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PREFACE.

This is the NixTH annual volume of the Philatelic Journal of Great Britain, and with it

ends the proprictorship of Mr. William Brown, its inceptor, and at the same time the
editorship of Mr. Geo. B. Duerst ceases.

In the next volume we shall publish the history of the P.J. of G.B. during those past
nine years so there is no necessity to do so here. We must, however, say of the volume now
presented to the public, that it gives a full and faithful record of the year’s philately.

Among the events of 18gg the Manchester Philatelic Exhibition of course looms largely,
and it is the general opinion that the finest lot of stamps ever gathered together, without any
exception, was to be seen in the Manchester City Art Gallery in Junc.  The Editor’s notes
on these exhibits, in the present volume, are not only good reading for to-day, but will be
invaluable for refercnce at future times.

Other contributions to these pages include articles on France, Servia, and the minor
varieties of the linc-engraved series of English stamps, by three good men and true, and
each is a useful addition to our knowledge of these subjects.

For the rest, the * Philatelic Review of Reviews ™ keeps full account of all that is best
in our contemporaries, and the New Issues columns are abreast, and occasionally ahead, of
the world’s new issues.

It is now our duty, on behalf of our readers, to bid good-bye to Mr. Brown, who, though
he never edited the P.J. of G.B., has always been a good publisher, in that he always secured
‘the right men for that important work. May he prosper in all that he docs, and may all his
works be as great a credit to him as the Phelatelic Journal of Great Britain!

KIRKPATRICK & PEMBERTON,

l.oNDOXN.
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A new work dealing with the obliterations of
Austria, Hungary and Austrian Italy will shortly
appear. About 70 plates will illustrate the vari-
ous obliterations, the text is in the hands of such
well known philatelists as H. Kropp and k. Hor-

rak, and the book will be issued from the offices
of the Austria Philatelist in Prague.

Aill the postmen collecting letters in the
towns in Russia have been provided with tri-
cycles, which have a large receptacle for re-
ceiving the contents of the pillar boxes in front
of the rider. These boxes are so arranged that
the rider can collect the mail matter without
dismounting.

Switzerland is going to have a 70 centimes
stamp, to be used principally for parcels.

According to the Colleceionador de Sellos the
following are the numbers of the three highest
values slanting figures known to exist in Brazil :

180 reis gb
300 reis gb
6oo reis g8

Mr. G. A. dos Santos pos-esses 23 specimens
of each value. Mr. Jose (}ulmzlrw~ Veiga has
a block of nine Goo reis u<ed of this 1ssue.

M. Ebray has made a <pzcial hobby of the
Brussels Exhibition stamps, which he has col-
lected obliterated by every post oftice in Bel-
gium. 5,000 franc: have been offered for this
collection, but the owner refuses to part with
it under {1,000,

The September Australian Philatelist gives
particulars of the case Regina v. Jonoski and
Elizabeth Takuma, on a charge of forging and
uttering postage stamps; the male accused
was found guilty of taking Mr. F. Hagen in to
the tune of £33, and Mr. I, Collins £18. He
was sentenced to 12 months but sentence sus-
pended under the First Offenders Probation
Act, though he has to pay [s5 gs. per week to
the Clerk of the Courts for hix victims. ‘The
female accused was discharged.

Commemorative stamps can only be used for
inland letters from the 1st of January. This
decision of the Postal Congress gives such
stamps no better standing than Locals.

The first letter at the pennyv rate posted in
Canada was from the Canadian Postunaster-
General to Great Britain’s Po-tmaster-General,

H. Barth, Halle, has disappeared from hi:
home taking stamps to the value of over £3,000

t with him.

In Paramaribo, Suriname, there was an
auction of poctage <tamps held on Idecember
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14th, by order of the administrator of finances
of that Colony, Mr. Schimmelpenninck van der
Oije. Among the objects sold there were
2,198 used postage stamps of Suriname, the
Netherlands, British Guiana (early issues) and
others. At-the same time a number of entire
sheets are to he sold (so-called printer’s waste
sheets refused on account of errors, ete.) of the
provisional 214 cent. on 50 cent.,, orange, of
18g2. The first sheets that were printed at the
time showed numerous errors; the word “cent”
was often printed but partially, besides there
are sheets with the surcharge inverted, a starap
not even catalogued so far. These sheets had
to be delivered by the printer with the rest
and by the advice of some voung men in the
financial service of the Colony they are to he
sold for what thev will bring. Considering that
the catalogue price for the stamps, unused, is
very high the sale is certain to bring in quite
a little sum; vet it is to be regretted that the
Administrator of Finance agreed to such a sale,
which was advertised in the dailv papers of
Amsterdam and of Paramaribo,

Great Britain having recently adhered to tbe
international postal arrangement regarding the
transmission of letters containing money or
other valuables previously declared at a post
office, M. Delombre, French Minister of Core-
merce, has taken measures to enable the French
public to take immediate advantage of the new
facilities thus afforded. On and after January
1 the transmission of letters und valuables de-
clared at the post office 1s authorised between
¥France and her colonies on the one side. and
Great Britain on the other. The worth of such
valuables must not exceced 3,000f.

The latest vehicle known to assist in the dis-
tribution of parcels and employed by the British
PPost Office 1s a hearse. Amongst the convey-
ances used by the Post Office at Birmingham
during the Christmas week was this novel if
rather gruesome article.  Fancy Father Christ-
mas coming to vou in a hearse! Brrr,

Mr. Hadlow informs us that the collection
of the late Harold Frederic has been intrusted
to him for sale and that a catalogue will soon
be ready and will be sent to any applicant.

Imperiaf (Pennp (Posf.

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT.

The Postmaster-General has issued the an-
nouncement which is given below. It will be
seen that the Australasian Colonies are not
included. Persons writing to their friends and
relations in those colonies must still use 2%d.
stamps. It should also be observed that, for
the present, Cape Colony is not included,
though Natal is. On and ofter Christmas Day
next, the postage to he prepaid on letters from

this country for the undermentioned British
possessions and protectorates will be 1d. per
130z., instead of 214d. as at present:—

Aden.

Ascension.

Bahamas.

Barbados.

Bermuda.

British Central Africa.

British East Africa.

British Guiana

British Honduras.

Canada.

Ceylon.

Cyprus

Falkland Islands

Fiji Islands.

Gambia.

Gibraluar.

Gold Coast Colony.

Hong Kong.

India.

Johore.

Lagos.

I.eeward Islands, viz:—

Antigua.

St. Kitts.

Nevis.

Dominica.

Montserrat and

Virgin Island.
Malay States (Federal), viz:—

Perak.

Selangor.

Negri-Sembilan and

Pahang.

Natal.

Newfoundland.

Niger Coast Protectorate.

Niger Territory.

St. Helena.

Sarawak.

Sevchelles.

Sicrra J.cone.

Straits Settlements.

T.obago.

Trinidad.

Turks Islands.

Uganda.

Windward Islands, viz:i—

Grenada.
St. Lucia, and
St. Vincent.

Letters to and from Her Majesty’s ships
abroad will be transmissible at the same rate
of postage. The postage payable on letters
addressed to any other British possession, or to
anyv foreign country, and that payable on post-
cards, printed papers, samples, etc., for any
part of the world, will remain unchanged.

Strange to say the Colony first proposing a
penny letter rate cannot join at present owing
to financial difficulties,

The following have not yet joined:

British Bechuanaland.

British Borneo.
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British New Guinea.
Cape of Good Hope.
Jamaica.

Labuan.

Malta.

Mauritius.

New South Wiales.
New Zealand.
Queensland.

South Australia.
Tasmania.

Victoria.

Western Australia.
Zanzibar.

Canadian  Imperiaf (Pennp (Posfage
Stamp.

From the Philatelic Monthly.

The Canadian Postmaster-General, Mr. Mu-
lock, has had designed a unique postage stamp,
to come inte use December, 25th next, the
date of the inaugeration of the new imperial
penny postage. The stamp will be for use on
letters tor Great Britain and the Colunies, and
is not designed as a special issue.

When the Postmaster-General was in lng-
land last summer he says he was suprised to
notice that the great mass of the people of that
island failed to appreciate the greatness and
the value of the British possessions abroad.
Especially did this seem to be the case with
regard to Canada. )

‘T'he idea accordingly suggested itself to him,
when he was considering a design for an im-
perial penny postage stamp, to prepare some-
thing that would show graphically the extent
of the British possessions as compared with
that of the other countries of the world. On
his return to Canada, Mr. Mulock invited de-
signs to be sent him by Canadian artists, but
none of these quite meeting his views, he
sketched out something himself, in the rough,
and handed it over to an engraver to be touched
up.

p'l'he feature of the new stamp is a neatly exe-
cuted map in minature of the world, showing
the British possessions in red as distinguished
from all other countries. Surmounting this is
a rerresentation of the British crown, under-
neath which s a bunch of oak and maple leaves
symbolising the unity of the mother country
and the Dominion. At the upper edge of the
stamp are the words in neat letters, “Canada

Postage.” Underneath the map Jis “Xmas,
1898,” so that the date of the inauguration of
penny postage throughout the entire empire
may be a matter of record.

On cach of the lower corners is the figure
“2" indicating the denomination of the stamp.
At the lower edge are the words, taken from the
works of one of the Canadian poets, “We hold
a vaster empire than has heen.” The details
of the colouring of the stamp have not yet been
altogether determined.

The Postmaster-General has also under con-
sideration the preparation of a card bearing
the impress of the new penny pustage stamp,
together with a table ot figures showing the
volume of Canada’s trade, her arca the variety,
and magnitude of her natural productions, in-
dustrial output, transportation facilities, the
position she occupies as au great highway be-
tween Furope and the Orient, and other mat-
ters of o like interest. These cards wil be en-
closed in envelopes and distributed among
teachers and others in Canada and in Great
Britair, with the expectation that they will
assist in the formation of a truer idea of Cani-
da’s present and prospective position in the
world.

How will the decision of the Pustal Congress
that commemorative stamps cannot be used
for internativnil correspondence, taficet this
stamp?—1The Lditor.

Sorgerics,

FRANCE. 1 Franc orange ssue, 184,

Very good forgeries of this rare stamp hive
litely been offered in pairs and single speci-
mens from Italy and in order to put our readers
on their guard we give the following points of
difference according to the Monthly Journal 1 —

1. The shading under the eye and on the
neck in the originals consists of well defined
paraitel lines ot dots.

The shading under the cyve in the forgeries
cannot be resolved into parallel lines, that on
the neck consists of paradiel lines but 15 much
less pronounced, :

2. The Greek border at the sides of the
frame consists of a bent ribbon, bouth edges of
whicn are very clearly shown in perspecuve,

‘The Greek border on the left side in the for-
geries consists of a single hent line with traces
only of a second hine. On the right side the
second line 1s slightly more noticeable, but
it is far from being as clear as in the originals.

3. In the originals there is an indent of
colour 1n the middle of the line of the upper
lip, which almost amounts to a defect in the
drawing.

In the forgerics this indent is cntirely ab-
sorbed into the curved line of colour of the
upper lip.

4. There are three lines of shading above
the cvelid and bencath the evebrows in the ori-
ginals, but are entirely absent in the forgeries.

MEXICO.  1863-66 issue.

According to the Deutsehe Bricfmarkenscitun gy
the 4 stamps of this issue have been offered
used, in which state they are very scarce.  The
obliteration, however, has been found to be
forged.



4 PHILATELIC JOURNAL

oF GREAT BRITAIN. Jan. 10, 185

P.3.6.38. Rovertiser HOvertising Rates.

PRICE PER INSERTION :—

Unce, 3times. Gtimes. lalimes,

s. d. s d. s. d s. d
1 page joo 27 © 226 200
YK page 18 o 16 6 136 120
14 page 10 0 90 76 66
3% page 6o 56 46 40

No smaller displayed advertisements will be taken
than 1-8th of a page.

Adverlisements smaller than tnis must Le inserted
in the EXCHANGE COLUMN, which in future
will be reduced to the rate of SIX WORDS A
PENNY, irrespective of length. They will be in
serted in small 1ype and no display whatever allowed

BUSINESS CARDS s/-for 12 INSERTIONS

CASH IN ADVANCE.

Toe (pBifatefic Fournaf of Greaf
Writain,

@nd te P.3.65.08. @dverfiser.

SUBSCRIPTIONS : —

Per Annum 2/6 post free.
Single numler v 3d. 'e
All subscriptions commence with January
L’ABONNEMENT :—
Par an Fes 3.15 franco.
5 numérn vev 4 0.30
Tout abonnement est daté du Janvier.

BEZUGSPREIS :—

. M. 2 50 post frei.
Jede Nummer . y 02§ s

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.

Norice: Publishers of Thilatelic Magazines ex-

changing with this Journal are requested in future to

send one copy to the Editor, G. B. Duerdt, Rolandseck,

Athol Road, Alexandra I’ark, Manchester, and a

second copy to the Publisher, William Brown, Salis-
bury, Englard.

Per Jahr

JANUARY 10th, 1898,

There is not a single
philatelist, we believe, who
has not read the alluring
advertisementsthatstamps
will be sold at 25, 334 ard
even 5o and 066% per
cent. below catalogue prices, the seller in maost

Catalogue Values
and
Discouants.

cases stating the name of the catalogue, on which
he bases his prices.

Of course we do not hesitate to admit that
everyone has a perfect right to sell his goods at
any price he likes, and considering that the
intrinsic value of a stamp is very small, it does
not matter whether he asks a long figure or not,
the result is always the same 7.e., a price is
demanded that is out of proportion to the intrinsic
value of the article scld. On the other hand,
however, philatelic prices, like the prices of any
other commodity are ruled by the laws of supply
and demand. [{there isa large and continuous
demand for a certain class of stamps, there is
certain to be at first a tightening and then a rise
in the prices of these stamps. Publishers of
catalogues, in most cases large dealers themselves
are the best judges of such special demands, and
when we find prices of certain countries in a new
edition of the catalogue gone up in price we may
be sure such countries are in more demand than
formerly.

Yec others dealers can still afford 1o allow a
liberal discount, and to judie by their advertise-
ments are able to deliver with this discount. No
doubt in some cases certain dealers have excep-
tional facilities to obtain the stamps of certain
countries and consequently can afford to sell
them at a lower price than their competitors.
Against this we have absolutely no word to
say, because it is quite legitimate to do so in
business. Dealers want a certain profit, if they
buy cheaper than their competitors they can sell
cheaper, this is as it should be. But when certain
dealers offer large discounts on every stamp in a
catalogue, then we are afraid they promise more
than they can keep. We are sure many stamps if
ordered could not be delivered, or only in such in-
ferior condition, that even gg per cent. off would be
no inducement to the buyer. Stamps in fine condi-
tion whether they are unused or used is inmaterial,
will always command a good price, and from our
long experience we may add, that large discounts
for such stamps all round are an impossibility,
which everyone will sooner or later discover to his
cost, when answeriny suchalluringadvertisements.

Unfortunately. there are many black sheep in
the philatelic fold ; we hear of many frauds, where
stamps sent on appioval were never returned,
nor could any payment be obtained. Not only
dealers, but also collectors are the victims of such
designing persons, and we warn all our readers
arainst having any dealings with unknown firms,
whatever discount they may allow. Let us pre-
sent a united front to all those, that infest philately
for illegitimate purposcs, and we are certain we
shall be all the better for it in time to come. If
we do not act the cancer will eat deeper and
deeper and finaily destroy that for which we all
labour so assidously and cheerfui.

(postaf Work in Christmas Week.

Christmas postal traffic last month has both
in respect to correspondence and in parcels
greatly exceeded all previous records. In addi-
tion to a large increase in the inland posts the
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over-sea mails far surpassed any former year.
To give our readers some idea of the stupend-
ous amount of work that had to be got through
we will give the figures of the over-sea mails
arriving the week before Christmas as follows:

The Cunard steamer Umbria brought 2,351
sacks.

The American line steamer Paris brought
1,487 sacks.

The White Star steamer Majestic brought
676 sacks.

The White Star steamer Cymric brought 605
sacks.

The West Indian mail steamer brought 311
sacks.

The Indian and Australian mail
brought 68z sacks.

The Cape mail steamer brought 80,000 letters.

Each sack weighs about 3{ cwt.

From the foregoing figures the enormous
amount of work entailed by sorting and deliver-
ing this mass of correspondence can be guessed
at, but the real amount is only known to those
that have the handling of it.

steamer

§rance.
By W. Grunewald.

(Read before the Manchester Philatelic
Society.)

1870.

After the French disasters in the East and
betore Paris was surrounded by the German
troops the postal administration hastily sent out
the greatest part of its stock of the previous
issue about 15 millions of francs, to the depart-
ments in the West and South and began manu-
facturing stamps with the Head of Liberty by
using the plates of the 1849 issue.

Paris was invested on the 18th Septemb:r,
1870, and the following day the postal vans
were obliged to return to the capital with their
bags of letters undelivered. Again, the next
day another attempt was made 3 carriages, 2
horsemen and 5 postmen were despatched, but
only one managed to reach Evreux, and he
returned 7 days later bringing back 150 letters.

No further attempts were made after the zoth
September to cross the German lines in the
ordinary way, and the next attempt was by bal-
loon on the 23rd September, when the “ Nep-
tune” succeeded in reaching Evreux with about
200 lbs of letters. I will not say anything fur-
ther about the balloon post as Mr. Duerst read
us some time ago a very interesting paper
on that subject, but only remind yvou that from
the 23rd September, 1870, to the 28th February,
1871, 66 balloons were despatched more or less
successfully and carrying 2 millions and a half
of letters.

The stock of stamps remaining in Paris be-
ing very small, the manufacturer of the new
issue was actively pushed, and as early as the
t1th October, 1870, the new issue consisting of

the 10c. bistre, 20c. blue and goc. orange was
ready. These stamps were put into circulation
as required as soon as the whole of the Empire
issue was exhausted. As these stamps were
printed from the 1849 plates, the téte-béche
varieties of that issue are found on the 1oc. and
20c. and not on the goc.

The ditferences between the two issues are
very easy as the latter are perforated. The
paper in the first issue is also thicker, the gum
darker and thicker, ‘and the printing which in
1870 was done hy steam power is not so care-
fully executed in the latter issue as in the first
when the printing was done by hand. The
colours in the 1870 issue are also much lighter.
As a consequence of the rapid impressions and
bad printing a large number of varieties may
be found in the letters and figures. The 40
cents being the worst treated in that respect.

In the joc. stamps the same types are to be
found as in the 1849 issue. The téte-béche
varieties only exist in the first printings as in
February, 1871, these errors on the plates were
corrected.  The plate of the 10c. has three téte-
béche pairs and the 2oc. only one.

1870. Bordeaux Issue.

The stamps of this issue were all printed in
Bordeaux, none having been printed in Tours
as is sometimes stated. As the stock sent from
Paris was likely to become soon exhausted, as
early as the 22nd October, an order was given
for the manufacture of a fresh set of stamps,
and for the adoption of the 1849 type. The
treaty of the 3rd November signed by M. Dele-
hecque and the representative of the Govern-
ment fixed the 13th November as the date of
issue. M. Delebecque had to provide 4,000
sheets of 300 stamps per day from the tsth
November, 1870. The paper was the same as
that used in Paris by M. Hulot, and made at
Angouleme. It was impossible to perforate
the stamps as the machinery was not at hand
and the dies being also in Paris, it was decided
to lithograph the new issue.

The 20c. was first of all drawn with a pen,
but the transfer was so difficult that a matrix
had to be done on stone for the 2nd type and
also for all the other values. The manufac-
ture continued uninterruptedly from the 15th
November, 1870, to the 18th March, 1871, and
in August, 1871, the plates were destroyed.
After the peace, part of the stock was sent to
the Post Ofhces in the East and North and
even to Monaco. ‘The remainder was de-
stroved. The issue consisted of g values:

Quantities printed.

1 cent. olive on greenish blue

1 cent. olive on dark green } 24,471,375

2c. brown 8,882,475
4C. grey 4,233,975
5C. green 6,393,825
1oc. histre 17,801,075
20c. blue 52,445,175
30c. brown 2,933,875
4oc. orange 3,290,025
Soc. carmine 2,338,575
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In M. Hulot’s stock sold a few years ago a

few sheets of these stamps were discovered.
Description of types of 2oc. blue.

There are 5 types of this value.

1st Type.—The head appears at first sight to
be smaller than in the other values. The
coloured line surrounding the pearl circle
has almost disappeared at the top. The face
is very slightly shaded: The shade of the neck
is formed of dots instead of lines. The pearl
circle is slightly more than half a millimetre
from the line %elow the inscription which is
small. The bunch of grapes contains 18 grapes
instead of 16 in the other types. Another point
which enables you to distinguish the tyvpe with-
out any further examination is the following.
Exactly above the letter O of Postes will be
found in the pearl circle one pearl which
touches the line.

Tvpe I1.—The head appears larger.
inscription is small as in the first type.
blue circle surrounding
equally visible all round.
with lines.

Type 1lIl.—Same as last with the exception
of the inscription which is larger.

There are 3 varieties of this type.

1. The front of the base of the neck is quite

close to the pearl circle.

2. It is a little further.

3. It is one millimetre from the circle.

The 3rd variety is the commonest and is re-
produced 140 times on the sheet while the other
2 varieties are only to be found 30 times each.

ARRANGEMENT OF TYPES.

The
T'he
the pearl circle is
The face is shaded

3 3 1 3 2
3 1 3 1 2
3 3 2 2 1

Type 1V.—The words “ Repub. Franc.” fills
the whole of the top label. The space between
the letter R of Repub. and the vertical line of
the label is smaller than in type II.  The letters
are thicker and squarer. The wheat ecar
touches the pearl circle.

Type V.—This is like the 3rd type, but the
letters are thicker and wider. The bottom of
the letter F of Franc touches the white line
also the hottom of P in Postes.

Some catalogues give a second type of the
2c., 1oc., 30c., 1 have only seen the zc. brown.
The only difference seems to be that the print-
ing is more carefully done and the paper is
smoother and yellowish. '

sue sc. green which was reserved for printed
matter was to have been the same as the 1c,,
2c., and 4c., but for want of time it was decided
otherwise at the last moment. The whole issue
with the exception of the 1st type of the zoc.
were perf. 14 unofficially, alse rouletted. The

Ic. ard zc. is found percé en points and the
20c, percé en arc.  All the stamps of this issue
were withdrawn in 1871 and they are the only
stamps of France which cannot be used at
present.

1871.

The Government settling down, decided on
the 25th August, 1871, to 1ssue 3 new stamps,
15¢., 25C., and gsoc, The latter stamp was
never printed. The other two 15c. bistre and
z5c. blue were issued on the 1st September,
1871 and the plates of the 1849 issue were again
used the 25¢. remained the same colour and
the 15¢c. was altered from green to bistre.

Both these stampc are found téte-béche.

In December, 1871, the remainders of the
1867 issue 1oc. bistre were surcharged with the
figure 10 in blue, as the Post Office Department
were afraid of running short of 5c. of which 2
were required to prepay postage on the new
year visiting cards and to distinguish them
more easily from the 1gc. bistre of the new
issue, Three millions were surcharged, but
none were ever used. Although used speci-
mens exist they must have been obliterated by
favour.

1872-—73.

This issue is composed of 2 types. Type L
for the small values is similar to the issue of
January, 1863, with the exception of Repub.
Franc replaces Empire Francais and the
head of Liberty replaces that of the Emperor.
Type IL. for the higher values is similar to the
1871 issue.

The 2c. hrown was issued 1o May, 1872,

5¢. green was issued June, 1872 .

4¢. grey was-issued Julv, 1872,

8oc. ruse was issued Seprember, 1872,
3oc. brown was issued October, 1872.

1c. bronze green on the roth December, 1872.

On the 15th January, 1873, the 1oc. bistre on
rose was issued printed from the 1839 plates
and therefore has the small numerals of value.
In June, 1873 the 15c. bistre with large nume-
rals came out and in March, 1875, the r10cC.
brown on rose. In this issue there is an crror
caused by one die of the 15¢. being inserted
in the roc. plate, and therefore printed in the
colour of the latter.

There i1s only one téte-béche, and that is
found on the plate of 10c. bistre on rose, small
figures, issued in January, 1873. The 4c. grey
does not seem to have existed téte-béche, but
has been forged.

®iscoveries.

FRANCE. 1853 and 1870-6 issues.

The 20 centimes blue of the 1853 issue has
been found with the error POSFES instead
of POSTIS.

The 25 centimes blue of the 1870-6 issue with
the error REPUB RANC, i.e., the F left out
cntirely and PEBLUC,, i.e., P for R.

From the Echo de la Timbirologie.
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Recrecs,

BELGIUM.
Alteration of the postal tariff: Letters:
i. Inland letters, which at present cost o
centimes for each 15 grammes will in future be
charged as follows:

up to 15 grammes 10 cents
from 15 to 50 grammes 20 cents
from 50 to 100 grammes 30 cents
from 100 to 200 grammes 40 cents
from 200 to 300 grammes 5O cents

and so on 10 centimes for each 100 grammes.

2. Post cards, journals, bookpost, patterns,
not prepaid will only be charged double postage
in future instead of quadruple as heretofore.

3. The Administration of the Post will insti-
tute a system by which the sender for a pay-
ment of 10 centimes will receive word that the
letter or parcel in question has been delivered
to the addressee.

From the Timhrophile Belge.

RU'SSIAN CHARITY ENVELOPES.

To provide funds for the Orphanages founded
by the Empress Maria, wife of Paul 1., the
Postal Authorities have allowed the issue of
special letter sheets measuring 213 x 300 mm.,
and impressed with a 7 kop stamp. We are
indebted ty Mr. F. Breitfuss, who has been
kind enough to send us this novelty.

The address side bears the following inscrip-
tions: At the top in red and underlined “This
formulary is sold everywhere tor 5 kopecs;”
underneath in large blue letters “Closed letter
with advertisements,” betwcen a pelican feed-
ing his young and the impressed stamp, at the
nottom “The net receipts go to the credit of
the orphanages founded by the Empress Maria.”
The rest of the address side as well as on half
of the three other pages are covered by adver-
tisements leaving the space of about 3 octavo
pages free for correspondence. From the
description it will be seen that only 5 kopecs
is charged, although the impressed value is 7
kopecs. On two sides small pummed strips
extend over the sheet, which are used to close
the letter. i

Up to the time of writing 10 series of such
letter sheets have been issued since the 12th of
November, each series differing in the adver-
tisements. The first 4 series have the ordinary
7 kopec adhesive stamp embossed the remain-
ing 6 the envelope stamp of the same value.
The change was necessitated by the use of the
stamps of the first 4 series as adhesive stamps.

Mero Leaves fo LCuf.

A.B.C. Catalogue. Third Edition, by Bright
and Son, Bournemouth. 781 pp- Price
2s. 0d. net.

The third edition of this uscful guide has
appeared and we must congratulate the pub-
lishers on the way in which they have executed

their work. Most of the countries seem to
have been revised by specialists and it speaks
well for the publishers, that they have accepted
the suggestions given them. The only fault
we have to find with the catalogue in general
is the great hurry which seems to have been
the cause of the bad impressions, the illustra-
tions and of missing or wrong letters.

Following the same plan as in the last edi-
tion the adhesive stamps are taken frst and
then in an appendix the envelopes, wrappers,
postcards, etc., both sections beginning with
Great Britain, which in the present issue are
fully illustrated under a special arrangement
with the Inland Revenue. After Great Briwin
the other countries follow in alphabetical order.
In Austria the types of the 1858 issue are illus-
trated, Belgium has been improved very much
so has Brazil, Denmark, kgypt, France, Hol-
land, Norway, Roumania, and Servia. Several
countries can he improved greatly 'such as
Havti, Venezeula, Fastern Roumelia, ctc. In
South Australia we should like to see besides
the letters of surcharge the names of the vari-
ous Departments added.

We can strongly recommend this catalogue
to all our readers, and ¢an assure them they
will find the red A.B.C. a valuable assistance
and friend.

PERFORATION GAUGE, by C. Hamilton-

Smith and Co.

A very neat perforation gauge has just been
issued by this firm. We have tried it person-
ally and can strongly recommend it to our
readers as handyv and exact. It might be an
improvement if the edges were gilt, as this
would still more strengthen the edges, which
are used most so as to prevent splituing.

@ Sfamp Weafers Reminiscences.

Written from Actual Experience or Reliable
Informmation.

By Runorrit C. BACH.
I. THE ROMANCE OF A 12 PENCE CANADA.

One cold night in November 1851, two men
were seatec in a small room in a building facing
the mighty St. Lawrence river. Montreal was a
small city then. The principal firms had their
offices and warehouses at the river {ront, in some
instances almost at the brink of the mud wall
which protected the city from floods in the spring
time, and this house was one of them. You could
throw a stone from its window with case into
what was then one of the deepest parts of the
river in that vicinity, for there was the wharf
where the Quebec boat mooied. The night our
story opens, the river was covered with a thin
sheet of ice. The men in the little room were
having a hot argument. On a small table stood
an iron box, a small affair, the lid of which was
open, showing it to be filled with documents of
various kinds. Besides this box lay a large pack-
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age with many seals, addressed and stamped. The
stamp on it was—the 12 pence black. This very
package was evidently the bone of contention be-
tween the two men. They were strangely con-
trasted. One, an elderly man with a firm resolute
look, his hair streaked with grey, and the othera
dissipated looking fellow of about 30 or so. It
was he who was walking angrily up and down,
while the other was standing by the table, his
hand resting on the package. * No Clement,” he
said, “ 1 cannot let you have any of this money.
It does not even belong to me. [ was entrusted by
Francois Rochette, of Quebec, to collect his
accounts here, which I have done. To-morrow,
the money will be mailed to him. No man shall
ever say that Charles Goodwin betrayed his
trust.” * But,” here broke in Clement, “ 1 must
have money ” and under his breath he added, * 1
will bave it too.” *You are always wanting
money Clement Hanson,” retorted Goodwin.
“ Ever since [ helped you up, you have been draw-
ing money out of me, and it has got to stop. When
your father, who was my best friend, died, his last
words to me were, ‘ Charles, take care of my boy.’
I promised him to do so, and have done so. I
gave you a position, gave you money whenever
you wanted it, and now, because I have no money
on hand, you demand me to rob those who trust
me” He had got excited while he spoke, and
without knowing it, had taken his hand from the
package on the table. Clement saw this, with a
sudden spring he reached the table, grabbed the
precious package. Quick as he was, however,
Goodwin was nearer to the door and reached it
first. He faced round and cried, * Thief, would
you make me a ruined man? I, who have done
so much for you ? give me back that package, or
I shall take it from you.” “ Ha,” laughed Han-
‘son, “ I have it now and I am going to keep it.”
Goodwin made a spring at him, grasping him by
the neck,and wrenched the package from him.
Struggling to and fro, they upset the lamp, which
fell to the floor with a crash, the burning oil
quickly setting fire to the wooden partitions.
Goodwin, seeing the place on fire, released his
hold on Hanson, and throwinyg the package into
the iron box, he slammed the cover, and grasping
itin bis arms, made for the window, Hanson,
who had reached the door, suddenly pulled outa
pistol, and levelling it, fired, and saw Goodwin
fall. Then he turned and fled down the stairs,
for the fire was spreading rapidly, muttering to
himself, * In the morning when they search the
ruins, the box will be uninjured and will pass into
my possession.” But Charles Goodwin was not
dead, although badlv wounded. With a super-
human effort he reached the window, and lifting
the precious box, put all his remaining strength
into a last effort and threw it far out of the window
into the river. It crashed through the thin ice
and immediately sank. In those days the fire
department was different from what it now is.
The company reaching the scene first received a
bonus from the insurance companies, con-
sequently there[was a great rivalry between the
various stations. The man who brought the alarm
to the station received a shilling. When the first

hose company arrived at the fire, the house was
almost destroyed, and all that could be done was
to save neighbouring property. Next morning,
the ruins were diligeatly searched by }Hanson and
others, but although Goodwin’s remains were
found, no trace of the iron box was discovered.
Goodwin’s death was put down to accident. Han-
son was killed soon after in a drunken brawl.
Now let us skip forty-one years. All this time
the iron box had lain on the bottom of the St.
Lawrence, covered with an ever-increasing layer
of mud. . In 1892 Dredge No. 4 of the Montreal
Harbour Commissioners, was dredging the chan-
nel opposite Jacques Cartier square. The depth
of the channel was being increased from 20 to 32
fect. Suddenly one of the men on the mud scow,
on to which the earth, etc, taken up by the dredge
was dumped, noticed a rusty iron box. Nobody
was looking, so securing 1t, he scowed it away
inside the locker where he kept his clothes. That
night he took it hoine, well wrapped up. There,
the box was opened, and on top lay the package
with a stamp on it, such as he had never seen
before. The man was honest, he was not going to
keep the money and papers if the heirs of the
rightful owner could be found after these many
years. He went to his lawyer, who after a long
search, found the heirs, In his gratitude at
recovering the papers, which really were valuable
title deeds, he presented the man with the pack-
age on which was this rare 12 pence,and with a
handsome cheque besides. Through his lawyer,
the man sold the 12 pence to a Montreal philate-
list, for &350, and it now rests as the gem
‘“ par excellence ” in a superb B.N.A. collection.
And its present owner has good reason to be
proud of it, for few stamps have such a history.
From the Montreal Philatelist,
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W. Matthews 9o, QOakficld-road, Finsbury Park,
London, N.

RESIGNATIONS.

The following resignations are notified with regret:—
No. 94, A. ]. bBinet, Jersey ; No. 99, W. R. Burrell,
Bury St. Edmunds ; No. 210, H. L’Esirange Ewen,
Upper Norwood ; No. 222, Dr. Le Cronier, Jersey.

LIBRARY.

The Hon. Librarian acknowledges with thanks
The Philatelic Record, Dec., from Messis. Buhl & Co.
The Stamp Collectors’ Journal, from Messrs. Nunn,
Any Donations to the Library gladly received and duly
acknowledged.

NOTICES.

The third meeting of the season took place at Essex
Hall, Essex-strest, Strand, on Wedesday evening,
December 14th,  Present, the President, Mr. H. R.
Oldfield (in the chair), and Messrs. C. T. Reed, H.

Thompson, Dr. Marx, and the Hon. See. Dr. Marx
having read his paper on Linguistic Studies in connection
with stamps which was listened 1o with much interest
by those present, a short discussion followed, and the
meeting closed with a vote of thanks passed by the
President, who regretted there were not more members
present, and hoped there would be a better attendance
during the remainder of the season. The next meeting
takes place on Wednesday, January 18th, when Mr.
Forbes will give a displayand paper on Persia. Owing
to the earlier appearance of the Journal this month, the
list of members dropped for non-payment of dues is held
over 1o give those who have not paid, a last opportunity
of doing so. Members are reminded that subscrip ions
for 1899 are now due, and should be forwarded to the
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer as soon as possible The
Hon. Sec. wishesall the members a happy and prosper.
ous new year, and asks their cordial co-operation with
the committee in their endeavours to increase the useful-
ness and success of the I.I. U.
TIIOS. 1I. HINTON,

Ilon. Sec. and Treasurer,
§, Paultons Square, Int, Phil. Union.
Chelsea, London, S.W.

Januar® 4th, 1899.

MANCHESTER  PHILATELIC  SOCIETY.—The
fifth meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, on
Friday, November i18th the President in the
chair.

Mr. Wm. Bancroft and Mr. T. Battershy were
clected members of the Society, and the rest
of the evening was occupied with exhibition
arrangements and in sending away by post
a large number of copies of the prospectus.

At the sixth meeting on December 2nd, the
President took the chair and there was again a
good attendance of members,

Mr. Barratt and Mr. Buxton were appointed
to undertake the management of the annual
dinner which is fixed for January 6th, 1809.

Mr. Duerst then read a paper on the stamps
of Baden. He dealt fully with all the different
issues, gave all the numbers of stamps printed,
destroyed and sold to dealers. Under the lat-
ter heading he mentioned a very interesting
item, namely that the remainders of the early
issues sold to Senf in 1873 consisted of reprints
and that the postal authorities disavowed hav-
ing any knowledge of reprints having been
made. He dealt fully with the so-called green
error of the first issue. 'The lecture was illus-
trated by the complete collection of the lec-
turer, also by the collections of the President
and Mr. North.

G. FRED H. GIBSON, Hon. wec.
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EDINBURGH.

THE ScOTTISH PHILATELIC SOCIETY.—The
usual monthly meeting was held at 5, St. An-
drew Square, at 8 p.m. There were present:
Mr. Adam Smail, vice-president, in the chair,
and Messrs. Baxter, Kerr, Richardson, Hen-
derson, Hobbs, Fleming, Miller, and Fish.

On the motion of Mr. .Richardson, seconded
by Mr. Henderson, the minutes of the previous
meeting, having been read, were duly approved
of. The following were formally admitted
members of the Society : Doctors Alexis Thom-
son (Edinburgh) and Marcus Calder (Greenock)
Messrs. A. D. Oubridge (Newcastle-on-Tyne),
James Baxter (Edinburgh), and Signor G. L.
Arduin (Turin).

Circulars about the Manchester Exhibition
and the Centrfal Philatelic Club, London, were
distributed. Half an hour was allowed to mem-
bers for the interchange of duplicates,

There then took place a display of Postcards,
led off by Mr. Smail, and supplemented by
Messrs. Richardson and Henderson. Many
countries were shown, and there were many
British Colonials unused. Several photographs
were included in the display, illustrating Natal
surcharges, the 2d. P.O. Mauritius, etc. Al-
together the meeting was a highly interesting
one. Mr. Kerr consented to show his collec-
tion of British unused at next meeting, and
also to bring before the members his work on
postmarks as it has appeared recently in the
“Bazaar.”

WILLIAM FISH, M.A,
Hon. Secc. and Treasurer.
18 Montpelier Terrace.

SHEFFIELD PHILATELIC SOCIETY.—The fifth
general meeting of this Society, at which rhere
were fourteen members present, was held at
Bird's, Surrey Street, on 7th December last.
After the usual routine business had been gone
through, Mr. J. W. Slack, of Chesterfield, was
unanimously elected an associata. The
Librarian reported that Mr. Brown, of Salis.
bury, had presented to the library, a cony of
his work “The Stamps of the Straits Settle-
ments.” a cordial vote of thanks was passed to
Mr. Brown for his gift. The remainder of the
evening was devoted to an exhibition «f the
stamps of “The United States of America.”

The sixth general meeting of this Society
was held in the Club room on the z1st Dezem-
ber last, the attendance of members was much
below the average. The minutes of last meet-
ing having been read and confirmed, M: W,
Brown, of St. Thomas’ Square, Salisbury, was
balloted for and unanimously elected an associ-
ate. Mr. J. H. Chapman then read an origi-
nal and interesting paper entitled “Belgium
and its Stamps.” After a description of the
characteristics, manners and customs of the
people, he proceeded to deal in detail with the
various issues of stamps, illustrating his re-
marks by means of his collection, which he

had brought for the purpose; other members
also exhibited their collections, which contri-
buted to the spending of a pleasant and in-
structive evening.

HERTS PHILATELIC SOCIETY.—At a general
meeting held at Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet Street,
E.C. on January 3rd, a proof of the revised
rules was submitted and approved. It was re-
solved that a room for meeting be reserved at
Anderton’s for the remainder of the season.
The following were proposed and elected as
members: Rev. Dr. Chetwynd-Atkinson (life
member), F. R. Ginn, G. C. Ginn, and J. W.
Jones. At the termination of business, Mr. C.
Forbes gave a reading on Persian stamps, and
a display of his practically complete collection
of the stamps of that neglected country. A
hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr.
Forbes for his entertainment. Dr. Golodnoff
of Copenhagen, forwarded some rare English
plate numbers for inspection ; the Rev. Walter
Jenks brought his collection of Persians on
entires, and novelties were exhibited by Messrs.
Bradbury, Haynes, and others, the meeting
terminated at g9.30 p.m. H. A. Slade, Hon.
Sec. and Treasurer, Ingleside, St. Albans.

Care TowN PHILATELIC SociETy, Cape
Town, South Africa.—It is our pleasant duty
to record the formation of a new society de-
voted to Philately.

The first meeting of the Cape Town Phila-
telic Society was held at the Society’s Room,
Kamp's Parliamentary ‘Cafe, Cape Town, on
Monday the 12th December, 1898, when about
20 ladies and gentlemen were present, all of
whom have joined the Society, and in addition
letters have been received from several collec-
tors who intend to join.

The Committee consists as follows : —Messrs,
R. T. A. Innes, Royal Observatory, M. J. M.
Bellisyse, Reuters Agency, Mr. R. M. Light-
foot, South African Museum, Mr. G. Jackson,
Mrs. Cartwright, and Miss Warren. The Pre-
sident to be hereafter appointed. Mr. H. M.
Mumphris was elected Treasurer and Mr. B.
W. Bell, Defence Department, Secretary.

Rules were adopted and an exchange book
arranged for ; which will be in circulation early
in January. The subscription to the Society
being fixed at gs. per annum,

Succeeding meetings  will be held on the
second Monday in each month. The meeting
in January will be the occasion for a general
display of stamps and at future meetings seve-
ral members have arranged to give papers.

All communications should be addressed to
the Hon, Secretary, B. W. Bell, Defence De-
partment, Cape Town.

SUBURBAN EXCHANGE CLUB.—Owing to the
holidays, fewer sheets were received for the
December packets which contained 189 sheets
valued at £2,001 145, 2d. and were put into
circulation on December 28th. The sales on:
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August packets, just returned, are exception-
ally good. All July accounts have been duly
balanced. The members enrolled during the
past month include Miss D. Albiac (Brighton),
J. Cohen (Tangier), ¥. Phillips (Westgate), W.
Crothers (Guildford), Miss Poynter, (London),
and F. Boone (Newmarket). Non-contribu-
tors wishing to see packets are requested to
notify the secretary as no supplementary rounds
will be sent out in future. Applications for
membership should include references to avoid
delay and correspondence. It may be stated
that very common stamps and poor sepcimens
are in litle demand, but good varieties sell
well at reasonable prices.  Members are re-
quested to use club sheets (supplid on demand)
to ensure uniformity.  Secretary, H .A. Slade,
Ingleside, St. Albans.

Birmingbam Dbilatelic Exbibition.

December 7th to December gth, 1898.

List of Exhibitors and the chief Exhibits:—

W. Dorning Beckton (Manchester). The
collection of Greek stamps which was awarded
the silver medal of the L.P. Exhibition.

J. Bernichon (Paris). 1d. and 2d.
Office” Mauritius.

T. Buhl (London). Proofs and trial impres-
sions of English stamps.

M. P. Castle (Brighton). The unique collec-
tion of Saxony which includes the block of
4, ¥4ng in the colour of the 2g. with a grand
lot of the 3pf. of 1850 used and unused and
the whole 1851 issue by pages in mint condition.

E. A. Clark (Aberdeen).  British Guiana
1852-6 in singles pairs and strips. Newfound-
land orange vermilion. Labuan 6 in red on
16 blue. Barbados id. on g§s. B.E. Africa,
15 on 2 signed A.D.
Dum-Dum (Calcutta).
ing early postmarks.

G. A. Coombs (Bath).
triangular Capes.

E. Heginbottom (Rochdale). Barbados, Vir-
gin Jslands used complete, St .Vincent, §s.
star (used), %4d. on half 6d., 1d. on 6d., Lagos
1885, 2s. 6d. §s., 10s., all used, collections of
Gibraltar, Malta, Cyprus, Gambia.

R. Hollick (Birmingham}. African colonies
including a nice lot of “Post Paid” Mauritius
in all stages of the plate, Cape wood blocks
and many other rare stamps, sheets of Indian
Nouve States.

G. F. Jackson (Birmingham). The com-
plete and rare collection of Spanish stamps
which was awarded the silver medal of the
L.P. Exhibition.

G. Johmson (Birmingham). Hawaiian Is.,
1862-94, including errors of surcharge, recon-
structed sheets of English.

C. F. Larmour (Calcutta). Complete sheets
of India with margins urncut, including Y4a.,
1a., and za. of first issue,

H. Loveridge (Wolverhampton).

“Post

Post Office book show-

A fine collection of

. Great Britain.
Complete l

collection of Tasmania including reconstructed
sheets of plate 1, two of the first issue 4d.

H. F. Lowe (London). A fine collection of
Ceylon including 4d. and 8d. imperf on ori-
ginals, 2d. deep green CC., 25¢, and 32c., perf.
14 x 1214, also a grand collection of St. Helena
including the error of 1863, 6d. without sur-
charge.

G. Mackey (Birmingham), block of 12 1d.
Royal reprint.  Block of 11 L.C. imperf. ;
block of 84 Prince Consort essay; block of
84 2d. blue no lines.

J A, Margoschis (Birmingham). An artisti-
cally arranged frame of colonials mostly unused
rot including 4d. and 8d. imperf Ceylon used.

W. Pimm (Birmingham). Fine collections
of Canada, St. Lucia, St. Christopher and To-
bago, used and unused.

J. E. Sparrow (Aberystwyth). A fine dis-
play of triangular Capes of all values in mint
condition, in large blocks as well as in singles,
pairs, etc.

Major Stockdale (Plvmouth). A very good
couection of French and French Colonies.

C. F. Tanner (Birmingham). A good lot
of unused colonials and U.S.A., the Ceylons,
Victoria, St. Lucia, St. Vincent were especi-
ally good.

Ars. Tebay (London). A good collection of
Uganda.

Miss J. Weston (Bournemouth). St, Vin-
cent nearly complete making up a very nice
collection.

F. E. Wilson (Birmingham) good collections
of Austria and Belgium.

W. T, Wilson {(Birmingham). One case of
stamps on original covers and two cases of rare
stamps including fine copies used and unused
of the foliowing : N.S.W. “Sydneys” all values;
British Guiana, early issues; British Honduras
ditto; Buenos Aires, India, provisionals; Brit-
ish Col. and Van. Is., Canada pence issues,
Nova Scotia, 4, 1s. and a good number of other
values, New Brunswick 3 1s. ; Nevis, West Aus-
tralia, etc.

On the Thursday and Friday during the exhi-
bition Mr, H. W. Plumridge held a very suc-
cessful auction sale at the Grand Hotel. "Many
of the prices obtained were very satisfactory
and only some half dozen, out of the 500 lots
were unsold.

BY S.

C. SKIPTON.
BRITISII EMPIRE.
The }4d. wrapper has been in use for

some little time without the instruction.
W. 4d. brown on buff, no instruction.
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British Guiana. A new Registered Envelope has been
issued with flap in the latest position closing on
the front and with inscription on the back giving
the fees which are payable if a Return Receipt
is required.

R.E. 4c. vermilion, size G,

Canada. The 8c. and 10¢. with figures of value have
been issued.

The special stamp for the Imperial Penny
Post has been issued. The shape is oblong and
the design consists of a map of the world with
the British Empire coloured red. The stamp
is inscribed * CANADA POSTAGE’ at top
the words being divided by a crown and below
the map ‘XMAS 1898,’ at the bottom of the
stamp is a line from a Canadian poet, ** WE
HOLD A VASTER EMPIRE THAN HAS
BEEN.’

2¢ black, grey, blue and red.

Ceylon. A new value 6¢c. will be required here for
the Imperial Penny Postage rate and will shortly
be issued, in the meanwhile 0 surcharges will
be made the rate being made up with two 3c.
stamps.

Gibraltar. Morocco. The Fortnightly notes having
seen a copy of the soc. with the surcharge in blue.

soc. violet, surch. blue,

India. Bundi. The Monthly Journal finds that the
sheets of the current stamps of all values con-
sist of 120 types. The 4a. has been again re-
drawn, the value is at the top as last edition,
b_uth the dagger pointsto the left instead of to the

right.

4a. pa?e green on white laid.

Dhkar. The value of the card mentioned in
November should be !}{a. not 4a. and there is
the corresponding reply card to chronicle.

P.C, { + {a. carmine on lilac and cream.

Duttia. The 1a. has been redrawn with a
larget figure of Ganesh in centre,andthe Post Card
with heading * DATIA’ exists on white laid with
the lines of inscription measuring 78 and g0
mm. instead of 74 and 92 mm.

1a. black on white laid.

1a. " 13 e  WOVE,
P.C. %a black on white laid, size 168 X 105 mm.
Gwalior. The M./ has seen a copy of the ¥a,

Post Card with surcharged top and botiom of
the stamp, but with Arms (in brown) in quite a
different type from the ordinary cards. The
snakes are better drawn and the sun larger. It
is possibly an essay.

Newfoundiand. The 2c. orange has been used up
and the 2¢. in carmine will be issued at once.

New Scuth Wales. The A7 /. has met with a
copy of the following :

Of, 3d. green, perf. 124, wmk. double lined 6, O.S, in black.

New Zealand. The 1d. card is on buff instead of
white, and the Letter Card has the perforations
rounded at the lower corners instead of extending
to the edge.

P.C. 1d. blue on buff.
L.C. 14d. mauve on greenish,

Queensland. The first supply of the picture cards
is said to have run out and a fresh supply has
been prepared with it is said 17 fresh views,

We have received a copy of the new }4d.
The head is in a circle, value in all four corners,
and inscriptions at sides,  QUEENSLAND’
at left, * HALFPENNY ’ at right.
4d green.

Straits Settlements. Peraé. The goc. instead of
being lilac and black is now :—

soc, green and black.

OTHER COUNTRIES.

Argentine. It is said that the Reply Cards of 1892 2c.
and 3c. have been surcharged * HABILITADO'
—4'—*CENTAVOS.” Also that the current
stamps have been perforated with the letters
¢ C yT.? for use as Postage Due Stamps.

Austria. The following are additions to the list of
Cards that we gave in the July Chronicle :—

P.C, * Correspondenz-Karte ' s1mm. long.

k., I ipti ilyr, Ital.), (Deutsch—Poln —
2k. Inscriptions (Illys), ( Ruth.), (Rum ), (Ruth.)

242k, » (Bohm.}, (Ital), (Deutsch—Ilir.—
Ital), (Deutsch — Poln, — Ruth.).
(Ruth), (Slov.)

' Correspondenz—Karte * yomm. long,
2+2k. Inscriptions (Deutsch—Rum).
L.C. with German heading 28mm. long
3k. inscriptions (Deutsch—Ital.—Tilyr.)
sk. . (Deutsch —Ital.), (Deutsch —Rum),
Brazil. —In addition to the 200 on toor. violet News-
paper stamp mentioned last month, the following

have by thistime been surcharged in a simiiar

manner.

100 in black on sor. orange.
300 " 200r, black,
1000 in green on 500r, orange.
1000 " TJOOT. o

2003 "

1000r. 5,
200 in black on 1007 mauve (1890).
The 7. gives the first two as follows :—

100 in violet on sor. orange.

3oo 1} 200F, ”»

My. A. Bruck sends us the 200 on I0Or.,
1890, and the 1c0 in wio/el on 5Or. orange.

The Collectionmenr says that the remainder of
the Postage Adhesives of 18go are also to be
surcharged sor. on 20r., 100r. on 50r., 500f. on
200r , 700r. on 300r., 100Or. on 500r. ant on
yoor., and 2o00r. on 1000r. There are no re-
mainders of the 1o0r, . .

China. The §$. on 3c. (Fiscal) mentioned in Novem-
ber is also reported to exist with the surcharge
inverted.

Colombia. [Die Post notes a new issue here of the 1c.
stamp with arms in a circle, * CORREOS’ on
a scroll above and ¢REPUBLICA DE
COLOMBIA in a curve below the circle. = At
bottom centre is the figure of value in a circle
with value in words on either side.

1c. red on yellow, perf. 13. .

Panama. The A4 J.P. has received the 10c,
surcharged with a circle containing a large letter
*R? and the name * COLOuW’ below for use on
Registered Letters.
10¢. yellow, surch. in violet,

We copy the following from the ALJ. :—
“As we go to press we have received some
¢curious stamps which purport to have been
¢ issued for this island. One issue is already
¢ obsolete, a second is at the point of becoming
*so, and a third is promised to celebrate the
¢arrival of Prince George. The first type con-
‘sists of inscriptions in four lines in Greek,
¢ which have been translated as ¢ Tempory —Post
+ Ofi, —of Eracleon—paras 20.” The letterin,
*being on white on a more or less solid groun
‘of colour and the stamps imperforate. The
¢ second has the value in two lines in centre,
¢surrounded by a circular band, bearing the first
¢three lines of the inscription of the first issue,
*the whole being enclosed in a square frame of
¢ Greek pattern, with fancy ornaments in the
‘spandrels. This is on bluish white paper,
¢ perf. 11%.°
2c paras mauve, imperf.

10 ,, blue, perf, 114,

20 ,4 green ”»

R.
Crete.
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Ecuador. The goc. fiscal having heen surcharged
¢ CORREOS--5 CENTS —~OFICIAL’ in green
and also in black has now been surcharged in
red.

Of. sc. in red on soc. violet.

Guatemala. The upright rectangular shaped fiscal
stamps hive again been called into requisition
for surcharging, the foliowing having appeared.

1c, in red on roc. blue-green
2Ce 1 5C. mauve,

2C. 4 1oc. blue-green.
2¢. in black on z5¢. red

2¢. in red on soc deep l;lue.

6c. ! oni1peso
A, ! onspesos 7
6c. 7 ontopesos P

It is said that there is 2 10c. orange and a goc.
red to complete the new set. The colours of
the Postage Due Stamps should be as follows,
and not as mentioned in November.

P.D. 2c. blue-black.
s¢. brown-red.
10C, orange.
soc. grey. . .

There are also the following Cards with the
portrait of the President at right and Arms at
left upper corner.

P.C. rc. hlue on white.
1 4 1c, 4 On grey.
2C. Orange on rose.
2 4 2c. 4 on pale lilac.
3C. green on cream.
3+ 3¢. 1 onmauve.
Honduras. Of the locomotive type there are two
more values to mention.
soc. orange red.
1p. blue-green. .

The A4./. P. mentions some more values of the
type with Arms in centre, in addition to the
two we mentioned in November.

rc. yellow.

Haiti.

ac.’'yellow-grey.
5C. {lack on yellow.
se, red.

r
10c. black on grey.

10c¢. black-brown,
Mexico. Mr. Chapman has sent us a complete set of

current issue (except 5p.) on the no watermark
paper.

4C. ounge.
oc. pink.
12¢. olive-brown,
20c, rose-red.
0C. Mauve.,
1p. brown.

10p. blue. . .
Norway. The following novelties are taken from the
7. P. The Letter Cards are inscribed * Kortbrev,
and an inscription on the flap, and the, Post
Cards have the words Paa denna — . . ete.
in larger letters and are without the word ‘T
0. green on white,

P.C 6 "
10 & carmine . .
5 0. green on white, size 139 X go mm,

LC s¢
Peru. I\tfi)ci.src;.m‘:’l\;‘ielliar;s and Co. inform is of the
following new issues._ . )

The Cards have instructions ?nd lines for
address in black with a head in circle embossed

without colour in right upper comner. In colour
above the head is *1899,’ and below value in
words, and in lower left corner a view. Of these
views there are, we are informed, 40 varieties in
all. The date ¢ 1899’ is larger on the 1c. Card
than on the other values.

P.D. s8. light green,
108. lilac.

W. 1c. gre

en. X
P.C. 1c. black and violet on white.
red on greyish white.

Tey on white. N
%mv“ on greyish white

oC. "

;’ ”
4C. "

Portugal. The 15r. and the 25r. both of Portugal and
of Angra, Funchal, Horta, and P, Delgada are
to be changed in colour to

157, black and green.

251, ”" red.
_ Macao. A reply Card similar to that of 1894
is reported by the 7, B./. with the stamp of 1or.
(efhgy) surcharged ¢ 2 avos.’

P.C. 2-+3a, in black on 10r. green. inscript. hlue.

St. Thomas and Prince The 251, of 1887
is chronicled in the M./, with surcharge ‘214 RS.’
in green

2k, in green on 25r, mauve,

Spain. Fernando Ps. The 15c. on 1oc, with
* HABILITADO' has the surcharge in bine not
black as mentioned in the small type last month.

The M. /. has reeeived a copy of the 10c. lake
of 1875 surcharged in oval s0c. blue and post-
marked ‘ Jun. 95°. Also the same surcharge in
mauve on a letter with a postmark over it in the
same coloured ink.

soc. in blue on 10c. lake.

Philippines. The T.P, reports a Fiscal in-
scribed * Recibos y Cuentas’ used postally and
postmarked - Comunicaciones—29 Feb., 92—
Iloilo” in blue.

F.P. 1oc¢. rose,

FPorto Rico. The following are chronicled

with surcharge ¢ Habilitado—Para—1898 y 99.” |
sc. light-green, 1851, carmine surch.

orange, " ”"
3C- brown, 1898, "

The Metropolitan Philatelist chronicles and
illustrates a provisional issue, type set in 10 varie-
ties, value gc., of the town of Coamo, The
authenticity seems to be doubtful however.

Ugited States. The 15c. has appeared in olive and
the Reply Card of has been reduced in size and
and has had the frame removed.

15, olive. .
P.C. 1 + 1c. black on cream, size 140 X 83 mm,

ERRORS AND MINOR VARIETIES.

Gold Coast. The A./. chronicles on part of original
cover a 6d. orange, perf. 14, used together with
half of a similar stamp to make up 9d. at
Appam on’Christmas Day in a year of which
only a figure ‘8’ can be seen.

Argentine. The 1c. brown wrapper has been seen
with a double impression of the stamp.

Belgium. The 7. /7. has seen a copy of the 5c. green
of 1869 imperforate. The copy is postmarked
¢ Namur 30 mai 1886.

Guatemala. Of the lately issued surcharges the fol.
lowing errors exist, and also the A4./.P. notes
an error of one of the 18856 issue.

1886, 150¢. black on vermilion, surch,, inverted.

10¢, on 2oc, green double surch,
10C. ON 20C. 1 "

1¢. fiscal with surch. on back.

Luxemburg. The 4./.P. note & copyof the 10c, of
the second issue with watermark ¢ W' of the
first issue. The colour is grey-blue, not the
same as any of the regular copies of the second

issue.

dor. A copy of the z4c..1897 issue is known
Salva with the Official surcharge inverted.

one on back.



14

PRILATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRiTaIn.

Jan. 10, 4899

TS
l'l|,lll!|‘,1‘lfl ullﬂmnﬁ !

The following have held sales since last report :—
Messts. PUTTICK & SiMpsoN, Dec. 13th and 14th.
+s BUHL & Co., 6oth sale, Dec. 15th and 16th.
ss CHevVLEY & Co., 138th sale, Dec. 17th.
Mr. HabLow, 139th sale, Dec. 1gth,
Messrs. BuHL & Co., 615t sale, Jan. 4th.
s»  VENTOM, BuLL & CoOPER, 120th sale, Jan.
5th and 6th,
We give the prices of some of the best lots at Messts.
Buhl’s sale of Mr. Pearce’s Transvaal collection,

.30 Printing, April 4, 1870, on crisp wove, £ s. d.

6d. ullramanne, téte-béche

pair* .. .. 5§ 0 o
42 Printing, Apnl ’70, thick paper, 1/

green, téte-béche pair,used ... 7 0 o
166 1875-7, thick hard paper, 6d. blue, téte-

béche pair, used ves 4 8 o
174 »  soft porous paper, 1/- yellow

green, imperf., pair®... 9 0 o
186 V.R TRANSVAAL 3d., red surch

wide apart... ... .. 1210 O
188 V.R. TRANSVAAL 3d. double surch.

in red and in black ... . 1910 ©

199

200

201
232

233
239
240

257

265
276
277
294
304
306
325
347
389
403

V.R.

V.R.

V.R.
V.R.

V.R.
V.R.
V.R.
V.R.

V.R.
V.R.
V.R.

TRANSVAAL, on hard sur-
faced paper, 1d., imperf., strip
of 3, with I slamp wide apart

TRANSVAAL, ditto used, wide

roulette

TRANSVAAL, ld., sheet of 40

TRANSVAAL, black surch., 6d.
blue, wide apart

TRANSVAAL,
surch. mverted .

TRANSVAAL, /- red surch
strip of 3, one wide apart® ...

TRANSVAAL, 1/- black surch.,

air ditto* .,

TRANSVAAL, 1/- black surch
pair téte- beche, wide roul. one
side, other sides imperf.* ...

TRANSVAAL, 6d. blue on
rose, imperf., no surch , used

Transvaal, 1d., imperf. error
Transvral®

Transvaal, ditto, damaged used

ditto, but

’” 3d., surch. inverted
» 6d. blue on green, two
stops between V & R*

. 6d. blue on green,
surch. inverted ...

” 6d. blue on blue, fine

roul,, no surch.

VR Transvaal, 1d. blue on blue. im-

VR (small), 1d.

perf., surch. inverted
red on yellow, wide

roul.* e
" 3d. lilac on biue, sheet of
40 with 4 stamps,

I3

15
15

10

15

12

small Tto Transvaal® 15§ o
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PBifatefy in the States,

The Metropoliten Philatelist.—New York.

PUERTO RICO.

An new provisional has been discovered. The
late war in Puerto Rico is also responsible for
this freak.

The stamp is type-set and has the inscription—
“CORREOS—5 CTS.—COAMO?” in three lines
enclosed in a single line frame. The stamps are
printed in sheets of ten in two rows of five all
being different. The stamps are printed in black
and an additional surcharge in red most likely
applied with a rubber stamp bearing the name of
the Mayor. R. Santiago is put on to make them
appear more real. 500 only are stated to have
been printed and 144 used.

The following is a translation of the official
letter said to have been issued :—

During the Spanish American War the different
towns in the island, which were occupied by the
American army (and among these the town of
Coamo) were shut off from postal communication
with those occupied by the Spanish forces, and
likewise with others occupied by the American
troops. The service was therefore temporarily
interrupted.

Some time after the city council was authorized
to organize this postal service and to chargea
postage of 2 to 5c. for each letter delivered to the
postal service.

“ At the same time the magistrate determined
to issue on this occasion a special stamp of the
value of 5§ centavos each.

“ This stamp was mm use from August 13 until
about the 4th of September of this year, when the
Post Office received instruction from the Military
Postal Station at Ponce to use the regular Ameni-
can postage stamps in paying the postage for
letters sent from there.

Seal of the Alcadia,
Municipal de Coamo.
Secretario del Ayuntfamiento,
M. MARGUEZ,

The Postal Card Bulletin.—Springfield, Mass.

From time to time we read in the philatelic
press certain more or less interesting news about
the so called “ Hair Trunk ¥ which was found,

Coamo, Oct. 20, 1898.

stored away and forgotten, in the garret of some
old homestead.

Upon examination of its contents some old
stamps were brought to light, the finder minutely
describes the different varieties and is envied by
the less fortunate reader of the article,

But, I do not recall ever having read of a postal
card * find,” especially not of such cards which
were unknown to us, or have, at least to my
knowledge, never been catalogued. Such a * find”
has been made by a collector in British India and
as [ have acquired possession of the same by
purchase, and, having classified the cards as to
years of issue and varieties I am enabled to lay
the details of this discovery before my fellow
collectors.

My correspondent was unable to obtain official
data as to the various issues, but as the cards are
allin a used condition 1 experienced no trouble
in fixing the years given in the list below from
the dates of the communications on the cards.—
Adolph Loluneyer,

INDIA SERVICE CARDS,

A. White Card, size 75 x r13mm. with “ POST
CARD"” between two lines in red running
diagonally across the Card, franked with %
anna blue adhesive, surcharged *‘ Service.”

No. 1. (1874) “On Her Majesty's Service” in
Gothic type, and underscored, 48mum. in black
at top to right. “POST CARD " 6rmm.

No 2. (1877) Same as No. 1. Head line not
underscored.

No. 3. (1877) “ On Her Majesty’s Service Only”
s8mm. below this in italics *“ Stamped”
“POST CARD?” s2mm.

B. Same general type as “ A” but franked with
14 anna blue adhesive, surcharged *On
H.M.S.» )

No. 4. (1878) Same as No. 3, except stamp.

No. 5. (1878) “ On Her Majesty's Service ” 48 mm.
below, but in uppercentre in italics *“ Stamped ”
“ POST CARD ” 60 mm.

No. 6. (1878) Same inscriptionsin two lines at top
to left, * POST CARD?® 6o mm.

C. The Y anna Card of 1871 (Scotts 6o1) sur-
charged in black * Service ” over stamp, and
under the regular inscription to the left ** On
Her Majesty's Service " in gothic type, black,
underscored 49 mm.
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No. 7, 1880, % anna brown and black.

This last card was in use only a few
months, having been superseded the same year
by the * Quarter Anna Post Card” (Scotts 703),
the earliest service card catalogued so far.

Bamaiian Eards,

With the annexation of the Hawaiian islands
will of course come the placing of their postal
issues on the obsolete list and to United States
specialists there will be an added desire to seeure
the stamps etc., of thisnew possession ere they
become too expensive.

From the valuable monograph on the ‘ Postal
issues ,of Hawaii,” prepared by Brewster C.
Kenyon, I have thought it worth while to compile
the following list of the postal cards of the country,
which, while only thirteen in number, are among
the prettiest that we have and are at the present
date by no means scarce. Indeed the complete
collection can be secured for $1.50 or thereabouts.

The first issue appeared in 1882, the exact date
not being known, and consisted of three single
‘cards and two reply paids. They were the work
of the American Bank Note Co. and were each of
a different design. They measured outside the
frame 130x72mMm. ) '

The upper central portion was occupied by the
word “ Hawaii”? in letters about 14mm., in keight,
with a scroll across it inscribed “ Peba poo leta”
on the other two denominations. Below this was
* Ma keia aoao wale no kainoa” on the one cent
and ‘¢ Address on this side only ” on the others,
in the frame at the top was “ Kalakaua. R. 1881,”
and at the bottom the imprint of the American
Bank Note Co. The stamp differs on each value,
On the one cent is a portrait of Queen Liliuoka-
lami.

The two cent card bears a stamp with a picture
of Diamond Head, a picturesque promontory on
the island of Cahu, and one of the bulwarks of
Honolulu harbour.

The three cent value has a torch and Pouloupou.
The latter is one of the royal emblems of the
sovereignty.

1 cent., deep orange on buff,

I x I cent., violet on buff.

2 y» black on white.

2x2 , deepblueon white.

3 » green on white.

In 1892 changes were made in the colours of
three of the above as follows :—

I cent vermilion on orange.

1 x I cent purple on orange.

2x2 , paleblue on white.

The post office officials can find no records of
the quantities of cards received from 1882 to 1892
except the two last shipments which consisted of
25,000 one cent cards on Dec. 4, 1891 and 10,000
two cent on February 17, 1892,

In 1893 with the overthrow of the monarchy
three of the cards were surcharged over the stamp
# Provisional Government—1893” n two lines, in
black on the one cent value, and red on the two
and three cents.

The date of issue of the cards was August 28,
1893. The quantities surcharged are indicated
after each.

I cent vermilion on orange. (28,760)
2 ,, black on white. (10,000)
» green on white. (8,574)

3

On the 26th of April 1894 two new cards were
issued, quite similar in design to the first emission
with the exception of the omission of the upper
inscription in the frame and substitution of new
stamps. On the one cent stamp is a picture of
Iolani Hall, the government building, formerly
the reyal palace. It will in all probability be the
seat of the territorial government to be established
in the 1slands by the United States government.

On the two cent is depicted a chart of the
Pacific ocean showing the various trade routes to
the islands.

1 cent vermilion on orange.

2 , green on white,
On the 27th of March 1894, by order of
the Hawalian government, and in the

presence of the representatives of that govern-
ment, the American Bank Note Co. cancelled and
destroyed the following dies and plates of
Hawaiian cards in connection with those of
numerous stamps and envelopes.

1 die 1 cent postal card.

Iy 2 4 ”» ”

I ” 3 » ” 9
1 plate 1 cent postal card.

I w2 5 »” ”
I 5% 3 » ”» 19
Each of the above plates contained six cards.

A joint resolution of the legislature approved
May 27, 1896, authorized the destruction, after
December 31, of that year of all obsolete postage
stamps, envelopes and postal cards, but as in the
inventory on that date no mention is made of
postal cards. it is presumed that all were disposed
of before that time. [t seems probable that a
similar destruction of the plates and dies of the
current cards wauld be in order as soon as they
are formally supplanted by those of the United
States,

From the Postal Card Bulletin.

Poifatefp on the Confinent,

L' Echo de la Timbrologie.—Amiens.
FRANCE.

In the above named journal there is in the No-
vember number a very interesting article on the
8o centimes stamp of France 1853—1860 issue by
F. Marconnet,the well-known authority on French
stamps. From it we take the following for our
readers, The stamp in question is the 8o cen-
times Empire not laureated and imperforate, and
it is generally admitted that 2 issues exist :—

1. The one of October, 1854 in carmine.

2, » p 1800 In rose.
and when the principal shades such as pale,
medium, and dark are added, most collectors rest
satisfied and think they possess all the varieties.

The writer then says that this list is a little too
rudimentary, and that he will try to give to
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collectors a key as to how he has found more than
30 varieties of shades and papers.

The decree of 20—25 May, 1854, reduced the
rate of postage on letters. The I franc carmine
was not necessary, it was therefore suppressed and
replaced by the 8o centimes printed 1n the same
colour. It is therefore nearly certain that the first
issue of the new value in carmine was printed on
yellowish paper in dark carmine. This printing
can be easily recognised. At first sight this stamp
looks like the 1 frc. carmine, and only the inscrip-
tion will show, which itis. This shadeis not found
on any of the other printings, all the other car-
mines resembles much more the reprints of the
1 fic. of 1862 Empire.

So far we have, therefore, two principal shades
of carmine :

dark carmine
carmine.

In the dark carmine three graduations can be
found :

very dark carmine, very deep colour

dark carmine

brownish carmine (of the colour of the 1
fr. 1849.

The ordinary carmine exists also in three shades
more or less dark.

The paper is always lightly yellowish.

Little by little the paper as well as the colour
gets lighter. The carmine becomes paler and
the paper passes from yellowish to white. We have
therefore three sub-divisions on two kinds of
paper:
pale carmine (twoshades)

, rOSe carmine

» red ”»,

» fose carmine }on white paper

» red _ )

Nobody need think that it is difficult to dis-
tinguish these three shades. Everyone can easily
find out the different shades, the only error a
collector can make is to distinguish between the
rose and the rose carmine. Even this will not be
lasting, because the paper of the 80 cent. rose is
rose on azure, and yellowish or white in the 8o
cent. carmine.

At a date which cannot be fixed exactly when
carmine was entirely replaced by red and we find
a shade which is very rare and has not yet been
mentioned, namely the rose-vermilion.  This
shade is very difficult to define. Compared with
carmine and rose carmine it shows much more red
and gives the impression of vermilion, although
much more carmine than the 40 cent. red ver-
milion of the Bordeaux issue. We have tfound
about twenty copies from amongst 4,000. Three
shades can be found, but they are very minute.

At Jast we must add two unique varieties, in
{act we have only found a single copy.

Carmine on deep yellowish-brown paper.
Lilac carmine or claret on yellowish paper.

This last shade, which certainly is not due to
artificial colouring proves undoubtedly the
admixture of blue in the carmine colour, whether
this addition was intended or not is not known,
but it was present.

}on yellowish paper

All these varieties are printed on medium thick
paper. We have found paper which was more
or less thick, but bardly sufficient to classify in
the rose shade, although in the carmine shade we
have found specimens on very thin paper nearly
pelure.

Pale carmine
Carmine } on pelure paper.

To make our meaning quite clear we will give
a full list of all the different shades of paper and
colour, which we have described,
a very dark carmine
Dark carmine{b dark carmine
¢ brown carmine
shade 1
Carmine o 2

] yellowish paper.

b

2

3

Pale Carmine shades 1 and 2 »”

Pale rose carmine s 1 4 2
LRI 1] »n ” I 2
v red ) s 1 o4 2
- . 9 I 4 2 white paper.

Vermilion carmine ,, 1 ,, 3 yellowish paper.

Carmine on very deep yellowish brown paper.

Lilac carmine or claret on yellowish paper.

Pale carmine

Carmine

The study of the 1860 issue is less complicated

Variations can be found in

1 The colour of the paper.

2. ” . impression.
3 »» thickness of the paper.

The paper is rose tinted, or azure, the colour
of the impression varies from very pale to very
dark, and the paper is ordinary or very thin not
}o say pelure. The following varieties exist there-
ore :

Very pale rose
Pale dull rose
Lilac rose
Rose

Dark rose
Very dark rose

of every one of the foregoing colours two shades
at least can be collected.

"

19 ”

white paper,
yellowish paper.

}on pelure or very thin paper,

on rose tinted paper.

Pale rose

Red rose

Lilac rose

Dark violet rose
Dark rose

on azure paper.

It is absolutely impossible to give any dates as
to the issue of any of the shades of carmine or
rose, and a chronological list is out of the question.
We have to be satistied with the two dates given,
1854-1860 for the carmine, 1860 and 1862 for the
rose shade.

Le Courrier des’ Timbres- Poste.—St. Etienne.

HAYTL
Following our list of varieties in our last num-

i ber, we find an additional list regarding the 18g96-

1897 issue of Hayti, which we ygive in full,

In all values the ten stamps of the third and of
the eighth row have a small dot after the word
CENT,
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1 cent. Inthe 21st stamp of each sheet the left
stroke of the U of Republigue is longer
than the other and is pointed.

In the 32nd stamp the I of Republigue
touches the line of the scroll.

In the 63rd stamp the letters P and U
of the same word are united by a dash.

In the g7th stamp the T of Fa:ls resem-
bles a cross.

In the 100th stamp the R of Republique
is united with the line of the scroll by a
dash,

In the goth stamp the foot of the I of
Republigue is prolongued to the line below.
20 cent. Inthez23rd and 67th stamps the T of

CENT resembles a cross.

In the 33rd stamp the lower part of B of
Republigue is prolongued.

In the 41st stamp the foot of the R of
Republigue is prolongued.

In the 49th stamp the left stroke of the
U of the same word is larger.

In the 74th stamp the P of Republigue
h_a(xis a dash at the top on the left hand
side.

In the 7oth stamp the U of the same
word is pointed instead of curved.

2 cent.

5 cent.

In the 8oth stamp the same letter has
been retouched.
There are also some differences in the size of
the figures. :

Nordisk Filatelist Tiddsskrift.—Copenhagen.
DENMARK. ,
From the above journal we take the following
figures which will be of use to our Danish
specialists.
They are the official figures of the stamps
printed in 1896—1897.

3 oere 570,000
4 39,462,400
5 1w 2,699a8°°
8 » 33,254,700
16, 4:645)500
12, 1,251,
6, 1,479,800
20 2,816,800
25 » 56,700
50 5 107,100
oo 67,770
3 , service 8,100
4 5 » 91,000
8 4 ” 67,400

32 » 3)600

I



\

The Official Qrgan of the International pPbilatelic Wnion
and tbe Scottisb Pbilatelic Society.

FEBRUARY 10, 1899.

[PRICE 3p.] No. g8,

AN
rUnivng

%% :‘.:.v

7

SN

EpiTor : G. B. DUERST.

FEBRUARY :oth, 18g8.

All advertisers are requested to send their
ads. before the 1st of each month, as this Jour-
nal will in future appear on the ioth instead of
the 1s5th.

For the same reason Secretaries of Philatelic
Societies are requested to forward their reports
to the Editor before the 3rd of each month.
This date will insure their being inserted in
that month's number.

The following are the numbers of provisional

stamps for Cuba printed up to the 3ist ot
December : —
2,000,000 I1c. de peso on Ic, green.
1,000,000 2¢. de peso on 2cC. rose.
3,000,000 2}45¢c. de peso on 2c. rose.
8,000,000 §c. de peso on s5c. blue.

800,000 ioc. de peso on 1oc. light brown.

The remainders of the stamps of Thessaly
have been sold to a speculator.

Pearson Hill, only son of Sir Rowland Hill,
has died 66 years of age.

l

Under date 3oth December a Dublin mer-
chant writes to the “Freeman’s Journal” that
on applying at the Secretary’s office of the
General Post Office in Dublin for information
about the new penny post to Canada, he was
told that they had no information on the sub-
ject but would write to  London to inquire.
This is pretty good for the chief Post Oftice
in Ireland, five days after the new rate had
come into operation.

Our own postal officials are sometimes hard
put to it to decipher eccentric addresses on
envelopes and packages, but when a town is in
the making, and has neither streets nor num-
bers—as in the case at Dawson City—it is not
a little difficult to address letters with precision.
This difficulty in the now busy Klondike town
is occasionally surmounted hy giving as close
a description as possibie of the abode of the
addressee. A report which has been just pre-
sented to the Canadian postal authorities con-
tains a number of addresses which the local
officials have had to ponder over. They in-
clude: “The cabin with the screen door,” *“I'he
slat house facing the river,” “The tent with
two stove-pipes,” and “The cabin three doors
south of where all the dogs are.”

The Editorship of the Philatelic Record has
passed into the hands of Mr. Theodore Buhl.
We hope, the late Editor, Mr. Edward ]J. Nan-
kiwell, our old and valued friend will not desert
Philately, and trust we shall read very often
articles from his facile and inimitable pen.

St. Louis boasts of a strect vendor hawking
stamps. His place is by the side of the foot-
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path, and he changes his stand as often as his
fiee will or perhaps the police desire.

An expert in Newfoundland stamps gives the
varieties of the 3c. slate and 1c. green of that
country, as follows:—

3c. slate, 18go.

3c. lilac-gray, 1894.

3c. lilac, 1896.

3¢, violet-brown, 1896.

1c. gray-green, 1887-88.

1c. green, 1888-94.

ic. yellow-green, 1894.

1c. pale yellow-green, re-issue, 1897.

The cost of the French postage stamps has
dropped from Fre. 1, 50 per 1,000 in 1851 to
26 centimes in 18g8.

Letters between France and her colonies are
charged only 15 centimes for 15 grammes since
January 1st.

The same rate is charged for letters from
France to Switzerland, Belgium and Spain, if
the distance between the place of posting and
delivery is not more than 30 kilometres.

“TO THE LOVELIEST LADY IN
MANCHESTER.”
An Awkward Problem.

The Manchester Postmaster is in a dilemma.
He has been set a task of peculiar difficulty and
delicacy. On January 1 a post-card was posted
at the Central Office, addressed—

“To the loveliest lady in Manchester.

N.B.—Desiring our respected postmaster to
define the exact address.”

On the back of the po:t-card the sender—pro-
hably after a sleepless night—has written the
following stupendous thought:—

THE SEASON’S REFLLECTIONS.

A kiss in honour

Delights the donor,

And, if the receiver

Should resent the deed,

She must simply return it,

To be quits in deed.
From an admirer of good old English customs.

Everyone knows that it is a tradition of the

Post-office that all letters shail be delivered if
there is any possibility of discovering for whom
they are intended. The Manchester Postmas-
ter 1s naturally a little doubtful as to the best
means of ascertaining the identity of the person
described as “the loveliest lady in Manchester.”

Really we consider it time for the Revue
Philatélique Belge to revise their proofs better.
We have received already the second instalinent
of their article on the stamps of Bremen headed
‘*Hamburg.”

The lion has tasted blood and is now insati-
able. Brazil has hardly issued its first provi-
sional, when we are threatened already with a
whole army of them.

Issued zoth October, 18¢S.

200 reis on 100 reis violet (1890 issue)
Issued 28th November, 18g8.

zoo reis on 100 reis lilac (18g1-3 issue).
Issued 13th December, 18g8.

100 reis on 5o reis violet (1890 issue).

3co reis on 200 reis violet (18go issue).
Issued 29th December, 1898.

2,000 reis on 1,000 reis yellow (188g issue).

2,000 reis ¢n 1,000 reis chocolate (18go issue).
Issued &th January, 1899.

500 reis on 300 reis carmine (18go issue).

1,000 reis on yoo reis blue (18go 1ssue),

The Rarest Sfamps,

We have heard a good deal about the best
hundred books, and must thank Mr. Flandrin,
for compiling a list of the best or rarest hundred
stamps. Although we do not in all instances agree
with the writer we find the list comprehensive
enough to print for our readers. All can ac-
cording to it pretty accurately fix the compara-
tive rarity of their treasures.

1, Mauritius, 1847, 2d. unusued or used.
2, Mauritius, 1847, 1d. unused or usecd.
3, British Guiana, 1856, 1 cent. black on red,
used.
4, Hawaii, 1851, 2 cents blue, used.
5, British Guiana, 1850, 2 cents black rose,
unused.
6, Tuscany, 1860, 3 lire vellow, unused.
7, Moldavia, 1858, 81 paras black on blue, used.
8, Ceylon, 1857, 4d. rose, unused.
9, Moldavia, 1858, 81 paras, black on blue,
unused.
10, Ceylon, 1857, 8d. brown, unused.
11, Hawaii, 1851, 5 cts. blue, used.
12, New Foundland, 1857, 1s5. orange, unused.
13, Tuscany, 1860, 3 lire yellow, used.
11, Hawaii, 1851, 13 cts., blue used.
15, Austria, 1851, Mercury, red, used.
16, Canada, 1831, 12d. black, unused.
17, Spain, 1854, 1 real 'blue, unused.
18, British Guiana, 1856, 4 cts., black on blue,
used.
19, Hawaii, 1852, 13 cts., blue, used.
20 Canada, 1851, 12d. black, used.
2t, Reunion, 1852, 15¢. black on bluish, unused.
22, Cape of Good Hope, 1861, 1d. blue (error),
used.
23, Reunion, 1852, joc. black on bluish, unused,
24, Cape of Good Hope, 1861, 4d. red (error),
used.
25, British Guiana, 1850, 4 cts., black on yellow,
used.
26, New Foundland, 1860, 1s. vermilion, un-
used.
27, Reunion, 1852, 15¢. black on bluish, used.
28, British Guiana, 1850, 8cts black on green,
used.
20, Reunion, 1852, 3oc. black on bluish, used.
30, Portugal, 1853, 100 reis lilac, unused.
31, Geneva, 1843, 5 x sc. black on green, un-
used.
32, New Foundiand, 1857, 1s. orange, used.
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33, Switzerland, 1850, 214 rappen, black and
red, unused.

34, New DBrunswick, 1851, 1s. violet, unused.

3%, Spain, 1851, 2 reales red, unused,

36, Austria, 1851, Mercury red, unused.

37, Brunswick, 18352, 1sgr. rose, unused.

38, Queensland, 1860, 2d. blue, unused.

39, Ceylon, 1857, gd. brown-violet, unused.

40, United States, 1873, 5 dollars green and
black (State), unused.

41, Ceylon, 1857, 2s5. blue, unused.

42, Great DBritain, 1878, £1 violet, unused.

43, Mauritius, 1859, 2d. blue, unused.

44, Natal, 1857, od. blue, unused.

15, Nova Scotia 1851, 15, violet, unused.

46, Moldavia, 1858, 27 paras black on rose, un-

used.

Zurich, 1843, 4 rappen, black (vertically

lined), unused.

48, New Foundland, 1860, ts. vermilion, used.

49, Uruguay, 1857, 180 cent. red (error) un-
used.

50, Alsace-Lorraine, 1870, sc. green (reversed
net), unused.

51, Antioquia, 1868, 1oc. lilac, unused.

52, Zurich, 1843, 4 rappen black (horizontally
lined), unused.

53, Austria, 1851, Mercury rose, unused.

54, Ceylon, 1857, 8d. brown, used.

55, Two Sicilies, 1860, % tornese blue (lrin-
acria), unused.

56, Spain, 1851, 2 reales red, used.

57, United States, 1873, %5 green and black
(State) used.

58, British Guiana, 1850, 4cts, black on yellow,
unused.

59, Peru, 1858, 14 peso, rose, unused.

6o, Moldavia, 1858, 27 paras Dblack on rose,
used.

61, Moldavia, 1858, 108 paras black on rose,
used or unused.

62, Geneva, 1843, 5 x sc. black on green, used.

63, France, 1871, 15c. bistre on rose (error) un-
used.

64, Ceylon, 1857, 4d., rose, used.

63, Antioquia, 1868, 1oc. lilac, used.

66, British Columbia, 1861, 24d. rose (imperf.),
used or unused.

67, Turks Island, 1873, 1s. violet, unused.

68, Nova Scotia, 1851, rs. violet, unused.

69, Buenos Ayres, 1858, 5 pesos yellow, unused.

70, Spain, 1852, 2 reales red, unused.

71, Spain, (Madrid), 3 cuartos bronze.

2, Natal, 1860, 3d. blue (perf.), used.

73, Switzerland, 1851, 10 rappen orange black
and red, unused.

74, South Australia, 1887, £zo lilac rose, unused.

75, Bavaria, 1870, 23 florin so grey (telegraph),
unused.

76, Buenos Ayres, 1838, 4 pesos red, unused.

.77, Vancouver, 1865, 5 cts. rose, unused.

78, British Guiana 1850, § cts., black on green,
unused.

79, Natal, 1860, 3d. blue (imperf.), unused.

80, British Guiana, 1856, 4 cts. black on carminz
used.

81, New Brunswick, 1851, 1s. violet, used.
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82, Zur's:h, 1843, 4 rappen black (vertical lines),
used.

83, Afghanistan, 1870, 1 rupee violet, used.

84, West Australia, 1855, 6d. bronze, unused.

8g, Cevlon, 1861, 8d. yellow-brown, unused.

86, Culombia, 1862, 20c. red, unused.

87, Antioquia, 1868, 214c. blue, unused.

88, United States, 1873, $10 black and green,
used and unused.

89, Britids'h Guiana, 1850, 12 cts. black on blue,
used.

90, New South Wales, 1851, 8d. orange, unused.

91, Prussia, 1856, 2 sgr, blue, unused.

92, Moldavia, 1858, 53 paras blue on green,
unused.

93, St. Vincent, 1870, 5s. carmine, used or
unused.

94, Sierra Leone, 1861, 6d. on violet (imperf),
used or unused.

95, Zurich, 1843, 4 rappen black (horizontal
lines), used.

96, Buenos Ayres, 1858, 5 pesos yellow, used.

97, Afghantstan, 1870, 1t rupee viS.et, unused.

98, l.abuan, 1860, 6¢c. on 16c. blue, unused.

00, Mauritius, 1859, 2d. blue, used.

100, Bergedorf, 1851, 14sch. violet, unused.

From the Aevue Postale.

ROUMANIA.
Lately some Roumanians of the 1866 issue
on thick paper, notably the zo parale black on
rose have heen submitted to us bf’ one of our

readers, which did not agree in all details with
the well-known 0 tvpes of this value.

At first glance the stamps appeared undoubt-
cdly grenuine, the colour of the paper was right,
the whole exccution puints to the fact that they
must have been produced by a photographic
transfer,

The beard, hair, cycbrows, and chin differ
only slightly from those in the originals, the
Greek borders at the sides are too heavy and
appear to be out of proportion to the rest of the
stamp.  The figures of value in the corners
are to broad, especially the O's, which makes
them look squat. The best way to recognise
the forgeries is by counting the pearls, in the

. originals each pearl is separate and distinct,

in the forgeries some of the pearls run together
and form an elliptic, which, of course, reduces
the number of separate pearls.

It seems to us that there exists a factory of
forgeries in Roumania at present. Great care
is therefore necessary.—The Editor.
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To be out of the fashion is to be

Fashion out of the world. Although this
and the  saving is usually associated with
Market. 3

matters of a purely mundane char-
acter, yet it is cqually as appli-
cuble to Philately. ‘To anyvne who has been
collecting for any long period it must be abun-

dantly clear that fashion is as strongly deve-
loped amongst us, as it is amongst the ladies
who shop in Regent Street or the Rue de Rivoli.

There are, too, those who in each sphere
occupy positions analogous to an outsider—the
leaders of fashion—whilst there are likewise
those who really occupy minor positions aspire
to more than they are capable of achieving.

In Philately there is a third and dangerous
class who from motives of greed attempt to
mould new fashions and boom then for all they are
worth.

The result of all this is that the two latter
classes each striking out a line for themselves
which they seek to satisfy everyone is really
the coming fashion, meet with success of a vary-
ing but always transitory kind.

What is the outcome of all this?

In each instance the appreciation in price
of the fashionable article for the time being.
Butis this all? To those who follow the second
and third classes we say unhesitatingly yes; to
those who follow the first class we would add
an appreciation in interest taken in the articie
itself.

To make our meaning clearer we think it
cannot be denied that the last five years the
truly fashionable article has been and continues
to be Illuropeans. These stamps have been
and are being coliected by philatelists in the
very front rank, and by a very large body of
general collectors, who attempt to make any
particular group a greater favourite than an-
other. These stamps at the time they were first
taken up by promincnt philatelists were little
sought after and still less was to be learnt about
them in the philatelic press. To-day this is
all changed. The press for the last three years
have abounded in articles upon one section of
them or another, in fict as regards first class
articles Europeans have practically monopo-
lised it.

They have also, it is true, increased in mone-
tary value, but we venture to prophesy not
unduly so.

We may now be expected to give an illus-
tration of the second class to which reference
has been made. Although several pass through
our mind at the time of writing we refrain from
naming them ; to do otherwise would become
peisonal and for the reason, that this second
class is small and consists of philatelists
(amongst whom there are able ones) who collect
countries appreciated by very few except them-
sclves and consequently a drag from the mone-
tary standpoint 1n the Philatelic market. So
long as they collect they are a most estimable
class, but when wanting to sell they attempt
to do what the third class are always doing,
then they become Philatelic Microbes,

Now, what is the third class? It is composed
for the most part of speculators who scek to
corner the market and then proceed to rig it.
Of non-collectors, stockbrokers, and others who,
when the stock and share market is dull turn
their attention to buying stamps, (at one time

there were many such at the London sales) of
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collectors who buy secretly and when having ah
accumulation proceed to unload at a profit,
of such dealers as are ever ready to purchase
remainders and before placing them on the
market run up the price at the auctions or in-
duce others to do so for them. Having the
stamps in their possession the system of each
in this third division is much the same. They
cause articles to appear in the press, that the
coming fashion is the very country of which un-
known to many they possess a large stock, there
is then the rush of a certain section of the gene-
ral body of collectors who reckon to be wider
awake than their fellows ;prices go up and the
leaders of class three unload ; while this forc-
ing up of prices goes on nothing is being done to
popularise the stamps, simply because the
leaders are not philatelists, and have not the
interests of philately at heart and their imme-
diate followers are prompted by much the same
objects of gain as their leaders. In this way
a large number become interested (chiefly from
a financial point of view) in the so-called com-
ing fashion and the rank and file are gradu-
ally drawn in and find themselves saddled with
stamps for which they have paid an altogether
extravagant price which a falling market and
no philatelic interest bequeathed to them.

The prominent example of this is the stamps
of the Leeward Isles. A very interesting group
of stamps and one which would be sure to be
popular in a lasting sense, if introduced by the
leaders of the first class, but when done by
those of the third class the result is disastrous.
Need our readers be reminded of the result?
Let them consult the auction reports for the
constantly falling prices at which mint copies
have been sold, let them read the advertise-
ments offering such in the press, let them turn
over the leaves of Stanley Gibbons new cata-
logue. In vain have we sought during the
huge boom in obsolete Leeward Isles (it was
nothing else) for any article of philatelic merit
upon any of them. This much more than the
question of value (although for the reasons
before given we maintain the one is the natur-
al corrollary of the other) sufficiently indi-
cates the calibre of those responsible for forc-
ing Leeward Isles to the front.

There must or at all events ought to be a
lesson learnt form all this.  T'o us the lesson
is abundantly clear. Follow the true phila-
telic leaders, and don’t he entrapped into fol-
lowing those who seek to impress upon you that
they know what the enming fashion will be.
By so doing you will experience not only much
greater financial security, but also, and what
is of far greater importance, a greater pleasure
in your collection by reason of the carefully
written philatelic articles appearing in the press
on the object of your study and emanating
from pens able to write. On the other hand
by following the latter section you will experi-
cnce another Leeward Isles catastrophe, con-
tinually falling prices, no philatelic tonic, panic,
then the crisis, you become disgusted and Phila-
tely is the loser.

Seme of our readers may ask us why it is
necessary to follow the fashion at all; why
should not they collect just what they like.
Lo such we reply do so by all means, but re-
member there are few hermits living in the
world to-day, likewise philatelic hermits find
it just as dimcult to exist. The time will come
when you sicken it may be, you think it is,
of collecting and throw it up altogether; of a
truth it is nothing of the kind, you are sick of
being a philatelic hermit, change your plan and
throwing off the hermit's hood join the fashion
and become an enthusiastic coilector, in time
to blossom forth as a philatelist. Remember,
however, to be in the fashion and not to follow

those who seek with such dire results to antici-
pate it.

Canada.

The Imperial Penny Postage rate seems to
promise to be before long International, at
least as far as English speaking countries are
concerned.,

According to a cutting from a Canadian news-
paper, which a correspondent has been kind
enough to send us a 2-cent. letter rate came
into torce for all letters in Canada, and also
to the United States on New Year's day. If
Canada can exchange letters with the United
States at z cents or one penny, surely there can
be no obstacle to Great Britain doing the same,

and before long we hope this to be an estab-
lished fact.

DOMESTIC RATE 2 CENTS
. In Force New Year's Day.

Imperial Penny Postage followed by Two cent.
poustage on letters to all parts of Canada and
the United States. .

_ Ottawa, Dec. 30.—On New Year's day will be

inaugurated a two-cent. letter rate to all parts

of Canada and the United States, Imperial

Penny Postage, established on Christmas Day,

is thus followed a week later by a reduction to

two cents for domestic letters.

I'his move of the Government comes as a
surprise. It was understood that no reduction
would be made in the domestic rate until it
should be shown by the operation of Imperial
Perny Postage that a reduced rate brought
about an increase in correspondence sufficient
to counterbalance the cut.  Bul Hon. William
Mulock, it seems, has decided to take this im-
portant step at once and on the 1st of January
six milhon Canadians are to enjoy the
great boon of two-cent postage, not only to
outside portions of the British Empire, but to
all peints in the Dominion and the United
Seates,

Power from a Permissive Act.

The Postmaster-General is enabled to put in
operation the two-cent domestic rate by reason
of a permissive act passed at the last session of
Parliament authorising the Government, when
deemed advisable, to reduce the Canadi,:m let-
ler rate to two cents. In fixing the date for the
nauguration of the two-cent. domestic rate the
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Government has had regard to the Canadian
system of keeping the public accounts, accord-
ing to which the fiscal years begins July 1.
Thus it was thought best to bring the change
into operation on the first day ot the second
half of the fiscal year. Saturday’s official
Gazette will contain the proclamation inaugu-
rating the reduced domestic rate.

Three Cent. Stamp to go.

The terms of the postal arrangement with the
United States are such that the reduction will
apply to letters to all points in the republic.

The Globe's correspondent telegraphs this:
It has been decided that the three-cent. stamp
no longer being required, there will be no more
issues of it after the present supply is exhausted.
The colour of the domestic postage stamp, ac-
cording to the suggestion of the Postal Union,
being red, it wil be necessary when the supply
of the ordinary two-cent. stamp, which is green,
is exhausted, to change the colour to that of the
three-cent domestic stamp.

Speaking of a 2 cent. greern stamp is evi-
dently a mistake, as the stamp in question is
purple.—The Editor,

Qeny Reaves fo Cuf.

PRIX COURANT de Timbres-Poste, Enve-
lopes, Cartes, etc., En vente chez ]. B. Moens.

I Partie. 126 pp.

From a notice at the beginning we take,
that this is a supplement to Moen's large cata-
logue and contains only the stamps, etc., issued
since 189z,

We are astonished to find that the author
does not take any notice of the perforation,
as a rule he only says perforated, which of
course is quite sufficient for a price list, but
hardly to be considered on a par with his excel-
lent and complete large catalogue. Complete
lists of Chinese and Russian Locals will interest
specialists. In an appendix a long list of
French essays, double impressions on the face
and impressions on both sides are given and
priced ; this will undoubtedly be a great attrac-
tion for French specialists.

Comparing the prices we find the majority
of them lower than Senf, although the Leipziy
dealers quote others more reasonable.  One
thing, however, we consider of great import-
ance and that is that most stamps are priced,
not simply catalogued.

The printing is good, especially the illustra-
tions which are natural size,

We can recommend this work to all wanting
a price list, but as a guide to the specialist it
is of no use. Of course we quite admit the
author intended it simply as a price list, but
the philatelic public is so used to receiving first
class philatelic works from J. B. Moens, that
more was expected, and a certain disappoint-
ment is felt now the volume has appeared.

INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC DIREC-
TORY.—By W. Giessmann. I Ediuon.
212 pp.  Price 3s.

We have carefully gone through this publica-
tion and cannot but admit that the author has
undertaken a work single-handed, which in our
cpinion cannot possibly be done by one man
successfully. The woik of a philatelic direc-
tory compnising the whole world is simply enor-
mous and takes one man years to compile, it
15 therefore easily understood that names of
philatelists appear, which are dead, of firms
that have ceased to exist and addresses that
have long since changed.

But when names of leading philatelists like
Dr. C. Lindenberg, H. Fraenkel, Fr. Breitfuss,
W. B. Avery, Dr. Socolis, W. A. S. Westoby,
etc., are omitted, then we throw our hands up
and can only advise the writer to put himselt
in communication with leading collectors in
all countries to amplify, if not altogether to re-
write his lists.

There is, however, one item in the book we
can praise and that is a practically complete
list of dealers, in some places there seem to be
only dealers and no collectors.

NUNN’'S DIRECTORY. The Stamp Dealers
of Great Britain. By C. H. Nunn, Graves,
and Co., L.id. 64 pp.  Price 5d. post free.
The cleventh edition of this handy little work

has just come to hand, and is in all respects a

worthy successor to the last.  Most of the

names being in alphabetical order makes it
easy to find any address.  The chapters on
makers of philatelic specialities, philatelic prin-
ters, publishers, magazines and societies are
very good, although the last have not been
brought up to date. Amongst the printers we
miss Brendons of Plymouth.

The price is cheap, the print clear and we
consider it a valuable adjunct to our guides.

@nsmer fo Correspondents.

F.HAW.,, U.S.A.,  Senf's Catalogue is in
German, no English Editions published. The
price is 2m. jop. postage 45P.  Senf’s address
1s Senf Bros., Leipztg, Germany, and Mocns,
15, Rue de Florence, Brussels.

(pBifatefic ErBififion af Nemw Porf.

We have received a copy of the prospectus of
a Philatelic Exhibition, promoted by the recently
instituted Section of Philately of the Brooklyn
Institute of Arts and Sciences. It will be open
from the 18th—31st March this year, and is to be
held at the Art Rooms of the Institute.

Of course our philatelic brethren across the
pond have our heartiest wishes in their praise-
worthy undertaking, and we hope their efforts
will be crowned by success.

All further particulars can be had upon applica-
tion fromn the Secretary, John D. Carberry, Esq.,
1206, Bushwick Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y.
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Srerbia.

By GEO. B. DUERST,

Early in 1894 an action was brought by the Government against the perpetrators of the great
postal swindle that had taken place in Belgrad. The accused were two foremen of the State printing
works at Belgrad, and a member of the control commission. Accused in a minor degree were several
postal officials, a teacher of music, two booksellers, and a few merchants.

How this action really ended, 1 do not know, nor has it much to do with the subject we have
under consideration. What, however, is of interest to us is, that the Solicitor General
publicly stated, that the [ issue of Servia as the 1866 issue is generally known, has never been issued,
also that other curiosities, principally those of the 1890 issue are simply the productions of swindlers.
One of the witnesses, a highly respectable merchant of Belgrad stated, that he introduced a stamp
dealer from Saxony to a bookseller who sold him £4e worth of the first issue, which were obligingly
obliterated by a postal official. The teacher of music, also did a lucrative trade in this issue, but
strange to say neither of these two gentlemen could recollect, from whom they received these stamps.

The apparently straightforward statement of the Solicitor General knocked so to say the
wind out of me. Such a thing had never happened to me. That stamps had been foisted upon the
philatelic public for more than 25 years, and yet had not been issued, struck me as very curious.
Every paper had chronicled them, every catalogue priced them, certainly the very low prices, consider-
ing the small postal business Servia must have had in those days ; the primitive execution, the large
range of shades, undoubtedly proving a good many printings during a very shoit time, the fact that used
specimens were not obtainable, all these tended to strengthen my belief in the veracity of the Solicitor
General, who undoubtedly would make full enquiries at first hand, before he uttered the words,
which he, no doubt, believed would shake Philately to its foundation. Nevertheless, I was not quite
satisfied. With infinite trouble I got the exact words he said, and the faithful translation is : * That
this issue has never got into circulation.” At first glance there was nothing left but to admit that the
1866 issue has never existed, but on thinkiny the matter carefully over it struck me why did he notsay
that the stamps with the coat of arms in the centre had never existed or were bogus. Such an expla-
nation would not admit of any doubt, but the equivocal way the sentence was framned encouraged me
to make further enquiries at headquarters in the hope of eliciting the truth.

I addressed myself to several people in Belgrad, but only one of them had the kindness to interest
himself on my behalf, which he did the more readily, as he was a philatelist, and what was better still,
because he was himself a specialist of Servian stamps.  Unfortunately, all documents relating to the
later issues have been burned, and so far he has not succeeded in finding any copies. | have, how-
ever, his promise that I shall have them if he should succeed in getting them together.

By decree of May 1st, 1866, the Servian post office was organised on a modern basis, principally
on the plan of the Austria1 Postal Service, and only with this date the franking of postal matter with
stamps commences. Up to this date all rates had to paid in cash, and letters, etc., were then impressed
with the word *‘ naplatscheno” meaning paid or franked. This word is found sometimes with, some-
times without an oblong rectangular frame, sometimes between two stars in an oval,

The Postal rates were fixed as follows :—

A : For letters.
For every § dramm (16 gramm= ) oz.) 20 para.
B: For wrappers.
Up to 10 dramm (32 grammmes=1 oz.} 10 para,
10 4 4 40, (128 w =40z) 20 ,,
40 4y 5 100 (320 ”» =11,) 30 » ’
100, , 200 ,  (b4jogrammes=29, ) I piaster.
200 dramms or 20 0z. was the highest weight that could be sent.
C: For newspapers.

Newspapers printed in the country were delivered free of charge by the Post Office. For foreign

newspapers, however, the receiver had to pay for each copy up to jo dramms=1 oz. 2 Para,

for every further ;5 » =hoz I,
and stamps to this value were affixed to all foreign newspapers at the first post office after passing the
frontier.

Every subscriber to a foreign newspaper had to deposit with the head office at Belgrad an amount
sufficient for this purpose.

The currency was then : 1 Piaster = 4opara = 2%d.
» " is now : 1 dinar = 1oopara = 9%4%d.
The weightis: 71 oka = goodramm = 1280 grammes = 4§ oz.

Every student of Austrian stamps will at once recognise that the foreign newspaper tax stamps are
in all respects synonymous with the so-called Austrian newspaper tax stamps of 1850, 1858, 1859, 1861,
and 1863, 1867, and 1878. But besides ensuring free delivery of foreign newspapers, these stamps
were considered in Austria much more as a tax on foreign newspapers, than a charge for delivery,
hence the stamps have really to be regarded much more as fiscal stamps than as postage stamps,
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The stamps decreed to be issued were of the values of 1, 2, 10, 20 and 40 para, and had to bear
the portrait of Prince Michael Obrenowitch 111, The clichés as well as as a small quantity of each
value were ordered from the Imperial Printing Works at Vienna, and should have been delivered in
time for the st of May, 1866.

The orinters in Vienna, however, sent word that the order for the manufacture of the clichés and
for the stamps came too late, and that the stamps could not possibly be delivered in time. The
Servian Post Office therefore decided to issue provisional stamps for the foreign newspaper service, as
this was the most important branch of the service, inland letters were to be pre-paid for some time
lenger in cash,

. In this manner we got the first issue of Servia, with coat of arms in the centte, the stamps of
which are in reality fiscal stamps, but generally pass under the name of newspaper stamps.

They were hurriedly manufactured in the State Printing Works at Belgrad, from a wood cut and
leaden clichés, and were delivered in 2 lots, and at once distributed to the frontier post offices, of which
only 3 existed, one at Belgrad for Austria, one at Alexinatz for Turkey, and one at Kladowa for
Roumania.

According to official reports the following quantities were delivered :

I Printing 18 April, 1866.

1 Para 2040
2 1
Distributed as follows : " 944
1 Para 2 Para
The Post Officials at Belgrad received 15000 1404 stamps
» ” » » Aleximatz » 300 300 -
» ” ” » Kladowa 1 240 240 »
Il Printing 20 May, 1866.
1 Para 18,360
2 ” I E;!S()()
Distributed as follows :
1 Para 2 Para
The Post Officials at Belgrad received 17300 17300 stamps.
s Alexinatz » 1000 1c00 "

» 1 7

The office at Kladowa did not receive any of the second printing, because through that office very
few papers passed.

Unfortunately, the postal records do not state the exact colourings of each printing, the only guide
we have is the error (z para green on rose), which is found only in the second printing.

These stamps were forbidden to be sold to the public, and had to be affixed by the postal officials
in such a manner to newspapers,that the wrapper had to be united by the stamps with the newspapers,
the stamps were therefore most probably torn when the newspaper was opened. This was considered
to cancel them efficiently ; in any case they were of no use to the public in an unused state, as only
officials were allowed to affix them. As a matter of fact there is said to exist an official notification,
that these stamps were not to be cancelled.

That very few of these stamps were used can be seen from the fact,that in the town and district of
Valjewo only one foreign newspaper was delivered, and that one to a doctor. Newspapers from
Roumania and Turkey were very rare. Those from Austria were generally addressed to houses in
Belgrad, where most business firms and the foreign consulates were established, and as they were
delivered by the Austrian Post Office (in existence there until 1868) no stamps were required.

From the above it will be seen where the equivocal statement of the Solicitor General came in ;
he was quite right in saying that the issue had not been put into circulation, and, of course, this way
of putting the matter suited him much better for the prosecution,

[. Issue May i1st, 1866. Provisionals for newspapers. 1 Printing,

Coat of Arms of Servia with mantle on a solid background surrounded by a circle consisting of
77 pearls. At the top the Russian inscription K.C. Potschta (= Post of the Servian Principality), at
the bottom value in figures at both sides of the word PARA. The upper spandrels have 11, the
lower spandrels 13 lines, and the upper rim of the crown has 9 pearls. Surrounded by a thin imnner
and a thick outer line, which very often runtogether. Printed in the State Printing Works at Belgrad
in sheets of 12 stamps in 3 rows of 4 stamps on coloured wove paper. Imperforate. Vertically the
stamps are divided by continuous lines, horizontally only by short lines nearly the width of the stamps.
No outer line surrounding the sheet exists.

They are very badly executed, the leaden clichés gave a very imperfect impression, but in spite
of this, each stamp on the sheet has some more or less prominent point, by which its place on the
sheet can be clearly established, as a matter of fact, these stamps can be plated quite easily. I have
seen a good many sheets strips and single stamps, and find the stamps of both issues must have been
printed from the same plates, only that the execution of the second 1ssue is still more faulty than the
first. Unfortunately, full sheets of the first printing are very scarce, and it has been my misfortune not
to have had the opportunity of being able to examine a full sheet of the higher value, and therefore
refrain from giving a full list of the varieties, hoping that one of my readers will be good enough
to forward me such a sheet for examination.

1 para bronze-green on rose paper 2 para vinlet-brown on lilac paper.
70 be Conlinued.
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FEBRUARY, 1899. REPORT.

Honorary President—
His Ilonour Judge PuiLnrick, Q.C.

Honorary Vice-Presidents

Ver~NON ROBERTS, Manchester.
Rev. W. BeLi, Cork.

Presedent—
. R. OLp¥IELD, London.

[ 7ce-Presidents—

W. DorxinG BeekoN, Manchester.
H. L. Havuyay, London,

Contmitire—
F. Exmpsox, Birmingham.
W. lIaprow, London.
W. G. lIawk1Ns, London.
J. E. JoseLIN, London.
W. B. KIRKPATRICK, Bournemouth.
W. MarTiiEws, London.
S. C. SkiproN, Salishury.
C. T. Rzep, London.
H. TuospsoN, London.
B. W. WaRruugsT, London.

Hon. Sec. and Treasurcr—

T. I1. ITiNTON, 5, Paultons Square, Chelsea, London,
S.W,

HHon. Exchange Superintendeni—

Dr. Magrx, 6, laven Green, Ealing, London, .

Hon. Librarian—

B. W. WARHURST,
London, S.W.

fon. Counterfeit Detector.
W. Habprow, 331, Strand, l.ondon, W.C,

Hon. Solicitors—
Messts.  OLDFIELD, BarTraM & OLbrIELD, St

Stephen’s Chambers, Telegraph Street, Moorgate
Street, London, E.C.

MEMBERSHIP.

Candidates for admission must be over 18
years of age, ana supply at leas: two satisfactory
references. They wili then be proposed for
election, and if no objection be lodged within
fourteen days, be duly elected. The enirance
fee, 25. 6d. and subscription, §s., should accom-
pany the application, and will be refunded in the
event of the non-election of the applicant,

The following is now proposed in accordance with
the above :—

STANLEY BARRATT, 53, Blomfield-road, Maida
Vale, London, W. Proposed by T. H. linton,
seconded by S. C. Skipton,

15, DPawltons Square, Chelsea,

NEW MEMBER.
William Clare Lees, Southport.

RESIGNATIONS.

The following resignations are notified with regret: —
No. 235, H. A. Macmillan, London ; No. 21, G. W.
Robinson, Reading ; No. 145, T. H. Thompson, Kil-
burn, N.W. ; No. 240, W. T. White, Ealing, W ;
No 693, F. W. Wootton, Bournemouth.

DROPPED FROM THE ROLL.

No reply have been received from the undermen-
tioned members, in answer to repeated applications
from the Secretary, they are hereby dropped from the
roll, hut may Dbe reinstated on application being made,
and subscriptions forwarded to the Sccretary within one
month :— No. 202, T. A, Bostock, Nottingham ; No.
71, Mrs. Bushfeld, Budleigh Salterton ; No, 2¢8, Dr.
T. Bushfield, Wimbledon; Nu. 267, Isaac Cansino,
Manchester 3 No. 103, J. Jelleyinan, Northampton ;
No. 133, W. I} Lawsen, Liverpool ; No. 177, A, M.
Nachmam, Jaffa, Syria; No. 263, Jules Petit Sadler,
Chiswick ; No. 102, 1I. W, Tebbutt, Northampton ;
No. 249, Tomas Torrabadella, Barcelona,

LIBRARY.

The Hon. Librarian acknowledges with thanks
The Philatelic Record, Jan., from Messrs. Buhl & Co.
A.RB.C. Catalogue from Messs. Bright and Son.  Any
Danations to the Library gladly received and duly
acknowledged.

NOTICES.

The fourth ineeting of the season took place at Essex
Flall, on Wednesday evening, January 18th.  Dresent,
the President, Mr. il. R. Oldfield (in the chair), and
Messes, W. Iladlow, J. F. Joselin, Hl. Thompson, C.
T. Reed. C. lorbes, Dr. Marx, and the Ion. Sec. ].
W. Forbes displayed his collection of Persia, accom-
panied by some very inleresting notes on the stamps of
this country, and it being found impossible to conclude
the subject in one evening, it was unanimously resolved
to adjourn the conclusivn vntil the next meeting, which
will take place at Essex 1lIall, on Wednesday evening,
February 15th, at 7.30 p.m., when Mr. Forbes has
consented 10 display his collection again and conclude
his notes thercon.  Members and friends are cordially
invited to attend.

THOS. 1. HINTON,
Ilon. Sec. and Treasurer,
5, Paultons Sqjuare, {nt. Thil. Union.
Chelsea, London, S.W.

February 4th, 1899,

PHILATELIC SOCIETY.—The an-

PLymouTH
rual Philatelic Display of this Society was held
on Saturday afternoon and evening, January
13th, in ga, Princess Square, Plymouth, and
proved a most gratifying success, the exhibits
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being unquestionably in advance of all that
had preceded. A large number of philatelists
and philatelic friends inspected the stamps, and
among those present were the Hon. Lady Fre-
mantle, Lt.-Colonel Crookenden, Major G,
Stockdale, R.E., and several members repre-
sentative of the trade. In themselves the Ex-
hibits were very varied and well mounted,
though the room unfortunately did not lend
itself to setting off the stamps at their best.
To Baron A. de Worms certainly fell the honour
of the finest display. His mint coliection of
St. Helena and British Honduras were deser-
vedly the attraction of the room, and comprised
in the St. Helena blocks of the 6d. perf. and
imperf., the 1d. both sized bars, a pair of the
1s. green, short bar (difficult enough to procure
unused in the single copy) and four varieties of
the pale blue 6d. shown also in pairs ; while in
the Honduras one noted a pair of the 6d. orange
and 1s. grey, two mint specimens of the go
cents on 1s. and the 3 cent on 3 pence, 12}
perf. C.C., this last stamp perhaps the piece de
resistance of the many good things shown by
Baron de Worms. The Rev. E. T. Fyffe
contributed several striking copies of the first
issue of India, with interesting specimens of
proofs, but reached high water mark in the very
handsome display of Sydney Views that he
also sent in. These inc?uded a very fine plate
of the 1d. die 1. with clouds of July, 1850, the
stamps being all in fine colour, along with seve-
ral impressions of varying plates of the zd.
value; all in fair condition. From Major
Stockdale, R.E., came an exhibit both of
quality and quantity, embracing Ceylon, Egypt,
Persia, Spain, France, Luxembury, (unused and
complete), Malta funused), Gibraltar (unused,
with copies in mint of the two early 1s. Among
some of his most coveted treasures were to bhe
seen unused copies of the 10d. imperf, Ceylon
and of the god., 4d., 5d., and 1s. gd. star issue
of the same country. Indeed his Ceylons were
very complete and fine,, and included & num-
ber of the rare z cent. surcharges on red lilac.
Major Stockdale’s French, which were also
much admired, were those recently exhibited
at Birmingham. An equally full assortment
of European issues in fine used condition had
been sent by the Rev. K. A. Donaldson. His
Germany was practically complete, and in addi-
tion Mr. Donaldson showed very full collec-
tions of Bremen, the two Sicilies, Wurtemberg,
Parma, Romagna, and Holstein, breaking
ground also into Italy. Among the plums of
this continental dish the collector picked out
the 34 Tornese of the Two Sicilies, the two
shades of the yo kr. Wurtemberg. ‘'Lhe 5o
and 100 lira unused 1884 of Italy, and several
fine Oldenburgs. The new world found its best
exponent in the Nova Scotia, New Brunswick
and Newfoundland issues exhibited by the Rev,
E. R. Hudson. These comprised a superb
copy of the 6!4d. orange-vermilion used of
Newfoundland, the 1s. of the same issue, but
with poor margins, and the 1s, values of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick, the latter also lack-

ing environment. Great Britain was also shown
by the same collector, the 1d. values in mint
and often in pairs. Nor were West Indians for-
gotten. Mr. R. T, Stevens, the Society’s vice-
president, contributed a fascinating littie group
of Antigua, Dominica, St. Vincent and Tobago
—but a tithe of what he could have shown, had
more been called for; and in Dr. Houghton's
collection of Turk’s Island a very complete and
choice lot of stamps had been got together, in-
cluding as these diu several rarities, such as
a pair of the 4d. surcharge on the 4d. grey.
Africans were looked after by Messrs, H, W,
Mayne and W. A. Walker. The former bheside
sending in some very nice St. Helena displayed
Pritish Jast Africa, inclusive of a pair of the
2z anna imperf,, used, with Uganda, used and
unused. Mr. Mayne had also on view un cfice.
tive mounting of Gibraltar, with some of its
later issues in pairs and strips.

It is impossible to enumerate everything
on the walls, but special mention must be made
of one of the most interesting features of the
display: this was the exhibit in a couple ot
glassed frames of forgeries of rare stamps, both
modern and old (e.q., Swiss Cantonals, etc.)
These had been most kindly sent by Messrs.
Alired Smith and Co., of Fssex Strect, Strand,
[ondon, and distinctly formed one of the attrac-
tions of the day,

Lastly to the lixecutive Committee which
carricd out the displav, and in particular to
Dr. Russel Rendle and Mr, H. \W. Mayne, the
thanks and congratulations of all present must
be heartily accorded on the complete success
of the Society’s gathering.

W, A, WALKER,
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer.

BIRMINGHAM PHILATELIC SocieTy.—Honor-
ary President, W. BB, Avery, Esq., president,
W. T. Wilson, Esq., vice-presidents, R. Hol-
lick, Isq., W. Pimm, Esq., committee, Mr.
H. R. Bewlay, Mr. P. T. Deakin, Mr. V. Lun-
deblad, Mr, T. W. Peck, Mr. C. A. Stephen-
son, Mr. W, S. Vaughton, hon. secretary and
ucasurer, Mr. G. Johnson, B.A., official ad-
dress, zo8, Birchfield Road, Birmingham.

December 1st, 1898.  ‘I'he following werc
unanimously elected members: Messrs, ], .
Smith, A. H. Stamford, W. k. Lake, and J. N.
Keynes; on December tsth, the following:
Messrs. R. Plant, Vittorio Durani, A. W, Chay-
tor, J. B. Brevoort, G. D. Welding, F. Hegin-
hottom, H. De Lacey Ahearne.  Monsicur
Jules Bernichon was junanimously elected a
honorary member of the Society.

A report of the exhibition was presented show-
ing that the total cost to the Society was about
£24. This would be borne entirely by the
funds and nothing would be accepted from
private members. It was felt that as dealers
and collectors in all parts of the world were
most enthusiastically supporting the Society,
we in turn should do something for philately.
It had been most successful, over 700 seeing
the exhibition during the two days and halt
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it was open, and we feel sure that it will have
a marked and permanent effect. It was de-
cided to send artistically arranged ‘“votes of
thanks” to all exhibitors as a memento of a
very pieasant and successful exhibition.

January 19, 18g9. The following were un-
animously elected members: Mrs.” Tillotson,
Messrs, A. G. Farrar, A. D. Arter, and H. H,
Buys. Votes of thanks were given to Messrs.
H. Ferrier Kerr, Bright and Sons, Gelli and
Tani for presentations to the Library. It was
also decided to purchase Philbrick and Westo-
byv’s Stamps of Great Britain (new edition);
Postage Stamps of India, and the Indian Phila-
telist.

SHEFFIELD PHILATELIC SOCIETY. — The
members of the Sheffield Philatelic Society held
their annual Dinner last evening at Bird’s
Restaurant, the President (Mr. F. ] Peace) taking
the chair. After the usual loyal toasts had been
duly honoured, Mr. J. H. Chapman proposed
‘“ Success to the Sheffield Philatelic Society.”
He stated that although the Society was only
formed four years ago, it had rapidly increased
in numbers and now possessed a fine library of
works on philately. The strong vitality of the
Society was also proved by the great interest
shewn by the members in the various subjects
treated of at the meetings.

Mr. G. H. Hunt proposed * Our City,” and
drew attention to its intimate connection with
philately in the person of the Post Master
General, and also in the fact that the steel neces-
sary for the production of stamps was supplied
by Sheffield makers.

Mr. J. Lee Pike then proposed the “ Health
of the President” (Mr. F. J. Peace), this was
heartily responded to and accorded full musical
honours.

During the course of the evening songs and
recitations were given by Messrs. Elliott, Goodin-
son and Sutton, and the members afterwards
separated, having spent a most pleasant evening

SUBURBAN EXCHANGE CLUB.—The August
packets rerurned from circulation in good time,
and accounts were settled within seven days.
Sales were as follows :—

August A 1 packets, £82 os 4d.
w A2 w477 14s nid.
. B w  £42135 2d.

207 sheets, valued in the aggregate at
£2197 155 6d, were received and made up into
four packets for the January circuit. Very good
selections were submitted. The new catalogues
have caused a depreciation in prices of the
stamps offered, and good specimens of rare
Colonials and Americans were quoted very
reasonably. Inadditions to low prices, members
have the advantage of examining the condition
of stamps at their leisure before making a selec-
tion. The new members that have joined dur:
ing the past months include the following:—
Evan Jenkins (Studley), A. H. Dingwall .(Bath),
R. Barclay (Wimbledon), Mrs  Livingston
(Torquay), and W. Crothers (Guildford). Buyers
are as welcome as sellers, but non-contributors are

placed last on the list. References should be
sent with every application to avoid delay. KRules
to be obtained from the Secretary, H. A. Slade,
Ingleside, St. Albans.

. C. SKIPTON.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

Great Britain. Three sizes of the Registered Linve-
lopes have appeared with the new tarifi printe
on the back of the envelope superseding the old
tariff, and the plaster with new tariff that has
for some time been applied to the Envelope.,

Mr. Wariwrst in the Mowndhly Journal chroni
clesa copy of the 1d. Envelope with Stamp Die
‘108 (7 102) W.W,,” dated ‘10. 1. 60 in a size
not hitherto known on blue.

E. 1d. pink on blue laid, tonzue flap, pink seal, size C.

. (s¥% x 3in.
R.E 2ad. blue, Sizes F, G, H2, new tariff,

British Hunduras. The tc. Post Card is reported on
lLeing green on bufi.

Canada. The Postage within the Dominion has been
reduced to 2c. and the rate hetween Canada and
the States has also been reduced to the same
figure. The colours of the zc. and 3c. stamps
will have to be changed to correspond with the
recommendation of the Postal Union the 2c.
becoming red instead of the 3e. It is possible
that the 3c. value will he dropped altogether, at
any rate it is not likely that any more 3c. enve-
lopes will be printed.  The 2c. in red is reported
by AMekecl's H’r:z'[‘/y.

The Imperial stamp has appeared with the
colour of the groundwork changed from grey-
Llue (or lavender) to a sea-green.

2c. black, sea-green aud red,
2¢ carmune.

The Montkly fonrnai informs us that owing
to the reduction of the infand rate to 2c., in some
uffices the 1c. and 2c. stamps ran out, and their
places were cupplied by portions (¥4 or 25) of
the 3c. stampdivided vertically, In some places
the pieces were surcharged with the word
¢ ONE’ in green on the smaller portion ind the
figure ‘2’ in violet on the larger. We hope
that this surcharging was <lone without any
authority from headquarters and is unofficial.

Ceylon. The watermark on the 2r. soc. is not Crown
C.C. as reported but the same as for the current
small stamps Crown C A. LEach stamps shows
portions more or less of four watermarks.

In spite of the promise that no surcharging
would take place over the 1d. postage rates the
15¢. has been surcharged * Six Cents ’ pending a
supply of this value.

6c. in black on 15c. sage-green.

India. Chaméa. The A /. notes the current Ir. sur-

charge for official use in this State.
Off. 1r. black on carmine and green.
Cochrn. The stamps on Lhe sheets of the

new issue differ slightly from one another, Each
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sheet varies in the number of stamps but equals
24 puttans in value, thus the ¥%p. consists of 8
rows of 6, the Ip. 4 rows of 6, the 2p. 6 rows of
2, and the 3 pies torows of 8. The sheets have
a Jubilee line and an inscription on the margin.
The watermarks are evidently arranged for
smaller stamps so that each stamp contains por-
tions of several watermurks. The perforation is
irregular, the A7 /. noting pairs imperforate
between and with extra perforations on the mar-
gins of the sheets.

Las Bela. The Al.] notes a fresh printing in
five rows of four and perforated.

4a, Llack on pale blue.

Nandgaon. Thne same paper has received
from M. Moens the 1a. in red without the
* M.B.8,’ surcharge on thin wove paper instead of
laid. The reprims are all said to have been sur-
charged so thisis looked on as an earlier issue
than the laid just turned up.

1a, rose on thin wove.

Travancore. A Letter Cand has been issued

with an orpamental devicc with the shell in

centre and inscriptions in English at top and-

m native characters below.
L..C. 1c. blue on buff, size 153 x 120 mun.

New South Wales. The Australian Phiiatelist
publishes a Gazet/e notice with regard tu the
change of colour of the Y4d. and 2l4d. stamps.
The latter we have chronicled but it was only
authorised to be issued on January tst. The
6d. will, it is expected, be changed in colour
from the present green,

The current cards have been issned with views
on the back. There are said to be 10 varieties
of the views on the 1 %4d. and 15 on the 1d. Card.

4d. green.

Queensland The 3d. has appeared with figures of
value in all four corners and head on white
ground

The 1d. has been issued with an experimental
perforation which is really a roulette, Lut the
cuts arc not horizontal Imt diagonal thus—

AN sy so that when the stamps are sepa-
rated it has the appearance of an ordinary par-
foration

1d, red, roul.
3(l. brown, figures in four corners.
St. Vincent. W have 1cceived from Mr.  roudlvot
' the new sct issued on Janoary st of the latest
De La Rue Colonial type,

4d. lilac, nane and value green

d. o " carmine.
2éd. " " blue.
ad. ”» olive,
4d. ” orange,
sd. 4 " biack.
Cn " brown.
1/- green carmine.
blue,

- \ "

Soéth Australia. The 61, perl, 13, has appeared

with the current * ().8.” surcharge.
Off. 6d. black and Ulue, perf. 13.

Tobago. Since January 1st the stamps of Trinidad
have superseded the Tobago Stamps.

Western Australia. The A7 /. chronicles a new
watermark on the long upright rectaugular
fiscals used for postage. The old watermark
was the Crown with CA above specially
spaced to fit these large size stamps, while the
new watermark is a small Crown between ‘W'’
“A' and being arrange for the urdinary sized
ollong postage stamps eccurs twice on the large
fiscals.

 1d. lilac wmk. Crown W.A', Fiscal used Postally.
A ” " ”

Zanzibar. The 7. /. notes a change in the arrange-
ment of the watermarks on the current stamps.
When first issued each stamp had a watermark
to itself of the well-known Waterlow Tudor
rose, but lately the watermarks have been closer
together so that one and a half or two show on
each stamp. The following values are noted
with this new variety :—1%, 1, 2, 24, 3, 4
4%, 5, and 8 annas. The paper is also usually
a little thicker.

Of the stamps with the old watermark the same
paper mentions a sheet of each of the 44, 2, and
2 Y4 annas in which the first vertical row on each
sheet was without watermark.

OTHER COUNTRIES.

Afghanistan. The A//. notes two .avre varieties of
the Registration Stamp we mentioned in Decem-

ber.
R. 2 ab black on orange.
2ab yellow,
Argentine. The stamps perforated ¢ C y T’ men-

tioned last month are now saitl to Le so perfo-
rated when used by newspaper proprietors
posting papers in bulk.

The Post Office has gone into the New Year
Card Lusiness having according to the 7.A%
issued an Envelope with inside, in blue orred *Re-
publica Argentina’—* Feliz Ano Nuevo !’ and
a varied design of cupidsin a circle or oval and
and below ‘ 10 de Eneao de 1899.

E. sc. carmine ou white, size 182 X 104 mm.

Austria. Hungary, The 2zk. has appeared with the

new watermark.
2k. Mlack and lilac, new wmk.

Brazil. The sor. and 200r. surcharged ‘100’ and
¢ 300 ° respectively have the new value in violet
as nited from the A7 /. last month and not
black. The * 2000" in yreen on J000r. Orange,
and the ‘200 in Llack on 100r., 1890, have also
appeared as well as the following :—

2000 111 green on 1900, l)TUWn.
The Postage Duc Stamp of 200r. is now ina
fresh shade instcad of pale lilae, it is
I} 1. 200r. manve.

Bulgaria. The following changes of paperand per-
foration have been made in some of the current
stamps :—

55 yellow.green on thick paper, perf, 114,
10%. red " perf 13.
15s. ochre on thin paper, "

255 b'ue '

”"

Chili. A stamp similar 1o the A, R. (Return Receipt)

Stamp has been issucd with * AVIS DE PAIE.

MENT? in the bottom lalel. A fresh value

has been added to the set of Postage Due Stamps

and the current 1c. and 2c. Cards are said lo
have been slightly redrawn the lines of the frame
buing Letter drawn and more like one another,
and the imprint is now in the centre of the card
below instead of at lower right.

A P, sc. irown, perf, 1134,

P.D. 30c, carmine,

P.C. 1c. green on green, re-drawn.

2C. carmine on rose »

Colombia. Zanama. The surcharge * R’ and ¢ Colon’
in circle is supposed by the 7./% and M. /. to be
only a postmark, showing that the letter was
registered,

Ecucador. The gcc. lilac Revenue has been found
with a fresh value 20c. in black and in red.

zoc in black on soc. lilac.
20C. in red on soc. "
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France. We seem to have omitted to mention that
on the latest sheets of the 1oc. stamps, eight
panes are formed of stamps Type 1 and four of
Type 2. Before being sent ta Post Offices the
sheets are divided in half, but the fw// sheets
have the panes arranged thus :—

1 I
11 II i I
I I I I

The appearance of these Type I stamps is due
to the use of some dies which were made many
years ago as a reserve, and the authorities take no
notice of the small difference between the types

10¢. black on lavender, type i.

Tunis. We have a copy in a new shade of

the §c.
sc. emerald green.

Greece. A fresh printing of the 1886 stamps with
head of Mercury of 1, 5, and 20l has lately
taken place. The impressions are very much
better than the usual Athens print and almost
recall the Brussels. The paper is white and the
stamps exist Loth imperf. and perf. 1134,

Guatemala. We find we have nol yet mentioned all
the late surcharges. The /. /. mentions several
errors and we give the colours of the high values
we queried last month.

1c. in red on sc. puple.
) 5. ow .
1. soc. olive, surcharge inverted.
¢ 10c. green (Fiscal) error * ENTAVO”’
6¢. in black on 1p. purple
”» sp. grey-violet.
6c. " 1op. emerald-green,

Japan. A new Card of 1s. has been issued with stamp
in left upper corner, somewhat like the current
1 yen, and with a corded frame and inscriptions
all in Japanese.

P.C. 1s. brown-red, size go X 14umm.

Mexico. The current Letter Card of 5¢ has appeared

without instruction on the back similar to the

c.

L.C, sc. blue, no instruction on back,

Orange Free State. The A /. describes an Official
stamp used by the Mounted Police for some two
years past. The design is type-set and cunsists
of the words *IN DIENST’ (On Service),
followed by a dotted line—*O.V.S." (Oranje
Veij Staat) — *R.D.M.” (Rydende Dienst
Macht - Mounted Tolice) all in a rectangular
frame of square ornaments set diamond-wise.
The stamps are issued in sheets of four, printed
in black on white paper and perforated.

Off.—black.

Persia. The Metropolitan on the authority of a corres-
pondent says that the Registration Labels are
sold at the rate of 1s. when used on Inland
letters. The shape etc. js similar to those
found on Registered letters from many foreign
countries, Holland, Portugal, etc., and is oblong
with a large * R ’ at left and * PERSLE ’ in upper
centre with * No ——’ below. During the
New Year of 1897, the regular stamps of 1s ran
short and it was sold and used as an ordinary
stamp.

15, red (Registration stamp).

Portugal. The Post Eards have been changed in

colour 1o correspond to the change of the

adhesives. The Colonies of Angra, Funchal
Horta and P. Delgade will probably follow
suit.
P.C. 251, caimine,
25 4 357 "o
401, brown-violet.
40 + 401, ”

Russia. The Charity Advertisement Lelter Sheet
mentioned in December has the stamp of the
Adhesive type changed to one of the Envelope
type and some small changes intne formula,
There have been six editions with the Adhesive
type and four with the Envelope type stamp up
to the present.

L.8, 7k blue, stamp of envelope type.

Spain. Cwéa. The £che announces that the Ameri-
cans on taking possession of the Province of
Puerto - Principe surcharged the current stamps
of the valuesof 1, 2, 3, and s5c. in three lines,
"HABILITADO —*1° (2, 3, 5)—' cents.’ 1000
of the 5c. stamps were surcharged and 3000 of
each of other values. We have seen nothing
referring to this surcharge in American papers.

American stamps have been surcharged for use
here and are referred to under the heading United
States Cuba.

Fernando Po. The 25¢c. of 1896 has been

surcharged *5'—‘Cen.” in . n oval.
s¢. in black un 25¢. carmine. .

Philippines. The T. P illustrates three stamps
(two of which are inscribed * TELEGRAFQS?)
which are said 10 have been issued by the in-
surgents in the province of Mouilld.  The
design consists of a sun and glory in a triangle
within various shaped frames the postage stamp
having a circle contained in an ornamental
square. At the top ot the stamp is the word
* CORREOS’ and at bottom *FILIPINAS.
The letter <K’ the initial of a secret socicty,
* Katipuan’ is repeated three times, 'l he values
of the telegraph stamps are 2c. lilac and soc.
blue. The stamps are lithographed on while

wove paper, and are perforated 11%4.
2C. TOSE-CAYININE,

Porto Itico. A large number of the lately
chronicled provisionals are sa:.d to be entirely
speculative, and to owe their existence to parties
in the island.

The AMetropolitan gives further copies of docu-
ments referring to  the stamp mentioned last
wonth, and it seemsthat the stamps were legiti-
mately used by the U.S. troops. The stamps
are type set *CORREQS ’at top, ¢ § CTS ’in
centre, and * COAMO ' at bottom. The sheet
consists of 10 types in two rows of five, differing
in the shape of the ‘5’ and with or withouta
period after * CTS,’

Some crrors of the < J1abilitado para 1898 y
99 ’ surcharges are mentioned by the AZ./., such
as the 2m. yellow-green with surcharge, and a
verlical pair with the stam) only surcharged.

United States. A new sct of Iinvelopes is being pre-
pared and the 2c. is the first 1o appear.  Ever
thing is new, calowr, watermark ‘U S P O D) g9’
and design, the stamp having been re-engraved,

the head is smallerand the roseltes are rounder.
E. zc. carmine-red on white. !
¢

3 " ue
Alaska, The fust of the local Posts to issue
a stamp has been * MCGREELY'S EXI'RESS’
for use between *DVYEA — SKAGUAY,’ in
centre is a frozen landscape with a dog sleigh in
foreground, the name being arched above and
the distination below. The value is in circles in
upper corners.
25¢, Llue on white, perf. 14.
. Cuba. 'the current U.S. stamps have been
18sued with the surcharge in three lines * CUBA’
—figure of value *¢.’—* de PESQ.” The 2c. was
surcﬁarged ‘214’ but it was found that there
was no use for this value and a demand for a 2c,
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The 2)4c. stamps being on the spot were put
onsale and sold at 2c. The 2c. is ready and
also a 3c., while a 4¢. is reported as on order.
This issue is only provisional as a permanent set c
is being prepared in the States.
1¢. black and green. A
2Ce 4y carmine, :
aje. " % wY
o o Bt 0 ANRNS, =
10C. 4 light-brown. T T il g T
/ ; ; kg r!\"!\‘ HA i | b A :

ERRORS AND MINOR VARIETIES.

Gibraltar. Morocco. A copy of soc has been found
with the surcharge printed in dark blue.

Denmark. Al the 1870 issue with the exceplion of
16s. have been found with the perforation
measuring 12%, and the Official Stamps 2, 4,
16s. have also been found with this perforation.

Egypt. Sudan, The Egyptian stamp of sm. carmine
has been seen with the surcharge inverted  The
change of watermark has begun on the current
stamps, the 1pi Telegraph stamp having had the
watermark changed to Cresent and Star, and the

. 10pi. we believe was only issued with this water-

mark. The Postage Stamps will soon follow
suit.

France. Zanzibar. The A47./. chronicles

P.D. 1cc. brown, surch, blue, inverted.

Peru. The 1c. orange has been seen with the Ber-

mudez surcharge impressed twice.

The following have held auctions since last report :—-
Messrs. FUTTICK & S1MPpsoN, Jan. 1oth and 11th,

' CHeveLEy & Co., 139th Sale, Jan. r3th.
Mr. R.S. Gray, 15th Sale, Jan. 14th (Glasgow).
Messrs. Butrn & Co., 62nd Sale, Jan. 17th.
PLumrince & Co., t1th Sale, Jan. 18th.

' VEsTOM, Bull, and CoorEr, 121st Sale,
Jan. 19th and 20th.

Messrs. Puirick & Siveson, Jan, 24th and 25th.

Mr. HabpLow, 141st and 142nd Sale, Jan. 26th and
271h,

CexTrALPHILATELIC CLUR, 2nd Sale, Jan. 31st.

Messrs. VeExToM, BuLL, & Coorgr, 1220d Sale,
Feb, 2nd and 3rd.

Mr. Haprow, 143rd and 144th Sale, Feb. 61th and
7th.

Messrs. OstarA & DARLOW, 5th and 6th Sale, Feb.
8th and gth (Manchester).

¥
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DENMARK.

Considerable diversity of opinion exists whe-
ther the 2z Rigsbank Skilling (blue) of the above
country really can be plated or whether the
small differences found on the stamps are only
caused by bad transfers or by careless printing.

The following article embodying a communi-
cation from H.R.H. the Duke of York settles
this mauer once and for all, and all philatelists
will be thankful to His Royal Highness for the
interest and trouble he has taken to elucidate
this up to now dark and doubtful point.

1 have the honour of being entrusted with a
ccmmunication from our President on the sub-
ject of the 2 Rigsbank Skilling (blue) stamp
of Denmark.

It will be in the recollection of members that
in the course of last season a paper on these
stamps was read by Mr, R. Ehrenbach at a
mceting of the Society, having for its object the
consideration of the question of the types and
varieties which were said to exist, and the pos-
sihility of “plating” the stamps.

Varilous peints of distinction were described,
and in regard to the marks to which attention
was called in certiin of the stamps, it was stated
that they were “caused prohubly by the engra-
ver's tools,” while suggestions were made as to
the probable mode of the production and set-
ting-up of the plate.

Although a large number of the members
who heard the paper read did not agree with the
deductions formed by the author, it was felt
that an interesting question had been raised
which called for further investigation, and the
paper was subsequently criticised by Mr. E. D.
Bacon in the London Philatelist for April of the
last vear

The whole question 1s obviously one which
depends upon the precise methods employed
in the manufacture and production of the
stamps, and our President thought that it might
meve of interest to members of the Society if
some authoritative information could be ob-
tained on the subject.

Accordingly, taking advantage of the oppor-
tunity afforded by his visit to Denmark in the

early part of September last, his Royal High-
ness caused inquiries to be made from the pos-
tal authorities in Copenbagen.

Owing to the temporary absence of the offi-
cial competent to give the desired information,
our President, before returning to England,
prepared and left for the consideration of the
official referred to a series of questions, having
for their object the elucidation of the matters
upon which the question as to * types” most
largely depends.

The questions so propounded, with the an-
swers which have recently been received, are:
Questions as to the first stamp of Denmark—

the 2 Rigsbank Skilling (blue). Issue 1851.

t. Was more than one original die used?
In what manner was the die made or engraved?
And what material was used for the purpose?

2. What method was employed in repreduc-
ing impressions for making the plates?

3. What process was used in manufacturing
the plates from which the stamps were printed 1

4. Were the figures and words in the centre
of the stamp, for denoting the value, inserted
in the original die or dies, or added to the im-
picssions taken for making the plates, or to the
plates themselves, and if so, by what process?

Answers.

1. In the manufacture of this stamp one ori-
ginal die only was used. It was engraved on
steel.

2 and 3. From this die a matrix was pro-
duced in plaster for making the plates. From
ar cxamination of the plates, which are pre-
served in the General Post Office in Copen-
hagen, there is no doubt that ten of these ma-
trices were joined together in onc block (in
five rows of two stamps each), and that the
plates were cast on the block by stereotpye pro-
cess.

Ten of the plates so produced—in type-metal
(= composition of lead, tin, and antimony)—
were used to make the printing plate. These
were soldered together and mounted on a maho-
gany hed, and framed also in mahogany.

4. The figures and words in the centre of the
stump are engraved on the original die.

From these details it would seem clear that
there cannot be “ types,” properly so-called, of
the stamps in question; and the facts which
cutr President has been the means of ascertain-



34 Review or Reviews.

Feb. 10, 18g¢

ing demonstrate clearly the accuracy of obser-
vation displayed b r. E. D, Bacen in his
remarks on Kdr. ghrenbach’s paper to which
I have referred.

I am desired, in conclusion, to assure the
n:cmbers of the pleasure which it affords his
Royal Highness to be able to assist in the de-
liberations of the Society, and to express the
hope that the information which has been ob-
tained may be considered of some use in the
determination of the questions to which it
relates,

[We are confident that the foregoing inter-
esting Philatelic Note, which was communi-
cated to the members of the London Philatelic
Society as the direct outcome of the personal
researches made by its President, will be eagerly
welcomed by all who take any interest in stamp
collecting. ~ It evinces beyond doubt that the
presidency of H.R.H. the Duke of York is not
merely perfunctory, but that he takes an abid-
ing and keen interest in the more scientific
aspect of the pursuit, a point that it is neces-
sary to somegimes belabour, in view of the
manv unfounded statements that creep into a
credulous Press. As an instance hereof we
may cite the case of an influential provincial
journal which, as recently as November 13th
1avely announced the retirement of his Royal

ighness from Philately, and the sale of his
ccliection, the proceeds to be devoted to phil-
anthropic purposes! The result of the Duke
of York’s inquiries fitly terminates the very in-
teresting discussion that has ranged round the
question of “types” or variations of the 2 R.B.5.
of Denmark, and places on record the exact
cause of the varieties that occur. The fact that
the plaster casts were used for reproduction
from the matrix is very interesting, as it at
once indicates how the differences in the shape
of the figure “2” arose, viz., that in the case:
of divergence the plaster failed to fill in entirely
scme portions of the die of the numeral, and
that these being reproduced in blocks of ten,
constituted the varieties that recurred regularly
on the plate. The entire question has been
one both of interest and utility, and the suc-
cessful entrance of the President into the arena
of discussion will be hailed by all Philatelists
as the happiest of denouements.—Ed.]

(Phifatefp in tbe Stafes,

The Post Office—New York
BRAZIL.

The following list of stamps of the 189093
issue compiled by Mr. Joseph B. Leavy, well
knewn as a painstaking philatelist is a welcone
addition to our knowledge of the stamps of this
country. We have all the more pleasure in
publishing it, as it is based on the actual pos-
session of the stamps, which are in the collec-
tion of the writer,

Collectors of the stamps of Brazil, upon turn-
ing to the pages of the 58th cdition of the Stand-

ard Catalogue, have no doubt been dismayed
when they reached the 18go-18g3 issue. This
issue is headed as coming on thin and thick
paper, and is subdivided by three varieties of
perforations, a 12)% to 14, 4 11 and 11%, ¢
1214 to 14 by 11 and 11%. The collector of
varieties of perforations will naturally ask, “Do
ail the values (to say nothing of -the shades
mentioned) of the first division (a) come in all
the perforations, 1214, 13, 13%, and 147 Do
they all come on thick as well as on thin paper ¢”

Mz, Joseph B. Leavy has been specializing
in the stamps of this country for some time,
and has no doubt collected all or nearly all the
varieties of this issue. Through his kindness
in placing his collection at our service, we are
enabled to submit to our readers what we con-
sider a fairly complete list of the various shades
and perforations of these stamps arranged ac-
cording to the thickness of the paper. Should
any of our readers possess varieties not here
chronicled they would confer a great favour
upon us by submitting the specimens to us for
possible further additions to this list.

Mr. Leavy has arranged his collection some-
what differently from the catalogue, taking the
thick paper as the earher, and the perforations
in the order of their size—the largest first and
the compound perforations last—with the fol-
lowing results: —

Thick TPaper.
DPerforated 11.
20 reis, yellow green.

5o ,, yellow green.
200 ,, purple.

300 ,, slate violet,
soo ,, olive bistre.
1000 brown yellow,

l'erfn,r,ah’(l 1%,
20 reis, yellow green.

50 ,, yellow green.
200 ,, purple,

soo ,, Olive histre.
o0 ,, fawn.

1000 ,, brown yellow.
1000 yellow buff.

b2
Perforated 13.
20 reis, emerald green.

20 ,, vellow green.
50 ,, blue green.
50 ,, green.

so ,, yellow green.
50 ,, olive green.
200 ,, violet.

200 ,, purple.

300 ,, slate violet,
soo ,, dark olive.

500 ,, olive bistre.
700 ,, chocolate.

1000 ,, brown vellow.
1000 ,, Yyellow buff.
Perforated 13%.

20 reis, emerald green.

20 ,, vellow green.
50 ,, blue green.

50 ,, olive green.

50 ,, green.
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200 ,, violet.

300 ,, slate violet,
500 ,, bistre.

700 ,, chocolate.
1000 ,, brown yellow.
Perforated 14.

20 reis, emerald green.
20 gellow green.
50 ,, blue green.
so ,, green.

50 ,, olive green.
200 ,, purple.

joo ,, slate violet,
500 ,, olive bistre,
1000 ,, yellow buff,
Perforated 13 x 13%.
50 reis, olive green.
200 ,, purple.

200 ,, violet.

300 ,, slate violet.
Perforated 1344 x 14.
so reis, blue green.
50 ,, olive green.
200 ,, purple.

300 ,, slate violet.
500 ,, olive bistre,
Perfurated 14 x 13.
20 reis, emerald green.
w00 ,, purple.

300 ,, dark violet,
Perforated 11 x 13.

20 reis, blue green.
so ,, olive green,
300 ,, slate violet.
soo ,, olive bistre.
1000 ,, vellow buff.
Perforated 1134 x 13.
20 reis, blue green.
5o ,, vellow green.
1000 ,, vellow buff.
Perforated 11% x 13,
00 reis, olive bistre.
Perforated 11 x 133,
20 reis, emerald green.
Perforated 11 x 14.

20 reis, emerald green,

Thin Paper.
Perforated 11.
20 reis, dark yellow green.
so ,, vellow green.
200 ,, purple.
300 ,, slate violet.
Perforated 11%.
20 reis, emerald green.
20 ,, dark vellow green.
so ,, vellow yreen.
200 ,, violet.
300 ,, slate violet.
Perforated 13.
20 teis, emerald green.
20 ,, pale vellow green.
5o ,, bottle green.
so ,, dark green.
5o ,, olive green.
100 ,, lilac rose,
200 ,, violet,
200 ,, purple,

300 ,, dark slate violet.
3vo ,, purple blue,

300 ,, gray blue,
Perforated 13%.

20 reis, emerald green.

20 ,, olive green.

50 ,, borttle green.

50 ,, dark green.

50 ,, olive green.

100 ,, lilac ruse.

200 ,, violet.

200 ,, purple.
3uo ,, dark violet.

300 ,, purple blue.

300 ,, slate violet,
Perforated 14.

20 reis, emerald green.

50 ,, dark yellow green.

30 ,, dark green.

50 ,, olive green.

100 ,, lilac rose.

200 ,, violet.

200 ,, purple.
j00 ,, slate violet.

300 ,, purple blue.
Perforated 13 x 13%.

2c reis, emerald green.

50 ,, bottle green.

100 ,, lilac rose.

300 ,, violet.

300 ,, purple blue.

Perforated 1314 x 14,

20 reis, emerald green.

50 ,, dark vellow green.
200 ,, violet,

30 ,, slate violet,
Drrforated 14 x 13.

100 reis, lilac rose,
200 ,, violet.

300 ,, slate violet.
Perforated 11 x 13,

20 reis, vellow green.

200 ,, violet,

200 ,, purple.

300 ,, slate violet.
Drrforated 11 x 13%.

20 reis, vellow green.

300 ,, slate violet.
Perforated 11 x 14,

20 reis, emerald green.
300 ,, slate violet.
Derforated 11% x 3.

20 reis, emerald green.
200 ,, violet.

Perforated 1114 x 1314,
20 reis, vellow green,
200 ,, purple.

200 ,, violet.

300 ,, slate violet.

The 100 red lilac re-engraved is found only
on a paper entirely different from either the
thick or thin paper of the above issue, and
chould be listed in an issue by itseif.  The
paper on which this stamp comes is a wide-wove,
spongy paper easily distinguishable from the
paper of the stamps enumerated above: Mr.
l.eavy has found the 100 re-engraved in the




36 Review or REeviEws.

Feb. 10, 1859,

following perforations: 11, 13, 13%, 14, 13 X
13%4, 13% x 14,14 % 13,11 x I3, 11 X I13%, II
X 14, 11% x 13, and 11}4 x 14.

From the above list it will be seen that none
of the stamps of this issue are found perforated
12%, which should accordingly be dropped
from the catalogue, and as compound perfora-
tions of division (@) are numerous, the heading
should read 13 to 14, simple and compound;
¢ should read 13 to 14 by 11 and 114,

On the thick paper all the values are found
in one perforation or another, with the excep-
tion of the 100 reis. On the thin paper no
value above the 300 reis has been found. There
were evidently plenty of the higher values of
the thick paper on hand—in fact, they were
still on hand when the remainders of old issues
of Brazil were recently placed on the market.

The Metropolitan Philatelist—New York.

In addition to the notes on the Emergency
Issues of Cuba and Puerto Rico in our Decem-
ber number we have great pleasure in publish-
ing some more official information, which we
take from the above journal.

PUERTO RICO.

Through the kindness of my old friend, Mr.
N. Morera, of San Juan, P.R,, I can now give
the official quantities and denominations of
stamps of this Island surcharged “Habilitado
para 1898 y go,” also the words of the decree
authorising the surcharge.

The text of the decree reads:

ADMINISTRACION CENTRAL DE CON-
TRIBUCIONES Y RENTAS DE
LA ISLA DE PUERTO RICO.
CIRCULAR.

El Ilmo. Sr. Secretario de Hacienda, a pro-
puesta de este Centro, se ha servido disponer
que los sellos de comunicaciones, los de giro,
los de polizas de seguros y titulos de acclones
de Bancos y Sociedades y los de Aduana, cor-
respondientes al bienio de 1896 y 1897 se hahi-
liten en la cuatidad que sea necesaria para el
consumo en el actual bieno de 18¢8 y 1899,
cuya operacion se hara por medio de un sello
de’ goma que diga--“1808 v 1899.”

Lo que por disposicion de S. S. I. se inserta
en la Gaceta Oficial para general conocimiento,

Puerto Rico, 4 de Junio de 18gg.

El Administrador Central.
Nicolas Daubon.”

‘T'his decree, which appeared in the Official
Gazette of June 7, 1898 (No. 133), may be trans-
lated substantially as follows:

“Central Tax and Revenue Office,
“Island of Puerto Rico.
“CIRCULAR.

“The Honourable the Secretary of the Trea-
sury, as suggested by this office, has ordered
that such quantities of postage, bill of exchange,
insurance policy, hank share, and custom fee
stamps of the years 1890-1897 as may be neces-

sary for the biennial consumption, be made
good for the years 18g8-1899 by means of a rub-
ber stamp with 1808 and 189gg. i
“This order must be published in the Official
Gazette, etc., etc,
“Signed
Nicolas Daubon.”

The following is an official list of postage
stamps, surcharged June 8, 1898.

“Habilitado

para

1898 y 18g9.”

1 milesima,

2 milesimas.
1
centavo.
centavos.

200,000 of
500,000 of
100,000 of
300,000 of
300,000 of
2,000,000 of
100,000 of
300,000 of
300,000 of
70,000 of
50,000 of 20 ’
25,000 of 40 ’
6,500 of 8o '

My friend has been authorised to say that
officially no other stamps have been surcharged
in San Juan, Puerto Rico, since 1873; that
the ko-called “Provisionals” are fraudulent;
that the changes in value other than the changes
to 2 and 5 centavos on the War Tax stamps
are likewise fraudulent, and that the surcharged
4 milesimas on the 5 milesimas, 1898-99 type,
is the greatest fraud of all.

[P R VR N NN

(Pgifatefp on the Confinent,
THE STAMPS OF HOLLAND.,

Translated from the Timbre-Poste.

The first official notification having regard
to the postal service was published in the vear
1807 by the King of Holland. Beiore this time
and since the 1st of July, 1750, the postal ser-
vice of the provinces of Holland and of West
Frisia was under the administration of the
States, whereas outside these provinces the
postal service was in the hands of rural admin-
istrations, Corporations or private persons, as
it had heen before 1750 in the case of the pro-
vinces of Holland and West Frisia.

The official organisation of 1807 for the first
time united the postal service for all the pro-
vinces. 'The temporary annexation of the king-
dom of Holland by the French Empire rather
contributed to the unification of the postal ser-
vice than otherwise, and the rates and taxes
then introduced remained in force until the in-
dependence of Holland was assured.

By a roval decree dated 18 January, 1318,
No. 5 the old law of 1807 was re-established
slightly modified and remained in force until 1850,
when the great English system of 1839 was
adopted.

The necessity of a similar organisation of
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this branch of the public service made itself felt
also in Holland. The law published on the
12th April, 1850 (Staatsblad No, 135} fixed the
rates of postage and other rules concerning the
postal service.

L R 3

Article 9 of the decree of 12th April, 1850,
foreshadowes the introduction of postage stamps
for the pre-payment of letters.

The decree of 22nd December, 1850, fixes the
date of issue on the 1st January, 1852, instead
of 1st January, 1851, as originally intended.

The final decree containing the announcement
of the issue of the stamps is as follows :

No. 143.

Royal decree of 12 November, 1851, introduc-
ing the use of postage stamps.

We, William {I1., by the grace of God, etc., etc.

* * X *

We have decided and decide :

Art 1.—The day for the introduction of postage
stamps is fixed for the st of January, 1852,

Art 2.—The postage stamps are at the disposal
of the public n all oftices where letters are
accepted. They are provided by our Mini-
ster of Finance, and can be had for pay-
ment of their nominal value.

Art 3.—They bear our portrait and the inscrip-
tion Postzegel, as well as the indication of
the value.

Art y.—There are three kinds of postage stamps
namely five cents (?), ten cents (1), and
fifteen cents (7).

(In the Dutch language the plural of
cent. is cent. for instance 3 cent., 15 cent., al-
though official documents always speak of cents).
Art. 5.—Each value of these stamps is printed

in a ditferent colour as follows:—

Blue, the stamps of 5 cents

Red, the stamps of 10 cents

Orange, the stamps of 15 cent~

Art 6.—They are used to frank the postage of
letters addressed to the interior of the
country.
Thev can, however, be used also for letters
addressed to foreign countries, if the sender
dees not act contrary to the conventions
and provi-ions, that exist with foreign gov-
ernments and administrations  and con-
forming with the rules of article 1y here-
after. '

7.—The letters provided with stamps are

put by the sender~ into the letter boxes

which are now intended to receive unfranked
letter=.

8.—The franking of letters by payment to

the officials of the post office i~ still aliowed.

Our Minister will, however, instruct the

officials 10 aftix stamps to such letters.

9.—The stamps will have to be affixed in
the upper left hand corner of the address
side.

10.—More than one stamp of the same

value or of different values can be afhxed to

the same letter to complete the postage.
11.—Each stamp can only be used once.

The stamps affixed arc obliterated at the

Art

Art

Art

Art

Art

despatching office in a manner to be fixed
by our Minister of Finances.

12.—Letters franked with stamps, that have
been used already are surcharged and this
surcharge has to be paid by the addressee.
If, however, it can be seen, that the stamps
being used a second time, have been mani-
pulated in such a manner as to lead to
the belief that the obliteration has been re-
moved or by iny other method to obtain
real stamps it be acted in this case accord-
ing to the instructions of Art. 15 hereafter.
Art 13.—The value of the stamp or stamps used
for the franking of a letter must be at least
equal to the postage due.

As well the distance as also the weight
has to be taken into consideration, when
franking letters.

If insufticiently franked with stamps the
letter is surcharged with the difference of
the postage.
14.—The meaning of the last sentence of
the preceding article does not apply to
foreign letters when unsufficiently franked.
15.—Letters franked with postage stamps,
that are imitated or forged or with real
stamps the looks of which create suspicion
are kept back and put into the hands of
special officials who are ordered by law
to find out and prosecute the authors.
16.—Our Minister of Finance will prepare
a short notice for the public, describing
the wav in which postage stamps have to
be used and this notice will be sold to the
public at the lowest possible price.

Our Minister of Finance is charged with

the execution of ahove decree, one copy of

which will be sent to the Chambre gérérale des

Comptes to be published in the Staatstlad.

The Hague, 12 November, 1851,

The Minister of Finance WILLIAM.
Vin Bosse.

Art

Art

Art

Art

The foregoing decree in Art 16 spoke of a
chort notice to be prepared and this notice he-
ing rather intere<tny is here given in full:
Art .—Postage stamps are a means to frank
letters.  ['hev are principally used for in-
lund correspondence.  ‘Lhe use of postage
stamps is not obligatory in any case.

If preferred letters can be prepaid as
before. Letters can also be sent not
franked with the exception of single letters
for foreign countries,
z.—Evervone can procure postage stamps
at all post offices.

Thev are sold all the time that the office
is opcn to the public.

‘I'he stamps are only delivered for cash.

A higher price cannot be charged for
them, than the one printed on the stamps.

In the parishes where there is neither a
head nor a sub-post office stamps can be
ordered from the nearest office.

All orders of this description will be exe-
cuted free of charge, only the value of the
stamps has to be paid.

Art
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Art 3.—The stamps bear the portrait of the
King, the inscription Postzegel (postage
stamp) and the value in numerals.

There will be stamps of 5, 10, and 15 cents,

Each kind will be in a different colour
as follows:— )

Blue, the stamps of 5 cents

Red, the stamps of 10 cents

Orange, the stamps of 15 cents

Art 4.—The stamps will be printed on sheets
of paper each containing hundred

The price of each sheet is :

5 florins for the stamps of 5 cents

1o florins for the stamps of 10 cents

15 florins for the stamps of 15 cents

Each sheet is divided into 4 panes of 25
stamps for fl 1.2¢, 2.50, and 3.7;).

Art 5.—Intending buyers can obtain stamps

of any kind and in any quantity they like.

It is, however, desirable in the interest
of the service, that buyers should if possi-
ble take whole sheets of 100, panes of 25
or such quantities that can be divided by
5, therefore 5, 10, 15 stamps, etc.
v.—Postage stamps are provided on the
back with an adhesive matter, which has to
be moistened in order to be fixed on the
letters.

It is to the interest of senders to fix them
carefuily in order to avoid their becoming
detached.

They are to be placed in the top left hand

corner of the address side.

Art 7.—Mor€ than one stamp can be put on one
letter, they may he the same sort or differ-
ent. The kind of stamp is indifferent as
long as the postage is paid.

For instance to pay the postage of 10
cents one can affix two 5 cents or one 10
cent. stamp. To prepay 15 cents, one can
use a stamp of this value, or one 10 and
one 5 cent. or lastly three 5 cent. stamps.

Art 8. —Letters franked by means of postage
stamps can be thrown into the hoxes pro-
vided by the Administration.

Art 9.—The monetary value of the stamps,
with which a letter is franked must at least
be equal to the postage due.

If the monetary value is larger, the trea-
sury benefits by the surplus.

If on the contrary the monetary value is
smaller the letter is surcharged at the post
office and the supplementary postage has
to be paid by the receiver.

Art 10.—In order not to make any mistakes in
the calculation of the postage it is neces-
sary to know the basis, according to which
inland letters have to be franked. {'he
following have to bhe considered :

1. The distance between the despatch
office and the destination of the letter.

-

Ar

2. The weight of the letter, as soon as
it is more than 15 grammes.
Art 11.—Deals with the calculation of postages.

Art 12.—The following are a few examples,
which may serve as basis:
Single letters from Utrecht to Gouda § cents.

»» The Hague 10 ,,
s -Groningen” 15,
” ” " " i1} VOOl’h“fg 10 bE]
It costs 10 cents from Maarssen and Utrecht to

Arnheim.
It costs 5 cents from Maarssen to De Bilt.

Art 13.—When weigh more than 15

" " " "
3 " " ”

letters

grammes the postage is proportionately
augmented :

From 15 grand not exceeding 30 gr the postage is 2 times
L L] 30 LR E ) " " SO LA 2 L3 0 3 11}
" 50 ” » » 1 100 "N » ” 4 i1
" 100 1 9 i3] 13 250 1 ” ” S "
t2l 250 LR " » 4w LR L " " 6 11)
3 400, 4. 1 »n 550, 4 TS ST
15 85035 53 5 33 700, ,, w w8
1 7m LR 17 ” 850 LI 1 ” ” 9 ”
k3 ) 850 EA . ] ¥ " Im AT § ) " " 10 ”"”

and so on adding one postage for every 150

grammes,

Art 14.—Everyone can obtain a complete list
of postages at all post offices for 25 cents,

Art 15.—Letters, the postage of which is paid
in cash at the post offices, have stamps
affixed to the them to the sime value.

Art 16.—It 13 forbidden to use a postage stamp
more than once for franking.

In order to prevent stamps being used
again they are cancelled at the despatching
office after verification, and are by this
means of no value in future.

Art 17.—Letters posted and franked with forged,
imitated or falsified stamps or with stamps
that have heen used before etc., etc., are
kept and given to officials specially charged
with the discovery and prosecution of their
makers.

Art 18.—Although the stamps are specially in-
tended for the franking of inland letters
thev can nevertheless be used for foreign
letters, provided that all the rules concern-
ing the calculation of the postage relatif to
this kind of correspondence are observed.

‘These rules, being very much diversified
cannot be given here. It is best to apply in
such cases to the postal officials.

Foreign letters not sufficiently franked
are considered as not franked at all,

Such letters, the postage being paid in
cash, are not provided with stamps by the
postal officials.

Art 19.—Po~tage stamps can be used from the
15t of January, 1832,
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ANOTHER GREAT FIND.
ONI. OF THE GREATEST RARITIES
UNEARTHED IN MONTREAL.

A remarkable find was made in Montreal on
December 1gth, 18g8. A British Guiana 2c.
stamp, of the first is~ue, one of the rarest ~tamps,
was purchased by a Montreal dealer.

THE S$STORY OF THIE FIND.

Monday afternoon, December tgth,  mun
walked into the officc of Mr. R. C. Bach and
said: “Do vou huy old stamps?’ On being
told “Yes,” he produced a few old letters, say-
ing that he had some more at home. Mr. Bach
asked him how much he would take for the lot.
The man said that he did not know anything
about stamps, but thought that a stamp so old
ought to be worth something. Anyway, would
Mr. Bach give for them? Mr. Bach said
he would. and purchased the stamps. ‘Lhe
man left his addres< and promised to call with
the rest. And so one of the rarest stamps in
existence is now the property of Rudalph C.
Bach, of Montreal.

MARCIL 1o

. will be found in this number.

, 1899. {PRICE 3n.] No. 99.
On Wedne~dav. December 21+, the man
called again. He had with him three letters

hearing four <tamps in adl, ¢ pair and 2 singles,
Mr. Bach also purchased these.  “They were the
Sc. green British Guiana, caralogued at $i50
cach.  And that is the «tory of o great find.
A photographic reproduction of the 2c. stamp
We intended to
eive full particulars, but cannot do <o at pre-
-ent, s negotintions are now in progress for the
purchase of another lot of old stamps from the
came party.  We will, however, do so in our
next number,
From the Montreal Philatelist.

Our Post Office is inaugurating novel ideas.
The Metropolis of Great Rritain is going to
have a Sunday delivery from the i12th of Feb-
ruarv. If we could finish our paragraph here
we ~hould be extremely well pleased.  But our
post oftice doe~ no extra work without getting
<ome pay for it. So it is in this case.  letters
and packets forwarded by the ordinary night
mails from the provinces and marked “Express
delivery on Sundiy” will he delivered by special
messenger from the General Post-office, St.
Martin'~-le-Grand, in any part of the l.ondon
postal district on Sunday mornings. A special
fee of 3d. a mile will be charged. To live ten
miles from St. Martin’s-le-Grand is not a great
distance in a town of such vast dimensions.
But z shillings and 6 pence to pay will restrain
we are afraid, many people from sending such
letters.

‘I'he Iaston Stamp Bonk does not appear any
more and the editor . T.. Kilbon is writing now
for the Iastern Philatelist.  We are sorry o
have to natify the disappearance of this journal,



40 PHILATELIC JOURNAL OoF GREAT BRITAIN.

March 10, 185q.

e I = e

one of the best American philatelic magazines,
but then people cannot go on lusing money for
ever. Mr. Kilbon is continuing his article on
the Type and Die varieties, which he com-
menced in the Boston Stamp Book.

According to a Brazilian contemporary an
engraver cmployed by the Mint succeeded in
purloining the plate of the 280 reis and used
it for reprinting a  considerable number of
stamps of this value. He was found out and
received four years imprisonment. The pla‘e,
however has not heen found yet. The reprints
have a carminc shade, whereas the origina's
are vermilion,

Two American papers give the following num-
bers of the various values of the Omaha issue
printed by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing
and turned over to the Post Office Department.
The numbers differ shightly and the addition in
the Fost Office list is wrong, according to the num-
bers yiven it should be 250,557,790.

Post Office. Metropolifan.
1c. 70,304,200 70,938,700
2¢. 159,453,300 159,453,3co
4c. 4,918,200 4,918,200
5C, 7,690,780 7,090,780
8c. 2,923,900 2,923,900
10c. 4,624,360 4,624,360
50c. 530,180 530,180
185 56,790 56,790
2%. 56,080 56,080
250,556,790 251,192,290

Another provincial dealer has transferred his
head quarters to L.ondon. Messrs. Dright and
Son inform us that they have taken the shop
and premises No. 104, Strand, and will epen
oen April 1oth next. The husiness will be, as
during the last five vears, under the manage-
ment of Mr. Oliver.

Mr. W. . Palmer, the “Stamp King,” in-
forms us that owing to the coming down of a
portion of the Strand he has removed his busi-
ness to 7, Catherine Street.

THY. TAPLING COILLECTION,

Mr. E. ). Bacon has kindly informed us that
he has again changed the stamps on view at
the DBritish Museum and that he has put out
the Franch stamps since the 1862 (Octoher
jssue) and the Austrian stamps down to the
1867 issue,

Qe Leaves fo Cuf.

BRITISH INDIAN ADHESIVE STAMPS
SURCHARGED FOR NATIVE STATES,
By C. Stewart-Wilson.  Part 1I. 135 pp.
Price 6.

The second volume published by the Phila-
telic Society of India is a worthy successor to

the first and deals with the surcharged stamps
of Jhind, Nabha, and Patiala, called the Phul-
kian States,
Four plates illustrating the stamps embellish
the work, The smaller plates are well done,
the largest rather foggy and undistinct, and we
hope such large plates will be avoided in future.
In Jhind we find 44 regular stampt and
107 €rrors.

In Nabha we find 4o regular stamps and
141 errors, -

In Patinla we find 43 regular stamps and
244 CIrors

A veritable paradise for hunters after the ab-
normal,

The work of compiling this guide book must
have been very large and we congratulate both
the compiler and the Society.

Specialists of these countries will undoubtedly
hail with delight the appearance of this work,
which we strongly recommend to all our readers.

DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE of the POST-
AGE STAMDPS and CARDS issued by the
HONGKOXNG POST OFFICE by Juan Men-
carini.  Price 40 cents. .

This little work is brimful of information and
cven if the Stamps of Hongkong fill only a few
pages it wiil be found of great utility to all.
INustrations of ail the Chinese characters used
on the stamps are given and these no doubt
will prove of use in detecting forgeries. If the
virious surcharges had been illustrated in ori-
ginal size the value of the book would have been
increased.

A list of technical terms used in philately,
etc., reprinted from “Stanley Gibhons,” “The
Stamp,” and “ Scott,” fill the remainder of the
work.

As a reference list we can recommend this
book, but as a handbook to the student it can-
not be compared to other works.

HISTORY OF THE POSTAL ISSUES OF
HAWAIL. By B. C. Kenyon. 26 pp. &
plates. Price gs.

This work although printed in 18¢5 has only
just come 1o hand. Being an Ameriacn pubhi-
cation the recent annexation of Hawaii by the
United >tates has no doubt given a fresh im-
petus to the collection of the stamps of these
1slands.

The plates are exceedingly well done, clear
and distinct; the printing is careful and easily
readabie. Copious footnotes are attached to
nearly every issue giving the printers, etc. ; the
reprints arc described ; the type-set issue, the
first as well as the retouched plates (10 varieties)
are illustrated ; of the later issues the quantities
printed, the errors in the surcharged issue of
18093 are fully detailed.

In all 192 stamps, envelopes, cards, etc., are
listed and we must say we have rarely seen more
information put up in such a small compass
as in the work under review.

We may add that no collector of the stamps of
Hawaii can do without this work,
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INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC COLLEC-
TORS DIRECTORY. By A. C. Derlam.

As far as print and arrangement is concerned
this address-book will recommend itself to all
being put up in a handy form, alphabetically
arranged and easily readable.  Although the
author seems to have revised his manuscript
very carefully we cannot but be struck with
many glaring errors. In one case the name of
a collector is given who has been dead some
2!3 years, To a certain extent we can excuse
this, although the collector was well known and
his collection fetched a good price when sold
by auction. But when the President of the
Dresden Philatelic Society is still given as liv-
ing at Leipzig, a town from which he removed
nearly 3 vears ago, then we think the author
has no excuse. We mav mention furthermore
that Lozells is not in Liverpool, but in Birming-
ham, that Stamford Hill is not in Manchester,
but in London.

Of course mistakes will occur when such books
are undertaken single-handed. Taking this
address-book in comparison with others that
have appeared lately we find it is by far the
best and most reliable.

Mexico, 1861, 2 (Keafes rose,

(We take the following from the Awmerican
Journal of Philately as we think it is interesting
as showing the acumen of a keen collector and
we congratulate Mr, Chapman on his success
in obtaining proof of his theory.—lid. I'.J.G.B))

. November zgth, 1898,
The Editor, “The American Journal of Phil-
ately”:

Sume months ago, with the courteous permis-
siun of the Government, 1 was making certain
inquiries at the Post Office at Puebla, in con-
nection with the early history of the Mexican
postage stamps, and | came across certain pe-
culiarities in the numbers of stamps sent from
the General Post Oftice which arrested my atten-
tion, thus:

I real. 2 reales.

Invoice §, of February, 1861, covered 2,000 & 2,000

w28, s 18, 1861 »w 3,000 & 3,000
But ,, 151, May 1st. s 9,600 & 3,040

As there were 8 reales to the peso the num-
her 9,600 is not to he wondered at in licu of
10,000 but 3,040 2 reales secemed curious as re-
presenting $700.00 when one might at least
have expected $800.00, s0 as to make an even
%2,000 with the 9,600 stamps of 1 real. However
thinking that this might have been nothing
more than some broken sheets sent to clear off,
I decided to investigate further and found :—

1 real. 2 reales.

Invoice 198, of June 26, 9,600 & 3,8c0
w214, ,, August ? 4,000 & 3,800
» 251, 4, November 12, 4,000 & 3,800
266, ,, December 27, 4,000 & 3,800

The persistence of multiples of g5 led me to

investigate the branch office accounts and 1
found (without giving all invoice-), as follows:
1 real. 2 reales.

May 6, Invoice 46, Tchuacan, 200 380
July 7, w56, ” g0 760
July i3, . 57, Nopalucan, 200 190
July 31, ' 58, Tlaxcala, 200 190
Avgust 12, 62, San Marlin, 200 190
October 7, " 68, Chalchicomula, 270 190
November 10, ,, 71, Tepeaca, 200 935
Natember 10, , 72, Cholula, 200 95
December 4, ,, 78, Tlaxcala, 200 190

1 then formed a theory that some accident
had occurred to the plate, and a row of ten or
a block of five erther top or hottom had been
cut off. By searching amony 2r. stamps of this
issue, I found some with a serious flaw, so seri-
ous that the plate must have been badly broken
and tearing the paper, and have now, thonks
to the Scott Stamp and Cdin Co., found a block
showing that the position of the flaw wis the
ninth stamp on the last row, which confirmed
to my mind the theory that, as the break showed
signs of spreading, this row was cut off.

Truly yours,
S. CHADP'MAN,

A DEFINITE DECISION.

Yesterday the department came to a defi-
nite decision in regard to the periodical stamps,
and m about ten davs collectors throughout
the country will be able to buy them at $182.93
le~s than their face value, numely, as previousty
predicted, at &5 per sct.

Uncle Sam has decided to sell 50,000 sets at
this figure. There has becen no restriction put
upon the number of sets to be suld to anvone,
and it desires to be distinctly understood that
nat one et in addition to the 50,000 will be sold,
and if after the 31st of next December all these
sets are not sold they will be destroyed.

Yo stimps of the older i->ue will be placed on
sale, hut they will all be destroved at once.
This i~ done because there aire only o few com-
plete sets on hand. It is also steted that the
~tamps ire to he placed on sale at all first clivss
po-t offices throughout the country, hut this
15> probably an error.

Plate number and bluck collectors will be
glad to know that the stamps will be sold an
strips or blocks, although complete sets must
be taken in each instance. ‘The department,
however, does not guarantec that the stamps
sold will be well centred or perforated on all
four sides. 1 he sets sold will not be surcharged
in anv way but in their original condition. WMe
have not heard definitely whether this applhics
to the $35 stump as well o> the others.

Vrom the Melropolitan Philutdist,
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P.3.G. 3. Rdvettiser HOvertising MRates.

PrICE PER INSERTION :

Unce, 3times. Gtimes. i21imes,
5. d. s d. s. d s.
1 page 300 27 0 226 20 0
Y4page 180 16 6 136 120
14 page 10 0 90 76 66
14 page ... 6o 56 4 6 40

No smaller displayed advertisements will be taken
than 1-8th of a page.

Advertisements smaller than tms must be inserted
in the EXCHANGE COLUMN, which in future
will be reduced to the rate of SIX WORDS A
PENNY, irrespective of length. They will be in
serted in smail 1ype and no display whatever allowed

BUSINESS CARDS g/-for 12 INSERTIONS

CASH IN ADVANCE.

TBe (PBifafefic Fournaf of Great
Britain,

@nd the (P.3.6.05. @doerfiger.

SUBSCRIPTIONS : —
PPer Anuum 2/6 post [ree.
Single numher . e 3d. s
All subscriptions coninence with January,
L’ABONNEMENT :—
Paran Fes 3.15 franco.
5y DUINCEYO +« 0.30 "
Tout abonnement est daté du Janvier.
BEZUGSPREIS :—
M. 2 50 post frei.
i3] o) 25 "

I'er Jahr
Jede Nuuwner

MARCH 1oth, 18¢8.

However heneficial our Pt
Postal Office i~. yet there are several
Anomalies. matiers that really ought tu be

luoked into, because the injus-
tice of some of the charges is so clear, that one
might think that directing the attention of the
authorities to the unequal burdens borne by
members of the ~ame trade would have had the
desired result. But although the inequality,
and we may add gross unfairness in the postal
chargres on publications have been pointed out
to the postal authorities hundreds of times, the
puwers that be are so wedded to a faulty system,

L[]

that nothing short of an upheaval of the public
will produce any alteration.

Why one publisher should pay a half-penny
for the postage of his paper or journal, whether
the weight thereof is half an ounce or one pound
and another a haltpenny for every two ounces
does not seem quite clear to us, yet such is the
case. How illogical this preference of some
papers over others 1s, can be seen best when
compared with the present postal rate on letters,
Under it newspapers are treated on a par with
letters, an absurd idea, which does not exist
and would not exist long in any other civilised
country. Why some papers have to pay the
same postage for the same weight for being de-
jivered ten miles from the publishing office or
10,000 miles is a puzzle which we leave to the
postal authorities to solve.

It is quite evident that sumc alteration is
needed and we hope the public will support us
in our endeavour to prevent a flourishing in-
dustry in this country strangled by the red tape
of othcialdom.

This month we introduce to

Our the notice of our readers a nhew

Compendium feature which we hope will meet
for 1898.  with their approval.

Some vears ago Mr. Wewrs
compiled a list of articies, that had appeared
in the philatelic pres<. ‘Ihis list we publi<hed
in thi< journal in 1891 and 'gz2, but since then
no further lists have appearcd.  For the phila-
teli-t, however, it is of the greatest importance
to know where and when pood articles have
appeared, and it has always been a matter of
regret to us that the list by Mr. Wears was not
continued.

This vear, however, we begin to publish the
first instalment of our compendium, which we
hope to keep up year by year, publishing each
vear the best philatelic articles that have ap-
peared in the various journals during the past
vear, Of course we schedule only the best
journals of those, of which copies have been
sent us. When editors do not send u-~ any
exchange copies we can, of course, not index
them and must perforce come to the conclusion
there are none to index or that they themselves
do not consider their journals worth mention-
ing, and of this they must be the best judges
themselves,

Our readers may rest assured, that we have
only taken the pick of the journals and also
the pick of the articles. T'he Roman figures
denote the number of the volume, the Arabic
figures the page.

In conciusion we beg alt publishers and
cditors who want their publications to appear
in this compendium to be good envugh to send
their exchange copies regularly,
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Srerbia.

By GEC. B. DUERST.

Continued from Page 26.

I1 Printing. Delivered 20 May, 1866,

Same as last in all respects, but the lines of the backyround are now dotted, no doubt, caused by
the wearinyg of the leadea clichés. Two papers, however, have been used, one is coloured through-
out, the other only surface coloured. Imperforate.

1 para dark green on violet paper

1 ., " 4, rose » back white
2 pare copper colour ,, lilac "
2 ,, chocolate woom »

The error 15 said to be only a proof, from official sources { have learnt, that it was never used.

These stamps were in use until about the middle of the year 1867, therefore only about 14
months.

Of this second printing I have heen fortunate enough to see a few sheets as weill as some large
blocks and on examination 1 find that the stamps are printed from one plate as the varieties men-
tioned later on occupy always the same place on the sheets. As [ said before the stamps were printed
with leaden clichés, and give in consequence of the soft metal a very imperfect impression. The
stamps of the first printing show the identical varieties, but whether they occur in thr same places on
the sheets I amn unable to say, but 1 am fully convinced that this is the case in some instances from
pairs that | have examined.

My readers will remember [ stated this issue to be printed in sheets of 12 stamps in 3 rows of
4 stamps. These I shall number as follows :

f
i
1 3 4
J 6 7 8
|
9 10 11 12
1 Para.

There is a small dot between the figure of value in the lower left corner and the frume.
No absolutely distinctive mark, therefore normal.
The left hand top corner is rounded off.
The thick outer line at the top is very irregular towards the right-hund corner ; the inner line
is missing, and the circle does not touch the frame.
The line forming the frame in the top right-hand corner is broken about % mm. from the top.

6. The thick line forming the frame on the left-hand side is broken 2 mm. from the tap.

7. The two downstrokes of the I’ of PARA are connected by a curved line.

8. There are two colowed dots in the left-hand top corner.

9. Normal variety, at least | cannot discover any marked variation repeated on the same stamp
of other sheets.

to. ‘There isa small coloured dot under the head of R of PARA, thus P, and one pearl in the
pearl circle is missing on the right.

11. The three lines between the figures of value and the I’ of PARA are much thicker.

12.  The figure of value in the lower right-hand corner is joined to the frame and no upstroke is
visible.

ke ol

2 Pare,
1. There is a dot between the TSCH and the T of POTSCHTA and the lower right-hand corner
s broken.
2. There is a dot under the TSCH of POTSCHTA.
3. The upper portion of the first A of PARA is guite closed.
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There are two dots, one on either side of the upper half of the A.

The centre pearl in the lower bend of the circle has no dot.

All the pearls have coloured dots, and there is a dot hefore the P of POTSCHTA.
There is a pearl missing on the upper left-ha 1d side of the circle.

There is a break in the lines of the upper left-hand corner.

Of this value I have only seen the upper portions of several blocks, I cannot therefore give the
exact distinguishing marks nor their rotation. | trust, however, that soine readers will help me in my
endeavour to complete the list.

N.B.—The writer is making further researches regarding this issue, which when complete will be
published. Meanwhile, every reader is requested tolforward any information which may iead to clear
up the still doubtful points, and of these there are many, to the Editor.

PN G &

Issue of 1 July, 1866.

Meanwhile the stamps ordered from Vienna had arrived, but as stamps of the values of 1 and 2
para had been manufactured and were still on hand the order for these two values was cancelled, the
order for the clichés and plates however was executed, and these were sent to Belgrad together with
the plates of the higher values.

Profile of Prince Michael Obrenowitsch [I1. to theleft on a horizontally lined background in a
circle composed of 77 pearls, surmounted by a scroll bearing the inscription in Russian : K SRBSKA
POTSCHTA (Princely Servian Post), below in a straight label there is the figure of value and the
word PARA. All the inscriptions are in colour on whlte ground. The four corners contain the
figures of value in white on coloured ground. Printed in Vienna on medium white wove paper in
colours. Perf 12,

10 para, yellow, orange.
20 ,, rose, light rose.
40 ,, Dlue, dull blue.

Most of these stamps are obliterated with the old cancellation * naplatscheno,” meaning paid or
franked This no doubt is the reason for the statement that they /ad not to be obliterated with a date
cancellation, but whether such an order was issued is unknown to me.

Of this printing only very small quantities had been? sent to Belgrad, [ have seen some figures
stated, but whether they come from official sources or not, they appear very doubtful to me, so | prefer
to leave them out.

At the same tiune, that the stamps were sent from Vienna to Belgrad, the printing plates and other
material were also forwarded. The stamps of the present issue being nearly exhausted, a fresh supplv
was ordered and printed at Belgrad.

Issue ‘end of 1866.

Identical in all respects to last issue, but printed on medium thick white or yellowish and on very
thin white wove paper and perforated ¢)z.
A : On medium thick white paper.
10 para, yellow, orange.
20 ,, rose, carmine,
40 ,, ultramarine.
3} : On medium thick yellowish paper.
20 para, carmine.
C : On medium thick yellow paper.
20 para, carmine.
D ¢ On very thin white wove paper,
10 para, yellow, orange.
20 ,, pale rose, carmine, deep carmine.
40 ,,  milky blue, ultramarine.

MINOR VARIETIES.

20 paras, a. There is a small coloured dot under the beginning of the horizontal stroke of the figure
2 in the lower label.
b. There is a small coloured dot under the end of the horizontal stroke of the figure 2 in
the lower label,
c.  With both these dots.
40 paras. Th(;}re 1s a small coloured dot over the horizontal stroke of the figure 4 in the lower label ;
thus 4°
One of the clichés on the plate of the 20 paras was damaged and the figure of value in
the lower right hand corner looks like e,

70 be Continued,



March 10,18gg.

PHILATELIC JouRNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN, 45

@rticfes thaf Bove @ppeared in fBe

Poifatefic (Press in 1895
COMPILED BY G. B. DUERST,

A
Alsace-Lorraine.
Revue Postale 1., 81, 116.
Moniteur Philatélique VIII.,
Alwar.
Stanley Gibbons IX., 77.
Argentine Republic,
Metropolitan VIIL., 110.
Timbre-Poste XXXVI. . 40,
Colleccionador de Sellos I1L., 22,
Austria.
Dresden Philatelist XIX, 383.
London Philatelist VIL., 13, 18
Moniteur Philatélique VIIL, 112

B

aden.
Mitteldeutsche Phil. Zeitung VII., 4.
Postwertzeichen XI., 7 .
Qesterreichische Zeitung IL., G.
Bamra.
Stanley Gibbons IX., 92.
Bavaria.
Postwertzeichen XI., 3,
111, 129, 141, 178,
Bechuanaland, British,
Philatelic Chronicle VII., 55
Belgmm
J.G.B. VIIIL., 21, 111, 163.
\merwan Journal of PhlIately XI., 9, 145, 229.
Austrian Philatelist V., 19.
Moniteur du Collectionneur VIIIL., 208,
Moniteur Philatélique VIII., 127,
Revue Postale 1., 22, 141,
Timbre-Poste XXXVI., 154,
Bergedorf.
r.J.G.B., VIII., 157,
Deutsche Brief, Zeitung IX.,, 72.
Dresden Philatelist XIX., 280.
Timbre-Poste XXXVI., %.
Bermuda.
P.J.G.B., VIIIL., 237.
Philatelic Monthly XXIV., 98.
Philatelic Record, XX., 110,
Revue Phil. Belge V., 167.
Stanley Gibbons [X., 59.
Bolivia.
Dreaden Philatelist XTIX., 107.
Nordisk Filatelistic V., 47.
Philatelic Record XX., 88, 115, 163, 184, 206.
Brazil.
P.J.G.B. VIIL., 24, 45.
Post Office VIIIL., 108.
Colleccionador de Sellos TIL., 23, 60, 80, 98,
107, 113, 195.
Revista Phil, do Braail IIL., 27, 37, 74
Bremen.
Nordisk Filatelistik V., 115.
Revue Phil. Belge V., 153, 169.
British South Africa.
Post Office VIIL., 93, 105.
British Central Africa.
London Philatelist VII., 266.
Brunswick.
Deutsche Brief. Zeitung IX., 106
Bulgaria.
Deutsche Brief, Zeitung IX., 199
Nordisk Filatelistic V., 209.
Postwertzeichen XI., 128, 155.
Pundi.
American Journal of Philately XI., 21.
Philatelic Record XX., 36.
Revue Phil. Belge V., 74, 86,

62, 76, 171.

35, 42, 50. 67, 79, 99,

C

Californian Locals.

Philatelic Record XX., 141
Canada.

P.J.G.B. VIII., 53.

International Philatelist VI, 4.

Stanley (nbbons VIIL., 175, 195, 235.
Cape of Good Hop

Dresden Phl]atehst XIX.,

Philatelic Chronicle VII., 8:;

Philatelic Record XX., 8.
Ceylon.

Stamps II., 91, 108, 120, 141, 157.
Chile.
P.J.G.B. VIII., 259.

American Journal of Philately XI.,

Post Office VIIL., 143
China.

Nederlandsch Tijdsehrift IV., 176.
Columbia.

Fastern Philatelist XXI1I., 2.

Revue Phil. Belge V., 41
Confederate States.

PJ.G.B. VIIIL., 179, 213.

American Journal of Philately XTI., 280, 321,

Dresden Philatelist XIX., 61,

Stanley Gibhons VIIT., 231.

Timbre-Poste XXXVI., 87,

Virginian Philatelist T., 106, 129, TT., 42, 49.
('nha,

Metropolitan X.. 85.

Philatelic Chronicla VITT,, 10

437, 489,

D
Denmark.
American Journal of Philately XI., 157,
Fastern Philatelist XXI., 24,
London Philatelist VTI., 3t, 306.
Nordisk Filatelistic V., 18.

B
Eaypt.
Oesterreichische Brief. Zeitung II., 4.
F
TFinland.
Nordisk Filatelistic V., 125
France

P.LG.B. VITL., 217.

Berliner Brief. Zeitung V., 125,
Oesterreichische Brief, Zeitung I, 17,
Collectionneur des T.-P, I1I., 141, 171,
Moniteur Philatélique TI., 12,
Nederlandseh Tijdschrift IV., 85.
Post Office VIIL., 125, 145.
Postwertzeichen XI., 95, 105.

Revue Phil. Francaise 1X., 146.
Revue Postale I., 81.

Timbre-Poste XXXVI., 7.

¢}
Germany.
Dresden Philatelist XIX, 56.
Great Britain.
P.J.G.B., VIII., 92,
London Plulatellst VII., 104, 128, 137, 223, 258,
Philatelic Chronicle V II 28, 38, 46, VIII.,5, 20,
Alfred Smith and Co., No. 283, 285,
Stanley Gibhons VIII., 125, 181, 200, IX., 97.
Greece.
Philatelic Chronicle VII., 60,
Philatelic Monthly XXIV., 4
Revue Phil. Belge V., 59.
Guatemala,
Revue Pastale 1., 4, 197,
Gum.
PJ.G.B. VIIL., 97, 116.
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H

Hamburg.
Deutsche Brief. Zeitung IX., 40, 57.
Nordisk Filatelistic V., 128.
Revue Phil. Belge V., 150.
Hankow.
American Journal of Philately XI., 201.
Mayti.
Nederiandsch Tijdschrift TV., 50.
Philatelic Record XX., 63.
American Journal of Philately XI., 49,
Heligoland.
Nordisk Filatelistic V., 150.
Die Post V., 51,
Stanley Gibhons VIII., 155,
Holland.
Metropolitan 1X., 79, 122, 131, 147.

Nederlandsch Tijdschirft IV., 52, 70, 113,

Die Post V., 91, 99, 118,
Stanley Gibbons VIII., 141,

Timbre-Poste XXXVI., 122, 135, 152, 171, 1K

I

Teeland.
Eastern Philateliat XXI.. 8.
Nordisk Filatelistic V., 75.
Tndia.
P.J.G. 3. VIIT., 9,
Philatelic Record XX., 215,

J
Jamaiea.
Philatelie Chronicia VIT., 30,
Japan.

P.J.G.RB., VIIL, 102

Nederlandsch 'l‘ijdsol.lrift IV., 127, 14, 157, 17

Revue Postale 1., 41, 67.
Virginian Philatelist II., 77.

K
Kashmir,
Philatelic Record XX., 142,
L

Teeward Islands.
Revue Postale 1., 62.
Levant Stamps.
Moniteur Philatélique TI., 13.
Lithograpnhy.
P.J.G.B. VIII., 124,
T.omhbhardo-Venetia.
Francohollo VI., 587.
London Philatelist VII., 183,
Postwertzeichen XIL., 90,
Lubeck,
Deutsche Brief. Zeitung 1X., 75, 157.
Dresden Philatelist XIX., 281.
Postwertzeichen XI., 47.

Luxembhurg.

Dresden Philatelist XTX., 416,

M

Madagascar.

Revue Postale I., 158,
Mauritius.

Metropolitan VITI., 129,
Mexico.

Collectors’ Journal XX., 47,

Dresden Philatelist XTX., 53.

London Philatelist V1I1., 169,

Revue Postale 1., 29.

Stanley Gibbons VIIL., 214, IX., 22, 39,
Virginian Philatelist T., 133.

Moldavia,

Oesterreichische Brief. Zeitung II., 2, 20.
Revue Postale I., 105.

N

New Caledonia.

Moniteur Philatélique 11., 1.

Newfoundland.

PJ.G.B. VIIL., 25. .
Metropolitan VIII., 122,
Philatelic Record XX., 9.

New South Wales.

London Philatelist VII., 186, 231, 254.
Revue Postale I., 57.

New Zealand.

PJ.G.B., VIII., 125, 194.
Philatelic Monthly XXIV., 6.
Philatelic Record XX., 137.
Post ORice VIII., 85,

Norway

ay.
PJ.G.B. VIIL., 19, 43.
Berliner Brietmarken Zeitung V., 3, 19, 85
49, 65, 81, 113,
Nordisk TFilatelistic V., 86, 98, 112,
Philatelic Record XX., 5, 32, 57,

P

Paragnay.

Stamps T1., 146, 162,
Virginian Philatelist IT,, 13, 18,

Peru.

London Philatelist VIT.. 4.
Post Ottice VII1., April.
Revue Phil. 1'rangaise 1X., 40,

Thilippines,

Timbre-Poste XXXVT., 102,

Portugal.

Revue Phil. Francaise IX., 98.
Revue Postale 1., 89, 126.

Prussia.

Dresden Philatelist XIX., 154,

Puerto Rico.

Metropolitan X., 85,
Philatelic Chronicle VIIL., 10.

Q

Queensland.

Metropolitan VIIT., 138.
Philatelie Chronicle VII., 39,

R

i Rennion.

Deutsche Brief. Zeitung 1X., 93.
Timbre-Poste XXXVI., 56, 75.

Romagna.

Deutsche Brief. Zeitung IX., 37, 59.

Roumania.

P.J.G.13., VIIL., 51, 74, 127,

American Journal of Philately XI., 193, 401, 455.
DNeutsche Brief. Zeitung IX., 1, 55.

Revue Postale 1., 105.

Russia.

Deuteche Brief. Zeitung IX., 105.
S

Saxony.

Deutsche Brief. Zeitung IX., 17.

Sehleswig-Holstein.

P.J.G.B. VIIL., 7, 31, 58, 77.
Metropolitan VIIL., 141.
Post Office VII., 125, 137, VIIL., 5, 35.

Sicily,

Philatelie Record XX., 11.

Sierra Leone.

Stanley Gibhons VIII., 158.



8

arch 10, 18og PHILATELIC JOURNAL oF GREAT BRITAIN. 47
pain. . . Mr. Habprow, 145th Sale, Feb. 271h.

Madrid_Filatelico II., 52, Messrs, BuH1. & Co., 64th Sale, Feb. 28th.

Revue Phil. Francaise IX., 128. " Vesrton, Burl, & Coorer, 124th Sale,

Stanley Gibhons VIII., 197, IX., 26, 61, 75.
Straits Settlements.
P.J.G.B., VIII., 250.

Switzerland.
London Philatelist VII., 308.
T
Tahiti.

P.JI.G.B., VIIIL,, 103.

Bastern Philatelist XXI., 30.

Filatelic Facts and Fallacies V1., 115.

New York Philatelist 1V., 26,
Thurn and Taxis.

Mitteldeutsche Brief. Zeitung VIL., 5.

Revue Postale 1., 16.
Tonga.

P.J.G.B. VIIIL., 62, 76.

Philatelic Record XX., 60, 91, 119, 208, 235,
Transvaal.

Philatelic Record XX., 204, 238, 259
Trinidad.

American Journal of Philately XT., 159,
Turkey.

Austria Philatelist, 18

Dreaden Philatelist XIX., 7. 62, 108, 157,

241, 284, 319, 349, 384, 420,
Timbre-Poste XXXVI., 23,

U

United States of America.
P.J.G.B. VIII., 117, 127.
American Journal of Philately XI., 1, 13,
177, 221, 261, 272, 303, 313, 347, 357, 392,
429, 447, 479, 497.
Eastern Philatelist XXI., 9.
Evergreen Philatelist IX., 9.
Dresden Philatelist XIX., 112,
International Philatelist V1., Feh.
London Philatelist VII., 98, 154.
Philatelic Monthly XXIV., 49.
Post Office VIII., 27, 38, 41.
Philatelic Record XX., 122, 167, 240.
Stamps II., 50, 66, 82, 114,
Timhre-Poste XXXVI., 8.
Urnguay.
P.J.G.B., VIII., 241.
Deutsche Brief. Zeitung TX., 159,

148,
409,

A
Venezuela.
Revue Phil. Belge V., 10.
Victoria.

Philatelic Record XX., 267.
Stanley Gibbons IX., 78.

Z

Zanzibar.
Post Office VIII., 14, 79.
Philatelic Record XX., 39.

@Buction Beporfs,

The following have held auctions since last report :—-
Messrs. T uTrick & Simpsox, Feb. 7th and 8th,
' CHEVELEY & Co., 140th Sale, Feb. 13th.
, BuHi, & Co., 63rd Sale, Feh. 14th & 15th.
” VeNTOM, BuLL, and CooPER, 123rd Sale,
Febh, 16th and 17th.
Mr. R S. Gray, 16th Sale, Feb. 18th (Glasgow).

| March znd and 3ed,
' Purrick & Simpson, March 7th and 8th.

AR
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ITis Honour Judge Prrierick, Q.C.
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VERXON ROBERTS, Manchester.
REv. W, BriL, Cork,

Presudent—
II. R. OuLpFIELD, Londen,

Vice-Presidents—

W. DorxiNG BrekTox, Manchester.
H. I.. lfavymax, London.

Committee—

F. ExpsoN, Birmingham,

W. Habrow, London.

W. G. Hawkins, London.

J. E. JoskrLiN, London,

W. B. KiIRKPATRICK, Bournemouth.
W. MAaTTHEWS, London.

S. C. SKktrroN, Salishury.

C. T. REEL, London.

H. TuoxMpsoN, London,

B. W. WarHURST, London.

Hon. Sec. and Treasurcr—
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Hon. Librarian—

B. W. WaRHURST, 1§, Paultons Square, Chelsea,
London, S.W,
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W. Haniow, 331, Strand, London, W.C,
Hon. Solicitors—
Messrs, OLDFIELD, BarRTRAM & OLDFIRLD, St.

Stephen’s Chambers, Telegraph Street, Moorgate
Street, London, E.C.

MEMBERSHIP.

Candidates for admission must be over 18
years of age, and supply at least two satisfactory
references. They wili then be proposed for
election, and if no objection be lodged within
fourteen days, be duly elected. The entirance
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fee, 25. 6d. and subscription, §s., should accom-
pany the application, and will be refunded in the
event of the non-election of the applicant.

The tollowing is now proposed in accordance with
the above :—

THOMAS EDWARD LAURENSON, KRomsey,
Hants.
NEW MEMBER.
STANLEY BARRATT, Maida Vale, London, W.

RESIGNATIONS.
A. Bruck, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
Hong Kong. J. Milson, Ealing.

LIBRARY.

The Hon. Librarian acknowledges with thanks
The Philatelic Record, Feb., from Messis. Bihl & Co.
The Stamp Collectors’ Journal, Feb., from Messrs.
Nunn, Graves & Co  Any Donations to the Library
gladly received and duly acknowledged.

NOTICES.

The fifth meeting of the season took place at Fssex
I1all, on Feb. 15, there being present Messrs C. I
Forbes, H. Thompson, L. W. Fulcher, and the Hon.
Sec. Mr. Forbes concluded his display of Persia which
was duly appreciated by those present. Regret was
expressed at the small attendance, and Mr., Forbes
expressed his willingness to show again on another
occasion. The next meeting will be held on March 13,
at Essex Hall, at 8 p.m., when the President will give
a display of Servia, Members are again urged to attend
these meetings and support the Committee in making
them a success.

THOS. H. HINTON,

Ilon. Sec. and Treasurer,
Int. Phil, Union.

J. Kirkwood,

5, Paultons Square,
Chelsea, London, S.W.
March 3rd, 1899.

EDINBURGH.

THE SCOTTISH PHILATELIC SOCiETY.—The
annual meeting of this society was held in s,
St. Andrew Square, on the evening of the gth
of January.

Present: Mr. R. S, Richardson, and latterly
Mr. Adam Smail, vice-president, in the chair,
Dr. Ballantyne, and Messrs. Fleming, Kerr,
Hobbs, Innes, Henderson and Fish.

The minutes of the previous meeting having
been read and adopted, Mr. ]. G. Smithson
(Hull} was elected a member.

Messrs. Henderson and Kerr were chosen to
audit the accounts for the past year.

The election of office bearers for the present
year resulted as follows :—Honorary president,
Adam Smail ; honorary vice-presiﬁcm, R, S.
Richardson; committee, J. W. Ballantyne,

®M.D., A. Henderson, R. Kerr, R. Stewart,

S.S.C., the Hon, President, vice-President, and
Secretary ex officio; honorary secretary and
treasurer, Wilham Fish, M A.

The Secretary then handed over to Mr. Hobbs
the librarian, a copy of the A.B.C. Catalogue,
3rd edition, Kindly presented to the society by
Messrs. Bright and Son, Bournemouth.

‘Mr. Kerr then exhibited his collection ot
Sritish stamps unused, and it met with much
admiration.  Mr. Richardson displayed seve-
ral sheets of very neatly mounted copies of
Pritish adhesives, Mulready envelopes and
wrappers, and immaculate copies of the zd.
blue and td. red, and contemporary envelopes,
of 1843 sent as specimens to the postmasters
throughout the country.

AMr. Henderson showed a most interesting
collection in Skipton’s album,

Mr. Hobbs showed a copy of the Xmas
Canada 2 cent. stamp, the first issued under
the extended Penny Postage System ; and Dr.
Ballantyne showed an envelope recovered from
the train that was wrecked in the Tay Bridge
disaster of December 2gth, 187¢; and also an
envelope bearing the curious error of a post-
mark dated “Selkirk, 1981.”

23rd of January. A special meeting of the
saciety was held at 24, Melville Street, at the
invitation of Dr. Ballantyne, to view his collec-
tion of stamps of the British Kmpire.

The following members were present: Mr.
Adam Smail, the president, and Messrs. Fish,
Fleming, Henderson, Hobbhs, Innes, Macin-
tyre, and Miller.

After being most kindly received and most
hospitabiy entertained by Dr. and Mrs. Ballan-
tyne, the company settled down to a philatelic
treat of the highest order. The collection was
lnid out alphabetically, so that each member
could nt once turn to his favourite country.
‘1ne quantity of the treasures displayed, and
the ncatness and care in arrangement, were
both a revelation and a delight. There were
many gems, too many to enumerate. In the
examination of these a most pleasant evening
was passed ; and one and all thanked Dr. Bal-
lantvne most heartily for the agreeable and in-
structive inspection they had <o kindly been
permitted to make of his collection.

WILLIAM FISH, M.A.,

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer.
18, Montpelier Terrace.

SHEFFIELD PHILATELIC SOCIETY.—The usual
meeting of this Society was held last evening
at Bird’s Restaurant, when Mr. G. Bramah
recad an interesting paper on the stamps of
British South Africa, illustrating the same by
means of complete panes or sheets of the various
issues. During the course of the evening, the
President (Mr. Pease) showed specimens of the
new Cuban stamps, from a historical and poli-
tical point of view these were highly interesting,
as they are the current U.S. postage stamps,
surcharged with the Cuban currency for use
in that island. The meeting then adjourned
until 1st March, when an exhibition of the
stamps of Spain and Colonies will be held.
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British Guiana.

L.

Canada.

India.

C. SKIPTON.

BY S.

BRITISH EMPIRE

Britain. The London Philatelist mentioned a
curious variety of the 1d. of 1841, namely.
watermarked with a double crown, one of the
crowns being upside down. We have since seen
the copy referred to and fird it is evidently from
one of the later printings. The colour is a rich
deep plum, and the letters in the lower corners
(S D) are not those of the earliest shape that
were used nor are they the latest large size.
The postmark is ot the type intraduced in 1844.
On examining the watermark, we think that it
is double, one being inverted and very faint
compared to the one in the norma! position.
The lower parts of the crown is common to hoth
watermarks.  On examining the stamp with ben-
zine the normal watermark comes out very dis-
tinct, but there is no trace of the inverted one.
On the evaporation of the benzine the second
watermark again appears and is seen when the
stamp is held to the ight either dry or damped.
Several to whom I have shown it, simply asking
them to look at the watermark without mention-
ing anything more, asked, after looking at it, if it
was a double watermark. The puzzle is how
this could have occurred in the process of paper-
making.

The Monthly Journal noles that both the
stamped and the unstamped Telegraph Forms
(urdinary and Stock Lxchange) have had some
alterations made in the formule.

The AL ]. has received copies of the

c. Envelopes of 1894 surcharged ¢ TWO
CENTS’ with and without a stop. They also
mention that the envelopes exist in two qualities,
thin white tough wove and also azure wove with
blue granite inside.
s¢. grey-tlue on azure, size 135 x 19bmm.
3¢ in black on se. grey-blue on white.

ET 5C. " azure.

The colour of the sca in thelast copies of
the 2c. Imperial Stamps we have seen is bright
blue.

A 2c. FEnvelope has been issued with stamp of
of the type of 3c. issued last year. The colour
first used was purple and some of this colour
were sent out to Post Offices, but before many
had been sold they were recalled and envelopes
with the stamp in red were supplied. It is pre-
sumed that the 2c. violet will be rare.

We have also seen the old 3c. envelope and
last year’s 3c. surcharged with a large * 2c.’ in
black.
2¢. in black on 3c. ved (old type).
2€C. gm ] .
a2c. purple on whitc wove, size 150 x 87 mm.
aC. red 0 " ”

The permanent }{a. stamp has been received.
It has the frame of the ohsolete 9 pies but the
head is similar to the 2, 3 and §r. stamps.
Usual watermark and perforalion.

"

3 pies rose.

Dhar. The AL/ notes a 1a. similar in type
and paper tothe }4a, we mentioned in November.
The stamps in each row are slightly different and
are repeated ten times to form the sheet.

1a. purple, pin perf. 114
Sirmoor. \We have seen copies offfour new
values of the current type (Elephant in centre).
3a. yeliow-green.
43 dark green,
8a. dark blue.
tr. vcrmi.lion.
Malta. Four new values have been issued here. The

first copy being received from Mr. T. C. Reed.
The 4'4d. has in centre a Maltese boat with two
large triangular sails. The 5d. has a represen-
tation of an old Maltese galley with sails and
oars. The 2/6 has a standing armed female and
the 10/- a picture of St. P'aul and serpent with
the shipwreck in the background. The two
lower values are small size while the higher
values are of large size.

sid. grey, wink, Crown C. A

sd. vermilion, wmk.

2/6 greenish-grey, wmk Crown C.C.

10/- dark blue, ”

Mauritius. It is reported that the 36c. Jubilee stamp
is to he perforated down the centre, 5o that each
half can be used as 18c.

It is also reported that there is to be a
Labourdonnais Commemoration  soon  with
special stamps.

New South Wales.
colour.

6d. orange.

Queensland The 2}4d. has appeared on the bLlue
paper with the value in all four corners as men-
tioned by us in December as proposed 1o Le
issued. The blue of the paper makes the car-
mine of the impression appear violet,

The wrapper also appears with the }4d. slamp
of the new 1ype.

2%4d, carmine on Llue.
\WW. 4d. green on manilla (new type).

South Australia. The .12/, gives informatiun that
in 1890 and 1891 a few of the large reclangular
2/6 and 5/ werc surcharged ¢0.5." and a few
copies were used for postage.  None of the 2/6
were however issued.

June, 1850. s/-, *O.8." thick Lype, 70 surcharged.
{3 or 4 used for posiagel.
May, 1891, 2/6, ' O.5. (l!in type. 6o surcharged.
{none 1ssued).
5/- *O.S." thin type. 63 surcharged.
(1o issued and 1 used for postage).

Straits Settlements. The 5c. brown has Leen sur-
charged “4’—'cents’ in two lines for the
Imperial 1d. rate.

. 4c. in black on sc. Lrown.

Pakang. The AL /. notes some provisionais
on entire postmarked * Ulu Pahang, 20 Sep., 97.°
They consist of the 1891 §c. diviaed diagonally,
the upper is surcharged in MS. 3¢’ and
initialed, while the lower half is surcharged © 2¢.’
and also initialed,

2¢, in red on 4 s¢ blue.
3¢

The 6d. has appeared in 2 new

" dsc
Jerak. A 3%. of the large oblong type has
becn issued
1$. green and ochre. .
Sudan, Mr. G. Apthonides, of Cairo, informs us that

a new issue of Postage Dues is being prepared,
also Cards, Envelopes, etc., with stamps of the
current type.

Tasmania. Scveral (erman papers chronicle a
Letter Card with stamp of the current 2d.
adhesive type (not the bicolour type but that
first issued in 1870)

L.C. 2d. green on greenish, size 143 x 81 mm,
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Virgin Isles. Messrs. Cameron inform us that a
rew issue has appeared for these islands. ‘'the
central design is a figure of the Virgin with lily
in what may be called an ecclesiastical frame
with name above and value and the words
¢ POSTAGE'® *REVENUE’ below.

. green.
1d. red.

. ultramarine,
. brown.

. purple.
7d. dark’green.
1/- orange-brown,
s/- indigo.

OTHER COUNTRIES.

Brazil. The following Journal Stamps of 1889 and
1890-4 have appeared surcharged with fresh
value,

500 in blue on 3oor. crimson.

500 in black on 300r. 4,

700 il green on 50r. orange.

700 in black on soor. green

1000 in red on 700r, blue.
20r., in black on 1or grey-blue (1850-94)
sor, in blue on zor. blue-green "
roor. in red on sor. ycllow-green

China. Wei-Hai-WWe:.® A stamp has been issued here
for the payment of letters sent to Chefoo. The
design consists of a double lined circle with *C. &
Co ' (Cornabe and Co., the contractors) above,
‘W H W’ (Wei-Hai-Wgi) below, and a star at
each side. Ia the centre is the firm’s Chinese
trade mark. In the upper corners are the figures
of value ¢ 2¢.,’ and in the ULottom corners ¢ C’—
¢ P’ (Courier Post).

ac red on black.

Colombia. The Courier de Timbres-Feoste chronicles
a copy of the current 2oc. on white paper instead
of Llue. There were certificates with the copy
that a few sheets were printed on white in error.

20¢, brown on white.

Egypt. Mr. G. Apthonides, of Cairo, informs us that
the rate for foreign P'ost Cards has been reduced
10 4m. single and 8m. reply. The current § and
5 + sm. Cards will be surcharged.

France. The 5c. has appeared printedin emerald-green
the same as the Tunis stamp mentioned a short
time ago.

sc. emera'd.

Guatemala. The A../. note a copy of the 2c sur-
charged ¢ 1898 '—' 6 '— * centavos’ in error.

6c, in tlack on 2c brown.

Honduras. Post Cards with stamp of the loconiotive
type have appeared.

P.C." zc. yellow on yellowish.

2+ 260 »

We have seen copies of the new issuc with the
usual chrysanthemum in centre }ut without any
Eoglish inscription except the value. A Reply
Card similar to the single card mentioned last
month has been issued.
2s. yellow-green, perf. 12,

45. carmine,

108, dark blue, ::
P.S 1+ 1c, brown-red.

Orange Free State. The Record has received a copy
of the 1/- printed in the colour of the }d. It
was used on a newspaper evidently as a }4d.

1/- hrown (error M.

Portugal. Afacao. Two fresh cards have been
issued according to the Af./. They are the un.
stamped cards with formula in blue of 1892 with
the words ‘E TIMOR’ crossed out in red.

Japan.

The single card is formed from the reply half
. of the double card with * REPOSTA’ and
* Réponse’ barred out.  The stamps are the

current I1a. orange.
1a. orange, blue formula.

pP.C

1+ 1a. " "

Russia. The Charity Letter Sheet exists in a number
of minor varieties. Some have a ziz-zag roulette
and some simply dots to represent perforation, in
both cases either in blue or.red. There have
been some 20 series already issued.

Finland. It is said that this country is to be
incorporated into the Empire and will cease
to have separate stamps.

S. Marino. Two new stamps have been issued for
internal use with a standing figure in centre,
inscribed ¢ POSTALE’ at top ¢FRANCO
BOLLO® at left ‘PER L’ INTERIOR® at
right and name at bottom. The value is in two
squares below ‘c’ *2(5)’, watermark crown,
perforated.

2c. brown.
5¢. orange-brown.

Salvador. Mekeels IWeekly announces the 18gd 1
and zc. envelopes surcharged ¢ SERVICIO
NACIONAL Y LOCAL on the 1c. and
* SERVICIO DEL EXTERIOR’ on the 2¢.

E. 1c. rose, surch, in rose.
2c. green, surch. in green,
South African Republic. Messrs. De La Rue and

Co. have supplied Registercd Envelopes for use
here. There are inscriptions in Dutch on the
front, and the stamp is embossed on the flap
which fastens down on the bLack.
R.E. 4d. olive-green, formula blue, sizes F, G H, Hz, K.
Spain. Cuba. The followings a list from the 4. /..
of the Cuba stamps surcharged with new value at
Puerto Principe.  There are two sizes of the figure
¢ 57 in the surcharge.

1c. in black on 1m. orange-brown.
2¢. " 2m

"
3¢, " im. blue-green.
3¢, " 2m, '
3¢ » 3m. 1
3C. " 4m. " -
3¢. " 8m. -
3¢ " 3m, orange-hrown,
3. " 1. dark-vivlet.
5C. " 4m,, blue-green.
5¢ ” 1. "
5C, ”" 2m. "
5¢C. " 3m. »
5¢. " 4m. "
5C. " b, "
5C. " tm. orange brown
$C. . 1c. dark-violet.
10C,

" 1C, 1]

FPorto Rico. The following have been seen
with surcharge ¢ Habilitado '—* PARA '—* 1848
y 99’
tc. carmine, surch. in rose,
4m. blue-green, surch. inverted,
sc. brown, "

Fernando Fo. Another value has been
charged with the soc. de p. surcharge,

soc. in black on 12{c. sepia,
Switzerland. The sc. has Leen issued in green to con-
form to the Postal Union colour.
5C. greet.
United States. The current 2c. has appeared in a
more vermilion shade than formerly.
2c. 1ed.

The rew Envelopes have a special watermaik
with the date ** 99.” One size has, however,
been found with the old watermark *¢ 94. Of
the new Envelopes there are to be the following :

1c. §sizes and 11 varieties.

sur-

2c. 11 ,, 33 »
4. 3 » 6 ”
§5¢c.2 o, 4 ”

T
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The wrapper has been issued with stamp of

the new type, but 1894 watermark.
W. 1c. green on buff, new type, old wmk.

Cuba. A variely 1s mentioned namely one
copy on the sheet, with ¢ CUPA ’on the gc. and
on the 1c. one copy without stop. The 2c. and
2Y%ec. exist on both the old carmine shade and
also the new red shade.

Uruguay. The Der Philatelistnotes with* OFICIAL’
the following.
Off. 10c, black and red.
20¢ " ruse-violet and black,
25C. s pink and blue.

ERRORS AND MINOR VARIETIES.
Canada. It appears that theie are two sizes of the
petforation on the stamps of 1868 and subsequent
1ssues, namely 11% x I12and 12 All values
occur with the 11% x 12, and most with the
12.
Gibraltar. Aforocco. The 1 pescta has also been
found with the surchatrge in deep Llue.
Sudan. A correspondent of the A7 /. has an envelope
posted at Atbara i Aupust franked with }5 of
2 pi. camel type cut diagonally. By the side of
the stamp is written, * On Service ; No 1 piastre
v ailable.” A week later the correspondent tried
o use the other half but a supply of 1 pi. stamps
hiad arrived and the letter was treated as unpaid,
Mr. Bernstein informs us he has copies ot the
1896 1 and 2c. imperforate vertically and the
Afj. mentions the § and 20c. in the same
condition.
Nicaragua. The 4./, P. notes the 1897, 1c. and 1p.
imperforate vertically.
Transvaal. Mr. Nankivell has a variety not chronicled
namely the 3d. lilac on green of 1867 surcharged
with Roman *V.R.” inverted.

NATAL.

Haiti.

The following we take from some introduc-
tory remarks to an article on the stamps of
Natal, which we think will interest our readers.

In 1850, the two principal places in Natal
were Pictermaritzburg and 1)'Ushan. The
population of both towns was so small, and the
correspondence so little, that the want of post-
age stamps had not yet been felt. Every three
or four months, however, a sailing vessel, laden
with the mails from England and the Continent
called at the colonial port and there delivered
the welcome missives to the cager inhibtants,
A return mail was forwarded by means of ships
bound for the old country. The captains ot
these sailing vessels, however, did not put them-

selves out to make a direct passage, in fact they
generally touched at India or Mauritius for
trading purposes, and so much time was con-
sumed in the voyage that six months, or even
a year, sometimes elapsed before a reply was
received from England.

In process of time the postal business in Natal
began to assume such proportions that it was
deemed necessary to have a regular official in
IYUshan, and the first postmaster was known
in the carly days as “Indigo Wilson.” What
the explanation of this peculiar nickname is,
—whether Mr. Wilson possessed a complection
of bluish cast or an uncommon shade of black,
—the writer is unable to say. Perhaps it vas
indicative of enterprise, for the first postmaster
of Natal locked well after his affairs and or-
ganised a postal service of native carriers.
These carriers ran hctween the two principal
towns and handled both foreign and domestic
letters. ‘There were three changes of twenty
miles each along the road, and the whole jour-
ney was covered within twenty-four hours.

This method of conveving mails continued
in vogue for a number of years until an enter-
prising person by the name of John Welch
started a post cart. Since this innovation the
mail service has gradually improved and be-
come more regular. For the first year or two,
these post carts ran only once a week, but as
the population of the two towns increased daily
trips were systematically made until 1880, when
the riailway was completed. At the present time
three mails are delivered every day in both
Pictermaritzburg and D'Ushan, and one in
nearly all places in Natal. The English mail
is received and despatched once a week. Thus
do the wheels of time and progress carry with
them great changes and improvements.

Before postage stamps came into use, all let-
ters reccived for transmission were marked with
the word “Prepaid” in bold letters within an
oblong frame. ‘The rate at this time was 8
pence, or 13 cents peri-z ounce, and no parcel
was forwarded unless the postage had heen
paid. While this mcthod of franking letters
was quite satisfactory, it was not long before
the nceessity of stamps became apparent.

[D'Ushan in the above is, do doubt, a printers
mistake for D’Urban.—Ed. P.].G.B.]

-y
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PBifatefy at PHome.

THE 1876 ISSUE OF SPAIN,

By M. P. CASTLE.

From the London Philatelist.

A somewhat fallacious opinion is often held
in Philatelic circles that the interest and rarities
in the Spanish stamps are limited to the first
issues—1850 to 1854, inclusive. This is, how-
€VEer, not so. The issues of 1855-57 will be
found to embrace many scarce colours, including
the error 2 reales, blue ; those of 1865, besides
the 12c. inverted frames, contain many interest-
ing and (unused) scarce stamps. In 1807
the 25 mils., with frame inverted, and the
10c. téte-béche, will be held rare enough to
please even the most difficult Philatelist, and
the succeeding issue, down to those of 1876, and
subsequent thereto, will be found to embrace a
wide variety of shades and printings that appeal
readily to the true instinct of a collector. It
is also pleasing to note that, with the exception
of the “HABILITADO,” which overprint prac-
tically only denotes that the then Government
would allow their continued use, and is hence
of but slender Philatelic interest, Spain is en-
tirely innocent of a surcharged stamp. It is
therefore, in my opinion, an excellent and
sound country to ‘“take up,” and my object
in making these few general remarks is to accen-
tuate the statement that there are many issues
of the Spanish stamps that will repay for con-
scientious study, beyond and beside those I am
especially referring to on the present occasion.

These stamps, whose design consists of the
three-quarter-face of Alphonso XII., were issued
on the 1st June, 1876, and withdrawn from cir-
culation on the 1st July, 1878. They are printed
on white wove paper, varying in substance,
watermarked with an upright tower (being a
portion of the Arms of Aragon), and are ma-
chine-perforated 14. M. Moens, in his monu-
mental work on the Spanish stamps, makes the
following statement, which I may corroborate
from encuiries that I have made in this coun-
try: “A syndicate or company was formed in
Madrid early in 1876, who had acquired from

the Spanish Government the right of sale of
stamps generally, in consideration of an annual
subsidy.  This company, fearing (with good
reason !) that the native productions were liable
to be imitated, resolved to have the stamps
specially engraved and printed in London.”

This work was entrusted to Messrs. Bradbury,
Wilkinson and Co., Limited, of Farringdon
Road, London, who may be congratulated upon
the design adopted, as showing that these—the
onlv Spanish stamps printed in London—com-
pare very favourably with any of those printed
in Spain.

The information regarding this issue con-
tained in the catalogues of Stanley Gibbons,
Scott Stamp Co., and Senf Brothers is limited
to the mention of two types of the 1 peseta, with
a footnote in the last-named that some values
are found on thinner paper. In M. Moens’
work, ILes Limbres-L’oste d’Espagne, 1891, he
correctly says that all the values, except the 2o
and 4oc., exist on a thinner and less surfaced
paper, with the shades varying and the engrav-
ine worn. He also says that the second variety
of the 1 peseta with thinner figures and thicker
letters (in “peseta”) 1s doubtless the result of
a retouch. In the excellent work on the stamps
of Spain written by Herr R. Friedrich in 1894,
the two varieties of paper are given, and it is
stated that the plates have been “worked up,”
recognisable especially in the inscriptions. This
constitutes the whole of the information to date
as regards these stamps (as far as I am aware),
and it remains to be seen whether our know-
ledge of them can be held to be advanced by
the observations that I have to make.

In mounting my Spanish stamps (1 year or
two since) [ was struck by the remarkable varia-
tions in the figures “1” and the labels that con-
tain them on the 1 peseta, and made the note
that further examination was required before
final arrangement of the specimens. I have
recently procured other stamps of this issue,
and have found that there were several points
inviting consideration. 1 may here say that, as
iz well known, these stamps have always been
fairly plentiful in unused condition, owing to
a remainder having been sold about 1880 (pro-
bably by the company forenamed, after super-
session of the issue). They seem, however,
to have become absorbed, and I have vainly
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apolied in many quarters for unsevered blocks,
etc.

The result of considerable study of these
stamps has led me to the following conclusions :

(1) That there were two separate plates for
most of the values.

(2) That the sc. of both plates, the 10 and
25 cents. of Plate 1I., were slightly, and the
1 peseta of Plate 11. materially, retouched.

(3) That Plate 1. is principally found on the
thicker surfaced paper, and Plate 1I. mainly
on that of thinner substancee.

Taking the last point first, as being of minor
consequence, 1 ma{r say that its interest to the
snecialist principally lies in helping to denote
the order of the two plates, as, except in the
case of the 5 and 10c¢,, which are found on both,
all the fresh plates come on the thinner paper
of later issue. The paper, however, will be
found by the specialist to differ materially.
The thin quality, besides its absence of surface
or glaze, shows the granulation clearly on the
reverse side, and being thus more porous pro-
duces a better and sharper impression. A
notable instance of this 15 to bhe seen in the
case of the 10 pesetas. I have drawn up a
synopsis  showing what values are found on
each of these papers, and need, therefore, say
no more on this point.

The design of these stamps is too well known
to require description; but in order to illus-
trate my points I must briefly draw auention
to one of two prominent features thereof. The
portrait of the King is contained in an oval
medallion, surrounded by an ' ornate fancy
frame, square in shape, but with projecting
ornaments on all four sides. The word “CO-
MUNICAIONES” occurs above the oval on a
white band, with a shortened triangular pro-
jection at either end. Beneath is “Cs
PESETA,” or “PESETAS,” on a similar hand
which is, however, somewhat shortened by two
framed blocks of solid colour containing the
numeral of value. These two white labels and
the medallion are fitted in by a solid background
of colour, and it is in this feature that the prin-
cipal differences will be found constituted. If
this background is carefully examined in any
value, except the 1o pesetas, the following con-
stant markings will be found, although more
plainly visible in some colours and printings
than 1n others.

PLATE L*

(2) The shortenced triangle to left of upper
inscription has a thick stroke beneath.

(b) The background in the left upper corner
shows a number of diagonal lines.

(c) The background in the lower right angle
shows coarse crude lines, notably one in the
right-hand border, which it irregularly divides.

(d) The numerals are small and irrégular,
notably in the top-stroke of the figures, uhile
the “E” and “T” of “PESETA” or “PESETAS”
are distinctly apart. The appearance generally
will he found inferior, in comparison with the

*The stamps themselves will show the differenze far
more plainly than the illustrations.

recent plate, and there are other minor points;
but I think it will be simpler if I keep within
these lines. I should add that all values, ex-

cept the 1o pesetas, were printed from this

Plave Z .

o

coM

plate.

Plaxe .1 R

PLATE 11

The 10 pesetas was printed only from this
plate, but the 20 and 4o cents. and the 4 pese-
tas are found only in Plate I.  Taking the dif-
ferent sections of the design in the same order
as that followed in Plate 1., the following varia-
tions will be noted : —

(a) The shortened triangle to left of * CO-
MUNICACIONES?” has no thick line_beneath it.

{0) In the background in left upper angle
the diagonal strokes are absent.

{c) The background in the lower angle is
not marked by the thick lines and blotchy ap-
pearance, but is composed of fine evenly-drawn
parallel lines, practically contiguous.

(d) The numerals are somewhat bolder and
are better drawn, the top stroke of the figures
“s” bheing noticcably larger, and the “E’ and
“T" of “PESETA” almost touch each other.

(e) To the right of the hottom scroll, and
immediately above the “A” of “PESETA,” will
be found three or four diagonal strokes, appar-
ently added after the fine lines composing the
background. An exception to this occurs in
the 10c., which hasin lieu of these three or four
horizontal strokes on each side of the scroll.
The general appearance of Plate II., notably
on the thin paper, is sharper, brighter, and ot
supertor finish, so much so that I was at first
inclined to think they were London -rintings
as distinguished from Spanish.

THE RETOUCHED DIES.

The only value on which T have found evi-
dences of retouch as regards Plate I. is the sc.
I may say here that by the expression “retouch”
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1 mean some variation that is not common to
all stamps on the sheet irrespective of the time
at which such alteration was etfected—a ques-
tion that I will touch later on.

The only deviation from the normal stamp as
regards those on the thicker surfaced paper
consists in the apparent addition of a hori-
zontal line below the left-hand numeral on the
5 cents., which in some cases transects the lower
portion of the figure. In a block of thirty-six
stamps now shown, consisting of nine rows ot
four, Nos. 3, 5, 8, 12, 16, 20, 21, 23, 24, 30,
and 31 show this peculiarity, and in another
block of three rows of four the like as to Nos.
3 75 9, and 12, ,

Two of these sc. values on the thinner paper
are also shown, the diagnosis of which has
caused me much philatelic perturbation of
mind. They are both clearly from Plate I,
but have the numerals of Plate II. in the angles,
i.e., bolder and with a larger top to the “s.”
One specimen (marked a) has, in addition, the
following characteristics, Following the outer
edge of the shortened triangle to the left, al-
ready alluded to, will be seen a distinct vertical
line, extending to the inner angle of the fancy
frame to left of the head, and diverging some-
what from a similar line that has been added
to the extreme left edge of the background.
The left side of the label with “COMUNICA-
CIONELS” has also another distinct vertical
line and a horizontal line just below.- The
outer line of colour surrounding the stamp
seems also to have been tampered with. The
impression of both stamps is paler and clearer,
showing clean, distinct lettering, and appears
in any case to emanate from another printing.

e

4

e

I T A s e

The 1 peseta presents also some variations that
I think are not strictly retouches, but that !
will merely allude to here. The letters of the
word “PESETA?” are distinctly larger than
on any other value, are indifferently drawn,
and the horizontal lines of the label containing
the word bulge outwards in the centre, so as
in so -¢ cases to impinge on and alter the ap-
pearznce of the ornament immediately ahove 1t.

As regards Plate I1. there is only one retouch
of importance, but I will first mention the others
without for the moment staying to ask how orwhen
they wele made.

The 1oc. The variations here consist ot
added and thicker vertical lines syperimposed
ot the fine-lined background.  ‘These addi-
tional strokes will be found in the upper right
and left angles, and vary materially in their
composition,

The 25¢. The additions here are similar
to the last, but seem dess frequent, and there
are occasionally horizontal strokes of a like
nature to be found helow the upper label.

The most important retouch of all is the 1
peseta, the examination of which first led me
to extend my study to the other values. As is
well known, the salient points of difference be-
tween the stamp and its predecessor is the
numeral. In Plate I1. this is much thinner and
better formed. I have, however, found that it
varies hoth in thickness and in shape of its
foot, while the label of colour on which it stands
is occasionally imperfectly filled in by the ver-
tical lines of which it is’ generally composed.
The word “PESETA” is notably thicker, and
the label on which it is inscribed is regularly
drawn,
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The principal feature of departure from any
other value will be found on the background of
colour that, as 1 have before said, is in Plate
I1. constituted by finely drawn lines, practically
contiguous. It will be seen that other thick
and irregular strokes have been engraved in
this background. The most prominent varia-
tions of these retouches will be found in the
apper portion of the stamp, to the right, lett,
and just below the label bearing “COMUNICA-
CIONES.” These will be found sometimes
diagonal, leaning to left and to right, sometimes
extending nearly half down the stamp, some-
times horizontally in parallel lines, and occa-
sionally so grouped as to make almost a solid
block of colour. These strokes are only occa-
sionally to be met with in the lower portion of
the stamp, but the labels containing the figure
of value have been evidently touched, in vari-
ous ways, as will be seen on close examination.
I mean in addition to the re-engraving (from
the matrix with value) previously mentioned
in this 1 peseta.

Having arrived at this point in my investi-
gations, I had naturally formed certain theories
as to the »aison d'éfre of these numerous varie-
ties, which I was anxious to test by the light
of practical experience. [ placed myself, there-
fore in communication with Messrs. Bradbury,
Wilkinson, and Co., Limited the engravers
ot this issue-—stating that I had discovered that
certain retouches had been executed, and seek-
ing information. In a courteous reply herete
from the engravers they expressed their readi-
ness to give me all available information, but
stated that they were unable to see how a re-
touch could have been executed, as the plates
were and had alwavs been in their strong room
under seal of the Spanish Government., 1 sub-
sequently had an interview with Mr. C. T.
Wallis, the managing director, and also the
secretary of the firm, at their offices, and 1 must
here testify my cordial appreciation of the cour-
tesy exhibited to me by those gentlemen in de-
voting considerable time to the explanation
of the processes of printing and engraving
of these stamps, and in granting me
inspection of their specimen or record
books of these various stamps and bank-notes
that have been executed by them. 1 noted
among many others specimen sheets of Falk-
land Islands by every printing and value, Trans-
vaal with the Queen’s head, British East and
South Africa, Bolivia, Chiliy and Formosa—
the latter being the well-known green and rose
“stamps” bearing the numeral “20” with no
indication of what the “20” represented and with
whose actual purport Messrs. Bradbury and
Zo. seem scarcely more acquainted than are
philatelists! The specimens of engraving, not-
ably on many of the banknotes, executed by
this firm are superb, and it is to be hoped tha.
many future issues of stamps will also bear the
evidence of the splendid work cxecuted by
Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson and Co.

The stamps under consideration were all re-
presented by entire sheets, some being imper-

farate, in the record book of the firm, all being
from Plate 1. The only specimens of Plate 1L
—itechnically termed reprints, <.e., fresh print-
ings— were blocks of 10 and 25 cents. I care-
fully examined the sheet of sc., but failed to
find any evidence of a retouch. The sheet
consists of twelve rows of twenty stamps and
one row of ten above, the spaces left blank by
the absence of the ten stamps, being occupied
by the inscriptions, in large fancy lettering,
*“ SELLOS DE COMUNICACIONES " to the
left, and the respective value 1n full to the right.

There was only one printing of the 20 and
goc. (as evidenced by the stamps themselves);
of the 10 pesetas there were three printings (two
only of which I have so far diagnosed), and of
all the remaining values four printings, extend-
ing from* August, 1876, to April, 1898. These
were the only impressions taken from the plates
none having been made in Spain.

I pointed out to the firm the characteristics
of the two plates, and on referring, it was found
that two plates are known to exist of the s, 10,
soc., and 4 pesetas, “and possibly others,” but
only one of the 1o pesetas, as I fully expected.
The design was first engraved on steel in the
usual manner, but this matrix bore no indica-
tion of value below. From this matrix were
made further matrices, one for each denomina-
tion, bearing their respective values. These
several matrices were then reproduced, or trans-
ferred on to a roller or cylinder of soft metal,
to the number of 250, which was, as usual, sub-
sequently hardened and put to press, and pro-
ducing in due course the specimens of Plate I.
The same process would be gone through in
preparing Plate II., but it seems evident that in
preparing the matrices with value expressed the
background was recut, and where occasion de-
manded the figures of value were modified in
shape.

The broad differences between the two plates
which are common to all the stamps on each
respective plate, scem, therefore, to be readily
accounted for in the preparation of the new
plates.

The maker of the steel plates, technically
known as the transferrer, has, it is thought,
been dead for many vears, and no record of
his labours exists, but Mr. Wallis explained that
no retouch of the reduplicated dies on the cy-
linder would be possible after it was hardened. ¥

*The order was completed in August, but partial
deliveries were made before that time.

tIn order tofeel fully assured on this point, since the
above was written I addressed a letter to the printers
asking if it were not passible that slight repairs might
have been executed on the cylinder after hardening
{which would not be so hard as the matrix), in reply to
which Messrs, Bradbury, Wilk" son & Co. kindly
write :—

‘* We are in receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date,
and regret that we omitted to answer your question on
the point you mention. The reply is that it is quite im
possible to retouch a hardened steel plate, the surface of
which is so hard that no tool will cut it.”
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It is usual, however, after the impressions have
all been transferred on to the cyhinder, to make
a trial impression before hardening, and it was
at this period that the retouches would probably
have been effected. Mr. Wallis suggested that
the transferrer, finding that the original ma-
trices had suffered somewhat during the pre-
paration of the early impressions, proceeded
to strengthen the deep parts of the reduplicated
dies by the addition of certain lines and strokes
after inspection of the trial printings from the
soft metal plates, i.e., before hardening.

I rather incline to the belief that the trans-
ferrer, who would doubtless have been a skilled
and capable engraver, seeing that the impres-
sions made from the original matrix left much
to be desired (notably as regards certain col-
ours) in relation to the background, first pro-
ceeded, as already related, to recut this por-
tion, but was not even then satisfied with the
result, therefore doctored up each cylinder, as
in his judgment seemed requisite, before hard-
ening and putting to press.

I have mentioned the three or four slight
diagonal strokes that occur to right {(and also
to left in the 10c.) of the scroll at the base ot
the portrait on all values of the second plate.
It will be found on close examination that these
all vary from each other. This clearly indi-
cates that in every case the transferrer was not
satisfied with the first imprint from the second
plate, which merely relined the background,
and from minute improvements proceeded to
the other more marked alterations. The addi-
tions to the 1 peseta, Plate Il., are so palpable,
and evidently so deeply cut into the metal, that
I feel some doubt in fitting them into the theory.
If, however, but two plates were made,
and no repairs could be executed on the har-
dened plates, there seems no alternative sugges-
tion.

I cannot at present account for the slight
retouches of the 5c. of Plate I.  As stated, these
two specimens are undoubtedly from Plate I.
and are on the thin paper of the later printings;
but the sheet of the 5c., Plate 1., in Messrs.
Bradbury’s record book, shows no retouch.

I have been unable, after an extended search
through stocks and, collections, to find any
more of these varieties, and therefore hardiy
think they can be auributed to a third plate
(that might have escaped Mr, Wallis’ memory
for the moment). 1 have not been able to see
an entire sheet of Plate II. of the 5c., and it
may be the transferrer commenced making up
his fresh plate from the previous matrix with
value, and then, finding it unsatisfactory, pro-
ceeded to recut a fresh matrix with value, and
finished the reduplications therewith. This
is but a surmise, and requires the evidence ot
entire sheets to be verified.

These stamps are only of lowly degree, hav-
ing been within the reach of every collector;
but I trust that I have shown there is a phila-
telic interest to be derived even from issues
with which long familiarity has almost bred
contempt.

SYNOPSIS.
PLATE 1,
Thick Paper,

5 cents,, chestnut-brown,

5 cents., yellow-brown.

5 cents., chestnut-brown (retouch).

10 cents.,dull blue.

10 cents., deep blue.

20 cents.,bronze-green.

25 cents., reddish brown,

25 cents., brown.

40 cents., black-brown.

50 cents., dark blue-green.

50 cents., green.,

1 peseta, dark blue, dull blue.

4 pesetas, dark puce.

Thin Paper.
5 cents., yellow-brown (retouch)
25 cents., brown.
50 cents., green.
50 cents., yellowish green.
1 peseta, dark blue, dull blue.
1 peseta, dark blue, bright blue.
4 pesetas, pale puce.
PLATE Il
Thick Paper.
5 cents., vellow-brown.
10 cents. deep blue.
25 cents. brown.
10 pesetas, vermilion.
Thin Paper.
5 cents., yellow-brown.
10 cents., deep blue (retouch).
50 cents., green, varying (retouch).
1 peseta, dark blue.
10 pesctas, vermilion.

(PBifately on the Confinent,
L'Echo de la Timbrologic.—Amiens.
FRANCE.
Scveral times already we have drawn the ut-

i tention of specialists of French stamps, that

the background of the different heads consists
of either vertical or horizontal lines. In one
of the last numbers of the above journal we find
2 very good list of these stamps and as
the same may interest and also induce our
readers to try and enlarge and if possible to
complete it we give it in full.

Vertical lines. Horizontal lines.

1849. 1lead of Liberty.
10 cent, 15 cent.
25 o
40
I franc.
1852,  Vresidency.
24 cent. 10 cent.
1853. Empire, imperf.
1 cent. 1 cent.
5 1"
10 ,, 10 cent, bistre
to ,, yellow-bistre
20 ,, blue ) 20 ,, Dblue
20 ,, dark hlue

25 ,, blue
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40 cent, In the light brown 30 cent. Head of Liberty
8o, 'Osil «h issue the horizontal lines are clearly visible,
20 ,, On DlUISh paper the vertical lines hardly, but in the 3o cent.

20 cent. on bluish paper

20 ,, ,, greenish ,,
1862. Empire, perf.
1 cent. § cent,
5 12,
1o ,, 20 ,,
20 o, 40
1863. Empire, laureated, perf.
1 cent,
2 ,, 2 cent.
4 1 4 "
10 ,,
20 Yy
30 ,, 30 cent.
40 5
g0 ,, 80 cent.
1870. Head of Liberty.
10 cent.
20 cent.
40 , 40 cent.
40 ,, (II type).
1872. Head of Libcrty(. be)
1 cent. 1 cent,
2 4 2,
4 ”
LR ) 5 »”
10 ,, brown on rose, small
figures 10 ,, hrown on rose,
small figures
10 ,, brown on rose,

large figures
15 cent. brown on rose, large

figures
15 ,, bistre on white,small
figures 15 cent. bistre on white,
small figures
15 ,, Dbistre on white,large
figures 15 ,, histre on white,
large figures
25 1 25 "
30 . 30
%o ,,
Colonies.
Limpire,
30 cent.
§ cent. 8o ,,
I1ead of Liberty.
1 cent.
4 ”
5 L]
5 cent. 10 ,, bHrown on rose,
large figures
10 ,, Dbistreon white 30 ,, hrown

The lined background of the stamps of the
1849-1852 issue and even of that of 1853 is less
clear than in the more recent issues, although
sufficiently visible that any other proof is not
necessary. The nedrer one gets to the 1872
issue the thicker the lines of the background
appear.

Besides the horizontal and vertical lines speci-
mens although very rarely, can be found, which
have a hackground of oblique lines or crossed
lines (quadrillé,)  Of the first kind the 10 cent.
1853 exists, of the second the 5 cent. of 1853
and the same value in the 1802 is-uc.

-

dark brown the reverse is the case.

Le Philatéliste Frangais—Paris.
FRENCH POST OFFICES
in other countries,

The following list of French Post Offices out-
side France will no doubt interest many of our
readers, as French stamps obliterated in other
countries have like our own a great fascina-
tion for collectors and we trust this list will to
a certain extent clear up some doubtful points,
especially as to the time, when sorhe of the
ofhces ceased to exist.

Offices in the Levant (Syria, Egypt, Turkey).
Offices that have ceased to exist.

Galatz suppressed mm 1873
Gallipoli " » 1872
Ibraila ” » 1873
Ineboli " » 1876
Metelin » v 1872
Rhodes ’e s 1887
Sinope ’ » 186g
Sulina v » 1879
Tulshca v » 1879
Yarna v yy 1876
Volo v » 1883
Cairo ’ . 1877
Enos . » 1876
Kustendje ’s s 1879
Ordon ’ » 1876
Radosto »s » 1870
Suer ss 4 1888
Still existing.

Alexandrette

Alexandria
Pevrouth
Cavalle
Ccnstantinople
Constantinople—Galata
Crrstantinople—Stamboul
Frardanelles
Dédéagh
Jarfa
Kerassunde
Latakia
Mersina
Port Lagos
Port Siid
Saloniki
Samsun
Simyrna
T'rebizond
Tripoli-Vathy

Ottices in other places.

Suppressed
Bale suppressed in 1866
Monaco » 5 1885
Yokohama " » 1880
La Golette » , 1888
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Beja 1
Bardo
Gabes
Bizerta
Dzerba
Le Kef
Mehdie
Monastir
Sfax
Sousse
Monte Carlo (Monaco) suppressed in 1888
Majunga } In Madagascar

All in Tunis and
suppressed upon the
appearance of
Tunisian stamps
in 1888,

Tamatave suppressed
Antananarivo in 1896.
Still in existence.
Shanghai
Tangiers
Tunis
Zanzibar
Tientsin
Casablanca
El Ksar el Kbir
Fez
Laroche in
Mazagan Morocco.
Mogador
Rabat
Safi

Ebe Stamps of Moffand,

Translated from the Timbre-Poste.

(Continued from page 38).

By a cabinet order of the King, dated June
26th, 1851, No. 53 the proposals of the Minis-
ter of Finance concerning the arrangements
for the printing of the stamps were accepted.
The Mint at Utrecht made a contract with the
government to be renewed from year to year,
by which the latter has to provide the matrices,
p{ates, presses, etc., in fact, all the materials
pecessary for the printing of the stamps, which
is provisionally entrusted to the supervision of
the authorities of the mint.

Taking a hint from Belgium the government
wrote to %acques Wiener, of Bruxelles the emin-
ent engraver and ordered from him the matrices
for the first stamps. He made the first plates,
which were at once sent to the Mint at Utrecht,
which proceeded immediately to print. The
stamps were ready in time to be issued on the
1st of January, 1852, as decreed.

Issue of 1st January, 1852,
Printed at Utrecht.

Profile of King William III. to the right in
an oval on horizontally lined background, at
the top on the left POST and on the right
ZEGEL, below on the left the figure of value
and on the right the letter C.

Fograved in taille-douce by Jacques Wiener,
of Brussels and printed in colour on white paper
having as watermark a post horn suspended by

a cord on thick white paper, sometimes medium
thick.
Yellowish gum.
§ cent., indigo.
10 cent., dark red, red.
15 cent., yellow orange, dark yellow orange.

The gum is much whiter, but still yellowish.
5 cent., dark blue, blue, pale blue.
io cent., dark red, red, pale red, rose.
15 cent., yellow orange, dark and pale.

The gum is brown and imparts this shade
to the paper.

5 cent., blue, pale blue.
10 cent., red.

The colour of the 5 cent. generally tints the
paper, that of the 10 cent. rarely,

The sheets were composed of four panes of
25 stamps in five rows, the whole being sur-
rounded by four lines having the word POST
ZIEGELS once on each side in the centre, thus:

POST ZEGELS

Anoffical notice No. 7o, dated 15 June, 1852,
recommends to obliterate the blue stamps
heavily on account of the dark colour, on which
the obliteration does not show well. The same
notice announces that the next printing of this
value will be much lighter. This lighter shade
does not owe its origin therefore to a whim of
the printer, but was ordered by the government,

By a royal decree, dated 28th January, 1853,
an inspector was appointed to control the manu-
facture of the stamps, which up to the present
time had been entirely in the hands of the Mint
authorities. The accommodation at the Mint
was also found insufficient and another build-
ing next to the mint was taken and since 1860
all stamps have been printed there.

By royal decree, dated 1oth October, 1879
(see further on) the stamps of this issue could
not be used any more from the 1st November
following.

Joh. A. Moesman, a printer at Utrecht, had
the plate of the 10 cent., and made in 18¢3, some
impressions of the same in pale blue, pale
brown, yellow, red, and pale green. The plate
was much worn, the execution is not good, and
they cannot be confounded with the originals.
The majority of them has been destroyed. They
are neither interesting as reprints nor as essays.

After having been in use for twelve years it
was decided to replace this issue by a new type,
the execution of which was given to a Dutch
engraver. At the same time the government
bought a perforation machine and decided that
the sheets were to contain 200 stamps divided
into two equal portions side by side.

(7o be Continued).
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During the absence of the editor last month
it was omitted to mentionthat the plates illustrat-
ing the article on the Spanish stamps in our last
number were kindly lent us by Mr. M. P. Cas-
tle, the author of the article in question and we
hope he will accept our thanks even if late.

The new Mexican stamps are being printad
in England.

The current envelopes of the United States
have .the following new watermark “U.S.—
POD—g99.”

Stampmonger Lane seems to have an irrests-
tible power of attraction for the trade. The
new comers are Messrs. Bright and Son, who
have taken a shop at 164, Strand, to be opened
in April and we hope their new venture will meet
with the success they expect.

_ The remainders of the Guatemala Exhibiticn
issue have been sold to a dealer, but they do nat
contain any 18, 75 and 150 centavos.

the error 2 reales, The price paid is £300.

Franklin, N.C. is the last discovered Confede-
rate Local. Collectors of these interesting
historical stamps must reallv be broken-hearted.
As soon as they imagine to be complcte another
place is found to have issued stamps.

The Co-operative Stamp Co. of Svdenham
has becn amalgamated with the firm of C. H.
Nunn, Graves and Co., of Bury St. Edmunds.

Further Brazlian Surcharges:

100 reis on 500 reis yellow, 1889  issue
1000 reis on 70cC reis yellow, 1889  issue
700 reis on 500 reis green, 1890  issne
20 reis on 1o reis blue, 1891-3 issue

50 reis on 20 reis green, 1891-3 issue
100 reis on  §o reis huff, 1891-3 issue

. All entries for the forth-coming International
Philatelic Exhibition, Manchester, 1899, will
close on the 1st of May.

Mr. ]J. M. Bartels states that all plates of the
Omaha series have now heen destroyed.

John Siewert of Moscow died on the 1oth of
January. We regret his decease very much;
he was a true philatelist in every sense of the
word, beloved by all who knew him and will
be rrreatly missed by his numerous friends ar.l
correspondents. He was an all round collecinr
with a special liking for British Colonials,
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Cne of the cldest and best known collections
of the United States has just been sold by auc-
tion. The mystery of the ownership has also
been solved. Various names were mentioned
but on the title page of the catalogue we find
the owner announced as J. V. Painter, a name
well known also in great Britain. Henry Chap-
man is also selling his splendid collection of
United States. e do not think we are
exagerating when we say that his collection is
in the front rank and contains more unique
specimens than any we know.

On Shrove Tuesday M. Lemaire threw about
300 lbs. of stamps out of the windows on the
Avenue de I'Opéra instead of confetti. This
novelty proved to be a great success and led to
some interesting scrambles.

La Socidté Francaise de Timbrologie has pro-
posed to the Ministre of Post and Telegraphs,
in order to celebrate the fifticth anniversary of
the institution of postage stamps in France, that
the stamps of the 1849 issue be reprinted and put
into circulation during a period of six months.
So far, no official reply has come to hand.

Mekeel's Weekly is quite right in sayving that
it is a sign of the times to sec so thoroughly a
philatelic allusion in a post office order, as the
following paragraph in the instructions regard-
ing the sale of newspaper and periodical stamps:

“The Department, however, cannot require
postmasters to segregate for the accommodation
of purchasers marginal strips of stamps bearing
plate numbers ; nor can any guarantee be given
that the stamps shall be perfectly centred.”

From the Herald Exchange we take the follow-
ing interesting extract from a lecture delivered
by Dr. W. H. Mitchell ot the Brooklvn Insti-
tute on the History of the United States T.ocal
Posts:

The first Post in America was operated by a
woman among the outposts along Ohio River
“Mad Ann” Bailey being her nick-name.

First recorded post was that operated from
JTamaica, Long Island was a stage owned hv
John Van Nostrant, The price charged for each
letter was 3 pence, and the notice in connection
with the announcement of the Stage Post states
that “No letter will be forwarded by the stage
unless the money is left with the letter.”

The lecturer stated that privat post stamns
were more varied than any other class of stamps
issued. The Doctor is one of the hest versed
collectors on Loca! Post Stamps in this country
‘and it was a great pleasure to listen to his car-
nest and pleasing lecture,

A discovery has been made in Buda-Pest of
an extensive theft of postage stamps, which
has been going on for some time past.
Sheets of stamps from the State printing office
which had been ordered to be destroyed, had
fallen into unauthorised hands, several per-
sons being implicated. The ringleader is M.

Szecsoedy, a former member of the Diet,
who at one time possessed some property,
which he was obliged to sell in order to pay his
election expenses. M. Szecsoedy, imagining
that he had been unfairly treated, attempted
some years ago to kill the purchaser of his estate
by means of a bomb. He was consequently
declared insane and sent to a lunatic asylunw.
Eventually he was discharged as cured, and
obtained an appointment in the ministry of fiu-
ance as controller of accounts. In 1897, M.
Szecsoedy began to get possession of sheets of
stamps which had been sent to the Drache Brick
Works to be destroyed. He offered the stoker
a large bribe not to throw the rolls of stamps
into the furnace until after the fire wus extin-
guished. M. Szecsoedy entrusted several per-
sons with the sale of the stamps.  Nothing
definite is known concerning the amount of the
stamps put into circulation, but in any case their
value is believed to reach many thousand florins,
The discovery of the affair was hrought about
by a young woman, who informed the police.—-
Reuter.

The 5, 10, 20 and 100 dollars newspaner and
periodical stamps of the United States have
been reprinted by order of the Government in
order to make up full sets to be sold to collectors.
We wonder whether this is the reason of the
delay in putting these stamps on the market.

SALE OF NEWSPAPER AND PERIODICAL
STAMPS.

The following is taken from the Daily Bulletin
issued by the Post Office Department at Wash-
ington, D. C., Saturday, February 4th, and as
this information is positively official, the advance
news of our Washington correspondent is con-
firmed.—Fditor.

Post Office Department,
Office of Third Ass't P. M. Gen'l.,
Washington, D. C,, Feb. 4, 1899.

Announcement is hereby made that, in com-
pliance with numerous requests made to tle
Postmaster General by collectors and others,
enough of the newspaper and periodical stamps
lately in use by postmasters to make up 50,000
complete sets have been reserved by the Depart-
ment for sale, and that on and after the 15th
instant they may be had of postmasters at first-
class post offices, or upon application to the
Third Ascistant Postmaster General, at the rate
of 5 dollars a set—the set consisting of one each
of the following twelve denominations: One,
two, five, ten, twenty-five and fifty cents, and
two, five, ten, twenty, fifty and one hundred dol-
lars. When applications are made by mail
the money to pay for the stamps must accompany
the order, with ten cents additional to pay for
postage and registry fee on the returned packet.

Not less than a full set will in anv case he sold :
but as many more whole sets as may be wanted
can be bought. When two sets or more arc
desired, any or all of the several denominations
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may be had in an unsevered condition, that is
to say, in strips not excecding ten stamps each.
or in blocks of four or more. The Department,
however, cannot require postmasters to segre-
gate, for the accomodation of purchasers, raar-
ginal strips of stamps bearing plate numbers;
nor can any guarantee be given that the stamps
shall be perfectly “centred.” It must also Le
understood that the stamps are not good for
postage, and that after their purchase they can-
not be redeemed or exchanged for others by the
Government.

The sale of these stamps will continue up to
the 31st of December next, unless the stock is
sooner disposed of ; but no more than the 50,0nc
sets will be sold, and no more will hereafter be
printed. In fact, the working plates from which
the stamps were printed will shortly be destroyed.

From DMekeel's TFeekly.

Soutd Sea Jsfand PBhifafelp,

The following extracts are taken from a book
“Brown Men and women,” by kdward Reeves
and show a non-philatelist’s opinion on stamp
matters.

TONGA.

“South Sea Island Governments make a ¢an-
siderable revenue out of the stamp collector.
Their postage stamps are frequently changed,
and large quantities are printed for them cheaply
at the Government printing oftices at Welling-
ton, New Zealand. So long as a bale of paper
and a printing press are left the philatelist nced
not despair of South Sea Islund stamps. To
catch his wildly scattered gold Samoan stamps
are manufactured wholesale, and even Tongon
stamps have been changed more than once.
The native Tongan rulers must not be blimed
for this disreputable expedient.  The ofhcial
Englishman who succceded My, Baker—not a<
“prime mimster,” for King George Tubhou ner-
sistently refused to acknowledge him as such,
but more as a sort of counsellor forced upm
the king by Sir John Thurston—boasts that he
was the first to apply it to Tonga. Even before
his time, however, there is very little doubt
that another Furopean official carried on this
game for vears, but he did <o sub rosa aad
pocketed all the proceeds, to the tune of £5000.
In 1804 the total number of letters despatched
represented a money value of [£146, vet the
revenue received for postage stamps sold wis
£580.  Only £440, or 300 per cent of the legti-
mate revenue, got from the stamp collector.
Surely it is about time the stamps were again
altered.”

SAMOA.

“Of course, the first steps of our philatelists
on landing were in the bee line to the post office.
Samoan stamps are most unblushingly articles
of commerce. The post office is farmed out,
and little assorted packets at 2s., and 6s. arc
neatly made up, and lie in piles awaiting the
collecting greenhorns. You can have “clean”
packets for so much, and packets impressed by

-

date stamps, and so cross marked with any date
vou choose, for so much “out of date” supersedad
stamps are “rising in price and getting scarce™
says the merchant, who not only sells but cre-
ates his own stock. However, I have no spuce
here for a crusade against philately.”

STATISTICS OF THI STAMI'S USED IN
THE GERMAN EMPIRE.

1872 1896

3 pf. 6o millions 325 millions
5 9 42 " 352 L)
10 ,, 280 2 740 tE
20 ,, 54 4 169
25, 50 pf. and 2 mk. 8 - 127,
Envelopes, money orders,

wrappers, etc. 206 ) 306,
Postcards, ordinary 118 ) 272,

. foreign

in 1880 under 1 " 5 4

Fossische Zeituny.

e oo WBican
R I A v SR VeV

TURKEY.—1865, 25 piastres.

According to the Echo, forgeries of this hi;fvh
value have lately been scen 1in Constanunople.
the colour of the forgeries (they exist used and
unused) is dull, the paper too thin, and the
perforation too rough, whereas the colour of the
originals is bright orange or vermilion, the
paper medium thick and the perforation regu-
lar. ‘The inscriptions on the forgeries are, how-
cver well imitated and can casily mislead.

T8e Monfreaf §ind,

The find of rare British Guina stamps which
was purchased by the Editor of the Montreal
Philatelist and described in that paper with such
a flourish of trumpets turns out to be a mare’s
nest. The illustration published was of a 2c.
circular on original. At the request of a St. Louis,
Mo., Collectar the were sent to him on approval
and turn out to be very poor forgeries. If the
Editor of the M.P. was not decised, he can be
credited with a pretty smart bit of advertising.
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PrICE PER INSERTION :—

Unce. 3 times. Otimes, 1ztimes.

s. d. s, d. s s, d
1 page .+ 300 27 © 226 20 0
14 page .. 180 16 6 136 120
X page 10 O 90 76 66
% page 6o 56 46 40

No smaller displayed advertisements will be taken
than 1-8th of a page.

Advertisements smaller than tnis must be inserted
in the EXCHANGE COLUMN, which in future
will be reduced to the rate of SIX WORDS A
PENNY, irrespective of length. They will be in
serted in small type and no display whatever allowed

BUSINESS CARDS g5/-for 12 INSERTIONS
CASH IN ADVANCE.

The (PBiafefic Fournaf of Breaf
Brifain,
@nd fhe P.3.63.05. Gdverfiger.

SUBSCRIPTIONS :—
Per Annum .
Single number ... .

2/6 post free.
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L’ABONNEMENT :—
Par an Fes 3.15 franco.
s NumMéro . v 4y 030,
Tout abonnement est daté du Janvier.
BEZUGSPREIS :--
Per Jahr M. 2 50 post frei.

Jede Nummer

" 0. 25

APRIL 1oth, 1898.

Our leader on this subject in our

Postal last number has brought us
Anomalies. several replies, onc of which we
give in full under Correspondence

in this number.That this matter is of the very
greatest interest to the public cannot be denied,
that reforms and some very drastic ones are
necessary everybody is convinced. The ques-
tion is only what ought to be improved. Our cor-
for one penny is too much weight for the price
and advocates a 'rate of one penny for every
two ounces. With this we do not agree, be-
cause the cheap letter rate we are enjoying at
present principally benefits ‘the commercial
classes, which according to onc speaker at the
recent meeting of the Association of Chambers
of Commerce, provide solely the profit the Post

Office makes at the present time. Private let-
ters rarely weigh four ounces, the great major-
ity are under one ounce. We furthermore da
rot agree with our correspondent that the rate
for parcels is cheap enough. When the Ger-
man Post Office can forward parcels weighing
eleven pounds for sixpence from one end of the
country to the other surely Great Britain could
do the same instead of charging one shilling for
the same weight.

We quite agree with him in regard to news-
papers and postcards. The latter should be sold
at face value and for the former a regular scale
of charges should be established say one half-
penny for every six ounces. This rate would
at once make all newspapers and journals
“second-class mail matter,” which would be
forwarded in separate bags and sorted after the
“first-class mail matter,” i.e. letters had been
dealt with.

But there are other matters besides news-
papers and parcels that ought to be reformeu.
We now refer to the postal orders. For instance
when the -holder has mutilated, defaced, or
wrongfully filled in some of the spaces on an
order, it 1s perhaps only fair that he should be
compelled to suffer for his ignorance ; but when
the Post Office point blank refuses to pay in
consequence of the errors of its own servants,
its w uer may be suspected of arbitrariness and
injustice. Let a case in point be quoted. It is,
according to the superintendent of a branch post
office, quite & common practice for busy postal
clerks to issue orders without stamping them
with the date and name of the office ; and when
these orders arc presented, although they may
be correctly filled up by the sender and receiver
the ost Office regulations prevent them being
cashed. The Post Office servants have made
the blunder, but the Department refuses to be
respunsible for the mistakes of its employes,
and flatly decnnes to discharge its own admitted
liamiuties to a bona-fide holder for value. One
would have thought that the Post Office would
have paid the holder—who must have come by
the order honestiv—and visited its displeasure
upon the careless clerk, whom it could easily dis-
cover by means of the registered nuomber of the
document. To add to the red tapeich arrogance
of the business, although the ['ost Office will not

" pay an unstamped order to a private holder, 1t

will cash it at once if it be presented by a bank.
This is adding insult to injury, as even Post
Office rule-makers must know that people who
transact their financial affairs by nieans of small
orders scldom own the luxury of a current ac-
count at an established bank. Could not the
Postmaster-General supplement the warning
t> examine change before leaving the counter
with a caution to see that postal orders are
stamped? In this direction, at least, he might
admit what everybody knows—the fallibility of
the Department.

Whatever viunder is made by the officials the
public has the trouble und the annoyance if
not serious loss, as the following items will
show,
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Recently a clothier despatched an order by
teiegraph to a wholesale clothing firm at Nant-
wich, but when the goods were received it was
found that instead of a mourning suit a coloured
cne had been made. Inquiries elicited the fact
that in the course of transmission the figures
representing the number of the cloth had been
altered, with the result that the articles were
practicaily useless.  The attention of the
Postmaster-General having been drawn to the
matter, ne admitted that an error had been made
but repudiated responsibility for any loss which
ensueu in consequence thereof. Mr. Henniker
Heaton’s attention was called to the case, and
he wnites:—"The Postmaster-General 1s pro-
tected in a way that is extended to no private
trader and incurs no liability. Last session |
presented a case in which a loss of f£5000 was
incurred through the gross carelessness of a
telegraph clerk.The :Mandarins of St. Mar-
tin's-le-Grand enjoy a monopoly and are
accountable to no one. My resolution, when
carried, 1or a permanent consultative committee
of .eading business men to advise the Postmas-
ter-General and sit with him in the interests
of the public will have the effect of stripping
the mandarins of their yellow jackets and pea-
cocks feathers. ‘They will no longer be the
masters but the servants of the public.

All these facts, and we could supplement them
ad infinitum, show clearly that the Post Oftice
must be reformed. we have not the slightest
wish to diminish the profits of the Post Ofhce in
the slightest degree, we are rather proud our
Post Office makes more profit annually than
the Post Office of any other country, but we do
hope that necessary reforms will be carried out
and the svuner that is done the better we shall
be pleased.

We draw the attention of our

Manchester rcaders to the article on  the
P hilatelic forthcoming Philatelic  Exhibi-

Exhibition. tion in Manchester in this num-

ber and we hope that all collec-
tors intending to exhibit will soon send in their
entries.

‘I'he selection of the Judges scems to us to be
very carfully done and is a certain proof of the
fairness of the Manchester Exhibition Commit-
tee, the names of cveryone of them is known
wherever there are stamp collectors and this in
itself is a guarantec of the strict impartiality
which wiil be shown in judging the exhibits, A
better or more comprehensive selection could
hardlv be made.

Medals are provided in abundance, 150 in all.
The competition will no doubt be keen, but no-
body need be afraid. every exhibit will be shown
well and we have no doubt that the medals witi
fall to those that deserve them. '

W e were, however, sorry to hear that an appli-
cation for space was made from a certain guar-
ter and under the condition that a bronze medal
would be promised and the ingenious exhibitor
even went so far as to say he would increase
the space i.e. the sum paid for the same, if a

silver medal would be guaranteed. We repeat
we were sorry to hear of such an insinuation hav-
ing been made and we applaud the action of
the Exhibition Committee of not even replying
to inis application. Men like the applicant in
this case are the cancers of philately and should
be put up to public derision by the publication
of their names. We really should like to see
the faces of the Judges when the Committee
calmly informed them of the bargains that had
been made in this manner.

But let us hasten away from such disgraceful
applications and turn to matters more congenial.
We are glad to hear of good exhibits being
cntered and can only recommend the fairness ot
the Committee in pointing out where the weak
spots of the Exhibition are. German States,
IXnglish Colonies, specially West Indies and
North America, are not yet well represented and
we trust pointing these countries out will have
the desired result.

INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC EXHIBI-
TION, MANCHESTIR, 13¢g.

The design of the medals has been chosen
and a proof reccived from the makers, a photo
of which is herewith*

“Tt gives us great pleasure that we are permitied by courtesy
of the Exhibition Committee to rlace a photo of this medal before
our readers and believe they will all share our opinion, that the
design is chaste and beautiful.— ke Aditor.
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The medals will be 13in. in diameter and
the gold ones will be 18 carat. The successful
exhibitor’s name and the class in which the par-
ticular medal is awarded will be cngraved on
the rim similar w the English Crown pieces.

Exhijbition stamps have been issued which are
intended to make the exhibition widely known
and keep the date ot the opening fresh in the
memory of the Public.

At the Executive mecting held on March 15th,
the following well-known Philatelists  were
appointed to act as judges.

Mr. E. D. Bacon, London.

Mr. J. Bernichon, Paris.

Mr. F. Breitfuss, St. Petersburg.
Mr. M. P. Castle, J.P., Brighton.
Dr. E. Diena, Rome,

Major Evans, R.A., London.

Dr. M. Vede!, Copenhagen.

The Committee feel tnat they are exception-
ally fortunate 1n having the consent of these
cminent Philatelists to act as Judges ; they form
a body international in character and are in the
highest sense individually representative of the
best traditions of Philately in their respective
countries :

Tickets for the Exhibition are now ready.
They take the form of a souvenir card and are
as follows:

Subscriber’s ticket (not transferable), one
guinea entithing holder, in addition to ad-
mission to the Exhibition ta attend aull
ceremonies (including the dinner subject
to paying therefore). The list of subscri-
bers will be printed in the catalogue.

Season tickets (not transferable), which carry
with them five single ticket admissions,
cntitle holder and lady to admission and to
attend all ceremonies (except the dinner).
‘I'he holders of these tickets will not be con-
sidered to be subscribers and their names
will not appear as such in the ofticial Cata-
logue.

Single admission tickets: One shilling each.

All these three classes entitle the holder ¢n
admission to one official catalogue free of
charge.

The Advertising Committee desire to call the
attention of intending advertisers to the circuiar
already issued the terms of which will be strictly
adhered to. Practically all space facing read-
ing matter is already bespoken.

In view of the number of promises of support
in the nature of exhibits (for which the Com-
mittee desire to express their thanks) it has been
found advisable, having regard to the further
calls for space in this direction which the Com-
mittee anticipate being made before May 1st
to approach the Council of the City Art Gallery
for the use of another gallery in addition to the
four already arranged for.

As a result another room 77 feet by 29 fect has
been secured.

The Committee wish it to be distinctly under-
stood that although the success of the Exhibition
so far as exhibits of the highest degree of ex-

cellence are concerned, has for some time nuw !

been un assured fact, yet they desire to receive

as many more exhibits as possible in view of the

large number (about 150) medals offered for
competition.

The competition in Europeans (except Ger-
man States, more exhibits of which are required)
and Sovuth America promises to be keen and ex-
tremely interesting. Having regard to the num-
ber of medals oftered for Colonials (especially
West Indies) and North America, the competi-
tion requires strengthening. The time tu expire
between now and May 1st together with this
note, will, 1t 1s trusted, remedy all this.

This being perhaps the last available oppor-
tunity 1 wish to call renewed attenuon to the
special facilities offercd in the Prospectus to
Collectors of showing certain countries omitting
the earlier and usuully rarer stamps. This is
entircly a new experiment in kExhibitions and
I trust collectors will not let the opportuaity
which is thus offered to them, slip.

All entries close on May 1st, 18g09.

The following additional Special Medals have
been offered to and accepted by the Committee
since the last report :

Bradford Philatelic Society.—One silver and oze
bronze medal for the best exhibits from a
resident in Yorkshire.

Liverpool Philatelic Society.~—One silver and
one bronze medal for the best exhibits from
LLiverpool and district (i.e. within a radius
of fiftcen miles).

Plymouth Philatelic Society.—One silver medal
for the best exhibit of uncatalogued varie-
ties shown in Class 11, consisting of stamps
issued up to the end of 1896 and not cata-
logued by Stunley Gibbons or Scott.

Messes, Bright and Son.—One silver medal for
the best exhibit of Holland in Class 11.

Messrs. Winch Bros. One bronze medal for
the best and most accurate colour chart,
consisting of genuine government postal
issues with colours named—Sechecks, re-
prints, locals and forgeries being excluded.

The Nederlandsche Vereeniging van Postzegel-
verzamelaars,  Amsterdam.—One  silver
medal for the best exhibit shown by a
native of Holland.

The Socicta Filatelica Lombarda, DMilan.—
One silver medal for the most meritorious
exhibit of Italian States in Class 1L

The Sociét¢ rangaise de Timbrologie, Paris.
—One silver medal for the best exhibit of
the stamps of France or French Colonies.

Mr. Lrnst Stock.—One  gold and one silver
medal for the two best cxhibits of unused
German States rcgard being paid to the
pristine beauty of the specimens exhibited
as well as to their rarity.

Messrs. Butler Brothers.—One bronze medal
for the best collection of not less than zoxo
varieties shown by a boy or girl under 16
and attending school,

G. FRED. H. G1BSON.
Hon. Sec. to the Exhibition.
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POSTAL RATE ANOMALIES.

To the Editor of the P.J.G.B.
Sir,

The ways of the Post Office authorities are
past finding out, as many students thereof have
discovered. In 1870 when the 14d. rate was
introduced for postcards and newspapers, it was
found that a 4oz. limit would not include The
Times, and to avoid its thunders at being ex-
cluded, six ounces was proposed, but as it was
not supposed a heavier paper would be issued,
no limit of weight was fixed. Some of the large
trade journals as well as the illustrated weekhes
quickly proved that by issuing special supple-
ments they could increase their weight ad hb,
and so make a small fortune out of the doubled
or trebled advertisements, while the public naid
the cost of their delivery which ought to he
charged for as parcels.

In the matter of letters, the authorities have
created a big difficulty for them=elves and for
the public that ought to have the fir<t considera-
tion. They suddenly increased the weight that
might be sent as a letter to the same  as  tor
bhooks, with the result that real letters are con-
stantly delayed. The handling of these bulky
packets delays the sorting and despatch of the
postmen on their rounds. Manv men who have
to reach their business by g or 9.30 a.m. cannot
get their private letters before leaving home
now, and some sericus consequences result in
cases of urgency or illness of relatives, Even if
the postmen left sorting offices five minutes
later, they arc 10 1o 20 minutes longer on thar
rounds owing to increased weight iind mixing up
of small letters and large mackages.

But there is no intelligible method of charg-
ing these rates, Letter-carrying being a mono-
poly of the Post Office cught to be specially cn-
stdered, and to ensure rapid delivery the weight
should be reduced. Newspapers and books are
“second-class matter,” and could go by a second
delivery by separate men following the letter-
carriers. Parcel-carrying heing purely competi-
tive with Rajlwav Cos. ought to be limited.
The following is a simple and intelligible methad
of rating and fair allround.

T.etters.—%4d. per ounce, commencing at
present with a minimum of 20z.

Newspapers and periodicals of all kinds sent
singlv and open at the cends.—14d. per 6 oz. up
to 2d. for 240z., or possibly a maximum of 2lbs.
for 3d. There is no reason why single books
should not be included.

There will still be the anomaly of halfpenny
papers weighing under zo0z. costing as much
for postage as a 6d. paper at 6oz., so 1 would
propose a farthing rate for such papers and for
circulars under 207. in open covers delivered at
Pnst Offices in packets of 120 as a minimum,

Parcels are cheap enough at present rates.

Post and letter-cards to be <old a face value
like adhesives, Better quality cards and enve-
lopes to be charged more, like any ordinary
stationery,

We cannot go back to the pre-Rowland Hill
days and charge differently for distance.The
United Kingdom must be one postal district at
uniform rates.

Your Obedient Servant,
B. W. WARHURST.
15 March, 18gg.
Chelsea.

HISTORY OF THE CORRESPONDENCE
CARD AND OF OTHLER EXNTIRES
OF THE BELGIAN POSTAL SERVICE.

By JuLEs Bouves.

(Continued from Vol. VIIl., Page 113).

On January 1st, 1876, important alterations
having been introduced into the tariffs in force
with France, and especially the reduction to 15¢.
of the rate on letters circulating within a radius
of 3o kilometers on either side ot the Franco-
Belgian frontier, the Belgian Postal Adminis-
tration was under the necessity of increasag
the stocks of the offices by an additional supply
of postage stamps and, especially, of postal
cards, in order to meet the changed conditions.
On the other hand, the entrance of France into
the Postil Unton had a marked influence on
the sale of postage stamps and correspondence
cards of the roc value in all the poust offices.
We have already seen that, whereas 126,004
single roc cards were sold during the second
half of 1875, the number increased to 520,937
cards for 1876, or more than double for the six
months. This considerable increase, which
could hardly be expected. compelled the Belgian
Postal Administration to hurry forward another
extensive printing of the correspondence cards
of the second type, green on sky-blue. The
first printing of 100,000 cards had heen made on
March 1st, 1875, on unglazed card. 'l he same
paper was used for the second printing, which
was of 1,400,000 card~, but for the third printing,
which took place on May z2oth, 1878, and com-
prised goo,o00 cards, a half-glazed paper was
emploved. As to the shades of paper, these
varied in the second and third printings from sky-
blue to gray blue. Also here and there certain
defects in the impression were discovered, aris-
ing, it appears, from the wearing of the plates,
and thus far they have not been wel: defined.

On February ist, 1877, the single 5c. corres-
pondence card appeared without frame, but still
with the stamp of the same type. Between that
date and May 1s5th, 1879, the period during
which the Belgian post offices were supplizd
with this value, there were four different nnint-
ings of these, comprising the following quanti-
ties 15t printing, February 1oth, 1877, 6,000,600
cards, violet shade, supplied March 2oth, 1877 ;

2nd printing, October 15th, 1877, 6,000,000
cards, violet rose shade, supplied November
25th, 1877;

3rd printing, May 2oth, 1878, 5,000,000 cards,
mauve shade, supplied June 25th, 1878 ;
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4th printing, December sth, 1878, 9,000,000
cards, very pale violet shade, supplied Becember
15th, 1878.

In the various printings of this value errors
and differences in the impression were dis-
covered. These defects have been carefully
searched out by several Belgian collectors, begin-
ning in 1877, and we give them here:

First printing:

1) Omission of the hyphen between the word
‘card’ and ‘correspondence.’

2) Complete absence of the T in the word
‘CENTIMES' on the stamp.

3) Absence of the period after the word
‘adresse’ in the notice.

Second printing:

1) Blur in the crown surmounting the coat
of arms.

2) No dots over the Flemish word ‘zijde’ in the
notice.

Third printing :

1) A period after ‘Carte-Correspondence..’
This period does not exist in any copy of the
other printings.

2) ‘Belgiocue’ instead of ‘Belgique,” on the
stamp.

3) Absence of the final period after the Flem-
ish word ‘gebruiken’ in the notice,

4) Complete blurring of the coat of arms.

Fourth printing :

1) Distance of 2 mm. betwecn the final E of the
word ‘Correspondence’ and the postage stamp
of the card; in the other cards the distance is
14 mm,

2) The letter M of the notice is 13 mm. from
the edge of the card; in the other cards this
letter is 11 mm. from the edge.

3) Blurring of the coat of arms, which is
slightly inclined to the left.

4) Absence of the s in the word 'Centimes’ on
the stamp.

These errors and differences of impression
appeared on a few cards in a pretty large number
of packets of 100 each, sold at certain offices only,
which leads to the supposition that they occurred
at certain places on the plate used for the im-
pression after printing had commenced in the
manufactory and that they escaped notice even
after the sheets were cut up and the cards packad
in bundles. It is known that the cards are
printed in sheets and then cut apart, to be after-
wards done up in packets of 100 cards each.
Each packet is placed under a band bearing the
initials of the person who makes it up, and this
person is therefore responsible to the factovy
manager for the quantity that the packet ought
to contain. In the course of his work, he should
count the cards and throw out those which show
bad printing, a tear or any other defect, and
should deface them so as to make them useless.

Beginning with October 1st, 1877, a ministenal
decision authorized the deliverv of entire sheets
of postal cards intended for the printing of
advertisements. This method of delivery was
subject to the condition that the quantity of
cards ordered should not be less than twenty
sheets and that the cards should bear the name

and address of the printer in addition to the
advertisements printed thereon. This obuga-
tion was imposed in accordance with the treaty
of Berne of 1874.

On October 10th, 1877, instructions were givan
to the postal staff for orders for cards in sheers,
to be executed as promptly as possible, although
the Administration did not fix any particular
time. ‘lThe authorities reserved to themselvus
the right to execute them within such period as
the circumstances and (particularly) the quantity
ordered might require,

The special orders to be given in these cases
were to specify the quantities, giving the num-
ber of sheets as well as the number ot cards aad
their value, each sheet being composed of thirty
single cards and fifteen double cards (with repli;).

The public took but little advantage of this
decision, for apart from the four printings men-
tioned in the period betwcen February roth,
1877, and December 15th, 1878, there was no
spectal printing. But the quantity of cards sup-
plied in sheets for the printing of advertisements
during this period may be estimated at 84,000,
This number may be divided as follows:

2,500 double cards, or soo sheets,
76,500 single cards, or 2550 sheets.

As 1t was not possible, so far as we know, to
make, on the cards delivered in sheets, the same
search for errors which we have remarked con-
cerning the cards in packets, the number of
defective copies could not be determined, :vea
approximately, nor the place which they would
occupy in each sheet.

There is one point to which it is of importance
to draw attention, and that is the quality of the
paper which was used for making the cards of the
second and third types (buff card without alle-
gorical figure; second type with frame, third
type without frame). An attentive examination
of these values will show that, whereas the card
of the first tvpe was made with smooth paper,
half glazed, for those of the second and third
types use was made of a paper more or less rough,
the glazing of which left much to be desired. In
the cards of the third type, without frame, the
paper used was of a yellowish gray tint for the
first printing, and at the second printing the yel-
low shade was stronger and the paper rough.
And it was only at the third printing that recourse
was had again to the smooth, half glazed paper
of the first type ; as to the colour, that remained
the same as in the second printing.

This change in the quality of the paper, ai-
though not made the subject of a public an-
nouncement by the Postal Administration coin-
cides with the issue of the second type of stamped
envelopes.

Although the treaty of Berne, of October 3%h,
1874, instituting the International Postal Union
admitted to circulation in all the countries of
the Union the 10c. correspondence card which
was placed on sale on July 1st, 1875, it did not
authorize in a general way the dispatch of cer-
respondence cards with reply prepaid. Only
special arrangement authorized the exchange



April 10, 1899

PHILATELIC JoURNAL oF GREAT BriTAIN. 67

of these cards on payment of a rate double that
of letters, The first was the subject of a conven-
tion dated May 1st, 1875, signed at Hague by
the plenipotentiaries of Belgium and of the
Netherlands. This convention has the follow-
ing in Art. 7: “In the relations between Bel-
gium and the Netherlands, use may be made
of correspondence cards with reply prepaid,
issued by the Administration of the country
of origin. The reply card will be sent back,
if required, without charge. The double form
used in the interior will be employed, on condi-
tion of applying on each half additional stamp-
to the amount of gc. Cards insufficiently pre-
paid will not be forwarded.”

The same arrangement was made between Del-
gium and Germany, by a convention signed at
Berlin on May 25th, 1875, then between Belgium
and the Grand Duchy ot T.uxemburg, by a con-
vention dated June 22nd, 1875, and finally be-
tween Belgium and Great Britain following a
treaty dated February 17th, 1870.

In Belgium, in addition to the 1oc. correspon-
dence cards, the public was authorized to nse
for the Postal Union the correspondence cards,
of sc on condition of completing the rate by
means of adhesive postage stamps. The cor-
respondence cards with reply prepaid. created
for the interior, served also for abroad. on con-
dition of the prepayment being completed up
to 1oc for each half of the double form.

These details, to which it is important to call
the attention of philatelists, will give them the
explanation of a fact frequently observed dur-
ing the past few years and which has been
wrongly attributed to inexplicable errors.  That
is the existence on certain postage stamps of
one country of a cancellation by post ofhces of
another countrv. This circumstance is  ex-
plained by the use of adhesive postage stamps
for the prepayment of postal cards with reply.
It must, however, he observed that this peculiar-
ity is found only on the stamps of r1oc. wnd under
and those of an equivalent value in foreign
money, for the privilege of prepaying a reply
card in postage stamps of the country of erigin
applies only to the ordinary postage. [If the
cards, on its return, is to be registered or sent
by special messenger, the special rates for these
are to be paid in stamps of the country from
which the replv card is returnea.

From the dmerican Journal of Philately.

(To be continued).

Internationaf (Pbifatefic QUnion.
AIRIL, 18g9. REPORT.

Honorary President—
Uis Honour Judge PaILBRICK, Q.C.
Honorary Vice-Presidents
VERNON RoBERTS, Manchesler.
Rev. W. BeLL, Cork.
President—
H. R. OLb#1ELD, London.

Vice-Presideuts—
W. DorxinG BECKTON, Manchester.
H. L. Havymax, London.

Conunittee—
F. Emrsox, Birmingham
W. Habrow, London.
W. G. HHawkins, London.
J. E.JoseLiN, London.
W, B. KiRKPATRICK, Bournemouth.
W. Marruews, London.
S. C. Skirrox, Salisbury.
C. T. REeu, London.
H. Tuoxpsox, London.
B. W. WaruursT, London.

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer—

T. . ll_lNTON, 5, Paultons Square, Chelsea, London,

S.W
llon. Excliunge Superintendent—

Dr. Makx, 6, llaven Grccn‘.Ealing, London, W.

Hon, Librarian—

B. W. WakluUksT,

London, 8.W.
Hon. Counterfest Delector.

W. llantow, 331, Strand, London, W.C.

15, DPaultons Syuare, Cheisea,

Hon. Selicitors—

Messrs.  OLDFIELD, BarTraM & OLprierp, St
Stephen’s Chambers, Telegraph Street, Moorgate
Street, London, E.C.

MEMBERSHIP.

Candidates for admission must be over 18
years of age, anu supply at least two satisfactory
references. They wili then be proposed for
election, and if no objection be lodged within
fourteen days, he duly elected. The enrance
fee, 25. 6d. and subscription, 3s., should accom-
pany the application, and will be refunded in the
event of the non-election of the applicant.

NEW MEMBER.

TIIOMAS EDWARD LAURENSON,

Romsey,
Hauts.

NOTICES.

The sixth Meeting of the season took place at Essex
Hall, present : The President, Mr. I1. R. Oldfeld in
the chair, and Messrs. L. W. Fulcher, H. Thompson,
\V. Hadlow, and the Ifon. Sec. Mr. Oldficid dis.
played his collection of Servia, which, together with h*
remarks therein afforded much interest and pleasure to
those present.  The next meeting will be heid on
Wednesday, April 19, at 8 p.m., at Iissex I{all, when
Mr, H. Thompson, will give a display of Fiscals.

MANCHESTER EXHIBITION.

June 29 to Tuly 5 next Members are reminded that
application for space must be sent in not later than
May 1st.  There are a laige number of awards to be
made both for Medium as well as Advanced Collectors.
Al information can be ohtained from the Hon. Secretary
Mr. G. F. H. Gibson, 2, Cooper Street, Manchester.
I.P.U. Members will it is hoped exhibit and do their
best to carry off some of the prizes-
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The Annual General Meeting and Election of Officers
and Committee for 1899-1900 will be held at Essex
Hall, Essex Street, Strand, on Wednesday evening,
May 17th, at 8 o’clock. All Members who can do so
are urgently requested toattend. A proposed alteration
of rules to provide for Life Membership will be brought
before this Meeting. Members unable to attend and
wishing to propose Candidates for office or make any

suggestions are requested to communicate with the
Hon. Sec.

THOS. H. HINTON,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer,
Int. Phil. Union.

5, Paultons Square,
Chelsea, London, S.W.
April s5th, 1899.

MANCHESTER PHILATELIC SoCIETY.—Presi-
dent, W. Dorning Beckton. The seventh
meeting was held at the Grand Hotel on Decem-
ber 10th, 1898. ‘There were eleven members
presént. Mr. Petri occupying the chair, owing
to the absence of the President through iliness.

Mr. ]. Stelfox Gee was clected a member of
the society.

Mr, Grunewald read a paper on the stamps
of France since 1870.

The annual dinner took place on January 6th,
1899. As the President was unable to be pre-
sent through illness, Mr. Petri presided. After
dinner a lantern exhibition of views in the Rel-
lowstone Park was given by Mr. Buxton, the
lantern being provided and manipulated by
Mr. Abbott. Songs and recitations were also
contributed by members and friends.

At the eighth meeting on Friday, January
13th there were thirteen members present. Mr.
J. G. Smithson was elected a corresponding
member. The President took the chair and
read a paper on “The Stamps of Venezuela
from 1874.” He claimed a discovery in the
1880 issue for exterior use of secret marks, con-
sisting of a smalil dot on each side of the head
on the oval surrounding it. All the values are
from the same matrix. On the 1 bolivar the
word “cents” being deleted and “ belivar” in-
serted.

There was a large attendance at the ninth
meeting on January 27th, when the President
took the chair and Mr. Vernon Roberts read a
short paper on “The Triangular stamps of the
Cape.” In the portion of his fine collection
which he showed consisting of about 8oo un-
used and a large number used, were blocks and
pairs of all the stamps unused including several

blocks of 32, 179% wood blocks, amongst them
being 4 1d. unused and a pair of the 4d. unused.
There were also 4 1d. errors, one of them hav-
ing the 4d. se tenant, and 3 copies of the 4d.
with white lines in corner, one being in a pair
of the rare green blue shade.

The President occupied the chair at the meet-
ing on February ioth, when g other members
and one visitor were present. Only formal
business was transacted.

The eleventh meeting took place on February
24tu when the President was supported by 11
members. Mr. H. J. Bryceson was elected a
member of the Society, Mr. H. R. Oldfield
(President I.P.U.) read a paper on the stamps
of Bolivia and gave a display of a practcally
complete collection of specimens of all the
various issues. He dealt at length with the sc.
green 1867-8 showing that although only one
plate was used there are clear evidences of six
rctouches, which form for specialist purposes,
seven plates. Of these Nos. 4 and 7 are the
rarest and the two sheets handed round for
inspection are probably unique. After describ-
ing and illustrating the principal varieties on
cach sheet he showed the 1894 issue on both
thick and thin paper, and reconstructed sheets
of the high values of the first issue, the whole
paper and display evidencing the care and
minuteness with which Mr. Oldfield has con-
ducted his investigations in connection with

; this little known country.

The twelfth meeting was held at the Grand
Hotel on Friday, March 1oth, the President
being in the chair supported by 11 members.
The Librarian reported scveral gifts to the
Library including unbound volumes of La
Revue Philatelique Belge, Der Philatelist and
l.e I'imbre Poste for 1898, Messrs. Bright and
Son’s A.B.C. catalogue, the back numbers ot
the London Philatelist necessary to complete
volumes from Mr. Castie, the American Journal
of Philately, the Monthly Journal, the P.J.G.B.,
the Record and La Revue Postale. Mr. North
read a paper on “The Seamy side of Philately,”
dealine with the work of the forger, wrong sur-
charges, chemical changelings and other varie-
ties, followed by reference to reprints, stamp
changers and commemorative stamps.

At the thirteenth meeting on March 24th the
President took the chair and there were also
present 11 other members.

Signor G. L. Arduin was elected a corres-
ponding member of the Society.

The Librarian reported that Mr. E. D. Bacon
had prescnted to the society a copy of “The
Stamp Collector” by Messrs. Hardy and Bacon,
and on the motion of the President, seconded
by Mr. Munn it was resolved that the best thanks
oi .2 society be given to Mr. Bacon for his gift.

Mr. Petri read a paper on “The Italian States”
giving an account of the circumstances attend-
ant upon the issue and withdrawal of the vari-
ous stamps.

G. FRED H. GIBSON,

Hon. Sec.
Kersal, Manchester.
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SUBURBAN EXCHANGE CLUB. September
packets have come back and accounts duly ren-
dered for shat month. Sales were as follows: —

September A1 £104 14s. 3d.
September Az £87 4s. 11d.
September B1 £so0 2s. 6d.
September Bz /27 7s. .d.

October packets are expected back shortly.

187 sheets, valued in the aggregate at {1914
15s. 2d., were made up into four packets and
despatched on the February circuit in good
time. Stamps were priced so reasonably that
good sales should be the result. During the
past month two resignations were accepted and
the follewing were duly elected as members:
J. Collingridge (Brentwood), W. B. Kirkpatrick
(Bournemouth), A. H. Dugwall (Bath), C, Piens
(Aldershot), C. E. kagan (London), T. N. Ray-
ward (Sidcup), Dr. Chambers (London), J. k.
Sparrow (Aberystwyth), C. T. Long (Dover),
and G. H. Evans (Manchester). Non-contri-
butors wishing to see packets should advise the
secretary to that effect. Club sheets should
be used, and a proposal for a packet for entires
only is under consideration. Supporters of this
scheme should send their names in without de-
lay. Applications for membership should be
accompanied by references.  Secretary, H. A,
Slade, Ingleside, St. Albans.

October packets have come back from circu-
lation, and accounts have been promptly ren-
dered and settled. Sales were as follows:—

October At packet £123 4s. 7d.
October Az packet £ri14 3s. 1d.
October Br packet {77 os. 11d.
October B2z packet {59 19s. 2d.

November packets are expected back within |

the next fortnight. For the March circuit, 171
sheets valued in the aggregate at £2,002 5s. 4d.
were made up into four packets and despatched
on their rounds on the z5th. Many members
sent some of their best duplicates at reasonable
prices so a good percentage of sales is antici-
pated. The issues of the various African Com-
panies were specially strong, with Continentals
a good second. Six applications for member-
ship-were received during the past month, four
of which were accepted. Mcmgers of the prin-
cipal foreipn clubs are invited to send selec-

tions, while British buyers, sending good refer-
ences, will always be welcomed. For copy of
rules and full information, apply to the Secre-
tary, H. A. Slade, Ingleside, St. Albans.

HERTS PHILATELIC SOCIETY.—A general
meeting was held at Anderton’s Hotel on March
7, at 7 p.m. Present: Harold J. White (Hon.
President), Gordon Smith, M.A., Capt. E.
Stokes Roberts, \WW. A. Bois, L. E. Bradbury,
W. G. Cool, G. Gaffe, W. Simpson, C. K.
Sutherland, E. A. Mardon, E. Pemberton, J.
W. Jones, E. P. Dry, E. Bounds, and S. J.
Anderson, H. A. Slade, and H. Sidebotham.

The minutes of the last meeting were read
and confirmed. The recommendations of the
Committee that Messrs. Bradbury, Cool and
Haynes be appointed to form a Finance Com-
mittee, and that the April meeting be postponed
till the 11th on account of Easter were carried
ncm con,

W. Dyson Perrins, E. Bounds, C. S. Milner,
and M. Z. Kuttner were proposed and elected
members of the society.

Business being concluded, the Hon. Presi-
dent gave a display of his famous collection of
English stamps of Gold Medal notoriety. A
special vote of thanks to Mr. Harold White for
his interesting and instructive entertainment
was carried with acclamation and brought the
proceedings to a termination at g.30 p.m.

The February packet of the Society contained
30 sheets valued at £433 11s. 634d.  November
and December sales realised £27 s4. 2d. and
£39 2s. gd. respectively.

H. A. SLADE,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

Ingleside, St. Albans.

Mero Jssues and Qariefies,

Owing to the Easter Holidays and the absence of the
compiler the list is held over this month.

The Governor has given notice that on April
1st Malta wiil join the Imperial Postal Union
and all letters to and from other portions of the
Empire that have agreed to the 1d. Imperial
rate.
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Stanley Grhbonw’s Aonthiy.—London.
THE ICELAND PROVISIONALS OF 18g7.

As we see by some of the German papers that
the Iceland Provisionals issued in August, 1897.
of which we have sold a good few, were stated
to be swindling products, we have taken some
pains in investigating their history, and have
much plcasure in publishing herewith two doca-
ments, one signed by the Governor of the I~land,
and the other by the leading Consuls, proving
the absolute authenticity of these stamps, whose
merits we do not think can be called in question
any further.

“(Translation).
“THE GERMAN CONSULATE IN ICE-
LLAND.

“REYKJAVIK,
February 7th, 18g9.
“THF. GOVERNOR OF ICELAND,

“In your favour of Feb. 1st you begged e,
Mr, Consul, to give you a declaration uvon the
newspaper article then enclosed, which is said
to have appeared in the philatelic journal
Fertrauliches Correspondenzblatt, in  Dresden,
No. 12, 1808, wherein it 1s maintained that the
overprinted 3 aur Iceland stamps, upon the
stamps of 5 aur, are a ‘swindling production,’
which an Icelandic post office official is snid to
have brought about without permission, in spite
of the fact that a sufficient supnlv of the orain-
ary stamps of 2 aur were on hand, and furtheor,
that this post office official has himself taken
over the supplv of the stamps overvrinted in »his
manner,

“With regard to the above statement, and
remarking that it is entirely false from beginni g
to end, the following is to be reported:

“Shortly after the present postmaster, Briem,
who took over the post office at Revkjavik rn
August 1st, 18¢g7 had taken over the postal busi-
ness, it was discovered that the supplies of the
ordinary ro aur and 2 aur stamps were almost
used un. The want of 10 aur stamps could be
supnlied by stamps of 5 aur, of which a consider-
able quantity were on hand. As, however, the
rate for printed matter is 3r per 10 Kvint, the

ordinary stamps of 3 aur could not be dispensed
with. Soon afterwards 1 ordered from Copen-
hagen a new supplv of the ordinary stamps of o
aur and 3 aur. At the end of October in the
same vear the yellow 3 aur stamps were quite
used ur before the new supply had arrived from
Copenhagen. As in this way there werc wno
mare 3 aur letter stamps for use, 1 caused 86 and
50 <heets of the 5 aur letter stamps to he over-
printed with the word ‘orir’ (three) in black
colour. The first 8 cheets were at first over-
printed with the ‘3’ in red but in consequence
of representations made thereon by the post-
master 21l the 136 sheets were overprinted with
the word ‘prir’ in black colour. Of the 136
sheets thus overprinted, 126 sheets were handed
sver tn the postmaster for use instend of the
ordinary 3 aur.

“The greater part of the overprinted and
delivered stamps were sold here in Revkjavik
at the beginning of November of the same vear
and were all used up as a new supplv arrived
towards the end of the month. That anvone
whatsoever of the Icelandic postal autherities
has made u<e of the nhove-mentioned overpriat-
ing for purnases of <speculation. or that he has
made use of the same in order to enrich himse:f
through th~ sale of the overprinted stamns,
which is forbidden by law, is a perfectly baseless
incrimination. .

Signed, MAGNUS STEVENSON.

“The genuineness of the translation is hereoy
attested.

“REYVRIAVIK, February oth, 1890.

“The German Consul, ID. THOMSEN.”

The official imprint of the Im-

perial German Consulate at
Reykjavik is affixed, as above.

T.ocus sigilli.

“(Translation).
“THFE. GERMAN CONSULATE IN ICE-
LAND.

“The undersiened Consuls and townsmen of
Reykjavik on demand make the following
declaration herewith with regard to the revilinzgs
that have been published in the German philate-
lic journals concerning the Icelandic Postal
Svstem :—

“The stamps of 3 aur overprinted on the gre=n
stamps of § aur are certainly no ‘swindling pro-
ductions,” The stamps were overprinted on tiie
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order issued by the Governor, as being the caief
postal authority, in order to supply an actual
tailure of the stamps of 3 aur. The stamps have
been sold at the post oftice here, as also at oth.r
places in the country where the stamos of 3 aur
were lacking, and have been used everywhere
for franking letters sent by the post.

“Jt is also an unlawful statement that an lce-
landic postal official his bought or taken over a
large part of the overprinted stamps, or that wuv
post office official whatsoever has in anv way a
pecuniary interest in the overprinting here
referred to.

Signed by
“D. THoMsEN, Consul for Germany.
“C. ZimskN, French Consular Agent.
“J. THORVALDssON, DBritish Consul.
“ GUDBRANDUR FINNBOGASON, Vice-Consul
Sweden and Norway,
“REYKJAVIK, February gth, 189g.

“The accuracy of the wranslation is hereby
atrested.
“Signed, D. FHOMsEN, German Consul,

“REYKJAVIK, February roth, 189g.”
COREA.

We have received the following information
from a correspondent in Japan, who promises
us copies of the Decrees and Notices relative to
the stamps which we chronicled, with consider-
able reserve, in November, 1895. We arc sorrv
that there is no hope of finding any of the stamps
which were not used upon the letters of several
hundred years ago, when the svstem appears
to have been a primitive one, but eminenily
satisfactory to the postal officials ; but it scems
likely that the stamps which may have been
issued in 1805 are at least as wortnv o1 collection
as those that were not issucd in 1885!

“For many years Corea has, 1 believe, had a
kind of postal system, under which anvone wisa-
ing to send a letter took it to an office and paid
a certiin sum.  Such a system wi- in force hers
for several hundred vears, probably, before the
present postal sy:tem was introduced.  the let-
ters used to be kept untifa sufficient number had
accumulated, and then a -pecinl messenger
would be sent with them. Often, however, thev
were never sent off at all. The people  who
received the money would simply pocket it and
destroy the letters. This happened very often
in Corea, where bribery and corruption is worse
even than in China. To stop this the Corean
Government attempted, in 1885, to introduce iie
use of stamps, and actually had a series prepared
either in England or America. Unfortunately,
however, for the success of the plan, they bure
the Chinese characters meaning "Great Corea.’
Seeing this the Chinese representative in Seoul
at once sent a strong remonstrance, saying that
Corea was wributary to China and that Coun'ry
would certainly not allow such stamps to be used
by any of her denendencies. So effectual was
this remonstrance that the stamps were with-
drawn at once. It is said, however, that the

| King did not wish to give the real reason for tae
withdrawal, but when he tound that the Govern-
ment had to pay—

\1) For making the stamps,

“(z) Salaries to those who sold them at various
offices,

“(3) Salaries to those who obliterated them.
he was quite disgusted, and said, * Why, it 1s pay.
pay, pay all the time, ‘The old pian is the
best. We will not have any stamps.’ How-
ever this may be, the stamps were withdrawn,
and the old and extremely unsatisfictory sys-
tem continued.

“\When, however, the Japanese went to war
with China they did so with the object of put-
ting an end to the Chinese supremacy in Corea
and freeing the peninsula from Chinese con-
scrvative  influences. Naturally, therefore,
one of the first things they did was to induce
the Corean Government to reform their posti
system, and issue proper stamps. lhe pre-
sent scries was, I believe, printed at the Japan-
ese Government Printing Oftice at Tokio.
They were issued, if 1 remember right, in 18ys,

l and have been regularly used ever since on all

ictters sent from one part ot Corea to another.

| | heard that at a meeting held in Washington

last autumn Corea was admitted as a member
of the Postal Union; but so far this does not
seem to have gone into effect, and the Corean
stamps are, 1 believe, still used only on inland
letters.”:

Since writing the above we huave received
copies of the following circulars, issued by the
United States Consulate :—

“(Copy).
“KOREAN POSTAGE STAMPS.

“In 1884, a Post Office was opened in Scoul,
the capital ot Korea. Postage stumps werc
is-ued, but before a single mail had been sent
out or reccived a Revolution occurred, in which
the new Post Office was looted and destrovesd.

“The supply of stamps in the othce was taken,
and some natives used them as wall paper.
Formerly foreigners could buv these, but the

' supply scems now to be exhausted.

I “It will be seen, therefore, that it is impossi-
t

“The large Government supply wis bought
up in bulk by a German firm, and must now be
on the market.

“No Korean stamps are to be had here now.
None were cver genuinely cancelled.

“Japanese and Chinese stamps are
entircly for foreign mails.

used

ble for this l.egation to supply the continual
requests of collectors for Korean stamns.
“(Signed) H. N. ALLEN.
“Chargé &’ Affaires.
“U.S. Legation, Seoul, Korea,
Jan. 2nd, 18g4."

“(Copy).
“NEW KOREAN POSTAGE STAMPS.

“A Korean Domestic Postal System was
-tarted in 1895 by the Korean Government,
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with the intention of extending it to include
foreign mail at some future time.

“The stamps used at present were printed
in America

“They are of four denominations—

5 Poon equal 1 cent, Green.
10 s 2 4 Blue.
25 g » 5 » Brown.
50 ss 10 ,, Purple.

“At present there are no printed covers, pos-
tal cards, or other stamped postal paper.

“The stamps are all alike except (sic) in
colour and denomination.

“The characters at the top are ancient Chin-
ese, and mean Chosen (Korea) Postage Stamp.
Those at the bottom are Korean, and have the
same meaning as the row at the top.

“The characters at the right are Korean, and
give the denomination, which is translated into
English just below the centre.

“Those on the left are in Chinese, and mean
the same as those on the right.

“The plum-blossom ornaments each corner.
This is the Royal Flower of the present Re
¢ynasty, which has been in existence for so5
years.

“The national emblem in the centre is the
ancient Chinese representation of the male and
female elements of nature, or the completed
whole.

“The four characters at the corners of the
centre piece are taken from the ‘original alpha-
bet of all language,” and represent the four
spirits that stand at the corners of the earth and
support it on their shoulders.

“(Signed) H. N. ALLEN,

Vice and Deputy-Consu! General.
“U.S. Consulate General.
Seoul, Korea, 1896.”

(PBifatefy on the Continent,

Iilustriertes Briefmarken Journal—Leipzig.

The “Deutsche Warte” had, a short time ago,
some very interesting remarks concerning the
inventor of the Local Post at Paris, M. de
Chamousset. This nobleman interested him-
self in all things that would improve morally
as well as materially the situation of those peo-
ple that by some reason or other were forced to
come to Paris. There exist numerous writings
from his pen concerning found children, beg-
gars, asylum for old people, chimney sweeps,
etc. Most of his ideas have been realised in
the present century, his principal and greatest
work, however, was the institution of the so-
called “Little Post.” We read about the origin
of this institution in the Journal de Barbier.
Formerly all those that had no footmen em-
ployed tie little Savoyards, running about the
streets to write to one another. The charge for
a letter within Paris was only 2 sous. De Cha-
mousset memorialized the King Louis XIV. and
received a license in 1758 to institute a “little post”
for letters in the lower city of Paris and the s1b-

urbs in order to effect the correspondence of
the citizens. Paris was divided into nine quar-
ters and each quarter had a head office. The
delivery of each letter within Paris was 2 suls
(10 centimes) anu within the banlieue 3 sols
(15 centimes.) There were two deliveries daily,
one early in the morning and one after the sup-
per. The undertaking was such a success that
very soon two hundred letter carriers had to be”
employed. De Chamousset had a net profit
of £2,000 the first year, which in those times
was a considerable sum. This success created
much jealousy and the courtiers could easily
persuade the king who was always in need of
money for his ladies to pocket the gain himself
and thus rob the inventor of his trouble and con-
sequent profit. The “little post” was “aken
away from Dr. Chamousset and after vegetat-
ing a few years ceased altogether. At present
some excavations have been instituted in the
church of St. Nicolas de Chardonnel at Paris
in order to find the remains of the worthy
inventor of the  petife post.” :

(PBifatelpy in the Sfates.

The Metropolitan F hilateitst—New York.

CANADA.

The recent reduction ot the postal rates in this
country caused a shortage of the 1 and =zc.
stamps in several places, and 3c. stamps were
cut up and used to supply the deficiency. They
were used in some cases without further altera-
tion, one-third as a 1¢c. and two thirds as a zc.
stamp, but in others they were surcharged, the
figure “2” being printed in purple over tke
“3” of the larger portion, and the word
“One” in green upon the smaller piece.

Provisional stamps.
 cent, red, vertical 4of 3c. stamp.

1 cent, red, vertical 14 of 3c. stamp, green sur-
charge.

2 cents, red, vertical 24 of jc. stamp.

2 cents, red, vertical 24 of 3c. stamp, purple
surcharge.

— =TT

.
Stamps, etc., Sold at Auction at San Juan,
B.R., Oct, 15, 1808.

PUERTO RIcO STAMPS.

1894 1896 1808

Issue. Issue. Issue.
14 milesima, 919,485 478,747
Ty 335,404 05,867 58
2 milesimas, 620,667 128,137 490,537
3 ” 156,314
4 ’ 140,003 40,892 67997
5 " n 187,225
1 centavo, 183,955 52,554 287,913
2 centavos, 43,488 160,028 404,552
3 ” 62,013 6,200 2,217,300
4 5 149,217 10,482 94,204
5 » 35,585 7,044 351,503
6 754775 333,618 574,737
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8 s 87,601 7,016 87,200
10 » 33,851
15 " 76,343
20 4, 219,739 7,697 §2,200
40 ) 33,892 3,559 53,345
6o " 22,503
8o ’ 1,548 21,843
1 peso, 7,402
2 pesos, : 3,107
PUERTO RICO PostaL CARDS.
Single. 1894 18g6 18g8
5 milesimas, 7,320
1 centavo, 15,4713
2 centavos, 46,928 15,108 2,000
3 ’ 22,024 6,300 715
Double.
I centavo, 3,308
2 centavos, 3,449
4 " 1,310
6 " 1,451

J. M. ANDREINL

The Virginia Philatelist—Richmond.
CONFEDERATE STATES.
FRANKILIN, N.C.

Right into the midst of an animated discus-
sion on the claims of certain Confederate local
envelopes, now indulged in by philatelic writers
both North and South, comes a new aspirant for
recognition,

It is Franklin, North Carolina, local envelope.

This stamp was sent to Richmond by a weli-
known collector of North Carolina, and pur-
chased by a gentleman of this city.

A thorough search into its history has been
instituted, the result of which will subsequen:ly
appear in these columns, In the meantime a
minute description of this envelope will interest
our readers particularly those whose means
permit them to indulge in this speciality,

It is singularly strange that the very evidence
sought for most Confederate local envelopes,
and upon which scems to depend their fate,
should be indubitably impressed wpon the face
of this Franklin local envelope, confirmed, as it
were, by the cancelling postmark of the North
Carolina post-office.

There is absolutelv no room for doubt regard-
ing the method of use ot this envelope. The
stamp is typec-set and printed on a printing-press
—the impression showing that clearness and
evenness of inking which distinguishes a press-
print from a hand-stamp print.

Crude though the typography may appear to
the printer of to-day, at the time of its issuc it
was quite an effort—evidentlv the work of a
compositor with an artistic bend ; and, consider-
ing the limited stock of type styles and brass
rules at the printer's command, nearly forty
years ago, I may justly assert that the Franklin
stamp 1s one of the most artistic type-set pro-
visionals extant.

The envelope upon which the impression is
made is of buff wove paper.

. The stamp design consists of u square fraine
size 1 1n. X 1 in. and set up with printers brass
rule similar to this («~~w—), Within this
frame are two circles, likewise formed of rule
of the “wavy” pattern, similar to this (~~~~~~ ).
Within this double circle appear the words, L.
F. SILER, P. M. at the top, and FRANKLIN,
N. C. below. The centre contains the words
PAID and 5 divided by a dash, The whole 1s
printed in poor quality blue ink in the right-
hand upper corner.

The cancellation is the usual hand-stamp
in black, bearing the words FRANKLIN N. C.
_arLd “Jan, 2-,” the latter written with pen and
ink.

The entire envelope is in a comparatively
good state of preservation and as the party to
whom it was addressed is still living, further
facts regarding the method of its issue will prob-
ablv be obtained in the near future.

In the matter os Confederate local envelopes,
it seems to be generallv conceded by authori-
ties that the requisite fact to establish the claim
of a local envelope to recognition, consists in
the proof that such envelope was held in stock
by the postmaster, ready printed, and sold to
the public on demand. This Franklin envelope
bears upon its face the most conclusive evidence
of this fact—it being printed and not hand-
stamped, and there is no reasonable argumant
that can be advanced against this evidence.

The International Pkilatelist—St. Joseph.
RETURN LETTER STAMPS.

The following article on the return letter
stamps may be of interest to some of our readers,
especially to those specialising the stamps of
the various countries issueing them, yet we do
not attach any value to such stamps and consi-
der them more in the light of offcial notifications
than of stamps. However, as every collector
is perfectly free to collect what he pleases some
of our readers may find some information in the
following not known hefore.

Up to within a short time Scott’s catalogue
has listed under the heading of Return Letter
Stamps, several varieties of these stamps for
Bavaria, but they were dropped. These stamps
are a great deal more interesting thin our own
Officially Sealed Stamps. They are used to
pay postage on letters returned to the writer.—
(1 the Editor). )

I append here with 2 list of such stamps, with
a description of the same: .

Bavaria, 1865-9, Arms in the centre of white

oval, with Commission féir Ret ourbrief and name
of city surrounding arms. There are various
varieties of type and also of background outside
of oval. Printed in black, with names of fcl-
lowing cities:
Augsburg,
Bamberg,
Miinchen,
Niirnberg,
Speyer,
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Wiirzburg. Koenigsberg.
1870-1884. A number of type set stamps with | Liegnitz,
names of the above cities were in use. There | Leipsic,
are probably soo varieties in all. Magdeburg,

cnili—1886 stamp about same size and | Metz,
general appearance as our offictally sealed | Minden,
stamps with inscription in three nines Admiais- | liinster,
traction de Correos, Cierro Oficial Valparaiso, | Oppeln,
Chile. Perforated. Colour, vermilion. Oldenburg,

Denmark-—1878. Stamp about size of our | Posen,
officially sealed stamps. Inscription in four | Potsdam,
lines, Postvaesenets Overbestrrelse, Kontoret for | Stettin,
Behandling af Ubesorgede Postsager Kjobenkavn, | Schwerin,
post horns in corner. Colour, brown and blue. | Strasburg,

1890.—Stamp about same size with following | Treves.

inscription in four lines “General Direktoratet,
For Postvaesenet” in large letters znd
Kontoretfor Behandling af Ubcsorgede Postsager
in small letters. Crown in centre, post
horns in corners. Perforated. Colour, bistre.

Germany, Thurn and Taxis, North—Inscrip-
tion in circle, Commission Fiér Die Rebut Briefe,

etc, printed in black, with name of town.
Issued for following cities:
Cassel,
Detmold,
Eisenach,
Hamburg, :
Germany, Thurn and Taxis, South—Sawe
design, etc. Issued for:
Darmstadt,
Frankfort-on-Main,
Giessen,
Mayence.
German Empire—1872. Round label in

shape of rosette with coat of arms in centre,
Zur Ermiattelung des :bsenders above and Awmf-
lich Eviffnet Durch die Kais. Ober—Post-
direction, and name of town below. Embossed.
Printed in ultramarin blue for use in the icl-
lowing cities:

Aachen,

Arnsberg,

Bremen,

Bromberg,

Berlin,

Breslau,

Brunswick,

Carlsruhe,

Coblenz,

Constance,

Cassel,

Cologne,

Caslin,

Darmstadt,

Diisseldorf,

Danzig,

Dresden,

Elberfield,

Erfurt,

Frankfort-on-Main,

Frankfort-on-Oder,

Gumbinnen,

Halle,

Hanover,

Hamburg,

Kiel,

|

In 1888 the above stamps for the following
cities were printed in black:
Aachen,
Cologne,
Hamburg.
Leipsic,
Metz,
Minden,
Potsdam,
Norwav—i1872 stamp with inscription,
Sum Uindlost Adabnet af Post Departementet

perforatec and printed in green. Also same
stamp with [besorget  instead of [indlost.
Printed in red, also in rose lilac. Perforated.

Spain—187s, square stamp, with large coat
of arms in centre with the following inscription
around circle surrounding coat of arms:
Correos, Devolucion de Correspandencia Sobrante.
Colour blue.

Wiirtembirg — 18357, Design similar to
Bavaria, arms in centre, Comniussion fiir Re-
tourbrirf around same. Printed in black aiso
in grevish black. Appears both imnerforate
and rouletted. 1875. Arms in oblong, A nt-
lich Eraffnst above and ssurch die K. v . Post-
direction below. Printed in black. Appears
both rouletted and perforated.

1883, Large oval label, with arms in centre
and two lines of inscription around arms. Em-
bossed. Colour, vermilion.

Canada, Japan, and Mexico, have officially
~ealed «tamps which probably become under this
headiny also. (Hong Kong also.—Ed., P.J.G.B.)

2he Stamps of Hoffand,

Translated from the Timbre-Poste.

(Continued from Page 58.)

This circular reads as follows : —

The Hague, 13th May, 1864,
Art 1.—The officials are notified that a new type
of stamps has been prepared in order to be
issued as soon as the stock of old stamps
still on hand is exhausted. The new
stamps are of the same values as the old
ones, viz., 5, 10, and 15 cents. They bear
the portrait of the King according to a new
engraving, and the inscription Postzegels (1)

in place of the value.
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The paper on which they are printed is
no longer provided with a watermark; in
future each sheet will contain 200 stamps
instead of 100 as heretofore.

Besides the above alterations there will be
on the sheets throughout the length and
width as many perforated lines as will be
necessary, that every stamp can easily be
separated by hand without having to use
any cutting instrument. During this month
in order to cope with the demand, stamps
of 10 cents of the new type will be sent to
all offices ; some have already been issued
In error, as no information had been given
to the officials,

As the stock of the old 5 cent. stamps is not
sufficient to be sent to all offices, some
of them will on this occasion receive the
new ones. The new stamps of 15 cents wil]
probably be put in circulation towards the
month of October. The postmasters will
not sell any new stamps until the stock of
the old type on hand at the offices is ex-
hausted.

Issue of 12th May, 1864-65.
Printed at Utrecht,

Portrait of the King William 111 to the right
in military costume in an oval frame, the back-
ground of which is lined by horizontal and verti-
cal lines, the frame is rectangular, the upper
left hand corner contains the figure of value,
the upper right hand corner the letter C; below
the oval is the word: POSTZEGEL. Engraved
in taille-douce by J. W. Kaiser, of Amsterdam,
and printed in colour on white wove paper, per-
forated 12 vertically and 1214 horizontally.
July, 1864. 5 cent., blue, pale blue, bright blue
12th May, 1804. 10 cent., rose, dark red, car-

mine, lilac rose.
1st January, 1806s.

pale to dark,

The gum was at first white, later yellowish;
it became brown for the 10 cent., the only value
found by us.

The paper shows sometimes fine ribs, similar
to the preceding issue but is of little interest;
it is also slightly bluish and then generally thin:

5 cent., blue, bright blue.

10 cent., carmine.

15 cent., yvellow orange.

The sheets are divided into two panes each
containing 100 stamps in 10 TOWs.

The perforation machine was not set well;
the needles are sometimes zigzag and produce
thereby an irregular perforation. The sheets
were, however, perforated at one operation.

The use of the stamps of this issue ceased on
the 1st November, 1879, although the royal
decree .of 1oth October, 1879, does not say so.

* * % »

The Government having recognised the in-
convenience of having the stamps printed at
Utrecht in rooms which became more and more
insufficient commenced negotiations with Joh.
Enschede and Sons, of Harlem, who had for a
long time made the Dutch banknotes. T'hey
made with this firm on October 1st, 1866, a con-

15 cent,, yellow orange,

tact for the manufaciure of stamps and of all
postal values.

Under this contract the manufacture takes
place under the control of the state. An office
has been made at Harlem for the governmental
inspector, who controls not only the manufac-
ture of the stamps, but also the manufacture of
all the materials.

The paper is furnished by the state. It is
stamped with a seal containing the letters P.Z.
(Post Zegel), in black in various types; the
colours are furnished by the printers,

The Postmaster-General visits the works
monthly. In his presence every three months
glldthe waste sheets are burned after being veri-

ed.

While waiting for the expiration of their con-
tract with the Mint at Utrecht, the government
charged Messrs. Enschede and Sons to make
a new design. They applied to J. Vurtheim,
of Rotterdam, and in February, 1800, threec new
types were delivered.

The first contained the coat of arms of Hol-
land and was intended for printed matter.

The second contained the head of the king
en face.

The third showed the head of the king to the
right and was intended for the Dutch Colonies.

They were all three printed together on thick
white paper and submitted to the King, who,
however, did not approve of them. Other types
were submitted by Ch. Derriey, of Paris; O.
Berger-levrault, of Nancy; and J. M. van
Kentpen and fils of the Hague. Fresh designs
submitted by J. Vurtheim, of Rotterdam were
at last approved of by the King, and were
very similar to the stamps issued in 186¢.

Issue of 29th December, 1866.
Printed at Harlem.

The stamps are identical with those of May,
1864, but the paper is thinner, slightly bluish.
29th December, 1866, 35 cent., bright blue.

10 cent., carmine. )
27th March, 1867, 15 cent., olive yellow,

Apart from the brighter colours the 5 and 10
cent. can be distinguished by the colour, which
has tinted the paper; the cn?:;ur of the 15 cent.
is very distinct. Otherwise we cannot find any
distinctive  points  between the Harlem and
Utrecht prints. Only one printing exists of
them. The sheets contain 200 stamps in 2
panes of 100 and are perforated as before 12
by 1214.

Similar to the stamps of 1864 they were with-
drawn from use on November 1st, 1879.

J. Nusser, of Diisseldorf, submitted in Novem-
ber, 1866, two more designs containing the coat
of arms in the centre. They were engraved in
taille-douce and as the government had decided
to print the stamps typographically they could
not be used, although the designs were adopted.
The authorities charged E. Vermorcken, of
Brussels to engrave them on wooud and they
were dclivered in July 1867.

Cn the jth September, 1867, the royal decree
appcared announcing the appearance of a new
issue of stamps.
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Art 1.—A new type has been made for postage
stamps used for the franking of letters from
and for the interior of the country as well
as for those intended for the colonies and
foreign countries.

Art 2.—They bear our portrait and the inscrip-
tion Nederland as well as the value.

Art 3.—Six kinds of stamps of various values
will be issued in the new type, namely of
5, 10, 15, 20, 25, and o cents.

Art 4.—Eacn value will be printed in colours
as follows:

Blue the stamps of 5 cents.
Red the stamps of 10 cents.
Ochre the stamps of 15 cents.
Green the stamps of 20 cents.
Violet the stamps of 25 cents.
Golden the stamps of 5o cents.

Art 5.—The meaning of the last paragraph ot

) Art 13 of our decree of 12th November,
1851, does not apply any more to insuffi-
ciently stamped letters addressed to foreign
countries.  They will in future be sur-
charged according to the agreements made
with the administrations of the various
countries.

Art 6.—The stamps of the new issue of 5 and
10 and 15 cents will be sold as soon as the
present stock is cleared.

Art 7.—The stamps of 20, 25 and 50 cents will
be put into use from the 1st October, 1867.

. Art 8.—Articles 3, 4, 5, and 14 of our decree of
12th November, 1851 (Staatsblad No. 113)
are repealed by the present decree.

The other articles of the above decree re-
main in force, in as much as they run concur-
rently with the present decree.

Our Minister of Finances is charged with the
execution of the present decree, a copy of which
will be sent to the Account Office and will be
published in the Staatsblad as well as in the
Staatscourant.

The Hague, 4th September, 1867.

WILHELM.

The Minister of Finances,
R. J. Schimmeipenninck.

‘I'he plates for the new issue were ready and
as announced by the decree the 20, 25 and 50
cents alone appeared, hecause the 5, 10 and
15 cent of the 1864-6 issue were not yet sold out.
I'he entire issue, however, was shown in the
Paris Exhibition in July, 1867.

This issue can be divided into two series,
which differ only in the figures.

The first series was most probably printen
with the plates delivered by the engraver; the
second most likely with plates provided by the
printers, because either the figures were not in-
serted by the engraver or had been damaged in
the printing.

The differences in the two series are as fol-
fows :

Type I.

The 5 cent. has the figure badly formed; the
lower part is out of proportion to the upper
part and hangs too much over to the left.

The 1 of 10 cenf. has a small upstroke, the
bottom stroke of .nis figure is continued far
under the O, which is round and has a broad
shading extending from the top on the right
band side round to the left.

The 15 cent. has the 1 from the 10 and the §
from the 5 cent, and the two figures are wider
apart than in the second series.

The 20 cent. has the figure 2 very thin at the
top and in the middle; the O is nearly round
and the shading comes up on the left hand side,

The 25 cent. has the 2 of the 20 cent. and the
5 resembles the § of the 5 cent., the two figures
are quite apart from one another especially in
the upper portion.

The 50 ¢ent. has the 5 of the 5 cent. and the
O of the 20 cent.

Type 11.

The § of the 5 cent. is humpbacked; the
centre is much thinner and the lower part less
pronounced.

The 1 of the 10 cent. is larger than the O and
the upstroke is more pronounced and larger
than in the first series; the vertical bottom
stroke is thicker and further away from the o.

The 1 of the 15 cent. is quite upright, strongly
shaded and has a long upstroke; the 5 has a
narrow head and a smaller lower portion than
the one of the first series.

The 2 of the 20 cent. is open and the O oval
and lower than the 2 ; the shading just reaches
the left-hand side of the O.

The 2 of the 25 cent. is larger, and is heavily
;lhnc:ied, is very near to the 5, which has a narrow
cad,

The 5 of the 50 cent. has a large head, but
is otherwise thin and not well formed in the
lower portion, the O is nearly oval and the shad-
ing on the right hand side starts nearly in the
middle.

After the two series have been classified a
further difficulty arises in the perforation. o
facilitate our task we have applied 10 the Post-
master-General, but it seems we have raised a
very important question as we did not get any
answer. The printers also, no doubt obeying
crders have not sent us any reply.

The 1867 stamps (5, 10, 15, 20, 25, and 50
cent.) were delivered to the postal authcrities
in two batches, They were all of Type 1. and
were perforated 12 by 1214. Two supplemen-
tary deliveries of the six values were made after
15t October, 1867 in the first type and perfora-
tion.

From a letter dated 27th July, 1868, and
franked with a 5 cent. of the IJ. type we can
see that the second type was already in use
on that date. It is therefore to be supposed
that this value being most in demand was issued
long before the others and was part of a print-
ing of 4th July, 1868, as follows:

I1. Tvpe s, 10, 20 cent., perf. 12 X 1214.

I, Type 15, 25, 50 cent., perf 12 x 12%4.

The three last values are identical in all
points with the first printings of 1867.

(To be continued).
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Several values of the 1896 Commemorative
Issue of Greece are at last sold out, The 1, 5
and 20 lepta values have been reprinted in the
second type of head issue and have appeared
perforated and imperforate.

The one florin Holland 1898 issue will shortly
be on sale again. Thus the coronation stamp
has been withdrawn only to facilitate the sale
of the stamp of the same value of 18¢6.

The new issue of Hayti has been found faulty
and the next supply will show the correction.
The first E of Republique should have an accent
and the first I of Hayti a trema. If these errors
be intentional then the Postmaster General ot
Hayti must be considered a public benefactor
and a genius in the art of raising the wind.

The Collectors’ Club in New York has en-
larged its billiard room!

, great painter

On June 3oth Finland will cease having
special stamps. From that date Russian stamps
will be used in the Grand Duchy.

The Transvaal Collectors’ Quarterly is a new
philatelic publication edited by E. ]. Nankivell.
We heartily congratulate our old friend and
wish him every success in his new undertaking
and we hope the valuable hints and precise in-

( formation given will induce many to take up
¢ the stamps of Transvaal.

In the present issue of Roumania exist two
errors of 25 bani on every complete sheet of the
i 5 bani blue one on the left pane, the eighth
stamp of the third row and one on the right
pane, the first stamp of the eighth row,

In connection with the Van Dyck Tercenten-
ary, which is to be celebrated at Antwerp in
August next, 1,000,000 special postage Stﬂmgs
will be issued which will bear a portrait of the
from a drawing by Gerard

Postielje.

The Philatelic Exhibition at Ratisbon will
take place from the 6—11 May. Ten gold and
fiteen silver medals will be given, also fifteen
diplomas. Every exhibitor gaining a medal
will also receive a diploma.

In the Paris Philatelic Fxhibition of 1900
dealers are not allowed to compete with ama-

teurs and special classes will be open to them.
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The Kingston correspondent of the “Times”
states that Jamaica has decided to join in the
Imperial penny postage arrangement, and will
become a member of the Union on the Queen’s
birthday. The new stamps will bear a view
of Jamaican scenery. It is estimated that there
will be a loss for the first year of about £1,500.

WNoBef (Posfcards,

some newspaper that use should be made of car-
rier-pigeons by ocean-going steamers. It is
contended that by such means disabled vessels
would be able to indicate their whereabouts with
a fair amount of precision. It appears that the
Compagnie Transatlantique has already or-
ganised such a service of communication, and
that passengers are allowed to make use of it
for purposes of correspondence. But the latest
development reads like a fairy-tale of science.
Instead of the thin paper hitherto written upon
and sent direct, a post-card will be used, upon
which the name of the steamer, the date, and
the hour must be indicated. Upon ten ruled
lines Romeo is asked to write his message to
Juliet as legibly as possible. The card is then
placed before a photographic reducing appara-
tus with twelve lenses, which gives twelve copies.
If necessary, as many as fifty-four different post-
cards can be photographed simultaneously upon
each of the twelve copies. Each copy or proot
is a film only an inch and a half square, yet
large enough to contain the whole of the mes-
sages photographed. Twelve carrier-pigeons
are then selected, and each has one of the
proofs attached to it. Upon arrival of the first
pigeon the proof is photograpbically enlarged
on special postcards, and these are forwarded
to the addressees, enclosed in envelopes. By
the use of twelve pigeons the risk of failure is
almost nullified, and as one bird can carry fifty-
four messages such a service should both be
popular and cheap. At present the service has
onlv been arranged for the line between Havre
and New York, but as it was announced in Paris
on Monday that the first despatch under the
new service had safely arrived, it is probable
that the scheme will be adapted to other routes,
and by the long-distance English and German
lines. Collectors of curios have long valued
postcards written and despatched from strange
places, and the new apparatus promises to supply
another novelty for “the picker-up of uncon-
sidered trifles.”” On the other hand, the fact
that the correspondence is open to the gaze of
the photographer, will tend to make the most
ardent lover write with the directness and brevity
of a telegram.

Postmasfers Safaries of e
(Present Vap.

WHAT THEY WERE A HUNDRED

YEARS AGO.
Of all the national public services (savs
the “Newcastle Chronicle”) that of the

Post Office is the one with which the general

body of the people is most familiar. By the
latest development under the present Postmas-
ter-General, the Duke of Norfolk, “the post-
man's knock” is or may be heard in every house
in twe kingdom. Everything, therefore, con-
rected with the Post Office is of universal inter-
est. The presentation to Parliament of the
estimates for the administration and working

) . ~ of wne postal service for the next financial year
A suggestion was made a short time ago in

has been made the occasion for making gener-
ally known some facts regarding thc salaries
paid to the postmasters of several of the large
cities and towns in England. As an instructive
object lesson in the growth of some of these
towns, and the work of their post-offices, a state-
ment of the salaries paid to their postmasters
about one hundred years ago may be stated by
wav of contrast with the present ones:—

1849 1792.

Liverpool ... £1000  L100
Manchester . 1000 100
Birmingham ... Qoo 100
Newcastle ... 800 8o
Bristol ...l 800 140
Leeds ... 8oo 8o
Nottingham ... 700 30
Sheffield ... 700 6o
Brighton ... 650 30
Southampton ... 650 20
Leicester ... 650 235
Plymouth ... 650 8o
Exeter ...l 6oo 8o
Gloucester  ......... 600 40
Bath 600 150
Derby .l 600 40
York 600 80
Chester ... 560 100
Carlisle ... 540 30

It w1, thus be seen that one hundred and seven
years ago the salary of the postmaster at Bath,
L1350, was the largest in the country, and that
Bristol came next with f140. “In 1792, with
the exception of a single letter carrier, the whole
Post Office business in Manche<ter was con-
ducted by an aged widow, assisted by her
daughter.” One hundred years later, in 1892,
1,400 persons werc emploved in connection with
the Manchester office.  The postmasters at
Newcastle and Leeds are surveyors as well as
postmasters.

Eorrespondence,
To the Editor of the P.}J.G.B.
REPRINT OR OFFICIAL FALSIFICATION.

Dear Sir,—Only 3 months have passed since
the 12th November last, that the General Ad-
ministration of the Brazilian Post announced
the issue of surcharged stamps of 100 reis and
300 reis to which purpose the obsolete journal
stamps of 50 and 200 reis respectively were used,
when the Postal Administration already con-
ceived the idea of a new issue. It may there-
fore interest your readers to be informed on
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the projected issue and I herewith take the
liberty to submit to you the translation of the
respective decree of the 15th February last and
the result of my investigations. The following
is the text of the decree:

“General Administration of the Post.
“Obsolete Newspaper Stamps to be put into
¢rculation again.

“By Order of the General Administrator and
ia conformity with article 23 of the law as in-
stituted by decree z230 of 1oth of February,
1896, the public is informed that in accordance
with the notice of the Minister dated 17th May
under No. 164 the newspaper stamps of so reis
declared to be obsolete, will be again scld but
surcharged.

“This stamp, which was used for franking
newspapers and issued in 18go is of a bistre
colour, it bears the words “Correio” at the top,
“Brazil” at the bottom, “Jornaes” in the cen-
wre, and also the words “50” and “reis.”

“The surcharge of 100 reis will be in light
viclet ink, the original value will be effaced and
the word “Jornaes” will also be replaced by the
figure of the year 1898, also in light violet ink,
this surcharge being made with a handstamp.

“This stamp can be used for any kind of cor-
respondence.

Given in the Capital, 15th February, 189g.
“Manoel de Jesus Valdetaro.”

On making a comparison between this decree
and the one'of 12th of November last and taking
into consideration that nearly the whole stock
of the bistre 100 reis stamp issued last year has
been purchased by a stamp dealer of this city,
it is evident, that the new stamp will merely be
a reprint. This appears to be in fact the in-
tention of the Postal Administration, otherwise
the surcharge 1898 on a stamp issued in 1899
(!) would have no sense.

I may add that the original surcharge is exe-
cuted in lithograhy, whilst the new one shall
be made by a handstamp, according to the de-
claration of the Post Administrator.

In conclusion 1 would further call your atten-
tion to the difference 1n the colours. As the
decree says, the surcharge on the reprint shal
be of a light violet colour, whilst the original
was ot a dark violet colour.

Lhe only purpose of this subsequent 2nd issue
ts according to the confession of the Postal Ad-
ministrator, to help his collecting friends, to
get this rarity.

This is so far the result of my investigations.
Now I cannot but express my astonishment at
the ingenuousness of our Postal Administration.
Certainly it cannot be aware ‘of its error.

In my opinion the case is absolutely identical
with the Luxemburg S.P. surcharged stamps of
1882 which are nothing but reprints, or to use
a better term “Official falsifications” and the
stamp to be issued during the next days is not
worth another name,.

Thus all philatelic friends, who esteem their
ccllections, may be warned against this kind of
stamp.

Perhaps this information will be of some
interest to the 8. S. S. S.
ALPHA.

We thank our correspondent for this informa-
tion which we have much pleasure to put before
our readers in order to put them on their guard
not to pay too much. At the same time we do
not see how they can avoid collecting this stamp
bases its origin on an official decree, which 1n
a good many instances of authenticated stamps
sceing that it has been sold over the counter and
cannot be found. There is however another
explanation, that there were found in the office a
number of loose stamps and broken sheets of this
value which could not be surcharged like the
entire sheets by the printing press and to use them
up they were surcharged singlv by a handstamp.—
THE EbiToR.

@nswers fo Correspondents,

AW D.—Newton. We do not care one ivti,
who holds the stock, and if publishers on your
<ide pay for the books they review they had better
ctear out of the business and start something
clse. Our advertising rates are to he found 1
every number, so you had better hustle vour
ad. along before the late war is forgotten, and
the complete stock you hold is left on your hands.

W.K.—Ipswich. You will see the notice this
month. Could not be inserted last month on
account of pressure of important matter.

®ecrees.

NEW SOUTH WALES,

“Sydney, 1st December, 18¢8.

It is herchy notified that His Excellency, the
Governor, with the advice of the Executive
Council, has, in accordance with the provisions
of the 16th section of the Postage Act, 31 Vict.
No. 4, been pleased to approve of the alteration
of the cxisting Half-penny and Two Pence Half-
penny Postage Stamps from gray and royal
purple to green and dark blue respectively, in
accordance with a resolution of the Postal Con-
gress held at Washington expressing the desir-
ability of adopting uniformity in colour through-
out all Postal Union Administrations with re-
gard to such stamps as are mostly in use in the
International Service—to date from the 1st
anuary, 1899.

Januarys 1999 VARNEY PARKES.”

From the Australian Philatelist.
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Still they cume, and soon

Catalogues we shall have arrived at the
and Albums for point, when collectors will have

Beginners. to dispose of their collections in

order to obtain the means of
buving catalogues to keep in touch with their
hobby.

The latest addition to the long array of cata-
logues now published, the Universal Standard
Catalogue comes to us to supply a long-felt
want. It is called a catalogue for beginners,
and as such no doubt it will be valuable. All

the finer varjations of watermarks, papers and
perforations have been left out, and the com-
pilation is a step in the right direction, aithough
In some instances it comes dangerously near
the olden days of philately, when such varia-
tions were considered too tnfling, in fact when
its votaries were openly ridiculed.

Although we can and do congratulate the
author and the publishers on the manner in
which they have carried out the idea, we do
not think they have gone far enough. Begin-
ners, as a rule, schoolboys cannot afford to buy
Moldavions, Sandwich Islands 1st issues, early
British Guianas, Swiss Cantonals, even at the
low prices stated in this catalogue. Therefore
why put them in? Our present day albums
suffer rrom the same defect. The lower priced
the album is, the more spaces in proportion are
provided for the rarest stamps. A catalogue
as well as an album for beginners should neither
schedule nor leave room for any stamps of a
value higher than five shillings at the very
most. Schoolboys cannot afford often even one
shilling for one stamp and the days, when such
an event takes place will always be red-letter
days for them. Therefore we repcat why in-
clude rare and dear stamps in a catalogue for
beginners or leave spaces, mostly adorned with
a more or less crude representation of the reul
article? There is nothing in the world that
disgusts a beginner more, than to see blank
spaces on pages otherwise nicely filled. There
is not an album, we may go down to the very
cheapest, that does not depict the rarest stamps,
which take up the rcom of the common varieties
and crowd out those stamps that will form the
first collection of all beginners. Is it to be
wondered at, when young collectors buy facsi-
miles? Vacant spaces in a beginner’s album
are the greatest trouble to him, and when he
cannot fill them it is as often as not the primary
cause of his giving up collecting altogether.

The price of the Album should govern the
illustrations and the spaces provided for stamps ;
a cheap album should only contain spaces for
cheap stamps, the illustration of such stamps
heing of course a valuable adjunct and help.
All of such stamps being more easily obtainable
the young collector will see page after page
ﬁlleci and from small beginnings the work will
graduallv grow upon him, and lead him on to
become in time an enthusiastic collector and
philatelist.  But tell him at the begirning that
he cannot fill half the spaces provided for
stamps, let him find it out for himself when he
enquires the prices of such rarities, and he will
be disgusted to such an extent that philately
will certainly lose him.

Surelv there is a publisher bold enough to
undertake the work of providing an album for
heginners, we are certain it would pay him for
his outlay and at the same time be of more use
to philately than all the cheap literature and
catalogues the philatelic press so prolifically
provides at present,
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The Itamps of the Jtatian Sfates,
By ERNEST PETRIL

Read before the Manchester Philatelic Society.

In the wide field open to the philatelist no
more interesting group of stamps could be
selected for collection and study than the issues
of the ltalian States, involving as they do an
intimate acquaintance with some of the most
stirring and exciting events that led 1o the
formauon of the present Kingdom of laly, Le-
sides affording cunsiderabie scope for philatelic
research and discovery.

Why then are these 5tamps'wmpuratively s0
unpopular, or rather unfashionabie, as com-
pared say with a country like Roumania, or
witnh remote and brand-new dependencies 1n
Southern and equatorial Africa? How comes
it that the renowned President of this Socicty,
with the finest general and specialist collection
in the North of England, can only show an
incomplete (and to put it mildly) very meagre
range of the obsolete italians, whilst the major-
ity of our members possess nonc at all worthy
of mention? Of course 1 do not overlook the
fatal defect (in some eyes) of there being no
compound perforations, so dear to the heart
of the collector of Roumania, or the entire ab-
sence of surcharges, which doubtless lend such
fascination to the mushroom Alfrican issues,
but even allowing for these serious blemishes, 1
still fail to find any satisfactory explanation or
answer to my questions,

The period when postage stumps first made
their appearance in the Peninsular, ltly, to
quote the apt and well-known saying of the
Austrian minister, Prince Metternich, was liter-
aliy a “geographical expression.” The large
and fertile provinces of L.ombardy and Venctia
formed part of the Austrian Empire; the
dominions of Victor Emanuel, king of Sardinia,
being limited to the island of that name and the
provinces of Piedmont, Nice and Savoy. T'he
Grand Duchy of Tuscany, the Duchies of
Modena and Reggio, and Parma and Piacenza
were independent states, ruled over by Austrian
Archdukes or their near descendants. The
temporal power of the Roman Pontiffs extended
over a wide tract of country, comprising the pro-
vinces of Bologna, Ferrara, Ravenna and Forli
in addition to Rome and the Marches. The
Kingdom of Naples and Sicily, commonly called
the I'wo Sicilies, founded by the son of Philip
V. of Spain, was still misruled by a Bourbon,
the list being completed by the miniature Re-
public of San Marino, which alone at the pre-
sent day retains a tolerated independence.

It will thus be seen that the country was split
up into no less than eight separate governments
each of which issued distinctive series of postage
labels, a dual issue appearing in 1859 for the
two Sicilies. The pioneer in the matter of
postal reforms was Austria, whose first issue
appeared in 1850, the year following the disas-

i

trous invasion of Lombardy by Carlo Alberto,
who was hopelessly outnumbered and defeated
by the Austrian Marshal Radetzky at Novara,
where he abdicated on the eve atter the baule
in favour of his son Victor Emanuel, Duke ot
Savoy. Although of identically the same design,
witn exception of the value being in centesimi
instead ot kreuzer, as the concurrent issue of
Austria, under which heading they are usually
classified, 11 appears to me that these Lombardo-
Venetian stamps ought really to be included
in the group of ltalian States, as having been
used in territory, that in every respect, except
that of government, was purely lwalian. Here
then at the very outset we have an exceptionally
attractive series of stamps, with their handsome
and old-world coat of arms, well within the reach
of the collector of small means, and presenting
mfinite possibilities of study in the way of paper,
vanicties of type, etc., though, alas! devoid of
compound perforations, At the Turin exhibi-
tion one ot the features of the display was a
olock of these stamps printed on both sides,
one of those on the reverse side being a téte-
béche, a variety hitherto quite unknown. Surely
this in itself should constitute a powerful incen-
tive to their collection, with the possibility of
picking up such a treasure, which would pro-
bably command a fabulous price from some of
the philatelic lunatics that are permitted by an
indulgent social system to remain at large.

In 1851 appeared the first stamps of Sardinia,
bearing the portrait of Victor Emanuel, litho-
graphed on yellowish-white wove poper, which,
cemparatively speaking, have always been rare,
owing partly to the short perind they were in
use, but principally no doubt to the fact that the
prepayment of correspondence wa~ not compul-
sory in the Sardinian Kingdom, und hence the
bulk of the letters were posted unpud and paid
for on delivery.  Italian friends tell me that
they have cxamined enormous quantities of let-
ters dating from 1851 to 1854, without ever find-
ing a single stamp on the envelopes or covers.
L he preceding remarks, therefore, apply more
or less to each of the first threc issues of that
country.

The vear 1851 also witnessed the appearance
ot the famous lion series of Tuscany, which have
long been considered the stamps “par excel-
lence” of the Itulian States. The excellence of
the design, and the vast range of beautiful
colours to be found in these stamps are worthy
of the best traditions of Tuscan art, and should
alone suffice to ensure their popularity, even
though the acquisition of such rarities as the
z soldi and the 6o crazie be difficult of attain-
ment for the medium collector.

It was owing to the initiative of Austria, and
the conclusion of a postal convention between
l.omhardv-Venetian and Modena and Parma,
that the two Iatter states issued postage stamps
in the vear 1852, both series being typographed
on coloured wove paper, with the exception re-
spectively of the 1 lira and 1o centesimi, which
are on white paper. Although as yet practically
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a terra incognita, in point of philatelic interest
and extreme difficulty of collection, the
stamps of Modena far transcend those of all
the other Italian States, owing to the great num-
ber of typographic errors and varieties, many
of which are almost impossible of attainment,
and can only be acquired after years of diligent

and patient research. Toj the collector of
mettle, therefore, eager to surmount difficulties
that are not to be removed by the ordinary
bankers cheque, however large, here is a grand
opportunity for the display of any superabun-
dant zeal and eneryy.

Next in geographical order come the stamps
of the Roman or Papal States, which appeared
in 1852, typographed on white and coloured
wove papers. With the exception of the !4 baj.
and the 7 bajocchi, which were printed téte-
béche, these Papal issues present few features
of special interest, as far as is known, though 1
believe as yet no serious study has been made of
these stamps. On the other hand the collector
of philatelic curio ites can gratify his taste to
the full in the acquisition of fractions of stamps,
issued at various times by the Papal post-offices.
It is evident that the supplies of labels on several
occasions ran short at the provincial offices, the
postmasters being driven to the expedient ot
cutting the stamps of the higher values into
halves, thirds, or quarters, as required, the
result being some very curious fractional com-
binations,

It was significant of the apathy and aversion
to all manner of reforms of the Bourbon regime
that postage stamps for the Kingdom of the Two
Sicilies were only issued in 1858, viz: seven
years after the system had been adopted by the
States of Sardinia and Tuscany. The first Nea-
politan issue, which served both for the main-
land and the island of Sicily, was the well-known

Trinacria series, so called from the three-legged

device on the right of the design, that so curi-
ously resembles the Manx coat-of-arms,  In
the following year, 1859, a separate series was
issued for Sicily, bearing a finely cxecuted por-
trait of King “Bomba” engraved in taille douce.
I have already alluded on a previous occasion
to the repugnance of that monarch to having his
features defaced in effigy, and to the prepara-
tion of a special postal obliteration, designed
with the object of leaving his portrait intact,
During these years events had been gradually
ripening for the final effort that culminated
in the liberation of the greater part of Italian
territory from the yoke of the foreigner. After
the defeat of Novara, Victor Emanuel, who
clear.y foresaw the impending struggle, imme-
diately set to work to re-organise his kingdom,
devoting all his energy to the augmentation and
better equipment of the Piedmontese army.
His efforts were ably seconded by his celebrated
minister Count Cavour, who at an intervicw in
the summer of 1858 with Napoleon II1., at the
watering place of Plombidres, formed the secret
alliance, that was shortly to result in the re-
demption of Italy. The year 1859 opened with

’

a general feeling throughout the country that
hostilities could not long be delayed, and the
words of Victor Emanuel on opening the sub-
alpine Parliament—"whilst respecting treaties,
I am not insensible to the cry of anguish that
is raised to me from so many parts of Italy”-—
created a profound sensation. The gauntlet
being thus thrown down, Austria demanded the
disarmament of Piedmont, the answer of Victor
Emanuel being a patriotic refusal. At these
signs of approaching war the youth of Italy
flocked from all parts into Piedmont, thousands
enrolling themselves under the banner of Gari-
baldi, who formed the corps of the “Cacciatori
delle Alpi” (chasseurs des Alpes), and 50 mil-
lions were voted by Parliament for the expenses
of the army. Austria immediately increased
the garrisons of her fortresses and as soon as
her army was on a war footing, Marshal Giulay
crossed the Ticino at the head of 150,000 men
and invaded Piedmont, his progress being con-
siderably impeded by the inhabitants, who
broke the dykes of numerous canals, flooding
the country far and wide. Meantime four
French corps were hastening to the assistance
of the Piedmontese, who at first remained on
the defensive. The first hostilities occurred on
the 2oth May at Montebello, resulting in the
complete defeat of the Austrians. A further
success was gained by Victor Emanuel 10 days
later at Palestro. On the 3rd June the allied
armies crossed the Ticino into Lombardy, and
the following day fought the sanguinary batue
of Magenta where Marshal Macmahon and
Napoleon inflicted a crushing defeat on the
Austrians, who lost over 20,000 men. The next
day Milan was free, and on the 7th June, 1839
Napoleon and Victor Emanuel made their tri-
umphal entry into the city amidst a scene ot
frantic enthusiasm. Needless to say that the
last had now been seen in Lombardy of the Aus-
trian stamps, which were promptly replaced
by the embossed issue of Victor Emanuel. A
last effort was made at Melegnano by the Aus-
trians, who were again defeated with heavy
loss, and thereupon hastened to evacuate Lom-
bardy. As a conseyuence of these victories,
Parma, Piacenza and Bologna promptly pro-
claimed the dictatorship of Victor Emanuel,
their example being speedily followed by the
Papal Provinces and Modena. The reigning
princes or archdukes at once took refuge in
flight and Provisional Governments were ap-
pointed pending the adoption of a definite solu-
tion of affairs. Hence resulted the issue of the
short-lived and rare provisional stamps of
Modena, Parma and the Romagne, which ap-
peared in the Autumn of 1859 and remained in
use until the following March. During the
interval that elapsed between the withdrawal
of the old Ducal issues and the preparation of
the new provisional series, the embossed stamps
of Sardinia were used temporarily in Parma and
at Massa-Carrara in Modena, such stamps ot
course being only distinguishable by the names
and dates of the post-marks. In the month of
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March, 1860 the Emilian Provinces and Tus-
cany finally proclaimed by a general plebiscite
their annexation to the dominions of Victor
Emanuel, thus leading the way to the formation
of we Kingdom of Italy. A heavy price had,
however, to be paid for the assistance of France
in the cession to the latter country of the two
ricn Italian provinces of Nice and Savoy.

About the same time the Sicilian exile, Fran-
cesco Crispi, well-known to the pre<ent genera-
tion as a rccent prime minister of King Hum-
bert and one of the founders of the triple alli-
ance, had returned to Palermo with the object
of inciting the population to insurrection. ln
continual communication with Garibaldi, he
wiged the latter to attempt the invasion of Sicily.
It was on the sth May, 1800, that Garibald,
aiter having miraculously eluded the numerous
Neapolitan cruisers, landed at Marsala with his
famous thousand voluateers. His rapid con-
quest of the island, passage of the straits and
march on Naples are events too well known to
require recapitulation. At his approach to the
capital, the King Francesco II., retreated with-
out a struggle to the fortress of Gaéta, and on
the 7th September, Garibaldi entered Naples in
triumph. A provisional government was forth-
with established, one of whose first acts was the
removal and defacement of all the insignia
and arms of the detested Bourbons. By a
special decree Garibaldi himself ordered the
matrix or die used for printing the old 14 grano
stamp: to be altered and adapted to the new
order of things. In the first instance the colour
was simply changed from rose to blue, and a T
printed over the G, altering the value from 2
grano to 14 tornese, this being the rare so-called
“Trinacria.” The arms in the centre of the
design were then apparently hastily erased and
replaced by the Savoy cross, As the erasure
was imperfectly executed, faint traces of the
original arms are always more or less visibie in
the cross, and render it easy to detect genuine
specimens. Both these stamps in addition to
the merit of great rarity, possess, therefore,
very considerable historic interest.

The unification of Italy was now complete,
with exception of the province of Venetia and
the city of Rome. By the terms of the treaty o1
Vilafranca, arranged the r2th July, 1859 (the
month following the battle of Magenta) between
Napoleon I11. and the Emperor of Austria,
Venetia, to the intense surprise and indigna-
tion of the Italians, was left with Austria. Italy’-
opportunity however came on the outbreak of
the Austro-Prussian war of 1866, one of the
results of the Austrian defeat at Sadowa being
the cession of Venetia to Victor Emanuel.

The Franco-Prussian war of 1870 put the fin-
i~hing touches to the labours of Victor Emanuel
Garibaldi and Cavour. The French garrison
which had hitherto maintained the temporal in-
dependence of the Pope was recalled, and on
the zoth September, 1870, the Italian troops
entered Rome through the breach made in the
walls of the “Porta Pia.” The dream of every

patriotic Italian of “Italy one and indivisible”
was at last an accomplished fact, and the stamps
| of the old Italian States were now entirely
things of the past!
| I ought perhaps not to conclude without a
brief reference to the Republic of San Marino.
For many years the infinitesimal correspond-
ence of this diminutive state was franked with
the current Italian stamps, which may be dis-
tinguished by the postmark San Marino, and it
was only in the year 1877 that the Republic com-
menced to use a separate series. These stamps
and the later issues which were designed more
with a view to raising revenuc hy sales to col-
lectors than for actual use, are of no philatelic
interest.

HISTORY OF THE CORRESPONDENCE
CARD AND OF OTHER ENTIRES
OF THE BELGIAN POSTAL SERVICE.

By JULES BOUVELZ.
(Continued from page 67).

OFFICIAL CARDS.

In a treatise on the Belgian postal entires, a
history of the official cards issued by this admin-
istration naturally finds its place; moreover,
their positinn in collections of entires is clearly
marked, for being used for certain communica-
tions between officials and the public, the vari-
ous developments and changes which they have
undergone are not without interest to philately.

By a roval order of May 24th, 1877, repro-
duced helow, the departments of the government
enjoying postal franking privileges were autho-
rized to issue official correspondence cards.

“Postal franking. l.eopold Il.. King of the
1 Belgians,

“T'o all present and to come—Greeting.

“Considering Art. 7 of the roval order of
October 3oth, 18354, regulating the form under
which administrative correspondence, circulat-
ing without paying postage, is to be presented ;

“Considering Art. 15 of the same order which
prescribes their presentation in general at the
post offices in order to enjoy immunity from
payments of postage;

“(In the proposition of our Minister of Public
Works,

“We have ordered and do order:

“Art, 1. Ordinary administrative correspond-
ence circulating under wrappers may be sent
in the forin of pestal cards on condition that
the<e cards be of the size and thickness of the
ordinary postal cards and that one of the sides
be reserved exclusively for the address and the
counter-signature.

“Art. 2. Administrative correspondence cards
may be deposited in letter hoxes,

Art. 3. The provisions of the ahove men-
tioned order of October 3oth, 1854, which are
not contrary to the present one, and which are
materially applicable to administrative corres-
pondence cards, are extended to them.
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“Our Minister of Public Works is charged
with the execution of the present order.

}
J

Issue of 1884.
This issue differs from the first in that the

“Given at Brussels this 24th day of March, | words “Carte postale” are substituted for “Carte

1876.
“LEOCPOIL.D.
“By the King, ’
“The Minister of Public Works,

“A. Beernaert.”

In consequence of this order, the Minister of
Public Works, with a view to simplifying cer-
tain relations, by an order dated February 16tn,
1877, created for the use of the Postal and Tele-
graph Departments an official single correspond-
ence card (Series A, No. 4} and an official double
postal card (Series A, No. ghis) and bad all
the offices supplied with them.

These cards, intended exclusively for admin-
istrative correspondcnce from the postal and
telegraph departments, were to be used only for
brief communications which were not at all of
a confidential nature and the open circulation
of which would not be attended with any incon-
venience. It was forbidden to attach anything
to them and, to avoid abuses in the use of them,
it was recommended that they should not he
substituted for the notes which the offices ex-
changed among themselves. Finally, their use
outside the administrative relarions was strictly
prohibited ; these relations might be extended
to the public when the franking regulations
authorized this.

The first official correspondence cards mea-
sured go x 130 mm.

They were printed at the stamp factory at
Malines, in sheets comprising 3o single cards
or 15 double cards (reply); the impression was
in black on white paper.

In addition to the arms of the kingdom, tne
address and the counter-signature, the obverse
of the card might bear in its upper right corner
a reference number under which the correspond-
ence is entered in the indicator or memorandum.
Also, in places reserved for the purpose, im-
pressions of the departure and arrival date
stamps were to be applied. As in the ordinary
correspondence cards the reverse was reserved
exclusively for the communication. In the
diagonal 1inscription along the right border ot
the reply card, we find, in addition to the No.
4bis (without which the card is not available),
the number of the order which authorized tha
printing of it, as well as the year of issue. By
means of these points and the statistical infor-
mation which has been collected year by year
it has been possible to determine approximately
the number of printings or issues -of official
postal cards.

From 1877 to 1897, that is to say, during a
period of twenty years, there were ten different
issucs made by the Postal and Telegraph Ad-
ministration. The alterations made in each of
these printings are for the most part unimport-
ant. Three only, those made in the printings
of 1884, 1885, and 1889, deserve special men-
tion, for in a certain way they mark the dates
of important decisions arrived at by these de-
pariments.

correspohdence.” The two circles intended for
the date stamps are enlarged by one mm.;
furthermore, on the right border, after the series
number, the words “Poste et Telegraphes” have
new type could be employed by both these de-
partments in their official communications.

been added in parenthesis, to show that the

Issue of 188s.

The size of this type has been enlarged, hav
ing been increased from 128 x 88 mm. to 137
x g5 mm. For the thick letters of the heading
‘Carte postile de service” thinner and smaller
lctters have been substituted. It will be observed
moreover, that in consequence of the change
made in the title of the ministerial department
the inscription to the left of the heading has
also been changed to read “Ministerc des Che-
mins de fer, Postes et Telegraphes,” instead of
“Ministere des Travaux Publics,” which ap-
peared on the card of the preceding issue.

Issue of 183¢.

The Postal and Telegraph Administrations
having formed into two distinct services, the
cards were wused only by the former.
Consequently, the inscription “Postes et Tele-
graphes,” printed on the right hand bor-
der, was suppressed and the remaining inscrip-
tions were transferred to the left. Moreover,
for the inscription “Administration des Postes
et Telegraphes” in the heading, that of “Ad-
ministration des Postes” was substituted, and
urder it there was placed a bracket, instead of
a straight line. It was also on the creation of
the issuc of 188¢ that the white satin-finished
paper, watermarked with the large Belgian coat
or arms, was definitely adopted for the printing
of the official postal cards; therefore, on each
card if this and the following issues some frag-
ment of this watermark will be found.

The official postal cards of the Belgian ser-
vice having sometimes been scnt to per<ons
outside of the administration by officials of the
postal and telegraph services, with communi-
cations of but httle importance, it is easy to
understand that collectors have got hold of them
and have given them a place in their albums.
w e will say, however, that these entires, especi-
allv those of the first issues, are pretty rare at
the present time, As most catalogues do not
mention them, we give in the following table
the prices at which they can be purchased in
Pelgium at most large stamp dealers:

Date of issue  Unused cards. Cancelled cards.

1877 Fr. 2.00 Fr. 3.50
1384 1.50 2.2

1885 1.00 1.50
1887 0.75 1.00
1889 1.50 2.25
1891 0.50 0.75
1893 0.25 0.40
18 4 0.40 o.60
1895 0.25§ 0.50
1897 0.25 0.50
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Following the example of the postal ad-
niinistration, the railway administration, on
September 1st, 1877, adopted for the use of its
various services a special correspondence card.

This card, also printed in black on white
paper with the coat of arms watermark, bears
in the upper right corner of the obverse the
printed stamp of the administration. Its use
is limited to communications concerning the
railway service which do not go by mail. How-
ever, the circulation of this card by mail is
authorised within the limits of the rules fixed by
the tables of franking privileges, on condition
that they be regularly countersigned and that
the official sending the communication have the
right to correspond with the addressee without
payment of postage.

‘Two years later, all the other public depart-
ments adopted the single and double postal
cards for their communications ; they also were
printed in black on white paper without water-
mark, except those of the Savings Bank, for
which yellow paper was used.

On July 24th, 1893, a short time after the
creation of the Sunday postage stamps, the
Minister of Posts came to a decision by which
correspondence cards sent free, with or without
counter-signature, should not be delivered on
Sundays and legal holidays, unless they were
prepaid with the special delivery rate. They
might, however, be called for at the post offices
by the addressees, during the hours i which
the offices are open to the public.

To this rule, in order to satisfy the require-
ments of certain services, a few exceptions were
allowed, but they were not extended to the
postal cards sent to private individuals by the
administrations, For these it was necessary to
have recourse to prepayment of the fixed rate of
25 centimes for special delivery. In most cases
public officials made use of the 25 centimes
blue of the current issue, after having torn off
the Sunday slip. Sometimes, however, cards
were seen with the green telegraph stamp of
25 centimes, the use of which had just been
authorized for special delivery shipments de-
posited in the letter boxes,

The circulation of official special delivery
cards is of little importance. The table helow
gives the app.soximate number since the minis-
terial order just mentioned was put in force.

Number of Official Special Delivery Postal
Cards distributed.
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MEMBERSHIP.

Candidates for admission must be over 18
years of age, anad supply at least two satisfactory
references. They will then be proposed for
election, and if no objection be lodged within
fourteen days, be duly elected. The entlrance
fee, 2s. 6d. and subscription, §s., should accom-
pany the application, and will be refunded in the
event of the non-election of the applicant.

NOTICES.

The Seventh Meeting of the Season took place at
Essex Hall, on April 19. Present, Ur. E. F. Marx in
the chair, and Messrs, 1I. Thompson, J. F. Joselin, L.
W. Fulcher, and one visitor, Mr. W. Schwarlkacher.
Mr. . Thompson gave a display of Fiscals, and an
enjoyable evening was spent.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

Members are referred to Notice given in last monthly
report, and are againreminded that the Annual General
Meeting and Election of Officers will take place on
Wednesday evening, May 17th, at Essex Hall, Essex
Street, Strand, at 8 p.m. After the formal business
Mr. Joselin will give a display of his collection, and
any other Members who can do so are invited to bring
their collections for comparison. A GOOD ATTEND-
ANCE IS REQUESTED.

THOS. H. HINTON,

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer,
Int., Phil. Union.

5, Panltons Square,
Chelsea, London, S.W.

May sth, 1899.

SHEFFIELD PHILATELIC SOCIETY.~—The usual
meeting of this society was held on March 1st in
Pird’s Restaurant, and was devoted to an ex-
hibition by the members of the stamps of Spain.

Mr. Peace (the President) showed a fine collec-
tion, whilst Mr. Hunt's collection was practi-
cally complete, and was specially noticeable for
the rare stamps it contained of the earlier issues
Mr. Chapman, who also read a paper on the
varieties and errors of Spanish stamps, showed
a very complete collection, including a number
of Patriotic War stamps, which were voluntarily
bought during the late war by the patriotic
Spaniards to increase the War fund.  After
spending a very pleasant evening the meeting
adjourned. Mr. Sneath promising at the fol-
lowing meeting to read a paper on “Forgeries.”

The usual meeting of this society was held
on Wednesday evening in their Rooms at Bird's
Restaurant, the President (Mr. J. F. Peace)
occupied the chair.

There was a good muster of members to hear
the Hon. Exchange Secretary (Mr. R. Sneath)
read a paper on “Forgeries of Postage Stamps.”

In the course of his paper, Mr. Sneath ex-
plained the difference between some of the
genuine and forged stamps, showing for com-
parison specimens of each kind. He said the
forger always made some deviation from the
original, whilst in many cases the kind of paper
used in the manufacture of the stamps, and the
cancelling post mark, were certain and sure
guides for the detection of the forgery. Nearly
all old collections contain a great many for-
geries, but now that the forging of stamps 1s
liabie to such heavy penalties, and further due
no doubt that the study of philately or stamp
collecting has made great progress of late years,
it is ditficult to impose upon well informed
collectors. A hearty vote of thanks was ac-
corded to Mr. Sneath for his paper.

It was decided to devote the next meeting to
an exchange of stamps.

HERTS PHILATELIC SOCIETY.—A general
meeting was held at Anderton’s Hotel on Tues-
day, April 11th, at 7 p.m. Present: Messrs.
H. R. Oldfield, W. A. Bois, E. Airlie Dry, L.
E. Bradbury, G. Gaffe, E. Bounds, C. Forbes,
J. W. Jones, M. Z. Kuttner, W. Simpson, C. R,
Sutherland, F. A. Wickhart, E, J. Nankivell
(visitor) and H. A. Slade.

The minutes of the last meeting being read
and confirmed, the following were proposed and
duly elected members of the society :—Mrs.
ldgar Watkin, S. J. Anderson, Hubert Warren.,
It was determined that the close of a successful
season be celebrated by a dinner at headquar-
ters on May 2nd.

At the conclusion of business Mr. Herbert
R. Oldfield gave a display of his magnificent
collection of Swiss stamps accompanied by lucid
and interesting explanations of the various
iscues. A cordial vote of thanks to Mr. Old-
field for his entertainment brought an enjoyable
evening to a close at 9.30 p.m.

H. A. SLADE,

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.
Ingleside, St. Albans,
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PLYMOUTH PHILATELIC SOCIETY.—The eighth
session of the Plymouth Philatelic Society,
which will shortly close as far as active winter
work is concerned, has been a most successful
one. Nineteen new members have joined since
October, 1898, and fourteen ordinary meetings
have been held, at which papers have been
read in conjunction with alternative evenings
for discussion and exchange. The following
have contributed to the readings: Major G. Vv,
Stockdale (president), twice on the issues of
France, Rev. E. A. Donaldson, and Mr. H, W,
Mayne on the “Collecting of Entires,” Rev.
E. T. Fyffe, R.N., on “Auction Prices and Cata-
logue Values,” and Mr. W. A, Walker on
“Breakers Ahead,” on the 14th of January, 18¢g,
an exhibition of stamps was held, which proved
a most gratifying success, and the Exchange
Branch of the Society shows a very marked de-
velopment, its monthly packets averaging over
£100 in value. A silver medal has also been
contributed to the forthcoming Manchester
Philatelic Exhibition. The present session
will end shortly with a lecture on philately, to
be contributed by the Rev. E. Bell, of Saltash.

W. A. WALKER, Esq.,
Hon. Sec., and Treasurer.

Dr. C. E. RUSSEL RENDLE,
Hon. Sec. Exchange Branch.

BIRMINGHAM PHILATELIC SOCIETY.—Honor-
{]y President, W. B. Avery Esq.; President,
W. T. Wilson, Esq.; vice-Presidents, R. Hol-
lick, Esq., W, Pimm, Esq.; Committee, Mr.
H. R. Bewlay, Mr. P. I'. Deakin, Mr. T, W.
Peck, Mr. C. A. Stephenson, Mr. W, S, Vaugh-
ton, Mr. W. F. Wadams; Hon. Secretary and
Treasurer, Mr. G. Johnson, B.A., official ad-
dress: 208, Birchfield Road, Birmingham.

March 2nd. The following were unanimously
elected members: Messrs. S. G. Vlastos, C. P.
\W. Andreae, and G. Avyerinos.

Mr. Pimm gave a very interesting papcr on
the stamps of New Zealand illustrated by his
own fine coliection of that country, and also
by those of Messrs. W. T. Wilson and T. W.
Peck, the former showing all varieties in ranges
of shades, used and unused, and the latter fine
blocks of imperfs in mint condition, and other
rarities in exceptionally fine condition.

The paper was interspersed and followed by
remarks and discussion as to the various shadex
in use at certain dates, and a good number of
copies with dated postmarks and stamps on
original, including some of the rare watermarks
roulettes, etc., materially helped the discussion.

April 20th. The following were unanimously
clected members : Messrs. W, Nathan, J. Venn,
W. slorgan, C. E. Price and A. N. Havne.

Mr. R. Hollick then showed his collections
of New South Wales and Tasmania, carefully
explaining to any who required it, the numer-
ous varieties and retouches of the plates in the
carly issues of the former colony. Many very
fine copies and shades of these early issues were
shown and this was the cause of a subsequent

discussion on catalogue values and discounts,
from which it appeared that most of the mem-
bers would only be glad to get satisfactory
copies at full catalogue rates or even more, but
such copies are a steadily decreasing quantity
and for them there is alwavs a good demand,
which is gauged to a very small extent by quo-
tations of auctions or catalogues.

Kindly send sheets this month by 27th inst.,
or they are likely to be omitted from packets.

SHEFFIELD PHILATELIC SOCIETY. The usual
meeting of this society was held last evening at
Bird's Restaurant, the President (Mr. J. F.
Peace) occupied the chair,

The evening was devoted to the sale and
exchange of stamps. A number of stamps
changed hands including several of the rare
type written stamps of Uganda, Canada 6d.
purple, imperforate, U.S. g5 dollars, etc. Very
2ood prices were realised and showed that the
hobby is still in a flourishing condition.

The meeting was then adjourned until the
1gth April when Mr. Sutton promised to read
a paper on “Some pleasures of Stamp Collect-
ng.”

A meeting of this Society was held on April
19, at Bird’s Restaurant, 1he vice-President
(Mr. J. S. Beckitt) occupied the chair.

Mr. Sutton read an interesting paper on
“Some of the pleasures of stamp collecting.’

| In the course of his essay he showed that the

study of colours and designs of the stamps
caused the collector tu appreciate art, whilst
the study of the stamps themselves improved
the collector’s knowledge of history, geography,
zoology and other kindred sciences.

The meeting was afterwards adjourned untl
the 3rd May, when the members will hold an
Exhibit of the stamps of France and her Colo-
nies.

MANCHESTER PHILATELIC SOCIETY.—Presi-
dent, W. Dorning Beckton. The fourteenth
meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, on Friday
April 7th. The President took the chair, and
there were g other members present.

Mr. David Benjamin was elected a corres-
ponding member of the Society,

I'he Librarian announced the receipt of the
l.ondon Philatelist, P.J.G.B., Record, Monthly
Journal, Stamp Collectors’ Journal, American
Journal of Philately, Revue Philatelique Fran-
caise, and Messrs. Nunn, Graves and Ca's Direc-
tory of Stamp Dealers of Great Britain. Mr.
Beckton gave his latest researches regarding
the second issue of Moldavia, illustrated By
phetegraphs. He pointed out the differences
in the various printings, some of which were
considered as originals, but which in his opinion
were only reprints done by someone having
access to the dies. A full resumé will be pub-
lished later.

Fleven members were present at the fifteenth
meet:ng on April 24th, when the President again
took the the chair.

The nomination papers for officers for next
season was laid on the table.
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The annual meeting was fixed for Monday,
May 1sth.  Mr. Gillett read a paper on “Phil-
ately as an Education.” He claimed that it
demands and encourages accurate observation,
neatness, order, and carefullness and persever-
ance besides inspiring a desire for finality and
increased knowledge. It cultivates artisfic
percepticn, and teaches the history, monetary
svstems and forms of government of various
countries, hesides giving information as to
their geography. In conclusion, Mr. Gillett
illustrated how the political and social history
ot countries and the natures of their inhabi-
tants may be traced by a study of the designs of
the postal issues.

G. FRED. H. GIBSON, Hon. Ses.
Kersal, Manchester.

Mero ReaBes fo Cuf.

The UNIVERSAL STANDARD
LLOGUE*—Whitfield King and Co.
Price i1s. 3d. net.

This the latest of English catalogues comes in
a very handy form and at a price well within the
limit of every beginner and for such it is speci-
ally written. We agree with the writer of it
when he says that.—

The literature bearing upon Philately em-
braces all aspects of the hobby, from the scien-
tific to the elementary. Among these works
none occupy a more important position than
the modern catalogue, illustrated and priced ;
for in the preparatory or the advanced schools
of stamp collecting the acquisition of a cata-
logue 17 a sine qua non. These catalogues have
in the progress of Philatelic research developed
inte cautalogues prepared by advanced collectors
for advanced collectors, with a deplorable result
—their contents are of su¢h a complex nature
that the yonng or junior collector is discouraged
and cvertually relinquishzs the pastime in de-
spair of ever being able to form a presentable
collection where so large a number of minor
varieties have to be considered. This is very
sericu , and it is with the hope of counteracting
the “decline in stamp collecting” on the part
of the beginner, that the Universal Standard
Stam)p Catalogue is published.

Given are the following:
forated, rouletted, watermarks (Star, Crown and
CC and CA in British Caulonies, the most im-
portant ones only in other countries). kx-
cluded are all varieties of type, perforation, sur-
charges and of papers. Especially the latter
is, we consider hardly justifiable, if a stamp be
printed on white and in a few vears afterwards
on colouréd paper we hold it to be not a minor
variety, but a distinct new issue, and if such
issue be omitted, then the catalogue compiler
goes too far by leaving it out. But if only the
watermark be altered or the perforation or the

CATA-
317 pP-

Imperforate, per- '

gum, then we agree with the compiler that by
omitting them from a beginner's catalogue a
usetul purpose is served, as they appear to the
onlooker to be identically the same stamp.

In some cases more information could have
becn added without making the catalogue any
bulkier and yet helping the beginner in his
researches,

All stamps without exception are priced, the
rater stamps as a rule at hope-to-get-them-at
prices.

The illustrations, although reduced in size,
are clearer than we are used to see them in
works of this description, the printing is clear
and large, the size handy and the paper good
and white, the latter being essential for easy
reading. The price is so low that we trust to
find the catalogue in the hands of every collec-
tor whether advanced or not and we recommend
the same to the attention of every one of our
readers.

THFE ADHESIVE POSTAGE STAMPS OF
EUROPE.—W. A. S. Westoby. Parts VIIL
and 1X. Price 1s. each.

Parts VIIl. and IX. of this admirable work
comprising Luxemburg (continuation}) to
Komagna have just been issued and are worthy
successors to those parts that have appeared
Felore.

Thev we fuil of useful information for the
heginner as well as for the specialist, the author
deals with the stamps of every country in his
usual meritorious manner that omits nothing
that is really important but without mentioning
every little wrile which make most handbooks
of this description so dull to the general collector,

We are certain the work when completed will
mark an event in the history of Philately and
will form a guide and friend to young and
old collectors alike.

STANLEY GIBBONS' PRICED CATA-
LOGUE, Part 11, Stamps of Foreign Coun-
tries*

Dart I1. of this the 12th edition of the Stand-
ard English catalogue has at last appeared.
Like Part 1. it is priated on thinner paper than
the 11th edition, and owing to the omission of
the locals it forms a much smaller and handier
volume though there are still some 350 pages.

With regard to the omission of the l.ocal
stamps we grant that it is very difficult to draw
the line as to what should be omitted or retained.
At the same time such stamps as those of Shang-
hai, Danube Steam Navigation Co., and the
U.S. Carrier stamps we think are purely local.
When it comes to things like Chinese up to
1895, Constantinople (cheir), and several others
there is perhaps a little more doubt, still we
think they are Locals. Then again, though
we are not sure if we are right, we fancy that

* Omitted from our last number on account of
prassure of matter,—THE EDi1Tok.

* Stanley Gibbons Ld., 391, Strand London,

' price 2/3 post free.
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some of the Colombian States stamps cannot
frank a letter bevond the State and if it i5 10
be sent abroad Colombian stamps must be used.
Afghanistan stamps again we imagine are locals
and possibly a good many others.  Though
some are taken and some are left, the collector
has the remedy in his own hands if he thinks
the stamps of any country are locals, there is
nothing to compel him to collect them. The
arrangements though similar to the last editicn,
have in some instances been altered. In the
case of Germany, the small states Baden to
Wurtemburg, including an old title resuscitate!l
namely, Thurn and Taxis, come first, then in
order N. German Confederation, Alsace and
German Empire. Cuba though conquered
by the U.S., and having stamps supplied by the
1.8, Government still figures under Spain,
it is true that there is a significant footnote after
Cuba to the effect that “The hodily transposi-
tion of Cuba, Porto Rico, and the Philippines
under United States is reserved for a futurc
edinon.” We think the Spanish issued stamps
should remain under Spain and only the U.S.
issued stamps be put under United States. We
are much amused by the note in the preface to
the effect that Norway and Sweden are now
placed under Sweden and not Norway {(as pre-
viously) as Sweden is the “predominant part-
ner.”  Why, therefore, put Norway first under
“S”1  Are the publishers afraid of perpetrating
another “injustice to Oireland”? With regard
to new features in the cataloguing we may
nctice that more attention has been paid to per-
forations in many instances, especially in the
case of Austria, Hungary, and Bosnia, though
in the former case the lists are incomplete, and
are in our opinion badlv -eparated. In the
18qo issue of Austria perfs. jo, 10%, and 1134
are those most frequently met with, g and o}
are scarcer whilst 12 to 13%4 are rarer still,
though thev appear to come oftener now thun
previously. We know it is difficult in
these cases to he concise and at the same time
give a list of all perfs., still we do not know
why the 9 and g4 perfs should be omitted from
the Levant, 18go issue; as thev certainly exist.
It seems to us that the newly listed perforations
are always priced much above their value, for
thev nearly alwavs have a drop in the next
edition.

In Bosnia the 2 tvpes of the 15kr are now
catalogued and illustrated. Thesg two types
we discovered and chronicled in these columns
some long time ago. We are glad to see that
these have at last heen deemed worthy of notice.
Tvpe A, however, is ten times as scarce as type
B, why is it the same price? We have just dis-
covered that there are three types of the 4kr.
How much longer has the second tvpe of the
Hungary journal tax stamps 1kr blue to remain
unnoticed 1 The Belgium parcel post stamps
are now included in the catalogue, and illus-
trated. The most prominent error of the 1893
issue of Belgium, viz., in the 5c. inverted 1 in-
stead of 1 has been omitted, why? In China,
the 3c. olive yellow error of colour has been

forgotten. Ecuador now occupies about 13
columns. There are many copious notes to
most of the countries, which will, we feel sure,
be found very useful. ln Holland the types ot
the 1867 issuc are now illustrated and priced
for the first time. \We very much regret to see
that the two sets of Liberia of the 1885 type are
now amalgamated. Stamps of the early issue
perf. are very much scarcer than those perf.
which are comparatively modern and were prac-
tically a re-issue in 1891, with the 8c. blue (No.
t3). \We are glad to see that Mexico has been
considerably abridged from the former edition
and reduced to workable dimensions!! Portu-
gal on the other hand has been to our mind in-
ordinately lengthened with papers, and perfora-
tions and tvpes galore. In Roumania, issues
1885—8g are now divided into two issues instead
of 3 as formerly, a veryv sensible arrangement
and much easier for identification. We miss
Russian locals like a turnpike gate. There is
now no further need to glue a lot of useless
pages together!

As regards prices :——

Iin many cases, chiefly in the cases of coun-
tries that are not very popular, prices have heen
lowered, but in other cases and these we think
are in the majority the prices have been raised,
and justhy so in our opinion. There is, how-
ever, no all round increase of prices, in many
cascs the dearest stamps of former editions have
been reduced in price and the medium class
raised. In Germany notable reductions have
heen made, such as Prussin 1861 2 sgr. Prus-
stan blue unused from 1755 to 73s.

We are glad to see that there has not been
~uch a wholesale slaughter of the innocents as
was the case in the British Empire Catalogue,
many o1 the reductions in prices, being, in that
volume, (especially in the cheaper varieties of
used stamps) utterly uncalled for.

We have criticised it rather fully, but we hope
not unduly. It is probably because it has
interested us more than the former volume did.
We have pointed out a few faults—hardly that
—hut what we have are venial rather of omis-
sion than of commission. The catalogue as &
whole is a marvellous piece of work at the price.
Immense care and attention has evidently heen
bestowed on its compilation, and it reflects the
areatest credit on its compilers, and publishers.
1t will be a great addition to the philatelic litera-
ture of the day, and its publishers are evidently
fuuy determined that it shall still be as it always
has been in the past The Standard English
Catalogue.

Mermw Jssues and Qariefies,

By 3. C. SKIPTON.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

British Bechuanaland. The current Cape of Good
Hope Registration Envelope has been surcharged
over the sltamp with a surcharge similar to the

current surcharge on the British stamps.
R.E. 4d. black and blue, size G.
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British Guiana.

We have recelved copies of two of
the picture stamps surcharged ** TWQ CENTS.”
in block letters. On each sheet is a variely
without the stop, and also one with the word
¢ CENTS. "spelt ““ GENTS.”

The M.J. notes the envelope with the sur-
charge in red instead of black.

2¢. in black on 1nc. black and red,
2¢. in black on xs5c. brown and hilue.
E. zc. in red on sc. grey-blue on azure.

Canada.

L.C.

Gibraltar.

It appears’;that the stamps divided and sur-
charged mentioned in February were only used
in one post office, and were quile unauthorised.

The surcharge “2c.’ on the envel:pes, etc.,
appears in two types the ‘¢’ being either a
capital (a) or a lower case letter (b), but are both
of the same size. The surcharge was hand
stamped, and anyone having the 3c. envelopes
or leiter cards could take them to the office and
have them reduced in value. The following
varieties have been seen.
2c, in black on 3¢. red (1877), size 137 x 77mm. ()
2c. in black on 3¢ red (1877), size 150 x B5 mm. (a)
2c, in black on 3¢ 1ed (18gB), size 138 x 87 mm. (3)
2¢. in black on 3c. red (18¢8), size 148 x 87 mm, (b)
2c. in black on 1c. red on blue (1503) (a)
zc. in black on 3¢ red on blue (1893) (b)
2¢. in black on ;c. red on blue {18g97) (b)

The 2c., figures in lower corners, comes now in
a redder shade of purple.

Morocco. The goc. and 1p. have been seen
with the surcharge in dark Dlue.

The stamps have now heen surcharged in
in London at the printers, and the shape of the
letters differs from that employed in the local
surcharge.  Envelopes, wrappers and cards are
also reported as having the London surcharge.

40¢, dzep blue on orange-hrown, local snrcharge.

1p. " bistre and Llue, "
sc, black and green,

10¢, y»  taimine.

200, ;s olive.

25C. »s  blue,

50C. . violet,

sy histre and blue.

1p.
Hong Kong. —According to the Alonth Journal the

postage stamps with the surcharge *SO’or ‘S8
1D’ were converted by these letters into fiscal
stamps. Al the same time the postal officials
did not consider that the overprint took away the
postal power of the stamps so allowed them to be
used. Theletters ¢ S O’ stood for Stamp Office
and * S D’ for Stamp Duty.

We have received copies of the 1$ on gbc.
black without the Chinese surcharge.

1% in black on g%c. black, no Chinese surch.

India.

The 3 pies has according to the /. /. of Jndia,
appeared with the On H.M.S’ surcharge.

Off. 3p. hlack and carmine

off,

Nabka: The current 11, has received the sur-
charge ¢ SERVICE.!

1r black, green and carmine,

Nepaul. A new value has been issued here
for use on letlers between the capitai and the
Maharaja’s camp when he is on tour. The
design in a centrai oval consists of a couple of
Ghoorka knives with a bow and arrow above,
with name on a label at top of stamp and value
on a similar label at bottom. The stamps are

rinted in sheets of 64 (8 rows of 8) witha
Jubilee line round, and are imperforate.

It appears that there was a provisional of this
value used for two days only before the above was
ready.

There has also been a fresh printing of the
current stamps  ith a line round the pane and an
incription on top of the sheet. The 1a. and 4a.

{a
Ia.
2a

6p.

34.
44,
8a.
ir.

New

are in sheets of 64 (8 1ows of 8) with eleven and
one téte béche stamps respectively, while the 2a.
is in sheets of §6 (7 rows of 8) with similar line
and inscription, but no téte-héche varieties.

biack on brownish native paper, imperf,

blue on hative paper, pin perf.

purple ” T

. green.

Poonch. The M.J. chronicles and illustrates
a stamp which is probably the first issue. Itis
similar to the design of the latter }a. stamp but
larger, and the value is 6 pies (%4a.). Itis dated
1933 (1876 A.D.).
red on white wove (1876).

Sirmoor.  In addition to the four values
mentioned in February of the Elephant type,
there is also a set with porirait of the new Rajah
similar to the old low values.
yellow-green, head type.

dark green, »
deep blue, "
vermilion, "
Zealand. Great Barrier Island.  Messrs.

Whitfield King send us copies of these stamps
which are used for prepaying messages sent by
pigeons to Auckland. The pigeons are taken 1o
the Island as occasion offers, and when a message
has to be sentit is written, stamped, the s'amps
obliterated and fastened to the pigenn which
is then let go and flies off home to Auckland.
The message is then put in an envelope,addressed
and posted. The 1s. carries the message Lo any
place in New Zealand. Of the first issue only
1,800 were printed, and the second issuc has now
appeared

The design has a pigeon with a letter in its bill
with name on a ribbon above and ¢ SPECIAL
POST’ on a tablet below, on either side is the
the value inwards, all in a oblong frame.

15. deep blue, perf, 12}
15. greenish blue.

Queensland. When the printers were trying the new

1d,
1d.
id.

Sierra Leone.

E.

rouletting arrangement they set up the rules and
inked them, so as to see if they fell properly
between the sltamps. Where they fell on the
stamps the positions were adjusted and fresh
trials made until at last all were properly adjusled
to roulette the stamps properly. The sheets that
were used for trial with the roulettein Llack were
issued for use.

The rouletting does not seem to have been a
success,so a number of the sheets were perforated
as well.
red, zig-zag roul, in black.

B ” "

" nnd pe.f.

" " . (plain) and perf.

A 14 Envelope has been issued.

1d, carmine on whitelaid, size 120 x g5 and r4o x 78mm.

Strait Settlements. The sc. blue and the 8c. blue

3¢
3¢,
4<.
4C.
48,

Iy

Tasmania.

have been surcharged ‘4' — ‘cents’ like the

5¢. brown, and the §c. printed in carmine has
been surcharged * FOUR CENTS’ in block
capitals. The 3c. is reported to have been isssuerl
in brown insteard of carmine, and the 4nnournce
‘Timbrotogique says the rc. green has been sur-
charged ¢ 3 cents ’
in black on tc. green
brown,
in black on sc. blue.

" 8c. blue

. sC, carmine.

Negri Sembilan.
* Four cents.’
in black on 8c. lilac and blue.
It is reported that this country intends to
have a picture issue of Adhesive, cards, etc.,
similar to New Zealand.

The 8c. has been surcharged
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Western Australia. The 1d. and 2d. in the new
colour have been printed on the new paper.

OTHER COUNTKIES.

Austria. Stationery for the Pneumatic Post has
been issued for Prague similar to that in use in
Vienna.

P.E. 1sk. lilac on pale rose.
P P.C." 10k. bluc on blue.

10 -+ 10k, "
P L.C. 1sk. lilac on pale rose.

Belgium. A charitable society ‘Société des Enfants
Martyrs’ has prepared a letter sheet similar to
that issued by a Russian charity and mentioned
in our chronicle several times. The sheet is
stamped with a 10¢. in brown-orange and is sold
for §c.

Brazil. The 5o0r. dull orange Journal stamp we are in-
formed by Mr. Bruck bas been surchaged with
a handstamp.  The surcharge is similar to that
used to surcharge the stamp last year, but the
colour of the ink is paler. The 7.A. notes a
similar re-issue of the 500 on 300r.

The 7. 2F. chronicles the 200 on 100r. in blue,
100 1n Eale violet on sor. dull orange.

go0 in black on 3oor. rose.
200 in hlue on toor, magenta.

China. [¥er. Hai-HWei. There isanother value of this
local namely
gc, black on red

Ching Kiang. We have seen copies of the

second issue (with  clouds) surcharged
¢ POSTAGE '’ — ‘DUE’ similar to the first
issue.

P.D. zc. hlack and brown, 2nd issue.

Colombia. Two more values of the design of the lately
issued 1¢. have appeared, and the §oc. has been
redrawn, showing slight minor differences.

sc. orange on bLuff, perf 134.
1oc, hrown on pink "
soc. violet on mauve, redrawn,

Santander. A stamp of a new design has
appeared here. Arms in centre surrounded by
inscription  * CORREOS DEL DEPARTA-
MENTO'—¢ SANTANDER’ with figure of
value in oval helow. * COLOMBIA ’ at top of
stamp, and * CENTAVOS ’at bottorr.

s5c. Black on rose, perf, ro. . .

Egypt. Mr Apthonides informs us that the § mil.
cards have been surcharged “ 4, MILLIEMES 4’
and an Arabic inscription below diagonally across
the stamip.

P.C. 4m.in black on sm. carmine on buff.
4 + 4m. w stsmo o, " .

France. Zwunis. The post card is reported with the
stamp in the new shade of green.

P C. sc.emerald.

Guatemala. A fresh surcharge has appeared. The
tall narrow rectangular ic. fiscal has been sur-
charged ‘1898 *—* Correos '—*¢ Nacionales” in
small letters.

1e. hlack surcharge on rose-lilac .

Chamiperico. A provisional has heen issued
in this town, a port in the north. It is hand-
stamped or. white paper, and consists of three
lines of rather large type * Champerico’—
¢ Provicional *—* Vale 10 (20) cent’ all in a
single line frame.

10c_ violet on white.

20C. ¥
Haiti. Continental papers, chronicle, some types which
are probably essays. There are two designs, one
with a head, and the other with arms in centre,
The stamps are printed in two eolours, and are
surcharged with thick figures of value in lower
centre.

Hawaii. The current stamps have appeared in new
colours, there being noless than three shades
of 2¢c.

1c. green,

2¢. rose-redl, pink, salmon.
5¢. blue,

10¢, brown,

Mexico. Two fresh cards are described with a fresh
ornament between the lines in the heading.

P.C. 1c. green inscriptions Ulue, SERVICIQ URBAND.
. ac. red, w brown, SERVICIO INTERIOR,
Nicaragua. The 1899 set has appeared in the same

design as the 1894, but with date altered to (8g9.

1C. grey-green. 15¢c chocolate.

2¢, bistre. zo0¢., dark green,

4. lake. 50C, carmine.

sc. dark blue, 1p. red-orange.
10c. brown-yellow, 2p. violet .

Of. Same values surchurged.
P.C. 1,25, 10, 20, 50C. Carmine.

Paraguay. The 15¢. has been surcharged ¢ jo’—
¢ centavos ’ in two lines,

1oc. in black on 15c. orange.

Persia. The A//. informs us that some of the values
of the issue of last year have heen cverprinted by
an undecipherable device in violet, which is in-
tended to distinguish the stamps supplied by the
present administration.

2¢. hrown, violet surch,

16c. green,
1k, blue.

2k, yellow. "
Peru. ‘;Fhe 2c. has been changed in colour.

=2C. red.

Portugal. The sr. is reported to exist with the design
in rose instead of orange, and is said to be an
error

Lourenzo-Marques. Some provisionals have
been formed from the large fiscal stamps which
have been surcharged ‘* CORREIO —¢de’—
LOURENCO MARQUES® —* —° —*3 (25)
(s0) reis.”  Each stamp is surcharzed twice with
a linc between the stamps.  The stamps were
then cut in half.

v, in black on 1or. green.

2357, " or.
5or. " o
sor, " 300T.

Mozambique Company. The 75¢. has lLeen
surcharged * 25’ — * PROVISORIO "and a har
over the figures of value.

257, in black on 7sr. rose and biack.

Nt. Thomas and Prince. The 23c. of 1893
has been surcharged * PROVISORIO ’ to make
it available for use.

air. hrown, surch in blue,

Russia. C#Aina. A set of the current stamps will
shortly be issued surcharged with the word
*CHINA.’ in Russian.

Salvador. The 1899 series is out.  The design shows
a standing 1cmale figure in centre, and the
stamps are dated. According to the A7/, the
stamps at present received are on obsolete
envelopes and are over printed with a wheel in
violet. The values are

ic, brown, perf. 12, on E, 1c. carmine, 1897.

2c, green, o, on E. zc. red, 1897.

3¢. blue,
53¢ orange. ,, on E. 2C green, 1897
12¢ dark green, ,, on E. 1sc. black, 18¢7.
13¢. carmine, . onE 1gc.

Samoa. The 1d. has been overprinted * Surcharge’
—* 2%d.- The g5d. is said to have heen re-
drawn with minor differences of type.

24d in red on 1d green.
sd deep red, redrawn.

Siam. The 12a. has been surcharged ¢ I Att.’, ard the

usual Siamese equivalent.

Phitippanes. It is reported that the 1898 issue
has been surcharged diagonally * 1898 '—* RE.

Spain.
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SELLADO '—* 1899,” and the letters * C’in
top left, ‘T’ in bottom right corner. We
do not know by what authonty these are sur-
charged or by whom used.

Fernando Po. The 20c. blue has been sur-
charged * 5 cent’ in red, and a complete set
similar to the 1898.99 Cuba, but dated ¢ 1899,’
have been supplied. :

sc. in red on 20c¢, blve.

1m. chestput, 6¢. blue,
2m. " 8c grey-brown.
m. -y, 1oc. vermilion .
4m, » 15¢, olive.
Sm. " { 20c. 1
1C. gurplc. l qoc. lilac,
2c. blue-green. €oc. black.
3¢, brown, 8oc. chocolate.
4C, orange. 1p. yellow-green,
5C. TOSE, 2p. indigo.
P.C, sm. carmine on buff,
s+ sm N »
ic. green
t+1wc .
2c, purple
2 - 26, g "

3¢, o1ange-brown on buff.

3 + 3C‘ o "

United States. [lockpost, N.¥. A Postmaster’s
Stamp is reported by the 4./.F. to have been
discovered. In consists of the name in a double
lined oval, with the word ¢ PAID ? also stamped,
and with the value * 57 written in with pen and
black ink.

sc. red and black on buff.
The same paper also announces the discovery
of a new variety of Cummings City Express Post
2c. black on veimilion surfaced paper
Confederate States.  Frankiing N.C. A new
Provisional has also been discovered here,
¢ PAID? ¢ 5’ with an ornament between in a
double-lined circle inscribed ¢ L.F.SILER,
P.M.” at top, and * FRANKLIN, N.C,’ below.
5¢. blue.
Cuba. The Post Cards have been issued, sur-
charged with name and ‘1 (2) ¢.’—* de Peso’
P.C 1c black on black,

2C. 4 lue.

Forto Rico. The current U.S. stamps have
been surcharged with name diagonally for use

here.
1c. hlack and yellow-green
2C. 4 red.
§Ce blue.
10C. yellow-brown

The recently issued Envelope dies do not seem
1o have piven satisfaction. There are two dies
of the 2c., and it is probable that new dies will
be made before long,
Ul'ugua}'i The §m. has changed colour and is now
m violet
Veéezneln. Mr. Harwood informs us that this
country is in the midst of a Revolution, but has
found time to have a new issue of stamps which
will be pul in use as the old values are exhausted.
So far he sends the following, including the 23c.
for Registered letters which is larger than the
other values.
4C. green.
10c. vermilion.

2s5c. blue.
Reg. 25c, brown,

MINOR VARIETIES.

British South Africa. The A7/ notes a copy of the
4d. Cape stamp surcharged in 1897 without the
third line of surcharge. )

Canada. The current 1+ 1¢, Card has been seen with
the reply on the back of the first half, and no
impression on the second half.

New South Wales. The surcharge * NINEPENCE’
on the 1od. brown now measures 13 instead of
14%m.m,

Victoria The M./. records a copy of the 1s. blue on
blue with the words * STAMP’* DUTY ’ sur-
charged in blue instead of black.

Virgin Isles. The first stamp of the last row of the
sheet of the newly issued }4d. has a broken *E’
in * PENNY ’looking like an*F,’ and another
stamp on the sheet has a broken ‘¥’ in * HALF’
looking like a reversed * L.’

Brazil. The A7./. notes the following varieties of per-
foration of the Adhesives and Postage Due
Stamps

zor. blue and orange, perf. 5.
200r1. black and orange, 1m]raferf. x 13%.

200T. " " perf. 7.
200r. LA ” LRl 54
300¥. green, ,, 0j).

P.D. 100r. b;i.cl.'. perf. 11,

China. We have seen the 10 cents. (small figures) on
12 cand. orange, 1n an imperforate condition.

Guatemala. The following are known with the sur-
charges inverted.

6¢ in black on ioc. red, (postage)

bc. " 20CC. OTange, .

2c. M 1c, lilac-rose, (fiscal .

1895 —1—CENTAVYO in red on sc. purple.

Honduras. T e ..[.P. notes a horizontal pair of the
1894, 4o0c. imperforate between.

Persia. A copy of the 10c. black, buff and orange,
with the surcharge * OFFICIEL ? has been seen
which had first the value ¢ 12, and was after-
wards overprinted * 18.°

Servia. The Postage Due, 20p. appears perf. 1114,
instead of 13 x 13%.

@ucfion Reporfs,

The following have held sales since last report :

Messrs. BUHL & Co,, 63rd sale, February 14th
and 15th.
Messrs. PLUMRIDGE & Co,, 12th and 13th sale,
February 23rd and 24th.
Mr. Hapr.ow, 145th Sale, February 27th.
Messrs. BUHL & Co., 64th Sale, February 28th.
. VENTOM, BuLL & COOPER, 124th
sale, March 2nd and 3ed.
Messrs, PUTTICK & SiMpPsON, Masch 7th and
8th.
Mr. HabpLow, 146th and 147th, Sale, March
gth and 1oth.
Messrs. CHEVELEY & Co.,141st Sale,March 13th.
’ PLUMRIDGE, 14th and 15th  Sales,
March 14th and 13th,
Messrs, BUHL & Co,, 05th sale, March 15th.
" VENTOM, BULL & COOPER, 125th sale,
March 16th and 17th.
CENTRAL PHILATELIC CLUB, 3rd sale, March
20th.
Messrs. PUTTICK & SIMPSON, March zist and
22nd.
Messrs. OSTARA and DARLOW, 7th sale, March
22nd (Manchester).
Messrs. CHEVELEY & Co., 142nd sale, March
23rd and 24th.
Mr. HaDLOW, 148th, March 27th.
Messrs. BUHL & Co., 66th sale, March 2gth.
' VENTOM, BULL & COOPER, 126th salc,
April 6th and 7th.
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 (DBifatefy in Tndia.

The Phiiatelic Journal of India, —Calcutta.
KASHMIR. DIE I

IS IT A FORGERY?

Mr. D. P. Masson, one of the vice-Presidents
of the Philatelic Society of India writes as fol-
lows : —

I have carefully examined both a “used” and
an “unused” copy of the half-anna stamp of
“Die 1,” and 1 no longer hesitate to express
my conviction that it is not a genuine stamp of
Kashmir. I have not seen a copy of the one-
anna stamp, but the illustration in Stanley Gib-
bons’ new catalogue shows it to be a new relative
of the half-anna one.

[ place side by side the illustrations of Die I,
from the catalogue, and impressions from the
genuine die of 1866, known as “Die II.” On
examination the first thing that strikes one is
that the characters in either case occupy exactly
similar positions on each die. This fact is in
itself suspicious, because, if two successive sets
of dies were cut, what necessity was tRere for a
flourish following in the second set of the exact
pesition, and (as far as possible) the exact shape
of each character on the previous die? This to
my mind is the first proof that “Die I” is simply
a forgery, cut to represent Die I

The next striking difference between the dies
is the extreme roughness of the cutting of Die
I as comnared with Die II. On well printed
copies of the latter all the finer lines and curves
of the Persian characters are printed with air
clearness, while in the former there are neither
fine lines nor curves. I am not able to read
the vernacular myself, but I am assured by com-
petent authority that the Persian on “Die I is
a rude imitation, and could never have been
cut by a literate Indian, that it is in fact a series
of “shots” at reproducing the characters on
Die II. To show how wide of the mark these
“shots” are, I need only refer to the characters
representing the word “Kashmir,” which lie
between the date (1923) and the central sun, on

the die, occupying the space between 3 and 6
o'clock on the dial. It is utterly impossible
that any person who knew what he was doing
could have converted these characters into the
Noah's ark toy animals shewn in Die I, the
vowel dots being converted into legs. The
Nagri letters (occupying the position between
1 and 3 o’clock) being boldly cut on the original,
are naturally reproduced more faithfully.

The roughness of the engraving is admitted
by the sunnorters of the stamps, and is ever
used as a proof of their genuineness and rarity ;
the theory is that being so roughly cut the dies
were immediately superseded by superior ones.
I venture to assert that it is simply impossible
such dies could for one hour have been used,
for Government or other purposes, in a country
where, at the time, seal-cutting had attained
the excelience of a fine art. am informed
by Major Evans that the Die I stamps were ob-
tained in Europe from Kashmir; I venture to
doubt this fact even on so high an authority.
The dies appear to have been cut in Europe,
from poor or heavily obliterated copies of “Die
11,” or from photographs. The photograph
theorv might account for the slight difference
in size between the genuine and forged dies.

The Editor will do me the justice to say I have
privatcly expressed these views, on my firm con-
viction, ever since I first studied the circular
stamps in Kashmir last July. I was deterred
from publicly expressing them only because I
had seen used copies advertised in old cata-
logues. Through the courtesy of Major Evans,
I have now seen such a copy, and I have no
hesitation in stating that the obliteration, like
the stamp, is a forgery. [t is meant to represent
the brick obliteration of the Srinagar Post Office
but whereas all genuine obliterations are im-
pressions or “dabs” from the well known small
circular seal, in this case the colour is smudged
liphtly over the greater part of the face of the
stamp.

I am confident that “Die I" must disappear
from the catalogues.

But what about authorities like T. K.
Tapiing and Gitbert Harrison, who firmly be-
lieved in the existence of “Die L.”—The Editor.
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PBifatefp on the Eonfinent,
La Revue Postale.—Geneva.

SWITZERLAND.

Essays have always had a fascination for
specialists and the following list of Swiss essays
will no doubt be found very interesting reading.
The names of the compilers M. M. Kirchhofer
and Chenevard are a guarantee for the work
done.

Cantonal issues.
Bale 1843. Green and red.
Geneva 1845. Black on rose, large eagle.
Federal issues.
18s0. Type as adopted, printed in two colours
on white.  Cross outlined.
5 rappen yellow, shield red
10 rappen yellow, shield red
1854 On white paper without silkthread.
5 rappen brown, gummed.
5 rappen hrown, not gummed.

On much thicker white paper than the one
adopted for the stamps and without silk
thread. Not gummed.

10 rappen light yvellow, dull yeliow.
10 rappen red brown, light brown.
10 rappen red orange, orange.
10 rappen light grey, grey
On paper as adopted, but without silk thread.
10 rappen, light yellow.
10 rappen orange
10 rappen brown orange
On the same paper, but with green threads.
s rappen light blue
10 rappen vellowish brown
10 rappen dark brown
On the same paper, but with blue threads.
10 rappen light yellow
10 rappen orange
On the same paper, but with two green threads.
1o rappen vellowish brown
On the same paper, but with two blue threads.
10 rappen, light yellow
to rappen, yeilowish brown.
10 rappen orange
On thin paper, red thread, not gummed
20 rappen orange
Cn thin paper, two red threads.
20 Tappen orange.
On thin paper, without silk threads.
20 rappen, lemon
20 rappen, lemon, centre light blue
On paper quadrille red and blue, without

silk thread. i
20 rappen rose ;
On white thick paper without silk threads not |
gummed i
20 rappen, dull rose, dark rose !
20 rappen, red, lilac red, violet red ‘
20 rappen, reddish violet, light violet. ]
2o rappen, violet, dull violet. |
20 rappen, light lilac, lilac, dark lilac
20 Tappen, steel grey
20 rappen, golden
On white paper, without gum, and silk thread

but with watermark 3 (8 mm.).
1 franc, steel grey
1 franc, blue grey
1263. On thick white paper, without gum and

watermark.
2c., black 3oc¢ black
5c., black 4oc., black
10¢., black 6oc., black
20c¢,, black 1 fr., black

On thin white paper.
2c., light grey, dark grey
2c., lemon
ac., straw, dark straw
zc.,, yellow orange, orange, red orange,

dark orange

2¢., flesh colour
2c., lght rose
2c., light red brown, dull red brown
2c., light steel blue, dark steel blue
2c., dark violet, very dark violet.
2c., rose lilac
5C., straw
5¢., vellowish brown
5c., duli brown
5c., dark brown
5c., light golden
5¢., rose, dull rose
5c., light blue, dark blue
20c., bronze
20c., black

On tinted paper.
2c., rose
2c., dark blue
3C., straw
3c., light buff
3c., red
3¢, violet grev

Zhe Stamps of Hoffand,
T'ranslated from the ‘I'imbre-Poste.

® (Continued from page 76).
Le Timbre. Postz - Brussels.

In September, 1869, the T'imbre-Poste :n-
nounced as new the issue of a 10 cent stamp
perf. 10X 1014, But it seems that the 5 cent had
alrendy been issued if we believe the report of
M. Breitfuss, who has proved to us that he has
this value obliterated, July 22nd, 1869. Other
values 15 and 20 cent, less used, appeared later ;
all four belong to the same printing, Oct. 31,
1868.

And although the stamps of 25 and so ceut
were only printed in March 1872, after July 1868
we have, howver, seen these two values an-
nounced by several contemporaries as nerforated
10 x 10%. It is quite true that they later on
found and rightly that the specimens they had
seen had a bad perforation. It could not be
otherwise, as this perforation was only employed
once for the stamps of 5, 10, 15 and 20 cent
on 31 October 1868 and was completed for the
5 and 10 cent several weeks later, 23 December.
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M. de Kinschot, 10 whom we owe most of the
information and who has always shown himself
very obliging on our behalf, has shown us a 10
cent of the L. type which has a little disturbed
us, as all the 10 cent which we have seen arc of
the 1I. type. We have been told that only 2
or 3 specimens are known. On account of this
rarity we must suppose that one sheet of a for-
mer printing escaped being perforated. We
do not see any other way of explaining the exis-
tence of this stamp and its rarity.

The new perforation did not please the peo-
ple. They complained that it was too difficult
to separate the stamps without tearing them.
The printers were asked not to use a machine
any longer that gave such bad results.  lt seems
they have done so, as no more stamps have
appeared since with this perforation.

In 1869 the 5 and 10 cent appeared in the new
perforation 1314, as seen on stamps obliterated
March, July and September, 1869. Besides
this machine the printers M. M. Enschede and
fils bought one gauging 14. This machine was
first used for the stamps of the Dutch Indics of
January, 1870. Since that time 1t wus also
used for the Dutch stamps printed during tie
same year for six printings of the g cent, three
of the 10 and one of the 15 and 20 cent.

Having been asked by two of our customers,
which application we could not very well refuse,
for imperforate stamps, we asked the Head
Administrator of the Post for such stamps and
our request was granted. The printers werc
authorized to give us a sheet of 100 stamps of
the different values. This application had to
be renewed with every new printing. This trans-
action could not, therefore, be done in a more re-
gular way in spite of what has been written about
it. If these stamps instead of being put into
collections, had been used on letters, they wou!d
certainly have been allowed for franking cor-
respondence.

The first stamps, which we obtained imperfor-
ate of the 1867 issue are the 5 and 1o cent.
They belong to the printing of 25 June, 1870;
the 15 and 20 cent were given us under the same
circumstances in December,1870; all were of
the 1I. tvpe of figure, of which there existed
since 1868 the 5, 10 and 20 cent. The II. type
of the 15 cent, which then appeared for the
first time was not put into circulation until .ater
(1871) perf 13%4.

From January to May 1871, there were cleven
deliveries of the 5 cent and one of the 10 cent.
this proives the exceptional demand for the
smallest value. From June to December of
the same year there were again three printings
of the 5 cent, four of the 10, two of the 15 and
one of the 20 cent. All these stamps were
printed, we suppose, on the azure white paper
as announced in the Timbre-Poste for November
1871. They were perforated 14, commenced in
January 1870 for the Dutch Indies, as we aave
said before. This azure tint is also found on
the stamps of Curacao and Suriname, which

|
!
|

anpeared in June, 1873, although the dies were
made in September 1871, and the printing in
January 1873.

Although new stamps were announced a last
printing took place, nevertheless, in March 1872.
It was at this time that the 25 and 50 cent of the
1I type appeared.

According to our researches concerning this
last printing consisted of the 3, 10, 15 and zo
cent perf. 14 x 133 and 14 x 13; the 25 and 50
cent are always perforated 12 and 1214 although
the 25 cent can be found 14 x 14.

The following machines were employed for the
perforation of the stamps of the 1867 issue:

A. Perforating the sheets both ways at once:

o

=3

1) 12 vertically and 1234 horizontally (1864).

2) 10 ’ and 10l v (1808).
B. Perforating the sheets one way only :

1133 (1860).

2) 14 (1869).

3) 13 (18701).

Having two machines perforating sheets one
way only, one was sct to the size of the vertizal
rows and the other to the size of the horizontal
rows. The advantage was therefore that bhoth
machines could be used at once, the secoad
finishing the work of the first without having to
alter the same machine twice. 1f one of the 1vo
machines could not be used, then this change
hud to be made, which can be secn in the same
perforation both horizontal snd vertical.  t <
in consequence of these different causes, that
such a variety of perforations exist which are
of no interest.  The printers only intended
supply the public with stamps that could easily be
separated and if various perforations exist they
were only caused by force of circumstances,
which forced the printers to use different
machines. Itis in consequence of these various
combinations of machines, that we have:

Single perforation (one operation).
12 X 12% 10 X 104
Double perforation (two operations).
13% x 13
13% X 13 J2 14X 13

14X 1352 14 X 14

We do not see the use of following up all these
perforations. They do not have any impor-
tance in the history of the stamps.

Issue of 1 October, 1867.

Profile of King William III. to the left in a
chain circle on a horizontallv and vertically
lined background, which is partly covered bv
oblique lines. Rectangular frame with Greek
borders at hoth sides. At the top “NEDER-
LLAND,” at the bottom value on white ground
and ornaments in the corners.

Engraved in faille-douce by M. ]J. Nusser of
Dusseldorf (Germany) and printed in colours on
white paper. Perforation varying.

N.B.—The 13, 20 and 25 cent of the 1, tvpe:
the 5, 10, 15 and 25 cent of the II type have a
white dot over the second figure (where therc
are two) most likely a point of support for
the placing of the figure on the clich¢,
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It is to be noted that the Maltese crosses in
the upper angles are not perfect, the one on the
left is badly formed and the one on the right
has the upper part not connected with the rest.

I. Type.—Perf. 12 x 1215.
28 Dec. 1867, 5 cent, milky blue, light, bright,
dull.

29 Dec., 1867, 10 cent, carmine red, light, bright, .

dark.

27 June, 1868, 15 cent red, deep bright, light.

1 Oct., 1867, 20 cent dark green, green, very
dark green.

1 Oct., 1867, 25 cent, dark violet, violet.

1 Oct., 1867, so cent golden, dark golden, dark

yellow.
The 10 cent is also found on slightly azure
paper. ~

There is and can only be one perforation,
because only one machine existed, perforatiny
both ways at once.

The earliest cancellation date of the 1I :ype
is July 27, 1868, found on a 5 cent stamp; ‘he
10 and 20 cent have probably appeared a few
months later (the earliest date of the 10 cent,
we have seen, is November, 1868).

I1. Type.—Perf. 12 x 12%4.
27 July 1868, 5 cent ultramarine, bright, very
bright, pale.
November, 1868, 10 cent carmine red.
1 20 ,, dark green, green.

There exists also a 15 cent II. type with this
perforation, but not having been printed until
March, 1872 (see later on) it does not belong to
this issue.

The deliveries of 31 October, and 23 Decem-
ber, 1868, contain only four vaiues having a
new perforation; they appeared at different
times as follows:

I. and 1I. Types.—Perforated 10 x 10%4.

22 July, 1869, 1 II. type, 5 cent ultramarine,
bright.

September, 1809, II. type to cent carmine red,
pale, bright

1. type 10 cent pale red.

End of 1869, ? 1. type, 15 cent red brown.

End of 1869, 71I. type, 20 cent dark green.

The machine producing the perforation ¢
was finally superseded in the next printing (27
March, 1869) by one gauyging 13%, a similar
machine gauging 14 was bought by the prin-
ters in the same year, both machines perfora-
ting the sheets in one operation. T'he follow
combinations can be formed :

a) Perf, 13% x 13%,
by ,, 14X%x13.

d 4,  14x 13%.
d , 14 x 14

€ ., 13% X 13

March, 1869.—Perf. a. b. c. and d.

II. type 5 cent, dull blue ultramarine, bright,
pale. -

30 December, 1870, 15 cent, red-brown.
11, type, 10 cent, carmine red, pale, bright.
1. type, 5 cent, bright ultramarine.

II. Type.—Imperforate.

25 June, 1870, 5 cent, ultramarine.

25 June, 1870, 10 cent, carmine red.

30 December, 1870, 20 cent, dark green.

March, 1, 1871,

I1. Type, 15 cent, red-brown, pale, bright, perf.
a. b. c. d.

II. Type, 20 cent, green, dark green,
a. b, c. d.

L. Type, 15 cent, red-brown, perf, c. e.

The re-appearance in 1869 of the I. type at

least for the 5 cent must not be judged an error.

It was found that one or more plates which iud

been already sent to the archives were in a

better state than the plates of the II. tvpe in

use. Waiting the production of new plates pre-

ference was given to the old plates.

During the year 1869 there were four printings
of the 5 cent, when the 1. type could have been
employed several times. Of the 15 cent there
was only one printing delivered 3o December,
1870 and on account of the rarigr of this stamp
probably both plates were used.

In November, 1871, the Timbre-Poste an-
nounced the appearance of the stamps of azurc
tinted paper. perforated 14. These were the
printings of june (5, 1o and 15 cent, 30 Sep-
tember (5, 10 and 20 cent), 7 November (ioc.},
and 29 December 1871 (5, 10 and 15 cent).

11. Tvpe.—Azure tinted paper.

November, 1871, 5 cent ultramarine, bright,
perf. d

November 1871, 10 cent carmine rose, pale,
perf. a. d.

November, 1871, 15 cent, red-brown, pale, perf.
d

perf.

November, 1871, 20 cent green, dark green,
perf. d.

In March, 1872, we have the last printing of
alf the values, when the 25 and so cent, IL. type,
appear for the first time. This printing was
not large, as the July, 1872, issuc was close at
hand ; this explains the raritv of the 25 and the
50 cent.

I1. Type.—White paper.

March, 1872, 15 cent, dark red-brown, perf.
12 X 1214,

March, 1872, 25 cent, dark violet, perf. 12 x 12%.

March, 1872, 50 cent, golden, perf. 12 x 12}3.

March, 1872, 25 cent, dark violet, pert. 14 x 14.

March, 1872. 25 cent, dark violet, imperf.

March, 1872, so cent, golden, imperf.

The other values of this printing the 5, 10 and
20 cent, have been perforated 1314 or 14, they
are therefore like the stamps of the 1860 and
1871 issues.

(To be continued).
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Many thousand sheets of the stamps of New
Brunswick have lately been found. A svndi-
cate has hought the entire Int at 15 pence the set
of 6 values.

I'he Post Office Nepartment has ordered the
street letter-hoxes in New York to be coated with
luminous paint, thus making them conspicuous
at a long distance on the darkest nights. ‘I he
plan has been cuccessfully tested in other cities,

A provincial paper lately had a scientific
arucie on the new knglish obliterating  dye,
consisting of the well-known V.R. and lines,
We trust the postal authorities will not put too
much dye on the stamps.

The Editor of the Philatelic Journal of India
is aggrieved that the P.J.l. is not mentioned
m our compendium published in March, We
are extremely glad that we have been able to
touch him and can only sayv that he would have

found mis journal mentioned if we had received
it in exchange for ours. Not having received
it once in 1808 he will see our utter impusibility
to deal with it and we trust he will make the
necessary correction in his next number.

Party (at the Post Office): A 2 cent. stamp
please.

(Clerk hands over a 2c¢. Imperial.)

Party (indigantlv): Here, L say! 1 asked for
a postage stamp, I don't want an atla-,

In our Review of Messrs. Whitfield King’s new
Catalogue we made an important error which we
hasten to correct.  We assumed that in elimina-
ting varieties of paper, refercnce was made to
different colours of paper. Such is very far from
being the case, one minute’s perusal of the cata-
logue will convince anyone. For instance Guada-
lajara or the 1866-71 issue of Dominican Republic,
and any other similar cases the varieties of colour
of paper are given. Different coloured papers are
as distinct varieties as different coloured inks, and
they have been so treated by them in the cata-
logue. It is the different qualities of paper that
are considered to be minor varieties, such as
thick and thin, native and Furopean (as in Nepal
and Kashmir), wove, laid, quadrillé, pelure, &c,

\We are pleased to state that during the Man-
chester Exhibition, Mr. \WV. Brown or his partner
Mr. S. C. Skipton will be in Manchester at the
Grand Hotel and will be pleased to see anyone
either collector or dealer. Mr. Brown will have
with him a good selection of medium stamps an
samples.
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Serbia.

By GEO. B. DUERST.

(Continued from page 44.)

Ln answer to my rquest to allow e to see complete sheets of the first issue of Servia, | have to thank
Mrs. C. A. Baynes and Mr. H ], Abbott for acceding to my wishes, Both have been kind enough to
putdthelr stamps at my disposal, and 1 have very great pleasure in giving my further researches to my
readers.

_ Not having seen a full sheet of twelve stamps of the 2 Pare value I was unable to give the twelve
varieties in order to reconstruct sheets. Now that I am in a position to do so 1 will give a description
of all the varieties for this value.

I As will be remembered this issue was printed in sheets of twelve stamps in 3 rows of 4 stamps as
follows :—

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 | 10 1 12

1. There is a dot between the TSCH and the T POTSCHTA, the lower right hand corner
is broken, and the figure of value in right hand bottom corner touches the frame at the bottom,

2. ‘There is a dot under the TSCH of POTSCHTA.

3. The upper portion of the first PA of PARA is much smaller than the corresponding portion
of the second A and is generally blotched.

4. There are two dots, one on either side of the upper half of the A.

5. The upper left hand corner curves slightly downwards.

6. There is a small dot before the P of POTSCHTA, and all the pearls of the circle have dots.

7. No great variety can be found to distinguish this stamp from the rest of the plate, although in
some of the sheets | have seen one pearl is missing in the upper left hand side of the circle.

8. There is a break in the line forming the frame in the upper left hand corner.

9. There is one pearl missing in the lower right hand side of the circle, and the figures of value
touch the frame.

10. No distinctive variety can be traced.

11. The P and A of PARE are united by a dash or blotch.

12. The twolines of the inner circle are connected by a coloured line under the O of POTSCHTA.

The provisional stemps of the first issue becoming exhausted, and the Viennese plates for the
values of 1 and 2 paras being ready the (Government gave an order for stamps of these two values
to be prepared.
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Issue of March, 1867.
Identical with the stamnps of the last issue and printed on medium thick white wove paper. ’erf. 9 4.
I para, olive green, slight shades.
Variety.
With a coloured dot and a short coloured line underneath, between the word PARA in the
lower label and the corner.
2 pare, pale brown to dark brown, chocelate brown.
Varieties.
a. With a full stop after the figure 2 in the lower label.
b. The figure 2 in the lower right-hand corner resembles a latin e, no doubt caused by a
damaged cliché.
c. The last letter of the word PARE is without the lower horizontal line, thus making an*
¥, careful examination will, however, generally reveal parts of the inissing line.

Issue of August, 1868.

Identical with the last issue, but imperforate. Printed at Belgrade on medium thick white wove
paper. .

1 pata, green, dark green, olive green, bottle green.

Varieties.

a. With a coloured dot and a short coloured line underneath, after the word PARA in the
lower tablet.

b. With 2 coloured dots one above the other in the lower label before the figure of value
in the right-hand corner.

2 pare, brown, yellow-brown, .

Varieties.

a. With a full stop after the figure 2 in lower label.

b. The last letter of the word PARE looks like an . Unless the damaye to the plate has
been mended (the Latin e instead of the figure 2 in the corner) the third variety
must also exist, but so far I have not found it,

These stamps were also never intended to be cancelled as they were not sold to the public, but
affixed by officials to newspapers. These stamps were therefore of no use for franking mail matter
by the public. 1 have heard of a few cases where these stamps have been used for franking letters,
but such cases, if genuine, were contrary to the regulations. Great care ought to be taken in the
acquisition of such envelopes, in my opinion they are either bad or if genuine done by favour.

The foregoing issues have been forged in larger quantities and for a longer period than any other
stamp. Forgeries of the various values must have appeared at least 25 years ago, and although des-
cribed over and over again are still found in the majority of collections. A short time ayo thousands

of them were confiscated by the German police.

Issue of July, 186q.
Head of Prince Milan 1V. to the left on solid back-ground in a circle, at the top “ POTSCHTA”
and at the bottom “ PARA ” in Russian, in the four corners figures of value. Coloured impression
on white wove paper. Printed at Belgrade in sheets of 100 stamps, in 1o rows of 10 stamps.

Perforation varying. The paper is medium thick, to thin and transparent. The gum is white or
Howish. o _
ve Two settings up exist of this issue, which in pajrs can easily be djstmguushed by the distances
between the stamps. In single stamps it is more difficult to do so, but if the stamps have rather large
margins on 3 sides it is always a certain indication that 1t belongs to the second setting up. Ke-
mainders of this issue are very common, especially those shogvmg a blurred and _hazy impression,
re quantities of this printing must have been made at the time when the next issue was in con-

Lar 2 . - U5 ;
lemi,)latlon or even later than that, because used stamps showing this peculiar unpressicn are rather

scarce. . i .
The distance between the stamps of the first setting-upis 2 mm, and of the second setting-up

-2 .
33% mm A setting-up.

1 para vellow, lemon, perf. 12, 9}z x 12, 12Y% x 113, 1134 X 12)4.
to pare brown, Pbrown, perf. 94, 12, 9J2 x 12.

10 , orange (1880) , 12

15 , orange-yellow ,, g%,9J4 x 12

20 ,, blue, ultramarine ,, 934, 12.

25 ,, rose, carmine w 12X94. )
35 , hght green w QY x 12,12, 94 and imperf.
40 ,, violet w 12,0% x 12, 12} x 12,

50 , dark green v 9%,9M4 x12,12.
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JUNE 10TH, 1899
What is that indescribable
Semper charm which is attached tv
Idem. Philately?  What arc  the
reasons  why its pupils are

devotees and not merely transient collectors as
in su many other pursuits?
These questions have often
writer, but without a complete and satisfactory
answer. That such is the case cannot, we ven-
ture to say, be contradicted, Cases are known,
and several instances occur to the writer at the
moment, where Philatelists have given up and
sold their collection only to return again after
the lapse of a few years keener than ever.
\When such happens, it is almost invariably the
case that the wandering sheep never again
stray out of the fold. ~ Similar instances will

occurred to the

doubtless come into the minds of our readers.
Then if this is so, what accounts for it?

Probably there are divers reasons, different
considerations influencing each, but all with the
same result.  The diversity of charms sur-
rounding our hobby gives rise to ditferent
considerations.  What acts upon one has no
cffect upon another, and so vice versa. What
matters it when the result is so satisfactory.
The corrollary of all this is, however, both
material and comforting. When those wishing
to look into the future have propounded ques-
tions doubting the vitality of Philately, they
cannot  have appreciated what we have
attempted to point out, or having been aware
of it, they have most grievously misread the
stars.

When there are no new collectors, when no
stray sheep return to the fold, when the Phila-
telic Journalist has not another to cavil at, and
when the present generation of Philatelists arc
a memory of the past, then, and not until then,
will Thilately be dead—{et its ashes rest in
peace, and the voice of the croaker ever be stiil.

Best, congratulations, to  the

Many Happy Rerue Dhilateligue  Francaise

Returns. to the tenth anniver-ary, and
many happy returns.

In order to celebrate this happy event, which
in Philatelic literature is unfortunately not a
frequent occurrence, a jubilec number was
i~sued, which contained the photographs of the
virious editors and of the publisher since the
time of the creation of the journal, in 1890, as
follows:—M. Victor Robert, 18go-ge; M.
Ambrose, t89z; M. Tillot, 1893; M. Geo.
Grignoud, 1893-97; M. A. Covette, 1898-1) ;
Mes<srs. K. Malie, M. Langlois. and M. k.
Vervelle, who huas been the publisher since 18go.

The contents of this number are novel and
interesting, as the editor, Mr, Coyette, had
asked o number of well-known Philateli-ts 1o
let him have their answers to two questions
which he propounded. The first was, “What
hivs to be done to keep up the interest in stam)
collecting”; and the second, *Which was
most pleasing event in your career as Philatelist,
or which is the most amusing anecdote you
remember '

To the second of these two (uestions very
inditferent answers have been given. The
majority of the writers seem to think that in-
stead of pleasurable events very many disagree-
ame facts have occurred, which are best for-
gotten.

But in regard to the first question, the
opinion seems to prevail, in fact it is nearly
unanimous, that a stop should be put to all
speculation, and that the junior collector should
be better informed or educated by his advanced
brethren. This, of course, only coincides with
the ideas we have expressed in the columns of
this journal for vears, and we arc glad to hear
our oft-repcated warnings and counsels under
this heading are at last bearing fruit.
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@ Tinp Leffer and t8e BeBerse,

“The smallest letter during the war,” ex-
plained a clerk in the dead letter office 10 a
Nar reporter, “was written on the back of a
postage stamp. It was a very handsome piece
of work as far as the work was concerned, and
wits written by a soldier in an ‘Ohio regiment.
‘The person addressed could not be found, and
~u it reached the dead letter office.  Unfor-
tunately for the writer he did not give his name,
and sou it cannot be returned to him. Though
the stamp is less than an inch square, by the
aid of a magnifying glass over three hundred
words can be read. It gives a brief description
of Santiago and of the climate, and tells of the
anxiety that prevailed among the soldier bovs
to get a good chance at the Spaniards in the
upen, so that they colud make a lasting impres-
sion on them.

“’Fhe writer evidently got the idea from the
engraving of the Lord's Prayer on the back of
2 five-cent silver piece, and he made a fine job
of it.  The longest soldier letter that has
reached the dead letter office is twenty-seven
vards long by actual masurement. It was
written on a roll of paper telegraph ape, such
as is used by the stock tickers.  Strangely
enough it is i description of Santingo, and the
writer expresses a similar idea as to the desirc
1o give the Spaniards battle on their own Jand
and conditions provided by them. The indica-
tivn> are that it must have taken several days
to complete the letter, which is very nicely
written, evidently by a1 German.

“’F'he handwriting i su small that three line~
are written on the tape, which is about chree-
quarters of an inch wide. In this ciuse, how-
cver, every word can be read without the anl
of a magnifving glass. The writer gives an
excusce for the use of the lengthy strip by saying
that no other paper is obtainable at the time,
and that he got the roll of telegraph paper from
4 signal corps man.  In the latter case the
writer contented himself by simply signing hix
name Heinrich. It was written 1o 2 young lady,
for whom it appears Heinrich had a very high
regard. In his anxiety in getting his unique
letter off he forgot to give the namec of the
State the voung lady resided in, as well as his
own name or anything else that would indicate
who the writer was.”—From the Post (4ffice.

Riscoveries,

luxcmburg, 1852 issue. The 1oc. black of
1852 (\.B.C. Catalogue No. 1) hias been found
by Mr. J. Selwick with watermark W inverted.
As it is of course impossible for onc stamp to
¢xist in this manner, a whole sheet must have
heen put into the printing press the wrong way.
it bchoves, therefore, all our readers to examine
the stamps of this value in their possession.

Cuanada, 1868-1893 issues. It seems two perfora-
tions can be collected in the stamps of Canada.
A correspondent has sent the following list to

the Monthly Journal : —

i308.—Large stamps. Porf. 1113 x 125 2, 3,

6, 1213 and 15 cent. Perf. 12 all round, z,3,6 and

15 cent.

1868-70.—Small Stamps.,Perf. 1135 x 12; I,

1, 2, 3, 5, 0 and 10 cent.  The 5 cent. also lurge.

Perf. 12 all round, 14, 1, 2, 3, 0 and 10 cent.
And in both perforations the !ze. of 1582

and the 3c. of 1893.

PR

Sardinia, 1854 issuc.  Of this issue we have
lately seen ~ome excellent forgeries.  The imita-
tion i~ very good, cven the embossing is not
omitted. The colours, however, are tou vivid
and cannot deceive the collector. They are
always neatly obliterated, generally ‘Napoli® and
the circle of the obliteration mensures nearly
z3mn.

Correspondence,

PALM., Edimburgh.—Thank-  for  cutung,
which win no doubt interest the readers.

1.5.G., M.—Tit-Bits very good; sure
please.

Lo

C. SKIPTON.

BY 3.

BRITISIH EMPIRE

Barbados. .\ 2d. stamp has been issucd in the 1852
type. The 10d. and the 2/6 values are to be
withdrawn.

2d, blue-black and orange
British Bechuanaland. A Belgium paper chronicles
the !4d. Great Britain surcharged B B (a letter
LV

in each corner)in black and a triangle with ¢ 1d.’
repeated three times in red.
| Canada. The Monthly Journal notes another variety
of the surcharge * 2¢.’ on the enlires. This is a
thicker figure and letter and may be called

type c.
L.C. 2c. in violet on 3c. red on blue (:8¢3) (b)
2¢. in black on 3c. " (1897) (¢}
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Ceylon. We have received some new values from
this country. The 6¢c. and 75¢. are of the current
type with figure of value in tablet and water-
marked Crown C A. The higher values are
surcharged ¢ 1K.50C." or ‘2R.25C.° with a lar
below on the 2r. 25¢. printed on the 2r. §oc. in
a new colour and are watermarked Cruown C.C.

6c¢. rose and black.

75¢. black and red-brown.
1.50¢. in black on z.50c. slate.
2.25C. ” 2 soc. yellow,

Gibraltar. AMorocco. The 40c. should be added to
our list of last month of the London Frints.

India. Buwndi. The M.]J. chronicles of the current

setting, instead of on laid paper the

1r. yellow cn blue wove,

Las Bela. Messts. Alfred Sraith have a sheet
of the Y4a. pale blue consisting of five rows of
five instead of five rows of four.

Straits Settlements. The following has been seen.

«C- in black on 8c. blue, double surcharge.

Nigri Sembilan. Sundry stamps have been
surcharged * Four cents.’ A few copies were
surcharged in red as an experiment and then
resurcharged in black.

4¢. in black on 1c. green (1892).

4C. " 5¢. blue (18g2). -

40 o c. hilac and carmine (18g5).

4¢. » and in red on Be. lilac and blue (18gs).

Lathany. The 8c. Perak has beea surcharged
¢ Pahang ’—* Four cents.” with bar at top and
botton.

4¢. in Llack on 8c. lilac and blue,

Perah. The 8c. has been surcharged * Four
cents.” and a new value has been issued.

4¢. in black on 8¢, lilac and blue.
15¢. green and orange.

Tasmania. At last the supply of the 10d. printed
many years ago has run out and a new supply of
the current type in two colours has been issued
with the usual watermark and perforation.

10d. lake and dark green.

OTHER COUNTRIES.

Argentine. M. Rosauer writes that a new issue is
coming out. To start with the entires have
appeared with a circular stamp with a larger
head of liberty in centre.

E. sc orange.
12¢, dark blue.
L E. sc. orange, inscriled * Memorandum Pustal.’
P.C. 4c. dark green.
6c, dark blue.
6 + 6c. "
L.C. 4c. carmine, .
Brazil. The following perforated 6 are chronicled
101, blue and rose,
oor. black and rose.

Chili. The 4./. . chronicles a copy of the 10 pesos

fiscal used postally.
F P. 10p. blue.

China. ei-Hai-lei. The A/.7. has Leen shown
two new stamps. They have a large numeral
on a solid diamond shaped ground in centre, en-
closed in an upright rectangular frame of two
plain lines. In the corners are ‘ LK T’ (Liu-
Kung-Tao) on upper left, *C* {Chilu) on upper
right and ‘C’ ¢ P’ (Coumier Post) below.

2c, red on thin white wove, perf, 11,
5C. green " Lo

Colombia. Bogosa. This stamp of the 1896 1ype has

been seen perforated 1334 instead of 11.

The colours of the two stamps have been
changed and are now

10p. brown.

Crete.

p. TOSE,
Ec\::dor. The 5c. green of 1894 has Leen found per-
forated 14 instead of 11%4.

A new issue is in preparation with a portrait
ufa famous man in the centrein black surrounded
Ly various frames.  So far the following values
are chronicled in various papers. The stamps
appear to be the work of Messrs. \Waterlow, and
have their perforation.

1c. black and blue (Vargas Torres).

2¢. " ltlac (Calderon).
5¢. ’e carmine ( Juan Montalvo),
The 2oc. Fiscal has been surcharged
‘COIS\’REOS OFICIAL CUATRO CENT-
AVCS)

Off, 4c.in red on 20¢ blue, fiscal.

Guatemala. The A./.P. illustrates a variety of the
surcharge on the 12c. Exhibition stamp. The
variety consists of a figure ‘1’ on each side of
the normal surcharge.

1c. in violet on 1zc. crimson.
The Rezue Philateliyue Bedge chronicles two

more  surcharges, namely, the fscal with
*FRANCO’ in red and the 10c. fiscal
*CORREQOS’ — *NACIONALES’ — °I" —

‘CENTAVO’ in red.
1<, blue, surch. $ FRANCO ' in red (fisca'),
1¢. in red on 10oc, blue (fiscal).

The R. /. /. notes a number of errors of the
lately issued surcharges in addition to what we
have already mentioned.

6c. on 10c. red, surch inverted.
6¢. on 200c yellow, "
2C, oN 1C rose, o
2¢. on 1. blue, "
2¢. on 1c, rose, * Correos’ abowe * Centavos.”
2c. on 1c. ,, Nacionales at top without * Corieos.’
2¢. on sc. violet, double surch.
2¢. of 10¢. green, * Centavos’ at top and bottom.
1c on 2c. blue, * Centavos "at top.
Honduras. A single card of the value of 3c. hasto he
added to the newly issued set. There is probably
a reply card as well.
P.C. 3¢ olive on green.
3+ 3 "
Japan. We have seen sone further values of the new
design.
18 Erey.
18. brown.
3¢ red-brown
Mexico. Of the cards mentioned last month the
following seem to be the list.  Tne local printed
cards were issued owing to the delay in receiving
a supply from London, A fresh envelope and a
letter card have also appeared.
¥, 2c. rose on white, size 152 x gomm.
P.C. 1c. green (urbano), inscrip in ultramarine. (London).

1C, .y " “ dull blue. {Local).
LI T " " "

2c. red (interior) " deep red (London?,

2€. , " ' dull rose (Local)
2+ 2c ,, ) »

L.C. zc. red. in;'criplions in blue.
Nicaragua. The new series contains a 5p stamp after
all.  The usual new post cards have been issued.
The A4./.P. reports that during the recent
revolution stamps ran short at Bluehelds and the
postmaster issued a number of envelopes. The
arms of the country in a triangle with the value
5, 10, or 2cc. below were first printed in black
and then the seal of the Treasury department
was impressed in violet.
sp. light blue,
OR. sp. light blue.
P.C. 2¢c, hlue on blue.

2+2¢c, o, "
3c. red-brown on green.

3tz o, .o R
E. sc. black and violet on white, size 138 x 76 mm,

10C 1 1 ”

aCC, , ”
Persia. The entire set of the current stamps have
received the surcharge and the 7./. says that
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there are five varieties, we give the full list with
the values on which the varieties are found.

1¢. grey, violet surch , Type 1.
ac, brown, Type 2
3¢, violet, " “
4c. vermilion, , Type 3.
sc. yellow, N
Be. orange, ,, Type 4.
10¢. blue, " "
13¢, rose, ' "
16¢. green, " "
1k. blue, " Type s.
2k. rose, " Type 6.
3k, yellow, ' e ?
k. grey, " Type 7.
sk, emerald "
1ok. orange, ,, Type 8.
cok, violet, N

L] "

The high values of the ordinary and the
Postage Due stamps announced some time ago
have appeared. The ordinary stamps are similar
in design tothe 1895 Jubilee stamps while the
postage dues are similar to the 1c.

55. orange-red.

105, blue.green

P.D s, yellow-green.

105 Lrown violet.

Portugal. Lourenzo AMarguez. The fiscal stamps
surcharged for postage mentioned last month
have the original value in black on the tor., in
red on the 3or1. and in brown on the 8oor. not
300 as mentioned,

Zimor. The jor. + 3or. card has had the
stamps surcharged with new value ‘g5 avos.’
This makes the third surcharge on these 3cor.
stamps of Macau.

P.C. 5 + sa. on 30 -+ 3or. orange, red inscriptions, hiack
surcharges.

Roumania. The £/ reports that from Juue st the
colours of the following values will be chapged
and the new colours will be—

sh. green.

20h. rose.

15h. violet.

25b, blue,

Salvador. A full set without the wheel surcharge is
reported. There are also Official Stamps,
Postage Due Stamps and Post cards.

There are also some addilions to the © wheel’
set and a stamp of the 1898 set surcharged in
two lines vertically reading downwards ‘Transito’
— ¢ Territorial.’

sc, Llue-green (1898), Transito Territorial

toc, Hue {1848) with wheel.
13¢. brown-lake (1398 '

Peru.

10, chocotate  {18g0) v .

1¢, brown { 13C. carmine.
2C. green, 24¢. light lilue,
3¢, blue 26¢. rose.

5C, vrange. soc. orange-red,

10c, ohouolate. 100C. violet.
12¢c. dark green.
Off, Same va'ues surch,
P.D. 1, 2, 3, 5. 10, 12, 15, 2§, 50C. brown-yellow,
I.C. tc, olive-green on salmon,
2¢. brown on green.
2 + 2¢. [ I
3c. dark-blue on biue
3te " .
Samoa. The 1/- has been overprinted *Surcharged
—¢2 14d.”in red. '
2%d. in red on 1 - carmine.
Spain. Fernando Pos. The colour of the
reported to he maroon, L
Philiprines. The Madrid Filatelico illustrates
a sheet of the 1897 surcharges. The sheet is the
20c. brown of (890 and is surcharged as follows.
Al the varieties being mixed up.
<8 stamps surcharged 2o0c.
20C, inverted.

2¢. is

12 ] "
10 " " 15C.
b 2]

N » 5C.
»w telegraph surcharge.

Switzerland. The 25¢. is reported to have appeared
in blue.

zs¢. blue,

Transvaal. We are promised a new set with portrait
of President Kruger and in future stamps are to
be printed in the country. In the meanwhile
four wrappers have appeared.

W, ;4d green, size 115 X 300 mm.
id. ,, and carmine ,,

2d, ,, Dbrown, size 1bo x 300 mm.
. 3d. . burple "
United States. Cwéa. The Special Delivery stamp

has been surcharged in red and the 2¢, Envelope
has been surcharged in theisland * CUBA’ above
‘2c. DE PESO’ below the stamp.
An error is reported among the Puerto I'rincipe
surcharges on the old Spanish Cuba stamps.
\Wrappers and the 1c, envelope are also reported
as going to be surcharged. The new permanent
set is being got ready in the States and should
t appear soon,
3C. On 2. green, error ‘eents,’
3. D. 10c. Llue. surch, jn red «
F, zc. green, surch in Llack, ‘g4’ wmk, on white and on
amber.
Guam.  This Pacific Island has had the cur-
rent U.S. stamps surcharged with name in Dlack
and sent off.

a

. black and green.
2¢. ” carmine.
5C. ' blue,
Philippines. llere again the current U.S,

have Leen surcharged and sent to Manilla.
1c. black and green.

2C. " carmine.
3¢, e violet.
5 " blue.
100 4 brown. .
| Uruguay. The sm. mauve is perf. 11} and the

permanent stamp has also appeared printed by
Waterlow according to the A7./. The design
‘ has a monument of a distinguished citizen in
centre.
' The soc. is reported with surcharge
*OFICIAL’ and the gc. is reported in blue.
sm. gray=blue,

5¢. blue,

I Off. soc. Llack on green and brown,

' Venezuela. The 25¢c. Miranda is reported o exist
1éte biche,  Another value of the new set is
mentioned.

15c. bLlue.

ERKRORS & MINOR VARIETIES.

British Guiana. The following is a list of the various
minor varietics of the lately issued 2c¢. surcharges
with the number printed of each.

i 2¢. on 1o¢. invetted surcharge 60
: small ‘E?in"CENTS® 500
No stop and narrow ‘ C’ 1600

*GENTS ? and no stop 500

2¢. on 15¢, Comma between T 'and *S? 2000

Dash between *TWO'and * CENTS’ zooo

Comma between * N *and ' T* 1800

Double urcharge. 50

No stop. 2100

The 2¢. Jubilee issue is also known with the
background of the shield containing ‘2¢.’ in
light instead of dark blue. i

Hong Kong. The ecarlier impressions of the 28
fiscal stamp are perforated 15% X 15 while the
later ones are perforated 14.

New Zealand. The Aussralian Fhilatelis! reports
an entire sheet of 120 of the 2d. imperforate
vertically and in the hands of the FPostal
Authorities are two sheets of the 3d. printed on
hoth sides,
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Seychelles. The A£./. notes on an envelope post.
marked Jan. 27, 1897 a strip of three of the ¢ 18
CENTS’ on 45¢. with double surcharge.

Costa Rica. The 2c. carmine of 1883 has %een seen
surcharged with the error * OFICAL.’

Nicaragua. The 4./.P. notes a sheet of the 1893 2c.
Official without the surcharge.

Norway. The M./. notes a sheet of the 1s. of 1872
with a block of four in the centre of the sheet
without the horizontal perforation in the centre
of the block.

Persia. The A2/. contains the following list of
various errors of the 1886 surcharges,

‘8 ',horizont.ally on gs. (No.g1)

‘12 ' 5. "
118 »” 55,
‘12’ vertically on ss.

"
*8' diagonally on gs. (No. g2)
¢ 8 horizontally on 10s. (No. g3)
‘1z2* n 108 4
t8’ . ss. (No. g1) inverted.
1889, 5¢. horizontal pair, perf 11all round imperf. between,

/ \UCTTO]
AR CARE)

WA G

The following have held sales since last report :

Messrs. PUTTICK & S1MPSON, April 1:th and
12th,

Mt HabpLow, 146th sale, April 13th.

Messrs. CHEVELEY & Co.,143rd sale, April 14th,

. PLUMRIDGE & C0., 16th and 17th sales,
April r7th and 18th.

Messrs. VENTOM, BULL & CoOPER, 127th sale,
April zoth and 21st,

Messrs. BUHL & Co., 67th sale, April 27th and
28th.

Messrs, VENTOM, BULL & COOPER, 128th sale,
May 4th and sth.

Messrs. OsTARA and DART.OW, 8th sale, April
26th (Manchester).

Messrs. BUHL & Co., 67th sale, April 27th
and 28th.

Messrs.CHEVELEY & CO., 144th, SaléMay 8th.

Messrs. BUHL & Co,, 68th Sale, May 8th

Messrs. PUTTICK & SIMPSON, May oth and
1oth.

Mr. HADLOW, 150th Sale, May 11th,

M.. R, S. Gray, 17thsale, May 13th (Glasgow).

Messrs, VENTOM, BULL & COOPER, 129th sale,
May 25th and 26th.

Mr. HapLow, 151st Sale, May 29th.

Messrs. CHEVELEY & Co., 145th sale, June
5th.
? »  PLUMRIDGE, & Co. 18th and igth Sales,
June sth and 6th.

Mr. HADLOW, 152nd sale, June 7th.
Messrs. OSTARA & DARLow, oth
7th {Manchester}).

VENTOM, BULL & COOPER 130th sale,

sale, June

June”91h.

Speciaf Counfries for Speciaf Peopfe.

Straits Settlements.
United States.
States of the Church.

For Business men.—
5 Married men, —
5 Clergymen. —

»w Cripples. — Curagao (cure us oh).

s, Drapers. -— Cashmir.
Angola.
Saxony,

» Imperialists. — Monaco.
Queensland.

» larents. — Parma.
Pa-na-ma.

» Separatists. — Reunion.

,, Bookbinders. — Russia.
Morocco.

» DBankrupts. — Levant.

» Misers. —  Guinea.

» Scorchers. — Iceland,
Chili.

Hungary, Turkey,
Hamburg, Tonga,
Sardinia, Cooks and
Sandwich Isles.

» Epicures, -

» Topers. — Poonch, Madeira,
Holland, Lideria,
Alalza and Montserrat.
» Nuns. -— \irgin Islands.
Doctors. —  GermanStates.

JUNE, 1899, REPORT.

Honorary Presideni—
ITis Honour Judge PHILBRICK, Q.C.

Honorary Vice-Presidents

VrErNON ROBERTS, Manchester,
Rev. W. Brui, Cork.

Prestdent—
H. R. OunrieLp, London.

Vice-Presidets—
W. DORNING BECKTOYN, Manchester.
I1. 1. 11avyax, London.

Commiitiee—

F. Expsox, Birmingham,

W. Habrow, London.

W. G. HawkiIns, London,

J. E. Joszuin, London,

W. B. KIRKPATRICK, Bournemouth.
W. MAaTTHEWS, London.

S. C. SkirTON, Salisbury.

C. T. REEL, London,
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H. THoMPsON, London.
B. W. WarHURST, London.
L. W. FulLCHER, London.

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer—
T. . HINTON, 5, Paultons Square, Chelsea, London,
S.W.
Hon. Exchange Superintendeni—
Dr.

Hon. Librarian—

B. W. WarHuRsT, 15, Paultons Square, Chelsea,
London, S.W,

Hon. Counterfeit Deteclor.
W. Ilaptow, 331, Strand, London, W.C.

Hon. Solicitors—
Messrs. OLDFIELD, BARTRAM & OLDFIELD, St.

Stephen’s Chambers, Telegraph Street, Moorgate
Street, London, E.C.

MEMBERSHID.

Candidates for admission must be over 18
years of age, ana supply at least two satisfactory
references. They wili then Dbe proposed for
election, and if no ohjection be lodged within
fourteen days, be duly elected. The enirance
fee, 2s. 6d. and subscription, §s., should accom-
pany the application, and will be refunded in the
event of the non-election of the applicant.

The death of Mrs. Mann, who has been a member of
the Society since 1895, is notified with much regret.
Membership of the Society will be continued by her
son, Mr. A. 11, Mann, 88, Ressiter Rd., Balham, 5. W

LIBRARY.

The Hon. Librarian acknowledges with thanks
Foreign Stamp Collectors Journal, April and May, from
Mr. Nunn. Melita Philatelic Chronicle, May, from
Mr. Muscat, Malta. A set of the London Philatelist
vols. 3 to 7, from the Philatelic Society, London.  As
the 1.P.U, already possesses vol. 2, the Library now
only 1equires vol. t to complete the set.

ANNUAIL GENERAL MEETING.

The Annual General Mecting and election of Officers
and Committee for the year 1808-99 took place at
Essex Hall, Essex Street, Strand, on Wednesday, May
17th, Present . H. R. Oldfield (in the chair;, W. (.
Ilawkins, E Marx, C. T. Reed, L. W Fulcher, and
the Hon. Sec. The Report and Balance Sheet read by
the Hon. Sec., showing 121 members on the roll and
balance of £1 2s. 10d. in hand on Jan. 1st, 1899, was
received and adopterd subject to audit, Dr. E. F. Marx
and F. Marx, Esq., being appointed auditors. Dr.
Marx then sabmitted his report on the working of the
Lixchange Packets, which was received, and the thanks
of the meeting unanimously accorded to him for his
services in conmection therewith. A letter from the
Hon, Librarian, who was unable to attend, having been
read, the President, Officers and Committee were re-
elected for the ensuing year, and on the proposal of the
President, seconded by the Hon. Sec., Mr. L. .
Fulcher, London, was unanimously elected asa member
of the committee. The propo-ad alteration of the rules

MaRrx, 6, lHaven Green, Ealing, London, W.

-w—— ]

to provide for Life Membership, as per notice given in
April, was then considered Ly the meeting, and it was
unanimously resolved to empower the committee to
elect Life Members not exceeding ten in number, at a
subscription of two guineas. It was decided to continue
the monthly meetings during next season from October
to May, and the committee will meet in September next
to make arrangements accordingly. Mr. foselin being
unable to attend and give a display, as had been ar-
ranged, the Hon. Sec. showed his collection of used and
i unused stamps of Great Britain, which concluded the
business of the meeting. Below is appended the
Annual Balance Sheet and Exchange Superintendent’s
report for the year.

THOS. H. HINTON,

Hon, Sec. and Treasurer,
5, Pauitons Square, Int. Phil, Union.
Chelsea, London, S.W,

June sth, 1899.

INTERNATIONAL
ANNUAL

PHILATELIC UNION,
BALANCE SHEET.

January —December, 1898.

1899. RECEIDPTS. £ s, .
January 1st, Balance in hand . 2 6 0
Subscriptions and Entrance
Fees .. 32 2 6
Received from late Secretary 012 3
| £35 © 9
1899. EXPENIPTURE. £ s d.
Jan.—Dec. Official Organ 12 months . 14 1 6
Stationery and Printing 2 2 0
' Statutes, Rules, ete, ... .. 419 0
l’ostages, Hon. Sec. .. o2 61
Clerical assistance and Expenses
. ilon. Sec. . o 0
. Postages. Stationery—Exchange
Superintendent .. 3 610
Rent—Fssex [lall e 12 6
33 211
1 210
' £33 © 9

.
Esamined, compared with vouchers, and found

correct. MARN, |
MARNX .
)IARX:J' Auditors.

E. I
. s,
| June sth, 1899.

SUPERINTENDENT'S
) FOR 1898.
\alue of stamps contributed to the Packets, Jan. to
Dec., 1808, £3367 11s. 31
Amount of Sales, £178 5s. 9d.
Number of members participating, 47.

E. F. MARYX,
Exchang= Superintendent.

EXCHANGE REPORT

Ealing, June sth, 1899.
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HERTS PHILATELIC SOCIETY.
The close of the season for 1898-g9 was cele-

brated by a dinner at Anderton’s Hotel, on
Tuesdav. yay 2, 18gg5. Present: Messrs, k.
A. Wickhart, W. G. Cool, M. Z. Kuutner, C. R,
Sutherland, C. Forbes, k. Bounds, J. C. Side-
botham, [.. E. Bradbury, G. Haynes, H.
Warren, E. F. Lawrence, E. P. Airlie Dry, F.
Henderson, . Gaffe, H. Haynes, P, I.. Pem-
berton, M. P. Castle, and H. A, Slade.

Material needs being satisfied, the chairman
(G. Haynes) gave the twoasts of “The Queen
and * Success to the Herts Philatelic Society,
and reterred in felicitous terms to the prospects
and pro-perity of the Society. He stated that
the H.P.S. was started earlv in 1898 by five
phitatelists, at St. Albans, and that the original
intention was to contine membership to collec-
tors residing in the county.  But its growth
being unexnectedly rapid, it was resolved to
move headquarters to London, and to cater for
the needs of collectors living in or near the
metropolis who do not care to brave the ex-
penses and technicalities of the premier
Societv. He went on to state that the number
of members had increased from 5 to 79, that
there was a balance in hand of nearly fi10, and
that the library and exchange department. were
in a flourishing condition. He deprecated any
intention of competition, and asserted that the
H.P.S. had come to stay, and was filling a great
want,

Mr. Castle then afforded the members an
opportunity of inspecting hi~ famous coilection
of unused Spanish stamps, practically com-
plete, and abounding in varieties seldom heard
of by the ordinary collector. In response to a
hearty and unanimous vote of thanks for his
courtesy, Mr. Castle thanked the members for
his reception, and expressed his rendiness at all
times to further the cult of Philatelv. He con-
gratulated the Seciety on its management and
future prospects, and intimated his willingness
1o attend again next season. A pleasant cven-
ing terminated at 10 p.m. The annual report
will be puhlished and forwarded to members in
September, and the first meeting of the 18gg-
1900 season will be held on the first Tuesdav 1n
October mnext. Exchange packets will be
circulated throughout the summer if sufficient
sheets be received.

Applications for memberchip
accompanied by two references.

H. A. SLADI,
Hon, Sec. and Treasurer,
Inglecide, St. Albans, May 4, 1899,

should be

BEDFORD PHILATELIc SOCIETY.—A meeting
of this Society was held on Tuesday evening,
April 11th, at Messrs. Gordon and Co.’s offices,
woen Mr. H. W. Atkinson, of Peebles, N.B.,
gave a very interesting paper on the stamps o1
Cuba and Porto Rico, and on account o1 the
information it contained about these interesting
countries it was decided to have it typed and i
copy circulated in the May exchange packet.

t'he Exchange Sccretary (Mr. \W. k. White)
reports that he despatched an cxcellent packet
on May 1st, contuning a grand selection ot
Colonials at easy prices, and as this i1s the last
of the season he anticipates some heavy pur-
chases.

SURURBAN EXCHANGE CLuB.—The Novem-
ber packets have come back from circulation,
and accounts were duly submitted and scttled
within four days. Sales for the month were s
follows :—

Nov. A 1.—£117 4~ z2d.
Nov. A z.—£gq 13> 11d.
Nov . B L—L57 7% gd.
Nov. B z.—£39 155, 0d.

December packets have nearly finished heir
reunds, and sheets will be returned a~ ~oon as
pussible.

197 <heets, vulued in the aggregate at £2,014
3s. 7d., were made up into four packets and
despatched on the April circuit on the 23th inst.
Good selections at moderate quotations were
sent in, and members will have an opportunity
of acquiring perfect specimens of rare stamps
at a very reasonable figure.  Africans were
inore strangly represented than other sections,
but Europeans and Australians ran them a good
second. The following have lately bheen
elected as members:—Dr. Atkinson (Ashton),
Capt. Stokes Roberts and Maj., Nathan (Wal-
tham Abbev), k. W. Shackell (Cardiff), Pryce
Curson (London), J. Wilcox (Dunedin}, and .
C. Pigutt (llondon).  Three applications were
held over. Collectors living abroad are invited
to send selections reguiarly, and non-contribu-
ters can see as many  packets s they like,
though their names are piaced last on the list.
Club -hects should always be used, and will be
supplied on demand. Applications for mem-
bership should be accompanicd by references
to prevent delay. Rules, cte., from the Hon.
Sec., H. A. Siade, Ingleside, St. Albans.

MANCHESTER  PHILATERLIC  SOCIETY.—The
annual meeting was held at the Grand Hotel,
on Monday, May 15th, the President being in
the chair, and twelve other members present.

‘The Hon. Sccretary, in his report, had again
to congratulate the Society on an increase in
the number of member<, which is now 72, as
against 66 at the close of last senson.  He re-
ferred to the satisfactory wav in which the
syllabus had been carried out. and to the
generous response of the members to  the
appeal for a guarantee fund for the forthcoming
exhibition, for which between /fjo0 and {500
hiid been raised.
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The Hon. I'reasurer reported a balance in
hand of £13 18s. od., and the Hon. Librarian
stated that a number of books had heen added
to the library during the past year.

The Exchunge Packet.—Hon. Secretary re-
ported that 8 packets, amounting to £703 nett,

had been despatched, and that the sales h\di

been £00, or 814 per cent.

The following gentlemen were unanimously
clected officers for the coming scason :—Presi-
dent, W. Dorning Beckton; Vice-Presidents,
1. H. Abbott, Ernest Petri; Hon. Secretary, G.
Fred. H. Gibson; Assistant Hon. Secretary,
. H. Coote; Hon. Treasurer, ;. B, Duerst;
Hon. Librarian, J. C. North; Exchange Packet
Hon. Secretary, W. Grunewald; Committee,
A. Buxton, Oswald Gillett, W. \W. Munn, S. D.
Garson, Thomas Oxley.

Mr. North propused *'T'hat for the future the
Exchange Packet Hon. Secretary have the first
choice of stamps from the sheets.”

This wus seconded by Mr. Oxley and carried.

G. FRIED H. GIBSON,
Hon. Secretary.
Kersal, Munchester.

THE PLYMOUTH PHILATELIC  SOCIETY.—
On Wednesday, May 1oth, under the auspices ot
the Plymouth Society, a most enjoyable lecture
was delivered at the Athenxeum by the Rev. I
Lell, M.A. (of St. Stephen’s, Saltash), on the
cducational value of Philately. Premising thut
the hobby was a scientific pursuit, the lecturer
dwelt on the threefold division of philatelic
humanity into the ignoramus, the timbromaniac,
and the philatelist proper or collector who
found in stamps an intelligent interest and a
valuable training. With this introduction the
political histories of France and Spain, and the
unification of Italy, were ably triaced through
the postal issues of these countrics, lantern and
screen combining most cffectively to illu-trate
the points of the lecture. From Southern
Europe, Mr. Bell passed to South Africa, and
reviewed the vicissitude of our politics in the
Transvaal, shewing how marked an object
lesson was to be found in the issues of that
Republic.  Equally impressive, but more
pleasing, was the lesson to be learned from the
«tamps of Fiji, where British rule had kept and
not relinquished its hold. The dingrams that
followed on the screen were now of varied type,
and illustrative of different phases of philatelic
interest, resthetic bearing, or educational value.
Thus on one striking group the heads of five
wvereign monarchs were depicted, four of
whom had met with the bitterest rever-es of
fortunc. The effigies of our own Queen in
varving stages of her rule were also represented,
and colonial enterprise and sentiment fitl
illustrated in the symbolisms of New Sout
Wales, Cape Colony, and Canada.  Finally,
after a series of plates that typified the debt of
Philately to the natural world in its designs of
bird, animal, reptile ,and fish, the lecturer made
an eloquent appeal on the behalf of the hobby
of stamp collecting with its westhetic and edu-

cational training in contrast to the destructive
and wanton enthusiasms of the ornithologist
and entomologist.

A hearty vote of thanks 1o Mr. Bell for his
lucid, interesting, and most suggestivre address
was then propused by Mr. R. 1. Stevens,
seconded by Mr. H. \W. Mayne, und unani-
mously accorded by all present.

W. A, WALKER,
Hon. Sec.
Mav 16, 18¢y.

THE SCOTTISH PHILATELIC SOCIETY, 1314
of MARCH.—The usual mounthly meeting wus
held in 5, St. Andrew Square, at § p.m. DPre-
sent: Dr. J. W, Ballantyne, in the chair, and
Messrs. Baxter, Miiler, Hobbs, Fleming, Hen-
derson, Innes, Richardson and Fish.

‘The minutes of meetings on the gth and 23rd
of January were read and approved of. There
was no formal business at the meeting on 13th
of February.

Messrs. Henderson and  Kerr, as auditors,
reported having examined the accounts of the
Socicty for the vear ending December, 1898,
and havirg found them correct and properly
vouched. The balance in favour of the Society
at the cluse of the year was f£2 19+, 6d.

Dr. A, S. Cumming {(Edinburgh), Dr. D,
Wilson (Kiilearn), and Dr. C. E. Russel Rendle
(Plymouth), were elected a~ members,

Mr. Richardson agreed to exhibit his collec-
tion of Ceylon stamps at next meeting.

I'he Secretary reported that the Exchange
Packet for March contained stamps to the value
of over £100 net.

Dr. Ballantyne exhibited a beautiful collec-
tion of Roumanian post ciards, unused, and
neatly mounted in an album. He also showed
the surcharged U.S.A. stamps for Cuba, and a
recent surcharge for Ceylon, 6c. un 15¢c. olive
green.

——

1oth of April.—The monthly mecting  was
held in 5, St. Andrew Square, at 8 p.m.

Present : Mr. Adam Smail, President, in the
chair. and Messrs. Baxter, Fleming, Hender-
son, Innes, Kerr, Richardson, and Fish.

The minutes of previous meeting were read
and adopted.

Mr. J. R, I, Turner (Oxford) was clected a
member.

Mr. Richard~un, not quitc having finished his
re-wrringement of Cevlon stamps, agrecd tu
~how them at next meeting.

At the request of the Secretary for members
to bring any exhibits of Philatelic interest,
therec was @ most interesting dispiav of work
being carried on by the Society.  Mr. Smail
showed a general collection of well-selected and
carefully-mounted stamps.  Mr. Henderson’s
collection of Americans, in a handsome album
of his own designing, was much admired. Mr.
Richardson brought two volumes of very in-
teresting stamps, as well as a number of Russian
lucals. Mr. Fish showed special cullections of

Canada and of British South Africa.  An
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examination of these various exhibits enabled
the members to pass a very pleasant cvening.
WILLIAM FISH, M.A,,
Hon. Sec.
18, Montpelier Terrace.

THE SUBURBAN EXCHaANGE CLUB,—Decem-
ber packets have come back from their rounds,
and sheets have returned and accounts settled.
The total sales amounted to £159 4s. 2d.

Three good packets have been made up and
despatched on the May circuits,  Total value
of sheets, £1,733 15s. 11d. Many good stamps
were priced at less than 50 per cent. off catalogue
quotations.  New members that have joined
during the past month include A. Barker
(Cambridge), J. J. Bingham (Deal), T. C.
Chaloner (London), and J. K. Morrison
(l.ondon). January packets are expected back
within seven days. Rules sent to responsible
colectors. Secretary, H. A. Slade, Ingleside,
St. Albans. )

HERTS EXCHANGE

PHILATELIC  SOCIETY

SkcrioN.—The February and March packets !

have been returned and accounts duly settled.
Gross sales were £39 19s. 4d. and £51 135, 7d.
respectively. - Packets will be circulated
throughout the summer if suflicient number of
shects are received. May pacekts were de-
spatched on the 20th instant.——H. A. Slade,
Hon Sec. and Treasurer, Ingleside, St. Albans,

Memw LeaBes fo Cuf,

THE BRITISH STAMP DIRECTORY.

By the Philatelic Publishing Co., Hands-
worth, Birmingham. 3rd Edition, price 1s.
post free,

The compilers of this address-hook may be
congratulated on the work just issued, and
when they say that it is a com prehensive list of
ritish Philatelists, we quite agree with them,
though we doubt whether all addresses have
heen verified through the Post Office.

The names are arranged alphabetically, and
though this, of course, entails a great labour
on the part of the compilers, it is of the highest
advantage to everyone consulting the work.
To give the names of all collectors is obviously
impossible, and although we miss a good many
numes, yet we have no hesitation of pronounc-
ingr the work the best vet published in England.

The work is divided into 2 parts as follows:—

Part I.—Addresses of Collectors.
Part 1I.—Exchange Clubs and Philatelic
Sucieties. ,

The print is clear and the whole arrangement
admirable.  We can strongly recommend to
all our readers the purchase of this book;
they will be amply repaid by the time gained
when consulting it instead of hunting for 2
mislaid address. The only addition we might
suprmest is an alphabetical list of dealers’ ad-
dresses ; such a list would only fill a few pages,
hut would make the book an “ enquire within
in e true sense of the word.

|

@Bards of t6e (Phifafefic Erhibition
of Batisbon,

CLASS 1.
COLLECTIONS OF THURN AND TAXIS.

Gold Medal and Sepcial Prize.—A. LE. Glasc-
wald, Gosswitz.

Silver Medal.—Dr jur. DBerchelmann, Darm-
stadt, Ph. K. Schauff, Mayence.

Diplomas.—]J. A, Anheiser, Cologne,
G. v. Hessling, Ratisbon,

CLASS 1L
GLENLERAL COLLECTIONS.
Gold Medal.—G, Hartmann, Prufening, P’resi-

dent of the Phil. Society at Ratisbon, for
his great services in connection with the

Lxhibition.

A. Chelius, Munich, for Baden and
Alsace.

J. ]J. Lindau, Heidelberg, for old

German stamps.
Dr. J. Lange, Magdeburg, for German
envelopes.
A. Markl, Kornnenburg, for Greece.
Th. Iemaire, Paris, for France.
Silver Medal.—G. v. Hessling, Ratisbon, for
general collection.

IZ. Paulus, Markneukirchen, for
general collection.
Il. Spitzy,  Wisbaden, for German

stamps.
M. Boscher, Brunswick, for Brunswick.
‘Th. Gunther, Chemnitz, for Greece.
Comte d’Assche, Neuilly, for Belgium,
Lieutenant Ohrt, Charlottenbury, for
photographs.

Diploma.—]. Greger, Ratisbon

A, Heil, Ratisbon

J. Buchtart, Ratisbon

Ph. Geiger, Ratisbon

A. Gortz, Ratishon

1. Munker, Ratishon

Mrs. A, Larisch, Munich, for post cards.

Major  Hinsching, Ratisbon, for
Bavarian entires.

A. Fleischmann, Esslingen, for Wur-
temberg.

C. Dieckmann, Munster, for German
Coionials, etc.

C. Weidenhagen, Hamburyg, for Greece.

J. Lossau, Hamburg, for Hamburg.

Hugo Griebert, I.ondon, for essays.

}. Frendenstein, Frankfurt, for Baden,
Bavaria, and Wurtemberg.

Ch. E. Hoffmann, H. Imijer, for Swiss
Revenues.
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CLASS I1l.
ALBUMS, LITERATURE, ETC.
Gold  Medal.—Hugo
publications, etc.
Paul Kohl, Chemnitz, for publications,
etc.
Leon Brummer, Munich, for * Das
Postwertzeichen.”
Silver Medal.—F. C. Luecke, Leipzig, for ulbums.
A. E. Glasewald, Gossnitz, for studics
on Baden and Thurn and Taxis,
Austria-Philatelist, Prague, for
on obliterations of Austria, etc.
The Lemaire, Paris, for publications.
¥. B. Mehler, Ratisbon, for his histori-
cal treatise on the Princes of Thurn and
Taxis.
Dr. J. Rubsam, Ratishon.
The Judges for Classes L. and 1, were: —
I.econ Brummer, Munich.
Hugo Virotzsch, Leipzig.
Iirnest Stock, Berlin.
The Judges for Class 111, were:—
Lirnest Stock, Berlin.
kX, Heydorn, Ratisbon.
G. Gall, Ratisben,

Krotsch, Leipzig, for

book

Msifatefic Conundrums.

1. Waen does the ‘ Philatelic shark” resemble
i ship?—--When he *forges & head.’

like a
wﬂ](!*«.’

2. Why i~ an enthusiastic  collector

yachtsmiin 2—HBecause he watches the *

3+ Whit is the difference between the carly
stamps of Portugal and the discovery of minur
varieties 7—One is ‘head to the left,” und the
other ‘left to the head.’

4. Why is the Philatelist said to ‘ride his
hobby’?—Because of the ‘mounts’ he requires,

5. Why are postage stamps popular with the
fair sex 7—Because they are attached to the males
(muils).

6. Which coluny’s stamps give the best de-
~cription  of life ?—The Sydney Views, hecause
they are sometimes ‘with clouds’ and sume-
times without.

7. Which colony’s stamps are muost suitable
for a birthday present #—Natal.

8. Why is a voung collector like a cyclist I—
Because the ‘perforations’ often collap:e the
tyr(e)o.

0. Why do British Colonial stamps resemble
~hips1—HBecause they show the watermark,
sometimes have an anchor, and are often
attached to a ‘cable’’

@ndorra,

LThe Philatelic Monthly and World. —New York.

All the world knows of the little Republic of
Andorra situated in the midst of the mountain
fastnesses of the Pyrenees, wedged between the
French Republic and the kingdom of Spain.
It is nevertheiess one of the oldest common-
wealths of Europe, which has preserved its
absolute independence for more than eleven
centuries, although nominally it is to-day under
the double suzerainty of the Spanish bishop o1
Urgel and of the French Government. Practi-
cally the 6,000 inhabitants of the little realm
know no rulers except those chosen by them-
selves as elders.

It will perhaps surprise our philatelistic
friends to learn that Andorra, the only country
of Europe that has no postage stamps, has o
well organised postal and telegraph service,
although there is not even a wagon road in the
entire little land, the only means of communi-
cation being hardy mountain ponies and mules.

letters from Andorra to peints in France arc
ceniralized in the city of Andorra, the capital,
untul 1o o'clock of the evening; next morning
it five a messenger takes the package and
carries it across the mountains to Soldeu, the
lust Andorran settlement, where he meets
toward eleven o'clock in the morning the French
mail-carrier cominyg alternately from ['Hos-
pitalet or Porte the nearest French post offices.
At Soldeu they exchange their mail sacks, and
cach courier returns to his starting point. At
Andorra the mail coming from France is di~
tributed dailv between three and four o'clock
in the afternoon. French postage stamps are
used, for which the Andorran messenger pavs
in ca<h according to the number of letters he
hands to the French courier. these stamps are
aftixed by the agent in the French post office
from which they are practically mailed.

l.etters intended for Spain are carried by
messenger to the Spanish post office at Seo-de-
Urgel (See of Urgel), Spinish postage stamps
being attached by the Andorra carrier.  ‘T'hey
do not, however, pay the war-tax on letters
coming from Andorra, and no attempt has so
far been made to compel them to do so.

‘I'he most interesting part.of the Andorran
pustal service, however, is that between the
various settlements and townships of the little
realm.  This internal service is absolutely
gratuitous ; it is sufficient to place an envelopc
containing a letter, or even a small package in
care of the village postman, without using «
~tamp or paying anvthing. It will arrive at
the address given that same evening or the next
morning.  This service is performed entircly
by voung boys, who run along the mountain
paths, probably the most primitive kind of
regular postal service in the whole world.

Lately the French government has estab-
lished a telegraph line from Porte to the old
city of Andorra by way of Soldeu. There is
no telegraphic line connecting Andorra with
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Spain, and if a telegraphic message is to be
sent to Seo-de-Urgel, it must be sent around
France and by way of Perpignan to Barcelona.
lue entire postal and telegraphic service of
Andorra has heen organised by an enthusiastic
philatelist, Mr. Charles Romeu, and probably
he, more than anybody else, suffers under the
obstinate refusal of the Andorran eclders to
grant authority for the issuing of a set of postage
stamps.  This refusal is caused by their being
perfectly satisfied at paving no postage what-
ever within their own country as much as on
account of their being oppused to a change in
their customs.—From “Le¢ Colletionneur de
Timbres-Poste.”

Recrees.

JAPAN.

Mv. H. B. Haskell, of Yohohama, sends us
the following “Notification No. 717 over the
signature of the Minister of Communications:

“As the rates of postage are to be changed in
April next, the department has determined to
issue new stamps of different colours to those
now in use. The new 3 sen stamp, according to
a proclamation just issued, will be of light chest-
riut colour, the 1 sen stamp will he brown, while
the 14 sen stamp will be of the same colour as
it 1s now.
the 1st of April next, but those of the :ame
denominaetion heretofore in use will be accepted
for the present by the post and telegraph
offices.”

The same correspondent has also forwarded
A previous notification (No. 66) covering the
changes in rates which are responsible for the
colour alterations noted above. The principal
~¢ctions, relating to single and double postal
cards, ordinary letters and stamped envelopes,
are given herwith:

1. The cost of postal cards heing changed to
one and a half sen per card,  five rin stamp
<hall be pasted below the part of the face of the
existing one sen card where the cost of the card
and seal are stamped.

2. ‘the cost of return postal cards heing
changed to three sen per card, two five min
stamps shall be pasted one cach below the part
of the face of cach leaf of existing two sen re-
wurn postal cards and seal are stamped.

3. No. 1 postal matter—that is to say, mails
—shall require the postage fee of threc sen per
four momme (for mails under four momme the
samc fee will be charged). For mails under four
momme 2 three sen stamp or stamps of equal
value should be pasted, no matter how much the
weight may be. For mails above four momme
and up to eight momme, six sen will be required;
above eight momme and up to twelve momme,
a three sen stamp should be added for any
increase not exceeding four momme.

4. \When the existing two sen postal envelopes
are used, additional stamps shall be pasted at
the foregoing rate according to the weight of
mails. Such stamps shall be pasted as much

1he new stamps will be sold from .

as possible below the part of the face of the
envelone where the cost and seal are printed.
For example, for mails weighing four momme
and under, a one sen stamp shall be pasted, and
for mdils weighing more than four momme and
up to eight momme, stamps having a valuc of
two sen snall he added.

Note.—One momme 15 equal to 2.12 drams,

From Mecekel's TV eekly.

@n JInferesfing Eeffer,

The following letter, written Dby I. W,
Wurtcele, of Montreal, appeared in  Mekeel's
Weekly Stamp News, of St. Louis, of March
z3. 1t is of sufticient interest to others besides
stamp collectors to entitle it to a place in our
page.

The Two-Cent Canada Envelope Purple.

As this envelope has been dominated “fraud,”
and the cry of a “swindle” has been raised m
vegard to its issue, u few words of explanation
on the matter will be of interest to the Phila-
telist, It has also been stated that this envelope
was printed in error, that it has been recalled
by the Post Oftice department, and that it b
been spzculated in by Post Oftice officials. Al
SUCNH ASsertions are incorrect.

The envelope was issued for o perfectly legiti-
nmate reason ; it was placed on sale in the usual
manner at the post offices where it could be
legitimately sold, and its sale, while it la~ted,
was absolutely unrestricted. As a matter ot
fuct, purple was the only legitimate colour in
which it could have been printed for the pur-
poxes for which it was issued.

To understand the position  clearly, it s
necessary to explain the objects, past and pre-
sent, of a two-cent cnvelope in Canada.  The
rate for postage on letters, for local delivery
the plice where they are mailed, in the majority
of Canadian towns, is one cent, while in the
Farger cities, where there is delivery by currier,
this local rate, technically known as the “drop
letter rate,” 1s two cents. Hence, a two-cent
cnvelope was onlv intended for use for drop
fetters, in the larger Canadian cities, and it
wit~ onlv supplied to postmasters in those plices,
unless speciadly asked for by postmasters in
tho<e towns where the cnvelope could onlyv be
used by the addition of an adhesive stamp, o~
long as the domestic rate for the letters bevond
the limits of the town remained at three cents.

Towards the end of December, 18g8. the
supply of the old z2-cent green envelope was
practicallv exhausted at  the department ot
Ouawa, and in order to be prepared for any

demand, from city postmasters, for moic
envelopes of this rate, a small suppiv  was

printed in the then proper colour of the two-
cent stamp, that is, purple. Although it had
not been given out to the public, it had been
decided by the Government that commencing
January 1st the postal rate to all parts ot
Canada and the United States should he re-
duced from three to two cents, According to
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the regulations of the Universal Postal Union,
the stamp representing the domestic rate of
postage must be printed in red, and knowing
that, according to this arrangement, in a very
short time the two-cent would have to appear
in the latter colour, the authorities decided to
print only the small quantity that might be
required for drop letters in purple.

1 had been trying for a long time to obtain
at the Montreal post office some of the one-cent
green envelopes for my correspondents, hut 1
was always met with the answer * We can’t sell
vou any until the blues are cleared out.” One
evening, on again inquiring for one-cent green,
the obliging lady, who is in charge here, in-
formed me that only 100 or so of the bilues
remained, and if I would buy them out, I could
have my long-sought one-cent green on the
foltowing morning. She also told me that <he
had only about the ¢«ame quantity of the two-
cent green, -he would get me the new issue of
the two-cent al-o. This was the first I had heard
that a new two-cent was contemplated, so |
bought up all that remained of the old 1c and
2c envelopes, and <ure enough, the next day
ubtained a supply of 1-cent and 2-cent purple.
I could have then -sccured ahout 1,000 2-cent
purple, which was the entire stock sent to the
Montreal post office, but not anticipating the
change of colour, I purchased only what I
thought was enough for ordinary wants. In
the meantime the po:tal rate for the whole ot
Canada had been reduced from three to two
cents, necessitating a much larger supply than
formerly, of two-cent envelopes, and also neces-
sitating that they should be printed in red;
these were issued within a day or wwo of the
two-cent purple, thus originating the report
that the latter had been recalied or withdrawn.
There was absolutely no restriction as to its
sale, no error and no recall. That those who
were fortunate enough to purchase them during
the few days they were current should be dubbed
franuds or speculators is unjust.  In nearly
every case they were bought in the ordinary
course of business without any knowledge that
the colour was 1o be chanyed to red. That the
envelope will he a rarity I have no doubt, for |
am officially informed by the department that
no more are to be issued in purple, and I doubt
whether they could be legally issued in that
colour, secing that the agreement with the
Universal Postal t'nion is now in force.
According to the usual mode of computing the
value of a stamp in proportion to the quantity
in existence this envelope should be worth at
least &5 or #6, and thosc collectors who pur-
chase them at what I consider the low price they
are now being offered ut, that is, from #1 to
#1.50, will have. no reason to regret their in-
vestment in the future.

It is unjust to accuse officials of the post
office department, who are courteous and
obliging gentlemen, of using their official
knowledge of the interior workings of the de-
partment to speculate for their personal gain.
Thev are sworn to guard the secrets of their

office and can give no secret information to
officials of other departments or to the public,
except by the violation of their cath of office,
and at the risk of instant dismissal. It is
natural that at Ottawa, where the stamps are
first issued, the news of the limited extent of
the issue should be first known, consequently it
15 to be expected that the public there, be they
officials or others, should be able to first buy
up the stock in the local post office, but this 1s
not in any way illegitimate and can furnish no
reason for calling the issue a gigantic swindle.

&he Stamps of Hoffand,

Translated from the TIMBRE POSTE.

(Continued from page gb),

We do not know the quantities printed of these
stamps, only the dates and the number of print-
ings and this is sufficient to establish the degree
of rarity of cich of the values.  We make at s

follows :
I. Type.
Pert. 12 10 13/14
Number of printings
50 4 1
5 cent 4 1
5 cent 1 2 24 I
10 4, 1 2 13 1
10 2y 3 1
S IRY 4 t 1
20 M 3
25 4
1I. Type.
Perf. 12 10 17714 Impett.
Number of Printings.
5 n 1 2 1
20, 1 1 3 1
25, 1 1
50w 1 1
As in 1804 and 1806 the <hcets contiin 200

stamps in 2 panes of 100 in ten horizontal rows
Most likely the rows were numbered, as we have
scen some with latin figures.

By Roval Decrece of 10 October, 1870, these
stamps were withdrawn from circulation to date
from the 1st of November, 1879.

Jissavs existed of all the foregoing on vari-
ous papers, cardboard, etc., and printed in differ-
ent celours including black.

Decree for the Newspaper Stamps .

No. 139: Royal decree of December 3rd, cor-

cerning ithe issue of postage stamps
of 1 and 2 cents.

Art. 1). From the 1st of January, 1869, there will
be issued stamps of 1 and 2 cents,
principally ‘intended to_frank news-
papers, and other printed matter.
The bear, the arms of the kingdom,
the inscription NEDERLAND and also
the value.

Fach of the two new kinds will
printed in one colour as follows:

Black, the stamps of one cent.

Yellow-green, the stamps of two cents.

Art. 2).

ke
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Art. 3). Printed matter franked with stamps
by the senders can be put by them or

for them into the postal boxes, which are

provided by our Finance Minister for

franked printed matter notwithstanding
the next article.

Art. 4). Printed matter, which either by the

quantity or the size of the volume 15 '

not considered suifable for the boxes
mentioned in the last article, must he
taken by the senders or their people,
although franked, to the post oftices
and delivered into the hands of the
officers of the administration of the
post.

The payment of the postage of
printed matter in cash at the post offices
continues to be permitted.

Our Finance Minister will see that
stamps be affixed to printed matter thus
treated by the postal officials.

If the value of the postage stamps
aftixed hy the senders be less than the
sum due then such sendings are to be
treated like ordinary letters to he pid
by the addressees.

Letter rate is also charged on send-
ings of printed matter which are not
posted, although franked in the hoxus
specified in Art. 3.

The provisions of Art. 2, ¢, 10, 11, 12
and 15 of our decree of the 12 Novem-
ber, 1851, are applicable to the stamps
of one and two cents.

Qur Minister of Finance is charged with the
execution of the present decrce, of which a
copy will be sent to the Chambre generale des
Oumptes and will be published in the Staatsblad
as well as in the Staatscourant.

Art. ).

Art. 6).

Art. ).

T.oo, 3rd December, 1868,
The Finance Minister,

Van Bosse. WILLIAM.

Issue of 1st of January 186g. . .

Coat of arms of Holland on a shield sur-
mounted by a royal crown, the whole in a pearl
circle, on plain ground. At the top NEDER-
LAND outlining the circle, at the bottom the
value ; the frame is rectangular, and the back-
ground is covered with horizontal lines.

Engraved on wood by Virey fréres of Paris
from the design made by J. Nusser and printed
typographically in colours on white paper, vari-
ously perforated,

A. On white thick paper.

1 cent., black, greyish black

2 cents., yellow, light and dark yellow

Variety :
With dot after cent.

1 cent. black

This variety we have not found in the essays.

There are other minute varieties, which are
of too little importance to he noticed.
1870,

Perf, 14 x 14.

B. On common white paper. Perf. 1314 x 1314.
zcent, yellow, light yellow
Variety:
March, 1874. lmpertorate.
2 cent. yellow
Only hundred specimens exist imperforate
of the two values 1 and 2 cent.
November, 1871.
C. On white paper, slighly bluish.
130 X 13%.
2 cent,, dark yellow
The sheets of these two values contain 200
stamps in horizontal rows of 10,
They were withdrawn from circulation on the
1st of iNovember, 1879, (see royal decree of 10th
of C:ctober, 1879, below).

Pert

The Royal decree No. 176, advises the is-ue
of two new values, viz., % cent and 214 cent~
as follows:

Art. 1. There will also be issued postage
stamps of 214 cents and of 14 cent.

Art. 2. Qur Minister of Finance is autho-
rized to fix the colour of the above postage
stamps as well as the date of issue.

Our Minister of Finance is charged with the
execution of the present decree, a copy of which
will be sent to the “Chambre Générale des
Comptes and which will be published in the
Steatsblad and in the Staatcourant.

L.oo, November 11, 1870,
WILLIAM.
The Minister of Finance,
Van Bosse, '

Following this royal decree we find the minis-
terial Gouision as under :—

The Hague, 19 Nov. 1870.

Art. 2. In consequence of the above royal
cdeerce ¢f the 11th of this month (Staatsblad
No. 176}, there will be issued postage stamps
of 2% cent and of 14 cent., permitting the
Minister to fix the date of issue as well as the
colour of the stamps.

The following has been decided:

Art 1. Postage stamps of the value of 214
cents in mauve colour will he delivered to all
offices at once to be put into circulation on
receipt.

Art 2. DPostage stamps of ’4 cent printed in
red-brown will be put into circulation on the
1st of January, 1871.

Art. 3. The sheets of these new postage
stamps will contain 200 stamps.

(To be continued),
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(PBifatefy in e Eonfonies,

The Philatelic Journal of Indie.—Calcutta.

SOME NOTES ON THE STAMPS OF
AUSTRIA AND AUSTRIAN ITALY,

The nom-specialist on perusing the average
catalogue would be led to suppose that Austria
was a country which gave but little field for re-
search, and I have been told on several occa-
sions by novices that Austrin was a good
country—just so many issues and none of those
minor varieties, The following notes may, 1
think, dispel this idea if still held by any col-
lectors : —

The first two issues present by far the
greatest difficulty.  Stanley Gibbons' catalogue
gives 33 varieties and a footnote that the last ¢
exist in two types.

Catalogues for advanced collectors more
than double this number, but a syvstematic ex-
amination of many thousands of these stamps
will reveal many decided varieties not listed in
any catalogue. ‘

This is usually described was existing on
thick and thin paper and one or two varteties
on ribbed paper.

An examination of great numbers of these
stamps, however, reveals the fact that although
it is easy to make up a set on very thick and
another set on very thin paper answering to
the catalogued varieties, vet the majority do
not answer to either description, as they
graduate from thick to thin imperceptibly, and
if the owner wishes to arrange a series of shades
he will find that certain shades are never met
with on very thick nor very thin, and conse-
ruentlv he must exclude these shades from either
series and place them in a third class.

_ Tt is necessary before studving the paper to
remove the gum (from used copies only, of
course). .

These stamps arranged according to paper in
the stock books of dealers usually have the gum
still on them. This gum varies more than the
paper both in colour and thickness and com-

osition. Some is soluble in cold water—some
in hot and some not at all—but has to he soaked
and then sliced off the back in a thick glutin-
ous mass. It is this last variety which fre-

quently gives rise to thin papers with this gum

being placed in the above-mentioned stock
books among those on thick paper.
In arranging my collection of over 3,800

varieties of Austrian stamps, I first tried to
group this issue according to paper, a page
for very thick, another for medium, and
another for thin, and this answered to some
extent; but on procuring a great number of
1 kr. and 5 centes stamps I found that, although
great variation of thickness occurred, yet few
of them quite agreed with the papers of other
values. I was then led to the assumption that
the same papers do not run through all the
values, so re-arranged this issue according to
values, 2 pages or so for each value and a line
of shades (8) for each thickness.

The following is my list of papers according
to values. I may sav, however, that the smooth
paper runs through all except the 1 kr. butt
orange. '

1 kr. bright vellow—shades.

(1) on thickest mooth paper
(2) on thinner T

t kr, buff orange and orange shades.

(1) on medium hard rough paper.

(2) on thin
{3) on very thin
(4) on very thin with a twrace of

horizontal ribbing.

The orange variety may be met with printed
on both sides and is very rare unused in this
condition with gum.

2 kr. black and grey black.

’ (1) Smooth paper not varying much in

thickness.
(2) Medium rough paper.
() Thin hard rough paper.

This stamp varies less than any other of the
issue.

3 kr. red.

(1) On excessively thick paper almost
like thin card, smooth.

(2) On medium smooth,

(3) On thin, very white smooth paper.

*(4) On thick veryv rough paper.

(5) On thick hard paper.

(6) On medium rough paper.

(7) On thin rough paper.

(8) On semi-pelure hard paper.
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{(9) Vertically ribbed.
(10) Horizontally ribbed.

‘I he shades are innumerable, the conditions
of print also, as they depend on condition of
the plate, and also on the quality of the paper
and the thickness of the ink.

6 kr.

Same papers as the 3 kr. except No. 1.
Shades and conditions of print as in
3 kr.

9 kr.

Same papers as 3 kr. shades and con-
ditions also.

I have one copy on paper of the consistency
of ordinary blotung paper, but this may be due
to chemical treatment. )

I have arranged my centes values of this
issue (Austrian-Italy) on exactly the same plan,
and 1 have no doubt that exactly the same
papers may be met with all through. )

There is, however, one great difference in
the 5 centes. There is no yellow stamp as
generally listed ; it is distinctiy buff, and there
are two very distinct colours neither of which
quite agree with the normal shades of the 1 kr.,
though one may be considered the same as the
darker colour of the 1 kr.,, but the other is
totally different to the smooth paper shade of
that stamp.

I have 2 copies which are on medium smooth
paper and both are buff.

This 5 centes stamp in really fine condition
is much under-priced in catalogues. During
the Jast 12 years I have purchased every really

ood copy for sale which 1 have met with and
requently paid full catalogue prices and over,
and would be pleased to meet with others, as
I have never had a duplicate of a good speci-
men—mine being all on different papers, or
different shades or prints.

All the first issue of Austria and Austrian-
Italy are good stamps in mint condition un-
used, but with the exception of the 5 centes are
very common used on ordinary paper. Ribbed
paper, card paper, and semi-pelure are fairly
good. Reprints are on smooth paper, bright
colours and white or pale yellow green very
easily distinguished and need be no danger.

In consequence of the wearing of the dies,
roughness of paper or deficiency of ink? the
inscription K. K. Post Stempel at the top is
frequently found reading K. F, Post or Stempfl,

In the case of the 15 centes stamps this K. F.
varietv is found in conjunction with a straight
inscription of value, the normal K. K. being
found with the figures 15 sloping upwards.

1 have, however, two copies of K. F. with the
upward sloping 15,

There are two types of the 45 centes also, but |

the difference is not so clear. Mr. S. C.
Skipton, of Salisbury, told me he had a copy of
the 9 kr. with the g misplaced.

The papers on which this issue was printed
was watermarked in the middle, consequently
stamps from the central portion of the sheet
shuow portions of curved lines,

1 do not know whether all the different papers
were watermarked.

Some years ago 1 heard of 2 or 3 of these
stamps perforated 16, possibly trials. I bhave
not seen them, but they are very likely to exist,
as the fiscals issued in the same year have this
pertoration (one of many).

Forgeries of one or more values were made to
deceive the post office and specimens are
decidedly scarce. These differ from the
genuine in the wreaths at the side,

(N.B.—A copy of the j5c. is known, printed on
both sides. The impression on the back shows
parts of four stamps, one being tete-beche.
This tete-beche must therefore exist on the
plate.  Pairs being very rare, it has so far
never been seen.—Ed. P.J.G.B.)

(To be continued.)

PBrfatefy on the EContinent,

La Rerue Postale.—Geneva,

SWITZERLAND.

Below we bave much pleasure in continuing
the translation of a very good and complete
article on the essays of Switzerland, commenced
in our last number.
1363.—On tinted paper, perforated.

3c. Lemon.

3c. Dark Bufi.

3¢. Greyish violet.

3¢. Dark blue.
On sjlver paper.

sc.  Carmine.

On tinted paper, with watermark, but
not gummed.

10c. Blue.

On white paper.

sc.  Light gold.
sc. Reddish gold.
10¢. Blue,
3oc. Dark gold.
3oc. Reddish gold.
4oc.  Dark green.
ooc. Lemon.
tfr. Carmine.

On greyish laid paper, not watermarked
or gummed, but perforated.

sc.  Gold.

On light-blue paper, watermarked and
gummed, but not perforated.

10c. Dark blue.

On white watermarked paper, gummed
and perforated.

3oc. Bright red.

On white paper, gummed and perforated,
but not watermarked.

i jJoc.  Vermilion.

On blue chemically prepared paper,
which is changed when the stamp
is obliterated.

10c.  Silver.
1878.—At this time, when the colours of the
1863 issue were changed new colour trials
were made, but in order to simplify matters the
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same tvpe and only the values of 2 and 20 cen-

times were taken.

The paper is thicker than

that used for the stamps, the essays are not

watermarked and not gummed,

Imperforate.
2c. Pale rose.
2c. Red.
2c. Red brown.
2c. Brown.
2c. Green.
zc. Dark green.
2¢c. Light blue .
zoc. Ultramarine.
20c. Dark blue.
zoc. Grey.
Perforated.
2c. Pale rose.
2¢. Red.
2¢. Red brown,
2c, Brown.
2¢. Green.
2c. Dark green.
2zc. Light blue .
2oc. Ultramarine.
20c. Dark blue.
20c.  Grey.

1881-1882.—Type as adopted, on thick, white,
watermarked paper.
2c. Olive.
sc. Light brown.
1cc. Pale rose.
15¢c. Lemon.
zoc. Orange.
25¢c. Green.
soc. Navy,

We have also to chronicle here three designs
which had been proposed by a firm in Berne to
the postal administration and representing the
Rutli, the chapel of William Tell and the oath
of the three Swiss, also stamps with the head
of liberty, in which only the centre was changed,
the remainder of the stamps of 20, 25, 30, j0,
soc., 1 and 3 francs remaining.

UNPAID LETTER STAMPS.

We only know of essays in the adopted type,
printed in the same colour, but not watermark,
and gummed and imperforate.

1c. Blue.
2c. ’
3¢ 1
5C. .
20¢. .
Soc' 13
100C. '
SOOC‘ ”

ENVELOPES.

Three essays dating from the year 1866 are
known. They were not adopted, and on the
specimen we have seen marks are found, which
lead us to believe that only a very small number
were printed, and that Hurter of Berne tried to
make some alterations on them. Two were
printed on cardboard in blue rest carmine, and

. Universelle,” followed by the

the last in dark violet on light buff paper.

POST CARDS.

We only know of one essay.
bably printed in 1869, on white cardboard
measuring 1zimm. by 86mm. The lithographic
lmpression was defective, and the details of the
drawing smeared. The colour is dull mauve.
The heading was
) ) Carte-correspondence,
in thick letters measuring 4 and 64mm., below
on three lines in ordinary characters (2-3mm.),
a direction in three languages (German,
French ,and Italian). Below this Adresse-
Indirizze.  Then three dotted .lines for the
address, the first beginning with a large Aj;
the border is 111mm, by 75mm.

LETTER CARDS.

Switzerland not having adopted letter cards
no official essay can of course exist, but a
design for such a letter card was proposed by
the Lausanne Philatelic Society to be used at
the fourth centenary of the Confederation.

MONEY ORDERS.

The money order system was introduced in
Switzerland in 1867, and two essays were made
with exactly the same inscription and stamps
as adopted, but without voucher and without
figures of value. The colours were violet and
red, which were used for the values of 50 and
60 centimes,

In 1877 an essay appeared in black of the
value of 30 centimes.

It was pro-

PBifatefy in @merica,

The American Journal of Philately.—New York,

HISTORY OF THE CORRESPONDENCE
CARD AND OF OTHER ENTIRES OF
THE BELGIAN POSTAL SERVICE.

By JULES BoOUVEZ,

The convention of Paris, held Jure 1st, 1878,
for the purpose of revising the agreement
signed at Berne, October gth, 1874, and form-
ing the Iaternational Postal Union, was the
cause of important innovations and modifica-
tions in the Belgian postal issues.

Let us here take note that the convention
mentioned, substituted, in Belgium as in the
other countries of the Union, the term * postal
card” for ‘“correspondence card,” which had
theretofore been in use. It further decided:

1. That the articles might not exceed the
following  dimensions:—ILength 14 cm,,
width g cm.

2. That, as far as possible, the cards issued
specially for use in the Union should bear an
imprinted stamp and the title * Union Postale
name of the
country in which they originated; this title to
be repeated in the language of the country in
case such language should be other than French.
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3. That in addition to the single postal cards,
whose circulation throughout the Unibn was
obligatory, double cards might, by special
arrangement, be exchanged between the fol-
lowing countries :—Germany, Italy, Luxem-
burg, Norway, the Netherlands, Portugal,
Argentine Republic, Roumania, and Switzer-
land. This arrangement was made under the
following conditions : —

. 1. The two parts composing the postal cards
with prepaid answer are to pass, either one,
for the postal rate applicable to single cards of
the same origin ; .

. 2. The cards must each bear an imprinted or
adhesive stamp .for the amount of this rate, the
postage paid all to belong to the issuing country ;

3. They shall not be burdened with any

charge to the profit of the other corresponding |

country ;

4. In other respects, the postal cards with
prepaid answer shall be governed by the rules
established by the Convention of Paris.

It is to be noted that postal cards with prepaid
answer could thus be forwarded by all the
postal routes of the Union, even by way of the
countries which did not participate in this
special service. This peculiarity has given rise
to some real postal curiosities by which certain
philatelists, collectors of entires,  have profited
largely. .

Aside from conditions relating to the rate,
postal cards sent from Belgium were subject
to the same regulations which governed the
domestic circulation.  Article g of the Inter-
national Convention, however, provided that
no postal cards should be circulated which did
not fulfill the conditions of reduction of postage.

We must add that postal cards received in
Belgium from foreign countries, were to be
permitted to circulate without any hindrance
except that those bearing immeral or seditious
inscriptions were to be returned to the office of
origin.

. Pursuant to these regulations the new cards
at 1o centimes and the cards with prepaid
answer, of the value of 20 centimes, were issued,
both with imprint in red. The 10 centimes
cards of the preceding type and the single or
double cards of the issuc for domestic use con-
tinued, nevertheless, to be used in the Union,
with additional payment where necessary to
bring the postal rate to the required amount.
This additional payment was always necessary
when the cards were destined for the second
zone (rate 13 centimes).

‘We reprint below the order which produced
the new type of cards.
¥ The Minister of Public Works,

- Pursuant to the Convention of Paris, revising
the postal treaty of Berne, and the provisions
of the royal ordefs of February 28th last, fixing,
in pursuance of said convention, the rates of
postage in Belgium, on correspondence trans-
mitted by post: o :

~ Pursuant to the royal orders of 13th Novem-
ber, 1869, and 24th December, 1870, authorising
the Minister of Public Works to regulate the
colour and value of postage stamps as well as
the form of correspondence cards:

Pursuant to the orders of 29th December,
1770, 30th November, 1872, and 7th June, 1873,
relating to correspondence cards:

It is ordered,

Art. I. From and after May 1gth next, there
shall be placed at the disposal of the public
international postal cards with prepaid reply.

Art. II. The colours of these cards shall be
as follows : —

Single cards of 5 centimes and cards with
paid reply of 10 centimes, green imprint and
stamps on yellow paper.

Single cards of 10 centimes and cards with

paid reply of 20 centimes, carmine imprint and
stamps on bluish paper.

Art, III. The existing correspondence cards
shall be provisionally continued in wuse and
shall continue to be sold concurrently with the
new ones, until the quantity manufactured shall
be exhausted.

Brussels, 3oth April, 1879.
(Signed) SAINCTELETTE.

The first supply of these cards was trans-
mitted to all the post and telegraph offices in
the kingdom on the sth of May, 1879; these
offices were, however, informed that none should
be sold before the sth of May, and that, there-
after, orders must be by packages of so.

The first issue of these cards was printed on
a slightly tinted paper, the colour for the §
centimes card being buff, and for the 10 cen-
times, azure. Six months later, when the sup-
plies were distributed, in November, 1879,
cards on a dull, less tinted paper than that
previously used, but otherwise unchanged in
tvpe, were placed on sale. It was not until
November, 1880, after the introduction of the
use of a fatty ink for the printing and the can-
cellation of the postage stamps, that a slight
change was noted in the imprint of the cards
as also in the tint of the paper.

From azure blue the colour of the 10 cen-
times card passed to a perfect pale blue, and
that of the 5 centimes from buff to a pale
vellow. It was-also noted that the word

| “2zIIDE” in the notice printed on the 10 cen-

times card was printed*“ZIJDE” on the g cen-
times card of the second edition. Besides the
impression of the stamp on the latter was less
clear, noticeably in the lines of the framework
and the turn of the figure “ " where the second
line has almost completely disappeared.

(To be continued).
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The inland letter rate of Cuba has heen re-
duced from 3 cents, to 2 cents,

At the sale of the Dainter collection high
prices have bcen obtained.

Besides the varying colour of the sea in the
Canadian map stamp, several minor yarietics
have heen found.

~ Russian stamps have been surcharged for use
in Port Arthur.

In our May number we announced that
special postage stamps in connection with the
Van Dyck tercentenary would be issued. This
15 not correct. The labels issued are not used
for postal purposes.

In Wellington 2,100 2d. stamps of 1865, and
300 stamps with large star, 1873, besides a large
quantity on thin paper, watermarked N 7, have
been found.

|
i
|
i
i
|
i
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A quantity ot the rare Denmark 2 sk 1870 issue
perf. 1234 has also been found.

Madrid Filutelico published recently a sheet
of surcharges on the 25¢. brown of 18go, done in
1897, As a curiosity this sheet is difficult to be
beiten.

58 stamps, with surcharge, 20 centavos.

12 stamps, with surcharge, 2o centavos, inverted.
1o stamps, with surcharge, 15 centavos.

10 stamps, with surcharge, 5 centavos,

10 stamps, with telegraph surcharge.

Several thousand sheets of the stamps of New
Brunswick have been found and sold to a syndi-
cate at the rate of is. 3d. the set of 6 stamps.

The 20 centimes orange, of the 1882 issue of
T.uxemburg, has been found with the triple sur-
charge S.P.

The best perforation gauge we have seen for
some time is the one published by G. Hamilton-
Smith and Co. It is small, yet complcte, show-
ing all perforations from 9!4—16, the measure-
ments being on the outside, making it very
handy for gauging perforations without taking
the stamps off the sheets.

The first philatelic newspaper, journal, or
magazine was the Monthly Intelligencer, of
AManchester, England, which appeared in Sen-
tember, 1862.

In January, 1863, Moens of Brussels, Bel-
gium, issued e Timhre Poste, which was the
first paper in the Irench language, and it is
still published. In May of the same year
Magazin fur Bricfmarkensammler appeared at
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Leipzig. This was the first paper in the Ger-
man language or in Germany. In February,
1804, S. Allan Taylor, well known to fame,
issued the Stamp Collecturs’ Record in Montreal,
He then removed to Albany, N.Y., and issued
No. 1 of a new series of the same paper in De-
cember, 1864. This was the first paper in the
United States,

Nordisl: Frimaerkstidende, issued at Copen-
hagen, Denmark, in August, 1867, was the first
in any of the northern countries of Kurope.

De Timbrophilist, appearing in Amsterdam in
July, 1869 ; El Indicator de los Sellos, at Madrid,
Spain, in July, 1870; La Posta Mondiale at
Leghorn, ltaly, in August, 1873, were the first
papers in their respective countries or in the
languages of those countries.

From Mekeel's B erkly.

The “Times” correspondent at Berlin
writes : —Following the introduction of Imperial
penny postage in kngland, the German Govern-
ment has, since the beginning of this month,
reduced the postage on letiers to all the German
colonies and protectorates as well as to all
German warships at sea to the GGerman inland
rate.  1The reduction goes very much further
than that cffected in the British lmpire, for not
only do all letters up to 15 grammes go for 10
pfenning, or half an ounce for not quite 1%d,
but letters above that weight up to 250 grammes
go for 20 pfennig, or in other words, at a rate
of 2%4d. for over half a pound. It is, therefore,
now possible to send for 214d. a letter from here
to German New Guinea, which, even under
the present reduced rates, would cost 1s. 4d. if
sent from England to Indian. 'The sample post
rate to the German colonies has also been re-
duced to 1o pfennig for 250 grammes. Of
course there is no likelihood of these rates pay-
ing for a very long time to come. But the re-
forms show the great weight which the German
Government assigns to German colonial  de-
velopment and to the desirabilitv of binding
German citizens more closely to the home
country, and the rapidity, thoroughness, and
uniformity with which that Government carries
out any scheme on which it has decided.

We have just received from Messrs. Bright and
Son another British Guiana provisional. The sc.
drab and green of 1897 has been surcharged
*TWO CENTS’ The second stamp in the
seventh row has a comma instead of a full stop.

Qe Leaves fo Cuf,

Price, Catalogue Local Postage Stamps of the
World. +

We have received Part IIIL
Stanley Gibbons’ Priced Catalogue.

of Messrs,
It is uni-

tStanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London,
post free 1/3.

form in size, etc., with Parts I. and II., but
bound in pale buff, and runs to some 120 pages,
with numerous illustrations. In going through
the lists we are somewhat disappointed ; certain
countries show large numbers of omissions.
The lists of the British Railway stamps, Rus-
sinn and U.S. Locals, are the best, and as far
as our judgment goes seem to be complete.
L he Morocco issues are also fully given for the
first time. The lists of the China posts are the
worst in the hook. The following are omitted :
—All the Amoy {Ordinary, surcharges, Postage
Due and Service), Chetoo (15,20 and 25c.}),
Chinkiang (errors and Service), Chungking
Postage Due), Hankow (surcharges and 4th
issue), Foochow (all), Kewkiang (surcharges and
Postage Due), Nankin (all), Wuhu, only the first
set is given. [he first set surcharged Postage
Due and the set with Chinese characters arc
onmitted, the second set ordinary, Postage ue,
and Chinese characters; and the same sets sur-
charged “P.P.C.” are all omitted. These
“pP.op.CY sets we really think, for the sake of
the humour, should have been inserted, and we
would suggest that the name of the Postmaster
might he mentioned, as he should be immor-
talised in Philatelic history. The idea of using
the stamps to inform the world that the local
pest was going to be suppressed, and by this
means making lus ** Congé” 1s distinctly bril-
liant, .

Among the Danish Locals we also notice some
omissions, and the whole of the German Posts
(except one stamp of Berlin) are left severely
alone. Shanghai is omitted, as it was placed in
Vol. 1L

With regard to the Russian Locals there are
some notes as to the proper pronunciation of the
various names, and the spelhing has been altered
in many cases. We think that the addition of
a Russian alphabet would be most useful. At
present, for a number of collectors, the only
way of placing a stamp is to hunt through the
illustrations. By this means undoubtedly the
stamps can be named and placed, but it takes
time, whereas if an alphabet was given the in-
scriptions might be translated. We hope to
see the sugpgested addition in the next edition.

We know that possibly it may be said that the
various sets, etc., omitted were unnecessary,
and were only issued for Philatelic purposes,
that even if they were used they are of little in-
terest. Perhaps so, but the latter remark would
probably be endorsed by ail the leading lights
of the I.ondon Society, and most collectors with
regard to the whole book. For the sake of the
enthusiasts who collect these interesting
stamps, it is just as wgll to make the lists as
good as possible.  The German ILocals are,
many of them, got up tor sale to collectors, but
others are largely used, in fact of some of the
varieties more have been used, and used legiti-
mately than all the Russian Locals put to-

- gether.  Why should they be omitted
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A COLOUR DICTIONARY, by B. W, War.
hurst, 44 pp. *

For a long time philatelists hive been desir-
ing some uniformity in the nomenclature of
colours, and everything tending to obtain this
result must be viewed with pleasure.

The above, just issued, is undoubtedly a step
in the right direction, and would be more par-
ticularly so if catalogue compilers, gencrally
the first and worst offenders as far as wrong
colour descriptionsare concerned, would only study
and follow it,

The work contains 58 colours, and a diagram
showing the various colour combinations and
their nimes. This diagram 15 intended to con-
vey to the reader the various grades which can
be obtained by the mixing of the different
colours.

An alphabetical list of colour names, with
description of each shade, concludes the work
and 1s not the least good feature.  But why the
author puts * Egyptian Blue " in the diagram
and then omits the specific colour description,
we cannot understand.

wc hope the book will have the good sule it
deserves and will fulfill the author’s wish, and
also that of all earnest philatelists, namely, to
give to each colour onc name. ILet this name be
what it is, cither simple or compound or funcy,
but when once settled let this name be used by
all, and much annoyance and useless writing will
be avotded.

THE ADHESIVE POSTAGE STAMPS OF
EUROPE, by W. A. 5. Westoby. Part X,,
64pp.t

The tenth part of this work has just been
issued, and contains Romagna {continuation),
Roumania, Roumelia, Russia, Russian l.evant,
Livonia or Wenden, and San Marino (first part).

‘T'his part testifies, like all the preceding ones,
to the grreat philatelic knowledge of the author,
and although the work is more intended for
the general collector than for the specialist, vet
the latter will find many hints and points given
which will be of very great use to him. In the
first issue of Moldavia we find the author stating
that they were printed in sheets of four rows of
eight stamps. That the sheets were of this size
wias unknown to us, and we should be very
thankful to the author if he would kindly give
us his reasons. We also miss the statement
that the stamps of the 1862 issuc were used
again during the interval between the deposi-
tion of Prince Couza and the accession of Prince
Charles, i.c., from the end of February to the
end of July, 1866.

On page 194 it shouwld read: “The 10 bani
yellow and the 15 bani, etc.,” not 25 bani.

*Stanley Gibbons Ltd., 39i,, Strand, London,
Price 2/6.
+Upcott Gill, 180, Strand, London, Price 1/-.

The seventh issue, the su-called “defective”
issue, i3, however, not so bad as made out.
The early impressions are practically as weli
executed as the siamps of the same value of
1871 ; at least we have seen copies which were
classified amongst and sold as the 1871 issue,
whereas they belonged undoubtedly to the 1872
issue. Lven the colour of these specimens is
deep blue, not the washed out shade of the later
impressions.

But apart from slight inaccuracies like the
above, the work is exceedingly well done, and
as a standard work should be found in every
philatelic library. We have no hesitation in
recommending it to all our readers,

REPRINTS OF POSTAL ADHESIVES, by
E. D. Bacon.*

This is the latest, and without doubt the most
complete, work on the subject of reprints that
has ever appeared. The knowledge of the
writer is so well known that readers of the work
in question may be quite sure that the list word
has been said on the subject up to the date of
guing to Press, The only omissions are those
of the Confederate States and  United States
Private Posts.  The necessary information, we
are told in the preface, was not to hand, and it
was deemed better o omit them alwogether
rather than give what might only wrn out to
be misleading particulars.

Reprints may be described as impressions of
obsolete stamps from the same die, plate, block
ot stone as that used to produce the originals,
but when impressions arc printed directly from
the original engraved die, or from a new plate or
stone made from that die, they are usually in-
cluded under the same term. Where a new
die has had to be made, owing to the luss or
destruction of the original, the impressions have
reccived the namc “ Official Forgeries,” Some
cases {United States) have occurred in which
stamps have been specially printed during their
tssue for various purposes, and these wre also
considered as reprints, as they werc never
issued to the public for usec.

Reprints mav further be divided into Official
or Private, the former being those printed by
the Government issuing the stamps, and the
latter by privite  parties, into whose hands,
either legitimately or otherwise, the plates, etc.,
have fallen, ‘T'he first are of most interest, and
in the majoritvy of cases are scarce, some arc
very scarce.  The second are those which have
griven to reprints their bad name. Interested
parties have printed thousands and thousands
of copies, and they have been distributed
broadcast. We can only hope that in the future
dealers of repute at least will not lend them-
selves to this method of making money,

*Stanley Gibbens, Ltd., 391, Strand, London,
Price 4/3 Tost free.
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Truly Manchester philatelists

The can be proud of their lxhibi-
Manchester tion. It is undoubtediy the
Exhibition. finest cver held. ‘The guantity

and also the quality of the

stamps shown has never been surpassed, the
arranging of the various classes has been ex-
cellent, the staying and hanging was uniform
throughout, and the place simply perfect. In-
stead of having too much space our Man-
chester friends were at their wits’ end to find
space for the multitude of good exhibits sent
in, and we understand of some, only portions,
1.e., the best part of the exhibits, could be dis-
played.

The work of the Committee must have been
very great, yet which true philatelist would not
at any time he delighted to help and further
our hobby?  Without exception the visitors
were unanimous in praising the Exhibition,
and no doubt all of them have taken pleasant
recollections home with them.

11 the ghost of Sir Rowland Hill had wandered
through the various galleries, it must have
been struck with surprise, if not wonder at the
development of the scheme he proposed only
sixty-two years ago. Mr. . Henniker Heaton,
successor to Sir Rowland Hill, in agitating for
postal reforms and cheaper rates, opened the
Exhibition, and although not personally a col-
lector, yet had the greatest sympathy with our
hobby.

The opening ceremony, as well as the other

| entertainments and the awards, will be found

in another place; a description of the various
exhibits will appear in our next number. The
short time left at our disposal before vur pub-
lishing date compels us to do so in order to
enable us to do full justice to the collections.

Looking through the exhibits

Hope of the Manchester Philatelic Ex-
there is no hibition it is impossible that the
Need. (question does not occur to the

onlooker: *“Do all these stamps
belong to the exhibitor”?  This question un-
doubtedly will come to the fore, and in some
instances very pertinently so. In some cases
cven the ownership of whole collections is a
matter of doubt, a fact which is very hard to
prove, but which nevertheless exists.

Let us take for instance the case of u young
collector showing a very nice collection, con-
taining rarities of the first rank; we mean
stams costing five pounds and upwards, Has
he collected them, or has he had them given
him by a loving father or uncle? And if so,
should he have the credit? We know it i< very
difficult 1o draw the line in such cases, vet at
the same time it is unfair competition. Then
there is the class that borrow some of the stamps
they are short of, in order tv make a complete
exhibit.  Who but the parties concerned in such
a transaction can or will tell? The worst of all
is the man that exhibits a coliection which does
not belong to him at all, and even in such a
flagrant case it is almost impossiblg to provide
a decisive proof in the short time the judges
have at their disposal before the list of awards
is published.

If the trouble of ascertaining all such facts
were thrown upon the judges, whose work is
already one of love, we should not be able to
find any that would undertake the already heavy
enough task they have so ungrudgingly under-
taken, a task which, in a good many cases, is
thankless enough.

W e trust such doubtful cases have not arisen
at the Manchester Exhibition; but if there
should be, they must be left to the consciences of
their perpetrators,
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@R Post Office on Wheels,

The postal wagon has, according to the
“ Baltimore Sun,” been introduced for the first
time in the system of rural mail free delivery
for Carroll County, which has been inaugurated
by the Post Office Department.  The experi-
ment was eminently successful.  The mail
taken out by the wagon for delivery was large ;
there were 238 ordinary letters, six postal cards,
201 newspapers and circulars, and five pack-
ages. ‘Lhe wagon collected 36 letters, four
postial cards, and two registry receipts, received
one application for money order, two registered
letters, and collected and delivered three letters
alung its route.

The plan will give to rural residents through-
out the United States the same conveniences as
to collections and deliveries of mails as city
residents enjov.  The idea of such a service
originated with Edwin W. Shriver, of West-
minster, who submitted plans and estimates tu
the Government, with a design of the wagon to
be used, known as the “travelling post office” or
“post office on wheel<.”

The selection of Carroll County was made,
first, because it was the home of the originator
of the scheme, and second, for the more practical
reason that the physical formation of Carroll
County is such that if the experiment proved
successful here, taking into consideration its
hilly and rolling country, its population, etc.,
it would prove successful in any county or State
of the Union.

The route was as follows :—Westminster to
Wartieldsbury 4 miles, to Baile 2% miles, to
Donnings 2% miles, to Long 114 miles, to Craw-
ford’s Store 2 miles, to Taylorsville  mile, to
Wintield 2z miles, to Gist 5 miles, 1o Klce’s Mill
1 mile, to Bird Hill 2z miles, to Smallwood 2
miles, to Fenby 2 miles, to Westminster 23
miles, making a total round trip of 30 miles.

‘I'nis route takes in abuout 300 families, cover-
ing a territory of 20 square miles, seven miles
broad at its widest point.  The wagon received
an ovation at a number of places, notably at
Crawford’s Store and at Winfield, where large
crowds were congregated. The people every-
where showed great interest in the experiment,
In some places along the route private mail
boxes had already been erected, with the owners’
names stamped on them in large letters.  The
wagon travelled over an earth road the entire
di-tance.

More than half the trip was covered by eleven
o'clock, when the wagon reached Gist Post
Oftice. Here the party rested for an hour, the
guests of Francis J. Albaugh, where they took
dinner. Westminster was reached at 3.30 p.m,,
nearly two hours ahead of schedule time.

‘The pestal wagon is a well-built covered con-
veyance, with side doors, fitted up inside with
facilities for handling and distributing mails,
and doing all the work of a well-equipped little

post oftice.  The postal clerk inside the vehicle
may do his work while riding along quite as
comfortably as one in a postal car on a railroad.

Correspondence,

The Editor of the “ Philatelic Journal of
Great Britain.”

Sir,—A great deal has been written on the
subject of approval consignments of stamps
sent to India by post beihg charged customs
duty on the full value, but we venture to think
our experience in one particular case puts in the
shade anything else vet recorded.

On Octobher 27th, 1898, we sent a small book
of staumps, value £22 12s. 8d., by registered letter
addressed to a collector in India. The letter
was opened in India by the customs officers,
and our customer was informed he could have
it on pavment of 17 rupees (£1 2s. 8d.) for duty.

He declined to pay unless he could first see
the contents of the letter, whereupon he was
told that he would have to sign the receipt for
the letter before he could be allowed to inspect
its contents. This he did, and after examina-
tion, finding he would not be likely to buy
enough to justify payment of duty on all, he re-
fused to pav, and handed the lagtter and contents
intact back to the postman.

Some time subsequently, our customer, to his
surprise, received o letter from the postal
authorities informing him that as he had signed
the receipt, it was an acknowledgment of taking
deliverv of the cover, and that he must pay the
L1 2s. 8d. duty, or they would proceed against
him for it and stop all his letters until it was
paid!  The local postmaster advised him to
pav under protest and leave the cover and con-
tents with him, to be forwarded to the Postmaster-
General,  This was done, but no further com-
munication was received by our customer up to
the time of his leaving India in March. We
then took the matter up, and wrote three times
to the Postmaster-General of Bengal. The only
replies we got were:—1ist, a formal acknow-
ledgment of receipt of our letter; and 2nd, a
request for an exact copy of the receipt we ob-
tained for the registered letter!

Finally, on May 27th, exactly seven months
after the letter left here, the book was returned
to the addressee, who was then in England, and
who at once sent it on to us.

The duty paid under protest has not been
repaid, notwithstanding the fact that the stamps
never left the custody of the Post Office whilst
in India, and no delivery took place.

The foregoing is a plain statement of facts,
and needs no comment from us.

We no longer send approval consignments to
India, except to customers who agree in writing
to take all risks and to pay any duty that may
be demanded.—Yours faithfully,

WHITFIELD KING & CO.
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Serbia.

By GEO. B. DUERST.
(Continued from page 99.)

B setting-up.
I para yellow, lemon perf. 9% x 12}, 12, 12 x imperf.
10 pare brown, light-brown perf. 12.
10 ,, reddish-brown (1876) ,, 94, 12.

10 ,, orange » 12,123 x 12
20 ,, blue . w 9 X 12, 12X9Y, 11% x12, 11} x12%, 12/ x 12,12 x I1
11X 12, 11X IL}4, 12)% x 11}, 014, 11, 12.
25 , rose »w 9%,12,9% x 12, 12X 9%, 9% x 11}, and imperf.
40 ,, violet » 12,9)% x12,12% x 12.
dark green w 9%,0M x12,12.

50 3
The above perforations have been found by me, the following list is taken from Gebr Senf, but as
the two settings-up are not given, it is impossible for me to say in which setting-up they exist.
Perf. 114, pare 10, 20, 35
1 9 ” 35
w 9x1I1lz , 10,15, 35
w 9X94 »n 10, 25
» 9x12 n 1, 10, 25, 40
n 94K X9 .+ 50
w 9¥xIllg , 35
» 9 X 12)4, 10,15, 35, 50
w 9% x13 4, 35
w 11 x124% , 20
w 11X x11 , 20
» 11%x9M%, 20 25
» 12X9 » 10, 20
w 12X9% ,, 15, 40,50
w 12Xx11% . i, 20
w 12X12¥ , 1,20
” 12% x 1o, 25
w 12X x 114, 10
» IZlexI2 , 1,50
B : on slightly yellowish paper.
(a}  First setting-up.

10 paras brown perf. 9% x 12
15 ,, orange-yellow n 9¥ XxIz
20 , blue w 12

25 , carmine » OM x12
35 » light green w 94 x12

40 , violet »w 94 Xx12,04%

50 ,, dark green w 9¥ X12,04%

) (b) Second setting-up.
35 paras light green perf. g}z x 12
40 ,, violet » 94 x12 12x94%
50 , dark green » 9 x 12

C: on very thin white wove Ppaper, semi transparent.
(a) First setting-up.

2§ paras carmine perf. 9%4
40 ,, violet s 12
so ,, dark green w 94 x 12 12
(b) Second setting-up.
1 para yellow, lemon perfl. 914 x 12

10 paras brown, dark brown |, g% x 12, 12
20 ,, blue, ultramarine w 12,11x12, 11} x 11, 12% x 12
40 ,, violet n 12
The 1 para value was issued in 1872 imperforate.
A : on white wove paper.
1 para light yellow  first setting up.
Iy » ” second ,,
B : on toned wove paper,
I para light yellow first setting up.
For newspaper a stamp of the value ofp 2 paras being required, a new die of a very similar design
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was made, but the inscription at the top now reads: K Srb. Potschta” instead of the word
“ POTSCHTA.” Printed in colour on medium thick wove paper. Imperforate.
2 paras black, grey-black first setting up.
2 » » second 4, »
B : on toned paper.
2 paras black first setting up.
2 p ) second ,,

The second setting up of this value can always be recognised apart from the distance between
the stamps by a white spot behind the ear, and that the letter T of Potschta is broken. It is said that
the second setting up was never officially issued, and that the stamps showing the flaw were printed
from a purloined die which was faulty, and therefore taken out of the plate.  Genuinely used copies
exist undoubtedly, but the majority of the specimens found are unused and are remainders.

This value is also found perforated. owing its origin to private enterprise and speculation.
Vil Issue: November, 1880.

Portrait of Prince Milan IV. in general's uniform en face to the left in an oval between branches
of laurel and oak ; at the top Serbia, and at the bottom Potschta, both in Servian, in the lower corners
large figures of value. Coloured impression on white wove paper. Printed at Belgrad, and perforated
i3x 13)%.

This issue is very badly printed, sometimes the impression is gquite blurred.

5 Bani,-light green, green, olive green, blue green.
10 , rose, carmine rose, aniline rose.
20 ,, yellow orange, dull yellow.
25 ,, light blue, blue, ultramarine, violet blue, prussian blue.
5o , brown, dark brown, brown violet.

1 Dinar, violet, mauve.

The 1o and 25 Dani exist imperforate.
VIIL. Issue: March, 18go0.

Portrait of King Alexander 1. en face to the left in an ornamental frame, at the sides of which
there are laurel and oak branches. At the top “Serbia,” at the bottom * Bani” in Servian ; in the
lower corners large coloured figures. Printed at Derlin on white wove paper, and perforated 13 x 13%4.

5 Dani, green, blue green, dark green.
10 ,, red,rose,
15 ,, violet, light to dark.
20 , yellow orange,
25 , Dblue, prussian blue.
50 , brown, dark brown,
1 Dinar, lilac.

The 20 Bani exists imperforate.

IX. Issue. November, 1804.

Portrait of King Alexander 1. to the left in an oval, at the top Serbia, at the bottom value in
figures and letters. Printed in Belgrad on granite paper. Perf. 13 x 13'%.

5 paras, green, dark green.
10 ,,  rose, carmine.
15 ,, lilac.
20 ,,  orange, yellow orange.
26 ,,  blue, dark blue.
1 Dinor, dark blue, green.
1896.
Same design. Perforated 13 x 13%2. On coloured wove paper.
1 Dinar, red brown on pale blue.
1897.
Same design. Perforated 114, On white wove paper.
1 para, brick red.
Also perforated 13 x 13%.
1 para, brick red.
Unpaid Letter Stamps.
Issue of 1st May, 1895.
Doublc-headed eagle with large figure of value in the centre.
Printed on granite paper and perforated 13 x 132
5 paras lilac.
10 , blue
20 ,, red-brown
30 ,  green
5o ,, rose
Error—
5 paras rose )

Eleven sheets of the § para value were printed in error in the colour of the 5o para value, but it is

very doubtful whether these sheets were issued. All the copies I have seen so far were unused,
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THE MANCHESTER EXHIBITION, 18¢9.

The first international exhibition of stamps
in the provinces was held at Manchester from
the 29th of June to the sth of July. It was
organised by the Manchester Philatelic Society,
which bad formed a special committee for the
purpose and also a guarantee fund to meet
any contingencies. The total value of the ex-
hibits 1s estimated at about £300,000.

A very large gathering of visitors were pre-
sent at the opening ceremony, which was per-
formed by Mr. J. Henniker Heaton, M.P. Mr.
W. Dorning Beckton presided, and those on
the platform included the Lord Mayor and the
Lady Mayoress, the Postmaster, and Messrs.
G. F. H. Gibson, Ernest Petri, and G. B.
Duerst. Mr. Henniker Heaton, the champion
of ocean penny postage, in celebration of which
this Exhibition was held, was eminently fitted
to perform such a ceremony, and the Committee
must be congratulated in securing him for this
purpose,

Mr. Henniker Heaton, in declaring the Ex-
hibition open, expressed first of all his acknow-
ledgments for the help he had received from
Manchester in carrying out the reform to which
he had devoted so much of his life. It had
been wittily said of him that the task of his
life had been that of sticking the British
Empire together with a postage stamp.  For
that reason probably he had been honoured by
the invitation to open this important Exhibi-
tion. They were well aware that the invention
of the postage stamp made penny postage suc-
cessful in England.  Without this simple in-
vention he trembled to think of the enormous
difficulties there would be now, if every one of
two thousand million letters posted in the United
Kingdom annually had to be handed to the
local postmaster with a penny coin for each.

Although naturally gratified at the honour
conferred upon him in selecting him to open
the Exhibition, he felt that he must not appear
under false pretences. He had, it is true, de-
voted himself with more or less energy to push-
ing the general use and consumption of stamps,
but his aim was less artistic or philatelic than
utilitarian, And even if he incurred the pity-
ing censure of those present, he would confess
that a stamp which had been used and oblite-
rated was more interesting to him than one of
virgin bloom and freshness. Those liule
blurred and blackened scraps of gummed
paper were the wings of thought; they repre-
sented the intercourse of mind with mind, of
nation with nation. He supposed each collec-
tor had an ideal stamp before his mental eye,
one of unequalled beauty and value. The
most precious one in his collection (for he had
one after all) was a post card which made the
tour of the world in a little over ten weeks, and
which was so covered with ringed impressions
in a dozen languages that it looked like a
target heavily scored upon. It might surprise
them to hear that he had long heen trying to

abolish, or at least largely supplant, the ad-
hesive stamps. But they were not to be
alarmed ; it was a great convenience to be able
to buy a stamp at any post office. It would be
a greater boon still if we could stamp a letter,
a card, or a newspaper “paid” at any pillar-box
on the “penny-in-the-slot” principle.

Mr. Henniker Heaton, in concluding, offered
some hints to collectors. He advised them not
to huy damaged stamps or rare stamps adver-
tised as cheap, because the latter were gener-
ally forgeries. Boys who collected stamps
knew more about geography than those that
did not. He congratulated them upon their
hobby. A hobby, in his opinion, was essential
to a well-constituted mind, and it was well that
a hobby should be both harmless and instruc-
tive and enlarge the knowledge of the world.

The Lord Mayor of Manchester, in moving a
vote of thanks to Mr. Henniker Heaton, said
that the saving to Manchester alone by the
pemny ocean postage was between f5,000 and
£0,000 a year.

‘The Postmaster of Manchester, in seconding,
observed that Mr. Henniker Heaton was popu-
larly supposed to be the “ bete nowir™ of the
Post Ofhce by the officials of that department.
He wished, however, to disabuse him of that
impression, and to assure him that they were
only too anxious to second his most unselfish
and patriotic efforts for the good of the British
public, but it did not always follow that the
excellent proposals he made would receive the
sanction of the ‘L'reasury.

The vote of thanks was carried unanimously,
and Mr. Henniker Heaton, in replying, said he
always desired to treat with the Post Office in the
conciliatory spirit indicated by the last orator. He
believed before that day year it would be pos-
sible to telegraph throughout Europe for a
penny a word, and to India and China for 6d.
a word; and that next Christmas time they
would have fifty thousand Christmas grectings
by wire from relatives in all parts of the world.

On the evening of the opening day the Lord
Mayor entertained Mr. Henniker Heaton to
dinner in the Town Hall. A number of gentle-
men were invited to meet him, including the
seven judges, Baron de Worms, and Messrs.
Beckton, Gibson, Petri, Abbott, and Duerst.
In his speech, Mr. Henniker Heaton very
strongly advocated the formation of a telegraph
union.  There was no doubt, he said, that a
reduction in the charges for foreign telegrams
would create an enormous increase. He
thought it was absurd that people had to wait
three weeks for a message to come from India.
It had to be done, however, because the high
fees for telegraphing would run away with all
profit. He said that land telegraph communi-
cation was only a fifth of the cost of sea tele-
graphing, and a land line would carry five
times the number of messages. If there were
cheaper communication with Russia, that
country and England would he better friends.
He believed that the more correspondence
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passed between two countries the
would be the ties of friendship.

The following night the judges and several
members of the Manchester Society were again
invited by the Lord Mayor to a conversazione
at the Town Hall.

At the Exhibition dinner on Saturday night,
which was well attended and a. great success,
the list of awards was read by Mr. Castle. Some
- of the awards gave rise to much surprise ; others
were hailed with loud applause. it was at an
enrly hour when most ot the guests left,

The conversazione, on Tuesday night, was a
great success, being well attended. ‘The phila-
telic sketch was followed attentively, and the
various allusions to well-known phlhtehsts were
heartily applauded.

The Exhibition closed on Wednesday night.

Amongst the visitors we noticed Messrs.
Lemaire (Paris), DPhilipps, Peckitt, Giwelb,
Buhl (London), Baron de Worms (Brighton),
W. Brown, S. C. Skipton (Salishury), Stock,
Kosack (Berlin), Beddig (Hanover), T. W.
Wilson (Birmingham), Th. Ridpath (Livei-
pool), J. ¥. Peace (Sheffield), Halfpenny (Liver-
pool), etc., ctc., too numerous to mention.

LIST OF AWARDS.

stronger

CrLass I,
Division 1.—Goid Medal,
Silver Medal, W, ‘T, Willett,
Edgar H. Selby.
Division 2.—Non competition.
Division 3.—Silver Medal,
bottom. Bronze Medal, Wm.
C. Skipton.

Harold J. White.
Bronze Medal,

J. E. Hegin-
Brown and S.

Crass I
Division 1, A.—Gold Medal, Baron A. de
Worms, for Cevion. Silver Medal, Harvey R.
G. Clarke, for New South Wales. Silver
Medal, H. J. Duveen, for Briti<h Guiana.

B.—Gold Medal, Vernon Roberts, for Cape
of Good Hope. Silver Medal, H. J. Duveen,
for Newfoundland. Silver Medal, C. Stewart
Wilson, for India. Bronze Medal, F. Ransom,
for I'rinidad.

C.—Silver Medal, lidgar H. Selby, for Bar-
bados. SilverMedal, W. T. Willett, for Nevis.
Bronze Medal, H. M. Hepworth, for Barbados.

D.—Silver Medal, ILeslie I.. R. Hausherg,
for Grenada. Bronze Medal, J. W. Mercer,
for Grenada. Bronze Medal, J. C. North, for
Cyprus,

F.—Silver Medal, Leslie I.. R. Hausherg, for
Jamaica and Hong Kong. Bronze Medal,
Vernon Roberts, for Gambia and Gold Coast.
Bronze Medal, Baron A. de Worms, for Lagos
and Sierra ‘T.eone. Extra Bronze \Iedal G.
Fred. H. Gibson, for Gibraltar and Malta,

Division 2, A,—Gold Mecdal, W. Grunewald,
for France and Monaco. Silver Medal, W, B!
Avery, for Switzerland.  Silver \ch1l w.
Dormng Beckton, for Roumania with Moldo-
Wallachia.  Bronze Medal, I.. Einstein, for
Swutzerland. Extra Bronze .\fcdal, Tieutenant

Georges Dumont, for France and Spain.

B.—Gold Medal, Ernest Petri, for Modena
and Tuscany, Silver Medal, Oswald Giliert,
for Modena and Tuscany.

C.—Silver Medal, J. H. Abbott, for Servia,
Bulgaria, Southern Bulgaria, and Eastern
Roumelia. Silver Medal, Herbert R. Oldfield,
for Servia, Bulgaria, and Montenegro. Bronze
Medal, G. B. Duerst, for Roumania.

D.—Silver Medal, Herbert Buckley, for Nor-
way. Silver Medal, J N. Marsden, for Portugal.
Bronze Medal, A. H Harrison, fur Norway.

Division 3, A.—Gold \1edxl Wickbam
Jones, for Japan. Silver