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J anuary 15 th, 1898.
\V. Herrmann, of Berlin, has sold practically 

his whole collection for ,£1,600 to Izor Dezso, of 
Budapest.

A large collection of stamps changed hands 
a short time ago in Johannesburg. The price 
paid was ^ 1,700, no doubt the largest deal of 
its kind that has ever taken place in South 
Africa.

The “ Weekly Circular” states that an im
perforate sheet of the current penny stamp is 
said to have been issued recently at Ports
mouth.

We also heard of a sheet being issued lately 
having the impression on both sides of the 
paper of the penny value.

If an unused stamp in your collection has 
full gum, it does not follow it is o.g.

There is talk of a Philatelic Exhibition in 
New York this summer. Are the Yankees 
jealous of the success of our own?

21,000 stamps of t franc of “Madagascar et 
Dependances” have been printed with the in
scription in blue instead of red in error.

The following are the numbers of the stamps 
of Uruguay surcharged “ Paz, 1897” :—

1 centesimo ......... 150,000
2 centesimos ......... 100,000
5 ,,   200,000

10 ,,   50,000

No Reduction in Canadian Postage.— 
With the tst inst. a reduction of international 
postage was to have been made by the Canad
ian Government. The good intention has, 
however, been postponed. The Dominion 
authorities have found that a matter like this, 
involving the co-operation of other countries, 
cannot be managed by a stroke of the pen. 
They have been advised, at any rate, from Lon
don that it will be well, in the first place, to 
have a conference on the subject, so as to bring 
about mutual postal conditions between the 
various colonies and the mother country. Pend
ing this conference the proposed reduction is 
in abeyance. Th*e belief in the Dominion is 
that when a decision is arrived at it will be on 
an even more popular basis than that originally 
contemplated. The issue, it is thought, will 
mean a lowering of colonial periodical and 
newspaper rates as well as letter postage.

The “ Deutsche Briefmarken Zeitung,” the 
self-appointed all-round critic, retails in the
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December number our discovery of forged cur
rent 2d. stamps of New South Wales, published 
by us in July, and gives as source the "C . de
T. P.

What next) It seems that the combined 
stamp dealers in San Francisco have made an 
arrangement with the Newton Gum Company 
to supply the Company with a quarter of a mil
lion of stamps on the understanding that they 
put one stamp and an advertisement of the 
dealer supplying the stamp in each package of 
pepsin gum put up. It is furthermore pro
posed to give a premium to anyone bringing 
one hundred of these advertisements to the 
firm issuing them. It is thought that this will 
induce a good many to collect.

Our friend M. Grignard, the Editor of the 
“ Revue Philatelique Franchise,” presents his 
readers with the photographs of the two Post 
Office Mauritius lately acquired by M. Lemairc 
with the Legrand collection. We are afraid 
this will be the only state most collectors will 
ever possess them in. As we stated already in 
November, ,£1,920 was the price they changed 
hands at.

For stamps on sheets marked with prices a 
duty of 8 per cent, on the total amount has to 
be paid at Constantinople. If the acceptance 
of the opened parcels be refused 1 per cent, 
duty has to be paid

Investments in Postage Stamps.—Mr. 
James Field, in his inaugural address in Lon
don, as president of the Auctioneers’ Institute, 
said that one of the more recent uses to which 
auctions had been put was the sale of postage 
stamps. The extraordinary volume of these sales 
might be graspedfrom the fact that in the nine 
years since these auctions were started one firm 
had sold about ,£150,000 worth of stamps. Dur
ing the earlier years the average was low, but 
now £ 20,000 per season was a moderate turn
over. For the past twelve or eighteen months 
it had been a lament to him not to be the free
holder of a public-house ; but next to the pos
session of such a mine of wealth, it would appear 
that to inherit a first-class collection of used or 
unused postage stamps was not a bad substitute. 
A fair price for a Barbadoes five shillings sur
charged penny stamp would be 100 guineas ; 
for a Mauritius twopenny blue post paid unused 
stamp £ 140 ; for one which has been used, 
£92 ;for a. Ceylon fourpenny rose stamp, £130  ; 
a United States Brattleborough stamp, £90 ; a 
Cape penny error stamp, £65 ; a fourpenny 
ditto, £52 ; a New Brunswick shilling unused 
stamp, £ 4o;and  a Sandwich Island five cent, 
blue damaged stamp, £ 34. Therefore a col
lection of ordinary size would run into a very 
large sum of money, and philately appeared to 
have lived over the period through which it 
might be called a craze, and the collection of 
stamps to have become a profitable investment.

A woman who had recently begun collecting 
stamps read an advertisement about Plate 
numbers. She evidently misconstrued the 
meaning of “ Plate Numbers,” for she actually 
went into a china shop and enquired if they 
had any “ Plates ” with numbers on them.—From 
N. Y. P. --------

The Postmaster General of Germany has pro
posed to the Postal Departments of Bavaria and 
Wurtemberg to issue return letter stamps, these 
of course to be used only between these three 
countries. The new stamp, it is said, will ap
pear similar to the Belgian Sunday stamjis 
with a special coupon under the stamp. This 
counon contains the necessary inscription, is 
detachable, and has to be put upon the return 
envelopes. --------■

Prophecy is often rendered absurd by the 
event; but it is not often that one comes across 
quite so ludicrous a disparity between forecast 
and fact as the following. Turning over the old 
numbers of “ Chambers’s Journal,” we come 
across an'article (May 20, 1837) on the project 
of penny postage, then under discussion. Says 
the writer: —

We consider this one of the most visionary 
schemes ever put forth. Mr. Hill, like most 
political economists, commits the blunder of 
making no allowance for the passions, the feel
ings, the habits, and the stupidities of man
kind. Imagine everyone having to buy stamps 
beforehand for his letters, or having to pay a 
penny with every letter posted ! . . . Look
ing at human society as at present existing, we 
are sure that it would never work.

It is reported that only 800 specimens of t ie  
Peso Chilian Tax stamp have tiecn issued, if 
this be true, this stamp will undoubtedly be
come one of the rarest stamps of Chile.

In another column will be found the first 
circular of the new S.S.S.S. Our readers 
know we do not quite agree with this move 
ment and as we nave absolutely no hope that 
the Society will or can succeed in stopping 
anv government from issuing any* new set we 
only look upon their efforts as thrown away.

The New Greek Stamps will be out end of 
this month.

(jten> &eat)ee fo Cuf>
Better late than never and in this case it is 

not our fault as we did not get a copy of this 
catalogue for review in time for our last num
ber. We would impress all publishers to send 
us their papers, &c., direct as requested, they 
can in that case rely on prompt review.

Senf’s Catalogue this year appears in a 
“ violet” cover and presents a very good ap
pearance, clear print, good illustrations, a 
large number of explanatory footnotes, and a 
list of nearly all the recent discoveries make it 
an invaluable help to every collector.
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Prices have not gone up so much all round 
as we expected. Some countries notably 
Servia, Austrian Mercuries, Finland, Japan, 
and a few more have, however, experienced 
a considerable rise. Plate 225 of our id. red 
is now 10s. instead of 5s., whereas Plate 9 of 
the l/£d. red remains at 7s. 6d.

We can only recommend this catalogue to 
all collectors feeling sure that they will profit 
by its perusal.

Les Timbres—Posle ties Romagnes, by
E. DlENA. Published by J. B. MOENS— 

Brussels.
This work has been reprinted from the 

columns of the “ Timbre-Poste,” where it has 
appeared during the last few months. From 
time to time we have already given extracts 
to our readers, and shall therefore not be able 
to say much more of its contents.

The work is well printed, the illustrations 
are plain, and we congratulate the learned 
Doctor on writing about sixty pages on the 
stamps of a country of which most collectors 
only possess the regulation 9. Mr. Moens 
fills the remainder of the volume with an ex
planation, how the dies came into his possess
ion, what he did with them, and the most 
salient points of recognising the reprints.

•S cott’s Standard Postage Stamp 
Catalogue, 1898.—New York.

The 58th Edition of this catalogue has just 
come to hand, and is a worthy successor to the 
last.

The introduction is the same as last, except 
that iarge illustrations of the two dies of the 
British Colonial stamps are added.

The post cards have been left out this time, 
a gain of some sixty pages.

To print minor varieties in smaller type after 
each normal stamp is a very good idea, and 
can only be applauded.

Print, naner, illustrations, are very good, a 
considerable number of notes have been added, 
which no doubt will be of great benefit to every 
collector.

A great feature is of course a complete list 
of the stamps of the United States, no less 
than sixty pages being devoted to this subject.

'1 he price is extremely reasonable, and we 
can only recommend the work to every collec
tor.

Nunn’s Directory of the Stamp Dealers 
of Great  Britain .—Bury St. Edmunds,

This is a very handy directory, and will be 
found of great benefit to all collectors, when 
in want of a new source to fill a few empty 
spaces in their collections, and the price should 
reallv not debar anybody from buying a copy.

Candidly speaking, we did not know there 
were so many dealers in Great Britain ; now 
that we know where to find them, we have 
no douot but that all wants will be easily 
filled.

We are very much obliged to our friends, 
Messrs. Williams and Co., of Lima, for the 
following letter correcting an extract from the 
Revista Argentina in our July number.

We are always glad if our friends and cor
respondents will write us regarding such 
errors, because we cannot possibly be held 
answerable for errors that appear in other 
philatelic papers, and which we either reprint 
or translate for the benefit of our readers, if 
we had to check every item of news that we 
cull from other papers (always stating the 
source) the life of our editor, we are afraid, 
would not last very long.

Friendly corrections like the one below we 
shall ever have great pleasure in inserting.

Lima,

October 14th, 1897.

The Editor P./.G.B., Salisbury.
Dear Sir,—We note you reprint a list of the 

surcharges of certain towns of Peru, taken 
from “ La Rcvista de la S. F. Argentina.” We 
have not seen this valuable publication, but 
we are informed on good authority that the 
author of the article on Peru’s is well-known 
and active in these surcharges, living in Lima, 
and in that case he has doubtless included 
many of his own make. Anyhow, there are 
no other legitimately surcharged Pisco other 
than the 5c. blue, while you note three other 
denominations in this list.

As you state, “ All catalogues seem to vary 
in these stamps,” and it is for this reason prin
cipally which decided us to issue a thoroughly 
trustworthy descriptive catalogue of all legiti
mate varieties of Peru, which we are now at 
work on. We have written for the “Revista,” 
and will write you further on examining it. 
We arc also preparing an album spaced for all 
varieties of Peru, With descriptions. We ex
pect to have it in the printer’s hands next 
month, and will send you a copy for review.

Yours very truly,

W illiams and Co.
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J anuary 15th, 1898.

With this number we com- 
Ourselves. merce our eighth year, and 

we cannot omit to say a few 
words upon such an auspicious occasion.

Able leaders, genial editors, the help and 
friendship of our numerous readers have en
abled us to make this Journal the success it 
is at the present time, and although we have 
had to lose Mr. Scott Stokes during the last 
year,we do not think that the alterations we have 
introduced have led to any deterioration; on

the contrary, the flattering remarks of our 
friends and more than that the many para
graphs that have been copied and translated 
by our contemporaries from our columns are 
the best proof, if any such proof be needed 
outside our subscription list, that the P.J.G.B. 
is still a first favourite with collectors.

Every year specialism is coming more and 
more to the front, and by the publication of 
paners written by some of the best philatelists 
of the day we have contributed our mite to
wards the higher phase of philately. Our papers 
on the stamps of Cyprus, Austria, 1850 issue, 
Roumania, San Marino, and on Gums have 
undoubtedly been of great benefit to collec
tors, and we shall in the new volume continue 
to bring first-rate articles written by the best 
specialists. We have secured a series of such 
articles by Mr. W. Doming Beckton, on the 
Stamps of the Straits Settlements, surcharged 
for use in the Native Protected States. These 
articles will deal with all the latest discoveries, 
and amplify and extend the work published 
by Mr. William Brown in 1894.

On the other hand, we have not forgotten 
the “ New Collector,” and as we know from ex
perience that more and more collectors com
mence every year at 1890, we shall do our best 
to help them in their endeavours. Our com
plete “Novelty List” will convince everybody 
that this branch of philately caused by the 
ever increasing difficulty to obtain a good 
general collection from 1840 has our careful 
attention.

Our list of “ Dangerous Forgeries” has, we 
f.ope, been studied, and prevented our readers 
from buying many a worthless stamp.

Our “ Review of Reviews” has brought ex
tracts from the most noteworthy articles that 
have appeared in the contemporary press, and 
wc trust has been of great value and interest 
to our readers, and it will be our aim to make 
the same more ample if possible.

We are always glad to receive letters from 
our readers, and shall insert them, even if 
necessary open a column for discussion, if we 
deem the subject interesting enough.

The question, whether pub- 
Stamp lishers infringe the law when 

Illustrations, illustrating stamps in journals, 
albums, catalogues, etc., has 

come a step nearer to solution, as our readers 
will see from a letter, which Messrs. Stanley 
Gtobons, Limited, have received from the 
Secretary to the Board of Inland Revenue and 
which wc print in another column.

It is needless to say that the Inland Revenue 
officials still affirm to be in the right as regards 
the point of law, although we have had it 
on the very highest legal authority that this is 
very much open to doubt.

They have, however, recognised that the ob
ject is innocent, and that a considerable in
dustry has of late years sprung up in connec
tion with pmlately. Under these circum
stances (no doubt our “ innocence ” has had a
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great deal to with it) neither the Postmaster- 
ueneral nor the Board of Inland Revenue de
sire to prohibit the illustration of postage 
stamps, so long as no danger to the Revenue 
arises from its continuance.

It is, therefore, proposed that all publishers 
have to comply with the following regula
tions : —

(1) That all illustrations must be in black. 
This we agree with, as we have found from ex
perience that black shows the design or minor 
varieties much better than colours.

(2) The Board of Inland Revenue must be 
consulted before any black illustrations arc 
made, etc., etc. Reading this clause literally 
leaves tne question of illustrations in our 
opinion, exactly where it was before as far 
as journals are concerned. We all know the 
delays of red tape, and by the time we should 
get permission to illustrate a certain new issue 
our Journal would long have appeared. Makers 
of albums or catalogues would of course not 
be affected, as they have ample time to await 
the necessary permission.

We do not, however, see why this clause 
should not be extended so as to make it work
able from the journalistic point of view, and 
at the same time to amply safeguard the 
Revenue. Immediately the authorities de
cided to re-consider the position they had taken 
up, and resulting in the letter referred to, we 
do not doubt that the reasonable spirit evinced 
in the letter will be followed by the issue of 
reasonable conditions under which we as Phila
telic journalists may hereafter work.

We think that the thanks of all connected with 
Philately in Great Britain either as collectors, 
dealers, publishers, editors or printers, owe a 
debt of gratitude to Mr. C. J. Phillips, of Messrs. 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., for the immense amount 
of trouble that he has taken in obtaining a 
settlement of this matter.
WHAT SANTA CLAUS MAY HAVE 

BR O U G H T!
By a Correspondent.

To M. P. Castle:A complete set of Canadian 
Jubilees.

To H. J. W hite:A full pane of Great Britain 
£ 1  brown-lilac with anchor watermark.

To W. B. Avery:A few more “ Post Office-' 
Mauritius to fill the rows left for them in his 
collection.

Mons. P. la Renotiere.—The three stamps 
required to complete his collection.

To W. T. W illett: A pane of 2s. brown Great 
Britain.

To E. J. Nankivell: Punctual appearance of 
the Record.

To W. D. Beckton : A few sheets of Greece 
(Paris prints).

To C. J. Phillips: Another Ayer Collection. 
To J. A. Tilleard : A fortnight’s rest.
To W. Morley: A few more plate numbers. 
To Major Evans: Some more Indian States 

issuing stamps.
To F. Breitfuss: Less heat next time he is 

judging.

To R. Ehrenbach: An augmentation of his 
fleet.

To the S.S.S.S.: Contentment in their work, 
if not in the results.

To the Manchester Philatelic Society: A few 
more medals.

To the Birmingham Philatelic Society: A 
better philatelic result than swapping stamps. 

To the readers : Some long desired stamps, and 
To the P.J.G.B.: A greatly increased sub

scription list.
PO ST AG E STAMP ILL U STRAT10 N S.

Inland Revenue,
Somerset House, London, W.C.

5th January, 1898.
To Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Limited,
Sirs,—Referring to the correspondence 

which took place with your firm last year, I 
am directed by the Board of Inland Revenue 
to inform you that they have recently con
sidered, in conjunction with the Postmaster 
General, the subject of the illustration of Pos
tage Stamps by stamp dealers and others.

All such illustrations are—as the Board are 
advised—an infringement of the law.

It is, however, recognised that the object in 
view in those cases where the illustrations are 
intended for the use of stamp collectors, etc., 
is an innocent one, and that a considerable 
industry has of late years sprung up in connec
tion with their production.

In these circumstances neither the Post
master General nor the Board of Inland 
Revenue desire that the practise should be 
prohibited so long as no danger to the Revenue 
arises from its continuance.

They propose, therefore, in future to ab
stain from interfering in all cases in which the 
following regulations are complied with.

1 . —Illustrations must be in black alone. 
The Board will not abstain from interfering 
where the same are in colour, no matter what 
may be the size of the illustration.

2. —The Board of Inland Revenue must be 
consulted before any black illustrations are 
made ; and, if they decide not to interfere, it 
will be on condition that they are satisfied as 
to the proper custody of the dies, blocks, plates, 
etc., and that their officers are to be always 
free to visit the premises where the same are 
kept.

3. —This concession will be limited to certain 
special classes of publications such as stamp 
dealers’ catalogues, books on stamps, stamp 
albums, articles in newspapers, periodicals, 
etc. Permission will not be given in any cir
cumstances, for ordinary advertisement pur
poses.

I am at the satne time to state that it must 
be understood that the Board reserve to them
selves the full right to withdraw this conces
sion in any case in which they may deem it 
necessary to do so.

I am, Sirs, Your Obedient Servant,
(signed) T. N. CRAFER,

Secretary.
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Safifee
i.—SOUR GRAPES.

A foxy philatelist, who loved stamps a great 
deal more than grapes, either sweet or sour, 
had almost completed his collection of Altruria. 
Only one stamp was missing, but alas ! 
that was the famed Ahrurian piovisional cata
logued at rive hundred dollars. Long did the 
philatelist seek after this variety; he looked 
through all the dealers’ stocks in the vain hope 
of finding it priced with common continentals ; 
he traded much with small boys, thinking it 
possible that it might be hidden in some of their 
collections and so be obtainable in exchange 
for one of the new Labuans or Congoes; he 
sent many exchange lots to Altruria, a hundred 
stamps of the United States for the same num
ber of that land, trusting that some incautious 
or ignorant correspondent might send him the 
rarity; finally in desperation he even bid as 
much as ten dollars for the stamp at auction 
sales, but he never got it.

What then did this wise collector do ? You 
may be sure at least that he did not spend five 
hundred dollars outright and buy it. No, in
deed, he just thought the whole matter ove 
and came to the following conclusion: Tms 
stamp is only a provisional to begin with ; many 
authorities—who like myself do not possess it— 
doubt very much whether it was ever legiti
mately used for postage at all ; it is not a 
pretty stamp ; there seems to be something 
speculative about i t ; in short, I do not think 
that I can afford to mar the spotlcssness of my 
collection by admitting such a scallywag as 
this, and I won’t have it at all.

M oral: Specialise in Holland, Norway, etc., 
where there are no five hundred dollar stamps.

2.—THE HOY COI.LECTOR.
The boy collector pasted his stamps in an 

old day-book by the aid of a bottle of very thick 
and very dark mucilage w'hich he had ab
stracted from his father’s office. Hut he was 
happy in his collection even if the stamps were 
as firmly fixed as the laws of Nature.

Hut along came the wise collector and told 
him that he had committed a philatelic un
pardonable sin. Promptly then the b. c. pro
vided himself with hinges, and at the expense 
of much labour and many disintegrated speci
mens soaked the stamps off, dried them and 
hinged such as still held together in his book.

Scarcely, however, had he completed his self
congratulation over this work when another 
friend ridiculed his old book, and told him 
that if he wanted to make any show whatevo. 
in the philatelic world he must have a printed 
album. The boy saved his pocket money and 
bought one of the cheaper kinds, to which 
again, after much labour and not a few addi
tional ruined stamps, he transferred his col
lection.

Still another stamp authority next appeared, 
and told him that unless he had the “ Inter
denominational” album, he was “ not in it.” 
So the boy sawed wood, obtained this, and 
again transferred his stamps with great exer

tion and many losses.
And yet once more there came the advanced 

collector, and ridiculed the “ Interdenomina
tional.” He told the boy that the blank album 
was the only proper thing.

The boy got a copy of this only after careful 
hoarding of his pocket money for many 
months ; but alas! for all his dream of happi
ness. His stamps were now so torn and sodden 
and cracked and wrinkled, by soaking and 
pasting and tearing off pages, that not a single 
one of them successfully stood the ordeal of 
transfer to the new book, and he was left with 
an album it is true, but without a collection.

M oral: You cannot please everybody, even 
in collecting stamps, also, perhaps, might be 
added, “ Too many cooks spoil the broth.”

3 .—THE WOLF.
Certain shepherds had long been wont to 

watch over the sheep and lambs who dwelt 
happily in the philatelic fields.

Now there were numerous wolves who prov/ted 
around, onlv waiting the fitting opportunity to 
attack the flock. This they were afraid to do 
because the shepherds by calling for aid could 
immediately summon assistance from the vil
lage that lay near by.

So, for long years, the shepherds had little 
defensive work to do, and many of them oc
cupied their leisure in publishing and writing 
for papers in the philatelic fields.

Hut, after a while, certain of them either 
grew nervous or thought they would have a 
little sport, so they vigorously set up the cry, 
“ the wolf ! the wolf” !

And then what a tumult arose! The friends 
of the shepherds flew to their defence with such 
precipitancy that they had almost trampled 
the sheep under foot, and they did not find a 
single enemy. The shepherds mumbled some
thing about Seebecks and speculative stamps 
but the guards who had been called in promptly 
gave them a piece of their mind, and said that 
in their opinion the tumult had done the sheep 
more harm than all these imaginary enemies.

Shortly after this incident had quieted down, 
the shepherds again raised the cry of “wolf,” 
and the guards came to their rescue, but with 
not so much alacrity as before. This time the 
shepherds made some claims about hard times, 
but the guards scouted the explanation with 
more energy than before, and said that they 
did not believe that the sheep in the philatelic 
fields had been in any real danger whatever.

And now, at last, the wolves did attack the 
sheep. There could be no doubt of it ; they 
were hard beset this time, and Speculation was 
the name by which the shepherds called the 
chief of the wolves. But regardless of how loud 
the shepherds called for help, none replied. 
The guards had been deceived by the cry, wolf! 
wolf! too otten before. And so the wolves made 
dreadful havoc, and many were missing from 
the once happy flock that dwelt in the phila
telic fields.

M oral: Don’t cry until you are hurt.
F rom Meekeel s Weekly Stamp News.
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W ig - l j f l  .
BY

G e o . B. D u e r s t .

Schleswig-Holstein situated in the north of Germany between that country 
and Denmark has been for centuries the apple of discord between them, the two 
duchies and also Lauenburg which politically belonged to them continually chang
ing hands, now belonging to Denmark with the King of Denmark as their Duke, 
now under the nominal sovereignty of the German Emperor and ruled by their 
own Dukes.

To follow all the internal feuds and give an account of all battles fought would 
lead me too far, but a few of the principal events will no doubt be interesting to my 
readers.

The first church built on Danish ground ̂ vas erected at Schleswig in 850, the 
country evidently then belonging to Denmark. In 034, however, it was ceded to 
Germany, and Henry I. established it as a separate dependency under the name 
of “ Danish Mark.” The Emperor Conrad II. gave the country back to Denmark 
in 1025. The Wendish tribes revolted and founded in 10G6 a mighty empire 
under Kruko. This empire comprised Mecklenburg, Holstein, Schleswig, 
Lauenburg, Stormarn and Dithmarschen. The Emperor Lothair appointed about 
the year 1230 or 1231, Duke Adolphus of Schauenburg Duke of Holstein, whereas 
Schleswig was left with Denmark, and Lauenburg was given to Henry of Badewide. 
In 1459 Adolphus V III, Duke of Schleswig and Holstein, died and his uncle 
King Christian I. of Denmark (the first ruler of the Oldenburg line), was elected 
Duke of Schleswig and Holstein on the 5th of March, 1470. One of the principal 
clauses in the act of succession was “ that these two countries should be undivided for 
ever ” (ewich tosammende ungedeelt). About the year 1500, however, King John 
divided the countries again, and his brother Frederic received Tondern, Hader- 
sleben, Tyle, Steinburg, Trittow, Oldenburg, Plbn and Kiel, whereas King John 
retained Flensburg, Sonderburg, Norburg, Hanrove, Rendsburg, Haseldorf, 
Apenrade and Segeberg, be., the northern portion. By the treaty of Roeskilde in 
February, 18G5, Schleswig and Holstein were declared to be independent of Den
mark. This treaty, however, was never carried out, and the two duchies were 
sometimes united with Denmark, and sometimes independant, and under the rule 
of their own dukes. In 1720 England and France confirmed the conquest of 
Schleswig by the Danes, while Holstein was considered as belonging to the 
German Empire under the sovereignty of their own dukes. At the end of the 
Napoleonic troubles both duchies were left with Denmark, although it had been 
decided, that only Schleswig should belong to Denmark. On the southern gate 
of Rendsburg there is to be found the inscription “ Eidora Romani Terminus 
Imperii,” meaning that the river Eider is to be the frontier of the Roman Empire, 
and the decision of dividing the two duchies was based on it. In 1840 the question 
arose, whether Schleswig and Holstein should belong to Denmark or not, and 
when the Danish Congress petitioned the King to proclaim that Denmark, 
Schleswig, Holstein and Lauenburg, should be one united monarchy, the German 
population of the three latter provinces appealed to the German people and ex
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pressed the wish to be free from Denmark, and to become independant Duchies 
affiliated to Germany. An insurrection broke out in 1848, but was subdued by 
the Danes in 1851, and it was not until 1864 that the German Congress asked 
Prussia and Austria to interfere. The consequence of jtbis step was the war of 
1864 which ended by Denmark cedirg Schleswig, Holstein, and Lauenburg to the 
victors. These, however, could not agree altogether, sometimes the two duchies 
were governed^by both, sometimes Schleswig by Prussia and Holstein by Austria. 
The war of 1866 between Austria and Prussia left the three duchies with Prussia.

Geographically Schleswig and Holstein are bounded on the north by Jutland, 
belonging’to Denmark ; on the east by the Baltic, Liibeck, and Mecklenburg; on 
the west by the North Sea; and on the south by Mecklenburg and Hamburg* 
The population is 1,150,300, and the area 7,273 square miles.

The currency'at this time consisted of
1 Mark Courant (Hamburg) = 16 schillinge = 1/2
1 ,, (Lauenburg) = 1 6  „ = 1/-
1 Rigsbankdaler = 96 skillings = 2/3

|_ A  study of these various currencies-will facilitate greatly the understanding of 
the stamps.

From the foregoing historical sketch it can be clearly seen that the stamps of 
Schleswig Holstein should be divided into the following periods ;
A : Schleswig-Holstein (Provisional Government. Seat of Government at

Bendsburg). 15 Nov., 1850—1 Feb., 1851.
B : „ ,, (Danish Government), 1 Feb., 1851—1 March,

1864.
C : Schleswig (governed by Commissioners appointed by Prussia and

Austria. Seat of Government at Flensburg). 20
Feb., 1864-24  Jan., 1865.

D : Holstein (governed by Commissioners appointed by Prussia and
Austria. Seat of Government at Kiel). 1 March,
1864—24 Jan., 1865.

E : Schleswig & Holstein (governed by Prussia and Austria combined. Seat of
Government at Flensburg). 24 Jan., 1865—
31 Oct., 1865.

F : Schleswig (governed by Prussia). 1 Nov., 1865—1 Nov., 1866.
G : Holstein ( „ „ Austria). 1 „ 1 8 6 5 -1  „ 1866.
H  : Schleswig & Holstein united with Prussia. 1 Nov, 1866.

Period A.
Schleswig-Holstein.

Provisional Government.
Capital Kiel. 15 Nov., 1850-1  Feb. 1851.

Already in the year 1849 the Postmaster of the provisional Government had 
thought of issuing postage stamps in order to facilitate the work of the postal 
officials and made the necessary enquiries in Belgium regarding the manufacture 
and the cost of the dies, plates, paper, and printing, but it was not until March, 
1850, that the Treasury submitted a proposal to the Chamber concerning the 
introduction of postage stamps.

(To be continued.) ,
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(proSustonaf £efecp*aj>0 
jjfatttpB of 3nbta,

By C. Stewart-Wilson.
These stamps are lumped together in the 

London Society’s Handbook on India and Cey
lon as having been issued in September 1881. 
Finding that no official documents appear to 
have been relied on in fixing this date, I thought 
it worth while to enquire into the matter more 
closely by enlisting the kind help of the Super
intendents of Stamps in Bombay and Calcutta. 
Unfortunately white ants have destroyed 
several papers which would have been useful, 
but the following facts are anyhow made 
clear: —

1 . The stamps on which the surcharge 
“ Telegraph” was made were the fiscal stamps 
known as “ special adhesives.”

2. The two annas value was issued probably 
about September, 1881.

3 . The one anna value was surcharged at
a later period, and probably issued about 
March,, 1882. "

4. The four annas value was surcharged 
last of all, and probably issued about May, 
1882.

5. The whole provisional issue was recalled 
in March, 1883, and then destroyed.

6. The overprinting of the one and four 
annas values was done entirely by the Super
intendent of Government Printing, Calcutta.

7. The two annas value appears to have 
been surcharged at Bombay as well as at Cal
cutta. This would seem to follow from the 
first letter printed below taken in connec
tion with the fourth, and I am further confirmed 
in this opinion by the fact that two distinct 
varieties of the surcharge exist on this value, 
one being much larger than the other,

I now leave it to our members to read the 
following papers which bear on the subject: —
I. Extract from letter from the Superintendent of

Stamps, Calcutta, to the Superintendent of Stamps,
Bombay, No. 1137, dated gth August, l88t.

“ My stock of two anna Telegraph Stamps being 
exhausted, the Government of India has authorized 
the issue of two anna Special Adhesive Stamps or 
impressed labels over-printed with the word ‘ Tele
graph.’ I enclose a copy of the Government tetter 
No. 2003, dated 26th ultimo, for your information 
and guidance.”
II. Extract from para. 1 of Government of India's

letter to the Superintendent of Stamps, Calcutta,
No. 2003, dated Simla, 26th July, 1881.

“ I am directed to authorize you to print the word 
‘ Telegraph ’ on the two anna impressed labels and 
issue them as Telegraph Stamps of that value until a 
supply of the proper stamp is received from England.”
III. Extract from letter from the Director-General 

o f Telegraphs, dated 33rd fanttary, 1882.
“ Bombay is out of 1 anna Telegraph Stamps. Do 

you know if he has plenty of those Judicial Stamps or 
whatever they were across which you had the word 
Telegraphs printed ?

“ He must be supplied with some kind of 1 anna 
stamp pending the arrival of those from England 
shortly expected.”
IV. Memo, on above written in office of Superintendent

of Stamps, Calcutta, dated 13rd Janua y, 1882.
“ We cannot say whether Bombay has got a supply 

of 1 anna Special Adhesive Stamps or not. \\ e have 
a supply of 31,000 labels and can spare 8,000 lalrels 
for conversion into Telegraph Stamps at present. By 
‘Judicial Stamps 1 Mr. Teale evidently means special 
adhesive stamps because last year we converted 2 
anna Special Adhesive Stamps into Telegraph 
Stamps.”
V. Copy of letter No. 150, da ted 36th January, 1882, 

fiom the Supe intendent of Stamps, Caleutta,
to the Government of Itidia.

“ I beg to report that the Superintendent of 
Stamps, Bombay, is out of 1 anna Telegraph Stamps, 
and Madras is very low. I therefore solicit the sanc
tion of Government to have the word ‘ Telegraph ’ 
printed over one anna Special Adhesive Stamps and 
to issue them as Telegraph Stamps for use in Bombay 
and in Bengal and Madras, if necessary, pending the 
arrival of the regular 1 anna Telegraph Stamps.”

VI. Reply to above, dated 2nd Feb ua-y, 1882.
“ In reply to your letter No. 159, dated 26th 

January, 1882,1 am directed to state that the Governor 
General in Council sanctions the issue of 1 anna 
Special Adhesive Stamps with the word 1 Telegraph ’ 
printed over them for use as Telegraph Stamps in 
Bombay, and in Bengal and Madras, if necessary, 
pending the arrival of the supply of 1 anna Telegraph 
Stamps.”
VII. Copy of a letter No 224 dated 2nd February,

1882 from the Superintendent of Stamps, Calcutta,
to the Superintendent of Government Printing.

“ I have the honour to forward herewith 200 sheets 
of 1 anna Special Adhesive Stamps (each sheet con
taining 80 Ial>els), and to request that you will be so 
good as to enface them with the word ‘Telegraph’ 
over the coronet as before and return them to this 
office as soon as possible.”
VIII. C-py of letter from Superintendent of Stamps, 

Bombay, to Mr. Stcmirt- Wilt n. dated 23 d
September, 1897.

“ 1 and 4 annas values of impressed labels were, 
it appears, surcharged with the word ‘ Telegraph ’ in 
1882. There is nothing to show that this was done 
in Bombay.

“ They were added to the stocks of Telegraph 
Stamps, and no distinctive account was kept.

“ They were called in in 1883, and destroyed.
“ There is nothing to show the number of stamps 

surcharged, nor the date of issue.
“ Their use was sanctioned by letter of 2nd 

February, 1882, from the Superintendent of Stamps, 
Calcutta, for 1 anna, and letter of 1st April, 1882, 
for 4 annas. Their destruction was ordered by the 
Director-General of Telegraphs on 17th March, 1883.”

From the Philatelic Journal of India.

T»0eefe TBtftJm
EDINBURGH.

" The Scottish Philatelic Society.” That is 
a new name. The Edinburgh and Leith 
Philatelic Societv expired on the 6th of Decem
ber last, and phoenix like this new society has 
sprung up full of vigour, full of promise, and 
likely to have a much more extended influence!
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It has already met with good support, as many 
as fourteen new members having been added 
to its number, and these are from the first 
rank of collectors in Edinburgh.

There is plenty of scope for a good society 
in Scotland, and there is no reason why the 
Scottish Philatelic Society should not be a 
success. !

The management is in the hands of a com
mittee wno are most likely to carry on the work 
energetically. The election of a President has 
been postponed; but Mr. Smart, the Vice-Pre
sident will meanwhile also act in that capacity, 
'ihe offices of Secretary and Treasurer are 
in the hands of Mr. William Fish, M.A., 106, 
Gilmore Place, who has taken an active part 
in the re-organizing of the Society, and who 
will be glad to receive applications for mem
bership from responsible collectors.

George Watson’s Philatelic Society has at 
present gone holiday-making, but we under
stand that its Exchange Packet is nevertheless 
on its round ; and no doubt it will be carried 
on with renewed zeal when school work again 
begins.

Before the holiday the syllabus for the season 
had been drawn up, and a beginning made by 
a “ Lecture” from the Secretary on the “ Ele
ments of Philately,” which was well received. 
May the Society and its “ lecturers” continue 
to prosper, and be long received with what is 
known in Edinburgh as a “ Watsonian 
Whisper.”

President, Mr. M. P. Castle, J.P. ; Vice-Pre
sident, Major Evans; Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer, Mr. H. R. Oldfield, Effingham 
House, Arundel Street, Strand, London, W .C .; 
Committee of General Management, Mr. R. 
Ehrenbach, Mr. E. J. Nankivell, Mr. J. A. 
Tilleard, Mr. Gordon Smith.

NOTICE is hereby given that the Special 
Committee of the Philatelic Society, London, 
having taken into consideration the undermen
tioned issues, are of opinion that the same are 
speculative or unnecessary.

In making public the above opinion this 
Society recommends collectors to refuse to 
purchase the undermentioned stamps, and so 
assist the Society in preventing ,the issue of

stamps intended mainly for the purpose of sale 
to collectors and speculators. This practice 
if attended with successful results is calculated 
to seriously prejudice the interests of all Phila
telists, and to bring Philately into disrepute.

1 . CANADA.—Jubilee set.—The objec
tions to these stamps are that the set includes 
high values for which there is no postal use, 
and that certain of the values were not issued 
to the public in the regular way, and could 
only be purchased in complete sets, and not 
separately.

2. NEWFOUNDLAND.—Cabot Issue.— 
This is wholly unnecessary and did not super
sede the regular issue, the plates having been 
destroyed after a limited number of stamps 
had been printed.

3. NEW SOUTH WALES HOSPITAL 
STAMPS.—These were entirely unnecessary 
for postal purposes and were only made avail
able in order to induce collectors to buy at en
hanced prices.

4. VICTORIA HOSPITAL STAMPS.— 
The same remarks apply to this proposed 
issue.

5.  ' LEEWARD ISLANDS.—Overprinted 
“ Centenary.”—This was a temporary issue en
tirely unnecessary for postal purposes. The 
remainders are being offered for sale by Public 
Tender, and as an inducement it was officially 
stated that the die used for the overprinting 
had been destroyed.

6. MAURITIUS.—Proposed Jubilee Issue. 
—It is believed that the usual objections will 
apply to this issue. Collectors are advised to 
regard it with suspicion until it has been ascer
tained whether it is intended to be of a per
manent nature, or merely commemorative.

7. URUGUAY. — “ Paz” Issue. — The 
stamps were available for only three days in 
September, 1897, and were not issued to meet 
any postal requirements.

8. BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA.—An an
nouncement having been made that a stamp 
in commemoration of the completion of the 
Railway as far as Buluwayo was to be issued, 
the Committee are pleased to state that the 
London officials of the Company have given 
their assurance that no such issue will be sanc
tioned.

9. OLYMPIAN GAMES STAMPS.—The 
condition under which these stamps have been 
issued having been modified, so that they have 
now become a permanent issue, the objections 
mentioned in a previous circular no longer 
apnlv.

By Order of the Committee, 
HERBERT R. OLDFIELD,

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer.
November, 1897. ;
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JANUARY, 1898, REPORT.

President—•
His Honour Judge Philbrick, Q.C.

Honorary Vice-Presidents.
E. Hawkins, J. P., Bury St. Edmunds.
Vernon Roberts, Manchester.
R ev. W. Bell, Cork.

Vice-Presidents—
II. R. Oldfield, London.
W. Dorning Beckton, Manchester.
H. L. Hayman, London.

Committee—
F. EMPSON, Birmingham 
W. Hadlow, London.
W. G. Hawkins, London.
J. E . J oselin, London.
W. B. Kirkpatrick, Bournemouth.
W. Matthews, London.
S. C. Skipton, Salisbury.
B. W, Neave, London.
C. T. Reed, London.
W. S ilk, London.
B, W. Warhurst, London.

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer—
T. H. Hinton, 5, Paultons Square, Chelsea, London,

S.W.
Exchange Superintendent—

Dr. Marx, Rolandseck School. Ealing, London, W. 
Hon. Librarian—

B. W. Warhurst, 15, Paultons Square, Chelsea, 
London, S.W.

Hon. Counterfeit Detector.
W. Hadlow, 331, Strand, London, W.C.

Hon. Solicitors—
Messrs. Oldfield,- Bartram & Oldfield, St. 

Stephen’s Chambers, Telegraph Street, Moorgate 
Street, London, E.C.

MEMBERSHIP.
Candidates for admission must be over 18 

years of age, and supply at least two satisfac
tory references. They will then be proposed 
for election, and if no objection be lodged 
within fourteen days, be duly elected. The 
entrance fee, 2s. 6d,and subscription, 5s,should 
accompany the application, and will be re
funded in the event of the non-election of the 
applicant.

The following are now proposed in accord
ance with the above : —

John Edward Leighton, 6, Chestnut Grove, 
Mapperly Road, Nottingham.

Proposed by W. Brown, seconded by T. H. 
Hinton.

Frederick Gerhartz, 81, Aireville Terrace, 
Frizinghall, Bradford, Yorks,

Proposed by W. E. White, seconded by W,
B. Kirkpatrick.

NEW MEMBER.
268. Zdenko Johann Pallansch, K.K. Post 

Official, III./2, Salmgasse 1 , Vienna, Austria.
RESIGNATIONS.

The following resignations received during 
the past year are notified with regret: —

17 A. Buchan .................. Wood Green.
79 J. Bach de Sciorac ......  Kensington.
154 W. Cail ..........Newcastle-on-Tyne.
208 David Davis ..............  Birmingham.
167 Lieut.-Col. A. Ely...Clonmel, Ireland.
230 J. Laurie Haynes .....  Cambridge.
61 T. W. Hall .....................  London.
134 E. Levey .........................  Liverpool.
126 W. G. M adely..............  Birmingham.
92 W. J. Martin ............ Falmouth.
128 F. Seyde ...................... Birmingham.
149 W. B. Simpson...Far Headingly, Yorks.
195 W. A. Sissons ..........  St. Louis, Mo.
16 J. Schloss .........................  London.
47 H. Thompson .................. London.
265 A. Maxwell Tod ...Burton-on-Trent.
The Hon. Librarian acknowledges with 

thanks “ Home Worker ” from Knoxville, 
Tenn., U.S.A. ; “ Philatelic Messenger Re
view" from St. Stephen, N .B .; “ Le Moni- 
teur Philatcliquc ,” Gand, Belgium ; “ Oester- 
reichischc Briefmarken Zeitung Review,” from 
Trieste.

All donations to the Library gladly received 
and duly acknowledged.

NOTICES.
Subscriptions for 1898 are now due, and the 

Secretary will be pleased to forward mcmber- 
suip cards on receipt of same; also applica
tion forms and rules to those desiring to in
troduce new members.

THOS. H. HINTON,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer of the 

Int. Phil. Union.
5, Paultons Sq,, Chelsea,

London, S.W.
Jan. 10th, 1898.

Suburban Stamp E xchange Club.—Three 
December packets were made up and des
patched on the 27th inst. The total number 
of sheets received was smaller, but their aggre-



12 P hilatelic Journal of G reat B ritain Jan. 15, 1898.

gate value amounted to ,£1,972 14s. iod. Some 
rare stamps, in good condition,were contributed 
and the percentage of sales should be high. 
July accounts were submitted as soon as these 
packets came back from their supplementary 
rounds. August packets are expected back 
about January 15. Six new members have 
joined during the past month, and two resig
nations have been accepted. It is requested 
that all members will use Club stationary, a 
supply of which will be forwarded on applica
tion.—Secretary, H. A. Slade, Ingleside, St. 
Albans. December 3 1st 1897.

Manchester Philatelic  Society.—Presi
dent, W. Doming Beckton ; Vice-Presidents,
F. Barratt, Ernest Petri; Hon. Secretary, A.
H. Harrison ; Assistant Hon. Secretary, C. H. 
Coote * Hon. Treasurer, G. B. D uerst; Hon. 
Librarian, J. C. North ; Committee, W. Grune- 
wald, W. W. Munn, J. H. Abbott.

The sixth ordinary meeting of the present 
session was held at the Grand Hotel on Friday 
evening, the 26th November, the President in 
the chair, supported by the following members 
Messrs. Abbott, Buxton, Coote, Duerst, Gib
son, Grunewald, 1 Harrison, Jones, Munn, 
North, Ustara, Oxley, Pemberton, Petri, and 
Roberts.

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and confirmed, and the date of the annual 
dinner was altered, from the 17th December, 
to the 5th January.

The programme for the evening was a paper 
on the Production of Postage Stamps, read by 
Mr. J. C. North, who gave some interesting in
formation on this complex subject. The 
various stages, from the initial manufacture 
of the paper, down to the final process of per
foration, were described in detail.

The seventh ordinary meeting of the session 
was held at the Grand Hotel on Friday evening, 
the 10th December, the President in the chair, 
supported by 14 members.

After the usual formal business had been 
transacted, Messrs. T .H. Broomhead of Man
chester, and William Brown of Salisbury, were 
elected ordinary members of the Society.

On the motion of the Hon. Librarian, a 
vote of thanks was passed to the following 
gentlemen for donations to the library, viz., 
Mr. M. P. Castle, “ The London Philatelist," 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Limited, “ The 
Monthly Journal,” Mr. H. Hilckes, 2 volumes 
of his “ Auction Epitome,” The Scott Stamp 
and Coin Co., “ The American Journal of. 
Philately,” and Mr. W. Brown, “ The Philatelic 
Journal of Great Britain.”

Mr. G. B. Duerst then read a very interest
ing paper on the issues of Schleswig-Holstein, 
dealing with the successive changes of Govern
ment in the two Duchies, which necessitated 
the various alterations in the inscriptions and 
values in these stamps. The different types 
of the 1 J4 shilling were minutely described in 
the paper, which was followed with the closest

attention, and highly appreciated by all pre
sent.

A very fine selection of the stamps under dis
cussion was sent for the occasion by jMessrs. 
Stanley Gibbons , Limited.

A. H. Harrison, Hon. Sec.
Grasmere, Whitefield, near Manchester.

17 th December, 1S97.
British  African  Stamp E xchange.— 

The January Packet was despatched on 4th 
inst., and contained stamps to the value of 
just over ,£43 NET (not 50 per cent, discount), 
being an increase on December packet of more 
than £6  nett. Credit balances for December 
were settled the day following return of packet, 
remittance being enclosed when members’ 
sheets were returned. This club being affil
iated to the Stamp Exchange Protection 
Society, onlv thoroughly reliable members are 
admitted. Rules, etc., may be had on appli
cation to C. J. Endle, Secretary, “ Kings- 
borough Cottage,” Boscombe, Hants,

During the Winter 1897-98 the Imperial 
Postal Administration will maintain communi
cation, by sea and by land, between Peking, 
Tientsin, Newchwang, Chefoo, Shangai, and 
Chinkiang.

BRITISH EMPIRE,
Great Britain. We hear that the id. Army Official 

has appeared on sheets marked 1 V ’ in corner.
Barbados. Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. have sent 

us copies of the Jubilee Stamps. The size is 
that of the Great Britain 5/-, and in the centre 
is the device on the ordinary stamps in a 
diamond, all in a rectangular frame inscribed 
with name at top, ‘ VICTORIA : R : I ’ at left 
and ‘ 1837—1897’ at right, and value at 
bottom. In the corners between the diamond 
and the frame are the quarterings of the Royal 
Arms. Watermark Crown C.C., Perforated 14.

id . grey, value carmine, 
id. green* 
id. rose.
aid ultramarine.
5<3. olive-brown.
6d. mauve, value carmine.
Bd. orange, „  ultramarine, 
tod. blue-green, value carmine.
2.6 black, value orange.

Bechuanaland. The D.B.Z. has received the cur
rent British Stamps surcharged in block capitals 
• BECHUANALAND ’ — ‘ PROTECTOR
ATE ’ in two lines, 

id. black and vermilion, 
id. ,, ,, lilac,
ad. „  t, green and red.
4d. ,j 1, brown and green.
6d. n t, brown on red.
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British East Africa. The same paper mentions that 
the current high values have been increased in 
size by the addition of an ornamental frame, 
and are now watermarked Crown C.C., Per
forated 14.

ir. ultramarine.
ar. red-brown.
3r* deep violet.
4T, carmine.
Sr. black-brown.
1 or. yellow-brown.
20c. yellow-green.
5or. lilac.

Canada ' "Messrs. Taylor Bros, inform us that they 
have seen the following of the new type.

ac. violet.
SC. blue.
6c. brown.
P.C. 2C. orange-red on buff.

India. Bhopal. There has been a rc-issue of two 
stamps, being first noticed in the M.J. last 
April and again in July. Messrs. Alfred Smith 
have received sheets. The stamps are of the 
rectangular shape, and are printed in sheets of 
32 in 8 rows of 4. There are two varieties. 
In one the stamps have the letters ‘ B.L.C.I.’ 
in com rs, and these may be distinguished from 
previous editions by the large amount of solid 
ground surrounding the oval and the distance 
of the letters from the top and bottom of the 
stamp ; there is a space between ‘ NAWABj’ 
and • SHAH,’ while «SHAII ’ and 'JAMAN ’ 
are very close together.

The other variety has curved lines in the 
corners which are much fewer in number than 
in former editions. The lettering is similar to 
variety one. There are no errors on either 
sheet, and all are imperf.

#a. green, B.L.C. I. in corners 
J^a. black ,, „
jja. black, curved lines in corners

Newfoundland. There are three varieties of type of 
the surcharge ‘ ONE CENT’ on 3c. lately 
issued. The sheets were surcharged in half 
sheets of 50. The first five rows being of Type 
i, eight of the bottom row Type ii, and the 
remaining two of Type iii. Type i has the 
words in small thick capitals. Type ii is in 
rounder and more open letters. Type iii in 
block type.

We have received copies of the first values 
issued of the new set. The design of the 
ic. consists of the portrait of the Queen, some
what similar to that on the Jubilee set, while 
the 2c. has a portait of the Prince of Wales. 
The stamps are printed on wove paper and are 
perforated 12-

ic. carmine.2C. orange-yellow.
Queensland. We have seen a a used copy of the id. 

with figure of value in all four corners.
id, red, figure of value in four corners.

Uganda. We have lately had what is absolute!' the 
rarest stamp in existence, as only a single copy 
exists, namely, the first issue with error 1 51,’ 
and then altered to ‘ 50,’ in the figures of value.

50 on sic . black, error(ist issue)

China. The following have been seen of the current 
stamps. It is said only 240 of the 50c. were 
thus printed by mistake in the shade of the 10c.

4c. pale brown.
500, deep green.

Ecuador. The following are from the Colleciionneur. 
2c. blue (Jubilee issue) surch. "1897 1898."
5c. green ,. „  „
E . ac. yellow.

3C. blue.
France. Zanzibar. The following entires have been 

surcharged for use here like the adhesives. The 
single Card and the Letter Card have the in
scription ‘ REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE.’

E . 5c. green, red surch,
P.C. ioc. black, blue surcb.

► 10 4- 10c. M
L  C. 25c- i»

Tunis. The I, 2, 5, and 75c. of the 1 st 
issue have been reprinted, the background 
having horizontal lines instead of being solid. 
These are sold at the Post Office, and are 
available for use we believe.

Germany. The Letter Card so lately issued has 
been modified by an addition on the flap in 
seven lines of Gothic letters.

IOpf. t 2opf.
Germany, Austria, All other conntries.
Hungary, including 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Circulating within 
yokm. of the frontier 
in Belgium, Denmark,
Holland and Switzerland

Of Ihe first type there is said to be a rare 
variety with the peiforation very close.

L-C, topf., variety of perf.
sopf. carmine, fresh inscription.

China. The current stamps, etc., have been 
surcharged ‘China’ diagonally for use in the 
new possessions.

3pf. black and brown.
Spf- ,» green,
lopf. ,, carmine,
aopf. „  blue,
ajpf. „  orange.
50] f. red-brown.
P.C. 5pf. black and green.

S +  SPf. .» .
lopf. ,, carmine.

10 +  iopf. t,
Greece. According to the Collectionneur a new 

issue is in preparation for use here. The type 
up to 2d. has the head of Mercury while the 
two highest values have a winged figure of 
Mercury.

zl. brown, 
at. green 
5I. bistre, 
iol. blue. '
20I. brown-violet. 
25I. carmine.

40I. orange, 
bol. red-brown, 
id . grey, 
ad, rose,
3d. rose.
$d. yellow.

Guatemala. The Exhibition stamps will soon be 
obsolete. In the meanwhile the ic. value has 
run short, and a surcharge has been resorted to.

IC. in black on 12c. rose.
Holland A new issue will probably appear as the 

Queen attains her majority shortly.
Dutch Indies. It is reported that another 

value of the Postage Due stamps has appeared 
in the current type.

P.D  30c. carmine and black.
OTHER COUNTRIES.

Argentine The 24c. has appeared with a true 
waterwark and a 30c. and 60c. will probably 
be issued shortly.

Brazil. Mckeers Weekly reports the following on 
the same paper as the 6or. issued a short time 
ago. .

W. 2or. deep green on buff unsurfaced manilla.

Mexico. Mr. Chapman has sent us copies of the 
following on’the new paper, wmk. with Eagle 
and R M, and also a new card, but without 
the ‘ MC 16 ’ in corner.

4c. orange.
5c. blue-
jac. olive-brown.
50c. violet.
P.C. 3c. brown, inscriptions carmine (Interior).
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Norway. With stamp of the new type.
P.C. 10 +  108 carmine on white.

Orange Free State. The A.J.P. notes a fresh 
provisional Card, the type' of the numeral 
varying, and the Arms being without flags.

P.C. tip. on ad. violet and black.
Persia. Marimiam hires have sent us copies of the 

new issue. The Shahi values have lion in 
centre similar to the 1894 issue, while the 
Kran is larger and has a portrait of the new 
Shah.

is. grey, 
as. brown, 
as. purple.
4s vermilion. 
5s. yellow.

The 2

8s. orange.
10s. blue, 
ias. carmine. 
16s, green, 
ik. blue, 
wilt not beto 50k. wilt not be issued until 

February 1st.
Peru. The Postage Due Stamps of ic. and 20c. 

have been surcharged ‘ DEF JCIT ’ like the 5 
and ioc. mentioned a few months ago.

P.D. ic. black and brown, 
zoc. ,, blue.

Russia. A ftesh issue is reported as being in pre
paration here with a new value, 6k.

Samoa. A fresh printing has taken place of these 
stamps and the 2d. is now

ad. bright yellow.
Spain. Fernando I'o. The surcharge on the 6c. 

mentioned last month should be red not black.
The Madrid Filatelico chronicles the following, 
which we mention without understanding 
why a 5c. should be surcharged.

5c. in red on 5c. green.
Sweden, The T.F. notes instead of rose on ivory 

white, the
P C roc. bright carmine on aauii.

United States. The A .f.P . have discovered the 
following : —

1847 5c. brown on laid •
10c. black ,,

1867 3c. rose, embossed all over, impetforate 
3c. „ „ 13 x 16mm., „

Emory, Virginia. This is a new Confedeate 
Local, and consists of the word ‘PAID’—with 
* 5 ’ in a circle below, aud is printed in blue on 
on the margins of the 1867 ic. U.S. slarnp.

ERRORS AMD MIN >1< VARIETIES.
Cape of Good Hope. The M.J. on the authority 

of a correspondent mentions a copy of the 1893 
id on 2d., spelt ‘ PE.NNY.’ We cannot 
understand this variety as we saw entire sheets 
at the time and carefully examined them for 
varieties without finding any, but the one with
out stop after ‘ PENNY ’

Ceylon. Mr. Roseway has sent us a copy of a fresh 
printing of the 4c. in bright carmine and with 
white gum.

Fiji. The current 2d. is now printed in emerald- 
green.

India. The M.J. chronicles a variety of die in the 
J£a. embossed envelope consisting of a flaw 
extending to the left in the short stroke of the 
‘ F ’ of ‘ HALF.’ It is usually found on Die 2.

Also a variety of the la. Envelope sur
charged 1 On H M s ’ with the ‘ S ’ inverted.

Leeward. Messrs, Morganthau have received 
copies of the Jubilee issue with double sur
charge on the id. and 2j4d. values.

Argentine* The current 3c. has been seen doubly 
printed.

China. The 9c. green of 1895 is known imperf. 
vertically, and the 8c. (small figure) on 6c. 
brown imperf. horizontally.

France. Guadeloupe. The ic. French Colonies has 
been seen with * GUADELOUPE ’ surcharged 
twice.

Haiti. We have seen a copy of the 20c. brown 
currant type imperforate.

Japan. The A.J.P. chronicles a copy of the 2s. 
yellow, syllabic 23 on laid paper.

Nicaragua. From the A.J.T. we note the 1890 
ioc. with double surcharge ‘ FRANQUEO 
OFICIAL.’

Tonga. The A.J.P. notes on a sheet of the 2j£d. 
on 2d. ' ultramarine, Official, a copy with 
double surcharge and one with triple surcharge.

* Unused. t  On original.
Mr. Gray’s 3th Sale, December n th (Glasgow).

30 B.S.A., id. on 4/ - * .......................  1 5 0
92 Dominica, C.A., 1/-* ... , . . 2 1 0

226 Nevis, C.A., 1 /-* ... ... ... I 10 o
262 1 St. Kitts, 6d. olive* ............. 1 12 o
304 Geneva, large eagle, 5c.f ............. 1 1 5 0

Messrs. Puttick & S impson, Dec. 14th and 13th.
,, Buhl & Co., 39th Sale, Dec. 13th and 16th. 

Mr. Hadlow, tilth  Sale, Dec. 17th.
27 Sydneys, early, id. (pair), 3d. (pair),

and 2d., all on onet ... ... , . , 6 0 0
h i  
205

274

55
66

123
167
228

10 oCeylon, C.A., 16c. lilac* ...
St. Lucia, 4d. black on yellow, perf.

12*      2
Saxony, 3 pf. red ..................... 3

Messrs. Cheveley & Co., 121st Sale, Dec. 20th.
,, Buhl & Co., 40th Sale, Dec. 22nd.

Mr. Gray, 6th Sale, Dec. 22nd (Glasgow).
31 Gt. Britain, National Telephone Co.,

set .............................................  2
B. Honduras, 6d. yellow ... ... 2
B.S.A., 1890, £ \o , used fiscally ... 1
Natal, imperf., id., wmk. star ... 3
St. Kitts, 6d. olive* .. ... ... 1
U.S. 1869, 90c.............................. 1

Mr. Mackay, 4th sale, December 30th (Edinburg). 
Messrs. Cheveley & Co., 122nd sale, Jan. 3rd.

,, Buhl & Co., 41st sale, Jan. nth.
N.B. —Through the kindness of Messrs. Ventom, 

Bull & Cooper we are enabled to present our readers 
with a plate of rare stamps to be sold at one of their 
forthcoming auctions. We hope to be able to give 
our readers similar plates in the future when issued.

5
10

o
15
12
2

15
12

Ueeues of issi.
REUNION (continued).

15 Soc* Brown.
16 33c. Brown on Yellow.
!7 35c* t> O range.
18 40c. Red on Straw.
19 75c. Carmine.
20 if. Olive-Green.

Errors and Varieties.
(a) ‘ REUNION,’ without accent, all values.

.(A) ‘ REUNIONR,’ Nos. 3, 4, 7 to 14, 16 to 2a
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(f) ‘ RLUNION,’ Nos. 4, 6, 7 to 14, 16 to 20.
(rf) ‘ RIUNION,’ No. 16.
M * RIUNIONN,’ No. 6.
(/) ‘ REUNIONNI,’ No. 16.
Cg) ‘ REUN ON,’ Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 16.
(A) 1 REUNIOU,’ Nos. 7, 19, 20.
(»') ‘ RUNION,’ Nos. 7 to 14, 16 to 20.
(/) ,, Surcharge inverted, No. II.
{£) ‘ REUNOIN,’ Nos. 10, 1 1 , 16. 18, 19.
(/) ‘ ERUNION,' Nos. 8, 18, 19.
(m) ‘ RUENION,’ Nos. 10, 12, 18.
(») ‘ REUNIO,’ No. 1 1 .
(0) ‘ REUINON,’ No. 8.
(р) ‘ REUNIN,’ No. 8.
(7) ‘ REUNION,’ inverted, Nos. 7, 8, 10, 1 1 , 12, 14, 

18
(r) ‘ RgUNOIN,’ Nos. 10, 12.
(r) ‘ REUNION,’ surcharged twice, Nos. 7, lo, II,

13-
(/) * REUNION, with accent on ‘ E,’ Nos. 1 , 2, 4, 

7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 14, 19.
(m) ‘ EUNION,’ Nos. 1 , 2, 7, 19.
(v) ‘E ’ upside down, ‘3 UNIO,’ Nos. 2, 9.
(w) ‘ REUNON,’ N o. 10.

N. B.—There are also a large number of varieties 
due to the varying size of the letters of the surcharge ; 
nearly every letter occurs either smaller or larger than 
usual, and consequently the surcharge varies in length.

The 20c. (No. 13 above) surcharged in addition 
‘02c. ’ or ‘ 15c. ’
21 02c. in black on 20c. Red on Green.
22 15c. ,, ,, ,,

Errors and Varieties.
The surcharge ‘ 02<=- ’ or * 15c-’ occurs on all the 

varieties that occur on the 20c. (No. 13) namely.
(<*> U) W C?)

(/) without ‘ c ’ alter value, Nos. 21, 22.
(«) surcharge inverted, Nos. 21, 22.

The same 20c. stamp (No. 13) surcharged ‘2 ’ in 
three varieties of type.

(A) with straight tail and cutly head.
(£) with curly tail.
(C) with straight tail, and ball in head.

23 2c. in Black on 20c. Red on Green.
Errors and Varieties.

(a) ‘ REUNION ’ with accent on ‘ E ’ A, B, C.
(t>) ‘REUNOIN ’ A, £ , C.
(с) ‘REUNIO N ’ B, C.
(d) * REUNION ’ B, C.
(e) RUENION ’ A.

ROUMANIA.
Head of King Charles to left.

On Wove Paper. Perforated.
1 ij£b. Lilac-rose.
2 3b. Violet.
3 5b. Green.
4 10b. Red.
5 15b. Grey-Brown.
6 25b. Blue.
7 50b. Orange.

Varieties.
(A) Perforated i\%  All values.
(B) .. 13^
(C) „ 1 1^ x 13 „

Jubilee Issue. Head of King Charles to left.
On Wove Paper. Perforated.

8 ij£b. Rose.
9 3b. Violet.

10 5b, Green.
11 lob. Red.
12 15b. Grey-brown.

Varieties.
(A) Perforated 13^ ,  3, 5 10b.
(B) » ii.'i x 13# , 1# ,  15b.

RUSSIA.
Arms in centre, with thunderbolts.

On Laid Paper. Perforated I3j£.
I 3ji  r. Black and Grey.

ST. LUCIA.
Head of Queen to leit.

Watermark Crown CA, Perforated 14.
1 5/- Lilac, value Orange.
2 ,0/- >> *» Black.

ST. PIERRK-MIQUELON.
May. Surcharged ‘ 150.’-*—’-‘SPM’ on the 

French Colonials of 1881.
1 15c. in black on 30c. Brown.
2 15c. ,, 35c. Brown on Yellow.
3 15c. ,, 40c Red on Straw.

Variety.
(A) 15c. smaller, 35c.

Frrors.
(a) Surcharge inverted, all values.

Surcharged diagonally ‘ ST —PIERRE M—on’ 
from lower left to upper right on the Colonial issue of 
1881.

On Wove Paper. Perforated 14 x 13^  
Surcharged in Black,

4 ic. Black on Blue.
5 2c. Brown on Buff.
6 4c. Claret on Grey.
7 5c. Green.
8 ioc. Black on Lilac.
9 15c. Blue

10 20c. Red on Green.
11 25c. Black on Rose.
12 30c. Brown.
13 35c. Brown on Orange.
14 40c. Red on Straw.
•5 7SC- Carmine.
16 if. Olive-Green.

Surcharged jn  Red.
17 ic. Black on Blue. *
18 2c. Brown on Buff.
19 4c. Claret on Grey.
20 ioc. Black on Lilac.

On thf. if. of 1877 in Black.
On Wove Paper. Imperforate.

21 if. Olive-Green.
Errors.

(<*) Surcharge Inverted, Nos. 4, 5, 6, 8, 13, 15, 16, 17
to 20

(A) ‘ST P ’ no hyphen, Nos. 4, 5, 8, 15, 16, 17,
19 (? others).

(r) ‘T—P ’ no ‘ S ’ Nos. 6, 7, 9, 10, 1 1 , 12, i£, 16.
(d\ ' P ' like a broken ‘ R ’ No. 6 (?others). ”
(«) ‘ M on ’ no hyphen, Nos. 4, 5, 7, 20 (? otheis).
(/) ‘ M — o n ’ Nos. 4, 5 (? others;.
(g) ‘ M —on No. 5 (? others).
(A) ‘T — P ’ and inverted Nos. 13, 15, 16 

The above stamps surcharged * i,‘ ' 2,' or ‘ 4,’ 
above ‘ST.-PIERRE M-on,’and ‘cent.’ below,all in 
black.

On Wove Paper. Perforated 14 x 13^ .
22 Ic. in Black on 5c. Green.
23 2c. ,, ioc. Black on Lilac.
24 4c. ,, 20c. Red on Green.
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25 ic. in Black on 10c. Black on Lilac. '
26 2c. „ 15c. Blue.
27 4c. ,, 30c. Brown.
28 4c. „ 40c. Red on Straw.

Errors.
(a) Double Surcharge. No. 23.
(£) ‘ ST P,’ no hyphen.
(r) ‘ M on,’ ,,
(d) ‘M- on.’
(*) ‘ M -on.’
(/) ‘ M — o n.*
U) ‘ ST,-’ ‘ M-:n.’
(4) * T-P,’ no 1 S.’

N.B. These probably occur on all values, Nos. 22 
to 28.

ST. THOMAS AND PRINCE.
June 23rd, surcharged 1R8 50,’ in a rectangle on the 

4or. of 1887.
On Wove paper. Perforated 13^  x 13.

1 5or. in Black on 4or. Chocolate.
Errors.

(a) Surcharge inverted.
(A) Surcharged twice.

SALVADOR.
Arms in centre.

On Wove paper. Perforated 12.
1 ic. Vermilion.
2 2c. Green.
3 3c. Violet.
4 sc. Rose-Lake.
5 roc. Blue.
6 nc. Violet
7 zoc. Green.
8 25c. Yellow-Brown.
9 50c. Dark Blue.

10 ip. Brown.
Errors.

(d) Imperforate lie. (? other values.)
{b) Pair imperforate between 2c. (? other values). 

Surcharged diagonally (a)
(A) ‘ I centavo’
(B) ‘ UN CENTAVO ’
(C) ‘ 5 CENTAVOS’

On Wove Paper. Perforated 12.
11 ic. in Black on 2c. Green (A).
12 ic. in Blue on 2c. Green (A).
13 ic. in Black on 2c. Green (B).

‘ 14 5c. „  3c. Violet (C).
Varieties.

(A) Surcharge measures 20 x 3mm. (A).
(B) „  1 19 x 2mm. (A).
(C) „ 19 x 2j£mm. (A).
(D) Thick figure ‘ 1 ’ (A).

N.B. The nominal positton of the surcharge is 
from upper left to lower right but (A) occurs in all 
positions.

SANDWICH ISLANDS.
Head of Queen Liliuokalani.

On Wove Paper. Perforated 12.
1 2c* Violet.
The 2c. cut diagonally and each half used as ic.

2 'A 2c. Violet -  ic.
SARAWAK.

The 12c. of 1887 surcharged ‘ Sc.’ in two varieties
(A) ‘ C ’ small.
(B) ‘ C.’ large.

On Wove Paper. Perforated 14.
1 5c. in Black on 12c. Green and Blue (A)
2 5c. „ I2C. ,, ,, (B)

Errors.
(a) Double Surcharge (A)

{b) No stop after ‘ C ’ (A) (B)
(<r) Without ‘C ’ (B)
(d) Pair, one unsurcharged (A) (

Head of Rajah Charles Brook.
On Wove Paper. Perforated 14. '

3 Sc. Lilac, value Green.
4 ioc. Green, value Mauve,

SHANGHAI.
May, Arms in centre.

On yellowish Wove paper. Perforated 15.
1 Sc. Rose.
2 15c. Blue.
Watermarked Chinese Character. Perforated 12.

3 2c. Brown.
4 Sc- Rose.

On Yellowish paper watermarked. 
Perforated 12.

5 2c. Brown
6 5c. Rose.

Perforated 15.
7 ioc. Black.
8 isc.‘Blue.
9 20c. Violet.
N. B.—On some sheets of these the watermark does 

not show on one of the outside vertical rows.
The watermark also occurs sideways.

Variety.
(a) Chinese Character in upper right comer differs 

20c.
I SIAM.

Head of King.
Watermark Flower. Perforated 14.

1 ia. Yellow-Green.
2 ia. Green.

SIERRA LEONE.
Head of Queen.

Watermark Crown CA. Perforated 14.
1 2j£d. Blue.
2 3d. Yellow.

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.
The current stamps surcharged ‘ONE’-‘CENT 

and bar. ‘ 10 CENTS’ and bar or ‘ THIRTY’ 
‘ CENTS.’

Watermark Crown CA. Perforated 14.
1 ic, in Black on 8c. Orange.
2 ioc. ,, 24c. Green.
3 30c. ., 32c. Orange-Vermilion.
Head of Queen.

Watermarked Crown CA. Perforated 14.
4 30c. Claret
N.B. There are a number of minor varieties of the 

ic. and ioc. In the ‘ONE CENT ’ the width of the 
‘ O ’ and ‘ N ’ ‘ N,’ varies. In the ‘ 10 cents,’ the ‘ S ’ 
* N ’ varies, and the ‘ 1 ’ or ‘ C ’ is too high or too 
low, and there is a variety with the ‘ O ’ very small.

Johor.
The 2c. Straits Settlements surcharged ‘ JOIIOR’ 

measuring 12A —13 x 2j£mm.
Watermark Crown CA. Perforated 14.

1 2c. Black on Rose.
Varieties.

(A) ‘JOHOR,’ narrow J and R.
(B) ,, narrow J wide R.
(C) „ wide J and R.
(D) ,, wide J narrow R.

Similar surcharge measuring 15 x 2j(nim.
2 2c. Black on Rose.
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The 24c. Straits Settlements Surcharged ‘ JOHOR ’ 
—‘ TWO’—* CENTS’ and Bar.

Watermark Crown CA. Peforated 12.
3 2C. in Black on 24c. Green.

Varieties.
(A) ‘ Two ’ in italics ‘ CENTS * in Antique capitals.
(B) ‘ 7rt>o ’ ,, ‘ CENTS’ in thick Roman
capitals.
(C) ‘Two, in thick Roman, ‘ CENTS’ in thick 
Roman capitals.
(D) ‘Two’ in thick Roman, * CENTS ’ in small 
Roman capitals.

Errors.
(a) ‘ CENST.’ Type (A.)

Negri Sembii.an.
The 2c. Straits Settlements surcharged,

‘ Negri ’—‘ Sembilan ’
Watermark Crown CA. Perforated 14.

I 2c. Black on Rose.
Varieties.

(A) Space between ‘ i ’ and ‘ 1 ’ of ‘ Sembilan.’
(B) ,, ‘ m ’ and ‘ b ’ of ‘ Sembilan.’
(C) Broken ‘ 1 ’ in ‘ Sembilan.’

( To be continued.)

©ecreee.
MAURITIUS.

Issue of a special Stamp in commemoration
of the 60th Anniversary of Her Majesty’s
Accession to the Throne.
On the 1 st instant, the Council of Govern

ment voted a sum of Rs. 21,500 to be expended 
in accordance with the recommendations of 
the Jubilee Committee, subject to certain ad
ditions. The recommendations of the Jubilee 
Committee included a sum of Rs. 600 to be ex
pended for the local issue of a stam p; the 
work to be entrusted to Messrs. Guillemin and 
Co., who, it was understood, would be pre
pared to undertake it. The local issue of a 
stamp has been found a matter of difficulty, 
and the Jubilee Committee have since recom
mended the expenditure of Rs. 6,000 for the 
purpose. The Governor now understands that 
Messrs. Guillemin and Co. have withdrawn 
from the undertaking, and he understands 
also that the expenditure of Rs. 6,000 recom
mended by the Jubilee Committee would only 
secure the issue of a miniature lithograph 
available as a stamp. The usual stamps now 
used for postal and revenue purposes repre
sent a combination of artistic skill and me
chanical ingenuity which is essentially a pro
duct of the Victorian era, and the Governor 
presumes that it will be the wish of the Coun
cil of Government that the Mauritius Jubilee 
Stamp to be issued in commemoration of the 
60th anniversary of Her Majesty’s reign should 
worthily represent the perfection of the artis
tic skill and the mechanical ingenuity of the 
period.

It has been found impossible to have such 
a stamp manufactured in Mauritius, but the 
Governor is given to understand that an ex
penditure of certainly not more than Rs. 1,500 
would be sufficient for the issue of 150,000

such stamps, designed in Mauritius but manu
factured in England. Some designs which 
seem to the Governor admirablv adapted for 
the purpose have been obtained, and wi.l be 
laid before the Council, and the Governor has 
the honour to request the Council to favour 
him with their advice in the matter.

CHAS. BRUCE, Governor.
Government House, 29th June, 1897.

REPORT
Of the Postal Department Enquiry Commit

tee on the question of issuing a Jubilee
Stamp in commemoration of the Sixtieth
Anniversary of Her Majesty’s Accession to
the Throne.

PRESENT:
The Honourable W. T. A. Edwards, M.D., 

Chairman.
The Honourable the Acting Procureur and 

Advocate General.
The Honourable V. Rohan.
The Honourable H. Stein.
R ead: Minute of His Excellency the Go- 

venor, No. 20, dated 29th June, 1897, and re" 
ferred to the Postal Department Enquiry 
Committee at a meeting of the Council of 
Government held on the same day.

1 . The Committee, after carefully examin
ing and comparing the sixty-nine designs re
ferred to them, unanimously recommend that 
design No. 34 be selected and the stamps be 
printed in the colours indicated in the design, 
with the following modifications:

a. That, on the left hand side, the word 
“ Diamond” be substituted for the word “ Ju
bilee.”

b. That the words “ thirty-six cents,” indi
cating the value of the stamp, instead of being 
in green as in the design, be in royal blue so 
as to make the value of the stamp distinctly 
apparent; provided, that the colour selected 
harmonizes with the colours of the stamp.

2. The Committee recommend that the die 
should be cut and the one hundred and fifty 
thousand ( 150,000) stamps printed in England 
and that the die be sent to Mauritius along 
with the stamps—care being taken that the 
usual supply of seven hundred and fifty (750) 
stamps, to be distributed amongst the different 
countries which have adhered to the Postal 
Union Convention, be in excess of the one 
hundred and fifty thousand ( 150,000) asked 
for.

3 . That it be well understood that the sale 
of the one hundred and fifty thousand (ij[o,ooo) 
stamps be made in Mauritius only within such 
delay as will be fixed hereafter f>y this Com
mittee, subject to the approval of the Council 
of Government. *

w. a. Edwards, m.d.,
Council Chamber, Chairman.

5th July, 1897.
At a meeting of the Council of Government 

held on the 13th July, 1897, 'the report was
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adopted; the number of stamps referred to in 
clauses 2 and 3 being increased to three hun
dred thousand {300,000).

WM. C. RAE,
Clerk of the Council of Government. 

From " Meekel’s Weekly Stamp News."
CHINA.

During the winter 1897-98 the Imperial 
Postal Administration will maintain communica
tion, by sea and by land, between Peking, 
Tientsin, Newchwang, Chefoo, Shangai, and 
Chinkiang.

MARITIME SERVICE.
The I.P.O. Mails will be despatched by the 

first steamer leaving Shanghai for Chefoo 
after the arrival of the mails from abroad, and 
will there connect with a special I.P.O. 
steamer, which will take the mails to Peitaiho. 
Thence the mail bags will be forwarded by rail 
to Tientsin and Peking, and overland to New
chwang.

Similarly, mail bags forwarded to Peitaiho 
by the Offices above named will be carried to 
Chefoo and Shanghai b y . the returning 
steamers. Dates of departure of steamers or 
closing of mails will be duly notified by the 
Offices concerned.

OVERLAND SERVICE.
Conjointly with the Sea Service, Couriers 

will continue to run—as in former years— 
thus:—■

Between Tientsin and Chinkiang and vice 
versa, daily from about the n th  December to 
the 2 1st February, and be en route about 12 
days.

Between Tientsin and Newchwang, and vice 
versa, twice a week from about the 23rd Nov
ember to the 16th March, and be en route about 
6 days.

Between Tientsin and Chefoo, and vice versa 
three times a week, from about the n th  Dec
ember to the 21 st February, and be en route 
about 10 days. '

Between Tientsin and Pekin, by rail, and 
vice versa daily.

Between Tientsin and Pekin, by rail, and 
vice versa, daily.

POSTING MAIL MATTER.
For the overland Route the I.P.O. will re

ceive and forward only Ordinary Mail Matter, 
such as Letters, Newspapers, Periodicals, and 
Books of small weight or volume ; but by the 
Sea Route any kind of Mail Matter, as also 
Parcels, may be forwarded.

Letters and Papers intended for the Sea 
Route should be marked “ By Steamer. 
Articles on which the route preferred is not 
designated will be liable to be forwarded by 
the first Overland Courier.

RATES OF POSTAGE.
1 . Ordinary Mail Matter :

(a) Domestic Mail Matter, Chinese or 
Foreign, sent to or from any of the North
ern Ports, by land or by sea, will be sub
ject to the ordinary Domestic Tariff pub
lished at every’ I.P.O. (Notification No. 
20).

(b) International Mail Matter, Chinese or 
Foreign, sent to or from any of the Ports 
north of Chefoo, by land or Dy sea—in ad
dition to the Union rate of postage and 
registration—will be subject to the Do
mestic rate of postage, and to the Domes
tic rate of registration in the case of 
registered articles, to be paid in advance 
in the case oj outward, or collected from 
the addressee in the case of inward, cor
respondence.

2. Parcels:
(a) Domestic parcels, Chinese or Foreign, 

sent to or from any part of the Northern 
Ports, by the Sea Route, will be subject 
to double the ordinary’ Domestic Tariff.

(b) International Parcels, Chinese or 
Foreign, sent to or from any of the Ports 
north of Chefoo, by the Sea Route, will 
be subject to a special transit fee of 20 
cents (equals 50 centimes), levied in ad
vance in the case of Outward, or collected 
from the addressee in the case of Inward 
Parcels.

(c) All Parcels—Domestic and International, 
Inward and Outward—arc subject to Cus
toms law. Each parcel must be accom
panied by an accurate declaration of

’ weight, nature, and value of contents. 
Outward International Parcels must be 
examined by the Customs before posting : 
Inward International Parcels, as also all 
Domestic Parcels, will be examined at 
destination ; but Outward Domestic Par
cels must hand in to the Customs the pre
ceding declaration before posting. No 
Parcel will be accepted or delivered by 
the I.P.O. unless Customs rules have been 
complied with.

N.B.—By “ International” is signified 
whatever is departing for or arriving from a 
place not in China.

By “ Domestic” is signified whatever is de
parting for or arriving from a place in China.

RESPONSIBILITY.
The Imperial Postal Administration will 

make every effort to forward Mail Matter and 
Parcels safely and promptly, but will not be 
responsible for delay in transmission nor for 
losses or damage arising from cases of '’'‘force 
majeure.” In the case of the loss, through the 
fault or neglect of the Administration, of a 
registered article of Mail Matter, the sender 
or the addressee will be entitled to an indem
nity of 50 francs ; and in the case of the loss of, 
or damage to, a Parcel, to an indemnity cor
responding to the real value of the loss or 
damage, but not exceeding 25 francs—the 
Imperial Administration being in such cases 
guided by the practice of the Postal Union.

By Order of the Inspector General,
J. A. VAN AALST,

Acting Postal Secretary’. 
Inspectorate General,

Postal Department,
Peking, 9th November, 1897.
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Tht Philatelic Record—London.
NORWAY.

In continuance of his excellent article on 
the stamps of Norway, Mr. Harrison deals with 
the four types of the 245k. brown, 1863 issue. 
Then we come to the 1867-8 issue. These 
were printed by Petersen, of Christiania, in 
sheets of 100 stamps in ten rows of ten. Per
forated irregularly 14% by 13^ .

The dates of issue are as follows: —
2 sk............................  June, 1867.
4 sk., thick paper.................. 1867.
4 sk., thin p aper...... End of 1867.
8 sk............    October, 1867.
3 sk.........................   May, 1868.
1 sk............................  May, i8(j8.

Then follows the 1872-75 issue. New de
sign with post horn. Printed by Petersen, of 
Christiania, in sheets of too stamps in ten rows 
of ten. Peroforated regularly 1454 by 13 ^ .  
The writer gives three varities in the 1 sk. 
dark green and seven varieties in the 1 sk. yel
low-green, as follows: —
Dark green.

I. With a break across the lines of shad
ing, giving them the appearance of hav
ing a white hair line passing from the 
oval band immediately above the second 
“ E ” of “ EEN ” to the break in the 
posthorn—8 times on the sheet.

II. With a dot or full stop between the first 
and second “ E ’’ of “ EEN .” 3rd stamp, 
5th row.

III. With a full stop after “skjlling.” toth 
stamp, gth row.

Yellow-green.
I. As above. Eight times.
II. ,, 8th stamp, 2nd row.
III. ,, 4th stamp, 1 st row.
IV. with corner blurred and “ E ” of

“ NORGE” badly drawn. 6th 
stamp, 5th row.

V. With round white stop instead of a
pearl on the right-hand side of 
the crown. 7th stamp, 5th row.

VI. With a thick white line passing from
the first “ E ” of “ E E N ” to the 
outside of the oval. 8th stamp, 
7th row.

VII. Two rows of perforation across the top
of the sheet. The dates of issue 
as follows: —

1872. Jan. 1st. 3 sk., carmine.
Var. I . : On semi-transparent paper.
Var. II. : With two rows of perforations at 

the top.
4 sk. purple, violet.

Var. : On semi-transparent paper.
7 sk. red brown, brown.

Var. : on semi-transparent paper.
1873. 1 sk. Dark green, yellow-green, green.

8 varieties as above.
2 sk., blue, deep blue, ultramarine. 

1875. Jan. 1st. b sk., vellow-brown.
Regarding the remainders, the writer had 

better speak for himself as follows: —
“ 1 think perhaps a few words in reference to 

the Norwegian Remainders will prove of in
terest and may also serve as a warning with 
regard to certain values, both to collectors of 
and specialists in ‘Norwegians’ alike, and at 
the same time go far to put some of the other 
values on the footing they deserve. It ts 
known perhaps to the elder brethren of 
philatelv that all the Norwegian remainders 
were sold in 1888 to a gentleman who at that 
time held office under the Norwegian Govern
ment. The contract states that he alone has 
the right to sell the remainders for ten years 
( 1888-1898) provided that he takes stamps to 
the value of 4,000 kr. (about £200 per annum 
out of the remainder lying at the post-office at 
Christiania). For the smaller lots this gentle
man paid face value cash, and they are now 
absorbed by collectors, but the values of which 
great quantities were on hand were to be 
taken as required. The following were tnj 
quantities in 1888: —

1856. 4 skill blue (head) 35 specimens.
1863. 2 ,, yellow (arms) 8 specimens.

3 ,, lilac, 50 specimens.
1864. 4 ,, blue, 284 specimens.

8 ,, rose, 111  specimens.
24 ,, brown (shades) quantity not 

stated, but probably about
500,000 on hand at present.
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1897, 1 skill black, 285 specimens.
3 ,, lilac, 236 specimens.
4 ,, 4 blue, 1411 specimens on thin

paper.
1872. 1 ,, light green (shades) posthorn

(2nd setting) about 500,000.
2 ,, blue (shades) posthorn, about

500.000.
3 ,, rose (shades) posthorn, 2,633

specimens.
4 ,, mauve (shades) posthorn,

500,000 specimens, all on the 
hard paper, not semi-trans
parent.

6 ,, light brown, hard paper, 363
specimens.

7 ,, brown, hard paper, about
500.000.

1877. 3 ore orange (posthorn) 200 sped 
mens.

5 ,, blue (shades) quantity not
stated.

10 ,, rose (shades), quantity not 
stated.

12 ,, green, 629 specimens.
20 „ brown, 722 specimens.

N.B.—Out of the 722 specimens of the 20 
ore brown, 1877, 600 were sold to a firm in 
Christiania, and were used by them to frank 
their correspondence of other values not men 
tioned above issued previous to 1877, such as 
the 1854 and those of the 1896 issues, and 4 
skill, 1864, on thick paper and 1 skill, 1872 
(first setting) remainders do not exist.

Conftnenfaf (p^ifatefg.

Le Timbre-Poste—Brussels.
ROMAGNA.

In our last number we credited Dr. Diena 
with the few extracts we gave on the reprints 
of Romagna. The author of the article is 
Mr. Moens, as really being more interested in 
these reprints than the learned doctor.

In the present number under review Mr. 
Moens continues his remarks on these reprints 
by I'sigli and later on by himself. He says 
tliat all the reprints made by Usigli are very 
faulty, although they were done from the 

original cliches and had the surcharge “Saggio” 
In January 1888 Moens bought these cliches 
and had them touched up. Hut the first re
print was not done until (May 1892, and still 
showed marked variations from the originals. 
>nese small differences are all given in extenso, 
but would, be too long to translate here.

Th. Lemaire of Pairs bought these retouched 
cliches in October, 1895, and sold them to 
Goldner, of Hamburg, in January, 1897, with
out reprinting any. Goldner, however, re
printed them early in 1897. The writer does 
not, however, think that this Hamburg reprint 
cliches, which are totally different in the size

was done with these cliches, but with new 
and also in the formation of the letters.

The article concludes with the following re
marks :

To finish we will give a few observations on 
some of the genuine stamps : 
l/2 baj. None of the stamps of this value with 

the exception of 19 out of 120 have a 
point over the second circle in the right 
hand top corner.

3 baj. The fourth circle in the right hand 
top corner has never a point below.

5 baj. The thin outer line in the left hand
bottom corner is always broken.

6 baj. If the impression is clear a white dot
is always to be found in the thick outer 
line over the O of BOLLO.

8 baj. Most of the stamps have badly finished 
corners. (The cliches of this values were 
only delivered on the 3rd September 
whereas all the others on the 1st.)

20 baj. There is always a black dot under the 
R of ROMAGNA and often another 
smaller dot under the N in the same 
word. '

Revue Philattdlique Franqaise.—Paris. 
MAURITIUS.

The number under review has a very interest
ing account of the “ POST OFFICE” Mauri
tius take in from the “ Mimoires du Congrls 
Internationale des Timbrophiles tenu d Paris en 
1

Until 1878 these two stamps were always 
considered as belonging to the second issue 
ot Mauritius and we have to thank Major Evans 
for the trouble he took in going through the 
archives of the colony, that we know these two 
stamps were issued first and before the “POST 
PAID.’” It appears from the documents found 
by Major Evans and published in the Memories 
that these stamps were engraved and printed 
in September, 1847, by Barnard. There was 
only one die of each value and each stamp was 
printed separately.
1 he stamps were probably issued at the end of 
18.17 and the public were so glad to use stamps 
that in a few days the whole supply was ex
hausted. As it was found impossibfe to cope 
with the demand, while printing stamps separ
ately the Postmaster had new plates made con
taining twelve stamps of the POST PAID 
design.

According to a letter of the Postmaster dated 
20th September, 1847, 700 of these stamps were 
printed, but according to a letter of 2nd May, 
1848, he remembers that 1,000 were printed. 
At the most therefore 1,000 stamps “ POST 
O FFIC E” were printed, probably 500 of each 
value. #

The proud possessors of these stamps are as 
follows:
Tapling Collection ... 1 blue 1 red
Avery „ ... 1 „ 1 „
unknown ... 1 ,,
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Ferrary Collection ... 2 ,, 2 ,,
Mors „ ... 1 „  1 „
Mirabeau „ ... i ,,
Bernichon ,, ... 1 ,, 1 ,,
unknown ... 1 „  1 ,,
Kirchner Collection (St. Petersburg) 1 ,, 

That is to say out of 17 copies known 5 are 
in England and 11 in France. Five or six 
years ago the pair could be bought for 10,000 
frs., four years ago for 17,500 trs., eighteen 
months ago for 42,000 frs,, and lately 48,000 frs. 
have been paid for the pair from the Legrand 
Collection.

$$tfafefg tn ffje J&fafee*
The American Journal of Philately—New York.

General Observations on the Manufacture of 
Postage Stamps

BY JUI.ES BOUVEZ.
(Continued from page 247).

As soon as special workshops were put into 
operation for the manufacture of postage 
stamps and other postal values, the authori
ties took very severe measures in order to pre
vent theft of the manufactured values as well 
as the clandestine manufacture of stamps and 
the temporary embezzlement of dies and plates 
for the purpose of facilitating fraudulent im
pressions.

It was to this end that orders were issued 
from the first, for the destruction of dies and 
plates that had fallen into disuse, and that de
crees were issued everywhere, inflicting severe 
penalties upon counterfeiters of postage 
stamps. In this matter the various postal ad
ministrations worked in unison so that prose
cution might be carried on according to the 
laws of the country in which the crime had 
been committed.

The convention of the Universal Postal 
Union expresses itself as follows (article xxxi.), 
in regard to the step; to be taken in order to 
discover the use of counterfeit postage stamps 
for prepayment:

(a) —When the presence of a counterfeit
stamp has been discovered on any consign
ment whatever at the place of departure, by an 
officer not authorized to make seizure of the ar
ticle the label is not altered in any wray and 
the aritcle, enclosed in an envelope addressed 
to the office of destination, is forwarded by 
registered mail. «

(b) —The authorities of the country of de
parture and of that of destination are notified, 
without de'ay, of this formality, by means of 
a notice, a copy of which is also transmitted 
to the office of destination, in the envelope con
taining the article which bears the stamp sup
posed to be counterfeit.

(c) —The addressee is summoned to confirm 
the offence.

(d) —The result of the summons is estab
lished by affidavits, in which are stated the 
facts which have occurred, such as non-appear
ance, refusal to accept the consignment or to

open it and make known the sender. The 
document is signed by the postal employd and 
by the addressee of the consignment or by his 
attorney. If the latter refuses to sign, such 
refusal is stated in that part of the document 
intended for the signature.

I he statement ot the proceedings, together 
with the articles in evidence, is transmitted by 
the authorities of the country of destination to 
the authorities of the country of origin, who 
then, by the aid of the^e documents nio^ccute 
the offence according to their internal legis
lation.

In order to acquaint our readers with the 
precautions taken by the administrations in 
the manufacture of postage stamps, it will be 
sufficient to reproduce here the most import
ant parts of some factory regulations dating 
from i860, which may be considered as among 
the most appropriate regu auuns tiiat have 
been made on this subject.

After having outlined in detail the work to 
b\J done in the factory, the following rules are 
laid down governing the mode of operation 
and order:

Work at the factory will begin at 9 o’clock 
in the morning, and will cease at five in the 
evening.

Admission is strictly forbidden to persons 
not connected with the factory.

It is forbidden to bring into the factory any 
•white paper other than that intended for the 
manufacture of postage stamps. The sheets of 
paper intended for impression must not pass 
from the hands of one operative into those of 
another, whether for glazing, gumming, or 

perforation, without having been verified, 
counted, and margined, so that the responsi
bility may always be placed.

All values, which show a tear, a bad impres
sion, or any other defect which will render 
them unfit tor use, must be cancelled and put 
aside, so as to be afterwards destroyed. The 
destruction will take place on the same day 
as the printing. The rejected impressions 
will be immersed in a solution of caustic soda, 
so as to render them unfit for use. They will 
then be burned in the presence of three func
tionaries, who will draw up a detailed state
ment regarding the destruction of the sheets.

A day book will be kept in each section of 
the shop, in order to have an exact account of 
what comes in and goes out, as regards cuts, 
plates, engravings, matrices or sheets. The 
type, engravings, and all designs of that na
ture which are not to be used immediately, will 
be deposited in a safe having three locks, one 
of the keys of which will be in the possession 
of the manager of the factory, and the other 
two will be entrusted to two overseers. All 
deposits and withdrawals will be declared in a 
statement signed by the three custodians of 
the keys. "

The printed matter used for the accounts 
and writings, will consist of coloured paper, 
which will be delivered by the manager of the 
factory, to whom it will be returned after use.
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A record will be kept of the deliveries and re
turns, so that no sheet can be used for an ;1 
other purpose than that intended.

The coloured paper will be kept by the man
ager of the factory, who will deliver to the su
perintendent only such quantity as is strictly 
necessary to supply the needs. The superin
tendent will distribute this paper to the opera
tors of the presses, and will be held responsible 
for its use.

After the presses have been stripped, the 
manager of the factory will have the coloured 
paper detached, and will see that it is imme
diately burned, in the presence of the superin
tendent and of the operator. This proceed
ing shall always be declared in a written state
ment.

The manager will always be present at the 
entrance and departure of the workmen. He 
will exercise great watchfulness, and if any 
suspicion should arise, wi 1 submit the work
men to close inspection.

At the end of each day, and at every inter
ruption in the work, the presses used in the 
printing ancl stamping of postage stamps will 
be locked up by the manager, who alone will 
have the right to open the shops.”

Evidently, such precaution as these were not 
likely to facilitate the embezzlement of postal 
values in the factories.

One point which naturally suggests itself 
from the foregoing considerations, is the ex
treme care exercised, from the very beginning, 
bv the postal authorities, in the verification of 
the values manufactured. It is nevertheless 
true that errors and faults of printing escaped 
the notice of the employes at the factory, but 
they very rarely deceived the eye of the philate
list, for we may say that there is not a single 
country where errors have not been detected in 
one or other of the values put on sale.

After having been gummed, perforated, and 
verified with the greatest care at the factory, 
the good impressions are put into sealed pac
kets, each one of which contains ordinarilv, 25 
sheets of one value. Each packet is sur
rounded by bands crossed in such a wav as to 
permit of the ‘verification of the number of 
sheets without it being necessary to break the 
seal, and a string, the two ends of which are 
joined and sealed, crosses one edge of the 
sheets of postage stamps as well as the two 
bands. On one of the bands are indicated 
the number of sheets, the order numbers, and 
the value of the sheets enclosed in the packet.

Although there is some variation in the 
method of preparing the packets, the one 
which we have just described is the one 
adopted by the majority of postal authorities.

After these remarks, it will not be without 
interest to give a table of the totals of the 
annual consumption of postage stamps in each 
of the principal countries composing the Pos
tal Union. We borrow this information from 
some very interesting statistics published by 
the office of the Union established at Berne, 
for the year 1877. If we bear in mind that, in

general, the consumption of postage stamps 
of the smaller values, used especially for post
age or newspapers, printed matter and pamph
lets, represents only one-tenth of the total 
amount of the general sales, it will1 be easy to 
determine approximately, for each one of the 
countries mentioned, the quantity sold, and 
to form a conclusion as the rarity, in-so-far 
as the values current in 1877 are concerned. 
The comparison made between one country 
and another as to the proceeds of the sales of 
postage stamps, also shows the greater or 
lesser rarity of the stamps. Thus, for in
stance, in Europe, more value will be attached 
to the stamps of the Grand Duchy of Luxem
burg than to those of Greece; more value to 
the stamps of Greece than to those of Rou- 
mania ; and so on, according to the import
ance of the receipts indicated in the list. Evi
dently, all that is treated of here is the aggre
gate of the postal values of one countrv com
pared with another, and not each one of the 
values in particular, some of which may, for 
some reason, have become rarities.

The Metropolitan Philatelist—New York.
The above publication brings a very sensible 

contribution on the resuscitated S.S.S.S. by J. 
W. Scott. He does not believe that even if 
fiftv per cent, of all collectors were bound to
gether to support the S.S.S.S., they would 
suffice to stop the issue of a single series. 
Directly the money value becomes mixed with 
the delights of discovery and accumulation the 
pleasure of stamp collecting is ended.

If, then, we collect for pleasure only, what 
matters it to us how many speculative stamps 
are issued? Very few of us can afford to collect 
the issues of the entire world ; we make such a 
selection as is pleasing to us and are happy, 
i o those who can afford to collect every stamp 
tue entire series of sneculative issues combined 
docs not represent the value of the rarity. It 
is unfortunate that any Government has ever 
been tempieu to make money in this wav, but 
they cannot be suppressed, and the more they 
are written against the more harm is done to 
philately.

Ninety-nine young people out of a hundred 
who are collecting imagine that “ speculative 
issues," “ reprints,” and “ remainders,” are all 
synonymous for counterfeit, and this has 
frightened more boys out of collecting than all 
other causes combined. If you do not desire 
to km stamp collecting stop all agitation, ex
cepting against counterfeiting and dishonest 
dealers.

1 he following article from the same Journal 
is in our opinion well worth reading, as it deals 
with a matter that is of the very highest in
terest to the revenue.

STAMPS ON CHEMICAL PAPER.
The older collectors recollect the 1866 series 

of Brazil appearing with a strange blue tinge to 
tne paper, but few, if any, knew the cause of 
this peculiarity. It was vaguely called chemi
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cal paper, but what the purport might be or 
what advantages it offered has remained a 
mystery up to the present date. It now trans
pires that this bluish tinge was caused by the 
paner having been treated with an alkali which 
only slightly altered the appearance of the 
stamp, but when a second solution was applied 
in cancellation, chemical action ensued which 
entirely obliterated the stamp. It will be seen 
by the circular which we reprint in .ull that our 
own Government was experimenting with the 
principle. It is very likely that stamps so 
treated may have passed through the hands of 
collectors and dealers and been discarded as 
worthless owing to the excessive obliteration.

The Brazilian Government does not appear 
to have used the reagent in cancellation for 
we have no recollection of having met with 
specimens badly disfigured. Specimens of the 
2 and 3c. United States stamps so treated are 
now before us, both being distinguished by a 
pale brown tint, the cancelling ink being blue.

“ FRANCIS’ SFLF-CANCELLING 
STAMPS.”

PATENTS APPLIED FOR.
“ S ir:

“ Several years ago I invented and patented 
a mechanical punch for defacing post stamps. 
It was deemed practicable in many respects 
for “ killing” stamps on letters, but the Depart
ment at Washington replied that the attention 
of the Government was turned to chemistry.

“ Since that time I have experimented in 
many ways, and, at length, succeeded in in
venting an effective method of cancelling Pom, 
Inland Revenue, and other stamps, which I 
claim can be accomplished more permanently 
and thoroughly and with less trouble and ex
pense than that now pursued. As an endorse
ment of this statement the reader is referred to 
the appended letters from responsible parties 
of many years’ experience in the department- 
whcncc have issued their special reports.

11 On visiting Washington, and laying the 
matter before the Government, Hon. A. N. 
Zevcriy, the Third Assistant Postmaster 
General, who has charge of these particulax 
subjects, immediately ordered ten thousand 
stamps to be prepared, under my direction, by 
the National Bank Note Company of New 
York, who hav e the contract for the manufac
ture of all United States Post Office stamps. 
This Company was also requested to carefully 
test the merits of the invention, and report ac
cordingly. Commissioner Lewis also ordered 
ten thousand Internal Revenue stamps to be 
prepared under mv direction by Messrs .Butler 
and Carpenter, of Philadelphia, who have the 
contract for Internal Revenue stamps in this 
country. After nearly three weeks of careful 
experiments, the Secretary of the National 
Bank Note Company reported favourably to 
Washington on the invention, and courteously 
furnished me with the annexed letter, the origi
nal of which I have in my possession.

“ In the meantime I had called on Professor 
John C. Drapef and engaged his efficient ser
vices in testing the value of my cancelling ink, 
as comoined with the stamps, and received in 
replv the subjoined document.

“ I sent a copy of this letter to Hon. A. N. 
Zcverly, at Washington, and subsequently 
called on him in person. He then informed 
me that it would be requisite to obtain the 
report of some postmaster as to the practica- 
biliiv of the invention as a newly applied 
method, and accordingly addressed a letter to 
the Bank Note Company to forward some of 
my prepared stamps to T. Coggeshall, Post
master, Newport, R.I., notifying him that it 
was the desire of the Government that he 
should give the matter a thorough testing, and 
then report. I waited on the Postmaster, and, 
after a most careful examination, was told that 
he would report to Mr. Zeverly on his favour
able opinion of the matter. In the meantime, 
Mr. Coggeshall said he would be very happy 
to give me his views in the form of a letter, and 
presented me with the one below. Here we 
have the favourauie report of a practical che
mist on the cfticicncv of my agents ; one from 
the Secretary of a Bank Note Company under 
whose supervision thousands of stamps are 
daily manufactured ; and thirdly, the endorse
ments of an experienced Postmaster, whose re
marks must of necessity have weight with all 
those who are interested in the success of the 
arc as follows: —

“ It is not my purpose to describe fully, in 
these pages, the invention, but merely to give 
the main features of the new principle, which 
arc as folows : —

Self-Cancelling Post Stamps.
“ The paper on which the stamp-head is 

printed is first wet in a certain very cheap 
chemical solution. 1 he stamp is then gummed 
and perforated as formerly. \\ hen purchased, 
the stamp is moistened as usual and attached 
to the letter. But when the Post Office clerk 
takes up the letter to sort it from the others for 
different States, on his right hand thumb is 
a small cot on which is a sponge with a feeder, 
which is soaked in another chemical solution, 
kent secret for Government reasons. Now as 
it^is necessary7 for the clerk to take hold of the 
letter to throw it aside, of necessity his thumb 
comes in contact with the stam p; an instan
taneous combination takes place, and a deface
ment comes out that has been endorsed by 
those who have seen it, as much superior to 
the present ink. Moreover, my cancellation 
can only affect the stamp, which is prepared; 
for if the thumb-sponge wet the envelope, it 
dries off without any mark, whilst the present 
‘killer’ now used, daubs over various parts of 
the envelope, besides' affecting the stamp. 
Take for instance a large envelope with some 
eighteen or nineteen stamps, such as I myself 
have seen cancelled by the present system. It 
requires eighteen or nineteen blows to effect 
this, while with my system the thumb is rapidly
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slid over the whole number of stamps, and by 
this one motion they are njo^e rapidly and 
thoroughly cancelled. Thousands of times a 
day the locality or ‘ Rating Mark ’ is put on the 
stamp, to save time and trouble, which does 
not sufficiently destroy it and leaves an almost 
invariably undecipherable mark of locality. 
1 ms has been positively forbidden by the Post
master General. If my method were adopted, 
the rating mark would always be placed on the 
left hand lower corner, while the thumb, in 
arranging the ‘ letters,’ would cancel the 
stamps,

S elf-Cancelling Internal R evenue 
Stamps.

“ It was necessary that the post stamps should 
not be cancelled till seen by the clerk in the 
Post Office, and afterwards defaced. But it is 
the reverse with Internal Revenue stamps. 
1 hey must be cancelled the moment they are at- 
tacnecl. This has been accomplished after 
much trouble and no little experiment, the 
method being not only cheap, but entirely sat
isfactory. The stamp presents the same ap
pearance as the present one, having been only 
soaked in the prepared water previous to print
ing ; then, when dry, a coat of gum is applied 
over a stencil plate leaving the word ‘ paid,’
‘ canceled,’ ‘ U.S.,’ or any of their equivalents. 
When the stamp is run through the perforator, 
it also passes through two buffers, where a 
powdered preparation is rolled in. When 
wanted for use, by wetting the stamp, as for
merly, the saliva acts as an agent, combines 
the two chemical preparations, and imme
diately a black bar on the words 'paid,’ ‘ U.S,,’ 
come out, permanently cancelling the stamp 
and doing away with the tedious and annoying 
practice now enforced, of putting one’s initials 
on the stamp. When it is known that about 
one million Revenue stamps and nearly one 
million and a half Post stamps are manufac
tured dailv. the value of the invention and a 
granted royalty may be fully appreciated by 
those even of a speculative mind.”

$0tfafefg tn offjer Counfrtee,
Jornal Philatelico.—S. Paulo.

BRAZIL.
This journal brings in one of the last num

bers a detailed list of all the variations of the 
50 Reis of 1893, which we translate for the 
benefit of our readers, who no doubt have 
sometimes found it impossible to arrange their 
stamps’chronologically.

Issue 1893. Southern Cross in an oval, 
Correio and E.U. do Brazil at the top, Jornaes 
and value at the bottom.

Perforated 1 1 .
50 reis ; light yellow-green.

Perforated 1 1 %.
50 reis ; pale yellow-green.,
50 ,, light yellow-green. -
50 ,, yellow-green.

Perlorated 13 by 1 1 .
50 reis; green..
50 ,, yellow-green, (
50 dark yellow-green. -
50 ,, light yellow-green.
50 „ pak  yellow-green.

Horizontally badly perforated, and vertically 
perforated 1 1 .

50 ries ; yellow-green.
Perforated 13 'A by 1 ••

50 rets; yellow-green.
50 ,, light yellow-green.

Perforated 13 ^  by 1 
50 reis; green,
50 ,, pale green.
50 ,, yellow-green.
50 ,, pale green-yellow.

Perforated 1*4 by 1 1 *4 .
50 reis; green.
50 ,, yellow-green.
50 ,, light yellow-green.
50 ,, pale yellow-green.

Horizontally badly perforated, and vertically 
perforated

50 reis ; yellow-green.
50 ,, light yellow-green.

Badly perforated.
50 reis ; yellow-green.
50 ,, bright yellow-green.

Imperforate.
50 reis ; green.
50 ,, yellow-green.
50 ,, light yellow-green.

Same as before, but the letters of Corrieo 
end in two lines at the bottom. 

Perforated u j4 .
50 reis ; yellow-green.
50 ,, light yellow-green.

Perforated 13 by 1 1 .
50 reis; yellow-green.
50 ,, bright yellow-green.
50 ,, light yellow-green.
50 ,, pale yellow-green.

Perforated 13 by 1 1 %.
50 rcis ; yellow-green.

Perforated 13J4 by 1 1 .
50 reis ; yellow-green.

Perforated 14 by ny£.
50 reis; yellow-green.
50 ,, light yellow-green.

Horizontally badly perforated, and 
vertically 1 1 .

50 ,, pale yellow-green.
Horizontally imperforate, and vertically 

perforated 1 1 J4 .
50 reis ; yellow-green.
The same paper gives,an illustration of a 

strip of the 1843 issue, consisting of two 30 
reis and one 60 reis stamp, with a space of 13 
mm between the stamps.

From this strip, it seems that both these 
values were printed on the same sheet which 
was afterwards cut along a centreline, before 
being issued to the public. We do not think for 
one moment that one cliche of the 60 reis value 
was included in the 30 reis plate.
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Strange to say, that although the Exhibi
tion is to be national, foreign exhibitors are in
vited, but they can only show Italian States, 
and wc fear very much that none will compete.

Bolivia 1867 issue are coming in large num
bers into the market, used as well .is cancelled. 
According to the Dresden rhilatelist, they are 
reprints, which have been produced in Bolivia.

The new Barbadoes are said to be put on 
sale for at least a year, and cannot therefore 
be called speculativ e even by the S.S.S.S.

The last clay for application for space at the 
Utrecht International Stamp Exhibition is 
April 15th, and all exhibits must be sent in 
by May 10th.

The Philatelic Society of Victoria has had 
the misfortune to lose their valuable library of 
Philatelic works in the recent fire in Mel
bourne. We can assure our Philatelic breth
ren across the sea of our deepest sympathy, 
and hope the letter we print in another column 
will have the desired result.

NEWFOUNDLAND’S FIRST 
PROVISIONAL.

For the first time in the forty years of its 
existence Newfoundland’s post-office had occa
sion to surcharge stamps. The cause of this 
was the exhaustion of the 1 cent, stamps of the 
Cabot issue in October last, and although a 
new set had been ordered from the American 
Bank-Note Company some time ago, no supply

Editor : G. B. DUERST.

F ebruary 15th, 1898.
We hear already of German stamps sur

charged not Kiao chao, but China in big black 
letters. Wc suppose the wish is father to the 
thought in this case.

A good time seems to be coming for col
lectors of triangular Capes, several sheets in 
mint condition having been found.

Among the old letters in the Post-Office 
“ museum ” is one from Benjamin Franklin, 
addressed to the Postmaster-General in Lon
don on 24th March, 1776. This letter was 
replied to in 1783, the writer apologising for 
the delay on the ground that he “ had been out 
of town for a few days.”

The programme of the forthcoming Italian 
National Philatelic Exhibition is not out yet. 
'1 ne Jury, however, has already been ap
pointed as follows: President, Dr. E. Diena; 
Members, C. Bader-Muller, J. Bernichon, 
Chev. V. E. Caponna, E. Loli, and E. Stock.

VOL. 8.
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of this value could be obtained to obviate the 
deficiency.

Recourse was therefore had to surcharging 
another value, and the one chosen was the 3 
cent, value of 1890 (head of Queen Victoria to 
left). Some 400 sheets of 100 stamps were ac
cordingly surcharged with the words “ ONU 
CENT” in one line between two horizontal 
bars, m e bars are 18 mm, apart and 2 mm. 
wide, crossing the figures of the old value, 
in e  letters ot the surcharge are to be found 
in three positions: —
In Type I. about 3 mm. from the lower bar. 
In Type II. about mm. „
In Type III. about 2% mm. „

Elaborate preparations had been taken by 
ihe Postmaster to avoid a great rush by specu
lators, the principal being that no more than 
five specimens could be sold to any applicant, 
but in spite of this so many buyers appeared 
that it was feared the whole provisional issue 
of 40,000 would be exhausted before a supply 
of new 1 cent, stamps could arrive. The sale 
was therefore peremptorily stopped, and only 
circulars and newspapers for abroad were ac
cepted and had to be paid for in cash, the 
officials affixing the stamps. Thanks to these 
measures no other values had to be surcharged.

As we have said before, 400 sheets only are 
said to have been surcharged. Each sheet 
containing 100 stamps in 10 rows of 10 was cut 
into two horizontally, it is said, to facilitate the 
printing.

The relative value of each variety can easily 
be seen from the following diagram: —

I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I.
I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I.
I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I.
II.. II. II. 11. II. 11. II. II. I ll ■ Ill,

Of the III. Type, therefore, only 1,600 speci
mens exist, and of the II. only 6,400, the rest 
being 32,000.

In addition to this, two distinct shades exist 
in the surcharged stamps, one more greyish, 
the other more lilac.

QJ-en) Heaves fo Cut*
A HISTORY OF BRITISH POSTMARKS, 

by
J. H. Daniels.

Published by UrcOTT Gill, London.
Price 2s. 6d., 184 pp.

A new era of collecting has opened for the 
British collector, and the above book will un
doubtedly contribute largely to collectors 
taking up the study of British postmarks. On 
the Continent, notably in Germany, this study 
has a very large number of adherents and 
several works have already appeared dealing 
with the various postmarks of the German 
Empire and the incorporate states.

Now for the first time a work has also ap
peared in England dealing systematically 
with the postmarks that have been used 
in the United Kingdom and Ireland beginning

with the year 1666, and ending at the present 
time. Special chapters are devoted to the 
obliterations used for Exhibitions, Ship and 
Packet Letters, Special Offices’ Stamps, News
paper Branch Stamps, and Registered Letter- 
marks. A full list of all the numbers used is 
appended and contains all the office numbers 
from 1--999, 001--099, Aoi—A99, and of each 
subsequent letter to K., omitting I. ;K j6  being 
the highest number in use at present.

One little fault, however, we have to men
tion, and this is the absence of the dates, when 
the various alterations were introduced. It is 
the same in stamp collecting, the dates of 
issue being a sine qua non in every good col
lection. It may be extremely difficult in the 
case of postmarks to give exact dates, never
theless this should have been attempted. For 
instance, the present type of obliteration, we 
refer to the one giving the time of posting in 
figures, is illustrated on page 67, No. 206. The 
date given here is April 26, 1895, to our know
ledge this type was already in force at the end 
of 1894.

The work is fully illustrated by some 350 
reproductions of postmarks, including fac
similes of envelopes bearing the signatures of 
Disraeli and Gladstone. It is well printed on 
good toned paper, handsomely bound and 
withal cheap.

We can heartily recommend the work to all 
lovers of philately and especially to those that 
make the British stamps their study.

THE ADHESIVE POSTAGE STAMPS 
OF EUROPE.

W. A. S. ^Vestoby.
Published by L. Upcott Gill, London.

Parts III. and IV., 1/- each.
Two more parts of the excellent book on 

the Adhesive Postage Stamps of Europe by 
Mr. Westoby have come to hand, and only 
tend to confirm our opinion as to the high 
value of the work. The two parts under 
review deal with the stamps of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (conclusion), Bremen, Bruns
wick, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, 
France including China, the Levant, Mada
gascar, Tangier, and Zanzibar, and of Ger
many under the following sub-divisions: 
Thurn and Taxis, North German Confedera
tion and German Empire.

They are written in the well known masterly 
style we are so used to, and will prove of the 
hignest value to every collector. Why the 
author, however, omits to mention the official 
compound perforations of the 1875 issue of 
Finland, and gives the unofficial La Susse of 
France, we do not quite understand. We also 
have our doubts about Denmark not present
ing many difficulties to the collector.

We can strongly recommend this work to 
every philatelist, which upon completion is 
sure to be a valuable addition to the library.
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BRITISH INDIAN ADHESIVE STAMPS

SURCHARGED FOR NATIVE STATES, 
by

C. Steavart-Wilson.
Part 1. Published by the PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

of India. Price 5/-
We are charmed with the first part of this 

work and must congratulate the premier society 
of India to the splendid addition they are about 
to give to our philatelic library.

The first part deals with the surcharged 
stamps of Chamba, Faridkot and Gwalior. 
They are fully illustrated by the following 
plates: —

Plate 1. Chamba errors.
Plate 2. Faridkot errors.
Plate 3. Lower pane of Gwalior six annas 

stamps, showing the two types of 
vernacular surcharge.

Plate 4. Gwalior errors.
In order to dispel the suspicions surround

ing the origin of these stamps, the author gives 
the modes of production as follows:

“ The surcharging is done in Calcutta at 
the Government of India Central Printing 
Pi ess under conditions of supervision, etc., 
which make underhand dealings impossible. 
The stamps to be surcharged are supplied by 
the Supcrintendant of Stamps and Stationary 
under special precautions, and a like number 
have to be returned to him after receiving the 
surcharge. The employees cannot bring into 
the office, or introduce extraneous matter, such 
as unused stamps bought for the purpose into 
the machines and cannot manipulate the set
ting of the surcharge when once passed.”

Each type has to be set 240 times and, of 
course, mistakes are bound to occur, and can
not be avoided. This is given as the reason 
lor the great number of errors existing in the 
surcharges.
In Chamba 24 ordinary stamp and 197 errors 

are given.
In Faridkot 17 ordinary stamp and 56 errors 

are given.
In Gwalior 59 ordinary stamp and 72 errors 

are given.
The wrork is well printed, the illustrations 

are done by photo-etching and are quite clear.
We have not the slightest fear that all speci

alists of Indian surcharged stamps will gladly 
hail the advent of this work,which undoubtedly 
will answer many questions which have hitherto 
puzzled them.

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
VICTORIA.

178, Russell Street, 
Melbourne

1st December, 1897.
Dear Sir

I have been requested to bring under 
your notice that the room formerly occupied

by the above Society, together with the whole 
of the contents, have been totally destroyed 
by the recent great fire in Melbourne, and 
were uninsured.

Amongst the contents was a valuable 
Library of Standard Works on Philately, and 
also bound copies of the leading journals, as 
well as the recognised catalogues of the world.

The loss sustained by the Society 
has been considerable, and it has therefore 
been decided to appeal to the generosity of 
Members and other Philatelists to assist with 
any Books or Journals, which will be grate
ful.'- acknowledged by the undersigned.

Trusting to receive a favorable reply, 
and thanking you in anticipation,

I remain, yours truly,
S. D. Abraham.

©erne.

CUBA, PORTO RICO, and  PHILL 1PINES.

On the proposition of the Colonial Minister, 
with the sanction of the Ministry, In the name 
of my son, the King Alfonso XIIL, and as 
Queen-Regent of the Kingdom, I decree the 
following: —

1 Art.—The following tariff of postal rates 
be approved for the islands of Cuba, Porto 
Rico, and the Philippines, and the same will 
commence with the 1st of January, 1898.

2 Art.—For the use of the said tariff there 
will be made 20 kinds of stamps and 8 kinds of 
postcards, the former will be of the following 
values:—1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 milesimas de peso; 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 15, 20, 40, 60, and 80 
centavos de peso; 1 and 2 pesos; the latter 
will be charged 5 milesimas, 1, 2, and 3 centa
vos for the single, and double those prices for 
the double or reply-paid cards.

Each stamp will bear at the top the name 
of the island and the year; at the sides the 
words: “ Correos," “ Telegrafos,” and at the 
bottom the value of the stam p; they will be 
changed when the Colonial Minister considers 
it convenient.

3 Art.—From the said date the special tele
graph stamps printed for the islands of Cuba 
and the Philippines will be suppressed, those 
given above taking their place.

Given at our Palace, October 8th, 1897.
MARIA CRISTINA,

The Colonial Minister,
Segismundo Moret.

From La Timbrologia Espanola.
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P.5.0.J3. HDverttsec Bbverttelng "Rates.
P r i c k  P k r  I n s e r t io n  :—

Unce. 3 times. 6 times. 12 times
s. <3. s. d. S. d s. d.

ipage ... ... 60 0 5 4  0 4 5  0 39 0
jipage ... -  33 0 28 6 24 9 21 0
1-3 page or 1 col. 22 6 19 6 16 6 15 0
X p a g e  ... ... 18 0 IS 0 13 6 12 0
1-6 page or j£col. 12 0 10 6 9  0 7 6
H page ... ... 9 9 8 6 7 3 6 6
I-I2 page or %  col. 6 9 6 0 S 0 4  6
1-16 page... . . .  6  0 5 6 4 6 4 0
I-24 page or col. 3 9 3  4 3 0 2 6

No smaller displayed advertisements will be taken 
than i-8th of a column.

Advertisements smaller than this must be inserted 
in the EXCHANGE COLUMN, which in future 
will be reduced to the rate of SIX WORDS A 
PENNY, irrespective of length. They will be in
serted in small type and no display whatever allowed.

CASH IN ADVANCE.

Z Q t  3otmaf of <£reftf
Igfcrifam,

t y t  $&oe;rft&er.
SUBSCRIPIONS :—

Per Annum ... ... .. 2/6 post free.
Single number ... ... ... 3d. ,,

All subscriptions commence with January
L’ABONNEM ENT

Par an ... ... ... Fes 3.15 franco.
„ num^ro ... ... ... „ 0.30 ,,

Tout abonnement est date du Janvier. 
BEZUGSPREIS

Perjahr ... ... ... M. 2 50 post frei.
Jede Nummer ... ... ,, 0.25 ,,

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.
N o t ic e  : Publishers of Philatelic Magazines ex

changing with this Journal are requested in future to 
send one copy to the Editor, G. B. Duerst,Rolandseck, 
Athol Road, Alexandra Park, Manchester, and a 
second copy to the Publisher, William Brown, Salis
bury, England.

F ebru a ry  15 th, 1898.

The question of the effect of a 
The Via guarantee given on the sale of a 
Media. stamp has more than once been 

the subject of discussion in var
ious journals. It has been said that the guar
antee carried with it to the purchaser more 
than the mere right to have his money returned 
within a reasonable time after the discovery of 
something wrong in the stamp guaranteed. 
Some have gone so far as to say that the seller 
ought to be made to replace the wrong stamp

with the true article, it being pointed out that 
the buyer believing he has the stamp often 
only discovers it is wrong when the price has 
largely increased.

The seller on the other hand has maintained 
that the guarantee only carries with it the 
genuine belief of the seller that the stamp is 
as represented coupled with an undertaking 
to return the cash paid should it be otherwise.

It has always seemed to us that neither of 
these positions exactly meet the justice of the 
case .

Under the latter proposition it is obvious 
that the seller obtains the advantage, inasmuch 
a.; he by means of the guarantee effects a sale 
when he otherwise would not, and in many 
cases the stamp although wrong may not be 
detected whilst in the hands of the first pur
chaser who alone could obtain from the sellers 
satisfaction upon the guarantee, so even if 
called upon the seller is better off (by the 
amount of the interest on the purchase money) 
than he was when he gave the guarantee.

On the other hand the purchaser’s proposi
tion manifestly goes too fa r : for example, to 
put the case which appeared in a contemporary 
leccntly of the sale many years ago of a set of 
Moldos, in a packet amongst other stamps, all 
the stamps being guaranteed genuine. The 
Moldos as is only to be expected in such a case, 
have turned out to be forgeries. Now it would 
be monstrous to compel the original seller to 
replace such stamps with the rara ares in  
Europe. What is wanted is a via media, 
which will curb any recklessness on the part 
of the seller, and aflord reasonable satisfaction 
and security to the buyer parting with his 
money.

We" have now a judicial decision upon the 
point in a case which was argued before Jus
tices Day and Lawrance on an appeal from 
the decision of the Manchester County Court 
Judge. In that case an orchid was sold as 
Cattlcya Acldamlia Alba upon a warranty. 
When it bloomed 2 years after the sale, it 
turned out to be the ordinary variety and not 
Alba. The County Court Judge took the 
seller’s view as set out above and gave judg
ment for the return of the purchase money 
only. The purchaser maintained he was 
entitled to have the article he purchased re
placed with the proper plant or its value, and 
being dissatisfied with the decision appealed.

Justices Day and Lawrance took a more 
favourable view of what the purchaser was 
entitled to than the Judge below, and held, in 
addition to the return of the purchase money, 
that he should have interest on his money and 
some compensation. This case is analogous 
to the case of a guaranteed stamp. The only 
question which remains open is the principle 
of determining what is reasonable compensa
tion in the case of a stamp, the considerations 
on that head in the case of an orchid being 
materially different. It seems to us that the 
proper way of determining this point is to take 
the difference between the price paid and the
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price at which the particular stamp could be 
purchased when the fault is discovered, and 
then to award the purchaser a reasonable per
centage (we suggest 20 per cent.) of that dif
ference.

Do as I say The var'ous articles in our 
’ contemporary press on the 

not subject of speculative or un
as I do. necessary issues and in 

support of the S.S.S.S. we 
have read with great enjoyment, and are only 
sorry that the labour which some of them must 
have caused their writers has not been spent on 
some worthier object. Some of the reasons 
advanced why the S.S.S.S. should be supported 
are really too frail to deserve notice, did they 
not emanate from the pens of otherwise eminent 
philatelists.

In a certain contemporary we read : “ They, 
t.r., commemorative issues, are objectionable 
only when they are manipulated for the >i>m- 
po.ttal benefit of poverty-stricken exchequers.' 
( The italics arc ours.) Vet in a former num
ber the same writer, in speaking of the British 
Hospital stamps, says: “ We trust every phila
telist will secure a copy of the two v alues—one 
shilling and two shillings and sixpence—anc! 
that those pretty souvenirs of a grand national 
ettort in a truly benevolent direction will find 
a permanent place on the English page of every 
collection worthy of the name.” Now in our 
opinion these two declarations do not entirely 
agree ; in fact it seems to us the one clashes 
with the other. What are the readers ot our 
contemporary really to believe, and how docs 
the writer justify his change of front?

Whatever we do, let us be consistent, and 
not laud to the skies one issue, whatever might 
be the motive inducing one to do so, and im
mediately afterwards shout down another 
which is equally as objectionable, assuming 
either can be placed in such a category.

Our friend the genial editor of the Monthly 
Journal does not agree with us, because de does 
r.ot believe that the stamps condemned by the 
S.S.S.S. are often found in the wastepaper 
baskets of ordinary business houses. Our 
own experience and that of several of our 
friends teach us differently. Canada (Jubilee), 
Newfoundland (Cabot), Greece (Olympians, 
just rehabilitated), Uruguay (La Paz), not to 
mention some of the older issues, condemned 
by the S.S.S.S., have come to this country in 
large quantities on ordinary business corre
spondence. That the high Canadians are not 
often found is not a very sound argument. 
They are on a par with the high British values 
to which no one has hitherto dreamed of 
objecting. Several of our friends, in fact, 
have started collections of this so-called rub
bish, keeping all the commemorative stamps 
and Seebecks on their entires; no doubt in 
years to come they will reap the benefit of thus 
following our advice, just in the same way as 
only too many collectors of old stamps judge

the time tc be now opportune for disposing of 
their hoarded antiquities.

Of course, there is not the slighest doubt 
that collectors of the issues to, say 1890, look 
despisingly on the flood of new issues ; on the 
other hand, it is just as true that new collec
tors cannot possibly hope to ' obtain at the 
prices ruling to-day anything like a complete 
collection, and perforce must commence at a 
later date.

One of our chief objections to the S.S.S.S. is 
that its action brings new issues c/t bloc into 
disrepute, and consequently hurts the feelings 
ot the new collector, who has alreadv sufficient 
to contend with in the high-handed wav in 
which he is looked down upon and treated by 
his brethren of the old school.

To conclude our remarks which we arc 
obliged to make in self-defence, let us add a 
few vvords of advice.

An object that U'ants so much bolstering up 
as the S.S.S.S. seems to do cannot possibly 
succeed. If the matter advocated does not 
find a response in the hearts of the majority of 
collectors (and we deny most emphatically 
that it does) no amount of rhetoric will make it 
succeed. Our vastly increased subscription 
list this year is the best proof that the line of 
action we have taken in this matter has the 
full and unstinted approval of collectors. The 
letters of congratulation we have received 
fioni our readers and the increasing numbers 
of advertisements show us we have nothing to 
fear; as a matter of fact, have forced us to 
print larger editions. We do not say you 
must cooect so-and-so, neither do we advise 
collectors not to collect so-and-so. Let every
one collect what he pleases if he treats stamp 
collecting as a hobby. Those, howev er, who 
look upon stamp collecting as a money-making 
game are well able to look after themselves. 
The greatest enemy to philately to-day, in our 
humble opinion, is the latter individual; he 
who simply buys to force up prices and then 
sells. Such a collector is no more than a 
philatelic gambler. If the S.S.S.S. be again 
constructed we hope it will be on the basis of 
dronping one letter, and be known as the 
Society for the Suppression of Speculators. 
Then every philatelist will give it unstinted 
support.

\Vc cannot conclude this article without 
pointing out that in the very numbers of our 
contemporaries running down particular issues, 
advertisements appear of the publishers and 
others offering for sale the identical stamps, 
calling forth such strong comments from the 
editors of the papers. A man is known by the 
companv he keeps, -so a guide to a paper is 
the class of advertisements. What would be 
thought of a philatelic journal in its advertis
ing columns inserting offers of forged stamps 
on original envelopes) From the point of 
view of our friends, the stamps condemned hv 
the S.S.S.S. form a greater danger to philately 
than anything else. In spite of this, they
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allow their valuable papers to be the means 
of facilitating the purchase of that which in 
time is said to bring ruin to our hobby.

We commend the heading of these lines 
to the consideration of our friends. Let us 
be true and consistent and do not let our 
actions clash with our words.

I am directed by the Committee of the 
Society for the Suppression of Speculative 
Stamps to inform you that the Sub-Committee 
of the Philatelic Society, London, have speci
ally considered the question of the proposed 
issue of stamps in connection with the Jubilee 
Free Public Library at Otago, New Zealand.

The Sub-Committee are of opinion that these 
stamps are undoubtedly of a speculative nature 
and constitute an attempt to induce collectors 
to include in their collections labels which are 
absolutely useless and worthless, and they 
would advise all amateurs to have nothing 
whatever to do with them.

Yours truly,
BY ORDER OF THE COMMITTEE,

H. R. OLDFIELD,
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer.

gtucfrdftan (Ttofee.
By

A. F. BASSET HULL.

The “ Record Reign” 2d. of New South 
Wales has undergone a change of shade from 
dark blue to ultramarine. This change was 
rendered necessary on account of the darker 
colour failing to show up the postmark with 
sufficient distinctness. The new colour was 
issued on the 1st instant.

I have seen a set of stamped envelopes which 
it is proposed to issue for Tasmania. There 
are only two values, viz., 2d. and 2j^d. The 
stamps are printed in the right upper corner 
of the envelopes, from clichea of the type of 
the current adhesives, and in the same colours 
respectively, green and magenta. The paper 
is white laid, and the size 142x80 mm. On 
the address side of the envelopes there are very 
artistic views of Tasmanian scenery, produced 
from Indian ink drawings made by Mr. D. 
Warry. There are twelve of such views in

all, six on the 2d.t and six on the 2%d. enve
lope. The views are in black. These enve
lopes are intended to advertise the charms of 
Tasmanian scenery, and I do not think that 
they were issued with any intention to exploit 
the pockets of philatelists. Of course there 
are so few comparatively who collect entire 
envelopes at all that very little harm can be 
done to collectors by the issue, and they are 
certainly pretty things for visitors to use when 
writing home to their friends.

Adverting to the remarks in my last com
munication on the subject of the 40. (?) Van 
Diemen’s Land on laid paper, I have recently 
met with another case which supports my 
theory. In examining the collection of Mr. 
Hall, a Sydney resident, I found a very fine 
unused copy of the octagonal 4d., coarse plate, 
cut square. On turning it up to the light I 
found that it was on the wide laid paper. Mr. 
Hall informed me that he had had the stamp in 
his possession for over thirty years, and that 
it originally came from the collection of a Mr. 
Clerk who was in the same school in Hobart 
as the Bests, Davies, and Brown. Mr. Hall 
was also attending the school, and well remem
bers the rivalry that existed between the boy- 
collectors mentioned.

£aj>ftng 45offecftom

'1 he stamps at the British Museum have 
again been changed. The stamps of Spain 
from 1852 to the end of 1872 are now on view, 
and undoubtedly make a very fine show.

To Mr. W. T, Wilson we are indebted to 
the following warning respecting

BRITISH EAST AFRICA.
Provisional, 1891, surcharged in manuscript 

and initialed A.B. ia. on 4a. brown.
I have recently had offered me from Bombay 

several of these stamps which are fraudulent. 
The surcharge is genuine, but the stamps have 
been used fiscally, in the usual manner. This 
has been partly cleaned, and they have been 
neatly obliterated with the proper postmark, 
Mombassa, 1891.
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BY
G e o . B . D u e r s t .

( C ontinued fro m  page  8.)

Strange to say Mr. Moens does not mention the stamps of this issue in his 
work on the stamps of Schleswig-Holstein; in his large catalogue, however, they 
are given and headed “ Gouvernement Insurrectionnel.”

The decree for this issue was dated Kiel, April 2nd, 1850, and reads as follows:
Conformably to the decision of the Chamber of Representatives on the 26th 

of March of this year the Government decrees as follows:—
§ 1. The Finance Department be authorized to cause stamps to be 

manufactured by the affixing of which the franking of letters according 
to the tariff can be done.
These stamps will bear the coat of arms of Schleswig-Holstein.

§ 2. Whosoever
1) manufactures or forges stamps with the view of fraud or uses such 
imitations or forged stamps for the franking of letters or
2) helps the author of the forgeries to use such imitations for the 
franking of letters or procures others to do so— will be punished with 
penal servitude up to 5 years.

This decree gives neither the value nor the colours in which the stamps were 
to be issued. Several designs were submitted, and one of them being approved of, 
the firm of H. W. Kobner and Lehmkuhl in Altona secured the printing contract. 
They were ordered to print the stamps on what is called “ Dickenson paper,” i.e .( 
paper containing either vertical or horizontal silk threads. This was obtained 
from Pasing near Munich in Bavaria and had blue vertical silk threads.

An official notice dated Kiel, November 5th, 1850, describes the stamps, and 
also gives the values to be issued in the first paragraph. § 2 says, that only 
“letters,” not parcels could be franked by these stamps. § 3 deals with letters 
either not lranked at all or insufficiently franked, and strange to say in either case 
the addressee had to pay the full postage, and no account was taken of any stamps 
that may have been put on the letters. If too many stamps had been affixed to 
any letter the sender had to bear the loss. A further curious remark was that 
no stamp could be used a second time.

A further official notice published the same day for the use of the officials 
deals with the cancellations. Strange to say neither the word “ obliteration” 
nor the word “ cancellation ” was used, but the word “ blacken ” (schwarzen) . 
The despatching office bad to “ blacken ” every stamp with the official die (17 
horizontal lines surrounding a square containing the number of the office in the
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centre). If any stamps were not " blackened ” at all or too lightly, the Receiving 
office had to cancel them with the date cancellation die, which ordinarily had to 
be put on the envelope.

These stamps were printed in sheets of 80 stamps.
To Mr. Rosenkranz I am indebted for the above decrees, as also for the fol

lowing figures of the quantities printed and delivered :

Nov. 10, 1850 
„ 25, „ 

Dec. 24, ,, 
Feb. 14, 1851

1 schill. blue.
80,000
20,000

100,000
1 , 100,000

2 schill. rose.
40.000
20.000

100,000
540,000

Total 1,300,000 700,000
" The cost of the dies was 1000 Mk. Crt. = £58 6s 8d 

,, ,, printing ,, 1250 ,, = £72 18 4d
At the post offices stamps to the value of 1599 Mk. 2 schill = £93 5s 7d were 

sold, and letters franked with such stamps numbered 8701, and the value of the 
stamps used was 893 Mk. 3 schill. = £52 2s.

A third die of the value of 3 schill. was also made but not used.
Issue of 15th November, 1850.

Large double-headed eagle with the ducal coat-of-arms embossed in the 
centre, above which the word POST, and below the word SCHILLING. In 
the two top corners are the letters S and H, meaning Schleswig and Holstein, in 
the two lower corners the values in figures. Printed in colours on white 
Dickenson paper with vertical blue silk threads. Imperforate.

1 schilling blue, dark and light.
2 „ rose, „ „

Mr. Rosenkranz thinks the first printing of both values to have been in the 
darker shade, as nearly all the remainders are light blue and light rose.

The cancellation die numbers run from 1-42. Those mostly found are 
3 (Altona), 11 (Gliickstadt) and 18 and 19 (Kiel). -

Schleswig-Holstein possessed also the following post offices : Hamburg (12), 
Liibeck (20), Eutin (10) and Schwartau (42), although these places were outside 
the two duchies.

The provisional government was dissolved on February 1st, 1851, the stamps 
could, however, be used for franking letters until the end of' August.

The large remainders were sent to Copenhagen with all documents and dies. 
They have been sold gradually, and their present high price seems to indicate 
that the stock must be nearly exhausted.
• Reprints of this issue do not exist.—(To be Continued).
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The Sheffield Philatelic Society, though only 
established three or four years ago, held on 
the 25th ult. its first exhibition at the Cutler’s 
Hall ; a better place could not have been 
found if the members were to look far and wide. 
Plenty of light and large rooms ensured a good 
view of the exhibits without being in any way 
crushed, although a good number of visitors 
were nresent, a charming selection of music 
by a good band made the evening a delight
ful one for all, visitors as well as members. 
The Lord and Lady Mayoress were amongst 
the visitors that were welcomed by the Presi
dent. Mr. J. F. Peace. Other visitors present 
were from London, Manchester, Oldham, and 
Leeds.

The exhibits were neatly arranged on long 
tables; they weTe mostly, on sheets. A few 
albums were also shown.

The President’s collection was chiefly of the 
countries of Europe, and included Great Brit
ain, Austria, Belgium, Northern and Southern 
States of Germany, German Empire, Holland, 
Hungary, Prussia, Russia, and Saxony ; also 
Canada, Newfoundland, Chili, and Japan, the 
issue of some of these countries being complete 
flic stamps of Canada included a complete un
used set of the Jubilee issue, % cent, to 5 
dollars, bearing pictures of our Queen in 1837 
and 1897. They are in excellent condition. '1 he 
Newfoundland also included the Jubilee issue, 
these bearing pictures of the Queen, Prince of 
Wales, views of the coast, and pursuits of the 
country. The Japanese were remarkable, as 
thev were all forgeries, and had been purchased 
in that country. It is worthy of noting by col
lectors. that the authorities in that country 
allow these stamps to be sold if they bear a 
syllabic character, denoting “ Forgery,” but it 
requires an expert to decipher them. A char
acteristic of the President’s collection was the 
neatness and arrangement of all the stamps. 
On the first sheet each country’s proper coat 
of arms was placed, each sheet contained the 
name printed by hand in old English type, 
and all issues were classified according to date, 
watermark and perforation. Mr. R, Sneath 
exhibited ten sheets of British East African 
stamps, including registration envelopes, post
cards, and wrappers. Amongst them were 
many rare provisional stamps and surcharges, 
and full sets of the latest permanent issue used 
and unused, in pairs, strips, and blocks, as 
well as the latest provisional issue, namely, 
Zanzibar stamps over printed “ British East 
Africa” in three lines. An interesting feature 
of this collection was the Uganda locals, two 
of which were shown, representing the first and 
second issue. These stamps were made by 
the Rev. E. Miller, who acted as postmaster 
at Uganda. Also included in Mr. Sneath’s 
exhibit were six cards of British South 
African stamps, including the early issues and 
several values of the Provisional issue of Bulu-

wayo, on Cape stamps, also the last issue com
plete in singles, pairs, and blocks. Mr. 
Sneath also exhibited a fine assortment of tne 
stamps of Central Africa—Zanzibar, including 
registration envelopes, postcards, and wrap
pers: the stamps of Gambia, Queen’s head, 
1878-9 issue of the Transvaal, Niger Coast, 
Queensland, South Australia, and other 
varieties of British Colonial stamps.

The most imposing display was made by 
Mr. G. H. Hunt, who is an old and ardent col
lector. It comprised nearly 400 varieties of 
postage stamps of Great Britain, including 
the id. and 2d. Mulrcady envelopes and 
wrappers, issued in 1840, and" fine shades of all 
issues, with the various watermarks; the rare 
as. brown, and all the high values, including 
the /.5 orange. Also specimens of all the 
values of embossed envelope stamps, single 
and compound, and English stamps sur
charged with Turkish currency, for use in the 
Levant post-offices. A unique and almost 
complete display of the postage stamps of our 
African possessions are seen. The stamps of 
the various Chartered Companies were numer
ously represented. The British South Africa 
Comnany was complete, including the Bulu- 
wayo Provisionals. A fine collection of Cape 
of Good Hope included the celebrated Provi
sionals, printed in the Colony, from wood 
blocks. British Bechuanaland issues were al
most complete, with a fine scries of the unap
propriated dies, including high values. Brit
ish East Africa and Zanzibar Protectorate were 
shown complete with all the rare Provisionals, 
and another Chartered Company'—the British 
Central Africa Company. An almost com
plete collection of the stamps of Mauritius in
cluded many old and rare varieties, forming 
an interesting display. The curious labels 
issued for the British Consular Mail in Mada
gascar attracted attention, and the bright bi
coloured stamps of the Seychelles were notice
able. The stamps of Natal and Zululand in
cluded the complete surcharged British 
stamps, and the rare 5s. specimen. Turning 
to the West Coast of Africa, there were stamps 
of Gambia, Gold Coast, Lagos, Sierra Leone, 
St. Helena, and the Niger Coast Protectorate. 
Probably such a large and complete collection 
of United States postage stamps as exhibited 
has not been seen in this neighbourhood be
fore, and an immense amount of patience and 
research has been expended in getting it to
gether. It is practically complete, and num
bers over 500 varieties, all in the finest condi
tion. Many are very rare and difficult to 
obtain, including the set of 1869 issue, without 
grill, tne Periodical stamps, official depart
mental stamps, and embossed envelope stamps 
of the various dies. Oceania is represented 
by Fiji, New South Wales, New Zealand, 
Queensland, Tasmania, Tonga, Victoria, and 
Western Australia. In addition, almost com
plete collections of the Republics of Columbia 
and Mexico were displayed.
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Mr. J. H. Chapman sent a very fine collec
tion of the stamps of Roumania, comprising 
nearly 600 varieties, the different watermarks, 
perforations, etc., being very complete. There 
was also a set of the curious Spanish Frank 
stamps of Dr. Thebussem, including the auto
graph of that gentleman. Other countries 
whose stamp issues were represented were 
Naples, Tuscany, Sardinia (containing many 
rare shades of colour), Italy, Norway (com
plete), Belgium, Holland (complete, and show
ing many fine shades), Dutch Indies, Suri
nam, ana Curacao. A complete plate of the 
first English adhesive penny black stamp,with 
the red Maltese Cross cancellation, was shown 
by Mr. Bradley, of Broomhall Park. A simi
lar plate, but showing the black cancellation 
of 1841, was also shown, together with complete 
plates of the first twopenny blue stamp and the 
penny red, each bearing the characteristic can
cellation marks. The exhibits of Mr. Wil- 
mot Taylor included a collection of Great 
Britain, both used and unused varieties, also 
of Honduras, Guatemala, and Nicaragua, 
which showed the wonderful workmanship ana 
shades of colour these stamps contain. The 
following countries were also represented: —
U.S.A., Columbus issue; Canadian Jubilee, 
1807 ; Cape of Good Hope. The work of the 
stamp foreer was on view, and these evidences 
of his skill, together with several sheets of re
prints, would, no doubt, be of use to the young 
philatelist. Mr. H. Hawley sent French, 
Spanish, Hanover, Hamburg, Malta, Cyprus, 
Suez Canal, Gibraltar, and other specimens, 
together with the frame of English issues ar
ranged so as to design the letters “V.R.” and 
a Royal crown. Included in Mr. J. G. 
Hawlcv’s exhibits were 30 cards of English 
stamps on the original letter sheets, compris
ing many rare specimens.

We heartily congratulate the Committee and 
the members of the Sheffield Philatelic Society' 
on the success they have achieved by their first 
exhibition.

The evening concluded with a lantern dis- 
plav by Mr. H. Hilckes. The stamps were 
thrown by reflection on a screen. It was 
perhaps tnc length of the room that made them 
appear rather indistinct, 'rite points by 
which forgeries and varieties could be distin
guished were, however, given by the lecturer 
in his usual lucid manner.

By S. C. Skipton.
BRITISH EMPIRE.

Great Britain, The new regulations regarding free 
delivery of Telegrams have necessitated altera-

tions in the “ Notice ” on the back of the 
' Stamped Telegraph Forms.
Borneo. The following values of the new issues 

have been surcharged ‘ postage due.’
P.D. ic. black, bistre and black.
«c* it carmine.
3C- »» mauve and olive.
5c, 1, vermilion and black.
6c. M olive-brown.
8c. |> mauve.

zac* 11 blue.
Canada. The following of the new issue have, or 

will, shortly appear. ..
ic. bluish-green.
8c. orange.
L.C. jc. green on blue.

Hong Kong. The A .f.P . has a note as follows: — 
“ Dr. K. Benjamin has shown us a remarkable 
stamp of this Colony in the shape of a 2C. rose, 
Watermarked Crown C.A., on a thicker paper 
than the regular stamps, and perforated is, 
with a peculiar rough and uneven perforation. 
It does not in any way resemble the perfora
tion in this gauge, which belongs to the 1883
84 period of the Colonial issues. Can any of 
our English contemporaries explain the 
curiosity,? ” We ate afraid we cannot.

India. Charkari. The Monthly Journal has 
received a supply of the much better
printed than before.

4a. dull purple.
Jhind. The same paper has seen a copy of 

the J£a. with the surcharge in black, upside- 
down, at the top of the stamp.

4a, black and green, surch. inverted.

Mauritius. The ic. has appeared of the new type, 
and the M.J. notes ihe following varieties in 
the colour of the stamp of the Registration 
Envelopes.

ic. lilac and (due,
R .E . 8c. grey, size F.

8c ultramarine, size G.

New South Wales. We have seen copies of the 
newly issued 2d. in ultramarine, and are 
informed that the change is due to the post
mark not showing well on the dark blue.

ad. ultramarine.

New Zealand. The new issue, which has been in 
preparation for some time, will shortly lie 
ready and put on sale. We understand that 
the designs ate very handsome, and if only the 
printing is good it will be welcome. In the 
meanwhile we have received some Post Cards 
from Mr. J. W. Herrold.

The cards are of large size and are inscribed 
at top ‘ new Zealand ’—‘ post (arms) card,’ 
with three dotted lines lor address. On the 
back are four views in colours. The cards 
have Messrs. Waterlow’s name on them.

P.C. id. brown on buff.
l id . carmine on bufT.

Sarawak. We have received [two more values of 
the current type.

16c. gieen. value orange.
31c. „  „  black.

Sierra Leone. The Record notes of the new design.
.d . lilac, name and value carmine.

Straits Settlements. Pahang. The same paper 
notes the

SC. lilac, name and value olive
Selangor. The M.J. notes with Watermark 

Crown C.C.
$3 green and carmine.
$3 „  and mustard.
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Tasmania. Mr. Basset Hull informs us that the 
Government have prepared some very hand
some envelopes of the value of 2d. & 2j$ d. The 
stamps are of the current adhesive type. There 
are on the address side views of Tasmanian 
scencty, from drawings by Mr. D. Warry. 
Six designs appear on the 2d. and six others on 
the 2^d. The views are in black.

E. 2d. green, on white laid, sue 142 x  8o'mm. 
aid. magenta. ,, M „

Victoria. The following is from the Ji/.J.
1857. id. green, emblems, wink, star imperf,, impression on 

both sides.

OTHER COUNTRIES.
Austria. The Post Cards have been modified, the 

word * Correspondenz 1 having a long s instead 
of the usual English short s.

P.C- 2k. brown on buff, for Austrian, Bohemian, Polish, 
lltyrian, Italian, Roumanian, Ruthenian, and Slavonic 
offices.
2+2k. brown on buff, for Austrian, Bohemian and 
Polish offices.

Colombia. Panama. The M.J. notes the 10c. 
surcharged in three lines, ‘A.R.’—‘COLON*
■—‘ COLOMBIA,* and the Collectionneur the 
same stamp surcharge ‘ R ’—‘COLON’ in a 
circle. The first as a Return Receipt Stamp, 
the second presumably as a Registration Stamp.

R . ioc. black ana orange.
R .R . 10c. black and orange.

Denmark. Iceland. The Sa. was issued on Nov. 
1st last, surcharge 1 prir ’ in black and ‘ 3 ’ in 
red. 86 sheets of 100 were surcharged thus, 
and on Nov. 3rd 60 more sheets were sur
charged without the figure 3. There are two 
varieties of the word ‘ prir * on each sheet, 
there being 60 stamps with the word larger 
than on the other 40.

3a in black and red on 5a green, 2 varieties.
3d in black on $a green, 2 varieties.

Ecuador. According to Der Fhvatelist the 1896 
issue were surcharged ‘ 1897-98 ’ in the pro
vince of Chimborazo.

*c. red, surch. in black.
30c. orange.

France. Dahomey et Dependances. Aset of stamps, 
envelopes, etc., of the usual Colonial type is to 
be issued here. The 10c Post Card has already 
appeared.

Germany. China. It is said that Post Cards of Spf. 
and S + Spf. have not been issued.

Holland. Suriname. Two more values of the 
Postage Due have appeared. The sheets con
tain 14 stamps of type i., 1 of type ii., and 85 
of type iii.

P.D. 20c. lilac and black, 3 types.
25C. ,, ,, |t

Mexico. The following varieties of Cards have 
been issued :—

P.C. 3c brown and on white (type, 1S97) Interior.
L .C. ac. with ‘ G. K. B io rklun d ' on back instead of 

‘ B iorklund & Co.’
Portugal. Some stamps are being prepared to com

memorate the 400th anniversary of the dis
covery of India.

Macao and Timor. The ioc. has been 
issued surcharged ‘ 2 avos ’ for b >th these 
places. We believe we chronicled this value 
when we first noted the surcharging of the sets.

Salvador. The current stamps have been surcharged 
for Official use as former issue with illustration 
No 82 in Gibbons.

ic. black and scarlet 
ac. ,, yellow-brown 
3c. ,, bistre-brown
5c. „  orange

ioc. „  blue-green
12c. „  b l«

15c. black and black 
20c. ,, slate
24c. „  yellow
30c. ,, rose
50c. ., purple

loot „  carmine-brown

ERRORS AND MINOR VARIETIES.
Hong Kong. A fresh supply of the $2 stamp has 

been received and the shade is now pale preen, 
the watermark being Crown C.C. and the 
perforation 14. Of the old shade of sage green 
39 sheets (or 9,360 stamps) were surcharged 
“ 1 DOLLAR,” and 15 sheets (3,600 stamps) 
of the new shade have been surcharged.

India. The la. for some time past has appeared in 
a much brighter colour than formerly. No 
doubt the same will in time be surcharged for 
the various Native States.

Argentine. Regarding the 25c. stamp mentioned 
in October last, the A./.P. gives the following 
explanation from M. Luis Sobrino. The 
stamp was manufactured by the South 
American Bank Note Co., in order to form 
part of the 1890-92 set, but the 25c lithograph 
had not been exhausted at the time the 
current, 1892, issue came into use. $10 and 
$50 stamps were also prepared, but never came 
into use.

China. Chinkiang. The A.J. P. notes a horizontal 
pair of 5c. green, imperforate between.

Ecuador. The Jubilee Ic. Stamp has been seen with 
the circular surcharge inverted.

Guatemala. The Exhibition Stamp of 12c., both 
without and with the surcharge ic., exists on 
paper coloured on one or on both sides.

Haiti. The A.J.P. chronicles part of a sheet of the 
ic. imperforate horizontally.

Mexico. The same paper notes a pair of (he 1892 
4c. with watermark, imperforate between.

Roumania. All the values of the current set are now 
said to have been issued perforated 11

Samoa In the fresh printing that has taken place 
lately, the 2 !^d. is again rose, and the 6d. is 
more of a maroon shade.

Spain. Philippines. The M.f, notes copies of the 
following with the surcharge inverted.

15c. in black on 15c. carmine.
20c. in blue on 20c. brown.
20c. in black on 20c, violet-brown.

* Unused. t  On original.
Messrs. Puttick & S impson, Jan. 4th and 5th.

„  Vf.ntom, Bull, & Cooper, 103rd Sale, 
Jan. 13th and 14th-

Messrs. Chevblry & Co., 123rd Sale, Jan. 15th. 
Mr. Hadlow, 112th Sale, Jan. 17th. £  s. d.

45 Wurtemburg, 70k. ... ... . . . 2 0 0
216 St. Kitts, 6d. olive*....................... 2 14 o
Messrs. Puttick & Simpson, Jan. 18th and 19th. 

Mr. R. S. Gray, 7th Sale, Jan 22nd (Glasgow).
2

n s
153
158
166
226

Argentine, 1864, 15c. imperf.f 
Gt. Britain, oct., 6d.,* no gum 

„ „ l«h.* gum
,, 2/- brown ...
» £ l> wmk. anchor

N.S.W., large square, 8d., imperf.

16
10
6
6
7

10
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Messrs. BOH L k  Co., 42nd Sale, Jan. 25th.
„  Ventom, Bull, & Cooper, 104th Sale, 

Jan. 27th and 28th.
Messrs. Chevelev & Co., 124th Sale, Jan. 29th. 
Mr. H adlow, 113th Sale, Jan. 31st.

47 Naples, J^t., aims, slight tear . . . 7 7 0
48 ,, J£t., cross .......................  2 i j  o
72 Spain, 1850, ior, blue-green . . . 2 8 0  
90 Tuscany, 31......................................6 15 o

130 Mauritius, 1848, 2d., medium ... 3 15 o
131 ,, ,, 2d., ea rly .............to 10 o
205,7 B. Guiana, 1853, ic., £2 12 O and 2 10 O
248A N. Brunswick, 1 /- violet ............. 8 1 5 0
250 Newfoundland, I/- carmine, damaged 3 5 0
258 N. Scotia, if- mauve ............. 5 7 6
288 U.S., 1869, set,* no gum ............ 9 0 0

Messrs. Buhl & Co., 43rd Sale, Feb. 9th.

$>u6ft60er*e (itofes.
1 have much pleasure in announcing that my 

new Retail List is now ready and will be sent 
post free on application. 1 very much regret 
that it should have been so long, but, owing to 
the dilatoriness of the printers, it was beyond 
my control. At last, however, it is out. I 
think it will he found very complete, containing 
as it does a list of over 100 packets to suit all 
pockets and all tastes. A list of over 1000 stamps 
at a halfpenny each ; and some 900 or more 
sets, besides a complete list of all my publica
tions and philatelic accessories.

I have just brought out a small book, which 
should be very useful to collectors, namely, a 
“ Collector’s Want List Book.” It is ruled in 
columns for name of stamp, catalogue number, 
price, remarks, etc., and can be used by col
lectors for making a list of the stamps they 
require. It is of convenient size and can easily 
be carried in a pocket book or vest pocket. 
Price 3^d. or 2/6 dozen post free.

I also draw attention to my hinges, which are 
now die cut and all four corners rounded. 
They are of one size only, but of three qualities.
A. is now made of thinner, tougher and more 
transparent paper than formerly, and are by 
far the best hinge in the market—pure gum.

E. is a cheap hinge made of thin  paper, 
not pure gum, but coated with a preparation 
admirably suited for a stamp mount, These 
have been got out as a specially cheap hinge and 
are very suitable for club sheets. Price 6d. 
per i,ooo.

F. same as E., but coated pure gum. 8d.
1,000.

Size of hinge—size to take a Bulgarian stamp 
without over-lapping.

We now advertise a new packet, namely, 6d ., 
which contains 300 varieties, for only 1/9 post 
free. This packet catalogues over 25/- con
siderably, and is the cheapest packet ever 
offered, and is bound to give satisfaction. 
Among the many good stamps which the

packet contains is China, Martinique, Soudan, 
Venezuela, Negri Sembelan, etc. It is the 
cheapest 1/9 worth of stamps ever offered.

A special feature of my new list is the list of 
over 1,000 stamps at halfpenny each. This has 
never before been attempted and 1 am sure it 
will give great satisfaction to the young col
lector. A good many of the stamps in this list 
are catalogued at 2d. and 3d. each and even 
more, and I can confidently recommend it to 
all with small collections who wish to increase 
their collection at a small cost.
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MEMBERSHIP.
Candidates for admission must be over 18 

years of age, and supply at least two satisfac
tory references. They will then be proposed 
for election, and if no objection be lodged 
within fourteen days, be duly elected. The 
entrance fee, 2s. 6d,and subscription, 5s,should 
accompany the application, and will be re
funded in the event of the non-election of the 
applicant.

The following is now proposed in accordance 
with the above : —

John S. Miller, 3, Mount Horton Road, 
Nottingham.

Proposed by T. H. Hinton, seconded by 
S. C. Skipton.

NEW MEMBERS.
269. J. E. Leighton, Nottingham.
270. Frederic Gerhartz, Bradford, Yorks.

REINSTATED.
47. H. Thompson, 31, Crowndale Road, 

London, N.W.
The above member having withdrawn his 

resignation is hereby reinstated.

RESIGNED.
245. E. Guiness Cullin, Penang, Straits 

Settlements.

LIBRARY.
The Hon. Librarian acknowledges with 

thanks “ Philatelic Record,” Januarv and 
February, from Messrs. Buhl and Co., Stamps 
No. 1, Yol. II. enlarged series from F. L. Hey- 
gate, Rushden, R.S.O. ; “ Melita Philatelic 
Chronicle,” Nos. 1 and 2, from Alfred Muscat, 
Malta; “ The Home Worker,” January, 1898, 
from Knoxville, Tenn., U.S.A.

NOTICES.
Members are requested to remit their sub

scriptions when cards of membership for 1898 
and receipts will be forwarded.

THOS. H. HINTON,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer of the 

Int. Phil. Union.
5, Paultons Sq„ Chelsea,

London, S.W.
February toth, 1898.

BIRMINGHAM PHILATELIC SOCIETY.
Honorary President, W. B. Avery, Esq. ; 

President, W. T. Wilson, Esq. ; Vice-Presi
dents, R. Hollick, Esq., W. Pimm, E sq .;

Committee, Mr. H. R. Bewlay, Mr. P. T. 
Deakin, Mr. V. Lundeblad, Mr. T. W. Peck, 
Mr. C. A. Stephenson, Mr. W. S. Vaughton ; 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. G. John
son, B.A., Official Address, 208, Birchfield 
Road, Birmingham.

December 16th. Display “ Uruguay and 
Venezuela.”

Messrs. H. Ferrier-Kerr, R. Dworzak, E. F. 
Marx, B. V. Jenkins, G. B. Seignoret, P. J. 
Painter, Dr. G. Braine-Bartnell, and Miss 
Lauge were unanimously elected members.

Messrs. Wilson and Johnson then showed the 
stamps of Uruguay and Venezuela.

Jan. Pth, 1898.—Paper: “ Hungary,” Mr.
G. Johnson.

The following were unanimously elected 
members:—Messrs. J. N. Marsden, A. C. 
Pinto-Bastos, H. Beiamendi, K. Stachle; 
Count A. 1 . dc TscherniadiefF, Major C. H. 
Johnson.

After tracing the history of Austria and Hun
gary down to 1871, he gave a short account of 
the stamps of the latter country, including a 
description of the various printings, perfs., 
etc.

Perhaps he most interesting point touched 
upon was the watermark of the 1878 to 1897 
issues, on which all the chief authorities differ. 
Scott’s “Advanced Collector” says it is KP in 
interlaced circles 33 mm. in diameter, evidently 
following the early editions of Moens, but the 
latter has now altered it to KL. This is im
proved on by Kohl and by Messrs. Gibbons, 
who say it is Kr in interlaced circles, but this 
is scarcely correct, the watermark being kr 
(both lower case, sans serif) in interlaced 
ellipses, the minor axes of which are 33 mm. 
and the major axes 39 mm.

I t i ' s u m r : — ■
Issue i. May 1, 1871.—Lithographed from 

transfers copied from dies prepared for 2nd 
issue, plain white paper, perf. 9J4 , Head of 
Emp. Francis Joseph to right on uncoloured 
cucular ground, under which is the crown of 
St. Stephen over the national arms. Six 
values: 2, 3, 5, 10, 15, 25ks.

Issue ii. August, 1871, 2, 3, 5, 10; October, 
1871, 15 ; Januarv 1872, 25.—engraved in 
recess, printed from steel plates, plain wove 
paper, perf. g'/i. Reprints are on water
marked paper and perf. n l/ t .

Issue iii. October 1, 187 , on unwater
marked paper; April, 1878, on watermarked 
paper.

An envelope with crown of Hungary above, 
posthorn below, laurel branches at sides, 
in a curve below Magyar Kir Posta. Printed 
fiom steel plates, engraved in recess, per
forated by a single-line machine, the gauge 
varies from to 13)^-single and compound, 
13 being commonest in the no watermark, and 
11% in the watermarked.

On June 1st, 1887, the following values were 
added:—8, 12, 15, 24, 30, 50 kr., and 1, 2 fl. 
Surface printed on watermarked paper, with 
vertical coloured lines printed on it. Enve
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lope smaller, inscription larger, numerals in 
different colour from xest of stamp.

Newspaper S tam ps .—May 1, 1871, mouth 
of post horn to left (1 k r .) ; 1872, mouth of 
post horn to right (1 kr.) October 1, 1874, 
1 kr. yellow, no watermark, spandrels plain; 
1878, orange, watermarked, spandrels plain. 
June 1, 18S7, 1 kr. black, watermarked, paper 
has no vertical lines.

Newspaper Tax Stamps. August 1, 1868,
1 kr. blue, 2 kr. brown ; surface printed on 
paper watermarked Zeitungs Marken in the 
sheet. 1890, watermark “ kr.”

January 20th, 1898.—Mr. R. R. Bogert was 
unanimously elected a member.

Paper: “ United States,” Mr, C. A. Stephen
son.

The whole of the evening was occupied in 
examining Mr. S. M. Castle’s magnificent col
lection of unused U.S.A. in five large volumes, 
Messrs. Castle and Stephenson giving notes 
and commentaries on the various issues as the 
pages were turned over, instead of taking up 
time in reading the paper. A hearty vote of 
thanks was given Mr. Castle for the trouble 
he had taken in bringing his collection specially 
from London to show the members.

It was decided to purchase 25 of the cases 
used at the London Philtelic Exhibition to be 
used for exhibits here.

Exchange packets. Another record.—The 
packets in December were of very fine quality, 
although they only totalled to ,£3,439 2s. 8j£d., 
but they were largely comprised of fine sheets 
belonging to English, Colonial, and Foreign 
members who are giving up certain countries 
in order to specialise in others.

The same style of thing was continued in 
the January packets, which establish another 
record for exchange societies.

The A packet was £1,543 gs. ij^d.
The B packet was £1,816 2s. 3d.
The C packet was ,£1,055 4 s- 1 *•

. . £ 4 ,4 > 4  16s. 3J^d.
This is not only the highest amount ever cir

culated in any Society or exchange in Eng
land, but it is by far the best ralve, and the 
splendid purchases made by the members who 
have already seen the packets fully testify to 
their appreciation of having such fine sheets 
to select from. Very few of the stamps are 
at more than half catalogue (except the current 
unused), and many are below th a t; while the 
unused Colonials in A anu B amount to more 
than half those packets, while C contains some 
£600 worth of unused Europeans in mint con
dition.

EDINBURGH.
The Scottish Philatelic Society held its 

first meeting in 5, St. Andrew Square on the 
evening of the 27th of January. Mr, A. Smatl, 
vice-President, occupied the chair, and the 
other members present were Messrs. Richard
son, Hobbs, Fleming, Hunter Kerr, and Fish.

The new rules were submitted to the meet

ing, and on a motion by Mr. Richardson, 
seconded by Mr. Fleming, they were unani
mously accepted.

It was decided that meetings should be held 
in 5, St. Andrew Square, on the second Mon
day of each month, at 8.15 p.m.

Mr. Richardson moved, Mr. Smail seconded, 
and it was unanimously agreed to, that the 
TlMatelic Journal of Great B rita in  shall be 
the official organ of the society.

Messrs. A. Shilton, Percy B. Scott, Me 
Hutchcn, and H. Clark were duly elected 
members.

According to the rules now adopted, the 
Exchange Packet falls to be arranged and sent 
out by the Secretary and Treasurer ; and it 
was considered a good arrangement for mem
bers of Section 1 to send in two sheets on the 
first occasion, the value of one of the sheets 
being at once placed to the member’s credit.

The Secretary was instructed to apply for 
membership in the Stamp Exchange Protec
tion Society.

The next meeting is to be held on Monday, 
the 14th of February, and Mr. Smail agreed 
to read a paper on “ A Comparison of the 
Prices of stamps during the last quarter of a 
Century.”

The meeting then terminated.
The Secretary begs to acknowledge receipt 

of a copy of the London Philatelist for Decem
ber.

WILLIAM FISH,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

Manchester P hilatelic Society.—Pre
sident, W. Doming Beckton ; vice-Presidents, 
F. Barratt, Ernest P e tri; Hon. Sec:, A. H. 
H arrison; Assist Hon. Sec., C. H. Coote; 
Hon. Treasurer, G. B. Duerst ;Hon. Librarian,
J. C. North ; Committee, W. Grunewald, W. 
W. Munn, J. H. Abbott.

The annual dinner was held at the Grand 
Hotel on Wednesday evening, the 5th January, 
and was numerously attended by members 
and friends.

The menu, which was printed on artistic 
cards specially designed for the occasion, bear
ing emblems of the Empire and its principal 
dependencies, was as follows: —

Soups.
Mock Turtle. Consomme Julienne.

Fish.
Turbot, Hollandaise Sauce. Fried Smelts.

Pommes nature.
Entrees.

Sweetbread Patties. Mutton Cutlets h la
Soubise.
Relevfs,

Roast Sirloin of Beef. Boiled Turkey, 
Celery Sauce.

Boast.
Golden Plovers. Salade.

Sweets.
Lemon Pudding. Souffle Glacd.

Dessert.
Cafif.
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The usual loyal toasts having been drunk 
with acclamation the President, in a short con
gratulatory speech, referred with satisfaction 
to the recent considerable increase of member
ship and expressed a hope, that the high 
quality of the work done by the Society in the 
past might be fully maintained in the future.

The proceedings were enlivened by vocal 
selections by Mr. G. F. H. Gibson, Mr. W. 
Cooper, (with banjo), and Mr. K. Petri (with 
guitar), the dinner arrangements being carried 
cut by a sub-committee consisting of Messrs. 
Buxton, Gibson and Oxley, whose able man
agement was largely conducive to the success 
of the evening.

The eighth ordinary meeting of the session 
was held at the Grand Hotel on Friday evening, 
the 14th January, the President in the chair, 
there being present also 20 members and 3 
visitors.

The minutes of the previous meeting having 
been read and confirmed, the President referred 
with regret to the death of Mr. Watson Han- 
mer, and moved a vote of condolence with the 
family of the late member, which the Hon. 
Secretary was requested to convey to Mrs. 
Hanmer.

The President moved a resolution to the 
effect that this Society forthwith undertakes 
to bring up to date the “ Compendium ” written 
by Mr. J. M. Wears, a sub-committee being 
appointed to carry out this object.

After a short address on the stamps of the 
British Empire, Mr. J. H. Abbott proceeded 
to give a lantern display, commencing with 
the Mother Countrv. and then throwing on 
the screen groups of all the different colonies 
and dependencies. The various printings of 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co., De la Rue 
and Co., etc., were pointed out and explained 
by Messrs. Abbott and Beckton, the proceed
ings being terminated by a hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr. Abbott., and Mr. B. J. Beckton, 
who helped to manipulate the slides.

A. H. HARRISON, Hon. Sec.
Manchester, 22nd January, 189S.
Oxford P iiflatklic Socikty.—The an

nual meeting was held on Tuesday, January 
tSth, in St. Giles’ 1’arish-room, Dr. J. A. H. 
Murrav in the chair. Twelve members and 
nine visitors were present, including Mr. H. 
F. Lowe, Mr. Hilckes, and Mr. P. L. Pember
ton, from London. After the usual business, 
the Secretary and Treasurer read the reports 
for the year. The average attendance was 
45 per cent, of the number of resident mem
bers. Three members—Mrs. B. Batty, Mr. 
M. Wootten, and Mrs. M. D. Stark—were 
elected ; one member resigned. One name 
was removed for non-payment of long-stand
ing debts. During the year one paper was 
read by the President (Dr. Murray), three by 
the Vice-President (Rev. H. Cummings), three 
by Mr. G. R. F. Turner, and five by the Sec
retary. Portions of members’ collections were 
exhibited. Two members, Mr. Heurtley

Sankcy and Mr. Turner, sent exhibits to the 
London Philatelic Exhibition, the latter show
ing his incomparable collection of Oxford Col
lege stamps, etc., for which he was awarded a 
Silver Medal. The Secretary was appointed 
to act as one of the extra judges, for which 
services he received a special silver medal.

Mr. Turner and the Secretary were present 
at the opening of the Exhibition by the Duke 
and Duchess of York.

Various gifts of books and papers have been 
made by publishers and others, and a special 
vote of thanks was passed to them.

The Treasurer’s report showed a balance in 
hand of £1 15s. 9d. It was mentioned that 
numerous subscriptions were outstanding. 
The question of raising the subscription to 5s. 
was discussed, and adjourned.

It was agreed that future meetings be held 
at 5.30 p.m. instead 01 8 p.m. on the second 
Tuesday in the month.

The Officers and Committee elected were 
the Rev. H. Cummings (President), Dr. J. A.
H. Murray (Vice-President), F. A. Bellamy, 
F.R.A.S., 4, St. John’s Road, Oxford (Hon. 
Sec. and Treasurer), Mr. Heurtley Sankev, 
M.R.C.S., Mr. V. H. Velcy, M.A., Mr. J. ft. 
F. Turner, Mr. A. Cannon, Mr. E. A. Bacon, 
and Mr. F. J. Williams (Committee). The 
usual tnanks were voted. The Rev. C. A. 
Comfort was proposed for election.

Mr, G, R. F. Turner then exhibited four 
comnlcte and one partially complete sheets 
of Cape of Good Hope triangular stamps in 
magnificent state of preservation. These 
sheets, which Mr. Turner has had the good 
foitunc to acquire, contain 240 stamps (one 
has only 192 stamps left), and are of the id, 
4(1., 6d., is. (two shades) values.

The exhibition caused much pleasure and as
tonishment to those present, and a very heartv 
vote of thanks was unanimously passed to Mr. 
Turner. Mr. H. F. Lowe then exhibited his 
fine collection of Ceylon stamps, which be had 
very kindly brought from London for the pur
pose.

F. A. Bellamy,
Jan. 21 st, 1897. Hon. Sec. and Trens,

(Suburban Stami* E xchange Club.—For 
the January circuit two “ A ” and two “ B ” 
packets were made up and despatened by the 

27th, the four packets contained 214 sheets and 
were valued in the aggregate at ^1,921 12s. 4d. 
Northern Europeans were specially strongly 
represented, though many rare specimens of 
Colonials, etc., were offered at much under 
catalogue prices. August packets came back 
from their supplementary rounds in good time 
and accounts were promptly settled. Seven 
applications for membership have been ac
cepted and six declined during the past month 
one resignation also came to hand. As the 
.Secretary has resolved' not to avail himself of 
the privilege of "first pick” lor the future, 
members at the top of the list will have 
greater facilities for bargain hunting. All
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classes of collectors are welcomed, but good 
references are indispensable. For informa
tion, rules, etc., apply to the secretary, H. A. 
SLADE, Inglcside, St. Albans.

TJ?0eefe Wtffjm
The S.P.S. is now in full working order; 

and the S.P.E.S. (a hopeful combination of 
initials th a t!) is fast getting into form for com
mencing work. Three new members were 
added to the number at the last meeting, and 
we hear of more to follow.

We have seen the new rules printed on paper 
of the colour of Chaucer’s “ rathe primrose.” 
The management of the Society will be mainly 
in the hands of a committee appointed at the 
annual m eeting; and the benefits of member
ship are now extended to country and corres
ponding members. As the Scotch are very 
clannish we shall soon expect to hear of appli
cations for membership from many parts of 
the world.

The Exchange, pure and simple, Section 
is somewhat of a novelty for Edinburgh, but 
once it takes hold wre have no doubt of its suit
ing the ways of the Edinburgians.

The George Watson’s Philatelic Society is 
getting along very well.

At a recent meeting it was resolved that at 
present only students at the College be 
admitted as members.

A lecture was delivered by the Treasurer, 
Master W'cdderburn, on the “ Origin of Phi
lately” and it was well received. It must 
have been no easy task to find matter enough 
to write a paper on such a subject.

The Exchange Club goes on swimmingly, 
the number and value of the sheets increasing 
with each successive circulation.

LIVERPOOL.
A few days prior to the last meeting of the 

Liverpool Philatelic Society, I received a 
severe shock in the shape of a postcard announ
cing that a paper would be read on the "Stamps 
of Belgium ” by Mr. Whitwotth. The execu
tive are to be congratulated on the way they 
kept this important event up their sleeve until 
the last moment. Those who attended tell 
me the paper was an excellent one, and a most 
animated and excited discussion followed, 
joined in by Mr. Harry Hilches who was pre
sent as a visitor and who, I see, received a 
\ote of thanks for his valuable contribution to 
the debate.

Other visitors included Mr. Louis Bradbury 
and Mr. Lord. The tatter gentleman very 
kindly exhibited his fine collection. ’

The Society has now nobly vindicated its 
position as a philatelic power in the land, and 
it is to be hoped that no further remarks of a 
carping nature will be heard from those who 
have dared to insinuate that this body does 
little or nothing for local philately. The Com
mittee are now resting on their oars, after 
their arduous exertions preparatory to tackling

the question of another paper to be delivered, 
weather permitting, in 1901. Sober minded 
members are of opinion that this is far too 
soon, and insist that the society should have 
at least ten years to recuperate its energies.

Seriously, Mr. Whitworth deserves the best 
thanks of all for his courageous attempt to 
raise the society from the slough of inaction 
which it had sunk into.

Mr. Hall, Liverpool's only stamp auctioneer, 
has disposed of his Seaforth business and in
tends removing to the more salubrious district 
of Rhyl.

He will still carry on monthly stamp auc
tions here, but was obliged to defer last month's 
owing to the changes in his other business.

Trade here is good, distinctly better than 
last year. New issues of most countries and 
especially colonials are in demand. Old 
stamps, too, in fine condition sell well.

Some months ago two local dealers had 
almost made up their mind to migrate to Klon
dike. They are now selling stamps and re
joicing at the mildness of the weather.

Another man, who adorned the Liverpool 
trade for a sort time, has vanished into thin 
air. All I have heard that several people arc 
quite anxious as to his whereabouts, and are 
asking “ Will he no come back again?”

A melancholy interest attaches to the fact 
that one of the victims of the Crosby Light
house fire, was a near connection of Mr. Geo. 
Burrow, the well known Liverpool specialist 
dealer. DICKY SAM.

Seeuee of 1891.
Pahang.

T h e  2 4 c . S t ra it s  S e tt le m e n ts  s u rc h a rg e d  ‘ P A H A N G  
— ‘ T w o ’ ‘  C E N T S ’ an d  b ar.

Watermark Crown CA. Perforated 14.
1 2c. in Black on 24c. Green.

Varieties.
(A) ‘Two’ in thick Roman ‘ CENTS ’ in thick 
Roman.
(B) ‘Two* „ ‘ CENTS’ in ordi
nary Roman.
(C) ‘ Two' in italics 1 CENTS’ in small Antique.
(D) ‘ Two' ,, ‘ CENTS ’ in thick Roman.

Pf.rak.
The Stamps of the Straits Settlements surcharged. 

‘PERAK’ ‘One’ (‘Two’) ‘ CENT (S)’ and bar. 
Watermark Crown CA. Perforated 14.

1 ic. in Black on 2c. Rose, Types A.B.C.D.E.F.G.
2 ic. ,, 6c. Violet, „ A.D.F.I1.I.J.
3 2c. „ 24c. Green „ D.F.ll.I.J.K.

Varieties.
(A) ‘ P E R A K ' in block italics.

1 One ’ in italics.
‘ C E N T  in italics.

(B) Same as (A), but ‘ O' narrow.
(C) ‘ PERAK ’ in thin Roman.

‘ One ’ in italics.
‘ CEN I’ ’ in thick Roman.

(D) ‘ PERAK ’ in thin Roman.
‘ One ’ in thick Roman (or * Two ’).
‘CENT’ „

(E) Same as (D) but ‘O ’ is over the space 
between ‘ EN.’
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(P0tfafefg Af 5)ome*
AUSTRIA.

As many of our readers have not the oppor
tunity of reading this high class journal we 
reprint the following article by Mr. M. P. 
Castle on the 1867 newspaper stamps of Aus
tria and have not the slightest doubt that the 
reading will prove very useful.

These somewhat primitive and not highly- 
regarded stamps have one strong claim upon 
our sympathies. lu  these days of rapid 
changes it is something to be said in favor of 
a stamn that it remained in use for twenty- 
seven years without a break. This stamp, 
generally known as the lilac Mercury, was 
issued on the 1st of June, 1867, and was not 
suppressed until 1894. Very little has been 
written or said about them in this country, and 
the fact is that their variety of shape is so in
finite, and the variance of impression so 
marked, that collectors have probablv hesi
tated to devote the time necessary to evolve 
order out of an apparent chaos by dividing 
them into tvpes and approximate periods of 
issue. It is, however, generally known 
through the medium of the all-prevailing cata
logue that there are three varieties of the type. 
The best description of these will be found in
M. I. B. Moen's Catalogue of 1892, while a 
more succinct, if less original, definition of the 
types will be seen m the Scott Stamp and Coin 
Company’s Catalogue for advanced collectors. 
Although I find no fault with these two de
scriptions, I think that the salient points ot 
difference can perhaps be better summarized, 
and that in order to enable collectors to readily 
discern the types it is better to emphasise one, 
or perhaps even two, marked features. In 
any case, I take it that the attention of mem
bers of this Society is not unworthily occupied 
in considering or reconsidering type varia
tions on such a venerable stam p! These 
stamns were, I believe, produced by typo
graphy, and were printed in panes of too, pre
sumably in ten rows of ten, containing the 
watermark, extending over the panes, “ ZKIT- 
UNGS MARKKA" ” in capitals. As will be seen 
by the specimens shown to-night, the shades 
are most numerous, and I doubt if any stamp

has ever appeared in more varying colours. 
An interesting account of the causes of this is 
given in the Austria Philatelist, vol. i., p. 391, 
in the course of a series of able notes on the 
Austrian stamps by M. Hans Kropf. He says 
that the constant varieties of colours are 
caused, firstly, by the employment of aniline 
colours, such as mauve, and secondly, by the 
nature of the paper used. Instead of using 
only chemically free pulp for this, material 
containing iron, copper, and ammoniacal pro
ducts was frequently employed. Beyond this, 
and to complete the dislocation of the colour, 
the paper would seem to be saturated with 
chemical products these colours hence be
come soluble, and readily turn to a reddish 
hue, or in cases where these foreign products 
have an even stronger effect, to dirty greenish 
or brownL>h-grey. The original colour in
tended was pale violet, but since the year 1884 
the shades have been less prominent, and seem 
to have settled down to more or less dull lilac.
M. Kropf also calls attention to the very defec
tive printing, which must indeed be patent to 
everyone, by which the most comical appear
ances arc frequently given to poor Mercury’s 
presentment. The question of types is, how
ever, not exhaustively considered by Mr. 
Kropf, who mainly contents himself with the 
observation that lie is unable to assign any 
particular period to the several types, having 
iivquL-ntiv found specimens of varying types 
dated in the same year. As a general rule he 
holds that the specimens issued in 1867 and 
i8G8 lire marked by clear printing, those from 
iSGg to 1879 by heavy printing, and those from 
1880 onwards by good and clear impressions.

The central design of the stamp is a head 
of the god Mercury to left, bearing the winged 
cap or helmet that mythology associated with 
his aerial flights. This helmet to right and 
left, and near the top, bears wings. It is in 

! these wing-, or rather in the right-hand one on 
the portrait, that I consider exists the readiest 
method of denoting the three types.

T ypk I. '
The wing is shaded by fairly clear parallel 

lines, which in no case touch the outline, and 
fall in line with the further parallel lines that 
shade the back of the helmet, but do not pro
ject nearly to the fore part of the said wing.
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At the junction of the latter with the helmet 
in front where the vertical line occurs, it will 
be noticed that the shading beneath it consists 
of five or six small distinct and separate strokes 
placed at an angle of about 45 degrees. The 
lines of shading in the front of the helmet are 
always comnosed of dots. There are no verti
cal lines of shading at the back of the net.

The second test is the outer white circle en
closing the head. This is slightly flattened 
immediately beneath the third ornament in 
the Greek border at the top of the stamp, and 
is drawn apparently so as not to impinge be
yond the coloured line that joins the spandrels 
of solid colour.

Type II.
The right wing is shaded heavily by a num

ber of interlacing strokes that only leave flecks 
of white, and show no trace of parallel lines; 
they do not extend to the front, but leave only 
a narrow and tapering white space on the top 
of the wing. This shading continued to the 
back clearly stands out from the parallel lines 
beneath it. The junction of the wing with 
the helmet in front has a thick vertical line in 
fron t; beneath are two distinct thick lines al
most parallel, in addition to a couple of very 
small ones. The shading is always (like Type
1.) dotted, with the exception of occasional in
stances where heavy inking makes the dots ap
parently continuous. There are vertical lines 
of shading at the back of the neck.

The outer white circle of colour is completed 
below the third ornament in the Greek border 
above by a thin line whicu projects beyond 
the line that should unite the coloured span
drels, and approaches the horizontal coloured 
line that encloses the central design.

T ype III.
The shading of the right wing is practically 

the same as Type II., but leaves hardly any 
white space above. The vertical line of junc
tion in front is rather thinner, while below it 
reverts somewhat to the design of Tvpe I. in 
having five or six separate parallel lines, 
though rather thicker. The helmet is shaded 
back aud front with distinct parallel lines, 
the former extending up to the front of the 
wing. There is no vertical shading at the 
back of the neck. The white circle above 
is broken immednately below the third orna
ment in the Greek border.

These ornaments are irregularly drawn, with 
a tendency to bulge out, notably in the hori
zontal borders ; the double outer lines of the 
border are wider apart, and the whole of this 
has apparently been redrawn.

There are other points of divergence, but In 
view of the great difference in the impression 
it is not safe to rely upon these ; therefore I 
do not further refer to them. I should imag
ine there was only one original die, and that 
it had been at least twice altered.

To briefly recapitulate the most marked 
point of difference in each case:

Type I. Several thin strokes beneath 
wing of helmet.

Tyne II. Two thick strokes beneath 
wing of helmet. ^

Tvpe III. Outer circle does not meet 
above head.

The shades are so numerous as almost to 
defy description, and I am sure that there are 
many that I do not possess. I can only guess 
at the order of issue, but I have roughly placed 
them according to what I consider likely.

Type I.
Pale violet Lilac.
Dark violet Greyish lilac.

T ype II.
Lilac Lilac-brown
Dull violet Brownish-grey.

Grey.
Type III.

Greyish lilac. Dull violet.
There are, of course, shades of each of these 

colours, but in Type III. they are much less 
marked than in the other types. The paper 
of the former is to be found distinctly yellow
ish, and is smoother and better manufactured 
than in the latter. A number of perforations 
are also found in Type III., but, though ap
parently executed for legitimate purposes, are 
not otncial. These stamps, contrary to the 
general run of the older issues of Austria, have 
never been reprinted, and I think, despite 
their uncouth appearance, are yet worthy of 
the interest and attention of the collector.

Mr. C. F. Dendy Marshall contributes some 
“ Notes on the Railway Letter Fee Stamps of 
Great Britain and Ireland,” in which he says, 
that these stamps should appeal to all special
ists of our own country, as they are an issue 
sanctioned by the Government, and on that 
account are entitled to rank above College 
stamps, also that the fact of their association 
with letters ought to make them take preced
ence of Telegraph stamps. In fact, in his 
opinion, they come next to the regular official 
issue of postage stamps in point of interest.

Interest no doubt attaches to these stamps, 
but whether they should rank as high as Mr. 
Dendy Marshall wishes them to be is another 
question. If letters could be sent by rail 
without the Government stamp, then, of course, 
he would be right, but the Railway stamp can 
only be used in addition to the ordinary post
age stamp, hence very little importance at
taches to them.

A further article deals with the stamps of 
Zanzibar and B.E. AFRICA, and this we give 
in full as follows: —

“ We have to acknowledge with thanks the 
following interesting note from Mr. Cyril H. 
Bowden, written at Zanzibar on the 26th 
November, and heartily welcome the intelli
gence that there is likely to be peace in the 
lan d : —

‘ I am enclosing a few additional particu
lars anent the provisional issues of Zanzibar 
and British East Africa, which I trust you may 
find of interest.

11 think there remains little further to be
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said regarding the above issues, and it ap
pears most unlikely that any necessity will 
arise in the near future, for surcharging or 
overprinting. .

‘An impression, I understand, exists that 
the current Zanzibar stamp is likely to be 
superseded by another type of adhesive, bear
ing the portrait of the present Sultan.

‘ I am assured by Mr. Remington, however, 
that any such change is most improbable, and 
that the only one at present in contemplation 
is m connection with the Protectorate stamps, 
the higher values of which it is proposed to 
increase to a size corresponding with that of 
the current British India and Zanzibar issues.”

CURRENT ISSUE, ZANZIBAR. 
STAMPS OVERPRINTED ‘ II. K. A.’

January 1—5, 1897.
Annas

• .
1 , •
1 surcharged 2 l/ A

3 surcharged z x/ z

5 . . . .
7 'A  • • ■ •

B. E. A. STAMPS.

No. Issued.
. 1500
. 4200
. 3000
. 2400
• 3 fjo°
. 1800
. 1800
. 1800

OVK.Rl'RJN 11.1) ‘ ZANZIBAR.’
June 1st, 1896.

Annas No. Issued.
V, . . . .  . 1800
1 . . . .  . 1800
2 % . . . .  ■ 1200

August 12th, 1896.
414 . . . - • 2460
5 .................................................. 1800
■ji/, . . . .  . 1800

‘ ZANZIBAR’ SURCHARGE.
January 5th.

4 surcharged . . • 4 2°°
“ NOTE.—The 1 anna surcharged 2%, as 

catalogued, was never officially printed and 
issued for ‘ Zanzibar ’ ; and, if in existence, 
must be fraudulent. I should be glad to know 
if the red surcharge appears to have been sten
cilled instead of printed.”

The Record—London.
NORWAY.

A further instalment of the excellent article 
on the stamps of Norway by A. H. Harrison 
deals with the 1877 issue. These were printed 
by Petersen in sheets of 100 stamps in 10 rows 
of 10, and perforated most regularly 14% by 
13U.

Regarding the manufacture of the stamps, 
the author continues as follows: “ The im
pressions of the first printings are rough, those 
of the later are clear. The printing at this 
time was done by two methods: firstly, by the 
stereotype process from cast type, coated with 
an electro-deposition of copper; and later by 
the usual electrotype process. This being the

case, it makes it almost a necessity for the 
specialist of the stamps of Norway to separate 
the two printings; they are easily to be dis
tinguished by what one might term the coarse 
(or stereotype) impressions and the clear (or 
elcctrotyped).

The following minor varieties are given: — 
_ 1 ore, drab and bistre-grey.

(1) I he whole design has in some specimens 
the appearance of having slipped during the 
process of printing.

(2) The large figure “ 1 ” in the centre is 
broader by mm. in some than in others 
(due to the unequal wearing of the plate).

(3) 1 he third stamp in the bottom row has a 
blotch of colour just above the serif of the 
large figure “ 1 ” in the centre.

(4) The little figure “ 1 ” before ore (all of 
which are different on the sheet) has in some 
cases the serif curved, in others quite 
straight, joining the main stroke in the top 
almost a t right angles.

3 ore orange.
With a colon after “ POSTFRIM ” instead 

of a full stop.
5 ore, blue, ultramarine (shades). 

Without stop after “ POSTFRIM.”
(1) 12 stamps, “ coarse” impression.

6 stamps, “ clear” impression.
(2) Clear impression. Perforated across the 

stamp about 2 mm. from frame on right, 
consequently imperf. at side.

50 <>re, marone (shades).
Two rows of perforations across the top of 

the sheet.
The other values show no varieties barring 

the “ no stop” variety.
We are also very glad to see illustrations of 

the 2, 3, 4, 8, and 24 skill of the 1863/6 issue. 
They arc, however, too small to enable the 
reader to make out the minute differences de
scribed.

The editor of the Record has started with 
this number a page for beginners. Oh, how 
have the mighty fallen! The Record to 
teach beginners! It is quite a novelty in its 
way, only we are very much afraid the be
ginners will not start by reading the Record 
The first paper starts with Antigua, and is 
compiled from Whitaker’s Almanack and some 
good catalogue. Too much for the beginner, 
and much too little for readers of the Record.

to f$e Cofomee*
The Indian Philatelist—Calcutta.

Minor Varieties in the Straits Settlements 
Stamps of 1891 and 1892.
In 1891 and 1892, the following stamps were 

locally surcharged. ’
1891. —10 cents on 24 cents green C.A.

30 cents on 32 cents orange C.A.
1892. — 1 cent on 2 cents rose C.A.

1 cent on 4 cents brown C.A.
1 cent on 8 cents orange C.A.
1 cent on 12 cents purple-brown C.A.
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The last four varieties appear to have been 
all surcharged from the same setting up of 
type. Like all the others which we are con
sidering, they are surcharged in panes of 60 
stamps each.

On these stamps two varieties of “ N ” are 
found surcharged, which may be called the 
“ Narrow” and “ Wide.” These occur in four 
combinations, i.e.. (i) “ Wide N ” in "O n e ” 
and in “ C E N T ” ; (2) “ Narrow N ” in ditto;
(3) “Wide iv” in “ONE” and “Narrow N” in 
“C E N T ’ ; and (4) “ Narrow N” in “O N E” 
and “ Wide N ” in “ CENT.” These varieties 
occur once in each pane in such a way as to 
show all four varieties in a block of four. The 
first variety is by far the commonest. It occurs 
28 times in each pane of 60; the second is the 
rarest, occurring only 8 tim es; the third is 
found on 11 stamps out of the 60 ; and the fourth 
13 times. The percentage of each to the total 
is, therefore—

<•) 4 6
(2) 13 '4
(3) ' S ' / i

. (4 ) 2I#  . .
In the same issue there are two distinct 

varieties of the “ O ” in “ ONE.” The narrow' 
“O” occurs 13 times in each pane of 60, i.e., 
in only 21% per cent, of the total. The 
“ O N E ” is printed over the “ CENT,” so that 
the “ O ” comes immediately over the “ C,” 
11 times in each pane, i.e., in 18^ per cent, 
of the total number of stamps.

As to the other values, the 10 cents on 24 
cents green is found once in each pane with a 
very- small “ O ” in “ 10.” The “N” in 
“ CENTS” is also found “ wide” on a few 
stamps only. The same variety in the letter 
“ N ” is found in the 30 cents on 32 cents.

Tkt Australian Philatelist—Sydney.
New Issues and Errors of Queensland Stamps.

Thorough collectors of the above will no 
doubt agree with me that they are in a certain 
measure the most vexatious to collect, owing to 
the perplexing varieties in shades, printing, 
and papers. Doubts confront one at the very 
beginning, for it has not yet been definitely 
settled that the is. imperforate of i860 does not 
exist. However, apart from this, the issues 
printed in the colony have led to such vagaries 
on the part of the official in charge of the en
graving department and the one in charge of 
the nrinting inks, that the collector often feels 
inclined to use words not used in the diction
ary, and occasionally wish to have these offi
cials' heads within comfortable punching dis
tance. To describe the various shades used 
m all values up to is. would make the cata
logues not only too lengthy but bewildering to 
the collector ; but there are one or two decided 
ones that have not yet been catalogued. I 
refer to the “ truncated sta r” series of 1868. 
The is. was issued in greyish-green and a kind 
of soiled light green, whilst there is a decided 
shade of olive-green 3d., same series. 1 have 
also discovered a rosy red id. of that series.

In Stanley Gibbon’s and Co.’s catalogue (1897) 
of uritish Colonial stamps they quote a ts. 
(No. 82) bright velvet, “no watermark” ; also 
a is. t-»o. 83) red violet, “ no wmk., burele 
band at back in lilac.” These stamps are 
identical, as in most cases the burele has al
most entirely disappeared, and in the best, is 
not so clear as that on the id. and 2d. of 1879. 
Again, the shades used for the latter two are 
very distinct, and not seen in other issues of 
the same stamp. As regards the error id. 
yellow—I have never seen a satisfactory speci
men of the 1879 issue, but a pure error was 
perpetrated with the id., 1882 type; but with
out “ stop ” on the thick unwatermarked paper 
(no burele). A sheet printed in a dull dark 
yellow escaped the not-very-lynx-eyed official, 
and went into circulation. Only a few are 
known. The next error was the same id. on 
crown and Q paper; colour reddish-brown. 
This, as I was informed by the official best in
formed on the subject, was due to a new mix
ture of scarlet, which on exposure to the air 
after being ptinted turned that colour. Only 
a few copies of this are in existence. A more 
iecent error is the ul. 1895, printed in orange- 
yellow on unwatermarked paper. This 
curious error, of which I have a postmarked 
pair, was due to a proof sheet having got mixed 
with the lot and sent away in the interior,where 
the error was discovered. Having been 
puzzled for some time by these conundrums 
in shades, and well aware what alterations in 
shades could be made from aniline inks by 
speculating collectors, I interviewed the head 
of the Postal Department, and learned that 
the mixer of colours had a peculiar tendency 
to experimenting in shades, and his manipula
tions did not always result in the desired effect. 
Another official, who was a wee bit incon
sistent, was the engraver of stamps. But in 
everv case where the colour of the vermilion 
or red-shaded id. was sought to be altered, it 
tinged the paper, and this collectors will duly 
note. Another error that crept in some years 
ago was when, amongst a supply of id. en
velopes printed especially for the Mount Mor
gan Gold Mining Company, a few packets were 
found with the id. printed in orange-yellow 
and a few in rosy-pink. How these errors 
crept in no one has yet found out. It may 
not be erenerally known that the Government 
does not issue stamped envelopes, and only 
bv special request printed some for B. D. 
Morchcad and Co., Brisbane, and the above- 
mentioned company.

i  tie Department has decided on, and ap
proved of, the following alterations of 
stamps: —

2^d ., present issue to be printed in violet- 
brown.

3d., same design as id. (1897), with figures 
in each corner, colour medium brown.

4d., same as 3d., colour orange-yellow.
6d., same as qd., colour green, as used in 

last issue.
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'lne  is. will also be issued shortly of the 

same design and in same colour as at present.
It is contemplated to alter the colour of the 

2s. red-brown, as it was often mistaken for the 
3d. of the same issue. All stamps will have the 
white background.

tn offjer Countries,

Journal Pkilateltco—S. Paulo.
BRAZIL.

'1 lie above publication brings in the last 
number the following list of perforations for 
the 10 reis blue newspaper stamp issued in 
1890 and printed at the Cam de Mnneda.

The inscription “ Correio Jornaes E. U. Do 
Brazil,” and the value “ 10 Reis” is in five 
lines. The paper is thick wove.

Perf. ii.
10 reis blue.
10 ,, light blue.
10 ,, dark ,,

Perf. 13*4 x 13.
10 reis blue.
10 ,, pale light blue.
10 ,, light blue.
10 ., dark blue.
10 ,, bright blue.

Perf. 1 x 14.
10 reis blue.
10 „ light blue. 
io ,, bright blue.
10 ., dark blue.

Perf. 14.
10 reis blue.
10 ,, bright blue.
10 ,, dark blue.

Perf. 14 x 13^.
10 rcis b’ue.
10 „ bright blue.
10 ,, dark blue.
to rcis b u t
to ,, bright blue.

Horizontally perf. 1314 and vertically badly.

Perf. 13.
10 reis blue.
10 ,, light blue.
10 ,, dark „

Perf. 13 J4 .
10 reis blue.
10 ,, light blue.
10 ,, dark blue.
10 ,, greenish b.ue.

Perf. 14 x t jy i .
10 reis blue.
10 ,, dark blue.

Horizontally perforated badly and vcrrica'ly 
. I3 J4 -

10 reis dark blue.
On thin paper.

Perf. 11.
10 reis blue.
10 light blue.

. 10 ,, bright blue.
Perf. 13.

10 reis blue.
10 ,, light blue.
10 ,, bright blue.
10 ,, dark blue.

Perf. 13 x 13%- 
10 reis blue.
10 ,, dark blue.

Perf. 1354.
10 reis blue.
10 ,, pale light blue.
10 ,, light blue.
10 ,, dark blue.
10 „ bright blue.
10 ,, greenish blue.

Also R eceived  :—
The London Philatelist.........................London.

„ Record................................................  „
„ Stamp Collectors' Almanac...... Darlington.
„ Philatelic Chronicle ..............Handsworth.
„ Stamp Collectors Journal... Bury St.

Edmunds.
Stamp Gossip....................................  „
The Stamp Collectors Fortnightly ...... London.

„ Junior Stamp Collector..........Birmingham.
Stanley Gibbons' Monthly Journal ...... London.
The Weekly C ircular......... ......................  „

Monthly Circulaar.........................  „
Australian Philatelist .................. Sydney.
Weekly Philatelic E ra .......... Portland, Me.
Postal Card Bulletin ...Springfield, Mass.
Philatelic Monthly..................... New York.
N tw  York Philatelist................. „
Post Office....................................  „
Herald Exchange.........................  „
Philatelic M e s s e n g e r Stephen, Canada.
Home W orker......... .......Knoxville, Tenn.
Evergreen State Philatelist...The Dalles,

Ore.
, Eastern Philatelist...,..New Market, N.H. 
, International Philatelist ...St. Joseph, Mo.
„ Perforator.........................Hartford, Conn.

Mekeels Weekly News ..............  St. Louis, Mo.
Der Philatelist .....................................Dresden.
Allgemeiner A  nzeiger............................. Apolda.
Illustrierfes llriefmarken Journal ...... Leipzig
Deutsche Briefmarken Zeitung..............  „
Berliner „ „ .............Berlin.
Die Post....................................................Leipzig.
Das Postwertzeichen ............................. Munich.
Internationales Offertenblatt........... .. Poessneck.
Det Briefmarken Samm/er.................... .Bremen
Mitieldeutsche Pkilatelislen Zeitung  ...Gossnitz.
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Der Briejmarkenkandler..........................Berlin.
Nordisk Filatelitisk Tiddsskrift......Christiania.
Nederlandsch Tijdschrift..................The Hague.
La Pevue Philalelique Beige ...............Brussels.
UAnnonce Timbrologique...................... „
Le PhilaUliste Franqais..............................Paris.
Le Bulletin Mensuel ...............................Lifege.
L'Ecko de la Timbrologie...................... Amiens.
Corriere delFrancobolli............................Turin.
I I  Francobollo..........................................Milan.
Illustration FilaUlico ......................  Barcelona.
La Timbrologia Espahola.............. St. Doningo.
Filatilico M atritense ............................. Mari rid.
La Vidaenel Hogar ..................Buenos A) res.
Revista Argentina .........................  „
O Collectionador de Sellos ...............Sorocoba.
Revista Philatelicado Brasil .Rio de Janeiro.
The English Specialistd Journal...........London.
The Metropolitan Philatelist..............New York.
Le Moniteur Philatltique...... .........  Gand.

The moment of going to press we have 
received the following sad news, which we are 
sure will be received with great regret by all 
the philatelic public. t

It is with extreme sorrow that we 
have to announce the death of Mr. 
Gustave B, Calman, senior member 
of the firm of G. B. Caiman, on Jan. 
the twenty-fifth, 1898, in the Thirty- 
eighth year of his age.

Respectfully,
Hen ky  L. Calman, 
Albert  Calman,

New York. Surviving Partners.
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A U.S. Post Office official has informed the 
Era  that not only were all old plates of various 
issues destroyed but the original dies as well. 
This places beyond all possibility the issuing 
of any more of any kind whatever of these 
issues. It was known before that no more 
plate proofs could be made, but now also dia 
proofs are an impossibility.

Bids will shortly be invited by the Post 
Office Department for furnishing the United 
States with postage stamps. At the present 
time the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
is making the stamps for the Government, 
under an arrangement made between the Post
master-General and the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The bureau of engraving agreed 
to print the ordinary stamps at 5 cents per 
thousand, the newspaper and periodical 
stamps at 11.4 cents per thousand, the postage 
due stamps at 6.05 cents per thousand and the 
special delivery at ir.4 cents per thousand.

The work has been entirely satisfactory to the 
department, but the law provides for the regu
lar advertising for bids to do this work.

Mr. Victor Robert has acquired the renowned 
collection of Baron de Letino Carbonelli, a 
former Minister of the King of Naples, for
/3 ,00a  --------

Advices from Maritius say that a Post Office 
Mauritius on entire envelope has been found 
amongst some old papers.

The following are the official quantities of 
the Antwerp Exhibition stamps used in 1894: —

5 cents ..........  1,121,643
10 „    2,362,916
25   4 8 3 .3 7 7

Mr. Th. Lemaire has already sold for 387,000 
frs. out of the renowned Legrand collec
tion. The following are some of the prices
obtained: —

2 Post Office Mauritius ... ^1,920
Moldo, 81 para, unused ... 500
Tuscany, 3 lire, ,, ... 220

„ ,, used ... 80
Brit. Guiana, yellow ... 96
Austria, Mercury, red ... 108

,, „ rose, un
used .........................  108

Austria, Mercury, rose, used 20
„ i „ yellow, „ 20

Cape error id. blue, unused 72
Buenos Ayres, 5 pesos yellow

unused .......................   5°
Hawaii 13c., unused ... 108

One collector alone has bought for 72,000 frs.
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General complaint is being made on account 
of the poor quality of the gum on the new 
Canadian stamps.

A collector in Richmond Va. possesses two 
ten cent 1861 Confederate States printed in 
brown instead of blue.

To facilitate the remittance of small amounts 
the Italian Post Office has issued special post 
cards, on the back of which the amount to be 
remitted has to be affixed in stamps. The full 
value of these stamps is then paid to the ad
dressee. This is no doubt a very good idea, 
and it is hoped will be followed by other 
countries.

1 he German idea of sending illustrated post 
cards seems to prove a highly lucrative one 
for the postal revenue. From official re
sources we cull the following numbers of such 
post cards forwarded in 1896: —

From the Kyflhauser ... 148,000
9 9 9 9 Niederwald ... 128,000
}\ 9* Brocken ... 120,000
99 19 Wartburg ... 128,000

99 Bastei ... 77,000
v 9 9 Castle at Heidel

berg ... 36,000
99 9 9 Feldberg (Black 

Forest) ... 27,000
>> 99 Exhibition at 

Leipzic ... 1,400,000
99 99 Exhibition at 

Hamburg ... 572,000
9» 99 Exhibition at

Berlin ... 9,826 da

The flying mule surcharge on the U.S. 
War Department stamps has at last been ac
counted for. It was the Port Townsend, 
Wash, postmark. So says the Philatelic 
West.

A collector in Bordeaux possesses the % de 
cent de pes of 1867 Spain ttte-btehe.

A letter from a town in Prussia, addressed 
to Backnang in Wurtemberg, reached its 
destination only after a long journey. It had 
been sent round by Bagnan, Palembang, 
Pembnang, and Ketabang, was franked at 
Tonkin and Hoi-Phong-Hanoi, all these places 
were known to the postal officials, but Back
nang, a small village in Wurtemberg, not.

The 2c. yellow of Belgium has been printed 
in error ori the paper used for the railway 
stamps, having as watermark the Belgian coat 
of arms. Portions of this watermark are to 
be found on every stamp.

Stamp collecting without a stamp paper is 
like sailing without a compass.

The telegram of the Emperor William to 
Ptesident Kruger seems to have had the effect 
upon the official mind in Germany that the 
existence of such a country as England has 
entirely^ vanished from their minds, which ap
pears to be completely filled with South Africa. 
Thus a postcard addressed quite legibly to 
our publisher from Westphalia went merrily 
to Salisbury, Rhodesia. Of course our pub
lisher coulcf not be found there, so the follow
ing remark was added in ink of a gory hue : 
“ Try Salisbury, England.” It was posted 
Nov. 20, 1897, and safely delivered on Feb. 
27, 1898. °

SHE (as her lover is about to start on a 
journey round the world) : “ My dear Adolph, 
will you be true to me when you are far away) 
Promise me that you will write to me from 
every town you visit 1”

He : “ O Ada, is it love that prompts you 
to say this? Ada, swear to me, do you really 
love me, or are you merely collecting foreign 
postage stamps?”

©ecreee.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
The following circular has been received 

from Third Assistant Postmaster-General 
M eiritt:

NEW ISSUE OF POSTAL CARDS.
Post Office Department, 

Washington, D. C., Dec. 1, 1897.
Beginning with to-day, a new contract for 

the manufacture of postal cards goes into 
eftect, under which the following sizes and 
denominations are provided fo r:

SINGLE CARDS.
H.—Ordinary one-cent cards, for use in the 

domestic mails. Size, 3 ^  by 5 ^  inches.
K.—Small one-cent cards, for use in the 

domestic mails. Size, 2 15/16 by 4 15/16 
inches. .

E. —Two-cent cards, for use in international 
mails. Size, 3 by 5J4 inches.

DOUBLE CARDS.
D.—Domestic reply cards, 2 cents. Size of 

of each part, by 51/ 2 inches.
F. —International reply cards, 4 cents. Size 

of each part, 5% by 5 ^  inches.
The ordinary one-cent domestic card—H— 

is of the same length as the present G. card, 
but is one-fourth of an inch narrower, admit
ting of its ready enclosure in the customary 
sizes of business envelopes. The small one- 
cent domestic card—K—is considerably
smaller than the G card, conforming to the 
size employed by librarians and others for 
indexing by the card system.
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These two cards have new designs, descrip

tions of which are as follows:

Large Single Card.—To the right in the 
upper corner is a portrait of Thomas Jefferson, 
tkree-guarters face, looking to the left, exactly 
as now appears upon the ordinary one-cent 
card, Out surrounded by a somewhat fuller 
olive wreath, and having at the bottom, in 
very small capitals on a curved tablet, the 
came of “ Jefferson.” To the left of the por- 
tiait are three straight lines of lettering. The 
first, which is two inches long, is made up of 
the words “Postal Card—One Cent,” in Gothic 
capitals about one-sixteenth of an inch high, 
with the beginning letter of each word, how
ever, twice that height. The second line 
3 !i  inches long, contains the words “ United 
States of America,” in ornamental white capi
tals three-sixteenths of an inch high, upon a 
plain black tablet one-fourth of an inch wide, 
surrounded by a single fine black line, with a 
heart-shaped finial at either end, and a semi
circular ornament at the bottom, having a 
straight line extension from each side run
ning parallel with the tablet. The third line, 
iy .  inches long, is made up of the words, 
“ This side is for the address only,” in very 
small Gothic capitals. Black ink is used in 
printing this card .

Small Single Card.—In the upper right- 
hand corner is a portrait of John Adams, 
three-guarters face, looking to the left, sur
rounded by an olive wreath, and with the name 
“ John Adams” upon a scroll at the bottom. 
To the left of the portrait are three lines of 
ordinary Roman capitals. The first, 2j 
inches long, contains the words “ Postal Card 
—One Cent,” the beginning letter of each 
word being larger than the other letters. The 
second line, 3 ^  inches long, contains the 
words “ United States of America,” in cap-.als 
exactly like the large letters in. the line above. 
The third line 2 '/? inches long, contains, in 
quite small letters, “ This side is for the ad- 
diess only.” Between the second and third 
lines is an ornamental dash inches long. 
The card is printed in black.

Both the domestic and the international re
ply cards—which retain the designations they 
now have—D and F—are reduced one-fourth 
of an inch in width ; but they are unchanged 
in their designs, as is the case with the E, or 
single international card.

Although the new contract begins on this 
date, the Department still has on hand at the 
several agencies considerable quantn.es of 
the ordinary or G cards (a two months’ stock 
probably) ,which will continue to be issued 
u'pon the requisitions of postma ters until 

the supply is exhausted. Up to that time in 
ordering ordinary postal cards, it is preferred 
that postmasters should call for the G card 
rather than the H ; but whenever the H cards

are desired and are called for, they will be 
furnished.

The K cards may be ordered and supplied 
at any time hereafter.

A comparatively large quantity of the D, 
E, and F cards of the present sizes are also 
on hand ; and these the Department will go 
on issuing, as long as they last, before sup
plying the new sizes. In special cases of ex
treme urgency, however, the Department may 
honour requisitions for D and E cards of the 
new sizes ; but in every case of this kind the 
postmaster should send explanation to the 
Department with his requisition. Of the F 
cards the Department has a supply that will 
probably last during the entire term of the 
new contract.

Besides these, the Department has a con
siderable quantity of the “ A ” cards first issued 
in 1891—2 15-16 by 4 inches in size—which 
may be had whenever ordered..

The old B and C cards cannot be had at 
all.

The H and K cards—large and small one- 
cent single cards for domestic use—may be 
had in sheets, the first of 50 or 40 cards, as 
may be preferred by persons calling for them, 
and the latter of 50 cards only. To secure 
these cards in sheets they must be ordered in 
quantities of 10,000 cards or more of either 
kind.

The sheet of 40 H cards is made up of four 
cards across—the cards running lengthwise 
— and ten cards clown. The sheet of 50 H 
cards is made up of five cards across, arranged 
lengthwise, and ten cards down. The sheet 
or K cards is made up the same as the sheet of 
50 H cards.

In furnishing cards in sheets the Depart
ment cannot guarantee to have the forms 
printed so exactly as to provide an equal mar
gin outside of the imprint on all sheets. Parties 
ordering them in this way must therefore ex
pect to make special provision to secure ac
curate registering when they come to put on 
the cards their own imprint.

JOHN A. MERRITT, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

From the Monthly Bulletin.

C orrespondence .

A.F.—I.. The reason, why the 3d. 1879, 
Cape of Good Hope was surcharged with a 
lanre ‘ 3’ was on account of its being practi
cally the same colour as the id. ; especially 
by artificial light it would have been extremely 
difficult to for the officials to distinguish be- 

[ tween them.



5 ° P hilatelic Journal of G reat B ritain Mar. 15, xtgl.

HOvectteet BOrerttsing IRates.

I p a g e  .. .  
J ip a g e  . . .

P r i c e  P e r  I n s e r t i o n
Once. 3  times, 
s. d. s. d.

. . .  6 0 0  5 4  0

6 times.
S. d

45 0

12 times
s* d.

3 9  0
-  3 3  0 2 8  6 2 4  9 2 1  0

1 - 3  page or :I col. 2 2  6 1 9  6 1 6  6 IS  0

J f p a g e  - . . .  1 8  0 I S  0 13 6 1 2  0
1 - 6  page or j£ c o l. 1 2  0 1 0  6 9  0 7  6X - . . .  9 9 8  6 7 3 6  6
1 - 1 2  page or %  col. 6  9 6  0 S 0 4  6
I - 1 6  p a g e ... . . .  6  0 S 6 4  6 4  0
I - 2 4  page or %  col. 3  9 3 4 3 0 2  6

N o  sm aller d isp layed advertisem ents w ill be taken

than i-8th of a column.
Advertisements smaller than this must be inserted 

in the EXCHANGE COLUMN, which in future 
will be reduced to the rate of SIX WORDS A 
PENNY, irrespective of length. They will be in
serted in small type and no display whatever allowed. 

CASH IN ADVANCE.

Z%t $)0tfafeftc 3ournaf of <8reaf 
(gfrtfatn,

tyt @fct>e;rft6er.
SUBSCRIPTIONS

Per Annum .............................2/6 post free.
Single number ... ... ••• 3 d- >>

All subscriptions commence with January.
L’ABONNEMENT :—

Par an ... ... ... Fes 3.15 franco.
,, num£ro ... ... ••• *> °-3° »>

Tout abonnement est dati du Janvier.
BEZUGSPREIS

Per Jahr ... ... ... M. 2 50 post frei.
Jede Nummer ... ... .. 0.25 ,,

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.
Notice : Publishers of Philatelic Magazines ex

changing with this Journal are requested in future to 
send one copy to the Editor, G. B. Duerst.Rolandseck, 
Athol Road, Alexandra Park, Manchester, and a 
second copy to the Publisher, William Brown, Salis
bury, England.

MARCH 15 T H , 1898.

Are Railway Stamps collect- 
TheNew able? This is a question which 
Phantom. is just now engaging the atten

tion of philatelists, and it would 
perhaps, not be inappropriate to direct our 
readers’ attention to a consideration of the 
matter this month.

From one point of view the question must, 
in our opinion, be answered in the affirmative,

inasmuch as we have always maintained that 
collectors should be allowed to follow their own 
inclinations in what to collect, and what to dis
card ; and if the bent of a particular collector’s 
inclinations as to what to collect, and what to 
discard ; and if the bent of a particular collec
tor’s inclination lies in this direction, by all 
means let him pursue that from which he derives 
pleasure. That there is much to be said in 
favour of Railway Stamps, and much pleasure 
to be derived from their collection, is evidenced 
bv the articles which have recently appeared in 
the Philatelic Press.

We think, however, the question does not 
stop here, if it did there would be nothing else 
to add, and we confess there could be no seri
ous divergence of opinion amongst collectors 
theieon. Our object, however, is to point out 
that a much more important question confronts 
the philatelist, and that i s : Are Railway 
Stamps collectable in the sense that a collec
tion of British stamps cannot be considered 
complete without them ? This is the question 
which has not been raised heretofore,, but cer
tainly is the crux of the whole position. In 
dealing with this aspect of the case, we must 
turn and ascertain what are the duties which 
the Railway Stamp assumes and what was the 
paramount reason calling forth its origin.

Shortly, the answer seems to be that occasion 
having arisen for the granting of a quicker 
despatch and delivery of particular letters 
belonging to anyone desirous of availing 
himself' of such increased facilities 
which consist of the scheme devised, viz., 
the permission extended to the Railway 
Companies to be the common carriers of 
pcstat packages from one town to another, 
subject to such packages being correctly 
franked with postage labels. We thus see that 
the postal franking agent is still the authorised 
label printed by De la Rue and Co. and issued 
by the Government. The Railway stamp is a 
receipt for the railway charges of the companies, 
as carriers, coupled with an undertaking that 
they will deliver the postal package, not to tho 
consignee but to the Post Office. What is 
there in this which places the Railway Stamp 
any higher than a ticket issued by any firm of 
carriers for the purpose qf indicating that the 
charges for freight have been discharged?

The Railway Stamps seem to us to be no 
more than a earner stamp, and to be further 
cutside the pale of philately than the telegraph 
stamps, which have certainly far stronger claims 
in that they have a closer connection with the 
postal department of the Great Government 
Monopoly, than the Railway Stamps, which, 
as far as we have been able to ascertain, never 
appear in the post-office in mint condition.

To those of our readers who may not be dis
posed to go to the same length as we feel com
pelled to go, we would point out, that at the 
very best the Railway Stamp is only a local and 
even at that inferior to the German ones of
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that ilk, a class which have never been favour
ites with philatelists, and one which is practi
cally outside the pale of philately.

We therefore consider, that the answer to our 
second question is in the negative, that the 
Railway Stamps make another class (and their 
name is legion) of fiscals and that the philate
lists* rest need not be disturbed in the least by 
the new phantom which has arisen in our 
midst.

Our great Christmas 
Santa Claus prize distribution seems to

Again. have given much amuse
ment, not only to the reci

pients, but also to a large number of our 
readers, if we can judge from the comments 
we have received thereon. All the more we 
arc astonished and we may almost say shocked 
at the perverse view our friend the Editor of 
the Record takes, when he insinuates that the 
present to the Birmingham Society by our 
Correspondent was intended as a sneer. 
Nothing was further from our mind. We con
sider it almost an insult to the intelligence of 
our readers, to explain the purport of the arti
cle in question. To do so would be like hear
ing a friend crack a joke and afterwards insist
ing (when the laughter has subsided) on ex
plaining it for the benefit of the sole individual 
in the group, who had failed to appreciate it.

We know our friend is a very astute journal
ist, we also believe him to be a bit of a wag. 
Now in this latter point, at all events, our faith 
has been rudely shaken. We did think, how
ever, he was sufficiently quick-witted to dis- 
ciirr.inate between an article written to be 
taken seriously and one which purported only 
to be harmless banter at a festive season. Per
haps it was the season, however, which upset 
our friend, we know Christmas fare is apt to 
have a deleterious effect temporarily on one im
portant organ of the human frame, and not 
being a medical man, we cannot say how far 
such deleterious effect may in some cases ex
tend We utter this word of warning, for to 
be forewarned is to be forearmed, and thus our 
fnend may next year be more careful in his 
diet. We extend our sympathy to our friend, 
and trust by now he has quite recovered ,and 
will, as of old, enter into the spirit of jokes, 
however bad at times they may be, of his con
temporaries.

(goumanta.
B y  T he E ditor.

Having regard to the fact that this Journal, 
Vol. V. and VI., was the first to shed some 
light on the stamps of Roumania and their 
types, I cannot but bring before my readers 
all further discoveries and additions which are 
made in these stamps, especially as I know 
that since the publication of these articles a

f  cod many collectors have gone in for specialis
ing this, in my opinion, so far unexhausted 
country. Of course, when I say unexhausted, 
I mean in a philatelic sense; there is plenty 
of scope yet for the ardent and painstaking 
philatelist, and the new varieties I am going 
to enumerate below, will, I trust, induce phila
telic students to study these stamps more and 
maKe fresh discoveries. A complete article 
on these stamps has yet to be written, but I 
shall leave this to a more competent pen.

The following remarks are taken from a 
short study on the stamps of Roumania 1866
1872 issues, by O. Wassermann and H. 
Fraenkel. The writers in the first instance 
say that all these stamps were lithographed, 
no: typographed. This, I admit, is quite 
possible. They furthermore say that all the 
so-called varieties are simply caused by the 
transfers and cannot be avoided. Now, ad- 
mittine that these slight variations caused by 
transfers (not by any means defective trans
fers) cannot be avoided, why not call them 
varieties? Especially as in the case of these 
stamps they generally appear quite regularly 
on the sheets. Yet after first catling them so- 
called varieties, the writers calmly proceed to 
enumerate all they have found, and these 1 
have great pleasure to give to my readers. 
Issue of 1866-7. Black impression on thick

and thin coloured paper.
Set up in blocks of 6 stamps in 2 rows of 3

stamps.
1 2 3
4 5 6

2 PARALE YELLOW.
1. There are 2 clear breaks in the vertical 

line on the left, the first 10mm. and the second 
iSmm. from the top, and a small black dot 
under the 2 in the upper left corner.

2. To the right over the A of POSTA there 
is a small line, or more usually a dot, just 
under the inner line of the frame.

3. The second downstroke of the A of 
POSTA is broken.

4. There is a white dot in the upper hori
zontal line of the R of ROMANA, and a small 
black dot to the left over the D of DOUE.

5. There is a full stop after the 2 in the 
bottom left-hand corner, and the right outside 
line of the frame is broken near the top.

6. The top outside line of the frame is 
broken over the P of POSTA.

S PARALE BLUE.
1. The 5 in the left-hand bottom corner is 

in two parts, the centre curve being broken.
2. There is a small oblique line running 

from the corner towards the foot of the second 
A of ROMANA. ■

3. The inner vertical line on the left of the 
top left corner is broken near the foot of the 5.

4. There is a very slight black line connecting 
the two lines of the frame over the right hand 
5 at the top ; in later printings there is a small 
dot in the second C of CINCI.
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5. There is a black dot in the first horizontal 
line of the Greek border on the lower right 
hand side, and in later printings a small black 
dot before and a black line behind the 5 in the 
bottom right hand corner.

0. There is a small dot under the second 
downstroke of the N in CINCI.

20 PARALE ROSE.
1. Tvpe II.—There is a black line over the 

Greek border on the left hand side connecting 
the 2 horizontal lines, and a small oblique 
black dash between the legs of the R of 
ROMANA.

2. Type I.—There is a black dot in the O 
in the left hand bottom corner.

3. Type II.—There is a break in the outer 
line of the frame between the corner and the 
tablet bearing the inscription.

4. Type I.—The first downstroke of the N 
of ROMANA is forked, and there is also a 
small oblique black line at the foot of the 
I* of POSTA.

5. Type II.—The end of the Greek border 
in the right hand bottom corner is badly 
finished, instead of a vertical line it looks split, 
and the pearl just under the vertical line from 
the second A of ROMANA is damaged.

6. Type II.—The N and A of ROMANA 
arc joined by a small line, and there is a small 
line over the O of POSTA between the two 
lines of the frame.

MINOR VARIETIES.
2 PARALE.

Row 3, stamp 10.—Large yellow blotch under 
the 20 in the right hand top corner.

Row 6, stamp 1.—Large yellow line dividing 
the stamp in at the top and l/ i  at the bottom.

Row q, stamp 3.—Large yellow dot under 
the neck.

Row 12, stamp 15.—Large yellow dot to the 
right of the neck.

20 PARALE.
Row 1, stamp 11.—Rose dot to the right of 

the head.
Row 12, stamp 2.—The space between the 

frame and tfie circle is damaged.
Row 14, stamp 2.—A vertical rose line from 

the nose.
Row 15, stamp 16.—Large rose dot before 

the forehead.
I can add to this

Row 3, stamp 8.—Broken I in DECI.
Issue of 1868.—Coloured impression of white 

paper.
2 Bani, dull yellow, yellow, later orange.
4 }1 blue.

18 ,, rose, red.
May, 1870.—3 Bani, violet.

Set up in blocks of 8 stamps in 2 rows of 4 
stamps—

* 2 3 4
5 6 7 8  

2 BANI YELLOW, ORANGE.
1. There is a white line in the thick outside 

line over the rosette in the left hand corner.

2. No specific point of variety found.
3. Broken S in POSTA.
4. 2 white dots sometimes forming one line 

under the ornament in the left hand bottom 
coi ner.

5. The line of the frame between S and T 
of POSTA is indented.

6. The left line of the upper tablet is too 
long and touches the outside line of the frame. 
There is a small yellow dot outside the stamp 
7mm. from the top on the right.

7. The pearl under the N of ROMANA is 
much thinner.

8. The Greek border in the left top corner 
begins with a vertical line.

2 BANT DEEP ORANGE.
1. The pearl under the S of POSTA looks 

like a line.
2. The line under the I of BANI is broken.
3. The same as last No. 3.
4. The line under the 2 in the right hand 

bettom corner is broken.
5. The same as last No. 5.
6. The second line in the spandrel in the 

top right hand comer is broken off (often in
visible on account of bad printing). ' The 
rest as before No. 6.

7. The yellow line over the lower tablet is 
bioken just before the N of BANI.

8. There is a dot under the 2 in the left 
bottom corner.

4 BANI BLUE.
Refer to article in the P.J.G.B., 1897, July, 

page 157.
18 BANT ROSE, RED.

1. There is a small white dot between the 
rosette and the frame in the right hand top 
corner.

2. There is a small dash from the white line 
ovet the rosette in the left top corner.

3. There is in the thick coloured line of the 
ftame in the right top corner a small horizontal 
mute line (this only appears as a dot in brick- 
red impressions).

4. There is a thin vertical line connecting 
two of the horizontal lines of the Greek border 
in the left hand bottom corner.

5. The twelfth pearl to the left counting 
from the pearl between A and N of BANI is 
connected with the white line surrounding the 
circle by a dash.

6. There is a small dot on the first down- 
stroke of the first A of ROMANA.

7. There is a small dent in the outside line 
of the frame between the top tablet and the 
right hand rosette.

8. The two lower parts of the rosette in the 
left hand bottom corner are connected by a 
white line.

3 BANT VIOLET.
Refer to article in the P.J.G.B. 1897, July, 

page 158.
{To be continued).
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120. Ccm aba*

This stamp, as some of our readers are 
aware, was in use but a short time, so short 
that many persons, even those residing m 
Canada knew nothing about it. One gentle
man living in Quebec, to whom we had written 
on the subject some time ago, informed us 
that we must have been labouring under some 
mistake. When we asked him for some par
ticulars about it. He told us that no such 
stamp was ever issued; but a subsequent 
letter from him told a totally different tale (as 
was exoected) he gave us a few facts, and that 
was all we wanted. It was first intended for 
postage to England, and was actually used 
for a time. The postage was afterwards re
duced and the 10 D stamp took the place of 
the 12 D. The latter is now (the genuine) one 
of the rarest in existence, and very readily 
obtains such prices as 4.00 dol. and even
5.00 dol. for one specimen. Proofs are often 
offered for sale on India paper, with the word 
specimen written on the side. Amateur col
lections must content themselves with this 
last, for it is utterly impossible to obtain the 
real Simon Pure article for less than the sums 
we name, and even then it is doubtful whether 
it can be had at that price or not. The colour 
of the genuine stamp is black, it is an adhe
sive, and contains a portrait of Queen Victoria 
in an inscribed oval, with figures 12 at corners. 
The Canadian stamps were first issued in the 
year 1851, and not in 1856 or 1857 as stated 
m several catalogues.—From the'Stamp Col
lectors’ Monthly Gazette, published at St. John,
N.B., Sept. 1, 1865.

Dear Sir,—I am directed by the Committee 
of the Society for the Suppression of Specula
tive Stamps to inform you that the Special 
Committee of the Philatelic Society, London, 
have taken into consideration the proposed 
issue of Trans-Mississippi stamps in connec
tion with the exhibition to be held at Omaha,
U.S.A. . .

In making public the above opinion this 
Society recommends collectors to refuse to 
put chase these stamps, and so assists in pre
venting the issue of stamps intended mainly 
for the purpose of sale to collectors and specu
lators.—Yours truly,

• HERBERT R. OLDFIELD, 
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

By order of the Committee, this 18th 
February, 1898,

.BELGIUM.
Some sheets of the 2c yellow 1893 issue have 

been printed in error on the watermarked 
paper used for the Railway Parcel Stamps. 
Of course every stamp will only bear portions 
of this watermark.

From the Annonce Timbrologique.
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Four new varieties have been found in the 
ijc. of 1869. The difference is in the punctu
ation after the U. of U.S. at the top. The 
ordinary variety is U : ; the second U. ; the 
third U.. ; one dot being below the line and the 
fourth and rarest variety U • — From the 
Philateliste Franqaise.

AUSTRIAN ITALY.
A very curious discovery has lately been 

made in the stamps of the first issue of this 
country. One of the 5 centes yellow stamps 
ptinted on the back with 4/4 of the same value, 
was found to have one quarter inverted. This, 
of course, proves that on the plate of this 
value, one clichd must have been inverted, 
and therefore one pair must exist ttte-bechc.— 
From Jl. Francobollo.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
Recently 1 saw a diagonally cut specimen 

of the 2c 1869 issue on a piece of cover which 
the owner said he purchased at a sale of the 
Baltimore Society. It is on a piece of the 
old-styled yellow envelope which are now so 
seldom used, and cancelled with a series of 
concentric circles, but no postmark appears. 
It is interesting, as this class of freaks usually 
are.—From the Evergreen Slate Philatelist.

HOLLAND.
Mr. J. P. Schoonhoven has a 10 cent stamp 

of the 1852 issue on diagonally ribbed paper, 
He has submitted the stamp to experts and 
they all agree that the stamp is printed on 
ribbed paper.—From the Nederlandsch Tyd- 
schrift.

CYPRUS.
Mr. B. Halberstadt possesses the piastre 

green and black, W.M. Crown and C.A. ob
literated 14 August 1882 (Assol). The date 
of issue for this stamp is generally given 1884. 
—From the Nederlandsch Tydschrift.

BRAZIL.
Several values seem to have been printed 

on transparent paper, so the Jornal Fhilatelico 
informs us. They are as follows:
1893. too reis rose.
1891. 10 reis blue (newspaper).
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GIBRALTAR.
Mr. North informs us that he has discovered 

a new variety in the 1889 issue of Gibraltar: 
25 centimes on 2d.

It consists of a round black dot between the 
C and E of CENTIMOS, and the stamp is to 
be found in the seventh row No. 4.

NORWAY.
Mr. Harrison has shown us a new variety of 

the 25 ore 1883 issue with unshaded posthorn. 
This variety shows that different types must 
have been employed for the figures of value 
in the centre, the front of the 2 especially being 
formed cpiite differently.

'  ICELAND. *
The same collector has sent us the 10 aur 

value 1876 issue. The stamp must have been 
printed.from a defective cliche as, part of the 
oral containing the wreath has disappeared on 
the left hand side, and is printed in the solid 
colour of the oval containing the inscription.

QUtv feeatjee to Cut,
HINTS.

This little book will, undoubtedly, be found 
very useful to every beginner. All the neces
sary knowledge is well put up in a very small 
ccmpass. Part I. deals with the choice of an 
Album and the mounting of the stamps there
in ; Part II. with the manufacture of the 
stamps, the printing, paper, watermarks, gum, 
e tc .; Part III. with “What to collect,” whether 
Government or local postal issues, and 
finishes with commemoratives, remainders, re
prints, essays, and specimen stamps.

We have carefully read the little book, and 
can strongly recommend it to every collector. 
The price is exceedingly low, the paper and 
the print good, and the information it con
tains is sure to lepay withfn a few days the 
moderate outlay.
SELLOS DE CORREOS Y TELEGRAFOS.

B y M. G alvez, Madrid.
Price 2S., 780pp.

This, the first complete Stamp Catalogue 
published in the Spanish language, has 
reached us, and we must congratulate the 
publisher on the neat and good work ne has 
turned out. Of course, Spain and Colonies 
come first, then the rest of the world in alpha
betical order, the colonies of each country 
following the mother country. The print is 
clear, the illustrations mostly clear, the paper 
good, and above all the price low. We wish 
the publisher every success and hope he will 
reap the benefit such a work deserves.

(Ttofee ott f0e <®ant60 2sp iffing  
JlfatvpB of 1851+

B y Arthur H. H arrison.
Mr. Ehrenbach’s article in the London Thila- 

ttlisl on the above value is undoubtedly very 
interesting, dealing with an issue which the 
average collector knows but little.

From a careful study of this stamp I have 
come to the following conclusions which go 
to prove what Mr. Ehrenbach has written in 
many ways, but not in all respects.

Though all the types mentioned exist, yet I 
make it that there are more which are of equal 
importance, and I do not make the order 
exactly as classified.

Type I 1st on ist row, top of the 2 broken, 
thus 2.

Type II. 2nd on ist row, down stroke of 2 
does not quite meet the base, thus 2, 
and there is a small dot in the lower part 
of N of skilling.

Type III. 3rd on ist row, the same as I., but 
with dot as in N of skilling as II.

Type IV. 4th on ist row, same as II., but 
without the dot in the N.

Type V. 8th in ist row, regular 2 with the 
dot m the N of skilling.

Type VI. 2nd in 2nd row, regular 2 without 
the dot in the N of skilling.

Types V. and VI. make up rows 2, 3, 4, and 
5, 7, 8, 9, and 10.

Types 1 ., II. and V. appear again in the 6th 
row only.

There are two or three other minor types, 
but these I think may be ascribed to the print
ing as explained by Mr. Ehrenbach, and I have 
noticed all the other varieties he mentions, but 
T have not been able to find all the small vari
eties on the reprints which I know of in the 
original stamps, and it would be interesting to 
ascertain if the plate used for the reprints was 
in use for the original, or if the Danish Authori
ties made a new plate from the original matrix.

$uBft60er*6 (Jtofee.
I wish to call attention to a printer’s error in 

my retail list.
Packet No. 15 contains 250 varieties of 

Europe (not 500) for 2/7.
Packet No. 16 has been entirely omitted. It 

ccntains 500 varieties of Europe, and I sell it 
foi 7/6.

I am able to reduce the price of some of the 
packets advertised as follows:—No. 56 con
tains 400 varieties without any European from 
20/- to 15/-; No. 57 contains 500 varieties without 
any European from 30/- to 21/-; No. 31 contain
ing 100 varieties Central American and Mexi
can only from 9/- to 7/6 ; No. 41 containing 300 
varieties from Asia and Africa from 25/- to 15/-; 
I am able to add the following new packets: —

No. 31a 200 varieties of Central America and 
Mexico for 21/-; No. 31b 350 varieties of Central 
America and Mexico for 50/- only ; No. 41a con
taining 400 varieties of Asia and Africa only, for 
26/6 j No. 41b containing 500 varieties of Asia 
and Africa only, for 37/6.

Owing to the enormous demand for packet 
No. 51 I must ask my correspondents kind in
dulgence for a little while. My present stock 
being quite sold out a fresh supply will be made 
up very shortly.

WM. BROWN.
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£$e (prices o f  JJfampe., 1873-07.
(with some illustrative examples) 

by Adam Smail.

A  paper read at the Scottish PhilateLc 
Societys meeting on February 14th.

The rise ana progress of philately from a 
financial point of view is a subject that should 
not be overlooked by the various classes of 
collectors. From the schoolboy to the prince 
we see the fascination of philately exerting its 
power among “ all sorts and conditions of 
men.” To find stamps for filling the many 
vacant places in the young collector’s album 
it is necessary to do something more than wait 
on the chances of gifts being made, or to trust 
to the mere exchanging of duplicates. Pur
chase is usually resorted to in obtaining 
packets, sets, or single stamps. For many 
years past dealers at home and abroad have 
issued priced catalogues, giving the market 
value of the stamps up to the time of issue. 
There has been a remarkable increase in the 
dimensions of these useful hand books, with 
a corresponding difficulty in discriminating 
between various papers, watermarks, perfora
tions, and shades, which give so much trouble 
to collectors, both elementary and advanced.

To obtain an approximate idea of the varia
tions in the prices of stamps, it occurred to me 
to take a catalogue dated 1873, just one-third 
of a century after the introduction of stamps, 
and a quarter of a century from this year of 
grace 1898. Stafford Smith and Co.'s Quar
terly Price Catalogue of Postage Stamps, 
dated January, 1873, an octavo pamphlet of 
24 pages was taken as a useful manual for the 
purpose in view. The idea was to select cer
tain typical countries and to show how the 
prices increased, decreased, or remained with
out change. The same publisher’s Quarterly 
List for April—June, 1878, consists of 80 pages

and the list of stamps occupies 32 pages. The 
third catalogue is found in the “Stamp Collec
tors’Annual” for 1881, also issued by Stafford 
Smith and Co., 136 pages, of which 34 are 
occupied by the price list of stamps. The 
following table gives the increase in the issue 
of stamps from 1873 to 1881 as shown by the 
foregoing lists. CO 1878

Europe .. • 1 3 7 2 1 9 5 7
Asia .. . ... 144 269
Africa ... ... 139 242
America ... ... 687 1081
Oceania ... ..j 164 272

2506 3821_ ,  4 7 2<>
The other catalogue used in making up the 

list of prices were published by Stanley 
Gibbons and Co. : 5th edition, April, 1886 ; 
7th edition, March, 1890 ; gth edition, 1893 ; 
together with the n th  edition, 1897, being the 
latest issued. The countries now selected as 
specimens it will be observed all belong to the 
division American Continent, and are as 
follows :—1, New Brunswick ; 2, Nova
Scotia : 3, St. Lucia ; 4, St. Vincent ; 5, 
Turk’s Islands ; 6, Virgin Islands. Other 
places were also given as examples, viz. : — 
Tuscany, Ceylon, Cape of Good Hope, Natal, 
S'. Helena, British Columbia and Vancouver’s 
Island Buenos Ayres, Newfoundland, and 
Trinidad, but the printing of these lists would 
occupy more space than is available at pre
sent.

The subject is interesting, and I do not 
doubt than many useful hints, and perhaps 
warnings, might be derived from a careful 
comparison of prices executed according to 
the plan I have adopted. The purchase of 
an unused 17 cents New Brunswick in the 
expectation of a rise would not have proved a 
good speculation, as may be seen by glancing 
at the list now furnished.

S t  Vincent OO V| 1878 1881 1886 1890 1893 1897
1859-72 head. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. $. d. s. d. $. d. s* d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d.
id.red 0 3 0 1 0 4 0 2 0 4 0 2 0 6 0 6 1 0 0 6 2 0 1 0 100 0 —

7 6 2 6
6 0 3 6

id. black 0 3 0 2 0 3 0 2 0 3 O 2 0 6 0 1 0 6 O 2 — — 60 0 S 0
4d. blue 0 8 0 4 0 9 0 5 0 9 0 S 1 0 1 0 4  0 — 10 ° l  .(6 0 200 0 > ( 40 0

8 6 / (6 0 40 0 1 t 18 0
4d. orange 0 8 0 3 0 8 0 3 0 8 0  3 1 6 — — — 12 0 10 6 120 0 70 0
6d. green 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 2 ( 1 61fo 4 2 6 0 6 4 0 }  ,j i  6 70 0 10 0

\ ! O 1[o 6 9  0 / l 1 9
1/- purple black 2 0 0 6 2 0 0 6 2 0 0 6 — 2 0 — — 20 0 8 6 180 0 35  0

“ S ° l  J 40 0
if- dull blue 2 0 — 2 0 — 2 0 — — — — 30 -o 12 0 160 0 J t 35  0
1 /- brown 1 9 0 s 2 0 0 6 2 0 0 6 — 1 6 — — 20 0 12 0 240 0 40 0
l/- red 0 5 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 4 — 1 0 — — !S 0 4 6 — 30 0
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BY
G e o . B . D u e r s t . i I

( Continued f r o m  page 32.)

Period B.
Schleswig-Holstein.

D a n i s h  G o v e r n m e n t .
1 February, 1851—1 March, 1864.

During this time the Danish stamps were used in the two duchies.
Period C.

S c h l e s w i g .
Governed hy Commissioners appointed by Austria and Prussia. 

Seat of Government, Flensburg.

20 February, 1864—24 January, 1865.

Schleswig and Holstein being regarded as belonging to the German Con
federation, the Congress of Frankfurt authorised in 1863 Austria and Prussia 
aB the two principal German powers to force Denmark to evacuate the two pro
vinces. The consequence of this decision was the war of 1864, which ended 
disastrously for Denmark, leaving the two duchies with the victorious powers. 
Austria was to be predominant in Holstein and Prussia in Schleswig. Kiel was 
to be a neutral port for the warships of both powers.

In consequence of this decision of the German Congress the periods C and D 
run concurrently.

Decree.

" To replace the postage stamps inscribed in the Danish language hitherto 
employed in the Duchy of Schleswig new postage stamps with the inscription 
“ Herzogthum Schleswig” (Duchy of Schleswig) will be put into circulation. 
The post offices in the Duchy of Schleswig will at first sell only stamps of the 
value of 4 schillinge, printed in rose on white paper.”

“ In conformity with the official notice No. 6 of the 4th of this month, 
postage stamps of a new value, 1 £ schilling, will be sold from the 1st of April of 
this year in all post offices of the Duchy of Schleswig.”

“ From the 1st of April the new postage stamps will only be permitted to be 
used for the franking of correspondence. Stamps with the inscription of the 
value in Danish can therefore only he used until the end of March.”

Flensburg, March 14th, 1864.
I s s u e  o f  1 5 t h  o f  M a r c h ,  1 8 6 4 .

Large figure of value embossed in a double oval containing “ Herzogth
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Schleswig ” at the top and “ Schillinge ” at the bottom. Printed in Berlin at 
the royal printing works in sheets of 100 stamps, in colour on white paper, 
rouletted in lines. ’

4 schillinge (Danish currency) carmine.
4 schillinge Danish are equal to 1|- schilling Hamburg currency, and it will 

therefore be seen from the foregoing decree that the 4sch. stamp was replaced 
already on the 1st of April by a new one, having the value inscribed in German 
currency. The 4sch. carmine was consequently only in use during a fortnight.

Issue of 1st of April, 1864.
The design is identical with that of the last issue, the inscription at the 

bottom is now altered to “ Schilling,” and the large figure of value 1J.
Printed in Berlin in colour on white paper, rouletted in lines. Each sheet 

contains 100 stamps.
1J schilling (Hamburg currency) green.

Period D.
H o 181 e i n .

Governed by Commissioners appointed by Prussia and Austria.
Seat of Government at Kiel.

1 March, 1864—24 January, 1865.

Decree.
From the first of the following month new stamps can be obtained at all 

post offices in the Duchies of Holstein and Lauenburg. These new stamps will 
> be printed like those in use at present in blue, and of the value of ljsch . 
courant or 4sch. Danish currency.

From the same date Danish stamps cannot be used any longer for the 
franking of letters in both Duchies. All post offices are hereby instructed to 
forward to headquarters at the beginning of next month all such stamps they may 
have in stock.

All persons having such stamps in their possession and wishing to exchange 
same for new stamps, must apply to the post offices before the first of next 
month.

Kiel, 18th February, 1864.

Issue of 1st March, 1864. '

Type of the Danish stamps of the 1853 issue. Value (1J schilling crt.) in 
three lines, surrounded by a wreath of oak leaves in a double frame, the inner 
spandrels of which being filled with many lines. The inscriptions read aB 
follows: on the left H .R.Z.G.L. (Herzogliche), at the top “ POST,” on the
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right F.'R.M. (Freimarke) and at the bottom 4 R.S.M. (4 skilling Reichs Mark or 
Danish currency). In the four comers posthoms. Printed in colours on 
white paper and imperforate. Size 19 x 19mm.

Before printing the design the paper was covered with ̂ a network of invisible 
undulating lines in a similar manner to those of Prussia (issue 1850-1860) and of 
the North German Confederation and of Denmark. This network was of course 
intended to protect the stamps from being imitated and was printed with a 
colour of white metallic oxide, which can be made visible by sulphureted hydrogen, 
though there is no doubt that stamps found in old archives show this net quite 
clearly without any further chemical reagent. In the centre of this network a 
space, forming the letter P , was left blank.

Two types exist in this issue, each of them in two varieties.

I  Type. March, 1864.
The letters are thin and the wavy lines in the spandrels very close.

Variety A :
H.R.Z.G .L. Letters 8 mm long, with a full stop after each letter.
POST „ „ I
F.R.M . „ 6J „ „ „ „
4 R.S.M. ,, 7 ,, ,, ,, ,,

and the figure 4 is nearly closed.
SCHILLING The H  has no centre bar; the two I ’s are dotted, and all the 

letters are of the same height.
Variety B : - „

H. R Z G L  Letters 8£mm long. The first letter is only punctuated.
POST „ 6£ „
F.R.M . ,, 6J „ W ith a full stop after every letter.
4 S.R.M. „ 7 „ „ „ „ „
SCHILLING The H  has a centre bar; the I ’s are without dots; the letter 

G is smaller than the other letters.
II  Type. May (?) 1864. .

The letters are thick and the wavy lines in the spandrels are wider apart, 
consequently fewer lines are necessary to fill the spandrels.
Variety A :

H.R.Z.G .L. Letters 8 |m m  long, with a ‘full stop after each letter.
POST „ 7 „
F -R -M . „  6 i  ......................................................................
4 S.E.M. „ 7} „ ...............................................

and the figure 4 is open.
SCHILLING The H has a centre bar; the G iB nearer the wreath than in 

type I ; the two I ’s are dotted, but all the letters are 
x * irregular.
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Variety B :
This variety the writer does not possess, but takes the description from Moens. 
H K Z G L .  Letters 9 mm long; only the L is punctuated.
POST „ 7 „
F  R M. „ „ „ M „
4 S B M .  „ 7 |  ,, „ M „

and the figure 4 is open.
SCH ILLING The H has a centre bar; the two I ’s are not dotted; the G

is still nearer to the wreath.
"We have therefore

March 1864. 1£ sch. crt. blue, pale to dark, bright. Type I. Variety A.
11 »i H „ „ bright, milky, greenish, „ I. n B.

May (?) „ 1J „ „ dull, bright „ II. „ A.
11 ii „ ,, pale to dark, bright „ II. „ B .

Reprints of this issue do not exist.
Mr. Moens chronicles this stamp rouletted, I do not think this roulette 

was done officially. I have not been able to obtain one of these rouletted stamps 
to measure the size of the roulette and compare it with the next issue. Of course 
it is quite possible that a few sheets may have got amongst the sheets of the new 
issue, which came out only a few months after the present one.

Issue of 20 May, 1864.
Decree.

As the Duchies of Holstein and Lauenburg are considered to belong to the 
German Postal Convention, the postage stamps will have to undergo a change in 
the next issue.

Instead of the values being inscribed 4 S.R.M. (4sk Danish currency) they 
will have the new value, viz., J S.L.M. (Jsch money of Lauenburg) inscribed.

At the same time the inscription in the centre, l^sch, will be printed in 
larger figures, Kiel, 4 April, 1864.

It is very curious to find that the decree mentions the new value as £ schilling 
whereas the stamps bear the inscription 1 £ schilling.

An official notice, dated 27 April, 1864, says that the stamps of Holstein and 
Lauenburg can be used for franking of letters to all towns in the Austrian and the 
Prussian postal union, and that 1£ schilling Hamburg equal to 1£ schilling 
Lauenbuug, would be reckoned as 1 silbergroschen. Also that these stamps could 
be cut diagonally for the franking of local letters, which were only rated at 
£ schilling. Stamps of this value, however, were not issued'until next year. The 
decree for allowing the public to cut stamps diagonally for local letters was dated 
22 November, 1864, and was cancelled by an official notice dated 31 March, 1865.

(To be Continued).
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MARCH, 1898, REPORT.

President—
His Honour Judge Philbrick, Q.C.

Honorary Vice-Presidents.
E. Hawkins, J.P., Bury St. Edmunds.
Vernon Roberts, Manchester.
Rev. W. Bell, Cork. -

Vice-Presidents—
IT. R. Oldfield , London.
W. Dorn me Beckton, Manchester.
H. L. Hayman, London.

Committee—
F. Empson, Birmingham.
W. Hadlow, London.
W. G. Hawkins, London.

E. J oselin, London.
. B. K irkpatrick, Bournemouth.

W. Matthews, London.
S. C. Skifton, Salisbury.
B. W. Neave, London.
C. T. Reed, London.
W, S ilk , London.
B. W. Warhurst, London.

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer—
T. H. H inton, 5, Paultons Square, Chelsea, London,

S.W.
Exchange Superintendent—

Dr. Marx, Rolandseck School, Ealing, London, W.
Hon. Librarian—

B. W. Warhurst, 15, Paultons Square, Chelsea, 
London, S.W.

Hon. Counterfeit Detector.
W. Hadlow, 331, Strand, London, W.C.

Hon. Solicitors—
Messrs. Oldfield, Bartram & Oldfield, St. 

Stephen’s Chambers, Telegraph Street, Moorgate 
Street, London, E.C.

NEW MEMBER.
271. John S. Miller, Nottingham.

NEW ADDRESSES.
R. H. W. Batley, Kintyre, Gass Road, Wimble

don, S.W.
Frederick Gerhartz, “ The Gables,” Park Grove, 

Bradford.
Mrs. E. Mann, 88, Rossiter Road, Balham, S.W.

LIBRARY.
The Hon. Librarian, acknowledge with thanks 

“ Philatelic Record,” March, from Messrs.Buhl & Co., 
Ltd. ; “ II Francobollo,” January and February, from 
Milan; “ The Home Worker,” February, from 
Knoxville, Tenn, U.S.A. ; L’lntermedare de la 
Timbrologie, February, from M. Vogel, Paris.

EXCHANGE SUPERINTENDENT’S 
REPORT.

The packets of stamps circulated during the 
year 1897 represented a value of ^4,668 i i s . 
2j£d., the sales amounting to ^269 4s. 8j^d. 
The value of stamps sent for January, 1898, 
was 15s. ; for February, ^377 10s. 2d. 
It is very desirable that members should send 
gcod sheets, and price their stamps at the 
lowest possible figure.

NOTICES.
Members are reminded that the Annual General 

Meeting and Election of Officers and Committee will 
take place in May (date and plan of meeting to be 
announced next month), when it is hoped that all 
who can do so will attend, and that those unable to 
do so will send to the Secretary anything of interest 
they may have to bring forward.

Members who have not yet remitted their Subscrip
tions for the current year are requested to do so 
without delay, and will then receive their Cards of 
Membership.

THOS. H. HINTON, 
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer 

of the Int. Phil. Union.
5, Paultons Sq., Chelsea,

London, S.W.,
March loth, 1898.

Birmingham Philatelic Society. — 
Honorary President, W. B Avery, Esq. ; Presi
dent, W. T. Wilson, Esq. ; Vice-Presidents,
R. Hollick, Esq., and W, Pimm, E sq .; Com
mittee, Mr. H. R, Bewlay, Mr. P. T. Deakin, 
Mr. V. Lundeblad, Mr. T. W. Peck, Mr. C.
A. Stephenson, Mr. W. S. Vaughton. Hon. 
Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. G. Johnson, B.A., 
Official address : 208, Birchfield-road, Birming
ham.

February 3rd. Paper: Mexico. Mr .W. T. 
Wilson.

W. R. Connolly, Esq., was unanimously 
elected a member.

Mr. Wilson then gave a most interesting 
and instructive display with notes of the early 
issues of Mexico, in particular having been 
able, finally, to elucidate the difficult question 
of sub-consignment numbers found on the 
1864-66 issues.
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February 17th. Display (with notes) Bel
gium : Mr. F. E. Wilson.

Rev. W. N. Usher, Messrs. Crawford Capen, 
A. Sugg, and E. H. Johnson were unanimously 
electea members.

Mr. F. E. Wilson then gave his display with 
very copious notes on all the issues, with re
marks on many minor varieties, catalogued 
and uncatalogued. Nearly every kind was 
shewn, used and unused; singles, strips and 
blocks in a fine range of shade.

March 3rd. Display: Argentine and Brazil.
Messrs. E. Stock and F .C. Fisher were 

unanimously elected members.
Messrs. W. T, Wilson, W, Pimm, and G. 

Johnson, shewed the stamps of Argentine and 
Brazil, all the rare varieties and shades being 
well represented.

Exchange packets. A remarkable record. 
A £5,000 packet for February'.—The packets 
for January were the finest and most valuable 
ever circulated in this or any other Society, 
but the February ones were still more valuable 
and for the first time in the history of stamp 
exchanges, total over £5,000.
Section A (mixed) was £1,639 Ms- id.

,, B (British and
Colonials only) was £2,684 5s. 6j£d.

„ C (Foreign only) £723 15s. g%d.

Total .£5,047 15s. yd.
This is very satisfactory, but what is much 

more so, is the fact that sales are better than 
they have been for a long time past, almost all 
stamps, of whatever country, selling well if 
priced reasonably. Foreign and Colonial 
dealers and collectors are finding out that this 
is one of the best methods of obtaining prompt 
and certain returns for their stamps. 
MANCHESTER PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

The qth meeting of the session was held at 
the Grand Hotel on January 28, 1898. The 
President in the chair, supported by 15 mem
bers. The minutes of the last meeting were 
read and confirmed. On the motion of the 
Hon. Librarian a vote of thanks was passed 
to the following for donations to the Library 
during January :—To Mr. G. B. Duerst for a 
contribution of 6 books, to the “ London 
Philatelist,” “ The Philatelic Record,” “ The 
Philatelic Journal,” “ The Monthly Journal,” 
“The American Journal of Philately,” “ The 
Revue Postale.”

The Hon. Sec. (Exchange Packet) an
nounced the sales of the November Packet 
reached 20 per cent.

Mr. Petri read a paper on the stamps of 
Romagna. He touched briefly upon the geo
graphical and historical history of the pro
vinces, showing with most interesting details 
how changes in the political atmosphere fore
casted a change in stamps. Mr. Petri quoted 
the figures of the issues, and also explained 
the means to distinguish the reprints and for
geries from the original stamps. The paper 
was illustrated by the stamps from Mr. Petri’s 
collection.

HULL AND DISTRICT PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY.

Feb. 7th, 1898.—A meeting of the above 
Society was held at the Grosvenor Hotel on 
this date. The president (E. W. Drury, Esq.) 
in the chair. 11 members were present.

The stamps chosen for display were those of 
British Columbia, B. Guiana, and B. Hon
duras. A fine series of early issues were ex
hibited and shades compared by the members. 
Some good stamps were shown, including B. 
Guiana 4c, 1852, B. Honduras 6d. and is. C.A., 
etc.

Hon. Sec.—James Burn, 11, St. Luke-street, 
Hull.

Bradford Philatelic Society.—The
monthly meeting of this Society was held on 
Tuesday evening, March 1st, at Messrs. Gor
don an<J Co’s offices.

There was a good attendance, and Mr. J. A. 
Guy occupied the chair. ’

Two new members were elected, and then 
Mr. W. M. Gray exhibited a number of first 
issues of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, New 
York, and Nevis, all in fine condition, and on 
original letter-sheets, as recently purchased 
by him in the States.

Mr. A. H. Stamford showed about one hun
dred scarce stamps, including the 4d. English, 
Medium Garter, unused. This little collec
tion totals up to the very respectable sum of 
£650. The inspection of these and other 
rarities filled up the remainder of a very 
pleasant evening.

The exchange secretary, Mr. W. E. White, 
reports that the excellence of the packets is 
still maintained. The March packet contains 
some fine Victorian, Ceylon, German States, 
and used Philippines, and offers a fine oppor
tunity for the members to enrich their collec
tions.

EDINBURGH.
T he Scottish P hilatelic Society, Feb. 

14th. The usual monthly meeting was held 
in 5, St. Andrew Square, at 8.15 p.m.

Mr. Smail, the Vice-President, occupied 
the chair ; and there were also present, Dr. 
Ballantyne, and Messrs. Fleming, Hobbs, 
Macintvre, and Fish.

Dr. Geo. Hennai^, Midcalder, was duly 
elected a member.

Mr. Smail read a paper on “ A Comparison 
of the prices of Stamps during the past Quarter 
of a  Century.”

On the motion of Dr. Ballantyne, Mr. Smail 
was awarded a most hearty vote of thanks for 
his highly interesting paper.

Dr. Ballantyne showed some very curious 
envelopes illustrative of the straits in which 
parties were during the American War. One 
envelope was evidently made of wall paper, 
and another of a page from an Atlas, while a 
third appeared to have been turned outside, 
and so to have done service a second time.

Mr. Fish showed some varieties of the 
Wrappers of the Argentine Republic wfth 
errors of setting up and printing. Besides
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varieties of broken letters, there were shown 
the fe, the 1, and the two centavos of 1892, and 
the same values of 1896, all without the accent 
over the U of Republica. The ic. of 1896 was 
shown with the error of spelling “ Repulibca,” 
and the much rarer error, “ Repubilca.”

It was decided to have at the next meeting a 
display by the members of the stamps of U.S.A.

WILLIAM FISH,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

Suburban Stamp Exchange Club.—On 
the return of the September packets, sheets 
were returned, and accounts were settled and 
submitted within seven days. Sales amounted 
to upwards of £250. October packets have 
been circulated among a supplementary list 
of buying members, and are expected back 
within the next three weeks. On February 
24th the 209 sheets valued in the aggregate at 
,£1,929 n s . n d . were made up into four 
packets and duly circulated. N. Americans, 
W. Africans, and Scandinavians were well 
represented, and perfect specimens were ob
tainable at much below catalogue prices. Very 
common stamps and damaged copies are, 
however, in little demand. Foreign philate
lists are invited to send sheets, and arrange
ments will be made for them to receive equiva
lents for stamps taken in cash or exchange as 
they may prefer. As packets are now sent 
out intact members who are first on list have 
a greater choice of bargains. Non-contribu
tors who desire to see packets are requested to 
notify the secretary, who will take care that 
the*r names are duly inserted on the list. Re
sponsible collectors proposing to join the club, 
should apply for rules and send references to 
the Secretary, H. A. Slade, Ingleside, St. 
Albans.

Oceania Cafafogue*
TONGA.

1886-7. Portrait of King George I., in oval, 
inscribed “ Tonga, Postage and Revenue." 
Engraved and printed from electrotypes 
at the Government Printing Office, Wel
lington, N.Z., on white wove paper, 
watermarked N.Z. and star.

A .  , perf. 12fe.
id. rose.
2d. mauve.
6d. blue, 
is. green.

B. perf. l i fe .
id. rose.
2d. mauve.
6d. blue, 
is. green.

Note.—The books of the Chief Post-master, 
Tonga, show the first dates of receipt as 
follows: id .and 2d., 27th Aug., 1886; 6d., 
9th Oct., 1886; and is., 15th April, 1887.
10th Nov., 1891. The id. and 2d. of tne pre

vious issue surcharged with anew values 
in black.

“ Fourpence.” on id. rose and black.
“ Eightpence.” on 2d. mauve and black. 
Variety, without period after “ pence” 
“ Fourpence” on id. rose and black.
23rd Nov., 1891. The id. and 2d. of 1886, 

surcharged with a small black star in the 
upper right and lower left corners, 

id. rose.
2d. mauve.

Varieties, with 3, 4, or 5 stars, 
id. rose.
15th Aug., 1892. Same type, paper, etc., as 

1886 issue. Perf. n ]^ .
6d. yellow.
10th Nov., 1892. Arms of Tonga (for the id. 

and 4d.). Portrait pf King George I. 
(for the other values). Engraved by A.
E. Cousins, Wellington, and printed 
from electrotypes at the Government 
Printing Office, Wellington, N.Z., on 
white wove paper, watermarked N.Z., and 
star. Perf. l i fe .  

id. rose, 
zd. olive-brown.
4d. lake.
8d. mauve, 
is. sepia.

Note.—In 1893 the Postal Union rates of 
postage were adopted for international corres
pondence, and pending the preparation of 
fed. and 2fed. stamps, the id. stamp was 
allowed to be cut in halves and each half 
used as a fed. value. These “ splits” may 
be found cut vertically, horizontally, or dia
gonally from left to right or vice versa—eight 
varieties!
21 st Aug., 1893. The preceding types, printed 

in different colours and surcharged with 
new values. Same wmk. Perf. i2fe. 

fed . on id. blue, surcharge in red. 
fe,d. on id. blue, surcharge in black.
2}^d. on 2d. green, surcharge in red.
2 fed. on 2d. green, surcharge in black.
“ Five Pence ” on 4d. orange, sur. in red. 
7fed. on 8d. rose, surcharged in red.
1894. Previous types overprinted vertically 

in black “ Surcharge Halfpenny” and 
“ Surcharge 2fed.’’ Wmk. N.Z. and star. 
Perf. 11%, 12fe x l i fe ,  

fed. on 4d. (1892) lake. 
fed. on is (1892) sepia.
2 fed. on 8d. (1892) mauve.
2 fed. on is. (1887) green.
Varieties: (o) “ Surcharge ” ; (6) Without

period after “ Surcharge.” 
fed. on 4d. lake (a). 
fed. on is. sepia (a).
2 fed. on 8d. mauve (6).
2 fed  .on is. green (b).

Note.—Pairs of the 4d. may be found *e 
tenant with and without overprint. Some of 
the sheets have also been stuck together, and 
in the process of separation some of the 

stamps have been “ skinned.” The surcharge 
having been subsequently applied, fragments 
of a 4d. or is. design may be found with a 
full overprint, part on colour and part on 
the skinned portion of the stamp.
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* Unused. t  On original.
The following have held sales since last report:—
Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper, 105th sale, 

Feb. loth and nth.
Mr. G r a y , 8th sale, Feb. 12th (Glasgow).

, ,  H a d l o w , 114th sale, Feb. 14th. '

26 Belgium, wmk. in frame, 40c.*, gum
£
2

s.
10

d,
0

9 4 Naples, cross, 5̂ t. “(pin hole) ... 4 7 6
103 Oldenburg, 2nd issue, Jg,* ... 5 5 0
104 ,, ditto, cut close*............. 2 12 6
117 Saxony, 2g. black on dark blue* ... 4 4 0
123 Sweden, 176. grey* ... ... ... 3 6 0
141 Wurtemburg, 2nd issue, 6k.*, gum 2 8 0
>5 > Cape, 1 /- emerald*.......................

Mauritius, imperf., 6d. blue, pair, 
*gum ... .............  ... ...

2 S 0
182

2 2 0
183 Mauritius, imperf., 1 /- vermilion, pair, 

*gum............................................ 3 15 0
228 Antigua, 6d., imperf., pair* ... 2 10 0
2 3 5 Barbados, imperf., 1/-, pair* ... 3 0 0
236 ,, on white, green, pair ... 2 12 6
269 Nevis, 4d. rose* ... ... ... 2 IS 0
27 5 ,, litho., if- dark green, entire 

sheet of 1 2 .................................. >7 0 0
331 N.S.W., large square, imperf., 6d. 

grey-brown................................. 3 0 0
35 7 S. Australia, if- yellow *gum ... 4 0 0

Messrs. Puttick & S impson, Feb. 15th and i6ih. 
Mr. H adijOW, 115 and 116th sale, Feb. 17th and 

18th. (Rev. P. E. Raynor’s Collection of Australians). 
10 N.S.W., Sydney, id., Plate ii., on

laid* ... .................................... 12 o o
34 N.S.W., Laurealed, 8d. ... . . . 2 8 0
50 ,, large square, imperf., 5d. 2 2 0
51 „ „ ,, 8d. 2 8 0
63 ,, „ perf. 12, 6d. brown

*gum ........................................3 14 o
73 N.S.W., 20/-, wmk. 5/-, *gum ... 2 0 0

119 Queensland, imperf., 2d .........  4 4 0
156 S. Australia, London Print, id. deep

green, *gum ... ... ... ... 10 o o
160 S. Australia, Local Print, id. yellow- ,

green, p a i r .................................3 15 o
170 S. Australia, 2d. blood-red, *gum ... 10 5 o
189 ,, 1/- yellow, *gum ... 2 18 o
277 „ * E ’ in red on 1st 2d.

roul.*      2 8 0
341 S. Australia, ‘ T ’ in blue on 4d. roul.* 3 0 0  
344 ,, ‘VN’in black on 4d.,

perf. 10*  3 2 0
365 Tasmania, 2d yellow-green, perf. 12* 2 16 o 
378 ,, ‘ H"3 fpenny ’ on id.* . . . 2 8 0
390 Victoria, 2d., fine background and

border ... ... ... . . . 3 0 0
400-1 Victoria, Throne, litho., 2d.*

£1 IS 0 & 4  O O
457 Westralia, 6d. bronze ... ... 3 10 o

Messrs. Ciieveley & Co., 125th sale, Feb. 21st.
,, Bu h l & Co., 44th sale, Feb. 22nd.

Mr. McAuslan, 6th sale, Feb. 22nd and 23rd 
(Glasgow).

Messrs. Ventom, Bull,' & Cooper, 106th sale, 
Feb. 24th and 25th.

Mr. Haulow, 117th sale, Feb. 28th.
Messrs. Puttick & Simpson, March 1st and 2nd. 
Mr, Hadlow, 1.18th and 119th sales, March 3rd 

and 4th. J
23 N.S.W., Sydney, Plate ii., id.* ... 9 9
^  m large square, 8d. orange ,,, 3 o

124 N. Zealand, Pelure, 6d.* ............. 3 15
126 •• >> perf., Id. ... 4 8

» ,, 2d. lilac blue 2 12
lozenges, 2d................  2 10

127
>45
>53 Queensland, imperf., id., pairf
>55160

161
6d.*

.. 2d,t ...
medium star, rough perf.,

2 17 
5 o

2 5 3
2 7 4

3 17 6

3 3  
3  15

Queensland, medium star, rough perf.,
251 Tasmania, id. blue* .............

»» 4 (1-grange, *gum ...
,, ‘ II a penny’ on id. in

strip of 3* .................................
281 Victoria, 1st issue, id. red-brown*

gum .............................................
286 Victoria, 1st issue, 2d., fine border*
3>8 ,, emblems, horizontal laid,

2d., roul.* gum ... ... ... 3 o
3 3 4  Victoria, diadem, id., wink, six

pence* .................................... 6 12
3 7 3  Westralia, 1st issue, 1, 2, 6d., on onet 6 o
3 7 4  n ,, 2d.* ..............12 12
3 8 3  1861, i/-* .............5 5
428 Lagos, perf. 12#, if-, long value,

pair,* g u m ............................ .... 6 10
446 St. Helena, imperf., 4d , pair,* gum 3 7

2 7 6

6
o
o
o

0
6

B y S. C. Skipton.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

British Central Africa. The A.J.P. chronicles a 
provisional of the Registered Envelopes. The 
value ‘ TWO PENCE’ on the stamp being 
crossed out with a pen, and ‘4d.’ and the 
initials ‘ E.E.H.’ added underneath, all in red 
ink.

R .E . 4d in red on 2d. ultramarine.
Canada. The following of the new type have been 

issued. •
3c. red.

10c. puce
P.C. ic. green and black.

ic carmine and black.
The latter card is no doubt intended to be 

used with an advertisement on the front which 
is admissible under the new regulations as it is 
inscribed under the stamp ‘THE SPACE 
BELOW IS RESERVED FOR ADDRESS 
ONLY.’ .
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MekceVs Weekly also describes a variety of 
the new J£c. possibly due to the printing.

ic. slate black, paper whiter and stamp %  mm. shorter than
ic. plain black, paper yellowish.

Cape of Good Hope. The L. P. notes that the colour 
of the 2d. has been changed from ochre to 

ad. chocolate-brown.

India. Bhopal. Alfred Smith's Monthly chronicles 
the following; the ia being of the square type, 
the sheet containing 24 varieties (6 rows of 4) 
without any errors except that there is no 
embossing in the centre. The sheet is imper
forate and printed on wove paper, stained coffee 
colour.

The other value is 2a. green and perforated 
with holes 6 to 7 mm apart.

ia . red-brown, imperf.
M. green, perf.

New South Wales. According to a correspondent 
in the L. P. the three new stamps have been 
slightly altered. The dies were in the first 
instance of wood, they are now of steel. The 
id. and 2^d. have appeared, and the 2d. will 
appear soon. The differences most apparent 
are in the id.

Die i. The first pearl of the crown on left is 
imperfect.
The Maltese cross at left of crown is badly 
formed.
The lines of shading of figures are thick and 
irregular.

Die ii. The first pearl is a complete circle.
The Maltese Cross is more distinct.
The lines ot shading of the figures are thin and 
regular.
The 2j^d.

Die i. The Star on the Queen’s breast has 12 
lines of shading.
The Nostril has a downward droop and the 
pupil of the eye is unshaded.

Die ii. The Star has 16 lines of shading.
The Nostril is almost level, and the pupil is 
shaded.

OTHER COUNTRIES.
Argentine. The 30c. has appeared of the same type 

as the ioc.
MekeePs Weekly has discovered a fresh error 
on the wrappers.

30c, orange.
W. 1c. blue, error R E P U B IL C A .

Austria. Hungary. The following have appeared 
with figure of value in black.

3k. black and mauve.
3k. „  green.

10k. ,, blue,
aok. ,, grey-black.

Colombia. The current stamps are undergoing a 
change in the colour of the paper on which 
they are being printed. The following have 
been seen.

3c. red-brown on salmon (instead of buff), 
aoc. „  greenish-blue (instead of violet).

Bolivar, Der Philatelist has seen a copy of 
the 1863 Fiscal used postally.

1863 ioc. black on green, Fiscal used postally.

Egypt- Soudan. A correspondent in Egypt in
forms us that the Egyptian stamps over 
printed Soudan will very shortly be superseded 
by a new set printed in London. The design 
consists of a Camel and an Egyptian fellah in 
the centre.

Ecuador. The T.P. chronicles the envelope of the 
1894 issue with no less than three different 
varities of the ‘ 1897—1898 ’ surcharge, one of 
them reading * 1897 Y 1898.’

E . 5c. green surcta. in black, 3 varieties.
The envelopes we mentioned in January, 

according to the same paper, do not exist.
France. Morocco. The ioc. Post Card has now 

‘ REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE ’ at top.
Guatemala. The Exhibition stamp of 2c has been 

surcharged ‘ UN CENTAVO’—‘ 1898’ in two 
lines the ic. on 12c. having been sold out.

ic. in bUck on sc. black on greenish.
Haiti. The 7c. has appeared in new colour. It is 

rumoured that the %c. already chronicled will 
not appear, but a new set is being prepared in 
Paris.

?c. grey-black.
Italy. Eritrea. The Italian Post Card with the 

oval stamp has been surcharged for use here. 
P.C. ioc., black on carmine.

Nicaragua. This Republic has joined Honduras and 
Salvador to form the Central American 
Republic, retaining like them freedom in 
internal matters. This being so, Col. Seebeck 
(or as he says the government) was not satisfied 
with the current stamps with the date 1897, so 
has supplied an entirely new set with new 
designs dated 1898. The design has the arms 
in centre and is inscribed ‘ REPUBLICA 
MAYOR DE CENTRO AMERICA ’

I‘ESTADO DENICARAGUA.’ Theslamps 
are perforated 12, and watermarked with a cap 
of liberty. The Unpaids have a figure of 
value in centre, and the envelopes and wrappers 
have stamps like the adhesives, 

ic. bistre. 25c. blue.
•c. slate 50c yellow.
4c. red-brown (CU ARTRO ). ip. violet.
5c. olive-brown. ap. bistre.
10C- deep violet- sp orange.
15c. ultramarine.
Off. 1, a, 4, 5, to, 15, *5, 50c, 1, 2, sp, carmine, surch. in 

blue.
P.D . 1 . 2, 5, to, 2o, 30, 50c. blue-green,
E. jc . grey-green, size 159 x 91mm. 

ioc. violet, „  „
20c. blue. „  240 x tn5tnm,
30c. bistre, „  „
50c. carmine, „  ,,
P.C. ac. green on straw.

2 +  2C. „  „
3c. brown on lilac-rose.

Orange Free State. Two reply cards have been 
issued.

P.C. 4 +  4d., green, 
id. -|- id., brown.

Persia. Envelope with stamps in fresh colours have 
been issued according to D*B.Z*

55. yellow, sue 149 x  91 mm.
5s. ,, M 14 3 x 10 9  mm.

10s. blue ,, ,,
135. rose ,,

ik . violet ,, ,,
Peru. Messrs. Williams and Co., of Lima, have 

sent us samples of some new stamps which we 
mentioned some time ago as being in prepara
tion to commemorate the opening of the new 
Post Office. We do not know if they are to be 
a permanent issue, or are to be used until the 
supply is exhausted, and the old designs to be 
brought into use again. The stamps are en
graved by the American Bank Note Co. N.Y., 
whose name appears at the bottom of each 
stamp and they are dated ‘ 1897.’ Some 
Telegraph stamps were also issued on the same 
occasion and also some Post Cards. Two of
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these letters are specially for New Year Greet
ings having a printed form on the back. They 
are all printed on the old first issue. The ic. 
and 2c. have a large figure of value over the 
old value above the arms, and at right over the 
space for the Postmark is a stamp with view of 
the new Post Office but without value. There 
is also a variety of the old issue with only four 
stars after the ‘ 2.’

ic. blue, view of bridge, 
ac. brown, view of Post Office.
5c. carmine, President Espirtola. 4
P.C, sc. blue on 5c. black on white, variety 4 stars, 

ic. green on 5c. „  „  New Year,
sc. orange on 5c. ,, „  ,,
ic. red on 5c. „
sc. blue on 5c. „

3 +  sc. „  sc. $c. black on buffi 
3c. red*brown on white. ,

3 +  3C* » buff.
*c. black on white.

4 +  4c. ,, buff. ^
Portugal. The Vasco de Gama commemorative 

stamps are to be ready for issue on April 1st and 
will be available for use during three months. 
There will be 8 values which will be supplied 
to Portugal and the following Colonies, Azores, 
Africa, India (7 values only), Macao, Madeira, 
Timor. In addition there will be a set of 7 un
paid stamps for use in Portugal. There will 
be 8 varieties of ior. Cards and 4 of 20r. for 
each of the above. Probably the African 
Colonies will object to be all lumped together.

Mozambique. There were issued in Decem
ber last two provisionals surcharged on the 
1885 issue, ‘Mozambique ‘ 2$4. ’ (S)—* reis.’

2)r. m black on 2or. rose.
5r. ,, 4or. brown. ^

Salvador. See our remarks under Nicaragua.
The design of the new series consists of three 

female figures (? the three republics) for the 
adhesives, and of figure of value for the dues.

ic. vermilion. 13c. brown-red.
ac. carmine. 30c. dark blue.
3c. emerald. 24c. violet-blue.
5c. blue-green. 26c. bistre,

toe. uhramarine. 50c. orange.
12c, purple. ip. yellow.

P.D . 1, *, 3, 5, to, 15, 25. 50c. violet.
E . ic . red on lavender, size 158 by 90 mm. 

ac. carmine ,, t»
. sc. blue-green ,, ,,
1 lac. lilac „  „

13c. grey*green# ,, 
P .C . ic. black on violet, 

ac. blue on bluisb.
2 + ac. „

3c. red on reddish.
3 + 3C* »

Spain. Cuba. T h e  colours of the stamps mentioned 
in December are not quite correct. The 3c. 
should be brown-violet and the 20c. red-violet. 
The Post Cards have also been received with 
stamp of the ‘ boy ’ King in upper centre.

P.C. 5tn. carmine on kuff.
5 + sm. ..

ic. blue-green ,,
i + ,c‘ ..

ic. violet „
! + «• II II

3c. red-brown „
3 +  3C* i> >’ _

Fernando Po. According to the T.P. 11 stamps of 
I2j£c. all that were in stock were surcharged 
‘ Sc ’ in oval, but were not sold to the public.

A postcard has been issued with stamp of 
the baby type.

gc. in red on n^c. brown.
P.C. 10c. red on yellow.

United States. The ic. has been changed in colour 
in conformity to the Postal Union decision and 
the new Post Cards have appeared. The ic. 
has the inscription in three lines. The sizes 
differ from the old cards.

The Philatelic Monthly have discovered 
a new type of the Eagle Post inscribed, ‘ PAID 
EAGLE POST 80 CIIESNUT STREET’ 
in roughly drawn circle.

ic. green.
Local. Eagle Post.— blue and black.
P.C. ic. black, size 140 by 8)1 mm. 

ac. blue, ,, u o b y  8q mm.

ERRORS AND MINOR VARIETIES.
India. Mr. Sequeira, of Karachi, has sent us a 

photograph of a peculiar error namely the 2a. 
stamp printed twice. The second impression 
being about one third of an inch below the first, 
and informs us that one sheet was so found.

The bin. has had the Jubilee line added 
round the panes.

Belgium. The T.P. has seen the 1875 25c. imper
forate.

Montenegro. The current 2n. Wrapper, green on 
straw, has been seen imperforate.

Persia. There was recently sold in London a copy 
of the 1878, 1 toman bronze on blue laid paper.

Samoa. There has been a fresh printing of the Post 
Card on thicker and more highly glazed card
board of a paler greenish tint. A ij£d. value 
has been formed by the addition of a 
adhesive.

Salvador. The A.J.P, note the following;
1896. 12c. slate, imperf, vertically.

30c. green. # „
100c. dark blue, imperf. horizontally.

Tonga. Mr. Layard informs us that the curious 
monument depicted on the newly issued 3d. is 
a sort of local Stonehenge. It consists of three 
gigantic stones and stands on a sandy plain, 
and no similar stone is found in Tonga. There 
is also a monstrous stone bowl on top, supposed 
to have contained the blood of human sacrifices, 
hut the whole history is utterly unknown, and 
the present race of natives can only say, “ The 
Gods made it.”
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(pfltfafefg at JE)ome+
The London Philatelist—London.

DENMARK.
The following notes on the two skilling 

value 1851 issue by R. Ehrenbach in the above 
journal will no doubt be very interesting read
ing, and we therefore reprint it in full, as it is 
so concise that it would only be spoiled by 
omitting a single word. An article on the 
same stamp in this number gives the result of 
the studies of another collector.

Until 1849 the Postal Services of Denmark 
were in the hands of private individuals, who 
charged the public according to agreements, 
etc., when in May, 1849, the State decided to 
take it over from the parties who had hitherto 
been doing this probably lucrative business. 
Anyhow it appears so, for they had to pay in
demnities to them, and in the case of the widow 
who ran the Copenhagen Post this indemnity 
seems to have rather a stiff amount.

According to Mr. Ruse of the Copenhagen 
Club, who has written a little book on Danish 
stamps, the rates were fixed for Copenhagen 
at 2 sk. and at 4 sk. for the suburbs of the 
capital.

It was only about two years later, viz., on 
March n th , 1851, that the Department issued 
definite Postal Regulations for the whole 
country. The local rate remained at 2 sk., 
and the 4 sk, rate was extended to the whole 
country, charging 6 sk. for unfranked letters. 
On June 17th, 1853, they further extended 
these facilities to the Duchies of Schleswig 
and Holstein.

The above-mentioned law had hardly been 
made public when the first stamps put in an 
appearance on April 1st, 1851. They were 
two values, one of 4 sk. in brown for the 
Country rate, and a 2 sk. stamp in blue for the 
local rate ; this latter stamp is the one which 
forms the subject of these few notes, and al
though the stamp is familiar to everyone, 1 
will try to give a short description of it tor 
reference purposes. The stamp is type- 
printed, coloured impression on medium to 
stout, rough paper, covered with a burtlt pat
tern in yellowish, more or less distinct but

never absent. Wmk. small crown, gum yellow 
to brown, shape 17# mm. square, imperforate. 
Each stamp bears denomination of value, “ 2 
Rigsbank Skilling,” in three lines, colour on 
white in a double circle of thin lines (diameter 
9(q mm.). This double circle is surrounded 
by a larger circle (14 mm. diam.), thus form
ing together a circular band of solid colour, 
bearing the inscriptions “ Kgl. Post” on the 
r:ght, and “ Frim arke” on the left, in white 
capital letters. Between these inscriptions is 
the roya'llcrown at the top and a posthorn at 
the bottom. A small “ f  ” is visible in the mid
dle of the posthorn, being probably the en
graver’s mark or a plate number. The outer 
space is filled up with horizontal line of colour, 
covered with floreate ornaments of a deeper 
hue.

There are 100 stamps on the sheet, in ten 
rows of ten. It has been known now for some 
time that there were three types of the figure 
“ 2 ” on the sheet. They are as follows: — 
Type I., the “ 2” is regular ; Type II., the foot 
of the “ 2 ” is not joined to the base ; Type III., 
the “ 2" is similar to Type I., but the left part 
of the base seems^to be joined together at an 
angle. Besides these types in the figure of 
value, I had already, on comparing my stamps, 
found minor differences of all kinds, to which, 
however, I attached very' little importance, 
believing them to be mere vagaries of the print
ing-press.

Lately, however, I have been fortunate 
enough to lay my hands on an entire sheet of 
Government reprints of this stamp, and on 
closer inspection, together with our mutual 
friend, Mr. Gordon Smith, have found that 
every stamp on the sheet varies to a certain 
extent.

In fact we have been able to spot every sin
gle copy of mine on the sheet, which means 
this stamp can be plated. One stamp even, 
which shows a big break in the right upper 
ccrner, a break which is not on the sheet re
ferred to, and which is due probably to an acci
dent to the plate, can be easily assigned to its 
correct position.

There can be no doubt that certain scratches, 
dots and marks, etc., are to be found on stamps 
cf the identical position on the sheets, whether



Mar. 15, i&9&> R eview of R eviews. 67

they are of early printing or not, and that 
these differences are by no means accidental 
or casual.

It can serve no good purpose to give a tedi
ous description of every minute variety on the 
sheet, and I will try to enumerate the more sali
ent varieties, leaving you gentlemen to seek 
the further details by the aid of the illustrations 
which will appear in the London Philatelist.

One can divide at once the 100 stamps in 
three larger groups according to the types of 
the figure “ 2,” and find that of Type II. there 
are nine on the sheet, viz., Nos. 2, 4, 6, 10, 52, 
5.1, 56, 58, 60, whilst of Type III. there are eight 
or nine, viz., Nos. 20, 24, 30, 36, 40, 86, 88, 90, 
No. 84 being rather indistinct on my sheet. 
No. 48 has a big flaw on the foot of the “ 2 ” so 
as to make it impossible to say to which lot it 
belongs.

All the rest are of Type I. A number of 
stamps then show breaks of more or less impor
tance in the outer frame—e.g., on the right 
side in Nos. 10,32, 60, 100 ; on the left side, 
73, 79 > and on the top they are visible in 70 
and 91.

A prominent variety is No. 96. In this stamp 
the second “ I .” in “ skilling” is quite dis
torted, having the appearance of a hook, while 
in No. too the “ R " in “ Rigsbank” is more 
like a “ K ” than anything else. “ G’s ” formed 
as they appear in Nos. 3, 5, 53, 55 are quite 
characteristic of these stamps.

The scratches, caused probably by the en
graver’s tools, as they appear in Nos. 1, 26, 42, 
43, 49> 73, 74t 93, 99, and others in a smaller 
degree, are different in every case, and can 
be found on every copy of the respective num
bers. But even these scratches are by no 
means the only detail by which these stamps 
can be distinguished from one another.

I will not go too closely into the matter of 
minute dots, etc., in the coloured parts of the 
stamps, but will only further point out how 
much the lettering, as also the spacing be
tween the letters, in the words “ Rigsbank 
Skilling ” varies, variations which in themselves 
piove the differences among the stamps.

On glancing over the numbers as found be
longing to the various types of “ 2” and those 
which show similarity of some of the letters— 
e.g., the “ G " referred to above—it would at 
first sight appear that the plates were con
structed of two halves, 1-50 and 51-100, which 
may be to a certain extent the correct view; 
bui then it is difficult to take this for granted 
seeing that the corresponding numbers are 
by no means identical. In fact, in order to 
ascertain ail these points, it would require a 
much larger quantity of these interesting 
stamps in pairs and blocks than are known 
or available. Stamps of the earliest period 
especially would be desirable—so-called pre
mieres gravures—because it is quite posible 
that the plate from which the reprints were 
taken in 1886 was worn to a certain extent.

There are two reprints, one on white paper 
iike the sheet present, and one on paper 
covered with yellow lines, imitating the burlle 
pattern.

I cjuite see that the plating of these stamps 
can, as far as interest goes, by no means be com
pared to the type of hand-engraved stamps 
like the Sydney Views, Mauritius, and the 
Philippines, but they are quite on a par with 
the third issue of Oldenburg, which likewise 
show such a lot of transfer varieties, or other 
stamps of the same calibre ; but anyhow, they 
are, in my humble opinion, well worth a thor
ough inspection and study.

(pljtfafefg in f0e

The Philatelic Alonthly.—New York.
GREECE.

The above journal in its last number brings 
the following interesting information regard
ing the Olympian stamps, also those stamps 
that had been captured by the Turks, and the 
steps taken by the Greek Treasury to guard 
against the loss of such stamps being used. 
Our Correspondent Writes: —

I met a gentleman connected with the 
Postal Department of Greece last week and 
elicited from him some very interesting 
philatelic information. In the first place he 
assured me that the Olympian games set 
would be used up entirely, and no remainders 
would be sold to dealers. As a matter of fact 
the five lowest values are sold out ; and 
medium values up to 2 drachmas will last but 
a few months longer; but the two highest 
values, the 5 and 10 d. will remain in circula
tion for some years yet. In place of the low 
Olympian values, the remainders of the old 
Athens issue are again being used. Proposals 
for an entirely new set are under consideration 
of the authorities, but as yet nothing has been 
decided upon. The war with Turkey has 
brought forth some new things at any rate. 
He showed me two unsevered 40 lepta stamps 
which, besides being cancelled in the ordin
ary way bore a large blue surcharge. This 
surcharge is explained as follows: When dur
ing the panic at Larissa the postal clerks fled, 
leaving postage and fiscal stamps behind* 

there was much danger, that these stamps 
might be stolen. In order to render stamps 
falling into the hand of the enemy worthless, 
the chief official of the Larissa post office sur
charged all stamps remaining in his posses
sion at Domokos with the large round seal of 
the tax-office, and ordered the same process 
in all the offices of his district. Thus the 
stamps sold in the district threatened by the 
Tuiks were all surchargdd before being sold 
to the public, and letters from these places 
flanked with stamps not so surcharged were 
subject to being taxed bv postage due stamps, 
as they were considered franked with stolen 
stamps. The surcharge is in blue and always 
covers four stamps at a time. Since postal
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connection was interrupted often and traffic 
was very light during the critical period, these 
smcharges will eventually become very scarce. 
The surcharge consists of the Greek coat-of- 
arms and the word “ TAM EION” meaning 
treasury. The Turks also created a pro
visional stamp which was also used in Thes
saly during their occupation of this Greek 
piovince. So far I have not seen this stamp, 
but am promised a specimen, which I will sub
mit to you on receipt.

The Metropolitan Philatelist— New York.
The following will, no doubt, interest our 

readers as it deals with a question which has 
often been discussed by philatelists: — 
POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE ARGENTINE 

REPUBLIC.
S t u d y  of the 1888 Issue b y  Rodolfo 

La ass.
Translated from the “ Revista de la Sociedad 

Filatelica Argentina.”
The lithographic issue of 1888 has created 

some discussion among philatelists owing to 
the numerous types found on each of its de
nominations, and in the majority of cases such . 
a discussion has led students into error, mainly 
because of lack of technical knowledge.

These stamps were manufactured in the 
establishment of Juan Kidd, and the basis of 
the different types under observation arises 
from the fact that two artists were the authors 
of the work—one especially skilful in portraits 
and the other in lettering and decoration, it 
follows that the original engraving of the half 
cent stamps was made in two separate dies. 
On the first die the artist engraved the frame, 
lettering and decoration, leaving the central 
oval in 'blank. On the second die the other 
artist, after measuring with small dots the 
central oval, engraved the portraits. Now 
comes the delicate operation from which arises 
the difference in types existing in the stamps 
of this issue.

Proofs were taken of the frame, lettering, 
and decoration in transfer paper so as to make 
the original transfer of the portraits, which 
were trimmed around the dotted line indicat
ing the oval frame, and this proof was then 
put in place in the blank space left in the 
fiame proof, securing the portrait oval by 
means of small needles, technically called 
needle points.

When trimming the oval frame, as well as 
in fixing the portraits in this frame, and owing 
to the lack of careful handling and to the diffi
culties peculiar to this class of work, a number 
of dots which indicated the oval were left in 
some places in the stamp, in other places the 
needle points have left their marks and in 
others the oval lines have disappeared because 
the portraits were not centred exactly in the 
oval frame.

These are the general details which must 
b ;  a^olied to all the denominations of this 
issue, as all th i stamps were undoubtedly 
made in the same manner. I shall presently 
describe the different types I have observed

. in the half-cents, which is the denomination 
1 propose to study in the present paper.

From all the material I have beerf able to 
gatner I have not, up to the present time, 
found more than fifty types, entirely distinct, 
but it would not surprise me if I succeeded in 
finding more m the near future.

1 shall now describe what I consider the first 
series of ten types, of which I have found four 
transfers differing a little from each other in 
the colour and size of the stamps.

The first transfer measures 233mm. width 
by 279mm. length, the second 231 by 281, the 
third 232 by 2 8 4 and the fourth 233 by 282. 
It is possible that there may be found more 
uansfers of this series but as I have just stated 
the material at hand shows no more.

After the original transfer was made, 
n»me.Iv. after taking the ten proofs of the 
frame with the ten proofs of the portrait and 
placing them together in position by means 
of needle points, ten final proofs were taken 
to produce the plates from which the printing 
was made. The plate had one hundred 
stamps,, as it will be seen by the sketch which 
shows the position of the ten different types 
and the manner in which they are repeated 
in the plate. '

Then follows a very minute description of 
each type.

THE STAMP COLLECTOR.
By W. J. H ardy & E. D. Bacon.

- Price 7s.6d. net, 299 pp.
This work is issued in the identical style as 

the Collector Series, with which we are "all so 
familiar. It is splendidly got up, illustrated 
by 12 exceedingly well printed plates, full of 
interesting matter and well worth the attention 

iof any collector.
After an “ Introductory ” dealing with the 

early era, or as we should say “ Golden days 
of Philately,” having regard to the prices then 
asked, we find the following chapters : II. The 
issue of postage stamps; III. Collecting, its 
origin and development ; IV. Stamps made 
for collectors ;V. Art in postage stamps ; VI. 
Stamps with stories ; VII. History in postage 
stamps ; VIII. Local stamps ; IX. The stamp 
market; X. Postcards; XL Famous collec
tions. Finally a description of the plates, 
bibliography, and a list of Philatelic Societies.

Chapters VI., VII., and XL especially will 
be found extremely interesting by the readers.

We can most strongly recommend this work 
to every one of our readers. It will ever be a 
standard work on philately and a valuable addi
tion to our library.
• DENMARK.

Mr. Taylor has submitted to us a very curi
ous variety of the 4 ore blue, and slate 1874-9 
issue. The large figure 4 in the centre has a 
horizontal white line on the beginning of the 
vertical down stroke of nearly the same length 
as the horizontal stroke at the foot of the figure. 
This additional line is slightly curved and quite 
distinct.
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The Post Office collection at Berlin has re

ceived lately a very valuable addition. Renew
ing an old letter box at the Post Office of Olden
burg a large number of letters posted fearly in 
the fifties were found ; these no doubt had slip
ped through owing to some deficiency in the 
co struction and had lain there concealed ever 
since. Some of the senders as well as the ad
dressees had since died, and such envelopes with 
nearly all the stamps in splendid preservation 
were handed over to the authorities in Berlin, 
and have found a resting place in the official 
collection there.

Sm ith: Who is that kind gentleman over 
there distributing books to all those boys ?

Jones: He is a stamp dealer, and the books 
he is giving away are old stamp albums.

A Philatelic Exhibition and Congress will be 
held in Paris in 1900.

According to the Revue Ph&atclique Francais<• 
stamps of Alsace-Lorraine, especially the 10 and 
20c. have been found with both nets, one correct 
and the other inverted. These we consider to 
be forgeries.

The fast mail train between New York and 
Washington carries more second class mail than 
any other train, it averaging over 85,000 pounds 
per day, making a net profit to the department 
of nearly $20,000 per year. This is one case 
where a cent a pound pays revenue.

The Philatelic Exhibition of Turin will be 
open to the public from the 16th to the 30th of 
May.

The Go Reis of the 1R50 issue Brazil has been 
found tete-beche.

FOREIGN POSTAGE.
The following official notice has been issued : 

—The Postmaster-General is informed that since 
the weight allowed for a postage of id was raised 
to 40Z. in the case of inland letters there has been 
an increase in the number of letters for places 
abroad which have been posted insufficiently 
prepaid. Attention is therefore called to the 
fact that as far as letters addressed to places 
abroad are concerned, no reduction of postage 
or increase in the weight has taken place. The 
postage to be prepaid on such letters is still 2j4d 
per J^oz.
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The last row on'some sheets of the current 15c. 
of France has been found not perforated.

James I., Prince of Trinidad, has died by his 
own hand according to American papers. His 
real name was Hickey.

The higher values of the unpaid Letter Stamps 
of Chili having been used very little, it has been 
decided not to issue any more. These stamps 
have been printed as follows end of last year: —
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 s 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
t) 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6
8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8
10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10
10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10
20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20

t ne arrangement of the former plate will be 
found on page 104, Vol. VII., and now it is said 
all values higher than 6 centavos will be discon
tinued.

Of the Iceland Provisional 3 Aur. on 5 Aur. 
14,600 have been issued in 2 printings, 8,600 with 
red 3 and black prir (three) 6000 with black prir 
only. On each sheet 60 stamps have the word 
prir  in large type and 40 stamps in small type.

BELIEVED IT A BOGUS STAMP.
POSTMASTER GORDON’S MEN 

HAD NOT HEARD OF THE NEW ISSUE.
A green i-cent stamp on one of the hundreds 

of thousands of envelopes that are handled daily 
in Chicago post office was discovered Thursday 
by one of the clerks in the mailing division, and 
an announcement was immediately made that a 
counterfeit had been intercepted.

The only way the stamp differed from the 
regular issue, which is printed in blue, was in 
its colour, but it was taken to Superintendent 
Montgomery’s office and from there hurried to 
Postmaster Gordon.

News of the discovery of the supposed counter
feit was telegraphed to the post office depart
ment at Washington, and the clerk was compli
mented on his watchfulness. Yesterday the 
officials were somewhat chagrined when they 
received a telegram from Washington notifying 
the Chicago Post office that the green i-cent 
stamp was perfectly regular and was one of the 
large issue recently put out by the department.

From the Philatelic Era.
1 he above is an apt illustration of our belief 

that postal officials are the very last people to 
read notices posted and published by the 
authorities.

Collectors of British Postmarks may be inter
ested in an envelope we have just seen. The 
stamp is the ordinary id. with letters in all four 
corners, plate 149, the postmark being the usual 
number in centre with heavy bars above and 
below forming an upright oval. The circular 
date postmark is at the side and is inscribed 
“ Oxford” and the date “ K. SP 21. 72.” The 
No. in the oval is “ 613” not the usual Oxford 
No. of “ 603.”

(Jjfitfafeftc <gjr0t$tfton af £urm„

ABRIDGED PROSPECTUS.

The Exhibition will be open from the 16th— 
30th of May. All philatelists, either Italian or 
living in Italy can exhibit according to the vari
ous classes. Foreign philatelists will be ad
mitted in Class I. or with Italian philatelists or 
others living in Italy in Class la., in Division I. 
of Classes IV. and V., and in Division I. and II. 
of Class VI., and in Division I. and III. of Class 
VIE

All persons desirous of exhibiting must send 
before the 30th of March the necessary applica
tion and description of their exhibits to the 
President de l* Commission f>our PExposition 
Philatilique.—Turin, Italie.

Every application must be accompanied by an 
order for 10 lire for admission fee. A charge 
of 20 cent will be made for each square deci
metre up to 1 square metre with a minimum of 
1 lira. Beyond this space the charge per square 
decimetre will be reduced to 10 centesimi. The 
charge for exhibits in Class Vila, will be 3 lire. 
For glass cases exhibitors will have to pay 10c. 
per square decimetre up to 1 square metre, be
yond that space 5c.

All exhibits must be in Turin in the second 
week of April addressed as stated above. Each 
exhibitor has to appoint a representative (not a 
member of the Jury) and this representative has 
to open the package before three members of 
the Committee, unless the Exhibitor has ad
dressed a note to the Committee having full con
fidence in them to act for him.

Although the Committee will take all precau
tions possible that no damage will come to the 
exhibits they decline nevertheless to take any 
responsibilities, exhibitors must insure their own 
exhibits against fire, theft, etc.

The exhibits will be watched day and night.
The Committee will also take care that the 

exhibits will not suffer from too strong a light. 
A sufficient number of awards consisting of 
medals and diplomas will be given. Anybody 
can give special prizes.

A jury of 7 members will decide the awards, 
which will be announced five days before the 
closing of the Exhibition.
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Class I.
For collections of adhesives and entires of 

Italy, Sardinia, Austrian Italy, Parma, 
Modena, Papal States, Romagna, Tuscany, 
Naples, Sicily, Kingdom of Italy, -Italian Le
vant, Eritrea, San Marino.

For any one or more of the above States.
Div. t. Unused adhesives.

,, 2. Used adhesives.
,, 3. Used adhesives on letters, envelopes, 

wrappers.
,, 4. Post cards, letter cards, parcel post

cards, etc.
,, 5. Essays, curiosities.
,, 6. Adhesives used, unused (loose or on

letters, wrappers, etc.) belonging to 
one of the above States.

Class la.
For collections of adhesives and entires of 

Italy.
Same divisions as above.

This Class is reserved for foreign collectors, 
but these can also exhibit in Class I.

Class VI.
For collections of fiscal stamps.

Div. 1. Special collections of Italy and former 
States.

,, 2. Special collections of Municipal Italian 
Stamps.

,, 3. General collections.
,, 4. Special collection of fiscal stamps of

one or more foreign states.

Class VII.
For Philatelic literature.
These must not have been exhibited in Milan 

at the first exhibition in 1894.
Div. 1. Monographs.

,, 2. Periodicals.
„  3. Special catalogues for Italian stamps. 
„  4. Special catalogues for foreign stamps. 
,, 5. General catalogues.
,, 6. Printed albums for special collections. 
,, 7. Printed albums for general collections.

Class VIII.
For collections of publications and of phila

telic documents.

Class II.
For special collections of adhesives and entires 

etc., for one or more countries outside Italy,
Div. 1. Adhesives unused.

,, 2. „  used.
,, 3. ,, on letters, envelopes, or

wrappers.
,, 4. Envelopes, post cards, letter cards, etc. 
,, 5. Telegraph stamps, cards, etc.
,, 6. Essays, curosities.
,, 7. Collections of adhesives, entires, used

or unused, on letters, telegraphs, etc., 
of any country in this Class.

Class III.
For general collections of Postage and Tele

graph stamps.
Div. 1. Collections in albums or on loose sheets 

of. 1,000-2,000.
Special award to beginners.

Div. 2. Collections in albums or on loose sheets 
of 2,000-5,000.

Div. 3. Collections in albums or on loose sheets 
of 5,000-8,000.

Div. 4. Collections in albums or on loose sheets 
of over 8,000.

Class IV.
For collections of rare stamps.

Div. 1. Rarities of Italy (at least 20).
„  2. Rarities of other countries (at least 50).

Class V.
For collections of stamps and obliterations. 

Div. 1. Italian obliterations.
,, 2. Foreign obliterations.

. Class IX.
For Philatelic accessories.

Div. 1. Permanent albums with moveable 
leaves.

,, 2. Sheets, books, gummed paper, hinges,
pincers, etc.

Class X.
For Philatelic societies.

Rules and By-laws, etc.
Although this prospectus came to hand too 

late to be of any use to our readers we never
theless have decided to give its most salient 

I points and the different classes. VVe only do 
i  this to show the wide difference in the arrange- 
I ments between a committee anxious for 

foreigners to exhibit as in our 1897 Exhibition 
and a committee anxious to throw as many’obsta- 
cles as possible in the way of would-be exhibitors. 
The rates charged are surely high enough to 
enable the Committee to cover the necessary 
insurance, and the total absence of a detailed 
list of the awards for every class is very signifi
cant.

Correspondence.

“ London.”—Wei have always made it a rule, 
that all letters, articles, etc., must be signed in 
full with the proper name of the writer, not 
necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee 
of good faith. As soon as we have received this 
the writer of the article in question will hear 
from us. Ed. P.J.G .B .
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B&mtteer B&vettfatng 'Rates.
Price Per Insertion t—

I page .............
Japage .............

Unce.
5. a .

600
3 tim e s, 

s . d.
54 0

6 times, 
s. J

45 0
13 times 

s. d.
39 0

33 0 28 6 24 9 21 0
1 -3 page or 1 col. 22 6 19 6 16 6 15 0
%?age ........................
1-6 page or j£col.

18 6 15 0 13 6 12 0
12 a 10 6 9 0 7 6

Jipage ... ... 9 9 8 6 7 3 6 6
1-12 page or % col. 6 9 6 0 5 0 4 6
1-16 page ... ... 6 0 5 6 4 6 4 0
1-24 page or col. 3 9 3 4 3 0 2 6

No smaller displayed advertisements will be taken 
than 1-8th of a column.

Advertisements smaller than this must be inserted 
in the EXCHANGE COLUMN, which in future 
will be reduced to the rate of SIX WORDS A 
PENNY, irrespective of length. They will be in
serted in small type and no display whatever allowed. 

CASH IN ADVANCE.

Z$t $0tfafefte JJoutnaf of dSreaf 
(Srifotn,

(&nb $.3.<£».$. (^tjejcfteet.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Per Annum ... ... .. 2/6 post free.
Single number ... ... ... 3d. ,,

All subscriptions commence with January.
L’ABONNEMENT

Par an ... ... ... Fes 3.15 franco.
„ nuiWro ... ... ... „ 0.30 ,,

Tout abonnement est date du Janvier.
BEZUGSPREIS

Perjahr ... ... ... M. 2 50 post frei.
Jede Nummer ... ... ,, 0.25 ,,

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.
Notice : Publishers of Philatelic Magazines ex

changing with this Journal are requested in future to 
send one copy to the Editor, G. B. Duerst, Rolandseck, 
Athol Road, Alexandra Park, Manchester, and a 
second copy to the Publisher, William Brown, Salis
bury, England.

Reading some of our contem- 
Not poraries is sometimes as good as 

Quite reading Punch or some other 
Isolated. comic paper, the only thing want

ing are the illustrations, which in 
a good manv cases would undoubtedly make the 
jokes they want to perpetrate easier to under
stand.

For instance one Philatelic Journal, that shall 
be nameless, talks of the isolated position this 
journal is taking with regard to the S.S.S.S. 
We do not know the author of the article, but we 
can assure him that he is utterly mistaken, if he 
thinks we are standing isolated in our belief that 
the S.S.S.S., instead of furthering is the greatest 
stumbling block to Philately. There are thou
sands of collectors who do not take the slightest 
notice of the doings or the circulars of the
S.S.S.S. and yet the earth and Philately with it 
pursues the even tenour of its ways. Our 
opinion is held in fact by the majority of collec
tors, not only in England but all over the world, 
and the best proof we can give of our assertion 
is the large sale of all the issues that have been 
condemned by the S.S.S.S.

V* e are denghted to find the Philatelic press 
sometimes bursting out in this manner and re
lieving the dull monotony of scientific reading, 
yet we fear it is rather early to begin, the dog 
days are a long way off yet when such jokes are 
allowed to pass unnoticed.

The time has again come
Reduction in round for the Budget to be 

submitted by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and the 

Wanted. question arises, whether we 
shall be favoured with a fur

ther reduction of postage in a similar manner, 
as we were last year. Of course, we do not for 
one moment expect to get a further reduction 
in the postage of letters, but we think the time 
has come that the anomaly existing at present 
between letter and newspaper rates should be 
abolished. Newspapers are everywhere con
sidered as second rate mail matter and in all 
cases treated accordingly. In most countries 
the rates for newspapers, journals, etc., are only 
half those charged for letters, in some countries 
even less. One halfpenny for ev ery four ounces 
would be quite sufficient, and, we believe, even 
at that rate the Revenue would not suffer.

A further anomaly existing at present is the 
postal definition of a journal, that can be regis
tered to enable the jiublishers to forward each 
number for one half-penny. This definition 
reads as follows: —

a. The publication must consist wholly or in 
great part of political or other news, or of articles 
relating thereto, or to other current topics, with 
or without advertisements.

b. It must be printed and published in the 
United Kingdom; and in numbers at intervals 
of not more than seven days.

c. The full title and date of the publication 
must be printed at the top of the first page, and 
the whole or part of the title, and the date, at 
the top of every subsequent page. This regula
tion applies also to “ Tables of Contents” and 
" Indexes.”

d. A supplement must consist wholly or in 
great part of matter, like that of a newspaper,

Postal Rates
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or of advertisements, printed on a sheet or sheets 
or a/piece or pieces of paper put together at some 
one part of the newspaper whether gummed or 
stitched up with the newspaper or n o t; or it 
must consist wholly or in part of engravings, 
prints, or lithographs illustrative of articles in 
the paper. It must in every case be published 
witn the paper, and have its title and date printed 
at the top of every page, except that any page, 
sheet or side on which engravings, prints, or 
liuiographs, illustrative of articles in the paper 
appear, need not be dated.

The reason why weekly journals weighing 
sometimes 16 ounces should have the privilege 
of oeing forwarded and delivered for one half
penny and monthly journals weighing over 2 
and under 4 ounces should be fined in a 
charge of one penny we fail to grasp and can 
only hope that the Postmaster General will see 
his way to alter a rule, which has undoubtedly 
been the cause of much grumbling with the 
public.

<Dnce a 'JJear $ogfaf J^rStce.

Far down in the South Atlantic Ocean lies the 
lonely group of islands Tristan da Cunha, so 
named after its Portuguese discoverer (1506). 
These islands are situated below 37 3 Southern 
Longitude and southwest from the island of St. 
Helena. During the captivity of Napoleon on 
St. Helena the British government took posses
sion of the islands that all plans to liberate him 
should be frustated. This occupation lasted 
until the year 1821 when Napoleon died. When 
the time had come to leave the island Corporal 
Glass and two seamen asked permission to re
main on the lonely islands which by the way 
were blessed with a lovely climate. This request 
was granted. Gradually a small colony was 
formed which consisted in the year 1875 of 85 
persons. They are under the protection of a 
Governor of the Cape. This little community 
has but one postal service with Cape Town dur
ing the whole year. All letters for Tristan da 
Cunha are collected at the General Post Office 
during the year and remain there until an oppor
tunity offers to forward them to their place of 
destination. According to the statements of 
Postmaster General of Cape Colony and of Cape 
Governor for the year 1896, the mail for Tristan 
da Cunha was forwarded from Cape Town on the 
24th of October. The steamer “ Pretoria ” which 
sailed for St. Helena on this day took this bag 
of mail matter along, in order to deliver it to 
the British man-of-war “ Magpie” which sailed 
from St. Helena in the beginning of November 
to the islands of Tristan da Cunha. This bag 
contained the following: 10 letters, 3 news
papers, 2 packages of books and a package of 
newspaners which was left at the Post Office of 
Cape Town. This package was apparently sent 
by some humane person to the lonely islands, 
in order that the colonists whic hwere entirely 
cut off from civilization should have something

to read and be informed about what is going on 
in this world during the whole year.

From the Herald Exchange.

(Jfcnoffler TBeefraftan feocaf.

We have seen a large stamp issued by the 
proprietors of the Lake Lefroy Cycle Mail. 
The words “ Lake Lefroy Goldfield” on a 
lined ground occupy the upper portion of the 
design. Below this is a swan in an oval frame, 
inscribed “Cycle Mail” above, and “Western 
Australia” below. At the base of the design 
is the word “Postage,” with “6d.” in each of 
the lower angles. A scalloped frame sur
rounds the whole design, which is very roughly 
executed, and apparently litfibgraphed. The 
stamp is printed in red on green wove paper, 
perf. 12.

This is doubtless issued by another of the 
“ pioneer posts,” which serve outlying mining 
settlements not reached by the Government 
mails. Its fate will probably be similar to 
that of the Coolgardie Cycle and Camel Ex- 
piess, which had to cease operations as soon 
as regular mail communication was estab
lished.

From the Australian Philatelist.

Opening of a (Jtew JHamp
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. 

LARGE STOCKS TO BE CLEARED AT 
LOW PRICES.

• THIS IS GENUINE.

Westminster Chambers,
13, Victoria Street, London, S.W.

2nd April, 1898.
NEW ZEALAND POSTAGE AND REVENUE 

STAMPS.
NEW ISSUE.

i ne above-mentioned stamps, consisting of 
]/?&., id., 2 d.,2 j4 d., 3d., 4d., sd., 6d., 8d.,9d., is. 
2s., and 5s. values, will be on sale at face value 
at this office on and after the 5th instant. The 
id. stamps are in sheets of 80, and the 5s. in 
sheets of 60; all the others are in sheets of 120. 
Dealers taking stamps of a face value of not less 
than £5 will be allowed 2 per cent. off. Cash 
payments required before any stamps can be 
delivered or forwarded. Stamps can only be 
forwarded by post at the request of the purchaser 
and solelv at his risk. Specimens can be seen 
at this office. The stamps will be sold in sets 
containing one of each value. Orders for a less 
quantity cannot be executed. Sets will not be 
broken except when orders are for ^5 and over. 
Applications will be attended to in order of 
receipt, but as the present sunoly is limited, no 
assurance can be given that the stamps required 
will be delivered or forwarded immediately on
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receipt of application. The right is reserved, 
in case the supply is insufficient, to cancel any 
order, and the amount remitted in such cases 
will be returned. It is suggested that any 
cheques or post office orders sent by way of re
mittance be made payable to the order of the 
Agent General for New Zealand. All orders 
should be addressed to the Agent General for 
New Zealand, New Zealand Government Office, 
13, Victoria Street, London, S.W.

(goumanm.
By The EDITOR.

(Continued from Page 52).
From the Festschrift des Berliner Pkilatelisten

Club zu  dessen zehttjdhrigem Bestehen.
Issue of 1869. Coloured impression on white 

paper, set up in blocks of 4 stamps in one row,
1. 2. 3. 4

5 BANI, Yellow, Orange.
1. On the bend of the R of ROMANA on the 

right hand side there is a small dot.
2. The upper line of the tablet containing 

the word BANI is broken between B and A, but 
nearer the A.

3. The right hand tablet containing the word 
ROMANA is connected with the Greek border 
over the M, in other words the outer line of the 
tablet is broken over the M.

4. Same as Var. 2, but the break is nearer 
the B.

10 BANI, Blue (shades) on White Paper.
1. There is a small dot on the left at the 

foot of the T of POSTA and the bottom curve 
of the S is broken.

2. W ith,a small dot under the N of BANI 
between the two lines of the frame. There is 
also a small white oblique hair line from the 
lower left hand corner in the upper tablet and a 
small dot inside the outer line of the frame oppo
site the upstroke of the 1 of 10.

3. There is a small blue dot in the second 
key in the top right hand corner.

4. The line of the frame is broken over the 
o of 10 in the right hand bottom corner.

10 BANI, Indigo on Yellowish Paper.
1. In addition to the two points mentioned 

above under Var. 1, there is a blue dot between 
the T and A of POSTA.

2. Same as above.
3. Same as above.
4. Same as above.

15 BANT, Carmine, Red, Vermilion.
1. There is a red dot in the first C of CINCIS 

in the upper label, often also a dot on the right 
hand side of P of PREDECE.

2. The foot of the P of PREDECE curves 
towards the rig h t; the curved line under PR of 
PREDECE projects over the horizontal line, 
instead of meeting same and in some printings 
there is a red dot under the I of BANI between 
the lines of the frame.

3. There is a dot in the second C of CINCIS 
thus making the C to appear more closed; oppo
site the P of POSTA in the left hand tablet 
there is a white space and there is in the ver
milion shade a small dot between the 1 and the 
5 in the right hand corner.

4. The centre stroke of the A of POSTA is 
broken and opposite the M of ROMANA there 
is a white space. In the vermilion shade 3 red 
dots over the A of BANI and a large red dot 
before the R of ROMANA can be found in addi
tion.

25 BANI, Yellow, Centre Blue, Indigo.
Orange, „ „  „

r. The yellow line of the frame opposite the 
foot of the 2 in the left hand corner is broken.

2. No particular mark can be found, but the 
dot over the I of BANI is very often a line and 
the centre line of the A of BANI is not horizontal.

3. The yellow line of the frame just before 
the N of BANI is broken.

4. The first C of CINCI in the upper tablet 
is broken.
50 BANI, Light Blue, Dark Blue, Centre Red.

1. The oblique blue line in the upper right 
hand corner of the upper label runs to the out
side line of the frame on the right.

2. There is a small dash at the top of the 
o of 50.

3. There is a dot just before the N of 
ROMANA, also one in the Greek border near 
the A and N of ROMANA.

4. The white line of the frame opposite the 
second A of ROMANA is broken.

The variety with reversed N in CINCIS in the 
15 bani variety the writers say can only be con
sidered as a badly printed N not as an error, 
but I should like to ask them, whether not a 
great many errors owe their origin to bad print
ing and why in this case any exception should 
be made? They also say the same thing exists 
in the 25 bani value.

A long paragraph is devoted to the variety 50 
bani with inverted head, which, I believe, was 
first found by the writer. The explanation of 
the halo as they call the double impression, is 
very ingenious. A stone that had been used 
for another purpose, but had not been cleaned 
properly was taken for this value. Portions of 
the former drawing were still on the stone and 
appeared on the stamps, of course very light. 
These traces disappear, especially if the colour 
be worked on carefullv. Supposing this expla
nation to be correct, the fact remains neverthe
less, that such heads with halo or double impres
sion should be collected as a very interesting 
variety. It looks much more a double impres
sion than anything else.

Issue 1871, with beard. Imperforate.
,, 1872 „  „  Perforated.

Set up in blocks of 10 in 5 pairs.
1. 2.
3* 4.
5. 6.
7. 8.
9. 10.
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5 BANI, Red, Vermilion. Carmine.
1. There is a small coloured dash in the left 

hand upper ornament connecting the rosette 
with the circle, sometimes only 3 dots are visible 
and the lower half of the first stroke of M in 
ROMANA is missing.

2. The T of POSTA is broken on the left- 
hand side

3. The lower part of the right hand rosette 
is formed by three dots instead of a line and the 
vertical line of the B of BANI crosses the hori
zontal line.

4. There is a large red dot imm. before the 
P of POSTA. In later printings (especially in 
the tS-̂  issue) there is a small line starting from 
the A in BANI.

5. The Greek pattern and the tablet contain
ing the word ROMANA united by a white line 
between the A and N.

6. The outside vertical line of the frame leans 
to the left at the top, thus giving the stamp the 
appearance of being narrower at the top.

7. The left half of the centre line of the A 
of POSTA is missing, the second I of CINCI is 
not of the same thickness and the right hand side 
rosette is broken.

8. There is a red dot in the left hand rosette.
q. There is a small dot on the lower part of

the rosette in the left hand corner.
10. There is a small red circle in the right 

hand rosette, which in blurred specimens shows 
as a dot.

10 BANI, Yellow.
1. The S of POSTA broken in the lower 

curve, but the O closed.
2. The S of POSTA broken as No. 1, and 

the 0  also broken at the bottom.
3. The T of POSTA badly drawn and the 

square containing the figure of value in the right 
hand corner has no ornamentation in the centre 
on the left.

4. The top line is thicker about 2mm. from 
the right.

5. There are 2 small coloured dots between 
the lines under the to in the right hand corner.

6. There is generally a white dot in front of 
the nose.

7. The unper curve of the S of POSTA and 
the inner line under the B of BANI broken.

8. There is a small coloured dot ip front of 
the to in the right hand corner.

q. There is a small yellow dot under the N 
of BANI between the 2 inner lines of the frame 
(often not to be seen).

10. With short downstroke of the N in BANT, 
to BANI, Blue.

1. Same as No. 1. ■ '
2- „  2.
3- i) s i 3*
4 * is i> 4 *
5 - 5) 5 * ,
6. ,, ,, 6, and in addition there

is a horizontal line in the lower Greek border 
on the left. There is also in this colour a smear 
on the forehead, which resembles a lock of hair.

7. The S. of POSTA is smeared, otherwise 
same as No. 7.

8. Same as No. 8.
9 * ,, ,, 9, and hair similar to No. 6.

10. „  ,, 10.
15 BANI, Red, Carmine.

I have been informed by the 'writers of the 
article that they have found since the publica
tion th..t their remarks concerning this value are 
not quite correct. They have received in the 
meantime larger blocks of this value and will 
publish their observations later on.

25 BANI, Dark Brown, Olive Brown.
1. There are 1, 2 or 3 dots on the right hand 

side of the figure of value in the left hand corner.
2. The lines of the shading before POSTA 

are quite smeared.
3. There is a small coloured line on the right 

hand side of the 5 in.the left bottom corner.
4. The O of POSTA is damaged on the left 

hand side and an oblique line runs from the 
left and touches the frame over the I of DOUE- 
DECI.

5. Same as No. 3, but thicker and longer.
6. The inner line of the tablet containing 

the word POSTA is badly drawn a little lower 
than the nose of the head and there is a dot 
under the A of BANI between the lines.

7. The first downstroke of the M of ROMANA 
is broken.

8. The ornamental line over the SI is broken.
9. There is a dot in the first C of CINCI and

the N and the A of ROMANA are joined by a 
dot. "

10. The end of the second C of CINCI is 
thicker and longer.

Issue, September, 1872.
to BANI, Ultramarine (shades) Dark Greenish 

Blue.
50 BANI, Blue, Centre Red.

&onge$tfp of Jlfampg,
A stamp cannot last for ever and under the 

most favourable conditions used for its preserva
tion it must in time come to an end.

The paper used in their manufacture is not of 
the best and even were it so this would make but 
a slight difference.

The paper used in ancient books is of a far 
better grade, made by hand and of better mate
rial, and more care used in its manufacture and 
yet this paper is gradually disappearing from 
existence. But few books or manuscripts on 
paper of the 15th century are now in existence. 
To be sure we see a lot so-called but they are 
either on parchment, linen, or some other mate
rial. *

The materials used in the manufacture of 
paper on which stamps are printed are cotton, 
rags, straw, wood, and certain grasses. Of course 
there are a few exceptions to these, but very few.

From several specimens of the ic. black of 
Great Britain before me I note several that are 
in fine condition and look as though they were
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but a  few years old instead of 58, but come to 
examine them with a glass the paper shows a 
tendency of decay and is slightly discoloured.

Fifty-eight years is not a great length of time 
and. still even at this age time begins to show its 
work, and at 500 years from now, few of these 
will be intact. The ink in some instances Fas a 
great deal to do with the preservation of a stamp 
and also in its destruction as the chemicals em
ployed in different colours vary as to strength 
and destructive properties, many acids being 
used in different colours and these either help 
to preserve or destroy .the paper as the case may
be ; for an illustration of this take a look at the 
original Declaration of Independence and in 
some of the signatures the ink has eaten entirely 
through the paper and this is only a little over 
one century old. What will it be when it is 
10 centuries old or will it be in existence at that 
time?

In spite of the predictions given out from time 
to time of the earth’s coming to an end it has 
never happened and probably never will happen 
'until centuries hence, if it does then ;and during 
this time the stamps in existence at the present 
time and all past issues will not be in existence 
in the year 2898 or 1,000 years from now, or even 
in a less length of time.

From the Herald.
Has not the writer omitted the gum as one of 

the great destroyers of stamps? Ed. F .J.Q .ll.

y d .  on z y .  vermilion, 
id. on 2j^d. vermilion.
7%d. ond 2 y d .  vermilion. .

Variety with error “ Surcharce ” : 
lA d  on 2%d. vermilion. ■
July, 1896. The 2d. stamp of 1892 with over

print of May, 1895, bearing the additional 
vertical overprint in black, “ V.AUU OF. 
Beni,” and with further horizontal type
written inscription “ Half-penny” in two 
lines in purple. No wmk. Perf. 12. 
on i y d .  on 2d. blue.

J4d. on yj4 d. on 2d. blue.
Varieties: (a) With “Valua oe b en i” read

ing downwards; (b) with periods instead 
of hyphen after “ Half,” and “ Penny.” ; 
(e) with surcharge “ Halfpenny” inverted. 

y d .  on 7J^d. on 2d, blue (a).
]Ad. on j]/2d. on 2d. blue (&).
}4d. on 7 y d .  on 2d. blue (c). 
lit June, 1897. Engraved on steel and printed 

by De la Rue and Co., London, on white 
wove paper, watermarked with a pattern 
of turtles swimming in different direc
tions. Perf. i j y .  

y d .  blue—Arms of Tonga, 
id red and black—Tree.
2d. bistre and black—Portrait of King George

2'/>d. blue and black—Portrait of King George

3d. emerald and black—Prehistoric Monu-

* Oceania Cafafogue,
T O N G A .

(Continued from page 62).
May, 1895. The 2d. stamp of 1892, printed 

in pale blue on unwatermarked paper. 
“Surcharge One Penny, i y d . ,  2d. or 
7y d . "  in carmine. Perf. 12, 11 x 12. 

id. on 2d. blue.
1 y d .  on 2d .blue.
2 y d .  on 2d. blue.
7J^d. on 2d. blue.

Variety, with error “ Surcharce.”
2 y d .  and 2d. pale blue.
June, 1895. Full-face portrait of King 

George II. ini circle. Lithographed at 
the S t a r  office, Auckland, N.Z., on white 
wcfve unwatermarked paper. Perf. 12, 
12 x 11.

id. grey-green.
2j^d. pale rose.
Sd. pale blue.
7y d .  yellow.

N o t e .—The id. stamp may be found cut 
in halves diagonally and used as y d .  value, 
in conjunction with a 6d. yellow, or a sd. and 
id*, to make up the ordinary 2 y d .  rate and 
registration fee of 4d.—b y .
August 1895. The 2%d.  stamp of the pre

vious issue redrawn, printed in vermilion 
and overprinted in black “ Surcharge 
Halfpennny, one Pennv, or 7 y d . "  No 
wmk. Perf. 12. '

ment.
4d. lilac and green—Breadfruit,
5d. orange and black—Portrait of King 

George II.
6d. vermilion—Coral.
7 y d .  green and black—Portrait of Kinir 

George II.
lod. carmine and black—Portrait of Kine 

George II. K
is, brown and black—Portrait of King George

2s. blue and black—View of Haabai and 
yacht.

2s. 6d. purple—Parrot and foliage.
55. orange red and black—View of Vavau.

Official Stamps.
13th February, 1893. Types of Nov., 1892, 

tpd in bright blue, and overprinted 
G.F.B.” (Gavefaka buleaqa) in carmine.

Watermark N.Z. and star. Perf. 1114.
12 x n y .  /2’

id. ultramarine.

Same types with additional overprint of new 
value in black. 

y d .  on id. ultramarine.
5d. on 4d. „
7 y d .  on 8d. „
2 y d .  on 2d. „
lod. on is. ,,

From the Australian Philatelist.
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BY

G e o . B. D u e r s t .

(Continued from  page 5 9 .)

Large figure of value (ll)  and SCHILLING C.R.T. in coloured letters on 
white ground in the shape of a horseshoe in a double square, with the inscription 
H.R.Z.G.L. (Herzogliche) on the left, POST at the top, F.R.M.R.K. (Freimarke) 
on the right, and S.L.M. (Schilling Launenburger Miinze) at the bottom, all 
in white capital letters on coloured ground. The background is formed by oblique 
pale rose lines crossing each other at right angles and leaving a space in the cen
tre forming a large letter P. In the four corners there are four coloured posthorns 
on white ground. Coloured impression on white wove paper. Rouletted.

1 } sch. crt., blue, dark blue, and pale rose.

Period E.
Schleswig and Holstein. *

Governed by Prussia and Austria combined.
Seat of Government at Flensburg.

2 4 J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6  5—3 1 O c t o b e r ,  1 8 6 5 .
Owing to various causes, principally those of finance, the postal administra

tions of two duchies were united and the head office was removed to Flensburg, 
this place being considered as most centrally situated.

Issue of 1st March, 1865.
The design was the same as for the stamp of Schleswig in 1864, the inscrip

tion at the top, however, reading “ Schleswig-Holstein.”
Printed in the Government printing works at Berlin in colours on white wove 

paper, rouletted in lines. The sheets contained 100 stamps in 10 rows.
J sch., rose, carmine.
From the 15th of this month bisected stamps could not be used any more, 

as this value prepaid town letters.
Issue of 1st June, 1865.

Same as last.
II sch., green. *
This value, not being exactly equivalent to one silbergroschen, a decree was 

published on the 5th of August, 1865, authorizing the issue of a stamp value 1  ̂
schilling, which sum was the exact value of one silbergroschen. This stamp had 
to be affixed in future to all letters addressed to places in the German postal 
unipn from the Duchies of Schleswig, Holstein and Lauenburg.
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In consequence o f a convention concluded with Denmark on the 30th of 
June, 1865, letters from Schleswig, Holstein and Lauenburg to Denmark were to 
cost 2  schillinge, and as no stamps to make this value existed, such stamps had to 
be printed.

Issue of 20 August, 1865.
Same type as before, the inscription in the inner oval is, however, smaller and 

reads in 3 lines 1 i SC H ILLIN G —(= 1 sgr.) and a six pointed star takes the place of 
the word SCHILLING , Printed in Berlin in sheets of 100 stamps in 10 rows. 
Rouletted.

1 J sch. --Isgr. lilac.
The 2 schilling value is identical with the J sch. of this issue, • 

the only difference being the new figure of value. No doubt owing 
to economical reasons a new plate was not prepared, as the word 
SCHILLING still appears on these stamps, whereas grammatically it should have 
been SCH ILLING E. Most likely the I was substituted by the 2.

2 sch. blue, ultramarine.
In consequence of another agreement between Prussia and 

Schleswig, Holstein and Lauenburg a further stamp of the value of 4 schillinge 
equal to 3 silbergroschen was authorized on the 16th of August, 1865.

Issue of 15 September, 1865.
Same type as last, but the centre inscription in the oval reads now in 3 lines 

4— SCHILLING— ( — 3sgr.) and the word SCHILLING is replaced by a sixpointed 
star. Rouletted.

4sch. = 3sgr. bistre.

This stamp had scarcely been issued, when disagreements between Prussia 
and Austria arose. These were patched up and resulted in the treaty of Gastein, 
by which Prussia received Schleswig and Austria, Holstein and Lauenburg. Kiel 
was decided to belong to both parties to the treaty and to be considered as a naval 
port.

New stamps for the three duchies were therefore required, those for Schles
wig and Holstein were issued, those for Lauenburg, however, not, as Austria sold
this duchy to Prussia for i ‘282,250.

*
Period F.
Schleswig. .

- Governed by Prussia. .
Capital Schleswig.

1 November, 1865 — 1  November, 1866.
' Decree.

In consequence of the separation of the postal administrations of Schleswig 
and Holstein the stamps of J, 1£, 1J, 2 and 4 schillinge used until now in
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Schleswig-Holstein will be discontinued in the Duchy of Schleswig on the 31st of 
this month, and new stamps with the inscription Hcrzogthum Schleswig will be 
issued on the 1st of November, which new stamps can only be used for the frank
ing of postal matter.

£ schilling in green colour 
U  „ >, blac „
I3 ,, = lsgr. in rose „
2 schillinge in blue ,,
4 ,, = 3sgr. in brown „

Schleswig, September 21, 1865.

The old stamps could be exchanged for new ones at all post offices until the 
1st of December.

Issue of 1st November, 1865.

Very similar to the last issue, but the top inscription reads now : “ Herzogth- 
Schleswig.” Printed in Berlin in colour on white wove paper in sheets of 100 
stamps in 10  rows. Rouletted.

1 I

 ̂ schilling light-green, green.
1 1  ,, lilac, violet, mauve
1  ̂ ,, = lsgr. carmine
2  schillinge ultramarine
4 ,, =3sgr. light brown.

Period G. - 
Holstein.

Governed by Austria. 
Capital, Kiel.

1st Nov. 1865—1 November, 1866. 
Decree.

In consequence of the separation of the united administration of the Post for 
the duchies of Schleswig, Holstein and Lauenburg, it is necessary to institute a 
special postal service for the duchy of Holstein. The present issue of postage stamps 
of $, 1^, 14 , 2 and 4 schillinge will therefore be discontinued on the 31st of October 
and replaced on the 1st of November by a new issue hereafter inscribed 
“ Herzogthum Holstein."

J schilling in green colour-.
,, lilac

l i  „ = Isgr. ,, rose
2  „ ,, blue
4 schillinge = 3sgr. ,, brown
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The current stamps cannot be used after the 31st of October, and letters 
franked with them are to be treated as not prepaid. ,

All the old stamps have to be sent to the head office at the beginning of 
November. Supplies of the new stamps will be sent in good time.

Kiel, October 5th, 1865.

Issue of 1st November, 1865.

This issue appeared in two types, the J, 1^, and 2 schilling, had large em
bossed figures in the centre oval, and the frame of the oval consists of pearls in
stead of a line, the l j  and 4 schilling were not embossed, otherwise very similar 
to former issues. The inscription at the top reads “ Herzogth-Holstein.” 
Printed in Berlin in colours on white wove paper in sheets of 100 stamps in 10 
rows. Rouletted.

\ schilling
M

1  ̂ „
2 „
4 schillinge

green
lilac, pale lilac 

= lsgr. bright carmine 
blue, light-blue 

= 3sgr. light-brown..

A second printing of the 1J schilling took place in March, 1866, but the figure 
in the centre is not embossed and the inner frame consists of a line instead of 
pearls. Rouletted.

Issue of March, 1866.
1 J schilling, violet, deep violet

A second printing was also required of the 2 schilling value and in this cJise 
also the figure of value in the centre was not embossed, and the inner frame was 
formed by a line instead of pearls. Rouletted.

Issue of August, 1866.
2  schilling, blue.

Holstein was ceded to Prussia by the treaty of Prague in consequence of the 
war between Austria and Prussia, and the stamps of the North German Confeder
ation had to be used in both duchies from the 1st of January, 1868.

Until then the stamps of both duchies could be used indiscriminately, those 
of Schleswig in Holstein and vice versa, even the old stamps of the united adminis
tration were accepted in payment of postage. New supplies of these stamps were 
not printed, but all the remainders were to be used up. Thus itcoinesto pass, that 
the stamps of Schleswig, Holstein, and of Schleswig-Holstein can be found 
obliterated to the end of 1867, although both duchies then belonged to Prussia.

To Mr. Moens I am indebted for the various decrees have cited.
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(JJenj JLe&vee fo Cut*

STANDARD PRICED CATALOGUE 
OF TH E

STAMPS AND POSTMARKS 
OF TH E

UNITED KINGDOM, NO. 6, 1898.
Bv H. L. Estrange E wen.

202pp., Price 2/6.
The sixth edition of Mr. Ewcn’s catalogue 

was an agreeable surprise to us, and we must 
heartily congratulate him on the excellent 
volume which he has just published.

Times do change, and when we think of the 
first two editions of this work and compare 
them with the present volume, we cannot but 
congratulate ourselves to the progress philately 
has made. Even comparing the present 
volume with the fifth edition, we find some 
changes, which in our opinion enhance the 
value of the whole work. Thus the Mulready 
envelopes and letter sheets have got their own 
they always have for every collector, they well 
deserve.

Explanatory notes have been added every
where, and we have no doubt that the book will 
be of the greatest value to every collector of 
British stamps. We can highly recommend it 
to all collectors and it will always rank as a 
standard work on the stamps of our country.

G R E E C E :
TH E STAMPS OF FIRST TYPE OF HEAD,

By W. Dorning Beckton & G. B. Duerst.
PRINTED FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION 

ONLY.
The small head issues of Greece have always 

had a great fascination for collectors, but only 
very few have ever mastered their intricacies. 
In fact we have never seen a better and cleverer 
expose than in the present volume. There is 
not the slightest doubt but that the authors have 
fully grasped the difficulty of explaining the 
various printings, as they have paid special at
tention to describing minutely each subsequent 
printing, in many cases even adding explanatory- 
notes, where different printings might clash and 
bewilder the reader. The colours are also fully- 
described, in some instances we might say pain
fully so, but whether all the various shades given 
can be classified by the reader we are not quite 
prepared to admit. The work is fully illustrated 
and well printed on one side of the paper only 
to allow notes to be made, and proves clearly 
what can be done by ardent lovers of philately.

There is only one fault we have to find with 
this monograph, and that is the modesty of the 
authors in not allowing their admirable work to 
be placed before the public. We are certain 
every philatelist, whether he be a collector of 
Greece or not, would be proud to be the posses
sor of such a standard work.

* Unused. f On original.
The following have held sales since last report:—
Messrs. Buhl & Co., 45th sale, March 7th, 8th, 

9th, and loth.
Messrs. Ventom, Bull, & Coopek, 107th sale, 

March 10th and nth.
£  s. d.

8 Gt. Britain, medium garter, 4d. ‘mint it 17 6
13 ,, 8d. brown* ............. 4 4 0
SS Saxony, 3pf. redt ....................... 5 7 6
66 Wurtemburg, 1859, thick paper, 9k.* 8 10 0

203 Spain, 12c., frame inverted .............
Basle, 2)^r.* .................................

7 10 0
205 4 10 0
211-2 Buenos Ayres, 4p. red, £15 and 14 0 0
232 Ceylon, imperf., 8d. brown ............. 19 0 0
2 3 4 >» ,, 2/- ... ... ... 7 10 0
252 India, }4 a. red* ....................... 6 0 0
270 Canada, thick paper, lod. blue* ... 6 15 0
274 Newfoundland, 4d. orange*............. 6 7 6
2 7 5 „ 6d. „ * ............ 8 10 0
276 ,, 6d. ,, (used) ... 4 0 0
278 » i/- » . . ............. 18 0 0
279 ,, 4d. vermilion* ... 17 0 0
280 n bd- ,* ••• 4 10 0
281 6#d. „* ... 11 0 0
296 Nova Scotia, 6d. light green*............. 5 17 6
322 Bahamas, no wmk., 4d.* ............. 4 IS 0
3 5 5 St. Vincent, no wmk., perf. 16, clean

cut, 6d. yellow-green* .............
St. Vincent, star, compound perf., 1 /• 
rose-red* .................................

10 10 0
3 5 9

6 6 0
Mr, R. Gkay, 9th sale, March 12th (Glasgow). 
Messrs. Chevei.ey & Co., 126th sale, March 14th. 
Mr. J. Ma-ckay, 5th sale, March 17th (Edinburgh). 
Mr. Hadi.ow, noth and 121st sale, March 17th and 

18th.
10
11
o

12 
o

17

35 Oldenburg, 2nd issue, jg* ...
42 ,, ditto, used ...

131 Port Indies, xst issue, lor.t ...
209 Newfoundland, 6 ‘4 d. vermilion 
281 S. Australia, 1st issue, 6d. dark blue 
284 ,, S.P., on iod.* ...

Messrs. Puttick & S impson, March 17th and 18th. 
„ Plumridue & Co., isl sale, March 21st.
,, Buhl & Co., 46th sale, March 22nd and

23rd.
Messrs. Ventom, Bull, & Cooper, 108th sale, 

March 24th and 25th.
85 Servia, 1866, Vienna print, iop.*

124 Wurtemburg, 70k.* .............
297 Newfoundland, 1/- vermilion ...
397 Mauritius, 1848, 2d., early ...

Mr. H adlow, 122nd and 123rd sale, March 31st and 
April 1st, •
81 Naples, %t., blue* ...

102 Spain, 1853, 2r. ...
n o  ,, Madrid, ic., strip of 3 
114-8 Geneva, 5 + 5c.
n  7 Zurich, 40 .............
148 B.S. Africa, £10 ...

each

IS
7

ISo

7
8 
2 
o

IS
o
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166 Ceylon, imperf., 8d.................. ... 7 10 O
167 ,, ,, 4̂ * ••• *•< ... 7 10 0
281 Bahamas, CA., perf. 14 4(1.* ... 4 10 0
299 Guiana, 1852, ic. ............. ... 4 0 0
300 >■ 1, 4 C- ••• ... 4 5 0
3 7 3 Nevis, 6d. green* ............. ... 4 17 6
3 7 4 ,, ditto, used ............. ... 4 17 6
3 8 i Newfoundland, 6l£d. carmine* ... 8 8 0
384 »> !/*• 11 im ... 9 5 0
421 St. Vincent, id. on % 6d., pair ... 8 8 0
422 11 Star, 5/-*... ... ... 12 10 0
426 Tobago, CA., 6d. bistre* ... ... 6 17 6
462 U.S., 1869, 90c.* ............. ... 3 2 6
476 ,, Justice, set ... ... ... 6 10 0
Messrs. P l u m r id c . e  & Co., 2nd sale, April 4th. 

„  C h e v e l e y  & Co. 127th sale, April 6th.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

British Central Africa. We have seen copies of the 
3/- surcharged ‘ ONE’-* PENNY’ in two lines.

id. in red on 3/- black and green. .
British Honduras- A new value has been issued of 

the ordinary type, and also a new post card.
25c. red-brown and green.
P.C, ic. green on salmon. # #

British South Africa. As mentioned some time ago 
the design of the current set did not give satisfac
tion, and a new set was prepared with the arms 
modified, the chief difference being in the scroll 
bearing the motto which is now below the hind 
legs of the supporters. These new types are now 
lieing issued.

The Post Cards chronicled some time ago have 
also appeared. They are similar to the 
‘ Mashonaland ’ Cards, but have the stamps of 
the 1896 type, and are inscribed ' RHODESIA.’

£d. grey and mauve,
id. vermilion and light green.
2d. grey-brown andTilac pink.
3d. red-brown and pale blue.
4d. ultramarine and lilac-mauve.
6d. purple and pink.
8d. green and mauve on buff.
P.C. id. blue on white, sire taa x 75 mm* 
i +  id. red 11 i> *4°  * 88 tnm. 

i|d . brownish yellow ,♦
Canada. The following can be added lothe list ofine 

new issue.
L.C . ic. black on blue, sire 140 x 90 mm.

Cape of Good Hope. The Monthly Journal 
chronicles a copy of the 189® Card surcharged 
like the 1896 cards ‘ UNION POSTALE 
UNIVERSELLE ’ being added at the top. 
The surcharge on the stamp is of the ‘ Three
bar ’ type.

P.C. id. in black on lid . grey, 1I90. .
Ceylon. The Timbre Post informs us that wrapper 

instead of being red-violet is now
W , ac. violel-blue.

Gambia. The new stamps are of the Seychelles type 
and are as follows :—

id . green, 
id. carmine.
ad. orange-brown, value lilac, 
aid. ultramarine.
3d. red-1ilac. -
*d. brown.
6d. olive, value carmine.
1/- lilac, „  green.

Hong; Kong;. I he old 96c. has been over printed 
' 1 DOLLAR’ according to the D.B.Z. This 
stamp was already used for the same purpose in 
1885 probably it has now Chinese characters at 
the left as well as the ‘ 1 DOLLAR ’

1$. in black on 96c. grey
India. Bundi, There has been a fresh printing of 

the 4 annas, with the value above instead of 
below. The sheets are lithographed in 120 
varieties (8 rows of 15).

4a. emerald, new type.
Mauritius. The Jubilee stamp has appeared. It is 

large oblong with arms of the Colony in centre 
and dates ‘ 1837 — 1897.’ At top is 
‘ MAURITIUS POSTAGE,’ at left 
‘ DIAMOND,’ and at right, ‘ j UBILEE ’ with 
value in words at bottom. The watermark and 
crown CA sideways and the perforation 14.

36c* yellow-brown and blue.

New Zealand. The Fortntghlly illustrates the new 
jset, and they are certainly very handsome. 
They are engraved and printed by Messrs. 
Waterlow who, we believe, have sent the plates 
out to the Colony, so that we shall probably 
have in the future two sets, London and 
Colonial prints.|

Jd. slate-purple, Mount Cook.
id. brown and blue, Views on Lake Taupo and Volcanic 

Mountains.
ad, lake, A Sound on the S.W, Coast.
aid. pale blue, Lake Wakatipu and Mount Earnshaw.
3d. bistre, Sacred Huia Birds.
4d. rose, Views of the Pink and White Terraces.
5d. red-brown, Otira Gorge and Volcano Ruapehu.
6d. green. Apteri Bird,
8d. deep blue, Maori War Canoe.
9d purple, Pink and White Terraces.
1/- deep orange, Kakas (Wild Parrots).
*/■  blue-$reen, Entrance to Milford Sound.
5/- vermilion, Mount Cook.

Straits Settlements. Perak. The following has 
been issued of the current type.

25c. green and carmine.
Tonga. According to the l.B.J. the 4d. envelope 

now has the value in figures ‘ 4d.’ instead of in 
words.

E . 4d. red, size 225 x 100 mm.
Turks Islands, The following has been issued :—

R .E . 2d. blue..

OTHER COUNTRIES.
Brazil. The Post Cards with stamps of the new lyj>e 

of too reis have appeared.
P.C. ioor. red, green and black.
10 0 +  ioor. ,, ,, it

Chili. The T.P. informs us that there are two sets of 
the Postage Due stamps red on yellow. The 
first set, issued in 1895, consisted of 12 values 
ic. to ip., were perforated The second
issue in 1897 contained 7 values only (1 to 20c.), 
and were perforated 13 All the values are 
on one sheet. In the second issue the values are 
arranged as follows (10 stamps in each row).
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ic. Rows 1 and 2
2c. ,, 3 and 4
4C- » 5
6c. „ 6
8c „ 7

ioc. ,, 8 and 9
20c. ,, 10.

Where the 100c. stamp that has been 
chronicled is we do not know.

A new issue of these stamps is being got 
ready, ' In the centre a circle containing figure 
of value on a cross line ground with 
“ CORREOS DE CHILE ” on a band above, 
The Chile Star in the upper angles and 
‘ MULTA ’ at the bottom of the stamp.

P.D. 2, 4, ioc, carmine on white, perf. 13b

China. We have received copies of the ic.of somewhat 
similar design to that lately issued but printed in 
London instead of Japan. The other values 
will be put into use as soon as the Japan supply 
has been used up. The Stamp is engraved, 

ic, brownish-yellow.

Denmark. Ice and. Like the Denmark stamps the 
perforation is being changed, the following being 
the first to appear ;—

5a. green, perf, laf.

Ecuador The following are taken from various
papers :—

ac. red, fiscals used postally.
ic. in black on sc. blue, fiscals used postally.
js. dark blue (1895), surcharged in black, 1 1897 y 1898.'
Off. aoc. grey (1894), ,, ,, ‘ 18971898,' large.50c. t> 11 ft IfIC. (1895), M IIIOC. *1 M „ It2C. It It It It ,, small.

large.
1897 y 1898.’

Egypt. Soudan. We have seen copies of Ihe New 
. stamps, the full series being as follows : —

im. brown, frame carmine.
am, green, it brown.
3m, mauve, 1 green.
5m. carmine, it black.
tp. blue, it brown.
ap. black, it blue.
5p. brown, ti green.

lop. black, mauve.
France. Zanzibar According to the ColUctionneur 

50 of the Postage Due Stamps of 50c. were 
surcharged ' 2j£ ANNAS ’ instead of 1 5 
ANNAS.’ Some of these were used as 5a. 
stamps without being noticed, while the remain
der were surcharged ‘ 5 ’ with pen and ink, and 
the postmaster wrote his signature and date on 
the envelope.

Germany. Bavaria, The Wrapper on yellow paper 
has appeared in the long narrow shape, and the 
Letter Card has had the inscription removed 
from the flap

W. 3pf. brown on yellow, siie 5a x 350 mm.
L.C. lopf. carmine, without inscriptions on flap.

Guatemala. The ic. of the Exhibition set has been
surcharged ' SERVICIO ’—‘ INTERIOR ’ in 
black.

1C. black on blue lilac.
Morocco. Fez-Mtquinez. Mr. Cohen has sent us a 

set of Unpaid Stamps for this post. The design 
consists of the value in a shield in centre with a 
tablet above and below inscribed ‘CHIFFRE’ 
—‘TAXE’ allina rectangular frame inscribed 
‘ POS I ES ’ above and * A PERCEIVOIR’ at 
bottom and Arabic inscriptions at sides. In the 
upper corners are the letters ‘ F ’ * M ’ and 
figures of value in lower comers. The stamps 
are on white wove paper, perforated. '

P.D. 5c. blue, value green.
IOC. green, „  carmine.
20c carmine,, grey-brown.
30c. brown, „  violet. -
40c. violet, „  brown, 
soc. brown, „  blue.
60c. lilac, ,, vermilion.

_ if. red-brown, value blue.
Persia. We have seen some of the high values of the 

new set which are similar to the ik. with head 
of the new Shall, 

ak. rose.
3k. yellow.
4k. grey.
Sk. green.
10k. orange.
50k. mauve.

Peru. Of the Post Cards mentioned last month there 
appear to he one or two errors, and a single 
copy of the 5c. of 1883 had the view of the Post 
Office printed in black in the right upper corner.

P.C . ic. green on 5c. black on white! without New V«ar 
ac. orange on 5c ,, ,, /  inscription on back.
5c. black on white.

Portugal. We have received sets of the Vasco da 
Gama stamps issued on April 4th. The stamps 
are very handsome and were apparently printed 
by Messrs Waterlow. There are the following 
sets with value in reis :
Portugal, Africa, Azores, Madeira.
With value in Avos. {5 reis =ia.)
Macau and Timor.
With value in reis. and tangas.
Portuguese Indies.

The set is as follows : — 
afr. (la . or t| reis)green, Gamfis Ship, 
sr. (la. or 4I reis), red, „  fleet at Calicut, 
tor. (aa. or 6 reis), violet, Embarcation at 1,117. 
a jr. (5a. or 9 reis), green, Allegorical Figure.
Sor. (10a. or 1 tanga), blue, Ship.
75r. ( 15a. or a tangas), purple-brown, St. Michael (?). 
toor. (20a. or 4 tangas), brown, Ship.
>5or (3*a. or 8 tangas), yellow-brown, Gama in Asia.

Macao. The M.J. chronicles some Post 
Cards formed from the double cards of 1892. 
All have the words * E TIMOR’ crossed out in 
red and the singte card lias ‘COM RESPOSTA 
PAGA ’ and ‘ Avec rdponse pay^e ’ similarly 
treated. The formula is blue and adhesives of 
5r. buff or 20r. lilac of the 1894 issue are 
attached.

P.C. (5 reis), blue.
(5 +  5 reis), blue.
(20 4 .10  reis), ,,

Roumania. Some sheets of the current 5b stamps 
were found to contain a 25b. stamp. As soon 
as discovered the sheets were recalled but a good 
many had already been used. It is reported 
that those recalled will be put up to auction.

The current stamps have all appeared with 
the perforation 11

The Postage Dues are now watermarked ‘ P.R.’
ajb. blue, perf, 13I, error.
P.D . lob. green, wmk. P.R .

3°h. ,, 11
S. Marino. The 5c. has been changed in shade.

5c. grey-green.

Siam. We have seen copies of the 12c. surcharged 
1 3 atts ’ and a Siamese surcharge similar in type 
to all the lately issued varieties. We hear that 
special cards-were printed to commemorate the 
safe return of the King and used by the various 
members of the Court, but have not seen them. 

3a. in black on taa. purple and carmine.

Spain. Fernando Po. The T.P. notes the following 
5c. in black on 2c. rose.

Porto Rico. Post Cards similar to the Cuban 
cards mentioned last month have been issued.
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United States. We have received copies of the sc. 
printed in blue.

5C, blue.
Uruguay. The following have been seen surcharged, 

‘ OFICIAL’ in black.
Off, 1894 7c. green, 

i, rac. orange, 
it 3*c. brown, 
is 50c. lilac 
it ip . blue.
1896, ic. black and dark purple.

5c. ,, blue.
10c. (» carmine.

1897,1c. ,, dark purple, PR O V ISO RIO , 1897 in

SC. „  blue, „  „
ioc, carmine ,

Venezuela. The Collectionneur announces the issue on 
May 1st of some official stamps. The arms are 
in the centre with name above, and at sides 
‘ OFICIAL * is surcharged in black over the 
arms.

Off. 5c, black and dark green.
IOC. "  red.
25c. „  blue.
SOc. „  yellow.
zb. t. violet.

ERRORS AND VARIETIES.
Cape of Good Hope. The London Philatelist chroni

cles the current i^ d . card surcharged ‘ ONE 
PENNY ’ twice.

Jamaica. The A/./. notes a copy of the old 6d. cut 
diagonally and used as 3d.

New South Wales. The M./ .  describes a block of 
4 of the current id., the left-hand stamps being 
perforated at top, bottom and left only, and the 
right-hand stamps at right only, being imper
forate on the sides not mentioned.

Queensland. The same paper notes a copy of the 4d. 
yellow, perf. 12, 1st type, cut diagonally and 
used as 2d., being postmarked Feb. 1S76.

South Australia. The Australian Philatelist reports 
that there are two sizes of the old ‘ O.S.’ sur
charged on the post cards.

Columbia. The 2c. is now printed in yellow-gTeen 
and perforated 12 x 13%.

Guatemala. The lately issued ic. on 12c. has been 
seen with surcharge on both sides.

Honduras. The M.J. chronicle a copy of the ic. 
Wrapper of 1891 with a double impression of 
the stamp, one of which is inverted.

Siam. There appear to be two printings of the 4 atts 
on 12a., the second having ‘atts’̂ in much 
smaller type.
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notices.
The annual general meeting will be held next 

month (May) at Essex Hall, Essex Street, Strand, 
W.C. Further notice will be given to members 
when date is fixed. Members who have not yet 
remitted their subscriptions are again requested 
to do so.

THOS. H. MINTON,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer 

of thelnt. Phil. Union.
5, Paultons Sq., Chelsea,

London, S.W.,
April 9th, 1898.

contributed to the Library “ Indicatcur Phila- 
telique,” “ The British Stamp Directory,” and 
“ The Penny Jubilee.”

Mr. Duerst then read a very interesting paper 
on Servia dealing very fully with the first issue 
and the legal proceedings which had taken place 
in connection therewith. The paper was replete 
with interest and contained so much information 
that it was decided to publish the same. Mr. 
Abbott’s very fine collection illustrated the 
stamps to great advantage.

A. H. HARRISON,
Hon. Sec.

EXCHANGE SUPERINTENDENT’S 
REPORT.

For March 37 sheets were sent by 27 members ; 
value ^336 is. 7d. The sales in January 
amounted to £20 12s. 2d.

It is urgently requested that all members 
should send in their sheets on or before the 10th 
of each month, as sheets sent in after that v 'te 
cannot be included in the packets.

Only one packet was sent out in February 
and in" March, as the number of stamps sent for 
exchange was not sufficient for two. ,

E. F. MARX.
6, Haven Green, Ealing, 5th April, 1898.

MANCHESTER PHILATELIC SOCIETY.
The 14th meeting of the Session was held at 

the Grand Hotel on April 6th, 1898, the Presi
dent in the chair. After the formal business a 
letter was read which the Hon. Secretary had 
received from the Agent General of New Zea
land about the sale of new stamps, and it was 
unanimously resolved “ That having heard the 
letter read emanating from the Agent General 
of New Zealand, this Society desires to place on 
record its surprise that any British colony should 
stoop to methods which have hitherto only been 
adopted to augment the revenues of bankrupt 
or moribund States.”

The Hon. Librarian reported the receipt dur
ing the month of “ The London Philatelist," 
“ The Philatelic Record,” “ The Philatelic Jour
nal of Great Britain,” “ The American Journal 
of Philately,” “The Auction Reporter,” “Stamps.” 
Also that the President had presented a copy of 
his publication on Greece, and Mr. Duerst had

EDINBURGH.
The Scottish Philatelic Society.—The usual 

monthly meeting was held on the 14th of March, 
in 5, St. Andrew Square, at 8.15 p.m.

Mr. Smail, the Vice-President, occupied the 
chair ; and there were also present Messrs. Flem
ing, Hobbs, Henderson, Innes, Kerr, Macintyre, 
Richardson and Fish,

A display was made of the stamps of the 
United States of America.

Mr. Richardson showed an exceedingly inter
esting general collection, the specimens being 
nearly all At copies. They were in one of Senf’s 
large albums; and a chance turning over of the 
pages led to a peep at some of the many valuable 
stamps that the volume contained.

Mr. Smail showed many rare and interesting 
locals, the result of collecting for several years.

Mr. Macintyre showed a book he had prepared 
specially- for the occasion, with adhesives, enve
lopes, and wrappers.

Mr. Fish showed a collection down to ihe 
Columbus issue, arranged so.as to display shades 
and minor varieties.

An examination of these served to fill up the 
time until after ten o’clock in a most pleasant, 
interesting, and instructive manner.

The Secretary intimated that Dr. Ballantyne 
would give a paper at the next meeting on some 
discoveries regarding the early issues of Japan.

The Packet for February, section 1, had re
turned from circulation. Seven sheets were 
sent in valued at ^16 15s. 2d., and stamps valued 
at £3  9s 6d. had been retained by the members.

WILLIAM FISH,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

Suburban Stamp E xchange.—October
packets came back from circulation on the 1st 
inst., sheets were returned and accounts were 
submitted with the least possible delay. Sales 
were as follows:— '

October A.A. Packet, ,£107 9 2 
„ A.B. „ £8q 14 ti
.. R-A. „ £41 2 7
„  J*.B. „ / 3 9  3  4
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Supplementary rounds of A.A. and A.B. 
packets, ,£51 12s. 9d.

Two of the best November pacekts are being 
circulated among a certain number of non-con
tributing buying members, and are expected 
back very shortly.

On March 25th, 213 sheets valued in th"e 
aggregate at ,£2,399 is. lod. were made up into 
four packets and despatched on their rounds. 
Perfect specimens of rare and obsolete stamps 
(such as imperf. Gambias and pence Gibraltars) 
were obtainable at much (in many cases at 50 
per cent) below catalogue prices, and good sales 
are expected. The very common varieties and 
defective copies are, however, in but little de
mand. Non-contributors who desire to see 
packets are reminded to notify" the secretary, 
who will see their names duly inserted on the 
lists. Packets are now sent out absolutely in
tact to ensure that all bargains will go to mem
bers. Foreign philatelists are invited to send

sheets, and arrangements will be made for them 
to receive equivalents for stamps taken in cash 
or exchange as may be preferred. Responsi
ble collectors proposing to join should apply for 
com- of the regulations and send references to 
the Secretary, H. (,A. Slade, Ingleside, St. 
Albans. April 2nd, '1898.

British African Stamp E xchange.—This 
Club continues to make good progress, both as 
regards members and quality of packets. The 
April Packet contains sheets to the value of 
,£35 13s. 4d. nett (not 50 per cent, discount), in
cluding many.fine stamps at low prices. Two 
members in South Africa contribute very good 
sheets. The February packet returned March 
Qth, and all accounts were settled by the n th . 
The features of this club are : nett prices, prompt 
settlements, and Secretary does not take “first 
pick” from packets. Each member sees packets 
first in turn. Charles J. Endle, Sec., Kings- 
burgh Cottage, Boscombe, Hants.
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Miteldcutsckc Philatelisten Ziitimg.— Goessnitz.
BADEN.

This journal brings an interesting article, 
with illustration, on the question whether the 
Baden Rural Stamps (Landpost) could be used 
in conjunction with the ordinary stamps.

It has always been said, and opinion of a 
very high postal official has been obtained, 
that neither the two kinds could be used to
gether, nor that the postage stamps could be 
used as unpaid letter stamps. Therefore 
postage and rural stamps could not be used 
together.

The illustration, however, shows a letter 
which was franked with five ikr. rural and two 
tkr. 1868 issue postage stamps, and the article 
states that numerous instances could be given 
where both kinds had been used indiscrimin
ately, no doubt, against all orders, neverthe
less often enough to give the rural stamps a 
much higher value, than they have possessed 
hitherto. '

(pflifdfefg tn f$e

The International Philatelist.—St. Joseph, Mo.
REPRINTS.

"Phis journal belongs to the better class of 
American Philatelic Journals, and we take the 
following article from its columns, which in 
a short graphic form gives to the readers a 
nearly complete list of all the countries having 
issued reprints, and we hope the perusal will 
be of use to our subscribers.

A reprint is defined by Webster to be “ a 
second or new impression or edition of any 
printed work." This of course refers to 
books, etc., and does not define what is 
known to stamp collectors as a reprint. Until 
a better definition of a reprinted stamp is 
found, we will accept that given in an article 
on reprints in the American Journal of 
Philately for August, 1888, viz.:—“ A repro
duction from an original die, after the stamps 
for which the die had been prepared, have

been superseded, or put out of use." There 
arc various kinds of reprints, among which 1 
may mention ; first, those prepared by the 
postal authorities of different countries for 
distribution to foreign post offices; second, 
those prepared at the behest of dealers or 
collectors, and third those made by dealers 
themselves from plates they have purchased 
horn certain governments. Some of both the 
first and second classes are still receivable tor 
postage, and I see no reason why they should 
not be collectable, for a collector ought to 
admit into his collection those unused stamps 
which are or were at the time of issue receiv
able for postage, and those cancelled stamps 
which have actually done postal duty. <jl 
course, none of the third class can have any 
postal value, they are, therefore not postage 
stamps, for again referring to Webster, I find 
a postage stamp defined as “ An adhesive 
government stamp, representing a certain 
sum for affixing to articles sent by mail to pay 
the postal charge.” I have prepared the fol
lowing list of reprinted stamps, which I find in 
a note book that I kept up to 1889, since which 
time I have been travelling through foreign 
countries and I regret to say paying little or 
no attention to stamps or philatelic matters 
and it was only at Mr. Beardsley’s request to 
give him an account of some of my philatelic 
life that I brought all my best books, cata
logues, and albums. I cannot vouch that the 
lisi is absolutely correct although nearly so.

Antioquh. About 1879, the four stamps 
of i8f>8. the 10c and 1 peso of 1869 and the 5c 
of 187  ̂ were reprinted by the Government. 
Those of 18G8 mav easily be detected, for the 
sti nes were cancelled with diagonal lines pre
vious to the reprinting. The others have a 
fresher appearance and the paper is smoother. 
The 10c. is very pale in colour.

Argentine REi*unLic. The 5c. of 1861 was 
reprinted by the Government in 1866 and the 
5c of 1862 has been reprinted by a certain 
dealer who bought the plate. At the same 
time he altered the figures of value on por
tions of the plate and printed 10c and 15c 
stamps were not of the same type as the 5c, 
and the reprints of the higher values are
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therefore nothing but forgeries. I note a few 
of the differences. In the original there is a 
comma after 10 and 15, and the figure one has 
no cross piece at the bottom. In the forgeries 
there is no comma after the figures of value, 
and the one has a cross piece at the bottom. 
Besides, if the number of pearls around the 
ciicle be counted there will be 78 in the 10c 
original and only 72 in the forgery.

Austria and Austrian Italy. The ad
hesives of 1850, 1858, 1861, and some of the 
journal stamps and envelopes have been re
printed several times by the Government, 
which still hold the dies. The envelopes can 
be distinguished by the paper’s appearance.

AZORES. The early issues have been re
printed, it is said, for exchange with foreign 
post offices. The colours are brighter and 
the statnps have a new appearance, and the 
surcharge is not correct.

Baden. The adhesive of 1851, 1857, and 
the envelopes of 1858 were reprinted about 
1867. The colours of the adhesives are, as a 
rule, brighter or deeper than those of the 
originals, and the envelopes have wnat is called 
long-gum, and a different tress mark from the 
original. It is difficult to distinguish them 
when cut.

Belgium. The 10c and 20c of 1849 were 
reprinted in 1866 on wove and laid paper, 
while- the originals were watermarked with 
two letters “ L."

Bergedorf. All were reprinted in 1867.
Br . Guiana. The 1850 and 1853 issues and 

the ic rose, i860, were reprinted by the 
Government in September, 1864. They are 
almost invariably found perforated.

Cashmere. The circular stamps reprinted 
in 1870, were receivable for postal purposes.

Confederate States. Some of the local 
stamps were reprinted by the issuing post
masters some time after the waT. I have no 
correct list at hand.

Corea. The gTeater part of the two lower 
values of first issue were burned and were re
printed in Japan.

F inland. Some of the envelope stamps 
were reprinted at two different periods, but 
being on strips of paper were evidently not 
intended for use.

France. These were reprinted by the 
Government in 1862, and again about 1888. 
They are accepted for postage if placed upon 
a letter. Being all imperforate, the latter 
issues resemble some of the French Colonial 
stamps.

GUADELOUPE. Reprints/ were reported of 
the unpaid letter stamps, 25c and 40c, but it 
does not seem' possible to reprint type set 
stamps, and the so called reprints are prob
ably forgeries.

HAMBURG. Two of the adhesives and the 
envelopes have been reprinted, the latter with 
the exception of the 1 ^schilling, being on 
scraps of paper. The plates are held by a 
dealer.

HAnovf.r . The envelopes were reprinted 
by the Government at different times, and 
may be distinguished by the gum 'and the 
inscriptions.

H awaii. The 2c. stamps of 1862 are litho
graphed. Those from copper plates are sup
posed to be reprints.

H eligoland. The remarks with regard 
to Hamburg will apply as well, as the plates 
of certain values are in the hands of a German 
dealer. The wrapper and envelope stamps 
are reprinted on scraps of paper for sale to 
collectors only.

Lubeck. The embossed stamps of 1863-66 
were reprinted in 1871, without embossing 
and imperforate. They are scarcer than the 
originals.

MADEIRA. The r e m a rk s  under Azores ap
ply to this colony.

Natal. The stamps of 1857-58, have been 
reprinted at various times. It is difficult to 
tell them from the originals.

P ortugal. The first issue was reprinted 
in 1863 ,the 5 reis being, however, re-engraved 
and the colour dark brown instead of chest
nut. The 1866-70 issues were reprinted about 
1888, but can be readily recognized by the 
paper and colour.
• Prussia. The 1850 and 1856 issues have 
been twice reprinted, also the early envelopes. 
The latter may be distinguished from origi
nals by the absence of fhe silk threads in the 
paper.'

REUNION I. A French dealer applied to 
the authorities in t866 to have these stamps 
reprinted, and was informed that the dies had 
been stored in a cellar since 1851, and had 
become so damaged by the moisture that it 
would be necessary to clean them before they 
could be used. Two of the dies were so much 
damaged by rust that they could not be used, 
which accounts for the fact that the reprints 
are found only in three varieties instead of 
four.

Roman States. The stamps of 1867-68 
were reprinted in 1878, both perforated and 
imperforate.

Samoa. The reprints were made by an 
English dealer. The plates were lately des- 
ti oyed.

Sardinia. The early issues have been re
printed, and in some cases the reprints have 
been cancelled. The 1858 issue has been 
reprinted.

South African Republic. The first issue 
is said to have been reprinted by the engraver, 
in Mecklenburg, and sets are plentiful, both 
unused and cancelled. The reprints have 
also been surcharged to resemble the stamps 
of 1877-78.
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S w e d e n . The first issue was reprinted in 
1868, but the reprints can readily be told from 
the rare originals by the colours.

T a s m a n i a . Before reprinting the td .  a n d  
4d. of 1853, each stamp on the plate was can
celled by two or three heavy cuts. The later 
issues have also been reprinted.

T olima. In 1881 reprints of the 10c., 50c., 
and 1 peso of 1871, were extensively circu
lated.

T u s c a n y . In 1834 the t quat., 1 and 2 
soldi, and 1, 2, 4, 6, 9 crazie were reprinted on 
white wove paper, and two years later the 2 
soldi and 60 crazie on bluish paper, with water
mark crown in the sheet, also the 3 lire, with 
same watermark but on white paper.

U n it e d  S t a t e s . 1847, 5c-> loc- These 
ate not even reprints, but forgeries, and were 
re-engraved for this special purpose. Al
though the original plates are still in exist
ence, the Bank Note Co. refused to loan them 
to the Government.

1851. This set was reprinted from the 
original plates, but the stamps can easily be 
recognised by the perforation, which is much 
laiger than that of the originals, and the 
colours, which are brighter. 1 he Eagle 
Cairier, which was sold with this set, is piler 
in colour and perforated, while the original 
was imperforate. Unfortunately, the Frank
lin Carrier is an exact imitation of the original 
some sheets of the old pink paper being still 
available, and there is no way to decide whether 
anv particular stamp is an original or a re
print.

1861-70. These were reprinted without 
grill and issued with white gum. There was 
also a slight difference in the colours of the 
1861 set, and tho'e of 1870 set that were not 
then current.

The 1847 and 1851 were not receivable lor 
postage.

Wurtkmberg. In 18'.>4. so-called reprints 
were made of the issues of 1S51-58, but »hey 
differed from the originals.

The Philatelic IVest.—Superior N ebraska.
THE STAMPS OF MEXICO.

Fashion, which takes hold of stamps as well 
as most all things, frequently seems to be with
out any reasonable ground ; hence we hear th? 
saying: Fashion is foolish, fads are follie-. 
This saying is only in part true. By closer 
investigation it will be found that all fashions, 
all fads, and even all follies, have some reason
able cause. There is always some underlying 
principle which is quite reasonable, but the 
application of which is not always readily ap
parent and sometimes much overdone. Tne 
great favour shown to British Colonial stamps 
is no doubt due to the great rarity of some of 
them, besides the patriotism and machination 
of British collectors and dealers; but nothing 
has helped these stamps more into favour than

their beauty, for which stamp collectors have a 
quick eye. Beauty is probably the principal 
reason why modern speculative issues hoid 
their own in spite of all endeavours to bring 
them into general discredit. On the other 
raised to general favour though the greatest 
hand stamps which lack beauty can hardly be 
efforts be made. Such are most of the stamps 
manufactured in Spanish-speaking countries. 
The stamps of Spain may appeal to the phila
telic student, and he may find them as interest
ing as the stamps of Mauritius and New Zealand, 
but the average collector will slight them, be
cause they have no beauty to appeal to his 
favour. The same will be tound true in regard 
to stamps of the Spanish colonies and the South 
American republics. These latter are just now 
somewhat in prominence, but the hope for 
their general acceptance to favour lies in the 
strong sprinkling they contain of stamps manu
factured in the United States, and the beauty 
of these in contrast with the homeliness of the 
rest. Similarly it is with the stamps of Mexico. 
The excessive homeliness of so great a number 
of them seems to offend the sense for beauty. 
Even the very first issue, the design of which 
is very fair, shows such very poor execution that 
the inexperienced will be tempted to ask : Are 
they genuine? '1 he same may be said of the 
third issue, that of 1864, design of the Mexican 
eagle. This design, if properly executed, would 
make a beautiful stamp, but alas! see what 
poor, blurred blotches were made of it. The 
portrait issue of 1864 is non-objectionable in 
regard to beauty, but this issue was made in 
New York and used for a very short time only. 
The Maximilian issues of 1866, though not 
pretty, arc better than the first and third. Then 
comes a long list of provisionals and sur
charges, with very little to gratify the aesthetic. 
In the issue of 1818 we would find the non plus 
ultra of homeliness if not a few of the native 
Indian productions excelled in these question
able prerogatives. The issue of 1872 is but 
little better, and it was but wise that the con
tract for manufacturing stamps was again given 

| to the people of New York. From 1882 on,
1 Mexico made its own stamps again, and though 

there is a great improvement over former 
attempts, no first class work has been done up 
to date. Besides the regular issues the Porte 
de Mar stamps, the use of which has been much 
doubted, augment rather than diminish tne 
want of beauty when we take Mexican stamps 
as a whole. It is not surprising therefore that 
verv few collectors will take much interest in 
Mexican stamps, and that some even feel an 
aversion against them. For this there may be 
rther CA'isec. hut th<* principal one is lack of 
beauty, and thu  will affect the student as well 
as the amateur. Yet there is something in 
Mexican stamps that must appeal to all. It is 
the portraiture of the country’s history. Mexico 
was a colony of Spain, the same as Cuba is now : 
after a long struggle it became free, but suffered 
under continual revolutions for a period of 
fifty years, which sufficiently accounts for the
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lack of art and fine taste as portrayed in the 
first issues of postage stamps. When the first 
issue was made the country had not yet fully 
settled to peace, but the feeling for liberty was 
strong among the people, hence the portrait of 
Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, the liberator of 1810, 
was chosen for the central de go of the first 
stamp. Hidalgo was a priest, though, and the 
desire for religious liberty beside political 
liberty soon suppressed Hidalgo’s portrait and 
set the eagle, the national emblem, in its place. 
Then comes the short and sadly ended imperial 
reign of Maximilian, and after that general dis
order, until with a return to order Hidalgo’s 
portrait again appears on the stamps, but in 
what miserable form ! With the improvement 
of order the stamps improve too. The Mexican 
people begin to learn from their northern neigh
bours. From 1879 to 1884 we find beside 
Hidalgo’s likeness that of Carlos Benito Juarez 
on the country stamps. Juarez was of Indian 
descent, the champion of religious liberty, of 
educational and financial reform, the success
ful defender of his country against the French 
invasion, the greatest man Mexico ever had. 
The appearance of his likeness on the stamps 
indicates prosperity. In 1882 three stamps 
were issued, which are a copy of the U.S. due 
stamps, the adoption of which shows the spread
ing of North American influence. Yet the 
country is under clerical influence ; Hidalgo’s 
effigy again occupies the stamps of 1884, and 
Juarez disappears. Finally in 1886 the large 
numeral issue makes its appearance and indi
cates that the country is more and more turning 
to commerce and industry, leaving political and 
religious, questions to the peaceful decision of 
the individual. The present issue serves as a 
resume of the postal development and seems to 
mark a new era, an era of culture, study, art 
and science. For the philatelic student the 
stamps of Mexico afford a large fitld for research. 
Some very good work has been done; For 
American collectors C. H. Mekeel’s work in the 
Philatelic Journal of America, 1896, is probably 
the most accessible. For those who read Ger
man, E. Heitmann’s “ Grosses Handbuch der 
Philatelie” part 25-33, prove excellent.
But there is yet many a point unsettled and 
enough work to do for those who are willing and 
able to do it. The specialist too will find the 
stamps of Mexico rich in varieties of colour, 
shade, paper, perforation, and watermarks, sur
charges, and curios. For the collectors of the
U.S. the stamps of our nearest southern neigh
bour should have some special interest. Until 
now Mexico is free from speculative issues. 
Counterfeits and reprints have been sufficiently 
described to enable every careful collector to 
avoid them. Remainders seem to be well in the 
market, so that a depreciation in value is hardly 
to be expected from that source. All these 
stamps want is beauty, but the time may come 
when the favour of collectors will turn to the 
homely to make it beautiful.
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We sincere!)- hope the report is not true that 
the two sections of the Italian Postal .Museum 
intended to be shown at the National Exhibition 
at 1'urin, in.connection with the Jubilee of the 
Italian Constitution, and sent there alreadv for 
this purpose have been stolen. It is said they 
have disappeared and at present there is no clue 
to the thieves. It will be recollected that the 
Italian Government a few years ago instituted 
this Postal Museum, which is under the control 
of Dr. Diena, and is said to contain some price
less treasures in connection with postal history.

As any attempt to sell the stolen collections 
entire would involve certain discovery, they will 
no doubt be broken up.

We fear this contretemps, if true, will seriously 
affect the Philatelic Exhibition.

According to the Chancellor of the Exchequer
384,000,000 penny stamps were sold during the 
last financial year.

Mi ss Henrietta Kimble, of Rochester, U.S., 
is the possessor of a cane made up entirely of 
cancelled postage stamps. The lady made the 
cane herself. She began by rolling one stamp 
very small and then adding to it until it has 
reached the proper size. It is quite heavy, and 
apparently as strong as an ordinary walking 
cane. Miss Kimble was fourteen months mak
ing the stick. In its make-up 4,777 stamps were 
used. The stamps used were worth, before can
cellation, £.20.

STAMPS IN PARLIAMENT.
In replv to Mr. J. H. Heaton, Mr. Hanbury 

said the Po-tmaster General received from the 
Canadian Post Office an announcement of its 
intention to reduce the letter postage to three 
cents per ounce. He explained to the Cana
dian Post Office that the consent of this country 
and of the colonies was necessary before Canada 
could properly reduce her postage on letters to 
them, but the principal objection to the proposal 
was that the isolated action of any one colony 
must prejudice the consideration of a uniform 
system throughout the Empire. The Postmas
ter General was not aware that several colonies 
and dependencies had assented to Canada’s ac
tion, nor had he had occasion to think such was 
the case. There had been a good deal of corres
pondence on this subject, and on that of a con
ference proposed to be held in London on the 
question of postal-rates within the Empire.

That some of the postal officials in country 
places display an unnecessary amount of interest 
in their duties is shown by the following story,
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which has the merit of being true.
In a certain village the postal business is 

transacted at the “general shop” at which a par
ticular family are in the habit of obtaining tneir 
provisions. On one occasion the usual weekly 
order had been given. In due course the goods 
were delivered, with one exception—viz., a ham.

A member of the family called at the shop to 
inquire the reason of the omission, and was 
somewhat amused to hear the proprietor’s expla
nation.

“Oh,” said he, “me and my wife read the 
postcard addressed to you, saying that the 
friends you expected to tea couldn’t come. We 
thought you wouldn’t want the ham, so didn’t 
send it.”

most used. The stamps are placed in specially 
constructed tin boxes for shipment, to keep them 
from sticking and becoming ruined. ;

According to the A m i des Timbres the French 
Post Office, at Jaffa, Syria, ran short of one 
piastre stamps on February 4th and 5th. Not 
to interfere with the business of the post office, 
two piastre stamps were cut in half and each 
half used as one piastre.

The Chinese object to their postage stamps 
being printed in Japan ; this as some of our con
temporaries explain the fact, that Messrs. Water- 
low and Sons, of J.ondon, have secured the con
tract for the new Imperial Chinese postage 
stamps.

Only a few years ago people gazed in wonder 
at the first postage stamp, now they gaze in 
fright at the prices in the latest catalogue.

VARIETIES OF U.S. STAMPS.
15c. brown and blue, no frame.
15c. ,, ,, with frame.
15c. , „ „ inverted.
15c. „ „ no grille.
J5C- o „ divided grille with

coloured hair line at 
bottom.

90c. rose and black, with a fine vertical red line 
on the right.

The Post Office at Malta has felt the want of 
several new values for some time past and in 
consequence stamps of the value of 4j^d., 2s. 6d. 
and 1 os. will be issued.

Salonica is shortly to have a British Post 
Office.

(Breaf Qljrifftm*
SOME NOTES ON THE LETTERING OF 

THE EARLY id .
By S. C. SKIPTON.

In our June number we published full details 
of the remainders that the Brazilian Government 
had decided to sell. Up to the present about 
10 per cent have been sold at face value.

A correspondent of the A .J .P . in Havana 
says that at this moment it is impossible to ob
tain anv 4 milesima stamps or any 4 centavo 
stamps of the current issue. It appears that 
only 50,000 of the former were sent to Havana 
and 20,000 of the latter, almost all of which were 
bought up by speculators as soon as they were 
placed on sale. There seems to be some* doubt 
as to whether any further printings of these 
values will be made, and, if so, collectors will 
find it rather difficult to complete their sets, 
except bv the aid of the speculators.

In Porto Rico, by a strange coincidence, a 
similar speculation has been indu'ged in. In 
this case, the 4 mil. and 4 and 5c. stamps were 
all bought up as soon as they arrived there, and 
the outcome of this speculation will also remain 
questionable, until it is definitely determined 
whether further supplies of these values are to be 
sent to the colony.

The Metropolitan Philatelist will appear 
weekly in future. We heartily congratulate Mr. 
J. \V. Scott to his enterprise, which we hope will 
prove a success. The price will be one cent.

The United States have a post-office in China 
—at Shanghai. Five cent stamps are the ones

Some time ago I contributed some notes on 
the lettering of the 2d. stamps to the “English 
Specialist ” and during the past winter I have 
been examining the lettering of the imperforate 
id. Stamps.

If my readers hope that I am able to lay down 
any fixed facts I am sorry to say that I shall dis
appoint them, £nd I only pen these notes in the 
Hope that they may be of some help to others 
who are trying to find out how many sets of 
punches were made for the purpose of inserting 
the corner letters. For the id. BLACK there 
were two sets of punches both very much alike, 
so alike in fact, that, so far, the J is the only 
letter that I have been able to distinguish with 
certainty. In the majority of cases the letter 
is well shaped and rounded, in the exceptional 
cases the letter is the same as that used on I’latc 
3 of the 2d., namely, with the bottom square on 
the right. The two are quite distinct, the second 
being very much rarer than the first and was 
probably onlv used for the last one or two 
plates (11 or 11 and 10) made for the id. black. 
I am in some doubt whether there is not a differ
ence in the letters A and E, the letter belonging 
to the second set of punches being smaller. This 
is possible but it is so slight that it may be due 
to the punching in of the letter or the printing. 
On the id. RED-BROWN I have been able to 
pick out four fairly distinct sets. There are 
probably a great many others but with letters 
so alike that they could not be distinguished. 
The following are the general characteristics of 
the sets I have been able to pick out.



' May 16, 1&9S. Philatelic J ournal of Great B ritain. 93

1st Letters well shaped, the J being having 
square shape as set 2 of the id. black. This 
set is common on the stamps postmarked 
Maltese Cross.

2nd. Letters somewhat smaller, the J is rounded 
but not so well shaped as the 1st set on 
the id. black. This set is also found on 
stamps postmarked with the Cross, but 
is not so frequent as the 1st set.

3rd. Letters larger than the first set and not 
so well shaped, not found on stamps post
marked with the Cross.

4th. Letters very much larger. With the 
majority of the letters no mistake can 
possibly be made.

1 he above are only general remarks as some 
of the letters show little or no variation as G 
for instance, which is if anything verv slightly 
smaller in the 4th set than in the others. In 
these cases by the help of another letter which 
is easily distinguished the set of punches to 
which the letter G, for instance, belong-, can be 
determined. '

There is, however, one point wirh regard to 
the punches, and that is, was only one set in 
use at a time? When a fresh set was made, was 
the old set put aside or did the two sets continue 
in use, and, if so, did they ever by any chance 
get mixed?

Though I have only been able clearlv to dis
tinguish four sets there were undoubtedly more 
than this number made and used. Lrritil the 
Imprimatur sheets at Somerset House are exa
mined it is impossible to say how many or to 
be absolutely certain in what order they ap
peared, though of the sets mentioned above I 
think the order is correct. 1-have placed the 
fourth set in this position as it is much scarcer 
than the others, and is usually found on paper 
with the later size of the small crown water
mark.

(Sfcuefr&f Stoptce.
By A. F. Basset Hull.

Although the changes of colour which will be 
rendered necessary by the recommendations of 
the Washington Congress have not yet been 
made bv any of the Australian Colonies, there 
are at least two colour changes, the outcome 
of a similarity which tends to confuse the public 
as well as letter-sorters, shortly to be effected. 
One is the uresent six-penny stamp of New South 
Wales, it is now printed in rosine madder, 
cxactlv the same colour and shade as the “Record 
Reign” one-penny. From the first of May 
next, this colour is to be withdrawn in favour 
of “ viridine green,” a peculiarly brilliant b’ui h 
,rrcen shade. The contemplated change has 
been gazetted. It is not intended to alter the 
]>nper or watermark of this stamp, and the type 
remains the same as before, even the words

“ One hundred years,” which have long since 
lost their significance, will still appear on the 
curved band.

The other announced change is in Western 
Australia, where the slate grey two-penny has 
been recently confused with the green half
penny. In consequence of this confusion it is 
proposed to alter the colour of the former stamp 
to a rich orange. „

It was also rumoured, although I have seen 
no official statement on the subject, that the 
colour of the recently issued i}4 d. Victoria was 
to be changed to blue. This change, however, 
was not to be made until the present stock of 
green stamps was exhausted.

Owing to the complaints that have been made 
as to the short notice of demonetisatiitn given 
in the case of the New South Wales id., 2d., 
and 2^4d. stamps of the Centennial type, it has 
been decided to revive and extend the validity 
of those stamps until the 30th June next. 1 
forward you the “ Gazette” notice, from which 
it will be seen that all previous types of those 
three values, as well as of the 5s. stamp, will 
be absolutely demonetised on and after tbc 1st 
July, 1898.

There seems to be a sad falling off in the 
interest taken by Australian collectors in their 
Societies. The Sydney Club seldom succeeds 
in obtaining a quorum for its monthly meetings, 
and there is a move on foot to resolve it into a 
mere Exchange Club, and to abolish the periodi
cal meetings, rooms, and library altogether, as 
so little use is made of the advantages offered, 
and money is simply wasted in maintaining 
these somewhat expensive conveniences. The 
Victorian Society also sends out a mild wail of 
regret that members are so remiss in their at
tendance at the meetings, notwithstanding all 
the delights philatelic provided for them at such 
festive gatherings. The South Australian 
Society appears also to be moribund—at least 
we hear absolutely nothing about their doings 
now-a-days. At one time they had a strong 
membership, and some of the most prominent 
did really good philatelic work, adding much 
to our literature. The whole matter of philately 
seems to be too largely permeated with the sor
did question of £  s. d., and unless the majority 
of collectors can see their way either to make 
a cash sale or to pick up some good things at 
low prices for future realisation they will not 
attend the meetings. Such a thing as prepar
ing and reading a philatelic paper is very seldom 
heard of now.

£omgponbence.

L.F.—O. No, we cannot do as you wish.
There are such things as libel laws in this country 
and we prefer to see our Editor at his desk (as 
shown in the picture), to him appearing in court.
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’I he old order of things 
Gum U9ed for changeth and new light is con- 

the First linually thrown upon by-gone 
days. Matters that may have 

Penny Stamps, astonished our grandfathers are 
everyday occurrences to us 

and do not give us a moment of thought.

One of the principal items in this respect is 
the Postage Stamp, which undoubtedly must 
have proved a matter of inexhaustible interest 
during the first year of its existence, at Idiast this 
is what we learn from a perusal of the newspapers 
of the day. Yet we are astonished to find how 
few people really did interest themselves suffi
ciently in those days to try and explain to their 
contemporaries the manufacture of the stamps, 
the success of which even in the first twelve 
months surprised the most sanguine of its origi
nators by the enormous sale. 1 hat very great 
difficulties had tg be surmounted in the manufac
tu r in g  processes, before a practicable stamp 
could be sold to the public, is quite evident. 
One of these, perhaps not the least, was the gum
ming of the Postage Labels, and to-day it is our 
good fortune to place before our readers the 
official correspondence relative to the gum used 
for the first English Penny Stamps. Unfortu
nately the same is incomplete in that copies of 
the replies of the manufacturer, John Raws- 
thorne, of Manchester, cannot be found.

Of the very greatest interest, however, are the 
letters written by the official- at the Treasury, 
Downing Street, Mr. Rowland Hill himself and 
the printers, Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Petch. 
All the-e letter- give us a full insight into the 
difficulties, that had to be grappled with, and 
how they were surmounted only by trials and 
patience.

In being able to make this contribution to 
the Early History of British Stamps, we have 
to thank Dr. I ago, who unhesitating put the 
whole correspondence at our disposal, being 
quite of our opinion, that the more light that is 
thrown upon our hobby, the better it will be for 
all concerned. The old custom of keeping all 
knowledge to oneself is played out and only 
exi-t- now in a few antiquated cliques; tfic 
new school of philately likes to interchange in
formation and to disseminate knowledge.

\Ye have asked Mr. Jones, F.C.S. (whose 
paper on “Gums,” published in this Journal 
created such a sensation) to write for our next 
number a scientific paper on the various phases 
of the manufacture as disclosed in these letters.

The letter written by Mr. Bacon 
W hat are jn the last number of the London 
they to be Philatelist raises the very nice 

called? question a s  to whether minor 
varieties of type attributable to 

the stamps being produced by means of typo
graphy or lithography are collectable. This is 
a question, which for a very considerable time, 
we have foreseen must come to the front, and 
bearing in mind that at the very outset we find 
such well-known names as Mr. Castle and Mr. 
Bacon taking apparently opposite views, the 
threatened discussion promises to take rank with 
that rhetorical warfate waged in the Stamp Col
lectors’ Magazine in the sixties on what was then 
a matter of parallel importance.
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We may remind our older Tenders and state 
for the benefit of the younger ones that the 
discussion we have referred to was carried on by 
well-known philatelists, and the subject matter 
was whether any distinction should be made be
tween stamps with different perforations and 
other questions sut i/eiu-ris. Quoting from one 
of the many letters, which then appeared : “Now , 
it is evident that Philately does not require the 
assistance of such factitious stamps to make it 
interesting. As a correspondent recently argued 
the majority of collectors have quite enough to 
do to fill the spaces of their present albums. 
There can be therefore no necessity to invent 
trivial varieties, often difficult to obtain, and 
the French make petty distinctions between 
stamps perforated and stamps rouletted, between 
large perforations and small, and even the num
ber of holes made by the perforating machine 
is a matter for serious study by French ama
teurs.” ' '

If the above were true in 1S66, the argument 
must be more forcible to-day. Yet who would 
to-day seriously write in this strain upon the dis
tinction to be drawn “ between stamps perfor
ated and stamps rouletted.” Such however was 
the controversy towards the end of the sixties— 
let us now turn to the controversy threatening 
towards the end of the nineties.—

In certain articles upon Roumania which ap
peared in this Journal in 1895, particular atten
tion was directed to a very large number of 
varieties arising entirely from the manner in 
which the stamps had been produced, and these 
varieties were given in detail in the synopsis 
following each issue. So far as we are aware 
this was the first time that any articles upon a 
country had been written when minor varieties 
of this kind were given in detail. The authors 
received letters from prominent collectors con
taining criticisms and comments for describing 
them as varieties. Philatelists however change 
with the times. Perhaps the article in question 
was two years too early for the philatelic palate, 
it certainly was not four years before the times, 
that is if we judge the present outlook aright. 
This article has called forth another on the same 
country by Messrs. Fraenkel and Was-crman, 
which recently appeared in a foreign contem
porary, and from which we have been quoting 
in these pages. Messrs. Fraenkel and Wasser- 
mann have added to the list of minor varieties 
given in the first paper, and have shown by their 
aid exactly how the plates were constructed.

After this comes the article on the 2 rigsbank- 
skilling of Denmark, which was read before the 
London Society, and appeared in the London 
Philatelist recently. This article goes further 
than the above articles on Roumania, in that 
up to the present nothing tangible has been 
■■hown to be the outcome of the description of 
the varieties of this stamp, neither does it appear 
that the described varieties appear in rotation 
of any kind upon the sheet as they do in Rou
mania. Until this is done we shall for ourselves 
incline to Mr. Bacon’s view and treat them as

varieties of too minor importance to be collec
ted. In Roumania we take the opposite view 
however, and for the reason that such minor 
varieties appear in rotation, they prove how the 
plates were set up and cannot in any way be due 
defective printing. This however cannot be 
said as yet of Denmark.

It will be urged by collectors who do not look 
with pleasure on this new form of collecting, that 
if such minor varieties have to be taken into ac
count then there can be no finality to Philately. 
It is feeling the force of this contention, that w’e 
consider such minor varieties ought not to be 
listed unless it is clearly shown they are useful 
in proving a fact which is of interest to collec
tors, and hence that they cannot be due simply 
to defective work in the printing or to the wear
ing of the plates. To the question whether such 
minor varieties ought to be collected we submit 
the true answer is the further question. Do such 
varieties if collected prove a fact of philatelic 
interest ? If yea, collect them by all means, if 
nay, follow the advice given by Mr. Bacon.

\Ve have seen that in the sixties the collectors 
of what were then considered minor varieties, 
were known as belonging to the Parisian School, 
we await a parallel term for similar philatelists 
to-day.

© C C fC C B.

Postal and F.lectric Telegraph Department, 
General Post Office,

Sydney, 4th March, 1898.
1)K MONETISATION OF POSTAGE 

STAMPS.
With reference to the Gazette notice dated 

14th June, 1897, announcing the issue of new 
Postage Stamps of id., 2d., 2>£d., and 5s. de
nominations in substitution for the stamps of 
similar denominations then current, and notify
ing that the stamps to be superseded would only 
be recognised as valid for the prepayment of 
postage up to the 31st December, 1.897, anc  ̂ that 
from the 1st January, 1898, anv of such stamps 
>till remaining in the hands of the public might 
be exchanged at face value for stamps of the 
new design, it is nereby notified that His Excel
lency the Governor, with the advice of the 
Executive Council, has approved of the revival 
and extension of the validity of the stamps super
seded bv the above mentioned notice until the 
30th June, 1898.

Such stamps will be recognised as valid for 
the prepayment of postage up to the 30th June 
next, and on and after the 1st July, 1898, only 
the id., 2d., 2%&., and 5s. stamps issued on 
the 22nd June, 1897, and known as the “Record 
Reign” stamps, will be recognised as valid as 
stamps of those ‘respective denominations for the 
prepayment of postage. After that date, how
ever, on application being made at any Post 
Office any of the superseded stamps remaining 
in the hands of the public may be exchanged at 
face value for stamps of the recognised designs.
* “  • JOSEPH COOK.
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ZH (prices of |l&fcimp6+ 1873—1897*
(With some illustrative examples), (

By ADAM SMAIL. 5
(  Continued from  page 55).

11
New Brunswick 1873 _ 1878 1881 1886 1890 1893 1897

1857
3<1. red O 6 — 0 9 O 9
6d. yellow 4 6 — 5 6

I/- violet 21 0 «5 6
1864-65

ic. brown O 2 O I 0 4 — O 4 O 4
ic. mauve 0 2 O I 0 3 — 0 3 O 4
2c. orange 0 3 O I 0 6 — 0 6 O 4
qc. green O 4 O I 0 7 0 2 0 7 0 4 J O 3

1: 0 6
ioc. vermilion O 9 O 2 • 3 0 9 I 3 0 9 0 6
12^c. blue O 9 O 2 1 6 0 8 I 6 0 9 1 O
17c. black I 3 O 4 2 0 t 6 2 O 1 6 1 6

Essay (?)
5c. Connell brown 6 6

2 6 — 0 5 8 6 80 0 18 0
10 0 — 15 0 25 0 90 0 cut cl

60/
■ £ 2 °

____ ___ I 0 2 6 2 6 7 6 7 6
— 0 6 0 6 0 4 0 9 0 4 5 0

0 6 0 6 0 6 0 4 2 6 0 4 1 3
0 2 0 4 0 3 0 4 0 6 0 3 ! 0 6
0 4 0 6 0 4 7 6 J 1 9
0 4 1 6 0 6 2 0 1 6 1 3 2 0
0 6 1 0 0 6 0 9 1 0 2 6 4 0
1 6 1 6 1 6 1 O 3 0 1 O 7 6

£*8
Nova Scotia 

i8 5 7id. red brown
1873 1878 1881 1886

2 6 I 0 2 6 i 6 2 6 I 6 _ _ _
3d. blue I 0 O 3 1 0 0 6 1 O 0 6 — 10  ■

6d. green 3 6 I 6 3  6 1 6 4 6 1 6 "  5 6 1 ‘
I/- violet 21 O IS 0

1860-63 
lc. black 0 2 0 I 0 3 0 2 0 3 0 2 0 6 0 6 0
2c. mauve 0 3 0 I 0 4 0 2 0 4 0 2 0 8 0 4 0

5c. blue 0 4 0 I 0 6 0 1 0 6 0 2 0 6 0 2 0

8*c. green 0 9 O 5 2 6 1 6 2 6 1 6 2 6 — 3
ioc. red I 0 0 2 1 6 0 6 1 6 0 6 I 0 0 6  1
I2ic. black I O O I 19 0 4 1 9 0 4 1 0 0 6  1

St. Lucia 1873 1878 1S8I 1886
1859 !j. d. s+ d» 5. d< s« d. s. d. s» d. s. d. s. d.

id. deep red 0 6 — 0 8 — -- --
4d. ,, blue 2 0 1 6 2 6 1 6 -- --
6d. ,, green 3 0 2 0 3 6 2 6 -- --

1863
id. light red 0 6 _ 0 6
4d. ,, blue 13 0 8 13 1 0 2 6 --
6d. „ green 19 1 O 19 I 6 4 0  —

186s
id. black 0 3 O I 0 3 0 2 0 3 0 2 0 3  0 4
4d. yellow 0 8 0 4 0 8 0 4 0 8 0 4 0 8  0 6
6d. mauve I O 0 4 I 0 0 3 I 0 0 3 1 3 0 4
l/- orange 1 9 0 6 I 9 0 3 I 9 0 3 2 6  0 9
Turk’s Islands 1873 1878 1881 1886

1867 
id. pink 0 3 . 0 3 0 3 0 2 -- 0 6
6d. black I O — 1 O — I O -- --
1/- slate 
Virgin Islands

1 9 > 9 1 9 2 6  —

1866-67 1873 1878 1881 1886
id. green 0 3 — 0 3 — 0 3 -- --
4d. red brown 0 8 —► 0 8 — 0 8 0 8  0 8
6d. rose 1 O — I O — 1 O IO --

1890 1893 1897

— 25 0 20 O 65 0 40 0
1 6 10 0 4 0 35 0 ( I 6 0

25 O i 6
7 6 17 6 £10 0 60 0

I8 5  0 90 0
jfi24
2>24
^ 2 2

6 0 6 1 0 I O 2 O 3 6
8 0 6 1 0 1 0 — ( 4 0

2 O i 3 0
6 0 2 2 0 0 6 30 0 (2  6

1 2 O
6 3 6 7 6 10 0 10 0 25 O
0 I 0 3 6 2 6 6 0 7 6
0 0 9 2 6 2 0 8 0 6 0 i

7 6 f
1890 *893 1897

s, d. 5* d, 5. d. s. d. s. d. s. d.
— — 10  0 — 25 0 50 0
— — 24 0 24 0 120 0 120 0
“ — 40 0 25 0 160 0 120  0

7 6 IS 0 20 0 100 0
2 6 — 7 6 16 0 IS 0 75 0
4 0 — 8 6 20 0 20 O 45 0

0 6 0 6 3 6 4 6 5 0 10 0
1 0 — 7 6 6 0 25 0 10 0
2 0 1 0 15 0 5 0 45 0 12  6

4 0 1 6 18 0 4 6 IOO O 10 0
1890 1893 1897

1 6 0 9 2 6 1 0 6 0 7 6
— — 7 6 7 6 22 6 30 0

3 0 — 5 0 5 0 20 0 20 O

1890 1893 1897
2 6 — 4 0 — 8 6 75 0
3 6  — 5 6 10 6 15 o 30 o
3 6  ---  lo O 20 O j £ l 2  ^ 1 6
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©tgforg of f0e <Butn tigefc fot i%t firef 
<Sngftg0 JJfampg*

(From Official Sources).
. By The Editor.

Manchester, 9 October, 1839.
Sir,—In case you determine to adopt “Labels” 

for the proposed penny postage, I presume each 
stamp will be “gummed” and that a gum will 
be required of the strongest adhesive quality, 
if so, 1 take the liberty of offering to supply the 
Post Office, London, with a manufactured yum  
possessing this property in the highest degree, 
being a purer and stronger gum. than Senegal 
or other foreign gums and at a price 50 per cent, 
cheaper.

I shall feel honoured with a replv, and if 
necessarv can furnish necessarv security for the 
fulfilment of any contracts.

I am, Sir,
Your very obedient servarft,

(Signed) Jno. Rawsthorne.
P.S.—I supply the Calico Printers with the 

article in lieu of Senegal gum.
This letter no doubt addressed to the Secrotary 

of the Post Office is a very clear indication of the 
interest taken by the public in following' up the 
proposed penny postage and the manufacture of the 
stamps, aiflo that the public evidently called stamps 
in those days “ labels."

The above letter was undoubtedly handed over to 
the Treasury, as the following answer will show, 
which is one of the finest specimens of red I ape I 
have come across for some time.

Treasury Chamber-,
October n th , 1839.

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 9th inst., 
relative to the supply of gum in case labels 
should be adopted under the new arrangements. 
I beg to say (in Mr. Hill’s absence) that I con
ceive your proper course will be to address that 
Department, whatever it m.iy be, in whose con
trol the manufacture of the stamps shall actually 
rest.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) Henry Cole
Mr. J. Rawsthorne.
The "Department, whatever it may be" is de

licious. Surely the writer mils* have congratu
lated himself on reading it over as a masterpiece of 
red tape. Would it not have been simpler and better 
to indicate which Department it was? '

Whether Mr. Rawsthorne discovered the " De
partment whatever it may be" or not I cannot 
say : from the following letter it seems however quite 
evident, that he did not address another letter on 
the same subject to the Treasury, as the same is still 
in reply to his letter of the 9 th of October, 1839.

Treasury Chambers,
December 2nd, 1839.

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 9th 
October, describing a gum manufactured by 
you, I am directed by Mr. Hill to request that 
you will have the goodness to transmit for his 
inspection specimens of paper gummed with 
your preparation, and a sample of the gum itself,

and that you will state the price at which you 
can furnish it. '

I am also directed to request, that you would 
state, whether it can be so prepared as that any 
Label so gummed and applied to a letter will 
not become detached if placed near a moist 
newspaper, and whether if sheets of paper simi
larly prepared would adhere to each other if 
placed in bulk.

A reply by return of post is requested.
I am, Sir,

Your obedient and humble servant, 
(Signed) Jno. Ledingham.

On receipt of this letter Mr. Rawsthorne did the 
necessary, and on the 13th of December, 1839, for
warded to London several sheets of paper gummed, 
also full particulars as to the gum itself. Whether 
he at this time sent samples of the gum I am un
fortunately unable to trace.

That the gummed paper met with the approval 
of the Postmaster, Rowland Hill, can be seen from 
the following letter:

Treasury Chambers,
December 19th, 1839.

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge with thanks the 
receipt of your letter of the 13th inst., and to 
say that I shall probably avail myself of your 
otter of asistance.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Rowland Hill.

Mr. John Rawsthorne.
No further letters passed until the 6th of Febru

ary, 1840, when the following was sent from London. 
The gummed sheets must have been thoroughly 
rested in the meantime, and the gum found satis
factory. it seems however, that Mr. liawstlinnie ciul 
not choose the right paper, new samples werp m 
consequence asked for.

11, Downing Street,
February Oth, 1840.

Sir,—With reference, to your letter of Decem
ber 13 to Mr. Rowland Hill, 1 beg to enclose a 
sample of the paper which is recommended for 
the adhesive stamps, and I shall feel obliged, if 
you will have the gum laid upon it in the manner 
you think most likely to answer the purpose, 
and to return it to me, also 1 shall be glad if 
you will give me what information you can as 
to the operation and the room, number of per
sons, etc,, required to prepare about 2x/ i  reams 
per day of sheets each about i8in. x toin. 1 
have written a few questions upon the other side 
which please to send back to me with the answers 
and any further information you may think 
necessary.

My present purpose is to report to the proper 
authorities what preparation is necessary to be 
made so that it may not be requisite to go very 
much into detail, as I can apply to you again 
when the mode of proceeding is decided upon.

There is no ,doubt the wash must be applied 
in London, but lat first I think the solution of 
the gum had better be done in Manchester.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant, 

Edwin Hill.
To John Rawsthorne, Esq.
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Two items in this letter are very interesting; the 
number of sheets thought to he required per day 
namely 1,200, and the term “ wash ” for the gum.

The following letter mentions Messrs. PerkiriH and 
and Co. for the first time as the punters of the 
stamps to be issued and also testifies that the govern
ment already in these days were extremely careful 
to have all impressions returned, whether damaged 
or otherwise.

London, February g, 1840.
Sir,—I have requested Messrs. Perkins and 

Co. to print some impressions upon two new 
samples of paper one of which they recommend 
and the other, the one written 'upon, recom
mended bv a paper maker, and I shall feel 
greatly obliged if you will have both carefully 
gummed, to try whether the print will be injured 
in either case by the gum soaking through the 
paper. When 1 say carefully done 1 mean so 
that the impression may not be smeared or 
dirtied in the operation, in other respects the 
matter should be so conducted as to give the 
print no better chance of remaining uninjured 
than it will have in the real process, otherwise, 
of course, the ex|>eriment will be inconclusive. 
1 shall be glad of any hint or observation which 
may arise in the trial! Will you be good enough 
to transmit the papers to me at n ,  Downing 
Street as soon as they are done and to have this 
put in hand immediately. .

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed) Edwin Hill.
John Rawsthorne, F.sq., Manchester.
P.S., February 12.
Messrs. Perkins and Co. have prepared 5 

specimens, which I shall be glad if you will be 
good enough to put in hand immediately. Will 
you give directions to return all the impression- 
whether damaged or otherwise.

(Signed) E. H.
All these trials do not seem to have satisfied the 

government, as the following letter date I the 2 7 th 
of February, 1840 clearly shows.

Treasury,
February 27th, 1840.

Mr. F’.dwin Hill presents his compliments to 
Mr. Rawsthorne and has enclosed half a sheet 
of paper which he would be obliged if Mr. Raws
thorne would gum on one side only and return 
to Mr. Hill at the earliest possible period with 
such remarks as may occur to Mr. Rawsthorne 
with respect to the fitness of this paper for adhe
sive Labels so far as gumming i-s concerned.

With this letter the official correspondence resins 
to have been closed, and all matters having been 
found satisfactory, the printers were insTucted to 
arrange with Mr. Rawsthorue in regard to the gum.

The next letter is exceedingly interesting for 
several reasons. Firstly we get the exact date, 
when the first contract for printing English stamps 
was signed; secondly the duration of this contract, 
and thirdly, the stipulated time when the stamps 
had to be ready.

6t), Fleet Street, .
London, March 14th, 1840.

Sir,—We have this day completed a contract 
with the Government, in which, much against 
our own wish, we have agreed to furnish the

adhesive matter (and put it upon the back of the 
stamps) as well as the stamps themselves, the 
latter being the only thing we are anxious to do. 
And the Government is desirous that we should 
use the preparation made by you and similar 
to the sample had by Mr. Hill, if not more ex
pensive than we can procure it elsewhere.

Will you therefore oblige us by a letter per 
return of post, stating your price for the article 
dissolved and ready tor use. Whether you can 
furnish a few hundred weight in 20 days ; whether 
it gets injured by laying some time after being 
made ; and in what size casks you would recom
mend its being packed ; please also to state the 
mode of payment, which to us is a matter of 
indifference. The only stipulations we -hall re
quire of you if we arrange with each other are 
1st, that the article shall be always equal to that 
you sent Mr. Hill, and 2nd, that you will always 
let us have a supply on receiving (after the first 
order) two months notice. And on our part we 
have fto objection to agreeing always to take of 
you if w'e arrange at all during our agreement 
with the Government, which is for one year- 
certain.

We have no doubt Joseph C. Dyer, Esq., or 
E. Hurdekin, Esq., Manager of the Hank, .Man
chester, will satisfy you of our respectability and 
responsibility.

As wejhave contracted to be ready for circu
lation in three weeks your immediate attention 
will oblige.

Sir, respectfully,
Your obedient servants, 

(Signed) Perkins, Hacon and Pctch.
J. Rawsthornc, Esq., Manchester.
This letter as also all the following from the 

printers are in the handwriting of Mr. Joshua B. 
Bacon. .

The answer to the above letter I am sorry to say 
1 cannot give, but judging from the following two 
letters must have acted like a bombshell at the 
offices of the printers, as they seem to have gone at 
once to Mr. E. Hill and demanded explanations, 
which can be easily seen from the correspondence. 
They even prevailed upon Mr. Edwin Hill to pen 
the following:

London, March 17th, 1840.
Sir,—I beg to inform you that the Commis

sioners of Stamps and '1'axcs upon whom the 
preparation of Po-tage Stamps has devolved have 
contracted with Messrs. Perkins, Hacon and 
Petch to print the adhesive stamps and in order 
to simplify the matter they have also engaged 
that the same parties shall put on the gum. In 
order to enable these gentlemen to make their 
estimate of term- thev were informed of vour 
offers to supply gum and the prices contained 
in vour letters of December 3 and 13, viz., ^43 
per ton for the drv gum or 2-. per gallon for 
the gum in solution fit for use. Also that in 
vour opinion (Dec. 13) 24s. worth of gum would 
be sufficient for a million stamps of 1 square inch 
each. I am sorrv to perceive from your letter 
to Messrs. Perkins and Co. that your views both 
as to price and as to the quantity requisite for a 
given number of stamps have changed materi
ally since you wrote in December. As, however, 
it is probable that Mr. Hacon will visit Manches
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ter these differences may make matters of con
versation. I beg to say that I shall feel greatly 
obliged if you will afford him all the intorma- 
tion in your power so that he may be enabled 
to effect the purpose in the most speedy, cer
tain and economical manner, and thereby most 
effectually promote the great measure in pro
gress.

I am, Sir,
Your very obedient servant,

Edwin Hill.
John Rawsthorne, Esq.
Edwin Hill spoke truly of the “ great measure in 

progress,” yet even neither himself nor Rowland 
Hill could foresee the far reaching and tremendous 
effect of the penny post.

Continuing on the same sheet of paper we come 
to the following letter written by Mr. Joshua B. 
Bacon:

London, March 17b, 1840.
Sir,—We thank you for the prompt reply to 

our letter of the 14th inst-, but regret to find as 
Mr. Hill has mentioned above that both your 
price and the number which can be gummed 
from a given quantity differ materially from 
what you had stated to Mr. R. Hill and Mr. 
l.edingham. As we have been induced to agree 
upon a price for gumming which under the new 
light will never answer. As time, however, will 
not admit of delay our Mr. Bacon purposes if 
he can possibly accomplish it to go down to 
Manchester on Friday or Saturday next in order 
to see if an arrangment can be made with you. 
We were led by the Government to think and 
we believed it, that if any difference was made it 
would be in our favour as tradesmen and not 
against us, and we cannot give the price you 
now ask, and still keep the price to the Govern
ment which their representations taken from 
your letters induced them to make to us.

A line by return of post giving your address 
will oblige us, as the writer cannot be gone 
longer from home than is absolutely necessary.

We are, Sir,
Very respectfully,

Your humble servants, 
(Signed) Perkins, Bacon and Petch.

John Rawsthorne, Esq.
Mr. Rawsthome must have complied with this 

request for his address, as the next document we 
come to is an agreement drawa up by Mr. Joshua B. 
Bacon himself in Manchester, as follows:

Perkins, Bacon and Petch will agree with Mr. 
Rawsthorne to give him the price he asks in his 
letter of the 15th instant, viz., forty-eight shil
lings per hundred weight of the dry gum such as 
he sent samples to Government last month sub
ject to 5 per cent, discount delivered in London 
and payable ten days after delivery instead of 
2% per cent.discount in 30 days for payment" 
PM B. and P. to be fully informed how to mix it 
and engaging to purchase all they require of 
Mr. R. so long as they supply the Government, 
and not to divulge it to anyone.

Manchester, March 21st, 1840.
Sir,—I beg to acknowledge your letter of this 

date and will accept one of the two propositions

therein contained and let you know which by 
Tuesday London Mail.

J. B. Bacon, 
for self and partners.

J. Rawsthorne, Esq.
The last two communications are both on the 

same sheet of paper, and were undoubtedly written 
in Manchester by Mr. Bacon.

On his return to London, he wrote the following 
letter:

London, March 24th, 1840.
Sir,— 1 promised to write you this evening and 

therefore drop a line to say that having dis
covered on trial that the improved gum you 
gave me is much less, and the specimen of the 
dry gum a little less adhesive than your Decem
ber samples sent to the Government, and only 
an hour having elapsed since I proved it by 
comparison with your inferior samples as you 
consider them, 1 must have another mail' to 
reflect upon what ought to be done. As you 
seemed so positive of the superiority of the "last 
over the former samples, and only give me the 
two pieces of paper with the two kinds upon 
them, after we had closed our business 1 did 
think it necessary to test them there.

I am, sir, respectfully,
Your humble "servant,

J. B. Bacon.
. Rawsthorne, Esq.
his letter was followed by another by next mail, 

finally concluding all arrangements.
69, Fleet Street, London,

March 25th, 1840.
John Rawsthorne, Esq.
Sir,—We beg now to say that we will take 

your gum in the dry state, similar in every re
spect as to colour and adhesiveness to the sample 
sent by you on the 3rd December, 1839 (a^‘ 
dressed to Mr. Ledingham, Treasury Chambers, 
London), or better, 1 corse will not do ; it being 
understood that you will supply us with five hun
dred weight in fourteen days from this date, 
and any further quantity that we may require 
from time to time at one month notice, furnish
ing us on or before the delivery of the first parcel 
of the article with the proper mode of rendering 
it into solution fit for use, for which we agree 
to pay vou forty-eight shillings per cwt., 2% per 
cent, discount off and half the expense of car
riage to London to be borne bv you, payment 
to be made in ten days after delivery of each 
parcel in London ; we also agree to take all we 
w.ant of you for the period of one year, that 
being the term of our contract with Government. 
We beg to observe that neither of the samples 
brought to I.ondon by our Mr. Bacon possess 
the adhesive quality necessary for the purpose, 
as thev both peeled off after having been stuck 
on paper some time, the lighter one more readily 
than the other.

We are, Sir, respectfully,
* Your obedient servants, 

(Signed) Perkins, Bacon and Petch.
Mr. Bacon adds to this the following in liis own 

handwriting:
P.S. The above being the agreement we 

came to on Saturday last the 21st inst. at Man
chester, you will please drop a line by return of



fs. IOO Philatelic J ournal of G reat Britain. Hay 16, 1S9S.

post acknowledging the same, but no variation 
can be(made as there is no time for delay, and 
you can go on after the quantity above named, 
in making one ton more. We will write you 
about the wire as soon as we decide whether to 
use it.

P., B. and P.
We think you had better send us one or two 

pounds as soon as possible so as to see that all 
is right.—P., B. and P.

The next letter simply acknowledges the receipt of 
the gum, but as yet the work has not got beyond 
the experimental stage.

London, April 7th, 1840.
Sir,—We have now received and tried the gum 

as well as samples sent by you, and wish the 
ton you are about making to be like the No. 1 
sample, as that is lighter and better in every way 
than the others. We shall not get at work until 
Monday next, and cannot therefore yet tell how 
it will act upon the paper as to creasing, but fear 
the gum will dry faster than the paper, and thus 
trouble us with cockling. You can draw a check 
on us for the cask sent as agreed. The next 
supply may arrive any time you please, within 
six weeks.

We are Sir, respectfully,
Your obedient servants,

(Signed) Perkins, Bacon and Petch.
J. Rawsthorne, Esq.

Manchester.
From the foregoing it is evident that the printers 

intended to begin gumming the sheets about the 
13th of April, 1340. Unforeseen circumstances must 
have delayed the manufacture of the stamps, which 
should have been delivered the first week in April, 
according to the letter dated March 14th.

However the gumming process was reached at last, 
and I have no doubt that my readers will peruse the 
next letter with very great interest; in my own 
opinion it is really the best, philatelically speaking, 
of the lot,

London, April 22nd, 1840.
Dear Sir,—Your draft for £10 19s 2d, the 

amount of the bill for the first gum received was 
presented on the 16th inst., and duly paid.

We have now been five days occupied in gum
ming the Stamps, and the difficulties we have 
met with are beyond description ; some of them 
were natural to a new business in which we had 
never had any experience, and as far as the time 
required for drying goes, and the cockliny after 
pressing/we are better off than we expected to be ; 
but after various experiments we find

1st.—That three persons can only gum and 
dry 600 sheets in 12 hours, whereas we shall 
probably require five times that quantity.

2nd.—That unless the gum is laid on rather 
thick, it will not adhere to the letter, when wet 
and put upon it, and consequently that it will not 
go near so far as you supposed.

3rd.—That after perfectly gumming the sheets 
it frequently happens that the gum separates, 
and leaves large spots upon the sheet, where the 
gum hat not taken at all. We do not believe 
this is owing to any fault in the gum, but in the 
bleaching of the rag or sizing of the paper at the 
mill.

4th.—That the sheets do cockle and thus 
trouble us, while drying, and before we get them 
into the glazed boards for pressing.

If you can assist us by any suggestions we shall 
we glad to hear from you, tor at present the cost 
to us of gumming is ruinous.

In the act of gumming we have tried three 
plans, one was placing the sheets under a tym- 
pan—another was to place them in piles and 
gum the top, and remove them as done—and the 
last is nlacing them singly upon a block a frac
tion smaller than the sheet, and this is the best 
mode of the three.

We are, Dear Sir, respectfully,
Your humble servants, 
Perkins, Bacon and Petch.

J. Rawsthorne, Esq.
Whether Mr. Rawsthorne could give them any 

advice I do not know, if he did, his letter was not 
answered. On the 5 th of May however, he wrote 
asking for some of the new stamps, and also some 
envelopes (no doubt Mulready’s) to be sent to him. 
The answer to thi3 is as follows:

London, May 8th, 1840.
Dear Sir,—Your favour of the 5th inst. was 

received,^md should have been answered yester
day, but the writer was so pressed with business 
and ill besides, as to prevent it. We have now 
the pleasure of enclosing you as requested:

One sheet of Adhesive penny labels ^ 1 0 0
24 Envelopes of one penny each is 0 2 6

£1 2 6
which is to your debit.

We are oi course getting on better with the 
gumming than at first, but we have had no im
proved paper yet, and it will take 3 men to do 
1,250 per day when we have done our best. We 
regret to say that the gum does not adhere to 
glazed writing paper, alhough it does to that 
which is not much pressed, and we are trying to 
obviate this difficulty which we supposed the 
Government in their intercourse with you had 
satisfactorily ascertained. This we must over
come by some means. The difficulty is that the 
high polish prevents the gum getting below it, 
so as to reach the fibre of the paper, and it thus 
has nothing to adhere to.

The run so far upon our Labels very far ex
ceeds the Envelopes and Covers.

We have tried the solution sent by you, and 
its colour is good, but it does not adhere any 
better than that we are using, and not so well 
if weakened in the least.

We are, Dear Sir, respectfully,
Your obedient servants, 

CSigned) Perkins, Bacon and Petch.
W. T- Rawsthorne.
The above letter is very interesting on account of 

the number of stamps that could be manufactured 
per Hav. viz., 1 ,250  sheets—300 ,000  stamps. That 
the public preferred the stamps to the Mulready en
velopes is of course now well known.

The sheet that was sent to Mr. R&wsthorne must 
have been one of the first sheets printed, unfortu
nately every stamp has been used, as I cannot find 
any trace of them amongst his papers.

The gum seems to have given satisfaction, and 
nothing occnrs to make the letters contain anything 
more than accounts of deliveries and payments.
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The following: letter from Rowland Hill however 
claims our attention again, but I am sony to say 
I cannot give the answer to it, which must have 
been satisfactory, as no further mention of the 
matter is made.

11, Downing Street,
Dec. 21, 1840.

Sir,—Having had my attention directed to a 
paragraph which lately appeared in a Liverpool 
paper, stating that the gum on the Postage 
Labels produced cancer on the tongue, I am 
desirous of being informed of the ingredients of 
which the gum is composed (if you have no ob
jection to afford the information), with the view 
of allaying all apprehension on the subject by 
making thS Ingredients publickly {sic) known.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) Rowland Hill.

Mr. J. Rawsthorne.
Mr. Rowland Hill adds in his own writing:
P.S. If you should feel any objection to the 

composition of the gum being made public, 
please to say whether or not it contains anything 
which can affect the tongue, or what will perhaps 
be still better, address a letter to some of the 
London papers, stating that you are the manu
facturer of the gum, and that it does not contain 
anything deleterious.

The next letter of interest is dated March 9 th, 
1842, showing clearly that several qualities of paper 
must have been used for the manufacture of the 
stamps; unfortunately, the writer is not explicit 
enough that philatelists might get a hint what to 
look for.

London, March 9th, 1842.
Dear Sir,—I am obliged to you for sending 

the newspaper, but I have learnt to pay little 
attention to such statements. Both the Govern
ment and ourselves know that a few weeks back 
some of the paper was bad, and one of its bad 
Qualities were the not taking the gum well. If 
the complaint refers to these it is well founded, 
and has been long since known—but at all other 
times since we were full under way, the gum re
quired and actually put on the Labels has been 
much more than you estimated would be 
requisite, and has cost considerably more than 
we are paid for it, and has been amply sufficient 
for the purpose intended.

We therefore see no occasion to give our 
people the instructions you propose, viz., “ not to 
spare the gum,” but shall leave them with their 
old instructions to gum them effectually.

1 am, dear Sir, respectfully, 
Your humble servant,

Joshua B. Bacon.
J. Rawsthorne, Esq.
The advice of the manufacturer of the gum is 

rather good, but evidently the printers did not look 
at the matter in the same light as Mr. Rawsthorne.

All went well until the middle of 18 4 5 , when the 
following letter and statement was sent.

London, June 28, 1845.
Dear Sir,—We understood you to state, when 

in town that you would call again, but regret to 
say we did not see you. On the other side you 
have a report from the writer's son, who superin

tends the Postage business, which we beg your 
attention to, as it fully explains the operation of 
the last lot of gum.

We would only add that if we can use the gum 
without boiling, either by mixing with cold 
water or boiling water, without weakening its 
adhesiveness, it would be very desirable, ana are 
dear Sir,

Respectfully,
Your humble servants, 

Perkins, Bacon and Petch.
John Rawsthorne, Esq.
Attached to this is the following: 

STATEMENT RESPECTING THE GUM
USED FOR THE POSTAGE STAMPS.
On the 12th of April last, we commenced using 

the last batch of gum sent from Manchester, and 
although up to that very day we had been much 
troubled by spotting, it then ceased almost en
tirely, and continued to work well as long as we 
were using the first two casks of gum which we 
opened. The gum however was in several res
pects different from that previously (and since) 
received and in every other particular, except 
that of not spotting, was of an inferior quality. 
It remained in a liquid state but a very short 
time, so much so that in 36 hours viz. from 
Saturday night till Monday morning, it became 
so far solid as to make it impossible to get it out 
of the cask without pouring boiling liquid into 
it, and then was a very tedious process indeed. 
In consequence of this the quantity of gum used 
was reduced from 5lbs to the gallon to 4, and 
though this mitigates the cost it did not alto
gether cure it. This gum when spread on the 
sheets showed no gloss at all, when we used 5 
lbs to the gallon, and though (contrary to what 
might have ben expected) it was better in this 
respect when 4lbs to the gallon was the quantity, 
yet it never looked well. The consequence was 
that it proved much less adhesive than 
formerly, and in fact when wetted, as it at other 
times required, it would not stick at all, but if 
more thoroughly moistened would adhere, but 
not nearly so well as it ought. The above re
marks applv to the first two casks, which were 
opened out of the last batch, but when we come 
to use the third wc found it similar to that 
formerly sent, The gloss and adhesiveness were 
as thev had previously been, and ought to be, 
and wc were able to return to the old quantity 
of Obs to the gallon. At the same time the ten
dency to spot returned, and though we do not 
happen to be much troubled at present, we have 
all the old appearances, and the spotting more or 
less without any apparent regulating cause.

The inferences from the foregoing facts, Mr. 
Rawsthorne, can make for himself, but it ap
pears to the writer that they prove.

1st.—That there is a difference in the gum 
sent, which is- of the greatest importance to 
avoid. ■

2nd.—That if the not spotting qualities of the 
one kind could be combined wih the glos, ad
hesiveness and solubility of the other, a great 
benefit would be done to our process.
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The writer has been unable to discover any 
difference in the marks of the respective casks, 
as many of them had been destroyed, except 
that one of the first two used was marked with a 
1 in white.

This is the last letter that has so far been found; 
next month the opinion of an expert on the chemis
try of gum and the causes of soluifying etc., will be 
given.

Qtofes on gome Sorgeriec in f$e <£arfg 
Japanese Jgeuee*

13Y J. W. UALLANTYNE, M.D.
Read before the Scottish Philatelic Society, 

April 11, 1898.

There is much in the nature of Japanese 
stamps, both old and recent, to render their 
forgery difficult. The peculiarities of the sym
bols, the nature of the paper, and the shades 
of the colours used, all seem to conspire to pro
tect the philatelist from imposture. If this, 
however, be the first opinion of the collector who 
turns to the issues of Japan, it will not long 
remain his only opinion, but will very soon be 
replaced by another and a widely different one. 
He will soon learn that the difficulties in the way 
of the forger who lives outside of Japan, do not 
practically exist when that individual is himself 
a Jap, and a dweller in the “ Land of the Rising 
Sun.” The Japanese symbols in their minutest 
detail are well-known to him, the peculiar paper 
(thick or thin native laid or native wove), is easily 
procurable, and the pigments are those in 
common use. Further the well-known manual 
skill of the Jap comes to his aid, and he is able 
to turn out an article which is certainly a thing 
of beauty, although it may not be, to the phila
telist, a joy for ever. Hence it comes that 
Japanese forgeries of Japanese stamps constitute 
a very difficult problem for the careful collector 
to solve. So much is this the case that so emi
nent an authority as the A<lrctnce<l CtiUndorx’ 
Catalogue of Caiman states that the only certain 
wav is to reconstruct the sheet of which the sus
pected stamp is a part, and fit it into its place. 
I do not pretend to a knowledge sufficient to 
overcome the difficulties of detection, but I have 
been able with the help of my friend Mr. Fukuda, 
a Japanese medical student at our University, 
to work out certain of the more evident signs 
of forgery which are to be recognised on Japan
ese stamps of all the issues.

Some little time ago 1 purchased a collection 
containing many fair stamps which had been 
picked up by a naval engineer during a voyage 
round the world, but whose strength lay in its 
Japanese issues. In transferring some of these 
to my Album for Japan, 1 was at once struck 
by slight differences in shades of colour and by 
almost indescribable minor details in general 
appearance, which served to render me suspici
ous of their genuineness. I asked Mr. Fukuda, 
who is not a collector, to come to my aid, and 
together we went over the whole series with a

result which, while it could not be called satis
factory, was at any rate completely definite.

• They were all forgeries except some Revenue, 
Medicine, and Tobacco Stamps of no value.

When I say that they were all forgeries, 1 
mean that each one bore on its face symbols 
which signified either “ zo m o” (read from right 
to left, of course), or “ko san.” About the 
first of these (mo zo), Mr. Fukuda had 
no doubt it meant “ imitation m ake” and was 
evidently the exact equivalent of “ Facsimile ” 
as found on some American issues. About 
“ san ko,” however, there was some little diffi
culty, as the words might be translated “ for 
consideration” or “ for reference;” and Mr. 
Fukuda thought that, as 1 suggested, they might 
even be rendered freely “ specimen.” Further 
they were all postmarked as if used. Probably 
the postmarks were also forged, but in a few 
instances it looked as if the stamps had really 
been through the post, for they were cancelled 
with two symbols in an oblong, signifying “ not 
sufficient.” In these last named cases I take it 
that the postal authorities had recognised their 
spurious character, and regarding the letter, 
therefore, as practically unpaid, had so stamped 
it. Since the “mozo” and “san ko” signs did 
not occupy the same place on the various issues, 
and since in some they were almost microscopic, 
it may not be amiss if I describe in a few words 
the leading types. 1 shall hand round genuine 
stamps and forgeries as far as possible in suc
cession, so that comparisons mav be instituted.

With regard to the 1871 or “ Mons ” issue, 1 
found the “ san ko” symbols always near the 
central inscription between the two dragons. 
These symbols looked like little gnats or flies 
fluttering near the noses of the dragons, or situ
ated one on each side of the lapanese character, 
signifying “ mons.” The dragons themselves 
had much more distinct outlines than those on 
stamps which 1 believe to be genuine.

In the 1,872 issue with the same “dragon” design 
but perforated, 1 also found the “san ko” or 
“ Specimen ” symbols in much the same position 
either near the dragons’ noses or in the lower 
part of the central space, one on each side of 
the Japanese word “ sens.” In one instance I 
round the “mo zo” (“imitation make”) symbol 
—on a one sen, pale blue, on native laid papet. 
In the next issue (1872, with chrysanthemum 
and wreath), were instances of both “ mozo” and 
“ san ko” symbols, always placed just above the 
crossed branches in the lower part of the central 
design.

The 1873 issue both on th-in native wove and 
thick F.uropean wove paper showed the “ mo 
zo” symbols in much the same place just above 
the crossed branches of the wreath. The 1874 
issue generally speaking resembled the previous 
ones in the position of the “ mo zo” symbols, 
only since in this case the syllabic frame was 
situated over the crossed branches of the wreath, 
the symbols came to lie above the frame. In 
the 6 sen type the symbols were higher up, nearer 
the centre of the stamp, and one on each side of 
the chrysanthemum. In this issue only one
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specimen (the 30 sen grey), bore the “san ko” 
symbols.

In a 20 sen purple or violet, without the sylla
bic (probably 1874), I found the “ san ko ” marks 
in a new position, one on each side above the 
value in the lower part of the centre—the 
“ san ” being above the E of “ Sen ” and the “ko” 
above the o of “20.”

In the interesting 1875 issue, that showing the 
bird design, the “ san ko ” symbols alone were 
found, but the stamps bearing them differed 
markedlv in colour shades from the genuine 
ones. In the 12 sen the “ san ko ” symbols were 
one on each side of the neck of the bird, near the 
centre of the design, in the 15 sen they were just 
above the foliage One on each side of the bird ; 
and in the 45 sen they were close upon the 
ground on which the bird rests. I found no 
“ mo zo” marks in this issue.
■ In the later 1875 issue were chiefly “ mo zo” 
and only occasionally “ san ko” signs, usually 
situated just above the frame containing the 
syllabic. In the 6 sen orange, however, the 
symbols were in the garter, that on the right 
side being just above the buckle, and below the 
Japanese character signifying “ sen.”

The 1876 issue of the 5 sen in emerald green 
showed the “ mo zo” marks also in the garter, 
the “ zo” being above the buckle and below the 
“ sen” character, while the “ m o” was in a cor
responding position on the opposite side of the 
design.

Such were the issues bearing the “ san ko ” and 
“ mo zo” marks; but in a later issue I found 
the “ san ko” symbols once more, namely in the 
50 sen scarlet, of 1879. In this case the symbols 
were situated one on each side of the word “sen” 
in the lower central tablet. In the right hand 
unner corner of this stamp the words “ Japanese 
Post” appeared as “ Japanese Tost,” and alto
gether this was a very inferior type of forgery 
compared with those of the earlier issues.

I trust these notes may be of some help in en
abling other members of the Scotti>h Philatelic 
Society to w-eed out evident forgeries from among 
the Tans in their collections.

Oceania £afafo&ue.

TAHITI.
1882. Stamps of the French colonies of 1877 

tvpe, imperf., surcharged 25c. between two 
parallel lines in black.

25c. on 35c. black on orange.
25c. on 40c. vermilion on straw' (?).
1884. Colonies type of 1881 (figure of com

merce), surcharged “Tahiti,” and figure of 
value between two parallel lines in black. 
Perf. 14 x 13)4.

5c. on 20c. red on green.
10c. on 20c. ,, ,,
25c. on ifr. olive-green.

Varieties: (a). Surcharge inverted.
5c. on 20c. red on green. ■

io c . on 20c. ,, ,,

25c. on ifr. olive-green.
(6) Vertical surcharge, reading upwards.

5c. on 20c. red on green, 
ioc. on 20c. ,, „
25c. on ifr. olive-green.
1893. Same type. Surcharged “Tahiti” dia

gonally in black, 
ic. black on bluish.
2C. brown on s t r a w .
4c. purple-brown on grey.
5c. green on pale green, 

ioc. black on lilac.
15c. blue.
20c. red on green.
25c. black on rose.
35c. black on orange.
75c. carmine on rose, 

ifr. olive-green.
Note.—This surcharge is generally from 

lower left to upper right corner, but is also found 
reading downwards from upper left to lower 
right corner.
1893. Same types, surcharged horizontally 

“1893. Ta&iti,” in two lines in black.
5c. green on pale green, 

ioc. black on lilac.
15c. blue.
20c. red on green.
25c. black' on rose.
75c. carmine on rose, 

ifr. olive-green.
Postage Due Stamps.

1893, Colonies type of 1884, surcharged (a) 
“Tahiti” diagonally in black; (?») “ 1893. 
Tahiti” in two lines in black.

U )
re. black.

M 
» »
1?
>>

»>

lfr. brown.
2frs. ,,

(JJ ).
ic. black.
2C. „
3 C- ,»
4C* „
5C- »

ioc. „
15c. „
20c. „
joc- »
40c. „
60c. „

ifr. brown. _
2frs. „ 1 .
NOTE.—The second Stamp chronicled is of 

somewhat doubtful authenticity. All the issues 
of 1893 are strongly tainted with the suspicion

2 C .
3 C-
4 C.
5 C-

10c.
15c.
20c.
30c.
40c.
60c.
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that they were made rather for philatelic than 
postal use. At the date of issue the general 
series of the now current colonial type for the 
establishments in Oceania was almost ready, 
and these surcharges appear to have been rushed 
out a *ew week’s previously for no apparent 
reason other than to supply collectors with new 
varieties.

From the Australian Philatelist.

BRITISH EMPIRE.
British Bechuanalaod. We have received a set of 

the new stamps surcharged ‘ BECHUANA- 
LAND PROTECTORATE ’ on the current 
l/ i ,  i, 2, and 4d. Great Britain.

British Central Africa. We have copies of the 3/- 
surcharged in two lines ‘ ONE’—‘ PENNY.’

id carmine on 3/- green. ^
Canada. We hoar that the French speaking portion 

of the inhabitants are complaining of the new 
stamps, there being no figure of value on them. 
It is probably that the type will be modified by 
replacing the maple leaf in the corner with the 
figure of value. In the meanwhile another 
Letter-Card has been issued.

I..C . ic. green.
Hong Kong. The new i£. Stamp is on the 96c. 

printed in black. We have the 30c. surcharged 
* 10’ ‘CENTS’ and Chinese characters.

toe. in black on 30c. green.
New Zealand. These new stamps having been 

printed by Messrs. Waterlow nave the perfora
tions most irregular, measuring 14 to 15 simple 
and compound. We believe the machine used 
is a single line machine with the needles some
what irregular. We would advise our readers 
take no note of these varieties as they are quite 
on a par with the early Perkins, Bacon & Co.’s 
perforations. They will have plenty of varieties 
when the stamps are printed in New Zealand.

Queensland. We understand that the 6d. has ap
peared with the head on plain ground and figures 
in the corners. The sheet is made up of blocks 
of four.

6d green (head on whitej.
Sierra Leone. W e have found another variety of 

the 2|£d. on the Fiscals of the 1 /- and 2/• value. 
The new variety may be called Type i. A as it is 
similar to Type i., but has a large ‘ d.’ to 2#d.'

2jd . on is. (fiscal) Type i. A.
aid. on as. „  „  ,

Straits Settlements. Johore. It is rumoured that 
the following will be issued very shortly :—

ioc green and black.
25c. „  violet.
50c. ,, carmine.

Pahang. The 5c. has at last been issued, 
and other values have been issued surcharged 
‘ Pahang ’ on the Perak stamps. The 1 and 5$. 
will probably also follow.

ioc. black, blue and orange.
35c. it green and carmine.
50c. ,, lilac and black.

Zanzibar. The Post Office chronicles in the collection 
of a genial New Yorker strips of three of the 
2, 3 i Sr- surcharged on India. The right hand 
stamp of each strip is the error with the ‘ r ’ of 
* Zanzibar ’ inverted, while the middle stamp 
has the word spelt ‘ Zanziba ’ which we believe 
has not yet been chronicled, 

ar. black, brown and rose, error 1 Zanziba.'
3r* >< i> green, „  „
jr . ,, purple and blue, „  ,,

OTHER COUNTRIES.
Belgium. The Timbre 1 'oste chronicles an error, 

namely, the 2c. printed on the paper used for 
the Parcel Post Stamps with watermark.

2c. yellow, watermarked Arms
Bulgaria. A correspondent of the Monthly Journal 

has found two copies of the current 15s. printed 
in the colour of the 30s.

15s. brown, error.
Chili. Of the new issue of Postage Due Stamps the 

following values also exist besides those men
tioned last month. All values are printed on 
the same sheet, the arrangement of which is the 
same as that mentioned as the second setting up.

F.D . 1 , 6, S, roc. carmine on white, perf. 13V
Denmark. Iceland. Of the recently issued ‘ 3 ’ on 

5a., not only are there two varieties of the word
* prir ’ but also of the figure ‘ 3,’ one with a round 
and the other with a flat top.

Ecuador. The A .f.P . reports a fiscal stamp used 
poslally. The design differs from that hitherto 
known as postal fiscals and has the date at top
* 1897-1898.’

ioc perf. 14, Fiscal Postal.
Egypt. We have received from Mr. A. Sempad copies 

of the Postage Due 2 piastres surcharged dia- 
gonaly ‘ 3 M1 LLIEMES’ and Arabic charac- 
teis. This stamp has been specially created by 
the following Official Circular:—

“  A c c o rd in g  to  th e a rra n g e m e n ts  in  fo rce , th e 
ra te  fo r  le tte rs  to  an d  fro m  su b a lte rn  o fficers  an d  
s o ld ie rs  o f  th e E g y p t ia n  A r m y  in  g a rr iso n s  o n  th e 
fro n t ie r , a s  w e ll  a s  at S u a k im  a n d  T o k a r ,  is 
f ix e d  a t  3  m illi^ m e s in  c a se  o f  p re p a y m e n t, an d  

"6  m illie m e s  in  th e  c o n tra ry  case .
“ This arrangement is, consequently, appli

cable to the soldiers forming part of the Soudan 
expedition, and, considering that these soldiers 
are very often in places where they cannot obtain 
postage stamps, it has been decided to collect 
on letters which are not prepaid the single rate 
of 3 milliSmes instead of 6 milliimes. Incon
sequence, on every letter duly signed by the 
Commander of the corps to which the sender 
belongs, and coming from a patt of the Soudan 
where there is no post office, only 3 mil. rate is

- to be charged. In order to allow of the collec
tion of this rate, the administration ts going to 
have the 2 piastre unpaid letter stamps sur
charged 3 miltiemes, but until they are ready 
the rate of 3 mils, is to be represented by an 
unpaid letter stamp of 2 mils, plus the half of a 
2 mil. unpaid letter stamp cut diagonally.”

P.D . a +  £ 2m. green =  3m.
5m. in black on api. orange.

France. According to the T.P. the reply paid Pneu- 
mafic Letter Card has appeared with ‘ REPUB- 
LIQUE FRANCA1SE ’ at top and perforated 
I instead of F. The cards perf. F exist with 
perforation io as well as 13}4 .

P.L .C . if. black oil rose, new formula and parforation.
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Haiti. According to the T.P. there has been a dearth 
of 2c. stamps and the Administration took the 
the 20c brown of 1893-5 and surcharged them. 
These not being sufficient some thousands of the 
current 20c. were also surcharged. The sur
charge is the same as that used in 1890 and 1892. 
The following is the list of the new stamps being 
printed in Paris with a watermark ' R H ’ and 
perforated.

*c, in red on 20c. brown. •
ac. „  20c. orange,
ic. blue. | 5c. green,
ac. rose. I 7c. grey.
3c. lilac. I 20c. yeliow.

Japan. Two new values of the Post Cards have been 
issued.

P.C. 4S. violet-brown on buff.
. 4  d" 4s* m . »t .Persia. The Collectionneur chronicles the new wrap

pers and cards. The wrappers are similar to the 
current ones, while the cards have the head of 
the new Shah on the stamps.

W. 2s. brown on yellowish, size 300 X Is mm.
3s. violet ,, ,,
6s. orange .. ,,

P.C. 2s. brown on buff.
2 + 25. „ „

5s. rose „S "b 5s* 1 * i- .Portugal. The Postage Due set has appeared and is 
similar to the V. de Gama series, showing the 
reception of de Gama by the Sultan Samorin. 
They are inscribed at bottom ‘ CONTINENTE’ 
and are lithographed perforated 12.

P.D. sr. black.
ror. „  violet. * 
aor. ,, flesh.
$or. „  grey-blue, 

loor. ,, rose on rose, 
aoor. ,, brown on carmine.

Arabic at right with Arabic inscriptions above 
and below. The stamps are printed in sheets 
of 12 and are perforated 13, not only horizon
tally and vertically in squares but also across 
the corners. 300,000 only are said to have 
been printed. We fear that at the best they are 
very speculative.

lOpJL green, 
aopa rose, 

ip i, blue, 
api. orange.
Spi. mauve.

ERRORS AND MINOR VARIETIES.
Bahamas According to the M.J. the 2#d. is now 

deep blue instead of ultramarine.
France. Levant. According to the Amides Timbrts 

the Jaffa office ran out of ipi. stamps, and on 
February 4th and 5th was compelled to use the 
2pi. stamp cut in half as ipi.

Guatemala. The Post Office notes two types of the 
1894 surcharge, the date ‘ 1894 ’ measuring 
14mm. or 11 Jsm. I he 2c. on 100c., 6c. on 150c. 
and toe. on 200c. exist in both types, while 
the ic. on 2c. and the 10c. on 75c. exist only 
with surcharge measuring 14mm.

Portugal. Macao. Mr. Benjamin denies that the 
IOC green has been surcharged ‘ 2 avos.’

Roumauia. Not only have the current stamps ap
peared perforated 13# and then 11% all round, 
but all except the three highest values have 
appeared with compound perforations.

Siam. There are two varieties of the lately issued 
‘ 4Atts.' on 12a., one considerably larger than 
the other.

Portugal and Colonies. The Vasco de Gama Post
Cards have been issued. There are 8 varieties 
of the ior. and 4 of the 20r. for each set (84 in 
all). The ior. have various designs on the front, 
while the 20r. have the designs on the back. 
All have a stamp with the head of the King.

Spain We find that we have not chronicled the full 
set of the War Stamps, only having mentioned 
the 5c. The other values are :—

W.T. toe. green.
25c. ..
ip. rose.SP- . .  . .

The stamp for the Chamber of Deputies in
stead of rose is now : —

Off-.  — blue, 14 perf.
Fernando Po. The T.P. has received the 6c. 

surcharged ‘ 5c ’ in oval in black as well as red.
SC. in black on 6c. violet.

Cuba and Porto Rico. Though 4m. stamps 
were issued at both these places, they were 
immediately bought up by speculators and it is 
doubtful if further printings will take place. 
In addition to the two 4m. stamps, the Cuba 4c. 
and the Porto Rico 4 and 5c. were also I nought 
up. There were only small supplies of these 
values sent to the Colonies, 50,000 of the Cuba 

t 4m. and 20,000 of the Cuba 4c.
Switzerland. It is said that the current toe., is now 

printed in red.
Turkey. Of the type of the 1892 Post Card. There 

has appeared 
P.C. 2op. dull rose on green.

Thessaly. A set of stamps have been issued 
for use here during the Turkish occupation. The 
design of the stamp, which is octagonal, has the 
Thougra in upper centre with a view of Larissa 
below, value in European figures at left and in

The following have held sales since last report:—
Mr. IIadi.ow, 124th and 125th sales, April 12th and 

13th.
Messrs. V e n t o m , B u l l., & C o o p e r , 109th sale, 

April 14th and 15th.

51A France, if. vermiliont............
108 Mecklenburg, 4/4 s., rouletted
118 Naples, tf t . ,  Armst ............
162 Saxony, Env., Stamp to right, 5ng 

red-violet ... ... ...
Spain, 1851, 2r. ............

,, 1852, 2r., p a ir .............
2r., ... £7 15 o

2142 l 6
217-8 || *«•(
2 1 9  l> 1853 .  2 f .  , ....................
229 Zurich, 4r., vertical hr.es ...
231 Tuscany, 2s..............................
232 „  60c............................
240c. & d . Wurtemburg, 70k.* ...
241-2 Ceylon, imperf,, 2/- ... £$
318 Sierra Leone, imperf., fid* ... 
324 B. Columbia, perf. 12^, i9 * ...

£, s.
• 3 10 0
• 5 10 0
• 13 0 0

- 3 10 0
• 17 15 0

IS 10 0
& 3 0 0
• 4 <5 0
. to 5 0
• 3 0 0
- 7 10 0
h 3 3 0
* 3 0 0
• 3 0 0
.. 2 0 0
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340 U.S., Justice, 90c.* ........................
378 Tobago, id. on % 6d., pairt ... ...
386 Turks Island, j£d. on 4<1 pair ...
414 Mexico,. Eagle, 3C>* .......................
438 N.S. Wales, iroperf., 6d. light brown, 

pair* ... ... ... ... ...
N. Zealand, blue paper, id., apparently* 
Tasmania, serrated perf., 2d., pairt4 3 9

4 5 4
456
4 5 7

6
5 
3 
2

6 
2 
9

37

10
o
o

16

10
12
10
oVictoria, 1st issue, id., block of 14* ...

.. 1857-63, star, id. green, roul.
at sides, imperf. horizontally* ... 7 10 o

Mr. Gray, 10th and 11th sales, April 14th and 15th 
(Glasgow).

Messrs. P u rr iC K  & S impson, April 19th, 20th, and
21st.

Messrs. Chevei.ky & Co., 125th sale, April 23rd. 
Mr. H adlow, I26ih sale, April 25th.

85 Naples, J£t., cross ... ... ... 3 0 0
86 N. Brunswick, 1/-, poor .............  2 6 0

i n  Saxony, 3pf. ..................................  3 0 0
Messrs. Burn. & Co., 48th sale, April 26th.

. , ,  Puttick & S impson, May 3rd and 4th 
„  Pl.UM RtDGE & 'J o .,  3rd and 4th sales, May 

6th and 7th.

Exchange Superintendent—
Dr. Marx, Rolandseck School, Ealing, London, W.

Hon. Librarian— I
B. W. Wariiurst, 15, Paultons Square, Chelsea, 

London, S.W.

Hon. Counterfeit Detector.
W. Hadlow, 331, Strand, London, W.C.

Hon. Solicitors—
Messrs. Oldfield, Bartram & Oldfield, St. 

Stephen’s Chambers, Telegraph Street, Moorgate 
Street, London, E.C.

MEMBERSHIP.
Candidates for admission must be over 18 

years of age, and supply at least two satisfactory 
references. They will then be proposed for 
election, and if no objection be lodged within 
fourteen days, be duly elected. The entrance 
fee, 2s. 6d. and subscription, 5s., should accom
pany the application, and will be refunded in the 
event of the non-election of the applicant.

The following is now proposed in accordance 
with the above :—

Reginald C. Farrant, Secretary, Williams and 
4 Co., Casilla, No. 989, Lima, Peru. Proposed by 

\V. Brown, seconded by S. C. Skipton.

MAY, 1898 REPORT. NEW MEMBER.

President—
Ilis Honour Judge P hilbrick , Q.C.

Honorary Vice-Presidents.
E. H awkins, J.P., Bury St. Edmunds.
Vernon Roberts, Manchester.
Rev. W. Bell, Cork.

Vice- Presidents—
II. R. Oldfield , London.
VV. Dorning Bkckton, Manchester.
H. L. Hayman, London.

Committee—
F. EMPSON, Birmingham 
W. H adlow, London.
W. G. H awkins, London.
J. E. J oseltn, London.
W. B. Kirkpatrick , Bournemouth.
VV. Matthews, London.
S. C. Skipton, Salisbury.
B. W. Neave, London.
C. T. Reed, London.
W. S ilk , London.
B. W.^Warhurst, London.

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer—
T. II. H inton, 5, Paultons Square, Chelsea, London,

S.W.

H. W. Plumridge, 63—66, Chancery Lane, 
E.C. '

LIBRARY.

The Hon. Librarian acknowledges with thanks 
II Francobello from Stoppani Freres, Secco, 
Italy. Die Post, Leipsic. Oesterreichische 
Briefmarken Zcitung, from - Vienna. Bricf- 
marken, Offertenhlatt, Poessneck.

NOTICES.

The annual General Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, the 18th inst., at 7 p.m., at Essex, 
Hall, Essex Street, Strand, W.C., in accordance 
with notices posted 'to members, and -all who 
can do so are urgently requested to attend.

THOS HINTON,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer 

of the Int. Phil. Union.
5, Paultons Sq., Chelsea,

London, S.W.,
May 10th, 1898.
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EDINBURGH.
T h e  Sco ttish  Ph il a t e l ic  S o c iet v .— T he 

usual monthly meeting was held on the evening 
of April n th , in 5, St. Andrew Square.

Mr. R. S. Richardson occupied the chair, and 
there were also present:—Dr. Ballantyne, and 
Messrs. Miller, Fleming, Macintyre, Hobbs, 
and Fish, with Mr. Bowie as a visitor.

The following were elected members:—Mrs. 
Shaw, proposed by Mr. McHutchen, seconded 
by Mr. Richardson ; D. H. Graves, Surgeon 
Captain, I.M.S. 5th Punjaub Cavalry, proposed 
by Mr. Fish, seconded by Dr. Ballantyne ; and 
Mr. W, Walker, proposed by Mr. Miller, 
seconded by Mr. Fleming.

Dr. Ballantyne read some most interesting 
notes on the early issues of Japan, and showed 
how to read the overprints equivalent to “Fac
simile,” “Specimen,” and “ Proof.” He illus
trated his remarks by means of cards with care
fully prepared enlarged copies of the Japanese 
characters referred to, and also with genuine 
and facsimile specimens of the stamps.

On the motion of Mr. Richardson, a well-de
served vote of thanks was heartily awarded to 
Dr. Ballantyne for his excellent paper, and it 
was hoped that it might soon be seen in one of 
the Philatelic Magazines.

There then took place a display of Forged 
Stamps. Mr. Pelham Burn showed a book with 
upwards of three hundred, German, Swiss, and 
Turkish being particularly numerous. Mr. 
Miller showed a collection of Europeans ; and 
Dr. Ballanyne showed a “fake” of great interest, 
originally it had evidently been a 3d. of Vic
toria, but by overprinting it had been conv erted 
into a 2d., and that again into a ul.

The Exchange Packet for March, Section 1, 
had returned to the Secretary. Seven sheets 
valued at ,£23 10s. 7d. net were sent out, and 70 
stamps valued at £3 18s. 3d. had been retained 
bv the members.

' WILLIAM FISH,
Hon. Sec. and Treas.

18, Montpelier Terrace.

M a n c h ester  P h il a t e l ic  S o c iet y .—Presi
dent, W. Doming Beckton; vice-Presidents, 
F. Barratt, Ernest Petri ; Hon. Sec., A. H. 
Harrison ;Assist. Hon. Sec., C. H. CootejHon. 
Treasurer, G. B. Duerst; Hon. Librarian, J.
C. North ; Committee, VV. Grunewald, W. W. 
Munn, J. H. Abbott.

The eleventh ordinary meeting of the session 
was held at the Grand Hotel on Friday evening, 
the 25th February, the President in the chair, 
supported by the following members: Messrs.

Abbott, Barratt, Coote, Harrison, North, Grune
wald, Munn, Leech, Oxley, Wanstall, Chapman, 
Ranck, Gibson, Petri, and Dr. Jago.

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and confirmed.

Mr. Thomas Oxley read a paper entitled “The 
Agonies of a young Collector,” treating in an 
interesting and thoughtful manner the various 
phases of collecting, and dealing at considerable 
length with the arguments in favour of used 
stamps and “ entires.”

Mr. J. Leech followed with some extempore 
remarks, couched in a humorous vein, which 
evoked continuous laughter, the contributions 
of both gentlemen affording great entertainment 
to all present.

The fifteenth and last meeting of the session 
was held at the Grand Hotel on Friday evening, 
the 22nd April, the president in the chair, there 
being an attendance of nineteen members.

The minutes of the previous meeting having 
been read and confirmed, the annual meeting 
was fixed for the 13th May, and the annual 
picnic for the 25th June.

Mr. P. Loincs Pemberton then read an inter
esting paper on the stamps of Holland, dealing 
exhaustively with the various perforations, and 
the differences of tvpe in the third issue, which 
were first pointed out bv Mr. George Blockey, 
of the Manchester Society, in a paper read 
before the members in January, 1894.

The proceedings terminated with a hearty 
vote of thanks to Mr. Pemberton, who had jour
neyed expressly from London for the occasion.

A. H. HARRISON, Hon. Sec.
Gra-micrc, Whitefield, near Manchester.

26th April, 1898.
Sc bur han Stamp E x ch an g e  S o ciet y .—On 

April 24th, 222 sheets valued in the aggregate 
at .£2,449 15-. 2d. were made up into four packets 
and despatched on their several rounds. Per
fect specimens of many rare issues were offered 
at 50 per cent below catalogue prices, and good 
sales arc expected. Very common varieties 
and defective copies are in little demand. The 
following were enrolled as members during the 
previous month:—Messrs. \ \  otton (London), 
Woodcroft (London), Clark (Aberdeen), Mard 
(Jersey), Llovd (Lichfield). Rev. W. Jenks, (St. 
Albans), Meyers, (Johannesburg), and Mrs. 
Caroe (Copenhagen). Non-contributors who 
desire to see packets arc reminded to notify the 
Secretary, who will sec that their names are 
dulv inserted on the lists. Packets are now *ent 
out intact that all'bargains may go to members. 
Changes of address during the coming holiday 
season should at once be notified to prevent 
delay in circulation of packets. Responsible 
collectors, proposing to join are inv ited to com
municate with the Secretary, H. A. Slade, Inglc- 
sidc, St. Albans. .

Bradfo rd  P h ila t e lic  S o cietv .—The
monthly meeting of this Society was held at 
Messrs. Gordon and Co’s. Offices on Tuesday, 
April 5. Mr. Frederick Gerhartz occupied the 
chair. When the formal business was disposed of
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Mr. Herbert Atkinson read his interesting and 
instructive paper on the stamps of Cuba and 
Porto Rico, his remarks were illustrated by his 
own collection, also a fine collection kindly 
sent up by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Limited, 
and another by Messrs. Harry Hilckes and Co., 
Limited. Mr. Atkinson in a lucid manner 
clearly showed how fascinating the stamps of 
the Spanish Colonies are to an ardent collector.

Mr. W. E. White, the Exchange Superinten
dent, reported that the excellence of the packets 
is still maintained, many useful stamps at tempt
ing prices are to be found.

Midland Counties Stamp Exchange, Estab
lished 1886.—Hon. Secretary, W. G. Walton, 
Fentham Road, Birmingham.

The April packets are very good. December

accounts are paid and sheets returned, and 
January ones will be sent out shortly. , The 
following new members are proposed:—H. Bax 
(Weybridge), W. A. Souter (Gateshead), S. J. 
Hor-xins (Birmingham), R, J. Hassum (India).

Members who wish to propose friends are re
quested to send in names, and all good collec
tors are invited to join. By the rules there is 
no subscription due until July, and any lady 
or gentleman joining now has this time in which 
to judge the suitability of the club. Good refer
ences are indispensable. The subscription is 
25. per annum, but as the Philatelic Chronicle 
and Advertiser is sent free to all members whose 
subscriptions are not in arrear it is practically 
reduced to 6 d. per annum. There are vacancies 
for one or two good sellers. Prompt monthly 
settlements both sides. Rules, etc., from the 
Secretary.

1
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Reviews.
Stanley Gibbons M'ohfitly. — London.

SIERRA LEONE.
The following article, which will be of great 

interest to our readers, was unfortunately 
crowded out last month for want of space, but 
even if a month old will no doubt prove valuable 
reading.

fn two recent numbers we have made allusions 
to certain stamps of this Colony supposed to 
have been, in one case, issued for postal use, 
and in the others postally used. We do not 
refer now to the fiscal stamps which were con
verted into postage stamps last vear, but to the 
5s. on is., about which we published a letter 
in July last, and the revenue stamps with sup
posed postal obliterations, which we described 
last month.

A letter in the January number of the London. 
Philatelist led us to look up the history of the 
first of these, and in looking that up we came 
upon the history of the others also. We place 
both before our readers.

The 5s. on is. was chronicled in the Philatelic 
Record for July, 1887, with an illustration the 
chronicle and illustration being copied from Ac 
Timbre-Posfe of the same month. The latter 
journal had alluded to this stamp (and to other 
stamps said to have been prepared for fiscal 
use) in November, 1885, but nothing definite 
as to the actual existence of such varieties seems 
to have been known at that date.

In August, 1887, the Philatelic Record states 
as follows:

" With reference to the one shilling, sur
charged in black with Sierra—5s.—I.eone, a 
correspondent writes us that this stamp belongs 
to a set of fiscal stamps prepared for use some 
years a g o ; but the actual use of them, ex’en for 
their intended purpose, is very doubtful. As 
a stock of this set has lately made its appear
ance, it is probable that the post office has 
cleared out the lot as useless stock. There can 
be no doubt, however, of the fact that the stamp 
so surcharged has been in existence some years,”

The October number gives further details

obtained from an official source, to the effect 
th a t:

“About three years since a revenue stamp 
ordinance came into operation, and postage 
stamps were declared usable until other revenue 
stamps could be obtained. When these arrived, 
the overprinted ones" (that is, the 5s. on is.) 
“ were withdrawn, and all were cancelled by 
drawing a red ink mark across'them. The 
stamps in cptestion were never issued to the post 
office tor sale, or as postage stamps, and are 
purely fiscal.

“ Another lot of stamps for temporary revenue 
use, consisting of one penny, threepence, six
pence, and one shilling, were printed in Eng
land from the postal stamp dies and were sent 
o u t: but, as the revenue samps were expected 
so shortly, they were never issued."

Finally as far as this surcharged stamp is con
cerned, the Philatelic Record of November, 1887, 
says:

“ The Colonial Secretary writes, under date 
of toth September last: ‘ If any were ever used 
for postage during the short time thev were in 
use, it must have been very few indeetf, as none 
were issued for sale to the post office, but it may 
haxe been possible one or two xvent through. 
To sum up, they were not issued as postage 
stamps.' We understand this from the letter, 
that the stamps were issued purely for a fiscal 
purpose ; but if anv had been Used for postal 
purposes they would have been accepted in 
payment of the postal tax. None appear to have 
been so used, as not a single specimen with a 
postal obliteration is known, so far as we arc 
aware of. As to the other lot of ip., 3p., 6p., 
and is., these were never issued at all, so that 
we are not likely to hear of them either as pro
visional, postage or revenue stamps.”

About these labels the editor of the Ph. R. 
was a little too sanguine, for in July, 1888, 
specimens with postal obliterations, similar to 
those which we described in January, had begun 
to come on the market, and it seems probable 
that some of the stock of these unissued revenue 
stamps were cancelled in this way, to make them 
more palatable to stamp collectors than the 
red-barred 5s. had proved ; these, however, were 
quickly scotched also.

Now, after a lapse of nearly ten years, an 
attempt seems to be made to trot out these curio-
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sities again, and the present officials of the 
Colony are said to express a belief that the 5s. 
stamp was “for postage, and not for postage and 
revenue;” whereas it is absolutely certain that 
this stamp was made and issued for fiscal pur
poses, and not a single specimen has, as far as 
we are aware, been produced that can be proved 
to have paid postage.

Conftnenfdf (p^tfafefg.
I.a Timbroiogia Espafiola.—Val de Santo Domingo 

SPAIN.
The above journal has the following interest

ing article on the duration of the various issues 
of Spain, and it must be borne in mind that the 
stamps of the old issues of Spain cannot be used 
for franking letters in the same manner that 
they can be used with us.
1 issue I January—31 December, 1S50
2 »» 1 » —3 « „ 1851
3  >> * » —3 1 „ 1852
4  „ 1 )) —3 1 0 * 8 5 3
5 .. 1 ,, 1854-—31 March, 1855
6 issue, Madrid

3 cuartos, t Jan.—14 Oct., 1854 
i cuarto, 15 Oct.—31 Oct., 1854

7 issue, 1 April, 1855—15 Feb., i860
8 issue, 1 Feb., i860—31 July, 1862
g issue, 19 cuartos brown, 14 Sept., 1861—31 

July, 1862
10 issue, 4 cuartos, 26 July, 1862—31 Dec., 1863.

The other 5 values, 1 Aug., 1862—28 Feb., 
1864

11 issue 4 cuartos, 1 Jan.—31 Dec., 1864. The
other 5 values, 1 March—31 Dec. 1864

12 issue, 1 Jan.—31 Dec., 1865
13 issue, 20 centimos de escudo, 1 Jan.—31 July,

1866. The other fiv e values, 1 jan .—31 Dec., 
1866

14 issue, 2 and 4 cuartos, 1 Jan.—30 June, 1867,
10 and 20 centimos dc escudo, 1 jan., 1867 
—31 Dec., 1868, 12 and 19 cuartos, 1 Jan., 
1867—31 Dec. 1869

15 issue, to milesimas de escudo, 1 July, 1867—
31 Dec., i86g

16 issue, 5 milesimas de escudo, 1 Nov., 1867—
31 Dec., 1869

17 issue, 1 Jan.—31 Dec., 1869, together with
the 5 and 10 milesimas and the 12 and 19 
cuartos.

(plHfafefg tn f0e
Filatelic Facts and Fallacies—San Francisco, Col.
HUNTING FOR PERIODICALS IN 

COUNTRY POST-OFFICES.
The great interest manifested by the philatelic 

public in the present newspaper stamp case in 
New York has caused considerable interest to be 
taken in the manner in which these issues have 
passed into the hands of the public. The aver

age collector until lately had little or no idea as 
to how they were secured from the government 
stock. (

It is within the reach of many collectors to 
procure these stamps from the post-offices, and 
yet not one in a hundred takes advantage of the 
possibilities for profit there offered, and 1 do 
not believe this abstinence is due to conscien
tious scruples. The average postmaster in the 
small country places has no great knowledge of 
the regulations governing the use of periodicals, 
and many collectors, if they but knew this, 
would not’hesitate to take advantage of his ignor
ance. Hut most philatelists believe that the 
government officials should be even better in
formed on the subject than they themselves are, 
and that all attempts to purchase newspaper 
stamps would be fruitless. My own experience 
has put me in a position to deny this. Perhaps 
1 have been brought in contact with more than 
the average ignorance among these m en ; but, 
at any rate, if other sections of the Union have 
as many uninformed postmasters as the far 
Western State of Washington, I certainly am 
not far amiss in my assertion.

One instance in particular I remember. It
was in the little town of O----------- , which town
by the way consists of four houses and has a net 
population of fourteen. The office at this place, 
from some mysterious cause, had in stock a fine 
lot ,of periodicals of the lower denominations. 
Sixes, tens and twelves were there in abundance, 
as well as some of the commoner varieties. And 
have you ever noticed that it is in buying these 
cheaper stamps the greatest profit can be made? 
The postmaster there was.quite a peculiar look
ing specimen. In some way, known only to 
himself, he had acquired the idea that “Me and 
Webster’s Dictionary know it all.” The honours 
of his position had turned his head and also his 

I tongue, so that it turned out a constant string 
| of repetitions of the egotistical vowel.
I Hut with his self importance and overabund- 
I ance of information he was lamentably ignorant 

of the duties of his office. A friend of mine, 
being in the neighbourhood on a hunting excur
sion, decided to call in at the office in a search 
for dues. He did so, and having secured with
out trouble a few of the desired stamps, he was 
about to leave without inquiring for periodicals, 
as he did not expect to find any in such an out- 
of-the-way place, when the postmaster said: — 
“Say, I have got some other stamps here you 
might like. They have a siwash on them, and 
are different from anvthing I ever see.” And 
forthwith he brought forth his stock of the big 
fellows. You could have hung a gate on my 
friend's eyes as he gazed upon the treasures 
displayed. He dug down into his trouser’s 
pockets and spent all the cash he had with him 

i for stamps. Hut unfortunately this was a small 
amount, and he did not secure half what he 
wanted. He explained his financial circum
stances to the postmaster, and the obliging offi
cial at once offered to let him have all he wanted 
and he would trust him for the money he lacked. 
Such a method of running an office had never
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before come to the notice of my friend, but he 
did not the least object to accepting the generous 
offer. He made a good haul of the stamps, and 
when he returned home sent out the balance of 
the money due to the postmaster. The official 
afterwards learned that this sale was not exactly 
proper, and wrote to him asking secrecy about 
the transaction. There are many postmasters
as easily duped as he of O-----------, but it is
seldom as nice a lot of stamps is found.

Another postmaster stationed less than fifty 
miles from the place above mentioned, js recalled 
to mind as being somewhat of an oddity. When 
inquiries were made of him he said he had a nice 
lot for sale, and produced several hundred of 
the lower values. I purchased a good many, 
although I warned him that what he was doing 
might be against the law. He said he had no 
fear, and offered to order some more for me. Of 
course I could not well decline his generosity, 
and assisted him to fill out a large order, worthy, 
more in point of size, of being from a city than 
the tiny post-office. He has not yet heard from 
Washington, but there will probably some day 
be a sadly surprised postmaster in a little town 
of this State. By the way, what is the penilty 
of selling newspaper stamps to the public I 1 
really have never heard, and would like to know 
what fate awaits my obliging friend.

An instance of still another method of pro
curing periodicals was told to me bv a lady 
friend. She was visiting with the family of the
postmaster at C-------- , having been acquainted
with both the official and his wife for many years, 
and presuming on this long acquaintance, one 
day she asked the postmaster if he could not 
sell her some of the newspaper stamps. This 
he resolutely refused to do, as he said he knew 
the duties of his position and was aware of the 
fact that any such sale was against the law, and 
might bring serious consequences to himself, 
'ine young lady was persistent and did not give 
up even at this stern refusal, although she saw 
that to obtain her desired end by means of the 
postmaster was certainly an impossibility ; there
fore she changed her tactics and made an attack 
from another direction, which to her seemed 
more vulnerable, though what she now planned 
was not honourable to say the least. The 
worthy official shortly after his refusal to sell 
the desired stamps went away on a business trip, 
leaving his wife in charge of the office. He had 
often done this before and anticipated no dan
ger, although his wife did not understand the 
operation of the office very well. This gave my 
philatelic acquaintance tlie desired opportunity 
and she was not slow to take advantage of it. 
On the first chance she asked the postmistress if 
they had on hand any of the funny stamps with 
an Indian on them. She replied that thev cer
tainly had, and showed a fine lot, which my 
friend did not waste much time in possessing 
herself of. Both were well pleased with the 
transfer, one that the receipts of the office had 
been so large during the absence of her hus
band, and the other because of her good haul,

even if it was not procured in a manner that was 
right, or even in accordance with the rules of 
hospitality. The postmaster was verv justlv 
angry when he returned, both at the ignorance 
of his wife and the duplicity of his supposed 
friend.

This is an example of the bad side of periodi
cal hunting, and is a method which should never 
be followed, no matter how great the tempta
tion. The prize in this case was a fine one, but 
was it earned or even deserved when such a 
plan was used to procure it? The purchasing 
of newspaper stamps is never exactly right, but 
it is doubly wrong when such a scheme is em
ployed. 1 he duplicity shown is not to be ex
cused, even if the prize had been a hundredfold 
greater. I am a strict believer in philatelic 
honour, and must condemn this act as a viola
tion of that principle.

These are but a few experiences in periodical 
hunting recalled to memory at the present time, 
there are many others, but probably none more 
odd or better illustrative of the furious happen
ings encountered in this fascinating pursuit. 
Periodical hunting is often attended with con
siderable profit and much pleasure, but it is not 
entirely satisfactory. There is an element of 
wrong about it which is far from pleasing, and 
the deceit necessary to be used is not an attrac
tive feature. Perhaps wc would be better off if 
there was none of it.

The Amtriean Journal of Philately.—New York.
BELGIUM.

Another article from the pen of J. Bouvez 
in the January number of the above journal 
is worthy- of being reprinted and will no doubt 
interest those of our readers that are collec
tors of post cards.

HISTORY OF THE CORRESPONDENCE
CARD AND OF OTHER ENTIRES 

OF THE BELGIAN POSTAL 
SERVICE.

It was in consequence of a decree of the 
14th of December, 1870. issued by His Majesty 
Leopold II., King of Belgium, in execution 
of articles 4 and 16 of the law of May 15th, 
1870, that correspondence cards were issued 
iti Belgium on the 1st of January, 1871.

The ministerial decree creating this new 
institution, which was to be so favourably re
ceded by the public, and which at once deve
loped to a considerable extent, runs as lollows :

•Art 1st: Correspondence cards shall be of 
the following dimensions: 82 mm. in length, 
and 140 mm, in width. They will bear on 
one of the corners a reproduction of the 5c. 
st.’mp in current use.

Art 2nd: Addresses shall be written on the 
printed side ; communications may be written 
only on the back. The inscriptions mo.v be 
made either with ink or pencil. The cards 
will be sent separately, open and unfolded.
It is not permitted to change the dimensions, 
or to conceal the surface. The form and
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character of these cards must not be changed 
in any way. The adhesive postage stamps, 
representing a complementary tax, shall be 
placed on the same side as the address. Postal 
cards which do not satisfy these requirements 
will be charged for in the same way as letters 
not bearing sufficient postage.

Brussels, December 25th, 1870.
S. A. W a s s e ig e .”

This new value of the special type 
(with allegorical figures, bearing on the 
right, in bistre on bulf, the 5c. stamp, and on 
each of the sides, in French and Flemish, in
structions in regard to the use of the caret), 
differed from letters only in the obligation, 
which was imposed, of sending it open. I he 
card was sold to the public at the price repre
sented by the stamp printed thereon, and 
could be used in all the communes or sections 
of communes served by a postman from the 
same post-office, and burning a postal canton, 
in the legal sense. It followed from this that 
when a hamlet was situated in a district of 
distribution, other than that of the headquar
ters of the commune, the two localities formed 
separate postal cantons, and correspondence 
cards could not pass between them at the 
reduced rate.

It should also be noted that the advantage 
of the reduction in postage which was sanc
tioned by the law of the 15th of May, 1870, 
was restricted to cards of the kind issued by 
the administration. All other cards were sub
ject to the le t te r  rate, unless they bore no 
writing of any kind, the absence of writing 
permitting them to be classed as printed 
matter.

Correspondence cards sent outside of the 
postal canton (either directly by the sender, 
or on account of a change of address of the 
receiver), were also charged for at the same 
late as insufficiently franked letters.

I his card could not be transmitted to foreign 
countries, even at the letter rate. When 
addressed to a foreign country, it was returned 
to the sender, if he were known, with an expla
nation ; if the sender were not known, the 
card was sent to the Dead Letter Office.

The appearance of this new method of cor
respondence made it necessary for the Admin
istration to call the attention of its employes 
to the dutv of discretion which was imposed 
upon them in relation to communications in 
general, and it strictly forbade the disclosure 
of anything that might be discovered from a 
petusal of the cards, and did not allow any 
u-e whatever to be made of information thus 
acciuired. The attention of the postmen was 
especially called to this matter, and the man
agers of the various offices took good care that 
the employes should clearly understand the 
serious harm that might be done to the peace 
of families by any indiscretion, no matter how 
trivial it might appear. The Administration 
notified its agents, moreover, that anyone who 
should fail to appreciate the delicate position

in which the postal department was placed by 
the introduction of this new measure, would 
be severely dealt with. However, all fears on 
this score proved to be unnecessary, as no in
discretion was brought to light, although the 
number of correspondence cards distributed 
during the first year of issue amounted to 
682,175. *

On the first of May, 1871, the circulation 
of Belgian correspondence cards was extended 
to Germany, (North and South), Austria- 
Hungary, German Alsace and Lorraine, Den
mark, Norway, Sweden, Great Britain, and 
Ireland, the Netherlands, the Grand Duchy 
of Luxemburg, Portugal and Switzerland. For 
this purpose, the cards used for interior ser
vice were employed, prepayment being com
pleted by the price of a simple letter between 
the same countries. Reciprocal free delivery 
arrangements for the cards were, at the same 
time, authorized with North Germany, Aus
tria, Hungary, Alsace and Lorraine, the 
Nemerlands and the Grand Duchy of Luxem
burg. On the 28th of May, 1871, the circula
tion of Belgian correspondence cards of the 
first type was extended to France, to the 
I ’nited States of America, and to all those 
countries to which the American office served 
as intermediary and, at the close of the year 
1871, 5,174 correspondence cards had been 
sent from Belgium to foreign countries.

These results naturally induced the Belgian 
Postal Administration to concede further ad
vantages to the public. On the 26th Decem
ber, 1871, the following royal decree was 
issued in relation to correspondence cards:

‘ Leopold II., King of the Belgians.
“ After re-considering our decree of the 24th 

December, 1870, at the suggestion of our 
Minister of Public Woiks, we have decreed 
and do decree:

“ Art. 1st: In fulfilment of Art. 3 of the law 
afoiesaid, the circulation of correspondence 
cards will be extended to the entire kingdom, 
from the 1st of January, 1872.

" Art. 2nd : The contrary provisions con
tained in our decree of the 24th of December, 
1870, are hereby repealed.

" Our Minister of Public Works is charged 
with the execution of the present decree.
Given at Brussels the 26th December 1871.

L eo po ld .”
On the day after the publication of this de

cree, the following appeared :
“ The Minister of Public Works.
“ In view of the royal decree of the 26th 

December of the present year, issued in ful
filment of Art. 3 of the law of the 24th Decem
ber, 1870, on the Budget of Ways and Means 
for the year 1872 :

“ And considering that it has been found 
desirable to modify the dimensions of the cor
respondence cards on the occasion of the new 
printing required by the foregoing provisions :

“ Decree: The dimensions of the corres
pondence cards will be increased to 84 mm. 
in length, and 1 it) mm. in width. How
e' er, the cards of the existing type will con-
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tir.ue to be sold, and will be allowed circula
tion until the exhaustion of the quantity manu
factured. The General Managers of Rail
roads and Postal and Telegraph Systems are 
charged with the execution of the present de
cree.

Brussels, the 27th Dec., 1871.
. (Signed), F. Moucheur."

These two decrees put an end to the use of 
ct rrespondencc cards of the first type, and 
gave rise to the following instructions:

“ The size of the cards of the old manufac
ture (1st type), which will be supplied to the 
post-offices for sale after the 1st of January, 
1872, has been diminished by the elimination of 
the side margins bearing printed instructions 
not in keeping with the new state of affairs. 
The managers of the post-offices will also cut 
off these side margins of the old cards which 
will be remaining on their hands on the first 
of January, so as to allow, outside of the 
border, a space of not more than 2 mm. Mo 
card sold to the public after the 31st of Decem
ber, 1871, will bear these printed annotations 
which would be likely to lead to error.

“ It is understood that the correspondence 
cards stilt in the hands of the public will circu
late without hindrance throughout the entire 
kingdom, without supplementary tax, con
trary to the old instructions printed there
on.

“ It is desirable that the post-office officials 
shall not begin to sell the cards of the new 
dimensions until the first of January, if their 
supply of old cards is sufficient to satisfy all 
demands up to that date.

Brussels, December 28th 1871.”
The extension given to the circulation of 

the correspondence cards was a source of great 
satisfaction to the public, for it meant a further 
reduction in the tariff, while permitting cor
respondence to be carried on with any part 
ol the kingdom for the charge of 5 centimes. 
Business was the principal gainer by the adop
tion of this measure, and the statistics of the 
interior postal service soon showed the advan
tages of this innovation.

On the 1st of January, 1871, 900,000 corres
pondence cards of the first type had been manu
factured to supply the needs of the service. 
Out of this number, 682,175 had been sold 
during the year 1871, so that there remained 
on hand 217,825. This number was made 
up as follows: 142,825 in the post-offices on 
the 31st December, 1871, and 75,000 in the 
storage offices. These last cards were reduced 
on each side, exactly in accordance with the 
instructions given by the authorities, but for 
the 142,825 cards in the post-offices, the re
duction was not made with a sufficient degree 
of care. Each one of the side margins with 
instructions had a width of ioj£ mm. It was 
therefore necessarv to cut off 21 mm. for the 
two Sides, thus reducing the width of the cor

respondence cards to 119 mm. Certain 
offices cut off as much as 28mm. thus reducing 
the width to 112 mm. There were therefore 
comparatively few of the correspondence cards 
of the ist type, bistre on chamois, 119 mm. 
wide.

In pursuance of the decree of the 27th Dec., 
1871, there were printed 1,200,000 correspon
dence cards, brown on chamois, but after the 
ist of June, 1872, on account of the importance 
of the sale, it was found necessary to have 
another supply of 2,000,000 cards. On this 
occasion, the chocolate shade was used for 
the stamp, and the paper, which was still 
chamois, had a paler tint than the cards which 
had previously been supplied.

The number of correspondence cards dis
tributed in 1872 reached the enormous figure 
ot 3,088,410, without the number of ordinary 

1 letters being in any way diminished. The 
number of the latter, which had run up to 
3 6 ,3 9 3 >4 7 4 in 1871, was increased the following 
year to 37,775,478.
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r Me.
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The Postmaster General of Canada proposes 
to reduce the postage on newspapers to \4 cent 
per lb., and no charge when they are delivered 
within 10 miles from the place ot publication.

A large number of Prince Edward Islands 
on original (?) covers, but with forged cancella
tions have lately turned up. They comprise 
the whole of the 1872 issue (wiih the exception 
of the 3c. rose) and the 3d. blue of the 1865 
issue.

The reason that telegraph clerks are not 
allowed to affix the necessary stamps to the 
telegram forms is the follnwi. g : — Some years 
ago a ring of telegram clerks was formed at 
a big office. Very few telegrams are handed 
in, in which a few words could not be easily 
left out without altering the censc of the message. 
The clerks read the message, charged and 
collected the full amount, and then sub-edited

the contents by crossing the superfluous words 
out. T hey then affixed the new charge in stamps 
which in all cases was lower than the amount 
paid, the difference being pocketed by the mani
pulators. As soon as this fraud was discovered 
strict orders were given that no clerk was to 
affix stamps to telegraph forms.

Germany it is said will issue shortly a 2 pf. 
stamn.

The new Senf. will be ready in July. Yellow 
this time.

Amongst some envelopes of Gwalior we ctjme 
across an as yet unchronicled variety angl ccli- 
sists in the size of the arms, which is fully r rrftn. 
higher and wider in the one, than in the fcther. 
The envelope in question is the l/ 3 anna green, • 
native surcharge in black, 1514 mm. and arms * 
in green.

Mr. E. L. Smiley, of the Boston Stamp Book, 
should really give more time to newspaper 
leading. In the April number he credits 
England with having captured Port Arthur.

We sincerely trust American cartographers 
will not follow his lead, otherwise we are afraid 
they might furnish a cams MU to Russia.

That Stamp Exhibitions are on the increase 
can be seen from the following list: —
1870. At Dresden.

. 1873. At Vienna.
1877. At Berlin.
1882. At Dresden and Monte Video.
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1883. At Stuttgart, Ulm and Munich.
1886. At Budapest.
1887. At Antwerp, Stuttgart and Dresden.
1888. At Brunswick.
1889. At Amsterdam, New York and Munich.
1890. At Vienna, St. Ga’l, Madgeburg and 

London.
1892. At Paris, Leipzig and Stuttgart..
1893. At London, Zurich, Munich and 

Goessnitz.
1894. At London, Vienna, Milan and Paris.
1895. At San Antonio (Texas).
1896. At Geneva and The Hague.
1897. At London and Calcutta.
1898. At Turin, Utrecht and Calcutta.

The picture set of New Zealand has already 
furnished us with a curiosity. The 2*4d. stamp 
bought in London has the inscription Lake 
W akatipu, whereas the 2}^d. just to hand from 
Auckland has Lake W akitipu, Which of the 
two spellings will prove the rare one?

The Tune number of the Strand Magazine is 
very interesting to philatelists, as it contains a 
very interesting account with illustrations of 
designs made by Postage Stamps. These in
clude a map of England and Wales ; a screen 
ornamented entirely with stamps ;a plate treated 
in a similar m anner; a Jubilee design; an 
ornamental wreath composed entirely of small 
portions of Napoleon III. French stamps; a 
mosaic entablature; a room in the shop of T- 
W. Palmer, and last not but least, the entire 
furniture of a bedroom, bedstead, dresser, com
mode and chairs. This set is said to contain 
nearly 2,000,000 stamps, and belongs to Mrs. 
Geo. Yancey, of New York.

The Postal Department has declined the offer 
of an English syndicate to purchase £10,000 
worth of the new issue of stamp? conditionally 
on the department undertaking not to sell any 
in England or the Colony for three months 
after the date of issue. The department is also 
providing against the issue with the word Waka- 
tipu spelt wrongly being acquired by a few 
persons for speculative purposes. .

From the Australian Philatelist.

Some of our readers may have heard a rumour 
of the find of a id. POST OFFICE in Mauri
tius, which Mr. W. H. Peckitt, of 440, Strand, 
London, obtained at a cost of well over £1,000. 
This is the h i g h e s t  p r i c e  e v e r  p a i d  f o r  a 
SINGLE STAMP. Mr. Peckitt showed us the stamp 
and it is a most beautiful copy on the entire 
original envelope, and is exactly similar to the 
British Museum copy in the Tapling Collection. 
It is postmarked with the date of the second day 
of issue, and ‘PENNY POST’ in an oblong. 
The address is in the same handwriting as the 
Museum copy, and this almost proves what has 
been asserted, namely, that all the id. stamps 
were used to send out invitation cards to a 
dance at Government House, and hence the

rarity of the stamps as very few of the envelopes 
would be kept. It is interesting to compare 
the cost of the Britisn Museum copy with Mr. 
Peckitt’s. The Museum copy was found in the 
Mauritius late in the ’70s and £50 was the 
price paid for it by the gallant finder. On the 
break up of his collection the copy passed to 
Mr. Tapling at the awful price of £85!! and 
now over £1,000 is cheerfully paid by a dealer 
for a twin copy.

The following are the prices paid for some 
of the copies that have been sold at various 
tim es: —
188- Mr. Tapling, ,£85 for the id. on Entire 

Envelope.
1890. £200 was asked for a copy of the 2d. on

small piece of original at the London 
Exhibition.

1893. Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, £680 for an 
unused pair of id. and 2d. '

1897. M. Jules Bernichon, 49,ooofrs. for a pair
of the id. and 2d.

1898. Mr. W. H. Peckitt, over £1,000 for the
id. on Entire Envelope.

On Whit-Sunday, May 29th, at Villettc, Castle 
Street, Salisbury, the wife of William Brown, 
of a sonl

JJome (ttofee on f0e 
fjtefore of f#e <J3um use& for f0e first 

(EngftefJ JJfampa*
By M. W. JONES, F.C.S.

It is easy to understand that philatelists in 
general have been interested in the publication 
of the correspondence relative to the adhesive 
matter used for the first issue of the stamps of 
Great Britain, which appeared in the previous 
issue of this Journal, and a few notes explanatory 
of some of the difficulties which the printers ex
perienced in dealing with what was evidently 
to them a new substance, may not be out of 
place.

As the correspondence referred to was un
earthed by Dr, Jago, a prominent and enthu
siastic member of the Manchester Society, the 
subject becomes doubly interesting to your 
northern readers, inasmuch as the gum in ques
tion was supplied by a Manchester firm, and was 
in all probability of local manufacture.

From the first letter we learn with certainty 
that the gum was a manufactured product, and 
as a sample of the article supplied was fortunately 
found along with the papers, it has been care
fully examined, and thus statements concerning 
it are reduced from a matter of conjecture to a 
degree of certainty which is fortunate when the 
importance of the subject is considered.

The sample in question was first of all sub
mitted to a microscopic examination which re
vealed the fact that it had been made from potato 
starch (Farina). The commercial processes used 
for the conversion of insoluble starch into solu
ble dextrine or British gum, have already been
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set forth in a paper read before the Manchester 
Philatelic Society on October 15th, and which 
was published in these columns in November 
and December last. The dry gum is of a very 
light brown shade, and has evidently been in
sufficiently calcined, for experiments soon 
showed that it contains a large amount of uncon
verted starch, which substance ultimately pro
duced difficulties in the manipulative processes 
of Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Petch. It is easy 
to understand that a light coloured gum would 
be preferred to a darker variety, but the article 
could easily have been improved as regards 
solubility, etc., by the use of a greater quantity 
of acid in the calcining process, without in any 
way affecting the ultimate shade.

When the sample was boiled with water at the 
rate of 5lbs to 1 gallon, the solution at first ap
peared quite clear, but after three or four 
hours a , faint cloudiness appeared which 
increased in intensity until at the end of 24 
hours the original solution had separated 
into two perfectly distinct layers, the upper 
consisting of a clear solution of dextrine, 
and the lower an opaque mass resembling 
starch paste. In 36 hours, the whole had soli
dified, thus bearing out the statement made by 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Petch. This solifi- 
cation was entirely due to the unconverted starch 
which always settles out in a similar manner, 
and its presence is always indicative of faulty 
manufacture, for a good commercial dextrine 
when dissolved at the above strength will remain 
in solution for at least fourteen days, without 
showing the least separation.

To the same cause can be attributed most if 
not all of the other difficulties experienced by 
the users, and it is also evident that the different 
deliveries of the gum must have varied consider
ably, for we learn that the lots which solidified 
were destitute of gloss when spread upon paper, 
whereas the others were satisfactory in this re
spect. Most of us are aware that starch paste 
when dried upon paper, presents a dull appear
ance, whereas dextrine similarly applied dries 
wit.i a transparent effect and an intense lustre, 
and therefore it must be evident that the more 
unconverted starch a sample contained, the less 
would be the desired gloss. Then again the lots 
which solidified were also complained of as 
being less adhesive than the others, and this is 
again accounted for by the fact that the former 
contained less actual bum than the latter, and 
that starch paste when once dried and re-wetted 
is much less adhesive than dextrine similarly 
treated.

The frequent complaint of “spotting” may be 
put down to a variety' of causes, such as imper
fect solution, extraneous impurities in the sample 
or upon the paper, or even to defects in the mani
pulative processes, and we can hardly attach as 
much importance to this complaint as to some 
of the others. The “cockling” alluded to was 
doubtless due to uneven spreading of the solu
tion, and also to imperfect and hurried drying, 
which difficulty evidently vanished as experience 
in working was gainfed.

The figures relative to the price paid for the 
gum will certainly be interesting to present day 
manufacturers, and are sufficient to turn anyone 
connected with the trade green with envy. 48s. 
per cwt. and half the cost of carriage to London, 
appears like an actual realization of the difficult 
feat of eating the cake and still posessing it. A 
far better quality of dextrine of Lancashire make 
can be delivered to-day in London at about 17s. 
per cwt., although at present prices are some
what higher than usual owing to raw material 
being forced up in price through the war.

The letter from Rowland Hill, dated 2t Dec., 
1840, touches upon a point concerning which I 
believe there was much agitation in the public 
mind at the time, but it is ridiculous to suppose 
that there could have been any foundation for 
the rumours concerning the dangers of cancer, 
and in this connection it may be worth pointing 
out that the use of dextrine solution as a wash or 
salve for wounds is not unknown.

Quartettes of f0e (postage ©ue 
Stamps*

Since the 1891 issue of due stamps, bright 
claret in colour, has appeared, nearly every cata
logue gives a list with prices of both this and 
the red-brown issue of 1879 (?) but say nothing 
of any further varieties in colour of these inter
esting stamps. The United States due stamp 
first appeared in August of the year 1879, and 
the colour was decidedly a yellow-brown, gradu
ally appearing in a darker shade until we had 
the full set in red-brown as catalogued, although 
I do not remember the year they first appeared 
in this colour. There is as much, if not more, 
difference in the shades of yellow-brown and 
red-brown above mentioned as there is in the 
clue stamps used in 1890 and the bright-claret 
issue of 1891. In fact, the red-brown issue also 
gradually' grew brighter and lighter in colour 
until there is really so slight a difference be
tween this and the claret issue that collectors 
who do not make a speciality of United States 
stamps do not collect the two sets, and many 
collectors, even in the United States, 
would not think of noticing the difference but 
for the standard catalogues of the day'. I have 
full sets of these stamps in all the following 
shades and colours, viz., yellow-brown, brown, 
red-brown, claret-brown, and bright claret. 
Although I like to see every collector follow his 
own views as what to collect (as “variety is the 
spice of life”), still I would strongly advise every
one to get a set of the yellow-brown, red-brown 
and bright claret, as in a few years these stamps 
will be worth something, while the price is now 
quite reasonable. In examining many different 
collections of stamps 1 have hardly ever seen 
the full set of due stamps in exactly the same 
shade of colour. One who has never noticed 
a set of all shades in comparison with one of 
the same shade has no idea of the dismal appear
ance of the former compared with the beauty 
of the latter.— WeeMy Stamp News.
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One of our French contcm- 
N.Z. poraries has a short paragraph 

Pictures on the action of the Agent- 
once more. General for New Zealand, in 

selling the stamps of the new 
issue for the colony in London. And more 
curiously stilt he does not think we were right 
in publishing the announcement in the way we

did. The reason given is, that the French 
Government has already sold the stamps ofj the 
French Colonies in Paris for five years or more. 
We will, for argument’s sake, admit this reason 
to be quite sufficient for a Frenchman, who may 
say it must be the right and correct thing because 
the Government does it, but we have no he-na
tion in saying that British collectors w.ll condemn 
such a practice. Apart from the fact that the 
Agent-General enters in direct competition with 
the stamp dealers, there is another question, 
which we should like to bring to the knowledge 
of the authorities.

We all know, and perhaps nobody better than 
our Postmaster-General, the huge,sums of money 
the Revenues of the different states issuing 
stamps obtain not only from the sale of stamps, 
for which the post offices have not to do any 
work, but also from the amount of postage, 
which is paid for such sendings. For all the 
stamps of New Zealand sold in London the 
Revenue of the New Zealand PostsOffice will not 
reap any benefit whatever in the shape of post
age. It does not matter whether dealers order 
largely, or whether collectors order one or two 
sets, the postage on these sendings wou'd have 
been to the credit of the Revenue. More than 
that, the Agent-General even allows a discount 
of two per cent on all purchases of five pounds 
and upwards, a discount which we have no hesi
tation in saying is not allowed by the Postal 
Authorities of New Zealand to business houses 
there and is in our opinion entirely illegal. Such 
an action and inducement to raise the wind 
might be adopted by some South American 
state, but should not be entertained for one 
moment by the authorities of a flourishing British 
Colony.

It is in consequence of similar deals on the 
part of the French Government by the sale of 
the stamps of the French Colonies, that these 
stamps are at such a discount with collectors of 
all countries, French collectors, of coure, ex
cepted, because they are practically bound to 
take them, as they hat e to pay for the deficit in 
the revenue of their colonies in any case, and 
might just as well have something to show for 
such payments.

One good 
turn deserves 

another.

The Directors of the London 
and North Western and of 
other Railway Companies beg 
to thank very heartily the kind 
gentlemen that have so admir
ably and eloquently extolled 

the philatelic value of their Railway Letter 
Stamps, and in order to show no ill feeling on 
their part they have determined to .extend the 
system also to parcels, and will issue stamps of 
all values up to.is. (higher if necessary). They 
will feel obliged to the same kind gentlemen to 
let them know when a new issue will be re
quired, but do not bind themselves to do so 
oftener than every six months, surcharges, how
ever, can be had at any time. To facilitate the
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sale of such stamps to collectors ,it has been d e - ' 
cided to keep a stock of them at every railway 
station, where single specimens or sheets can 
be had at face value, and if the business should 
prove a financial success the originators of the 
idea might receive upon application at our head
quarters a free pass for .their holidays.

We are very sorry to see, that the directors of 
our great railway companies ,are to be added to 
the already large number of per ons exploiting 
philately, and are only afraid that we have to 
thank those writers, that have lately clone their 
very best to prove to collectors that these rail
way stamps have a philatelic standing. From 
the beginning of the boom we were again t all 
the arguments adduced, because we could not 
consider them of any higher philatelic value than 
third rate locals like the German locals, and 
because we clearly foresaw the consequence of 
such an ill-starred venture. The matter, as it 
has been presented by some writers, will un
doubtedly influence the railway companies, and 
the flood of new issues of these stamps will be 
enormous. We are glad to see Mr. Westoby 
takes our view of the case, and hope the weight 
of his opinion will influence all collectors not 
to let themselves to be gulled by those, who, by 
fallacious arguments, try to prove that black is 
white and that Railway Stamps tire Postage 
Stamp;.

We have nothing against collecting these 
stamps or German locals, or tram tickets, every
body can collect what he pleases, but we object 
very strongly ,to such stamps having the same 
rank philatelically as po;tage stamps.

(UetD feeaSee to £uf.

THE ADHESIVE POSTAGE STAMPS OF 
EUROPE, by W. A. S. W ctoby, 64pp., 

Price 1 /- Part V.
This part bring us to whit most of readers 

will consider the most interesting section of the 
admirable work, namely the stamps of Great 
Britain. As is only natural more has been writ
ten on these stamps than on those of any other 
country, and yet Mr. Westoby deals in such a 
manner with his subject, that the reading of the 
whole docs not tire the most learned student of 
the stamps of this country. We may even go 
further than this, we can say that everyone will 
be the gainer by a careful perusal ,of the work.

After a short introduction dealing with the 
pamphlet on Post Office Reform by Sir Rowland 
Hill in 1837, the author goes on to say that “the 
late Mr. Bacon of the firm of Bacon and Petch 
was able to see his way to applying a system 
used by that firm in printing bank notes and 
other engravings, that required exact reproduc
tion to an indefinite extent, to the manufacture 
of small labels, such as would be necessary to 
postage stamps.” Surely there must be a slight

mistake here, the name of the firm printing the 
first British Stamps was Perkins, Bacon and 
Petch.

After describing minutely the production of 
the stamps, the purchase of Archer’s patent for 
perforating, the improvements to the same by 
Napier and Co., the alteration made to the die 
of the id red by strengthening the lines of shad
ing (to die 11) in 1854, the alteration of the water
mark to “small crown,” July, 1855, we get an 
explanation why the plate numbers were inserted 
on each stamp in minute figures at both sides. 
It was said that some ingenious people were de
frauding the government by making passable 
stamps from two stamps that had been imper
fectly cancelled, and to obviate this the small 
plate numbers were inserted and the letters in 
the upper angles repeated in the Jower angles 
but in rev ersed order.

Further chapters deal fully with the Emboss’d 
6d., tod., and is. values, and the .Surface printed 
stamp; by De I.a Rue and Co. All the varieties 
arc fully described and it would lead us too far 
to follow the writer step by step through the 
various issues.

The remainder of this part deals with the 
stamps of Gibraltar.

We can strongly recommend the purchase of 
this part to all lovers of philately, it is not neces
sary to do so particularly to those collecting only 
British stamps, as they tire certain to do so.

CAT A LOGO DESCR1BTIV0  DE LOS SEL-
I.OS DE CORREOS Y TARJETAS POS
TALES DE I.A ISI.AS F1 LIPINAS, by Don

Juan, Meucarini, Manila, 26pp., 30 cents.

This, the first work on the Stamps of the 
Philippine Islands, deals very fully and com
prehensively with the various issues, and 
although we do not agree with the author in every 
respect, we must congratulate him on the clear 
expose he has given us of a very difficult country. 
The greatest fault however we have to find is 
with his illustrations, which in our opinion 
ought to have been left out, as they are simply 
shocking.

The various papers are given in detail for the 
different issues, and according to the author 
shades of all the values exists in profusion. The 
Habilitadu stamps of the 18&8 issue are listed 
in full, as also the later surcharged stamps, 
the genuineness of some we are very doubtful 
about, whether they have really been issued. 
To some of the latter the numbers surcharged 
have been added, which should be a valuable 
guide to their prices. When we find such 
small quantities as 309 and 490 stamps sur
charged we know such'stamps must be rare.

We can advise all collectors, and principally 
specialists of the stamps of the Philippine 
Islands, to obtain a copy of this work. The 
price is exceedingly low, and the work with the 
exception of the illustrations well printed.
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W. DORNING BECKTON.

This exhibition, held in the Museo Mercio- 
iogico, at Turin, was successfully brought to a 
close on Saturday, June 4th, and having had 
the opportunity of attending the exhibition with a 
well-known specialist of Italian States, I have the 
following observations to make, which may prove 
of interest. For the information of those who 
have not been to Turin, 1 may say the museum 
in question consists principally of one large hall 
some 50 yards long and 35 wide; a corridor 
runs round the room, making the central por
tion some 40 by 25 yards, and it was in this 
central position, and in the arches between the 
pillars of the corridor, that the stamps were dis
played. The hall was principally lighted from 
the sides with one fan light in the centre. The 
sun’s rays through the side windows before enter
ing the central hall were broken in an efficient 
manner by the corridor, whereas the fanlight in 
the roof was composed of ground glass, and 
appeared doubly glazed. In short, so far as 
the lighting went, which is a very important 
consideration to a collector exhibiting, the hall 
left nothing to be desired.

The gaps between the pillars round the hall 
were filled in to a height of 7 feet with show 
cases belonging to the museum, and which ware 
utilised for the purpose of this exhibition, the 
cards upon which the stamps were mounted 
being fixed about an inch from the glass. 
Special frames upon tables running across the 
hall were also used. Great care appeared to 
have been exercised in the handling and arrange
ment of the various exhibits, only one stamp in 
the whole exhibition being disarranged, and this 
appeared due rather to careless mounting on the 
hinge than anything else. Another point 
worthy of mention also was that the writer was 
unable to find a single stamp that had cockled, 
and seeing he visited the exhibition during the 
later stages this of itself speaks volumes for the 
suitability of the hall, etc. The corridor at the 
end of the hall was utilised for the dealers’ 
stalls, where a fine selection of Italian stamps 
were on sale.

The preface to the official catalogue tells us 
that the idea of having a Philatelic section at 
the General Exhibition now being held in Turin 
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 
State, occurred first to a Turin Philatelist in 
November, 1895. Then the idea was taken up, 
and after going through various vicissitudes of 
fortune, it almost being dropped through diffi
culties at one time, the Postmaster-General, 
Mr. Emilio Sinio, interested himself very much 
in the question, and finally a strong executive 
committee was formed, who were able to procure 
the necessary moral support of a general com
mittee comprising the ^lite of Philately in

Europe. The exhibits, roughly, may be divided 
for the purposes of this article as follows: —

1. Rarities of the Italian States.
2. Italian States on the entire envelopes.
3. The Italian States.
4. Rest of the world.
5. Rarities of the world.
This arrangement will appear a strange one, 

but the order indicated is the impression left on 
one’s mind by the exhibition. In other words, 
the. strong point of the exhibition was the really 
fine show in the class for Italian rarities, the 
competition being keen and the exhibits of a 
high order of merit. The gold medal was well 
deserved by Mr. A. E. Fiecchi, of Venice, whose 
display of 200 rarities included Austrian-Italy, 
1850, set unused, including a block of 12 of the 
10 cents, and the 15c. and 30c. forgeries of 
Vicenza-Verona; Parma, 1854, 5c. and 15c.; 
Modena block of twenty-five of the newspaper 
stamps, 10c., from the top of the sheet, the 
fourth stamp on the second row being the Error 
CENI. ; Tuscany, 1851, 1 quattrino (pair), three 
1 soldo, including a pair, 60 crazie, block of 
forty-five 1 quattrino of 1856, 9 crazie on white: 
the above were all unused. Amongst the used 
were Austrian-Italy, 1850, 5c. printed on both 
sides, the printing on the back showing parts of 
four cliches, the right-hand bottom corner one 
being tete-beche.*

Parma Provl. Govt. 5c. (three), 40c. (two), 
Modena 1 lira, a number of the errors, Provl. 
Govt. 5c. (twelve) 13c. (two), large B.G, Papal 
States 4 baj cut in half, Romagna 6 baj, Tus
cany 2s» (four), 60c. (two), 3 lire, Naples Trina- 
cria, Cross (five).

The silver medal was awarded to Mr. T. 
Enrico Marchesi, of Turin, whose exhibit con
tained a number of very fine stamps, which, 
however, did not show to advantage owing to 
their exceedingly crowded condition. In un
used were Parma 1854, 5c. (two), 15c. (two), 25c. 
(one), Tuscany 1 soldo, 9cr. on white (a gem), 
Naples 5og. (two), etc. Amongst the used were 
Naples Trinacria (five, including three on the 
entires), Cross (twenty-one, including fourteen 
on entires), Italy Estero 1874 10c. error with 
completed angle, Parma Prov. Gov. 5c. strip of 
four (blue-green) and three (yellow-green), 
Modena 1 lira (four, including a pair), Prov. 
Gov. 15c. (four), 40c. (three), and 80c., Romagna 
20 baj (three, including two on the entire), 
Tuscany 2 soldi (twelve), 60c., 9c. on white (six).

Two bronze medals were awarded, one to Miss 
Bianca Arbib, of Venice, having a tastefully 
arranged group of 29 rarities, such as Tuscany 
2s. (fi\e), 60c., 3 lire, Romagna 6b. on letter, 
Tuscany 60c. on entire, Sardinia, i860, two 3 lire 
postmark in red “Milano, 6 Oct. 1865,” very

* N o t e . —The writer believes this specimen to be 
unique, and does not know of the tete-beche variety on 
the normal stamps, although it is now evident it must 
have existed. It would, indeed, be strange if all such 
varieties had been lost through the cutting of the stamps 
for use at the time.
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pretty. While for the other medal Mr. P. 
Cametta, of Milan, had a group of 58 rarities, 
consisting of Tuscany 2s. pair, 60c. Trinacria, 
etc. , ,

II. Italian States on the Entire.
The choicest exhibit in this section was that 

of Mr. I. A. Loli, of Bologna, whose exhibit 
betrayed considerable care in the selection of 
the specimens and in the mounting. It was a 
practically complete collection with the excep
tion of the Modena errors of which there were 
only four examples, these, however are very rare 
on the entire. One was much struck with an 
exceptionally fine lot of Romagna, there being 
four 6 baj., five 8 baj., and fifteen 20 baj.,Tus
cany, 1851, a block of ten 1 quat., eleven 2 soldi, 
includinga strip of five, Papal States, 1852,^4baj. 
tete-beche, 50 baj. (seven with one strip of three),
5 baj. printed on both sides, Modena Prov. Gov. 
80c., Naples-Trinacria and two specimens of the 
Cross, also-Cross cut in half (postmark Annulato) 
and the carmine J4g. in a similar state on an
other wrapper. Italy Estero 5 and 10c. with, 
completed angle. This exhibit was hors coneours 
which alone prevented Mr. Loli figuring in a 
prominent position in the list of award*.

Mr. Carlo Fino, of Milan, obtained the silver 
gilt medal with a huge collection of 1094 enve
lopes (I did not count them, each envelope was 
mounted by means of a broad band and these 
appeared to be consecutively numbered). The 
exhibit was mounted in the cases at each side 
of the Hall to which I have previously alluded 
and filled 18 of them which were of very large 
dimensions, being divided by the arrangement 
of the glass into 8 panes each. The exhibit was 
infinitely larger than that of Mr. Loli, but to my 
mind not nearly so choice, this impression being 
emphasized by the fact that one became jaded 
by looking through common Italian in large 
numbers on the entire, and apt to pass over some 
of the otherwise really fine things the exhibit 
contained, such as Parma, 1852, 15c. tcte-beche, 
Naples Trinacria, and four examples of the 
Cross. Tuscany* two 2 soldi, 60c., 1856, g cr. on 
white six (one pair), Modena eight errors (includ
ing several of the best), 1 lira, large I5.G., Prov. 
Gov. 15c. and 40c.. fine lot Naples including 
strips and pairs, Romagna 6 baj. (three), 8 baj. 
(four), 20 baj. (two), and the 2, 4, 6, and 8 baj. 
cut in half. The Sardinia letter stamps of 1818
19 were well represented and included the minor 
varieties as well as the original notices issued 
to the principal offices at the time on which were 
printed specimens of the three values (frony the 
original blocks) for the guidance of the officials. 
The Notice with the blue stamp on it is dated 
3 Dec. 1818, and the white ones 13 Nov., 1819.

III.—The Italian States.
There were several very interesting exhibitions 

under this head in the unused section. Mr. 
Alberto Viterbo Barocci, of Venice, showed a 
small album elaborately bound in white leather 
and decorated, which was exhibited in a small 
glass case all to itself. It was not all outside

show, however, as by the kind attention of the 
owner (who seemed to be a very keenly interested 
collector) an inspection was vouchsafed, and 
amongst a number of others were noted Austrian 
Italy, 1850, 45c. strip of three, Parma, 1854, 5c. 
(two), 15c. (two), 25c., Modena, some errors and 
large B.G., Naples 5ogr. (two), Trinacria (fine), 
Tuscany, 1851-2, 1 sol., 2 sol. (fine), 60c. 1850,
1 sol., 9cr., 3 lire, etc.

The other exhibit of unused in which particu
lar interest centred was that of Mr. I. A. Loli. 
The exhibit, which was not for competition, con
sisted of some 12,500 stamps in 102 entire sheets 
and 50 broken ones. The w’hole of this exhibit 
unfortunately was not shown, of the part in the 
show cases, however, were included entire sheets 
of Modena 1 lira, Prov. Gov. 15c., 20c., and 40c., 
Roman States 1 scudo, Naples Prov. Gov. all 
values, including 5 gr. rose-lilac and 50gr. grey- 
blue, Sicily %gr., I’arma, 1857, 40c.

Another very pretty exhibit not for competition 
was that of Mr. A. E. Fiecchi, of Venice, com
prising 570 used specimens, such as Modena 
1 lira, Romagna 6 baj., Sicily 5ogr. Tuscany 
all the rarities including two 3 lire.

In the Division for the best exhibit of a single 
state there was only one exhibit, which was dis
appointing. This was especially so to the writer 
who had hoped to see what show a really ad
vanced specialist in Italy could do with one 
state. The exhibit of Mr. Enrico Marches!, of 
Turin, to which was awarded the silver medal, 
was scarcely what a philatelist in England would 
term a specialist collection though 1 don’t de
sire in any way to depreciate Mr. Marchcsi’s 
stamps. Sardinia was the country. It was not 
that the stamps were wanting, they were there 
in abundance, it was the arrangement, and the 
total absence of any philatelic knowledge dis
played or even attempted, that particularly struck 
the writer. Not that Mr. Marchesi appears to be 
different in this rc-pcct from any of the other 
exhibitors (save one to be referred to hereafter), 
but when one country* only is exhibited it would 
seem that in order to make it interesting phila
telic knowledge is a sine qua non, the absence of 
which it not made up for by an excess of speci
mens. In the exhibit were unused blocks, show
ing the margin, of the 1851 issue, viz., 5c. (forty), 
20c. (forty), 40c. (forty-six and another of twenty) 
all with original gum. These blocks which were 
very fine showed that the stamps were printed 
in panes of twenty-five, there being a space of 
about 5mm. between the panes. A very large 
number of used specimens of the three issues 
were shown in single, pairs and strips of three, 
also on the entire. 1 he stamps were well worthy 
of the silver medal awarded, and Mr. Marchesi 
is to be congratulated upon the ownership of 
the interesting unused blocks, in fact had the 
exhibit been done justice to in the arrangement, 
it would have been of a high order of merit.

Mr. Attilio Barocci (silver medal) displayed a 
collection of all the States. Although more than 
a single specimen collection, it was far from be
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ing a specialist one. In justice, however, to 
Mr. Attilio Barocci, it ought to be mentioned 
that he told the writer he had only been engaged 
on his collection two years, so it may very well 
happen that this collection, which gives such 
promise at present, may very soon rank amongst 
the foremost of its class. It contained a beauti
ful copy of the 3 lire Tuscany on part entire used 
with the 80c., also 60c. (two), 9 cr. on white (two), 
Trinacria and Cross, :etc., a finer range of 
Romagna used, in which were the 2 baj. and 
6 baj. cut in half. 'W e noted a large number 
of the Roman States cut stamps, including 
half of the 1 baj., quarter of the 1 baj., half also 
quarter of the 2 baj., and ditto the 4 baj. 
Modena 1 lira (four), also a number of the errors.

Other collections were shown containing the 
common or garden rarities (some more and some 
less) to which space and time, and, I may add 
the situation, forbids me to allude, as this is 
being written by the shore of Lake Maggiore.

IV.—Rest of the World.
It seems the irony of fate that after all the 

care exercised in the prospectus that the Grand 
Gold Medal of the Kxhibition should have been 
carried off by an exhibit of Uruguay. No award 
in the whole Exhibition was better deserved than 
this, in fact one would not be saying too much 
in adding that this exhibit alone betrayed the 
philatelic research and care which were so 
strongly developed in the London Exhibition. 
Mr. Remigio Sciarra, of Genoa, is to be heartily 
congratulated upon his success. In the 1856 
issue there were thirty specimens used and un
used with three of the 60c. diligencia of the 
second type, two being on the entire and one 
unused. The 1857 large type were shown used 
and the collection abounded in errors and varie
ties and included the specimen stamps.

Mr. Attilio Barocci was again to the fore cap
turing the silver gilt medal with a general collec
tion of Europe from 1840-90. The collection 
was mounted on plain leaves all of which were 
displayed in a handsome upright frame which 
ran right across the end of the room. Single 
copies only were taken and no special di'tinction 
seemed to be made whether the stamps were 
used or unused, the collection consisting about 
half and half. There were no varieties in the 
collection neither was any distinction made in 
the perforations, for instance Roumania, Servia, 
Holland, Sweden ,etc., were only shewn in single 
copies, be the perforations what they mav. In 
this way the collection left a very great deal to 
be desired, at the same time as a single speci
men collection of the Ancient School it was 
very good, containing Moldavia 27, 54, and 
108 paras, Zurich 4 rappen (three), the doub'e 
Geneva and 4c. Vaud, France ifr. vermilion, 
atso 1849 25c. lete-beche (in all four tete-beche 
French were shown and these were the only 
varieties the collection contained), Spun, 12c. 
inverted frame, 1850, 1851, complete unused, 
1852, 2 reales and 3 cuartos, Madrid unused,

also Great Britain unused V.R. and I.R. official, 
5s., 10s.

For the Silver Medal Prince Doria Pamphiij 
showed a collection of Great Britain and 
Colonies. These were mounted on blank pages 
the descriptions being printed on slips neatly 
pasted at the top and side margin of the pages. 
Several albums were exhibited but owing to only 
one page in each album being on view a detailed 
description is impossible. The collection in
cluded amongst the unused Great Britain Archer 
roulette, India, 2 annas 1855, Lagos 1883, 2s. 6d., 
5s., io s . ,  Vancouver, 10c. imperf., St. Vincent, 
1869, fourpence yellow, one shilling brown, also 
five shilling star, Tobago sixpence C.A., Nevis, 
complete in single specimens. Whilst used were 
noticeable, Ceylon pence, imperf., Labuan, 1879 
12c., British Guiana, 1830 12 cents, 1851 4 cents, 
Nevis 6d. litho, Nova Scotia one shilling, New 
Brunswick one shilling, Barbadoes id on 5s. 
pair, Western Australia, rouletted varieties. 
Judging from what one saw from the exposed 
pages this collection appears to be compiled on 
fairly advanced philatelic lines, and was a model 
of neatness in the mounting and general appear
ance.

Another silver medal went to Mr. Giulio Rous- 
sette for what appeared to be an interesting 
collection especially of Russian Locals, in which 
the page on view showed Bobrov, 1872, vertical 
strip of four, 1878 vertical strip of three, 1879 
vertical strip of six, all showing varieties which 
were annotated in very neat handwriting over 
each strip. Another album showed Zurich in 
which the types were collected, a fine lot of the 
4 rappen being shown. In all ten volumes were 
exhibited, and they included a number of rari
ties of the various countries, the wrappers, enve
lopes, and post cards of which were also in
cluded. A pretty collection and intelligently 
mounted.

Yet one other silver medal for the five albums 
and contents shown by Mr. Enrico Tron of Leg
horn, including Tuscany 3 lire, 2 soldi, superb 
strip of five. Zurich 4 rappen (two), Vaud, 4c. 
and double Geneva, Spain 2 rcalcs of 1851 and 
1852 and Madrid 3 cuartos, United States a re
presentative lot including periodicals compLte, 
etc.

In the division for collections in an album 
under 8,000 in number, Mr. Egidio Bigliani of 
Lucca, secured a silver medal. The page on 
v iew being Spain, which showed the 2 realcs of 
1851, 1852, and a pair of 1853 on part of the 
envelopes with a block of ten 6 reales in fine 
condition. The book al-o contained Wurtem- 
berg, 7okr. the two varieties, British Columbia, 
1 dol. perf. 12)4, Mexico, 1864, 3c. brown, Fiji 
Times Express set, Oldenburg, 1859, J^sgr., 
Saxony 3 pf,, Naples Trinacria and Cross, '1 us- 
cany 2 sol., 6ocr., 9 cr. on white, and 3 lire, 
double Geneva, two Zurich 4 rappen, British 
Guiana, 1851, ic. and 4 cents, Montserrat, 4d.,
C.A., Peru, % peso yellow, Victoria, 1858, five 
shillings, etc.
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V.—Rest of the World. Rarities.
Of the six competitors in this class Prince 

Doria Pamphilj obtained the chief award, a sil
ver gilt medal with a group of sixty-seven, com
prising in unused, Russian Levant, 1865, 2pi., 
Belgium, 1850, 40c., watermarked in irame, 
Uruguay, 185b, 60c., Mexico, 1864, 3 centavos, 
Bolivia, 1867, 500 cent-, 1871, 500c., New Gra
nada, 1861, 2% cents, etc. ; whilst in the used 
were France, 1849, 1 franc vermilion, Zurich
4 rap. (six), double Geneva, Vaud 4c., Buenos 
Ayres, 1858, 3 pesos, 4 pesos, Wurtemburg, 7okr. 
pair, Spain, all the 2 reales and 1865 frame in
verted; Switzerland Poste Locale 2]/z rappen 
with frame, Peru J4  peso rose, etc.

Mr. Remigio Sciarra a silver medal for Great 
Britain, V.R., Spain 2 reales of 1851, 1852, 
Oldenburg, 1859 ^ g r., Virgin Isles, 6d. perf. 15, 
Buenos Ayres fleet complete, except 3 pesos, 
Vancouver,' 10c. imperf., U.S. State 5 dollars, 
Bolivia, 1867, 50c. blue, these and others were 
unused; in the used were France 1 franc ver
milion, Spain, 1853, 2 reales, New Brunswick, 
one shilling, Argentine, 1861, 15c. pair, Buenos 
Ayres, 3 pesos, Brazil slanting numerals 180, 
360 and 600 reis, Mauritius one penny premiere 
gravure, Sidney views one penny and two pence, 
different plates, etc.

The other silver medal was taken by Mr. Atilio 
Barocci with a group of seventy-seven, includ
ing a complete sheet of New Caledonia (by the 
way this was the second sheet in the Exhibition 
of this country), the one shillings of Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick, Buenos Avres 3p., 4p., and
5 pesos, Tobago, 6d. C.A., Virgin Isles, 6d. 
perf. 15, Nevis 6d. litho, etc.

It was pleasing to find a lady securing the 
remaining medal (bronze). The group of fifty- 
five shown by Miss Bianca Arbib, of Venice, 
having some very fine specimens amongst them, 
notably France ifr. vermilion on portion of the 
entire, and an unused U.S., 1851, 5 cents. This 
exhibit contained many other rarities such as 
Spain, all the 2 reales, etc.

There was a good display in the various classes 
for Journals, Periodicals, Albums, etc., while 
the Exhibit of Philatelic Literature by Dr. 
Emilio Diena was rich in first editions, which I 
refrain from mentioning at length fearing this 
branch is still sadly neglected. The two cata
logues of C. K. Jones and Co., of Corporation 
Street, Manchester, issued in 1866 and 1867 could 
not fail, however, to catch my eye.

The following is a synopsis of the recognised 
rarities in the Exhibition : —

18

unused.
1
2
2
3 
1

used.
Tuscany, 3 lire 

,, 60 crazie
,, 2 soldi 47
,, 9 crazie on w hitei9

Naples Trinacria 12
,, Cross 48 2

The above is a further illustration, if one be 
needed of the rarity of Italian States unused. 
At the same time from this list, and from what 
has already been said it must be evident that 
the Exhibition was of considerable merit and

abounded in the rarities generally known to the 
average collector; at the same time it does seem 
a pity that with such a nucleus the Italian col
lectors do not follow the excellent example set 
by one to whom the success of the Exhibition in 
so great a manner is due. 1 have ever had an 
admiration for the acumen possessed by Dr. 
Diena when the stamps of the Italian States were 
on the tapis, and the result of a personal ac
quaintance has intensified the belief that in his 
country, and on his country's stamps Dr. Diena 
as a philatelist is facile princeps. For the 
extreme courtesy with which I and my confrkre 
were received, I beg to tender to the Committee 
of the Exhibition my sincere thanks.

LIST OF AWARDS.
Cl.ASS I.

Division 1—Alberto Viterbo Barocci, Venice, 
Silver Medal.

Division 3—Carlo Fmo, Milan, Silver-Gilt 
Medal.

Division 5—Th. Lemaire, Paris, Bronze Medal. 
Division 6—Ing. Enrico Marchesi, Turin, Silver 

Medal.
Division 7—C. A. Pini, Bologna, Hon. Mention. 
Division 7—Attilio Barocci, Venice, Silver 

Medal.
CLASS II.

Division 4—Giulio Roussette, Turin, Bronze 
Medal.

Division 7—Remigio Sciarra, Genoa, (*) Gold 
Medal.

Division 7—Attilio Barocci, Venice, Silver-Gilt 
Medal.

Division 7—Prince Doria-Pamphilj, Rome, 
Silver Medal.

Division 7—Giulio Roussette, Turin, Silver 
Medal.

Division 7—Enrico Tron, Livorno, Silver 
Medal.

CLASS III.
Division 3—Cav. Alberto Monchicourt, Milan, 

Hon. Mention.
Division 4—Egidio Bigltani, Lucca, Silver 

Medal.
CLASS IV.

Division 1—A. E. Fiecchi, Venice, Silver-Gilt 
Medal.

Division 1—Ing. Enrico Marchesi, Turin, Silver 
Medal.

Division 1—Paolo Cometta, Milan, Bronze
Medal.

Division 1—Bianca Arbib, Venice, Bronze
Medal.

Division 1—S. Candrian, Venice, Hon. Mention. 
Division 2—Prince Doria-Pamphilj, Rome,

Silver-Gilt Medal.
Division 2—Remigio Sciarra, Genoa, Silver 

Medal. ' .
Division 2—Attilio Barocci, Venice, Silver 

Medal.
Division 2—Bianca Arbib, Venice, Bronze

Medal. *
CLASS V.

Division 1—A. E. Fiecchi, Venice, Silver Medal.
* Grand Prize of the Exhibition.
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Division i—Giuseppe Lanzi, Rome, Bronze 
Medal.

CLASS VI.
Division i—G. B. Cresto, Milan, Bronze Medal.
Division 3—Leonie Monchicourt, Milan, Bronze 

Medal.
CLASS VII.

Division 1—Enrico Melillo, Naples, Bronze 
Medal.

Division 20—II Francobollo (V. Gussoni, Milan), 
Bronze Medal.

Division 2a—La Bivista del Francobollo, Rome, 
Hon. Mention.

Division 2b—Per Philatelist, Dresden, Bronze 
Medal.

Division 2b—The Philatelic Becord, London, 
Bronze Medal.

Division 2b—Le Questionneur Philaiilique'^Paris, 
Bronze Medal.

Division 2b— Vertrauliches Korresp. Blatt, Han
over, Hon. Mention.

Division lb  — Le Philatilisle Frangais, Paris, 
Hon. Mention,

Division 2b—Revue Pkilatilique Frangaise, Paris, 
Hon. Mention.

Division 5—A. Ravazzolo, Padua, Catalague, 
Silver Medal.

Division 5—Th. Lemaire, Paris, Catalogue, 
Hon. Mention.

Division 7 — C. F. Liicke, Leipsie, Albums, 
Bronze Medal.

CLASS X.
Division 1—Societa Filatelica Lombarda, Milan, 

Silver Medal.
Division 2—Internationaler Philatelisten Verein, 

Dresden, Silver Medal.
Division 3—Societe Frangaise de Timbrologie, 

Paris, Silver Medal.
CLASS XI.

Federico Barelli, Turin, Bronze Medal.
(Signed by the Jury).

Emilio Diena (Rome), President.
L. Immelen.
Ernst Stock (Berlin).
Ierlis A. Loli (Bologna).
Vittorio Capanna (Livorno), Secretary.

A Paper read before the Manchester Philatelic 
Society,

By W. YV. MUNN.
This beautiful and useful art was invented 

about the year 1796 by Aloys Senefelder, a native 
of Prague, so is comparatively a recent acquisi
tion. Senefelder, who was tne son of a come
dian, was born in 1771, and died at Munich in 
1834. For some time he studied law, but owing 
to his father’s death he was obliged to give up 
his studies, and in 1791 he-joined a company of 
actors. In this pursuit he was unsuccessful, so 
he became a dramatic author, but with no better 
success, and he was reduced to copying music

for a livelihood. In the endeavour to discover 
an easier and more expeditious method of print
ing music in place of copying by hand, he was 
through an accident led to try'litho stone, as a 
substitute for copper and thus got his first idea 
of lithography.

The discovery of lithography is told in many 
ways, but if the following account is to be relied 
upon it shows how valuable inventions often 
spring from trifles. After the first triumphant 
performance of Mozart’s opera of “Don Juan’’ at 
Munich, Aloys Senefelder saw the theatre pro
perly secured and retired to his small room to 
stamp the tickets for the following day. He had 
in his hand a polished whetstone for razors, 
which he had just purchased. This was a piece 
of litho stone, and was the only use to which this 
stone was put a century ago. Senefelder placed 
the whetstone on a table, along with a ticket 
stamp moistened with printer’s ink, and ai cheque 
on the theatre treasury for his weekly pav. A 
gust of wind swept the cheque off the table into 
a basin of water. Senefelder took the wet paper 
dried it, and weighted it down with the whetstone 
upon which he had accidentally placed the ink 
moistened printing stamp. Returning to his 
room next morning he was surprised to see the 
letters of the ticket displayed with remarkable 
accuracy upon the stone. The thought at once 
occurred to him, could he produce by such 
means copies of music, instead of by the labori
ous process of hand copying. He procured a 
large piece of the stone, and experimented with 
much success, until he finally invented the art 
of printing from stone, now known as litho
graph''. . This was an entirely different process 
from etching upon stone with acids, which was 
known several centuries earlier. After a long 
struggle against poverty and other obstacles, he 
was at length enabled to apply the new art on an 
extensive scale. He visited the principal cities 
of Europe to explain his invention, and on his 
return to Germany in 1810, he was appointed by 
the King of Bavaria, director of the Royal Print
ing Department at Munich, which he held until 
his death. In 1819 Senefelder published at 
Munich his work on “The Art of Lithography” 
which has been translated into many languages. 
France, Bavaria, and Russia all fostered the 
infant art. France, in particular, allotted a 
large sum of money for the purpose of encour
aging it, where the process was greatly improved, 
and found employment for thousands of persons. 
As usual, our English Government did nothing 
to encourage the art, but strangled it by an 
almost prohibitory duty on litho stones. After 
about three years this was remitted, but the 
duty' on the importation of foreign prints was 
also almost entirely taken off, which enabled the 
French lithographers to reap an abundant har
vest. However, in spite of all difficulties the 
lithographers of Great Britain and Ireland strug
gled on until they have produced the finest speci
mens of lithography in the world, notably in 
landscape drawing and lithowriting.

Lithography is founded on the principle that
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the particular kind of stone selected for print
ing purposes has a strong affinity for grease and 
water. When lines of a greasy nature are drawn 
on a litho stone, and the stone afterwards wetted, 
if a roller covered with greasy printing ink be 
applied to the stone, this printing ink will have 
more affinity for the greasy lines than for those 
parts of the surface without lines. Any dirt of a 
greasy kind accidentally or through carelessness 
coming in contact with the surface of the stone 
during the process of printing will receive the 
printer’s ink, and show distinctly on the printed 
impressions. This accounts for many of the dots 
and dashes so dear to the heart of the advanced 
philatelist. In this way the greasy lines of the 
design on the stone are capable of receiving and 
imparting printers ink to absorbent paper or 
other substances, such as silk, linen, etc. The 
litho stone is a peculiar kind of limestone only 
found in a-few parts of the globe, and unless new 
quarries are discovered there is a danger of the 
demand being greater than the supply. The 
best quality comes from Lohenhofen in Bavaria. 
The stone should be from 2 to 5 inches thick, 
free from flaws or foreign substances, and is 
very brittle, especially in frosty weather. The 
stone requires grinding down until it is perfectly 
level, with sand and water, either face to face or 
with a machine called a lavigator. Many firms 
now use steam stone grinding machines. Zinc 
is in many wavs a fair substitute for litho stone, 
and sheets of zinc, faced with thin layers of 
stone have been tried, but so far without success.

There are various methods employed in litho
graphy, notably drawing on the stone with pen, 
brush or crayon, engraving on the stone, and 
drawing on transfer paper, and transferring to 
the stone from engraved plates. Transferring 
on stone may be divided into three kinds, 1st 
transferring from original drawings or writings 
made on transfer paper, 2nd transferring from 
drawings made on stone to save the original 
lrom being worn out by constant working, 
3rd transferring from type or engravings on 
steel or copper plates. The last named is one 
of the most useful applications of lithography 
in philatelv, and has been often utilized when 
a supply of stamps has been required in a hurry. 
As this process has been used in the production 
of many of our lithographed stamps such as 
Nevis, Queensland, &c., a description of the 
modus operandi, may prove of some interest 
to philatelists. Transfers from copper plates 
are made in the following manner. The copper 
plate is slightly warmed, and the transfer ink 
(which is a compound of tallow, wax, shellac, 
Castile soap, rosin, and lamp black) spread over 
it with a dabber, working the ink carefully 
into the lines of the design. The plate is then 
wiped with a piece of rag, taking care not to 
remove any of the ink out of the engraving. 
Rub the palm of the hand with whitening and 
pass gently over plate till every speck of dirt 
disappears. Care in these two particulars is 
very essential, as any ink taken out of the design 
will be missing in the transfer, and any particles

of dirt left on the face of the plate will be trans
ferred with the design. The transfer paper is 
damped evenly Ob' the back, placed upon the 
plate, and pulled through the press. Heat the 
plate again, and gently work off the transfer 
paper, which will have taken up the ink from 
the lines of the engraving. Take a clean 
polished litho stone slightly warmed, damp the 
transfer from the plate on the back, place it . 
face downwards on the stone, and pull through 
the press several times. The transfer paper 
is well soaked in water and removed, leaving 
the impression in transfer ink on the stone, 
which is then prepared for printing from. If 
the composition is too damp, it causes the im
pression to be doubled in places. If the com
position is not tough enough, or sufficient pres
sure is not used in pulling through the press, 
the result is broken lines. Thus we see how it 
is possible to have so many minor varieties on 
the stamps produced by lithographic transfer.

NEW ISSUE OF POSTAGE AND 
REVENUE STAMPS.

It is notified, for the information of all officers, 
that a new issue of postage and revenue stamps 
of the values of %d., id., 2d., 2j^d., 3d., 4a., 
3d., 6d., 8d., qd., is., 2s., and 5s., will be made 
on the 5th proximo. For the present the supply 
of these stamps is limited, and they are to be 
sold side by side with the stamps of the present 
issue until a sufficient stock is on hand to enable 
the present issue to be superseded. The follow
ing is a detailed description of the new stamps:

ONE HALFPENNY (lilac-brown).—View of 
Mount Cook, in oval frame on shaded back
ground, surmounted by curved inscription in 
white letters, “ Postage and Revenue,’’ and at 
top, by label with ornamental border containing 
“ New Zealand ” in coloured letters on white 
ground. Central design is flanked by sprays 
of ranunculus and celmisia, below which on 
each side are small oval labels surrounded by 
scrolls, and bearing figures of value on white 
ground, the value in words being in straight 
label at foot. (Designed by W. H. Young, 
Auckland, for 4d. stamp in orange ; 2nd 
prize).

ONE PENNY (light-brown, with blue centre). 
—View of Lake Taupo, with Ruapehu in back
ground, and cabbage-palm in left foreground, 
surrounded by semi-circular labels containing 
“ New Zealand " in white letters on colour above, 
and “ Postage and Revenue ” in coloured letters 
below. Value in words in straight label at foot, 
broken at each lower corner by square contain
ing figure of value. Ornamental spandrels. 
(T. Gaut, Wellington, for $d. stam p; 1st prize).

TWOPENCE (Winc-rcd or claret).—View of 
Pembroke Peak, Milford Sound, surrounded by
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oval band with inscription in white, “New Zea
land Postage and Revenue.” Figure of value 
at base of design, with ornaments on each side. 
Value in words at foot, in straight label, full 
width of stamp. Sides and top of stamp are 
enclosed by dotted border of Greek design and 
ornamental spandrels. (W. R. Bock, Welling
ton, for id. stamp; 1st prize.)

TWOPENCE-HALFPENNY (Antwerp blue). 
—Oblong (horizontal), view of Mount Earnslaw 
and head of Lake Wakatipu, with “phormium 
tenax,” toitoi, and cabbage-palms in foreground. 
Inscription, “New Zealand” in white, “Postage 
and Revenue” in colour, at top of stamp. Value 
in. figures only, enclosed in scroll ornament 
springing from lower right hand corner, and 
bearing name of locality (misspelt “Wakitipu”). 
Name “Mt. Earnslaw” in left-hand lower corner. 
(E. T. Luke, Melbourne, for 3d. stam p; 2nd 
prize.)

THREEPENCE (Light-brown).—Central de
sign, a pair of huias on branch, surrounded by 
a circular border, inscribed “New Zealand Post
age and Revenue” in white letters on colour, 
and broken at lower corner by Egyptian orna
mentation. Value in words at bottom, divided 
in centre by shield of solid colour, with figure 
“3” in white. Upper spandrels are filled in 
with similar labels, bearing figures of value 
placed obliquely. (W. R. Bock, Wellington. 
In dark purple, to show the beautiful natural 
colour of the birds'; present colour spoils the 
artist’s intention. 2nd prize).

FOURPENCE (Rose-lake)— View of White 
Terrace, Rotomahana, in oval dotted border, 
flanked by sprays of tataramoa, and broken at 
base on each .side by bands containing inscrip
tion, “Postage,” “Revenue.” Name of colony 
at top of stamp, and value in words at foot, in 
straight iabels. (E. Howard, Melbourne; 2nd 
prize.)

Fiy.EPENCE (Brown-lake).—Oblong (verti
cal), view of Otira Gorge, with snow-peak in 
background. Name in lower right-hand corner, 
also small circular view of Mount Ruapehu 
superimposed upon left foreground. Inscription 
“New Zealand Postage and Revenue” at top of 
stamp, and value in words at base, in straight 
label. (E. T. Luke, Melbourne, for 3s. stam p; 
2nd prize.)

SIXPENCE (Sap-green).—Representation of 
kiwi “regardant,” surmounted by semi-circular 
band of solid colour, bearing words “New Zea
land” in white letters, and supported by oblique 
labels, “Postage,” “Revenue,” on left and right 
respectively. Value in words only at base of 
stamp, in straight label. The corners of the 
design, which has a distinctive appearance re
sembling a horeshoe, are filled in with orna
mental scroll-work on shaded ground. (E. 
Howard, Melbourne, for id .'stam p; 2nd prize.)

EIGHTPENCE (Steel-blue).—Large outline 
figure “8,” supported by fern-trees and cabbage- 
palms on shaded background. Within tne 
upper portion of the figure is an Imperial crown, 
and in the lower portion a view with Native war-

canoe over the word “pence” at base of figure. 
The lower corners of stamp contain circles with 
figures of value in white the upper corners being 
bevelled and filled with scallop ornaments. The 
words “New Zealand Postage and Revenue” are 
inscribed upon the curves of the last figure which 
forms the central device. (E. Howard, Mel
bourne ; 2nd prize.)

NINEPENCE (Lilac).—Oblong (horizontal), 
view of Pink Terrace, Rotomahana, with tree- 
fern and nikau-palm at sides. The legend 
“Postage and Revenue” at base of picture. 
Value in white figures in coloured circles at 
each .corner. “New Zealand” in arched inscrip
tion above, and value in words below, in straight 
label; both white letters on colour. (W. K. 
Bock, Wellington ; in pink, for 5s. stamp.)

ONE SHILLING (Orange-red).—Representa
tion of pair of kakas on branch, in colour on 
white background within fancy frame, having 
arched label “Postage” above “and Revenue” 
below. Name of colony at top of stamp, and 
value in words at bottom, in straight labels. 
Value in figures in circles at lower corners, 
above the bottom label. (W. R. Bock; 1st 
prize).

TWO SHILLINGS (Blue-green)— Oblong 
(horizontal), view of Milford Sound in fancy 
frame, with title below in label, and clump of 
cabbage-palms on left-hand side above scrolled 
circle enclosing value in figures. The words 
“New Zealand Postage and Revenue” in white 
letters at top of stamp. (E. T. Luke, Mel
bourne, for 2l4d. stamp; 1st prize.)

FIVE SHILLINGS (Vermilion)— Ob'ong 
(vertical), view of Mount Cook, with name in 
white label below. Inscription, “New Zealand 
Postage and Revenue” above, and value in words 
at foot, white letters on coloured ground. (E. 
T. Luke, for is. stamp; and prize.)

It will be noticed there are two Mount Cooks, 
two Rotomahana Terraces and two Milford 
Sound designs).

All the above stamps are printed on white 
wove unwatermarked paper and perforate 14 to 
15. The rectangular stamps measure about 
18mm. by 22mm., and the oblong stamps 33mm. 
by 20mm., or, say, 12/16 in. by 15/16 in., and 
13/16 in. by 15/16 in.

W. Gray, Secretary.
General Post Office, Wellington, 24th March, 

1898.
(The information in parentheses after each 

description was furnished us by Mr. L. A. San
derson.)

From the Aunt ration Fhilatrlid.

©lecoSerte®.
FRENCH LEVANT.

Of the 20 piastres on 5 francs there exist two 
varieties having regard to the length and height 
of the surcharge.

The first issue measures 1514mm. by i^m ra., 
and a later issue 16mm. by imtn.

From the Echo.
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(jtotttnamcu
By the Editor.

Addition to the Festschrift des Berliner Philate- 
listen Club zu dessen zehnjAhrigem Bcstehen.

As stated on page 75 a full description of the 
varieties of the 15 bant with beard could not be 
given because large blocks to ascertain the 
exact setting up could not be obtained. Since 
then, however, it seems that quantities of unused 
Roumanians have been found in Bucarest. 
Blocks of 10 of the 15 and 50 b.tni values have 
been met with, besides many smaller blocks. A 
Berlm dealer had a block of 38 of the 15 bani 
witn beard, four stamps being always nicely ob
literated with a large die in blue (Bucuresie and 
Oct. 1886!)

At the hand of larger material Messrs. Wasser- 
mann and Eraenkel find that with regard to the 
date of issue of this value all catalogues and 
articles have made a mistake. It had always 
been taken for granted that this value was issued 
with the remainder of the 1871 (beard) issue, in 
consequence the plate would have been set up 
in Dlocks of to in 5 pairs. This, however, is 
proved to be erroneous. They were set up in 
blocks of 8 in two rows, exactly in the same 
manner as the 1868 issue. From dated speci
mens the following dates can be seen : 5 April, 
23 June, 26 June, it July, 16 July, 16 August, 
all 1872. T his value therefore seems to have 
been issued only in 1872, and should be tabu
lated after the perforated issue of 1872.

15 BANI, Red, Carmine.
Var. 1. The second C of C1 NC1 resembles a 6, 
Yar. 2. There is a red dot between the red 

lines over BANI.
Var. 3. With an oblique line through the right 

foot of A in ROMAN A.
Yar. 4. The lines over the N of Cl NCI are 

broken.
Var. 5. The first I CTNCIS is much thicker in 

the centre, and the S of the same word h is a 
dot on the right.

Yar. 6. There is a small red dot before the 
I of BANI.

Yar. 7. The first A of ROMANA united with 
the frame by a coloured line.

Yar. 8. In front of the ear and through the lobe 
there runs a thin line starting from the ear- 
hole which sometimes can only be seen look
ing like a thread. Minor varieties in this 
stamp are a fine white line through the O of 
POSTA or a dot on the 5 in the right hand 
bottom corner.

(JJ-mfefc JSfftfee*
THE ENVELOPE .CONTRACT.

Opening of the Tenders, 30th March, 1898.
Once again the big paper combine which has 

controlled the making of stamped envelopes 
and newspapers has been defeated.

The opening of bids for furnishing the 
government with these supplies took place to

day, and resulted in a complete surprise—the 
Purcell Envelope Company of Holyoke, Mass., 
outbid the combine on all items, and will doubt
less receive the contract.

t  our years ago when bids were opened the 
comoine struck the same snag, the Purcell 
Company’s proposal being $110,000 in round 
numbers lower than the bid of the combine. 
After a short time, and before the new con
tractor got to work, an arrangement was made 
between him and the combine whereby the 
latter carried on the contract.

This is one of the most important contracts 
let by the government, involving as it does, a 
yearly expenditure of over a million dollars. 
Heretofore the department has insisted upon 
the use of but one kind of paper—that dried in 
lofts and known to the trade as “loft-dried.” 
The combine, it is alleged, controlled all the 
paper of this class, and made it practically 
impossible for any one else to bid. The Purcell 
Company, however, four years ago made plans 
for building several large buildings where paper 
of this kind could be manufactured, and sub
mitted a bid, which as above stated, upon com
parison was $110,000 lower than the one the 
combine put in. This was followed, as stated, 
by the arrangement between the combine and 
the Purcell Company.

It is understood that there has been some 
dissatisfaction between the two firms lately, 
which resulted in the Purcell Company putting 
in a separate bid this year and withdrawing 
from the combine. The contract is for four 
years, it may be stated, and calls for the manu
facture of 598,554,250 stamped envelopes and 
wrappers.

I he opening of the bids took place in the 
office of the fourth assistant postmaster general 
and attracted a number of bidders and those 
interested in the contract. Gen. Merritt per
sonally superintended the opening of the bids.

There were two proposals offered by the de
partment, one for loft dried paper, the other 
for ordinary paper. This distinction was made 
to insure competition, and there was plenty of 
it.

There were twelve bidders, and the majority 
of them submitted proposals.

It was known in advance that the contract 
really hinged upon the bids submitted for four 
items—item No. 5, calling for the first quality 
of extra-si/ed letter stamped envelopes, of 
which 355,957,000 were estimated to be neces
sary, item No. 3, calling for, approximately,
62.882.000 of first-class commercial size enve
lopes ; item No. 12, calling for 40,747,000 news
paper wrappers, and item No. 13, calling for
50.742.000 gummed white or amber envelopes.

These were the'important items in the bid
ding, and all interest' centred about the prices 
for these.

The current prices the government is paying 
for these items is as follows: Item No. 5, $1.30 
per 1,000; item No. 3, $1.22 per 1,000; item 
No. 12, 53 cents per 1,000, and item No. 13, 
$1.37 per 1,000.
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The lowest bids for these to-day, as submitted 
by the Purcell Company, were: Item No. 5, 

'$1.05; item No. 3, 80 cents; item No. 12, 50 
cents, and item No. 13, $1.10. So it will be 
seen at a glance how much the government 
profits by this bidding.

From the Evening Star.

(Jtofeg.

I wish to draw attention to my new list of 
half-penny stamps published in the Advertiser 
this month.

My old list has proved so popular, and I have 
had so many enquiries for penny stamps as 
well, that I concluded to make a list of these 
as well as stamps at ij^d and 2d each, a list of 
which appears in the Advertiser this month.

I should again like to call the attention of 
publishers and editors of Philatelic Papers that 
I wish to exchange two copies regularly with 
them. If they desire to have their Journal 
noticed in the Review of Reviews portion of the 
Journal, they are particularly requested to send 
one copy to me, and one to the Editor, Mr. G. 
13. Duerst, Rolandseck, Athol-road, Alexandra 
Park, Manchester. In spite of repeated notices 
1 find that many still send two copies to me. 
In future I cannot guarantee that any notice 
will be taken of their publications, unless one 
copy be sent to Mr. Duerst as so often requested.

1 have had frequent applications for my whole
sale List. I regret to say that the same is now 
quite out of print, but that I am at present at 
work upon another which I ‘hope will be pub
lished shortly. It is at present quite impossi
ble for me to give the date yet, but its publica
tion will be duly announced in these columns.

I have managed to secure a few copies of the 
rare Sierra Leone provisional 2j^d. on 2s. I 
have a copy of type 3 and a couple of type 1. 
Should any of my readers wish to secure a copy 
of this rare provisional, I shall be happy to 
give them full particulars on application.

I regret to say that my agents Messrs. Boulton 
and Co., of 75, Cheapside, London, have felt 
compelled to relinquish the agency for the 
Journal. At the same time I am happy to be 
able to inform my London readers that I have 
secured the services of the firm of Messrs. Riley 
and Nissen, 106, High Holborn, London. Sub
agents will henceforth receive their supplies 
from these gentlemen, and advertisers and sub
scribers in London can send their orders to 
them direct, which orders will, I feel certain, 
have their best and immediate attention.

With regard to my list of packets, which is 
in the hands of most of my readers, I can now 
supply Ihemt wholesale. Dealers wishing to 
purchase a good and cheap line of packets, are 
requested to communicate with me, when I 
shall be happy to communicate to them my 
special wholesale terms to dealers only.

I still have a few copies remaining on hand 
of the British Empire Postage Stamp Album 
compiled and arranged by S. C. Skipton. To 
clear these remaining copies I have decided to 
offer them at the following greatly reduced 
prices: — "
Unbound in two v olumes for 12s. instead of 21s., 
anu bound 30s. 'in place of 42s. hitherto charged.

As I have only a few copies left, early appli
cation is necessary in order to prevent disap
pointment.

Owing to my annual stock-taking which takes 
place on July 1st for a week, I request the in
dulgence of my customers during that period. 
Orders received from June 30th and July 7th 
will be executed as quickly as possible, and in 
rotation as received.

WM. BROWN.

©ccreee.

GOVERNMENT NOTICE.
No. 86.
The following correspondence which has passed 
beween his Excellency the Governor and the 
Right Honourable the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies respecting the issue of a special 
Postage Stamp on 15th August next to com
memorate the 400th anniversary of the discovery 
of this island by Columbus, is published for 
general information.

By Command,
EDWARD DRAYTON,

Colonial Secretary. 
Colonial Secretary’s Office,

4th May, 1898.

Governor to the Secretary of State.
Copy.
Grenada. Grenada,
No. 34. 12th March, 1898.

Sir,—On the 15th August next the 400th anni
versary of the discovery of Grenada will take 
place, for on that day of 1498 Columbus, after 
passing through the Strait of Boca del Dragon 
which separates Trinidad from the Main Land 
of South America, sighted the islands of Tobago 
and Grenada, and called them respectively 

( Asuncion and Concepcion.
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2. It is my desire, which is shared by my 
Executive Council, to mark an anniversary of 
such interest and importance in the Colony’s 
history by the issue of a special 2j4d. postage 
stamp, of the design enclosed (subject to the 
discretion of the Crown Agents as to its size 
and colour) commemorative of the discover)', 
and I accordingly submit the proposal for your 
approval.

3. For sale to the public, I recommend an 
issue of 500,000 of the stamp, after which the 
plate can be destroyed ; and should you ap
prove of the proposal, I would ask that the 
Crown Agents may be authorised to take the 
necessary' steps to give it effect in time to admit 
of the issue reaching the Colony about July 
next.

4. I append a requisition in duplicate on 
the Crown Agents for the supply desired.—I 
have, etc.,

(Sgd.) Alfred Moloney,
Governor.

The Right Hon’ble
Joseph Chamberlain, M.F.,

&'C., &c., &c.,

Secretary o f State to Governor.
Copy.
Grenada. Downing Street,
No. 48, 16th April, 18,8.

Sir, — 1 have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your despatch No. 34 of the 12th of 
March submitting a proposal for the issue of a 
special postage stamp to commemorate the 
400th anniversary of the discovery of Grenada 
by Columbus, and to inform you that I am pre
pared to approve of such an issue, and have 
accordingly caused the Crown Agents to be 
instructed to proceed with its preparation adopt
ing the design marked B. enclosed in your 
despatch.—I have, etc.,

{Sgd.) J. Chamberlain.
Governor

Sir C. A. Moloney', K.C.M.G.,
&c., &c., &c.,

Jnfernftftonaf (Union,

President—
His Honour Judge Philbrick , Q.C.

Honorary Vice-Presidents.
E. H awkins, J.P., Bury St. Edmunds.
Vernon Roberts, Manchester.
R ev. W. Bell, Cork.

Vice-Presidents—

II. R. Oldfield , London.
W. Dorning Beckton, Manchester.
H. L. Hayman, London.

Committee—
F. E mpson, Birmingham 
W. H adixjw, London.
W. G. Hawkins, London.
J. E. JOSELIN, London.
W. B. Kirkpatrick, Bournemouth.
W. Matthews, London.
S .  C .  SK IPTO N , Salisbury.
B. W. Neave, London.
C. T. Reed, London.
W. S ilk, London.
B. W. Warhurst, London.

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer—
T. II. H inton, 5, Paultons Square, Chelsea, London,

S.W.
Exchange Superintendent—

Dr. Marx, Rotandseck School, Ealing, London, W.
Hon. Librarian—

B. W. Warhurst, 15, Paultons Square, Chelsea, 
London, S.W.

Hon. Counterfeit Detector.
W. Hadlow, 331, Strand, London, W.C.

Hon. Solicitors—
Messrs. Oldfield, Bartram & Oldfield, St. 

Stephen’s Chamlvers, Telegraph Street, Moorgate 
Street, London, E.C.

MEMBERSHIP.
Candidates for admission must be over 18 

years of age, and supply at least two satisfactory 
references. They will then be proposed for 
election, and if no objection be lodged within 
fourteen days, be duly elected. The entrance 
fee, 2s. 6d. and subscription, 5s., should accom
pany the application, and will be refunded in the 
event of the non-election of the applicant.

NEW MEMBER.
Reginald C. Farrant, Secretary, Williams and 

Co., Casilla, No. 989, Lima, Peru.

(Owing to Mr. Hinion’s absence on his holiday, 
we cannot give the usual monthly report.

Ed. P.J.G.Ii.)

EDINBURGH.
The Scottish Philatelic Society.—T he 

usual Momhlv Metetinjg was held in St. 
Andrew Square, on Monday', the 9th of May, 
at 8.15 p.m.
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Present:—Mr. Adam Smail, Vice-President, 
in the chair, Dr. Ballantyne, and Messrs. 
Henderson, Richardson, Hobbs, Fleming and 
Fish.

Reference was made to the loss the Society 
had sustained through the death of Mr. A. C. 
Williamson, Advocate, 6, Moray P lace; and 
on the motion of Dr. Ballantyne, which was 
carried, the Vice-President and the Secretary 
were instructed to convey to Mrs. Williamson 
a vote of deepest sympathy from the Society.

Mr. C. Forbes, East Ham, Essex, proposed 
by Mr. Fish, and seconded by Mr. Richardson, 
was duly elected a member.

It was decided, that 'no /further meetings 
should be held until September; and it was 
remitted to the Committee to make arrange
ments for an Exhibition early next Session.

Dr. Ballantyne showed a number of copies 
of the Five Francs of France, and pointed out 
some differences in size and in printing.

There then took place a display of British 
Stamps. Mr. Henderson's were arranged in 
one of Skipton’s Albums, a .volume that was 
much admired. Dr. Ballantyne’s were in books 
carefully sketched out by himself with a place 
for each variety. Mr. Fish showed his collec
tion of British Revenues.

At the close, a vote of thanks was passed to 
the members who had brought their collections, 
and had thus helped so materially to make the 
Meeting an enjoyable one.

The April Packet for Section II. and the 
May Packet for Section I. have returned to 
the Secretary, and all accounts have been paid 
up to date.

WILLIAM FISH,
18, Montpelier Terrace. Hon. Sec. and Treas.

Manchester Philatelic S ociety.—The 
Annual Meeting was held at the Grand Hotel 
on Friday evening, May 13th, the President 
in the chair, supported by sixteen members.

The Hon. Sec.’s report shewed that the num
ber of members has increased to 66, and that 
15 Ordinary and 14 List Meetings have been 
held during the winter, with an average attend
ance of 16. Allusion was made to the prominent 
position which the Society attained at the London 
Exhibition, to the success of the Exhibition 
held in Manchester at the opening of the Session 
and the Lantern Exhibition given early in the 
present year, and also to the satisfactory man
ner in which the whole season’s programme 
has been carried out.

The President, in moving the adoption of 
the report, referred to the interest which the 
public of this neighbourhood are now taking 
in Philately, and expressed his regret and that 
of the members generally that ill-health should 
necessitate the retirement of Mr. Harrison from 
the position of Hon. Sec., which he has so 
admirably filled for two years.

The report of tne Hon. Treasurer shewed a

balance in hand, and that of the Hon. Librarian 
announced several gifts of books and magazines 
to the Library. 1

Sheets to the value of ^1026 7s 8d nett have 
been circulated bv the Exchange Packet Com
mittee.

The following gentlemen were unanimously 
elected Officers : — *

President.—W. Doming Beckton. 
Vice-Presidents.—F. Barratt. E. Petri.
Hon. Secretary.—G. Fred H. Gibson.
Assist. Hon. Secretary.—C. H. Coote.
Hon. Treasurer.—G.*B. Duerst.
Hon. Librarian.—J. C. North.
Hon. Sec. of Exchange Packet.—W. Grune- 

wald.
Committee.—J. H. Abbott, W. Grunewald, 

W. W. Munn.
Committee of Exchange Packet.—T. Oxlev,

N, Wanstall. ’
Mr. Munn proposed that in future all stamps 

in the Society’s Packet be priced subject to a 
discount of 50 per cent for cash, such discount 
to be forfeited bv any member who fails to pry 
within 14 days of the despatch of his account 
by the Packet Secretary, unless he can furnish 
an explanation which will satisfy the Packet 
Committee, in which case thev mav remit the 
whole or any part of such penalty.' This was 
seconded by Mr. Harrison and carried.

G. FRED H. GIBSON,
Hon. Sec.

LISV O F MEMBERS.
J. H. Abbott, W. Armistead, W. Brown, F. 

J. Beazley, E. W. Bramwell (c), W. Doming 
Beckton, F. Barratt, Geo. Blockey (c), Dr. 
Brad lev, A. Buxton, H, Bucklev (c), H. B. 
Broomhead, W. G. Bowden (c), E. P. Collett, 
C. H. Coote, M. P. Castle, W. I.. Chew, John 
Cooper, W. Chapman, G. B. Duerst, J. W. 
Etherington, E. Ehfinger, E. Fildes, J. Flohr,
O. Gillett, W. Grunewald, D. S. ,Garsoa (c),
G. Fred H. Gibson, J. E. Higinbottnm, A, H. 
Harrison, R. F. V. Harrison, H. J. Hill (c), j. 
R. Hesketh, Nathan Heywood, R, D. Holland 
(c), M. Yv. Jones, Dr. Jago, Ch. Litchfield, 
F.^W. Lake, H. Lund, F.R.C.S., J. J. Leech, 
YV. YV. Munn, J. C. North, G. J. Newman, 1). 
Ostara, iThos. Oxley, P. L. Pemberton, Judge 
Philbrick, E. Petri, R. Pellew, T. Ridpath, 
Vernon Roberts, F. A. Roberts, H. Ranck, H. 
E. M. Rolsted (c), Evan T. Roberts, J. YV. 
Simpson, YV. K. Skipwith, J. H. Smyth (c), YV. 
Terry, M. Tchlinguirian, C. Tavlor (c), j. H. 
Thackrah, N. YVanstall, A. Wallace, Seth 
Wrigley.

B irmingham Philatelic S ociety.— Hon. 
President, \YT. B. Avery, Esq. ; President, YV7. 
T. Wilson, Esq. ; Vice-Presidents, R. Hollick, 
Esq., YV. Pimm, Esq. ; Committee, Mr. H. R. 
Bewlav, Mr. P. T. Deakin, Mr. V. Lundeblad, 
Mr. T. W. Peck, Mr. C. A. Stephenson, Mr. 
W. S. Vaughton ; Hon. Secretary' and Trea
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surer, Mr. G. Johnson, B.A., Official Address, 
208, Birchfield-road, Birmingham.

May iq. Paper—Stamps of Egypt—Mr. G. 
Johnson.

Messrs. L. C. Raphael, N. J. Vidovick, \V. 
Brettschneider and L. A. Sanderson were unani
mously elected members.

Mr. G. Johnson then read his paper on the 
Stamps of Egypt, illustrating it by means of 
his collection. The two types of each value 
in the first issue and the minor varieties of the 
second issue received careful attention.

T he Plymouth P hilatelic S ociety.— 
President, Major G. H. W. Stockdale, R.E. ; 
Vice-President, R. Tyeth Stevens, E q, ; Hon. 
Sec. and Treasurer, Mr. \V. A. Walker; 
Exchange Sec., l)r. C. E. Russel Rendle ; 
Committee, H. Tucker, F. A. Cocks, R.N.

The fifteenth Ordinary Meeting of the 7th 
Session 'was held at No. q.a, Princess Square, 
on Wednesday, 4th May, at 7.30 p.m., eleven 
members being present—the Vice-President in 
the chair. The date for the Annual Meeting 
was fixed for May 25th. The main item on the 
Agenda was to accept the resignation of Mr. 
Mr. Miller as Hon. Secretary, Treasurer and 
Exchange Secretary. After some remarks by 
the Chairman the following resolution, on the 
motion of the Vice-President, seconded by Mr.
H. W. Mayne and supported by Mr. Walker, 
was passed : —

That this Society receives and accepts Mr. 
Miller’s resignation as Hon. Secretary, 
Treasurer and Exchange Secretary with 
extreme regret, and begs to .record' its 
sense of its indebtedness to him for the 
valuable services he has rendered during 
the three years he has held the offices. 
It also begs to express a hope that the 
reason of his resignation, i.e., His proceed
ing to London, may result in the achieve
ment of his immediate object and his future 
general welfare.

Mr. W. E. Harvey at the same time resigned 
his office of Assistant Secretary. This was 
accepted with extreme regret, and a hearty vote 
of thanks accorded him for the valuable services 
he had rendered. Mr. W. A. Walker, of Gar
field House, Stoke, Devonport, was then unani
mously elected Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, 
and Dr. C. E. Russel Rendie, of 7, Buckland 
Terrace, Plymouth, was appointed Exchange 
Secretary. A paper from Air. Walker followed, 
bearing on certain issues of the Stamps of the 
British South African Company, and of the 
2nd Republic of the Transvaal, and special 
attention was called to varying peculiarities of 
type and surcharge. At its conclusion Mr. 
Walker was accorded a hearty vote of thanks.

The Sixteenth Ordinary Meeting of the 7th 
Session was held at No. pa, Princess Square, on 
Wednesday, 18th May, at 7.30 p.m., five mem
bers being present—the Vice-President in the 
chair. The Rev. E. A. Donaldson contributed

an exhaustive paper on the Stamps of Russia, 
dealing fully with varieties of paper, watermark, 
perforation, etc. After passing in review the 
locals and certain special issues requisitioned 
lor the Levant, Poland, etc., Mr. Donaldson 
discussed the 12 issues proper of the Empire 
that date from January 1st, [S5K, illustrating 
his remarks throughout bv his own collection, 
and acknowledging his indebtedness to the sec
tion on Russia as treated in Scott’s Catalogue 
for Advanced Collectors. A hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded to the reader of the paper.

The Eighth Annual Meeting of the Plymouth 
Philatelic Society tvas held at No. ga. Princess 
Square, on Wednesday, May 25th, at 7.30 p.m. 
The Reports of the Hon. Secretary and of the 
Hon. Secretary of the Exchange Branch shewed 
that the past Session (’97—g8) had been dis
tinctly satisfactory, as the financial deficit had 
been diminished by more than one half, and 
the record of the Exchange Packet was in every 
respect an unqualified success. Papers had been 
read or notes contributed of philatelic interest 
at fourteen'(meetings, and an interest shown in 
the Society's work that augured well for the 
future. No exhibition or Display of Stamps 
had been held, as it was not deemed advisable 
to incur fresh expenditures in. this respect. 
Through the Exchange Branch stamps had 
been circulated to the value of ^473 |0S nnd 
as many as 663 copies had been sold in one 
Packet alone (vi/., December, 1897). The 
success of the Packet was a matter of congratu
lation to all concerned in its circulation. The 
Hon. ’Treasurer’s Report wa- aUo satisfactory, 
pointing to a diminished deficit of £1 is. 7d., and 
calling attention to the fact that in the future 
the Ordinarv and Exchange Accounts were to 
be combined.

The following officers were elected for the 
Session of 18q8— qq :—President, Major G. H. 
Stockdale, R.N. ; Vice-President, R. T. 
Stevens, Esq. ; Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, 
W. A. Walker, Esq. ; Hon. Secretary Exchange 
Branch, Dr. C. E. Russel Rendle; Committee, 
Rev. E. T. Fyflfc, R.N., F. A. Cocks, F'.sq., 
R.N., H. Tucker, Esq.

W. A. WALKER,
Hon. Sec.

T he S uhuruan E xchange Clur.—T he 
October packets came hack from their supple
mentary rounds on May 22nd, and sheets were 
returned, and accounts submitted with the least 
possible delay. Sales were as follows: —

November AA Packet ^84 14 2
„ AH „ & 3  3  *
„ BA ,, £42 2 3
„ BB . „ /.30 t i n

Supplementary round of
A A and AB Packets ^54 o 1 

December A packets have been circulated 
among a certain number of non-contributing 
buying members, and are expected back in 
about a fortnight’s time.
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On \la y  25th, 199 sheets, valued in the aggre
gate at £2,217 IIS- 2d., were made up into four 
packets and despatched on their rounds. Many 
rare and obsolete stamps (such as a complete 
collection of provisional Oil Riv ers, Mgers, and 
Central Africans) were offered much below cata
logue prices. Australians and Spain were also 
very strongly .represented. Six new members 
have joined since last month. Packets will be 
made up during the summer months, but mem
bers who propose to leave home should notify 
all changes of address to the Secretary. Foreign 
Philatelists arc invited to join and send sheets, 
and arrangements will be made for them to 
receive equivalents for stamps taken in cash or 
exchange as may be preferred. Packets are 
sent .out intact, the member who is first on list 
having an opportunity of taking all the bargains. 
For rules, etc., apply to Secretary, H. A. Slade, 
Inglcsidc, St. Albans.

ByS. C. SKIPTON.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

Great Britain. The new tariff for compensation for 
loss of Inland Registered Letters has necessi
tated the application of a fresh plaster to the 
backs of the Registered Envelopes. Of this new 
Plaster there are two varieties in size.

British East Africa. An Error is noted on the Indian 
Envelope of 2a. 6p. on 4a. 6p. with the name 
spelt ‘ BIRTISH.’

Canada An extremely ugly Envelope has been 
issued with an embossed head of Queen to left 
in the centre of an engine turned oval and with 
the name ‘ CANADA ’ above.

E. 3c vermilion on white wove, size 147 x88m.

Ceylon. The highest value is reported by the Timbre 
Paste as being surcharge ‘ On Service.’

Off ir. tic. black and lilac-rose.

Gibraltar. Mr, Cansino informs us that he has heard 
that owing to the decreasing value of the Spanish 
peseta, it has been decided to go back to stamps 
with English currency.

Morocco. M’e have a copy of the 25c. Gibraltar 
surcharged with * Morocco’—‘Agenc:es’ in two 
lines, the whole set probably exists.

75c. black and blue.

Grenada. Mr. Slinger informs us that the Colonial 
Secretary has approved of an issue to com
memorate the 400th discovery of the island.

Mauritius. During March the 2c. cards ran out and 
recourse was had to surcharging the 6c., both 
single and double cards. The surcharge con
sists ol * 2 CENTS’ and bar over the stamp,and 
a bar over the words, * UNION POSTALE 
UMVERSELLE.’ The copy of the Reply 
Card seen by the Monthly Journal had the 
lower portion cut away to remove the inscription 
‘THE ANNEXED CARD,’ etc.

P.C. 2C. in blacic on 6c. purple on buff.
ac. „  on 1st half of 6 +  6c. purple on buff.
2C- ,, on 2nd half of fi+6c. ,,

New South Wales. Messrs Smyth and Nicolle have 
sent us a copy of the 6d. of the current type 
printed in a very bright green.

6d bright green.
New Zealand. Of the new issue it appears that the 

first plate of the 2)*d. stamp had an error, the 
name of the lake was spelt ‘ WAKITIPU ’ 
instead of ‘ WAKATIPU.’ In addition the 
tablet at IxMtom was inscribed ‘ MT. 
EARNSLAW ’ and the words ■ POSTAGE and 
REVENUE’ were placed under ‘ NEW 
ZEALAND’ at the top of the stamp. The 
errors were printed and sent out to New 
Zealand and are 1 icing used there. The stamps 
in the hands of the Agent General in London are 
of the new and correct type, and hence it is this 
type that has been iltustiated in all the papeis.

i|d. blue error, ‘ W A K IT II’ U.'
Queensland. The wrapper has appeared with instruct

ion in six lines according to the Australian 
Philatelist.

W. id. green on manila, instruction in six lines.

South Australia. The same paper notes the
2%d. deep blue, perf. 13.

Victoria. We have seen copies of the Charily Stamps. 
The id. (sold at 1 /•), has the head of Queen in 
a shield superimposed on the circle of a coin with 
Crown above. The coin has the value ‘ONE 
PENNY ’ at sides, and ‘ POSTAGE’ at bottom, 
the name is in a tablet at top, on the top of the 
shield is the word ‘ CHARITY.’ The 2)^d. 
(sold at 2/6) has the Queen’s head in an oval at 
left, and at right a sealed female nursing two 
children, and value in words at bottom. The 
stamps are o( large size, and are watermarked 
V over crown, perforated I2j£.

id. deep blue.
a*^d. brown-red.

OTHER COUNTRIES.

Argentine. The M.J notes an error, the current 5c. 
lieittg printed in the colour of the 2c.

5c, green, error.
Austria. The Bohemian Card with the long s. men

tioned in February appears to be inscribed 
‘ Deutsch-Bolim,’ instead of ‘ Bohm,’ only.

Belgium. Congo. Two new values of the current 
series has been issued to take the place of the 
same values with head of King Leopold. The 
shape is oblong.

3f. 50c. vermilion, black centre, native village, 
tof. green, ,. stern wheel steamer.

Denmark. Mr. Pemberton showed us lately a copy of 
the 1S70 2s. blue and gtey, perforated 12%, 
which we do not find catalogued anywhere.

The following has appeared with the new per
foration \i% .

1S70. as, blue and grey, perf. ia}.
500, purple and brown, perf. ia$
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Iceland. The M.f. notes a copy of the lately 
issued ‘ 3 prir ’ on Ja. with the surcharge in
verted. '

Ecuador. We heve seen the following Fiscal Postals 
similar to the 10c. mentioned last month. The 
surcharged stamps have the value in words.

F.P . ic. in black on 5c, blue.
7C carmine.
4c. in red on 20c. blue.

France. Indo-Chine. The current stamp has been 
surcharged * Colis Postaux.’

10c. black and b'ue, surcharged in red.
Morocco. The Reply Card with the inscription 

•REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE ’ at top, has 
been surcharged 1 ioCENriMQS’ for use here.

P.C 10 +  ioc. in carmine On io+ ioc. black on bluish.
Zanzibar. According to the M.f. the la. on 

10c. brown Postage Due exists with the surcharge 
inverted and in blue.

Hayti. According to the Post Office. The following 
varieties of the lately issued 2c. on 20c. exist.

(a) Inverted surcharge.
(b) Double M #
(c) ,< one inverted,
(di T.ip e
(e) With one or more of the letters missing due probably to 

bad printing.

Holland. Dutch Indies. The following envelopes are 
reported to have been surcharge ‘ to* in black.

F.. 10 in black on talc. grey.
10 M 15c. brown,
ie „  20c. blue,
to ,, 25c. violet.

Liberia. According to the /  HJ. the Registered 
Envelope has now the ‘ K * in an oval and the 
colour of the stamp is changed.

R .E . ioc. bright red, sire 230 x  toomm

ERRORS AND MINOR VARIETIES.
New South Wales. Tnere seems to be an epidemic 

of perforations here. The current stamps are 
coming perf. n  x li  and perf. 12.

Queensland. The Australian Philatelist notes a 
copy of the 2J. of 1882, with the name apparently 
spelt ‘ QUEENSLAND’ the first stroke of the 
* U ’ being defective. This is probably quite 
accidental, and due to some carelessness in the 
printing. .

Brazil. We have a vertical strip of the current looor. 
imperforate horizontally.

Holland. Dutch Indies. It is said that the shades of 
the current stamps have been slightly changed, 
owing, no doubt, to a fresh 'printing having 
taken place.

Salvador. The A./.P . chronicles a sheet of the ac. 
1896 with surcharge ‘ FRANQUEO OFICIAL’ 
inverted.

Spain. Cuba. The T.P. notes that there are four 
types and four minor varieties of the 25c. Card of 
1879.

Transvaal. The J/■ stamp has been issued, though 
chronicled for some time. The stamp is all in 
grey and the value is inscribed ‘ 5 SHILLING.**

Morocco. Tangier- Laraicke. This is a fresh post to 
issue stamps. The design according to the 
consists of a standing native female in a plain 
rectangle with 1 MOROCCO ’ at lop and the 
names of the two towns on either side and value 

1 below.
5c. lilac on white, perf n | ,
10c. blue „  „
k c . olive „  „
ajc. green „  „
50c. grey „  „
ip. blue ,, .,

Montenegro. Various Continental papers speak of a 
change of colour of the current stamps, 

an. blue-gieen.
30. red. 
yi. ochre.
7n violet-grey.
ion red-lilac. „
isn. claret.
250 b ue.

Orange Free State. The A.J*/\ describes a new 
variety of the i>£d. Post Card. The type of the 
numerals on the 2d. stamp differ, and there is no 
stop after the ‘d ’

P.C. rid in black (on ad.) black on while.
Servia The colour of the Foreign lop. card is now 

P.C. iop» carmine-red.

Uruguay. The M.J. notes the following surcharged 
‘ OFICIAL * in black, also

1897, 5c. red and green, ‘ PAZ ' surch. inverted 
Off. 1883, jc . black and blue, imperf.

1897, ac. „  ltd-lilac.
5C. .. green.

* Unused, t  On Original.

The following have held sales since last report :—
Messrs. V k n i o m ,  Bui.t. & Cooi-F.R, noth sa le ,  

:8ih and 29th.
31 Sydney, 2tl., Plate II., fine pair ... 
95-6 „ id., Tlate I.* ... jCi 3 0

105 N.S.W., t86o, 5/-* .............
139 Hawaii, 185b 5c , sheet of 20* ...
140 .» i» *3C- 1* *"
149-50 Tasmania, id. blue, strip of 4, t6 6 o
763 ,, id. blue, pair* ............
549 Weslralia, 6d. bronze, fine ............
418 Queensland, i860-1, clean-cut perf., 1/ 
449 ,, 1881, 10/- brown, pair*
466 Victoria, 1862-3, no wink., id. green,

gum* ..........................................
486 Victoria, lod. slale, wmk. 8, gum* .. 
.08 .. S/- blue and yellow* ..

£  s. d .  
5 0 0  

&  3  o
6 15
7 IS 22 o

& 5  10
4  0 
3  >5 

* 3 
12 o

4 7 6  
3 0 0  

1 2  5  o

M r .  H a d i .OW ,  i2 7 -8 -9 th  sa l e s ,  M a y  9 ,  10, n t h .77 Gt. Britain, I. Rp Official, io/- . . . 2 7 0
78 „ .. £1 -  . •••  ̂ °
80 Holland, 1st issue, 5, 10, 15c., pair of

e a c h * ................................................................................... 5 5 °
108 Levant (2k.) brown and blue*............. 3 14 o
1 7 1  C a p e , w o o d b lo c k . 4d . on  e n t ire t  . . . 3 0 0
2 79  B a h a m a s , no w m k .,  ro u gh  p e r f . ,  6d.e u m *  . . .  ..................................................................  4 0 0



1 3 4 Philatelic J ournal of Great B ritain. June 15, i 8j 8.

280 Bahamas, no wmk., rough perf., 4d. 
gum* ............................................ 2 10 0

288 Bahamas, C.A., perf. 14, 4d,* ... 2 10 0
292 Barbados, 5/- pink* ....................... 4 5 0
30s ,, large star, 4d. brown-red* 4 12 6
306 ,, C C.( 6d* ... ... 3 3 0
332 Buenos Ayres, ship, 4p. ............. 5 10 0
3 3 3 ,, ,, sp. ... ... 6 5 0
360 Grenada, 4d. on 2/-, strip of 3 including 

upright‘ d.’ ... ...................... 4 0 0
446 St. Lucia, 1 /- black on orange* ... 3 0 0
450 ,, C.A., 1 /- orange-brown* .. 3 0 0
508 Trinidad, litho., blue, early ............. 4 12 600 

1 U"» Virgin Isles, perf. 15, 6d.* ............. 3 3 0
Messrs. Ventom, Boli., & COOI'EK, i l l th  sale, 

May 12th and 13th.
3 Gt. Britain, 1840, 2d., gum* .. ... 3 O 0
7 ,, small crown, perf. 14, 2d* 4 O 0

20 „ T.K Official, 5/-, 10/- £1 7 O 0
7 5 Naples, Sog.* ... ....................... 4 8 0
83 Oldenburg, 2nd issue, J/jg.* ............. s 7 6

109 Spain, 12c., inverted frame ............. 4 8 0
1 1 7 Geneva, 5 + 5c.............................................

Tuscany 2S., pair used with is.t ...
4 2 6

130 21 0 0
>85189

Mauritius, large fillet, 2d., nicked .. 
Natal, 1st issue, id. blue, id. red used

6 0 0

together! .................................. 7 10 0

190 Natal, 1st issue, id. blue used with 
i860, id.f .................................... •4 10 0

213 Oil Rivers, 5/- on 2d.* .............. 4 7 6
215 „  10/- on 5d,* ... 8 5 0
239 U .S., Providence, entire sheet ... 7 10 0
247 „  1869, 90c.* ......................... 3 10 0
262 ,, Stste, set to 90c,* .............. 5 0 c
275 8. Columbia, perf. 14, 10c., pair* ... 5 2 6
27 7 < ,, 1$** ... ... 4 12 6
278 B. Guiana, 1856, 4c. magenta ... S 0 0
283 B. Honduras, 6 in red, 6 in black on 

IOc., both inverted ont ... ... s 0 0
298 Tobago, C.A., 6d. ochre ... ... 3 *5 0
3 0 Peru, medio peso rose....................... 7 10 0
343 N.S.W., 1855, 6d. brown, wmk. 8* ... 3 S 0

Messrs. Chevei.KY, 129th sale, May 14th.
,, Puttick & Simpson, May 17th and 19th.

,, Buhl & Co., 49th s a le ,  M a y  19th a n d  20th. 
M r. H a u l o w , 130th s a le ,  M a y  23rd.
Messrs. Chevei.ey, 130th sale, May 24th and 25th. 
Mr. R. S. Okay, I2lh sale, May 31st (Glasgow). 
Messrs. C iievei.ey, 131st sale, June 6th.

I M P O R T A N T .

All Publishers are requested to forward one exchange copy to the Editor, 
GEO. B. DUERST, 22, At h o l  R oad, Al e x a n d r a  P a r k , M a n c h e s t e r , and 
another exchange copy to the Publisher, W ILLIA M  BROW N, Sa l is b u r y , 
E n g la n d .

All who do so will receive two copies of this Journal in Exchange.
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The International Philatelist—St. Joseph, Mo.
POSTAL FACTS.

From the records of the Post Office Depart
ment in Washington it is ascertained that the 
first postal service ever established on the North 
American continent was a private affair, con
trolled by Andrew Hamilton, whose place of 
residence is not given. The system extended 
from Savannah, Ga., on the south, to Falmouth, 
Me., on the north, and was accomplished at 
very irregular intervals by means of stage 
coaches and mounted riders.

Under the Federal constitution Samuel 
Osgood was the first officer put in charge of the 
mails by the Government, and he is therefore 
entitled to the unicpie distinction of being the 
first United States postmaster. It was not until 
forty years after the adoption of the F'ederal 
constitution that the Post Office Department 
was elevated to the dignity of a cabinet portfolio. 
In 1829 William T. Barry, of Kentucky, took 
his seat in the cabinet as the first Postmaster- 
General.

Until 1845 the old colonial methods of carry
ing the mail by stage coach, and at rates con
trolled exclusively by distance, prevailed. In 
that year, however, the modern era of postal 
progress began. In 1847 the Government began 
to issue stamps for the first time, while in 1853 
stamped envelopes made their appearance in 
the various postal establishments throughout the 
country. In 1855 registered letters were trans
mitted through the mails for the first time, and 
in 1863 the free delivery system was inaugurated 
in the larger cities. In 1864 the money order 
department sprang Into existence, and in 1865 
the railway mail service was put in operation. 
It was not until 1873 that postal cards made their 
appearance, and not until 1877 that the inter
national postal union, which to-day embraces 
nearly every Country on the globe, was fully 
perfected.

In the growth of our American postal system 
the development of this vast country, reaching 
from the Lakes to the Gulf and from ocean to 
ocean, is distinctly reflected. There is no other

system on the globe which embraces such a vast 
sweep of territory or comprises so many indivi
dual post-offices as the American postal system.

The Eastern Philatelist —Newmarket.
UNITED STATES.

The following able re^um^ of the sizes of the 
grills used on the 1868 issue will no doubt inter
est those of our readers, that make the stamps 
of the United States their special hobby. For 
all collectors studying these stamps carefully 
and minutely the subject will be one, that will 
give them endless pleasure, though we must 
admit may try their patience. By the follow
ing we hope their labour will be lessened.

At the beginning I might say that the above 
title as usually applied is a misnomer, for the 
United States government began the use of the 
grilling machine in May, 1867. Our country 
was the first to adopt this method of preventing 
the washing or cleaning of stamps and their use 
for the second time. So,as I have said, the authori
ties ordered the postage stamps to be embossed, 
and the first value so prepared was the three- 
cent, which was first issued in this condition on 
May 8th, 1867, the stamps being in design and 
colour the same as the three-cent rose, of 1861.

First as to the method of grilling or embos
sing: The grill was merely a series of regular 
cuts in the paper, each cut being in the shape 
of a cross and the crosses arranged in hori
zontal and perpendicular rows, with similarly 
depressed rows of paper (which appeared in 
relief on the other side) between these raised or 
embossed rows. The cuts were applied by 
running the sheet of stamps beneath a steel 
roller, having in relief on its surface similar 
small crosses, which produced the small cuts 
during the process. The stamps were grilled 
before being perforated.

As I have said, the first stamp to be so treated 
was the three-cent value, and was “ grilled all 
over,” or rather the whole surface was embossed, 
the roller having these small raised cuts over its 
entire surface. This stamp is one of the very 
scarce ones, but is not nearly so much so as 
are the five and thirty-cent values, similarly 
grilled all over, which are among the extreme 
rarities, as but a very few of each are known.
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These three values are the only ones which had 
the entire surface embossed, so far as is known.

In the grilled-all-over stamps the impression 
was made from the back, making the grill or 
crosses stand out in relief on the face of the 
stamp. This grilling the entire stamp macerated 
the paper to such an extent that it was made 
so pliable that in separating the stamps from 
each other many became torn, so in August, 
1867, the grill rollers were altered by having 
several rows of “the points cut off in each direc
tion. This had the effect of leaving only an 
oblong square block of embossing on each 
stamp, which answered the purpose of an entire 
grilling. I might here say that on account of 
the paper being rendered so pliable by the 
entire grilling as above referred to, most of 
the specimens of the “ all-over” stamps are 
minus many perforations, and a copy with full 
perforation is hard indeed to find.

The size of the grill as cut down measured 
13 by 16 mm., consisting of 16 rows of 20 
crosses each. This grill, as well as all subse
quent issues, was, on the contrary, usually 
impressed from the face of the stamp, making 
the crosses appear in relief on the back, and 
the perpendicular and horizontal ridges of 
paper between the rows of crosses stood out 
on the face of the stamp. Then, too, we find 
specimens of the three-cent in which only half 
rows of squares appear, making the grill mea
sure from 1254 t 0  I 2 )4  mm. by 15 to 15 mm., 
instead of being full 13 by 16 mm.

Early in January, 1868, a new size of grill 
appeared, first on the three-cent value and 
later on in the year on fixe others of the series, 
and this date is the one usually applied to the 
series. The exact date is January 8th, 1868, 
These values were of the same design as the 
corresponding ones of the 1861 issue and were 
grilled usually with 14 by 17 rows, measuring 
11 by 14 mm. Sometimes this varies and the 
grill is found 13 by i6)4 rows, measuring only 
io)4 by 14 mm., to 15 by 18 rows, which mea
sure n j4  bv 14^ mm., but for convenience 
sake they are all classed under the common 
term of “ 11 by 14.”

The xalues so treated were the i-cent, blue, 
2-cent, black, 3-cent, rose or red (usually the 
latter shade), 10-cent, green, 12-ccnt, black, 
and 15-cent, black. The higher values and 
the 5-cent have not been so far discovered with 
this large grill. It is possible that this grill 
was used only for a short time, as the 5-cent 
value is not known bearing it and it had ap
peared grilled with a smaller grill (to which I 
will presently refer), before May of that vear.

While treating of the larger sized grills, I 
might say that the three-cent value has been 
seen with a grill measuring 15 by 18 mm., 
although it is very rare. Another odd size 
grill is found on the three-cent, also as well 
as the two-cent, and measures 12 by 14 mm., 
or 15)4 by 17 rows of points. I do not regard 
the 12 by 14 grills as being worth more, nor are 
they any more interesting than the rest of the

odd or unusual size grills, although recent 
cataloguers have placed a greater commercial 
value on them. ,

Later in 1868 the 24 and 30-cent appeared 
grilled, and in February, 1869, the 90-cent 
came in a similar condition and the small or 
common grill with which the whole series was 
treated, is known as the “ 9 x 13 mm.” and in 
this case the number of points on the grill 
roller was cut down so that each block showed 
t6)4 rows vertically and 12 rows horizontally, 
although varieties are met with showing 12 by 
16 rows, and some 12 by 17. As there was no 
five-cent value in the succeeding issue, that 
xaluc of this set was in use up to the latter 
part of 1870, the balance of the set being super
seded by the 1869 set in that year.

It is a pity that more interest is not taken in 
this set, so full of varieties and offering such 
a large field for study ; but the reason probably' 
is that on account of the designs being the 
same as those of the preceding issue, they are 
not regarded as being sufficiently distinct 
enough in variety to warrant much time being 
spent on them. On account of this lack of 
interest, these stamps have not brought as large 
prices in the market as the more attractive 1869 
set, although in the catalogues they are priced 
in most cases nearly as high, but if the number 
issued goes for anything, they should be worth 
far more, as a comparison of the amounts

1
2
3 
5

10
12
‘ 5
24
3°
90

issued, as shown by the tables in Tiffany s His
tory, will show a much smaller number of the 
1868’s than the 1869’s. These numbers are
approximately' as follows:

1868 1869
cent, 9,638,boo 24,988,100
cents, 46,440,000 114,058,020

„ 23 ',773-3°° 530,346,800
„ 1,006,400 (6c), 6,363,700
„ 3 i°7 6 ,°7 ° 5 i7 7 °-i3 0
„ 2-087,575 4,388,875
,, 868,080 2,360,740
„ 167,453 4M,325
,, 214,000 S ^ - '80
„ 26,870 77-65°

If the values were fixed at all in accordance
with the number of stamps made, the 90 cent, 
of 1868 ought to be worth $60, taking the 90 
cent, 1869, at $20 ; but to this unfortunate lack 
of interest in this set (and to the fact I attribute 
the greater part of the cheapness of this set), 
has kept the price of the 1868, 90 cent., down 
to $18.

Many' collectors have seen fit to ignore the 
entire set, contenting themsehes with the 1861, 
unembossed set, some making the plea that 
as the designs were the same as the previous 
set there was really no difference ; yet these 
same collectors will accept a single design of 
a Hritish Colonial with three or four different 
watermarks and as many varieties of perfora
tions, and give them spaces in their albums. 
Other collectors fear counterfeit grills as in 
the 1870 set; but to the best of my knowledge 
there are very few bogus grills in this series;
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in fact I remember seeing but one—a thirty 
cent—and it was a question as to whether the 
grill was good or bad, it having been submitted 
to an expert, who gave the unsatisfactory ver
dict, “doubtful.”

In closing, I might mention some of the 
various forms of “ oddities” found in this set. 
Oftentimes the grill is divided one-half, show
ing each at the right and left sides of the 
stam p; occasionally, but not so often, it is 
divided so that the halves or portions show at 
the top and bottom. This shows that the sheet 
had been fed under the roller so that portions 
of two or more blocks of squares struck each 
stamp. 1 say “ or more,” for I have seen stamps 
showing portions of four grills, one at each 
corner. Then again, a sheet will be fed to 
the roller twice,, showing two distinct grills on 
each stamp. I have seen one stamp which had 
gone under the roller three times and had, in 
fact, almost the appearance of being the “ all
oyer ” variety.

Since writing the beginning of this article 
I have had the pleasure of examining one of 
the four known copies of the five cent “ all
over,” which is the property of the New England 
Stamp Co., and is valued by them at ?8oo. 
This copy was originally one of an unsevcred 
pair on the cover, it-, mate being now in the 
Ferrari collection.

9

The Virginia Ph Hate list— Richmond. 
BERGEDORF.

The following article from the pen of John 
Paalzow, the son of the Postmaster at Bcrgedorf 
from 1838 until after the issue of stamps, is in 
our opinion a conclusive proof that the so-called 
errors were really trials, and as such have 
never been issued. 1'he question of these two 
errors, so much advocated by Mr. Moens has 
always been a debatable one. Some authorities 
hate bcenl siding with Moens, the majority 
however have of late years come to the conclu
sion that the two stamps were only trial printings 
and not used. That their deductions are correct 
will be seen from the following.

In the January number of Stanley Gibbons’ 
Monthly Journal there is an article which ques
tions the veracity of the statements made by me 
in the December num'ber of T hk VIRGINIA 
P h ila t k list . What was written of the Berge- 
dorf issue is just as I remembered them, and 
I must confess, that when I wrote the article 
for T hk V irginia  Ph ila t k list , I did not even 
know that Mr. Moens had ever written a treatise 
on the stamps of Bergedorf. Since then I had 
the opportunity to see this treatise and in it 
the letter referred to by Stanley Gibbons’ Journal, 
and still I cannot see what there is in it to alter 
anything I hav e said in my article.

Mr. Moens first gives the official notice ema
nating from the administration of Bergedorf 
on Oct. 17th, t86t, in regard to the issuing of 
postage stamps on the tst of November follow

ing, and this official document does not mention 
any but the five stamps:

l/ 7 sch. black on blue.
1 sch. black on white.
t}4 sch. black on yellow.
3 sch. blue on rose.
4 sch. black on brown.
Anyone who knows the attention which is 

paid in German official publications to the 
minutest detail concerning the matter spoken 
of in such publications will understand that if 
it had ever been intended to use any of the 
proofs of the % sch. black on lilac and 3 sch. 
black on red this official announcement would 
have mentioned that fact. Mr. Moens savs 
himself this document would plainly establish 
the fact that the two stamps in question are 
only essays if it were not for a letter from the 
postmaster who issued the stamps in 1861, and 
to make the matter as plain as possible, 1 shall 
give the letter as found in Mr. Moens’ treatise 
together with Mr. Moens' comment thereon, 
and the English translation of both :

“  Pour I’emission des timbres anciens de sch. 
lilas et 3 sch. noir sur rose qui avaienl £ie ends a litre 
d’essai, il n a pas &e fait de publication officielle, par la 
raison que ces timbres etaient, destines a etre changes, 
leurs couleurs elant (lifficilesa reconnaitre i'^la lumiere.

Les pourparlers el debats y relatifs ont toujours etc 
echanges directment et de vice voix entre I’autoritd 
superieure et moi, ce qui fait qu’aucun acle officiel qui 
y ait rapport ne soil a trouver.

La premiere motion qui ait el£ faite pour l’inlroduction 
des timbres poste, date de 1859, gtacea mon initiative.

Cette leltre est bien la preuve que les deux timbres en 
question n’ont i i i  emis qu’en attendant l’execution du 
nouveau tirage. La mort de ces timbres etait decidee 
avant leur apparition : de la, un avis officiel qui ne les 
menlionne meme pas.—

TRANSLATION*
“ For the issue of these ancient stamps of J^sch. lilac 

and 3 sch. black on rose, which were issued in the nature 
of a proof (or essay) edition, there has been no official 
publication, fertile reason that these stamps were destined 
to be changed, their colours being difficult to distinguish 
by lamplight. The conferences and debates relative 
thereto have always been exchanged in person and 
verbally between the superior authorily and myself, 
which is the reason that no official act bearing on the 
subject can be found.

The first motion that was made for the introduction 
of the stamps dates from 1850, thanks to my initiation.”

This letter is surely the proof that the two stamps in 
question were only issued while awaiting the execution 
of the new edition. The death of these stamps was 
decided upon before their appearance, thus they were 
never mentioned officially.

The original of this letter to Mr. Moens was 
written in German, no doubt, and translated 
into French. Every translator tynows how 
difficult it is to give in a translation just the 
right shade of meaning expressed in the original 
and I am not afraid to assert, that if the German 
text of the letter was produced, it would be found 
that it does not convey the meaning that these 
two stamps were issued in the sense of a postal

«
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emission, but that the meaning was that they 
had been made as proofs, essays, experiments 
or whatever else you may call them, but never 
issued as stamps to do postal duty. Then 
taking Mr. Moens comment that this letter 
would indicate that these two stamps were only 
issued provisionally until the new printing 
could be obtained. The second part of the 
letter itself refutes this assumption. It says 
plainly that the negotiations, etc., were always 
carried on personally and verbally by the post
master and the authorities. Who were these 
authorities who had to pass upon the question 
but the Visitation of which my former article 
spoke of, and which came to Bergedorf every' 
summer, if memory serves me right in July, 
but certainly not later than August. Now if 
these debates, etc., were always carried on 
rica race and the conclusion arrived at while 
the Visitation remained there one week in 

Bergedorf, does it stand to reason that from that 
time forward until the first of November follow
ing, when, according to official announcement 
the stamps were first issued, there should not 
have been time enough to prepare the two 
stamps along with the other three in the colours 
intended ?

1’he stones were ready engraved, so nothing 
remained to be done but the printing; so 
there could certainly not have been the slightest 
necessity to use the proof sheets as provisional 
stamps.

I think it will strike any unbiased reader that 
this letter was evidently written in answer to a 
letter of enquiry ingenously worded by some 
one who had knowledge of the proofs of the 

sfh. and 3 sch. in different colours than 
those in which the true stamps were issued. 
That Mr. Moens had that knowledge I have 
explained in my previous article and that having 
gotten hold of all the proofs he would naturally 
be inclined to have them officially recognized 
and as such made of some value.

An omission on Mr. Moens' part is to give 
the date on which this letter was written and 
also does he fail to state whether this is the whole 
of the letter or if it has given him further private 
information. One must almost incline to the 
latter belief for how else can Mr. Moens in his 
work give the emissions of Bergedorf as he does, 
namely:

Issue of November 1st, 1861—
% sch. black on lilac,
1 sch. black on white,
1 sch. black on yellow,
3 sch. black on wine-red.
4 sch. black on brown ; and then :
Issue of November 10th, :86i—
% sch. black on blue.
3 sch. blue on rose,

thus eoing entirely against the official announce
ment of the administration of Oct. 17th, 1861.

Though young at the time I was an ardent 
stamp collector and in and out of the post-office 
every day, times without num ber; as in those 
days the post-office was not a building entirely 
given over to official uses, but was conducted

in two rooms on the ground floor of the build
ing which the postmaster occupied wirh his 
family.

I assert again that not one of those disputed 
14 sch. lilac and 3 sch. black on ‘red ever did 
postal duty, for it it had, I am sure I would 
have seen it.

The ouestion may be asked, why should I 
have only made this statement after a lapse ot 
nearly forty years.—The answer is a simple 
one. In 1863 1 gave up stamp collecting, and 
it has only been in very recent years that I 
have taken it up again and it was when the 
Editor of T hk V irg in ia  P h ila t k list  asked me 
to write my recollections of the issue of the 
stamps of Bergedorf, that I have told in writing 
what I know about that matter.

When, however, in the years that have passed, 
l have come in contact with stamp collectors,
I have always told them the same thing and 
warned them not to purchase those rarities (?) 
at fancy prices.

1 submitted my article to my father for his 
opinion, and his answer was, that he thought 1 
could vouch for every statement I had made.

If further proof of the correctness of my 
statements was needed, I could refer to re
searches made by German philatelists, who 
evidently have found out that those two stamps 
are nothing but proofs. Senfs, in their cata
logue of 1892 quote them as stamps, and give 
a valuation for unused' and used specimens. 
Senfs, in their catalogue for 1897 call them 
‘‘Proof impressions which were not issued,” 
and as such it is about time that our catalogue 
and album makers save the space which the 
mention of these essays takes up in iheir publi
cations.
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The following good description, of the secret 
marks of the 1873 issue (printed by the Continen
tal Bank Note Co.) from the pen of John N.
I.uff will no doubt help our readers in arranging 
their stamps.

ONE CENT.—A small curved dash in the 
first pearl at the left of.the numeral “ 1.”

TWO CENTS.—A short diagonal line below 
the colourless ball at the left of .the “S” of “U.S.” 
This line can onlv be seen on very clearly printed 
copies. But if, a t this point, the space between 
the ornamental outline of the panel which is 
inscribed “U.S. POSTAGE” and the first verti
cal line of the background (counting toward the 
left) is blurred or partly filled with colour, it 
may be accepted as an indication of the presence 
of the line. On all the stamps printed by the 
National Bank Note Co. this space is quite clear 
and white.

THREE CENTS.—A heavy shading below 
the upper fork of the ribbon which bears the 
word “THREE.”

SIX CENTS.—In the curve of the ribbon 
bearing the word "SIX” the first four lines, 
counting from the left, are recut and deepened.
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SEVEN CENTS.—Two small semi-circles 
drawn around the ends of the lines which out
line the ball in the lower right corner.

TEN CENTS.-r-A small coloured semi-circle 
in the white ball which terminates the right 
hand end of the panel inscribed “U.S. POST
AGE.”

TWELVE CENTS.—The two white balls of 
the “2” of “12” have been cut away until they 
are nearly crescent shaped.

FIFTEEN CENTS.—In the triangle in the 
upper left corner, two lines at the lower angle 
have been deepened and form a sort of “V."

TWENTY-FOUR CENTS.—The star at the 
extreme right of the semi-circle above the medal
lion five lines have been much deepened and 
two others slightly so.

TriIRTY CENTS.—No secret mark has been 
discovered on this value, though the engraver 
who added the marks to the other stamps is 
positive that the thirty cents was similarly 
treated.

NINETY CENTS.—Five lines of the star in 
the upper right corner have been deepened.

The Continental Bank Note Co. did not make 
new plates for the twenty-four, thirty and ninety 
cent stamps. They did not print any stamps 
of these values before the year 1874 and then 
felt themselves safe in using the plates.

Cottftnenfaf (pfitfatefg.
Revista dtl Fiaucobollo—Rome.

THE 2 SOLDI OF TUSCANY.
Many collectors, even advanced ones, are 

unable to explain the rarity of this Tuscan 
stamp, which is daily rising in value. The 
incredulous, who think nothing of spending 
thousands of francs, on foreign stamps of doubt
ful rarity, live on in the expectation that, sooner 
or later, the 2 soldi will turn up amongst some 
lot of Tuscan letters, in which the different 
values of the series are represented ; or that 
its value will considerably diminish, a value 
which they say is fictitious among dealers. And 
meanwhile the 2 soldi is conspicuous in their 
albums by its absence !

The following fact sufficed to convince me 
of the rarity of the 2 soldi. A few years ago I 
found in an Umbrian village, at an old surgeon's 
house, a complete series of a medical journal, 
which was printed at Florence. The series com
menced in 1852, and went past i860, many num
bers still retaining the wrappers intact, the 
postage being exactly 2 soldi, viz., Lire 0,084.

I was in fact agreeably surprised to find over 
too specimens of the 1 soldo in every possible 
shade, but not a single 2 soldi! And yet they 
came from Florence itself, the capital of 
Tuscany, where the Post-office ought certainly 
not to have been short of any of the postal values 
then in use. In order, however, to convince 
others, it is necessary to quote official documents 
and dates.

The 2 soldi was issued, along with the values 
of 1 soldo, 2, 4, and 6 crazie in consequence of 
a decree of the Tuscan Post-office, dated 10 
March, 1851. The said values came into use— 
though in but a very scanty way, the franking 
of letters being at first limited to correspondence 
between Tuscany and the States of the Italian- 
Austrian Postal Union—on the 1st April, 1851.

To this first issue belong the varieties on blue 
paper, whereas in the second printing all the 
values of the series appeared on grey paper, 
almost white. The 2 soldi on this latter pjper 
is much rarer than in the first, having had a 
still shorter existence.

It was, however, soon recognized that the 
2 soldi was a value of little or no use, and seeing 
also that such value, if required, could be made 
up by two stamps of 1 soldo, or with a 1 crazia 
(Lire 0.07) and 1 quattrino (Lire 0.014),—new 
values issued, the first on the 1st July, 1851, 
together with the 9 crazie and the second on 
the 1st September, 1852, for the postage of 
newspapers,—the value of 2 soldi was suppressed 
on the 1st December, 1852.

From the foregoing it will be seen, that this 
stamp was in issue during a very limited 
period, and moreover, that even during that 
period the numbers used were very insignificant 
It is, of course, possible that in a few rare in
stances, specimens may be found on letters of 
a later date, a circumstance which might easily 
be accounted for by some specimens having 
been forgotten in some country post-office, or 
by some private person having had a supply of 
this value, which were used afterwards.

(geprmf of £u6ecft*
By C. Lindenberg.

From the Postwertzeichen.
For some time the question has been debated 

in philatelic journals, whether the first issue ot 
Lubeck, 1859, has been reprinted or not. The 
first to give notice of such reprints was Moens in 
the Timbre-Poste, January, 1884, when he says: 
“ The stamps of Lubeck issue 1859 have been 
reprinted on unwatermarked paper and it is said 
in small number (too sheets of 25 stamps). It 
is quite possible, that specimen■> of the 2, 2 
and 4 sch. on this paper will be sold for origi
nals.”
Considering the source nobody doubted the 

existence of these reprints, although they could 
not be obtained, even Moens had none to show. 
He had simply published the item, as he had 
received it from a German collector.

Mr. H. Wilde it) a paper read before the Phila
telic Society of Lubeck in 1889 (Jan. 24) stated 
that the plates were deposited in the archives of 
the State, but were used once more’ in 1871, 
when a wounded Saxon soldier lying in the hos
pital there obtained the permission of the Senate 
to make reprints of these old stamps to be sold 
for his own benefit. Afterwards the plates were 
again deposited in the archives.
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Whereas Moens thinks they were reprinted 
shortly before his notice, perhaps in 1883, W.lde 
says the'- were made in 1871. It had been k own 
for a long time that reprints of the 18.3 issue 
were made for the benefit of a wounded so dier 
in 1871, but these Wilde does not mention..

The note published by Moens was copied by 
Dr. Kalckhoff in his catalogue of reprints and 
it was added that the reprints could not be found 
in the market. Dr. Rommel in his work on the 
stamps of Lubeck says that he could not discover 
an” reprints, and in order to finally settle the 
matter wrote to the Senate of Lubeck. The offi
cial answer he received was that the I issue had 
not been reprinted in 1883, nor before nor after. 
Dr. Rommel adds to this, that if such reprints 
exist, they must have been done privately, as 
the stones were in the archives until 1890, when 
thev were handed over to the Postal Museum at 
Berlin. This last remark the author says it not 
correct. But the question of reprints seemed to 
have been settled. Further enquiries addressed 
to Mr. Moens elicited no additional light in the 
matter, and it was decided to cross the note 
respecting these reprints out. The official l?tt r 
of the Senate does not seem, however, to have 
affected the opinion of collectors. It was still 
stated that reprints existed, but that they could 
not be found. Most of the catalogues also gave 
their existence (Senf excepted).

Knowing all this I was not a little surprised 
when a few months ago a Mr. Paul Kirchner 
came to see me and stated that he was the 
wounded soldier, for whose benefit in 1871 the 
reprints had been made, and not only of the II 
but also of the I issue. He produced blocks of 
tne II issue and a few stamps of the I issue, and 
I must say in the artificial light at a glance they 
did not differ much from the originals. As the 
name corresponded with the one given by the 
Secretary of the Senate as the receiver of the 
reprints of the II issue, I could not have any 
doubts as to the truth of Mr, Kirchner’s state
ments, and I requested him to sell me for the 
Postal Museum, if possible, a whole sheet of each 
of each value. This he has done and I have a 
sheet of each value of both issues. He confirms 
Mr. Wilde’s statement, that he had petitioned 
the Senate when lying wounded in the hospital 
to grant him the concession to make and sell 
tn. reprints to enable him to live and gives as 
the year 1871, whereas the Secret" ry of the 
Senate says Spring 1872. The sheets of the 
reprints contain, as Moens said, 25 stamps in 
S rows and measure 143-147 by 112-115 mm. 
The 25 stamps themselves measure 119-119% by

9&%-9g mm. The blocks have not been put on 
quite evenly, so that the width at the top differs 
irom that at the bottom. The same is the case 
in the originals. They also vary, especially in 
the % and 2 schilling values.

The paper of the reprints is smooth and thin, 
but the paper of the originals is still thinner. 
It is unwatermarked, but shows small white 
specks which resemble a little the watermark. 
The gum is white and shows yellowish only in 
those places where too much of it has remained 
whereas the gum of the originals is always yel ow 
to brown. The gum on the originals is a.w ns 
thick and uneven, causing crackling, whereas 
the gum on the reprints is thin and mostly even.

The best sign by which to recognise reprints 
is, however, the colour. The colour of the re
prints is generally fresh and clear. The mo t 
diiucult to recognise is the 14 schilling. The 
colour is nearly identical, although the lilac is 
a little too reddish. The reprinted 1 sch, is deep 
yellow, whereas the originals are reddish yellow 
in 1859 and light yellow in 1862. The 2 sch. is 
more deep brown than red-brown. The. 2% 
sch. is too much luace. The 4 sch. is much too 
dark.

According to the owner only 10 sheets of 25 
stamps of the first issue were reprinted, so that 
only 250 sets exist. He also states that he can 
produce the bill of the printers, Messrs.Rathgens 
(1 hese were the printers of the originals,—The 
Ed.)

The reprints of the II issue are well known 
and were printed like the originals in 5 rows of 
10. They are badly executed, the embossing of 
the eagle has practically disappeared, and the 
co.ours are quite different. The % sch. is 
greyish green, the 1 sch. too dark, the 2 sch. 
violet and dull, the 2% sch. is Prussian blue in
stead of ultramarine, and the 4 sch. much too 
dark. The 1% sch. is too red, and the 1% sch. 
has not been reprinted. Mr. Kirchner states 
that of this issue only 5 sheets of each value have 
been printed. All of them must be therefore 
scarce.

Mr. Krotzsch in the German Briefm arhn  
Zettung, commenting on the above does not 
believe the statement of Mr. Kirchner, that only 
10 sheets of 25 stamps of the I issue have been 
renrinted. To judge from the large quantity 
of unused stamps still in existence the official 
remainders must have been much larger or more 
reprints must have been made. Of course it 
is quite possible that Mr. Kirchner did not re
ceive more than the quantity stated, but if he 
did not, who did?
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The Government of Finland is offering large 
<|uantities of obsolete stamps for sale to the 
highest .-odder.

The last two 20 cent stamps of Havti are 
being cornered by speculators.

The publishers of the International Album 
have decided to provide spaces in the new edi
tion for all the so-called speculative stamp..

The new rates coming into force on the 1st 
of May for insurance on registered letters in 
Great Britain are as follows: —
KKK. LIMIT OF COMPENSATION.
2d. £s-
3 <1- £10.
4d. £-o-
5d. £ 3°-
6d. £ a°-
?d. £s°-
8d. £<'°-

1 S98. [ P R I C E  31..]

9d. £ i ° ‘
iod. /.So.
1 id . £ 9 0 -
i s » .  od. /. lOO,
is. id . / 1 10.
is .  2d. / ' l20.

At present a gummed label with the list of 
fees is affixed on the back, in future no doubt 
this list win be primed in blue.

Mr. L. I.. R. Hausburg, in a letter to the 
Lnnilon •lilatrlist, writes: “ I -pent some time 
investigating the 1’ost Office at Athens, and 
found a most extraordinary state of affairs. 
From what I can gather in ...ose journals that . 
haven’t been lost in the post on their way to me, 
the Olympian Games issue is supposed to be 
still in use ; so it is, with the exception of the 1,
5, 20 and 25 lepia. These latter can be bought 
both perf. and imporf. (Athens print). If you 
ask for not more than 5 or 10 the clerk gives 
you perforated stamps ; if you want more he 
doesn’t like parting with the perforated ones 
which seem precious, but insists on your taking 
imperforate. If you want to fran/k a letter 
abroad you must either use stamps face value 
30 lepta’instead of 25 lepta, or use an ordinary 
25 lepta stamp, for which you have to pay 30 
lepta at the post office, although the denomi
nation has not been changed. This is on 
account of the depreciation of the money.”

1 --------
It is stated that there will be a change in 

the new issue of Canada stamps. Many of the 
Frcnch-Canadians are kicking because no 
figures appear on the stamps, and not being 
able to read Kngli-h they cannot make out the
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different values. Should this take place the 
current issue will most certainly be a good thing 
to keep.

ihe  above comes from America.

ine  following are the numbers of the stamps 
printed for the use of the Turkish post-offices in 
Thessaly: —

10 paras green, 413,400.
20 paras rose, 413,400.

1 piastre blue, 313,400.
2 piastres orange, 313,400.
5 piastres violet, 300,000.

The plates, &c., are said to have been des
troyed.

Would it be correct to call Central and South 
American stamps bearing the inscription UN 
REAL bogus?

H. Decker, Hanover, was condemned to one 
month’s imprisonment and costs for changing 
stamps that had been sent to him as an expert.

According to the Colleccionador de Sellos 
the following are the numbers of the 180, 300 
and 600 reis, slanting figures of Brazil, that 
can be found in collections at home.

180 reis, 33.
300 reis, 34.
600 reis, 29.

One Brazilian collector is the proud possessor 
of a block of 4 600 reis, in mint condition.

The news of the sudden death of Joe F. 
Beard, one of the most popular philatelists in 
the Western States, and Secretary of the Ameri
can Philatelic Association, came as a great 
shock to his many friends. He was oniy 46 
years old, and died at his home in Muscatine, 
Iowa.

Hayti is to have a new set of stamps ranging 
from one cent to one dillar. Foey ate Itm g 
printed in the United States, and will bear 
the portrait of the President of Hayti, T. Simon 
Law.

A new issue of postage stamps will be maue 
in Holland to commemorate the coronation of 
the young Queen this year. Professor Stang 
has been commissioned to paint the portrait, 
which will be used as the copy for these stamps. 
—N . Y . World.

One of the best novelties that have come 
under our notice lately are postcards with illu
minated views. Every window, door, or other 
bpening in a house or church is cut through, 
and with a thin orange coloured paper pasted 
over the back to write the address on, it looks, 
when holding the card up to the light, as if the 
buildings were illuminated inside. Especially 
water scenes with the reflection of the moon on 
the water and the various lights on board the

ships look charming. The manufacturer of this 
delightful novelty is W. Hagelberg of Berlin.___ ____ (

An interesting conference took place on the 
5th inst under the presidency of the Duke of 
Norfolk, as Postmaster-General of the United 
Kingdom, of representatives of all the Colonies 
and dependencies of the Crown, to consider a 
proposal for an imperial penny post. The 

Hon. William Mulock, Postmaster-General of 
Canada, as representing the Dominion, moved 
that the rate of postage for letters, other than 
inland letters, throughout the entire extent of 
the Empire, should be reduced from the present 
rate of twopence-halfpenny per half ounce to 
one penny. Canada has always been favourable 
to the idea of an imperial penny post, and, as 
far as the Dominion itself is concerned, is pre
pared to make good any loss that may result. 
Nearly two years ago the Chancellor of the Ex
chequer intimated his willingness to consider 
the proposal of reducing the foreign and Colo
nial postage from twopence-halfpenny to two
pence. But the European Postal Union, which 
met at Washington, refused to entertain the idea. 
Whether anything will come of the present 
movement it would not be easy to prophesy, but 
if all the Colonies show the same spirit as the 
Dominion of Canada, an imperial penny post 
is within measurable distance. At present the 
financial condition of Australia is believed to be 
the most serious obstacle to the propo al.

The Hon. Mr. Justice Parsons has been ap
pointed to act as Chief Justice of Bombay dur
ing the absence on leave of Sir Charles Farran, 
Kt. The acting Chief Justice is an ardent 
philatelist and Pre-ident of Philatelic Society 
of Bombay.

The Hon. William Mulock, Q.C., Postmas
ter-General of Canada, quite overshadows our 
own P.G.M., the Duke of Norfolk, whom he 
has come to consult on various postal questions, 
in the matter of academic distinction. He is 
an M.D., and L.L.D., a gold medallist in modern 
languages, and a retired professor of renown.

In one of our contemporaries we read the 
following: “All advertisements for the A pril 
number should reach our offices not later than 
first post Saturday, July 9th.’’ (The italics are 
ours). We sincerely congratulate the publisher 
of this philatelic paper on his luck in having 
already all his advertising space filled until 
April. We really would not like to mention 
the name of the paper, otherwise intending ad
vertisers might be disgusted to have to wait 
so long and go elsewhere. But how about the 
predicted slump?

The current Newfoundland 1 cent changed to 
green arrived already by mail at the beginning 
of the month.
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$osfaf (Union Sacrs.

The United States takes precedent over all 
the other countries in the Postal Union in the 
number of post offices within its territory having 
71,258, while Germany the next in order has 
37,640. Then follow respectively Great Britain, 
India, Canada, France, Russia, Italy, Austria, 
Hungary, Portugal, Japan, and Switzerland.

When the ratio to area and population is 
considered, however, the relative positions are 
considerably changed, Switzerland leading and 
the United States being sixteenth. Germany 
is second and then follows Great Britain, Portu
gal, Netherlands, Luxemburg, Belgium, Den
mark, Italy, Roumania, Austria, France, and 
Hungary, Japan and Victoria.

In the number of postal employes the United 
States also ranks first having 195,720, while 
Germany with 175,759 comes second. Then 
follows in or-dcr Great Britain, France, Russia, 
India, Austria, Japan, Italy, Hungary, Canada, 
Switzerland, and Spain.

The United States also show! a larger average 
mail to each inhabitant than any other country. 
Then in order ranks New South Wales, Great 
Britain, New Zealand, Victoria, Switzerland, 
Belgium, Netherlands, France, Germany, Sand
wich Islands, Argentine Republic and Canada.

The relative developments of the countries is 
instanced by the miles of postal routes over 
railroads and by other means. In rail routes 
the United States largely exceeds any other, 
having nearly as many miles as the next dozen 
together. Germany follows next and then comes 
France, Russia, Hungary, India, Canada, Aus
tria, Italv, Argentine Republic, Netherlands, 
Sweden, Belgium, and New South Wales.

In other than rail routes the United States 
also leads, Russia is second and India (third. 
Then in order follows Germany, Japan, Austria, 
Canada, Dominican Republic, Norway, France, 
Italy, Hungary, and New South Wales.

Of the various countries Great Britain’s post 
system pays the largest net income being nearly 
twice that of France, then in order follow Russia, 
Germany, Spain, Hungary, and Belgium. All 
the countries except fourteen show a surplus.

Of those where a deficit exists the United 
States has the heaviest being $9,807,043, Ar
gentine is next with a million and three quar
ters, and then 141 relative rank Canada, New 
South Wales, Dutch East Indies, Cape of Good 
Hope, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Uruguay, Chili, 
Luxemburg, Siam, Bosnia, and Norway—the 
latter's deficit being but a trifle over $14,000

From the Era.

<£uafemafa (Remainders.

To be sold by auction.
The Minister of the Interior has ordered that 

the following postage stamps, envelopes, postal 
cards, etc., commemorative of the “Exposiciun 
Centro Americana,” be sold at public auction: 

Postage Stamps.
82,376 tc. lilac 

112,870(1-12) tc. carmine 
215,942 2c, slate blue .
237,106 6c. orange 
630,070 10c. blue 
69,046 12c. carmine 

1,339 18c. black 
69,423 20c. red 
7S>359 25c- brown 
81,083 50c- dark violet 
92,573 100c. green 
97,145 200c. magenta 
97,515 500c. dark green

Envelope-..
72,162 2c. lilac 
44,098 6c. orange 
87,066 toe. blue 
93,561 12c. black

Postal Cards.
66,689 ic- blac
88,923 Interior service 3c. orange 
85,436 Foreign service 3c. blue 
93,585 Interior service 6c. red 
92,386 Foreign service 6c. grey 
95,743 Special delivery 12c. brown 

Wrappers.
94,420 6c. blue-green 
95,385 ioc. violet
Proposals for the above may be sent the Post

master General until July 31st next, and must 
be sealed and bear the following inscription: 

“Licitacion dc Signos v Sellos,” 
Secretaria de Fomento. 

Guatemala, April 25, 1898.

Correspondence.
Penang, Straits Settlements,

1st June, 1898.
Dear Sir,—
According to the Reuter’s telegram dated 

London, 26 May, the S.S. Mecca was wrecked 
at Sandheads, and the Pinaruj Gazette states that 
the English mail for Penang, Perak, etc., was 
iost. _

The Post Office authorities state that this 
was the mail which should have left London 
Mav 6th. _

Hoping that this may be of interest to your 
readers who may have written by that mail.

Yours faithfully,
W. N. CULLIN.

Pinaiuj Gazette has an “i” instead of “e” in 
i the word Penang which is a new or more recent 
j spelling.
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p.J.flLJB. advertiser advertising ‘Rates.

Price Per I nsertion :—
Once. 3  t im e s . 6  t im e s . 13 t im e s
s. a. ». d. S . li s. d.

1 page ... 30 0 27 O 22 6 20 O
J^page ... ... 18 O 16 6 13 6 12 0
Xpage ... ... IO 0 9 0 7 6 6 6
A  page ... . . 6 0 5  6 4 6 4 0

No smaller displayed advertisements will Ire taken 
than 1 -8th of a page.

Advertisements smaller than tms must he inserted 
in the EXCHANGE COLUM N, which in future 
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Jt seems hardly possible that 
The such a steady and stay-at-home 

New Art. hobby as philately could furnish 
sensational news of any descrip

tion with the exception, perhaps, of an occa
sional crime peiqieti'ated for the sake of the 
acquirement of the stamps owned by the victim, 
the DekihiefT murder case a short time ago being

one in point. Nevertheless an article has been 
going the round of the press which is sensational 
enough and therefore palatable food for the 
penny dailies. This article states that stamp 
collecting is doomed, that high priced stamps 
will not exist in future, that nobody will pay 
high prices for any stamps, etc., etc., and why? 
—simply because a new printing process called 
Uraphotypy has been invented, by means of 
which it is claimed that any print, whether in 
black and white or colours can be reproduced 
in its original colour and so perfect that even 
the greatest experts would he deceived.

We are getting quite accustomed to receive 
sensational news, which has not an atom of 
foundation, and when this is confined to the 
daily press we have no serious objection to urge, 
but when philatelic papers in all seriousness 
publish an item of news in a way calculated to 
dishearten even the staunchest friends of phil
ately, we feet it is time a little light was thrown 
upon the matter, which is the cause of the alarm.

To do this we must in the first instance endea
vour to give an account of tiraplmtypy the name 
by which the new art is known and of ifte mani
pulations necessary to make these reproductions.

The general principle of the new art is that 
| every print, be it in black and white or colours 

contains a certain but varying quantity of ink 
or colour. 1 his ink or colouring matter can be 
sub-divided as follows:

A : The chief portion, which adheres to and 
penetrates the paper or other material, upon 
which it is printed. The more porous the mate
rial the more ink or colouring matter is, of 
course, absorbed.

B : The superfluous portion, which dries and 
for the time adheres to the paper or other mate
rial, but which, if taken away would not make 
the print appear to have deteriorated in the 
least.

1 tic inventor of the new process, Mons. hasse, 
admits that the superfluous portion is in most 
cases much the smaller quantity and to this 
admission we shall refer later.

It i< claimed that by tiraplwtypy this super
fluous portion of ink or other colouring matter 
can be abstracted from the original as a nega
tive and transferred to another piper as a posi
tive. I he necessarv implements are a brush, 
<paplmlypiml paper and a fluid the composition 
of which is known onlv to Mon-. Itassc. Two 
operations are necessai v to obtain a good result, 
the first to transfer the superfluous ink to the 
graphotypical paper, when a negative would he 
the result, and the second to transfer it from 
the negative to the new paper, when we should 
have, of course, a positive. The modus oper- 
andi is as follows: Wet the graphotypical paper 
with the secret fluid, if too wet dry with blotting 
paper, lay it on the subject to be treated and 
applv gentle pressure. 1'hc negative obtained 
in this manner can be kept for some time with
out deterioration. If a positive is wanted wet 
the negative with the secret fluid, lay it on a 
moderately si/.ed paper, apply gentle pressure
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.aid lo and behold, the trick is done, at least so 
says Mons. ltasse. Instead of one rarity of the 
first rank you have two, which according to the 
inventor are so exact in every respect, that you 
could not tell the original yourself if the two 
copies got mixed, ( t r a p lm t y p i j  is not only ap
plicable to stamps, but to any print, and is 
especially dangerous in the case of ink-written 
documents, such as deed-, bills of exchange, 
cheques, etc., because in writing with ordinary 
ink there exists always a large superfluous pot- 
tion that is capable of being abstracted and 
used in the way we have described with good 
results.

Of course our concern lies with the reproduc
tion of stamps and then only of extremely rare 
stamps, because the superfluous colour suffices 
only to make copy. The process would be 
much too tedious and unprofitable for common 
stamps.

Let us examine the process and sec whether 
there is any ground for alarm and in doing -o 
it seem- to U' the admission of Mons. Itas-e. 
that the superfluous ink or colouring matter 
especially in a postage 'tamp is much smaller 
in volume than that adhering to and penetrating 
the paper, is a \ery important one, for even if 
nil tne superfluous colouring matter be taken 
from the original, and in a like manner nil again 
be transferred to the new paper, what would be 
obtained ? Something admittedly le-s den-e in 
tone than the original, and therefore not a true 
fnc simile. A further stumbling block in the 
wav of the forger, who might want to profit by 
this new invention i- the p flotation, the water
mark and the paper. The only result of U ra p fo t - 
ly p il, a- far as we can imagine, would therefore 
be the clnti'ic tting of tare -t imps  hat ing neither 
watermark nor perfi ration, there being still 
room for much improvement amongst the lorgers 
in these department'.

I he inventor admits also, th it in order to 
dtipltr itc colours it i ' of the h ghe t importance 
to study the composition of every colour, and 
noi only that, hut of the component colours in 
each stamp to be duplicated, as the secret fluid 
niu-t be altered to -uit the requirements if 
every colour, otherwi-c th‘c original stamp might 
be utterly diMi t wd. We don't fancy th’  
owners of Po-t Office Maur tot-, lir-t issue Sand
wich Island- or Molclos will be in .1 great hurry 
to have their -pccimons exposed to such a risk, 
apart altogether from the other obvious objec
tion which the owners of 'itch rarities would 
have of duplicates being manufactured. More
over when one bears in mind the many difficul
ties the inventor will have to face wc venture 
to predict he will find it an extremely hard 
matter to induce owners of rare stamps to en
trust them to him for uirh a nefarious purpose. 
Wc maintain, in spite of Mons. Itas-c’s -tatc- 
ment to the contrary that the process it-e'f 
r u-t 1 b a tamp of it' pristine condition in i -  
r.iucn a- the process removes that colour which

the inventor is pleased to call superfluous, but 
which to the trained eye of the philatelist is the 
one thing which raises an ordinary specimen in 
tone to one of rare beauty or cur errsa. Assum
ing our contention on this head to be correct, 
what further conclusion do we arrive at 7 Why, 
that although the original stamp is damaged by 
the removal of the superfluous colour the article 
obtained by means of the transfer of such sup. r- 
flumts colour cannot possibly be so good as the 
original article even after it has been treated, 
for we have seen the superfluous colour is not 
equal to the colour which is left on the original 
and from where is the deficiency to be made up7 
Perhaps Mons. ltasse will enlighten us.

There is one more point wc wjint to refer to. 
"All stamps have certain peculiarities in appear
ance by which a philatelist can say that this 
stamp is engraved in taille-doucc or in epargne, 
that that stamp is lithographed or surface printed 
and so on. Now all the products of this in
vention can have no better appearance than 
rude lithographs or paper transfers, in fact that 
is exactly what they are. The postmarks again 
would give them away, for surely there is a vast 
difference between a lithographed postmark and 
one properly applied.

As a proof of the practicability of his inven
tion Mons. ltasse sent to L'lllustration an enve
lope made by the aid of (traphofypy to illus
trate the article, that appeared in that journal. 
This envelope was franked with a gd. Knglish 

obliterated Cologne, with a 2c. French ob ite
rated Venezia and a 10 pf. German obliterated 
Merlin, all bearing the'datc 2j.2.gS. The stamps 
are in their original colours and negative, tha 
obliterations and the address are positive and 
are sa id  to have been taken from original letters.

These confirm in a very marked way the ob
servations of a general kind wc have made. 
They also show, if these are the best produc
tions Mons. Masse can turn out, that consider
ably more has been cfaimed for the new art 
than it deserv e s , for the specimens in question, 
even if printed as positives would scarcely de
ceive a collector of the smallest experience. As 
wc expected and as wc find, these productions 
at the very be?t have a very flat and smooth 
apjxtarance. there is nothing in the whole pro
cess that can make the design or the impres
sion seemingly to stand out from the paper. 
The colours of the reproductions also confirm 
what we ventured to predict, before we saw the 
illustration, they being at the best of a w ry 
washed out appearance. ’

\\ c think we have shown to our readers some 
of out reasons, why the new an will not affect 
it' as philatelists, how it will art in reference 
to documents or other ink-written matter we 
leave to other-, whom it ntav concern, to deal 
with. '
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This exhibition was opened at the Tivoli on 
the 25th of May, and it cannot but be said that 
it was well worth a visit by philatelists. Especi
ally in the matter o'! exhibits of Dutch stamps 
very fine collections were shown. The whole 
was admirably arranged on tables 8 to 11 metres 
long, all covered with red cloth, making a very 
fine sight upon entering the hall.

The exhibition was in commemoration of the 
tenth anniversary of the existence of the Phila
telic Society at Utrecht.

The principal exhibits were as follows:
T. W. Oewel, Wapenvelde, exhibited only 

Asiatic stamps. The greatest attraction were 
his Afghanistans, of which he showed 103, then 
followed Bangkok (22), Bamra, Ceylon, Hydera
bad, Faridkote, Formosa, Japan, Kashmir, 
Labuan 6 on 16c. first issue, 6 on 8c. reversed 
surcharge, 2 Scinde on letter, Selangor, Strait 
Settlements, and a fine lot of Shanghai.

G. F. Leliman, Heerde. Holland and 
Colonies unused and used. A very fine collec
tion rich in blocks, types and shades. Blocks 
of the 1852 issue, of the 10 and 15c. 1864, the 1867 
imperf., the 3c. orange 1891 printed on both 
sides. Amongst the obliterations we saw a 5c. 
1852 issue obliterated in red with a die which 
was in use in 1829. Colonies complete, also 
a very fine show of proofs and essays.

R. Ehrenbach, London. This exhibitor sent 
his fine fleet of Buenos Ayres practically com
plete, used and unused. All the various print
ings and papers were shown and this exhibit un- 
douotedly attracted very considerable attention. 
The value was estimated at fl2o,ooo, and the 
collection consisted of over 600 stamps.

A. Fleischmann, Esslingen, On., showed a 
very finej collection of Wiirtemberg, used and 
unused, practically complete, although we 
missed the 2 mark unused.

G. Ravmakers, Stratum. Some very nice 
rarities.

H. J. Cruyff, Utrecht, showed a collection 
of runts on 2 sheets, complete including post
age and unpaid letter stamps.

A. H. van den Berg, Utrecht. First issue of 
Egypt, the new stamps of Vasco de Gama, Ger
man Colonies in Africa.

H. R. Oldfield, London. Bolivia, used and 
unused. This exhibitor showed his magnificent 
collection of this country, on 86 sheets, whole 
plates, tvpes, blocks, shades, made up plates of 
the 5c. lilac plate VII., the 500c. black of 1867 
and 1871.

A. C. Vos, Amsterdam, Rarities specially of 
Old German States.

C. J. van den Berg, Utrecht. Rarities from 
all countries on it sheets, principally of Old 
German States and Australia.

J. Staats Boonen, Dresden. Principally 
Holland in made-up blocks.

H. Schafer, Amsterdam. Holland and Colo
nies, used and unused. A splendid collection 
and well arranged. We saw the 10 and 15c. 
1867, 1st type perf. ioj£, 15c. 1867 2nd type perf. 
13/2 x 14 and 12J4 x 12, the 15, 20 and 25c* 1872 
issue perf. 14, the 5c. yellow on letter, a strip of 
five gl. 5 used, Dutch Indies a block of the 5c. 
port of 1874 used, etc., etc. As member of the 
Jury this Exhibitor could not compete in the 
open class, where undoubtedly he would have 
obtained a medal, a special jury prize, however, 
was awarded him.

A. H. J. Sandvos, Amsterdam. Luxemburg 
comnlete in shades.

C. George, Lisbon. Portugal complete, 
over 650 stamps.

J. E. W. Twiss, Bilt, showed his large collec
tion of Europe, containing many rarities, though 
wc were sorry to see so many defective speci
mens, also some forgeries.

Anth Begeer, Utrecht, a collection of about
3,000 Europeans. This collection showed very 
little care, the stamps were on yellow sheets and 
seemed to be torn out of an album.

Jos. Visser, Amsterdam, only 48 stamps and 
cards.

A. W. Polman, Amsterdam. The best collec
tion of stamps on entires in the exhibition. He 
also showed a complete set of the Periodicals 
of the United States.

Jonkheer C. Ph. L. van Kinschot, Domburg. 
Holland and Colonies, used and unused. A 
magnificent collection, though we missed some 
of the rarer perfs. In sheets and blocks it was 
undoubtedly the best collection in the exhibi
tion. The 5 cent ultramarine we saw in a strip, 
types I., II. and III. together, Dutch Indies 
unused block of 5 cents first issue, Curacao and 
Suriname, first issue on blue paper. His show 
of proofs was also very fine, an essay of the 
1864 issue engraved by Kaiser is said to be 
unique. In most cases the names of the en
gravers as well as of the printers are given. His 
collection- of postcards of Holland and Colonies 
is said to be the best in existence. It contained 
the rare 5 cent with brown border on two kinds 
of cardboard of Holland, the \ 2]4  cent of Dutch 
Indies with the large blue and the small black 
surcharge 5 etc.

Julius Stier, Haiger, showed photographs .in 
the size of stamps to be put on postcards or 
used as letter headings.

C. A. v. d. Abeelen, Rotterdam. 373 rarities 
used and unused : Zurich, Brit. Bechuanaland 
£1 and ^5 used, Barbados 5 sh. carmine used 
and unused, a pair of id on half 5s., Turks 
Island, Trinidad, United States, etc.

D. M. de Heer, Rotterdam. Rarities only. 
Error 5 bani blue of Roumania, early Ceylons, 
surcharged Philippines, surcharged Straits, 
early Mauritius, England, and Switzerland.

J. L. v. Dieten, jun., Rotterdam, showed a 
magnificent collection of Virgin Island-, in all 
over 500 stamps. Sheets of the 1, 4, 6d. lilac, 
6d. rose and is. of the first issue, besides of the 
}Zd. green 2j^d. etc. of the later issues. Used
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and unused in blocks, strips and single speci
mens, also on entires.

The next exhibit was without name, but never
theless extremely interesting. On three sheets 
were shown a great many chemical changelings 
of the stamps of Holland present issue. '1 he 
5c. in the colour of the i2*4c., the I2j4c. in a 
whole range of shades, the 15c. red, brown, and 
black, the 20c. in blue and green, the 221/ic . in 
blue, the 25c. in grey, the 3c. even appeared 
with brown border. Very interesting to all 
collectors, as it is a clear proof of what can be 
done by chemistry.

Anton M. von Hoek, Rotterdam. Spain (282) 
Philippine (235), Cuba, Porto Rico, etc. (324), 
all unused. We noticed the whole set of the 
1850 issue on thick paper and the 12 cuartos, 5, 
6, and to reales on thin paper, 3 Madrids, the 
six issues of 1855-1864 complete, also the issues 
from 1865-1889 including all the 19 cuartos and 
10 pesetas.

Th. Lemaire, Paris, Ceylon, a magnificent 
collection used and unused, practically com
plete, Roumania showing tete-beche varieties 
almost complete, though a good many perfs. of 
the later issues missing, postcards of Holland 
and Dutch Indies and of Belgium.

L. A. Beausar, Amsterdam, Cape of Good 
Hope and United States of America, all the 
Departemcntals were shown, as also the Periodi
cals including the $60.

R. Weidenhagen, Hamburg. About 1,600 
Greece, which seem to have been arranged after 
Glasewald. A good many shades were shown, 
though unfortunately some of the early Athens 
without figures on the back seemed to be ab
sent, at least they were not specially marked.

Amongst the Philatelic Literature we noticed :
Dr. K. D iena: his work on the stamps of the 

Romagna.
C. Dieckmann : his History of German States.
Th. Buhl and C o.: “Philatelic Record.”
A. Coyette : “Revue Philatelique Francaise.”
C. Diena: his work on the Municipal Stamps 

of Italy.
P. Kohl: Album.
Th. Lem aire: Albums.
J. C. Auf der Heide, S .H .D .: Albums ad- 

dressbook, etc.
M. J v. d. W'ater: 10 plates and 3 vases de

corated with stamps.
H. G. G. t an Steensel van der A a: Stamp- 

mosaic.
J. Ed. Allcbe : 5 pictures of old Amsterdam.

LIST OF AWARDS.
Class A.—For Collectors.

A : For the best collection of the stamps of
Holland and Colonies unvsed.
1st prize, gold medal, G. F. Leliman, Heerde.
2nd prize, silver-gilt medal, Jkh, C. Ph. L. 

van Kinschot, Domburg.
B: For the best collection of the stamps of

Holland and Colonies uxrd.
1st prize, silver-gilt medal, G. F. Leliman, 

Heerde. ,

2nd prize, silver medal, Jkh. C. Ph. L. van 
Kinschot, Domburg.
C ; For the best collection of proofs of Holland 

and Colonies.
1st prize, silver medal, Jkh. C. Ph. L. van 

Kinschot, Domburg.
2nd prize, bronze medal, G. F. Leliman, 

Heerde.
D : For the best collection of the stamps of 

Europe.
1st prize, silver-gilt medal, J. E. W. Twiss, 
Bill.
2nd prize, silver medal, Anth Bcgeer, Utrecht. 

K : For the best collection of the stamps of one 
Continent.
1st prize, silver medal, F. W. Oewel, Wapen- 

velde.
F : For the best collection of the stamps of one 

country.
1st prize, silver-gilt medal, R. Ehrenbach, 

London (Buenos Ayres).
2nd prize, silver medal, H. R. Oldfield, Lon

don (Bolivia).
3rd prize, bronze medal, R. Weidenhagen, 

Hamburg (Greece).
G : For the best collection of rarities.

1 st prize, silver-gilt medal, C. A. v. d. Abeelen, 
Rotterdam.

2nd prize, silver medal, D. M. de Heer, Rot
terdam.

3rd prize, bronze medal, E. J. v. d. Berg, 
Utrecht.
I : For the best collection of the entires of 

Holland and Colonies.

1 st prize, silver medal, Jkh. C. Ph. L. van 
Kinschot, Domburg.

Extra prizes:
Silver-gilt medal, R. Schaefer, Amsterdam 

(Holland and Colonies).

Silver-gilt medal, L .A. Beausar, Amsterdam 
(United States).
Jury prizes:

Silver-gilt medal, A. W. PoWnan, Amsterdam.

Bronze medal, Jkh. C. Ph. L. van Kinschot, 
Domburg.

Class B.—For Dealers.

For the best collection of the stamps of one 
country.
tst prize, silver medal, Th. Lemaire, Paris 

(Ceylon). '
2nd prize, bronze medal, A. M. v. Hoek, Rot

terdam (Spain, etc.)

.. Class C.

For the best album.
Bronze medal, Th. Lemaire, Paris.

For works of art.
Bronze medal, M. J. v. d. Water, Utrecht. 
Bronze medal, J. E. Allebe, Amsterdam.
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For the lovers and students of philately we • 
translate hereafter the first Ordinance of l.ouis 
XL, King of France, relative to the establish
ment of the Post Office in France, which is 
undoubtedly one of the oldest documents still 
in existence, and can as such be considered the 
beginning of postal affairs,

Luxien, near Daillens, 19 June, 1464. ,
Institution and establishment, which the King 

Louis XI, our Sovereign, desires and commands 
to be made of appointed couriers and bearers 
of despatches in all places of his kingdom, lands, 
countries acknowledging his sovereignty, for 
the conveyance of his business and the des
patches of his serv ice and of his private matters.

The Sovereign King having been in delibera
tion with the lords of his council finds that it 
is verv necessary and important for his business 
and that of the State that he knows all the new- 
from all parts and that they receive news from 
him, when it appears necessary to him and 
orders to institute and establish in all town-, 
villages, hamlets, and place-, which rn.iv be 
considered as mo-t convenient, a number of 
hor-cs, in stages, by means of which his order s 
can be promptly executed and he can receive 
news of his neighbours, when desired by him 
as follows:

1. That it is his will and wi-h, that from the
present and hereafter it will be settled and 
established principally on all high roads of his 
kingdom from 4 leagues to 4 leagues that trust
worthy persons, who will take the oath to loyally 
sene the king, to keep and maintain 4 or 5 
light horses, well harnessed and fit to gallop : 
over the roads of their districts, which number 
could be increased if found necessary. |

2. For the good of the present institution I
and establishment and the general supervision ( 
of all that depends upon it, the King, our Sove
reign desires and commands, that there be in . 
the said institution and establishment, and for I 
the general supervision and in order to establish 
the same, an officer called grandmaster of the 
couriers ©f France, who has to keep himself 
near his person, after he has established the 
service, for this he will receive a good commis
sion. I

3. And the other persons, that will be ap* | 
pointed by him in all places will he called mas
ters keeping the horses running in the service 1 
of the king. I

4. The said masters will be held and it is 
enjoined upon them to mount without any delay I 
or hesitation, and to conduct in person, if they | 
be ordered to do so, all and everyone, the 
couriers and persons sent on the part of the 
said grandmaster, having his passport and seals | 
of the grandmaster of the couriers of France, 
and paying the reasonable price set forth here- | 
after,

5. The said masters will also carry all the 
orders and letters of his Majesty, which will 
be handed to them on his part by the governors

and lieutenants of his provinces and othr r 
officers, provided that there Ire shown a certifi
cate and passport of the grandma-tec of the 
couriers of France for all the communications 
coming from the court and besides tho-c of the 
said governors, lieutenants and officers, -houlcl 
it be in the serv ice of the king ; this certificate 
will be attached to the parcel and sent with an 
order of the clerk to the grand seal of the grand
master of the couriers of France, who will be 
established in every village on the borders of 
this kingdom and other suitable towns on the 
roads, wherever it mav appear nece--arv, the 
said order being addresed to the ma-ter of the 
couriers to cany without delay the said parcels 
or prepare those which will be sent in the ser
vice of the King.

6. And in older, that one mav know when 
there is anv delav and where it was occasioned, 
the said Sovereign desires and commands, that 
the said grandioa-ter and the said clerks nflixe 
tile clay and the hi ur, that thev have delivered 
1 He said parrel- to ihc first master-courier, and 
the fir-t to the -erond. and -o on -imilarlv for 
all ma-ter-roui i e i u n d e r  the penalty of being 
deprived of all emolument-, charge-, privileges, 
and exempti< n-. which are' given to them under 
the present institution.

7. *To the-c ma-ter-couriors it i- fm hidden 
and prohibited to lend anv hor-e- to whom it 
may be and of any rank without the consent 1 f 
the King, and the said grandmaster of the 
couriers of France, under penally of lo-ing their 
life: the said Soverigen neither vi-hes nor in
tends that the >aid c-tabli-hment be used for 
any other service than his own, considering ihe 
inconvenience which may supervene to his bu-i- 
tve-- if the said horses serve all people indiffer
ently without his knowledge and that tf  the 
-aid grandmaster of the couriers of France.

S. And that our very sainted father the Pope 
and the foreign rulers, with whom his Majesty 
is in friendship and alliance, bv which the pas
sage through France is free to their couriers 
and messengers, mav not have cause to com
plain of the present ordinance, his Majesty in
tends to maintain the liberty to pass through, 
permitting them if they desire to do so, to use 
the conv enience of the said est iblishment by 
paying reasonably and obeying the fixed rules.

9. Hut to avoid frauds, which could be com
mitted the couriers and messengers going and 
coming in this kingdom wishing not to be seen 
at tlie offices of the grandma-ter of the couriers 
of France and bv his clerks residing in ever, 
frontier town and others of this kingdom and 
pa-ing on bv-wavs so as not to make knmvn 
their presence and entry into this kingdom, tak
ing other horses and guides to do this, his 
Majesty wishes and enjoins them to travel over 
the high roads and through the frontier towns 
in order to show themselves at the offices of the 
grandmaster of the couriers, and to take out 
a passport and an order, as said before under 
penalty of forfeiture of body and goods.
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10. The said couriers and messengers will 
be visited by the said clerks of the grandmaster, 
to whom they will have to show their indentures 
and money, so that they may know there is 
nothing to the prejudice of the service of the 
king, that acts contrary to his edicts and ordi
nances, of which the said clerks will be fully 
instructed.

11. The said clerk, after having seen and 
inspected the parcels of the said couriers and 
found nothing contrary' to the service of the 
King, will seal them with a seal, which will bear 
the armes of the said grandmaster of the couriers 
with a passport, which his Majesty commands 
to be as follows:

“Masters keeping post horses of the King from 
such a place to such a place, on horseback, will 
let pass the present courier, named ——, who 
goes to such a place with his rein and mailbag 
in which there are the number of — parcels of 
letters, sealed with the seal of our grandmaster 
of the couriers of France; these letters have 
been seen by me and nothing of prejudice to 
the King our Sovereign having been found, by
means of which delays can occur and not carry
ing any other prohibited matter, but a sum suffi
cient for this journey.’’

This will be signed by nobody else but the 
said clerk.

12. This passport will remain with the last 
master-courier, where the said courier will stop, 
so that he can send it to the office of the grand
master of the couriers of France ; of these pass
ports a list will be made, which will be called 
a record of passports.

(To be continued).
From the Items Post ate.

ZtxW-
COUNTERFEIT SURCHARGES.

By Georges Carion.

Counterfeits of the provisional stamps of 
Tahiti have been seen quite frequently of late 
and notwithstanding they are not well enough 
counterfeited to tteceive any experienced phila
telists ; as very happily, like in many other 
cases, the counterfeiters have overlooked some 
of the most important features ; it may not be 
out of order to give a few points so to enable 
collectors to detect forgeries.

The 25c. on 35 yellow of the 1882 imperforated 
issue had its first and second types of surcharge 
prettv closelv imitated but in most of the cases 
the counterfeit surcharges seen were on the 
reprints of the 35 cent stamp of the 1877 imper
forated issue of French Colonies which are deep 
violet brown on orange instead of being grey- 
violet brown on yellow and this alone should be 
sufficient to detect the fraud but in the counter
feits the top bar measures 17 mm. and the 
bottom bar 16 mm. instead of being of an even 
length and measure 15 to 16 mm. The figures

23 are only 6 j4 mm. high, instead of 7 mm. 
i he space between the figures and the bottom 
bar is of 3 mm. where it really ought to be of 
2 } 4  mm. "

Cancelled specimens of these are easier yet 
to be detected as the bogus postmark used has 
its inner circle made out of dots, the forgers 
probably not knowing that it should be a con
tinuous lined circle. ,-mI the above points apply 
to the 25 on 40 vermilion on straw but here only 
reprints of the 40 centimes stamp, of the 187*7 
itnnerforated issue were used by the counter
feiters and as they are of the second type with 
N of INV placed under U of he Republique 
instead of having the N of INV placed under 
B of Republique like in the first type the for
geries can easily be detected.

The 5c on 20 green perforated of the 1884 
issue which comes in four different tvpes of 
surcharge has also tempted the imitators but 
in all cases known they have added a bar to the 
A of TAHITI which does not exist in the 
genuines. In the 10c on 20 green of the same 
issue which also originally came in four differ
ent types they have overlooked the peculiar 
shape and wideness of the A and the character
istic narrowness of the H in the word TAHITI. 
Of the two last provisionals the surcharging 
stamps were engraved or better said cut with 
a penknife in some kind of ordinary wood in 
two blocks of four, one for each value, but 
after some use, one, two and, later on, three of 
each stamp got broken, the wood used for the 
engraving not being as hard as such usually 
used for that kind of work and of course they 
were at the same time withdrawn from use, mus 
explaining why some of the varieties of sur
charge are more commonly found than the 
others. Notwithstanding the 25c on the 1 franc 
bronze green imperforate is listed as 1882 issue 
it was really issued in" 1884 at the same time 
as the 5c. and 10c. on 20 green. In the coun
terfeits the figures 25 are of an even height when 
in the genuines the 5 is about 1 mm. higher 
than the 2. Also the squareness of the letters 
in tue word TAHITI usually betrays the coun
terfeits in the three stamps of the 1884 issue. 
There are numerous types of the diagonal over
print TAHITI of the 1893 issue, among which 
three very distinct varieties are known ; but the 
forgeries always measures differently from the 
genuines, tl: "ounterfeits which are more com
monly met with have about 3#  mm. height 
and fully 20 mm. width from the first stroke of 
the T to the end of the I when tne genuines 
have from 3 l/j to 3 ^  mm. height and from 
18# to 19 mm. width, according to type of sur
charge. The counterfeits of the rare imper
forate stamps can easily be detected as in pre
vious cases reprints pf the corresponding issues 
of French Colonies were only u^ed by the imi
tators.

Of the two lines over print 1893 TAHITI there 
arc also a number of minor varieties in the 
figures 1893 or in the letters of the word
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TAHITI, sometimes the stamps were over
printed two by two with a double hand stamp 
which appears to be a metallic one, probably 
lead, wnen in some other cases the stamps were 
single overprinted. Here the counterfeits 
known have their overprints 9 mm. high, 15^ 
mm. width with a space of 3 mm. between the 
bottom of the figures 1893 and the top of the 
word 1‘AHITI, when the genuines measures 
invariably 8 mm. high, 14% to 15 mm. wide 
according to type, and only 2)4 mm. space 
between the figures and the letters. All the 
surcharges and overprints were hand stamped 
and sometimes show great differences between 
one another, this could be accounted for in the 
way the hand stamp has been applied on the 
postage stamp, the more or less of ink used or 
the wear of the hand stamp ; so we have sur
charges with T or I final broken at top or at 
bottom, T with one or two strokes missing,
1 or 3 broken but these are infinitesimal and 
accidental varieties which certainly are not worth 
being collected even by the more fastidious and 
I merely mention them so that they would not 
look suspicious if they should sometimes be met 
with.

When specimens are cancelled the postmark 
is of a great help in 'detecting the counterfeits 
as it never has been well imitated, the principal 
break being in the word at the bottom of the 
postmark which spells TA1 HI in the genuines, 
and in central letter I which is surmounted by 
a double period which when heavily inked does 
not show but makes the letter I appreciably 
higher than the other about % mm. *

The information above given will certainly 
enable anybody to tell the counterfeits from the 
genuines in most cases, but it may be well to 
say that those imitations come principally from 
Bordeaux, Marseilles, Brussels, London, Cleve
land, St. Louis, and New York.

‘Becrees.

UNITED STATES.
Post Office Department,

Office of Third Ass’t P. M. Gen’l, 
Washington, D. C. May 16, 1898.

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing hav
ing found it impracticable to furnish satisfac
torily or in the time desired supplies of the 
several denominations of Trans-Mississippi 
stamps in two colours, or with black centres 
and coloured borders, as was first intended, and 
as is announced in the current (May) number 
of the Postal Guided the Department is con
strained to issue each of the denominations of 
these stamps in a single colour. This change 
necessitated several other changes; so that the 
description of the stamps as given in the May 
Guide must be ignored. The following descrip
tion is now the correct one:

The Trans-Mississippi stamps differ materially 
in size from the ordinary series, the engraved

space being about seven-eigths of an inch wide 
by about one and three-eights long. The de
signs are also radically unlike those of the ordi
nary stamps, consisting of a border (substanti
ally the same in all the denominations, except 
that the figures and letters representing values 
are different) and a central scene indicative in 
some way of the development of the great re
gion beyond the Mississippi River. The scenes 
and borders are all printed from line engrav
ings on steel, executed by the Bureau of Engrav
ing and Printing of the Treasury Department.

The border, which forms in its inner line an 
irregular oval framework to each of the scenes 
represented, consists of a fluted figure on either 
side, with interior cross-bars, beginning in a 
single line near the bottom of the stamp, .and 
enlarging until it reaches a shield in each of 
the upper corners, wherein is engraved in white 
the Arabic numeral of denomination—the dollar 
mark being also included in the case of the one 
and two dollar stamps.

At the top, connecting the two shields, and 
united to the fluted framework on the two sides, 
is a curved tablet, on which are engraved in 
small white capitals the words “United States 
of x\merica.” Above this, on either side, are 
heads( of wheat, and between these a small 
scroll. Immediately below the central scene is 
the title of the picture in diminutive white Gothic 
letters on a curved tablet, and below this on 
either side, in scrolls, are the words of value, 
“one,” “two” and so on, in white capitals, except 
in the case of the two highest denominations, 
when “$1.00” and “$2.00” are substituted for 
letters. Above each of these is a projecting ear 
of corn, and at the bottom of all on a straight 
black tablet are the words “Postage One Cent,” 
"Postage Two Cents,” and so on, in white capi
tals.

The scenes represented on the stamps, to
gether with the colours of the several denomina
tions, are these.

One-Cent.—“Marquette on the Mississippi,” 
from a minting by Lamprecht, now in posses
sion of the Marquette College, of Milwaukee, 
Wis., representing Father Marquette in a boat 
on the upper Mississippi, preaching to the In
dians.—Colour, dark green.

Two-Cent.”’1 Farming in the West,” from a 
photograph, representing a western grain field 
with a long row of ploughs at work.—Colour, 
C o n n e r  red.

Four-Cent.—“Indian Hunting Buffalo," re
production of an engraving in Schoolcroft’s 
History of the Indian Tribes.—Colour, orange.

Five-Cent.—“Fremont on Rocky Mountains,” 
modified from a wood engraving repres.nting 
the Pathfinder planting the U.S. flag on the 
highest peak of the Rocky Mountains.—Colour, 
dark blue. ,

Eight-Cent.—“Troops guarding Train,” re
presenting a detachment of U.S. soldiers con
voying an emigrant train across the prairies, 
from a drawing by Federic Remington permis
sion to use which was kindly given by the pub



July i j , 1898. Philatelic J ournal of Great B ritain.

lisher, R. H. Russell, of New York.—Colour, 
dark lilac.

Ten-Cent.—“Hardships of Emigration,” from 
a painting kindly loaned by the artist, A. G. 
Heaton, Irepreseniting an emigrant and his 
family on the plains in a “prairie schooner,” 
one of the horses having fallen from exhaustion. 
—Colour, slate.

Fifty-Cent.—“Western Mining Prospector,” 
from a drawing by Frederic Reminton (permis
sion to use which has been kindly given by the 
publisher, R. H. Russell, of New York), repre
senting a prospector with his pack-mules in the 
mountains, searching lor gold.—Colour, olive.

One-Dollar.—“Western Cattle in Storm,” re
presenting a herd of cattle, preceded by the 
leader, seeking safety from a gathering storm, 
reproduced from a large steel engraving after 
a picture by J. MacWhirter—the engraving 
having been kindly loaned by Mrs. C. B. John
son.—Colour, light brown.

Two-Dollars.—“Mississippi River Bridge,” 
from an engraving.—a representation of the 
gieat bridge over the Mississippi at St. Louis.— 
Colour, sapphire blue.

No Trans-Mississippi postal cards or stamped 
envelopes will be issued.

Although this series of stamps will be discon
tinued on the 31st of December, 1898, thev will 
be good for postage at any time afterwards.

JOHN A. MERRITT,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Since the above circular was issued it has 
been decided to print the $1.00 in black and 
the $2.00 in light brown. The first Omaha 
stamps printed, according to Mr. Bartels, was 
on May 20th; 700 sheets of ic. green, Plate 
No. 590.

From the Philatelic Monthly.

MAILS FOR MEQUINEZ.

Correspondence for Mequinez may now be 
sent through the British Postal Agencies in 
Morocco, it having been arranged that such 
corespondence will be transmitted between bez 
and Mequinez by a private bi-weekly Courier 
Service which is timed to meet the arriving and 
departing bi-weekly British Service between Fez 
and Tangier.

It is to be clearly understood, however, that 
no liability is incurred by the British Post Office 
for the transmission of letters, etc., between bez 
and Meouinez, the correspondence being for
warded and received for account and risk of 
senders.

A charge of 5 centimos per half ounce letter, 
and sample and book packets at 5 cts. each two 
ounces is made by the above private service on 
delivery of the correspondence at Mequinez, or 
on its despatch therefrom. Or the extra postage 
may be prepaid in the special stamps of the
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Fez-Mequinez Service which are obtainable at 
any British Postal Agency in Morocco.

J. M. MALi-u-OD,
British Postal Agent.

British Postal Agency,
Fez (.uorocco),

17 March, 1898.

UNITED STATES.
There is a variety of the United States 2c. 

envelope of July, 1884, which we have never 
seen noted. It is a variety between the Die 
A and Die B. The curve at the bottom of 
the bust is very similar to Die A, but instead of 
forming a sharp point at the right end it makes 
a curve similar to Die B. 'Ihis variety has 
frequently been mistaken for Die B. *

From the Philatelic Monthly.

FRANCE.
So far unknown was an error of the 10c. 1870 

issue, which is in the possession of a collector. 
The inscription “ lte/mb. Pranc" is inverted. 
Otherwise the stamp is quite normal.

From the IVegweiserfur Sainmler.
GUATEMALA.

Mr. George F. Stein has shown us a peculiar 
error which occurred in surcharging the 5c. 
violet with the new value, 1 centavo, and whi'a 
appears to have escaped the eagle eye of col
lectors until the present. On a certain number 
of sheets the fourth row of stamps from the lert 
snows the date 1894, instead of 1895, the type 
in the entire row being uniform. It seems that 
only a small number can have been surcharged 
witli this error, as we have looked through a 
.stock of a hundred full sheets which we had oil 
hand without finding a single one containing 
the error referred to.

From the American Journal of Philately.

Sorgerteg.
VIRGIN ISLANDS.

Very good forgeries have lately appeared of 
the fid. 1867 issue, and we warn collectors to be 
verv careful when purchasing- such stamps. 
The best point for the detection is the irregular 
perforation of the forgeries, whereas the origi-
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nals are perforated regularly 12 or 15. In the 
' forgery under our notice the R of VIRGIN is 

inverted, but no doubt this will be altered in 
the next printing.

LUXEMBURG.
We were very much surprised lately to find 

so many official Luxemburg stamps 1893 issue 
perf. 12z/ t ,  in the market. Especially the ap
pearance of the 25c. blue astonished and, at 
the same time, made us suspicious, as to our 
knowledge this stamp had not been issued with 
the surcharge S.P.

We carefully examined some specimens and 
found they were beautifully forged, if we may 
be allowed to express ourselves in this manner. 
The lettering was practically exact, in fact we 
should not be surprised, if some official at the 
Post Office has not done them. The only differ
ence we could discover was in the distance from 
the stop behind the S to the stop behind the 
P, which in the originals is 14 mm. and in the 
forgeries 14% mm. The S is slightly higher 
than the P in the forgeries and the stops larger 
than in the originals. Great care, however, 
has to be taken when purchasing the whole set.

DUTCH INDIES. ‘
Good forgeries of the first 10 cents perf. and 

imperf. have lately been seen. The back
ground in the forgeries is quite even, whereas 
it is clearer in the left bottom corner in the origi
nals. The perforation in the originals is close 
to the frame and!-measures 12% x 12, whereas 
it is further away in the forgeries and measures 
only \ \ l/ i  all round.

PORTUGAL.
Stamps of the first issue 1853 50 and too reis 

are often met with obliterated with the 11 bar 
due, which did not come into use until 1855. 
The obliterations are therefore forged. Of the 
PROVTSORIOS also a great many have forged 
surcharges, and collectors must beware.

From the Philaielistc Fortwjais.

JUNE & JULY, 1898, REPORT.

Honorary President— 
His Honour Judge Philbrick, Q.C.

Honorary Vice-Presidents.
Vernon Roberts, Manchester.
R ev. W. Bell, Cork,

President—
II. R. Oldfield , London. j

Vice-Presidents— 1
VV. Dorning Beckton, Manchester.
H. L. H ayman, London.

Committee—
F. E mpson, Birmingham 
W. Hadlow, London.
W. G. H awkins, London.
J. E. J oselin, London.
W. B. K irkpatrick , Bournemouth.
W. Matthews, London.
S. C. Sk rPTON, Salisbury.
C. T. Reed, London.
H. T hompson, London.
B. W. W ar hurst, London.

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer—
T. II. H inton, 5, Paultons Square, Chelsea, London,

S.W.
Hon. Exchange Superintendent—

Dr. Marx, 6, Haven Green, Ealing, London, W.
Hon. Librarian—

B. W. Warhurst, 15, Paul tons Square, Chelsea, 
London, S.W.
1 Hon. Counterfeit Detector.

W. Hadlow, 331, Strand, London, W.C.
Hon. Solicitors—

Messrs. Oldfield, Bartram & Oldfield , St. 
Stephen’s Chambers, Telegraph Street, Moorgate 
Street, London, E.C.

M EM BERSH IP.
Candidates for admission must be over 18 

years of age, and supply at least two satisfactory 
references. They wili then be proposed for 
election, and if no objection be lodged within 
fourteen days, be duly elected. The entrance 
fee, 2s. 6d. and subscription, 5s., should accom
pany the application, and will be refunded in the 
event of the non-election of the applicant.

The following are now proposed in accordance with 
the above:—

Count A de Tscherniadieff, Barcelona. Proposed by 
Dr. Marx, Seconded by H. R. Oldfield.

Miss Gertrude Killick, 17, National Bank Chambers, 
St. Georges St., Cape Town, South Africa. Proposed 
by T. H. Hinton, Seconded by S. C. Skipton.

LIBRARY.
The Hon. Librarian acknowledges with thanks 

The Philatelic Record for May, June and July, from 
Messrs. Buhl Co., Le Timbrophile Beige from Brussels.

Mr. H. W. Tebbutt, Denmark House, Northampton, 
has several Philatelic Works for sale cheap and will 
send list to any member on application.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
The Annual General Meeting and election of Officers 

and Committee for the year 1898-9 was held at Essex 
Hall, Essex Street, Strand, on Wednesday, May 18th,
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when there were present H, R. Oldfield (in the chair), 
B. VV. Neave, II. Thompson, Dr. Marx, and the Hon. 
Secretary. Full and ample notice of this meeting 
having been given to every member of the society, the 
small attendance was very disappointing, and the Hon. 
Secretary would again urge members to take more 
interest in the meetings. The minutes of the last 
meeting being taken as read, the lion. Secretary read 
the report and balance sheet, shewing a membership of 
136, and balance of £ 2  6 o in hand on Jan. 1st. The 
report was received and adopted subject to audit, Dr. 
Marx being appointed auditor. The F.xchange Super
intendent then read his report on the exchange packets, 
and pointed out that as the packets are now working 
satisfactorily and settlements promptly made, it is to the 
meml>ers’ interest to avail themselves of this branch and 
to further its success by sending good sheets at moderate 
prices. In most cases sheets are priced far too high. 
A tetter from the Hon. Librarian in which he expressed 
his regret at being too unwell to attend having been 
read, the election of Officers for the ensuing year was 
then proceeded with. Having regard to the fact of the 
president’s residence in the country and the many 
important claims on his time, preventing him from 
attending the meetings, it was unanimously resolved 
while thanking him for his services to the union, to ask 
hi n to continue his connection with it as Honorary 
President, Mr. II K. Oldfield being unanimously elected 
President for the ensuing year. The resignations of
E. Hawkins, Esq., J .P ., from the Vice-Presidency and 
Messrs B. W. Neave and W. Silk from the Committee, 
were accepted with regret, and appreciative thanks for 
their past services to the Union. The remaining 
Officers and Members were re elected for the ensuing 
year, with the addition of Mr. H. Thompson as a 
member of the committee. It was decided to hold 
Monthly Meetings for exchange and other purposes, on 
the third >' ednesday in each month, from October to 
May next, at Essex Hall, Essex Stieet, Strand, W.C. 
Mr. II. R. Oldfield then showed his fine collection of 
the Federal issues of Switzerland, which includes many 
rarities and 'a rie  ies of shades, etc., and afforded much 
interest to tl ose present, and the meeting concluded 
with a unanimous vote of thanks. Below is appended 
the annual Iralance shaet and exchange superintendant’s 
rep <rt for the year.

THOS. II. HINTON,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer,

5, Pan I tons Square,
Chelsea, London, S.W.

June n th ,  1898.

1897. I.P .U . EXCHANGE SECTION. 
54 MEMBERS.

v a i .u k . s a l e s .
£ s. d. £ s. d.

I  EBRITAKY 672 9 5 46 7 6
M a r c h 4 '7 13 t 22 *7 I I
A p r i l 363 12 5 24 11 O
M a y 546 9 8 27 19 I
J u n e 295 8 3 20 3 1
J u l y 3*4 4 8 11 18 9
A u g u s t 310 9 to •4 3 4
S e p t e m b e r 314 I I 5 37 15 3
O c t o b e r 482 •3 8 27 8 4
N o v e m b e r 263 S to IO *9 4
D e c e m b e r 578 2 9 24 7 5

11 months 4669 I O 268 I I O

Average 424 9 2 24 8 3

p e r
; e n t .

S ’A
8
5 
7 
4 
4
9 H
6
4
4

5 #

. jC s. d.
To balance in band at o 10 
Subscriptions an d  

Entrance Fees .. 37 15 6
Received from late 

Sec (S. F. Bickers) i n  o

I.P .U . ANNUAL BALANCE SH EET. 
January ro December, 1897.

R E C E IP T S . E X P E N D IT U R E .
£  s. d.

Official Organ . .  15 i> 4
Stationery and Prin*
*  ing “  . -  3 7 9Statutes and Rules.. 5 18 6 
(’outages* Hon. Sec. 2 9 0  

„  Hon Soli' 
citors .. .. o 12 a

Postages and Station* 
e r y  E x c h a n g e  
Superintendent . .  s 7 9 

Books for Library . ,  0 9 0
Expenses of Lantern 

Show, Jan 27th .. 9 12 2
Legal Expenses re 

Capt. Ord. viz.
Solicitors out o 
pocket expenses 
Counsels Fees, etc.

7 4

Balance to 1808, in 
Hon. Treas. bands

15 6 8 

59 * 4

2 6
£ 6t 7

Examined, compared with vouchers and found correct,
E. F. Marx i , ... 
F rederick Marx f  Au(l,,ors-June 2nd, 1898.

NOTICE.
I regret June report reached the publisher too late for 

insertion last month—it is now included with July. 
Several subscriptions are still due, Members are request
ed to forward same soon as possible to

T. II. HINTON,
July n th ,  1898 Hon. Sec. and ‘treasurer,

QJeporfs of £)ffier £&actefte«.
T h e  S u b u r b a n  S t a m p  E x c h a n g e  C l u b .—  

December sheets have been returned and ac
counts duly* submittrff. Sales were of a high 
average, as follows : —

Dec. A packet ,£84 gs 11 d.
Dec. A2 packet £77, 2s. 4j£d.
Dec. Hi "acket ,£39 2s. iod.
Dec. B2 packet /41 17s. ij£d.

Supply round of Ai and A2 packets ^53 15s 4d.
January packets have just terminated their 

rounds, and sheets and accounts will be for
warded without delay. February and March 
pacekts are  nearly round.

In spite of the off season June packets have 
shown but little falling off in point of value, 167 
sheets estimated in the aggregate at ^1,842 1 is. 
ttd . have been made up and put into circula* 
tion by the 25th inst. Members leaving home 
for more than two days should notify dates of 
absence to prevent delay, otherwise the proper 
fines will be exacted. Packets will be circu
late,. ...roughout the summer. Among the new 
members enrolled this month a re : A. Still 
(Liverpool), Miss Higgins (Luton), W. Brettsch- 
neider (Melbourne), J. Johnson (New Deer),
S. Seon (Reading), L. Magnee (London), and 
Mrs. Stirling (Strathpeffer). One resignation 
(Mr. C. I.ewis) was accepted with regret. The 
Suburban will not be absorbed by the proposed 
Herts Philatelic Society, but both will run con-
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currently for the present. Philatelists at home 
and abroad are welcomed on production of 
satisfactory references, and arrangements are 
made for settlements either in cash or exchange 
bases. Regulations sent on application to the 
Secretary: H. A. Slade, Ingleside, St. Albans.

(TJero 3s6ueg anb (Parteftea,
By S. C. SKIPTON.

" BRITISH EMFIRE.
British Bechuanaland. According to the Timbre 

Paste there are three printings of the lately issued 
surcharge on the %&. green Cape of Good Hope. 
The measurements are as follows :—

1st. 2nd. 3 ‘d.
British 7)(min. 8mm.
Bechuanaland i5,'/rnm. I5*£mm. 16mm.
Distance \ 
between the > 
words )

• 14mm. 13mm.IOj£mm.

British Central Africa. Another id. provisional has 
been issued here. The die for producing the 
embossed stamp on Cheques has been used. In 
the centre is a tree, the crest of the Company, 
and in a horseshoe over the tree BRITISH 
CENTRAL AFRICA PROTECTORATE’ 
and ‘ONE’—' PENNY’ below. The stamp 
is printed in red on while wove paper marked 
out in rectangles and with ‘ INTERNAL ’ 
above and ‘ POSTAGE ’ at bottom in blue. It 
is imperforate. It is said that none were sold 
over the counter, hut the stamps were put on 
letters for which postage had been paid in cash, 

id. red and blue.
Canada. Mr. Adams informs us a Special Delivery 

Stamp will be issued in July. The new type of 
the stamps has been issued. The frame round 
the head is slightly different, and the maple 
leaves in the lower corners have been replaced 
by white rectangles containing the figures of

- value.
ic. blue 'green.
3c carmine.

Cook Islands. The Australian Philatelist announces 
that a new issue is being prepared in New 
Zealand with a sea bird in centre within a Greek 
border.

Gibraltar. Morocco. The whole of the current 
stamps of Gibraltar have been surcharged in two 
lines ‘ Morocco ‘ Agencies,’ in black, as men
tioned last month in the case of the 25c.

SC. black and green.10c. „  carmine,
joc, „  olive.
a$c. ,, blue.
40c. ,, orange-brown
30c. ,, lilac,

rp. ,, bistre and blue,
jp  „  black and carmine.

W. 5c. black on green on buff.
roc. „  carmine „

P.C. 5c. black on green.
S +  5C- i> .. .

ioc. „ carmine, 
ioc. + roc. „ „

India. Bhopal. The A.J.P. chronicles two new 
stamps here. Both are of the rectangular type, 
one (Scott 10) with the corners solid and a letter 
in each corner (Gibbons’ 10), and the other 
(Scott 8 and 18) curved lines in corners (Gib
bons’ 7), and are both from fresh plates and 
imperforate.

& a black.
Jfa-

Charkari. The C. de T. P. chronicles a Reply 
Card similar to the Single Card,

P.C. lilac on buff.
Labuan. The 12c. has appeared with the name on 

the lower part of the stamp as announced last 
year.

Mauritius, It is reported that owing to the supply of 
the 4c. having run short, the following values 
will be surcharged 16c. (50,000), 18c. (300,000), 
25c. (80,000), 50c. (50,000). Also 50,000 of 
each of the 18c. and 36c. Envelopes.

Newfoundland. The colour of the ic. has been 
changed to suit the Postal Union requirements, 
Stamps of %, 3, and 5c. have been received and 
will shortly be issued as the current stamps are 
used up. The designs consist ot portraits of 
Prince Edward, Princess May and the Duke of 
York. When is Newfoundland going to honour 
the most popular and best loved member of the 
Royal Family—the Princess of Wales ?

St. Lucia. A Government Notice dated May 6th, 
reduced the postage on letters to all Foreign 
places to 2d. the j£oz. on and after May 9th. 
As the consent of the Colonial Secretary was 
not obtained, a similar notice dated June loth 
restored the postage to 2>£d. on and after June 
1 ith. A supply of 2d. stamps was obtained and 
issued, and we understand from Mr. Proudfoot 
these have been withdrawn, not however before 
three firms had got the tip and invested to the 
tune of £,\200, so that with some 150,000 stamps 
on the market, the price should not increase 
very much.

2<J. blue, value and name, orange.
Straits Settlements. JVeg/i Sembilan, It is said 

that the 2c. and 8c. have at last Ireen issued.
Pahang. The following values of Perak have 

been surcharged with the word ‘ PAHANG’ 
and issued.

1$. black and green.
5$. „  1. and blue.

Tobago. It is reported that Trinidad has taken 
over the Government of this Island and that 
the stamps became obsolete on July 1st.

OTHER COUNTRIES.
Austria. The Post Cards with a long ‘s ’ in ‘ Corres- 

pondenz-Karlc ’ according to the M.J. exist as 
follows :—

P.C. (U ‘ CorrespondentKarte ' measuring 51mm.
2k. Inscriptions. German,

Inscribed (BShm.), (Deutsch-Illir-ltal.), (Slow) 
2 +  tk- Inscription in German,

Inscribed (Rum.) ^
(ii) ‘ Correspondcnz-Karte ' measuring 40mm. _

ak. Inscribed(I)cutsch*Bfihm.), (!>eutsch*llHr*Ital.), 
(Deutsch'Ital.), (Deutsch-Poln.Ruth ),(Deutsch- 
Rum ), (Deutsch*Ruth ). (Deutscb*Slov.) 4 

a +  ak. Inscribed (Deuisch-Bohm,), (Deutsch*I11ir • 
I cal ), (Deutsch-ltal.), (Deutsch*Poln.«Ruth ), 
(Deuisch-Ruth.), (Deutsch-S!ov.)

L .C , Heading 28mm.
3k. Inscribed (Deutsch*Bohm ), (Deutsch*Itak) 

(Dentsch-Poln.-Ruth.), (Deutsch*Rum X 
(Deutsch Slov.)

5k. Inscribed (Deutsch*Bubm.), (Deutsch-Ital.- 
Illyr.), (Deutsch-Poln.-Rutta,), (Deutsch-Slov.) 
(Deutsch'Slov,) b ,

According to the 7 '. / \  there are 8  varieties 
of each of the single and double cards, and 5 
of each of the Letter Cards.

Belgium. The Parcel Post Stamp of 15c, of the 
new type has l>een issued.

P.P, 15c. grey and black.
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B razil. A Postage Due Stamp of toor. in the type of 
the 20O0r. has been issued and the CoUectioneur 
chronicles a 5or. Post Card of the current type. 

P.P . ioor. brick-red.
P.C. sor. blue and brown on buff

China. We have seen copies of the Revenue stamps 
surcharged for postal used as follows;— 

re. with surcharge inverted.
1$. with the Chinese surcharge small.

Germ any. Wurtemburg. A new Official Envelope 
has been issued.

0 E . iop. blue on wmk , size 758 x  178mm.
Guatemala. According to the A .J .P .  on some of the 

sheets of 5c. surcharged 1895 Ic. the fourth 
row of stamps from the left shows the date 
: i8 9 4 .’

The same paper notes a fresh surcharge the >jc. 
being surcharged * 1898 ’—‘ 1 (6) ’—‘ centavo(s).’ 
It was said that 100,000 of each were surcharged. 

189  ̂ ic. on 5c. error ' 1894 ' 
tc. in red on sc. purple. 
te- .. 5<=-

Italy. Rrilrea. The current 10c. of Italy has been 
surcharged for use here* 

ioc. black and carmine.
Liberia. The current stamps have been surcharged

‘ O .S,’
Off. ic. blue on lilac,

2C. red on olive and black-
5c. blue on red-lilac.
10c. red on yellow and blue.
15c. ,, grey black.
zoo black and red.
a$c. red on green.
30, ,, blue.
50c. b'ueon red-nrown and black,

Mexico. With the new watermark (Eagle and R.M.) 
we have the 

ic green.
?c. carmine-red.
15c. greenish-l'Jue.

Norway. Th c / . f i . J .  notesthe following as having been 
issued in the current type. 

i O. brownish-grey.
25b lilac,

P eru . According to the Revue the 5c. Fiscal of 1897
1898, has been surcharged ‘ U N ’ CENTAVO,’ 
and the Postage Duestamp of ic. has received the 
surcharge ‘ D E F IC IT ’ thus completing the set.

P .F . ic, in black on 5c. pale blue.
P.D . ic black and brown.

P o rtu g a l. Four new values h a y  been issued here of 
the values of 65, 115, 130, and i8or., all of the 
eurrent type.

6sr black and steel blue, 
i i jr ,  black and salmon.
*oyr h'ack and bistre on cream 
i8or. black and lilac.

Colonies. M. Netlo has informed us that a 
new set has been prepared and were to he issued 
on July rst for the following colonies,

CAPE VERDE.
GUINE.
MACAO.
TIM OR.

and on August 1st the other colonies will receive 
the set. We have seen the Mozambique set 
(with surcharge Nyassa), and the design and 
colours are the same as the current Funchal the 
values being 2 5 , 10. <5. z°> 2S* 5°> 75. 8o> 
100, 150, 200, 30or. The name and figures of 
value being in black.

Nyassa. This company has received per
mission to issue stamps. The Mozambique set 
has been surcharged ‘ nyassa’ in small capitals 
in black. Various Journals chronicle and illus
trate the current set as having been surcharged.

5r. black on yellow.
• lor. 11 lilac.
>5*-. IS brown.
aor. violet.
25r» green.
5or* „ blue.
75r. „ rose.
Bor. tt yellow-green

loor. tt brown on yellow.
»3 ». ,, carmine on rose.
2oor. it blue on blue.
3oor blue on salmon.

M . N e t io  sen d s us a  set to  b e  issued  on
A u gu st 1s t  w ilh  the s im e  su rc h a rg e  o n  th e n ew  
set o f  M o z am b iq u e  (ty p e  o f  cu rren t F u n ch a l) .

zXd. black and grey.
5r- orange.

1 or. ,, green.
*5r- t» brown.
2or. It violet.
2sr. It blue-green.
;or. blue-
75f. it carmine.
Bor. t* lilac.

loor. blue on blue.
i5or. It brown on yellow.
200 r. It reddish purple on pale rose.
30or.

Roumania.
blue on rose.

T h e  fo llo w in g  P o stag e_  _  D u e  stam p s
h a v e  a p p eared  w ith  th e cu rren t w a te rm a rk  
( P  R ) ,  p erfo rated  1 3 .

P.D. ah. emerald. '
bob. ,,

S p a i n  / ’orto Rico. A c c o rd in g  to  the Collectionneur
th e fo llo w in g  sta m p s h av e  b een  h an d sta m p ed  
‘  I M I ’ U E S T O  ’— ‘  D E  G U E R R A ’ in  b la ck . 
T h e  London Philatelist g iv e s  th e su rch arg e  as  
v io let o n  the 2c . red -b ro w n  o f  18 9 6  an d 5 c . 
g reen  o f  18 9 1 - 3 .  I t  is sa id  th at a  sp ec ia l issue 
w ill sh o rt ly  be m ad e w h ich  w ill su p ersed e  th e 
su rch arged  stam ps.

tc. deep violet (1890), surcharge in black or violet, 
ac red-brown (189b) „  ,,
SC, Breen (1891-3) „  „

U n it e d  S t a t e s .  T h e  T ran s-M iss iss ip p i o r O m ah a  
stam p s h av e  Ireen issu ed . T h e  e n g ra v in g  is  n o t 
so fin e  a s  th e C o lu m b ia n  set to  w h ich  th e y  a re  
s im ila r  in size. T h e y  a re  w a term ark ed  U . S . P .S .  
s id e w a y s  an d  a re  perfo rated  12 .

■ c. yellow-green, Marquette on the Mississippi.
Farming in the West.
Indian banting Buffalo,
Fremont on the Rocky Mountains. 
Troops guarding Train.
Hardships of Emigration.
Western Mining Prospector.

ac. red,
4C- orange,
SC dark blue,
8c. violet-brown, 

10c. grey-violet, 
50c. sage-green. 

1$  black, Western Cattle in Storm.
a?, orange-brown, Mississippi River Bridge.

E R R O R S  A N D  M I N O R  V A R I E T I E S .

Fiji. T h e  p erfo ratio n s h ere , n ow  m easu re 1 0 ,  1 1 ,  o r 
11 x 10.

H o n g  K o n g .  T h e  C h in e se  su rc h a rg e  o f  th e  20c. on  
30 c . n o w  m easu res 3m m . O r ig in a lly  the s u r 
ch arg e  m easured 2 m m ., th en  w a s  in crea sed  to 
2j4mm.

India. T h e  M .f  n otes a  c o p y  o f  ih e  j £ a .  w ith  a 
d o u b le  su rch arged  o f ‘ O n H . M . S . ’  T h e  sheet 
w as su rch arged  so  th at th e su rc h a rg e  fe ll on tw o  
sta m p s in th e first p la c e  a n d  w a s  th en  put u n d er 
th e m ach in e  ag a in  to  re ce iv e  th e  su rch a rg e  
p ro p e r ly ..

N e w  S o u t h  W a l e $ .  T h is  c o u n try  h as in d u lg ed  in 
th e e x tra v a g a n c e  o f  a  n e w  p erfo ra tin g  m ach in e 
w ith  a  p erfo ratio n  m e a su rin g  1 2  x  I I J 4- S o m e  
o f  th e p rin tin g s th at h a v e  ta k e n  p la c e  sh o w  n ew  
sh a d e s  n o ta b ly  th e J j|d . an d 6d . (red ).

Austria- Hungary. T h e  sh ad e s o f  so m e o f  th e 
stam ps h a v e  been  ch a n g e d  in th e la st  p rin tin g .
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Belgium. The T.P. notes a copy of the 5c. lilac on 
huff Post Card of 1877 (second and third lines 
measuring 102mm.) without the word
‘ CENTIMES’ below the figure' 5.’

Chili. The A.J.P. gives the plan of the sheet of the 
Postage Due Stamps that contained the value 
100c. The sheet consisted of too stamps in ten 
rows of 10.
Row I consisted of ic. stamps.

2 & 3 
4& 5 
6 *  

7
8& 9

2 C.
4c.
6c.
8c.

10c.
20, 20, 20, 20, 40, 40, 50, 60, 80, IOOC.

Denmark. keland. The perforation I2j£ is begin
ning to be found on the current stamps. The 
following have been seen 3, 6, 10, 20a. and 
official 3a.

IVest Indies. The Sc. has been seen with the 
new perforation.

Ecuador The A.J.P. chronicles some sheets of the 
1892 5s. received from Mr. beebeck printed in 
green instead of purple. This then is an un
used error.

Egypt. Soudan. The M.J. notes the find of a sheet 
of 60 of the im. with the surcharge inverted. 
There are two types of the surcharge, the third 
character from the left being shaped like a 
lozenge instead of like a comma. The lozenge 
shaped variety occurs in the bottom row of the 
pane; There is also a variety in the Postage 
Due 3m. on 2 pi. Over the third character from 
the left there are two dots, the inscription com
mencing * el ghirsh’—* the piastre.’ In the error 
there is only one dot, making it read ‘ el farsh ’ 
—‘ the bed.’

Greece. The Post Card of 10I. now comes in new 
shades namely deep blue, and indigo t>oth on 
brownish card.

Italy. The current Postage Due stamp of 10I. has been 
found by M. Diena with the carmine figures of 
value inverted.

Nicaragua. The A .f.P . notes the official 10c. of 
1893 with surcharge inverted. 1

Salvador. The same notes the 23c. and ip. of 1S90 
imperforate vertically.

Servia. The M.J. notes vertical halves of the 4op. of 
1866 and 1869 apparently used as 2op. stamps.

Spain. Cuba. M. Bernichon has discovered a copy 
of the 1883 20c. brown, surcharge. Type 4 
with the value reading ‘ 2 ’ instead of ‘ 20.’

* Unuse.l. t  On Original.

The following have held sales since last report :— 
Messrs. Ventom , ISo u ., it Cooper , 112th sale, 

May 26th and 27th.
Messrs. Puttick & S impson, June 7th.

,, Ventom, Bi.u.t., & Cooper, 113th sale, June 
16th.

Mr. Hadlow, 131st sale, June 20th.
Messrs. Pl.OMRlOC.E & Cx, 3th sale, June 23rd.

,, Bom. & Co., 51st sale. June 30th.
,, CftEVEl.EY & Co., 132nd sale, July 4th.

I M P O R T A N T .

All Publishers are requested to forward one exchange copy to the Editor, 
GEO. 3 3 . DU ER ST, 2 2 , At h o l  R oad , Alex a n d r a  P a r k , M a n c h e s t e r , and 
another exchange copy to the Publisher, W ILLIAM  BROWN, S a l isb u r y , 
E n g l a n d .

All who do so will receive two copies of this Journal in Exchange.
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(pflifafefg af $)omt*
The London Philatelist—London.

GREAT BRITAIN.
The following letter by no less an authority 

than \V. A. S. YVcstoby im the status of :!ic 
Railway Letter Fee Stamps we recommend to 
our readers. The wrriter takes practically the 
same view as we did some few months ago.

As you have done me the honour of referring 
to my opinion with regard to the status of the 
Railway Letter-Fee Stamps, would you kindly 
allow me to state briefly the grounds on which 
my opinion is based? as, of course, it is utterly 
valueless unless it rests on some solid founda
tion.

Early in the year 1890 the Postmaster-General, 
Mr. Cecil Raikes, arranged with the principal 
railway companies the general bases of the 
terms for the conveyance of single letters by 
their lines, by which the companies and the 
senders might legally make use of this means 
of conveyance without both being exposed to 
the penalties imposed by the Post Office Acts 
of 1 Viet. cc. 33 and 36. The general terms 
were that such a letter was to be conveved for 
3d., of which id. should be the share of the 
Post Office, and 2d. that of the railway company. 
To carry out this service it was first of all 
intended to make use of a special stamp of 3d., 
and the Postmaster-General requested that a 
design should be prepared, which wa* furnished 
by Messrs. De La Rue & Co. early in 1890, and 
bore the inscription, “ Postage and Railway 
Service.” It will at once be seen that the use 
of such a stamp would entail an enormous 
amount of book-keeping between the Post Office 
and the various railway companies quite out 
of proportion to the service. A simpler mode 
was therefore devised, due, it is said, to the 
Clearing House, which settles the amounts pay
able to the railway companies for the transmis
sion of the ordinary mails. Wc know what this 
mode was, and we also know that the .service 
is not confined to the railway that issues the 
stamp, but the letter will travel over the line 
of any other company that has agreed to the

term s; that is—taking the example given by 
the Post Office—supposing a letter to be sent 
by train from Birmingham to Barrow-in-Fur
ness, it would travel along the London and 
Norm western Railway till it arrived at Carn- 
forth, when it would be transferred to the 
Furness Railwray.

Now the Post Office declares that such railway 
letters as bear the Po>t Office stamp of id., and 
the railwav stamp of ad., both duly obliterated 
by an official of the company, “will be deemed 
to be in all respects letters sent bv po-t. 1 he 
railway company in carrying such letters will 
act and be deemed to act solely as agent, and at 
the sole ri>k and responsibilty of the Postma'-tcr- 
Genernl." Can anything be a plainer announce
ment than this, that, though the letter is in the 
hands of the railwav company, it is under the 
care of the Post Oince, which holds itself re
sponsible for its conveyance and delivery as noti
fied on the address?

Some assert that the stamp of 2d. is no better 
than a railway ticket; others, that the Post 
Office stamp of id. appears only to come into 
use if the letter is put into the Po t Office letter
box on its arrival. You never justly consider 
that the stamp represents a fee for an accelerated 
service. Does not a great deal of the misap
prehension regarding these stamps lie in the 
question whether the service is a railway or a 
Post Office one ? The Post Office in its official 
Guide says that it is a Post Office one, for which 
.he Postmaster-General assumes all the risk 
and responsibility, provided that the sender does 
his part, which is to hand the letter to the rail
way company clothed with a postage stamp of 
id. and pay 2d. in cash. The company then 
becomes the agent of the Post Office, which it 
evidences by affixing its own stamp and cancel
ling both, the railway stamp indicating that the 
2d. has been received.

And now as to the status of the stamp. This 
is a nuestion for Philatelists to determine, and 
I will simply state my own view of it. Accord
ing to strict definition, the stamp is not a post
age stamp, as it possesses no inherent franking 
power. This power is only imparted to it when 
used in conjuncion with a Post Office stamp of 
id. It is therefore in an anomalous position, 
being neither a postage stamp nor. a railway
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stamn. but is part of the machinery by which 
the Post Office carries out a special service. 
Had the Post Office itself supplied the railways 
witn stamps of 2d., made something like those 
from the misappropriated dies, and overprinted 
them with the name of each company, it would 
not, in my opinion, have altered the case at 
all, though it might have done so in the eyes of 
some. But it did not do s o ; it left each com
pany free, only prescribing what the general 
features of the stamp should be. As to the 
stamp being called a “Fee," everything in excess 
of tne actual postage is, in Post Office language, 
called a fee. Thus the extra 2d. on a registered 
letter is called a fee, as also are the extra stamps 
on late letters, and those posted in the trains. I 
am not in any way advocating the collection of 
these stam ps; this is a matter which must be 
left to individual taste ; but I confess I should 
prefer collecting stamps whose legitimacy is 
unquestionable, and whose use is not only re
cognised but enjoined by ,the Post Office, to 
illegitimates like some products of the hurry- 
scurry of 1881-82 that one occasionally finds in 
collections that appear to aim only at quantity.

Monthly Circular.—London.
GREAT BRITAIN.

Messrs. Alfred Smith and Son in their Circu
lar this month have a very sensible article, which 
we reproduce in full, because the subject matter 
is one which will interest all lovers or the stamps 
of our country. Whatever country it may hap
pen to be the history of its postage stamps is 
never complete without that of its postal station
ery, more particularly its stamped covers or 
envelopes, if it has ever made use of them. The 
earliest ideas of prepayment of postage were by 
means of covers, for envelopes are a more 
modern invention, and yet if we look into collec
tions, envelopes appear to hold a very secondary 
place, or, we should say, scarcely any place at 
all, and to be well-nigh ignored. We thereto' e 
are always glad to welcome any one who w.ll 
break through the trammels of fashion and 
devote some study to them, and this must be our 
excuse for indulging in a few remarks on some 
recent investigations.

About three months ago, Mr. Ewen in his 
Weekly Circular published eleven cuts of the 
chignons and curls of various designs th a t" 

appear on the head of Her Majesty in the 
embossed stamps. The collection somewhat 
resembled the pictures of different styles of 
coiffure that are to be seen in a fashion maga
zine, and are simply due to the taste of the 
engraver, and not, as in the Spanish stamps, 
to the caprice of the great lady represented on 
them. So far as these differences relate to the 
stamps on the registration envelopes they have 
formed the basis of a paper by Mr. O. Firth, 
which has appeared in the London Philatelic 
for April and May last. In this paper the 
differences are classified with a considerab'e 
amount of patient investigation, and have been 
carried as far a  ̂ it appears to be possible, for

embossed stamps always present greater diffi
culties in minor details than those printed from 
plates. The slightest difference in the thick
ness of the ink, oy of the pressure of the inking 
rollers on the face of the die will make one 
stamp differ from another as much as one star 
differs from another. One kind of paper will 
give a better and clearer relief than another, 
but after all it is impossible to trace in a stamp 
embossed on paper such minute varieties as are 
readily seen on one printed from a plate. We 
say this because, while we admit the differences 
to exist, as described by Mr. Firth, we think it 
by no means impossible that others exist, though 
not in a degree so marked as to be visible.

1 he question therefore is, how are these 
differences to be accounted for 1 Some of the 
minor ones are doubtless due to the embossing 
die itself, for it must be recollected that any 
indentation in it would produce a white speck in 
impression. But this will not account for the 
principal differences, and a solution must be 
sought independently of the particular die and 
the printing.

What is the die as applied to the embossing 
of stamps and how is it made? Major Evans 
in his admirable little book on “ Stamps and 
Stamp Collecting,” gives us a very elaborate 
account as to how the plates for the adhesive 
stamps of id. and 2d. were originally made, 
but not one word as to how the dies for the 
embossed stamps of id. and 2d. were constructed 
and yet the same head exists on both of these, 
as also on the adhesives of 6d., iod. and is., 
issued prior to the surface printed stamps of 
similar values. They all show one common 
origin. We know that the head was the work of 
the late William Wyon, R.A., engraver to the 
Mint. William Wyon died in 1851, and the only 
information that we were able to obtain some 
years after, as to the construction of the dies for 
the id. and 2d. envelopes, was from his son, 
the late Leonard «»yon, and we had then also 
before us a collection of many beautiful trials 
struck in 1840, prior to the decision being 
finally made as to the surrounding oval band, 
and manv of these before the curl was added.

Our facts are, therefore, far less complete 
than we should wish, and if we fall into error 
we must ask the indulgence of our readers, 
for we are not mechanicians, and shall 'only be 
too grateful for any correction of what we will 
now attempt to describe.

For the striking of an ordinary medal, one 
die generally suffices, as, unless it split', it is 
capable ;of giving many impressions. It is 

simply made by digging out the design on a 
block of softened steel until it has the depth 
of relief that is to ibe given to the impression. 
It is, in fact, the same as engraving a seal, and 
this die, when it is (Completed and hardened, 
forms the striking die. But a more complex 
process is necesary when more than one striking 
die is required, in which each impression should 
be a fac simile of the original, and this process 

is still more complicated when one portion 
of the die is to form part of another die, as was



Ju ly  ij, [*9*. Review of Reviews 159

the case in the id. and 2d. of 1841, where the 
greater part of the stamp was the same in both 
dies, the curl being almost the same but the 
framing was different. For this purpose the 
constant part, that is, the head without the 
curl under the chignon, was first engraved 
separately on a block of softened steel, and this, 
when hardened, constituted the “ matrix ” or 
mother die. To avoid repetition, we may 
observe that each of the processes is on softened 
steel, which is hardened prior to the next pro
cess. From the matrix, when hardened, an 
impression was taken as in a coining press on 
another block of steel, which formed what was 
called the punch, or, as it is sometimes termed 
the “ patrix.” A third block of steel was then 
brought into requisition, and an impression 
made on it from the punch. This was then 
given over to the engraver, who after the border 
had been added by the engine-turning lathe, 
engraved by hand the curl on the chignon and 
the lettering in the border. 1 he original engrav
ing of the head, the addition of the curl and 
the lines of the frame with the lettering, were 
therefore he only handwork, the rest being 
mechanical work. The die was now complete, 
but as many working dies in the case of the id. 
would be required, this completed die was not 
used as a working die, but as a matrix for pro
ducing a punch, including the entire design, 
and from this latter punch all the working dies 
were made mechanically up to 1864, when 139 
appear to have been made, though only about 
70 were actually employed, a large number hav
ing been unfit for use, many probably by reason 
of the damp state at that period of the base
ment of the stamping offices, where the work 
was carried on. In 1864 a new secondary “ ma
trix ” was made by Messrs. De La Rue and Co. 
The original punch was used for the head, but 
all the rest was new work ; the curl was altered 
and the frame re-made and filled with engine 
turned work, very much inferior to that in the 
first irame, which was the work of Mr. Deacon, 
a very clever workman in the employ of Whit
ing and Co. Another matrix die appears to 
have been constructed since, but we need not 
go into that.

For the 2d. Wyon’s head was used as the punch, 
and as only two working dies were made prior 
to 1864, one in 1841 and the other in 1842, it is 
doubtful whether a punch of the entire design 
was made. It was known in 1841 that the 
demand would be very small, for though it had 
been anticipated in 1840 that the demand for 
adhesives of 2d. would be ten per cent., yet it 
proved in 1841 to be about 3 per cent. Two 
dies were only made by Wvon, one only of 
which, die 1, was subsequently pierced for date 
plugs and used for envelopes after 1855, so far 
as we have been able to verify. Dies 3, 4 and 5 
were made by De La Rue and Co. in 1864, and 
no further ones were made till 18S3, at which 
date we find 3 and 5 were then in use at Somer
set House.

Wyon’s die No. 1 and De La Rue’s 3, 4 and 
5 were employed with a registration collar for

the provisional issue of Registration Envelopes 
made in January, 1878. '1 he first dies for the
definitive issue were delivered in March, 1878, 
in a batch of six, numbered 1 to 6. Another 
batch, 7 to to, was delivered in October 1882; 
another of 11 to 14 in December, 1883, another 
of 15 to 18 in May,/1886; another of 19 to 24 
in January 1888, and another of 25 to 30 m 1890. 
This latter was the last of the type of 1878, a 
batch of twelve numbered 37 to 48, of the type 
of 1893, being delivered in that year. Nos. 31 
to 36, though constructed, were never made use 
of, nor delivered to the contractors. Mr. Firth 
must therefore, be in error when he thinks he 
was changed and the stamping was transferred 
has seen dies 32 to 34.

We have always understood that all the enve
lopes were stamped at Somerset House until 
about March, 1881. After that date, the mode 
of cutting the blanks and folding the envelopes 
to the factory of the contractors, for which pur
pose die 5 with a set of date plugs was handed 
to the Officer of the Department in charge of 
the factory. This change first itppearecT in 
Size F with the penalty clause, and there is a 
very visible difference in the way in which the 
stamping was executed, attributable, doubtless, 
to want of skill in the workmen of the factory.

But now let us see what relation these facts 
bear to what Mr. Firth says is found on the im
pressions.

Die t (Wyon’s die) has the frame line rather 
narrower and the impression is speckly. The 
latter may be expected after 36 years use.

Dies 3, 4 and 5 were De La Rue’s dies ; there 
does nut appear to be any particular distinctive 
marks between them, but it is said that 5 showed 
some small defects which, however, could not 
have been very material, as the die was in use 
for other purposes in 1883, until die 6 was 
brought into use.

And now as to the registration stamp of 1878.
Dies 1 to 0  were registered in one batch, 

12.3. 78. Dies 1 and 2 were in concurrent use 
at Somerset House, as also dies 3 and 4. Of 
course, this may be accidentally varied; but, 
generally speaking, it was so. Die 5 was handed 
to the officer in charge at the contractors, and 
die 6 also, but this latter die is not known, ex
cept with florets in place of dates. Dies 1 to 
0 have a characteristic curl on the chignon dis
tinguishing them from the next batch.

It is said that though specimens are found 
bearing no legible numbers, yet none have been 
found of dies 7, 8, 9, and to. It may be ob
served that the 1st batch of 6 dies lasted 4% 
years, the 2nd batch of 4 lasted 14 months, the 
3rd batch of 4 lasted 28 months, the 4th batch 
of 4 20 months. It looks very like as if 7, 8, 9, 
and to were not all made use of and were pro
bably withdrawn because they were not num
bered, for though the dies seem in the hands 
of the contractors to have been knocked to 
pieces much more rapidly than at Somerset 
House, yet this period is an abnormal one. 
Dies it to 14 have a characteristic curl, as also
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dies 15 to 24, which resembles that on the un
numbered dies. Dies 30 and 31 appear not to 
have been used, as the stamp was superseded 
in July, 1893, by one of a new type, commenc
ing with a batch of 12, numbered 37 to 48.

What we wish to show from this is, that p 
punch of the complete die of 1878 was never 
made. The curl in every case was added by 
hand on the working 'dies ; no two are therefore 
exactly alike to a hair, there may be fifty in one 
and fifty-one in another; and it is probable 
that where the hand work was done by the same 
engraver and at the same time, the curls in the 
batch do hot vary in any appreciable degree. 
As for specks, blots, and freckles, they are due 
to the printing, wherever they are not constant, 
and all can see how very inferior this part of 
the work is to that done at Somerset House cr 
by De La Rue and Co., though 17 years’ experi
ence of embossing by the contractors has not 
been quite thrown away, for there has been 
gradual improvement.

We fear that -wc have wearied our readers, 
but we were anxious to show that there was a 
natural mode of accounting for the varieties 
that have been found, and which, we believe, 
to have been the true cause. At any rate, it 
may have done for them what it has done for 
ourselves, furnished up our ideas as to the my
steries of die sinking.

It is working also very much in the dark with 
the undated dies. Postmarked envelopes are 
of no use, for wc recently purchased envelopes 
at a post office which from the inscriptions we 
know were at least 10 years old, and we know 
of some purchased at a po t office in a town 
of some 2,500 inhabitants which were 20 years 
old.

It may not be out of place to refer to one more 
point. The original punch for the head only of 
the Queen, admitted not only of the dies for 
the id. and 2d. and the Registration Envelopes 
bearing the same head, but also all the other 
embossing dies have been constructed for the 
6d., iod., ish., etc. So that the same head 
has been common to all, though the details of 
the curl and frame vary in each.

The question of the various curls does not 
appear to us to be in any way exhausted. Take 
for example the dies of 2^d . at present in use. 
i nose of Somerset House have a curl differing 
from those of Bunhill Row, and this may also 
be the case with those of the halfpenny. After 
all we are very much inclined to regard the 
whole question as cut bono, except to the specia
list of the first water.

(pfKfafefg in f0e
The Tost Offitc.—New York.

UNITED STATES.
The following official notices regarding the 

Armv Postal Service, or as we should call it the 
Field Post Service will no doubt interest those 
of our readers who collect obliterations.

In the last number of the Post Office we pub
lished a clinping from a daily paper in regard 
to the establishment of Postal Service for the 
accommodation of the army Avhen it invades 
Cuba.

This month we are enabled-to add several 
items to the history of the Army Postal Service 
—the first is an order from the Postmaster Gene
ral in regard to the mail matter for United States 
soldiers and sailors in the Philippine Islands; 
the second contains regulations for letters from 
soldiers, sailors and marines in service; the 
third refers to letters of prisoners of w ar; and 
the fourth to facilities at army camps.

1. Mail for Philippines.
The sending of troops to the Philippines has 

necessitated a speci ■! order from the Postmaster- 
General, providing for the exchange of mail 
between the soldiers stutiuned there and their 
friends in the United States. By the order of 
the Department, issued on April "26, no mail is 
allowed to be sent to Spain or any of her colo
nies. This order would stop all mail intended 
for United States soldiers and sailors in Spanish 
colonies. The following order was sent out by 
Postmaster-General Smith on May 24.

‘‘In view of the existing hostilities between the 
United States and , Spain, which necessitates 
the presence of the United States forces in 
active service at and near the Philippine Is
lands, and of the fact that postal communica
tion with the said islands as one of the Spanish 
colonies is prohibited by order of April 26,

“It is hereby ordered that articles of mail 
matter for or from persons connected with said 
United States forces shall be subject to the 
postage rates and conditions applicable to simi
lar articles in the domestic mails of the United 
States.

“The articles shall be sent to the command
ants of the forces bv everv opportunity offered 
by the sailing of a United States vessel for said 
forces. The sailing dates of the vessels cannot 
be announced in advance, and the articles 
should therefore be forwarded promptly to San 
Francisco in order that they may be dispatched 
thence to their destination at the first opportu
nity.

“Charles Emory Smith,
“Postmaster-General."

2.—Military Rules for Mails, 
l he regulation in regard to the mail from _ 

forces in the field is authorized by an act of 
Congress passed in 1879 and is as follows: 

“Letters written by officers, commissioned or 
non-commissioned, and privates in the military, 
naval or marine service of the United States, 
to be transmitted unpaid, must be plainly 
marked ‘Soldier’s Letter,’ ‘Sailor’s Letter,’ or 
—urine’s Letter,” as the case may be, and signed 
thereunder with his name and official designa
tion by a field or staff officer, post or detach
ment commander to whose command the sol
dier belongs, or by a Surgeon or Chaplain at a 
hospital where he may be, and in the navy and 
marine service by the officer in command of 
the vessel or Surgeon on board, or officer com-



July 15, 189S. Review of Reviews. 1 6 1

munding naval hospital or detachment on shore. 
Letters so certified will be forwarded charged 
with postage due at single rates only, to be 
collected on delivery.” '

This regulation is in line with a bill intro
duced by Representative I.ybrand of Ohio ex
tending franking privileges through the mails 
to officers and enlisted men of the United States 
forces.

The Post Office Department is deluged with 
letters from persons who wish to obtain appoint
ments in connection with 'the military Post 
Lrnice service at the different camps and head
quarters. By an understanding entered into 
between Postmaster-General Smith and First 
Assistant Postmaster-General Perry Heath, how
ever this service will be supervised entirely by 
the existing force of the Post Office Department, 
and the active work of collecting and distribu
ting mail matter to the forces in the field wi 1 
be managed bv the officers and enlisted men 
of the armv, without added expense to the 
Government. The routing work of establish
ing the different camp Post Offices will be di
rected bv the special agents of the rural free 
dcliverv service and the regular corps of Po-t 
Orticc inspectors ; the regimental Chaplains, as 
a rule, will be commissii ned Postmasters, the 
transportation of the mails to and from the dif
ferent camps w’ill be performed by the army 
ambulances, and the corporals and privates will 
act as mail superintendents and carriers re
spectively. It is Mr. Heath’s opinion that a 
verv efficient service in this way can be estab
lished without taking on additional employes. 
The public are a-ked to assist by carefully nam
ing com pan v and regiment in the addreses of 
the leters to the different camps.

The P ost Office Department renews its re- 
fiuest to aM persons addressing mail to officers 
or privates, or others in military camp-, through
out the country to plainly write upon the letter 
or vircel tht company, regiment, and State ; for 
example. “ lohnCoe. Co. D., tbth Illinois In
fantry, Falls Church, Va.”

At Camp Alger, which receives its mail from 
Falls Church, Va., there are a number rf regi
ments bearing the same numerical designation, 
and it is necessarv in addressing mail to a mem
ber of a regiment to have th? State name at
tached.

3.—War Prisoners’ Letters..
The offer of the Portuguese Red Cross Society 

to act as an intermediary for the transmission 
of correspondence between the prisoners of war 
captured bv this country and their families and 
friends has been accepted by the American 
National Red Cross Society. Notice to that 
effect has been sent by Clara Barton to the 
President of the P( rtugue-c society. The local 
socictv has offered to perform a like service on 
behalf of Spiin’s prisoners.

Mi-.s Barton sent a dozen letters to the Pnrtu- 
g tiC 'C  society for delivery on May 23. They 
were written by prisoners on the captured prizes 
wmch are now in Key West harbour.

4-—Postal Facilities at the Army Camps.
Washington, May 28.—Six additional postal 

clerks have been detailed to the camp at Chick- 
amauga, making twenty-two in all at that camp. 
'1 ne mail is delivered there three or four times 
a day, and as many as 25,000 letters have been 
delivered at one time. It is e-.timated that the 
Post Office Department service there is equal 
to that required for a community of 286,000 in 
other places.

1 hree additional clerks have been appointed 
to sen e at Camp Alger. It was found that con
siderable delay in the delivery of mails at camps 
resulted from ine stoppage of mail-wagons by 
guards. I hese conveyances being of different 
characters are not easily recognised as being in 
the service of the United States, and hereafter 
mail delivery w'agons of the regular type wiR 
be used for this purpose.

Another innovation on account of the soldiers 
is a postmark stamp for use in the field with 
moveable type, so that the names and locations 
of camps can be easily changed on it, as the 
troops move from place to place.

The American Journal of Philately.—New York.
UNITED STATES.

From the excellent article by John X. Luff 
on the stamps of the United States in the last 
number wc take the following description of 
the re-engraved stamps 1881-2 issue. Some of 
these have always presented great difficulties 
to collectors, and these, we hope, will be cleared 
away now ; as the description of the alterations 
of the plates is given in the usual lucid manner 
of the author.

Either because the dies had become w,.rn 
from long use or because it was thought desir
able to deepen the lines of the designs, that the 
wiping of the plates might be made easier and 
heavier impressions produced, the dies of the 
one, three, six and ten cents stamps were re
engraved. This re-engraving did not improve 
the appearance of the stamps. Their delicacy 
and clearness w'ere destroyed and the impres
sions from the re-cut designs are heavy, blurred 
and uneven. The re-engraved stamps may be 
distinguished by the following peculiarities :

One Cent. The vertical lines of the back
ground have been much deepened in the upper 
part of the stamp, so that in many impressions 
the background appears to be solid. Lines of 
shading have been added inside the arabesques 
in the upper corners. The fine shadings outside 
the arabesques and at the ends of tne upper 
label have been nearly obliterated by the re
cutting. Mr. Tiffany describes three varieties 
of this stamp, distinguished principally by the 
condition of the oval below the bust, as showing 
cither a light spot, a shadow or a background 
of uniform solidity. 1 nese varieties are not in 
anv wav clue to differences in engraving but to 
the amount of ink on the plate and, perhaps, 
in some small degree, to the condition of the 
plate as regards wear.

'I hree Cents. Vertical lines have been added 
to the background of the medallion, but they
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can only be seen on proofs or very clearly 
printed copies. The vertical lines of the shield 
have been deepened, making the shadows of the 
medallion appear by contrast only about one 
half as wide as before. At the bottom the hori
zontal lines of the background have been 
deepened, thus obliterating the fine vertical 
shadings below the ends of the ribbon bearing 
the value. About i mm. below the “ t s ” of 
“ CENTS" a short horizontal dash has been cut.

S'x Cents. The horizontal lines of the panel 
have bee.n recut, obscuring the shadings of the 
edges id of the oval and giving it a uniformly 
solid appearance. The vertical lines of the 
background have also been recut. There are 
now only three of these lines at each side of the 
panel, where formerly there were four.

Ten Cents. The lines of the medallion, the 
shield and the background have all been recut. 
In the medallion the diagonal hatching lines 
have disanneared. At the left side there were 
formerly five vertical lines between the medal
lion and the edge of the shield. There are now 
but four. The five vertical shadings below the 
ribbon bearing the value are nearly obliterated 
by the deepened horizontal lines of the back
ground. The re-engraved die was made from 
a transfer of the old National die and so has 
not the secret mark.

Mr. Tiffany says the re-engraved stamps be
gan to appear in November 1882. This date 
is much too late for at least three values. The 
VhUateHc Record reported the one cent in 
March 1882, the ten cents in June, and the 
six cents in November of that year. The 
change in the three cents was made earlier than 
in any of the other values but does not appear 
to have attracted the attention of any of the 
philatelic journals. It is stated on excellent 
authority that the three cents was recut in June 
1881, the one cent in July 1881, the ten cents 
in March 1882 and the six cents in May of that 
year, and that stamps from the new plates were 
issued to the public about one month later than 
the date named in each instance.

The paper, gum, size of plates, and location of 
the inscriptions and plate numbers are the same 
as in the issue of 1870,

Conft'nenfaf (Jjflifafefg.
Le Timbrologia Espafiola.—VaJ des Domingo.

SPAIN. ^
A continuation of the interesting article on 

the duration of the various issues of Spain ap
pears in the last number of the above journal, 
and as our first extract (see page no) seems to 
have been read with much pleasure we shall 
give the remainder more fully.
18 issue, t January, 1870—30 September, 1872, 

when all the 13 values were ordered to be 
withdrawn. It may be noted, however, that 
the 1, 2, and 4 milesimas were not issued until 
the 1 st of July, 1870, and this was the first 
issue bearing the inscription Comunicacione*. 

uj issue. Head of King Amadeus. 1 October,

1872 to 21 December, 1872, and 30 June, 187*. 
12 values.

20 issue. Figure of Hispania to left. 1 July,
1873 to 20 June, 1874. 10 values.

In this issue is included the %c. de peso 
value of 1872 for newspaper with mural crown 
instead of royal crown green.

2t issue. War Tax Stamps. 1 January-31 De
cember, 1874, withdrawn on that date by 
reason of extensive forgeries having passed 
through the post.

22 issue. Goddess of Justice. 10 values. The 
10c. was issued from 1 July to 1 October, 1874, 
and then withdrawn on account of forgeries 
being found. The other nine values were 
issued from the 1 July, 1874-31 July, 1875. 
This issue was intended for fiscal use in Porto 
Rico, but through stress of circumstances 
used at home.

23 issue. War Tax Stamps. 1 January, 1875
31 May, 1876.

24 issue. Coat of Arms. 1 value. 1 October,
1874- 31 July, 1875. This stamp was issued 
in place of the 10c. of the 22 issue, which had 
been forged so extensively.

25 issue. Alphonso XII. to values. 1 August
1875- 31 May, 1876.

26 issue. Alphonso XII. en face. 1 June, 1S76-
31 July, 1878. 9 values.

27 issue. War Tax Stamps. 5 values. 1 June,
1876- 31 August, 1877.

28 issue. Alphonso XII. to right. 1 July-31 
December, 1878.

29 issue. Alphonso XII. to left. 1 January-30 
September, 1879.

30 issue. Correos y Telegrafos. 1 October, 
1879-30 September, 1889.

In 1882 the 3 following values were added 
15, 30, and 75 centimos.

31 issue. Alphonso XIII. 13 values. Present 
issue.

Le Timbiophite.—Brussels.
BELGIUM.

Our contemporary announces that the Bel
gian Government has reprinted the following 
stamps:
1849 issue. No watermark, thin well finished 

paper, colours lighter.
10c. pale bistre 
20c. pale blue 

1S61 issue. Thin paper.
i c .  p a l e  y e l l o w i s h  g r e e n .  

i o c . b r o w n  v i o l e t
1865 issue. Thin well finished paper, well 

printed, imperf.
10c. grey .
30c. brown 
40c. bright rose 

1 fr. lilac
i 8 6 0  issue. Imperf, very similar to the original, 

but on thinner paper, 
ic. grey

Le Philatcliste franraise.— P a r i s .

MAURITIUS.
According to an article published in the above 

journal the 2c. on 13c. of Mauritius 1S87 issue
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has undoubtedly had the shortest official exist
ence of all stamps. At the beginning of July, 
1887, the supply of cents stamps was exhausted, 
and a number of sheets of 120 stamps of the 
current 13 cents value were sent to the printing 
works of the Commercial Gazette to be surcharged 
2 CENTS. This work, however, was so badly 
done that the official receiver at the Post Office 
stopped the surcharging as soon as the first 20 
sheets were delivered. About the same time the 
outlook of the port signalled the arrival of the 
mailboat from England, which brought a new 
supply of stamps, and it was thought that it 
would not be necessary to use the badly sur
charged stamps. Owing to the outbreak of 
sickness on board, however, the Sanitary Autho
rities decided to put the boat into quarantine 
for several hours.

This delay, however short, was the cause of 
the issue; the last 2 cents was sold, and as the 
public used this value very much for postage 
in the island, very soon demands for a supply 
were made. There was only one wav out of the 
difficulty : To sell the badly surcharged 13 cents.

These had already been ordered to be burned, 
but were now put upon the counters to be sold. 
It is said only 40 were sold to the public. The 
remainder, viz., 2,360 stamps were sold to 
dealers.

Thus this stamp was only current for 4 hours,- 
no doubt the ■-honest time for any stamp on 
record.

(ttof* on Ĵ eonfc Jggue of (gefgtan 
(postage JJfampe ffie (portrait of 

OKing feeopofb 33*
By Jules Bouvez.

In a former article, on the Belgian postage 
stamps of the first issue with the portrait of 
Kine Leopold II., we showed that these stamps, 
which were produced by wood engraving, were 
not at all satisfactory from an artistic point of 
view and that in the printing numerous errors 
had been made, most of which have been pointed 
out to philatelists. Other defects, arising prin
cipally from the method employed in the manu
facture, having been recognised as likely to 
facilitate frauds and counterfeiting, caused 
some concern to the postal administration, and 
it was decided to take some further steps to set 
matters right.

The Hon. Mr. Sainctelette, who was at this 
period Minister of the Railway, Postal and 
Telegraph services, appointed a commission 
composed of specialists who were to find means 
to bring the stamp much nearer perfection than 
hau previously been the case and to prevent 
all frauds which migh't be attempted witn post
age stamps.

Among the frauds which were perpetrated 
special mention must be made of the washing 
of stamps and the effacing of cancellations by 
means of chemicals. Frauds of this kind had

been observed, and, in spite of the instructions 
given on this subject by the postal administration 
to its staff, they were repeated in different 
parts of the country. These were pointed out 
to the judicial authorities, and various judg
ments were rendered by the police courts con
demning the delinquents to fines and short 
terms of imprisonment for having used postage 
stamps from which the marks, indicating that 
tney had already been used, had been remove^.

After long and serious deliberation, the com
mission appointed by Mr. Sainctelette proposed 
the substitution of steel engraving for the wood 
engraving which had been used since 1870, and 
recommended certain measures for the preven
tion of fraud. On these recommendations, the 
Minister requested his administration, about 
1881, to address itself to an English firm wuicn 
had made a speciality of this class of work, for 
the engraving on steel of the dies required for 
a whole series of postage stamps with portrait. 
On June ist, 1882, the engravings on steel were 
delivered which were to serve to make up the 
plates 01 stamps of the second type with the 
portrait of King Leopold II.

i nese stamps appeared in consequence of 
the royal and ministerial orders reproduced 
here:

“ Leopold II., King of the Belgians.
“To all present and to come, greeting.
“ Considering Art 40 of the law of May 30th, 

1879 authorising the government to issue post
age stamps,

"Considering our order of November 13th, 
1869, which created the type of postage stamps 
now in use ;

“On the proposal of our Minister of Public 
Works,

“We have ordered and do order:
“Art 1. A new type of postage stamp with 

our portrait is created for the values of 10 cen
times and over.

“Art 2. The values and colours of the post
age stamps of this type, as well as the date of 
their issue, will be decided on by our M.nister 
of Public Works.

“Art 3. The present postage stamps of to 
centimes and over will continue to be used until 
the existing supply is exhausted.

“Our Minister of Public Works is charged 
with the execution of the present order.

“Given at Brussels, August 29th, 1883.
“Leopold.

“By the King.
“ 1 he Minister of Public Works.

“ X. Olin."
“ The Minister of Public Works,
“ Considering the royal order of August 29th, 

1883, relating to the creation of a new type of 
postage stamps of the value of 10 centimes and 
over, :

“ Considering the royal order of November 
13th, 1869, which particularly authorized the 
Minister of Public Works to decide on the 
colours of the present postage stamps,
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'* Orders:
“ Art 1. The values and colours of the new 

postage stamps are determined as follows:
10 centimes, carmine, 50 centimes, violet,
20 centimes, bluish gray, 1 franc, lilac,
25 centimes, blue, 2 francs, brown.
“ Art 2. The following colours are adopted 

for the subsequent manufacture of the present 
postage stamps below the value of 10 centimes:

1 centime, olive green,
2 centimes, yellow,
5 centimes, green.

“Art. 3. The date of issue of the new or 
modified postage stamps mentioned above is 
fixed for January 1st next.

“The present postage stamps will continue 
to be sold concurrently with the above men
tioned stamps until the quantities in stock have 
been exhausted.

“Brussels, August 29th, 1883.
“X. O ltn.”

At the time these two orders appeared, new 
frauds were discovered in the use of postage 
stamps. The administration therefore gave 
strict injunctions to its staff to completely cover 
the label witn the impression of the date stamp, 
taking care not to make use of a single impres
sion to cancel two adjacent stamps. Reitera
tion was made, moreover, of the penalties laid 
down in articles 188 and 189 of the Belgian 
penal code for the counterfeiting and fraudulent 
re-employment of postal values, and tit was 
decided to advance the date of issue of the 
stamps of the new type.

These instructions were followed by a new 
ministerial order, thus:

“The Minister of Public Works,
“Considering our order of August 29th last, 

made in execution of Royal Order of the same 
date, providing for the creation of new postage 
stamps ;

“Orders:
“Contrary to our order aforesaid, the new 

stamps of the 10 and 20 centimes will be issued 
on October 20th instant, and those of the 25 
and 50 centimes on November 1st next.

“Brussels, October 3rd, 1883.
“X. OLIN.”

This last order was followed, on October 12th, 
1883, by administrative instructions, giving 
notice that the first distribution of the new post
age stamps Of to, 20, 25 an'd 50 centimes would 
be made, at first to the most important offices, 
and in proportion to the quantities manufac
tured. The subsequent supplies were com
posed in part of old stamps, until the quantities 
remaining in stock were exhausted, and it was 
recommended to use the latter in preference to 
the others, so that they might be got rid of the 
sooner. It was, moreover, recommended not 
to deliver the new stamps to the public unless 
they were asked for, and to see to it that no 
mistake arose on account of the simultaneous 
use of stamps of the same colour but of different 
values.

Even though the stamps of the second issue 
were perfect in their execution, they presented

a portrait which bore but a slight resemblance 
to his Majesty Leopold II. As. soon as the>e 
four values were issued, numerous criticisms 
appeared on this account, and the postal admin
istration, recognising the justice of the critici m, 
immediately took steps to remedy the defect. 
Orders were given at the factory to discontinue 
the manufacture of the new values, and three 
months later the following order appeared :

“ 1 he Minister of Public Works,
“Considering our order of August 29th last, 

made in execution of the Royal Order of the 
same date, providing for the creation of new 
postage stamps,

“Orders:
“Contrary to article 3 of our above mentioned 

order, the new postage sumps of 1 and afr. 
will be issued at a date to be determined on 
later.

“Brussels, December 31st, 1883.
, “X OLIN.”

As will be seen, the ifr. and 2fr. postage 
stamps were not issued. At the factory a cer
tain number of trial sheets, however, had been 
primed, but these were destroyed a short time 
alter the anpearuncc of the order of December 
31st, 1883.

As to the stamps of 10, 20, 25 and 50 cen
times, the manufacture of which also ceased on 
•December 31st, 1883, the quantities issued were 
employed until they were completclv exhausted. 
There were delivered to the offices from October 
20th, 1883, to April 1st, 1884:
10 centimes: 30,000 sheets, or 9,000,000 stam p.; 
20 u Looo ,, 300,coo ,,
2 5 11 5 i°°° o 1,500,coo ,,
5° . ,  4 °° ,, 120,000 ,,

These four values, perforated 14, having had 
an existence of only six dr seven months, arc 
pretty well sought after to-day. The entire 
supnlv having been made, so to speak, at one 
and the same time, these stamps show onlv 
one shade for each value. Moreover, no error 
in the impression has been discovered ; it is 
clear, as is always the case with dies engraved 
on steel. The only thing which has been dis
covered is the absence of perforation on three 
horizontal rows of a certain number of sheets of 
the 20c. blue, making an entire lack of per
foration in 15 stamps on each sheet. There 
should exist, therefore, below the horizontal 
line forming the base of the frame of the said 
stamp a white space 2 mm. wide not perforated. 
This detail is of great importance, for any 
stamp having the white imperforate space at 
the base less than this width must be considered 
as a- faked stamp.

W ithout being able to determine the number 
of sheets in which these errors occurred, it is 
safe to say that they are very rare. Thev mav 
still be discovered at the present time on stamps 
pasted on drafts as late as September, 1884, to 
represent the charge for collection.

With the exception of the points mentioned, 
the stamps described in this article present no 
special features.

From the American Journal of Philately.
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The 40, 50, and 75 centimes stamps of French 
Soudan (II issue 1894) are found on coloured 
paper.

Of the 5kr. 1861 issue of Austria (embossed 
head to right) a pair has been found imperfor
ate, This is a clear proof that one sheet at least 
must have been issued in this state. So far it 
had always been said, that such stamps, when 
found used as adhesives were cut envelope 
stamps.

Registration of book packets and samples in 
France is now to centimes.

The P.R. chronicles a 3c. New Foundland 
stamp on pink  paper. We are surprised our 
confrere publishing such stale news. Some 2 or 
3 years ago a steamer containing a box of these 
stamps was wrecked. Upon recovery of the

box the paper was found to have been changed 
to pink.

In the 3 pence beaver Canada 1855, it is to be 
found that the outer line forming the square is 
broken in the upper right hand corner and also 
the lower line in the left hand corner. The 1854 
also has the upper line in the right hand corner 
broken.

On July 1 st a special delivery stamps of to 
cents was issued in Canada.

Of the 1 sol. 1894 Peru, Bermudez, only 1000 
were printed.

Mr. Caiman has the 25c, and the one peso Sal
vador 1890 issue imperforate vertically.

The 5 sucre value of the 1892 issue of Ecuador 
has been found printed in green instead of 
purple.

On account of the constant fall in the value 
of the Spanish currency, it has been decided to 
issue the stamps of Gibraltar again with the 
value expressed in British currency.

The I.R.surcharge on the 1 and 2c. United 
States stamps exists inverted. Different founts 
also have been used, one 9 mm. and the other 
6)4 mm. high. '

The postage on letters from the United States 
to Cuba, Porto Rico, the Philippines and the 
Ladrones is at present 2 cents, the same as the 
inland rate.
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Red-tape as a rule is slow and tiresome read
ing, sometimes, however, it is even funnier than 
a comic paper. Lately the French postal autho
rities have excelled in this way. According to 
instructions lately issued to the employees it is 
forbidden to them

1. To read postcards.
2. To allow insulting or libellous postcards 

to pass through the Post.

Great discovery by the Timbrophile Poiteuin. 
No. 40, page 74, to be exact as to the place: 
C.A., the watermark on the British Colonials 
means “ Colossal Agency.” We should con
sider the writer “ Colossal asinine.”

When the first fleet of the United States army 
against Manila reached Honolulu about 15,000 
letters had been written by the soldiers during 
the trip. In a most generous way the Hawaiian 
government took hold of the letters and not only 
forwarded them free of charge, but affixed on 
every one a 5c or 10c foreign affair stamp. A 
very large quantity of these have reached San 
Francisco, the first expedition being mostly 
made up of California volunteers, but as soon 
as the letters of the Eastern regiments in the 
second, third and fourth fleet arrive, if this 
practice is upheld, these stamps will be distri
buted all over the United States, and without 
doubt will become very popular.

Corea has a domestic postal system, and the 
service gives satisfaction. While Corea has 
formerly entered the Postal Union, a foreign 
service has not yet been arranged, and the 
Japanese postal department still continues to 
serve Corea. The stamps are of four denomina
tions—5 poon equal to one halfpenny, green ; 
to poon equal one penny, blue ; 25 poon equal 
2^d ., brown; 50 poon equal 5d., purple. At 
present, there are no printed covers, postal 
cards, or other stamped postal paper. The 
stamps, which were printed in the United States, 
are all alike, except in colour and denomina
tion. The characters at the top are ancient 
Chinese, those at the bottom are Corean, and 
have the same meaning as the row at the top. 
The characters at the right are Corean, and 
give the denomination which is translated into 
English just below the centre. Those on the 
left are in Chinese, and mean the same as those 
on the right. The plum blossom ornaments 
each corner. This is the royal flower of the 
present Ye dynasty which has been in existence 
for 505 years. The national emblem in the 
centre is the ancient Chinese representation of 
the male and female elements of nature. The 
four characters at the corners of the centre 
piece are taken, according to the American 
Consul at Seoul, from whose report the above 
description is quoted, from “ the original alpha
bet of all languages and represent the four 
spirits that stand at the corners of the earth, and 
support it on their shoulders.” A set of three 
stamps costs ninepence. They can be cancelled 
at the post-office if desirpd.

Our friends in New Zealand, we are glad to 
see agree with the view we expressed a short 
time ago on the action of the Agent General 
of that Colony with regard to the saje of the 
pictorial issue in London. As regards plain 
speaking our colonial brethren beat us hollow 
and this is how one of their papers concludes 
after first printing our announcement in fu ll: 

This has the real ring of business about i t ; 
small profits and quick returns, an inducement 
of 2 per cent to bring tardy dealers up to the 
£5 mark, and the customary gag which invites 
a hesitating public to come quickly in order to 
avoid disappointment. But our Agent-General 
has but scratched the surface. We see in the 
step he has initiated possibilities almost infinite. 
His modest stamp depot may yet become a 
veritable palace of commerce. Why should he 
confine himself to stam ps; Why, for instance, 
should he not with equal success dispense tender 
forequarters of prime Canterbury mutton or 
boom the healing properties of our wonderful 
mineral waters 1 Rabbits, too, and kauri gum, 
wool, pelts, tallow, collections of ferns and 
photographs of scenery, butter, cheese, pumice, 
Maori curios, and New Zealand loans—all these 
things are open to the Hon. William Pember 
Reeves ; could any man desire a better stock- 
in-trade J There is, of course, the objection that 
such a centralisation of business might injure 
the ordinary colonist. That, however, is a 
trifle too paltry to be considered. The new 
Zealand Philatelists expected to profit by a 
little exchange business with Home dealers, but 
if we remember rightly they were prohibited by 
the Government from buying except in limited 
quantities, as it was desired to prevent the new 
issue of stamps, and especially the erroneously 
printed 2j^d, from falling into the hands of 
monopolists. Yet at the very time this prohibi
tion was in force here the representative of the 
colony in London was booming the sale for all 
it was worth and calmly advertising that “ sets 
will not be broken except when orders are for 
^5 and over,” and offering a discount to large 
purchasers! This is one of the things which 
sometimes makes the average New Zealander 
wonder “ where ’e are.”

$@tfafeftc fjteforp.

(Continued from page 149).
13. The said clerks are ordered, and it is 

enjoined upon them, as soon as couriers from 
foreign countries have arrived and they have 
ascertained their names, the reason of their jour
ney and the countries whence they come, to let 
the Grand Master of the Couriers know all par
ticulars, which he will transmit to His Majesty, 
whether he goes to the Court or takes other roads.

14. —And if it should be found, that the said 
couriers from foreign countries and others en
tering into or departing from' this country on 
by-ways or round-about roads or carrying let-
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ters or other matters, which are prejudicial to 
the King our Lord, the said clerks will deliver 
them to the Governors of the provinces or to 
their lieutenants during their absence, and the 
seized letters or parcels will be sent by the said 
clerks to the Grandmaster of the Couriers, who 
will deliver them to the King to await his will 
and pleasure.

15. And inasmuch as the work of the said 
Councillor Grandmaster of the Couriers of 
France is of great importance and requires care, 
trustworthiness, discretion and knowledge, and 
as by this office and work the various branches 
of the establishment, and the institution of the 
above must be well guarded, kept up and ob
served, and as this establishment will be of the 
greatest use to the service of the King it is neces
sary that only influential persons should hold 
this office.

The said Sovereign wills and decrees, that 
nobody be given the said office, who is not 
known as true, reticent, intelligent, and well 
versed to pick up in all parts, districts, king
doms, lands, and estates all the news that might 
bring him news and parcels, which come by 
embassies, letters or otherwise, which have any 
reference to the business of the King, and of 
the state : and who has to make of all such 
matters true accounts in writing to be put before 
His Majesty.

16. It is ordered and decreed, that whoever 
will be appointed to the said office will be counted 
amongst the Councillors and other officers and 
has to be always where the King may be and has 
to know everything what may concern the 
affairs of the said Sovereign, and serve in every 
way which may be necessary in the interest of 
the State.

17. It is ordered and decreed, that the said 
Grandmaster of the Couriers of France has full 
power to put and establish wherever it may be 
necessary master couriers, to dismiss them if 
they do not do their duty and to put in their 
places whoever may seem the right person to 
him, even before being vacant by death, resigna
tion or otherwise, he has the power to provide 
and instal others in their places and to make 
them swear the oath of fidelity.

18. It is ordered and decreed, that the said 
Grandmaster of the Couriers of France will re
ceive to keep up his position, after having sworn 
to loyally serve the King the sum of 800 livres 
parisis ; besides he will have all the ordinary 
emoluments as an officer of the household of the 
Sovereign.

Besides he will receive a pension of i,coo 
Hires by other letter-patents of the said Sove
reign, for his office, which will be assigned to 
him annually.

19. It is ordered and decreed, that all master 
couriers having been appointed by the Grand
master have as ordinary salary 50 livres tovrnnis 
and that all the clerks, whether they are near 
his person or in other places, receive too livres 
each for their keep, and both while they serve 
in their capacities will enjoy the same exemp

tions and privileges as the officers of his house
hold.

20. And in order that the master couriers 
have the means to keep themselves and their 
horses and that they can serve the King well, it 
is ordered and decreed, that those that have been 
sent by him or other persons with the passport 
and seal of the Grandmaster of the Couriers of 
France or his clerks pay for each horse, which 
they require, also for that of the guide conduct
ing them the sum of 10 sous for each 4 leagues 
with the exception of the Grandmaster of the 
Couriers, who will have his own horses and es
tablishment, and of the service of His Majesty. 
They will not take anything from his clerks, 
when they are on the business of the King, at 
least 3 or 4 times per year.

21 Concerning the parcels sent by or ad
dressed to the Sovereign the master couriers are 
held to take them in person without any delay 
whatever from one to another with the above 
mentioned way bill without taking any payment 
whatever; they will have to be content with the 
rights and the salaries, which have been given 
them.

It is ordered and decreed, that the above 
articles of the institution of the high office of 
Councillor Grandmaster of the Couriers of 
France and the other matters be always observed 
and guarded without being broken.

LOUIS.

EDINBURGH.
T he Scottish Philatelic Society.—The 

next monthly meeting will be held at 5, St. An
drew Square, on Monday, t2th of September, 
at 8 p.m.

In Section II. the June packet has returned 
to the Secretary, and sheets were sent back to 
the owners on 14th of July. Total net value of 
sheets sent in, £37 13s. I'/id. Sales ,£5 12s. 3d.

In Section I. (Exchange), the June packet was 
returned on 30th of July. Value /18 9s. 6)^d. ; 
sales £2 4s. The July packet was sent back to 
owners on 1st of August. Value /14  os. 3)4d.; 
stamps retained £2 2s. 4d.

Dr. Bucherer and Dr. John McLaren (Edin
burgh), and Messrs. R. E. Hobbs (Scarborough) 
and W. Brettschneioer (Melbourne) have been

lected as members.
For the Library copies of the “ Columbian 

hilatelist” and the “Rocky Mountain Stamp” 
avc been received from Mr. Dodge ; and Mr. 
:. S. Richardson has presented a copy of the 
Fiscal Philatelist.”

WILLIAM FISH,
L J r , « i  C  <"» r \  f  1

18, Montpelier Terrace.
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AUGUST 15 T H , 1898.

The utmost satisfaction is 
everywhere expressed at the 
result of the Postal Conference 
held last month in London. 
Mr. H. Heaton certainly de

serves all credit for his efforts in this matter and 
what was some years ago described as a L topian 
scheme is now practically assured. All are

Imperial
Penny

Postage.

unanimous that the agreement concluded on the 
13th of July, 1898, is a matter of world-wide 
interest.

The attitude of the Imperial Government re
garding this important subject was clearly de
fined by Mr. Chamberlain last year. In his 
opening speech at the Conference of Colonial 
Premiers he said : “ One of the very first things 
to bind together the sister nations is to have 
the readiest and the easiest possible communica
tion between their several units.” But to secure 
a universal penny post throughout the Empire 
demanded certain immediate sacrifices, even if 
in the long run the profit and loss account 
worked out all right, and, according to Mr. 
Chamberlain, Her Majesty’s Government was 
prepared to make all reasonable sacrifices. Thus 
the subject was allowed to simmer, and some 
time ago a Postal Conference under the presi
dency of the Duke of Norfolk was appointed, 
to see that there was no undue evaporation. 
The Conference has brought its labours 
to a close. Canada, supported by Cape Colony 
and Natal, moved the desirability of an Imperial 
Postage Rate of One Penny for *^oz. letters. 
Australia and New Zealand opposed the motion ; 
and then the Conference concluded that such 
parts of the Empire as desired a reduction to a 
penny should be left to make their own arrange
ments with the mother country. The result of 
this decision is that very soon penny postage 
per half ounce will be established between the 
United Kingdom, Canada, Newfoundland, the 
Cape Colony, Natal, and such of the Crown 
Colonies as may, after communication with and 
approval of Her Majesty’s Government be will
ing to adopt it. .

Australasia stands aloof from this arrange
ment. Not that it is hostile to it in principle ; 
but simply because it does not think it expedient 
to fall in with the scheme just yet. To do so 
would necessitate the lowering of the internal 
postal rate, and a consequent loss Oceania is 
not prepared to bear for the moment. The late 
drought in Australia makes this policy more or 
less imperative. New Zealand, it is true, has a 
large surplus, but then New Zealand is contem
plating an Old Age Pension scheme. Hence, 
Australasia will neither send nor receive penny 
letters. The position of India in this matter is 
as yet undefined, but it is understood the repre
sentative of the Indian Postal Service at the 
Conference was in favour of the penny postage, 
and no doubt in time India will fall in with the 
notion. There is reason to believe that our 
Colonial Office has been strongly disinclined 
to any differentiation in the matter, even for a 
time ; but the advocates of the scheme point out 
that while the mother country is making a large 
surplus out of postal revenue the general finan
cial pressure in Australia has been so great that 
the colonies have found it necessary to raise their 
own local rates. At the conference, however, 
the Agent’s General spoke strongly in favour of 
the general principle and in expectation that it 
might at no distant date come into general oper
ation. A great deal of the credit of the whole
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arrangement is considered to be due to the Hon. 
William Mulock, Postmaster-General of Canada 
who moved the resolution. It is now known, 
too, that the Government of the Cape of Good 
Hope, represented by Sir David Tennant, and 
that of Natal, represented by Sir W. Peace, sent 
imperative orders to their representatives to go 
through with the proposal of penny postage and 
not to attempt any compromises. This is the 
more note-worthy as they pay the mail subsidies 
both ways. The new rate is said to come into 
force on Christmas Day, this year.

To put the matter in a nutshell, the time is 
fast approaching when the British Empire will 
be one huge postal district with a penny letter 
rate.

Very little has been said of 
. The late about the New Collector, 

but we arc glad to notice, that 
New Collector, more and more our advice is 

taken with regard to the collec- 
ing of new issues and start with current stamps 
instead of running after old issues, which in too 
many cases will leave blanks in the collections, 
which perhaps may never be filled.

The present time has never been surpassed 
in this respect, new issues necessitated by 
changes or other postal requirements come out 
in such rapid succession, that even from a 
monetary point of view the profit on a moderate 
expenditure at current rates must be enormous. 
Our publishers have at present stocks of stamps, 
which only arrived when they were already out 
of issue at their respective offices. St. Lucia 
2d., New South Wales 2d., Cuba and Porto Rico, 
Canada, Guatemala, not to mention a host of 
others offer a fair field in this respect, and we 
can only advise our readers not to hesitate but 
to fill the spaces while there is time. The prices 
for such stamps are bound to go up and there
fore do not delay and buy at to-day’s prices.

Philatelic 
Exhibition at 

Paris, 1900.

Taking time by the forelock 
is very desirable, especially in 
matters that have to be con
sidered carefully, and in this 
we cannot but congratulate 
the French Philatelic Society, 

who have decided to hold a Grand Philatelic 
Exhibition at Paris in the year 1900, and have 
already appointed a committee to deal with the 
necessary preliminaries. Such names as Erard 
le Rov d'Etiolles, Albert Coyette, Jules Berni- 
chon/Lucien Gilis, and Dormoy d’Evenans lead 
us to believe, that no effort will be spared to 
make the exhibition a decided success, and 
having ample time at their disposal, we have no 
doubt that every detail, and from our own experi
ence we can say they are innumerable, will be 
settled and published in good time, so as to 
avoid any rush and disorder at the end. If an 
exhibition of any size is to be successful the 
prospectus should be at least twelve months be

fore the opening in'* the hands of collectors, so 
as to give all and everyone ample time to con
sider, whether to exhibit or not, and also to 
complete their exhibits. Especially the phila
telic press should be supplied with full details 
at an early date, as no collector of any standing 
is now without his philatelic journal.

GREAT BRITAIN, 
is. green.

Messrs. Stanley Gibbons Limited, lately pur
chased a large parcel of used old English stamps. 
Amongst these no less than too forged is. green 
1867 issue were found, and, strange to say, all 
of them were cancelled with the same date.

The points of difference between the genuine 
and the forged stamps are as follows:

First of all the forgeries are all without a 
watermark, whereas the genuine stamps from 
this plate (5) are 'always watermarked with a 
“ Spray of Rose.”

The chief differences to be noted a rc : —First, 
In the originals the square corners containing 
the letters are always sharp and clear ; in the 
forgery they have a rounded or blurred appear
ance in the angles. Second : In the lace work 
just after the “ E ” of “ POSTAGE” there is a 
foursided space formed by the lines of the lace 
work and its curved end ; this space in the for
gery is nearly twice as large as in the originals.

A careful comparison will show other small 
differences.

1 he examination of the forgeries has led us 
to suppose that the stamps were not copied m 
complete panes, as only certain vertical rows 
of letters are found.

We have no doubt that a very large fraud on 
the postal revenue took place in 1872. It would 
appear that the stamps have been copied by a 
photographic process, for every line in the origi
nal is to be found in the forgery, but it is in the 
minute details that the forgery fails to be an 
exact copy.

Once again the stamp fraternity has been 
proved to be the best detective agency at the 
command of the Inland Revenue Authorities.

From the Monthly Journal.
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#rof0er 3<maf0<m flag fo foot f0e 
W ar Q£tff.

THE NEW WAR REVENUE BILL.
To come into force 1st July, 1898.

Beer, lager beer, ale, porter and other fer
mented liquors, per 31 glls., $2.00.

Tobacco and snuff, $0.12.
Cigars weighing more than 3lbs per 1,000, per

1.000, $3.60.
Cigars weighing less than 3lbs per i ,ood, per

1.000, $1.00.
Cigarettes weighing more than 3lbs per 1,000, 

per 1,000, $3.60.
Cigarettes weighing less than 3lbs per 1,000, 

per 1,000, $1.50.
Tea, per lb, 10 cts.
Telegraphic messages, each, 1 ct.
Bonds, debentures, or certificates of indebted

ness issued after July 1st, 1898, by any associa
tion, company or corporation, per $100 or frac
tion, 5 cts.

All sales or agreements to sell, or memoranda 
of sales or deliveries or transfers of shares or 
certificates of stock in any association, company 
or corporation, per $100 or fraction, 5 cts.

Each sale, agreement of sale or agreement to 
sell any products ,or merchandise at any ex
change or board trade or other similar place, 
either for present or future delivery, per $ioo or 
fraction, 1 ct.

Bank check, draft, or certificate of deposit 
not drawing interest, or order for the payment 
of any sum of money drawn upon or issued by 
any bank, trust company or any person or per
sons, companies or corporations at sight or on 
demand, each, 2 cts.

Bill of exchange (inland), draft, certificate of 
deposit drawing interest or order for the payment 
of any sum of money, otherwise than at sight or 
on demand, or any promissory note except bank 
notes issued for circulation and for each re
newal or renewal of the same, per §100 or frac
tion, 2 cts.

This paragraph to apply also to original 
domestic money orders issued by the Govern
ment of the United States.

Bill of exchange (foreign) or letter of credit 
(including orders by telegraph or otherwise for 
the payment of money issued by express or other 
companies or any person or persons) drawn in 
but payable out of the United States, if drawn 
singly perfioo or fraction, 4 cents. ; if drawn in 
sets, each, per $100 or fraction, 2 cts.

Bills of lading for goods to be exported from 
a port or place in the United States to any 
foreign port or place, to cts.

Bills of lading, manifest or other evidence of 
receipt and forwarding for each shipment re
ceived for carriage and transportation, each t ct.

Each telephone message costing 15 cts or 
more, 1 ct.

For each bond to become bound or engaged 
as surety for the payment of any sum of money, 
or for the due execution or performance of the 
duties of any office or position and to account

for money received by virtue thereof, and all 
other bonds of any description, except such as 
may be required in legal proceedings, 50 cts.

Certmcates of profits, or any certificates or 
memorandum showing an interest in the pro
perty or accumulations of any association, com
pany or corporation, and on all transfers there
of, on each $100 or fraction, 2 cts.

For any certificate of damage or otherwise, 
and all other certificates or documents issued 
by any port warden, marine surveyor, 25 cts.

For all certificates required by law not other
wise specified in this Act, 10 cts.

Contract or agreement for the charter of any 
ship or vessel or steamer or any renewal thereof, 
not exceeding 300 tons registered, $3.00; ex
ceeding 300 and not 600 tons registered, $5.00; 
exceeding 600 tons, $10.00.

Broker’s note or memorandum of sale of any 
goods or merchandise, stocks, bonds, exchange, 
notes of hand, real estate or property of any 
kind or description issued by brokers or per
sons acting as such for each note or memoran
dum of sale, 10 cts.

Deed, instrument, or writing whereby any 
lands, tenements, or other realty sold shall be 
granted, assigned, transferred or otherwise con
veyed to, or vested in the purchaser or purchasers 
or any other person or persons, from $100—$503 
50 cts. ; for each additional $500 or fraction, 
50 cts.

Each entry of goods, wares or merchandise at 
any custom house either for consumption or 
warehousing, not exceeding $100, 25 cts. ; $100— 
$500, 50 cts. ; exceeding $500, fi.co.

Each entry for the withdrawal of any goods 
or merchandise from customs bonded ware
house 50 cts.

Life Insurance policies, per $103 or fraction, 
8  cts.

Insurance (marine, fire, lightning, casualty, 
fidelitv and guarantee) per $, lA  ct.

Lease, agreement, memorandum or contract 
for the hire, use or rent of any land, tenement, 
or portion thereof, if for a period not exceeding 
1 year, 25 cts. ; if for a period exceeding 1 year 
and not exceeding 3 years, 50 cts. ; if for a period 
exceeding 3 years, $1.00.

For each manifest for custom-house entry or 
clearance of the cargo of any ship, vessel or 
steamer for a foreign port, if the registered ton
nage does not exceed 300 tons, $1.00; from 3CO 
—600 tons, $3.00; exceeding 600 tons, $5.00.

Mortgage or pledge of lands, estate or property 
real or personal, heritable or moveable ; also 
any conveyance of any lands, estate or property 
in trust to be sold or otherwise converted into 
money which shall be intended only as security, 
exceeding $1,000 but not $1,500, 25 c ts .; every 
$500 in excess, 25 cts.

For any passage ticket by any vessel from a 
port in the United States to a foreign port, if 
costing not exceeding $30, $1.00; if costing 
from $30—$6o, $3,00 ; if costing more than $60, 
$5.00.

Power of attorney or proxy for voting at any 
election for officers of any incorporated com
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pany or association except religious, charitable 
or literary societies or public cemeteries, 10 cts.

Power of attorney to sell and convey real estate 
or to rent or lease the same, to receive or collect 
rent, to sell or transfer any stock, bonds, scrip, 
or for the collection of any dividends, or interest 
thereon, 25 cts.

Upon the protest of every note, bill of ex
change, acceptance, check or draft or any 
marine protest, 25 cts.

Warehouse receipts for any goods, merchan
dise or property of any kind held on storage in 
any public or private warehouse or yard, except 
receipts for agricultural products deposited by 
the actual grower thereof, 25 cts. "

For and upon every packet, box, bottle, pot 
or phial or other enclosure containing any pills, 
powders, tinctures, troches or lozenges, syrups, 
cordials, bitters, anodynes, tonics, plasters, lini
ments, salves, ointments, pastes, drops, waters 
(except natural spring waters), essences, spirits, 
oils, and all medicinal preparations or composi
tions, for which the person making the same has 
or claims to have any exclusive right or title, or 
which are prepared, uttered, vended, or exposed 
for sale under any letters patent or trade mark, 
if sold retail at 5 cts., % ct. ; if sold retail over 
5 cts. and not exceeding 10 ct?., 2/8 ct. ; if sold 
retail over 10 cts. and not exceeding 15 cts., 

ct. ; if sold retail over 15 and not exceeding 
25 cts., ££ ct. ; and for each additional retail 
price of 25 cts., f-fcet.

For and upon every packet, box, bottle, pot, 
phial, or other enclosure containing any essence, 
extract, toilet water, cosmetic, vaseline, petrola
tum, hair oil, pomade, hair dressing, hair re
storative, hair dye, tooth wash, dentifrice, tooth 
paste, aromatic cachous or other similar sub
stance or article, if sold retail at 5 cts., % ct. ; 
if sold retail over 5 cts. and not exceeding 10 cts., 
2/8 ct. ; if sold retail over 10 cts. and not exceed
ing 15 cts., fS ct. ; if sold retail over i5cts. and 
not exceeding 25 cts., ct. ; and for each addi
tional retail price of 25 cts., ct.

For and upon each box, carton, jar, or other 
package containing chewing gum, if not more 
than ®t retail value, 4 cts. ; and for each adui- 
tional $1 or fraction, 4 cts.

Sparkling or other wines in bottles, contain
ing one pint or less, ict. ; containing more than 
one pint, 2 cts.

On every seat sold in a palace or parlour car, 
1 ct.

On every berth sold in a sleeping car, 1 ct.
Mixed flour, i.e., the food product made from 

wheat mixed or blended in whole or part with 
any other grain or material, 98—1961b*, 4 c ts .; 
49—981bs, 2 c ts .; 24 ^—49lbs, 1 c t . ; less than 
24j-ilbs, y2 ct.

The design of both proprietary and documen
tary stamps is the same, and consists of a modern 
ironclad battleship, the “Maine,” of course. It 
will doubtless be remembeied, for a check 
will be worthless without i t ; the ship is enclosed 
by two arched labels inscribed united states 
inter, revenue ; on straight line above is the

value in words, which is repeated in figures in 
upper corners ; on the water below are the words 
SERIES OF 1898, which is divided by a scroll from 
the marginal word proprietary or documen
tary. The size of the stamps is 26 x 19^ mm. 
They are printed in sheets of 200, divided by 
lines into four panes of 50, on white wove paper 
watermarked U S I R repeated three times on 
the width of the sheet and four times on the 
length, which does not quite allow a single letter 
to the stamp. They are rouletted 6.

PROPRIETARY.
cent, yellow-green,

14 cent, pale brown 
cent, orange 

?■*> cent, blue
1 cent, dark green
2 cents, brown 
4 cents, violet

DOCUMENTARY.
2 cents, pale rose
3 cents, dark blue
4 cents, rose
5 cents, pale violet 
10 cents brown
50 cents, purple 
1 dollar yellow-green

(T)etu £eat)C6 fo Cut.

GUIDE TO THE COLOURS OF POST
AGE STAMPS WITH SMALL ALBUM by 
Charles Stewart. 10 cents.

The author of this little book grapples with 
the difficult subject of assisting collectors to 
determine the shades of all the colours appear
ing on postage stamps. Some 13 years ago the 
National Philatelic Society of America tried to 
help collectors by publishing a “Colour Chart” 
containing some 700 shades; still collectors 
were as much at variance as ever, when it came 
to describe the particular shades.

In the little book under our notice the author 
supplies the collector simply with spaces and 
colour names, but expects everyone to furnish 
the standard colours himself by affixing certain 
common stamps, a list of which is given. Spaces 
are provided for 113 stamps, which according to 
the author would cost $3.50 or 14s., too dear for 
the average collector apart from the trouble. 
Even at that price half the stamps would b’e 
used, which, of course, would detract from the 
value of a standard guide.

But the greatest objection we have is the order 
in which the colours are arranged. The author 
has arranged them alphabetically to “facilitate 
reference.” We should just like to ask him, 
whether this arrangement does not pre-suppose 
on the part of the collector a perfect knowledge 
of shades and if he possesses that a guide like 
the present one would be superfluous. To give
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an instance blue is found on 6 pages, green also, 
violet, red and brown 011*5 pages. This arrange
ment entails much work, besides it obviates 
exact comparison. It would have been much 
better to have all the blues, greens, etc., together 
then passing a stamp rapidly .over the complete 
standard list would have shown at once the 
proper definition.

(TJett) (JJoefaf Canff for $)orfugaf.
To come into force on the 1st of July, 1898.

1.
Rates of postage for correspondence to all 

countries in Europe, Turkey in Asia, Algiers, 
Egypt, Tripoli, Tunis, United States of America, 
Canada, and Newfoundland.

Letters, every 15 grammes or fraction thereof, 
65 reis.

Postcards, single, 25 reis.
Postcards, with reply, 50 reis.
Lettercards, 55 rcis.
Newspapers and books, every 50 grammes or 

fraction thereof, 15 reis.
Patterns up to 100 grammes, 25 reis.
Patterns, every 50 grammes beyond, 15 reis.
Commercial papers, up to 250 grammes, 65 

reis.
Commercial papers, every 50 grammes be

yond, 15 reis.
Registration fee, 50 reis.
Advice of receipt, 65 reis.2 .
Rates of postage for all countries outside 

Europe with the exception of those sp 'cia’ly 
mentioned under No. 1.

Letters, every 15 grammes or fraction thereof, 
130 reis.

Postcards, single, 40 reis.
Postcards, with reply, 80 reis.
Newspapers and books, every 50 grammes or 

fraction thereof, 25 reis.
Patterns, every 50 grammes or fraction there

of, 25 re is; with a minimum of 40 reis.
Commercial papers, up to 150 grammes, 80 

reis.
Commercial papers, every 50 grammes be

yond, 25 reis.
Registration fee, 50 reis.
Advice of receipt, 65 reis.
From the Vhiiatelista Z)o Occident e.

Comeponfcence.
Rome, July 15th, 1898.

Dear Sir,
I have read with much interest the report of 

the Philatelic Exhibition at Turin written by 
Mr. W. D. Beckton, and I must thank him for 
the amiable words, which he has addressed to 
the Committee and to myself in particular.

I have, however, to make two corrections. 
The first is in regard to Mr. Fiecchi, to whom a 
silver-gilt medal was awarded, whereas Mr.

Beckton says gold, of which only one was at the 
disposal of the Committee.

The second is in regard to the exhibit of Mr. 
Marchesi (President of the Executive Committee 
of the Exhibition). Mr, Beckton has criticised 
the exhibit of Mr. Marchesi in too severe a man
ner. It is a fact, that the stamps exhibited by 
this, gentleman were not nicely arranged and 
that they did not show up in a very good manner, 
but it is not just in my opinion to attribute to 
Mr. Marchesi a “total absence of philatelic 
knowledge.” All can attest that if the Exhibi
tion of 1 urin was a success it was only thanks 
to the continuous efforts of Mr. Marchesi, who, 
overworked already, had decided not to arrange 
properly his own stamps, in order to give all his 
time to the exhibits of others and to all the 
thousand details and vexations, which a Phila
telic Exhibition brings in its train. He would 
not have exhibited at all, if I had not asked him 
to do so at the last moment, after I had the 
opportunity of seeing the very interesting stamps 
he possesses, telling him at the same time, that 
the Jury would take into account the circum
stances under which Mr .Marchesi exhibited.

With regard to the stamps themselves the 
large blocks of the 1851 issue of Sardinia, 5, 20 
and 40 cents, were highly interesting, showing 
the irregular setting up of the stamps on the 
sheet ; the numerous shades of the 1854 issue 
were largely represented in used and unused 
specimens, blocks, single, and on letters, e tc .; 
of each issue (1851, 1853, and 1854,) there were 
also shown a large number of specimens with 
various obliterations, some of which being very 
rare. The beauty of the specimens, the number 
of rarities, etc., all attracted so much the atten
tion of the visitors, that the bad arrangement 
caused by the circumstances I have mentioned, 
will and must be excused.

Thanking you for the kindness for inserting 
this letter,

I remain, dear sir,
Yours very truly,

Dr. Emilio Diena.

St. Vincent, 24th June, 1898.
Dear Mr. Brown,
2d. St. Lucia stamps have been withdrawn 

and arc selling in St. Lucia at is. each. It 
appears that tne Secretary of State sent a tele
gram ordering the stock to be withdrawn. The 
story goes a member of the Executive Council 
saw it and before it could go down to the Post 
Office he gave a couple of his friends a hint and 
they bought every stamp in the post office of 
that value.

It is reported that they are to have a new 2#d. 
design. •

_ In haste, yours, etc,,

The following official notices will explain the 
reason of the withdrawal of the 2d. stamps. 

ST. LUCIA.
Reduction in Postage.

Notice is hereby given that on and after Mon
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day next, 9th inst., postage on letters to all 
Foreign places will be 2p. per J^oz.

F. S. Reece,
Gen. P. O. Col. P. M.

May 6, 1898.

Official Notice.
Post Office notice is hereby given. That on 

and after Saturday next, n th  inst., postage on 
all letters for Imperial and Foreign places will 
be 2^p . per J^oz.

F. S. Reece,
Gen. P. O. Col. P. M.

June 10, 1898.

©ecreee-
U.S. PERIODICAL STAMPS TO BECOME 

OBSOLETE.
Following close upon the decision that col

lectors can hold ownership of our Periodical 
stamps, comes news that the entire scries will 
be done away with and become obsolete on the 
first of next month. This has just been decided 
upon and we give our readers below the entire 
text of this change, giving all the details, which 
appear in the Daily Bulletin of the Post Office 
Department of the 16th instant, as follows : 

ORDER OF THE POSTMASTER- 
GENERAL.
Post Office Department, 

Washington, D.C., June 14th, 1898. 
Order No. 232.

Under authority of the act of Congress ap
proved on the 13th instant, making appropria
tions for the postal service for the next fiscal 
year, it is hereby ordered that the use of news
paper and periodical postage stamps shall cease 
on and after the 1st of July, 1898. From that 
date postmasters will collect in money the post
age on second class matter mailed in bulk by 
publishers and news agents, and will give 
receipts therefore, as they have heretofore done ; 
but instead of including this money in the 
amount covered by the sale of stamps, as is 
now the practice, they must charge themselves 
with it in their quarterly returns to the Auditor, 
by a special entry to be inserted between items 
1 and 2 of the official form.

Carrying out this change, Sections 103 and 
130 of the Postal Regulations are hereby modi
fied so as to read as follows :

“Sec. 103. POSTAGE-STAMPS; KINDS 
AND DENOMINATIONS—Of postage stamps 
two kinds, each consisting of various denomina
tions, are provided, viz. : Ordinary stamps, 
which arc used to prepay postage on ordinary 
mail matter of the first, third and fourth classes, 
as well as on second class matter mailed by 
others than publishers and news agents, and 
'he fees on registered m atter; and postage-due 
stamps, which are used for the collection of 
postage due on mail matter that has not been 
fully prepaid at mailing offices.”

“Sec. 130. Second class matter, elsewhere de
fined, must be brought to the post office and 
there weighed in bulk, and the postage collected 
in money, for which receipts, made out on forms 
taken from books furnished by the Department, 
are to be given. No credit is ever to be allowed 
for newspaper and periodical postage; but for 
convenience the postmaster may receive from a 
publisher or news agent the deposit of sufficient 
money in advance to pay for more than a single 
mailing. In every case where advance deposits 
of postage are thus made, the postmaster must 
charge against it every mailing, and must see 
to it that the amount on hand shall never fall 
below what is necessary to cover any matter 
that is offered for despatch. Postmasters must 
transmit punctually at the end of each quarter, 
to the Third Assistant Postmaster General, by 
ordinary mail, in special envelopes provided for 
the purpose, the stubs of all receipts given for 
newspaper and periodical postage collected dur
ing the quarter, together with the statement re
quired by Section 208.”

“Before returning the stubs, the calculations 
and footings should be reviewed and made cor
rect. The stubs should then be detached from 
the book, arranged in numerical order, fastened 
together at the upper left hand corner, and the 
name of the post office, county, and state written 
thereon. The postmaster will continue to use 
what is left of the stub book.”

Section 194 will be also modified so as to re
quire postmasters to report specially on their 
quarterly returns to the Auditor the amount of 
money collected during the quarter as postage 
on newspapers and periodicals ; and Section 208 
will be changed so as to require the quarterly 
statement of postage sent to the Third Assistant 
Postmaster General to be made in duplicate.

Ch. Emory Smith,
Postmaster General

From the Era.

CANADA.
Special-Delivery Service.

The Postmaster-General has approved of ar
rangements whereby, on and from the first of 
Julv proximo, the senders of letters posted at 
any Post Office in Canada and addressed to a 
City Post Office now having Free Delivery by 
Letter Carriers shall, on prepayment by Special- 
Delivery stamps of the face-value of ten cents, 
affixed one to each letter, in addition to the 
ordinary postage to which the same are liable, 
secure their special delivery to the persons to 
whom they are addressed within the limits of 
Letter Carrier Delivery at any one of the follow
ing Post Offices in Cities, viz. Halifax, St. 
John, N. B., Fredericton, Quebec, Montreal, 
Ottawa, Kingston, Toronto, Brantford, Hamil
ton, London, Winnipeg, Victoria and Vancou
ver. The hours of delivery to be within 7 a.m. 
and 11 p.m. daily, except Sunday. These hours 
are subject to change as dictated by local cir
cumstances. _

Drop-letters posted for local delivery, and 
bearing Special-Delivery stamps, in addition to
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the postage, will also be entitled to special de
livery in the same manner as letters received at 
the Post Office by mail.

Registered letters may likewise come under 
the operations of this scheme of Special Delivery 
in the same way as ordinary letters, provided 
they bear Special-Delivery stamps in addition 
to the full postage and the registration fee fixed 
by law, and the regulations respecting the re
cord and receipting of registered matter are 
observed. In  despatching registered letters that 
bear special Delivery stamps, the Postmaster 
should write prominently across the registered 
package envelope the words "For Special De
livery." When Special Delivery letters (unre
gistered) number five or more for any one office 
the Postmaster should make a separate package 
of them, marking it “For Special Delivery” ; 
if such letters are fewer than five, he should 
place them immediately under the “facing-slip" 
of the letter-package which he makes up, either 
directly or indirectly, for the Special-Delivery 
office for which they are intended, so that the 
most prompt attention may be secured therefor.

Special-Delivery stamps will be sold at all 
Money Order Post Offices in Canada, (which 
may secure a supply of such stamps in the same 
way as ordinary stamps are obtained), for which 
the postmasters will have to account as they 
do for ordinary stamps, and on the sales of which 
a total commission of 10 per cent, shall be al
lowed to Postmasters, except to Postmasters 
having fixed salaries. For the present Postmas
ters will use the existing forms of requisition in 
applying for Special-Delivery stamps. (The 
usual discount may be allowed to a licensed 
stamp vendor at the time that he purchases 
Special-Deli very stamps from the Postmaster). 
Special Delivery stamps are to be cancelled as 
postage stamps are cancelled. Stamps intended 
for Special Delivery are not available for any 
other purpose, and the article upon which one 
is affixed must have, besides, the ordinary post
age prepaid by postage stamps. Under no cir
cumstances will Special Delivery stamps be re
cognized in payment of postage or of registra
tion fee, nor can any other stamp be used to 
secure Special Delivery, except the Special-De
livery stamp. Special-Delivery stamps are not 
redeemable.

Letters intended for Special Delivery at any 
one of the City Post Offices above mentioned, 
and prepaid as directed, may be mailed at any 
Post Office in Canada.

The regulations relating to First Class Matter 
(Inland Post) apply also and equally to Special- 
Delivery letters, the only difference being ttie 
special treatment which the latter receive with 
a view to accelerating their delivery.

The object sought by the establishment of 
Special Delivery—namely, the special delivery 
of letters transmitted thereunder—will be much 
promoted if the senders of all such letters are 
careful to address them plainly and fully, giving, 
if possible, the street and number in every case. 
Such care will serve not only to prevent mistakes 
but also to facilitate delivery.

All employes of the Post Office are enjoined 
to expedite, in every way in their power, the 
posting, transmission and delivery of (letters 
intended for Special Delivery. 1

PRIVATE POST CARDS.
Postmasters are informed that, as regards 

Private Post Cards posted inCanada addressed 
to places in Canada, the words "Private Post 
Card” may either be placed thereon or omitted 
according to the option of the sender. Private 
Post Cards addressed to other countries must, 
however, in every case bear on the address side 
the words “Private Post Card.” .

R. M. Coneter,
Deputy Postmaster-General.

Post Office Department, Canada,
Ottawa, 7th June, 1898.

From the Weekltf Era.

£0e QJen) (Revenue

New York Herald, June 26th, 1898.
The war series of stamps soon to be issued 

under the war revenue act will be the daintiest, 
most artistic, and at the same time the most 
dignified, of all stamps issued by the govern
ment. Within a few weeks you will see them 
attached to nearly everything sold at the drug 
stores in “put up” packages, to all sorts of docu
ments and to many other things commonly 
handled. They will soon become well nigh as 
familiar as the ordinary postage stamps. The 
first of them will not make its appearance until 
next month. Since any attempt to reproduce 
the designs for illustrating purposes would re
sult in the seizure of all newspapers so offending, 
a pen picture must suffice.

Those to be most commonly seen will be the 
proprietary and documentary adhesive stamps. 
They will be slightly larger than the two cent 
postage stamp, and printed upon the same good 
quality of white paper—not the soft green paper 
now used in tobacco, cigar and cigarette stamps. 
The longer edges form the top and bottom, the 
designs running lengthwi-e with the surface. 
On the proprietary stamps beneath an arch 
bearing the inscription “United States Internal 
Revenue” stands boldly out, with characteristic 
dignity and grace, a typical United States first 
class battle ship, under full steam, riding a rest
less sea beneath a canopy of fleecy clouds. The 
documentary stamp shows the figure of a god
dess with flowing robes, she holds in one hand 
an old model battle ship, and in the other a scep
tre.

The designs were happily selected by Chief 
Johnson, of the Bureau of Engraving and Print
ing, because of the conspicuous part played thus 
far in this war by the American man-of-war, 
even before the formal declaration of hostilities 
was made, i he perforations separating the 
stamps on the whole sheets will not be round like 
the “pinhole” perforations of postage stamps, 
but what are called “knife blade” perforations.
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They will be dashes instead of dots, and when 
torn through will leave straight, rather than 
saw-tooth edges.

The same designs will appear upon all deno
minations of the two official issues—proprietary 
and documentary—of adhesive stamps. '1 he 
only differences will occur in the tints and 
numerals to denote different denominations 
and the inscription to characterise each of the 
two series, as said. In these bits of official en
graving you will shortly see some tints never 
before used on stamps. Uncle Sam’s great variety 
of inks has already been exhausted, and some 
novelties are being experimented with.

You will be struck with the oddity of the new 
fractional denominations. For instance there 
will be '/&, 54, 1, 2, and 4 cent, pro-

rietary, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 and 50 cent, and 
1, $3,” Its and itio documentary stamps. The 

tints will include three each of blue, brown, red 
and green, and a number of other novelties in 
orange and lemon. You will find these frac
tional proprietary stamps upon perfumery, cos
metics, pills, lozenges and cough drops put up 
before the new individual proprietary stamps 
shall have been designed or whose manufacturers 
may not prefer them.

The one cent documentary stamps will be 
seen ordinarily upon telegraph messages and 
parlour and sleeping car tickets. The great 
variety of denominations up to $10 will be seen 
upon all sorts of real estate and legal documents 
bills of lading, etc.

About two-thirds of the force employed on the 
new stamps are women, mostly young girls, 
selected because they are much more neat, care
ful and dexterous for delicate work than is the 
ordinary man. To keep the wheels running 
fast enough to fill the variety of new orders 
necessitated by the revenue act, the force of the 
great Bureau of Engraving and Printing has 
been increased to nearly seventeen hundred. 
By making two “shifts,” Chief Johnson says he 
can turn out 16,000,000 of the new stamps daily.

AUGUST, 1898, KEI’ORT.

Honorary President— 
His Honour Judge P iii i .brick, Q.C.

Honorary Vice- Presidents.
Vbrnon Roberts, Manchester.
Rev. W. Bell, Cork.

President—
II. R. Oldfield , London.

Vice-Presidents—
VV. Dorning Beckton, Manchester.
H. L, H ayman, London.

Committee—
F. Empson, Birmingham 
VV. H adlow, London.
W. G. Hawkins, London.
J. E. J oselin, London.
W. B. K irkpatrick, Bournemouth.
W. Matthews, London.
S. C. Skipton, Salisbury.
C. T. Reed, London.
H. Thompson, London.
B. W. Warhurst, London.

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer—
T. II. H inton, 5, Paultons Square, Chelsea, London,

S.W.
Hon. Exchange Superintendent—

Dr. Marx, 6, Haven Green, Ealing, London, VV.
Hon. Librarian—

B. VV. Warhurst, 15, Paultons Square, Chelsea, 
London, S.W,

Hon- Counterfeit Detector.
W. H adlow, 331, Strand, London, W.C,

Hon. Solicitors—
Messrs. O ldfield, Bartram & Oldfield, St. 

Stephen’s Chambers, Telegraph Street, Moorgate 
Street, London, E.C.

M EM BERSHIP.
Candidates for admission must be over 18 

years of age, and supply at least two satisfactory 
references. They witl then be proposed for 
election, and if no objection be lodged within 
fourteen days, be duly elected. The entrance 
fee, 2s. 6d. and subscription, 5s., should accom
pany the application, and will be refunded in the 
event of the non-election of the applicant.

NEW MEMBER.
Miss Gertrude Killick, Cape Town, South Africa.

NOT ELECTED.
Count A de Tscherniadieff, Barcelona. Opposition 

having been received, this gentleman’s election was not 
proceeded with.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.
Members who have not yet forwarded their sub

scriptions will-facilitate the work of the lion. Sec. by 
doing so without delay.

THOS. H. HINTON,
Hon. S jc . and Treasurer,

5, Paultons Square,
Chelsea, London, S.VV.

August 10th, 1898.
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BY S. C. SKIPTON.

BRITISH EMPIRE.
British Bechuanaland. The German papers chronicle 

the new surcharge ‘ BECHUANALAND ’— 
‘ PROTECTORATE ’ on the 3d. of Great 
Britain.

3d. black and brown on yellow.
British East Africa. According to the Monthly 

Journal there are two sizes of the 2 j£a, Envelopes, 
121 x 94mm. and 141 x 79mm.

British Guiana The Fortnightly illustrates some 
very handsome stamps, the first, probably of a 
new issue. There are two designs, the first 
having a view of the Kaiteur Waterfall in centre, 
the shape being upright rectangular, the second 
having a view of Mt. Roraima in centre, and 
being of oblong shape.

The stamps are inscribed with name at top, 
\ POSTAGE Sc REVENUE’ at bottom, value 
in figures in bottom corners, and in an oval either 
at top or bottom the date ‘ 1897.’ The stamps 
are watermarked Crown C.C., and are perforated 
14. If they are printed by De la Rue they reflect 
great credit on the printers, and show that when 
given a free hand (as in the case of the Tonga

* stamps) they need not fear competition, 
ic, frame carmine, centre black. Mouut Roraima.
2C. „ blue. ,, brown, Kaiteur Falls.
5C .r brown. M green, Mount Kornima,

„  dark blue, Kaiteur Falls.JOC, „ red
15c* II blue ,1 red-brown, Mount Roraima.

Canada. A Special Delivery Stamp has been issued 
here of an oblong shape. In the centre is an 
oval filled with engine turning, and on this is a 
solid oval band inscribed above ‘ SPECIAL 
DELIVERY,’ and below ‘ WITHIN CITY 
LIMITS ’ in the centre is a small solid oval in
scribed ‘TEN,’ at top is ‘ CANADA POST 
OFFICE,’ at bottom value in words, and at 
sides is the value in figures.

With the stamp of the maple leave type there 
are some additional pieces of stationery.

S-D. toe. deep-green.
W. ic, green on buff, sire T15 x 275 mm.
P.Ci i +  ic. black on straw, sue ta j x 76 mm.

ac. deep blue on cream, size 170 x 8a mm.
Cape of Good Hope. Miss Killick sendsU5 a copy of 

the 4d. in a new colour which will shortly be 
issued. The 3d. she tells us will also be changed, 
and the 6d. will be a slighty different shade of 
violet. The 2^d. have either run short or the 
Post Office have a stock of the surcharged 2^d. 
on 3d. issued in 1891 as these are at present on 
sale. As the surcharge is exactly the same as in 
1891 even to the single copy on the sheet of the 
straight serif to the * 1 ’ of ‘f4‘ it is probably the 
old stock that is being used up. The Post Card 
has also been changed in colour.

3d. dark lilac, 
xd. olive _
P.C. id. carmine on buff.

Falkland Islands. Two new values have been issued 
here of large size with head of Queen in centre

•a.

with name above and value below ‘ HALF A 
CROWN’ ‘ FIVE SHILLINGS,’ and with 
figures of value. Watermark Crown C.C. 
Perforated 4. 1

3/ 6 deep blue.
5/* red-brown.

Gold Coast. We have received from Messrs. 
Myerscough & Co., the id. value, and have heard 
of the other values from various sources of the 
new type similar to the 5/- value.

}4d. lilac, name and value, green (tablet lined ground) 
id. ,, „  carmine, ,,
2&d. „  ,, ultramarine, ,,
3d ,, ,, yellow (tablet white ground)
6d ,, „  violet, ,,
1/* green, ,, black, (tablet lined ground)
a/• „  ,, carmine, ,,

India. / hind. The ir. current has been issued with 
surcharged for use here, 

ir. black, carmine and green.
Labuan. The name on the 18c. has been changed 

from the bottom to the top of the stamp. 
r8c. black and olive brown.

Mauritius. The following have been surcharged ‘ 4 ’ 
‘ Cents ’ and bat.

E. 4c. in red on 18c.. blue, sizes 139 x 78mm 133 x 136mm.
4c. in back on 36c. brown.

W; *c- "  3C* green.Newfoundland. We omitted the formal note of the 
new ic. last month.

ic. green.
Niger Coast. Messrs. Taylor Brothers inform us that 

some new values will be issued here or have been 
by this lime. The designs are similar to the cur
rent values and the watermark Crown C.A. with 
the usual Waterlow Perforation.

6d. yellow-brown.
«/6 olive-brown.
10/* deep violet, #

Queensland. Mr. Robinson sends us a post card with 
a view on the front leaving only a small space for 
the address. There are 18 varieties with different 
views. The following notice on the card shows 
the care the official mind has, that the picture 
should not be spoilt. ‘ Date stamp on reverse 
side].’

P.C. 1 pi. black on buff, varieties of view.
South Australia. According to the Ausirlaian 

Philatelist the 2#d. is now deep blue.
aid. deep blue.

OTHER COUNTRIES.
Afghanistan. The M.J. chronicles used copies of the 

1893 types as follows :
1 a. black on blue tissue paper.

China. We have received copies of the London printed 
He.., and also a few copies of Japan printed %c, 
in rose.

ic. rose, Japan print, error.
ic. chocolate, London print.

Nattkin. We have received some of the 
second set mentioned in November last year, and 
find that the J^c. is pink, but of the same 
design as the first set, and we have the tc. of the 
second set impeforate.

IVuliu, In addition to the ordinary stamps 
surcharged * P. P.C.’ We have the set with 
Chinese characters and also the ‘ Postage Due ’ 
set with the ‘ P. P.C.’ The Postage Due set has 
the P.P.C.’ reading vertically upwards.

France. Madagascar. The stamps of Nossi Be, 
Diego Suarez, and St'. Marie that are still in 
stock, it is reported are to be surcharged ‘Mada
gascar et Dlpendances.
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Hayti. According to the M .f. of the stamps printed 
in Paris, the 2c. and sc. have been put in 
circulation. Of the other values 650 were sent 
to Berne for the Postal Union, 350 were passed 
through the post by friends of the Director of Posts 
and the remaining 9000 were handed over to the 
person for whose profit the issue was made,

Honduras. The colour of the Sc* is now
5c. red-violet.

Japan. A new Official Seal has been issued with 
Japanese inscription in centre and ornamental 
flowers and foliage in corners,

O. S. — magenta.
Mexico. Mr. Chapman has sent us copies of two 

new Cards of the current type. Both have 
the address instruction in Spanish and French in 
the left lower corner. The 2c. has vertically 
at right « PARA LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS Y 
CANADA’ and the 3c. ‘ UNION POSTAL 
UNIVERSAL’ at left and the same in French 
at right, in the right lower corner is a number 
‘ 160 ’ for the 3c. and ‘ 161 ’ for the 2c.

The sc. has appeared with watermark ‘ RM ’ 
and Eagle.

The ic. Wrappers have also been altered, it 
is now inscribed with the words ‘SERVICIO 
POSTAL MEXICANO ’ only in either black 
or green.

SC. blue. wmk. eagle RM.
W ic. green, inscriptions black, size 8j XZ49 mm.

ic. „  „  green „
P . C, zc. red, inscriptions black, for U.S Canada.

3c. brown, ,, green, for U .P .U
Monaco. The M.f. notes the following : —

£ . 15c. rose on pale green, size 147 x 113mm,
Portugal. There is a new Letter Card with stamp of 

65 r. foreign use.
L C , «5r. black and steel-blue on bluish.

Angra, Funchal, Horla, Ponta Dclgada 
Each of these colonies have received the four 
new adhesives and also the letter card. They 
are of the same values and colours as Portugal, 
65, 115, 130, i8or. adhesives and 65c Letter 
Card.

Mozambique Company. It is said that this 
Company does not see why it should not make 
something out of the Vasca da Gama boom so 
intends to surcharge their stamps ‘ 1898 ’— 
CENTENARIO DA INDE’—1898 ’ in red.

Spain. There is a new set of War Stamps dated * 1898
99 ’ various values Sc* to 90c- *n black and 1 to 
I op, in deep blue. The 5c. is the only one used 
as a tax on letters.

W. T . 5c. black.

ERRORS AND MINOR VARIETIES.
Borneo. We have a copy of the 1894 set surcharged 

‘ POSTAGE DUE’ horizontally instead of 
vertically.

Labuan. On the sheets of the lithographed stamps of 
1893 (Queen’s Head) the right hand stamp of 
the top row has the ‘ L ’ defective so that it looks 
like an ‘ I ’

Newfoundland. The 3c. on pink paper chronicled in 
various journals is not a new or fresh issue but is 
due to a parcel having been wrecked some time 
ago and the pink paper is due to sea water.

New Zealand, A horizontal pair of the current id. 
has been found perforated all round and imperf 
between. It is stated that the colour of the id. 
will be changed to rose, and the 4d will be 
printed in two colours. The expense of two 
colours for the id. being too great.

Tobago. In looking over some of the id. stamps 
we notice that some copies have the‘ O ’ of 
‘ ONE PENNY ’ larger than usual causing the 
words to measure some '/1 mm. more than usual. 
Both varieties occur together, the larger one be
ing the left hand stamp in most of the rows on 
the pane.

Brazil. The A.f.F. notes pairs of the 1866 ior. on 
blued paper and imperforate, and the M.f. notes 
that there are three types of the stamp of the 
loor. envelopes of 1893.

France. Some sheets of the current 15c. stamp have 
been found with the last row imperforate.

Siam. The M.J. chronicles a copy of the 4a. on 12a. 
with double surcharge.

Salvador. The Philatelic Monthly chronicles a pair 
of the ic. of 1896 second set, with oblique 
official surcharge, in which the surcharge was 
missing on one stamp.

Uruguay. The M.J. notes a vertical pair of the 1890 
7c. brown, with one stamp only surcharged 
‘ OFICIAL.’

®ucfton (Reports.
* Unused. t  On Original.

The following have held sales since last report :— 
Messsrs. Bum. & Co., 50th sale. June 14th and 15th. 

, ,  C h e v e i .e y  & Co.,133rd sale,July 27th & 28th

I M P O R T A N T .

All Publishers are requested to forward one exchange copy to the Editori 
GEO. B. D UERST, 22, A t h o l  R oad , A lexandra  P a r k , M a n c h e s t e r , and 
another exchange copy to the Publisher, W ILLIAM BROWN, Sa l isb u r y , 
E nglan d .

All who do so will receive two copies of this Journal in Exchange.
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(plHfafefg af JE)ome*
The Monthly Circular.—London.

SWITZERLAND.
The following interesting article on the much 

debated question, whether the Geneva stamp 
with crowned eagle (green on white) was ever 
issued as an adhesive we recommend to our 
readers. Without throwing much new light on 
the question the whole evidence is adduced, and 
we have no fear of the result our readers will 
arrive at.

Philatelists have frequently to work very much 
in the dark, more especially when thev endea
vour to solve questions for which they have few 
or no reliable facts to guide them. Having had 
occasion lately to study the question of the Can
tonal Stamps of Geneva we have found one of 
these difficult points where there is very little 
to guide to a true solution, and we can only 
form an opinion grounded on these very few 
facts. The question is whether the stamp of 
the Crowned Eagle (green on white) was ever 
issued as an adhesive or whether the used speci
mens found on ordinary envelopes have been 
cut from the stamped envelopes and gummed 
on to these.

Swiss Philatelists, M. Schulze and M. de Reu- 
terskiold, both affirm that the stamp was only 
used as an adhesive when cut from an envelope 
and a few of these were used for prepayment of 
letters.

M. Moens, who is the oldest dealer in stamps 
in the world, and whose reputation as an expert 
and dealer is universally acknowledged, inclines 
to the contrary opinion and states that he has 
had several of the stamps in unsevered pairs. 
M. Mah4 , also a great authority as an expert 
and dealer, states that about 1864 a block of five 
of these stamps was sent to him by a correspon
dent in Geneva, and is of opinion that such 
stamps were used.

The envelopes were manufactured of yellowish 
white paper in 1846, 40,000 having been made— 
they are said to have met with scant favour at 
the hands of the public, the reason assigned 
being that they were sold at the Post Office at 
5c., while the adhesives were sold at the rate of 
4c. The remainders were subsequently sold;

some writers say that the number was only 8co 
copies, we think that there must have been more, 
for they were common in the Sixties, and we 
never paid more than 5L for one at that time.

The stamp used as an adhesive is found on 
letters between August, 1850, and the end of 
August, 1851, and up to the 1st August, 1851, 
these stamps should be obliterated with the Can
tonal cancelling mark ; similar to that in use 
in 1849, but without the central cross. The 
rhomboidal girdiron found on some was only 
ordered by the Central Administration to come 
into use on 1st August, 1851, though it has 
been used by the stamp doctors to make imita
tions.

Now what were the circumstances a t the 
time? In November, 1849, a stamp of 4c. was 
issued for the Canton of Geneva which by the 
direction of the Central Authorities was per
mitted on the condition that it bore as its device 
the Federal Arms of a white cross on a red 
ground. The rates of postage in the Canton 
were shortly afterwards altered and raised to 5c. 
The figure 4 was therefore altered on the stone 
to 5, and the stamps so appeared in March, 1850. 
Then in August, 1851, another adhesive stamp, 
was issued of a different design but with the 
Federal Arms. Why? Why not have made a 
fresh printing of the stamp of March, 1850? We 
can only supnose that the stone had become 
unfit for further use, or what is perhaps more 
probable, was no longer in existence. Now as 
we have said the copies of the 5c. green on white 
bear dated postmarks between August, 1850, 
and August, 1851. Is it not reasonable to sup
pose that the Post Office of Geneva, fearing that 
its stamps would be exhausted, allowed the public 
to make use of stamps cut from the envelopes 
which were sold at 5c. each, and had also issued 
some in sheets which Schmidt, the lithographer, 
possibly printed in 1846, for when he made the 
design for the envelopes it was a simple thing 
to have arranged a few transfers in the form of 
a sheet ; and it must be borne in mind that the 
issue of the envelopes took place between the 
Small Eagle and Large Eagle issues, the latter 
being issued in January, 1847, and some sheets 
might have been struck off in green on white 
of the envelope design in case the new issue of 
Large Eagle was not ready, but were never used
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at that time. We do not wish to argue that the 
majority of the specimens of the green on white 
used in 1850-51 were not cut from envelopes, 
but we want to account for the stamp being pre
pared as an adhesive and possibly used in 1850- 
5 i-

Some ten years past we examined this question 
very minutely on account of the difference of 
opinion between M. Schulze and M. Moens; 
and we had then some specimens before us. We 
are quite convinced that on one at least of these 
the stamp had been gummed long before it was 
affixed to the letter. If it was a “fake” the stamp 
must have been cut from the envelope with a 
wide margin, gummed, allowed to dry, and then 
trimme'd so as to leave proper margins. The 
obliteration was that in use in the Canton, im
pressed in red, that is the original design used 
in 1840 without the cross in the centre, which, 
when the stamps with the Federal cross in them 
were issued was deemed superfluous.

We confess we have considerable doubts of 
these specimens of the 5c. green on white on 
letters bearing date prior to 1st August, 1851, 
which bear obliterations of the rhomboidal grid
iron which was only ordered by the Federal 
Government to be used from that date, though 
here again we are met with the difficulty that 
there is an instance in Switzerland of the use 
of stamps before the date mentioned in the de
cree for their coming into use, and this cancel
ling mark may possibly be in the same category.

Again, the paper on which the adhesives were 
printed is not the same as that of the envelopes. 
The envelopes were of yellowish paper. \\ hat 
we consider to be adhesives are on thickish white 
paper. The question was fully discussed at two 
meetings of the “French Timbrological Society,” 
and Dr. Legrand, who was at first an unbeliever, 
appears to have been convinced of his error after 
an examination of two specimens in the collec
tion of M. de Ferrari.

So far as we can ascertain the stamps were 
not known in pairs or block till about 1864, and 
at that period a high price was asked for them. 
Is it not likely that there were some remainders 
sold by the Geneva Post Office, a few sheets that 
had been printed and gummed, some of which 
had been sold when it was permitted to cut the 
stamps from the envelopes 1

We may add that Mr. Philbrick, who was in 
the Sixties a great collector, is satisfied that the 
stamps were employed as adhesives ; we know 
also that we ourselves had many specimens sent 
to us before we could find one that answered 
the tests we required. Genuine specimens of 
any, even those cut from envelopes, are very 
rare, but there are not wanting specimens that 
have been carefully made up for the benefit of 
amateurs.

No record appears to exist of any Post Office 
order permitting the use of stamps cut from the 
envelopes. All the used specimens, except one 
very doubtful one, in the collection of M. la 
Renotiere (M. de Ferrari) are on letters post
marked, as we have said, between August, 1850, 
and the latter part of August, 1851, and the

specimens in the collection of Mr. Castle are 
similarly dated, that is, four years after the issue 
of the envelopes. Had it been a thing permitted 
from the first, specimens would have been found 
on letters belore August, 1850.

To us, the facts, would appear to point to the 
issue of some few stamps of an obsolete tvpe in 
1850-51, possibly to assist the stock of tfie 5c. 
white cross on red ground, formerly known as 
the Vaud stamp, and this ceased as soon as the 
5c., formerly known as the Neuchatel stamp, 
was issued in August, 1851. Whether these were 
all cut from envelopes then issued, or some of 
them were issued cut from sheets, can only be 
determined by the paper of the specimens," but 
of the existence of the stamp in sheet, gummed 
ready for use, there does not seem to be the 
least doubt.

(P0tfafefg in ffle
The Virginia Philatelist—Richmond.

POSTAL ISSUES OF THE CONFEDERATE 
STATES OF AMERICA.

We are always glad to see this American 
Journal being one of the best that reach u* from 
the other side. In the first instance the various 
editors and contributors and their biographies 
do not fill the greatest part of this paper and 
in the second original articles are one of the 
features. The latter, alas, seem to be one of 
the abominations of the American Philatelic 
Press, reprinting articles that have appeared 
elsewhere, sometimes it may even be said to 
their shame without giving the name of writer 
or the source, seems to be their forte, of course, 
there are exceptions, and the above is one of 
them.

The article of the Postal Issues of the Con
federate States of America by Wm. D. Reed 
being now concluded wc have much pleasure In 
reprinting the same for the benefit of our 
readers, and hope it will awaken fresh interest 
for the stamps of a State sadly neglected by 
collectors.

THE LITHOGRAPHED STAMPS.
The story of the great struggle of the Southern 

Confederacy has now passed into history. As 
Freeman says: “History is past politics and 
politics are present history.” To the philatelist, 
however, history is told by past postal issues, 
and stamps are present history.

In common with many American philatelists, 
I first studied the history of the Confederacy in 
the Civil War by becoming acquainted with its 
postal issues. This study and my subsequent 
research as anenthusiastic collector of the Con
federate stamps is my only excuse for this article.

The first Confederate Congress, assembled at 
Montgomery, Alabama, February, 1861, at once 
entered into negotiations with a New York Bank 
Note Company for the supply of all stamps, 
bonds, and bank notes for the new government.
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The first bombarding gun directed on Fort 
Sumter precipitately shattered the commercial 
transactions of the New York company with the 
Confederacy, and he company’s representative 
hurried back to the Northern metropolis.

Ultimately, the Confederate Government, by 
a contract with Mr. Joel White, of New York, 
received a large supply of paper and envelopes 
across the Confederate lines in Kentucky. Th.s 
supply of paper was taken to Richmond when 
the seat of government was removed thither, 
upon May 20, 1861, and was used in the manu
facture of all the lithographed stamps and some 
of the engraved stamps. The ink was secured 
in the North, and was smuggled over the lines 
at Baltimore.

Later on, blockade runners skirted the coast 
until a chance opening permitted an unobserved 
landing in a Southern port. One of the block
ade runners was captured by a Northern captain 
and the materials for the Southern presses were 
confiscated. The supplies were therefore re
ceived at very irregular intervals.

The first instalment of material having been 
received at the seat of the new government in 
Richmond, the lithographing of the first issue 
of postage stamps began. The work was exe
cuted by Hoyer and Ludwig, of Richmond, Va.

The issues were as follows: 5c., green, Octo
ber 18, 1861 ; 10c., dark blue, December 1, 
1861; 2C., green, January 1, 1862; 5c., blue, 
March 1, 1862; 10c., rose, April x, 1862; 10c., 
blue (reissue), August 1, 1862.

The first postage stamps of the Confederate 
Stafes of America were eagerly bought up.

It has always been the policy of the United 
States to place upon its stamps, coins, and bills 
the effigies of her past great men. But the new 
Confederacy rejected this policy and fittingly- 
represented upon its first stamp its first state - 
man and President.

The 5c. green, therefore, bears the portrait 
of Jeuerson Davis. There are a vast number of 
shades of this stamp. The execution is poor. 
For example, notice the irregularity of “ON,” 
ana the “d” in the word “confederate.”

i tie portrait on the 10c. blue is an absurd 
representation of James Madison, of Virginia, 
President of the United States from 1809 to 1817.

A typographical error appears in the tinver- 
sion of the “a” in “states.”

There are a few varieties or shades of the 
2c. green. Not so, however, of the 5c. blue. 
At the time of the issue of this stamp the de
mand for stamps for postage had become very 
great. The supply of green ink had become 
exhausted but no cessation of issues could be 
permitted. A large supply of blue and red ink 
had just safely crossed the line, and was imme
diately used in the issue of the two new stamps, 
the 5c. blue and the 10c. rose. Like the 5c. 
blue, the 10c. rose also furnishes many shades.

+We have examined a number of the blue 10c. re
ferred to, but have not been able to locate a specimen 
showing the inverted A.—Ed.

These stamps were not issued longer than six 
months, and are accordingly rare and very sel
dom found in good condition.

The ioc. stamp was re-issued in blue on 
August 1, 1862. The red ink was very expen
sive. Typographed 5c. stamps were now being 
supplied by- Thomas De La Rue and Co., from 
England. The issue of March 1, 1862, was sup
planted by the new stamps from England, and 
the blue ink remaining on hand was sufficient 
for a re-issue of the ioc. denomination.

Many collectors divide these two issues into 
two dies, A and B ; Die B showing an attempt 
to correct the typographical error in the first 
issue. The first issue is printed in an entirely 
different blue from the second issue. The im
pressions of the latter are bleared, and show 
very poor workmanship.

These first lithographed issues of the Con
federacy were used throughout the war in all 
the Southern States. Although the London 
firm and later Messrs. Archer and Daly soon 
succeeded Hoyer and Ludwig in the manufac
ture of the Confederate stamps, they often 
passed through the Southern post-offices side 
by side with the better-executed products of the 
later years.

This period in the postal history of the Con
federacy is of the greatest historic and romantic 
interest, because of the intrigues, the engage
ments, the captures, and escapes that the custo
dians of the Southern Post-Office Department 
supplies underwent in transporting them within 
the Confederate lines—first in Kentucky, later 
in Maryland and Virginia, or through the 
Southern blockade.

Benjamin Ficklin stands 'foremost in the 
annals of the Confederate Post-Office ias a 

blockade-runner. The adventures of this daring 
government agent would fill a volume upon 
the story of the Confederacy. It was Ficklin 
who sent the first typographed stamps to the 
Confederate government through the blockade. 
He arranged the contract for these stamps with 
Messrs. Thomas de la Rue & Co.,.of London.

This contract called for stamps of the one 
and five cent denominations.

About this time the Confederate government 
changed its postal rates. As a result the one 
cent orange stamp was never used.

The f i v e  c e n t , printed in blue, was used as 
early as May, 1862. I am unable to state 
definitely at what date these stamps ran the 
blockade. Some authorities place it as early 
as 1861. I do not think they could nave reached 
Richmond before March 1, 1862.

The London printed five cents blue possess 
a wide range of shades. The paper is fine, 
thin, and highly glazed. Not so the local im
pressions, which are printed on a thick paper 
with a rough surface. Their impressions are 
not so fine as’those from England.

One process of determining whether your five 
cent blue typographed stamps are of the London 
or local print, is to immerse the stamp in warm 
water, and then dry in the sun. If the gum
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remains on the back and if the stamp, after 
drying, presents a wrinkled appearance, you 
have a London typographed stamp. The same 
process leaves no residue of gum on the backs 
of the locally printed stamps.

Towards the middle of 1862, the risk and often 
the loss of stamp consignments from Messrs. 
De la Rue & Co., through the blockade, be
came so great that the Confederate Post-Office 
Department bought outright the plates of the 
stamps and successfully transported them to 
their seat of government.

This change of base dates the difference 
between the London and the local prints.

From this time no interruption took place in 
the issue of the stamps from the General Post 
Office. The new emission appeared about 
October 25, 1862.

Late in the next year the rate of postage was 
raised and therefore many of the locally printed 
five cent blue will be found in pairs on the 
original envelopes.

This rise in postage was, in part, the occa
sion of the “ ^surcharged " stamps. A litho
graphic transfer from the design of the five 
cent was made ; the word f i v e  was erased and 
“ T E N  ” substituted. Each t e n  on the different 
stamps of the plate is not strictly uniform with 
every other.

Another adaption was the ten cent carmine. 
The letters of the word TEN  here differ with 
the letters of the woid c e n t s . They are shorter, 
more irregular, and heavier. The genuineness of 
of this latter stamp is doubtful.

Other “ surcharges" of this kind have appeared 
that are undoubtedly of fradulent origin.

The financial status of the Confederacy was at 
a very low ebb at this time, and the backs of these 
stamps were often used for advertising purposes.

Some of these little advertising mediums aie of 
great interest, rarity and value.

THE ENGRAVED STAMPS.
The awakened interest in the issues of the 

Confederate States of America is very pleasing 
to those who have paid particular attention and 
devoted considerable study to these stamps. 
Too little general attention has been given to 
the subject. Too many are apt to turn over 
the half filled sheet of the Confederate govern
ment issues with a desultory glance. Too 
manv philatelic writers and critics arc accus
tomed to term philatelic investigation on this 
subject, old and uninteresting. In 1888, in a 
paper upon the “ Government Postal Issues of 
the Confederacy,” Major E. B. Evans stated 
that these stamps had “ received from philate
lists as little attention, perhaps as those of any 
State in the world.” This statement was quite 
correct and is very largely true to-day. But I 
am gratified to find that ten years have changed 
the aspect of philatelic study; that the press 
of the South has entered upon a career of prac
tical efficiency and in that revival has taken up 
the thorough investigation of the Postal Issues 
of the Confederate States of America.

In the present series of papers we now come 
to a discussion of tne engraved stamp. This 
stamp is doubly interesting because of the course 
ot events contemporary with its issue. The 
last paper that had been sent by England to 
tne Confederate Government was captured by a 
Yankee blockader. This was chiefly bank-note 
paper. It was later utilized by the United 
States Government in printing specimens of its 
postal currency. Accordingly all the paper 
utilized, for the engraved stamps was secured 
from New York or manufactured in a Govern
ment mill near Columbia, S.C.

The firm of Archer and Daly was formed for 
the manufacture of the new engraved stamp of 
the Confederate Government, The bun of 
Davis on the ten cent bine is a finely executed 
engraving from a photograph taken for the pur
pose. 1 he die was made by Mr. Archer. The 
new stamp appeared in January 1863. A second 
die was executed by another engraver of the 
firm, an improvement on the first, and we have 
the more common roc. blue. Both plates were 
used conjointly, but the die of the TEN was 
early injured in the process of transfer and 
finally abandoned.

YVe have 10c. BLUE, DIE A ; 10c. BLUE 
H it. B, and the 10c. BLUE with outer line. 
The roc. blue, with the line around antedates 
Die B. Specimens of this stamp date as early 
as April, 1863. I divide the die differences of 
these stamps as follows:

Die A, showing flaw, a division of the beard 
and a lessened filling of the hollows in the outer 
edges about the scroll work.

Die B, no flaw, no division of the beard and 
a greater attention given to the outer edges of 
the scroll work. YY'e find the paper of these 
stamps to be of two varieties of texture. Pure 
blue, bluish green and greenish blue are the 
prevalent shades of these stamps, existing on 
both the thick and the thin paper. I have also 
seen rare shades in dull blue and chalky blue 
on thick paper. The bluish green on the thick 
paper is a very rare shade. Do not expect to 
readily find all of these shades since some of 
them are as rare as the TEN.

The 2c. rose was issued in the middle of the 
year 1863. The small demand was supplied 
by few printings and there is but a slight range 
of colour. I give the date, 1864, to the 20c. 
green. This stamp presents many interesting 
shade varieties.

The contract of Archer and Daly expired in 
1864. This contract was not renewed and the 
priming of the stamps that were used during 
later days of the Confederacy was done by Keat
ing and Ball, of Columbia, S.C.

The question of perforation furnishes an eligi
ble item of philatelic interest and discussion. 
There were never any official perforated issues 
of the Confederate States. Sheets of each 
value were perforated by the Confederate Post 
Office Department as an experiment. The 
machine used was worked by hand. It was slow 
and unwieldy. The South was at war. Time 
was vital. Therefore the unperforated stamp
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remained in use and the few perforated speci
mens were exhibited as curiosities in the de
partmental headquarters. When the offices 
at Richmond were vacated and the Government 
fled southward, the majority of these perforated 
specimens were lost. Specimens of the 10c. 
blue had, however, previously been sent as 
curiosities to the heads of the various depart
ments 01 the Confederate Government and from 
these perforated sheets were eventually used for 
postage. Among other similar philatelic curio
sities are to be classed the privately rouletted 
and perforated stamps.

I wish to again refer to the inverted A in the 
ioc. blue lithographed stamp to which friend 
Dietz takes exception in the January issue of 
the Virginia Philatelist. In the peculiarity ie- 
ftired to the “A” of “STATES” is not an “A 
at all but an inverted “V” and is found in all 
the specimens of the first issue, 10c blue litho
graphed. I have classed this stamp as Die A. 
As I have previously said Die B shows an at
tempt to correct the typographical error in the 
first issue.

Another distinguishing feature of the early 
and later issues of this stamp has aided me in 
forming an opinion upon the existence of tne 
two dies.

Thus, in Die A the curving line above the 
words “Confederate States” is broken imme
diately above the first “T ” in “States.” In Die 
B this line is almost always unbroken. The 
defect in the completed engraving of the early 
issue of this stamp was realized by the Post 
omce Department but the demand necessitated 
an immediate supply and the stamp fulfilled its 
purpose until a better could be made.

I am indebted to a co-worker in the broad 
philatelic field of the Postal Issues of the Con
federate States for the following table of com
parative rarity of used copies of the Confederate 
issues, with which I will conclude :

1. 10c. blue, engraved, perf.
2. ioc. blue, engraved, outer line.
3. 2c. green, lithographed.
4. TEN c. blue, engraved.
5. ioc. red lithographed.
6. 2c. rose, engraved.
7. 20c. green, engraved.
8. ioc. blue, lithographed, Die A.
9. ioc. uiue, lithographed, Die B.

10. 5c. blue, lithographed.
11. 5c. green, lithographed.
12. 5c. blue, typographed, local print.
13. sc. blue, typographed, London print.
14. 10c. blue, engraved.

A lso  R e c e iv e d  :—
The London Philatelist .......  London.

„ Philatelic Record..............................
„ M onthly Jo u rn a l ..............................
„ „ Circular.............................  „
„ Stamp Collector? Journal, Bury St.Edmunds.

The Junior Stamp Collector .....Birmingham.
Stamps ................................................. ..Rusbden.
The Ontario P h ila te list .St. Catharine's, Ont.
Edw ard? Philatelic Press L is t .......... Montreal.
The American Journal ..................... New York.

,, Post Office.....................................  „
,, Metropolitan P hilatelist.............  „
„ Philatelic Monthly .....................  „
„ H etald Exchange.........................  „
„ N ew  York P h ila telist.................." »  *  V  '  ,V *  » • * • a • »  > 4 • • 4 4 4 * jy

„ Virginia „ .......... Richmond, Va.
„ Tennessee „ .......Knoxville, Tenn.
„ International „ .......... St. Joseph, Mo.
„ Eastern „ .......Newmarket, N.H.
„ Lone Star State „ .............. Waco, Tex.
„ Boston Stamp Book ......... ....Boston, Mass.
„ Perforator .....................Federalsburg, Md.
„ Weekly Philatelic E ra  .......... Portland, Me.

MekeePs Weekly Stamp N ew s .......St. Louis, Mo.
Filalelic Facts and Fallacies, San Francisco, Cal.
Der Philatelist......................................... Dresden.
Die Berliner Briefmarken Zeitung  ......... Berlin.
„ Deutsche „ „ ........ Leipzig.
>1 Post ....................................................  „

Der Wegweiser f i i r  Sam m ler ...........................
Das Offertenblatt ..................................... „
Le Timbre-Poste ......................   Brussels.
„ Timbropkile B e ig e ......................................

La Revue Postale ......................................Geneva.
Le Timbrophile P oitevin .......................... Poitiers.
Le Courrier des Timbres-Paste .......... St. Etienne.
L'Echo dc la Timbrologie..........................Amiens.
Corriert dei Francobolli ..............   Turin.
Revista del Francobollo ................   Rome.
La Timbrologia Espahola..............  ..S. Domingo.
O Philatelista do Occidents..... .................... Porto.
Le Timbrophile A th in ie n .................... Athens.
Nordisk Filatelisk Tidsskrift...........Copenhagen.
Nederlandsch Tijdschrift ..................The Hague.
La Revista Postal ........................ Buenos Ayres.
Revtsla Philatelica do B ra s il .......Rio de Janeiro.
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We are informed that an International Philate
lic Exhibition will be held in Manchester next 
July under the auspices of the Manchester 
Philatelic Society.

The prospectus will be ready early in Novem
ber, and we feel sure that Philatelists will give 
their hearty support to the undertaking.

Dr. Diena has seen the to lire unpaid letter 
stamp of Italy with the figures of value reversed, 
with figures inverted we have known this stamp 
for a long time.

Mr. Rruck is the proud possessor of a block 
of 18 90 reis, Brazil 1843 issue. The block is 
surrounded by a fine line which seems to indi
cate that only 18 stamps of this value were pr.nted 
on a sheet. Taking into consideration the 

* wording of the decree for this issue, that they 
were printed in sheets of 60 stamps and knowing 
that 60 reis was the value mostly used we must 
come to the conclusion that all the three values

were printed on the same sheet and most likely 
in the following order: —

18 30 reis 
24 60 reis
18 90 reis

A vertical strip of two 30 and one Co reis is 
already known.

The 1892 issue of Sweden is extremely rich 
in watermark varieties. We have found the 
watermark inverted, sideways and oblique, some 
without ; the 3 ore value exists even with 
double watermarks.

The id., 3d., 4d., and Gd. values of Prince 
Edward Gland hav e been used cut in half.

It is said that the sheets of the 30 cents of 
Argentine 1898 issue contain one stamp showing 
the error 03 instead of 30.

The Philatelic Exhibition of Paris in the year 
1900 will be opened in August.

It is stated that the Postmaster-General has 
under consideration a proposal originating with 
a leading official of the Post-office at Edinburgh 
for extending, simplifying, and cheapening the 
express delivery of letters. The chief feature 
of the scheme is that any letter, letter-card, or 
postcard to which the sender affixes a halfpenny 
stamp (in addition to the ordinary postage), 
shall, on reaching the town to which "the same is 
addressed^ be at once delivered as if it were a 
telegram, in fact, by a special messenger, instead 
of being kept over for delivery in the usual way 
by the ordinary postman at a stated time. The 
official who has propounded the scheme is of
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opinion that the concession to public conveni
ence could be given without any loss whatever 
to the Department, as the extra fee would more 
than meet the additional cost of special delivery. 
Letters, letter-cards, or postcards, treated under 
the proposed rule would be posted in the usual 
way, and would be regarded by the Post-office 
as ordinary correspondence until reaching their 
destination, when they would at once become 
express, and be handed over to the telegraph 
delivery branch for special delivery. The sug
gestion is that the rule should only be in opera
tion from 8.30 a.m. till g.30 p.m. on weekdays, 
and not at all on Sundays.

An Italian engraver formerly employed in 
the post office at Alexandria has been, arrested 
on the charge of forging postage stamps. At 
his house were found forged Egyptian stamps 
first issue, unpaid letter stamps, i, 2, and 5 
piastres, etc,, also some watermarked sheets ot 
the first issue of Egypt.

J. W. Scott has a strip of three 1 pe-o Chile 
not rouletted horizontally.

Penny postage has been established between 
Delagoa Hav and the Transvaal.

An Australian correspondent to a French jour
nal is dissatisfied with the term “Philatelist.” 
According to his ideas the word is meaningless 
and he proposes to use the following as contain
ing all that is neccssarv : '‘i'ltiUi.ii’mf'intixifscomix- 
ftujraphist.” We quite agree with him it con
tains all that is necessary, and if it docs not, 
well—it should—to say the least, any way we 
strongly object to elongate it any further.

The Central Expert Committee of the Ger
mania Club offer to examine all 27 paras Mol
davia free of cost, as some marvellously executed 
forgeries ot ttiis extremely rare stamp have been 
found much to the grief of their proud posses
sors. They also offer to buy any quantity of 
old Moldavian obliterations on letter without 
stamps, especially “FOKSCHAN1” in a double 
circle.

<0oBernmenf *Wtff t>ro6ft6f& 
J5eff f0e £)6sofefe Cpero&tcaf

Postmaster-General Smith has been under 
such strong pressure from the stamp collectors 
of the world for the newspaper and periodical 
stamps since their use was discontinued that he 
has been almost persuaded to yield. It was 
the original intention of the post-office depart
ment to destroy all these stamps and leave none 
in existence except those attached to old vouchers 
for second class postage and those which have 
illegally got out of the custody of the post
office department into private collections. The 
periodical stamns have for years been attached 
to stubs in the post-offices and cancelled by the

postmasters when postage upon periodicals was 
paid by the publisher. The use of stamps for 
this purpose, when the whole transaction was 
simply a matter of bookkeeping, was so obvi
ously unnecessary that the post-office appropria
tion bill for the current fiscal year abolished 
their use and required the records to be kept 
in substantially the old form, but without the 
stamps.

The measure became law on June 13 and 
was communicated to postmasters five days later 
with instructions to retain the stamps in their 
hands until direefions should have been given 
by the department for their disposition. Many 
postmasters at once wrote letters to the depart
ment asking the privilege of buying the stamps 
at their face value. They applied in some 
cases on their own behalf and in other cases on 
behalf of philatelists who had heard of the new 
law. The periodical stamps are larger than 
ordinary postage stamps and of unusual beauty. 
They range in value from the small denomina
tions of one and two cents up to single stamps 
representing &100. Few have ever got out of 
the custody of the post-office department, be
cause it is contrary to law, but a venturesome 
postmaster has occasionally sold one to an en
thusiastic collector and the standard sets given 
to foreign government have sometimes tound 
their way into the market.

Some curious incidents have arisen in regard 
to these foreign government sets. They were 
distributed gratuitously to all the separate postal 
jurisdictions in the postal union. Some of the 
smaller and more thrifty governments under
took to convert them into cash at their face value 
and the post-office department received several 
enquiries whether a stamp for $550 or $100 would 
be redeemed at the department for that amount. 
The reply was emphatically in the negative, 
because the government had never received 
value for the stamps. The law prohibits the 
sale of stamps except for their face value in 

I any case, but a plan is under consideration at 
I the post office department to dispose of sets ot 
j these periodical stamps at a uniform figure con

siderably below the nominal value. Assistant 
Attorney-General Tyner is of the opinion that 
they have ceased to be stamps within the mean
ing of the law, since they can no longer be used 
for postage under any circumstances, and that 
the Postmaster-General is justified in disposing 
of them on such terms as he thinks proper.

A circular was issued last week to each post
master requesting all the stamps to be sent to 
the department, but holding out the following 
hope that they would reach the market for collec
tors :

“The department will probably soon make ar
rangements to sell to collectors or other persons 
who may desire them, the newspaper and period
ical stamps to be sent here under this order ; 
but no assurance as to this can now be positively 
given. As soon, however, as the matter is deter
mined upon, public announcement of it will 
be officially made.” •
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7  he project under consideration at the depart
ment, although not yet adopted, is to gather 
complete sets of the stamps for some such sum 
as $10 and perhaps incomplete ones for a smal
ler sum. It is estimated that about 25,000 com
plete sets can be made up and a great many 
more sets of the smaller denominations. There 
are said to be 500,000 stamp collectors in the 
world, so that a goodly portion of the sets offered 
are likely to be absorbed at a reasonable charge. 
— Springfield lie publican.

tfJenofctcaf Jlfamps OTiffftrawn 
Srom QJec*

We publish herewith some clippings from New 
1 ork papers on the subject of the discontinu
ance, after July 1st, of the use of newspap r 
and periodical stamps. The statements con
tained in these clippings are not strictly accurate 
as stamp collectors will readily perceive, and in 
the stamps referred to in one of the clippings as 
having been removed from one of the offices in 
Washington, our readers will recognise the 
traudulently perforated proofs which were placed 
on the market about a year ago, under the guise 
of special prints by the Bureau of hngraving 
and Printing, from the plates of the American 
Bank Note Co.

The question now arises whether the Po-t- 
master-General has the right to discontinue the 
use of periodical stamps, as the law of 1874 dis
tinctly states that the postage on newspapers and 
periodicals as second-class matter shall be pre
paid by stamps. One of the contentions of Mr. 
Rosenblatt, the attorney for the stamp fraternity, 
in its detence of the suit instituted by the Govern
ment for the recovery of certain newspaper 
stamps, was that not only could the Government 
not claim possession of the stamps on the 
strength of the circular of the Postmaster-Gene
ral prohibiting their sale to the public, but that 
this order of the Postmaster-General was ille- # 
gal, and that his refusal to sell these stamps to 
the public on demand was in direct violation of 
the U.S. statutes. These statutes demand that 
postage stamps be sold to the public, and no 
distinction is made under any law enacted by 
Congress between the stamps which pay postage 
for newspapers and those which serve the same 
purpose for other classes of mail matter.

“Second-Class Postage to be Paid in Advance 
in Cash Hereafter.”

“Postmaster Van Cott has been notified by 
the Post Office Department at Washington that 
on and after July 1 the use and printing of news
paper and periodical postage stamps will be dis
continued, and the Postmasters will collect in 
money the postage on second-class mail matter 
sent in bulk by publishers and news agents. 
The order directs that this postage must be paid 
in cash.

‘“ No credit,’ it reads, ‘is ever to be allowed 
for newspaper or periodical postage, but for 
convenience the Postmaster may receive from 
a publisher or news agent a deposit of sufficient 
money in advance to pay for more than a single 
mailing.”

“Under the present system publishers and 
news agents mailing second-class matter in bulk 
buy periodical stamps to the amount of the po t- 
age requited. These are not affixed to the mat! 
matter, however, but are retained in the Post 
Ontce and pasted in a record book, for the rea
son that there is a postal law prohibiting persons 
other than Post Office officials from having the 
stamps in their possession. As a result ot this 
law, and the consequent difficulty in obtaining 
them, the newspaper and periodical stamps are 
highly valued by stamp collectors and dealers, 
and their value will naturally be considerably 
enhanced now that no more of them arc to be 
printed.”

“After July 1 Second class Mail Matter Must be 
Paid for in Cash.”

“An order has been issued by the Post Office 
Department at Washington di continuing the 
use and printing of newspaper and periodical 
stamps, which are highly valued by stamp col
lectors, on and after July 1. Thereafter Post
masters will collect in money, for which they will 
give receipts, the postage on second-class mail 
matter sent in bulk by publishers and news 
agents,

“ 1 his postage must be paid in cash, for the 
order says that ‘no credit is ever to be allowed 
for newspaper or periodical postage, but for con
venience the Postmaster may receive from a 
publisher or news agent a deposit of sufficient 
money in advance to pay for more than a single 
mailing.’

“Heretofore publishers and others sending 
second-class matter in bulk have paid for period
ical stamps, which were retained at the post 
otnees and posted in a record book. The-c 
stamps were highly valued by stamp collectors 
and dealers on account of the difficulty in ob
taining them, there being a postal law prohibu- 
ing any but jx>st offices from having them m 
their possession.

“Several persons within a year have been 
arrested for having sets of these stamps or offer
ing them for sale, and not long ago a prominent 
head of department in Washington was removed 
from office for allowing sets of the stamps to 
leave his custody.

“ They were traced to this city and the man 
having them in-his possession was arre ted. L,y 
reason of all this collectors were obliged to pay 
a big price for the periodical stimp-, and now 
that no more of them are to be printed their 
value will be considerably enhanced.”

From the American Journal of I ’kilatvUj.
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SEPTEM BER 15TH, 1898.

There is every sign that the 
The young autumn trade in stamps will be 
Collector K00^  reports from the United 

. ’ States say that the war has
. c  c  c  e  created a decided boom in the 

the S .5 .5 .S. trade and that stocks are moving 
with a rapidity that has not been 

equalled for years.

We on this side can also congjatulate our
selves on the present healthy state of the market 
and this all the more as there is an undoubted 
proof in the large packet trade doing at present 
that boys, the hope and mainstay of philately 
in the future are taking to stamp collecting 
again. It is about a couple of years since that 
we experienced a large falling off in this class 
of collectors, and without going any further into 
this matter we all know what the consequences 
of such a defection would mean in future years.

On the other hand, however, we should like 
to say a few words on the reason of this defec
tion. It has been said that the unnecessary is
sues were at the bottom of it all, and that boy 
collectors, and for that matter older collectors 
too, were getting sick and tired of all the need
less issues, that appeared in some countries as 
surely as the first of January. In our opinion 
this is absolutely incorrect, the new issues as 
a rule are more pleasing to the eye, hence more 
attractive to beginners, and also to those of 
their friends, that desire to give their young 
friends a pleasure. To throw a side light on 
the actions of the S.S.S.S. we know of one stamp 
shop where the frequenters always insist on the 
latest recommendations of the Society being 
posted in order to know what to buy.

1 ms newly awakened interest of the young 
collector coming at tne same time as remarks 
such as the following which we cull from a con
temporary : “The prices in this country (Nevis) 
have been considerably reduced, owing to the 
quantities thrown on the market by speculators 
w h o  have been forced to unload at any price 
they could get,” fill us with joy, the forcing to 
unload, and the subsequent loss to speculators, 
we may even say with unholy joy. i nese men, 
in a good many instances not even philatelists, 
buying up certain stamps of a country to force 
up prices, and thus to bleed collectors are at 
the root of the evil, and the sooner they are 
cleared out the better. Philately will be all the 
healthier for their disappearance; we don’t 
want them and should be glad to get rid of them.

The partial adoption of Impc- 
Imperial rial penny postage has given a 
Penny strong impetus to the movement 

Postage. in favour of a p:nny post between 
this country and the United 

States. The movement is warmly supported on 
both sides of the Atlantic, and there can be no 
doubt that the reduction would be widely popu
lar, for the volume of correspondence between 
the United Kingdom and the United States is 
already very large, and includes letters from 
many persons to whom the difference between 

and id. in the rate is a matter of import
ance. A vast increase in the number of letters 
passing between the two countries would be 
certain to follow; indeed, a penny letter rate 
to the United States would perhaps pay sooner 
than a penny rate to any one of our own colonies. 
At present we have no means of saying definitely 
what is the attitude of the British Post-office
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towards the scheme, though, inasmuch as it is 
a popular one, it is pretty safe to assume that 
the officials will see many overwhelming objec
tions to it. One may, however, form some idea 
of the attitude of the United States Post-office 
from a statement which has just been made to 
a representative of the “Daily News” by Mr. 
Heath, First Assistant Postmaster-General of 
the United States, who is at present on a visit 
to England. Mr. Heath sees many.advantages 
in the scheme. Many people in America favour 
it, the trade relations between the United States 
and Great Britain are more important than those 
existing between the United States and any 
other country, and the United States have their 
own subsidised steamship lines to England. 
But he doubts the wisdom of the United States 
singling out one European country for such an 
arrangement to the exclusion of all others. He 
admits that they already have special arrange
ments with Canada and Mexico, but those coun
tries stand on a different footing because they are 
in the same hemisphere as the United States. 
A similiar objection may, of course, be raised 
against this country entering into the proposed 
arrangement. But if Great Britain and the 
United States agree to exchange letters at a 
penny apiece, what right has anyone to say them 
nay?

S tance*
From the l^usticertzi'ichen by I.eon Brummer.

The French stamps have always had a great 
attraction for specialists. Interesting discove
ries are made continuously, and the varieties 
of the shades and the colours are the delight of 
the specialist. For their benefit the following 
paper was written.

1849. Republic.
This issue exists in 2 types.
1. The line of the chin forms nearly a right 

angle with the neck.
2. The line of the chin forms an obtuse angle 

with the neck.
These two types can be seen best in comparing 

stamps of the 15c. green with stamps of the 
other values.

Besides there are in this issue very many and 
great varieties in the shades of the paper as 
well as of the colours.

1852. Republic.
Only slight varieties in the shades of the 

paper and of the colours.
1853. Empire.

1 cent, olive : bronze green
grey green
paper greenish and greyish 
background lined horizontally 

5 cent, green : yellow green 
deep green
background lined vertically 
paper greenish 
paper bluish
background lined horizontally 

hardly visible (very rare)

10 cent, brown : red brown
paper yellowish 
background lined horizontally 

(rare)
background lined vertically 

(very rare)
two horizontal lines (instead 

of one) in the outer frame 
at the bottom (very rare) 

the pearl circle broken under 
the neck

all inscriptions and figures 
thin

lower inscription and figures 
thin

25 cent, b lue: paper bluish
20 cent, blue : paper greenish

background lined vertically 
(very rare) 

paper pink
background lined horizontally 

(very rare) 
background dotted 
parts of the B visible under 

• the neck (type of 1852 issue,
very rare)

the pearl circle broken under 
the neck

all inscriptions and figures 
thin

lower inscription and figures 
thin

seagreen and faintly yellowish 
paper (great rarity)

40 cent, urange: vermilion
paper yellowish 

80 cent, carmine : dark red
paper yellowish 
background dotted 

1 frc. carmine: paper yellowish
1862. Empire. Perforated.

1 cent, olive : bronze green
greyish
paper greenish blue 
paper bluish

5 cent, green: Two horizontal lines at the 
bottom (very rare) 

background lined vertically 
(rare)

all inscriptions and figures 
thin . 

yellow green 
paper greenish 
paper bluish

to cent, brown : Two horizontal lines at the bot
tom (very rare) 

background lined horizontally 
(rare)

- the lower portion of the stamp 
1 blotched by too much ink. 
the pearl circle broken under 

the neck
all inscriptions and figures 

thin
lower inscription and figures 

thin
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yellow brown 
paper yellowish

20'.cent, blue: Two horizontal lines at the
bottom (very rare) 

background lined vertically 
background dotted 
instead of lines there are dots 
the pearl circle broken under 

the neck
all inscriptions and figures 

thin
very badly printed, quite 

smeared
background dotted, paper 

greenish (rare) 
paper thick, faintly violet 
paper bluish
the pearl circle printed en 

relief (rare)
40 cent, orange : background lined horizontally 

(very rare)
with a small dot on the nose 

(very rare) no doubt caused 
by defective printing 

paper yellowish
So cent, rose: background dotted, pearl cir

cle broken under the neck 
paper rose coloured

In all these stamps specimens are found, 
which show differences in the distances of the 
neck from the pearl circle, especially this is the 
case in the 20 cent.

1863
1 cent, olive:
2 cent, brown

4 cent, grey:

10 cent, brown

Empire. Laureated. 
paper greenish blue 
very dark brown, paper yel

lowish
background lined vertically 

(rare)
paper greyish
two horizontal lines at the 

bottom (very rare) 
the back of the head not 

clearly printed 
very faint impression 
paper yellowish

20 cent blue : background lined vertically (great 
rarity)

a large dash 4 mm. long on 
the nose, resembling a horn 
(rare)

a similar dash 3 mm, long on 
the forehead (rare) 

pearl circle broken under the 
neck

lower inscription and figures
thin

very badly printed, quite 
smeared

background dotted 
instead of lines dots appear 
the letters NCAIS in the 

upper inscription have an 
extra white line (very rare) 

paper slightly bluish 
paper slightly rose coloured 

(very rare)

30 cent, brown: background lined horizon
tally (rare)

background lined vertically 
(very rare) I

small white vertical dash in 
front of the figure of value 
on the right hand side 

paper yellowish
80 cent, carmine : background lined vertically 

(very fare)
• small vertical white dash in 

front of the figure of value 
on the right hand side 

paper rose coloured
1869. Same.

5 fres. lilac : paper litac coloured
1870. Republic. Bordeaux Print-. Lithographed.
1 cent, olive: paper greenish blue
2 cent, brown: paper yellowish.
4 cent, grey : paper greyish
5 cent, green : paper greenish

paper bluish
20 cent, blue : the distances of the neck and

the pearl circle vary 
the impression is too heavy, 

the inscriptions and the de
sign are hardly recognizable

40 cent, orange: vermilion
yellowish brown 
red
paper yellowish

80 cent, rose : cut into quarters and u-ed in
1870. (Similarly the 40 cent 
was cut in half vertically 
and horizontally, officially 
the 20 cent blue, the 80 
cent was also cut in half and 
fiscal stamps used for post
age, the reason being the 
small supply of stamps of 
small denominations) 

paper rose coloured 
paper greenish (J)

1870. Republic. Head of Liberty engraved.
20 cent, b lue: background lined vertically 

(very rare)
Very bad impression, many 

thin yellowish grey paper, 
white spots

sky blue, greenish blue, slate 
blue

40 cent, orange: background lined horizon
tally the lower inscription 
and figures smeared 

bright vermilion .
two varieties of 4 in 40 
dull yellowish brown 
paper yellowish

1871. Head of Liberty, engraved.
1 cent, olive: background lined horizon

tally
paper greenish blue

2 cent, brown: background lined horizon
tally

very dark brown 
red brown 
paper' yellowish
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4 cent g rey : background lined horizontally
5 cent green: All varieties of shades from very

light to very dark on green
ish, yellowish and white 
paper

10 cent brown background lined horizontally 
on rose:

(small figures)
10 cent brown background lined horizontally 

on rose:
(large figures)

15 cent, brown: background lined horizon
tal! y

(small figures) paper yellowish
very bad impressions 

15 cent brown : paper yellowish 
(large figures)

25 cent blue: background lined horizontally 
(very rare)

background lined vertically 
but only slightly (very rare) 

bad impression, large white 
spots in the upper inscrip
tion

in the year 1870 2 types of 
head have to be collected

1. The line of the chin forms 
nearly a right angle with 
the neck

2. The line of the chin forms 
an obstuse angle with the 
neck

Two lines instead of one on 
one side of the frame (rare) 

the outside line broken in 
some places

the letter N surrounded by 
four lines (rare) 

variations in the figure 2 
Fran without the F 
with a dash to the nose mak

ing it longer
the inner line of the frame 

thicker than the rest of the 
engraving j

the point of the neck shaded 1 
by dots instead of lines j 

the eye white
the forehead enlarged by a 

white spot
all the inscriptions and the 

figures thin 
sky blue 
greenish blue 
slate blue 
paper bluish 
paper greenish

•so cent, brown : background lined horizon
tally

paper yellowish
80 cent, rose: background lined horizon

tally
paper yellowish 

1876. Allegorical figures, 
s cent, green : all the shades possible can be

found
paper greenish 
greenish blue on greenish 

paper (rare)

30 cent, brown: light brown 
reddish brown 
very dark brown

1877. Allegorical figures.
1 cent, black paper light grey

on bluish: paper dull blue 
paper violet blue 
paper greenish (due to ex

terior influence)
2 cent, brown: light brown.

on straw: deep brown 
blood red 
paper white
paper more or less toned

4 cent, brown red brown
on bluish : violet

10 cent, black paper white
on lilac : paper violet 

paper dull rose 
paper greenish (due to ex

terior influence)
15 cent, blue: dull blue 

deep blue 
paper white 
paper bluish 
paper greenish grey

35 cent, b lack: paper dark yellow
on yellow: paper golden yellow

20 cent, red dull red
and green : vermilion

paper apple green
paper yellowish green

1879/84. Allegorical figures.
25 cent, vcllow: brown

1886/90. 
75 cent, black 

on yellow:

light brown 
paper dull yellow 
paper yellow 
Allegorical figures, 
sepia
paper yellow with white specs

WURTEMBERG.
70 Kreuzer issue.

Lately forgeries of this rare stamp have ap
peared and to put collectors on their guard we 
give the following points of difference.

1. The stars in the corners are less clear and 
are larger than those in the originals.

2. There is no inscription in the scroll under 
the coat of arms. The words “Fruchtlos” and 
“treuw” can be easily read in the originals.

3. The mouth of the stag is open in the ori
ginals, whereas it is closed in the forgeries.

From the P hil Fran^aise.
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(Dem feeaneg to Cut
POSTWERTZEICHEN KATALOG, 1898-99, 
by Gebriidei Senf, Leipzic, price 2s. 6d.

The “yellow" Senf has appeared and to judge 
from the cover we have to expect in future a 
new edition every two years.

The style, the printing and paper are the 
same as last year, the illustrations are, perhaps, 
a little clearer. Naturally the number of pages 
has increased, the first part by 42 and the 
second part by 17 pages. We are glad to see 
Shanghai and Livonia have returned to their 
proper place in the catalogue, although in 
reality only local stamps they have been classed 
so long amongst postage stamps, that their 
standing has been quite established. Over 3,000 
illustrations and over 40,000 prices are to be 
found, and this will give some idea of the tre
mendous labour the compilation of this cata
logue must have been. A good many prices 
are tower, great reductions, however, cannot be 
chronicled. Some of the unused European 
stamps are priced higher, especially Russia, Tus
cany, Norwav, France 1852 and 1853/60 issues, 
Belgium 1849— 1861 issues, etc., of British Colo
nies especially: Cyprus, some Capes, Malta, 
etc. West Indians are very much the same as 
in the last catalogue, though some reductions 
have been made. In Hamburg and Liibeck a 
special column exists now for unused stamps 
with o.g., a very good innovation, which might 
be applied to other countries with equal success. 
Barbados txi. CC perf. 12^ at 15s. unused is 
decidedly cheap so is Roumania No. n d . used, 
but enough.

We can strongly recommend every collector 
to buy a copy, the prices are throughout very fair 
and quite in accordance with the present market 
value of stamps.

Cftfe&onta,
i860 Issue.

M. Maury has just published in his Collec- 
tionneur de Timbres-Poste the fac-simile of an 
envelope franked with two stamps, one of New 
South Wales and one of New Caledonia.

The letter was addressed from Port-de-France 
to Martinique via Marseilles.

The first post-mark is “ PORT-DE-FRANCE- 
NOUVELLE-CALEDONIE (25 M ay-i860),” 
the next is on the back a month later “ SHIP 
LETTER SYDNEY 25 JU i860,” at the same 
time the New South Wales stamp was obliterated
N. S. W. The next obliteration is in red as 
usual “ COL. FRANC V. SUEZ AMB. 11 
Sept, i860 “{Colonies franqaises via Suez ambu
lant,” then on the back “ BUREAU MARITIME, 
LE HAVRE 13 Sept, i860” and at last 
also on the back “ S A 1 N T -P IE R R E - 
MARTINIQUE 5 Nov. i860.” This envelope 
confirms what has already been said in the 
Colledionncuer in January, 1893, describing a 
similar envelope in the Donatis collection, that 
special stamps bearing the likeness of the

Emperor were used in New Caledonia, although 
this has been denied very often, because used 
specimens could not be found. In fact the 
envelope in question does not show that the stamp 
has been obliterated, nevertheless it Is quite 
possible that it has served to pay for postage. 
The following we take from the M onileur 
Imperial de la Nouvelle Caledonie el Dependences 
under date of Sunday 18, December, 1859, No. 12.

Letters and newspapers must be prepaid.
Letters for Europe or any other country being 

sent via Australia not exceeding J4oz.—-6d. For 
every additional j£oz. or fraction thereof 6d.

From the 1 st of J anuary 1860 every letter posted 
at Port-de-France must be franked with 1 decime 
(10 centimes), letters not franked with 1 decime 
will not be forwarded to their destination.

(signed) Destrem.
The stamp of 10 centimes was used also to frank 

local letters ; a further notice of the Post office in 
the same paper is as follows :

The decime for every letter delivered by the 
post or handed to the mail packets will only com
mence on the 1st of January, 1860.

Port-de-France, Oct. 15111,1859.
(signed) D estrem.

Lastly there is another notice, which we have 
found in the same paper (No. 14), dated 1st of 
June, i860, which is the date of issue of thestamps 
as follows :

Postage stamps of the Colony can be had from 
the Directeur at the rate of 5 francs for 50 stamps. 
No less than ten are sold at one time.

(signed) Destrem.
The stamps mentioned in this notice cannot be 

those of the eagle type of 10 centimes, the first 
consignment of which was not sent to the Colony 
untilthe 28th of March 1862,besides the wording : 
“ 50 stamps” must apply to the stamps with the 
portrait of the Emperor, which contained this 
number of stamps.

Correspondence*
Brussels, 20th August, 1898.

Dear Sir,
1 thank you for the P.J.G .B . you have 

sent me and in which I have read with interest 
an article on the Geneva stamp “green on white.”

In regard to this question I am of opinion that 
all these stamps have been cut from envelopes, 
and I am quite convinced that all the endeavours 
to prove the contrary will be quite fruitless.

I can furthermore assure you that “not doubt
ful green on white on letters" exist postmarked 
prior to the year 1850.

I also possess specimens on letters dated prior 
to August 1st, 1851, obliterated with the black 
gridiron, also one which is obliterated with the 
usual cancelling die in black.

Yours very truly,
(Madame) C. Capt de la Falconniire.

(We should be obliged if some of our Swiss 
specialists would let us know their view of this 
matter.—Ed. P.J.G .B .)
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The following is now proposed in accordance with 
above:—

Walter Brettschneider, 7, Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, 
Victoria. Proposed by T. II. Hinton, seconded by S. 
C. Skipton.

LIBRARY.
The Hon. Librarian acknowledges with thanks 

Philatelic Record, Aug.—Sept., from Messrs. Buhl and 
Co. ; Montreal Philatelist, August—Rudolph C. Bach, 
Montreal.

SEPTEMBER, 1898, REPORT. 
Honorary President—

His Honour Judge Philbrick, Q.C.
Honorary Vice-Presidents.

Vernon Roberts, Manchester.
Rev. W. Bell, Cork.

President—
II. R. Oldfield, London.

Vice-Presidents—
\V. Dorm NR Beckton, Manchester.
II. L. Hayman, London.

Committee—
F. Empson, Birmingham 
W. Hadlow, London.
W. G. Hawkins, London.
I. E. J oselin, London.
W. B. K irkpatrick, Bournemouth.
W. Matthews, London.
S. C. Skipton, Salisbury.
C. T. Reed, London.
H. Thompson, London.
B. W. Warhurst, London.

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer—
T. II. Hinton, 5, Paultons Square, Chelsea, London,

S.W.
Hon. Exchange Superintendent—

Dr. Marx, 6, Haven 'Green, Ealing, London, W.
Hon. Librarian—

B. W. Warhurst, 15, Paultons Square, Chelsea, 
London, S.W.

Hon. Counterfeit Detector.
W. HadLow, 331, Strand, London, W.C.

Hon. Solicitors—
Messrs. Oldfield, Bartram & Oldfield, St. 

Stephen’s Chambers, Telegraph Street, Moorgate 
Street, London, E.C.

MEMBERSHIP.
Candidates for admission must be over 18 

years of age, and supply at leas: two satisfactory 
references. They will then be proposed for 
election, and if no objection be lodged within 
fourteen days, be duly elected. The entrance 
fee, 2s. 6d. and subscription, 5s., should accom
pany the application, and will be refunded in the 
event of the non-election of the applicant.

NOTICES.
Members are reminded that meetings for exchange 

and other purposes will be held during the coming sea
son from October till May, on the third Wednesday in 
each month, at Essex Hall, Essex Street, Strand. 
The first meeting wilt take place on Wednesday, 
October 19th, at 8 p.m, when it is hoped there will be 
a good attendance of members and friends and that 
arrangements will then be made for the remainder of 
the season. There are a number of subscriptions still 
unpaid, and members'will oblige by remitting same to 
the Hon, Treasurer without delay.

THOS. II. HINTON,
lion. Sec. and Treasurer, 

5, Paultons Square, Int. Phil. Union.
Chelsea, London, S.W.
September loth, 1898.

Suburban Exchange Club.—In spite of the 
effect the hot weather has on philately, the Club 
packets have been in circulation throughout 
the summer, and have maintained a very fair 
level of excellence. Thus in July the packets 
amounted in value to .£1,588 14s. 2d., and in 
August to .£1,474 15s. iod. It is satisfactory 
to note that but little delay in forwarding either 
packets or accounts has occurred through ab
sence from home, etc. Presumably September 
will see a great improvement in {he value of 
packets, and an increase in the roll of member
ship, which now musters about 320; only three 
notices of resignation were received to August 
20, 1898. February accounts have been settled, 
and nearly all those of March. April sheets 
will also be returned within the next fortnight. 
February sales (including suplementary circuits) 
amounted to ,£265 2s. 2d. ; March sales to 
,£241 os. 2d. The list of new members includes 
several residents on the Continent, Australia, 
etc., and sales from the sheets of such foreign 
members will be liquidated either in kind or 
in cash as may be arranged. Very common 
stamps are in little demand, but the rarer varie
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ties, in good, condition, sell well at reasonable 
prices. Collectors, proposing to join, are re
quested to send references with their applica
tions in order that proper enquiries may be 
made, if it is thought necessary. Rules, with 
full information, will gladly be sent on demand 
by the Secretary, H. A. Slade, Ingleside, St. 
Albans.

S h e f f ie l d  Ph il a t e l ic  S o c iet y .—The four
teenth general meeting was held in the Society’s 
room on the 20th April last, at which there were 
present eighteen members and two visitors.

After the minutes of last nreeting were read 
and confirmed, Mr. John Westhorp, 60, Glou
cester Crescent, Regents Park, was balloted for 
and unanimously elected an Associate. The 
Secretary intimated that he had received through 
Messrs. Hilckes and Co., a copy of Mr. Juan 
Mencarini’s work on “The Stamps of the Philip
pine Islands.” The Librarian was empowered 
to purchase “The Stamp Collector” for library 
use. Mr. J. H. Chapman read a paper on “Hol
land and its stamps.” In the course of his re
marks he gave interesting details of the char
acteristics and customs of that country. He 
then proceeded to describe the stamps of Hol
land and her colonies, going fully into details 
of the various issues of stamps, and illustrating 
his remarks by means of his very complete col
lection, which he had brought for the purpose. 
A vote of thanks to Mr. Chapman was unani
mously carried, the meeting was then adjourned 
until ^lay 4th.

The fifteenth general meeting was held in the 
Society's room, Surrey Street, on the 4th May 
last. Mr. Peace (the President) occupying the 
chair.

An exhibition of the stamps of Europe at
tracted a very large attendance of members and 
much interest was shown in examining the 
various collections. The principal exhibitors 
were Messrs. Peace, Hunt and Chapman. The 
collection of Mr. Hunt was particularly notice
able for the completeness of the issues of the 
old German and Italian States, and included 
some very rare stamps. After spending a plea
sant and interesting evening the members ad
journed until the 18th of May.

The sixteenth and last general meeting of the 
session was held on the 18th of May in the 
Society’s room, Surrey Street. There was again 
a large attendance of members and visitors. 
Applications, for membership, were read from 
the following gentlemen, Mr. J. S. Nowill, Rut
land Park, Sheffield, and Mr. Rodgers, High- 
field, Sheffield, for associateship, from Mr. W. 
S. Webb, Walpole, Halesworth. Mr. Wilmot 
Taylor read a most interesting paper, having 
for its subject “Collecting, past and present, 
with comparison of prices.” A hearty vote of 
thanks, proposed by Mr. Peace and seconded 
by Mr. Hunt, were conveyed to Mr. Taylor for 
his valuable contribution. A few stamps were 
afterwards sold by auction, amongst them a few 
sets of the new “Thessaly.” At the conclusion 
of the business the President said “this meeting 
was the last of the session and it might fairly be 
considered as the most successful year the

Society had enjoyed. At the annual meeting 
of 1898-99, the reports of the Treasurer, Librar
ian and the Secretaries would be presented, and 
he felt sure they would bear out what he said, 
he thanked the members for their attendance at 
the meetings and for the hearty support they 
had accorded him during his year of office.

BRITISH EMPIRE.
Barbados. The Monthly Journal chronicles a new 

Registered Envelope with inscriptions somewhat 
similar to the Trinidad Registered Envelope but 
with a notice on the back relating to current 
coin and jewellery.

K.F.. set. blue, inscription red, size G.
Canada. A new Envelope has been issued with the 

head of Queen as on old type of stamps (in use 
1868-97) but frame similar to the new 3c.

E . ic, greenish-grey on white wove, size 148x88mm.
Cape Of Good Hope. We have received from Mr. 

Killick copies of the new halfpenny in the same 
type as the current id., usual watermark and 
perforation.

]4 6 . green.
Cook Islands. Three of the new set have appeared. 

The design consists of a dove flying to left in an 
octagonal frame inscribed ‘ COOK1 at top 
‘ ISLANDS ’ at bottom, ‘ POSTAGE’ at left, 
‘ REVENUE’ at right, the value in figures is 
in each corner. Watermark Star N.Z., Per
forated 11.

ad brown.
6d. purple.
1 1- carmine.

Gibraltar. Morocco. The Registered Envelopes have 
been surcharged like the other stamps.

R .E . acc. black and red, 3 sizes.
India. A new issue of the Post Card has appeared 

with rectangular stamp with hollowed coiners. 
In the centre is the head of Empress and value 
in a straight tablet at bottom.

P.C. ia. blue on buff.
Bundi. A fresh printing has taken place of 

the 8a. and Ir. The new printing is from a new 
type somewhat smaller than before.

The M.f.  has also a redrawn type of the j£a. 
arranged in one pane (8 rows of 15) and with 
the frame lines like the higher values, and a 2a. 
apparently redrawn.

5£a. grey on paper made in Belgium.
2a. emerald ,, ,,
8a. red on while laid.
ir, yellow on bluish laid.

Cochin. The M J. has received the Ip. 
small type like the on paper watermarked 
with Umbrella.

ip. magenta.
Labuan. The Timbre Poste chronicles with surcharge 

in red the following of the Jubilee issue.
ic lilac, red surcharge. _ _

Newfoundland. The 3c. has been issued with 
portrait of the Princess of Wales and the colour

. of the 2c. is said to have been changtd.
2C. c a r m in e .
3c. orange.
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New Zealand. A further supply of 50,000 of the 
2j^d. error * Wakitipu ’ has been ordered. It is 
reported that as soon as the present supply of id., 
4<1*> and 9d. stamps have been used various 
changes will be made in the fresh printings.

The id . will have the4d. design in colour of 
the 9d.

The 4d. will be the same as the current id.
The gd. will lie the colour of the present 4d
A Registered Envelope has been issued with a 

stamp of the 1873 type on the flap.
R .E . 3d. blue, sires F . G. K ,

Queensland. Another of the adhesives has appeared 
with figures in the corners, and the 2_J£d. in a 
new shade.

aid. light red.
3d. olive-brown.

S tra its  S ettlem en ts, /chore. We have received some 
new values of the current type.

ioc. green and black.
25c. ,, lilac.
30c. ,, carmine.

2-$. lilac and „
3$. „  blue.
4S ,, brown.
5$. ,, orange.

Selangor. Two new values have been issued 
here also.

8c. lilac and blue.
50c. green and black.

Western Australia. The Collectiouneur reports the 
following change of colour.

2d. orange.

O TH ER  COUNTRIES.
B razil. The CoUecliomtenr chronicles a new Letter 

Card with stamp of current type and inscribed 
with name ‘ CARTA B IL U E T E —CARTE 
L E T T R E ,’ on the groundwork of the Card are 
the Arms in faint yellow.

L.C. 30or. deep blue aud yellow on buff.
Il is reported that a Commemorative set will 

will be issued in 1900 with 12 values from 10 to 
10,coo reis.

China. We have received the following values of the 
London Print :—

2C. vermilion.
5c. pink-vermilion.

io c . green.
2§. brown-pink and pale yellow, 

green and pale pink.
Wuhn. V\ e have copies of the '/zC. black 

surcharged with Chinese Characters in black and 
with ‘ POSTAGE D U E ’ in black instead of 
carmine.

We also find that on the sheets ‘ Cent. ’ in 
carmine on ic. brown that ihe left vertical row 
the * 2 ’ has a straight tail, while the other 90 
stamps on the sheet have a ‘ 2 ’ with curly tail.

Ecuador. Two more values of the fiscals have been 
found used postally, and some of the 1897-1898 
Fiscal Stamps have been surcharged ‘ COR- 
R E O S ’—‘ O F IC IA L ’ and a new value be
tween the words.

F. P. 50c. lilac.
lA  orange.

Off. 5c. in green on 50c. lilac.
ioc in black on 20c. orange.
20c. „  so*, green.
20C, in red 50$. „

E g y p t. Soudan. It is said that the current stamps 
will be changed as being too large and also be
cause the watermark is something like a cross.

Honduras. According to the A ./ . I ’, there is afresh 
issue somewhat worse than the last. The only 
value so far seems to lie

toe. b lu e . ,
H ungary . According to the Hungarian Official 

Gazette the new issue with value in heller and 
krone was to be ready on July 1st. The set 
consists of 29 values from 1 heller to 40 krone.

Montenegro. The following according to the M.f. 
are the real colour* of the new set.

2n. emerald.
3n. rose-red.
$n. orange-yellow,
711. lilac-grey.

ion. magenta.
I5n. chocolate-brown.
25n. doll blue.

P o r t u g a l .  Lorenzo-Marques. T h e  3o o r . lia s  been
su rch arg ed  in b la c k .

Sor, in black on 30or. blue on salmon.
Mozambique Company. T h e  set h a s  been  su r

c h arg ed  '  14 9 8  ’ — ‘ Centenaric ’— ‘ da India ’— 
‘  1 8 9 8 1 w ith  tw o  lin e s  u n d er 14 9 8  a n d  o ver 18 9 8  
T h e  su rch arg e  is  in

Black surcharge on 23, 50, 200, 3oor. and Post Cards 10, 20r.
Orange ,, 5, 1501.
Violet ,, 10, 15, 20, 7sr.
Green ,, 25, 8or.
Brown ,, ioor.

R o u m a n ia .  T h e  re m a in in g  P o sta g e  D u es h a v e  a p 
p eared  w ith  th e P . R  w a te rm a rk .

P.D  5, 50b, green, wmk. P.R .
S e r v i a .  T h e  fo llo w in g  h av e  a p p e a re d  in  n ew  colou rs.

P.C. 5p. green on buff.
L.C  top. carmine on green.

S p a i n .  A n o th e r  W a r  T a x  s tam p  has ap p e a re d  in 
scrib ed  at to p  1 18 9 8 -9 9  ’  a n d  at bottom  
‘ R E C A R G O  5 c s . ’  ' ih e  d e s ig n  is  th e sam e as 
th e C o lo n ia l B o y  K in g .

W.T. sc. b'ack.
L'kitippines. T h e  fo llo w in g  h a s  b een  ch an g ed  

in  colou r.
ic. carmine.

Porto Rico. T h e  n n . o f  18 9 6  h as been  
su rch arg ed  ‘  I la b i l i t a d o  ’  —  ‘  P A R A  '  18 8 9  
y  99 , in th ree lin e s. T h e  fo llo w in g  h a v e  been 
seen  su rch arg ed  a s  W a r  T a x  S ta m p s  ‘  IM -  
P U E S T O ’— ‘ D E  G U E R R A , ’  an d  som e w ith  a  
fresh  v a lu e  b e lo w  ‘ 2 ( 5 )  C  D E  P E S O . ’ T h e y  
a re  a l l  on  vario u s issues o f  th e  B a b y  K in g  S ta m p s.

im lilac-brown, rose surcharge.
W .T. 2c violet, violet ,»

2C. ,, „  ,, (double)
2 C .  red-brown, violet, surcharge.
SC green, , t ,,
2C. oil 2m. red, ,,
2C. on 5c. green, red ,,
2 C. on 5c. „  „  . „  wiihont4 C DE.
5c. on im. violet carmine „
5c. on iitl ,, ,, „  (double)

U r u g u a y .  W e  h a v e  th e ic .  b lu e  o f  18 9 4  su rch arged  
‘  P R O V I S I O N A L ’ — ' %. ‘  C E N T E S I M O . ’

ic. in black on blue, #
V e n e z u l a .  T h e  O ffic ia l stam ps h a v e  been  issu ed , arm s 

in  cen tre  w ith  o rn a m e n ia l w o rk  o u tsid e  an d  
v a lu e  b e lo w , th e w o rd  * O F I C I A L ’  is ab o ve  th e 
a rm s in  b la ck .

5c. black and green.
10C. ,, red.
23c. „  blue.
50c. ,, yellow.

iA  ,, violet.

ERRORS AND MINOR VARIETIES.
Hong Kong. It is said that there are two sires of 

the Chinese characters on the lately issued ioc. 
on 30c The 18. on 2S sage-green (1st printing) 
is said to exist without the Chinese th traders, 
and both printings exist with a small* A’ in 
‘ DOLLAR.’

Chili. The M etropolitan  chronicles of the I?, a vertical 
strip unrouletted between.

United States. A sheet has been seen of the Ic. green, 
the last row of stamps appealing on laid paper.

(Ruction (geporfs.
The following have held sales since last report:— 

Messrs. Cheveley & Co., 134th sale, August 19th.
„  Buhl & Co., 53rd sale, August 30th and 31st. 

„ 54th sale, September 14th
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(pfltfafefg af )E)ome*!
The Philatelic Record. —London.

NEW ZEALAND.
Mr. E. J. Nankivell can be congratulated on 

the alacrity with which he has studied the pic
torial series of stamps of New Zealand. Especi
ally his observations on the perforations are in
teresting, and we therefore give these in full as 
follows: —

Varieties of perforation are plentiful, for per
foration is Messrs. Waterlow’s one weak point. 
None of their machines—and they evidently 
have several—cut such a clear, regular series 
of holes as the De La Rue machines. Nothing 
could exceed the clean-cut regularity of the De 
La Rue perforations. De La Rue stamps can be 
separated rapidly and even roughly without de
tracting from the effect of the design in the 
separated stamp. The Waterlow perforations, 
on the other hand, are so irregular, that even a 
carefully-separated stamp is considerably marred 
by tue ragged, irregular edge that bad perfora
tion leaves around the design; and this, in 
stamps of great artistic merit, such as several 
of these New Zealand stamps, is a defect that 
the great firm, whose work is so rapidly and de
servedly growing in favour in stamp circles all 
over the postal world, should certainly set itself 
to remedy without delay.

The official statement, adopting, strange to 
say philatelic phraseology, states that the stamps 
are perforated 14 to 15. As a matter of fact, the 
perforations run from 1354 to 16, and within 
those measurements are numerous combinations 
or compound perforations. Apparently a value 
was partly perforated on one machine and 
finished off on another ; and as the machines are 
evidently line-machines, we sometimes get a 
stamp perforated.14J4 x 15, and also 15 x 14*4. 
We append a list of the perforations which we 
have met with thus far,, including those given 
in the Monthly Journal.
<4d., lilac-brown, 16, 15, 14J4. ■
id., light brown, blue centre, 16, 15, 15 x 14,
15 x 14J4.
2d., claret, 16 x 15J4, 15, 15 x 1 4 %, 1 4 %.
2 j4 d . ,  A n t w e r p  b l u e ,  1 5 , 1 4 *4 , I 4 J 4  x  1 5 , U -  
3 d . ,  l i g h t  b r o w n ,  1SJ4> *S-

4d., rose-lake, 15, 14.
5d., dark brown, 15, 15 x 14%, 14%.
5d., brown-lake, 15, 14 x 13J4.
6d., sap green, 15, 15 x 14%, 14.
8d., steel-blue, 15 x i4 ‘4> 14J4- 
9d., lilac, 14, 14 x 13^, 13% x 14. 
is., orange-red, 15, 15 x 14%.
2s., blue-green, 15,15 x 14%, 14%.
5s., 15, 15 x 14J4 , 14*4 x 15-

The Official Gazette fixes the date of issue as 
5th April, 1898.

(pfltfafefg it* ffle Cofontee*
The Montreal Philatelist.—Montreal 

UNITED STATES.
TH E TWO CENT NAVY ERROR.

In the first place, is this a Navy error? Some 
authorities say yes and others no.

For my part I should say n o ; it is, more cor
rectly speaking, a State Department error, and 
should be listed as such—i.e., two cent State 
green, spelt Navy instead of State.

It seems that the two cent value of the State 
Department giving out, a demand was made 
on the engravers for another supply for immedi
ate use.

The set oi two cent. State plates becoming mis
laid, the two cent Navy plates were used and 
printed in green, to correspond with the colour 
of the State Department stamps, which was 
green. In the meantime the two cent State 
plates having turned up and a supply having 
been printed from them, those printed from the 
Navy plates in green, were destroyed, a few 
sheets, however, being saved as a curiosity, 
and it is these that are the genuine error now 
in existence.

This is the explanation given by on old phila
telic journal, on good authority, and seems to 
be a plausible explanation.

J. W. Scott, in the “American Journal of 
Philately,” in 1888 lists it as a State Department 
error, and not a Navy error, though of late yaars 
it is listed by them as a Navy error.

But there are other two cent Navy errors, and 
these are what the collector should look out for.

First, the two cent Navy green error, which
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is no more nor less than some of the trial card
board sheets of the two cent Navy Department 
in green. (The Department stamps were printed 
in various trial colours on cardboard, and these 
have come into the possession of various parties, 
some not so honest as might be expected). These 
are worn down by means of pumice stone and 
acids to a thin paper (so-called), and are  then 
perforated, and it is the perforation that gives 
them away. The regular Government error is 
perforated twelve, while the doctored specimens 
are either ten or eleven.

The second two cent green Navy error is more 
deceiving to the average collector, and, when 
carefully made, often deceives an expert. They 
are the genuine two cent blue Navy Department 
stamp, chemically treated so as to change the 
blue ink into an intense green, exactly like the 
colour of the State Department stamps, and 
can only be distinguished by means of an acute 
eye or powerful lens.

The ink of the genuine has a hard, shining 
appearance, while he doctored article has a dead 
and rough appearance, similar to a lithograph, 
and in most cases the paper has the surface 
coloured a very light green tint.

(pljtfafefg tit t$e
Metals Weekly Stamps News.—St. Louis,

SIERRA LEONE.
PROVISIONALS OF 1897.

Through the courtesy of one of the leading 
philatelists of the country, we are enabled to 
write the following on the value of the types of 
1897 Sierra Leone revenue, used postally. Much 
additional information of interest is also given.

There are really four distinct varieties of type 
in the surcharged provisional stamps of Sierra 
Leone issue of 1897. The 58th Edition Cata
logue gives illustrations of three types. In 
order that the fourth tvpe may be properly un
derstood we will describe them all, adopting the 
Scott Catalogue numbers.

First stating for the information of readers 
who may not be familiar with this particular 
stamp, it is a 2% pence provisional, surcharged 
on 3d., 6d., tsh., and 2sh. Sierra Leone Reve
nues, intended for postal purposes.

The surcharge of the new value consists of 
a numeral 2 followed by the fraction y2 and 
the letter “d.”

Type I. The large figure 2 is of heavy forma
tion with a straight foot, and is easily distin
guished from the commonest variety, there being 
forty-four in a sheet of sixty stamps.

Type II. The large figure 2 is smaller than 
that in type I, it has a straight foot. The small 
2 in the fractional is in .plain Gothic, also 
with straight foot. This is the second degree 
of variety in the sheet as there are ten specimens 
in a sheet of sixty.

Type III. The large figure 2 is smaller than 
that in Type II except that it has a curled foot,

while the small 2 and fraction also has a 
curled foot. This is the rarest variety in the 
sheet and there are only two copies in the sheet 
of sixty stamps.

The other tvpe, not in Scott, was probably 
overlooked on account of its similarity' to Type
III., the large numeral 2 being exactly the same 
with a curled foot. The small 2 in fraction 
Vi is like the small 2 in Type II., 
with a straight foot. These may be classed as 
Type IV. There are four varieties in each 
sheet of sixty, so it is not so rare as Tvpe III.

The comparative rarity of these stamps may 
be computed by a simple mathematical calcula
tion, taking the value of the commonest variety, 
which, in the case of surcharges on 3d. and 6d. 
varieties, range from 62c. (2sh. 6d.) and $1.20 
(6 frs.) The varieties of tsh. and 2sh» stamps 
are very much scarcer.

The Revenue stamps on which this provisional 
was surcharged were in panes of 60 stamps, six 
parallel rows of 10 stamps. It is evident that 
in surcharging, the type available for the pur
pose, only permitted of printing three rows at 
a time, as we find the three bottom rows of each 
sheet the exact repetition of the three upper 
rows.

The two upper rows contain all the varieties 
of Type I. In the third row occur the varieties. 
As the second printing is the same on the three 
lower rows, the sixth row is the repetition of 
the third.

The order of the types as they exist in rows 
3 and 6 are as follows:
I, II, II, IV, II, II, II, IV, III, I,

In a sheet of 60 stamps there are 44 Type I ; 
10, Type II ; 2, Type I I I ; and 4, Type IV.

The Botlon Stamp Book.—Boston.
CHINA.

The following resumd regarding the various 
changes in Chinese postal matters will no doubt 
interest our readers, especially as the article is 
written by a man, who has learned the facts he 
has put down during his long sojourn in China.

Thinking that perhaps a few lines in regard to 
Chinese postal matters might be of interest to 
some of the readers of the Boston Stamp Book 
I offer them simply as facts brought to my atten
tion. Although not personally intere-ted in the 
stamps of this country the following information 
was gathered in connection with other business 
pertaining to the country.

Strange as it may seem to some of us who have 
not studied the stamps of this country, it appears 
that there was no such thing as a postal service 
directly sanctioned and maintained by the 
Chinese Government until Jan. 1, 1897. In 
general, the postal business of the empire, ex
clusive of official Correspondcnce, was in private 
hands and managed much as our express com
panies are at the present time. Back in the 
“sixties” an Imperial Maritime Customs was 
organized under European and American offi
cers, to collect duty on exports and imports de
parting and arriving in foreign vessels. Of
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course this service had its custom houses at all 
the treaty ports. Soon after this they found it 
necessary to establish a mail service for carrying 
their own business correspondence between the 
treaty ports ; and to reduce the expense to them
selves they carried mail matter for outside par
ties, (at a fairly heavy tariff)—but, of course, 
only to the few treaty ports. The vast interior of 
China was not touched. This was known as the 
“Chinese Imperial Customs Post,” but, strictly 
speaking, was not a government affair at ail. 
They made various issues of stamps from time 
to time, using the candarin as the unit of value, 
(i candarin is equal to 1-100 tael or Chinese 
ounce of silver).

Synchronous with this service there were a 
number of local municipal posts established. At 
each of the twenty-odd treaty ports there grew 
up a foreign community, which to a certain ex
tent was self-governing and independent of the 
Chinese government. Many of these estab
lished local post offices for their own convenience 
and use and issued their own stamps, which were 
practically valueless outside the limits of the 
community issuing them. Such are the stamps 
of Chefoo, Chungkin, Hankow, Nanking, 
Shanghai, and Wuhu, and several others.

As a matter of fact, practically all of these 
local stamps, save those of Shanghai and Han
kow, were merely issued to sell to stamp collec
tors and thereby be a means of raising revenue 
for municipal purposes. This view is generally 
taken by those who have been there and studied 
their customs. All used as unit of value the 
cent, meaning thereby the hundredth of a Mex
ican dollar, which until recently was practically 
the only coin circulating in China.

In the autumn of ’96, notifications were cir
culated that on Jan. 1st, ’97, the Chinese Im
perial Customs Post would be reorganized as the 
Imperial Chinese Post, all outstanding candarin 
stamps would be redeemed and a new issue made 
on the dollar basis (silver). Re-organization was 
effected, but for some reason the new stamps 
were not forthcoming as expected. The old 
stamps appeared with surcharges in black and 
apparently made on no definite system, but using 
the new donar standard. Likewise some stamps 
were printed and rejected and some new ones 
appeared that were not in the regular issue be
fore. Whether this mixed lot of stamps with 
various surcharges is called an "issue,” is a ques
tion for philatelists to answer.

At last, after months of waiting, the genuine 
new issue was put on the market the latter pan 
of last year. It contains the following denomi
nations :—j4, t, 2, 4, 5, 10, 20, 30, 50 cents, 
1, 2, 5 dollars. These are silver values, so a full 
set at face costs something less than five dollars 
gold, at present rates of exchange. T here is a 
strong suspicion that the dollar values are solely 
speculative, like the high values of so many 
other countries, and there is very little use tor 
any value over thirty cents on mail matter at 
their present rates of postage.

Immediately after this organization was ef
fected, the Imperial Chinese Post began to wage

war on the various local posts, with the result 
that they now have almost all ceased to operate. 
Hence, their stamps are becoming obsolete and 
will be going up in price. Also the candarin 
stamps of the old Customs Post will not be ac
cepted any longer for postage. Even the pre
sent grandly named Imperial Chinese Post is 
really run by and under the control of the Cus
toms, and is in no sense a national institution. 
This you can easily infer from the fact that there 
are but thirty-three post offices in this great 
empire of nearly 400 millions.

The International Philatelist.—St. Joseph, Mo.
Remainders will always affect the prices of 

stamps, and as long as such surplus stocks are 
in existence it is of the highest importance that 
collectors know of which countries they exist. 
The following list will therefore appeal to the 
interest of all readers.

REMAINDERS.
Remainders in the philatelic sense of the word 

are stamps that have become useless on account 
of a change in currency, government, colour or 
designs. Such stamps are sold in bulk at pub
lic auction or private sale, to some speculator 
01 dealer. In years gone by such lots were 
bought very cheaply, so cheap in fact that some 
of the stamps are sold by dealers under the ori
ginal face value, but that time has passed, as 
recent purchases such as the Nova Scotia, Lee
ward Islands, etc., show. The cheapness of 
many stamps that are really remainders have 
caused many collectors to believe they were 
reprints, but there is a great difference between 
the two, as the remainders are legitimate stamps 
issued for legitimate purposes. 1 have compiled 
the following list of remainders from various 
sources:

Antigua—All stamps of this colony that re
mained in the authorities hands at the time of 
the consolidation of what are known as the Lee
ward Islands (Antigua, Dominica, Montserrat, 
Nevis, St. Christopher, Virgin Islands) wete 
sold to an English dealer in 1892.

Baden—The 1864-68 issue and the three Land 
post stamps are included under this heading, 
though some authorities claim the latter are re
prints.

Bavaria—1870-76 issue, 1 and 3 kr. unpaid 
letter stamps, also return letter stamps.

Bergedorf—All remainders were sold together 
with the plates in 1866. The number of remainders 
were small and the plates were used for making 
reprints when the remainders had run out.

Bolivia—1869-79 issues.
Brazil—The Brazilian government is at pre

sent disposing of all old stamps on hand at cata
logue price, singly or in quantities.

British Bechuanaland—This colony has lately 
been consolidated with the Cape of Good Hope 
and it is rumoured that the stamps left over have 
been sold to an English dealer.

Brisish Columbia—All.
British East Africa—1890-91 issue.
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British Honduras—1888-91 issues (surcharged 
ones only.)

Brunswick—1856-66 issues.
Central American Steamship Co.—Full set.
Ceylon—1 sh. 9d. stamp 1861 perforated. All 

stamps surcharged service.
Colombia—1866, 1 Peso, 1870-1801 issues of 

Bolivar.
Confederate States of America—All.
Corea—1886 5 and 10 m. The rest of this set 

are considered remainders by some, but they 
were never in use at all.

Costa Rica—1863-89 issues.
Cuba—1855-70 issues. Were sold penmarked.
Cyprus—1880 issue surcharged on English 

stamps, including cards, envelopes and wrap
pers.

Dominica—See Antigua.
Germany—Thurn and Taxis, Northern and 

Southern Districts, North German Confedera
tion. German Empire, 1871-74, Alsace and 
Lorraine.

Guatemala—1871-82.
Hamburg—All. These have also been re

printed.
Heligoland—1867-73 issues and the 1, 2, and 

3 pfennig of 1875-90. As the blocks went witn 
them they have been re-printed.

Honduras—1865-78 issues. All the Seebeck 
issues beginning 1889 now offered unused are 
really remainders.

Hungary—3 and 10 kr. envelopes 1871.
India—There are many native stamps to come 

under this heading.
Ionian Islands—Full set.
Italy—1856-63 issues. Some of these have 

been reprinted.
Japan—1871-2 issues.
Liberia—1870 issue.
Lubeck—1861-65 issues. Have also been re

printed.
Mauritius—1849, no value, red, blue and ver

milion, 1859-61, 6d. purple, 1862, 6d., 1863-77 
full set surcharged cancelled.

Mecklenburg-Schwerin—1856-64 issues.
Mecklenburg-Strelitz—Full set.
Mexico—1864-66 issues, 1886-92 1 centavo to 

2 pesos. Porte de Mar stamps.
Modena—AIL
Montserrat—See Antigua.
Nevis—See Antigua.
New Brunswick—1860 issue.
New Foundland—1857-63 issues.
Nicaragua—1862-82. And the Seebeck is

sues since 1890.
North Borneo—1886-92. Were sold both un

used and cancelled to order.
Nova Scotia—1860-64 except 5 cents.
Oldenburg—1862 issue.
Paraguay—1870 ic., 1884 issues.
Parma—1859 Provisional Government set.
Peru—A lot of the provisionals and surcharged 

stamps were disposed of to the dealers a few 
years ago. I have not the complete list at hand.

Persia—1882-83, S an^ 10 francs. Were sold 
both unused and cancelled to order.

Philippine Islands—1859-70 issues.

Prince Edward Island—1865-72 issues.
Prussia—1861-67 issues.
Roumania—1862-66 issues.
St. Christopher—See Antigua.
St. Helena—2d. yellow CA, ish, green CC.
Salvador—1867-74. And the Seebeck issues 

of 1890 and later
Samoa 1877 issue. The set has been reprinted 

since the remainders were sold and a 2d. stamp 
added to the set.

Saxony—1863 issue.
Schleswig-Holstein—1864-66 issues.
Servia—1866-1894 issues.
Spain—Some of the values of 1854, 1856, 1S57, 

i860, 1862, 1865, 1869, 1870-72, cancelled with 
bars.

Stellaland—1884 issue.
Suez Canal Co.—1868 set of four (?).
Switzerland—1881 full set. Were all sur

charged Ausser Kurs.
Turkey—1865-67 issues.
Two Sicilies—Sicily 1859 issue. Naples-Sicily 

1861 issue.
Venezuela—1879-1888 various different stamps.
Virgin Islands—See Antigua.
The Virginia Philatelist.—Richmond.
The following communication by J. Paalzow 

to the above paper deals with a subject, that has 
also with us given people much trouble, and has 
in a good many instances kept them back from 
ordering small articles by post owing to the 
difficulty of remitting small sums of money by 
post. Although we have postal orders, which 
to town people are handy and cheap enough, 
yet country people do not seem to understand 
them fully. A few more values added to our 
own list would make the institution much better 
and as a solution out of their difficulty wc sug
gest to them to try our system.

UNITED STATES POSTAL MONEY- 
ORDER CARDS.

A much-needed Innovation.
During the war of 1861-1865 and the years 

following, until the late seventies, there was in 
use in this country fractional paper currency of 
different denominations such as ,50c. pieces, 
2S cts, *5 cts, 10 cts, and in the earlier vears 
also 5 and 3-cent pieces in paper, which latter 
two, however, soon gave way to the nickel 5 and 
3-cent pieces.

When in those days any one wanted to remit 
an odd amount by mail it was possible to do this 
in the small paper monies, which, when enclosed 
in a letter, passed safely through the mails. 
When the resumption of specie payments came 
about, and the issue of silver fractional currency 
soon drove the paper fractional out of existence.

The need of a medium to transmit and remit 
sums in fractions of a dollar was recognised by 
the Post Office Department, which sought to alle
viate the demand through the Postal Notes, 
which were issued at many offices, but not by 
any means at a majority of the Post Offices in 
the United States. The man at the country 
cross-roads who wants to send 50 cents to a con
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cern in the city buys postage stamps and encloses 
them in his letter. He forgets, however, to 
place the gummed side on an oiled paper, and 
so when they reach the city house one-half of 
them are stuck together and cause the city man 
not only the loss of a good deal of valuable time 
in trying to get them apart, but also cause him 
to say certain words which would make the re
cording angel close his ears in a hurry.

In concerns doing a large mail order business 
where the amount of stamps received is very great 
there is, in nearly all of them, a certain amount 
set aside to allow for stamps received in such 
shape as to be unavailable for use as postage. 
Then to realise the cash for all these stamps the 
firm has to make a sacrifice of from i to 5 per 
cent., and though this seems very small, it counts 
up in the course of a year.

The postal notes have been done away with 
and now only the money-order" business remains, 
but often there is in a county only one of these 
offices.

The money-order system which now prevails 
in this country is a rather complicated piece of 
machinery, and to obtain an order one has to fill 
out an application in writing. This, to people 
who handle their pens in office and store all 
day long, looks like very little trouble, but to 
our cousin in the country who is more familiar 
with the hoe handle than a penholder, this in 
itself proves a bug-bear when he wants to send 
a small amount. Then again, as said before, 
only a limited number of Post Offices are money 
order offices so that to obtain such an order the 
farmer has to go perhaps 10 or 15 miles in the 
more sparely settled parts of the country.

The Express companies, ever ready to draw 
patronage and business to themselves, issue 
money-orders and through their efforts to make 
their orders a convenience to the public, must 
have cut very seriously into the revenues the 
government ought to derive from the transmis
sion of money.

Why cannot the government come to the re
lief of the people by issuing a Postal Money- 
order Card for sums of less than one dollar.

If farmer Jones in Brownstown wishes to 
send to John Smith and Co. in New York fifty 
cents for their valuable publication of “How to 
get rich in five years by raising poultry,” he 
would simply purchase a card from his local 
post office at a cost of two cents, place upon 
tMs card 50 cents worth of stamps, fill out and 
direct his card, write his order on the back of 
it, and the transaction, as far as he is concerned 
is over.

The operation saves him the necessity of buy
ing a sheet of paper and an envelope, which 
again to the city man is a mere bagatelle, but 
to the farmer who buys them by the single sheet 
and single envelope, this saving represents two 
cents.

The postmaster at Brownstown would cancel 
the stamps affixed to the ca rd ; the postmaster 
at New York, upon presentation and surrender 
of the card, would pay John Smith and Co. 50 
cents, and in his accounts with the Department 
turn in the card as a voucher for 50 cents paid 
out. The P. O. Department now carries cards 
for one cent, so by making the cost of this card 
two cents the government would get one cent 
extra on every card carried, which would surely 
pay for the trouble of counting and verifying 
the cancelled cards and the number of extra 
stamps used. The amount being limited to 
sums of less than one dollar, would make it 
possible to let even the smallest offices in the 
country redeem cards, for it is not often that 
such small amounts are sent from the city to the 
country. In exceptional cases this may be so, 
but it would hardly seem probable that cards 
of greater value would come to a small office 
than the receipts of the office would represent.

No receipt should be required ; the card itself, 
with cancelled stamps attached and plainly post
marked with the mailing and also the receiving 
point ought to be prima facia evidence, and no 
card should be payable at any other place than 
at the office at which the addressee of the card 
receives his mail.

The size of the card should be the same as the 
large card of the 1892 issue. It requires this 
size to allow the space reserved on the right hand 
for the placing of the stamps, viz.: space for 
three rows of four stamps each. Every post 
office in the country keeps 10 cts. stamps so 
that with the space reserved for 12 stamps, the 
space ought to be sufficient to place enough 
value on the card to make the amount up to the 
prescribed limit, but where one card would be 
used to remit 99 cents, one hundred would be 
used to remit 25 or 50 cents.

It seems to me that this plan is so simple and 
so practicable that anyone would be convinced 
of its benefits, and on the other hand I cannot 
see wherein there can be any loss to the Depart
ment by its use. If the card went through the 
mail with the stamps uncancelled!, then, of 
course, it would offer a temptation to steal the 
stamps, but as they are cancelled and the amount 
of the card only payable to the addressee at the 
office where addressee lives, there would be no 
inducement for its being lost in transit.

Publishers of the smaller papers would cer
tainly be benefited by it, as now remittances 
have to be made in stamps while a postal money- 
order card, redeemable at the P. O., would give 
them “the cash for which we all sigh.” The 
country postmaster would no doubt hail this 
scheme with delight, for it would give him the 
benefit of the stamps cancelled at his office, the 
amount of cancellation forming the basis of his 
salary.
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Mr. William Brown leaves on his usual Autumn I 

business trip on Oet. 31st. For the towns visited I 
and the dates see last page of the P.J.G.B. Adve- '
tiser. --------■ ■

The colour of the $50 documentary stamp is 
said to be stone.

The Hawaiian Department of Foreign Affairs 
stamps have all been sold to one firm at face 
value, the amount paid being stated at over 
£1,000.

Rio Grande do Sul as well as Parana, two of 
the states forming the Republic of Brazil are 
going to issue their own stamps.

Two more “Post Office” Mauritius have been 
found, this time at Bombay.

“All our geese are swans,” so thinks Editor 
Sellschopp, of Filatelic Facts and Fallacies. 
What we considered a small note he considers 
an article. Though we admire his bright little

paper and have always ranked it amongst the 
itetter class of American journals, really we 
cannot agree with him in the present instance. 
Fifteen line pars are not articles on this side 
of the pond, whatever they are on the other and 
of >uch scraps of information we do not bind 
ourselves to give the source.

United States Proprietary stamps of the values 
of 1 7/8c. and 3#c. are shortly to be issued. 
These are intended to pay the new tax on 75c. 
and #1.50 proprietary articles.

The documentary U.S. stamps of the value 
of 2 C. arc now printed in sheets of 216 stamps in
stead of 200 as before.

The report of the Postmaster-General of Great 
Britain for the year ending March, 1898, shows 
a profit of £3,421,000.

Two entire sheets of the 10 and 20 centimes 
of the first issue of Belgium with framed water
mark have lately been found in Antwerp.

Messrs. Wickhart and Kuttner have decided 
to discontinue the publication of the Stamp 
Auction Reporter. Never having received any 
copies for review we cannot say whether we 
regret the discontinuance or not, the names of 
the editors, however, lead us to believe the work 
w.1s done conscientiously, if unsuccessfully.

We thank Mr. F. J. Laurie for the full size 
photograph of the rare Millbury Local. It is 
a very good idea to have such rarities reproduced 
in their original size, a collection of them would 
everywhere cr°at the greatest excitement.
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San Francisco seems to have the greatest area 
of all towns. Lately we saw an envelope ob
literated Philippine Station—Aug 6, 1898—San 
Francisco, Cal. The Philippine suburb is 
rather a long way off.

Mr. Luff calls the 4 cent. Omaha a “terrier 
chasing a pig." Officially it is designated “In
dian hunting buffalo.”

In connection with the visit of the German 
Emperor a German post office has been opened 
on the 1st inst. at Jaffa.

<J)mafia JJfampe nof fo fie n)tffiiran)nt
We were informed a few days ago that the 

Government had issued a circular to Postmas
ters, instructing them to discontinue requisitions 
for Omaha stamps.

The conclusion drawn by our informant was 
that the issue of Omaha stamps was to be sus
pended, and as this seemed unlikely to us, we 
addressed the Postmaster General as follows on 
the subject:
Hon. Charles. Emory Smith,

Postmaster General,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir,—We have been informed that or
ders have been issued to postmasters 10 discon
tinue, at least for the present, all requisitions 
for the Omaha or Trans-Mississippi stamps.

As it was originally intended and announced 
that these stamps were to be sold at al1 post 
offices until December 31 of this year, we would 
be obliged if you would inform us whether it 
is intended to revoke the original decision, or 
whether the present order is only a temporary 
measure, made necessary by the amount of 
work thrown upon the shoulders of the Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing through the issue of 
Revenue stamps.

We thank you in advance for your reply to 
our request, and remain,

Yours truly,
Scott Stamp and Coin Co., L’d.

We have received the enclosed reply from 
which our readers will see that Omaha stamps 
will continue in use as originally intended, until 
December 31, 1898. The amount which can be 
turned out by the Bureau, as indicated by the 
official letter which we quote, will no doubt be 
sufficient to supply all demands.

“Copy of circular sent by Department, when 
orders cannot be filled—Bureau can only issue
1,000,000 2c. and 400,000 of all other kinds daily 
and is several days behind hand filling limited 
orders—issue not suspended, but limited.

Post Office Department,
Office of the Third Assistant Postmaster-General. 

Stamp Division.
Washington, D.C.

The Treasury Department having announced 
its inability to supply the Trans-Mississippi 
Stamps in sufficient quantities to meet the de

mands of postmasters, your requisition for such 
stamps has been cancelled. If there were upon 
that requisition any postal cards or stamped en
velopes, that portion of the order will be filled 
immediately; and, as it is uncertain when it 
may be possible to secure the Trans-Mississippi 
stamps, you should, if your stamp supplies are 
low, make requisition tor ordinary stamps on 
the white form, 3201. If the patrons of your 
office at a later period desire the Trans-Missts- 
sippi stamps, you can order them, and they wul 
be sent you at the earliest possible moment.

Anv requisition for Trans-Mississippi stamps 
in future should call for these stamps only. Ow
ing to the fact that these requisitions will be 
held indefinitely, you can understand that you- 
postal cards and envelopes will be secured with 
much greater promptness if they are not in
cluded on the yellow blank, form 3201—Omaiia.

As stated in circulars heretotore, no requisi
tion for the Trans-Mississippi stamps will he 
filled when ordered on the white form.

.dl communications as to Internal Revenue 
Stamps should be addressed to the Commis
sioner of Internal Revenue. The Post Office 
Department does not furnish them.”

John A. Merritt,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

From the American Journal of Philately.

Cfaggificafton of (Boffccfors fig one of 
ffiem.

Highest social position—Collectors of used 
postage stamps.

Second social position—Collectors of unused 
stamps.

Third—Collectors of revenue stamps ; men 
who remove stamps from beer barrels, claret 
bottles, etc.

Fourth—Government envelope fiends.
Fifth—Postal Card chasers.
Sixth—Collectors of literature about postage 

stamps.
Seventh—Collectors of United States “locals,” 

that is stamps used by private firms prior to 
1 8 4 7 -

Tourist (who calls at village post-office for a 
registered letter): “But why can’t you let me 
have it ?”

Postmaster: “Have vou proof of your iden
tity r  '

Tourist: “No.”
Postmaster: “Don’t you know anyone in the 

village ?”
Tourist: “No.”
Postmaster : “Have you a photograph of your

self, or anything?”
Tourist: “V'es.”
Postmaster (comparing photo with original): 

“Certainly, sir, it’s you. I’ll get you the letter.”

On the door of a local post-office in a small 
village in Oxfordshire a notice was found at
tached. ‘Have gone fishing ; will be back in 
time to sell stamps.”
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Cafafogues*
When we discussed the “yellow” Senf in tair 

last number we mentioned that the next issue 
of this catalogue would only be published in the 
year 1900. In the American Journal of 
utdy  we now find a similar announcement, their 
catalogue will also appear every two years. 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Limited, have un
doubtedly led the wav in this matter and the 
unanimous aanerence to this plan by the three 
leading catalogue compiling firms compels us 
to admit a tacit understanding on this point.

For our part we are not sorry, the repeated 
appearance of new catalogues lias kept collec
tors in a continual fever as regards to prices, 
as a matter of tact it would perhaps be advisable 
if each of the three catalogues mentioned were 
re-issued every third year for instance, Stanley 
Gibbons in 1899, Sent in 1900 and Scott in 1901, 
and so on. Dealers and collectors would always 
be kept au courant, especially as the prices are 
very much on the same basis. The heavy ex
pense attached to the compilation and printing 
wouid be curtailed and collectors as well as 
dealers and publishers would be the gainers.

The explanation of this change by the Scott 
Stamp and Coin Company is straightforward, 
and is well worth reprinting in full and we re
commend the various points to the careful at
tention of an our readers.

As we approach the season usually marked 
by tne appearance of our annual catalogue, it 
becomes necessary for us to consider the lines 
which we would follow, not only in preparing 
the literary portion of the work, "but also on the 
important question of prices.

The condition of the stamp business during 1 
the past vear can best be described as one of 
semi-panic, in which the pressure to sell has at 
times caused an apparent suspension of the 
law of supply and demand, as well as a total 
disregard of the essential element of cost. 
Deaiers who had previously conducted a pros
perous business saw themselves compelled to 
retire from the field, and in the effort to realise 
unon their holdings were ready to offer large 
discounts, outbidding their competitors in the 
struggle for customers.

The question of cost on such material was 
finally dropped entirely from view, and it be
came no unusual occurrence to see unused 
stamps of current issues sold at far less than 
their actual cost at the post offices. Discounts 
of 50 and 60 and even of 70 per cent, from cata
logue rates have been offered on fair material, 
the supplv. of course, being limited to what the 
party in question actually had in hand ; for, 
naturally, a dealer offering such discounts was 
without any hope or intention of replenishing 
his depleted supplies. We ourselves have main
tained rather strictly our limited scale of dis
counts, refusing under all circumstances to 
meet this ruinous competition, and preferring 
to hold for more favourable time the enormous 
stock which we have accumulated during the

many years of our establishment. We have 
felt that the quantity of material that could be 
offered at these large rates of discounts was 
necessarily limited, and that the supply would, 
soon be practically, if not completely, exhausted, 
at the present moment indications of the cor
rectness of our anticipations are becoming plen
tiful and the variety of material offered at large 
discounts is already on the decrease.

In this, as in every other line of business deal
ing with an article which is dependent purely 
upon the actual demand and supply of the mo
ment, there is a constant fluctuation of values, 
and it must be conceded that some stamps have 
receded from their previous high water-mark 
and could with advantage be reduced to a lower 
level as far as the catalogue quotation is con
cerned.

However, even as to these stamps the market 
is decidedly unsettled; and, after a careful re
view of the entire situation we have decided that 
it would be inadvisable for the present to pub
lish a catalogue. A true basis of value could 
not be established at this moment, as the bal
ance between the existing depression and the 
active demand of two vears ago is still un id 
justed. Owing to the slackening of demand, 
the absorptive capacity of the dealers has been 
greatly limited, and they have been compelled 
to auow stamps to be offered at retail at prices 
at which, under ordinary circumstances they 
themselves would have been glad to buy them at 
wholesale. As soon as the expected improve
ment in general trade arrives, the demand for 
stamos will grow with the demand for other 
merchandise ; dealers wall again be able to com
pete in the market as purchasers, and to absorb 
any material quoted below its fair value. This 
wall restore ordinary trade to a normal basis 
grounded on the desirability and scarcity of 
each particular item.

We are confident that we are approaching the 
time when a true and stable basis of values will 
be re-established, and when prices based on the 
relative rarity of specimens will be recognised 
as reasonable and will prevail. We have, there
fore, decided to continue, for the present, the 
use of the 1898 edition of the catalogue, allow
ing discounts where we consider it advisable 
and strictly adhering to our quotations, where, 
in our judgment, the stamps are fully worth the 
price and cannot be duplicated on a lower level.

We expect that the pre ent conditions will 
have disappeared before the end of the coming 
season, and we >hall, if our anticipations are 
verified, publish the new edition of our catalogue 
in the spring or in the summer of 1899. we 
feel certain that the great majority of thinking 
collectors will approve our stand and commend 
our decision to* postpone the publication of out 
catalogue ; and, while wc may be harshly criti
cised in quarters where harsh criticism of our 
catalogue, when published, was equally to be 
expected, we have no doubt that the future will 
justify our course and prove that we have acted 
for the best interests of all concerned.
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Politics will always be closely 
Changes connected with philately and when- 
Ahead. ever any change does occurr in 

the political geography of the 
world philatelists will in most cases be made 
aware of it by a change in the stamps of the 
particular locality affected. We have only to 
remind our readers of the war just ended. Let

ters from Cuba and Porto Rico are now franked 
with United States postage stamps, a sure sign 
that these two islands have passed from the 
suzerainty of Spain to that of the Great Ameri
can Republic.

Further changes, however, are impending and 
without pretending to possess any exclusive and 
official information nor being gifted specially 
prophetically, we may- yet indicate the course,' 
which it is quite likely events will take. That 
philately will be affected by these changes is 
obvious, and our object in writing these lines 
is to draw the attention of our readers to these 
facts.

Of late years careful observers must have 
noticed the assiduity with which Germany has 
cultivated relations with Asia Minor. German 
capital has been invested in railways, mines and 
various other commercial enterprises and every 
opportunity has been taken to increase the 
German prestige in that part of the Sultan’s pos
sessions. The friendly relations between the 
High Porte and Germany tend the same way and 
the forthcoming visit ot the German Emperor 
to the Holy Land will undoubtedly be a fur
ther step in the same direction. That Russia 
is bitterly opposed to the acquisition of Asia 
Minor by Germany goes without saying ; the 
Sultan on the other hand might welcome Ger
many, escpecially if a considerable cash pay
ment be made by the latter. To find Germany 
opposite Constantinople would be infinitely pre
ferable to seeing Russia there.

If Germany has her eyes on Asia Minor it 
would, of course, materially strengthen her 
hands if she were to be assured of the friendly 
neutrality, if nothing more, of Great Britain, 
because France and Russia would obviously op
pose the appearance of Germany in the Mediter
ranean, by all means they could devise short 
of going to war.

The neutrality and acquiescence of Great 
Britain, however, had to be gained first and 
what is more likely than that a complete under
standing between this country and Germany has 
been arrived at having regard to the Transvaal 
and Epyut. The suggestion that in return for 
the withdrawal of Germany from all interfer
ence in the politics of South Africa and the 
friend!'- co-operation of Germany in Egypt, 
Lord Salisbury has consented to give the Em
peror William a free hand in Asia Minor in- 
directlv backed up by Great Britain is quite 
feasible. The transfer of Delagoa Bay to Great 
Britain is the first tangible proof of such an 
agreement, and the Transvaal by this transfer 
is for ever reduced to! an inland state, surrounded 
by British territory, and it is quite evident must 
come sooner or later under British Suzerainty.

The threatened division of China between 
Great Britain, France, Germany and Russia 
is another sign of the turbulent times we are 
passing through at the end of this century. The 
change of the United States from a home govern
ment to a colonial power also tends to affect 
European politics. To add to all these political
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changes the unrest of the masses and we must 
come to the conclusion, that a little spark at 
the present time would set the world ablaze, 
more than one country would disappear and 
frontiers would be re-arranged to no slight ex
tent.

Of course all these changes on the map would 
mean new stamps, whereas certain Countries 
would cease toi issue any and could be considered 
complete as far as we are concerned. We 
should therefore recommend these lines to all 
collectors and advise them to complete their 
collections, while stamps can still be had at 
reasonable prices.

On another page will be found 
The Manches- the speech by the President of 
ter Exhibition, the Manchester Philatelic Society

1899. dealing with the Exhibition to 
be held in Manchester during

1899. We are pleased to hear of the great in
terest taken by the members in this Exhibition, 
and trust the same will be crowned with success. 
We are certain that the Exhibition has our best 
wishes and that the week it is proposed to keep 
it open will be a red letter week to all philatelists.

One ciuestion we should like to ask the Man
chester Society, and then we have done. Would 
it not be possible to hold a Philatelic Congress 
during that week at Manchester? The great 
interest taken in similar gatherings on the Con
tinent and in the States lead us to believe, that 
with us also such a Congress could be made an 
annual institution for the furtherance of our 
hobbv. .

Convention of f0e American
$66octafton*

The Thirteenth Annual Convention of the 
American Philatelic Association was held in 
New York from August 23rd to 26th, and was 
attended by between sixty and seventy members. 
The abnormally hot weather experienced this 
summer interfered very much with the business 
of tne convention, but in spite of that success 
seems to have crowned the efforts of all con
cerned. The meetings were held at the Collec
tors’ Club.

In the absence of President Olnev, Vice-Pre
sident Toppan took the chair at 10.40 on the 
23rd and addressed the meeting as follows, 
which we reprint from the Era.

Gentlemen and Ladies: Another vear has 
passed and once again w'e have gathered together 
in annual convention. This time, in the ab
sence of both our President and First Vice-Pre
sident, it becomes my duty to preside over your 
deliberations and to do mv best to supply the 
address with which the presiding officer is accus
tomed to open your yearly conventions. In 
consideration of the fact that it was not until 
this morning that I learned of the enforced

absence of Messrs. Olney and Van Derlip, I 
trust that you will be pleased to overlook and 
pardon the brevity of my remarks.

1 he past year has been a notable one in many 
ways. It will be recorded in history as one of 
the most eventful periods of the century. Strictly 
speaking, perhaps the part which our own coun
try has taken in revising the map of the world 
and making it necessary for us all to take up 
the study of geography again, has but little that 
is germane to philately in general. But I take 
it for granted that you are all, as I am proud to 
be, Americans, first, last and all the time. It 
seems to me, therefore, that I need make no 
apology for referring to the stirring events which 
have characterised our war with Spain.

1 he glorious achievements of our armv and 
navy will fill many pages of the world’s history 
for the past year. ’

We started out to free Cuba; we have done 
it, or, if the island is not yet actually free, we 
have, at all events, assured to its people lrce- 
dom from oppression and a more humane and 
stable form of government than anv Spanish 
colony has ever known. But Cuba is not all ; 
Porto Rico has fallen to us as one of the spoils 
of war ; Hawaii, also, has been annexed ; w'c 
have come into possession of one of the I.adrone 
Islands, and unless all indications fail, our 
foothold in the Philippines is not to be given 
up entirely.

We have been, and still are, the cynosure of 
all eyes the world over. We har e demonstrated 
the extent of our internal resources and we 
tunc done it in a manner which has been so 
complete and thorough as to compel the admira
tion of the world.

As in the past, so it has been in this instance ; 
wc have always been slow to thrown dowm the 
gauntlet, but never slow to pick it up, and, 
when we have cast it wc have never failed to 
defend the challenge and to come out victorious. 
May God grant that it may be ever thus.

And now to turn to the philatelic aspects of 
the war, for after all, it has them.

It is responsible for the new issue of revenue 
stamps with which we have lately been made 
acquainted, and by means of which our blessed 
old “Uncle Sam” intends that we shall pay our 
share of his greatly increased expense account.

It will if it has not already done so, place the 
issues of Cuba, Purto Rico, Hawaii and possi
ble the Philippine Islands among the list of 
obsolete stamps.

All this, it scents to me, is a pronounced gain 
to philately, at least in this country, for though 
tne effects of the war have been already dis
counted to a great extent in the stamp market, 
it has undoubtedly caused a great and ever in
creasing demand for the stamps of the above 
named countries, and this, of course, will serve 
to heighten the interest in others.

Looking backward over the past year I can
not but feel that it has been a prosperous one 
for our Association. To be sure our member
ship has become considerably smaller than a
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year ago, but what has been lost in quantity 
has been made up in quality.

Heretofore it has been the custom to carry 
dead wood on our membership rolls indefinitely, 
this year, thanks to the energy of our late Secre
tary, Mr. Joe K. Beard, than whom no society 
ever had a more loyal or painstaking official, 
and the hearty co-operation of our efficient 
Treasurer, we have cut off all this dead growth 
and have now got down to the living heart of 
the tree. May it live long and flourish in its 
newly found vigour is a sentiment in which I 
know you will all join me.

The different departments of the Association 
are, to the best of my knowledge and belief, all 
in good working order, and there has been a 
harmony in the conduct of its affairs which must 
be extremely gratifying to all.

All the different complications which we were 
called upon to adjust a year ago, several of 
which were left by the Convention in the hands 
of its several officers and committees, have been 
satisfactorily disposed of and will, doubtless, 
be more fully laid before you in the reports of 
said officials.

I have only to add that it gives me great plea
sure to extend to you all a most hearty welcome 
to this, our Thirteenth Annual Convention, and 
to express the wish that the coming year may be 
replete with success and pros|>erity, not only to 
the Association as a whole, but to each indivi
dual member thereof.

The afternoon of the first day was devoted to 
a carriage drive through Central Park to Grant’s 
Tomb. The morning of the next day, Wed
nesday, was filled with business, and in the 
aitcrnoon an excursion was made to Fort Hamil
ton and Coney Island. On Thursday a trip by 
steamer down the East and Hudson rivers com
bined with a visit to some of the U.S. war-ships 
was much enjoyed.

The place for the next meeting of the Associa
tion will be Detroit.

d e c r e e s .

UNI TED STATES
GOVERNMENT INSURANCE ON REGIS

TERED MA1 I, MATTER.
Post Office Department, 

Washington, D.C., June 2t, 1898. 
Order No. 246.

The following is a copy of the Act of Congress 
approved February 27, 1897:

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of 
Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That Section thirty-nine 
hundred and twenty-six of the Revised Statutes 
be amended so as to read as follows:

Sec. 3926. For the greater security of valu
able mail matter the Postmaster-General may 
establish a uniform system of registration, and 
as a part of such system he may provide rules 
under which the sender or owners of first-class

registered matter shall be indemnified for 
losses thereof in the mails, the indemnity to be 
paid out of the postal revenues, but in no case 
to exceed Ten Dollars for any one registered 
piece, or the actual value thereof when that is 
less than ten dollars, and for which no other 
compensation of reimbursement to the loser has 
been made : Provided, That the’Post Office De
partment or its revenues shall not be liable for 
the loss of any other mail matter on account 
of its having been registered.”

The foregoing act will hereafter constitute 
amended Section 1031 of the Postal Laws and 
Regulations.

Under the authority conferred upon the Post
master-General by said act, the following regu
lations are hereby published:

Section 1 134J4. Indemnity for the loss in the 
mails of a registered piece of first-class mail 
matter will be paid in accordance with limitation 
prescribed in amended Section 1031 of the 

Postal Laws and Regulations ; but no application 
should be made for such indemnity until a 
reasonable time for investigation has elapsed, 
and no indemnity will be paid until Post Office 
Inspectors have reported that proof has been 
made that the registered piece or its value is 
irrecoverable.

When the sender of a lost registered piece of 
first-class mail matter is also the owner of pro
perty mailed under cover of such piece, and 
desires to make a claim- for an indemnity of 
ten dollars or for actual value of the property 
if less than ten dollars, application should be 
made to the postmaster who mailed the lost 
registered piece. The postmaster will call upon 
the Post Office Inspector in charge of the Divi
sion in which the post office is situated, for a 
blank Application for Indemnity, on receipt of 
which he will, in the space provided therefor, 
state all the particulars descriptive of the lost 
piece and of its mailing, after which the appli
cation and affidavit of the owner will be taken, 
and the nature, true value of the lost property, 
and the amount of claim will be sworn to. The 
postmaster will then transmit the papers to the 
Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General, who will, 
if the case is closed, certify to the loss of the 
piece, and that no compensation therefor has 
been made to the owners, after which he will 
forward the application with Inspector’s report 
of investigation to the Third Assistant Postmas
ter-General, who will review the papers and 
approve the claim if it is found that the applica
tion is entitled to payment.

Section 1134^. In case the sender of a lost 
registered piece of first-class mail matter is not 
the owner of the property contained in such 
lost piece, the facts should be reported to the 
Third Asistant Postmaster-General, who will, 
at the proper time, send a special blank on 
which the mailing postmaster will describe the 
lost piece and the particulars of mailing. This 
will be followed by the affidavit of the sender 
as to the nature, true value, and ownership of 
the property contained in the lost piece. The
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owner, if an applicant for indemnity, will then 
be furnished with a blank on which he will make 
affidavit as to the nature, true value of the lost 
property, and amount of claim. The papers 
when completed should be transmitted to the 
Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General for certi
fication and report, and thereafter they should 
be sent to the Third Assistant Postmaster-Gene
ral for approval, as provided in Section 1134J4.

This order will take effect on July 1, 1898.
CH. EMORY SMITH,

Postmaster-General.
From the American Journal of Philately.
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MEMBERSHIP.
Candidates for admission must be over 18 

years of age, and supply at least two satisfactory 
references. They will then be proposed for 
election, and if no objection be lodged within 
fourteen days, be duly elected. The entrance 
fee, 2s. 6d. and subscription, 5s., should accom
pany the application, and will be refunded in the 
event of the non-election of the applicant.

NEW MEMBER.
Walter Brettschneider,7, Elizabeth Street, Mellrourne, 

Victoria.

NEW ADDRESS.
F. W. Wotton, Marguerite, Richmond Wood Road, 
Bournemouth. *

LIBRARY.
The Hon. Librarian acknowledges wi'h thanks 

Philatelic Record for Octolrer. Ary Donations to the 
Library gladly received and duly acknowledged.

NOTICES.
In accordance with notice already given members are 

reminded of the forthcoming opening Meeting of the 
season at Essex Hall, Essex Street, Strand, on Wed
nesday, 19th inst , at 8 p.ni., when a good attendance 
of members and friends is hoped for, and will encourage 
the Committee in their efforts on behalf of the Society. 
The Committee will meet on the same evening at 7.15. 
There are still some suliscriptions unpaid and meml>ets 
will oblige by remitting them without further delay to

TIIOS. II. HINTON,
lion. Sec. and Treasurer, 

5, Paultons Square, Int. Phil. Union.
Chelsea, London, S.W.
October 8th, 1898.

H f.rts P hilatf.lic Socikty . — Honorary 
President, Harold J. White ; vice-presidents: 
R. Ehrenbach, H. R. Oldfield, Gordon Smith, 
M.A.; Committee, G. Gaffe, Rev. Walter 
Jenks, Dr. Earl Norman, J. H. Roskilly ; Coun
terfeit F.xpert, Rev. R. B. Earee, Miserden 
Rectory, Cirencester; Librarian, G. Haynes, 
Donnington House, St. Albans; Secretary and 
Treasurer, H. A". Slade, Ingleside, St. Albans.

At a Committee meeting held at “Ingleside” 
on September 20th, in addition to ordinary busi
ness, it was resolved that the first general meet
ing be held at the Inns of Court Hotel, London, 
W.C., on Tuesday, October 18th, at 7 p.m., 
arrangements to be made for the reading of a
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paper, displays of stamps, social intercourse, 
etc. Members to be invited to introduce friends 
interested in philately. Thirty-one members 
were proposed and accepted at this meeting. 
Exchange packets, confined to members of the 
Society Will be started on October 20th, sheets 
to be received by the Secretary on the morning 
of that day.

EDINBURGH.
T he  Scottish  P h ilatelic  S ociety .—This 

Society began the work of the session at a meet
ing held in 5, St. Andrew Square, on the even
ing of the 12th of September.

Mr. Adam Smail, vice-president, occupied the 
chair, and there were also present, Dr. Ballan- 
tyne and Messrs. Richafdson, Henderson, 
Hobbs. Fleming and Fish.

Dr. Ballantyne and Messrs. Smail, Richard
son and Fish agreed to take part in the pro
gramme for the session ; and it was decided that 
India, Ceylon, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, the 
Straits Settlements, Fiscals and a comparison of 
Prices should form subjects for consideration or 
discussion at future meetings.

Dr. Ballantyne kindly consented to read a 
paper at next meeting on Indian obliterations.

Mr. Fish was appointed convener of the com
mittee for making arrangements for an exhibi
tion.

The charge of the I.ibrarv was entrusted to 
Mr. Hobbs. '

A number of novelties, such as the new issues 
of U.S.A. Revenues, Trans-Mississippi, New 
Zealand, Mozambique, Portuguese, etc., was 
shown bv the members.

Dr. Ballantyne intimated that he intended 
inviting the members to a conversazione in his 
own house in January or February, and this 
to be ouite apart from the ordinary meetings 
of the Society; and, on the motion of Mr. 
Richardson, ))r. Ballantyne was heartily thanked 
for his kind offer, all the members cordially 
agreeing to accept of it, and looking forward to 
the event as a most pleasing part of the year’s 
proceedings.

WILLIAM FISH, M.A.,
Hon. See. and Treas.

18, Montpelier Terrace.

T he  C ity of London  P hiatklic Clu b .— 
The annual general meeting was held on Octo
ber 3rd, fifteen members being present.

The principal business was the voting on the 
Committee’s recommendation that the Club be 
amalgamated with the New Centra! Philatelic 
Club. Mr. Walter Morlev moved an amend
ment to the effect that the matter -be referred 
back to the Committee with an instruction to 
re-consider the terms, but this was lost by 10 
votes to 5.

Messrs. Hilckcs and Bishop addressed the 
meeting in opposition to the scheme, but the 
original proposition was carried by to votes to 
5 in the room, and 19 to 2 by postal votes.

The Treasurer gave his report and Messrs.

I Bishop and Plumridge were appointed auditors. 
I Messrs. Bishop, Hilckes, and T. H. Thomp

son were appointed as a committee to wind up 
I the affairs of the old club and to decide as to 

the disposal of the balance in hand.
A meeting of C.L.P.C. members will be held 

at the Central Philatelic Club on October 17th, 
when the question of continuing the Exchange 
Packet and other matters will be considered.

All communications respecting the C.L.P.C. 
should be addressed Mr. C. Forbes, Secretary, 
Central Philatelic Club, 3, Cursitor Street, 
London, E.C.

M anchester  P hila telic  Society . — W. 
Doming Beckton, President. The opening 
meeting of the Session 1898-99 was held at the 
Grand Hotel, on Friday evening, September 

i 23rd, the President in the chair, supported by 
19 members.

Mr. John Westhorp was duly elected a corres
ponding member, and Mr. A. H. A. Bennett 
an ordinary member of the Society.

The President then read a paper on ‘‘The 
1899 Exhibition in Manchester,” a full report 
ol which appears in another column, and at the 
conclusion it was unanimously resolved “ That 
an International Philatelic Exhibition be held in 
Manchester during the summer of 1899,” and 
an Executive Committee of 20 was appointed 
to carry out the arrangements with Mr. Petri 
as Hon. Treasurer.

The Hon. Sec. of thCT Society was elected 
Hon. Sec. of the Executive Committee, and 
nieces have been secured at No. 2, Cooper St., 
Manchester, to which all communications should 
be addressed.

G. FRED H. GIBSON,
Hon. Sec.

Kcrsal, Manchester.

T he  Suburban Stamp E xchange Club .— 
April backets have come back from circulation 
and accounts for that month have been duly 
submitted. Sales were as follows: —

April A 1 ^83 14s. 7d. .
April A 2 ,£74 u s. 2d.
April B t ^44 13s. 3d.
April B 2 £46 os. yd.

The supplementary rounds will be discon
tinued in future, as they take up too much time, 
non-contributors will be placed at the bottom 
of the list of the packets they wish to see. Bulky 
sheets will be excluded'as they add to the cost 
of postage and are difficult to examine.

The sheets received for the September packets 
are valued at upwards of ^2,000, and contain 
good specimens of rare Colonials, priced rea
sonably. Six new members have joined this 
month, and four applications are being investi
gated. Members returning from their holidays 
and wishing to see packets again, are requested 
to communicate with the Secretary. Collectors 
of all grades proposing to join the Society, 
should annly for rules, etc., without delay. Two 
references should accompany every application. 
Hon. Sec., H. A. Slade, Ingleside, St. Albans.
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Bradford  P h ilatelic  Society . — The 
monthly meeting of this Society was held on 
Tuesday evening, October n th , at Messrs. Gor
don and Co.’s offices, there was a large attend
ance of members. Mr. O. Firth occupied the 
chair in the unavoidable absence of the presi
dent (A. H. Stamford, Ksq.) The minutes of 
the previous meeting having been read and duly 
confirmed, and the ordinary business disposed 
of, Mr. W. M. Gray then exhibited his magnifi
cent collection of British North America, the 
Nova Scotia pence issue on original covers be
ing especially admired, other good stamps were 
shown by Mr. Gray, one that received marked 
attention being the" is. St. I.ucia (orange), mint 
state. This was followed by an animated dis
cussion on inflated prices as rev ealed by recent 
auctions in which several members took part.

The exchange packet was put in circulation 
on the 1st inst. Thirteen members contributed 
20 sheets, value nett.

\V. K. White,
Exchange Secretary.

5, Manor Terrace, Manningham.
T he  P h ilatelic  Society  ok V ictoria .— 

'The annual general meeting of the above Sccietv 
was held at its new room, 271, Collins Street, 
Melbourne, on Wednesday, 29th June last. 

Mr. A. J. Derrick, president, occupied the chair 
and presided over the best attended meeting 
ever held since the society was inaugurated.

The Hon. Secretary was not present owing 
to recent bereavement in his family, and Mr. 
C. Chapman acted in his stead.

After the minutes of the last annual meeting 
had been read the President addressed the 
meeting.

lie  stated that it was necessary that he should 
speak of the transactions of the Society but he 
would not confine himself to the previous twelve 
months. The Society had been in existence for 
six rears and had done work which had been 
instrumental in circulating stamps through the 
medium of the Exchange Books and it seemed 
only a few months ago when Exchange Book 
No. 1 was circulated and now Book 64 was 
doing its duty. The exchange system had en
tailed a lot of work upon the Hon. Secretary 
and Exchange Superintendent in balancing the 
books charging the various members and dc- 
ductin0, commissions, keeping records, etc., 
etc., but the work had been carried out with 
satisfactory results.

Most of the members knew that the Society 
originated bv a dinner given by Mr. C. Hessel- 
man to his friends, who were interested in Phit- 
atelv and it was then agreed that a. Philatelic 
Societv should be started and the result has 
been most successfully carried out, the mem
ber^’ roll now numbering 63.

At some of the meetings the attendance had 
not been startling but comparing with other 
societies of the world it had been good.

What gives the greatest satisfaction is the 
good fellowship that has always existed between 
the members; and the great object for intend
ing members is to get stamps philatelic inter

course, and lastly the benefits of the Exchange 
System.

Corresponding members get no benefits be
yond the Exchange Books and they as well 
as other members anxiously looked forward to 
the receipt of the books.

Mr. Derrick regretted that want of time on 
his part had debarred him from compiling papers 
on nhilatelic subjects.

He referred to the loss sustained by the 
Society through the largest fire Melbourne had 
ever seen.

He next mentioned that during the year, the 
Post Office authorities had issued Hospital 
Stamps to extort money from those who were 
foolish enough to buy them. He had not done 
so and he would not under any circumstances 
have them in his collection and he thought it 
was a great pity the Government had lent them
selves to such a practice but it had met its just 
reward and a disappointment to those promot
ing the venture.

In conclusion he thanked 'the officers and 
members for the support they had given him 
durin*r his term of office.

I he annual report and balance sheet not 
havintr been printed and circulated amongst the 
members a motion adjourning the consideration 
of same was carried.

The election for office bearers for year 1898
9 was then proceeded with. Mr. W. R. Rundell 
was unanimously elected President, while Mr. 
A. S. A. Whelan was elected Vice-President, and 
Mr. C. Chapman Librarian. The next offices to 
be filled were those of the Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer, for which a keen contest ensued, and 
resulted in the re-election by a substantial major
ity of Mr, D. S. Abraham, who was also elected 
Exchange Superintendent. The committeemen 
elected were Messrs. A. J. Derrick, J. Davis, O. 
W. Rosenhain, and W. Brettschneider.

The newly elected officers returned thanks to 
the members, after which the Meeting adjourned 
until the 13th July, upon which date the mem
bers again assembled, Mr. \Y:. R. Rundell, the 
newly elected President, occupied the Chair.

The annual report and balance ^heet had been 
printed and circulated, and was unanimously 
received and adopted.

The Hon. Secretary returned thanks to the 
members for re-electing him, and also for their 
kind expressions of sympathy expressed during 
his recent troubles.

D. S. ABRAHAM, Hon. Sec.

British -Akrican Stamp E xchange.—This 
cl 11D commences its Winter season with a good 
increase, and there are now twenty-five mem
bers enrolled. The total value of stamps in 
the September and" October packets is ^40 4s. 
nett (not 50 percent, discount). The special 
features of this thoroughly select club a re : 
Nett prices, and absolutely prompt settlements. 
The amount of subscription to end of current 
year is only 6d. Rules may be had from Secre
tary, C. J. Endle, Kingsfeurgh Cottage, Bos- 
combe, Hants.
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BRITISH EMPIRE.
British Central Africa. The Monthly Journal 

chronicles a variety of the 1895 Registered Enve
lopes with the new value ‘ FOUR PENCE’ in 
black on Size G.

The same paper also notes a copy of the latest 
provisional (check stamp) perforated 12 all 
round, possibly unofficially.

Canada. The following are the values of the set with 
figures of value in the lower corners instead of 
the maple leaves So far only the '/z, 1,2, 3, 
and 6c. have appeared, the remainder will be 
issued as the present stock runs out.

4c. black- 
ic. green.
2c purple.
3c- rose.
5c. blue.
6c. brown.
8c. orange.

10c. violet-brown, 
rsc. grey.12oc, yellow green,
50c. olive-greeu.

Gambia. The colours of the 3d. and 4d. values 
should be as follows : —

3d* reddish-lilac and blue.
4fl. brown and blue,

Gibraltar. The new stamps with value in pence and 
shillings are out. Messrs Taylor Bros, inform 
us that the %, 1, 2j£d. are either remainders or 
a re-issue of the 1887 set. The other values are 
the same design but in two colours, the value 
being in the second mentioned.

ad. brown-violet and carmine.
*d. orange-brown and blue.
6d. lilac and green.
I/• bistre and carmine.

Grenada. We have seen the Jubilee Stamp that has 
been issued here. It is of the large 5/- size with 
a sailing ship in centre. ‘ GRENADA ’— 
‘ LA CONCEPCION* at top, ' 1498. 15TH 
AUGUST. 1898’ at bottom, ■ POSTAGE’ at 
sides and value in bottom corners. The water
mark is Crown and C.C. and perforation 14. 

aid. blue.
India A new value has been required owing to the 

postage on Registered Newspapers sent to sub
scribers having to be paid for by stamps instead 
of in cash. The rate is Xa- f°r eacb newspaper 
under 4 tolas (almost 2oz.) A supply of stamps 
has been ordered from England of the 9p. type 
but until they arrive the has been surcharged 
in large figures ‘ # . ’ 

yA in black on £a green.
Bhopal. The M./. informs us that the 8a. 

has been redrawn very poorly. The first stamp 
on the sheet (which consists of 5 rows of 2) has 
the ‘ E ’ of * BEGAM ’ reversed thus ‘ 3 .’

8a greenish-black, fresh drawing.
Bundi. The ia. has also been redrawn simi

larly to the other values mentioned last month. 
The sheets contains 120 varieties in 8 rows of 15. 1 

ia. red on white laid. I

_ Holkar. It appears that the stamps we men
tioned last year 2, 4, and 8a. are really fiscals 
and not postage stamps

Newfoundland The J£c. with portrait of 1 Prince 
Edward of York has appeared. It is the same 
size as the other values.

ic. olive-green.
New South Wales. Continental Journals mention 

the appearance of the current 2j£d. stamp in 
blue, the Postal Union Colour.

2^d deep blue*
Queensland A id. Post Card has been issued with a 

series of views (of which there are 18 varieties) 
on the front. The Card is inscribed ‘ POST 
CARD ’ — ‘ QUEENSLAND ’ — ‘ AUSTRA
l  IA.’

P.C. id. chocolate on buff.
Trinidad. We have received the Jubilee Stamp issued 

here with a picture showing ‘ THE LANDING 
OF COLUMBUS.’ It is inscribed at top 
■ TRINIDAD ’—‘COMMEMORATION ’and 
‘ 1498 ’ ‘ 1898 ’ in top corners. The value 1 2d,’ 
is on white octogon at the lower part of each 
side. The size is the 5/- size, and the stamp has 
the watermark Crown CC and Perforated 14.

2d. lilac, centre pale brown.

OTHER COUNTRIES.
Belgium. We have seen a copy of the current 50c. 

with Sunday label printed in a new colour.
50c. grey.

Brazil There is a companion Letter Card to the one 
mentioned last month for use within Brazil. It 
is similar to the 30or., but the first line com
mences with ‘ BRAZIL ’ in black. The card is 
lilac with the Arms in rose as a groundwork and 
on the hack is a view of the Mint.

L.C . 200r. red, yellow and black on lilac.
China. We have received from Mr. Benjamin the 1$. 

London Print.
i f .  red and pale pink,

France. Tunis. A 20c. both ordinary and Postage 
Due has been issued and a 35c. will also pro
bably be issued.

toc. vermilion on green. •
P D, 20c, ,, ,, with * T

Gautemala. The following surcharges have been 
issued on the 1886 issue.

ic  in black on 25c. orange.
ic in red on 50c. olive green.
ic. in black on 75c. rose.

60. , ioc. red.
6c. ,• 20c. green.
6c. ,, 100c. brown.
6c. M 200c. yellow,
6c in red on 150c, deep blue.

10c. „  20c. green.
Holland A very handsome stamp (the first of a new 

set) was on sale at Amsterdam during the Coro
nation of the young Queen. The head of the 
Queen is in a central oval with crown above and 
inscribed in a curve at top ‘ KONINKRUK 
DER NEDERLANDEN.’ The Dutch Lion 
is in each top corner and the figure of value in 
each bottom corner, with the word ‘ GULDEN * 
between. Only a small supply was ready and 
this was quickly sold oat. 2% and 5g. stamps 
of the same design will soon be ready #

ig . bronze-green, perf, j».
Ctnacao. The following values of the cur

rent type of the Postage Due Stamps have been 
issued :—

P. D. 30c. green and black. ,
4°c. ,• „
SOc- •»
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Suriname. In order to use up the remainders 
of the stamps with Head of King, the A J.P. 
informs us that they have been surcharged ‘ 10 ’
—‘CENT ’ in two lines. The quantities issued 
arc in brackets, 

ioc. in ? on u jc . blue(io.ooo). 
ioc. in ? on 15c. grey (6,300) 
roc. in black on 20c. green (54,000). 
ioc. in ? on 25c. blue (45,000). 
toe. in ? on 30c, brown 00(69,000)

Honduras. The ioc. mentioned Inst month has a 
locomotive as central design and the figure of 
value in a large rectangle in left lower corner. 
The following are also chronicled ;— 

ic. brown.
2C. dark pink.
5c. light blue.
6c. violet brown

Morocco. Tangier—E l Knar. A fresh set for this 
post has been issued, oblong in shape and with a 
steamer as central design. The names of the 
towns appears on either side and the value at the 
bottom. The Perforation is 11 %.

5c. green. 
ioc. rose 
20c. olive.

• 25c, pale blue.
40c. brick.
50c. violet 

ip.ibistre. 
sp. grey*b1ack.

Nicaragua. A set of Official Stamps was issued and 
used during 1897. They are the same as the 
1896 set but with the date reading 1897.

O. i, 2 t 5, 10 , ao, 50c., i , 2, 5p. rtd, surch. in red.

Orange Free State. The A/./, have received a 
new Card as type 1 in Gibbons’ Catalogue, but 
in a fresh colour.

P. C. (d rose on white.
Paraguay. The 40c has been surcharged ‘ PROVI

SO RIO ‘ 10 ‘ CENTAVOS ’ in three lines.
10c. in black on 40c. slate-b'ue.

Persia’ {In May we chronicled the new Post Card from 
the Colledionneur, the At./. who have ' now 
received them give the colours of the cards as 
follows : —

P C 2 + as. brown on'pale green.
54-5s. rose on pale rose.

Portugal- Colonies. The new set has been issued for 
the followfng Colonies in addition to those men
tioned in July.

Angola. Congo. I.ourenzo—Marquez. 
Mozambique. S t . T homas. Zambezia. |

The Macao ond Timor set have the value in 1 
‘ avos 5 namely :—

A> 1, 2, Z'A, 3, 4, 8, 12, 13, 16, 24, 31, 47a
India. The set here is slightly different having 

the r.ame above the head and an Elephant’s head 
in each upper corner, while the value is in 
label below the head in black, 

i jr .  black and orange.
4lr. „  green.6r. ,, brown on rose
jr. ,, " mauve.

Roumania. A new value of the current type, etc., 
has been issued here.

40b. deep green.
Spain. Fernando Po. The following stamps have 

been surcharged.
All the 2c. in stock except 500 were sur

charged 50c. by the handstamp used in 1885. 
The 500 2c. and the other stamps have the sur
charges the same as lately used.

50c. in blue on 2c. rose.
5c. „  2C. ,,
5c. ,, ac. „  (double surch).
jc . in black on ia4c, bistre.

Porto Rico The following seems to be a com
plete list of the stamps lately surcharged.

Surcharged ‘ Habililado ’—‘ PARA ’—‘ 1898
X 99-’

im lilac-brown (1895-6), rose curcharge.
Surcharged ‘ IMPUKSTO’- '  DE GUERRA.’

2c. purple (1890), violet surcharge, 
ac, red-brown, (1892) „ ,,
2c violet (1894). lilac-red surcharge.
2c. brown-red (1896) viotet ,,
5c. green (1891). „  ,,
5c, green (1891). black ,,

The same with the new value added.
2C. in black on 2m pink (1890).
2c „  sc. green (1891).
ac. in red on 5c. green (1891).
2C. „  5c. ., „  without C DE
3c. in black on 10c. pink (1890).
4c. ,, 20c. red (1890).
5c. in red lilac on im. violet (1892).
5c, *„ im. „  „  doable surch.

Surcharged with new values only, 
ac. in violet on im. orange-red (1894), _

Uruguay. The io bistre has been surcharged simi
larly to the tc. blue mentioned last month. 
500,000 of each colour have so far been made 
use of. The blue stamp has been surcharged 
‘ OPICIAL ’ in blaek.

tc in black on ic bistre.
O ic. in black on ic. bine.

ERRORS AM) MINOR VARIETIES.
New South Wales. The A l.f describes a block of 

4 of the J£d. stamps similar to the block of the 
id. mentioned in April. The right hand stamps 
are perforated 12 at the top, bottom and right, and 
the left hand stamps at left only, the sides not 
mentioned lieing imperforate.

Montenegro. There are several varieties of perfora
tion here including one measuring 10A> the 
same as that of 1874 but differing in having the 
holes small and far apart instead of being laige 
and close together.

Transvaal. The ‘ Halve’—‘ Penny ’ in red on i/- 
green has been seen with double surcharge.

The following have held sales since last report : — 
Mossrs. Ostaka & Darlow, xst sale, Sept. 15th 

(Manchester.
Messrs. Plumtridge & Co., 6th sale, Sept. 19th.

,, Puttick & SlMI’SON, Sept. 20th and 21st.
Buhl & Co., 55th sale, Sept. 28th.

,, Ventom, Bull & Cooper, 114th sale, Sept. 
29th and 30th.

Messrs. PurncK & S impson, Oct. 4th and 5th.
„  Chevelev & Co., 135th sale, Oct. 5th.

Mr. Hadlow, 132nd and 133rd sale, Oct. 6th and 
7th.
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tQe 1899 (gjrfiifitfion*
By W. DORNING BECKTON.

Read at the opening meeting of the 1898-9 
Session of the Manchester Philatelic Society.

There is no event of national importance that 
I am aware of calling for a commemorative Ex
hibition of a Philatelic nature being held next 
year, nor on the other hand do I see any 
great calamity in such being the case. 
It is quite true that a great event has 
happened this year in the long pro
posed system of Ocean Penny Postage in a 
limited degree having become an accomplished 
fact and there is also a scintilla of reason upon 
which to ground- the hope that during the com
ing year this system may be so extended as to 
virtually become, that which all Imperialists 
hope for, an Imperial Penny‘Post. However, 
what it seems to me is of far greater importance 
in considering the position is whether reasons, 
valued reasons exist for holding a Philatelic 
Exmi/ition next year.—Whether the time is ripe 
for one. This is a (|uestion which I con ider 
of paramount importance because although such 
exhibitions do an incalculable lot of good to our 
hobby in stirring up interest amongst us, in 
promoting friendlv rivalry, and last, but by no 
means least, in affording philatelists the oppor
tunity of congregating together exchanging 
ideas and cementing friendships, on the other 
hand, an exhibition ill timed would be doomed to 
failure and create a Btate of affairs which would 
be infinitely worse than if it had^not been held.

Having these considerations before them and 
after very careful consideration, your committee 
have unanimously arrived at the conclusion that 
an International Philatelic Exhibition to be 
held in Manchester next summer would not be 
premature. It is quite possible to err, but I feel 
1 am only re-echoing the sentiment not only of 
this society but of our many friends outside this 
society, when I say that in this matter I most 
sincerely trust such will not prove to be the case.

I should now like to remind you of how it 
is, that the committee of the society have been 
so busy during the recess upon exhibition work. 
You will all remember the little display amongst 
the members held at the opening meeting last 
year, how enthusiastic all were in that display 
and how many expressed the desire of holding 
an exhibition worthy of the society. It was, 
however, then considered and I feel sure rightly 
considered too soon after the great exhibition 
in London to think of starting another. The 
seed then sown, however, grew and as the result 
I felt I should not be echoing the voice of the 
society if I omitted to mention the question at 
the annual meeting held in May last. The re
sult was greater than I expected, vou one and 
all took up the matter so warmly, offers of finan
cial help, a most important element, were so 
freely extended that the committee felt it in
cumbent during the recess to carefully weigh 
the pros and cons with the result that it has 
unanimously decided to recommend you to pass

a resolution which will be presently moved that 
an International Philatelic Exhibition be held 
in Manchester next summer, probably in July.

To assist you in discussing the resolution I 
may perhaps be permitted to say that time did 
not allow anything like all well known phila
telists being consulted and therefore the Com
mittee decided not to approach any in an offi
cial capacity, at the same time I was allowed 
as your president to ascertain the opinions of 
two philatelists whose views always carry with 
them the greatest weight. The very encourag
ing letters I received from each of these phila
telists warrant you in concluding that the Society 
will be assisted very materially in their under
taking.

At the outset the question of the management 
of the exhibition received prolonged considera
tions. It was a question whether the Committee 
of the Exhibition should assume a national 
aspect as in the case of the London Exhibition 
in 1807. or be an exhibition held under the 
auspices of the Manchester Philatelic Society 
and consequently confined so far as the man
agement is concerned to members of the Society. 
We should very much have liked to have had 
the advantage of the assistance, the advice and 
guidance of those who worked so hard and well 
in J.ondon, yet it was seen that the distance was 
too great to warrant our asking them to act on 
the Executive Committee.

For this reason and this reason alone your 
committee were forced to the conclusion that 
the onlv way was for the exhibition to be held 
under the auspices of the Society, and for its 
members to take upon themselves the burden 
of the work. It must, however, be quite evi
dent that the Executive work cannot be done 
by the Society as a body, and thus the proper 
course to adopt is to appoint an Executive Com
mittee of say twenty who will be responsible to 
the Society for carrying out the details the Ex
hibition will involve.

This Committee will then split themselves up 
into sub-committees as and when required.

The Executive Committee will report to the 
Society from time to time, and each member 
of the Society although not on the Executive 
Committee will on such occasions have the op
portunity not only of learning what is being 
done but will also be entitled to make such sug
gestions and criticisms as may seem to him 
expedient.

it was with this object in view that you will 
observe, from the Syllabus that the meetings 
during November (the month when most of the 
preliminary arrangements will be made) are 
devoted to Exhibition work.

On another point, the financial one, the Com
mittee wish it to be understood that the whole 
(jf the guarantee fund will be raised amongst 
the members of the Society and although we 
do not wish 11 to appear that promises of sup
port in this direction from outside would be 
rejected yet they trust that any philatelists who 
arc good natured enough to offer voluntarily
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to assist in this way will at the same time also 
pay a tribute to the Society by making a re
quest for election as a member. It must be 
distinctly understood that no one outside the 
Societv will be invited to become a guarantor. 
There will be no canvassing at all in this wav, 
and if anyone desires to help let him communi
cate with our Hon. Secretary, who will, I am 
sure, attend to his communication with the 
utmost courtesv.

I will now pass on to the general scheme of 
the exhibition and in this I am somewhat in a 
difficultv for although the Committee know 
exactly what they will aim to have, I find it no 
easy task to convey to you in a few words what 
that is. "

It is difficult to epitomise a prospectus taken 
before you, and when the prospectus is not 
written you will agree it is impossib'e. For 
those reasons I cannot tell vou evervthing but 
I can say that the Prospectus of the London 
Lxhibition will be the groundwork upon which 
I suggest the prospectus will be written.

An endeavour will be made to improve upon 
that prospectus by promoting greater competi
tion amongst the philatelists in the front rank 
and thus securing an exhibition which all tak
ing part in as exhibitors may be proud. At the 
same time a scheme will be part of the prospec
tus whereby the large body of medium collectors 
will have an opportunity of competing against 
one another for awards in the same wav as the 
leading philatelists do, but without coming into 
competition with the latter against whom it 
would ,of course, be futile for them to exhibit. 
1 have always felt very strongly that the medium 
collectors are in a most unfortunate position 
as they know it is useless to exhibit against the 
more prominent collectors and therefore they 
refrain from exhibiting at all. Now the result 
of this is that such collectors do not (how can 
they?) take the same interest in an exhibition 
as if they were competing.

I am satisfied also that amongst the class I 
have referred to, and it is a very much larger 
class than the collectors in the front rank, there 
are many enthusiasts. A little encouragement 
is only required to make them come prominent- 
Iv forward which would conduce materially to 
the welfare of philately.

What this scheme is I cannot for the moment 
lay before you, it has been the hardest nut the 
Committee have had to crack, and I cannot 
say it is quite cracked yet. A multitude of sug
gestions have been made I invite you to make 
anv vou can and I ask here for any your readers 
can make which should be addressed like all 
other communications concerning the Exhibi
tion to the Hon. Sec., Mr. G. F. H. Gibson, 
Kersal, Manchester.

Out of these suggestions I have little hesita
tion in saying that such a scheme will be de
vised which although it may not be free from 
objections and I have no doubt will be one which 
from its very nature will be open to criticism, 
je t  at the same time will do more in effecting

the object that it has in view than anything 
which has been attempted heretofore. For that 
reason and for that reason alone I hope to see 
widespread interest taken in the 1899 exhibition.

The Committee you elect to-night will get to 
work at once and the prospectus will be sub
mitted for your approval at the meeting on 
November 4. The following week it will be in 
collectors’ hands and thus they will be given 
ample time to digest the prospectus and get 
their stamps in order.

Medals, gold, silver and bronze will be 
awarded in the different classes, and, as was the 
case in London, special medals giv en by third 
parties will be accepted by the Society.

I have thought it better to mention this mat
ter here, as owing to nothing being said before
hand, in a prior exhibition several, who, had they 
known, would gladly have offered special medals 
did not do so.

I ought to add that several philatelists have 
already promised to give medals (for special 
objects named by them) and any others or any 
Society who wish to do the same are asked to 
intimate their desire to the Hon. Sec. as soon 
as possible, as it is desirable that the prospectus 
which will be printed next month should con
tain a list as complete as possible of such special 
medals.

The special medals will be the same (except 
as to inscription) as those given by the Execu
tive Committee of the Exhibition. The plan 
adopted in London will be followed, namely, 
the Exhibition Committee will include in their 
order for medals sufficient extra ones for the 
specials.

SOUDAN.

Mr. W. T. Wilson kindly informs us that a 
new and dangerous forgery of the tst issue of 
provisional stamps for use in the Soudan, sur
charged on current Egyptian stamps has just 
appeared. The surcharge is a clever forgervv, 
the principal differences being that the first 
Arabic character is not sufficientlj- like a cres
cent and the last character but one, is quite 
different to the original, b’eing in two parts in
stead of one as in the original.
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Monthly Circular—London.

BRAZIL.
Last month we chronicled, that Mr. Alph. 

Bruck possessed a block of 18 90 reis I issue, 
and as a fine line surrounded the block it was 
evident, that they must have been printed in 
panes of 18 stamps. 1

In the above journal we find the following 
contribution to this question as follows:

A great deal has*no doubt been done by phila
telic societies which are now established all over 
the world, and also by philatelic publications 
both in England and abroad, still there are no 
lack of stamps which demand study. We were 
driven into this vein of thought by noticing an 
article or rather two articles, which appeared 
in the Jornal Fhilatelico of S. Paulo, Brazil, in 
May and July last, on the first issue of Brazil, 
known as the “bull’s eye” issue. On looking 
through the French and English magazines we 
were surprised to find how little information 
was to be gained as to the stamps of that coun
try ; and yet it ought to be one which would 
interest collectors as it was the first country to 
issue postage stamps after Great Britain.

Dr. Gray, in his catalogue, tells us that the 
introduction of them was due to a Brazilian Con
sul, residing in Europe, who was so struck with 
Rowland Hill’s invention that he successfully 
pressed it on the authorities in Brazil and a 
Decree ordering postage to be prepaid by stamps 
was issued 29th November, 1842, though the 
stamps did not actually come into use till July 
1 st, 1843. It was originally intended to adopt 
the Sovereign’s portrait for the design, but it 
is said that the Postmaster-General considered 
that it would be a species of sacrilege to cancel 
the Emperor’s head, and so a simpler design 
of numerals was adopted. Every one knows 
the “bull’s eye” design of a transverse oval 
about 20 by 26 mm., but how- did they manage 
to make the stamps. It was long before the 
time when electrotyping was invented or applied 
to stamp-producing. They bear on the face 
appearance of having been engaved, but how 
were the stamps reproduced ? Each value ap
pears to come from a common matrix, and we

can onb- suppose that they were laid down on 
a plate of copper in the same way as those of 
Belgium. This would be interesting to know, 
for all that we do know is that they were printed 
in Rio Janeiro, but the articles to which we have 
referred mention a fact of which we were not 
previously aware, that the three values of 30, 
Oo and 90 reis were all on one and the same 
plate. They were laid down in 10 horizontal 
rows of 6 ; there were three rows of 30, four of 
60 and three of 90, making 60 stamps. There 
was a single lined rectangular frame surround
ing each stamp touching the oval on the top, 
sides and bottom, and between the bottom row 
of 30 and the top row of 60 was a space of about 
12 mm., along the middle of which was a fine 
horizontal line. A similar space divided the 
block of 60 from that of 90, and there was also 
a line between, but a thick one. What has been 
discovered is principally from the examination 
of blocks of the values, but so far as it goes it 
is interesting. We are at a loss, however, to 
know, why the stamp of 90 reis is so much more 
dtmcult to find than that of 30, as there were 
the same number of copies on the sheet. The 
only wav we see of accounting for this is to 
suppose that the sheets were cut into the re
spective values after printing, and that when 
the issue was superseded by that in small nume
rals the stock of “bull eyes” was destroyed.
The London Philatelist. — London.

GREAT BRITAIN.
The following notice by Mr. E. D. Bacon in 

reference to the early history of our postage 
stamps will prove sucft interesting reading that 
we print it in extenso.

Whilst engaged in making researches at 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co., Limited, into 
the history of the early perforation of British 
Colonial stamps, I came across some interest
ing information connected with Humphrey’s 
retouch of the die of the One Penny Great 
Britain in 1854. The particulars referred to 
were contained in a letter addressed by Messrs. 
Perkins. Bacon and Co., on May 19th, 1855, 
to Mr. Edward Barnard, at that time the Agent- 
General for the Crown Colonies, and was writ
ten to exolain a delay that had taken place in 
furnishing certain plates, etc., ordered for the
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Government of New South Wales. The letter 
reads as follows : —

“We deeply regret the delay which has taken 
place, and think you are entitled to know the 
cause why we have sometimes of late been so 
wanting in our usual punctuality. When we 
undertook to supply our Home Government 
with postage stamps we did not anticipate any
thing like the demand, which began and con
tinued annually to increase, and therefore pre
pared ourselves with but one original d ie ; but 
from that one die we have had to prepare and 
produce over 50,000 engravings on steel. This 
die experienced no visible deterioration, for 
many years. Hut about two years since .he 
plates from it showed signs of weakness, which 
continued gradually to increase until those that 
formerly produced too,000 good impressions 
latterly gave only 20,000 to 30,000. The time 
occupied in preparing these plates at first was 
great, but owing to these causes we have been 
kept incessantly occupied in their manufacture 
with the machinery appropriated to that pur
pose. as it was utterly impossible for the Govern
ment to suspend any part of their supply of 
stamps to the public, as required. When we 
ascertained the origin of this falling off in the 
productiveness of our plates, and that it was 
not accidental, which at first we suspected it 
to be, we obtained permission to prepare an
other original die similar to the first, but from 
which we have now secured a sufficient number 
of flat dies to last for centuries, and these wc 
could easily have done in the former instance, 
had we supposed it would prove necessary. 
The plates are now even better than thev wire 
at first: but it has taken a long time to meet 
this extraordinary and unexpected drag upon 
us, which will, however, cease in two or three 
weeks and we can promise the New South 
Wales 2d. postage plate, with its accompani
ments. in three weeks, and the id. and 3d. in 
six weeks from the present time.”

The statements contained in this letter show 
so concisely the actual reasons why a retouch 
of the one penny die became necessary, that the 
letter cannot fail to be of interest to the many 
students of Great Britain stamps. A fact is 
also brought out, I have not seen noted before, 
namely that after the retouched die was com
pleted secondary dies were taken from it, in 
order to obviate the necessity of a further re
touch at any future period.

The New South Wales plates mentioned in 
the letter are those used for the "diademed” 
issue of 1856.

In connection with the subject of the above 
letter, some of my readers may remember that 
at the London Exhibition of last year Messrs. 
Perkins, Bacon and Co., Limited, showed the 
original communication they received from the 
Board of Inland Revenue, approving of the re
touched die. As this letter has so far remained 
unpublished, and it is important as giving the 
exact date when the die was approved, I add 
a copy of it here : —

“Inland Revenue, Somerset House, London.
“November n th , 1854.

“Gentlemen,—The Board of Inland Revenue 
have had before them your letter of the 3rd 
instant, transmitting an impression of a new 
steel die prepared by you for the one penny 
postacre label.

“I am directed to state that the Board ap
prove of the impression submitted, and I am 
to authorise you to proceed with the preparation 
of steel plates by transfers from the die from 
which this impression was taken.

“I am, etc., etc.,
"(Signed) THOMAS KEOGH."
"Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co.”

Confittenfaf (pfttfafefg*
I.e T im ire-Fosu.—Brussels.

TH E TEN CENTS 1863 OF THE CONFEDE
RATE STATES.

In our last number we gave some extracts 
from American Journals with regard to the Con
federate stamps, and this month we follow the 
matter up by giving some particulars from a 
very learned paper appearing in the above jour
nal.

In our older catalogues (since 1877) wc had 
always stated that the 10 cent of 1863 were 
printed at Richmond and at Columbia. In our 
last catalogue, however, we said the first print
ing, the one at Richmond had the background 
lined vertically, whereas the second printing at 
Columbia had the lines of the background 
crossed and the corners defective.

This description, however, was pointed out to 
us to be incorrect, and we shall try to be more 
explicit.

South Carolina was the first state to secede 
from the Union on December 20th, i860, other 
states followed and in January, 1861, Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Texas imitated South Carolina. These formed 
on the 19th of February an independent State 
under the name of Confederate States of Ameri
ca. In April they were joined by Arkansas, 
North Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia. Rich
mond was chosen as capital.

The postal service ceased ou the 31st of May, 
1861 between the Northern States and the eleven 
Southern States. It is obvious therefore that 
the first stamps of the Confederate States must 
have appeared after this date. From the begin
ning they were printed at Richmond at the litho
graphic institute of Hoger and Ludwig.

The to cents first came to Elurope in August, 
1863 and was at once chronicled in the Timbre- 
Poste, and thinking it had been issued perhaps 
one month earlier we gave the date as July 1 
1863. From later information, however, we 
found it was issued already in January, 1863.

It appears the first stamp “TEN CENTS,” en
graved by Mr. Archer of Richmond must have 
been issued towards the end of the year 1862,
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and not in January, 1863. This “TEN CENTS” 
did not please a certain Mr. Brown, of the 
Postal Department, but was issued. The objec
tion to this stamp was the portrait, which was 
not liked. The government decided to change 
the stamps and ordered Mr. Halpijj to mhke a 
new die. The 10c. blue was the result. In con
sequence of the large demand for stamps both 
plates the “TEN CENTS” and the “10 CENTS' 
were used for printing, but in the process of 
transfer the die of the “TEN CENTS” was 
broken, and was, of course, useless, hence the 
rarity of this stamp.

It follows from the above and it is not dis
puted that the “TEN CENTS” preceded both 
the types of the 10 cents.

Description of the 10 CENTS: Portrait of 
Jefferson Davis, President ot the Confederate 
States to the right in an oval, the background ot 
which consists of vertical lines crossed by hori
zontal lines, surrounding this oval there is an
other horizontally lined, the frame is rectangu
lar having the corners cut off and rounded, and 
having as inscription at the top in a curved band 
“POSTAGE” and at the bottom “to CENTS’ 
both in white letters, on the left in gothic letters 
“THE CONFEDERATE” and on the right 
“STATES OF AMERICA.”

Engraved by Halpin and printed in colour on 
white paper of various textures imperforate. 
We sav imperforate, although they exist perfor
ated, but they are only of a private nature.

The differences in "the types arc as follows:
I. Type. The head is larger than in the li. 

Tvpe, the nose is curved, the cheek bone very 
prominent, the ear long, the hair well arranged 
especially at the back, the shadows on the neck 
are clearly marked with single lines for edges, 
and the beard has four thick lines representing 
curls.

The frame has the ornaments in the angles 
filled in between the scrolls; in W'ell printed 
copies a line following the outside frame can 
be seen, the vertical lines of the background in 
the oval are very prominent, the horizontal lines 
hardly visible.

The inscriptions at both sides are on a lined 
background.

The oval is nearly mm. larger than type II. 
and is closer to the inscriptions above and below.

II. Type. The head is not so large, the nose 
straighter and more pointed than in the first 
type, the cheekbone less prominent, the ear 
larger, the hair more open and wavy, the sha
dows on the neck have nearly disappeared on 
the right, while those towards the beard are 
curved, the neck is not so straight, the edge 
consists now of a thick line and the beard con
sists of two thick lines, one curved, the other 
oblique.

The ornaments of the frame are incomplete 
and are not so well shaded as those of the first 
type.

The inscriptions at the sides are on a solid 
background.

The oval is % mm. smaller and the btek- 
ground consists of distinctly crossed lines.

The question now arises which is the first 
issue. Mr. Evans thinks, the II type was used 
first, Mr. Mah£ has the contrary opinion. ( Mr. 
Evans possesses a “10 CENT S' printed in the 
same shade and on the same paper as the “T E a  
CENTS” ; this is Tp^e I., whereas Type II in 
this shade has not been found yet. Besides there 
is a small flaw on the stamps of Type II., namely 
a vertical white line crossing the two lower hori
zontal lines of the oval over the letter “N ’ of 
“CENTS.” This flaw happened when the die 
was made.

In order to repair the accident as quickly as 
possible the engraver Halpin made at once a 
copy of the head and of the oval, which was 
inserted into the existing frame, so that this type 
is really made of two pieces. To make this 
not easily seen the outer portions were retouched. 
Hence we find the scrolls of a different shape, 
the spaces between them are filled with small 
lines, finally the whole stamp tvas surrounded 
with a line, which is rarely visible.

It is quite imposible, that the order of the 
tvpes can be otherwise than we have given them, 
the dates of the obliterations and the shades of 
the first printings prove the correctness of cur 
order.

Strange to say Type I. has plate numbers 3 
and 4, and type II. plate numbers 1 and 2, four 
plates were used for the printing and of these 
only plate I was replaced, otnerwise the four 
plates were used indiscriminately.

The printing was done by different houses: 
At first Archer and Daly were the printers. The 
plates were numbered 1-4 without name of the 
firm (we have not seen plate 1 without name, but 
it must exist, as the inscription, which was ad
ded later on is not ranged on the same line), 
they were later on signed “Archer and Daly, 
Bank-Note Engravers, Richmond, Va.” (No. 1, 
2 and 3). The partnership having been per
haps dissolved, the name “and Daly” was effaced 
from later printings, although leaving "Engra
vers” in the plural (No. 1 and 3) ; later sheets 
have simply “Bank-note Engraver, Richmond, 
Va.’” (No. 4.) at last in 1864 the stamps arc 
printed by “Keatinge and Ball, Bank-note E n
gravers, Columbia, S.C.” (No. 1-4.)

These plate numbers are always alike, No. 3 
and 4 are type I, Nos. 1 and 2 type II., and they 
can always" be found in the same positions:

On the left.
No. 1 under the 6th stamp.
No. 2 under the 6th stamp.
No. 3 under the 5th stamp.
No. 4 between the 5th and 6th stamp 

On the right.
No. 1 under the 5th stamp.
No. 2 under the 5th stamp.
No. 3 under the 5th stamp.
No. 4 between the 5th and 6th stamp.
That the names of the firms were added later 

on can be clearly seen from the position of the 
letters.
tst P late: Archer and Daly or Archer.

On the left: begins towards the end of the 
| 1 st stamp.
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On the righ t: begins towards the end of the 
6th stamp.
1 st Plate : Keatinge and Ball.

On the le f t: begins with the 1 st stamp.
On the rig h t: begins with the 5th stamp. 

2nd P la te : Archer and Daly.
On the le f t: begins with the 1st stamp.
On the r ig h t: begins with the 6th stamp.

2nd Plate : Keatinge and Ball.
On the le ft: begins with the 1st stamp.
On the rig h t: begins with the 5th stamp.

3rd Plate : Archer and Daly or Archer.
On the left: begins under the 6th stamp.
On the rig h t: begins under the 6th stamp. 

3rd Plate : Keatinge and Ball.
On the left: begins before uie 6th stamp.
On the rig h t: begins after the 5th stamp.

4th Plate : Bank-note Engraver.
The arrangement of the inscription on this 

plate leads to the belief that this plate was never 
used by Archer and Daly or by Archer.

On the left: begins with the 2nd stamp.
On the righ t: begins with the 2nd stamp. 

4th Plate: Keatinge and Ball.
On the left: begins before the 1st stamp.
On the r ig h t: begins before the 1st stamp. 
The Monthly Journal states, that Archer and 

Daly did not fulfil the conditions of their con
tract and that therefore another contract was 
made with Keatinge and Ball of Columbia, who 
were asked to put the name of their firm on the 
sheets, so that the Department could determine 
the responsibility of the printers.

Richmond had been threatened several times 
and General Grant was daily expected to lay 
siege to the town, it was considered best there
fore to get the stamps printed elsewhere in order 
to ensure regular supplies to the different Con
federate post offices. This, Mr. Moens thinks, 
is the true reason of the change of the printer, 
not the one above mentioned.

The wisdom of the change was amply justi
fied, because already on the 17th June, 1864, 
General Grant arrived to besiege the town of 
Richmond.

Before going any further let us now make the 
following observations:

I Type: The line which surrounds the stamp 
is sometimes seen in full, sometimes only in 
part and sometimes not at all on the same sheet.

The line is more or less thick just above the 
value “10 cents.”

The outer lines on both sides of the oval are 
single or double or entirely or partly absent.

II. Type. The latter peculiarities appear 
here also ; single, double or partly on the right 
hand side.

These are, however, only accidental varieties, 
caused perhaps by the transfer or by bad im
pression, therefore of minor importance.

All the sheets contain 200 stamps in 2 panes of 
10 rows of 10, owing to the paper having shrunk 
or stretched all the sheets vary more or less 
in size.

I. Printed at Richmond.
Issue of January, 1863.

It is not known to us, whether the first plate 
had a plate number. We do not think so, be
cause the administration only decided to do so, 
when the plate with the flaw mentioned above 
was used.

Various papers were used.
a. White porous paper, thick, soft to the 

touch, gum yellowish.
b. Same paper, but ribbed, gum white.
c. White hard thin paper, rough to the touch, 

gum varies.
d. White hard laid paper, rough to the touch, 

gum varies.
The lines on the neck cross each other lightly 

and more often not at all, the oval, lined verti
cally, shows the horizontal lines only lightly 
and sometimes not at all.
I Type. 10 cents ashy blue, paper a.

10 cents bright blue, paper a.
10 cents dark blue, paper a.

Variety:
Perforated in oblique lines.

I Type. 10 cents dark blue, paper a.
We have seen this variety on a letter from 

Atlanta, dated September 28th, 1863, but it 
must be unofficial.

After this printing it must have been decided 
to make use of the rejected plate, because Mr. 
Evans has a stamp printed from it and obliter
ated 29 April, 1863, this is the earliest date we 
have found.

Issue of April (?) 1863.
(2 plates a and b).

A. Contrary to the preceding stamps and 
standing quite alone the stamps of this plate 
are divided by horizontal and vertical coloured 
lines.

M. La Renotiere possesses a strip of 7 of these 
divided in this manner.

The distances between the stamps vary some
times '/imm. It is therefore clear that these 
lines were not drawn very exactly; we have 
specimens, where the vertical lines cross the hori
zontal lines.

Note.—All these stamps have on each side, 
but not clear, two lines forming the outer oval.
1, Without flaw over the N of Cents.
2. With flaw over the N of Cents.
II. Type. 10 cents milky blue, paper a.

to cents, pale’blue, paper a.
10 cents bright blue, paper a. 
ro cents greenish blue, paper a.
10 cents greenish blue, paper b.

The following obliterating dates have been 
found: 29 April, 12, 20 and 22 June, 15 July, 
8 August, 1863, and 20 September without year, 
no doubt also 1863.

The first printings show all the details of the 
engraving especially the crossed shadings on 
the neck.

One must believe that this plate was used until 
it was completely worn away, the varied shades 
mean numerous printings, the wear and tear of 
the plate is such, that sometimes no trace can
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be found of the lines of shading or of the beard. 
On a specimen in the collection of Mr. Evans 
(Mobile, 10 June, 1863) the upper left hand por
tion of the stamp resembles three whjte balls.

We believe that the numbering of the plates 
commenced with this printing. This plate 
most probably had number 1, the following num
ber 2, used at the same time (April, 1863) for 
the stamps of which we shall speak later on. 
This would explain why type 2 had been printed 
from plates No. 1 and 2, figures which should 
belong to the first engraved type. Mr. Evans 
has two specimens obliterated Charleston 30 
April, 186—(no doubt 1863).

We shall therefore adopt this date April, 1863, 
provisionally as that of the issue of the following 
stamps which were undoubtedly printed at the 
same time as the preceding ones.

B. Similar to the second type, but with cer
tain retouches on the outer left hand side.

The scroll is thinner and more oval; the de
sign is less curved below, the second outer line 
is completely gone on the left excepting at the 
top and bottom, the knot at the end of the line 
is less thick and the lower scroll is also smaller.

This is therefore the 2nd type retouched, con
sequently this plate is a new one.

1 he stamps of this plate have no separating 
lines, same as all those following.
Type 2a. to cents milky blue, paper a.

10 cents pale milky blue, paper a.
10 cents bright milky blue, paper a.
10 cents pale greenish blue, paper a.
10 cents bright milky blue, paper b. 

Type 1. to cents pale greenish blue, paper a.
10 cents pale green, paper a.

There is a variety without outer line of the 
oval on the left, but we do not attach any im
portance to it. We have found it on the two last 
stamps of plate 1 in all printings, it is therefore 
a defective transfer.

Of type 1, greenish blue we have seen part of 
a sheet with plate number 3, but without name 
of firm. We have only seen a block of 5 of the 
milky blue, not an entire sheet, the block be
longed to plate 2.

Another block, pale greenish blue bearing the 
words: “Engravers Richmond No. 2” would be 
completed by Archer and Daly shows cleariy 
that this plate No. 2 was already in use at this 
time.

About July, 1863 papers c and d were used 
as follows:

Issues of July (?) 1863.
a. brown gum.

Type 1. 10 cents pale green, paper c.
Type 2a. 10 cents pale green, paper c.

Tvne 1 is from plate 4, 2a from plate 2 ; all 
the specimens show clearly that they belong to 
the first printings.

b. greyish brown or brown gum.
Type 1. 10 cents blue, paper d.

10 cents pale blue, paper d.
Tvne 2a. 10 cents pale blue, paper d.

Type 1 has greyish brown and also brown gum 
and was printed from plate 4 Bank Note En
graver,” and from plate 3 "Archer;” type 2a

has greyish brown gum and is from plate 1 
“Archer” (?)

c. white gum.
Type 1. 10 cents pale green, paper c.

10 cents pale blue, paper c.
10 cents blue, paper c.
30 cents sky blue, paper c.
10 cents bright blue, paper c.
10 cents greenikh blue, paper c.
10 cents pale blue, paper c.
10 cents dark blue, paper c.
10 cents blue green, paper c.

Type 2a. 10 cents pale green, paper c.
10 cents blue green, paper c.
10 cents dark green, paper c.
10 cents greenish blue, paper c.
10 cents pale blue, paper c.
10 cents slate bluet paper c.
10 cents bright blue, paper c.
10 cents very dark blue, paper c.

These are the principal shades.
Variety:

Perforated in lines.
Type 1. 10 cents pale blue green, paper c.
'1  ne 3 o cents pale blue type 1 belongs to plate 

3 “Archer” ; type 2a pale green and pale blue 
to plate 1 “Archer” ; type 1 slate blue and 
greenish blue to plate 4 “Bank Note Engraver” ; 
type 2 same shade to plate 2 ‘‘Archer and Daly” 
and to plate t “Archer.”

Before passing to the stamps printed at Colum
bia we will just mention that various perfora
tions exist, these are not at all official. We 
have seen the following on paper c.
Type 1. 10 cents greenish blue, perf 13.
Type 2a. 10 cents greenish blue, perf 13.

10 cents blue, perf 13.
These were obliterated December (1863) and 

Mobile 4 and 26 January (1864).
2. Printed at Richmond.

Issue of February (?), 1864.
When conveying the printing works to a safe 

place the postal administration must have sent 
at the same time everything necessary to print 
stamps, i.e., ink, paper, etc. "

The same four plates, usetj for'printing at 
Richmond were also used at Columbia. The old 
firm is replaced by “Keatinge and Ball, Bank 
Note Engravers, Columbia, S.C.” and the num
ber (1—4).

Various papers were used as follows:
a. White porous paper, thick, soft to the 

touch, yellowish gum.
b. Same paper, ribbed.
c. White ordinary paper.
d. ?
e. Thick white.
No differences exist in the types, the stamps, 

however, appear mostly smeared, which tells of 
worn out plates. The double outer line of the 
oval does not appear sometimes on the right 
hand side.

ihe  first to appear was type 2a, plate 3, the 
impression of- which is less bad.

A : Greyish brown or brown gum.
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Type 1. 10 cents indigo, paper a.
. 10 cents indigo, paper b.

10 cents indigo, paper c.
Type 2. 10 cents deep blue, paper c,

10 cents dark blue, paper c.
10 cents indigo, paper c.

We have seen the stamp on paper b obliterated 
Albany 14 March, 1865, and once on paper a, 
Richmond 14 September (1864 probably).

B : Dark brown gum.
Type 2a. 10 cents indigo, paper c.

C : White gum.
Type 1. 10 cents indigo, paper c.

The stamps from plate 1 scarcely show the 
cross lines, they are, however, quite visible on 
the specimens from plate 2. The shades of 
these stamps vary very much, so much so that 
all the darker shades of blue can be found on 
one entire sheet.

Here also perforated stamps exist on paper c. 
Type 2a. 10 cents indigo, perf. i \ %.

The printings of Richmond and of Columbia 
can be separated by the foil' •ing points:

Those that were printed at T.ciimond have 
lines of separation, were printed on papers a 
and b with exception of the indigo blues, the 
light shades have white and brown gum and the 
dark shades (not indigo) have white gum.

Those that were printed at Columbia arc of 
the indigo shade on papers a, b, c, e, especially 
those showing the wear and tear of the plate.

We may mention type 1 Columbia on vertt- 
callv laid paper, but made like so many others.

General Beauregard retired very hurriedly on 
the approach of General Sherman and the tede- 
ral troupes and Columbia capitulated on Feb
ruary 16, 1865. From this day the printing of 
the stamps of the Confederate States ceased en
tirely.

At Columbia were found large quantities of 
10 cent stamps printed from plates 1—4 in 
indigo blue ; this shade must therefore be the 
last printing.

On April 3, 1865, Richmond, the last strong
hold of the Southern States fell, on May 10, 
President Jefferson Davis was made a prisoner 
and this put an end to the civil war.

How the postal service was taken over by the 
Federals is a puzzle to us. For instance Char- 
lotteville was taken on March 2, 1865, bv Gen. 
Sherman, yet we have a letter from this town 
dated the 9th of the month and franked with 
Confederate stamps ; better still we have one 
dated September 18, 1865, nearly 6 months 
after the capitulation of the town, and it is not 
marked unpaid.

More curious still we have seen a letter dated 
13 August, 1863, and bearing side by side a 3 
cents United States and a 10 cents Confederate 
States. The inscription on this letter is “By 
flag of truce via Fortress Monroe” and an octa
gonal handstamp “Pri-oner’s letter—examined.” 
Such correspondence was forwarded under flag 
of truce after being read. Tetters also exist 
with the inscription “By flag of truce via New 
Orleans (Ta.) and Mobile (Ala.), in addition to 
the oval handstamp “Prisoners letter examined.

L'Echo de la Timbrologie.—Amiens.
FRANCE.

The following extracts from the above jour
nal on the 20c. blue on pink paper by Mons. 
F. Marconnel will no doubt interest our readers. 
The existence of this stamp has been doubted 
very much, but Mr. Maury has at last seen in
contestable proof by having had a specimen of 
this value submitted to him, which showed the 
pink shade of the paper 3 mm. on the margin.

Mr. Marconnel says that the first issue was 
dated March, 1855, and lasted until the end 
of the year. The first paper employed was 
greenish, and the shades are

20 cent, blue on greenish 
20 cent, dark blue on greenish 

these two shades are quite distinct and make 
two distinctive varieties.

The 20 cent, blue on bluish paper date from 
1856 to 1858. In 1856 the paper is only slightly 
blued, in 1858 we find the whole from blue to 
violet pink. The principal varieties a re : 
ordinary blue on pale bluish 

„ ' „  blue grey
„ „ blue
,, ,, very dark blue-green
,, ., violet-pink
,, ,, bright mauve

In 1861 the same value was printed on paper 
having a decidely greenish cast. The differ
ence between the 1855 and the 1861 issues is 
very difficult, and the only guide is the ordinary- 
blue colour, in which the 1861 issue is printed.

To come back to the 20 cent, on pink paper 
we find that the Government experimented in 
1854 which colours were the best for postage 
stamps and for this purpose ordered trials to 
be made where various colours were employed. 
Until then the stamps were printed on white 
paper or on paper being only slightly tinted 
according to the colour of the stamp, for in
stance, carmine on pink, green on greenish, 
etc., a complete list of these essays would reach 
300, and would be very difficult to compile on 
account of the very slight difference in the tints. 
One colour seems to have had a very great pre
ference namely pink, which can be found not 
only on the essays of this issue, but also on those 
of 1872.

The 20 cent, exists as essay in brown, bistre, 
grey, olive, and blue. The paper of these 
essays v aries, but every shade can be found on 
pink paper. Some specimens may have passed 
through the post, I have passed a great num
ber of essays through the post for amusement, 
all were cancelled without attracting any notice. 
Because I possess an 80 cent, orange on white 
of this issue obliterated on a registered enve
lope is it necessary that this value was officially 
issued in this shade? All our issues with the 
exception of the Bordeaux are still available for 
postage and as most of our postal officials do 
not collect, they let them or essays or even re
prints pass without saying anything. I have 
asked collectors and dealers many a time to 
send me a letter franked with the 20 cent, on
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pink, but whenever I received one it was invati- 
ably one on violet-pink paper, only once I re
ceived one from a dealer and he owned when 
pressed that he had used the essay for this pur
pose. The essay is worth 50 francs, but he 
offered me the letter at 500 francs. The con
clusion to draw is evident.

I repeat I am convinced the specimen Mons. 
Maury has seen is either the essay or one of 
the two varieties mentioned above on violet 
pink or on bright mauve paper. The blue 
colour on the face affects the violet tint of the 
paper to such an extent, that it appears pink, 
but this violet shade can always be clearly seen 
on the back. The same with the mauve tinted 
paper, on the face it may be called pink, but 
never on the back.

That the stamp Mons. Maury has seen has 
a coloured margin of 3 mm. is the best proof 
for me, that the stamp in question is an essay.

The essays are printed on paper, originally 
white, on which in the first instance the 
required tint has been printed. The surface 
therefore is tinted, but the back is always white 
as in the case of the 20 cent, on yellowish paper 
of 1848.

The paper on which the issues of 1855—1861 
are printed was tinted in the manufacture and 
is therefore tinted throughout. To distinguish 
stamps of this period artificially coloured it is 
only necessary to cut a small strip from one 
margin and to examine the cut under a micros
cope, when the entire cut appears coloured in 
genuine specimens, whereas a fine white line 
apppears between the coloured surface and 
back.

Or if the stamp Mons. Maury has seen, should 
have more margin than the coloured 3 mm. the 
proof would be positive as the paper would be 
tinted on the surface only, not throughout, as 
it would be if manufactured.

I am still unconvinced of the existence of an 
official 20 cent, blue on pink paper.

(pflifafefg in f$e CofonteB*
The Australian Philatelist—Sydney.

NEW SOUTH WALES.
Some time ago a large number of 2d. and 3d. 

values of the 1854 issue of this country turned 
up in Sydney, the former with watermark “ 8 ” 
the latter watermarked “ 2.” The “find” caused 
Australian collectors great surprise, as these 
two errors were known to exist only in limited 
numbers. When, however, the 2d. appeared 
watermarked “1” and “6” suspicions were 
aroused and investigations instigated, which

have led to the following result from the pen 
of Mr. Hagen, which we take from the above 
journal.

“The faked watermarks are exceedingly like 
the original numerals in size and shape, and a 
great deal of ingenuity is displayed in fixing 
them up. I find that the genuine stamps have 
been thinned as fine, if not finer, than the Prus
sian stamps on so-called goldbeater’s skin. The 
stamp, instead of being backed up by one piece 
of paDer as mentioned by Mr. Ackland, has two 
separate pieces attached to it, both covering the 
whole of the skinned stamp. Both papers are 
very white and exceedingly thin, one apparently 
thinner than the other. In appearance it is 
fluffy when torn or rubbed, and soft, something 
similar to Japanese rice paper. The thinnest 
is attached to the stamp, and on this the water
mark is either impressed or cut out. Owing 
to the genuine paper showing clear, where the 
watermark is outlined it appears as if the figure 
was cut out, and the second paper is placed over 
the lot. The mucilage used in fastening the 
papers together must be very strong to with
stand the boiling for some minutes, as applied 
in England, and the soaking I gave it. Al
though again, a certain firm sent one to Eng
land, which arrived in two pieces, and Mr. 
Ackiand does not speak of leaving the stamp 
in the water extra long. A brown or dirty 
gum is placed on the back, thereby adding 
age to the new paper and destroying the white
ness of it. I had great trouble in separating 
the papers. The stamps were in water for three 
hours, then placed in boiling water ; still they 
would not separate. As it was I was unable to 
remove the papers intact. After carefully re
moving the second layer of paper from Mr. 
Ackland’s 2d., and with it all traces of the ‘8,' 
I discovered slight traces of the normal water
mark on the edge of the stamp, a portion of the 
thick nart of the ‘2’ showing, and part of the 
tail right away down in the corner of the stamp. 
I have treated three of the stamps, inclusive of 
the above 2d., one other being another 2d. from 
which I have removed the outside thin layer of 
paper, laying bare the inner paper, exceedingly 
white, with the figure. ‘8’ showing clearly as if 
outlined in pencil, also with a corner of this 
paper again removed, showing the genuine 
paper underneath. The other stamp treated 
was a 3d. This I have cleaned of ail foreign 
paper, and the normal watermark is clearly 
seen, being the Large Crown, second type, re
versed. The papers removed from the backs 
of these stamps are being preserved for future 
reference, as I have still hopes of being able 
to trace the fraud home to the fakers, and have 
them convicted.
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E ditor : G. B. DUERST.

A four cent, stamp is shortly to be issued in 
Canada. This value will be used principally 
for one ounce letters, when tnc Imperial Penny 
Rate comes into force.

The love to abbreviate names seems to be 
natural with the Yankees. P.I. and P.R. ex
plain themselves, but what about Cuba? Is it 
to be Cu. or Ca. or Cub? As one paper has 
it the last would be a very suggestive name for 
the new arrival in the family of Uncle Sam.

N o v e m b e r  15th, 1898..
On account of the much regretted death of 

the Empress of Austria the Philatelic Exhibi
tion at Ratisbon has been postponed until May 
next year.

A letter was received in North Adams, Mass., 
last month, from Harry Brown, of Company M, 
Second Massachusetts, before Santiago. He 
wrote on the envelope in place of a stamp, 
“Kind Uncle Sam, please pass this through. 
I ’m a soldier, broke, with money due.” The 
letter was forwarded all right, and it made his 
people glad.

Some new places in the States: — 
Hobson, Va.
Dewey, N.C.
Sampson, Fla.
Sigsbee, Ark.
Manila, Ky.

Such is fame.

A new Canadian Philatelic Society was formed 
at Montreal on September 16th. The title 
is the League of Canadian Philatelists.

Some of the Congo Free State stamps seem 
to have been intended for curiosities, not for 
postage stamps. Mr. Kiick has found the fol
lowing wonderful combinations of perforation : 
Issue 1894-6.

12 14

14

13

12 14

10 centimes
12

' 3

14

1 3 )4

13

12
12 14
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A discovery of great importance to the litho
graphic trade is claimed to have been made by 
a member of a large firm of German colour- 
printers and lithographers, Herr Jos. Scholz, of 
Mayence. It is said that after experiments spread 
over a number of years, a perfect substitute has 
at last been found for the litho stone, while with 
this substitute the colour printer can ob
tain many results that are impossible with stone. 
“Algraphy” is the name given to the new inven
tion, which is a process by which the surface of 
aluminium plates are so chemically changed 
that they can be used by lithographic printers 
instead of stone. Among the many advantages 
claimed for “Algraphy’' are that the plates cost 
less than one third the cost of stone, that the 
plates cannot be broken or damaged .under 
pressure, that the life of plates is much greater 
than stones, that there is a great saving in space 
100 plates occupying no more space than one 
stone, saving of "labour in handling, saving in 
carriage, and better quality of work. We have 
seen a number of beautiful samples of litno 
work turned out by the “Algraphy” process, in 
colours and otherwise. ,The plates are also 
adapted to printing on rotary machines, and 
where long editions are required this must result 
in an immense saving in cost. “Algraphy” 
is being worked by many leading firms in Ger
many, Austria, France, America, and other 
countries while it is already extensively in opera
tion in many Government Printing Works in 
Germany and Austria. We understand a 
limited company with a moderate capital is 
about to be formed to purchase the patent rights 
for Great Britain and the Colonies j(except 
Canada) and British Dependencies.

The following announcement by Stanley Gib
bons, Ltd., emphasizes our remarks in the Sep
tember number: —

“What has struck us as a remarkably good 
sign of the times has been the wonderful and 
unprecedented sale of postage stamp albums 
during what are usually termed the quiet 
months. It is difficult to give exact figures, 
but we are of opinion that the sales during the 
past four months have been fully 40 per cent, 
higher than those of any previous year. Of 
the new edition of the Imperial Album alone, 
up .to September 8th, we had sold 4,417 copies. 
Considering that these books range in price 
from 7s. 6d. to 70s. each, the sale is certainly 
very striking. But another very good point is 
that the demand for the cheap albums, at is. 
and 2s. 6d. each, has also been phenomenal, 
and we have been continually running out of 
stock. The wholesale orders alone have been 
clearing us out much quicker than we are able 
to get the books bound. We are glad to say 
in this connection that we find a steadily-in
creasing demand for our books from the colo
nies especially from India and Australia. Dur
ing the past four weeks we have shipped fully 
^400 worth of albums to Australia alone, show
ing that our friends there are "taking a largely- 
increased interest in stamp collecting. All

of G reat B ritain.

this increase in the number of younger collec
tors is to be highly commended, as amongst 
such a large number no doubt many will deve
lop into serious Philatelists.”

‘Otgeotterteg*
COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC.

1870 5c. black on orange paper.
1882 5c. dull slate.
1886-7 toe. orange, imperforate.

20c. purple, imperforate.
2c. red, imperforate, vertically.
2c. red on orange paper.

Bogota. Imperforate, also on thick bluish 
paper, and on distinctly lilac paper. 

Antioquia. 1889, 2}4c. green imperf.
ioc. red, imperf.

Bolivar. 1879, 20c. green.
From the Eastern Philatelist.

BARBADOS.
W. Ostara has shown us the id. carmine, 

1882-4 issue perforated diagonally, and each 
half surcharged vertically in black HALF 
PENNY. The stamp was used on a piece of 
euvclope.

In our August number we published under 
the heading of “Forgeries” the discovery of a 
lot of is. green, 1867, issue of Great Britain 
found amongst a large quantity of used stamps. 
At the time we gave Messrs. Stanley Gibbons 
Limited, the credit of this discovery, but since 
then we have been informed and on the face 
of the particulars given, we cannot doubt that 
the credit belongs to Mr. Charles Nissen, of the 
firm of Riley and Nissen. Mr. Nissen informs 
us that he found the forgery postally used al
ready in May last. All collectors interested in 
British Stamps and wishing to possess enlarged 
photos of the original as well as of the forgery 
can have same on forwarding 2d. in stamps to 
106, High Holborn, London, W.C.

<B$e §&ttonp Coffecfton in f0e Qpoefftf 
(gluseum af Q0erftn.

The official collection, although only hardly 
thirty years in existence is one of the largest of 
its kind. The State does not allow any money 
to be spent upon it, and apart from the stamps 
received through the exchange of all new issues 
through the office at Berne old stamps can only 
be obtained by the exchange of duplicates or 
bv presentation. Nevertheless the collection is 
worth about ^100,000, and is now housed in 
the new building of the Post-office, corner of 
Lcipziger and Mauer Strasse.

In this building the postal service can be 
followed systematically from the oldest times. 
We see there the writings and writing materials, 
carts, ships, of the old Egyptians and Assy
rians, the Greeks, the Romans and the North 
Europeans. Then we see the improvement in 
the middle ages, we can follow this improve
ment in the XVI., XVII., XVIII., and XIX. cen
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tury. Every item of the postal service, whether 
courriers on foot or on horse, whether mail 
coaches from the most primitive to the most 
approved styles letter boxes railway letter vans, 
field post, everything is there, every item of the 
huge collection is easily accessible to the public 
in large well lighted rooms.

The philatelic library is not very large. 
Amongst English works we noticed: Philbrick 
and Westoby’s Stamps of Great Britain, Evan’s 
Fhilatelic Handbook and Mulready Envelopes, 
Gilbert E. Lockyer’s Colonial and British 
stamps, Philatelic Record 1887—1889, the Lon
don Society’s publication “Oceania,” Ogilvie’s 
Handbooks, Earec’s Album Weeds, Stanley 
Gibbons’ Portuguese India.

Most interesting, of course, to a philatelist is 
the collection of postage stamps, envelopes, 
post cards, wrappers, essays, proofs and 
dies. This collection is shown in a large room 
having four windows due north, and is exhibi
ted in glass frames on 10 columns, each column 
has 25 frames, which are hung on hinges, each 
frame has two panes of glass one on each side, 
so that in all there are about 500 large sheets 
to be seen.

All the German rarities are, of course, to be 
found for instance, Brunswick I. issue, Olden
burg I.-III. issue, Hanover iggr blue, Bavaria 
bkr 1 . tvoe, Wurtemberg I. issue, Saxony error, 
Thurn and Taxis I. issue unused. Further
more, the four Moldavians, Tuscany, 3 lire, all 
the Cantonals, the red, rose, and yellow Mer
curies, Natal I. issue rose and blue, Cape of 
Good Hope, both woodblocks, Canada At 6, jA t  
10 and 12 pence, Nova Scotia is. (no margins), 
New Brunswick is. (good margins), 16 Guada
lajara (one used), Spain 2 reales 1853 and 1854, 
Great Britain V.R., Sydney Views one id., 
five 2d., two 3d. We also noticed the New 
South Wales consumptive Hospital Stamps. 
Amongst the envelopes we noticed all the 

values of Prussia, Thurn and Taxis, Baden, 
Hanover, Saxony Austria I. issue, Russia, and 
Finland, and especially Mauritius, amongst 
which the rare is. yellow, issue 1863. The Post
cards and wrappers were also very complete 
and a collection of official ship letters add large
ly to the interest of the collection.

The collection of original dies is especially 
interesting to the visitor, as these implements 
in the manufacture of postage stamps are larely 
seen. 1 he following are some of the dies that 
are deposited here: German Empire.

Steel die with Eagle and inscription for the 
issue of 1872.
13 Steel dies without eagle, A , 'A, A ,  1, 2, 2%,
5 Groschen and 1, 2, 3, 7, 9, and 18 Kreuzer.

2Steeldiesforthe stampsof loand 3oGroschen.
Steel die with eagle without value for the 

1875 issue.
4 Steel dies of 10, 20, 25 and 50 pf.
2 Steel dies of 1 and 3 mk.
Steel plate of 50 stamps of 10 pf.
Steel plate of 50 stamps of 20 pf.
Steel plate of 50 stamps of 25 pf.
Steel plate of 50 stamps of 50 pf.

North German Confederation.
26 steel dies for the stamps of A t ‘A, A t  •» 

2, 5 Groschen, 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 9 and 18 Kreuzer 
and A  Schilling.
> Steel die used for surcharging the envelopes 
of Prussia, Mecklenburg, Saxonv, &c.

PRUSSIA. ‘
5 small steel plates with the likeness of the 

King Frederic William IV. for the 1850 issue.
SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN.

5 steel dies with inscription “ Herzogth-Schles- 
wig and the value A t  1 'At l A t 2 and 4 Schilling.

5 steel dies with inscription “ Schleswig- 
Holstein and the value A t l A t I Ĵ > 2 and 4  
Schilling.

HANOVER.
Original dies of the 3 pf. value of 1853 and 

several dies for the production of the envelopes.
SAXONY.

G plates for the values of A t 2t 3> and 5 
Neugroschen.

BRUNSWICK.
25 original dies for the 1832, 1856 and 1857 

issues.
MECKLENBURG-SCHWERIW

2 original steel dies with coat of arms.
5 dies for the stamps of 1, i% , 2, 3 and 5 

Schilling.
4 plates of 50 stamps each of A t 2, 3 and $ 

Schilling.
MECKLENBURG-STRELITZ.

1 original steel die without inscription and 
value.

0 dies with inscription and values (A t Vit U 
2, 3 Sgr and 1 sch).

6 plates Oi 50 stamps each of A t y?< L 2, 3 
Sgr and 1 sch.

HAMBURG.
Original stone for printing the 1)4 and 2A  

sch. of 1864.
Perforating machine used in 1S50-1860.

LUBECK.
G dies for the envelopes of A t l t 1 A t 2t 

2'/. and 4 Schilling.
G plates of 50 stamps each of A t U I/21 2, 

2'/7 and 4 ocmiling.
BERGEDORF.

Original stone, with which the stamps were 
printed from 1861-1867 (A t  U xA t 3 and 4  
Schilling.

BADEN.
Various dies etc. for the manufacture of the 

e n v e l o p e s .
HELIGOLAND.

4 steel dies for the borders with the inscrip
tions 5opf.—6 pence, 25pf.—3 Pence, 10 pf.— 
iA  Pence, 5 pf.—3 Farthings.

4 plates for the above of 25 stamps each.
1 plate for the head of 50 stamps.
2 steel dies for the stamps of 1 and 5 mark.
We can recommend a visit to the Museum to

every philatelist. It is open free of charge 
every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Fri
day from 11 a.m.—2 p.m.
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p.3.0.13. H&pectlscr Hbvertlslng ‘Rates.

- P r i c k  P e r  I n s e r t io n

Once. 3 times. 6 times. 12 limes
s. a. .. d. 5. d s. d.

1 page .... ... 300 27 O 22 6 20 O
%  page ... ... iS 0 16  6 13  6 12  O
Xpage .... ... 10  0 9 0 7 6 6 6
%  page .... ... 6 0 S 6 4 6 4 0

No smaller displayed advertisements will be taken 
than 1 -8th of a page.

Advertisements smaller than tnis must be inserted 
in the EXCHANGE COLUMN, which in future 
will be reduced to the rate of SIX WORDS A 
PENNY, irrespective of length. They will be in 
serted in small type and no display whatever allowed

BUSINESS CARDS 5/-for 12 INSERTIONS
1

CASH IN ADVANCE.

C0e $0ifafefic 3o«rnaf of <0reaf 
Q̂ Ttfatn,

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Per Annum ... ... .. 2/6 post free.
Single numlier ... ... ... 3d. ,,

All subscriptions commence with January 
L’ABONNEM ENT

Par an ... ... ... Fes 3.15 franco.
,, numero ... ... ... „ 0.30 „

Tout alronnement esl dat£ du Janvier.
BEZUGSPREIS

I'erjahr ... ... ... M. 2 50 post frei.
Jede Nuramcr ... ......... o 25 ,,

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.
N o t i c e  : Publishers of Philatelic Magazines ex

changing with this Journal are requested in future to 
send one copy to the Editor, G. B. Duerst, Rolandseck, 
Athol Road, Alexandra Park, Manchester, and a 
second copy to the Publisher, William Brown, Salis
bury, Englard.

N o v e m b e r  15th, 1898.

What we already pre- 
Not Imperial dieted in our September 
but Universal number has come to pass. 

Penny Postage. The United States Post
office has pronounced it

self in favour of a penny-postage rate with Great

Britain, and if these two nations adopting the 
recommendation then a universal penny rate 
can only be a matter of time.

To give an idea of the magnitude of the 
correspondence between Great Britain and the 
United States we find that last year we sent 
eleven and a half millions of letters to the 
L'nited States, whereas we sent rather less than 
eleven millions to the British Colonies of Aus
tralasia, Canada and Africa. Although this 
fact is not an absolutely convincing proof, that 
a penny rate to the United States is a neces
sity, yet it may be said that a .penny letter rate 
would be of the greatest benefit for countries 
having such an enormous correspondence. In 
any case there is ample justification for a penny 
letter rate in the fact, that they are a great Eng
lish-speaking nation, that we are exchanging 
an enormous correspondence with them, that 
great numbers of British subjects have made 
and are still making their homes there, and that 
it is in the general interests of civilsation no 
less than in our own that everything should be 
done to weave closer the ties that bind the two 
nations together. It is to be hoped therefore, 
that the British Government wilt raise no obsta
cles in the way of accepting the offer which the 
United States Government has been recom
mended to make by the Assistant Postmaster- 
General Merritt. This recommendation is un
doubtedly an outcome of Great Britain’s action 
regarding her colonies, and it is said that the 
necessary negotiations are soon to be opened.

It is, however, very important to consider the 
monetary sacrifices both countries, at least for 
a few years will have to make and to consider 
whether they are in proportion to the benefits 
that will undoubtedly result from such a recipro
cal arrangement. It is estimated that the loss 
to the revenue of our Post-Office would be about 
,£75,000 for the fir.-t year, calculated upon a 
basis of three half pence per letter on twelve 
million letters. The loss to the United States 
Post-office must be greater even than ours owing 
to the fact that they have to collect, and to dis
tribute the correspondence over a much larger 
area, than we have. The loss as estimated is 
too small to be an impediment to the proposed 
arrangement and we venture to say would be 
turned into a profit in a few years.

We are also told that action need not be 
taken by the American Congress, nor is it 
necessary to apply to the Universal Postal 
Union. The Postal Union Convention con
tains a clause which says, that any two or more 
countries have the right to make separate ar
rangements tor the reduction of postal rates or 
for the improvement of postal relations and 
facilities.

We are therefore in the position of seeing 
the work so happily commenced by Great Bri
tain and her Colonies adopted by other coun
tries and in a very fair way of becoming univer
sal.
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International JJiulatrltc (̂ .iftt&ttton,
JHanchf^tcr, 1899,T O  BE H E L D  A T

T H E  C IT Y  A R T  G A L L E R Y .
The arrangements for this Exhibition next summer have been materially advanced during the 

past month. Above is a view of the City Art Galleiy, the use of which has been obtained from the 
Corporation for the Exhibition, and as it occupies a commanding position in a leading thoroughfare 
in the centre of the city, and is excellently lighted from above it is in every way most suitable for 
the purpose.

Promises of support are being freely received from the leading philatelists, a number of Special 
Medals have been promised, and the members of the Manchester Philatelic Society amongst whom 
the Guarantee Fund will be raised are responding liberally to the appeal of the Finance Committee.

A sub-committee has been occupied for some time in drawing up the Prospectus, which will be 
printed and circulated by the middle of this month. In this number will appear a list of the various 
classes with the awards given, futther details will appear next month.

All those who wish to receive a special copy of this Prospectus with application paper for space 
are requested to communicate with the Hon. Secretary at the Exhibition Offices, 2 Cooper Street, 
Manchester.

CLASS I.
Will consist of Special Collections of Postal Adhesive Stamps of Great Britain.

Division i. Postal Adhesive Stamps of Great Britain, unused only.
„ 2. „ „ „ „ (single specimens only)
„ j .  „ „ „ used only.

Awards.—Div. i .—One Gold, i Silver and i Bronze Medal 
„ 2.—One Silver and i Bronze Medal.
„ j — One Silver and x Broze Medal.

CLASS II.
For Special Collections of Postal Adhesive Stamps of any one of Countries or combinations of

Countries named below :—
Division i .  British Empire, including Protectorates, etc.

A. ' ' ■
British Guiana.
Cashmere and Native States of India (any two). 
Ceylon.
Mauritius.
New South Wales.

New Zealand. 
Queensland. 
South Australia. 
Victoria.
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Aw ards .—1 Gold and 2 Silver Medals. 
B.

Canada.
Cape of Good Hope.
India.
Natal.
Newfoundland.
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, British Columbia 

and Vancouver.

StraitB Settlements and Dependencies. 
South Australia, departmental stamps. 
Tasmania.
Trinidad.
Western Australia.

A w ards .—One Gold, 2 Silver and 1 Bronze Medal.
C.

Barbados. 
Fiji Islands. 
Heligoland. 
Labuan. 
Nevis.
St. Lucia.

Bahamas.
British Bechuanaland. 
British Honduras. 
Cyprus.
Grenada.
Griqualand.
St. Helena.

Antigua.
Bermuda.
Cook Islands. 
Dominica. 
Falkland Islands. 
Gambia. 
Gibraltar.
Gold Coast.
Hong Kong.

St.Vincent.
Turks Islands.

. Ceylon, from 1863.
New South Wales, from i860.
Victoria, from 1862.
Western Australia, from 1861.

Awards.—Two Silver and 1 Bronze Medal.
D.

British Central Africa.

:: Smith ’  [  A"V **»
Oil Rivers and Niger Coast.J 
British Guiana, from 1865.
Mauritius, from 1863.

A w ards .—One Silver and 2 Bronze Medals.
E.

Any two of the following :—
Ionian Islands. 1
Jamaica.
Lagos.
Leeward Islands.
Malta.
Madagascar.
Montserrat.
North Borneo.
Prince Edward Island.

A w ards .—One Silver and 2 Bronze Medals.
Division 2. Europe.

A.

St. Christopher. 
Seychelles. 
Sierra Leone. 
Tobago.
Virgin Islands. 
Uganda. 
Zanzibar. 
Zululand.

i
t

Austria, Austrian Italy, and Hungary.
France and Monaco.
Greece.
Roumania with Moldo-Wallachia.

Aw ards.—One Gold, 2

Russia, Finland, Russian Levant, Wenden, and 
Poland.

Spain.
Switzerland.
Turkey.

Silver and 1 Bronze Medal.
B.

Germany, any two of the following :—
Baden, Bavaria,‘Bergedorf, Bremen, Brunswick, German Confederation and Empire (including Alsace- 
Lorraine), Hamburg, Hanover, Liibeck, Mecklenburg-Schwerin and Strelitz, Oldenburg, Prussia, 
Saxony, Schleswig-Holstein, Thurn and Taxis and Wurtemberg.

Italy, any two of the following :—
Italy, Modena, Naples, Papal States, Parma, Romagna, Sardinia, Sicily, Tuscany.

A w ards .—One Gold, 1 Silver and 1 Bronze Medal.
C.

Bulgaria, Southern Bulgaria, Eastern Roumelia, Servia, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina (any 3). 
Roumania. Russian Locals. Switzerland (including Federals).

Germany, any three of the following :—
Baden, Brunswick, German Confederation and Empire, Alsace and Lorraine, Hanover, Liibeck, 
Mecklenburg-Schwerin and Strelitz, Prussia, Thurn and Taxis.

Italy, any three of the following :—
Italy, Papal States, Parma, Romagna, Sardinia, Sicily, San Marino, Eritrea.

A w ards .—One Silver and 1 Bronze Medal.
D.

Belgium.
Denmark and Iceland. 
Holland.
Luxemberg.

Norway.
Portugal.
Sweden.
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Afghanistan.
Japan.
Philippine Islands.

Azores and Madeira. 
Egypt and Suez Canal. 
New Republic.

Awards.—One Silver and I Bronze Medal.
Division 3 .  Asia and Africa.

A.
Portugese Indies.
Transvaal.

Awards.—One Gold and 1 Silver Medal.
B.

Persia.
Shanghai and China (no locals). 

Awards.—One Silver and 1 Bronze Medal.
C.

Any four French Colonies or Possessions I Orange Free State and Swazieland.
,, ,, Portugese „ „ „ |

Any four of the following ; —
Congo, Liberia, Dutch Indies, Sarawak, Siam, Corea, Formosa, German Colonies. 

Awards.—Two Bronze Medals,
Division 4. America.

A.
Brazil. Hawaii.
Buenos Ayres. Mexico (including locals).
Bolivia. Peru and Pacific Steam Navigation Co.
Colombian Republic (including various states). San Domingo.

Awards.— One Gold, 2 Silver and 1 Bronze Medal.
B.

Confederate States of America (including Postmaster I United States of America (including Postmaster stamps) 
stamps). I United Stales Locals.

Awards.—One Gold and 1 Silver Medal.
C.

Argentine Confederation and Republic, 
Chili.
Cuba, Porto Rico and Fernando Poo.

Uruguay.
Venezuela and La Guaira.
Hawaii, from 1864, and Tonga.

Any two of the following :—
Corrientes, Cordova, Costa Rica, Curacao and Suriname, Danish West Indies, Ecuador, Hayti, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Salvador, Guatemala, Paraguay.

Awards. — One Silver and 2 Bronze Medals.
Division 3.

.A
Any three countries in Europe.

B.
Any three countries in Asia or Africa.

C. .
Any three British Colonies or Possessions in Australia, North America or Asia.

' D.
Any three British Colonies, Possessions or Protectorates in Africa or West Indies.

E. . . .  . . . . .
Any three Countries in America or elsewhere and not coming within the definition of sub divisions.

A. B. C. D.
Awards. — One Bronze Medal in each sub-division.

N b._Division 5 is not intended for the advanced Specialist, and no one who has gained a medal at the Exhibition
in London in 1897 is eligible to compete.

CLASS III.
For Collection of Rare Stamps.

Division 1. Each Exhibit to consist of not less than 75 nor more than 100.
N .B .-In  this division pairs and blocks of the same stamp will be counted as one, but in no case must the total 

exhibit contain more than 200 stamps, each stamp in the block for this purpose being counted 
separately.

Division t .  Each exhibit to consist ot not more than TO stamps, and each stamp m Division 2 not to exceed 
catalogue (Stanley Gibbon’s) value of £2 each. ■

Awards.—Division I, One Gold and 1 Silver Medal,
„ „ 2, „ S i lv e r  and I Bronze „

CLASS IV. .
Will consist of entire General Collections of Postal Adhesives with or without Envelopes, Postcards, &c., in 

Albums or Volumes not less than 10 countries to be shown in any exhibit in Divisions 1,2 and 3.



226 P hilatelic Journal of G reat B ritain. Nov. 15, 1896.

Division 1.
m *■
»» 3 *
9 9 4
99 S-„ 6.

Without limit as to number. Awards.— One Gold and 1 Silver Medal.
Total number not to exceed 10,000. Awards,— One Silver and I Bronze Medal.
Total number not to exceed 5,000. Awards. — Two Bronze Medals 1
Collections of British Railway Stamps. Award.—One Bronze Medal.
Special Collections of a single Country. Awards —One Silver and I Bronze Medal.
Special Collections of any three of the British Colonies (all of whose stamps are obsolete 

at the date of this prospectus). Award.—One Silver Medal.
,, 7. Special Group Collections.

N.B.—In the grouping of Collections in Division 7 regard must be paid to considerations of either a Geographical, 
Historical, or Political Character

Award. -  One Silver Medal.
CLASS V.

Division /. For collections of entire Envelopes and Wrappers, one or more of the countries or combinations
of countries enumerated below :—

Austria, Hungary and Lombardy. 
Great Britain.
Germany and States.

Mauritius.
Russia, Finland, and Poland.
United States of America,

Divisions.—Not less than three of any Countries not enumerated in Division 1.
Awards: Division 1.—One Gold and 1 Silver Medal.

„  2.—One Silver and 1 Bronze Medal.
CLASS VI.

Will consist of Collections of entire Post Cards and Letter Cards.
Division 1. One or more of the Countries, or combinations of Countries enumerated below.

Russia and Finland. Belgium.
Germany and all States. Mexico.
Jamaica, Barbados and Trini lad. Roumania.
Japan. Spain and Colonies.
Luxemberg.

Division s. Not less than three of any Countries not enumerated in Division 1.
Awards'. Division /-—One Silver and 1 Bronze Medal.

,, z .—One Bronze Medal.
CLASS VII. -

For Exhibits by Stamp Engravers and Manufacturers of Postage Stamps and Telegraph Stamps.
N.B.—Stamps shown hy any person, firm, or company, in this Class, must be limited to specimens of their own 

work, and may comprise Stamps as issued, Proofs, or Essays, or all three.
Award. — Two Silver Medals with Diplomas.

CLASS VIII.
For Philatelic Literature and Works.

Division / .—Current Philatelic Journals Exhibited by the Publishers.
,, 2 —Philatelic Works published since 31st October, 1890, and shown by the Publisher.

N B.—In the case of serial publications in Division 1, the last volume published.
Awards.—Division 1.—Two Bronze Medals with Diplomas.

,, 2. —Two „ „ ,,
CLASS IX.

For Albums, etc.
Division / ,—The most suitable Album or Book for a special collection.

» .» .. >. general .,
Awards.—Division 1.—Two Bronze Medals with Diplomas.

»1 U O *1
CLASS X.

For Philatelic Accessories and Appliances for use by collectors.
Awards.—Two Diplomas.

CLASS XI.
Special arrangements of Stamps, Stampi on Original Letter Sheets or Envelopes, Proofs, Essays, Curiosities, and 

Objects of Interest in connection with Philately and Postal Service (including engravings).
Awards.—Two Bronze Medals.

A Special Gold Medal, being the Grand Prize of the Exhibition, will be given the most meritorious Exhibit of 
Adhesive Postage Stamps shown in the Exhibition.

No Exhibitor can take more than one prize in each Class (exclusive of Special Prizes) except in Class II., in 
which class not more than two prizes may be taken by one Exhibitor.

The Judges shall be at liberty to withhold any prize if from insufficiency of competion, or for any other reason 
they shall think that it should not be awarded.
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NOVEMBER, 1898, REPORT.
Honorary President—

His Honour Judge Ph i i .Brick, Q.C.
Honorary Vice-Presidents.

Vernon Roberts, Manchester.
R e v . W . B k l i ., C o rk .

President—
II. R. Oldfield, London.

Vice-Presidents—
W. Dornin'C Brckton, Manchester.
II. L. H ayman, London.

Committee—
F. E mpson, Birmingham ,
W. H adlow, London.
W. G. Hawkins, London.
J. E. J osei.in, London.
W. B. Kirkpatrick , Bournemouth.
W. Matthew s, London.
S . C . S k i p t o n , Salisb u ry.
C. T. Rf.ed, London.
II, T hompson, London. ■
B. W. Warhurst , London.

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer—
T. H. Hinton, 5, Paultons Square, Chelsea, London,

S . W .

Hon. Exchange Superintendent—
Dr. M a r x , 6, Haven Green, Ealing, London, W.

Hon. Librarian—
B. W. Wariiurst, 15, Paultons Square, Chelsea, 

London, S.W.
Hon. Counterfeit Detector.

W. I I adlow, 331, Strand, London, W.C.

Hon. Solicitors—
Messrs. Oldfield, Bartram & Oldfield, St. 

Stephen’s Chambers, Telegraph Street, Moorgate 
Street, London, E.C.

MEMBERSHIP.
Candidates for admission must be over 18 

years of age, and supply at least two satisfactory 
references. They wili then be proposed for 
election, and if no objection be lodged within j 
fourteen days, be duly elected. The entrance ■ 
fee, 2s. 6d. and subscription, 5s., should accom
pany the application, and will be refunded in the 
event of the non-election of the applicant.

NEW ADDRESS.
Fildes, 99, Trafford Road, Eccles, Manchester.

LIBRARY.
The Hon. Librarian acknowledges with thanks 

La Revista Postal, November, from Buenos Aires; 
Melita Philatelic Chronicle, November, from Malta ; 
Philatelic Record, November, from Messrs. Buhl & Co. 
Ary Donations to the Library gladly received and duly 
acknowledged. Will any member lend a copy of 
Messrs. Bacon & Hardy’s “ The Stamp Collector,” 
sending it to the Hon. Librarian, who will pay postage 
both ways and return in a week.

NOTICES.
The opening Meeting of the season was held at the 

Essex Hall, Essex Street, Strand, on October 19th, as 
announced, when there were present, the President, 
Mr. H. R. Oldfield (in the chair), and Messrs. Joselin 
Hadlow, C. T. Reed, H. Thompson, C. Forbes, H. 
A. McMillans, and the Hon. Sec. The following pro
gramme for the season was decided on 1898. Wed
nesday, November 16, The President (Mr H. R. Old
field), Display; Wednesday, December 14, Dr. E. 
Marx, Paper Linguistic Studies in connection with 
Stamps; 1899. Wednesday, January 18, Mr. C. 
Forbes, Display and Paper on Persia ; Wednesday, 
February 15, Mr. H. Thompson, Display and Paper on 
Fiscals; Wednesday, March 15, The President (Mr.
H. R. Oldfield), Display Servia; Wednesday, 
April 19, Mr. Joselin, Display; Wednesday, 
May 17, Annual General Meeting and Display, etc., to 
be announced. Several of the memlters present brought 
novelties and duplicates for exchange, and a pleasurable 
evening was spent by those present. It is hoped that 
all members that can possibly do so, will make a point 
of attending these meetings, bringing their duplicates 
with them and support the efforts of the Committee and 
make these meetings a success. Country meml>ers 
who may lie in town on any of above dates please note. 
The meetings will commence at 8 p.m. throughout the 
season, being preceded by Committee meetings on some 
evenings at 7.30 p.m. Any members specializing in any 
particular branch of Philately, are invited to inform the 
Hon. Sec., who may be able to put them in communi
cation with each other, to the advantage of all con
cerned. A few subscriptions ate still due, and the Hon. 
Sec. will be glad to receive same without delay.

THOS. II. HINTON,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer, 

5, Paultons Square, Int. Phil. Union.
Chelsea, London, S.W.

November 9th, 1898.

- H u -
O f OTHER

S h e f f ie l d  P h ila t e lic  S o c iet y .— The an
nual general meeting was held in the society’s 
room, on Wednesday evening, 5th inst. The 
president, Mr. J. F. Peace, occupied the chair. 
There was a large attendance of members. The 
reports of last year’s work were read and 
adopted, they showed that progress had been 
made in all directions, the names of eighteen 
new members and associates had been added
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to the register, the balance of funds at the cre
dit of the society, notwithstanding the extraor
dinary expenditure on the improvement of the 
Library, was higher than before. The pro
gramme for the current session, as submitted, 
was considered satisfactory and includes exhi
bits of stamps debates and papers on various 
philatelic subjects to be read by the members.

The second general meeting of this Society 
was held on the evening of Wednesday, 19th 
inst. Seven new members (including one lady) 
were ballotted for and elected. The rest of the 
time was devoted to an exhibit of the stamps 
of “Africa.” The most notable collections 
shown were those of Messrs. Hunt, Peace, Chap
man, and Sneath, the last named being speci- 
a. y strong, in the stamps of British East, South 
and Central Africa. ’

The following are the dates for displays and 
papers:
1898. December 7. Display “United States

of America.”
1898. December 21. The Stamps of Belgium

By Mr. Chapman.
1899. January 4. Display, “West Indies.” 

March 1. Display, “Spain and Colonies.” 
March 15. Forgeries with examples, by

Mr. Sneath.
May 3. Display, “France and Colonies.” 
May 17. The stamps of South Australia,

by the Rev. A. V. Roosmalen.
Birmingham Philatelic Society.—Honor

ary President, W. B. Avery, Esq. ; president, 
W. T. Wilson, Esq. ; vice-presidents, R. Hol- 
lick, Esq., W. Pimm, Esq. ; committee, Mr. 
H. R. Bewlay, Mr. P. T. Deakin, Mr. W. F 
Wadams, Mr. T. W. Peck, Mr. C. A. Stephen
son, Mr. W. S. Vaughton ; hon. secretary and 
treasurer, Mr. G. Johnson, B.A., official ad
dress, 208, Birchfield Road, Birmingham.

October 6. Annual general business meet
ing. The ofneers for the ensuing year were 
elected as above. '

T he accounts showing a net cash balance in 
hand of £62 19s. 4)^d. were audited, found cor
rect and approved.

The election of Mr. W. Schwarte was ap
proved.

The following were unanimously elected mem
bers : Madame C. Capt, Mrs. H. G. Campbell, 
Rev. W. I). B. Curry, Rev. J. H. Astley, and 
Messrs. G. A. Coombs, V. Essayan, R. C. Bach,
E. D. Hissard, A. Manoli.

The annual report showed that during the 
past session 35 members died, resigned or were 
dropped, and 49 new members were elected 
being a net increase of 14 over the previous 
session, and making a total of 241 members on 
October 1st, 1898.

The total amount circulated in the exchange 
packets during the year ending June, 1898, was 
.638,625 16s. 2d. of which .£5,437 6 s. 7d. was 
sold.

4,000 copies of the report were ordered to be 
printed and distributed as in previous years.

At the suggestion of several members it was 
resolved to devote alternate meetings to ex

change, discussion and short papers, in order 
to .make the meetings even more interesting 
than previously.

The programme was settled as follows: — 
October 6. Annual general business meeting. 
October 20. Presidential meeting, Mr. W. T. 

Wilson.
November 3. Exchange, discussion, short 

papers.
November 17. Display, St. Vincent.
December 1. Exchange, discussion, short 

paper.
December 15. Display, Novelties, curiosities, 

etc.
January 19. Exchange, discussion, .short papers. 
February 2. Display, N.S.W.
February 16. Exchange, etc.
March 2. Paper, New Zealand, Mr. W. Pimm. 
March 16. Exchange, etc.
April 20. Display, paper, Mr. R. Hollich.
May 18. Exchange, etc.

EDINBURGH.
The Scottish P hilatelic Society.—The 

isual monthly meeting was held in 5, St. An
drew Square, at 8.15, on the evening of Monday, 
icth of October.

Mr. Adam Smail, vice-president occupied 
the chair, and there were also present:—Dr. 
Ballantvne and Messrs. Henderson, Richard
son and Fish, with Mr. Bonnar as a visitor.

Doctors McLaren and Bucherer (Edinburgh) 
and Mr. W. Brettschnieder (Melbourne), were 
foimally admitted to membership.

Mr. Richardson kindly consented to make a 
display of some of his stamps at next meeting, 
the particular country or countries to be named 
in the notices sent to members before the meet
ing.

Dr. Ballantyne then read a paper on the 
Cancellations on Indian Stamps. He illus
trated his remarks with a large collection of en
tire letter-sheets and envelopes, as well as with 
neatly finished sketch copies of the postmarks 
referred to, on cards which were handed round. 
Excluding minor ones, he divided the oblitera
ting marks into ten distinct types, the French, 
the Irish, the Octagon, the name of the town 
with a diamond, an oval, and a circle, etc., and 
arranging them in chonological order. Some 
odd varieties of “Post Paid,” “Stamped,” 
“V.R.” in manuscript, etc., were displayed.

Dr .Ballantyne was most deservedly and most 
heartily thanked for his excellent paper, Messrs. 
Fish, Smail and Richardson freely expressing 
their high appreciation of it, and the pleasure 
they had derived from the lucid treatment of 
the subject. .

WILLIAM FISH, M.A.,
Hon. Secretary.

18, Montpelier Terrace.
Manchester Philatelic Society.—Presi

dent, W. Doming Beckton. The second meet
ing was held at the Grand' Hotel, on Friday 
evenimr, October 7th, Mr. Petri in the chair. 
The Hon. Secretary read a paper on “The Col

lection of Minor Varieties” dealing amongst
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other things with the correspondence on the 
subject which took place in the Stamp Collec
tors’ Magazine of 1866, and advocating a judi
cious discrimination between authorised and 
unauthorised issues.

A third meeting took place on Friday, .Octo
ber 21 st, the president in the chair.

Mr. M. Giwelb and Mr. E. C. Symons were 
elected members of the Society.

Mr. Munn read a paper on “The Stamps of 
South Australia” dealing only with the imper
forate and rouletted issues, and exhibiting speci
mens from his collection the fine condition of 
which was greatly admired.

At the fourth meeting on November 4th, the 
President again took the chair, and Mr. Sam 
Luke was elected a member of the Society.

1 he evening was fully occupied in the revi
sion of the Exhibition Prospectus drawn up 
bv the Prospectus sub-committee.

' G. FRED H. GIBSON,
Hon. Secretary. . 

T h e  H e r t s  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y .—The first 
general meeting of the above society was held 
at the Inns of Court Hotel, W.C., on Tuesday 
evening, October 20, Major E. Evans, R.A., in 
the chair in the absence of the hon. president 
(Harold J. White).

The ordinary business .of the meeting being 
concluded, Major Evans handed round his 

superb collection of Confederate States for the 
inspection of members, and imparted much 
interesting information as to the different plates 
printings, etc., of these stamps. Curiosities, 
anu new issues were displayed by Messrs. Bois 
and Bradbury, and lack of time prevented the 
reading of a paper prepared by the .Secretary. 
A cordial vote of thanks to the chairman ter
minated the meeting.

1 he first exchange p ack et of the  S ociety  was 
p u t in to  c ircu la tio n  on O ctober 25th.

The second general meeting of the above 
Society was held at the Inns of Court Hotel, on 
Tuesday, November 1st, at 7 p.m. As it was 
resolved that meetings should be held in Lon
don for the present, it was deemed advisable 
to reconstitute the committee, and the following 
were elected to serve: L. Bradbury, W. A. 
Bois, G. Gaffe, E. A. Mardon, Rev. Walter 
Jenks, F. A. Wickhart, with power to add two 
more to their number. It was agreed that the 
name of the Society be placed on the prospectus 
to be issued in connection with the International 
Philatelic Exhibition to be held at Manchester 
in July next, and that steps be taken for offer
ing at least one medal for competition.

At the termination of the business, Mr. Her
bert R. Oldfield, gave a display of his collec
tion of Bolivian stamps, accompanied with lucid 
and interesting explanations of the various 
plates, etc. A hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Oldfield brought an enjoyable evening to a 
close at 0.30 p.m.

fne first exchange packet of the society con
tained 28 sheets valued at /57a 3s. 4d.

H. A. SLADE, hon. sec. and treas.
Ingleside, St. Albans.

S u b u r b a n  E x c h a n g e  C l u b .—May packets 
returned from circulation at the end of Sep- 
temDer, and accounts were submitted and set
tled within eight days. Considering the num
ber of accounts involved, this must be deemed 
very satisfactory. Sales were as follows : — 

May At packet .£102 14s. ud .
May A2 packet, £91 7s. 4d.
May Bt packet, £41 2s. 3d.
May B2 packet, £40 15s. iod.

June packets have been received at time of 
writing, and sheets will be returned without de
lay. A fresh supply of stationery is now at 
the disposal of members. No supplementary 
rounds will be instituted in future, but non-con
tributors will be placed at bottom of lists. Bulky 
sheets will be excluded except under special 
circumstances.

213 sheets valued at £212 os. iod. gross, have 
been included in October packets for circula
tion. Medium and rare stamps, in good condi
tion (especially colonials) are now priced so 
moderately that buying members have excellent 
opportunities for completing sets very advan
tageously. Seven applications for membership 
have been received during the past month. Re
sponsible collectors of all grades are invited to 
apply for rules, etc., references to accompany 
every application. Secretary: H. A. Slade, 
Ingleside, St. Albans.

BRITISH EMPIRE.
British Bechuanaland. No one in England has seen 

the 3d. stamp mentioned in September and it is 
prolrable that it does not exist.

British East Africa. We have seen the ta. Zanzibar 
Sultan’s head with the name ‘ British ’—• East ’ 
— ‘ Africa ’ in red instead of black.

British South Africa. The Monthly Journal in
forms us that .Messrs. Waterloo are preparing 
another new design somewhat similar to the first 
issue but with numerals in upper corners. Only 
the id. so far has been seen.

id pink,
Gibraltar, The following is a l.st of Entires with 

value in pence : —
R .E . id. red, size F., stamp and llap on front,

W. id. green, size 325x300mm. 
id. carmine. ,,

P.C. id, green on buff,
4 + jd. „  ̂ „

id. carmipe ,, 
t +  id. ,, 1 ,,

India Cashmere. The M.J. notes a number of stamps 
that are possibly proofs or official forgeries 
printed from single dies,

A Post Card is also noted of the ordinary type 
but printed in black. This is piobably the 
Official Card that remainders were said to exist.

Off. P.C. &a. black on thick wove paper.
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Dhar. A fresh design has lieen made for this 
State superseding the type-set issue. The new 
stamps are lithographed with arms in centre in 
an oval inscribed with name above and value 
below. Only one value has so far been seen by 
the P .f. o f India, 
i  carmine, pin perf. i t j .

E . ia . Mueon laid, size 120x95mm.
P.C. la . purple on lilac, back cream, size taiX75m.m,

Queensland. A correspondent sends us copies of the 
new 4d. with figures of value in all four corners. 

4d. bright yellow.
St. Vincent Mr. Proudfoot informs us that a new 

issue is being prepared and will be issued on 
January 1st. These are almost the last of the 
old Perkins, Bacon, & Co’s, designs remaining 
iTi use.

Uganda. A new issue taking the place of the type 
set stamps is to be issued her . The design has 
a portrait of the Queen, the same as on the British 
East Africa, in centre with name above and value 
below. The rupee stamps are of larger size 
than the other values.

ia . carmine, perf. 14, wink, Crown CA. 
aa. lilac-brown
3a- grey
4a. deep green
8a. olive ,, ,,
xr. ultramarine ,, wmk. Crown CC.
5r. brown

Zanzibar. We have seen some copies of the Zanzibar 
on India la., lj£a. and 2a. surcharged ‘ 2>£ ’ in 
red. The types are the same as used for the 
‘ ' on in black (Gibbons Nos. 19, 20, 21,
Illustrations 2, 3 4). We have not seen all the 
types of each value but they must exist, 

a j in red on ta. plum, 3 types. 
a£ ,, i fa . brown ,,
a| ,, aa. blue ,,

OTHER COUNTRIES.
Austria. Hungary. We have seen some of the cur

rent stamps with a new watermark. The circles 
are larger and contain the Hungarian Crown 
instead of the letters ‘ kr.’ It takes a block of 
six stamps (two rows of 3) to show entire water
mark.

ik . black, new watermark.
3k. aifd green, new watermark.

. 5k. rose „
10k. ., blue „
20k. „  grey „
24k. „  puce and red, new watermark.
30k. ,, olive and brown „

Newspaper ik. orange (imped ) ,,
China. It is reported by the Collectionneur that the 

Fiscal stamp has been surcharged • 5 dollars.’
Ecuador. The T.P. chronicles the 5c. on 50c. men

tioned in September with black surcharge. The
I.B.Z. give a couple of envelopes.

Off 5c. in black on 50c. lilac (Fiscal!.
E . 2C. yellow, on thick white balonnC paper, size 145X

233mm.
3c. ultramarine ,, ,,

Guatemala. The K. P. Beige reports two fiscals sur
charged ‘ CORREOb • NACIONALES ’ —
‘ 2 ’—‘ CENTAVOS ’ in four lines.

ac. on re. deep blue (Fiscal), 
ac. on ic. lilac „

Haiti. The new Issue primed in the S tates is said to be 
in use. The provisional issue has by this time 
we suppose served its putpose of bringing money 
into the pockets of the Government officials. 
There are iwo designs, one with the head of the 
President Sinton Law and the other with the 
Arms, al»o some Postage Dues with figures of 
value in centre.

rc. blue, head.
2c orange ,,
SC. green „
4c. red, arms, 
sc. carmine, head. 
7C. grey
8c. catmine. arms. 

i5C.,oliv* „  
20c. black, head.
it. violet .,

P .D . zc. blue.
5c. brown

ioc orange.
50c. black.

Holland Suriname. The surcharge ‘ 10 ’—‘CENT.’ 
is in black on all the values King’s Head men
tioned last month, but the numbers then given 
seem to be wrong. The M.J. gives the num- 
hers according to their correspondent and other 
journals give other numbers. It does not seem 
to matter much as all was bought up by specu
lators.

ioc. on 12&C., M.J. 78,000, other journals, 80,000,
10c. on 15c. ,, 6,300 6,300.
toe. on 20c. „  68, too 54,000.
roc. on 25c. ,, 46,000 45,000.
roc. on 30c. ,, 32,000 6*,ooo.

Honduras. The lately chroniclad set with locomotive 
do not seem to have a chance of a long life as 
two values of a new set with arms in centre and
inscribed ‘ REPUBLIQUE MAYOR DE CA ’ 
are already reported.

ic  Orange, 
ac. pale blue.

Mexico. Mekeei's Weekly tells us that some of the 
current stamps come on a new paper without 
watermark. The 3c. has not appeared on paper 
with the RM and Eagle, but it has been printed 
on the old ‘ CORKEOSEUM ’ paper sideways. 
All are perforrted 12.

3C» brown, wmk. sideways, 
le. green on greyish, no wmk. 
ac. carmine ,, .•
3c brown „  ,,
5c. blue 1 ,,

New Republic. The M.f. notes some discoveries of 
the stamps of the abortive Republic lrom a 
South African Collection. They are on the blue 
granite paper, dated and without embossed arms 
and are new values. The values are inscribed 
with ‘ s ’ and ‘ d ’ for shillings and pence thus ; 
‘ 5s 6d ’—not* 5/6,’and all except the 30s. are 
used.

5s. 6d. 12 JA N  86.
105. JA N  86.
10s. 6d. 13 JA N  86.

On I lne gr.iniie paper,
12s. 13 JA N  86.

£1 .130s.
Peru. Messrs. Williams send us the ic. printed in 

green and informs us that stamps of the value of 
5 and to$. have been ordered Irom New York.

ic. green.
Portugal. India. The following complete the set of 

the new issue.
it. blue-green, 
at blue,
4t. blue on blue.
8t. lilac on rose,

Samoa, Messrs. Scllschopp write—‘ After the death 
of King Malieloa it was deemed advisable to 
withdraw the old 2j£d. stamps with his picture, 
and the postmaster had a lot of the 1/- provi
sionally surcharged 2j^d. From Entire sheets 
we find that the surcharging has been done by 
hand, every stamp being surcharged singly.’

The ■/- stamp is surcharged in two lines 
‘ Surcharged ’—‘ 2j£d.’ 

a id . in black on t/- rose.
Servia. Some of the current stamps are repotted to 

have appeared on plain paper (no longer granite). 
The Letter Card is noted in a new colour.
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5p. green on white. 
iot>. rose
P.D. aop. orange’brown on white.
L.C. 5p. green on greeuish.

Spain. Porto Rico. This country is having a dying
kick in spite of the Post Office being taken over 
by the States as we have proof in a letter from 
Ponce prepaid with U S. Stamps. The follow
ing is a list from various journals few of which 
seem to agree as to what has lately been issued. 

'1898 *—‘ PR O V ISIO N A L*—* 1899 * diagonally in three
lines in black.

am. rose. 1870. 10c carmine, 1891.
8c. brown, 1891. 20c. orange, 1890.

toe. rose, 1890.
4 HabiHtado’—* PA R A *—‘ 1898 y  99 ’ horizontally in three

lines.
4c. brown, red surch , 1806.
5c, green, violet surch-, 1891.
Sc. blue, red surch , 1896.
6c. mauve ,, ,,
8c. rose, violet surch. ,,

20c greenish-grey, rosesurch., 
*896,

40C red, rose surch., 1896.
80c. black ,, 1898.

8c. double surch. in violet.
8c. ,, in red and violet.

• Habtlitado *—* 4 ct vs ’ in two lines.
<j.c. in violet on 5m. orange-brown, 18^8.

United States. The following changes in the current 
stamps have taken place. A new small size Tost 
Card has been issued with portiait of President 
Adams in centre.

4c. red-brown,
5c. light blue.
6c. magenta.

10c. light hiown.
P.C. ic . black on cream,

Jm violet, red surch., 1896. 
rm brown ,, ,,

green „
t.Iue-green ,, ,,
carmine ,, ,,
red-nrown ,, ,,
blue ,, ,,
brown

am 
4 m
ic.
ac.
3=
3C. 1898.

ERRORS AND MINOR VARIETIES.
Gibraltar. Morocco. Stamp No 36 on the right-hand 

pane of these surcharged stamps has the ‘ A ’ 
of‘ Agencies’ without a cross-bar, being an in
verted ‘ V.’

India Cochin. Travancore. The M.J. notes that 
there are a large number of shades in the 
impiessions of the stamps on the Envelopes of 
these States.

Sorttih. The M.J notes a copy of the (la.) 
black f rst issue on white wove paper instead of 
the usual blue laid.

St. Helena. Mr. Hadlow informs us that he has a 
copy of the 3d. watermarked CA. with value 
printed twice.

Austria. The Timbre Posfe notes a copy of the cur
rent 2k. with an extra perforation horizontally.

Haiti. The M.f. notes the lately issued 7c. brown 
imperforate vertically.

Roumania. The M.J. notes a copy of the 1890, 5b. 
green, wmk. Arms, perf. 1154 , lettered 
* CINCL ’ for ‘ CINCI ’

Switzerland. The 3c. Postage Due has been printed 
in olive with figure of value in carmine.

The following have held sales since last report :— 
Messrs. Vkntom, Bull and Cooi’ER, 115th sale, 

Oct. 13th and 14th.

Messrs. P u t t ic k  and S im p s o n , Oct. 18th, 19th, and 
20th.

Messrs. Ostara aud Darlow, 2nd sale, Oct. 20th 
(Manchester). .

Mr. Hadlow, 134th sale, Oct. 24th.
Messrs. Buhl and Co., 57th sale, Oct. 26th.
Mr. Gray, 13th sale, Oct. 26th (Glasgow).
Messrs. Vkntom, Bull and Cooper, 116th sale, 

Oct. 27th and 28th.
Messrs. Ostara and Darlow, Nov. 3rd (Birming

ham).
Mr. IIadlow, 135 and 136th sale, Nov. 3rd and 4th
Messrs. Cuevf.i.ey and Co., 136th sale, Nov. 5th.
Mr. Mackay, 6th sale, Nov. 5th (Edinburgh).
Messrs Plumridge and Co., 7th and 8th sale, Nov. 

7th and 8th.
Messrs. Ventom, Bull and Cooper, 117th sale, 

Nov. 10th and nth .

£0e Coffecftott of (gltnor (pamftes.
By G. F. H. Gibson.

Probably some of you may have noticed 
recently in the Philatelic papers an advertise
ment commencing “ A wise man buys his coals 
in summer, so he does his stamps.” This only 
supplies a confirmation, if one be needed of a 
statement often made that stamp collecting and 
all that pertains to it including the study of the 
Journals is greatly neglected during the summer 
months. This being the case it may not be 
known to you all that the subject of my paper 
to-night has recently found a place in the 
columns of the L.P. with regard to one parti
cular stamp, and afterwards been briefly con
sidered in its wider bearings in a short leader 
in the P.J.G.B. So far as the matter has been 
discussed there appears to be a great divergence 
of opinion amongst some of the leading London 
philatelists, and though 1 have found it impossi
ble to introduce any geographical geological or 
zoological information, or any statistics such as 
the average death rate, the number of regis
tered bathing machines at the principal seaside 
resorts or other interesting facts which are neces
sarily so closely connected with the study of the 
stamps of a country, it seemed to me that an 
opportunity of considering' the whole question 
and expressing an opinion upon it .might be 
useful and interesting to the members of this 
Society. In taking then as my text “ The 
Collection of Minor Varieties,” I do not intend 
to follow the example set by parsons of the old 
school in their sermons, which consisted of, 
Firstly, Secondly, Thirdly, and some practical 
lessons, but rather to imitate the modern custom 
and leave with you a few thoughts for quiet and 
careful consideration.

The question as to the extent to which varie
ties should be recognised is by no means a 
new one. Of course, we know that our phila
telic ancestors had a very simple way of avoid
ing a difficulty of this Kind, for by carefully 
removing from their stamps every vestige of 
margin and firmly pasting what was left into 
a book, any niceties of roulette, perforation or 
watermark were satisfactorily avoided. But
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about 1866 it seems to have dawned upon some 
of the luminaries on the Continent—the French 

. Becktons and Abbots no doubt of those days, 
that there might be a difference between a 
stamn imperforate and a similar stamp rouletted 
or perforated, and a long correspondence was 
carried on in the S.C.M. These ideas met with 
great opposition as well as no small amount of 
ridicule, and a gentleman hailing from Weston- 
super-Mare, who concealed his otherwise im
mortal name under the nom de plume “Sen
tinel ” stated the case against these advanced 
collectors of the French School in these terms: 
The majority of collectors have quite enough 
to do to fill the spaces in their present albums, 
and there is still a sufficient number of bona 
fide rarities to engage their attention and theiT 
purses. There can be therefore no necessity 
to invent trivial varieties, often difficult to ob
tain, and really not worth the trouble of secur
ing. Yet the French make distinctions between 
stamps perforated and stamps rouletted, be
tween large perforations and small and even 
the number of holes made by the perforating 
machine is matter for serious study by Parisian 
amateurs, as is evident from the fact that their 
leading journal gravely chronicles that whereas 
the perforations on the Russian 1, 3, and 5 
kopec stamps was formerly 15 by 11, it is now 
18 by 13 ! Timbromania is a very proper name 
for stamp collecting when it reaches that stage 
of absurdity.

I do not doubt that in many cases the water
mark affords a means of distinguishing between 
different issues, but I can see little use in the 
careful notice of the various classes of paper 
on which stamps are minted. It can matter 
but little whether it is laid or woven, and the 
multiplication of varieties differing from each 
other solely in the quality' of the paper is more 
likely to confuse and dishearten collectors than 
to benefit them. The intrinsic value of such 
varieties must be infinitesimal, whilst a collec
tor who endeavours to obtain them will probably 
be put to a great deal of trouble.” Aug., 66.

After several contributions from collectors 
of various views. Mr. E. L. Pemberton stepped 
in as a supporter of the new ideas but even he 
says “that a simple difference in the number of 
the perforations as given by M. Moens is carry
ing variations pretty far. I do admit,” and 
later in the same letter he speaks of the change 
from 15 x 11 to 18 t  13 as “a trivial variety.” 
December, 66.

What would he say if he were here now to be 
conscious of the fact that a specialist's collec
tion of the stamps of Holland must contain the 
issue of 1872 perf. 14, 13^ * «3> '3 * 12^.
12*4 x 12, 12, and 11% x 12.

The whole of this correspondence is extremely 
interesting, but I must only quote from it one or 
two extracts. One lady cleverly points out that 
there is as much difference between philatelists 
of the two schools as between a horticulturist 
and a botanist, the one studying merely appear
ance and effect, the other going deeply into 
history, date, formation, and period of exist

ence. A certain Mr. E. T. Bullock, of Deal, 
who fortunately for posterity did not write anony
mously, says as follows :—•

“When the stamp is cut out by its'outer
most line as it should be the perforation is 
nowhere, and nobody could tell a perforate 
from an imperforate stamp. We collect 
stamps not perforations. Watermarks also 
hardly ever make any' difference in the ap
pearance of stamps when looking on their 
faces, and when a stamp is placed in a  book 
in a proper manner by means of the gum on 
its back, who can tell if there be a water
mark or not?” June, 68. •
Finally on 1868 Mr. Pemberton not only dis

covered the identity of a collector who under 
the name of Pendragon had been the leader of 
the opposition to the French school but also 
proved conclusively that he had been occupied 
all the time in making a collection on the very 
linss which he was doing his utmost to denounce 
and ridicule. This Mr. J. H. Greenstreet of
fered the very prevaricating and feeble excuse 
that the whole thing was merely a joke and after 
a scathing article from the editor of the S.C.M. 
the correspondence abruptly terminated.

To come back to the point from which we 
started, the 2 sk. Denmark, 1851, Mr. Ehren- 
bach in a paper read before the London Society 
and published in the L.P. of February, stated 
that it can be clearly seen from a sheet of re
prints that there are three distinct varieties of 
this stamp, the difference consisting in the 
shane of the figure 2, as well as in the lettering 
and spacing in the words “Rigsbank Skilling” 
and that these differences constitute collectible 
varieties. “Rubbish,” says Mr. Bacon, r e v ie w 
ing this paper in the April number “any'body 
with half an eye can see from the reprints the 
way in which the plate for the production of the 
stamps was made. Ten impressions arranged 
in five rows of two were first of all taken from 
the engraved die, and then from this block of 
ten impressions ten stereotype casts were taken, 
so that the sheet really consists of ten blocks 
of ten stamps each, and not as Mr. Ehrenbach 
seems to think of two blocks of fifty. This be
ing so, every stamp on the sheet must be the 
same in type and so they are. The so-called 
varieties are merely caused by defects in tak
ing the stereos when they are not due to print
ing.” (L.P., April, 98).

Now, gentlemen, this may account for the dif
ferent shapes of the figure 2, but personally 1 
fail to see how it explains the alleged variation 
of spacing in the letters. We can then ima
gine Mr. Castle in his editorial sanctum night 
after night trying to grapple with the difficulty 
of keeping in touch with both of these gentle
men and saying nothing which will offend either 
of them, until at last an idea strikes him and 
in a short note at the end of Mr. Bacon’s review 
he gives it as his editorial opinion that the 
differences consitute “sub-varieties,” and as such 
should be collected by the specialist.

Now here you will notice a new terror. We 
are not to be content with a “variety” but have
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reached a “minor variety” and there is no rea
son why further divisions should not follow so 
far as the restraints of our language will allow. 
Of course in Germany, there would be no diffi
culty, a syllable or two either at the beginning 
or end of a word would give the desired effect, 
and the process can be repeated until the com
pound produced is sufficient to dislocate the 
jaw of anyone but a hardened Teuton.

The point on which I ask for your opinion is 
this: to what extent should variations from the 
general type, i.e., design, shade, watermark and 
perforation, of any stamp be recognised. In deal
ing with such stamps as the Sydney Views, the 
early Nevis, the retouched dies of Roumania, 
tire 15c. Italy of 1863 where certain dots were 
added to defects in the plate, the two dies of 
Cyprus and others, there can, of course, be no 
difficulty. These varieties arc undoubtedly in
tentional and authorized and as such must find 
a place in any complete collection. But should 
a mark caused by a scratch, or due to the pres
ence of a spot of dust on the plate constitute a 
variety worthy of recognition ?

In the matter of watermark again, I think to 
a certain extent there will be general agreement 
that varities in the watermark itself and those aris
ing from the use of paper intended for stamps 
of one value for those of another ought cer
tainly to be accepted. But sometimes the 
printer either through carelessness, or through 
not having recovered from the effects of the 
stone gingers or hollands gin and soda of the 
previous evening puts the sheet of paper into 
his printing machine the wrong way about, and 
causes the watermark to appear inverted or side
ways, and then itbecomesanopenquestion whether 
any notice should be taken of the result or not.

He is also responsible to a large extent for 
varieties in shade, due in many cases to an ex
cess of colouring matter on his rollers or to the 
colour being mixed at different times, for even 
with the greatest care it must be most difficult 
to blend the ink of the same ingredients always 
in the same proportions. You know what a 
number of lilacs and reds one finds in cata- 
lcgues now-a-days, take the id. Antigua which 
is said to exist in lilac rose, dull rose, brown- 
red, vermilion, lake, scarlet, lake-rose, and car
mine-red. . . .  .

But the cup of the printer’s iniquities is not 
full yet. In surcharges when the mistakes in 
type inverted letters and other things are not 
as is unfortunately too often the case, the result 
of deliberate intention, and as the philatelic 
papers say “made for collectors” they arise from 
inattention on the part of the printer, and it 
becomes to my mind a matter of opinion whe
ther these variations should be accepted and 
considered worthy of collecting.

In forming an opinion upon the whole ques
tion we must exercise considerable caution. A 
glance at the catalogues of thirty or forty years 
ago shows how very limited philatelic know
ledge then was and we regard collectors of those 
days with a certain amount of amusement, not 
always, I am afraid, unmixed with a spice of

contempt, thinking condescendingly if we do 
not actually put the thought into words that 
they acted up to their lights, but that after all 
those lights were very much of the nature of 
fai thing candles. It may be that we ourselves 
are only living in what may be called the “gas 
stage” and in time to come when the electric 
light of philately is shining in the world our 
actions and ideas will be subjects for criticism 
and perhaps ridicule. It is difficult to imagine 
what may then be the standard of collecting; 
perhaps nothing less than an entire unused sheet 
will be thought worthy of a place in a decent 
collection, the position or date of an obliteration 
may greatly affect the value of the used speci
men on which it appears, while the amount of 
margin between the coloured portion of the 
stamp and the perforation may be measured in 
millimetres and the variations catalogued and 
priced. This last idea may seem absurd but 
alter all it is surely a very trifling advance upon 
the miscroscopic differences in perforation to 
which so much importance is now attached. If 
this is to be the philately of the future, we are 
a long way yet from perfection.

On the other hand the popular idea of a 
pi ilatelist as a foolish mortal who pays fabulous 
prices for diity bits of paper is by no means 
dead, and when we think that in all other kinds 
of collecting, coins, china, pictures, for instance 
the objects collected have some intrinsic value 
and appeal more or less forcibly to the general 
public, whilst even autographs, which are in 
many respects most akin to stamps are in them
selves naturally much more attractive and then 
remember the utter absence of beauty, and gene
ral interest in such treasures as the early Natals 
and British Guianas it is not difficult to see how 
the impression has arisen. I am by no means 
advocating a slavish regard for public opinion, 
but after all public opinion generally spells 
success or failure, and the success of any sport 
or hobbv or pastime or pursuit depends materi
ally upon the hold which it takes upon the rea
son and the interest of the public. How won
derfully philately is likely to impress either a 
would-be collector, or one who, having passed 
the Seebeck stage, is prepared to take an intel
ligent interest in his work, to find two leading 
authorities not only at variance as to whether 
certain minute differences in a sheet of stamps 
should be recognised or not, but actually un
able to agree as to whether they exist at all? 
vYhat an exalted opinion he will have of stamp
collecting when he discovers that the presence 
of a triffle more colouring matter, the careless
ness of a printer or an almost infinitesimal vari
ation of a perforating machine is sufficient to 
increase a thousand fold the value of a stamp? 
How greatly will he realise the intelligence of 
philatelists when he1 sees it stated as is the case 
in the P.J.G.B. for September that a very rare 
varietv of the 40 cents orange 1872 of France 
shows owing to defective printing a small white 
spot on the Imperial nose.

I know that one of the strong arguments in 
favour of these careful distinctions in stamps is
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that they cultivate the powers of observation 
snd care ; this is a point which will probably be 
dealt with in a paper to be read later in the 
season and I merely mention it before asking 
you to look at the subject from another point of 
view. If you go into a  shop to buy a piece of 
china and find one cracked or chipped or dam
aged in some way, you do not consider yourself 
fortunate if you can secure it at a price far be
yond that of a perfect article, but you either 
pay no further attention to it, or if you want it 
as a present for some one for whom you do 
not particularly care, and think it can be made 
to appear that the damage was done in the pack
ing you expect to be able to get it for half price. 
An engraving with a flaw in it is unsaleable, 
and a coin indistinctly struck is greatly depreci
ated in value. One cannot help wondering how 
it is that in stamp collecting cjuite the opposite 
is the case and a spoiled specimen frequently 
commands a considerably higher price than a 
perfect one. Without washing to say a word 
against the trade in general, or to hurt the feel
ings of any gentlemen connected with it, who 
are here to-night I cannot help expressing my 
opinion that the dealers are mainly responsible 
for this state of things. A well-known Manches
ter coin collector told me a few days ago that 
a similar attempt is being made by dealers in 
coins, but that up to the present time it has 
fortunately met with little or no success. No 
doubt all this is one of the results of the pro
gressive tendency of the age, or perhaps to 
speak more correctly of the cra.ving for novelty 
for the purpose of pecuniary benefit which is 
characteristic of all trades and professions, with 
the exception of course of the law which enjoys 
the monetary advantages whilst keeping twenty 
years behind the times.

Now, gentlemen, surely it is time that some
thing should be done. We have heard a good 
deal of late about “the rock ahead”’ with refer
ence to speculative and unnecessary issues, may 
it not be that this multiplication of varieties 
is fraught with quite as much danger to the good 
ship “Philately” though it may be more in the 
nature of a sunk reef or a sandbank than a 
visible obstacle ? At any rate we ought to form 
some opinion and take up some position, so 
with a view to leading vour thoughts into what 
seems to me the right channel, I will bring this 
paper to a conclusion by indicating what in my 
opinion that position should be. As is so often 
the case there are three courses open to us, and 
as also frequently happens it is in the middle 
one that safety lies. Illustrating this from 
modern political life I would say that it is not 
among the high old crusted Tories, who take as 
their motto “Whatever is is best,” and refuse 
to let their ideas move beyond the narrow circle 
in which they have been so long fixed, that we 
should be found, still less in the ranks of the 
Radical-Socialists, constantly ctying out like 
the ancient Athenians for “something new” ready 
to adopt any novel course of action because it

is different from what at present exists and may 
possibly bring about a better state of things. 
There remains then the third party represented 
by the Liberal Unionists, combining the Con
servative caution with the Radical spirit of 
progress, open to conviction, but requiring to 
know before they take any decided step, as far 
as is possible what the result is likely to be, in 
a word the party of moderation. If this is our 
place we can face anv honest criticism now, 
and we need have no /ear that in the future we 
shall be laughed at for our sins of omission or 
reviled for our sins of commission, because we 
shall know that we are using our influence what
ever it mav be to promote the best interests of 
what we all presumably have very closely at 
heart.

(providence JJfampe.

Messrs. Bogert and Durbin of Philadelphia, 
and New York send us the following announce
ment :

It is well-known that we are the owners of the 
original plate from which these stamps were 
printed.

We purchased this plate just five years ago, 
in September 1893.

We have now decided to place reprints on 
the market and have had same prepared. Al- 
thougu the colour is almost exactly the same 
as that used for the originals, the paper varies 
somewhat. As an additional preventive of 
fraud we have had our name printed on the back 
of each sheet, so that one letter comes on each 
stamp.

B O G  
E R T
D U R
B I N

It will be noticed, there are two B’s and two 
R’s, but the position of each stamp on the plate 
can be easily ascertained, for the first B comes 
on the back of the 10c. stamp and the second 
on a 5c. stam p; the first R comes on the back 
of No. 5 without period after “CENTS” and the 
second on No. 7 with period, after “CENTS.”

After consultation with a number of dealers 
and collectors we have placed the price of these 
reprints at $5.00 per sheet, single copies of the 
5c. stamp, 50c. and of the 10c. stamp, $2.00. 
Wholesale price on application.

We are sorry that this step has been taken 
and still hope Messrs. Bogert and Durbin will 
nut some additional mark of identification on 
the face of the reprints such as “Reprint.”

It does not conduce to a healthy state of busi
ness to sell almost exact colour imitations whole
sale, which can only be recognised by an im
print on the back. Why not hand the plate 
to a museum for safe keeping?
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(pfltfafefg ^ome,
M onthly C ircular. — London.

B ELGIU M.—S WITZ E R LAN 1).
The following interesting letter bv W. A. S. 

Westobv in regard to the controversy about the 
reprints of the 1849 issue of Belgium and whe
ther all the Geneva stamps green on white were 
cut from envelopes we recommnd to the atten
tion of all our readers.

A philatelic letter to the publishers of this 
circular at a dull season of the year, so far as 
new issues were concerned, the authorship ol 
which I acknowledge, afforded me an opportu
nity of ventilating two subjects which have al
ways presented difficulties to me, for though 
they are of somewhat ancient date, yet I failed 
to find any explanation save hypothetical ones 
which are not very satisfactory.

1. The status of what are usually described 
as official reprints of the 10c. and 20c. (1849) 
of Belgium, and what was the foundation 
of tradition which ascribes the date to 1866.

2, Whether all the crowned eagle stamps 
of Geneva in green on white that have been 
found attached to letters in 1850-51 were 
cut from envelopes or whether some had ori
ginally been adhesives.

I am glad that I did so, for answers have come 
to both my questions. The Editor of the Tim- 
brv-Pnxte has replied to my first, and Mr. Castle, 
the editor of the London fPhilateliP, to my 
second, and I will now make a few observations 
on these replies in the above order.

The Editor of the Timbre.-Poste deals with the 
question with the hand of a master, and I may 
trulv say that I regard him as my philatelic mas
ter, as anything that I may know about stamps 
I owe principally to him, and in a long inter
course I learned to know and appreciate his 
accuracy, the force of his logic, and the strength 
of his memory. Judge Philbrick was unable to 
tell me whence he got the first specimens on 
which Mr. Pemberton made his observations in 
the S. C. Mar/azine for February, 1 8 7 7 .  I knew 
that they could not have come from the De 
Sauley collection as I happened to be with His 
Honour in the exhibition of 1 8 6 7  when he pur
chased that collection. He believed that copies

al-o existed in the Hcrpin collection but could 
not speak positively. He has since, however, 
been able to trace that he received copies from 
M. La Plante in December, 1866, which were 
described as Die impressions. It is therefore 
most probable that these were the two described 
by Mr. Pemberton in Februarv, 1867, and the 
Editor of the T.P. says that this was the first 
he had heard of them.

The Editor of the T.P . appears in reality to 
take objection to only two points, the first, that 
there is nothing to show that tradition was wrong 
in fixing the date of these reprints as 1866. 
This I fully admit, and I think the date of 1866 
is firmly established and for reasons I will pre
sently give, I should think it was towards the 
close of that year. The next point to which 
he takes objection is my surmise that possibly 
they were made by Wiener himself. Like all 
surmises one fact will destroy a whole fabric 
founded on them, and U was unwise to have 
indulgd tn one, but it has possibly been the 
means of bringing forward the fact that when 
M. Wiener was appealed to he denied that he 
was in any wise a party to the production of 
things so badly printed.

The Editor of the T.P. says that after the 
appearance of Mr. Pemberton’s note he him
self made inquiries with a view of obtaining 
copies, and that the first pair came to him from 
one of the chief officials in the Ministry of Pub
lic Works and Posts, and that he subsequently 
received others from parties employed in the 
same Ministry. This fixes the source and ren
ders it probable that the reprinting was made 
on the order of M. Vanderstichelen, the Minis
ter at that time, and the copies given away to 
his friends and among the officials in his office. 
I find no decree demonetising the stamps prior 
to that of 25th September, 1865, which demone
tised all issues previous to that of De La Rue 
at the expiration of three months from 1st July, 
1S06. If this be" so, one would scarcely think 
that the Minister would give away stamps that 
might be used postally, and this is one of the 
reasons that lead me to think that they were 
made late in 1866. Another reason is, that if 
they had been of old date, as Mr. Pemberton 

' assumed, they would not have escaped the ken
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of my lynx-eyed friend, who was ever on the 
watch for food for the T.P.

I infer that the reprinting was from the dies 
and not from the plates or my accurate friend 
would have told us, but I think we now know 
what these individuals are ; and that they are 
poor printings, made from the original dies 
in 1866, and as it would seem by direction of 
the Minister.

I will now address myself to the second ques
tion, that of the status of the specimens of the 
crowned eagle stamps of Geneva found used as 
adhesives.

Mr. Castle says that 30 years ago, that is in 
1868, he had a collection of Swiss Cantonal 
stamps not exactly as irreproachable as Caesar's 
wife should be, but at any rate what passes in 
Society as respectable and that during this 
period of 30 years “the existence of an adhesive 
Genevan, green on white had never even been 
gleamed at.” This appears to intimate that 
I have wantonly raised a "bogey” that has never 
been heard of for a generation, and I can only 
suppose that my friend had other fish to fry 
between 1868 and 1880 than to read philatelic 
magazines and suchlike things, or he would 
have noticed the observations of Dr. Legrand 
in 1872, the papers of M. Schulze in 1877, and 
the discussion of the French Society of Timbro- 
logy of 8th April, 1880.* The “ bogey” was, 
therefore, not raised by me, but I will confess 
to this—thinking that the question had not been 
satisfactorily disposed of and knowing that of 
late years considerable attention had been 
directed to the Swiss Cantonal stamps, I launch
ed a ballon d'essai with the view of ascertaining 
whether any more light had been thrown on a 
question which puzzled the great philatelists of 
1880.

I also myself had given some attention to 
Swiss stamps, both cantonal and federal, even 
prior to 1868, for in that year and the next I 
recomposed the greater part of the sheets of 
the federals prior to the issue of 1854, and 
scarcely gave further thought to the cantonals 
until awoke out of my paradise by the following 
remarks of Dr. Legrand in No. 117 of the Timbre 
Foste.

Dr. Legrand there wrote, “ As to the adhesive 
in colour on white, it would be difficult to dis
tinguish it from the envelope stamp. Still, as 
the paper of this latter is yellowish-grev, resem
bling cap paper, if a stamp with small margin 
should turn up on white paper gummed at the 
back, there would be a very strong presumption 
in favour of the adhesive stamp. But the 
yellowish tint which paper acquires in time, 
and the necessity of gumming a stamp to affix 
it on an envelope, render these characteristics 
very uncertain. The best proof that could be 
given of the existence of stamps printed on white 
paper would be to produce two unsevered ones. 
Until this is done the existence of the adhesive

* I have not had an opportunity of examining the 
stamps referred to in this discussion, hul have received 
a complete diagnosis of them.

printed in colour on white paper seems doubtful, 
and the distinction between it and the envelope 
stamp appears problematical.”

In a  note, the Editor of the Timbre-puste says 
“We have had jadis (in former times), three 
unsevered stamps of 5c., green on white.”

To me this was somewhat of a “ bolt from the 
blue.” I naturally inquired after these stamps, 
but they had long previously been sold and 
could not be tracel. Evidently Dr. Legrand 
knew nothing about them or he would not have 
written as he did. Several envelopes were sent 
to me with adhesive stamps upon them, but only 
one at all staggered me. Anyone, 1 think, of 
anv exnerience, can detect if a stamp has been 
rendered adhesive and only requires the gum 

. to be moistened before it is affixed or whether 
it was stuck on by liquid gum applied when it 
was affixed. If the stamp in this latter case 
adheres closely all round it invariably shows an 
oozing of the gum. I confess that the copy I 

' referred to staggered me, and I only rejected 
it because I did not think it to be the right kind 
of paper, notwithstanding Dr. Legrand con
sidered this to be a doubtful test.

As to the objection (that the regulations at 
the time required that the stamps should bear 

. the Federal Arms of a cross, which was the 
origin of what were 30 years ago called the Vaud 
stamps, is, I conceive to be of little or no im

- portanfce, for (there is ample proof that the 
crowned Eagle stamps were temporarily used 
in 1850-51 and allowed for local purposes, and 
that they ceased to be so used at or about the 
time of the issue of what was formerly known 

: as me Neuchatel stamp.
• The block of five sent to M. Mah e about 1864 

was returned by him to his correspondent, whose 
name I do not feel at liberty to publish and 
perhaps those mentioned by the Editor of the
T.P . might have come from the same source, 
but I never inquire into what I consider to be 
the secrets of the trade.

I have now put forward all the evidence that 
I know of in favour of the existence of the 
stamps as adhesives, anything further would 
only be second-hand, and I think there is suffi
cient to show that such stamps existed. The 
parties who vouch for the unsevered specimens 
are too expert philatelists to have been deceived 
by any “ bogus ” productions as has been sug
gested.

But although I think that their existence is 
proved, this is not sufficient for me. I want 
satisfactory evidence of their having been used, 
for this appears to me to be the crucial point. 
It is not like the 1 penny V.R., copies of which 
were found after nearly 60 years that done duty 

: postally for we know when these were printed, 
but we do not know when these adhesives of 
Geneva, green on white, were made.

Nothing can be learnt from the Geneva Post 
Office, the  Director when applied to in 1877, 
as mentioned by M. Schulze, said he knew no
thing about any of the stamps, which, with the 
envelopes, were under the charge of a function-



Nov. 15, 1898. R eview of Reviews, 237

ary then dead. I suppose that the envelopes 
and the stamp were the work of M. Schmidt 
and the transfers of the stamp from the engrav
ing to a sheet must have been made bv him or 
by someone who got hold of the original engrav
ing. But it does not appear that anything cer
tain is known and we are entirely left to con
jecture and are in about the same condition as 
we were a generation ago.

1. Do they date from 1845, when the enve
lopes were made and kept bottled up by 
the guardian of the stamp department?

2. Do they date from 1850, when the use of 
the stamps as cut from the envelopes ap
pears to have been allowed, possibly from 
a desire of utilising some of the 40,000 
made in 1845, which seem to have been 
heavy stock, for my experience has been 
that genuine cancelled copies of these enve
lopes are about the rarest of the Swiss Can- 
tonals? I was a patient collector of Swiss 
stamps, for by purchases and exchanges 
with philatelic friends I was fortunate 
enough to get together a more than respect
able collection of unused copies of the 
rarest varieties, many of which passed into 
the hands of the late Mr. Tapling and are 
now in the National Collection through his 
generous gift.

3. Were they essays?
4. I will try and exhaust the suppositions. 

Do they date from 1863-64? I should very 
much like to know if the original engraving 
for the envelope stamp even wandered out 
of close custody. There may be nothing 
in it, but it is strange to me that the his
tory of these stamps cannot be traced to ' 
any date prior to 1863-64; that is, I have 
not been able to trace it. Furthermore,
I may add that the Editor of the T.F. whose 
accuracy and the strength of whose 
memory I have before referred to, has a 
perfect recollection of the stamps, but 
cannot call to mind that he has ever seen 
a cancelled one.

I annear not to have gained much by ventila
ting the matter except to ascertain that nothing 
fresh has been discovered of late years, even 
by spcialists in Cantonal stamps. The last 
discovery seems to be that mentioned by M. de 
Reuterskiold of a packet of 800 Geneva enve
lopes, which, I believe, however, dates from 
1868, as I then purchased some copies of the 
“find.”

Stanley Gtbi a i l s ’  Monthy Journal.— London.
BERMUDA.

Lately an unknown franking label of the 
above Colonies has been discovered and various 
opinions have been expressed, as to whether 
the label should be considered as the first stamp 
of Bermuda or not. Mr. E. 1). Bacon in ins 
usual masterly style discussess the pros and 
cons, which we think well worthy of being re
produced here.

1 have been much interested in the account 
of this label given in an article in the Monthly 
Journal for Julv last.

In endeavouring to form an opinion of the 
real character of a postal label of this descrip
tion it is essential to know the exact postal re
gulations and the rates of postage in force at 
the date of the label, and, in this case, the 
names of the postmasters in office at the period. 
I have spent some time in making researches 
upon these points and I have been rewarded 
by finding a copy of the Act under which the 
postal service of the Islands of Bermuda was 
administered from 1846 to the end of 1855. 
This Act is entitled “An Act relating to Post 
Offices,” and is No. 4 of 1846. It is a lengthy 
document; but the following particulars are all 
that are in any way germane to the present in
quiry —

Section I. appoints postmasters for Hamil
ton and St. George’s and assistant postmasters 
for Mangrove Bay and Ireland Island.

Section 111. enacts that the postmasters shall 
appoint receiving houses or offices at certain 
named places for the forwarding of inland let
ters by the post to Hamilton, to St. George’s, 
or to Mangrove Bay.

Section XI. provides for a daily post between 
Hamilton and St. George’s, and vice versa.

Section XII. : A daily post from Mangrove 
Bay to Hamilton, and vice versa.

Section XIII. : A daily post between Hamil
ton and Ireland Island by boat, and rice versa.

Section XIV, provides for the distribution of 
inland letters at Hamilton, St. George’s, Man
grove Bay, and Ireland Island.

Section XIX. states that no inland postage is 
to be charged on any packet or ship letters or 
newspapers arriving at these islands, whether 
the same shall be delivered at the office at which 
they shall first have been received, or forwarded 
to the other office by the inland post.

Section X X .: “And be it enacted, that all 
inland postage under this Act shall be prepaid 
at the time of frosting any letter or letters (or 
any parcel or package to be transmitted by 
the post) at either of the said post offices, or re
ceiving houses, at and after the rate of one 
penny of lawful money of these islands for each 
and every letter not exceeding one ounce in 
weight, and of the further sum of one penny for J  every other ounce in weight of any letter or 
parcel sent by the post, not exceeding sixteen 
ounces in weight, beyond which weight no let
ter or parcel shall be forwarded by the post, 
except books not exceeding the octavo size, 
which may be forwarded by the said daily post 
at one penny per volume, to be paid in ad
vance.”

X X II.: Inland newspapers, shipping lists, 
prices current, and other printed papers on a 
single sheet, in covers open at the sides, or not 
under seal, are to be conveyed and delivered 
fiee of postage. Magazines, pamphlets, re
views or parcels of patterns from abroad are 
to be charged id. each.
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Section XXIV. fixes the annual salaries of 
postmasters and assistant postmasters as fol
lows : —

Postmaster at Hamilton /70  
»» „ St. George’s /50

Assistant ,, ,, Mangrove Bay /12
,, ,, ,, Ireland Island ,£5

Section XXV. : "And be it enacted, that the 
said postmasters and assistant postmasters be 
entitled to retain and appropriate to their own 
use and benefit respectively all inland postage 
receivable by them respectively by virtue of this 
Act, as a further remuneration for the perform
ance of the duties of this Act enjoined ; and the 
persons who shall keep the said receiving houses 
shall retain to their own use respectively all 
inland postage on letters there deposited, and 
which shall be prepaid on posting such letters; 
and it shall be the duty of each of the postmas
ters acting or to be appointed under this Act 
to keep an account of all moneys which he 
shall receive for postage under this Act, such 
account to be made up in triplicate to the first 
day of June in every year during the continu
ance of this Act, to be verified by a declaration 
made and subscribed by the said postmasters 

• respectively before the iPublic Treasurer of 
these islands or his lawful deputy ; one copy of 
such account to be laid before each branch of 
the Legislature within ten days next after the 
said first of June, or if the Legislature be not 
then in session, within ten days after the com
mencement of the next session thereof.”

There are thrty-two sections in all to the 
above Act, which became law in July 16th, 1846, 
and was to remain in force until July 31st, 1849. 
In the year 1848 a further Act was passed to 
extend the provisions of the former Act until 
the end of 1855.

Before making any remarks upon the con
tents of the Act of 1846, I should state that I 
have found from another official source that 
Mr. William B. Perot was duly appointed post
master of Hamilton in 1818, and that he con
tinued to hold that post until 1862, when he 
was succeeded by Mr. Robert Ward. Further, 
fiom postmarked copies of the Ituya] Gazette 
of Bermuda which I have examined, 1 find that 
the label illustrated in the Monthly Journal is 
an exact impression of the old postmark of 
Hamilton, except that the day and month are 
omitted. The reason why the specimen of 1849 
is struck in black and' tHat of 1854 in carmine 
is doubtless due to different inks being employed 
in the office at various periods for postmarking 
purposes. In corroboration of this I find a 
copy of the lloyal Gazette for Februarv 13th, 
1849 with the postmark “Hamilton Bermuda 
Fe 15 1849” in black, and a copy of the issue of 
the Gazette for June 5th, 1849, with the postmark 
“Hamilton Bermuda Ju 5 1849” in carmine. 
The other postmarked copies I h u e seen dated 
previous to June 5th, 1849, all bear blaik post
marks, and all after that date up to October 6th, 
1851, which is the latest I have come across have 
the postmark in carmine, so that the colour

of the ink was apparently changed in June, 
1849. The black label illustrated in the 
Monthly Journal was therefore struck in the 
early part of the year 1849.

Major Evans, the writer of the previous arti
cle, thinks that the label, at best, is a mark to 
denote postage due, and at the time I first read 
nis article I must confess I was of the same 
opinion, an opinion which I see from the Timbre 
1 'osre oi last September is also shared by Mons.
J. B. Moens. But if the label is merely a mark 
showing there was one penny to pay on delivery, 
for what purpose could it have been used? 
When we turn to the provisions of the Act of 
1846 we find that no inland rate was charged on 
letters and newspapers from abroad, and that 
all inland postage on every description of arti
cle had to be prepaid. There only remains 
the question under Section XXII. of maga
zines, pamphlets, reviews, or parcels, of pat
terns from abroad, which had to pay one penny 
each. This charge must have been collected 
on delivery; but I can hardly conceive that for 
a small class of correspondence of this kind— 
and it must have formed but a very small class 
during the years with which we are dealing— 
Mr. Perot should have taken the trouble to re
move the day and month plugs from the Hamil
ton postmarking die, which must have been in 
constant requirement, then applied the die to 
each of the articles, and filled in the words 
“one penny” and his signature with pen and 
ink. It would have been far less arduous, and 
have saved trouble, if he simply wrote on each 
article “ id. to pay,” and signed his name—a 
system adopted from the earliest postal times 
and one he must have been familiar with as he 
would see it in constant employment on unpaid 
letters from abroad, on which he had naturally 
to collect the postage on delivery.

Now let us turn to the other side of the sub
ject. With the small exception I have named 
all correspondence had not only to be prepaid, 
but, what is a most unusual practice (see Sec
tion XXV.), all moneys received by the post
masters tor inland postage became their per
sonal property. It was, therefore, their parti
cular interest to do everything in their power to 
promote the efficiency of the post office in order 
to increase the number of letters, etc., carried 
by the inland post. These facts being incon
trovertible, I see no reason why Mr. Perot 
should not have issued the labels as adhesive 
stamps for the convenience of those of his cus
tomers who cared to purchase them. He must 
have been well acquainted with adhesive stamps, 
and, considering the position of the Bermuda 
Islands occupy as regards the United States, 
it is 'no t stretching the imagination very-far 
if we suppose he may have seen one or more 
of the early Postmaster's stamps of the latter 
country, some of which are not unlike his own 
label.

I will now proceed to make a few remarks 
upon what is told us about the only' two known 
specimens of the label. The one first seen in
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this country is the carmine variety with the 
year 1854. It is attached to a letter dated 
Hamilton, April, 1855, and the letter is addressed 
to a gentleman at St. George. If the label and 
letter were originally found in the condition I 
have described there cannot, I consider, remain 
a shadow of doubt that the label is an adhesive 
stamn used to prepay the postage thereon, since 
I have proved by the Act of 1846 that all inland 
postage had to be prepaid. Now there is an 
incident connected with this stamp and letter, 
which has apparently e-caped the notice of 
ether writers, and which to my mind points to 
the letter having really been found with the 
label attached. It is this—whereas the label 
bears the year 1854 the letter is not dated until 
April, 1855. Had anyone wantedi to attach 
to a letter with the view of trying to pass it off 
as an adhesive stamp, surely he would have 
obtained an old letter, or concocted one, with 
the same date as the label.

The black specimen dated 1849 *s unfortun
ately now on too small a piece of paper for us 
to learn anything from its present surroundings ; 
but the next point to notice is that both this 
and the 1854 variety are unobliterated in any 
way. This, to my mind, is not such a curious 
circumstance when we remember the stamp 
could only pay postage from Hamilton, and 
could not therefore be used by the recipient of 
the letter. Probably the mere fact that it was 
fastened to the letter was held by Mr. Perot to 
be quite sufficient to prevent its re-use ; and 
as the centre was filled in with pen and ink, 
the label would not bear wetting in order to 
remove it. Great carelessness seems also to 
have been often displayed in obliterating post
age stamps in early days; and it is not at all 
uncommon to find letters which have passed 
the post with the stamp uncancellcd particularly 
amongst the local postage stamps of the United 
States, where in many cases the fact of the 
stamn being attached to the letter appears to 
have been considered quite sufficient precaution 
against its future use.

The fact, too, that Major Evans and another 
fellow-collector made search for stamps some 
years ago in Bermuda without finding a speci
men Joes not, I think, in this case, count for 
much.* In the first place, they may not have 
gone back far enough; or if their researches 
were confined to the town of Hamilton, they 
would naturally find no trace of the stamp ; but, 
whatever the reason, they neither of them came 
across a copy, although as a stamp or a label, 
it had an undoubted existence, for I venture

* The researches in question were not confined to any 
pirticular period, or to any one part of Bermuda. They 
took the form of advertising in the local papers for old 
stamps of all sorts and kinds, and offering inducements 
to residents to search through their old correspondence 
the idea being that early West Indian an I other stamps 
might he found. And we still think it curious that none 
of these Local Stamps—as we are inclined to believe 
these labels may turn out to be—were discovered.—Ed. 
M.f.

to say none will assert that it is an entirely 
“bogus” production.

To conclude. I entered upon this investiga
tion with the opinion that the label was a post
mark of the postage due order, and my re
searches were made with the object of establish
ing this as a fact beyond dispute. It will, how
ever, be seen from the remarks I have made that 
I have been led to entirly change my belief. 1 
am now persuaded that it is a genuine postage 
stamp of a very interesting, if not unique, class ; 
and 1 believe that the information contained in 
the letter of the present postmaster of Bermuda 
will eventually be proved to be entirely correct. 
Looking at the number of years the stamp was 
in use—from 1849 to 1855, and the period may 
have been even longer than this—it can hardly 
be called a provisional, but it was essentially 
of a local nature, inasmuch as it could only be 
u?ed on inland correspondence forwarded from 
Hamilton. In a word, it seems to correspond 
exactly in character with the Government Post
master’s stamps of the United States. Whether 
i.iajor Evans or Mons. J. B. Moens, or both 
these gentlemen will likewise be led to change 
their opinion after reading this paper remains 
to be seen ; but I shall certainly await to see 
what conclusion they come to with singular 
curiosity.

In searching for information connected with 
the early postal history of Bermuda I have dis
covered that the Act of 1846 was not the first 
to establish an inland post in the islands ; but 
it extended its operations, and jmade other 
improvements in the service. The Royal Gazette 
of July 14th, 1846, contains a return of the let
ters, etc., carried by the inland post for the 
first four years between the towns of Hamilton 
and St. George, showing that an inland post 
was first started in the year 1842 ; and Mr. W.
F. Williams, in his History of Bermuda, pub
lished in 1848, states that the first mail left 
Hamilton for St. George on August 1st, 1842.

Postcript.—This paper was written and com
pleted in the above form within a month after 
the original article appeared in the July num
ber of the Monthly Journal, but was held over 
for reading at the first meeting of the London 
Philatelic Society’s new season in October. In 
the September number of the magazine named 
seme further letters have been published which 
support the theory that the label is a bona fide 
postage stamp in every way.

Second postscript.—Since reading the paper 
before the Philatelic Society 1 have discovered 
that “An Act in furtherance of arrangements 
for establishing uniform Rates of Postage be
tween Great Britain and the Colonies” was 
passed in the year 1853, Section I. of which 
reads as follows:—“It is hereby enacted and 
ordained by the' authority of the same, That 
from and after the commencement of this Act, 
so much of the Twentieth and Twenty-second 
Sections of the Act of the Legislature of these 
Islands passed in the year One Thousand, Eight 
Hundred and Forty-six, intituled ‘An Act relat
ing to Post Offices’—as allows any Inland Post
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age from the transmission by Post, from any 
one Post Ottice in these Islands to any other 
Post Office in these Islands, of any Letter in
tended to be forwarded from these Islands to 
any part of the United Kingdom of Great Bri
tain and Ireland ; or as allows any Inland Post
age upon any Book, Parliamentry Paper, or 
Document, or any Magazine, Pamphlet, Review 
or Parcel of Patterns arriving at these Islands 
by any Ship or Vessel, and passed through any 
Post Office in these Islands—shall be and the 
same hereby is repealed.”

This Act abolished all inland postage on let
ters, magazines, etc., coming from, or going 
abroad, so that after it became law there was 
absolutely no class of correspondence on which 
inland postage had not to be prepaid. I think 
I can now claim to have proved that the label 
could not be a postmark of the postage due 
order, and therefore if not a postage due stamp, 
what was it?

A Few Practical Hints by a Practical Engraver.
By August Dietz.

The philatelic student is a close observer of 
detail. The study of stamp engenders this 
faculty, which, when diligently pursued, attains 
to a high state of perfection.

In reviewing the publications devoted to 
philately one will frequently note instances 
where stamp illustrating has been attempted, 
that the result has proved a dismal failure, and 
far from presenting a faithful reproduction of 
the chosen subject.

Undoubtedly the cause of this trouble may be 
found in the fact that, in most instances, pub
lishers are not acquainted with the various 
modern processes of engraving at their com
mand, and particularly which of these methods 
will render the best results when applied to tne 
different stamps.

Still this does not justify these short-comings, 
which are not alone misleading to the seeker 
after philatelic lore, but produce, in general, 
a detrimental effect, and unless we will employ 
the methods of to-day, stamp illustrating had 
better be abandoned.

“ The proof of the pudding is in the eating.”
I shall therefore enumerate several cases com
ing under my observation quite recently, and 
then attempt to describe, briefly, the different 
processes of engraving, and to assign to them 
such class of stamps as may be treated by each 
most advantageously.

The Newfoundland surcharges have been il
lustrated in nearly every American as well as 
foreign philatelic publication with more or less 
accuracy—in most cases with less. In two in
stances which I clearly have in mind, the printer 
(with whom necessity oft proves to be the mother 
of invention) not having the corresponding 
“face” of type in his outfit, substituted the 
“next nearest to it,” and to-day, I suppose, some 
readers of those papers are on the “still hunt” 
for that particular type. The false impression 
left in such cases is tlifficult to efface.

The most failures occur when attempts are 
made to illustrate the stamp proper. Some pub
lishers employ (increditable as it may seem) the 
out-of-date method of wood-engravmg,l gener
ally resulting in the most distorted presentation 
of a fine subject, and oftimes in veritable car- 
ricatures.

Especially has this been the case with illus
trations of the new Canadian and Newfound
land issues. Some of them baffle all descrip
tion, and did not the accompanying meager 
information enlighten the reader to a certain 
extent, the cuts surely never would have done 
so. i

Some were crudely executed in wood ; others 
reproduced from free-hand pen-and-ink draw
ings, and in every instance signally failing to 
justly interpret these fair subjects.

Four Methods of Illustrating.
There are four methods adapted to illustra

ting a letter-press printed publication :
1. Type-set form.
2. Wood-cut.
3. Zinc etching—or line engraving.
4. Half-tone.
Of these but two—zinc etching and half-tone 

—should be employed.
Either one or the other of these two is adapted 

to the reproduction of any subject, be it a type
set, wood-cut, lithographed or engraved stamp

1 shall treat the methods separately, showing 
how, when, and where each process is best 
adapted to the subject.

Type-Set Form.
The utility of type and printer’s rule for illus

trating purposes is limited to surcharges and 
early provisionals which were originally type
set. In reproducing, in such cases, the greatest 
care should be taken to conform strictly to the 
“face” of letter used on ithe /original. The 
words or letters should be spaced identically 
with the spacing of the subject, and here, as in 
no other case the time-honoured printer's rule 
is imperative: “Follow copy."

If a broken, inverted, or transposed letter 
occurs in the “copy,” break, invert, or transpose 
the type to conform to it. Do not attempt to 
correct—you are 'illustrating—“follow copy."
If you cannot secure the same type, do not 
substitute another—prefer not to "illustrate at 
all. Philately will thank you for it.

Wood Cuts.
Wood-cuts are produced by engraving a de

sign on prepared, hard toood, type high, by 
means of tools similar to those used in engrav
ing on metals. As for all letter-press printing 
the subject must be in relief, t.e., the design 
left while all surrounding wood is removed. 
The grade of work being entirely dependent 
upon the skill of the artisan, the result is more 
or .less satisfactory. The fact remains that 
elaborate designs cannot receive just treatment 
in wood, and the process is practically limited 
to such stamps as the late issues of Gambia, 
New South Wales 2j^d. Jubilee, and a number 
of the so-called De la Rue styles. Steel and
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copper-plate printed stamps, as well as litho
graphed issues should not be attempted in wood.

Zinc Etchings, or Line Engravings.
This process seems to be the most favoured 

for stamp illustrating, being to a great extent 
purely mechanical and chemical. The subject 
is transferred by means of photography to a 
prepared sheet of zinc. The design thus trans
ferred is neutralised, i.e., “fortified,” as it were, 
to resist the destructive acids. The plate is 
then emersed in a tray of acids. These acids 
“bite” away the zinc surrounding the “fortified” 
design, to a certain requisite depth, leaving, as 
a result, the subject in relief—raised. Imper
fections are removed by means of a graver, and 
finally, the plate is mounted on a wood base, 
corresponding in height, after being mounted, 
to type.

The fact, that by means of this process the 
slightest details of the subject may be preserved 
with perfect accuracy, as well as enlargements 
or reductions to any desired dimensions secured, 
commends it at once as one of the best methods 
to be employed in stamp illustrating.

Zinc etching, therefore, is best adapted to 
subjects in “line,’ no matter how sharp these 
lines be, so long as they are clear and distinct, 
and a white background is visible between them.

There are a few exceptions that do not permit 
of treatment by this process, such as the earlier 
Stamps of Barbados, Trinidad, Mauritius, and 
the current St. Vincent. Yet even these may 
be satisfactorily prepared if the stamps are first 
enlarged by means of photography, a “blue
print” prepared and then “traced” by the artist 
in black water-proof India ink. After “fading" 
the blue-print the drawing is again reduced to 
the normal size and prepared as before de
scribed.

Half-tone.
Half-tone illustrating is the most costly of the 

four processes, but vastly superior in a number 
of cases, in fact preferable, and if properlv 
printed the effect is most pleasing, for the half
tone is the printer’s substitute for photography 
in illustrating.

Especially in instances where cancellations on 
stamps are to be shown, grilling, embossing, or 
where two-coloured stamps are to be reproduced 
showing to some extent the different colours by 
a variation of shade and light in the print.

The half-tone process is adapted to such sub
jects as are furnished by the earlier Barbados, 
Trinidad, St. Vincent, Nova Scotia, in short, 
every stamp too close-lined for the zinc-etching 
process can be satisfactorily reproduced in 
half-tone.

Stamps to be treated by this process should 
be mounted on dull black cards, and to obtain 
the best results enlarged in the engraving— 
the more so, the better the result.

■ Other Requisites.
Finally, the chief requisites are, good paper, 

good ink, good presses, and a competent press
man, for with him rests the fate of an engrav- j
ing. . i

Wood cuts print best; zinc-etchings require I 
little ink but light, even impression, while the I

half-tone requires artistic treatment at his hands. 
It requires more ink than the zinc-etching, it 
requires a hard, even packing on the cylinder 
or job press and it requires patience and skill 
in the make-ready to “bring out” the highlights 
and darken or grade the shades.

With these “pointers” stamp illustrating is 
commended to every philatelic publication as 
the most valuable adjunct to the advancement 
of “stamp science.”

From the Virginia Thilatdist.

tQe JJfampg of (Uruguay
BY F. C. WEST HO FEN.

From a very interesting article on the above 
stamps we give the following list of all the service 
stamps that have been issued officially. Numerous 
forgeries of these stamps exist, and we trust this 
list will bring some light into the darkness, that 
has hitherto enshrouded them.

The writer divides the various surcharges as 
follows :
Official from left top corner to right bottom corner A 

.. 11 right lioltom corner to left top ,, B
• • ,, left top corner toright Irottom corner twice C
11 11 it 11 ii ,, and

,, right bottom comer to left top comer C 
, ,  ,, left bottom corner to top right corner D
,, „  top right corner to bottom left corner E

20 A ugust, t88o.
Issue of Jan . 1872, 1 Jan. 1877, and I May, 1879.

1. l centesimo brown, surch. black A B
2. 5 centesimos green, ,, , A B
3- 10 I • red, ,, blue A B
4- 25 II yellow „  „ A B
5- 20 II yellow brown black A B
6. 5° II black surch. red A
7- 1 peso blue „  „ A

The black surcharge on the 10 cent, red and the 
15 cent, yellow was never used postally, the blue 
surcharge on the 15 cent, is sometimes so dark as 
to appear black.

18 February, 1881.
Lithographed stamp of 23 October, 1880.

8. 1 centesimo brown, surch. black A B 
The sheets contain 104 stamps and the last four

are great rarities, as the surcharge is horizontal. 
24 September, 1881.

Issue of 25 Aug., 1881 (Suarez).
9. 7 cent&imos, blue, surch. red A

The same stamp with black surcharge is a forgery.
11 May, 1882.

Issue of 1 May. 1879,
10. 1 peso, blue, surcharge black A 

I January, 1883.
Issue of 15 May and 1 July, 1882.

11. 1 cent&imo, green, surch. black A B C
12. 2 cent&imos, rose, ,, „  A B D E

3 August, 1883.
Issue of 1 April, 1883.

13. 10 cent^simos, dark brown, surch. blue A D E 
This value was afterwards surcharged in ultramarine

(not deep blue), to comply with the rules of U.P.U.
1 February, 1884.

Issue of 16 March, 1883, with surcharge “  Franco,” 
instead of “ Official.”

14. 1 centdsimo, green, surch. black A B
12 April, 1894.
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Issue of 1 March, 1883.
15. 5 cent6simos, blue, surch. red A B

All later surcharges are in black.
15 April, 1894.

Issues of I April, 1883, 13-25 January, and 10 April, 
1884.

16. 2 centesimos, red A B
17. 1 cent&imo, prov. on 10 cent., red A B D
17a Exists also with small figure 1
18. 2 cent&imos, rose, surch. prov. 1884 A B D
*9 - 5  » blue, Type 1 A B
20- S .. „  2 A B
A very small quantity of No. 19 seems to exist. No. 

20 exists horizontally imperforate.
30 July, 1884. .

Issue of 1 May, 1884.
21. I centdsimo, green A B C21a. 1 »* 8rey A
22. 2 centesimos bright red A B C
23 - S ,, Prussian blue A B24. 7 ,, bistre A25. 10 ,, brown A n26. 20 ,, violet A B
27 - 25 i) grey violet A B

29 Octolier, 1887.
Issue of 1 January, 1877.

28. 50 cent&imos, black A 
to February, 1888

Issue of 1 January, 1888.
29. 1 cent£simo, bright green A B 

20 March, 1888.
Issue of 1 January, 1888.

30. 2 cent&imos, carmine A B C  
5  June, 1889.

Issue of 1 January, 1888.
3 1* 5 cent&imos, light blue A
3 2- 7 „ orange A
3 3 - 10 „ violet A B
3 »- 20 „ brown A B
3 5 - 25 „ red A B

12 August, 1890.
Issue of x December. i 88q- i  May. 1800.

30. 1 centesimo, green A B
3 7 - 2 cent^simos rose A B
3»- S ,, blue A B
3 9  7 „ brown B
40. 10 „ green , A B
41. 20 „ orange A
42- 25 „ red brown A B
4 3 - SO „ blue B
44. 1 peso violet B
The ink of this surcharge was too oily, the

letters are grey on the face and deep black on 
the back of the stamps, on the dark colours they 
are hardly visible. Consequently a new ink in 
deep black was ordered to be used in addition as 
follows :—

45. I centlsimo, green, surch. grey, A surch. black A
46. 2 centdsimos rose ,, II B 11 >. A
4 7 - 5 M blue „ It A ft „ A48. 7 91 brown ,, IT B >1 „ B
49 10 II green ,, II A II „ A50. 20 II orange „ M B >> „ A
Si- 25 II red brown 19 B IT » A
52- 50 II blue „ II B IT „• A53. 1 peso B
It is possible further combinations of this doub

surcharge exist, though writer never succeeded to 
obtain specimens which were undoubtedly genuine.

After the foregoing set was used up, only the 
stamps surcharged in black were issued.

I centesimo, green A B D E
2 centesimos rose A D
5 || blue A f
7 || brown A D E

10 If green A D E
20 • 1 orange A D
25 |} red brown A D
So II blue A 1)

1 peso violet A D
this issue the error UFICIAL appears for

6S .

66.

67.

A
A
A

5 4
5 5 
56.
5 7 
5 8 
5 9 
60.
61.
62.

in ainiwi “•**/ /
of the die or a broken O.

The die with which the stamps were surcharged 
contained the word Oficial fifteen times in three 
rows, the broken letter is to be found in the last 
stamp of the first row, and occurs quite regularly. 

7 September, 1891.
Issue of 19 August, 1891. Provisional.

63. 5 centesimos, red on lilac A
5 ......................... Error 1391 A
s i» »> >> 2
5 „ „  Error 1391 B

Officially only 5 sheets were surcharged with 
the word “ Oficial,” and can be recognised by the 
thick letters, afterwards some more sheets were 
surcharged to oblige some collectors, but the 
letters are thinner and regular.

10 October, i 8 9 S- , , „
Issue of 15 May, 1894,2 June, 1894, and 5 Oclolier, 1895.

64. 1 centCsimo, blue 
2 centesimos, red-brown
5 .. red1 November, 1895.

Issue of 2 June, 1894.'
. 50 centesimos, violet A

All the other values of the Issue of May and 
fune, 1894, were not surcharged officially, and all 
iurcharges are forged.

15 December, 1895.
Issue of 1895.

68. 2 centesimos, greyish blue A
18th December, 1895.

Same issue.
7. cent&imos, green 

10. ,, biown
20. ,, green and black
25 ,, brown and blue
31 March, 1896. 

ame issue.
73. I. centesimo, yellow brown
74. 50. centesimos, blue and black
75. 1. peso blue and brown 
The higher values (2 and 3 pesos)

barged.
luarez issue, 1896.

2 September, 1897. 
centesimo lilac and black with
prov, red sur:harge A

7 September, 1897.
5 centesimos blue and black with 

prov. red surcharge A
to cent^simos red and black with 

prov. red surcharge A
19 October, 1897.
2 centesimos, lilac 

15 November, 1897.
5 cenldsimos, green 

22 January, 1898.
I centisimo, greyish blue

7 9 
70
7 <-
72.

A
A
A
A

A
A
A

were

B

B

never sur-

76.

7 7 
78.

7 9 
80.

81.
From the Deutsche Bricfniarkcn Zeitung.
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D e c e m b e r  15 th, 1898.

The premium given with No. 17 of the Illus- 
trierten Briefmarken Journals, a 2 pare black 
Servia, has been found to be a forgery.

We really don’t object, if our contemporaries 
reprint articles from our columns, but the least 
we do expect is that they acknowledge the 
source. We are, therefore, very much aston
ished to find the Record reprinting nearly two 
full pages without doing so.

Berne has just celebrated the 50th anniver
sary of its selection as the seat of the Swiss 
Federal Government. The illumination of the 
town was carried out with great unanimity. 
Every house made its simple contribution—a 
candle or a night-light in a coloured cup, or a 
Chinese lantern—and suppressed every other 
light. _______

The following resolution has been adopted 
by the Council of the Royal Colonial Institu
tion “The Council desire to record the great 
satisfaction tHey feel on the outcome of the

Imperial Conference on Postal Rates, held in 
I.ondon in July, by which a letter rate of one 
penny is at the end of the year to come into 
force between the mother country, India, and 
various important colonies, and, believing as 
they do that the cheapening of postal facilities 
cannot fail to strengthen the bonds which unite 
the different portions of the Empire, the Coun
cil trust that such difficulties as may still exist 
to prevent the universal adoption of such a rate 
between all parts of the Empire may soon be 
removed. The Council further desire in this 
connection to thank the Right Hon. Joseph 
Chamberlain, M.P., Her Majesty’s Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, his Grace the Duke of 
Norfolk, Her Majesty’s Postmaster General, 
and the Hon. William Mulock, Q.C., M.P., 
Postmaster General for the Dominion of 
Canada, for the official action they have indi
vidually taken in supporting and giving effect 
to the recent development of this important 
Imperial question. They also desire to ack
nowledge the public services, extending over 
many years, which have been rendered by Mr. 
J. Henniker Heaton, M.P., a Fellow of this 
Institute, in the cause of Imperial penny post
age.”

In consequence of a postal convention be
tween Italy and Tunis reducing the single letter 
rate to 20" centimes a stamp of this value has 
been issued for the latter country. Fur
thermore a stamp of the value of 35 centimes 
will be issued, this value representing thecharg" 
on a registered letter within the interior.

A variety has been found in the present 25 
centimes stamp blue of Belgium. The figure
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5 in the left top corner does not end in a dot, 
but in a line. Only one stamp on the sheet 
shows this variety.

Still they come. India and Ceylon have 
joined the penny ocean postage league.

Brazil has at last succumbed, the first provi
sional has appeared. •

The Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences 
has established a “Section of Philately.” Social 
and exchange meetings are held on the first 
and third Fridays, business meetings on the 
second Friday, and a lecture on the fourth Fri
day of each month.

The plates of the current stamps of France 
of 10 centimes seem to be affected by politics 
at the present time, as they appear a little 
mixed. Both the well-known types appear on 
the same sheet. The whole sheet contains 300 
stamps in 12 panes of 25, but sheets of 130 
stamps only can be obtained at the post offices. 
On the left hand portion of the sheet the two 
lower panes contain only stamps of the I. type, 
whereas the other 4 panes are composed of 
stamps of the II. type. The right hand side of 
the sheet is composed entirely of stamps of the
I. type.

\Vc have, therefore, on an entire sheet:
200 stamps of the I. type, 
too stamps of the II. type.

d e c r e e s  ♦

PRIVATE POST CARDS.

Post Office Department,
Washington, D.C.

Order No. 242. June 17, 1898,
The following act of Congress, approved May 

iq, 1898, authorizing the transmission in the 
domestic mails of private cards bearing written 
messages, at the postage charge of a cent a piece 
is published for the information of postmasters 
and the public:

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America 
assembled, That from and after the first day of 
July, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, it 
shall be lawful to transmit by mail, at the post
age rate of a cent a piece, payable by stamps to 
be affixed by the sender, and under such regula
tions as the Postmaster-General may prescribe, 
written messages on private mailing cards, such 
cards to be sent openly in the mails, to be no 
larger than the size fixed by the Convention of 
the Universal Postal Union, and to be approxi
mately of the same form, quality, and weight as 
the stamped postal card now in general use in 
the United States.

To be entitled to the privilege given by this 
act—which applies only to the domestic mails— 
users of mailing cards must conform to these 
ru les:

1. Cards must not exceed the size of what 
is now known as the H postal card, which is 
3% by 5J4 in dimensions, or be below the size 
of the K card which is 2 15-16 by 4 15-16 inches.

2. The qualities of the cards must be sub
stantially that of the Government postal cards. 
These weigh—the larger 61bs 30Z,, and the 
smaller 5lbs a thousand cards.

3. The colour of the cards may be white, 
cream, light gray or the shade of the Govern
ment card which is light buff.

4. The cards must bear these words in print, 
on the address side: “Private mailing Card— 
Authorized by act of Congress of May 19, 1898.” 
When prepared by printers or stationers for sale, 
they should also bear in the upper right hand 
corner of the address side an oblong diagram 
with the words, “Place one cent stamp here” ; 
and in the lower left hand corner the following 
words should be printed: “This side is exclu
sively for the address.”
' Nothing else than the superscription, which 
may be either in writing or print, but which 
must be limited to the name and address, and, 
if desired, the occupation or business of the 
addressee, briefly stated, will be allowable on 
the address side.

5. The message on the cards may be either 
in writing or in p rin t; and there may also 
appear on the message side advertisements, 
illustrations, or other matter, printed either in 
black or in colours.

6. There must be attached to every card 
mailed a one cent adhesive postage stamp.

7. The privilege given by this act is not 
intended to work a discontinuance of the Gov
ernment postal cards. These will be issued and 
sold the same as heretofore.

S. Private mailing cards, with written mes
sages cannot be mailed to foreign countries ex
cept at the letter rate of postage.

CH. EMORY SMITH,
Postmaster-General.

From The Postal Card Bviletin.

BRAZIL.
General Administration of the Post. Obso

lete newspaper stamps to be put into circulation 
again. . . , .

Bv order of the General Administrator and in 
conformity with article 23 of the law as instituted 
by decree 2230 of 10th of February, 1894, the 
public is informed that in accordance with the 
notice of the Minister dated 17 May under No. 
164 the newspaper stamps of 100 reis declared 
to be obsolete, will be again sold surcharged.

This stamp, which was used for franking news
papers and issued in 1890, is of a violet colour, 
it bears the words Correio at the top, Brazil at 
the bottom, Jornaes in the centre and also the 
words 100 and reis.

The surcharge of 200 reis will be in black 
ink, the original value will be effaced and the
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word Jornaes will also be replaced by the figure 
of the year 1898, also in black ink. This stamp 
can be used for any kind of correspondence. 

Given in the capital 29 Sept., 1898.
(Signed) Feliciano Gonzaga.

EDINBURGH.
The Scottish Philatelic Society.—The 

usual monthly meeting was held in 5, St. An
drew Square, on the evening of 14th November.

Present: Mr. Adam Smail, vice-president, in 
the chair ; and Messrs. Richardson, Henderson, 
Fleming and Fish.

There was read a communication from the 
Secretary to the Manchester Philatelic Society, 
anent the International Exhibition to be held 
in Manchester in June. The society heartily 
approved of the project, and willingly consented 
to give it all the support they can.

A letter was read from the Secretary to the 
Central Philatelic Club, London, which also 
met with approval, the Secretary being instructed 
to'q'et information regarding affiliation with the 
said Club, as several of the members were likely 
to join it.

Mr. Richardson then read a most interesting 
paper on the stamps of the Straits Settlements, 
illustrating his remarks by referring to an al
most complete collection of the various issues 
in used and unused condition. On the motion 
of Mr. Smail, seconded by Mr. Henderson, a 
hearty vote of thanks was awarded to Mr. 
Richardson for his paper. There were also on 
view a selection of Cape of Good Hope triangu- 
lars, and of early Portuguese issues.

It was agreed to have an Exchange .of Stamps 
at next meeting ; and Mr. Smail consented to 
make a display of postcards.

WILLIAM FISH, M.A.,
18, Montpelier Terrace. Hon. Sec.

Shf.ffifxd Philatelic Society.—A meeting 
of this society was held on Wednesday, 2nd 
November, in their Rooms, at Bird’s Restaurant. 
There was a large attendance of members, and 
the evening was devoted to a discussion on 
“Stamp Catalogues and Discounts.” Messrs. 
Peilce, Sneath, Chapman, Hunt, and others 
took part in the debate. It was agreed that 
catalogues were of great value to collectors, the 
discounts varying according to the state of the 
stamps. A poor specimen could be obtained 
at almost any price, whereas a good specimen

was frequently worth the full catalogue value. 
It was decided that an exchange of stamps should 
be held at the next meeting on November 16th.

The fourth general meeting of this society was 
held on i6th November last in their Rooms, at 
Bird’s Restaurant. The evening was devoted 
to the sale and exchange of stamps, a number 
of stamps changing hands at very fair prices. 
It was decided that the next meeting a display 
of the stamps of NortK America should be held.

Suburban E xchange Club.—July packets 
have come back from circulation, and accounts 
will be made up and submitted as speedily as 
possible. Sales were as follows : —

July A packet, £̂114 17s. 2d.
July M packet, ,£88 4s. ud .
July K packet, ^£59 os. 2d.

Owing to holiday season only three packets 
were circulated in July and August, 203 sheets 
valued in the aggregate at £2 ,197 15s. 3d., were 
received and made up into four packets for the 
November circuit. Many rare stamps, in good 
condition, were offered at reasonable prices, 
United States, Central Africans and W. Indians 
being specially strong. Three members (two 
resignations and one death) dropped out during 
the past month. New members include Miss 
Spicer Jay (London), Surg Bishop, R.N. (Jer
sey), J. Williams (Cheltenham), J. S. Cricks 
(London), Prof. Dobranich (B. Aires), W. Ben
son (Southport), E. P. Airlie Drv (Bedford), 
Mrs. Sherard (Ashburton), Rev. E. Wootton 
(Faversham), M. Webb (Stoke Bishop), Bo. 
Oxchufwud (Amea), H. J. Coombe, (Greenwich), 
and V. Essayan (Constantinople). August 
packets will be back within a fortnight. Non
contributors wishing to see packets are requested 
to notify the Secretary. Applications for mem
bership should include references to avoid loss 
of time and needless correspondence. Club 
sheets will be forwarded to members on demand. 
Secretary, II. A. Slade, Jnglesidc, St. Albans.

Herts. Philatelic Society. At a special 
meeting held at Andcrton’s Hotel, Fleet Street, 
E.C., on Tuesday, December 6th, the proposed 
alterations and additions to the rules were car
ried unanimously. The expense for reprint
ing new rules was sanctioned. The following 
gentlemen were elected members of the Society : 
W. Brown as life member, C. D. Lord, W. H. 
Peckitt, J. C. Sidebotham as ordinary members, 
E. D. Bacon, Chas. J . Phillips, and W. A. S. 
Westobv as honorary members ; W. G. Cook 
and W. Simpson were .voted to the two vacant 
seats on the Committee.

At the close of business W. Simpson gave a 
display of his general collection and of some 
unique blocks of jfr. France, 1853-6 issue. A 
vote of thanks to Mr. Simpson for his enter
tainment of members terminated the meeting.

The Novmber packet of the Society contained 
32 sheets valued at ^614 14s. 8)4^-

H. A. SLADE, Hon. Sec.
Ingleside, St. Albans.
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p.3.®.38. advertiser advertising Hates.
P r i c e  P e r  I n s e r t io n  :—

Unce. 3 times. 6 times. ia times.s. a. &. d- s. J s, d
1 page .. . ... 300 27 O 22 6 20 0
JSpage ... ... 18 0 16 6 13 6 12 0
Xpage ..., ... 10 0 9 0 7 6 6 6A page ..., ... 6 0 5 6 4 6 4 0

No smaller displayed advertisements will be taken 
than 1 -8th of a page.

Advertisements smaller than tms must be inserted 
in the EXCHANGE COLUMN, which in future 
will be reduced to the rate of SIX WORDS A 
PENNY, irrespective of length. They will be in 
serted in small type and no display whatever allowed

BUSINESS CARDS 5 /-for 12 INSERTIONS

CASH IN ADVANCE.

ZQe (pfjtfafeftc 3fourno  ̂ of 
$rtfatn,

ff}e (&fcverft6er.
SUBSCRIPTIONS

Per Annum ... ... .. 2/6 post free.
Single number ... ... ... 3d. „

All subscriptions commence with January 
L’ABONNEMENT

Par an ... ... ... Fes 3.15 franco.
„ num£ro ... ... ... „ 0.30 „

Tout abonnement est datd du Janvier.
BEZUGSPREIS

Per Jahr ... ... ... M. 2 50 post frei.
Jede Nummer ... ... ,, o 23 ,,

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.
Notice : Publishers of Philatelic Magazines ex

changing with this Journal are requested in future to 
send one copy to the Editor, G. B. Duerst, Rolandseck, 
Athol Road, Alexandra Park, Manchester, and a 
second copy to the Publisher, William Brown, Salis
bury, England.

D ecem ber  15th, 1898.

„ Since the publication of
Imperial Penny our last number India and 

Postage Ceylon have joined the
once more. Penny Postage Ocean

Rate, and we can only le-
joice at the fact.

There is only one thought of regret and that 
is that our Autsralian Colonies cannot see their 
way to joining the rest of the Empire in estab
lishing Imperial Penny Postage on Christmas 
Day.

A greater boon could not be bestowed upon 
the whole Empire, than to see it form a single 
penny postal district. Of course we are quite 
aware of the losses that will at first be incurred 
by such an institution by all the participators, 
but we maintain that such loss will only be 
transitory and will turn out the greatest gift 
that could have been conferred.

We quite admit the Australian Governments’ 
argument that it would be anomalous to have 
an Imperial Penny letter rate, when the inter
nal letter rate is higher. But apart from just 
reminding them that this anomaly exists already 
with regard to all printed matter and to post
cards we should like to point out that the high 
rate of postage for internal postal matter is an 
anomaly In itself which was only forced upon 
the various governments by circumstances, but 
which by now ought to have been abolished. 
It is said the whole loss the first year would be 
under ^15,000 for seven colonies, a mere tride.

We feel sure that the Australian Colonies 
before very long will join us in our endeavour 
to bind the people of this great Empire closer 
together than ever.

Last month we published 
Manchester a list of the classes and the 

P h i l a t e l i c  awards of the International 
Exhibition. Philatelic Exhibition, to be 

held at Manchester in Julv 
next year and this month we print the rules 
and regulations and the special medals.

The Exhibition, to which H.R.H. the Duse 
of York has graciously extended his patronage, 
is in the hands of a committee formed of mem
bers of the Manchester Philatelic Society, whose 
work philatelically might well be an example 
to other societies to follow. The committee has 
been exceedingly lucky in having such an en
lightened Citv'Council to grant them the use of 
such an admirable place as the City Art Gal
lery for the exhibition. A picture of this build
ing was published in our last number.

We want specially to draw the attention of 
the general and medium collector to the follow
ing paragraph in the Prospectus:

In the scheme of the Exhibition the Com
mittee wish to draw attention to the fact that 
whilst every provision has been made to secure 
keen competition amongst advanced specialists 
the interests of general collectors have been 
carefully protected. It is with the first object 
in view that more divisions have been made in 
the Prospectus than was the case in London, 
and for the latter purpose that certain favourite 
and most difficult countries have been intro
duced twice; in the first instance as a country 
complete, which the advanced specialists car
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exhibit, and secondly after omitting the earlier 
and usually rarer issues, for the benefit of those 
who specialise in these countries but are not 
strong enough in such issues to compete with 
collectors of the first rank.

Including the special prizes upwards of 150 
medals are now offered, and we trust will lead 
to a good competition. We understand that a 
good many exhibits are already entered, not 
only from collectors in our own country, but 
also from the Continent, and the United States.

We have no hesitation to recommend this 
exhibition to all our readers, and if they decide 
to send an exhibit we can assure them that they 
need not have the slightest fear for their trea
sures at the hands of the members of the Man
chester Philatelic Society.

With this number our eighth 
Ourselves, volume concludes. Eight years is a 

very long time, and only very few 
philatelic journals can exist that length of time 
practically unchanged from the day of their 
birth. We suppose it is like in other instances, 
a  survival of the fittest.

P.J.G.B., the magic letters. Who does not 
know them ? All the world over they are synony
mous and stand for the name of the most widely 
read philatelic monthly journal. There is 
hardly a philatelic paper that does not quote 
them. In order to still further advance our 
popularity and enlarge the circle of our readers 
we have made arrangements with the Interna
tional Philatelic Society of Dresden, the largest 
of its kind in the world to supply every member 
with a copy of our Journal. I or some time our 
printing bill has convinced us that our circula
tion is approaching that of some of our larger 
and older contemporaries, but we are certain 
that with our ninth volume we shall out-distance 
them all and stand proudly in the forefront, 
without having to take subterfuge to artificially 
inflate our circulation by guessing competition, 
division of prizes or gratis posting of copies.

Our advertiser is undoubtedly one of the \ery 
best known mediums for the sale of stamps and 
we should, if we had the space to spare astonish 
our readers by the flattering though unsolicited 
letters we have received not only from our ad
vertisers but also from collectors all over the 
world.

In conclusion we wish all our readers a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, and 
hope that the cheery hours they have spent 
with their Editor will be renewed in the next 
twelve months.
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Jnfernaftonaf $0tfafeftc <&r$i6tfion, 
(ttlancgeefer, 1899

Held under the auspices of the Manchester 
Philatelic Society.

Patron,
H.R.H. THE DUKE OF-YORK, K.G.

The following Societies have signified their 
approval: —
‘I he Philatelic Society, London.
Internationaler Philatelistenverein, Dresden. 
Soci^td Franqaise de Timbrologie, Paris.
Societa Filatelica Lombarda.
The Philatelic Society, India.
Nederlandsche Vereeniging van Postzegelver- 

zamelaars, Amsterdam.
Birmingham Philatelic Society.
Bradford Philatelic Society.
Brighton Philatelic Society.
Bristol and Clifton Philatelic Society.
Herts Philatelic Society.
Leeds Philatelic Society.
Oxford Philatelic Society.
Plymouth Philatelic Society.
The Scottish Philatelic Society.
Sheffield Philatelic Society.
International Philatelic Union.

Executive Committee.—J. H. Abbott, F.
Barratt, W. Doming Beckton, A. Buxton, M. 
P. Castle, C. H. Coote, G. B. Duerst, D. S. 
Garson, O. Gillett, W. Grunewald, A. H. Har
rison, J. E. Heginbottom, J. R. Hesketh, W. 
W. Munn, J. C. North, D. Ostara, T. Oxley, PL 
Petri, Vernon Roberts, N. Wanstall.

Chairman of Committee.—W. Doming Beck- 
ton.

Hon. Treasurer.—Ernest Petri.
Hon. Secretary.—G. Fred H. Gibson.
The following members of the n-xecutivc 

Committee will undertake the correspondence 
in German—G. 13. Duerst; Italian and Span
ish—PL P etri; French—W. Grunewald.

Then follows a list of names of upwards of 
140 well-known philatelists supporting the Ex
hibition. These hail from afl parts of the 
Globe showing the wide interest taken by all 
serious philatelists.

PROSPECTUS.
P'ew pursuits have undergone greater 

changes or seen more extensive developments 
in recent times than that of Philatelv. which 
from being almost entirely monopolised thirty 
or forty years ago by schoolboys, now occupies 
the serious attention of collectors of all ages 
and all classes, in every part of the civilised 
world. -

This was amply demonstrated by the general 
enthusiasm aroused by the London Exhibition 
of 1897, and as the unparalleled success of that 
undertaking convinces the members of the 
Manchester Philatelic Society that the time is 
fully ripe for one of a similar nature in this
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City, they have decided, after careful consider
ation of ways and means, to hold an Exhibi
tion of an International character in June next.

It will consist of specimens of the Postage 
Stamps, Envelopes, Post Cards, Wrappers, etc., 
of the whole world, Proofs, Essays, and other 
objects of interest .connected with Philately 
and the Postal Service, as well as Albums, 
Books, and Philatelic Appliances of every de
scription.

It will be opened on Thursday, June 29th, 
1899, and it hoped that the numerous pro
mises of support which the Committee have 
received from many eminent collectors at home 
and abroad, will be so augmented as to make 
'the Exhibition thorougniy representative of 
Philately in all its phases.

The Committee have obtained the use of the 
Manchester City Art Gallery, which possesses 
the advantages of ample space and good light 
from abo\e, without the risk of undue exposuie 
of the rays of the sun, as well as a commanding 
position in a leading thoroughfare in the centre 
of the city, and is therefore in every way most 
suitable for an Exhibition of Stamps.

All the stamps will be shown under glass in 
locked or sealed frames and cases, and every 
possible precaution will be taken to ensure the 
security of the Exhibits, including the employ
ment of day and night watchmen, but no per
sonal responsibility will be undertaken by the 
Committee.

The provisions against risk by fire or theft 
are specially mentioned in the rules and regula
tions which follow, and to these the attention 
of intending exhibitors 1- particularly drawn.

Special arrangements will be made for the 
passage through the Customs of exhibits from 
foreign countries without risk of damage.

The Exhibition will remain open to the public 
for one week, a charge being made for admis
sion, which will afford a better opportunity for 
supervision by the members of the Committee, 
(two of whom at least will always be in attend
ance during the time that the Exhibition is so 
open), thus securing additional safety.

The exhibits wrill be returned to their owners 
as soon as possible after the close of the exhibi
tion.

To facilitate the work of the Committee and 
to assist them in the preparation of the Official 
Catalogue, exhibitors arc earnestly requested 
to send full particulars of their exhibits as early 
as possible before the date stipulated in the 
regulations.

In the scheme of the exhibition the Committee 
wish to draw attention to the fact that whilst 
every provision has been made to secure keen 
competition amongst advanced specialists, the 
interests of general collectors have been care
fully protected. It is with the first object in view 
that more divisions have been made in the Pro
spectus than was the case in London, and for 
the latter purpose that certain favourite and most 
difficult countries have been introduced twice; 
in the first instance as a country complete,

which the advanced specialists can exhibit, and 
secondly, after omitting the earlier and usually 
rarer issues, for the benefit of those who specia
lise in these countries but are not strong enough 
in such issues to compete with collectors of 
the first rank.

The exhibition wilt be subject to the follow
ing rules and regulations, of which all exhibi
tors will be held to have had notice.

RULES AND REGULATIONS.
1-—Exhibits in Classes I., II., III. must be 

mounted on cards or loose pages. Although 
no special size of cards or other material is 
obligator)-, it is hoped that exhibitors who mount 
their stamps specially for the Exhibition will as 
far as possible endeavour to assist the Com
mittee in securing uniformity, for the sake of 
economising the space at their disposal. This 
object will be attained by the use of cards of 
the following sizes, viz., 10 inches by 0 inches 
or 9^6 inches by ii}4  inches, and, if desired, 
cards measuring 9 ^  inches by n 'A  inches 
can be suppiied on application to the Secretary 
at a trifling cost. The sizes in centimetres will 
be 25)^ by 22% or bv 281/5. The size of 
the frames will be 40 inches by 36 inches (inside 
measurement), so that each frame will carry 
16 sheets 10 inches by 9 inches, and 12 sheets 
9$4 inches by 11 % inches.

2.—A charge for space will be made on the 
following scale: —

For each frame or part of frame occu
pied in Classes I. and II. ... ... 4s.

For each exhibit in Class III. ... 5s.
For each album or volume shown in 

Classes IV., V .,V L , VlII.', and IX. ... 5s.
For each exhibit in Class X. ... 5s.

Class XL Charge will be made ac
cording to nature and size of exhibit.

(minimum cnarge, 2s. od.)
Class VI1. No charge will be made. 

Arrangements hate been made by the Com
mittee for insurance against loss bv fire or tiicft 
of Exhibits while in the custody of the Com
mittee, either before or during the continuance 
of the exhibition and after the close of the exhi
bition, until despatched for return to the owners. 
An inclusive charge of 2s. Od. will be made for 
each £ too insured. Owners of exhibits desir
ing to insure, and paying the prescribed 
amount, will have the benefit of the policy ef
fected by the Committee to the extent of the 
value at which such exhibits .are accepted for 
insurance, but no personal liability is in any 
event incurred by the Committee in regard to 
loss.

The charge for space and insurance (if any) 
will be payable by the exhibitor on sending in 
his exhibit.

All exhibits will be returned free of charge 
to their owners by post or otherwise, but trans
mission will in all cases be at the sole risk of the 
owner, insurance in course of transit (if any) 
being paid by him. .
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3. —Notice of the nature and extent of the 
exhibits, with the-value for insurance, '•hnuld 
be sent to the Secretary as early ax passible, 
but not later than the xst Mav 1899, on the 
accompanying form. •

4. —All exhibits must be delivered, post or 
carriage paid, between the 5th and 8th lune, 
1899, addressed to the Hon. Sec. of the Exhibi
tion, at the Safe Deposit Company. Chapel 
Walks, Manchester. Punctuality in delivery 
is particularly desired, to ensure accurate de
scription of the exhibits in the official catalogue.

5. —The right of refusing any exhibit without 
assigning any reason for such refusal, is re
served by the Committee, as also the right of 
showing such part of an’- exhibit as the Com
mittee may decide, in case of their being insuf
ficient space available for showing the whole.

6. —All exhibits entered for competition must 
be bona-fide the property of the exhibitor. Joint 
collections must be shown in the joint names or 
firm name, as the case may be, but no com
bination made solely for the purposes of the 
Exhibition can be admitted for competition.

7. —Albums and volumes of stamp,, will be 
exhibited open at the most interesting pages, 
to be varied from time to time during the exhi
bition by a member of the Committee. No 
albums will be allowed to be inspected (except 
by the Judges) without the written permission 
of the owner and at his risk, and then only in 
the presence of a member of the Committee.

8. —No price or other notification that it is 
for sale may be affixed to any exhibit. No ex
hibit can be removed before the close of the 
exhibition.

9. —The judges will be appointed by the Exe
cutive Committee, and their decision will m 
all cases be final. They will be seven in num
ber, of whom it is proposed that three at least 
shall be chosen from representatives of foreign 
countries.

10. —No Exhibits by any of the judges can 
be entered Tor competition.

11. —The following scheme of competition 
has been adopted by the Committee; but all 
exhibits which the owners mav desire to enter 
as “Not for Competition^ will be so marked in 
the several classes in which they are shown. 
In making their awards the judges will be re
quested to take into special consideration, not 
onlv the rarity and completeness of the exhibit, 
but also the neatness and accuracy of arrange
ment, method of mounting and condition of 
the specimens submitted, and the Philatelic 
knowledge displayed by the exhibitor.

The following Special Prizes wm also be 
awarded : —
Manchester Philatelic Society.—One gold and 

one silver medal for the two best exhibits in 
Class IE shown by a Philatelist resident out 
of the British Dies.

One silver medal to the Society whose mem
bers figure most numerously in the list of 
exhibitors.

The Philatelic Society, London.—One gold 
medal for the finest Special Collection of any 
one country, having regard to the difficulty 
in forming it, apart from the monetary value 

One silver medal for the best special or 
general collection shown by a lady.

Herts. Philatelic Society.—One silver medal tor 
the best exhibit by a member of the Herts. 
Philatelic Society in Class II.

Leeds Philatelic Society.—One silver medal tor 
the best exhibit shown bv a member of the 
Leeds Philatelic Society.

Mr. H. A. Stamford (President of the Bradford 
Philatelic Society).—One silver medal for the 
best exhibit shown by a member of the Brad
ford Philatelic Society.

Mr. \Y. T. Wilson (President of the Birming
ham Philatelic Society).—One silver and one 
bronze medal for the two best exhibits shown 
by a member of the Birmingham Philatelic 
Society.

Mr. J. H. Abbott,—One silver medal for the 
best exhibit from Scotland.

One silver medal for the best exhibit from 
Ireland.

Mr. W. Doming Bcckton (President of the 
Manchester Philatelic Society).—One gold 
medal for the most meritorious e x n i D i t  
amongst those which have gained a silver 
medal in the open competition i n  Class II.

One silver medal for the most meritorious 
exhibit amongst those which have gained a 
bronze medal in the open competition in 
Class II.

Mr. William Brown.—One silver and one bronze 
medal for the two best collections of stamps 
issued since 1890, and shown in Class IV7.. 
Division 3.

Mr. J. E. Heginbottom, B.A.—One gold medal 
for the best exhibit of \Ye-.t Indies.

One silver medal for the best exhibit in 
Cl ass IV7., showm by an exhibitor under 21. 

Mr. W. H. Peckitt.—One gold and one stiver 
medal for the two most meritorious exhibits, 
regard being paid primarily to the question 
of condition, in Class III.

One gold and one silver medal for the two 
most meritorious exhibits in Class I.

Mr. Ernest Petri.—One silver and one bronze 
medal for the two best exhibits shown by a 
lady resident within a radius of 15 miles from 
the Manchester Royal Exchange.

Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.—One gold and 
one silver medal for the two best collections 
of Australian stamp*.

One silver and one bronze medal for the 
two best collections shown by a youth under 
21 in Class IV., in an album of English 
manufacture. ,

Mr. Vernon Roberts.—One gold medal for the 
best exhibit shown in Class II., Division t 

One silver medal for the best exhibit of 
St. Lucia.

One silver medal for the best exhibit from 
Wales.
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Mr. George H. Calif.—One Silver medal for 
the best exhibit of Sydney views.

Mr. Adolf Rosenberg.—One silver medal for 
the best exhibit shown by a German resident 
in Germany.

Mr. Thomas Beckton.—One silver medal for 
the best exhibit bv a member of the Man
chester Philatelic Society failing to obtain a 
medal in the open competition.

One silver medal for the best exhibit in 
Class II., Division 5.

Mr. Arthur H. Harrison.—-One silver medal for 
the best collection of either Sweden, Norway 
or Denmark and Iceland, shown in Class
II., Division 2, D., by an Exhibitor resident 
in any of these countries.

Mr. G. Fred H. Gibson.—One silver medal for 
the best exhibit in Classes I. or II., shown bv 
a member of a Provincial Philatelic Society 
(Manchester excluded).

Mr. D. Ostara.—One silver medal for the most 
meritorious exhibit of Adhesives on entire 
shown in Class IV.

Mr. G. B. Duerst.—One silver and one bronze 
medal for the two best exhibits shown bv an 
exhibitor resident within a radius of 20 miles 
of the Manchester Royal Exchange, and not 
a member cti the Manchester Philatelic 
Society.
Two silver and two bronze medals will be 

placed at the disposal of the judees, to award 
all or any as they think fit to exhibitors whose 
exhibits display the most Philatelic knowledge, 
regard being had to individual research.

Any further special medals which may be 
offered to and accepted by the Executive Com
mittee will be published in the London Fhila- 
Mixt.

JJfr&tfe J^efffemenfe*
by R. S. Richardson.

(Read before the Scottish Philatelic Sociey). 
If you ask where the Straits Settlements are 

situated, probably nine out of twelve people 
(presuming they know anything of them at all, 
and this is not likely unless they are interested 
in the shipping trade), will probably answer, 
“Oh, they lie in the extreme south of Asia, in 
that portion of the Globe known as ‘Farther 
India.’ ” In  fact this important British colony, 
situated on, or in proximity to the Strait of 
Malacca, which took us, from 1785 to 1819 to 
fully acquire, and which comprises Wellesley, 
Malacca, and the islands of Penang and Singa
pore, with an area of 1,472 square miles, and 
a mixed ponulation of 598,000 souls, to which 
must be added the Native States of Bangkok, 
Johor, Negri Sembilan, Pahang, Perak, Selan
gor, and'. Sungei-Ujong, bound to them by 
treaties is really to most of us a “terra incognita. ’ 

Even its capital Singapore, though a large 
coaling station, and of great importance in 
the China trade, with a population of 139,000 
souls, is little known.

Even the compilers of advanced Philatelic 
catalogues seem to have passed Straits Settle
ments by, and paid them little attention. It is 
true, that some admirable articles by Major 
Evans, and others have appeared from time to 
time in the “Monthly Journal,” and the “Phila
telic Journal of Great Britain,” but they have 
all been about the Native Protectorate States, 
which have, in my opinion, had far too much 
attention, and more than they deserve.

Mr. William Brown, of Salisbury (a distin
guished member of our own Society) published 
in 1894 a very valuable and exhaustive reference 
list on these same Native Protected States, but 
the stamps of “Straits Settlements” themselves 
have been rather neglected, and this seems 
strange as the many surcharges they have, seem 
to me to be well worthy of attention.

It was not till September 1867 that they got 
their first issue. This consisted of the 1865 and 
1866 stamps of India, watermarked Elephant’s 
head, surcharged with a crown, and value in 
cents, and consisting o f:

cents, in red, on anna, blue.
2 cents, in red, on 1 anna brown.
3 cents, in blue, on 1 anna brown.
4 cents, in black, on 1 anna brown.
6 cents, in violet, on 2 annas yellow.
8 cents, in green, on 2 annas yellow.
12 cents, in red, on 4 annas green.
24 cents, in blue, on 8 annas rose.
32 cents, in black, on 2 annas yellow.

J he question of the value of these cents, is 
worth attention. Scott values them *100 cents., 
as equal to 60 cents. American money, the same 
as the 100 cents of Hong Kong and Shanghai. 
In the catalogue for advanced collectors, just 
being brought out, 100 cents to 1 dollar, are 
valued at 55 cents. U.S., currency. But our 
own great standard Authority Stanley Gibbons 
Limited, for many years have valued them 100 
cents at 4s. 6d. or 4d. more than the U.S. 
dollar, this seems worth attention.

I hardly think stamp collectors value this 
issue as they ought, they are certainly rare, 
rarer than collectors think.

Years ago, I wrote to a friend in Singapore, 
asking him, if possible, to buy for me a complete 
set of this issue, and also some surcharges which 
I could not get here. Armed with my list he 
went to the post office, and got laughed at. He 
was told, they were unattainable, that every one 
collected stamps, and English and American 
agents had bought them all up, years before, 
and making further enquiries he found this to 
be the case, all his friends collected stamps, and 
Scott’s catalogue was the favourite in Singapore.

The advanced collector’s catalogue gives a 
provision issue of 1867 (on the Authoriiy of 
Major Evans) it is the ij£ cents stamp, with 
the “three half” erased, and a figure 2 add- d in 
ink, but this is not noticed by either Scort or 
Gibbons.

In January, 1868 a new issue came put, typo- 
graphed (portrait of Queen Victoria) on white 
wove paper. The 2, 4, and 6 cents, are of one
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type; the 8, 12, and 24 cents are of another 
type, and the 32, and 96 cents, of still another, 
perforated 14 watermarked crown and C.C.

2 cents, brown.
4 cents, rose.
6 cents, lilac.
6 cents, violet.
8 cents, yellow.
8 cents, yellow orange. '

12 cents, blue.
24 cents, green.
32 cents, vermilion.
96 cents, slate.

You all know, this issue well, a bold, striking 
set of stamps. In the 2, 4, and 6 cents, it seems 
to me that two dies and a retouched die have 
been used. And to show this clearly, 1 have 
mounted four specimens of the 4 cents rose and 
carmine. In the first the mouth is open, and the 
lower lip comes as far forward as the upper, in 
numbers 2 and 3 the mouth is certainly more 
closed, and tne shading of the lower lip much 
more marked, in number 4 carmine, the re
touched die is shown. The lower lip has been 
worn, and the graver has been used coarsely 
to bring this lip again into prominence.

In the first stamp again, the right side of the 
neck is very slightly cut away by the circle con
taining the label “Straits Settlements Postage.” 
in number 4 the neck is untouched, though the 
circle certainly comes very near it.

In 1873 the 30 cents claret made its first ap
pearance, typography on white wove paper, 
watermarked Crown and C.C.

In 1879 we have another provisional issue on 
the stamps of 1868-73, v' z-»

5 cents, on 4 cents, ro e.
5 cents, on 8 cents orange (4 varieties), and 7 

cents, on 32 cents orange-red, these surch rges 
being in two lines and in black. (1880-81)

In 1880 the 30 cents stamp of the issue of 1873 
was surcharged in black with new value 10 cents. 
This surcharge is complex, and many varieties 
exist. Stanley Gibbons gives 4 types of the 
numeral only which they draw very badly, 
and so perplex, rather than help the student. 
Scott also gives 4 types of this surcharge (much 
clearer drawn), they both seem to omit what 
I call my No. 2, I show 9 stamps of this sur
charge to illustrate what I call 5 types.

No. 1, (S.G. No. 19 and'Scott's 1), has very 
thick black letters, the O is a big, thick circle 
all round, and the “One” is thick all over, slop
ing projection, stem, and base.

Nos. 2 and 3 have still thick black letters, 
same as No. 1, but thinner.

No. 4 (a pair S. G. No. 17 and Scott,'s 2), let
ters still thinner, very marked in the “One” 
where the sloping projection, and the basis have 
become a hair line only.

Nos. 5 and 6 called the “One” type ,S. G. No. 
tS and Scott’s 4), the letter “One” being slightly 
larger than the O. The O is changed, being 
still thick at the sides, but a fine line top and 
bottom.

Nos. 7 and 8 (S. G. No. 16 and Scott’s

3), thin letters, the type most commonly met 
with.

In April 1880, another provisonal issue made 
its appearance.

The same as the preceding provisional issue 
(with all its complex types), but with the addition 
of the word “Cents” (in two types large and 
small) below the numeral 10. So if you like you 
can add 8, or as I class them, 10 more varieties 
of this ugly, but rare surcharge to your collec
tion. I have dwelt long on this surcharge, and 
I fear bored you, but I found it difficult myscll to 
master and thought the explanation I could give 
might be of use to some of the society.

In 1881 came another provisional surcharge, 
with new value, in black, 10 cents on 6 cents lilac 
12 cents on 12 cents blue £3 types).

In 1882. Two more regular stamps were 
issued the 5 cents, purple brown and 10 cents 
slate. Both are getting scarce. The 5 cents 
is priced by Scott at 6s. and by Gibbons at 7*. 
fid., but 1 think it much underpriced. I have 
looked out for it, but see very few, it was super
ceded by the 5 cents blue in 1883, and with the 
exception of the 96 cents slate perforated \2%, 
which came out at the close of 1882 was the last 
stamp watermarked C. and CC. issued.

In 1882 a new issue came out, watermarked 
C. and C.A., perforated 14. consisting of 2 
cents brown (September, 1882), 4 cents rose (June 
1882) 6 cents violet and lilac (September 1882). 
8 cents yellow and yellow orange (September 
1882), and to cents slate (end of 1882).

In August, 1883 more stamps came out to help 
to make the C.A. issue complete, viz., 2 cents 
rose and carmine, 4 cents brown, 5 cents blue, 
12 cents violet-brown and red-brown, 24 cents 
green. But this issue was not complete till 1891 
tiie 32 cents orange coming in 1S87, the q6 
cents slate in 18S8, and the 30 cents claret i'n 
1891. The short time the 2 cents brown and 
the 4 cent* ro^e were in use (from June and Sep
tember, 1882, til! August, 1883) will make th»se 
C.A. stamps rare, and I would advise any col
lector who has not yet procured a specimen to 
do so as soon as possible.

I have now brought the stamps down to quite 
a recent date, and think it unnecessarv to take 
up your attention longer with them. The C.A. 
surcharges are sjmple and are fully shown, and 
described in any recent catalogue.

I tear I must have taxed your patience long 
enough. I know the paper is dry, it must needs 
be so, but if it has helped any member in the 
least, its purpose is answered. It is discursive, 
and if it lead - to any discussion, and so helps 
to pass awav the evening it has done all th -t 
was required.

£aj>fmg Coffecfton.
\Ye thank Mr. K. D. Bacon for the informa

tion that the stamps on view at the British 
Museum have again been changed.

The following are now exhibited: —
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Spain, issues from Jan. 1st, 1873, and 
France issues down to Oct., 1862.

The great interest Mr. Tapling took in the 
stamps of the latter country is well known, con
sequently the show of French stamps is extreme
ly fine.

(ttero feeavce Zo Cuf*
REFERENCE OF RAILWAY LETTER POST

STAMPS.—By H. L’Estrange Ewen. First
Edition 1898. 33 pp., is.
Railway Letter Stamps seem to have come to 

stay and the latest work or we should say guide 
has just been issued. We hardly think there 
is a collector of British stamps, who has not a 
few in his collection, and to these the present 
guide will be a valuable adjunct, because so 
far very little was known with regard to these 
stamps.

From a perusal of this guide we find that 
44 railway companies in England 
12 „ % „ „ Wales
11 ,, ,, „ Scotland
28 ,, ,, „  Ireland

have issued such stamps, which were mostly 
printed by McCorquodale and Co., Waterlow 
and Sons, Sealy, Bryers, and Walker, and Beni- 
rose. Most of the stamps were lithographed, 
though a few were printed from steel plates. 
24 full size illustrations show the various types 
and the special points of difference between the 
work of the various printing firms.

Prices evidently cannot yet be fixed properly 
as the reader is referred o Mr. Ewen’s “ Weekly 
Circular” where all quotations will appear.

The work is clearly printed on good paper 
and we can recommend the acquisition of it 
to all interested in these stamps. They will 
never equal the popularity of postage stamps, 
yet no specialist of British stamps will have a 
complete collection without including them.

CATALOGUE ILLUSTRE DE TIMBRES-
POSTE.—By Gelli and Tani. 413 pp., price
f 3 - ° °  . .
Tnc second edition of this catalogue is un

doubtedly a great improvement on the first and 
still more so on the one issued by Barbarin, 
of which it is the successor.

Tne alphabetical order has been followed, 
which in our opinion should never be deviated 
from in any catalogue. The surcharges have 
been illustrated in their original sizes, the addi
tion of illustrations showing the serpentine per
forations of Finland is excellent, and done for 
the first time in any catalogue. Most of the 
illustrations are plain and clear, the paper thin 
and good, and the printing carefully done and 
black.

Belgium and France are admirably treated, 
all the various papers and perforations are de
tailed and for these countries alone the cata

logue is worth the money to a specialist. South 
Bulgaria is in a very incomplete state, only [26 
varieties being listed. In Canada the 3d. red 
rouletted is omitted. In Chile the large fiscal 
stamps were permitted to be used for franking 
letters at two different periods and should be 
chronicled as such, the prices for used speci
mens showing a wide margin. Spain is well 
treated, the various papers being listed. Why 
the inverted swan of Western Australians omitted 
we cannot say. The United States of America 
are done extremely well, illustrations of all the 
types being added. In Greece the 10 and 20I. 
of the Early Athens prints without figures on 
the back are omitted, also the unpaids with 
inverted centre. Luxemburg is well treated, 
and nearly complete, so is Modena, the various 
errors of which are fully illustrated. Holland 
also is well up to the mark, and will form an 
admirable guide to any specialist. We have no 
hesitation in recommending the catalogue es
pecially for those, who collect the countries we 
have pointed out as excellent.

STANLEY GIBBONS’ PRICE CATALOGUE,

1899. Part L British Empire, t
Just as we go to press we have received a copy 

of this universally used publication. The get 
up is similar to the last edition but the paper is 
a little thinner hence the volume, though con
taining over 70 pages more than formerly, is 
not so bulky.

There are numerous additional illustrations 
including, of course, new issues, and also, what 
will be appreciated we are sure, all the various 
varieties of British stamps.

The lists are arranged as in the last edition, 
but Bangkok is given a head to itself after Baha
mas. New issues are, of course, included and 
the catalogue is brought up to date.

Now as .to the most important part of the list, 
namely the prices. These have been very much 
reduced in many cases, we should think taking 
everything all round quite an average of 15 
per cent. In many cases, especially West Indies 
which we have looked through, the reductions 
amount to from 5 per cent, to as much as 50 
per cent. Nevis, in particular, has had with 6 
exceptions, every stamp lowered. Other West 
Indian Isles show smaller reductions, and in fact, 
nearly every country is the same. Great Bri
tain with very few exceptions have had the 
prices brought down, and we think rightly. T. he 
id., die ii., watermark small crown, perforated 
16 and 14 are priced 3s., and 2s. 6d. respectively, 
this we think is too much as from our experi
ence we doubt if they are scarcer than die i., 
perforated 16. The 2d., 1840, (no lines) might, 
we think be higher than is., eood copies being 
more difficult to get hold of than formerly.

fStsmley Gibbons’ Ltd., 391, Strand, London, post 
free 2/3, or of the Publishers.
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REVENUE STAMP ALBUM *, by W. Morley
and F. G. C. Lundy. Vol. 1. Antigua to
India.
We have received a copy of this work specially 

got up for fiscal collectors. It is similar jn 
size and get up to the well known Imperial 
Albums, and will make a good continuation of 
them for those who do not confine themselves 
to postage stamps only. The spaces are on 
one side of the page only with the dates, water
marks and perforations at the commencement 
of the set, the opposite page being blank. There 
is no description of the type or design which, 
without a handy catalogue, will be of some hin- 
derance to beginners and even to others who may 
have dabbled in fiscals for some years without 
going very deeply in for them. The volume 
before us contains spaces for the fiscals issued 
by British Colonies, Antigua to India (no native 
states), and without Great Britain and contains 
170 pages of spaces so that there must be a 
good field for the collector.

We do not know how many fiscal collectors 
there are in England, or if they are increasing, 
but the album should help at any rate to make 
the numbers of those who just simply dabbled in 
fiscals collect seriously. In any case the enter- 
prize of the publisher deserves to be successful 
and we look forward to further volumes to com
plete not only Colonial but foreign fiscals, and 
those of Great Britain.
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Sicily, 1859 issue. 2 grane.
Good forgeries of the above have lately been 

seen. The principal point of difference is the 
figure 2, which is too small in the forgeries. 
The lines and letters are too thin and the colour 
too deep.

From the Postwertseichen.

MEMBERSHIP.
Candidates for admission must be over 18 

years of age, and supply at leas: two satisfactory 
references. They will then be proposed for 
election, and if no objection be lodged within 
fourteen days, be duly elected. The entrance 
fee, 2s. 6d. and subscription, 5s., should accom
pany the application, and will be refunded in the 
event of the non-election of the applicant.

The Hon. Sec. hopes to receive a good list of nomin
ation for membership for publication in next report.

NEW ADDRESSES.
Major I. G. Adamson, Cloona Mahon, Collooney.Co. 

Sligo, Ireland.
B. Tomlin, Penrhyn House, Llandaff.

LIBRARY.
The Hon. Librarian acknowledges with thanks 

The Stamp Collectors’ Journal, from Messrs. Nunn, 
Graves, and Co., Ltd. The Annual Report from the 
Birmingham Society. Any Donations to the Library 
gladly received and duly acknowledged.

DECEEMBER, 1898, REPORT. 
Honorary President—

His Honour Judge Philbrick , Q.C.
Honorary Vice-Presidents. 

Vernon Roberts, Manchester.
Rev. W. Bell, Cork.

President—
II. R. Oldfield , London.

NOTICES.
The second Meeting of the season was held at Essex 

Hall, Essex Street, Strand, on Wednesday evening, 
November t6th, when there were present, the President 
Mr. H. R. Oldfield (in the chair), and Messrs. J. E. 
Josclin, Dr. Marx, H. Thompson, W. Hadlow, C. T. 
Reed, and the Hon. Sec. The President displayed his 
unique collection of the Stamps of Bolivia, which to
gether with the valuable information he imparted, re
garding the stamps of this country, afforded much inter-
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est and pleasure to those present. At the next meeting 
on December 14 (which will have been held when this 
is in print), Dr. Marx will read his Paper on Linguistic 
Studies in connection with Stamps, and on Wednesday, 
January 18, Mr. C. Forbes will give a Display and 
Paper on Persia. Members are referred to November 
report ror remainder of programme. Those members 
who have not yet paid their subscriptions are requested 
to do so without further delay, and so avoid their names 
appearing in the list of those dropped for non-payment 
of dues which will have to appear in next month’s re
port. The annual list of members, etc., is in the press, 
and will be in the hands of all members before the close 
of the year. The subjoined announcement of the death 
of an esteemed member of the Society of some years 
standing is made with much regret.

TIIOS. H. HINTON,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer, 

5, Paul tons Square, Int. Phil. Union.
Chelsea, London, S.W.
December 10th, 1898.

DEATH.
SWAINSON.—On November 7th, at 1, All Sainls- 

villas, Cheltenham, Captain Arthur Lake Swainsun, 
Royal Engineers, in his 35th year, ■

BRITISH EMPIRE.
Great Britain. The 2j£d. has appeared ’with the 

Jubilee line round the pane.
Messrs. Buhl have found the id. ‘ GOVT.’ — 

‘ PARCELS ’ with the surcharge inverted.
Bahamas. The latest printing of the 1/- is in aiblue- 

green shade.
British South Africa. The Monthly Journal notes 

two more values of the new issue small sired 
stamps somewhat similar to the first issue but 
with figure of value in upper corners. Wove 
paper, perforated 14} .̂

6d. lilac.
,/- ochre.

Canada. The Postmaster-General has designed a 
stamp for the Imperial Fenny Postage, which 
comes into force on Christmas Day', It is of the 
oblong Jubilee shape and has a Map of the 
World with the British Empire coloured red. 
We look foiward and wonder how the stamp 
will look.

Ceylon. A fresh value is announce by the Timbte 
Paste. Large square size, watermarked Crown 
C.C., perforated 14.

or. 50c. violet on red.
India. Cochin. The / ’, /  oj India illustrates the new 

set for this Male. The designs vary but have 
the figure of value in the centre surrounded by a 
circle or oval with inscriptions. There is also a 
Post Card with a similar stamp in right upper 
corner and ornamental heading with native in

. scription. The stamps are printed on very in

ferior thin white wove paper with a watermark 
of some kind and are perforated 12 and gummed. 
The card is on thickish cream wove paper. Mr. 
W. T. Wilson also sends us a copy of the 3 pies, 

puttan green. *-
1 ,, pink.
2 ,, purple.
1  pies blue.

P.C. 2 pies black on cream.
Deccan. The M.J. notes a copy of the 

in colour of the 2a., but whether this is an error 
or a fancy impression is not decided.

Jhind. The ir. has appeared surcharged 
‘ SERVICE.’

ir. black on carmine and green.
New South Wales. It is said that the 2j£d. has 

been printed in blue to comply w th the Postal 
Union decision.

aj£d. blue.
Queensland. It is also said that the 2j£d. has ap

peared with head on white ground with figures 
of value on all four corners. This will only l>e 
in use a short time, as it is intended to print the 
stamp in carmine on blue paper as soon as a 
supply of paper is received

2)d. carmine, figures in four corners.
Sierra Leone. The I.B.f. notes the following :—

E . 2td ultramarine on white laid, size 133 x 106 mm
W. £d. green on straw, size 125 x 298 mm.

Straits. Of the type of the 50c. there has been issued 
with usual watermark and perforation.

5$. yellow and carmine.
Selangor. Stamps of the value of 8c. and 

50c. of the current type and colours has been 
c rdilation some time.

OTHER COUNTRIES.
Afghanistan. The M.J. chronicles what appears to 

be a Registration Stamp of the 1893 issue. It 
has solid ground like Type 18 of Catalogue, but 
inscriptions like type 21.

Registration 2ab. black on magenta.
Belgium. We hear that the 50c. grey is only on sale 

at one or two offices. It was not intended to be 
sold at all until the stock of the old colour had 
been used up. The T.P. informs us that the 
colour has already been changed to black. The 
The shade of the 2c. has also been changed from 
chocolate-brown

a c .)eddish-brown.
50c. black.

Brazil We have received a copy of the ioor. Journal 
Stamp of the issue of May, 1889, surcharged 
diagonally in three lines ‘ 200 ’—‘ 1898’—‘ 200 ’ 
so as to cover the orginal figures of value.

Journal aoo in black on roor. lilac.
China. The remainder of the values have been issued 

printed by Messrs. Waterlow. The stamps are 
perforated in the usual way, measuring anything 
and everything.

4c brown.
20c. lake-red.
30c. rose.
50c. green. . .

Ecuador. By a slip we chronicled two Envelopes of 
2 and 3c. last month. They should be Wrap
pers. .

The limit of weight of the Pneumatic Post 
having been increased (from last July 1st) the 
notice printed on the back of the Letter Cards 
has been blocked out by black lines

Pn. L.C. 50c. black on blue.
Germany. South West A/i ica. The current stamp; 

and Post Cards now have the surcharge reading 
‘ Deutsch — Sudwestafrica ’ .in two words in
stead of in three words ‘ Deutsch—Sudwest— 
Afrika.”
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Guatemala. The following Fiscal has been surcharged 
‘ CORREOS ‘ NACIONALES.’

ic. deep blue, carmine surch.
' The 2c. on ic. blue mentioned last month has 

the surcharge in carmine, and the stamp is large 
square in shape. The 2c. on ic. lilac has the 
surchage in black, and the shape is upright 
narrow rectangular.

The 5c. Envelopes have also been surcharged 
with a large figure of value over the posthorn in 
the centre of the stamp, a star on either side over 
the old figure of value and the word 
‘CENTAVOS ‘ in a curve over the old value at 
bottom.

E. 2c. in black on sc. blue.
6c. ■. SC- , .

Honduras. Another value of the locomotive set exists 
in addition to those already mentioned.

arc, orange.
Italy. The il. Postage Due Stamp has appeared with 

the figure of value in carmine.
Mexico. MekeersWeek.y adds to the set on unwater

marked paper the 
15c, blue-green.

Peru. Messrs. Williams and Co. send us an Envelope 
franked with the 5c- Postage Due surcharged 
‘ DEFICIT,’ thus doing duty as a postage stamp. 
They inform us it was allowed to be used for a 
few days owing to the supply of the regular 5c. 
running short.

Portugal. Macao. The M f.  notes a copy of the 1 
avo on 5r. of 1894, with the surcharge inverted.

Russia. The /. chronicles a letter sheet composed 
of two sheets measurihg 213 x 300 mm. Three 
sides are blank for the letter and the fourth is re
served for the address. This side has impressed 
upper right corner a stamp of 7k. current type, 
and at left upper corner a pelican and young. In
scriptions in Russian altove ‘ This letter sheet is 
sold everywhere for 5 kop.’-*closed letter’- 1 with 
advertisements,’ at the bottom in red also in 
Russian is ‘ The net receipts are for the profit 
of the Foundling Hospitals established by the 
Empress Marie.’ The pelican and young are the 
arms of the Hospitals, which were founded by 
the wife of Paul 1st.

L.S. 7k. blue.
Salvador. Messrs. Bogert have the following stamps 

of the 1897 issue surcharged ‘ FRANQUEO ’— 
‘ OFICIAL ’ in a small oval.

On Exhibition Stamps a
Off. tc» rose, blue, gold, and green, surch. in black.

S C .  i t  ( * f  a 1 1  i l  i» »*
On Registration Stamps.
10c dark blue, red surch.
toe. carmine-brown, black surch.
On Registration Return Receipt Stamp.
5c. green, black surch.

Servia. The I.B.J. has received a double card with 
the halves separated by perforation. One half 
has a stamp of top. only.P.c. to +  top. carmine on buff, size 164 x 124 mm.

Spain. Fernando Po. We have received copies of 
the large Timbre Movil fiscal stamp surcharged 
vertically reading upwards ‘ HABILITADO ’— 
• PARA ‘ CORREO 15c. ‘ DE PESO.’
The surcharge is in blue.

Also a similar surcharge but reading 1 HAEI. 
LIT ADO , etc., in black.

15c. in black on ioc. green, Fiscal, * H A BILITA D O .’
15c in black on ioc. ,, „  ‘ H A EILITA D O .

Porto Rico. The stamp mentioned last month 
surcharged diagonally 2m. rose, 1870, should 
be 1890. The American papers throw great 
doubt on these diagonal surcharges, saying they 
have been prepared by a speculator. They point

o u t that in  th e  sta m p s th at w e re  a d v e rtise d  to  
b e  so ld  b y  a u ctio n  n o  co p ies  o f  th e 18 9 0  issue 
w e re  in c lu d ed .

W e  see  w e  h a v e  not m en tio n ed  th e fo llo w in g  
w ith  th e ‘ I M P U E S T O ’— ‘ D E  G U E R R A ’ 
su rch arg e .

5c. in carmine on tin. blue.
T h e  T.P* illu s tra te s  a n o th e r , an d  w e  hope 

fin a l s u rc h a rg e  ‘  I I A B I L I T A D O  * —  * 7 ’  —
‘ O C T B U R E  ’ — * 18 9 8 . ’  T h is  b e in g  th e  last 
d a y  o f  S p a n is h  G o v e rn m e n t . T h e  fo llo w in g  is 
th e  list a n d  th e  n u m b er su rch a rg e d .

Jm. violet, carmine surch. f ‘ M>), 10,000.
im brown. „  ,, ,, 5,000.
2m. green, ,, 5,000.
4m. blue-g<cen, black surch ,, 2,000,
SC. green, „  „  1,500.
8c brown, carmine surch. (*891), 1.000.
10c. rose, black surcb- ,, 1,0>0.
20c violet, cat mine surch. ,, 700.
40c. salmon, black surch. (1896), 100.
Hoc black, carmine surch. ,, 150.

United States. T h e  P ost C a r d  m en tio n ed  la st m onth 
la d ie s ’ size , m easu res  1 2 5  x  7 5  m m  , an d  h as a  
co m p an io n  o f  th e sam e size.

P.C 2c. blue on buff
Uruguay. T h e  ic .  b istre  h a s  been  seen  w ith  th e su r

c h a rg e  in v erted .
T h e  I c .  a n d  5c . C o m m e m o ra tiv e  s ta m p s o f  

18 9 6  h a v e  re ce iv e d  th e sam e su rc h a rg e , anti a lso  
tw o  o f  the cu rren t v a lu e s . T h e  P e rm a n e n t J4c. 
h as  been  issued  w ith  fg u r e  o f  v a lu e  (5  m ils) in 
cen tre  o f  a  h o rse sh o e .

Ic. in red on ic black and lilac.
1c. ,, 5c blue.
i c  in black on ?c. blue.
ic . in red on 7c. green.
5m carmine pink.

E R R O R S  A N D  M I N O R  V A R I E T I E S .  
Gibraltar. Morocco. A c c o rd in g  to  th e AI.J . , th ere  

h as  been a  fresh  s u p p ly  o f th e G ib ra lta r  stam p s 
su rc h a rg e d , a n d  th e  b ro k en  * A  ’ h as  been  re 
p la c e d , an d  n o  lo n g e r  o ccu rs .

C h in a .  W e  h a v e  a  sh eet o f  the W aterlo o  p r in te d  i c .  
w ith  th e h orizon tal ro w  o f  p erfo ratio n s m issin g 
b e tw e e n  ro w s o n e an d  tw o  o f  th e s ta m p s th us 
fo rm in g  v e it ic a l p a irs  im p erf. b etw een .

Hawaii. T h e  A ./ .  P. n o tes  a  v e rt ic a l p a ir  o f  th e 5c .
u ltra m a rin e , 18 8 2  issu e , im p erf. h o riz o n ta lly . 

Salvador. T h e  A .f.P .  n o tes th at a ll th e 18 9 7  issue 
co m e on u n w a ttrm a rk e d  p a p e r , and th e  1 ,  2 , 10 ,  
1 2 ,  an d  3 0 c  on p a p e r  w a te rm a rk e d  w ith  cap  o f  
lib erty .

T h e  18 9 7  3 c  P o st C a rd  is  a lso  n o ted  as  e x is t
in g  w ith  d o u b le  im p ressio n  on th e re ve rse .

Ruction (Jteporfg.
T h e  fo llo w in g  h a v e  h eld  sa les  s in ce  la st re p o rt : —
M e ssrs . Puttick an d  Simpson, N o v . 1 s t  2 n d , and

3rd. ,
M r. H adlow, 13 7 t h  s a le , N o v . 14 th .
Messrs. Puttick and S impson, Nov. 15th and 16th.
Central Philatelic Club, 1s t  sa le , N o v . 2 1s t .
Messrs. Buhl &  C o . ,  59 th  sale, N o v . 2 2 n d  an d  2 3 rd .
Messrs. Ventom, Bull and Cooper, 118th sale, 

Nov. 24th and 25th.
M essrs. Chevkley an d  C o . ,  1 3 7 t h  s a le , N o v . 26th .
M r .  Hadlow, 13 8 th  sa te , N o v . 2 8 th .
Messrs. P u T T iC K ra n d  Simpson, Nov. 29th and 30th.
„  Ostara and Darlow, 3rd sale, Nov. 30th 

(Manchester).
M essrs. Ventom, Bull a n d  Cooper, 1 1 9 t h  s a le , 

D ec . 8 th  and 9 th .
M essrs. I’lumkidoe, 9th an d  10th sa le s , D e c . 8th 

and 9th (Birmingham).
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(pijtfafefg on f0e Continent*
Deutsche Briefmarken Zeitung—Leipzig,

DENMARK.
From a very7 good article on the dates of issues 

and the shades- of the early issues of Denmark 
by Justice Lindenberg, we cull the following 
interesting particulars:

Regarding the colour nearly every handbook 
differs in naming the shade of 4 Rigsbank skil
ling of the I. issue, mostly only two shades are 
given, chocolate brown and yellow brown. Ruse 
mentions eight shades in his work : dark brown, 
brown, reddish brown, chocolate brown, light 
chocolate brown, yellow brown, light grey 

. brown, and chestnut brown. Moens says: 
brun, brun fonc£, bvun-rouge, and bistre. Col
lin and Caiman give deep brown and yellow 
brown.

The chocolate brown is the older issue of the 
two, the, light brown shade in the 4 R.B. sk. 
only coming into use in 1854. About 600 stamps 
on entires were gone through and from these 
it was proved conclusively that the chocolate 
brown shade was in use even at the beginning 
of 1855, whereas no light brown stamps could 
be found with earlier obliterations than April, 
1854. Of course it is not absolutely certain that 
stamps of the darker shade were obtainable at 
the post offices in the beginning of 1855, as a 
small discount was allowed whefl 100 stamps or 
more were bought at one time. The chestnut 
shade is the rarest of all seems to have been used 
only in October and November, 1854. All the 
Danish stamps of this period seem to have been 
printed in small numbers, as otherwise the mul
titude of shades is hardly explicable.

If the 4 R.B. sk. light brown was issued only 
in 1854 it is quite impossible for the 4s. of the 
next issue with dotted ground to have been 
issued already in November, 1853, which is the 
date according to Ruse, Moens, etc. Rosen- 
kranz says this stamp was issued in November, 
1854 ,and this date would seem right. The ear
liest obliteration found by the writer was 13 
December, 1854, Altona, while the earliest 
Copenhagen postmark was 14 April, 1855.

Concerning the shades of this value the earli

est seems to have been light chestnut brown, 
after a few months in 1855, according to an offi
cial notice dated 2t February, 1855, * l II.̂ e colour 
was changed to light yellow brown. Early 
1856 a darker tone appeared which was again 
altered to the lighter shade end of the same 
vear. In 1857 and 1858 the tone is deeper and 
fuller and more orange.

The earliest postmarks on the 4s. on wavy 
ground are 25 April, 1858, and 17 May, 1858, 
so that the usually given date of issue 1858 seems 
correct .

The writer thinks, however, that the stamps 
have been printed indiscriminately from both 
plates, the one with dotted as well as the one 
with wavy background, until the first were worn 
to such a degree, that good specimens could 
no longer be obtained. ,

SOUTH BULGARIA.
A further interesting paper by Ruhland deals 

with the various lion surcharges on the South 
Bulgarian stamps and is in consequence of the 
large quantities of these stamps which have been 
offered lately.

The writer obtained in 1885 direct from the 
post office at Philippopel a .number of speci
mens and on comparing these with the stamps 
offered at present came to the conclusion that 
they were forgeries, but so well executed, that 
only the greatest attention to every detail in 
the surcharge would prevent losses.

For the guidance of cur readers we will give 
the principal points of the genuine surcharges.

I. type (small lion). The crown does not touch 
the head, so that the three gems in the lower 
rim are distinctly visible. The first paw has 
three claws pointing towards the head. The 
second paw has four claws, the last of which 
points downwards. The third paw has also 
four claws, the fourth claw being quite small. 
The fourth paw has also four claws, the fourth 
being still further back than in the third paw7. 
The tail consists of too curved lines and ends 
in a thick tuft of hair. The lion is not straight.

II. Type (large lion). The crown touches the 
head, consequently the lower rim is not visible. 
All the paws have only three claws. In the 
first paw the third claw is more distanced than 
the others and points downwards. The second
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paw is similar. In the third paw the second and 
third claw point downwards. In the fourth paw 
the third claw is shorter than the others. The 
tail is more curved, the end longer and thicker. 
The lion is nearly upright.

III. Type. The first letter of the inscription 
has a round O and is a little higher than the 
last (A). Crown and head are smaller than in 
type I. and II., the crown looks much narrower. 
The claws of the first paw are deeply cut. The 
third claw of the second paw is quite distant 
from the others. The fourth paw has only two 
claws. The tail is much smaller and consist of 
a single curved line.

IV. Type. The first letter of the inscription 
is oval, and all the letters are a little larger. 
The crown is also larger. The claws of the 
first paw are wide apart, the third claw of the 
second paw is shorter, the fourth paw has again 
three claws. The tail is further away and has 
a good tuft.

All the four types have been imitated, and 
the forger has worked so well that most of the 
little peculiarities can be found.

The best means to find out whether the stamps 
are forgeries are the measurements.

I. Type. Length from the cross of the crown 
to the last claw of the fourth paw original 141/ 2 
mm., forged, 15 mm.

II. Type. The genuine lion is 16 mm high, 
the forgery 15 mm.

III. Type. The genuine surcharge has a 
thicker line than the forgery. The genuine lion 
is 10 mm. broad, whereas the forgery is only 
9 mm.

IV. Type. The width of the whole surcharge 
is 16 mm. in the genuine, 15 mm. in the forgery.

The genuine surcharge is always deep black 
are brilliant, the forged surcharge often grey
ish and dull. For the blue surcharge the same 
colour has been used, though more oil seems to 
have been used in the manufacture of the colour 
as the paper is often stained.

The genuine surcharges are put on anyhow, 
sometimes on the slant, sometimes even .in
verted. The forged surcharges are all straight 
and even.

Le Courier des Timbres-Paste.—St. Etienne.
HAYTI.

From a letter by one of the subscribers of the 
above journal we take the following list of errors 
of Hayti, issue, 1896-7.

“I have found two stamps of 1 cent, used, of 
which one is rouletted en scie on the left, and the 
other on the right, the 2 cent, used, rouletted 
en scie on the right, the 7 cent., unused rouletted 
en scie on the right, pin perforated on the left.”

“Besides I have noticed the following stamps 
imperforate either horizontally or vertically: — 
1 cent., used, imperf. vertically.
1 cent., unused, imperf. horizontally.
7 cents., unused, imperf. horizonally.
7 cents., ur.used, imperf. vertically.

7 cents., unused, twice perforated once in the 
middle.

3 cents., unused, imperf. vertically.
3 cents., unused imperf. vertically and pin perf. 

horizontally.
“In the printing I have found so far the follow

ing errors:
“In the 20 cents., the U of Republique has one 

unstroke much longer than the other, this ap
plies also to the same stamp surcharged 2 cents, 
in red, of which stamp only about 400 have 
been issued. The T of Hayti on the 1 cent, 
looks like a cross, the down stroke being pro
longed so as to cross the top stroke.”

“The watermark R.H. of the 1898 issue I 
have found inverted.”

(p^tfafefg tn f6e ^fafec.
The Metropolitan Phil delist—New York 

There is hardly a war, that does not add to 
the number of stamps to be collected. In some 
instances stamps of new designs arc created in 
other instances the existing stamps are simply 
surcharged. The latter case has happened in 

' Cuba and Puerto Rico, and we recommend a 
study of the following interesting paper by J. 
M. Andreini to all collectors especially to those 
making the study of Spain and Colonies their 
favourite task.

War stamps have always had a great fascina
tion for the philatelic student and will as a rule 
command in time good prices on account of the 
limited period they could be used.

EMERGENCY ISSUES OF CUBA AND 
PUERTO RICO.

A non-philatelic friend in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, has just sent me a lot of provisional stamps 
which I have great pleasure in showing to you 
to-night as a souvenir of the outgoing regime.

I have not been able to find all the stamps 
duly chronicled in the philatelic journals, nor 
can I assure you as to their comprising the full 
list of stamps surcharged in San Juan during 
the recent unpleasantness. I may be able to 
obtain full particulars later on.

There are two kinds of surcharges. The 
Habilitados are regular postage stamps of obso
lete issues made good for the years 1898 and ’99, 
and consist of the following varieties: 

“Habilitado 
“para

“1898 y 99.”
1 mil., lilac-brown, of 1896.
2 ,, yellow-green ,,
4 „ blue-green, „
ic., claret „
2c., red-brown, ,,
3c,, ultramarine, ,,
3c., claret-brown, <897.
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4c., brown 1896.
5c., light blue, ,,
6c., lilac, ,,
8c., rose, ,,

20c., olive-gray, ,,
40c., salmon, ,,
80c., black, 1897,

Habilitado
para

1898 y 90.
The first line of the surcharge measures 15 

by 2% mm. ; the second, which is in small capi
tals, 5% by 1% ; the third line measures i6}4
hy . . . .

The overprintings are all in aniline ink ; pur
ple on the 8c. rose, and red on all other values.

The source of supply having been cut off by 
the blockade and the current series being partly 
or wholly exhausted, it was necessary to use the 
stock of old postage stamps on hand. I there
fore see no reason why these provisional stamps 
should not be classed as an emergency issue 
and duly catalogued as such.

Unlike the Puerto Rico stamps, which are all 
surcharged, 1 show to you here a few unsur
charged provisionals of CuDa used in 1894. 
The use of these stamps, which were then obso
lete, was authorized by a local law dated Habana 
May 22, 1894, which appeared in the “Gazeta de 
la Habana’’ of the 23rd, a copy of which you 
now have before you. The enactment reads 
in the Spanish text as follows:

“Intendencia general de Hacienda, 
“Subintendencia,

“Negociado de Timbre y Loteria,
“Timbre.

“Autorizado por el Exmo. Sr. Ministro de 
Ultramar el uso en esta isla de los sellos de 
correos de cinco y dos y medio centavos de 
anos anteriores interin se reciben de la Fa- 
brica Nacional los que se tienen solicitados 
para el bienio actual, con esta fecho se entre- 
gan al Banco Espanol, para su expendio, los 
de dos y medio centavos, color rosado, del busto 
de S. M. el Rey Don Alfonso XIII., del bienio 
proximo pasado y los de cinco centavos, color 
azul claro, de anos anteriores.

“El Exmo. Sr. Intendente General de Ha
cienda en uso de la autorizacion concedida, 
sados sellos hasta tanto se reciban los solici- 
ha dispuesto queden en circulacion los expre- 
tados y que se publique por este medio para 
general conocimiento.

“Habana, 22 de Mayo de 1894.
“El Subintendente, 

“Vicente Torres.” 
Which can be translated thus:

“Having been authorised by the Secretary 
for the Colonies to use in this island postage 
stamps of and 5 centavos of previous issues 
until the stamps ordered for the current year 
are received from the National Factory, the 
following stamps are delivered to the Spanish 
Bank for distribution:

“2 ^ c ., rose, with the bust of King Alfonso 
XIII.

“5c., light blue, of previous years.
“His Excellency the Treasurer-General in 

virtue of the foregoing authority hereby directs 
that said stamps remain in circulation until the 
new requisition of stamps is received and that 
the fact be published by this means so that it 
may be generally known.

“Habana, May 22, 1894.
“The Sub-Treasurer,

“Vicente Torres.”
These stamps form a series of provisionals 

which are the more interesting because being 
unsurcharged they cannot possibly be catalogued 
in the present style of catalogues.

I have only seen the following varieties: 
2}4c., brown, of 1882.
2j^c., emerald-green, of 1890.
2j4c., salmon, of 1891.

/',c., blue, of t88o.
5c., blue, of 1881.
5c., blue, of 1882.

They can only be distinguished by their post
marks and it is to be observed that the 2j4c., 
rose, mentioned in the law, must allude to the 
2j4c., salmon, so-called in our catalogues, and 
issued in 1891, because there had never existed 
a 2j^c., rose, previous to 1894. Another notice
able feature of these provisionals is that they 
are found used on letters as early as March 14, 
thus antedating the decree authorising their use.

The other surcharged Puerto Rico stamps are 
of a more complex nature and we must classify 
them under two heads:
(a) . Postage stamps •surcharged “War Tax

Stamps,’ without change in value.
(b) Postage stamps surcharged “War Tax

Stamps,” with a change in value.
(a) 1MPUESTO 

DE GUERRA.
First line measures 12^4 by 3mm.
Second line measures i 6 J4  by 3mm.

2c*, dark violet, of 1890.
2C., red-brown, of 1896.
5c., yellow-green, of 1891..

(b) . 1 MPUESTO
DF. GUERRA.

2 ctvs.
First and second lines measure as above.
Third line, 10mm., the figure 2 is 2%mm.  

high and ctvs. measures 6mm.
2 mil., flesh, of 1894.

IMPUESTO 
DE GUERRA.

5 ctvs.
Measurements exactly as above.

1 mil., dark violet, of 1891. 
imil., blue, of 1894.

Surcharged in aniline purple except the two 
values changed to 5 ctvs., which are in aniline 
red.

Of course the only war tax stamps that can 
be considered at this juncture are those that have 
been used as an additional postage rate on let
ters and other mail matter. _

Unused war tax stamps in a philatelic collec
tion are but interesting curiosities.
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I am unable to say just at present for what 
purpose the reported 3c. and 4c. values were 
surcharged, if it is true that they exist, but 
those surcharged with a change in value to 2c. 
and 5c. as well as those which retained their 
original values of 2c. and, 5c. were mainly used 
on letters and mail mn.ter of all kinds, the tax 
being, as I am informed, two cents on foreign 
parcels and five cents on island parcels, it being 
necessary to mention in connection with these 
rates that the current provincial money h  worth 
about 50 per cent, of our money.

It is my humble opinion that stamps sur
charged “War Tax” placed on letters that can
not be forwarded without them, after they are 
cancelled on such postal service, do become 
worthy of being collected as postage stamps. 
I base that opinion principally on the law of 
1874, of which I have translated the following 
salient paragraphs:

“All letters and parcels are subject to this
extra and temporary charge........................The
stamp of 5c. (ic) must be placed on the ad
dress side of such letter or parcel by the sender, 
besides the postage to be placed on same ac
cording to weight.—. . . . This new but 
temporary additional charge on mail matter will 
be imposed on and after January 1, 1874, and 
all postmasters must therefore detain each and 
every parcel or letter on which no special war 
tax stamp appears, notifying the addressee of 
such detention in the manner in which the 
detention of unstamped letters is at present noti
fied .

“Madrid, December 15, 1873.
“Antonio del Val,

“Postmaster-General.”
I desire to call the attention of the mem

bers present to these facts and to elicit their 
opinions thereon, ’because if it is true, as I 
have seen it somewhere formally stated, that 
our cataloguers are ready to follow the wishes 
of collectors about the insertion or rejection of 
special items in the catalogue, we may perhaps 
obtain a favourable hearing from our 23rd street 
friends if we formulate our wishes respectfully 
and reasonably. Of course no law of this State 
is violated by collecting these stamps, whether 
they are catalogued or not. It is well to state 
right here in this connection, so as to avoid pos
sible misunderstanding, that I have no stamps 
for sale. My sole interest in them is the inter
est of an earnest philatelic enquirer.

The cataloguers, I think, very plainly say that 
these war tax stamps are simply revenue stamps 
and cannot become postage stamps or be incor
porated in a postage stamp catalogue, though 
they generously concede that such stamps are 
required to have a letter forwarded to destina
tion. I believe, if I am not much mistaken, 
that there are in the present postage stamp cata
logue a few stamps catalogued as revenue stamps 
used for postage. Are not these Puerto Rico 
stamps legally and legitimately used in the 
same way? The extra 2c. or 5c. stamp is re
quired as an additional postage charge to be

paid by a specific stamp, and as evidence to this 
effect I show you here the last issue of Spain 
which is labelled no longer “War Tax” but 
“Recargo,” meaning additional charge.

(P#tfafefg of$er Countries*
Safctffcafton of ffle C0iftan (postage

©ue *T Stamps* 1894.
By Gust Wiedmann.

Marks of Difference of Original (O) from 
Counterfeit (F).

General Remarks:
1) Paper. In both the same. It has been used 

in originals as well as counterfeits, yellow 
paper of different shades.

2) Gumming. Difficult to make any remarks, 
whereas counterfeits always have been sold 
adhering to pieces of envelopes.

3) Postal Obliteration.
a) Originals have been in use only from 

October 12th until December 31st, 1894.
b) Whereas all the forgeries, which I was 

fortunate enough to see, bear only two dates 
of obliteration, but in the most of cases the 
date is only partly visible. But just these 
two dates are the very proof of the forgery ; 
the one is 22 V. 94, the other ... VII 94, 
but, as mentioned under section a, both 
dates are impossible.

4) Perforation.
O. very nearly all 18 x 15.
F, 18J4 —19 x 15^2—16.

5) O. Maltese Cross between Valparaiso and 
Multada.
F. Rosette.

Special Differences.
Stamps of 2 C. .

O. The length of the horizontal line of the 
number 2 is 4,9 mm.
F. only 3,9 mm.
O. The height of c is 2,5 mm.
F. 3,0 mm.
O. The prolongation of the horizontal line of 

the number 2 cuts the M.
F. does not cut it.
O. The prolongation of the inclined line of 

the 2 passes between the letters A and I of Val
paraiso.

F. between R and A.
O. The vertical line which passes just before 

the 2 passes between P and A of Valparaiso.
F. between L and P.

Stamps of 4c.
O. The prolongation of the inclined line of 

the 4;cuts R and coincides with the last line of M.
F. does not cut the R and coincides with the 

first line of the U.
O. '1 he R is incomplete and appears as a P. 
F. R complete.
O. The straight line which passes through R 

cuts L.
F. cuts the T.
O. The horizontal line of the 4 measures 4,9 

mm.
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F. measures 3,9 mm.
0 . the oval circumference measures 22% x 

18 mm.
F. 23 x 19 mm.

Stamps of 6c.
0 . The 6 is imperfect.
F. 6 perfect.
O. The line under c nearly wanting.
F. clearly visible.
O. The oval circumference is near the left 

cross slightly impressed.
F. Perfect.

Stamps of 8c.
O. The prolonged straight line of R passes 

through L.
F. Passes between L and T.
O. The prolonged straight line of V passes 

through D.
F. Passes through A.
O. Sc. weakly impressed.
F. rather strongly.

Stamps of 10c.
O. The base of the 1 measures 2 mm.
F. 1 mm.
O. The O is below a little wider.
F. Wider in the upper part.

Stamp of 16c.
O. The number 6 is 7,9 mm. long and 4,1 

mm. wide.
F. 7,5 mm. long, 3,1 mm. wide.
O. Length of c 3,9 mm.
F. 3,1 mm.
O. The prolonged straight line of R passes 

between L and T.
F. Through T.

Stamp of 20c.
O. In this stamp as well as the 30c stamp, the 

fore leg of the letter U is shorter than the hind 
one. .

F. In the letter U both shanks alike.
Stamp of 30c.

O. The character 3 has 3 mm. on the top.
F. Has the same, 2,6 mm.
O. The inclined line of the 3 mea-ures 3,9 

mm.
F. measures here only 3,0 mm.
O. The straight line of the P is incomplete. 
F. Here complete.

Stamp of 40c.
O,. The oval circumference shows at the

upper left and to the right in the middle, in
dentures.

F. Oval perfect. ,
O. The horizontal line of the character 4 is 

3.2 mm.
F. 4,1 mm.
O. The nought has a width of 3,8 mm.
F. 4,1 mm.
O. The number 40 weakly impressed, c nearly 

invisible.
F. here strongly pronounced, c well printed.
From Los Anales de la Sociedad de Santiago.

URUGUAY 1895 ISSUE.
The 25c. red-brown and black of this issue 

has been found with centre inverted. One or 
more sheets must have been sold early in May, 
as all the specimens found so far are obliterated 
2, 4, 6, and 7 Mai.

From the Re vista de la Soe. Fil. Argentina.

Madrid Filalelico—Madrid.
According to the above journal the following 

quantities of stamps were printed for the last issue 
of Cuba, Porto-Rico, and the Philippines :

I Mil&ima
Cuba. Forto-Rico Philippines

i.ooo.ono 800.000 900.000
2 ,, 800.000 600 000 700 000
3 i) 500 000 400.000 400,000
4 » 50.000 30.000 50.000
5 it 1.400.000 400.000 600.000
1 Centavo r.000.000 300.000 500.000
2 ,, 800.000 400.000 500.000
3 >> 7.000.000 3.000.000 4.000.000
4 20.000 20.000 20.000
5 >> 300.000 200.000 200.000
6 >> 1.000 000 400.000 100.000
8 ,, 150.000 100.000 500.000

10 „ 200 000 100.000 100.000
tS .. 150.000 lo o  OOO IOO.QQO
20 ,, 200.000 100.000 100.000
4° >< 80.000 40.000 60,000
60 ,, 60 000 30.000 50.000
80 ,, 40.000 20.000 40.000

1 Peso 20.000 r 0.000 JO. OOO
2 .. 10.000 5.000 80.OOO

The fund started by this paper to help the 
State to obtain a new navy seems to be in a very 
bad way. Up to the last list we saw only 830 
pesetas had been subscribed.

J
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P ER IO D IC A L S A LES  B Y A U C TIO N  O F

HELD B Y

St.

Messrs. VENTOM, BULL & COOPER,
(Who originated them in this Country) at the

M artin 's Town H all, Charing Cross, S. W.
M essrs. V E N T O  \ f, B U L L  & C O O P E R  b e g  to  announce th a t th e ir  D ates of S a les fo r th e  

en su in g season w ill  b e  as under :

1898 .— J an u ary  27 th  and  28t h ;  F e b r u a r y  10th  and 11th , 24th  and 25 t h ;  M arch  10th  and 
l l i h ,  24 th  an d  25t h ;  A p r il  14th  and 15th , 28 th and 29th  ; M ay  P ith  and 13th, 
26th  and 27 th  ; Ju n e 16th  and  17th.

J A N U A R Y  27th and 28th.— A  fine selection, including the following rarities:—
D e n m a r k , 2 rbs. unused, and a fine lot o f later issues. B r e m e n , 7 grote imperf. used. S w e d e n * 

17 oye, grey, unused. G ib r a l t a r , complete. G r e a t  B r it ia n , 2/- red brown, unused. C e y l o n * 
pence issues. C a p e , woodblock 4d., dark blue, a very fine collection o f Transvaal. V a n c o u v e r , 
10 c. imperf., unused. B r a z il , 180, 300 and 600 reis. B a h a m a s , id. imperf., used. D o m in ic a , 
1 /- CA ., used. S t . L u c ia , i/- red brown (2). S t . V in c e n t , id . gray wmk., star unused. Q u e e n s
l a n d , 5/- fawn and unused pair, 2d, imperf. on original, 6d. imperf., a pair o f rare fiscal postals. 
V ic t o r ia , 2d., fine background. U .S. Periodicals, set complete and a useful lot o f early issues 
and others too numerous to mention.

F E B R U A R Y  10th and n th .— A  very fine selection, including the following rarities:—
G r e a t  B r it a in , 6d., iod. and 1/-octagonal in mint state. S p a in , 1851, 2 rls.; 1854, 1 rl. light 

blue; I2_cts., with inverted frame. Mo l d a v ia , 81 paras, the greatest European rarity. S a x o n y , 
3pf., red. * Ba s l e , unused. CEYLON, 4d. rose, imperf., very fine, and 8d. yellow, unused. N o v a  
S c o t ia ,\ij- N e w  B r u n s w ic k , i /- N a p l e s , Arm s and Cross. N e w f o u n d l a n d , 4d. carmine, 
on entire, superb. N a t a l , wmk. Star, 3d. imperf. and unused, with full gum. S ie r r a  L e o n e , C 
and C A , 4d. blue, unused. N e v is , lithographed, 6d., 1 /- light, and 1 /- dark green, all used. 
B r it is h  G u ia n a , 1851, 4 c. on entire, superb. A n t io q u ia , first issue, complete. P e r u , medio 
peso, rose, a fine collection of British East Africa. N e w  Ze a l a n d , no. wmk. 2d. blue, unused, 
great rarety, V a n c o u v e r , 2$d. pink, imperf. N ova  S c o t ia , i /-, and the B a s l e  used and 
unused, and m any other rareties.

These Sales are attended by all the principal known Collectors and Dealers, and afford the best means of dis
posing of collections and rarities, the prices obtained being most satisfactory to owners. It is advisable that 
owners desirous of obtaining special davs of sale should communicate as early as possible, as the dates are being 
rapidly filled up.

Owing to the large number of applications that the Auctioneers receive from America and the Continent for 
their Catalogue, they are issued, when practicable, one month before the date of sale. In order to facilitate 
this arrangement, owners intending to include Stamps should forward them at the earliest possible moment. 
The greatest care is requisite in the preparation of these Catalogues, so that a correct and comprehensive des
cription of the Stamps may be given.

— Valuation! Made if Requived, -

A D V A N C E S  M A D E  ONJ C O L L E C T IO N S  P E N D IN G  R E A L IZ A T IO N  IF  D E S IR E D .

Catalogues of all Sales, and Terms can be had on application to

Messrs. Yentom , B u ll &  Cooper,
(Philatelic Department), 35, Old Jewry, London, E.C

Telegraphic Address : “ V e n t o m ,” London. Telephone Number, 5076 Bank.
ESTABLISH ED 1761.

“  The enclosed Plates illustrates some of the best Stamps of above Sale.”
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THE PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF CHEAT BRITAIN
TOGETHER WITH THE GRATIS SUPPLEMENT ’

T he Ph il a te l ic  Re v ie w  of Re v i e w s ,
Ts the largest, cheapest, and best Philatelic Journal published in the English language.

Specimen copy gratis and post free.

Subscription 2s. 6d. per annum, to any part of the world.
Single Copies 3d. each.

This Magazine won the 1st Bronze Medal at the Paris Philatelic Exhibition, 1802; Silver Medal, 
Paris, ZB94: Diploma, Milan, 1804; and Diploma for the B E S T  P H IL A T E L IC  JO U RN AL 

P U B L IS H E D , at San Antonio, Texas, U .S .A ., 189s

A l l  S u b s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  J o u r n a l  C o m m e n c e  w i t h  t h e  JANUARY N u m b e r .

Trices o f  Complete Volumes o f  the Journal and back numbers.
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Index alone ,, „  ... . . .  0 2 » 0
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„  „  unboned .................. tea S 6 9 0
Volume 4, 5, or 6, b o u n d ........................... . . .  8 6 » 9 0

Back numbers of the Journal can be supplied at the following rates 
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The Price of Single Copies is raised to Sixpence one month after publication.

“RetfseD Xf0t of Hgent0,
T h e  following are the accredited List o f A gents for the P.J.G .B . A* Advertiser, to whom 

all Subscriptions and Advertisements may be sent.
The Journal can be ordered through all book- 

•ellete and stationers throughout the Kingdom.
Correspondent* not being able to obtain the paper 

through their local Newsagent, should at oaoe oom- 
mnnioate with the Publisher.
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TRA &SVAAL—Paterson k  Co., p.O. Box, 8386, 
Johannesburg.

MAURITIUS—Emilx Ba u m , Port Louis 
VEN EZU ELA—F. B. Harwood, Apartado, M,

NORTH GERMANY—T. A. V rbkruirk, St. G. 
Neu eat raise, 61, Hamburg

HOLLAND—J. F ontiyk, Ststionaweg, 14, Rotter
dam.

P E R U — M essrs. W illiams k  C o , Casilla 980, Lim. 
WEST INDIES—W. C. P roudfoot, P.O. Box 11, 

Kingston, St, Vinoent.
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IM P O R T A N T  A N N O U N C E M E N T. Now Ready. In a Vola., Oblong 4to.

THE BRITISH EMPIRE POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM,
COMPILED AND ARRANGED 8. C. 8KIPTON.

PRICES '  Qnl>3Ulul 111 8b*et3' C9ln?lete- 1®- Fast Fr,«, £1 2a. Btronjly bound in Tarkey Mor ooco

Oblong Quarto, site / i t  by <?in.)

with Cloth sides, gilt edges, £2 la. Post Free, £2 4».
.V B .—Abroad (be ing too heavy for P arcel Post), they w ill be sent by Shipper unpaid 

unless a  special route be mentioned.

he ‘ IDEAL HINGE ’
The BEST in the M a rk e t------
and the CHEAPEST-------- M
areaseproof Paper, Pure Gum,

One Quality only: THE BEST.
Post fr e e  throughout the 
Postal Union. A , per box 
o f  looo, lo d  ; B. per  box 
o f  / ooo, 7 d ; C, per  box o f  
iooo, 14; D , p er  box o f  
looo. 1 /1 .

f i r i a :

" \
B  ( opyright.)

\
The “ IDEAL" 

HINGE.

W m. B R O W N ,  
St. Thomas' 

Square, 
SALISBURY, 

ENGLAND.

THK

‘'IDEAL" 
HIN QE.

D ate  . , ..............
W m k . . . . . . . . . .
W ..............Bt. of,.............
P r ic e .........
When............ . .

/ — ” — \  
“ Ideal "Hinge
W - .  B R O W N ,
St, Thomas' S f.,

u u itu R r-
D a t e ..................
W m h .. . .\ ........
P e r f . ..................
Bt. o f . ................
P rice ..................
W hen .................

L—For ordinary use ; B.—A very cheap hinge either Tor owner's private use, or for Members of exchange clubs, etc , who have a 
number o f duplicates; C.—Specially for collectors who like a short and concise history of their stamps. This is particularly 
useful for the rarer stamps, and aids very much to the interest o f a collection to be able to look back at the source and 
cost o f the sundry bargains that come in every collector's way; D.—Similar to above, but cheaper, owing to the advertise
ment o f Publisher's name. '

PRICES TO THE TRADE ON APPLICATION.

#tir “ Itteate.” ^  “2 ^ ” 5»2™
he removed from the Allbum. 
boards, which entirely prevent bulging.
14/6 post free. Extra leaves, 1/9 dozen.

THE “ ID EAL”

for Advanced Collectors.
Best and most portable published. 

The leaves o f this Album arc perfectly plain, and are made o f fine cartridge 
paper, linen joints. Moveable leaves. Each leaf is separate, and can easily 

Each Album contains 70 leaves, sire urn by gin. oblong. The covers are made o f thick heavy
Half-bound in best brown Turkey Motocco, green cloth sides, with moveable brass screws.

POCKET DUPLICATE ALBUM.
* This Book has been designed to meet the wants o f collectors having many duplicates. Its advantages are apparent to everyone. 

Each book contains 34 leaves, each leaf contains 4 pockets, capable o f holding at the very least to 30 stamps each. The pockets 
are not simply strips o f cardboard pasted on the leaf, but are made in the page, each page consisting o f two sheets o f thick cart- 
tridge paper, one o f which is cut to form the pocket and then pasted together. By this arrangement, and it is by far the best, the 
stamps are held tightly in their place, all fear o f the stamps slipping out or the cardboard slips tearing away being entirely avoided 
The whole strongly bound in cloth with an elastic band T o  each purchase! is presented an Ideal Pocket Perforation Gauge 
Size o f book, 7410. by 410. to bold about aooo sumps, easily carried in the breast pocket. Price, 3 9 post free. *

Similar to above, bound in half best Turkey Morocco, cloth sides, with QlOVd&blO 
I l in e n  Jo in ted  leavea , 60 pages, 7 rows on a page, price 22/6.THE“ IDEAL” STOCK BOOKS;

THE “ID E A L” APPROVAL SHEETS.
SuiUble for collectors or members o f Philatelic Exchange Clubs. Ruled in Squares on thin strong paper. Price, 2 /- per too, 

A —Suitable for Exchange Clubs. Outride sheets, 2/- per too ; inside sheets, 1.9 per 100.
B —Suitable for Dealers. Approval Sheets, ruled in squares, 2/- per too.

THE “ ID EAL” APPROVAL BOOKS.
Made o f  thin strong paper, s$£in. byaf^in .each book contains 48 pages stitched together in thick paper cover. Price 4# d .  

each, or 3/9 per dozen, post free; 7 by iMin- 6d. each, or 4/9 per dozen* post free. ’

BY ROYAL LETTERS PATENT-
The “ Desideratum” Philatelic Album <\

Witk Patent Binding whereby any or all of the leaves may he detached and replaced in a few momenta.
W  L  .  +» I'T'b . . . f v  ♦ ........ ♦♦ is the outcome o f researches and experiments, by an experienced Philatelist, to obtain
VI U v  a v t B l v t l U l U l I l  an Album that will combine all the essentials of a well-bound book, together with the 
dvantages o f detachable leaves, and having been thoroughly put to the test for the past two years, is now offered to Collectors as
HE BEST AND CHEAPEST ALBUM OBTAINABLE.

PRICE LIST OF THE “ DESIDERATUM” PHILATELIC ALBUM.
N o. x AU —Upright shape, bound in whole padded morocco, lettered in gold, gold lined, gold tooled extra, rounded corners, leaves 

of specially made cream wove paper, with gilt edges, etc., etc., and fitted in a specially designed cloth-covered case, lined 
swansdown, 35/-

N o. x A O —Oblong shape ditto ditto 35/* # #
(Either o f the above can be supplied fitted with heavily gilt patent expanding lock and key, at 6/- extra),

N o  x BU—Upright sbape. half-bound, cloth sides, lettered in gold, gilt lines, rounded corners, leaves plain edges, and fitted in
specially designed cloth-covered case 00/c 1 - a—- *— *■ —̂ J  ------ '—  -*- - J ■*- - ** --*------*

No. x BU—Oblong shape ditto ditto 
Additional leaves supplied at the following 1

:iotn sides, lettered in gom, gut lines, rounded corners, leaves plain edges, and fitted in 
i . .  22/6 iA n y  c f  the above sent safely  packed and carriage p a id  to any R a ilm a y \
itto . .  22/6 \ Station , en receipt o f pu biuhed p rice. )
ring rates -T o  fit No- t au or No. 1 ao , 3/* per doz. ; ?4o. 1 b u  or No. 1 bo, 2/3 per dot.

Exhibition Series o f Packets Exhibition.
No. 1—100 varieties, 1/*. No, 2—1 oO ditto, 2/-. No. 3—100 ditto, 3/6. No. 4 100 ditto (Coloniala only) 6/-i 

No. 5— 100 ditto, 5/-. The Five Packets, 500 varieties (all different) 15/-.

Printed by the “  Wiltshire County Mirror and Express ’* Co , Ltd., Canal, Salisbury and
Published by the Proprietor, William  Brown, Sl Thomas’ Square, Salisbury
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P ER IO D IC A L S A LES  B Y A U C TIO N  OF

M e s s r s . VENTOM, BULL &  COOPER,
(Who originated them in this Country) at the

St. M artin 's Town H all, Charing Cross, S. W.

M essrs. V E N T O M , B U L L  & C O O P E R  b e g  to announce th at th e ir  D ates of S a les for the 
en su in g season w ill be as under :

1898 .— F e b ru ary  24 th  and 25t h ; M arch 10th  and 11th, 24th  and 25t h ;  A p r il 14th  and 
15th, 28 th  and  29th  ; M ay  12th  and 13th, 26 th and 27th  ; Ju n e 16th  and 17th .

F E B R U A R Y  24th and 25th.— A fine private selection, including the following rarities :—
Roumania (Moldavia), a fine lot of the 40 and 80 paras, used on pieces of original; Oldenburg, including 

a fine unused 1/3 black on green ; Hanover, iogroschen, unused, with full gum ; Monaco, first issue, complete; 
Switzerland (Winterthur), 2)4 rap. ; Naples, Cross, dark blue, very fine ; Ceylon ts. qd. green, perf., unused; 
Straits Settlements, fine lot of Native States ; Cape, ./oodblocks, id. and 4d. ; B. Bechuanaland, is., 2«., and 
and 2s. 6d. surcharged “  Protectorate B. South Africa, .£10, used postally ; Newfoundland, is. carmine, is. 
orange, 8d. carmine, and 6d. orange, very fine ; Canada, 7id. green, very f  ne ; B. Guiana (1851), 4c. blue 
(2), (1836), 4c. black on mangenta (3 copies), all used 011 entires; fine lot of early Nevis, including 6d. on 
bleute, unused ; St. Lucia, is. black and orange, unused, with gum ; Antioquia, 1st issue, I peso; B. 
Columbia, 2^d. red-brown, imperf., unused ; United States, a fine lot, including unused ; Victoria, no wmk., 
rouletted, id. green, two pairs unused ; New South Wales, Laureted issue, several fine 8d., used on pieces of 
original ; fine Sydney views ; fine collection of New Zealand, Queensland, Tasmania, Victoria and W.' 
Australia (in lots).
M A R C H  10th and n th .— A very fine private selection, including the following rarities :—

Naples, 141. Cross, on entire , India, j4 &. red, unused f Basle, 24 rappen, unused ; Mauritius, Post Paid, 
2d. blue, fine; New Brunswick, 6d. yellow, unused, with full gum, very fine ; Ceylon, 2s. blue, imperforate, 
superb, 8d. brown, imperforate, very fine ; Great Britain, 4d. rose, medium garter, in mint state, 8d. brown, 
unused ; Sweden, 17 ore grey, unused ; Wurtemburg, 7okr , unused ; Saxony, 3ph, on entire, very fine ; 
Nova Scotia, 6d. green, unused ; Canada, lod. blue, unused ; Newfoundland, 4d. and 6d. orange, unused, is. 
orange, 4d. and 6}£d. carmine, unused, 6d. carmine, 2d. lake, an unused pair ; Portugal, 1st issue, 100 reis, 
a fine pair ; Hungary, lithographed issue complete, unused ; also a very fine collection of Europeans, mostly 
unused (in lots), and many others.

These Sales are attended by all the principal known Collectors and Dealers, and afford the best means of dis
posing of collections and rarities, the prices obtained being most satisfactory to owners. It is advisable that 
owners desirous of obtaining special days of sale should communicate as early as possible, as the dates are being 
rapidly filled up

Owing to the large number of applications that the Auctioneers receive from America and the Continent for 
their Catalogue, they are issued, when practicable, cne month before the dale of sale. In order to facilitate 
this arrangement, owners intending to include Stamps should forward them at the earliest possible moment. 
The greatest care is requisite in the preparation of these Catalogues, so that a correct and comprehensive des
cription of the Stamps may be given.

— Valuations Made if Required. —

A D V A N C E S  M A D E  O N  C O L L E C T IO N S  P E N D IN G  R E A L IZ A T IO N  IF D E S IR E D .

Catalogues of all Sales, and Term s can be had on application to

Messrs. Ventom , B u ll &  Cooper,
(Philatelic Department), 35, Old Jewry, London, E,C.

Telegraphic Address “ V eNt q m ,” London. Telephone Number, 5076 Bank.
ESTABLISH ED 1761.
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THE PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN
0 TOGETHER WITH THE GRATIS SUPPLEMENT

The  Philatelic  Re v ie w  of Re v i e w s ,
Is the largest, cheapest, and best Philatelic Journal published in the English language.
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HAVE YOU ANY S T  A M P S  FOR SALE?
rj^ vo  you know that my GLASGOW  AUCTION SALES have proved an 

■ ENORMOUS SUCCESS. Vv

The patronage of nearly every Collector of standing in Scotland has been 
secured and it is an exception if the attendance at any of the Sales falls below 50.

Rare Stamps in Fine Condition are Fetching
Top Prices.

If you have a good collection and wish to realize, you cannot do better than 
sell in Glasgow. ’

Ear* 9th SALE 5th MARCH.
Lots to be in time for inclusion should be sent in Immediately.

Arrangements have now been completed, at the request of the Edinburgh 
Collectors, to have the lots on view there as well as in Glasgow.

Commission Charges are Extrem ely Moderate.

ROBERT S GRAY 2I3, West CamPbelt street>
AUCTIONEER. GLASGOW.

# u r  “  T h r a l l .” «be“3»eaf” Hfbum for Advanced Collectors.
Best and most portable published. 

The leaves of this Album are perfectly plain, and are made of fine cartridge 
paper, linen joints. "Moveable leaves. Each leaf is separate, and can easily 

Each Album contains 70 leaves, size lain by <,in. oblong. The covers are made of thick heavy
Half-bound in best brown Turkey Moiocco, green cloth sides, with moveable brass screws

be, removed from tbe Allbum. 
boards, which entirely prevent bulging.
14/6 post free* Extra leaves, 1/9 dozen. ■

THE “ IDEAL ” POCKET DUPLICATE ALBUM.
This Book has been designed to meet tbe wants o f collectors having many duplicates. Its advantages are apparent to everyone. 

Each book contains 2,  leaves, each leaf contains 4 pockets, Capable o f bolding at the very least 35 to 30 stamps each. The pockets 
arc not simply strips of cardboard pasted on the leaf, but are made in the page, each page consisting of two sheets 6f  thick c a r 
tridge paper, one o f which is cut to form the pocket and then pasted together. By this arrangement, and it is by far the best, the 
stamps are- held tightly in their place, all fear of the sumps slipping out or the cardboard slips tearing away being entirely avoided 
The whole strongly bound in cloth with an elastic band. T o each purchasii Is presented an Ideal Pocket Perforation Gauge 
Size o f  book, 73m. by 4U1. to hold about 3000 sumps, easily carried in the breast pocket. Price, 3 9 post free.
THE InC A I *> OTflD 1/ D nflifO  Similar to above, bound in half best Turkey Morocco, doth sides, wijb moveable 
I n t  I D E A L  0  I U u l\  D U U IVO I lin e n  Join ted  le a v e s , 60 pages, ;  rows on a page, price 22/b.

THE “ID EA L” APPROVAL SHEETS- ------
Suitable for collectors or membets o f Philatelic Exchange Clubs* Ruled in Squares on thin strong paper. Price, 2 /- per too.

A —Suitable for Exchange Clubs. Outside1 sheets, 2/- per ioo ; inside sheets, 1/9 per io*. ’ ■ •
B —Suitable for Dealers. Approval Sheets, ruled in squares, 2/- per ioo. .' .

THE “ IDEAL” APPROVAL BOOKS.
Made o f thin strong paper, yj^in. by a ^ in . each book contains 48 pages stitched together in thick paper coyer, 

each, or 3/9 per dozen, post free ; 7 by 4j<£in. 6d- each, or 4/9 per dozen, post free. ,
Price 4$fd.

TnEExhibition Series o f Packets Exhibition.
No. 1—100 varieties, 1/-. No. 2—100 ditto, ?/-. No.|3— 1U0 ditto, 3/6. No. 4— 100 ditto (ColoAi&la only), 6/- 

No. 6—100 ditto, 5/*. The Five Packets, 500 varieties (all different), 15/-. .
i - " . ’

Printed by the Wiltshire County Mirror and Exoress” Co., Ltd., Canal, Salisbury, and
Publ^hed by the Proprietor, W il lia m  B rown, St. Squarit, Salisbury.
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h a v e  YOU AMY STAMPS FOR SALE ?
rr^xO you know that my GLASGOW  AUCTION SALES have proved an 

• ENORMOUS SUCCESS. Vv .

The patronage of nearly every Collector of standing in Scotland has been 
secured and it is an exception if the attendance at any of the Sales falls below 50.

Rare Stamps in Fine Condition are Fetching
Top Prices.

I f you have a good collection and wish to realize, you cannot do better than 
sell in Glasgow.

EST 9th SALE 5th MARCH.
Lots to be in time for inclusion should be sent in I m m e d i a t e l y .

Arrangements have now been completed, at the request of the Edinburgh 
Collectors, to have the lots on view there as well as in Glasgow.

Commission Charges are Extrem ely Moderate.

ROBERT S GRAY 2I3, West CamPbel1 street>
AUCTIONEER. GLASGOW.

<®ttr “  ® b c a l£ .”  «b e “ 36eaf" album
Tkn I ir*r *Vi 1 r A 1 L<1 m <tr. narf^t 1 u I-i

for Advanced Collectors.
Best and most portable published. 

The leaves o f this Album are perfectly plain, and are made o f fine cartridge 
paper, linen joints. 'Moveable leaves. Each leaf is separate, and can easily 

Each Album contains 70 leaves, sue lain by 9in. oblong. The covers are made o f  thick heavy
Half-bound in best brown Turkey Moiocco, green cloth sides, with moveable brass screws

be removed from the Allbum. 
boards, which entirely prevent bulging.
14/6 post free. Extra leaves, 1/9 dozen.

THE “ ID EA L” POCKET DUPLICATE ALBUM.
This Book has been designed to meet the wants o f collectors having many duplicates. Its ad vantages are apparent to everyone. 

Each book contains 24 leaves, each leaf contains 4 pockets. Capable o f holding at the very least 25 to 30 stamps each. The pockets 
are not simply strips of cardboard pasted on the leaf, but are made in the page, each page consisting of two sheets bf thick cart- 
tridge paper, one o f which is cut to form the pocket and then pasted together. By this arrangement, and it is by far the best, the 
stamps are held tightly in their place, all fear of the stamps slipping out or the cardboard slips tearing away being entirely avoided 
The whole strongly bound in cloth with an elastic band. T o each purchasii is presented an Ideal Pocket Perforation Gauge 
Size of book, 7 Jm, by 4m. to hold about 2000 stamps, easily carried in the breast pocket. Price, 3.9 post free.
T U [ “ l n C A l  U Q T n P l f  R n f H fQ  Similar to above, bound in half best Turkey' Morocco, doth sides, with m o v e a b le  
IMC. I U l A L  0  I U U l\  DU U IVO I lin e n  jo in te d  leavei), 60 pages, 7 rows on a page, price 22/b, ■

THE “ID E A L” APPROVAL SHEETS-
Suitable for collectors or membe is o f Philatelic Exchange Clubs. Ruled In Squares on thin strong paper. P rice, %}- per xoo.

A—Suitable for Exchange Clubs. Outside* sheets, 2/- per ion ; inside sheets, 19 per io o . ‘ ■ •
B— Suitable for Dealers. Approval Sheets, ruled in squares, 3/- per io o . .’ -

THE “ IDEAL” APPROVAL BOOKS.
Made o f thin strong paper, $J£in. bya^ tn .each  book contains 48 pages stitched together in thick paper coyer. Price 4# d . 

each, or 3/9 per dozen, post free; 7 by 4Hiru 6d, each, or 4/9 per dozen, post free. . . ,

TUEExhibition Series o f Packets Exhibition.

No. 1—100 varieties, 1/-, No. 2—100 ditto, ?/-. No. 3— lOQ ditto, 3/6, No. 4—100 ditto (Colonials only), 6/- 
No. 5—100 ditto, 5/-. The Five Packets, 600 varieties (all different), 15/-. *-'•
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P ER IO D IC A L S A LES  BY A U C TIO N  O F

M e s s r s . VENTOM, BULL & COOPER,
{Who originated them in this Country) at the

St. M artin's Town H all, Charing Cross, S. W.

M essrs, V E N T O M , B U L L  & C O O P E R  b e g  to  announce th a t th eir  D ates o f S a les for the 
en su in g  season w ill b e  as under :

1898 .— M arch 24th  and 25th  ; A p r il  14 th  and  15th , 28 th  and 29th  ; M ay  12th  and  13th, 
26 th  and 27th  ; June 16th  and 17th.

M ARCH  24th and 25th.— A fine selection of British, Foreign, and Colonial postage stamps, including the 
following rarities :—

’ Oldenburg, nearly complete, unused and very fine ; Monaco, 1st issue, 5frs., unused ; Sweden, 17 ore 
grey, unused ; Wurtemburg, 7okr. violet, unused with gum ; a very fine lot of United States, including 
periodicals, complete unused, and other rare stamps ; Tobago, Provl. id. on half 6d., a very fine used pair 
on piece ; St. Vincent, 1 /- rose, unused, with full gum ; Virgin Islands, 1/- with double lined border, unused ; 
scarce unused Afghans ; a fine lot of unused Australians, including a superb id. New Zealand on blue paper, 
etc. Also several fine collections.

A P R IL  14th and 15th.— A very fine private collection, including the following rarities :—
Saxony, 3pf. red ; Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 4/4sch. red, rouletted, unused and fine ; Oldenburg, complete; 

Bremen, 7 grote yellow, imperf.,used; Liibeck, error, unused; Wurtemburg, 7okr. violet and 7okr. lilac, both 
unused with full gum and superb; Naples, 50gr.; Tuscany, 2 soldi, 60 crazie, and 9 crazie on white ; 
Modena, large B.G.; Spain, nearly complete, including 2 reales red of 1851, 1852, and 1853, also a fine 
vertical pair of the 1852 issue ; Heligoland, 5 marks, used ; Servia, Vienna print, lop. yellow, unused, with 
full gum ; Ceylon, 2/- blue, imperforate and very fine ; Madeira and Acores, complete, used ; British 
Columbia, I dollar, unused ; United States, a fine lot, including Agriculture, Justice, Navy, and State, 
complete ; Mexico, 3 centavos brown, unused ; Nevis, 4d. rose, unused ; Virgin Islands, 1/- crimson, unused; 
Trinidad, id. blue, litho., very fine ; and other rare St. Vincent, St. Lucia, etc.; scarce Uruguay ; Sidney 
views ; Victoria, 5/- blue on yellow ; and many others. Also a very fine collection of used and unused 
German entires, to Ire disposed of in lots.

These Sales are attended by all the principal known Collectors and Dealers, and afford the best means of dis
posing of collections and rarities, the prices obtained being most satisfactory to owners. It is advisable that 
owners desirous of obtaining special days of sale should communicate as early as possible, as the dates are being 
rapidly filled up.

Owing to the large number of applications that the Auctioneers receive from America and the Continent for 
their Catalogue, these are issued, when practicable, onehnonth before the date of sale. In order to facilitate 
this arrangement, owners intending to include Stamps should forward them at the earliest possible moment. 
The greatest care is requisite in the preparation of these Catalogues, so that a correct and comprehensive des
cription of the Stamps may be given. '

— Valuation* Made 1 f  Required.

A D V A N C E S  M A D E  ON C O L L E C T IO N S  P E N D I N G  R E A L IZ A T IO N  IF  D E S IR E D . 

Catalogues of all Sales- and Term s can be had on application to

M essrs. Yentom , B u ll &  Cooper, •
(Philatelic Department), 35, Old Jewry, London, E.C,

Telegraphic Address “ V e n t o m ,”  London. Telephone Number, 5076 Bank.
ESTABLISH ED 1761.
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THE PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN
' TOGETHER "WITH THE GRATIS SUPPLEMENT '

The Philatelic  Re v ie w  of Re v i e w s ,
Is the largest, cheapest, and best Philatelic Journal published in the English language.

Specimen copy gratis and post free.

Subscription 2s. 6d. per annum, to any part of the world,
Single Copies 3d. each.

This M agazine won the 1st Bronze Medal at the Paris Philatelic Exhibition, 1892 ; Silver Medal, 
Paris, 1894; Diploma, Milan, 1891; and Diploma for the B E S T  P H IL A T E L IC  J O U R N A L  

P U B L IS H E D , at San Antonio, T exas, U .S .A ., 1895.

All Subscriptions for the Journal Commence with the JANUAEY Number.
Trices o f  Complete Volumes o f the Journal and back numbers:

, 1. d. 1. d.
Volume 4, 5, or 6, unbound .............................  6 o post free 6 6
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„  „  unbon’ d ............................  8 6 „  9 0
Volume 4, 5, or 6, bound. . ............................. 8 6 „  9 0
B ack numbers of the Journal can he supplied at the following ra te s:—

Nos. 4, 5, 8, 9, 11 and 12, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 24, 34, 36, at 1/- each. Nos. 2, 10, 15, 19, 26, 29, 
at 9d. each. A ll others (except 3, 6, 14, 35, which art quite out o f  print), at 6d. each.

* Only on* o** two Copies left.
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HAVE YOU AMY ST AMPS FORSALE?
|J^\0 you know that my GLASGOW AUCTION SALES have proved an 
^  ENORMOUS SUCCESS.

The patronage of nearly every Collector of standing in Scotland has been 
' secured and it is an exception if the attendance at anyof the Sales falls below 50.

Rare Stamps in Fine Condition are Fetching
Top Prices.

I f you have a good collection and wish to realize, you cannot do better than 
sell in Glasgow.

10th Sale 2nd April; 11th Sale 30th April.
Lots to be in time for inclusion should be sent in Immediately.

1 Arrangements have now been completed, at the request of the Edinburgh 
Collectors, to have the lots on view there as well as in Glasgow.

Commission Charges are Extrem ely Moderate.

ROBERT S GRAY 2I3, West CamPbeI1 street-
AUCTIONEER. GLASGOW.

44 ” Hfbum Best and most portable published.
^  ^  M r  • The leaves of this Album are perfectly plain, and are made of fine cartridge

paper, linen joints. Moveable leaver Each leaf i» separate, and can easily 
be removed from the Allbutn. Each Album contains 70 leaves, size lain by bin’ oblong. The covers are made of thick hedvjr 
boards which entirely prevent bulging- Half-bound in best brown Turkey Morocco, green cloth sides, with moveable brass screws 
14/6 post free. Extra leaves* 1/9 dozen .

THE “ ID EA L” POCKET DUPLICATE ALBUM.
This Book has been designed to meet the wants o f collectors having many duplicates. Its advantages are apparent to everyone. 

Each book contains^  leaves, each leaf contains 4 pockets capable of holding at the very least 2$ to 30 stamps each. The pockets 
are not simply strips o f cardboard pasted on the leaf, but are made in the page, each page consisting o f two sheets o f thick cart- 
tridge paper, one o f  which is cut to form the pocket and then pasted together, Hy this arrangement, and it is by far the best, the 
stamps are held tightly in their place, all fear o f the stamps slipping out or the cardboard slips tearing away being entirely avoided 
The whole strongly bound in cloth with an elastic band To each purchaser is presented an Ideal Pocket Perforation Gauge 
Size o f book, 7iin. by 4U1. to hold about 2000 stamps, easily carried in the breast pocket. Price, 3 9 post free.
m < ( i n r A | D Q T f i P l f  D f i n t f  Q Similar to above, bound in half best Turkey Morocco, doth sides, with IU0Yd&bl6 

I U l A L  0  I U u f t  D U U lX O  i linen jointed leaves, 60 pages 7 rows on a page, price 22/6.

THE “ID E A L” APPROVAL SHEETS-
Suitable for collectors or members o f Philatelic Exchange Clubs. Ruled in Squares on thin strong paper; Price, 2 /- per 100. 

A —Suitable for Exchange Clubs. Outside sheets V m per too ; inside sheets, 1 9 per ioo.
B —Suitable for Dealers. Approval sheets ruled in squares, 2/- per ioo.

THE “ IDEAL” APPROVAL BOOKS.
Made o f thin strong paper, « ,# in. by a%in. each book contains 48 pages stitched together in thick paper cover. Price 4^d« 

each, or 3/9 per dozen, post free; 7 by 4&in. 6d. each, or 4/9 per dozen, post free.

TnEExhibition Series o f Packets
No. I—100 varieties", 1/-. No. 2—100 ditto, 2/-. No. 3—100 ditto. 3/t». No 4—100 ditto (Colonials ooL), 5/- 

No. u—100 ditto, 5/-. Xlie five Packets, 000 varieties (all different , IS/-.

Printed by the “ Wiltshire County Mirror and Express" Co., Ltd., Canal, Salisbury, and
Publjhed by the Proprietor, William HkOwh, St. Thomas' Square, Salisbury.
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P E R IO D IC A L S A LES  BY A U C TIO N  OF

HELD BY

M e s s r s . VENTOM, BULL &  COOPER,
(Who originated them in this Country) at the

St. M artin's Town H all, Charing Cross, S. W.

Messrs. VENTOM, BULL & COOPER beg to announce that their Dates of Sales for the
en suing se ason will he as under :

1898.—April 28th and 29th ; May 12tli and 13th, 2f>th and 27th ; June 16th and 17th.
April 28th and 29th.—A  very fine collection of used and unused,

including the following
Sandwich Islands, a very fine lot, used and unused, in blocks, pairs, etc., including entire sheets 

of the ;5c. blue and 13c. red, on medium paper. Unused New Zealand, 1st issue, complete and 
duplicates, and a very fine lot of later issues, used and unused, including blocks and pairs. Western 
Australia, 1st issue, several specimens of each value, including rouletteds, and a fine lot of later 
issues, used and unused. Queensland imperf., id., a pair and 4 singles; 2d. blue, 3; and 6d. 
green, 3; and a fine lot of perforated issues, used and unused, including is. violet perf. 16, unused; 
a pair of 10s. brown, unused, and a fine range of shades. Tasmania, 1st issue, id. blue, two strips 
of 4 and singles, used, and a pair, unused; 4d. orange, several blocks, used and an unused speci
men; later issues, a fine lot, including no watermark, id., 2d., and gd., unused. South Australia, 
tmperf. id. green, unused and 3 used, and several specimens of the is. orange; 9d. lilac, perf., and 
rouletted, and a fine lot of the 1st rouletted issue unused; used Departmentals, etc. Victoria, 
1st issue, 2d. lilac, with fine background (3), 6d. orange beaded oval (2), 5s. blue on yellow, unused, 
and a very fine lot of later issues, used and unused. N ew South W ales, a grand lot o f Sydney 
Views, including id. unused, and a useful lot of later issues, used and unused.

These Sales are attended by all the principal known Collectors and Dealers, and afford the best means of dis* 
posing of collections and rarities, the prices obtained being most satisfactory to owners. It is advisable that 
owners desirous of obtaining special days of sale should communicate as early as possible, as the dates are being 
rapidly filled up.

Owing to the large number of applications that the Auctioneers receive from America and the Continent for 
their Catalogue, these are issued, when practicable, one month before the date of sale. In order to facilitate 
this arrangement, owners intending to include Stamps should forward them at the earliest possible moment. 
The greatest caie is requisite in the preparation of these Catalogues, so that a correct and comprehensive des
cription of the Stamps may be given.

A D V A N C E S  M A D E  O N  C O L L E C T IO N S  P E N D IN G  R E A L IZ A T IO N  IF D E S IR E D .

Catalogues of all Sales, and Term s can be had on application to

Valuations Made if Required.

Messrs. Ventom , B u ll &  Cooper,
(Philatelic Department) , 35, Old Jew ry ,  London ,  E .C .

Telegraphic Address ; “ V en to m ,” London. Telephone Number, 5076 Bank.
E ST A B L ISH E D  1761.
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THE PHILATELIC JOURHAL OF GREAT BRITAIN
TOGETHER WITH THE GRATIS SUPPLEMENT

T he Philatelic  Re v ie w  of Re v i e w s ,
Is- the largest, cheapest, and best Philatelic Journal published in the English language.

Specimen copy gratis and post free.

Subscription Ss. Gd. per annum to any part of the world,
Single Copies 3d. each.

T his M agazine won the 1st Bronze Medal at the Paris Philatelic Exhibition, 1892 ; Silver Medal, 
Paris, 1894; Diploma, Milan, 1894; and Diploma for the B E S T  P H IL A T E L IC  J O U R N A L  

P U B L IS H E D , at San Antonio, T exas, U .S .A ., 1895.

All Subscriptions for the Journal Commence with the JANUARY Numbbr.
Prices o f  Complete Volumes o f  the Journal ami baik numbers:

S, (1. s. <1.
Volume 4, 5, or 6, unbound ... ... ... 6 0 post free 6 6
Cover and Index for each Volume ... ... I 6 „ - 9
Index alone „ , ... ... 0 2 0 2’A
*Volume 1 (quite out of print), bound ... ... 25 0 post free 25 6
Volume 2 and 3, bour.'l ... ... ... ... 10 6 » J* 0

„  „  unbound ... ... ... 8 6 9 0
Volume 4, S, or 6, bound. . ... ... ... 8 6 9 0
Back numbers of the Journal can be supplied at the following rates 

Nos. 4, 5, 8, 9, 11 and 12, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 24, 34, 36, at 1/- each. Nos. 2, 10, 15, 19, 26, 29, 
at 9d. each. All others (except 3, 6, 14, 35, which are quite out o f  print), at 6d. each.

* Only one or two Copies left.

A ddress for T elegram s  : “ BROWN, VILLETTE, SALISBURY.’
T h e Price of Single Copies is raised to Sixpence one month after publication.

IRevuseb Xtet of agents.
T h e following are the accredited List of Agents for the P.J.G .B . &• Advertiser, to 

all Subscriptions and Advertisements may be sent.
whom

The J ournal can be ordered through all book- 
aelleis and stationers throughout the Kingdom.

Corresi>ondents not being able to obtain the paper 
through their local Newsagent, should at once com
municate with the Publisher.

LONDON OFFICE OF THE “ P .J .C .B .”
Messrs. JO H N  B O U L T O N  &  Co.,

75, Cheapsidc, London.

LONDON AG EN TS.
Wholesale:

S IM P K IN , M A R S H A L L , H A M IL T O N , 
K E N T  &  C o., Ltd,, Stationers’ Hall Court. 
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F. R. G inn, 145, Strand. W.C.
W. H adlow, 331, Strand.
H. R. S hiells, T o , Little Britain 
K ennedy & Co., 39, Hart street, New Oxford Stieet 
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A. W illiams, 89a , Chancery Lane 
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H A R R O W -G . N. Cooke, High Street 
LEEDS— W. T basdale W ilson, Philatelic Press 

Agent, 17, Reservoir Street, Leeds 
Skipwith & 1 o.. Albion St eet.
LIVEKPOOL—T aylor Bros., 87, Lord Street 
LEAMINGTON SPA — B. C. P. Walters, The 

Midland stamp Depot, 7. Spencer Street 
HANLEY"! sTAFFo.—N. A Wood, Regent House 
SCOTLAND: Glasgow— Mr. Robert S. Gray, 

“ Scottish Philatelic Press Agency,” 213, West 
Campbell Street.

MANCHESTER— H, R anck, 11. Sugar Lane. 
Edinburgh— Mr. F. M a c k a y , 34 Frederick Street.

CAN AD A—E. Y . P arker, 457, Euclid Avenue, 
Toronto

UNITED STATES—Sole Agent: W. F, G regory, 
Room 4, 71, Nassau Street, New York 

BELGIUM — K. L intelo, OGbis, RueRenkin. Brussels 
Mdlle. H Gisquierb, 102, Rue des Rcmouleurs, Gand 

DENM ARK—T h. ,J. A nthoniskn, Esbjerg 
AU STRIA—L eop. P ollack, Trieste, Austria 
GERM AN Y—.!. L ossau, K 1 Burslah, 4, Hamburg 
FRANCE—Sole Agent for Paris; Le Philatelist* 

Parisien, 25, Avenne d’Orleans 
GREECE—M ylonas Ekkkkh, Academy Str., 17a, 

Athens
IN DIA—Bombay P hilatelic Co., 37, Hornby Road,

Fort, Bombay
Calcutta Stamp Co., 62/1 Bentinck Street, Calcutta 

AUSTRIA—L eop. P ollack, Trieste 
SW ITZERLAND— Messrs C hahfion&Co. ,Mollard, 

3, Geneva
MALTA—L uigi Callega, 34, Strada Tesoreria, 

Valletta
PORTUGAL— M m M attor, &  Oie, Rua Nova da 

Piedade, 47, Lisbon
N ATAL—A. O. G riftix, Audit Office, Pietermarita- 

burg '
TRANSVAAL— Paterson & Co., P.O. Box, 3286, 

Johannesburg.
M AURITIUS—E m ile  B a z ir e , Port Louis 
VEN EZU ELA—F. K. H a r w o o d , A  part ado, 68, 

Caracas
NORTH GERMANY—T. A. V e r k r u ze n , St. G. 

Neuestrasse, 61, Hamburg
HOLLAND—J. F om tijn , Stationsweg, 14, Rrtter- 

dam.
PERU—M essrs. W illiams A. Co , Casilla 989, Lim. 
WEST IN D IE S -W . C. P roudkoot, P.O. Box II, 

Kingston, S t  V  ncent.
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Monthly Issue— 3,000 Copies Guaranteed.
Printer’s Certificate can,be seen at the Office.

-i

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

U o  ©ur A d v e rtise rs .

For some time now we have had complaints from our Subscribers, that the 
size of the Advertiser was not suitable for binding, and that the present prices of 
ordinary stamps could not be referred to on that account in later years.

W e have written to a large number of our Subscribers whether this com
plaint be justified. About 75 per cent, of the answers received from our Sub
scribers state that they used to bind the advertisements with the Journal and 
thus had every year a record of all the current offers and prices. Our advertisers 
say also that they thought the readers would be more likely to look at advertise
ments if they were interspersed in the reading matter.
. • W e have therefore decided to cease the issue of the Advertiser as a separate
paper on April 15th and to begin printing it the same size as the Journal from 
May 15th as before. We shall print 3,000 copies, and we guarantee that every 
copy will be sent out. Our rates for advertisements are the lowest in the market, 
and considering the large circulation, we have no doubt cannot be beaten.

For all running advertisements due allowance will be made for the unexpired 
time, and every advertiser will have the! option' of continuing his advertisement 
on the new’ lines, which we have not the slightest fear will be of very great benefit 
to one and all. '

PAGE. ONCE. 3  TIMES. 6  t i m e s . 12  t i m e s .
1 3 0 / - 2 7 / - 2 2 /6 2 0 / .
i 1 8 /- 1 6 /6 1 3 /6 1 2 / -
i 1 0 /- 9 / -  ' 7 /6 6 /6
i 6 / - 5 /6 4 /6 4 / '

No smaller advertisement than J page taken. Private Advertisements, will 
remain the same as formerly, viz., 6 w’ords for Id. Business Cards 5/- per annum.

.  The Outside and Inside Pages o f the Cover by private arrangements.

Monthly Issue— 3,000 Copies Guaranteed.
Printer’s Certificate can be seen at the Office.

Printed by the M Wiltshire County Mirror and Express” Co., Ltd., Cana!, Salisbury, and
Publ.shed by the Proprietor, W i l l i a m  B roww, St. Thomas* Square, Salisbury.
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P ER IO D IC A L S A LES  BY A U C TIO N  OF ■

HELD BY

M e s s r s . VENTOM, BULL & COOPER,
(Who originated them in this Country) at the

Si. M artin's Town H all, Charing Cross, S. W.

Messrs. YENTOM, BULL & COOPER beg to announce that their Dates of Sales for the 
ensuing season will be as under :

May 12th and 13th.—A very fine selection of British, Foreign, and Colonial 
Postage Stamps, including the following Rarities

Great Br ita in , the V.R., unused; l.R . Official, 5/-, 10/- and £ 1;  4d. medium garter, 
unused, 2d. blue, wmk., small crown, perf., 14 unused. SPAIN, a very fine lot of the first four issues, 
unused. Hungary, lithographed set, unused. Norway, nearly complete, unused. Geneva, the 
double stamp severed. TUSCANY, 2 soldi, a superb pair on piece, with a 1 soldi yellow. 
P R U S S IA , 2sgr. Prussian blue, unused. Saxony, 3pf., red. MAURITIUS, P Paid, early id ’s; Large 
Fillet, 2d., blue. P hilippines, fine blocks of the first issue. Congo, io c ., with inverted centre. 
O il R ivers, a very fine and rare lot of the provisionals, including 5/- and 10/-. U nited States, 
a  fine lot, including an entire unused sheet of Providence. T obago, 6d. bistre, wmk. C.A., used, 
and wmk. C.C., 6d. bistre, imperforate and unused. British Gu in a , 4c. black on magenta; 1853, 
4c. blue, unused, a fine unused pair. New Brunswick, >!- and 3d., used, on piece. British 
Columbia, io c . blue on pink, an unused pair,and 1 dollar, unused, perf. 14. A ntioquia, 1st issue, 
1 peso red. PERU, medio peso rose, very fine. Rare provisional F iji. V ictoria, a very fine lot, 
including 2d. with ftne background (4J and first issue rouletteds, etc., and many others. Also 
several fine Collections.

These Sales are attended by all the principal known Collectors and Dealers, and afford the Iwst means of dis
posing of collections and rarities, the prices obtained being most satisfactory to owners. It is advisable that 

wners desirous of obtaining special days of sale should communicate as early as possible, as the dates are being 
rapidly filled up.

Owing to the large number of applications that the Auctioneers receive from America and the Continent for 
their Catalogue, these are issued, when practicable, one month before the date of sale. In order to (Militate 
this arrangement, owners intending to include Stamps should forward them at the earliest possible moment. 
The greatest care is requisite in the preparation of these Catalogues, so that a correct and comprehensive des
cription of the Stamps may be given.

a d v a n c e s  m a d e  o n  c o l l e c t i o n s  p e n d i n g  r e a l i z a t i o n  i f  d e s i r e d .

Catalogues of all Sales, and Term s can be had on application to

1898.—May 26th and 27th ; June 16th and 17th.

Valuations Made I T  Required.

Messrs. Ventom , B u ll <$t Cooper,
(Philatelic Department), 35, Old Jewry, London, E.C.

Telegraphic Address . “ V e n t o m ,” London. Telephone Number, 5076 Bank.
E ST A B L IS H E D  1761.
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I M P O R T A N T .

‘ All Publishers are requested to forward one exchange copy to the Editor, 
GEO. B. DUERST, 21, Athol R oad, Alexandra Park, Manchester, and 
another exchange. copy to the Publisher, W IL L IA M  BROW N, Salisbury, 

'E ngland. ■ '
All who do so will receive two copies of this Journal in Exchange.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

V o  ©ur A d v e rtise rs .
* . . .  -

For some time now we have had complaints from our Subscribers, that the 
size of the Advertiser was not suitable for binding, and that the present prices of 
ordinary stamps could not be referred to on that account in later years.

W e have written to a large number of our Subscribers whether this com
plaint be justified.. About 75 per cent, of the answers received from our Sub
scribers state that they used to bind the advertisements with the Journal and 
thus had*every year a record of all the current offers and prices. Our advertisers 
say also that they thought the readers would be more likely to look at advertise
ments if they were interspersed in the reading matter.
! W e have therefore decided to cease the issue of the Advertiser as a separate 
paper on April 15th and to begin printing it the same size as the Journal from 
May 15th as before. W e shall print 3,000 copies, and we guarantee that every 
copy will be sent but.' Our rates for advertisements are the lowest in the market, 
and considering the large circulation, we have no doubt cannot be beaten.

For all running advertisements due allowance will be made for the unexpired 
time; and every advertiser will have the option of continuing his advertisement 
>on the new lines, which we have not the slightest fear will be of very great benefit 
to one and all. .

PAGE. ONCE. 3 TIMES. 6 TIMES. 12 times.
1 30/- 27/- . . 22/6 20/-

i 18/- 16/6 13/6 12/-
.14 10/- 9/- 7/6 6/6
1

6/- 5/6 4/6 4/-

- No smaller advertisement than  ̂ page taken. Private Advertisements, will 
remain the same as formerly, viz., 6 words for Id. Business Cards 5/per annum.

• ■  The Outside and Inside Pages o f the Cover by private arrangements.

Monthly Issue— 3,000 Gopies Guaranteed.
Printer’s Certificate ean.be seen at the Office.

Printed byfthe “ Wiltshire Coanty Mirror and Express" Co., Ltd., Canal, Salisbury, and
Publ.shed by the Proprietor, W i l l i a m  B rown, St. Thomas’ Square, Salisbury.
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P h i l a t e l i c  J o u r n a l  o k  G r e a t  B r i t a i n — J u n e  15, 1898.

P ER IO D IC A L S A LES  BY A U C T IO N  OF ■

M e s s r s . VENTOM, BULL &  COOPER,
(Who originated them in this Country) at the

St. M artin's Town H all, Charing Cross, S. W.

Messrs. VENTOM, BULL & COOPER beg to announce that their last Sale 
of the season will take place on JUNE 10th, 1898.

J U N E  16th.— A  very Fine Selection of British, Foreign, and Colonial Postage Stamps,
including the following rarities :•*-

C eylon, 1/9, green ; and 64 c., brown, perf. 14 x 12%, very rare.
Natal, 1st issue, 1/-, buff, fine.
Barbados, clean cut perf., id., blue,unused, perf. i2>£ ; 6d., orange, in mint state ; 

id. on half 5/- a fine pair.
St . V incent, perf. 14, 4d., blue, unqsed, 5/- wmk. star, unused.
New Zealand, wmk. Star, id., red, rouletted and unused.
A fine lot of unused V ictorians, including first id., and 2d. (2).
G reat Britain , 2d., without lines, an unused block of 12.
Labuan, provl., 6, in red, on 16 c., blue. _
New Brunswick, 6d., yellow, unused. '
St. C hristopher, wmk. C and C A , id., lilac-rose, unused.
ViRtilN Islands, perf. 15, 6d., rose, unused, and 1 /- on blue paper.
St . Lucia, 1/-, red-brown, used, 2.
Newfoundland, i/-, orange.
S ierra Leone, wmk. C and CA, 4d., blue, unused.
Cape Woodblocks.
British Columbia, i dollar, green, used.
Sydney V iews, collections, rare entires, etc.

Messrs. V . B. &  C. beg to announce that their dates of Sales for the ensuing season will appear
shortly in the “  London Philatelist.”

These Sales are attended by all the principal known Collectors and Dealers, and afford the l>cst means of dis
using of collections and rarities, the prices obtained being most satisfactory to owners. It is advisable that 
Owners desirous of obtaining special days of sale should communicate as early as possible, as the dates are being 
rapidly fdted up.

Owing to the large number of applications that the Auctioneers receive from America and the Continent for 
their Catalogues, these are issued, when practicable, one month before the date of sale. In order to facilitate 
this arrangement, owners intending to include Stamps should forward them at the earliest possible moment. 
The greatest care is requisite in the preparation of these Catalogues, so that a correct and comprehensive des
cription of the Stamps may be given.

— Valuationa Made i f Required. —

A D V A N C E S  M A D E  ON C O L L E C T IO N S  B E N D IN G  R E A L IZ A T IO N  IF D E S IR E D .

Catalogues of all Sales and Term s can be had on application to

Messrs. Ventom , B u ll &  Cooper,
(.Philatelic Department), 35, Old Jewry, London, E .C .

Telegraphic Address “ Ventom,” London. Telephone Number, 5076 Bank.
ESTABLISH ED 1761.



P h i l a t e l i c  Jo u r n a l  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .— J u n e  15. 1898.

THE PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN
' TOGETHER WITH THE GRATIS SUPPLEMENT

The Philatelic  Re v ie w  of Re v i e w s ,
Is the largest, cheapest, and best Philatelic Journal published in the English language.

Specimen copy gratis and post free.

Subscription 2s. Gd. per annum to any part of the world,
Single Copies 3d. each.

This M agazine won the 1st Bronze Medal at the Paris Philatelic Exhibition, 1892 ; Silver Medal, 
Paris, 1894; Diploma, Milan, 1894; and Diploma for the B E S T  P H IL A T E L IC  JO U R N A L  

P U B L IS H E D , at San Antonio, T exas, U .S .A ., 1895.

All Subscriptions for the Journal Commence with the JANUARY N umber.

Prices o f  Complete Volumes o f the Journal and bmk numbers:
Volume 4, 5, or 6, unbound ................

s.
...  6

d.
0 post free

3.
6

d.
6

Cover and Index for each Volume ... ... 1 6 „ T 9
Index alone „ , ... 
♦ Volume 1 (quite out of print), bound ...

... 0 2 „ O 2 'A

... 25 0 post free 25 6
Volume 2 and 3, b o u r . i ............................ ... ro 6 „ 1 I 0

„  „  unbound .;. ... ... S 6 „ 9 0
Volume 4, 5, or 6, bound............................ ... 8 6 „ 9 0
B ack numbers of the Journal can be supplied at the following ra tes:—

Nos. 4, 5* 8, 9, 11 and 12, 16, 17, iS, 20, 21, 24, 34, 36, at 1/- each. Nos. 2, 10, 15, 19, 26, 29, 
at 9d. each. All others (except 3, 6, 14, 35, ■ which are quite out o f  print), at 6d. each.

* Only 0 x1 0  op two Copie* leftt

A ddress for T elegrams : “  BROWN, V I L L E T T E ,  SALISBURY.’
T h e  Price of Single Copies is raised to Sixpence one month after publication.

IR cvise t) X i s t  o f  a g e n t s .
The following are the accredited List of Agents for the P.J.G.R. Advertiser, to whom 

all Subscriptions and Advertisements may be sent.
The Jouhxai, can be ordered through all book- 

tellers and stationers throughout the Kingdom.
Correspondents not being able to obtain the paper 

through their local Newsagent, should at once com
municate with the Publisher.

LONDON OFFICE OF THE “ P .J .C .B .”
Messrs. R I L E Y  &  N IS S E N ,

106, High Holborn, London.

LONDON AGEN TS.
Wholesale :

S IM P K IN , M A R S H A L L , H A M IL T O N , 
K E N T  &  C o., Ltd., Stationers’ Hall Court. 

Jteiail :
F. R. G in:*. 143, Strand. W.C.
W. Hadlow, 331, Strand 
H. R. S hiklls, Little Britaio 
K imnedt & Co., 39, Hart Mreet, New Oxford Street 
Matthews A Co., 14, Aldersgate street 
A. W illiams, 89a , Chancery Lane 
HARROW—G. N. C oon , High Street 
LEEDS— W. T eammlk W ilson, Philatelic Press 

Agent, 17, Reservoir Street, Leeds 
Skipwjth A Co.. Alhion St eet.
LIVERPOOL—T atlor Bros., 87, Lord Street 
LEAMINGTON SPA— B. C. P. Walters, The 

Midland Stamp Depot, 7, Spencer Street 
H AN LEY. STAFFS.—S. A Wood, Regent House 
SCOTLAND : Glasgow— Mr. Robust S. Grat, 

‘ •Scottish Philatelic Press Agency,” 313, Went 
Campbell Street.

MANCHESTER—H. Rance, 11, Sugar Lane. 
Edinburgh—Mr. I’. M ace at, 34 Frederick Street.

C A N A D A —E. Y . Pakkkii, 457, Euclid Avenue, 
Toronto

UNITED STATES—Sole Agent: W. F. Ghkgoky, 
Room 4, 71, Nassau Street, N ew  York 

BELGIUM—E. L intelo, lidbis, UueRenkin, Brussels 
Mdlle. H GtsyflEKB, 102. Rue des Remouleurs.Gand 

DENM ARK—1Tit. .1. Anthoni-kn, Esbjerg 
AUS'l RIA—L eop. Pollack, Trieste, Austria 
GERM AN Y—J. Lossac, K1 Burslah, 4, Hamburg 
FRANCE-Sole Agent for Paris: Le Philateliste 

I’arisien, 25. Avenue d’Orleans 
GREECE—Mylonas F hkiikm, Academy Str., 17a, 

Athens
INDIA—Bom bat Philatelic Co., 37, Hornby Road, 

Fort, Bombay •
Calcutta Stamp Co., 62/1 Bentinck Street, Calcutta 

AUSTRIA—Lkop. Pollack, Trieste 
[ SW ITZERLAND—Messrs C hamfion&Co., Bollard, 

3, Geneva
M ALTA—L uigi C ai.leua, 34, Strada Tesoreria,

1 Valletta
PORTUGAL—Mm Mattok, k  Cib, Rua Nova da 

I Piedade, 47, Lisbon
N A T A L—A. C. G riffik, Audit Oftice, Pietermarita- 

1 burg
TRANSVAAL— Patirson & Co., P.O. Bor, 3286,

I Johannesburg.
, M AURITIUS—E m il* ‘BAriitE, Port Louis 

VEN EZU ELA—F. E. Harwood, A part ado, 68, 
Caracas

NORTH GERMANY—T. A. V erkrcze.v, St. G.
I Neuestras.se, 61, Hamburg 

HOLLAND—J. Fohtljn, Stationsweg, 14, Rotter
dam .

PERU— M essrs. W illiams it Co., Camilla 98!i, I,im. 
WEST IN DIES—W. C. P rocdkoot, P.O. Boa 11, 

Kingston, S t V  ncent.



P h i l a t e l i c  Jo u r n a l  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .— J u n e  15, 1898.

SEE O U R  .

1^* JSeiu Xxist of |3tamf:>s
At J^d., id., ij^d. and 2d. each,

IN THIS MONTH’S ADVERTISER.
A LSO  L IS T  OF C H E A P SETS.

W. BROWN, St. Ihomas’ Square,
SALISBURY.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

<QLo ©u& A d v e rtise rs .
For some time now we have had complaints from our Subscribers, that the 

size of the Advertiser was not suitable for binding, and that the present prices of 
ordinary stamps could not be referred to on that account in later years.

W e have written to a large number of our Subscribers whether this com
plaint be justified. About 75 per cent, of the answers received from our Sub
scribers state that they used to bind the advertisements with the Journal and 
thus had every year a record of all the current offers and prices. Our advertisers 
say also that they thought the readers would be more likely to look at advertise
ments if they were interspersed in the reading matter.

W e have therefore decided to cease the issue of the Advertiser as a separate 
paper on April 15th and to begin printing it the same size as the Journal from 
May 15th as before. W e shall print 3,000 copies, and we guarantee that every 
copy will be sent out. Our rates for advertisements are the lowest in the market, 
and considering the large circulation, we have no doubt cannot be beaten.

For all running advertisements due allowance will be made for the unexpired 
time, and every advertiser will have the option of continuing his advertisement 
on the new lines, which we have not the slightest fear will be of very great benefit 
to one and all.

PAGE. ONCE. 3- TIMES. 6  TIM ES. 12 TIM ES.
1 30/- 27/- 2 2 /6 2 0 / -

i 18/- 1B/G 13/6 1 2 / -
i 1 0 / - 9/- 7/6 6 / 6

i 6 / - 5/6 4 /6 4/-

No smaller advertisement than £ page taken. Private Advertisements, will 
remain the same as formerly, viz., 6 words for Id. Business Cards 5/per annum.

The Outside and Inside Pages o f the'Cover by private arrangements.

Monthly Issue— 3,000 Copies Guaranteed.
Printer’s Certificate can be seen at the Office. .

Printed byfthe “ Wiltshire County Mirror and Express" Co., Ltd., Canal. Salisbury, and
Publ.shed by the Proprietor, W illiam Drown, St. Thomas' Square, Salisbury



L ondon R etail  :— Messrs, Riley & Nissen* 106, High Holborn, London.
L ondon W h o lesale  :— Simpkin, Marshall Hamilton, Kent & Co., Limited, Stationer# Hal! Court.



P h i l a t e l i c  J o u r n a l  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .— J u n e  15, 1898.

S E E  O U R *

IW* S o u  Exist of ^tam ()s
At }4 d,, id., i>£d. and 2d. each,

IN THIS MONTH’S ADVERTISER.
ALSO  L IST O F C H E A P SETS.

W. BROWN, St. Thomas’ Square, 
SALISBURY.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

‘§£0 ©ii£ A d v e rtise rs .
For Borne time now we have had complaints from our Subscribers, that the 

size of the Advertiser was not suitable for binding, and that the present prices of 
ordinary stamps could not be referred to on that account in later years.

We have written to a large number of our Subscribers whether this com
plaint be justified. About 75 per cent, of the answers received from our Sub
scribers state that they used to bind the advertisements with the Journal and 
thus had every year a record of all the current offers and prices. Our advertisers 
say also that they thought the readers would be more likely to look at advertise
ments if they were interspersed in the reading matter.

W e have therefore decided to cease the issue of the Advertiser as a separate 
paper on April 15th and to begin printing it the same? size as the Journal from 
May 15th as before. We shall print 3,000 copies, and we guarantee that every 
copy will be sent out. Our rates for advertisements are the lowest in the market, 
and considering the large circulation, we have no doubt cannot be beaten.

For all running advertisements due allowance will be made for the unexpired 
time, and every advertiser will have the option of continuing his advertisement 
on the new lines, which we have not the slightest fear will be of very great benefit 
to one and all.

PAGE. ONCE. 3 . TIMES. 6 TIMES. 12 TIMES.
1 3 0 / - 2 7 / - 2 2 /6 2 0 / .
i 1 8 /- 1 6 /6 1 3 /6 1 2 /-
i 1 0 /- 9 / - 7 /6 6 /6

4 6 / - 5 /6 4/6 4 / '

No smaller advertisement than  ̂page taken. Private Advertisements, will 
remain the same as formerly, viz., 6 words for Id. Business Cards 5/per annum.

The Outside and Inside Pages o f the'Cover by private arrangements.

Monthly Issue— 3,000 Oopies Guaranteed.
Printer’s Certificate can be seen at the Office. .

Printed bytthe “ Wiltshire County Mirror and Express" Co., Ltd., Canal, Salisbury, and
Publ.shed by the Proprietor, W illiam B rown, St. Thomas' Square, Salisbury
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L ondon R e t a il  :— Messrs. Riley & Nissen, 106, High Holborn, London.
London Wholesale :— Simpkin, Marshall Hamilton, Kent & Co., Limited* Stationers Hall Court,
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/  P h i l a t e l i c  J o u r n a l  o k  G r e a t ’ B r i t a i n .— J u l y  15 , 1898.

M e s s r s . VENTOM, BULL & COOPER,
{Who originated them in this Country) at the

St. M artin's Town H all, Charing Cross, S. W.

Messrs. VENTOM, BULL & COOPER beg to announce that their Dates of 
Sales for the ensuing Season will be as under :

-  1 8 9 8 .  -
S E P T E M B E R  29th and 30th.'

O C T O B E R  13th and 14th, 27th and 28th.

N O V E M B E R  10th and nth, 24th and 25th.

D E C E M B E R  8th and 9th.

-  1 8 9 9 .  -
JA N U A R Y 5th and 6th, 19th and 20th.

F E B R U A R Y  2nd and 3rd, 16th and 17th.

MARCH 2nd and 3rd, 16th and 17th.

A P R IL  6th and 7th, 20th and 21st. ’

MAY 4th and 5th, 25th and 26th.

J U N E  8th and 9th.

These Sales are attended by all the principal known Collectors and Dealers, and afford the best means of dis
posing of collections and rarities, the prices obtained being most satisfactory to owners. It is advisable that 
Owners desirous of obtaining special days of sale should communicate as early as possible, as the dates are being 
rapidly filled up.

Owing to the large number of applications that the Auctioneers receive from America and the Continent for 
their Catalogues, these are issued, when practicable, cne month before the date of sale. In order to facilitate 
this arrangement, owners intending to include Stamps should forward them at the earliest possible moment. 
The greatest care is requisite in the preparation of these Catalogues, so that a correct and comprehensive des
cription of the Stamps may be given.

- - Valuations Made if Required. —

‘ A D V A N C E S  M ADE ON C O L L E C T IO N S  P E N D IN G  R EA LIZ ATIO N  IF D ESIR ED .

Catalogues of all Sales and Terms can be had on application to

Messrs- Yentom , B u ll &  Cooper,
(Philatelic Department) ,  35, Old Jewry , London, E .C .

Telegraphic Address “ VENTOM,” London,
ESTABLISH ED 1761.

Telephone Number, .5076 Bank.



P h i l a t e l i c  Jo u r n a l  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n — J u l y  15, 1898.

THE PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN
TOGETHER WITH THE GRATIS SUPPLEMENT

T he Ph ilatelic  Re v ie w  of Re v i e w s ,
Is the largest, cheapest, and best Philatelic Journal published in the English language.

Specimen copy gratis and post free.

Subscription 2s. 6d. per annum to any part of the world,
Single Copies 3d. each.

T his M agazine won the 1st Bronze Medal at the Paris Philatelic Exhibition, 1892 ; Silver Medal, 
Paris, 1891; Diploma, Milan. 1891; and Diploma for the B E S T  P H IL A T E L IC  JO U R N A L  

- P U B L IS H E D , a t San Antonio, T exas, U .S .A ., 1895.

All Subscriptions for the Journal Commence with the JANUARY Number.
Prices o f  Complete Volumes o f  the Journal and back numbers:

s. a. s. <1.
Volume 4, 5, or 6, unbound ... ... ... 6 0 post free 6 6
Cover and Index for each Vo me ... ... 1 6 „ 1 9
Index alone , ... ... 0 2 » 0 2
"Volum e I (quite ou; o f print), bound ... ... 25 0 post free 25 6
Volume 2 and 3, b o u r . i ............................ ... 10 6 „ 11 0

„ „  u n boc’ d ................ ... 8 6 „ 9 0
Volume 4, 5, or 6, bound............................ ... 8 6 „ 9 0
Back numbers of the Journal can be supplied at the following ra tes:—

Nos. 4, 5, 8, 9, 11 and 12, 16, 17, 18, 20, 2t, 24, 34, 36, at 1/- each. Nos. 2, 10, 15, 19, 26, 29, 
at 9<1 each. All others (except 3, 6, 14, 35, which are quite out o f  print), at 6d. each.

* Only one on two Coplea left.

A ddress for T elegrams : “  BROWN, V1LLETTE, SALISBURY.’
T h e Price of Single Copies is raised to Sixpence one month after publication.

IR e vise t* X i s t  o f  a g e n t s .
The following are the accredited List of Agents for the P.J.G.B. &* Advertiser, to whom 

all Subscriptions and Advertisements may be sent.
The J ournal ean be ordered through all book- 

*elle:s and stationers throughout the Kingdom.
Correspondents not being able to obtain the paper 

through their local Newsjtgent, should at once aom- 
municate with the Publisher.

tONDON OFFICE OF THE “ P .J .C .B .”
Messrs. R I L E Y  &  N IS S E N ,

106, High Holborn, Loudon.

LONDON AGEN TS.
Wholesale:

S IM P K IN , M A R S H A L L , H A M IL T O N , 
K E N T  Sl C o., Ltd,, Stationers’ Hall Court.

R etail:
F. R. Ginn, 143, Strand. W.C.
H. R. ShikllS, 75, Little Britain 
Matthews & Co.. 14, Alderagabe Street 
H A R R O W -G . N. Cogee, High Street 

.LEEDS— W. T sasdale W ilson, Philatelic Press 
Agent, 17, Reservoir Street, Leeds ,

Skipwith A Co.. Albion St eet. ”
LIVERPOOL—T ailor  Bros., 87, Lord Street 
LEAMINGTON SPA— H. C. P. Walters, The 

Midland stamp I)ep6t, 7. Spencer Street 
H AN LEY. STAFFS.—S. A Wood, Regent House 
SCOTLAND: Glasgow— Mr. Robert 8. Geat, 

“ Scottish Philatelic Press Agency,” 213, West 
Carnpbsll Street.

- MANCHESTER—H. R anch. 11, Sugar Lane.
E d in b u r g h — Mr. F. Mackat, 34 Frederick Street.

CAN AD A—E Y . Parker, 457, Euclid Avenue, 
Toronto

UNITED STATES—Pole Agent: W. F. Gregory, 
Room 4, 71, Nassau Street, New York 

BELGIUM—K. L intrlo, 66bis, RueRenkiu. Brussels 
Mdlle.H G isijuiehk. I0‘2.RuedeeRemouleurs.Gand 

DENM ARK—T h. J. A nthonisen, Esbjerg 
AUS1 RIA—L eop. l ’otlack, Trieste, Austria 
GERM ANY—J. Loss A u, K1 Burstah, 4, Hamburg 
FRANCE—Nolo Agent for Paris: Le Philateliste 

Parisien, 25, Avenue d’Orleans 
GREECE—Mylonas F rkrek, Academy 3tr., 17a, 

Athens
IN DIA—Bombat P hilytei.ic Co., 37, Hornby Road, 

Fort, Bombay
Calcutta Stamp Co., C2/1 Bentinck Street, Calcutta 

AU sTR IA—L kop. Pollack, Trieste 
SW ITZERLAND—Messrs Champion&Co.,Mollard, 

3, Geneva
MALTA—L uigi Calleca, 34 5trad* Teaoreria,

Valletta
PORTUGAL—Mm Mattob, k Cib, Rua Nova da 

Piedade, 47, Lisbon
N A T A L—A. C. G ripvik, Audit Office, Pietermariti- 

burg
TRANSVAAL— Paterson A Co., P .0 . Bor, 3286, 

•1 ohannesburg.
M AURITIUS—Emile Baeire. Port Louis 
VEN EZU ELA—F. B. Harwood, Apartado, 68, 

Caracas ■
NORTH GERMANY—T. A. V erkruzen, St. G. 

Neuestrasse, 61, Hamburg
HOLLAND—J. Fontijn, Stationoweg, 14, Rctte - 

dam.
PERU—Messrs. W illiams & Co , Casilla 989. Lim 
WEST IN DIES—W. C. Pboudkoot, P.O. B o i l  

Kingston, St. V  ncent.



P h i l a t e l i c  Jo u r n a l  of G r e a t  B r i t a i n .— J u l y  15, 1898.

SEE OUR

IN
ALSO LIST OF

fiew  Xcist o f jStamfps
At >£d., id., i#d. and 2d. each,

THIS MONTH*S ADVERTISER.
CHEAP SETS.

W. BROWN, St. Ihomas* Square,
SALISBURY.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

©ur A d v e rtise rs .
For some time now we have had complaints from our Subscribers, that the 

size of the Advertiser was not suitable for binding, and that the present prices of 
ordinary stamps could not be referred to on that account in later years.

W e have written to a large number of our Subscribers whether this com
plaint be justified. About 75 per cent, of the answers received from our Sub
scribers state that they used to bind the advertisements with the Journal and 
thus had every year a record of all the current offers and prices. Our advertisers 
say also that they thought the readers would be more likely to look at advertise
ments if they were interspersed in the reading matter.

W e have therefore decided to cease the issue of the Advertiser as a separates 
paper on April 15th and to begin printing it the same size as the Journal from 
May 15th as before. W e shall print 3,000 copies, and we guarantee that every 
copy will be sent out. Our rates for advertisements are the lowest in the market, 
and considering the large circulation, we have no doubt cannot be beaten.

Fop all running advertisements due allowance will be made for the unexpired 
time, and every advertiser will have the option of continuing his advertisement 
on the new lines, which we have not the slightest fear will be of very great benefit 
to one and all. ■ ■

PAGE. ONCE. 3 TIMES. 6  TIM ES. 12 TIM ES.
1 80/- 27/- 22/6 20/-
£ • 18/- ls/6 13/6 12/-
i 10/- «/- 7/6 6/6
l 6/- 3 /6 4/6 4/'

No smaller advertisement than £ page taken. Private Advertisements, will 
remain the same as formerly, viz., 6 words for Id. Business Cards 5/per annum.

The Outside and Inside Pages o f the Cover by private arrangements.

Monthly Issue— 3,000 Oopies Guaranteed.
Printer’s Certificate can be seen at the Office.

Printed by the “ Wiltshire County Mirror and Express" Co., Ltd., Canal, Salisbury, and
Pubi.shed by the Proprietor. W i l l i a m  B rown, St. Thomas4 Square, Salisbury
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London Wholesale :— Simpkin, Marshall Hamilton, Kept & Co., Limited, Stationers’ Hall Court. A



P h i l a t e l i c  J o u r n a l  o k  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .— A u g u s t  15 , 1898.

SEE OUR

lu st o£ |Stamps
At Hd; id., i}4d. and 3d. each,

S I E I S T T  P O S T  F R E B .
ALSO LIST OF CHEAP SETS.

W. BRO WJSf St. Ihomas* Square, 
SALISBURY.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

% o  @ur A d v e rtise rs .
For some time now we have had complaints from pur Subscribers, that the 

size of the Advertiser was not suitable for binding, and that the present prices of 
ordinary stamps could not be referred to on that account in later years.

W e have written to a large number of our Subscribers whether this com
plaint be justified. About 75 per cent, of the answers received from our Sub
scribers state that they used to bind the advertisements with the Journal and 
thus had every year a record of -all the current offers and prices. Our advertisers 
say also that they thought the readers would be more likely to look at advertise
ments if they were interspersed in the reading matter.

W e have therefore decided to cease the issue of the Advertiser as a separate
paper on April 15th and to begin printing it the same size as the Journal from
May 15th as before. W e shall print 3,000 copies, and we guarantee that every
copy will be sent out. Our rates for advertisements are the lowest in the market,
and considering the large circulation, we have no doubt cannot be beaten.

»
For all running advertisements due allowance will be made for the unexpired 

time, and every advertiser will have the option of continuing his advertisement 
on the new lines, which we have not the slightest fear will be of very great benefit 
to one and all.

PAGE. ONCE. 3 TIMES. 6  TIM ES. 12 TIMES.
1 30/- 27/- 22/6 20/-
i 18/- 16/6 13/6 12/-
i 10/- 9/- 7 /6 6/6
4 6/- 5/6 4 /6 V -

No smaller advertis°ment than £ page taken. Private Advertisements, will 
remain the same as formerly, viz., G words for Id. Business Cards 5/per annum.

The Outside and Inside Pages of the Cover by private arrangements.

Monthly Issue— 3,000 Copies Guaranteed.
Printer’s Certificate can be seen at the Office.
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THE PHBLATELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN* *
TOGETHER WITH THE GRATIS SUPPLEMENT

The Philatelic  Re v ie w  of Re v i e w s ,
v Is the largest, cheapest, and best Philatelic Journal published in the English language.

Specimen copy gratis and post free.

Subscription 2s. 6d. per annum to any part of the world,
Single Copies 3d. each.

This Magazine won the 1st Bronze Medal at the Paris Philatelic Exhibition, 1892 ; Silver Medal, 
Paris, 1891; Diploma, Milan, 1891; and Diploma for the BEST PHILATELIC JOURNAL 

PUBLISHED, at San Antonio, Texas, U.S.A., 1895.
Al l  Subscriptions for the Journal C ommence with the JANUARY N umber.

Prices of Complete Volumes of the Journal and back
S. (1. s.

Volume 4, 5, or 6, unbound ...........................  6
Cover and Index for each Volume 
Index alone , .
•Volume 1 (quite out of print), bound .
Volume 2 and 3, b o u n d ........................

„  „  unbon’ d ... .
Volume 4, 5, or 6, bound. . ..J .
Back numbers of the Journal can be supplied at the following rates :—

Nos. 4, 5, 8, 9, 11 and 12, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 24, 34, 36, at 1 /- each. Nos. 2, 10, 15, 19, 26, 29, 
at 9d. each. All others (except 3, 6, 14, 35, which are quite out of print), at 6d. each.

1
o

25
10
8
8

post free 6

post free 25
» 11
„ 9

9

numbers:
d.
6
9
2
6
o
o
o

* Only one op two Copies left*

A d d r e s s  f o r  T e l e g r a m s  : “  BROWN, VILLETTE, SALISBURY.'
The Price of Single Copies is raised to Sixpence one month after publication.

fRevnsefc X i s t  o f  a g e n t s .
The following are the accredited List of Agents for the P.J.G.B. &* Advertiser, to whom 

all Subscriptions and Advertisements may be sent.
The J o u r n a l  can be ordered through all book- 

eelleis and stationers throughout the Kingdom.
Correspondents not being able to obtain the paper 

' • through their local Newsagent, should at once com
municate with the Publisher.

LONDON OFFICE OF THE “ P .J .C .B .”  .
Messrs- R IL E Y  &  N ISSE N ,

106, High Holborn, London.

LONDON AGENTS.
Wholesale:

SIM PK IN , M A R SH A LL, H AM ILTO N , 
K E N T  &  Co., Ltd,, Stationers’ Hall Court.

R etail:
F. R. Gins. 143. Strand. W.C.
H. R. S hiells, 75, Little Britain 
M atthews 4  Co.. 14, Aldersgate Street 
H ARRO W -G . N. C ooke , High Syee* ,
L E E D S — W . T e a sd a lb  W ilson , Philatelic Press 

Agent, 17, Reservoir Street, Leeds 
S k ip w it h  A Co.. Albion St eet.
LIVERPOOL—T a y l o r  Br o s ., 37, Lord Street 
LEAMINGTON S P A -H . C. P. W a l t e r s , The 

Midland stamp Depdt, 7, Spencer Street 
H AN LEY. STAFFS.—S. A  W ood , Regent House 
SCOTLAND: G l a s g o w — Mr. R o b e r t  S. G r a t , 

‘ Scottish Philatelic Press Agency,” 213, West 
Campbell Street.

MANCHESTER—H. Ranck, 11. Sugar Lane. 
Edinburgh— Mr. F. Mack a y , 34 Frederick Street.

CAN AD A— E. Y . P a r k e r , 4,ri7, Euclid Avenue, 
Toronto

U NITED STATES—l ole Agent: W. F. G regory , 
Room 4, 71, Nassau Street, New York 

BELGIUM— E. LiNTELO,6 6 bis, RueRenkin. Brussels 
Mdlle. H G isqu ierk . 102, Rue des Remoulenrs,Gaud 

DEN M ARK—T h . J .  A n t h o n ise x , Esbjerg 
AU STRIA— L kop. P o tL A C K , Trieste, Austria 
GERM AN Y—.) L ossau , K1 Burslah, 4, Hamburg 
FRANCE—Sole Agent for Paris: Le Philatelists 

Parisien, 25. Avenne d’Orleans 
GREECE—M v lon as  F rkbes , Academy Str., 17a, 

Athens
IN D IA— Bom bay  P h il v t il ic  Co., 37, Hornby Road, 

Fort, Bombay
C alcutta  St a m p  Co., 62/1 Bentinck Street, Calcutta 

AUSTRIA—L e o p . P o l l a c k , Trieste 
SW ITZERLAND— Messrs C h a m f io n A C o., Mollard, 

3. Geneva
M ALTA—L u igi C a ll e c a , 34. Strada Tesoreria, 

Valletta
P u R iU G A L —Mm Mattos, & Cie, Rua Nova da 

Piedade, 47, Lisbon
N A T A L—A. C. G r if f in , Audit Office, Pietermaritx- 

burg
TRANSVAAL— P aterson  4, Co., P.O. Box, 3286, 

Johannesburg. .
MAURITIUS—E m ile  B a zib k , Port Louis 
VEN EZU ELA—F. K. H a r w o o d , Apartado, 68, 

Caracas
NORTH G ER M AN Y-T. A. V erk r u ze n , St. G. 

Neuestraase, 61, Hamburg
HOLLAND—J. F o n t ijn , Stationsweg, 14, Rotter

dam. '
PERU—M essrs . W il l ia m s  4  Co , Casilla 989. Lim 
WEST IN D IES—W. C. P houdfoot, P.O. Bot 1 

Kingston, St. V  ncent.
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MANCHESTER PHILATELIC AUCTIONS.
: -̂---------1 rme l --------------------------  t

F IR S T  SA L E , 15 th  September, at th e  G R A N D  H O TEL, 
at 6 o ’c lo ck  in  the E ven in g. .

COLLECTORS wishing to include lots in this Sale should Bend1 them at once 
as we are filling up very fast. W e have already received for disposal a large 

private collection the property of a Birmingham gentleman, which includes 
Mauritius large fillet in superb condition. This stamp was sold'five years ago 
for £38 at one of Messrs. Ventom, Bull & Cooper’s sales. The collection also 
includes sheets of Nevis, &c., &c. W e  have also received several very good lots 
from the Continent. The last day for sending in lots is the 18th instant.

Those who wish to receive our Catalague regularly please notify us per Post Card.
T E R M S : 10 per cent, on ordinary lots, but only7 ^  per cent, on single stamps selling for 

;£i; or more. Lots not sold or bought in 1 /- each. Highest references given.

TO ADVERTISERS.
Our Catalogues will be sent all over the world and will reach Collectors who are not in the 

habit of receiving the ordinary Philatelic Papers. You cannot fail to benefit by an advertisement 
in them. Terms :— Full Page, 20/- ; Half-page, 12/6 ; Quarter Page, 7/6.

O ur Motio “  Fair treatment and Prom pt Settlements.”

O S T A R A  D A R L O W ,
18.  P I C C A D I L L Y ,  M A N C H E S T E R .

-  W I T M  -

Special New Issue Packet for August
CONTAINS 50 VARIETIES,

Including Sudan (Camel) (2), Portugal Vasco de Gama, Africa, Azores, Madeira, Portuguese India, 
Timor, Macau, Sierra Leone, Porto Rico, Nicaragua 1896, Official and Postage due, Salvador 1896, 
and Official, Barbados Jubilee, United States, Omatra, Canada Jubilee, Canada 1898, 1, 2, 3, 5, and
8c., Niger Coast, Mauritius, Mexico, Sweden, Queensland, Haiti, German China, Spain War Tax, 
Transvaal (2), Peru, Ceylon Service, Newfoundland. .

S5 sss. post l’jfc-*1-.

This Packet contains no Stamps issued previous to 1896. . , .

W . B R O W N ,

St. Thomas1 Square, Salisbury.

Printed by [the u Wiltshire County Mirror and Express'* Co., Ltd., Canal, Salisbury, and
Pub) .shed by the Proprietor, W i l u a m  B rown, St. Thomas' Square, Salisbury
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PERIODICAL SALES BY AUCTION OF

S t

M e s s r s .

M artin's

H ELD  BY

VENTOM, BULL & COOPER,
(Who originated them in this Country) at the

Town H all, Charing Cross, S.

Messrs. .VENTOM, BULL & COOPER beg to announce that their Dates of 
Sales for the ensuing Season -will be as under :

-  1 8  9  8 .  -
S E P T E M B E R  29th and 30th.
O C TO B E R  13th and 14th, 27th and 28th.
N O V E M B E R  10th and n th , 24th and 25th.
D E C E M B E R  8th and 9th.

-  1 8 9 9 .  -
. JA N U A R Y  5th and 6th, 19th and 20th.
* ' F E B R U A R Y  2nd and 3rd, 16th and 17th.

M ARCH  2nd and 3rd, 16th and 17th.
A P R IL  6th and 7th, 20th and 21st.
M A Y 4th and 5th, 25th and 26th.
JU N E  8th and 9th.

SEPTEMBER 20th and 3 0 th .-A  very fine PRIVATE COLLECTION, including
the following rarities

New Brunswick, 6d. yellow and 1/- violet unused, with full gum, in mint state ; halves of 3d. and 
1 /-. used together on piece as 7j£a. ; half of 3d , used on entire, with 6d. yellow. Natal, tst issue, id. 
blue, very fine, horizontal strip of three ; s/- buff (two) ; 3d. blue, wmk. star, imperf. and unused. 
Mauritius, Post Paid, id. vermilion, earliest stale of plate, and 2d blue. Cape of Good Hope, wood
blocks, including fine id. British Central Africa, 1895 issue, complete, up to and including £25, unused. 
India, J â. red unused ; 4 as. blue and red, an unused block of four. Ceylon, %d. lilac on blue paper, 
unused, with full gum. British Guiana, 1st issue, 12c. blue ; and a fine lot of the 1862 provl , ic., 2c., 
and 4c. Nevis, 1/- yellow-green, unused, variety, with cross. Trinidad, 6d. green, imperforate and 
unused, lithos, etc. New South W ales, a very fine lot of id , 2d., and 3d. Sydney Views, Laureateds, 
etc. Queensland, 1st issue, 2d. blue, imperforate, use 1 on entire (two). Western Australia, 6d. 
bronze, very fine ; i860, 6d. sage-green, unused. A fine lot of rare German Envelopes, and many others.

CATALOGUES MAY BE HAD ON APPLICATION.

Sales are attended by all the principal known Collectors and Dealers, and afford the best means of disposing 
collections and rarities, the prices obtained being most satisfactory to owners. It is advisable that owners 
desirous of obtaining special days of sale should communicate as early as possible, as the dates are being rapidly 
filled upi.

Owing to the large number of applications that the Auctioneers receive from America and the Continent for 
their Catalogues, these are issued, when practicable, one month before the date of sale. In order to facilitate 
this arrangement, owners intending to include Stamps should forward them at the earliest possible moment. 
The greatest cate is requisite in,the preparation of these Catalogues, so that a correct and comprehensive des
cription of the Stamps may be given.

— Valuations Mado If Requirad. —

A D V A N C E S  M ADE ON C O LL E C T IO N S P E N D IN G  R E A LIZATIO N  IF D E SIR E D .

Catalogues of all Sales and Terms can be had on application to

Messrs- Yen tom, B u ll &  Cooper,
Philatelic Department), 35, Old Jewry, London, E.C.

Telegraphic Address “ VENTOM,” London. Telephone Number, 5076 Bank.
ESTABLISH ED 1761.
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THE PHILATELIC JOURHAL OF CREAT BRITAIN
TOGETHER WITH THE GRATIS SUPPLEMENT

The Philatelic  Re v ie w  of Re v i e w s ,
Is the’ largest, cheapest, and best Philatelic Journal published in the English language.

Specimen copy gratis and post free.

Subscription 2s. 6d. per annum to any part of the world,
Single Copies 3d. each.

This Magazine won the 1st Bronze Medal at the Paris Philatelic Exhibition, 1802 ; Silver Medal. 
Paris, 1894; Diploma, Milan, 1804; and Diploma for the B E S T  P H IL A T E L IC  JO U R N AL 

P U B LISH E D , at San Antonio, Texas, U .S.A., 1895. _

All  Subscriptions for the Journal Commence with the JANUARY Number, 
Prices of Complete Volumes of the Journal and back numbers:

s.
6
1
o

25
10
8
8

post free

post free

6
1
o

25
11
9
9

d.
6
9
2 #
6
o
o
o

Volume 4, 5, or 6, unbound ...
Cover and Index for each Volume 
Index alone ,, ,
•Volume 1 (quite out of print), bound
Volume 2 and 3, b o u r . i ...............

„  „  unbon'd ...
Volume 4, 5, or 6, bound... ...
Back numbers of the Journal can be supplied at the following rates :—

Nos. 4, 5, 8, 9, 11 and 12, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 24, 34, 36, at 1/- each. Nos. 2, 10, 15, 19, 26, 29, 
at 9J. each. All others (except 3, 6, 14, 35, "which are quite out o f  print), at 6d. each.

* Only one or two Copies loft.

A ddress for T elegrams : “  BROWN, VILLETTE, SALISBURY.’
The Price of Single Copies is raised to Sixpence one month after publication.

IRewsefc X t s t  o f  a g e n t s .
The following are the accredited List of Agents for the P .J .G .B . <&•* A dvertiser, to whom 

all Subscriptions and Advertisements may be sent.
The Journal can be ordered through all book

sellers and stationers throughout the Kingdom.
Correspondents not being able to obtain the paper 

through their local Newsagent, should at once com
municate with the Publisher.

LONDON OFFICE OF THE “ P .J .C .B .”
Messrs. R IL E Y  &  N IS S E N ,

106, High Holborn, London.

LONDON AGENTS.
Wholesale:

SIM P K IN , M A R SH A L L , H AM ILTO N , 
K E N T  &  Co., Ltd,, Stationers’ Hall Court.

R etail :
F. R. G in s . 143, Strand, W.C.
H. R. S hiells, 75, Little Britain 
M atthews A Co.. 14, Aldersgate *• treet 
H A R R O W - G. N. Cook*, High Street 
LEEDS— W. T easdalb W ilson, Philatelic Press 

Agent, 17, Reservoir Street, Leeds 
Skip  with A. 1 o., Albion Sleet.
LIVERPOOL—T aylor Bros., 87, Lord Street 
LEAMINGTON SPA—B. C. P. W a l t b r s , The 

Midland btamp Depdt, 7, Spenoer Street 
H A N LE Y, STAFFa.—8. A. Wood, Regent House 
SC O TLA N D : Glasgow— Mr. R obert 8. Gray, 

"Scottish Philatelic Press Agency,”  313, Weet 
Campb?ll Street.

MANCHESTER— H. Ranck, 11. Sugar Lane. 
Edinburgh—Mr. F. M a c k a t ,  S4 Frederick Street.

CAN AD A—E. Y . P arker, 457, Euclid Avenue, 
Toronto

UNITED STATES—Foie Agent: W. F. G regory, 
Room 4, 71, Nassau Street, New York 

BELGIUM— E. L istelo, liGbis, RueRenkin. Brussels 
Mdlle.H Hisquif.re, 102,Ruedes Remouleurs,Gand 

DEN M ARK—T h. J. A nthonihkn, Esbjerg 
AU STRIA— L eop. P ollack, Trieste, Austria 
G ER M AN Y—J. L ossau, K 1 Burslah, 4, Hamburg 
FRANCE— Sole Agent for Paris: Le Philateliste 

Parisian, 25, Avenne d’Orleans 
GREECE— M ylonas F reres, Academy Str., 17a, 

Athens
IN DIA— Bombay Philatelic Co., 37, Hornby Road, 

Fort, Bombay .
Calcutta Stamp C o., 62/1 Bentinck Street, Calcutta 

AU&TRIA—L eop. P ollack, Trieste 
SW ITZERLAND— Messrs CHAMPiON&Co.,MoUard, 

3 Gppovft
MALTA—L uigi C allica , 34, Strada Tesoreria, 

Valletta
PORI U G A L —M m. M attos, k  C ie, Rua Nova da 

Piedade, 47, Lisbon
N ATAL— A. C. Grip pin, Audit Office, PietermariU-

TRANSVAAL— Paterson ft Co., P.O. Box, 3286, 
Johannesburg. .

M AURITIUS—E milb Razirb, Port Louis 
VEN EZU ELA—F. E. H arwood, Apartado, 68, 

Caracas
NORTH GERMANY—T. A. V erk b u ze n , S t G. 

Neuestraase, 61, Hamburg
HOLLAND—J. Fohtijn, Stationsweg, 14, Rotter

dam.
PERU—M essrs . W il l ia m s  ft C o , Casilla 989, Lim 
WEST IN D IE S -W . C. Proudfoot, P.O. Box 1 

Kingston, S t  V  ncent. .
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PERIODICAL SALES BY AUCTION OF POSTACE STAMPS
IN MANCHESTER.

Messrs. Ostara & Darlow’s Second Sale w il l  be held 
at the Grand Hotel, Manchester, on T h u rsd ay  the 20th 

O cto b er n e x t at 5.30 o ’c lo c k  in  th e evening.
LOTS MUST BE IK  B T  SEPTEM BER 26th.

Sale filling up very fast. Collections and Lots coining in from all parts of the
Philatelic World.

I f  you want to dispose of your stamps to the best advantage send them to us, and at once.

Other Sales on N O V E M B E R  17th & D E C E M B E R  15th.
Catalogues ready three weeks prior to the Sale.

ONLY GOOD STAMPS &  COLLECTIONS W ANTED.
The 8tamps for each Sale will be on View 8 days prior to the Sale at 18, Piccadilly, 

Manchester, and on the Day of Sale, at the Grand Hotel, Manchester, from 2 to 5.30 p.m. 
NOTICE.—Buyers who are unable to attend the Sale, may forward their bids by post to 

the Auctioneer, and may rely on receiving honorable treatment.
ALL ENQUIRES AND COMMUNICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED

O S T A R A  &  D A R L O W ,
18, P I C C A D I L L Y ,  M A N C H E S T E R .

-  * i r »  —

Special New Issue Packet for August
CONTAINS 50 VARIETIES,

Including Sudan (Camel) (2), Portugal Vasco de Gama, Africa, Azores, Madeira, Portuguese India, 
Timor, Macau, Sierra Leone, Porto Rico, Nicaragua 1896, Official and Postage due, Salvador 1896, 
and Official, Barbados Jubilee, United States, Omatra, Canada Jubilee, Canada 1898, 1, 2, 3, 5, and
8c., Niger Coast, Mauritius, Mexico, Sweden, Queensland, Haiti, German China, Spain War Tax, 
Transvaal (2), Peru, Ceylon Service, Newfoundland.

^afice SSs. post fjroo*

This Packet contains no Stamps issued previous to 1896. . * .

W. B R O W N ,

St, Thomas’ Square, Salisbury.

Printed by the " Wiltshire County Mirror and Express" Co., Ltd., Canal, Salisbury, and
Publ.shed by the Proprietor, W ill ia m  B rown, St. Thomas' Square, Salisbury)
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PERIODICAL MUD BY AUGTIOIt OF

Messrs.
St. M artin's

H ELD  BY

VENTOM, BULL & COOPER,
(Who originated them in this Country) at the

Town H a ll’ Charing Cross, S. W.

Messrs. VENTOM, BULL & COOPER beg to announce that their Dates of 
. Sales for the ensuing Season w ill be as under :

SEPTEMBER 20th and 30th.—A  very fine PR IV ATE COLLECTION,

-  1 8 9 8 .  -  -  1 8 9 9 .  -
O C T O B E R  27th and 28th. JA N U A R Y  5th and 6th, 19th and 2o‘.h.
N O V E M B E R  10th and nth, 24th and 25th. F E B R U A R Y  2nd and 3rd, 16th and 17th. 
D E C E M B E R  8th and 9th. M AKCH  2nd and 3rd, 16th and 17th.

A P R IL  6th and 7th, 20th and 21st.
M A Y  4th and 5th, 25th and 26th.
JU N E  8th and 9th.

October 28 and 29. A  fine collection including the following rarrities. Great Britian,- a fine lot of various 
issues, unused and imperforate, including 5/-, 10/-, £ i  brown and £  I green, all with full gum, Baden, 3kr., 
small perf., unused, Denmark 1st issue, 2rbs, blue, 4rbs., light brown,, 8 and 16 sk., rouletted, etc., all in 
mint state ; Malta, 4d. brown, an unusual imperforrte pair ; Cyprus, 1st issue, 6d. grey, an entire unused 
sheet, and fine unused blocks of later issues ; Malta, J£d. on bluish, and unused block of 4 in mint state ; 
Naples, J£t. blue cross ; Oldenburg, 1st issue unused, 2nd issue '/jtd. sgr, unused, Spain, 1851, 2 reales 
unused with gum, 1852-53, 2 rls., Sweden 17 ore grey ; Switzerland, the double Geneva, the envelope stamp 
cut out, used on piece ; Basle, 2^r.; Vaud, 4c. and 5c, (unused), Winterthur. Neafchatel, MoLavia, 1st issue 
27 paras ; Cape of Good Hope, woodblocks, id. and 4d. unused and used ; Gold Coast, 20/- green and red 
unused ; Barbados, id. on half 5/- ; Nevis, 1 /- blue-green, imperf. and unused, 6d. green unused ; St. Vincent 
1 /- rose, unused with gum ; Trinidad, a very fine lot of the lithographed issue ; Virgin Islands,, perf. 15, 6d. 
rose, unused, 1/- single lined border, unused ; United States, Justice, 90c., Periodicals ic. to 6100, used; 
Canada, iod. blue, unused; Newfoundland, 4d. carmine, unused, 1 /- carmine, 6d. orange, unused ; New 
Brunswick, 6d. yellow, unused with gum, 1 /- violet ; Antioquia, 1st issue, -2^c. blue, unused, 5c. green and 

*IOc. lilac ; British Guiana, 1862, provisionals, a fine lot of ic. and 4c , 1863, perf. 15, 6c. and 24c., unused, 
full gum ; Buenos Ayres, 5 pesos yellow (2 shades) ; Tasmania, id. blue, unused, 1859-70 issues, a fine lot of 
unused ; a very fine lot of unused Qutenslands, Victorias (including 5/- blue and yellow with full gum), and 
Western Ausnralia’s (including 1st issue 2d. and 6d ) and many others.

Sales are attended by all the principal known Collectors and Dealers, and afford the best means of disposing 
collections and rarities, the prices obtained being most satisfactory to owners. It is advisable that owners 
desirous of obtaining special days of sale should communicate as early as possible, as the dates are being rapidly 
filled up.

Owing to the large number of applications that the Auctioneers receive from America.and the Continent for 
their Catalogues, these are issued, when practicable, one month before the date of sale. In order to facilitate 
this arrangement, owners intending to include Stamps should forward them at the earliest possible moment. 
The greatest caie is requisite in the preparation of these Catalogues, so that a correct and comprehensive des
cription of the Stamps may be given. ,

— Valuations Made IV Required, —

A D V A N C E S M ADE ON C O LL E C TIO N S P E N D IN G  R E A LIZ A T IO N  I F D E SIR E D .

Catalogues of all Sales and Terms can be had on application to

Messrs. Yentom , B u ll &  Cooper,
(Philatelic Department), 35, Old Jewry, London, E.C.

Telegraphic Addiess “ V e n t o m ,” London. Telephone Number, 5076 Bank.
ESTABLISH ED 1761.
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MESSRS. OSTARA & DARLOW
B eg to announce that they will hold a PHt ^r.t’E L IC  A U CTIO N  in BIRM IN GH AM  at the 
G R A N D  H O T E L , on T H U R S D A Y  3rd N O V E M B E R  next, at 6 o’clock in the evening. This 
Sale will include Collection of U.S. Departmentals and others all unused in blocks. Portuguese 
India, first and second issues, Trinidad 5/- surcharged O S., Rare Spain, Oldenburg, &c., &c.,

W e expect that this Sale will be a greater success even than our first Manchester.

T he S E C O N D  M A N C H E ST E R  SA L E  will be held at the GRAN D H OTEL, on TH U RSD AY, 
O C T O B E R  20th, at 6 o’clock in the evening. Amongst the lots offered will be Mauritius, post
paid 2d. earliest impression, id. later impression, and 2d. small fillet, Denmatk unused in blocks, 
rare St. Christopher, Nevis, Sweden, Straits, Bechuanaland and others, an exceedingly good and 
rare selection of stamps in fine condition.

P r o m pt  S ettlem en ts  Gu a r a n t e e d .
In proof of this, all the accounts for the first sale were paid within eights days of the sale, in spite 
of the fact that we ourselves had not been paid for several lots.

Best references given, Member of Birmingham and Manchester Philatelic Societies, on Bazaar  
Reference List, &c., &c.

Future Sales, November 17th and December 15th in Manchester, and 1st December
in Liverpool.

A L L  EN Q UIRIES TO  BE ADDRESSED

O S T A R A  &  D A R L O W ,
S t a m p  a u c t i o n e e r s ,

1 8 , P I CCADI L L Y,  MANCHES TER.
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The following are the accredited List of Agents for the P .J .C .B . Advertiser, to whom 

all Subscriptions and Advertisements may be sent.
The Journal can be OTdeTed through all book- 

gellejs and stationers throughout the Kingdom.
Correspondents not being able to obtain the paper 

through their local Newsagent, should at once com
municate with the Publisher.

LONDON OFFIGE OF THE “ P .J .C .B .”
Messrs. R IL E Y  &  N ISSE N , j

106, High Holborn, London.

LO N D O N  AG EN TS,
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HARROW —G. N. Cooke, High Street 
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PERIODICAL SALES BY AUCTION OF ■

HELD BY

Messr s . VENTOM, BULL & COOPER,
(Who originated them in this Country) at the

St. M artin's Town H all, Charing Cross, S. W.

• Messrs. VENTOM, BULL & COOPER beg to announce that their Dates of 
Sales for the ensuing Season will be as under:

November 10th and 1 ilh.— Avery fine private collection, including the following rarities : Indiana, 
red, unused (2 types) ; 4a., with blue dividing lines and rosettes, unused ; Service stamps, complete ; Ceylon, 
4d., 8d., gd. and 2/-, imperforate and very fine, etc. ; Mauritius, 2d. blue, Post Paid, earliest impression, 
block ground ; 2d. blue, Large Fillet, superb ; splendid pair of id. red, Greek Borders ; and 2d. blue ; 4d. 
black on green, unused ; Straits Settlements, fitst issue, complete, unused and fine ; New Brunswick, 1/- 
violet ; United States, Justice, 90c. violet ; Periodicals, complete, used ; St. Lucia, l/- black and orange ; 
4d. black on yellow, perf. 12, both unused ; British Guiana, first issue, 12c. blue, used on entire (2); Victoria, 
1863, 4d. rouletted, a pair on piece ; 4d. imperf., a pair ; first issue id. and 3d. unused, with full gum j 6d, 
orange, very fine ; 1852, various shades 2d. unused and fine ; Too Late, unused ; New South Wales, 6d. 
imperf., wink. 8, unused, with full gum ; Tasmania* id. blue, strip of 3 and singles ; Tuscany, 2 soldi, a 
superb pair ; and many others. ,

Sales are attended by all the principal known Collectors and Dealers, and afford the best means of disposing 
collections and rarities, the prices obtained being most satisfactory to owners. It is advisable that owners 
desirous of obtaining special days of sale should communicate as early as possible, as the dates are being rapidly 
filled up. .

Owing to the'large number of applications that the Auctioneers receive from America and the Continent for 
their Catalogues, these are issued, when practicable, cne month before the date of sale. In order to facilitate 
this arrangement, owners intending to include Stamps should forward them at the earliest possible moment. 
The greatest care is requisite in the preparation of these Catalogues, so that a correct and comprehensive des
cription of the Stamps may be given.

A D V A N C E S  M AD E ON C O LL E C T IO N S P E N D IN G  R E A LIZA TIO N  IF D E S IR E D  

Catalogues of all Sales and Terms can be had on application to

M essrs Ventom , B u ll &  Cooper,

-  1 8 9 8 . -  1 8 9 9 .  -
N O V E M B E R  24th and 25th. 
D E C E M B E R  8th and 9th.

JA N U A R Y  5th and 6th, 19th and 20th. 
F E B R U A R Y  2nd and 3rd, 16th and 17th. 
M A kC H  2nd and 3rd, 16th and 17th. 
A P R IL  6th and 7th, 20th and 21st.
M A Y 4th and 5th, 25th and 26th.
JU N E  8th and 9th.

Valuation. Made if Required,

(Philatelic Department) ,  35 ,  Old Jew ry ,  London ,  E .C ,

Telegraphic Addtess “ V e n t o m ,” London. Telephone Number, 5076 Bank.
ESTABLISH ED 1761.
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MESSRS. OSTARA & DARLOW
BEG TO  A N N O U N C E  T H A T  T H E IR

T H I R D  M A N C H E S T E R  A U C T I O N
W ILL BE HELD AT THE

1 Grand Hotel, on Wednesday, Nov. 30th,
A T SIX  O'CLOCK IN THE EVENING, AND W IL L  IN CLUDE

T h e  F in e s t  S e r ie s  o f  DANISH STAMPS E v e r  O f f e r e d ,

Over 60 Lots, unused, and others, very fine U.S.A., and a F ine P riv a te  C ollection.

If you want to dispose of your Stamps send them to us, and we send your cash within eight days.

In consequence of circumstance over which we have no control, all our hitherto Advertised 
Sale dates are cancelled. Future Sales will be held in Manchester on January 4th, February 
8th, and March 15th.

ALL ENQUIRIES TO BE ADDRESSED:—

O S T A R A  &  D A R L O W ,
S t a m p  a u c t i o n e e r s ,

18 , P I CCADI L L Y,  MANCHES TER.

I R e v i s e b  X i s t  o f  a g e n t s .
The following are the accredited List of Agents for the P .J .G .B . Advertiser, to whom 

all Subscriptions and Advertisements may be sent.
The J o u r n a l  Can be ordered through all book

seller and stationers throughout the Kingdom.
Correspondents not being able to obtain the paper 

through their local Newsagent, should at once com
municate with the Publisher.

LONDON OFFICE"5F T hE “ P .J .G .B .”
Messrs. R IL E Y  &  N ISSE N ,

106, High Holborn, London.

' LONDON AGEN TS.
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HARROW —G. N. Cooks, High Street 
LEEDS— Sk ip w it h  & Co,, Albion Stieet. 
LIVERPOOL—T aylor B ros., 87, Lord Street 
LEAMINGTON SPA— B. C. P. Walters, The 

Midland Stamp Dep6t, 7, Spencer Street 
H AN LEY, STAFFS.—S. A. W ood , Regent House 
SCO TLAN D : Glascow— Mr. R obert S. Gray, 

“ Scottish Philatelic Press Agency,” 213, We»t 
Campbell Street.

M ANCH ESTER— H. R anch, 11, Sugar Lane. 
Edinburgh— Mr. F. M a c k a y ,  34 Irederick Street.

CAN AD A—E. Y . P a r k e r , 457, Euclid Avenue, 
Toronto

U NITED STATES—Sole Agent: W. F. G r eg o ry , 
Room 4, 71, Nassau Street, New York 

BELGIUM —E. LlNTELO,6 6 bis, RueRenkin,Brussels 
Mdlle. H G ibq u ie re , 102, Rue dee Remouleure, Gan<1 

DEN M ARK—T h . J. A nthonipkn , Esbjerg 
AU STRIA—L e o p . I ’ o il a c k , Trieste, Austria 
GER M AN Y—J. L o ssau , K 1 Burslah, 4, Hamburg 
FRAN CE—Sole Agent for Paris: Le Philateliste 

Parisien, 25, Avenne d’Orleans 
GREECE—M y l o n a s  F rer e s , Academy Str., 17a, 

Athens
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VEN EZU ELA—F. E. H a r w o o d , Apartado, 68, 

Caracas
NORTH. GERMANY—T. A. V e r k b u ze n , St. G. 

Neuestrasse, 61, Hamburg
HOLLAND—J. F o n tijn , Stationaweg, 14, Rotter

dam. "
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WEST IN D IES- W. C. P bou d fo o t , P.O. Box 11 

Kingston, St. V  cent.
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W .  H A D L O W ,
ip a te lie  = Auctioneer = an& = J e a le r ,

331, STR AN D , LONDON, ENGLAND.

B O O M  » O P 4 - g g f l I Q P g
A LL C O U N T R IE S

A t  5 0  per cent. Discount
O FF G IBBO N S' 1897 CATALO G U E.BOOKS TO HOLD ST4MPS,
S T IF F  CO VERS. O V E R  200 SPACES. B E S T  T H IN  PA PE R  & ST R O N G L Y  ST IT C H E D .*

2D . EACH, IS 6D . DOZEN.
SIM ILAR B00ZS to bold over 120. Id. S A C K , or 104. PER DOZ.

s  a n  . f A > d v e r t is e n r \ e r \ t  f o r  t h e s e  B o o h s  I  x o i l l ,  t o  a l l  

j A p p l i c a r \ t s ,  f o r i j o a r c *  o r v e  o f  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  B o o h s  P o s t  p r e e  

o r \  r e c e i p t  o f  I d .

Foreign Agents Particularly Desired .

JOB LOTS OF STAMPS BOUGHT. . . . .
. . . .  BRITISH COLONIALS E SP E C IA L L Y  W AN TED.

W M .  H A D L O W ,
Philatelic Auctioneer and Dealer

3 3  L ,  S T  H  A  N  D .
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PERIODICAL SALES BY AUCTION OF (

BABS POSTAGE STAMPS'
H ELD BY

Me ssr s . VENTOM, BULL & uOOPER,
(Who originated them in this Country) at the

(

St. M artin 's Town H all, Charing Cross, S. W.

Messrs. VENTOM, BULL & COOPER "beg to announce that their Dates ci 
Sales for the ensuing Season w ill he as under :

- -  1 8 9 9 .  -
JA N U A R Y  5th and 6th, 19th and 20th. A P R IL  6th and 7th, 20th and 21st.
F E B R U A R Y  2nd and 3rd, 16th and 17th. M AY 4th and 5th, 25th and 26th.
M ARCH 2nd and 3rd, t6th and 17th. JU N E  8th and 9th.

January 5 th and 6th.—The remaining portion of the FINE COLL ECTION formed Ly the late GILBERT 
LOCKYER, Esq., including the following rarities :

New South Wales, Sydney Views, 2d., Plate I .,'3d., green (2), laureated id. on blue, no leaves, all unused and 
superb. Tuscany, 2 soldi and 60 crazie. Antigua, id., red, imperf. Nevis, 6d. and 1/-on black, 4d., orange 
6d., litho., green, 6d. all unused. Virgin Isles, perf. 15, 6d., rose, unused. Barbados, a superb and practically 
complete collection. St. Lucia, 1st issue, 6d., mint, and 1 /-, black and orange, mint. St Vincent, star, 4d., 
blue, mint, 5/-, mint, id. on 6d., %d. on 6d., and 4d. on 1/-, veimilion. British Honduras,
perf. 12%, 3c. on 3d. Ceylon, 1st issue, 5d., unused, 1/9 and 2/-, nowmk.,9d., unused. Gibraltar, complete. 
Griqualand, a fine lot. Lagos, 1st issue, unused, 2/6, olive and black, fine. St. Helena, complete. South 
Australia, iod., wmk. C. & f1 A, and many others. The collections of all the above-mentioned countries, and 
also others, especially Australian, are practically complete and in very fine condition.

These Sales are attended by all the principal known Collectors and Dealers, and afford the best means of 
disposing collections and rarities, the prices obtained being most satisfactory to owners. It is advisable that 
owners desirous of obtaining special days of sale should communicate as early as possible, as the dates are being 
rapidly filled up.

Owing to the large number of applications that the Auctioneers receive from America and the Continent for 
their Catalogues, these are issued, when practicable, cne month before the date of sale. In order to facilitate 
this arrangement, owners intending to include Stamps should forward them at the earliest possible moment. 
The greatest care is requisite in the preparation of these Catalogues, so that a correct and comprehensive des
cription of the Stamps may be given.

— Valuation! KAa.de if Required, —

A D V A N C E S  M AD E ON C O L L E C T IO N S  P E N D IN G  R E A LIZA TIO N  IF D E SIR E D

Catalogues of all Sales and Terms can be had on application to

Messrs- Yentom , B u ll &  Cooper,

(Philatelic Department), 35, Old Jewry, London, E.C

Telegraphic Address “ V e n t o m ,” London. Telephone Number, 5076 Bank.
ESTABLISH ED 1761.
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MESS 'S. OSTARA & DARLOWS’
F O U R T H . M A N C H E S T E R  S A L E

W ILL BE HELD AT THE

Gi and Hotel, Manchester, on Jan. 4th, 1899.
A T  SI’  T H IR TY O’CLOCK, AND W ILL IN CLUDE

very fine lot of Unused^ ce Ceylons, Natal 3d blue, wmk. star mint., France 1 Franc ver
sion, rare unused West Inn/ans and others.

LOTS will be on V IE W  in Birmingham and Liverpool.
Places will be advertised in C A T A LO G U E .

i

Prompt Settlements. Satisfaction Guaranteed.
Testimonials received ad  lib., and can be seen at 18, Piccadilly, where all communications must 

be dressed. Auction of Stamps and Bric-a-Brac a Speciality. Give us a trial. You 
will be pleased with the result.

O N L Y  ADD RESS:—

O S T A R A  <?• n A R L O W ,
Stamp auctioneers,

1 8 . P I CCADI L L Y ,  MANCHES TER.
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all Subscriptions and Advertisements may be sent.
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eelleis and stationers throughout the Kingdom.
Correspondents not being able to obtain the paper 

through their local Newsagent, should at once com
municate with the Publisher.

' LONDON OFFICE OF THE “ P .J .C .B .”
Messrs. R I L E Y  &  N IS S E N ,

106, H igh Holborn, London.

LONDON AG E N TS.
Wholesale:

S IM P K IN , M A R S H A L L , H A M IL T O N , 
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LEAMINGTON S P A -B . C. P. W a l t e r s , The 

Midland stamp Depot, 7. Spencer Street >■ 
H AN LEY, STAFFS.—S. A  W ood , Regent House 
t n n T L A N D  * Gl a sg o w — Mr* R o b e r t  s . G r a y , 

^ ^ t t i s h  Philatelic Press Agency,”  213. West 
Campbell Street.

M ANCHESTER-H. R anck. H .S u p r  Lane. 
Edinburgh— Mr. F. Mackay, 34 Frederick Street.

CAN AD A—E. Y , Parker, 457, Euclid Avenue, 
Toronto

UNITED STATES— lole Agent: W. F. Gregory, 
Room 4, 71, Nassau Street, New York 

BELGIUM —E. L intelo, 66bis, RueRenkin, Brussels 
Mdlle. H Gisquiere, 102, Rue des Remouleurs.Gand 

DEN M ARK—Th. J. A nthonisen, Eabjerg 
AUS1 R IA —Leop. Pollack, Trieste, Austria 
G ER M AN Y—J. Lossau, K 1 Burslah, 4, Hamburg 
FRAN CE—Sole Agpnt for Paris: Le Philatelists 

Parisien, 25, Avenne d’Qrleans 
GREECE—M ylonas F rkres, Academy 3tr., 17a, 

Athens
IN D IA— Bombay Philatelic Co., 37, Hornby Road, 

Fort, Bombay
Calcutta Stamp Co., 62/1 Bentinck Street, Calcutta 

A U sT R IA —Leop. Pollack, Trieste 
SW ITZERLAND—Messrs Champion&Co., Mollard, 

3, Geneva
MALTA— Luigi Callkgi, 34 Strada Tesoreria, 

VftllftttB
P O R IU G A L —Mm M attos, & Cie, Rua Nova da 

Piedade, 47, Lisbon
N A T A L—A. C. Griffin, Audit Office, Pietermaritz

burg
TRAN SVAAL—Paterson & Co., P.O. Box, 3286, 

Johannesburg.
M AURITIUS—Emile Bazire, Port Louis 
VEN EZU ELA—F. K. H arwood, Apartado, 68,

Gftrftcfts
NORTH GERMANY—T. A. V erkrczen, St. G. 

Neuestrasse, 61, Hamburg
HOLLAND—J. FontIjn, Stationsweg, 14, Ret er-

dam.
PERU—MESSRS. W illiams & Co , Casilla 989, Lima 

\ WEST IN D IES- W P. P roudfoot. P.O. Box 11 
| Kingston, St. V  cent.
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W .  H A D L O W ,

itelatelit *  3lttttionecr « aith • Healer,
331, STR A N D , LONDON, ENGLAND.

BOOKS * OE 1 STflllffS -*■
A L L  C O U N T R IE S

V  A t  5 0  per cent. Discount
O F F  G IBBO N S' 1897 C A T A LO G U E . ^BOOKS TO HOLD STAMPS,
S T IF F  C O VER S. O V E R  200 SPA CES. B E S T  T H IN  P A P E R  & ST R O N G L Y  S T IT C H E D .

2D . EACH, I s  6 d , DOZEN.
SIM ILAB B00ZS to hold oyer 120. Id. EACH, or lOd. PEE DOZ.

S h s  ar\ ^Advertisement for tfvese B ooks I will, to all 
applicants, forward one o f  eitker o f  tfvese B ooks Post preel 
orv receipt o f Id.

Foreign Agents Particularly Desired .

J o b  l o t s  o f  s t a m p s  b o u g h t ...................

. . . .  BRITISH 00L01TIALS E SPE C IA LLY  'WANTED.

W M .  H A D L O W ,
Philatelic Auctioneer and Dealer

3 3 1 ,  S T R A N D .

Printed by the “ W iltshire County Mirror fend Express" Co., Ltd ., Canal, Salisbury, and
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