a doctor, had cut the
block from an catire sheel (except two), and
that lie had also entire sheets. of tho 1d.,
4d.. 6d. and Is. (deep greon) triangular, and
besides, sheets and large and small blocks of
many other obsolete Coloniul stamps printed by
both Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co. and Measrs.
De la Rue. Many of the stainps are to be

found in the list given under the heading -

“Group IV.” in the article entitled
Great Unused Question” in our Februnry
number of this year. Reference to that
article will give the reader some idea of what
Mr. Turner saw, and renders it unnecessary
to recapitulate the different items hore.
even that list i incomplete, as it does not
include many varieties of which there were
only a dozen or so, among which may be mon-
tioned the sheet of 1s. Gambia, CC., aforesaid,
some sheets of Labuans, and a block of twelve
St. Vincent, CA. 4d., perf. 14, &ec., &c. On
the other hand; this list includes stamps
(e.g. British Columbia, Imperf., 23d. ; Ceylon,
CA., 16 cents lilac and 24 cents plum¢ St.
Christopher, CA. 4d. blue ; Jamaica Pines, &c.)
that did not figure in this find.

The doctor's story of how he got these
stamps is the romantic part of this history.
Briefly it is as follows. Hoe had a patient who
was an eccentric old man living with two
ancient maiden sisters, and this gentleman had
in his younger days travelled and seen a
good deal of the world. In the course of his
peripatetic career he had gathered together a
collection of all

“The

But. .

skeletons, skins, dried grasses, snakes pre-
served in bottles, old pamphlets and papers,
quantities of old books and literature, and other
things too diverse and numerous to mention.
One day the owner of this heterogeneous col-
lection died, and the two elderly sisters, wish-
ing to remove from the neighbourhood, sought
a purchaser for the odd assortment of curios,
or rubbish as they deemeod it, and the doctor,
after a little bargaining paid two pounds for
the lot, practically the cost of casting it away !
He had it removed to his house, and there
examined it at leisure. The pamphlets
included many papers relating to the post-
office (st veral of these were afterwards exhibited
at the London Philatelic Exhibition of 1897), -
and batween the leaves of some of the pamphlets,
these sheets of unused Colonial stamps were
discovered, one or two sheets at a time. In
no case was there more than one sheet or
pane of a kind, many of the varieties boing in
blocks both great and small.  But still this wsa
good enough for the doctor, who, though he
knew next to nothing of stamps at the time,
made it his business to find out. The tri-
angular Capes were found rolled up in an
ordinance map, which accounts for the fresh-
ness of their appearance. It was perhaps
becnuse they were triangular, and so uncommon

 lovking that the lucky possessor first made

inquiries nbout these Capes. He took the
sheet of emeralds to Gibbons, for their inspec-
tion and judgment ; the dark green shillings he
showed in Birmingham and another sheet ap-
peared elsewhere ; and when these facta became
known in the trade, the dealers jumped to the
conclusion that there were a good many more
sheets behind, and so no one had the pluck to
buy. It was here that Mr. Turner camein. He
had only just called upen the owner, and thus
having the advantage of a nearer acquaintance
with the facts, he immediately offered £1,200

. for the five sheets ; the offer was accepted and

sorts of curios such as
i

the purchase being completed in a couple of
days, he carried them off to Oxford in triumph ;
the interest they excited when they were
exhibited in their entirety at a meeting of the
Oxford Philatelic Society will not be forgotten
by those who had the good fortune to be
present.

After this Mr. Turner acquired a practical
monopoly of the *‘‘find,” which he gradually
purchased and disposed of, until now nearly the
whole lot has been absorbed, and those who
bought from or through him may expect to
sec a substantial rise in the commercial value
of their holdings in the near future. It is of
no use applying to Mr. Turner mow for tri-
angular Capes, as these were all sold direct to
collectors (with the exception of those in his
private collection) in sets of tive, at £10 per
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set, long ago ; he did not tind it necessary to
gsell a single copy to a London dealer! The
great collections of the world have accounted
for the lot, and yet there are many important
collections which are, and will have to remain,
unprovided.

This is not the only big deal in Colonials
which Mr. Turner, has effected as in 1896, he
bought about £200's worth of Trindidad, DBar-
bados, Mauritius, Bahamas, etc., from an
American dealer. These were some of the
sy-called Perkins Bacon remainders. During
all this time he was not neglecting his special
collection, which comprised Cape of Good Hope,
Ceylon, Grenada, Lagos, Montserrat, St.
Christopher, Straits Settlenments, United States
and Gambia, All of thess countries he still
collects with the excsption of Gambia, which
he sold to a prominent Euglish collector some
time ago for £250; it contained about 1500
stamps, and was a masterpiees of its kind.

Mr. Turner has nothing in conmon with the
pro-Boer or Little Knglander: ho is a patriot
in its true sense, and so, to-day he is assiduously
and enthusisstically collecting the Mafeking pro-
visionals, of whose cause he is the greatest
champion. Any one who doubts that there was
any necessity for these stamps in the town of
Mafeking during the siege would be convinced
of their bona-fide postal use, if he could but
see the marrellous collections of Mafekings on
entire envelopes that came through the siege
which this indefatignble collector has already
got together. The collection includes envelopes
which diaprove moust of the argumoants that
have been urged against their philatelic import-
ance, and which will ba of the graatast assistance
when the full history of this remarkable and
historical set of stamps comes to be written.
Mr. Turner has already adduced undeniable
proof that the Baden-Powell 3d. stamp was not
used in Mafeking alone, but paid postage any-
where : he has also proved a veritable thorn in
the side of the forger whouse nefarious imita-
tions of the Mafeking surcharge and postmark
are never likely to escap2 his lynx eye.

Of Mr. Turner himself we have scarcely
space to speak after this disyuisition on his
treasures, but we must nout close this sketch
without stating that he is inost emphatically an
enthusiastic philatelist and collector besides
being one of the most daring and successful
speculators who have yet appeared in the phila-
telic arsna. He is still a keen cricketer, and
has assisted his county on four occasions during
the t season, while at the present moment
he holds the Silver Cup for the best all-round
form, presented by the Oxford City C.C.

3% 38 %

Hunual Report of the Post-
master=Gencral.

The report on the Post Oftice for the year
ended the 3]st of March last, contains the nsual
statistics, and shows that both the revenue and
the expenditure of the Department are
the highest on record. The postal revenue
amounted to £13,394,3356 ; and the expendi-
ture to £3,710,631, but as the expenditure had
increased at a greater ratio than the revenue,
the net profit £3,710,631 is less than in the
previous year.

The number of postal packets delivered in the
United Kingdom is estimated to have been :—

increase
number. per cent.
T.etters 2,246,800,000 27

IPost Cards ... e 400,300,000 47
Book PPackets and Circulars 702,800,000 .., 2
Newspapers 163,400,000 ... 6
Parcels (actual number) 5,448,000 49
3,388, 748.000 2:6

These ligures show that each inhabitant of the
United Kingdom received during the year an
avernge of more than 88 postal packets, of which
§H'3 were letters, Y-8 posteards, 17'3 hook
packats, 4°0 newspapers, and 1'Y parcels.  As
many as 16,266,852 letters were registered,
or (-7 par cent. more than in the previous year.
The increase in the number of newspapers pass-
ing  through the post is statad to be without
precodent.  This may be put down to the
war.

Execopt as regards book packets there ia a
considerable increase in the number of un-
dolivered postal packets.  The total number of
undelivered letters from abroad rose from
378,308 in tho previous year to 463,611. No
leas than 35,448 letters for the Transvaal and
the lats Orange Free State were stopped at Cape
Town on the outhreak of the war.  Property to
the value of aquarter of a million was enclosad in
undelivered letters, aud 14.066 parcels were
found in the post without address, the tie-on
iabels in mnny of these cases having been lost.

In all 2¢8,607 pnckets wore posted without
address, and 2,767 of these contained cash or
paper money, to the amount of £9,764.

The army post oftice staff in South Africa
consists of 10 officers and 332 men, and during
eight months of the war 5,629,938 letters
were sent out and 2,731,669 sent home. During
a similar period in the Crimean War 362,000
letters were sent out and 345,000 came home,
and even taking into account the fact of
there being a nuch larger force in South Africa,
the difference is very striking.
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Recollections of 20 Years’
Stamp Dealing.

By THEODOR BUHL,

( Continued from page 131.)

The New South Wales laureated ‘‘reprints”
(80 called) were a mystery for some time. They
were brought over here by a gentlemen fromn
Sydney, some having already been sent over,
and the first lots sold brought about £200 for the
125 stamps (a shest of each of the 2d. 6d. and
8d.) but they rapidly came down in value. The
controversy as to whether they are originals
from worn plates, having been left in the hands
of the printevs, or whether they are reprints is
supposed to have been settled in favour of the
latter contention but, Lo my mind, the evidence
is by no means conclusive.

To turn to another Australian matter, I cone
to the big parcel of ‘‘Sydney Views” and
other Australiang, cut from the correspondence
of a large Auastralisn bank. There were
hundreds of ““8Sydney Views ” and I purchased
the lot from a dealer who is now in the city,
going to hLis house one morning, and securing
the lot for £5660 in banknotes.

Among raver stamps, there was a few yeuars
ago » big haul cof first issue Natals, which
included many pairs of a variety which had up
to then been unknown-——the 3d. printed tete
beche. 'Thes: were discovered in South Africa
by u gentleman who, I helieve is now in
Australia. They commenced to appear firstly
at various suction sales, but afterwards many
were sent over direct to dealers, and yet they
have all been absorbed, and the ls. is once
more a very rare stamp.

Nowadays one does not often find the half of
the 18, oran se Newfoundland, used as €d. on the
original letter, but one duy not somany years ago,
1 had six of thewm, and sold them, in one hand,
at £15 each. First issuce Reunion and Hawaii,
and used Pacific Steam Co. have many a time
passed through my hands at  prices quite
different to the present values, as has the Gd.
red St. Helena without surcharge at £7, and
the fact that all these things are absorbed and
have more or less disappeared, shows the extent
of philately and the number of Jarge, or at least

valuable collections that exist in aifferent parts

~

of the world.

My favourite country, ever since the war
between Chili and Peru of 1881-82, has always
been Peru, on whose stamps I wrote an article
which ran through several numbers of the
Stamp News. From the very first 1 wag
interested in the Provisionals as thuy came over,

but my enthusiasm was stimulated by a parcel
of 20,000 sent to me from Piura, through the
Bank of England. I made a lot of money out
of this lot and even sold the Piura surchargea
at £10 per hundred. There were about
3,000 of the first issues, and amongst the later
ones, hundreds of the surcharges for Arequipa,
Cuzco, Puno, Ayacuche, &ec., &ec., snd
thousands of the *‘‘triangle” and * Chilian
Arms " varieties. 1 supplied many of the
leading dealers snd commenced & specialist’s
collection of my own, which altogether cost me
about £300, and which I exhibited at the
London exhibition in 1890. It was afterwards
broken up and many of the stamps are still in
the well-known collections of Messrs. Hall and
Parry, and in the Tapling collection, others
which went to Mr. De Coppet having long
since been dispersed all over the glube.

I have already referred to the *‘Chiapas™
stamps of Mexico, which I sold to the late
Mr. Tapling, and I think I have handled at
least half of all the known copies of these
raritics. Until Mr. G. T. Koster discovered
them during his travels in Mexico, only one
value was known—the 2 reales, rose—and of
that there were more forgeries than genuine
stamps, the former being about twice as large
as the real article. They are undoubtedly
ammmongst the rarest locals in the world, and
worthy of greatar respect from philatelists than
iy usually vouchsafed them.

I have already mentioned that stamp dealers
did not travel much in the old days, and it was
yuite an event when I undertook my first
Coutinental journey in 1885.  During a trip of
about s1x weeks, 1 visited in the order they ara
written, Frankfort, Hanover, Hamburg, Berlin,
Leipzig, Dresden, Vienna, Munich and Paris,
and I must confess that it was casier to do busi-
ness then thau it is nowadays. I had plenty of
used English Colonials. All the deslers and
many collectors wanted them, and before 1 got
to Paris most of them had been sold.

In Frankfort the principal dealers then were
Dauth and Woelfler, the collectors were Horst-
mann, Rheinberg, Ehrenbach, Frendeustein
and a few others. Horstinann, the proprietor
of the Franlfurter General Anzeiger had a fine
collection, and also **dabbled " in stamps by
financing some of the German dealers, In
Hanover the principal collector was also anews-
paper proprictor, and the dealers were my old
friend, Albert Beddig, who is still dealing, and
A. Werner,  Holbein and other collectors seem
to have dropped out, but the trade was smaller
then.  There was no Pilzecker, no Pfaff and
no Schafer, but we managed together o supply
all the requirements of collectors. In Ham-
burg of course the great dealer was Goldner.
L am not sure whether Miss Lehmann was
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dealing at that time, but there was Brede-
meyer, Nienhiiser, Garve and Stilck, all
of whom I have seen many times since,
with many others. Since that time I have con-
stantly travelled on the Continent, having crossed
the Channel something like 80 times, by all routes,
and knowing most of the leading authorities
personally, I have had some pleasant experiences,
and seen perhaps inore than any English
dealer of the Continental side of Philately.
My old friend Consul Schack Sommer, is still
engaged in Philately in Hamburg, where I
suppose, Consul Weber is still the largest
collector. In Hanover, Mr. Decker, who then
kept a grocer's shop, was comparatively un-
known, although he afterwards became a
prominent expert. In Berlin, Fouré and Kiinast
were prominent, and David Cobn was the lead-
ing wholesale dealer. In Dresden, Ernest
Petritz was prominent, and in Leipzig, Messrs,
Richard and Louis Senf had not developed the
large business now controlled by Mr. Richard
Senf. In Vienna there werr many enthusiastic
collectors, with whom 1 had a most enjoyable
time at the Philatelic Club and elsewhere.
S. Friedl was in his prime, and H. Koch was
still dealing. Paris haw not seen many changes
since then, except in the large increase in the
number of dealers. It was on my first journey
to Berlin that I was elected the first Knglish
member of the International Dealems' Society,
which has now grown to be such an important
institution.

Of the Continental Exhibitiona, 1 assisted
at both those at Paris, gaining several medals ;
at Geneva, where several of us from England
spent a very enjoyable time at Ziirich where
those indefatigable philatelists Baron de
Reuterskivld, Baron von Grisewald, and Dr.
Taylor did the honours and made every oue
feol at home ; and at the Hague where 1 was a
meimber of the jury. I have also assisted at
several of the annual gatherings of the German
societies, for my reports of which I must refer
my readers to the pages of the Stionp News and
the Philatelic Record.

The London Exhibitions of 1890 and 1897
have Leen so fully reported that I will not
refer to them further than to relate a little
jncident that happened at the former. T had
published a portrw- of his late Royal Highness
the Duke of N-. -Coburg-Gotha (then Duke of
Edinburgh), in the Ntemp Nerws, and on going the
round of the exhibition, H.R. H. thanked me for
doing so, but wanted to know why I had put
him in a German uniforin! I had obtained the
photograph  from a  well known firm of
photographers, and must confess that y
knowledge of naval and military uniforms was
go limited that I did not know the difference.

I will now turn to a matter of which lLttle

g known, and of which wery little was known
at the time, viz., the *‘ London Stamp
Exchange,” which was held once & week in
Mr. Burnett's oftice in Mincing T.ane, about
1886. At that time most of the stanps from
offices came to the city dealers, and the dealers
who had no city oftices, notably Mr. A. H.
Wilson, and the collectors, including Mesars.
Tapling, Garth, Bacon, Castle and others.
{mostly members of the London Socioty), thought
they were paying too much, so the Exchange
was formed with the idea of their buying direct.
Anyone could join on payment of a 10s. sub-
scription, and of course, all the dealers joined ;
but to their dismay, the promuters found that
the dealers atill got the stamps. Financially it
was a success, as is proved by the fact that
when it was closed, every membor had 3a. of
his subseription returned to him.

1 suppose I must not refer to the two
prosecutions for forging stamps, which resulted
in four convictions at the Old Bailey, in each
of which I wax a witness for the prosceution,
and after one of which, T waslong bambarded with
anonymous conmunications and threats, nasty
and otherwise, some weven to my private
address, and a warning that T was to be ended
with arevolver shot.  The prosecutions certainly
cleared the air and checked what wis then
becoming a serions menace to the welfare of
philately, and the very existence of honest
dealers.  The idea of the Philatelic Protection
Asgociation, which instigated the prosecations
and carried one of them through alone at a cost
of about £700, was started in a conversation
hetween several of us, the credit nndanbtedly
helonging to Mr. T'. W. Cheveley.

DON'T FORGET'!
That next month’s “P.J. of G B will be o
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At the Committee Meetings held on Sept. 19 and
October 3, it was decided to hold a Competitive
Exhibition in January, 1901, provided it is sup-
ported by the Members. As no entrance fees or
admission will be charged, and Members will be
put to very little trouble in the matter, it is hoped
all will do their utmost to support the Exhibitien
and make it a success. Attention is called to the
letter from the President, and Prospectus which
follow.

Members who have not yet forwarded their
subscription are requested to do so without delay.

THOS. 1. HINTON,
llon. Sec. and ‘I'reasurer,
Int. Phil. Union,
8, Paultons Square,
Chelsea, London, S.W.
October 10, 1900.

DEeAR Sik or Mapam,—

Will you permit me to call your special
attention 1o the accompanying circular as to a
private Competitive Exhibition open to all the
members of the I.P.U.

Your committee have been most anxious to
widen the sphere of operations of your Society so
that it may become not merely a Stamp Exchange

. Club, but also a useful medium for conveying to

its members information in connection with our
hobby, and so encourage and promote the Study of
Philately, as well as the collecting of stamps.

The I.P.U. is one of the oldest of the Philatelic
Societies, and although it was founded to encour-
age the study of stamps and to facilitate exchanges
amongst its members, it had practically become
merely an Exchange Society when I was elected
upon the Committee

Just at that time the I.P.U. had received a heavy
blow in connection with the default made by the
members of the French Society in the settlement
of their liabilities. Your present Committee have
consistently endeavoured to obtain a settlement
and are still working in that direction, with (I am
glad to say) slightly betier prospects of some
tangible result.
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Your committee have also endeavoured to de
velope the educatinnal side of Philately, and have
secured the reading of papers and displays of
stamps, from which valuable and interesting infor-
mation has been placed at the disposal of members.
I regret to say, however, that these efforts do not
appear to have been fully appreciated by the
members generally, the average attendance having
been exceedingly small, and consequently the
regular monthly papers and displays will not be
continued during the present session.

I should like to add that if there are, say, ten or
twelve members who would like and would under-
take regularly to attend such meetings, your Com-
mittee would be very glad to revive them, and I
shall be exceedingly pleased to hear from those
who are interested. You will understand that we
cannot very well ask leading coilectors to read
papers or show their stamps, at meetings where
only four or five persons are present.

The present Exhibition is being arranged in the
hope that members generally will support the
Committee so as to make it a success

Contributions have been promised which will
enable the Committee to dispense with any
entrance fee, and which will provide the prizes
and go some way towards the general expenses, so
that the amount to bz paid out of the Society’s
Fuand wili be comparatively small.

The scheme of the Exhibition is also such as to
enable any collector, however small his collection
may be, to exhibit with a reasonable chance of
success.

May I ask you, therefore, for the sake of the
future of the [.P.U. to give your co operation and
support.

Yours faithfully,

H. R. OLDFIELD,

President I.P.U.
St. Stephen’s Chambers,

* Telegraph Street,
October, 1900,

-
it

Private Philatelic Exhibition.

OPEN TO THE MEMBERS OF
INTERNATIONAL

THE
PHILATELIC UNION.

It is proposed to hold a Competitive Exhibition
on Saturday, the 26th January, 1901, either at
Essex Hall, Strand, W.C_, or at some other place,
due notice of which will be given in the December
issue of The Philatelic fournal of Great Britaiu,
and will also be communicated to the members by
circular. The Exhibition will be open from 3 p.m.
until 8.30 p.m. Tickets of Admission (for which
no charge will be made) will be obtainable on
application to the Hon, Secretary by members for
the use of themselves and qu:nds, and also by the
Secretaries of any other fecognised Philatelic
Bocieties for the use of their members.

A Special Committee has been appointed to
make all arrangements for the Exhibition, and
precautions will be taken to ensure the safety of all
Exhibits, but no formal responsibility is under-
taken by the Committee nor by members of the
Union.

It is requested that notice of Exhibits be sent
if possible before the end of November, as unless a
sufficient number have been received by the jth
December, 1900, to ensure success, the Exhibition
will not be held. All members of the 1.P.U.
(including new members elected before the end of
November, 1900) are eligible 1o compete.

There will not beany entrance fee for exhibitors.
No Exhibit is to exceed 50 stamps in number,
(pairs to count as one, stripsof 3 and blocks of 4 as
two, and larger blocks as three stamps).

No member may show more than three eshibits
in each class, and no member may take more than
one prize in each class, or two altogether. The
winner of the Grand Prize in Cla's's 1 and 2 can-
not take any other prize in the class in which thz
Exhibit winning such Grand [’rize is shown.

The Exhibits must be mounted on cards or
loose sheets, the size of which should be 10 inches
by 9 inches, or as near thereto as possible. If
desired, loose sheets or cards can be supplied by
the Hon. Secretary at a moderate rate.

Any member desiring to insure his Exhibits
against fire er theft, is requested to communicate
with the Hon. Sec. before the end of November so
that arrangements may be made. The premiom
on any such insurance is payable by the member
concerned.

The 5th December, 1400, is the last day upon
which notices of intending Exhibits can be received.

Due intimation will be given to Exhibitors of
the date on which and place where Exhibits must
be delivered.

The right of refusing any Exhibit without as-
signing any reason is reserved by the Committee.

All Exhibits entered for competition must be
bona-fide the property of the Exhibitor.

The Judges will be four in number, bzing the
President and two Vice-P’residents of the Union,
and one other gentleman to be chosen hy them.
In the event of any of the Judges Leing unable to
act, the vacancy will be filled by the Executive
Committee. The Judges will have a discretion to
withhold any priZe or to increase the number of
any of the prizes,

Your Committee, after careful consideration,
have come to the conclusion that it would be im-
possible for them satisfactorily to select prizes
either in stamps or in other forms, and as medals
wotrdd obviously be out of place in a private
Competitive Exhibition of this kind. they have
decided (with one or two exceptions} to offer
money prizes. leaving the successful competitors
to expend the amount in the purchase of such
stamps as they may see fit.

The Classes and Prizes are so arranged as to
offer an inducement to all members, however small
their collections, and it is to be hoped the majority
of the members will exhibit.

Contributions have been promised towards the
expenses of the Exhibition generally and the prizes,
and consequently the Committee are able to
dispense with any entrance fee from Exhibitors,
and no charge will be made for admission, while
notwithstanding the total amount of the prizes, it
is anticipated there will be no necessity to trench
upon the funds of the Union to any great extent.

The following are particulars of the various
Classes, and Exhibitors are reminded that all
Exhibits are stricely limited to 50 stamps, i.e., there
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may be a less number but not a larger number
than 50,

Crass L[ will include the stamps of Great
Britain or any one British Coleny, to form a com-,
lete Exhibit, and to consist of 1, 2 or 3 issues, as
indicated by consecutive dates in Stanley Gibbons’
Catalogue. Prizes, £1 1s., 10/6, and 5/-.

Crass 1I. will include the stamps of any
Country or Colony not comprised in Class 1., to
form a complete Exhibit and to consist of 1, 2 or
3 issues, as indicated by consecutive dates in
Stanley Gibbons’ Catalogue. Frizes, £I Is., 10/6,
and §/-.

[Note.—A Grand Prize of £2 2s will be given
for the best Exhibit in Classes 1. and I1. A
Special Prize of £1 Is. will be given to the
Exhibit which shows most Philatelic know-
ledge, care, and attention, without any regard
whatever to the monetary value of the stamps
shown. Special P’rizes of £1 1s. and 10/6 will
also be given to the best Exhibits in either
Class consisting of 25 stamps, or a smaller
number.]

Crass IIL. will include Fiscal Stamps
10/6.

Crass IV. will include Entires (Envelopes and
Post Cards only). Prize, 10/6.

Crass 1V. wiltinclude not less than 6 stamps of
any Country or Countries which are not catalogued
in Stanley Gibbons’ Catalogue. Drize, £1 Is.

Signed, by order of the Committee,
T. H. HINTON,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

Trize,

5, Paulton’s Square,
Chelsea, I.ondon, S. W,
October, 1900,

Answers to Correspondents.

A NEW FEATURE.

It is our intention to fill a pase each
month with short articles embodying replies to
questions asked by readers. Though a simnple
question could genorally be answered in a few
bold words which would be of no interest to
anybody but the enquirer, in nearly every case,
we think, it will be possible, by adding a few
explanatory sentences, to transform the reply
into a paragraph which would be of interest to
many of our readers.

To give the page a start we have requested
subscribers to formulate questions, and below we
print the replies. Wiil rcaders Lindly assist usto
keep the page full by sending up a query on a post-
card?! Never mind how small yoa may think
the matter is on which you wish to be
enlightened, or how abstruse your question may
be, we will try to give an interesting reply.

Any question which is beyond the editorial
capacity to answer (they will probably be many)
we will refer to specialists, but we must lay
down a rule that we cannot ansirer guestions
about the values of stamps.

What Country to Specialize ?

In uansiwer to Beanw.—Which is the best
country to specialize !—Well, this must always
be a matter of opinion. What makes a country
attractive to a specialist is the multiplicity of
varieties. For this reason the United States,
Great DBritain, South Australia, New South
Wales (in fact all the Australian Colonies), are
prime favourites. The triangular stamps of the
Cape of Good Hope make a specialized collec-
tion of that country very attractive, though the
error woodblocks stand in the way of comple-
tion. The Colonies of Mauritius, Natal, and
British Guiana are specialist countries for people
with very long purses only, the last mentioned
is probebly the most diflicult country there is
to get a representative lot of.

For a young collector who has to count the
cost carefully, the best country is Holland which
will afford plenty of scope for researches, in the
number of varieties of perforation, etc. After
this, Russia and Finland, Norway and Sweden,
Denmark, Portugal, and Roumania will each
afford sufficient interest to warrant anyone's
particular attention, while if one is not afraid of
getting off the beaten track, Persia, Turkey and
Greece will all give plenty of empluoyment for
a diligent collector, as with these countries, it
is not so much a quesiion of price as of finding
the stamps.

The 8d. Newfoundland, lake.

In answer to F.N.—It appears very doubtful
whether this stamp was ever issuel to the
public, though several copies are known whicn,
have the appearance of being properly used.
The stock of the 8d. carmine lasted until 1865,
when the currency was changed, though a
supply of 10,000 of the 8d. lake was sent out
to the Colony on Nov. 30th, 1861, by the
printers, Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

Mr. Donald A. King in his article in the
Monthly Journal, Nov. 1894, says: **Idonot
think that the eightpence of this set was ever
issued to the public, though some years ago I had
two used specimens sent me from Newfoundland,
with a quantity of other stamps. They arenot
in my possession now, but if I remember right
they were both ulightly oxidised, and had all
the appearance of being genuinely used. One of
these spscimens is now, I believe, in the Tapling

collection.”
-
sl
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239, High Holborn., London, W.C.

More about the 3mportatioﬁ
of Current Fssucs.

Since our article two months ago on this
subject our arguments have received startling
confirmation from the most unexpected quarters,
and o.r own convictions have been groatly
strengthened by fresh evidence which has heen
volunteered by numerous correspondents, all of
which shows that our statemments were in no
way exaggerated. One of the largest dealers in
current stamps, in agreeing with all that we
Baid, gave us a typical instance of the specula-
tion on the part of private people, which, as we
remarked, is the most important factor in this
situation. Three years ago an issue of a certain

. 10/6 ... 9/6 .. 80 .. 60
L

British Colony it was thought, was about to
become obsolete, and a gentleman (no doubt one
of many), with great astuteness. bought £40
worth at face value. But alas'! These stamps
h:'u'e remained in issue ever since, and some
time ago, as he could not afford to hold them, he
applied to the post oftice to take them back,
but the post office would not do so, and the
speculator eventually unloaded to our in-
formant for £30,

This is an instance in which the speculator
could not afford to hold, but in most instances
which have com3 under our notice, they are
rich men who thus lay out their money, We
know one gentleman who during the past four
years has invested £1,000 in Colonials at face
value, and he is a man who can well afford to
keep themn until he thinks it time to sell. It
is much to be feared that he, in common with
similar large holders of current and recently
obsoleto stamps, will tind s investments less
lucrative than he hopes, for while he can wait,
there are scores of simaller investors who cannot,
and who will keep the market supplied, and the
prices at the same level for years, by dribbling
out their hoardings.

Does it not seem ridiculous that people
should draw from an unlimited source for
speculative purposes, when it is mainly a ques-
tion of rarity which fixes the prices of stamps?
It is like taking a bucket of water from the
ocenn and waiting till the seas dry up. The
number of collectors is limited, but if they
were twice as numerous, they could never absorb
all the unused Colonials which have heen im-
ported by private speculators during the past
year or two. It may be that a small percentage
of varieties inay have escaped the full attentions
of speculators, and that some perforation varie-
ties may even turn out to he scarce, but the
ruck of the stamps have not the remotest chance
of appreciating in value forsoine years.

We notice that Mr. L’Estrange Ewen, in
his Weekly, hints that our warning was aimed at
him. If he had read our remarks carefully, he
would have seen that wesaid that though unused
Colonials are being importsd in such enormous
(uantities, *‘the number imported by dealers
is but a fraction of what are being hoarded by
private speculators,” and we are quite certain
that this is substantially true. Dut since
Mr, Ewen in his reply to a part of our article,
advises the readers of his H'eckly that current
Colonials are likely to turn out a better invest-
ment than any other kind of stamps, old
or new, he must either bLe blind or he
does not want to see. In support of his
contention, Mr. Ewen cites the case of the
10s, Trindidad which was supplied by him when
current at 11s. 8d., and is now fetching 17s. 6d.,
and the 4d. no wmk., New Zealand, which was



178

PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN.

QOctlober 20, 1900

issued a few mooths ago, and is now worth
2s. 6d. Of course these stamps show a good
profit over face value, but the question is what
will they be worth in another twelve months ?
Two months after it was supposed to be
obsolete (in 1896) the bs. CC. Trinidad was
worth 3Us., to-day the catalogue price is 7s. 6d.
The first issue of Zululand became obsolete in
1895 ; cowpare the prices they commanded in
1896 with those quoted to-day. The 5s. then
fotched over £3 at auction, to-day it goes for
half that amount. ’

We quote these instances to show the effect
of the speculator's work, in days when it was
not indulged in to a hundredth part of the
extent that it is now. How then can stuinpa
of the present day be expected to bring fortune
to their holders ¥

We have not raised this subject in order to
discuss whether old issues or new are the better
investment, for if that is a matter for
controversy to-day, it will not he in another
eighteen nonths, but we should like to wain
collectors against the harm  which this huge
speculating is likely to do to our hobby. The
chopping and changing of yuotations which we
have seen in our standard catalogues, and the
consequent disgust and  abandomment of
pbilately by many, isn not the fault of the
publishers of the catalogues, who only follow
the vagaries of the market, but is caused by
the unleading of speculntors in these stamnps,
the failure of an attemmpted corner in some, and
the various other forms of speculation which are
eating at the heart of philately.

It should be the aim of every stamp journal
to foster the study of stammps, and to help
collectors to take an intelligent interest in their
specimens, hut in some quarters it would scem
that the highest aim of an editor is to play upon
their commercial inatincts. To attract novices
by promises of huge profits if they buy the
proper things, is not the way to bring theright
sort of recruit to our ranks, for if he finds that
he has been misled, his interest has gone at
once. It is for this reason that we again raise
this subject, and we warn collectors who have
come in on the new issue wave, that if they do
potr wish to sink, they must seek some other
inte est than monetary profit.

= =
N>

NOTE.—Dealers and others who wish
to book advertisement space in the
November number of the *P.J of G.B.”
(Circulation 5,000 copies, should apply
at once for terms, to the publishers,
Kirkpatrick & Femberton, 229, High
Holborn, London, W.C.

Totes by the Way.

A story, which may be veracious, is told of a
parliamentary candidate for a certain county
division in the present general election. He is
an enthusiastic collector of stamps, and a dealer
in the neighbourhood told him' that he was ex-
pecting to get some of the early ¢ V.R.”
Transvaals.

Mr. X., the candidate, said he would give
the price asked if the surcharges were red. He
knew something, did that candidate! 'The
dealer replied that he did not know which issue
they were, but would call again in a few days

-and inform him.

1t so happened that he called on the evening
of the election day. The footinan explained
that his master was not at home.

‘1 have called,” said the dealer, *‘to let
Mr. X. know the issue —— "

“ The issue, sir? do you know the result?”
interposed the excited footman.

“ Oh, yon take an interest in it too, my man?
Well, 1 am sorry to say that it is the issue of
the Transvaal without the *V.R.” Will you
tell your master that ?”

““Well, I'm bothered,” ruminated the fout-
man  as he watched the visitor's retreating
figure ; **some people his very inysterious, but
I doubs them there pro-Bosrs have got in again.”

[N, pu—

Only Russian stamps can now he legitimately
used in Finland, but the Fins, as a sort of
protest, have had special stamps printed, which
pf course have no franking powers, but which
the irreconcilables aftix to their correspondence.
These labels have for & design the Arms of the
Grand-Duchy, placed above, to the left ; on the

‘right of that is the word “*SUOMI ” "(postage),

and below, in large letters, *“FINLAND.”
This is & poor substitute for the real article,
put the Fins are said to be getting along
sroimaningly.

|

A wonth or two ago we referred to a com-
plaint which liad been made that the new Cape
1d. stamp with view of 1'able Bay and the Armis
of the Colony, contained nothing in its design
to identify it with the British Kwmpire. The
Post-Master General of the Cape explains in
his anvual veport that the outcry against this
stamp would not have been made if it had
been issued at a time when there was less
political excitement in the air, This we do not
doubt, but we think that that time would have
been au excellent one for inaugurating an
issue with the Queen’s head upon it. Such an
issue would have produced an excellent effect.



October 30, 1900

PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN

179

But instead of this the Post-Master General
intended the stamp to ba the first of a com-
plete pictorial set, similar to those of New
Zealand, Tasmaunis, British Guiana, &ec. If
the outery against the one penny value has had
the effect of stemmning this threatened catus-
trophe, it has not been raised in vain.

: —o—

As might have been expected, the gentlemen
who are ever on the look out for an opportunity
to enrich themselves at the cxponse of others,
are making use of the present popular demand
for South African stamps by surcharging the
3d. and 4d. blue of the Orange Free State
*1d.” Their intentionr, needless to say, are
not philanthropic. They do no: argus that
because some of the types of this surcharge are
scatce, some should be manufactured to fll
vacant spaces in the albums of psople who are
80 anxious to have them. No; would it be
belivved 2 They actually try to conceal the fact
that they are the products of their own in-
genuity, and are at the pressut wmoment endea-
vouring to sell them for their own profit.  Ona
of these gentlemen, who is said tu reside in
Holland, is very deft with the pon, and can in
the merest twizkling transform the commonest
type of the **1d.” surcharge into a heautiful
Roman figure, which can only by detected by »
close examination.  All of which makes it clear
that tha collector must have a care whon saslect-
ing spuciinens of theso stamps,

_—) —

An articls on the contemporary ’hilatzlic
Press s being  pablishud in the Seloareizer
Briefmarken-Zedbwng, OF the Kuglish Phila-
telic Journals we are told that **though less
numerous than French or German papers, they
are all good. It is in Kngland that the pure
science of Philataly s most in evidencs ; and
the English journals are serious and almost
solemn, There ars two classes of stunps
recognized in England, wviz. @ those of the
British Empire and the . reat.” Then
a short notice is given of cach journal. The
principal ones are given in ths following order:—
The London  Philatelist, Stanley  Gibhons'
Monthly Jowrnal, The Philatelic Journal of
Great Brituin, The Philudelic Reeord, amd The
Stamp Collector's Fortnightly.  ** These five
journals,” says the Sch. B.Z., ‘‘are very good;
all publish biographies with portrait of Koglish
Philatelists.” This is 8 generalisation which is
not quite accurate, and if the biographical
feature is a test of excellence, the two journals
first named are out of the running !

—_——

The compatitive Kxhibition which huas besn
arranged to be held among the members of the

L.P.U., should provide plen'y of amusement for
tham for somas tims tv come. The lines on
which it is to be held are yuite novel, and they
are specially designed so that the small collector
will have as much chance of winning a prize’as
tue big one. Every member should read the
notice through very carefully, together with
Mr. Oldtield’s letter; both are printed in their
proper place in this journal. Wo venture to
hopo that there are very fow members who will
not compste, and even if anyone have no desire
to do so he should show something for the hunefit
of other members and the good of the Society.
For some time the Society has bean almost ina
moribund condition, and this is an epportunity
for it, a4 a body, to shaks off its lethargy, but
nothing can come of it without the hearty co-
oparation of every member. 1t should ba noted
that ouly membors of the I.P.U. can show, but
anyons joining at once will be eligible.
—0—

Mvr. Kruger once had a very pretty knack of
finding a seriptural text for everything, 1t s
said that us he bid adizu to Mr. Van Alphen,
the late Post-Muastsr General of the Transvaal,
he whispared in his ear & quotation from
Shakespeare as follows :—

1 have done sin
For which the Heavens, taking angry note
Have left me issueless.””

This brings us to a conundrum. What is the
differonce betwesn the 1895 issue of the Trans-
vail aund the Conservative majority !—One
is the pole isue and the other the issue of

NOTICE.

Owing to the increase of business, we find our
present offices inconvenient, and have thercfore
tuken n leuse of larger premises, including a

shop, at
HIGH HOLBOLN,

5311
229,

\Vhich is now our ox/y address.
—0—-

Our new shop and offices are situnted about a
hundred yards nearer the city than our late
address, on the same side of the rond. They are
half o minute's walk from the British Museum
Station on the new

CENTRAL LONDON ELECTRIC RAILWAY,

and a few doors from the Holhorn Restaurant.
Visitors to London, on their way to see the
Tapling Collection at the British Museum, will
find at No. 229, HIGH HOLBORN
A Fine Stock of all kinds of Stamps, Pachet:
and Albums. .

Rirhpatrick & Pembetton,
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Under this heading we chronicle only those
stamps which to the best of owr belief have
actually appeared.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

Hong Kong. Four envelopes have been is-
sued here, with stamps of the same design, we
presume, as the current adhesives.

Enveloprs.  2e. green on white,
4c. earmine
5¢, lilne

10¢. blue

India. ARBwssakir. The last type of 2 annas

stamps has, according to the M. /., appeared in two
fresh varieties of eolour.

Adhesivess 2. orauge-brown (mauve,, imperf.
2n. yellow

2a.

|1il‘l. perf.

Diiar. Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. send us
two stamps as per the following description :—
**New } and 2 ann. stamps are being prepared for
Dhar State, with Arms in centre like the § and
1 anna, but owing to a delay in the delivery, a tem-
porary issue has been made in the type of the 1st
issue, the } an. on orange-red and the 2an. on
yellow paper.” The specimens submitted are hoth
printed in black, and have the seal also in black.

Adhesives. } an. black on orange-red.
2 an. black on yellow.
Duttia. The Monthly Journal describes, on

the authority of Mr. W. T. Wilson, the } an. and
the 2 an. of the current typein new colours.
Adherives, ] an, pink on white,
2 an. Wlack on Lnfi-yellow,
Kiskengarh.
here.
Adhesives.

Further colour changes are reported

3a. blue.
&, magenta.
ia. green flirat type), pin perf,

New Zealand. The colours of some of the
locally printed stamps appear to he undergoing
radical changes.™ The 34d. now appears in decp

© green, the 2d. in dnl? mauve, the 2§¢. in very bright
blue, and the 1s. in a bright red. We are showna
new envelope impressed with a circular stamp. In
the centre of the design is the Queen's head, some-
thing similar to that on the 4d. black adhesive of
this colony. This is surrounded bv a band on
which appears the inscription ‘‘ New Zealand
Postagre " above, and *“ One Penny ” Lelow. The

stamp is carmine, and the envelope is the ordinary
syuare shape. The impression is embos:zed.

Envelope. 1d, carmine on white. (

Orange River Colony.—The 6d. rose with
the **V.R.L.' overprintis said to oxistin the second
type, with raised stops. We have scen the 4d. in
this second type, and so list it below. We have not
hitherto chronicled any of the ** V.R.I” postcards,
though they were issued about the same time as
the stamps. The first set were overprinted in type
similar to that on the adhesives, but the §d. and 1d.
single and reply were subsequently issued with
surcharge in capitals of a smaller type (sars-serif).
Mr. J. W. Jones has shown us the full set; with
the exception of the 1}d. on 2d. (adhesive) with
raised stops after the letters “ V.R.I.7 3 the one
Mr. Jones submits to us has three stops on a level
with the foot of the letters like all the other cards.
The list given helow, is, we helieve, a complete one
of the cards.

Surcharge the same as on the adhesives.

Posteards.  1d. on d. rose.

Ad. on Jd. x Jdb. on §d. green.
1d. on Id. orange,

W, on . x 1, on bds brewn,
13d. in Dlack on 2. manve.

Surcharge with raised stops.
13d. in black ou 2d. mauve,

Surcharge in sans serif capitals.
Al on . rose,
1(!. on 4. x Jd. on L. green,
d. on 1d. orauge.
Id. on Id. x ld, on 1d. hrown.

Adhesive, With raised stops.
4d. manve,

Seychelles. The A47./. has received the 8c.
envelope with the stamp surcharged “sixcents” in
black. o

Envelope. Gc. on 8e. carmine,

Straits Settlements. /'erak.—A correspon-
dent notifies us of thiee more provisiorals, namely
““one cent” on the de. and on the bc., current
type, and “THREE CENTS" in two lines on
50c.

Adhesives. le. on de. surcharge black.

Te. ., Se. . "
3c. ,, H0c, "

,. 7

OTHER G@OUNTRIES.

»
Austria. /Hungary.—8ome of our coniempor-
aries chronicle the 10 fil reply card.

Posteard., 10 x 10f. carmine.

Belgium. The 10c. cards, both single and
reply, are reported in the new colour.

Postcards.  10¢, rose on azure.
10c. x 10c. .. "

Chili.—We learn from the 47.]. that the colours
in which we chronicled the new registration

, envelopes, wrappers and letter sheet, are wrong, and
U that they should he as given helow. The ltc. of
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the new issue which first appeared in violet is
reported to have heen changed to yellow already.
Adhesive. 10c. yellow,
Letter Sheet. Hc. dull blue on white wove.
Reg. Envel. 15¢. mauve on cream laid.
Wrappers. 2e, earmine on straw,
20c. grey on batt,

Corea. Messis. Whilfield King write: ** We
have just received some more of the new stamps,
which are now used for International postage, as
our packaue was franked with them. The 2 and
3 cheun you may have already chronicled, but we
send the whole set, as issued to date. The 2re
stamp is the lowest vialue; there are 10 re toa
cheun, 100 of the latter being the equivalent ofa
Japanese yen or 2[-. One poon is equal to 2 re.
These new stamps are engraved and printed at
Scoul.

The four stamps of 1895, which were printed at
Washington, were iz 1897 surcharged with native
characters in red, signifying *“I'ai Han,”" a symbol
adopted by the Emperor to siesignate the Empire of
Corea, in lien of the old style **1jyo Sen.”” We
send you a set of these, which althoughissued three
years ago, have only just been discovered by
philatelists. Some of these were on our letter, so
they cannot be questioned.”

This latter set we chronicled in May, hut of the
former (or later issued set), we have only so far
given the 2 and 3 cheun, and so have to add.

Adliesives, 2 re. pale grey.
I ehenun pale green,
4, earmine,
5 . palerose.
6 .. decp blue,

France. We hare seen the 50c. carmine in the
Ist type “* N under * B.”

Adhesive. H0e, carmine (a).

China, Morotcs. The 2fr. has been surcharged
for both these places.

2fr. brown on aznre,
2 pesetas on 2r. brown on aznre,

Adhicsives,

Zanzibar. ‘The 2fr. has also appeared surcharged
20 annas for use in the French I’ost Office here, and
the AMonthly Circilar states that the 10c. card is
now surcharged in red instead of black.

Adhesive,
Posteard.

20an. on 2fr, browns on azure,
Lan. on 10e. Llack on green.

Greece. This is the latest country to adopt the
surcharge. We have received the 26c. blue, small
head of Mercury, in varions shades, surcharged in
black “20 lepta” in two lines, the word
“lepia is of course in Greek characters, \We
understan-t that the 20c. rose of the same issue
will rcceive the surcharge * 25 lepta,” and the 40
lepta véolet will be put up 1o 1 drachina by the same

process.  So far we have only received the tollow-
ing :(—
Adliesives. 20 1ep. on 29 lep. blue, perf. 114,
20 ,, e . ,» and imperf. on one
side.
20 ,, " . imperf.
2, ve deep blue, perf. 114, ve
@ ., o . inperf,
W, " ultramarine, perf. 11§,
20 ,, " ” " and im-
perf. on one side.
20 ., v " B perf,

Persia. ‘The A/. /. states that the 5ch. yellow
on while paper, of I8Y9, has been re-issued pro.

visionally, surcharged with an undecipherable
rectangular device, putly covering two stamps;
and adds that they were issued owing to the stock
of 5ch. on tinted paper having run short.

Agdhesive. 3ch. yellow on white, violet surcharge.

Uruguay. According to the Menthly Circulor
the lc. green of 1899 has appeared with the sur
charge “‘oFICIAL"Y

Ofticinl adlicsive, lec. green, surcharge black,

Venezuela. A new crop of surcharges has
made 1ts appearance in this Kepublic, for some
values of which we are indebted to Messrs.
Whitfield King & Co. The values from $0c. to
1 bol. have been changed in colour and surcharged
1900 ; the three lower values 5, 15, and 25e.
have rceeived the same treatment, but a surcharge
similar to the * Resellada,” one (illustrated in
March) covers the stamp as well; but instead of
the mitials K F.M. (which is the Spanish way of
writing R.T.M,, initials which stand for Ramon
Tellos Mendoza, the Minister of the Interior and -
Finance), there is the signature of President Castro,
filling the same spice.  The colours of the lower
values have not been changed,

Adhesives. b, green, surcharge black,
10c. vermilion. sureharge Wack.
25, blue, " .
S, vellow-oranze |, .
1b. grey " ”
3h. red-brown . .
i0h, red-orange " "
2uh. deep violet " "

We also learn from 2'Echo de la 7. that the
stamps of the * Instruccion series have also heen
changed in colour and surcharged 1900,

Adhwesives. % orange, surcharge black.

t0e. e . "
23¢. violet - "
S, yreen ’ "
lh, grey " "
3. red-brown "
20b. deep violet v
LT —

Discoveries, Errors, and Various
Notes.

China (French P.Q.) The ZLdho de la 7'
chronicles a specimen of the 10 centimes France
surcharged in 4lue instead of in red, bearing post-
mark ‘* shanghai,” July 2 (?), 1897.”

Fernando Po. The French journalsanncunce
that there is a new issue in preparation for the last
of the stamp-issuing Spanish Colonies. The design,
it is 8aid, will be the same, but all the colours will
be changed.

Germany The new 3 marks stamp has at

last been issred.

German China. ‘The Monthly Circular
states that there are three types of the numeral
« 5" surcharged on the 10¢,, differing in width, and
that the original value appears to have been crossed
out with a blue pencil.

India. The stamps of 4, §, 1, 2, and 2} annas
in the new colours are officially announced to appear
on the 1st of October.
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Philately a-t Thome.

There are very few solid articles in any
of the September journals most of the
space being taken up with accounts of the Parix
Philatelic Exhibition and controversies about
the ‘‘Mafeking Besiegod” stamps. Of the
former subject, The Monthly Jonrnal gives a
very full account, written by Mr. Phillips,
tl‘his account is interspersed with some very
interesting remarks. Referring to M. Mira-
baud’s collection of Swiss stamps he says:
‘ Speaking with a kuowledge of the majority
9f the greatest collections of the world, includ-
Ing even that of M. La Renoteére, I am of the
opinion that this exhibit is the

Fixgst EXAMPLE
of a specialized collection n the whole world,
In saying this I want it to be understood thas
I am not spenking of the monetary value, great
as that is, but of a combination of perfeet condi-
tion, philatelic study, and of completeness in
evory way, even to the obliterations. 1 consider
that this collection is worthy to rank as the first
of the many specialised collections 1 know.”
Mr. Phillips then gives a list of the most
notable things in the collection. These include
& number of Poste-Locale, Orts PPoste and
Rayons, plated, and we are told that M. Mira-
baud has been greatly assisted in the plating by
his secretary, Mademoiselle Kaiser, who can
from memory and almost at a glance, tell the
number on the plate of a Be. Vaud, a Poste
Locale, Orts Post, ete., ete.  Whaen it is remein-

bered that there nre 100 stamps on a sheet, the

extravrdinary powers of this lady will be better.
understooed.

Concerning the exhibit of a M. J. Sadts-
boonen, Mr. Phillips waxes quite wroth. ** This
exhibit,"” he says, *‘is only fit for an inmate of
alunatic asylum, and I think the judges should
be in the same place for a few days for making
this award! 1! The exhibit is contained in
about twenty yards of cases, and consists
chiefly of the stamps of Holland current issues,
in every possible combination, in twos. For

instance, 4¢. and le,, 3c. and 2e¢., fc. and 3c.,
and so on, up to the 1 gulden, all postmarked,
on different days. Such rubbish 1 have never
yet seen in any exhibition, and a bronze medal
might just as we'l have been given for a sack of
Continentals.”

Mr. Beckton writes to the Monthly Jowrnal
in answer to Lieut. Napier's letter of the
previous month (which we have reproduced) on
the subject of

Tue lv. ox 3v. Ounanck Fres Stats,
and pours a little more light on the subject of
the types of this stamp. It will be seen that
the variety with roman tigure **1” on the 3d.
is proved not to exist. Mr. Beckton says :—

*1 have had much pleasure inreading Mr.
Napier's letter in the last Afouthly Journal, and
comparing the observations he makes on the
“1d." on *vrEI PENCE’ with what 1 happen to
have. The conclusions [ arrived at some time
ago were that there were were at least two, and
probably more, separate and distinct settings-
up of this surcharge.

*These conclusions are corroborated by
what Mr, Napier has written, taken in conjunc-
tion with what I will now venture to lay
before your readers.

“1 have the lower half of a sheet, namely
panes 3 and 4, intact, which are quite difierent
from the ones in Mr. Napier’s sheet. The
whole of the stamps on these panes bear the
thin surcharge, but very few have the small
foot. On pane 3, stamp No, 57 alone has the
short foot, while in pane 4 it occurs on the
stamps Nos. 13, 14, 16, 37, 46, 47, 50, 51,53
and 57.

“This surcharge, in whizh all the figures
are thin, is, I believe, the first setting-up. The
second setting-up contains both the thin and
thick surcharges, but I have only half a
pane. The third setting up contains all
thick surcharges. 1 have a pane in which
three stamps are unfortunately missing from
the top and bottom rows, but all the fifty-four
stamps which are left, have the thick -heavy
surcharge, very different from the first
setting.

* From what Mr. Napier savs, 1 take it his
sheet is what I have described as the second
setting-up. '

1 ought to add that there are varieties of
the figure in the firet setting. Some have a
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perfectly straight top, whereas in others it is
slightly slanting, and sometimes appears to be
curved. The Jong bar at the bottom also
varies in thickness,

*¢ Other minor varieties in the figure can be
found, but are not of sufficient interest to
chronicle. They belong to the class of
varieties which are only of interest in deter-
mining very absruse questions in, shall I say,
higher I’hilately.”

The remainder of the letter is in the form of
a post-seript.

“’.5.—Since the foregoing was in print I
have received a long and interesting letter from
Mr. Napier, which clears up many points left
in doubt. At Mr. Napier's request 1 am mak-
ing use of the information he gives me.
Perhaps it would be better for me to make a
quotation from his letter.

“The surcharges to print the * 1d." on Vier
Pence were made up in a iorme of 240 to it
the sheet of four pane: The variety of sur-
charge with Roman figure * 1’ occurs once in
the forme, and is (as I said in my letter)
in the second column from the left. It isin
one of the left-hand panes, but I have mislaid
my note as to which row it isin. I have not
seen a complete sheet of this value, but 1y
informant has, and I have no reason to doubt
his accuracy.

¢«Of minor varieties on this sheet I know
very little. Some of the figures differ a little
in thickness, and in the serifs ; and I know of
two with misplaced figures thus, ‘1.’ and
*14.', but these are not very striking. To go
on to the same surcharge on the Drie Pence,
there were two formes used for this value ; but
that used for the Vier Pence was not used for
the Drie Pence, and neither of the formes used
contained a Roman figure ¢ I.' This variety,
therefore, is non-existent, Of this there can
do no doubt, as I have now seen complete
sheets of both settings.

« The first sctting (I take it first, but I know
nothing of the se(}uence) is, like that of the
Vier Pence, from a formeof 240. Ihaveseena
complete sheet of this, but I have not heen able
to look at it closely. However, it contains no
salient varieties that I can see. The second
setting was from a forme of 120 that fitted two
horizontal panes, and is that of which I have
a broken sheet, as described in my letter to
the A7.7. 1 have also seen a complete sheet
of this setting. It contains in the top
row of the right-hand pane, the variety with
the figure and letter, and placed far apart;
this is, of course, repeated twice in the sheet.
There are many minor varieties in the way of
differently-shaped figures, particularly in the
right-hand pane. For instance, No. 24 has the
figure extra thick, etc., ete.™

" ing in letters the word ‘¢ Postes

Philately in America.

THE STAMPS OF BELGIUM.

Mr. Jules Bouvez, whose *tHistory of the
Correspondence Card and other Entires of the
Belgian D’ostal Serviee” we reproduced from
the pages of The American Journal of
Philately in our last volumes, has for some
time been writing a series of articles on the
adhesive stamps of that country for the same
journal.  These articles are of exceptional
interest and we only regret that we have not
space to give them in full ; however the chapter
on the

Skcoxp Issur or Stamps

contains so much that is new that we reproduce
it in these pages.

‘* A postal convention, concluded on January
2nd, 1850, between Belgium and the Grand
Duchy of Luxemburg, the execution of which
was fixed for April lst, 1850, and another
convention, concluded between Belgium and
Switzerland, which was put into effect on
July 1st, 1850, resulted in such an increase in
the prepayment of postal shipments by means
of stamps, that the Adninistration arrived at
the following docisions, in order to simnplify the
mgnufacture of the three values in use.

Posracr Stamrs or & Uxirorm Desian,

Brussgns, August 10th, 1860.

“T:ur Director @ 1 have the honour to in-
form you that in future the postage stamps of
10 and 20 centimes shall be of the same
design as the postago stamps of 40 centimes
(a portrait of the King in medallion and hear-
" and the
indication of value, which will also be repro-
duced in figures in the upper corners of the
Atamps).

This modification will give the stamps a
perfect uniformity, so that they may be pro-
duced from the same original die, and so that
there can be no difference, exceptin the indica-
tion of value which may be added to the dies
for each denomination.

The colours—bistre, blue and carmine—are
to be maintained.

You are requested to convey thir information
to the employees under your direction, request-
ing them to dispose of the stamps of the old
type before the new stamps which may be sent
to them are placed in circulation.

(Signed) Minister of P'ublic Works,
H. Rorn.

About the end of August, 18560, the three
values previously referred to, appeared printed
on thin paper, with the watermark “L L
in a frame, similar, as to engraving, to the
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types of the 10 and 20c. stampa of the second
issue, Astothe colours, they actually appeartd
as follows : 10c. bistre-black, 20c. dark blue,
and the 40c. carmine-rose instead of bright
brick-red, the colour which distinguished the
previous issue,

The third issue, of August 10th, 1860, was
sufficiently large to furnish a full supply for all
the oftices in the kingdom ; nevertheless, and
contrary to what has been generally supposed,
the stamps of this printing were not all on
paper with the watermark in frame, because not
a suficient quantity of this paper was on hand
at the time that the printing operations began.

The quantities issued at this printing may be
divided as follows, according to values, hhades
and the character of the paper:

1.—Thick gray-white paper with watermark
in frame.

10c. black brown 1,000 sheets 200,000 stamps

20c. dark blue 625 ,, 125,000 ,,

40¢. carmine 30 ., 10,000 ,,

2.—Thin grey-white paper with watermark
in frame,

10c. brown 1,375 sheets 275,000 stamps

20c. blue 1,225 ,, 245,000
40c. carmine-rose 150 ,, 3,000
3.— Thick white paper with watermark

unframed.
10¢. bistre brown 22,500 sheets 4,500,000 stamps
20¢. dark blue 20,000 ,, 4,000,000 ,,
40¢. vermilion 1,500 ,, 300,000 ,,
4,—Thick yellowish paper with watermark
unframed.
10c. bistre brown 61 sheets 12,200 stamps
40c. Lrick red 21 ,, 4,200 ,,
5.—Thick rough paper with watermark un-
framed.

10c. brown on cream 39 sheets 7,800 stamps
a90c. dark blue on bluish 125 ,, 25,000  ,,

6.—Thick paper with watermark unframed.

10c. bright Lrown on rose tinted paper, 26 sheets.
5,000 stamps.
40c. rose on rose tinted paper, 24 sheets, 4,800 stamps.

7-—Ribhed paper with watermark unframed.

10c. dark brown £,000 sheets 1,000,000 stamps
20c. dark blue 3,000 ,, ¢oo,000
40c. carmine-red 500 ,, 100,000

As will be seen, the stamps of 10c. brown,
20c. blue, and 40c. carmine, on paper with
watermark framed, and the same values on
ribbed paper, are the rarest. As to the other
stamps on tinted paper, they exist in only small
quantities, ag their production was the result of
an accident, They resulted, in fact, from an
imperfect wiping of the plates, or from chang-
ing the inks used for the printing of the
different values. Among the minor varieties

which at times it would prove difficult to
distinguish, on account of greater or less
deterioration, the most interesting are those of
10c. bright brown and 40c. rose on rose tinted
paper, of which only 26 and 24 sheets reapec-
tively were printed.

Toward the end of 1851 the supply of the
three values was practically exhausted at the
principal offices, and the fourth printing took
place on the 16th November, 1851, in order to
cover the requirements for the year 1862. It
was composed of the following :

L0c. brown 30,000 sheets 6,000,000 stamps

20c. blue 25,000 ,, 5,004,000 ,,

40c. red 2.600 ' 500,000 ,

This printing was uniformly on white paper,
with the watermark *‘LL” unframed. Dark
and light shades of this printing may be found,
but without any varying tints in the paper.
Another peculinrity of this printing is that at
times, only two-thirds of *LL" of the water-
mark is to be found on a stamp, it being at
times the upper portion and at other times the
lower portion. These variations are due
entirely to the irregular placing of the sheets on
the plates at the time of printing. We may
add that this last peculisrity is found but very
rarely, and that it is not possible to determine
even approximately the number of sheets im-
properly placed.

On the 10th of February, 1853, the fifth
printing of the same values took place, the
paper being thin white and the watermark
“LL” unframed. "The quantitities issued are

- a8 follows :

10c. 350,000 sheets 70.4000,' 00 stamps
20c. 260,000 , 50,000,000,
40c. 40,000 ,, 8,000,000 ,,

As in the previous printings, there may be
found the following shades: Light and dark
brown in the 10c¢., light blue and dark blue in
the 20e¢., vermilion and carmine in the 40ec.
Certain values exist with the watermark
reverssd and a stil smaller number with
the watermark inverted. There may also be
found in this printing, stanps of yellowish
and bluish tints, but only in small quantities.

Finally, in addition to the ** LL ™ interlaced,
each stamp of the bottom row in ench sheet con-
tained @ double lined capital letter. These
letters are similar to these which have been
mentioned in the description of the stamps of
the first issue.

The printing of the 10th of February, 1853,
was the largest one of this issue, and it sufliced
for the requirements of all the oftices until May,
1861, when it was detemnined to jssue # stamp
of 1 centime for the special prepayment of
printed matter,

(7% be continued. )
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Wlell=khnown lpbilatelists._

No. 11. Mr. VERNON ROBERTS.

This ‘month we are fortunate in being able to
give a very good portrait of Mr. Vernon Roberts,
the well-known Manchester collector, who owns
the unique envelope bearing
two copies of the Id. Post
Office Mauritius.

Mr. Roberts was born at
Cheadle, Cheshire, on May
80th, 1859, and became u
collector of stamps at a
very tender nge. It is un-
necessary to describe the
phases through which his
philatelic proclivities passed,
as they were much the same
as those of others we have
gketched in previous months.
Suffice it to say that his
collection gradually grew,
and in 1889 it was greatly
added to by two others
which he purchased nt
auction in London for £150
and £160 respectively. One
of these collections was very
strong in good Europeans,
the early Swiss being parti-
eularly fine, containing
among other good stamps a
double Geneva, and two

Empire. Twelve months after this decision Mr.
Roberts had serious thoughts of giving up col-
lecting altogethier ; this was about the time of his
marriige, andd whether matrimony temporarily
altered his tastes or whether this was simply a
continuation of the disintegration of his collec-
tion, which wns bogun by the disposal of his
foreign countries that c¢aused him to lose
interest, is a psychological
question with wkich we
have nothing to do here,
but at any rate, in
1804 he sold a good many
stamps  privately, and in
the iollowing year Messrs.
Ventom, Bull and Cooper
lield a two days sale which
comprised many of Mr.
Roberts’ finest things, not~
ably his collection of Great
Britain, Cape of Good Hope,
and New South Wales,
which were remarkably
fine. The sale realized
over £1000.

In this connection it is
very interesting to notice
that Mr. Roberts kept an
accurate account of his
expenditure on stamps, and
the result of this auction
showed him that the 'arge
remainder of his collection
had not cost him a single
penny. This waa distinctly

eopies of the dc. **Vaud,”
all unused, while the other
was strong in good Colonials.

In 1892 he found that though he was prepared
to spend a good deal of money on stanps, it was
impossible to give the attention to all countries
which he felt he ought, and so he decided to
give up general collecting and confine lis atten-
tion entirely to the stamps of the Rritish

encourafing, and probabl

caused Mr. Roberts to thin{
matters over again, he decided not to sell any
more of his stamps, and like the born philatelist
he is, he began adding again to his collection with
redonbled vigour in 1897. To show how energeti-
cally he went to work, we may say that in July of

~ the very same year he obtained a bronze medal

for the stamps of St. Lucia, and also a special
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bronze medal given by Mr. W. D. Beckton, at
the London Philatelic Exhibition.

Betweon that date and 1899, when the Man-
chester International Philatelic Exhibition was
held, he continued to enlarge his collection at a
rate which seems incredible. At that function
he obtained a gold medal for his collection of
Cape of Good Hope (how he must have regretted
parting with his first collection!); a bronze
medal for Gambia and Gold Coast; a gold
medal in the rarity class, and a special gold
medal given by Mr. W. H. Peckitt for 100
rare stamps. The last award was a particularly
appropriate one on the part of the judges, as
Mr. Roberts had bought many of the stamps
which were included in the exhibit, from Mr.
Peckitt. The most notable of these stamps
was the envelope with the two ‘¢ Post Office "
Mauritius aforementioned. This envelope was
found a few months before at Bombay, and was
bought by the exhibitor from Mr. Peckitt for
almost a fabulous price. Those who saw the
exhibit will also remember the blocks of four-
teen British Columbia, 10c., perf. 14, and
twenty 1 dollar of the same issue. (These
extremely rare stamps are amcngst those that
have been thrown out of Gibbons' last cata-
logue, as stanps that were prepared for use but
not issued ; it will be seen therefore that Mr.
Roberts will probably be a sufferer, pecuni-
arily, from that arrangement.)

At present Mr. Roberts’ favourite countries
are Cyprus, Hong-Kong, Labuan, Cape of
Good Hope, Gambia, Gold Coast, St. Helena,
St. Lucia, and Queensland, many of which are
practically complete and up-to-date in cvery
known variety and shade.

So far, we have not referred to Mr. Robarts’
connection with the London and Manchester
Philatelic Societies. He was elected a member
of the former in 1887, being proposed by the
late Mr. T. K. Tapling, M.P., and seconded
by Mr. K. D. Bacon. The Manchester Society
he joined in 1891, shortly after its foundation,
and became president as soon as the Society
was put upon a proper basis. He continued to
hold that position until the end of the session
1895-96, when he resigned in favour of Mr.
W. D. Beckton. During that time he read
several papers on Colonial and Koglish stamps,
which proved that he iy a keen philatelist and
has a thorough mastery of his subject,

Readers of the Ph. J. of G.B. know himn as a
Vice-Presiderrt of the International Philatelic
Union, which he joined several years nauo;
they will therefore, we have no doubt, read the
foregoing lines on one of the most notable
figures in the philatelic world with especial
interest.

- — i .

The Line=Engraved
2 sen. HObesive Stamps of
Japan (1871=75).

0, —

By OLivEr FIrRTH,

It may seem to be refining matters to excess
when a limited numbsr of issues of only one
value of the stamnps of a country is *‘specialized,”
but the writer in gathering together a collection
of the stamps of Japan, found that there was a
certain fagcination in this particular value, and
was led to devote to it a greater amount of study
than to the other stamps.

When one begins to pay special attention to
the stamps of Japan, he soon finds that the
work of Mr. E. D. Bacon, as usually happens
when he takes such a matter in hand, is so
thorough and complete as to leave but little .to
be done, and his papers in Vols. IV. and X,
of the Philatelic Record form the staple founda-
tion upon which subsequent research nust be
based. As a natter of fact, 1he only thing one
finds possible to do, is to go somewhat more
fully into details of paper and perforation than
way either advisable or necessary in the articles
reforred to, and it is upon these items that the
present notes .are made, the various papers
forming a most interesting study.

According to Bir E. I Reed, who is quoted
by Mr. Bacon, the paper of Japan is mede
from the pulp of the bark of a shrub called
Kozo (Broussone tia pupiyrifera), mixed with
rice-flour, and a gunmy substance, and from a
shrub called gampi ( Wickstraemia canescens).
T'hese appear to be the chief sources of the pulp
for what is known as * .Japanese " paper, and
as that made fromn the Iatter substance is
described as *‘ very fine and supple ” and ** very
suitable for taking transfer copies,” it is likely
to be the paper known as *‘Japanese copying,”
or **silk paper,” and is the paper used for the
two issues of the small square stamp of 1871
and 1872. There iy also & similar wove paper,
of n like nature, although on tearing, it does
not show the silky fibras of the copying paper,
and no stamps upon it that have coine under
my notice have at all approached the semi-
trausparency of some of the laid papers, nor
dnag their thickness vary so much, the substance
heing about equal to the subseyuently mentioned
*modium ” laid.

The laid paper used for the issues of the
upright rectangular stamnps is of a somewhat
different character, the laid lines being more
apparent through their greater width, and the
paper is of much greater thickness. The wove'
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papers of these latter issues varies & great deal,
in many cases being a very ordinary * wove ”
paper, most likely inade with imported European
machinery. The ‘‘native” wove papers are
often of a parchinent-like substance and texture.

The question of thess papers will be dealt
with in greater detail in connection with the
various issues, and the apparently excessive
length of these prefatory remarks must be
excused on the ground that they are necessary
in order to avoid repetition at a later stage.
Suftice it therefore to add that the laid papers
may be divided, as regards the laid lines, into
the following classes : —

1. Quadriile : the laid lines crossing each other
at right angles, thus forming a network of squares;
sometimes the lines are fine and close together, at
otkers wider and further apart; they may be
classed as fne, medium, and coarse quadrille, and
are subsequently so referred to. The thickness of
these papers varies much, being occasionally so
thin that small punctures are visible when the
paper is held up to the light, the substance of the
paper being entirely absent. Without attempting
to be too exact, the small squares may be taken as
varying as to length of side from 025 mm. to
almost 1 mm.

9. Batonne: the paper being laid, with broader
laid lines occurring at equal distances. The dis-
position of the lines being similar to that one is
familiar with in the case of the old-fashioned, thin,
shiny, “foreign note” paper. The batonné lines
are sometimes across the laid lines.

8. Plain laid lines, which appear either vertically
or horizontally in the paper used for the stamps,
aecording asit was placed to receive the impression.
These lines may also be divided as fine, medinum, and
coarse laid.

First

April, 1871

Strictly speaking, one should perhaps omit
the 200 mons, though it represents practically
the same face value as the 2 s:n. of the follow-
ing year's issue, which was called forth by the
change to the decimal syst m.

These stamps were unperforated and un-
gummed, the sheet consisting of 40 stamps,
disposed in five rows of eight stamps, and being
sepamately engraved,each stamp is different from
the others. There was but one plate. The
colour of the stamp is vermilion, and copies
may be found ranging fsom a pale, almost
orange, to a full deep colour.

The following

yY —

mplQ perhaps presants the various particulars of
this issue in ths most striking way.

Paper, Thicknuess. Shrcle of Vermil.
Wove ., v Thin Medium,
( Thin . Pale to dark.
Coarse quadrille ,‘},lle.d":‘"" » "
{semi-transparent) 1 i oo
» Medinm :: '.’
Medium quadrille {  Thin " "
brittleand greasy, ; Medium . ™
louking transpt. ‘ Thin w | Dark.
Vertically laid o Thiu medium . | Medinm,
SECOND [ssUE.

March,

1872

Although the same design was maintained,
the black inscription of value only being changed,
there was another plate engraved for this issue
containing 40) stamps, dispused as before. The
sheets were perforated and show a margin,
which is not the case with the first issue, and
were issued both in a gummad and ungummed
condition. The element of perforation adds
annther column to our table : —

Second Issue, March, 187,

Paper. ‘Thickness. |Shade of verm.| Derforation.
Wove ... w. | Thin . ' Medinm .. | 11, 11§
. . Mcedium l . o
Laid vertically .
Fine lines Medium .. Bright 11} (10§ x 11,
and M, Scott.
Medium lines ‘Thin Medium 1.
Fine lines, | Medium . Bright e | 120
batonnc,
Lorizontally

Next month the design that was maintained
to the close of the iasue of line-engraved stamps

! will be dealt with.

. FIrTH.
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Recollections of 20 Years’
Stamp Dealing.

By Tueovor BuHL.

{ Continued from page 131.)

= If some of the foregoing notes appaar to ba
unnecsssarily condensed, I must ask my readers
to blams the publishers, who have limitsd e
to s certain spacs which I have already con-
siderably exceeded, and which I could ill thres
timss over ; but parhaps it is my fault that I
have gone so far into matters which are not
entirely 