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Philatelists of @To~Day.

XXXH,—MR. W. S. LINCOLN.

WF. open  the seventeenth volume of the Stawmp
Collectors” Fortuightly with a counterfeit pre-
sentment of the genial features of Mr. W, S, Lancoin,
the " Father™ of London Philately.
Mr, Lincoln was a collector of

Lincoln, some thirty or more vears ago, was famous
for his superb stock  of  Afghamistang, or, rather,
“Cabuls,” as they were then called.  He s sull well
supplied  in this  department and has a magnificent

all-round stock of British, foreign

SR R e T

stamps before the majority of
present-day philatelists were
born. ths interest in the subject
dates back to the middle * fifties™
of the nineteenth century. by
1360 he had cstablished himself
as @ stamp dealer, and as he has
been continuously  engaged  in
the staomp trade i London from
that day down to the present
time, there will be none to chal-
lenge his claim to rank as the
doyen of the London deaders,
At an early date m his career,
Ny, Lincoln opened the shop at
239 Thigh Holborn, which was

for so many years one of the
plitlatelic fandmirks of  the
metropohs, 1t was there that

we had the pleasure of inter-
viewing him in the vear 1891,
for the 6fth of the " Philatelic
Journal of Great Britain’s™
articles on “ Leading  Dealers.”

Mr. W,

and colonid stiumps, arranged in
a0 oseries of over 200 volumes,
The <shop in Haolles Street i
which the Lincoln business has
heen transacted  since 18394, s
stated to be the largest in London
entirely devoted o Philately,
The ™ Lancoln™ stamp adbums
are an anstitetion. They have
beenawarded over twenty medals
and diplomias, their Laest recog-
nition being won i connection
with the Ssouth Essex Philatehe
Society’s Ealnbiton at Waltham:-
stow.  Unlike cerun other old
metitutions, they hivve not heen
allowed to stand sully ot have
heen constantly revised and e
provedinaccordance with the pre-
vithing wints and tastes of the
philatelic public. The loose-teaf
albums now beiny issued by the
house of Lincoln areexcellentboth
in design and workmanship, and a

S Lincows,

Personmally, we see no great
chamge in Mr. Lincoln at the
present time, but as we have put nearly twenty vears on
to our own age, he must necessarily have done the
same.  But to look at him it scarcely seems believable.
Old time stamp collectors  will remember that Mr,

recent venture that deserves well
of philatelists isamaderate-priced
printed album for the stamps of King Edward V1L

Mr. Lincoln has an able heatenant in his son, Moo AL 1L
Lincoln, who is well known,not only asa cleser phalatelist,
but also as arr elocutiomst and lecturer.
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Hrrangement of a &ollection.
MOUNTING AND WrITING UpP.

By E. PuiLror CROWTHER.

(A Paper vead before the Narth of Ingland Philatelic Society on
the 2nd Februury.)

rro-sigHT's programme provides yon with a display of Mr.

C. E. Page's highly specialised collection of the stamps
of Great Bnitain. Hekiudly consented, at my special request,
to send Volumes 1" and ** 2" of the Line-engraved Section
for thie purpose of illustrating the few remarks I ain to give
you to-might on the much discussed subject of the proper
mounting of a Collection. It may interest you to know that
Mr. Page’s collection has never before been exhibited in its
present form, and that it is to appear at the Walthamstow
Exhibition in the course of the next few days, at which as
you are well aware our King, His Gracious Majesty King
George is to be un exhibitor. \When the cards are being
passed round for examination, I must particularly requnest
you to handle them very careiully only by the edges, as the
beauty of the Collection would be marred by any marks
appearing on the face of the cards. 1n the course of this
little paper I shall mcorporate suine rewmarks sent nie by Mr,
Page. Many of vou from time to tune have struggled with
the problent of mounting, and I have no doubt whatever that
you have many a time also poudered over the best method
to cover the ground properly, i.e., a method of mounting that
will allow of expansion of the collection, where, and when
you may desire, without having to be continually remounting
and handling the stamps, a method that will provide for
proper description aud display of special stamps, at the same
time explaining itself.

Mr. Page says that ** a Manchester Shipping Merchant,
who was also an enthusiastic philatelist, observed the other
day a boy in his einployment carefully taking stamps off his
old envelopes. **Do yon collect stamps?” *Yes, Sir”
replied the boy. Being a benevolent man he took the boy
into his private office and presented him with a large number
of better class Colonials. Seeing the boy again in a few
days, he asked it he bhad mounted his stamps, to which he
answered in the affirmative. * You might bring your collection
down for me to see,” solicited our generous hearted friend ;
imagine his surprise when the request was complied with
by the view of some * half-dozen plates of the porcelain varicty,
on which the stumps had been carefully “mounted’ in funciful
designs, and the whole varmshed.”" Needless (o say the juvenile
got a “jacketing ™ not only for sacrilege but for being so
foolish.  Well, gentlemen, many of the collections we have
all seen, though not mounted perhaps in this form, have been
so wretchedly thrown together that many of us must have
wished, when viewing them, that they might pass into the
hands of someone who had even the rudiments of taste and
the most elementary ideas of arrangement.

A collection may contain many rare stamps, and a vast
amount of splendid naterial, but unless it is adequately
arranged, its nienits are to a large extent lost, and in wmy
humble opinion, should the owner lack the time himself to do
the work properly, it would be well worth his while to get
someone to do the work for him in an intelligent manuner, and
liis collection would he improved fullv a handred per cent.
At the same time, it the owner of a collection has the leisure
and the taste to lumself to poat 1t in order, he can do the
work as un one else can, He will elect and bring into
prominence hus choicest specimens, and lent to the arrange-
ment a touch of individuality, which can only come from
personal interest in the stamps. T would rather sec the
stamps of one conntry arranged o an intelligent and
intelligible way, than have those ot half the world pitch-
forked into albnms as | have sometimes seen them. To my
mind good stamps, or rather perbaps I should say good
specimens of stamps, irrespective of their market value, are
worth a proper incunting, You do not keep a thorough-bred
hunter in a pig-sty; you consider a valuable painting worth
a good frame; rare china you place in a costly cabinet ; rich

jewels you consider worthy of a good setting ; and therefore—
why should not choice stamps be worth enshrining in a good
album and displayed and arranged with intelligence and
taste 7 [ do not wish to convey the idea that 1 would have
the stamp album a superlative work of art. Please do not
mistunderstand me. 1 quite admit there is such a thing as
too much elaboration, overdoing it amounting to fussiness,
and care should be taken that nothing is done to detract
from the interest of the stamps themselves, that, uf course,
being the premier object; and to my mind, generally speak-
ing, the plainer and more sinple the margin round the
stamps, the Letter the effect.

There are, however, instances where a moie elaborate
mirgin or frame round the stamps is not only admissable,
but is, | think, an advantage—a draughtsman must use his
own judgment. In cases, say, of a great rarity, where the
only difference existing between the rare and normal variety
may be an error of watermark or errov of perforation, &c.,
such a specimen would be passed uver by ninety-nine persous
out of one hundred without notice, unless there is something
done to call attention to the specimmen’s rarity by giving the
stamp special prominence.

All notes should be written in as clearly and concisely as
possible, avoiding all unduly fancy lettering, which is very
difficult to read and takes time to decipher. The heading
should, I think, be written at the top of cvery page giving the
name of the country, date of issne, watermark, colour, etc.
There will then be no occasion to perhaps have to turn back
several leaves, 1o find out what particnlar issue or series is
hefore you. At the commencement of every fresh issne or
value, it is well to have written-up particulars of the issue,
number printed and issued, reasons for issne dates etc.

An account of the errors known to exist is interesting,
whether you happen to be fortunate enough to show them or
not. It is also a good plan, where possible, to state when,
where, and by whom, the particular errors were discovered,
for such information may prouve of much value in years to
come.

Of course, all this takes a lot of time and requires no small
amount of patience and research, but “if a thing is worth
doing at all, it is worth doing well.” It is also a good thing,
in my opinion, to have ueatly and accurately drawn illustra.
tions, (where thought mnecessary) shewing watermarks,
difterences and errors of type, rare postmarks, etc., which
will often save a Iot of writing and be at the same time much
more explanatory. Noalbums to my mind are to be compared
to the blank moveable leaf type. The glory of Liank album
is that the collector may begin where he chooses, collecting
such stamps as are within his means and power to acquire,
following his own hent and inchnation throughout.

The albums used for this collection are known as the
“ G.H.S8.,” the quality and the size are goud, but I think they
lack one essential adjunct, viz., the protecting leaf which you
will find provided with some other inakes of album leaves,
e.g., those manufactured by Messrs. Walker & Co., Ltd,,
which many of our members use. In this case the protecting
leaf acts as a guard against friction to the surface of the
stamps. Of course, one would not think of using albums of
this class uatil the collection was fairly on the road to
heing complete, the proper way for the heginner being to
purchase some cheap collecting books, or even plain ruled
exercise books and fill these with the stamps of the country
he is going to specialise in, lightly affixed. and arranged as
the collector thioks fit and suitable for the purposes of study
and future permanent arrangement.

When the time arrives for transferring from the collecting
book to the album the conrse I adopted was as follows :—

(1). Normal Specimens: 16 of very fine shades.

{2). Normal Specimens: 1 pair. 2 strips of 4, and 1 block of 6.

(31, Varictics @ 1 error of watermark, 1 error of corner letters,
1 double perf., and 1 imperf, variety.

4.

Rare Postmarks: 7.

Then, with some common varieties of stamps, which [ keep
for the purpose, I arrange and re.arrange them on the blank
page untii I eventually settle upon a satisfactory plan of
arrangement, thereupon I mark the positions of each stamp,
pair, strip or block, as the case may be, with a soft lead
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pencil, remove the stamps used as a guide, rule in the
margins and fill in such lettering as the sheets may require.
By using these common stamps as jnst stated, one avoids
the necessity of handling good specimens, which recalls to
my mind a delightful Irishism 1 remember reading, on the
part of a well known philatelist, who said, ** that the best way
to handle stamps was not to handle them at all™ It is well
to remember, when planning the arrangement of stamps on
the page, to allow for space over such stamps as require 1t,
in this manner the pages can be arranged in scores of
geometrical designs and pleasing forms. In the part of my
own coilection, which 1 have already mounted (seven
volumes of about 250 pages) I do not think ! should be far
from the mark in saying that there are not two pages exactly
alike. \Vith regard to the transference of the stamps from
the collecting book to the album leaves, this shonld not be
done until all the writing, illustrations, and margins are
completed. I always make a point of leaving this until the
last when the stamps need not be touched again. and thev
run ne risk from damage from ink or other causes —accidents
will happen, however careful one may be, and it 1s much
better to run no risks.

In summing up the matter of arrangement’ and
* mouanting,” I can only add that the greater the care dis-
played the greater will be the delight afterwards, and more
certain will be the collector of finding a good market
for his stamps should he be so unfortunate as to be
compelled to part with his treasures. It all retaurns
to the same old saying that I have already used as a
text in this little paper, “If a thing is worth doing at all,
it is worth doing well™, and I feel sure that to the col-
lector himself the reward he will reap in the pleasure his
collection will give him, both during the mounting and at the
completion of his collection, will abundantly repay the
labour and time he puts into it.

—_——— = —.ee—

DenmarA— Jfotes on the Qariy Rosts.

{From the report of u Paper by Mr. W, Dorning Beckton, read
before the Manchester Philutelic Society, on the 17th February., )

THE early history of the post in Denmark bears gieat

similarity to that of our own and other countries,
insomuch as private individuals sent their letters by their
own servants, and neighbours often clubbed together for
that purpose; later the different local posts got into the
hands of a family, and were carried on by themn until such
time as the Government stepped in and deprived them of
their privileges.

It is in the reign of Christian 1., in 1555, that the first
traces of the Danish Post Offices are to be found, but down
to 1602 the post office only provided for the conveyance of
the state correspondence, and not until after that were
private persens permitted to take advantage of the service.

In 1607 an ** Ordinance for Messengers " appeared in
print, with a tariff of charges. A service by Messengers had
been organised by the merchants of Hamburg between that
city and Copenhagen, and extending over the greater part of
the country. These Messengers carried on the service many
years later, even after a postal ordinance had been promul-
gated by Denmark. They were suppressed by an ordinance
of Sept. 3oth, 1653.

Oa July 16th, 1653, Paul Klingenberg was appointed
Director-General of the Posts of the State and he farmed ount
the undertaking, on lease, for a period of 30 years at an
annual rent of 6,000 Rigsbankdaler. He introduced con-
siderable improvements into the service. The postage at
that time for a single-rate letter was 4 skilling for a distance
of 4 miles, 6 skilling for § to 1o miles, &c.

After the death of Klingenberg in 1690, Count Christian
Gyldenlove, a natural son of King Christian V., was placed
at the head of the Posts, an office which was conferred on

him free of charge. As the Count was but 11 years old it
was evident that this was done to provide him with an
imcome. and not with the idea of any duties to perform.

Two Directors were appointed in 16935, one of whom,
M. Moth, being left in sole charge later. purchased the
under-lease of the post office for a certain sum of mosney,

After the death of Gyldenldve, the pusts passed iuto the
hands of the widow, Dorothea Krag, who personally super.

intended them. In 1711 the State took the posts under its
own charge again.

About 1833 the first steamn.-packet appeared which carried
the nails between Kallundborg and Aarhus, and in 1844 the
first Railway between Kiel and Altona, up to which time the
mail had been conveyed by horsemen and carriages. a
special carriage wluch would hiold but one person being used,
in order that the drivers might not vield to the temptation to
take up passengers on the road and cause delay by the
additional weight carried.

On October 18th, 1832, a Roval Decree was published
authorizing the Pust Office Department to make prelimipary
Investigations in consequence of the postal reform which had
taken place in England in 1840, the object being to mtroduce

a new method of collecting the postage on letters and to
lower the postal rates.

The Post Ottice Departiment applied to the British Govern-
ment for information on the subject of the Manufacture of
Stamps, and learned that a contract had been entered into
by them with the firm of Perkins. Bacon & Petch, for the
supply of the stamps of Great Britain which were printed on
a special paper.

The Department, however, did not consider that manufac-
ture by private enterprise would afford sufficient security,
and declined the offers of that firm.  After trying to induce
the Bank of Copenhagen to undertake the work, permission
was requested from the authorities of the Bank for the
Govermment Engraver. who was in their service, to carry out
the engraving of the stamps, and at the same time for the
use of the machinery of that establishment for printing them,
and this was granted.

A special contract was made with the paper-makers,
Messrs. Drewson & Sons (after 1889 * The United Paper
Mills ™y, for the supply of a hand-made paper with a water-
mark, the design for which, and also the inscriptions in the
margins of the sheets. to be furnished by Ferslew, the
engraver,

In 1864 the hand-made paper was replaced by machine.
made, but the same firin has always supplied the paper
required for the stamps.

The manufacture of the first supply of stamps was
entrusted to Ferslew, but the work has been done since and
down to the present day by the firm ot Thiele, to whom it
was assigned by a letter dated December 31st, 1851,

R s 2D & el ———————

T he ‘“ Qortnightly ' in the Provinces.

LIST OF AGENTS.
THE following Agents in provincial cities and towns regu-
larly stock the Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly :—

Rath : Mr. W. J. HagrT, 26, Union Passage.
Edinburgh: Mr. A. Brown, 36K, Lauriston Place.

Glasgow : Mr. . V. CHisHoLwM, 122, West Nile Street.
Mr. F. W, GuTHrig, 19, Waterloo Street.

Manchester : Mr. J. Marinas, 78, Faulkner Street.

Redruth: Mr. J. G. STEVENS, Stanley House.

Sheffield : Mr. H. HawLEY, g6, Fargate,

We desire to extend this list, and the kind assistance of our
readers and correspondents in places where the S.C.F. is not
already on.sale would be much appreciated,
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First Aerial Post.

LETTERS BY AEROPLANE AT ALLAHABAD.

WE are indebted to Mr. C. M. McGnire, of Calcutta, for

the following cutting, which, under the above heading,
appeared in a local paper, “ The Statesinan,” of the 3rd
February.

Allahabad is shortly to witness an experiment of an interesting
nature. It will be remembered that during the Siege of Paris
in 1871 the only means of communication with the outer world
open to the besicged was the despatch of letters by means of a
balloon. In time of war any city in the world might Hnd itsclf
similarly placed.  Captain W, Windham, who has been associated
with the acroplane since its adoption, wishes, by mcuns of
practical experiment, to demonstrate how this latest achievement
of modern invention can be adapted to meet such u situation,
An aeroplane flitting at night would be difficult to discover, and,
even if discovered, would be almost impossibie to hit.  Captain
Windbam has accordingly obtained special permission from the
Postmaster-General of the United Provinces, approved and
sanctioned by the Director-General of Post Offices in India, to
inaugurate the Hrst “aerial post,” which will be carriced from
the United Provinces Exhibition to a Post Office Receiving
Station outside the Exhibition, and from there the letters will be
despatehed to any part of the world to which they may be
addressed.  1B3oth the Director-General and Postmaster-General
are highly interested in the experiment, and the latter will
personally supervise the necessary details. The Exhibition Post
Oftice wil impress cach stamp with a die specially cut in the
Postal Waorkshops at Aligarh, incorporating a design of the
actual acroplane on which the mail is to be carried, encircled by
an inscription containing the words ** Acrind Post, Alluhabad
Exhibition,”” together with the year and date of despatch.

IFirst Asrorvase Post s i WokLb

These letters will be the Hest in the world to be despatched by
means of an acroplane from a Government Post Office in the
ordinary course of its business, and will be carried by M. H.
Picquet, the welb-known aviator, from the LExhibition to the
Receiving Office. It is anticipated that numbers of  people,
including stamp collectors and others, in India and clsewhere,
willt avail themselves of this unique opportunity of seading to
their fricmds letters which in time may become very valuable in
consequence of having been the first communications ofticiatly
carrted through the air by aeroplane under the Post Office
Regulations,

Considerations of weipght and space make it necessary to place
a strict limit on the size and number of letters carred. It s,
therefore, proposed to charge a nominal sum of six annas on each
letter ar pastcard so carried.  This amount will be given, with
deduction, as a donation to the new buildings of the Oxford and
Cambridge Hostel, Allahabad.  The Post Oftice will sanction no
charge whatsoever over and above the ordinary rites of postage,
and the addistional six annas, which will be made over to the above
charity, is simply 2@ means to prevent the overloading of the
mail, and at the same time to help the above excellent Institution
in its cducational work among the natives of India.

RULES To BE ORSERVED.

1. Ounly posteards and letters not exceeding one ounce will be
accepted.

2. Letters (or posteards) for transit must be addressed stamped
and fastened in the ordinary way.  Enclose the letter or posteard
in a seeond envelope, together with a British Postal Order for
sixpence, and farward the same to * Cjo. The Chaplain, Holy
Trinity Church, Allahabad,” who has, by arrangemcut, under.
taken to hand them over to the Postal authorities.  For conve:
nience, cight annas in stamps will be accepted, in licu of the
Postal Order for sixpence.

4. A British Postal Order for sixpence can be obtained at any
Post Office i India for six and a-half annas,

4. Letters and posteards will be received througth the post or
by hand to the above address up to Saturday, the 18th February,
vl

Any letter or posteard arriving after this date will be despatched
in the ordinary way, but will not be carried by the aeroplane, or
the stamp impressed with the special design, cte.

5. Local letters can be delivered by hand at the Oxford and
Cambridge Hostel, but they must be stamped and accompanied
by six annas in cash, for which a receipt will be given.—The
Statesman, Calcutta, 3/21911.

JYew Philatelic Publication.

The Sfam/ﬂ Collectors' Aunual, 1911.  Edited by Percy C.
Bishop and Chas. Nissen.  Price 1Is., post free, Is. 2d.
Chas. Nissen & Co., 52, Chancery Lane, Londou, 1W.C.

It says mnch for their devotion to our Hobby. that tie
Editors of this well . known Aunual, of which the present is
the eighth edition, should find time, amidst the modern stress
and struggle involved in that necessary pursnit commonly
known as ** earning onc’s living ™', to evolve a hook to which
we all look forward with pleasurable anticipation, and which
we peruse with a feeling of happy realisation.

The 1911 Annual, though somewhat late in its appearance,
is more bulky than the majority of its predecessors; and
contains much interesting natter, to which [ purpose
alluding just sufficiently to stimulate my readers’ philatehic
desires and induce themn to at once apply for a copy, before
the supply is exhansted.

A fitting opening is a short reference to King George's
philatelic possessions, and the few gems mentioned are
sufficient to make one realise the conpleteness of his English
collection.

Then follows * The Story of the Year.,” in which, after a
fitting eunlogy on Philately, the anonvmous writer touches,
with that journalistic low of ever.ready langnage which prac-
tically gives away his identity. on various events —Forgeries
(particularly of British stamps). Philatelic Congresses, the
Berne lixhibition and the developments in our (ver-Sea
Commonwealths: all interesting subjects to the philatelist.

Comparatively recent events in Portugal have provided
another theme—again, the author is modest. and discloses
not his name —and we get a4 well written list of that country’s
postage stamps. accompanied by historical and other notes,
with which we find only one fault—that there is not enough
of them to satisfy !

Mr. T. Martin Wears contributes an article on * Robert
Louis Stevenson and Stamp Collecting,” in the course of
which he gives us some very readable extracts, more or less
philatelic, from a well-known work by that author, who, on
his own showing, was more of an * annexer " than a collector.

Far fromn easy to compile, with a substantial guarantee as
to accuracy, is the long list of ** The Stamnps of King Edward.”
by Chas. Nissen. Beyond a few introductory remarks and a
brief note as to situation and currency under the name of
each Dritish Colony, Protectorate, or Dependency, it is a list,
pure and simple, of that interesting series of stamps which
will always be identified with our late Sovereign, Edward VII.:
to the many collectors of King's Heads —singles. multiples,
ordifnal\ries and chalkies—the catalogue shonld prove most
useful.

Mr. Albert H. Harns, of Modern Collectors’ Club renown,
growls and grumbles at the failings of Exchange Club mem-
bers, and makes suggestions for remedying them: [ can
recommend Club Secretaries to read his advice—it may save
them the necessity of growling!

I was honoured by a request to contribute somne half-dozen
pages on “ Quecn's Head ‘Controls ' : the readers of the
* Annnal *’ must kindly form their own opinions on the merits

or otherwise of this article.

A page of portraits of " Pioneer Stamp Dealers ", with a
few interesting details, cotnes next; and this is foliowed by
what ts an established feature of the Annual—a Philatelic
Literary Index, compiled by iny more or less respected chief,
Percy C. Bishop (he is sure to read this Review), of all the
principal journals published during the twelve months,
October, 1909, to September, 1910, inclusive. Needless to
say, the Index is as good as were those in the earlier
Annunals, and it should prove most useful to the literary
philatelist.

A Directory of, and Guide to, the * Philatelic Societies of
the English-speaking World " concludes the volume.

Invest the necessary * bob ', and see for yourself whether
or not my praise is justified ! A.B.C.
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Papua’s *“ Permanent” [ssue.

By Anrkanay \WoOLFEKRs.

(Prize Issay. South Essex Philutelic Society’s Exhibition, Section
111, class 20
T HEe title “ permanent,” although very widely applied to
those issies of Papua, which have the name of the ter.
titory incurporated in the design, is verv misleading, and
oue apt to confnse the collector who begins to study these
stamps. This being the case, an explanatory essay on the
subject of the stwumps in question might he welcomed by
those who are thinkmg of ** taking up " the country.

The principal varieties are of perforation and of watermark.
The stamps are usually perforated eleven holes or twelve.and.
a-half holes to the two centimetres. The watermark isalwavs
a design showing the crown above the capital letter A, and
the varieties in this branch are due to the differing relative
positions of design and watermark.

Probably the best method of submitting a concise explana.
tion of the difficulties would be by analysing the various issues
in chronological rotation.

In 190K, there were issued the first sets—four in number—
as follow :—

Na. 1. Wk, © Crown and *A" 7 upright. Peef. 11,
“Papua T in comparatively small, elongated type.
Denominations:  1d.. 2d., 24d., 4d., 6d., and 1/-,

Waord

No. 20 Wmk. ditto inverted. Otherwise as Noo |,

No 3. Wk dittoupright. Perf. 123, Word “Papua”™as No. L.
Denominations: 2d., 28d.. 4d., and /-

No. 4. Wk dittoinverted. Otheewise as No. 3

Then there are twa stamps which must fall under separate
and subsidiary headings,
No. la. Wk and perfas No. 1.
sguare t)‘pc.
Denomination : &d.
Noo 2a. Wmk, and perf. as No, 2,
Noo 1
" Denomination - &d.

Early in 1910, four further sets were 1ssued as follows:—

Word ** Papua ™" in Large

Word ** Papua™ as

New 30 Wmke  Crown and * A7 sidewayvs, crown pointing
to left. Perf. 1. Word «* Papua ™ ax Np. 1.
Denommations: 4d., 1d., 2d.. 24d.. 4d.. 6do 1),
anmd 2 6.
No, 6. Wmk. * Crown and ‘A" sideways, crown poimting
to night.  Otherwise as No. 5.
No. 7. Wmk. as No. 5. Poerf. 124, Word * Papua ™ as
No. L.
Denominations:  4d., 1d., 2d., 24d., 6d., and 1.
(No 4d. value).
Na. 8. Wmk. as N. 6, otherwise as No. 7.

Here, again, there are two stamps that must find separate
places fur themselves :—
As Nao. 5, but perf. 11 x 12§,
As No. 6. but perf. 11 x 124,

No. 5a.
No. 6a.

Denomination @ 2d.
Denomuination : 2d.

The hitherto latest eidissions came to hand during the
latter half of 1gto. These compnise two fuil sets of the

eight values, similar in style to Nos. 3 and 4, but with word
“Papua’ in large square type. However, whereas the
previous eight sets were well hithographed. these stamps are
executed in poor fashion, and resemble, to a certuin degree,
in finish the Newfoundiand issue of 1910,

No. 9. Wmk. and perf. as Nao. 3, word © Papua *" as No. kA
Denominations : 4d., 1d., 2d., 24., 4d., &d., 1/
and 2/6.
No. 10, Wmk. as No. 4. Otherwise as No. 9,

In addition to the complications above set out in detail, the
collector must be on the alert for minor varieties which
enhance the values of the stamps. In sets Nos. 1-8 and sa.
6A, the 23rd stamp on each sheet of 30 is the popular * rift ™
variety. This takes the shape of a white mark, stretching
across the black clonds above the vessel, from the first I in
Papua to the U. It is believed that this defect was caused
by a printer passing his finger-nail across that portion of the
stone. Less important are the * white leaves ™ which accur
usnally on stamps 20 and 38 of the sheet, on the right side
and at the bottom of the frame-work respectively.

It is interesting to note that, disregarding these additional
intricacies and the numerous shades which can be arranged
of nearly every individual stamp, there are no less than
seventy varieties to collect.  If the 68 known varieties of the
official stamps, and the 12 of the Fiscals (overprinted * Stamp
Duty "y be added to this number, the smail specialist will
find 150 distinct stamps, for which to find room in his album.
Fifty varieties per annum is a creditable output, even for the
postal authorities of a territory which has bat little real need
of stamps.  The total postal income before 1go1 averaged
less than {350 per annum.

The design of the stamps is attractive. The stamp measures
roughly 3°5 cms, by 3 cms. At each bottom coroer, there is
an oval shaped tablet of value, surinonnted by leaves. The
word * Papua™ in capital letters occupies the top of the
stamp, and stretching down on either side 1s the word
* Postage,"” in sinall, crude type. The vignette is in black in
every case, and takes the shape of a fine view of the Lukator,
the Papuan native-vessel (now in disuse) floating before the
vitlage of Hannabada.

R I — -

T he Stamp JTarRet.

By SExEx.
S"”'”NG Malta Queen’s. when they were a certain price
~7  some few veuarsago, proved a good purchase ; no doubt the
present shilling values will eventoally prove an equally good
ivestient,

People who buy a “rising ™" stamp, when it has only just
started on its upward flight, mav be numerous, hut the
munber ot collectors who buy the stamp after it has risen is
probably much smaller.

Possillv one reason why the 14 satangs Siam 1gro seems
to be coming over here rather slowly may be because there
seems to have been a goodly quantity of the 14-un-g atts of
1gog to be got through first,

Three of the recent Hyderabad official stamps sell pretty
freely just now: the 1 anna black, the 1 anna carmine. and
the 2 annas green. Indian correspondents may very likely
have some for exchange.

The 5d. Victoria Falls, of Rhodesia, may very likely prove
to be & nsing stamp.

The current goc. Tunis pictorial seems something of an
invisible quantity ; the 35c. is accumulating; one would like
to see the 35¢. current Gaudeloupe equally easy to get.

The price of the sc. British Honduras 19o5.09 seems to
vary a good deal in different parts of the world.

Passibly the 2 mils Sudan Army Service is not often scen
quuted for by atself, in quantity, although it occurs pretty
frequently m sets.

The Johore Kemahkataan are apparently travelling to-
wards comparative scarcity.

The shilling multiple Natal. postage and revenue, seems to
be having a fling.

Hus the je. Canada (Quebec disappointed anvbody ?

There are noticeably fewer quotations, at the moment, for
the Austrian stamps of 1910.

The 2d. Barbados Nelson is not so frequently quoted for as
the 24d.

I have received some unfamiliar Urngoay, which I take to
be a new issue: ze. marone and sc. lilac, with portrait of one
Artigas, the stamps being of excellent workmanship and
attractive in appearance.

The 2 pesos Urugnay 1897 seems procurabie in ones and
twos., The various Cominemaratives of recent date do not
secmn to he over plentiful.

Used Montenegro 1gto seem procurable in the realm of
the low values.

Used Paraguay, 1908, 'oy, and "1o can be got up to the 2oc.
value.

It seems there are two sorts of the jo bani Roumnania 1goX.

Current mark values of Finland should be examined as to
whether they are on chalk or ordinary paper, as the price
varies considerably.

Of the values of current Iceland above the 10 aur, possibly
the 25 aur is the most accessible, but it is not cheap.
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Our seventeenth volume beyging with this number.
Our own pertinacity in issniug over four-hundred numbers of
the Fortuightly is well matched by the splendid constancy of
many of our readers, quite a number of whom can describe
themselves as **Subscribers from Number One”!  We
{ender them our affectionate regards.

Mr. Philpot-Crowther’s paper on ¢ T'he Stamps of
the 1885 Issue of IFinland ' will be a leading feature of the
next number of the S.C.F. 1t will be embellished with inter-
esting illustrations, and we ay say that the paper raises
interesting questions as to the precise means by which these
stainps were produced—problems which Mr. Pliilpot-Crowther
is hopeful of solving by means of the co-operation of his
fellow-readers of the Fortuightly.

We circulate with this number of the S.C./.
interesting insets emanating from Mr, Oswald Marsh, of
18, Iamlet Road, Norwood. S.E., and Mr. W, Bradbury,
Stamp Dealer, Ipswich. Subseribers failing to receive either
circulir, or both should send a post-card 10 the addresses
entioned.

Exhibitions are expensive luxuries, and we regret
to hear that, so far, the result of the South Essex Philatelic
Society’s excelient week's display at the Walthamstow
Pablic Library is what the Irish accountant ealled *a sub.
stantial profit on the wrong side of the account.” In one
sense there is a profit and a good one; and it is on the
“credit " side. The South FEssex Philatelic Society has
enormously gained in popular esteem. It has taken its place,
as a result of this Iixlubition, among the Societies that count.
Nevertheless, tlfe cold financial deficil remains, and we
commend to readers of the Forfnightly, who have not yet
contributed to the S.E.P.S. Exhibition Fund, the opportunity
that now presents itscif of doing something which wili be a
good deal better done late than never done atall,  Contribu-
tions, small or large, if sent to Mr. A, B. C. Dyer, 133, Hoe
Street, Walthamstow, will be gratefully acknowledged on
behalf of the Exhibition Connuittee.

An artless correspondent enquires whether it isn't
probable that many of the * Post Office” stamps of Mauritius
still survive in Mauritius; and he asks our advice as to going
out to the island to look for them! We hardly know how to
answer him; the question has taken us by surprise. Fancy
no one ever thinking of a thing like that before !

@oming Quents in DThilately.

SOCIETIES' MEETINGS.

March Gth. - Liverpool Philatelic Society, at St. George's Restaurant,
5, Redcross Streer: ' Farly Issues of Holland', with Lantern
Slides, W. H. Cleaver: ** Holland =, Display.

March 7th.—Isle of Thanet Philatelic Society © ** Specialism v, General
Collecting ', Debate—1, A. Leon Adutt. 1. Rev. I'. Wolfers.,

March 8th.—Aberdeen and North of Scotland Philatelic Society, at the
Y.M.C.A, Rooms, Aberdeen: ** Nevis and Montserrat Stiumps 7,
with Display, E. iHeginbottom, k.a.

March 8th.—City of London Philatelic Society : ** Roumania ”, with
Display, J. A. Leon ; Competitive Display, " Thirty Surcharged
Stamps.”

March sth.—Northampton Philatelic Society, at 48, Marefair, North-
ampton . ** Malay States™, with Display, H. Bennett.

March gth.—Huddersheld and District Philatelic Society, at the Lion
Restaurant, Huddersfield: Display, Dr, James.

March gth.—Internationa] Philatelic Union, at Kssex Hall: ** Servia ",
with Display, J. 1. Abbott: © Sicily ', with Display, Mr, Wade.
March gth. ~Junior Philatelic Society (Brighton Branch). at The
Express Creamery, zoo, Western Koad, Brighton : ** Helland ",

with hisplay, B. B. Kirby ; Display, H. H. Harland.

March gih.—Manchester Junior Philatelic Society, at the Deansgate
Hotel, Deansgate, Manchester: ** Great Britain: Railway lLetter
Stamps 7, with Display, A. Wilson : ** Great Pritain : Stamps
Ofticially Overprinted for Private IFirms, &c.'*, with Display. ). S.
Hipgins, Jr.

March gth.—South Fssex Philatelic Society @ ** British South Africa 7,
with Display, A. B. C. Dyer: ** Should Forgeries be Collected ? ™,
General Discussion; ** How 10 detect FForgeries in Bremen stamps ™,
with Hlustrations.

March 1oth.—Manchester  Philatelic  Sociely, at  the
Geographical  Society’s  Rooms, 16, St. Mary's
Arrangement of Forgery Collection.

March 11th.—South Wales and Monmaouthshire Philatelic Society, at
the Hon. Treasurer’'s Office: ** The Colour Question ™, I, Whitmore
Peck.

March 13th.—Liverpool Junior Philatelic Socictly, at The Incorporated
Trade Protection Society's Rooms, 42, Castle Strect : ** Philatelic
Notes, Canadi ™, with Display, 1. A, Fletcher.

March 1 3th.—Scottish Philatelic Society : ** Victoria ™, Leshe Hausburg,

March 13th. -Leceds Philaelic Society, at the Y.M.C. A, Albion Place :
Malta: The Island and its Stamps ', with Lantern slides, ). C.
North.

March 15th.—Bath Phikictic Society, at the Bath Church Institute :
Paper, F. G, Warwick.

March 15th.—Junior Philatelic Society of Scatland, at the Alexandra
Hotel, Bath  Street, Glasgow ;. ** Western  Australia *, J. E.
Heginbottom.

March 16th.—undee and District Philatelic Society, in the Y.M.C.A,
Roonis, Dundew : Miscellaneous Ihsplays by Members.,  Messrs.
David, Baist, Richmond and Lindsay.

March 16th. -North London Philatelic Society, at 7, Canonlury Square,
London, N.: " Ceylon and Hong Kong ©. with  Display, K.
Heginbottom @ ** A Comparison between Gibhons' 1887 and 1911
Catalogues ", A, W, Mernington,

March 16th.—North of England Philatelic Socrety, in the Y.M.C.A,
Rooms, Blacketlt Street, Newcastle: ™ Furope ', Members.

March i7th.—Manchester  Philatelic Socicty, at the Manchester

Manchester
PParsonage :

Geographical Society’s Rooms, 16, St. Mary's Parsonage : ** Pritish
North American Colonies ™, with Display, ]. H. Abbott.
March asth.—Junior FPhilatelic Society, at 17, Fleet Street, F.C.:

O Falkiand Tslands ) with Display b, S, Darkin ; " Prussia ™, with
Msplay, Ralph Wedmore.

Mareh 2nth.— laverpool Philatelic Society, ol St George's Kestaurant,
5. Redeross Street: ** Prince Fdward Island ', P, L. Pemberton ;
" tireat Britain, 187086 7', ** Prince Edward Island =, Display.

PHILATELIC LECTURE,

March 11th.—Under the auspices of the Sonth Essex Philatelic Society,
at the P'ublic Library, Church Street. Stoke Newington, N., a
Lecture by Mr. W. K. Lincoln, on ** History of War as Shown by
Postage Stamps®™. Admission free.

AUCTION SALES.

March 6th.—Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 63/64, Chancery Lane, W.C.

March 7th and &ih.—Messrs. Glendining & Co., at 7. Argyll Street,
Regent Street, V.

March gth and joth.—Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 6364, Chancery
Lane, W.C

March 1oth.— Messrs. Sotheby, Wilkinson & Hodge, at 13, Wellington
Street, Strand, W.C., at 1 o’clock precisely.

March tith and 13th.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co.. at 69, Fleet
Street, E.C.

March 14th and 1sth.—DMessrs. Puttick & Simpson, at 47. Leicester
Square, London, W.C,

March 16th.-—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69, Fleet Street, E.C.

March 16th and 17th.—Messrs. Vemtom, Bull & Cooper, at the
Loudoun Hotel, Surrey Street, Strand, W.C.
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Rotes on Rew Issues
and Varicties.

The foan of spreimens of new stamps. and copies of official documents
velating  thereto or to changes in the current ssues, wrll be wmuchk
appreciated qud duly acknoieledged.

The niember s parventhesis after the name of n country s that of the issue of
the * S.CF in which the last veference to that countsy was nmaae.

Bavaria (415).—5ome of the Coutinental papers give the
colours of the Jubilee 1ssue, with portrait of the Regent.
3 pt., dark brown ongrey-bn. - 80 pf. violet on greyv-brown,
5 ,, dark green onfight gn. 1 mlk. brown on greyv-brown,

10 .. red on pale bluc. 2 . dark green on light grn.
20 ,, dark blue on pale bluc. 3 .. red on butt,

25 ,. Jdark violct on buff. 5 .. deep blue on bufl.
30, orunge on butf, 10, deep yellow on pale vel
40 . olive-brown on buff. 20 L. dark brown on cream.

S0, brown-rose on grey-bo.
As a model of philatelic rectitude, Bavaria would be bard
to beat —33 years without a chiange of type !

Indian Convention States (354). — We learn trom
Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. of the long-expected One Anna,
“ Pustage & Revenue ™ type of lodia, overprinted for use in
Gualior,

Ja., carmine (. & R.), overprinted + Gwalior.”

Johore.—A note from Messrs. Whitheld King & Co., that
the Three Cents has been issucd on Mnltiple Quatrefoil
paper, reminds us of certain onnssions from our fist. and
which we now chronicle,

Chalk-surfuced Paper
Siugle Quatrcfoil. Multiple Quatrefoil.
1c., purple and green. de.. purple and olive-black.
2c, . arange. e, . cirmine,

Newfoundland (316).—T he badiy lithographed set seems,
after coruetting with perforating wachmes of various ganges.
to be 1 process of bLeing gradually superseded by a line.
engraved series.

So far, we have heard definitely of the Six Ceunts only,
which is perf. 14.

Engraved.  6ct., dark purplish brown.

« Ewen's Weekly Stamp News " mentions a block of sixty
{3 top rows of two panes, side by side) of the hthograpied
One Cent., which, like the other values, was chronicled only
in sheets of one hundred, but which seems to also exist in
shects of two hundred. This particalar block is perforated
12 X 11,

Persia (413).—A new design showing the Lion within a
laurel wreath 1s chronicled by soneof our foreign contempor-
aries. the valnes and colonrs (the sccond. that of the centrey,
being given as follows :—

1 sh.. orange and brown. 8 shy, grey and hrown,

2 o hilac and brown, 14 ., deep blue and brown,
3 0 green and brown. 26 .. deep greenand brown,
6 .. redand brown. 1 hr.. violet and olive.

Portuguese Colonies (412).—Iu sending us a set of the
new Nyassa stamps. Messrs. Whitfield, King & Co. inform us
that the superseded series is not to be over-printed * RE-
PURBLICA,” and that the new issue will not be put on siale—
except by accident, we presmme—withont that revolutionary
addition, which is always in red.

'),‘j WA

trom  line-

labels
engraved plates, one for the central vignette and the other
for the frame—even in the three instances in which centre

These handsome are printed direct

and frame are in the same colour. The vessel portraved in
the highiest three values is that of the celebrated Navigator,
Vasco da Gama (of 1898 philatelic famey, the Cross shown on
the sails being that of the Society of Jesus, an emblem fre-
gquently borne by ships of four hundred years ago.

Overprinted » REPURLICA ™,
Cantel type. Girafie type.
24r.. deep grey and black. 7ar., bistre and black.
Sr., black. 100, .. v 0N green,
10r.. olive-green and black. 200r ., bliick on buff.
Zvbra type. Ship type.
20r., carmine and black. 300r., black on bluce.
25r., brown and - 10 sepraand black.
S, blae und S, deep brown and black.

The stamps are engraved aond printed by Waterlow &
Sons, I.td., of LLondon, n sheets of 50.

The following paragraph, under the heading of Portuguese
Couge appeared i ** Ewen's Weekly Stamp News,” of the
25th ult.

The first Republican stanips of this Colony are of a quite unex-
pected nature. Failing to receive supphies of the low values from
home, the colony had to borrow from the neighbouring Angola,
with the result given below,

Stumps of Angola, surcharged ** CONGO —REPUBLICA ™ and a
thick bar over the name * Angola.™
Surch. black and red.
10 yellow-green " i
15 ., green . '

For these particulars we are indebted to e Post (8.2.11-26),
The fact that the surcharge is in two colours rather implies that
the stamps had already been averprinted ** Republica ™ in Angola,
and that they then received a second overpring of ¢ Congo. ™

3 reis arange

—p P —

South Seas Stamps.

g are informed by the Crown Agents for the Colonies,

that a great deal of trouble to officials and disappoint.

ment 1o collectors, is being occasioned by the fact that the

latter have been addressing their applications, for the New

Hebrides Condominium and other South Seas Stamps, to
Fiji, where they are not on sale.

The following are the correcl addresses to use in each
case:—

New Hebrides Condominium
(F-nglish values).
Ditto
(French values).

The Postmaster,
Vila, New Hebrides.
Agence Comptable des timbres poste,
Coloniaux,
36, Rue Vaneau, Paris.
The Postmaster,
Tulagi, Solomon Islands.
The Postinaster,
Nakualofa, Tonga.
The Postmaster,
(Jcean Island,
Gilbert & Ellice Islands Protectorate.

British Solomon Islands
Protectorate.

Tonga.

Gilbert & Ellice Islands
Protectorate,
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T he Value of Philately.

By CHarnis F. INGraM.

¢ Prize Issay, South IZssex Philatelic Socicty's Exhibition,
Section [11., Cluss 1.)

Puu,A'rﬁLv may be said to have originated about ten years
after the introduction of postage stamps in 1840. For
some time it was regarded merely as a passing craze, indulged
i only by young people. But gradually the value of the
pursait began to assert itself, and the influence of Plnlately
increased to a wonderiul extent throughout the world., Its
fascination and educational value have acquired recognition
from all classes, and to-day Philately 1s regarded not as a
mere hobby, but as a science, with its own Sociology and
Liiterature, and ranking among its adlierents, kings, queens,
princes, presidents, great financiers, and many prominent
men of affairs. In every civilised part of the world you will
undoubtedly find stamp collecting in evidence ; indeed, its
internationality is one of its most pronounced features.

Philately is primarily an intellectual pursuit. It develops
a taste for art and science, and stiinulates research in nearly
every branch of learning, The philatelist inay not unreason-
ably be hkened to the student of Nuature, whose inind is
roused to inquiry by the infinite variety which surrounds him.

As an educational factor, Philately possesses many advan-
tages. It shows clearly by comparison the history, geography,
language, politics, and the fine arts of the many countries
that issue stamps. The geographical position of piaces
becomes impressed on the mind, and a knowledge of the
currencies and values is gradually acquired. Then again,
the arrangement of the stainps in their various positions of
value and issue, gives to the student a taste for order—a very
necessary adjunct to one’s gunalifications. Many prominent
schoolmasters have of late years advocated the introduction
of stamp collections in schooels, as aids to study, realising
that the postage stamp was a key to much definite informa-
tion, and presentable 1 a forin that was at once interesting
and attractive.

The entire histories of many states and countries may be
built up fromn a study of their postage stamps. The stamps
of the Transvaal, for instance, afford a complete history of
the many changes of goverument that have taken place in
this colony. First we had a very roughly execnted specimen,
bearing the arms of the Republic, in 1870, with the inscrip-
tion in Datch; ten yvears later the first British Occupation
took plare, and these stamps were overprinted “V.R.
Transvaal.” lLater they were supplanted by a new stamp
bearing the head of (ueen Victoria, and inscribed * Trans-
vaal Postage.”

After Majuba, the Boers apain held the reins of govern-
ment, and, pending a new issue of their own, overprinted
these QQueen’s Head stamps with the imtials of the state.
In 1885, a further set was issued again bearing the arms of
the Republic, But somewhat smaller than the issue of 1870.
During the Boer War of 1899-1902, these stamps were over-
printed “ V.R.1.", and later, after the death of (Jueen Victoria,
*“E.R.I." Then followed the present issue bearing the por-
trait of King Edward. The stamp-album in this way
possesses many such interesting records of historical facts,
and may thus add much interest to a snitable school lesson.

Art and Philately to-day have much in common. The vast
variety of designs employed on postage stamps cover a wide
field of art. The works of great painters have been much
used. Many artists form a collection of the more beautiful
speciinens solely to study designs. That beautiful stamps are
becoming the fashion is inanitested by the numerous colonial
issues of localised views in preference to the more usual por-
traiture type. The issues of New Zealand and Tasmania, for

instance, illustrate some of the prettiest scenery and rare birds
of that part of our Empire, and are a great success in this
direction. Some of the United States issues are also of con-
siderable pictorial interest, many important incidents of the
nation's history are splendidly designed. Iu the issue of 1869
the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 177615 well
depicted, and a scene of the landing of Columbus 18 also
shown., Throughout their postal history the Americans have
adhered to the practice of perpetnating the memory of their
great Statesmen by engraving miniature portraits of them on
their stamps. Thus we have quite a gallery of American
celebrities, with whose features une may become familiar.

The postage stamp also forms a very convenient mode of
advertising a national anniversary. The recent issues of
Chili, a pictorial series of ffteen values, illustrate incidents
of Chilian history during a period of one hundred years.

The study of watermarks and varieties of paper, 1s a good
introduction to a lesson on paper-making, and the various
styles of printing offer material for a very interesting lesson.

The Australian stamps, for instance, are printed on
numerous varieties of paper. There are thick and thin and
interimediate qualities of white wove paper, and also tinted
and toned wove papers. It is thus open for a studious col-
lector to acquire a fair knowledge of the qualities and kinds
of paper manufactured.

It would take more space than | have at iy disposal to
thuroughly exhaust the points of value to which Plilately can
lay claim. But it seemns a fitting conclusion to remark that
no surer step has been taken towards establishing Philately
as a study than the provision made in the British Museum
for a permanent exhibition of the collection of one of the
greatest of philatelists.

i ——E & W——— — -
TFThe S.2.2.5. Philatelic Qxhibition,

SUPPLEMENTARY AWARDS.

T wue judging of Sections 4, 5, and 6 of the competitive

departinent of the recent Postage Stamp Exhibition at
Walthamstow has now beeu completed, the awards being
bestowed as follows :—

SEcTION 4: LoosE-LEAF ALBUMS.

Silver medal, Mr. W, S. Lincoln; bronze medal, Mr. D,
Field; diplomas, the Proprietors of *Chums’ and Messrs.
Whitfield King & Co., Ipswich.

SECTION 4A: PRINTED ALBUMS.

Silver medal, Messrs. Whitfield King & Co.: bronze medals,
Mr. W. S. Lincoln and Messrs. Ewens, Limited ; diploma,
Mr. T. H. Hinton; extra diploma, Mi. W. S, Lincoln’s
special album for the stainps of King Edward VI

SecTion 5@ PimtateLic PusLicaTions,
Diploma, * Stamp Collecting Notes,” by W. S. Lincoln.

SECTION 6: PHILATELIC ACCESSORIES.

Diploma to Mr. W. S. Lincoln for various accessories.

It is to he regretted that some of the competitive sections
of the excellent Walthamstow Exhibition were treated with
extraordinary apathy by collectors, by the stamp trade and
by the philatelic public generally. The programme of
sections was most admirably schemed, and it is amazing that
there should have been such meagre entries as to produce in
certain instances practically no contest at all. Such occur-
reuaces are a sore discouragement to Societies and individuals
expending much money, time and energy in promoting
exhibitions for the wider dissemination of philatelic knowledge,
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@he Gauging of Perforations.

A STUDY OF POSSIBLE

By

(Continued from  page

COMBINATIONS FROM VARYING GAUGES.
IRWIN FARIS,

253 of Vol. XVIj.

“uE New Zealand machine of 1873 is an example of uneven

It is, of conrse, possible for comb nachines to vary to the

comb. Described as 12 X 114 ™ it varied from 114 to | same extent as single-lines, thus :—
12, giving both simples and eompounds. i
113 1y 12 12} 124 123 13 134 134 14
t 12 12p 2% 12p 13 13p a8y 1y 14p 14§

! have, in this and other diagrams, shown much greater Perf. 12§ to 13 compound with 11, 11},
differences than probably exist in anv machine in usge. but Pert. 11 or 114 componnd wiath 124 to 14,
extreme examples are more readily followed. The remarks | “tPerf. compound of 124 to 14 and 11, 114,
regarding single-line heads of greater length than the row of #Perf. componnd ot 124 to 1y with 11, 1.
stamps apply, nutatis mutandis, to comnhs, excepting that with Perf. compound of 12} to 14 with 11 or 114,
latter the sheets must (in the case of closelv-spaced oblong +Perf. 11, 114, 124 to 13 componnd.
stamps) be ted into horizontal machines top-first or hottom- 'Perf. compound of 11. 114, 124 to 14.

first, and into vertical machines right or left.hand side first.
t.e., the same achine cannot work both horizontally and
vertically.

“ Perf. 12 to 13" is an extension of the preceding term, and
indicates that the machine produces ilso the interinediate
panges between 12 and 13, thus greatly increasing the number
of possible combinations of perforation.

The remarks applying to * perf. 12, 13" apply mutatis
mutandis to this term alsa.

“Perf. 12, 13, 14 to 167 is an extension of the two
preceding terms, and indicates that the machine produces
gauges of 12. 13, 14, 16, and the interinediate ganges between
14 and 16, but neot those between 12and 13, nor those hetween
13 and ty.

The remarks applying to the term * perf. 12, 13" apply
mutatis mutandis to this also.

“Perf. 11x14" indicates only 11X 14, w0t the reverse
compound 13X 11 nor simples. It may apply either to a
comb, or to two single-line heads of 11 and 13 respectively,
the 11 head working only horizontally and the 13 head only
vertically. (It is, however.unusnal for each of the two heads
to be kept in horizonal and vertical lines respectively. They
generally exchange duties occasionally, and produce simples
or reverse compounds}.

This term cannot be applied to one single line head partly
t1 and partly 14 (the correct term for such being* perf. 11 or
14 ") seeing that such a machine wonld produce both simples
and compounds (see diagrams K and L).

Perf. 11 and 14 compound,
Perf. compound of 11 and 14.
Perf. componnd of 11 with 134.
Perf. 11 compound with 14.
Perf. 11 x14 and 14x 11,

Perf. t1 X 14 Oor 14x11.

Perf. 11X 1y, 14X 11,

These are equal terms and an extension of the preceding
term, indicating that the achine produces both 11X 14 and
14X 11, but not simples. It may apply to either a comb or
to two single-lines of 11 and 14 respectively, but as the term
does not provide for simples the same single-line head could
not be used both horizontally and vertically on same sheet.

These are equal terms and an extension of preceding term,
indicating that machine produces no simples but both
compounds, and reverse compounds of 11 or 114 with any of
following (omitting fractions other than fourths):—124. 124,
13. 134, 134, 133 and 14. They apply o corub machine only,
as an uneven singleline head or heads would produce
simples also.

'iPerf.
; Perd.
Perf.
iPerf.
Perf.
tiPert.
Perf.

These are equal terins, and an extension of preceding term,
and indicate that machine produces no simples but both
componnds and reverse compounnds of 11, 11}, 114, 11} and
12 with any of the following (omitting fractions other than
fourthsy:—134. 134, 133 and 13, They apply to comb
machine only, as uneven single-hue head, or heads, wonld
prudnce simples also.

13to 14 and 11 to 12 compound.
cotmpound 13 to 13 with 11 to 12,
11 to 12 componnd with 13 to 14.

11 10 12, 13 to 14 compound,
compound 11 to 12, 13 to 14.
compound 11 to 12 and 13 to 14,
compound of 11 to 12 with 13 to 14.

l.ists such as above, and the two preceding, show the
existing need for recognised terms for describing various
machines.

Perf. compound of 114, 12 with 124, 13.
Perf. compound of 114 or 12 with r24, 13.
Perf. 11}. 12, compound with 12§, 13.
Perf, 114 or 12, compound with 124 or 13.
I'Perf. compound of 114, 12, 124 and 13.

These are equal terms. and an extension of the two

*These terms are inadvisable, hbeinyg amhurguuus. They nught be construed to
indicate existence of simples of 11 or 114,

1These terms are inadmisaible. as they indicate compounds of 11 and 1A (11 7 11}
ur 114 x 11} which the other forms of term do not.

_These terms are inadvinable as they may be construed to indicate simples also.

$These terms are inadmissible as they indicate compounds of perf. 11 to 12«11 >
g, 10211, 112114, 11 7 12 and reverse compounds) which other formaof the
term do not.

This term is inadmissible as it may be construed toindicate compounds of 114,
12 and 124 and simple of 13; and further it indicates exmtence of compounds
uf 114 and 120008 x 12, o 122114 or compound of 124 und 12 {124 7 13, or
13 % 1'2h) whih other forms of the term do not.

L
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preceding terms. They should indicate a comb machine
producing some or all of the following :—

Ty Xz 12 X11d | 13xa1d
kX3 124 X12 | 13X12

but nat simples of any; nor intermediate ganges 11}, 124, 123.

12X 124
12X13

‘T'he remarks opposite preceding set

of terms apply
matutis mutandis to these also.

Perf. 1y x13, 134
Perf. 1313 or 134
Perf. 14X 13, 13X 134

Are equal terms, and indicate a
- comb machine gauging 14 in head
) line, 13 in soine teeth and 134 in
others; or two single-line heads, one gauging 14 and the
other partly 13 and partly 134, the 14 head being used only
forl horizontal lines, and the other head for vertical lines
only.

The remarks (including that in first parenthesis) opposite
the term * perf. 11X 14" apply mutatis mutandis to these
terms also,

These terms do not provide for the reverse compounds
13X 14, 134 X 14, nor for 14X 134, 134 X 13, nor for simples.

“Perf. 14X 1310 134 Anextension of preceding term and
indicates that machine also produces 14x13} (omitting
fractions other than fourths).

The remarks applying to preceding set of terms apply,
mutatis mutandis, to this also.

“ Perf. 14X 13 and 134.” This term is inadmissible, being
ambiguous. It might indicate same as “perf. 13X13 or
134, or a double componnd 14x 13X 14X 134, or that there
exist both * 14X 13" and * 134 simple,”

“ Perf. 114 to 12 compound with 114 to 12." This may be
applied to either singie line or comb machine, and indicates
that inachine produces simples, compounds and double
compounds. As a general rule a compound term does not
indicate existence of simples, but in this case the same
gauges being compound with cach other simples must result.

“Perf. 11 and 14" This term is inadmissible, being
ambignous. 1t may be construed to mean * perf. 11 or 14"
{which indicates simples and compounds) or * perf. 11 com-
pound with 14."

“ Double compounds ™, snch as 13X13X 13X 14, 13X 14X
14X 14, 0T 13X 14X 14X 13, INay occur owing to :—

1.—An uneven comb, much longer than row of stamps, and
sheet being placed under different portions of comb for two
succeeding strokes, thns :—

velo OO NN SN SO RLE SN £ 1
i % : : : : :
dire / Wy wv a2 i 3 Ay
: ) : :
-3 . 1 Jeiaaeetasacanboanen
the g 1M ‘ T
2.—Ditto with long, uneven, single-line head. (See

diagram L.)

3.—The omission of a line of perforation by a single-line
machine, and the oversight rectified by insertion of a line of
perf. by another machine of a different gauge.

4.—* Mixed " perfs., from strips of which specimens of
double compounds may often be detached. * Mixed " perfs.
must not be confused with * compounds ’ nor with * double "
compounds.” The terin is applied to stamps from sheets
which have heen incoinpletely or defectively perforated in
first instance, then (usually) patched at back with strips of
paper where perforations incomplete or defective, and re-

[The

perforated in such places with a single-line of different gauge
to the origlnal perfs. which may have been either comb or
single-line. In some cases the patching is omitted and the
two perforations either blend or lie parallel.

According to catalogues *“mixed " stamps first appeared in
N.Z. issues in 1901, but this isan error. I hold unused blocks
of 1d. Queen's Head mixed 10 and 11, and mixed 10 and 124 ;
also zd. Queen's Head mixed 10 and 11, and used specimens
of 1d. and 2d. Queen's Head. and 1d. pictorial (two colour),
obviously from ** mixed " blocks.

A few iucorrect or imsleading termns in common use :—

N.Z. full-face, 1863/1866. * Perf. 124 or 13" This term
indicates one machine, whereas each of the two gauges was
from a separate machine. Each machine should beincluded
in term, thus :(—

“ Perf. (A)—123 S.L.
(B)—13 S.1..7

or a list of stanps given under each heading,
N.Z. 4d., 1875. *Perf. 124 X10. ** Asthis exists both 124 X

10 and 10X 124, the term should be * perf. 10 compound
with 124."

N.Z. 1878. “ Perf. 12X 114, This was a comb machine
and varied from 113 to 12, giving both simples and com-

peunds. Term should be * perf. 114 to 12 compound with
113 to 12, comb.”
N.Z. 1898, * Perf. 12 to 14, 14 and 15.”

I prefer * perf. 12 to 14, 15 S.L.."”

N.Z.1401. ** Perf. 12 to 14, 14} or 15.”
I prefer ** perf. 12 to 14, 144, 15, S.L..”
By the way, if this was same machine as used in
1898 issue, why any difference 1n description ?
N.Z. = Mixed perfs.” 1 prefer “perf. mixed 11 and 13.
S
N.Z. 1go2/7. * Perf. 14.”
This was perf. 14 to 14}, S.L.”
N.Z. 1go7. * Perf. 13x13, 134."”
This was * perf. 14X 13 to 134, comb.,”
N.Z. Insurance dd. and 1d. * Perf. 10 and 11 compound.”

SURE A SNV SIS SRR 5 NN
R I B Y TR
RENTTOERV A i '/33"2,"/'13"2'?5!“’5' Hy ':"}s'i R S

I believe the 4d. exists only in 11X 10.
1d. only in 10X 11.
If so, they should be quoted separately.

N.Z. Insurance (V.R.). *Perf. 11 and 14 compound.”
1 believe this exists only in 14X 11.
If so, term should be ** perf. 14X 11 S.L."

N.Z. Insurance 1d. (no V.R.\.
and 14."
I believe this exists only in 14X 11,
If so, term should be * perf. 1411 S.L.”

“ Perf. compound of 11

Exn.]
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@he Philatelic Press.

By 1HE Epitok.

The ** Stamp Collector’ (U.3.A.)in a New Size.

Our excellent American contemporary, the » Stamp Col-
lector,” edited and published by Mr. George Ward Linn, of
Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A., has undergone a change of shape.
It has reduced itself from something like ten inches by seven
to a superficial area of about seven inches by five,

In its new form the journal is reminiscent of the defunct
“ Stamp Book™ of Boston U.S.A., which was one of the
daintiest bits of printing in the world of philatelic journalism-
We congratulate Mr. Linn on the excellent typography and
the natty make-up of his new production.

The news-letters from all quarters which are a prominent
feature of the Columbus * Stamp Collector " are brightly
written and obviously contributed by inen in the movement.

The ‘‘South African Philatelist.”

The fourth number of a new paper bearing this title lies
before us. It is dated February, 1911, so one must assume
that the new journal was launched in Novewber last,

There was, unless our memory is at fault, a former ** South
African Philatelist * produced at svine tine in the - nineties,”
but that was merelv a hithographed manuscript production—
albeit a splendid budget of philatelic matter—whereas our
new contemporary is excellently printed by a Johaunesburg
firm.

The revival of South African Philately is demonstrated by
this welcome addition to the periodical jonrnals of the hobby.
There are now four live philatelic societies in Sonth Africa,
located respectively in Natal, the Transvaal, the Orange
Free State, and Rhodesia, all of which are heing served by
this new paper in the capacity of official journal.

In the issue before us we find a fanciful causerie entitled
“ Nights at the Round Table,”” some Jottings, a Societly paper
and various reports, notes from Rhodesia, &c., &c. Al
excellent in its way, but we shall hope as the * S.A.P."” grows
older and strengthens its position to see our contenporary
giving us occasionally stronger philatelic fare than this. It
has a rich field in the stamps of the South African Colonies,
and one that has by no means been exhausted by previous
investigators.

Bechuanaland Protectorate, No. 79, *‘(iibbons.”

In the issue of the * South African Philatelist*' nnder
notice appears a short article dealing with the * Bechuana-
land Protectorate "’ on the current 6d. Transvaal. which has
duly found its way into Part 1 of the Stanley Gibbons
Catalogue as No. 79.

Since the Fortuightly we think, the first British
journal to chronicle tus issne, we shall venture to reproduce
the article in its entirety :—

was,

Caonsiderable surprise has been caused by the inclusion i the
new Gibbons Pt. L. of a * Bechuanaland Protectorate ™ over-
printed on the current Transvaal 6d At the mecting of the
J.G PS on January 10, Me Schoficld read a fetter he had
reccived from the Postmaster at Mafeking, in which it was stated
that the stamp in question had been issucd to a few Commis.
sioners of Revenue for tiscal purposcs only, and that it had never
been sold by the post-office or authorised for postal use It
follows, thercfore, that any postal cancellation found on this

Jorbidden,

stamp must have been put there by some complaisant post-office
clerk  Surely, then, if the cancelling stamp s clearly dated, it
must be possible to trace the canceller  In the same conncection
it was remiarked that more than one member present possessed
Transvaul stamps, overprinted for revenue purposes in Swazie-
Lind. po-tilly cancelled e o by favour and unotliciably). but thae
no ane would dream of chuning them as postal fiscals or allowing
them catalogue status. If S.G. wmcludes the Bechuanaband
rubbish, why does he boggle about the Transvaal and QR C.
C.8 A R.oassues. which, whatever be thowr status, at Jeast did
legitimate postal duty ?

This note was written before recopt of GOS8 W, Dec. 24, in
which appears another Mafeking letter to the saome efect, with
an addinional footnote, ** But see page 4997 On po 499 we read
a letter from the Restdent Commissioner™s Office. Mafeking  The
ofticial in question admits that they were ©* obtiuned for Revenue
purposes.”” and goes on— But as they are printed *© postage and
revenue.” and there is no Government notice ia force stating what
stamps are available for postal purposes, they can be legally used
to prepay postage i the Protectorate.” It appears, therefore,
that Revenue officials diverted o postal use stamps they had
obtained for another purpose and did so becanse i was not
No doubt a weak post-othce clerk was induced to
accept this plea!  After all. the express statement of a postal
authority ought to over-ride the guibble of ** legal ' because not
forbudden.

The Birmingham Society’s Official Journal.

We spoke just now of changes in the Awerican ** Stamp
Collector.” We are glad at the same time to note a distinet
improvement in the Bitmingham journal of the same title—
the Official Journal of the Bivminglian Philatelic Society.
It is fitting that in the vear of the Birmngham Congress the
* Stamnp Collector ** shonld  assert increased claims to
recognition,

An excellent paper on » The plating of the T'wo Pence
Victoria. Tvpe 2. Engraved and lLithographed ™ from the
pen of Mr. Chatles A. Stephenson. one of the Vice Presidents
ol the B.P.S.,1s a feature of the February issne, which also
contains contributions by =~ BAWAV My, Heginbottom and
Mr. Darlow. Tnheteis an earnest plea, which we hope will
not tall upon unheeding ears, for financial support for the
Third Philatelic Congress of GGreat Britain.

The series of personal articles now running in the ** Stamp
Collector ™" hasreached No. g.which is devoted to Mr. Charles
AL Stephenson, whose coutribution to the same issue we have
just mentioned.  Mr. Stephenson’s ecollection is deseribed as
“a representative one of all 1he British Colonies (except
LLabnan, North Borneo and Papna), with Great Britain,
Barbados, St. Vincent, Trinidad, and Victoria specialised.”

“**The Call of Specialism.”

The issue of * Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News™ for
February 11th is nutable for a thoughtful and sngeestive
paper by Mr. Harold 1.. Kyellstedt, under the title, * The
Call of Specialism.” It is an article dealing in a new and
interesting manner with the question of generalisin as agaimst
specialism. and we think its reproduction here will not be
unwelcome to Fortnightly readers:—

The *simple tife ™ idea which originated i England  and
brought into existence reform catalogoes, and printed albums
climinating all perforation, watermark. and paper varieties, does
not seem to meet with the widespread and enduring favor which
was expected. Fam inclined to believe that the * urgent need ™
and *long felt want ' of the advocated reforms were neither as
urgent nor as long felt as their votaries tried to made out. In
making this statement, | have particular reference to the young
callectors in our own United States The average American col-
lector is ton much awake commercially to permit himscelf to miss
possible opportunities by consulting abbreviated stamp catalogues,
I must frankly confess that during my carcer as o collector of
stamps. [ have never yet met with a fellow collector, young or old,
who has complained of Scott’s catalogue being too difficult to
understand or containing too mumy varieties, and this potwith.
standing the fact that | bhave a number of boy collectors amaong
my acquaintances.  Watching the boys at local stamp mectings,
I have found them extremely keen on catalogue values and the
dexterity with which they handle their < Scott™s ™ indicates great
familiurity with its contents.  Naturally there are a number of
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young collectors who cheat themselves by trying to collect with-
out a catalogue, and having no other excuse to offer, they blame
it on the catalogue,  It's no good, and 1 wouldn't have it ! And,
of course, the reform catalogues are just as bad—and cost pretry
near as much,

Up to late years, specialism, in the mind of the average collector
wascapital devoted to * bloating.”  With “ bloating * was under-
stood the collecting of entire sheets, panets, large blocks and
hundreds of single specimens of single scarce stamps. | would
say that it was the knowledge gained from these * bloated " col.
lections which laid the foundation for modern specialism or—the
study of stamps.  BEvery serious student of stamps, if he collects
the issues of the world or u single issuc of his own country, is i
specialist on stamps or what we are pleased to call a philatelist,
To a large extent the study of stamps consists of a search for
variations from the normatl and their causes.  But there are other
branches of vhe study, such as postal geography, postal history,
the art in stamp design and the technology of stamp manufacture.
cte. Every student of stamps who becomes proficient in one or
all of these branches is a specialist. The classification @ general
collectors and specialist, is hardly correct, because the generad
collector who studies the issues of the world is a specialist along
broader lines than collectors of single countries or issues.  The
collector of a single country who does not study his stamps, is
not more of a specialist than the general collector whose chief aim
is the accumulation of stamps,  If the inclination to study and
the desire to know the whys and whercefores of stamps are lacking
in a collector’s make-up, his conncection with the hobby will end
in disappointment.  If, on the other hand, he has the qualitics
mentioned, he will not be collecting long before he feels the call
of specialism and drifts into its charming byways and fascinating
pursuits,

If the old collectors would give a helping hand to the stamp
collecting boys with which they come in contact and guide their
first cfforts in the right direction, they would render the future of
philately the greatest service possible and at the same time have
the pleasure of living over again the carly duys of unbounded
enthusiasm. Recent expericnces with alittle boy of about 74 years
old huave convinced me, that the comfortable and seltish policy
of leaving the small boy to shift for himself, is not only mistaken

but fraught with disastrous results as far as the future philatelic
life of the Doy is concerned. | started my little feliow collector
with a number of Europeans, good hinges, and half a dozen blank
approval books.  As he has frequently been watching me when ]
have been working over my album, he has been used to see
nothing but stamps in fine condition.  In the lot of continentals |
gave him. | purposely put in a few stamps that were very heavily
cuncelled, torn, or had the perforations clipped on one side. 1t
did not take long before he stood by my side with these stumps
in his hinds and said ; ** You wouldn’t use stamps like that would
you? T assured him | certamnly would not, and this httle
practical lesson was all that was needed to open his eyes to the
importance of condition. 1 was puzzled at first what advice to
give in regard to arrangement. A little boy in ¢ Primary B
has no idea of geagraphical divisions but he has a very good idea
of pictures. Here was the solution,  He was asked to group his
stamps according to similarity of designs and the result was very
satisfactory.  He had the English, German, French, Austrian,
Russian, Swiss, and  Swedish stamps nicely separated. Then
followed the lesson in mounting, and after a little practice he did
nicety.  The other evening he came with one of his books and a
red stamp, and asked me if he should put it in. 1 looked in the
bool and found a copy of the sume stamp already mounted, but,
when | called his attention to this fact he said @ Yes. | know,
but this one is much redder.””  And so it was. A far deeper
carmine shade. | had never referred to the subject of colour
shades in any wiay or manner, so | beheve it was simply an carly
call of specialism,

1 do not believe that a philatelic editor serves the best interests
of his bay readers who tries to minimize the serious features of
the hobby, and reduce it to a childish pastime in order not to dis-
courage the young collector.  But, naturally, it is far easicr to
scare o boy away from o subject than to try to explain it to him.
I1f the features of stamp collecting, which gives us sybjects for
study, had been climinated. the word philately would never have
been coined, Tt was the call of specialism swhich caused the carly
collectors to despise the mere hoarding of stumps, and develop
the pastime into o systematic rescacch, It as the call of
speciahsm we have to thank for the recognized position philately
occupies to-day,

The Collection of Postage Stamps

of 5. R. Crockett, Esq.

MESSRS.

SOTHEBY, WILKINSON & HODGE

Wwill SELL BY AUCTION,

At their House, No. 13, Wellington Street,
Strand, W.C.,

On FRIDAY, MARCH 10th, ** Ofreec®

PRECISELY,

The General Collection of

POSTAGE STAMPS

FORMED BY

S. R. CROCKETT, Esq.,

Torwood, Peebles, N.B,,
who 1s giving up collecting all but French & Spanish Stamps,

INCLUDING

FINE MINT BLOCKS OF FOUR.

MANY

May be Viewed Two Days prior. Catalogues may be had.

RECENT PURCHASE. W

UNUSED HOLLAND

iwhich gaincd a Gold Medal at the London Philatelic Exhibition, 1906.)

A Superb ..
Collection of

The 15t issue (1852) includes the
following exceptional pieces.

S true milky blue, strip of 4.

5¢. blue. 3 bliwks of 4, one contaming
retouches.

B0, very deep blue, blocks of 4 and 6.

3c. steel hlue, Aine shades.

10c.. blocks of 4. 6 and 10,

10¢., portion of sheet, 15 stamps.

10, var, horn repaiced, block of 10,

13¢., puirs and blocks of 4, 1n superb
shades.

186& (Ind msuu).

Sc¢. blue, blocks of 4 and of 4.
[0, rose, blocks of 4 and of 10,
150, urange, block of 10,

1867-71 tdrd issue)

A superb ranpge of shades in paies,
strips and blocks.

18680-T71 (4th ssue).
A and Zhc., perf. 14, small holes, and 21
hlocks of 4 and upwards,
1872-88.
The 5th issue includes 46 blocks of 4,
with muny of the very rarest
perfs. of this interesting series.
1891-98.
*amall Queen’s Head ™ issue 18
admirably represented by a bril.
lant range of shades, and noless
than 116 blocks of 4. showing
most of the scarce first shades
in this condition.
1891-86, bi-colutred " large (Jueen's
Head ** issue.
18 blocks of 4. including 2 of the 3.

The

The Collectinn comprises also a won.
derful range of *imperforate
stamps, Proofs, Colour Trials,
und some rare Essays,

Exceedingly choice selections of Holland are now ready.
Advanced Collectors' ** Want Lists* solicited, and will
receive prompt personal attention,

My biamonthly Circular, containing a full list of Holland, will
be forwarded gratis and post free to any collector men-

tioning the S8.C.F.
BIRMINGHAM,

W. T. WILSON, ™ uanoeworrs,
ENGLAND.
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Philatelists

of @o~Day.

XXXIL—MR. E. P

'rnl". author of the thoughtful and interesting paper on

the 18385 stamps of Finland, commencing m this
number of the Fortuightly, is a well-known member of
the North of England Phiatelic Society, and will he
one of the delegates of that Society at the Thud Plolatelic
Congress of Great Britain at Bir-

HILPOT-CROWTHER.

engineering practice drew hitt away to Newcastle-on-
Tyne. While residing in the north he has pursaed his
hobby as ardently as cver, and has proved hunself o
useful member of the local society.  FBast vear, it will
be remembered, he came to London to attend the

Congress as delegate of the Dun-

mingham 1n June next.

Mr. Phulpot-Crowther's portrait
has already  appeared in the
“S.CUEFTT some two vears apo, in
counection with the proceedings
of the First DPhilatelic Congress
at Manchester in February, 1911,
but no apology will be needed for
re-introdducing him to the reader
as one of the © Philitelists of To-
Day.”

IFor many vears an ardent phil-
atehst of the " advianced 7 tvpe—
using the word in 1ts best sense—
Mr. Philpot-Crowther first caime
to the front in Philatelic Society
work in connection with the South
\Wales and Monmouthshire Phila-
telic Society, whose members
were recruited in Cardiff, New-
port and elsewhere. .\s chairman
—and a very encrgetic and useful
chairman he made—-of the " South
\Wales and Monmouthshire™, the

A E. PHILPOT-CROWTHER.

dee and District Philatelic Society.

In the Fmmsh stamps of the
1855 ennssion Mr. Pladpot-Crow-
ther has chosen a subject which
his  been  singularly  neglected,
even by those who have devoted
considerable attention to the
stimps of  Finlind as a0 whole,
IThs paper on the subject is the
result of o long and patient study
of these stamps, during  which
thousands upon thousands of speci-
mens have been closely exannned.
Although heisable to <av much that
will he helpful to other collectors
of Finlands, there are many pomts
upon which a definite conclusion
is difficuly, if not hmpossible, i the
absence of official data upon the
subject. Itis Me. Philpot-Crow.
ther's hope—and also our own —
that the publication of his essay
on Finland, issuce of 1885, will
have the effect of eliciting further

subject of our sketch helped to
make Philatelic history in South
Wiales. The excellent Cardiff Exhibition was one
of the great events of that period. s a token of
the regard and esteem of his fellow members, Mr.

Philpot-Crowther was presented with a handsome piece
of plate, suitably inscribed, when the exigences of his

information from other readers of
the Fortuightly who miay be ina
position to supplement the facts now published, or 1o
sugpest sutisfnctor_\' answers to the various questions
raised in the course of the paper. The author will be
most pleased to hear from any of his fellow-philatelists
who are interested in the subject.




14 STAMP COLLECTORS

FORTNIGHTLY [No. 48]

March 18, 1911.

Btamp Colours.

SCIENTIFICALLY AND PRACTICALLY
CONSIDERED.

(Extracted from the report of a Paper vead hy Mr. R. A Mannings
before the Manchester Philatelic Society on 3rd March, 1911).

'l‘ His has always been a subject of difficulty to stamp

collectors, and in spite of all the colour charts and
works on the subject issned, there is as yet no absolutely
certain guide for thie exact classification of varieties in colour.

1 pretace my paper with what [ may term *“a few
elementary facts,” the first of which is that ** Colour ™ is not
a property of the substance which is said to possess it, but is
merely a sensation produced in the brain by the apparatus of
the eye when the light, which is being omitted by or reflected
from the substance, falis upon the retina. Colour therefore
has no real existence save in the brain of the observer, pruof
of this lies in the fact that an object which is carmine in day-
light look scarlet in yellow light, grey in green light, while in
the dark it is black, the colour varying according to the
couditions under which it is viewed, and as the substance
itselt undergoes no change when placed in different lights, we
conclude, firstly, that no specific colour can bhe definitely
associated with it, and, secondly, that light 1s necessary for
the production of colour.

By means ot a diagram of the spectrum, the appearance of
a narrow slit of white light viewed through an arrangement
of prisms shewed the emergent colours to range from red,
which is the least refracted, through orange, yellow, green,
and blue to violet, which undergoes the greatest refraction.
These colours may be recombined to inake a white light
as demonstrated by means of a disc painted as nearly as
possible with the primary colours of the spectrum, and made
to whirl rapidly ronnd its centre, the resnit being that the
circle will appear white.

The purity and brilliancy of these spectral colonrs cannet
be approached by mcans of pigments, A pigment colonr is
always a mixture of several colours, the predomination of one
or more of which over the others imparting to the pigment its
characteristic hue—in other words there are few, if any,
substances which reflect only a single coloured elementof the
white light which falls upon them and absorl; the rest. A
stamp which we call green in colour absorbs all the con-
stituents of the white light falling upon it except the green
ones and some of those in the immediate neighbourhood in
the spectrum, wiich are reflected back to the eve—its colour
in a white light is therefore called green. If w¢ look at it
by a red light, which has no green in its composition, it is
obvious that there is no green light for the stamp 1o reRect,
and it cannot in consequence send any green light to the eye.
It has not the property of reflecting any other kind of light,
and therefore appears to have no colour at all—that is to say
it looks what we called hlack. Black is not a colour, on the
contrary, it is the absence of colonr.

The number of colour names in ordinary use among stamp
collectors 1s about 340, and includes double and trebie.
barrelled names, also names produced by adding the words
pale, light, dark, deep, dull, bright, milky, &c., as prefixes.

In the 340 odd colour names given in Stanley Gibbons’ 1g11
foreign Catalogue
93 are Reds,

72 are Browns,
38 are GGreens,

36 are Blues,
26 are (ireys and Blacks,
25 are Lilac and Violet,

21 are Yellows,
20 are Purple and Mauves,
12 are Orange.

The colour names in general use are derived mainly from
the namnes of objects possessing the colours and from the
names and districts froin whence colour pigments are derived.
Among classes of objects giving or suggesting names to
colours may be mentioned : —

Flowers and fruits: Mauve, rose, lavender, hazei, chestnut,
cerise, and ma-one; minerals and precious stones : emerald,
amnethyst, garnet, malachite, turquoise, and ruby; insects
and vermin: puce, vermilion, and crimson; plants: such as
indigo and madder; metals: gold, cobalt, bronze, copper,

and cadwium ; skin and Besh: bull, chamoils, carnativn, aud
carnelian; fish: as salmon and Sepia; clotbs: scarlet and
drab; and persons: as Vandyke Brown, Perkins' Mauve.

Among Colour names derived fro-: towns or districts are
Gamboge, Sienna, Havana, Magenta, Solferino, Venetian,
and Turkey-red, Tyrian purple, &¢.

Shades may arise in various ways ; from a strictly philatelic
point of view the only collectible shades are such as arise
through different printings. The printer does not quite
succeed in matching the exact shade of the ink with which
he printed a previous supply and a ** Shade™ is the result.
Other causes of variation may occur after the stamp has
left the printer's hands, a hot or damp climate, a sea voyage,
prolonged exposure to a bright light or impure air, chemical
action or immersion Iin water, &c.

In judging the colour of a stamp it is important that
allowances should be made for the conditions under which
the specimen is seen; firstly, there is the character of the
light by which the stamp is shewn, diffused daylight is, of
course, the best. The direct rays of the sun in the latter
part of the day are apt to produce a yellowish tinge.  Gas-
light contains yellow rays in abundance, but this may be
obviated by the use of a bluish tinted globe or shade with
blue lining, the excess of yellow rays of the illuminant com-
bining with the blue complimentary colour of such a globe
or shade, and producing a more or less white resultant
light. The electric arc and acetylene gas give a fairly white
light, in some cases even tinged with blue or violet. An
incandescent gas mantle yields a light much less yellow than
that of an ordinary burner. Electric incandescent lamps
give a yellowish light, but if the current is strong the
yellowness is considerably less.

As we are often under the necessity of examining and
working at our stamps- by artificial light, it is well to know
approximately the effect which yellowish light has upon
colours, pale yellow becomes almost invisible and orange
much yellower, purple inclines to magenta, and violet to
purple, while blue assnmes a violet tinge and at the same
time becomes duller, green generally becomes bluer, and is
with difficulty distinguished from blue, but much depends
upun the absorptive quality of the piginent used. Greenish-
bine pigments, for example, sometimes owe their colour to
their absorption of the red, orange, and yellow rays, and
their reflection of the green, blue, and violet.

Next there is the question of distance from the eye;
a current penny British stamp look much rosier in colour
when a yard from the eve than it does at a distance of ten
inches, owing to the fact that in the centre of the retina
of the eye there exists what is known as the yellow spot.
where sensitiveness of vision is greatest, this spot contains
a brown pigment which absorbs pait of the light falling
upon it—to which fact, of course, it owes its colour. When
the stamp is viewed at a distance of a vard the whole of
its itnage falls within the yellow spot and sustains its full
absorhent effect—when at a short distance a portion of the
image falls outside the yellow spot, the full absorbent effect
is not experienced, and the colour therefore losing fewer of
its red rayvs appear redder.

With regard to * Successive and Simultaneous Con.
trasts” and * Colour Fatigue,” portions more applicable
to philatelist, I recommend themn, when they find the eye to
becomne confused after examining a number of shades, to
rest it by means of a card tinted with some ¢uiet colour such
as grey or dull-green.

In bi-coloured stamps it is advisable to conceal one of the
colours with a strip of paper while judging the other, but
stamps on colour paper are more difficult to dealt with, as
in most cases the ink is of sufficient transparency to shew
the colour of the underlying paper and its colour thus appears
modified by that of the paper.

The collector often when working with an illuminant which
is none of the best, sees what appears to he shades among a
lot of precisely similar stamps spread out on a table, and 1
may aptly express the sitnation by saying that “ The cold
grey light of morning has often bronght disillusionment to
the coilector who has retired to bed happy in the belief that
he was the possessor of uncatalogued shades.
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JYotes on JYew [ssues and Parieties.

The loan of specimens of new stamps. and copies of officinl ducuments
relattug theveto or to changes in the currvent rssues, will be much
appreciaied and duly acknowiedged.

The numbey tn purenthesis after the nase of u conntry fs that of the issue of
the ' S.CF.7 0 which the last refervence to that conntry scas maue. i
British Bechuanaland 1071, A great deal has been
written about the Six Peace. Transvaal, on chalky paper,
overprinted * British Bechuanaland,” which we were une of
—if not the —first to chronicie; and it would appear to be
the general opinion that. as this ** postage and revenne
stamp was issued purely for fiscal purposes, it should not be
classed as a postal at all, even if it bas Jone postal duty.
Without arguing such a very fine point as to wiien a ** post-
age and revenue’ stamp ceases to he a postal and a fiscal
and becomes a fiscal only—not throngh use—we reproduce a
ietter, kindly sent to us by Messrs, Bright & Son, who hiave
also shewn us the envelope (*registered " and *“ On H.M.K.")
in which the letter was sent, and which bears and was franked
by one of the above stamps:—
Registered.
Assistant Comnuissioner’s Oftice,
Gaberonces,
Bechuanaland Protectorate,
Ist November. 1910,
Sirs,—With reference to your letterof the 4th ultimo addressed
to the Government Scerctary. Mafeking. and enclosing a Postal
Order of the value of * * * *in payment for ¢ ° Transvaal
Postage and Revenue Stamps.  overprinted - Bechuanaland
Protectorate,”” of the face value of 64 each. 1 beg to inform you
that your letter has been transmitted to me and | enclose here:
with * * of the stamps referred to, the *© * stamp boing
affixed to the envelope covering this letter, as requested by you.
I am, Sirs,
Your obedient Servant,
J. GLENHERG,
Assistant Commissioner.

No. 1163/10

Messrs. Bright & Son,
164, Strand, London, W.C.

Messrs. Bright & Son remind us that the first used copy
they had, and which we chronicled, was found in a mixed lot
of South African stamps.

A valued contributor in the North gives us corroborative
information on the status of this stamp.

Bulgaria (403).—From Messrs. Whitfield King & Co., and
Mr. W, T. Wilson, we have complete sets of the new stainps,
fromm Oune Stotinki to Two Leva, the higher value of Three
Leva not being ready: they are as follows: —

1 stot., black. 15 stot., orange-brown

2 ., carmine and black. 25 ,,  blue and black.
3 ,, lake ’e Jo ., - "

5 ,, green » 30 ,, orange .,

10 ,, carmine " I leva, purple-brown

2 leva, violet and black.

Our Ipswich friends tells us that the stamps, which are
printed direct from line-engraved plates on white wove paper
and are perforated 114, were supposed to be prepared by
Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinsun & Co., but that according to
the imprint un one of the sheetls they were printed at Rome.
The designs, which, as may be expected, combine the beau-
tiful with the useful are:—for the 2. 5, 10, 25 and 5o stotinki
and 1 leva, a portrait of King Ferdinand in a wonderful series
of various uniforins; for the lowest value, an ancient Bnl-
garian fortress; for the 3 stot., a view of the ancient capital
of Tirnova; for the 15 stot.,, one of Bulgaria’s doubtless
numerous railway tunnels—or the entrance thereto; and for
the 2 leva, a view of Rio Monastery. The 3o stot. was stated
to be a view of Varna Harbour, but, as our friends state, that
is an evident mistake, for the central part shews some large
buildings with a superfluity of columnns and arches—perhaps,
another Monastery !

Chili (416).—* Merry Forest,” from whom we frequently
receive interesting items, writes ns:—

In the paragraph in the New Issue chronicle of February 18th
concerning the Chili 15¢. centenary stamp, there is some slight
confusion. The statue of O'Higyins on the 30c. is totally differ-
ent from that on the 132., and coaacguently has nothing to do

_\\'ith the article. In complete form, O Higginsg's famous sentence
1= as follows :—* De esas cuarto tablas penden los destinos de 1a
América.”” Tt might possibly be noted. that the centenary stamps
are printed o a peculiar grevish black paper, which the American
Bank Note Co seems to have adopted recently, as s borne out
by the fact that the same paper is employed for the recent Haati
President Simon stamps. By the way. Chili has the cheapest
forcign postage in the workd. for taking the Chilian peso cqual to
22¢ hondon - Times ) we can caleulate thie 15 centavos is
3.3 cents (1) ULS. currency,

Jamaica. 14121.—]ust teo late for inclusion in our fast, we
received from Messrs. Bright & Soun, a note of the issne ot a
Kiug's Head stamp for this Colony ; the type is that issued
for Nyasaland.

2d. grey.

Kelantan.—To Mr. Mahmood. of Singapore, we are in-
debted tfor a copy of the Three Cents of the new 1ssue for
this state: a descriptiou of the design is beyond us, and the
stamp beiny nse we cannot successfully illustrate it. The
values are as foliows. the six higher values heing on chalk-
surfaced paper. and the others on ordinary ; all are water-
marked Multiple Crown C.A., and perforated 14.

1 cent, green. 30 cents, black and mauve.

Beents, brown. S0 ., orange-bro and blk

4 . carmine and black. 1 dol . green and pale green.
d . - amd groon yvel, 2 . o and carmine
8 .. ultramarine and black. 5, .. andultramarine.
KU, purple and black. 25 ., .o and orange.

Newfoundland (417).—From Ipswich, we learn that all
the ** Guy " values from Six Cents upwards are now being
printed direct from hne engraved plates. The printers are
variously stated to be Messrs. Waterlow & Sons, Ltd., and
Messrs. \Whitehead, Morrs & Co., Ltd., the latter heing the
printers  of the lithographed set: presumably it is not
Waterlow & Sons, as the perforation tgauging 16) is clearly
not their work.

We have also to thank Mr.
information,

Northern Nigeria (313.—Messrs. Whitfield King & Co.
inform us thut the Five Pence stamp has come to hand on
multiple chalky paper

Ad. dull purple and olive.

Sudan (354).— The Ten PMastres,on the Crescent and Star
paper, has been received at [pswich.
10 pi. black and mauve.

Venezuela (jo/1.—We are indebted 1o Merry Forest™
for the following interesting intormation trom the jan. 1g11
nnmber of the * Revista del Circulo Filatélico de Cuba”

(1) A new issue will be ordercd by the Ministerio de IFomento,
destined for interior and foregn postage.  These stamps will be
printed on speciul paper and in special ink to avaid cleaning 1 with
the dimenstons 23 x 21Imm.. and the form, value and the followaing
colours: —

B 0.05, Generalisimo Francisco de Miranda’s head in Laarel
border, green.

A. C. Rossler for simlar

13 0.10 " . “ . " red.
13 .15, General Rafacl Urduneta’s “ . grey.
1B 025 - ' . Ve .. dark blue.
B 0.30, The Liberator, Simon Bobvar's . - !n;lgcnt;n.
31 - - " . - v INtense

sellow,
All other stamps will be demonctized, except the 25¢. centenary
stamp.
Signed by the President,
J. V. GosEZ. November 23, 1910,

Also for the following information from ** kl Eco Pustal ”
of January, 19t1:—

(2) Considering that the official stamps are almost cxhuufstcd.
the Ministro de Fomento is authorized to get ready o new assue
of stamps in the form (design ?) actually in use, but with the
following colours: — )

13 0.05 green, B0 10 red, 13 0.25 dark blue, B 0 30 magenta. and
B 1 intense vellow.  The national shield which the stamps will
carry in the “centre and the word = Oficial ** will be always printed
in black.

Signued by the Constitutional President,
J. V. GuMmEEZ. November 23, 1910,
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Mexico menaced ; Guatemala purchased ; and, at
the saine time, an international agreement for the reduction
of armaments gravely proposed by President Taft! These
be great days for the man with a seuse of humour.

The philatelist is interested, perhaps more keenly
than the majority of his lellow citizens, in all these political
inoves, Apart from the question what Uncle Sam’s sudden
solicitude for Mexico ay precisely mean, the stammp collector
is naturally curious as to the future of Mexican postal issues.
Also he wonders how the reported * purchase " of Guatemala
will affect the Guatemalan stamps in years to come.
Possibly they will be * seebeckised ** once more! Meantime
the scare as to the annexation of Canada seeins to have died
a peaceful and natural death, and no one now seriously
considers that future issues for Canada will bear the portraits
of Lincoln and Washington, Grant and \Webster, and
McKinley.

Advance, Australial It appears that the Common-
wealth has its Fe.eral eye upon the administration of the
various groups of British islands in the Pacific, and it is said
that an *‘important inovement is on foot ™ to transfer the
seat of the Government of these groups from Fiji to Australia.
From an article in the “ Sydney Morning Herald,"” reproduced
in the ** Australian Stamp Journal,” we take the following
excerpts :(—

The question, it is understood, has already received the atten-
tion of the Federal Government, but it ix realised that it will be a
somewhat difficult task to induce the British aathorities to recog-
nise that Austraban interests in the Pacific have now absorbed
and outgrown the Imperial interests, It has been urged that the
oftice of Governor of Fiji should be dissociated from that of High
Commissioner for the Western Pacific. The duties of Governor
of Fiji, have, of themselves. become so important that for years
it has not been practicable for the High Commissioner to visit
the other Islands.  Certainly, a year or two ago, Sir Everard im
Thura made a hurricd tour through the New Hebrides to the
Solomons and back in a warship, but the very hurried nature of
that visit emphasised the impracticability of combining the two
offices.  That he realised this is cvident from the fuct that almost
immediately afterwards an Assistant High Commissioner was
appointed, and he has since been travelling amongst the various
islands of the Pacifie, returning at intervals to Fiji to report to
his superior officer.  This is regarded as most prejudicial to the
interests of the islands themselves, inasmuch as representations
made direct to the Assistant have to filter through him to the

High Commissioner, and be decided not only without first-hand
knowledge. but amongst environments which may often be dis-
tinctly antagonistic.

There is, too, it is pointed out, the possibility of conflict between
Australian interests and those of Fiji.  The trade with the Pacific
Islands, such as the Sotomons, Hebrides, Gilbert and Ellice
groups, has, like that of IFiji itsclf, been fostered and built up
from Australia, from whence they derive their supplies, and
where they send their products.  All the British steam lines
radiate from the cast coast of Australia, principally Syvdney and
Melbourne, and it ix strongly urged that the Imperial officer
directing 1Pacific Island affairs should be stationed at the Australian
centre, where he would be in closer communication with his sub-
ordinate commissioners in the various groups.

Soming Quents in Philately.

SOCIETIES' MEETINGS,

March zoth.— Liverpool Philatelic Society, at St. George's Restaurant,
5. Redcross Street: ' Prince Edward Isiand . P. 1., Pemberton
** Great Britain, 1870-86 7, ' Prince Fdward Island ™, Dhisplay.

March 21st.—Herts Philatelic Society. at 4, Southampion Row, W.C
" The Importince in Philately of a Knowledue of the Methods of
Production of Postage Stamps *. J. Dunbar Heath, Manuging
Director of Perking, Bacon & Ca., L.d. [ " Frrors of Philately”, the
Vice-President : * Errors of Philatelic Literature”, with Display,
Percy Ashley.

March 2z2nd.—Isle of Thanet Philatelic Society: ** S,
Islands™, by 1. Heginbottom, B.A.

Vincent, Turks

March zznd.—Northampton Philatelic Society, at 48, Marefair, North-
ampton: ' British Fast Afriea, Gold Coast, and tiambia”, with
Display, by ], K. Hexinbotiom, n.a,

Miuch z3rd.—Huddersheld and District Philatelic Society. at the lion
Restaurant, Huddersfield : ** New Zealind 7 and * Greece,” General
Display,

March 23rd. Junior Philitelic Society
Express Creamery, 200, Western
Country™, Display, Members.

(Brighton
hoad,

BBranch), a1 The
Brighton 1 ** Single

Miarch 23rd, —Manchester Junior Philatelic Socicty, at the Deansgate
Hotel, Deansgate, Manchester: * What o look [or in Recent
Issues”™, D, A, Berry,

March 27th.—Liverpool Junior Philatelic Society, at The Incorporated
Trade Protection Society's Rooms, 32, Castle Street ©  Biographical
Notes on United Stiates Stamps’, with Displav, A W, Brown.

March 25th.—ILeeds Philitelic Society. at the Y.M.C.A., Allhon Place:
* Sicily . with Display, H. Wade.

March 2gth.—Aberdeen and North of Scotland Philatelic Society, it the
Y.M.C.A. Rooms, Aberdeen: Annual Business Meeting.

March 2gth.—Dundee and District Philatelic Society, in the Y.M.C.A.
Rooms, Dundee: ** Great Britain™', with Insplay, ). R, W. Clark,

April ist. Junior Philatelic Society, at Prince Henry's Council
Chamber. 17, Fleet Street, F.C.: Auction: ** Sicily.”" with Display,
Herbert Wade: ** A General Collecunn of Northern Furnpe ™
{including Denmark, Sweden, Norway., Russia and Finland), with
Display, A, H. 1. Giles.

April 1st,—Scottish Philatelic Society (Junior Branch), in  Dowell's
Rooms, 18, George Street, Fdinburgh @ Foreign Countries’”, with
Display, (5, Lennox Beattie ; " Victoria', with Display, K. Hegin-
bottom, 1.4,

April 3rd. - Liverpool Philatelic Society, at $t. Geuarge's Restaurant,

5. Redcross Street: * Canada”, W. M. Mackay: **Canada’™,
Display.

AUCTION SALES.
March 20th.—Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 63,64, Chancery Lane, W.C.

March 215t and 22nd.—Messrs. Glendining & Co., at 7, Argyll Street,
Regent Street, W.

March 23rd and 24th.—Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 63,63, Chancery
Lane, W.C

March 25th and 27th.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69. Fleet
Street, F..C.

March 2Kth and 29th.—Messrs. Puttick & Simpson, at 47, Leicester
Square, London, W.C,

April 1st,.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69, IFleet Street, E.C.

April 6th and 7th. — Messrs. Ventom, HRull

& Cooper. at the
Loudoun Hotel, Surrey Street, Strand, W.C.
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@€he Btamps of FEinland:
Issue of 18&S.

By L.

PHILPOT-CROWTHER.

tA Paper read before the Dundee Philutelic Socicty, on 20th October, 19701,

Tm-: stamps of Finland have not vet been sufficiently studied

and for the World's Philatelists they should still afford
many pleasant hours of study and many knotty problems to
untangie. I amn particularly choosing for this paper the 1885
issue, because it seems to have been less studied, up to the
present, thanany otherof the Postal adhesive issues of Finland.
I cannot recall to mind anything like a detailed account of
these stamps in any yet published paper: Mons. L. Hanciaun,
m his otherwise exhaustive paper on * The Stamps of
Finland,” distnisses this issne with a very short and incom-
plete description.

No inforiation seeins to be forthcoming as to either the
methods of printing, preparation of plates, number of stamps
printed, varieties of paper, errors of print, and other usually
interesting details that group themselves ronnd an issue of
stamps. I therefore propose to deal with this paper from the
point of view of an amateur investigator, and the conclusions
that I have arrived at are only such as can be assamed or
deduced froin examination of the stamps themselves. as it is
tmpaossible, without access to official doctiments and a know-
ledge of the language used in Finland, to obtain definite
statistics and make positive assertions. The stainps of this
issue were atithorised by a circular letter of the Post Office
Department, dated October 7th, 1883, which I quote as
follows :—

CircuLar LETTER oF THE PosT OrFICE DEPARTMENT.

To accord with an agreement made between the Post
Office Departments of the countries joined in the Universal
Postal Union, it has been decided that, for the stamps
denoting the postage of a single-rate letter (15 grammes)
these countries should adopt the colour blue; for the stamps
for post-cards, the colour red; and for the stamps for printed
matter or invoices of merchandise per 350 grammes weight,
the colour green.

The Tinperial Senate have granted my Petition dated the
1st December, 1883. and agreed to this alteration in the
colours, and have also agreed to the adoption of stamps of
higher values, the necessity for which has made itself felt.
Accordingly on the 17th of the same month they consented
to the following proposals :—

“(1). That the colours of all adhesive stamps, post.cards
and stamped envelopes in use at present should be changed
to accord with the general agreements,

The 2 penni stamps shall remain grey.
The 5 penni stamps shall be coloured green,

The 10 penni post-cards and stamps shall be colonred
red.

The 20 penni envelopes and stamps shall be coloured
yelloa.

The 25 penni stamps and envelopes shall be coloured
blue.

That there shall be two new values introduced of 5 and 10
marks for adhesive stamps; and for the three *mark’ values

the inner backgronnd shall be in every case red, and the
uther portion of the design in grey for the 1 mark. in green
for the 5 mark, and in hrown for the 1o mark stamps.

*(2). The old stamps will cease to be sold or be available
for postal pnrposes after the 1st January, 1885, with the
exception of the 1o penui, which will be on sale until the
1st Mayv, 1885, when the new 10 penni stnp will come
into use.

“#(3). The sale of the new stanmps is to commence on the
1st December next, to be used from the 1st Janunary following,
with the exception of the new 10 penni, which will come into
use according to paragraph ¢ 2",

“ (41, If the new 35 and 1o wark stamps shonld not be
completed by the 1st December, they will be put on sale
later, at a date which wiil be notified by the Post Offce
Departinent in the Official Jonrnal,

“(5). The Imperial Senate further decrees that the posses-
sors of stamps, post cards and envelopes, which become
ohsulete under the preceding ordinance from the 1st Jannary,
1883, will be atlowed fiom that date up 1o the 15th February
to exchange them tor the new stamps of the zame value at
any Post Office in the country.  In the case of the 10 penm
stamps the exchange will he made by replacing them with
double the number of the 3 penni stamps.

“1h).  The stamps received in exchange by the difterent
Post Offices will be added to those in stoek at the commence:
ment of the year 1885, and must be forwarded before the
15th March, 1845, to the Post Othce Departinent to be
destroved after verification.

“(71. These orders and instructions from the lmperial
Senate are to be notified to the Post Offices for their goidance,
and daly eommunnicated to the publie, At the end of the
vear 1RRy the Post Offices are to fill np the forms of inventory,
and insert in them the number of stamps remainmye in stock,
both those which cease to be current at the end of 188, and
those newly supplied.

The [mperial Senate further instructs that no docnment or
paper should be enclosed in the packets containing the
stamps when transmitted to the Post Ofice Department on
the 15th February, except the invoice ot the consignment in
duplicate, and propetly inscribed on the cover to indicate
that the packet contains obsolete postage stamps.

“(8). The new stamps are to be issued to the Post Offices
from the Principal Office in the month of November, so that
they may be sold to the public from the 1st December, with
the understanding that they will not be available for use upon
correspondence until the 1st January, 1885."”

Helsingfors, Office of the Director of Posts,
October 31st, 1884,

(Signed) Fr. Andersin,
C. W. Sahlsten.
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It is evident from this letter that the colours were changed
to fall in line with the Universal Postal Union’s Colour
Scheme, the design being the same as thatl of the preceding
stamps issued in 1882 and 1883.  The staips were actually
issued on different dates from the 1st January, 1885, until the
1st May, 1885. The 5and 1o mark stamps were issned on
December 1st, 1885, but as this paper deals only with the four
lower values it is unnecessary to quote the decree anthorising
these two new values or to go into details concerning them.

COMPOSITION aND DPREPARATION OF THE DiEs axDp PLATES

In 1875, dies were engraved by \V. Brandstake from a
desigu submitted by the * Litografiska Trycherbolaget ™ for
a new series of Postal Stamps, and plates were prepared and
supplied by H. H. Thiele, of Copenhagen, and the 1875 issue
of stammps was printed from these plates. In 1882 aud 188,
a fresh issue ol stamps took place, printed apparently from
the same plates or at any rate from plates prepared irom the
samne oniginal dies. In 1885, the issue of stamps we arc
dealing with in this paper came ont in ditfferent colours from the
two preceding issues but of exactly similar design. In the
absence of positive information, it is reasonable to assume
that the stamps were printed from the same plates as the last
preceding issue, as the letter authorising this new issue was
dated the 31st October, 1884, and the delivery of the new
stamps to the Post Office Departinent tnok place (in the case
of the 5, 10, 20 and 25 penmau}, on November Bth, 1884,
therefore, | conclude this scarcely gave sufficient time for the
preparation of entirely new plates. In description of the
20 penni, orange, first major error described confirms this
assumption. In my opinion, gained from the examination
of a very large number of stamps of the 1882 and 1885
issues, the plates from which the 1882 issne were printed
became gradually very much worn, and [ have noticed some
of the stamps in which the white lines are uearly all worn
away, so has to give the stamp a blotchy effect and alimost the
appearance of being clunsy lithographs.  This appearance
confirmsmy assumption that thecoloured portionsofthe stamps
of this issue were printed from the surface of the plates, and
that the ink was applied by rollers because the more the
plates were used the broader and flatter would be the coloured
portion of the design, as the recessed portions would tend
to be gradually reduced in size by the expansion of the
metallic surface of the plate under the continuous pressure
necessary for printing purposes, aund consequently the un-
coloured portions of the design would tend to gradually
disappear or become changed in character. As the impres.
sions show signs of wear on the plate, my theory is that the
plates were very much worn indeed after the 1882 to 1884
printings, and that prior to printing the 1885 issue the plates
were all re-touched or worked up by hand. In the absence
of definite information, it is iy theory that these plates were
composeqd of separate blocks, cach black being a complete

reproduction in itself of the original die, and that 100 of these
separate blocks were built up into one complete plate, separ-
ated into two panes of 50 stamps in horizontal rows of ten,
with a blank space between the two panes the height of one
stamp. It is probable that these blocks were not all alike in
measurement, and that therefore thin slips of metal were
imserted between the blocks to insure the stamp impressions
being uniformly and evenly spaced apart from one another,
s0 as to allow room for the lines of perforation. After assem-
bling the blocks together and fitting the metallic spacing shps,
it is probable that the whole were then mounted in a metalhe
frame with screws at the ends and sides, or wedges. to tighten
the whole and torm them into one homogenous plate. My
theory as to the formnation of the plate is strengthened by
several noticeable defects of printing which are easily ex-
plained if wmy theory is accepted. Stamps are to be found
in which one side or the top of the imnpression is more
clearly defined than the other side or the bottom, which
would easilv happen if one of the separate blocks in the
plate were not truly level with the others. My theory is
still more strongly confirmed by the so-called separation lines
that appear on the whole of the three issues, but more par-
ticularly in the issue of the stamps we are now dealing with.
The separation lines are easily accounted for by my theory
of the formation of the plates, as the metallic slips that |
asstine were used for spacing the blocks would (if carelessly
mserted) account for these coloured separation lines appear-
ing between some of the stamps and not on all the stamps.
Taking my theory of the formnation of the plates to be a
correct one, it remains now to decide how these blocks were
produced from the original engraved dies and of what metal
they were formed. My own theory is that W. Brandstake
engraved one master die for the 32 pennia stamp of 1873,
from which was prepared, by H. H. Thiele, of Copenhagen,
the first plate from which the well known Copenhagen print
of the 32 pennia was taken. Subsequently, a set of secondary
dies was probably prepared from the original master die
(from which I assume the figures of value in the corners had
been removed). Each of these secondary dies would have
the proposed white portions of the design in relief, and the
four blank circles at each corner for figures of value would
also be in complete relief, consequently it would be an easy
matter to cut by hand into this raised circolar portion the
figures of value required for denomination in the issue.
Wihen completed these secondary dies were probably put
through a hardening process, then used to strike impressions
upon blocks of softer metal to the number of 100, or more of
each value. These soft metal blocks would have the white
portion of the proposed design showing upon them in recess,
but the figures of value in the four corners would be level
with the surface of the block, and consequently would appear
in colour when the impressions were taken. After the
assembling and forming of the blocks into the plate, ink
would be uniforinly and evenly applied by a roller, and
napressions taken from the surface of the plate in the usual
manner. After drying, the sheets were gnmmed, and finally
perforated by the same machine employed first in 1881,
gauging 12} perforations per 20 mm.

PAPER.

The stamps of this issue were printed upon white wove
paper, which varies in quality and texture. Stamps are to
be found on thin hard paper, and also on a soft porous paper.
Some stamps appear to have been printed upon paper show-
ng a slightly glazed surface. There is no evidence of a laid
or waterinarked paper having been used for these stamps.
It is probable that the paper was purchased from outside
sources and not specially made for the Post Office Depart.
ment. No records appear to have been kept as to where the
paper was procured.

Ink.

The coloured inks used appear to have been Aniline or
Fosine inks, similar to those used for the preceding issue,
partially soluble in water, excepting the green ink, which
appears to be less soluble in water than the carmine ink used
for the 10 penni. All the colours used are undoubtedly
Aniline and fugitive, because if placed in a strong light they
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will very soon fade and this is an iufalliabie test for these
printings. It is particularly noticeable in the 1875 and 1881
printings, the former of which are very slightly affected by
light, whereas the latter (1881 issue) fade very quickly npon
exposure to light. ‘T'he colours vary very greatiy in shade in
all the values of this issue, as will be more fullv described
when dealing with the separate values in turn.

DEsIGN.

The design of these stainps consists of a shield in the
centre containing the Lion of Finland surrounded by eight
stars. The shield is surmounted by the Grand Ducal Crown
and surrounded by an engine-turned background enclosed in
an oval coloured band. Beneath the shield are two post.
horns in colour. Upon the surrounding band is insciibed
the value in uncoloured letters at the top * pPENNIA™ in
Finnish, and at the bottom * resst™ in Swedish; on the
left side is the word * Finland " aud on the right side the
equivalent **Suomi.” At each corner is a circular white
space containing the figures of value in colour, this space is
surrounded by three coloured lines, and the whole of the
design is enclosed in an ernamental fanecy rectangular frame
consisting of two coloured lines. The design is printed fo
each value of the five lower values in one colour only for
each value and in two colours for the three higher values.

I do not purpose to deal with the 2 penni grev in this
paper, as it is not a stamp re-issned in 1883, but actually
belongs to thie 1881 issue, and therefore does not fall within
the scope of this paper.

PENNI GREEN.

This stainp was printed by order of the Senate in a new
colour, green, on white wove paper, which varies in thickness
and texture, and issued on the 8th Novemmber, 1884, to the
Post Office Department. \We find distinct evidences in the
shades of colour, of many separate printings. These shades
can be divided into three distinet groups:—

First, yellow-green shades varying from pale yellow-green
to deep yellow-green, of which ten shades can be noted.

Second, blue-green, and here also at least ten distinct
shades can be noted varying from the palest blue-green to a
medium dark blue.green.

Third, emerald greens which vary from Dbright emerald
to grass-green.

From these shades [ shonld assume that there were three
distinctly separate printings, in which a fresh ink was cm.
ployed and that the variation in shade in each of these
separate printingsis due to thinning the ink down for printing
purposes. This would tend tu make the colour gradnally
less dense as that particular printing neared completion, bnt
at the same time would retam the general dominating shade
throughont, i.c, for exainple, the blue-green ink ight have
heen (we will assume) used for the second printing. and at
first would be a deep shade. but gradually as they completed
that printing the ink would be thinned and we shounld thus
ret a gradnally paler and paler shade of blue-green.

TuE 3

Prate Errors,

THIS BIOCK HAR A PIECE OF THE STAMP AT LEFT TOHN OFF;
AND ROTTOM &' 15 DAMAGED.

I propose to class the varieties in this issue as ** Major ™
and * Minor " plate errors, ‘There are no errors of colonr
known. The numerous plate errors 1n this issue have prob.
ably arisen through retouching of the old soft metal clichés
used for printing this issue. The first and most notable error
that 1 shall classify as a ** Major" error is undoubtedly that
koown as the ** Cut 5" error. This stamp can be found with

the figure =37 in the lower leit band corner, having bottom
curved portion completely cut oft horizontally., It seems to
have occurred in several printings, and its average occurrence
appears to be one in everv 330 stamps, after an examination
of about 25.000 stamps.

This stamp is a well known and officially catalogued plate
error, and will be found mentioned in the Helsingfors
Society’s Othcial List of the Stamps of Finland.

SrraraTioN LINEs.

The separation lines ure the next interesting error of print
to draw attention to, and may also be classified as a ** Major™
error.  Stamps with a separation line on the left side are
comparatively common, and I should average their occurrence
at 7%. Stamps with two separation lines on the right side
are also to be found, but are rarer and do not average more
than 2%,. Stamps with separation lines at left and right
sides are found, but do not average more than 1%. Stamps
with a separation line at the top are very rare indeed, only
one copy was found in z5.000 stamps that were carefully
examined for this varicty.

THis mock Has NOT a pinee TuRsS Oy,
AN THE 8 1% NOT pamacen.

Another very interesting plate error, but one which
perhaps may be called a * Minor ™ error, is that which 1
have named the **missing top line, in which the outer
coloured line which forms the outer rectangular frame
surrounding the design is broken and nissing from the top
of the stamp for a space of 7mm. in length in the centre,
and the thick colunred line forming the same frame work is
cnt away in the centre for a distance of rimm. This plate
error is undoubtedly caused by retouching of the plate. 1
have not seen more than fifteen stamps in which this appears.

Another, very similar to the last mentioned error, which is
also a **minor* error, is one in which the same outer line of
the rectangular frame is broken exactly in the centre at the
top for a space of § mfm. 1 have found about twelve copies
of this in about 25,000 stamps.
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Another *“minor " error, undonbtably due to the retouch-
ing of the plate, is one in which the left-hand top corner
circle of three coloured lines has a bLreak in the two outer
lines measuring nearly 1 mjm n width, and situated midway
between the figure “ 5 and the first leiter of the word
“ Pennia ™.

Stamps are also found with double perforations on the
right side, left side, bottom and top. In some cases the
perforation cousists of two lines of perforation very cluse
together, in others by two lines of perforation overlapping
each other, so has to create *teeth ' between the stamps of
double the normal length, but 1 have not found any stamps
in this issue in which the perforation has been doubled on
the saine line so as to canse a serrated edge.

Stamnps are to be found imperforate, at the top, bottomn, or
sides, but in all cases these errors of perforation are extremely
rare, and the few that I have seen or secured are alinost
utligne.

Stamps of this value can also be found inverted—in the
form of téte-béche pairs.

THE 10 PENNIA KED.

This stamp was changed from the old eolour, brown by order
of the Senate tored, and issued to the Post Office Departinent
on April 27th, 1885.  Although called red, this stamp was
really printed in aniline colours varying from rosine to
carmine. 1t was printed upon papers of varying thickness and
texture, and can be found on thin, white, hard, wove paper,
and also on thicker of a soft porous nature. In no case do
we find this stamp printed upon a paper that really could be
called thick. In many cases the paper appears to have been
sometimes surfaced with the usual *sizing” finish, the stamps
upon this paper show a clearer impression than those printed
upon the unsized paper, as in the latter case the ink seems to
have sunk into the paper and spread, slightly giving a less
clear and distinct impression but a greater depth of colour.
The shades of colour in this stamp vary very greatly and
seetn to indicate undoubtedly that there were at least fonr
separate printings in which entirely new ink was employed
for each printing. They may be grouped into the following
distinctive colours :—

Riclr deep carmine, rosy.carmine, pale rose and rose, and
a still rarer shade may be found, of which I have seen ounly
two copies, viz., lake, of almost the sume shade as the lake
employed for the 32 pennia of the 1875 issne. Stamps printed
in this colonr are very unconunon, and should occupy a
premier position in a collection of the varieties of this issue.
It is iny opinion that a trial print of oue sheet only was made
in this colonr, fromn some of the old 1k found in stock and
that it was immediately discontinned on account of the
instructions given in 1881, to use fugitive inks for the
prevention of frandulent misuse of postally used stamps by
cleaning off the cancellation marks. This value may also be
found printed in reddish ink. distinctly shading to brick red,
but it is rarely inet with.  All the above groups of stamps
can be easily subdivided into at least six or seven distinct
shades of the duminating colour.

({To be continued.)

—. O — —— -

Fhe ‘“ Rortnightly " in the Provinces.

LIST OF AGENTS.

TnE following Agents in provincial cities and towns regu-
larly stock the Stamp Collectors’ Fortnightly :—

Bath : Mr. W. ]J. Hart, 26, Union Passage.
Edinburgh: Mr. A. Brown, 368, Lauriston Place.
Glasgow : Mr. J. V. CHisHOLM, 122, West Nile Street.

Mr. F. W. GuTHRIE, 19, Waterloo Street.
Manchester : Mr. J. MaLiNgs, 78, Faulkner Street.
Redruth: Mr. J. G. STEVENS, Stanley House.
Sheffield : Mr. H. HawLEY, g6, Fargate.

@The Btamp Market.

By SExEex.

Tm»:m-: are still a few lots of the Sudan Army Service to be
picked up here and there, but their cost inay be perhaps
expected to advance gradually from now,

The popularity of Siamese staiups just now may be expected
to call the collector’s itttention to his pussible lack of some
of the older issnes of this country. Current and recent issues
fill the lists, but the sorts that date back to 1887 nay
occasionally be met with, and these are worth getting,.

In a certain lisl the 3c. Argentine 1910 is on a level, as
regards its price, with thie 12c. value.

Doubtless there are many collectors busily filling in the 2d.
to 1f- values of our current British Colonials, and such stamps
as the goc. Canada should be secured before any possible
change occurs to send up the price of the retiring stamps.

A quotation has been observed for the 2oc. Honduras
Republic 1go7; it is not very oiten one sees anything quoted
for above the roc. denomination,

German lLevant—those of the denominations that are sur.
charged on the German mark values—are attractive things
to have, and seem slightly more easily accessible than they
were,

Some pretty pictorials which can now be got are the gc.
and 1oc. Madagascar of 1908. which are cheaper to buy than
the same values of the previous issue have been.

Perhaps the sd. Malta ship is rising; anyway, one would
think it ought to; the latest price seen seems a trifle dearer
than formerly.

New recruits to philately will want the V.R.I. overprints of
the ().R. Colony and Transvaal, although older collectors
may have left these behind, and these stamps are occasionally
seen quoted for by the dozen, at a price that is not over dear.

The large-sized stamps of (neensland, 1881, where the
price for postally used is too formidable, can be got fiscally
cancelled.  Second-guality rupee values of B.E. Africa also
secm to have a ready market.

One wonders whether the multipie watermark Trinidad
Unpaids are going to be cheaper than those with the old
watermark ; the old prices still seem to serve as a guide.
The 3d. and jd. values seem somewhat scarce.

The 87ic. Luxemburg 1906 is apparently one of the
inaccessibles, or almost so. In a certain list the price of this
value is printed in type calculated to call attention to it.

The soc. and 1 peso Mexico 18gg are good articles of
commerce, but the collector must not expect to get them too
cheaply.

According to a continental list, the soc. Chili. 1go1-2, is
worth all that is usnally asked for it; so also isthe joc. yellow
of 1900, while the 3oc. carmine of 1892 is a good stamp.

The current (or recently obsolete 2y 12¢. Ceylon is probably
dearer, but this is what one might expect. The 75c. shonld
also go up; of the joc. there 1s perhaps a sufficient quantity
in existence to last for some time.

Quotations, per dozen, for such stamps as the 2s. green,
New Zealand pictorial, seem to occur less and less frequently
as time goes by. This, and similar stamps, may be expected
soon to attain to the dignity of heing quoted for in single
copies, even in the middie of a list where other things are
oftered in quantity.

The 8d. and gd. values of New Zealand, date 1909, should
he good things to gather—if possible.

India, first issue, §d. anna, may sometimes be seen on offer
at per dozen, but not often.

A rather high price is asked in one place for the 8d.
Barbados (now obsolete ?).

The zoc. Philippines, 1906, seemns to have been used in
some quantity ; the 6c. rather less frequently, and the 8c. in
smaller quantity still. The 8c. is occasionally quoted for by
the hundred, but 1 have not yet seen any such offer of the 8c.

The 1 dollar Hong Kong, should not be a bad purchase at
the moment ; here, as in other instances, let discrimination
be one's guide. The 2 dollars is dear.
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Bymposium: “@The Ideal Form of @ollecting.”

AN OPEN LETTER TO PHILATELISTS,

CORDIALLY

\A/Il;\'l' 15 the ideal form of stamp collecting ?

Probably every philatelist entertaing a fairly pro-
nounced preference for some particular phase or branch
of the science or hobby to which we are all devoted.
How interesting it would be to collect and collate the
expressions of opinion concerning the *Tdeal Form of
Stamp Collecting ™ of all the world’s philatelists.  An
impossible task, of course : but it may not be impossible
to gather such a selection of mdividual opinions as will
reflect the general trend of philatelic thought at the
present time.

It is with this possibilitv in view that the Editor of
the Stamp Collectors’ FFortuightly has circulated among
@ number of well-known philatelists the following letter,
which is here and now published as an Open Letter to
our readers i—

Sk,

The different forms and dircetions taken by the philatehic
hoblby are a subject of perennial interest.

At the present time there is, perhaps, a tendency to
deecry Advanced Specialism and that over-cluboration of
phifatelic study which is its inevitable concomitant.

A sign of the times, and perhaps o welcome one, s the
revival of interest in old-style General Collecting. It is
now a fairly common experience—certainly a commoner
experience than, say, ten years ago—tao find even an
Advanced Specialist compiling a general collection of the
old-fashioned type concurrently with his studies of the
particular issues which are his chosen speciality.

It is my desire to present in the columns of the Stamp
Collectors’ Fortnightly a few bricf expressions of the
individual views of philatelists upon what constitutes the
ldeal of Stamp Collecting, having regard to the oppor-
tunitics and the financial resources of the philatelist of
moderate means.

In one’s consideration of this subject, such questions as
o Used v. Unused,™ * Condition,” the possible elimination
of such ¢ side issues ™ as Postage Ducs, Officials, &c., and

AND
INVITED TO

ONiL TO WHICH

RIZPLY.

AL READERS ARE

the respective merits of 2 Group Collecting 7 as against
s General Collecting " an the very widest sense of the term,
will naturally present themselves to one’s nnd,

May | hope that you will be kind enough to contribute
vour vicws to our projected symposium on this subject ?
Anvthing that vou mayv send me. however hreief. will be
most welcome, and will be appreciated by many interested
readers no less than by

Yours, cte.,
PERCY €. BISHOD,
Editor of the Stamp Collcctors” Fortiwgghtly.

The Jetter, as already stated, has been sent out o a
number of  well known and representative philatelists,
but 1t 15 probible that many to whom we should have
hked to send it will hive been overlooked m compihng
the mailing list, We therefore ask all philatehsts who
may read this number of the Stamp Collectors’ Fort-
aightiy 10 take the request embodicd in the letter as
applving to themselves personally, and to favour us with
their views on the subject presented for discussion,

[1is a subject that interests us all, the professional as
well as the amateur philatelist, the schoolboy collector
no Jess than the wealthy speciahst.

The vidue of such a discussion as this will obviously
depend quite as much upon the numbers of those who
tike part inat as upon the thought and care expended
upon individual expressions of opinion. 1t is only by
getting numerous letters on the subject that we shall
be able to acliieve, or at any rate approach, a true
concensus ol opinion.

We appeal therefore to our veaders everywhere to
contribute their views.,  l.etters, however brief, addressed
to the LEditor of the Stamp Collectors' FFortnightiy at
63-64, Chancery Lane, London, W.C., wiil be cordially

welcomed.
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Gur JYorth Flmerican Golonies.

By J. H. Asnorr.

(Extracted from the Report of the Manchester Philatelic Sociely’s
Mecting on the 17¢h March, 1911.)

l may justly described these stamps as some of the most

handsome, if not the handsomest, stamps the world has
produced, and my collection of the seven colonies exhibited
will, I hope, arouse the interest of the mewmbers and be
productive of sume very helpful discussions.

In the history of our North American possessions, New-
foundland became onurs by virtue of its discovery by John
Calbot in 1497, remaining British since that date, and ranking
as our oldest colony, Canada was captured from the Freuch
and forally ceded to us by the Treaty of Parisin 1763.

Originally there were scven governments, Canada.
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, New
Brunswick, British Colummbia and Vancouver Island, all
issuing theirown postage stamps, but later Vancouver Island
was united to British Columbia and eventually in 1867, an
Act of Parliament was passed joining Canada, Nova Scotia,
and New Brunswick under the title of *The Dominion of
Canada.” British Columbia joined the Dominion in 1871,
and Prince Edward Island in 1873. This group forms one of
the most interesting divisions of our Philatelic Empire and as
two only out of the original seven issue stainps at the present
time, the collector is enabled to pursue his hobby with
comparative coinfort, especially as the whole of these colonies
have been almnost entirely free from reputations smirched by
speculative and surcharged issues.

Each of the Colonies originally issued its stamps in pence
values, but later changed the currency to cents, and the
following is a list of the date of first i1ssues and the date of
the change.

Canada, first issue, April 5, 1851, altered to cents july 1, 1859.
Nova Scotia " . Sept. 1, 1851 . " Oct. 1, 1860,
New Brunswick - W Sept. 6, 1851 o ' May 15,1860,
Newfoundland " W July, 1857 v " Jan.,  1K66.
Prince Fdward Is. , W Jan. 1, 1801 " " Jan. g4, 1872,
British Columbia ,, " “ 1861 Nar. 13,1867

July, 1865, joined British Columbiwin 1866.

Vancouver Island had one issue only printed by Messrs,
De la Rue & Co., in cents, three values, imperforate, and
perforated 14. British Colonibia, 3 issues, the first in pence
and cents, the second one value in cents and the last two
issues in cents only, one design being used for all and the
different values surcharged. They were withdrawn July
zoth, 1871, when the colony joined the Dominion,

Nova Scotia had two issues, the first printed by Perkins
Bacon & Co., Sept. 1, 1851, the second engraved and printed
by the American Bank Co., New York, and both issues are
fine examples of the engraver's art. The first issue was
reprinted but in different colours and are all shewn in iy
collection.  All the first issne are found bisected and used
as half values,but three of them only were officially sanctioned.

The first issue of Prince Edward Island stamps was three
values in pence, perforated g, and the second six values in
pence perforated 11 to 12. The third issne consisted of six
values, in cents, also perforated 11 to 12. All these issues
were printed by Mr. Charles Whiting, l.ondon, and several
of the values are known used bisected, of which | shew
the 2d. values.

Canada first issued stamps in pence April 5, 1851, printed
by Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and Edson, New York, on thin
laid paper afterwards on wove paper. 1 am able to shew a
specimen of the 5 cents valne with a double impression all
through, known as the *double Beaver,” and also an
interesting envelope with portrait of the late King Edward
VII,, then Prince of Wales, with an inscription welcoming
him to Canada.

Many minor varieties such as dots in varions positions on
the stamps have been noted by me, but whether these were
intentional or not is matter for discussion.

A copy of the 18qgg issue, 2 cents on 3 inverted, and a few
bisected stamps are included 1n the stamps shewn,

Vancouver Island ,,

Newfoundland's first issue was in 1857, printed by Perkius
Bacon & Co. from plates which were used for the first three
issues, the last of which being on paper occasionally found
bearing a watermark consisting of part of the paper maker's
name, * Stacey Wise,"” 1858.

In Jan., 1866, appeared an issue printed by the American
Bank Note Co., consisting of the well-known portrait and
animal series.

In 1897, Queen Victoria's 6oth year of sovereignty and the
40oth anniversary of the discovery of Newfoundland were
commemorated by an issue of stamps representing a portrait
of Her Majesty on the 1c. and the discoverer of Newfound-
land, Jean Cabot, Cape Bonavista, where he landed, his ship
“ Matthew ", various industries, such as mining, logging,
salmon fishing, caribou hunting, birds and animals as ptar-
migan, and seals, an lceberg off St John's, the Seal of the
Colony, and a portrait of Henry VI1I., who granted a Charter
to Cabot to discover new lands, on the other values.

I shew a complete sheet of the provisional 1 centon 3
cents of 1897, surcharged in fifties, containing four types,
forty normal, one spaced with taller letters, seven tall letters,
but 1 and cent closer together, and two in block letters.

The later issues of 18g7-1901, also printed by the American
Bank Note Co., bear portraits of Prince Edward of Wales,
the late Queen Victoria, King Edward, and King George V.
and Queen Mary when Prince and Princess of Wales.

The last issue of Newfoundland 1910, was pronounced a
sad departure from the glory of its former issues, being tame
in design and weak in colouring.
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F Stamp ollector's Ride Fcross
A frica.

T is announced that Mr. Frank Melland, F.r.P.5.L., who
recently made a remarkable journey of souo miles across
the heart of Africa, is to lecture on his experiences before a
special meeting of the Junior Philatelic Society, The lecturer
is an official of the Chartered Company =tationed at M’pika,
Rhodesia. He left M'pika on his bicycle and traversed the
greater part of the journey to the Soudan by cycle. He had
his camera with him, and the fine pictures he has secured
will be shewn by limelight at this, the only lecture Mr. Mel.
land will deliver in London prior to his return to Africa.
The Society has engaged the Caxton Hall, Westminster, for
the evening of Wednesday, April 12, and the lecture, entitled
* Fromn Rhodesia to the Sondan,"” will start at 8 p.n. precisely.
Tickets will be 1f- (unreserved) and 2/6 (numbered and
reserved). These may be obtained from Mr. H. F. Johnson,
44, Fleet St,, E.C. Any proceeds from the sale of tickets
over and above the expenses will be devoted to the funds of
the J.ondon Stamp Exhibition for 1912,

Brunei Hgain!

So,\u-: time ago we stated, on the authority of an esteemed
subscriber, that several letters had been franked from
HBrunei to London solely by stamps of the first, or * bogus™,
issue of Brunei.

We had the pleasure of seeing our informant some days
ago, and he then promised us an envelope supporting his
contention that the stamps were a bond-fide issue. The
envelope, with sixty stamps on it, has just come to hand;
but, sut, BUT—how can we break it with sufficient gentle-
ness ?—the stamps are all of the Labuan Crown type,
overprinted * BRUNEI " ! !!

Our informant, to whom (when we have got over the shock)
we intend to write, more in sorrow than in anger, evidently
did not understand what the first issue was, though the dates
quoted should have assisted him: we, however, are certain
that his statements to us were quite sincere, and absolve him
from any intention to pull the Editorial leg!
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Rotes on Rew Issues
and Variecties.

The loan of specimens of neww stamps, and copies of official documents
relating thereto or to changes rn the current issues. will de much
apprecrated and duly acknowledged.

The number in parenthesis after the name of a country s that of the issue of
the * S.C.F." in which the last reference to that country was maae.

Argentina (316).—Mr. A. H. Davis, of Buenos Aires,
kindly gives us the exact date when the Five Centavos, cele-
brating the Centenary of Sarmiento, 1s to be issued: it is
April 3rd. Very close: only two days!

Bahamas (412).—A correspondent is good enoungh to
inform us that Queen's Head Oue Penny stamps are still
ohtainable here.

Bavaria (417).—Mr. W. T. Wilsen was the first to kindly
send us for inspection a set of the new stamps, already
chronicled on the authority ot the Continental papers. The
stamps have a peculiarly * soft " appearance, more as if
made by a delicate photogravure process, than by means of
the coarser, if more enduring, ordinary steel or copper plate :
the work is very fine, indeed.

Bulgaria (418).—We have received from Ipswich the
Three l.eva stammps completing the set of these, we must
admit, handsome labels : it givesus a view of Varna Harbour,
the picture being in black.

31, violet and black.

India (391).—We are indebted to Mr. W. T. Wilson for
the following set of the current Indian stamps, overprinted
for the Chinese Expeditionary Force :—

[ndian stamps (King's Head) overprinted ©+ C.EF."
2 annas, mauve. 4 annas, olive-green.

24 ,, ualtramarine. 8, magenta,

3 . orange-hrown. I rupee, green and carmine.

By-the-bye, where is this IForce now located, and what (if
anvthing) 1s it doing ? \We have some recollection of
recently reading about it, but cannot locate the notes.

Mr. C. D, Desai, of Bumbay, writes us a letter which he
has kindly sent by the aéroplane post—not all the way : the
special postinark consists of two large concentric circles,
between which is, at the top “FIRST AERIAL POST " and
bhelow *EXHIBITION ALLAHABAD . In the centre is an
aéroplane, below which is the outline of a hill inscribed

“1911."" The obliteration 1s in magenta.
Italian Colonies, &c. (416).—Messrs. Whitfield King
& Co. send us the Ten Lire of Italy overprinted

**CONSTANTINOPLE™ and surcharged * 40 PIASTRE 40"
all in black. ‘e share our friends’ regret that it should be
considered necessary (?) from a postal (?) point of view, to
overprint the name of every place where there happens
to be an Italian Post Office. European countries are fast
losing the philatelic good name they once bore.
{talian Levant (Constantinapley.—40 pi. on 10 lire, black on
red and olive-green.
A similar stamp was. on the 1st nlt,, issued at Jerusalem.
IHalian Levant (Jerusalenr ) —40 pic on 10 hee. black on red
and olive-green.
According to the * Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung,” only
1,000 of the Ten Lire were uverprinted for each of the Italian
Levant Offices.

Malta (416).—Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. send us the
One Shilling stamp, printed in accordance with the new
Colour Schemne, on chalk.surfaced Multiple Crown CA
paper; apparently the stamp is still produced from two
plates, although in mono-colour. It was issued on the 14th
March.

1s. black on green.

New Hebrides (413).—We are indebted to Messrs. Whit-
field King & Co., for a set of the new stamps with French
currency, of a truly wonderful design. which we will endeavonr
to describe. An oblong stamp twice the size of our current
Halfpenny; in the centre an inverted large native stock-pot
(on which the face.value is denoted) placed in front of
some heathen deity (? the local Postimaster-General), who
shews up very well against a background of native weapons;
at each side of this are a *totem’ pole of weak-minded
aspect and two calabashes; fiaming the central portion are
two bread-fruit (?) trees; on the left, between the tree and
extreme end of the stamp are the Arms of the United
Kimmgdow, surmounted by an Imperial Crown, and between
the letters *“G ' and “ R", below being the word * posTaGE";
at the other end are the Fasces between the letters *R"
and “F", the word **rostEs " being below; hanging above
the deity’s (or pustmaster's) head is an anchor, symbolical of
Hope (that the new issue will go off well), across which is a
bold scroll inscribed * NoUVELLES HERRIDES " in each of
the two left corners are the British Arms; a shield, shewing
the Tri-colour of France, with the letters * F. R.”, isin each of
the other angles ; and a small label, inscribed “coxpominivm™
goes across each of the upper angles.

As if this bizarre and mcongruous design were not suff.
cient, the stamps are printed, direct frora line-engraved
plates, on ordinary Multiple Crown CA paper, and are per.
forated 14.

We prophesy changes—in the paper, which seems hardly
snitable to a * half-French ™ stamp, in spite of the Kntente
Cordiale ; and in the design, when the Home Rule Bill goes
through. The values and colours of these labels, on sale in
Paris on the 11th uit.. are:—

Sc. green, 40¢. red on yellow.

10¢. red. 50c. olive.

200, prey. 75¢. orange-brown,
25¢. blue. 1 fr. red on blue.
30¢ purple on yvellow. 2 frxs. hilac.

5 frs. red on green,

Presumably, the corresponding set, with English currency,
is on its way to the South Seas, and will in due course coine
back again to be sold to collectors.  Why take the tronble to
send the stainps to the New Hebrides ?

Rbodesia (3131.—Mr. F. Hayne, the Hon. Sec. of the
Mashonaland Philatelic Society kindly sends us some notes
on the current issue, but we must defer their publication till
next number,

Meanwhile we publish the following notice which Mr.
Hayne has thoughtfally enclosed :—

DEFARTMESNT 0F PPos1s  avD TELEGRAPHS,

Southern Rhodesia.

Postal Notice No 6 of 1911,

lmperial Penny Postage.

IT is hereby notiticd for pablic information that on and from

the Ist of April. 1911, the rute of postage on letters from
Southern Rhodesia to the United Ringdom and all parts of the
British Empire where the Imperial Penny Postage scheme has
been adopted will be reduced to 1d. per half-ounce or fraction
thereof.

The parts of the Empire to which the penny rate of postage
will apply arc :-

Aden. Ascension, Australia (Commonwealth of),  Bahamas,
Barbados, Bermuda, British East Africa and Uganda, British
Guiuna. HBritish Honduras, British North  Horneo, Canada,
Cayman Islands, Ceylon, Cyprus, Falkland lslands, Fiji Islands,
Fricndly Islands, Gambia, Gibraltar, Gold Cuoast, Hong Kang,
India, Jamaica, labuan, Leeward Islands, Malta, Mauritius,
Newfoundland, New Zealand, Nigeria (Northern and Southern),
Nyasaland Protectorate, St. Helena, St. Vincent, Sarawak, Sierra
L.econe, Seyvchelled, Straits Scttlements, Tobago, Trinidad, Turks
and Caicos Istands, and Zanzibar,

No alteration is made in the letter rate of postage to other
purts of the world, which remutins at ‘ng. per half ounce.

G. H. Evere,
General Post Office, Salisbury, Postmaster-General,
2nd February, 1911,
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Unused Colonial or Foreign Stamps are not accepted in payment.

Further Contributions towards the expenses of the
Walthamstow lixhibition are annmouneced, and we hope the
example will be followed so as to clear off onr South lissex
friends’ hiability.

£ s d
Mr. H, L. Ewen (result of his competition) .. 10 00
Mr. ADW, Bates |, . . N 010 6

It has heen snggested, by the way, that an anction sale
might provide a useful means of clearing off the defcit.
Contribations of stamps, ete., for this purpose are invited,
and will be gratefully acknowledged by the Hon. Secretary of
the South Essex Philatelic Society, Mr. A, B, C. Dyer, 133.
Hoe Street, Walthamstow, ¥ssex.

With this number of the “S.C.F.” is issued a
circular emanating from Mr, Oswald Marsh, 18, Hamlet Road,
Norwood, L.ondon. Any subscriber not receiving his copy is
invited to communicate witl: Mr. Marsh.

The First Philatehe Congress of Australia is
announced for October next at the King's Hall, Sydney,
N.S.W,, the arrangements being undertaken by the Sydney
Philatelic Club.  Everyone will entertain the warinest wishes
for its success, and for that of the Philatelic Fxlibition to be
held at the same time. The Ilon. Secretary of the Sydney
Philatelic Clab, Mr. C. IF. Williams, wili donbtless be pleased
to supply particulars to all who are interested in the subject.

Our Symposiumon * The ldeal Form of Collecting,’
of which full particulars appear on the opening literary page
of this nutnber of the Fortnightly will, we hope, evoke an
mteresting and fruitful discussion among philatelists.  What
¢s the ideal way in which to pursue the science, or as we have
always preferred to callit,the hobby of stamp collecting ? That
is the question, and some may think that it is too large a
question. They will say that the field of discussion is so vast
that no definite deductions from the replies we may receive
will be possible. We do not share that view, A narrower
issue, such as Specialisim v. Generalisin, or the old, old
controversy of Used v. Unused, would scarcely be calculated
to produce those interesting general views upon the possi-
ilities of Philately as a whole which it is our aim to secure

from the pens of our readers. We hope that no Fortuightly-
reader wiil be diffident about setting forth his thoughts and
opinions, and we wish to say this to the busy ones—and
what philatelist is not a busy man?—that a few minutes
spent in a short contribution to this discussion will be time
not unworthily spent.

——— el ®

Goming Quents in Philately.

SocieTIEsS' MEETINGS.
April gth.—Bath Philatelic Society, at the Bath Church Institute: Annual
Meeting.
April 6th.—Birmingham Philatelic Society, at 308, Birchfield Koad :
** Colour Question ', Members.

April 6th.—Huddersfield and District  Philatelic Society, at the L.ion
Restaurant, Huddersfield: * Gambia ™ and * Turkey ', General
Display.

April 6th. - International Philatelic Union : ** Great Britain : the Stamps
and Entires of Ring Fdward's Reign ', illustrated by Reference
Collection, L. W. Fulcher. 8.5¢.. " Great Hritain: early 1d. and
2d., Officials, &c.”, with display, F. Heginbottom, 1.a.

April 6th.-—Manchester Junior Philatelic Society, at the
Hotel: ** Great Britain PPostal Fiscals ', with
Higgins, Jr.

Deansygate
Display, J. S.

April 6th.—North London Philatelic Society, at 7, Canonbury Square,
London, N.: *' France ", Members' Display.

April 6th,—North of Fugland Philatelic Society, in the Y. M C.A. Rooms,
Blackett St., Newcastle : ** Sicily ", H. Wade.

April 6th.—South Kssex Philatelic Society, at the Pioneer Institute,
Walthamstow : ‘" Should Forgeries be Collected ?'*, General
Discussion ; ' My Favourite Country, and Why ', Members ;
** How to detect Forgeries in Bremen Stamps ™, with Display.

April 8th.—Birmingham Philatelic Society, at Mr. Knowles's: Daylight
Meeting.

April 1oth.—Scottish Philatelic Sogiety © ** Sarawak ™, J. . Mackenzie ;
* Canada ', W. Norfor.

April toth.—Liverpool Junior Philatelic Society, at The Incorporated
Trade Protection Society's Rooms, 12, Castle Strect © ** Elementary
Fxplanations ", R. O. Dagg: = Gold Coast ", Display.

April 1oth.—South Wales and Monhmouthshire P'hilatelic Society, at the
Hon. Treasurer's Office : ' Kuropeans on Oniginals ', with Display,
A. P. Walker.

April 11th.—lIsle of Thanet
Siggers.

April 11th. ~Leeds Philatelic Society, at the Y.M.C.A., Albion Place:
" The Charity Stamps of U.S. A, Australia, &c.”, F. A. Padgett.

April 12th.—City of london Philatelic Society: ** Stamps of the
American Bank Note Co.”, with Display, . Read Burton: Nomina-
tion of Ofiicers for 1911-12.

April r2th.—Junior I'hilatelic Society of Seotland, at Alexandra Hotel,
Bath Street, Glasgow : Annual General Meeting,

April 12th. —Northampton Philatelic Society. at 48, Marefair : *'Japanese
Forgeries™", Dr. A, K. Payne, of Leicester: ** Norway and Sweden *',
with Display, \W. Nichols.

April 13th.—Dundee and District Philatelic Society, in the Y.M.C A,
Rooms, Dundee: ** Ceylon, &c.', with Display, E, Heginbottom,
B.A.

April 13th. - Junior Philatelic Society (Brighton Branch). at The Express
Creamery, 200, Western toad ; ** The Advancing Stamp Collector * .
Herbert Clark.

Philatelic Society: *' Ceylon ", C. W.

AUCTION SALES.

April 1st (this day).—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69, Fleet
Street, K.C., at 2 p.m,

April 3rd.—Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 63/64, Chancery l.ane, W.C.

April g4th and sth.—Messrs. Glendining & Co., at 7. Argyll Sireet,
Regent Street, W,

April 6th.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69, Flect Street, E.C.

April 6th and 7th. — Messrs. Ventom, Buil
L.oudoun Hotel. Surrey Street, Strand, W.C.

April 1oth.~Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69, Fleet Street, F.C.

April_1ith and 12th.—Messrs. Puttick & Simpson, at 47, leicester
Square, London, W.C,

April 27th and 28th.—Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 63/64, Chancery
lL.ane, W.C.

& Cooper, at the
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@he Btamps of FEKinland:
Issue of 188S5.

By L.

PHILPOT-CROWTHER.

(1 Paper rvead before the Dundee Philatelic Society, on 20th October, 1910).

(Continted from page 20).

THE 10 PENNIA, RED

PrLate Erkonrs.
The first interesting errer which may be safely called a
*uajor ' error is that known as the long = P 1n this the
Jown strohe of the letter = PP in the word = Pennia ™ in the

teontinued ).

oval band surrounding the central design, at the bottom of

the stamp. is prolonged through the coloured portion of the
band and carried right through the coloured and white lines
formming the rectangular frame work of the stamp into the
outer white margin.  This error undoubtediy ouly occurred
on one block in the plate. and must have been cansed by a
slip of the graver’s tool used in retouching this particular
block, as there is also a slight cut or white line to be seen
running through the centre of the bhottom coloured lines on
the stamp. To further identify this stamp, in every case a
small colonred mark is to be found entside the coloured
rectangular frame work on the right side, just below the base
line of the figure * 10" in the lower right hand circle. This
error occurs apparently in every plate, as | have found it in
nearly every shade of colour in which this stainp was printed,
except the rare ** lake .

The second very prominent * Major ™ error is that which
| call the * broken corner . In this stamp the two outer
coloured lines surrounding the top leit hand circular value
label are cut through and missing tor a space of 10 wmm., and
the little ornamental colomed line corner that projects from
each circle is entirely missing. ‘This stamp is also a constant
error, and apparently existed a long time on the plate before
it was corrected. I have seen it in pairs s¢ fenant with the
normal stamp, and also in a block of four with three normal
stamps.

The third promnent or * major ** plate-error in this value
is that which 1 call the *cut-plate”. This error shows a
white line running across the bottom portion of the design
and cutting through the word * Penni V. It apparently com.
mences at the base of the fignres of value in the lower right-
hand corner, and runs throngh the coloured circle exactly in
line with the bases of the fignres in the right hand lower
corner. It has nndoubtedly been caused by a slip of the
graver's tool in retouching this block. It is a very distinct
error, and can easily be seen withont a glass, and apparently
occurs in the majority of the printings. probably once on
every plate, and its average so far as ascertained is about 1%.

The fourth and most interesting ** major™ error in this
value is that which 1 call the * retouched plate.” In this
stamp we have undoubtedly an tmpression from a block, of
which the top portion has been completely retouched and
altered in design ; in place of the two coloured lines which
form the usnal rectanguiar frame work round the stamp, we
have at the top a white line extending vertically from what
should be the inner white line of the frame and cutting the
second coloured line of the frame in two. The usual outer
coloured line is missing at two points, and the inner central
portion that remains is prolonged until it joins the inner
coloured line just above the circular valueabels. The
general effect ot the re-arvangement of coloured lines at the
top is to give the appearance of a curved white line extend-
ing from oune coloured circular valne label to the other
colonred cirenlar value-label in the shape of the top bar of
a4 pair of balances. with the white vertical line before nen-
tioned as its centre.  This stamp is to be found iu many
shades of colour. but 1s not very counnumon. Its average
ovccurrence is about one in every three hundied copies
examined.

A minor " but very interesting error is that which [ call
the * dumaged plate.” In this the two bottom coloured
lines forming the rectangular frame are cut through
dingonally by a white line 3 munin length and 1 oo in width,
starting below the second * N7 in the word * Penni ™ and
finishing below the figure 1 *" in the lower right-hand corner,
and extending from the oval coloured band to the onter
white margin of the stamp.  This also seems tube i constant
error, and mnst have appeared in the majority of the print.
ings. It is not easv to say how this has been caused :
apparently something has been dropped on the plate and
broken down the raised portion of the design.

Another interesting but “minor™ error 1s one in which
a vertical white line appears, extending from the top portion
of the oval coloured band, throngh the coloured lines forming
the outside rectanpular frame, to the outer white margin.
This line is abont § win. in width, and is exactly above the
letter » 1™ in the word * Pennia.” It is micdoubtedly cansed
by a slip of the graver’'s tool in retouching the die, and occurs
frequently, abont unce in every two bundred copies examined.

There are several other *minor ™ differences to be found
in these stamps, but 1 do not purpose to deal with them in
this paper as they are not of sufficient interest except to very
advanced philatelists.

SEraraTioN LINEs.

Stamps with separation lines occur in this value. | have
never seen them mentioned in any yet puoblished paper.
Mon. Hancian mentions that the 5 Penni, green, exists with
a separation line at the left side, but (as previously mentioned)
stamps of that value can be found with separation lines at
top, bottom, and both sides. This applies to the 10 Penni
value also, and it 1s rather remarkable that they have not
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been drawn attention to before, as they are much more pro-
minent than in the 5 Penm value. In some cases.a broad
separation line of colour extends from the top left-hand
corner three-parts down the side of the stamp. In other
cases a fine line of colour extends from the bottom left-hand
corner two-thirds up the side of the stamp. When stammps
are found with a top line of colour, it is usuaily very broad.
When found with a coloured separation line at the bottom, it
15 also usually very broad, but stamps with a coloured separa-
tion line at the right side are scarcer and generally it is a
very fine line, sometimes ending with a little short line at a
right angle with the vertical line.

CoLoukked Lions,

Stamps of this value mayv be found in which the central
white figure of a lion is heavily shaded with red. This is not
—as many assert —an accidental filling up with ink of the
design. but is undonbtedlv a constant error doee to one die
being worn away in the centre and insnfficiently re-touched, as
in nearly all cascs that 1 have seen of this error it is accomn-
pauied by a separation line on the right-hand side of the
stamp. [ think that there were two casts in which the central
lion was insufficiently re-touched, one of which occarred with
a separation line at the side, and the other without a separa-
tion line at the side. These are comparatively rare and
seldom oceur: their average is one in every three hundred
statnps examined.

Possibly, stamips mav be found with double perforations
similar to those mentioned in regard to the 5 Peuni. | have
found one copy with donble perforations at the bottom. and
therefore it may be assumed that others exist donbly per-
forated at the top, bottom or sides.

I cannot say whether any of these stamps exist completely
imperforate or imperforate on one side, top, or bottom only.

There is no record of these stammps existing in féle béche
pairs,

THE 20 PENNI ORANGL.

The stamps of this valne were originally printed in blue,
but were changed by order ot the Scnate to orange, and
issued mn the new colour to the Post Office Departiment on
November 8th, 1884. to become current for public use on the
1st Jannary, 1885, It was printed with aniline or rosine ink
in colour varying from deep orange to golden orange, and
yellow to pale yellow,

It was printed upon papers of varying thickness and
texture, and impressions can be fonnd on thin hard white
wove paper, and also on thick soft wove paper. The shades
of colour in this stainp vary very much and clearly indicate
inany printings, and can be grouped into three distinct groups
of colonr, v1z.: Yellow, Ochre, Golden Orange, Deep Orange,
with a range of shades in each dominant colour.

ErroRs.
The impressions of this value do not show anything like

the number of errors that can be found in the two lower
values, or in the next higher value but one very important
error occurs which I have called the ** Spot U.O.M.1. " error.
I classify this error as a **major” and important error,
because 1t is the first 1 have found that acts as a link between
the previous and this issue. 1 have an impression of the
1881 issue, 20 Penni blue, which shows exactly the samne error
as this in the 1885 issue. The* S in the word ** Suomi " on
the right hand side of the stamp is missing, and is replaced
by a circular blotch of white, It is not a clearly defined
blotch: although perfectly white in the centre, it gradually
merges into the yellow background. It is not a mere
accident caused by a piece of dirt adhering to the plate,
because I have one copy in the blue of the 1881 1ssue, and
three copies of this error in the yellow of the 1885 issue,
all identically alike. This plate-error clearly proves my
contention that the blocks were not re-engraved for this issue,
bul were prohably re-touched, and in the case of this particu-
lar block was accidentally omitted.

The next error which may be called a ** major ** error and
to which particular attention should be given is that which
should be called the * 6.U.O.M.1.” error, and undoubtedly it
arose from an attempt to correct the error just mentioned.
Instead of the white blotch in the word “ SUOMI " we now
have a crudely formed * 6" still showing traces of the white
blotch on the lower edge of the figure. RBoth these errors
are very scarce: | have only been able to secure two copies
of the second.

A *minor " er1or 1s one in which the figure ** 2 " in the top
left-hand coruer is joined by a vertical line to the circular
line surronnding the figure of valne. This is not at all a
common ervor, and 1 have only found three copies so far.

Another “ minor ” error plate error is that in which the
figure ** 2" in the right-hand lower corner has its base line
prolonged, until it joins the coloured line circle surrounding
the figures of value. There are two varieties of this, in one
of which the line is perfectly straight and in the other the line
is curved downwards; both varieties constantly recur and 1
have found seven or eight copies of each. There are many
minor varieties, principally in connection with the figures of
value : in some cases these may be found joined together,
in others one of the figures will be found joined at the top or
bottom to the circular coloured lines surrounding them.

Another * minor " plate re.touch is that in which the figure
“ 2" in the bottom left-hand corner has a curved base line
instead of a square, straight norinal base.

SeparaTION LINES.

The stamps of this value can also be found with the so.
called separation lines, at either side, at top, and at bLottom,
and in some cases with lines at the sides and bottom, or top
and sides,
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I have uot up to the present discovered any further plate
errors, but there is still roomn for investigation, as [ have not
had an opportunity of examining a very great number of the
stamps of this value. I cannot therefore say whether this
stamp exists with double perforations, as | have not yet
discovered a copy nor have 1 seen it iimperforate on any one
side or completely so.

Mons. Hancian chronicles this stamp as existing téte-biche.

This stamp was authorised to become current for public
use on the 1st Januvary, 1885, but a few copies must have
been sold to the public at an early date, as I have one with
a small circular black postmark showing a portion of the
name of a town ending in * BRUCK,” dated 23.12.84.

THE 25 PENNIA, BLLUE.

This stamnp was changed by order of the Senate from the
old colour ** Rosine ™ to Biue, and issued to the Post Office
Department on November 8th, 1854. It was printed with
aniiine ink in colour varying from deep slate blue to uitra.
marine and grey-blue. It was printed upon papers of varying
thickness and texture, and can be found on thin hard white
wove paper, and on a thick soft paper. The shades of
colour in this stamp vary very much and clearly indicate
several printings. While there is not a distinetly biue shade,
stamps can be found almost blune. They may be classified
into three groups of colour, viz :—Ultramarine, varving from
a deep shade to a pale shade ; Slate Blue, shades from deep
to pale; Greyish Blue in many shades.

In the stamps of this value may be found another link in
the chain of evidence confirming the assumnption that the
inpressions were taken from the samme plates as the earlier
issues of similar design, viz., just below the letter * M ™ in
the word ** Suomi ™ is to be found on the iuside of the oval
colonred band an uncoloured triangular projection from the
white line that defines the coloured band—this white triangle
projects inwards on the engine-turned background. It is
constant and occurs on all impressions of this value in
carmine colours of 1881, and ultramarine colours of 1883,

Erkors.

The stamps of this value in the previous i1ssue betray more
signs of great wear of the plates, than do impressions of any
other value, and therefore if iy theory as regards the
construction and retouching of blocks and plates for this
issue is considered a correct one, it should follow that the
new stamps of this particular value should show a larger
number of retouches and plate-errors than the stamps of
other values. Compared with the three lower values, this
value does possess very many errors, and consequecntly
strepgthens my assumption.

PLaTE ERRORS.

The first well known and most important error in this
value is that known as the “ Rennia " error. In this stamp
the letter ** Pennia ' touches the white circle surrounding the
top left hand value label, and from the circular upper portion
of the letter ** P depends a straight line almost changing the
letter ** I’ " into the letter * R."

(To bec concluded.)

[In the seventh line from the end of the penultimate paragraph in the first
instalment of this article, the **comma'® after " spread’’ should have
come after the following word. Qur readers probably wondered at the
**descriptions ' under two of the illustrations . we intended them as nntes
for the guidance of the compositor, who, in a \eu;pomry state of mental

aberration, set them up in type. —AssT.-En., S.C.F.

@he Btamp Market.

By SENEX.

T is not often one sees a quotation for the big pictorial peso

values of Salvador, 18y ; 1 used condition these cannot

be common, and the mention of them arrests one's attention
for a long minute.

The acquisition of avy quautity of the krone valnes of
Bosuia, 1906, may result in the discovery of copies with the
scarcer variety of perforation : these should be got from a
source where no distinction of variety is made by the holder
of themn.

The collector should be able to get used copies of Bosnia,
1910, 1, 2. 3, 5, 6 and 10h,, at a figure which does not seem
dear: these apparently exist in saflicient quantity to bring
them within reach, although the values above these mayv take
some little trouble in finding.

Used copies of the current issue of Portugal t1g10), are on
sale here and there, and one would think these shonld
gradually become more readily available presently.

The s0 pfe. and 1 inark values of current Wartemburg are
apparently getting more plentitul; these should be nice things
to be on the look out for.

The 25 aunr lceland, 1907. seems in evidence in some
quantity.

The 6h. and 1zh. values of Aunstria, 19to, scem to cost the
highest percentage over face. for used copies, of any of the
lower values.

The Shilling value of South Nigeria. 1904, seems to he
giving place to the same value of 1907, and who can tell how
long the current issue will run ?

I understamd therc has been a fall in price with regard to
the current 10 ronbles Russin,

The 3d. St. Vincent, 1go7-0y. pictorial design, shonld be a
good stamp, since this value 1s now on vellow paper.

The 12¢. Ceylon, recently obsolete, is apparently rising;
perhaps also the 1zc. of 1400 is too cheap atits present price.

The 3gpig. German Moracco seeins to be accumalating
more rapidly than the other middle valies.’

There are certain Sevcheiles, which have a gond catalopue
value, that nevertheless appear pretty frequently in the hists,
but it is not often one sees auy mention of the 36-on-y5c.
used.

The 1oc. yellow Panama of 1yog seems gradually being
absorbed,

The g-on-1c. Uruguay, 1910, and the se. pictorial of 1911
(commemorative ?} are both dear.

The current z5c. Tunis seems to be a far more popularly
used value than the zoc.

The Od. violet Jamaica on ordinary paper is apparently
going to be scarer than the same stamp on chalky paper.

The svc. lleng Kong, 19og.07, seems more plentiful on
chalky, than on ordinary, paper; perhaps there may be
wisdom in putting away the copies on ordinary paper for a
time.

The 8d. “long stamp " of S. Aunstralia, * POSTAGE " in
thick letters, is probably much less used than the od. value.

One of the fascinations of buving New Zealand, 1882, is tu
sort out the varjous perforations and make dixcoveries !

Old 3d. values of British West Indies, which were once a
commonly used denomination, may occasionally be had per
ten copies, and are good things to have on haud.

Soine of the less plentitul surcharges among recent Siams
shouid be waorth investing in, at their present prices.

it is a pity that so many lists stop short at the point where
prices for the higher values should begin. I.{nwev_er, this
cannot be helped ; one must possess one's soul in patience.
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| Societies & Clubs.

Isle of Thanet Philatelic Society.
Hon. Sec. : D. B. Armstrong, Llanadern, Broadatairs.

Ax entertaining and instructive lecture on ** Philatelic
Manuments to War ™' was delivered by Mr. W, E.
Lincoln before a meeting of the ubove Society, held
ut (Jueen’s Mansion, Chiftonville, on March 8th, (he
President, Mr. A. Léon Adute, F.es.8.1., in the
chair.

Commencing with a copy of the Revenue stamp
which ciused the American War of Independence and
led to the loss of our American Colonies, Mr. Lincoln
passed on to the Serevian Insurrection of 1804, then
to the Brazilian Revolution of 1822, the Crimean
War, the American Civil War, the Abyssiniun Cam-
pagn of 1867, the French lovasion of Mesico, the
conflict between Brazil and Puaraguay in 1863, the
Spunish Revolution of 1868, the France-Prussian
War, showeng various postal curiosities used during
the Siepe of Puris.

The Curlist Rising in Spainin IR73 was illustrated
by stamps issued by the revolutionaries bearing the
portrait of the Pretender, the Liute Dom Carlos s and
philutelic souvenirs of the aurs between Eastern
Roumelia and South Bulgaria in 1877, Chili and Peru
in 1881, the Egypuan Campaign of 1882, and the
Sudun Wiie of 1897, were also shown.,  Amongst the
other wars touched on by the lecturer were the
Spanish Campaign in Morocee in 1894, the Chino-
Japunese War of 1898, the Grieco-Turkish War 1897,
the Niger Coast Expedition, the Spuanish-American
War, the Boxer Rising of 190, and the Russo-
Japunese War of 1904, Last, but by no means feust.
Mr. Lincoln exhibited o large number of 1nteresting
postal mementoes of the great Bocr War, including
stamps used in the sieges of Mafeking and Lady-
smuth, various censor marks, cte., ete.

Me. Lincoln wias the recipient of a very hearty vote
of thanks from the members present.

Johannesburg United Philatelic
Soclety.

The Hon, 8ec., P.O. Box 4967, Johannesbury, S.A.

AT a2 meeting held on Jan. 24th, Mre, Hund pressded
over a large gathering, including eleven visitors,

Mr. A. J. Cohen then displayed his usual budget of
new issues aad new scquisitinns. He also broughy
up the re-inclusion in Gibboas', Part 1., of certain
Havarian riilway officia) stamps.  The admission to
catalogue stiatus of the purely fiseisl Bechusnaland
Pratectorate overprint on Bd. Transvaal agam came
in for hostile criticism. A Rhaodesinn note was read
as to a4 change of eolour in the new 4d, Rhodesia,
and the possibility of further chanpes.

Mr. o W K. Schofield next read an uble and
interesting paper embodying his © Views as to the
direction which Stamp Collecting should take.™"

Then fallowed an exhibition of the stamps of
Tasmamia und the Germun Empire. Mre, AL J.
Cohen’s Tusmamans included o fine ot of the early
Queens, and the eare 10s. and 20s, of the 1892 jwxye,
Mr. Hand's display of the same Colony, though not
so rich in early ssues, was also very strong, |t
included a current 4d. buff. perforated 114 on three
sides and 18 on the fourth! Mr. A, J). Cohen wan
the only exhibitor of Germuny, and the display
showed his usual completeness.

S0 ended another of those successful mectings
with which the Suciety is becoming so pleasantly
famibar.

A Farrly well attended meeting took place on Feh.
14th, in the Society’s Rooms at Trust Buildings,
unduer the presidency of Mr. Hands. Me. L. Loesius
wus elected a town member.

After correspondence had been read, dealing
mainly with the ** South African Philatelist,” Mr. A,
J. Cohen showed un unused ** black of tour ™" of the
fiscal Bechuanalund Protectarate overprinted on
Transvaal 64, and Mr. Ansell a 50 reis Mozumbigue
Company (ured at 13eira) overprinted Republica,

The exhibition for the evening was the stamps of
South Australin. Mr. A, J. Cohen's display included
a preat number of the varicties of a very Jdifficult
country. Mr. Hand was very good all through, and
very strong in the early 1ssues.  Mr. Henderson was
not numerically strong in the eurly stamps, but he
showed some rare examples.

Junior Philatelic Society.
Brighton Branch.
Mon. Sec. : J. Ireland, 108, Western Road, Move.

A MEETING was held on Thursday, March 23rd, at
the Express Creamery, when a * Single Country
Display " was given by the members. In the un-
avoidable absence of Mr. Meud. the meeting was
presided uver by the Rev. H. C. Bond, m.A. Iisplays
were given by the following :—The Rev. H. C. Bond.
Dutch Indies, well advanced, arranged by the
catalogue ; Mr. J. B. Boulton, Chili, 188! issue, and a

fine capy of 5¢. an bluish, 1853, on entirc; Mr. Jd C.
Dallimaore, Cape of Gond Hope, including several
interesting  used  blocks 3 Me. Juck  Dallimore,
Denmark, i very complete litle collection @ Mr,
Double (Newhaven), Argentine, incfuding severa)
sceaege varieties | Muss Foster, Lecwiard Islands,
complete mint, with one exception: Mr. J. [reland,
Nicarapua, Salvadur, a gorgeous display (of reprints);
Mr. C. 4 Smith, Cook Islands, practically complete
mint, well written up by Mr. D, C. Smiath: Mr. W,
E. Smith., Nuples, Parma, San Marino,  Siaily.
Tuscany. Benadir, and the Italian Foreign  Post
Offices, a very fine Iot of these scarce stamps.

The Chuirman expressed the symputhy of the
members with Aliss Foster and Mre, W, E. Smith
whao were kept from the meeting through illness, but
he was very pleascd they hud done their duty by the
Society and sent their displays all the same,

Manchester Philatelic Society.

Hon. Sec. : J. Stelfox Gee, 96, Mosiey St., Munchestor.
Tur $7th meeting was held at the Geographical
Socicty's Rooms, on t7th March, the President. Me.
W, Darping Beckton, in the chair, when there was a
poad attendance to hear the paper, with display, of
“ Sramps of oue North American Colonics,”” by the
senior Vice-Prestdent, Mreo J. H. Abbott. | We
have pleasare in publishing a note of this interesting
paper in the present number. AssT, En., S.C.F.]

Mr. G. H. Dannatt, of Lyndule, Bluckheath,
elected o corresponding member, and Mr. H. J.
Smith proposed as a corresponding member.

The date of the Annunl Generul Mceeting was fixed
for Friday, March 31st, at 8 p.m,, at the Geographical
Siciety’'s Rooms,

Secretaries are requested to assist the
Editor by sending in their reporta to
reach the Office of the * B.C.F.” not later
than the Saturday preceding publication.

South Essex Philatelic Society.
Hon. Sec. : A, B. €. Dyer, 133, Hor Street, Waithamstuir,
Essex.
Tue fth ordinary meeting of the Season was held ae
the Pioncer Inatitute, Wxlthamstow, on March Yth,
Mr. A, H. Clark 1n the chair

The Librarian acknowledged some donations to
the Librury : and the Exchange Superintendent
announced good sales from Packets, and intrmated
thut more cuntributors were needed.

Mr. AL B C. Dyer then procecded 1o read his
paper upon the stamps of British South Africa. He
dealt with all isxsues, including early ssues of 13.C A,
and Cape stamps overprinted British South Afeica,
concluding with remarks upon  recent issues of
Rhodesiu,  The stamps sent round to illusteate his
remarks weree much admired,

A hearty vote of thanks was wccorded to Mr,
Dyer for hix interesting contrmbution.

Mr. Dyer annnunced that  the recent  Dance
orpganised to assist in clearmg off the Exhibion
deficit of £ had yietded 2 very small profit : and
was hoped that a proposed ©* Wikt Drive ™ (tickets
from the Secretary at 1/ cach) would be well sup-
ported.

A vote of thunks to the Philatelic Pressand Me, H.
L'Estranyge Ewen for their kind assistance was
unanimously passed,

Mro A3 C Dyer, of 184, Hoe Street, Waltham.
stow, wos elected Honorary Secretary to N the
vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. R H.
Clarhe.

[ Auction Reports.

¢ Signifies Unused.

Messrs. PUTTICK & SIMPSON'8 Sale,

Jan. 17th and 18th, 1911.
Gibraltar, 1903, single CA., £1 black

and lilac on red, mint .
Great Britain, 1841, 2d. blue, a strip
of six, mint .. e

1847-54. Octagonal, 1/- green® ..
18%4, Crowns, £1 brown-lilac ..
Lovant, 1900, 1 piastre on 2d. green
and carmine, a pair .

Great Britain, Fiscals, Medicine Tax,
1782, 3. red, an entire sheet

of six .t ..
Hamburg, 1864 5, perf., g sch. yellow
Oldenburg, 1561, § gros. orange-yellow
Ditto, & gros. green, two shades
Ditto, } pros, brown and 4 gros.

chesthut .. ..
Ditlo, 2z gros. red .. e
Saxony, 1850, 3 pf. red .. ..

Wurtemberg, 1551-52, 18 kr. black on
llac, aind 1850, 18kr, pale blue

18560, 18 kr. blue, and 1858-60,

1% kr. blue .. ..
1808, 18 kr. orange .. .e
1873, 70 kr. purple .. .-

India, 1854, ja. blue and pale red,
a Llock of four, with blue
dividing lines and rosettes®

Philippine Islands, 1854, 1 real, pale
blue, a pair .. ‘e

Straits Settlements, 187g-%2, 10 cents
onh joc. claret, type a, mint, .

1583, T'wo Cents vertically on 32c¢.
red, type b, mint

19oh-10, muhiple CA., 25 dollars,

preen and Black, mint .o
Mo, 100 dollars, purple and
green, mint . ..

i3, Kast AMfrica, 1891, ** 4 anna A B
in M35, on za. red, used with
a g . e ..

Cape of Good Hope, 1853-8, 1/ deep

green, it block of 4, mint .
1801, Woodblocks, 1d. carmine..
Divto, 4d. pale blne .. .
186364, Triangular, 1d. carmine,

a block of 4 .. ..
Ditto, 4d. dark blue, a superb

block of 4, mint .. ..
1Yitto, 6d. mauve, a block of 4,

mint .. .e .o

tTo he continned.)
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Now is
the

time

to

extend

your
Philatelic

Advertising.

ASHFORD,

All Rarities, Pairs, Strips, Blocks, etc.,
Reasonable Prices.
Strong in Line-Engraved and Octagonal Issues.

— Selections on Approval against References.
Want Lists filled carefuily.

R. B. SPARROW,

I am breaking up superh £1000
Mint and Used Gollection
GREAT BRITAIN.

TALYBOUT-ON-USK.
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ONE DPPENNY.

Philatelists of @o~Day.

XXXV.—MR. HUMPHREY BENNETT.

\MONG his fellow philatelists, Mr. Humphrey Bennett | Society that he 18 most widelv known.

In the current

would probably be commanly described and aceepted | season—the fourth of the Northampton Society’s career
as a  Northamptonshire man, becituse of his close he holds office as Vice-I'resident 1 and he has long

association with the Northampton

Philatelic Society. s a matter
of fact, however, the subject of
our present sketch is of Lanca-
shire birth, havimg first seen the
light at Great Lever, lLancs,
thirty-one vears ago.

He was a collector i his
schoolboy days —a more  than
usually keen collector for that
happy-go-lucky  period of life—
and the world-wide stvle of col-
lecting he then emploved was
continued in his case until some
five years ago, when he began to
devote special attention to various
particular sections of the British
LEmpire.

Sarawak bhecame one of his
special fancies, and Mr. Bennett's
fine collection of the stamps of
the “White Kajah ' earned a
well merited award at the \Am-
sterdam Philatelic Exhibition in MR Huuprmey BrNseTT.

1909. Vice.President of the Northampton Philatelic Soviety.

Mr. Bennett is a Fellow of the
Roval Philatelic Society, and a
member of the J.P.S. and other Societies. [t is, how-
ever, in connection with the Northampton Philatelic

been a useful and enthusiastic
member of  that Society, provid-
g his fellow - hobbyists  with
many interesting and instructive
displays.

The  Northampton  Philatelic
Society s not numerically Large,
but if its members are of hnted
numbers they may certionly lay
clam o unlimited  ardour  as
followers of the philatelie cult,

Mre, Bennett s the dturd of
its members whom we have had
the pleasure of including o our
series  of 7 Philitelists of - To-
D™

A delegite for Northamptm to
the irst Philatelic Congress at
Mianchester i 1909, Mr. Dennett
was  again present at Caxton
Hall last vear i the same ca-
pacity.

Our nest " Philatelist of To-
Dav ™ will be Mr. J. Ireland,

the energetic and popular Hon. Secretary of the
Brighton Branch of the Junior Philatehic Society.
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Reprinting.
Uses and [flbuses.

By A, B. CREEKE, JUNR.

[ts

M,\.sv of the numerous Kingdoms, Dukedoms and States,

which in 1871 were formed into one mmted Genmnan
Empire, originally possessed their own postal administration
or issued a separate serics of postage stamps.

There were, however, soine exceptions, and it was through-
out those parts of * Germany "'—the comprehensive name for
all the varions Kingdoms elc.—which had neither one nor
the other, that the Princes of the Anstrian princely House of
Thurn and Taxis possessed and managed a postal monopoly,
for which special sets of stamps were 1ssued: these were:

NORTHERN DIsTirICT.

1832-1838 1 3, 4, 3, 1, 2 and 3 silb.-grosch., bluck on colour,
1834960 ; L4, 1, 2,8, 5 0and 10 silh - groselr,, colour on white.

Ao 4. 1, 2 and 3 silb.grosch., new colours on
white, imperf,

3,043, 1, 2 and 3 silb.-grosch, same colours, but
rouletted.

3004, A0 1 2 and 8 silbo-grosch, same colours, but
rouletted m colour.

1

1
186264 1.
1865 : 1
4}

1867 :

SOUTHERN DISTRICT.

1852.58 : 1,3, 6 and 9 kecuzer, black on colour.

1839 1,3, 6,9, 15 and 30 kreuzer, colour on white,

1862 : 3, 6 and 9 kreuzer, new colours, imperf.

1865 : 1, 3, 6 and 4 krcuzer, same colours, but rouletted.
1867 : I, 3, 6 and 9 Kkreuzer, same colours, but roul. in colour.

Many ol these stamps are of considerabie scarcity n
nnused condition, a complete sel (gnoring sharles of colour)
costing abont £60: used copies come mmuch cheaper. The
total face value is only some 7s.

After the Austro-German war the Tharn and Taxis postal
administration was, in 1867, merged in that of the North
Gerinan Confederation, and the stock of stamps then on hand
was sold to dealers and collectors: this accounts for the
cheapness of the majority of the later issues, and formerly
gave rise to the belief that they had heen reprinted.

Some ten months ago rumours were heard as to a contem.
plated reprinting of the older, and scarcer, issues of Thurn
and Taxis, and a protest from the International Pos<tage
Stamp Dealers' Union to His Highoess Prince Albert elicited
a reply. for a snmmarised translation of which we are
indebted to ** The London Philatelist " of last August :—

“UIn the oochives of the House of Thurn and Taxis
no full sheets of the postage stamps issued under its
authority have been preserved, and the lack of such was
particulurly felt at an exhibition which the princely house
arranged in Milin in 1906, [ order to avoid a repeution
of this cmibarrassment in the future, the present prince
ordered official reprints to be made from the well-pre-
served origmial plates. and at o disteict exhibition, to be
held ot Oberpfalz carly this year, full shects of these
reprints of the Gfty-four Thurn and Taxis varicties, to-
gether with the remainders of the later issues, will be
placed on exhibition m the court house.  In respanse to
an urgent demand from philatelic sources, o very himited
number of entire sheets of the reprints will be made
aviailable to the collecting fraternity after the close of the
exhibition.  Itis pointed out that this reprinting is only
in hne with similar procedures by past and present postal
administrations, and it is not intended as @ business or to
cncraach in any  way on the dealing in stamps.  In
order to prevent the reprints being put to feavdulent use,
it is intemded to make them so that they may be easily
recognised by any one, and the plates will e kept after
wards in the Thurn and Taxis archives, inaccessible to
anyone desiring further issues,

The communication closes as follows;
*The great interest with which the planning of our
intentionally very limited issuc of ofticial ceprints has
been received both here and in forcign countrics seems to

indicate that the objecrions raisced by you are not shared
in by the great majority of dealers and collectors. Al
further information in regard to the reprints will appear
in the daily Press.”

Betore amy of thiese 1epruns were placed on the market,
Mr.Glasewaldrelated inthe August-September* Philatelisten-
Zeitung " that he had inspected the Thurn and Taxis archives
and had seen the reprints. His report was that a series of
33 stamps had been reprinted, but only those of which fuli
sheets were not amongst the remainders; that of these, 10
sets of sheets were reserved for museums and exhibitions, 10
sets for ** Philately,” and the balance for the archives; and
that the reprints, though well-made, can be recognised by the
paper and the roulettiug.

We may add that the colours vary somewhat from those of
the originals. and that the stamps are ungummed. This
latter defect is easily remedied, however.

The thirty.-three varieties of the reprints are as follows, and
the total issue to be placed on the philatelic market was
nearly 4,000 complete sets of single copies:—

1852.54: black impression on coloured paper - dsgre. red-lrown :
dspr. grey-brown | dsgr. grev-green ;s Isgr. dark blue,
pale blue : 2spe, rose ; 3spr. vellow ; Tke, grey-green
ke, dark blue, pale blue ; 6kr. rosc; 9kr. yellow.

1860-61 1 coloured mipression on white paper, imperf. — dsgr. pale
red . dsgr. green s Tsgr. pale blue; 2sgr. rose 3 3spr.
red-brown: Vkr. green; 3kr. pale blue: Gkr. rosc:
Ykr. yellow.,

I862.63 . colourcd impression on white  paper, imperf.—isgr
green;  dspre. orange; Isgr. rosce; Skre. roscl Gkr.
bluc ; Y9%r. brown.

1864-5: colourcd impression on white paper, rouletted (plain,

notcoloured) - dsgr. black ; dspr. orange ;. Isgr. rose ;
Lsgr. pale blue s dsgr. brown 5 ke, pale green.

I'he Catalogne value of thie origmals ub the above 1s about
£75.unused, and £2 5s. od. used; the face valne being a little
under 3s.

Ot the 3,750 sets available for ** Philaiely,” 1,500 were sold
up to the 1gth January at 10s. each; then, after a hreathing
space of eight days, 750 more at zos. each; and finally the
remainder at a further increase.

Each label has the letlers * N.D." (Neudruck = Repriut)
on the hack, impressed in hlac-coloured k.

Having given a short, bat sufficient account of the latest
reprinting incideunt, we purpose ventilating our opinions on
the general subject of Reprints.

The ordinary reprint of commerce is, we consider, nothing
more or less than a fraud—it sumnlates and dissimulates ;
pretends to be what it 1s not, and not to be what it is; it poses
as an original and objects to be called a reprint.

There are very many stamps, and their number is dailv
increasing, which have passed or are passimg through the
intermediate stages of scarcity and rarily into the category
of the *unattainable” —except to extremely weathy men:
there are also many stamps commoner, and cheaper, now than
they werc twenty years ago, though the number of thesc is
decreasing.

What effect has the reprint on these two classes of the
(generally} older issues? Linagime the teelings of the enthusi-
astic philatelist, who, having given a very large sum for, say,
an original entire sheet of one of the Sydney View stamips,
finds the market snddenly flooded with reprints at four times
“face! He may try to console himself with the knowledge
that his sheet is the only original known, but he fecls that its
unigue position is assailed by the existence of other shects,
printed from the same plate, on similar paper and in ink of
a similar colour—the only difference is age. The oldest
postage stamp, however, has only just passed the span of years
scripturally allotted to mankind, and the greatest present
difference in age between an old original and a raw reprint
can only just exceed 70 vears; but look into the future, or,
better still, take an instance in somne other science.

sSuppose that, from a very ancient seal, an impression be
taken in material similar to that in which original impressions
exist—what is it, and what is its value ? It seems to us to be
simply and solely a fraud, and its value (save as a help to
decipher an inscription) to be nil.
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Anyvthing not being nseit an original, as generally under-
stood amongst connoisseurs 1 the particular science or hobby,
which tends to lower the imprortance— or even, to regard the
eflect from an unscientific point. the pecuniary value—of the
original cupies, 1s to be condemmned, if by any chance it can
lhe mistaken for, or passed off as, a gennine specimen of the
article it pretends to be.

We can imagine instances where even *original” speci-
mens might be a moral, if not legal, fraud on collectors—an
explorer comes across a pair of (ireat Auks. secures them
alive and subsequently disposes of their eggs: these are
original, certainly, but, it passed off as the egps of extinct
birds, they merely constitute a gross moral traud. Thev
would be, from the oruithological view, * re.lavs ', and should
be marked with absolutely indelible ink * New laid . followed
by the date!

For the reprint—imitating the paper, colour, perforation,
etc., of some rare. or even conuuon, obsolcte stamp—we
have not a good word to say, because its existence cannot but
have a prejudicial effect un original copies, seeing that so
much care mav have been taken in its production, that 1t is
capable (perhaps, with a little * faking™) of being passed oft
as what it is not and never can be,

Many of our readers can call to wmind the lLanreated
Reprints, which at first came over in two or three sheets of
each value, and deceived even the great collectors of twenty-
odd years ago, and finally were scattered broadcast at almost
nominal prices: they defranded collectors ot considerable
sums of money, made holders of nnused originals uneasy
as to the real status of their copies, ard no doubt had a
general prejudicial etfect. On the other hand, o reprint—as
in the Lanreated case—has its value, as affording great
assistance 1 the pieviously impossible task of * plating ™
some great rarity ; dul, would not a re-nnpression in black be
just as serviceable. and of no philatelic danger whatever.
except that it might possibly be taken asa ** proot 7

There is a further reason against the existence of reprints,
one which concerns the trade more than it does the amaten:
the absorption by the philatelic market of some thousands of
well-executed reprints entails an entiely unnecessary expendi-
ture on the part of the collector, depreciates (to a large
extent, in the aggregate) his spending powers, and lessens the
dealer's chance of getting rid of an original even at the
lower price caused by the advent of its younger rival.

In our opinion. all dies, rollers. transfers, plates, stones,
ete. nsed in the production of stamps, shonld be destroyed
immediately their use 1s discontinued, an impression in black
being taken, or an original sheet being retained, as a record ;
or they should be cancelled in such a way not ecasy to
suggest- as to make it impossible for the cleverest * faker”
to put them to an improper purpose, i.e. make reprints
capable of passing as originals. Take the case of the orginal
stereos from which the Cape **wood-blocks ™ were printed :
these are certainly cancelled, but only by a fine straight line
showing white in a print. How easv, given the necessary
inaterials, to prodnce a few © genuine origmals™ ! Fortunately
these particuiar stereos are in good custody, and it is most
improbable that they conld be used for reprinting, but it is
possible and that is the trouble. It's the dread of the
* possible ", the fear of the * unknown™.

It is said that speciafists will collect the reprints of their
chosen countries: possibly: what else can they do. if they
desire 10 be complete ? It is a doubtful argument. however,
when creating something which 1s not wanted and is more or
less calculated to deceive, to say that specialists will take it
when so created.

Let us try to keep Philately from becoming Timhromanie—
remainders (except when they have lain forgotten for vears)
are not unwelcome; * gum-pap’ pictorials, centennials,
coinmemoratives, charitables and other unnecessary rubbish
may be disliked, though if actnally used. have lqhe acceptpd :
but reprints are not stamps at all—they are sinply receipts
for money paid to a needy Goverminent or an enterprising
postmaster, who, in effect, hold out the vouchers and offer
themn in exchange for cash. The folly of it—to knowingly
buy a worthless and unnecessary thing, specially made to
relieve you of yonr money.

@The Btamp Market.

By SENEX.

l)l-::.u viluss of <o Sonth American States, in view of the

readiness with which they are being gathered in Europe
and thronghout the American continent. are worth studying :
i somue lists these figure pretiy largely.

The attractiveness of a series of stamps has, of course,
much to do with its popularity, an'l thisis a point which a
stamp-seller should bear in mind.  There are stamps. whose
tascination ot appearaunce is calculated to make converts in
most places where thev are displayed,  Folks will pay for
beauty, whether it be the pronounced beanty that is akin to
gorgeousness, or the (uicter glory whose dignity lies in its
siiplicity.

Apparently the sd. Barbabos, of 1892, is leaving its
erstwhile figure behind : possiily some day it may chimb some
distance towards the platform” where the sd. “Trimdad, of
1596, now stands.

According 1o a quotation seen, the 1d. black of West
Australia, number 1, is probably underpriced at present :
five vears ago it was dearer,

It appears that current British Honduras, 25c. up to
5 dollars can be puorchased at the present time in used
condition at moderate prices, and this should prove an
opportunity.,

The 2d. Barbados, Nelson, CC, is scarce, aud worth all it
is priced.

The goc.-on-4d. green-and-brown Morocco Ageucies shonld
go up some day.

A study of prices for rome current, and some recently
obsolete Northern and Southern Nigeria, impels the surmnise
that the figures may presently go higher.

There will be a goodly number of the mark values of the
new Bavarian stamps for the collector to circumvent; any-
how. the illustrations of them seem to shuw that they are
attractive stamps.

The new Buigaria of 1911 also seem to promise a ready
sale. whenever nsed copies of them become available. No
doubt the 1 stot. valone, heing an attractive pictorial, will act
as a stimulns to the gatheriog of the complete set; which
being done, the desire for possession of some of the older
issnes creeps in, and thus the collector is led to attempt the
acquisition of the complete field of the stamps of this country,
Interest being aroused, there 1s no telling where it mmay end.

The new zoc. Urngnay (portrait issue) should prove a good
sellmy stamp. judging trom an odd copy seen.

The to-on-13e. Panama of 1911 may possibly be dearer
than the ordinary 1oc. valnes of 1goo-10, judgimg from a
quotation seen.

Some current stamps seem scarce enough, in good condi-
tian, to jusufy the snrnnmse that future prices may procecd to
a higher figure.  For these, and all similar stamps of which
one is convinced that they are likely to be property of
increasing value, it may be wisest to give good prices, which
tutnre years may prove not to have been dear.

In two places the 5/- Cupe, old type, has heen noticed per
ten copies, a circumstance somew hat unusual.  The current
5/ value is perliaps not over plentiful.

Some day. the 3d, Lagos, of 1903, CA, mav stand on the
same level as regards price, as the 2d. denomination of that
1sshie.

Some of the Crete * Fllas™ seemn perhaps cheaper, bt
printings that are obsolete are not included in this remark,

Siam continues to have a popularity which is increasing,
and the pursuit of these stamps is all the more interesting
because of the existence of certain values that are more or
less elusive.

No doubt the quest of the rupee values of British Fast
Africa and Zanzibar is a pursuit followed zealously hy many
at the present time ; occasionally one sees rather full lists of
them.
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A Happy Easter to all our readers, and as little as

possible of our recent * all British " weather !

The first Symposium letters on the subject of
 the Ideal form of Stamp Collecting ™ are published in this
number.  Others are unavoidably held over; and in view of
the possibility that our Editor's **Open Letter™ on the
subject may have been overlooked by sote of our readers
we repeat the text of it herennder:—

The different forms and directions taken by the philatelic
hobby are o subject of perennial interest,

At the present time there is, perhaps, a tendency to
decry  Advanced Specialism and that over-claboration of
phiLitelic study which is its inevitable concomitant,

A sign of the times, and perhaps a welcome one, s the
revival of mterest in old-style General Collecting. 1t s
now a fairly common experience certainly o commaner
expervicnee than, say, ten years ago—to Hod ceven an
Advanced Speciadist compiling a gencral collection of the
old-fashioned type concurrently with his studies of the
purticular issues which are his chosen speciality,

[t is my desire to present in the columns of the Staup
Collectors’ Fortaightly o few brief expressions of the
individual views of philatelists upon what constitutes the
Ideat of Stamp Collecting, having ceard to the oppor.
tunitics and the tinancial resources of the philatelist of
moderate means.

In one's consideration of this subject, such questions as
o Used v. Unused,”” = Condition,” the possible climination
of such ** side issues 7 as Postage Dues, Officials, &e., und
the respective mierits of © Group Collecting ™" as against
o General Collecting ' inthe very widest sense of the term,
will naturally present themselves to one’s mind,

May [ hope that you will be kind cnough to contribute
vour views to our projected symposium on this subject ?
Anything that you may send me, however bricf. will be
most welcome, and will be appreciated by many interested
readers,

We shall weleome further opinions from readers at home
or abroad.

A ‘' Penny Black "’ Dinner in honour of the world’s
post, and as many think, most beautiful adhesive postage
stamp, has been arranged for May 8th, at the Trog:ade(o
Restanrant, under the auspices of the Junior Philatelic
Society. A prominent item on the menu—we mean, the
agenda, will be the discussion of the arrangements for the
Philatelic Exhibition to be held in London next year.

Goming Qvents in Philately.

SOCIETIES' MEETINGS.

April 20th. —~Manchester Junior Philatelic Society, at the Deansgate
Hotel : Five Minutes® Papers, Members.

April 20th.—North London Philatelic Society, at 7, Canonbury Square,
London, N.: *' Colonials ™', with Display, ]J. C. Sidebotham.

April 20th,—North of Fngland Philatelic Society, in the ¥.M.C.A. Rooms,
Hlackett St., Newcastle : ** British Colonies ", Members.

April 25th. —Liverpool Philatelic Society, at St. George's Restaurant,
5, Redcross Street, : Annual Meeting ; ** Dutch Colonies ", Display.

April 25th.-—Herts Philatelic Society, at 4, Southampton Row, London,
W.C.: Display of Unused British Colonial Stamps, Mrs. Field.

April 25th.—].eeds Philatelic Society, at the Y.M.C.A., Albion Place:
** Japan ', with Display, ¥, J. Peplow.

April 20th.—Isle of Thanet Philatelic Society : ** Trinidad. Tobago, &c.”',
I.. Heginbottom, B.aA.

April 26th.—Northampton Philatelic Society, at 48, Marefair: ** Great
Britain— Line-engraved Issues ", with display, W. Nichols.

April 27th.—Huddersfield and District Philatelic Society, at the l.ion
Restaurant, Huddersfield: Annual General Meeting.

April 27th. —Junior Philatelic Society (Brighton Branch), at The Express
Creamery, 200, Western Koad : *' Prussia'’, with Display, Ralph
Wedmore.

May 1st.—Il.iverpool Junior P’hilatelic Society, at The Incorporated
Trade Protection Saciety's Rooms, 42, Castle Street: Annual
Meeting.

May 1st.—Manchester Junior PPhilatelic Society, at Deanspate Hotel :
Annual Meeting.

AUCTION SALES.

April 19th and 2oth.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 6g, Fleet Street,
E.C.

April zoth and 2ist. — Messrs. Ventom, Bull the

L.oudoun Hotel, Surrey Street, Strand, W.C.
April 24th.—Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 63/64, Chancery l.ane, W.C.

April 2sth and 20th.—Messrs. Puttick & Simpson, at 47, Leicester
Square, i.ondon, W.C,

April 27th and 28th.—Messis. Plumridge & Co., at 6363, Chancery
lLane, W.C.

May znd and 3rd.—Messrs. Glendining & Co., at 7, Argyll Streei,
Regent Street, W.

& Cooper, at

May 4th.—Messrs. Sotheby. Wilkinson & Hodue. at No. 13, Wellington
Street. Strand, W.C ., ol one o'clock precisely.

—_— et eI

Qollecting in FHlocks.

’l' uk LEditor of *“ Ewen's Weekly Stamp News " tells us that

the interest in the following note, culled from the
* Skandinavisk Filatelistisk Tidsskrift " and containing a
Daunish opinion on the collection of stamps in blocks, is
increased by the fact that the Scandinavian countries have
in the past been strong adherents of the one-stamp system :—

* Blokstykker er noget, som mere og mere bliver
moderne, 1 alle store og fine Samhnger séger man
nasten altid at have Frimarkerne ogsaa repricsenteret
i Blokstykker. Samlere, som bar smukke Blokstykker,
skal defor passe godt paa dem og bevare dem.
Ogsaa smukke Blokstykker af mere almindelige
Frinarker kan nok fortjene Opmarksomhed, for der
kan komme den Tid, de Blokstykker af disse Vierdier,
naar de er udgaaede af Cirkulation, hliver efterspurgte,
og som Folge deraf forholdsirs godt betalt.”

\Ve accept the Editor's statement as to the foregoing, but
why does he flatter his readers (including editors of contem-
porary papers) by assuming that they, like him, have the gift
of tongues ¢ 1t is too tantalising to be obliged to pass an
evidently interesting paragraph, with nerely an idea that
“ Blokstykker " may be the Scandinavian equivalent for
“A Block !
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What is the Ideal Form of Btamp Eollecting?

SOME INTERESTING

CONTRIBUTIONS

TO OUR SYMPOSIUM.

Here is a first batch of the views and
“What is the Ideal Form of Collecting?” Thev

NO UNIVERSAL [IDEAL POSSIBLE!

Mr. A. E. Milner, of Birminghan, himselt an omnivorous
collector, strongly urges the utmost play for individual fancy
in stamp collecting.

I do not think [he writes] it is possible to have a universal
Ideal form of collecting.  Each collector has his or her ovwnadeas
as to the best way to collect, and as long as u person collects in
his or her own sweet way, their interest in the hobby s ever.
vernal,  If you endeavour to get them to colleet in o straight.
wiaistecoat way and never to step from the straight path, they will
lose interest sooner o luter.  The collector who takes his or her
own course (with the inevitable blank albums) is o collector for
life, and generally has onc or more side lines such as postmarks,
fiscals, ete., which are ¢red down by many = stringht 7 collectors
of postage stamps.  DPersonally 1 cannot refuse to take unything
in the way of stamps. postage. fiscal, telegraph. rinls, pads, cte.,
ctc.—All come to my net. Please accept these humble opinions
of an earnest though poor collector !

ALL FORMS OF COLLECTING

ARLE IDEAL!

Mr. Charles H. Greenwood, whom we all know as Hon.
Secretary of the Huddersheld and District Philatelic Society
and of the Primrose Stamp Exchange, is philosophical and
most tolerant, He writes:—

There is no * ldeal * method of collecting.  And yet all
methods arc ideal.  The inherent rarson d'étre of any hobby is
to please its devotees ; obviously there is no higher deit] for us as
stamp collectors than that which pleases us most.

We, after all, must travel along the paths from which we can
derive the greatest amount of pleasure.  Our object may be the
pure joy of accumulation i it may be our wish to explore some
hitherto untrodden philatelic feld, or it may be that the tinancial
point of view isuppermost. For such widely differing specimens
of the genus philatelist, there must, of necessity, be a consider-
able diversity of aim and interest. We, therefore, cannot say
which is the  Ideal " form, for it is this wideness of scope which
our hobby allows, that forms the Jife and soulof stamp collecting,

We most of us know representatives of the various © schools ™
of collecting, and, personally, | Hnd the new assue tiend with his
wonderful talk of New Hebrides overprints quite as keen as his
more classic brother philatelist who specialises in the fine old
Perkins Hacon.

EPIGRAMMATICALLY EXPRESSED.

The brief opinion sent us Ly Mr. Hubert I, fLowe contains
a world of meaning :—

You invite “he writes  the opinions of vour readers as to the
advisability of speaalizing or making a general collection [ ean
state my own views shortly i —At the age of ten 1 collected
stamps; at thirty [ was a Philatelist ; now, having reached the
age of fifty, | am again a Stamp-collector.

COLLECT STAMPS AXND STUDY THEM!

One of our Manchester friends, Mr. George White, writes
a letter strongly deprecating the setting-up of “rules” or
restrictions of any kind; and he winds up with an exhorta-
tion to philatelists to study stamps as well as collect them.

opinions contributed by our readers fo the discussion of the question,
need nothing bv wav of introduction.

What an individual ** should 7 or < should not ™ collect [writes
Mr. White, is to my mind the business only of the collector him.
self and once you rob Philately of its ¢ freedom in collecting.”” you
will, | believe. at once percave i dechne in the number of those
whao are at present attracted by its charms.

Allow the questions of - Used,” * Unused,” ** Condition,™
< Specialism.”” 0 Paids,'” ete., to be laid down as absolute laws
rather than opinion. and | think Philately will become the hobly
of the few. When one remembers that from King George Voto
the humblest schoalboy cach can find enough charm in stamp
collecting to satisfy his individual whims and inchinations. 1 would
suggest that any attempt to make rules controlling the ponts
raiscd. had better be left alone.

A muaedicn) student pgoes through the ardinary College course
before beconming i doctor. and after passing through the ordinar
stages he is left to form his own career, cither as an ordinary
M.D. o as a specialist of diseases. The stamp collector. | think,
usually begins much as the medical student does, i.e., ina general
way, later he finds something an the hobby which particularly
attracts and wherein be has particular facilities for obtaining the
stamps of a particular country.  He should certainly, as in the
case of the moedical student, be left to follow s own bent. The
general practitioner in medicine does w0 heap of good for the
prople in a general way, so Jdoes the general collector do yond for
Philately.  The specialist in both cases s equally desirable

I am contident that af a proper census could he taken of all
who collect stamps the general collector would aoverwhelm the
specialists in pumbers. and inomy apinen the whole question
might be Hned down to advocating a STUDY of stamps in
addition to collecting them but collect what you like and be
happy.

I believe the specialised  collections of toeday are mostly
composed of the general collections ot the past and so it wall be
in generations hence wd pnfinifum.

AN ADVOCATE OF MODERATE SPECEALISM.

Mr. W, Nicholls. ot Northampton, Hon. Secretary of
that city's Philatelic Society, has contributed the following
interesting reply :—

I may say that | am an interested supporter of Maoderate
Speculism.

I do not wish in any way tidecry  Advanced Specialism ™ to
which we are indebted for many vaduabie discoveries, but 1 odo
think that some of the collections as shown at recent exhibitions,
with their over-claboration of minor varictics, have to some
extent had a discoursging effect on the vounger or fess wealthy
collectors and have given the impression  that - Specialism
necessarily means the expenditure of large sums of money.

All carnest philatelists are, 1 think. practically agreed that o
general.coliection on old-fashioned lines is a practical impaossibility
to anyone startnyg now, if any degree of completeness be
at. W have of course the alternative of one of the nuny forms of
simpliticd collecting, ignoring varictics of paper, watermark and
perforatiom, and perhaps leaving out officials, postage dues. cte.,
but in my humble opinion, if you simplify collecting thus, you tuke
away quite half the pleasure of philately.  Far better collect a few
countries or stamps of a certain period and do it thoroughly, than
have 4 few odd specimens from every stampeissuing country of
the globe. My ** Ideal form of collecting™ is to choose a few
countrivs according to taste and the amount you arc prepared to
spend on the collections, and cendcavour to complete these with
all important variations of priating. shade, cte. A complete sct

_ I,
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of the country and single copies might first be aimed at, cither
used or unused or both. (Muny collectors, and | think rightly so,
like to shew unused and used sets of their special countries).
Pairs, blocks ** on originals’' can be added later on, but | do not
think large blocks, sheets, ete., need be included unless it s
impossible to shew types of surcharge or method of perforation
without them, in which case, of course, they can be included.
Shects of stamps in which every specimen is exactly the same, do
not, in myv mind, serve any uscful purpose. a single specimen or
block of four would be quite sufticient.

Above all, I say, study the stamps of your choice ! Read the
literatore published thercon, and try to find out all that it is
possible to know about them ; this is where the greatest amount
of pleasure comes in Specialism,

General collecting is, of course, very necessary for the beginner,
in order to gain a working knowledge of stamps, but | do not
think a colicctor realizes the true meaming of Philately until he
has tried to specialize a country, even if it is only one, us an
adjunct to his general collection.

SPECIALISM ALONE WILL. NOT DO.

Mr. W. Haworth, tormerly so prounnently associualed with
the Weymouth and Portland Philatelic Society, but now
resident in Londoun, sends an interesting contribution to
the discussion : —

To my mind there is onty one ideal form of collecting viz., a
generad coltection on simplificd tines, with one or more countrics
specialized.  This allows perfectly for the depth of the collector’s
pocket, and at the same time keeps up an interest in the countrics
which our friends are collecting. an interest which we should not
otherwise feel.

It is quite obvious that speciatism alone cannot stand. I ]
collect the stamps of Timbuctoo, and them only, | take no
interest in o fricend’s specialized collection of Wadhwan, | see

such and such s variety and 1 say ** Very nice™
or somcething else equally inance, but that is all.

If on the other hand 1 collect the world in geaeral, the varieties
do not interest me as | know absolutely nothing about them

But if now T specialize in Timbucton and at the same time
collect the stamps of, say, the British mpire, | have time to
look up the minor varicties of Wadhwuan and so take an interest
in my friend’s collection.

As regards the simplifying of the world's issues, this can be
left to the taste, and the pocket, of the individual, A man ready
to spend £200 o year on his hobby obviously need not cut down
the varicties so much as his poorer confrere, who, perhaps, has
only £20 available,

Perhaps the first things to be cut out are ** Officials.”  Then
the Postage Dues might go and varietics of perforation, such as
distinguisinng between single line and comb machines, size of
holes and their shape. Then perhaps papers, varicties in the
gauge of perforations and watermarks might be omitted. Used
and unused might, be placed together in one set, though it is
preferable to keep them separate if possible. But if cverything
clse had to go, so that my collection dwindled down to a mere
“type” collection, | would stick to copics in the pink of condition,
there should he no  *shightly damaged ™ or o fow  perfs,
clipped ™ copics for me.

1 think | have said enough to show what my opinion is as
regards collecting, T would only add that more atteation should
be paid to postal stationery.  The eavelopes and postcards of any
country are far more legitimate postal issues than any postal
duces, or officials, and, I might add, than a good many so-called
*postage "' stamips.

or * Fine copy,”

MR, MAXWELL'S TRIPLE

Mr. Alex. Maxwell, of Sheffield, has an ideal of Philately
which will inake a strong appeal to many of his fellow-
collectors. He writes : —

IDEAL.

May [, as one of the busy men referred to in your remarks in
the last** S.C.F..>" be allowed to bricfly summarise my opinions as
to what I consider the ¢ Ideal Form of Collecting.”

Ist—RBritish and British Colonial stamps of the 20th
century, in unused condition, up to as high a limit
as possible (the highest | can afford is 5s.y «*in all
the glory of minute detail,” as Mr. Ewen says.

2nd—A general collection of all other stamps not included
in No. 1, cither used or unused.

3rd — A study of the Postmarks of the British Islands.
In reply to yvour question, * What Philatelist is not a busy
man?"' | should say, any of our fair ludy collectors, not to men-
tion the number of boys who indulge in the hobby!

GENERALISE FIRST; THEN SPECIALISM.
Mr. Fred W. Edwards, r.c.s., President of the Swadlincote
Philatelic Society, sums up his view of the matter in very
few words :—

The ideat form of Stamp Collecting is, to my mind, to first
acquire a good average general collection, and then to specialize
in a favourite direction.

COMPLETION THE TRUE IDEAL!

We welcome the following notes from Mr. 8. Baratelli, of
Genoa.  Mr. Baratelli is philosophical; he does not ery for
the moon, but only begins that which he has a reasonable
hope of comnpleting.

I beg to point out my coliecting policy.

I use a blank leaf album, as | And it tircsome to turn over
dozens of one’s album pages with not a stamp on them.

When | sec that my purse will permit me to procure all the
stamps of a given set, I make a start and strive hard to complete
thent: but if | see that certain stamps are quite out of my reach,
I only secure one stamp as typical of the series, and do not start
wnew set if 1 have more than fifty others to complete, unless |
can sccure a full set,

It is tdeal 1 think, to have a full set.

It is ideal to have inone’s album as many stamps of different
designs as one can get, so that there is much to be sad for * Type
Collectioms,”  But | think it is non ideal to have two stamps of
once sct, three of another set, and so on.

A “SELECTED GENERAL COLLECTION.”

Mr. Ralph Wedmore, Hono teneral Secretarv of the
Junior Philatelic Society, is of opinion that Philately holds
the greatest chavin for those who collect just what rthey like !

The beginner, or at any rate the youthful beginner. is hardly
able {he writes] to collect according to any set method, and for
him the ideal form of collecting is no doubt that which he perforce
follows, namely, putting in his album those stamps which are
given to him by fricnds and the mixed contents of the penny,
shilling, or one poond packets, that are purchased by him or for
him. By this means he gets variety and a good assortment of
ancient and modern issucs.

This, [ think, is the ideal collection for a beginner.

When he tires of this olla podrida of stamps, he may find that
my ideal method is the one which will satisfy him.

Put briefly it is: simply collect those stamps which you like.
For example, my collection of Bavaria stops short at the stamps
of the first type.  Peru is represented by the first type and by the
current issuc.  Stamps of the Leeward Islands type will never be
found in my collection, though | live to the age of Methuselah and
become as rich as Cracsus.  On the other hand all issues of
U.S.A and all of France are represented. If the Hawaiian
« Missionary *” or Interisland stamps cost as many pence as they
do pounds [ would not buy them, but 1 would not willingly forego
the possession of isolated stamps of certain countries, while caring
nothing for the remainder.

By following this method one is never oppressed by the feeling
that one must buy stamps just because they have becn issued,
and it is a plan which should appeal to those who complain of the
constant ncw issues and feel like giving up collecting in con-
scquence.

Concurrently with this selected ** gencral ' collection, there
are the two or three countries in which | specialize to the best of
my ability.

To be as complcte as possible in onc or two countries, and to
collect what you like in the others—that is my notion of the idcal
form of collecting.

Further cxpressions of opinion will appear in the next
number of the ** Fortnightly ».

Philatelists who have not yct written us on this subject are

cordially invited still to do so.
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IRotes on Rew Issues
and Varicties.

The loan of specimens of newe stamps, and copies of offivial documents
relating therelo or to changes in the current issues, wwill be wmiuch
appreciated and duly acknorledged.

The numbher in parventhesis after the name of u country: is that of the issue of
the " SLCF." in sehich the lust reference to that ronntr was maue.

Bavaria (419).—Our opinion as to the method of pro.
duction of the new stainps was, it appears, fairly accurate.

According to the ** Munchener Neneste Nachrichten* thev
are photo-lithograpls, the designs on the stone heing etchal
in, somewhat similar to the recess-work on a copper-plate.
Naturally, the stones wear away more quickly than does
metal, and the designs have to be somnewhat frequently
renewed.

The designer of the stamps is Professor Fritz v, Kautbachs.
and they were produced by the firm of Oscar Counste in
sheets of yjoo—tonr panes of 100 each.

Bulgaria (319).—Irom Ipswich we have a revised list of
the pictures on the recently issued series, from which we
make the following corrections: 1 stot.. the fortress is situate
in the Rhodope Monntains; 15 stot., a view in the valley of
the River Iskar; 3o stot., interior of the Rilo Monastery;
and 2 leva, Monastery near Tirnovo.

The stamps were not only printed, but also designed and
engraved by the * Otficina Calcografica Italiana,” of Rome.

Cayman Islands (410).—" Ewens’ Weekly Stamp
News " chronicles the Three P’ence, on paper varying from
the normal lemon-yeilow : —

3d.. pale purple on chalk-surfaced brownish-yellow.
The recorded date of issne is prior to the middle of May.

French Colonies (415).—We have omitted to give the
quantities printed of the latest pictorial (?} set for Gaboon :
they are, according to ** Ewen's Weekly Stamp News™:

Tc , 156 400 35¢., 16.000)
2¢., 160,000 Jic., 16,600
dc., 150,000 45, 15,000

Sc., 330,000 SMic , 5.0
10c., 360,00 75¢., 7.MK)
20c., 7000 Fr.. $000
25¢., 70K 2fr., 7.060)
30¢., Hom Sfr., 4,500

Great Britain (4:61.—"Oswald Marsh's Weekly Circular™
adds another plate-number of the 1864 One Peuny, rose red.
to the list of imperforates,

1864. —1d rasc red, plate 150, fmperf.

German Colonies, &c. (4031.—Messrs. Whitfield King
& Co. have received the following on watermarked paper :—

China : 20¢. on 40pf., bluck and cirmine,

Eust Africa : 20 heller, black and orange on buff,

30 ., black und carmine.
Morocco, with new overprint of * Marokko "7 : 3¢, an 3pf,, brown.
Ip., 75¢c. on 3 marks. violet-black.
South West Africa - 20pf., ultramarine.

Greece (410).—We learn fiom Messrs. \Whitfield Kmng and
Co. that the first values of the new issue were put ou sale at
Athens on 28th March, and they seud ns the two stamps—

31., dark green.
251, ultramarine.

The detaiis given in onr number for z2oth August are, we
find quite correct as to size of sheets. method of printing, Xc.

It 1s somewhat of a surprise to find that perforation has
not heen adopted, the stamps being rounletted with zig-zag
cuts (ganging 131) which mnakes severance rather difficulit.

North Borneo (jog).—*[Ewen's Weekly Stamp News™
has a nseful note, that ** the whole of the current set of North

Borueo stamps, from 1c. to $10, is evenly perforated 14. but
the holes are rather sinaller than in the De La Rue perfora-
tion of the same gauge.”

Northern Nigeria (418).— Messrs. Whitfield King & Co,
inform us that they have received two more values in the
new colours,

25 6d., black and red on blue.
i0s. preen and red on green.

These are each printed in sheets of 6o from plate 1.

Norway (401).—The One and One-and.a-Half Krona are
now printed with solid background. Messrs. \Whitfield King
and Co. kindly send us copies.

With solid background.

1 kr.. green.
14 kr., blue.

Portuguese Colonies (467).—According to * I.’Echo
de la Tunbrologie,” the Congo provisionals, overprinted on
Angola stamps, were authorised by a decree of o6th
Decemmber, 1gto.  In addition to the three values we
chronicled, there is a fourth. the zireis, mentioned in the
decree. the quantities are : —

24 reis.. 2800 11 reis., 11,200
5 . 2,80 IS ,, 11,200

Tasmania (387).—The re-drawn Six Pence (Dilston Falis)
lias been shown us by our Ipswich friends; the chief differ.
ences are—Falls more shaded. no white on the sky, back.
ground not so heavily shaded, and not showing any solid
patches, ’

The watermark is Crown
perforation ganges 11} (full),

6d. lake, re-drawn,

over ontline * A" and the

The stamps are printed in sheets of sixty, the only marginal
mscription being two monograms on the right-hand side.

—- el G SO W— . .

Dirmingham Philatelic Gongress.

I He latest announcements on the subject of the forth
comiug  Philatelic Congress at Birminghamn  ar

appended. The Hon. Secrctary and Treasurer is Mr. G.

Jobnson, s.a., 308. Birchfield Road, Birminghamn :—

Since the last report donations have becn received from
Messrs. W. Darning Beckton (£1 1s) and V. F. James (10s.),
also a nice selection of stamps for auction from Mr. B. B.
Tilley.

Philatelic Societies in the British Isles who have not
already chosen their delegates are asked to kindly accept
this notice as a definite invitation to do su at the earhest
possible moment, the numbers to be chosen accordimg to the
tollowing scale :—

2 fur Sucieties of less than 100 members;
3 " " 200 ’"
4 " more than zoo v

All donatiens and stamps for auction should reach the Hon.
Secretary by Aprnil 25th,

The rates for advertisements in the Congress Programme—
pages 10 inches by 8 inches—will be (4 4s. a page tacing
reading matter, and {2z 2s. for pages not so facing. No
advertisement for less than a quarter page can be accepted.

RovaL SoCieTy's DELEGATES.

The delegates from the Royal Philatelic Society, elected
at the meeting held on March 17th, are Messrs. M. P. Castle
(Vice-President), L. L. R. Hausburg, R. B. Yardley, and
Baron Anthony de Worms.
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@The Btamps of ERinland :

ISSUE OF 188s.

By E. PHILPOT-CROWTHER.

(A Paper vead before the Dundee Philatelic Socictly, on
20th October, 1910).

(Concluded from page 27).

THE 25 PENNIA, ELUE {conlinued ).

There is also to be found on this stamp a white line across
the left-hand top value label running from the centre of the
figure “ 5" towards the letter * P,” and cutting the central
coloured line. On this stamp is also another fanit or
retouch ; the top right-hand corner of coloured lines has two
poiuts instead of one. T'hese always occur on the ** Rennia ”
stamp. It seems to be a rare error,and after an examination
of about 30,000 stamps of the 25 Peunia value, I find the
occurrence average one in every r1,200. [t is officially
catalogued by the Helsinfors Philatelic Society. [ have found
it in a pair s¢ tenant with a normal stamp, but never yet in a
block of four or a vertical strip.

The second interesting error, which be called =«

may
“major " oneis that in which the ** N " in the word * I’enni
shows a white circular addition alinost changing into the letter

“ F.' Thisis a constant error, and occurs on an average
once in every four hondred copies examined.

Another interesting  major ™ errvor s that in which a white
spot occurs between Lhe letters “S ™ and “ U " ol the word
* Suomi " this is also a constant error, and averages one in
every thousand impressions examined.

A “minor " error is that which may be called the *long N.”
The second *“ N in the word ** Penni ™ is to be frequently
found with the down stroke prolonged until it touches the
white line defining the coloured band.

Another * minor ™ but very scarce error is that which may
be called the ** cut corner.” lmpressions can be found that
seem to have been taken from a block in which the top right-
hand corner has been cut away to form a straight side from
the letter S of the word * Suomi™ to the ornamental
triangle in the corner. Tt is very pronounced hut rare, and I
have only seen three perfect copies showing this error.

Tmpressions in this value may be found in which the Lion
is overprinted in colour, in some cases giving the cffect of a
fine shade, in others alinost obliterating the Lion. As these
occur constantly, they may be taken as a gennine plate.eiror
caused by wear of the plate and insufficient retouching.

The stamps of this value in this issue show the most
inexplicable additions to the design that I have ever yet et
with. Tmpressions may be found at the top right-hand
corner of which is a circular coloured line, added on to the
exlreme point of the ornamental coloured triangle projecting

from the circular value label. The coloured line is quite
distinct but very fine, and generally has a short straight line
projecting from it at right angies at each side. 1 have found

at least ten impressions showing this addition, and possess
one copy in a horizontal strip of three. At the time of writing
I have been unable to elucidate the cause or reason for this
addition to the design.

The stamps of tlns value can also be found with the so-
called Separation Lines, but they are very much more
difficult to find and also much rarer. Stamps can be found
with one or two separation lines on both sides. They can
also he found with separation lines at the top and the bottom,
but are very seldom met with, and 1 consider them to be
extremely rare.

There are many minor and minute errors and variations to
he found in stamps of this value, but they are not sufficiently
interesting to discuss in this paper.

This stamp can be found with double perforations at top,
bottom or sides. It is reported to exist imperforate on one
side only.

There is no record of this stainp existing téte-béche.

It is reported that impressions of this stamp are found on
vertically laid paper, but I have never been able to verify this.

CANCELLATIONS.

The stamps of this issue show a wonderful range and
variety of canceliation marks, soine of which are extremely
rare and interesting. Probably the rarest is an eight-pointed
star composed of eight symmetrical lozenge.shaped segments.
I have found only one copy of this in 8o.000 of this issue.

Another interesting cancellation is the six-pointed star,
which is usually found in blue varying from deep to pale. It
is generally to be found on the 5, 10 and z5 Penni stamps. 1
have never seen it oun the 20 Penni.

The earliest common cancellation of these stamps i1s a
small single-lined circle, contaimng the name of the town,
together with day, month and year in figures. This cancella.-
tion can be found in many colours, in blue of varying shades
and density, in green, in purple, in violet and in marone.

A similar cancellation can be found in black, in which the
town's name is included, the date being written in with ink.
These are comparatively rare.

The next cancellation, which came into general use about
two years later, was that in which a larger double.lined citcle
was used with the town's name between the inner and outer
lines and the date in the centre. Thisis also found occasion-
ally in shades of blue, green, viviet, and marone. A later
cancellation which came into general use in 18587 to 188g was
a still larger double-lined circle with two straight lines cross-
ing the centre, hetween which is found the date, while the
town's name is generally printed in Russian in one half of the
cancellation and 1in Finnish en the other half.

These cancellations can be found in several colours. One
of the rare cancellations to be fonnd on the stamps of this
issue is a small oblong obliteration on all the lower values of
this issue, but it is very rarely met with in colours, and then
only in blue or green.

A circular grid cancellation, composed of coloured or black
s¢guares intersected by broad white lines, was used in the
rural districts.  This cancellation varies very muoch in the
size of the coloured squares, and is to be found in blue,
marone, and violet as well as black.

Another cancellation that is occasionally to be found on
the stamps of this issue 1s that which may bhe called a
“ wheel " cancellation, 11 which a number of coloured or black
segments are arranged to form a sort of wheel.

Another cancellation only met with on the stamps of this
issue is one in which there are several straight lines, placed
together in pairs at right angles to form a sort of cress. In
the zo Penni vaines 1 have heen able to inake up a complete
set of what I call a numbered cancellatiun. This is a very
curions cancellation, generally printed in black upon the
stamps, and seems to have been used in the remote rural
districts where they had no Post Offices, but apparently had
a sort of pust-cart collection. On the cancellation generally
appears the words * Expedition Finska ™ between the two
circular lines defining the cancellation, and iminediately
above the date the number is found, such as No. 1, No. 4, etc.
I have been able to trace 12 numbers in this cancellation,
and they nearly always occur on the 20 Penni stamp.
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ONE PENNY

Philatelists of To~Day.

XXXVI,—MR. J. IRELAND.

,\.\ﬂ).\'(; our fellow philatelists at Drighton there is | literatunst have

already tprured in our gallery of

none more earnest or more enthusiastic than | “ Philatehsts of To-Dayv.”  Formerly held at the Royal
Mr. J. Ireland, the popular Hon, Secretary of the locul | Hotel, the pleasant and usetul gathermgs of the Bryghton

branch of the Jumor Philatelic Society.

Druring the years of his associ-
ation with the J.P.S. secretary-
ship in the  Queen of Watering
Places,” Mr. Ireland has worked
hard, and with conspicuous and
wratifving success to keep the
Brighton branch of the * Juniors ™
virile and efficient. In the past
the philatelists of DBrighton and
Hove were not specially remark-
able for organised philatelic effort
—a state of atlairs largely due to
the fact that the philatelic com-
munity in anv fashionable health
resort is apt to be made up very
largely of people whoare only
residence at certain  seasons of
the year. T'hat, however, has all
been changed so far as DBrighton
is concerned.  The philatelists of
the twin towns of Brighton and
Hove—that description, we hope,
will be acceptable to all '—are M. ). TRELASD.

: Hon. Secrotury of the Brighton Branch of
now a compact and well organised tie Jorior Philatetic Society.
band of serious hobbyists, whose :
rallying ground is the meeting
room of the Bnighton J.P.5S.

e . .. - g
Juniors™ are now held at the Creamery Tea Rooms,

Western Road, Hove,

Mr breland himself we may des-
cribe as one of the apostles of sime-
phfication in philitehe methods.
\While fullv appreciating the goad
work done by speculistsandimdeed,
advocating specialisn forthose who
are hitted Tor g, he s apsunst any
unnecessars  cliboration of - the
hobby. Inthe letter he contnibutes
1o our debite on U The Tdead Form
of Colleeting,” which s published
in this number of the Forfuightly,
he practically suppests that ane
shotthd serve an apprenticeship of
ten vears in general  collecting
bhefore embarking upon the less
navigable waters of specinhsm. It
1< unnecessary to sav here that Mr,
Ireland s one of the voung men of
our hobby, 1is picture shows that,
Youny though he s he has already
accomphished much useful waork,
not only as Haon. Sceretary of the
Brighton juniors, butalsoas o con-
tributor to the philaiche magazines
on a variety of subjects, and i

A great deal of the credit for this revolution is due to | the shape of short papers and displays at the Brighton

Mr. Ireland and to his more active colleagues, two of | J.P.5S. mectings.
whom—D>Mr. W, Mead, the genial and popular chairman

of the “Branch,” and Mr. Herbert Clark, the philatelic | Ournext* Philatelist of To-Day ™ will be Mr. Leicester A. B, Paine.
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What is the Ideal Eorm of Btamp Eollecting?

FURTHER INTERESTING CONTRIBUTIONS

TO OUR SYMPOSIUM.

We now publishi further views and opinions contributed by our readers on the gquestion. **\What is the ldeal

Form of Collecting ? ™
they will!

MR, WALTER WILSON SAYS “ENTIRES.”

One of our foremost collectors of * Lntires,” Mr, Walter T,
Wilson, of Leeds, expresses himself with great directness:—

The extreme futility of the General Collector's attempt to
collect the whole range of adhesives, even if he has the wealth of
Crazsus and the service of Solomon, is hardly more absurd than
the cramped and usceless stupidity of the extreme Specialist, who
gloats, with indecornus avidity, over a rare impression from o
broken die, which is probably in sober reality, but the result of o
stray hair from the feeder’s beard !

No! Collectors must hang on to their sanity at whatever cost,
and the plain straightforward way, if one must colicet stamps, is
to have a general collection strictly limited, either to a period, or
up to a given face value.

But why collect stamps at all 7 As you, my dear Mr. Bishop,
know perfectly well T exchanged into Entires some fifteen years
agro, with great advantage to my peace of mind, and still greater
advantage to my philatelic position. Forwhilst my stamp coliee-
tion would have been simply nowhere amongst the tine ad costly
collections of to-day, my collection of Post Cards and  Letter
Cards is gquite a decent one. In fact 1 have moved, ax one may
say, from the crowd at the back of the Pit, to the comparative
comfort of the Orchestra Stalls. 1 have now no uncasiness
about forgeries or reprints or fakes, because o my line there are
none. ,\'ly expenses of collecting are very small, as, though my
collection lacks anly what is comparatively rare. | often pick up
my wants for o few pence. 1 wonder what adhesive collectors
would think if they had the chance (as | frequently have in Cards)
of baying issues which have been obsolete fifty years, at about
face value !  And face value, you kv, is seldom more than 3d.
So that Entires collectors are all genereal collectors.

Of coures the old difticultios of storage hive disappeared Tong
ago. Now, with cond index systems as a0 pattern, we have o
dozen methods, My own method, recently adopted, is vertical
filing of sheets continning about ten or twelve cards well displayed.
If any of your readers are anterested i this 1 oshall be glad to
explain in greater detwl, We have alse two pood Catalagues.
Bright's and Senf, and an Exchange Club, and there is even talk
now of a Socicty for Entires Collectors,

A BREEZY LETTER FROM BRIGHTON.

Mr. J. lreland, of Brighton, offers the following views: —

As I have never come across anybody who agrees with me on
this subject The writes], | do not know that my opinion is of
much importance.

However. heee it is Tor what it may be worth :

Run a general collection for ten years, paying special attention
to condition and intelligent arcangement, but keeping simply to
design, volue, and colour —not shades—and o face value himit
(Hve-shillings will be ample where stamps are available for postage
and revenne purposes). Do pot attempt surcharges or postal
fiscils,  If Postage-dues and Ofticials come your way, have o
special album for them, but as postage stinnps are more worthy
than cither of these, don’t worry about them unduly.,

When yau have been collecting for the period 1 have mentioned
you will be in a position to sce that many ** unpopular ™ countries
arc only unpopulbar because certain countries being in fashion the
others get overlooked.  There are as good Hsh in the sea as ever
came out of it,

If you have an opportunity to buy a parcel of stamps of one
country, or better stll anc isswe. take it and start your specializ-
ing on indepondent lines, | would suggest something of this sort
in the case of spectabizing one issne. Go through your specimens
and sclect o master set. Arrange these one stamp to a page (the
top). Then start a row for shades, another for types of post-

Other interesting letters are held over for our next number.
who could write entertainingly and instructively on this subject if they would Le kind enough to do so.

There are still many of our readers
And we hope

marks, another for dated postmarks, etc.  (In my opinion post-
marks are a most interesting study.)  Having your stamps
arranged in this way you can immediately sce if you have any
interesting looking varicty that comes along, and at the same time
your collection is of interest to others as well as yourself.

This, Mr. Editor, is my opinion on the subject.  Everybody
appuars to collect in a different way, and fur too many for what
their stamps are worth rather than the interest attaching to them,
Still, as Mr. Wedmore says, let everyone collect what he likes ;
though [ think it would broaden the minds of some collectors if
they collected what they did not like, for a change--¢ven Mr.
Wedmore's pet aversion, Leeward Islands !

A CHAMPION OF THE CISTAFILE.

- Mr. Vivian Miles, r.r.p.s.L., of Swindon, contributes the
tollowing views to the debate:—

My ideas on the subject are as follows 1 —

Firstly —Usc a Cistatile in preference to any Album.

Sceondly — By all means form a gencral collection {as a founda-
tion at any rate), then specialize a httle, of desirable,

Thirdly—Used or Unused? 1 say colleet both, but | give a
strong prefercnce to unused, my collection containing quite S
per cent. in femint T condition.

Fourthly—Officiat and Postage Due stamps are, 1 consider,
quite collectible.  The latter stamps pay postage, but do not pre-
payvoat,

Lastly —-Condition. A collector ought not to buy a used or
unused stamp unless it is in perfect condition.  Philatelists should
remember that it is much casier to buy a damaged stamp than to
sell it.

DON'T SIGH FOR “UNATTAINARBILES.”

Mr. H. AL Spowant, of Folkestoue, writes as follows 1—

My ideal Form of collecting is

Ist A gencral colfection, including anything that interests yvou
and nothing that does not.

2nd—Moderately specialized collections of favourite countrics,
paying particularattention to shadesand addimg wherever possible,
uscd blocks and pairs which | think are often. even in the case of
the commoncest stamps, of the greatest interest.

3rd—Don’t worry over specimens that are beyond your purse.
As soon as you have got as far as you are likely to get with one
country start on another favourite.

A collection formed in this way will be representative of the
postage stamps of your favourite countries, at a minimun cost,

I feel sure many collectors are deterred  from specializing in
many interesting countries because they know they will not be able
to complete them. et them give up all hope, 1 say, of obtaining
the *unattainables,” and f they do have the luck to get them—
why, then their pleasure will be all the greater !

THE IDEAL COLILECTOR.

Mr. T. Fred Marriner, who is Hon. Secretary of the
Carlisle Philatelic Society, has slightly misnuderstood our
question, as his letter will show :—

You ask, ** What is your ideal of a Stamp Collector? **

My ideal is the collector who collects what he thinks fit; who
is not bound down by cither the catalogue or the opmions of
fcllow collectors;  who studies what he collects and does not
morely accumulate i who is both able and willing to make the
results of such study interesting to fellow collectors ; and who is,
at the same time, willing to be intercested in the results of the
efforts of others; who is ever ready to lend a helping hand to the
beginner in the hobby ; and who prefers rather to talk about,
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and show those treasures he has, however few and simple they
may be, than to tell of those he might have had or did have in
somce dim, distant past.

Such is my ideal of a collector, and the life and work of such a
one cannot help but benetit philately.

What we asked for was a definition of the ideal form of
collecting, and not the Ideal Collector. Mr. Marriner,
however, has most interestingly summed up the tvpe of the
truly ideal philatelist, and this, one is proud to admit, is an
ideal that has been realised in the persons of many who are
living among us to-day.

SPECIALISE YOUR OWN COUXNTRY'!

Here is a most interesting letter from a lifelong philatelist,
Mr. Henry J. Chapman, of Whitstable-on-Sea:—

I have been collecting for over 48 years. 1 began as a general
collector, and have developed into a British Specialist.

Onc of the items that go toward muaking vp the ideal form of
collecting | believe consist in specializing in the stamps of one’s
own country, and the Britisher has a more interestig and
favourable ficld thun the philatelist of any other country, bar
none. Heis almost entirely free from the dangers of forgery.
no unnecessary or speculative issucs, a constant and steady rise
in the value of his collection, while from the point of view of
study, not too casy, not to difficult, our country stands unrivalled,
and of entrancing interest.

Another necessary item is ‘‘thoroughness.”  One of the
principal causes of disappointment to collectors and ultimate loss
of interest in our hobby i1s due to attempting too much.  Large
and important countries, philatelically speaking, require much
time, if the collector is to build up his collection wisely and well,
and unless onc has a considerable amount of cash, and leisure
time, one such country is sufficient. especially if ot s well
cowritten up,” and a collection loses much of its attractiveness if
it is not so written up.

Let the collector throw all his encrgy into the building up of
the one country he may, after careful consideration, decide to
collect, and having once put his hand to the plough. let there be
no turning back.

L.et no damaged specimens be accepted at any price, they are
always eye-sores  Let each stamp have on its mount (1) From
whom obtained ; (2) Date of purchase; (3) Price.  The latter
preferably by a private mark known only to its owner. Let o
list be kept of all stamps in the collection, and the approximate
value determined cach time a new Gibbons, or other catalogue the
owner may use, appears,

The above mcentioned list, f entered in a book of suitable size
and binding to be carried in the breast pucket of one’s coat, is
very useful for reference when one is away from home, and may
have an opportunity of acquiring specimens, but which are not
required in duplicate,

Watch the pages of the S.C.FF. and other prominent magazines
for bargains, items of intelligence for use when writing up one’s
collection, etc., etc. Commence with the best album (loose leaf
of course) that can possibly be afforded. This outlay is never
regretted afterwards.

If the *‘one country system' above mentioned is adopted,
then | say specialize to your heart's content! Collect every
variety of that country you can get hold of, major or minor. Do
it heartily and thoroughly. If it is done in this way I feel certain
that vour collection will be a never ending source of pleasure and
unfading interest, and this (i.e., continuous pleasure and interest)
is THE idcal form of collecting. for when all is said that can be
said, What is a hobby for?

Lastly, if unused stamps be collected let them be ¢ mint.”" If
uscd specimens, let them be well centred, lightly postmarked,
and, of course, undamaged. Thus, at some future date, when
the collection goes the way of all collections, there will be no
regret for wasted capital, but rather a substantial balance over
the amount expendcd, and very probably a desire, soon after-
wards to start another collection.

I was just about to conclude by saying, avoid the ** new issue ™
crazc, but on second thoughts I won't,

May this most delightful of hobbics bring to all readers of the
** §.C.F.” the pleasure it has brought to me!

SUCCESS THE ONLY IDEAL.

Mr. H. F. K. Rickardo is brief but emphatic:—

Get ‘* a better lot than the other fellows.”" That’s a very wide-
spread ideal, and. | think, a good one, too! The spirit of friendly
rivalry, the desire to attain distinction among one’s fellow
collectors —these are factors that make for good, sound philately

JYew Philatelic Publications.

Les Timbres de Hambourg.—By Gearges Brunel.  Published by
Charles Mendel, 118 bis, Rue d' Assas, Paris, 1970. Price
fr. 1.50

It is only very recently that I have had leisure to peruse
this work, which has for some time been awaiting the attention
which it certainly merits.

The stamps of this Free Town have always been favourites
with philatelists, and the favour with which they are regarded
lias doubtless been much increased, by the fact that a very
considerable amount of knowiedge is required to enable the
collector to steer clear of the many dangerous forgeries and
repnints.

M. Brunel's latest work, after some interesting notes on
*i.a Hanse™ and the origin of the now large City of
Hamburg, gives a full and concise history of the various
issues, the reprints and some forgeries, with clear descriptions
and enlarged iliustrations of the numerous tests which it is
desirable to have for each of the values, so that the original
stamps may easily be recognised, to the avoidance of
phulatelic pitfalis.

The work of 43 pages is lavishly illustrated, and can be
obtained at the ofhce of * Le Timbre-Poste,” Le Raincy, near
Paris.

Bartels’ Catalogue and Refevence List of the United States Stamped
Envelopes. By Victor M. Berthold.  Published by J. M,
Bartels Co., New York City, Jan., 1911,

The scope of this work 1s more fully expressed on its title-
page, from which the student can see that all the postal
stationery of the United States, as well as that of the Philip.
pines, Porto Rico, and Cuba (since they come vuder the pro-
tection of the United States), is fully dealt witls.

No less than 75 pages, ont of a total of 200, consist of 1llus-
trations of the various ** knives " existing in the issues of
entire envelopes; and all but the most enthusiastic must be
somewhat appalled at the idea of collecting all the varieties
listed : these, hawever, have all been officially issued, and are
worthy of the full and scientific description they have recewved.

Mr. Berthold is to be congratulated on the success of his
labours, which have given to Philately such an excellent buok
of reference: he has, of course, consulted all previous articles
on the subject, but a great deal of the work, especially on the
1903 and subsequent issnes, is entirely fresh.

The volume, excellently got up, coutains, as a frontispiece,
a portrait of Mr. G. H. Worthington, ** the premier United
States envelope-collector of America.”

AB.C.
S ——————————

Philately in Sweden.

tocinG from the lengthy list of its members, the Swedish
Philatelic Society is in a most flourishing condition.
© The Headquarters of the Society are at Stockholm and
there are five local sections and several representative
branches abroad.

It is evidence of the cnthusiasm with which stamp-
collecting is pursued by our Swedish friends that the full list
of mewmbers, belonging directly to, or affiliated with, the
Sveriges Filatelist-Forening,is considerably over one thonsand.

e — — ———-

JIr. Trankh JJelland's Lecture.

’]'nosz who turned np at the Caxton Hall, on the evening
of- the 12th inst., spent a most enjoyable two hours.

Mr. Melland's lecture on his bicycle ride from Rbodesia to
the Soudan, though not philatelic, was extremely interesting,
and was wel ilinstrated by a wonderfully long series of
excellent photographs.

At the conclusion of the lecture a hearty vote of thanks to
Mr. Melland was proposed, seconded, warmly supported and
carried with acclamation.
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The next “ Fortnightly ' will be a larger number,
and will have a wider circulation than usual. The advertiser
with Coronation bargains to offer should mmake a note of this,

The Birmingham Congress draws nearer. \Ve
hope to devote special attention to the snbject in our next
nmber.  We also have in preparation for our next issue a
special article on * Penny Blacks,” with some striking
illustrations.

Death has robbed us of another good philatelist
in the person of Mr. B. W, Warhurst, an expert on * Lntires,”
and arecognised authority on the question of Colour.  Anami-
able, generous soul was *“ B.\W.W.,"" ever ready with help or
advice, though his own life, especially during recent years, was
one of pain and sorrow. A veteran philatehst, who for years
was compelled to live the narrow life of an invalid, his
experience was a remarkable evidence of the value of an
all-absorbing hobby to the man who lives the otherwise
joyless life of one whose existence is cribbed, cabined and
confined by an incurable infienuty.  Collectors of ** Lnlires ™
will mourn the loss of one of the * Old Guard” of that
department of Philately, and we shall all miss the cheery
and well.informed contributions of * B.AWW.\W.”" to the phila-
telic Press. 1t i1s only quite recently that Messrs. Stanley
Gibbons, l.imited, have prodnced a revised edition of the
deceased gentleman’s ** Dictionary of Colour "—the only
serious attempt at a comprehensive study of this subject
represented on the philatelist’s hookshelf.

Philately in the Schools is 2 subject upon which
Mr. Leonard S. Goldsmith writes interestingly in a recent
number of the * Teachers' Aid.” ‘The article embodies useful
hints for those in the scholastic profession whoarc able torecog-
nise the merits of Philately as an educational medium. Now
that Council Schools in London and elsewhere are beginning to
grant the postage stamp a definite place in the scheme of
education, such papers as Mr, Goldsmith is contributing to
the scholastic journals cannot fail to help forward the good
work. The time is surely coming when * Postage Stamps”
will be universally recognised as a school subject.

- » + > oy e -
Soming c?,vencs mn rdtatedy.

SOCIETIES' MEETINGS,
May gth.—Birmingham Philatelic Society, at 308, Birchfield
** Ten Minutes with Interesting Stamps ™', Members.

May jth.—North London Philatelic Society, at 7, Canoubury Square.
London, N.: Informal Meeling.

May jth.—North of England Philatelic Society, in the Y.M.C.A. Rooms,
Blackett St., Newcastle: *' Great Britain*' (surface-printed), J. J.
Knowles, Wednesbury.

May 6th.—Scottish  Philatelic Society (Junior Branch), in Dowell's
tooms, 18, George Strect, FEdinburgh: ' Flection of Office-bearers
for 19t1-12; Competition Night: ** Argentine Republic”, with
Display, }. A. Hamilton. *

May 8th.— Liverpool Philatelic Saciety, at St. George's Restaurant,
5, Redcross Street, | ** Suggestions for Next Year's Programme ™,
Discussion ; ** Straits Settlements ', Display.

May 8th.—Sonth FEssex Philatelic Society : " Gambia™ and ** Switzer-
land ™, with Display, R. H. Clarke: * Portraits as Depicted on
Postage Stamps ™, with Display. A. H. Clark.

May gth.—Isle of Thanet Philatelic Society : ** Papua’’, A. Ashby; '* St
Helena ™', H. . Harland.

May gth.-—Leeds Philatelic Society, at the Y.M.C.A., Albion Place:
Annual Meeting.

May 1oth.—City of .ondon Philatelic Society : Annual General Meeting.

May rith.—International Philatelic Union; Annual General Meeting :
Displays of 12 stamps with Notes by Members.

May 11th. =Junior Philatelic Society {Brighton Branch). at The Express
Creamery, 200, \WWestern Road : ' Philatelic ", S. R. Turner.

toad :

AUCTION SALES.

May 1st.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69, Fleet Street, 1.C.

May 2nd and 3rd.—Messrs, Glendining & Co., at 7, Argyll Streei,
Regent Street, W,

May jth.—Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 63/64, Chancery Lane, \W.C,

May jth.—DMessrs. tlarmer, Rooke & Co., at 0y, Fleet Street, 1-.C.

May gth and ioth.—Messrs.
Square, London, W.C.

May tith and 12th. — Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 63/64, Chancery
l.ane, W.C.

May 1sth to zoth.—A Superb Collection of Postage Stamps, at the
Hotel Drouot, 9, Rue Drouot, Paris (itoom No. 12).  Auctioneer :
Me. Henri Gabriel, 12, Rue Hypolite l.ebas, Paris, Expert
Mons. Jules Bernichon, j, Rue Rochambeau, Paris.

May 18th and 19th.—Messrs, Ventom, Bull & Cooper, at the Loudoun
Hotel, Surrey Street, Strand, london, W.C.

Puttick & Simpson, at 47, Leicester

T he Stamp JTarhee.
By Sexnekx,

JossibLy an increasing trade in stamps has been experi-
enced during the present season all along the line.
Anyway, one hears very little grumbling. and sweet content
seemns to pervade the atmosphere ot the philaiclic market.,
Now that Easter has passed there may be some slight
decrease in sales, which will afford the necessary leisure for
looking round and looking ahead, calculating what is going
to happen, and making plans for the future. * Carpe diem ™
is a good motto, and on the issue of these meditations may
depend the successful trading of the future. Plans have to
be made whereby the scarcer sorts of stamps have to be
secured in sufficient quantity 1o meet the demands for these
elusive kinds; rising figures have to be forecasted and pur-
chases made while prices are moderate or while opportunity
allows. And so on. This paragraph does not pretend to
teach a man the business which he already knows.

Quite possibly some beginner is saving up iu order to
possess himselt of a triangular Cape, a stamp which is to
him an acknowledged gem, and which sooner or later will
have to be acquired; also on much the same footing, as
regards the acquisition of it. there possibly stands the penny
black British. These, and similar stamps, are sure to be
enquired for at some time or other.

Austrian Crete and Levant, Jubilee issues, seem more
plentiful by this time, and should be in some demand ; on a
sheet they compel attention. The new pictorial Bulgaria
will also be waunted. Many collectors are possibly stll
wanting some of the middle values of the Bosnia pictorials,
one or two items of which experience proves to be more or
less elusive.
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Rotes on Bew Issues
and Varieties.

The loar of specimens of newe stamps, and copies of official documents
relating thereto or to changes in the curvent rssues. witl be much
appreciated and duly ucknorvledged.

The number in parenthesis after the name of « country is that of the issue of
the ** S.C.F." in which the last reference to that country was madte.

Argentina (419). — From Mr. A. H. Davis, of Buenos
Aires, we learn definitely that the ** Sarmiento ™ commemo-
rative label was to be on sale for one day only—and one day
too much.

‘T'he same correspondent kindly inforins us, under date of
the z4th March, that there is a projected new issne of
Argeutine stamps, of the design of which he euncloses an
iliustration : it is to be identical for ali the values. The
speciinen has been engraved on steel by the American Bauk
Note Company ot New York, from the origmal by Senor
Jorge M. Lubary, an Argeutine. This design, we are told. is
inspired by **La Semeuse " of Roty. It appears that the
whole series of 17 values will appear simultancousiy.  Thuose
of 5¢. and 1zc. will be engraved on steel in the United States
and the remaining 15 values will be manufactured in Buenos
Aires by the Casa de Moneda (nint and Government
printing office),

Mr. Davis encloses a cutting frotn alocal newspaper, which
has an enlarged illustration, unfortunately somewhat in.
distinct, of the new design.

So far as we can decipher it, the design represents a three-
quarter back view of a working-man, who. cap in hand, is
gazing at the sun rising in splendonr, doubtless for the
specific purpose of assisting him in his daily task, and is
wasting his employer’s time in day-dreams of what the future
holds for himself.

“REPUBIICA ARGENTINA" appears on the label at
the bottomn of the stamp, and there is a small tablet just
above the end of this label for reception of the valne.

Costa Rica (336).—Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. write
us that the stock of the Two Centavos stamps of the current
issue having become exhausted, recourse has been had to
overprinting the year * 1911 " on same value stamps of the
1907 issue, of which there was a remainder stock on hand.

Querprinted 1911,
Two Centavos, black and yellow-green (1907 type).

The overprint on the copy sent ns shows the date above
the head, and with two asterisks on each side.

Honduras (416).—\We have already chronicled the Five
Centavos, red, of the temporanly permanent issue, and
Messrs. Wihitfield King & Co. now mform us that they have
received the further following values :—

10¢., blue.

20¢., yellow.

S0c., brown.
1p., olive.

le., violet.
2c¢., green,
6¢., blue.

North Borneo (420).—Having just issued the $5 and $10
overprinted ** British Prutectorate ""—somewhat unnecessarily
it would seein, hut then the sale of a gnantity of stainps at
10s. 6d. and 21s. respectively spells *“INCOME"!—the
powers that be have treated philatelists to a full set of new
stamps, of the design of which the formerly overprinted
words form a part.

Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. send us a set—so far as
at present received—of these labels; they are as usnal
printed direct from line-engraved plates, by Messrs.
Waterlow & Sons, L.td.,, London, whose imprint appears
below each stamp.

25¢., pale green and black.

20c., blue and black,

81., brown and black.

$2. purple and black.
$5, lake and black.
$10, vermilion and black.

Papua (413).—The first stamps of the unicoloured series
were 1ssned it Port Moresby on the 6th February—the Half.
penny, One Penny and Two Pence.  The word »* PAPUA "
is of the large type. the perforation is 124, and the watermark
15 sideways.
~ M. Courtenay Smith. of Sydney, to whom we are indebted
tor the above, adds : ** The printing is coarse and the colours
arte poor.  As a sampie of labour Govermment work, it
augurs ill for the impending Commonwealth 1ssue, which 1
}{rqp{l\es_\- will compare unfavourably with our current

Portuguese Colonies (420). — From Messrs. Whitfeld
King & Co., we learn that all the Postage Due stamps of the
Azores have been overprinted “ REPUBLICA.” on the Ifty
Reis in green, and on the other values in red.

Postage Dues, overprinted » REPUBLICA **.

1 reis, brown 30 ., green.
10 . orange. 40, decep lilac.
20 ., dull mauve. S0 ., carmince.

100 reis, blue.
Messrs., Lewis May X Co., kindly inform us that they
have received the Fifty Reis, Mozambiyue, overprinted
“REPUBLICA ™ in green reading downwards.

Overprinted *REPUBLICA .
50 reis, brown.

* Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News™ of the 25th March, on
the authority of ** Merry Forest ™ announces that ** According
10 a regulation dated January 21st, pubhshed in the Govern-
ment newspaper No. 19, of January z4th, the Meozamibigue
Company is authorised to overprint any postage and dne
stamps, postcards and envelopes of the 1ssues of May 14th,
April ist, and May 17th, 1907, which mav be discovered m
Africa. Thus there will be a local and a Lishon series.”

Messrs, Whitfield King & Co.. kindly send us a long set of
Portuguese Dudie overprinted @ REPUBLICA," in green on
the une Tanga, and in red un the other values.

Overprinted * REPUBLICA .

I real, drab.
14 rais, slate.

I tanga, carmine.
2 tangas, brown.

2, orunge. 4 " blue en biue,

24 .. chestnut, 5 . brown on straw.
3 ., dull blue. ] purple on pink.
44 .. pale green. 12 " green.

6, preen. I rupee, dull blue on straw,

g, grey-hilac, 2 rupees, grey-black on straw.

“Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News.” of the z5th March, also
states, again on the anthonty of * Merry Forest,” = According
to a Decree of December Sth last, published in the Govern-
ment newspaper ot December gth, the Nyassa Company is
allowed to bring into use postage stamps of the new design
Rs, 2} to 500, ofticially accepted as long ago as May 11th,
1910, on condition that the word * Republica ' is printed in
red.  The use of these stamps will last from March 1st, 1911,
to April 3oth, when they will be demonetised.”

*Lwen’s Weckly Stamp News,” of the 15th April, reports
under Portuguesse 'sic] Nvassa, that i looking over our
stock of the late issne, we find an error of the 25 reis over-
printed * Provisorio,’ with a distinct inverted A nstead of V.”

Sierra Leone (331).—" Lwen's Weekly Stamp News"
states that, possibly owing to the climate, stamps printed on
chalk.-surfaced paper refuse to answer to the coin test.

Switzerland (410l.—* Ewen's Weekly Stamp News"
states that a IFive Francs stamp may be issued here, and the
authorities have already tentatively chosen the design, repre-
senting the Monument of the three Swiss that Vibert s
creating for the staircase at the House of Parliament, Berne.

Turkey (y14).—There is to be a special issue of stamps,
dated **1327", in connection with the Sultan's visit to
Salunica, and Albania.

There are eight values—2, 5, 10, and 20 paras, and 1, 2,
24, and 5 piastres, the aggregate supply of which is limited
to 500,000.
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Great Britain:
Jfer &oliege and Private Posts.

By FrREp W. Epwarbs.

: l' HE long and honourable record of the Post Office of Great
Britain, regarding its postal issues, the absence of com-
mewmorative, provisional, and speculative stamps, and the
almost total lack of opportunity for a system of private local
posts, such as once Hourished in Germany, Scandinavia,
U.S.A,, etc., were the substantial advantages which accrued
from the early establishment of a Government postal mon-
opoly in Great Britain, under proper Parliamentary control.
But, like most monopolies, the Government postal monopoly
established in our realm was not altogether an unmixed
blessing; and as was the case with many other private posts
the whole world over, the College posts of Oxford and Cam-
bridge, and even the oft despised Circular Delivery, fulfilled a
useful and meritorious fuuction in pioneering postal reforms,
even though their remedy was often worse than the * disease,”
because the inspiring motive for the establishment of nost
private posts was more often a love of lucre than a righteous
zeal for reform.

However, fortunately for philatelists, the good that the
British private posts did in forcibly directing the attention
of the Post Office to the shortcomings of our postal system,
was not allowed to be utterly spoiled by the evil arising from
the issue of myriads of private local stainps; this happy state
of affairs resulting from the prompt suppression of the private
posts, and the simultaneous iinprovement of the Govermnent
postal service whose monopoly had been infringed by illegal
competition.

The two particnlar periods in the postal history of Great
Britain, when the Government monopoly was thus infringed,
were too short to permit the enterprising private postal
* reformers "’ of our realm to rival the reinarkable, but
regrettable, records of many Continental private posts.
Hence, an elementary review of the stamps of the British
College and Circular Delivery Posts, as this paper purports
to be, need only be *short and sweet,” like the proverbial
asinine quadruped’s progress; and, in its limited scope, our
paper possesses a further attribute, analogous to that par.
ticular animal's motion, inasmnch as both suggest possibilties
for further progress, even though it be in directions the
diverse from the paths of * rectitude " and * righteousness "’ !

This “surplus™ space we hope to profitably utilise in
briefly reviewing the *“advertiscinent™ labels, municipal
fiscals, newspaper franks, and the Railway, Telegraph, and
Telephone Companies’ Stamps of Great Britain.

Tae CoLrLecGeE Posts oF Oxrornp annp CAMBRIDGE.

Forty years ago, what might euphemistically be termed the
postal *facilities”™ of Oxford and Cambridge, were so
inadequate as to be utterly unworthy of these ancient and
famous seats of learning; but the enterprising and progres.
sive University students solved the postal problem by
establishing a series of College posts for the exclusive use of
their own nembers.

Previous to the issuing of College stamps, iembers’ letters
were delivered by messengers to addresses within a limited
radius, and the postage was charged to the sender's account;
but the necessary book-keeping involved by this system
proving irksome, the issue and use of stamps for prepaymnent
of postage was adopted in Keble College, Oxford, in the
autumn term of 1871, and other colleges followed suit.

The Arms of the College formed the central feature of the
designs of these stamps; the inscription being generally
limited to the name of the College, there being (except in
one case) no indication of face value.

Neither the mysterious green ** British-American College
Stamp,” bearing the profile of (Jueen Victoria, nor the
*0.U.S.” (Oxford Union Society) overprint from 1857-1882,
sometimes seea on the old * penny reds,” comes within the

scope of the subjoined table of the College stamps of Oxford
and Cambridge. ) .

All the Colleges in our list issued adhesives, whilst
Hertford, Keble and Merton issued post-cards and envelopes
as well; but Exeter College had adhesives and postcards but
no envelopes.

University. Cullege. Date of 1st issue.
Oxford Keble 1871
' .. Merton 1876
. .. Lincoln 1877
. .. Hertford 1879
e .. Excter 1882
v .. St. John's 1884
. .. All Souls 1884
o .. RBaliiol 1885
Cambridge .. Queens’ .. 1883
' .. St. John's .. 1884
" . Selwyn 1884

The above nice but neglected group of stamps, envelopes
and postcards are all dainty tn design, of fairly high status
and moderate prices, and can be recommended as an attrac-
tive and useful field for specialism on moderate means;
especially now that all the requisite information concerning
these * College ™ stamps is available for the student in the
excellent handbook on the College stamps of Oxford and
Cambridge by Mr. Cummings.

CIRCULAR AND Parcer. DELIVERY COMPANIES' STaMPS.

Prior to the Coliege posts, several private comnpanies were
formed to convey and deliver circulars and other printed
matter at rates lower than those of the Post Office. All
these private companies’ posts were suppressed in August,
1867; buat though their postal despatches and deliveries
ceased, their philatelic business survived; and ghrough !he
unbounded generosity of these compames 1n glutting
the market with stamps in various colours, and imperf., perf.,
or rouletted as required, banisl!ed for ever all fears of a
« philatelic famine,” yet the majority of the [.ondon Com-
panies’ staimps were reprinted for Edwin Healey & Co., and
moreover extensive forgeries of practically the whole group
of these stamps are known. »

In the subjoined list of Circular and Parcel Delivery
Companies, an asterisk distinguishes those companies which
are considered to have done actual postal business. 1t is
difficult to lay down a hard and fast rule, but the stamps
bearing the inscription,  Circular I)ehvery,_" etc., or ¢ Parcel
Delivery,” etc., are taken to have been issued for postal
purposes, whilst the stamps bearing a similar inscription but
with the word * Circular” or ** Parcel” omitted, give no
satisfaction to the collectors for whom the * authorities™ iIn
question were specially solicitous. )

Such base ingratitude on the part of collectors, after being
specially catered for, richly deserves a punishment fitted
to their * crime,” in their being provided with no more com-
memoratives, **locals,” provisionals, and other speculative
stamps for ever and ever!

Date of st

Name of Company. Issue.

*Aberdeen Circular Delivery .. 1867

“ Delivery 18?8
Atlas Express ?

Hirmingh':nm Delivery . .. 18?8
Bradford Parcel Dehivery .. :
Dublin Tramways Par. . .. ?

,» and Lucan Stcam Trams. Par ?

.. and Blessington Steam Trams. Par. 1895
*Dundee Cir. Dcl. 1867
v Delivery 18§§
*Edinburgh, Clark & Co. .. 1866
*Edinburgh and Leith Cir. Del. 1865
" v W Par. - 1866
" o W Dell .. . 1868
. v . Cir. Del. (12, Elder St). 1867

" " ,e Prar. Dkl
(12, St. Andrew’s Sq.) 1867
*Glasgow Cir. Del. . . 1867
. Del. .. . 1868
*Liverpool Cir. Del. 1867
" Del. 1868
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Name of C o Date of 1st Caompany. Date. Varicties. Range uf Values.
| vame of Lompany. . Issue. Bonelli's Telegraph .. .. 18618 .. 7 .. 3d. to 1}
Liverpool Par. Del. (20, Cases St.) .. ? British & Irish ,, . 1857 .. 14 .. 3d. to 5.-
" o (6. Wood St.) ) 1877 Electric w e 1851-61 .. 51 .. 3d. to ly}-
. oo +» **From Cheshire” ? English & lrish Telegraph I8y .. 5 .. 1.-to §-
' s o (22, Wood Sty L ? London District . .. 186265 .., 9 .. 3d. to 6d.
" (Curtis & Co. Par. Express) ? South Eastern R'1'y ,, .o BB .. 7 .. Yd.to 29
ww  Globe Par. Express .. 1868 Submarine - .. 1861 . g .. 4id.to 8
" Luggage & Par. Express .. ? United Kingdom 186263 .. 16 .. 4d. o 2/
" W, Williams & Son R ? Coiversal . 1864 .. 10 . 3d to -
" +» (Old Post Office Place ? National Telephone 1884 .. 6 .. 1d. to 1;-
*London Cir. Del. 1866 . . .

.. Court Burcau o 1890 Uuderan agreement withthe Postmaster-Generalin 18g1,the
* 7 and Districts Cir. Del. 1867 railway companies of Gt. Britain and Ireland were authorised
. Delivery .. .. 1868 to issue stamps for the prepayment of their charge on letters
v Par. Del .. .. H (which must also have the proper value of postage stamps
s Express Par. Del. (268, Strand) 1868 attached) forwarded by passenger trains in order to expedite
»  Expressand Agency 1880 (1 delivery. Over 1oo Railway Companies—about go English,
. Foster’s Pur Express .- ? 40 Irish, and 11 Scotch — participated in this ** Express Letter”
s Metropolitan L”"~ Del. 1867 agreement and issued special ** Railway Letter™ stamps,
e 7 National Cir ll))tll o :g:ﬁ‘ apart altogether from the ordmary Railway Parcel stamps,
v O el 115, Basinghall S " and all of the value of 2d., with the solitary exception of the

“ v cl. (15, Basinghall St 1868 L . - y ) S
" Pickford & Co. - z > ondonderry and 1.ough Swilly Railway Co., which issued a

1d. stamp in 18gz2.

Manchester l[’?:rlul‘)-l - . ]8:;8 As there are compiete catalogues of these British Railway
. Car;'ing‘c‘and Trams 3 l.etter Stainps pnblished now-.a.days. amongst the best of
* ' which lists is Walter Morley’s, no useful purpose would be
Portsmouth. A. White & Co. .. ? served by detailed reference here to this interesting group of

Passing vver the municipal fiscals ot Ely, Gloucestershie.
Londoun, Nerthampton, Sounthampton, and Winchester, and
also the large number of Linglish, Guerusey, lrish, Liverpool,
Manx, and Scotch fiscals which come more within the scope
of Mr. Kay's interesting * fiscal” colnmn than of the
present paper, we might mention the British Newspaper
Franks, 1847 55, which serve to remind us of the days when
our newspapers were taxed. The foliowing newspapers,
amongst many others, had special hand-stamps bearmg the
name of the journal and the face value of the frank : —

“ The Duily News.™
(“ Times. ™’
1847-35 4 ¢ Morning Post.*’
+ Stamford Mercury
Etc.. ctc.

Of an euntirely ditterent status are the envelopes with
inscription of names of private firms embossed round the
stamp as ' Office of Philatelic Quarterly.” ** S, Allsopp and
Sons,” etc. This dainty advertising device was much in
vogue at one time, and the emboussing was done mainly at
Somerset House. Some firins had their names printed on
the back of the stamps, or punched in with a punch.
Allsopp and Sons is a firm noted also for their unique douhle
receipt stamps, 1863. one half of which is the 1d. Inland
Revenue Stamp, whilst the firm’s name appears on the other
half. The Dickens, Shakespeare, and Hospital Stamps do
not concern this contribution.

The Ocean Penny Postage stamp and stationery com-
memeorate an ambitious but premature scheme for a great
postal refortm; whilst the * Sinn Fein ™ labels of Ireland
serve to advertise a political party. The postcards and
envelopes to commemorate the Jubilee of Penny Postage in
1890 are interesting.

Passing from the reign of local postage and fiscal stamps,
we turn to the Private Telegraph and Telephone Compamies
for a brief review of their labels.

This group of stanps comprises neatrly 100 varieties, and
their high status (to say nothing of high prices) fully justifies
their inclusion in the Gibhons British Empire Catalogue.

This contribution, being intended simply and solely as an
elementary introduction to the Local stamps of Great Britain,
it will serve onr purpose sufhiciently to simply classify these
Telegraph and lelephone labels into groups, reserving a
detailed analysis of each group for a more advanced contri-
bution. The list of British Telegrapii and Telephone Com-
panies which formerly issued stamps is as follows ;—

stamps; neither need we make special mention of the
“ Military Telegraph™ surcharged stamps of Great Britain
used in Ashantee, Bechuanaland. l‘{ngrand. QOrange River
Colony. South Africa, and Suakim. nor do our British
« Official ™" stamps concern us here.

If this contnbution has served as a ' philatelic finger-
post " to direct our good readers to several noteworthy bat
neglected bye-paths of philately, the writer will be delighted
to meet again inmore advanced articles those of his readers
who are travelling with their hobby in the paths he has here
indicated, when these readers are a little farther on their
journey.

o-ed
b g o

Jfew Stamps S pereciate in Value.

s

“uE latest number of the * South African Philatelist »

brings ns an excellent paper by Mr. J. W. K. Schofield,
as read before the Johannesburg United Philatelic Society,
Mr. Schofield devotes a section of his essay to * Stamp
Collecting as an Investment *' and calculates the appreciation
in value of a variety of stamps purchased in 19og. We quote
his concluding paragraph :(—

The nett appreciation over the whole colicction is, you will
obscrve, at the rate of 6.23 per cent. per annun, as two years
separate the dates of the two catalogues under discussion.  1f
this may be taken as representing what would occur in the case
of 4 much more complete collection, and one covering a larger
fietd, it must prove disappointing to those people who loosely talk
of the wonderful manner inwhich stamps appreciate in value. It
must be borne in mind, however, that the percentages of increase
are as between catalogue prices in 1911 and 1909, or in other
worgls, represent the enhancement in value of stamps bought on
the basis of 1809 prices.  As an illustration of what | meun, 1 will
suppose a stamp was catalogued in 1802 at 1/-, in 1909 at 4/-, and
in 1931 at 46, If | bought on the basis of 199 price, the ratio
of increase is 63 per cent. per annum, but if | purchased in 1902,
the actual ratio of increase on my original purchase price is, for
the two years under review, 23 per cent. per annum simple
interest. On the other hand it must not be overlooked that
before any absolute giin as an investment commences apprecia-
tion in value must have been great enough to overtake the differ-
ence between buying and selling prices, which we all know to be
pretty considerable.
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British Bouth Africa.

By ArTHUR B. C. DyER.

A PAPEr READ BEFORE TIE SouTH FsseEx PHILATELIC
SocikTy oN gTH FEBRUARY, 1911,

TI-IF.RH is some uncertainty among philatelists asto whether

the territory administered by the British South Africa
Company shall be called ** Rhodesia™ or * British South
Africa.”  Whilst it is quite correct to list these labels up to
19og under British South Africa, in my opinion we should
now adopt the official name, since from that date all stamps
issned bear the name, either overprinted or inscribed,
“ RHODESIA"

In 1889, through the efforls of the late Cecil Rhodes, a
Company was chartered on the 2gth October, known as
*The British South Africa Company,” and authorized “ to
promote trade and counnerce, and to work and develop
mineral and other concessions™ over an area of 750,000
square miles, which territory | will hereafter call “ Rhodesia.”

The Company soon started operations, for in 18go they
established a regular postal service, which necessitated an
issue of postage stamps. These were supplied by Messrs.
Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co., Ltd., who also stocked the post
offices with mail-bags, cancelling stamps, &c., &c., in fact, |
believe thiey supplied everything save the actual buildings
and employes—presnmably these were not in the contract.

The stamps. comprising eleven values, viz.: 1d,, 6d., 1/
2/-, 210, 5/-, 1of-, £1, £2, £5, and {10, were engraved, and
printed on thin white wove paper, in sheets of sixty, arranged
in six horizontal rows of ten. A large trade watermark
appears once in each sheet, consisting of the letters: “ \W.C.S.
& Co.” (the iuitials of the papermaker) and the words:
“PURE LINEN WOVE BANK.” Only abont twenty-four stamps
out of the sixty bear portions of this watermark.

There are numerous shades of each denomination, but the
6d. value is printed in two distinet colonrs, viz. : Ultramarine
and deep blue.  Jndging from the proofs, I should assign the
ultrammarine to the first printings and the deep blue to later
printings.

A change in the postal rates, such as the reduction from
0d. to 3d. on }.0z. letters to the British Isles, made 1d., 2d.,
4d., and 8d. stamps necessary. To save tine, these denom-
inations were prepared by surcharging tire 6d. stamps with
“gd redsy and tgdl”, and the - with *8d." in large bold
type.

The surcharges were applied by Messrs. Bradbury,
Wilkinson & Co., L.td., possibly to stamps kept in stock
at thhe London Offices of the British South Africa Co.

The provisionals are said to have been despatched and
issuced early in 18g1, and immediately after they had been
despalched, permmanent low values were prepared and issued
in April of the same year. Thus the provisional issue was
only in use a month or two, consequently used copies are
seldom met with.

Three further valnes were added to this sel from 1891 to
1894, viz.: 3d., 3/- and 4/-, making a total of seven values.

At first glance one would be of the opinion that this issue
was printed from the same plate as the first issue, but a
comparison of the two issues will show that ecither the
original die was retouched or a new die engraved, for there
are many small differences in the shading. 1In these stamps
the lines of the background are stronger and more even than
in the first issue, and the cross hatching so prominent in the
18go sct, below the name tablet at the top, around the legs of
the supporters, the crest, etc., is not present in this issue.

For each denomination there was a separate *‘duty”
plate, showing many ininor varieties, such as broken and
badly shaped letters, &c., &c. The paper used was very

similar to the previous issue, the large trade watermark
appearing once in each sheet as before. The perforation is
also the same, being made by single line machines gauging
14, 144,

From 18g1 to 18g4, the stamps of the first and second
issues, with the exception of the 1d. and 3d. values. were
overprinted ** B.C.A." for use in British Central Africa
(Nyasaland) and not, as | have heard it stated, for the
Bournemouth Christian Association! These stamps were 1n
use until the authorities issued their own stamps, and were
also used in N.E. Rhodesia.

In the year 1895, the British South Africa Co. gave their
contract for printing stamps to Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.,
and as fresh supplies of the 2d. and 4d. values were required,
Messrs, Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. were instructed to deliver
the necessary plates to the new printers. This was done,
but, when the new stamps were issued, it was noticed that,
for some reason or other, new plates had been prepared, on
which the stanps measured a full 1mm. more than those
1ssued by the engravers of this plate.

Soft wove paper was employed for these stamps, and the
perforation was done by single-line machines, gauging 124.

Perhaps the most interesting of all the stamps issued for
this territory are those engraved and printed by the new
printers, Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co. This set, issued in
1896, consists of the following values :—4d., 1d., 2d., 3d., 4d.,
6d., 8d., 1/, 2/-, 2/6, 3/-, 3/, 5/-, and 10/-.

The designs tor these stamps were sketched and supplied
by the printers.—The British South Africa Co. have the
credit for choosing the artistic (?) combination of the colours
used.

Euch stamp was printed in two colours, some on coloured
paper, in sheets of sixty arranged in six horizontal rows of
ten.

There were four plates prepared and used in the production
of this issue, Plates 1 and 2 differing from Plates 3 and 4, in
many ways. The most noticeable difference is that in Plates
1 and 2 there is a small coloured deot immediately behind the
tuft of the tail of the right-hand supporter, while in Plates 3
and 4, not only is tlus dot removed, but the shading on the
lion is much heavier.

I have divided these stamnps into two groups, those of
Plates 1 and 2 being Type A,, and those of 3 and 4, Type B.
By this arrangement it will be noticed that a few of the
values exist in both types.

A very interesting teature of these stamps is that all four
Plates, so far as the ** Head-plates' are concerned, were
engraved, while the duty plates were surface-printed—conse-
quently, these labels are both printed and engraved.

Aceording to Mes-rs. Bacon & Napier's Handbook on
* Grenada,” the perforation was made by a treadie comb.
machine, ganging 14, purchased by Messrs, Perkins, Bacon &
Co. at the end ot 1895, especially for the perforation of these
stamps.

In 1896 Bulawayo was cut off from all communication with
Salisbury, owing to the Matabele rebellion, consequently the
supply of stamps began to run low, with the result that the
3. and 4/. stamps on the second issne were surcharged
““ONE PENNY " in words, and the 5/- of the first issue was
surcharged * Tukke pPeENCE” in two lines. On all three
stamps the original value is obliterated by three parallel bars.

Errors ocecur in the surcharges, such as inverted letters,
etc., but are seldoin met with.

These provisionals did not last long, and as no more British
South Africa stamps were available for surcharging, the then
current Cape of Good Hope stamps were overprinted:
“BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY ' in three lines. These
were ordered through the agent of the Company at Cape
Town, and it is very prohable they were overprinted there.

The overprinting was applied to panes of sixty stamps. It
appears that enough type was set to cover a row of six
stamps and from this ten stereotypes were taken. As each
of the stamps in the row had a slight defect, there are six
types repeated ten times in each pane.

An error on the 4d. stamp has been recorded, the word
“coMPANY " being omitted.

(To be concluded.)
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Philatelists of @o~Day.

XXXVII.—MR. LEICESTER A. B. PAINE.

k. LEtcEsTex PaiNg has been continuously associ- | sold off his “foreigners™ some fifteen years ago and
M ated with Philately for thirty years, for he started | thenceforward confined himself to the British Empire.
collecting at the unusually early age of six, and | He holds at the present time a large specialised collec-

has never wavered in his allegiance to the hobby. His | tionof Great Britain, the result of fifteen years’ study and

philatelic life story is very largely
the story of the nise and progress

of one of our foremost philatelic
exchanges—the Travellers’ Stamp
Exchange Club.

When Mr. Paine founded the
Travellers” LExchange in Jauuary
1892 — getting on for twe:ty vears
ago—it was a small affair con- I
fined to a limited cirele of phila-
telic friends, twelve in number.
Of the original twelve, four have
been lost by death, but the re-
maining eight are still keen and
active collectors. And meantime
the club has grown and flourished
amazimgly.  The present mem-
bership, “including toreign and
colonial  participants.  numbers
528. The first packet sent out
had a gross value of 112, The
best packet in recent months has
held property representing a
value of nearly £iovo. During e Letcsran A. B, Paise.
the ye"“ 1910 stamps to the value Secretuary of t)ne Travellers' Stump Exchange Club.

of over thirty thousand pounds

were circulated! It is a record
of which Mr. Paine may well be

accumulation. He can show re-
constructed plates of all except
the high vualues. A fine block
of eighteen used penny blacks
in Mr. Paiune’s possession is
illustrated in this number of the
Fortnightly, together withsomeline
specimens of the * worn plate.” In
addition to Great DLritain he speci-
alises in Ceylon, Cape of Good
Hope, Queensland, and Western
Australia.

Atthe Philatelic IXxhibition held
at Newcastle-on-Tyne on March
26th and 27th, 14909, under the
auspices of the North of England
Philatelic Society, Mr. Paine
was asked to undertake the work
of judging the exhibits, He did
so—acting as sole judge—and
afterwards had the gratification
of receiving a special letter of
thanks from the Secretary, testi-
fying to the great care taken in
making the awards, and the
generai satisfaction s adjudica-
tion had given.

proud. The Travellers Ciub at the present time num- | Mr. Leicester Paine is a Fellow of‘the Royal Phil-
hers among its membhers most of our leading philatelists. | atelie Society and a member of the Stamp kxchange

Its President is Mr. A. 11. Stamford; its Vice-Presidents | Prqtection Society. ) ‘ .
For many years he lived at Stoke-on-Trent, but has
recently moved south, to Kemip Town, Brighton,

are Mr. M. I’. Castle and Baron Anthony de Worms.
Beginning as a general collector, Mr. Leicester Paine
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What is the Ideal Eorm
of Btamp Eollecting ?

FURTHER INTERESTING CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR SYMPOSIUM.

We are happy to be able to give some further opinions of
interest on the subject of Ideal Forms of Stamp Collecting.

A Lover of Minor Varieties.

Mr. Karl Wiehen contributes a letter that is full of interest-
ing points and reflections :—

To your general question: ¢ What is the ideal form of stamp
collecting 2" | think only onc answer can be given, viz. :—

Collect everything, unuscd and used, the former in entire
sheets, where separately engraved or overprinted stamps. Al
others in at least corner blocks of four. Al used stamps in large
blocks or strips, and never less than pairs.

But as ldeals are not practicable in this life of ours, this ideal
form of collecting is not attainable, and the attempt must lead to
disappointmcnt. This heing so, the next hest thing is to try to
attain it in a limited manner.  The great charm of stamp coliect-
ing is, that every collector can form some curious ldeal for
himscif and attempt to attain it. There arc no hard and fast
rules, ) . ) .

My own ldeal is to form collections of many different countries,
which need not be allied to each other, but give scope to my
individual prcdilcctiun. This is beauty and vuricty.and shadc of
colour without being too expensive und within my limited means.

I therefore collect by preference the stamps of our Australian
and West Indian Colonies, the stamps of Greece, Bulgium,
Erance., Holland, Switzerland, some of the old German and
Jtalian States, Siam on account of its numcerous surcharges, and
others, and [ tried to collect them unused and used,

I tove the minor varieties of all stamps, be they different papers,
watermarks (and their errors), pecforations, types, plate-numbers,
varicties of surcharges, cte. 1 am not a follower of Mr. Ireland,
the great apostle of the * simple life” w_lth_nut wishing to quarrcl
with him in the least.  But | consider his influence, specially on
the younger collectors absalutely pernicious and harmful, and [
trust he will never gain many adherents. The study of the
« minor variety '’ has made stamp collecting what it is, and has
given it its present commanding position. | always encourage
my young friends to search for minor varieties, and fortunately
many are quite cheap and casily procurable. A collector, who
can only spend a few shillings or even a few pence per week, may
hunt successfully after minor \'arlqtlcs,;md may cven at t_he_ present
day pick up for a few pence a varicty worth as many shillings and
motre. The charm lies in the hunting after such things, and every
collector who does so has had the immense satisfaction of success
here and there.  Why, then, deprive the Junior of this joy and
pleasurc? To my mind a cotlection, including minor varietics,
cven in some cases of poor specimens, is far more interesting,
and has yiclded to the collector far more pleasure and enjoyment
than a collection of throughout immaculate but commonplace
varieties such as Mr. Ircland recommends to collect, and which
can be bought casily every day at any shop. )

To form a coilection on the lines of the ** Simple Life ™ can
never become an ldeal to strive after. To overcome and to
master a difficulty gives satisfaction to every strong man or boy.
But to be lazy, to make out ** want-lists ™" and to collect common
stamps, as anything else common, will never become a pleasure
as a recreation, and that is what 1 find in searching for and
finding stamps, which are not commonplace.

The guestion of completeness never troubles me.  In fact, my
Ideal is to collect what can never become complcte, for complete-
ness spoils the pleasurc of collecting, and the interest begins to
fade.

A Mem. about Mounting.
Mr. Thos. S. Smith, of Sunderland, writes:—

1n reply to your request in the S.C.F. for various opinions as
to the best form of stamp collecting, I give below a method 1 am
adopting. L )
(i.) Specialising in Canada from 1868, collecting both nsed
and nnuscd, having the latter in no larger quantitics
than blocks of four,

(ii.) Collecting Argentine, Chili, Greece, and U.S A. in
general lines,

Method of Mounting :

From my point of view this is the most important part of
collecting.  Not more than 12 stamps should be mounted on one
page of the album (of course a blank interchangeable one), as
overcrowding must be avoided if an artistic appeurance of a
collection is appreciated. Each stamp, block or strip, should
have @ line gmm. thick drawn all round, neatly in Indian ink,
% clear from edge of stamp. This frame line will show up the
specimens remarkably well; all designs that would tend to take
attention from the stamps, such as scrolls and floral decorations
should be avoided.

A Junior's View.

We have heard too little from young collectors on this
subject. One who now writes us, Mr. F. S. Chilcott, of
liverpool—a member of the Chums Society of Stamp
Collectors—expresses the following opinions:—

As a junior, | consider that the main charm of stamp collecting
lies in the fact that it is the privilege of every collector to choose
his or her own course. | have not yet encountered a brother
philatelist who agrees entirely with my views upon this subject,
and so | do not propose to waste your valuable space by dwelling
at length upon the ldeal Form of Stamp Collecting, as it appeals
to me.

In short, therefore, my ideas on the subject are as follows :—

(1) Collect what you like, reject what you like. and

(2) Choose a wide field for rescarch, and you will be able
to talke an interest in your friends’ collections, as
well as your own,

The (Jo-As-You-Please ldeal.

We are indebted to Mr. Herbert Clark for a long and most
interesting contribution : —

Some of the letters you have published upon the fdeal form of
stamp collecting arc most intercsting. It is well that we should
sometime pause, | think, to consider whither our hobby is carry-
ing us.  If we do not occasionally do this, we may drift into an
extreme form of specialism that cannot produce any useful result,
or we¢ may be led to spend more than we can really afford.

Mr. Ralph Wedmore's ideal is excellent when he says we may
collect what we please. The beginner cannot well do anything
than foltow the beaten track for the tirst few years. It is the
later years that we are more concerned with.

If we collect only what we please, we need not condemn
certain classes of stamps, such as Officials or Postage Dues, and
say they arc not legitimate postage stamps. but simply leave
them to those who like them. It really scems rather unkind to
try to spoil the joy they may afford to their owners just because
we do not like them.

For myself the Official and Postage Duc stamps are a part of
the legitimate machinery of the post office. and my own ideal is
wide enough to include, not only these stamps but, when they
can be obtained, official notices, documents, post office reports,
ctc. Forinstance, | have die proofs of the two stamps issued by
the Argentine Republic in Octaber, 1892, to commemorate the
400th anniversary of the discovery of America These proofs
are printed by the makers of the stamps upon sheets of stout and
finely surfaced paper, 10} x 8} inches, bearing the official notice
in Spanish and an impression of the die in the centre.

Naturally such items are not exactly common, but everyone
can pick up something out of the ordinary if only he will use
his opportunitics.  Another point too is that these out-of-the-
way items arc usually not at all expensive.

Perhaps 1 can best explain the go-as-you-please kind of stamp
collecting that appeals to me by enumerating a few items found
in my albums.

France. Proofs and colour trials, millesimes (numbers on
margins between panes of stamps), specimen stamps, Balloon
post, ctc.

Italian States. Some essays and proofs and stamps on entire.

British Colonials in general. Small sized sheets, some plate-
numbers, proofs, etc.

Great Britain. A few proofs and essays, Mulready envelapes,
wrappers and caricatures, control letters, specimen  stamps,
officials, Telegraph stamps and entire forms.

Spain. Including early issues on cntire. black and coloured
postmarks, large blocks used, ete., also Carlist issues and
voluntary War Tax labels of 1898.9,
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Germany and German States.
blocks of imperf. issucs.

United States.  Unused strips with plate-number and imprint.
some proofs, essays and specimen stamps. also departmentals.

Central and Soutih America. Proofs, essavs and colour trials,
varicties of postmark of some carly issues. and somwe entire
sheets.

In the above collection 1 have taken some used and some
unused, often both, but not usually mixing them in the same
ISSUC.

The collection also includes entire envelopes. postcards and
wrappers, telegraph stamps from all countries using them and
including proofs and essays.  Great Hritain Railway letter post
stamps and a rather extensive collection of Railway newspaper
and parcel stamps. e is perhaps worthy of explanation here that
the collection of letter post stumps is a simplitied once. including
only distinct varicties. It includes only about 130 stamps and
vet is fairly complete and cost a very small sum.  As these
stamps are distinctly postage stamps every collector of the stamps
of Great Britain should include a few,

Of local postage stamps there are fairly complete sets, and a
number of entire sheets, and some early locals onentires. Besides
these, | have a small collection of fiscal stamps and a reference
collection of several volumes, which include genuine stamps and
forgeries side by side, and also reprints and oftentimes printed
matter reluting thercto.  OF the reprints. the collection inclades,
when they can be obtained, entire sheets of cach printing.

Extreme specialism 1 have never gone in for, preferring to have
a modcerate collection of stamps in general without attempting to
complete any.

The accumuiation of such a collection as mine gives one a fair
general knowledge of stamps and enables one to take an intelli-
gent interest in specialised displays seen at mectings.  Too often
we tind specialists who care for none but the stamips of their own
fancy. This no doubt adds to the dificulty of getting good attend-
ances at mectings. By mentioning my collections of local and
fiscal stamps etc., | du not mean that 1 advocate their inclusion
as the idcal form of collecting. | say collect what you please, but
if you wish to exhibit with o view to gaining a4 medal, you must
have some reasonable and systematic plan for your collection,

The ** condition ™ of stamps is a mateer of the greatest import-
ance, and imperf. and rouletted early issucs in fine condition
always possess special attractions for me.

In conclusion let me confess that 1 would rather add a rare
pamphlct or other philatelic publication to my philatelic tibrary,
cven if the item were not in very fine condition, than arare stamp
in the finest shape.

Some on entires, also unused

A Word for New Issue Services.

One of our Awmerican subscribers, Mr. Benedict Prieth, of
Newark, New Jersey. contributes an interesting letter,
incidentally referring to the value of a good * new issue
service " to the collector of current issues:—

Your symposium on the ** Ideal Form of Stamp Collecting '
ought to be read with interest by cvery philatehst. My own
method of collecting is as follows, viz :—

1 use loose leaf albums exclusively, as this saves the trouble of
remounting once's stamps.

I collect all British Colonials from a farthing to £1 inclusive,
in mint condition, including all state varicties of paper, water-
mark and perforation, but I do not bother with shades, mixed
perforations, and minor details for which 1 have not the time,
inclination, nor cash.

However, occasionally | take it into my head to specialize one
or more countrics, and when 1 do. 1 go * the limit,”" as they say
in this part of the world.  For instance, | have everything in
Caymans, including the rare provisionals, in mint and used single
copies, as well as mint blocks of four and almost everything used
on entires,  The same is true of Papua. My King Edward
stamps are now complete, barring the values above £1. most of
which I have in = Specimen ™ copies.  As soon as the last King
Edward stamp is issucd, the collection will be shelved, and a King
George collection begun along the same lines. ]

By subscribing to a good New Issue Service, complete
collections can be acquired at a comparatively small outlay. and
those collectors who cannot afford ta go as high as £1. can stop
t 10/, 5,- or 1/-, with just as much enjoyment and satisfaction

World-Wide Philately the Best.

Mr. E. G. Collins, in the following letter, probably defines
the attitude of a very large number of philatelists towards
their chosen hobby.

As one who caught the * craze ™ of Stamp Collecting rather
late inlife, | should like to say that [ consider the getting together
of specimens from all parts of the world is the most fascinating
part of the hobby. Of course as time went on 1 developed
partialities for some three or four special countries. which | en.
deavoured to get as good 2 show of as possible, compatible
with the modest means at my disposal.

First and foremost T put my own country —oll England—then
Holland and her Colonies  then the United States of America—
with which country the oftice in which | was employed bhad
extensive correspondence.

Then again the English Colonivs claimed allegiance, but the
ticld was too fast, so Jamaica, and South Africa only could Mot
much attention,  Anyhow | like to be **in the swim  and there-
fore hike to have samples of all new issues to show to friends.
To get - sets ™ of all of them would * overrun the constable.™

Mr. Albrecht on Original Research.

From one of our Manchester friends, Mr. J. R. M. Aibrecht,

comes a letter warmly advocating specialism and original
research :—

In reply to your open letter, | offer you my views on the ideal
furm of collecting —not, be it understood. in any didactic spirit,
for 1 thmk cvery philatelist must naturally decide for himseif,
which is. to him. the ideal form,

First of all a word with regard to the second and third para-
graphs of your letter.  In my opinion Specialism s gaining
favour with all collectors, and the number of General Collectors,
those who take all countries to date, steadily decreasing.
Certainly there are advanced specialists who also collect several
countrics besides their particular one, but | think a specialist,
wha in addition is trying to form a single specimen collection of
afl other countries to date, would be difficult to find.  But the
numerous papers by members of the J.0.S. London and the
Manchester J.I.S.0 and others (given to illustrate decidedty
specialised  collections) and  showing an amount  of originl
reseiarch, and the increased number of monographs at popular
prices are surely sulticient proofs that ¢ philatelists of moderate
means ' oare certainly going in for Specialism.  To collect the
entire world to Jdate is a task that only a millionaire can under-
take with w staff of clerks to assist himin arranging his specimens.

To my mind the ideal form of collecting is to collect an issue,
country, or group of countries, with the wdea of making origioal
rescarch,  Nothing, | think, can exceed the pleasure of discover.
ing a variety hitherto unknown, Whether it is o valuable variety
from a monctary point of view is of no importance if it is inter
esting from a philatelic point of view.  Original research is cer-
tainly the most scientitic form of collecting. and it is due to the
work done in this way by advanced specialists that Philately
holds the high position it dovs to-day,  And if there is any ten-
deney. as stated in your letter, to decry advanced specialism, it is
a very unfortunate tendency, and is not a point of view, 1 think,
that would be taken up by any scrious philatelist. Some collec-
tors are perhaps under the impression that original rescarch can
only be undertaken by very wealthy people and is therefore im-
possible for them.  But this is hardly the case.  There are many
countries which can be collected at a small cost and entires such
as embossed envelopes, posteards. cte., give a very large tield for
research, and prices are very moderate. The collector must pro-
vide himself with o goad and soand amount of philatelic knowledge
by reading one or two of the philatelic papers and handbhooks and
joining a Society.  He will then, | think, ind quite a moderate
expenditure of money will enable him to do good philatelic work
in his particular country.  Many of the Manchester Juniors can
show scientitic collections mude on these lines.

It is surely better philately to show a fine collection of a less
popular country such as Siam or China, than a second-rate onc
of, say, New South Wales or U.S. A And | think it is a pity
that so many collectors take the latter course, when by taking
the former they might come to the front and make philatelic
history and at no greater monetary expense to themselves, If a
collector is specialising he should, [ think, undoubtedly take
everithing that assists in illustrating the postal history of his
subject. such as proofs, cssays, postage dues, and most certainly
the postcards, wrappers, cte., entire, and not limit the collection
In any way.

There are, of course, very many collecters who have not the
time or desire to take up original research, but who nevertheless
like to make a less elaborate collection and to take a gencral
interest in Philately. | think they should certainly do so. But
I do not think they should have a ** tendency to decry advanced
specialism.”’
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British Bouth Africa.

By Artuur B. C. DyER.

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE SovuTH [LssEX PHILATELIC
SocikETY oN gTH FEBRUARY, 1911,

(Concluded from page 41.)

For some reason or other, the Company decided to make
another change of printer, and the contract for the postage
stamps was given to Messrs. Waterlow & Sons, Ltd., towards
the end of 1896, with an order to print supplies of the }d.,
1d., 2d., 3d., 4d., 6d., 8d., and {1 values.

Only one **head-plate’ was engraved for this issue, and
this was used for all the values. It differs in many ways
from the ' Perkins Bacon® issue, The chief difference,
however, is that the scroll containing the words, ** Justice,
Freedom, Comnmerce,” does not pass behind the legs of the
Springboks, as in the 1896 issue.

For each denomination there was a separate duty-plate,
this being engraved instead of surface-printed as in the
previous issue. Unwatermarked wove paper was nsed, and
the usnal ** Waterlow "’ perforation was employed, viz. 14 to
15 single-line machines.

There was only one printing of these stamps, so not many
shades exist, and they were on sale in Rhodesia early in
1897.

“Ewen's Weekly Stamp News" reported, in Februoary,
1905, the discovery of the {2 stamp of the first issue, printed
from the original * Bradbury, Wilkinson " plate by Waterlow
& Sons, I.td. This variety can be distingoished from the
1890 issue by the thickness of the paper, which is also
unwatermarked ; by the colour, which is rosy red instead of
dull rose ; and by the * Waterlow™ perforation of 14 to 15
instead of being an exact 14, 144.

An entirely new set of stamps, consisting of 17 denomina-
tions, began to make its appearance in 1898, the last
denomination of the set being issned in 19o8. There were
three designs employed in their production, one for the
values from }d. to 6d., one for 1/- to 10/- values, and another
for the £1 to £10 denominations.

The stamps were engraved and printed by Messrs,
Waterlow & Sons, Ltd., from their own designs, suggested
by the Company.

The printing was done on white wove unwatermarked
aper, and the stamps perforated as usual, 14 to 15 single-
Rne machines.

With the exception of the 7/6 value, all the stamps from
}d. to 10/- were printed in sheets of 240 arranged in four
panes of 6o (six horizontal rows of ten). The 7/6, however,
was printed like the £1 to £10 denominations, in sheets of 6o,

It is a question whether the {2, £5 and f1o stamps of this
issue should be listed as postage stamps, since a letter
weighing the maximumn amount (5lb.) wounld be 33/4. and a
parcel 19/3, so the maximnum amount of postage never
reaches f2.

During the Boer War in 1900, the Boers got hold of the
railway and high roads, thus cutting off Bulawayo once
again from supplies. with the result that money became very
scarce ; and to remedy this, the Administration issued cards
to which were attached postage stamps of various issues,
indicating the value, and these passed as currency until
further supplies of money were forthcoming.

Rhodesia, like many other couuntries or territories, has
given way to the temptation of issuing a Commemorative sel
of stamps, but, as these labels are a very fine piece of
workmanship, we will let them off lightly.

The stamps | refer to are those issued in July, 1905, to
commemorate the visit of the British Association to Rhodesia

and the opening of the Victoria Falls Bridge over the
Zambezi, this forming an important link in the Cape to Cairo
Railway.

A view of the famous Falls appears on tliese stamps in a
neat engine-turned border containing the words : * British
South Africa Company "' above, and * Victoria Falls ™ at the
base, while the date * 1gug ™ appears in the upper corners
and the value in the two lower corners.

Messrs. Waterlow & Sons, Ltd.. are the engravers and
producers of this very attractive set, which comprises only
six values, »iz.: 1d., 24d., 5d., 1/-, 2/6 and 5/..

The printing was done on white wove unwatermarked

f)aper, and the perforation measures 14 to 15, made by single-
ine machines,

There was only one printing of each denomination, and a
separate plate was made for each value.

In the year 1goy the Company decided that stamps should
bear the official designation of the territory, and had supplies
of all the then current stamps, from 3d. to £1, overprinted
“ RHODESIA "’ in J.ondon. This issne appeared for sale in
* Rhodesia " in May of the same year.

Not only were all the stamps overprinted, but a surcharge
appeared on the 6d., 2/6, 3/- and 5/- values, of 5d., 73d., 10d.
and z/- respectively, to meetl the new local requirements.
Thus the full set contains eighteen denominations.

There are many varieties occurring in the overprint, the
chief of which is the variety with no stop after ** kiionEsIa ™.

We now arrive at the current staumps issued in 1g10, which
are the first stamps inscribed Rhodesia.

The stamps are engraved and printed by Messrs. Waterlow
& Sons, Ltd., and resemble to a greater or less extent the
{c. value of the Quebec Centenary issue of Canada, but are
not, in my opinion, nearly so good so far as workmanship is
concerned, while the colours of some values are . .. . !'—
well, I'd better not express my opinion upon them! How.
ever, if the stamps have been cancelled with the **Bulawayo "
postmark, the colours are then very much subdued, if indeed
you are lucky enough to see them at all.

D P ——

T he * Qortnightly” Jf]edals.

ADDITIONS TO OUR HONOUKRS LIST.

S.C.F. medals, as our constant readers know, are awarded
to those members of the Philatelic Societies whose papers
are adjudged to be the best of their year.

Recipients of medals, whose names have not yet been
announced in our columns, are as follows, the titles in
parentheses being the subjects of the papers read :—

Silver Medals : Mr. R. A. Mannings (** Colours ") Liverpool
P.S.; Dr. E. W, Floyd (*India”) Manchester J.P.S.; Mr.
B. D. Pope (* Transvaal ™) Bath P.S.; Mr. K. W, Wilkinson
(** Holland ") North of Englaud P.S.; Mr. Herbert Clark
(* Pony Express'’) Brighton Branch of the J.I’.S.; Mr. G. B.
Caple (*English Penny™) Bath P.S.; Mr. W. Haworth
(** Bordeaux " 1ssue of France) \Weymouth and Portland P.S.

Bronze Medals: Mr. A. S. Allender (“ Swiss Cantonals”)
Liverpool P.S.; Mr. E. Philpot Crowther (** Finland "'} North
of England P.S.; Mr. W. W, Munn (* West Australia”)
Manchester J.P.S.

There are still a few names to be added to the list, as to
which we should like precise particulars from the hon. secre-
taries of the societies concerned —i.e., name of the recipient,
class of medal, title of paper, and the date when the same
was read. We are anxious that there should be no error of
detail in the work of inscribing the medals, and therefore
earnestly ask the Secretaries concerned to write us on the
subject at their early convenience. Medals can now be
delivered within a very few weeks of the requisitions being
received.
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| Rotes on Rew Issues
, and Varicties.

The loan af specimens of new stumps. and copies of official doctments
relating  thereto or to changes in the curvent issues. will be much
appreciated and duly acknowledped.

Tar unnber in parenthesis after the name of a country is that of the issne of
the ' S.C P fn wohich the last reference to that country teas maue.

Belgium (403).—We are informed by Messrs. \Whitfield
King & Co. that the Five and Ten Centimes Charity labels
have been re.issued with the overprint of *“ig11"—
**probably,” our friends add. ** they have not goue off so well
as expected.”

Charity lahels, overprinted 1911,
de., blue-green,
10¢c.. carmine.

Bosnia (306). —Messis. Bright & Son kindly remind us that
our chronicle of the pictorial stamps, and perforation of 10}
i combination with two or more other gauges, is far from
complete; they mention :

1 heller. 20 heller.
3 .. .4 T
6 o, 33 ..

43 heller.

British Solomon Islands (389).—Messrs. \Whitheld
King & Co. shew us a copy of the new Fonr Pence, of design
similar to that of the other values, and printed direct from a
line engraved plate, on vellow Muluple Cr. C.A. paper, and
perf. 14.

Feb,, 1011, - 4d. red on yvellow.

German Colonies, etc. (320).—Messrs. Whitfield King
& Co. inform us that they have received the following stamps
issued for Gernman Muorocen, printed on the watermarked paper,
but with the old spelling in the overprint,

Overprinted = Marocco ',

d0c. on 25 pt., black and orange on yellow.,
t0c. on 30 pf., black and pucple on buff.

Gilbert & Bllice Islands.—Mr. Cliis. R. Robinson very
kindlv informs us that, on the 24th ult,, he received a letter
dated Feb, 25/11, bearing postuark ** Gilbert & Ellice Islands
Protectorate, March 4th. 1911, from the Resident Com.
missioner of Qcean Island, enclosing soine of the latest
stamps belonging to their Protectorate; and he encloses
speciinens of the id. stamp to show the overprint, which is
in thin sans serif capitals. There are seven of these labels,
made up trom Fiji stamps, overprinted “GILBERT & ELLICE
—PROTECTORATE " in two lines, in black, except on the One
Shilling, on which it is in red. The paper is watermarked
multiple Cr. C.A., and the perforation gauges 13.  The Five
Pence, Six P’ence and One Shilling are on chalky.

Overprinted on Fipi,
1 Jan. 1911, 3d., dull green, 24d., ultramarine.
Id., carmince, 5d., purple and vellow green.
2l.. grey. 68d.. purple.
1s. black on green.

Mr. W. H. Earl, under datc of tihe 25th April, also gives us
similar information; and he adds: **but myv Jetter was pre-
paid with what | presume are two 24d. stamps of the
perianent issue, the design ot which is as follows—in two
curved lines at top * GiLsERT & Ernvick IsiLaxps ProTvEC-
TORATE ; * centre, what may be a kind of palin tree, on a
white background; a conventional wavy design up the sides;
and at bottom *2}d. rostace z{d.'; printed all dull blue.
The postmark is dated March 4, 1911."

Permanent issuc : 24d., dull blue.

Great Britain j20h.—"Through the courtesy of * The
Postage Stamp.” we are enabled to chronicle the long-
expected ** Harrison  printing ot at least one ol the values of
the King IZdward series—the Halfpenny. The paper. which
i< supplicd by the Government, is naturally similar to that
used by the late contractors, the perforation still gauges 14,
and the impression seeins indistinguishable from the De La
Rne print: so identical, indeed, is the complete stamp, that
the oniy satisfactory test for the Harrison print is to retain
sufficient of the lower margin of the sheet with the control
whichis A 11.”
cannot say.

We chronicled m our issne for the 1sth April, on the
authoritv of - Oswald Marsh's Weekly Circular ™, plate 150
of the 1863 One Penuy, rose-red, as’ existing imperforate—
evidently it was already known as existing in this condition,
for (so Mr. H. J. Chapman reminds us) we chronicled it in
March, 1902,

That is the worst of * resurrections ""—somebody is sure to
spot them!

.

Whether the One Pennv is vet out. we

Greece (420).—From Ipswich we have received another of
the new stamps; it shows the head of Hermes, copied from a
two drachmai coin issued in Sybrita, Crete, in the fifth
centary, B.C., P.en scie 13}, like the others.

April, i 0L, rose-carmine.

Hungary (jot). —From Me. W,T, Wilson we learn that
the current Five Filler, watermarked with Gibbons type 10,
has just appeared w:th the small pertoration ganging 13.

1911, Wk, Gibbous type 10, Perf. 13,

5., green

India (j190.—My. W, T. Wilson kindly sends us the Three
Pies, King's Head. overprinted for the China Expeditionary
Force, completing, with those already chronicled, the toll set,

Ouverprinted - CEF.

3 pics, prey.

Persia 1j17).—Messrs, Whitticld King & Co. kindly send
us a sct of the new stamps, shewing a full-face portrait of the
vouthful Shah, in an wpright wavy oval frame inscribed in
Persian characters at the top and rosTeEs rexsases below,
sarvounding  this oval, and in a different colonr, is a
rectangular frame, with the value in arabic figures and English
letters in the lower corners, and the native eqnivalent above,
I'he stamps are as regards the outer frame (which s the first
print) apparently surface-printed, but the portrait and oval
{being the second print} are direct from a line-engraved plate.
The paper is white wove, the gum is colourless, and the
perforation is 11X 11,

b chahi, green and orange. 13 chahis, purple and bluc.

2 chahis, red and sepia. 26 Mue and green.

3 ., prey and green. I kran.  blue and rosce.

6 .. arey and rose, 2 krans,  green and maave.
[ R brown and purple. 3., purple and black.
1o . red and brown, 5 ., red and blue.
Sweden (414).— he - Berliner  Brietmarken-Zeitung*'

chronicles anothier of the official stamps in the Arins desipn,

Official. 1., lilwe,

-8
> -

JIr. Gordon Tyee in the (Sity.

( vr friend Mr. G. 3. L. Kiilerby, better known perhiaps to
philatelists nuder his trading name of “ Gordon Lee &
Co."" has recently removed from Stevenage to Sevencaks. and
has now opened city offices at 31 and 32, King \Wilham
Street, E.C., fur the greater convemence of his many clients,
As an auction commission agent the name of ** Gordon
I.ee ™ is well and favourably known to our readeis. His
record of twenty years continnous practice at London stamp
auctions is a remarkable one. Fortnightly readers wishing to
consult Messrs. Gordon l.ee & Co. are cordially invited to
call at the King William Street offices.
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Numerous *' S.C.F.” Medals awarded to philatelists
contributiug meritorious papers to their Societies are noted
elsewhere in this number. A few are yet to be cumipleted,
and we shall be pleased if the hon. secretaries of the
Philatelic Societies concerned will be kind enough to supply
us at once with exact details of any awards that remain to
be delivered—that is to say, name of recipient, class of
medal, title of paper, and date of reading. in every case. It
is with « view to obviating the slightest ervor of detail mn the
inscribing of the medals that we specially desire our friends
the Hon. Secretaries to write us on the snbject.

A Triennial Philatelic Congress, nstead of an
annual gathering as at present, is a suggestion now heing
made. That such a proposal should be mooted at all comes
as somewhat of a shock to the more ardent supporters of the
Congress movement: but evidently there is a twofold douin
in certamn mmds—firstly, as to whether there are enough
cities and towns in the United Kingdom that are strong
enongh, philatelically, to organise a Philatelic Congress ; and,
secondly, as to whether an annnal gathering is really
calculated to be productive of good to the hobby. We
scarcely think it necessary o say that we do not share these
misgivings. 1t is our belief that lnkewarmness is the only
serions danger to the success of the Annual Philatelic
Congress. Al the same time it is important that the
constitution of the Congress should be adjusted upon a more
satisfactory basis than at present if the **Parliament of
Stamp Collectors'” is to become an abiding success.

We claim the indulgence of our readers, by the
way, in respect of the half-promise given in our last editorial
notes to the effect that special attention should be devoted
in this issue to the arrangements for the coming Congress at
Birmingham. \We found that it was impracticable to com-
plete the contemplated article for this number, and have had
to hold it over for publication in our issue of Saturday fort-
night, May 27th.

T he Stamp J/larRet.
By SENEX.

l wo issues of Servian stamps, in mint condition (the arms
type of 1903 and the oblong series of 19o4) seem to have
suddenly become available in greater quantity than hereto-
fore, and in consequence there may possibly be some
pruspect of a slightly cheaper rate obtaining for these sets.
Ot Austrian Jubilees the 5 and 10 kronen seem in good
demand.

Of the Bosnian pictorials of 1yo6, the z0, 30, 35, 40 and
50 heller values are readily obtainable, but the reader will
vbserve one or two gaps in this enumeration, since somne of
the values seem to be less frequently employed than others.

Of Bosnia, 1910, the six lowest denominations seem ac-
cessible, but for the values beyond these a good price obtains.

Current and recent Portugnese stamps are extensively
adverlised on the Continent, either in small sets up to the
25 reis, ur in sets which cover the complete series. Contem-
porary Portuguese Colonials seem also in demand.

The 30 and 60 paras ot Austria Levaut, 1go8, are perhaps
proving a tritfle scarcer than some of the other values.

Bavarian Jnbilee scem to cost a percentage over face in
used condition.

The Bulgariau series of 1g11 will no doubt figure largely
in future lists.

Stamps of the German Foreign Offices scem to have a
popularity on the Continent similar to our own inclination
towards British Colonials.

Of the new stamps of Greece it may be observed that there
is a 25 drachma value.

Persia, 1911, seems an attractive set.

oo . —
> re .

Boming Qvents in Philately.

SOCIETIES' MEETINGS.

May 14l —Herts Philatelic Socicty, at 4, Southampton Row, l.ondon,
W.C. . Amnual Meeting.

May 15th.—=North London Philatelic Society, at 7, Canonbury Square,
London, N.: Annual General Meeting.

181h.— North of England Philatelic Society, in the Y.M.C.A.
lRooms, Blackett St., Newcastle : ** N. & 5. America ', Members.
May 20th. — junior Philatelic Society, at Prince Henry's Council
Chamber, 17, Fleet Street, F.C. @ JAuction . Paper and Display,
“ The Postal Fiscals of Great Britain *", A. B. Creeke, Jun. : Paper
and Display, * German States ', (i Loverius . Paper, ™ Hints to
Users of Fxchange Packets™, D. 5. Darkin tHon. Superintendent
of the Kxchange Hranch).

May 23th.—1sle of Thanet Philatelic Society : ** Frrors and Varieties ™
Abraham Wolfers.

May 25th. —Junior Philatelic Society (Brighton Branch), at The Express
Creamery, 200, Western Koad : Annual General Meeting,

May

AUCTION SALES.
May 13th (last of this season).—Messrs. fHarmer, Rooke & Co., at 69,
Fleet Sireet, F.C.. at 2 p.m.
May 1sth.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 6y, Fleet Street, E.C., at
1-15 p.m,

May 15th to z0th.—3\ Superb Collection of Postage Stamps, at the
Hatel Drouot, y, Rue Drouot, Paris (Room No. 12}, Auctioncer ;
Me. Henri Gabriel, 12, Rue Hypolite lLebas, Paris.  Fxpert:
Mons. Jules Bernichon, 4, Rue Rochambeau, Paris.

May 16th and 17th.—Messrs. Glendining & Co., at 7, Argyll Street,
Regent Street, W.

May 18th and 1gth.—Messrs. Ventom, Bull & Cooper, at the Loudoun
Hotel, Surrey Street, Strand, London, W.C.

May 18th.—Messrs. Harmer, Rovke & Co., at 6, Fleet Street, E.C., at
4.15 p.m.

May zznd (Special Wholesale).—Messrs. Harmer, Rouke & Co., at 69,
Fleet Street, £.C., at 2.30 p.an.

May 22nd.—Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 63,04, Chancery Lane, W.C.

May 23rd and 24th.—Messrs, Puttick & Simpson, at 47, Leicester
Square, London, W.C.

May 25th and 26th. — Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 63/64. Chancery
Lane, W.C.
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@he Apotheosis of the “ Penny Black.”

CELEBRATION OF THE

~ REAT inen are honoured when they are dead—great

stamps when they are demonetised.

Very tardily the philatelic world has awakened to a proper
appreciation of the * Peuny Black™ of Great Britain, the
world's first adhesive postage stamp—a proper appreciation
of its inherent interest as the pioneer postage label as well as
its simple grandeur as a work of art.

I mind the tune when philatelists hankered after only one
sort of “ penny black” of Great Britain. and that was the
variety having the letters ** V.. wn its upper angles. Most
collectors at that date—1 am speaking of twenty-five years
ago, or Inore—were amintions to secure a copy of the
“V.R.,” but the penny black itself. of which the * V.R.” label

SEVENTY-FIRST
FIRST ADHESIVE

BIRTHDAY OF THIE WORLD'S
POSTAGE STAMP.

its kingdom. It has appreciated enormously, in a cold cash
sense of the word, as well as in the heartfelt esteem of the
stamp-lover.

For single specimens of the penny black perhaps the
present-day valuation represents little more than the normal
mcrease in the market-price of a much songht commodity.
It is in pairs —perpendicular pairs, for preference—in strips,
and in blocks of four or more that prices have swollen most
amazingly during recent years.

Strangely enongh, in the light of prevailing notions as to
the respective merits of used and unused specimeuns, it is in
used blocks that the value of the penny black has shown its
upward tendency most conspicuously. It 1s my privilege to

AN -

SAWORS PLATE ™ SPECITMESS I8 Min LEICESTER PAINE™S COLLECTION.

was merely the official harbinger, was looked upon as very
small potatoes except by just a sprinkling of British specialists
who were far-seeing enough to perceive the inevitable boow,
or series of booius, in the stamps of our own country.

Where stands the “V.R.” to-day, and where the * penny
black”? The *V.R.".stamp, one of the “star” lots of the
eighties, is now relegated to its proper place as either an
essay or an official issue, according to individual choice. It
is interesting enough as a curio, and, of course. is still a
valuable acquisition from the point of view of the British
specialist who likes to embroider his collection with objects of
collateral historical significance. But we have long ago
dragged down the ** V.R." from its pedestal of old; we have
agreed that it is not a postage stamp in the sense in which
that term is generally understood by philatelists—that is to
say, a stamp sold to the public over a post-office counter for
the prepaymnent of ordinary mail-matter, So much for the
- V.R.”: and meantime the * penny black” has come into

illustrate in this number of the Fortnightly sume superb used
blocks and strips. Mr. Leicester Paine's piéce de resistance is
a block of eighteen specimens used on the entire envelope.
The valuation placed on this superb piece by its owner is
certainly far in excess of any price that could be reasonably
expected forasimilarunused block, Anotherillustration shows
a fine assemblage of ten * worn plates " —two strips of five—
also in the possession of Mr. Leicester Paine, and on the entire
original cover. Another piece illustrated is the fine square
block of sixteen specimens which was recently advertised for
sale.in the Fortnightly by Messrs. Chas, Nissen & Co., and
very promptly sold by them throngh the medium of this
journal. The price paid for the block by the purchaser, Mr.
Wadham, a very ardent collector of ** ine Luglish,” was a
substantial one, yet by one ot those curious happenings so
frequent in the stamp trade, Messrs. Nissen received, a few
hours after the transaction, a much higher otfer for the bluck
fron another reader of the S.C.F. Mr. Wadham was
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approached with a view to a re.sale to Messrs. Nissen at a
higher fignre, but he was far toe much in love with his
purchase to let it go again, and declined to * take a profit ™
on his bargain. [ ought to add, in justice to this fine block,
that our engraver has done it scant justice. Its actual
condition is really superb.

It would be interesting to know what is the largest block
of used penny blacks extant. [ remnember a block of twenty-
six sold some years ago in London. Can any reader better
this? As regards blocks used on entire 1 have never heard

of anylhing to beat Mr. Leicester Paine’s beautiful ** eighteen,”
which very probably is unique.

As regards unused blocks, the record, I fancy, is held by
the 11g unsevered specimens—a half sheet ail but one—sold
at one of Mr. Hadlow's anctions for £119. Just one pound
Where is that block now, and what does its
A little more than £119, I fancy!

per specimen !
owner ask for it ?

Brock or SixTEeN Pesny Bracks Sowp ny Messker. CHas. Nissen & Co.,
AND Now IN THE CoOLLECTION OF MR. WaDHAM.

THE “PENNY BLACK™ BANQUET.
Although vnable to be present inyself, I understand that
the banquet held on Monday, May 8th, at the Trocadero
Restaurant, principally to hounour the seventy-first birthday
of the penny black stamp, but incidentally to discuss the
question of the projected London Philatelic Exhibition, was
in every way a function worthy of an interesting occasion.
Mr. Fred ]J. Melville was in the chair.

The guest of the evening, Sir Joseph Ward, spoke interest-
ingly and iinpressively on the growth of penny postage and
of New Zealand's part therein. A cable message from New
Zealand was read during the evening anoouncing that the
French Government was very favourably considering the
question of penny postage between France and that Colony.

An interesting figure at the dinner was Mr. Mount Brown,
who, through the Chairman, presented to Lady Ward a copy
of the scarce first edition of his catalogue, and was warmly
thanked for the gift by the wife of the distinguished Colonial
statesman. Among other speakers during a most interesting

and enjoyable evening were Mr. A. Leon Adutt, who proposed
the success of next year's London Philatelic Exhibition, and
Mrs. Fieid, who responded to the toast of *The Ladies ' with
humour and vivacity.

So much for the penny black and its birthday, Surely it

is now up to somebody to put in a word for the twopenny
blue! PERCY C. BISHOP.

FThe Qurrent Stamgs of Fravancore.

By E. W. WETHERELL in the * Philatelic Journal of India.”

I wisH to bring to the notice of collectors a remarkable fact
in connection with two of the values of the current issue
of Travancore.

The values on sale at present are 3 cash, 4 cash, 4, 1, 1
chuckram, z and 4 chuckrams and § on 4 chuckram. In all
cases the sheets consist of 83 stamps arranged in 6 horizontal
rows of 10.

In the case of the § and 4 chuckrams a casual glance will
disclose the fact that there are two varieties of each.

In the 4} chuckram the two top rows differ from the
other four. This however seems quite easy to account for.
I have not seen the Travancore stamps printed (although
that has been the case in the neighbouring State of Cochin
where the stamps are printed from moveable clichés). 1
presume that one of two things happened (both of which
occurred in Cochin).

(1) That the sheets were not of the same size; or

(20 That some clichés got damaged and a few fresh ones
were ordered. | beheve the furmer to be the more probable.

The new clichés were inade from the original die, which
in the interval since the former supply of clichés was acquired
had one or two litile flaws.

The result is that the stainps on the two first rows show
the following peculiarities which are absent on the other four
rows :—

(a) The left foot of the first *“ A" of * TRAVANCORE ' is
prolonged, and is connected with the white oval below it.

(h) There is a dot between the last vernacular letter of
the first word and the first letter of the second word.

Having seen this variation in the case of the 4 chuckram
stamp | thought it very possible that similar varieties would
exist in the other values, so examined entire sheets, Only the
4 chuckram value however shows variation, and in this case
it is not the two upper lines which are new but there are 14
clichés added in all sorts of places thus:—(O=o0ld N=new),

ONONOOOOOOOOOO
OO0OO0OO0OOONNOQOOOOO
ONOOOOOONOOOON
ONOOOOOOONOOON
OO0 O0ONOOONNOC
OO0OO0OOONOOOOOOOO

In this case I believe the new chchés are from a slightly
retouched die, for the letters are smaller and clearer. The
differences are :—

In*“ O the * K’ of ** Chuckrams " is too large. The right
of the * U’ of * Four"” touches the white line above. The
¢ M’ of * chuckrams' slopes slightly to the lef?.

In¢N’the* K'is much smaller, the ‘U "' does not touch
the white line and the * M’ leans over a little to the right.

This last point is sufficient to distinguish the stamps at a
glance.

It is clear from the above that there are two varieties of
two of the values, and that they are somewhat more im-
portant than many minor varieties, as they indicate a period.

it may be noted in conclusion that in all cases there is a
single Jubilee line surrounding the sheets, except in the case
ot the 1 chuckrum where it is double at top, bottom and
right side, and the { chuckhram where it is missing entirely on
left side. A minor variety in the case of the 4chuckram may
be noted, viz., the 5th stanip in the bottom row which shows
no internal curve in the shell.




May 13. 1911,

STAMP COLLECTORS’ FORTNIGHTLY [No. 422). X

S

Bome of the World's

Postal Arrangements.

By Rowt, S0 ArCHER. Jus,

(Paper vead on 16th January, 1911, before the Liverpool Junior
Plrilatelic Socicty 1.

l.\' looking over the pages of a recent publication, [ noticed a

paragraph stating that instructions had buen issned to
Postmasters in the United States of America, to conter with
their local school authorities with a view to adopting the most
effective method of instructing school cluldren, as to the
organization and operatious of the Postal Service. It goes
ofl to say that these instructions shonld cover such features
of the service as the delivery of mails, the classification of
mail matter, &c., and in response | believe that the liveliest
interest has been aroused, the Postmasters personally giving
talks to the pupils and allowing the teachers access to Postal
l.aws, &c.

I merely open my remarks with these words to show the
great importance which is now being attached to the subject
I have chosen for my paper. It is not v purpose this
evening to go very deeply into the internal arrangements of
the various LEnglish and Foreign Post Othces, but rather to
illustrate, in as concise a furm as possible, the adventures of
a letter from the time it is posted till its destination is
reached.

Until 1 commenced compiling material for this paper, [ was
one of many thousands, | suppose, who daily place letters in
the piilar box addressed to all parts of the world, and walk
away content to leave their epistles in the kindly care of the
Post Office, little thinking of the many hands the envelopes
will have to pass through before finally being delivered.

It is impossible in tnis short paper to give even a brief
résumé of the many improvements which have been itro.
duced into our own Post Office since the davs of Jawmes I.,
who constituted an office cailed the ** Office of the Post.
master of England for forcign parts being out of his
dominions,” and since 1635. when by Royal Command a
runmng post was institnted between Edinburgh and l.ondon,
which distance was covered in six days. The year 1656 saw
the establishment of a General Post Office and the real
taking over of the Postal Arrangements by the State. so |
will pass on with this reference to past history, to describe
the journeyvings of iny letter which I will send to Rhodesia,
to one of the many small towns there, for instance, Mazoe.

The letters are collected fromn the pillar-boxes and taken
by the Postmen to the General Post Office, where they are
placed face upwards, and the stamps obliterated by an electric
machine, which stamps at the rate of 6oo envelopes per
minute. Then off they go to the sorters. and are by them
placed in bags and labelled for their destinations as directed
on the envelopes. Our Mazoe letter will be placed in a
bundle which is going to London, where correspondence is
re-sorted and inade up into direct mails for several places in
Rhodesia. This bag then takes a journey in a mail-van
across l.ondon to Waterloo Station, for transport by express
special mail train which runs alongstde the docks at South-
ampton, where a Union Castle Comnpany’s mail steamer is
waiting, ready to leave immediately the mail has been handed
over. After a voyage of 17 days our letter is disembarked
at Cape Town, where the mails are handed over to the
Government Railway Dept. for conveyance by the special
inail train (the Zamhesi Express) to Rhodesia. This train
usually leaves Cape Town on Tuesday mornings and arrives
at Salisbury, 1661 miles distant, four days later. The mails
are taken over by the Post Office at Salisbary immediately on
arrival of the train, and the bags, after being checked with
the way bills, are opened in the presence of two officials who
check all letter bills and extract Registered articles to be
specially dealt with, and then pass on the ordinary letters to
be date-stamped on the back by the native staff. The letters
are then carried in batches to the sorting racks, where

othicers are stationed to sort up the mail into private Post
(thce bhoxes, rented by members of the publie, to the Poste
Kestante, and for outside country stations served from
Salishury.

Out Mazoe letter will be placed among a large number of
others addressed to that place, and, later on the day of
arrival, the bags containing these letters are placed on the
mail coach which will convey them to their destination.

The mail coach is a very strongly built vehicle, ot the same
pattern as was used 100 years ago in this couutry, and is
usnally arranged to carry nine passengers inside and siy
outside in addition to the driver and leader, the mails, and a
verv iscellaneous assortment of baggage.

The coach is drawn by ten mules which are changed
en route, as A rule at intervals of from 10 to 15 mules.
speaking geunerally, 1 believe the roads are fairly goud. but
in the rainy season (from October to April) long delays often
occur to mails owing to the impossibility of fording some of
the larger rivers, which, although nothing but trickling
streams in the dry season, rush down in a torrent after a
storm.

In the rainy season the mails carried by coach are specially
protected by being enclosed in waterproof wrapping.

The letters on arrival at their destination are date-stamped
on the back and sorted into the Poste Restante. Delivery of
mail matter is effected either by handing the same over the
counter to the addiessee or by means of a private post-bag
into which 1s sorted all correspondence tor the owner. The
bag is either carried by a native ronner or is despatched by
coach to be delivered to addressee or his mcssenger en runte.
In some cases the bag is hung up by the coach driver on a
tree stump situated near the road and is collected by the
addressee at a convenient titne,  Such an arrangement is of
course tade by the owner of the bag, who takes all 11:ks
attached to this rather primitive method of distributing the
mails.  Retnrn mails are often dealt with in the same way,
te., the sender hands his private post-bag over to a messenger,
who travels to the nearest point on the coach road and hangs
the bay np in readiness to be picked up by the coach diiver.

In cases where the sender 1s without stamps he encloses a
remittance to the Postmaster of the office at which the hap
is dealt with, sufficient to cover the cost of postage of his
correspondence. The Pastmaster then attaches the necessary
stamps and the articles are dealt with in the ordinary way.

Aund so, my letter is taken a journey lasting uearly a month,
over thousands of miles by boat and rail, land and sea, and
is safely delivered to the addressee at the ecarliest possible
moment.

I do not purpose making any remarks on the working of
our English Post Office, for any member may obtam that from
the Post Othce Guide, but as I have canvassed my friends in
inany parts of the Globe in this connection, I would rather
deal with the Postal Arrangments in foreign lands.

The French system only differs slightly from onr own, the
deliveries being effected in the same way. except that they
are rather irregular, and, during strikes, which are snmewhat
popular there, the soldiers are ultilized to bring round the
letters and parcels. The institution. named m France the
“ Pneumatique,” which is in reality a tube message, and by
means of which letters are delivered within an hour for the
extra payment of 3d.,is a great hoon to business men.

Stamps are obtainable from the 1o centimes-in-the-slot
machines, as well as at the large and well-huilt post offices,
and also at all tobacconists’ shops. Letter boxes are placed
almost on a level with the ground in front of these shops.

The system in Belgium as regards Sunday deliveries is, as
I have no doubt you are aware, a great hoon to the postinen
of that land. 1If it is wished that a letter be delivered on the
Sunday morning, all that is necessary to do is to detach the
small portion at the foot of the Belgian stamps, which. if left
on, gives instructions that the delivery need not be effected
until the Monday morning.

In Germany, postage stamps are sold over the counter of
post offices in the samne manner as in Kngland. Tn the larger
post offices there is usnally a separate window for selling
stamnps, etc., singly or in small quantities, and automatic
machines containing stamps, of several values, and postcards,
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are now being installed in post othces and railway stations.
The postage for local letters and parcels is just half that for
farther distances, viz,, 4d. and 3d. respectively; post cards
were formerly charged at the rate of {d. each, but these now
cost full postage id.

Parcels must bhe accompanied by a ** Paket-Addresse ™ (a
parcel address card). This card is about 6in.Xx4in., of a
yellow tint for inland parcels, and a light grey for foreign
ones. T'he sender must fill in on the card a description of
the packages, and the name and address of the addressee.
On the left hand margin, which is about 1in. wide, and can
afterwards be detached and retained, the sender must 11 n
his own name and address, and he can nse the rest of the
space on the margin for any communication to the addressce.
The stamps in payment of the postage are aflixed to the
address-card, and of course, the parcel itself must bear an
address in the usual manner. | presume the address cards
are to facilitate the work of the post office stali, and to check
the sorting and delivery of the parcels.

Parcels are collected by the poust office at a charge of 1d.
extra.

Amounts up to £3o can be collected against the delivery of
letters, post cards, printed matter, parcels, draits, &c. The
postage rates on such packages are the usual ones, to which
is added a * presentation™ fee of 1d., and a regulated fee for
remitting the aimnount collected to the sender. The address
of such letters or packages must show the words * Collect
Marks . . .. .." (in words and figures) and the letters, &c.,
are only handed to the addressee against payment to the
letter carrier of the amount named.  This systemn known as
the * Cash on Delivery” system, is extensively made use ot
by shop-keepers and others.

With regard to remittances through the post, the sender
fills in a card, similar to the ones used for parcels, and pays iu
the money he wishes to renut at the post olfice against
receipt. The money is then paid out to the addressee at lns
own address by the **money " letter carrier. Such letter
carriers often disburse 3 to £5,000 during one delivery and
are atempting bait for thieves. A favourite method is to
remit a small sum to a false address at the top of a high
tenement house in a quiet strect, wait round a dark corner of
the stairs and try one's Inck with the postman. This is
occasionally successful.  There is a regulated scale of fees
to the post office for their work 1n this connectioun.

Money-orders or postal-orders do not exist in Germany,
but last year a Post-cheque-system was introduced, for which
anyone may open a post-cheque acconnt on application to
the post office,

Iu Berlin district letters and posteards can he forwarded
by the tube-post, the charge bemyg 3id. for letters, and 3d.
for posteards, the letters not weighing more than about -oz.
Such letters arc delivered by special messenger from the
nearest tube oflice to the addressee.

Most of the newspapers can be subscribed to through the
post office.  ‘The charge 1s thett nnch less than the ordinary
postage, under wrapper, would amount to.  For instance, for
the delivery of a newspaper which is published in Bremen
two editions a day, the subscriber is charged by the post
office about gd. a quarter, which amount is collected by the
letter carrier. The newspapers are delivered by the letter
carriers at the same time as the letters.

Within recent years, the postal arrangements of Nussia,
which were very antiquated, have been brought more into
line with those of other countries and [ was rather snrprised
to find their systemn so up to date. [t is not so very long ago
that each district, under the administration of a Governor
General, and called a ** Government,” issued its own stainps,
and had its own designs, so that the improved conditions are
rather remarkable in so large a country.

Facilities for obtaining stamps are greater than in I<ngland,
for in addition to the means of purchase at the post offices
during official hours, they can be bought at most of the shops,
but the dealers charge 1 kopeck (equal to a farthing) profit
on every single stamp sold, even if only of the value of }d.
{which is the rate on postcards sent locally), no licence being
paid to the Government by these dealers.

In St. Petersburg there is the additional facility which has
recently been introduced in several of the large cities of this
conutry for obtaining stamps from automatic machines placed
outside the General Post Office, &c. This is a great con-
venience when the post office is closed, especially on holidays,
ot whicli there are many in the country. This convenience
is about to be extended to most of the large cities and towns
in Russia.

Letters are collected from wall buxes, there being no pillar
buxes, by a postinan who has no access to the letters and
packages, for he takes out of the box one clesed up bag
having an wron bound slit which fits into the siit or mouth of
the wall box, and he replaces this with an empty bag. The
bag contaming the letters is only opened on arrival at the
post office.

Delivery of letters and parcels is conducted in the same
way as in this country, but more people take advantage of
private boxes at the pust office, the charge for which is ouly
1o{- per anuun, and boxes can be hired for three, six or
twelve months, at 3/-, 6/- and 10/- respectively, for which
each subscriber gets a key and has access to his own box.

IFacilities in the way of transmitting money, either by
pust or telegram, are very simple, the sender pays the
money he requires to transmit at the post office at his
end, and it is paid by the post office to the receiver
at the other end, the receiver being advised by note
from his post office that the money is waiting for him. In
the case of telegraphic transmission the money is taken
round to the receiver. In addition to this there are very
great facilities and conveniences in the way of sending parcels
per post, the cost and expenses for which can be charged
torward. the pnst otlice collecting the amonnt due at the other
end and paving the same to the sender, after advice has been
received of such having heen collected.

Then there is the convenience of obtaining a receipt from
the addresse of any letter received by him, by the payment of
a double postage fee, and by sending the letter registered, the
letter will not be delivered unless the addresse gives a special
receipt tor it which is sent to the addressor by the post office.

In Roumaniu, 1 believe the post office is one of the best
managed Govermment Institutions in the country, probably
for the reason that all officials of other Public institutions are
removed from office with every chavge of Government.

The Roumanian Post Oflice works in sympathy with the
Romganian Custom House, and as there is very heavy
protection practised all letters and parcels are carefully
watched for contraband.

Stamps may be had from the different little tobacco shops
which are distributed all over the towns and which work the
wonopolies on a small connnission.

The letter boxes are small and handy and similar to those
in Russia, in that the postinan does not handle or even see
the letters at all.

Senders of letters and parcels can make charges against
delivery of the same up to about f40. This is rather a
valuable convenience in business, Such letters and parcels
are treated as ¢ Registered " and at destination, the postman
demands payment of what the sender requires agawmst
delivery, and the cash so received is taken to the address of
the sender of the letter or parcel. Thus the Roumanian
Post Othice act as Bankers in the ** cash against documents ™
operations. 1 the money demanded is not paid the letter or
parcel is at owce returned to the sender. The tax n this
connection is very small,

Parcels pay postage according to value as well as to weight,
For a value of £20, 2d. is demanded, and so ou.

The post office runs diligences or carriages between out-of-
the-way villages and the nearest railway station and they
subsidise others, charging a tax per person.

The post office, like that of Germany, also acts asan up-to-
date newspaper agency.

The postal arrangements of the country whose stamps are
su well exhibited before us this evening—namely Italy—are
very similar to those in this country. Small or large red or
green boxes for letters or newspapers respectively take the
place of our letter boxes, and these are emptied in the larger
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towns every twenty minutes. How much truth there is in
this I know not, but I hear that if at any time you have posted
a letter and afterwards regret it, owing to having said some-
thing in it you didn't want to say, &c., &c., you just wait for
the postinan collecting the letters from the box, give him a
tip and vou get back your letter!!

It is inadvisable in Italv to *rexpress” letters if it is
desired to have the same delivered quickly. The expressing
ot letters costs 24d. extra, and the only advaniage that
appears to be gained by it is the money thus obtained by the
Government.  Ardent ltalian lovers, | believe. use this post
extensively.

Stamnps are not sold at the post offices whe:e they accept
telegrams, parcels, etc., but at small ** general " shops, where
they also sell the Government monopolies, tobacco and salt.

For two cents, about the fifth of a penny, a newspaper can
be sent anywhere within the country.

Turning our attention to Spein we find a most antiquated
system in vogue, which, if the bill at present before the
Spanish Parliament goes through, wiil he completely re.
organised, at a cost ot about {300,000.

There is no parcel post in Spain, but books. photographs,
etc., may be sent by book post.  Parcels of uther kinds sent
from England, for example, have to be sent as cargo through

Money cannot be sent through the agency of the Spanish
Post Othce either to or from foreignh countries or from one
part ot Spain to another.  For the purpose of making small
remittances from one place to another in Spain one usnally
avails one's self of a banking institution called the Gire
Mutuo, which has a branch in every town and issues cheques
for a small commission. The Post Office Savings Bank is an
institution quite nnknown in Spain.

Up tillabout two vears ago, the postien were remunerated
on a very original system.  They were paid 5 centimos (ot a
halfpennyy, by the receiver on each letter or postcard,
newspapers being exempted.  Newspapers not unnaturally
went astray very frequently, and it wias wise to let the postiian
know that he conld rely on getting a halfpeuny fee for each
one delivered, in which case the deliverv was assurcd. At
that time the postinen received no salary from the State, and
the job, being so poorly paid. was little sought after, so that
i villages and rural districts one could find postmen whao
were almost ilhterate.  Now the delivery fee 1s abolished,
and the postmen receive a fixed wage from the state. which
has brought a much better class of wen into the service.

There are two wavs of registering letters. simple registra-
tion or registration accompanied by a declaration of value,

the agency of a railway or steamship company.

t To be continned.

| Societies & Clubs.

Becretaries are requested to assist the
Editor by sending in their reports to
reach the Office of the * 8.C.F.” not later
than the 8aturday preceding publication.

Dundee and District Philatelic
Society.

MHon. Sec : Joha W. Christie, 4 Tulideph Road, Dundee.

Tt last mecting of the present season of the abine
Society was held in the Y. M.C.A. Rooms on Lith
April, Mr. David Dickson presiding.

A magnificent display of the stumps of Ceylon was
made by Mr. J. E. Hepinnottom, i.a., Rochdale,

The Secretury reported that the Society had just
concluded what wia the record season g al reapects.
The membership at the end of last season was 3h,
whilst now it stood at 87, due in no small measure to
the indefatigable efforts of the new President. The
work of the Suciety has been of a highly gratifying
nature, and the syllabus has keen carmicd out almost
entirely by the members, and those principally local.
In past years an unduc amount of extrancous assist.
ance had to be called for. The exchange packets
have now heen of so good a character that it has
now heen thought advisable tocontinue to send same
monthly throughout the surmmer months, ~o a8 to
ohviate the necessity of overlupping., sometimes
several packets in a month.

The Treasurer’'s statement showed 3 healthy state
of matters, and the funds dso constitute a record.

The Stamp Collectors’ Fortuightiv was agamn
selected an the only offivial organ of the Sovety,

The office hearers for the season 1911.12 are as
follows :—
Hon, President © Me David Thickson,
Haon. Vice-President @ Mre. 2. M- Intesh,
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer:
Mr. John W. Christie, 4, Tullideph Road, Dundce.
Commattee :

Messrs, J. R.W. Clark. Geo. Marua, Douglas Nicoll,
J. S. Richmaond, P. Rickmann, and H. S, Wallace.
Hon. Labrartan : Mr, B, Buist.

Hon. Auditar : Mr. Fred. David,

Press Correspondent : Mr. Gen. Marun,

Junior Philatelic Soclety.

HBrighton Branch.
Mon, Sec.: J Ireland, 103, Western Road. Move.

MR, RaLrn WebsmonrE, the General Secretary of the
J.P.S.. came to Brighton on April 27th. and gave
display of the stamps of Prussia. Mre. Meud wasin
the chair and there was a gond attendance of mem.
bers. Mr. Wedmore did not read o paper but gave
a remarkably clear and detailed discourse on the
stamps, as he handed them round for inspection,
Pruasio first insued stumps in 1R50.  These bore the
head of King Frederick William IV. and of this
design there were three distinct issues. The Hrst

(IR was engraved o ~tecl. the second 1857), we
are tobd. on wood, with a solid background, the third
(1838 wath o background of crossed hnes The
stamps are verys handsome especrefly the 1R3V assue.
Ol reprmts and irmitations of most of these have
boen made, and Me. Woedmore shoewed entire sheets
of the | and 4 silber-groschen and 6 plenmig salues,
In [R61, when Prussia came under the rufe of King
William 1. of Germany, 3 new series was assued
buaring the German Eagle o white relief. and in IRGF
new values sere issucd sn additson with the frenzer
currcncy for usen thesouthern districts of Germany,
The twa parcel post stamps 10 and 3 silbere gros.
chen - 1ssued in 1865 are umigor 10 that the desien s
prnted on the back of the paper and shows through,
and of this process of munufecture Mre. Woedmeoere
pave aovery mileresting descrmplion. A voeey hearty
vote of thanks was avcorded Mr. Wedmore on the
impatne of Messes, Herbert Clark and 1 Corner-
Spokes.

A resolution, praposed by Mre. Jo 18 Boulton and
seconded by Mro Ireland, was passed that at the
annual meetng, sllofhcees shonld be elected by ballot,

A proposial by Mro Ireland, thur ar each mectsng
study shoulid e made of one countey, in the future.
was also avreced ta

Manchester Junior Philatelic
Society.

Hur. Sec. and Treasurer
Strect. Manchester.

4.8 Miggina, Jr, 7, Green

T $4ed mecting was held at the Desnsgate Hatol.
on April 2th o the absence of the Presdent. the
chair was occupwed by Ve B R ML Albrecht.

The niinutes of the meetiag held on Apeil the inth
were read and passed as coreect. The resignations
of Messrs, Newington, Rowder and Johnston waere
acvepted with regret.

The evening wax devoted to the reading of three
short papees by Messrs. Albrecht. Mubnge, and
Higgins,

The Hrst named dealt with the ** ldeat Form of
Collecting ** and advanced the view that orginal
research wis the iden] method.

Me. Malings gave some interesting and Curicus
detatls of the varetics of callers ut a stamp-dealer’s
shop.

Mr. Hyjuins read a paper. * Unused v. Used.'" and
ventured to eapress that an unused stampoin hrat-
Class condition, as compared with o used one, wasin
an unussailable position.

Mashona Philatelic Society.
MHon. Sk . F Hayne, Salisbury

A MieTing was held at the' ' Posada.”” Sabshury.
by kind permission of Me. Clinton. A set of the
new stamps show g the gash was exhimted by Ar.
Hayne, s the three distinet shades in the 24d wuh
the small dot to the eight of the Queen’s ear. This
vrrar occurs o the stamp which s o the same
pisttion as the gash, vz, Noo 2 in cach sheet. A
bock of lour 13, Rhadesia  surcharyed, imperf.
vertically, was alseo shown. Tivs as the first tume the
imperf. varicty hos been scen with the surcharge.
After a dicussion and some small exchinges, the
mecting broke up It s proposed to form a jumor
branch. ax there are several youny peaple whi are
heen collectors.

Northampton Phitatelic Society.

Hon. See .. W Nichols, 20, Stimpson Avenue,
Northampton.

Tue List ordinary mecting of the Season was held
on Wednesduy. April 26th, when the Hon Secretary,
Me. W Nachols, gave o display of his collection of
British Stamps. This was strongest o the corly
hne-engraved ssnes, of which there were complete
sets of ol the mam varneties, plite numbers, e,
alvo o el showing of the interesting minor
varietics in which these issues abaund. The Lner
issues, officusls ete L were Brly complete, although
none of the standard rinities was indluded. A small
supplement  any wollection of upused was alse
passed round, sacluding oo complete set of the IRKg
Tasue, also the tao ARMY  OFFICLAL ¢rrors.
which are somewhat scarce m maint condition. The
wsiral vote of thanke was accorded on the propasition
of Me W Fox. The President i1Mre. H E Archer).
announced thit the Annwal General Meeting would
be held on Wednesday, May Hith, whach it s Boped
all members will endeavour to attend, as several
important proposals are to be discussed.

North London Philatelic Society.

Han  Sec - C. S Murators, 47,
Navarino Roait, Daiston, N E

The 3%th ordinary mecting was held on Thursday,
Aprid 6th, the charr being occapred by Mr. Alex.
J. Sch

The business of the mecting being 4 competitive
display of the ~tamps of France, six collections
were handed in for competition, the awanl beng
piven to Me. H S Wymer, for & very tine collecnon
comprising unuscd and vsed ~cts of all wwsues, and
ilhvo w very Bac Jot of shades. Susse porforations, and
postmarks, also some fine blocks, strips, etc.

After the award had been made. o vote of thanks
was passed to the judges, Mesers. PoJ0 W Deverel:
and AW Wilgoas,

Mr. 8 Beacham was elected & member of the
Rocnety.

Navarino Mansiona,

North of England Philatelic Society.
Hon. Sec. : Hugh R. Viull, Whitiey Bay, Kirthumberlams,

Mu. T. I Hoew taok the chatr aad there was o good
attendance of members at the mecting on Apeil 2th,
1911,

It was Member<s” Night for * Rritish Colones.
Several catlectinns were shewn and tully discadsed.

At the meeting on May 4th. Mre. WL Cochrane
was 1t the chur and there were 21 members | Pesent.

The mecting was favoured with a display of the
stamps of Great Botain, belonging to Meo )
Krowles, of Wednesbury These were for the
greater part an mint condition and include such items
as o strp of six unused 14 black, o block of wix of
the 14d. 1n the rare hilac-rose shade, a bine copy of
the Hd. OP-PC error and an unused copy of Ten-
pence Otagonal. A block of twelve 2d. blue with
vinded corners drew special attention. There was a
very fine show of surface-printed stamps in pairs
blochs and strips. including twenty £ Queen’s n
mint condition, iend a black of sixteen of the same
stamp used.  Altogether it was a most enjoyable
evening. and the voie of thanhks, proposed by Mr
L. E. Buckell was carried sath acclamuation.
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I Messrs. PLUMRIDGE & Co.'s Sale, India, Telegraphs, 1891, 25 rupees
2 mauve, mint .. 1 4 0
Huctlon Reporls. Feb. 23rd and 24th, 1911. £ sl Ditto, §o rupees carmine, «huu 210 ©
| Kurgedorf, 1861, 14s. yellow 21z 6 | Cemr?! “”c"'f 188, 1d. red and
. o Great Britain, 1840, 2d. blue, a block L e PeTh -, - 280
Signifies Unused. of 4 wnlh red cross postm.trk 410 O British PT\“?; :‘::l"i::q T‘?'?";a rid'“mn‘ 330
I, grev-g AR s. ..
Messrs. GLENDINING & Co.'s Sale, }fi(:.t]('),c?xszr:;\znﬁli'ﬁ?cf’;e:{:—ip of;; ; ]'; g Sierra leone, 1904-05, £1 purple on
Feb. 218t and 22nd, 1911 (continucd). Ditto, Anchor, 10/ grey-green .. T 1o © red, mint r 1o
£ s. d. Ditto, on white, £5 orange .. 2 4 0 N. S, Wales, Telegrdpnq 1871, If,'
Ceylon, 1872-80, perf. 12jX14, 2r. Diuto, Letter sheet,with Dockwra 2/- (overprinted ** specimen'"),
506., 5.G. 101, mint 310 0 Penny Post cancellation 1 o o . _and 4/-, 6/~ and 8-, mint .. 4 0 O
Mafeking, 9oo, 1/- on 6d. and 3(] Levant. July, 1906, the Beyrout Pro- Victoria, 1857, 1~ blue, rouletted 2 6 o
blue, S.G. 14 and 19 2 00 visional, 1 piastreon2d, .. § 5 ©
Lagos, 1go4, 2/0 green and carmine, Naples, 1861, & grano, error in black® 2 2 o | Messrs. YENTOM, BULL & COOPER’S 8ale,
mint . 2 1 0 | Oldenbury, 186, $2., 4g., both* 2 4 u
Divw, 10/- p,l:_en.unl bnm\n mmt 5 7 6 Schluswi; lIn]slci?l, ~|HH50, 1+ deep ! . ?‘a:rCh 2nd and 3"’: 191‘1"
Mauritius, 1548, late Shllcufplalt 1d. Dlue and 2/- decp 1ose, hoth® 5 o | Greant Rritain, 1840, 1d. Llack, "'V R
red, a surip of four . 4 0 o | Straits Settlements, 1807, 1c. sur- N Upper corners, mint 91 o
Sierra Leone, 1903, £1, # mint |\.ur.. 2 4 0 charged zin manuscript, rare 1876, 8d. purple-brown, mint 350
Stetlaland, 1884, 1d. Ted and 2d. on provisional TN 1807, 2/- blue, imperforate, mint 1 4 ©
4d., 5.0 6 e -- 3 3 o | Capeof Goxul Hape, 18()1 Ot ])rl[.,hl 1b§o, 2;- brawn, a pair, mint .. 13 10 0
Argentine, 1858, 4 reales, sepia .. 20 © mauve, mint .. . 1 T w0 1854, 5d. ureen, the variety with
1858, 1 pesa, pale brown .. 2 8B o Ditto, 1/- emerald, mint e 2115 © line ander *d™ instend of
Sept.. 1859, lale impression on Mauritius, Sept., 1891, Two cents on dot. mint .10 0 o
Lluish papur, v, green,a paic 2 12 o 16c., 8.Gi. 118, wilh surcharge Spain, Private Postage Stamp, allowed
B. Columbia, 1807, perf. 14, $1 bl‘*'-‘b" inverted, S.G. 120 .. 312 O to be nsed by the late Senor
mint .. 2z B o | Northern Nigerin, 1900, (0/-, mint .. 2 2 0 C:uf;tcll. 186y, blue, a used
Mexico, 1856, 8 reales claret, mint, a S. Nigeria, 1904, mult CA., 10/, mint 1 o0 o strip of three, centre stamp
pair .. . 2 6 o | Transvaal V.R.[,, 5/- slate, a mint . téte-hiche 4 4 0
New Brunswick, 1351. 1 b'ight blockof 4, one stampbeing the Chin, 18y, 5 dollars on ic. decp
purple = <« 7 7 O variety without stop after V' 7 5 o red, surcharge inverted, mint 4 15 o

Nova Scotia, 1851, 6d. blue, error of
colour, very faintly louched
by postmark . 4

1903, [ Krey- black and ullrd
marine, mint .. .. 1 2 0

Hawaii, 1853, thick white paper, r13c.

red, mint 1 3 ©
Ditto, Imerisiand l’osl,u,e, 1863.
1c. black on grey, S.G.203* 1 5 ©
New Zealand, 1855, white paper, 1d.

Fiji,

dull carmine . .. 4 O O©
1802, Star, rouletted, 1d, ver-
milion, 8.4 54 .. .. 1 16 o

Canada, 1859, 1c. rose, variety on

ribbed paper .. .. 113 O
N. Zealand, nine 1903, 1,- brown-red,

the error Tahae, S.G. 27, a

mint block of 4 .. .. 8 0 o
Tonga, official, G.B.¥. on 1/-, mint.. 1 ¢ o

Messrs. PUTTICK & SIMPSON'S S8ale,
March ist, 1911,

Great Britain, 1840, 1d. intense black,

a strip of four, mint .. 312 0
Hong Kong, 1874, CC., perf. 124, 4c.
grey, mint . .. 317 0

(To he vontinued.)

WANT LIST.
Ceylon, No. & 13, 14, 25, 36, 49. 51, §2, 58,
63-65, 69, 70, 74.76, 87, 90-92, 101.103, 107109, 111, 113,
LIG-128, 128, 125, 126, 130, 182, 137, 139, M43, 147-150,
152, V3R, 163, 165, 167, 186, 197, 201.205, 213, 214, 237,
AR, 244-247. 413, 415, All used, or unused if cheaper.
Please send on approval with lowest quotation.

W. WINDRATH, Zurich, Switzerland,
(Member Stamp-Trade Protection Association.)

5,

of the Subscribers to my well-known 10, NEW ISSUE
SERYICE wrote to me asking whether they would receive the

PROVISIONAL NEW HEBRIDES ON FIJI.

The

““§.0.F.” Philatelic Handbooks.

The remaining 95%,
had supplied them with

Papua, both sets overprints, complete,

New Hebrides, 1st issue,
New Hebrides, 2nd issue,

Levant Provisionals, etc., etc,,

would not fail them in this respect.

All Subscribers to my New Issue Service receive the set

at 10, over actual face value.

Particulars of the Service post free on application.

were confident that the Service that

15 now

Only a few copics remaimn of this Handbook.
advanced to 18., or by post
should be given, as a reprint is impracticable.

Price 1s.;

No. 1. ‘CSIAM,D!

Ry

FRIEED J, MELVILLE.

and the price

18. 1d. An carly order

by post, 1s. 1d.

NEW ISSUES.

From the

No. 2 of the Series is
The Stamps and Postmarks
of Uruguay.

Freach of SIGISMOND JEAN,

:apufa. i«(l" Lr:lm: - e .. Id.
ewioundlan CLI;,. Cl— . .
Bc. 4d., 8c. ad., e, 6d., 10c. 7d., 12¢ 8&l., 15c. 10d. Price 6d. net; post free, 7Z3id.
N. Nigeria, 5d. lilac and green .. . .. 7d.
" 6d. hlac . . e 8d. - NOW READY
. I{- green . .. .. 142 °
. 2/6 blue and red . . 350 ] s 43
Gwalior, Post and Revenue, la. ‘_h’j. 3 BrltISh Honduras.
Sudan, 10p., Star and Crescent ., . .. 2/6 . . :
New Hebrides on Fiji, 4d., 1d., 2d. sctof 3 16 By B. W. H. POOLE.
{Complcte sets not in stock ut present.) Price, 6d_ : by pOSt. 7d.

All above in nmint comdition.

W. H. PECKITT, 47, Strand, London, W.C.

Teiephone: 3204 Gerrard.  Telegrams & Cables : * Peckitt, London."

ADDRESS: The Manager, *S.C.F.,”
63/64, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.
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ONE PENNY.

Philatelists of @To~Day.

XXXVIH,—MISS M. MANNING.
LACE AUX DAMES'

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. 8. Manuning— well-

!
The first thirty-seven of our * Philatelists ot To- | known Rugby people—DMiss Manning's home is not
|

Day "™ have been mere men. [t is high time
that we introduced into the series
a member of the fair sex—now-a-

within reach of

days far more numerously repre-
sented in Philately than at any
former period in the history of
the hobby.

We have great pleasure, there-
fore, in reproducing a portrait of
Miss M. Manning, of Monks
Kirby and Rugby, a young lady
who has long been an enthusiastic
collector, and is proud of her by
no mea.nsincnnsideral)]ephil:uelic '
possessions. Miss Manning has
a fairly large general culle(non,
the pages of which reveal the
feminine touch in their neatness
of arrangement. The subject of
our sketch, indeed, 1s specially
keen on securing specimens in the
mnk of condition, and ¢ philateli-
-ally perfect 7 in every respect.

Like many others who make

* generalism ' their sheet anchor, Misx M. Masyrve,
Miss Manning has her special
fancies in particular countries,

her prime favourites being Great
Britain and the United States of

any important  Piolatelic  Society,

yet she does not induige her
favourite  hobby in  absolute
solitude, She is the fancée of
one whose name 1s well known to
the readers of the Stamp Collec-
tors fortnightlv—Mrv, Fred. W,
Ildwards, who has contributed
to our columns several chatty
papers on his chosen depart-
ment  of Philately, ** Local
Stamps.”

We do not often hear of be-
trothais both parties to which are
equally interested in Philately, so
et us take this opportunity
of heartily congratulating  Ar.
Edwards and the future Mrs.
LEdwards, and wishing them
long  life and happiness as an
*undivided pur ™!

Miss Manning's portrait, we
trust, will not be the last we shall
publish of a lady philatelist. The
ice being bhoken. we hope we
shall be permitted to present to
our readers photographs of many
more of the ladies who are grac-
ing the hobby with their favour,

\merica. Her American collection is specially good, | and who, in no small degree, are helping to give
and contains a range of varieties of which “she is | Philately a position of wider recognition and greater
1astifiably proud. dignity as a home pastime.
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Why are Bolomon Islands Btamps Reglected ?

THE UGLY DUCKILINGS OF PHILATELY.

A LAMENT sy COURTENAY

l HAVE a bit of a bone to pick with Dealers, Collectors, and

the Philatelic World generally, tor the indifference,
amonnting to positive cruelty, with which it has treated some
poor and defenceless friends of mine.

l.aunched on the sea of P’hilately under adverse circam-
stances, through lack ot knowledge on the pait of their
owners and of fine workmanship on that of the designer and
printer, they, with their plain and freckled features, became
objects of opprobrimin from the very first.  Unlike their
fellows of Papua and the chaotic ** Condominiumn™, tiey
were consigned to oblivion by unanimous verdict. And so
ashamed of them were their owners that the bulk were
“igneously " destroyed, when but a portion of their large
number had traversed the Seven Seas.

And, why, forsooth? Becanse their appearance was
against them. Just unagine! Supposing that men intending
to earn an honest livlihood assoldiers, sailors, tinkers, tailors,
lawyers, parsons, clerks or gaolors, ntedicine healers or stamp
dealers, or any other calling in lite, were rejected becanse of
not possessing handsome features! Where would the vast
majority of us be? In the poor house, il there was room, if
not, in the cemetery, starved to death. The idea is
ludicrously absurd.

Well, then, why are the poor British Solomons of 1guy
ostracised ? True, they are catalogued; and the survivors
onght to fecl grateful for the fact. Bul the obligation of
enrolinent in the list of the world’s stamps was performed
grudgingly, as much as to say, * Well, you certainly are our
children, but precions ugly ones. The best thing you can do
is to keep out of our sight and remain in the obscurity your
looks deserve ! "

The ** Australian P’hilatelist ' of October 1g07, thus re-
ferred to them :—*The Stamps of the Solomon Islands:—
Two pages of the July number of * Gibbons Monthly ' are
devuted to a description of minor varieties in sheets of the
various values, which, while enchanting to the extreme
specialist, will not, we are afraid, interest ninety-nine per
cent. of the general collectors.”

The words in the first paragraph of the article, * We wouid
disarm criticisin by premising that we do not consider any of
the varieties we are about to describe to be worthy of mention
s a catalogue ™, tlnow a wet blanket overit, * The cata-
logue's the thing.” Put it in the catalogue and price it—
both used and unused—everyone will rush for it. Leave it
out, and collectors will turn up their noses at it.

In their catalogue, Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Limited, make
the following portentous comment:—* These stamps being
badly produced, mmor varieties may be found, such as
fraction bar omitted, and letters of unequal sizes."

Poor things! 1 pity them. But, is it fair? Is this Phila.
tely ? 1 thought that this cult of ours meant the study of afi
stamps, irrespective of appearance. Are there not numbers
of stamps of early issues, quite unattractive in design and
workmanship, that form the subject of close scrutiny and
many pages of description, and which fetch high prices in the
market ?  Of course there are. Take the receatly discovered
N.S.1V. lithographed 2d. Diadem as an example. Moreover,
do not the errors, and many of the varieties we so eagerly
rush for accur throngh the stamps heing ** badly produced**?

But, * Solomons ™! Oh, no! We won't touch them with
a pitchfork —much less our sacred tweezers! Now, just look
here! Compare one of the mnch vannted Papuans with a
B.S.1. The central design of the latter is not so much
behind that of the former, isit? In the case of worn copies
there is mighty little difference. The lettering and the
figuring, I grant you, leave much to be desired. But, then,
look at the variety! Why, here is an exceptional field for
the sperialist—as great as that of Sydney Views,

SMILH.

If these stamps had been issued forty or filty years ago,
what a rush there wouid have been tor them! But, because
they are ot a new brand and unattractive in appearance, and
aiso because no one appears to have accumulated a stock of
them (1), they are pushed into the background.

Now, just compare their nuimbers and prices, proportion-
ately, with those of Papua, and you will see the situation
popular prejudice regarding stamps produces :—

Papua, 1909-10. BRrRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS.

Still Current. Cat, 1907, Obsolete. Cat.
3d. ... 96,000 2d. to 6d. 45,364 . 6d.
1d. ... 91,800 2d. to 8d. 25,398 . B
2d. ... 90,390 2d. to 4/- 20,641 e 9d.
24d. ... 40,580 1/- to 5;- 12,072 N
6d. ... 33,000 1/« to 2/. 7,853 o 316
- ... 30870 3/- to 10/- 7,291 - 5/-

These numbers were ofhicially supplied to the writer.

The 4d. and 53d. values are omitted because the former is
non-existent iu the B.S.1. and the latter in Papua.

The timme, however, is coming when the Fiji, Solomons and
Shortland, Gilbert and Ellice, and, possibly, the New
Hebrides and Banks groups will have a joint issue instead of
the small printings of to.day. And then my outcast friends
of the Cannibal Islands will be able to lift up their heads and
laugh the scorner in the face, for he will have to pay through
the nose for those coarse little pictures of their ornamented
canoe and harbhour view,

“Oh! Oh!" says a would-be shrewd reader, * this man"
(that’s me) * has a stock of these wretched stamps, and
wants to boom them!*”

That is just what [ would expect from some hyper-critical
and super astute collector. But it so bappens that | possess
mmerely a set, each, of used and unused, and about a dozen
duplicates, all of which T can dispose of at a good profit
to-morrow, if 1 so choose.

No! I awn writingein the interests of Philately. 1 believe
that no one has any considerable stock of the first issne of
Soiomons, They have been fairly divided out among
collectors, which is at it should be. And, some day, the
fortunate owners will find that they possess in a once
despised and forgotten item of their coliection a now
esteemed and exalted treasure!

———— e e P —— — . —— -
@eylon RHiscals and Telegraths.

INFORMATION NEEDED.

Essks. BriogEr & Kav, writing from 71, Fleet Street,
London, E.C,, say :(—

“ We are shortly publishing for the Philatelic Society of
India the work of the late Mr, C. S. Crofton, on * Ceylon
Fiscals and Telegraphs.’” There are a few particulars needed
to complete this important work, and if any readers could
answer any of the following queries it wonld be of great
assistance.

* (1) What Ceylon stamps. postal and fiscal, of 1872.80,
bore the following current numbers in * a rectangle
with the corners scalloped out’ 1, 2, 5, 6, g, 10, 12
to 17 inclusive, 19, 20°?

“(2) Wanted for examination, to complete the arrange-
ment of types, used copies of Ceylon type.set
telegraph provisionals, with last two digits of
control, 4 cents, 0b or g6,

5 cents, 24 or 74,
10 cents, 34 or 847"

If any of our readers can assist, we hope they will do so at

an early date.
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Congress Arrangements.

TENTATIVE PROGRAMME

NOW 1ISSUED.

ARKANGEMENTS FOK a SpPECIAL SoUvENIR STawme.
I.ist oF DELEGATES ELECIED.

’]'HERE now lies before us the *tentative programme” of
the Tlurd Philatelic Congress of (Great Britain, to be
held at the Grand Hotel, Birmingham, from June 7th to
June gth, under the auspices of the Birmingham Philatelic
Society.
We extract from it the arrangements for the three days of
the Congress as follows :—

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7TH, 1911,

Exhibition opens.

(a) First Session of Congress opened by the
Chairman. (b) Report of * Philatelic Terms
Commnittee” as appointed by the Second Phila-
telic Cougress, tu be presented by Major E, B.
Evass, R.A. (¢) Direct Plate Printing in two
colours, with Demonstrations.

2 p.n.
2.30 pan.

5 p.m. Auction in aid of Congress. ]. ]. DakrLow, Esq.
(Hon. Auctioneer).
Buurse opens immediately after couclusion of
Auction.
8 p.m. Reception at Grand Hotel, to be fullowed by a

Sioking Concert.
Thurspay, JuNg S1u,

Exhibition Roum and Bourse opens, and may be
used as rendezvous for Delegates and Philatelists
generally, remaining open till 7 p.n.

Second  Session of Congress.  (a) Report of
“ Forged Stamps Committee ' as appoiuted by
the Second Philatelic Congress, to be presented
bv Major E. B. Evaxs, RA!  (by Linking np of
Societies :  Discussion to be opened by C. ].
PuiLiirs, Eso.

Third Session of Congress. (u«) Colour (Juestion.
to be opened by H. L. Havuax, Es@. (h Resolu-
tion for Triennial Congress, to be wmoved by
Royal Philatelic Society. (¢) Election of a
Permanent Congress Comunittee, to be moved
by F. ReicHENHEIM, Esq.

7 for 7.30 p.n.  Banquet,

0.45 a.m.

11 a.mn.

3 p-a.

Fripay, JUNE gTH.
Visit to Messrs. Cadbury's Model Village of Bournville,
Visit to Warwick Castle, by invitation of the CounTESss ofF
WaRWICK.

l.aTEsT ReErorT oFf THE COMMITTEES.

Councillor G. Johnson, n.a., Hon. Secretary and Treasnrer
of the Congress, 38, Birchfield Road, Birmingham, sends us
the following report to supplement those already published
in the Fortnightly : —

“Since last report several meetings of the various Com-
mittees have been held and everything is now practically
ready for the reception and entertainment of the Delegates
and other visitors.

“ A special Souvenir Stamp will be printed at the Coungress
by direct plate printing in two colours and lithographic im-
pressions will also be presented to the Delegates. A set of
twelve special Postcards will be prepared, each bearing an
impression of the stamp, as well as a photograph, and they
will be sold at 1/. the set.

«“The Postmaster-General is very kindly providing a
Special Postmark for all correspondence posted at the
Congress, and a clerk and postinan will be in attendance
to deal with this portion of the Congress.

“ The following amounts bave been received siuce the last
list was published :—Mr. H. L. Hayman. {4 4=. {additional);

Messrs, F. A. Bellamy. W. Pimm. Scottish P.5., South Wales
P.S., £2 2s. each; Messrs. G. B. Duerst. B. Goodfellow, G,
E. Petty, J. ]J. Knowles, 3. Field, A. V. Tavlor, L. I.. R.
Hausburg, Oxford P.S., £1 1s. each; Mrs. l.ake, Messrs, H.
B, Carslake, F. T. Collier, H. Grindall, \W. Jacoby, 10/6 each
Mr. R. Plant, 5/-.

* Stamps in aid of the Congress have been sent hy Messrs.
C. McNaughtan, C. L. Bagnail, G. Johnson. H. Baruwell,
C. Habhnel, ]J. H. Nettlefold, and S, B. Wildman.

“ Every Case has now been arranged for in the Lxhibition
and it should be very attractive to every one who attends,
The following are only a few of the splendid exhibits:—
The Earl of Crawford's 4d. English. in thirtyv-ive small
frames; Baron A. de Worms' pence Cevion; Mr. M. P.
Castle’s lithographed Trinidads; Mr. .. L. R. Haushurg'’s
400 Sydney Views, and many others, of which a programme
is in course of preparation.”

LisT o DELEGATES ELECTED.

The following Societies have appointed the

Delegates
named to represent them at the Congress:—

The Royal Philutelic Society.—Baron Anthony de Worms,
Messes. ML P Castle, T, WL Hull, L. L. R, Hausburg.

Buath Plidlatelic Socicty.~—Messes, W G Olds, 1. DL Pape.

Birmingham  Philatelic Socicty. —Messrs. F. T, Collicr, H.
Grindali, B. B. Tilley, W. F., Wadams.,

Iristol and Clifton Philatelic Socicty.— Mr. H. Alsop.

Chums Socicty of Stamp Collectors.—Messrs. Perey C. Rishop,
.. S. Goldsmith, Eracst H. Robinson.

City af London Philatelic Society,—Messrs. J. R, Burton, H.
W, Westeott. E. R, Woodward

Derby Philatelic Svedcty.—Muessrs. W HL M,
Frere,

Fiscal Philutelic Socicty.—Messrs. PoJ o Evans, AL B, Kay.

fHerts Phdhatelic Socicty.—Major B, Evans, Messes, W, G Cool,
H. A. Slade, C. R. Sutherland.

Huddersficld Philatelic Socicty.—Messrs, G,
Greenwood

Hull and East Riding DPhilatelic Society . —Messres, R,
Dewing, K. Immencamp

International Philatelic Unfon.—Messes. T, H. Hinton, 7. F.
Lamb, W, E. Lincoln.

Isle of Thanct Philatelic Sociefy.— Messrs. AL L. Adutt, D13,
Armstrong.

Junior Philatelic Soctcty
Ireland. W. Mead.
Juuior Philatelic Socicty of Scotland.—Messes. J. L. Thamas,

H A. Wisc.
Leeds Philutclic Socicty.— Messrs, W, Oxlev, H. Wade,
Leicester Philatelic Society.— Dr. Payne, Messrs, T, B, Widdow-
son. J. Young.
Liverpool Philutelic Socicty.— Messrs, J.

Marsden, 15, H.

Thorp, C. 1L

W.

{Brighton  Branch) —Messes. J.

Hughes, J. H. M.

Savage.
Liverpool Junior DPhilatelic Society.—Messrs. Ho Boon, N.
Clissold.

Manchester Philatelic Socicty.  Messrs, G. B, Puerst, . Stelfox
Gee, B. Goodfellow.

Manchester Juntor Philatelic Society. —Messrs. G L Allen, J.
Steele Higgins, Junre., J. Taylor.

Northampton Philatelic Society.—Mcessrs. Humphrey Bennett,
W Nichols,

North of England Philatelic Socicty.—Messrs. W J. Cochrane,
E. . Crowther, M. H, Horsley.

Oxford Philatelic Society.  Messes. Fo AL Bellamy WL H. Tarrant.

Philatelic Literature Saciety.—Messrs. H Clark, H F. Johnson,

Philatelic Society of India. —Messrs. Wilmot  Corficld, R
Gordon Jones.

Seottish Philatelic Socicty.— Messes. 10 WL Findlater, AL WL
Macgregor,

Sheftield Phitateiic Society.—Dr. Maya, Mr. C. F. Dalby.

South Wales and Monmonthshire Philatelic Socicty.— Messrs,
G. E. Petty, W, Scott,
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LONDON, MAY

27, IgII.

THE Stamp CoLLEcTORS' FORTNIGHTLY is published on

alternate Saturdays. Henceforth the journal will be
published (on bebalif of the proprietors) by Messrs. Plumridge
& Co., at the Offices, 63 and 64, Chancery Lane, London.

Wa&dj’

Further interesting opinions as to “ The Ildeal
Form of Collecting ™" will appear in our next number, bringing
to a close a most useful and instructive symposinm.

King George's Stamps are to be placed on sale
on Coronation Day, and presumably this may be interpreted
to inean that philatelists will be able 1o secure early supplies
by sitting up till a few minutes after midnight on t.he previous
day, June zist. A good many of our readers will lose their
beauty sleep, and possibly some will be up too late the following
morning to reach their seats on the line of route. An exact-
ing thing, a bobby—isn't it ?

One of our Advertisers has a grievance against the
Fortnightly. He received so many replies to a small notice
in our isstie of April 15th that he couid only supply about a
tenth of themn with the stamps required. Being a courteous
soul he sent letters of regret to all the disappuinted ones,
and now complains that the postage has eaten up all his
profit on the transaction. How difficult it is to please every-
body.

Aynother Advertiser has received no replies at all,
owing to address in his advertisement being misprinted. This
is a matter we can perhaps remedy here and now by stating
that Mr. Henry Clapham's address is South Lodge, Forest
Hail, Northumberland, and not “Ford Hall" as printed.
Mr. Clapham wants Gambian stamps of the embossed issues.

The realisation of deceased philatelists’ collec-
tions, a question first debated in the columns of the
#§.C.F.” some years ago, and afterwards discussed at the
First Philatelic Congress at Manchester, has now been taken
up by another important society—the Liverpool. Mr. J. H.
M. Savage has kindly sent us a full draft of certain new
rules of the L..P.S. governinyg the propoused operations of the
special ** Collections Commiittee " of the Society appointed
*to undertake the disposal of the collections of deceased
members.” This Collections Coinmittee will consist of three
members, one of that number being the President of the
Society, and the other two being elected at the Annual
Meeting of the Society. Rule 37 dcfines the duties of the
Committee :—

The functions of the Collections Committee shall be to dispose of
such collections of stamps of deceased Members of the Society as
may be entrusted 1o it for the purpose in such manner as it members
may think most desirable and expedient in the interests of the
representatives of such deceased Members.

The rules further provide that the Collections Committee
shall retain out of the proceeds of each collection as remuner-
ation for its services a sum not exceeding 3% of the amount
realised, such sumn being paid over to the funds of the
Society. Finally, in Rule 42, the text is given of a clause
which it is suggested every member of the Liverpool Society
desiring to secure the services of the Collections Committee
on his decease shounld incorporate in his will. We con-
gratulate our friends at Liverpool on having dealt with the
subject in a very able and comprehensive manner, and we
commend the matter to the attention of those philatelic
societies that have not yet provided themselves with the
necessary powers to deal with this rather melancholy, but
cminently nseful, side of a Society's work,

Zhe Stamp Jlarket.

By SeNEX.

Used copies of the soc. Straits Settlements should be on
the narket by this time, even if they have not already
arrived. In view of possible chhanges no doubt the dollar
values will be enquired for.

Recent issues of Bolivia are interesting, the 1909 series is
of course dearer than its predecessor of 1go, yet is should
prove acceptable to the ever increasing army of collectors
of South American stamps.

There may be wisdom in gathering what is lacking in the
sphere of Argentine, 1910, since the series for 1911 is already
anuounced. In this matter of changing issues Iceland may
lay soine claim to one's attention.

A new vaiue which one will have tu get accustomed to is
the 8c. Cuba of 1910; a quotation for this stamp is noticed
for the first time, and the catalogue had to be referred to for
the purpose of identification.

The 4c. Costa Rica, 1910, does not appear to be too plenti-
ful; in this respect it is something like the 3c. Ecuador of
both 1907 and 1guy.

Holland Unpaids are usually a good itemn ; some collectors
love tu count up the stars in the border, and thus determine
the relative value of their purchases.

Fiscally used St. Vincent inay possibly be acceptable
where postally nsed copies cannot be had; these are
occasionally to be met with at a noderate rate. A fiscally
used stamp may fll a gap in the album until such time as a
postally used appears, and is not at all a bad sort of
consolation.

There is a goc. Swiss (type 1., 1909} which is dear; the
3 francs of 1go8, apparently quickly superseded by the same
denowmination of 1909, is also somewhat dear, as also is the
3c. of 1907,

The Bulgarian surcharges of a vear ago have not seemed
so much in evidence lately.

Then there are the new stamps of Chili. An odd copy of
the 15¢. value, just to hand, is seen to be an attractive stamp,
and there are hosts of collectors who make as full a gathering
of this country as they can.

The number of collectors who stop short where the higher
values begin is probably smaller than it used to be, and in
cousequence one would think there should be a gradually
increasing demand for such stamps as the 2§ gulden Holland,
the 1 gulden Dutch Indies, the sol. values of Peru 1904, the
mark values of German Morocco, and all similar.

Not everv collector finds himself able to keep pace with
the full and frequent issues of some countries, but there is no
reason why an attempt should not he inade, and maintained,
to keep pace with the lower values. to make *“sets' which
shail come to a conclusion at the point where undue costli-
ness begins, or inaccessibility forbids. The wants of collec-
tors who follow this method might very well be borne in mind

- O —

Boming Quents in Philately.

June 7th to 9th.—Third Philatelic Congress of Great Britain,
at Birmingham.

AUCTION SALES.

May 2nth.~-Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69, Fleet Street, E.C
at 4.15 pm.

May 3oth and 31st.—Messrs. Glendining & Co., at 7, Argyll Street,
Regent Street, W.

June 1st.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69, Fleet Street, E.C.,
at 4.15 p.m.

June ist and 2nd.—Messrs. Ventom, Bull & Cooper, at the Loudoun
Hotel, Surrey Street, Strand, l.ondon, W.C.

June Bth and gth.—Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 63/64, Chancery

.

Lane, W.C,
June 12th.—Messrs, Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69, Fleet Street, E.C..
at 4.15 p.m.

June 15th. -Messrs, Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 6g, Fleet Street, F.C..
at .15 pom,

Juve tgth and 2oth.—Messrs, Puttick & Simpson, at 47, Leicester
Square, London, W.C.
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Rotes on Rew Issues
and Varicties.

The loan of specimens of new stamps, and copres of official docrmenis
relating thereto or (o changes in the curreni issues, wiil be much
appreciated and duly acknowledged.

The number in parventhesis after the name of a country is that of the issue of
the ** S.C.F." in which the inst refrrence to that country was maue.

Gibraltar (407).—Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. kindly
inform us that they have received the Eight Shillings,
printed in its new colours on multiple chalky paper. and
perforated 14. The plate is still nminber one.

8s., purple and green.

German Colenies (422).—QOur Ipswich friends have
received from German Moroceo the tollowing stamps over-
printed in the latest spelling * Marokko ™, both on the
watermarked paper. They add ** As the 6oc. with the old
spelling on watermarked paper was only issued at the
beginniug of this month, this should prove to be a scarce
stamp.”

Overprinted ** Marokko ™ in black, watermarked Lozenges.

60c. on 50 pf., black and purple on buff.
Ip. on 80 pf., black und carmine on rosc.

Great Britain (422}.—Several of our readers thoughtfully
supply us with details of purchases of the * Harrison *-
printed Halfpenny and Penny stamps.

Although the printing of the new contractors does not
seem quite so good as that of De La KRue, and the gum is
whiter and thinner, we doubt if even an expert could sort
a heap of the two printings into **De La Knes' and
** Harrisons " ; and we think it would be better to avoid all
questions by continuing to collect the lowest two values with
control attached : there could then be no pussible doubt.

Greece (422).—From Ipswich we receive nine more of the
new issue, and we learn fron; some of our contemporaries
that the entire set is out.

We have already given (in No. g03} details of the designs,
method of production, &c., and we now formally append a
full list :—

1 lepton, green, 40 lepta decp blue.
2 lepta. carmine-rose. 3, purple.

3 ,, vermilion. I drachme, ultramarine.
5 ,. light green. 2 drachmai, red.
10 ,, carmne, 2 . carmine.
20 ,, lhlac-grey. 5 " ultramarine.
25 ,. ultramarinc. 10 . blue.
30 ,, carminc. 25 . bluc.

To save reference, we note that the 5, 30 and 50 lepta shew
a full-length Hermes; the 1, 3 and 10 lepta and the 25
drachmai (of large size) that god's head; the z, 20, 25 and 30
lepta, the goddess Iris; and the 1, 2, 3, 5 and 10 drachwmai,
Hermes carrying Arcas.

Indian Native States (408). — Messrs. Whitheid King
& Co., in forwarding us a set of the new Cochin stamps,
write “ A stamp collector residing in this State has kindly
sent us . . . sets of the new issue . . . but as they are not in
full sheets we cannot tell you how many stamps go to a
sheet; there are also no margins on those we received. You
are probably aware that the postinasters in Cochin State are
only allowed to sell the stamps over the counter to personal
applicants and are strictly forbidden to supply any to stamp
dealers, but we hope soon to get a sufficient supply.”

The stamps are of somewhat large size (28mm. X 32mmm.)and
shew a portrait of the Rajah as he appeared on the One
Anna fiscal stamp, chronicled some years ago as a postal.
Above the full-face portrait is a scroll inscribed “ cocuin
ANCHAL "', and above that is the (presminably) native render.
ing; in the lower part, is another scroll with the value in
words and the equivalent in native characters below ; and at

each side of the circle containing the head is the indication
of value in arabic figures, with mystic symbols—including a
conch-shell and an umbrella—above and below.,

I'he stamps are printed direct from line-engraved plates,
on paper watermarked with an Uinbrella—one for each stamp
—and are perforated 14, small holes, by (apparently) a comb-
machine : they were issued in March of this year.

2 pies, brown. 4 pics, green.
3 .. blue 9 ,, carmine-rose.
14 anna, Lilac.

Italy (4131.—Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. have forwarded
us four large labels, issued un the 16th inst., to commemorate
the soth anniversary of the establishment of the Kingdom of
Italy; they are sold at a premiun of five centesimi each,

this extra charge going towards the cost of the fites and
celebrations.

2e., dark brown.
S¢., deep green.

10¢,, rose-carmine.
15¢., deep blue.

Malta (419).—Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. send us a
copy of the Fourpence Halfpenny, in its new colour; and
Messrs. Bright & Son kindlyv inform us that they have already
received it in two distinct shades as under :~—

44d., orange, orange-yellow.

The stamp is printed direct from the plate, on multiple
Crown CA paper, and is peiforated 14.

Portuguese Colonies (421).—Messrs, Whitfield King
and Co. inform uns that they have the following Angola
stainps, with head of Dom Carlos, all

Ouverprinted ** REPUBLICA
100r,, bluc on blue.
115r., brown-red on rose.
130r., sepia on pale yellow.
200r., purple on fiesh.

ZZir.. grey.
dr., arange.
10r., green.

20r., lilac.

25r,, carmine. 400r.
Mir., ultramarine. 500r., black on azure.
75r., brown on yellow,  700r,

The Mozambique Company has also issued similar values
overprinted locally in a type somewhat different from that
used at I.isbon.

Sweden (414).—Another value of the new series, King's
Head design, 1s to hand from Messrs. Whitfield King & Co.:
paper and watermark as for the other values.

3 ire, bluc.
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Bome of the World’s

Postal Arrangements.

By RosT. S. ARCHER, JuUN.

(Paper vead on 16th January, 1911, before the Liverpool Junior
Philatelic Society ).

(Continucd from page 55.)

In the event of a letter, the value of which is declared,
being lost, the sender is supposed to be entitled to recover
the declared value from the State. [But 1 have been told
that in sume cases the process is extremely slow. However,
it is very seldoin that a letter registered in either way is lost
or tammpered with.

Newspapers are carried at an exceedingly small rate, at
about a &th of a penny each, and although the fee to
postimen 1s now offimally abolished, the custom is still
continued in many places, such as in foreign mining
companies, and other large concerns having their businesses
in out-ol-the-way districts, of feeing the postman in order
to ensure correct delivery—a sort of extension of our
Christinas box custon,

Cards, many of them elaborately printed, are in almost
universal use for the intimation of family events, such as
Lirths, deaths and marriages, and these, enclosed in envelopes,
are also subject to the same rates as newspapers.

Leaving Enrope for Western spheres we shall take a
glance at the system practised in Barbados and other
West Indian Islands.

The mails when arriving in the port are usuallv signalled
to the shore by the firing of the ship’s cannon, and flags put
up to indicate the number of bags, a square Hag representing
20 bags and a V shaped flag 10 bags, so that the post office
people can employ a certain number of small boats to carry
saine ashore. There are the usual postinen to deliver the
letters on shore, niggers, of course, who consider themselves
of great hnportance, but not above stopping to chat, or even
look on at a game of cricket. As a rule they wear glasses,
but don't require sawe, ouly it Jooks more important. As
niggers are in the habit of changing their names often, it 1s
no easy matter to find the consignees, and only tune acqnainted
with them, can tell whether a letter for John Brown is really
for John Dangerfield or not. Mails going to ships go out
in the usnal way with a sinall boat hired for the trip only.
With ships carrying only a ship letter mail, the agent for
the company takes the mails and deliver them to the post
office. In all the islands, anything beyond the person’s name,
and that of the town is seldom put on an envelope. People
in business, and others who cousider themselves of -
portance call at the Post Office and wait until the letters are
sorted out. In Venezuelu and U.S. of Colonthia mails go
ashore in the same way, but as to whether they will ever be
delivered or not is quite a different thing-—or letters posted
in either country may never get farther than the Post Office,
as the Government take the chance of opening aud reading
any letter in their hands. Very often 20 to 3o letters (private)
from a ship will be posted in either country and not one ever
reaches its destination. Mail coming on board 1s qnite a
different thing, even if it is only the empty bags being sent
home again. Onpe soldier carries the package, never more
than one, and he has a soldier on each side of him armed and
drawn swords in their hands, neither of themn dressed alike
and perhaps two out of the three barefooted. Yet their
dignity is of the highest order. There seems a great lack of
system. In both conntries when the mail arrives the sorting
of the letters is left in the hands of whoever is there giving a
help, be he merchant, clerk, or street frequenter.

Iu the States bordering on the Gulf of Mexico the system
is more like our own, only every merchant has his private
box, it being the duty of the junior boy to call each morning

for same. Postinen deliver the nails to those who have no
box. They go along like snails in hot weather with only
pants, shirt and hat, and always umbrella up. They like a
yarn on duty and, like the policemen, call in to have a drink
in any saloon. It is common in the Southern States to see
the pillar boxes in the streets with quite a large quantity of
newspapers, &c., heaped up on top with no one to look after
them until the collecting van comes along, but such pillar
boxes are always under cover for fear of rain, etc. It is a
most curions thing to see inside the General Post Office in
an American town—everybody smokes and there are no
“ Mr.s", everyone being called Tom, John, etc. The
stamping of the postmark is all done by machinery—so
many letters are put in the enclosure, they are simply
tightened up and the mnachine set in motion and not one is
missed, the person attending to this machine, while one lot
is being pustmarked, puts the previous lot in their respective
bags, but the speed with which the handwork is done would
give you a pain. All postcards are read, and it is not safe to
send any picture postcards the sorters have not already got,
in any of the places I have named.

In the Northern States of the U.S..1., the postal arrange-
ments are, as is only natural, quite on a par with those of
England. In most of the large towus are established sub-
stations, known as *‘contract stations,” generally located in
drug stores and perhaps a mile apart. These small stations
have all the necessary functions of a large office so far as the
public is concerned.

On a majority of the large railway post office routes city
distributors are employed, ¢.g., a mail train leaving Chicago
to-night would carry a clerk conversant with the carrier
districts of, say, the Detroit post office, and this clerk would
prepare all the Detroit mail in packages for the carriers,
properly labelled, so that delivery mnglht mmediately result
upon the mail reaching the city, and the delay of the time
necessary for distribution af the post office thus avoided.

It is unnecessary for any householder to come to the post
office, or to visit a station, if he desires to register a letter.
Each carrier has a sall registration receipt book always at
hand, and he is prepared to accept for registration matter
handed him at any door, and to give a receipt therefor.

Mail matter showing a special delivery stamp is immedi-
ately delivered upon receipt at the post office, and if the
sender of such a letter desires special delivery service, and
cannot procure a special delivery stamp, he niay secure its
immediate delivery by merely putting on the equivalent
amount (ten cents) in ordinary stamps and endorsing on the
face of the piece of mail matter, * Special Delivery.”

T'here is an incidental feature to this arrangement. If a
person has reason to believe that a particular letter is at the
post office after the regular hours of delivery of mail by
carrier, he or she may secure the delivery specially of such a
letter by agreeing to pav a special delivery messenger the ten
cent fee upon dehivery of the letter at the place of address.
The messenger boy, on his return to the post ofhce, brings
with him the envelope that covered such a letter, purchases
a special delivery stamp, places it on the envelope, cancels
it, and the transaction is closed after record.

In reference to the pnemmatic tnbe system, this is now
being experimented with in several of the offices, and in fact
is in use in Chicago, St. Lonis and New York. However, it
has not yet come to be considered a part of the general
service, althongh I believe this will be only a matter of a
littie time. The employment of this arrangement, permits
mail, for instance, to be placed in the tube at the station and
“ghot " to the central office, aud trom that point distmbuted
to others, and soon. The immense saving of timne indicated
through a system of this kind is at once apparent.

So far as the delivery and collection of mail is concerned,
all carriers collect mail from street receptacles as they deliver.
In a downtown busiuess section there are from thirteen to
sixteen collections daily, and throngh the entire residential
portion of a city the number of collections ranges from four
to six. The letter boxes are attached to the walls or lamp
posts in the streets, and to post a letter in the same, one must
first pull down a metal flap which cevers the opening in the
box. As this flap is pulled down towards the poster it raises
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a sinnlar lid inside, on which the letter is placed. The out-
side flap is released and returns to cover up the slit in the
box, whilst the inside flap falls down and drups theletter into
the box. This serves the double purpose of keeping out rain
and aiso the hands of bad-minded persons.

There is a fairly good system in the large cities of the
States tor despatching mail to, and receiving mail from. the
different full stations of the post oftice. Large, six-cylinder
Olds automobiies are used for this service, and the cars are
specially prepared to meet the needs of the service. They
are pammted in the Government colours, are uniform in
character, etc., and are so speedy that they mayv be held at
the main post office until the very latest possible minute, so
that every piece of matter may be included in the particular
despatch. For instance, the first atternoon despatch from
the main post office in a city to Station * A 7 leaves the main
office at 1.20 p.m. and the mail is deposited 10 Station * A
a distance of 13 miles. at 1.30 p.n.. ten minutes timte. The
number of these stations varies from seveu or ecight in the
cities, to one or two in smaller towns. The stations receive
on an average from eight to nmine despatches per day each,
and the mail is, of course, as frequently returned from them.

In Liverpool, we have two large automobiles for the trans-
port of parcels from here to Manchester and vice versd.
These vehicles leave the General Post Offices at Liverpool
and Manchester each evening at 1o.30 p.m. and arrive at their
destinations about 1 a.m., so that the delivery of parcels in
the two cities can be much expedited by this arrangement.

In the city of Detroit there is a marine service. This
consists of a station located at the foot of First Street, where
six carriers are employed. These men deliver mail to. and
receive mail from, steamers passing through the Detroit
River. This service has grown enormously, and between
200,000 and 300,000 pieces of mail per season are now being
handled. Letters may be registered and money orders
purchased in this service. [t is not necessary for the vessels
to stop at Detroit, as the mails are frequently * canght ™ by
the carrier in his siall boat while passing at full speed. Of
course these marine carriers are expert seamen, and are
particularly chosen on account of their fitness in that
direction. This is perhaps the oniy service of the character
in the world, and in connection with its operation it should
be understood that a greater tonunage passes the foot of
Woodward Ave. in the city of Detroit. than at any other port
in the world.

A system which has been practised in Euvgland for some
time has just been introduced into the United States, viz,,
that of telephoning a letter to a post office, so that the
message wmay be dealt with as a telegram, express, or
ordinary letter.

The American syvstem is perhaps more marvelilous than
our own for the larger distances which will be concerned.
Take the case of a merchant in his office at San Francisco.
He can dictate an nrgent letter Lo his stenographer in the
morning with reasonable certainty that it will catch the first
boat to Europe from New York, which, under this system,
might be the one sailing the atternoon of the same day as
the letter was telephioned from San Francisco. In cases of
urgent transatlantic letters it is estimated that approximately
one week will be saved.

Rural carriers are employed, who traverse the country
roads and deliver mail to the farmers, ctc., and through this
means the farmers and others living in the country are
brought immediately in touch with the business pulse of the
large cities. Theyv are enabled to receive the daily news.
papers. commercial reports, and mail matter of various
descriptions, each day and without delay. There are 41,000
such rural routes in the United States. and the benefit that
accrues through this service is greatly appreciated.

Persons desiring the rural delivery service must erect, at
their own cost, boxes conforming to certain regulations, and
these boxes are penerally attached to the gate post of the
house. l.etters for collection are placed in the box, and
removed by the postman, who replaces them with any he
may have to deliver, giving at the same time a peculiar
whistle to denote his arrival.

{To be concluded. )

T he [deal orm of Sollecting.

k. W, H. Markiam LEE, who has recently taken over the
. office of Hon. Secretary of the Weymouth and Portland
Plilatelic Society, writes :(—

Being a very busy man you will perhaps forgive my tardy
acceptance of your gencrous offer to communicate my ideas on
Stamp Collecting.

Personally, 1 am n agreement with the majority of your
correspondents in the view that - Chacun & son goat ' s the
golden rule for collectors.  For myvself | run a general collection,
an unused collection @ pairs and blocks in a louse-leaf @ another
of adhesives on originals, and a duphicate colleetion for my small
son.  Conscquently hardly anything comes amiss and my pur.
chases are only bounded by the limited supply of money | can
devote to the object. On the other hand, | rule out all Fiscal
Stamps; all stamped stationery —all varicties of paper and per-
foranon. shades, cte.

With regard to modern issues, | colleet no Colonials, used or
unused. above §j-; bueing of the opinion that in these days of cheap
postage, higher values are only of use for Fiscal or Telegraph
purpoxes: and. that their publication under the heading of
Postage and Revenue is a serious menace to Stamp Collecting. in
providing a livelihood for that pernicious individual, the - Stamp
Cleaner,”” and for the sale of - fine used ™ copics. which have
probably never travelled farther outside anything than from the
Post-othice counter to the Post-office safc.

Further letters on this subject, concluding our Symposinm,
will be published in the next Fortnightly.

& — e —

JYew Pubiication.

MEessrs, BRIDGER & Kav's Price Last (1911 of Bruish
Colonials reached me just too late for mmention in the last
S.C.F.. but the delay has given me the opportunity to peruse
its sixty double-column pages of small type. If it were not
already known, a glance at the long list of stamps which my
friends have priced would shew what a fine stock they hold.

The range is very wide. from common stamps at the
humble ha'penny to rarities at double figures—such as British
Guiana 1850 and 1856, early Canadas, ©* Woodblock ' Capes,
fine * pence " Ceylons, Fiji * Times Express,” scarce (ireat
Britain, rare Mauritins. the always popular ** Sydney Views,”
provisional St. Vincents, Turks (1881) and mint Virgins
galore, tu mention only a few old favourites. Ane the prices—
at first [ thought a ten-years old catalogue had been sent me.
they seemed so reasonable; and 1 had to turn up some 1910
stamps 1o make sure T wasn’t ten years younger.,

- A.B.C.

et
P

SIn @ver-fnxious Eorrespondent.

I ne following paragraph, culled from last week's * Postage
Stamp,” is distinctly good :—

“* \We are at all times glad to hear from any reader of this journal.”
The words now often enough by the Editor are really quite true,
but we may be inclined to qualify the **atall times* when, if we
get any more letters like the following '* expressed * from the
Provinces overnight and delivered at our domicile between 4.30 and
5 a.m. after a moderate day's work of, say eighteen hours, anyway.
The letter, from its urgency might have announced some such dire
calamity as the sudden demise of a mother-in-law, but no, it wasa
much greater disaster . —

“*To P.S. LEAGUE,

I sent you &d. for Registratinn fee last Wednesday. Please let me
know by return post whether 1 have been “d"?i“\if' o']r_ not, and oblige
Adress (sic} pp R H—

W T———
¢/o Mr. R. §———

RBurniey. E.xpress Delivery.'

We may assure Mr. J. W. T. or his private secretary K. H. or his

landlord R. S., or the whole trio that we shall be very pleased to

hear from them at all reasonable times, say between eight in the

morning and 2z the next morning, but remember we don't go in for
the day and night saving bill.
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| Societies & Clubs.

8ecretaries are requested to assist the
Editor by sending in their reports to
reach the Office of the *“ 8.C.F.” not later
than the Saturday preceding publication.

Bristol and Clifton Philatelic Society.
Hon. Sec. : Wenry Alsop, Rodney Hall, Filton, near Bristol.

AT the mecting held at the Grand Hotel, on Wednes-
day, Muy 17th, there were present Mr. D M.
McPherson (Vice-President) in the chair. Messrs.
Hurrington, Hopkins, G. H. Boucher, J. H, Reynohts
and Dr. Evans.  The Chuirman stuted that the
Hon, Sec., Mr. H. Alsap, was unable to be present
theough illness, K]

An invitation to attend the meeting having been
sent to the members of the Bath Philatehe Snciety,
there were present Mr. 13, 1). Pope (President),
Messres. G, B, Capel, D, B, Mechan, H. J. Norman,
W. G. Olds, F. G. Warwick tnd W, C. Elwood
(Hon, Sec)

At the special request of the Society, the Muayor
of Buth (T. 13, Silcock, Esy., B.8¢.) accompanied
the party. as he was unable to be present ut the joint
meeting held at Bath in March.

The special display of the evening was West
Indies, many of the members exhibiting fine collec-
tions, including some rare and uncatalogued varieties.

An interesting item in the evemng's programme
was the presentation by the Mayor of Bath of the
Silver Medal (given by the Stamp Collectors
Fortuightly) to Mre. G. B, Capel. for his puper on the
English Penoy, accompanicd with a very fine display.

At the conclusion of the business. Mr. 13, D). Pope
moved, and Mr. W, C. Elwoad seconded, a very
hearty vate of thanks to the Bristol and Clifton
Philatelic Society for their kindness and hospitality,
and to the Mayor of Bath for his presence.

Herts Philatelic Society.
Hon. Secretury : M. A, Siade, ** Kiliaha,™ St, Albans.

THE seventh gencral meeting of the session was held
an April 45th,

Present © Mes. Field, Messra W, G, Cool, R,
Frentzel, W. T. Standen. J. C. Sidebothum, W. AL
Boyes, 12, W. Arnold, J. R. Laing, W. 3. Edwards,
R. A Newton, A J. Sc¢h, H. A, Slade {in the chair),
and une visitor.

The minutes of the meeting held on March 2ixt,
1911, were read, and signed as correct, subject to an
amendment to the effect thut the Vice-President, in
conjunction with the President and the Hon, See..
had accepted an invitation to join the Commiltee of
Honour of the Vienna Exhibition, and also that the
Vice-President, as a member of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Third Philatelic Congress of Greut
Britain, was ex-officio one of the Delegates of the
Herta Philatehic Society.

Printed copies (in Engilish) of the programme of
the Vienna Exhibition were laid on the table, and
distributed. Those members who were not present
but would like copies, should make application to
the Hon. Libraran.

Mr, Humphrey Bennett, 3.1., prescnted six albums
for the Society’s Collection, and the donation was
accepted with thanks.

The Chairmun then preseated, in the name of the
Society. a bouguet to Mrs, Field, as a slight token of
appreciation and estecem. and also in recognition of
the fact that she was the first lady member who had
given a display or who had attended in person; and,
in returning thanks, Mrs. Field mentioned that she
had been 2 member for upwards of eleven yeurs, and
that she had won her frst medul at the Socicty’s
Exhibition at Arundel House in 1902, and that that
success had spurred her on Lo improve and increase
her collection,

Mrs. Field proceeded to pass round the sheets of
her wenderfully complete collection  of  unused
British Colonial stamps. Al the Colomes and
Dependencies were very Nrun&ly represented, and
Cape of Good Hope, Gambia and Gibraltar came in
for special attention and admirution.

Mr. Sidebotham proposed, and Mre. d3oyes secon.
ded, a hearty vote of thunks to Mrs. Field, and
voiced the feeling of the meeting in expressing the
hope that she would find it convenient to visit the
Society on sume future occasion.

International Philatelic Union.

Mon. Sec.: T. H. Minton, 26, Cromford Road, East
Putney, S W.

THe Annual General Meeting and Election of Officers

and Committee for 1911-12, was held at Essex Hall,

W.C., on Thursday, May I1th. Present: J. C.

Sidebotham in the chair, J. E. Josclin, Guy Semple,

A. B Kay, F. F. Lamb. 12, L. Pemberton, A. H. L.
Giles, w.N. W, Schwarte, W, E. Lincoln, and the
Hon. Sce. The report und balunce sheet was
received and adopted subject to aadit, Messes.
G. E. Strong and Guy Semple being appuinted
auditors.  The Hon. Sec. reported with great regret
the deuth of Mr. B. W. Wurhurst, who had been a
muember fur 16 yeurs, and a vote of condolence and
sympathy wus ununimously passed. and directed to
be forwarded to his widow. The resignation of the
office of Ex. Supt.. by Dr. Marx, wus received with
regret, and a vote of thanks and appreciation for the
services rendered by him, for the past 14 years, was
unanimously accorded,  Mr. J. C. Sidebotham was
unanmimousty re-clected President, with the following
list of Officers and Comnuttee : Hon, President—
H. R. OidHeld. Hon. Vice - Presideats —~W. Dorning
Beckton, H. L. Hayman. Major J. de C Laffan, vk,
Vice-Presidents—W. Schwahacher, L. W. Fulcher,
W. Schwarte. Committee A. H. L. Giles. v 5,
A. B. Kuy, F. F Lumb, W. H. Lincoln, P. L.
Pemberton, Guy Semple. 1. W. Wetberell. Hon.
Sec. and Treasurer—T. H. Hinton.  Hon, Exchange
Supt.—J. E. Juselin Hon. Litrarian—W, S JGng.
Hoa. Counterfeit Detector—\W. Hadlow. Hon,
Solicitors—Messrs. Oldfelds.  Displays of twelve
stamps were given by the President, Guy Semple,
J. E. Josehn, and the Hon, Sec. The Committee
will meet on Thuraday, Sept. 7th. to make arranye.
ments for next season.  Offers of displays or papers
will be gladly received meanwhile by the Hon. Sec,

Isle of Thanet Philatelic Society.
Hon. Sec. : D. B. Armstrong, Llanadern, Broadstairs.

AT u meeting of the abuve Sociery, held at {Jueen’s
Mansion, Chftonville, on April Ztth, the splendid
collections of the stamps of St. Vincent and the
‘Furks’ Islunds, formed by Mr. E. J. Heginbottom,
of Rochdale, were 0n view, und were preutly admired
und appreciated by the members, of whom there
was a good attendance.

The President, Me. A, Leon Adutt, and the Hon,
Secretary, Mre. D13 Armstrong (who 15 also one of
the Vice-Presidents), were appointed the Society’s
delegates to the Third Philatelic Congress of Great
ritain, to he held in Birmingham, Juae 7th to Sth.

The question of a public stamp auction, under the
auspices of the Society, was deferred until next
seuson.

Johannesburg United Philatelic

Society.
The Mon. Bec., P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg, S.A.

THERE wus 4 lurge attendance at the meeting of the
Johanneshurg United Philatelic Society on Apnil
1ith. The election of Me. W. Raffalovich was con-
tirmed. Mr. J. R. Cellurius, Aberdeen, C.C.. pre.
sented to the society™s collections a forgery and
some curing, and Miss L. Rose, Port Alfred. C.C.,
showed some freaks and " errors ' of the V.R.1. and
E.R.1. Transvaal issues. Mre, Farrow showed a
copy of the current 4d. Cape doubly printed, and
Mr. A. J. Cohen a used copy, on a pece of the
ariginal  envelope, of the * Bechuanalund  DPro.
tectarate ' overprinted on Transvaal 6d, The last
exhihit, and a letter read hy Mr. Schofield, seem to
get finatly at rest all doubt as to ats real postal
stutux,  Mr. Scholield also  exhibited an  cntire
registercd envelope franked solely by the same
mabligned stamp.  Mre. Henderson read o paper on
* Bock.collecting.”  Twn Colonies. Gold Couast and
Antigua, had been set down for exhibition.  Messes.
Ansell and A. . Cohen gave very fine displays of
both, while Messrs. W, P. Cohen and Hendurson
showed good collections of Gold Coast only.

Liverpool Junior Philatelic Society.

MHon. Sec. : Robt. S. Archer, Jun., Clifton Muuse, Clifton
Peark, Birkenhead.

AsoTnEr successful scason has  pust drawn to a
close. successful not only from u financial point of
view, but also in the keener interest evinced by the
Juniors and the better attendance and competition
by them at the Society's Meetings.

The last four papers dehivered have all been of high
excellence and instruction, Mre. H. \W. Greenwaond’s
puper on ** Colour and Colour Changes ™ being given
on the 13th February.,  The lecturer dealt  with
chemical action on the colour of stamps, showing
reveral interesting examples. He atrongly advocated
the publication of a standard colour chart for
philateliats.

At the next mecting, Mr. Newman Clissold gave a
discourse on the ** Colonial lssues of 1910, illustra.
ting his remarks with specimens of all the latest
Colonial isues of 1910 up to 5/- in mint condition.
Rach iasue was commented on, and any special points
were made clear to the Juniors. Thelatter issues of
Great Britain, which were down for exhibition in
the competition, were well exhibited hy several
members, Mrs. Burton scoring top marks.

Mr. . A. Fletcher's miper, entitled ** Philatelic
Notes,” dealt with the lighter side of philately and
the numerous anecdotes related caused much amuse-

ment.  The stumps of Canada were displayed at this
mecting, the exhibits being of high ment.

* Biographical Notes on the U.S.A, Stamps,™ was
the title of Me. A, W. Brown's paper. Taking the
portraits on the various issues of U.S. A, alphabet)-
cally, Mr. Brown gave a brief dercription of the life
of each personage. giving reasons why their portraits
should appeur on the stamps

The Annual Meeting of the Society was held on
May Ist, Mr. Savage presiding over about 25
members.

The Hon. Secretary. Mr. R. A. Mannings, made a
very satisfactory report, in which he stated that
there were now. after deducting resignations, etc.,
1240 members on the roll of the Society ; there had
been an averagte attendunce at the meetings of 17
and the competitions, though still not well putronised,
had been more keenly contested and by more com-
petitors than on any previous occasion,

The statement of accounts was next given atten-
uon, and passed. The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. R. S.
Archer. Jun_. in his report, showed that the cash in
hand now stands at nearly £10. while £4 is to be
added to this from sales on the exchange packets.

Mr. 8. Pearn, Hon. Exchange Secretary. re-
ported that the packets were being well upheld by the
members, nut only by sending in sheets, but by pur.
chusing from the packets, over 5000 stamps having
been bought from the last eight packets.

After the election of officers, vne or two alterations
In rules were discussed, and a proposition is now
afoot to elect two Vice-Presidents for the coming
season.

In the essay competition. essays not exceeding
LANM words on any philatelic subject, to be sent in by
members under a nom de plunre, Mr. F. 8. Chilcort
was voted first for his paper on ‘- Stamp Designs,”
Mr. R. S. Archer, Jun., heing second with ** \What
is a Postage Stamp ***

Mrs. Burton carried off the first prize in the
ruaning exhibition of stamps competition.

Northampton Philatelic Society.

Hon. Sec.: W. Nichals, 70, Stimpson Avenue,
Northampton.

Tue Aonual General Meeting wus held at 41, Mare-
fair. un Wednesday, May 1th, the President (Me,
H. E. Archer), presiding over a good attendance.

The Hon. Secretury read his report in which it
wug stuted that the total membership is now 37, an
increase of six us comparced with the previous season.
The Knancial position was also sausfactory, a sub-
stantizl balance being shown as on hand.  Good
progress is being made with the Library. which now
camprises nearly 30 hound volumes of Philatelic
Literature, also a number of unbound magazines.

It was decided to furm a collection of Forgeries
for reference jurposes, and the President kindly
offered to undertake the arrangement and writing up
of these.

A lung digcussion took place a3 to the meetings for
next Season, and it was decided that these should be
held monthly from October te May inclusive on the
firut Wednesday in each month. A programme will,
of course. be issued as usual, and the Secretary was
asked to arrange for cach member to have a notice
of each mecting for the future, which it is hoped will
result in a4 much larger attendance. Several new
rules wery passed in regard to the Exchaoge Section,
with a view to faciitating the circutation of the
Packet. These will come into operation next seasan
and due notice of same will be given to the members.

Noalteration was made in the General Rules nor
in the subscription which remains at 3/- for Local and
2/6 for Postal Members.

Officers were elected for Season 191112 as follows :

President—Mr. H, E. Archer,
Vice-Presidents -
Mr. H. Bennert, r.roes.n, and Me. J. Jellyman.
Exchange Superintendent —
Mr. B AL Swift, 12, Abingtun Grove, Northampton.
Librarian—
Me. W, C. Vox, 41, Marefair, Northampton,
Auditor—Mr. B. T. Phithps.
Hon. Secy. and Treasurer—
Mr. W. Nichals, 70. Stimpson Avenue, Northampton.
Committee. -

All the ahove and Messrs. Crick, W. B, Shoosmath,

and R. L. Thompson.

Palace Philatelic Exchange Society.
A NerT CLuni.

Sccretary : C. A. Squire Cox,
Anerley, S.E.

Since my last report in No. 421 of the S.C.F. the
January packets have returned from circuit, showing
sales, £27 9 2d. or 14.52°, of total valre of packets.
All sheets {as well as credits where due) have been
forwarded to membera.

Theee packets are circulated monthly and the
summer packets are extremely well supported.
Several new members have recently joined : there
are. however. still a few vacancies for either good
contributors or buyers. A copy of the revised rules
will be sent on application to the Secretary.

3, Seymour Terrace,
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@he €oming Btamps of King George.

()I'R next number is due Coronation week, and by the time

it reaches our readers —it should bhe posted on the
Wednesday on this occasion, owing to the extra holidays—
the new stamps will be due, and (if a post-office can be found
open!) obtainable by enthusiasts.

Copies of those values of the current series which appeared
on the 1st January, 1902, were obtainable by favour for press
purposes, somne ten days previously, in fact, copies were
shown at a meeting of The Royal Philatelic Society on the
2oth December.

Whether the authorities will be equally obliging on this
occasion we cannot say, but we shall try our best to obtain
copies for description, if not for illustration, in time for the
Coronation number ; our readers must perforce **wait and
see,” bearing in mind the old proverb as tu non.cxpectation
obviating a pussible disappuintinent. Personally we have no
idea as to what the designs will comprise, beyond onr
philatelic Sovereign's portrait, and (according to rumour)
some emblematic dolphins and possibly Trafalgar Squnare
lions; but the high position of the aitists leads us to hope
that His Majesty had a really fine series of designs from
which to make the final selection. However, we we not so
sanguine as to expect that everyone will be pleased. and
there is sure to be some adverse criticism, and probably
questions addressed in the House to a worried Postinaster-
General.

Presumably, papers similar to those at present in use will
be employed for the new stamps; and indeed there seems no
occasion to change them.

The perforation, however, is a point which, we beheve. has
received anxious consideration. ltis said there have been
complaints as to the stamps separating too easily in one
direction, and only with tront:le along the cross-lines. Rumour
bas said little except that there will probably be a change,
possibly to a compound of two gauges, neither of which will
correspond with that in use at present. It should be re-
meinbered that the large postage and fiscal stamps were,
prior to the entire manufacture being taken over by the

coutractors, pertorated at Svmerset House, hy a machine
pauging r5h x 15. a s«lection donbtless made for gond reasons,

However, Coronation Day is now not far off, and we shall
soon all be in the position of critics—our columns are open
for expression of opinion.

Various reforms will be introduced simultaneously with the
issue of the new stamps.  First of all, Jetter-cards and thin
post-cards itre to be sold at face : naturally, there has been
some outery by the statiouery trade, but it must be remem-
bered that, previous to 18y, only official pust cards could be
used. Moreover the enormous profits on the materiul, at
present made by the Post Office, cannot be justified.

As a slight set off, the otlicial pust-cards will not in future
be sold in entire sheets, and any printer desinng this con.
ventence must supply the cards for stamping, which will,
however, always be carried out free of expense beyond the
amount of the duty.

There will be a beneficial alteration, also, in the handy
statp booklets. At present they cost 2s. each, which includes
a preminm of jd.: in future, each will contain two shillings’
worth of stamps, the advertisements covering the cost of
manufacture of the booklets,

In the meantime, there seems to be a decided run on
« A 11,” and doubtless the lady-clerks at the post-offices have
been the recipients of many persuasive requests for ** A strip
of three from the bottom row with full margins,” a request
which many will fail to understand, if we may judge {frow our
own experience some months ago. We, when purchasing
some stamps, noticed a sheet of Twopence, on which one of
the side Jubilee-lines had failed to print, and asked the young
lady on the other side of the counter for the side strip. With
a bewitching smile, she tore off the margin and handed it to
us' \What could we do but thank her and depart, more in
sorrow than in anger ?

Meanwhile, don't forget, ye enthusiasts, that there are
four marginal varieties of *“A 117, (1) perforated (2)
imperforate, (3) vertically perf. X horizontally imperf., and (4)
vertically imperf. x horizontally perf.
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What is the Ideal Eorm
of €ollecting ?

CONCLUDING LETTERS OF OUR SYMPOSIUM,

ONE letier received in connection with our popular and

interesting symposium we must take ieave to sumimarise,
since it is of very great length and from time to time travels
outside the field of discussion.

* A Foreigner,” by which pen-name the writer of the letter
desires to be known, advances the proposition that a phila-
telist should not devote more than half his spare time to his
hobby. He urges also that we should collect in a non-
material spirit—that is to say, without any idea of pecuniary
gain. Qur correspondent favours General Collecting as being
the more instructive method. He urges the advautage of
securing specimens of nsed stamps with clear postmarks,
preferably those showing distinctly the year of use in the
case of dated cancellations. Among other things he urges
that * the principal feature of a stamp collection should be
its neatness.”

Some Juniors’ Views.

Qur appeazl to the junior philatelists to contribute their
views to the discussion has brought us a batch of most
interesting letters. Mr. Herbert S. Park, of Stroud, Glos.,
writes : _

1 am only a young collector, and so far | have been collecting
in a rather haphazard manner, getting whatever stamps | can,
provided that the stamps are in good condition.

1 do, however, sometimes attempt to get a sct complete, espec-
ially in Great Britain, Canada, etc., while there are certain
countrics which so far | have avoided altogether.  So my ideal is
to pick and choose just as 1 like, but to specialise, so far as I am
able, in Great Britain and the chief dependencics of the British
Empire.

From a ‘‘Chum ”’ in (Germany.

It will come as news to inany that that large and ever-
growing federation ol young plilatelists, the Chums Society
of Stamp Collectors, has a flourishing branch in Germany,
known as the Hamburg Section, of which Mr. L. C. Sadezky
is the secretary. We now have to thank Mr. Sadezky for the
following letter : —

Seeing in the last number of the S.C.F. that you would also
like to have the opinion of some juniors on your symposium,
allow me to explain to you in a few words what is in my opinion
an ideal form of stamp collecting.

In my opinion there is no way of collecting of which you could
spcak of as the ldeal Form of Stamp Collecting, 1 mcan, which
all philatelists would acknowledge as the ideal form, but | think
that every collector has his own ideal way, and all who have
answered this interesting question have only told us what their
ideal form of stamp collecting is, which 1 shall also.do.

Being a junior with very limited means, but very interested in
stamp collecting, | lately gave up my general collection and now
only collect Great Britain and Colonies, especially the stamps of
King Edward, used and unused, giving a strong preference to the
latter, and in blocks and strips, but do not bother about shades
nor varicties in perforation.

During my stay in Germany | became rather interested in
the stamps of this country, cspecially in those of the old

German States, and had an opportunity to get some very fine
specimens of the Seuth German States, especially of Baden and
Wurtemberg and are now striving hard to complete these
countries. In this colicction of Germany | have howcever taken
the year 1900 as a linit.

A fairly good show of the stamps of Roumania completes my
collection, which, to my means and taste, in an ideal one.

One Country at a Time.

The writer of the next letter, a South Hackney reader,
describes himself as **a junior collector of 16 years of age
and very limnited means.” He writes:—

Having procured a blank album, I turn to a country in the
catalogue (Whithield King's) whose issues are inexpensive, and
collect them. Having completed one country, ! start another,
ignoring all minor varietics, ¢rrors, and shades. [ never attempt
two or more countrics at the same time.

A Representative Collection.

Mr. ]J. Robinson, of Gloucester, writes :—

May I, as a humble member of the largest Society, the C.S.S.C.,
add my small contribution to your symposium.

**What is the Ideal Form of Stamp Collecting? ™

My ideal has always been this :—To acquire at least one speci-
men from every stamp issuing country ; to collect the stamps of
a series of countries and acquire everything 1 can, shades, perfs.,
errors, etc.

To my mind it is in the hunting for thesc varicties that the
great charm of stamp collecting lies.

Auvother inember of the Chums Society, Mr. B, E. Lawe,
of Herne Hill, defines his ** Ideal Form of Stamp Collecting ¥’
as follows : —

To collect all British Colonials, including watermarks and
perforations, and one copy of each stamp of other countries
(ignoring watermarks and perforations).

I do not believe in buying sets, as it docs away with the best
pleasure. [ believe in exchanging as much as 1 can,

What | should like to sce in the Standard Catalogues is a
biank column beside the numbers so that you could make a mark
to signify that you had got that stamp, or in fact a double column
then you could mark up, used and unused, as I find it a great
trouble now in trying to remember what stamps [ have got.

That is a trouble we have all experienced at one time
or another!

In conclusion we wish most heartily to thank all those
readers who have so kindly responded to our invitation to
express their views on the subject of the Ideal form of Stamp
Collecting. We hope to have the happiness of hearing from
many of them again in connection with our next symposium,
the subject of which will be announced at an early date.

“ HArpotheosis of the Penny Hlach.”

THE L.ArGEST KNownN BLock.

APROPOS of the article on this subject in the Fortnightly,
Mr. H. S. Hodson kindly writes us as follows :—

Mr. Bishop a.sks what has become of the unuscd block of 119
unscvered specimens of penny blacks which sold at one of Mr.
Hadlow's auctions for £119.

Lord Crawford some years ago exhibited some of his stamps
at Woestminster, at the London Exhibition, and amongst them
was a mint half-sheet (one stamp missing) of Plate [. This is
probably the block referred to.

The above block is not however the record, as Lord Crawford
possesses a block of no fewer than 177 stamps of Plate 7.
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Rotes on Kiscals.

By A. B. Kav.

NEW ISSUES AND DISCOVERIES.

Bechuanaland Protectorate. A new type of overprint on
the King Edward Transvaal revenuc stamps has come to hand.
The surcharge is in blue Roman capitals, with larger initial letters.

£5 violet and black. blue overprint in Roman capitals.

British Guiana. /[nlend Revenue. ** Ewen's Weekly Stamp
News ' notifies the issue, in November last, of two values on
multiple CA paper.

82.40 green and purple, wmk. mult. CA, chulky paper.
/3 purple and red . o v

Canada. Albcrta. His Honour Chief Justice Harvey has heen
so good as to furnish information respecting the various issues
for this province The first issue, which is type-set, was described
in the previous number of the ** Bulletin.”®  The list of stamps
should read : —

ist Issue. Type set. Ist October, 1906. (In usc five months.)
Varictics—(u) Wrong fount L to [aw.
(b) Wrong fount E in ONE.
{¢) Ornaments of background misplaced.
20¢. vermilion.  25¢. green. S0¢. green,
25¢. vermilion.  25¢. purple. 75¢. vermilion.
25¢ yellow, 50c. vermilion. 81 vermilion.
All the stamps exist with varicties {(¢) and (¢), and the 8] is
also found with (¢ and ) on the same stamp.

The various colours were intended for different duties, such
as suits, probates, bills of sale, but this idea was not adhered
to and the various colours were used promiscuously.

k. vermilion.
10c. yellow.
10¢c. purple.

2nd lssue.  Lithographed.
13th March, 1907. 1910.
Sc. grey. 25c. red. 5¢. brown.
10c. orange. SUc. green. 10c. alive.
20¢. brown. 75¢. indigo. 20¢, purple.
81 decp blue. 25¢. carmine.
82 brown. S0c. green. %5 black.
83 black. 810 brown.
Ouebee.  Mrs. Qughtred submits copics of the following,
which are in new colours,

L Law Stamp. 84 brown, Justice type, perf 12,
Registration.  $1 red. Beaver type, perf. 12,

3rd Issue.  Engraved.

75¢. purple.
2] blue.
82 blue.
83 brown.

Saskatchewan. It appears there was an carlier issue of
stamps for this province. prior to the engraved set already hsted.
As yet but onc value has been scen. Ftis type-set with ** Sas-
katchewan Law Stamp ' at the top, ** 5¢.”” in the centre, and
* Five Cents ** below, printed in black on paper evidently intended
for the printing of cheques, having a ground with the words
* Dominion of Canada ' continuously repeated in green. The
sheet consists of ten stamps, five horizontal rows of two of two
typces, one with and the other without stop after Sc.

5c. black and green, perf. 12, no wmk.
{a) with stop after c.
(b) without stop after c.

Cape of (Good Hope. Patent and Proprictary. Mr.
Schwabacher has submitted another value belonging to the litho-
graphed series previously chronicled.

4d. lilac and achre.
Revenue. The same gentleman has also shown us an
unlisted value of the King's Head series.
7/6 litac and olive, wmk. Anchor, perf. 14, chalk-surfaced paper.

Fiji. **Ewcn’s Weckly Stamp News ™ reports the issuc on
the 3rd January last of the current postage stamps overprinted
| R| in bluck between two vertical bars,

6d. purple and carmine,  single CA.

1/- green .- muit. .,
5/- grecen and black, single ,,
£1 black and ultramarine ,, .

(ireat Britain. Ireland, General Duty. Mr. O. Marsh

has submitted copics of the new small size serics
2d. blue, Die 2, Shamrocks, wmk. Orbs, peef, 14,
e .. . " " "
Natal. Revenune. Another valuc of the King Edward set is
£10 green and orange, wmk, mult CA, chalk surfaced paper, p. 14

Netherlands. Mr. Schwabacher, at the May meeting of the
Fiscal Socicty, showed an interesting adhesive fiscal stamp issucd
by the Butavian Republic (1795-1806). It is an upright lozenge in

shape printed in black, having I;::‘ in the centre, and the wording
* Vanhandel enweerde Zeglo™ de Objecten ™ in the frame.

Norway. A new type of revenue stamp is now appearing.
The size and design are similar to the 1903 Stempelmaerke issue,
but the centre shicld is pointed. Mr. Schwabacher has shownus :

SU¢. brown, pink and black. perf. 14,

Orange River Colony. The King Edward set is now appear
ing on multiple CA paper, and the following values have been
seen :—

/- grey and black. wmk. mult.

CA, chalk surfaced paper, p. 14,
1/6 blue and green,

" o "
2/-green and grey onyellow . . e
5j- red and green e " .-

Western Australia. Stamp Duty. An unlisted value of
the large upright type. with W A watermark has to be recorded:
7,6 hlac, wmk. W Crown A, perf. 14,

All Communications respecting this column should be addressed to A, B. Kavy.
18, Melrase Gardens, Hammersmith, London, W

Notices of new issues and naovelties in revenue stamps will he welcomed
from correspondents.

—_— et ——

Queen of the Fooit [slands.

Froym The Daily Telegraph obitnary of the 27th May, we
extract the tollowing :
POLYNESIAN QQUEEN.

A Reuter’s telegram  from Wellington, New  Zealand,
reports the death of Makea, Queen of Rarotonga, one of the
principal of the Cook Islands, in the Southern Pacitic.
Makea, who had long been ill, reigned for forty years. These
islands were discovered by Captain Cook in 1777, Forty
years later they were visited by dohn Williams, a native of
Tottenham, ane of the most successful of modern missionaries.
In a remarkably short time Williams induced the natives to
accept Christianty and a mode of civilisation. At their
instance he drew up a code of laws, and while in Ruarotonga
built a ship with the help of the natives. Williams is remem.
bered as the martyr of Ercomanga. in the New Hcebrides,
where he was murdered 1in 1839, For a long period these
islands have been under virtual British rule, which was
represented by a Resident, but in 1901 Cook Islunds became
part of the Dominion of New Zeatand. which possesses
extensive dependencies in the Pacitic. The separate islands
used to enjoy self-government, with a ruling Federal Council,
of which the Arikis. or Kings and Queens, were members,
Queen Makea was the nominal head of the Government.

Queen Makea was well-know to philatelists, having figured
for over seventecn years on many of the Cook Island stamps.

- @ <
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JYew Publication.

W hitfield King & Co.'s List of Philatelic Novelties for June, 1911,

This bandy and up-to.date list of Novelties comes to hand
regularly every month, and always contains mauny interesting
items.

The present number is no exception to the rule, and there
is a large crop of new stamps—Cochins, the new German
« Marokko . the zig-zag roulette Greeks, [taly Commemora-
tives, I.eeward 5/- on yellow paper with many others.

Prices, in most instances, seem very reasonable, and the
philatelist who wishes to get all the new things, shonld
certainly send on the small subscription (6d.) and get this
I.ist regularly. AB.C.
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British Quiana Philatelists will, we hope, achieve
a signal success with their first important philatelic exhibi-
tion, to be opened under the auspices of the British Guiana
Philatelic Society, on October 7th next, in the Carnegie I'ree
Library Hall, Georgetown, The Patron of the Exhibition
will be Sir Frederic M. Hodgson, k.c.m.G., and at the head of
the list of Hon. Presidents are Mr. A. W. Swain, Postinaster-
General of British Guiana and Sir A. [.ucie Smith, Chief
Justice of Trinidad.

“Too many replies’ is again the grievance of one of
our advertisers—this titne Mr. Charles -J. Smith, of Hove,
Sussex. Mr. Smith, however, is keeping a stiff upper lip and
shows every promise of weathering his troubles. 1In the
course of a genial letter, he says:—

I read that one of your advertisers has a gricvance: so also
have [, In your current aumbcer | advertised blocks of 1d. black
and 2d. blue, and the telegrams and letters that have descended
on this poor domictle ! Well, as | also reply to all letters | sec
quite a heavy loss incvitable.  But there! one must learn from
experience. My stock consisted of only one of cach.  Before |
advertise them again | will take care to have them by the dozen,
or as this is only Monday morning, to be fairly sidc they must be
at least in hundreds,

With this number of the ** $.C.F.” we circulate
an inset emanating from Mr. Oswald Marsh, of Hamlet Road,
Norwood, London, S.E. [In the event of any subscriber not
receiving his copy a postcard sent to Mr. Marsh will have
the effect of remedying the omission forthwith.

The Third Philatelic Congress is sitting at the
moment of going to press with this ntninber of the Fortnightly,
and we shall hope to present a full and interesting résnmdé of
the proceedings in our next issue.

Ah Sin as a Stamp Cleaner is no new thing, but
it is on that account perhaps the more satisfactory that the
pigtailed proprietor of a philatelic laundry in Hong Kong has
been laid by the heels and sentenced to three months hard
labour. Some notes on the subject from a Hong Kong reader
of the Fortuightly will be published in our next number.
Meantime, 'ware cleaned Hong Kongs of 50 cents and $1 face
values!

A Buperb Bale of British
Btamps.

A REMARKABLE CATALOGUE rok MESsRS, GLENDINING'S
NEXT AUCTION.

INCLUI)E]) in the next stamp sale to Le held at Messrs.

Glendining's rooms, 7, Argyll Street, Oxford Circus, W.,
on Tuesday and Wednesday next, June 13th aund 14th, wil
be a dazzling array of the real gems of British Philately.

Mint pairs and blocks and strips of 1d. blacks and 2d.
blues are here in plenty, and the condition of these and
other chuice things can be gauged to a nicety frum the fine
plates presented with the catalogue. Practically every
scarce and desirable thing in this departmment of Great
Britain is represented.

Among the embossed stamps the “ black type ™ iteins are
particularly numerous. There are some fine things in the
fourpennies; also deserving of special mention are the * 6d.,
white paper, pale lilac, Gibbons No. 70, a brilliant mint block
of six ", ** 1s. green, mint block of four ™, and * 1s., pale green,
brilliant mint horizontal pair”. The qd. straw, hair
lines, is included, also the gd. straw, plate 3 (mint strip of
three), the 2s. blue (unused pair, 0.g.), the 2s. brown, mint,
and a large number of choice things in the higher values and
later issues.

The official stamps occupy over two pages of the catalogue,
and this departiment bristles with scarce items.

In regard to its stamps of Great Britain this will undoubt-
edly rank as the sale of the season, and as all the British
items we have mentioned are included in the first day's
catalogue we predict a record attendance at the Argyll
Galleries on Tuesday next.

Eight fine plates of the British rarities are supplied,
mmaking the catalogue one that will be kept as an interesting
souvenir and a valuable goide by British specialists. The
sale also embodies a general selection of Eunropean, Asiatic,
American and Colonial issues, embracing many attractive
iems,

- .t P—

Goming Quents in Philately.

PiCNIC.

June 17th.—Manchester Junior Philatelic Society’'s Annual Picnic, to
Castleton, Derbyshire.  Meet at Central Station, 1.30 p.m. for 1.50
train.  Tickets, 3/6 (to include tea) on application to Hon. Sec., 7,
Green Street, Manchester,

AUCTION SALES.

June 12th.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69, Fleet Street, E.C.

june 13th and 13th.—Messrs. Glendining & Co., at 7, Argyll Street,
Regent Street, W.

June isth and toth.—Messrs. Ventom, Bull & Cooper, at the Loudoun
Hotel, Surrey Street, Strand, London, W.C,

June 19th.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Con., at 69, Fleet Street, E.C.

June 19th and 20th.—Messrs, Puttick & Simpson, at 47, Leicester
Square, London, W.C,

June zoth.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69, Fleet Street, E.C.
June 26th.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 6g, Fleet Street, E.C.

June 27th and 28th.—Messrs. Glendining & Co., at 7, Argyll Street.
Repent Street, W.

June 29th and 3oth.—Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 63/64, Chancery
l.ane, W.C.
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Rotes on Bew Issues
and Varicties.

The loan of specimens of mew stamps, and copirs of official dociuments
relating thereto or to changes tn the current isswues. will be much
appreciated and duly ackwnoseledged.

The number in paventhesis after the name of a country is that of the issue of
the ** S.C.F.7 in schich the last reference to that country was maae.

Argentina (321). — According to [eutsche Briefmarken.
Zetung, the quantities printed of the Centenary labels were
as follows :—

dc, 6,030.000, 20c., 725,000
fc., 9,000,000, 24¢., TY5.000.
2¢., $4,000.4000. B0c., 764,000,
3c., 2,450,000, S0c., 615,000,
4., 1,580,000, 1p.. 210,000,
5c., 63,300,000, Ap.. 22.500.
10c., 2.900.000. L0p., 16.4KN,
12c., 7,380,000, 20p.,  12,5H).

Australian Commonwealth (3i1).—Mr. Howard Davis,
of South Melbourne, kindly seuds us the new Penny post.card
with portrait of, presumably, King George. The design is
fair and the printing is good, but the less said about the
likeness the better.

Belgium (422).—According to some of the Countinental
papers, not only have 125000 of the Chanty labels been
overprinted *tgi11”, but 187,500 copies of this rubbish
are to be overprinted * Charleroi, 1911 " tur the exhibition at
that place.

Is it not about time that the definition of a * postage-
stamp *’ should be altered so as to include stamps issued
primarily for postal purposes only ?  The rubbishy labels,
issued to extract coin frum coilectors, might be put in a
different class, as are * postage dues *, ** express " &c., under
some suitably opprobrious description.

Brazil (412).—The following extract from a Rio de Janeiro
newspaper, dated yth May, 1911, has been sent on to us by
our friends at Ipswich :—

It would scem that the attention of Government should be
drawn to the fact that a large stamp Jdealer, carrying on
business in London, in his new catalogue prices the othicial
Brazilian stamps far below the face value.  For instance the
10,000 reis stamp in mint condition can be bought there for
5s., or the equivalent at present exchange of 4,000 reis. Not
only this, but we hear of another instance in London of a
purchaser being offered the full set from 10 reis to 10,000
reis, in mint condition for 3s. the lot?

It looks as though a lucrative business could be done by
buying the stamps in England and having them sent out
here.  In the meantime it would be as well if Government
were to make close inguiries as to how these stamps, in mint
condition, got into the hands of the dealers. There must be
a leakapge somewhere and the sooncr it is stopped the better
for the Exchequer.

Brunei (316).—About twu years ago, the Two Cents was
chronicled 1n the new colours, and Messrs. Whitfield King
and Co. kindly tell us that they have now received a supply.
The stamp was put on sale on the sth April.

2¢., chocolate and black.

Bulgaria (420).—Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co.. 1.td,,
inform the Phulatelic Record that the new stamps were designed
by Bulgarian artists on the spot, engraved by that company
in London, and printed at their branch establishment, the
Officina Calcografica Italiana, at Rome.

Ceylon (309).—Messrs, Whitfield King & Co. send us the
current Two Cents, but in orange instead of orange-brown.
We expected the new stamp, with figures of value, already
chronicled from *speciumen’ copies, by some of our con-
temporaries.

Wmk., Mult. Cr. C.A.
2¢c., orange.

The Postage Stamp gives May, 1911, as the date of issue.

Perf. 14,

Chili (418).—Le Builetin Philatiligue announces that the
picture-gallery series, announced with the Centenary of
Independence set, is to be issued at last.

The denominations, colours, descriptions aud quantities
are to be asfollows :—

lc., green, Christopher Columbus ;) 5,000,000,
2c., red, Valdivia ; 7,500,000,

3c.. brown, Toro Zumbrono; 200,(00.

3c., blue, O’ Higgins 3 20,000, (K,

10c., olive-browan. Freire ; 200,000,

12¢., rose and black. §2into.

153¢., dark green and black, Pricto; HHL0,
20c., blue and black, Manuel Monte ; 2,000,000
Hc., olive-brown and black, Perez ; 150,000,
Sthc., green and black, F. Errazuriz 5 150,000,
Ip., emerald and black. Pinte: 150,000,

2p., vernuhion, Santa Maria ;. 50,000,

Sp., bronze, Balmaceda ; 50,000,

L0p., gold, F. Errizuriz. Jun. ; 50.000.

Costa Rica (421).—In addition to the Two Centasvos
already chronicled, the One Centavo ot the 1goy series has
been sent ns by Messrs. Whitfield King & Co., overprinted
“1g911 " in black. Itis, of course, far cheaper to use up an
old issue, and overprint it now and then with a new date,
than to engrave new dies: and the labels sell just as weli!

Overprinted = 19117 on 1907 stamp.
le., indigo and chestnut,

French Colonies, &c. (420). — The current Fifteen
Centimes (Agricnlture type) has been smicharged * 10" at
the top ot the stamp, the fignres of the original value being
cauncelled by four short horizontal bars—all in black. Paper
and perforation as before. We are indebted to our Ipswich
friends for a copy.

10c. on 13c., blac on toned.

German Colonies (423).— 1o Messrs. Whitfield King
and Co. we are indebted for some further values from
German  Morocco. overprinted  with  the new spelling,

* Marokko* in red on the Three Marks, in black on the
others.,
Overprinted *+ Marokko™ ¢ watcrmarked Lozenges.

d0c., an 25 pf., black and orange on yellow,

A0¢., on 40 pf., black and carming.

1}p.. on 1 mk., carminc.

24p.. on 3 mk , Muc.

6}p..on 5 mk_, lake and black.

Grenada (387).—From {pswich we have the One Shilling,
of the Ship type, m the colours of the Colonial Agents’
schemne,

Challk-surfuced mult., Cr. C A, puper,
Is., hlack on green,

I’«'rf. 11,

Indian Native States (423).—l'rom Messrs. Whitfield
King & Co., we have received a copy ot another value of the
Cochin set:

1 anna, orange-red.

Design, watermark and perfuration are as in the values
aiready chronicled.

Italy (423)—Referring to the four Commemorative labels
chronicled 1 our last number, Mr. Chas. de Grave Sells, in
kindly sending us a set from Kome. says, under date of 22nd
May: )

“The new Commemorative stamps were issued to day, and'l
send you a set at once.

* These, like the two sets of Garibaldi stamps (Palermo and
Naples) are especially issued for the henefit of collectors, and
therefore they charge 5 cents extra for them.

 The carrying value of the four is 32 cents, so that the collector
has to pay 20 cents extra for the set, not a bad percentage of
profit.

* Fhis pleasing arrangement of course keeps them quite select
for the coltector, as the general public, and especially the [talians
do not see the farce of payinu extra, for the privilege of using a
longer stamp than usual.”
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Our friend's letter was franked by one Ten and omne
Fifteen Centesimi, so apparently the Postal Union recognises
these labels.

Messrs. Bright & Son (who also send us a set) tell us that
the Two Centesimi is sold for 5¢., that is a premium of 3c.
only, not 5c. as for the other values.

The stamps are printed in sheets of 100, ten by ten, and
the following quantities were printed :—
Zc., 4,000),000. Sc., 8,000,000.
10¢., 5,000,000, 15¢c., §,000,000.

Montenegro (4:3). — Ewcn's Weekly Stamp News is
“inforimed by Mr. Rudolf Friedl, of Vienna, that the stamps
recently stolen from the Montenegrin Government nnmbered
about 4oo,000, comprising the values z, s, 10, 15, 20, 50 heller,
1 and 5 kronen. It is hoped that owing to the mcomplete
nature of the sets, the offer of thein or a demand for the
missing values may provide clues leading to the detection of
the thieves. Information should bhe sent 1o the Wiener
Polizeidirektion, zu Hinden des Polizei-kommissdrs Herrn
Dr. Weinberger, Vienna.”

Our contemporary adds that the Montenegrin newspaper,
Glas Zrnagorza, states that a reward of 5,000 perpera
labout fzoo] is offered for the detection of the thief and
the recovery of the stamps, which are in the following
proportions :—

2 pa., 55,000 ; 5 pa., 20,000 ; 10 pa., 50,000; 13 pa., 40,000
20 pa., 50,0080 ; 50 pa., 150,005 1 per., 25,000 5 5 per, 20,000,

Panama (407).—Complementary to the issue, with date of
Declaration of Independence, Messrs. Whitfield King & Co.
send us the Half Centavo, printed by the American Bank
Note Co., of New York, and perforated 12.

sc., orange.

Portuguese Colonies (423).—Messrs. Wlhitfield King
and Co. send us a set of five of the provisional stamps for
Portuguese Congo, overprinted on Angola.

In each case the name ** Angola " at the foot of the stamp
is obliterated with a heavy black bar, as is the original value
in the case of the altered stamp, the new value being
surcharged in the lower right-hand corner. The new nane.
“ Congo" is overprinted in ordinary roman capitals at the
top of the stamp, in black.

Our friends add that they believe the overprinting “was
doue locally in the Colony, it will be noticed that the word
+ REPUBLICA ' is in a different type from the overprint on
the Angola stamps " ; it is in red on all these five values.

Angola stamps overprinted * CONGO ™ in black, and
< REPUBLICA ' in red. Dom Curlos series.
2% reis, grey. 10 reis, green.
. orange, 15 reis, dull green.
25r., on 200 reis, purple on fcsh.

South Australia (391).—¥rom Messrs., Whitfield King
& Co., we have the Twopence Halfpenny, on Crown over
* A " paper, comnpleting the set with this watermark.

Wak., Crown over ** A, perf. 12x 114, comb.
24d., indigo.

Tasmania (3420).—Qur Ipswich friends send us the Two
Pence, re-engraved : it is anything but a success, in fact it is
a failure so far as the printing is concerned.

The chief difference, apart from the execution and the
colour, lies in the small ornaments under the value-tablets:
those in the new type have each a small projection on the
inner side, which is practically absent in the old type.

Watermarked, Crown over ** A" {outline capital) sideways.

Perf. 124,
2d., bright mauve.

Turks & Caicos (404).—The Melocactus Farthing stamp,
originally issued in lilac-rose, has now appeared in carmine.

Jd., carmine.

Bome of the World's

Postal Arrangements.

By RosT. S. ARCHER, JUN.

(Paper read on 16th Junuary, 1911, before the Liverpool Junior
Philatelic Sociely ).

{Concluded from page 6G3.)

In the wild west of Canada the mails for outiymng districts
are left at the various railway stations along the C.P.R.
or other line, in charge of the station-master. and letters lie
there until called for, A farmer, whose business brings him
to or past the station, is cotnmissioned by his neighbours in
writing to collect their maii.

As an example of the methods employed to deliver and
collect letters, ete., from islands in the Pacific Ocean, 1
might take the isolated but well-known Pitcairn Islend.
Here the inhabitants. who nuinber 140, get their letters once
a year from a British warship. which sails from Valparaiso,
carrying, in addition to the mail, provisions, clothing, etc.
Letters are taken back by the warship to Valparaiso with
the amount of postage in coin, and the same being duly
delivered into the hands of the Postal Authorities are
forwarded in the usual course.

The little island of Fernando Novonha in the South Atlantic
Ocean, lies in the wayside of the world's cominerce and is
sighted by more ships and visited by fewer than perhaps any
other spot on earth. When a vessel with mails does not call
at the island letters are enclosed in a cask to which a flag is
attached ; this is flung into the sea and left floating until a
boat is despatched froin the solitary island and picks it up,
thus obviating any stoppage of the vessel.

Travelling westwards we arrive at China, and find in the
large towns that, as each nationality has its set boundaries
and section in the limits of the town, so each nationahty has
its own post office in its section, though in a great many
cases the clerks employed are Chinese.

But the Chinese have heen making great strides recently
and one of their schemes is to take over all the foreign post
offices in their Empire, and make the linperial Postal Service
supreme throughout Clima. When this scheme is completed,
I believe, 1t is the intention of China to join the Postal Union
and bring its postal arrangements into line with those of the
more np to date western countries.

There does not seemn to be a very good systemn in vogue in
Gambia (West Africa) and district as | hear that when the
letters arrive at the P.O. from the steamer, there is a general
scramble for them. ‘T'he delivery of up-country letters really
depends on the runner or letter carrier, who is a native; if
he is trustworthy the letters will be delivered in about a week,
if, as Carlyle says, he is ** quite other " then two months,
perhaps never.

With regard to India, as I daresay you are aware, the
Indian parcels are collected in England on Tuesdays, made
up in London and sent by passenger train and boat to
Marseilles. The mails are collected on Fridays. and go by
the P, and Q. steamer from Brindisi to Port Said, from
whence they are transhipped to India.

When the mails arrive at Aden on their way to India, they
are taken charge of by the Indian Postal Authorities, who
sort the letters on hoard the steamer and put them into their
respective bags for delivery. After four or five days, the
mail arrives at Bombay, and is immediately transferred to
the waiting express train, which alsa accommodates the
Punjab passengers. Local letters are taken to the G.P.O.
and delivered in Bombay within two hours after landing.
Parcels are not delivered the same day, as they must first
pass through the hands of the Customs authorities, who
mark on them the amouut due in their estimation. The
parcels are then handed over to the postal pueons or post.
men (who wear a white dhobi, blue coat, red bhelt and blue
puggarees), and these men collect the customs duty which
they hand over to the Revenue Officer.



June 10, 1911.

STAMP COLLECIORS' FORTNIGHTLY ([No. j24].

71

All letters and parcels of any value are at once delivered
by special ** pueims ™ —who are long service men with a good
and reliable record behind them.

My description of the arrangements in Bombay applies to
all towns and cities throughont India,

Before being qualified, all sorters of the Bombay Post Office
must pass an examination in languages. which exanunation
generally comprises English, Gujerati, Maharatti, Goanese,
and Hindu.

Ou the return voyage, the sorters go thirough the same pro.
cess of sorting the FEnglish and foreign letters on the way to
Aden.

In mail trains, the sorters mnst obtain a signature from
every stationmaster and postal authority to whom they
deliver a mail bag. In the northern part’ of India, motor
cars are now coming into use to convey letters to and from
the Garrisons, etc., on the frontier, but in many parts still the
postal runner is employed, of whose usefnl work Kiplng
writes in his poem, *“ The Overland Mail," two verses only ut
which | will quote : —

"t With a jingle of bells as the dusk gathers in,
He turns to the footpath that leads up the hill—
The bags on his back and a cloth round his chin,
And, tucked in his waistbelt, the Post Office bill:
* Despatched on this date, as received by the rail,
Per runner, two bags of the Overland Mail.’

** From aloe to rose oak, from rose oak to fir,
From level to upland, from upland 1o crest,
From rice field to rock-ridge, from rock-ridge to spur,
Fly the soft-sandalled feet, strains the brawny brown chest,
From rail to ravine— to the peak from the vale—
Up, up through the night goes the Overland Mait."”

And now, ladies and gentleinen, I have given you peeps at
the pustal arraugements of some of the mnost interesting of
the world’s countries, and | have no doubt you will agree
with me when [ say that, although in one or two cases, we
might in this land follow the example of some other country,
vet take it all round, no one can blame the post offices of
other nations for keeping their eye fixed un the British Post
Office at St. Martins-le-Grand, whicl is as much perfection
as the brains of the present day postal authorities have been
able to briug it, for the most np-to-date 1deas and for leads
in difficult sitnations.

But, before closing I should just like to refer briefly to a
question, on which I have been asked to say a few words by
various members ot this Society, namely, how is this conntry
repaid for allowing letters, ete., to and trom foreign lands, to
pass through vur post offices on the way to their destinations,
and how do we repay other countries when our mails are
passing through their territories ?

Well, as far as | can find out, a rate for each country has
been fixed, and is hable to alteration, at the anuual meeting
of the Postal Union in Switzerland, so that by this rate can
be determined how much shall be charged per letter by the
various countries for allowing same to pass over the land.
IFor instance, I, in Switzerland, post a letter for New York.
Now, this letter, after leaving the Swiss Post Office, will
travel over French and English railways, and American land
before finally being delivered into the hands of the addressee.
The Postal Union, therefore, decide that, for the work
incurred to the various Postal Authorities in each country
through which the mail passes. a certain charge per letter
will be made. In this case. there are four countries con-
cerned, so 1t might be decided in such a case to give a fourth
of the postage on the letters to the Exchequer of each land.

To ascertain the amount to be handed over annually by
the Government of, say, England, to that of France, there
are two annual counts of letters, one in summer and one in
winter,

At these counts, which are taken at no set date, the entire
mail which is to pass throngh French territory is counted
with feverish haste by postal clerks of the various post
offices, working overtime, if necessary, so that the mail may
not be delayed, and the number of letters on these two
occasions is taken as the average of the summer and winter
posts from England, through France, and the charges made
accordingly to the rates set down by the Postal Union. This
method of arriving at the average varies in other lands only

in details from our own and is about the only practicable
arrangement, to my view, which can be made.

I trust, ladies aud gentlemen, that the few remarks you
have honoured me by listening to so kindly, may have beeu
of service to you, and if, in the future, you should hesitate
for a moment before pusting vour foreign letter and think of
the adventures that same letter will pass through before
being finaliy delivered, aud of the magnificent value you
obtain for your 1d. or 2}d. as the case may be, if you reflect
for a moment, of the number ot persons through whose
hands your letter will pass and to whomn your correspondence
gives employment, and remember some of the poiuts | have
dwelt on in my paper, then, not only will you have more
respect and consideration for the wonderful ways and
mysteries of the inner workings of the post office in the future,
but yon will have repaid me a thousandfold for my trouble in
gathering these facts, ’

Rates for Advertigpl_ents in **S.0.F.”

Paces oFf Two Columns.
For 1 insertion. 6 insevtions. 12 inserifons.

26 iusertions

Whole Page .. £4 o o £3 10 o £3 o o £210 o
Half Page.. .. 2 2 o t15 o 112 6 110 o
Quarter Page . 1z 6 1 1 0 o017 6 01§ o©
One-Fighth Puge o1z 6 o111 o o110 o o 8 o

PaGES OF Turiek CoOLUMNS.

For 1 insestion. 6 insertions. 12 inseriions. 2 (asertions

Whele Columnn ..  f1 10 o £1 5 o £1 2 6 £o 18 6

Half Column .s o017 6 o015 © o12 6 010 ©

Quarter Column ., 010 © o 8 6 o 7 6 o 6 6
SprctaL INCH SPACES (matter unalterable).

12 NSeruons .. . .s .. £1 o o for net cash in advance

26 “ .. . 117 6 “

1" 1"

Insets, £1 per 1000,
Minimum charge for any one advertisement. 6cl.
Unused Colonial or Foreign Stamps are not accepted 1n payment.

WE WANT TO PURCHASE

We are desirous of purchssing for immediate cash all kinds of
stamps, and specially require . . .

ANY COLLECTIONS

whether specialized or general. or dealers’ stocks, as at present we
have several wealthy clients purchasing for investment.

No collection or lot Is too large to purchase outright. Special
arrangements have been made with a client to advance us any large
amount required. and, If necessary, . . .

£10,000 CASH

can be paid at once. We are content to make but small profits on a
quick turnover, and can guarantee that several collections have Iately
been sold to dealers, and by auction, for much less than we should
have been willing to pay (in one case, £1000 net less than our offer
was reallsed..

TO DEALERS.—We are open to make immediate advances ol
capital for important transactions where casl Is required. Selections
of stamps invited.

NEW 1911 PRICE LIST
of British Colonials

FREE ON APPLICATION.

Prices of nearly all Colonials from id. to £350 each.

BRIDGER & KAY, ioioon, rc. .
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| Societies & Clubs.

{Continued from page xiv.)

Swadlincote Philatelic Society.
Hon. 8ec. + W. Oukley, Newhall, Nr. Burton.

THIE Society discussed ** Stamp  Pictures” ut its
meceting in the Library. The President. Mr. F. W,
Edwurds. in exhibiting o framed collection of Asiatic
stamps said that besides the frumed collection of
stamps he had presented 1o the Burton. Derby und
Swadlincote Libraries, he had also made framed ¢ol-
lections ot the stamps of the five continents, Europe,
Asia, Africa, America and Australasia. He remarked
that such pictures were not only heautiful and unique,
but were also sure to ineredse in value yeur by year,

Avondale Stamp Exchange Club.
{Fousnen 1897)
8Sec. : G. Harrington, 139, Redland Road. Bristol.

THe February packet Hnished its round May Zird,
and all credit balances were paid within seven days
as usual. The sales amounted to L£85 7w, 3d., and
some very good stamps changed hands, The packets
now average well over £600) and are despatched
regularly on the Ist or 2ad of the month.  This year,
by peneral request, there is to be no vacation, a
packet leaving every month.  The Secretary spares
no pains to keep the interests of this Club well alive,
and will be glid to send purticulars and rules to
applicants.

— ———tp—

| Auction Reports.

* Signifies Unused.

Messrs. YENTOM,BULL & COOPER’S Sale,

March 2nd and 3rd, 1911 (continucd).
£ s
Straits Settlements, 187982, 10c. on
3oc. claret, 5.G. No. 36, mint 1 5 o

1883, 2¢. on jzc. pale red, 5.G.
No. 63, mint . 1 4 ©

British Fast Africa, 1890-gr, 8a. bru.,hl
blue |mperf , mint 1 © o

Mauritius, 1899 provl., 6¢. in red on
18c. green and ultramarine,
surcharge inverted .. 116 o
Britishh Columbia, 1867, perf. 14, 2c.
brown, 5c. pale red, 1oc. lake,
25¢. yellow, 50c. mauve, and
%1 green, all mnint .. O o o
Confederate States, Biaton  Rouge,
1861, 5¢. carmine and green § o o
Ditto, Memphis, 2zc. blue .. 110 O
Ditto, Petersburg, sc. red ..ot 1y o
Hritish New Guinea, 1st issue, wmk.
vertical, 2/6 black and brown,

mint . 116 o
Fiji Island, :874, I(oman o V K., 2(1
in black on 3d. green .v 415 O

1882, perf. 10X 124, Ocd. rose, mint 1 10 o

New Zealand,. 1855, Star, 2d, blue
imperf. .. .. 2 0 O

1871, Star, perf. 124, 2d. orange,
the retouched variety® .+ 110 ©

Messrs. GLENDINING & Co.'s Sale,
March Tth and 8th, 1911.

Holland, 1867, Die 11, perf. 123 x 12,
soc. gold, S.G. 21, mint , .. 1 4 o
Ditto, Die IL., perf. 104 X 10,,
whlte prlper sc. blue, S.G.

24

1864, Dle Il perf. 14, b]ulsh
paper, zoc. green, S.G. 37* 1 7 o
1872-88, perf. 14, large holes, 25c¢.
lilac, S.G. 82, mint .. 2 2 9
1872-88, perf. 114 X 12, 15¢C.
orange-brown, S.G. 105, mint 1 7 o
Ditto, 124 X 114, 10¢. rose, mint,
uncatalogued variety .. 0 9 ©

Curacoa, t8gs, perf, 13-134, 24c. on
1oc. blue, an uncatalogued
variety

Dutch Indies, 1goti, overprmled ]ava.,
3c. orange, mint and with
overprint inverted, uncata-
logued .. .

Surinam, 1900, perf. 14, on blued
paper, 25¢. on 50¢., S. G 78*

Ceylon, 1857, 1/9 yellow-green*

1861, Star, rough perf gd. dcep
hr()wn .

Puttialla State, 1891-6, 4a., ohve green,
error PATIALA omitted, 5.G.
2 ., .. ..

Bechuwanaland, 1887, £5 lilac and
black, S.G. 22, mint

B. F. Africia, Nov., 1895, z4a. green,
error BRITLSH in overprint,
5.G. 88 ..

Nov., 1897, 2or. green, mint

Ditto, sor. mauve, S.G. 149, mint
Niger Coast, Sept., 1893, One Shil-
ling in violet on 2d., S.G. 30.
mint ..
Seychelles, Jan., 1893, %urcharge in-
verted, 3c. on 4c., S.(G. 22 ..
Ditto, surchdrge inverled 15C,
on 16¢, S.G. 24 ..
Transvaal, Sept., 1874, perf. 124, 6d.
deep blue $.G. 73
1876, imperf., 1d. red-orange,
5.G. 89, two shades® ..
1877, 1/- yellow-green, S.G. 164,
mint .. e
1877, fine roulette, 0\'erprlnl in-
verted, 6d. dull blue, 5.G.
178 .. -
April, 1879, imperf., ad.
on green, S.GG. 240"
Ditto, red surcharge 1d.
black, S$.G, 292"
1887.93, {5 ;,reen, S. G 360, mml
July, 1goo, V . £5 green, S.G,
512, mml .
Barbados, 1856-7, imperf., \\hncpapur.
3l deep green, mint .
Caniuda, 1852-7, imperf., 74d. ;,,re:gn
Ditto, 10d. biue ..
United Siates, 1851-60, imperf., 5
lake brown, variety A ..
New York, 1842, 3c. black on green,
glazed paper .o
Victoria, Jan., |85n,wnhomfmme, 3d
bright blue, S.G. 17* ..

mauve

on 6d.

£

w o

2
15

1t

14

Messrs. PLUMRIDGE & Co.'s Bale,
March 9th and 10th, 1911,

tierman China, rgoo, hand-stamped
surcharge, 8o pf. carmine on
rose, mint ‘e v

Gt Britain, 1840, 2d. blue, cancelled

Amlwch Penny Post in red..
14d. deep rose-red, the

O.2.P.C. error ..

1867, anchor on blued, £1 brown-

1870,

hilac ..
Ditto, anchor on “hlte. £s orange
1884, crowns, £1 brown .

1888, orbs, £1 brown
Russian Lev.ml 1863, 6kop blue, mmt
Phillipine Isies, 1854, 2r. dull green. .
RBangkok, issue of 1867, 32¢c.*
Ceylon, 1857, imperf.,, od. purple~
brown ..
1857, on blue, 4d. lnlac a pair ..

1863, CC., variety perf. 13, 0d.
brown

Hong Kong, 1903, qmgle CA,, 810.
mint ..

Labuan, 1885, 2 cents on l6 blue, thv
variety S.G. 25*

India, 1866, 6 annas hlac, the shorz
surchar{.,e . ..

British Central Africa, 1895, no wmk.,
£1 orange-yellow

British East Africa, May, 1890, ia .
1a. and sa., mint set .

British South A(rica. Mar., 1891, &d.,
2d., 4d, and 8d., mint ..

S e RN = NN )

N

15

12

14
12
10

17
10

d.

o0

(Y

PO0OO00CO0OCCO (o]

oo

o

£ s d

Cape of Good Hope, 1855, 1/- yellow-
green, apair .. 215 ©O

Lagos, 1884, 2/6 olive-black, 5'- blue

and 10'- purple-brown, all

mint, surcharged ‘‘Speci-

men ' 3 s ©
Mauritius, 1848, worn plate 2d. blue 310 ©

Sierra Leone, 1903. £1, a mint pair.. 2 4 o©

Southern Nigeria, 1oy, multiple,
ordinary paper, £1 green and

violet, mint . 1tz o
Bahamas, 1883, Four Pence on 6d.
v:olet 11 0
Barbados, 1873, large Star 4d. rose-
red, imperforate .. 210 ©
1873, 5/- rose 1 6 o
1875. CC | 124, 4d. bnght red, a
mint . .. 1 4 ©
B. Honduras, ]an 1888 5oc on 1I/-
grey, S.G. 30, mint 2 10 ©
Canada, 1852- 7, wove, 6d. greemsh-
black. 1 1 o
Costa Rica, 1907, perf. 14. 2c. black
and yeliow.green, variety

head inverted. mint .. 1 2 0
Ditwo, ditto, sc. indigo and orange,

variety head inverted, mint 1t 14 o
Ditto, ditto, 1 colone black and

brown, variety head inverted,

mint .. 3 7 6
Ditto, ditto, 2 colone% black and

clarel variety head inverted,

mint . .. 118 o
1887, CA, 1/- m.ag,enta mint .., 1 8 o0
Grenada, 1904-0, multiple, 10/-, mint 1 7 o
Montserrat, 1885, CA., 4d. blue .. 2 6 o
Nevis, 1801, 6d. grey .. .. 1 0o o
1878, lith., 4d. orange, mint .. 317 6
Ditto, éd. grey .. 315 ©
Newfoundland, 1860, Gd. vcrm:hon .. 3 3 ©

St. Vincent, 1866, compound perf.,
1/- slale-grey, mint .. 2 8 o

Trinidad, 1896, £ green and carmine,
mint .. .. 1 1 O

Hawaii, Interisland, 18{)3 thmgrevls.h
paper, 1c. black” 1160 ©

Apil, 1864, 2¢. on medulm bluish-
grey paper*® 910 ©

July. 1864, laid papcr. IC. black
mint .. .« 2 0 O

1865, 1c. deepblu:.on“hne .. 2 2 O
Ditto, ditto, 2c. deep blue on

white* 2 0 0
Ditto, ditto, sc. deep blue on
bluish® 1 4 ©

N. S. Wales, Sidney \le“ 2d. blue
Plate ITL. st relouch the

SIX segments variety 315 o

1852. fine background, od. broun 1 4 ©
South Australia, 1856-9, imperf., 1d.

yellow-green . 2 4 ©
Victoria, 1850, fine border and back-
ground, 2d. lilac.. .. 315 ©

Messrs, PUTTICK & SIMPSON'S Sale,
March 14th and 15th, 1911,
Gt. Britain, 1841, the official circular

circular to Postmasters, with
specimens of the new 1d. and

2d.stamps and 1d. envelopes 1 1 o
1867-78, Cross, 10/- grey <+ 1 O O
Ditto, £1 brown-lilac .« I g 0
1881, 1d. lilac with control letter

N’ alteredto **O', mint 3 o o
1882-83, £5 orange, and 1892,

£1 green . .. 2 4 o
Ditto, £5 orange, mmt 512 6
Ditto, W hmng essay for 1d. |ener

sheet, in brownonblue .. 1 1 o

Malta, 1861-62, 4d. brown-orange .. 1 3 o

Ceylon, 1857, 2d. emerald, mint .. 1t 12 o
India, 1854, 4 abnas red and blue, a

pair, with blue dividing line 1 18 o
Telegraphs, 1902, 50 rupees

carmine, mint .. .. 2 8 o
Chinese FExpeditionary Force,

1900, 14a. sepia, mint e 17 6

{ To de continued. )
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24, 1911. ONE PENNY.

@he Rew British Btamps.

A\LTHOL‘GH we had reframed from expecting. whilst still
' hoping to obtain, or at least see, the new stamps two or
three days before issue to the public, our failure to achieve
either caused ns some slight disappointment, especially as
the rest of The Fortnightly was ready for press early on
Tuesday:.

According to the daily papers, there were to be issued on
Coronation Day not only the new Halfpenny and Penny
adhesives, and their post-card, but also the registration
envelope : this last we learn, from eaquiries at two of the
few offices open to-day, is not ready.

King George's head occupies, of course, the centre of the
design: it faces to left, showing a little more than a profile.
the right eye being visible ; but, although recognisable, there
is room for improvement in the likeness.

In the Halfpenny, whicli is printed in a green considerably
darker than that of the superseded stamp, the head is on a
ground of horizontal lines within a fancy oval frame and
surmounted by a large Imperial crown ; on this frame to the

in smal] coloured sans-serif capitals; and supporting this
frame are two dolphins. At the foot of the design is the
value *HALEPENSY " in small uncoloured Roman capitals,
and in eack of the upper spandrels it is expressed in
figures, ** 1 .

The head on the One Penny is within a thick oval wreath
of laurel, tied with ribbon at each side and at the top and
bottom, and intercepted at the top by an Imperial crown,
much smaller than in the lower value. In the npper
spandrels, on small scrolls, are ** POSTAGE " and “ REVENUE "
respectively in small coloured sans-serif capitals, and in each
of the lower spandrels is the figure ** 1", At the bottom of
the stamp is the value * ox PENNV™ in small uncoloured
Roman capitals: above this, and partly covering the lower

portion of the wreath, is a Lion couchant. The colour is a
dull carmine-red, quite distinct from that of even the latest
printing of the King Edward Pennv. It will be noticed that
the inscriptions ** postage—revenue " are non.conunittal ;
neither the cumulative * and ™ nor the alternative “or” is
inserted,

The sheet of each value is, as formerly, of 240 stamps, in
two panes vertically dispused, of ten rows of twelve: each
pane is surrounded by the usnal * Jubilee™ line. broken
opposite the spaces between the stamps; and the intervaj
between the panes 1s oceupied by torty-eight *pillars™, and
bounded at the ends by a similar line, The paper is the old
[.arge (188%0) Crown.

Under the second stamp in the last row on the sheet of the
Halfpenny, and under the eleventh of the One Penny, is the
control—in each case “ A11.”

The much-debated question of perforation has been settled:
a comb-machine is still used, but the gauge is now 143 —
59 holes in cight centimetres—horizontally, and 14 vertically,

In the matter of printing. and in the registration of the
impressions with the watermarks, the new stamps leave very
much to be desired.

The thin postcard—* 12 thiu post cards 6d ", the wrapper
tells us—measures s} X 33in., and bears the usual inscription,
“« POST CARD,” the words being separated by the Royal
Arms: the colour is a fairly full green on pale * manila.”

It is somewhat difficult to describe the stamp —at each side
is a caducens, and over these and across the stamp is a strap-
like frame, caught on to bars at the sides, and cul in oval
shape to receive the head, ahove which is a large Imperial
crown. In the lower part of the design is “ HALFPENNY
—rosTAGE " in two lines, with “ § ** in each of those corners.

We do not think the stationery trade need worry about
these thin post-cards being sold at * face.”



74 ' STAMP COLLECTORS'

FORTNIGHTLY {No. 425).

June 24, 1911.

IRotes on BRew Issues
and Varieties.

The loan of specimens of new stamps, and cepies of official docionents
relating thereto or lo changes in the curvent rssues, will be much
appreciated and duly acknowledged.

The number in parenthesis after the name of a country is that of the issue of
the " S.C.F." in which the last reference to that country was maae.

Argentina (424). — Mr. A. H. Davis, of Buenos Aires, in
sending us a copy of the anxiously awaited * Sarmiento™
stamp, gives us, under date of the 16th May, the following
interesting account of the native enthusiasmn with which the
label was received. He writes:—

The 5c. Sarmiento Commemorative, a specimen of which |
enclose, was issucd yesterday.  As | had been informed that only
100 were to be supplied to each apphicant, | arranged with a
friend in the post office for him to reserve me 2,000 and when ]
went, soon after opening time, to get my stamps, 1 found the
place besieged by a noisy crowd of lunatics all clamouring to be
served at once.  With difficulty | managed to get into the build-
ing, but my friend informed me that he could not carry out his
promise as, so great had been the demand, the authorities had
given orders that only five were to be handed out to each person
and as | could not get near the counter, 1 got no stamps at all!
I actually saw boys get their allowunce of five, turn round, and
scll them to bystanders at double face, and then apply for maore.
One man told me he had fourteen boys in the building. who were
buying all they could, and that he was paying double face.  Out-
side, people were sclling the stamps at 20c. and 40c, each. The
specimen § enclose cost me 40c., because [ tried some of the
branch-offices first, but without success, and when ! returned
to the G..O. | found [ had to pay this price or go without
“ Sarmiento’’ altogether. The crowd around and in the building
finally got so rowdy that the services of the police were requisi-
tioncd to keep order, but, as organised rushes were made from
time to time, their presence only made nutters worse, because
they had a hard struggle to keep their footing, and had anyone
fallen they would have been seriously trampled on. The oftice
opened at 7 a.m., and at 1 pom. the word was given out that the
stock was exhausted, and the crowd gradually dispersed i but
right on until late in the evening people were selling these stamps
outside at cnormous profits, even reaching to 80c. when a very
enthusiastic would-be purchaser arrived. The curious thing about
it all is that a very small proportion of these people are stamp
collectors !  They only wanted to have the stamp as a memento,
and a very large number of these stamps were used on picture
posteards, many of which were postmarked by obliging postmen,
as people did not like to send their hardly-acquired treasures
through the post in the ordinary way. 1 understand that 400,100
were printed, certainty not alarge number, takinginto consideration
the size of the country. T have no doubt ¢ buckstair 7 purchases
were made, and that many people acquired all they wunted, but
of course to get them they would have to pay heavy premiums. |
daresay very few will go abroad, as people here will be willing to
pay such ridiculous prices for them.  This stamp has been litho.
graphed by the Casa de Moneda, on smooth white paper, wmkd.
sun, in two colours, sepia frame and black centre, perf. 134 5 the
shects contain 30 stamps -8 rows of 10,

As the quantities printed of the now obsolete Centenary issue
may prove of interest, 1 subjoin the following list, which | have
extracted from the ** Journal of the Argentine Philatelic Society.”’

L] L] » L] L - -

In some offices the 20, 24 and 30¢ values are still obtainable.

The figures seut agree with those we gave in our last
number, except 2c., 30,350,000 and 5¢., 79,600,000.

The design of the stamp, which Mr. Davis kindly encloses,
is not beautiful, an attribute which commemoratives should
possess to make them *“go down™ more easily—a three-
quarter bust to right, of a severe-looking elderly gentleman,
in black, within a bistre frame, lettered at the top ** REPUB-
LICA ARGENTINA "and belowintwolines* SARMIENTO
—1er CENTENARIO,” with the value in each lower corner.

15th May, 1911.  Lithographed on white papcr, watermarked
Large Sun ; perforated 134, Centre in first colour.

5c¢. black and bistre.

Bavaria (320).—Truly, the glory has departed from this
once philatelically straightforward country.

We are indebted to Messrs. Bright & Son, for two large
and gandy labels, showing profile bust to left of Prince
Luitpold within a circular wreath of flowers, npheld by two
Cupids “proper.” The wreath is tied at top and sides with
vellow ribbon, and two bands of that colour are dated 1886
and 1911 respectively in black. At the foot, isatablet lettered
*“ BAYFERN ™ at each end of which is the value * 5" or “10"
pfennige.

The design of each stamp is printed in black on—save for
the yellow portions—green for the lower value and red for
the higher.

We are told the stamps will be available for inland postage

till the end of the month only.

June 1911, Lithographed on white wove paper.
5 pf. black, green and yellow.
10 pf. black, red and yellow.

Perf 12x 114,

French Colonies, etc. {424).—in the excitement of
having a provisional stamp to chronicle, we omitted to state
that the ** 10" on 15¢c. stamp mentioned under this heading
belongs to Tunis.

Indian Native States (424).—Stanley Gibbuns Monthly
Journal has been shown the following novelties in Hyderabad
stamps:—

Type 6. Wk, Arvabic characters.
8a., purple.
12a.. blue-green.
Type 6 overprinted with large characters.
4a., olive-green.
8a., purple.
12a., blue-green.

Perf. 124

Official Stamps.

Type 6 overprinted with new type.
o, grey.
4a., pale green.
Nicaragua (313).— Mr. James Malings, Manchester, kindly
sends us a carefully compiled note of a lot of surcharged
varieties picked out of a recent parcel of current stamps:—

“VALE 8¢ in red an 20¢., brown.
Varietics @ (i) sloping *+ 1. 5 (ii) sloping ¢
sloping *t ¢,
“VALE 10¢ in black on 15¢., black.
Varicties : as above ; {iv) sloping 1 ; (i) and (iv)
together,
“ Vale—3 cts.”, in two lines, in black on 20c., brown.
Viaricty : without point (** . ).
“Vale—10 cts.”', in two lines, in black on 15¢., black, on
S0c¢., green, and on | peso, yellow,
Varicty : on 1 peso, without point.
* Vale—10 cts.” (closer Jettering) on same values as last,
Varicty : inverted surcharge on 15c.
* Corrcos—35 cts.—I1911 " in three lines, on 1 peso, brown,
long fiscat.
Varicties : sloping ** o ™', and wrong fount ** 17,
“Correos 10 cts.— 1911 " in three lines, on 25¢., hilag, long
tiscal.
Viaricty : ** ots.” for ** cts.””

Portuguese Colonies (424). — Messrs. Whitfield King
and Co. send us a note of the following, all overprinted
“REPUBLICA.™

Guinea—24 reis, 5r., 10r.

Mdacao—4 avo, 2 avos.

Mozambigue Co.—Dues: 5 reis, 10r., 20r., 30r., 50r., 60r.,

100r., 130r., 200r,, 300r,

8t. Thomas and Prince—24§ rcis, 5r., 10r., 20r. 25r., 50r., 75r..

100,
Timor—4j avo., 1 avo, 2 avos.

(iii)

Mr. C. Piens, of Hong Kong, kindly writes us on the Macao
“ Bar " provisionals:—*“ Owing to the hurry in which thev
had to be surcharged, several errors have made their appear-
ance. | have seen double surcharge, inverted surcharge
(thick bar at bottom instead at top) and also a pair, one
stamp with and one without surcharge.

“ The § avo, grey, Don Carlos, has made its appearance:

with the usual surcharge * Republica” in red diagonaliv.
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30,000 were issned and bought up the same day. No others

were received.”

Sierra Leone (421).—The new One Pound has just been
received at Ipswich, similar to the one superseded except for
the colours, which now conform to the Crown Agents' scheme,

1911, Wmk., multiple Crown C.A. Perf. 14.
£1, bluck and purple on red.

Victoria Land.—The ** Australian Philatelist " for 1st
May says:—* Another abortion has been foisted on the
philatelic world by surcharging the current 1d. New Zealand
stamp in black, *Victoria Land,” in two hnes, 1n small sans-
serif capitals. The stamps were used on letters received
fromn the Antarctic by the * Terra Nova.”

The postal cancellation is the nusuval circle, bearing the in-
scription, * British Antarctic Expt.” curved at top, and ** N.Z,,
1o p.m. 19 Jany., 11,” in four straight lines underneath.

T he Qourth Philatelic (Songress.

1 an extraordinary meeting of the Isle of Thanet Phila-
/ telic Sociely, convened at Queen's Highcliffe Hotel,
Margate, on June 1sth, for the purpose of receiving the
Report of the Society's Delegates to the Third Philatelic
Congress of Great Britain held in Birmingham on June
=th-gth, it was unanimously decided to hold the Fourth Con-
gress under the Society’s auspices at Margate in the Spring
of 1912. In the work of organising this ambitious under-
taking the Society will have the assistance and support of
the Royal, Herts. and Junior Philatelic Societies of London,
who will each be represented on the Execntive Committee of
the Fourth Congress.

The Executive is to consist of six members, three of them
being Committee-men of the local Philatelic Society and the
remainder appointed by the London Societies. The meetings
of the Executive will be held alternately in London and
Thanet to meet the convenience of all members.

A Congress Fund was opened at the meeting, the President
heading the list with a donation of (3 3s. and the Hon.
Secretary adding £1 1s. It is estimated that between f150
and fzoo will be required to carry out the work of the
Congress and donations are solicited. Suggestions for the
Congress Agenda will also be welcomed.

It 1s hoped that all Societies will appoint their Delegates
and notify the Secretary of any matters they desire to bring
forward as soon as possible.

Fhe Gunior Philatelic Society.

gs. ). FieLp has invited ].P.S. members to a Garden

Party, to be held at *The Nook," Fawley Road, West

Hampstead, on Saturday, July 22nd. Members desiring to
attend should notify the Hon. Secretary.

The Exhibition to be held by the Society next year (1912)
is already in progress of preparation. A member of the
Society has led the way by guaraunteeing f50 towards the
expenses, which expenses will be met by donations from
members of the Society and by the letting of space to dealers
and to exhihitors.

——ve

H nswers to (Sorrespondents.

A.R.W. (Hackney).—The watermarks on the block of the
current Penny English are certainly very much misplaced,
but we do not consider it worth while to keep such specimens
of the pressman’s want of care. Thank you, however, for
the information.

A.W,, Junior (London, N.E}—The Indian stamps over-
printed * posTAL SERVICE " are fiscals © we regret that we are
| unable to value your copies.

Dritish Quiana Philatelic Qxhibition.
Wg have already drawn our readers’ attention briefly to
the forthcoming British Guiana Philatelic Exhibition.
We now publish the gist of the prospectus as received from
the Secretary of the British Guiana Philatelic Society :—
PREFATORY NOTE.

The British Guiana Phititelic Society was formed in June,
1903, with the object of bringing collectors together and the
undertuking of such mutters as may promote Philutely generally.
~ The Society, in December, 1906, Liunched forth by publishing
its first Journal and has continued doing so twice yearly, in June
and December,

The Society has already held two Exhibitions,  The first, in
1904, on a small scale. the second. in 1807, which was the largest
Exhibition of its kind held in the West Indies and attracted a
considerable amount of attention; both these Exhibitions were
of a local nuture, On the present occasion the Orgamising
Committee have in view an Exhibition of much wider scope ;
where it is hoped thut Exhibits from the West Indies and Great
Britain, cte.. will be displayed.

The objects of the 1911 Exhibition are:

1. To further the interest in Philately throughout the West
Indies and British Guiana.

2. To show the scope and results of Phalately, as shown by
recent investigations.,

3. To show Philately in all its branches, viz.: Methods of
printing and production of stamps, essavs, colour trials,
proofs, forgeries, hiterature, and all the aceessorics used
i Philately.

CLASSES OF EXHIBITS.
vasios |
Scetion AL 1. British Guiana Specialized  Collection.

2. British Guiana Ordinaey Collection,
K. Collection of one West Indian Ishnd.
C. Caollection of Gt. Britain or one other British Colony.
D. Coilection of one Farcign Country or Colony.
E 25 Rare Stamps,
F. Historical or unique stamps, not less than 25, with

deseriptive notes thercon,

G. Collection of Entires of any Country.

hivisiox 1L

A, General Collections,
B. General Collectioms, juniors under 18 years of age.

Division 111
A Exhibies of vae Country or Colony by a Dealer
15.  Exhibits of Albums. Literature, Philatelic access-
ories, ete.
Divisios 1V,
Exhibits not for competition.
Division V.

Objecrs of Interest connected with Philately, viz. i—
Proofs, Essays. Colour trials, Postmarks, Forgeries,
cte., ute.

Extracts FrOM RULES,

The exhibition will be held in Georgetown during the first week
in October. 1911,

No charge will be made for space in the exhibition within the
discretion of the Committew,

No limit is fixed for the number of exhibits.  With the excep-
tion of General Collections, all exhibits should be mounted on
loose sheets of as wmiform i size as possible, say : 11 x ¥ inches.

Silver and Bronze Medals and diplomas will be awarded in
Divisions L and 11, and diplonus in Divisions L and Voin num-
ber according to the funds awvailable.

Exhibits must be delivered to the Committee on the morning
of the opening day.  Exhibits from abroad must arrive before
30th Scptember, 1911 addressed to Mro AL D Ferguson, George-
towwn, Rritish Guiana, by whom they will be opened in !Ire
presence of two members of the Committee. A full deseription
of the contents should accompany cach parcel.

Members of the Jury may exhilut, but they will be debarred
from judging in any scction in which they may exhibit. )

Al exhitits will be insured, if desired. from the receipt of
exhibit until its despatch.  The charge payable by the Eshibitor
will he 2.6 per £100. Exhibitors out of the Colony may cffect
their own insurance from the despatch until the return theeeof.
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God save the King!

Coronation Day being the day on which the printing
of the Fortnightly would be completed in the ordinary course
of events it is probable that some of our subscribers will
receive their copies rather late. In the circumstances we
know that we can connt upon our readers’ indulgence.

The Desth of M. Jules Bernichon is a great
loss to Philately and particularly to French Philately.
Much water has flowed heneath the Pont Neuf since we
first met this accomplished philatelist and influential
dealer. It was, to be exact, in 1892 at the Paris Philatelic
Exhibition of that year in the Palais des Beaux Arts, Durinug
the intervening years M. Bernichon had bcen steadily
winning his way to the forefront of Continental Philately by
his great plilatelic knowledge, his high integrity, and—
greatest asset of all—his own strong personality.

Our Thanks and Greetings to the President (Mr.
Wilson) and the Secretary (Mr. Welfare) of the Philatelic
Society of South Australia in return for the penny postage
commemorative envelope just to hand. In addition to a note
explaining that the envelope is ** to commemorate the intro-
duction of Penny Postage within the Australian Common.
wealth and to Great liritain and British Colonies,” the
envelope bears a certificate to the effect * that this was the
13th letter at reduced rate posted at G.P.O., Adelaide, on 1st
May, 1911,” the said certificate being autographed by Mr. K.
Waddy, Deputy Postmaster-General of South Australia. The
envelope marks an epoch in Australian postal developmnent.
We shall treasure it among our philatelic curios.

The Third Philatelic Congress has perhaps
achieved more important things than either of its predeces-
sors, for, in the first place, 1t has established the Annual
Congress as a permanent feature of British Philately ; in the
second place, it has introduced the thin end of the wedge of
Federation by creating a Permanent Congress Committee, fo
the expenses of which all Socicties participating in the Amnual
Congresses will contribute. 1f that is not the beginning of
Federation, what is it ? So far, su good.

Merry Margate, it is decided, will be the Mecca of
the philatelic pilgrims next year. Well, it will be an ideal
Congress resort. A far cry for the Northerners, perliaps, but
what is distance in these days of swift non-stop excursions ?
The Isle of Thanet Society is a young but energetic and
euthusiastic body, and we foresee a great incursion of phila-
telists to the pleasant heights of Cliftonville next sumumer.
For 1913 aur hosts will be the Scottish Philatelic Society, and
the venue ** the inodern Athens.” This again is good. And
it is whispered that * gallant little Wales ** will want to take
a hand in the gamne at no distant date.

—t

Important Notice.—Altcration of Date—]July 13th and
14th tinstead of June 29th and 3zoth)—the last Sale of the
present Season. Messrs. Ventom, Bull & Cooper hfwe
received instructions to sell on the above dates, A Fine
General Collection, including many rarities.

Stamp ©leaning in Jfong Hong.

As briefly noted in the last Fortnightly, a Chinaman of Hong

Kong has been sent to prison for fraudulent stamp
cieaning. \We extract the following paragraph on the subject
from a Hong Kong newspaper kindly sent us by Mr. C, Piens.

Li Sz, until recently trading as a dealer in old stamps and
postcards under the name Fook Loy Hin, in Queen's Road
Central, at the corner of Chiu Loong Street, was to-day
sentenced by Mr. E. R. Hallifux to three months’ imprisonment
with hard labour for unlawful possession of adhesive stamips
from which marks of cancellation had been unluwfully removed,
contrary to the Stamp Ordinance, 1901,

The ¢t cleancd ' stamps, which consisted principally of 50 cents
and #1 stamps, used both for revenue and postal purposes, were
forfeited to the Crown.

The following intercsting cotments on this matter are from
the correspondent already mentioned, Mr. C. Piens, who
writes from Kowloon, Hong Kong, under date May 6th :—

During my 11 years residence in Hong Kong, 1 have frequently
brought this practice to the notice of the authorities, but they
have been somewhat reluctant to prosccute. The new Postmaster-
General, however, a very able Otticial, took up the matter quite
enthusiastically, with the result as stated.  Once result has been
a great increase in the receipts for stamps, very gratifying to
the Treasury, and for that reason alone other administrations,
whether British or otherwise, would be well advised to follow suit.

The practice of the stamp cleaning fraternity has really been
very simple,  High value stamps were removed from bank drafts
and other documents, and the blue canecliation marks removed
by means of acid.  The yvellow races have a special aptitude for
this kind of work, and I have scen copies. which had been done
marvetlously welll as even with the aid of & powerful microscope
it could not be detected. The stamps so treated were then with
the id of a confederate in the post office properly postmarked.
care being taken that the postmark was applicd exactly where the
blue mark had been before, making detection doubly difticult.
The stamps were then sold to collectors as genuinely postally
used, but a good many were used over again on documents or
through the post.

The Colomal Postmaster-General has now arranged with all
the Jocal banks and large firms to have their stamps perforated
with initials, and the result in some cases has been surprising.
the usual expenditure for stamps having gone down teo one half
its former amount.

Great credit is due to the Crown Solicitor, Mr. Bowley. for
bringing the ahove prosccution to a successful issue, in spite of
the difficultics involved, and also to the presiding Magistrate. Mr.
Hallifax, who seemed to have n marvellous grasp of o matter full
of technicalities Neither the DPostmaster-General, Crown
Solicitor or Magistrate are collectors.

By coming forward mysclf and giving expert evidence, o hand
of forgers wiuich had long infested this place. has been Taid low.,

As regards the result of this prosceution for collectors, the high
value stamps of Hong Kong, from a daollar upwards in used con
dition, will be scarce things in future.  None over a dollar ar
certainly cver used for postal purposes, and documents ought to
be stamped with the scparate revenuc stamps available for the

purpose, though the Colonial Government has not heen ver: ]

strict in this matter in the past.

The 2 dotlar King Edward will
be a stamp well worth looking for.

@Boeming Qvents in Philately.

AUCTION SALES.
June 26th.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 6, Flcer Street, F.C
June 27th.—Messrs. Harmer. Rooke & Co., at 09, Fleet Street, E.(
June 27th.—Messrs. Sotheby, Wilkinson & Hodge. at No. 13, Wellingto
Street, Strand, W.C., at one o’clock precisely.
June 27th and 28th.—Messrs. Glendining & Co., at 7, Argyll Stree
Regent Street, V.

June 2gth and joth.— Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 63/64, Chancery

l.ane, W.C.
July ath and sth.—Messrs. Puttick & Simpson, at 47,
Square, London, W.C.

July 11th and a12th.—DMessrs. Glendining & Co., at 7, Argyll Street
Regent Street, W

Leicestrr

July 13th and 14th.—DMessrs. Ventom, Bull & Cooper, at the Loudoin |

Hotel, Surrey Street, Strand. london, W.C.
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@hird Philatelic €ongress of Great Britain.

A NOTABLE GATHERING

CREATION OF A

AT BIRMINGHAM—REPORTS ON

S PHHLATELIC TERMS 7 AND ~ FORGERIES -~

PERMANENT CONGRESS COMMITTEE.

Tm-: delegates to the Third Philatelic Congress of Great

Britain foregathered at Birmingham on June 7th, and
we fancy that every individual representative will have
returned from the convention with the feeling that the
arrangements made for their reception and comfort retlected
the highest credit upon the Birmingham Philatelic Society
generally and the Committee of Organisation in particular,
Mr. R. Hollick, President of the B.P.S. and Chairman of the
Congress, and Councillor G. Johnson, Hon. Secretary, with
their Colleagues and helpers in the work of organisation have
deserved well of the philatelic community for the splendid
results achieved.

FirsT Day: * PHiLATELIC TERMS " REPORT.

The Chairman, Mv. R. Hollick, having given the delegates
a very cordial welcome to Birmingham, Mr. C. J. Phillips, in
the absence through illness of Major E. B. Evans, presented
the report of the Committee on Philatelic Terms appoiuted
by the Second Congress. The Cotnmnittee subimtted a ten-
tative list or glossary of terms which it was suggested should
be universally accepted and adopted by philatelists and
writers on Philately.

Mr. Bellamy (Oxford P.S.) criticised the list on the ground
that it embodied so many French words. Mr. Grindall
(Birtmngham) suggested the addition of a currency table.
Mr. Phillips. replying on the question of the nse of Irench
words, held that many of these had been in general philatelic
use for forty years, and that it would be an advantage to
retain them. After an interesting debate the Congress
referred back the Committee’s report for revision, the nnder-
standing being that the Committee will issue coples of the
suggested Standard Glossary of Terms to all Societies with a
view to their suggesting revisions and emendations.

Mz, Wibppowsosx o8 Stamr ExcravisG.

The Delegates then settled down to the hearing of an
interesting paper by Mr. J. B. Widdowson (Leicester’P.5.) on
the subject of Poustage Stamp Fungraving.

Secoxp Dav: THEe ' ForgERiEs ' REPORT.

Thereport of the Cominittee on Forgeries appointed by the
Second Congress was presented by Mr. Charles ]. Phillips in
the absence of Major E. B. Evans. The Committee, the
report set forth, had considered that the best action it could
take would be to approach the authonties of all stamp issuing
countries with representations as to the prevalence of stamp
forgery. Accordingly a letter was drafted, and copies of the
same 1y English and French were sent to the governments of
all stamp issuing States. From the replies that had been
received, nost of themn favourable, and many of them asking
for further facts and evidence on the subject, it was con-
sidered that eithier the existing Forgeries Committee or a new
Committee to be appointed in its stead, could usefully collect
further evidence and information and submit the same to the
various governinent authorities.

An interesting debate followed, and in the end the report
was adopted and the Committee on Forgeries re-appointed.

A debate on ** The Linking Up of Societies " was opened
by Mr. C. J. Phillips who anunounced himseif to be opposed
to the idea of Federation. This discussion, like that which
followed it on the Colour Question can only be described as
abortive.

THE ANNCAL CONGRESS APPROVED.

A Resolation for a Triennial instead of an Annual Congress
was to have been moved in the name of the Royal Philatelic
Society by Mr. M. P. Castle; and this was an iten on the
agenda eagerly anticipated, aud the opinion was expressed
by many delegates that the voting should be at least five to

one against _the resolution. In the event, however, Mr.
Castle’s motion was dropped, aud the Annual Congress
stands affirmed as a permanent fact in British Philately,

Tue PerMasest CozerEss COMMITTEE.

The concluding business item on the Congress agenda was
a resolution by Mr, I'ranz Reichenheim tHerts P.S0) to elect
a Permanent Congress Committee. The full text ot the
resolution, which was prefaced by an interesting speech by
Mr. Reichenheun pomting to the necessity for a permaunent
committee to deal with atters cropping np from one
Coungress to another, read as follows:—

1. That a Committee of seven be appointed to act as a Per
manent Committee from one Congress to another with power o
add to their number  Four Members to form a quorum,

2. That the headguarters of this Comaittee be in Loadon,

3. That the Members should clect from amuong ther number
a Chadrnan and Hon, Secrctary and Treasurer.

4. That any vacancy that may be created for various reasons
during the Session should be tilled up by the other Members of
the Committee

5. That the Members of this Committee be clected at every
succeeding  Congress,  retiring Members being cligible for re-
clection.

6. That the majority of votes of those present should decide
every question brought before this Comnttee. In case of an
even number of votes. the Chairman to have the casting vote,

7. That every Secicty of Great Brtun and Treland willing to
support the holding of Philatehe Congresses should pay a small
contribution towirds the clerical and other expenses of this Com
mittee under the following scale 1 —

Socicties of less than 100 Members, 3/ per annum | sogictics
of 100 Members but not more than 200 Members, 10f.
per annunt ;s socictics of more than 200 Members, 15/
PL‘l' annum.

8. That accounts should be submitted to every Congress and
and should be properiy audited by auditors appointed by the
Congress.  Accounts to be published in the Philatehic Press and
copics to be sent to every contributing Society.

The resolution was cordially supported and carried nem. con.

Tue Arroisren SEvVES.

The philatelists elected to serve on the Permanent Congress
Committee are: Major F. B. Evans, Messrs. [ ], Bernsteimn,
M. 1. Castle, J. J. Darlow, R. Holhck, Charles J. Phillips,
and Franz Reichenheimmn.  The last-named geutleman will
act as Honorary Secretary during the first vear.

—— e bt e— ———— —
T he Ruture >f the Gongress.

»S.C T

A NEW SYMPOSIUM,
TEw will deny that the position of the Apnual Philatelic
Congress has been enormously strengthened by the
creation of a Permanent Congress Conumittee. Many, in
fact, will regard this as a first step towards the complete
federation of British DPhilatelic Societies for Congress
purposes. )

“1 sincerely hope,” writes one of onr most cminent
philatelists in a letter to the Lditor of the S.C.F., “that a
scheme will be adopted at one of the next Congresses that
each Society should pay a yearly contribution towards the
general Congress expenses.” In other words there wonld be
no need for the annual collecting of subscriptions which
many of us think an nndesirable feature.

What are the views of Fortnightly 1eaders on these points ?
Our columns are open to them.
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&hicago's Stamp Qxhibition.

In COMMEMORATION oF THE AMERICAN PHILATELIC
SoctETy's TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY.
nr prospectus is just to hand of the Ixhibition to be held
at Chicago in Aungust next, in connection with the
Aunnal Convention of the American Philatelic Society.

This is a red letter year for the A.P.S. The Society has
attained its twenty-fifth year, and will strive to ake its
Convention and Exhibition eveuts worthy of the occasion.

The general announcement as to the Fxhibition and its
obhjects is signed by Mr. H. W. Mudge, President of the
Awerican Philatelic Society ; Mr. H. M. Loth, Director of
the Exhibition; and Messrs. C. E. Severn and Walter
H. McDuonald, Assistant Directors. It sets forth that the
Exhibition will be held at the Art Institute, Chicago, 1llinuis,
from August 22nd to 26th, 1911, and then gives the following
details as to exhibits and rules.

CLASSIFICATION OFF
Crass I,

Section 1. A—Collection of United States postal adhesives, in-
cluding  unpaids,  departments, newspaper  und  special
deliveries. B --Of Hawaii. C—Of Philippines. - Of
Canal Zone, Porto Rico and Guam.

Secction 2. A—Collection of cut square United States envelope
stamps, B Of United States revenue stamps, gencral
tssues, C Of United States revenue  stamps, private
issucs.

EXHIBITS.

Awards: In Scction 1, one gold, one silver, one bronze medal for
cach division.

In Scction 2, one silver and one bronze medal for cach
division,
Crass 1.

Section 1. A—S8pecial collection of Confederate stamps. B Of
United States locals,  C—0Of United States telegraph
stampx. 1) OF express franked envelopes of the United
Statces,

Section 2. Collection of fifty, or less, rare or interesting covers.,

Awards @ One silver and one bronze medal for cach Section and
division.
Crass [
Scction 1. A—Special collection of any country, excepting the
United States. in North America. B In South America.
Scction 2. A-—Special collection of any one country in Burope.
B—In Asia. C—In Africa. D~ In Oceania, except United
States colonies.
Awards @ in Scction 1, one gold, one silver, and one bronze medal
in cach division.

In Scetion 2, Divasions A, I3, and C, once gold, one silver,
and one bronze medal 5 in Division 1)L one silver and one
bronze medal.

Crass IV,

Section 1. A—Collection of two or more countrics in North
America or South America, (Awards: One gold, one silver

and one bropze madals'. B—Same, twenticth century
only. (Awards : One silver and one bronze medaly.

Scction 2. A Collection of two or more countrics in urope,
Asin, Africa, or Oceania. (Awards: One gold, one silver
and one bronze medal). BB Suame, twenticth century only.,
{Awards @ One silver and one bronze mcedal).

Crass V.

Section . General collection of 100 varictics of unused stamps
from not less than ten countries.

Scetion 2. General Collection of 100 varicties of unused and
used stamps from not less than ten countries.
Awards: Onc gold, one silver and one bronze medal for cach
section.
Crass VI, JuveNiLe.
(Limited to Exhibitors under cighteen years of age).
Section 1. A—Rest Colicction of Umited States and Colonies.
B—0Of any Brtish Colony. C Of any other country.
(One silver, once bronze medal, for each section).

Scction 2. A—Best collection of 100 pictorial stamps. B. Of
portrait stamps.  C—O0f 100 early issues. D—Of twenticth
century stamps. (One bronze medal for each section).

CrLass VIl

Scction I, Philatelic literature ; Section 2, Philatelic catalogues
and albums; Section 3, Philatelic mechanical aids and
appliances.

Awards: One silver, one bronze medal, for each scction.

GENERAL RULES.

I.—Exhibits will only be accepted on uniform sheets or cards,
but loose-leaf albums will be accepted, with the understanding
that the leaves may be removed therefrom for the purpose of
being framced ; all exhibits to be under glass. The Directors of
ixhibits will not under any circumstances handle or mount
individual stamps, but, for the purpose of framing, they will
attach the sheets or cards having stamps mounted thercon by the
owner on to cards of untform size, in such manner as will
not mutilate or deface the leaves or cards, Hence, while no
special size of curds or sheets will be required of the exhibitor, it
is requested that as far as possible the exhibits be submitted on
sheets or cards the size of the ordinary album page.

2, —Stamp cxhibits will be insured against loss by fire or theft
without cost to the owner, said insurance to apply while exhibits
arc in the custody of the Directors of Exhibits, cither before or
during the exhibition, and after the exhibition until received by
the express company or other carrier for the return to the owner,
but no personal liability s incurred by the Dircctors of Exhibit
n regard to any loss,  Exhibits must be forwarded to Chicago at
the expense of the owner, both as to carrier fee and insurance.
They witl be returned free, including insurance in transit at the
same value that was placed on them by the owner in sending to
Chicago.  Exhibits will be returned to their owners as soon as
possible after the exhibition.

3.—Naotice of the nature and extent of an tended exhibit
should be sent on the accompanying blunk to Mr. C. E. Scvern,
Assistant Director of Exhibit, A12.S,, Oxford Building, Chicago.
1., ar the carliest possible date, but not later than July 10th, to
assure accurate description in the official catalogue. It cannot
be guaranteed that descriptions arriving after that date can be
fully entered in the catalogue.

4. —All exhibits must be delivered in Chicago between the 10th
and 17th August. 1911, to such address as may be advised the
exhibitor by the Dircctors of Exhibit, cither by correspondence
or by a supplementary circular

5.- The Dircctors of Exhibit reserve the right to refuse any
exhibit without assigning reason therefor; also in case of in-
suficient space tHe right of displaying such part of any exhibit
as they may determine.

6.—The exhibits entered for competition must be the bond-fide
property of the exhibitor.  Exhibitors in Class VI, {(Juvenile)
must, if required, furnish evidence of age to the satisfaction of
the Dircectors of Exhibit.

7.—No exhibitor will be awarded more than one medal in the
same class. and no exhibitor can ¢nter the same stamps in more
than one class.

8.—No awards will be given except medals, as specificd in the
accompanying Classification of Exhibits, or as may be announced
by supplementary circular.  Should any one desire to donate
special medals they may be accepted at the discretion of the
Directors of Exhibit, and if accepted must be of the same design
as furnished by the Section of Medals of the general committee.
All such will be added to, or form part of the published list of
awiards, the donors being given credit in the official catalogue of
the exhibits.

9.—The judges will be appointed by the Official Board of the
Computtee, and their decision will, in all cases, be final. They
shall be at liberty to withhold any award if, in their opinion, an
insufficicncy of competition or other reasons make it seem desir-
able to do so. In making their awards the judges will be requested
to base the same upon completeness, rarity, Philatelic knowledge
and research, condition, arrangement and neatness.

10.—No cxhibits by any of the judges can be entered for com-
petition.

I1. — All exhibits, which the owners may desire to center as
* Not for Competition,” will be so marked in the several classes
m which they are cligible.

12.—Dealers will be allowed to display for cexhibition only
{exeept in Class VIL), and their stamp entries will be marked
** Not for Competition.”’

13.—No exhibit can beremoved before the close of the Exhibition.
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®f What Should a @ollestion of
Postage Stamps Bonsist?

By E. T. Pun.rirs,
A Paper read before the Northamptun Plilatelic Society,
November 23rd, 1910,

JHILATELY now-a-days means the collecting and study-

ing of stamps that frank general letters through the
post; but long before the issue of the first adhesive label for
postal purposes, it was seen, that if ever the labels were
issued, there would probably be persons ready to collect
them, and I cannot do better than quote you part of a
sentence from Mr. Heundy's * History of the Postmarks of
the Rritish Isles ' :—

* Richard Cobden, M.P. for Manchester, when examined
hefore the Select Cominittee on Postage, on Mayv 7th, 1838,
said, * | have an impression that a vignette stamp, probably
three gquarters of an inch square, to be affixed to the outside
of a letter, would be a very convenient plan. | also think
that one source of increase of revenne would be the loss of
these, and the unnthers that would be given awuy !*"

You see, by the words | have emnphasised, that an idea was
about that people would purchase these labels to look at and
keep, and not fur the work that would he executed for the
money paid.

In “ Gibbons® Monthly Journal ” for March 31st, 1900, there
appeared a letter from Mr. E, Heginbottom, t.a., on the
question of collecting these unused labels for postage,
which he says:

« Rowland Hill intended stamps to frank letters and not to
be placed in albums before doing their work, and be thus
called postage stamps—they were essentially made for the
purpose of franking letters at a reduced cost to the public of
a penny for a certain scale of weight.”

Now [ am not going to argue to-night that you must not
collect these unused lubels issued for postage, but | am going
to argue that these nnused labels are not * postage ™ stamps
at all, and that until used for the purpose intended, they
cannot be postage stamnps.

In order to explain what I mean, 1 will quote you the
definition of the words ** PosTace " and ** Srayvpe,” and also
the compound term * PosTAGE-STaMp.” as defined by Nuttall
in his dictionary :—

1.—Stamp.—He defines a ** Stamp " as a stamped label to

frank a letter.

2.—Postage.—The price paid for conveyance by post.

Pust.—An established system of letter carrying: and
3.—Postage-Stamp.—As an adhesive stamp of different values
affixed to letters, etc., etc., to be: sent by post.

Taking these words in the same order as quoted ahove,
(1) we find that a stamp kept UNused does not frank a letter;
(2) the price paid tor the unused label is for conveyance by post,
and not for the intrinsic value of the label; (3) and if kept
unused it has not been affixed to letters, etc., to be sent by post,
and therefore cannot be a postage stamp.

Now the unused label, not having fulfilled any of the above
conditions, cannot lay claimn to anything connected with the
conveyance of letters by post, except that it was issned for
the purpose of postage, and could still be used, unless
demonetized.

If the unused label is a postage stamp, why is it necessary
that some of each issue must actually pass through the post
before the unnsed remamder can be classed as a postage
stamp ?

No doubt you will say it is necessary for some of them to
pass through the post, in order to prove that the issue of the
label is official.

But if the issue of the label is official, and the whole
supply is bought up unased, as report says some issnes have
been {no postinarked copies being known), they cannot then
be postage stamps, as, according to your rule, ** Some of
them must pass through the post.” They were 1ssued for
postal purposes, but never put to practical use.

You might liken the nnused pustage label w the printed
torm or label kept by business firins lor use as receipts.

These printed torms would not be recogmzed as receipts
before use, neither would the fact that some of them had been
used entitie the unused remainder to be called receipts, but
owing to the receipt forms bearing the name of the firm they
are issued by, they would be recognized as bowi-fide receipts
by their custoners whren used as such.

It is also usually understood that the label authorized for
postage in any particular country can only be used by the
residents of that countiv, and the postage label, similar to
the receipt form, either bears the name of the conntry or some
other distingnishing feature, 1n order to be easily recognized
as a bandfide label belonging to the country of issue.

Therefore, if the bend-fide label for receipts cannot be re.
cognized as a receipt till used, surely the boni-gide label for
pustage cannot be recognized as a postage stamyp till used.

A person, comparatively speaking, does not huy the receipt,
but accepts it to show that he has paid all dues and demands,
and this s the same with the unused postage label, it is a re-
ceipt for money paid for something doue or to bhe done.

Respecting the labels issued for both Postal and Fiscal
purposes, viz,, those inscribed * postapge and revenue’, it is
curious to notice the number of collectors who never scruple
to include these, in unnsed condition, in a collection of post.
age stamps ; doubtless forgetful of the fact that in the nuused
state they are as much a * fiscal ” as anvthing else. POSTAGE
bemyg only oNE of the uses to which they can be put.

Until the label is used for une of the purposes intended, it
simply remains a label issued for either postal or fiscal
purposes.

Collectors of ** fiscals ™ are very particular about the stamps
included in their collections ; there must be no doubt about it
being a fiscal; and | venture to say that very few * fiscalists ™
would collect even single copies of * postage and revenue ™
labels in unused condition as fiscals, as there is nothing to
show that they have been used fiscally.

Neither can | imagine a collector of fiscals including sheets
of these unused postage and revenue labels in his collection,
although. from a so-called postage stamp collector’s point of
view, he would be gnite justified in doing so.

Theretore, if the fiscalist only includes the postage and
1evenne series in his collection, when they are so marked as
to show that they have been used fiscaily, then the collector
of postage stamps shonld only include the postage and
revenue series when they are so marked as to show that they
have been used postally.

Take another example:—aA label issned solely for fiscal
purposes has been authorized or allowed to be used for
postage. \When so used it hecomes a postage stamp.

But what is the status of the still unused remainder ?

Uintil used no one can tell which one will be used fiscally,
or which one postally, and they are. practically speaking, the
same as the stamps inscribed postage and revenge.

But the collector of postage stamps calls the umsed
postage and revenue labels ** pustage stamps,” hecause they are
available for postage.

Therefore, according to this rule, the vsuskn fiscal, heing
available for postage. must be a postage stamp alsa.  But do
collectors of unused postage and revenue labels also include,
in unused condition. these revenne labels and call themn
« postage stamps ™ ? [ amn afraid they do not, as they would
say ‘‘there is nothing to show that they have been nsed
postally.”

But what about the unused postage and revenue labels and
also your rule that “if some are used for postage the
remainder are the saine ™ ?

\Vhat a stamnp really is depends upon the use to which it is

put.

Until any stamp is nsed for the purpose intended or allowed,
it simply remains an * unused label,” and is not entitled to he
called a * postage stamp " any more than the wnused receipt
forin is entitled to be called a receipt.

The postmarked copy cannot he ignored, as you depend
upon it for catalogue rank, and in most cases you depend
upon the postinark for date of issue.
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The postinarked copy also decides the use of fiscals for
postage, and is, in many cmcs,the only distingunishing feature
of the **used abroad” series of Great Britain, which are
now so popular.

There 15 also the unsurcharged bisected stamp, such as
those of Nevis. This variety obviously canuot bhe collected
unused, and a postmarkad copy on original is necessary.

Respecting the ¢ cancelled to order* variety of label, this
rubbish should never be included in any collection of stamps.
In fact, these labels shounld never be bought under any
colmderatnon as they have never been postally used, and
cannot be used if required, whereas many an nnused label
can still be nsed, and is worth face value for this purpose.

Tn concluding my rewmarks on the unused postage label, |
have an idea that if collectors would nof purchase new issues
nnused, it would be a great help towards putting a stop to the
quantity of labels that have the suspicion of being issned
stmply because there are collectors of these things.

An instance of this kind has just occiurred in our own
conntry. A stamp, issned to commemorate the South African
Union, is being sold at the office of the High Cominissioner

in London. ‘TI'he stamp sold here has never heen to South
Africa, nor even been to a pust office. \Why are these labels
heing sold here? Simply because there are coliectors of
these things and not becanse they are vequired for postage,
postage being only an excuse to dip still farther into the
lpobcklets of that patient snflerer, *the collector of unused
abels "

The intrinsic value of an unused label is very small, and if
sold at face value is the means of a country making a large
profit from collectors.

If every purchaser of these new issues purchased only for
the benefit derived from using them postally, the revenue
from the sale of these labels would be greatly reduced, and
the temptation to create unnecessary issues would be greatly
diminished, and also help to do away with the practice of the
selling of * remainders.”

Collectors of anything other than postage labels are very
chary of collecting things that have a suspicion of being
created for them only. A collector should only collect things
that come into being on their own account, as it were, and
not on his.

£ s d £ s d,
Natal, 1877-79, 1d. on 6d. rose, surch. Holland, Postage Due, 18815, perf
2 double, one inverted ..t 3 0 114 X 12, type 1., 25¢. t 8 o
Huc‘lon Reports 1891, 2hd. on 4d. brown, the Ditto, perf. 114 x 12, type 1V, .eoc 1 o ©
* error ' HALFU'ENN "' 3 o o Ditto, perf. 114 x12,type 1V.,25¢. 1 6 o
New Republic, 30 Aug. '86, 2d. uo]et ltaly, letter sheets of 1819, embossed‘
, Cioni . on blue granite paper, error 15¢. on white .. .. 015 ©
Signifies Unused. zuin AE’RICA "}onlﬁued -+ 1t 6 o Hong I\'m?g. 181, 20¢. on 3oC., Mint
Messrs. PUTTICK & SIMPSON'S Sale, 1887, £1 violet on yellnw paper, pair. one stamp  without
A . mint 1 0 o Chinese surch. S.t;G.70a .. 1106 ©
March 14th and 15th, 1911 (Continned). | zZanzibar on Indmu 5 rupees ultr'l- D)itto, 20c. on 3oc., mint pair, one
£ 8 d. marine and violet, thev.met), stamp without Chinesesurch.,
Patinlla, Service, 188, ia. brown- with inverted *'r'' in over- and the other with surch.
purple, with red overprint print, S.G. 51, mint . o o twice on left side, and once
donble, two copies .. 3 o o] Nova Scotin_ 1851, 6d. yellow- green. .1 4 0 on right side .. 210 O
I.abuan, 1893, Two Cents on  joc. Rarbados, 1878 provl.. 1d. on half Ditto, soc. on 48c. dull mauxe.
amber, with inverted surch. 5/- rose-red .. e 4 4 O mint pair, one stamp without
mint .. .. .« 113 o ] Cayman Islands, 1908, provl, 1d. on Chinese surch., S.G, 70b,
Shanghai, 1893, s¢. black and blue, 4d. black and red on yellow, mint .. .. 118 o
the error with black part surcharge inverted, mint .. 3 10 o© Diuo, soc. on ¢8c. .mml pair, one
inverted, mint .. 4 5 o [ Dominica, 1886, C. & C.A,, 1/- dull qlamp“nhmnLhmesewrch
Cape of Goaod I[npe 1861, \\'nndl)lnck mapgenta, mint ., 1 4 © and the other with surch. on
id. carmine .. 3 3 o | Grenada, l\m;, s Head, mulnplewmk each side ..o212 0
Vryburgh, 1900, V.It. Special Pn-.t 10/- green and purple, mint 1 o o | B.C. Africa, l&n. 41 duti purple,
4d. ureen 1 4 o | St Chrismphcr, 1886 provl., 1d. on S.G.s1, mint .. .. 1 0 0
Lagos, 88486, 2.6 olivc~b|ack, 5/‘ fd. green, the variety, with- B.S. Africa, 1890_ £1 blue, mint .. 1 7 ©
blue and 10/- purple-brown, out bar .. .. I 0 0 Ditto, £2 rose red, mint . 111 o
overprinted *' Specimen™ .. 3 3 o | St Vincent, 1881 provl,, Ad. in red on 1897, £1. mint .. 1 3 o
British Columbia, 1807, perf. 124, 5¢. half 6d. yellow-green,a mint 18981908, /1 purpie mlm .1 3 0
red, a mint block of 4 .. §1I0 0 unsevered pair .. .. 2 8 o £5 deep blue, mint . 5 §5 O
Ditto, 25c¢. yellow, a ditto ditto.. 3 12 0 Buenos Ayres, 1858, 4 rls, sepia, Gambia, 1880, 1/- green, mint I 5 0
St. Lucia, 1860, 4. blue. ., 2 2 0 variety * CUATO Cs "' .. 2 8 o | Niger Coast, Dec. 1893, One §l|lllnng
PPostal Viscals, 1881, (oar penny Colombia, 1862, 1 peso lilac . 2 4 0 on 2d., $.(G;. 30 mint 1t 3 0
stamp, yellow® .. i 15 0 | Antioguia, 15t issue, 1 peso red .. 2 6 o | Zululand, 1888-93, #d. Kreen. S.G. 12
Ditto, shilling stamp, orange, lhe Tonga, 1896, Tongan inscription but with o»erpnm inverted,
error *' Shilding " 3 7 6 reading  upwards  ** Half- mint .. 1 0o 0
Turks Isles, 18581, 28 on 1, - lilac, l)pey’ 315 © penny ' on 7id. on 2d. blue Barbados, 1873, unpcrf (xi orange-
Virgin Isles, |807-6H, perf., 15, 1/- twice surcharged® e 12 0 vermilion, mint pair 115 ©
carmine on white, mint .. 1 4 o | Victoria, 1854, 1 - blue impf. a pair* 3 12 6 British Lolumhla 1867, perf. 12}, Ql
Ditta, 1- carmine on toned, mint 1 34 o W. Australia, 1875, 1d. on 2d. yellow, green® 114 ©
New  South Wales, 1850-51, Sydney twice surcharged ‘e .. 2 O O British Honduras, 18%8- 8(; half of 2c.
View, zd. blue, retouched in on 50c. (8.G. 35), used as 1c. 1 [
spandrels .s I 10 O » Nova Scotia, 1851, Od. yellow-green.. 1 11 o
New Zealand, 1872, no wmk. 2d. ver- Measrs. GLENDINING & Co.’s Sale, Trinidad, l\‘lay5 1859, imperf.. 1-
milion, vetouehed, mint .. 3 o o March 218t & 22nd, 1911. indigo, mint pair .. 118 o
Uruguay, 1866, 10e, green, a fine Great Britain, 1840, proof of the 1d.
tete-biéche pair, mint <« 210 O black, and a copy of the Prince Messrs. PLUMRIDGE & Co.’s 8Sale,
Consort essay, alsoin black .. o 16 o .
Mcasrs. VENTOM, BULL & COOPER'S Sale, 185%-79, 1d. red, plate 225, mint March 23rd & 24th, 1611
March 17th. 1911 block of four 4 2 6 | Bavaria, 1870, 12k. lilac .. .1 5 0
ar ' ) Ditto, Anchor, on bluish pnper Relgium, 1875, 5 francs, red- b"’““ 1 50
Gread Britain, 1872, the forgery of the lo/ grey-green, $.G. 131 .. 1 11 o | Danish West Indies, 1873, 14 cents,

1/- green, plue O 217 6 Ditto, {1 brown-lilac, $.G.132.. 2 14 o green and hlac .. <+ 12 0
Bavaria, Postage Due stamp, 188805, litto, Anchor, on white paper, Finland, 1856, 5 kop blue 1 8o
10 pf. greenishgrey, over- £5 orange . 117 o 1867, 1 mark, 1875, perf. 13X 134,

print omitted .. .. 710 © 1873-80, 24d. rosy-mauve, theerror 32 pen, lake .. 150
Ceylon, 1864, Star, nd. orange-red® 1 11 o of lettering, S.G. 150 1 16 o | Great Hritain, 1867, 6d. mauve, plale
Straits Settlements, i’erak, 1goo, 3c. 1883-4, blue paper, §/-rose,5.G. 170 1 2 o to, mint, imperforate .. o v
on 1 dollar green and pale 1884, Crown, £1,and 1888, 0rbs,£1 2 10 o Ditto, 2.- brown . 2 6 o
green, the variety, small **t™ 1887-92, {1 green, mint .. 1. 0 O Ditto, Anchor on b]ued 10 grey-
in " Cent", S, 93* .. 1 3 o | Holland, 1867-71, perfl. 104X 10, on green. ri1o o
Cape of Good Hope, 1855, 0d. lilac, bluish paper, Die IL., 15c Ditto, Anchor on white, £50ﬂ"RP 2 4 0
rouletted . .. 310 0 chestnut, S.G. 28 6 0 o 1883, Crowns, £t brown, 1888,
Natal, 1869, ** Postage " 1smm. long, 1872-88, perf. 13%x 12, 5¢. blue, an Orbs, £1 brown .. .. 2 0 0O
clean-cut perf., 3d, blue .. 1 10 0 nncatalogned variety .. 0 g 0 f To br rontinned. )




i nkfadf = O A o AN AR AN B BT ARRAN AT A e e e e

i
1

PP D WL R RPRPT S TP SRR N L

Py

e B e, b Nk AT

THE

Stamp Collectors™ Fortnightly

AND INTERNATIONAL STAMP ADVERTISER.

With whiab are incorporated '*8tamps,” the '‘Btamp Oollectors' Monthly,”” the * Youog Btamp Qollector,” and the **Stamp Qollactors’ Guaardisn.”

Edited by PERCY C.

BISHOP.

."« The “8.,C.F.” is the Official Journal of the 8cottish Philatelic Bociety, the Liver-
pool and Liverpool Junior Philatelic Bocieties, the Junior Philatelic Bociety of
8cotland, the Manchester Junior Philatelic Bociety, the Bristol and Clifton
Philatelic Bociety, the Bouth Wales and Monmouthshire Philatelic SBociety, the
North of England Philatelic Bociety, the Hull Philatelic Association, the Hudders-
field Philatelic Bociety, the North London Philatelic Society, the Northampton
Philatelic Bociety, the Croydoen Philatelic Bociety, the Bath Philatelic Bociety,
the Weymouth and Portland Philatelic Society, the Dundee and District Philatelic
8ociety, the Bolton Philatelic S8ociety, the 8outh Essex Philatelic Society, the
Aberdeen and North of Bcotland Philatelic Society, the Bwadlincote Philatelic
Society, the B.T.P.A.,, and the principal Exchange Clubs.

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS.

PAGE
New Zealand Notes . 82
Stamp Auctions in London .. .. 83
Editorial .. .. B4
The King Edward Nutionnl Memoria] 84
New Issues and Yarietles . B85
New Publication . 86
The Future of the Philatelic Con‘rass 87
The New British Stamps o 88

No. 426.—Vol. XVII.

SATURDAY, JULY &, 1911.

ONE PENNY.

Philatelists of @o~-Day.

XXXIX.—MR.

mauguration of a German

I"hilatelic Society.

here. Mr. Sadezkyv, an enthusiastic
junior  philatelist, has recently

adherents and s

British | basis.

now
The first mecting was held on January
lust, and there are
throughout the regular philatelic season.

W

founded a flourishing  Hamburg
section of the Chums Soctety of
Stamp Collectors, and is at the
present time acting as its on,
Secretary, and doing excellent
work for his fellow members and
for Popular Philately.

Born in Laverpool i 1390, Mr.
Sadezky was educated in Germany
and afterwards came to London
to take up a mercantile post. While
here he joined the Chums Society,
becoming one of its most enthusi-
astic  members and  conducting
extensive exchange - correspond-
ence with fellow members in all
parts of the world. \When he again
went to Germany to take up the
post he now holds with the Ham-
burg Agency of the Chartered
Bank of India, Australia  and
China, he remained a member of
the C.8.8.C., and becoming more

Mie. Lavnescr € Sap 2xy.

and more interested in the Society,

he determined to attempt the
. W~ . ' N

formation of a * Section ™ in

the branch, and very quickly 1t

Hamburg.
fuur fellow-enthusiasts to support him he inaugurated

With only | eration,
Society

attracted other

A vearly
is certainly
cotlecting of subscriptions.”

LAURENCE C. SADEZKY.

Tlll RE is something unusual, if not unique, in the
branch of a
The hero of this novel enterprise is
Mr. Laurence C. Sadezky, whose portrait is presented

estublished on o satisfactory
26th

regular fortnightly  meetings

most recent of
Mr. Sadezky,

At one of the
these  patherings
who 1s keenly mterested in the
stamps of the Dntish  Empire,
read to his fellow members a
paper on the " Stunps  of King
Edward.”

The thunburg section of the
C.8.5.C., conducts o regular ex-
change of stunps  with other
sections of that amazingly vinle
society, and also with mdividual
members in various parts of the
world.

Mr. Sadezky s an ardent
behever in the value of the Annual
Philatelic Congress, and is hopeful
of seemng the DBritish Congress
firmly established as a uscful fact-
or in Briush Philately bke the
‘ Philatelistentag © of  Gernimy.
‘I osincerely hope 7, he writes in
arecent letter to the Ednor of the
Fortnightly,” that the creation of
a Permanent Congress Connnittee
is the first step towards Fed-
contribution to be peud by each
a much better scheme than the
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IRew Zecaland Rotes.

By IRWIN FARIS,

13d. Stamps.

The Australian  Philatelist publishes a letter from the
Postmaster-General, in which it is stated that *the last
printing of the 1ld. postage stamps, comprising 935 sheets,
was received by the Chief Postimaster at Wellington, from the
Stamp Office, un 20th September, 1gog.”

This, of course, refers to the Cowan, perf. 14.

Special ** Native'' Stamps.

It is stated in the PPublic Press that the Maori Council is
asking the Government to prepare a special issne of pustage
stamps for use on correspondence of Natives to Natives,
with the view of the Maori Council participating in the
revenue therefrom. It remains to be seen whether the
Government will entertain the proposal.

‘“ Mixed’ Stamps.

There appears to be, atmongst Juniors, some confusion of
the terms ** Mixed "’ and “ Compound.” A stamp 13X 11X
I4XTT, 14XTIX 11 X111, 14X 14X 14X 11, &C., is not ** mixed "
but compound {I term it a *donble compound.”) The
“mixed” stamp has two gauges parallel to each olher, or
blending.

Officials.

The following varieties exist in addition to those given in
an earlier list:—

1d. 1904 issue, “ 1" for < L."

1d. * Umversal ;5 comb, *“ O F " broken at cenire (design
shows through).

1d. * Dominion,” ditto.

1d. “Umversal™; comb, “ F." for “E " in word * postage.”

1d. * Dominion,” short * .’ in * Official,” the vertical line
of L being much shorter than other letters.

1d. ** Universal”; comb. In one stereo there is a clear
white spot within the period.

4d. Pictorial; comb, broken plate (in design).

4d. Pictorial; comb, “F " for * " in » Penny.”

zd. Pictorial, 3d. Pictorial; the sterentypes for overprints
of these stainps appear to have heen the last casts,
and frum the same natrices, they being very coarse
and of uneven thicknesses, and naturally very prolific
in minor differences, such as joined letters, very thick
letters, broken letters, period wissing, etc.

I again advise 1caders that the }d. comb Pictorial had a

very limited issue, and must be scarce, 1 have not yet seen

the 1d. Dominion * Official ™ with broken “O'" in **One
penny.”  Probably the overprinting was completed before

break occurred in plate.

Beware |

Cleaned stamps, passing as * Unused, no gum,” appear to
be of increasing number. They are generally of high
denomination. Many can be distingnished by their pale
lack-lustre appearance. others by traces of a fiscal embossed
cancellation. I have also noticed that in some instances the
shades of staps have been interfered with by sun-bleaching
or by chemicals. Shun them!

IForged * Othcial " overprints are reported to be in circula-
tion, therefore when accepting copies see that the date-stamp
abliteration is ahove the overprint.  The collection of unused
“ Officials " being illegal, he who * diggeth a ditch™ may
expect to fall into it,

There is a suspicion abroad that imitations of * mixed ”
perfs. are being attempted, but these are hardly likely to be
successful, as the peculiarities of the various machines are
distinct and well known. As before mentioned, faked
roulette * full.-faces " are not uncommon, nor are ** chpped "
perf, ** {ull-faces "’ (to represent imperfs.). In every case see
that stamps have wide side-margins.

Beware of accepting * fiscally cancelled " stamps as

“ postally used.” As before mentioned, a circular immpression
with name ot a place plus a Crown, is fiscal. If the Crown
does not appear on stamp, the impression can nevertheless
e distinguished by reason of its heing much larger and in
hieavier type than a postal date-stamp. KRemember that
“ Otago " within a cirenlur impression is fiscal, but within an
obliteratoy is postal.

As Basted Mills, perf. 11 are rare, be careful not to accept
“ thin Waterlow " for such.

In accepting * Cowan, no watermark " carefully examine
specitnens to see that they are not partially (very slightly)
watermarked.

As Waterlow componnds and mixed are more valuable
than Basted, see that the latter are not substituted. \When
accepting * Insurance™ carefully distinguish between the
two styles of watermark. 'The latter is the mouie valuable.

Beware of “blenté” or * blued paper” stamps which are
of intense colour—they may have been throngh the laundry
blue-tul! The 1d. *tull-face " lends itself readily to *faking.™
s0 in a less measure does the 1;- of same issue, but the zd.
although not invainerable is hard to fake.

Juniors should remember that pelure paper has no water.
nark, and not accept * Star " issnes with indistinct watermark
on equally thin paper.

Remember.

The bleuté at hack of Nos. 4 and 5 * full-face” is often
questionabie.

That Nos. g to 27 are on very thick peper. and have no
watermurk. Do not confuse them with Nos. 78 to g1,

Do not confuse the * Star” and * N Z* watermarks. If
casually examined the angles of the letters N Z are very apt
to be inistaken for the points of a Star.

Particularly watch that the diamond points of a = Lozenge "
are not mistaken for the points of a Star! *lozenge™
stamps were not printed in sheets, but on smail slips of
paper originally intended for Bank Cheques!

Remember that Nos. 106, 107 and 108 are large * N Z "
(same as Nos. 66 to 6g) and do not accept as No, 107
specimens bearing small “n g” being part of watermark
of No. 1134,

Do not accept as No. 110 unwatermarked specimens from
margins of sheets of No. 1134,

Remember that Nos. 112 and 113 are medium Star \water
mark type No. 4) and do not accept any with small Star,
being part of watermark of No. 1134,

Specimens of No. 1134 can always be distingnished by their
bright rose colour, previous issues being much duller.

That 8d. Cowan perf. 14 was issued in both blue and steel-
blue, same as perf. 11 (Nos. 278 and 27y).

That in addition 1o Nos. 304 306 there was a machine in
use at New Zealand Lxhibition giving a partly imperf.
specimen.

That * dotted dies " is a misnomer.
convinced, only alignment marks. In full sheets only certan
stamps show the dot between. The omission may, however,
be due to differences in inking or printing. 1 think that at
most they indicate differences in plates only, not in dies. |
take very little interest in these ** dotty " variations.

That No. 310115 a very deep yeliow-green (I should say an
olive-green). There exists aiso a light, pale, yellow.-green
(same colour as §d. Official first issue) which is rare,

That red-centre postage dues exist only in {d., 1d. and 2d.
Of these only the 4d. exist both watermark and no watermark.

The Ld. and r1d. exist both perf. 11 and perf. 15. The
zd. perf. 11 is rare, There are two centre colours of 1d.
perf. 14, carmine and pink, and 10 other issues iexcepting
No. 521) several shades of both ceutre and frame colours. Iu

fact former may be terined differences of colonr, being scarlet
and red.

These dots are, 1 am

No 1ssues.

No id. comb 14 X 144, nor of any denomination other than
1d. (No. 306a), which is very rare unused, and very scarce
used.

No small die, rough perf. 14, in other than 3d. and 6d.
There are light and deep brown in former, and three or four
shades of latter.
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* Official.”” “

No 2id., sd., 8d., gd., xe er 2/- ing i i
] -\a(:“‘zi(o ' Serf.:.; rOglfigh‘nor any value over z/- excepting Stamp Huctlons l" tondon.”
Varieties. AN UNFAIR ATTACK.

I have recently secured :—Pair 4d. unused, Star, Queen's
Head (No. 1121, imperl. between, horizontally.

King’s Head lssues.

There are three *“ machines” in use, 14 single-line, 14x 144
comb. and 13X 15 comb. These are apparently nsed indis-
criminately used, as | before remarked, we may expect to
see in tune three gauges of each denomination (ncluding
< official "),

The issues to date are:—

Perf. 14 (S.1.—3d., 4d.. 5d., 6d., 1/-.

Perf. 14X 143 (C.)—2d., 3d., 4d.. 5d., 6d., 8d.. 1 -,

Perf. 14X 15 (C.)—4d., 1d.

Su far all Postage Dues, perforated 14 are * rough.” having
been perforated on the old rotary machine,

Juniors are frequently puzeled by the term ** machine.”
In some cases it is definitely stated that during a certain
period only one * machine " was in use. yet more than one
gange existed. There are several explanations. The gauge
depends upon the **head ” affixed to the » machine ™ whether
the former be * single Line ™ or *comb,” the * bed plate™ of
course corresponding in each case. Instances have occurred
ot in New Zealand) where owing to a comb not suiting an
aitered size of stamnp, the teeth were removed and the comb
thus converted inte a single line or * guillotine” head ;
whilst in other cases the heads and bed-plates have been
changed, this resulting in different gauges, although literally
only one ‘- machine™ existed. Differences of gauge also
oecur owing to irregularly-spaced heads (see special article
on this subject). Collectors will, hlomever, be well advised
in obtaining sets of present N / varieties of perf, as they are
from separate nachines and will be essential to complete
collectinns,

Compounds,

In a previous issue 1 stated with regard to the 1d. of 1902,
that although I held speciinens and pairs perforated 11 x14
I was not quite satisfied that thev were not from blocks of
“mixed . | have since obtamed a block which dispels all
doubt.  In reply to a correspondent I may sav that the
Waterlow, Basted, and no watermark compounds of 1qgor-
1902 exist both 11X 14 and 14Xx 1.

Queen's Heads.

lHave any readers studied the variations in watermarks of
the 1882 issue 12xt1}? Thev consist of differences in
height of letters, spacing. and height of Star. Three types
in all.  As the subject has heen resnscitated in the recent
report of the New Zealand Philatelic Society, it will probably
receive some attention at the hands of collectors.  Personaliy,

although aware of the variations. 1 have not studied them. |

Investigators quote themn as under (—

2 ]

n‘:m mm. mm

Height of letters NZ 44 5 5
Space hetween N and / 3 3-4% 24
Space between NZ and Star 5k 24-34 6
Height of Star 74 8 ]

Top of NZ to bottom of Star 17!} 19

Type 2 was issned from near the end of 1891 to beginning
of 1842 and was therefore in use only a short time. Itis
casily distinguishable.

English Print.
The 2d. lake Pictorial exists in:perf. hetween both vertically
and horizontally.

Imperf. Between.
I hold unnsed pairs of both 6d. no watermark Pictorial,
and Cowan waterinark Pictorial.

tTo be concluded.

* §.C.F., Vol. XVL., pp. 155, 179. 231

UNDH'R the French equivalent (* Les Ventes publiques de

Timbres-poste a Londres ") of the above quoted heading,
a continental contemporary, La Revie Philatéhque Fruncarse,
pubiishes an open letter, in which the anonymous writer gives
a detailed description, copied from the Catalogue, of certain
lots purchased by him at a London Stamp Auction, and
complains that these lots were much inferior to what might
be expected from the description.

Neither the name of the auctioneer nor the date of sale is
disclosed. but the numbers of the lots and the details are
given i fnll.  The letter, after stating that the stamps. for
which 103 francs was given, are worth perhaps 15 to 25 francs,
winds up with a general warning to French I'hilatelists not to
buy at English Stamp Anctions.

As the writer evidently sent a hid for these lots, which
were knocked down to him * au prix de ma limite ", it is a
fair assnmption that the previous bid was in each case only
a little below his, and that some one considered the stamps
as being worth in the aggregate considerably more than
*peut-étre 15 4 20 fr."; unless there was an absurdly high
reserve. which no business-like auctioneer would—for his
own sake—either advise or accept.

Supposing. however, that the complaint is well-founded,
and that the descriptions of the lots are grossly misleading,
the purchaser is legally entitled to refuse the stwmps and
request the return of his money: has this right been put
forward ?

Assnming the very worst—iisdescription, ** putfing ' and
a refusal to cancel the sale—we would remind the com-
plainant that the old proverh Ex uno Jisce omnes works ont
most anfairly where different individuals, tn nowise having
the same interests, are concerned ; and that a quite natural
annoyance at the unfortunate result does not in the least
justify the sweeping suggestion—for the suggestion is clearly
made—that all london auctioneers are in the habit of
misdescribing lots entrusted to them for sale. in order to
deceive philatelists unable to personally inspect the stamps
offered.

We trust that our contemporary, having voiced its
correspondent’s prievance, will give at least the gist of our
remarks. in justice to our London—and. indeed, all British—
stamp auctioneers, against whom as a body a most un-
warranted and unfair attack has been made.

e P P — ———

SInswers to Gorrespondents.

W.T., (Roundhay).—Thanks for postcard. We have in-
verted the animal you mention, and can trace the suggested
ontline—better not to refer to it niore defiuitely, as it might
be mentioned in Parliament or brought up at the next 1..C.C,
meeting !

F.H. (Sahshury. S.A.)—\We are very sorry your letter has
been so long overluoked, and now hasten to answer your
(uestion.

The ** Lady Mcleod ™ statp is. we believe, never cancelled
except in pen-and-ink; and sometimes, althongh ou the letter,
it is uncancclled.

The stamps are occasionally found torn, hnt we are
upaware that this was a forin of cancellation : it would have
been better to tear a piece oft.

-_— ..__._*——-. T

With this number of the S.C.F. we circnlate an inset
emanating from Mr. Oswald Marsh, of Hamlet Road, Nor.
wood, London, S, In the event of any subscriber not
receiving his copy. a postcard sent tu Mr. Marsh will have
the effect of remedying the omission forthwith,
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The New British Stamps have been very freely,
but not always very intelligently, criticised by press and
public. Certainly they are shoddy productions, worse by a
good deal than those bearing the head of the late King
Edward, but at the same time a vast deal of nonsense has
been =aid and written about themn. Oljection has been
taken to the numerals of value, now appearing on the {d. and
1d. labels for the first time, but this is purely a Postal Union
matter, and Great Britain had already too long delayed the
adoption of this very useful reform. Other critics, equally
ignorant of Postal Union rules and recommendations,
criticise the colours used, and argue that the sober black of
the first penny stamp or the heliotrope of the later Queen’s
head stamp would he more fitting than the red colouring now
employed. We ourselves have received an anonymous
suggestion that the stamps should be gummed on the frm]t
and have the design printed on the back! and there is
perhaps as tmuch sense in this as in many of the * letters to
the papers" that people with imperfect knowledge of the
conditions have hastened to write.

The Postmaster-General, before this number of the
Fortnightly is in the hands of its readers, will bave made a
statement on the subject of the King George postage stamps
in the House of Cotnmons. At the moment of writing it is
nuiderstood that Mr. Samuel will hold out no prospect of a
change of design, but will promise that better means of pro-
duction shall be employed as early as practicable, That at
least it may be hoped the authorities will insist upon.

The Future of the Congress, the Annual Philatelic
Congress of Great Britain, is a subject in which all Philatehsts
must feel a deep and a personal interest, for as Mr. Philpot
Crowther shows in his contribution on the subject in another
part of this number, the future of the Congress is franght
with vast possibilities for the advancement and betterment of
Philately. Weare cordially inviting our readers to contribute
their views as to the future organisation and developinent of
the Congress, and we trust there will be no stint in the
response of those who have ideas to ventilate upon the
subject.

From Australia, meantime, we have received pre-
liminary detatls of the First Philatelic Congress of Australia,
to be held under the auspices of the Sydney Philatelic Club,
at the King’s Hall, Philip Street, Sydney, from October 12th
to October 19th next. On the two following days, October
2oth and 21st, au Exhibition isto be held under congressional
auspices ; so that, all told, our Australian cousins will spread
their philatelic gathering over a period of ten days. We
shall await further details with great interest, and in the
meantime it may be added that all communications regarding
either the Congress or the Exhibition should be addressed to
Mr. C. F, Williams, Grand Honorary Secretarv, Box 1751
G.P.O., Sydney, New South Wales.

@The King Edward

IRational Memorial.

Brystal Palace Stamp.

‘1" HE King EEdward National Memiorial Fund, 26, Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, W, has issued a One Farthing stamp,
of which we give an illustration above; 1st edition 1 grey;
2nd in altramarine. Printed in sheets of twenty four—four
rows of six—with marginal inscriptions giving the issuing
department, printers' name, edition and colour ; these stamps
are being sold for a most worthy object, the saving of the
famous Crystal Palace and its beautiful grounds for the nation.
The old stamp.preducing firm, Messrs. Perkins, Bacon
and Co., Ltd., are the engravers and printers of this stamp;
and that fact alone, if no other, should be an inducement to
every philatelist to support the inovement, by purchasing at
least one enlire sheet— there are no varieties to plate !—and
using the stamps as seals on his or her letters.

These stamps are not made for collectors, and there is the
material inducement that every purchaser of 1,200 copies
{25/- worth) will be entitled to a life season-ticket to the
Palace, in the event of its being saved.

The Crystal Palace, the grounds of which are some two
miles in circumference, is eminently sunitable for exhibitions
of all kinds, and for expositions of indoor and outdoor sports;
and, as all the world knows, has just been utilised for the
entertainment of our Philatelic King's 100,000 little
Coronation guests.

To lose the Crystal Palace, and to exchange its fair park
for bricks and mortar. would be a national disaster, a disgrace
to lL.ondon, and a breach of duty to the millions who will
follow on in the years to come.

We hope that all our correspondents will, so lung as the
subscription-list is open, use these pretty little line-engraved
pictures as seals on their letters to us, and we on our part
will do the same. Every little helps!

———— b — — -

@oming Quents in Philately.

AUCTION SALES.

July 1oth.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at bg, Fleet Street, F.C..
at g.15 p.m.

July r1ith and 12th,
Regent Street, W
July 13th. —Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co.. at 6g. Fleet Street. E.C.

July 13th and ryth.—Messrs. Ventom, Bull & Cooper, at the Loudoun
Hotel, Surrey Street, Strand, London, W.C.

July s7th and 18th.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co.. at 69, Fleet

Messrs, Glendining & Co., at 7, Argyll Streer,

Street, F.C.

July 2oth.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69, I'leet Sireet, E.C.
(Wholesale).

July z4th and 25th.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69, Fleet

Street, E.C.
July 3ist.— Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 69, Fleet Street, E.C.

September 26th and 27th.—Messrs. Puttick & Simpson, at 47, Leicester
Square, London, W.C.

September.—Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 6364, Chancery Iane, W.C.

October 3rd and 4th.—Messrs. Glendining & Co., at 7, Argy!l Street.
Regent Street, W,

o




Julv & 1911.

STAMP COLLECTORS' FORTNIGHTLY ([No. 426]. 85

J

JRotes on Rew Issues
and Variecties.

The loan of specimens of neww stamps, and copies of official dociuments
relating thereto or to changes in the current issues. will be much
appreciated and duly acknorcledged.

The number in paventhesis after the name of a couniry is that of the issue of
the * S.C.F.” in whick the Inst reference to that! country was maae.

Great Britain (323).—We formally chronicle the issued
valnes of the new series with head of King George :—
Surfuce-printed. Wmbk, Large 11880y Crown. Perf 113 x 14,

22 June, 1911, 4d., green.
1d., carmine red.

In the notice of these two stamps given in the S.C.F. of
the 24th ult., we reframed trom expressing an opimion on the
designs : but it is evident, from the almost unanimons dis-
approval, that the one feeling is disappointinent. coupled
with wonder and regret that the Inland Revenne cannot give
us some stamps of which as a nation we could be proud.

The Postage Stamp says:

* The McCorquodale prints of the lidwardian }d. postcard.
and, probably, wrappers are out, but in the case of the
former the two printings are to all intents and purposes
indistingunishable, while in the case of the latter the stamp
itselt will probably not show any difference, but there is a
slight detail in the form of the wrapper which distinguishes
the McCorquodale from the De La Rue prints. We are not
permitted to say what it 1s, but onr advice to those interested
is, * Use your eyes.” ™

Bavaria (425).—Messrs. Whitfeld King & Co. inform us
that the coloured posters chronicled in our previous number
are printed in sheets of Aifty.

China (3y3).—Irom Messrs. Bright & Son we have a note
that they have **just heard from a correspondent in Tibet,
to the effect that the Iinperial Post Office of China recently
issied a set of stamps, surcharged in Indian currency and
native characters on the current Chinese stamps, for their
three Post Offices in Tibef. The complete set consists of the
following values—3 pies, 1, 1,2, 2}, 3.4, 6, & 1za. and 1 & 2r.”

By a later post we have from Mr. W. T, Wilson a set of the
stamps, accompanied by the following information :

*The ratson d'étre of these stamps 1s as follows—the
Imperial Chinese Post Offices is negotiating an arrangement
with the Indian P. ). for an exchange of mails from Tibet to
China and other countries. At present there is no agreement
and the Chinese P. Q. is charged full rates for all articles
handed over to the Indian Authorities at Gyautse and Yatung:
the stamps are to recoup the Chinese P, (). and have to be
affixed by the sender in Tibet in addition to the Inland
postage. As soon as the agreement i1s entered into the
stamps will become obsolete. An additional 1} anva is
charged on registered articles if an acknowledgment is
required. They are used at the five following Chinese Post
Othces in Tibet, viz.: Yatung., Phan jong, Gyantse, Shigatse,
Lhassa.”

Current Chinese, surcharged with native characters, and with
new value in English, for use in Tibet. Perf. 14.
* Three Mes ™ on 1 cent, ochre-buff.
sHalf Anna ™ on 2 cents, green.
 One Anna ™" on 4 cents, orange-vermilion.
 Two Annas** on 7 cents, lake.
* Two & Half Annas ' on 10 cents, ultramarinc.
** Threc Annas * on 16 cents, olive-green,
* Faur Annas ** on 20 cents, brown-lake.
o Six Annas " on 30 cents, rose-red.
« Twelve Annas *° an S0 cents, green.
* Ine Rupce’’ on 81, carmine and salmon,
* Two Rupees " on 82, carmine und yellow.

The surcharge is in three lines, one in sans-sevif English
letters being in the mmddle. Perhaps our polygiot contem-
porary will decipher the native inscription for us.

Colombia (414).—Messrs. Bright & Son kindly send us
specimens of three nuserable little tickets for Medellin,

Lithographed on sehite paper. Perf. 12,
éc.. green. le., mauve,
2e., crimson.

According to a microscopic inscription at the foot of each
stamp. the lithographer is ]J. I.. Arrango, of Medellin.

Costa Rica 1424).—Judgmyg from the fact that another
value of the 1gn7 has been overprinted ** 1911, 1t looks as if
we shall soon have the complete set. Messrs. Whitheld
King & Co. send us a copy.

Ouverprinted  Habilitido 191777 on 1907 issuc.
A centimos, indigo and orange-butt.

La Revue Philatéliyue Francaise states that of the 19u7 Two
Centimos, 25,000 had the overprint of “ 1911 " in red, and
375.000 in black. Were these the only colours available ?

Iceland (3g9r.—Mr. \W. T, Wilson kindly sends us a new
Four Aur. stamp, which we illustrate : it seem to be all done
by an embossing process though the rehef (except in the
head) is very slight. The stamp, which is printed in sheets
of 100 {10X10), was issued to commmemorate the bhirth of
Jén Sigurdsson, who was born on the 17th June, 1811,

Wmk., Crown.
1 aur., blue,

Enthosscd. Perf. 124, 13,

Papua (421).—Fromn Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. we
have received the nunicolonred Two Pence, the earliest date
for the use of which is given by Ewen's Weekly Stamp News
as 18th April last.

Wik, Crown over A 7 Adelatdey.
2d., hght mauve.

Perf. 124,

Portuguese Colonies (425).—Messrs. Whitfield King
& Co., kindly tell us that they have received further batches
of overprinted Colonial Stamps, as foliows :—

For Angola.—Querprinted “ REPUBILICA ™ in red, except
on the zoor., on wwhich st is in green.

Postage Due. =5 reis, yellow green.

10 ,, slate.
20 ,. brown.
30 ,. orange.

5 .. deep brown,
60 . pale red-brown,
100 ,, maue.
130 ., blue.
HN) . cirmine
MM, deep hlac.
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For St. Thomas and Prince Islands.~The remaining values
of the Dom Carlos series

Ouverprinted + REPUBILICA ™ n red.
15 reis, dull green.

LIS, orange-brown on pink.
130 ., brown on strdaw.
200, purple on fesh

400, dull blue on creain,
300 ,, black on agnure.

700 ,, mauve on yellow,

Roumania (312).—We omitted to chronicle three novelties
sent to us from Ipswich: the One and a Half Banu, of the
1893-6 type, in ochire instead of black, and three values
of the current set with anuther variety of perforation.

1893-6 type.  Perforated 133 x 114,
May, 1911, 14 banu, ochre,
Currcnt Issuc. DPerforated 113,
May, 1911, 5 bani, emerald.
15, grey.
40, green.
Ewen's Weekly Stamp News gives the following varicties
(apart from shades) of the current issue :—
Large Head, typogeaphed i no wmk.
p. H14. 1.3, 5, 13 bani.
p. 133, I, —5, — .,
P T1d x 134, 1, 3, 5, 15 .,
Small Head, engraved @ no wmbk.

p. 114, 3. 10, 25, 40, 30 bani; 1, 2 lei.
p- 134, 10, 25, 40, 30 ,. I, v
po 1 E3h. 5,10, 25, 40,50 L, 5 1, 2,

St. Helena (337). —\We understand that the Georgian
issue is on order and shonld have now reached the Colony;
also that the stamps will be in use two months after receipt,
when the remainders of the REdward VII. series will he
hurned,

8t. Liucia (313).—From Ipswich we have the Five Shillings
of the King Edward type, printed in conformity with the
Colonial colour scheme.
Chalk-surfaced paper, mudtiple Croen CA.
Ss., green and red on yellow.
Urugusay (416). — From our Ipswich friends, we have
received two commemorative labels, together with an account
from a correspondent of theirs, which we reproduce:—

“On the 17th instant the Urugnayan postal anthorities
quite unexpecledly issued a commemorative set of 2c. and j5c.
stamps to celebrate the Centenary of the battle of Las
Piedras won by General Artigas, the portrait of whom
appears on the carrent set of stamps., 30,000 of the zc, and
100,000 of the se. were printed and the Director General
gave orders that ouly four of eich value were to be sold to
each applicant, but on this occasion the postal officials secm
to have surpassed themselves because they declared only a
few hours after the stamps were put on sale that the 2¢. value
was exhausted, which of course is perfectly ridiculous, as 1
am told by several correspondents that it is universally
believed that the officials themselves had cornered this value
as a specuiation,

* Froin several sonrces 1 managed to get forty sets for which
[ have had to pay double face ind 1 enciose on approval uine
sets on same terms, as yvon may like to have then.”

The stamp which has been made the victim is the Seven
Centesimos (Basket of I'ruit) of the 1goo-1 issue; the sur-
charge being in fonr lines, “ARTIGAS 2 CENTESIMOS—
18t1-1911 " in red in one case, and a similar surcharge, but
the value ** 5" centesimos in black for the other cominemo-
rative. A dishgurement on a handsome stamnp.

{7th May, 1911, Surcharged Commeroritives.
2¢., in red on 7¢., orange-brown (1900-1).
§c¢.. in black on 7c., orange-brown (1900-1).
__—__‘_______.

An interesting Post Office tablean was one of the features
of the Coronation pageant at Salisbury. The stall of young
ladies employed by Mr. Willian Brown, the well known
stamp dealer of * Old Sarum,” played a prominent part in
the celebration.

Perforated 11,

@heaper Pestal Stationery.

THE Times of 215t June, has received the following com-
munication from the Postmaster-General :—

The reductions in the prices of the principal articles
of stamped stationery, which will apply to articles both of
the present and the new issues, will take effect on Coronation
Day :—

Postcarps.—Thin posteards bearing 4d. stammp, 4d. each,
(Stout postcards will continue to be sold at 6d. a packetof 11,
or {d. for a single card).

LLETTER-caRDS bearing 1d. stamp, 1d. each.

Books ov Stavprs.—Books containing 18 1d. and 1z id.
stamps of George V. design will be issued at an early date,
price 2s. each. Pending their issue the present books con.
taining 18 1d. and 11 4d. stamps of Edward VI1I. design, wili,
on and after June 22nd, be sold for 1s. 114d. instead of zs., as
al present.

Esmpossen ExvErorks,.—Court size (bearing 1d. stamp).
16. a packet of 11, Commercial size (bearing 1d. stamyp, 2s.
a packet of 23. LVFoolscap size (bearing 4d. stainp) 1s. a
packet of 21, Comimercial size (bearing 4d. stamp) 1s. a
packet of 22.

NEwspParER \WRAPPERS (bearing 4d. stamp), 1s. a packet of
22 ; bearing 1d. stamp, 2s. a packet of 23.

All cards, envelopes, and wrappers are sold i any
qquantities less than a cowmplete packet al proportionate
prices, Iull tables of these prices will appear in the Post
(hice Guide, issued on July 1.

JYew Pubiication.

THe MeLvicee Stamp Books, — Great Brituin .
Edward VI Stamps.  Price 6d., post free 7d.

by W. H. Peckiti. 47, Strand, WW.C.

I have just received the fourteenth voluine of this series of
dainty little bandbooks, written in Mr. Melville's well-known
style—interesting and, without being unduly laboured, com-
plete in all necessary detail—and lavishly illustrated.

As frontispicce, we have an excellent photograph of
Herr Emnl Fiichs, the artist responsible for the portrait on
the series of stamps now heing superseded by the issues of
King George V.

The first chapter gives a concise account of the various
essays, illustrated from specimens in His Majestyv's collection
and including that approved and initialled by King Edward—
also the “ Transvaal ” essay and the proposed Five Pounds.
\We are then taken, after a lucid description of the process
of manufacture of surface printed stamps, throungh the
various values issued in 1902, separate chapters being
devoted to the pale green Haltpenny, the unicoloured
Fourpence and the Sevenpeunce. The ¢ surfaced™ paper
varieties, and the Stamp Booklets are separately and fully
dealt with; asis also the unissned * Tyrian-pinm™ Twopence,
illastrated in unused condition, and also ** nsed on original.**
A tull Check-list, including the Proofs and Essays in
King George's collection, brings the book to a fitting close.

This work is pubhshed very opportunely, and should be in
the hands of every student who wishes to read a complete
history of the British stamps bearing the head of our late
beloved sovereign, King Edward VII. A.B.C.

King
Published

-

From Buckingham Palace, under date June 2nd, 1g11,
Messrs. Charles Nissen & Co. have received the following
letter :—

The Private Secrctary is commanded by the King to thank
Messes, Charles Nissen & Co. for their letter of the Ist. inst., and
the work on ** Pre Victorian Postage Stamps ™ which they have
been kind cnough to forward for His Majesty’s acceptance.
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CSecomd -+ S.C.F.T Sympostun,

@he EFuture of the Philatelic €ongress,

By 1. PHILPOT CROWTHER.

Mentber of the Novth of England. Dundee. South W ales and Monwmouthshive, and Helsingfors Philatelic Societtes.

HaT is to be thie future of the Philatelic Congress of
Great Britain?

It cannot be said that the past of the Congress has been
a particuiarly glorious past; nor can we sav 1t has achieved
anything especially bheneficial to Philately. Why? Because
its meetings have been absolutely irresponsible meetings
armed with no definite powers and assembhng under no
definite constitution,

Mauy of the Delegates present in 1guy and 1yiu recognised
this weakness, an | determined to come to an issue souner or
later on the question of framing some sort of constitution
which would place the Congress in futire years on a firin
constitutional hasis or foundation.  1n their opinion it is a
utter waste of time for a number ot irrespousible Delegates
to meet together in an irresponsible manner to ventilate
irresponsible opinions and to pass irresponsible resolutions,
Every honest man in Philately is quite prepared 1o assent to
the proposition that - thievery 1s a bad thing.” but this pious
expression of opitiun does not stop the = thievery.” and it
cannot be seriously argued that a number of men mecting
together to declare that = thievervis a bad thing " will do
anything towards stoppiug such ** thievery "—yet, in point of
fact, thns is ali that the past work of the Congress has
amounted to,

I'rom a social puint of view. we all admit that the
Congresses do an immense amount of good.  They bring
leading Philatelists together to interchange opimons and
social amenities.  1his is undoonbtedly a step in the right
direction,  But. as 1 say, many of the delegates have long
been convinced that a scheme was needed for organising the
Congress on national lines, so as to loosely federate the
Philatelic Societies of Great Britmn into a sort of Federal
Council, or Parliament. which would exercise controlling
powers in certaun directions for the benefit ot Philately and
the good of Philatelists gencrally.  While leaving every
Society perfectly free 1o manage its own internal attairs this
Federal Council shonid provide ways and means whereby
tautomaticallyy the Congress would be held m various centres,
so that small Societies —established in centres where Philately
as a cnlt was not strongly established—waonld be enabled to
bave the Congress in their midst without having to eonsider
the vital question ** Can g aftord 1t 27 Philately, as a whole,
would nndoubtedly be benefited by the re.aroused mterest in
that particular locality.

At the gathering just held at Birmingham, the Congress.
for the first time in its short history, has made real and
tangible progress. and results likely 10 beneit Philatelyin the
tuture have been achieved. larst and foremost comes the
nestion of the status of the Delegates. tor nnless Delegates
to the Congress have a recognised status, and speak or vote
with anthority behind them. their opitions and votes arc
palpably useless.  Well. the Congress this year has given its
definite decision. by a unanimons vote, that a Delegate
speaks for the Society hie represcats and his vote is given for
themn as their fully anthorised representative; further. that a
decided majority vote on any subject discussed by the
Congress is binding on the Societies represented at the
Congress. This is as it should be, for surcly it is only
common-sense 1o assume that any Society selects its most
suitable and trustworthy members to act as its Delegates at
the Congress. and it would be a poor compliment to these
representatives to distrust their judgment or repudiate their
pledges. )

The next important decision arrived at by the Congress is
the creation of a permanent Congress Committee, whose
duty it is to arrange for carrying forward the Congress
from year to year, and to act as a link to bind each annnal
Congress together. Until this Committee was elected there

was absolutely no certanty that the Congresses might not
cease at any lime as it was no one's duty to provide for
tuture Congresses.  Now it is this Commitiee’s duty to assist
with advice and help those who undertake the holding ot
ensuing Congresses and to sce that some centre s provided
for each annual gathering.

A still more important decision bhas been arrived at—one
that in my opinion is eminently sound, sane, and sensible.
By an almost unanimous vote the Congress adopted the
principle of fixed financial contributions trom each Society
wWentifying itselt with the Congress. Every Society desiring
to associate itself with the Congress must sent delegates m
proportion to its membership and contribute a small sum—
also in proportion 1o ats wmembership.  The total sum thus
contributed is but trnifling and will only serve 1o cover the
expenses ncurred by the Permanent Congress Committee
for printing, stationery, posiages, etc., but it is the first step
upon :i read leading to important results.

Now as to the future of the Congress.  Already it is evident
that representations made in the Congress’s name will receive
the careful attention of various of the world's Gosernents,
and connnon-sense tells that as the Congress growsin strength
and establishes itselt more firmly—not as an annual jollifica-
tion, but as an annuval mecting of the Philatelic Parliament
speaking with the authority of Umted Philately in Great
Britain  and conveying through 1ts Secretary its desires.
wishes. or vpinions on subjects vital to the well being ot
Philately—so wmore serions attention will be paid to its
decisions and requests in the future. l.et us liope that
ultitmately there will iie some permanent Secretary. to whom
correspondence may be oflicially addressed as the repre-
sentative of the Congress. and therefore the representative of
PPhilately in Great DBritain.

\What a powerful influence for good the Congress will be
when so organised and developed can easily be seen by any.
oine who gives the matter a hittle thought., Stamp forgers
would tremble in their dens untib *stamped ' out or
“obliterated.”  Forged stamps could also be * cancelled to
order " everywhere and removed from cirenlation.  Swindling
dealers who prey upon juniors and anudenrs would be (to a
certain extent) controlled by thie issue of an annual list of
approved stammp dealers. to which secretanies of aililiated
socteties would refer when questioned by their members as
to the standing of any dealer with whom they contemplale
dving  business.  Further to this. reputable Philatelic
Journals and periodicals would be athliated to the Feder
ation and wonid co-operate with the Federation and its
officers to close their pages to undesirable advertisemcents
emunating  from disapproved sources.  Farther to this,
the Secretary of every attihated socicty wonld have an
oppourtunity if he so desired, of ascertaining whether there
were anything on record against any individial who desired to
juin his particudar Society and it would also be his duty as
well as his right to notify 1o confidencey the Central
Secretary if hie has had any just cause of complaint against
a mewber of his own or some kindred Society of sufficient
importance to make such a member an undesirable person
for membership in any Society. This would be an important
function which could be usefully developed and if properly
worked would tend to purge Philately of nndesirable persons
whose method of enriching their collection are anything bnt
free from suspicion,

The work of the Congress in the future would be to carry
forward from year to ycar the policy of the Federated
Societies and to discuss points of interest arising from its
workings and suggested amendments and inprovements that
will occur as time passes and appear useful and beneficial to
Philately.
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There is another field in which this suggested loose Feder-
ation of Societies, working together with the Annnal Congress,
can immensely aid the efforts of local Societies—viz.: the
spread of useful papers and co-operation between Federated
Societies for the purpose of assisting each others pro.
gramines, by passing on from one centre to another, good
papers, and also utilising the accidental presence in any one
locality, or a leading philatelist from another locality, to read
papers or give displays. There are inany other ways in which
the Congress and Federation would work together and
mnutually benefit philately—such as the disposing of deceased
philatelists' collections, strengthening exchange clubs, pre-
vention of fraud, and the spreading of philatelic information,
elc, etlc, all of which would be more easily controiled,
harmouniously and affectively, by the United Philatehc
Societlies, than by sporadic effort.

Consequently 1, for one, look forward with confidence to
the future of the Congress as one of practically assured
success, and conducive of nothing but benefit to Philately.

I5. PaiLror CROWTHER.

READERS OPINIONS WANTED.

The discussion on * The Future of the Philaieiic Congress ™ now
opened by the above able letter from Mr. E. Philpot Crowther will,
we trust, produce an interesting and useful tnterchange of opintons,

Our readers’ views are solicited.  Several lelters are already to
hand, and we hope to vecetve others addressed to the Editor of the
“ Stamp Collectors’” Fortnightly,” 63-61, Chancery Lane, London,
w.C.

Fhe Jfew Pritish Stamps.

UnivErSal. CONDEMNATION,

roM The Evening Express (Aberdeen) of the a27th June,

kindly sent us by a correspondent, we extract the

following criticism bv a well-known philatelist, which em-
bodies most of the vbjections raised in the daily press:—

The new stamps issucd for the new reign have appeared.  The
only denominations on sale at the Post Offices are the penay and
the haifpenny.  Philatelic opinion does not seem favourable to
the stamps, so far as issucd, Mro W, BEdmund Bell, solicitor,
Aberdecen (wha is librarian to the Aberdeen and North of Scotland
Philatclic Society), interviewed on the subject, expressed his
disapproval of the staumips.  The issue, said Mr. Bell, had been
looked forward to by philatelists all over the country with great
expectation.  They thought that fine stamps would be issued on
this occasion, as King George 1s an ardent and active philatelist ;
one who is well informed in philately and has contributed very
villuable articles and papers to the philatelists in London.  Being
well read in philately, and being an active collector, who takes
much intercst in his very valuable collection, it was thought that
a special endeavour would be made, in view of the King's interest
in stamps and stamp collecting, to place really fine stamps on
issue.  But the penny and halfpenny stamps, now issued, are.
to philatelists, most disappointing,

The designs were congested and fuulty—especially is this so in
the case of the penny stamp --while the whole “* get up ' and
finish, or want of finish, gives one the impression that cheapness
has aoverridden art in the issuce.  As to the halfpenny stamp, Mr.
Bell said the colour was good—certainly better than the colour of
the penny stamp, and the King's head appears much maore promi-
nently and distinctly on the halfpenny than on the penny.  The
rcason for this is that the halfpenny stamp is not so congested
and ornamental as the penny—it has not been attempted to
crowd into the smail space so much design as in the higher value.
The head is, however, small, and the neck ends too abruptly 5 and
the head is the most important thing in such o stamp. It should,
therefore, be prominent in the design.

Whiic the halfpenny stamp is indifferent, the penny is altogether
unworthy of the country, and has more the appearance of, say,
an Italian than of a British production.

The red colouring of the penny stamp is bad, while the shading
is far from satisfactory. The King's head is cven less distinet
in the penny than in the halfpenny, and has an even more cramped
appearance, the neck, as in the lower value, being abruptly cut

off. There are. on cither side. figures | (indicating | penny) :
these appear to be out of proportion to the spiace avalable— they
are too large, There is also o lon couchant, whose head and
mance run into the design on the frame, so that s ditticult to
distinguish the one from the other  the hon's head from the
stamp frame  and it is only on close mspection that it is seen to
be a lion. The lion is too big. The rvesult. said Mr. Bell, of
endeavouring to introduce a great deal of detail into the penny
stamp is that we have a cramped, crowded. and inartistic produc-
tion,

The Daily Graphic of the 28th June gives the views of
Mr. Hennmker Heaton, known aill over the English-speaking
world, and esperially to philatelists, as the great postal
reforoier :— '

* The Coronation stamps of Ring George will do more to under-
mine Monarchy than any Anarchist plot that could cever be
conceived against our popular Sovercign.'” This strong expression
of opinion was uttered by Mro J. Henniker Heaton yesterday ina
conversation with a - Daily Graphic™ representative.

The pioncer of many postal reforms is deeply interested in the
controversy which is ruging round the new stamps, and he hasn’t
a good word to say for them,

On the aceession of King George, Mr. Henniker Heaton urged
the uppointment of a commuttee, with the greatest philatelist in
the person of Lord Crawford as chairman, but the suggestion
came too late, for an able Australian artist, Mr. McKennal, had
been selected, and this gentleman had failed, as Mr. Fiichs had
failed, to work into the small space of o postage stamp a great
design.  Mr. McKennal had atmost crowded King George out of
the picture.  There was too much embellishment in proportion to
the portraiturc.

For years the philatelic socicties have been urging that the
name of the country should be printed on the stamps.  Great
Britain is the only country which omitted to do this.  To the
Imperiat Confercnce Mr. Henniker Heaton sent o beaatiful design
for a British Empire stamp. o the centre was a portrait of the
King by Messrs. Downey. and this was surmounted by the words
* British Empire.”” while underncath appeared the name of the
country, colony, or dependency which issucd it. The design had
been approved by the greatest critics, but the Imperiad Conference
did not see tit to adopt it.  He was hopeful, however, that some
parts of the British Empire would accept the design.

Some yvears ago Mr. Henniker Heaton sent to King Edwared
two hundred letters from well known people in Socicty . asking
that one scet of stamps should bear the portriut of Queen
Alexandria.

L]

] received,’” said Mr. Henmiker Heaton, - what 1 consider to
be i wise and most perfect replyv. His Late Majesty said that
entirely apart from himsclf as Sovercign, he thought that the
portrait of the Sovercign slone should appear on overy stamp.
Just the same as at did on every coin. On receipt of the reply, |
remembered that many stamps were without the King's portrait.
One Colony, for instance, had a baby printed on it to represent
the Prince of Wales, a South African town depicted o genceral, a
Canadian Postmaster-General appeared on another set of stamps,
and the gallunt defender of a besicged South  African town
Rgured on others, much to the annovance of King Edward.  On
one occasion G certain part of the British Empire omitted the
portrait of the Ring, and | was able to have the stamp altered.
There was o most awful row over the whole uffar.

*CAs for the present issue, the stamps are impossible. No one

can defend i

Another correspondent, to pick haphazard from a bhadget
of growls, writes us from St. lves ; —

I don’t know if vou have had any letters from your readers
expressing opinton of the new English stamps. Personally, 1
am terribly disappoirnted with them. The engraving is bad, and
the printing is bad.  The portrait, too, is very unsatisfactory, |
have seen our Ring several times, but cannot sayv it is hke him
it s the very reverse of flattering.  In face the designs on both
$d. and 1d. are very weak and lacking in dignity.

The ** Ihnly Chronicle.™ in its issue of the 24th. suggests that
the Postmaster-General should call in a French designer to show us
how the thing might be done. [BEvidently sarcastic. 1id., §.C.F.;

I think that is an insult to our artistic capabilities: surely
there must be o designer in Great Britain who could draw a
rcally pleasing and dignificd design, one that we could be
proud of.

BT Yy
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Mledals for Merit.

ADDITIONS

TO

\ (“ F " MEDALS, as our constant readers know. are

e v awarded to those members of the Philatelic
Societies whose papers are adjudged to be the best of
their year.

Recipients of medals, whose names have not vet been
announced in our columns, are as follows. the titles in
parentheses being the subjects of the papers read :—

Silver Medals : Mr. Robert S, Archer, junr. ** History as
Taught by Postage Stamps®), Liverpool junior P.S.; Mr.
I. J. Bernstein (* The Official Stamps of Great Britain ™),
Manchester Jumior P.S.; and Mr. F. W, tdwards (** The

Empire of Moroceo: its Foreign and Private Posts”),
swadlincote P.S.
Bronze Medals : Mr. J. R. M. Albrecht (* The Postal

Stationery of Great Britain™). Manchester Junior P.S.;
Mr, F. S. Chilcott (* Designs on Postage Stamps ), Liverpoul
Junior .S, and Mr. W. H. Lawscn (** Falkland Islands ),
Liverpool P.S.

There are possibly still a few names to be added to the
list, as to which we shouid like precise particulars from the
Hon. Secretaries of the Societies concerned—viz., name of

OUR

HONOURS LIST.

e

X
nF -A-M‘p!ﬁi.—g:

the recipient, class of medal. title of paper, and the scssion
during which the samme was read. \We are anxious that there
should be no error of detail in the work of inscribing the
medals, and therefore earnestly ask the Secretaries concerned
to write us on the subject at their early convenience.  Medals
can now be delivered within a few days of the reqmsitions
being received.

There are one or two successful papers which have not
been published in onr colunns, and we shall be glad to
receive the MSS, at an early date.

We would remind our readers that the First Section of our
Competition is apen to all Philatelic Societies in the United
Kingdom, the awards being one Silver-gilt, one Silver, and
one Bronze Medal, and a Special Junior Award tone Siiver
Medal) for anthors under twenty yvears of age.  As all papers
competing in this Section must be puablished in The Stamp
Collectors Fortnightly tthe Medals being awarded by a popular
vute of onr readers) the Editor will be glad to know, at an
early date. how many Societies. or individual members thereot,
will participate iu this Open Scction and, approximately, how
inany papers will be sent in for pablication, and how many of
those already published are to be entered in the competition,
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Fhe Gommemorative [talians of 1911.

POSTE ITALIANE
o7 a8

IV yRMAY 4'
SALPNI

ToRNoRy
HOCENTESIMEIO!

—_— .

lT seems that the Gazette Ufficiale del Regno ('lialia of the
16th May last contained a Decree authorising the issue of
these, we must admit, handsomme philatelic labels ; and we
reproduce from Stanley Gibbons Journal for June the following
free translation :—
“VICTOR EMMANUEIL II1.
“ 3y the Grace of God und by the Will of the Nution
KiNG oF ITaLy.
s Under Article 18 of the Postal Laws
* Ete. cte. cte.
“ On the proposition of Qur Ministers the Secretarics of State
for Posts and Telegraphs and for the Treasury
* We have decreed and do decree :
 Art. 1. The issue is authorised, with the object of com-
memorating the occurrence of the Hfticth anniversary of the
prociamation of the Kingdom of ltaly, of postage stamps
cngraved in faille Jhnee of the values 2.5, 10 and 15 centesimi,
in the following quantities :—

Four millions at 2 centesimi.

Eight , w5 "
Five " O [V] -
Five " W 15 "

«+ All the four postage stamps mentioned above are printed on
white paper, and arce double the size of the ordinary postage
stamps in use in the kingdom, so that they measure 37 millimetres
in haight and 22 millimetres in width.

* The 2 centesimi postage stamp is printed in ink of a deep
brown colour. It represents a sword grasped in astrong hand, sym-
bolising the people of Ttaly, and surrounded by two palm branches,
cmblem of the martyrdom of numerous heroes.  In the hilt s
sct the Eagle of Savoy; at the two ends of the guard are the
head of the Bull (cmblem of the city of Turin Torino—where
the creation of the Kingdom of ltaly was prociaimed), and the
head of the Wolf of Rome (where that solemn proclamation had
its fultilment).

* On the blade of the sword is inscribed the event that is com.
memorated; at the top of the stamp are the words * 1POSTE
ITALIANE " below is the indication of the value * Centesimi 27, and
the Royal Cout of-Arms,

* The 5 centesimi stamp is printed in ink of a green colour. It
represents in the central portion, enclosed in a wreath of laurel
and pomegranate, symbols of glory and peace, a bold cavalier,
signifying Ancient Valour, who, sword in hand, advances at the
side of a Hery steed, to the conquest of Liberty.  Behind these
two figures are depicted the two grandest monuments of Rome

and Turin, the Campidoglio and the Muscum of the Resurrection
of Italy (on the Mole of Antonelli). At the junction below of the
wreath of laurel and pomegranate, tied together by an ornamen.
tal ribbon is placed the Royal Crown [and Arms]: lower down,
on the front of an architectural pedestal, is the insceription record-
ing the event commemorated. At the upper part of the stump
are the words * POSTE 1TALIANE " and the indication of the value
Y CENTESIMES .

* The 10 centesimi postage stamp is printed o a red colour. Tt
represents a younyg athlete, who is leading the Winged Horse of
Apollo to the fountain sacred to Juturna in the Forum (Juturna
Sacrum). symbolical of the Genius of ltaly, which in the capital
city of Rome, leads the vigour of the newer generation to drink
at the pure fountain of the Latin waters.  In the lower part of
this stamp is inscribed the event commemorated 5 here also are
the Royal Arms and the indication of the value - cextesism 107,
In the upper part are the words * POSTE ITALIAXE .

“The 15 centesimi postage stamp is printed in a black-bluc

colour. It represents the Genius of Sculpture carving the
emblem of Eternity around the words *npEx rROMA ™. It is
glorification of the name of Rome The Eternal City!]. At the

top of the stamp are the words * POSTE TALIANE 73 at foot is the
indication of the value *centesimi 1537, the inscription denoting
the event commemorated, and the Roaal Crown and Arms].

*Art. 3. The use of the Commemorative Postage Stamps will
be optional, and for that reason the Post Office Department will
continue to keep on sale the ordmary Postage Stamps of the
above-mentioned kinds,

*The price at which each of the Commemorative Postage
Stamps is soid will be increased by 3 centesimi, with the exception
of those at 2 centesimi, the price of which will be increased by
only 3 centesimi, for the benefit of the Executive Commuttees of
the Fétes at Rome and Turin.,

Art. 4. The Commemorative Postage Stamps will b
prepared at the Office for Stamped Papers at Turin, and will be
avaulable for postage from May Ist to December st 3911,

* We ordain that the present Decree,

* Ete. cte. cte.
* Given at Rome, this 27th Apeil, 1911, .
“VICTOR EMMANULEL.
** CALISSANO,
“ TebESCO.™

& -
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Fhe late Jr. &. FH. Nunn.

TROM a newspaper cutting, sent us by Messrs. Whitfield
King & Co., and which we reproduce, we learn with
regret of the death of an *“early " stamp dealer, whom we
remember far back in the seventies: Mr. Nunn was for many
years the publisher of The Stamp Collector’s Journal.

On Thursday morning Mr. Charlic Hearn Nunn died at his
residence i Westgate Street, Bury St. Edmund’s. He was a
son of the late Mr. Frederick Nuan, who was many years an
Alderman of the borough.  About a quarter of a century ago.
Mr. C. H. Nunn married Miss Andrews, eldest daughter of Mr
5. C. Andrews, and leaves several children.  In his younger davs
he was associated with Bury Town Football Club, and was onc
of the players.  He was also captain of the old Bury Bicycle and
Athletic Club. He was also associated with the Suffoik kennel
Club, and was instrumental in onc of the shows being held in
Bury St. Edmund’s.  He started buasiness as a dealer in stamps
in Guildhall Street, and subscequently became auctioneer, valuer
and estate agent, associated with the Hrm of Messes, Wells and
Nunn. Bary St. Edmund’s, having branch offices at Thetford
und Ixworth. For some years he was lessee of the Theatre
Royal, Bury 8St. Edmund's. From November 1st, 1894, til
November, 1903, he was a representative of Southgate Ward on
Bury St. Edmund’s Town Council, and was a member of the
Technical Education, School Attendance. Moyses™ Hall, Electriciry
Supply, Highways and Waterworks, and Scewerage and Irrigation
Committees; but in November, 1903, he was defeated hy the
narrow margin of five votes, his opponent being the present
Mayor of Bury St. Edmund’s {(Me. J. Ridley Hooper).  From the
establishment of the Constitutional Club in Bury St. Edmund’s.
more than 20 years ago, he was Secrctary until the present vear
when he resigned the appointment, and was succeeded by Mr, H
0. C. Walpole.

Mr. Nunn was a staunch Conservative, and was registratior
agent for some years in Bury $t. Edmund’s.  He was about &
vears of age. Being of a genial disposition, he had made man:
fricnds, and was much respected.—From The East Anglia
Daily Tinres.
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CHAMPIONING THE YOUNG COLLECTOR.

@he EFuture of the
Philatelic €ongress.

OPINIONS AND SUGGLESTIONS,

SOME

Cl)N1‘INl‘1N(i the discussion on this interesting subject, My,

¢ eorge F. Allen, of Sale, Manchester, contributes the
following letter, in which &4 number of lmportant points are
touched upon:—

Ale. Philpot Crowther asks ** what is to be the future of the
Philatelic Congress of Great Britain 277 Can there he any doubt

as to its future ?

From the very conception of the Congress, by the Muanchester
Junior Philatelic Society. to the termination of the last Congress
in Birmingham. it hits been one muarch of progress. beneticial
to philately in general, and Philatelic Societies in particular.

Alr. Philpot Crowther says ¢ It cannot be said that the past of
the Congress has been a particularly glorious past. nor can we
sav it has achicved anything especially beneficial to Philately.™

1 do ot agree with him in this,

The mere fict of the Congress having been held at all s surcly
a4 gpreat achievement. and the result of the second and third
Caongresses is to assure its permanency, and to place on a sound
hasis an mstitution capable of accomplishing almost any reform
reguired, that from time to time may arise.

[t 15 not ** an atter waste of time for a number of irresponsible
Deleyates,” etu., etc.

Who sends the *irresponsible Delegates ™ ?

If Sovicties choose to elect Duelegates to represent them at the
Congress, who have nothing but a flow of irresponsible ¢ gas ™
and useless talk to recommend them, is the Congress to be
blamed?

The Delegates appointed to the Congresses were empowered

to vote in certain directions. Witness the as to the
Quite two-thirds of the Delegates present
at the Third Congress went to Birmingham with explicit instruc-
tions to vote agiinst it. Result :

this irresponsibility ?

motion
Tricnnial Congress,

the motion was withdreawn. s

There can be no doubt that Mr. Frunz Rewchenheim™s scheme
is just the thing that is required to put the Congress on a sound
TN,

If you tuke the matter further, you are likely to meet with
opposition ; note the dehate, an attempt at affiliation. ** The
Linking-up of Socvicties,”” on the agenda of the Congress. and the
fate that befell .

Mr. Reichenheim proposes a small annual subscription, pro rata

0 the number of members.  This is sound policy.  If you make
the annual subscription too large, o number of the smaller Societies
Al be unable to subscribe at all.  Leave the running of Con-
gresses to the larger Societies, and let every Society do their
share by subscribing and sending ¢+ responsible © Delegates, as it
15 duesirable that the Society running the Congress should have a
substantial stake at issuc, and in order that they are put on their
mettie it is perhaps also desirable that they should have ta find,

toa certain extent, the money.

In conclusion, it may be impossible to Jay down hard and fast
rules for the future, for this is more a part of the Permancnt
Congress Committee's work.

Mr. [eslie H. White, of St. Ives, who is a member of the
Junior P.S. and other Societies. advocates the championing
of the vonng collector as a fitting work for future Congresses:

I am sure the Congress will do a power of goad in the future
and will greatly help to make philately more popular still,

There is one cause which 1 hope it will champion—it is the
cause of the voung collector and beginner.

I think there is something urgently needed to protect the ahove
named from certain unscrupulous dealers whose advertisements
generally appear in papers catering for the yvounger gencration.
I have secn in these papers advertisements emanating from
people whose numes are actually in the * Trath ™ Cautionary List!

Of course. | do nat say that the younger generation should be
expected to be readers of © Trath ', but what [ do say is this,
that the publishers of boyvs' papers should make investigation
and enquire into the status of all dealers before allowing them to
advertise.

{ think this matter is an important one, and | sincerely hope it
will be brought forward at the next Congress.

THE PERMANENT CONGRESS COMMITTEE.

The first ineeting of the Permanent Congress Committee
was held, by kind invitation of Mr. Chas. . Phillips, at the
Offices of Messrs. Stanlev  Gibbons, I.td., 391, Strand,
London, W.C., on Tuesday. Julv 4th, at 11.15 aan,

Present : Major E. B. Evans, Messrs. M. . Castle, J. ].
Darlow, (Chas. J. Phillips and Franz Reichenheim.

Proposed by Mr. Reichenheim and seconded by Mr. Darlow,
Major Evans was dulv elected Chairman. Proposed by
Mr. Castle and seconded by Major livans, Mr. Keichenbeim
was duly elected Hon. Secretary and Treasurer.

Proposed by Major Evans and seconded by Mr. Reichen.
heim, the following resolution was passed unaniously :

“To add the Chairman (Mr. A. Leon Adatt) and
the Hon. Secretary (Mr. D. B. Armstroug) of the Fourth
Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, Margate, 1912, to
this Comunittee for the current Session.”

Mr. Armstrong aceepted this nomination for Mr. Adutt and
himself and joined the meeting,.

The Houn. Secretary was authorised to send out early in
October reminders to the Philatelic Societies of Great
Britain and Ireland to pay their subscriptions to this Com-
mittee for the first vear.

In reply to a letter from the Chairman of the Third Phiia-
telic Congress of Great Britamn, Birmingham, 1911 (Mr. R.
Holhick), it was resolved, propused by Mr, Castle, and
seconded by Mr. Armstrong, that this Committee 1s of
opinion * that the expenses incident to each Congress should
be defraved by the inviting Society. inclusive of those
incurred by Sub-Committees.”

The Hon. Secretary was instructed to communicate this
resolution to Mr. Hollick.

At the request of the Hon. Secretary of the Fourth Philatelic
Congress of Great Britain, Margate, 1912, the Hon. Secretary
of the Permanent Congress Committee, Mr. Franz Reichen.
heim, was duly elected to join the Executive Conmmittee
of the forthcoming Congress as Representative of the
Permaunent Congress Comittee.

Mr. Phillips moved and Mr. Castle seconded: » That this
Cominittee is of opinion that the Congress should consist of
Delegates from Philatelic Societies of the United Kingdom
onlv. Representatives of other Societies may attend as
Visitors, and will be welcomed.” This resolution was carried
unanimonsly.

Franz REcnrsHFEIM,

Hon. Secretury and Treasurer.
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THE Stamp CoLLECTORS’ FORTNIGHTLY is published on

alternate Saturdays. Henceforth the journal will be
published (on behalf of the proprietors) by Messrs. Plumridge
& Co., at the Offices, 63 and 64, Chancery Lane, L.ondon,

OB, s

Concerning the ** S.C.F.”” Medals a notice appears
elsewhere in this number, which we trust will receive the
attention of all concerned. Many interesting papers for
which medals have been awarded have not yet appeared in
the Fortnightly's pages, and we would remind the authors
thercof that this is the time of year when the philatelic
Editor hungers for good * copy.”

Peace to the ashes of Charles Hearn Nunn, of
Bury St. £dmund’s, who was the first philatelic editor to
accept onr own early scribblings on the subject of Philately.
The late Mr. Nunn was, at the time we knew hiin well, one
of the most versatile of men, being simnltaneously a theatrical
manauer, cattle dealer, election agent, editor, stamp dealer,
and secretary of the local Constituticnal Club,  Most things
move slowly in the placid hfe of Bury St. Edmund's, but Mr.
Nunn was an exception to the general rule.

A Government Stamp Prosecution in the T'rans.
vaal is reported in the *Transvaal Leader™ of June 1oth,
1g11, a copyv of which has been most kindly sent us by Dr.
S. Kirkpaltrick, of Piet Retief. One Frederick Gallimore, a
caretaker at the G.P.O., was charged with the theft of certain
obliterated postage stiunps, the property of the Postinaster.
General.

The Judge (Mr. Justice Mason), in sumuning up, said that
these were stamps which had been ordered to be destroyed,
but nevertheless they were still the property of the Post-
master-General, It was said that the stamps were ot no use
to anyone, bnt the jury could quite see that if Government
officials were to have access to the enormmous supplies of
stainps, then it wonld be a very serious thing for stamp
dealers and stamp collectors.  There was no donbt that the
stamps were valuable, and aceused must have placed some
value npon them. The jury must, however, he satisfied that
the accused knew he was doing wrong. He had stated in
his evidence that he helieved he was doing no harin. There
was also the fact that the stamps had been ordered to be
destroyed.

The Judge's further remaks deadt with the man’s faithful
service and previons good conduct; and after a brief retire-
ment the jury pronounced the prisoner “unot gnilty ” by
seven to two. With this verdict the Judge expressed con-
currence, but added that it was clear that the accused had
committed a very grave breach of duty.

Gallimore, therefore, was not guilty, but must not do it
again ! .

- & —_—
>*y

Goming Quents in Philately.

AUCTION SALES.

July 24th and 2sth.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 6y, Fleet
Street, [5.C.

July 3tst.—Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., at 09, Fleet Slreel_. K.C.

September 26th and 27th.—Messrs. Pattick & Simpson, at 47, Leicester
Square, London, W.C.

September.—Messrs. Plumridge & Co., at 63/64, Chancery l.ane, W.C.

Octobher 3rd and jth.—Messrs. Glendining & Co., at 7, Argyll Street,
Regent Street, W.

Rew Zealand Rotes.

By IRWIN FARIS.

(Concluded from puge 83.)
¢ Official.”’
I have obtained copies of the 1d. Dominion with broken
“0O " in *0One Penny,” also of 4d. comb Pictorial damaged
plate, and id. comb Pictorial with * F* for* E " in * Penny."”

‘** Number” Watermark.

In curreut issues of both Postage and Postage Due stamnps,
many sheets bear in margins a numerical watermark (from 1
to 4) in addition to the ordinary waterimarks. These, | believe,
are paper-factory marks, and indicate something in conunec-
tion with the paper.

‘¢ Official >’ Bookiets.

As before advised, the 1d. ** Dominion " issue has appeared
overprinted ** Official " n booklet form. We may therefore
luok for the 4d. King's Head * Official " in booklet form ; for,
as previously mentioned, the 1d. ** Dominion " and 4d. Kings
Heads, ordinary 1ssues (without overprint) appear iu the
recently issued ‘ combined” booklets; and these will
probably he overprinted for official use.

¢ Officials.”

The id. Pictorial, comb 13xX15, of hoth plates 1 and 2
{distinguished by coloured figures in upper left hand corner)
were issned with overprints.  ‘The Haw at side, and the ~F*
for « £ in * Pennv " therefore exists in ** Official ™’ as well
as in ordinary issue.

King's Head lIssues.

The 13x 14 single-line issues are mnch scarcer than the
comb 14X 14} issues. So far the 1d. and 1d. exist only in
13 x 15 and I understand that this comb will not be used for
other vaiunes, as it does not suit sizes of sheets. The 2d. and
8d. have appeared 13X 144 only. Other values exist both
13X 14 and 13X 144 the forier being a single-line machine
and the latter a comb.

6d. Imperf. Between.
These exist in pictorials both Waterlow (no watermark)
and i Cowan watetmark N Z and Star.

ad. Postage Due, Red Centre.
One withont watermark can frequently be obtained from
between words in marginal lettering.

King's Head Perfs.
[ notice the following in Stanley Gibbons® catalogue :—
No. 325, perf. 14X 15.—3d. pictorial, 1 think not issued.
King's Head, perf. 14X 14} (1909), the 1;. also exists.
No. 345. perf. 14, 1 think not issned.
Official 6d. King's Head, exists perf. 13 x 14},
No. 329.—Thisexists both *imperf. between ™ and *“ imperf.
all around."

Queen’'s Head
1 have recently obtained pairs of §d. and 1/- “imperf.
between.”

Compound 13 x 124 full faces.

Early last year | mentioned in my notes that I held a * full-
face,” perforated compound of 124 and 13. This fact was
doubted by a philatelic journal, and in reply I gave as my
opinion that the sheet from which the specimen was taken
had been partly perforated on the Government machine and
partly on Fergnsson & Mitchell's machine at Dunedin. This
opinion also was doubted. By reference to last issue of the
* Australian Philatelist,” it will be seen that some other
specimens have been *“discovered™ by Messrs. Fred Hagen
and Co. amongst their stock, whether my article inspired the
search therefore I cannot say. The specimens found were
submitted to Mr. A. T. Bate, of Wellington, who expresses
perfect confidence in their genuineness, and gives exactly the
same opinion as 1 did regarding their cause.

T e
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Rotes on Rew Issues
and Varicties.

The loan of specimens of neww stamps. and coepirs of official docrments
relating thereto or to changes in the curvent issues, will be much
appreciated and duly acknowledged.

The number in paventhesis after the name of u country is that of the issue of
the ' S.C.F.” in wchich the last reference to that country was maue.

Great Britain (326).—Mr. H. W. Davis kindly sends us a
quarter-sheet of the King Edward One Penny, purchased at the
=hanklin post-office: at first sight, the stamps are apparently
without gum, but the paper has a sufficient trace of mucilage
to adhere o a moistened finger. Our correspondent informs
us that some of the purchasers of the individual stamps from
the remainder of the sheet have complained; and we can
quite understand that moistening one of these stamnps—
especially in the lavish wav adopted by soe people, who
put the label into their mouth, and apparently suck it—wonld
remove any slight power of adhesion it might possess. We
cannot call to mind a like instance.

This particular quarter-sheet is, we should say, of Messrs.

Bosnia (422).— Messrs, Bright & Son kindly send us a note
of some compound perforations of the picture set. as follows:
2 heller, perf. 124 x 104 x 94 @ also 124 x 104
3 heller, perf. 124 104 : also 104 x93
10 heller, perf. 124 x 104 x 94
35 heller, perf. 123 x 104 5 also 104 x 94,

Honduras (421).—Mr. James Malings has received the
following. overprinted = OFFICIAL ™. 18mum. x 3mm.
Officials © Lithographed stamps of 1911 overprinted.

1 centavo, violet. 6 centavos, pale ultramaring,

Hong Kong (410).—Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. send
us three values of the King's Head series in new colours, on
chalk-surfaced Multiple Crown » CA " paper and perforated 13.

The second colour is that of the central portion of the
stamp.

2c. sage-green & dull purple 30, orange-yellow & dull purple.
50c. grey-black on green.

Although in one colour, the highest value has been printed,
like the others, in two operations, as can be seen from the
double Jubilee line and, sometimes. a slight want of register.

Johore (417).—From Ipswich we have the Ten Cents of
the 1894 tvpe on the newer paper.
Wonk., Multiple Quatreforl : perforated 11,
10c¢., hlae and black.

NEWFOUNDLAND'S ROYAL PORTRAIT GALLERY.

Harrison & Son's printing : that firm’s guin never seems to
be very lavishly applied, and its adhesiveness might with
advantage be more pronounced.

It seems that a certain quantity of the new Halfpenuny and
Penny stamps was printed at Somerset House, prior to the
plates being handed over to the contractors—their control is
“Arr”, whilst that of the Strand is ** A.11 " see the puint ?

Messrs. McCorquodale & Co. have printed the King Fdward
One Penny letter-cards un white card instead of blue as
heretofore and the perforation gauges 14: we should advise
collectors to sccure copies, as they will probably have a short
life and he scarce. The Georgian letter-cards on white have
also appearesd.

Letter Cards.
Edwardian : 1d., carmine on white.
Georgian: 1d., - "

The new Registration Envelope has also been issued inthe
usual sizes, the earliest date being the 24th June. The design
of the stamnp is somewhat similar to that ut the one becoming
obsolete, the value is still ** REGISTRATION TWO PENCE—
POSTAGE ONE PENNY ", but a figure 3 appears at the bottomn.
The portrait is a fairly good likeness. A small letter - w ™
appears in white below the bust; it stands for Wolverton,
where Messrs. McCorquodale'’s works are.

Registration Envclope.
3d.. brown.

Newfoundland 418). — [faen's Weekly  Stamp  News
publishes the following Official Notice as to the new issue :—

CIENERAL POST OFFICE.

SNEW OISSUE CORONATION PFOSTAGE STAMPS.

+ Commencing Monday, the 19th inst .o New Issuc of Postage
Stamps, issucd to commemorate the Coronation of King Georpe
V., will be on sale to the pubhic.  The issae will comprise cleven
denominations as follows :

1 cent, design Queen Mary.

2 .- Ring George.

3 . " Prince of Wales.

i . i Prince Albuert,

5 .. . Princess Mary.

6 . Prince Henry,

R .. o I*rince George.

9 ., " Prince John,

10 .., - Queen Alexaindra,
12, . Duke of Connaupht.

15 . . Arms of Newfoundland.

“H.J. H. Woons,
* Postmaster-General,
Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. have kindly sent us the full
set of stamps announced by the abave notice. They are
printed direct from line-engraved plates in sheets of 100 in
10 rows uf 10 on plain wove paper, and there is no inscription
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on the margins. Our friends say they were issued on June
24th, not, as the official notice says, the 19th.
White wove paper. No wwmk. Perf. 14.

June 24th, 1911, 1 cent green. 6 cents grey-black.
2 cents carmine. 8 ,, decp-greenish blue.

3 ,, red-brown. 9 ,, deep bluc.
4 ,, mauve. 10 ,, olive-green,
5 ,, bright-blue. 12 ,,  black-purple.

15 cents lake.

Each stamp 1s inscribed “ Newfoundland postage' and
bears the value in words and figures, and also the name and
rank of the Royal personage whose portrait is depicted: the
likeness is, in every case, excellent, and the stamps are an
object-lesson as to what can be done by really good engravers,
and by printers from well-engraved steel plates.

The Fifteen Cents shews someone—his get up, or what
there is of it, suggests Mercury—introducing somneone else
to Britannia, and below the little picture is Hac tihi dona fevo,
which we leave our readers to translate for themselves,

By-the-bye, has anybody sent a set to our P.M.G.?

Nicaragua (425).—We have accumulated quite a lot of
surcharges, and minor varieties thereof, on various stamps of
the 1907 type, kindly forwarded by Mr. James Malings, and
weappend his descriptions believingthat none have previously
been chronicled by us. The two types of surcharge are not
given facsimnile.

On the Four Centavos. violet:
“ Vale and ** 2 ¢ts.”" in black, in two lines wide apart.
Varicty : no stop.
()n the Fifteen Centavons, grev-black :
S VALE 10¢” in black, in one line, surcharge [8mm. long.
Varieties : aitalic** 1 1" for «+ 1" jtalic ** f<°;
italic ** L " italic ¢ *; no “c".
“Vale” and 10 cts.”’, in black, in two lines.
Varicties : raised stop (** ') 5 no stop; broken*a ",
hroken ** V', « V ' gver ¢ 1 " instead of *+ 0.”
 Vale and * 10 ¢ts.” (no serif to ** 1°'), in black, in two
lines, close together,
Varicty : surcharge inverted ; broken *ta.”
On the Twenty Centavos, brown:
“VALE 8¢, in red, in one ling, surcharge 16mm, long,
Varieties : four spucings hetween end of * E* and
end of ¢’ (the difference being in space
between the K andthe **5"') 6mm., 64mm.,
7mm., and Zgmm.; atalic < F 77 atalic < L7
italic ** ¢ ' * LLE " higher than ** VA
“ Vale' and “* 5 cts ', in black, in two lines.
Varieties : wider space (dmm,) between lines ; no stop.
On the Fifty Centavos, deep green :
@ Vale ' and 10 ¢ts.”, in black, in two hines, wide apart.
Varicties : raised stop (*** ') no stop; V" over
1 instead of 0" broken **a ' : broken
1V broken L
s Vale ' and ** 10 cts.” (no serif to ** 1 7). in black, in two
lines close together.
Varicty : no stop.
On the One Peso, orange :
“Vale " and ** 10 ets.*" in black, in two lines, wide apart.
Varictics : ¢ 1" for « {7 ; broken 4o ™,
s Vale ™ and ** 10 cts.", in black, in twoe lines close together.

Ve

Varicties : no stop ; broken **a ',

On the Two Pesos, rose:

“Vale ™ and ** 10 cts.”’ in black, in two lines, wide apart.
Varictics : ** 1" for 1" ; broken »*a "',
For Blucficlds :

On the One Peso, orange:

Overprint ** B> with surcharge ** Vale ™" and ** 5 cts.” {or
s 10 ctx.) in black, in two lines close together.

Fiscals (with denomination in black). —Overprinted * Correos ™’
and ** 1911, in black in two lines, with new value, also in black,
between :

05 cts.” on 10 pesos, pink and black.
w10 cts.”” on 25c., lilac and black.

Varicty : ** 0" for+¢c.”
* 10 cts.”’ on 2 pesos, pearl-grey on black.
“ 35 cts.” on 1 peso, bistre and black.

Varictics: * 0 in ** Corrcos ™" ; wrong fount first

S an 19 e Y instead of st in frots.”

“05 cts " on 2 pesos, pearl-grey and black @ entire prnt

154mm. high.nstead of 18mm. ; ¢ Corrcos ™ Hmm. and
ISmm.; 19117 11mm. long, instead of 8mm.

Portugeal (415).— Stanley Gibbons Monthly Juurnal chronicles
the Lisbon Geographical Society’s private stamp redrawn
without the crown, but in the same colours as before.

White wove paper. Perforated 1 1412,
June 1911, No value, red. black, and blue.

Portuguese Colonies (426).—Messrs. Whitfield King
& Co. kindly tell us that they have received another batch
of overprinted Colonial Stamps, as follows :—

For Cape Verd.—Quverprionted * REPUBILICA ™ in red, except
on the 25r.. on which ot is in green.  Value in black.

24 reis, grey. 75 reis dull purple.
5, orange-red. 10t ., bluc on blue.

10, green 115 ,, orange-brown on pink.
15 ,, dull green. 130 ,. brown on straw

20 ,, decp lilac. 200 ,, purple on Besh.

25 ,. carmine. 400 ,, dull blue on cream.

50 ,, brown. a0 ,. black on azurc.

700 reis mauve on yellow.
Vor Portuguese Indiz.—Overprinted ** REPUBILICA ™ in red.
except on the zoor,, on which if is in green.

Postage Duc.—35 reis, yellow-green. 60 reis pale red-brown,

10 ,, slate. 100, mauve.
20 ,, brown, 130 ., bluc.

30 ,, orange. 200 ,, carminge
50 .. deepbrown. 500 ., deeplilac.

Russian Offices (416).——From Messrs. Whitfield King
and Co. we have the Thirty-five Kopecs with (almost invisible)
shiny bars, overprinted for use in China.

Russian stamp, with shiny bars, overprinted in black SorCliina ;
perf. 14x 14§,
33k, purple and green.

Salvador (y14).—From Ipswich we have copies of three
denominations, all of the same design, except as to the
central portion inside the star which contains, in each of the
lower values, a picture of some celebrity, and in the highest
value a monument.

The sheets contain twenty staips without any marginal
inscription. The second colour is that of the centre.

White wove puper. Perf. 114,
dJune, 1911 5 centavos, deep blue and sepia.
; " orange-yelow and sepia.

6
12 .
Sweden (423).—Also from Ipswich, we have the Five Ore,
with head of the King, on unwatermarked paper.

No watermark : perf. 13x 1.34.
3 dre, green,

mauve and sepia.

The Schweizer Briefmarken-Zeitung chronicles some further
Official stamps of the Ars type :—
Official : 2 ore, orange.
20 - ,, biue.

23 ére, orange.
M, grey.

Victoria (361).—Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal reports
the 1873 gd. watermarked * 10" and perforated 12z instead
of 13.

Watermarked 10" ; perforated 12.
9d. red-brown on rosce.
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Telephone, Gerrard 1561. Telegrams, * Puttickdom London.”
~ Messrs. PUTTICK & SIMPSON,
' Literary,

Fine Art and . . . hil&t@li‘-c ;_Auc/ti‘-ﬂneers,
i 47, LEICESTER SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.

IRake the Sale of Rare Postage Stamps a Speciality.

R S YR8 o €

Messrs. PUTTICK & SIMPSON beg to announce that the

DATES OF THEIR SALES FOR NEXT SEASON

have been fixed as follows :(—

1911.—Sept. 26 and 27; Oct. 10 and 11, 24 and 25; Nov. 7 and 8, 21 and 22; Dec. 5 and 6, 19 and 20.

1912. Jan. 2 and 3, 16 and 17, 30 and 31; Feb, 13 and 14, 27 and 28; March 12 and 13, 26 and 27; April 23 and 24;
May 7 and 8, 21 and 22; June 4 and 5.

FOR TERMS AND FULL PARTICULARS ADDRESS : Messrs. pUTT|CK & 5|MPSON,

lelephone No. 1561 Gerrard. Established 1794. 47, Leicester Sqguare, London, W.C.
Telegrams : ** PurtickooM, [.oNDON.”

\VC have an immense S‘I.OCK of

RARE STAMPS
pRE-vicTORIAN PosTAgE sTaups| Cf 2all Countries.

We only scll stamps in finest condition at very
A“n FRA"KS reasonable prices.
. Want Lists promptly attended to.

By G. A. FOSTER. \We have over 200 BOOKS, containing stamps up to the
GREATEST RARITIES, ready to be sent on approval.

A mast interesting and well.illustrated little volume on
these ancient and artistic stamps and  franks of the A full list of these is published in every number of

el o fom R T ' Grigbert’s Philatelic Notes and Offers,”

Published by CHAS. NISSEX & CO. Of which a copy is sent gratis to applicants.

Price, 5 - net (post free, 5 4).

We arc always BUYERS of Important General or Specialised
Collections, Single or Rarc Stamps of any Country, Mixed
Lots, Wholesale Parcels, Entire Dealers’ Stocks, Government
Remainders ; also Proofs, Essays, etc.

A copy of the above has been accepted by His
Most Gracious Majesty King George V., President
of the Royal Philatelic Society of England.

“* An unique work, which has been most favourably

received and reviewed by the Philatelic Public and Press.™ HUGO GRIEBERT & CO
*

CHAS. NISSEN & C0., * “**"“E"oxox. we. 170, STRAND, LONDON, W.C,
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THE STAMP EXCHANGE.

Rate: Three Words a Penny,

Minimum charge for any one advt.,, 6d.
Unused Colonial or Foreign Stamps are NOT
accepted in payment.

6 insertions for the price of §.
12 Insertions for the price of 9.
26 Ins. (whole year; for price of 18.

* BRITISH EMPIRE” STAMP EXCHANCE
CLUB. NETT PRICES; NO 8UB-
SCRIPTION ; PACKETS INSURED ;

two packets monthly. —Secretary: W. H. Rawpon
SmiTH, Rodney House, Iron Bri(ﬁge. Shropshire,

FINEST GOPIES.—LOWEST PRIGES.

\VHY pay high prices for British Colonial Stamps

when, by wreiting o Advertiser. Bax 737, clo
Stamp Collectors’ Fortuightly, books of Colonials
miuy be obtatned on appraval.  No defective or
repitired stamps, no dirty heavy postmarks, no
gumpaps, or trifling varictics marked at exorbitant
prices. Al picked. good, clean specimens in excep-
tional condition. A very large selection of all
Colonigl Countries. both mint and used. Vrices,
which aure extremely low, having regard to condition
and guality, vary from guarter to half catalogue,
according to rarmty for single specimens. Anyone
can sell second rute stufl ae third or quarter catalogue,
but guality is the test of value. Approval in Great
Britain or abroad. References essential,

S"I‘AMPS us Unsorted.  Splendid
7 mixtures, good variety: Alb. 10d. ; 11b. 1/6; 2lbs.
2110 Stbs. 59 10ibs. 10/6, vstapge abroad extra.
Free pifts to every purchaser. Cheap entires.
Wholesale lista required —THuwsTON, 5, Wrentham
Avenue, Willesden.

impnrted.

\VANTEI) for cash, Cape of Good Hope stamps,
—Cantin, 48, Tunley Road, Harlesden, Lon-
don (Member Birmingham Philatelic Soviety).

l)l-‘.NCE CEYLON.—Wanted, anything really nice,

singtle copics, pairs, strips, blocks | also entires,
prouofs, ctc.—ALMERT AsSHWY, ** Ambleside,” Wood-
stock Roud, Croydon.

[?INH Missions Stamps.  Guaranteed unsorted.

Nice mixture of several countries. 5 kilos  1§/-;
vutside Europe. 18/..  Pust free everywhere for cash
with order ;: P.M.0). New price list post free.—
E. G. WiLLems, Pacification Street 29, Ledebery,
Ghent, Belgium. Burope.

’Vlr\URlTIUS POST PAIDS Wanted. Early and
l intermuediute or on entire.  Also Pence Ceylnn,
singles. pairs, strips, blocks, on entire, proofs. &c..
for client.  Must he very fine to superb.—UwsiTen
Stampe Co.. Marquette Building, Chicago, U.S.A.

\ ANTED. luts of Colonials, all issues. From 6to

1000 copien required of every variety, except
the very common.  Submit at 1owest prices any you
have amony your duplicates.  Price each ot separ-
ately, and quote Hgure for eatire parcel.—Tveuriw,
30, King Street, Guildhall, London.

| WANT TO BUY

SINGLE COPIES OF

Stamps catalogued 3/- to £5

In Superb Condition,
at Reasonable Rates.

References. Mumridge & Co.

F. B. TURPIN,

1, GRAND DRIVE, LEIGH-ON-SEA.

\ THOLESALE LOTS cheap. Cupe Triangular,
Ceylon punce. List free.—Lacy & Co., Lower
Raotherhithe, S.E. Estabhshed 1871,

TTHE " CLEVELAND™ Philatelic Exchunge
Society. Founded 1901, One of the largest
clubs in Great Britain. Two Packets monthly.

Quick settlements.
BAuTLETT  Pewrny,
Birmingham.

Rules on application to C. J
Mitre House, DPerry Buar,

\ HY WASTE TIME ? Buy complete Approval
Sheets at pive away prices.—Lacv, Rother.
Established 1871,

hithe.

\J. FANTED. -- Queensland with B.N.G  Paxt-

marks, Papua, used und nunt, anything in-
teresting.  Bacsatt, Ford Lodge, S, Hylton, near
Sunderlund.

5 TRANSYAAL, 1905, 2, to &1, at 20/, Set 13
Nyassa, 1901, 2he. to 300 rers, 173 12 doren sets.
Wholesale price list post free. Stamps purchased
for prompt cash.  Highest vrices paid for stamps of
King's Heud. Telephone 8674 City.—Wiriaam Stamp
Cospany, 120, Leadenhall Stecet, London,

S‘F.LLIN(} COLLECTION.= Selections of stamps
) of any country sent on approval.—E. A, SMawT.
192, Ivydale Road, Nunhead. S.E.

\NTANTHI). British Stumps. especiully 1d. blacks,

also photos of strips and blocks of 1d. blacks,
(except plate 9).—Dr. Frove, Westwood, Moss Side,
Manchester.

\\IANTHI).—SpcumA:n Copies of all Philatelic
Papers with Adve. Rutes.— CHanies & Co.,
Beechfield, Trinity. Jersey, C.1.

SOLLECTION of old English and Colonial stamps

in alhum, £7 10s. : also old English black 1d.

and blue 2d. imperforate on envelopes.—NELSON,
4, Anderann Street, Chelsea, S.W.

S‘TAMI’ HINTS,"” by Courtenay Smith (&3pp.,
+7 Sydney, 1911), an interesting imaginary duo.
logue, post free 1j2. The author offers £5 for the
first l¢trer openced Jaauary. 1912, containing the
* missing word' for page —. — VicTor Marsw,
Dealer in Philatelic Literature, 38, Brixton Road.
London.

.

l{lNG'S HEAD COLONIALS, 50 different, fine
copies, 1f- post free.—GuLeave, 56, Rosencath
Remd, Urmston,

OFFER French and Foreign Stamps on entires,

postmarks and stamped papers, which | find on
old papurs coming to the Factory, Send for list —
CH. Martian, Director of Paper Factories, Couze
Ste. Front, Durdogne, France.

ANTED. — Stamps. all countries, varieties in-

cluded, catalogued up to 5/.. Fine condition

not essential,  Selections arranged in countries pre-

ferred. London references given.— IBARATELLI, 23,
Assarotti, Genoa.

\ TANTED.—King's Heads, mult., used or unused,

all values, fair for cush or foreign exchange.
On Reference Register and Best Exchange Clubs, —
Jdxno. Lrosawn, Lisahally, Londonderry.

l,"XCHA.\'GF. Wanted with (Medium to
+  Collectors in all Beitish Colonies. | give Cape.
Natal, Transvaal, (). R.C.. and Rhodesia.  Mint
British Colonials especially desired. Only stamps
catalogued from 6J. upwards wunted. | never send
first.  Register letters. Refercnces and basis:
Stanley Gibbons ~W. Q. ComBring, cjo Sauer &
Standen, Solicitors, P.O). Box 312, Cape Town,

Rare)

‘\USTRALIANS. old issues only. Hne to superbh
: copies, Specialized Collection, including New
Zealand, Tasmania, etc. E. W. BAnGLEY, Devizes.

WANT LIST.
CEYLON. Githons® No, R, 13, 14, 25, 38. 49, 81, 52, 58,
63-85, 649, 70, 74-76, R7, 90.92, 101-103, 107-18, 111, 113,
PI6-120, 123, 125, 126, 130, 132, 137, 139, 143, 147150,
152, 158, 163, 165, 167, 186, W7, 201.205, 213, 214, 237,
LIR, 244247, 413,415, All used, or unused if cheaper.
Please send on approval with lowest guotation,

W. WINDRATH, Zurich, Switzerland.

(Member Stamp-Trade Protection Assocciation.)

I JHILATELIC PURBLISHER desires Apents in

every country and colony.  Liberal commission
tor active collecturs. Particulars only to those enclos.
ing stamp.—Box X, ¢'o 8.0, 64 4, Chuncery Lane,
London.

I.‘ NCHANGE WANTED.—L. Livmas, via Salva.
< tore. 46, Lugano, Switserland, wants honest
exchange with medium to  advanced collectors.
Europe aend British Colonials only.  Basis, Gibbons'
preferred.  Has line South African duphcutes.

SALH. Woestern Australia, 1 only, 1d., 2d.. 94..
al

Crown V upright, fine used. (Mfers ¥ Calo
approvuls, 66%,.. 9. Hillside. Stapleton, Bristol.

TOLLECTOR wishes to exchange British Colonial

and forepn duplicates for stamps of Paraguay

or Siam.—F., Nokes, Hayes Cottage. Kensington,
Buth.

\\ ANTED, Telegraph Stamps of Ceylon and India,
the better varieties, ' specimens.””  ete. —
Gornos Josss, 76, Loraine Mansions, Holloway, N.

THRISTVAS & CO., Colonial Merchants, offer
for sule the stamps off their letters and parcels

in lots of 3, all different, for 2d.— 41, Loughborough
Road, Brixton,

NEW ZEALAND OFFICIAL. Becoming rapidly
- obsolete. Gibbons' Nos. 7535, 758, and 760, mint,
unused, guaranteed authentic, per set 8/6, blocks pro
rata.— HENRY E. Excrisu, 8, St. Mark’s Strect.
Peterborough.

\, INT COLONIALS, Great Hritain and King's
‘ Head Collections.—Will sell entire countries
from my magnificent collection, over 15,000 (§
unused), at auction prices.  Superb unused Wood-
blocks and other Triangulars. unused Pence Ceylon,
scarlet Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, ine 12d. Canada,
Queen sets Northern and Southern Nigeria, Prince
Edward 18, complete mint : Niger Coust Provi-
stonals, Caymans, fine unused Europcans. Excep-
tinnal opportunity for private collector or amateur
deuler.  References  necessary, -— T, DubLky.
WiLison, @ Lynton,” Sundwich,

ISIEAL'TIFUL New Zealund, —-Big long set Pic.

torial, including 14d.. 24d., &l 4d., 5d.. 64, 8d .,
9d., and /., two Pictorul Officials, one King’'s Head
Official, twenty entirely different. postally used,
superh, post free 2/-.— Hengy E. ExGLisa, R, St
Mark's Street, Peterborougth.

\VANTEI). Egypt Postage Duc, 20 paras, 1884 and
IRRG, unused, in pairs and blocks.— A. S M.
Low, Tay Park, Dunduee.

C()L()NIALS at § Catalogue.—I am breaking my

collection of mint and tine used Colomals. Sclec-
tons at  to 3 catalogue.  Sent on approval against
references.  Many bargams to be fuund. - C.
LevaTiso, 6, Duke Street, Buth.

(‘II.RERT AND ELLICE ISLAXNDS, 4. to 1/,
I mint, 30/, New Hebrides, London print, id.
tos V-, superb used, 178, —Jessir, Wallands, Lewes,
(Bazuar reference).

AUCTIONS.

GEORGE LOVERIUS,

The London
Philatelic Commission Agent,

EXecuTEs COMMISSIONS AT

All Stamp Auctions

Terms Moderate.  Satisfaction Guaranteed.
Further particulurs on apphication.

ADDRESS
12, Wolverton Gardens, Hammersmith,
LONDON, W.
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Philatelists of @To-Day.

XL..—MR. DOUGIAS B. ARMSTRONG.

)l'l\' friend, Mr. Armstrong, was born at Dinxton ‘ Stunp Weeklv™ under the tide, “Twentieth Century
twenty-three vears ago @ he was educited, pre- b Colomals” When the “Stamp Lover™ was started,
paratorily, at Harrogate and Blackbeath, and afterwards  Mro Armstrong was for some time one of its principal
by privite tator, contributors, and he has since
Stamps first interested him at written for manv prominent
the age of eight, when he com- philielic journals m this country,
menced with a " Rowland 10117 m Americ, and on the Continent.
Album and a few hundred com- He s the author of 4 monograph
mon stunps begged from friends on " Moraceo  Agencies 7 now
and  relatves, He was  pre- appearing - the ™ Philaelic
sented with a collection of un- Record,” and apart from Literary
used Mexicans by a fniend n work s interested o philatelic
bt country, the  specunens msurance and advertising.
hemg stuck down m the hook Joming the Jumor Philaaehe
with thewr own origmal gum! Society i March, 1905, he was
He continued s collectimg at clected Hono Labraram i June
school in a desultory fashion, and oo member of the Conunittee
tansferring  his  stmps to im October of the same vear, sund
Cabbons” “lmproved™  Albun, has smee acted on the Couneil,
ind subsequently toa " Century,” He tounded the Isle of Thanet
when that album was first pro- Philatehe Society in conjunction
duced.  After a ume the forean with Mr, Ao Leon Adutt in
purtion of Mr. Armstrong’s col- January, 1910, and became hrst
lection was discarded, and his Hon, Secretary and  a Vice-
adtention concentrated on