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Countries of the tilorid
By W. PERCY BARNSDALL
French Somali Coast (including ObocK)—continued

IN  N o v e m b e r , 18 9 2 , th e  c o lo n y  re c e iv e d  
its  s u p p ly  o f  th e  “  N a v ig a t io n  a n d  C o m 
m e r c e ”  ty p e , a n d  s u rc h a r g in g  w a s  g iv e n  

a  rest .

N ovem ber, 1892. P e rf. 14 X I3 1 ,
Unused. Used.
s. (f. s. ti.

1 c.| black o n asu>e . 0 2 0 2
2 c ., brow n on b u ff . 0 3 0 2
4 c ., purple-brow n on grey 0 4 0 2
5 c ., g reen  on bale green . 

to e ., b lack on lilac . .
0 3

0
15  c .t blue . . . 0 6 0 9
20 c ., red on green . 2 0 2 0
25 c ., black on rose . . 0 6
30 c ., cinnam on on drab . I 0 0
40 Ce, red on yellow . . t 0
50 c ., carm ine on rose . I 0
75 c M brow n on orange 1 6

1 fr., olive-green  on toned I 6

In  18 9 2  a n  a t te m p t  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  to  
e s ta b lis h  a  c a m e l a n d  c a r a v a n  s e r v ic e  to th e  
in te r io r , a n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  to  H a r r a r .  T h e  
p r ic e  o f  t ra n s p o r t  w a s  f ix e d  a t  5 fr . fo r  a  
p a c k a g e  o f  5 0  g r a m m e s  o r  u n d e r , a n d  th e  
p ro v is io n a l o f  A p r i l ,  18 9 2 , w a s  c re a te d  fo r  
th is  s e rv ic e . T h a t  th is  c a m e l s e r v ic e  c o n 
t in u e d  is  e v id e n t  fro m  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  
p o s ta l s e r v ic e  p u b lish e d  in  Le Jo u rn a l de 
D jibouti o f  M a y , 18 9 9 . T h i s  g a v e  p a r t ic u la rs  
o f  a  s e rv ic e  o f  ru n n e rs  th a t  M . M a rt in e a u , 
th e  G o v e r n o r  o f  th e  c o lo n y , w a s  e s ta b lis h in g  
b e tw e e n  D jib o u t i a n d  H a r r a r ,  a n d  v ic e  v e rsa . 
L e t t e r s  c o m in g  fro m  a b r o a d  w e re  to  b e  
c a r r ie d  b y  th e  s a m e  w ith o u t e x t ra  c h a rg e . 
U n t i l  th e n  th e  le t te r s  h a d  b e e n  c a r r ie d  b y  
c a m e l r id e rs . S o m e t im e s  th e y  h a d  o n ly  tw o  
o r  th re e  k i lo g r a h in e s  o f  le t te r s , w h e re a s  the 
jo u r n e y  c o st a b i u t / 4 0 .  T h e  ro a d  w a s  v e ry  
b a d , d e la y s  w e re  fre q u e n t, a n d  th e  w h o le  
s e r v ic e  u n s a t is fa c to r y . I t  w a s  c a lc u la te d  th at 
th e  ru n n e rs  w o u ld  g o  a lm o s t  a s  q u ic k ly — in 
fa c t  th e  le t te r s  to o k  a b o u t  th re e  a n d  a  h a lf  
d a y s — a n d  c e r t a in ly  th e  e x p e n s e s  w o u ld  b e

s m a lle r —,£ 5 0 0  a s  a g a in s t  ,£ 2 0 0 0  p e r  a n n u m . 
In  a d d it io n  to  th is , th e  s e rv ic e , w h ic h  w a s  
w e lc o m e d  a n d  e n c o u ra g e d  b y  th e  E th io p ia n  
o ffic ia ls , g a v e  F r a n c e  a  s p h e re  o f  in flu e n c e  in  
A b y s s in ia .

In  18 9 3  a  s p e c ia l s ta m p  w a s  o rd e re d  (o r  
w a s  it  in s p ire d  ?) fro m  P a r t s  fo r  th is  s e r v ic e . 
T h e  d e s ig n , g iv e n  b e lo w , s p e a k s  fo r  itse lf. 
T h e  s ta m p  w a s  p o o r ly  e x e c u te d  b y  a  p h o to 
g r a v u r e  p ro c e s s , a n d  w a s  p r in te d  o n  a  w h ite  
quadrilU  p a p e r . T h e  a p p a re n t  p e r fo ra tio n  is  
p a r t  o f  th e  d e s ig n . L a t e r  a  2 fr . o f  s im ila r  
d e s ig n  a n d  e x e c u t io n , b u t o f  r e d u c e d  s iz e , 
w a s  s e n t  o u t fro m  th e  s a m e  s o u rc e , th o u g h  
fo r  w h a t  re a s o n  is  n o t c le a r . T h e  in s c r ip 
t io n s  in  lo w e r  la b e l o n  le ft  a n d  r ig h t  o f  o b o c k  
r e p re s e n t  th e  n a m e  in  E t h io p ia n  a n d  A r a b  
c h a r a c te r s  r e s p e c t iv e ly ; “ O b o c k ” a n d “ i 8 9 3 ”  
in A r a b  c h a r a c te r s  a p p e a r  o n  th e  m a rg in  w ith  
CO LO N IES, a n d  a  s im ila r  in s c r ip t io n  in  E t h io 
p ia n  c h a r a c te r s  o n  th e  m a rg in  w ith  PO STES.

1893. QuadrilU paper. Imperf.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . t. d.
2 fr., slate-green . . — —
5 fr., rose . . . . 15  o —
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T o w a r d s  th e  e n d  o f  th e  y e a r  a  g ro te s q u e  
se t  o f  p la s te r s  w a s  put o n  sa le , firs t  in  P a r is  
a n d  la t e r  in th e  c o lo n y  ; p e rh a p s  th is  is  th e  
re a s o n  th e y  a r e  d a te d  18 9 3 -4 . N o  d e c re e s  
c a n  b e  t ra c e d  to  a c c o u n t  fo r  th e  issu e , a n d  
a s  th e  s e r ie s  o f  18 9 2  re m a in e d  in  c irc u la tio n  
a t  th e  s a m e  tim e , a n d  th e  c a m e l s e r v ic e  d id  
n o t c a l l  fo r s u c h  v a lu e s , it is  to b e  fe a re d  th e  
s ta m p s  w e re  m a d e  to  e x p lo it  c o lle c to rs . 
T h e  c e n tra l d e s ig n  s h o w s  a  g ro u p  o f  n a t iv e  
w a rr io r s  o r  p o lit ic ia n s . T h e  in s c r ip t io n s  in  
th e  u p p e r  le ft  a n d  r ig h t  c o rn e rs  re p re s e n t  
“ O b o c k ”  in E th io p ia n  a n d  A ra b  c h a r a c te r s  
r e s p e c t iv e ly . T h e  s ta m p s  a re  b a d ly  p ro 
d u c e d , a n d  w e re  p r in te d , as  b e fo re , w ith  
im ita tio n  p e r fo ra tio n  o n  qu a d rilti p a p e r , b u t 
th is  t im e  in tw o  c o lo u r s ;  th e  n a m e  a n d  d a te , 
th e  v a lu e  a n d  lo c a l c h a r a c te r s  in th e  u p p e r  
c o rn e rs  a l l b e in g  in  th e  s e c o n d  c o lo u r  n a m e d  
in lis t  fo llo w in g .

1893-4. Q uadrilti paper. Imperf. 
Unused. 

s. d.
Used.
f. d.

1 c.t black and rose . 0 2 —

2 c., purple-brown and green . 0 3 —
4 c. „  ,, orange . 0 4 —
5 cM blue-green and brown . . 0 2 —

10 c., black and green . . . 0 4 —

15 c., ultramarine and rose . . 0 5 —

20 c., orange and purple . 0 6 —

25 c., black and blue . —

30 c., bistre and green . . . 0 8 —

40 c., red and blue-green . 1 0 —
50 c., rose and blue . 2 0 —

75 c., lilac and orange * . 2 6 —

t fr., olive-green and purple. • 3 0 —

T o  c o m p le te  th e  c a m e l s e r ie s  a n d  s till 
fu r th e r  to  f le e c e  c o l le c to r s , h ig h e r  v a lu e s  
w e re  iss u e d  in  18 9 4 . T h e  firs t  d e n o m in a tio n  
w a s  th e  5 fr ., w h ic h  a p p e a re d  in  P a r is  in  
A p r i l ,  18 9 4 , b u t  th e  l is t  g iv e n  b e lo w  is  
su ffic ie n t  co m m e n t.

1894. V ignette in  fir s t  colour. Im p erf.
Unused. Used. 

s. ti. s. d.
2 fr., orange and lilac . — —-
5 fr., rose and blue . . — —

10 fr., mauve and red * — —
25 fr., blue and brown . — —
50 fr., green and lake . — —

T h e s e  s ta m p s  n o  d o u b t s e rv e d  p r in c ip a lly  
fo r  f is c a l p u rp o se s , a n d  in  so m e c a s e s  w e re  
a  m e a n s  o f  lo c a l c u r re n c y . T h e  th re e  h ig h e r  
v a lu e s  w e re  n u m b e re d  in  b la c k , it is  s a id  to  
p re v e n t  im p ro p e r  u se .

A b o u t  th is t im e  D jib o u t i w a s  p u t u p o n  an  
in d e p e n d e n t fo o tin g  a n d  re c e iv e d  s im ila r  
s e ts , a l l  first b e in g  o n  s a le  in P a r is .

In  19 0 1  p o s ta l i s s u e s  fo r  O b o c k  w e r e  su p 
p re s s e d , a n d  th e  r e m a in in g  s to c k  o f  s ta m p s  
w a s  u se d  w ith  a n d  w ith o u t s u rc h a r g e  in 
D jib o u t i a n d  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  the c o lo n y .

T h o u g h  th e  o ffic ia l d e c re e  c o n s o lid a t in g  
th e  c o lo n y  w a s  d a te d  18 9 6 , a n d  fro m  th e  
re a d y  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  th e  a u th o r it ie s  to o k  
to  th e  s ta m p  b u s in e s s  it w a s  e x p e c te d  a  
u n ifie d  se t w o u ld  b e  p ro m p tly  is s u e d , it 
w a s  n o t t ill 19 0 2  th a t  th is  s e r ie s  a c t u a lly  
m a te r ia liz e d . In  th e  m e a n tim e  p o s s ib ly  th e  
m e rry  ro u n d  o f  s u rc h a r g e s  in  D jib o u t i w a s  
e n o u g h  to  g o  o n  w ith . I t  w a s  o n ly  in  F e b 
r u a ry , 19 0 2 , th a t  th e  r e m a in d e rs  o f  th e  
s ta m p s  fo r  th is  c o lo n y , a m o u n t in g  to
1 ,3 0 0 ,0 0 0  fr a n c s  fa c e  v a lu e , w e re  s e n t  o u t ; th e  
firs t  s e n d in g , it  is  s a id ,  fo r  fo u r  y e a r s . T h is  
o s t e n s ib ly  w a s  to  p u t a n  e n d  to  s u r c h a r g in g  ; 
e v id e n t ly , h o w e v e r , n o  n e e d  fo r  w h ic h  i f  
b u s in e s s - lik e  p re c a u t io n  h a d  b e e n  ta k e n .

French Somali Coast
In  A p r i l ,  18 9 9 , it  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  th e  

C o m m is s io n  o n  C o lo n ia l  S t a m p s  w o u ld  d e a l 
s h o r t ly  w ith  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  a  n e w  s e t , in 
F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 0 1 .  M . P a u lM e r w a r t  w a s  s a id  
to  h a v e  d e s ig n e d  th e  n e w  s ta m p  a n d  in 
S e p te m b e r  o f  th e  s a m e  y e a r  th e  d e s ig n s  
w e re  p u b lish e d  in  th e  p u b lic  p re ss . T h e  
fir s t  v a lu e s  a r r iv e d  a t  D jib o u t i 2 0  J u l y ,  19 0 2 , 
a n d  w e r e  p u t o n  s a le  th e  fo llo w in g  w e e k . 
T h e  n a m e  o f  th e  e n g r a v e r  w a s  B e n  D a m m a n , 
a n d  th e  s ta m p s  w e r e  m a n u fa c tu re d  b y  th e  
G o v e rn m e n t  e s ta b lis h m e n t  in  th e  B o u le 
v a r d  B ru n e , P a r is .  T h e  s ta m p s  s e e m  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  p r in te d  fro m  p la t e s  v e r y  c o a r s e ly  
e n g r a v e d  in taille-douce, b u t  it  is  p o s s ib le  th a t  
th e  c e n tr e s  a r e  li th o g r a p h e d . T h e  p a p e r  is  
th ic k is h  w h ite  w o v e  a n d  th e  s t a m p s  a r e  
p e r fo ra te d — a  w e lc o m e  c h a n g e  a f te r  th e o t h e r  
la b e ls — a n d  o f  a  m o re  c o n v e n ie n t  s iz e . T h e  
ty p e  fo r  th e  lo w e r  v a lu e s  sh o w s  a  v ie w  o f  th e  
M o s q u e  o f  T a d jo u r a h , th a t  fo r  th e  m e d iu m  
v a lu e s  tw o  S o m a lis  m o u n te d  o n . a  c a m e l , 
w h ils t  th e  h ig h e r  v a lu e s  p o r t r a y  th r e e  lo c a l  
w a rr io r s .
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I n  th e  m id d le  o f  19 0 3  th e  fr a m e  o f  th e  25  c . 
w a s  s l ig h t ly  a lte re d , b e in g  c h a n g e d  fro m  
b lu e  to  b la c k .

1903. A s la st. C olour changed.
Unused. Used. 

s . d. t . d .
25 (c.), pale blue and black 0 4  —

1902. C entre in  f ir s t  colour. Perf.
Unused.

s. d.
1 (c.)i orange and lilac . . . 0 1
2 (»»)» green and bistre-brown . o 1
4 carmine and blue . . 0 4
5 (»,), yellow-green and blue-green o 1

jo orange and carmine . . 0 2
15 blue and orange . . . 0 3

Used.
x. d.
o 2

I n  S e p te m b e r , 19 0 3 , th e  w h o le  se t  a p p e a re d  
in  n e w  c o lo u rs , n o  re a s o n  b e in g  g iv e n , 
p e r h a p s  th e  d e c r e a s e d  c o s t  o f  p r in t in g  b e in g  
th e  c a u s e . T h e  fra n c  v a lu e s  w e re  r e 
e n g r a v e d  to  so m e  e x te n t, a n d  in D e c e m b e r  
th e  c o lo u r  o f  th e  fra m e  o f  th e 5 fr . w a s  
a lte r e d  in  s h a d e  to  p re v e n t  c o n fu s io n  w ith  
th e  1 fra n c .

20 (c.), green and purple 
25 (»»). pale blue and blue .
30 black and red 
40 blue and brown-yellow 
40 C„) „  orange .
50 (m), pale red and green 
75 ( m ) »  lilac and orange .

1 fr., lilac and orange-red
2 ,, carmine and green 
5 „  blue and orange

15 Sept., 1903. Sam e types a n d  p er/.% but centres 
in  black.

Uuused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

1 (c .), purple . 0 1 —
2 brow n 0 1 —

4 red  . 0 1 0 2
5 (..)• g reen . 0 1 —

10 carm ine . . 0 2 —
_ _ *5(n)» yellow -brow n . . 0 3 —

0 4  — 20 purple . 0 3 —

0 5 — 25 blue . 0 4 —
3 o ( ,,) ,  carm ine . . —

0 8  — 4 o (,,) , o ran ge  . —
_ _ 5 °  (.•)• green —

1 0 — 75 (*»)♦  yellow -brow n . —
1 fr., orange-red  * —
2 fr., g reen 2 0 —
5 fr ., orange-red • »5 0 —
5 fr., buff . ♦ 5 0 —

M o s t  o f  th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  19 0 2  a n d  1 9 0 3  
is s u e s  a r e  k n o w n  w ith  in v e rte d  c e n tre s , h u t 
c o l le c to r s  c a n  v e r y  w e ll a f fo rd  to  ig n o re  th e se  
v a r ie t ie s . M a n y  o f  th e m  w e re  n o  d o u b t 
is s u e d , b u t h o w  fa r  b y  c o n n iv a n c e  o f  th e  
a u th o r it ie s  it  is  im p o s s ib le  to  s a y . C e r ta in  
it  is  th a t  a  lo t  o f  s u c h  e r r o r s  w e re  s to le n  
fro m  th e  p r in te r s , a n d  in  a n y  c a s e  p ro p e r  
s u p e rv is io n  h a s  n o t b e e n  e x e rc ise d . T h e  
1 9 0 3  s ta m p s  a r e  s t il l  c u r re n t .

{To be continued.)

PLBASB NOTB
Thu Prices quoted In the foregoing erticle are taken front our publishers* latest Stock Books, and 
are, therefore, the Prlcea at which Stanley Qlbbons, L t d w l U  have pleasure In supplying sny 
ef the stomps thmt may hs needed by any of our renders.

Topical Hote$
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS
New Cover

SO M E  o f  m y  r e a d e rs  w ill  p e r h a p s  w o n 
d e r  w h y  w e  h a v e  c h a n g e d  th e  fa m ilia r  
c o v e r  o f  o u r  li t t le  p a p e r , s o  I  w ill e x 

p la in  a t  o n c e  th a t  th is  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  a t  th e  
re q u e s t  o f  th e  r a i lw a y  b o o k s ta l l  m a n a g e r s  
a n d  n e w s a g e n ts . T h e y  h a v e  r e c e n t ly  b e e n  
a s k in g  u s  fo r  a  m o re  s t r ik in g  c o v e r , a n d  o n e  
th a t  c o u ld  b e  p ic k e d  o u t a t  a  g la n c e  a s  a  
s ta m p  p a p e r  ; th e  r e s u lt  is  th a t  w e  h a v e

tr ie d  a  g o o d  m a n y  d iffe re n t  id e a s , a n d  it 
s e e m s  to  u s  th a t  a  d e s ig n  a d o p te d  fro m  th e  
e s s e n t ia l  fe a tu re s  o f  o u r  w e ll-k n o w n  o n e  
p e n n y  s ta m p  w ill b e  m o st  s u c c e ss fu l o n  th e  
b o o k s ta lls .

In  o r d e r  th a t  th e re  m ig h t  b e  n o  in fr in g e 
m e n t o f  th e  la w  w e  s u b m itte d  th e  s k e tc h  to  
th e  a u th o r it ie s  a t  S o m e r s e t  H o u s e , a n d  fin d  
th e re  is  n o  o b je c t io n  to  it  in  th e  fo rm  w e  
h a v e  a d o p te d .
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T h e  a d v e r t ise m e n t  o f  “  S p e c ia l  B a r g a in s ,”  
w h e n  w e  h a v e  s u c h  to  o ffe r , w ill a p p e a r  on  
p a g e  2 o f  c o v e r .

N e w  E d it io n  o f  th e  S t r a n d  P o s t a g e  S ta m p
A lb u m

T h i s  p o p u la r  a lb u m  ra n  o u t o f  p r in t q u ite  
u n e x p e c te d ly  la s t  w in te r , a n d  w e  h a v e  o n ly  
ju s t  f in ish ed  a  n e w  e d itio n , th e  e ig h th .

T h is  a lb u m  is p u b lish e d  in  fo u r  q u a lit ie s  
a t  2 s . 6 d ., 5 s ., 7 s . 6 d ., a n d  8 s. 6 d ., w ith  p o s t
a g e  e x tra  ; a n d  in  o r d e r  to  s h o w  th e  g r e a t  
d e m a n d , I m ig h t  m en tio n  th a t  8 4 ,15 0  o f  
th e se  a lb u m s  h a v e  b e e n  so ld , a n d  th a t  th is  
n ew  a n d  e n la r g e d  e d itio n  c o n s is ts  o f  a  fu r 
th e r  15 ,0 0 0  c o p ie s .

S ta m p  C o lle c t io n s  R e g is t e r

A  second ed itio n  of th is  R e g is t e r  h a s  ju s t  
b e e n  p u b lish e d  in  p a m p h le t  fo rm , a n d  w ill 
b e  s e n t  p o st-fre e  to  a n y  c o l le c to r  o r  d e a le r  
w h o  w ish e s  to  b u y  o r  s e ll  g e n e r a l  o r  s p e c ia l
ized  c o lle c tio n s  o f  p o s ta g e  s ta m p s  a t  b a r g a in  
p r ic e s .

A lth o u g h  th is  R e g is t e r  h a s  o n ly  b e e n  
s ta r te d  fo r  a  sh o rt  t im e  it h a s  e v id e n tly  fille d  
a  w a n t, a s  b y  its  m e a n s  w e  h a v e  a lr e a d y  d is 
p o se d  o f  fourteen  c o lle c tio n s  fo r  o u r  c lie n ts , 
a n d  w e  n o w  h a v e  on  s a le  tw e n ty -o n e  c o l
le c t io n s  r a n g in g  fro m  .£ 2 5  to  £ 2 1 0 0  e a c h .

S o m e  o f  th e  c o lle c tio n s  a r e  s o  c h e a p  th a t 
d e a le r s  h a v e  b o u g h t s e v e r a l  o f  th em  a n d  
b e e n  a b le  to  re s e ll  a t a  g o o d  p ro fit.

A n y  o f  th e  c o lle c tio n s  u n so ld  c a n  b e  in 
s p e c te d  a t  3 9 1  S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W .C . ,  d u r in g  
u su a l o ffic e  h o u rs .

S e c t io n a l Im p e r ia l A lb u m  

T h e  w h o le  o f  th e  N o rth  A m e r ic a n  C o lo n ie s  
a r e  n o w  r e a d y , a s  w e ll a s  G r e a t  B r ita in  a n d  
th e  W e s t  In d ie s .

B r it is h  C o lo n ie s  in A fr ic a  a r e  n o w  in  th e  
p re ss , a n d  th e  e a r l ie r  o n e s  w ill  b e  r e a d y  
n e x t w eek .

T h is  n ew  a lb u m  is  a l r e a d y  p ro v in g  a  g r e a t  
s u c c e s s , a n d  large o rd e rs  a r e  a l r e a d y  on  
h a n d  fo r  U n ite d  S t a te s , A u s t r a l ia ,  S o u th  
A m e r ic a , e tc  ; in  fa c t  th e  n u m b e r  p r in te d  
fo r  W e st  In d ie s  h a s  p ro v e d  to o  s m a ll ,  a n d  
w e  h a v e  a lr e a d y  h a d  to  in c r e a s e  th e  p r in t in g  
o r d e r  b y  50  p e r  cen t.

D e scrip tio n  o f  N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s  a r r a n g e d
a n d  p riced  d u r in g  th e  la s t  w e e k  

N o s .  86, 8 7 , a n d  17 6 . V a lu e  £ 1 2 9 0 .
Spain.

T h r e e  n ew  b o o k s  o f  th is  c o u n try  a r e  n o w  
r e a d y , a n d  th e y  a r e  v e r y  s t ro n g  in  fin e  s ta m p s  
o f  th e  e a r ly  is s u e s , th e  u n u se d  o f  18 5 0  to  
18 5 6  b e in g  s p e c ia lly  fin e , a n d  m o st  ra r it ie s  
a r e  re p re s e n te d  b y  s e v e r a l  c o p ie s .

W e  h a v e  in c lu d e d , th e  s ta m p s  fro m  th e  
“ M a n n ”  a n d  “ B r e i t f u s s "  c o lle c t io n s  in  th e se  
n ew  b o o k s.

N o s . 48  a n d  2 1 0 .  V a lu e  £ 8 2 6 .

A rgentine, Buenos A yres, and Corrientes.
T w o n e w s t o c k  b o o k s o f  th e se  p o p u la r  S o u th  

A m e r ic a n  c o u n tr ie s  h a v e  ju s t  b e e n  fin ish e d , 
a n d  in m a n y  c a s e s  it h a s  b e e n  n e c e s s a r y  to  
r a is e  o u r  p r ic e s , a s  w e  fin d  w e  h a v e  s o ld  
r ig h t  o u t o f  m a n y  lin e s  a n d  h a v e  h a d  c o n 
s id e r a b le  d iffic u lty  in  r e p la c in g  s to c k , a n d  
h a v e  h a d  to  p a y  a s  m u c h  a s  w e  sold  fo r  o n ly  
a  fe w  m o n th s  a g o . W e  h a v e  a  la r g e  d e 
m a n d  fo r  th e  o ld e r  is s u e s  o f  m a n y  S o u th  
A m e r ic a n  c o u n tr ie s , s u c h  a s  A rg e n t in e , 
B u e n o s  A y r e s ,  B ra z i l ,  U r u g u a y ,  P a r a g u a y ,  
C o lo m b ia , a n d  C h ili ,  a n d  s to c k s  o f  th e se  
c o u n tr ie s  a r e  v e r y  p o o r  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  
t ra d e  in  th is  c o u n try .

In  th e se  n e w  s to c k  b o o k s  th e re  a r e  a  g o o d  
lo t o f  th e  e a r ly  A rg e n t in e s , in c lu d in g  s e v e ra l 
o f  th e  10  c . a n d  15  c ., im p e rf ., o f  18 6 4 , a n d  a  
fin e  15  c ., 18 6 7 , im p erf, a  s ta m p  w e  h a v e  
q u o te d  m u ch  to o  lo w  in  th e  C a ta lo g u e . T h e  
B u e n o s  A y r e s  a r e  a  ra th e r  n ic e  lo t, th e  
“ S h i p ”  ty p e  b e in g  re p re s e n te d  b y  th e  
fo llo w in g  :—

Unused. Used.
2 p., blue 6 7
3 p., green 2 3
4 p., red . — 1
5 p., orange . I 2
4 p., brown 4 1
IN p s . , brown . 5 —

IN p s . ,  blue 10 6
TO PS. „ 4 6

I n  C o rr ie n te s  th e re  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  fu ll 
s h e e ts  a n d  s o m e  p a ir s  p r in te d  tele-beche.

N o s . 57  a n d  209. V a lu e  £ 7 1 4 .
Uruguay.

A  n ic e  b o o k , in c lu d in g  a  n u m b e r  o f  r e a l ly  
r a r e  s ta m p s , b u t th e  e a r ly  i s s u e s  h a v e  b e e n  
m u ch  s o ld  o u t  a n d  s to c k s  a r e  lo w e r  th a n  
th e y  h a v e  b e e n  fo r  a  lo n g  t im e  p a s t .  T h e  
la te r  i s s u e s  a r e  v e r y  c o m p le te , a n d  in c lu d e  a  
c o n s id e r a b le  n u m b e r  o f  e r ro r s , s u c h  a s  in 
v e r te d  s u rc h a r g e s , im p e r fs ., im p e r f . b e tw e e n , 
e tc .

B A R B A D O S
Bjr E . O. Bacon and F . H . N opler
With a Hlatory and D**cription o f  th* 8to r-wa tor mar had 
Papon o f  Mooor*. Perkin* Bacon A Co.

This important publication, consisting of 120 
pages, is illustrated with three sheets of autotypes 
of stamps (specially showing all the varieties of the 
td. on half of 5s.), three facsimile reproductions 
of the Star watermarks, an Appendix containing 
copies of original correspondence, etc. etc., a list 
of the number of Stamps of each value printed by 
Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co. and Messrs. De La 
Rue & Co.

Price 7s. 6d. in strong cover, or ios.-6d. well 
bound in cloth, gilt edges ; post-free 3d. extra.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
3)i Strand, London, W .C .
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Twentieth Century Colonials
H Guide to the Postal Jldbcsives of the British Empire 
Issued during the first Six Years of the Twentieth Century 
(January, 1001-Dune, 1007)
W r i t t e n  a n d  C o m p i l e d  b y  D. B. A R M STR O N G
P A R T  I I —continued (CO PYRIGH T R E S E R V E D .)

British Possessions in A sia —continued
British Empire in India—continued 
Native States—continued 

C h a m b a

T H E  S t a t e  o f  th is  n a m e  is  c o m p o se d  
o f  a  m o u n ta in o u s  s t re tc h  o f  c o u n try  
ly in g  d ir e c t ly  to  th e  n o rth  o f  th e  B r i t 

ish  d is t r ic t  o f  K a n g r a  in  th e  P u n ja b , a n d  
sh u t in  o n  a l l  s id e s  b y  th e  lo fty  p e a k s  o f  th e  
H im a la y a  M o u n ta in s . I t s  a r e a  is  e s t im a te d  
a t  3 2 1 6  s q u a r e  m ile s , a n d  it is  s a id  to  h a v e  a  
p o p u la t io n  o f  12 7 ,8 3 4 . I t s  b o u n d a r ie s  a r e :  
o n  th e  n o r th -e a s t  a n d  e a s t , th e  B r it is h  d i s 
t r ic ts  o f  L a h u l a n d  L a d a k h  ; o n  th e  n o r th 
w e st , th e  S t a t e  o f  K a s h m ir ; so u th  a n d  s o u th 
e a s t , K a n g r a  a n d  G u rd a s p u r .

C h a m b a  is  o n e  o f  th e  o ld e s t  S t a t e s  in 
In d ia . I t  w a s  c a p tu re d  b y  th e  B r it is h  fo rc e s  
in  18 4 6 . I n  18 7 2 , in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  a  r e 
b e ll io n  a g a in s t  Im p e r ia l  a u th o r ity , th e  
r e ig n in g  R a j a ,  G o p a l S in g h , w a s  d e p o s e d  
b y  th e  In d ia n  G o v e rn m e n t , h is  s o n , S h a m  
S in g h , b o rn  in  J u ly ,  18 6 6 , a n d  th e n  a n  in fa n t , 
b e in g  n o m in a te d  in h is  s t e a d , d u r in g  w h o s e  
m in o r ity  th e  a f fa ir s  o f  th e  S t a t e  w e r e  a d 
m in is te re d  b y  B r it is h  o f fic ia ls .

T h e  S t a t e ’ s  r e s o u rc e s  a r e  c h ie f ly  o f  an  
a g r ic u ltu r a l  n a tu re , b u t  iro n  is  w o rk e d  in  
c o n s id e r a b le  q u a n t it ie s , a n d  s o m e  c o p p e r  
a n d  s la te  is  m in e d . T h e r e  a r e  a ls o  s o m e  
v a lu a b le  t im b e r  fo re s ts  w h ic h  a r e  le a s e d  to  
th e  In d ia n  G o v e rn m e n t , a n d  a r e  u n d e r  th e  
s u p e rv is io n  o f  th e  P u n ja b  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
W o o d s  a n d  F o r e s t s , to  w h ic h  p r o v in c e  th e  
S t a te  is  su b o rd in a te . C h a m b a  is  a  fa v o u r ite  
c o u n try  fo r  s p o rts m e n , a n d  in  th e  m o u n 
ta in o u s  d is t r ic t s  o f  th e  S t a t e  y e llo w  b e a r s , 
th e  s lo th , h ill le o p a rd s , w ild  s h e e p , a n d  
m u s k  d e e r  a b o u n d .

T h e r e  a r e  o n ly  tw o  to w n s  o f  s iz e , th e  
c a p it a l  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  th e  s a m e  n a m e , 
w h ic h  is  th e  re s id e n c e  o f  th e  R a j a ,  a n d  th e  
to w n  o f  B a r m ir .

S ta m p s  fir s t  issu e d , 18 8 6 .
Currency.— S a m e  a s  In d ia .

C h a m b a  is  o n e  o f  th e  f iv e  C o n v e n t io n  
S t a te s  w h ic h  h a v e  e n te r e d  in to  a  w o r k in g  
a r r a n g e m e n t  w ith  th e  In d ia n  G o v e r n m e n t  
in  r e s p e c t  to  th e ir  p o s t a g e  s ta m p s . T h e  
s ta m p s  c u r re n t  in  th is  S t a te  a r e  th e  r e g u la r  
s e r ie s  o f  In d ia ,  w h ich  a r e  p u r c h a s e d  b y  th e  
S t a te  P o s t  O ffic e  fro m  th e  In d ia n  G o v e r n 

m e n t a t  c o s t  p r ic e , a f t e r  h a v in g  b e e n  o v e r 
p r in te d  w ith  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  S t a te ,  a n d  in  
th e  c a s e  o f  o f f ic ia l s ta m p s  th e  w o rd  s e r 
v i c e  a ls o . T h e s e  s ta m p s  h a v e  fr a n k in g  
p o w e r  th ro u g h o u t B r i t i s h  In d ia ,  but o n  
le t te r s  sen t o u t o f  th e  c o u n try  t h e s e  s ta m p s  
a r e  n o t v a l id , a n d  o r d in a r y  u n s u r c h a r g e d  
In d ia n  s ta m p s  m u st b e  u se d .

In  M a rc h , 19 0 2 , th e  It a n n a  a n d  1 a n n a  
v a lu e s  o f  In d ia , o f  w h ic h  in  19 0 0  th e  c o lo u rs  
h a d  b e e n  c h a n g e d  in  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  th e  
d e m a n d s  o f  th e  P o s t a l  U n io n  a u th o r it ie s , 
w e re  is s u e d  o v e r p r in te d  fo r  u s e  in  th is  S t a te ,  
tw o  fu r th e r  v a lu e s  b e in g  a d d e d  in  19 0 3  a n d  
19 0 4  r e s p e c t iv e ly . T h e  c ir c u m s ta n c e  o f  th e  
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  Q u e e n ’ s  H e a d  s ta m p s  a f te r  
th o se  o f  th e  s a m e  d e n o m in a t io n s  o f  th e  
K in g ’s  H e a d  s e r ie s  h a d  b e e n  is s u e d  h a s  
a l r e a d y  b e e n  e x p la in e d . T h e  d a t e s  o f  is s u e  
a n d  n u m b e rs  p r in te d  o f  e a c h  d e n o m in a tio n  
a r e  g iv e n  o n  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  th e  Stam ps o f  
the Indian  N a tive States. T h e  2  a n n a s  
d e n o m in a t io n  is  v e r y  s c a r c e .

1902-4.
Contemporary designs o f India 189 9  and 1900. 

Colours changed. W mk.Star. Perf. 14 . Typo- 
graphed by Messrs. De La Rue &* Co., in  
London. Overprinted c h a m b a  s t a t e  in two 
lines in tali, thin sans-serif capitals, in black, 
at the Government o f India Central Printing 
Office, Calcutta, in complete sheets o f 240.

3  pies, grey (48 ,240), issued F eb ru a ry , 1904. 
i  an n a , pea-green (60,480), issued M arch , 19 0 2 .
1 an n a, carm ine (36 ,4 8 0 ), issued M arch , 19 0 2 .
2  an n as, vio let (2640), issued F eb ru a ry , 19 0 3 .

Error.
O n e  s h e e t  o f  th e  3  p ie s  d e n o m in a t io n , o f  

2 4 0  s ta m p s , h a s  b e e n  d is c o v e re d  w ith  th e  
o v e r p r in t  in v e rte d .

Diverted surcharge.
3  pies, grey .

Varieties.
Sm all “  A  ”  in  s t a t e .

3  pie*, grey .
$  an n a, pea-green.

T h i s  v a r ie t y  o c c u r s  a s  N o . n o  in  th e  
lo w e r  p a n e  o n  th e  s h e e ts  o f  3  p ie s  s ta m p s , 
a n d  N o . 8 0  in  th e  to p  p a n e  o f  th e  ^ a n n a  
v a lu e .
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Railed space before CHAMBA ; reads l CHAMBA. 
No. 5 3  on sheet.

3  p ies, grey.

Both ** t  ”  *s in  STATE small. No. i $ i  on sheet.
£  an n a, pea-green.

First “  t  ”  in STATE small. No. 2 16 .
4 anna, pea-green.

In  a ll, ten  v a lu e s  o f  the c u r re n t  K in g 's  
H e a d  s e r ie s  o f  In d ia  h a v e  b e e n  o v e rp r in te d  
fo r  th e  u se  o f  th is  S ta te , th e  fir s t  to  b e  p la c e d  
o n  s a le  b e in g  th e  th re e  lo w e r  d e n o m in a tio n s , 
e a r ly  in  A p r i l ,  1 9 0 3 ;  th e  re m a in in g  v a lu e s  
b e in g  is s u e d  a s  re q u ire d .

1 9 0 3 - S
Regular series of India, 1902. Head of King 

Edward VII. Wmk. Star. P erf 14 . Typo- 
graphed by Messrs. De La Rue <5°  Co. , in 
London, and surcharged in the Government of 
India Central Printing Office, Calcutta, as 
aboi>e in complete sheets, in two lines, in black. 
Centre of rupee value in second colour. Dates \ 
of issue given in brackets.
3 pies, grey  (issued A p ril, 1903).
5 an n a, pea-green (issued A p ril, 1903).
1 „  carm ine (issued A p ril, 1903).
2 an n as, purple (issued A p ril 1st , 1904).
3  „  orange-brow n (issued M ay , 1905).
4 , ,  olive-green (issued A p ril 1s t , 1904).
6 , ,  bistre (issued F eb ru ary , 1905).
8 , ,  m agenta (issued A pril 1s t ,  1904).

12  , ,  purple on red (issued M ay , 1905).
I rupee, carm ine and green (issued A pril 1s t , 

1904).
S h a d e s .

T h e  s h a d e s  w h ic h  o c c u r re d  in  th e  s u b 
se q u e n t  p r in t in g s  o f  th e  3  p ie s  a n d  2 a n n a s  
d e n o m in a t io n s  o f  th e  c u rre n t  In d ia n  s e r ie s  
w e re  l ik e w is e  s u rc h a r g e d  fo r  u s e  in th is  
S ta te .

3  p ies, blue-gTey instead o f  grey.
2 annas, m auve instead o f purple.

V a r ie t ie s .
p  O w in g  to  th e  s u rc h a r g e  b e in g  se t  u p  in 
m o v a b le  ty p e , in s ta n c e s  o f  b r o k e n  le tte rs , 
m is p la c e d  s u r c h a r g e s , d ro p p e d  le tte rs , e tc .,

a r e  fre q u e n t  in  a l l  i s s u e s  o f  th is  S ta te . T h e  
fo llo w in g  a r e  th e  m o re  im p o r ta n t  o f  th o s e  
w h ic h  o c c u r  in  th e  K in g ’s  H e a d  s e r ie s .

Sm all “  A ”  in  STATE. Nos. 128 and 230 on 
sheet.

3 pies, grey (128 and 230).
4 anna, pea-green (128 and 250).
1 ,, carmine (128 and 230).
2 annas, purple (128 only).
3 ,, orange-brown (128 only).
4 ,, olive-green (128 only).
8 annas, magenta (128 only).
1 rupee, carmine and green (12S only).

“ a ”  with broken crossbar like inverted “  v ”  in 
state . No. 240 on sheet.

3 pies, grey.
4 anna, pea-green.
1 ,, carmine.
2 annas, purple.
3 ,, orange-brown.
4 ,, olive-green.
6 ,, bistre.
8 ,, magenta.

12 ,, purple on red.
I rupee, carmine and green.

Raised space in front o f c h a m b a , making it read 
1 c h a m b a . N o. 8 3  on sheet.

3 pies, grey.
4 anna, pea-green.
1 ,, carmine.
2 annas, purple.
3 , ,  orange-brown.
4 „  olive-green.
6 ,, bistre.
8 ,, magenta.

12 ,, purple on red.
1 rupee, carmine and green.

Raised space after c h a m b a ,  reading CHAMBA 1. 
No. 143 on sheet.

8  annas, magenta.
12 ,, purple on red.

1 rupee, carmine and green.
Wide space between “ a ”  and “  T  ”  of s t a t e . 

No. 12 1.
3 pies, grey.
4 anna, pea-green.
1 ,, carmine.

{To 6e continued.)

The Postal System
and Stamps of morocco — continued
B y  O T T O  R O M M E L ,  Doctor o f Law . Translated by F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

S t a m p s  o f  th e  F r e n c h  P o s t  O ffic e s—continued

IN  19 0 3  th  e Am erican Jo u rn a l o f Philately  
a n n o u n c e d  th a t  it h a d  b e e n  sh o w n  b y  
M r . J .  C .  M o rg e n th a u  im p e r f . b lo c k s  o f  

5 c . on 5 c ., g r e e n , a n d  th e  2 5  c . o n  2 5  c ., b la c k  
o n  rose, b o th  o f  th e  1 8 9 1 - 3  is s u e . Ju d g in g  
fro n t th e  d a te s  o f  issu e , I th in k  th a t  th e se  
s ta m p s  ( T y p e  I I )  m u st h a v e  h a d  th e  deep red  
s u rc h a r g e . B u t  w ith o u t d a t e ,  th e y  w e r e  o n ly

th e  s o -n a m e d  “  s ta m p s  p r e p a r e d  fo r  u se , b u t 
n o t is s u e d ,"  to  w h ic h  c a t e g o r y  th e  2 5  c . on  
25  c . ,  b la c k  o n  rose, s u r c h a r g e d  in  deep red, 
a ls o  b e lo n g . A l l  th e s e  im p e r f . s ta m p s , 
T y p e  I I ,  h a v e  th e  m illisim e  “ 2 , ”  a n d  a r e  
k n o w n  w ith  in v e r te d  a n d  d o u b le  s u rc h a r g e .

T h e r e  is  q u ite  a  l is t  o f  o th e r  s ta m p s  th a t 
w e r e  “ p r e p a r e d  fo r  u s e , b u t  n o t  i s s u e d ."
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T h e y  a r e  p e r fo ra te d , a n d  w e r e  p r in te d  in  
1 9 0 1 .  T h e  m illhim es o f  th e s e  s ta m p s  a r e  
n o t k n o w n ; p o s s ib ly  a s  th e y  w ere p r in te d  in  
19 0  l th e re  w e re  n o  milUsim es o n  th e  s h e e ts . 
T h e y  a re  a s  fo llo w s  : —

T y pe  I.
5 centim os, carm ine, on 5 c ., green.

10 »» „  10 c .,  black on lilac.
25 M ,, ,25  c. „  rose.
50 II b lack , qn 50 c . , rose-carmine.

T ype I I .
20  centim os, b lack , on 20 c , red and green. 

1 peseta ,,  1 fr ., olive-green.

A l l  th e  a b o v e  a r e  k n o w n  w ith  in v e rte d  
a n d  d o u b le  s u rc h a r g e , b u t th e y  a r e  n o th in g  
b u t fo rg e r ie s , o r  a t  th e  b e st  o f f ic ia l re p r in ts . 
T h e y  a r e  c e r ta in ly  n o t w o rth  th e  o d d  4 s. e a c h  
g e n e r a l ly  a s k e d  fo r  th em .

A s  fa r  b a c k  a s  19 0 0  it w a s  d e c id e d  to  
is s u e  s p e c ia l  s ta m p s  fo r  F r e n c h  P o s t  O ffic e s  
A b r o a d , g iv in g  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  p a r t ic u la r  
c o u n try  c o n c e rn e d . T h is  d e c is io n  w a s  
re a c h e d  “  b y  re a s o n  o f  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  n o t 
o f fe n d in g  th e  s u sc e p t ib il it ie s  o f  th e  H e a d  o f  
th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  th o se  c o u n tr ie s  in  w h ic h  
F r a n c e  m a in ta in e d  p o st o f f ic e s .”  A c c o r d 
in g ly  to w a rd s  th e  la t te r  p a r t  o f  19 0 2  th e  
n e w  s ta m p s  fo r  M o ro c c o  g r a d u a l ly  m a d e  
th e ir  a p p e a ra n c e .

T h e  in s c r ip t io n  w a s  c h a n g e d , th e  r e - 
PUBLIQUE FRAN^AISE a n d  POSTES, to  
POSTE f r a n c h is e  a n d  MAROC. B y  re a s o n  
o f  th e  d iffe re n c e  o f  e x c h a n g e  b e tw e e n  
F r e n c h  a n d  S p a n is h  c u r r e n c y , th e  w h o le  
is s u e  w a s  o v e rp r in te d  w ith  th e  v a lu e  in  
c e n t im o s  a n d  p e s e ta s . T h e  s u rc h a r g e  w a s  
in  tw o  lin e s  e x c e p t  fo r  th e  1 0  c . to  3 0  c ., 
w h e r e  it is  in  a  s in g le  lin e .

Ptrf. 1 4 x 1 3 4 .
5 centim os, red , on 5 c ., light green .

10  ,, b lack , 10  c  , carm ine.
15 *4 4 »5 c ., brick-red.
2°  ,, . .  ! 2 0 C., brow n-purple.
25 n 25  b ., blue.
30 ti 30  c . , violet.
5° 11 50 c ., brow n an d  lavender.

I peseta 1 I fr ., lake and yellow -green
2  pesetas , t 2  fr ., dull purple and buff.
5 ,, 11 5 fr ., deep b lue and ye llo w .

In  th e  1 0  c e n tim o s  th e re  a r e  v a r ie t ie s  in  
th e  o v e r p r in t , d u e  to  th e  s h ift in g  o f  th e  
s h e e t  in  th e  p r e s s . In  s o m e  s h e e ts  th e  fifth  
a n d  ten th  ro w s  o n ly  sh o w  th e  w o rd  CENTI
MOS, a n d  t h e  re m a in in g  e ig h t  ro w s , CENTI
MOS 10. I n  o th e r  s h e e ts , th e  fir s t  a n d  s ix th  
ro w s  re a d  10 c en t im o , a n d  th e  re m a in in g  
e ig h t  ro w s , s. 10 c e n t im o .

T h e  5 c . is  th e  “  B la n c  ”  t y p e ; 1 0  c . to  
2 5  c . “  M o u c h o n ”  t y p e  ; a n d  50  c . to  2  fr ., 
“  M e rso n  ”  ty p e .

O n  10  O c to b e r , 19 0 3 , it  w a s  n o t ic e d  th a t 
th e  s to c k  o f  5 a n d  1 0  c e n tim o s  s ta m p s  h a d  
ru n  d o w n  to o  lo w , s o  6 0 0  P o s t a g e  'D u e s  
o f  5 a n d  1 0  c e n tim o s  w e re  o v e rp r in te d  
“  P .P .”  in a n  o b lo n g  fra m e , a n d  w e re  th en  
iss u e d  a s  p o s ta g e  s ta m p s . T h e  s u rc h a r g e  
“ P . P . ”  s ta n d s  fo r  “ P o r t  P a y tf ,”  i .e . 
“  P o s ta g e  P a id .”  T h e  s ta m p s  w e r e  o n ly  in 
u se  o n  th e  d a te  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e , a n d  w e re  
n ot o b lite ra te d  in  a n y  s p e c ia l m a n n e r.

Overprinted “  P .P .”  in an oblong frame, in black.
Per/ 1 4 X 134-

S centim os, carm ine, on 5 c ., blue.
10  , ,  „  i o c . ,  brown.

In  18 9 5  th e  in la n d  s ta m p  o f  F r a n c e , 
w h ic h  w a s  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  in  u se  in  
M o ro c c o , w a s  c h a n g e d  in c o lo u r  to  blue- 

green, in s te a d  o f  ligh t green.
Perf. 14  x  134 .

5 centim os, red, on 5 c ., blue-green.

T h is  s ta m p  w a s  n o t is s u e d  in  M o ro c c o  
u n til 19 0 6 . In  19 0 7  th e  c o lo u r  w a s  c h a n g e d  
a g a in ,  th is  t im e  to  a  bright yellow -green, 
s o m e w h a t s im ila r  to  th e  s h a d e  in  w h ich  it 
m a d e  its  f ir s t  a p p e a ra n c e . T h e  b lu e -g re e n  
s ta m p s  a lw a y s  h a v e  th e  m ilUsim e “  5 ,”  a n d  
th e  b r ig h t  y e llo w -g re e n  “ 6 ."

O n e  r e s u lt  o f  th e  re c e n t  m ilita ry  o p e r a 
t io n s  b e tw e e n  F r a n c e  a n d  M o ro c c o  h a s  b e e n  
th a t  s e v e r a l  n ew  m a r k s  h a v e  b e e n  in  u s e  to  
in d ic a te  th a t  le tte rs , e tc ., b e a r in g  th e m  a r e  
c a r r ie d  fre e . In  A u g u s t  la s t  y e a r  th e  D e 
p a rtm e n t o f  P o s t s  a n d  th e  W a r  D e p a r t 
m e n t c a m e  to  a n  u n d e rs ta n d in g , a n d  jo in t ly  
p r e p a r e d  a  d e c re e  fo r  p re s id e n t ia l s ig n a tu re , 
b y  v ir tu e  o f  w h ic h  s in g le  le t te r s  a n d  m o n e y  
o rd e rs  n o t  e x c e e d in g  50  fr a n c s  m ig h t  b e  
fo rw a rd e d  fr e e  o f  c h a r g e  to  o r  b y  th e  tro o p s  
in  M o ro c c o , a n d  th e  c r e w s  o f  th e  w a rs h ip s  
s ta t io n e d  in  th e  v ic in ity .

B e fo r e  th is  d e c r e e  b e c a m e  la w , a  le t te r  
d a te d  24 A u g u s t , 19 0 7 , a n d  c o m in g  th ro u g h  
a  M ilita ry ' F ie ld  P o s t  O ffic e , b o r e  th e  in 
sc r ip t io n  “ C o r p s  d e  D d b a rq u e m e n t d e  
C a s a b la n c a ”  ( D is e m b a r k in g  S e c t io n  a t  
C a s a b la n c a ) ; it  w a s  a ls o  s ta m p e d  w ith  
s ta m p  o f  th e  C a s a b la n c a  o ffic e , c o n s is t in g  
o f  c o n c e n tr ic  c ir c le s , a n d  in  th e  le ft-h a n d  
lo w e r  c o rn e r , r u n n in g  v e r t ic a lly  d o w n w a rd s , 
w a s  th e  w o rd in g , AMBULANCE— 24— AOUT. 
19 0 7  w ith  a  d o tte d  l in e  u n d e rn e a th . A n 
o th e r  le t t e r  fro m  C a s a b la n c a ,  d a te d  2 3
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O c to b e r , 19 0 7 , h a d  th e  s a m e  c ir c u la r  o b 
lit e r a t in g  s ta m p , b u t  th e  in s c r ip t io n  r e a d : 
T R E SO R  E T  PO STES A U X  A R M E E S— CA SA 
BLAN CA.

L e t t e r s  fro m  th e  F r e n c h  D iv is io n  in  
E a s t e r n  M o ro c c o  w e re  m a rk e d  w ith  th e  
fo llo w in g  s p e c ia l  in sc r ip t io n  in  tw o  l in e s  :—  

M ISSIO N  M IL 1T A 1R E  F R A N C A ISE  A U  M AROC
SECTIO N  F R O N T IE R E  D’O U D JD A  P A R  

M A RN IA  (O RAN).

T h e  le tte rs  p a s s in g  th ro u g h  O ra n  fro m  ! 
O u d jd a  w e r e  fra n k e d  w ith  u n s u r c h a r g e d  
F r e n c h  s ta m p s .

A n o th e r  le tte r  fro m  O u d jd a , d a te d  1 1  
S e p te m b e r , 19 0 7 , a n d  re c e iv e d  in  O ra n  on  
1 3  S e p te m b e r , w a s  s ta m p e d  w ith  th e  s ta m p  
o f  th e  “ C o n se il d ’A d m in is tra t io n s  d u  C o r p s  I 
d e  T r o u p e ,”  w h ich  a p p e a r s  to  ta k e  th e  p la c e  
o f  a  m il ita r y  o b lite ra t in g  s ta m p  ; o th e rw ise  
th e  le t te r  w a s  d e a lt  w ith  in  th e  r e g u la r  
m a n n e r  a t  th e  O ra n  o ffice .

A n o th e r  s ta m p  c o n s is ts  o f  a  d o u b le - lin e d  
c ir c le , w ith in  w h ic h  a p p e a r  th e  w o rd s  
TR E SO R  E T  p o s t e s  ; b e lo w  is  th e  n u m b e r  
“  1 7 2 ”  b e tw e e n  tw o  s t a r s  ; in  th e  c e n tre  is  
th e  d a te  1 1 — OCT.— 0 7 . in  th re e  lin es .

O n  1 A u g u s t , 19 0 7 , a  p o s t  o ffic e  w a s  
o p e n e d  a t  O u d jd a  fo r  th e  u se  o f  th e  n o n 
m il it a r y  r e s id e n t s ; th e  o b lite r a t in g  s ta m p  
u s e d  h a s  a  s in g le - lin e d  c ir c le  o n ly .

A t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  19 0 8  th e  fo u r  lo w  
v a lu e s , 1 c . to  4  c ., o f  th e  “  B la n c  ”  ty p e , 
w e r e  is s u e d  s u ita b ly  s u r c h a r g e d  fo r  u se  in  
M o ro c c o . A s  h a s  b e e n  p r e v io u s ly  e x p la in e d ; 
th e s e  lo w  v a lu e s  b e c a m e  n e c e s s a r y  w h e n  
th e  in la n d  p o s ta l r a t e s  w e re  m a d e  a p p lic 
a b le  to  M o ro c c o .

1

CENTIMO
P erf 14  x  I3 i-

1 centim o, red, on 1 c ., grey.
2 centim es, b lack , on 2  c . , claret.
3  , ,  »  3  c ., orange-red.
4 „ 1, 4  c . ,  b r o w n .

A ll  th e se  s ta m p s  h a v e  th e  m illcsim e “  8 ”
o n  th e  s h e e ts . T h e  fig u re  o f  v a lu e  v a r ie s
in  p o s it io n  w ith  re la t io n  to  th e  w o rd  
CENTIMOS ; so m e tim e s  it is  o v e r  th e  “ t ,”  
a n d  s o m e t im e s  o v e r  th e  s p a c e  b e tw e e n  “  t  ”  
a n d  “ I.” T h e  “ c ”  in  CENTIMOS sh o w s  
t r a c e s  o f  tw o  little  lin e s  in  it ; th is  o c c u rs  in  
a ll v a lu e s , b u t  is o f  n o  im p o r ta n c e , a s  it is 
o n ly  d u e  to  p r in t in g  fro m  b a d ly  c le a n e d  
p la te s  ; s o m e tim e s  th e re  a p p e a r s  to  b e  a  b it  
o f  m e ta l f ix e d  to  th e  to p  r ig h t -h a n d  p o rtio n  
o f  th e  “ c , ”  w h ich  g iv e s  th is  le t te r  th e  a p 
p e a r a n c e  o f  b e in g  s l ig h t ly  o u t  o f  lin e .

{To be continued.)

The Genus Homo
By BERTRAM W. H. POOLE

F R O M  S o m a li la n d  to  S a m o a  is  a  v a s t  
d is ta n c e  g e o g r a p h ic a l ly ,  b u t  e th n o lo g y  
is  n o t b o u n d e d  b y  a r b it r a r y  g e o g r a p h i

c a l  l im its , a n d  th u s  in  th e s e  w id e ly  s e p a r a te d  
p o in ts  w e  fin d  m e m b e rs  o f  
th e  g r e a t  C a u c a s ic  d iv is io n  
o f  th e  h u m a n  r a c e . T h e  
S a m o a n s  a r e  a  P o ly n e s ia n  
r a c e  o f  fin e  p h y s ic a l  d e v e lo p 
m en t. T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  d e 
s c r ib e d  a s  a  n a t io n  o f  g e n 
tle m e n , a n d  a r e  h o s p ita b le , 
c o u rte o u s , h o n e st , a n d  a f fe c 

t io n a te . I t  is  w e ll k n o w n  th a t  th e  la te  
R o b e r t  L o u is  S te v e n s o n  w a s  g r e a t ly  a t 
ta c h e d  to  th e m . T h e y  a r e  c h e e r fu l a n d  
jo y o u s , fo n d  o f  d a n c in g  a n d  s o n g  a n d  a  
v a r ie t y  o f  a m u s e m e n ts . A lth o u g h  c e r e 
m o n io u s  a n d  s ta te ly  in  m a n y  o f  t h e ir  c u s 
to m s , g lo o m  a n d  m o ro s e n e s s  a r e  q u ite  
c o n t r a r y  to  th e ir  n a tu re . T h e y  h a v e  a  ta s te  
fo r  n e a tn e s s  a n d  o r d e r  s u c h  a s  is  u n k n o w n  
e ls e w h e r e  a m o n g  p e o p le  in  a  b a r b a r o u s  
s t a t e .  W h e n  S a m o a n s  b o a rd  a  v e s s e l  th e y  
d o  n o t  s te a l th in g s  l ik e  m o st p r im it iv e  fo lk . 
T h e  fo llo w in g  e x t ra c t  fro m  th e  jo u r n a l o f  a  
w e ll-k n o w n  m is s io n a r y  s p e a k s  v o lu m e s  fo r  
th e  h o s p ita b le  a n d  g ra te fu l n a tu re  o f  th e  
p e o p l e :—

in Philately —continued

“ A t  th e  c lo s e  ot o u r  in te rv ie w  M a lie to a  
(w h o se  p o r tra it  a p p e a rs  o n  th e  s ta m p  il lu s 
tra te d )  in fo rm e d  h is  p e o p le  th a t  a  la r g e  
q u a n t ity  o f  v a lu a b le  p r o p e r t y  h a d  b e e n  
g iv e n  to  h im , a n d  th a t  th e  E n g l is h  c h ie fs ,  to  
w h o m  h e  w a s  in d e b te d  fo r  i t ,  w o u ld  w a n t 
s o m e th in g  to  e a t  o n  t h e ir  re tu rn  ; fo r , s a id  
h e , ‘  th e re  a r e  n o  p ig s  r u n n in g  a b o u t  o n  th e  
s e a , n e ith e r  i s  th e re  a n y  b r e a d -fru it  g r o w in g  
th e re .’  U p o n  h e a r in g  th is  th e  w h o le  c o m 
p a n y  in s t a n t ly  a r o s e  a n d  s c a m p e re d  a w a y  ; 
a n d  in  a b o u t  a n  h o u r th e y  re tu rn e d , b r in g in g  
w ith  th e m  fifte e n  p ig s  o f  v a r io u s  s iz es , w ith  
a  la r g e  q u a n t ity  o f  b re a d -fru it , y a m s , a n d  
o th e r  v e g e t a b le s , th e  w h o le  o f  w h ic h  th e  
c h ie f  p re se n te d  to  u s .”

T h e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  T o n g a  o r  F r ie n d ly  
I s la n d s  a r e  a ls o  a  P o ly n e s ia n  r a c e  o f

s im i la r  a p p e a l a n c e  a n d  h a b it s  to  th e  
S a m o a n s . T h e y  a re , i f  a n j  th in g , e v e n  m o re
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h a n d s o m e  th a n  th e ir  n e ig h b o u rs , a n d  L o r d  
G e o r g e  C a m p b e ll  s a y s  o f  th e m  in  h is  d e 
sc r ip t io n  o f  th e  v o y a g e  o f  H .M .S .  C hallenger: 
“ T h e r e  a r e  n o  p e o p le  in  th e  w o r ld  w h o  

i s t r ik e  o n e  a t  f ir s t  s o  
m u c h  a s  th e s e  F r ie n d ly  
Is la n d e r s . T h e i r  c le a r , 
l ig h t , c o p p e r  - c o lo u re d  
s k in s , y e llo w  a n d  c u r ly -  
h a ir ,  g o o d  - h u m o u re d , 
h a n d s o m e  fa c e s , th e ir  
tout ensemble, fo rm  a  
n o v e l a n d  s p le n d id  p ic 
tu re  o f  th e  genus hom o; 
a n d  a s  fa r  a s  p h y s iq u e  

a n d  a p p e a ra n c e  g o , t h e y  g iv e  o n e  c e r ta in ly  
th e  im p re s s io n  o f  b e in g  a  s u p e r io r  r a c e  to  
o u r s .”  T h e  T o n g a n s  a r e  a ll C h r is t ia n s  n o w , 
a n d  e v e r y  o n e  c a n  r e a d , a  W e s le y a n  M is s io n  
h a v in g  b e en  e s ta b lis h e d  in  18 2 6 .

A n o th e r  fin e  r a c e  o f  P o ly n e s ia n s  a r e  th e  
M a o r is — th e a b o r ig in e s  o f  N e w  Z e a la n d . 
T h e y  a r e  a  b ra v e , g e n e ro u s , a n d  w a r l ik e  
p e o p le , w h o  a r e  s a id  to  h a v e  re a c h e d  N e w  
Z e a la n d  fro m  th e  P a c if ic  I s le s  n e a r ly  a  th o u 
s a n d  y e a r s  a g o . W h e n  N e w  Z e a la n d  w a s  
firs t  co lo n iz e d  b y  th e  B r it is h  in  18 4 0 , th e  
M a o r i r a c e  w e re  in  s o le  p o s se ss io n  o f  th e  
is la n d s . A n th ro p o lo g is t s  a s s e r t  th a t  th e y  
h a d  e x te rm in a te d  a n  in d ig e n o u s  M e la n e s ia n  
r a c e  w h ic h  in h a b ite d  th e  c o u n try  o n  th e ir  
a r r iv a l .  F o r  so m e  y e a r s  a f te r  th e  a r r iv a l  o f  
th e  B r it is h  th e  M a o r ie s  w e re  d y in g  o u t a t  a n  
a p p a l l in g  ra te . T h is ,  w e  a r e  to ld , w a s  n ot 
b e c a u s e  o f  a n y  in h e re n t  o r  a c q u ir e d  v ic e , 
b u t s im p ly  b e c a u s e  th e y  w e re  fi lth y , a n d  d id  
n ot k n o w  h o w  to  m a k e  p ro p e r  u s e  o f  c lo th e s .

A n  e n o rm o u s  n u m b e r  o f  d e a th s  o c c u r re d  
fro m  “ g a l lo p in g ”  c o n su m p tio n , w h ic h  c o u ld  
u n d o u b te d ly  b e  t r a c e d  to  th e  m is u s e  o f  
c lo th e s . E a r l y  s e t t le r s  s a y  th a t  th e  M a o r i 
w o m e n , on  v is it in g  th e  to w n s, w o u ld  p a r a d e  
th e  s t re e ts  m u ffled  u p  to  th e  e y e s  in  fla n n e ls , 
fu rs , r u g s , a n d  w ra p s  o f  e v e r y  d e s c r ip t io n . 
O n  re tu rn in g  h o m e, th e se  w o u ld  b e  c a s t  
a s id e  a n d  r e p la c e d  b y  a  th in  c o tto n  b o d ic e

■  a n d  c h in tz  p e tt ic o a t . M u c h  
t h e  s a m e  o c c u r r e d  w it h  
th e  m e n , a n d  w h e n  it is 
a d d e d  th a t  th e  fa v o u r ite  
p la c e  fo  • lo u n g in g  w a s  d a m p  
g r a s s ,  a n d  th e  m o st  p o p u la r  
b u ild in g  s ite  th e  e d g e  o f  a  
s w a m p ,  o n e  c a n  h a r d l y  

w o n d e r  th a t  s u c h  h a b it s  c a u s e d  a  h e a v y  
d e a th -ra te . A p p a re n t ly , o f  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h e y

h a v e  a c q u ir e d  m o re  s e n s ib le  c u s to m s , fo r  a  
w e ll-k n o w n  a u th o r ity  a s s e r t s  th a t  th e  M a o r is  
a r e  “ o n e  o f  th e  fe w  n a t iv e  ra c e s  w h ich  
p ro m is e  to  a s s im ila te  W e s te rn  c iv iliz a tio n  
w ith  s u c c e s s .”  T h e  M a o r is  a r e  a ls o  fo u n d  
in  th e  C o o k  I s la n d s , a n d  Q u e e n  M a k e a  
T a k a u ,  w h o se  p o r tra it  a p p e a r s  o n  s e v e r a l  o f' 
th e  c u rre n t  s ta m p s , is  a  ty p ic a l  m e m b e r  o f  
th is  fin e  ra c e .

C lo s e ly  a k in  to  th e  M a o r is  a r e  th e  in h a b i
ta n ts  o f  th e  H a w a iia n  o r  S a n d w ic h  Is la n d s . 
T h e y  a r e  a  r e m a r k a b ly  h a n d s o m e  ra c e  o f

b ro w n  P o ly n e s ia n  s to c k , w h o  h a v e  b e e n  
d e c r e a s in g  in  n u m b e rs  to  a n  a la r m in g  
e x te n t  s in c e  th e y  c a m e  in to  c o n ta c t  w ith  
E u r o p e a n  c iv iliz a tio n . M a n y  th e o rie s  to  
a c c o u n t  fo r  th e  a b n o rm a l d e a th -ra te  h a v e  
b e e n  p u t fo rw a rd . N e ith e r  th e  d is e a s e s  n o r

th e  “ f i r e - w a t e r ”  o f  th e  c iv il iz e d  W estern - 
s e r v e  to  a c c o u n t  fo r  it s a t is fa c to r i ly . S o m e- 
w r ite r s  s t a te  th a t  it  is  d u e  to  th e  m is s io n a r ie s  
w h o  h a v e  b e e n  o v e r-z e a lo u s  in  fo rb id d in g  
n a t iv e  c u s to m s . O th e rs  s ta te  th a t  th e  o p 
p r e s s iv e  s y s te m  o f  g o v e rn m e n t , th e  d isc o n 
t in u a n c e  o f  n a t iv e  s p o rts , a n d  c o n s e q u e n t 
c h a n g e  in  th e  h a b it s  o f  th e  p e o p le , h a v e

b e e n  p o w e r fu l fa c to r s  in th e  w o rk  o f  d e p o p u 
la t io n . T h e  n a t iv e s  h a v e  p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  
a d o p te d  E u r o p e a n  c u s to m s  a n d  d r e s s , a n d  
c a n  re a d  a n d  w rite . T h e y  h a v e  a c q u ire d  a  
m e la n c h o ly  in te re s t  in E u r o p e  o w in g  to  th e  
te r r ib le  p r e v a le n c e  a m o n g  th e m  o f  le p ro s y  ;  
b u t th o se  b e s t  fitted  to  g iv e  a n  o p in io n  on  
th e  s u b je c t  a r e  c o n fid e n t  th a t  n e ith e r  d is e a s e  
n o r  d ru n k e n n e s s  o ffe rs  a  s a t is fa c to r y  e x p la n 
a t io n  o f  th e  r a p id  d w in d lin g  a w a y  o f  th is  
s t ro n g , h e a lth y , a n d  h a n d s o m e  ra c e .

{T o bt continued.)
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AP R O P O S  o f  th e  s t ro n g  in d ic tm e n t  
a g a in s t  th e  re c e n t  s c a n d a ls  in  th e  

7 ,  L B r it is h  C o lo n ia l  P o s t  O ffic e s , it is  a t 
la s t  p o s s ib le  to  p re d ic t  th e  g r a n d  fin a le  to  th is  
ju g g l in g  in  p ro v is io n a l a n d  c o m m e m o ra t iv e  
p o s ta g e  s ta m p s — a t  le a s t  a s  f a r  a s  o u r  o w n  
■ colonies a r e  c o n c e rn e d . T h o u g h  th e  re c e n t  
l ig h t  th ro w n  u p o n  th e  m a t te r  b y  Truth  a n d  
th e  p h ila te lic  P r e s s  s e e m e d  to  h a v e  e n d e d  in  
n o th in g , th e  p r iv a te  a tte n tio n  o f  s e v e r a l  in 
f lu e n t ia l m in is te rs  h a s  b e e n  d r a w n  in  r e g a rd  
to  th e  sp e c u la tio n  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  o f f ic ia ls  in 
p o s t a g e  s ta m p s .

C e rta in  e v id e n c e  w a s  la id  b e fo r e  th e  
U n d e r - S e c r e ta r y  fo r  th e  C o lo n ie s , C o lo n e l 
S e e ly ,  o n  4  J u n e ,  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  w h ic h  e m 
b r a c e d  a m o n g  o th e r s  th e  fo llo w in g  :—

. . . .  it is w ithin  the pow er o f  certain  post
m asters to issue provisional an d  com m em orative 
postage stam ps. T h ese stam ps, which are put 
into  use for no other purpose than to  sell to stam p 
collectors at greatly  enhanced prices, are  the 
m eans o f  encouraging speculation  in and the 
tam pering with o f  the P osta l S e rv ice  o f  the 
British Em pire.

Not only in most cases are these stam ps totally  
unnecessary, but they are not plated fo r  public 
sale. T h ey  are either negotiated p rivate ly  b y  the 
postal officials or handed to som e interested non
official for the d isposal to stam p collectors at 
fictitious prices. . . .

A ls o , in a d d it io n  to  th e  a b o v e , n o  le ss  a  
p e r s o n a g e  th a n  th e  P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l ,  
■ the R ig h t  H o n o u ra b le  S y d n e y  B u x to n , w h ilst  
b e in g  in  n o  w a y  d ire c t ly  a b le  to  d e a l w ith  
th e  B r it is h  C o lo n ia l P o s ta l  a u th o r it ie s , is 
h im s e l f  in te re ste d  in  th e  m o d e s  o f  C o lo n ia l 
P o s t  O ffic e  m a n a g e m e n t , a n d  is  s p e c ia lly  
■ d raw in g  th e  a tte n t io n  o f  h is  m in is te r ia l c o l
le a g u e s  in  th e  C o lo n ia l O ffic e  to  th e  m a tte r .

M r . B u x to n , w r it in g  o n  1 1  Ju n e ,  in fo rm s  a  
■ co rresp o n d e n t th a t  h e  e n t ir e ly  a g r e e s  th a t 
th e  t im e  h a s  c o m e  fo r  th e  in s t itu t io n  o f  a n  
in q u ir y , a n d  th e  p u tt in g  o f  a  s to p  to  th is  
-sc a n d a lo u s  S e e b e c k e r y ,  a n d  th e  p re v e n tin g  
o f  G o v e rn m e n t  o f fic ia ls  d a b b l in g  in  s ta m p s  
•o th e r th a n  to  th e  p u b lic  in te re s t .

F r o m  w h a t  C o lo n e l S e e ly  h a s  in fo rm e d  a  
c o rre s p o n d e n t, th e  w h o le  m a t te r  is  to  c o m e  
in  fo r  a n  e a r ly  in v e s t ig a t io n . In  th e  m e a n 
w h ile  w e a w a it  e v e n ts .

The Story of a Provisional
A  v iv id  id e a  a s  to  w h a t  r e a l ly  g o e s  o n  in 

■ m any o f  th o se  “ p h i la t e l ic ”  p o s t  o ffic e s , a n d  
t h e  c a u s e  o f  th e  c o m in g  in to  e x is te n c e  o f  
m a n y  p r o v is io n a ls , 'is  p ic tu re d  b y  th e  fo llo w 
i n g  s to ry . T h e  fa c t s  a r e  ju s t  a s  g iv e n  to  th e

w r ite r  b y  a n  a s s is ta n t -p o s tm a s te r  h o m e  on 
s ic k  le a v e ,  th ro u g h  th e  o v e r t a k in g  o f  d r u g s  
to  w h ic h  h e  h a d  b e c o m e  a d d ic te d , re s u lta n t  
u p o n  a  se r io u s  i l ln e s s . In  th e  c e r ta in  d e 
p e n d e n c y  in w h ic h  h e  w a s  e m p lo y e d , a n y  
o ffic ia l r e m a in in g  lo n g e r  th a n  th r e e  m o n th s  
o n  th e  s ic k  lis t  is  o b lig e d  to  a p p ly  fo r  le a v e  
h o m e . I m e n tio n  th is  in  o r d e r  to  s h o w  th a t 
th e  sto ry ' is  n o t g iv e n  o u t o f  “ s p ite ,”  a s  m a y  
h a v e  b e e n  th e  c a s e  h a d  th e  r e la te r  b e e n  d is 
m is s e d . T h o u g h  g iv e n  c o n d it io n a lly  th a t  n o 
n a m e s  o r  p la c e s  a r e  m e n tio n e d , th e  bona 
fides  a r e  a s s u re d . T h e  p o st  o ffic e  fro m  w h ic h  
th is  g e n t le m a n  c a m e  is  s itu a te d  m a n y  m ile s  
in la n d , a n d  so m e  fo u r  to  f iv e  d a y s ’ jo u r n e y  
fro m  th e  c h ie f  to w n  o n  th e  c o a s t  fro m  w h ic h  
a l l  th e  p o s ta l s u p p lie s  h a v e  to  c o m e . In  
c h a r g e  o f  th is  o f f ic e  a r e , o r  w e re , a  p o s t 
m a s te r  a n d  tw o  a s s is t a n t s ,  th e  fo rm e r  a n d  
th e  in te rv ie w e e  b e in g  E u r o p e a n s ,  w h ils t  th e  
r e m a in in g  a s s is t a n t  w a s  a  n a t iv e . A  g r e a t  
fr ie n d  o f  th e  p o s tm a s te r  in  c h a r g e  w a s  an  
o ffic ia l c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  S u r 
v e y . O n c e  a  fo rtn ig h t  th e  p o s tm a s te r  se n t 
h is  o r d e r s  to  h e a d q u a r te r s  fo r  fre s h  s u p p lie s . 
F o r  s o m e  m o n th s  th e  o r d e r s  fo r , w e  w ill  c a ll 
th e m , t h e  2  c . s t a m p s  h a d  b e e n  v e r y  s m a ll , 
a n d  s e v e r a l  t im e s  th e  s t o c k  h a d  b e e n  n e a r ly  
e x h a u s te d  b e fo re  th e  n e x t  s u p p ly  h a d  a r r iv e d . 
T h e  a s s is t a n t  w e  m e n tio n , w h o m  w e  w ill c a ll
S ------- , h a d  r e p e a te d ly  d r a w n  h is  s u p e r io r ’s
a tte n t io n  to  th e  s m a lln e s s  o f  th e  q u a n t ity , 
b u t n o  n o tic e  w a s  ta k e n , o r  th e  m a tte r  
d ir e c t ly  e v a d e d . S o  th is  w en t on  fo r  so m e  
tim e , u n til o n e  b r ig h t  m o rn in g  th e  e m 
p lo y e e s  a w o k e  to  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  2 c. 
s t a m p s  w e re  e x h a u s te d .

A s  S -------  a f te r w a r d s  c a l le d  to  m in d , th e
s e r v a n t  o f  the p o s tm a s te r ’s  fr ie n d  h a d  p u r
c h a s e d  a n  u n u su a lly  la r g e  q u a n t ity  o f  th a t 
v a lu e  o n  th e  p r e v io u s  d a y .

U p o n  th e  c le a r in g -o u t , th e  p o s tm a ste r  
t e le g r a p h e d  to  h e a d q u a r te r s  fo r  m o re  s u p 
p lie s , b y  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  lin e . K n o w in g  
th a t  s e v e r a l  d a y s  w o u ld  e la p s e  b e fo r e  th e  
fre s h  s ta m p s  w o u ld  a r r iv e , a n d  a ls o  b y  p o in t
in g  o u t th a t  th e  w e e k ly  m a il  w a s  d u e  to  le a v e  
u p o n  th e  n e x t d a y  b u t  o n e , h e  o b ta in e d , a f te r  
tw o  o r  th re e  m e s s a g e s ,  p e rm is s io n  to  is s u e  a  
p r o v is io n a l v a lu e , b y  o v e r p r in t in g  a  h ig h e r-  
v a lu e  s ta m p . A  s m a ll  h a n d -p r in t in g  p re ss  
w a s  b ro u g h t  in to  th e  p o s t  o ffic e , a n d  a  
c e r ta in  n u m b e r  o f  th e  s ta m p s  w e re  s u r 
c h a r g e d . T h e s e  w e r e  r e a d y  o n  th e  a fte rn o o n  
p re v io u s  to  th e  d is p a t c h  o f  th e  w e e k ly  m ail 
to  th e  c o a s t . T h e  p o s tm a s te r  h im s e lf  to o k  
c h a r g e  o f  th e  p r o v is io n a ls , a n d  g a v e  o rd e rs  
th a t  w h e re  p o s s ib le  o th e r  v a lu e  s ta m p s  m u st
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b e  s e rv e d  to  c u s to m e rs , a n d  in  s u c h  c a s e s  
w h e n  th e  2 c. s ta m p s  w e re  r e a l ly  re q u ire d , 
n o t m o re  th a n  a  c e r ta in  q u a n t ity  m u st b e  
s o ld  to  e a c h  p e rso n .

In  th e  ru sh  ju s t  p re v io u s  to  c lo s in g  tim e
S -------m a n a g e d  to  se c u re  a  fe w  p o rt io n s  o f
th e  s h e e ts  ( th e y  h a d  b e en  p r in te d  in  p a r t s  o f  
a  s h e e t  to  ta l ly  w ith  th e  s iz e  o f  th e  p r in tin g  
p re ss ) , p a y in g  th e  n e c e s s a r y  a m o u n t  in to  th e  
c a s h - t ill , o r  r a th e r , a s  it h a p p e n e d  to  b e , a  
b a s in .

O n  th e  m a il d a y  th e  p o s tm a s te r  g a v e  o u t 
th a t  a l l th e  p r o v is io n a ls  w e re  e x h a u s te d , b u t 
a n y  m a tte r  r e q u ir in g  s ta m p s  o f  th a t  v a lu e  
w o u ld  b e  r e c e iv e d  a n d  m a rk e d  p a id . H o w 
e v e r , n o b o d y  a v a i le d  th e m s e lv e s  o f  th is

1 1

o ffe r . A s  a  m a tte r  o f  fa c t , S ------ s a w  th a t
a b o u t h a l f  th e  q u a n t ity  p r in te d  s till re m a in e d
in  th e  p o s tm a s te r ’s  d ra w e r . S ------  a lso
le a rn t  a f te r w a r d s  th a t th e  g e n t le m a n  in  the 
S u r v e y o r ’s  o ffic e  h a d  o ffe re d  s m a ll q u a n tit ie s  
o f  th e  s ta m p s  to  s e v e r a l  p e o p le  o f  h is  
a c q u a in ta n c e .

A s  th is  litt le  h a p p e n in g  to o k  p la c e  in  the 
b e g in n in g  o f  th e  c e n tu ry , a n d  a s  a ls o  h a p 
p ily  th e  c o u n try  in q u e st io n  h a s  b e e n  in 
p h ila te lis t s ’ b a d  b o o k s  fo r  so m e  tim e , little  
c o u ld  b e  g a in e d  b y  d iv u lg in g  n a m e s  o r 
p la c e s . W h o  k n o w s  but w h a t  th is  lit t le  s to ry  
is  s y n o n y m o u s  w ith  the h is to r ie s  o f  m a n y  
o th e r  p r o v is io n a ls  ?

Postal methods and means during 
the American Civil lllar, 1861-5
By W. WARD (a l l  r ig h t s  r e s e r v e d .)

In tro d u c tio n

PR O B A B L Y  a t  n o  p e r io d  is  th e  s e r v ic e  
a n d  c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  th e  P o s t  O ffice  
a p p r e c ia te d  a s  it is d u r in g  th e  a c t iv it ie s  

o f  w a r . N o t  o n ly  th o se  in te re s te d , b u t  a ll 
w h o  a r e  u n fo rtu n a te  e n o u g h  to  c o m e  w ith in  
th e  s p h e re  o f  e ith e r  o f  th e  p a r t ie s  e n g a g e d  
in  fig h t , a r e  o b lig e d  to  p u t u p  w ith  th e  c o n d i
t io n s  e n s u in g  w h e th e r  th e y  b e  p e a c e fu l o r  
h o s t ile  fo lk . T h e  m e th o d s  o f  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  
m a ils  d u r in g  th e  s ie g e s  o f  P a r i s ,  K h a r to u m , 
P o r t  A r th u r , L a d y s m it h , M a fe k in g , a n d  
m a n y  o th e rs , w h e re  th e  b e s ie g e d  w e re  c o n 
fin e d  in  a  re s t r ic te d  a r e a , a r e ,  in  c o m p a r is o n  
w ith  th o s e  s t ir r in g  d a y s  o f  1 8 6 1 - 5 ,  b u t in 
s ig n if ic a n t . N e it h e r  th e  F e d e r a ls  n o r  th e  
C o n fe d e r a te s  w e r e  p e n n e d  to  a  s m a ll a r e a , 
o th e r  th a n , o f  c o u rs e , in  a n  is o la te d  in s ta n c e , 
b u t t h e ir  a c t iv it ie s  s p r e a d  fro m  V ir g in ia  to  
T e x a s ,  a n d  A r k a n s a s  to  F l o r id a — ro u g h ly  a  
q u a r te r  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  U n it e d  S t a t e s  a n d  
a n  a r e a  a p p r o a c h in g  n e a r ly  o n e  m illio n  
s q u a r e  m ile s . U n d e r  su c h  c o n d it io n s , th e  
r e c o r d in g  a n d  c o lle c t io n  o f  in c id e n ts  p re 
s e n ts  n o  s m a ll  h is to ry .

E v e n  s o  sh o rt  a  s p a c e  a s  fo r t y  y e a r s  h a s  
s e r v e d  to  e r a s e  th a t  s to r y  o f  N o rth  v e r s u s  
S o u th . T h e  p a s t  i s  r e a d i ly  c o n s ig n e d  to  
fo rg e t fu ln e s s , in  th e  r e a l it y  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  
a n d  th e  id e a l i ty  o f  th e  fu tu re . S o m e  m a y  
th in k  th a t  s u c h  a  h is t o r y  w o u ld  a p p e a l o n ly  
to  c it iz e n s  o f  th e  U n it e d  S t a te s .  T h e  L a n d  
o f  th e  D o lla r ,  fo r t y ,  th ir ty , o r  e v e n  tw e n ty  
y e a r s  a g o , p r e s e n te d  a  d iffe re n t  a p p e a ra n c e  
fro m  th a t  o f  to -d a y . S t a t is t ic ia n s  te ll  u s  th a t  
in  i8 6 0  55  p e r  c e n t , o f  th e  w h ite  r a c e s  in  th e  
S t a te s  w e r e  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  E n g l is h  p a r e n t 
a g e ,  a n d  4 2  p e r  c e n t , w e re  E n g l is h ,  S c o tc h , 
I r i s h ,  o r  W e ls h  b o rn . N a t u r a l ly ,  th e re fo re , 
th e  r e la t io n s h ip  s h o u ld  m a k e  u s  in te re s te d  in

th o se  d a y s ,  a n d  th e  h a p p e n in g s  o f  th e  c iv il 
l ife  o f  m en  w h o  w e re  b o rn  o f  o r  d e s c e n d e d  
fro m  o u r  n a t io n . T o - d a y  7 0  p e r  c e n t, o f  the 
w h ite  p e o p le s  a r e  o f  B r it is h  d e s c e n t, 1 0  p e r  
c en t. B r i t i s h  b o rn , th e  r e m a in d e r  m a d e  u p  o f  
S c a n d in a v ia n s , T e u to n s , I ta l ia n s , R u s s ia n s , 
G a u ls ,  a n d  fro m  e v e r y  o th e r  E u r o p e a n  S t a te  
r e s p e c t iv e ly . O n  th a t  97 p e r  cen t, p re d o m i
n a tio n  I t a k e  m y  e x c u s e  fo r  p re s e n t in g  the 
p o s ta l m e th o d s  a n d  m e a n s  d u r in g  th e  A m e r i
c a n  C iv i l  W a r . A s  s u c h  a  t a s k  h a s  o b lig e d  
m e  to  s e e k  th e  a id  o f  o th e r s , I t a k e  the 
o p p o r tu n ity  o f  m e n tio n in g  m y  in d e b te d n e ss  
to  th o s e  g e n t le m e n  w h o  h a v e  h e lp e d  m e. 
F o r  m u c h  o f  th e  C o n fe d e r a c y  r e c o rd s , m y  
fr ie n d  M r . N a th a n  H e y  w o o d  h a s  k in d ly  
le n t  m e  h is  c o p ie s  o f  th e  P o s ta l D e c r e e s . 
M a n y  o f  th e  in c id e n ts  o f  th e  f ig h ts  a n d  
e s c a p a d e s  o f  th e  p o s tb o y s  w e re  to ld  m e 
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o  b y  an  o ld  fr ie n d , M r. 
H e n r y  S y k e s ,  w h o  fo u g h t  th ro u g h o u t th e  
w a r — b u t n o w , u n h a p p ily , d e c e a s e d . M u ch  
o th e r  in fo rm a tio n  I h a v e  d e r iv e d  fro m  
n a t io n a l a n d  S o u th e rn  n e w s p a p e rs  is s u e d  
d u r in g  h o st ilit ie s , fro m  F e d e r a l  r e c o rd s , a n d  
b o o k s  w r itte n  b y  p a r t ic ip a n ts . N e e d le s s  to  
s a y ,  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  w ritte n  o n  th e  A m e r ic a n  
C iv i l  W a r  th a t  w o u ld  n o t c o m e  u n d e r  m y  
t it le , n o r  p r o v e  o f  a n y  in te re s t , fro m  a  p h ila 
te lic  p o in t o f  v ie w  ; su c h  h a s , th e re fo re , b e en  
s t r ic t ly  ig n o re d .

Origin of the W ar
T h e  S o u th e rn  la n d o w n e rs  h a d  d e p e n d e d  

s o le ly  u p o n  s la v e s  fo r  th e  s u c c e ss fu l w o rk in g  
o f  th e ir  e s ta te s . T h i s  m o d e  o f  la b o u r  h a d  
lo n g  b e e n  c r it ic iz e d  b y  th e  d e m o c ra t ic  
N o rth . G r e a t  B r ita in  h a d  se t  th e  b a ll 
r o llin g  a g a in s t  s la v e r y  so  e a r ly  a s  180 6 . 
F o u r te e n  y e a r s  la te r  ( 18 2 0 )  S p a in  a n d  P o r tu 
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g a l w e r e  p re v a i le d  u p o n , b u t n o t un til 
a n o th e r  c o u p le  o f  s c o re  o f  y e a r s  h a d  p a s se d  
d id  th e  A m e r ic a n  G o v e rn m e n t  ta k e  a n y  
d e fin ite  s te p . T r u e , a  re lig io u s  a s s o c ia t io n  
h a d  in  1 8 1 5  e s ta b lis h e d  a  s o -c a lle d  c o lo n y  
w h e re  th e  s la v e s  c o u ld  re t ire  fro m  b o n d a g e  
— L ib e r ia ,  b y  th e  A m e r ic a n  C o lo n iz a tio n  
S o c ie t y — b u t th is  w a s  o n ly  s e m i-o f fic ia l, an d  
b y  n o  m e a n s  a b o lis h e d  s la v e ry .

T h o u g h  th e  S o u th e rn  S t a te s  fo rm e d  into  
th e  C o n fe d e r a te  U n io n  in  1 8 6 1 ,  th e  p o in t o f  
d isp u te  w a s  d e a lt  w ith  b y  th e  N a t io n a l 
C o n g re s s  b y  c o e rc io n . U n t i l  3  M a rc h , 
18 6 1 ,  J a m e s  B u c h a n a n  w a s  th e  F e d e r a l  
P re s id e n t , A b r a h a m  L in c o ln  b e in g  e le c te d  
on 4  M a r c h , 1 8 6 1 .

F r o m  18 6 1  to  3 1  D e c e m b e r , 18 6 2 , w e  find 
th e  U n it e d  S t a te s  p u rsu in g  a  c o e rc iv e  p o lic y  
a g a in s t  th e  C o n fe d e r a c y , b u t in  th e  la tte r  
y e a r  m a t te r s  c a m e  to  a  h e a d . O n  22  N o v e m 
b e r  th a t  w o n d e r fu l a n d  n e v e r-to -b e -fo rg o tte n  
m an , A b r a h a m  L in c o ln , th e  g r e a te s t  a n d  
m o st r e s p e c te d  P re s id e n t  th e  , A m e r ic a n  
p e o p le  e v e r  h a d , o r  a r e  l ik e ly  to  h a v e ,  W a s h 
in g to n  n o t  e x c e p te d , iss u e d  th e  firs t  im p o rta n t 
u ltim a tu m  fo r  th e  e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  s la v e s  to  
co m e in  fo rc e  o n  1 J a n u a r y ,  18 6 3 .  A m o n g  
th e  m o re  im p o rta n t  c o n d it io n s  w e re  : “  a n d  
a n y  p e r s o n s  o r  S t a te s  n ot g iv in g  th o se  
‘  p e r so n s  ’ o f  A fr ic a n  d e sc e n t  th e ir  tru e , ju s t  
a n d  p r o p e r  fre e d o m , s h a l l  th e n  b e  in  re b e l
lion  a g a in s t  th e  U n it e d  S t a te s .”  I m en tio n  
th is s p e c ia l ly ,  b e c a u s e  in  a fte r  y e a r s  th is  A c t  
o f  C o n g r e s s  w a s  a l te r e d  fro m  “ p e rs o n s  o f  
A fr ic a n  d e s c e n t  ”  to  “  a l l  p e r s o n s ,”  it  b e in g  
fo u n d  t h a t  th e  A c t  d id  n o t p r o v id e  a g a in s t  th e  
b o n d a g e  o f  e ith e r  w h ite s , a b o r ig in a ls ,  o r  a n y  
p a r t ic u la r  c o lo u r , a s  lo n g  a s  t h e y  w e r e  not o f  
“ A fr ic a n  d e s c e n t "  o r  h a d  A fr ic a n  a n c e s to r s .

O n  1 J a n u a r y  c e r ta in  S t a te s ,  o r  p o rt io n s  o f  
S t a te s ,  n o t  h a v in g  a g r e e d  to  th e  la w , th e  
F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  d e c la r e d  w a r — a s  th e  
fa m o u s  p r o c la m a t io n  s a id , “ b y  r ig h t  a n d  
o b e y a n c e  o f  G o d .”  T h e  S t a te s  a n d  p o rt io n s  
o f  S t a t e s  r e m a in in g  o n  th e  o f fe n s iv e  w e re  : 
A r k a n s a s ,  T e x a s ,  L o u is ia n a  (except th e  
p a r is h e s  o f  S t .  B e r n a r d , P la q u e m in e , J e f f e r 
so n , S t .  J o h n ,  S l  C h a r le s , S t .  J a m e s ,  A s c e n 
s io n , A s s u m p t io n , T e r r e b o n n e , L a Jfo u rch e, 
S t . M a r y ,  S t .  M a r t in , a n d  O r le a n s , in c lu d in g  
th e  c i t y  o f  N e w  O rle a n s )  ; M is s is s ip p i , 
A la b a m a , F lo r id a ,  G e o r g ia ,  S o u th  C a r o l in a , 
N o rth  C a r o l in a , a n d  V ir g in ia  (e x c e p t  th e  
fo r ty -e ig h t  c o u n t ie s  d e s ig n a te d  W e s t  V i r 
g in ia , a n d  a l s o  th e  c o u n tie s  o f  B e r k e ly ,  
A c c o m a c , N o rth a m p to n , E l iz a b e t h  C it y ,  
Y o r k ,  P r in c e s s  A n n e , a n d  N o r fo lk ) .

I n  o r d e r  to  fo rm  s o m e  p ro te c t io n  a g a in s t  th e  
re s u lt  o f  t h e ir  n o n -c o m p lia n c e  w ith  th e  la w , 
a  m e e t in g  o f  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  m a n y  o f  th e  
S o u th e rn  S t a te s  w a s  h e ld  to  c o n s id e r  th e ir  
p la n s  fo r  th e  fu tu re . T h i s  e n d e d  b y  fo rm in g  
a  C o n fe d e r a t e  U n io n , a n d  a t  M o n tg o m e ry , 
A la b a m a , t h e  S t a te s  o f  S o u th  C a ro lin a , 
F lo r id a ,  G e o r g ia ,  A la b a m a , L o u is ia n a ,  M is 

s is s ip p i, a n d  T e x a s ,  a s s o c ia te d  th e m s e lv e s  o n  
19  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 6 1 .  T h e  fo llo w in g  m o n th —  
A p r i l— th e y  w e re  jo in e d  b y  A r k a n s a s ,  N o rth  
C a ro lin a , T e n n e s s e e , a n d  V ir g in ia . I t  w ill 
b e  n o tic e d  th a t T e n n e s s e e  w a s  n ot m e n tio n e d  
in  L in c o ln ’s  d e c r e e  o f  1 J a n u a r y ,  18 6 3 . 
W h e th e r  th is  w a s  a  s lip  o r  w h e th e r  th e  
T e n n e s s e e  S t a te  c h a n g e d  its  m in d  I d o  n ot 
k n o w , b u t th e  S t a te  w a s  n o t m e n tio n e d  in 
th e  d e c la ra t io n .

C o n fe d e ra te  P o s t a l  A f fa ir s  in  18 6 1

O n  6 M a r c h , 1 8 6 1 ,  J o h n  H . R e a g a n  w a s  
a p p o in te d  P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l ,  a n d  th e  o rd e r  
w a s  g iv e n  th a t a f t e r  3 1  M a y  p o s ta g e  s ta m p s , 
d ra fts , e tc ., o th e r  th a n  th o se  is s u e d  b y  th e  
C o n fe d e ra te  G o v e rn m e n t  w o u ld  n o t b e  a c 
c e p te d  a s  p a y m e n t  o f  p o s ta g e , e tc . A l l  
s to c k s  o f  th e  F e d e r a l  s ta m p s  in  th e  p o st 
o ffic e s  o f  th e  a f fe c te d  S t a te s  th e re fo re  b e 
c a m e  u s e le s s  fo r  p o s ta g e  w ith in  th e  C o n 
fe d e ra c y . A s  a  re s u lt  o f  th is  c o m m a n d , 
h u g e  q u a n t it ie s  o f  th e s e  s ta m p s  w e r e  “ im 
p o r t e d ”  in to  th e  N o rth e rn  S t a te s ,  su c h  th a t 
th e  N a t io n a l G o v e r n m e n t  w e r e  o b lig e d  to  
p r e p a r e  a  n e w  is s u e , w h ic h  c a m e  o u t in  
A u g u s t , 1 8 6 1 ,  a n d  d e m o n e tiz e  th e  e x is t in g  
o n e . N a t u r a l ly  th e  C o n fe d e r a te s  w e r e  n o w  
o b lig e d  to  s e t  a b o u t  a n d  p r e p a r e  fo r  th e m 
s e lv e s  s ta m p s  to  m e e t  th e  r e q u ire m e n ts  
v a c a te d  b y  t h e  ta b o o e d  F e d e r a l  se t . A d 
v e r t is e m e n ts  w e r e  in s e r te d  in  th e  n e w s p a p e r s  
in  th e  c it ie s  o f  th e  S o u th e r n  S t a t e s  in v it in g  
p r o p o s a ls  fo r  th e  s u p p ly in g  o f  s t a m p s  a n d  
s ta m p e d  e n v e lo p e s . I n  r e p ly  m a n y  o f fe r s  to  
p ro v id e  li t h o g r a p h e d  s t a m p s  w e re  r e c e iv e d , 
b u t th e  d e p a r tm e n t  w a s  re lu c ta n t  to  a c c e p t  
a n y  b u t s t e e l-e n g r a v e d  im p r e s s io n s , o n  a c 
c o u n t o f  th e  d if f ic u lty  th a t  w o u ld  a r i s e  in  
d e te c t in g  c o u n te r fe it s . In  J u l y  a  c o n fid e n 
t ia l a g e n t  w a s  e m p lo y e d  to  p r o c u r e  th e  
m a k in g  o f  s te e l  d ie s . A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e re  
m a d e ; b u t n o  s o o n e r  h a d  th e  w o rk  b e g u n  th a n  
d iff ic u lt ie s  o f  s o m e  s o r t  o r  a n o th e r  a r o s e ,  a n d  
th e  c o n tra c t  w a s  a b a n d o n e d . O v e r  a  m o n th  
h a d  n o w  p a s s e d , a n d  m e a n s  o f  p r e p a y in g  
p o s ta g e  w e re  u r g e n t ly  re q u ire d . A s  a  te m 
p o r a r y  e x p e d ie n t  th e  p o s ta l a u th o r it ie s  h a d  
a  c o u p le  o f  v a lu e s  l i th o g r a p h e d  a t  R ic h m o n d  
o f  5 a n d  to  c e n ts . V a r io u s  t r ia ls  o f  c o lo u rs  
w e re  m a d e , b u t  g r e e n  fo r  th e  lo w e r  a n d  b lu e  
fo r  th e  h ig h e r  v a lu e  w e r e  d e c id e d  u p o n . 
T h e  s ta m p s  i llu s t r a te d  th e  p o r t r a it s  o f  th e  
n e w  P re s id e n t , D a v is ,  a n d  J e f fe r s o n  o f  e a r 
lie r  “  S o u th e rn  ’’ fa m e . P re v io u s  to  th e  is s u e  
o f  th is  p r o v is io n a l p a ir ,  a n d  a fte r  th e  n o n 
re c o g n it io n  o f  th e  N o rth e rn  s ta m p s , a l l  
le t te r s  h a d  to  b e  p r e p a id , a n d  w e r e  s im p ly  
in it ia le d  b y  th e  p o s tm a s te r  o r  h is  a s s is ta n t . 
A s  th e re  w a s  n o t a  s in g le  p e r fo ra t in g  
m a c h in e  in  R ic h m o n d  th e  s t a m p s  w e r e  
o b lig e d  to  b e  is s u e d  im p e r fo ra te . N e it h e r ,  
in  m o st p la c e s ,  c o u ld  a  c a n c e l l in g  s ta m p  b e  
fo u n d , m o st  le t te r s  b e in g  c a n c e l le d  b y  a  
c o u p le  o f  s t ro k e s  o f  a  p e n .

( To be continued )
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Spain and its Revolutions
By J. CORNER-SPOKES

NO W , in  c o m m e n c in g  th is , th e  re a d e r  
m u st n o t th in k  h e  is  g o in g  to  b e  
t re a te d  to  a n  e n tire  h is to ry  o f  a l l th e 

re v o lu t io n s  o f  th e  S p a n is h  p e o p le , fo r  th a t  
w o u ld  in d e e d  b e  a  h a rd  ta s k  a n d  n o t in th e  
le a s t  p h ila te lic  ; in s te a d  o f  th is  it is  n o  m o re  
th a n  a  b r ie f  re v ie w  o f  th e  p o s ta l i s s u e s  a n d  
h o w  th e y  w e re  a f fe c te d  b y  th e  re v o lu tio n s .

I t  w a s  in  18 5 0  th a t s ta m p s  w e re  first 
is s u e d  in  S p a in , d u r in g  th e  re ig n  o f  Q ueen  
I s a b e lla  I I ,  s h e  b e in g  th e  d a u g h te r  o f  
F e r d in a n d  V I  I ,  a n d  th en  th ir ty  y e a r s  o f  a g e . 
S h e  re m a in e d  q u e e n  u n til 186 8 , w h e n  sh e  
w a s  b a n is h e d  fro m  th e  c o u n try  a n d  a  re p u b lic  
w a s  d e c la re d . S h e  h a d  re ig n e d  p e a c e fu lly  
fo r  n e a r ly  fo rty  y e a r s  w ith o u t a n y  re v o lu tio n , 
s o  th a t, w h e n  it a c t u a lly  c a m e , th e  sw in g  
o f  th e  p e n d u lu m  ”  w a s  p ro p o rt io n a te ly  g r e a t ; 
th e  r e p u b lic a n s  w e re , in  fa c t , s o  ra m p a n t 
th a t  th e y  im m e d ia te ly  a d d e d  in su lt  to  in 
ju r y  b y  o b lite ra t in g  the d e th ro n e d  q u e e n ’s 
fe a tu re s  fro m  th e  s ta m p s  b y  a n  o v e rp r in t  o f  
h a b il it a d o  POR LA n a c io n  in  a  g r e a t  
n u m b e r  o f  d iffe re n t  ty p e s , fo llo w e d  b y  an  
is s u e  o f  a  n ew  d e s ig n  b e a r in g  th e  h e a d  o f  
L ib e r ty . It  is p e rh a p s  w e ll to  n o te  th a t  the 
s u rc h a r g e s  h a v e , lik e  m o st  is s u e s  o f  S p a in , 
b e en  v e r y  e x te n s iv e ly  fo rg e d , a n d  o n  a c c o u n t 
o f  th e  n u m b e r  o f  v a r ie t ie s  o f  th e  g e n u in e , 
d e te c t io n  is  n o  e a s y  m a tte r .

A f t e r  th re e  y e a r s ,  h o w e v e r , o f  th is  r e 
p u b lic  it w a s  d e c id e d  to  re s to re  a  m o n a r c h i
c a l  g o v e rn m e n t . T h e r e  w e re  fo u r  c a n d id a te s  
fro m  w h o m  th e  k in g  w a s  to  b e  c h o se n , a n d  
a s  th e re  w a s  s o m e  im p o rta n t  p o in t in  fa v o u r  
o f  e a c h , it  w a s  n o  e a s y  t a s k  w h ic h  fe ll  to  th e  
lo t o f  th o s e  w ith  w h o m  th e  e le c t io n  re ste d . 
T h e  c a n d id a te s  c o n s is te d  o f  a  B o u r b o n , a  
G e r m a n , a  P o r tu g u e s e , a n d  P r in c e  A m a d e u s  
o f  S a r d in ia ,  th e  la s t-n a m e d  b e in g  fin a lly  
e le c te d .

K in g  A m a d e u s ’s  p o r tra it  is  sh o w n  o n  a  n e w  
is s u e  o f  s ta m p s  w h ic h  a p p e a re d  in  18 7 2 , 
b u t  a f te r  a  sh o r t  r e ig n  o f  a b o u t tw o  y e a r s ,  he 
a b d ic a te d , th is  a c t io n  b e in g  fo llo w e d  b y  a n 
o th e r  re p u b lic . T h i s  n e w  g o v e r n m e n t  o n ly  
la s te d  tw o  y e a r s , a n d  is s u e d  tw o  s e ts  o f  
s ta m p s , th e  fir s t  b e a r in g  a  f ig u re  o f  L ib e r ty , 
fu ll- le n g th  th is  t im e , s e a te d  a b o v e  th e  A rm s  
o f  S p a in , w h ile  th e  s e c o n d  s e t  h a s  fo r  its  
d e s ig n  a  fig u re  e m b le m a t ic a l o f  Ju s t ic e ,  l ik e 
w is e  s e a te d , a n d  h o ld in g  a  b a la n c e  in  h er 
r ig h t  h a n d . T h e r e ' w a s  a ls o  o n 6  o d d  v a lu e , 
j o  c ., p r in te d  in  b r e w n , o f  a n o th e r  typ e , 
h a v in g  a s  i t s  d e s ig n  th e  A r m s  o f  S p a in .

T h is  re p u b lic , h o w e v e r , l ik e  th e  tw o  
p re v io u s  o n e s , d id  n o t la s t  lo n g , a n d  in  18 7 5  
th e  e ld e s t  s o n  o f  Q u e e n  I s a b e l la  I I  b e c a m e  
k in g  a s  A lfo n s o  X I I .  H e  w a s , l ik e  h is

p re d e c e s s o rs , d o o m e d  to  w a rs  a n d  re b e ll io n s , 
fo r , d u r in g  th e  v e r y  y e a r  o f  h is  a c c e ss io n , 
D o n  C a r lo s , n e p h e w  o f  F e r d in a n d  V I I ,  
c la im e d  th e  th ro n e , fo llo w in g  u p  w ith  an  
o rg a n iz e d  a t ta c k  o n  s e v e r a l  o f  th e  p r in c ip a l 
to w n s  o f  S p a in . T h is  in su rre c t io n  is  w ell 
m a rk e d  in  th e  m a t te r  o f  p o s ta l is s u e s , fo r 
o n e  o f  th e  first a c t s  o f  th e  C a r lis t s  o n  ta k in g  
a  to w n  se e m s  to  h a v e  b e e n  to  is s u e  a t  le a s t  
o n e  s ta m p  b e a r in g  th e  h e a d  o f  th e ir  le a d e r , 
a n d  th e se  s ta m p s , th o u g h  in  a  s e n s e  o n ly  
lo c a ls , a r e  a m o n g  th e  m o st h is to r ic a l w h ich  
m a y  b e  fo u n d , a n d  fa r  m o re  w o r th y  o f  a  
p la c e  in o u r  a lb u m s  th a n  m a n y  a  G o v e r n 
m en t issu e . [ A  g o o d  a c c o u n t  o f  th e s e  a p 
p e a re d  in G .S .IV ., N o . 16 8 .— E d . G .S .lV .j 

T h e  fo llo w e rs  o f  D o n  C a r lo s  n e v e r  g a in e d  
m u ch  h o ld , a n d  th e  is s u e s  from  18 7 6  to  th e  
p re se n t  d a y  a r e  o f  v e r y  litt le  h is to r ic a l in 
te re s t , e v e r y  o n e  b e a r in g , e x c e p t  a  D o n  
Q u ix o te  c o m m e m o ra tio n  is s u e  o f  19 0 5 , the 
p o r tra its  o f  th e  la te  k in g  a n d  h is  s o n  A l 
fo n s o  X I I I ,  w h o se  m a r r ia g e  to  P r in c e s s  E n a  
o f  B a t te n b e r g , o n e  o f  o u r  o w n  B r it is h  R o y a l 
F a m ily ,  is  s t ill fr e s h  in  th e  m in d s  o f  m o st 
E n g lis h m e n . Long may they reign J

E X A M IN A T IO N  O F  S T A M P S
Owing to the great number of forgeries being 

offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert 
examination of surcharges, cancellations, perfora
tions, added margins and corners, and the scores 
of other tricks that are resorted to by the faking 
fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, 
whose time is valuable, we have found it necessary 
to increase our charges, which in future will be as 
follows:—
One Shilling per Stamp, 
postage and registration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge is 
necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or 
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required 
to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information. The 
following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion

B = Bogus, i.e. never existed; F= Forged ; 
G = Genuine; G F = Stamp Genuine, surcharge 
Forged; R c Reprint; W=Watermark.

Stan ley  Glbbooa, Ltd .,
M i Strand, London, W .C .
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Foreign Dotes
By FRANK PHILLIPS
A u s tr ia n  “ E r r o r ”

A C C O R D I N G  to  s e v e r a l  c o n t in e n ta l jo u r -  
/ A  n a ls  th e  3 5  h e lle r  o f  th e  c u r re n t  is s u e  

x  x  o f  A u s t r ia ,  c o m m e m o ra t iv e  o f  th e  
s ix t ie th  y e a r  o f  th e  re ig n  o f  th e  E m p e r o r  
F r a n z  J o s e f ,  h a s  b e e n  fo u n d  w ith  a  v a r ie ty  
in  th e  le t te r in g  c lo se  to  th e  h e a d . T h e  w o rd  
FR A N Z 1SC U S r e a d s  E R A N ZISC U S, s o m e th in g  
h a v in g  re s te d  o n  th e p la te  in  p r in t in g , a n d  so  
c a u s e d  th e  a d d it io n  o f  a n  e x t ra  s t ro k e  to  th e

le t te r  “  f . ”  V a r io u s  V ie n n e s e  n e w s p a p e r s  r e 
p o rte d  th is  v a r ie ty , a n d  in  c o n s e q u e n c e  h a l f  
th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  A u s t r ia n  c a p ita l  
s e e m e d  to  b e  h u n t in g  fo r  i t ; in  fa c t , th e  
p r ic e  ro s e  a s  h ig h  a s  1 0  k ro n e n  (8  s h il l in g s  
in  o u r  m o n e y ) !  T h a t  p r ic e  w ill u n d o u b te d ly  
so o n  c o m e  d o w n  w ith  a  ru n — w itn e ss  th e 
G e r m a n  e r r o r ,  dfutsches Reich—w h ic h  is 
p r ic e d  n o w  a t  e ig h te e n p e n c e , a n d  is  o f  p re t ty  
m u c h  th e  s a m e  c la s s .

Austrian Offices in Crete and in the Levant
Not s a t is f ie d  w ith  h a v in g  c r e a te d  a  w o n d e r 
fu l s e t  o f  s t a m p s  fo r  t h e  E m p e r o r ’s  Ju b ile e , 
th e  a u th o r it ie s  a t  V ie n n a  a r e  n o w  a b o u t  to  
is s u e  a  s o m e w h a t  s im i la r  s e t ,  o r  s e ts , fo r  
u s e  in  C r e t e  a n d  in  th e  L e v a n t !  A c c o r d in g  
to  th e  B erlin er B riefm arken-Zeitung  tw o  
s e t s  a r e  in  c o u r s e  o f  p r e p a r a t io n , a n d  it is 
s a id  th e re  w ill b e  b u t  tw o  d e s ig n s . O n e, 
s im i la r  to  th e  A u s t r ia n  5 h e lle r , w ill b e  u sed  
fo r  th e  3 , 10 ,  2 0  p a r a s , 1 a n d  2  p ia s tr e s  ; a n d  
a  s e c o n d , s im ila r  to  th e  6 0  h e lle r , fo r  th e  
5 , 10 ,  a n d  2 0  p ia s tr e s . A  n o ta b le  d iffe re n c e  
b e tw e e n  th e s e  s ta m p s  a n d  t h o s e  o f  fo rm e r  
is s u e s  w ill  b e  th a t  th e  v a lu e s , in  T u r k is h  o r  
F r e n c h  c u r r e n c y  a s  th e  c a s e  m a y  b e , a r e  n o t 
to  b e  o v e rp r in te d , b u t  w ill b e  p r o p e r ly  e n 
g r a v e d  in  th e  p la te s . T h e  c o lo u r s  a r e  to  
c o n fo rm  to  th e  re g u la t io n s  o f  th e  P o s ta l 
U n io n , a n d , a s  th e  s ta m p s  a r e  e x a c t ly  th e  
s a m e  s iz e  a s  th e  A u s t r ia n  J u b i le e  is s u e , th e  
p e r fo r a t in g  w ill b e  d o n e  o n  t h e  s a m e  m a 
c h in e s . B y  th e  w a y , fo r  th e  la t t e r  s ta m p s  a  
h a r ro w  m a c h in e , p e r fo r a t in g  a  w h o le  sh e e t  
in  o n e  o p e ra t io n , is  u s e d  fo r  th e  lo w  v a lu e s , 
w h ic h  a r e  s u rfa c e -p r in te d . A  s in g le - lin e

m a c h in e  h a s  to  b e  u s e d  fo r  th e  l in e -e n g r a v e d  
v a lu e s , a s  th e  p a p e r  h a s  to  b e  d a m p e d  in  
p r in t in g , a n d  o n  d r y in g  d o e s  n o t s h r in k  u n i
fo rm ly .

T o  b e  ta k e n  “ c u m  g r a n o  s a l t s ”

A  certain  collector living in the land of the 
almighty dollar will most certainly be a 
rich man before he dies, at least the tale 
seems to point that way.

H e  w is h e d  to  fo rw a rd  a n  u n u se d  s ta m p  
to  a  c o lle c to r  fr ie n d  in P a r is ,  a n d  a f te r  a  
m e n ta l s t r u g g le  p ro c e e d e d  a s  fo llo w s  :—

F irst. H e  p ro c u re d  a n  o r d in a r y  p o st  
c a r d  a n d  s t ru c k  o u t th e  w o rd  only o f  th e  
in s c r ip t io n  The address only to be w ritten  
on this side. H e  th e n  p ro c e e d e d  to  w r ite  
a l l  h e  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  g e t  o n  b o th  s id e s  o f  
th e  c a r d .

Secondly. H e  c u t th e  p r in te d  s ta m p  o f f  an  
o f f ic ia l p o s t  c a r d ,  le a v in g  w id e  m a r g in s ,

I a n d  s tu c k  th e  s a m e  o n  to  h is  c a r d ,  h a v in g  
I p r e v io u s ly  p la c e d  h is  o w n  u n u se d  s ta m p  

u n d e r  th e  r e c t a n g le  o f  c a r d b o a r d .
T h e  re s u lt  o f  h is  e ffo r ts  w a s  a  s a v in g  

a m o u n t in g  to  t h e  g r a n d  su m  o f  th re e  h a lf 
p e n c e  ! 1  r e a l ly  w o n d e r  th a t  p a r a n o ia  d id
n o t s u p e rv e n e .— L a  C ircutaire Philatelique.

French Colonial Issues
A c c o r d in g  to  L ’Annonce Tim brologique, 
A n jo u a n , G r a n d  C o m o re , M o h d li, a n d  
M a y o t te  h a v e  a l l  b e e n  d e c la r e d  p a r t  o f  th e  
d e p e n d e n c y  o f  M a d a g a s c a r .  T h e  s t a m p s  
o f  th e  firs t  th r e e  c o lo n ie s  a r e  to  b e  s u p 
p r e s s e d  fo rth w ith , b u t M a y o t te  w ill  c o n t in u e  
to  is s u e  p o s ta g e  s ta m p s , a n d  to  m a n a g e  i t s  
o w n  fin a n c e s .

More Guatemala Provisionals
T h r e e  n e w  p r o v is io n a ls  a r e  to  b e  is s u e d  in  
G u a te m a la  im m e d ia te ly , in  fa c t ,  m o st  p r o b 

a b ly  th e y  a r e  a l r e a d y  
is s u e d  b e fo re  t h e s e  
n o t e s  a p p e a r .  I t  
s e e m s  th a t  th e  1 ,  2 , 
a n d  3  c e n t a v o s  v a lu e s  
o f  th e  p r e s e n t  is s u e  a r e  
e n t ire ly  e x h a u s te d , a s  
th e re  h a s  b e e n  a  m u c h  

g r e a t e r  s a le  fo r  th e s e  p a r t ic u la r  v a lu e s  th a n  
w a s  a n t ic ip a te d . T h e  C h ie f  o f  th e  P o s t a l  
D e p a r tm e n t  h a s  ju s t  o b ta in e d  th e  c o n s e n t  o f  
th e  P r im e  M in is te r  a n d  o f  th e  D ir e c to r  o f  
th e  T r e a s u r y  to  a llo w  th e  fo llo w in g  q u a n t it ie s  
o f  th e  c u rre n t  is s u e  to  b e  o v e r p r in te d  :—

300.000 10  c. to be surcharged I c.
400.000 12 J  c. „  2 c.
500.000 20 a  , ,  6 c.
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O n e  c a n n o t o b je c t  to  th is  issu e , a s  it is 
e v id e n t  th a t  s ta m p s  h a d  to  b e  p ro v id e d  
s o m e h o w , a s  th e  d e m a n d  h a d  to b e  s u p p lie d .

A t  th e  s a m e  t im e  th e  e x p e n d itu re  o f  £16 0  
w a s  a u th o r iz e d  fo r  th e  p u rc h a s e  o f  o n e  
m illio n  o f  th e  1 ,  2 , a n d  6  c ., e x a c t ly  s im ila r  
to  th o se  n o w  in  u se . T h e  o rd e r  h a s  b e en  
p la c e d  in  L o n d o n  a t  3 s . p e r  th o u sa n d , in c lu 
s iv e  o f  p a p e r , p r in t in g , fr e ig h t , a n d  in su ra n c e .

B erlin er Briefm arken Zeitung.

L u x e m b u r g  18 9 1  96 I s s u e  

T h e  o ffic ia l g a z e tte  o f  th e  G r a n d  D u c h y  o f  
L u x e m b u r g  p u b lish e s  th e  fo llo w in g  n o tic e  : —  

O n, and after, the 1 Ja n u a ry , 
1909, the postage stam ps bearing 
a  portrait o f  H .R .H . the G ran d  
D uke A dolfa w ill no longer be 
allow ed to pay postage.

I il lu s tra te  a  s ta m p  in 
q u e stio n  h e re  ; it is  th e  ty p e  
o f  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  1 8 9 1 - 9 6  

is s u e , w h ic h  is  th u s  d e c la re d  d em o n e tiz e d  at 
th e  e n d  o f  th is  y e a r .

' 5 .

I w o n d e r  w h a t  w ill b e c o m e  o f  th e  s to c k  o f  
re m a in d e rs , w h ic h  is  b e lie v e d  to  b e  p re tty  
c o n s id e ra b le . It  is  too m u ch  to  h o p e  th at it 
w ill b e  b u rn t, c o n s id e r in g  th e  p a s t  h is to ry  o f  
th e  G r a n d  D u c h y  a s  r e g a rd s  re m a in d e rs . 
M o s t  p ro b a b ly  th e  s ta m p s  w ill b e  so ld  o f f  a t  
th e  b e s t  p r ic e  o b ta in a b le , w h ic h  is  su re  to  be- 
w e ll u n d e r  fa c e  v a lu e .

L ’Ecko de la  Tim brologie.
[ I t  is  not c le a r  w h e th e r  th e  f iv e  v a lu e s , 

iss u e d  in  18 9 5  w ith  p o rtra it  in  p ro file  a r e  
in c lu d e d  in th e  te rm s  o f  th e  a b o v e  n o tice . 
S u r e ly  th e se  sh o w  a  p o r tra it  o f  th e  s a m e  
G r a n d  D u k e .— E D . G .S. IV.]

T H E  V E S T  S T A M P  H I N G E S
W e  have prepared  a new stam p hinge, o f  con- ■ 

venient size, put up in air-tight tin baxet, each, 
containing 1000 hinges o f good tough paper, 
doubly gum m ed, and thus easily  peelable. 

Post-free, 7d. p er bo x.

Stanley Gibbons Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W .C .

Dcto Issues
By FRANK PHILLIPS

/  should bo moot grateful If readers would help mo by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
Issues o f stamps, new or projected. If possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once If 
desired, together with stamp for  postage} or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome,

FRANK PHILLIPS. 381 Strand, London. W.C.

C a y m a n  I s la n d s .— In our issue o f  6 Ju n e , as I 
w ell a s  in the Supplem ent to the C atalogue, w e j 
described the is . an d 5s., N o s. 32  and 30, as 
being T yp e  8, i .e . plain figures o f value in lined 
tablet. T h is  is incorrect, both stam ps being 
T yp e  9 , i .e . figures o f value sam e colour as the 
nam e, in a  plain  tablet.

C e y lo n .— A  correspondent has sent us a  supply 
o f  the 5 c. in  the new design , to w hich we 
referred in  our issue o f 30  M ay. T h e  stam p is 
on m ultiple, unsurfaced p aper, and is printed in 
sheets o f  240, composed o f  4  panes, each con- I 
taining 60 stam ps. T h e  m arginal line runs right 
round the sheet, and also round each pan e, and i 
is broken for each line o f perforation. T h e  p late 1 
num ber “  I M appears in the m argin tw ice at the 
top and tw ice at the bottom o f the sheet.

So
a6 Ma y , 1908. Type 5a  Wmk. M ultiple Crown C A. 

Per/. 14.
*39i5 c., purple, O-

C h ili ,— W e have been shown three unchronicled 
varieties o f  the 1904  issu e ; they are  as fo llo w s :

to com e after 8 5a  in the C atalogu e, a  3  c. on  
I p e so ; to com e after 86, a  10  c ., olive-green, 
variety  i i . ;  and between N o s. 90 and 9 1 ,  a 
3  c. on $ c . ,  r e d ; a ll these h ave the surcharges- 
inverted.

1904. Telegraph Stam ps overprinted as illu strated- 
V ariety ii., an im al w ith mane and ta il.

(L). O verprint inverted.
3 c. on 1 peso, deep brown (ii.).

10 c., olive-green (ii.).

*4*5
Type 14, surcharged as Type t j ,  in  black (B). Per/. 14 - 

Variety (ii.). Surcharge inverted.
904)3 c. on $ c., red (B).
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M a c a u . —  H ere  w e h ave seen a  v arie ty  o f 

N o. 14 7 , caused in the printing, a s  explained 
-under the paragraph  on Portugal. T he nam e 
and value are  inverted on the stam p, so that the 
n am e appears in the m idd le o f  the upper part, 

.a n d  the value in the lo w er left-hand corner.

■ 9
1898. Type 19. Nam e and value in  black. P er/. 11$ . 

Variety. Nam e a n d  value inverted.

m isplaced as  regards the tab let, a n d  aga in  with 
the stam p upside dow n, so that the figure o f  value 
appears inverted at the top  o f  the stam p. ,

39
1895-99. Type 39. N um erals 0/ value in  black. 

P er/, tt}.
V ariety (vi.). Figures 0 / valu e double, once m isplaced, 

and once inverted a t the top 0 / the stam p.
376£|to r., green.

i59<*| i  avo, grey.

N e w  S o u th  W a le s .— M r. H ad lo w  inform s 
-us that he h as seen a  copy o f  the 2 d ., b lue, 

1 8 7 1 - 8 1  issue, perforated 12 $ , 73 , overprinted 
O  S  ”  in  red, instead o f  in black.

u  *9
-O f f ic ia l  S t a m p . Type a*. O verprinted “ O S "  in  red. 

Wmk. Crown and N SW , Type *9* P er/. 12$, 13. 
6iod ad., blue (R.).

R o u m a n ia .— In  arran g in g  our stock  w e have 
discovered three varieties, hitherto not lis te d ; 
a lso  som e others for use in  T u rk ey .

1995. Types 18 and s i. P a te r tinted  pink on back. 
N o wm k. P er/. 13$.

455*15 b., yellow-green.
4$5̂ |i leu, black and blue-green.

^  N ic a r a g u a .— W e w ould ask  our readers to 
correct a slight inaccuracy in the Supplem ent to 

'th e  C a ta lo g u e : N os. 3 5 5  and 356  h ave been in 
advertently  placed in the list o f  surcharged 

' W aterlow  stam ps (T yp e  40 ), w hereas really  these 
tw o stam ps are the A m erican  print (T yp e  37).

P a n a m a .— In  sortin g our stock w e find that 
-'there are no less than  three distinct shades o f  
5 c ., T y p e  5 3 , N o . 294 in our C atalogue. W e 
■ list on ly one sh ad e, blue, but w e shall h a v e  to 

:.add dull blue and ultramarine.

53
Type 53. Centre in  fir s t  colour. Pet/, re.

394* |$ c., black and ultramarine.
394^(5 c. „  doll blue.

P  P o r t u g a l .  —  W e h a ve  seen another e x tra 
ord inary varie ty  o f  the xo c . o f  the current issue. 

"O w in g  to  the figures o f  value b e in g  -printed in 
sep arately , b y  som e m eans or other the stam p 
.underwent the second operation tw ice, once 
alm ost n orm al, the figure o f  value being s ligh tly

SOI

Postage D ur, 1896. Type ict. Thin paper, tinted  
pink on bach. N o wm k. (b) P er/. 13$.

676I30 b., green.
For use in t h e  Post Of p ic is  in t h e  T urkish 

E m pire.

20PARAS20
T i

1806. Stam ps o f 1893-99, surcharged as Type T  ,  in  
violet. P er/, n j .

807I10 p. on 5 b., blue.
809I 1  pies, on *5 b,, violet.

P er/.
8to|io p, on 5 b., blue.

S o u th  A u s t r a l ia .— W ill a ll our readers k in d ly  
delete the io d .,  w aterm ark ed  C row n  and S A  
(close), an d  perforated l a ?  W e chronicled it as 
N o. 3 19 a  in  our issue o f  last w eek  on the 
au th ority  o f  The Postage Stam p;, our contem 
p orary  now  (20.6 .08) states that it w a s m istaken, 
the stam p referred to  being N o. 3 4 t  in the 
Supplem en t to  the C atalogue.

..Printed by W. B rendon & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietor*, S t a n le y  G ibbons, Ltd., 3 ,t  Strand, London,W.C.
4 Ju ly , 1908.
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V o l . VIII.

Countries of the UJonld
By W. PERCY BARNSDALL 
French Guinea

F R E N C H G U I N  E A ,  o n e  o f  th e  c o lo n ie s  
c o m p o s in g  F r e n c h  W e s t  A fr ic a ,  l ie s  
o n  th e  A t la n t ic  c o a s t  b e tw e e n  P o r t u 

g u e s e  G u in e a  a n d  S ie r r a  L e o n e , a n d  e x te n d s  
in la n d  to  in c lu d e  th e  h ig h la n d s  o f  F u t a  
Ja l lo n . T h e  a r e a  is  a b o u t  9 5 ,0 0 0  s q u a r e  

- m ile s , a n d  th e  p o p u la t io n  is  e s t im a te d  a t  
a b o u t  2 ,20 0 ,0 0 0 .

F o r  y e a r s  k n o w n  a s  th e  d e p e n d e n c y  o f  
th e  S o u th e rn  R iv e r s  (R ivtires du S u d ), it  
w a s  fo r  lo n g  a n  a p p a n a g e  o f  S e n e g a l.  In  
th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  L ie u t .-C o Io n e l P in e t-  
L a p r a d e , c o m m a n d in g  G o r e e  a n d  d e p e n 
d e n c ie s , b y  w h ic h  t it le  S e n e g a l  w a s  th e n  
k n o w n , e x te n d e d  th e  F r e n c h  s p h e re  o f  in 
flu e n c e  to  th e se  s o u th e rn  r iv e r s  ( Cassamance,
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M ellaco’rie , N unes, Po'ngo, e tc .) . F u r t h e r  
e x p lo r a t io n s , r e s u lt in g  in  th e  e x te n s io n  o f  
th e  c o lo n y , w e re  m a d e  fro m  t im e  to  tim e , 
n o ta b ly  b y  R e n d  C a ill id  in  18 2 7  a n d  b y  
L a m b e r t  in  i8 6 0 . I t  is  n ot d e a r  w h e n  it 
c o m m e n c e d  to  b e  k n o w n  a s  F r e n c h  G u in e a , 
b u t  it w a s  m a d e  a  s e lf -g o v e r n in g  c o lo n y  in
18 8 9 . In  O c to b e r , 18 9 9 , w h e n  F r e n c h  
S o u d a n  a s  a  s e p a r a te  c o lo n y  w a s  a b o lis h e d , 
F u t a  J a l lo n ,  a n  im p o rta n t  p a r t  o f  it, w a s  
a d d e d  to  F r e n c h  G u in e a . T h e  p la te a u  o f  
F u t a  Ja l lo n ,  w ith  a  le n g th  o f  a b o u t 20 0  
m ile s  fro m  n o rth  to  so u th , a n d  c o m p o se d  o f  
fe r t i le  p la in s  a t  a n  e le v a t io n  o f  2 5 0 0  to 
3 0 0 0  fe e t, is  th e g r e a t  re s e r v o ir  fo r  th e  
w a te r s  o f  th is  p a rt  o f  A fr ic a ,  th e  S e n e g a l,  
G a m b ia , a n d  N ig e r  a l l  t a k in g  th e ir  r ise  
h e re . C a t t le  a re  r a is e d  in a b u n d a n c e , a n d  
g o ld  is  s u c c e s s fu l ly  w o rk e d  in th e  d is t r ic ts . 
F r e n c h  G u in e a  se e m s  to  b e  o n e  o f  th e  m o st  
p r o m is in g  p a r t s  o f  W e s t  A fr ic a . I t  s u p p lie s  
a  g r e a t  q u a n t ity  o f  in d ia - ru b b e r  a n d  g ro u n d  
n u ts , a n d  a m o n g s t  o th e r  p ro d u c ts  a r e  p a lm  
o il, g u m , a n d  co ffe e . I t  h a s  a ls o  a  s p e c ia l  
im p o r ta n c e  w ith  r e g a rd  to  c o m m u n ic a t io n  
w ith  th e  N ig e r .  A  ro a d  fro m  K o n a k r y  to  
F a r a n n a  o n  th e  U p p e r  N ig e r  h a s  b e e n  
m a d e , a n d  w ill b e  c o n n e c te d  b y  b r a n c h e s  
w ith  th e  r a i lw a y  s ta t io n s . A  r a i lw a y  w ill 
a l s o  c o n n e c t  th e  p o rt  a n d  th e  r iv e r , a n d  is  
a l r e a d y  o p e n e d  a s  fa r  a s  K in d ia  (e ig h ty -  
th r e e  m iles) .

T h e  c e n tr e s  o f  p o p u la t io n  a r e  K o n a k ry , 
th e  c a p ita l ,  B o k d  (th e  c e n tre  o f  th e  r u b b e r  
a n d  c o ffe e  tra d e ) , D u b r e k a , T im b o  (th e  
c h i e f  to w n  o f  F u t a  Ja l lo n ) ,  a n d  K o u r o u s s a  
( th e  N ig e r  te rm in u s  o f  th e  p ro je c te d  ra ilw a y ) .

T h e  p o r t  o f  K o n a k r y  h a s  in  re c e n t  y e a r s  
a c q u ir e d  r e a l  im p o r t a n c e ; it h a s  fin e 
w h a r v e s  a n d  d o c k s , a n d  is  r e g u la r ly  v is ite d  
b y  th e  s te a m e r s  o f  fo u r  c o m p a n ie s . T h e  
im p o r ts  a n d  e x p o r ts  a m o u n t a n n u a lly  to  
a b o u t  ,£ 7 5 0 ,0 0 0  a n d  ,£ 6 5 0 ,0 0 0  r e s p e c t iv e ly .

Philatelic History
T h is  is  o f  th e  m o st  p la c id  d e s c r ip t io n , a n d  

th e  w h o le  o f  th e  s ta m p s  is s u e d  m a y  b e  
b o u g h t  u n u se d  fo r  a b o u t  3 5 s . S t i l l ,  fo r  th is  
m o n e y  th e re  is  v a r ie ty , a n d  “ fin e  a n d  l a r g e ”  
p ic tu re s  a r e  to  b e  h a d . A  w o n d e rfu l th in g  
a l s o  fo r  a  F r e n c h  c o lo n y , th e re  a r e  n o  p ro 
v is io n a ls . T h e  w e ll-k n o w n  ta b le t  t y p e  w a s  
th e  m e d iu m  o f  th e  c o lo n y ’s  in tro d u c tio n  to 
p h ila te lis t s ,  fo r  in  18 9 2  th e  s te re o ty p e d  th ir 
t e e n  v a lu e s  w e re  is s u e d  fo r  G u in e a .

Nov., 1892. Commerce and Navigation. 
Perfr 14x134.

Unused. Used. 
f. d. s. d.

1 c., black on azure . o i
2 c., brown on buff . . 0 1
4 c., purple-brown on grey o 1
5 c., green on pale green . ' 0 2

10 c., black on lilac  . * 0 3
15 c., blue . . r-. »©. 5
20 c., red on green . . 0 6
25 cM black on rose . . . 0 6
30 c., cinnamon on drab * * 0 8  
40 c., f'ed onyellow  . . 0 8
50 c., carmine on rose . o 9
75 c., brown on yellow  , t o

1 fr., olive-green on toned 1 6

o 6 
o 6 
o 8

0 9

1 6

In  19 0 0 , in  c o m m o n  w ith  th e  o th e r  
“ t a b le t e d ”  c o lo n ie s , th e  c h a n g e s  to  c o n 
fo rm  w ith  P o s ta l  U n io n  re q u ire m e n ts  w e re  
m a d e  h e re .

Dec., 1900. As last. Colours changed.
Unused. Used, 
x. d. x. d.

10 c., rose-red . . .  — —
1 5 * .  grey . . . 0 5  —
25 c., blue . . . 0 4  —

' 50 c., brown on azure . 0 8  —■

A t  th e  e n d  o f  19 0 4 , in  p u r s u a n c e  o f  th e  
p o l ic y  o f  p r o v id in g  s ta m p s  w ith  lo c a l c o lo u r , 
a  s e t  w a s  is s u e d  p o r t r a y in g  a  n a t iv e  o f  th e  
r e g io n . N o  s ig n a tu r e  i s  a p p e n d e d  to  p r o 
c la im  th e  a r t is t ,  b u t  it is k n o w n  th a t  th e  
s t a m p s  w e re  s u r fa c e -p r in te d  a t  th e  G o v e r n 
m e n t  w o rk s  in  P a r is .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  t r ib e s  
in  F r e n c h  G u in e a , th e  F u l a s  a n d  M a d in g o s  
p re d o m in a t in g . A  F u l a  s h e p h e rd  is  sh o w n  
o n  th e  s a id  s ta m p s , a n d  a  la d y  m e m b e r , o f  
th e  s a m e  t r ib e  o n  th e  P o s t a g e  D u e  s ta m p s  
o f  th e  p e r io d . T h e  t y p e s  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  
b e e n  a d a p te d  fro m  th e  s ta tu e  to  N o e l B a l la y  
e r e c te d  a t  C h a r tre s .

Dec., 1904. Perf. 14 X 13 J,.
Unused. Used.

... 0.
1 (c.), black on yelUm^reen o t
2 (c.), claret on straw . o i
4 (c.), carmine on azure o i
5 (c«)» green on green . . 0 1

10 (c.), rose-red . . . 0 2
15 (c.)» mauve on toned . . 0 3
20 (c.), carmine on green . . 0 3
25 (c.), blue . . . . 0 4
30 (c.), pale brown on toned . o 5 
40 ic.), red on straw . . 0 6
50 (c.X pale brown on pale green o . 8 
75 (c.), blue onyellow  . . 1 0

i f r . ,  olive-green on toned . 1 3
2 fr., red on orange . . 2 6
5 fr., blue on yelUrw-green . —

o
o
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1906-7. P e rf. 1 4 X 1 3 J  or 13 JX  14.
Unused. Used.

1 c.,
2 C.,
4 c.
5 c „

to c.
20 C. 
25 C. 
3OC. 
35 c.

g r e y .....................................
chocolate . . . <

„  on blu e  . « 
green  . . . <
rose . . . <
black on b lu ish  . i 
b l ue . . . .  1
chocolate on yfosA . ' 
b lack on yello w  . \

45 c ., v iolet-brow n on green  
50 c ., deep  violet . . <
75 c ., g reen  on orange

s. d. 
o

In  19 0 6  it w a s  d e c id e d  to  is s u e  s ta m p s  
u n ifo rm  in  d e s ig n  fo r  a l l th e  c o lo n ie s  c o m 
p o s in g  W e s t  F r e n c h  A fr ic a , a n d  G u in e a  in  
its  tu rn  re c e iv e d  a  s u p p ly . T h e  fir s t  v a lu e  
o n  s a le  w a s  th e  3 5  c ., a b o u t  S e p te m b e r , th e  
r e s t  o f  th e  se t  b e in g  is s u e d  in  th e  s p r in g  o f
19 0 7 . ^

T h e  lo w e r  v a lu e s  p ro v id e  a  p o r tra it  o f  
G e n e r a l  F a id h e rb e , w h o se  a b le  a d m in is t ra 
tio n  b e tw e e n  18 5 4  a n d  18 6 5  w a s  th e  c o m 
m e n c e m e n t o f  th e  r e a l  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
F r e n c h  in te re sts  in  W e s t  A fr ic a . T o  h im  
c h ie f ly  i s  d u e  th e  re g e n e ra t io n  o f  S e n e g a l.

In  th e  b a c k g r o u n d  a  b r id g e  is to  b e  se e n , 
ty p ic a l p r o b a b ly  o f  th e  ra i lw a y  e n te rp r is e  
th a t is  m a k in g  s u c h  s t r id e s  in  th e  te rr ito ry .
T h e  d e s ig n  fo r  th e  v a lu e s  20  c, to  7 5  c . sh o w s  
a  h u g e  p a lm  in th e  m id s t  c f  t ro p ic a l f lo ra , 
s ig n ific a n t , n o  d o u b t, o f  o n e  o f  th e  c h ie f  
s o u rc e s  o f  W e s t  A fr ic a n  r e v e n u e , p a lm  
oil.

T h e  h ig h e r  v a lu e s  h a v e  a  p o rtra it  o f  U r .
N o e l B a l la y ,  w h o  w a s  G o v e rn o r  o f  W e s t  
A fr ic a  fro m  18 9 0 - 19 0 2 . H e  w a s  a n  e n e rg e t ic  
a n d  s u c c e ss fu l m a n , a n d  h is  e ffo r ts  w e re  
p a r t ic u la r ly  d ire c te d  to  F r e n c h  G u in e a , 
w h ic h  fro m  a  m e re  p ro te c to ra te  h e  tu rn e d  
in to  a  flo u r ish in g  c o lo n y . T h e  s ta m p s  w e re  
e n g r a v e d  b y  M . P u y p la t , a n d  w e re  s u rfa c e -  
p r in te d  a s  u su a l a t  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  w o rk s  
in  P a r is .  T h e y  a r e  c u rre n t  a t  th e  p re se n t  
t im e . ,  .

t Fr., b lack on azu re 
2 fr ., b lue on rose •
5  fr ., red  on straw  .

(To be continued.)
PLBASB NOTE

The Prices quoted la tbe foregoing article are taken from our publishers* latest Stock Books,  and 
are, therefore, tbe Prices at which Stanley Gibbons, Ltd,, will bare pleasure In supplying any 
of tbe stamps that may be needed by any of our readers

Topical Dotes
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS
Penny Postage in Morocco

T H E  P o s tm a s te r -G e n e r a l  h a s  is s u e d  th e  
fo llo w in g  w ith  re fe re n c e  to  th e  in tro 
d u ctio n  o f  p e n n y  p o s ta g e  fo r  le t te r s  

in M o r o c c o :—
T h e postage on letters for places in M orocco 

w here the B ritish  Post O ffice m aintains an A gency 
w ill be reduced on and from the 15 th  instant to 
id . the oz. Concurrently the postage on letters 
for the U nited K ingdom  and British  Colonies . 
and Protectorates and for E gyp t posted at these 
A gencies w ill be reduced to to  centjm os per 20 
gram m es.

T h e B ritish  Post <j)ffice m aintains A gen cies at 
the fo llow ing places ip M o ro cco :—

A lcazar I M a u g a n  I Saffi
C asab lan ca | M equinez I T an gier
Fez  I M ogador Tetuan
Larach e | R ab at |

By Command of the Postmaster-General. 
General Post Office, 9th June, 1908.

British South Africa id. on 4s.
The Postage Stam p  a n d  The Bazaar h a v e  
r e c e n t ly  p u b lis h e d  s o m e  n o te s  a b o u t  a  so -  
c a l le d  n e w  d is c o v e r y  in  t h is  s ta m p , in  w h ic h  
th e  o r ig in a l v a lu e  o f  F o u r Sh illin gs  is  c a n 
c e lle d  b y  o n e  b a r  in p la c e  o f  th e  u s u a l th re e  
b a r s . W e  h a v e  h a d  a b o u t  s ix  o r  s e v e n  o f  
th e se  v a r ie t ie s , b u t  w e  d o  n o t  c a ta lo g u e  th e m  
in o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  a n d  d o  n o t in te n d  to  d o  
so  in  th is  c a s e .

“  R . P . J . ”  in  The B azaar is  r e s p o n s ib le  
fo r  th e  s ta te m e n t  th at th e  o n e -b a r  v a r ie t y  
w a s  firs t  is s u e d , a n d  th a t  le ss  th a n  o n e  
h u n d re d  w e re  issu e d . I d o  n ot k n o w  i f  th is  
is  c o r re c t , b u t  I d o  k n o w  th a t  I h a v e  h a d  a t  
le a s t  tw o  v e r t ic a l  p a ir s , in  e a c h  o f  w h ic h  o n e  
s ta m p  h a d  o n e  b a r  a n d  th e  o th er h a d  th re e  
b a r s , a n d  I c o n s id e r  th a t  p r o b a b ly  in  r u lin g  
o u t th e  o r ig in a l v a lu e  a  fe w  ro w s w e re  ru le d  
w ith  o n ly  o n e  l in e  in p la c e  o f  th ree .
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T h e  “  T o m s o n  "  C o lle c tio n

The Postage Stam p, in  re fe r r in g  to  th e  sa le  
o f  th is  fin e  c o lle c t io n , s ta te s  th a t  it a p p r o x i
m a te s  to - f iv e  f ig u r e s  a n d  r a n k s  th ird  in  the 
l is t  o f  g r e a t  c o lle c t io n s  th a t h a v e  b e e n  so ld . 
R e a l ly ,  fr ie n d  N a n k iv e ll ,  y o u  s h o u ld  b e  a  
lit t le  m o re  a c c u r a te  a n d  u p -to -d a te  w ith  in 
fo rm a tio n  a n d  p a r t ic u la rs  th a t  h a v e  b een  
p u b lish e d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a in .

T h e  la r g e s t  c o lle c tio n s  e v e r  so ld , ju d g in g  
th e m  b y  th e ir  v a lu e s , h a v e  b e e n  a s  fo llo w s  :—

T h e  B r e i t fu s s  c o lle c tio n , b o u g h t b y  S t a n le y  
G ib b o n s , L td .

T h e  D ’E t io l le s  c o lle c tio n , so ld  a t  a u c tio n .
T h e  M a n n  c o lle c t io n , b o u g h t b y  S t a n le y  

G ib b o n s , L td .
T h e  T  r a n s e h r - R o s e n e c k e  c o lle c tio n , b o u g h t 

b y  P . K o h l.
T h e  A y e r  c o lle c t io n  (first p art) , b o u g h t  b y  

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s , L td .
T h e  S c h ro e d e r  c o lle c tio n , b o u g h t b y  P . 

K o h l.
T h e  L e g r a n d  c o lle c tio n , b o u g h t b y  V . 

R o b e r t .
T h e  C a s t le  c o lle c t io n  (A u stra lia n s) , b o u g h t 

b y  S t a n le y  G ib b o n s , L td .
T h e  T h o r n e  c o lle c t io n , b o u g h t b y  N e w  

E n g la n d  S t a m p  C o .

A ll  th e s e  c o lle c t io n s  re a liz e d  ,£ 10 ,0 0 0  e a c h  
a n d  u p w a rd s , a n d  many o th e rs  h a v e  b e en  
so ld  a t  fro m  JC 5000  to  ,£9 0 0 o  e a c h .

C y p r u s  P o s t  O ffice  F r a u d s  

Colonel Seely, U n d e r - S e c r e ta r y  fo r  th e 
C o lo n ie s , in  a  p r in te d  r e p ly  to  a  q u e s t io n , 
s a y s  th e  to ta l a m o u n t  o f  th e  d e fa lc a t io n s  in 
th e  C y p r u s  a c c o u n ts  h a s  b e e n  fo u n d  to  b e  

j£ i 9 I 5-
T h e  s e n io r  a c c o u n ta n t  in  th e  L a r n a c a  P o st  

O ffic e  h a s  b e e n  s e n te n c e d  to  fiv e  y e a r s ’  im 
p r is o n m e n t  fo r  la r c e n y  a n d  fa ls if ic a t io n  o f  
a c c o u n ts , w h ile  a n o th e r  h a s  b e e n  s u sp e n d e d  
fo r  c a r e le s s n e s s .

T h e  is la n d  p o s tm a s te r  h a s  b e e n  re q u ire d  
to  re fu n d  £ 6 0 0 — a b o u t  o n e -th ird  o f  th e  de
fa lc a t io n s .—  The Globe, J u n e ,  1908.

T h e  C o lle c t io n  o f  th e  la te  C o n su l W e b e r  

T h i s  w e ll-k n o w n  g e n e r a l  c o lle c tio n  h a s  ju s t  
b e e n  s o ld  fo r, it  i s  s ta te d , th e  su m  o f  .£ 50 0 0 . 
T h e  p u r c h a s e r  is  k e e p in g  th e  b u lk  o f  th e  
E u r o p e a n  s ta m p s , a m o u n t in g  to  a b o u t ^ 1 5 0 0 ,  
to  a d d  to  h is  o w n  fin e  sp e c ia liz e d  c o lle c tio n  
o f  th e se  s ta m p s .

W e  h a v e  h a d  a  g o o d  p ic k in g  fro m  the 
r a r i t ie s  o f  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s , a n d  h a v e  a d d e d  
m a n y  fin e  th in g s  to  o u r  s to c k .

H o lk a r  (In d o re )  R e m a in d e rs  

W e  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  th e  fo llo w in g  fro m  th e  
S e c r e t a r y ,  R e v e n u e  D e p a r tm e n t , . In d o re , 
d a te d  2 7  M a y  l a s t :—

A s  the S ta te  h as recently am algam ated  its 
P o sta l D epartm ent w ith  the B ritish  P o sta l D e

partm ent, it is desired to dispose of, for philatelic 
purposes, the unused stock o f the stam ps m arked 
“ S e rv ic e ”  b y  a public sale  . . . T h e  w hole 
stock has a face value o f  1 6 5 , 1 3 3  rupees, and is 
as fo llo w s :—

i  an n a . . . 16 8 ,5 12  stam ps.
4 ........................................-2 ,10 4 ,7 36
1   697,920
2  ................. n r?7;6,256
.1 «, r , H|- 43,275
4 3 ,». • ■ '  • 4 1 ,8 3 6

(Our catalogue N os. 10 0  to 105.
T h e sale  closes I A ugust.

D e sc rip t io n  o f  N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s  a r r a n g e d
a n d  p r ic e d  d u r in g  th e  la s t  w e e k  

N o s . i n ,  H 2 ,a n d  1 6 1 .  3  V o ls . V a lu e  ^ 9 2 7 .
Roumania.

T hree e x c e e d in g ly  fin e  a n d  very c o m p le te  
s to c k  b o o k s , in c lu d in g  th e  b a la n c e  o f  th e  
“  M a n n  ”  a n d  th e  “  B r e i t f u s s ”  c o lle c tio n s .

T h e s e  b o o k s  a r e  c e r ta in ly  th e  fin e s t  s e t  o f  
R o u m a n ia n  s to c k  b o o k s  th a t  w e h a v e  e v e r  
m a d e  u p , a n d  w ill w e ll r e p a y  e x a m in a t io n  
e v e n  b y  th e  m o st  a d v a n c e d  c o lle c to rs .

In  th e  c ir c u la r  s ta m p s  o f  18 5 8  th e re  a r e  
tw o  2 7  p ., s ix  54 p ., o n e  8 1  p ., u s e d , a n d  tw o  
10 8  p .

T h e  s m a ll s ta m p s  o f  18 5 8  a r e  v e r y  s t ro n g ly  
sh o w n , a n d  in c lu d e  s o m e  s c a r c e  tite-biche 
p a ir s  a n d  a  fin e  u n u se d  8 0  p ., o n  b lu e  p a p e r , 
w ith  fu l l g u m .

T h e  s ta m p s  o f  18 6 2 - 6 3  a r e  sh o w n  in  a l l  
p r in t in g s , s h a d e s , a n d  v a r ie t ie s , a n d  th e  
is s u e s  o f  18 6 5  to  18 7 2  a r e  e x c e e d in g ly  fin e  
a n d  in c lu d e  m a n y  fin e  m in t b lo c k s .

T h e  la te r  i s s u e s  a r e  v e r y  c o m p le te  in  a ll 
v a r ie t ie s  o f  p e r fo ra tio n  a n d  w a te rm a rk .

N o . 6 5 . Sweden. V a lu e  £ y )\ .
A  g o o d  b o o k , e s p e c ia l ly  s t ro n g  in  th e  firs t  

is s u e  w ith  v a lu e  in  s k . b c o ., th e  u n u se d  o f  
th e se  b e in g  v e r y  fin e  a n d  s h o w in g  s o m e  v e r y  
r a r e  s h a d e s .

T h e  la te r  i s s u e s  a r e  v e r y  c o m p le te , a n d  
in c lu d e  a  g r a n d  lo t  o f  s h a d e s  in  u n u se d  a n d  
a  fine u se d  c o p y  o f  th e  t r e t io  e rro r .

N o . 1 7 2 .  V a lu e  ^ 3 3 9 .
Confederate States and U .S. Colonies.

A  fa ir ly  g o o d  lo t , b u t d e c id e d ly  w e a k  in 
th e  r a r e r  lo c a ls  a n d  in s o m e  o f  th e  r a r e  
v a r ie t ie s  o f  th e  C u b a  p ro v is io n a ls .

S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  
C O L L E C T IN G .  *# M ajor E . * .  E V A N S  

The young collector is frequently perplexed by 
the meaning of the various terms used in stamp 
collecting, and the fullest explanations of these 
will be found in this book.

as. 9d. in Paper Cover, or 4s. 6d. strongly bound 
in Cloth.'

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 
jgi Strand, Leaden, W.C
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Twentieth Century Colonials
fl Guide to the Postal fldfteslvcs of the British Empire 
Issued during the flf>st Six Years of the Twentieth Century 
(Janua ry  l0OI-3une, 1907)
W r i t t e n  a n d  C o m p i l e d  b y  D. B. ARM STRO NG
P A R T  I I —continued c o p y r ig h t  r e s e r v e d .)

British Possessions in Asia— continued
B r it is h  E m p ire  in  In d ia —continued 
N a t iv e  S t a t e s —continued 
C h a m b a —continued

O ffic ia l I s s u e s .
A L L  o ffic ia l c o r re s p o n d e n c e  is, 1 u n d e r-  

s ta n d , c o n v e y e d  fre e  w ith in  th e  b o rd e rs  
o f  th is  a n d  th e  o th e r  N a t iv e  S t a t e s ,  b u t 

le tte rs  u p o n  S t a te  b u s in e s s  c o n s ig n e d  to  p a r ts  
o f  B r it is h  In d ia  re m o te  fro m  C h a m b a  m u st 
b e  fra n k e d  w ith  “  S e r v ic e  ”  s ta m p s  o f  th e  r e 
q u is ite  d e n o m in a t io n s . I t  w o u ld  s e e m  th at 
p r io r  to  19 0 4  s ta m p s  o v e rp r in te d  “ S e r v i c e ”  
c o u ld  b e  p u r c h a s e d  o v e r  th e  c o u n te r  a t  th e  
p o st  o ffic e s  o f  th e  C o n v e n t io n  S t a te s ,  b u t 
th a t  s in c e  th a t  d a te  th e y  h a v e  n ot b e e n  on 
s a le , a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly , l ik e  a l l  o th e r  O ffic ia l 
s ta m p s , u n u se d  c o p ie s  o f  “  S e r v ic e  ”  s ta m p s  
iss u e d  s in c e  th a t  d a te  c a n n o t  le g it im a te ly  b e  
d e a lt  in . T h e  “ S e r v i c e ”  o v e rp r in t  o n  th e se  
s ta m p s  is  a p p lie d  to  s h e e ts  a l r e a d y  s u r 
c h a r g e d  w ith  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  is s u in g  S ta te  
a t a  s e c o n d  o p e ra tio n . A ll  s ta m p s  is s u e d  b y  
th is  S t a te  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  th e  a d d it io n a l o v e r 
p r in t  o f  th e  w o rd  s e r v i c e  in  o n e  l in e  in 
b la c k , im m e d ia te ly  a b o v e  th e  o r d in a r y  s u r 
c h a r g e , m a k in g  th em  a v a ila b le  fo r  o ffic ia l 
u se .

T h e  fo u r  lo w  v a lu e s  b e a r in g  th e  la te  
Q u e e n ’s  p o r tra it , a n d  is s u e d  in  I n d ia  in 
19 0 0 , w e re  lik e w is e  s u rc h a r g e d  fo r  o ffic ia l 
p u rp o se s , a n d  is s u e d  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  a s  
th o se  w ith  th e  p la in  C H A M B A  ST A T E  s u r 
c h a rg e .

19 0 2-4 .

Contempotary stamps of India, 1900. Wmk. 
Star. Per/. 1 4. t  olours changed. Typographed 
by Messrs. De La Rue &  Co., in London, 
already surcharged CHAMBA STATE in two tines 
in black, and additionally overprinted s e r v i c e  
in tall, thin sans-serif capitals in cute line, 
also in black, near the top of the stamp. 
Figures in brackets indicate the total number of 
each denomination that were overprinted.

3  pies, grey  (48 ,240), issued F eb ru ary , 1904. 
i  anna, pea-green (29 ,280), issued M arch , 1902.
1 . ,  carm ine (14 ,2 8 0 ), issued M arch , 19 0 2 .
2 an n as, vio let (2640), issued F eb ru ary , 19 0 3.

A s  in  th e  s e r ie s  w ith  th e  o r d in a r y  s u r 
c h a r g e , th e  2  a n n a s  is  th e  r a r i t y  o f  th e  s e t ; 
in fa c t  it  is  e v e n  m o re  s o  w ith  th e  “ S e r v i c e ”  
o v e rp r in t  th a n  w ith o u t.

V a r ie ty .

Small “  a  ”  in S'l a t e . A o. 80 on sheet.
4 anna, pea-green.

S e v e n  o f  th e  ten  K in g ’s H e a d  s ta m p s  s u r 
c h a r g e d  fo r  u se  in  C h a m b a , r e c e iv e d  in  a d 
d itio n  th e  “ S e r v i c e ”  o v e rp r in t , m a k in g  
th e m  a v a ila b le  fo r  u s e  u p o n  o ffic ia l c o r 
re s p o n d e n c e . T h e  th re e  lo w  v a lu e s  w e r e , a s  
in  th e  o r d in a r y  s e r ie s ,  iss u e d  in  A p r i l ,  19 0 3 , 
th e  2 a n n a s  in  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r ,  a n d  th e  
re m a in in g  h ig h  d e n o m in a t io n s  in  19 0 3 .

I 903- 5-
Regular Ring's Head series of India, 19 0 2 , al

ready surcharged c h a m b a  s t a t e ,  additiotially 
overprinted SRRVICB in tall, thin sans-serif 
capitals in one line in  black, near the top o f the 
stamps, fo r official use. Otherwise as before. 
Dates of issue o f each denomination given in 
brackets.

3 p ies, grey (issued A p r il, 1903).
4 anna, pea-green (issued April, 1903).
1 „  carm ine (issued A p ril, 1903).
2 annas, purple (issued A pril, 1904).
4 , ,  olive-green (issued M ay , 1903).
8 annas, m agenta (issued M ay, 1905).
1 rupee, carm ine and green (issued M ay , 1905).

S h a d e .

T h e  19 0 5  p r in t in g  o f  th e  3  p ie s  d e n o m in a 
tio n  o f  th e  c u rre n t  In d ia n  s e r ie s  in  th e  n ew  
b lu e -g re y  s h a d e  w a s  a ls o  s u rc h a rg e d  s e r v i c e  
fo r  o ffic ia l u se  in th is  S ta te .

3  pies, b lue-grey , instead o f  grey.

V a r ie t ie s .

M o s t  o f  th e  v a r ie t ie s  o f  s u rc h a r g e  fo u n d  
o n  the r e g u la r  s e r ie s  o f  C h a m b a  a r e  a ls o  to 
b e  fo u n d  o n  s ta m p s  h a v in g  th e  a d d it io n a l 
“  S e r v ic e  ”  o v e rp r in t . I d o  n o t p ro p o se  l is t 
in g  th e se  a g a in , a s  th e y  o c c u r  in e x a c t ly  th e 
s a m e  p o s it io n s  a s  o n  th e  s h e e ts  w ith  th e  
r e g u la r  s u rc h a r g e .

N o t e . — L a st w eek  we published letters from 
M ajor E v a n s , the em inent specialist in these 
countries, com m enting on the A lw a r  and Bhopal 
portions o f  this series o f articles. B efore pub
lishin g the articles dealing with the rest o f  the 
group, M r. A rm stro ng would like an opportunity 
o f  consulting M ajor E va n s, and has asked  us to 
hold them over for a  bit. M eanw hile w e continue 
w ith  the Convention S tates.— E d . G.S. W.
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G w a lio r
T h is  i s  o n e  o f  th e  m o st im p o rta n t  o f  th e 

C e n tra l In d ia  S t a te s ,  a n d  is  s itu a te d  in  the 
n o rth -w e ste rn  s e c t io n  o f  th a t  A g e n c y .  I t  
h a s  a n  a r e a  o f  2 9 ,0 0 0  s q u a re  m ile s , a n d  a  
to ta l p o p u la tio n  o f  2 ,9 3 3 ,0 0 1 . I t  is, in  an. 
a d v a n c e d  s ta g e  o f  c iv iliz a tio n , a n d  h a s  
n u m e ro u s  in d u s tr ie s , in c lu d in g  th e  m a n u - . 
fa c tu re  o f  s i lk s  a n d  c o tto n s , a n d  b r o c a d e s  a t  j 
B u rh a n p u r , a n d  th e  sm e lt in g  o f  la r g e  q u a n 
tit ie s  o f  iron  in  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  S ta te . 
T h e  S in d h ia  fa m ily , w h o  ru le  o v e r  th is  S ta te  ! 
a n d  h a v e  d o n e  s o  fo r  m a n y  g e n e ra t io n s , w a s  
fo u n d e d  b y  o n e  R a n a g i  S in d h ia , w h o se  fa th e r  
w a s  th e  h e a d m a n  o f  a  s m a ll v i l la g e  in  the 
D e c c a n , in  S o u th e rn  In d ia . H e  c o n tr iv e d  
to  g e t  a n  a p p o in tm e n t in  th e  h o u se h o ld  o f  
th e  lo c a l P e s h w a , a n d  q u ic k ly  ro s e  to  the 
c o m m a n d  o f  h is  b o d y g u a rd . O n  b e h a l f  o f  
h is  m a s te r  h e  m a d e  n u m e ro u s  fo ra g in g  e x 
p e d itio n s  in to  H in d u s ta n , a n d  d u r in g  o n e  o f  
th e se  r a id s  m a n a g e d  to  o b ta in  p o s se ss io n  o f  
th e  la n d s  w h ic h  n o w  fo rm  th e  p r in c ip a l p o r
tio n  o f  th e  S t a te  o f  G w a lio r . O n  h is  d e a th , 
D a u la t  R a o  S in d h ia , w h o  s u c c e e d e d  h im  in 
th e  c o n tro l o f  th e  S ta te , e n te re d  in to  an  
a l lia n c e  w ith  th e  R a ja h  o f  B e r a r  to  o p p o se  
th e  g ro w th  o f  th e  B r it is h  p o w e r  in  In d ia . 
T h e ir  c o m b in e d  fo rc e s  w e re , h o w e v e r , c o m 
p le te ly  ro u te d  b y  S i r  A rth u r  W e lle s le y , a f te r 
w a rd s  D u k e  o f  W e llin g to n , a t  th e  w o rld - 
fa m o u s  b a tt le  o f  A s s a y e  in 18 0 3 , a n d  th e  
p o w e r  o f  th e  M a h a r r a t a  c o n fe d e r a c y  fo r  e v e r

c ru sh e d , w h ils t  S in d h ia  w a s  fo rc e d  to  s ig n  a  
t r e a ty  b y  w h ic h  h e  re lin q u ish e d  h is  p o s s e s 
s io n s  in  fa v o u r  o f  G r e a t  B r ita in . T w o  y e a r s  
la te r , h o w e v e r , th e  p ro v in c e s  o f  G w a lio r  a n d  
G a h a d  w e re  re s to re d  to  h im , u n d e r  th e  p ro 
te c tio n  o f  th e  In d ia n  G o v e rn m e n t.

In  D e c e m b e r , 18 4 3 , d u r in g  th e  r e g e n c y  o f  
th e  R a ja h  M u g a t  R a o  ,S jp d h ia ,  th e  lo c a l 
n a t iv e  fo rc e s  o f  th e  S t a te  re v o lte d  a g a in s t  th e  
B r i t i s h ,  a n d  tw o  p itc h e d  b a t t le s  w e re  fo u g h t  
b e tw e e n  th e  Im p e r ia l  tro o p s  a n d  th e  r e b e ls , 
w h ic h  e n d e d  in  th e  to ta l d e fe a t  o f  th e  
m u tin o u s  tro o p s .

O n  th e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  G r e a t  M u t in y , in 
M a y , 18 5 7 ,  th e  G w a lio r  c o n t in g e n t  w a s  o n e  
o f  th e  fir s t  to  jo in  w ith  th e  r e b e l s ; b u t  s in c e  
th a t  t im e  th e  S t a te  h a s  re m a in e d  lo y a l  to  th e 
B r it is h  C ro w n .

T h e  p re se n t  M a h a r a ja h  o f  th e  S ta te , 
M a d h o v a  R a o  S in d h ia , G .C .S .I ., s u c c e e d e d  in 
th e  c o n tro l o f  th e  S t a te  in  J u ly ,  18 8 6 , a n d  is  
a  c h ie fta in  o f  th e  s e c o n d  c la s s , r e c e iv in g  a  
s a lu te  o f  tw e n ty -o n e  g u n s  in s id e  a n d  n in e 
te e n  w ith o u t h is  o w n  te rr ito r ie s . D u r in g  h is  
m in o r ity  G w a lio r  w a s  a d m in is te re d  b y  a  
C o u n c il o f  R e g e n c y  w h ic h  la s te d  u n til 18 9 4 ,

I w h en  h e  v .a s  e n tru s te d  w ith  th e  e n t ire  co n - 
i tro l o f  th e  S ta te .

T h e  c a p it a l  is  th e  c ity  o f  th e  s a m e  n a m e , 
s itu a te d  o n  th e  In d ia n  M id la n d  R a i lw a y ,  
s e v e n ty - s ix  m ile s  so u th  o f  A g r a .

Currency.— S a m e  a s  In d ia .
S t a m p s  fir s t  is s u e d  in  18 8 5 .

( To be continued .)

The Postal System
and Stamps of morocco — continued
B y  O T T O  R O M M E L ,  Doctor o f L a w . Translated by F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

I I .  T h e  S t a m p s  o f  B r it is h  P o s t  O ffices  

T  T P  to  th e  e n d  o f  18 8  s o r d in a r y  E n g l is h  
I I  s ta m p s  w e re  u se d  in  T a n g ie r s ,  b u t  1 

a m  s o rry  to  s a y  th a t I a m  u n a b le  to  
g iv e  a n y  p a r t ic u la r s  a s  to  th e  k in d  o f  o b 
lite ra t in g  s ta m p  u s e d . I t  is  e v e n  p o s s ib le  
th a t  le t te r s  h a n d e d  in  in  T a n g ie r s  w e re  
n o t p o s tm a rk e d  u n til th e ir  a r r iv a l  a t  G ib r a l 
ta r . F r o m  18 5 9  o n w a rd s  th e  G ib r a lt a r  
p o s tm a rk  c o n s is te d  o f  th e  re fe re n c e  n u m b e r  
“ A  2 6 ,"  in  a n  o v a l  fra m e  w ith  th ic k  lin e s  
ru n n in g  a c r o s s  i t .*

O n  1  J a n u a r y ,  18 8 6 , th e  fir s t  is s u e  o f  
s ta m p s  fo r  G ib r a lt a r  to o k  p l a c e ; s ta m p s  o f  
B e r m u d a  w e r e  u s e d  o v e rp r in te d  G i b r a l t a r  
in  black.

D e fin ite  s ta m p s  in s c r ib e d  G i b r a l t a r  w e re  
iss u e d  fro m  th e  e n d  o f  18 8 6  u n til A p r i l ,  
18 8 7  ; th e  £ d . w a s  is s u e d  in  F e b r u a r y ,  th e

* For particulars see article on ** British Stamps Used 
Abroad,'*- G .S . IV ., No. 1 4 6 .— E d .  G .S .W .

i s . in  M a r c h , a n d  th e  4d . in  A p r i l  o f  18 8 7 . 
B o th  s e t s  w e re  in  E n g l is h  c u r re n c y , b u t  in  
J u l y ,  18 8 9 , th e  s e c o n d  se t  w a s  o v e rp r in te d  
w ith  th e  v a lu e  in  S p a n is h  c u r re n c y . T h is  
s e t  w a s  so o n  s u p e rs e d e d  b y  a n o th e r  is s u e  in 
S p a n is h  c u r re n c y , to  w h ic h  w e re  a d d e d  tw o  
m o re  v a lu e s  (2 0  c . a n d  2  p e s .)  in  18 9 5 , w h e n  
th e  c o lo u r  o f  th e  1 p e s e ta  w a s  a ls o  c h a n g e d . 
T h e  d a te s  o f  is s u e  o f  th e  s e v e r a l  v a lu e s  o f  
t h is  p e rm a n e n t is s u e  in  S p a n is h  c u r r e n c y  
w e re  a s  f o l l o w s :—

S c . ,  i o c . ,  s  p . 
1 pes.
40 c.
25 c. and 75 c. 
50 c.

. N ovem ber, 1889. 
D ecem ber, 1889. 
F e b ru ary , 1890. 

. A p ril, 1890.

. Ju n e , 1890.

A l l  th e s e  s ta m p s  w e r e  a u th o riz e d  fo r  u se  
in  t h e  B r i t i s h  O ffic e s  o p e n  in  M o ro c c o , but 
it  is  v e r y  d o u b tfu l i f  a l l  v a lu e s  w e re  obtain-* 
a b le  a t  th o s e  o ffic e s . P e r s o n a lly  1 h a v e  in  
m y  p o s se ss io n  o n ly  o n e  e n v e lo p e  F ra n k e d
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w ith  5 c . o f  th e  N o v e m b e r  18 8 9  is s u e , a n d  
a  2 0 c .  18 9 5  i s s u e ;  th e  p o s tm a rk  is  ro u n d  
a n d  re a d s  “ t a n g j e r , 9  S e p t . 9 7 .”

In  18 9 8  th e  ra te  o f  e x c h a n g e  w a s  ta k e n  a t 
10  c e n tim o s  to  id . ,  b u t it co n tin u e d  to  fa ll 
s o  ra p id ly  th at a  n ew  is s u e  w a s  g o t  o u t fo r 
G ib r a lta r ,1 th is  t im e  in  B r it is h  c u r re n c y . F o r  
M o ro c c o  it w a s , h o w e v e r , n e c e s s a r y  to  re ta in  
th e  v a lu e  in S p a n is h  c u r re n c y , so  it b e c a m e  
n e c e s s a r y  to  d is t in g u is h  in  so m e  m a n n e r  th e 
s ta m p s  b o u g h t  in  M o ro c c o . T o  th is  e n d  th e  
re m a in d e r  o f  th e  “ c e n t im o s ”  is s u e  o f  G ib 
ra lta r  c a m e  in  re m a r k a b ly  w ell.

O n 1 Ju n e ,  18 9 8 , th e  G ib r a lt a r  is s u e s  o f  
18 8 9 -9 5  w e re  iss u e d  fo r  u s e  in  M o ro c c o , 
o v e rp r in te d  “ M o ro c c o  A g e n c ie s ”  in  tw o  
lin es .

Morocco

Agencies5 CENTIMOS

Wmk. Crown C  A . Black surcharge. 
5 centim os, green.

10  ,,  carm ine.
20  ,, olive-green and brown.
25 „  ultram arine.
40 ,, orange-brown.
50 , ,  lilac.

1 peseta, bistre and ultram arine.
2 ,,  black and carm ine.

T h e  s ta m p s  o f  G ib r a lta r , w h ic h  w e re  a ls o  
o v e rp r in te d  fo r  M o ro c c o , w e r e  p r in te d  in 
sh e e ts  o f  1 2 0  s ta m p s , c o m p o se d  o f  tw o  
p a n e s , e a c h  c o n ta in in g  10  h o riz o n ta l ro w s  o f  
6  s ta m p s  e a c h . T h e  p la te  n u m b e r  “  2 ”  m a y  
b e  fo u n d  in  fo u r  p la c e s  o n  th e  m a rg in . B y  
re a so n  o f  th is  p la te  n u m b e r  w e  a r e  le d  to  
b e lie v e  th a t  a l l  th e  v a lu e s  w e r e  p r in te d  fro m  
th e  s a m e  k e y -p la te , th e  in d ic a t io n  o f  v a lu e  
b e in g  p r in te d  in  s e p a r a te ly . T o  th e  s a m e  
c a u s e  I a t t r ib u te  th e  fa c t  th a t  in  th e  5, to , 
2 5 , 40 , a n d  50  c e n tim o s  v a lu e s  th e  in d ic a t io n  
o f  v a lu e  is  s o m e tim e s  in  a  l ig h t e r  s h a d e  th a n  
th e  s ta m p s  t h e m s e lv e s ; a n d  fu rth e r, th e  
v a lu e  in  2 0  c e n tim o s  is  k n o w n  in  b o th  reseda 
a n d  olive-green.

O th e r  th a n  th o se  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e  th e re  
a r e  n o  s t r ik in g  v a r ie t ie s  o f  s h a d e , b u t th e  
fo llo w in g  m a y  b e  re fe rre d  to  in  p a s s in g  :—

20 centimos, olive and brownish olive.
20 „ olive and brown.
20 ,, olive-green.
25 dull ultramarine.
25 deep ultramarine.
40 „ orange-brown.
4°  „ reddish frown.

1 peseta, light brown and ultramarine.
1 „ yellow-brown and ultramarine

B u t  r e a l ly  th e  s h a d e s  d if fe r  s o  s l ig h t ly  
th a t th e y  a r e  n o t  w o rth  t ro u b lin g  a b o u t ,

m a n y  o f  th e  d iffe re n t  co lo u r  n a m e s  b e in g  
s y n o n y m o u s .

A t  fir s t  th e  o v e rp r in t in g  o f  th e  w o rd s  
“  M o ro c c o  A g e n c ie s  "  w a s  d o n e  in  th e  o ffice  
o f  th e  G ibraltar Chronicle in  c o m p le te  sh e e ts  
o f  1 2 0  s ta m p s .

In  th e  firs t  p r in t in g  th e re  w e re  tw o  m in o r 
v a r ie t ie s  in th e  o v e rp r in t.

(i.) T h e  tw elfth  s ta m p  o f  th e  s ix th  h o ri
zo n ta l ro w  (i.e . N o . 7 2  on  th e  sh e e t, 
o r  N o . 3 6  o f  th e  r ig h t - h a n d  p a n e )  h a s  
a n  in v e rte d  “ V , ”  in s te a d  o f  a n  “ A ,” 
in th e  w o rd  “  A g e n c ie s .”

(ii.)  In  th e  e ig h th  s ta m p  o f  th e e ig h th  
h o riz o n ta l ro w  (i.e . N o . 9 2  o n  th e  sh e e t, 
o r  N o . 4 4  o f  th e  r ig h t-h a n d  p a n e )  th e 
“ s ”  in  “ A g e n c ie s ”  h a s  a  lo n g  ta il .

T h e  fo llo w in g  th re e  v a lu e s —
40 centim os, reddish brown,
50 centim os, lilac,

I peseta, light brown and blue,

a r e  k n o w n  w ith  th e  o v e rp r in t  in blue-black, 
o fte n  c a lle d  deep blue. T h e s e  m u st h a v e  
b e e n  a  p o rtio n  o f  th e  first p r in t in g , a lth o u g h  
th e  p o in t h a s  b e e n  d isc u s se d  a n d  th e re  a re  
m a n y  w h o  d o  not th in k  so. I t  fo llo w s , th e re 
fo re , th a t th e  tw o  v a r ie t ie s  re fe rre d  to  a b o v e  
m u s t  a ls o  e x is t  w ith  the blue-black o v e r 
p r in t .*

A  s e c o n d  p r in t in g  w a s  so o n  n e c e s s a ry , 
a n d  n a tu r a l ly  th e  tw o  v a r ie t ie s  w e re  c o r 
re c te d , b u t s a d  to  re la te  th e re  o c c u r re d  n o  
fe w e r  th a n  th re e  o th e rs , w h ic h  a r e  fo u n d  on  
a l l  v a lu e s  w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  th e  5 0  c e n t i
m o s . T h e y  a r e  a s  fo llo w s  : —

(iii.)  N a r ro w  “  M  ”  in  “  M o r o c c o ”  ; o c c u rs  
in  th e  to p  le ft-h a n d  c o rn e r  s ta m p  o f  th e  
s h e e t  (i.e . N o . 1 ) .

( iv .)  “ g ”  in  “ A g e n c ie s ”  w ith  p ro je c t in g  
s e r i f  m is s in g ; o c c u rs  o n  th e  s e c o n d  
s ta m p  o f  th e  s ix th  h o riz o n ta l ro w  (i.e . 
N o . 6 2  o f  th e  sh e e t, o r  N o . 3 2  o f  the 
le ft-h a n d  p a n e ) .

(v .)  “ e n ”  in  “ A g e n c ie s ”  jo in e d  b y  a  
h y p h e n  ; o c c u rs  o n  th e  e le v e n th  s ta m p  
o f  th e  fo u rth  h o riz o n ta l ro w  (i.e . N o . 47 
o f  th e  sh e e t, o r  N o . 2 3  o f  th e  r ig h t-  
h a n d  p an e).

I t  is  n o t  k n o w n  w h e th e r  th e re  w a s  a  
th ird  p r in t in g  in  G ib r a lt a r  o r  n o t. A  p o in t  
in  fa v o u r  o f  th e re  h a v in g  b e e n  o n e  w a s  
p o in te d  o u t to  m e  b y  a  c a r e fu l a n d  p a in s 
t a k in g  s p e c ia lis t , w h o  to ld  m e  th a t  h e  h a d  
s e e n  c o p ie s  o f  th e  5 a n d  4 0  c e n t im o s , in 
w h ic h  th e  “ n *  in  “ A g e n c ie s ”  a p p e a rs  to  le a n  
s l ig h t ly  to w a rd s  th e  le ft. U n fo r tu n a te ly  n o  
la r g e  b lo c k s  a r e  o b ta in a b le  in  o rd e r  th a t  
w e  m ig h t  t r y  to  d e te rm in e  th e  p o s it io n  on  
t h e  s h e e t  o f  th is  v a r ie ty . I t  i s  q u ite  c o n 
c e iv a b le  th a t  th e  v a r ie t y  m a y  e x is t  o n  o th e r

* 1 his point may be regarded as beyond discussion,^as 
we have lately seen both varieties with clue-black ow p n n t  
in a  highly specialized collection now in our Collections 
Register.?— En. G .S .IV .
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v a lu e s , b u t  re s e a r c h  o n  t h is  p o in t i s  s t ill 
g o in g  on .

B e s id e s  th e  c o n s ta n t  v a r ie t ie s  e n u m e ra te d  
a b o v e , th e re  a r e  m a n y  o th e r s  w h ic h  a r e  n o t 
c o n s ta n t , a n d  w h ic h  a r e  n o th in g  m o re  th a n  
e r r o r s  in  p r in t in g  d u e  to  th e  c a r e le s s n e s s  
w ith  w h ic h  th a t  o p e ra tio n  w a s  c a r r ie d  o u t. 
I t  is im p o s s ib le  to  g iv e  a  c o m p le te  l is t  o f  
th e s e  v a r ie t ie s , b u t  th e  fo llo w in g  a r e  so m e  
o f  th e  m o re  im p o rta n t . I  h a v e  g le a n e d  
in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t  th e m  fr o m  th e  p h ila te lic  
p r e s s , fro m  D r . M a y , a n d  fro m  m y  o w n  
o b s e rv a t io n s .

5 c . a n d  4 0  c . T h e  to p  r ig h t-h a n d  p o in t 
o f .th e  “  M  ”  in  “  M o r o c c o ”  h a s  n o  s e r if, 
a n d  th e  le t te r  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  b e en  
b ro k e n  s la n tw is e . I n  th e  4 0  c . th e  
b ro k e n  p o rt io n  o f  th e  le t te r  c a n  b e  se e n  
fa in t ly , a s  it  p r a c t ic a l ly  e s c a p e d  in k in g .

40 c . T h e  to p  le ft-h a n d  s e r i f  o f  th e  “  M  ”  
in  “  M o r o c c o ”  is  m is s in g .

10  c . T h e  s e c o n d  “ o ”  in  “ M o r o c c o ”  is  
s l ig h t ly  b ro k e n  b e lo w , g iv in g  it  a lm o st  
th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a  b a d ly  fo rm e d  “  c ."

5 c . T h e  th ir d  “ o ” in  “ M o r o c c o ”  i s  im 
p e r fe c t  a t  th e  to p , b u t  i s  n o t a c tu a lly  
b ro k e n .

50  c . T h e  “ r ”  in  “ M o r o c c o ”  h a s  fa ile d  
to  p r in t ; d o ts  a b o v e  a n d  b e lo w  s h o w  
w h e re  it o u g h t  t o  b e .-  *

1 0  c . T h e  lo w e r  p a r t  o f  th e  “ s ”  in  
“  A g e n c ie s  ”  h a s ,  p rin ted }* b u t  n o t  th e  
u p p e r  part-.* *  »

2 0 0 .  i jT h e  “ g ”  in  “ A g e n c ie s ”  h a s  a  
th ic k e n e d  s e r if.

1 0  c . T h e  “  g  ”  in  “ A g e n c ie s  ”  h a s  a lm o st  
fa ile d  to  p rin t.

1  p . U n d e r  th e  “ c ”  in  “ A g e n c ie s ”  th e re  
is  a  d o t.

5 c . O n ly  th e  u p p e r  a n d  lo w e r  e x tre m it ie s  
o f  th e  “ g ”  in  “ A g e n c ie s ”  a r e  v is ib le .

50  c . T h e  w h o le  s u rc h a r g e  is  s h ifte d  to  
th e  le ft , s o  th a t  o n ly  h a l f  o f  th e  tw o  
c a p it a l  le t te r s  is  v is ib le  o n  th e  s ta m p s  ; 
it  fo llo w s  th a t  th e  o th e r  h a l f  m u st  b e  on  
th e  n e x t  s ta m p  o n  th e  le ft .

( To be continued.)

Postal methods and means during 
the American Civil lllar, 1861—5
B y  W. W A R D  {.a l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .)

C o n fe d e ra te  P o s t a l  A f fa ir s  in  1 8 6 1—continued

IN  18 9 8  a  T e x a s  c o lle c to r  d is c o v e re d  th a t  
th e  o ld  C o n fe d e ra te  P o s tm a s te r  w a s  s t ill 
a l iv e , a n d  e v e n  r e s id in g  in  th e  s a m e  

S t a te .  A s  s o  li t t le  w a s  k n o w n  o f f ic ia lly  o f  th e  
p o s ta l  a f fa ir s  o f  th e  e x t in c t  C o n fe d e r a c y , th is  
g e n t le m a n , a  M r . B r a d le y ,  w ro te  to  a s k  
e x -P o s t m a s t e r  R e a g a n  fo r  a n y  in fo rm a tio n  
h e  c o u ld  g iv e  h im . S o  in te re s t in g  w a s  th e  
r e p ly  th a t  1  t a k e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  g iv in g  it.

T e x a s , 29/9/98.
Dea r  S ir ,

I  am  in  receipt o f  your inquiries dated  23rd  
in st., and in  reply you a re  especially  advised  as 
fo llo w s : F irst . W hen the P ost O ffice o f  the 
Confederate S ta te s  assum ed control o f  the postal 
service in  those Sta tes  ( i  Ju n e , 18 6 1)  a l l post
m asters in  that territory w ho had been actin g 
under the au th o rity  and direction o f  the Post
m aster-G eneral o f  the U n ited  Sta tes  w ere in 
structed b y  m e to  continue in  the d ischarge o f  
the ir duties a s  postm asters u n der the Confederate 
S ta te s  G overn m ent, and to send in to the depart
m ent in m y ch arge th e ir nam es, w ith  the nam es 
o f  their respective post offices, in  order that new 
com m issions m igh t b e  issued.

M y  official report to  P resid en t D a v is , dated 
2 7 th  o f  N ovem ber, 18 6 1 ,  show s that the whole 
num ber o f  post offices in  the Confederate States 
on the 1st o f  Tune, 18 6 1 , w as 8 4 1 1 ,  an d that up 
to  the date o f  the report there had  been 4 9 1 re
sign ation s o f  appointm ents he ld  under the G overn 
m ent o f  the U nited Sta tes, so that it appears that

m ore than  ninety per cent o f  the old  postm asters 
held over under the Confederate Sta tes  G overn 
m ent. It  w as the custom , h ow ever, not to issue 
new  com m issions until after the proper executions 
an d filin g  o f  new bonds.

M y  report before m entioned states that “  the 
inaccuracy in  the execution  o f  the bonds o f  p o s t ' 
m asters has delayed the issue o f  com m issions to 
m any o f  those w ho h ave  been appointed.** A n 
other cause o f  delay  in the issues o f  com m issions 
m ay h ave been caused b y  the insufficient num ber 
o f  em ployees, the departm ent h av in g  been or* 
ganized w hen but seven  S ta te s  com posed the 
C on federacy, an d  w ith in  a  short period after four 
other S ta te s  w ere adm itted, w hich quite doubled 
the w ork  o f  the departm ent w ithout an y  increase 
o f  clerica l h e lp  for a  considerable tim e.

So m e delay  m ay  h a v e  occurred in  procuring 
b lan k  com m issions, a s  I  notice that m y report o f  
27th  N ovem ber, 1 8 6 1 ,  states that “ the num ber 
o f  orders for b lan ks w hich h ave not been fur
n ished, in  consequence o f  the inability  o f  the con* 
tractors to  obtain  paper and h ave the printing 
done in  tim e to m eet the w ants o f  the depart
m ent, is  646.** I  cannot state w h at particular 
b lan ks w ere not furnished as  fast a s  needed.

Second. N o  auth ority  w as conferred officia lly  
on the postm asters to  issue stam ps. S u ch  stam ps 
as w ere issued b y  them w as done entirely upon 
their own responsibility. M y  proclam ation, as
sum ing control o f  the postal serv ice in the C on 
federate S u t e s ,  expressly  m entions that “ until 
supplies o f  postage stam ps and stam ped envelopes 
are  procured for the prepaym ent o f  postage w ith 
the Confederate S ta te s, all postage must be pre
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paid in m oney under the provisions o f  the first 
section o f  an A ct approved 1st  M arch, 1 8 6 1 .”

Soon after the organization o f  the Confederate 
States G overnm ent, the coin o f  the country began 
to d isappear to a  great extent from circulation. 
T h is  rendered the [pre ? *  paym ent o f postage 
difficult ,in  the absence o f stam ps, and as the 
Confederate States T reasury  notes in certain sums 
w ere by la w  receivable in paym ent o f postage, 
and as it could not be reafcpnjibly e ijiected  that 
postm asters should furnish coin  in exchan g ^ jor 
them on account o f its scarc ity  (and akoon  
account o f the difference in value), I stated in the 
report referred to that it w as necessary “  to leave 
it to postm asters and persons p ay in g  postage to 
arrange betw een themselves the m anner in w hich 
these notes m ay be used.”  U nder this condition 
occurred the issuance o f local stam ps and stam ped 
envelopes b y  quite a num ber o f  Confederate 
postm asters.

Yours very  tru ly ,
J o h n  H .  R e a g a n .

E x - P o s t m a s t e r -G e n e r a l  R e a g a n ’s  le t te r  is 
e x tre m e ly  in te re s t in g , b u t h is  rep o rt to  le a v e  
th e  s e tt le m e n t o f  w h a t  k in d  th e  p a y m e n t fo r  
th e  s ta m p s  s h o u ld  p a r ta k e  o f, w a s  ra th e r  a  
n o v e l w a y  o f  p u ttin g  o f f  a n y  r e s p o n s ib il ity  o n  
to  th e  s h o u ld e rs  o f  th e p o s tm a ste r s . It  
m u st b e  r e m e m b e re d  th a t th e  p o s tm a ste rs  
h a d  to  p a y  fo r  th e ir  s to c k  o f  s ta m p s  in c o in , 
the Confederacy refusing to accept its own 
notes.

A  m o st ir re g u la r  s itu a t io n  b e c a m e  p ro - 
o u n d e d . A  p e rso n  h a d  a  le t t e r  to  p o st , b u t 
a d  n o  c a s h , o n ly  th e  C o n fe d e r a te  n o te s . 

T h e  p o s tm a ste r  n a tu r a l ly  r e fu s e s  th is  k in d  o f  
c u r re n c y  b e c a u s e  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  w ill n o t  
r e c e iv e  it fro m  h im . T h e  s e n d e r  th e n  p r o 
p o s e s  to  re c e iv e  8 4 .9 0  in p o s t a g e  s ta m p s  in  
lie u  o f  c h a n g e  o f  h is  8 5  n o te , th e  le t te r  
b e in g  10  c . T h e  p o s tm a s te r  c a n n o t  d o  th is  
e ith e r, b e c a u s e  h e  m u st  n e c e s s a r ily  lo s e  o n  
th e  tra n sa c t io n  in  h is  tu rn , h a v in g  to  p a y  
c a s h  to  th e  G o v e rn m e n t . H o w e v e r , o u r  
o ffic ia l fr ie n d  s e e s  a  w a y  o u t  o f  th e  d iffic u lty  
b y  o ffe r in g  to  m a rk  th e  le t te r  p a id , a n d  
m a r k  fo rty -n in e  e n v e lo p e s  s im ila r ly  fo r  
fu tu re  u se , in  re tu rn  fo r  th e  ig n o m in io u s  
f iv e - d o l la r  C o n fe d e ra te  n o te . T h u s  w e  
h a v e  th e  h is to r y  o f  th e  a d v e n t  o f  th e  
L o c a l E n v e lo p e s . F u r t h e r  th a n  th is , m a n y  
p o s tm a ste rs  is s u e d  p r o v is io n a l a d h e s iv e  
s ta m p s , th e s e  b e in g  fo r  th e  to w n s  o f  B e a u 
m o n t, G o l ia d ,  H e le n a , In d e p e n d e n c e , a n d  
V ic to r ia , in  T e x a s ; D a n v il le , E m o r y ,  
F r e d e r ic k s b u r g ,  G re e n w o o d , L y n c h b u r g , 
P e te r s b u rg , P it t s y lv a n ia , P le a s a n t  S h a d e , 
a n d  S a le m , in  V ir g in ia  ; K in g s to n , K n o x 
v ille , M e m p h is , N a s h v il le , R h e a to w n , a n d  
T e lh c o  P la in s ,  in  T e n n e s s e e  ; A th e n s  a n d  
M a c o n , in  G e o r g ia  ; '  B r id g e v i l le ,  G r o v e  H ill ,  
G re e n v ille , M o b ile , a n d  U n io n to w n , in  A l a 
b a m a ;  B a t o n  R o u g e , in  L o u is ia n a  ; C h a r le s 
ton  a n d  S p a r ta n b u rg , in  S o u th  C a r o l in a ; 
a n d  L e n o ir , M a d is o n , a n d  M a r io n , in  N o rth  
C a ro lin a . T h e  p o s tm a s te r  a t  N e w  O rle a n s

a ls o  iss u e d  a  c o u p le  o f  s ta m p s , b u t th e se  
c a n n o t  b e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  C o n fe d e r a te  iss u e s , 
a s  N e w  O rle a n s  w a s  o u t o f  th e  U n io n , 
a c c o r d in g ly  w ith  L in c o ln ’s  d e c la ra t io n  o f  
I J a n u a r y ,  18 6 3 , w h ic h  s p e c ia lly  m en tio n s  
L o u is ia n a  w ith  the exception o f N ew  
Orleans.

T h e  a fo re m e n tio n e d  l ith o g ra p h e d  s ta m p s  
o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  S t a te s  w e re  issu e d  on  
15  O c to b e r , 1 8 6 1 ,  b u t  th e  s u p p lie s  w e re  so  
m e a g r e  th a t  m a n y  p o st  o ffic e s  w e re  so ld  o u t 
o f  th em  in  a  fe w  d a y s ,  a n d  w e re  o b lig e d  to 
h a v e  re c o u rs e  to  th e  “  h o m e -m a d e  ’ ’ p r o v i
s io n a l s ta m p s  a n d  e n v e lo p e s .

C o n fe d e ra te  F in a n c e s

In  J u n e , 1 8 6 1 ,  th e  C o n fe d e r a te  T r e a s u r y  
is s u e d  so m e  8 10 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  w o rth  o f  n o te s  to  
m e e t  th e  d e m a n d s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  o ffic ia l 
d e p a rtm e n ts . D u r in g  th e  fo llo w in g  tw e lv e  
m o n th s  th e  to ta l o f  n o te s  issu e d  w a s  
8 2 13 ,9 0 4 ,0 0 0 .

F in a n c ia l  m a tte r s  v e r y  so o n  c a m e  to  a  
c r is is ,  a n d  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  b e c a m e  o b lig e d  
to  re fu s e  to  a c c e p t  its  o w n  b o n d s . N a t u r a lly  
a l l  t r a d e s , b u s in e s s e s , o r  p r o fe s s io n s  w e re  a t  
a  s ta n d s t ill . T a x e s  w e re  a n  im p o s s ib ility  ; 
fo r  th e  m o st  p a rt  p e o p le  h a d  n o t th e  w h e r e 
w ith a l to  pajr th e m . C r o p s  w e re  n o t a tte n d e d  
to , a n d  th e  im p o rta tio n  o f  fo re ig n  fo o d stu ffs  
w a s  m a d e  d iffic u lt  b y  th e  n a t io n a l a r m y  o n  
th e  la n d  fro n t ie r s  a n d  th e  n a v y  o n  th e  c o a s t  
E v e n  so o n  a f te r  th e  issu e  o f  th e  p a p e r  c u r 
r e n c y  it s  v a lu e  d ro p p e d  2 0  p e r  c e n t . In  
o r d e r  to  sh o w  th e  c o n t in u a l d e c r e a s e  in v a lu e  
o f  th e  C o n fe d e r a te  n o te s , th e  fo llo w in g  w e r e  
th e  c u rre n t  e q u iv a le n ts  d u r in g  th e  th re e  a n d  
a  h a l f  y e a r s  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s :—
U p  to D ecem ber 1 8 6 1 ,  $ 1 2 0  p a p e r= $ 1 0 0  co in . 
D ec. 18 6 1 to D ec. 186 2 , $ 3 0 0  - „  =  ,,
D ec. 186 2  to D ec. 18 6 3 , $ 19 0 0  , ,  =  , ,
Dec. 1 864 to M ar. 18 6 5 ,8 5 0 0 0  , ,  =  „
M ar. 186 5 to A p l. 18 6 5 ,8 6 0 0 0  , ,  =  ,,

A p r il, 18 6 5 , valueless.

S o  s c a r c e  h a d  h a r d  c o in  b e c o m e  th a t  
s e lle r s  m a d e  a  s t ip u la t io n  a s  to  w h a t  k in d  o f  
c u r r e n c y  p a y m e n t  fo r  th e  a r t ic le s  m u st b e  
m a d e  in . In  m a n y  o f  th e  n o rth e rn m o st  a n d  
w e s te rn  S t a te s  a f t e r  18 6 2 , c o in  w a s  p r a c t i 
c a l ly  u n k n o w n . T o  a d d  to  th e  s h o r tn e s s  o f  
t h is  v e r y  n e c e s s a r y  m o d e  o f  e x c h a n g e , 
a r t ic le s  o f  fo o d  re a c h e d  fa m in e  p r ic e s , a s  
m u c h  a s  8 7 0  b e in g  d e m a n d e d  a n d  p a id  fo r  a  
s m a ll b a r re l  o f  flo u r.

A  p o o r  w o m a n  is  s a id  to  h a v e  g o n e  to  a  
s to re k e e p e r , a n d  h a v in g  a s k e d  th e  p r ic e  o f  
s o m e  c o m m o d ity , s a id  s h e  c o u ld  n o t a f fo rd  
to  p a y  w h a t  w a s  d e m a n d e d . C re d it  w a s  
a s k e d , b u t re fu se d . “  B u t  w h a t  s h a ll I d o  ? 
I h a v e  s e v e n  c h ild re n  a n d  th e y  m u st b e  
fe d ,”  u r g e d  th e  p o o r  c re a tu re . “  1 d o n ’t 
k n o w , m a d a m , u n le s s  y o u  e a t  y o u r  c h ild re n ,”  
w a s  th e  h e a r t le s s  re p ly .

I t  is  h a r d ly  to  b e  e x p e c te d  th a t  p e o p le  
u n a b le  to  a ffo rd  th e  n e c e s s it ie s  o f  l i fe  c o u ld
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in d u lg e  o ften  in th e  lu x u ry  o f  c o m m u n ic a t in g  
w ith  so m e  d ista n t  fr ien d .

N o t  th a t  I su p p o se  th e  p e o p le  w e re  s o  u n 
p a tr io t ic  a s  n ot to  a c c e p t  th e  g o o d w ill o f  the 
G o v e rn m e n t ’s  lia b ility , b u t a  v o te  o f  c re d it  
on  a  c o n c e rn  th a t  h a s  n o  s ta tu s , n o r  e v e n  
m u ch  p ro sp e c t  fo r  o n e , n e e d s  a c c e p t in g  w ith  
m o re  th a n  a  litt le  sa lt . D re a m y  id e a lit ie s  
a re  p le a s a n t  th o u g h ts , b u t so lid , s u b s ta n t ia l 
r e a lit ie s  a r e  m u ch  m o re  d ig e s t iv e . A l l  co in  
w a s  re q u ire d  b y  the G o v e rn m e n t  fo r  th e  
w a r, to  p ro v id e  a rm s , am m u n itio n , a n d  sh ip s ,

w h ic h  w e re  n e a r ly  a l l  p ro c u re d  in E n g la n d . 
A t  th e  e n d  o f  18 6 2  a  ta x  o f  n o  le s s  th an  
25  p e r  c e n t  w a s  im p o se d  u p o n  b a n k s , c o m 
p a n ie s , o r  in d iv id u a ls  p o s s e s s in g  c o in  in, 
e x c e s s  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  $ 2 0 0 . A n y  p e rso n  
n ot a c k n o w le d g in g  h is  “ t r e a s u r e  t r o v e ” —  
p ro v id e d  lie  w a s  fo u n d  out^-A vas m a d e  to  
d is g o r g e  a ll a b o v e  S S iq jjto  th e  C o n fe d e ra c y .

H a v in g  th u s  jg iv e n  a' fa ir  p ic tu re  o f  th e  
c o n d it io n  o f  a f lh ir s , m y  s u b s e q u e n t  n a r r a 
t iv e s  w il l  b e  m o re  e a s i ly  u n d e rsto o d .

(T o be continued.)

The Genus Homo in Philately — continued
B y  B E R T R A M  W. H. P O O L E

T H E  n e x t g re a t  d iv is io n  o f  m a n k in d  w e  
h a v e  to  c o n s id e r  is  th e  M o n g o lic . T h e  
ra c e s  c o m p ris e d  in  th is  d iv is io n  a r e  

ty p ic a l ly  c h a ra c te r iz e d  b y  y e llo w is h  s k in , 
b ro a d , fla t  fe a tu re s , p ro m in e n t c h e e k  b o n e s , 
o b liq u e ,a lm o n d -s h a p e d  e y e s , w ith  b la c k ,la n k , 
an d  c o a rs e  h a ir . T h e  J a p a n e s e  b e lo n g  to  th e  
N o rth e rn  M o n g o lia n  fa m ily  o f  th is  c la s s . 
T h e  b e s t  e th n o lo g ic a l a u th o r it ie s  a r e  o f  th e  
o p in io n  th a t th e  ra c e  o r ig in a te d  in  C o re a , 
w h e n c e  th e y  s p r e a d  to  J a p a n  a n d  d is p o s 
s e s se d  th e  A in u  a b o r ig in e s  a b o u t th e  d a w n  o f  
th e  C h r is t ia n  e ra . T h e y  a r e  th e  m o st e n te r 
p r is in g  a n d  c iv il iz e d  r a c e  in  A s ia , a n d  a r e

n o w  a  p o w e r  to  b e  re c k o n e d  w ith  in w o rld  
p o lit ic s .

L ik e  m o st a n c ie n t  p e o p le s , th e y  h a v e  a  
le g e n d  to  a c c o u n t n ot o n ly  fo r  th e ir  ow n  
o r ig in , b u t a ls o  fo r  th e  o r ig in  o f  th e ir  b e lo v e d  
c o u n try — N ip p o n . A c c o r d in g  to  th is  m y th , 
w h e n  th e  w o rld  w a s  b e in g  fo rm e d , a n d  th e  
e a rth  w a s  “  lik e  th ic k  o il flo a t in g  on th e  s u r 
fa c e  o f  w a te r ,”  th e re  a ro s e  o u t o f  th is  liq u id  
m a ss  th e  ru sh  c a lle d  asi (E rian lh us japoni- 
cus), fro m  w h ich  s p r a n g  th e  la n d -fo rm in g  
g o d  w h o  re jo ic e d  in  th e  le n g th y  a p p e lla tio n  
o f  K u n i-so k o -ta ts in o -m ik o to . A fte r  h im  th e  
g o d  a n d  g o d d e s s  w h o se  p a r t ic u la r  fu n ctio n s  
a r e  th e  b a k in g  o f  m u d -e a rth  a n d  s a n d -e a rth  
w e re  c re a te d . A s  th e  asi g r o w s  q u ic k ly  in 
th e  m a r s h y  p la c e s  a ro u n d  th e  J a p a n e s e  c o a st , 
th e  g e o lo g ic a l  p ro c e s se s  o f  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  
n e w  la n d  a r e  h e re  ty p ifie d . O n e  o f  th e  n e x t  
p ro c e e d in g s  w a s  th e  m a k in g  o f  t h e ja p a n e s e  
is la n d s  b y  the g o d  a n d  g o d d e s s  Iz a n g i a n d  
Iz a n a m i— th e A d a m  a n d  E v e  o f  th e  J a p a n 

e s e — w h o  s to o d  o n  th e  h e a v e n -b r id g e  a n d  
d ip p e d  a  s p e a r  in  th e  m u d d y  w a te rs . T h e n  
th e y  r a is e d  th e  s p e a r , a n d  e a c h  d ro p  th a t  fe ll  
fro m  it fo rm e d  a n  is la n d . T h e  d iv in e  p a ir  
w e re  s o  p le a s e d  w ith  th e ir  h a n d iw o rk  th a t 
th e y  to o k  u p  th e ir  p e rm a n e n t  a b o d e  o n  th e  
la r g e s t  is la n d  a n d  b e c a m e  th e  p ro g e n ito r s  o f  
th e  p e o p le  o f  J a p a n .  T h i s  fa b le  is , p e rh a p s , 
h a r d ly  in  k e e p in g  w ith  th e  c o ld , sc ie n t if ic  
v ie w  o f  th e  a v a i la b le  fa c t s ,  b u t  it is  c e r ta in ly  
v a s t ly  m o re  e n te r ta in in g .

In  th e  k in g d o m  o f  A n n a m , w h ic h  n o w  
fo rm s  p 'art o f  th e  F r e n c h  c o lo n y  o f  In d o -  
C h in a , w e  fin d  a n o th e r  in 
te r e s t in g  r a c e  b e lo n g in g  
to  th e  S o u th e rn  M o n g o lic  
fa m ily  —  th e  A n n a m e s e .
F r o m  a l l  a c c o u n ts  th e  A n 
n a m e s e  a r e  h a r d ly  a  h a n d 
so m e  r a c e . T h e y  a r e  s h o r te r  
t h a n  t h e ir  n e ig h b o u rs , 
d a r k e r  s k in n e d  th a n  th e  
C h in e s e , a n d  w ith  c o a rs e -  
l o o k i n g  fe a tu re s . O n e  
n o t ic e a b le  p e c u lia r ity  is  th e  
g r e a te r  s e p a ra t io n  o f  th e  
b ig  to e  fro m  th e  re s t  th a n  is  fo u n d  in  a n y  
o th e r  b a re fo o te d  ra c e . T h e  n a m e  “ G ia o -  
s h i,"  b y  w h ic h  th e y  a r e  k n o w n  in  th e  E a s t ,  
m e a n s  “  s e p a ra te d  to e s ,"  a n d  a c c o rd in g  to  
a n c ie n t  C h in e s e  c h ro n ic le s  th is  c u r io u s  
fe a tu re  w a s  n o ted  s o  fa r  b a c k  a s  2 2 8 5  b .c . 
O n e w r ite r  s a y s  : “  T h e y  a r e  m o r a l ly  th e  
m o st d is a g re e a b le  o f  a l l  th e  p e o p le s  o f  
In d o -C h in a . T h e y  a r e  h e a d s tro n g , r e v e n g e 
fu l, d e c e it fu l , th ie v e s , a n d  l ia r s . T h e i r  d ir ty  
h a b its  s u rp a s s  a n y th in g  I h a v e  e v e r  se e n , 
a n d  th e ir  fo o d  is  a b o m in a b ly  n a s ty , ro tten  
fish  a n d  d o g s  b e in g  th e ir  fa v o u r ite  d ie t .”  
O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , L o r d  C u rzo n , w h ile  n ot 
d e n y in g  th a t  th e y  a r e  t r ic k y  a n d  d e c e it fu l, 
o b s e rv e s  th a t  th e y  a r e  “ h o sp ita b le , p o lite , 
l iv e ly , s e n tim e n ta l, a n d  o f  e a s y  te m p e r .”

A n o th e r  r a c e  in h a b it in g  p a r t  o f  In d o -  
C h in a  a r e  th e  C a m b o g ia n s  o r  C a m b o ja n s . 
A lth o u g h  g ro u p e d  in  th e  M o n g o lic  d iv is io n ,
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in  m a n y  r e s p e c ts  th e y  a lm o s t  a p p ro a c h  th e  
C a u c a s ic  ty p e . T h e y  a r e  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  
th e  a n c ie n t  k in g d o m  o f  C a m b o d ia , w h ic h  w a s

at o n e  t im e  a  v a s s a l  o f  S ia m . T h e  s tu p e n 
d o u s  r u in s  o f  A n g k o r  V a h t  a n d  m a n y  o th e r  
re m a in s  a r e  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  fo rm e r  g r e a t 

n e s s  o f  th is  o ld  e m p ire . T h e  fir s t  o f  th e s e  
m o n u m e n ts  c o v e r s  a  s p a c e  o f  tw e n ty  s q u a r e  
m ile s . T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c a r e fu lly  s tu d ie d  b y  
F r e n c h  a rc h a e o lo g is ts , a n d — a lth o u g h  th e  
F r e n c h  s a v a n t s  d o  n o t a c c e p t  th is  v ie w —  
th e re  a r e  g o o d  g r o u n d s  fo r  th e  b e l ie f  th a t  
th e y  w e r e  b u ilt  b y  th e  C a m b o d ia n s  u n d e r  
th e  d ire c t io n  o f  B r a h m a n  m is s io n a r ie s  fro m  
In d ia , w h o  in tro d u c e d  A r y a n  c u ltu re  a m o n g  
th e  ru d e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  c o u n try . A l l  
th is  fo rm e r  g r e a tn e s s  h a s  n o w  d is a p p e a re d . 
T h e  g r e a t  t r a v e l le r  K e a n e  s a y s  :—

“  T h e  C a m b o d ia n s  s e e m  to  h a v e  r e ta in e d  
lit t le  o f  t h e ir  fo rm e r  g r e a tn e s s , e x c e p t  a n  
o v e rw h e lm in g  p r id e  a n d  a r r o g a n c e . A  
s t ra n g e  m y s t e r y  h a n g s  o v e r  th is  r a c e , w h o , 
fu l ly  20 0 0  y e a r s  a g o , b u ilt  c it ie s  a n d  r a is e d  
m o n u m e n ts  a m id  th e  s w a m p s  o f  T o n ld -s a p , 
v y in g  in  s iz e  a n d  g r a n d e u r  w ith  th o s e  o f  
th e  M e s o p o ta m ia  a n d  N i le  v a l le y s .”

( To be continued.)

H Skeleton Colleetion
B y  J .  W. H. H E S L O P

IN  th e s e  d a y s , w h e n  th e  n u m b e r  o f  s ta m p s  
th a t  a r e  is s u e d  ru n s  in to  te n s  o f  th o u 
s a n d s , the c o l le c to r  o f  m o d e ra te  m e a n s  

fin d s  it m o re  a n d  m o re  im p o s s ib le  to  g a th e r  
e v e r y th in g . O f  s o m e  c o u n tr ie s  a n d  c o lo n ie s  
h e  m a y  h a v e  a  fu ll  p a g e , b u t th e re  a r e  p ro b 
a b ly  h e a p s  o f  p la c e s  in  h is  a lb u m  th a t  a re  a l l  
b u t b la n k . T h e  te n d e n c y , in  v ie w  o f  th is  
d iffic u lty  o f  g a t h e r in g  e v e r y t h in g  th a t a p 
p e a rs , is  to  lim it  o n e ’s  a tte n t io n  to  c e r ta in  
p et c o u n tr ie s  a n d  e n t ire ly  d is r e g a r d  a ll  
o th e rs .

T h e  p la n  I a m  a b o u t  to  s u g g e s t  is  n o v e l, 
but it h a s  th e  m e rit  o f  c r e a t in g  in  th e  c o l le c 
to r a  w o r ld -w id e  in te re s t  in  s ta m p s . I t  is  
th is  : le t  h im  fill in  h is  fa v o u r ite  c o u n tr ie s  a s  
m u ch  a s  h e  lik e s , b u t  a t  th e  s a m e  tim e  le t  
h im  ta k e  o n e  c o p y  o f  each type o f  e v e r y  
o th e r  is s u e  th a t a p p e a rs . H e  w ill th u s  
a c q u ire  a t  litt le  c o s t  a  c o lle c tio n  w h ic h  s h a ll 
in its  w a y  r e p r e s e n t  th e  w o r ld ’s  is s u e s  ; h e  
w ill h a v e  a  c o p y  o f  e v e r y  k n o w n  ty p e .

O n e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  th is  m e th o d  is  th a t y o u  
g e t  s o m e th in g  o f  e v e r y t h in g . N o t  e v e r y  
c o lle c to r , fo r  e x a m p le , c a n  a f fo rd  to  in d u lg e  
in s e ts  o f  P a p u a  o n  N e w  G u in e a  ; w e ll, le t 
h im  b u y  th e  h a lfp e n n y  v a lu e s  o n ly  o f  e a c h  
ty p e  a n d  le t  th em  s t a n d  in  h is  a lb u m  fo r  th e  
c o m p le te  s e t ; th e y  w ill  le t h im  k n o w , a t  a n y  
rate , w h a t  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  is s u e  is  lik e . A  
c o lle c to r  o f  m e a n s  m ig h t  r id ic u le  th is  p ro 
c e e d in g , b u t to  a  p o o r  p h ila te lis t  it  b r in g s  
im m e n s e  s a t is fa c t io n . | I : g i v e s  h im  a n  in 
te re s t  in  e v e r y  i s s u e  U n d er th e  s u n , h e  is  
n e v e r  le ft  o u t  in  t h e  c o ld ,  a n d  c a n  a c c u r a t e ly  
d e s c r ib e  to  h is  f r ie n d s  a t  a l l  t im e s  th e  p e c u 
lia r it ie s  o f  a n y  g iv e n  se t , s in c e  a t  le a s t  h e  
h a s  o n e  s p e c im e n  o f  it .

W h a t  is  a  p o o r  m a n  to  d o  w h e n  e v e r y 
w h e re  h e  s e e s  S t r a i t s  o n  L a b u a n , B ru n e i , 
C e y lo n  S e r v ic e  K in g s ,  M a ld iv e s , a n d  o th e r  
c o s t ly  se ts , c a ta lo g u e d  a t  h ig h e r  p r ic e s  th a n  
h e  c a n  a f fo rd  to  g i v e ?  S h a l l  h e  s it  a n d  
g r in d  h is  tee th  in  d u m b  a g o n y  a t h is  h e lp 
le s s n e s s ?  L e t  h im  t r y  th e  e x p e r im e n t  o f  
s e c u r in g , s a y ,  th e  5 c . C e y lo n  S e r v ic e ,  th e  
5 c . M a ld iv e s , th e  8  c . S t r a i t s  o n  L a b u a n , a n d  
th e  2 c . o n  3  c. B ru n e i— th e  d e n o m in a tio n s  
w ith in  e a s ie s t  r e a c h  ; le t  th e s e  re p re s e n t  fo r  
h im  th e  r e m a in d e r  o f  th e  s e t s , a n d  a t  o n c e  
sa t is fa c t io n  s lid e s  in to  h is  s o u l. S o m e th in g  
is  b e t te r  th a n  n o th in g , a n d  h a l f  a  lo a f  is 
b e tte r  th a n  n o  b re a d .

T h is  p la n , in  a  m o re  e x te n d e d  d e g re e , h a s  
b e e n  fo llo w e d  b y  h u n d r e d s  o f  c o lle c to rs  o f  
K in g ’s  H e a d s  w ith in  th e  la s t  fe w  y e a r s  ; 
th e y  s to p p e d  sh o rt  a t  th e  6 d . o r  i s .  v a lu e s  
a n d  w e re  c o n te n t . In d e e d , m a n y  a  y o u n g  

h ila te lis t  h a s  b e e n  w e ll s a t is f ie d  w ith  th e  
d . ,  id . ,  2 d .,  2 | d . ,  a n d  3 d . v a lu e s  ; th e se  fiv e  

d e n o m in a t io n s  a f fo r d  h im  a s  m u c h  s a t is fa c 
tio n  a s  a  c o m p le te  s e t .w o u ld  d o  to  a  m illio n 
a ir e , a n d  t h e y  m a k e  b y  n o  m e a n s  a  b a d  
d is p la y .

A f t e r  a l l ,  n e a r ly  e v e r y  c o lle c t io n  th a t  e x is t s  
is  s o m e th in g  o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  a  sk e le to n . 
L o o k  u p  th e  se c t io n  o f  F r e n c h  C o lo n ie s , fo r  
e x a m p l e ; h a s  th e  r e a d e r  g o t  a n y th in g  lik e  
th e  w h o le  lo t , u p  to  th e  5  fr a n c s  v a lu e s , o f  
e a c h  o f  th e  m a n y  c o lo n ie s ?  W h a t  a  h o st  
o f  p ic to r ia ls  th e re  a r e  in  th is  d e p a rtm e n t, 
a n d  w h a t a  n u m b e r  o f  p a g e s  th e y  w ill 
o c c u p y  1 H e  e ith e r  in te n d s  to  g e t  th e m  a l l ,  
o r  th e  te m p ta t io n  s t e a ls  o v e r  h im  to  c lo se  
th e  d o o r  a lto g e th e r  a n d  s a y  h e  w o n ’t c o lle c t  
th e m . B u t  th is  la t t e r  p la n  is  a  w et b la n k e t
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on  h is  e n th u s ia s m , it  n a r ro w s  h is  p h ila te lic  
o u tlo o k , it  ro b s  h im  o f  in te re st  in  a l l  su ch  
c o u n tr ie s  a s  h e  c lo s e s  th e  d o o r  u p o n . F a r  
b e t te r  is it  to  ta k e  o n e  o f  e a c h  ty p e  o n ly , i f  
n e c e s s ity  c o m p e ls , a n d  th u s  at a n y  r a te  k e e p  
h im s e lf  in  s o m e  so rt  o f  to u c h  w ith  th e  w o rld 's  
iss u e s .

A s  a n  illu s tra t io n , ta k e  R e u n io n . S ix  
s ta m p s  h e re  w ill r e p r e s e n t  su ch  t y p e s  a s  a r e  
w ith in  re a c h , a n d  a r e  p r ic e d  at o n ly  2s. g d . 
th e  lo t. A n d  G u a d e lo u p e  : a b o u t  five  o r  
s ix  ty p e s  w o u ld  re p re s e n t  th is c o lo n y  w e ll, 
th e  19 0 6  p ic to r ia ls  b e in g  e s p e c ia l ly  p le a s in g  
to  th e  e y e . A n d  w h e n  n e x t G u a d e lo u p e  
g o e s  in  fo r  h ig h  a rt  in  s ta m p s , ju s t  lo o k  o u t 
fo r  o n e  c le a n , u s e d  c o p y  o f  ea c h  ty p e , so  th a t  
y o u  m a y  k n o w  w h a t  th e  issu e  is  lik e , a n d  
b o th  b e  a b le  to  d e s c r ib e  it  a n d  a ls o  k e e p  
a b r e a s t  o f  th e  t im e s, w h ic h  is fa r  b e t te r  th a n  
tu rn in g  a  c o ld  sh o u ld e r  o n  th e c o lo n y  a l t o 
g e th e r , a n d  th u s, p e rh a p s , ru n n in g  s o m e  
r is k  o f  e n d a n g e r in g  th e  entente cor diale.

N o t  e v e r y b o d y  c o l le c ts  S a lv a d o r .  Y e t  
a b o u t  tw o  do zen  s p e c im e n s  m ig h t  b e  m a d e  
to  re p re s e n t  th e  d iffe re n t  ty p e s  o f  t h is  c o u n try  
a n d  s e r v e  to  k e e p  a l iv e  o n e ’s  in te re s t  in  th a t  
p a r t  o f  th e  w o rld . T h i s  is  fa r  p r e fe r a b le  to  
m a in ta in in g  a  b la n k  p a g e . B u t  th e  s ta m p s , in  
th e  w r ite r ’s  o p in io n , s h o u ld  b e  u s e d  c o p ie s .

O f  S p a n is h , G e r m a n , an d  P o r tu g u e s e  
C o lo n ie s , to o , it is  e x tre m e ly  in te re s t in g  to  
lo o k  o u t fo r  a  s p e c im e n  o f  e a c h  p a r t ic u la r  
is s u e  a s  it a p p e a rs . In  b u lk  th e s e  s ta m p s  
ru n  in to  th o u sa n d s  ; a  m an  h a s  to  h a v e  a  
s to u t h e a rt  a n d  a  lo n g  p u rse  to  c ir c u m v e n t  
th e  w h o le  c ro w d  o f  th e m  ; but o n e  c o p y  o f  
e a c h  p u ts  a  d iffe re n t  a s p e c t  on a f fa ir s .  T h e  
t a s k  is e a s y ,  th e  c o s t  in fin ite s im a l, a n d  th e  
r e s u lt  g r a t i fy in g . T w o  ty p e s  o n ly  a r e  r e 
q u ire d  to  re p re s e n t  R io  de O ro , e a c h  a

fa s c in a t in g  s ta m p , p o r t r a y in g  th e  K in g  o f  
S p a in  a t  d if fe re n t  s t a g e s  o f  h is  c a r e e r . 
P o s s e s s in g  th e se , th e  c o lle c to r  h a s  a n  in te re st  
in  R io  d e  O ro  w h ich  o th e rw is e  w o u ld  b e  
la c k in g — an  in te re st  th a t  m a y  h a v e  c o s t  h im  
b u t s ix p e n c e . /■ 'And th e  c o p y  o f  T y p e  I ,  
w h ic h  c o s t  b u t*3 d ., is n o w  c a ta lo g u e d  2 S .

O n e  ty p e , to o , o f  a l l  th e  P o r tu g u e s e  
C o lo n ie s  m a k e s  a  v e r y  a t t r a c t iv e  p a g e , a n d  
th e  m o re  so  o n  a ccb tin t o f  th e  s p r in k l in g  o f  
p ic to r ia ls  th a t  o c c u rs  h e re  a n d  th e re . O n e  
N y a s s a  g ir a f fe  m a y  s ta n d  fo r  th e  w h o le  
m e n a g e r ie , a n d  m a y  g u a r d  a g a in s t  a  su rfe it . 
O n e  e a c h  o f  th e  C ro w n  ty p e  w ill n o t  b e  s o  
m o n o to n o u s  a s  p a g e  a f t e r  p a g e  o f  s e ts  o f  
tw e n ty . A n d  o n e  e a c h  o f  th e  s o m e w h a t  
d is m a l P o s t a g e  D u e s  m a y  s a t is fy  a  c o l le c to r  
n o t f r a n t ic a l ly  in te re s te d  in  th e se  s ta m p s .

T h i s  m e th o d , i f  u n iv e r s a l ly  fo llo w e d , w o u ld  
b e  o f  g r e a t  h e lp  in  k e e p in g  a l iv e  th e  p u b lic  
in te re st  in  g e n e r a l  c o l le c t in g , th e  d e c l in e  o f  
w h ic h  is  a  m a t te r  to  b e  d e p lo re d . W h e n  
c o l le c to r s  b e g in  to  n a r ro w  th e ir  h o riz o n  a  
fe w  p o p u la r  c o u n tr ie s  b e c o m e  h e a v i ly  
b o o m e d , w h ile  o th e rs  a r e  le ft  b e h in d , a n d  
P h i la t e ly  a s  a  w h o le  is  th e  w o rs e  fo r  it . T h e  
“  s k e le to n  *  c o lle c tio n  k e e p s  its  o w n e r  u p  to  
d a te  to  a  c e r ta in  e x te n t  in  e v e r y  d ire c t io n , 
h is  in te re st  n o t b e in g  e n t ire ly  e c l ip s e d  in  a n y  
q u a r te r . A n d  sh o u ld  th e  d a y  a r r iv e  w h e n  h e  
fin d s  h im s e lf  a b le  to  e x p a n d  th e  s k e le to n , 
h e  w ill a l r e a d y  p o s s e s s  a  n u c le u s  w h e re o n  to  
s ta r t  o p e ra t io n s . F o r  th e re  is  n o  re a s o n  w h y  
th e  s k e le to n , i f  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  p e rm it  it, 
s h o u ld  n o t g r o w  ; to -d a y  it  is  a  s k e le to n  fo r  
p u rp o se s  o f  e c o n o m y  a n d  a s  a  s a fe g u a r d  
a g a in s t  lo s s  o f  in te re st , b u t  th e re  is  n o th in g  
to  fo rb id  its  e x p a n s io n  in  t im e  to  c o m e , w h ile  
fo r  th e  p re se n t  it  b r o a d e n s  o n e ’s  o u t lo o k  a  
h u n d re d fo ld .

Speculation in the Levant
IN  s e v e r a l  r e c e n t  n u m b e rs  o f  th is  p a p e r  

r e fe re n c e  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  to  th e  e s t a b 
lis h m e n t o f  f iv e  I ta l ia n  p o st  o ffic e s  in  

th e  L e v a n t . R e c a p it u la t in g  p re v io u s  in fo rm a 
tio n , th e  fir s t  o ffic e  to  b e  o p e n e d  w a s  a t  
S m y r n a , o n  1 1  M a y  ; V a lo n a  a n d  S a lo n ic a  
fo llo w e d  s u it  b e tw e e n  1 5  a n d  2 1  M a y . T h e  
o th e r  tw o  o ffic e s , a t  Je r u s a le m  a n d  C o n s ta n 
t in o p le  a r e  n o w  o p e n , b u t  a t  p re se n t  w e  h a v e  
n o t b e e n  a b le  to  a s c e r ta in  e x a c t ly  w h e n  t h e y i  
f ir s t  s ta r te d  to  d o  b u s in e ss .

A  c o r re s p o n d e n t  in  C o n sta n tin o p le  n ow j 
g iv e s  u s  s o m e  v e r y  in te re s t in g  in fo rm atio n ! 
w ith  r e g a rd  to  c e r ta in  I ta l ia n  s ta m p s , w h ic h  
h a v e  b e e n  s u rc h a r g e d  fo r  u se  in th e s e  o ffic e s , 
a n d  m o re  e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  o ffice  a t  C o n s ta n 
t in o p le .

I t  a p p e a rs  th a t  s o m e  d a y s  p re v io u s  to  
1 J u n e ,  th e  I ta l ia n  C o n s u la te  a t  C o n s ta n t i
n o p le  c a u s e d  a  q u a n t ity  o f  c u rre n t s ta m p s  o f  
I t a l y  to  b e  se n t  to  tw o  I ta l ia n s  to  b e  s u r 

c h a r g e d  w ith  th e  e q u iv a le n t  v a lu e s  in  T u r k is h  
c u r re n c y . T h e  v a lu e s  s e n t  w e r e  th e  5 , ro , 
1 5 ,  2 5  a n d  50  c e n te s im i, a n d  th e  1 a n d  
5 lire .

T o  b e g in  w ith  it is  n o t  at a l l  c le a r  w hy 
th e s e  s ta m p s  w e r e  e v e r  o rd e re d  to  b e  su r-  

/ c h a r g e d  a t  a l l ,  a s  a  g o o d  q u a n t ity  o f  fo u r  
v a lu e s  s u rc h a r g e d  a t  R o m e  h a d  a lr e a d y  
a r r iv e d  ; p o s s ib ly , h o w e v e r , th e  id e a  a t  th e  
C o n s u la te  w a s  s im p ly  to  u se  u p  th e  u n su r 
c h a r g e d  s ta m p s  o n  h a n d , s o  th a t th e re  m ig h t  
b e  n o  w a ste .

W h e n  th e  tw o  I ta l ia n s  re c e iv e d  th e  s ta m p s  
to  s u rc h a r g e , in s te a d  o f  o v e rp r in t in g  th e  
w h o le  lo t w ith  a  s im ila r  ty p e  o f  s u r c h a r g e , 
th e y  s e t  a s id e  a  p o rtio n  o f  e a c h  d e n o m in a 
t io n , a n d  s u rc h a r g e d  it  d if fe re n t ly  fro m  th e  
re m a in d e r , a r r a n g in g  to  o b ta in  th e  w h o le  o f  
th e  s p e c ia lly  p re p a re d  lo t  th e m s e lv e s  fro m  
th e  p o st  o ffic e , a t  fa c e  v a lu e . I t  is  e v e n  s a id  
th a t  th is  s m a ll lo t  w a s  c a r e fu lly  p r e p a r e d
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w ith  o n e  o r  tw o  “  e r r o r s  ”  o f  s u rc h a r g e , b u t 
w e  h a v e  n o  d e fin ite  in fo rm a tio n  o n  th is  p o in t.

T o  g iv e  a u th e n tic ity  to  th is  ru b b is h  th e  
s p e c u la to r s  h a d  a  c e r ta in  n u m b e r  u s e d  o n  
le tte rs  w h ic h  w e re  se n t  to  fr ie n d s  th ro u g h

20 PARA
< St-.

th e  I t a l ia n  P o s t C lf f ic e . I t  is , h o w e v e r , q u ite  
c le a r  th a t  a l l th e  v a lu e s  b e a r in g  s u rc h a r g e s  
s im ila r  to  th e  o n e  i llu s tra te d  h e re , w e r e  n e v e r  
so ld  to  th e  p u b lic  a t  th e  p o st  o ffice , a n d  th a t 
b e in g  th e  c a s e  o u r  p u b lish e rs  w ill n o t c a t a 
lo g u e  th e m . T h is  s p e c u la t iv e  issu e  c o n s is t s  
o f  th e  io ,  20 , a n d  3 0  p a r a s  s im ila r  to  th e  
i llu stra tio n , a n d  th e  I , 2 , 4, a n d  2 0  p ia s tre s , 
in  w h ic h  th e  f ig u re s  o f  v a lu e  a re  m u c h  la r g e r  
th a n  th e  s u rc h a r g e  u s e d  in  th e  n e x t is s u e  a n d  
w h ic h  is  i llu s tra te d  la te r .

W e  re p e a t  th a t th e  a b o v e  s ta m p s  a r e  
a b s o lu te ly  s p e c u la t iv e  in  n atu re , a n d  th a t 
th e y  w ill n o t b e  lis te d  in  th e  C a ta lo g u e .

W e  h a v e  n o w  to  c o n s id e r  the o th e r  p o rtio n  
o f  th e  s ta m p s  s u rc h a r g e d  b y  th e  tw o  I ta l ia n s . 
W e  h a v e  n o  d o u b t th a t  th e y  in te n d e d  to  t ry  
to  c o m e r  th is  is s u e  a ls o , b u t s o  g r e a t  w a s  
th e  o u tc ry  o f  lo c a l c o lle c to rs  a n d  d e a le r s  th a t  
it w a s  n e c e s s a r y  to  p u t a  fe w  on  s a le  a t  th e  
p o st  o ffic e  ; v e r y  fe w  w e r e  a c tu a lly  s o ld  to  
o u ts id e rs , a n d  a s  f a r  a s  w e  c a n  te ll , n o n e  o f  
th e  2 , 4 , a n d  2 0  p ia s tr e s . O f  th is  is s u e  w e  
h a v e  to  c a ta lo g u e  th e  fo llo w in g  :—

IO P A R A  1  PIASTRA

T yp es  3 7 ,  38 , 36 , and 39 of Italy, surcharged in 
b la c k , as illustrated,

10  p aras  on 5  c . ,  green.
20  „  10  c . , carm ine.
3 °  »* 15  c  ,  s late .

1 p ias. on 25 c . ,  blue.

A s  th e  2 , 4 , a n d  2 0  p ia s tr e s  o f  t h is  ty p e  
w e re  n o t  s o ld  to  th e  p u b lic , w e  s h a l l  n o t 
c a ta lo g u e  th e m .

jlmeitican Dotes
B y E U ST A C E  B. PO W ER

S O M E  im p o r ta n t  b u s in e s s  h a s  la t e ly  
c a l le d  m e  to  th a t  c i t y  o f  c u ltu r e  a n d  
C a y m a n  s p e c u la t io n , B o s to n , a n d  fo r  

th e  firs t  t im e  in  m y  l ife  1 h a d  th e  p le a s u re  
o f  a t te n d in g  th e  r e g u la r  m e e tin g  o f  th e  
B o s to n  P h ila t e lic  S o c ie t y .  A lth o u g h  I h a v e  
b e e n  a  m e m b e r  fo r  y e a r s ,  th is  w a s  th e  firs t  
m e e tin g  I h a d  e v e r  a t te n d e d , a n d  I h a d  th e  

le a s u re  o f  m e e t in g  p r e s id e n t  G r e e n  a n d  a  
o st  o f  o th e r  g o o d ! p h ila te lis ts .  N o th in g  

r e m a rk a b le  h a p p e n e d  a t  th e  m e e t in g  e x c e p t  
th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  M r . H . W e s le y  L e g g  ON 
t im e , w h ic h  lo c a l p e o p le  s a y  is q u ite  o u t o f  
th e  o r d in a r y . T h e  B . P . S  h a s  th e  m a k in g  
o f  a  fin e  p h ila t e lic  l ib r a r y .  I in s p e c te d  it  
v e r y  m in u te ly , b u t  a s  t h e r e  w a s  n o th in g  I

W e  c o m e  n o w  to  th e  r e g u la r  is s u e , c o n 
s is t in g  o f  th e  c u r re n t  s t a m p s  o f  I t a ly ,  s u r 
c h a r g e d  in  “ p a r a s ”  o n ly , th e  v a lu e  b e in g  
g iv e n  in  f ig u re s  b o th  b e fo r e  a n d  a f te r  th a t  
w o rd . T h e s e  s ta m p s  w e re  s u rc h a r g e d  in  
R o m e , a n d  a r e  th e  o n ly  o n e s  d u ly  a u th o r iz e d  
b y  th e  h o m e  a u th o r it ie s .40Para40
T yp es ,37 , 38, 39  find 40 of Italy , surcharged in 

b lack , as illustrated.
10  p aras on 5 c ., green.
20 , ,  t o e . ,  rose.
40 , ,  25 c ., blue.
80 , ,  50 c .,  m auve.

W e  h a v e  a ls o  b e e n  in fo rm e d  th a t  a  n ew  
se t  is  in  c o u rs e  o f  p re p a ra t io n  at R o m e , a n d  
it is  s a id  th a t th e  w o rd  “ L e v a n t e ”  is  to  b e  
a d d e d  to  th e  s u rc h a r g e  in  fu tu re  p r in t in g s  
o n  th e  c u rre n t  issu e .

O u r in fo rm a n t a d d s  th a t , on e x p r e s s in g  
h is  in d ig n a t io n  a t  th is  s h a m e le s s  sp e c u la tio n , 
c a r r ie d  o n  b y  tw o  p e rs o n s  w ith  th e  I ta lia n  
C o n su la te , h e  w a s  to ld  th a t  p ro b a b ly  th e  
C o n su la te  h a d  a llo w e d  it a s  a  k in d  o f  r e w a rd  
to  th e  m en  fo r  th e  a id  th e y  h a d  re n d e re d  in  
in s ta llin g  th e  I t a l ia n  P o s t  O ffice s . T r u ly  a  
w o n d e rfu l id e a  1 I t  m e a n s  to  s a y  th a t  c o l le c 
to rs  a r e  p a y in g  fo r  th e  c o s t  o f  th e  in s ta l la 
tio n  1

THE "S IM P L E X " BLANK ALBUM 
Spring back, movable leaves

150 leaves, cloth cover, bevelled boards, lettered 
on back, with blank panel in which particulars of 
contents can be inserted.

Price tas. 6d.; post-free in United Kingdom, 
13s. id .; abroad, extra.

Bound in dark green or marone. When order
ing mention colour desired.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C.

d id n ’t h a v e , L ib r a r ia n  N e v in  b re a th e d  e a s i ly  
a n d  c o a x e d  a  G ib b o n s  19 0 8  C a ta lo g u e  out o f  
m e fo r  th e  lib r a r y .

S p e a k in g  of societies reminds me of a curi
ous notice I received a few days ago, as 
follows :—

T h e m eeting o f  our So cie ty  w ill meet once a 
w eek. T h e  m em bers bring everything pertain ing 
to collecting (alm ost). T h e  m eeting is called to 
order, and the Secretary  tries to read the minutes, 
and usually finds it necessary to quell certain  
m em bers. T hen , i f  the m em bers keep still, the
w ork  goes o n ; i f  they  do n o t, then------

Refreshm ents are  served, an d  the m eeting then 
ad journs. A .  F .

Mitt. V a l c k v , Cat., U.S.A.
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L a t e l y  th e  s ta m p s  of th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  
h a v e  c o m e  u n d e r  m y  n o tic e , in a sm u c h  a s  th e  
s to c k  of S t a n le y  G ib b o n s  In c o rp o ra te d  is  in 
s o m e  lin e s  b a d ly  c le a n e d  o u t. I h a d  a  
te r r ib le  sh o c k , w h e n  t r y in g  to  r e p la c e  th e  
m is s in g  v a r ie t ie s , b y  d e a le r s  te l lin g  m e th e y  
b u y  a t  o u r p r ic e s . G o o d n e s s  ! fa n c y  G ib b o n s  
b e in g  to o  lo w  ! W h o  e v e r  h e a rd  o f  s u c h  a  
th in g  ? I t  o n ly  g o e s  to  p ro v e  m y  tim e -w o rn  
s lo g a n , “ T h e r e  a re  m o re  re a l b a r g a in s  fo u n d  
in  G ib b o n s ’ s to c k  b o o k s  th a n  a n y  o th e r  p la c e  
th is  s id e  o f  e te rn ity .”  N o w  I ’m  g o in g  to  
ju m p  so m e  o f  th e se  p r ic e s  p r e t ty  q u ic k , so  
fill in  y o u r  u s e d  s ta m p s  q u ic k ly , e s p e c ia l ly  
1 8 5 1  to  18 7 0 . ___________

B u sin e ss  is  p ic k in g  u p  in  le a p s  a n d  b o u n d s , 
a n d  o u r  re tu rn s  fro m  th e  s m a ll r e d  a p p ro v a l 
b o o k s  a r e  a s to n ish in g . N o  M illb u r y s  o r  
N e w  H a v e n s  o r  s u c h  l ik e , b u t a  g o o d , s t e a d y  
d is a p p e a r a n c e  o f  U n it e d  S ta te s  a n d  fo re ig n  
s ta m p s  fro m  2  c e n ts  to  S i .  A n d  it ’s  r e a l ly  
w o n d e rfu l w h a t  a  lo t s o m e  p e o p le  n eed . O n e  
c o l le c to r  in  th e  F a r  W e s t  w r ite s  : “ T w e n ty -  
s e v e n  n e w  v a r ie t ie s , a n d  I  h a v e  r e p la c e d  
forty-fou r others! b y  b e t te r  s p e c im e n s .”  D id  
you  h e a r  t h a t ?  B e t te r  s p e c im e n s — b e tte r  
s e n d  fo r  y o u r  p e t  c o u n try .

N o w  th e re  s e e m s  to  b e  a  p h ila te lic  m u d d le  
on  in  N e w  B e d fo r d , M a s s . I t  a p p e a rs  a  
s te a m e r  b o u n d  fo r  N e w fo u n d la n d  h a d  a  
c a s e  o f  s ta m p s  c o n s ig n e d  to  th a t  c o lo n y  b y  
th e  A m e r ic a n  B a n k  N o t e  C o . T h e  s te a m e r  
g o t  w re c k e d , a  fe m a le  b e a c h -c o m b e r  g o t  th e  
s ta m p s , o r  m o st  o f  th e m . A n d  n o w , to  w h o m  
d o  th e y  b e lo n g — to  h e r , o r  to  th e  A m e r i
c a n  B a n k  N o te  C o ., o r  to  th e  N e w fo u n d la n d  
G o v e rn m e n t , o r  th e  m a r in e  u n d e rw r ite rs , o r  
to  T i l ls o n  ? I t  is  r e a l ly  m o st  a m u s in g .

T h e  P o s tm a s te r -G e n e r a l  h a s  iss u e d  o rd e rs  
to  th o se  c le r k s  w h o  d e lig h t  to  s p o il a l l 
p ic tu re  p o st  c a r d s  to  b e  m o re  c a re fu l in 
m a t te r s  o f  c a n c e lla t io n . O n e  o f  m y  a s s is t 
a n ts  h a s  ju s t  la id  on  m y  d e s k  a  se t  o f  o u r 
c u r re n t  s ta m p s , fro m  1 c . to  S i  in c lu s iv e , 
a n d  I ’ll d e fy  a n y  p h ila te lis t , m u c h  le s s  a  
p la in , o rd in a ry  p e rso n , to  p ic k  o u t th e  
d e n o m in a tio n s . T h e  c a n c e lla t io n  on  o u r 
s ta m p s  is  a  d is g r a c e  to  a  c iv iliz e d  c o u n try . 
I th in k  I s h a ll h a v e  to  s e e  o u r  S e n a to r  ab o u t 
it ,  o r  g o  d o w n  to  W a s h in g to n , o r  ta k e  a  
d r in k , o r  d o  s o m e th in g  u n u su a l. N o w  w h o  
th re w  THAT ?

A m er ica n  a n d  C a n a d ia n  s u b s c r ib e r s  to 
t h is  p a p e r  w o u ld  g r e a t ly  o b lig e  b y  s e n d in g  
t h e ir  re n e w a ls  to  19 8  B ro a d w a y , N e w  Y o r k . 
T h i s  is  r e q u e s te d , s o  th a t  i f  y o u  fa ll  b e h in d  
w e  c a n  g e t  a f t e r  y o u  a n d  m ake- y o u r  life  
a lm o st  u n b e a ra b le  t i ll th a t  8 1 .6 0  c o m e s  in 
a g a in . P e r s o n a lly , I  c a n ’ t u n d e rsta n d  th e  
m in d  th a t r e a s o n s  w ith o u t Gibbons Weekly

o n  th e  S u n d a y  b re a k fa s t - ta b le  ; b u t  th e n , o f  
c o u rs e , th e re  a r e  s o m e  p e o p le  th a t  h a v e n ’t 
e v e n  g o t  o u r  19 0 8  C a ta lo g u e , n e ith e r  w ill 
th e y  h a v e  it  i f  th e y  d o n ’ t h u r ry  u p , a s  w e ’v e  
o n ly  g o t  a b o u t  a  h u n d re d  le ft . N e v e r  so ld  
s o  m a n y  b e fo re . T h e r e  m u st b e  s o m e th in g  
th a t  m a k e s  it w o rth  w h ile , a n d  a s  w e  s a y  
h e re , “  Grape N uts— there's a reason."

V J :

T h e  C a y m a n  p ro v is io n a ls  b e g in  to  p o p  th e ir  
h e a d s  u p . N o w  I ’m  o ffe re d  th e  i d .  on  5s., 
id .  o n  5s., a n d  2^ d . on  4 d ., a t  s t i f f  p r ic e s , 
cela va  sans dire , b u t  i f  I c a n  g e t  th e  lo t 
r e a s o n a b ly  I s h a ll b u y  th e m . A n y  re a d e r  
w h o  w a n ts  th e se  to ta lly  u n n e c e s s a ry  s ta m p s  
h a d  b e tte r  d ro p  m e  a  lin e , a n d  I ’ll  w r ite  h im  
i f  w e  g e t  th e m . ___________

O U R  B lu e f ie ld s  c o r re s p o n d e n t  s e n d s  m e  tw o  
n e w  p r o v is io n a ls  to -d a y , W a te r lo w  20 , s u r 
c h a r g e d  “ V a le  l o e ”  v e r t ic a l ly  a n d  “ B . 
D p to . d e  Z e l a y a ”  h o r iz o n ta lly  ; a l s o  A m e r i
c a n  B a n k  N o t e  C o . 1 c . ,  s u rc h a r g e d  “ V a le  
1 5  « ”  v e r t ic a lly  a n d  “  B .  D p to . d e  Z e l a y a ”  
h o r iz o n ta lly  in  re d . T h e r e  is  g o in g  to  b e  a  
n e w  is s u e  s h o r t ly , I b e lie v e .

Co n gra tu la tio n s to  S a in t  L o u is  M a s o n ic  
f r a te rn ity  in  a d d in g  a  g o o d  s ta m p  c o lle c to r  
to  th e  c ra ft . W h e n  th a t  c o lle c to r  r e a c h e s  
th e  Shrine , m a y  I b e  th e re  to  s e e — it’s  w o rth  
a  y e a r  o f f  m y  l ife  a n d  tw o  w e e k s ’ s a la r y  to  
b e  in  o n  th at.

W e  h a v e  la te ly  r e m a d e  o u r  sm a ll red  b o o k s  
o f  F r e n c h  C o lo n ia ls , S p a n is h  C o lo n ia ls , a n d  
th e  U n ite d  S ta te s . A n y  o f  m y  r e a d e rs  w h o  
a r e  in te re s te d  in  th e se  c a n  h a v e  a  fe w  to  
lo o k  o v e r  o n  a d d r e s s in g  N e w  Y o r k  o ffice .

ONCE a g a in , b e fo re  th e y  a r e  a ll gone. B o u n d  
v o lu m e s  o f  th is  paper a r e  on hand a t  th e 
fo llo w in g  p r ic e s :  I I ,  a t  8 2 .5 0 , price raised  
(getting good)-, I I I ,  $ 1 . 5 0 ;  I V ,  V ,  V I  a t  
8 1 .2 5  e a c h . W e  h a v e  o n ly  g o t  a b o u t  s ix  o f  
the tw o  firs t-m e n tio n e d  v o lu m e s , s o  s p e a k  
q u ic k ly  ; a n d , fu r th e rm o re , w e  w a n t to  b u y  
th re e  c o p ie s  o f  V o lu m e  I ,  N u m b e r  2, a n d  
w ill pay fifty  c e n ts  e a c h  fo r  th e m , s o  i f  y o u  
h a v e  o n e  y o u  d o n ’t w a n t, se n d  it a lo n g —  
it w ill h e lp  b o th  y o u  a n d  th e  fe llo w  th a t  
w a n ts  i t

I f  a n y  A m e r ic a n  o r  C a n a d ia n  r e a d e r  h a s  
a n y  o ld  p a p e rs  o n  th e  s u b je c t  o f  s ta m p s  
iss u e d  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  18 8 5 , w ill h e  k in d ly  
o ffe r  th e m  to  m e ?  F o r  y e a r s  I ’v e  b e e n  t r y in g  
to  g e t  c e r ta in  n u m b e rs  to  c o m p le te  m y  file s,
a n d -------blue pencilled by the C za r; w riter
NOT SANE on the subject. [Q u ite  r ig h t , 
E u s t a c e ,  b u t a r e  th e re  n o t o th er  s u b je c t s  
u p o n  w h ic h  y o u  a r e  a ls o  “ non compos 
m entis” ! — E d.]
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Still at it
Another Cayman Islands Provisional

IT  is  \yith g r e a t  re g re t , a f te r  th e  tro u b le  
s e v e r a l  E n g l is h  a n d  A m e r ic a n  in te re ste d  
p e o p le  h a v e  ta k e n  to  w h ite w a s h  th e 

p o sta l d e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  C a y m a n  Is la n d s , 
th at w e  o n c e  m o re  a n n o u n c e  th e  a d v e n t  
o f  a n o th e r  p ro v is io n a l. R e a d e r s  n e e d  n o t 
th in k  o f  im m e d ia te ly  w r it in g  fo r  a  s u p p ly , 
because it  is already cornered !

T h e  n e w  fo u rp e n n y , p u rp le  o n  y e llo w , o f  
th e  P o s t a g e  a n d  R e v e n u e  ty p e , h a s  b e e n  
s u rc h a r g e d  “ i d . ”  in  f ig u re s  w ith  a  h a n d - 
s ta m p .

T h e  p o s tm is tre s s . M is s  G w e n d o ly n  P a r 
s o n s , w r it in g  u n d e r  d a te  o f  2 0  M a y , a ls o  
in fo rm s  a  c o r re s p o n d e n t  th a t  th e  h a lfp e n n y  
s ta m p s  a r e  e x h a u s te d .

B y  th e  s a m e  m a il ( a r r iv e d  in  E n g la n d

1 7  J u n e )  a  G e o rg e to w n , re s id e n t  w rite s  
a n o th e r  c o rre s p o n d e n t o f fe r in g  th e  n e w  id . 
o n  4s . p ro v is io n a l, o f  w h ic h  h e  s a y s  o n ly  
a  fe w  h a v e  b e e n  p r in te d . T h i s  la t te r  g e n t le 
m a n  s o ld  to  o n e  E n g l is h  d e a le r  a  q u a n t ity  
o f  th e  o th e r  p ro v is io n a ls  o f  a lm o st  th e  r e 
p u ted  n u m b e r  p r in te d , y e t  a n o th e r  firm  s a y  
th e y  a ls o  p u rc h a s e d  a  la r g e  q u a n tity . F r o m  
c o r re s p o n d e n c e  th e  w r ite r  h a s  se e n , it  is  
v e r y  e v id e n t  th a t  th is  p e rso n  a n d  M is s  
P a r s o n s , o r  w h o e v e r  h a s  p ro m o te d  th e  
is s u e s , a r e  in  c o llu s io n . T h e  le t te r  r e 
c e n t ly  g iv e n  b y  M r . P o w e r  i s  b u t a  fa c s im ile  
o f  o th e rs  re c e iv e d  in  th is  c o u n try  b y  d e a le r s  
a n d  c o lle c to rs . I t  is  to  b e  h o p e d  th a t  
c o lle c to rs  w ill le a v e  th is  ru b b ish  s e v e r e ly  
a lo n e . W . W .

Ocuj Issues
B y  F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

/ should bo most gratoful I f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
Issues o f  stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once i f  
desired, together with stamp fo r  postage;  or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number fo r  each penny fa ce  value and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILUIP8, 891 Strand, London, W.O.

C a y m a n  I s la n d s .— In  another place in this 
num ber w ill be found an article on the latest pro
visional o f this co lon y, i.e . a id . on 4d. o f the 
new type, inscribed p o s t a g e  & r e v e n u e . It 
is sa id  to have been issued about the end o f 
M ay  last.

C A Y M A N  IS L A N D S

9

1908 . Type 9 su rch arged  1 D in  black. P er/. 14.

35|td. on 4d., black and red on yello w , C-

I t a l ia n  P .O . ’ s  in  th e  L e v a n t .— W e deal w ith 
the stam ps chronicled below  in another place in 
this issue, so  here w e  g ive nothing but a  form al 
list.

10 PARA 1 PIASTRA

1908 . C ontem porary stam ps 0/ 1 ta ly , su rch arged  in  black. 
I. L o c a l su rch arge. T>pes 8s and 8ta (r piastre).

830 37 
831! 38 
833! 36 
833! 39

10 par. on 5 c . ,  green.
so ,, ,, xo c ., rose.
30 ,, ,, 15 c., slate.

1 pi. „  25 c ., blue.

II. S u rch a rged  in  R om e. Type 8a^.
837i37
838 38 :
839 39 *
840! 40 I

10 par. on 5 c., green. 
„  10 c., rose.
«» *5 c., blue. 

80 „  „  50 c., mauve.

N e w  Z e a la n d . —  The Philatelic Journal of 
Great Britain  (20 6 .08) lists the 4d. w ith com* 
pound perforation.

39
1902- 7 . Type 39. W m k. N  Z  a n d  S ta r  (close), Type 41. 

\c) P e r/, com pound0/ i t  a n d  14.
3oial4<)., blue and chestnut on b lu ish .

N ote.— The present Nos. 301a and 301^, the 6d.and 5s., 
become Nos. 301^ and 3©tc.

8s 40Para40
8*S

N ic a r a g u a .— T h is  country h as now created  a  
lot m ore provisionals o f  . n en tire ly  new  design. 
T h ere  h ave just been issued tw o sets o f  postage 
stam ps, consisting o f lo ng fiscal stam ps su r
charged in  various colours. In  the first set we 
have seen only four values, form ed by overprinting 
four fiscal stam ps with the w ords c o r r k o —  1908. 
T h e  second set is sim ilar to the first, but the
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surcharge consists o f  an additional line, reading 
v a l e  1  or another value ; in this set w e notice 
that t h e “ 9 : , in “  19 0 8 ” isfrequen tly  dropped, but 
we have not seen la rge  enough blocks to fix the 
position on the sheets o f  these varieties.

W e have also seen a new set o f  O fficial stam ps, 
formed by overprinting the postage type, printed

‘VA .e  1 0  etc ., in two lines.

& ,  §
§ [T h is will •**

7 be illustrated1
§

in next 

num ber.] 1 w
► j<>

4* 45 47

1908 . Type 45 { / s e a l stam p) o verprin ted  vertic a lly  
u pw ards w ith  Type 46, in  black. P er/. 14, 15.

36s! 5 c., orange-yellow.
3661:0 c., turquoise-blue.
370] : p., ocbre.
37*1 * P-, pearl-grey.

1908. Type 45 { / s e a l stam p) su rch arged vertica lly  up• 
w a rd s w ith  Type 47. in  carmine (C.), blue (B.), 
green (G .), orange (O t.).

375 1 c. on 5 c., orange-yellow (C.).
376 a c . on 5 c. „  (B).
377 , 4 c. on 5 c. „  (G.).
376J15 c. on 50 c ., green (C .).
380135 c. on 50 c. „  (Or ).

OrnciAL S t a m p .  Type 37 su rch arged vertic a lly  
u pw ards a s  Type >ai, in  orange.

J075
S076
1077
1078
1079

16 c. on 3 c., purple. 
15 c. 0 0 3  c  „
ao c. on 3 c. „
35 c. on 3 c. „
50 c. on 3'c. „

O ur N ew  Y o rk  house sends us yet another 
variety , a  4 c. W aterlo w  overprinted for Z e lay a , 
and also surcharged “  J  cent.”  in a  new type.

B
5 cent.

Opto* Zeliva
S 3  Z 4a

P e r u .— A ccordin g to the Philatelic Journal of 
Great Britain  {20 .6 .0 8), the 12  c. o f  19 0 7  has 
been seen w ith a  very  m arked double surcharge 
o f  2 c.

4* 44
1907. Type 42 su rch arg ed  w ith  Type 44, in  violet.

V a riety . S u rch a rg e double. 
t?t£|a c. on 11 c , black and blue.

S o u th e rn  N ig e r ia .— A lthough we chronicled 
the $d. a ll in  one colour so  lo ng ago  as 
24 A ugust, 19 0 7 , w e find that w e h ave inadver
tently  om itted to list either in our C atalogue or 
in the Supplem ent. W e now  chronicle it aga in , 
so  that it m ay be inserted in the next edition o f 
the Catalogue.

1907. Type a, p rin te d  in  one co lour. P e r j. 14.
3>|£il, grey-green, O-

S p a in .— W e h ave  o n ly  ju st noticed that the 
current 5 centim os is n o  longer deep green on 
white % but is n ow  yellow-green on greenish. A  
m em ber o f  the firm w ho has ju st returned from 
Sp a in  tells us that they h ave been in  use for at 
least three m onths, i f  not longer.

5*
1908. Type 5*. N ew  sh ad e. P e r/. 14.

465ZX15 c., yellow-green on g reen ish .

T r a n s v a a l .— W e h ave received a  copy o f  the 
£ 1  on m ultiple w aterm arked , unsurfaced paper.

1908.  Type 40 o verp rin ted  w ith  Type 23, a n d  su rch arg ed  
a s  Type 24a , in  black.

4600! 5 c . on 4 c ., brownish orange.

45
1908.  Type 45. W m k. M u ltip le  C row n  C A .' P e r /  14. 

573I j£t, green and violet, Q»

Printed by W . B bemdon  &  Son,  Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W .C .
xr July, 1908*
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Countries of the lUorld
B y  W. P E R C Y  B A R N S D A L L

French Soudan, including Senegambia and Niger, 
Upper Senegal and Niger, and Mauritania

F R E N C H  S O U D A N  n o  lo n g e r  e x is ts  
a s  a  s e p a r a te  c o lo n y , b u t  h a s  b e e n  
s p lit  u p  in to  a d m in is tra t io n s  b e a r in g  

th e  a b o v e  su b -t it le s . T h e  a c q u is it io n  o f  
th e  te r r ito ry  m a r k s  a  s tre n u o u s  p e r io d  in 
F r e n c h  c o lo n ia l  h is to r y . In  i8 6 0  F r a n c e  
p o s s e s s e d  o n ly  th e  A t la n t ic  c o a s t  fro m  C a p e  
B la n c o  to S ie r r a  L e o n e  (e x c e p t  G a m b ia  a n d  
P o r tu g u e s e  G u in e a ) , a n d  n o g r e a t  d is ta n c e  
in la n d . G e n e r a l  F a id h e r b e  ( 18 5 4 -6 5 )  e x 
te n d e d  th e  c o lo n y  o f  S e n e g a l  fro m  th e  c o a s t  
to w a rd s  th e  in te rio r, a n d  p o in te d  to  th e  
U p p e r  N ig e r  a s  th e  n e x t  o b je c t  o f  F r e n c h  
a m b it io n . W h ils t  E n g la n d  w a s  b u s y  in  th e  
E a s t e r n  S o u d a n , F r a n c e  fro m  18 8 0  o n w a rd s  
m a d e  v ig o r o u s  e ffo r ts  to  c re a te  a  F r e n c h  
S o u d a n  in  th e  w est. A  s e r ie s  o f  b r il lia n t  
m ilita ry  v ic to r ie s  re s u lte d  in th e  o v e rth ro w  
o f  th e  T o u c o u le u r  e m p ire  o f  A h m a d o u , th e  
su b je c t io n  o f  th e  M o h a m m e d a n  c h ie f  S a m o ry , 
a n d  th e  d e fe a t  o f  th e  K in g  o f  D a h o m e y . 
T h e s e ,  c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  d is p la y  o f  an  
a g g r e s s iv e  c o m m e rc ia l a c t iv ity , th re a te n e d  
to  m a k e  F r a n c e  s u p re m e  th ro u g h o u t th e  
N ig e r  b a s in , a n d , in fa c t , sh e  c o m p le te d  th e 
re d u c tio n  o f  n e a r ly  th e  w h o le  re g io n  b e tw e e n  
th e  S la v e  C o a s t  a n d  S e n e g a m b ia . A n  e f fe c 
tu al b a r r ie r  h a s  th u s  b e e n  b u ilt  u p  a g a in s t  
th e  in la n d  e x p a n s io n  o f  a l l  o th e r  E u ro p e a n  
s e tt le m e n ts , a t  le a s t  b e y o n d  th e  lim its  
se c u re d  b y  t r e a t y  r ig h ts .

F o r  a  t im e  th is  v a s t  re g io n  w a s  o f f ic ia lly  
n a m e d  F r e n c h  S o u d a n . O w in g  to  th e  a c 
q u isit io n  o f  T im b u c to o  in 18 9 4 , a n d  th e  
g r a d u a l s p r e a d  o f  F r e n c h  in flu e n c e  in  th e  
S a h a r a ,  n o rth  o f  th e  S e n e g a l R iv e r ,  th is  
n am e w a s  fo u n d  to  b e  m is g u id in g , a n d  b y  a  
d e c re e  o f  16  Ju n e , 18 9 5 , a l l  th e  c o lo n ie s  
w ere  b ro u g h t  u n d e r  o n e  g e n e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t , 
a n d  s ty le d  F r e n c h  W e s t  A fr ic a ,  w ith  h e a d 
q u a rte rs  a t  D a k a r . B y  a  d e c r e e  o f  17  O c to 
b e r, 18 9 9 , th is  g o v e rn m e n t  w a s  re o rg a n iz e d , 
a n d  F r e n c h  S o u d a n  a s  a  s e p a r a te  c o lo n y  
w a s a b o lis h e d , i t s  te r r ito r ie s  b e in g  p o rt io n e d  
a m o n g  S e n e g a l ,  F r e n c h  G u in e a , I v o r y  C o a s t , 
D a h o m e y , a n d  th e  te r r ito r ie s  o f  S e n e g a m b ia

a n d  N ig e r .  F o r  a l l  p r a c t ic a l  p u rp o se s  th e  
la t te r  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  a s  F r e n c h  S o u d a n , 
a n d  fo r  a  t im e  th e y  c o n s is te d  o f  th e  p r o 
te c to ra te  w h ic h  w a s  fo rm e r ly  d e p e n d e n t  o n  
S e n e g a l ,  th e  t e r r ito r ie s  o f  th e  U p p e r  S e n e g a l ,  
th e  M id d le  N ig e r ,  a n d  th e  m il ita r y  te r r i
to r ie s  in  th e  n o rth  a n d  th e  S a h a r a .  E n g 
la n d  a n d  F r a n c e  c a m e  to  a n  u n d e rs ta n d in g  in 
189V , a n d  th e  fo rm e r  re c o g n iz e d  th e  r ig h t  o f  
F r a n c e  to  a ll te r r ito r y  w e s t  o f  th e  N i le  
b a s in , w h ic h  p r a c t ic a l ly  in c lu d e s  th e  w h o le  
o f  th e  S a h a r a  a n d  th e  S t a te  o f  W a d a i . T h e  
c o n v e n tio n  a ls o  fix e d  th e  B r it is h  a n d  F r e n c h  
p o s it io n s  in  th e  S o u d a n . T h e  a r e a  b e lo n g 
in g  to  F r a n c e  ( in c lu d in g  th e  S a h a r a )  m a y  
r o u g h ly  b e  d e fin e d  a s  2 ,3 0 0 ,0 0 0  s q u a re  m ile s , 
w ith  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  a b o u t  9 ,o o o ,o co .

In  19 0 3  th e  F r e n c h  p ro te c to ra te  w a s  e x 
te n d e d  o v e r  th e  M o o r ish  t r ib e s  o f  T r a r z a  
a n d  B r a k n a  to  th e  n o rth  o f  th e  L o w e r  S e n e 
g a l ,  a n d  fo r  th e se  te rr ito r ie s  a  g o v e rn m e n t  
w a s  fo rm e d  u n d e r  th e  n a m e  o f  M a u r ita n ia . 
In  19 0 4  a  fu r th e r  re o rg a n iz a t io n  to o k  p la c e  
b y  w h ich  th e  te r r ito r ie s  o f  S e n e g a m b ia -  
N ig e r  w e re  b ro k e n  u p , the S e n e g a l  P r o 
te c to ra te  re s to re d  to  th a t c o lo n y , a n d  th e  
re s t  o f  th e  te rr ito r ie s  fo rm e d  in to  a  c o lo n y  
n a m e d  U p p e r  S e n e g a l- N ig e r ,  w ith  its  c a p ita l 
a t  B a m a k o  on  th e  r iv e r  N ig e r .

T h e s e  te rr ito r ie s  a r e  th e  p a rt  o f  W e s t  
A fr ic a  w h ic h  h a s  a w a k e n e d  th e  liv e lie s t  
h o p e s  a n d  c a lle d  fo rth  th e  g re a te s t  e ffo r ts  
in  F r a n c e . T o  a ffo rd  it a n  o u tle t to  th e  s e a  
a  r a i lw a y  w a s  c o m m e n c e d  in 18 8 0  from  
K a y e s ,  on  th e  S e n e g a l,  th e  fo rm e r  c a p ita l , 
a n d  h a s  b e en  e x te n d e d  in la n d  fo r  a b o u t  3 5 0  
m ile s  to  K o u lik o r o  on  th e  N ig e r . T h e n c e  a  
s e r v ic e  o f  s m a ll s te a m b o a ts  c o n n e c ts  w ith  
T im b u c to o . W ith  th e  s a m e  o b je c t  r a i lw a y s  
a r e  p ro je c te d  b e tw e e n  A lg e r ia  a n d  T im b u c 
to o  ; fro m  th e  N ig e r  to  th e  p o rts  o f  th e 
I v o r y  C o a s t  a n d  to  K o n a k r y , in F r e n c h  
G u in e a , a n d  a ls o  fro m  K a y e s  to  th e  S e n e g a l 
c o a st . S o m e  p o rt io n s  h a v e  b e e n  s ta r te d , th e 
re s t  a r e  m a in ly  p ro je c ts , b u t th e ir  m a g n itu d e  
d e m o n stra te s  th e  iso la tio n  o f  th e  S o u d a n ,
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a n d  m e a s u re s  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  o p e n in g  
up th is  p ro m is in g  c o u n try . T h e r e  is  a n  im 
p o rta n t  t ra d e  fro m  th e  n o rth  in t y p ic a l  p ro 
d u c ts  o f  a r id  c o u n tr ie s  —  g u m s , o s tr ic h  
fe a th e rs , a n d  s a l t ; fro m  th e  so u th  in  c ro p s  
o f  r ic e , m aize , m ille t , h e m p , c o tto n , etc . 
T h e  c o u n try  is  a ls o  r ic h  in  g o ld  a n d  iro n .

T h e r e  is  a  v e r y  c o m p le te  s y s te m  o f  t e le 
g r a p h  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try , a n d  a l l  im 
p o rta n t  c e n tr e s  a r e  c o n n e c te d  b y  ro a d .

P h ila te lic  H is to ry

T h e  p h ila te lic  h is to r y  o f  th e  a b o v e  d is 
tr ic ts  is  v e r y  b r ie f  a n d  p o s s ib ly , w ith  th e  
e x c e p t io n  o f  th e  e a r l ie s t  is s u e s  fo r  S o u d a n , 
u n in te re s t in g . T h e  s ta m p s  issu e d  h a v e  b e en  
u t ilita r ia n  a n d  o f  ty p e s  c o m m o n  to  w h o le  
g ro u p s .

French Soudan. —  P re v io u s  to  18 9 4  th e  
p o s ta l a d m in is tra t io n  w a s  fu r n is h e d  w ith  
s m a ll s u p p lie s  o f  th e  “  C o m m e r c e  ”  ty p e  
o f  th e  c o lo n ia l g e n e r a l  issu e .

T h e  C a ta lo g u e  l is t s  tw o  p r o v is io n a ls  iss u e d  
in  A u g u s t , 18 9 4 , w h ic h  w e re  s a id  to  h a v e  
b e e n  o n  s a le  p e n d in g  th e  a r r iv a l  o f  th e  
d e fin ite  s ta m p s , in s c r ib e d  “  F r e n c h - S o u d a n .”  
A p p a r e n t ly  th e y  a r e  ty p e -s e t , w ith  th e  v a lu e  
in s e r te d  in  M S . T h e y  a p p e a r  o n ly  to  b e  
k n o w n  u se d , a n d  s o m e  a u th o r it ie s  d o  n ot 
lis t  th e m , a n d  p o s s ib ly  th e y  a r e  n o  b e tte r  
th a n  m a r k s  s ta m p e d  o n  a  le tte r  to  d e n o te  
p o s ta g e  p a id . A n y w a y  th e y  a re  c o s t ly ,  a n d  
u n d e r  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  g e n e r a l  c o l le c to r s  
c a n  s a fe ly  ig n o re  th e m , u n le s s  th e y  a r e  fo r 
tu n a te  e n o u g h  to  c o m e  a c r o s s  s p e c im e n s  on  
th e  o r ig in a l e n v e lo p e . T h e r e  m u st  b e  s o m e 
th in g  w r o n g  e ith e r  w ith  th e  e x p la n a t io n  o r  
th e  d a te , fo r  in  M a y , 18 9 4 , th e  c o lo n y  h a d  
b e en  fu rn ish e d  w ith  a  s u p p ly  o f  th e  u su a l 
th ir te e n  v a lu e s  o f  th e  “  ta b le t  ”  ty p e .

P re v io u s  to  th is , a  n e e d  fo r  fu r th e r  1 5  c . a n d  
2 5  c . s t a m p s  h a v in g  a r is e n , M . G r o d e t ,  th e  
G o v e r n o r  o f  F r e n c h  S o u d a n , h a d  o rd e re d  
lo c o  s ta m p s  o f  75  c . a n d  9 5 0  o f  1  fr . o f  th e  
c u rre n t  “  C o m m e r c e ”  ty p e  to  b e  s u r c h a r g e d  
1 5 c . a n d  2 5  c . r e s p e c t iv e ly . T h e  s u r c h a r g e s  
w e re  p ro d u c e d  b y  l i th o g r a p h y , f i ft y - f iv e  a t  a  
tim e , c o n s is t in g  o f  f iv e  ro w s  o f  e le v e n . 
T w e n ty - f iv e  s u rc h a r g e s  a p p e a re d  o n  e a c h  
p a n e  o f  th e  s h e e t  o f  f i fty , w h ils t  th e  r e 
m a in in g  fiv e  w e r e  on  th e  m a rg in  b e tw e e n  
th e  p a n e s . T h e  l in e  b e tw e e n  th e  n a m e  a n d  
th e  n u m e ra ls  w a s  p u t in  b y  h a n d . T h e  
C a t a lo g u e  lis t s  a  1 5  c . o n  th e  75  c . ,  “ P e a c e  
a n d  C o m m e rc e ,”  b u t  th e  s ta m p  is  o f  d o u b t 
fu l o r ig in , a n d  m a y  b e  s a fe ly  o m itte d .

12 April, 1894. “  Commerce" type surcharged in
black.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

0.15 on 75 c., carmine . — —
0.25 on 1 fr., olive-green . — —

May, 1894. " Navigation and Commerce" type.
Perf.

Unused. 
4. d.

Used. 
s. d.

1 c., black on azure . 0 1 O 1
2 c., brown on buff . 0 1 —

4 c., purple-brown on grey 0 1 0 3
5 c., green on pale green . 0 2 0 3

10 c., black on lilac  . 0 4 —

15 c., blue 0 5 0 3
20 c., red on green — —
25 c., black on rose . 0 6 —

30 c., cinnamon on drab . — —

40 c., red on yelbm  . t 0 —
50 c., carmine on rose 2 0 —

75 c.. brown on yelUm 2 0 —

1 fr., olive-green on toned 2 6 —

W h e n  fo u r  o f  th e  a b o v e  v a lu e s  w e re  
c h a n g e d  in  c o lo u r  in  19 0 0 , s u p p lie s  w e re  
p r o v id e d  fo r  F r e n c h  S o u d a n , b u t in  e r r o r ; 
fo r  p r e v io u s  to  t h e ir  i s s u e  th e  c o lo n y  h a d  
b e e n  a b o lis h e d . T h e  s t a m p s , h o w e v e r , w e r e  
p u t o n  s a le  in  th e  r e d is t r ib u te d  a r e a s  a n d  
a llo w e d  to  p a y  p o sta g e .

Dec., 1900. As May, 1894. Colours changed.
Unused. Used,

x. d. x. d.
10 c., rose-red . . .  — —
> S C-. g r e y .  . . . 0 3  —
25 c., blue . . . .  — —
50 c., brown on assure . 0 8  —

Senegam bia and N iger.— T h e s e  te r r ito r ie s , 
th o u g h  c o n s titu te d  in  19 0 0 , d id  n o t r e c e iv e  a  
s p e c ia l  s u p p ly  o f  s ta m p s  t i l l  J u l y ,  19 0 3 . 
T h e  la t te r  w e r e  o f  th e  fa m il ia r  ty p e  a n d  
h a d  b u t a  s h o r t  l i f e ;  fo r  in  19 0 4 , a s  e x p la in e d  
a b o v e , th e  c o lo n y  w a s  re n a m e d , a n d  th e  
s ta m p s  w e re  r e p la c e d  b y  th o se  o f  U p p e r  
S e n e g a l  a n d  N ig e r  in  19 0 6 .

j- ■ s
1 1
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July, 1903. "  N avigation and Commerce ”  type.

Per/,
Uoused. Used. 
s . d . s . d .

1 c., black on azure . . o i —
2 c., purple-brown on bu ff o i —
4 ,, on grey o i —
5 c., yellow-green . . 0 1  —

ioc .t rose-red . . . 0 2  —
*5 c., grey . . . . — —
20 c., red on green . — —
25 c., blue . . . . _  —
3°  c., cinnamon on drab . — —
4°  c., red on yellow  . — —
50 c., brown on asure. — —
75 c. ,, on orange . — —

* fr., olive-green on toned — —

U pper Senegal an d N ig er and M auri
tania.— L it t le  c o m m e n t is  n e e d e d  o n  th e se  
s ta m p s , fo r  th e  t y p e s  a r e  th o se  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  
F r e n c h  W e s t  A fr ic a  g r o u p  a s  d e s c r ib e d  fo r  
F r e n c h  G u in e a  la s t  w e e k . T h e y  a r e  c u r 
re n t a t th e  p re se n t  tim e .

1 9 0 6 - 7 .  P erf
Unused. Used. 

t. d. s. d.
1 c., grey . . .  — —
2 c., chocolate. . — —
4 c. ,, on blue . — —
5 c., green . . . 0 1  —

10 c., rose . . . . 0 2  —
15 c., bright violet . . 0 3  —
20 c., black on bluish . — —
25 c., blue . . . .  — —
30 c., chocolate on flesh . — —
35 c.y black on yellow  (1906) — —
40 c.y carmine on azure . — —
45c., violet-brown on green — —
50 c., deep violet . . — —
75 cm green on orange . — —

1 fr., black on azure . — —
2 fr., blue on rose . . — —
5 fr., red on straw| . — —

1956--7. Perf.
Unused.

1 c., grey
s.
0

d.
1

2 c., chocolate. 0 1
4 c. ,, on blue . 0 1
5 c., green 0 1

10 c., rose 0 2
20 c., black on bluish 0 3
25 c., blue . . . . 0 4
30 c., chocolate on flesh . 0 5
35 c., black on yellow 0 6
40 c., carmine on asure 0 6
45 c., violet-brown on green
50 c., deep violet 0 8
75 c., green on orange 1 0

1 fr., black on asure 1 3
2 fr., blue on rose 2 6
5 fr., red on straw . 5 6

Used 
x. d .

( To be continued.}

A VERY HANDSOME PRESENT 
Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties. A grand packet, 

every stamp being different and genuine, and thus 
forming a choice collection in itself, 

post-free and registered.

THE YOUNG 
COLLECTOR'S RACKET

No. 66, 500 varieties, is strongly recommended 
as the cheapest collection of 500 different Stamps 
ever offered—the Stamps could not be bought 
separately for three times* the marvellously low 
price at which it is now offered. The Stamps, etc., 
are clean, picked specimens lit for any collection. 
The best 500 varieties in the trade.

45. id., post-free.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 
3ft Strand, Loadoo, W .C

PLBASB NOTB
The Price* quoted lo  the foregoing article ere token from oar publisher** latest Stack Books, aad 
ere, therefore, the Prices at which Stanley Olhhons, Ltd., will have pleasure In supplylog any 
of the stamps that may ha needed hy any o f oar renders.
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Twentieth Century Colonials
fl Guide to the Postal Adhesives of the British Empire 
Issued during the first Six Years of the Twentieth Century 
(Sanuary, I90l-3une, 1907)
W r i t t e n  a n d  C o m p i l e d  b y  D. B. AR M STR O N G
P A R T  I I — co ntinu ed (C O P Y R IG H T  R E S E R V E D .)

British Possessions in Asia—continued
B r it is h  E m p ire  in  In d ia — continued 
N a t iv e  Spates—continued 
G w a l i o r — continued

C' '  W A L I O R  is o n e  o f  th e  C o n v e n t io n  
■ j S ta te s  w h o  p u rc h a s e  t h e ir  s ta m p s  

d ire c t  fro m  th e  In d ia n  G o v e r n m e n t , 
th e  s ta m p s  b e in g  s u p p lie d  to  th e  S t a t e  b y  
th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S ta m p s  a n d  S t a t io n e r y  
a t  th e  a c tu a l c o s t  p r ic e , p lu s  th a t  o f  
o v e rp r in t in g  a n d  th e  fre ig h t. T h e  s ta m p s  
c o n s is t  o f  th e  o r d in a r y  c u rre n t  s e r ie s  o f  
I n d ia  s u r c h a r g e d  w ith  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  
is s u in g  S ta te , a n d  in  th e  c a s e  o f  O ffic ia l 
s ta m p s  th e  w o rd  s e r v i c e  a ls o  in  ta l l ,  th in  
c a p ita ls  in b la c k ,  a n d  in  th e  c a s e  o f  th is  
p a r t ic u la r  S t a te  th e  s a m e  in s c r ip t io n  in  H in d i , 
w h ils t  o n  th e  S e r v ic e  s ta m p s  th e  w h o le  o v e r 
p r in t  is  in  th e  n a t iv e  la n g u a g e , G w a lio r  
b e in g  th e  o n ly  S t a te  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t h a v e  
th e  e n tire  s u p e rs c r ip t io n  in  E n g l i s h .  T h e  
r e m a r k s  m a d e  u n d e r  C h a m b a  a n d  th e  s e c 
tio n  h e a d e d  “ In d ia n  N a t iv e  S t a t e s ”  a p p ly  
e q u a lly  in  th is  c a s e .

T h r e e  o f  th e  lo w  v a lu e s  o f  th e  c u r re n t  
Q u e e n ’ s  H e a d  s e r ie s  o f  In d ia , 19 0 0 , w ith  
c o lo u rs  c h a n g e d  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  
d e m a n d s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s a l  P o s t a l  U n io n , 
w e re  o v e rp r in te d  fo r  u se  in th is  S t a t e  in 
1 9 0 1 ,  a n d , a s  in  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  o th e r  C o n 
v e n tio n  S t a te s ,  th e  re m a in in g  s t o c k s  o f  
v a r io u s  v a lu e s  o f  th is  is s u e  w e r e  u s e d  u p  b y  
s u r c h a r g in g  th e m  fo r  th is  S t a te ,  a f t e r  th e  
fir s t  v a lu e s  o f  t h e  K in g ’s  H e a d  s e r ie s  h a d  
b e e n  p la c e d  o n  s a le .

I t  is  s a id  th a t  th e  s u p p ly  o f  th e  2$ a n n a s  
d e n o m in a tio n  o f  th is  s e r ie s  h a d  b e e n  in 
s to c k  a t  th e  S t a t e  P o s t  O ffice  fo r  a  c o n s id e r 
a b le  t im e  b e fo re  it  w a s  iss u e d  to  th e  p u b lic , 
a s ,  fo r  s o m e  u n k n o w n  r e a s o n , th e  lo c a l p o s t 
m a s te r  w a s  h o ld in g  it  b a c k . O n  a  c h a n g e  
o f  p o s tm a s te r s  t a k in g  p la c e , h o w e v e r , it  w a s  
im m e d ia te ly  r e le a s e d .

GWALIOB

1901-4.
Contemporary stamps o f India, fyoo. H ea i o f 

Queen Victoria. tVrnk. Star. P erf. 14. Typo- 
graphed by Messrs. D e La Rue S r Co.> in  Lon- 
dont in  new colours, and overprinted GWALIOR

in  tally thin capitals, w ith H in di inscription 
beneath, in  complete sheetSy in blacky at the 
Government o f India Central P rin tin g Officey 
Calcutta. Dates o f issue o f each denomination 
given on the authority o f the ** Stamps o f the 
Indian N ative States f  as are also the figures 
in  brackets indicating the numbers printed.

3 pies, grey (14,640), issued February, 1904.
4 anna, pea-green (240,480), issued June, 1901.
1 „  carmine (84,480), issued June, 1901.
2 annas, violet (48,480), issued June, 1901.
2 \ , ,  ultramarine (t 2,240), issued Feb., 1903.

Varieties.
T h e  fo llo w in g  v a r ie t ie s  o f  s u r c h a r g e  a r e  

c o n s ta n t  o n  a l l  s h e e ts  o f  th is  is s u e  a n d  u p o n  
th e  v a lu e s  in d ic a te d .

“ g ”  ^ G walior ofadiffercn t fount from  remain* 
der o f surcharge. No. 145 on sheet, also 
No. 67 on 4 anna value only.

4 anna, pea-green.
1 ,, carmine.
2 annas, purple.

T all Roman “  R ”  in  GWALIOR. No. 99 on sheety 
also Nos. 62 and 230 on sheets o f 4 anna value 
only.

4 anna, pea-green.
1 ,, carmine.
2 annas, purple.
24 »> ultramarine.

Sm all "  a  M in  STATE. No. 28 on sheet.
4 anna, pea-green.

T h e  fir s t  th re e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  K in g ’s  H e a d  
s e r ie s  o f  G w a lio r  m a d e  t h e ir  a p p e a ra n c e  
e a r ly  in  J a n u a r y ,  19 0 3 , th e  re m a in in g  d e 
n o m in a tio n s  b e in g  is s u e d  a t  in te rm itte n t  
p e r io d s  d u r in g  th e  e n s u in g  fo u r  y e a r s , th e  
la s t  to  b e  p la c e d  o n  s a le  b e in g  th e  6  a n n a s , 
e a r ly  in  19 0 6 . A c c o r d in g  to  a  l is t  o f  K in g ’s  
H e a d  In d ia n  s ta m p s  o v e r p r in te d  fo r  u se  in  
th e  C o n v e n t io n  S t a te s ,  s u p p lie d  to  th e  
M onthly Jo u rn a l r e c e n t ly  b y  M r . G o rd o n  
J o n e s ,  th e  a n n a s  s t a m p s  o v e r p r in te d  fo r  
u se  in  th is  S t a te ,  a n d  lis te d  b y  s e v e r a l  o f  th e  
le a d in g  c a t a lo g u e s , a lth o u g h  p r e p a r e d  fo r  
is s u e , h a s  n o t y e t  b e e n  p la c e d  o n  s a le  a t  th e  
S t a te  P o s t  O ff ic e .*  In  th e  s a m e  l i s t  h e  a ls o  
m e n tio n s  th e  th re e  h ig h -v a lu e  s t a m p s  o f  2 r .,

* Our publishers have seen this valueand know of a 
dealer receiving a supply. It is now included In tbe 
Supplement to the Catalogue.— E d.  G .S .W .
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3  r ., a n d  5 r. r e s p e c t iv e ly  a s  h a v in g  b e e n  
s u rc h a r g e d  a n d  is s u e d  fo r  u se  in  G w a lio r . 
A lth o u g h  s ta m p s  o f  th e se  d e n o m in a t io n s  
w e re  in c lu d e d  in th e  o ld  Q u e e n ’ s H e a d  issu e  
o f  th e  S t a te ,  th is  is  th e  firs t  t im e  1 h a v e  
h e a rd  o f  th e se  K in g ’s H e a d  s ta m p s , a n d  
h a v e  th e re fo re  n o  in fo rm a tio n  a s  to  w h e n  
th e y  w e re  first is s u e d , o r  w h a t  v a r ie t ie s  o f  
s u rc h a r g e  o c c u r  u pon  th e m . I p re su m e , 
h o w e v e r , th a t  a s  th e  s ta m p s  h a d  n o t b e e n  
c h ro n ic le d  in a n y  o f  th e  n u m e ro u s  p h ila te lic  
jo u r n a ls  u p  to Ja n u a r y ,  19 0 8 , th e y  w e re  
p r o b a b ly  is s u e d  s o m e  tim e  d u r in g  19 0 7 , a n d  
I h a v e  th e re fo re  a s s ig n e d  th is  d a te  to  th e m  
in th e  s u b jo in e d  lis t .

OWALtOB

1903-7-
Regular K ing's Head series o f India , 1902-3. 

Surcharged OWALIOR, and native inscription 
in  two lines, in black, near the foo l o f the stamp, 
the English inscription being in  ta ll, thin 
capitals. Overprinted in complete sheets at the 
Government o f In dia  Central P rin tin g Office, 
Calcutta. IVmk. Star. Perf. 14. Typographed 
by Messrs. De L a  Rue <P Co. , in  l  ondon.
3 pies, grey (issued January, 1903). 
i  anna, pea-green (issued January, 1903).
1 ,, carmine (issued January, 1903).
2 annas, purple (issued May, 1904).
2 , ,  ultramarine (issued (?), 1907).
3 ,, orange-brown (issued May, 1904).
4 ,, olive-green (issued April, 1905).
6 ,, bistre (issued 1 January, t9c6).
8 ,, magenta (issued September, 1905).

12 ,, purple on red (issued Sept., 1903).
1 rupee, carmine and green (issued June, 1905).
2 rupees, yellow-brown and carmine (issued (?),

1907).
3 ,, green and brown (issued (?), t9o7).
5 ,, violetand ultramarine, issued(?), 1907).

Shades.
Overprinted as above.

3 pies, blue-grey instead of grey.
2 annas, mauve instead of purple.

Varieties.
T h e  v a r ie t ie s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  

lis t  a r e  s im ila r  to  th o se  w h ic h  p r e v io u s ly  
e x is te d  u p o n  th e  s ta m p s  o f  th e  Q u e e n ’s  H e a d  
s e r ie s  o f  th e  S t a te ,  a n d  a r e  c o n s ta n t  o n  a ll 
e a r ly  p r im in g s  o f  th e  lo w  d e n o m in a t io n s  o f  
K in g ’s  H e a d  s ta m p s , b u t h a v e  a p p a r e n t ly  
b e e n  re c t ifie d  in  re c e n t  p r in t in g s  o f  th e se  
a n d  o f  th e  h ig h e r  v a lu e s .

T all Roman “  R ”  in  c w a l i o r . N o. 230 on 
sheet, excepting on fh\t 4 annas, when this variety 
occurs as both Nos. 12 1 and 229.

3 pies, grey.
4 anna, pea-green.
■ ,, carmine.
2 annas, purple.
3 ,, orange-brown.
4 , ,  olive-green.

Wrong fount ;'h  G w a l i o r . N o. 14 5  oh sheet.
3  p ies, grey.
4 an n a, pea-green.
1 , ,  carm ine.

Small “  a ”  in STATE. No. 197  on sheet.
2 an n as, purple.
3  , ,  orange-brown.

O ffic ia l I s su e s .

F o u r  o f  th e  five  v a lu e s  c h a n g e d  in  co lo u r , 
a n d  b e a r in g  th e  p o rtra it  o f  th e  la te  Q u een , 
w e re  a ls o  s u rc h a r g e d  fo r  o ffic ia l u se  in 
th e  S ta te . T h e s e  s ta m p s  d o  not, l ik e  the 
o ffic ia l i s s u e s  o f  th e  o th e r  C o n ve n tio n  S ta te s , 
h a v e  th e  w o rd  SKRVICK o v e rp r in te d  a t  a  
s e c o n d  o p e ra tio n  u p o n  th o se  a lr e a d y  su r
c h a r g e d  w ith  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  is s u in g  S ta te , 
b u t h a v e  e n t ire ly  d iffe re n t su p e rs c r ip t io n s  
p r in te d  o n  th e m , a l l  in  H in d i, a n d  h a v e  n o 
E n g l is h  o v e rp r in t . T h e  n a t iv e  s u rc h a r g e  is 
n e a r  th e  fo o t o f  th e  s ta m p s , a n d  is  e q u iv a le n t  
to  th e  E n g l is h  fo r  “ G w a lio r  S e r v ic e .”  In  
so m e  c a ta lo g u e s  th e  3  p ic s , c a rm in e , Q u e e n ’s  
H e a d  In d ia n  s ta m p , is  c h ro n ic le d  a s  h a v in g  
b e e n  is s u e d  o v e rp r in te d  w ith  th e  n a m e  o f  
th is  S t a te  in  19 0 2 , b u t  1 ju d g e  th a t  th is  is 
m e re ly  b e c a u s e , p r io r  to  th a t  d a te , its  a p p e a r 
a n c e  h a d  n o t b e e n  n o te d  b y  th e  p h ila te lic  
P re s s , a n d  I a m  m y s e l f  o f  th e  o p in io n  th at 
th e  d a te  o f  is s u e  o f  th is  s ta m p  s h o u ld  b e  
g iv e n  a s  s o m e  t im e  in  19 0 0 .

1901 4.
Queen's Head issue o f India, 1900. Colours 

changed. Overprinted with H indi surcharge 
in two lines, in black, near the foot of the stamp. 
Wmk., perf. , etc., as before. Overprinted in 
complete sheets at the Goiernn/ent of India Cen
tral Printing Office, Calcutta. Plumbers printed 
indicated in brackets.
3 pies, g rey  (14 ,6 4 0 ), issued Feb ru ary , 1904.
£ anna, pea-green ( 1,200 ,48 0 ), issued Ju n e , 19 0 1.
1 , ,  carm ine (19 2 ,4 8 0 ), issued Ju n e , 19 0 1.
2 annas, purple (12 ,2 4 0 ), issued Feb ru ary , J903.

S e v e n  v a lu e s  o f  K in g ’s H e a d  s ta m p s  
h a v e  b e e n  o v e rp r in te d  fo r  o ffic ia l u se  in 
G w a lio r  d u r in g  th e  tw o  y e a r s  1 9 0 3 - 5  a s  
fo llo w s

1 9 0 3 - S
Contemporary King's head designs of India , 

1 9 0 2-3 . Surcharged with H indi inscription as 
aboye.
3 p ies, grey  (issued M arch , 1903).
\  anna, pea-green (issued M arch , 1903).
1 „  carm ine (issued M arch , 1903).
2  annas, purple (issued Ju n e , 1905).
4 , ,  olive-green (issued Ju n e , 1905).
8 ,,  m agen ta (issued Ju n e , 1905).
1 rupee, carm ine and green (issued Ju n e , 1905).
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Surcharged as above.
3 pies, blue-grey instead of grey.
2 annas, mauve instead of purple.

V a r ie ty .

A  s p e c im e n  o f  th e  i a n n a  v a lu e  o f  the 
K in g 's  H e a d  o ffic ia l s e r ie s  o f  th is  S t a te  h a s  
b e en  d is c o v e re d  w ith  th e  p o s it io n s  o f  th e

n a t iv e  w o rd s  o f  th e  s u r c h a r g e  e x a c t ly  r e 
v e r s e d , th u s  r e a d in g  “ S e r v ic e  G w a l io r ”  
in s te a d  o f  “ G w a lio r  S e r v ic e .”  1 h a v e  no 
in fo rm a tio n , h o w e v e r , a s  to  th e  p o s it io n  
w h ic h  th is  v a r ie ty  o c c u p ie d  o n  th e  s h e e t  
fro m  w h ic h  it w a s  ta k e n .

Reversed overprint.
I anna, carmine.
{T o  be continued.)

The Postal System
and Stamps of IHorocco —continued
B y  O T T O  R O M M E L ,  Doctor o f L a w . Translated by F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

II. The Stamps of British Post Offices —tout.
A S  it w a s  fo u n d  th a t th e  o v e r p r in t in g  d o n e  

A  in G ib r a lt a r  w a s  n o t a t  a l l  g o o d , th e  im 
p re s s io n  b e in g  b lu r re d  a n d  fre q u e n t ly  

fa u lty , th e  G o v e rn m e n t  d e c id e d  to w a rd s  th e  
e n d  o f  18 9 9  to  h a v e  th e  w o rk  d o n e  b y  M e s s r s . 
I ) e  L a  R u e  & C o . in  L o n d o n  in  fu tu re .

T h e  ty p e  h a s  v e r y  n e a r ly  th e  s a m e  a p p e a r 
a n c e  a s  th e  lo c a l o v e rp r in t , b u t a s  th e  L o n d o n  
p r in t is  c le a n e r  a n d  s h a r p e r , th e  le t te r s  a p 
p e a r  to  b e  s o m e w h a t  th in n e r. T h e  “  M  ”  is 
c e r ta in ly  n o t q u ite  s o  b ro a d  a s  fo rm e r ly .

T h e  fo llo w in g  v a lu e s  w e re  is s u e d  in  th is  
s o -c a lle d  s e c o n d  ty p e  o f  o v e rp r in t .

Morocco

Clack overprint.

5 cent

Agencies
Wmk. M ultiple Crown CA. 
Perf. 14. 

mos, green, 
carmine.
reseda and brown, 
blue.
reddish brown, 
lilac
light brown and blue, 
black and carmine.

20 
25 
40 
5°

1 peseta,
2 pesetas,

In  th is , th e  L o n d o n  p r in t, th e re  a r e  tw o  
m o re  v a r ie t ie s  :—

(v i.)  T h e  “  n  ”  a n d  “  c  ”  o f  “ A g e n c ie s  ”  a r e  
jo in e d  b y  a  h y p h e n  o n  th e  e le v e n th  
s ta m p  o f  th e  th ird  h o riz o n ta l ro w  (i.e . 
N o . 3 5  o f  th e  sh e e t, o r  N o . 1 7  o f  th e  
r ig h t-h a n d  p a n e ) ; th is  v a r ie t y  is  c o m m o n  
to  a l l  v a lu e s .

Morocco
Agencies

(v ii.)  T h e  to p  le ft-h a n d  s e r i f  o f  th e  “  M  ”  
o f  “ M o r o c c o ”  is  m u c h  p ro lo n g e d  h o r i
zo n ta lly . T h i s  o c c u rs  o n  th e  th ird  
s ta m p  o f  th e  s e v e n th  h o riz o n ta l ro w  
(i.e . N o . 7 5  o f  th e  s h e e t , o r  N o . 3 9  
o f  th e  le ft -h a n d  p a n e ) ; t h is  v a r ie t y  is  
l ik e w is e  c o m m o n  to  a l l  v a lu e s .

In  th e  s u m m e r  o f  19 0 3  a  n e w  s e t  o f  s ta m p s

w a s  is s u e d  fo r  th e  B r i t i s h  P o s t  O ffic e s  in 
M o ro c c o . T h e y  w e r e  s im ila r  to  th e  K in g  
E d w a r d  V I I  s ta m p s  o f  G ib r a lt a r ,  b u t th e  
v a lu e  w a s  p r in te d  in  S p a n is h  c u r r e n c y , a n d  
th e  s a m e  L o n d o n  o v e r p r in t  o f  “  M o ro c c o  
A g e n c ie s  ”  w a s  a p p lie d  in  black.

Printed in two colours or on coloured paper. Wmh.
Crown C A. Perf. 14. Value in  second colour.

5 c ., grey-green and green.
10  c ., purple on bright red.
20 c., grey-green  and carm ine.
25 c . , deep lilac  and b lack  on bright blue.
50  c . , deep lilac  and violet.

1 p . , g rey-b lack  and carm ine.
2 p . , g rey-b lack  and ultram arine.

A l l  th e  a b o v e  h a v e  th e  tw o - lin e d  o v e rp r in t  
“  M o ro c c o  A g e n c ie s ”  in  black a s  i llu s tra te d .

T h e s e  s ta m p s  w e re  n o t is s u e d  a l l  a t  o n e  
t im e , b u t g r a d u a l ly  a s  th e  s to c k  o f  th e  
fo rm e r  is s u e  b e c a m e  e x h a u s te d  ; in fa c t , a t  
th e  e n d  o f  19 0 3 , th e  o n ly  v a lu e s  is s u e d  w e re  
th e  10  a n d  25  c e n tim o s. T h e  re m a in in g  
v a lu e s  w e r e  is s u e d  a s  fo llo w s  :—

S centimos, January, 1904.
20 „  September, 1904.

1 peseta, November, 1903.
2 pesetas, ,, „

T h e  5 0  c . w a s  p r e p a r e d  fo r  u s e , b u t w a s  
n e v e r  s o ld  b y  th e  B r i t i s h  P o s t  O ffic e s  in  
M o ro c c o  ; it  c o u ld , h o w e v e r , b e  b o u g h t  a t  
th e  G ib r a lt a r  P o s t  O ffic e , a n d  th e n  u s e d  in  
M o ro c c o . [O p in io n s  d if fe r  o n  th is  p o in t .—  
E d . G .S . W .\

A s  r e g a r d s  th e  s iz e  a n d  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  
th e  s h e e ts , th e y  re m a in e d  e x a c t ly  a s  b e fo re  : 
e a c h  o f  th e  tw o  p a n e s  is  s u rro u n d e d  b y  a  
th ic k  b o rd e r  lin e  in  th e  c o lo u r  o f  th e  s ta m p s , 
w h ic h  l in e  i s  b ro k e n  a t  th e  fo u r  c o m e r s .  A s  
b e fo r e , th e  p la te  n u m b e r  i s  sh o w n  in  m a r g in  
fo u r  t im e s , b u t  th is  t im e  is  a  f ig u re  “  1 . ”
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T h e  o v e r p r in t in g  o f  th is  issu e  w a s  d o n e  

fro m  th e  s a m e  p la te s  a s  u se d  p r e v io u s ly  in  
L o n d o n , so  th e  v a r ie t ie s  (v i.)  a n d  (v ii.)  a re  
a g a in  in  e v id e n c e . 1 m y s e l f  h a v e  se e n  th e  
5, to , 20 , a n d  25  c e n tim o s  w ith  v a r ie t y  (v i.) , 
but it is  a  fa c t  th a t  th e  o th e r  v a lu e s  a ls o  
e x is t , a s  th e re  is  n o  d o u b t th a t a l l  th e  K in g ’s 
H e a d  v a lu e s  w e re  p r in te d  s im u lta n e o u s ly , o r  
ra th e r  o n e  a f te r  th e  o th e r  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  
p o s s ib le .

In  19 0 5  s im ila r  s ta m p s  to  th o se  o f  th e  la s t  
issu e  m e n tio n e d  w e re  iss u e d  fo r  u se  in 
M o ro c c o  w ith  th e  M u ltip le  C ro w n  a n d  C A  
w a te rm a rk , a lw a y s  w ith  th e  s a m e  o v e rp r in t , 
“  M o r o c c o  A g e n c ie s ,"  in black. T h e  v a lu e s , 
c o lo u rs , p la te  n u m b e r , a n d  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  
sh e e ts , a r e  e x a c t ly  th e  s a m e  a s  b e fo re , b u t 
v a r ie t y  (v i.)  in  th e  o v e r p r in t '(“ n ”  a n d  “ c ”  
jo in e d  b y  a  h y p h e n )  w a s  re c t ifie d . T h e  lo n g  
s e r i f  to  th e  “  M  ”  ( v a r ie ty  v ii.)  w a s  n o t c o r 
re c te d , a s  it p r o b a b ly  e s c a p e d  th e  n o tic e  o f  
M e s s r s . D e  L a  R u e  &  C o .

T h e  la s t  v a r ie t y  w a s  a ls o  c o r r e c te d  la te r  
on , w h e n  th e  s ta m p s  b e g a n  to  a p p e a r  on  
c h a lk -s u r fa c e d  p a p e r .

IVmi. Multiple Crown C A . Value in second 
'colour.

5 c ., grey-green an d green, 
to  c ., purple on red.
20 c ., grey-green  an d carm ine.
25  c ., deep lilac  and black on bright blue. 
50  c . , deep lilac and violet.

1  p ., grey-b lack  and carm ine.
2  p ., grey-b lack  and u ltram arine.

A l l  th e  a b o v e  h a v e  th e  o v e rp r in t  “  M o r o c c o  
A g e n c ie s ,”  in  black.

F r o m  th e  e n d  o f  19 0 5  a n d  o n w a r d s  th e  
s ta m p s  o f  G ib r a lt a r , a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  th o se  
o f  th e  M o ro c c o  A g e n c ie s , w e re  p r in te d  o n  
c h a lk -s u r fa c e d  p a p e r , in  c o m m o n  w ith  th e  
s ta m p s  o f  m o st  o f  th e  o th e r  B r it is h  c o lo n ie s . 
In  th is  se t  w e  h a v e  th e re fo re  to  m a k e  th e  d is 
tin c tio n  b e tw e e n  o r d in a r y  a n d  c h a lk y  p a p e rs .

W e  k n o w  fo r  c e r ta in  th a t  firs t  o f  a l l  th e  5 
a n d  1 0  c e n t im o s  a p p e a re d  o n  o r d in a r y  
p a p e r ; th e  20  a n d  50  c e n tim o s  w e re  a ls o  
reported  on  o rd in a r y  p a p e r , b u t I p e r s o n a lly  
am  n o t a t a l l  s u re  w h e th e r  th e y , a n d  th e y  
o n ly , w e re  a c t u a lly  iss u e d  to  th e  p u b lic .

W it h  r e g a rd  to  th e  c h a lk -s u r fa c e d  p a p e r , 
it is  b e y o n d  a n y  d o u b t th a t  a l l th e  v a lu e s  in 
lis t  g iv e n  a b o v e  w e re  is s u e d  d u r in g  19 0 6 .

O n  i- J a n u a r y ,  19 0 7 , a s  th e  B r it is h  P o s t  
O ffic e s  in  M o r o c c o  w e re  w ith d ra w n  fro m  th e  
a u th o r ity  o f  G ib r a lt a r ,  a n d  m a d e  d ire c t ly  s u b 
s id ia r y  to  th e  G e n e r a l  P o s t  O ffic e  in  L o n d o n , 
th e  q u a s i -G ib r a l ta r  s ta m p s  w e re  w ith d ra w n . 
In  t h e ir  p la c e  jv e -e  s u b s t itu te d  B r it is h  
s ta m p s  o v e rp r in te d  in  b la c k  “ m o r o c c o  
a g e n c i e s ,”  a n d  v a lu e  in  S p a n is h  c u r re n c y  
b e lo w . T h e  n a m e  is  in  tw o  l in e s , in  b lo c k  
c a p ita ls ,  a t th e  to p  o f  th e  s ta m p , a n d  b e lo w  
th e  in d ic a t io n  o f  v a lu e  is  p la c e d  in  o n e  lin e .

T h e  th re e  h ig h e r  v a lu e s  h a v e  a  s lig h t ly  
la r g e r  s u rc h a r g e , a s  i llu s tra te d  :—

MOROCCO
MOROCCO
'A G EN C IE S

5 CENTIMOS 3 P E S E T A S
Contemporary stamps o f Great Britain , King 

Edward V II type, surcharged as above, in black.
5 centim os on id . ,  pale green.

10  , ,  , ,  id . ,  scarlet.
15  , ,  , ,  l i d . ,  purple and green.
20  , ,  , ,  2d ., green and scarlet.
25  , ,  , ,  2 jd . ,  ultram arine.
40  , ,  , ,  4 d ., green  and brow n.
50 ,,  , ,  5d ., purple and ultram arine.

1 peseta „  tod ., purple and scarlet.
3 pesetas ,,  2s. 6 d ., lilac.
6 , ,  , ,  js . .c a r m in e .

12  , ,  , ,  io s . ,  u ltram arine.

In  a d d it io n  to  th e  a b o v e -m e n tio n e d  sta m p s  
o th e rs  w e re  is s u e d  fro m  th e  e n d  o f  A p r i l  to 
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  Ju n e , 19 0 7 , s im ila r  to  th e  
a b o v e , b u t w ith o u t a n y  in d ic a t io n  o f  v a lu e  in 
S p a n is h  c u r re n c y . T h e y  w e re  a s  fo llo w s  : —

i d . ,  pale  green.
Id .,  scarlet.
2 d ., green and scarlet.

2s. 6 d ., lilac.

4 d ., green an d  brown. 
6d ., purple.
Is . ,  green and scarlet.

In  th is  fo rm  th e  s ta m p s  w e re  u s e d  on  
p a rc e ls . T h e y  w e re  n o t s o ld  o v e r  th e  
c o u n te r  in  a n y  q u a n t ity , b u t h a d  to  b e  b o u g h t 
a s  re q u ire d , a n d  a f f ix e d  to  th e  p a r c e l o r  
a t ta c h e d  d e c la ra t io n  in  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  th e  
o ffice r . S u c h  p a r c e ls  w e re  o n ly  d e s t in e d  fo r  
G r e a t  B r it a in , a s  p a r c e ls  fo r  th e  in te r io r  o f  
M o ro c c o  h a d  to  b e  fra n k e d  w ith  th e  s ta m p s  
in  S p a n is h  c u r re n c y . A s  th e  s o -c a lle d  p a rc e l 
s ta m p s  h a d  th e ir  v a lu e  d e n o te d  in  E n g l is h  
c u r re n c y , th e y  h a d  to  b e  p a id  fo r  in  E n g l is h  
m o n e y , a n d  i f  th e  o r ig in a l r e s tr ic t io n s  h a d  
b e e n  r ig id ly  e n fo rc e d  th e y  w o u ld  n o w  b e  
e x c e e d in g ly  r a r e . A s  u s u a l, r e g u la t io n s  w e re  
d is r e g a r d e d , a n d  q u a n tit ie s  c a m e  in to  c i r 
cu la tio n  u n u se d , a n d  c a n c e lle d  to  o rd e r . 
T h e  p a r c e l p o s t  tra ff ic  c a r r ie d  o n  b y  the 
B r it is h  P o st  O ffice s  in  M o ro c c o  is  o f  the 
s m a lle s t  o rd e r , a n d  p a rc e ls  a r e  o n ly  sh ip p e d  
tw ic e  a  m o n th  b y  th e  F o rw o o d  L in e .

T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  d o u b t th a t  th e se  p a rc e l 
p o st s ta m p s  a r e  n o th in g  m o re  o r  le s s  th an  a  
sp e c u la t iv e  is s u e  m a d e  fo r  c o lle c to rs  ; th is 
is  se e n  w h e n , o n  c o n s u lt in g  th e  M o ro c c o  
p a r c e ls  ta r iff, w e  n o tic e  th a t th e re  is not a  
s in g le  ra te  in  w h ic h  a re  fra c t io n s  o f  a  p e n n y .*  
E v id e n t ly  th e  £ d . s ta m p  is  a b s o lu te ly  u s e le s s !

T h e  6  a n d  1 2  p e s e ta s  o f  th e  p ro p e r  issu e  
a r e  a ls o  a b s o lu te ly  u s e le ss  ; th e  p o s ta l a g e n t  
in  M a z a g a n  s ta te d  th a t  d u r in g  a  c o m p le te  
y e a r , e n d in g  3 1  J a n u a r y ,  19 0 8 , n o t a  s in g le  
o n e  o f  th e se  tw o  v a lu e s  w a s  u se d  p o s ta lly , in 
th e  p ro p e r  s e n s e  o f  th e  te rm  1

* The English Post Office does not lend itself to such 
speculation. The issue is for the accommodation of the 
public: see G.S. IV ., No. 169.— Eo. G .S . IV .

{T o  be continued.)
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The Genus Homo in Philately — continued
B y  B E R TR A M  W . H. POOLE

T H E  L a o s  a r e  a ls o  r e p re s e n te d  o n  o n e  
o f  th e  c u r re n t  s ta m p s  o f  In d o -C h in a . 
T h e y  a r e  c lo s e ly  re la te d  to  th e  S ia m e s e ,  

a n d  b e lo n g  to  th e  s a m e  s t o c k  a s  th e  o th e r  
In d o -C h in e s e  tr ib e s . T h e y  a r e  p r o b a b ly  

d e s c e n d e d  fro m  th e  a b o 
r ig in a l r a c e s  o f  C h in a  w h ic h  
a p p e a re d  o n  th e  U p p e r  
I r a w a d i  a b o u t  2 0 0 0  y e a r s  
a g o . T h e y  a r e  a  p e a c e fu l, 
p le a s u re - lo v in g  p e o p le  o f  
a g r ic u ltu r a l  h a b it s . O n e  
c u r io u s  b e lie f  th e s e  p e o p le  
h a v e  is  w o rth  re c o rd in g . 
T h e y  b e lie v e  a  m a n ’s  s p ir it  
t a k e s  th e  fo rm  o f  a  b u tte r 
f ly , w h ic h  le a v e s  h im  w h e n  
h e  is  a s le e p  o r  u n c o n sc io u s . 

H e n c e  t h e y  n e v e r  w il l in g ly  a w a k e n  a n y  o n e  
s u d d e n ly  “ fo r  fe a r  h is  b u tte r f ly  m a y  n o t 
re tu rn  in  t im e .”

O n  a n o th e r  s ta m p  o f  I n d o - C h in a  a  M u o n g  
is  r e p re s e n te d . T h e  M u o n g s  a r e  a  r a c e  o f  
B u rm e s e  e x tra c t io n  d if fe r 
in g  litt le  fro m  th e  o r d in a r y  
B u rm a n s . T h e y  a r e  s h o rt , 
th ic k -s e t , a n d  fla t - fe a tu re d , 
a n d  a re  e x c ita b le , tu rb u le n t , 
a n d  m u ch  g iv e n  to  d a c o ity  
o r  h ig h w a y  r o b b e ry . T h e y  
a r e  s a id  to  m a k e  g o o d  
fa rm e rs  a n d  s h o p k e e p e r s .

C lo s e ly  re la te d  to  th e  
In d o -C h in e s e  r a c e s  a l r e a d y  
re fe rre d  to  a r e  th e  n a t iv e s  
o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  S ia m .
T h e y  b e lo n g  to  th e  S o u th e rn  M o n g o lic  
s to c k , a n d  a r e  a  w e ll- fo rm e d  p e o p le , w ith  
o l iv e  c o m p le x io n  a n d  b la c k  h a ir .  T h e y  a r e

d a r k e r  th a n  th e  C h in e s e , b u t  fa ir e r  a n d  
h a n d s o m e r  th a n  th e  M a la y s .  T h e y  a r e  p a r 
t ic u la r ly  fo n d  o f  b a th in g  a n d  s w im m in g , a n d  
s p e n d  a  g o o d  d e a l o f  t im e  in  th e  w a te r — a  
p r a c t ic e  r e n d e r e d  a lm o s t  n e c e s s a r y  b y  th e  
h e a t  o f  th e  c lim a te . R e v e r e n c e  fo r  a u th o r ity  
a p p e a r s  to  b e  th e  g r o u n d w o r k  o n  w h ic h  a l l  
in s t itu t io n s  a n d  h a b it s  a r e  fo u n d e d , a n d  it  is  
d e v e lo p e d  to  th e  m o st  a b s u r d  e x t re m e s . 
N o  m a n  o f  in fe r io r  r a n k  d a r e s  to  r a is e  h is  
h e a d  to  th e  le v e l  o f  th a t  o f  h is  s u p e r io r , a n d  
n o  o n e  c a n  c r o s s  a  b r id g e  w h e n  s o m e  o n e

o f  h ig h e r  r a n k  h a p p e n s  to  b e  p a s s in g  b e lo w . 
T h e y  a r e  a  p e a c e fu l a n d  in d o le n t  r a c e , w h o  
h a v e  re c e n t ly  sh o w n  p ro m is e  o f  a s s im ila t in g  
W e s te rn  c iv iliz a tio n .

T h e  M a la y  ra c e , w h ic h  g iv e s  i t s  n a m e  to  
th e  w h o le  re g io n  o f  M a la y s ia ,  is  a  b ra n c h

o f  th e  g r e a t  M o n g o lia n  d iv is io n  o f  m a n k in d . 
T h e y  a r e  o f  a  d is t in c t ly  M o n g o lic  p h y s ic a l 
t y p e , b e in g  s lim  a n d  o f  lo w  s ta tu re , so m e  
th r e e  o r  fo u r in c h e s  b e lo w  th e  a v e r a g e  
E u r o p e a n  h e ig h t . T h e i r  o r ig in  is  d o u b tfu l, 
b u t  S u m a tr a  is  g e n e r a l ly  r e g a r d e d  a s  th e ir  
o r ig in a l h o m e . T h e r e  a r e  th r e e  re c o g n iz e d  
s o c ia l  g r o u p s  o f  th e  M a l a y s :  th e  “ m e n  o f  
th e  s o il,”  o r  O rang Bentta ;  th e  “  m en  o f  th e  
s e a ,”  o r  O rang L a u t; a n d  th e  “ M a la y  m e n ,”  
o r  O rang M alayu. T h e  la t te r  a r e  th e  m o re  
c iv il iz e d  M a la y s ,  a n d  a r c  fo u n d  c h ie f ly  in  
th e  F e d e r a te d  M a la y  S t a te s ,  a n d  B o rn e o . 
T h e  tw o  S u lt a n s  sh o w n  o n  th e  J o h o r e  s ta m p s  
i llu s t r a te d  a r e  ty p ic a l  m e m b e rs  o f  th is  g r o u p . 
T h e  p r in c ip a l c h a r a c te r is t ic  o f  th e  M a la y  is  
h is  e a s y - g o in g  a n d  in d o le n t  n a tu re . H e  is  
g e n t le , q u ie t , e x t re m e ly  c iv il  in  m a n n e r , a n d  
n o t w o n t to  re b e l a g a in s t  a u th o r ity . H e  
n e v e r  o p e n ly  e x p r e s s e s  s u rp r is e  o r  fe a r , a n d  
is  u s u a l ly  s lo w  a n d  d e l ib e r a te  in  s p e e c h . 
M a la y s  d o  n o t o fte n  o ffe n d  o n e  a n o th e r  o r  
in d u lg e  in  ro u g h  b e h a v io u r  o f  a n y  so rt . 
T h e y  a r e  p a r t ic u la r  in  a l l  m a t te r s  o f  e t iq u e tte , 
a n d  th e  u p p e r  c la s s e s  b e h a v e  in  a  d ig n ifie d  
m a n n e r  q u ite  o n  a  p a r  w ith  th a t  o f  E u r o 
p e a n s . A g a in s t  th e se  v ir tu e s , M a la y s  h a v e  
a  b a d  re p u ta t io n  fo r  c ru e lty  a n d  c o n te m p t o f  
h u m a n  life . T h e y  d is l ik e  m a n u a l la b o u r , 
b u t w h e n  c o n te n te d  a n d  w e ll p a id  c a n  g e t  
th ro u g h  a  v e r y  la r g e  a m o u n t o f  w o rk .

C lo s e ly  re la te d  to  th e  M a la y s  a r e  th e  
D y a k s  o f  N o r th  B o r n e o . A t  o n e  t im e  th e  

D y a k s  h a d  a n  u n e n v ia b le  
re p u ta t io n  a s  ra p a c io u s  
h e a d -h u n te r s . T h i s  b a r 
b a r o u s  p r a c t ic e  s ta r te d  
s o m e  c e n tu r ie s  a g o , fo r  
t r a v e l le r s  in  th e  s ix te e n th  
c e n tu r y  s p o k e  o f  its  e x is t 
e n c e . H o w  it  s ta r te d  is  
u n k n o w n , b u t  fo r  s o m e  
r e a s o n  o r  o th e r  s k u l ls  
■ becam e o b je c t s  o f  v e n e 

r a t io n  a m o n g  th is  r a c e ,  a n d  th u s  s k u lls  w e re
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r e g a rd e d  a s  th e  m o st su ita b le  o b je c t s  w ith  
w h ic h  to  a p p e a s e  th e  s p ir it s  o f  th e ir  a n c e s 
to rs . U s u a l ly  th e  h e a d s  w e re  k e p t  in  b e a u t i
fu lly  c a rv e d  b o x e s , a n d  th e y  w e re  tre a su re d  
a s  v a lu a b le  fa m ily  h e ir lo o m s . W h e n  a  c h ie f  
w is h e d  to  o rn a m e n t h is  h o u se  h e  d e m a n d e d  
s k u lls  ; w h en  a  h o u se  w a s  b u ilt h e a d s  h a d  to  
b e  p la c e d  u n d e r  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  ; a n d  n o n e 
b u t s u c c e ss fu l h e a d -h u n te rs  c o u ld  c la im  to 
b e  ta tto o e d . In d e e d , h e a d s  e n te re d  la r g e ly  
in to  a l l  th e  v a r io u s  c e re m o n ie s  a n d  c u sto m s  
o f  th e  M a la y s ,  a n d  th e y  w e re  c o lle c te d  
m u ch  a s  w e  c o lle c t  s ta m p s . T h e  p ra c t ic e  
h a s  n o w  n e a r ly  b e e n  s ta m p e d  ou t, a n d  in 
m o st p la c e s  in N o rth  B o rn e o  o ld  s k u lls  lie  
a b o u t a s  so  m u ch  lu m b e r , in s te a d  o f  b e in g  
c a re fu lly  c h e r is h e d  a s  o f  o ld . T h e  D y a k s  
a re  a n  a c t iv e  a n d  w a rlik e  ra c e j p o s s e s s in g  a  
c o n s id e r a b le  d e g r e e  o f  in d ig e n o u s  c iv il iz a 
tio n , a n d  th e ir  m o ra l c h a ra c te r  is  v e r y  fine.

T h e  n e x t  g r e a t  d iv is io n  o f  m a n k in d  c o m 
p r is e s  th e  b la c k  r a c e s , a n d  is k n o w n  a s  th e  
E th io p ic . A l l  th e  p e o p le  o f  th is  d iv is io n  
liv e  in  A fr ic a  a n d  A u s t r a la s ia , a n d  no 
in d ig e n o u s  m e m b e rs  a r e  fo u n d  in  th e  o th e r  
c o n tin e n ts .

F i r s t  w e  w ill s ta r t  w ith  th e  S w a h a li  o r  
S u a h a li  r a c e  fo u n d  in  Z a n z ib a r  a n d  th e  s u r 
ro u n d in g  te r r ito ry . T h is  is a  h y b r id  ra c e  
fo rm e d  b y  th e  in te rm a r r ia g e  o f  A r a b  se tt le rs  
w ith  th e  o r ig in a l c o a s t  n a t iv e s  a n d  w ith  the

n e g ro e s  b ro u g h t fro m  th e  in te r io r  a s  s la v e s . 
T h e  n a m e  is  d e r iv e d  fro m  th e  A r a b ic  w o rd  
sahel, a  co a st . T h e  in flu e n c e  o f  th e  A ra b s

on  E a s t  A fr ic a n  h is to r y  b e g a n  p r o b a b ly  m o re  
th a n  tw o  th o u sa n d  y e a r s  a g o . T h e y  h a v e  
c o n s ta n t ly  e s ta b lis h e d  s ta t io n s  o n  th e  E a s t  
A fr ic a n  c o a s t , a n d  fo r  c e n tu r ie s  th e re  w a s  
a lm o s t  c o n tin u o u s  f ig h t in g  b e tw e e n  th em  
a n d  th e  c o a s t  t r ib e s . T h e  A r a b s  w e r e  c o n 
t in u o u sly  re in fo rc e d  b y  fr e s h  a r r iv a ls ,  a n d  
m a n y  o f  th e se  s e t t le d  in  th e  c o u n try , a n d  
g r a d u a l ly  m ix e d  w ith  th e  n e g r o e s . T h e ir  
o f fs p r in g  a r e  th e  p re s e n t -d a y  S u a h a l is ,  in  
w h o m  th e  n e g r o  o r  E t h io p ic  e le m e n t is  
m u ch  th e  la rg e r . T h e  S u a h a l is  a r e  M o h a m 
m e d a n s , b u t th e y  a r c  v e r y  to le ra n t , a s  m a y  
b e  ju d g e d  fro m  o n e  o f  th e ir  fa v o u r ite  
p r o v e r b s , w h ic h  a s s e r t s  th a t  a  u se fu l in fide l 
is b e tte r  th a n  a  u s e le s s  b e lie v e r .

(T o  be continued.')

Postal methods and means during 
the American Civil Wan, 1861-5
B y  W. W A R D  (a l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .)

Freightage of the Mails
(i) Exterior

T H O U G H  a c tu a l w a r fa re  d id  n o t p r o 
p e r ly  p u t in  a p p e a ra n c e  u n til L in c o ln  
c a l le d  o u t 7 5 ,0 0 0  tro o p s  o f  m ilit ia  fro m  

the lo y a l  S t a te s  o n  15  A p r il , th e  fir s t  sh o t fired  
in a n g e r  w a s  a im e d  fro m  a  b a t te r y  o n  M o rr is  
Is la n d  o n  9 J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6 1 ,  a t a  v e s s e l  b r in g in g  
re in fo rc e m e n ts  o rd e re d  b y  B u c h a n a n  to  F o r t  
S u m te r  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  F e d e r a ls .  S o  
q u ic k ly  h a d  th e  fe e lin g s  o f  th e  p e o p le  sp re a d  
in S o u th  C a r o l in a  th a t  s ie g e  w a s  la id  a g a in s t  
F o r t  S u m te r . T h e  N a t io n a l G o v e rn m e n t  
Im m e d ia te ly  u p o n  re c e ip t  o f  th e  n e w s  o f  th e  
c o n d it io n s  s e n t  th e  a b o v e -m e n tio n e d  re in 
fo rc e m e n ts  to  th e  fo rt, w h ich  w a s  u n d e r  th e  
c o m m a n d  o f  a  M a jo r  A n d e r s o n . F o r t  
S u m te r  fe ll  in to  t jie  h a n d s  o f  th e  C o n 
fe d e ra te  G e n e r a l  B e a u r e g a r d , o n  1 3  A p r il , 
] 8 6 1 , p r a c t ic a l ly  w ith o u t b lo o d s h e d , fo r  s in 
g u la r  to  re la te  n o t a  m an  w a s  k il le d  o r 
m o rta lly  w o u n d e d . T h u s  w e  fin d  th e  first 
c o n flic t  o f  th e  w a r . T w o  d a y s  a f te r  h o st ili
tie s  c o m m e n c e d  in  r e a l e a rn e s t .

O n  1 4  M a y , 1 8 6 1 ,  th e  London Gazelle

iss u e d  a  p ro c la m a tio n  o f  n e u tra lity , a n d  
fu r th e r  w a rn e d  a n y  B r it is h  s h ip o w n e rs  th a t 
i f  th e y  w en t to  C h a r le s to n  fo r  c o tto n , o r  N e w  
O rle a n s  ta k in g  h a rd w a re , o r  bringing m ails 

from  any port in  th e  “  c e r ta in  S t a te s  s ty lin g  
th e m s e lv e s  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  S t a te s  o f  A m e r i
c a ,”  b y  th e  v io la t io n  o f  th e  “ la w s  o f  th e  
n a t io n s  u n h a p p ily  a t  w a r ,”  th e y  m u st e x p e c t  
n o  p ro te c tio n  o r  re d re s s  fro m  th e  C ro w n .

I c a n  fin d  n o  p a r t ic u la rs  a b o u t  th e  p ro h ib i
tion  o f  taking m ails into the Confederacy, but 
s u p p o se  i f  it  w a s  w o rth  a  c a p ta in ’s r isk , h e  
m ig h t  ju s t  a s  w e l l ta k e  m a ils  in  a s  b r in g  
th e m  ou t. N a t u r a l ly  m o re  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  
w o u ld  b e  se n t  o u t  o f  th e  c o u n try , a s  o rd e rs  
fo r  c o n tra b a n d  o f  w a r, r if le s , a m m u n itio n , 
e tc ., th a n  w o u ld  b e  th e  c a s e  o f  r e c e iv in g .

A s  a n  in s ta n c e  o f  th e  m e th o d  o f  “ ru n 
n in g  ”  th e  m a ils  o u t o f  th e  c o u n try  a n d  th e  
d iffic u lt ie s  to  b e  fa c e d , I m ig h t  m en tio n  th e  
fa m o u s  c a s e  o f  th e  E n g l is h  m a il s te a m e r , 
th e  Trent. E a r l y  in N o v e m b e r , 1 8 6 1 ,  th e  
Trent s u c c e s s fu lly  b ro k e  th e  b lo c k a d e  fro m  
N e w  O rle a n s , h a v in g  on  b o a r d  a n  u n u su a lly  
la r g e  q u a n t ity  o f  m a ils  a n d  sp e c ie , b e s id e s
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s e v e r a l  C o n fe d e ra te  e n v o y s . T h e s e  w e re  
g o in g  to  E u r o p e  to  p ro c u re  a rm s  a n d  e n lis t  
m e n , s o  p r o b a b ly  th e  s p e c ie  m e n tio n e d  w a s  
th e  “ n e c e s s a r y ”  w ith  w h ic h  to  p u rc h a s e  th e  
fo rm e r . T h e  Trent r e a c h e d  H a v a n a  s a fe ly  on  
7  N o v e m b e r , a n d  o n  th e  n e x t  d a y ,  a s  s h e  
w a s  s a i l in g  th ro u g h  th e  B a h a m a  C h a n n e l, a  
la r g e  s te a m e r  h a v in g  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  
m a n -o f-w a r , b u t s h o w in g  n o  c o lo u rs , w a s  
o b s e rv e d  a h e a d . T h e  s t r a n g e r  h o v e  to, a n d  
a s  th e  Trent a p p ro a c h e d , f ir e d  a  s h o t  a c r o s s  
h e r  b o w s  a n d  h o is te d  th e  Y a n k e e  c o lo u rs . 
T h e  Trent s la c k e n e d  h e r  s p e e d , b u t  s to p p e d  
w h e n  th e  w a r - fr ig a te  fire d  a  s h e ll, w h ic h  
e x p lo d e d  im m e d ia te ly  o n  h e r  b o w s. A  b o a t  
s t r o n g ly  a rm e d  a n d  m a n n e d  b o a r d e d  th e  
m a il-p a c k e t , a n d  it w a s  fo u n d  th a t th e  m ili
ta n t  s t r a n g e r  w a s  th e  U n it e d  S t a te s  s te a m 
s h ip  San Ja cin to , o f  e ig h t  g u n s , u n d e r  th e  
c o m m a n d  o f  C a p ta in  W ilk e s .  T h e  o f f ic e r  in  
c o m m a n d  o f  th e  b o a t  h a d  o rd e rs  to  a r r e s t  
th e  p e r so n s  o f  M e s s r s . M a s o n  a n d  S l id e ll ,  
a n d  t h e ir  s e c r e ta r ie s , a n d  s e a r c h  th e  m a ils . 
T h e  B r i t i s h  o ffic e r  in  c h a r g e  o f  th e  T ren fs 
m a ils  w a s  n o t th e  m an  to  le t  th is  h ig h 
h a n d e d  a c t  b e  t ra n s a c te d  q u ie t ly . H e  p ro 
te s te d  fo rc ib ly  a g a in s t  th e  w h o le  p r o c e e d in g , 
w h ic h  h e  d e n o u n c e d  a s  i l l e g a l  a n d  n o th in g  
sh o rt  o f  a  p ira t ic a l  o u tra g e . H e  s to o d  o v e r  
th e  h o ld  w ith  a  b a r e d  s w o rd , to g e th e r  w ith  
s e v e r a l  s u b o rd in a te  o ffic e rs  a n d  m en , a n d  re 
fu s e d  to  a llo w  a n y  t a m p e r in g  w ith  th e  m a ils , 
w h ic h  h e  s ta te d  w e re  n o w  B r i t i s h  p ro p e r ty .

In  o r d e r  to  p re v e n t  b lo o d s h e d  th e  fo u r  
C o n fe d e r a te s  g a v e  th e m s e lv e s  in  c h a r g e . 
N o t  u n til C o m m a n d e r  W il l ia m s  h a d  r e a l ly  
s e e n  th a t  r e s is ta n c e  w o u ld  b e  u s e le s s , a n d  
b e fo re  m o re  b o a t fu ls  o f  a rm e d  m e n  h a d  
b o a r d e d  th e  Trent, d id  h e  a llo w  th e  se iz u re  
a n d  t ra n s fe r . T h e  Trent w a s  a l lo w e d  to  
p u rs u e  h e r  w a y , fir s t  c a l l in g  a t  th e  is la n d  o f  
S t .  T h o m a s  a n d  th e n c e  to  h e r  d e s t in a t io n , 
S o u th a m p to n . C o m m a n d e r  W il l ia m s  a t  
o n c e  r e p o r te d  th e  m a tte r . P u b lic  o p in io n  in  
th is  c o u n try  d e c id e d  th a t  th e  o c c u r r e n c e  w a s  
n o th in g  s h o r t  o f  a  w a n to n  o u tr a g e  to  p ro 
v o k e  a  P o w e r  w h ic h  w a s  o f  th e  u tm o st  
c o n s e q u e n c e  to  th e  F e d e r a ls  in  r e m a in in g  
n e u tra l . I f  th e  e n e m y  c o u ld  b r e a k  th e  
b lo c k a d e s , th e n  i f  G r e a t  B r i t a in  h a d  ta k e n  
a n  e x t re m e  v ie w  s h e  c o u ld  h a v e  l i t e r a lly  
s w e p t  th e  b lo c k a d in g  s q u a d r o n s  fro m  th e  
s e a s . N o t  o n ly  in  E n g la n d  w a s  th e  fe e lin g  
s t ro n g , b u t  in  a l l  E u r o p e . N o t  o n ly  E a r l  
R u s s e l l ,  o n  th e  b e h a l f  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a in ,  b u t  
M . T h o u v e n e l , o n  th e  b e h a l f  o f  th e  E m p e r o r  
o f  th e  F r e n c h , K in g  o f  P r u s s ia ,  E m p e r o r  o f  
A u s t r ia ,  a n d  C z a r  o f  R u s s ia ,  w ro te  to  W a s h 
in g to n  r e p r e h e n d in g  th e  a c t  o f  C a p t . W ilk e s .

N o t  o n ly  w a s  th e  F e d e r a l  r e p ly  b y  M r . 
S e w a r d  d is p o s e d  to  c o n s id e r  th e  c a p tu r e  
la w fu l, b u t  th e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  
a c t u a l ly  p a s s e d  a  v o te  o f  t h a n k s  t o  C a p ta in  
W ilk e s  fo r  th e  v ig o u r  o f  h is  p r o c e e d in g s . *

U p o n  th is  th e  E n g l is h  n a t io n  p r e p a r e d

fo r  w a r . T h e  a r s e n a ls  a n d  d o c k y a rd s  w e re  
k e p t  b u s y , a n d  t ro o p s  w e r e  d is p a tc h e d  to  
C a n a d a . T h e  u n e x p e c te d  w a rm th  a n d  
h e a r t in e s s  w ith  w h ic h  th e  C a n a d ia n s  m et 
th e  a p p e a l so  s u d d e n ly  m a d e  u p o n  th e ir  
lo y a lt y , th e  c a l l in g  o u t o f  t h e ir  m ilit ia  a n d  
v o lu n te e rs , th e  s t re n g th e n in g  o f  th e  fro n tie rs , 
c a n  n e v e r  b e  fo rg o tte n . S o  s t ro n g  w a s  th e  
fe e lin g  in  C a n a d a  th a t  th e  P r e s s  p u b lish e d  
in s in u a t io n s  p ro p o u n d in g  th e  a n n e x a t io n  o f  
th e  U n ite d  S ta te s .

T h e  F e d e r a ls  w e r e  g iv e n  th e  c h o ic e  o f  
r e tu rn in g  th e  m a ils , a n d  b y  w a y  o f  c o m 
p e n sa t io n  l ib e r a t in g  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  e n v o y s  
o r  h a v in g  w a r  d e c la r e d . T h e  fo rm e r  w a s  
c h o se n , a n d  th e  c a p tu re d  p e rs o n s  w e re  
t r a n s fe r re d  to  H e r  M a je s t y ’s  s h ip  Rinaldo.

I t  m u st  b e  re m e m b e re d  th a t in  th o se  d a y s  
f r ie n d ly  fe e lin g  b e tw e e n  U n c le  S a m  a n d  
J o h n  B u ll  w a s  u n k n o w n  ; in d e e d , it is  s a id  
th a t  n o  E n g l is h m a n  w a s  e v e r  in  B o s to n  a  
w e e k  b e fo re  h e  h a d  a  f ig h t  w ith  so m e  
B o s to n ia n  fo r  m e n tio n in g  “ T e a . ”  T o  a  
g r e a t  e x te n t  p e t ty  je a lo u s y  h a s  n o w  c h a n g e d  
ro u n d  to  c o m m o n  se n se .

A ft e r  th e  Trent in c id e n t  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  
e x te r io r  m a ils  w e r e  fo r  th e  m o st  p a r t  c a r r ie d  
b y  E n g l i s h  p r iv a te e r s , w h o , w h e n  th e y  
s u c c e s s fu l ly  r a n  th e  b lo c k a d e , to o k  th e  
c o r re s p o n d e n c e  to  H a v a n a , S t .  T h o m a s , o r  
H a l i fa x ,  B e rm u d a . A n y  le t te r s  th a t  w e re  
f r a n k e d  w e re , o f  c o u rs e , d u t ia b le  to  a  su r
c h a r g e  p o s ta g e  u p o n  b e in g  d e l iv e r e d , th e re  
b e in g  n o  a r r a n g e m e n t , n o r  m u ch  c h a n c e  o f  
a n y , b e tw e e n  th e  C o n fe d e r a te  S t a te s  a n d  
a n y  o th e r  c o u n try .

S o o n  a f te r  th e  is s u e  o f  th e  firs t  C o n 
fe d e ra te  s ta m p s  it  w a s  c o n s id e re d  n e c e s 
s a r y  to  p ro c u re  a  p e r fo ra t in g  m a c h in e . 
A c c o r d in g ly  a  M r . O ffu t, th e  D e p u ty  P o s t 
m a s te r , o rd e re d  o n e  fro m  M e s s r s . D e  L a  
R u e , o f  L o n d o n . T h i s  w a s  s a fe ly  im p o rte d , 
b y  w a y  o f  S a v a n n a h , to  R ic h m o n d . A fte r  
th e  p e r fo ra tio n  o f  a  fe w  s h e e ts , v a r io u s  
m a t te r s  a r is in g , th e  u s e  w a s  a b a n d o n e d , 
p r o b a b ly  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  a d ja c e n t  v ic in ity  
o f  G e n e r a l  G r a n t . T h i s  m a c h in e , b y  th e  
w a y , p e r fo ra te d  a  g a u g e  o f  1 2 J  a n d  w a s  
“  s in g le - lin e d ,”  h e n c e  m a y b e  th e  c a u s e  o f  s o  
fe w  s ta m p s  b e in g  p e r fo ra te d , o n  a c c o u n t  o f  
th e  te d io u s  o p e ra t io n  o f  b e in g  a b le  to  w o rk  
o n ly  o n e  lin e  o f  p e r fo ra tio n  a t  a  tim e . 
T h e  fir s t  s h e e ts  e x p e r im e n te d  u p o n  w e re  
fr a m e d  a n d  h u n g  u p o n  th e  w a lls  o f  th e  
T r e a s u r y  o ffic e s .

T h e  le tte rs  fo r  fr ie n d s  in  E n g la n d  o r  
C o n fe d e r a te  o r d e r s  fo r  s u p p lie s , w ith o u t 
a lm o s t  a  s in g le  e x c e p t io n , a f t e r  th e  fo rm a l 
d e c la r a t io n  o f  w a r ,  w e r e  c a r r ie d  b y  th o se  
p r iv a te e r s  in  fa v o u r  w ith  th e  C o n fe d e r a c y , 
a r r a n g e m e n ts  b e in g  m a d e  w ith  th e  in d iv id u a l 
c a p ta in s  a s  r e g a r d s  p a y m e n t , w h ic h  w o u ld  
b e  in flu e n c e d  b y  th e  v a lu e  a n d  m e r its  o f  th e  
m a ils  h e  w a s  to  c a r r y , a n d  th e  r is k s  o f  
e n c o u n te r  w ith  t h e  e n e m y .

{T o  I t  continued.}
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The Postage Due Stamps of Belgium
B y  C H . D E  B O N T
Issue of i  August, 1870

A S  it h a d  b e e n  k n o w n  fo r  s o m e  litt le  t im e  
th a t  th e re  w e re  c o n s id e r a b le  i r r e g u 
la r it ie s  in  th e  c o lle c tio n  o f  th e  a m o u n ts  

d u e  o n  le t te r s , e tc .,  o w in g  to  th e ir  b e in g  
in s u ff ic ie n tly  p r e p a id  b y  th e  s e n d e r , th e  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b lic  W o r k s  d e c id e d  to  
is s u e  c o n tro l s ta m p s  o f  s p e c ia l  d e s ig n . T h e  
fo llo w in g  M in is te r ia l  d e c re e , d a t e d  2 0  J u ly ,  
18 7 0 , w a s  th e re fo re  is s u e d  :—

B Y  ORDER OF TH E M INISTER OF 
rU B LIC  WORKS.

1 .  T h e  issue is hereby sanctioned o f sjiecial 
control stam ps o f  the values 10  an d  20  centim es, 
w hich are to be designated “  chijfrcs-taxe ” : they 
are  to lie affixed  to such letters a s  are  entirely or 
p artly  unprepaid, a lw ay s  provided that they are  
on ly to be used for letters w hich a re  posted in 
an d delivered b y  the sam e office.

2 . A ll instructions given  w ith  regard  to the p re
paration , storage, issue, an d  book-keeping o f 
ordinary postage stam ps ap p ly  eq u a lly  to these 
P ostage Dues.

3 . T h is decree w ill com e into force on :  A ugust

next- B russels, 20  Ju ly , 1870.
V. J acobs.

Q u ite  a  lo n g  tim e  b e fo re , th e  D e p a r tm e n t  
o f  P u b lic  W o r k s  h a d  d e c id e d  to  issu e  tw o  
P o s ta g e  D u e  s ta m p s  o n  1 J a n u a r y ,  18 7 0 , 
w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  e n g r a v e d  b y  M . C h . W ie n e r . 
A t  firs t  it  w a s  d e c id e d  th a t  th e s e  s ta m p s  
s h o u ld  b e  l ith o g ra p h e d , b u t e v e n tu a l ly  a  
fir s t  s u p p ly  w a s  p r in te d  t y p o g ra p h ic a l ly . 
T h e s e  P o s t a g e  D u e s  w e re  r e c ta n g u la r  in  
s h a p e , th e  d e s ig n  b e in g  a s  fo l lo w s :  In  th e  
u p p e r  p a rt  o f  th e  fra m e  th e  w o rd  BELGIQUE, 
in  th e  lo w e r  p a r t  po stes ; w ith in  th e  f r a m e  
w a s  in s c r ib e d  th e  v a lu e  in  f ig u r e s  a n d  a ls o  
CENTIMES—a PERCEVOIR. T h e  i o  c e n tim e s  
w a s  black, a n d  th e  20  c e n t im e s  deep blue. 
T h e  w h o le  o f  th is  p r in t in g  w a s  d e s tro y e d .

O n  20  A u g u s t , 18 7 0 , a  c ir c u la r  w a s  is su e d , 
o f  w h ic h  th e  fo llo w in g  is  a n  e x t r a c t :—

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L I C  W O R K S .
P O S T  O F F -IC E  B R A N C H .

Sin ce 1 A ugust o f  this year, the am ount p a y 
ab le on unpaid, or insufficiently p aid , letters, d is 
tributed b y  the sam e office as that in which they 
are posted, is denoted by special stam ps, called 
“ chiffres-iaxc” (i.e. Postage D u e s ) ; these stam ps 
are affixed b y  the postal officials according to the 
am ount p ayab le. T hese P ostage D ues are issued 
in tw o values, IO centimes and 20 cen tim e s; 
they m ay not be used b y  the public to frank 
letters. Postm en a re  fo bidden to collect m oney 
on the class o f  letters m entioned ab ove, unless 
Postage D ue stam ps am ounting to the sum de
m anded be affixed to the letter.

T h e s e  P o s t a g e  D u e  s ta m p s  w e r e  d e s ig n e d  
b y  M r. H . H e n d r ic k s  a n d  e n g r a v e d  b y  M r .

A . D o m s  ; th e  in it ia ls  o f  th e se  g e n tle m e n  
( “  h . H .” — “ a . d . ” ) m a y  b e  fo u n d  b e lo w  e a c h  
s ta m p .

T h e y  w e r e  p r in te d  ty p o g ra p h ic a l ly  in  
c o lo u r  o n  w h ite  p a p e r , a n d  w e re  p e r fo ra te d
1 5 .  T h e  f ig u r e s  o f  v a lu e .a p p e a r  in  w h ite  in  
a n  o v a l  o f  so lid  c o lo u r . T h e  in sc r ip t io n , 
A  PER C E V O IR  a t  th e  to p , a n d  c e n t i m e s  a t  
th e  b o tto m , is  sh o w n  in  a n  o v a l fr a m e  
s u rro u n d in g  th e  fig u re s  o f  v a lu e . T h e  r o y a l 
c ro w n  is  p la c e d  a b o v e  th e  f ig u r e s  o f  v a lu e , 
a n d  th e  m o tto , “  L ’ U n io n  fa it  la  F o r c e ,”  in  a  
s c ro ll a t  th e  b o tto m  o f  th e  s ta m p . In  th e  
u p p e r  le ft -h a n d  c o rn e rs , a  h a n d  s y m b o lic a l 
o f  ju s t ic e  m a y  b e  se e n  o n  th e  le ft , a n d  a  lio n  
o n  th e  r ig h t .

W h e n  th e  a m o u n t o f  su rta x  o n  a  le t t e r  
w a s  5, 1 5 ,  o r  25  c e n t im e s , in  a d d it io n  to  
P o s t a g e  D u e  s ta m p s  o f  1 0  a n d  2 0  c e n tim e s  
th e  h a l f  o f  a  1 0  c e n tim e s  w a s  u s e d  to  m a k e  
u p  th e  o d d  5 c e n tim e s . A c c o r d in g  to  th e  
re g u la t io n s  in s u c h  a  c a s e  th e  s ta m p  w a s  to  
b e  d iv id e d  h o r iz o n ta lly ; th is  w a s  m a d e  q u ite  
c le a r  b y  a  c ir c u la r  is s u e d  o n  6  Ja n u a r y ,  1 8 7 1 ,  
b y  th e  D ir e c to r -G e n e ra l  T a s s ia u x ,  w h ic h  
re fe r r e d  to  th e  s u rta x  p a y a b le  in  c e r ta in  
c a s e s  o n  in su ff ic ie n tly  p a id  p o st c a rd s . T h e  
c ir c u la r  s ta te d  th a t  fo r  s u c h  c a r d s  a  P o s ta g e  
D u e  s ta m p  o f  1 0  c e n t im e s  w a s  to  b e  b is e c te d  
h o r iz o n ta lly , th e  tw o  h a lv e s  b e in g  e a c h  th e n  
e q u iv a le n t  to  5 c e n tim e s .

I n  s p ite  o f  th e  r e g u la t io n  se t  fo rth  a b o v e , 
in  m a n y  p o s t  o ffic e s  s ta m p s  w e re  b is e c te d  
in  d if fe re n t  w a y s , g e n e r a l ly  e ith e r  v e r t ic a lly  
o r  d ia g o n a l ly .  A n d  in  o th e r  o ffic e s , w h e n  
th e  s to c k  o f  1 0  c e n t im e s  h a d  b e c o m e  e x 
h a u s te d , s ta m p s  o f  2 0  c e n tim e s  w e re  u s e d  in 
th e ir  s te a d  b is e c te d  in  v a r io u s  w a y s .

1 Aug., 1870 . Per/. 1 5 .
(a) Thick paper.

10  centim es, green.
1 0  , ,  deep green .

(b) Medium paper.
20 centim es, blue.
20  ,,  violet-blue.

(c) Thin paper, printed in fugitive ink.
20 centim es, dull blue.
20  , ,  deep blue.

I s s u e  o f  1  N o ve m b e r , 18 9 5
O n  1 N o v e m b e r , 18 9 5 , a  n e w  d e s ig n 'o f  

P o s t a g e  D u e  s ta m p s  w a s  is s u e d , th e  fo llo w 
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in g  M in is te r ia l d e c r e e  g iv in g  n o tic e  o f  th e  
i s s u e :—

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  R A I L W A Y S ,  P O S T S , 
A N D  T E L E G R A P H S .

T h e  M in is t e r  o f  R a il w a y s , P o s t s , a n d  
T e l e g r a p h s , p u r s u a n t  t o  A rtic le  10 7  o f the 
R o yal D ecree, dated 12  O ctober, 1879 , in which 
the M inister o f Public W orks is authorized to 
sanction a ll details n ecessary to the execution o f 
the law  o f  3 0  M arch, 1879 ,

AN D  PURSUANT * T 0  the M inisterial decree, 
dated 20 Ju ly , 1870 , b y  v irtue o f which Postage 
Due stam ps were issued, to be affixed to letters 
posted at, and delivered b y , the sam e office, such 
letters being unpaid, or insufficiently paid,

is  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  this system o f  control 
m ay w ith advantage be extended to  letters 
destined for all parts o f the k ingdom ,

ORDERS ANI) DECREES THE FOLLOWING : —
1 .  T h at Postage D ue stam ps o f  a  new  design 

be issued on 1 Novem ber next.
2. T h at the Postage D ue stam ps b e  issued in 

five values, i .e . 5 , 10 , 20, and 50 centim es, and 
I fran c ; they w ill be inscribed a  p a y e r  and 
t e  bf.t a l e n , and w ill be printed in the colours 
o f  the corresponding values o f the last issue o f 
postage stam ps.

B russels, 8  O ctober, 1895.
J. V a n d e n p e e r e b o o m .

A s  in d ic a te d  a b o v e , th e  s ta m p s  w e re  issu e d  
o n  1 N o v e m b e r , 18 9 5 . In  th e  u p p e r  p o rtio n  
o f  th e  s ta m p  a  s m a ll t r ia n g le  m a y  b e  se e n , 
w h ich  c o n ta in s  the le t te r s  “  a. i>.” a n d  UP. 
th e  in it ia ls  o f  the e n g r a v e r  a n d  d e s ig n e r .

T h e  f ig u r e s  o f  v a lu e  a r e  c o n ta in e d  in  a n  
o v a l ,  o n  th e  tw o  s id e s  o f  w h ic h  a r e  la u re l 
le a v e s . B e h in d  th is  la u re l w re a th  a r e  tw o

The Land of the 1
C E N T U R I E S  a g o  P e r s ia  w a s  a m o n g  

th e  fo re m o st  n a t io n s  o f  th e  E a s t ,  b u t 
n o w  s h e  is  p r o b a b ly  th e  m o st  ou t-o f- 

d a te  d e s p o t ic  S t a te  in  th e  c iv iliz e d  w o rld . 
F o r  m a n y  y e a r s  th e re  h a s  b e e n  m u c h  u n re st  
in th e L a n d  o f  th e  L io n  a n d  S u n . In d e e d , 
o n e  h a s  b u t to  re fe r  to  o n e ’s  c o lle c tio n  o f  
th e  s ta m p s  o f  th is  d e s e r t  la n d  to  s e e  a n d  
g a u g e  th e  s ta te  a n d  c o n d it io n  o f  th e  co u n try . 
T h e  a lm o s t  c o u n tle ss  p r o v is io n a ls  o f  th e  
p a s t  h a lf- s c o re  y e a r s  h a v e  n o t b e e n  m a d e  
w ith  a  v ie w , lik e  m a n y  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s , to  
ta p p in g  th e  c o lle c to r ’s  p o c k e t . T r u e ,  m a n y  
o f  the e a r l ie r  is s u e s  w e r e  “ f lo a t e d ”  w ith  
P a r is ia n  c a p it a l  a n d  m u c h  ju g g le d  w ith . 
T h e  p r o v is io n a ls  in  m en tio n  o w e  th e ir  e x is t 
e n c e  to  n e c e s s ity . T h e  s ta m p s  o f  P e r s ia  
a r e  n o t p o p u la r , o w in g  n o  d o u b t to  th e se  
h o a r d s  o f  m o tle y  s u r c h a r g e s ; b u t  n e v e r 
th e le s s  t h e s e  p ro v is io n a ls  a r e  p h ila te lic a lly  
“ c le a n ” — a b o u t  th e  o n ly  g o o d  th in g  o n e  
c a n  s a y  a b o u t  th is  c o u n try . T h e  fe a r fu l 
s t a te  o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  m a k e s  e v e n  R u s s ia  
a p p e a r  a s  a n  id e a l. M a y b e  th e  a v e r a g e

lions, in a sitting posture, one on each side. 
A t  the top and bottom of the stamp are two 
tablets containing the words a p a y e r  and 
TE BKTAI.EN. T h e  perforation gauges 14 . 
A s  the stamps were printed in . several 
batches the colours vary slightly.

1 N ov. , 1895. Perf. 14.
5 centim es, green , d eep  yellow -green .

10 , ,  pale brow n , red-brow n.
20  , ,  reseda, olive-green .
50 , ,  bistre, yellow -bistre.

1 franc, bright carm ine, rose.

A  M in is te r ia l  d e c re e , d a te d  2 3  M a rc h , 
19 0 0 , c o m m a n d s  th a t  th e  P o s t a g e  D u e  
s ta m p s  o f  5 0  c e n t im e s  a n d  1 fr a n c  b e  in 
fu tu re  p r in te d  in  grey  a n d  orange re s p e c t iv e ly .

M arch, 1900. P erf. 14.
50 centim es, grey , slate-grey.

I franc, oran ge, pa le  yellow .

A  fu rth e r  d e c re e , d a te d  15  M a r c h , 1 9 0 1 ,  
c o m m a n d s  th a t  th e  1 0  c e n t im e s , h ith e rto  
p r in te d  in  red-brown , h e  in fu tu re  p r in te d  in 
carm ine, th a t  b e in g  th e  c o lo u r  o f  th e  c u rre n t 
p o s ta g e  s ta m p .

M arch, 1901. P erf. 14.
10 centim es, rose-carm ine, bright carm ine.

ion and Sun
E u r o p e a n  im a g in e s  th a t  P e r s ia  is  a  b e a u 
t ifu l O rie n ta l la n d  w ith  r iv e r s  o f  f lo w in g  
w in e , h u g e  flo ra l t ra c ts , a n d  e v e r y t h in g  e lse  
c o n d u c iv e  to  a n  e x is te n c e  o f  lu x u ry . F a r  
fro m  it. P e r s ia  is  a  h u g e  w a s te  o f  s a n d y  
la n d — p a rt  s a l t  d e s e r t , p a rt  n o n -s a lt  w a ste s . 
T a k e  th e  c a p ita l ,  T e h e r a n , th e  b e st  to w n  o f  
th e  lo t. A  d ir ty  p la c e  o f  u n p a v e d  s t re e t s —  
u n le s s  th e  ro u g h  c o b b le -s to n e s  c o m e  u n d e r  
th a t  c a te g o r y . P e o p le d  b y  s a d - lo o k in g  (a n d  
n o  w o n d e r !), d ir ty , ja u n d ic e d -c o lo u re d  fo lk , 
fo r  th e  m o st  p a r t  a t t ir e d  in  b la c k , o r  g r e y  
th a t  is  s o  d ir ty  it  lo o k s  b la c k .  H e r e  a n d  
th e re  o n e  s e e s  a  w o m a n  in a  m o st  g ro te s q u e  
g a r b ,  h e r  fe a tu re s  e n t ire ly  c o v e r e d  b y  a  lo n g  
w h ite  v e il.

T h e  m o st  im p o rta n t  b u ild in g s  lo o k  a s  i f  
th e y  h a d  b e e n  im p o rte d  fro m  S h e p h e r d ’s  
R u s h , a n d  h a d  e n c o u n te re d  m a n y  s to rm s  
a n d  m u c h  ro u g h  t re a tm e n t en route. A  
m o n th  o f  E n g l is h  w e a th e r  w o u ld  e n t ire ly  
o b lite ra te  P e r s ia ,  fo r  th e  h o u s e s  a r e  a lm o s t  
a l l  c o m p o se d  o f  m u d -p la s te r , th a t  is , e x 
te rn a lly . In s id e  th e  d e c o ra t io n s  a r e  p e r h a p s
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a  litt le  b e t te r , b u t h id e o u s ly  ta w d ry . I f  
th e  d o m e s tic  c o n d it io n s  a r e  s u c h , o n e  c a n  
im a g in e  th a t  th e  c iv il  a f fa ir s  w ill b e  litt le  
b etter.

P o s ta g e  s ta m p s  a r e  s o ld  a t  th e  te le g ra p h  
o ffices , a n d  i f  th e y  e v e r  h a v e  in  s to c k  the 
v a lu e s  y o u  re q u ire , th en  y o u r  lu c k y  s ta r  
m u st b e  in th e  a s c e n d a n t .

T o - d a y  th e  c h ie f  t e le g ra p h  lin e s  a r e  fa ir ly  
u p  to  d a te , but in  m a n y  o f  th e  o u t-o f-th e - 
w a y  p la c e s  a  cu rio u s  s ta te  o f  th in g s  e x is ts . 
T h e  w h o le  c o u n try  s e r v ic e  is  in n a t iv e  h a n d s . 
F ir s t ,  th e  te le g ra p h  p o le s  a r e  lik e  ro u g h  
c lo th q s-p ro p s, s o m e th in g  s im ila r  to  w h a t  on e 
s e e s  in o u r  re m o te  d is t r ic ts  u se d  b y  the 
c o u n try  w o m en . S e c o n d ly , th e  p o le s  h a v e  
in su la to rs  o n — g e n e r a l ly  on  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  
o n e  in fo u r  p o sts , w ith  th e  re m a in d e r  o f  the 
in su la to rs  s w in g in g  in  th e  a i r  b e tw e e n  the 
p o le s . T h ir d ly , th e  w ire  is  s o m e tim e s  a b o v e  
th e  g ro u n d , b u t th is  is  e x c e p t io n a l ; it is 
g e n e r a l ly  on the g ro u n d .

I f  you  a r e  a  “  g r e e n h o r n ”  (n o  o n e  fa m ilia r  
w o u ld  d o  su ch  a  th in g  !) y o u  m a y  w a n t to 
se n d  a  te le g ra m . Y o u  firs t  g o  a n d  a s k  
w h e n  th e  lin e  w o u ld  b e  up . P e r h a p s  you  
w o u ld  g e t  a  p o lite  r e p ly  th a t  a  c a m e l h a d  
s te p p e d  o n  th e  w ire . H o w e v e r , a s  so o n  a s  
it is  k n o w n  y o u  r e a l ly  do w a n t  to  sen d  
a  te le g ra m , a  m a n  is  se n t a lo n g  w ith  a  
c lo th e s -p ro p , h a n g in g  th e  w ire  u p  a s  h e  
g o e s  a lo n g .

E x c e p t  on  th e fo u r  m ain  te le g r a p h  lin es  
( T  a b r iz -T  e h e ra n -  M  e s h e d , Q u e tta -1 sp a h a n -  
M e s o p o ta m ia , M e s h e d -Q u e tta , a n d  T e h e ra n  
G u lf) , n o o n e  w o u ld  e v e r  d re a m  o f  s e n d in g  
a  w ire . I t  is  s a id  th a t  th e  t e le g r a p h  p o le s  
th e m s e lv e s  h a v e  b e e n  k n o w n  to  m o v e  q u ic k e r  
— in  a  s to rm  !

W ith  tw o  e x c e p t io n s , th e  w h o le  o f  the 
m a ils  a r e  c a r r ie d  b y  charvadars, o r , a s  w e 
c a l l th e m , “ p o s tb o y s .”  T o  g iv e  a n  e x 
a m p le  o f  th e  q u ic k n e s s  o f  c o n v e y a n c e  ( fe  
ne pense p a s ')  b e tw e e n  tw o  to w n s  the 
fo llo w in g  is  r e p re s e n ta t iv e . Y o u  s e n d , sa y , 
a  le t te r  fo r  Is p a h a n  (th e  c o m m e rc ia l c e n tre ) 
to  th e  n e a re s t  to w n , Y e z d . I f  y o u r  fr ien d  
re p lie s  p e r  re tu rn  o f  m a il,  y o u  may g e t  y o u r  
a n s w e r  in  a  m o n th . Y e t  a  “ ru n n e r ,”  ta k in g  
th e  m o u n ta in -ro a d , c o u ld  g o  a n d  re tu rn  in  a  
w e e k , th e  d is ta n c e  b e in g  o n ly  a b o u t  15 0  
m ile s . I t  m u st b e  s a id  th a t  th e  p o s tb o y s  d o  
o c c a s io n a l ly  p u t o n  s p e e d , e s p e c ia l ly  i f  th e y  
a r e  c a r r y in g  a  le t te r  o f  s o m e  im p o rta n t 
p e r so n a g e . T o  d o  th is , th e y  r e s o r t  to  a  
v e r y  h u m a n e  m e th o d  o f  s e le c t in g  a  sh a rp -  
p o in te d  s to n e , w h ic h  th e y  p la c e  u n d e r  the 
s a d d le . |

T h e  P e r s ia n ’s  m o o e  o f  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  is 
w o rth y  o f  n o te . H is  o u tfit  c o n s is ts  o f  a  
re e d  p e n , a  s m a ll sp o o n  fo r  s t ir r in g  th e  in k , 
a n d  a  p a i r  o f  s c is s o r s  fo r  t r im m in g  th e  
p a p e r ; th is  la t te r  i s  in  ro lls . H e  a ls o  
p o s s e s s e s  p ie c e s  o f  g u m m e d  p a p e r  fo r  s e a l
in g  h is  c o m m u n ic a t io n s . T h e  P e r s ia n  w rite r

te a rs  a  p ie c e  o f  p a p e r  fro m  h is  ro ll ( a c c o rd 
in g  to  th e  s ize  h e  th in k s  h is  le tte r  w ill b e ) 
a n d  p ro c e e d s  to  c a r e fu lly  s p re a d  th e  in k  

fro m  righ t to left. S h o u ld  h e  re a c h  th e  
b o tto m , h e  fills  th e  m a rg in  u p , a n d  i f  th a t  
b e  in su ff ic ie n t , he le a v e s  it  u n fin ish e d — th e  
r e c e iv e r  c a n  g u e s s  th e  re m a in d e r . A f t e r  
fo ld in g  th e  p a p e r  a n d  fa s te n in g  up, h e  c u ts  
a  c o m e r  o ff, fo r  it  is  c o n s id e re d  th a t a  fo u r- 
c o rn e re d  le t te r  b r in g s  ill- lu c k .

P le n ty  o f  flo w e ry  (to  E u r o p e a n  m in d s , 
flo u ry )  la n g u a g e  is  u s e d . M a y b e  a  lo n g  le tte r  
is  se n t  c o m p o se d  o f  w is h e s  fo r  h e a lth  a n d  
c o m p lim e n ts , a n d  th e  so le  c o m m u n ic a tio n  
c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a b r id g e d  to  “  P le a s e  se n d  
m e  a  p o u n d  o f  to ffe e ,”  fo r  P e r s ia n s  a lm o s t  
s u b s is t  u p o n  s w e e tm e a ts .

I f  a  m irza (p o sta l c le rk )  ru n s  out o f  a n y  
v a lu e s  o f  s ta m p s , h e  w o u ld  lit t le  th in k  o f  
g e t t in g  a  fre s h  s u p p ly . H e n c e  th e  la r g e  
n u m b e r  o f  p ro v is io n a ls  th a t  h a v e  b e en  
iss u e d  in  th e  la r g e r  to w n s. O f  c o u rs e , a t  
m a n y  o f  th e  su b -te le g ra p h  o ffic e s  th e  m irza 
h a s  n o t g o t  su ffic ie n t a u th o r ity  to  m a k e  
s ta m p s , n e ith e r  h a s  h e  m e a n s  i f  h e  s o  
w ish e d .

F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  n o w  th e  v a r io u s  E u r o 
p e a n  m a ils  h a v e  b e e n  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  
B r it is h  a n d  R u s s ia n s . T h e  In d ia n  P o st  
O ffice  h a s  e s ta b lis h m e n ts  a t  T e h e ra n , I s 
p a h a n , B u s h ir e , K e r m a n , a n d  B a n d a r  A b b a s . 
T h e s e  s ta m p s  m a y  b e  e a s i ly  d is t in g u is h e d  
b y  th e ir  p o s tm a rk s , a n d  o f  c o u rse  s h o u ld  
b e  in c lu d e d  a m o n g  a  c o lle c tio n  o f  “  B r it is h  
U s e d  A b r o a d .”  T h e  v a lu e s  o f  the s ta m p s  
u s e d , k n o w n  to  th e  w r ite r , a r e  :—

1884 issue.
4 annas, 8  annas.

1900  issue.
i  an n a, I an n a, 2 $  annas.

1902 issue.
J  a . ,  t a . ,  2 )  a . ,  4 a . ,  8 a . ,  and I rupee.

T h e  P e r s ia n  t ra d e  w ith  I n d ia  is  e x te n s iv e , 
b u t  m o st  o f  th e  b u s in e s s  d o n e  w ith  G r e a t  
B r ita in  in  re c e n t  y e a r s  is n o w  tra n s fe r re d  to  
R u s s ia . T h e  P e rs ia n  N a v y  c o n s is ts  o f  tw o  
s m a ll v e s s e ls .  T h e  la t e  S h a h , M u zaffe r-ed - 
D in , w a s  a  fa ir ly  a m ia b le  a n d  q u ie t s o r t  o f  
g e n t le m a n  a s  S h a h s  g o ,  b u t th e  p re se n t  o n e  
is  m o re  o f  th e  o r th o d o x  ty p e  o f  “  G r im a c e  
a t  m e , a n d  o f f  g o e s  y o u r  h e a d : ”  H e n c e  
th e  p re se n t  tro u b le .

E a c h  to w n  a n d  v i l la g e  h a s  it s  o w n  c u s to m 
h o u se , b u t  fo r  th e  m o st  p a rt  E u r o p e a n  g o o d s  
a r e  e x e m p t fro m  tax .

T h e  P e r s ia n s  h a v e  a  s a y in g ,  “  B e t t e r  to  
l ie  fo r  jo y  th a n  te ll th e  tru th  th a t  p ro d u c e s  
g r ie f ,”  a n d  th e y  liv e  u p  to  i t

W h ils t  a  p o lite  n a t io n , th e  E u r o p e a n  m ust 
u se  su ch  te rm s  a s  “  P id e r - s a g  ! ”  ( S o n  o f  a  
d o g )  i f  h e  w is h e s  s p e e d  a n d  a tte n tio n .

T h e  e a r l ie r  issu e s  o f  s ta m p s  a re  r a r e  a n d  
h a rd  to  g e t  in  u sed  c o n d it io n . T h e  ty p e -se t
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s ta m p s  o f  19 0 2  a n d  19 0 6  a re  in te re s t in g  a n d  
w o n d e r fu lly  fre e , c o n s id e r in g , fro m  n u m e ro u s  
v a r ie t ie s . T h e  o v e rp r in t  o f  a  s o r t  o f  e ig h t-  
p o in te d  S t a r  c o n ta in in g  th e  L io n  is  a  c o n tro l 
m a rk  to  p re v e n t  fo rg e ry . U p  to  a n d  in 
c lu d in g  th e  19 0 4  issu e  the h ig h  v a lu e s  a r e  
in s c r ib e d  10 , 20 , 30 , o r  50  k ra n s , a s  th e  c a s e  
m a y  b e . A  k ra n  is  th e  te n th  p a rt  o f  a

Specialism
B y  R .  E .  R . D A L W I G K

{C o n tin u ed  fro m  V o l. V I I ,  p . 317.)
A S IA

AM O N G  th e  v a r io u s  A s ia t ic  c o u n tr ie s  I 
w e  fin d  s e v e r a l  g o o d  a n d  in te re s t in g  
d is tr ic ts . T h e  G r e a t  M o g u ls  h e re  fin d  

so m e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  la r g e  d im e n s io n s  a n d  
v a r y in g  r a r ity . A fg h a n is ta n , C e y lo n , In d ia , 
a n d  Ja p a n  a r e  p e rh a p s  th e  p ic k  o f  th e  b e tte r  
A s ia t ic  g ro u p s , a s  e a c h  o f  th e se  c o u n tr ie s  
is  la r g e , c o m p lic a te d  —  an d  e x p e n s iv e  (in  
s e v e r a l  issu es).

T h e  m ed iu m  s p e c ia lis t  d o e s  n o t c o m e  o f f  
s o  v e r y  w e ll in  A s ia ,  a lth o u g h  th o s e  c o u n tr ie s  
w h ic h  a r e  s u ita b le  a r e  fa ir ly  in te re s t in g  in 
m o st c a s e s . U n d e r  th is  h e a d in g  w e  h a v e  
s u c h  c o u n tr ie s  a s  S t r a i t s  S e tt le m e n ts , P e r s ia ,  
H o n g  K o n g , C y p r u s , e tc . T h e r e  c a n  b e  
n o  q u e stio n  th a t  H o n g  K o n g  a n d  C y p r u s  
a r e  d e c id e d ly  g o o d  c o u n tr ie s  a n d  v e r y  in te r 
e s t in g . H o n g  K o n g  in  p a r t ic u la r  s e e m s  to  
p o s s e s s  m u ch  to  re c o m m e n d  it to  th e  
s p e c ia lis t .

In  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  th ird -c la s s , o r  c h e a p e r  
c o u n tr ie s , th e re  a re  tw o  f ir s t-c la s s  e x a m p le s  
in  S a r a w a k  a n d  S ia m . B o th  th e s e  a r e  
fa v o u r ite s  a m o n g  c o lle c to rs , S a r a w a k  in  
p a r t ic u la r  b e in g  m o st p o p u la r  w ith  s p e c ia l
ists .

A s  to  w h a t  c o u n tr ie s  to  a v o id , th e re  a r e  
a t  le a s t  tw o  w h ic h  I th in k  I a m  r ig h t  in  s a y 
in g  a r e  h a r d ly  w o rth  p h ila te lic  a tte n tio n , i .e . 
N o rth  B o r n e o  a n d  L a b u a n . S o m e  p u sh - 
a h e a d  c o lle c to rs  a r e  t r y in g  to  p o in t  o u t th a t  
L a b u a n  is  r e a l ly  n o t s u c h  a  b a d  c o u n try  a s  
d e p ic t e d ; h o w e v e r , le t  th is  b e  a s  it  m a y , I 
w o u ld  not in d u c e  th e  n o v ic e  to  ta k e  u p  
e ith e r  o f  th e se  tw o  c o u n tr ie s  a t  p re se n t .

In  s u m m in g  u p  w e  fin d  A s ia  is  n ot q u ite  
s o  a t t r a c t iv e  a s  E u r o p e , ta k in g  a l l  th in g s  
in to  c o n s id e ra t io n . M o s t  o f  th e  r e a l ly  g o o d  
o ld  s ta m p s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  A s ia t ic  c o u n tr ie s  
a r e  c o n s id e ra b ly  m o re  e x p e n s iv e  th a n  th o se  
o f  th e  E u r o p e a n  P o w e rs . A  g o o d  c o u n try  
l ik e  C e y lo n  is  n o t u n d e rp r ic e d  in  th e  C a t a 
lo g u e , lik e  so m e  is s u e s  o f  o ld  E u r o p e a n  
s t a m p s ; th e  re a s o n  b e in g  th a t  th e  b e tte r  
s ta m p s  o f  A s ia  ( B r it is h  A s ia  in  p a r t ic u la r )  
a r e  p o p u la r  a t  th e  p re se n t  tim e.

Afghanistan, fro m  th e  c o lle c to r ’ s  p o in t  
o f  v ie w , r e s e m b le s  T u r k e y  to  a  v e r y  g r e a t

to m a n . I f  o n e  re q u ire d  a  3 0  k ra n s  s ta m p , 
a  3  to m a n s  s ta m p  w o u ld  b e  so lic ite d , y e t  th e  
s ta m p s  th e m s e lv e s  a r e  in s c r ib e d  in  th e ir  
lo w e r  e x p re ss io n s .

W ith  th e  p re se n t  s ta te  o f  a f fa ir s  m a n y  
p ro v is io n a ls  m u st b e  e x p e c te d  fro m  th e  
U n iv e r s e  o f  th e  L o rd , K in g  o f  K in g s , a n d  
L ig h t  o f  th e  S u n .

e x te n t, a s  its  s ta m p s  a r e  a ls o  o f  th e  “  C h in e se  
puzzle * typ e . S e v e r a l  o f  th e  o ld  s ta m p s  a r e  
v e r y  ra re  a n d  m u ch  in  d e m a n d , w h ils t  a s  a  
r e m u n e ra t iv e  c o u n try , A fg h a n is t a n  m u st b e  
g iv e n  th e  p re fe re n c e  o v e r  T u r k e y .  F o r  th e  
c le v e r  c o lle c to r , w h o  m a k e s  h is  o w n  o b s e rv a 
t io n s, th is  is  a  g o o d  c o u n try , b u t fo r  th e  le ss  
in te lle c tu a l p h ila te lis t  th is  c o u n try  is m o re  
th a n  l ik e ly  to  tu rn  o u t a  p itfa ll. T h e r e  is  a  
c e r ta in  m o n o to n y  a b o u t  so  m a n y  s ta m p s  
b e in g  p r in te d  in  b la c k  a n d  m a u v e , w h ic h  w ill 
n o t su it  th e  lo v e r  o f  c o lo u rs  a n d  s h a d e s .

B r i t i s h  N o r t h  B o r n e o  is a b o u t  th e  la s t  
c o u n try  in e x is te n c e  th a t  1  w o u ld  re c o m m e n d  
a n y  o n e  to s p e c ia liz e  in , o r  e v e n  to  c o lle c t  a n y  
m is c e lla n e o u s  s ta m p s  w h a te v e r  o f. C e r ta in  
c o lle c to rs  a n d  v a r io u s  p e o p le  h a v e  a t  o d d  
p e r io d s  d e c la re d  s u c h -a n d -s u c h  a n  is s u e  to  
b e  q u ite  a l l  r ig h t  a n d  th o ro u g h ly  w o rth  c o l
le c t in g . In  m o st c a s e s  th e s e  a r e  s p e c u la to r s  
w h o  b o u g h t u p  q u a n t it ie s  w ith  th e  h o p e s  o f  
m a k in g  m o n e y , b u t h a v e  s in c e  th e n  fo u n d  to  
th e ir  d is a d v a n ta g e  th a t  th e y  h a v e  b u rn e d  
th e ir  f in g e rs  s o m e w h a t b a d ly . I d o  n o t fo r  
o n e  m o m e n t th in k  th a t  th e re  is  a  s in g le  
i s s u e — o r  e v e n  a  s in g le  s ta m p — o f  N o rth  
B o rn e o  w h ich  is  w o rth  a  p la c e  in a n y  g o o d  
a lb u m . T h e  v a r io u s  a n d  m u lt ip lie d  s u r 
c h a r g e s  a re  p ro d u c tio n s  s o le ly  fo r  th e  s ta m p 
c o lle c t in g  fra te rn ity . 1  s in c e r e ly  h o p e  th e se  
fe w  re m a rk s  m a y  k e e p  y o u n g  c o lle c to rs  fro m  
w a s t in g  th e ir  m o n e y  o n  th is  c o u n try  ; a s , 
u n fo rtu n a te ly , I k n o w  to o  m a n y  b e g in n e rs  
w h o  a r e  le d  a w a y  b y  th e  a r t is t ic  d e s ig n s .*

B r u n e i .— A  n ic e  lit t le  c o u n try  fo r  the 
“ s m a ll - c o u n t r y ”  h u n te r , w h ich  o n ly  c o m 
m e n c e d  is s u in g  its  o w n  s ta m p s  a s  la te  a s  
19 0 6 . F o r  th e  y o u n g  c o lle c to r  it w ill b e  
fo u n d  to  b e  o f  g r e a t  b e n e fit  to  c h o o se  a  
c o u n try  w h ic h  h a s  s p ru n g  in to  th e  p h ila te lic  
w o r ld  n o t lo n g  b e fo re  h e  c h o o se s  th e  sa m e . 
T h is  m e a n s  th a t  c o lle c to r  a n d  c o u n try  a re  
y o u n g  to g e th e r . U n d o u b te d ly  th is  is  a  g r e a t  
p o in t, a s  th e  s p e c ia lis t  in  g r o w in g  u p  w ith

* It should be understood that the opinion expressed in 
these articles is that of the writer only. W e  do not always 
agree with his remarks. The earlier issues of both North 
Borneo and Labuan are interesting, and include many 
scarce stamps. No doubt the positnarked-to-order rubbish 
has detracted from the popularity o f this group for 
specialists but North Borneo hardly merits the sweeping 
condemnation made by the writer.— Eo. 6-’..?. If7.
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h is  c o u n try  is  n ot l ik e ly  to  m is s  a n y  is s u e s  o r  
p ro v is io n a ls  s h o u ld  h e  a lw a y s  k e e p  h is  
e y e  u p o n  th e  p a g e s  o f  p h ila te lic  jo u r n a ls , 
w h ich  alone c a n  k e e p  th e  c o lle c to r  u p  to  
d a te . T h e  fir s t  B ru n e i s ta m p s  w e r e  L a b u a n  
issu e s  s u rc h a r g e d  “  B ru n e i ”  in  s a n s - s e r i f  
c a p ita ls . T h i s  is s u e  c o n s is te d  o f  tw e lv e  
s ta m p s , v a r y in g  in  d e n o m in a tio n  fro m  o n e  
c e n t to  o n e  d o lla r . T h e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th is

issu e  c a u s e d  l iv e ly  in te re st  a n d  m u c h  fr ie n d ly  
r iv a lr y  a m o n g  c o lle c to rs , a s  to  w h o  s h o u ld  b e  
th e  fir s t  to  s e c u re  su c h -a n d -s u c h  a  s ta m p . 
T h e  p r ic e s  h a v e  n o w  se tt le d  d o w n , th e  fo u r 
h ig h e r  v a lu e s  b e in g  c a ta lo g u e d  b e tw e e n  
io s . a n d  1 5 s .  e a c h . S o o n  a fte r  th is  p ro 
v is io n a l is s u e , a  p re t ty  se t  o f  p ic to r ia l s ta m p s  
a p p e a re d , d e s ig n e d  th is  tim e  s p e c ia lly  fo r  
B ru n e i. (7V> it  continued.)

British Stamps used Abroad —continued
B y  I. J .  B E R N S T E I N  a n d  C H A S .
GROUP V—continued 
B 62. Hong Kong

T H E  m o st  im p o rta n t  B r it is h  is la n d  
p o s se ss io n  in  the F a r  E a s t ,  w a s  c e d e d  
to  G r e a t  B r ita in  b y  C h in a  in  1 8 4 1 .

It  is  th e  s ta t io n  o f  th e  B r it is h  fle e t  in th e  
P a c if ic , a n d  th e  entrepot fo r  the t r a d e  o f  a l l 
n a tio n s. A ' B r it is h  p o s t  o ffice  w a s  e s t a b 
lis h e d  in  18 4 2 , a n d  le t te r s  w e re  p re p a id  in 
c a s h , a n d  th e  “  P a id  ”  h a n d s ta m p  w a s  u s e d  
a s  a t  o th e r  c o lo n ia l B r it is h  p o st o ffic e s . T h e  
o ffice  n u m b e r  ( B  6 2 ) , in  s m a ll h o riz o n ta l o v a l ,

KB6 Z))
w a s  a llo t te d  to  th e  c o lo n y  in  i8 6 0 , b u t  a s  th e  
c o n tro l o f  th e  o ffic e  w a s  t ra n s fe r re d  to  th e  
lo c a l a u th o r it ie s  o n  I M a y , i8 6 0 , th e  B r it is h  
s ta m p s  fo u n d  w ith  th is  c a n c e lla t io n  e m a n a te  
n o  d o u b t fro m  B r it is h  m e n -o f-w a r .

6 d ., p lates 5 , 6  emb.

A  92. Halifax
A  c i t y  a n d  s e a p o r t  in  th e  D o m in io n  o f  

C a n a d a , th e  c a p ita l  o f  th e  p ro v in c e  o f  N o v a  
S c o t ia , w a s  th e  h e a d q u a r te r s  o f  th e  B r it is h  
N o rth  A m e r ic a n  flee t, a n d  B r it is h  s ta m p s  
w e re  u s e d  th e re  b e tw e e n  th e  y e a r s  18 5 8  
a n d  18 6 6 .

IIA 921)
T h e  ra te  o f  p o s ta g e  w a s  id .  p e r  le tte r , 

a n d  6 d . fo r  a n  o f f i c e r ; th e  s m a ll h o riz o n ta l 
o v a l w a s  e m p lo y e d , n o  d a te  s ta m p  b e in g  
th e n  u sed .

T h e  o ffic e  n u m b e r  h a s  b e e n  re ta in e d  b y  
th e  c o lo n y  a f te r  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  N o v a  
S c o tia n  s ta m p s , b u t  w a s  u se d  a t  M a s h a m , 
in  Y o r k s h ir e ,  a f t e r  18 7 0 .

N I S S E N
T h e  fo llo w in g  v a r ie t ie s  a r e  k n o w n  :—

Id., L .C ., 14 stars.
6d ., l i l a c ; no letters.
6d. , ,  p late  5.
is . ,  g re e n ; p late 4  em b.

B 64. Seychelles 
A  g r o u p  o f  s m a ll is la n d s  in  th e  In d ia n  

O c e a n , so m e  90 0  m ile s  n o rth  o f  M a u r it iu s , 
w a s , u n til 189 0 , s e rv e d  b y  th e  M a u r it iu s  p o s t  
o ffice , a lth o u g h  th e  o ffic e  n u m b e r  ( B  64), in  
s m a ll h o riz o n ta l o v a l ,  w a s  a llo tte d  to  it b y

1(8041)
th e  B r it is h  p o st o ffic e  in  18 58 . T h e  fo llo w 
in g  is  th e  o n ly  v a r ie t y  k n o w n . I t  d o e s  n o t 
p ro v e , h o w e v e r , th a t  B r it is h  s t a m p s  w e re  
e v e r  s o ld  t h e r e ; t h e y  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  
fro m  a  B r it is h  w a rs h ip . T h e  o f f ic e  n u m b e r  
is  s t il l  r e ta in e d  b y  th e  c o lo n y .

6 d ., p late 3.

B 53. Mauritius 
A n  is la n d  ly in g  in  th e  In d ia n  O c e a n , so m e 

4 0 0  m ile s  w e s t  o f  M a d a g a s c a r ,  c o m p ris e s  
a n  a r e a  o f  a b o u t  6 7 6  s q u a re  m ile s . I t  w a s  
c a p tu re d  fro m  th e  F r e n c h  in  1 8 1 0 ,  a n d  th e  
p o s se ss io n  w a s  ra t ifie d  b y  th e  T r e a t y  o f  
P a r is  in  1 8 1 4 .  T h e  o ffic e  n u m b e r  ( B  5 3 ) , in

a  s m a ll h o riz o n ta l o v a l, w a s  a llo t te d  to  it  b y  
th e  B r it is h  p o st o ffic e  in  18 5 9 , b u t  th e  
B r it is h  s ta m p s  u s e d  th e re  a re  u n d o u b te d ly  
fro m  s e a m e n ’s  le tte rs .

T h e  c o lo n y  is s u e d  s ta m p s  o f  its  o w n  a s  
e a r ly  a s  18 4 7 , a n d  re ta in s  th e  o ffic e  n u m b e r  
fo r  i t s  o b lite ra to r  t i l l  th e  p re se n t  t im e .

T h e  fo llo w in g  v a r ie t ie s  a r e  k n o w n  :—  
id . ,  p lates 1 5 3 , 1 7 0 ,  18 7 .
6d. „  6, 6, 8, 9.
is. „  4 ,4 .

{To be continued.)
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n C I O  Issues
B y  F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

/ should be moot grateful I f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
Issues o f  stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at ones I f  
desired, together with stamp fo r  postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number fo r  each penny fa ce  value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILLIPS, 301 8trand, London, W.O.

B e lg iu m .— A ccording to the Philatelic Adver
tiser (25 .6 .0 $) the 5 c. Postage D ue has been 
issued in a  new shade o f green.

Postage D ue. Type 6a. P er/. 14. 
304*15 c., yellow.green.

D o m in ic a .— W e have received the }d . on 
m ultiple, unsurfaced p a p e r ; it has a lread y  been 
seen on chalk-surfaced paper.

9

1908. Type 9. W rttk. M u ltip le C rtnvn  C A . P er/. 14. 
gfeen, O-

D u tch  In d ie s . —  A ccordin g to Champion's 
Bulletin (25 .6 .0 8) a  17 *  c ., bistre, has been 
issued.

ts

1908. Type t i . P e r/, ta), 
105417} c ., bistre.

G r e a t  B r ita in .— M r. O sw ald M arsh has shown 
us a used copy o f  the is . South Eastern  R ailw ay  
T elegraph  stam p with the perforation gaugin g 9 
instead o f  12  and 13 . T h e  stam p w as properly 
issued, as it bears the black control number 132 .

T . i o .
T elegraph  Stamp. South Eastern Railway. 1860. 

IVm k. 6 >2 a3 ls» a rra n g ed  v ertic a lly . Black control 
num ber,

a*lT. so is., yellow; p er/. 9.

G u a te m a la .— W e h ave received the fo llow ing 
provision als from our lo ca l agent.

190?. Types 44, 45, a n d  51 su rch arged a s Type $a, in  
black (on is } c., in  red). 

ai3ji c. on so c.. blue and orange.
S14 3 c. on ts }  c .. black and purple. - 
315(6 c. on so c ., black and blue.

Printed by W, B rimdon & Son, Ltd., F lj mouth, for the Proprietors, St a n le y  Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
18 July, X9c8.
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The Postal Issues of Italy 
and the Italian Colonies

(A L L  R IG H T S  R E S E R V E D .)B y  L . H A N C I A U
(Continued from page 224, Vol. XVIII.

I I . Kingdom  o f Italy

W E  n o w  c o m e  to  th e  P o s ta g e  S ta m p s  
o f  th e  K in g d o m  o f  I ta ly .

F o r  s o m e  tim e  p a s t  th e  P o s t  
O ffic e  D e p a r tm e n t  h a d  b e e n  e n d e a v o u r in g  
to  im p ro v e  th e  s t a m p s ; a c c o rd in g  to  M o n 
s ie u r  X .  R o n d o t , in  Le M agasin Pittoresque, 
18 6 4 , th e  firs t  t r ia l p e r fo ra t io n s  d a te  fro m  
J u ly ,  18 6 2 , a n d  th e  p e r fo ra te d  s ta m p s  w e re  
put on s a le  in  S e p te m b e r . T h is  m u st b e  a  
m is ta k e , a s  I  h a v e  se e n  su ch  s ta m p s  w ith  a  
p o s tm a rk  d a te d  M a rc h  1s t , 18 6 2  ; th e se  m a y  
p e rh a p s  h a v e  b e e n  s p e c im e n s  w ith  th e  tr ia l 
p e r fo ra tio n s  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  (u n fo rtu 
n a te ly  I h a v e  th e m  n o  lo n g e r , s o  I c a n n o t  
a g a in  e x a m in e  th e  p e r fo ra tio n s ) , fo r  th e  first 
t im e  th a t th e re  w a s  a n y  q u e st io n  o f  p e r fo r 
a te d  s ta m p s  in  M a tr a ir e ’s  c o n tra c ts  w a s  o n  
th e  29th  Ja n u a r y ,  18 6 3 .

Issue o f M arch  1 ,  18 6 2 .

S im ila r  to  th e  s a m e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  issu e  
o f  18 5 5 - 6 .  W h it e p a p e r .  P e r f. 1 1 ^ x 1 2 .  

to  c . , brow n, b istre, yellow -bistre, deep bistre. 
20  c ., pale, bright, and deep blue.
40 c., carmine-red, deep red.
So c., orange-yellow, bright orange-yellow. 
W h e th e r  th e  p e r fo ra tio n s  g a u g in g  9^ , 10 , 

1 1 ,  12 ^ , 1 3 J ,  a n d  14  a r e  s p e c u la t iv e , o r  
w h e th e r  th e y  w e re  so m e  o f  th e  t r ia ls  m a d e  
b y  th e  P o s t  O ffice  D e p a r tm e n t , re m a in s  
sh ro u d e d  in  m y ste ry .

Varieties, (a) Im perf. horizontally.
20 c . , deep blue.

(b) Im perf. vertically.
20 c . , deep blue.

(c) With a thick line o f colour round the outside 
o f the fram e.

20 c . , c^eep blue.
40 c., carmine.

O n e  m u st b e  c a re fu l n o t to  m is ta k e  d e fe c ts  
d u e  to  u n e v e n  s e t t in g  o f  th e  clichls fo r  th is  
o u te r  fr a m e  lin e .

(d) Cut obliqteely and used fo r  h a lf the value. 
H a l f  o f  40  c ., carm ine.

' 1 S ta n le y  G ib b o n s M o n th ly  Jo u r n a l." )

T h e  5 c e n te s im i a n d  3  lir e  h a v e  e v e n  b e e n  
a d o r n e d  w ith  p e r fo ra t io n s  o f  o th e r  g a u g e s  ; 
th e s e  a r e  p u r e ly  s p e c u la t iv e , th e s e  v a lu e s  
h a v in g  n e v e r  b e e n  p e r fo ra te d  o f f ic ia lly . W e  
h a v e  e v e n  s e e n  a  p e r fo ra te d  5 c e n te s im i th a t  
h a d  b e e n  u s e d  a t  G e n o a  D e c e m b e r  1 3 ,  i8 6 0 , 
c a n c e lle d , th a t  is , tw o  y e a r s  b e fo re  p e r fo r a 
t io n  w a s  e v e n  th o u g h t  o f  1

Essays.— O n ly  o n e  t r ia l o f  p e r fo ra tio n  is  
k n o w n .

20 c., blue; p e rf 7.

O n e  th in g  th a t  h a p p e n e d  m ig h t  e a s i ly  
h a v e  b een  fo re se e n . T h e  P o s t  O ffice  e m 
p lo y e s  c o m p la in e d , a n d  w ith  g o o d  re a s o n , 
th a t  it  w a s  n ot e a s y  to  d is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  
th e  I a n d  2  c e n te s im i s ta m p s , th e  c o lo u r  
b e in g  th e  sa m e . T h e  P o s t  O ffic e  D e p a r t 
m e n t re c o g n iz e d  th e  re a s o n a b le n e s s  o f  th e ir  
c o m p la in t , a n d  d e c id e d  to  c h a n g e  th e  c o lo u r  
o f  th e  2 c e n te s im i ; a n d  in o r d e r  th a t n o  o n e  
s h o u ld  b e  ig n o ra n t  o f  it, a  c i r c u la r  w a s  se n t 
to  th e  v a r io u s  p o st  o ffic e s , a n d  a  n o tic e  to  
th e  p u b lic  w a s  a ls o  is s u e d , b o th  b e in g  d a te d  
A p r i l ,  18 6 2 , to  th e  fo llo w in g  e f f e c t :—

“ As the postage stamps of 2 centesimi are easily 
mistaken for those ot the value 1 centesimo, both 
being black, the Ministry has decided to substitute 
other stamps of an orange-red colour, which will 
commence to be distributed on the 1st of the 
month of May next.”

T o  th e  p o s ta l o f fic ia ls  it w a s  n o tifie d  th a t—
“  The stamps of 2 centesimi now in use will not 

be withdrawn from circulation, but the quantities 
already distributed are to be used up, and no 
more will be sold * after the 1st M ay.”

Issue o f M ay 1 ,  18 6 2 .

C h a n g e  o f  c o lo u r  o f  th e  2  c e n te s im i o f  
1 8 6 1 .

2 c., orange-red, yellow, orange.

Variety. Figu re inverted.
2 c., orange.

*  Probably this means “ will be distributed from head
quarters.''— E d. G . S . IV .
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Essays.—  P rin te d  o n  w h ite  p a p e r . 

1. Without figure.
2 c ., yellow , orange.

2. With embossed head.
2 c ., y e llo w , orange.

O n  th e  4 th  M a y , 18 6 2 , th e  D ir e c to r -G e n e ra l  
o f  P o s t s  re c e iv e d  th e  fo llo w in g  le tte r  fro m  
P a r i s :—

“  T o  the D irector-G eneral o f  Posts.
“ S IR ,— I have the honour and the pleasure 

to inform you that the Essays for postage stamps, 
which you allowed me to get made, have been 
entirely successful.

“  D uring the tw o m onths I  h ave lteen engaged 
upon this service, I  have travelled  through G e r
m an y, Sw itzerland, and F ran ce in  order to study 
the best m ethods to be em ployed, and I  shall 
h ave the honour, sir, to  subm it m y essays to you 
in  the course o f  this week.

“  I  shall be proud to h ave attain ed  the object 
desired, and to have been o f  use to the country I 
inhabit and which I  lo ve .*

“  B elieve m e, etc .,
(Signed) “ C h a r l e s  P e r r i n ,

"  Publisher.”

M o n s ie u r  C h a r le s  P e r r in  w a s  a s  g o o d  a s  
h is  w o rd , fo r  on th e  6 th  M a y , tw o  d a y s  a fte r  
h is  le t te r ; h e  sen t th e  fo llo w in g  e s s a y s  :—

F irst D esign.— P ro file  o f  M a r s  to  le ft, w e a r 
in g  a  h e lm e t a n d  c ro w n e d  w ith  la u re ls , in  a  
p e a r le d  o v a l ,  e n c lo s e d  in  a  re c ta n g u la r  
fr a m e , b e a r in g  th e  w o r d s : “ f r a n c o ”  a t  le ft , 
a n d  “ b o l l o ”  a t  r i g h t ;  o rn a m e n ts  in th e  
c o rn e rs .

E n g r a v e d ,  a n d  p r in te d  w ith  th e  d e s ig n  in 
r e l ie f  in  w h ite , on  a  c o lo u re d  g ro u n d .
N o value, b lue, grey , rose, green, brown-ochre, 

b lack , violet.
D itto , b lu e ; perforated.

T h is  e s s a y  h a d  a lr e a d y  b e e n  s u b m itte d  to  
th e  N e a p o lita n  G o v e rn m e n t  in  18 5 7  o r  18 5 8 , 
a c c o rd in g  to  M r. R o n d o t ; b u t  in a d d it io n  
to  th e  a b o v e , b e a r in g  th e  in s c r ip t io n : 
“ S a g g i o ”  a t  th e  to p , a n d  “ C . P e r r in "  a t  th e  
b o tto m . W h y  th e n  th is  jo u r n e y  to  G e r -

* M. Perrin lived in Turin, and had already done litho* 
graphic work in partnership with M. Rolla, also of Turin, 
who had( had the contract for the fiscal stamps “  Ris- 
contro" in 1866.

m a n y , S w itz e r la n d , a n d  F r a n c e ,  o f  w h ic h  
M o n s ie u r  P e r r in  s p o k e ?

N o  value, blue on white.
Second D esign.— A s above, but having the 

embossed portions in  colour on a w hite 
ground, instead o f the contrary.

N o  value, blue on white.

S o m e t im e  in  M a y , 18 6 2 , a n o th e r  e n g r a v e r , 
M r . T h e r n ig ,  su b m itte d  tw o  d e s ig n s  v e r y  
s im ila r  to  e a c h  o th e r , r e p re s e n tin g  a  s ta n d 
in g  fe m a le  fig u re , p e r s o n ify in g  I t a ly ,  h o ld in g  
a  la n c e  in  o n e  h a n d  a n d  th e  s h ie ld  o f  S a v o y  
in  th e  o t h e r ; w ith in  a  r e c t a n g u la r  f r a m e  
b e a r in g  t h e  in s c r ip t io n  ; “  fran co  bollo  ”  
a t  le ft , a n d  “  DELI-A POSTA” o n  th e  r ig h t , th e  
w h o le  in  w h ite  re lie f.

T h e  fir s t  v a r ie t y  h a s  th e  in s c r ip t io n : 
“ c in q u e ” a t  th e  to p , “ c e n t e s im i”  a t  th e  
b o tto m , a n d  a  fig u re  “  5 ”  a t  e a c h  s id e .

T h e  s e c o n d  h a s  d ia g o n a l lin e s  a c r o s s  th e  
c o rn e rs  o f  th e  fr a m e , a n d  th e  t r ia n g u la r  
s p a c e s  th u s  fo rm e d  fille d  in  w ith  v e r t ic a l 
lin e s . I t  i s  in s c r ib e d  “ 20 CENT” a t  th e  
to p , a n d  “ c e n t  20” a t  th e  b o tto m .

(a) White paper (generally gummed).
1 .  5 c ., blue (pale , bright, deep, and very

deep), indigo, brick-red, deep b rick-red , 
green , b lack , rose, green with brick-red 
centre.

2. 20 c . , b lue, bright blue, green (pale, bright,
and deep), greyish blue, pale greyish  
blue, b lack , brick-red, rose, carm ine, 
bright carm ine, blue-green with brick- 
red  centre, pale green with carm ine 
centre.

(b) Yellowish-white paper (often gummed).
1 .  S c . ,  green  (pale to deep and very  deep),

o live  - green , blue, deep blue, greenish 
b lack .

2. 20 c , green (pale to deep), blue, deep blue,
olive-green, brick-red.

T h e  a u th o r  o f  th e s e  d e s ig n s  s a id  th a t  h e  
h a d  a  s p e c ia l  p a p e r  fo r  p r in t in g  s ta m p s  u p o n , 
a n d  a  s p e c ia l  m e th o d  o f  g u m m in g  th e m , 
w h ic h  h e  p ro m is e d  w o u ld  p r o v e  v e r y  a d v a n 
ta g e o u s . T h e  s p e c im e n s  I h a v e  e x a m in e d  
h a d  yellow ish  o r  w hite g u m , w h ic h  d id  n o t 
a p p e a r  to  b e  in  a n y  w a y  e x t r a o r d in a r y ; so m e  
s p e c im e n s  w e re  n o t g u m m e d  a t  a ll.

A fte r  a l l ,  n o n e  o f  th e se  e s s a y s  w e r e  a c 
c e p t e d
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T h e  la w  o f  M a y  th e  5 th , 18 6 2 , co n firm e d  

the “  P r iv a t iv a  p o s ta le  ”  o r  S ta te  m o n o p o ly  o f  
c a r r y in g  le tte rs , a n d  e x te n d e d  th is  m o n o p o ly  
to T u s c a n y , w h e re  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  h a d  p e r 
m itted  c o m p e titio n  to  a r is e ,  o f  w h ic h  th e  
ra ilw a y  c o m p a n ie s  h a d  ta k e n  a d v a n ta g e . 
T h e  la t t e r  c a r r ie d  le tte rs  o n  w h ic h  w a s  im 
p re sse d  a  h a n d s ta m p  a n n o u n c in g  th a t  th e y  
w ere  p re p a id , o r  a n o th e r  s ta m p  s ta t in g  the 
a m o u n t p a y a b le  o n  d e l iv e r y , w h en  th e  le tte r  
w as n o t p re p a id .

A t  th e  sa m e  tim e  th is  la w  o f  18 6 2  in tro 
d u ced  a  re d u ctio n  in th e  tariff, a n d  a ls o  a  
un ifo rm  s y s te m  o f  p a y m e n t  b y  w e ig h t, a s  
fo l lo w s :—

“  A rt. 6. T h e  rates for prepaid  letters sent from 
one p art o f  the kingdom  to another w ill b e :

Fo r a  sin g le  rate letter, to  gram m es, r 5 centesim i. 
For a  letter w eigh ing from —

to  to 20 grs. 
20  to 30  grs. 
30  to 40 grs. 
4 0  to 50 grs.

30  centesim i
45
60
75

“  In  the case o f  letters w eigh ing m ore than 50 
gram m es, a  sin g le  rate , i .e . 25 centesim i, w ill be 
added for every  50  gram m es or part o f  50 
gram m es (above the first 50).

“ A rt. 24. T h e  rates for the total or partial pre
payment o f  postage on letters o f  a ll k in d s, as w ell 
as for registered letters, shall be paid  by the 
sender, b y  m eans o f  postage stam ps o f  equivalent 
value affixed to the envelope.

“ A rt. 25. W hen the value o f  the postage 
stam ps affixed to a  letter does not correspond 
with the rate required for its prepaym ent, double 
the difference w ill be charged.

“  Printed m atter insufficiently prepaid w ill not 
be forw arded, but w ill be returned to the senders 
when practicable.

“ A rt. 26. T h e  m anufacture o f the paper used 
for postage stam ps, and o f  the stam ps themselves, 
is a  m onopoly o f the State .

“ T h e form and value o f  the stam ps will be 
fixed b y  R o yal D ecree .”

I t  w a s  u n d e r  th is  la w  th a t  th e  C o u n t d e  
S p a r r e , a  n a t iv e  o f  S w e d e n , w h o  in  18 6 3  
so ld  a  m a c h in e  fo r  p e r fo ra t in g  s ta m p s  to  th e  
p o sta l a u th o r it ie s  o f  D e n m a rk  fo r  7 5 0  rd lr . 
(after h a v in g  a s k e d  6 0 0 0 1)  s u b m itte d , on th e  
13 th  J u n e ,  18 6 2 , a  d e s ig n  c o n s is t in g  o f  a  C o a t  
o f  A rm s , w h ic h  w a s  th e  w o rk  o f  M e s sr s . 
P e lla s  F r i r e s ,  o f  G e n o a , a n d  w h ic h  w a s  
n e v e r th e le s s  s ig n e d  b y  h im , a s  th o u g h  h e  
w ere  a u th o r  o f  i t ! H e r e  it  is  :—

In  th e  c e n tre  o f  a  r e c t a n g le  m e a s u r in g  
1 9  x  2 2  m m . a r e  th e  A r m s  o f  S a v o y ,  su r

rounded by the Collar of the Order of the 
Annunciation,* and surmounted by the Royal 
Crown ; th e  inscriptions read “  F R A N C O ”  at 
left, “ bo llo ” at right, “ it a l ia ” in a semi
circle at the top, and the value in letters on 
a curved label at the bottom ; below this is 
the word “  POSTE,” and in the upper corners 
white figures of value in coloured ovals. 
There is a microscopic signature inside the 
frame at foot, on the right-hand side “ a 
SPa r r e ,”  and o n  the left “ SCU L P T .”

F o r  a  v e r y  lo n g  tim e  th e  25 c e n te s im i w a s  
o n ly  k n o w n  in  green  o n  v a r io u s  k in d s  o f  
p a p e r , b u t  la t e r ,  w h en  th e  d e s ig n  w a s  d e fi
n ite ly  re je c te d , a f te r  h a v in g  b e e n  firs t  a c 
c e p te d , it  w a s  so u g h t  to  tu rn  it  to  a c c o u n t. 
It  w a s  th e n  p r in te d  in  a l l  s o r ts  or w a y s , a s  
fo l l o w s :—

15  c ., green on white, wove paper.
25 c. , ,  white paper, with wmk. a

Crown.
25 c . , ,  white paper, with wmk. Arms

o f Savoy and a Crown.
1 5 c . , ,  green, laid  paper.

T h is  d e s ig n  w a s  a d o p te d  c o n tra ry  to  th e  
a d v ic e  o f  th e  M in is te r  o f  F in a n c e , w h o
th o u g h t th a t  t h e  p r ic e  o f  fr . 1 .5 0  p e r  th o u 
sa n d  w a s  to o  d e a r  ( la te r  o n  M . S p a r r e  r e 
d u c e d  it), a n d  a ls o  fe a r e d  a d v e r s e  c r it ic is m  
i f  th e  w o r k  w e r e  g iv e n  to  a  fo re ig n e r  in s te a d  
o f  to  a n  I t a l ia n  a rtis t.

O n  th e  12 t h  J u ly ,  18 6 2 , a n  a g r e e m e n t  w a s  
c o n c lu d e d  b e tw e e n  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  a n d

* Guichenon declares that the Order of the Annunciation, 
which was founded in 1355 or 1362, was first called “ The 
Order of the Collar,” because the collar was made like 
that of a greyhound. The founder of the Order, Amadeus, 
called the Green Count, placed it under the protection 
of the Virgin, and had a representation of the Annunciation 
reproduced on the badge. Since its inception the Order 
has undergone great changes, while still preserving its 
feudal organization.

The badge of the Order bears the word “  p e r t ” or the 
letters “  p, e . r. t . , ” to which many interpretations are 
given, that only come to light under special circumstances.

(a) They are said to mean : “  Frap pez, E n tree , R om - 
P iz , T o u t*  i.e. “  K nocks E n ter , B rea k , A ll."

(fi) Or, by reversing the letters, “  Tout R etourne E n  
F r a n c e i.e. '* A ll  retu rn s to F r a n c e This rendering 
was in allusion to the fact that, in 1600, a certain Prince 
of the House of Savoy was dispossessed of Savoy and 
Brescia by the King of France, because he insisted on 
keeping the Marquisat ofSaluces.

(c) Another rendering is, “  F o rtitu d o  E ju s  R hodum  
T e n u i t i.e, *' H is courage p reserved  the tow n 0 /  
R h o d es," which refers to tne siege of Rhodes by the 
Turks. Unfortunately this explanation falls to the ground, 
as the coinage of the Baron of Vaud (Louis of Savoy) also 
bore this device, and he died in 1301, whereas the siege of 
Rhodes did not take place until 1310.

(d ) Another version runs: u F id e  E t  R elig io n s T en t• 
m u r "  Le. “  IVe a re  upheld b y / a it  h  a n d  by r e lig io n "

(e) There has even been suggested : “  Fem in a  E st  
R u in a  T u a ," Le. ** W om an is  th y  r u in ."

( / )  And lastly, ** F o rtitu d o  E ju s  R a d ia n s T em m it" ;  
“  H is ra d ia n t" {or should we say “  bloom in g" f)  **courage 
despises"  (difficulties).

There is plenty o f  choice, as may be seen.
An articie by d’Hautecombe, containing a r4$um£ of 

the most authoritative opinions on the subject, says that 
the sense of this motto applies to the Chevalier of the 
Order, and that it seems to mean "  H e ca rries  (the em
blem o f sworn faith)."

It is unfortunate that the first Arms (the Eagle) o f the 
Counts o f Savoy also bear this motto, so that its meaning 
remains a mystery.
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M . S p a r r e  fo r  th e  m a n u fa c tu re  b y  th e  la t te r  o f  
p o s ta g e  s ta m p s . T h e  p r in c ip a l te rm s  o f  th e  
c o n tra c t  m a y  b e  ep ito m iz e d  a s  fo llo w s  :—

“ A rt. 4  binds the contractors to  use water* 
m arked paper, show in g the sam e design in each 
stam p.

“  A rt. 5 says that the paper used for the m anu
facture o f  the stam ps w as to  be o f  the best 
quality , so  as to ensure a  d e a r  im pression, but 
that its w eight m ust not be so great as to increase 
that o f  the letters. T h e  paper w as to be m anu
factured according to  the instructions given  b y  
the M inister o f  F in an ce, in order to  prevent 
fo rg e ry ; and it w as to be ligh tly  tinted w ith  the 
colour o f  the postage stam p for w hich it w as in 
tended. E ach  sheet o f  paper w as to be divided 
into rectangles, each containing ex actly  one hun
dred stam ps.

“  A rt. 6 binds the contractors to m anufacture 
the paper in  Ita ly . Foreign -m ade paper m ight, 
how ever, be used in exceptional circum stances b y  
authorization o f  the M inister o f  Finance, who 
would have it under his control, a t the expense o f  
the contractors.

“  A rt. 7 s a y s : T h e  postage stam ps are o f  eight 
k in d s, n a m e ly : —

l  centesim o, grey-green.
5 centesim i, light green, 

io  , ,  yellow .
15 
20 
4 0  
80

3 lire , violet.

brown.
blue.
orange.

“ A rt. 8. T h e G overnm ent has the right to 
ch an ge  the design o f  the stam ps or to reduce or 
increase their num ber b y  a  R o y a l Decree.

“ A rt. 10 . T h e  stam ps are to be perforated 
round the edges.

“ A rt. 16 . Sh ould  the contractor fa il to com ply 
with the conditions o f  the contract, the M inister 
w ill have the right to m anufacture the postage 

-stamps, m akin g use o f  the m achines at the cost 
o f  the contractor.

“ A rt. 18 . N o p late , d ie, or w aterm ark  mould 
m ay be brought into the w orks, or m ade use o f  
b y  the contractor, unless it is stam ped w ith a 
control m ark.

“ A rt. 20. On the term ination o f the contract 
th e  M inister o f F in an ce  shall h ave  the right to 
buy a t a  valuation the m achinery, d ies, plates, 
an d  a ll accessories.

“ A rt. 2 t .  Sub -letting o f  the contract is for
bidden.

“ A rt. 26. T h e  price to be paid  is fixed at 
fr. 1 .3 0  per 10 0 0  stam ps. T h e  contract is for 
five years, datin g from the 1st  Ja n u a ry , 18 6 3 .”

T h is  c o n tra c t  h a d  o n ly  ju s t  b e e n  s ig n e d  
w ith  M . S p a r r e  w h e n  c h a n g e s  o f  co lo u r  
w e re  d e c id e d  u p o n  fo r  c e r ta in  v a lu e s . T h e  
c o n tra c to r  w a s  in fo rm e d  th a t  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  
to  p r in t th e

1 centesim o in yellow; instead o f  grey-green,
10  centesim i in brownt instead o f  yellow.

B e s id e s  th is  a  2 0  c e n te s im i s ta m p  w a s  
s u b s t itu te d  fo r  th e  3 0  c e n te s im i, p r o b a b ly  in

o rd e r  th e  b e tte r  to  c o m p ly  w ith  th e  in te n tio n  
o f  th e  la w  o f  th e  5th  M a y , 18 6 2 , w h ic h  h a d  
a p p a r e n t ly  b e e n  o v e r lo o k e d  ; th e  n e w  c o n 
t ra c to r s  w e re  th e n  g iv e n  a n  o rd e r  fo r  s ix te e n  
m illio n s  o f  s ta m p s .

A ft e r  th e  p a s s in g  o f  th e  la w  o f  5 th  M a y , 
18 6 2 , th e re  w e re  p u b lish e d , a s  is  th e  u su a l 
p r a c t ic e , r e g u la t io n s  fo r  its  e x e c u tio n , w h ich  
w e re  a p p r o v e d  b y  a  R o y a l  D e c re e , d a te d  
S e p t e m b e r  2 1 ,  18 6 2 . A rt . 6 6  o f  th e s e  re g u 
la t io n s  c o n firm s  th e  c o m p u ls o ry  p re p a y m e n t  
o f  le tte rs  b y  m e a n s  o f  p o s ta g e  s ta m p s .

“ A rt. 6 7 . T h e  postage stam p is a  rectangle 
2 3  m m . h igh  b y  20  m m . w ide, the value being 
indicated at the bottom , and on the three rem ain
ing sides the w ords ‘ FRANCO BOl.LO ITALIA  
p o s t e * ; the R o yal A rm s appear in the centre.

“ A rt. 68. T h ere  are  eight values o f  postage 
stam ps, n a m e ly :—

1 centesim o, coloured yellow'.
5 centesimi , ,  olive-green

10  , , , ,  brown.
*5 „  light green.
20  ,, , ,  blue.
4 0  „ „  orange.
80 „ , ,  rose.

3 lire , ,  violet.
“  A rt. 7 5 . T h e  rate for letters not prepaid or 

insufficiently so is indicated b y  P ostage Due 
stam ps.

“  A rt. 76. T h e  P ostage D ue stam ps are  oval in 
shape, and show  in w hite, on an  oran ge b a ck 
ground, the am ount o f  the rate to  be collected. 
T h ey  are  affixed b y  the postal official at the 
upper part o f the address side o f  the letters 
before their distribution.

“ A rt . 77 . T h e  addressees have the right to 
refuse the letters i f  the charge is not represented 
b y  Postage D ue stam ps.”

A c c o r d in g  to  th e se  r e g u la t io n s  th e  2 
c e n te s im i s ta m p  w a s  su p p re s se d  ; w h y , w e 
d o  n o t k n o w , s in c e  A rt . 47  s ta te s  “ th a t  the 
s h e e ts  o f  p e r io d ic a l w o rk s , n o tic e s , c ir c u la rs , 
e tc ., p a y  2 c e n te s im i fo r  e a c h  4 0  g ra m m e s , 
o r  fra c t io n  th e re o f.”

T h e  2  c e n te s im i s ta m p  w a s  th e re fo re  
n e c e s s a r y , b u t n e v e r th e le s s  th e  D e c r e e  o f  
th e  29 th  O c to b e r , 18 6 3 , c o n firm s  th e  s u p 
p re ss io n  o f  th is  v a lu e , w h ich  w a s  a t  la s t  r e 
in tro d u c e d  b y  a  D e c r e e  o f  th e  4 th  D e c e m 
b e r , 18 6 4 .

T h e  is s u e  o f  p o s t a g e  s ta m p s  a n n o u n c e d  b y  
th e  D e c r e e  o f  S e p te m b e r  2 1 ,  18 6 2 , o f  w h ich  
w e  h a v e  ju s t  r e a d  th e  m o re  im p o rta n t  
c la u s e s , d id  n ot ta k e  p la c e , a s  d iffic u lt ie s  
a ro s e  b e tw e e n  th e  P o s t  O ffice  D e p a rtm e n t  
a n d  M . S p a r r e . T h e  la t te r  re c o g n iz e d  ra th e r  
la te  in  th e  d a y  th e  fa c t  th a t  h e  h a d  m a d e  
h is  a r r a n g e m e n ts  to p  h a s t ily , a n d  d e c la re d  
th a t  it  w a s  q u ite  im p o s s ib le  fo r  h im  to  fu lfil 
th e  o rd e r  h e  h a d  re c e iv e d  w ith in  th e  a llo tte d  
tim e . H e  th e re fo re  a s k e d  fo r  th e  e x te n s io n  
o f  th e  t im e  o f  d e l iv e r y  u n til th e  e n d  o f  
F e b r u a r y ,  18 6 3  • T h i s  r e q u e s t  w a s  e n t ire ly  
u s e le ss , fo r  a lth o u g h  c o n tra c ts  w e r e  b e in g  
m a d e  w ith  M . S p a r r e ,  w h ile  re g u la t io n s
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w e re  b e in g  p u b lish e d  o n  th e  2 1 s t  S e p t e m 
b e r, 18 6 2 , fo r  th e  e x e c u tio n  o f  th e  la w  o f  th e  
5th  M a y  o f  th a t  y e a r , th e  P o s t  O ffice  D e 
p a rtm e n t, w h ic h  k n e w  n e ith e r  w h a t  it 
w a n te d  n o r  w h a t  it w a s  lo o k in g  fo r, n o m in 
a te d  a  c o m m itte e , c o m p o se d  o f  th e  C h e v a l ie r  
A lh y  a n d  M . P a s to i ,  e n g in e e r s , a n d  o f  a  
lith o g ra p h e r  n a m e d  D o y e n , to  e x a m in e  th e  
m a c h in e ry  to  b e  u s e d  fo r  th e  m a n u fa c tu re  
o f  p o s ta g e  s t a m p s ; w h ile  a t  th e  s a m e  tim e  
it w a s  a ls o  n e g o t ia t in g  w ith  M e s s r s .  D e  L a  
R u e  a n d  C o ., o f  L o n d o n , fro m  w h o m  it  h a d  
re c e iv e d  e s s a y s  a s  e a r ly  a s  M a r c h , 18 6 2 , 
th ro u g h  M . P e razz i, its  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  in 
L o n d o n . U n fo r tu n a te ly  I h a v e  n o t b e en  
a b le  to  t r a c e  th e se  e s s a y s , n o r  c a n  I o b ta in  
a n y  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t  th e m .

In s te a d  o f  g r a n t in g  a n  e x te n s io n  o f  t im e  
to M . S p a r r e ,  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  b ro u g h t fo r 
w a rd  v a r io u s  p ro te s ts , w ith  a  v ie w  to  g e t t in g  
out o f  th e  c o n t r a c t  T h e y  d e c la r e d  “ th a t 
th e  A r m s  d e s ig n  w a s  n o t in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  
th e ir  w is h e s  ”  ( fo rg e tt in g  th e  R o y a l  D e c r e e  
o f  th e  2 1 s t  S e p te m b e r , 18 6 2  ; b u t  w h a t  d o e s  
a  R o y a l  D e c r e e  m a tte r  ?). T h e  m ic ro sc o p i
c a l in s c r ip t io n  d e n o tin g  th e  v a lu e  w a s  c r it i
c ized  ; a n d  th e y  w o u ld  n ot a l lo w  th e  w o rd  
“ ITALIA” to in te rru p t  th e  in s c r ip t io n  “ franco 
KOLLO.” T h e s e  w e re  th e  th r e e  g ra v e  fa u lts  
fo r  w h ic h  th e  d e s ig n  o f  M . S p a r r e  w a s  r e 
je c te d , a n d  th a t  a f te r  h a v in g  a l r e a d y  b e e n  
a c c e p t e d !

F o r  a l l  th e se  re a s o n s , a n d  p le n ty  o f  o th e rs  
su p p lie d  b y  th e  co m m itte e  a p p o in te d  to  e x 

a m in e  th e  m a c h in e s , th e  c o n tra c ts  m a d e  
w ith  M . S p a r r e  w ere  f in a lly  a n n u lle d .

A s  M . S p a r r e  h a d  a l r e a d y  m a d e  a l l  th e  
n e c e s s a r y  p la te s , h e  c o n s o le d  h im s e lf  b y  
p r in t in g  fro m  th em  im p re s s io n s  in  v a r io u s  
c o lo u rs , w h ich  h e  g e n e r o u s ly  o ffe re d  (fo r  
s a le )  to  c o lle c to rs . T h e  fo llo w in g  is  a  sh o rt 
l is t  o f  w h a t h e  p r in te d  :—

(a) W hite p a p er.
I c ., black .
5 c ., blue, pale green

10  c , m auve, brownish m auve.
15  c ., b istre, b lack , green, dark  green.
30  c ., yellow -brow n, b lack , brown.
40 c ., greenish  grey , b lack , brow n.
80 c . ,  carm ine, black.

3  1 . ,  yellow -bistre, black.

{d) W hite g la zed  p a p e r o r  ca rd .
I c ., b lack , green , yellow -green , yellow .
5  c ., blue, b lack , flesh.

to  c ., b lack , brow nish m auve, violet.
15  c ,  blue, green, black .
3 0  c ., rose, brownish m auve, sea-green.
40 c ., grey , pale green, blue.
80 c . , pale  and deep m auve, deep green.

3  1 ., bronze-green, flesh, deep flesh.

S o m e  s h e e ts  w e re  p r in te d  in  c o lo u r  on  
; thick, w h ite g la z ed  p a p e r  ; t h e y  w e re  c o m - 
I p o s e d  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  v a lu e s , a r r a n g e d  a s  

g iv e n  : —
40 c . ,  5 c .,  30  c ., 3  lire.
80 c . ,  1  c ., 15  c . ,  to  c.

(7*0 be continued.)

The Stamps of some of the 
Dative States of India
B y  E .  B . E V A N S

(Continued from page 266, V o l, X V I ,

No te .— O w ing to an  abundant supply o f  other 
and more interesting m atter, the publication o f 
these articles h as been in  abeyance for the last 
two years. I  now revert to the N ative  States 
w ith renewed zest.— E . B . E .

N o w a n u g g u r

T H I S  N a t iv e  S t a te  is s itu a te d  o n  th e  
w e s te rn  c o a s t  o f  In d ia , o n  th e  so u th  
s h o re  o f  th e  G u l f  o f  K u tc h , in  th e  

p e n in s u la  o f  K a th ia w a r , p ro v in c e  o f  G u je ra t . 
Its  a r e a  is  so m e  1 3 7 0  s q u a re  m ile s , p o p u la 
tion  a b o u t  35 0 ,0 0 0 . T h e  c a p it a l  b e a r s  th e  
sa m e  n a m e  a s  th e  S ta te , a n d  is  d e s c r ib e d  a s  
a  f lo u r ish in g  c ity , b u ilt  a lm o s t  e n t ire ly  o f  
sto n e  a n d  fo r t i f ie d ;  p o p u la t io n  (in  18 9 1 ) ,  
4 8 ,50 0 . T h e r e  a r e  b e d s  o f  p e a r l  o y s te rs  in 
the n e ig h b o u rh o o d .

T h e  n a m e  is  a ls o  sp e lt  “ N a w a n u g g u r ”  
an d  “ N a w a n a g a r ,”  in  fa c t  th e  u se  o f  th e  
le tte r  “ a ”  o r  “ u ”  se e m s  to d e p e n d  e n t ire ly  
“ u p o n  th e  ta s te  a n d  fa n c y  o f  th e  s p e lle r .”

11 Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal." )

T h e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  s ta m p s  a r e  e x p re s s e d  in  
docras:—

I docra —2 pies.
6 docras =■  I anna.

T h e  s ta m p s  w e re  firs t  h e a r d  o f  b y  c o l
le c to r s  in  18 7 7 ,  th e  1 d o c ra , blue, b e in g  
c h ro n ic le d  in  L e Tim bre-Poste  fo r  O c to b e r  
o f  th a t  y e a r . B u t  a c c o rd in g  to  a  le tte r  
w h ic h  I r e c e iv e d  fro m  th e  S t a te  P o s tm a s te r  
in  18 8 4 , th e  1 d o c ra  o n  rose-coloured  p a p e r  
w a s  th e  first th a t  w a s  issu e d , a n d  th is  a p 
p e a re d  “ in  S u m v u t  y e a r  1 9 3 1 ,  i .e . a .d . 18 7 5 .”  
H e  s ta te d  th a t  th e  blue s ta m p s  w e re  in  u se  
a t  th e  tim e  w h e n  h e  w ro te , b u t th a t  b o th  
k in d s  o f  th e  I d o c r a  w e re  o b ta in a b le , a s  w e ll 
a s  th e  ty p e -s e t  2 a n d  3  d o c ra s . I a m  in 
c lin e d  th e re fo re  to  s u p p o se  th a t  th e  t d o c ra , 
ty p e -s e t , on  rose, w a s  iss u e d  firs t, th a t  th is  
w a s  re p la c e d  b y  th e  1 d o c ra , blue, in  18 7 7 , 
a n d  th a t  th e  ty p e -s e t  s ta m p s  in  th re e  v a lu e s  
w e re  in tro d u c e d  in  18 8 0  ( th e y  w e re  first
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c h ro n ic le d  th e n ), a n d  th a t  fro m  th a t d a te  
b o th  ty p e s  o f  i d o c ra  c o n tin u e d  in  u se  to 
g e th e r . 1 b e lie v e  th at a l l th e  k n o w n  e d it io n s  
o f  th e  ty p e -s e t  s ta m p s , th o se , th a t  is  to  s a y ,  
o f  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  e n tire  s h e e ts  o r  b lo c k s , 
c o n ta in  a l l  th re e  v a lu e s , a n d  it is  n o t  u n lik e ly  
th a t th e  o r ig in a l I d o c r a  o f  18 7 5  h a s  y e t  to  
b e  d isc o v e re d . I th in k  w e  m a y  t a k e  it  fo r  
g r a n te d  th at th e  2  a n d  3  d o c ra s  s ta m p s  w e re  
n o t in  u se  in  18 7 7 ,  w h e n  th e  1 d o c ra , blue, 
firs t  c a m e  o v e r ; a n d  it s e e m s  e q u a lly  im 
p r o b a b le  th a t  a  ty p e - s e t  1 d o c r a  s ta m p  w o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n  is s u e d  a s  a  n e w  th in g  in  18 8 0 , 
w h e n  th e  blue s ta m p  c o u ld  b e  p ro d u c e d  
q u ite  a s  e a s i ly . B u t  i f  th e  o ld  ty p e  o f  th e  
I d o c r a  w a s  th e n  b ro u g h t in to  u s e  a g a in  fo r  
tw o  h ig h e r  v a lu e s , a n d  th e re  w a s  a t  th e  s a m e  
t im e  fo u n d  to  b e  a  p h ila te lic  d e m a n d , it is  
e a s y  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  th e  o ld  1 d o c ra  
m ig h t  b e  re is su e d  a n d  k e p t  in  s t o c k  a f te r 
w a rd s . A t  a n y  ra te  w e  h a v e  th e  fa c t  th a t  
th e  blue  s ta m p  a n d  th e  black on rose a r e  o f  
th e  s a m e  v a lu e , a n d  th a t  th e  fo rm e r  w a s  th e  
o n e  in  r e g u la r  u s e  in  18 8 4 .

Issue o f  18 7 5 .

in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th is  is s u e  
b e s id e s  th a t  g iv e n  a b o v e , a n d  
I c a n  o n ly  c o n je c tu re  th a t it 
c o n s is te d  o f  o n e  v a lu e , in  th e  
a n n e x e d  d e s ig n , s e t  u p  fro m  
ty p e  a n d  p r in te d  in  black  o n  
c o lo u re d  w o v e  p a p e r . I m 
p e rfo ra te .

1 docra, b lack  on rose.

A  tra n sc r ip t io n  a n d  a  tra n s la t io n  o f  th e  
in s c r ip t io n s  a r e  g iv e n  in  A c  T im bre-P osle 
for N o v e m b e r , 18 8 3 , a c c o rd in g  to  w h ic h  th e  
fir s t  lin e  r e a d s :  “  Sa n sth a n ” =  D is t r ic t  o r  
C o u n c il . T h e  s e c o n d  l i n e :  “ N a vb n a g a r." 
T h e  t h i r d : “  P o st S lb m p ." A n d  th e  fo u rth  : 
“ D o ”  ( fo r  docra) T h e  c h a r a c te r s  a re
th o se  k n o w n  a s  G u z e ra ti.

I t  is  p ro b a b le  th a t th e  s ta m p s  w e re  in  
s h e e ts  o f  fiftee n , th re e  v e r t ic a l ro w s  o f  f ive , 
a s  d e s c r ib e d  la te r  ; th is  w a s  th e  fo rm  o f  th e  
s h e e ts  se n t  m e  in  18 8 4 , a s  r e p re s e n tin g  th e 
o r ig in a l 1  d o c r a  o f  18 7 5 .

Issue o f  18 7 7 .

1 ta k e  it fo r  g r a n te d  th a t  th e  1 d o c ra , 
blue, w a s  iss u e d  in  the c o u rs e  o f  th e  y e a r  in 
w h ic h  it w a s  firs t  ch ro n ic le d .
T h e  d e s ig n  is  a  m o re  p r e 
te n tio u s  o n e  th a n  th a t o f  th e  
p re v io u s  issu e , a n d  it c o n ta in s  
in s c r ip t io n s  in  E n g l is h  a s  
w e ll a s  in  G u z e ra t i. In  th e  
c e n tre  is  a  S w o r d , w ith  th e 
p o in t to  th e  r ig h t , a n d  an  
in s c r ip t io n  in  G u z e ra t i a b o v e  a n d  b e lo w . 
T h e  u p p e r  p o rtio n  (a g a in  a c c o rd in g  to  L e

T .-P .)  r e a d s  : “  N a vb n a g a r p ost ” /  a n d  th e  
lo w e r  p o rt io n , w h ic h  is  in v e r te d , r e a d s : 
“  Stam p docra ”  (o r  “  do  ”  ?) “  / . ”  T h e  n a m e  
is  s ta te d  to  b e  c o m p o se d  o f  th e  w o rd s  
N a va  =  n e w , a n d  N a g a r a  =  to w n , th u s  c o r r e 
s p o n d in g  to  “ N e w t o w n ”  in  E n g l is h .  T h e  
S w o r d  a n d  th e se  in s c r ip t io n s  a r e  s u r 
ro u n d e d  b y  a  t r a n s v e r s e  o v a l b a n d , le tte re d  
“ nowanuggur” a b o v e  a n d  “ post stamp” 
b e lo w ; a n d  th e  o v a l i s  e n c lo se d  in  a  p la in  
o b lo n g  fra m e , w ith  th e  c o rn e rs  o f  a  d o tte d  
fra m e  in  th e  s p a n d re ls .

T h e  firs t  s p e c im e n  c h ro n ic le d  (L e  T .-P ., 
O c to b e r , 18 7 7 )  w a s  a  u s e d  c o p y , d e s c r ib e d  
a s  o n  w ove  p a p e r  a n d  p e rf. 1 2 L  M o e n s  lis t s  
th is  s ta m p  u n d e r  " fu l l le t ?  18 7 7 ,”  a n d  th e n  
g iv e s ,  u n d e r  “ F in  18 7 7 ,”  th e  s a m e  s ta m p  o n  
tw o  v a r ie t ie s  o f  la id  p a p e r  (h a rd  a n d  so ft) , 
im p e rf ., a n d  (th e  s o fte r  p a p e r )  p e rf. 1 1 .  T h e  
p a p e r  c e r ta in ly  v a r ie s  in  te x tu re , b u t I a m  
in c lin e d  to  d o u b t th e  e x is te n c e  o f  s p e c im e n s  
on  a  r e a l ly  w ove  p a p e r , a n d  a ls o  o f  tw o  d is 
t in c t  v a r ie t ie s  o f  p e r fo ra tio n . I h a v e  a  u se d  
c o p y , im perforate, in  w h ic h  I c a n  s e e  n o  
t r a c e  o f  la id  l in e s , b u t  in  th e  c a s e  o f  th e se  
c o m m o n  p a p e rs  o f  p o o r  q u a lity , a  s in g le  
c o p y , e s p e c ia l ly  a  u s e d  o n e , is  n o t  su ffic ie n t  
e v id e n c e .

A g a in ,  in  th e  m a tte r  o f  th e  p e r fo ra tio n , it 
s e e m s  u n lik e ly  th a t  tw o  d iffe re n t  m a c h in e s  
w e re  e m p lo y e d , a n d  it m u st  b e  re m e m b e re d  
th a t  e v e n  th e  lo n g e r  s id e  o f  a  s in g le  c o p y  
d o e s  n o t m e a s u re  2 0  m m ., a n d  th e re fo re  it 
is  n o t e a s y  to  g a u g e  th e  p e r fo ra tio n  q u ite  
a c c u ra te ly , i f  it  is  a t  a l l  i r re g u la r . I  h a v e  
a n  e n t ire  s h e e t  o n  la id , p e r fo ra te d . T h e  
p e rfo ra tio n  is  v e r y  i r r e g u la r  ; 1 fin d  p o rt io n s  
o f  th e  sa m e  ro w  o f  h o le s  g a u g in g  1 0 J ,  i t ,  
a n d  n j ,  b u t 1 c a n n o t  fin d  a n y  le n g th  o f  
2 0  m m . c o n ta in in g  a s  m a n y  a s  12A  h o les , 
th o u g h  I h a v e  s o m e tim e s  fo u n d  th re e  h o le s  
in a  s p a c e  o f  5 m m ., a n d  th is  m a y  b e  th e  
fo u n d a tio n  fo r  p e rf. 1 2  o r  e v e n  1 2 $ .  T h e  
p a p e r  te a rs  b a d ly , w h ic h  w o u ld  a d d  to  th e  
d ifficu lty .

T h e  p e r fo ra to r  e m p lo y e d  m u st, I th in k , 
h a v e  b e e n  a  ro u g h  k in d  o f  h a r ro w  m a c h in e , 
s im ila r  to  th a t  o f  K a s h m ir ,  w ith  th e  p in s 
lia b le  to  g e t  b e n t, a n d  th u s  to  g iv e  v e r y  u n 
c e r ta in  re su lts . T h e  p e rfo ra tio n  d o e s  not 
e x te n d  a c r o s s  a n y  o f  th e  m a r g in s  o f  m y  
s h e e t  (w h ich  h a s  th e  s ta m p s  in  e ig h t  h o r i
zo n ta l ro w s  o f  fo u r), b u t  a t  o n e  e n d  o f  th e  
firs t , th ird , a n d  fifth  v e r t ic a l  ro w s  o f  h o le s  
th e re  is  an  e x t ra  h o le  b e y o n d  th e  la s t  
h o riz o n ta l ro w . I c a n n o t  a c c o u n t fo r  th e  
p e c u lia r it ie s  o f  th e  p e r fo ra tio n  in  a n y  o th e r  
w a y  th a n  b y  th e  th e o ry  o f  a  m a c h in e  th a t  
p e r fo ra te d  th e  w h o le  s h e e t  o f  s ta m p s  a t  o n ce . 
B u t  i f  th is  is  th e  c a s e , it r a is e s  a n o th e r  
q u e st io n  to  w h ic h  I w ill r e fe r  s h o rt ly .

T h e  s ta m p s  w e re  ty p o g ra p h e d  fro m  b lo c k s  
re p ro d u c e d  b y  so m e  m e c h a n ic a l p ro c e s s , 
e ith e r  e le c tro ty p in g  o r  c a s t in g , a n d  n o t v e r y  
s k i lfu lly  m a d e . M a n y  o f  th em  h a v e  d e fe c ts

I h a v e  n o  

%

t docra.
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b y  w h ich  th e  im p re s s io n s  fro m  th e m  c a n  b e  
id e n tif ie d ; in  fa c t, th e  s ta m p s  c o u ld  p ro b a b ly  
b e  p la te d , lik e  th o se  o f  th e  e a r ly  is s u e s  o f  
the T r a n s v a a l ,  i f  th e  p r in t in g  w e re  n o t so 
d e fe c tiv e  in  m a n y  c a s e s  a s  to  re n d e r  p o rtio n s  
o f  the s ta m p s  m e re  b lo tc h e s  o f  co lo u r .

T h e  b lo c k s  w e re  e v id e n tly  a l l  s e p a ra te , 
a n d  w e re  c la m p e d  to g e th e r  fo r  p r in t in g  p u r
p o se s . T h is  is  sh o w n  b y  th e  fa c t  th a t  the 
sh e e ts  ( a lw a y s  o f  th irty -tw o  s ta m p s )  a re  
so m e tim e s  in  fo u r h o riz o n ta l ro w s  o f  e ig h t , 
an d  a t  o th e r  t im e s  in  e ig h t  h o riz o n ta l ro w s 
o f  f o u r ; a n d  th a t a n  in v e rte d  s ta m p  e x is ts  
on so m e  o f  th e  s h e e ts , n ot a lw a y s  in th e  
sa m e  p o s it io n , s h o w in g  th at th e  b lo c k s  w e re  
re se t, fro m  tim e  to  t im e , a n d , p r o b a b ly , th at 
n ow  a n d  th e n  a  b lo c k  d ro p p e d  o u t a n d  w a s  
re p la c e d  u p s id e  d o w n .

N o w  it is  e v id e n t  th a t  i f  th e  p e rfo ra tio n  
w a s  d o n e  w ith  su ch  a  m a c h in e  a s  th a t  d e 
s c r ib e d  a b o v e , th e  s a m e  m a c h in e  c o u ld  not 
h a v e  p e r fo ra te d  s h e e ts  a r r a n g e d  in  tw o 
d iffe re n t w a y s , a s  th e  s ta m p s  a r e  n o t s q u a re . 
A ll th e  p e r fo ra te d  sh e e ts , a n d  p o rt io n s  o f  
sh e e ts , th a t  I h a v e  se e n  a re  in  e ig h t  h o r i
zo n ta l ro w s  o f  fo u r. 1  h a v e  a n  un p e r fo ra te d  
sh e e t, w h ic h  I  a m  in fo rm e d  w a s  o b ta in e d  
fro m  M e s s r s . S t a n le y  G ib b o n s  &  C o . in 
18 7 7 , a n d  w h ic h  is  in  fo u r h o riz o n ta l ro w s  o f  
e i g h t ; th e  fir s t  s ta m p  seen  in  th a t  sa m e  
y e a r  w a s  p e r fo ra te d , a n d  th e  q u e s t io n  a r is e s  
w h e th e r  a l l  th e  e a r ly  s ta m p s  w e re  in  sh e e ts  
o f  th e  s a m e  sh a p e , a n d  w h e th e r  th e re  w a s  
a n o th e r  m a c h in e  w h ic h  p e r fo ra te d  th e  sh e e ts  
o f  th a t  s h a p e  a n d  w h ic h  g a u g e d  12 ^ . I t  is  
a  q u e st io n  th a t c a n  o n ly  b e  d e c id e d  p o s i
t iv e ly  b y  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  s p e c im e n s , p re fe r 
a b ly  in  b lo c k s , w ith  a  p e rfo ra tio n  d is t in c t ly  ! 
d iffe re n t fro m  th a t o f  the p e r fo ra te d  sh e e ts  
w h ich  I h a v e  d e s c r ib e d . A t  p re se n t  I th in k  
it m o re  l ik e ly  th a t  th e re  w a s  o n ly  o n e  p e r
fo ra t in g  m a c h in e , a n d  th a t th e  fir s t  sh e e ts  
p r in te d  (w h ic h  w e re  fo r  lo c a l c o n su m p tio n )  
w ere  in  e ig h t  ro w s o f  f o u r ; th a t  la t e r  o n  in 
18 7 7 , w h e n  s h e e ts  w e re  re q u ire d  fo r  e x p o rt, 
th e  fo rm e  w a s  m a d e  u p  a fre sh  in  fo u r  ro w s  o f  
e ig h t , a n d  w a s  p e r h a p s  k e p t  s ta n d in g  fo r  a  
tim e , a n d  p e rfo ra tio n  w a s  p r o b a b ly  g iv e n  up 
a s  an  u n n e c e s s a ry  lu x u ry . T h e  a r r a n g e 
m en t in ro w s  , o f  fo u r  w a s  c e r t a in ly  in  u se  
la te r  s t ill ; p o s s ib ly  it w a s  r e v e r te d  to  w ith  a  
v ie w  to  o c c a s io n a l ly  p e r fo ra t in g  s h e e ts  w hen  
s p e c ia lly  a s k e d  fo r. T h e  s h e e t  I  o b ta in e d  
fro m  N o w a n u g g u r  in  18 8 4  is  in  ro w s  o f  fo u r  
im p e r fo ra te , a n d  th e  P o stm a s te r , in  a n s w e r  
to  a  q u e st io n  o f  m in e , w ro te , “ o u r  S t a te  
s ta m p s  a r e  n o w  n o t p e rp re te d  w ith  h o le s  
b e tw e e n  th e m  lik e  th e  E n g l is h  s ta m p s .”  I t  
is  p ro b a b le  th a t  a l l  o e rfo ra te d  s ta m p s  a r e  o f  
e a r lie r  d a te  th a n  18 8 4 , a n d  it i s  e v id e n t  fro m  
th e  c o m p a r a t iv e  s c a r c ity  o f  s u c h  s p e c im e n s  
th at th e y  w e re  n o t r e g u la r ly  s u p p lie d  to  
d e a le r s  a t  a n y  t im e . M y  o w n  p e r fo ra te d  
sh ee t is  w a te r m a rk e d  “  18 8 0 ,”  a n d  th e re fo re  
w as p r in te d  a t  le a s t  as  la te  a s  th a t  y e a r .

T h e  la id  lin e s  in  th e  p a p e r  se e m , a s  a  ru le , 
to  ru n  th e  lo n g e r  w a y  o f  th e  s h e e ts  ; th u s  the 
s ta m p s  in  ro w s  o f  e ig h t  a r e  u s u a lly  la id  h o ri
zon tally, w h ils t  th o se  in  ro w s  o f  fo u r  a re  
u s u a lly  la id  v e r t ic a lly , b u t th is  is n o t in 
v a r ia b ly  th e  c a s e .

I h a v e  th re e  s h e e ts , in d iffe re n t sh a d e s , 
in  ro w s  o f  e i g h t ; o n e  o f  th e se , w h ic h  I 
s h o u ld  d e s c r ib e  a s  grey-b lu e , w a s  g iv e n  to 
m e  b y  a  c o lle c to r  w h o  s ta te d  th at h e  h a d  
b o u g h t it fro m  M e s s r s . S t a n le y  G ib b o n s  in 
18 7 7 , s h o w in g  it to  b e  o n e  o f  the e a r lie s t  
im p o rte d  ; a n o th e r  sh e e t, in  a  ra th e r  d u lle r  
s h a d e , is  e v id e n tly  p r in te d  fro m  th e  sa m e  
p la te , s h o w in g  c e r ta in  d a m a g e d  b lo c k s  in 
th e  s a m e  p o s it io n s  ; th e  th ird , in  slate-blue, 
is  on  p a p e r  w ith  w a te r m a rk  “ 1 8 8 0 ” ; it 
sh o w s  th e  s a m e  n o t ic e a b ly  d a m a g e d  b lo c k s , 
b u t fiv e  o u t o f  s ix  th a t  I h a v e  id e n tifie d  a re  
in  d iffe re n t  p o s it io n s  o n  th e  sh e e t, s h o w in g  
a  re s e t t in g  o f  th e  p la te  ( th e s e  s ix  d o  not 
o c c u r  o n  a n y  o f  m y  la t e r  sh e e ts ) .

N e x t  to  th e s e  I a m  in c lin e d  to  p la c e  m y 
p e r fo ra te d  sh e e t, in  e ig h t  h o riz o n ta l ro w s  o f  
f o u r ; th is  a ls o  is  in  a  grey-b lu e  t in t. It 
c o n ta in s  o n e  in v e rte d  s ta m p , th e  r ig h t-h a n d  
s ta m p  o f  th e  fo u rth  h o riz o n ta l ro w . 1  h a v e  . 
tw o  im p e r fo ra te  s h e e ts , e a c h  o f  w h ich  
c o n ta in s  a  d a m a g e d  b lo c k  th a t  o c c u rs  a ls o  
in  th e  p e r fo ra te d  s h e e t ; th is  b lo c k  is  in  a  
d if fe re n t  p o s it io n  o n  e a c h  o f  th e  th re e  
sh e e ts  ; b u t  a s  it  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  o n  a n y  o f  
m y  o th e r  sh e e ts  it  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  to  
c o n n e c t  th e m  to g e th e r . O n e  o f  th e  tw o  
im p e r fo ra te  sh e e ts  is  in  a  v e r y  d a rk  grey- 
blue, a n d  th e  o th e r  in  a  lig h t blue te n d in g  
to w a rd s  th e  b r ig h te r  c o lo u r  th at c a m e  no 
d o u b t la t e r  s t ill ; th e re  is  n o  in v e rte d  s ta m p  
in  e ith e r  o f  th e m .

I n o w  c o m e  to  th e  s h e e t  w h ic h  I o b ta in e d  
d ire c t  in  18 8 4 . I t  is  in a  v e r y  lig h t Blue, 
l ig h t ly  p r in te d , b u t w ith o u t th e  g re y  t in g e  
o f  th o se  p r e v io u s ly  d e s c r ib e d . It  is  in  e ig h t  
ro w s  o f  fo u r, a n d  h a s  th e  s e c o n d  s ta m p  in 
th e  th ird  ro w  in v e rte d . I h a v e  a n  e x a c t ly  
s im ila r  s h e e t  in  a  b rig h ter blue, sh o w in g  the 
s a m e  s ta m p  in v e rte d  a n d  th e  sa m e  d a m a g e d  
b lo c k s  in  th e  s a m e  p o s it io n s  ; th is , I th in k , 
is  th e  c o m m o n e st  o f  th e  s h e e ts  c o n ta in in g  
a n  in v e rte d  s ta m p . B o th  m y  c o p ie s  a re  
im p e r fo ra te .

F in a l ly ,  I h a v e  a  s h e e t  in  th e  s a m e  fo rm , 
in  a  f u l l  b rig h t blue, v e r g in g  u p o n  u ltra- 
m arine, w h ic h  w a s  p r o b a b ly  th e  la s t  in  u se  ; 
it  h a s  n o  in v e rte d  s ta m p , a n d  I c a n n o t 
id e n tify  in  it  a n y  o f  th e  d a m a g e d  b lo c k s  
th a t  o c c u r  in  th e  p r e v io u s  s h e e ts , b u t  th e re  
a r e  s o m e  fre s h  d e fe c ts .

I d o  n o t  p re te n d  to  p o s s e s s  im p re s s io n s  
fro m  a ll  th e  p la te s  (o r  a r r a n g e m e n ts  o f  th e 
b lo c k s )  th a t  w e re  u s e d  ; th e  d e s c r ip t io n s  
g iv e n  a b o v e  a r e  s u ffic ie n t  to  illu s tra te  th e  
m e th o d  e m p lo y e d  in  th e  m a n u fa c tu re  o f  
th e  s ta m p s , a n d  m o re  th a n  su ffic ie n t fo r 
th e  g u id a n c e  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  co lle c to r.
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S p e c ia l i s t s  w ill  d o u b t le s s  b e  a b le  to  fin d  
o th e r  s e t t in g s .

1. W ove p a p e r  (o r  m o re  p r o b a b ly  laid). 
P e r f . 1 2 $ .

1  docra, grey-blue.

Variety. Tlte-blche.
I docra, grey-blue.

I l is t  th e se  on  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  M o e n s , b u t 
I th in k  it v e r y  d o u b tfu l w h e th e r  th e  p a p e r  
w a s  r e a l ly  w ove, a n d  1 th in k  it p o s s ib le  th a t 
th e p e r fo ra tio n  is  th e  s a m e  a s  th a t d e s c r ib e d  
b e lo w . I f  a n y  s ta m p s  w e re  p r in te d  on  w ove 
p a p e r , it d o e s  n o t fo llo w  th a t  th e y  sh o u ld  
e x is t  tlte-beche, a s  th e  e a r l ie s t  sh e e ts  1 h a v e  
seen  d o  n o t c o n ta in  a n  in v e rte d  s ta m p .

2. L a id  p a p e r , v a r y in g  c o n s id e r a b ly  in 
te x tu re  a n d  q u a l ity , th ic k  a n d  th in n e r, h a rd  
a n d  so ft, a n d  w ith  v a r io u s  d e v ic e s  a n d  d a te s  
w a te rm a rk e d  in  th e  sh e e ts .

[b) Im perf.
1 docra, grey-b lue (shades), slate-blue, light blue, 

bright blue (shades).

Varieties. Ttte-bfche.
1 docra, grey-blue, light b lue, bright blue.

R eprin ts. W ith in  th e  la s t  fe w  y e a r s  I 
h a v e  m e t w ith  s p e c im e n s  w h ic h  I b e lie v e  
to  b e  re p r in ts . T h e  im p re ss io n  is  u s u a lly  
b lu rre d , a s  i f  th e  in k  w e re  too  liq u id , an d  
th e y  a r e  v e r y  fre s h  a n d  c le a n - lo o k in g . 1 
h a v e  th em  in  th e  brigh t blue, a lm o st  u ltra - 
m arine, l ik e  th a t  o f  th e  la s t  p r in t in g s  o f  th e  
issu e d  s ta m p s , a n d  a ls o  in  a  g rey  t in t, w ith  
h a rd ly  a n y  blue in  it, u n lik e  a n y  o f  th e  o th e r  
re c e n t  p r in t in g s  a n d  n o t id e n tic a l w ith  th e  
greyest o f  th e  e a r ly  grey-blues. I t  is  u n 
c e r ta in  a t  w h a t  d a te  th is  s ta m p  a c tu a lly  w en t 
o u t o f  u se  ; b u t  I b e lie v e  it r e m a in e d  in  c ir 
c u la tio n , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  ty p e -s e t  s ta m p s , 
d o w n  to  18 9 3 , w h e n  th e  la s t  issu e  c a m e  in to  
u se . T h e  v a r ie t ie s  I h a v e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  
reprin ts  h a v e  a l l  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  b e in g  
v e r y  m u ch  m o re  recen t.

(a) Perf. 10 J  to 1 1 $ .
1 docra, grey-blue.

Variety. Tete-bhhe.
1 docra, grey-blue.

{To be continued.)

The 1903 Suncbaitges of Guadeloupe
B y  J O H N  N. L U F F

A T  th e  o u tse t , I w ish  to  p u t m y s e l f  o n  
/ A  re c o rd  a s  n e ith e r  c o lle c t in g  n o r  b e in g  

e s p e c ia l ly  in te re ste d  in  th e  s ta m p s  o f  
G u a d e lo u p e . I b e lo n g  to  th e  o ld  s c h o o l o f  
c o n s e rv a t iv e  c o lle c to rs , w h o  w e re  ta u g h t  
to  e s te e m  th e  s ta m p s  th a t  w e re  is s u e d  to  
m e e t  p o s ta l n e e d s , a n d  to  lo o k  w ith  d is 
fa v o u r  on  is s u e s w h ic h w e r e  p a lp a b ly  in te n d e d  
a s  a  s o u rc e  o f  re v e n u e  fo r  im p o v e r is h e d  G o 
v e rn m e n ts  o r  u n sc ru p u lo u s  o f fic ia ls . T h e  
19 0 3  p r o v is io n a ls  o f  G u a d e lo u p e  a r e  a n  
e s p e c ia l ly  g la r in g  e x a m p le  o f  p h ila te lic  im 
p ro p rie ty . T o  d e s t ro y  s ta m p s  o f  a  c e r ta in  
d e n o m in a tio n  b y  s u rc h a r g in g  th e m  w ith  
a n o th e r  v a lu e , r e c re a te  th e  d e s t ro y e d  d e 
n o m in a tio n  b y  a  s e c o n d  s u rc h a r g e  o n  so m e  
o th e r  s ta m p , a n d  th e n  re p e a t  th e  la s t  o p e r a 
tio n — a ll  a t  o n e  t im e  a n d  w ith o u t e v e n  th e  
s m a ll d e c e n c y  o f  a  t r if lin g  in te rv a l— o u g h t 
c e r ta in ly  to  b e  su ffic ie n t c o n d e m n a tio n  o f  
th e  is s u e  ; b u t  w h e n  v a r io u s  s e t t in g s  o f  th e  
s u rc h a r g e s  a r e  e m p lo y e d  a n d  a  fu r th e r  o v e r 
p r in t is  a d d e d , in  five  s e t t in g s  a n d  m u c h  to o  
n u m e ro u s  t y p e s  a s  w e ll a s  s e v e r a l  c o lo u rs  o f  
in k , th e  th in g  b e c o m e s  p o s it iv e ly  in d e ce n t.

A t  th e  s a m e  tim e , I h a v e  a lw a y s  m a in 
ta in e d  th a t  o n e  o f  th e  fir s t  e n d s  o f  s ta m p  
c o lle c t in g  w a s  th e  a m u s e m e n t  o f  th e  c o l
le c to r , a n d  i f  h e  fa n c ie d  th e  s ta m p s  o f  a n y  
p a r t ic u la r  c o u n try  or. g ro u p , th a t  w a s  su ffi
c ie n t  re a s o n  fo r  h im  to  c o lle c t  th e m , a n d  h is  
s o  d o in g  w a s  n o t th e  a f fa ir  o f  a n y  o n e  e lse , 
w h a te v e r  o u r  p e r so n a l l ik e s  o r  d is l ik e s

m ig h t  b e . S o  lo n g  a s  s ta m p s  a r e  iss u e d  
u n d e r  d u e  a u th o r ity  a n d  a r e  u s e d  fo r  p o s ta g e , 
e v e n  to  th e  m o st  tr if lin g  e x te n t, th e  c a t a 
lo g u e s  a r e  b o u n d  to  re c o g n iz e  th e m . T h e i r  
s ta n d in g  b e in g  th u s  e s ta b lis h e d , a n y  o n e  w h o  
c h o o se s  to  c o lle c t  th e m  s h o u ld  b e  a t  l ib e r ty  
to  d o  s o , n o  m a tte r  h o w  u n fa v o u ra b le  a n  
o p in io n  o f  th e ir  m e r its  th e  r e s t  o f  u s  m a y  
h o ld . T h u s  it  is  w ith  th e  G u a d e lo u p e  is s u e s  
w h ic h  I p ro p o se  to  d isc u s s .

T o  s tu d e n ts  o f  s ta m p s  a n y  n e w  o r  m o re  
c o m p le te  in fo rm a tio n  is  a lw a y s  w e lc o m e . 
T h e r e fo r e , h a v in g  r e c e n t ly  h a d  o c c a s io n  to  
s tu d y  th e s e  G u a d e lo u p e  s ta m p s , I h a v e  
a c q u ir e d  in fo rm a tio n  w h ic h  it  se e m s  to  m e 
it  w ill b e  w e ll to  p u t o n  r e c o r d  n o w . H o w 
e v e r  s m a ll its  v a lu e  m a y  a p p e a r  a t  th e  
p re se n t  t im e , w e  c a n n o t  s a y  th a t  it  w il l  n o t 
b e  v e r y  w e lc o m e  to  s o m e  o n e  in  th e  fu tu re . 
S o m e  t im e  a g o  a  v e r y  g o o d  fr ie n d  o f  m in e , 
w h o  is  g r e a t ly  in te re ste d  in  th e  s ta m p s  o f  
th e  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry , a p p e a le d  to  m e  fo r  
h e lp  w ith  th e  19 0 3  is s u e s  o f  G u a d e lo u p e . 
H e  w ish e d  to  c o lle c t  e v e r y t h in g  w h ic h  
e x is te d , in c lu d in g  m in o r  v a r ie t ie s , a n d  d e 
s ire d  h is  c o lle c tio n  a r r a n g e d  o n  th e  m o st  e x 
te n d e d  lin e s . I h a d  to  c o n fe s s  th a t  it a p p e a re d  
l ik e ly  to  b e  a  c a s e  o f  th e  b lin d  le a d in g  
th e  b lin d . H o w e v e r , I e v e n tu a l ly  c o n se n te d  
to  t ry  to  h e lp  h im . In  th e  M onthly Jo u rn a l 
fo r  Ju n e , 19 0 4 , I fo u n d  a n  e x c e lle n t  a r t ic le  
b y  th e  la te  M r . G o rd o n  S m ith , b u t u n fo r
tu n a te ly  h e  o n ly  c o n s id e re d  th e  firs t  s e r ie s
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o f  th e  s u rc h a r g e s  m a d e  in  19 0 3 , a n d  d id  
n o t tre a t  o f  th e  la te r  a d d it io n s  o f  “ 1 9 0 3 ”  
in  v a r io u s  ty p e s  in  a  re c ta n g u la r  f r a m e . 
B e c o m in g  in te re ste d  in  fo llo w in g  o u t th e  
n u m e ro u s c h a n g e s  a n d  c o m b in a tio n s , I e n 
d e a v o u re d  to  se c u re  a n d  p h o to g ra p h  s h e e ts  
s h o w in g  th e  v a r io u s  s e t t in g s . I b e lie v e  I 
h a v e  a t  la s t  s u c c e e d e d  in  g e t t in g  a l l  o f  
th e m , t h a n k s  to  th e  k in d  a s s is t a n c e  o f  
v a r io u s  fr ie n d s .

M r. S m it h  h a v in g  t re a te d  th e  e a r ly  s u r 
c h a rg e s  m o s t  c a re fu lly , it w o u ld  b e  s u p e r 
flu ou s fo r  m e  to  g o  o v e r  th a t  p a r t  o f  th e  
su b je c t. I p ro p o se  to  m a k e  a  fe w  c o m m e n ts  
on a n d  a d d it io n s  to  h is  a r t ic le , b u t, fo r  th e  
m o st p a r t , I sh a ll c o n fin e  m y s e lf  to  th e  
“ 1 9 0 3 ”  o v e rp r in ts  a n d  th e ir  c o m b in a t io n s  
w ith  th e  e a r l ie r  s u rc h a rg e s ..  B o th  th e  firs t  
a n d  s e c o n d  s u rc h a r g e s  w e re  se t u p  in 
g ro u p s  o f  f i fty  to  c o v e r  tw o  p a n e s  o f  tw e n ty -  
five  s ta m p s  e a c h . F o r  th e  s a k e  o f  s im 
p lic ity , I s h a l l  t r e a t  e a c h  fifty  s ta m p s  a s  a  
sh e e t, n u m b e r in g  th e m  c o n s e c u t iv e ly  in  
h o riz o n ta l ro w s , r a th e r  th a n  to  s a y  n u m b e r  
so  a n d  s o  in  th e  le ft  o r  r ig h t  p a n e , a s  th e  
c a s e  m ig h t  b e . W h e n  re fe re n c e  is m a d e  to 
n u m b e rs  o r  ty p e s , it is  u n d e rsto o d  th a t  th e y  
a re  th o se  g iv e n  in  S t a n le y  G ib b o n s ’ C a t a 
lo g u e  fo r  1 9 0 6 - 7 .*  T h e  s e t t in g s  a r e  th o se  
i llu s tra te d  in  th e  M onthly Jo u r n a l fo r  J u n e , 
>9° 4 -

M r . S m it h ’s  d e s c r ip t io n  a n d  lis ts  o f  th e  
5 c . s u rc h a r g e  ( s e t t in g  A )  se e m  a m p le  fo r  
a l l p u rp o se s . In  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  1 0  c. 
(se ttin g  B ) ,  th e  a d v a n c e d  s p e c ia lis t  m a y  
c h o o se  to  a d d  a  fe w  v a r ie t ie s . O n  N o . 24  
(v a r . iii.)  t h e  n u m e ra l “  1 ”  o f  “  1 0 ”  is  m u c h  
th ic k e r  t h a n  u s u a l. O n  N o . 4 7  (b ro a d  
fig u re s , v a r .  v i .)  th e  “  1 ”  is  n o t s o lid , b u t  is  
fo rm e d  b y  s e v e r a l  v e r t ic a l  l in e s . O n  N o .  50  
(v a r . v i.)  th e  “ o ”  i s  n o t  s o lid , b u t  is  fo rm e d  o f  
c ro s se d  l in e s , v e r t ic a l  a n d  h o riz o n ta l. T h e  
th re e  v a r ie t ie s  o f  th e  f ig u re  “  1  ”  ( in  i ., iii.,
iv ., a n d  v i . )  a r e  a l l  to  b e  fo u n d  w ith o u t se r if , 
e ith e r  b e c a u s e  it  h a s  b e e n  b ro k e n  o f f  o r  h a s  
fa ile d  to  p r in t . N o s . 1 1  a n d  2 $  ( v a r s . i. a n d
iii.)  h a v e  a n  a n t iq u e  “ t *  in  th e  w o rd  *‘ e t ,”  
a n d  N o s . 1 ,  2 ,  26 , 28 , 2 9 , 3 0 , 4 6 , a n d  4 7  h a v e  
n o  s p a c e  b e tw e e n  “ G ”  a n d  “ e t ,”  s o  th a t  
th e y  fo rm  th e  w o rd  “  G e t  ”  (v a rs . i ., i i i . ,  iv ., 
a n d  v i.) . N o .  48  (v a r . v i .)  h a s  th e  “ G ”  a b o v e  
th e  lin e  o f  th e  s u rc h a r g e , a n d  N o . 50  ( v a r . v i .)  
h a s  th e  “ D ”  d ro p p e d  b e lo w  th e  o th e r  le t te r s . 
B ro k e n  le t te r s  a n d  f ig u r e s  a l s o  e x is t  th r o u g h 
o u t th e  s h e e t . A s  th e  s u r c h a r g e  h a s  b e e n  
p r in te d  in v e rte d , it  w il l  s c a r c e ly  b e  n e c e s s a r y  
to  s a y  th a t  a l l  th e se  v a r ie t ie s  a r e  to  b e  fo u n d  
in  th a t  p o s it io n .

T h e r e  i s  lit t le  (o c c a s io n  fo r  c o m m e n t  on  
th e  1 5  c . s u rc h a r g e . T h e  s p e c ia lis t  m a y

* The lists remain unchanged, except in the following 
particulars: Nos. 936a, 3366, 937a to 337B, *yjg  to 337/, 
9807, 9834, 983^, and 3364 have been added; 937a has 
become 937,/, 3334 and the old 354 and 35s have been 
omitted, and the old 3544 has become 354.

c h o o se  to  c o lle c t  N o . 2 3  (v a r . b), w h ich  h a s  
th e  fig u re  “  I ”  d o u b le - lin e d  in s te a d  o f  s o lid , 
a n d  N o . 32  (v a r . a), w h ich  h a s  th e  “  I ”  
fo rm e d  o f  th re e  th in  v e r t ic a l lin e s . T h e s e  
tw o  v a r ie t ie s  a r e  fo u n d  in  s e t t in g  C , in w h ich  
m o st  o f  th e  n u m e ra ls  a re  in a  s a d ly  w o rn  
a n d  b a tte re d  co n d itio n . In  s e t t in g  D  th e 
n u m e ra ls  a re  in  b e tte r  sh a p e , a n d  w e d o  n o t 
fin d  a n y  p ro n o u n c e d  v a r ie t ie s  a m o n g  th e m .

M r. S m ith  c a l ls  s e tt in g  E ,  a s  illu stra te d  
in  th e  M ontkly Jo u rn a l, th e  s e c o n d  s e t t in g , 
b e c a u s e  it w a s  th e  se c o n d  re c e iv e d  in 
L o n d o n , b u t I th in k  p h ila te lis ts  a r e  n o w  
a g r e e d  th a t it w a s  re a l ly  th e firs t. A s  o n ly  
o n e  i llu stra tio n  is g iv e n , 1 s h a l l  c a ll th e  tw o  
s e t t in g s  “ E ”  a n d  “ E  c o r re c te d .”  A s  M r . 
S m it h  h a s  s a id , th e  o n ly  d iffe re n c e  b e tw e e n  
th e m  is th a t th e  la t te r  s e t t in g  h a s  n o  in 
v e r te d  n u m e ra ls  “ 4 .”  T h is  s u rc h a r g e  h a s  
th e  a n tiq u e  “  t ”  o n  N o s . r 1 a n d  25  a n d  th e  
“ G ”  a n d  “ e t ”  c lo s e  to g e th e r  o n  N o s . 1 ,  2 , 
26 , 28 , 29 , 30 , 46, a n d  4 7 , th e  s a m e  lo c a t io n s  
a s  in  th e  to  c . s u rc h a rg e . T h e s e  v a r ie t ie s  
a r e  to  b e  fo u n d  in  s e tt in g  E  a n d  a ls o  in  th e  
c o r re c te d  s e tt in g . T h u s  w e h a v e  the a n t iq u e  
“ t ”  o n  N o s . 20 9  a n d  2 1 3  o f  th e  C a ta lo g u e , 
a n d  th e  “ G e t ”  o n  N o s . 20 9 , 2 1 1 ,  a n d  2 1 3 .  
In  th e  c o r re c te d  s e t t in g  N o . 4 8  h a s  th e  “ G ”  
a b o v e  th e  lin e  a n d  N o . 50  h a s  th e  “ D ”  
b e lo w  th e  l i n e ; th e  la tte r  v a r ie ty  i s  a ls o  
fo u n d  in  th e  s e t t in g  b e fo re  c o rre c t io n . In  
a l l  th e se  th e  v a r ie t y  is  o f  N o . 2 1 1 o f  th e  
C a ta lo g u e . A l l  v a r ie t ie s  w h ic h  b e lo n g  to  
th e  c o r re c te d  s e t t in g  a r e  a ls o  fo u n d  in v e rte d .
I h a v e  se e n  N o s . 2 0 9  a n d  2 1 0  w ith  d o u b le  
s u r c h a r g e ;  c o n s e q u e n t ly  N o s . 2 1 1  a n d  2 1 2  
m u s t  a ls o  h a v e  e x is te d  in  th is  sh a p e . 
W h e th e r  o r  n o t N o s . 2 1 3  a n d  2 1 4  a r e  to  
b e  a d d e d  to  th e  l is t  o f  d o u b le  s u rc h a r g e s  
d e p e n d s  u p o n  w h ic h  s e t t in g , th e  firs t  o r  th e  
c o r re c te d , w a s  d o u b ly  p r in te d .

T o  th e  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  th e  s e t t in g s  o f  I fr . 
o n  7 5  c . 1  h a v e  o n ly  o n e  a d d it io n  to  m a k e . 
In  s e t t in g  G ,  N o . 4  ( a s  w e ll a s  N o . 3 1 )  h a s  
n o  s to p  a f te r  “ f r ” , c o n s e q u e n t ly  w e  h a v e  
h a d  to  a d d  to  th e  C a ta lo g u e  N o s .  1 8 1 a ,  19 4 a , 
a n d  a n y  v a r ie t ie s  o f  th e  “  1 9 0 3 ”  s u rc h a r g e s  
w h ic h  fa ll  u p o n  N o . 4  in  s e t t in g  G ,  o r , in  
o th e r  w o rd s , o n  N o . i 8 i « .  W h e n  s tu d y in g  
th e s e  I fr . s u rc h a r g e s , e s p e c ia l ly  in  c o n 
n e c t io n  w ith  th e  “ 1 9 0 3 ”  o v e rp r in ts , I fo u n d  
d ia g r a m s  o f  s e t t in g s  F  a n d  G ,  s h o w in g  th e  
t y p e s  a n d  th e  C a ta lo g u e  n u m b e rs , w e r e  o f  
m u c h  a s s is ta n c e , a n d  I re p ro d u c e  th e m  fo r  
th e  b e n e fit  o f  m y  re a d e rs . I t  is  u n fo rtu n a te  
th a t  th e  m a k e r s  o f  th e  C a ta lo g u e  s a w  fit to  
d e s ig n a te  th e  ty p e s  o f  th e  fig u re  “  1  ”  in 
s e t t in g  F  a s  i., i i .,  iii., a n d  iv ., a n d  th o se  
in  s e t t in g  G  a s  iii. , iv . ,  v ., a n d  v i .  H a d  th e y  
g iv e n  to  s e t t in g  G  th e  n u m b e rs  v . ,  v i . ,  v i i. , 
a n d  v i i i . ,  s o m e  n e e d le ss  c o n fu s io n  w o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n  a v o id e d . A s  it is , th e  r e a d e r  w ill 
p le a s e  b e a r  in  m in d  th a t v a r ie t ie s  iii. a n d  iv. 
in  th e  tw o  s e t t in g s  re p re s e n t  e n t ire ly  d iffe re n t 
n u m e ra ls .
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S e tt in g  “  F . ”

b + i c + i b + i f+ i h + i h + i d + i d + ii f+ i f+ i
148 150 148 >54 *58 158 151 15 2 >54 >54

a +  i b + i b + ii f+ i f+ i f+ i e + i f+ i i f+ i h + iv
146 I4S 14 9 154 >54 >54 15 3 >55 15 4 l 6 l

b + i b +  i b + ii f+ ii h + i f+ i d +  i B+> f+ i i f+ i i i
148 148 14 9 156 158 154 151 >57 >55 16 0

b + i a + i i b + i f+ i f+ i h + ii e + i f+ i h + i f+ i i i
148 147 148 >54 154 159 >53 >54 158 16 0

b + i b + i a + i f+ i f+ i i f+ i e + i f+ i f+ i f+ ii i
148 m s 146 >54 15 5 >54 >53 >54 >54 16 0

In  th is  se t t in g  w e  fin d  :—
14 6  . . . 2 times. N o . 15 4  . . . 15  tim es
147 • . . 1  „ >55 • • • 3
14 8  . • 9 m 15 6  . . . 1  „
14 9  . . . 2  , , >57 • . . > ,,
15 0  . • • 1 ,, 15 8  . • • 4  ..
>5 > • • • 2  , , >59 ■ . . 1 ,,
15 2  ■ • . 1 „ 16 0  . • 3  ..
>53 ■ * • 3 »» 1 6 1  . . . > „

S e t t in g  “  G .”

b + iii c + iv

173

b + iv
17 2

f+ iv  
No stop. 

l8l<2

h + v
>78

h + i

158

d + i

1 5 1

d + ii f+ i

>54

f+ iv

>75

a + ii i b +  iv b + iv f+ iv f+ v f+ i e + i f+ i i f+ i h + v i
169 17 2 17 2 >75 176 >54 153 >55 >54 >79

b + iii b + iv b + iv f+ iv h + v f+ i d + i g + i i i f+ ii i f+ iv

>7 > 17 2 17 2 >75 178 >54 >5 ' >77 >74 >75

b + iv  
No stop. 

18 1

a  +  iv b + iv f+ iv f+ v h + ii e + i f+ i h + i f+ ii i
17 0 17 2 >75 176 >59 >53 158 16 0

b + iv b + iv a + iv f+ iv f+ v f+ i e + i f+ i f+ i f+ ii i
Small'*fr.‘

180 >72 170 >75 176 >54 153 >54 >54 160

In  th is  s e t t in g  w e  fin d  : —
1 5 1  .  . .  2 'times. N o. 17 2  . . . 7 times.
15 2  .  . • 1 . . >73 • . . 1 „

153 • • • 3 »• >74 • • • t , ,
154  .  . .  8 „ >75 • . . 6 „

>55 • • • I M 17 6  . ■ 3 m
15 8  . . . 2 „ >77 • • • t , ,
15 9  .  . .  I  , , 17 8  . • • 2 „
16 0  . . . 2 , , >79 • . . I
16 9  . . • * . . 18 0  . .  . t „
17 0  . . . 2  „ 18 1  . .  .  1 , ,
1 7 1  .  . • 2 „ 1 8 1 a  . .  .  I „

I t  w ill b e  o b s e rv e d  th a t N o s . 1 5 1  to  1 5 5  a n d  15 8  to  16 0  o c c u r  in  b o th  se tt in g s .

{To be continued.)
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The Stamps of British Deu> Guinea
B y  E .  B . E V A N S

VA R I O U S  n o te s  u p o n  th e  s ta m p s  o f  th is 
c o lo n y  h a v e  b e e n  p u b lish e d  d u r in g  
th e  la s t  fe w  m o n th s  s h o w in g  th e  e x is t 

en ce  o f  v a r ie t ie s  w h ic h  h a v e  n o t y e t  b e en  
lis te d  in  th e  C a ta lo g u e  o f  M e s s r s . S t a n le y  
G ib b o n s , L td .,  a n d  a s  th e re  s e e m s  to  b e  a  
c e rta in  a m o u n t o f  d o u b t a s  to  th e  p ro p e r  
d e sc rip t io n  a n d  p h ila te lic  p o s it io n  o f  th o se  
v a r ie t ie s , it  m a y  b e  o f  s o m e  u se  i f  a n  u n 
p re ju d ic e d  o u ts id e r  e n d e a v o u r s  to  re v ie w  
th e c a s e  im p a rt ia lly , a n d  to  a s c e r ta in  w h a t 
is  th e  tru e  n a tu re  o f  th e  v a r ie t ie s  th a t  h a v e  
b e en  fo u n d . I sh o u ld  p r e m is e  th a t  I p ro 
p o se  to  c o n fin e  m y s e l f  to  th e  v a r ia t io n s  in 
the s ta m p s  th e m s e lv e s , a n d  n o t to  ta k e  a n y  
n o tic e  o f  th e  o v e rp r in t  th a t  h a s  b e e n  a p p lie d  
to  th em .

In  th e  n u m b e r  o f  th is  m a g a z in e  fo r  9  M a y  
la s t  is  a  v e r y  in te re s t in g  a r t ic le  b y  M r . R . 
A n th ro b u s  fro m  w h ic h  I ,  a t  a l l  e v e n ts , 
le a rn e d  fo r  th e  fir s t  t im e  th a t  th e re  w ere  
so m e  v e r y  d is t in c t  v a r ia t io n s  in  th e  p a p e r  
u p o n  w h ic h  th e s e  s ta m p s  a r e  p r in te d , a n d  
th a t th e s e  v a r ia t io n s  a r e  a c c o m p a n ie d , a n d  
m a y  p o s s ib ly  b e  m u lt ip lie d , b y  v a r ia t io n s  in 
t h i  p o s it io n  o f  th e  w a te r m a rk . C u r io u s ly  
e n o u g h  in  E-w en 's W eekly Stam p N ew s  o f  
the v e r y  s a m e  d a te  a  s im ila r  a r t ic le  a p p e a re d  
d e a lin g  w ith  th e  s a m e  s u b je c t  fro m  a  ra th e r  
d iffe re n t p o in t  o f  v ie w , a n d  th is  c o in c id e n c e  
led  m e  to  e x a m in e  a  se t  o f  th e  s ta m p s , in 
c lu d in g  a n  e n t ire  sh e e t o f  th e  ^ d . w h ic h  I h a d  
o b ta in e d  fro m  M r. E w e n  in  A p r i l ,  19 0 2 , a n d  
s u b s e q u e n t ly  to  o b ta in  fro m  th e  s a m e  so u rc e  
sp e c im e n s  s h o w in g  th e  v a r ie t ie s  o f  p a p e r  
w h ich  a r e  re fe rre d  to  in  b o th  th e  a r t ic le s .

T h e  d e s ig n s  o f  th e  s ta m p s , a n d  o f  th e  
w a te rm a rk  in  th e  p a p e r  o n  w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  
p r in te d , a r e  sh o w n  in  th e  a n n e x e d  illu s t r a 

tion s. T h e  w a te rm a rk  c o n s is t s  o f  q u a tre -  
fo ils  o r  ro s e t te s , w h ic h , u n fo r tu n a te ly , a re

n o t s q u a r e  o r  c ir c u la r , b u t a re  lo n g e r  in  
o n e  d ire c t io n  th a n  in  th e  o th e r , a n d  th e  ro w s 
a r e  s p a c e d  d iffe re n t ly  in  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  
w ith  th e  s h a p e  o f  th e  ro s e tte s  ; th u s, lo o k 
in g  a t  th e  p a p e r  w ith  th e  lo n g e r  d ia m e te r  o f  
th e  ro s e tte s  h o riz o n ta l, a s  sh o w n  in th e  i llu s 
tra t io n , th e re  is  g r e a te r  s p a c e  b e tw e e n  the 
ro s e t te s  in  th e  h o riz o n ta l ro w s  th an  th e re  is  
b e tw e e n  th o se  in  th e  v e r t ic a l ro w s ; a n d  th is 
le a d s  to  th e  l i s t in g  o f  th e  s ta m p s  w ith  
“ w a te rm a rk  s id e w a y s ”  a n d  “ w a te rm a rk  u p 
r ig h t ,”  a s  g iv e n  b y  M r . A n th ro b u s , o r  w ith  
“ w id e  r o s e t t e s ”  a n d  “ n a r ro w  ro se tte s ,”  a s  
g iv e n  ( I  th in k  e r ro n e o u s ly )  b y  M r . E w e n . 
T h e  la t te r  m a in ta in s  th a t  th e  w a te rm a rk s  
m u st  b e  c o n s id e re d  d iffe re n t  b e c a u s e , in  th e  
e a r l ie r  p r in t in g s , th e  s ta m p s  w ith  th e  w a te r 
m a rk  s id e w a y s  (th e  lo n g e r  d ia m e te r  h o riz o n 
ta l)  a p p e a r  to  b e  a lw a y s  (?) o n  th ic k e r  p a p e r  
th a n  th o se  w ith  th e  w a te r m a rk  u p r ig h t . B u t  
e v e n  i f  th is  w e re  th e  c a s e  th e  th e o ry  fo u n d e d  
u p o n  it s e e m s  to  m e  to  b e  u n te n a b le , b e 
c a u s e  n o  a p p a r e n t  d if fe re n c e  in th e  te x tu re  
o f  th e  p a p e r  c a n  a lt e r  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  
w aterm ark  i t s e l f  is  id e n t ic a lly  th e  s a m e  in  
a l l ,  a n d  m a y  w e ll h a v e  b e e n  p ro d u c e d  b y  
th e  v e r y  s a m e  d a n d y -ro ll .

M r . A n th ro b u s ’ d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  p a p e rs  
is  a s  fo llo w s  :—

“  F i r s t  p r in t in g s  (th ick  p a p e r , th ic k  g u m , 
w a te rm a rk  s id e w a y s) .

“ S e c o n d  p r in t in g s  ( th ic k  p a p e r, th in n e r  
th a n  la s t , w a te rm a rk  u p r ig h t , g u m  often  
to n ed ).

“ T h ir d  p r in t in g s  (th in  p a p e r , w a te rm a rk  
u p r ig h t) ,”  a n d  “  w a te rm a rk  s id e w a y s , 2 J d . ”

M r . E w e n ’s  o r ig in a l d e s c r ip t io n  w a s  :—
“  W m k ., w id e  ro s e tte s , th ic k  p a p e r .
“  W m k ., n a r ro w  ro s e t te s , th in  p a p e r .”

B u t  h e  a f te r w a r d s  a d o p te d  th e a r r a n g e 
m e n t o f  M r. A n th ro b u s , a n d  h is  la t e r  d e 
s c r ip t io n  i s :—

“  W m k ., w id e  ro s e tte s , th ic k , o p a q u e  p a p e r .
“  W m k ., n a r ro w  ro s e tte s , th ic k  p a p e r .
“  W m k ., n a r ro w  ro s e tte s , th in  p a p e r .”

I d o  n o t c o p y  th e  li s t s  o f  v a lu e s  u n d e r  
th e  d iffe re n t  h e a d in g s  in  e ith e r  c a s e , b e c a u s e  
I w is h  to  c o n fin e  m y s e l f  fo r  th e  p re se n t  to  
th e  p a p e rs .

A b o u t  th e  th ird  p a p e r  th e re  c a n  b e  n o  
d o u b t, it  is  d is t in c t ly  th in n e r  th an  th e  o th e rs , 
a n d  a p p e a rs  c e r t a in ly  to  h a v e  b e e n  th e  la s t  
u s e d . T h e  s ta m p s  o n  th is  p a p e r  d o  n ot in 
v a r ia b ly  s h o w  th e  w a te r m a rk  u p r ig h t , b u t 
o n ly  o n e  v a lu e  ( th e  2 | d .)  h a s  a t  p re se n t  b e e n  
fo u n d  o n  th in  p a p e r  w ith  w a te rm a rk  s id e 
w a y s . T h e  q u e st io n  is  w h e th e r  th e re  is a n y  
a p p r e c ia b le  d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  o th er
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tw o , a p a rt  fro m  th e d iffe re n c e  in th e  p o s it io n  
o f  th e  w a te rm a rk , a n d  w h e th e r  in  a n y  c a s e  
th e y  d e n o te  d iffe re n t p r in t in g s , a n d  i f  so , 
w h ic h  w a s  th e  e a r lie r  v a r ie ty .

T h e  p o s it io n  o f  th e  w a te rm a rk  d e p e n d s , 
o f  c o u rse , s im p ly  u p o n  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  th e  
p a p e r  is  p u t in to  th e  p r e s s , a n d  th is  p r o b 
a b ly  d e p e n d s  upon  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  th e  
la r g e  sh e e ts  o f  p a p e r  a re  cu t up. T h e  sh e e ts  
a r e  n ot e x a c t ly  s q u a re  ; th e  d im e n s io n s  o f  
th e  p a n e  o f  s ta m p s , m e a su re d  to  the o u te r  
ro w s  o f  p e r fo ra tio n , in  th e  c a s e  o f  m y  sh e e t  
o f  | d .  a r e  1 6 6 x 1 7 5  m m ., w h ile  th e  p a p e r  
m e a s u re s  19 6  x  2 0 1 m m . (m o re  n e a r ly  s q u a re ) . 
B u t  it  w o u ld  se e m  th a t th e  m a rg in s  o f  th e  
s h e e ts  w e re  tr im m e d  a f te r  p r in t in g , a s  s p e c i
m e n s  h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d  w ith  a  p la te  n u m b e r , 
w h ic h  m u st u s u a lly  h a v e  b e e n  cu t a w a y  ; so  
th a t  it is  p o s s ib le  th a t th e  s h e e ts  o f  p a p e r  a s  
p u t in to  th e  p re ss  w e re  n e a r ly  sq u a re , a n d  
c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p r in te d  u p o n  e ith e r  w a y , 
m a k in g  th e  p o s it io n  o f  th e  w a te rm a rk  p u re ly  
a c c id e n ta l . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , i f  th e y  w e re  
n o t s q u a re , it is  e a s y  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t a l l 
th e  p a p e r  fo r  o n e  p r in t in g  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
c u t  in  th e s a m e  w a y , a n d  in  th a t c a s e  a  c e r 
ta in  p r in t in g  m ig h t  b e  re c o g n iz e d  b y  th e  
p o s it io n  o f  th e  w a te rm a rk .

A c c o r d in g  to  a  le tte r  fro m  M r. E w e n , to  
w h o m  I a m  in d e b te d  fo r  a  g o o d  d e a l o f  in 
fo rm a tio n  on  th e  s u b je c t , “ th e  is s u e  to o k  
p la c e  a t  P o r t  M o re s b y  o n  1 s t  J u ly ,  1 9 0 1 ,  a n d  
in  L o n d o n  a b o u t  A p r i l ,  19 0 2 .”  I s a w  th e  
s ta m p s  in  S e p te m b e r , 1 9 0 1 ,  a n d  th e y  w e re  
a d v e r t is e d  fo r  s a le  in  th e  M onthly Jo u r n a l 
fo r  th a t  m o n th , s h o w in g  th a t S t a n le y  
G ib b o n s , L t d . ,  h a d  re c e iv e d  a  s u p p ly . I f  
a n y  o f  m y  r e a d e rs  h a v e  s e t s  w h ic h  th e y  c a n  
t r a c e  b a c k  to  th a t  d a te , I s h o u ld  m u ch  lik e  
to  k n o w  w h ic h  w a y  th e  w a te rm a rk  is  p la c e d , 
a n d  w h a t  is  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  p a p e r , a s  th a t  
s h o u ld  d e c id e  th e  q u e st io n  a s  to  th e  firs t  
p r in t in g  o f  th e  s ta m p s .

In  A p r i l ,  19 0 2 , th e y , w e re  p u t o n  s a le  in  
L o n d o n , a n d  a c c o rd in g  to  E m m 's W eekly 
Stam p N ew s  its  p u b lish e rs  th e n  o b ta in e d  
th e ir  f ir s t  s u p p ly , w h ic h  p r e s u m a b ly  fo rm e d  
p a r t  o f  a  s e c o n d  p r in t in g  th a t  h a d  n e v e r  
le ft L o n d o n . In  th a t  s a m e  m o n th  I o b 
ta in e d  a  s e t  fro m  M r . E w e n ,  th e  c o n te n ts  
o f  w h ic h  a r e  a s  fo llo w s  :—

i d . ,  id . ,  2 d .,  2 $ d .,  4 d . ; w aterm ark u p rig h t.
6 d ., 1 s . ; w aterm ark sidew ays.

T h e  s u p p ly  o f  A p r i l ,  19 0 2 , w a s  th e re fo re  a  
m ix e d  lo t, s o  f a r  a s  th e  p o s it io n  o f  th e  w a te r 
m a rk  is  c o n c e rn e d , a n d  1 c o n fe s s  th a t  I c a n  
fin d  n o  a p p r e c ia b le  v a r ia t io n  in  th e  th ic k 
n e s s  o f  th e  p a p e r  o f  th e  v a r io u s  s ta m p s  o f  
th is  s e t ,  o r  a n y  d iffe re n c e  in  th a t re s p e c t  
b e tw e e n  th e se  s ta m p s  a n d  s p e c im e n s  o f  th e  
6 d . a n d  i s .  w ith  th e  w a te r m a rk  s id e w a y s , 
w h ic h  a r e  sh o w n  m e  a s  b e in g  o n  th e  th ic k e s t  
o f  th e  v a r ie t ie s  o f  p a p e r . T h e  p a p e r  o f  th e  
6 d . a n d  i s .  in  m y  s e t  m a y  b e  a  lit t le  m o re

o p a q u e  th an  th a t  o f  th e  o th e r  v a lu e s , b u t I 
d o  n o t th in k  I s h o u ld  h a v e  n o tic e d  it i f  I 
h a d  n o t b e e n  lo o k in g  fo r  it. T h e  p a p e r  o f  
th e  o th e r  s p e c im e n s  sh o w n  m e d is p la y s  
r a th e r  m o re  d iffe re n c e  in  th is  r e s p e c t , d u e , I 
th in k , to  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  gum  is  brow ner, 
a n d  a s  th e se  a re  c o p ie s  w ith  th e  la r g e  
“  P a p u a  ”  o v e rp r in t , it  is  p ro b a b le  th a t th e  
tin t o f  th e  g u m  is  d u e  to  a  fe w  y e a r s ’ s o jo u rn  
in  a n  u n fa v o u ra b le  c lim a te . A n d  i f  th e re  is  
a n y  r e a l d iffe re n c e  in  th e  th ic k n e s s  o f  th e  
s ta m p s , I a m  in c lin e d  to  a ttr ib u te  it to  th e  
th ic k  g u m  m e n tio n e d  b y  M r. A n th ro b u s . I 
a m  fo rtu n a te  e n o u g h  to  p o s s e s s  tw o  v a lu e s  o n  
th e  th ic k  p a p e r  w ith  u p r ig h t  w a te rm a rk , th e  
2 d . a n d  q d ., w h ic h  d o  n o t a p p e a r  to  b e  k n o w n  
to  e ith e r  o f  th e  a u th o r it ie s  q u o te d  a b o v e .

A  c u r io u s  p o in t is  th a t  th e  2s . 6 d ., w h ic h  
w a s  n o t k n o w n  to  c o lle c to rs  u n til 19 0 5 , is 
s ta te d  to  e x is t  u p o n  th e  first v a r ie t y  o f  th e  
th ic k  p a p e r  a n d  n o t u p o n  th e  s e c o n d . M r . 
E w e n  s u g g e s ts  th a t p e r h a p s  it w a s  in  e x is t 
e n c e  a l l  th e  t im e , b u t n o b o d y  a s k e d  fo r  it. 
T h is  s e e m s  im p ro b a b le  ; i f  the s ta m p s  w e r e  
p u t o n  s a le  in  L o n d o n  it w a s  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  
o f  r a is in g  m o n e y , a n d  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  t h e  
v a lu e  c a lc u la te d  to  p ro d u c e  th e  m o st  p ro fit  
w o u ld  h a r d ly  h a v e  b e e n  c o n c e a le d  fo r  th r e e  
y e a r s .  T h e  e v id e n c e  s e e m s  ra th e r  to  in d i
c a t e  th a t  th e  s ta m p s  o n  th ic k  p a p e r  w ith  th e  
w a te r m a rk  u p r ig h t  w e r e  th e  firs t  a n d  th o s e  
o n  s im i la r  p a p e r  w ith  th e  w a te rm a rk  s id e 
w a y s  th e  s e c o n d , u n le s s  w e  a r e  to  s u p p o s e  
th a t  th e  p a p e r  w a s  r e a l ly  c u t u p  a n d  u s e d  
so m e t im e s  o n e  w a y  a n d  s o m e tim e s  th e  o th e r  
a t  v a r io u s  p e r io d s . O n e  fa c t , h o w e v e r , m a y  
b e  a d m itte d , n a m e ly , th a t  th e  s ta m p s  w ith  
w a te r m a rk  s id e w a y s  (o r  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  
th e m ) h a v e  g u m  w h ic h  a p p a r e n t ly  i s  th ic k e r  
a n d  le s s  t ra n s p a re n t  th a n  th a t  o f  th e  o th e r  
s ta m p s  ; b u t th is  a p p e a ra n c e  m a y  p o s s ib ly  
b e  d u e  to  c lim a t ic  in flu e n c e s .

In  r e g a r d  to  th e  th in  p a p e r , w h ic h  m u st 
h a v e  c o m e  in to  u s e  a f t e r  th e  p r in t in g  o f  th e  
fir s t  s u p p ly  o f  th e  2 s . 6 d ., it  s e e m s  o n ly  
n e c e s s a r y  to  s a y  th a t  th e  w a te rm a rk  is  
a lw a y s  u p r ig h t , e x c e p t  in  th e  2 | d . ,  w h ic h  
h a s  b e e n  fo u n d  w ith  it  b o th  w a y s ,  a n d  
th is  s e e m s  to  p o in t  to  a  s p e c ia l  p r in t in g  o f  
th a t  v a lu e  o n  o n e  o c c a s io n  u n a c c o m p a n ie d  
b y  o th e r  v a lu e s .

O n  th e  w h o le , I s h o u ld  re c o m m e n d  a  
d iv is io n  o f  th e  s ta m p s  in to  th ic k  p a p e r  a n d  
th in , o n ly , w ith  s u b d iv is io n  u n d e r  w a te r 
m a r k s  u p r ig h t  a n d  s id e w a y s , fo r  th o s e  w h o  
w is h  to  g o  s o  fa r .

I m a y  a d d , fo r  th e  b e n e fit  o f  th e  s p e c ia lis t ,  
th a t  a lm o s t  a l l  th e  s ta m p s  I h a v e  o n  th ic k  
p a p e r  a r e  p e r fo ra te d  w ith  a  s in g le - lin e  
m a c h in e , g a u g in g  e x a c t ly  1 3 $ ,  b u t th o se  o n  
th in  p a p e r  a n d  th e  2^ d . o n  th ic k  p a p e r  w ith  
s m a ll “  P a p u a  ”  o v e r p r in t  a r e  d o n e  w ith  a  
v e r t ic a l  c o m b  m a c h in e , g a u g in g  r a th e r  m o re  
n e a r ly  1 4 ,  b u t I  t a k e  n o  s p e c ia l  p r id e  in  th is  
d is c o v e ry .
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UN  D E R  t h is h e a d in g  I p ro p o se  to e n d e a v -  
o u r , m o n th  b y  m o n th , to  fu rn ish  r e 
p lie s  to  a n y  q u e r ie s  w h ich  th e  re a d e rs  

o f  th is  m a g a z in e  m a y  th in k  fit to  s e n d  m e, 
a n d  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  to  d ra w  a tte n t io n  to  
little  p ro b le m s  th a t  m a y  o c c u r  to  m e  o r  m a y  
a r is e  fro m  m y  p e r u s a l  o f  o th e r  p e r io d ic a ls ,  
e tc ., w h ic h  I  tru st  t h e ir  p u b lish e rs  w ill  c o n 
tin u e  to  se n d  m e  a s  h e re to fo re . H a v in g  n o  
lo n g e r  to  s tu d y  th e  N e w  I s s u e  c o lu m n s , 
I s h a l l  b e  a b le  to  d e v o te  m o re  t im e  to  th e  
o th e r  p a g e s  o f  th e  m a g a z in e s  a n d  to  th e  
e x tra c t io n  o f  “  c o p y  ”  fro m  th e m .

I f  I h a v e  s to le n  a n y  o n e ’s  t it le , I  a p o lo g iz e , 
a n d  w ill e n d e a v o u r  to  fin d  o n e  m o re  o r ig in a l,  
b u t it  is  to o  h o t a t  th e  p re se n t  m o m e n t to  
h u n t th ro u g h  th e  f ile s  o f  o th e r  jo u r n a ls  to  
s e e  w h e th e r  it  h a s  o r  h a s  n o t b e e n  u s e d  
b e fo re , a n d  I  a m  in  fa r  to o  lim p  a  c o n d it io n  
to  in v e n t  a n y t h in g — e v e n  a n  e x c u se .

A  PR O M IN EN T fe a tu re  o f  th e  la s t  n u m b e r  o f  
The London P h ila te list  is  th e  A n n u a l R e p o r t  
<jf th e  R o y a l  P h ila te lic  S o c ie t y , w h ic h  a s  
u su a l m a k e s  v e r y  in te re s t in g  r e a d in g , th e  
e v e n ts  o f  th e  p a s t  s e a s o n  b e in g  g r a p h ic a l ly  
s u m m e d  up b y  th e  H o n o r a r y  S e c re ta ry '. 
T h e  a f fa ir s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  a p p e a r  to  b e  in 
a  v e r y  s a t is fa c to r y  co n d itio n , a n d  I a m  v e r y  
g la d  to  le a rn  th a t  a r ra n g e m e n ts  h a v e  a lr e a d y  
b e e n  m a d e  fo r  th e  p ro p e r  a c c o m m o d a tio n  
o f  th e  m a g n ific e n t  l ib ra ry , to  w h ic h  r e fe r 
e n c e  w a s  m a d e  la s t  m o n th  in  “ a n o th e r  
p la c e ,”  a  ro o m  fo r  it h a v in g  b e e n  s e c u r e d  a t 
4 S o u th a m p to n  R o w , W .C . ,  w h e re  it  w ill b e  
a t  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  S o c ie ty . 
W ith  e v e r y  w is h  to  a v o id  p e r s o n a l m a tte r s  
in  th e s e  p a g e s , I c a n n o t  re fra in  fro m  e x 
p r e s s in g  m y  t h a n k s  to  M r . T i l le a r d  fo r  h is  
s y m p a th e t ic  re fe re n c e  to  th e  d e c e a s e  o f  th e  
M onthly Jo u r n a l a s  o n e  o f  th e  e v e n ts  o f  th e  
y e a r , a n d  fo r  h is  c o m p lim e n ta ry  a llu s io n  to  
its  E d it o r . I  w il l  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  a s k  
o th e r  k in d  fr ie n d s  to  a c c e p t  m y  th a n k s  a ls o .

In th e  J u n e  n u m b e r  o f  T he P h ila telic  
Jo u rn a l o j  In d ia  th e re  is  th e  co n tin u a tio n  
o f  a  v e r y  in te re s t in g  a r t ic le , b y  M r . C . S .  F .  
C ro fto n , o n  th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  v a r io u s  p o r
tra it s  o f  Q u e e n  V ic t o r ia ,  p ro d u c e d  b y  s k ille d  
e n g r a v e r s , w h ic h  a r e  to  b e  fo u n d  u p o n  th e  
s ta m p s  o f  G r e a t  B r ita in  a n d  th e  B r it is h  
C o lo n ie s . A s  M r . C ro fto n  v e r y  ju s t ly  p o in ts  
o u t, th e  p o r tra it  is  th e  m o st  d iffic u lt  a n d  
im p o rta n t  p a r t  o f  th e  w h o le  d e s ig n  (w h ic h , 
o f  c o u rs e , a d d s  im m e n s e ly  to  it s  v a lu e  a s  a  
s a fe g u a r d  a g a in s t  fo rg e ry ) , a n d  it i s  th e re 

fo re  n o t s u rp r is in g  th a t  th e  s a m e  a c tu a l 
e n g r a v e d  d ie  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  u s e  o f  
fo r  th e  c e n tra l p o rtio n  o f  v a r io u s  s ta m p s  
w ith  v e r y  d iffe re n t  f r a m e s . A n  in s ta n c e  
fa m il ia r  to  a l l  s ta m p  c o lle c to rs  is  th a t  o f  th e  
P e r k in s  B a c o n  C o ro n a t io n  p o rtra it , u sed  
first fo r  V a n  D ie m e n ’s  L a n d  in  18 5 5 , th en  fo r  
B a h a m a s  a n d  N a t a l  in  18 5 9 , a n d  a g a in  fo r  
Q u e e n s la n d  a n d  G r e n a d a  in  i8 6 0  a n d  1 8 6 1 .  
M r . C ro fto n , h o w e v e r , g o e s  on  to  s u g g e s t  
a n  e x t ra o r d in a ry  u s e  o f  a n  e n g r a v e d  d ie  fo r  
th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  p ro file s  fa c in g  in  o p p o s ite  
d ire c t io n s , w h ic h  I b e lie v e  to  b e  q u ite  im 
p o s s ib le , a n d  th a t  b e l ie f  h a s  b e e n  c o n firm e d  
b y  v e r y  h ig h  a u th o r ity , w h ic h  I q u o te  b e lo w . 
T h e  s u g g e s t io n  m a d e  is  a s  fo llo w s  :—

“  In  i8 6 0  the A m erican  B an k  Note C o  en 
graved  a  head for the one cent stam p N ova 
Sco tia . I t  is characterized b y  a  diadem  which 
passes under the h a ir  and h as four depressions 
in  its upper rim  divided by five p o in ts ; and by 
tw o p lain  bands, one behind the ear and the 
other round the chignon. T h is  die w as used 
again  b y  the sam e firm for the tw elve cents New - 
foundland in 186 6 , and for fourteen C an ad ian  
stam ps from  1868 to  1876 . F o r  th e la tte r a  
n egative im pression  h a d  been taken fro m  the 
o rig in a l w h ich  resu lts in  th e p o rtra it fa c in g  to 
the r ig h t in stea d  o f th e le ft .”

1  h a v e  ita lic iz e d  th e  s e n te n c e  to  w h ic h  
I w is h  to  d r a w  s p e c ia l  a tte n tio n . T h i s  
s o u n d s  a l l  r ig h t , b u t  i f  w e  th in k  o f  th e  
m e th o d  e m p lo y e d  fo r  th e  re p ro d u c tio n  o f  a  
s te e l d ie , w e  s h a l l  s e e  th a t  n o  su ch  th in g  
c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  b e  d o n e . T h e  d ie  is , l ik e  a ll 
o th e r  e n g r a v e d  d ie s  o r  p la te s , in  i t s e l f  a  
n e g a t iv e , to  th e  e x te n t  th a t  th e  p ro file  on  
th e  d ie  fa c e s  in  th e  o p p o s ite  d ire c tio n  to  th e  
p ro file  o n  th e  s ta m p s  to  b e  p ro d u c e d  fro m  
it . F o r  re p ro d u c tio n  a n  im p re ss io n  fro m  
th e  d ie  is  ta k e n  u p o n  a  s te e l  ro lle r , a n d  th is  
w ill b e  a  p o s it iv e  im p re s s io n , w ith  th e  h e a d  
fa c in g  in  th e  re q u ire d  d ire c t io n , b u t  it w ill 
a ls o  b e  o f  a n  o p p o s ite  n a tu re  to  th e  e n 
g r a v in g  o n  th e  d ie  in e v e r y  r e s p e c t ; th a t 
is  to  s a y , a l l  th e  p a r t s  c u t  in to  th e  d ie  w ill 
b e  in  r e l ie f  o n  th e  r o l le r  a n d  a l l  th o se  le ft 
in  r e l ie f  o n  th e  d ie  w il l  b e  cu t in to  th e  
ro lle r . P r e s u m a b ly  it  w o u ld  n o t b e  im 
p o s s ib le  to  g e t  a n  im p re s s io n  fro m  th e  firs t  
r o lle r  u p o n  a  s e c o n d , a n d  fro m  th e  la t te r  to  
p ro d u c e  a  p la te  w h ic h  w o u ld  s h o w  th e  p ro 
file  fa c in g  th e  o p p o s ite  w a y  to  th a t  u p o n  th e  
o r ig in a l d ie , b u t  th e  im p re s s io n s  o n  th a t  
p la te  w ill  s h o w  a l l  th e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  th e  
im p re s s io n  u p o n  th e  fir s t  ro lle r , a n d  s ta m p s  
p r in te d  fro m  it  w ill  n o t o n ly  sh o w  th e  p ro file  
to  th e  r ig h t  in s te a d  o f  to  th e  le ft , b u t  w ill 
a l s o  h a v e  th a t p ro file  in  colou r sh aded w ith  
•white dots, in s te a d  o f  th e  r e v e r s e . A n d  n o

i
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a m o u n t o f  t r a n s fe r r in g  b a c k w a r d s  a n d  fo r 
w a rd s  w ill p ro d u c e  fro m  th a t  d ie  a  p la te  
fro m  w h ic h  s ta m p s  c a n  b e  p r in te d  w ith  th e  
p ro file  to  th e  r ig h t  th a t  w ill n o t p o s s e s s  th e  
o th e r  p e c u lia r ity  a lso .

A s  m y  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e se  m a tte rs  is 
m e r e ly  th a t  o f  an  a m a te u r , I  su b m itte d  th e  
q u e st io n  to  M r . J .  D . H e a th , th e  M a n a g in g  
D ir e c to r  o f  th e  firm  o f  P e r k in s  B a c o n  &  C o ., 
L im ite d , w h o  fu lly  c o n firm e d  th e  o p in io n  
I h a v e  e x p re s s e d  a s  to  th e  im p o s s ib ility  o f  
p ro d u c in g  fro m  th e d ie  o f  th e  N o v a  S c o t ia  
h e a d  a  d ie  fo r  th e  C a n a d a  h e a d . H e  a d d s  
th a t  th e  tw o  fa c e s  a r e  n o t id e n tic a l, th e  d o ts  
a n d  lin e s  in  th e  o n e  b e in g , to  h is  e y e , q u ite  
d iffe re n t  fro m  th o se  in  th e  o th er. H e  s ta te s  
th a t , in  h is  o p in io n , a n  im p re s s io n  w a s  ta k e n  
fro m  th e  o r ig in a l d ie  u p o n  tra n sp a re n t  
p a p e r , a n d  th a t  th is  w a s  tu rn e d  fa c e  d o w n 
w a rd s  u p o n  a  fre s h  p ie c e  o f  s te e l a n d  a  n e w  
d ie  e n g r a v e d  b y  h a n d  in  th e  u s u a l w a y . 
T h is  w o u ld  a c c o u n t fo r  th e  o n e  b e in g  a  
c lo se  c o p y  o f  th e  o th e r  a n d  a ls o  fo r  th e  
d is c re p a n c ie s  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o , w h ich  a r e  
a p p a r e n t  to  a n  e x p e rt.

T h e  p o in t is  n o t p e r h a p s  o n e  o f  e x tre m e  
im p o rta n c e , b u t  it is  a lw a y s  u se fu l to  k n o w  
e x a c t ly  w h a t  c a n  a n d  w h a t  c a n n o t  b e  d o n e  
in th e  m a tte r  o f  e n g r a v in g  a n d  re p ro d u c tio n . |

* * *
I h a v e  to  c o n g ra tu la te  th e  A m e r ic a n  P h i la 
te lic  A s s o c ia t io n , o f  w h ic h  I  a m  b u t a  v e r y  
u n p ro fita b le  m e m b e r , u p o n  h a v in g  a tta in e d  
th e  o b je c t  o f  its  am b itio n  b y  b r in g in g  its  
m e m b e rsh ip  u p  to  15 0 0 , a n d  o v e r , b e fo re  
th e  A n n u a l C o n v e n tio n  w h ic h  w ill b e  a s 
s e m b le d  w h e n  th e se  lin e s  a r e  in  p rin t. I t  is 
a  fin e  a c h ie v e m e n t , b u t  d o e s  th a t  n u m b e r  
re p re s e n t  a s  m u c h  a s  te n  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  
a c t iv e  s ta m p  c o lle c to rs  in  th e  U n it e d  S t a te s ?  
A n d , i f  it d o e s , h o w  a r e  th e  o th e r  n in e -te n th s  
to  b e  g o t  a t  a n d  p e rsu a d e d  to  t a k e  a n  in te re st  
in  o th e r  s ta m p  c o lle c t io n s  a s  w e ll a s  th e ir  o w n ?  
I t  s e e m s  to  b e  th e  s a m e  e v e r y w h e r e ; a  la r g e  
p ro p o rtio n  o f  th e  c o lle c to rs  p u rsu e  th e ir  
h o b b y  a lo n e , o r  a t a l l  e v e n ts  d o  n o t jo in  
a n y  S o c ie ty . O f  c o u rs e , t h e y  c a n n o t  b e  
c o m p e lle d  to  c o m e  in , b u t  th e  q u e st io n  is  
b o u n d  to  a r is e  w h e th e r  th e  fa u lt , i f  th e re  is  
a  fa u lt , l ie s  w ith  th e  S o c ie t ie s  o r  w ith  th e  
in d iv id u a ls , a n d  i f  w ith  th e  fo rm e r , w h a t  c a n  
b e  d o n e  to  re n d e r  th e m  m o re  a t t ra c t iv e . 
L o o k in g  b a c k  to  th e  re p o rt  o f  th e  R o y a l  
P h ila te lic  S o c ie t y ,  w e  s e e  th a t  w ith  a  to ta l 
m e m b e rs h ip  o f  a b o u t  tw o  h u n d re d  a n d  s ix ty  
the. a v e r a g e  a t te n d a n c e  a t  th e  m e e t in g s  o f  
th e  p a s t  s e a s o n  w a s  “ a  fra c t io n  o v e r  tw e n ty - 
tw o , a n d  th is  i s  s ta te d  to  b e  “  a  s a t is fa c to ry  
in c r e a s e  o v e r  th e  n u m b e r  in  p a s t  y e a r s .”  
I t  is  tru e  th a t  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  
a r e  s c a t te re d  o v e r  th e  w h o le  w o rld , b u t s t il l  
it  d o e s  n o t se e m  a  v e r y  la r g e  p ro p o rt io n , 
e s p e c ia l ly  w h e n  it is  r e m e m b e re d  th a t a t  
e v e r y  o n e  o f  th e  m e e t in g s  a n  in te re s t in g  
d is p la y  w a s  g iv e n  o r  p a p e r  r e a d , o r  b o th . I

m u st c o n fe s s  th a t  I m y s e l f  a m  a  m o st c o n 
sta n t  a b se n te e  fro m  th e  m e e t in g s  o f  th e  
v a r io u s  S o c ie t ie s  w h ic h  k in d ly  p e rm it  m e to  
k e e p  m y  n a m e  u p o n  th e ir  lis t s , p le a d in g  o ld  
a g e  a n d  in d isp o s it io n  o f  v a r io u s  k in d s  a s  m y  
e x c u se  ; it s e e m s  a s  i f  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  w e re  
n ot a lto g e th e r  v e r y  a t t ra c t iv e  to  me, b u t I 
can n o t fo r  th e  life  o f  m e th in k  o f  a n y th in g  th a t  
w o u ld  b e  l ik e ly  to  m a k e  th em  m o re  s o  u n le ss  
to h a v e  th e m  h e ld  n e x t d o o r, b u t  th a t  w o u ld  
in d ic a te  la z in e ss , o f  w h ich  I s h o u ld  n o t lik e  
to a c c u s e  o th e rs .

*  **

So m e  m o n th s  a g o  a th e o ry  w a s  p ro p o u n d e d  
in an  a r t ic le  w h ic h  a p p e a re d  fir s t  in  M ekeePs 
W eekly Stam p N ew s , a n d  w a s  a fte rw a rd s  
co p ie d  in to  o th e r  jo u rn a ls , to  th e  e ffe c t  th a t  
th e  w o rd  “  P h ila te lis t  "  w a s  a  m e re  im ita tio n  
o f  a  m u ch  o ld e r  w o rd  in s te a d  o f  b e in g , a s  
u s u a lly  su p p o s e d , a n  e n t ire ly  n e w  w o rd , 
g e n u in e ly , i f  s o m e w h a t fa n c ifu lly , c o m p o se d  
in  18 6 5  b y  M o n s ie u r  H e rp in . I t  s e e m s  th a t 
o v e r  n in e ty  y e a r s  p re v io u s ly , in  17 7 3 ,  a  
S o c ie ty  w a s  fo rm e d  in  P a r is ,  th e  m e m b e rs  
o f  w h ic h  te rm e d  th e m s e lv e s  “  P h ila le th e s , 
o r  S e e k e r s  o f  T r u th ,”  a n d  th e  s u g g e s t io n  
w a s  m a d e  th a t  th e  in v e n to r  o f  th e  w o rd  
“ P h i la t e l i s t ”  h a d  h e a rd  o f  th e s e  lo n g - fo r 
g o tte n  “  P h ila le th e s ,”  a n d  m a n u fa c tu re d  th e  
n ew  w o rd  fro m  th e  o ld . B u t , w h e n  h e  h a d  
su ch  w e ll-k n o w n  w o rd s  a s  “  P h ila n th ro p is t ,”  
“  P h ilo lo g is t ,”  “  P h ilo so p h e r ,”  e tc .,  to  g u id e  
h im , w h y  s h o u ld  w e  s u p p o s e  th a t  M . H e rp in  
w a s  in s p ire d  b y  a n  o u t-o f-th e -w a y  n a m e  
w h ic h  h e  m a y  n e v e r  h a v e  m e t w ith  ? B e s id e s  
w h ic h , th e  w o rd  th a t h e  in v e n te d  w a s  n o t 
“ P h i la t e l i s t "  b u t  “ P h ila te lie ,”  fro m  w h ich  
“ P h i la t e l i s t ”  a n d  “ P h i la t e l ic "  w e r e  s u b 
se q u e n t ly  fo rm e d  ; a n d  th e re  a p p e a r s  to  b e  
n o  e a r t h ly  re a s o n  fo r  d o u b tin g  th a t  th e  a c 
co u n t g iv e n  a t  th e  t im e  w a s  c o r re c t , n a m e ly , 
th a t  th e  w o rd  w a s  fo rm e d  fro m  “  P h ilo s  ’ ’ 
(fo n d  o f)  a n d  “ a t e le ia ”  (e x e m p tio n  fro m  ta x ) , 
th u s  m e a n in g  a  lo v e  o f  th e  th in g s  d e n o tin g  
th a t  a  ta x , o r  r a te  o f  p o s ta g e , h a d  b e e n  
p re p a id .

A n  a m u s in g  a r t ic le , b y  M o n s ie u r  P .  M a h £ , 
in  L I E ch o  de la  T im brologie  fo r  J u n e  30 , 
d e a ls  c a n d id ly  w ith  th e  is s u e s , b ie n n ia l a n d  
p ro v is io n a l, o f  th e  g ro u p  o f  S p a n is h  C o lo n ie s  
on  a n d  o f f  th e  W e s t  C o a s t  o f  A f r ic a ,  a n d  
e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  th o se  o f  R io  d e  O ro . T h e  
p ro d u c tio n  o f  s p e c u la t iv e  ru b b ish  is  a  p u b lic  
s c a n d a l ; e v e r y  o n e  k n o w s  th e  c la s s  o f  e n th u 
s ia s t ic  p h ila te lis t  (?) th a t  r e a p s  b o th  th e  c r o p  
a n d  th e  p ro fit , a n d  it  is  n o  e x c u s e  to  s a y  
th a t th is  o r  th a t  p a r t ic u la r  r u b b ish  is  n o  
w o rse  th a n  s im ila r  th in g s  p ro d u c e d  e ls e 
w h e re . “ A fr ic ’s  s u n n y  fo u n t a in s ”  a r e  n o t 
th e  o n ly  o n e s  th a t  “ ro ll d o w n  t h e ir  g o ld e n  
s a n d s ”  fo r  th e  b e n e fit  o f  th e  s p e c u la to r  a t  
th e  P o s t  O ffic e  w in d o w . B u t  th e  A ll ig a t o r  
a n d  th e  C ro c o d ile  a r e  n o t o n e  b it  m o re  
e s t im a b le  th a n  th e  “ C a y m a n .”
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Dei© Issues and Discoveries
B y  F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

/ should be meet grateful I f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
Issues o f  stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once I f  
desired, together with stamp fo r  postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number fo r  each penny fa ce  value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK P H ILU P 8 , 391 8trand, London. W.O.

D u tc h  In d ie s .— W e h ave received a  new value, 
the 7 1 c . ,  o f  the sam e design a s  the other low  
values now  in use.

so

1908. Type 10. Per/. tt\.
XI3/SI7) c., state.

G e rm a n  P .O . s  in  M o r o c c o .— A ccordin g to 
The Postage Stamp ( i t . 7.08) the 50 centim os has 
just been issued on the Lozenge-w aterm arked 
paper.

1908. Type 17 (Germany) surcharged with  Type 45, 
in black. Wmk. Lozenges, as Type 37.
M 40I50 c. on 40 (pf.), black and carmine.

G ib r a lta r . —  A ccordin g to E w eris Weekly 
Stamp Mews ( 1 1 .7 .0 8 )  the 4s. w as issued on m ul
tiple, surfaced paper, during the month o f  Ju n e .

9

1908. Type 9. Wmk. Multiple Crown C A . Per/. \ 4, 
624)49., lilac and green, C*

J a m a ic a .— A ccordin g to Ew en's Weekly Stamp 
Mews (4 .7 .0 8 ) the 4d. Queen w as issued on m ulti
p le , unsurfaced paper, on or before 6 Ju n e .

4

1908. Type 4. Wmk. Multifile Crtnvn C A . P erj. 14. 

$7<?|4d., red-brown, O-

L e e w a r d  I s la n d s .— M r. H . J .  H a w k in s  has 
shown us copies o f  the $d. on chalk-surfaced paper.

6

1908. T yp e®. Wmk. Multifile Crown C A. Per/. 14. 

3ii$d., lilac and green, C-

M o n t s e r r a t  —  A  correspondent states in Ewen's 
Weekly Stamp Mews ( 1 1 .7 .0 8 )  that he h as received 
the id . and 2&d. in sin gle colours.

4

1908. Type 4. Wmk. Multifile Crown C A. Per/, 14.
?7]id., carmine, Q.
IdUid't ultramarine, q .
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N e w  S o u th  W a le s .— The Australian P h ila 
telist ( 1 .6 .0 8 )  lists a  3d. o f  the 1 8 7 1 - 8 1  issue, 
overprinted “ O S  " ,  in black, instead o f  in red. B R IT IS H

PROTECTORATE.
4*

POSTAGE DUE
Of f ic ia l  S tam p . Type 13  overprinted “ O S  ” , in  black.

Wmk. Type zg. Per/. 12^, 13.
6u<*;3d., green. '

N ic a r a g u a .— Our N ew  Y o rk  house com es | 
dow n upon our devoted heads with four m ore 1 
provisionals, which we list below. T yp e  45 is 
the illustration om itted from our issue o f 1 1  Ju ly .

V a l e  I O ©
4<

7*
Po st a g e  D u e . 1908. Type 43 overprinted in  black as 

Type 48, and alto  w ith  Type 71 (horizontally). 
333I24 c., blue and lake (No. 102).

N o rth e rn  N ig e r ia .— M r. Ernest C . H odgett 
sends us copies o f the 2d. on chalk-surfaced 
paper, and states that the first issue took place 
on 1 3  June .

NORTHERN NIGERIA I

3
1908. Type 3. Wmk. M ultiple Crown C  A. Pet/ .  14. 

22|2d., purple and yellow, Q.

Tale 10©
4*

1908. Type 37, surcharged in  black as Types 4t or 4a 
{reading downwards), overprinted in  black with 
Type 23.

4*  45 47
1998. Type ssCfiscal stamp), overprinted in  green 

with  Type z 3, reading upwards.
(i.) Overprinted in  black with  Type 46.

460A 5 & , orange-yellow.
46oc|io c., turquoise-blue.

(ii.) Surcharged in  carmine as Type 47. 
460^15 c. on 50 C., green.

N o rth  B o rn e o .— W e have been shown a copy 
•of the current 24 c. overprinted in the usual w ay 
for use as a Postage D ue stam p.

P a p u a .— W e have been shown a  copy o f  the 
6d . o f  the perm anent s e t ; it is sim ilar to the 4d. 
a s  regards design , and is perforated 1 1 .

6
1908. Type 6. Wmk. Crown and Per/, 1 1 .

30)6d., black and myrtle-green.

Q u een slan d . —  Ew en's Weekly Stamp N ew t 
(4 .7 .08) states that the 3d . h as been  issued w ith 
the new  C row n  and A  w aterm ark .

SI *9

1908. Type si. Wmk. Crown and  A, Type sp. Per/. 13. 
33813d., brown.

Printed by W. B rendon & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, Sta n ley  G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
35 Ju ly , 1908.



Gibbons Stamp W eekly
E D I T E D  B Y  S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D .

w I ° N 0 5 , 87 1 A U G U S T ,  1 9 0 8  V O L . V I I I .

Countries of the lilorid
B y  W. P E R C Y  B A R N S D A L L  
Gambia

T H E  G a m b ia  C o lo n y  a n d  P ro te c to ra te , 
a  c o m p o n e n t ' p a r t  o f  B r it is h  W e st  
A fr ic a ,  c o n s is ts  o f  th e  i s la n d  o f  S t .  

M a ry , B r it is h  C o m b o , A lb re d a , th e  C e d e d  
M ile , M c C a r th y ’s  I s la n d , a n d  a  n a rro w  
strip  o f  te r r ito ry  a lo n g  b o th  b a n k s  o f  th e  
R iv e r  G a m b ia  fro m  it s  m o u th  to  a  p o in t 
w h ere  it  c e a s e s  to  b e  n a v ig a b le , v iz . a b o u t

2 5 0  m ile s  fro m  th e  c o a st . T h e  to ta l a r e a  is  
a b o u t  3 6 2 0  s q u a r e  m ile s , a n d  the p o p u la t io n  
in  19 0 6  w a s  e s t im a te d  a t  1 5 5 ,0 0 0  ( in c lu d in g  
a b o u t  2 0 0  w h ites) .

T h e  h is to r ic a l R iv e r G a m b ia , lo n g  s u p p o s e d  
to  b e  th e  N ig e r ,  w a s  d is c o v e re d  b y  th e  P o r tu 
g u e s e  in  14 4 7 , b u t  n o  s e t t le m e n ts  w e r e  m a d e  
b y  th e m .

1
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In  15 8 8  Q u een  E liz a b e th  g r a n te d  a  c h a rte r  
to  so m e  E x e t e r  m e rc h a n ts  to  t ra d e  w ith  the 
G a m b ia , a n d  a  c o m p a n y  w a s  fo rm e d  fo r  th is  
p u rp o se  a n d  “ to  e x p lo re  th e  in te r io r  a n d  
re a c h  th e  N ig e r  re g io n .”  T h e  fir s t  e x p e d i
tio n , co n d u c te d  b y  R ic h a r d T h o m p s o n ( i6 i8 ) ,  
a n d  a  s e c o n d  b y  R ic h a rd  J o b s o n  ( 16 2 0 ) , 
e n d e d  in  d isa ste r .

L it t le  w a s  d o n e  till, in  16 8 6 , a  fo rt, 
n a m e d  F o r t  J a m e s  in h o n o u r  o f  th e  n ew  
K in g , w a s  b u ilt  o n  a  r o c k y  is la n d  a t  th e  
m o u th  o f  th e  r iv e r . T h is  w a s  fo r  th e  p ro se 
c u tio n  o f  th e  s la v e  tra d e , w h ic h , u n til its  
a b o lit io n , fo rm e d  th e  s ta p le  t ra ff ic  o f  the 
c o m p a n y . T h e  E n g l is h  m e r c h a n ts  h a d  fo r 
m id a b le  r iv a ls  in  th e  P o r tu g u e s e  a n d  F r e n c h , 
b u t th in g s  w e re  p u t o n  a  b e t te r  fo o t in g  w h e n , 
in  17 8 3 , th e  G a m b ia  w a s  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  b e 
lo n g in g  to  th e  B r it is h  a n d  th e  S e n e g a l  to  
th e  F r e n c h .

In  1 8 1 6  a  n e w  s e tt le m e n t o n  th e  is la n d  o f  
S t .  M a r y  w a s  m a d e  b y  B r i t i s h  m e rc h a n ts  
fro m  S e n e g a l,  a n d  th e  to w n  o f  B a th u r s t , the 
p re se n t  c a p ita l ,  e s ta b lis h e d .

W ith  th e  a b o lit io n  o f  th e  s la v e  t r a d e  th e  
W e s t  A fr ic a n  s e tt le m e n ts  fe ll  in to  d iffic u lt ie s , 
a n d  in  1 8 2 1  th e  c h a r te r e d  c o m p a n y  w a s  d is 
s o lv e d . G a m b ia  p a s s e d  to  th e  C ro w n  a n d  
fo rm e d  p a r t  o f  th e  “ W e s t  A fr ic a n  S e t t le 
m e n ts .”  U n t i l  18 4 3  it  w a s  a d m in is t ra t iv e ly  
jo in e d  w ith  S ie r r a  L e o n e , b u t  in  th a t  y e a r  it  
w a s  g r a n te d  s e p a r a te  g o v e rn m e n t . I t  w a s  
a g a in  u n ite d  w ith  S ie r r a  L e o n e  in  18 6 8 , but 
in  D e c e m b e r , 18 8 8 , it  w a s  c r e a te d  a  s e p a r a te  
C ro w n  C o lo n y . T h e  p ro te c to ra te  h a s  b e e n  
e s ta b lis h e d  a t  v a r io u s  t im e s , fro m  18 9 4  to  
1 9 0 1 ,  b y  a g r e e m e n t  w ith  th e  d if fe re n t  c h ie fs  
c o n c e rn e d .

A b o u t  18 8 3  th e  B r it is h  W e s t  A fr ic a n  
C o lo n ie s  w e re  o n  th e  p o in t o f  b e in g  c o n 
n e c te d  a lm o st  w ith o u t b r e a k  o f  c o n tin u ity  
a lo n g  th e  c o a s t , b u t th a n k s  to  th e  s u p in e n e s s  
o f  th e  h o m e  G o v e rn m e n t , w h o  fa ile d  to  b a c k  
u p  th e  z e a lo u s  lo c a l  o ffic e rs , th e  o p p o rtu n ity  
w a s  lo st . T h e  g a p s  le ft  o p e n  w e re  p ro m p tly  
fi l le d  b y  F r a n c e  a n d  G e r m a n y  ; th u s  to -d a y  
o u r  W e s t  A fr ic a n  C o lo n ie s  a r e  s c a t te r e d  a n d  
o f  r e la t iv e ly  s m a ll e x te n t. G a m b ia  in  p a r 
t ic u la r  is  a  m e re  p o lit ic a l e n c la v e  in  F r e n c h  
d o m a in .

O n ly  a  s m a ll p ro p o rtio n  o f  t h e  t r a d e  is  
d o n e  w ith  th e  m o th e r  c o u n try  ; it  is  m o st ly  
w ith  o r  th ro u g h  th e  a d jo in in g  F r e n c h  
c o lo n ie s . In  19 0 6  th e  to ta l e x p o r ts  w ere  
£ 4 2 8 ,0 0 0 , o f  w h ic h  o n ly  th e  o d d  £ 2 8 ,0 0 0  
c a m e  to  th e  U n it e d  K in g d o m . In  th e  s a m e  
y e a r  o f  th e  to ta l im p o rts , £ 4 5 0 ,0 0 0 , w e  su p 
p lie d  o n ly  a b o u t a  q u a rte r .

T h e  re s o u rc e s  o f  th e  c o u n try  a r e  e n t ire ly  
a g r ic u ltu r a l ,  a n d  th e p r in c ip a l p ro d u ct 
g r o u n d -n u ts . T h e  la tte r  fo rm  th re e -q u a r 
te r s  o f  th e  to ta l e x p o rts , a n d  a r e  se n t  c h ie f ly  
to  M a r s e i lle s , w h e re  th e  o il is  e x t ra c te d  a n d  
u s e d  fo r  th e  s a m e  p u rp o se s  a s  o l iv e  o il. 
O th e r  p ro d u c ts  a r e  h id e s , b e e s w a x , r ic e ,

co tto n , in d ia ru b b e r , a n d  m a iz e . T h e  d is t r ic t  
m ig h t  w ith  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e  b e  m o re  s e r io u s ly  
d e v o te d  to  th e  g r o w in g  o f  c o tto n . T h e  c h ie f  
im p o rts  a r e  c o tto n  g o o d s , k o la  n u ts , to b a c c o , 
a n d  rice .

T h e  n a t iv e  p o p u la t io n  c o n s is ts  m a in ly  o f  
M a n d in g o e s , a  ty p e  ra th e r  n e g r o id  th a n  
n e g ro . T h e y  a r e  e x c e lle n t  h u sb a n d m e n  
a n d  e n te r p r is in g  t r a d e r s , t a k in g  a n  a c t iv e  
p a r t  in  th e  c a r a v a n  t r a d e  b e tw e e n  S ie r r a  
L e o n e  a n d  T im b u c tu , a n d  e x te n d in g  th e ir  
c o m m e rc ia l e x p e d it io n s  a s  fa r  a s  th e  R iv e r  
N  ig e r .

T h e  c a p it a l ,  B a th u r s t  (p o p u la tio n  9000), 
l ie s  o n  S t . M a r y ’s  I s la n d , a  s a n d b a n k  o n  the 
so u th  s id e  o f  th e  G a m b ia  e s tu a r y , s e p a ra te d  
fro m  th e  m a in la n d  b y  a  t id a l c h a n n e l c a lle d  
O y s te r  C r e e k  fro m  th e  q u a n t ity  o f  th e se  
b iv a lv e s  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  fr in g in g  m a n g r o v e  
tre e s . O th e r  s ta t io n s  «or p o r ts  a r e  B a r  P o in t  
(o p p o s ite  B a th u rs t) , A lb r e d a  (th e  h e a d -q u a r 
te rs  o f  th e  F r e n c h  t r a d e r s  in  th e  e ig h te e n th  
c e n tu ry ) , F o r t  J a m e s  (a lr e a d y  m e n tio n e d ), 
a n d  G e o rg e to w n  (o n  M c C a r th y ’s  I s la n d , 
a b o u t  1 5 0  m ile s  in la n d ). T h e  s y s te m  o f  in 
te rc o m m u n ic a t io n  is  a lm o s t  e n t ire ly  b y  w a te r . 
T h e r e  a r e  n o  lo c a l  t e le g r a p h s  o r  r a i lw a y s . 
T h e  p o s ta l  p a c k e t s  d e a l t  w ith  in 19 0 6  w e re  
9 8 ,3 9 7 ; p a r c e ls ,  19 9 4 . T h e  le g a l  c u r r e n c y  is  
B r it is h , b u t  F r e n c h  5 - fra n c  p ie c e s  p a s s  fr e e ly .

T h e  c lim a te , th o u g h  u n h e a lth y , is  n o t  s o  
in s a lu b r io u s  a s  in  th e  o th e r  W e s t  A fr ic a n  
p o s se ss io n s . S p e a k in g  g e n e r a l ly ,  w e  d o  n ot 
seem  to  h a v e  m a d e  th e  b e s t  o f  o u r  o p p o r 
tu n itie s  in  th is  p a r t  o f  th e  w o rld . W it h  n o 
o u tle t  to  th e  in te r io r  G a m b ia  c a n n o t  n o w  
h o p e  to  d e v e lo p  m u ch  im p o rta n c e . In d e e d , 
th e  t r a n s fe r  to  th e  F r e n c h  in  e x c h a n g e  fo r  
c o m p e n sa tio n  e ls e w h e re  h a s  m o re  th a n  o n c e  
b e e n  d is c u s s e d . J u s t  n o w  th e re  is  s o m e  ta lk  
o f  e x c h a n g in g  S t  P ie r r e  a n d  M iq u e lo n  fo r  
so m e  o f  o u r  W e s t  A fr ic a n  p o s s e s s io n s , a  
d e a l th a t  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  su it  b o th  n a t io n s .

Philatelic History
T h e  s ta m p s  o f  G a m b ia  m a k e  a n  in te re s t 

in g  a n d  c o m p a c t  lit t le  g ro u p . T h e  is s u e s  
h a v e  n o t b e e n  m a n y , a n d  u n til 19 0 6  w e re  
n o t d is f ig u r e d  b y  a n y  p ro v is io n a ls . T h e  
e a r lie r  s e r ie s  a r e  d is t in g u is h a b le  fr o m  o th e r  
c o lo n ia l s ta m p s  b y  re a s o n  o f  th e  e m b o s s e d  
m e d a llio n , a n d  p r o v id e  h a n d s o m e  s e t s  fo r  
th e  c o lle c to r ’s  a lb u m . F r o m  a n  in v e s tm e n t  
p o in t o f  v ie w , M r . C . J .  P h il l ip s  s a y s ,  “ th e  
s ta m p s  a r e  so u n d  a n d  g o o d , a n d  p r e t t y  s u re  
to  in c r e a s e  in v a lu e .”  In  fa c t , a s  r e g a r d s  
p r ic e s , G a m b ia  h a s  p r o v e d  o n e  o f  th e  m o st 
s ta b le  o f  a l l  p h ila te lic  c o u n tr ie s , th e  p e r io d s  
o f  a r t i f ic ia l p r ic e s  o r  s lu m p  a f fe c t in g  it  in 
b u t v e r y  s l ig h t  d e g re e . I t  is  a  c o u n try  s u it 
a b le  a l ik e  to  th e  s p e c ia lis t  a n d  th e  g e n e r a l  
c o lle c to r  ; th e  fo rm e r  fin d in g  a  g r e a t  v a r ie ty  
o f  s h a d e s , a n d  t a k in g  th e  e m b o s s e d  s e t s  in 
c o m p le te  s h e e ts , w h ils t  fo r  th e  la t t e r  th e re  
a r e  n o  u n a tta in a b le s .
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T h e  firs t  is s u e  w a s  e a r ly  in  18 6 9 , a n d  c o n 
s is te d  o f  tw o  v a lu e s  e n g r a v e d  a n d  p r in te d  
b y  M e s s r s . D e  L a  R u e  &  C o ., o f  L o n d o n , 
upon  w o v e  u n w a te rm a rk e d  p a p e r , a n d  n o t 
p e rfo ra te d . A l l  th e  d e s ig n  th a t  a p p e a rs  in  
w h ite  is  in  re lie f. T h e  s h a d e s  o f  th e  s o lid  
co lo u r  v a r y  c o n s id e r a b ly . T h e  s h e e ts  o f  
ea ch  v a lu e  c o n s is te d  o f  fiftee n  s ta m p s , 
a r r a n g e d  in  th re e  h o riz o n ta l ro w s  o f  fiv e , 
an d  a  c o lle c tio n  o f  su c h  s h e e ts  h a s  a  m o st  
a t t ra c t iv e  a p p e a ra n c e .

1869. No 7umk. Im perf.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. x. d.
4d., brown . . • 32 o 35 o
6 d „  blue . . • 45 °  35 °

{To he continued.)

PLEASB NOTB
The Prices quoted In the foregoing article are taken from our publishers' latest Stock Books, and 
are, therefore, the Prlcea at which Stanley Gibbons, Ltd,, w ill have pleasure la supplying anj 
of the stamps that may he needed by any of our readers.

Topical notes
B y  C H A R L E S  J .  P H I L L I P S
T w e n t ie th  C e n tu ry  C o lo n ia ls

M R . J .  E .  H E G I N B O T T O M ,  b .a ., 
f .r . p .s . L e n d .,  k in d ly  s e n d s  th e  
fo llo w in g  s l ig h t  c o r re c t io n s  o n  r e 

c e n t p o rt io n s  o f  M r . A rm s t ro n g ’s  s e r ia l  
a r t ic le  :—

Hong Kong. K in g ’s Heads. Single  C A .
1 c. M r. A rm strong lists date o f issue as being 

Jan u ary , 19 0 3. I h ave it as lieing 12  Feb ru ary , 
' 9° 3-

12  c. M r. A rm strong lists date o f issue as 
being 18  Feb ru ary , 1903. I  m ake it 12  F eb ru ary,
1903.

Stamps watermarked C  A . Chalky paper,
8 2 , $ 3 , and $ 5  stam ps. I  h ave a ll three as 

being issued in Septem ber, 1905.
Further, M r. A rm strong leaves out these two 

values, both on ch a lk y  p a p e r: 30  c . , grey-green 
and b lack , issued 30  A ugust, 1907 ; 6 c ., v io let 
and orange-red, issued 4 D ecem ber, 19 0 7 .*

A s regards the tw o unicoloured stam ps issued 
in 19 0 7 , the date is 8  M ay .

A lle g e d  S t a m p  R o b b e r y
C h a r l e s  Miles , 34, b o o k b in d e r , o f  S a b in e  
R o a d , B a t t e r s e a , w a s  c h a r g e d  b e fo re  M r . 
H u tto n  w ith  s te a l in g  20 0 0  In d ia n  s ta m p s  
(C o c h in  a n d  B h o p a l)  fro m  h is  e m p lo y e rs , 
M e s srs . P e r k in s  B a c o n  a n d  C o ., L im ite d , 
s ta m p  p r in te rs , S o u th w a rk  B r id g e  R o a d .

M r . S y d n e y  a p p e a re d  fo r  th e  p r iso n e r .
M r . E .  F .  A v e r b u r y ,  s e c r e ta r y  to  th e  

p ro se c u to rs , id e n tifie d  th ir ty -s e v e n  1 a n n a  
s ta m p s  p ro d u c e d  b y  th e  p o lic e  a s  p a r t  o f  
th e  m is s in g  2000 . T h e  fa c e  v a lu e  o f  th e  
lot w a s  .£ 1 0 ,  b u t b e in g  u n is s u e d  th e y  w o u ld  
b e  o f  g r e a te r  v a lu e ito  c o lle c to rs .

H e n r y  B ra u n , s ta m p  d e a le r , s a id  h e  
b o u g h t a  q u a n t ity  o f  C o c h in  a n d  B h o p a l 
s ta m p s o f  th e  p r is o n e r  on  3 1  M a y , a n d  p a id  
h im  e ith e r  ^ t  o r  £ 1  i s .  fo r  th e m .

* The article is only intended to embrace issues to 
June, 1907.—E d. G .S .Ir .

B y  th e  M a g is tr a t e .— T h e  p r is o n e r  g a v e  n o  
n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s , a n d  th e  w itn e ss  d id  n o t 
a s k  w h o  h e  w a s , b u t o n ly  w h e re  h e  g o t  th e  
s ta m p s  fro m , a n d  th e  p r is o n e r  re p lie d  th at 
h e  g o t  th e m  fro m  h is  b r o th e r  in  In d ia . T h e  
w itn e ss  g o t  a b o u t  6 0 0  s ta m p s , so m e  o f  w h ich  
w e r e  d a m a g e d , fo r  th e  g u in e a .

C r o s s -e x a m in e d  b y  M r . S y d n e y .— H e  w a s  
s u re  h e  d id n ’ t g e t  £ 1 0  w o rth . T h e r e  w a s  
n o  re c o rd  o f  th e  tra n sa c t io n  in  h is  b o o k s , 
b e y o n d  th e  p a y m e n t  o f  a  g u in e a  o n  th a t 
d a y ,  w h ich  h e  b e lie v e d  re fe rre d  to  h is  p u r 
c h a s e  fro m  th e  p r iso n e r .

A  re m a n d  w a s  o rd e re d  o n  ,£ 4 0  b a il.
M o rn in g  A d vertiser, 13 .7 .0 8 .

T h e  S ta m p  T r a d e  P ro te c t io n  A ss o c ia t io n , L td . 

I T  b e h o v e s  e d ito r s  o f  a l l  p a p e r s  to  s e e  th a t 
th e  in fo rm a tio n  c o n ta in e d  in  th e ir  p a p e rs  is 
a s  a c c u ra te  a s  p o s s ib le , a n d  o n  th is  s u b je c t  
m y  a tte n tio n  h a s  b e e n  d ra w n  to  a  s ta te m e n t 
a b o u t  th e  S ta m p  T r a d e  P ro te c t io n  A s s o c ia 
t io n , L td .,  w h ic h  a p p e a re d  in M ack’s Stam p  
R eview  o f  2 2  Ju n e  la s t .

A  lis t  o f  L o n d o n  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  A s s o c ia 
t io n  is  th e re  g iv e n  ; b u t  I fin d  it v e r y  in 
e x a c t , a s  it  g iv e s  o n ly  e ig h te e n  n a m e s , a n d  
th ir ty  L o n d o n  d e a le r s  a r e  a t  p re se n t  m e m 
b e r s  o f  th e  A ss o c ia t io n .

T h e  fo llo w in g  is  a  c o r re c t  l i s t :—

London M embers of th e  Stam p T rade 
Protection Association.

(A * denotes a Director for the current year.)

B luett, E . F .  G . 
*B ridger, E . J .

(of Messrs. Bridger & 
Kay)

C am pbell, D .
Coates, J .  J .
E w en , H . L .
G riebert, H . 

# H ad lo w , H . 
H aw o rth , H . E .

H eierle , W . U . 
H orsm an, W . G .

(of Messrs. Puttick & 
Simpson)

Ja c o b y , W .
K a y , A . B . 
K irk p atrick , W . B . 
Lo verin s, G .
L o w e , H . F .

•M a rt in , B . E .
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M offat, E . J .
M orley, W.
N issen, C.

•O live r, F . H .
(of Messrs. Bright & 

Son)
P eck itt, W . H . 

•P em b erto n , P . L . 
P h illip s , C. J .

(of Messrs. Stanley 
Gibbons, Ltd.)

R eed , C . T .
R egan , W . H .
S a lte r , H .

•T e tfe r . J .  H .
(of Messrs. Plumridge 

& Co.)
T u rp in , F . B .
W aite, J .
W esthorp, R .

F o r g e r ie s  a n d  th e  S t a m p  T r a d e  P ro te c t io n  
A s s o c ia t io n , L t d .

I h a v e  m u ch  p le a s u re  in  p u b lish in g  th e  
fo llo w in g  n o tic e  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  s e n t  in  on  
b e h a l f  o f  th e  T r a d e  A s s o c ia t io n

T H E  S T A M P  T R A D E  P R O T E C T IO N  
A S S O C IA T IO N . LTD.

£100 REWARD.
/"\N  conviction the above Association are pre~ 

pared to pay £ 10 0  to any one supplying in
formation that will lead to the conviction o f the 
person o r persons who made, caused to be 
made, or knowingly dealt in forged or faked 
stamps which have appeared during the last 
few years, amongst them being the following:—

Gold Coast, £1  Queen.
Lagos. King, Single C A, 2s 6d., 5s , 10s.
8omaliland Officials.
Transvaal C.S.A.R.
British Central Africa, Nigger type, no wmk.
Great Britain Officials.

,, 9d , Hair Lines.
&C., &C-, &c.

All communications should be made to the 
Secretary o f the 8tamp Trade Protection Asso
ciation, Ltd., 63  Ohancery Lane, London, W.C.

D e s c r ip t io n  o f  N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s  a r r a n g e d  
a n d  p r ic e d  d u rin g  th e  la s t  w e e k

P araguay.
T h i s  b o o k  h a s  b e en  r e a r r a n g e d  a c c o rd in g  
to  n o te s  in n e w  S u p p le m e n t to  C a t a lo g u e ; th e 
p r ic e s  a r c  a ls o  c o n s id e r a b ly  a lte re d , a s  o u r  
s to c k  o f  th e se  s ta m p s  h a d  b e e n  much re 
d u c e d  b y  p u rc h a s e s  fo r  S o u th  A m e r ic a , a n d  
w e  h a v e  h a d  to  v e r y  la r g e ly  in c re a s e  so m e

p r ic e s , a s  w e  fin d  m a n y  s ta m p s  c o u ld  n ot b e  
b o u g h t in q u a n t it ie s  a t  C a ta lo g u e  ra tes .

T h is  b o o k  is  a  v e r y  g o o d  o n e , a n d  a ls o  
a l l  v a r ie t ie s  a r e  w e ll r e p re s e n te d , b o th  u se d  
a n d  u n u se d .

B u lg a ria , South B u lg a ria , a n d  Roum elia.
A  fa ir ly  g o o d  b o o k , b u t n o t s o  s t ro n g  a s  I 

co u ld  w ish  in  e a r ly  B u lg a r ia n s .
I d e s ir e  to  d r a w  s p e c ia l  a tte n tio n  to  th e  

o v e rp r in te d  s ta m p s  fo r  S o u th  B u lg a r ia ,  th o se  
w ith  “  L io n  ”  a lo n e  a n d  w ith  “  L io n  in  
fra m e .”  I h a v e  h a d  a l l  m y  s ta m p s  e x 
p ertized  b y  th e  le a d in g  a u th o r ity  on  th e se  
s ta m p s  in  B u lg a r ia  a n d  a  g o o d  m a n y  fo r 
g e r ie s  w e e d e d  o u t. T h e s e  fo rg e r ie s  a r e  
ra th e r  d a n g e r o u s , a n d  e x is t  in  la r g e  q u a n ti
t ie s  in  m o st  s t o c k s , a n d  s u c h  s ta m p s  sh o u ld  
o n ly  b e  p u rc h a s e d  fro m  e x p e r ts .

M exico.
T h r e e  n e w  s to c k  b o o k s  o f  th is  c o u n try  

h a v e  ju s t  b e e n  fin ish e d . In  m a k in g  th em  
u p  w e  h a v e  b e e n  ra th e r  a s to n is h e d  to  fin d  
th e  n u m b e r  o f  c o m m o n  s ta m p s  th a t h a v e  
so ld  s in c e  th e s e  b o o k s  w e re  la s t  r e a r ra n g e d . 
M a n y  s ta m p s  w e  h a v e  n o t b e e n  a b le  to  p u r
c h a s e  a t  p r ic e s  lo w  e n o u g h  to  a llo w  u s  to  
re p r ic e  o u r  b o o k s  a t  th e  o ld  r a te s , a n d  a  
g o o d  fe w  s ta m p s  w ill b e  ra is e d  in  p r ic e  in 
th e  n e x t  C a ta lo g u e .

T h e r e  r e a l ly  s e e m s  to  b e  a  g o o d  so u n d , 
s t e a d y  d e m a n d  fo r  S o u th  a n d  C e n t ra l  A m e r i
c a n  s ta m p s , a n d  a s  s to c k s  a r e  c e r ta in ly  lo w  
a m o n g s t  th e  B r i t i s h  s ta m p  d e a le r s , I sh o u ld  
n o t b e  a s to n is h e d  a t  s e e in g  c o n s id e ra b le  a d 
v a n c e s  in  th e se  s ta m p s  in  th e  n e a r  fu tu re .

H u n gary.
A  g o o d  b o o k  o f  th is  c o u n try . In  th e  first 

l ith o g ra p h e d  is s u e  th e re  is  a  g o o d  lo t o f  
u n u se d , in c lu d in g  so m e  c h o ic e  s h a d e s . T h e  
la te r  i s s u e s  in c lu d e  a  fin e  lo t  o f  v a r ie t ie s , su ch  
a s  retouches, d o u b le  fig u re s  o f  v a lu e , etc.

T h is  is  a  g o o d  s o u n d  c o u n try  to  c o l le c t ; 
n o  ra re  s ta m p s , b u t  m a n y  in te re s t in g  an d  
s c a r c e  v a r ie t ie s  th a t  w a n t  a  lo t  o f  fin d in g .

Postal methods and means during 
the American Civil lilai*, 1861-5
B y  W. W A R D  (a l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .)

F r e ig h t a g e  o f  th e  M a i ls —continued 
(ii) In te r io r

IN  a d d it io n  to  ir re g u la r  s e rv ic e s  d u r in g  
th e  h e ig h t  o f  th e  w a r , th e re  w e re  s e v e ra l 
e s ta b lis h e d  G o v e rn m e n t  ro u te s  b e tw e e n  

th e  la r g e r  cen tres . O n e  o f  th e  m o re  ex- 
p r e s s a g e  ro u te s  w a s  th e  se m i-o ffic ia l o n e  b e 
tw ee n  M e r id ia n  ( M is s is s ip p i)  a n d  S h ro v e p o r t  
( L o u is ia n a ) , w h ich  h a d  th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  a  b i 
w e e k ly  m a il. T o  g iv e  so m e  id e a  o f  th e  c o st

o f  p o s ta g e , w h ic h , o f  c o u rs e , w a s  p re p a id , 
4 0  c e n ts  w a s  c h a r g e d  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  a fo re 
m e n tio n e d  to w n s  fo r  e v e r y  h a lf-o u n c e , o r  
p o rtio n  o f  a  h a lf-o u n c e , b y  th e  E x p r e s s  .M a il.

T h e  re a d e r  m a y  a t  o n c e  b r in g  to  m in d  
th a t  th e re  w e re  m a n y  l in e s  o f  r a i lw a y s  in 
e x is te n c e  d u r in g  th e  e a r ly  s ix t ie s . T h is  w as 
c e r ta in ly  th e  c a s e ;  b u t s in c e  ’6 1  r e p a ir s  a n d  
re n o v a t io n s  to  k e e p  p a c e  w ith  th e  w e a r  a n d  
u s a g e  h a d  b e e n  im p o s s ib le , a n d  th e  p e r
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m an en t r o a d s  w e re  fa s t  w e a r in g  o u t. I ro n  
co u ld  n o t b e  im p o rte d  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  
F e d e r a l  b lo c k a d e  o f  th e  v a r io u s  p o r ts . 
G ra d u a lly  o rd e rs  w e re  g iv e n  th a t  s p e e d  m u st 
not e x c e e d  ten m iles p e r  h our, a n d  th is  on  
th e tw o  b e st  r a i lro a d s — th o se  b e tw e e n  S e l in a  
(A la b a m a )  a n d  M e r id ia n  (M is s is s ip p i) ,  a n d  
D a n v il le  ( V ir g in ia )  a n d  G r e e n s b o r o  ( N o rth  
C a ro lin a ). T h e  s u rp r ise  o f  a  m a il tra in — a n d  
w ith  fe w  e x c e p t io n s  th e  t ra in s  w e re  o n ly  run  
for th e  s p e e d y  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  th e  m a ils — b y  
the e n e m y  w a s  n o  u n c o m m o n  o c c u rre n c e . 
A  F e d e r a l  o f f ic e r  in  h is  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  a t 
te m p tin g  to  h o ld  u p  a  C o n fe d e ra te  m a il 
s a y s :—

T h e train  m oved slow ly  nearer an d  nearer to 
where w e w ere am bushed . . . .  the com m and to 
stop w a s disregarded, but, on the con trary, the 
movement o f  the train  w as accelerated. W e 
were given  the order to fire. T h e  engine-driver
was shot dow n b y  C aptain  F ------ , to whom I  had
lent m y b lu n derb u ss; but before the dead ly  
bullet reached him  he had put the train  to a 
somewhat qu icker m otion, so we could not m ake 
ourselves m aster o f  it. A  chase o f  the strangest 
description now arose, the train  g o in g  at a  pace 
at which w e could just m anage to keep  up w ith  it 
by galloping bard. E ve n tu a lly  w e  had to  cease 
the chase, but som ew hat satisfied ourselves by 
destroying the railroad for som e length  in order 
to prevent an y  further m ails com ing through.

F ro m  a n o th e r  p o in t o f  v ie w , th a t  o f  a n  
o fficer in  c h a r g e  o f  th e  m a ils , w e  c a n  g e t  
so m e id e a  o f  th e  h u m o u rs , th o u g h  ra th e r  
a n n o y in g  to  th o se  d e p u tiz e d  to  c a r r y  th e m  
sa fe ly .

A fter several unsuccessful attem pts to get up 
steam ow ing to the dam pness o f  the w ood, a  few 
creaks and bum ps, we started on our journey. 
For the first few m iles w e w ere favoured b y  a  
gradual decline, and assum ed a  no m ean speed o f  
some fifteen m iles per hour, u n til we came to the 
foot o f a sm all h ill. T h e  speed q u ick ly  dropped, 
until three-quarters up the incline our driver w as 
obliged to ap p ly  his b rakes or w e should h a ve  at 
once begun to traverse the ground w e covered a  
few m inutes ago . A fter a  little rest, a  tightening 
o f the va lve , w e once m ore essayed  a  start an d , 
after much trouble, w e surm ounted the difficulty. 
. . . U pon reach ing our destination I  w as much 
surprised to  find m y face, clothes— indeed, every
thing I  had  on— covered with soot throw n out b y  
the engine.

T h is  i s  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  a  t r ip  u p o n  th e  
e n g in e  o f  a  C o n fe d e r a te  m a il  tra in  b y  a n  
o fficer  in c h a r g e  fo r  th e  firs t  t im e .

T im e  d id  n o t im p ro v e  th e  c o n d it io n  o f  th e  
“ m e ta ls ,”  u n til a t  la s t  it  w a s  fo u n d  d a n g e r 
o u s to  a t te m p t  to  ru n  a  t ra in . T h e  a u th o r i
tie s  w e re  th u s  b o u n d  to  fin d  a n o th e r  m o d e  
o f  lo co m o tio n  to  e s ta b lis h  a  q u ic k  c o m m u n i
catio n  b e tw e e n  th e  v a r io u s  la r g e  to w n s . I t  
w a s  d e c id e d  to  g iv e  th e  h a n d -c a r s , a s  u se d  
b y  th e  r a i lro a d  w o rk m e n , a  t r ia l.  I d o  n o t 
k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  c a l le d  in  th e  “  s ix t ie s ,”  
but to -d a y  th e y  a r e  k n o w n  th ro u g h o u t  th e

S t a t e s  a n d  C a n a d a  a s  “ j i g g e r s . ”  T h e  p o w e r  
is  s u p p lie d  b y  w o r k in g  o n e  o r  tw o , a s  th e  
c a s e  m a y  b e , le v e r s  u p  a n d  d o w n . M u c h  to  
t h e ir  d e lig h t , th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  fo u n d  th a t  a  
c o u p le  o f  fa ir ly  s t ro n g  n e g ro e s  c o u ld  m a in 
ta in  a  s p e e d  o f  so m e  tw e n ty  m ile s  a n  h o u r  
u n d e r  fa v o u ra b le  c o n d it io n s . W ith  a  d e 
c lin e  a n d  a  fa ir  w in d  b e h in d  th e m  a s  m u ch  
a s  th ir ty  m ile s  c o u ld  b e  c o v e re d  in  tw ic e  a s  
m a n y  m in u te s , b u t th e  v ic e  v e r s a  m e a n t a  
s p e e d  o f  s o m e th in g  l ik e  fiv e  m ile s  p e r  h o u r, 
o r  a  d e a d  sto p . A t  a n y  ra te , th is  m e a n s  o f  
lo c o m o tio n  w a s  s im p le r  a n d  le s s  d a n g e ro u s  
th a n  s te a m , a n d  w h e re  th e  ro a d s  w e re  in ta c t  
w a s  k e p t  u p  u n til th e  c lo se  o f  h o st ilit ie s . 
T h e  w o o d e n  “ j i g g e r s ”  o f  th o se  d a y s  w e re  
c o n s id e r a b ly  h e a v ie r  th a n  th e  lig h t  s te e l-  
b u ilt  o n e s  s o  w e ll k n o w n  to -d a y  o n  m a n y  o f  
th e  C a n a d ia n  lin e s .

I n  th o se  p o rtio n s  o f  th e  c o u n try  w h e re  n o  
! r a i lro a d s  e x is te d , th e  m a ils  w e re  c o n v e y e d  
j b y  p o s tb o y s  o n  p o n ie s . S .  L .  C le m e n s , in 

h is  b o o k  o n  r o u g h in g  it  in  th e  s e t t lin g  
d a y s ,  a p t ly  g iv e s  a n  id e a  o f  th e  s p e e d  a n d  
p e r fo rm a n c e s  o f  th e  p o n y  e x p r e s s e s  in  th o se  
e x c i t in g  d a y s .

T h e  pony rider w as usu ally  a  little  bit o f  a 
person, brim ful o f  sp irit and endurance. N o 
m atter w hat tim e o f  n igh t, no m atter w hether it 
w a s w inter or sum m er, rain ing, snow ing, hailin g, 
o r  sleeting, w hether h is track  w as a  level, straight 
ro ad , or a  crazy tra il over m ountain crags or 
precipices, he sped across the continent for days 
a t length. H e  rode a  splendid horse that w as 
born for a  racer and fed an d lodged lik e  a gen tle
m an ; kept him  at his utmost speed for ten m iles, 
an d  then, as  he cam e crashin g up to the station 
w here stood two men hold ing fast a  fresh, im 
patient steed, the transfer o f  rider an d  m ailb ag 
w a s  m ade in the tw in klin g  o f  an  eye, and aw a y  
flew  the eager p air, an d w ere out o f  sight before 
the spectator could get h ardly the ghost o f a  look. 
T h e  rider’ s dress w as thin , and fitted c lo s e ; he 
w o re  a  “ roun dabout”  and a  sku ll cap , and 
tucked his pantaloons into his boot-tops, lik e  a 
race-rider. H e carried  no arm s— he carried n o
th in g  that w as not absolutely n ecessary— for even  
the postage on his literary  freight w as worth five 
d o llars  a  letter. H e  got but little  frivolous corre
spondence to carry. . . T h e  little  flat m ail- 
pockets strapped under the rider’s  th ighs w ould 
each  hold about the bu lk  o f  a  ch ild ’s prim er. 
T h e y  held m any and m an y an im portant chapter 
an d  newsletter, but these were w ritten on paper 
a iry  and thin  as go ld  le a f  n early , an d thus bulk 
and w eight w ere economized. T h e  stage-coach 
travelled  about a  hundred to one hundred and 

, tw enty-five m iles a  d a y  (twenty-four hours), the 
pony rider about tw o  hundred and fifty. . . . 
A w a y  across the endless dead level o f  the prairie 
a  b lack  speck appears against the sk y , and it is 
p la in  it m oves. In  a  second or tw o it becom es a  
horse and rider, risin g, fa llin g , risin g, fa llin g—  
sw eeping tow ards us n earer and n earer—grow in g 
m ore and m ore d istin ct, m ore and m ore sharply 
defined, n earer and still nearer, an d the flutter o f 
the b o o b  com es fa in tly  to the e a r ; another instant 
a  w hoop an d a  hurrah from  our com pany, a  w ave
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o f the rider’s  hand, but no reply, and m an and 
horse burst past our excited  faces, and g o  w inging 
aw ay  lik e  the belated fragm ent o f  a  storm  ! So  
sudden is it a ll, and  so like a  flash o f  fancy, that 
but for the flake o f  w hite foam left qu iverin g and 
perishing on a  m ail-sack after the v ision  had 
flashed by and disappeared , we m ight have 
doubted w hether w e had seen any actual horse 
and man at a ll, mayl>e-

T h e  a id  o f  a n o th e r  p en  to  d e s c r ib e  a  n o  
m e a n  p ic tu re  o f  a  p o n y -m a il r id e r  h a s  to  a n  
e x te n t  g iv e n  a  fa ir  id e a  a s  to  th o se  w h o  
c a r r ie d  d is p a tc h e s  d u r in g  th e  w a r  tim e . 
N e c e s s a r i ly  th e  d if fe re n c e s  b e tw een  a  le tte r -  
c a r r ie r  in  p e a c e  a n d  a  m a il-ru n n e r  in  w a r  
w o u ld  b e  w a r in e s s  a n d  a  b r a c e  o f  f ire a rm s . 
In  w a r  th e re  w o u ld  b e  n o  p o s s ib il it ie s  o f  
r e la y s  a t  c o n v e n ie n t  d is ta n c e s — i f  a n y  a t  a ll, 
th e y  w o u ld  b e  u n c e rta in . W h ils t  m a n  m a y  
h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  la s t  a  fe w  d a y s ,  b e a s t  
w o u ld  b e  u n a b le  to  c o n tin u e  its  e x e r t io n s  
fo r  lo n g e r  p e r io d s  th a n  te n  h o u rs . O n e  w h o  
ro d e  u p  n o rth  to  R ic h m o n d  g iv e s  a  v iv id  
i llu stra tio n  o f  h is  h a z a rd o u s  jo u r n e y .

A s m y old grey w as very  nearly  broken down 
by hard riding, 1  had to  go carefully i f  I  desired 
to reach R ichm ond, the first place it w ould be 
possible for me to procure an exchange o f  mount. 
M y ride took me over the battlefield  and a lo n g  a 
portion o f the line o f  the enem y’s (Federa l) 
form er retreat. I  looked with astonishm ent at 
the effect o f  the heavy  artillery  fire upon some 
portions o f the forest ; hundreds o f the largest 
trees were riven and shattered, and in m any 
places the fallen trunks and branches barricaded 
the road, so that it w as difficult to get a lon g at 
a ll. F o r m iles the ground was thickly strew n 
w ith m uskets, kn apsacks, b lankets, and other 
equipm ents that had been thrown aw ay  in the 
flight by the soldiers o f  the retreating arm y. It 
w as n early  night when I  reached Richm ond. 
W et, cold , and w eary , I  had to safely  see my 
charge (the m ails) into the hands o f  the proper 
authority for their care. A fter this duty I im 
m ediately rode to the hotel and sought m y bed— 
a  luxury which none can appreciate until they 
have ridden hard and had but little sleep in their 
clothes every  night.

T h e  w r ite r  g o e s  o n  to  s a y  a  little  l a t e r :—
On the fo llow ing d ay  I  had the pleasure o f 

receiving from  the postm aster at Richm ond a 
noble b lack  horse to replace the steed w hich I 
fear w ill never be able to do Governm ent service 
again.

T h e s e  p o s t -c a r r ie r s  h a d  o fte n  to  r a id  fa rm 
h o u se s  o r  th e ir  f ie ld s  a n d  g a r d e n s  fo r  fo o d . 
T h e  s ta te  o f  th e  c o u n try  in  m a n y  p a r t s  
n a tu r a l ly  d id  n o t o f fe r  m u ch  in d u c e m e n t  fo r  
th e  c u lt iv a t io n  o f  th e  r e g u la r  a n d  p r o p e r  
c r o p s  ; in d e e d , t h e s e  p o st  - o ffic e  ’ * c o m 
m a n d e e r s  ”  a s  o fte n  a s  n o t  h a d  to  b e  s a t is 
f ie d  w ith  a  fe w  m is e r a b le  o n io n s  a n d  d is e a s e d  
p o ta to e s  fo r  th e ir  ta b le  d ’h o te , a n d  to  d ig  
th e m  u p  w ith  t h e ir  h a n d s  a t  th a t , fro n t so m e  
p o o r  g a r d e n  o f  a  lit t le  fa rm h o u se . A ll 
r id e r s  w e re  n o t s o  fo rtu n a te  a s  th e  g e n t le 
m a n  th a t  g o t  to  R ic h m o n d  a n d  w a s  a b le  to  
p u t u p  a t  a  h o te l. A  C o n fe d e r a te  r id e r  
p a s s in g  th ro u g h  o n e  o f  th e  C a r o l in a s  d e 
s c r ib e s  a  n ig h t ’s  r e s t ( ? )  b y  th e  w a y s id e  a s  
a t  o n c e  s h o w in g  th e  d a n g e r  th e s e  m en  w e re  
p la c e d  in  in  t a k in g  c h a r g e  o f  a  p a r c e l  o f  
le tte rs .

Fatigued  by the lo n g  ride, and exhausted by 
the intense heat o f  th e day , I had spread  my 
blanket near an old  lo g , an d , resting m y head 
upon m y m ail w a llet, I  fell at once into a  deep 
sleep, from  which I  w as presently aw akened by 
som ething craw lin g  over m y  hand. I  qu ick ly  
shook o ff the ob ject, w h ich  g a v e  a  sharp rattling 
sound, and which I  perceived a t once to be a 
sn ake m ore than four feet in length. S leep in g  as 
I d id , w ith m y arm s b y  m y side, it w as the w ork  

! o f  a  m om ent to d raw  m y keen b lade and sever 
the reptile in tw ain.

.T h e  d e s c r ib c r  d o c s  n o t  s a y  w h e th e r  h e  
w e n t to  s le e p  a g a in  o r  c o n tin u e d  h is  jo u r n e y ; 
b u t  p e r h a p s  su c h  e x p e r ie n c e s  w e re  n o t v e r y  
e x t r a o r d in a r y — to  h im . A t  a n y  r a te , th e  
c o u n try  w a s  n ot a s  w e  s h o u ld  fin d  it to -d a y , 
a  w e ll - p a v e d  r o a d , b u t b ro a d , d r e a r y  
s w a m p s , d e e p , u n c e r ta in  r iv e r s , a n d  su c h  to  
c r o s s . A d d  to  th is  th e  c o n d it io n  o f  th e  
w e a t h e r ; m a y b e  ra in  fa ll in g  in to rre n ts , 
b o is te ro u s  w in d s , a n d  b it te r ly  c o ld  ; y e t  o u r  
o w n  p o stm e n , w h o  a r e  p a id  th r ic e  a s  m u ch  
to  w o rk  h a l f  a s  lo n g , a r e  c o n t in u a lly  s e n d in g  
d e p u ta t io n s  to  th e  P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l  in 
o ffic e . T h e  fo rd in g  o f  a  sw ift  s tre a m  m e a n t 
m a n y  th in g s . T h e  h o rs e  w o u ld  b e  s w e p t  
a w a y  a n d  d ro w n e d , p e rh a p s  w ith  th e  p r e 
c io u s  m a ils  a t ta c h e d  to  h is  s a d d le . T h e  
r id e r  w o u ld  b e  b o u n d  to  fin d  s o m e  m e a n s  o f  
r e c o v e r in g  th e m , o r  h e  d a re  n o t p re se n t  
h im s e lf  w ith o u t h is  c h a r g e . I f  a  c a r r ie r  
lo s t  h is  m a ils  h e  w a s  su p p o s e d  to  a ls o  lo se  
h is  life  in  th e  d e fe n c e  o f  th e ir  s a fe ty .

(To be continued.')

The Postal System
and Stamps of morocco — c o n tin u e d
B y  O T T O  R O M M E L ,  D octor o f L a w . T ra n sla ted  by F R A N K  P H I L L I P S
I I I .  Stamps of the German Post Offices

FR O M  18 9 3 , u n til G e rm a n  P o s ta l  
A g e n c ie s  w e re  o p e n e d  in  M o ro c c o , 
G e r m a n  s u b je c ts  re s id e n t  in  th e  c o a s t  

to w n s  w e re  p e rm itte d  to  fo rw a rd  le t te r s  to 
G e r m a n y  b y  th e  W o rm a n n  S te a m s h ip  L in e .

O rd in a r y  G e rm a n  s ta m p s  w e re  u s e d , a n d  
w e r e  p o s tm a rk e d  o n  th e  b o a ts  in  black  in k  
w ith  the in sc r ip t io n  “ A u s  W e s t a f r ik a ”  ( fro m  
W e s t  A fr ic a ) . B y  th e  s id e  o f  th is  p o s tm a rk  
th e  n a m e  o f  th e  p a r t ic u la r  to w n , e .g . M o g a -  
d o r , w a s  w ritte n  in  in k . In  a l l  sp e c ia liz e d
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c o lle c tio n s  o f  th e  s ta m p s  o f  G e rm a n  M o 
ro c c o , it is  o n ly  r ig h t  th a t  th e s e  sh o u ld  b e  
in c lu d e d . U n le s s  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  to w n  is 
w ritte n  in , o n e  c a n n o t  b e  su re  th a t  th e  s ta m p  
w a s  r e a l ly  u s e d  in  M o ro c c o , a s  th e  s a m e  
p o s tm a rk  w a s  u se d , a t  a n y  r a te  up  to  18 9 7 , 
on le t te r s  p o s te d  in  G e r m a n  S o u th -W e s t  
A fr ic a  a n d  th e  C a m e ro o n s .

A s  so o n  a s  G e rm a n  P o s ta l  A g e n c ie s  w e re  
o p e n e d  in  M o ro c c o , w h ic h  e v e n t  to o k  p la c e  
on  2 0  D e c e m b e r , 18 9 9 , s p e c ia l  s ta m p s  b e 
c a m e  n e c e s s a r y . A t  firs t  it  w a s  th o u g h t 
su ffic ie n t to  s u rc h a r g e  so m e  o f  th e  v a lu e s  o f  
the G e r m a n  18 8 9  i s s u e ;  th e  s u rc h a r g e  w a s  
in black , a n d  ru n s  o b liq u e ly  u p  th e  s ta m p  
fro m  le ft to  r ig h t , a n d  is  in  tw o  lin e s , th e  to p  
lin e  c o n s is t in g  o f  th e  w o rd  “ M a ro c c o ,”  a n d  
th e  lo w e r  lin e  o f  th e  v a lu e  in S p a n is h  
c u rre n c y .

Stamps o f the German Em pire, surcharged. 
3 centim os, b lack , on 3 p f , brown.

5
10  

25 
. 3°  

60

5
10
20

25
S °

green.
carm ine.
ultram arine.
orange.
red-brow n.

F ir s t  o f  a l l  it  w a s  th e  in te n tio n  o f  th e  a u 
th o rit ie s  to  m a k e  a n  is s u e  fo r  M o r o c c o  
s im p ly  b y  o v e r p r in t in g  th e  c u rre n t  s ta m p s  
o f  th e  G e r m a n  E m p ir e  w ith  th e  w o rd  
marocco in  b lo c k  c a p ita ls .  T h e  fo llo w in g  
w e re  a c t u a lly  p re p a re d  :—

m a n ia ”  ty p e , in s c r ib e d  R E IC H s p o s t , w e re  
is s u e d  w ith  a  tw o -lin e d  o v e rp r in t , in black. 
O n  th e  “ p fe n n ig ”  v a lu e s  th e  o v e rp r in t  is  
h o riz o n ta l, in  tw o  lin e s , th e  fir s t  lin e  b e in g  
“ M a r o c c o ,”  a n d  th e  se c o n d  th e  v a l u e ;  on  
th e  1 ,  2 , a n d  5 m a rk  v a lu e s  o n ly  th e  v a lu e  is 
h o riz o n ta l, th e  n a m e  o f  th e  c o u n try  re a d in g  
u p w a rd s  o n  th e  le ft-h a n d  s id e  a n d  d o w n 
w a rd s  o n  th e  r ig h t . O n  th e  3  m a r k s  th e  
w h o le  o v e rp r in t  r e a d s  v e r t ic a lly  u p w a rd s , on  
the le ft  th e  v a lu e  a n d  on  th e  r ig h t  th e w o rd  
“  M a ro c c o .”

B la ck  overprint (red on 3  m.) P erf. 1 3 J  x  14 } .  

3  cent, on 3  p f., brow n.

Preparedfor use, but never issued.
Stamps o f the German Em pire, 1899, issue, over

printed  “  M aro cco ”  in block capitals, in  black .

3 p f., brown.
S ». green.

10  , ,  carmine.
20 , ,  ultram arine,
25 »  orange.
50 , ,  red-brown.

T h e  a b o v e  m u st b e  lo o k e d  u p o n  a s  n o th in g  
b e t te r  th a n  p ro o fs , a s  th e y  w e re  n e v e r  e v e n  
a u th o riz e d  fo r  is s u e , m u c h  le ss  a c tu a lly  
issu e d . T h e  P o s ta l  D e p a r tm e n t  a n d  th e  
Im p e r ia l P r in t in g  O ffic e  in  B e r lin  a b s o lu te ly  
re fu se  to  g iv e  a n y  in fo rm a tio n  o n  th e  s u b je c t , 
b u t th e  m o st  p r o v a b le  r e a s o n  fo r  t h e ir  n o n 
a d o p tio n  is  th a t  t h e  S p a n is h  c u r r e n c y  w a s 
so  v e r y  m u c h  b e lo w  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  G e rm a n  
c u r re n c y .

A t  th e  e n d  o f  19 0 0 , I b e lie v e  o n  2 0  O c to 
b e r , s ta m p s  o f  th e  G e r m a n  E m p ir e ,  “  G e r-

s . .  5 >> green.
10 » »» carm ine.

25 , ,  20 »» ultram arine.
30 25 It b lack  and oran ge on yellow.
35 , ,  3° »> n »  buff.
50 4 0 *» 11 carm ine.
60 .. 5° I » 1 1 Hlac on buff.

1 pes. on 80 >1 n carm ine on rose.
1 p. 25 c. on 1 m k ., carm ine.
2 p. 50 c. on 2 „  blue.
3  p. 75 c. on 3  , ,  violet-black.
6 p. 25 c. on 5 „  lake and black.

In  th e  la s t  p r in t in g  o f  th e  a b o v e  s ta m p s  a  
m in o r  v a r ie t y  m a y  b e  fo u n d  ; it h a s  n o t b e e n  
d e c id e d  s a t is fa c to r i ly  i f  it e x is t s  o n  so m e , 
o r  o n  a ll, o f  th e  v a lu e s . B y  m e a n s  o f  
p r in te r s ’ t r ia ls  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  d e te r 
m in e  th a t , in  a n y  c a s e  on  th e  2 5  c e n tim o s, 
b la c k , o n  2 0  p f., b lu e , th e  la s t  p r in t in g  o f  th e 
o v e rp r in t  is  m u c h  lo w e r  d o w n  th a n  u s u a l, so  
lo w , in  fa c t , th a t  th e  u ppeb  h a l f  o f  th e  w o rd  
reichspost is  c o v e r e a .
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A t  fir s t  th e  o v e rp r in t  on  th e  3  to  th e  50  pf. 
h a d  th e  le t te r  “  t  ”  s q u a re  a t  th e  to p  a n d  th e  
le t te r  “ s ”  w a s  s t ra ig h t  u p . T o w a r d s  th e  
e n d  o f  19 0 3  th e  5 c e n t im o s  s h o w e d  s lig h t  
s ig n s  o f  v a r ia t io n  in  th e  o v e r p r in t : th e  le tte r  
“  t  ”  w a s  th ic k e r , a n d  w en t o f f  in to  a  p o in t a t 
th e  top . O th e r  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  th is  s e c o n d  
ty p e  o f  th e  5 c . a r e  th a t  th e  le t t e r  “  s  ”  le a n s  
s id e w a y s , th e  “ c ”  in  ‘ ‘ M a r o c c o ”  a n d  th e  
fig u re  “ 5 ”  a r e  s o m e w h a t th ic k e r . It  a p 
p e a r s  th a t  th e  5 c . is  th e  o n ly  v a lu e  in  w h ich  
th e re  a r e  tw o  ty p e s .

T h e r e  a r e  a ls o  d if fe re n c e s  o f  ty p e  in  th e  
v a lu e s  fro m  1 to  5 m a rk s , in  w h ic h  th e  
d iffe re n c e s  a l l  lie  in  th e  w o rd  “  M a ro c c o .”

In  T y p e  I th e  b o tto m  s e r i fs  a r e  lo n g , a n d  
fo rm  r ig h t  a n g le s  to  th e  v e r t ic a l  s t ro k e s  o f  
th e  le t te r  “  M  ”  ; th e  “ r ”  a n d  “ o ”  a r e  fa ir ly  
w id e  a p a r t ;  th e  w o rd  “ M a r o c c o ”  is  fa ir ly  
l ig h t ly  p r in te d . In  T y p e  I I  th e  b o tto m  
s e r i fs  o f  th e  “  M  ”  a r e  s h o r te r , a n d  fo rm  
c u rv e s  w ith  th e  v e r t ic a l s t ro k e s  o f  th e  le t t e r  ; 
th e  “ r ”  a n d  “ o ”  a r e  c lo s e r  t o g e t h e r ;  th e  
w o rd  “ M a r o c c o ”  a p p e a rs  to  b e  m o re  
h e a v i ly  p r in te d .

F o r  t h e  6  p e s e ta s  2 5  c e n t im o s , b la c k , b o th  
t y p e s  o f  th e  5 m a r k s , la k e  a n d  b la c k , w e re

A. B.

u s e d . I n T y p e  A  th e  fig u re  o f  v a lu e  is  th ic k e r , 
a n d  its  u p p e r  le ft-h a n d  c o r n e r  is  c u t  o f f  
d ia g o n a l ly  b y  th e  fra m e . In  T y p e  B  th e  
f ig u re  o f  v a lu e  is  th in n e r, a n d  th e  le ft-h a n d  
c o r n e r  i s  in ta c t .

(To be continued,.)

T H E  B E S T  S T A M P  H I N G E S
We have prepared a new stamp hinge, of con

venient size, put up in air-tight tin boxes, each 
containing 1000 hinges of good tough paper, 
doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable. 

Post-free, 7d. per box.
Stanley Gibbons. Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W .C.

Twentieth Centuny Colonials
H Guide to the Postal Jldbcsivcs of tbc British Empire 
Issued during tbe first Six Years of tbe Twentieth Century 
Oanuary, I90l-3une, 1907)
W r i t t e n  a n d  C o m p il e d  b y  D. B. ARMSTRONG
P A R T  II—continued

British Possessions in Asia—
British Empire in India—continued 
Native States—continued 
Jh in d

JH I N D  is*  o n e  o f  th e  C is - s u t le j S t a te s  o f  
th e  P u n ja b , a n d  is  m a d e  u p  o f  s e v e r a l  
iso la te d  t r a c t s  o f  c o u n try  ly in g  to  th e  

e a s t  o f  th a t  r iv e r . T h e  a r e a  o f  th e  S t a te  is  
g iv e n  a s  12 6 S  s q u a re  m ile s , a n d  its  p o p u la 
tion  a s  2 8 2 ,0 5 1 .

T h e  p r e s e n t  d y n a s t y  w a s  fo u n d e d  in  1 7 6 3  
b y  a  S ik h  o f  th e  S id u  J a t  t r ib e , w h o  fiv e  
y e a r s  la t e r  w a s  c r e a te d  R a ja h  o f  th e  S t a t e  

'b y  th e  M o g u l E m p e r o r  o f  H in d u s ta n . O n  
th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  th e  M a h a r r a t a  C o n fe d 
e r a c y  b y  a  B r it is h  fo rc e  u n d e r  L o r d  L a k e ,  
th e  M a h a r a ja h  o f  Jh in d  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  fir s t  
o f  th e  n a t iv e  ru le rs  to  te n d e r  h is  a l le g ia n c e  
to  th e  B r it is h  C ro w n , a n d  in  18 0 7  h e  w a s  
t a k e n  u n d e r  B r it is h  p ro te c t io n  a n d  c o n firm e d  
in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  h is  d o m in io n s . D u r in g  th e  
S u t le j c a m p a ig n  h e  a l l ie d  h im s e l f  w ith  th e  
B r i t i s h , a n d  re c e iv e d  a  fu r th e r  g r a n t  o f  la n d  
in  r e w a rd  fo r  h is  s e r v ic e s .

A t  th e  t im e  o f  th e  In d ia n  M u tin y  th e  
R a ja h  S w a r u p  S in h  le d  in  p e r s o n  a  b o d y  o f  
h is  t ro o p s  w h ic h  fo rm e d  p a rt  o f  th e  B r it is h  
fo r c e  w h ic h  b e s ie g e d  D e lh i ,  a n d  a  p o rtio n  o f

(C O P Y R IG H T  R E S E R V E D .)

■ continued

I th e  J h in d  c o n t in g e n t  a c t u a lly  to o k  p a r t  in  
th e  s to r m in g  o f  th a t  c it y . In  la t e r  y e a r s  th e  
Im p e r ia l  S e r v ic e  t ro o p s  fu rn is h e d  b y  th is  
S t a t e  g r e a t l y  d is t in g u is h e d  th e m s e lv e s  in  th e  
T i r a h  c a m p a ig n  o n  th e  n o r th -w e s t  fro n t ie r  
in  18 9 8 .

T h e  R a j a h  p a y s  n o  t r ib u te  to  t h e  V ic e r o y ,  
b u t  fu r n is h e s  tw e n ty - f iv e  c a v a lr y m e n  to  th e  
In d ia n  A r m y .  T h e  p re se n t  R a j a h  is  in  h is  
m in o r ity , a n d  th e  S t a t e  is  c o n tr o lle d  b y  a  
C o u n c il o f  R e g e n c y ,  p re s id e d  o v e r  b y  a  
B r it is h  p o l it ic a l  o ffice r .

C u rren cy .— S a m e  a s  In d ia .

S t a m p s  fir s t  is s u e d  in  18 7 4 .

J h in d  i s  o n e  o f  th e  f iv e  C o n v e n t io n  S t a t e s  
w h o  p u r c h a s e  th e ir  s ta m p s  fro m  th e  In d ia n  
G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  h a v e  th e m  o v e r p r in te d  w ith  
th e  n a m e  o f  th e  S t a te ,  th e s e  s t a m p s  h a v in g  
f r a n k in g  p o w e r  th ro u g h o u t th e  w h o le  o f  
In d ia .  T h e  lo w  v a lu e s  o f  th e  Q u e e n ’ s  H e a d  
s e r ie s  o f  I n d ia n  19 0 0  w e r e  o v e r p r in te d  fo r  
u s e  h e re  in  J a n u a r y ,  19 0 2 ,  p e n d in g  th e  is s u e  
o f  K in g ’ s  H e a d  s ta m p s  o f  th e  s a m e  d e n o m i
n a t io n s , w h i ls t  in  19 0 4  th e  3  p ie s  v a lu e  o f  th e  
s a m e  is s u e  w a s  p la c e d  o n  sa le , fo llo w in g  th e  
e x h a u s t io n  o f  th e  fir s t  p r in t in g  o f  2 4 ,0 0 0
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K in g ’s  H e a d  s ta m p s  o f  th e  s a m e  v a lu e , in 
o rd e r  to  u se  u p  th e  r e m a in in g  s to c k  on h a n d .

4 HI HO,
STATE
1 9 0 2 -  4.

Contemporary stamps o f India, 19CO. Head o f 
Queen Victoria. W mk.Star. P e rf 14 . Colours 
changed in compliance with demands o f U niver
sal Postal Union. Typographed by Messrs. De 
La Rue v5r ' Co. , in  London, and overprinted
J.hind state in  tall, thin sans-serif capitals, 
in blacky near the foot o f the stamp, in complete 
sheets o f 240, at the Government o f India  
Central P rin tin g Office, Calcutta. Figures in  
brackets indicate total number printed o f each 
value.
3 pies, grey  (4 8 ,240), issued F e b ., 1904. 
i  an n a, pea-green ( 1 1 .2 8 0 ) , issued Ja n  , 1902.
I , ,  carm ine ( 14 ,5 8 0 ) , issued J a n . ,  1902. 

T h e  K in g ’s  H e a d  s e r ie s  o f  th is  S ta te  c o n 
ta in s e le v e n  s ta m p s  in  a l l ,  e ig h t  o f  w h ic h  
w ere  iss u e d  a t  th e  e n d  o f  M a y , 19 0 3 , a n d  
the re m a in in g  th re e  in  J u ly ,  19 0 5 . T h e  
issu e  c a l ls  fo r  n o  s p e c ia l re m a rk , a n d  is  s t il l  
in d a i ly  u se  th ro u g h o u t th e  S ta te .

1 9 0 3 -  S-
Regular K ing's Head series o f India, 1 902. VVmk. 

Star. Perf. 14 . Typographed by Messrs. De 
La Rue Co., in  Londony and overprinted 
JH1ND STATE in ta ll, thin sans-serif capitals, 
in two lines, in  black, near the foot o f the stamp. 
Surcharged in  complete sheets at the Govern
ment o f India Central P rin tin g Office, Calcutta. 
Dates o f issue o f each denomination given in  
brackets.

3 pies, grey  (issued M ay , 1903).
\  anna, pea-green  (issued M ay, 1903).
1 , ,  carm ine (issued M ay , 1903).
2  annas, purple (issued M ay , 1903).
3  ,, orange-brow n (issued M ay , 1903).
4  ,,  olive-green  (issued M ay , 1903).
6 , ,  b istre (issued Ju ly , 1905).
8 ,, m agen ta (issued M ay, 1903).

12  , ,  purple on red (issued Ju ly ,  1905).
1 rupee, carm ine and green (issued Ju ly , 1905).

Shades.
T h e  3  p ie s  a n d  2 a n n a s  v a lu e s  o f  th e  

cu rre n t In d ia n  s e r ie s  in  th e ir  n e w  s h a d e s  
h a v e  l ik e w is e  b e e n  o v e rp r in te d  fo r  u se  in  
th is S ta te , th e  3  p ie s , b lu e -g re y , in  19 0 5 ,  a n d  
the 2 a n n a s , m a u v e , in  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r .

3  pies, b lue-grey instead o f  grey.
2 annas, m auve instead o f  purple.

E r r o r .
S p e c im e n s  o f  th e  3  a n n a s  v a lu e  a r e  k n o w n  

w ith  a  d o u b le  o v e rp r in t , b u t  w h e th e r  a  w h o le  
sh ee t re c e iv e d  th e  s e c o n d  s u rc h a r g e , o r  i f  
not, w h a t  p o s it io n  th e  s ta m p s  o c c u p ie d  o n  
th e  sh e e t, I d o  n o t k n c  w.

Doublk overprint.
3  an n as, orange-brow n.

Official Issues.
O n e  v a lu e  o n ly  o f  th e  In d ia n  Q u e e n ’s  

H e a d  is s u e  o f  19 0 0  w a s  s u rc h a r g e d  fo r

o ffic ia l u se  in  J h in d  S ta te , an d  w a s  issu e d  
in J a n u a r y ,  19 0 2 .

SERVJOE

19 0 2 .
Regular Queen’s Head series o f India, 1900 , over

printed  JH IND  STATK, additionally surcharged 
s e r v i c e , in  one line, in tall, thin sans-serif 
capitals, in  black, fo r  official use. Otherwise 
as before.
4 an n a, pea-green (50,240), issued J a n . ,  1902.

V a r ie ty .
T h e  a b o v e  s ta m p  e x is ts  w ith  th e  “ v ”  

m is s in g  fro m  th e  S e r v ic e  s u rc h a rg e , th u s  
re a d in g  S E R  ICE ; b u t a g a in  1 r e g r e t  th a t 
I d o  n o t k n o w  w h a t  p o s it io n  th is  v a r ie ty  
o c c u p ie s  o n  th e  sh e e t, o r  i f  it  is  c o n s ta n t  o n  
a l l  s h e e ts  o f  th is  v a lu e  w h ich  w e re  o v e r 
p r in te d .

“  V ”  m issingfrom  surcharge, readingSF.R ICE.
4 an n a, pea-green.

F o r g e r ie s .
C o p ie s  o f  th e  Q u e e n ’s  H e a d  s ta m p s  o f  

th e  d e n o m in a t io n s  o f  1 a n n a  a n d  2  a n n a s  
b e lo n g in g  to  th e  s a m e  s e r ie s  a s  th e  s ta m p s  
lis te d  a b o v e , a n d  p u rp o rt in g  to  h a v e  th e  
S e r v ic e  o v e rp r in t  o f  th is  S ta te , h a v e  b e e n  
p la c e d  o n  th e  m a rk e t , b u t n o  s u c h  v a lu e s  
w e r e  s u rc h a r g e d , a n d  a l l  th e se  s ta m p s  a r e  
fo rg e r ie s .

F iv e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  c u rre n t In d ia n  s e r ie s  
w e re  iss u e d  o v e rp r in te d  fo r  o ffic ia l u se  in  
th is  S t a te  a t  th e  s a m e  tim e  a s  th e  firs t  
d e n o m in a tio n s  o f  th e  o rd in a ry  s u rc h a rg e d  
s e r ie s  w e re  p la c e d  o n  sa le , tw o  m o re  b e in g  
a d d e d  in  M a rc h , 19 0 6 . I t  w ill b e  o b se rv e d  
th a t  th e  3  p ie s  s ta m p  o f  th is  o ffic ia l s e r ie s  is 
in  th e  b lu e -g re y  sh a d e , a n d  w a s  n e v e r  issu e d  
in  th e  o r ig in a l c o lo u r  w ith  th is  s u rc h a rg e . 
T h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  th is  a n d  th e  I ru p e e  
v a lu e  re m a in e d  u n o b s e rv e d  b y  th e  p h ila te lic  
P r e s s  u n til a f te r  bo th  h a d  been  in  a c tu a l u se  
fo r  a lm o st  a  w h o le  y e a r . T h e  K in g ’s  H e a d  
s ta m p s  iss u e d  b y  Jh in d  S ta te  o v e rp r in te d  
fo r  o ffic ia l p u rp o se s  a r e  a s  fo llo w s  :—

1 9 0 3 - 6 .
Regular K ing's Head series o f India, 1902, sur

charged j h i n d  s e r v i c e , additionally over
printed  SERVICE, in tall, thin sans-serif capitals, 
in  one line, in  black, at the top o f the stamp, 
this overprint being inserted at a second opera
tion. Otherwise as before. Date o f issue given 
in  brackets.

3 pies, blue-grey (issued M arch, 1906).
4 anna, pea-green (issued M ay , 1903).
1 , ,  carm ine (issued M ay, 1903).
2  an n as, purple (issued M ay, 1903).
4  „  olive-green (issued M a y , 1903).
8  „  m agenta (issued M ay , 1903).
1  rupee, carm ine and green (issued M arch, 

1906).
(To be continued.)
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British Stamps used Fibroad — c o n tin u e d

B y  I. J .  B E R N S T E I N  A N D  C H A S .  N I S S E N
G R O U P  V —continued

T H I S  d iv is io n  o f  th e  g r o u p  d e a l in g  
w ith  th e  o f fic e  n u m b e rs  a llo t te d  to  
p o rts  in  fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s  c o m p ris e s  

in  a ll f iv e  n u m b e rs , w h ic h  a r e  a s  fo llo w s  : —  
2 4 7  F e r n a n d o  P o o , S p a n is h  C o lo n y .

D  2 7  A m o y , C h in a .
D  28  K iu n g c h o w  „
D  29  H a n k o w  „
D  3 0  H io g o  ( K o b e ) , J a p a n .

T h e r e  is  n o  d o u b t  th at th e s e  n u m b e rs  
w e r e  a p p lie d  to  th e s e  p la c e s , b e c a u s e  th e y  
a r e  g iv e n  in  th e  o f f ic ia l l is t s  o f  o b lite r a t in g  
p o s tm a rk s  p u b lish e d  in 18 8 5 . A l l  th e se  
n u m b e rs  h a d , h o w e v e r , p r e v io u s ly  b e e n  u s e d  
e ls e w h e re , so  th a t  a l l  B r it is h  s ta m p s  so  
m a rk e d  a r e  n o t “ u se d  a b r o a d ,”  b u t  o n ly  
th o se  c u rre n t  d u r in g  c e r ta in  p e r io d s , a n d  
e v e n  th e n  it is  u n c e rta in  w h e th e r  B r it is h  
o r  H o n g  K o n g  s ta m p s  w e r e  u s e d  in  th e  
la s t  fo u r  p la c e s . I n  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  o ffic e s  
o p e n e d  in  J a p a n ,  w e  fin d  in  th e  P o s tm a s te r -  
G e n e r a l ’s  R e p o r t  fo r  18 7 9  th e  fo llo w in g  n o te , 
w h ic h  g iv e s  u s  th e  d a te  o n  w h ic h  th e  o ffic e s  
w e r e  c lo s e d  (u n fo rtu n a te ly  th e re  i s  n o  n o te  
d e a l in g  w ith  th e  o p e n in g  o f  th e m ). T h e  
P o s tm a s te r -G e n e r a l  s a y s  th a t , “  in  d e fe re n c e  
to  th e  w is h e s  o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  o f  J a p a n  
th e  B r it is h  P o s t  O ffic e  a g e n c ie s  w h ic h  fo r  
s o m e  y e a r s  h a d  b e e n  m a in ta in e d  a t  c e r ta in  
Ja p a n e s e  p o rts  h a v e  b e e n  w ith d ra w n , a n d  
th e  p o s ta l s e r v ic e  is  n o w  c o n d u c te d  e x c lu 
s iv e ly  b y  th e  J a p a n e s e  P o s t  O ffic e . T h e  
r e g u la r ity  a n d  e f f ic ie n c y  o f  th e  p o s ta l c o m 
m u n ic a t io n  w ith  th is  c o u n try  h a v e  in  n o  w a y  
b e e n  im p a ire d , a n d  I h a v e  re a s o n  to  th in k  
th e  E n g l is h  m e rc a n t ile  c o m m u n ity  in  J a p a n  
a r e  sa t is f ie d  w ith  th e  n e w  a r r a n g e m e n t .”  

T h is  s h o u ld  c e r ta in ly  in d u c e  o n e  to  a s s u m e  
th a t  th e  p o st o ffic e s  in  J a p a n  w e r e  u n d e r  
B r it is h  ru le  a n d  u s e d  B r it is h  s ta m p s  a s  w e ll 
a s  o b lite ra to rs , b u t  th e re  is  in  e x is te n c e  an  
o ffic ia l o rd e r  d a te d  A u g u s t , 18 6 4 , fro m  th e  
P o s tm a s te r -G e n e r a l o f  H o n g  K o n g  a n d  
a d d r e s s e d  to  th e  B r it is h  p o s ta l  a g e n t  in 
T o k io  a n d  Y o k o h a m a , w h ic h  ru n s  :—

I h ave to request that on and after the 15 th  
O ctober next (1864) you w ill d iscontinue to re
ceive m oney in paym ent o f the Correspondence 
posted at your office, and you w ill dem and that 
such paym ent be m ade in the postage stam ps o f 
the colony o f  H on g K o n g .

W h e n , in  18 6 3 , N a g a s a k i  a n d , in  18 6 8 , 
K o b e  w e r e  o p e n e d  to  B r it is h  t r a d e  th e re  is 
n o  d o u b t th a t  th e  ru le  la id  d o w n  a b o v e  w a s  
a d h e r e d  to  a n d  H o n g  K o n g  s ta m p s  u se d . 
W h y  th e re fo re  a  B r it is h  o ffic e  w a s  a llo tte d  
to  th e  la s t-n a m e d  p o r t  a n d  th e  B r it is h  P o s t 
m a s te r -G e n e ra l  r e fe r s  to  th e ir  b e in g  c lo se d  

s o m e th in g  w e  c a n n o t  a tte m p t to  e x p la in .

W h a t  a p p lie d  to  th e  o ffic e s  in  J a p a n  n o  d o u b t 
a p p lie d  to  th o se  in  C h in a , a n d  w e h a v e  se e n  
H o n g  K o n g  s ta m p s  w ith  th e  p o s tm a rk  D  27 .

T h e  o b lite r a to r  a lo n e  w a s  u s e d  in  e v e r y  
in s ta n c e , a n d  n o  d a t e  s ta m p  o r  o th e r  m a rk  
o f  th e  p la c e  o f  o r ig in  w a s  p u t o n  th e  le tte r , 
s o  th a t  e v e n  e n t ire  c o v e r s  d o  n o t h e lp  to  
e lu c id a te  th e  m a tte r . T h e  o b lite r a to r  w a s  
a lw a y s  th e  n a r ro w , o b lo n g  o v a l ( D  2 7 ) , a n d  
a lw a y s  s t ru c k  in  b la c k .

T h e  v a r ie t ie s  w e  l is t  a r e  th o s e  w e  h a v e  se e n  
w ith  th e s e  p o s tm a rk s , b u t w e  d o u b t w h e th e r  
th e y  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  in  th e  F a r  E a s t .  T h e s e  
o ffic e  n u m b e rs  w e r e  a l lo t te d  a s  la te  a s  18 7 9 , 
s o m e  fifte e n  y e a r s  a f te r  it  h a d  b e e n  la id  d o w n  
t h a t  H o n g  K o n g  s ta m p s  s h o u ld  b e  u s e d .

D 2 7 . Amoy
A  s e a p o r t  to w n  o f  C h in a  

o n  a n  is la n d  o f  th e  s a m e  
n a m e , l ie s  n e a r ly  o p p o s ite  
th e  c e n tre  o f  th e  is la n d  o f  
F o r m o s a ,  a n d  w a s  c a p tu re d  
b y  th e  B r i t i s h  in  th e  w a r  | 
o f  1 8 4 1 .  I t  w a s  fo rm e r ly  
t h e  c e n tre  o f  th e  te a  a n d  
c o a s t in g  t r a d e , a n d , h a v in g  
b e e n  th e  fir s t  p o rt  o p e n e d  
to  fo re ig n  t ra d e , w a s  o f  
s o m e  im p o rta n c e .

id . ,  p lates 79, 84 , 10 2 , 10 5 , 12 9 , 1 3 3 ,  139 .
4 d ., p late 1 1 .

D 2 8 . Kiungchow
A  c ity  o f  C h in a  n e a r  th e  n o rth  c o a s t  o f  th e  

is la n d  o f  H a in a n . I t  i s  n o te d  fo r  i t s  p a p e r  
fa c to r ie s , b u t  is  o f  s m a ll im p o r ta n c e , th e  
fo re ig n  s e tt le m e n t b e in g  b u t in s ig n if ic a n t , 

id . ,  p lates 79, 90, 9 2 , 9 3 , 10 2 , 10 4 , 1 1 4 ,  134 .

D 2 9 . Hankow
A  p o rt a t  th e  m o u th  o f  H a n  K ia n g  R iv e r ,  

is  o n e  o f  th e  la r g e s t  c it ie s  in  th e  C h in e s e  
E m p ir e  a n d  th e  p r in c ip a l e m p o r iu m  o f  
C e n tra l  C h in a . A lth o u g h  so m e  6 0 0  m ile s  
fro m  th e  s e a , o c e a n -g o in g  s te a m e r s  c a n  re a c h  
th e  c ity , a n d  it h a s  a  la r g e  p o p u la t io n  o f  
fo re ig n  m e rc h a n ts .

id . ,  p lates 1 0 1 ,  189.
6 d ., p late 6 spray.

D 3 0 . Kobe (Hiogo)
A  s e a p o r t  o f  J a p a n  in  th e  so u th e rn  p a r t  o f  

th e  is la n d  o f  H o n ro , fo rm s  w ith  H io g o  an  
im p o r ta n t  c e n tre , a n d  is  th e  s e a t  o f  a  la r g e  
fo re ig n  tra d e .

id . ,  p lates 10 7 , 10 9 , 1 1 7 ,  1 1 9 ,  12 0 , 1 2 3 ,  124 .

2 4 7 . Fernando Poo
I s  a n  is la n d  b e lo n g in g  to  S p a in  tw e n ty  

m ile s  o f f  th e  w e s t  c o a s t  o f  A fr ic a . I t  is 
s m a ll  a n d  in s ig n if ic a n t , b u t a  B r it is h  se ttle -
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m ent w a s  m a d e  in  18 2 7  a s  th e  h e a d -q u a rte rs  
o f  the fle e t  e n g a g e d  in  s u p p r e s s in g  th e  s la v e  
trad e. T h e  o ffic e  n u m b e r  “ 2 4 7 ”  w a s  u se d  
a t E lrn h a m , N o r fo lk  (o ff ic e  N o . 9 1 1  a f te r 
w a rd s), a c c o rd in g  to  th e  lis t  o f  o b lite ra t in g  
m a rk s  iss u e d  b y  th e  P o s t  O ffice  in  18 5 6 , but 
its u se  th e re  h a d  b e e n  d isc o n tin u e d  b e fo re  
1874 , a s  in  th e  lis t  p u b lish e d  in th a t y e a r  the 
n u m b er is m a rk e d  a s  “  u n a p p ro p r ia te d ."  It  
w as a llo tte d  to  a n d  a n  o ffice  e s ta b lis h e d  in 
F e rn a n d o  P o o  a b o u t  18 7 7 , a n d  is  d u ly  re -  I 
co rd ed  in  th e  n e x t  l is t  th a t  w a s  p u b lish e d  ' 
( 18 8 5 ) . I

T h e  o ffice  w a s  c lo se d  in  188 0 , a n d  th e  
o n ly  v a r ie ty , o f  w h ic h  a ls o  o n ly  o n e  c o p y  is  
k n o w n , is  th e  g j g r e y ,  p late 15 .

( To be continued.)

The Genus Homo in Philately — continued
B y  B E R T R A M  W . H. P O O L E

NE A R  n e ig h b o u rs  o f  t h e ' S u a h a l is  a re  
th e  S u d a n e s e , w h o  fo rm  o n e  o f  th e  I 
m a in  d iv is io n s  o f  E th io p ic  m a n . F r o m  | 

the e th n o lo g ic a l s ta n d p o in t  th e  te rm  “ S u d a n -  , 
e s e "  c o v e r s  a l l  th e  v a r io u s  ra c e s  o f  fu ll-b lo o d e d  
n e g ro e s  in h a b it in g  m o s t  o f  A fr ic a  n o rth  o f  I 

F o r  th e  p u rp o se s  o f  I 
th is  a r t ic le , h o w e v e r , 
w e  w ill a s s u m e  th e  
n a m e  r e fe rs  to  the 
p e o p le  o f  B r it is h  
S u d a n , w h o  a r e  
c e r ta in ly  n o t o f  p u re  
n e g ro  s to c k . T h e y  
a r e  a  m ix e d  ra c e  
w ith  a  g o o d  a d m ix 
tu re  o f  A r a b  b lo o d . 
T h e y  a r e  ta l l ,  s lim , 
a n d  h a n d s o m e , a n d  
th e  w o m e n  a r e  

e s p e c ia lly  b e a u tifu l. T h e y  a r e  b r a v e  a n d  
w a rlik e , a n d  th a t  t h e y  s t ru g g le d  h a rd  to  
m a in ta in  t h e ir  in d e p e n d e n c e  is  a p p a re n t  to  
a n y  r e a d e r  w h o  s tu d ie s  th e  h is to ry  o f  B r it is h  
a d v a n c e  in to  th e  S u d a n .

T h e  B a n tu  fa m ily  o f  th e  E th io p ia n
d iv is io n  o f  th e  h u m a n  r a c e  is  re p re s e n te d
on  o n e  o f  th e  s ta m p s  o f  C o n g o  b y  m e m b e rs  
o f  th e  B a n g a la  t r ib e . T h e  m e m b e rs  o f  th is  

t r ib e  a r e  m o re  a t t r a c t iv e  
th a n  m a n y  o f  th e  n a t iv e s  
o f  th e  su rro u n d in g  c o u n 
t r y .  T h e i r  c lo th in g  is  a  
s im p le  m a tte r , c o n s is t in g  
o n ly  o f  a  lit t le  g r a s s -  
c lo th . B e a d s  a n d  o th e r  
o rn a m e n ts  a r e  e x te n s iv e ly  
w o rn , a n d  u s u a l ly  th e  
w h o le  b o d y  is  d e c o ra te d  
w ith  a  so rt o f ta tto o in g . 
T h e  o rd in a ry  n a t iv e s  h a v e  
h u ts  fo rm e d  o f  m a ts  w o ven  

from  a  re e d y  g r a s s  o r  th e  fib re s  o f  p la n ts , 
but c h ie fs  h a v e  a  m o re  e la b o ra te  a b o d e  c o n 
s tru c te d  o f  p a lm  le a v e s . T h e  h o u se h o ld  
fu rn itu re  a n d  u te n s ils  a r e  o f  th e  m o st p r im i
t ive  ty p e .

A n o th e r  C o n g o  tr ib e  is  sh o w n  o n  s o m e  
o f  th e  c u r re n t  s ta m p s  o f  F re n c h  C o n g o .

T h e s e  a r e  th e  B a k a lo is ,  w h ic h , th o u g h  p h y s i
c a l ly  in fe r io r  to  m a n y  o th e r  o f  th e  n a t iv e  
t r ib e s  o f  th is  r e g io n , h a v e  th e  re p u ta tio n  
o f  b e in g  g if t e d  w ith  a  s u p e r io r  a m o u n t o f  
in te llig e n c e . S t a n le y  d e s c r ib e s  th e m  a s  e x 
c e p t io n a lly  s h re w d  in  t ra d e , a n d  a v e r s  th a t 
h e  h a s  s e e n  a  c h ild  o f  e ig h t  d o  m o re  t r ic k s  
o f  t r a d e  in  a n  h o u r  th a n  th e  c le v e re s t  
E u r o p e a n  t r a d e r  on  th e  C o n g o  c o u ld  d o  in  a  
m o n th . In  c h a r a c t e r  th e y  a r e  s a id  to  b e  
in d o le n t , f ic k le , a n d  s e n su a l. T h e y  d is l ik e  
b lo o d s h e d  a s  a  g e n e r a l  ru le , a n d , s a v e  fo r  
c e r ta in  su p e rs t it io u s  c u s to m s , a r e  r a r e ly  
c ru e l.

O n  th e  s t a m p s  o f  B r it is h  C e n tra l A fr ic a  
re p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  M a k o lo lo s  a r e  d e 
p ic te d . T h e y  a r e  a  w a r l ik e  b ra n c h  o f  th e  
B a s u t o  b ra n c h  o f  th e  
B a n tu  fa m ily , a n d  w e re  
o r ig in a lly  b r o u g h t  n orth  
b y  L iv in g s t o n e  in  th e  
h o p e  th a t th e y  w o u ld  
a c t  a s  a  c h e c k  on  th e  
t r ib e  o f  th e  A n g o n i, 
w h o  w e re  d e v a s ta t in g  
th e  d is t r ic t  w ith  th e ir  
e x c e s s e s . T h e y  w e re  
a rm e d  b y  L iv in g s to n e , 
a n d  th e y  so o n  m a d e  
th e m s e lv e s  c h ie fs  o f  th e  d is tr ic t . U n d e r

the V ic t o r ia  N y a n z a .

~ > -rw \ r\ rj\ r.rj\ f\ f\ f\ n  f J W V )

H V K  S  if I L I . I  N(.s j

1
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th e ir  o rg a n iz a tio n  a n d  le a d e rs h ip  th e  e n 
c ro a c h m e n ts  o f  o th e r  t r ib e s  a n d  o f  the 
P o r tu g u e s e  w e re  s u c c e s s fu lly  re s is te d .

T h e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  L ib e r ia  
a r e  th e  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  fre e d  A m e r ic a n  s la v e s , 
a n d  w h ile  E th io p ic s  it is  d ifficu lt  to  a s s ig n  
th em  to  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  g ro u p  o f  th is  d iv is io n .

A c c o r d in g  to  o n e  t r a v e l le r  “ th e  h is to r y  o f  
L ib e r ia  w o u ld  b e  a  m o st e n te r ta in in g  fa rc e , 
w e re  it n o t a ls o  a  m o st s ig n if ic a n t  t r a g e d y .” 
T h e  n a t iv e s  h a v e  a  m o st a m a z in g  s e lf-c o n c e it , 
a n d  th e y  h a v e  re c e n tly  a s s u re d  th e ir  F r e n c h

fr ie n d s  th a t th e y  in te n d  to re m a in  n e u tra l in 
th e  n e x t  E u r o p e a n  w a r ! P e r h a p s  th e  m ain  
fu n ctio n  o f  L ib e r ia  h a s  b e e n  to  s u p p ly  g o o d  
s to r ie s  o f  n e g r o  m e th o d s  o f  a d m in is tra t io n . 
O n e  o f  th e  m o st a m u s in g  o f  th e se  re la te s  to  
th e  c h o le r a  s c a r e  in  E g y p t ,  w h e n  the a u th o r i
t ie s  in s is te d  o n  p la c in g  a  v e s s e l  in  q u a ra n tin e  
b e c a u s e  it w a s  g o in g  to  a n  in fe c te d  p o r t !

O n e  o f  th e  m o st in te re s t in g  o f  th e  r a c e s  
n o w  fo u n d  in  L ib e r ia  a re  th e  M a n d in g o e s . 
T h e s e  a r e  a  r a c e  o f  
E a s t e r n  o r ig in  w h o  h a v e  
s p re a d  o v e r  m u ch  o f  th e  
re g io n  b e tw e e n  S e n e g a l 
a n d  L ib e r ia . T h e y  a r e  
a c t iv e , in te ll ig e n t ,a n d  in 
d u str io u s , a n d  a r e  n o w  
d i v i d e d  i n t o  s e v e r a l  
tr ib e s . A s  a n  in s ta n c e  
o f  th e  g e n e r a l  in te ll i
g e n c e  o f  th e  ra c e , w e  m a y  c ite  th e  fa c t  th a t  
th e  V e i la n g u a g e ,  w h ic h  b e lo n g s  to  th is  
g ro u p , h a s  a  w ritte n  a lp h a b e t  c o m p ris in g  
o v e r  tw o  h u n d re d  d iffe re n t  c h a ra c te r s .

{To be continued.')

The Falkland Islands
B y  A . H. D A V I S

ON  th e  I ta lia n  M in is te r  in  B u e n o s  A ir .e s  
c o m m u n ic a t in g  th e  ra t ific a t io n  b y  
th e  B r it is h  G o v e rn m e n t  o f  th e  P o s ta l  

C o n v e n tio n  c e le b ra te d  in  R o m e , in  w h ic h  
th e  F a lk la n d  Is la n d s  a r e  in c lu d e d , th e  
M in is te r  fo r  F o r e ig n  A ffa ir s ,  D r . Z e b a l lo s , 
a s k e d  h im  to  c o m m u n ic a te  to  h is  G o v e r n 
m en t th a t  th e  I s la s  M a lv in a s , c a lle d  th e  
F a lk la n d s ,  a r e  o f  A rg e n t in e  s o v e re ig n ty , so  
th a t  it is  n o t p o s s ib le  fo r  th e  A rg e n t in e  
G o v e rn m e n t  to  ta k e  n o te  o f  th e  fo rm e r  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith o u t p ro te s t in g  a g a in s t  
th e  in c o rre c t  a ttitu d e  o f  th e  B r it is h  G o v e r n 
m en t in m e n tio n in g  th e s e  p o s se ss io n s . T h e  
n e w s  o f  th is  r e p ly  h a v in g  b e e n  te le g ra p h e d  
to  E u r o p e , ru m o u rs  w e r e  im m e d ia te ly  s e t  
a f lo a t  in P a r is  a n d  L o n d o n  to  th e  e ffe c t  th a t  
th e  A rg e n t in e  G o v e rn m e n t  h a d  la id  c la im  
to  th e  F a lk la n d s ,  a n d  e v e n  in  th e  H o u s e  o f  
C o m m o n s  o n e  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  a s k e d  th e  
F o r e ig n  M in is te r  i f  th e re  w a s  a n y  tru th  in  
th e  ru m o u r. A s  th is  m a tte r  h a s  a p p a r e n t ly  
a t t ra c te d  so m e  lit t le  a tte n tio n  a t  h o m e , I 
s e n d  y o u  th e  fo llo w in g  n o te s  o n  th is  lit t le  
g ro u p  o f  is la n d s , w h ic h  s h o u ld  p ro v e  o f  
in te re st  to  y o u r  r e a d e rs  a t  th e  p re se n t  
m o m e n t.

T h e  F a lk la n d  I s la n d s  w e re  d is c o v e re d  
in  15 9 2  b y  D r . Jo h n  D a v is ,  w h o  a c c o m 
p a n ie d  C a v e n d is h  o n  h is  s e c o n d  v o y a g e  j 
a n d  H a w k in s , w h o  s a i le d  a lo n g  th e m  
in  15 9 4 , c a lle d  th em  “ H a w k in s  M a id e n  
L a n d .”  I n  16 9 0  S t r o n g  s a ile d  th ro u g h  th e

S t r a it  a n d  c a l le d  it  F a lk la n d  S o u n d , w h e n c e  
th e  is la n d s  w e r e  a f te r w a r d s  c a l le d  F a lk la n d  
Is la n d s . S e v e r a l  v e s s e ls  fro m  S t . M a lo  
p a s s e d  n e a r  th e  is la n d s  b e tw e e n  17 0 6  a n d  
1 7 1 4 ,  a n d  fro m  th e se  th e y  w e r e  n a m e d  b y  
th e  F r e n c h  “  L e s  I s le s  M a lo u in e s .”  In  17 6 4  
th e  F r e n c h  e s ta b lis h e d  a  c o lo n y  on  o n e  o f  
th e  h a rb o u rs  o f  B e r k e le y  S o u n d  a n d  c a l le d  
it S t .  L o u is  ; a n d  tw o  y e a r s  la t e r  th e  B r it is h  
fo rm e d  a  se tt le m e n t on  W e s t  F a lk la n d , o n  
th e  in le t  c a l le d  P o rt  E g m o n t . In  17 6 7  th e  
F r e n c h  c e d e d  th e ir  s e tt le m e n t to  th e  
S p a n ia r d s , w h o  in 17 7 0  a t ta c k e d  th e  E n g l is h  
c o lo n y  a n d  to o k  it. I t  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t ly  
re s to re d , h o w e v e r , b u t  so o n  a f te r w a r d s  th e  
E n g l is h  a b a n d o n e d  th e  se tt le m e n t. T h e  
S p a n ia r d s  a ls o  w ith d re w  th e ir  g a r r is o n  fro m  
P o r t  L o u is .

In  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  
c e n tu ry  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  fis h e r ie s  in  
th e  S o u th  A t la n t ic  b e g a n  to  b e  p ro se c u te d  
on a n  e x te n s iv e  s c a le , a n d  m a n y  o f  th e  
w h a lin g  v e s s e ls  v is ite d  th e s e  is la n d s  fo r  
s u p p lie s . I t  w a s  a ls o  d is c o v e re d  th at th e  
c o a s ts  a b o u n d e d  w ith  s e a ls ,a n d  th e s e  a n im a ls  
a t tra c te d  m a n y  a d v e n tu re r s . T h u s  B e r k e le y  
S o u n d  w a s  s e ld o m  w ith o u t th e  p re s e n c e  o f  
so m e  v is ito r s . T h e s e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  in d u c e d  
th e  n e w ly  fo rm e d  G o v e rn m e n t  o f  B u e n o s  
A ire s  to  ta k e  p o s se ss io n  o f  E a s t  F a lk la n d  
in  18 2 0  ; a n d  in  18 2 3  th e y  fo rm e d  a  s e t t le 
m en t a t  P o r t  L o u is . In  18 2 9  E n g la n d , w h ic h  
h a d  n e v e r  re lin q u ish e d  th e  p o s s e s s o r y  r ig h ts ,
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p ro tested  a g a in s t  th e se  p r o c e e d in g s , a n d  in  
18 3 3  th e  c o lo n y  w a s  g iv e n  up . F o r  s o m e  
y e a r s  a f te r  o n ly  a  lie u te n a n t  o f  th e  N a v y  
w ith  a  b o a t ’ s  c re w  re s id e d  a t  th e  p o rt, b u t 
th e B r it is h  G o v e rn m e n t  in  18 4 0  re s o lv e d  to  
co lon ize th e  is la n d s . T h e  s e t t le r s  c a m e  to  
P o rt L o u is , b u t  o n  e x a m in in g  th e  c o u n try  in 
th e v ic in ity  it  w a s  fo u n d  th a t  P o r t  W illia m , 
south  o f  B e r k e le y  S o u n d ,o ffe r e d  g r e a t  a d v a n 
ta g e s  a s  a  n a v a l  s ta t io n  a n d  p o rt  o f  re fu g e , 
a n d  in  18 4 0  a  to w n  w a s  la id  o u t  on  th e  
so u th ern  s h o r e s  o f  P o r t  S t a n le y .  T h e  
p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  c o lo n y  in  18 4 7  w a s  
270.

I n 18 4 8  la r g e  t ra c ts  o f  la n d  a n d  th e  p o s s e s 
sion  o f  a l l  th e  w ild  c a t t le  fo r  s ix  y e a r s  w e re  
g ra n te d  to  'M r . S a m u e l L a fo n e , a  w e a lth y  
m e rch a n t o f  H q $ t c  V id e o , a n d  th e  p o p u la t io n  
h as b e en  g r e a t ly  in c re a s e d  b y  th e  in flu x  o f  
h is s e rv a n ts . T h e  r ig h ts  o f  th is  g e n t le m a n  
w ere a fte rw a rd s  t ra n s fe r re d  to  a  jo in t - s to c k  
c o m p a n y , w h ic h  a f te r w a r d s  o b ta in e d  a d d i 
tion al p r iv i le g e s  from  th e  B r it is h  G o v e r n 
m ent. T h is  c o m p a n y  is  s t ill in  e x is te n c e , 
an d  is  in  a  h ig h ly  flo u r ish in g  co n d itio n .

T h e  c o lo n y  is  n o w  a d m in is te re d  b y  a  G o v e r 
nor, a n  E x e c u t iv e  C o u n c il a n d  a  L e g is la t iv e

Foreign notes
B y  F R A N K  P H I L L I P S
F o r g e r ie s  o f  th e  D e  R u y t e r  I s s u e

AC C O R D I N G  to  th e  Illu stric rtes  B r ie f-  
m arkln  Jo u rn a l (4 .7 .0 8 ) fo rg e r ie s  h a v e  

“■ r e c e n t ly  b e e n  se e n  o f  m o st o f  th e  s u r 
c h a rg e d  v a lu e s  o f  th e D e  R u y t e r  issu e . In  
th e fo rg e ry  th e  s u r 
c h a rg e  d o e s  n o t s tr ik e  
o n e a s  b e in g  s u c h  an  
in te n se  je t  black  a s  
on th e  o r ig in a ls , an d  
th e le tte rs  o f  th e  fo r 
m er se e m  to  b e  a  
trifle  th in n e r  th a n  
th e y  sh o u ld  b e . H o w e v e r , th e  m o st  s a t is 
fa c to ry  te s t  c o n s is t s  in  th e  v a r ia t io n  o f  s o m e  
o f  th e  le t te r s  o f  th e  s u rc h a r g e . O n  th e  fo r- 

D f i D T - r r m  8 e ,ie s  in  the cen t va ,uesrtJHTZEuEL th e  “ e ”  h a s  th e  m id d le  
s tro k e  th e  s a m e  le n g th  a s  

2  th e  o u te r  s t ro k e s , w h e r e 
a s  o n  th e  g e n u in e  s ta m p s  

C E N T  th e  m id d le  s t ro k e  is  
sh o rter. I n  th e  1 g u ld e n  in  th e  g e n u in e  
s ta m p  th e  a r m s  o f  fh e  “  u  ”  a r e  p a r a l le l  u n til 
th e  c u rv e  b e g i n s ; j in  th e  fo r g e r y  th e y  s la n t  
to w a rd s  e a c h  o th e r , g iv in g  th e  le tte r  so m e  
s lig h t  re s e m b la n c e  to  a  “  v . ”

T h e  L a b r a d o r  C o m p a n y
SO M E fe w  w e e k s  a g o  I r e fe r r e d  in  th e se
n o tes  to  a  s e t  o f  th re e  s o -c a lle d  “ P o s t a g e

C o u n c il , th e  m e m b e rs  o f  b o th  b e in g  a p p o in te d  
b y  th e  C ro w n .

T h e  v o y a g e  to  P o r t  S t a n le y  ta k e s  
a b o u t  tw e n ty - f iv e  d a y s  fro m  L iv e rp o o l. 
U n t i l  r e c e n t ly  it  w a s  fre q u e n tly  v is ite d  b y  
B r i t i s h  m e n -o f-w a r , b u t fo r  th e  la s t  th re e  
y e a r s  o r  so  th e s e  v e s s e ls  h a v e  r a r e ly  b e e n  
s e e n  in  th e se  s e a s , o w in g  to  th e  re c e n t  re d is 
tr ib u tio n  o f  th e  B r it is h  N a v y .

F o r  m o st  o f  th e  a b o v e  n o te s  I a m  in d e b ted  
to  th e  k in d n e s s  o f  M r. H o p e  L a fo n e , w h o se  
fa t h e r  is  m e n tio n e d  in th is  a r t ic le . It  w ill b e  
s e e n  th a t  th e  c la im  o f  th e  A rg e n t in e  G o v e r n 
m e n t re s t s  o n  a  v e r y  fl im s y  fo u n d a tio n , a n d  
it is  m e re  c h ild is h n e s s  fo r  th em  to  p re te n d  th at 
th e  is la n d s  e v e r  b e lo n g e d  to  th e m . W h ile  
o n  th is  s u b je c t  I d o  n o t th in k  it w ill b e  o u t 
o f  p la c e  to  re m in d  y o u r  r e a d e rs  o f  th e  fa c t  
th a t , h a d  it n o t b e e n  fo r  th e  d isg ra c e fu l 
s u r r e n d e r  o f  G e n e r a l  W h ite lo c k e  in  18 0 9  to  
a  m e re  r a b b le  in  B u e n o s  A ir e s , th e  A rg e n t in e  
R e p u b lic  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  to  th is  d a y  a  
h ig h ly  flo u r ish in g  a n d  m a g n if ic e n t  B r it is h  
c o lo n y . T h e  c o lo u rs  ta k e n  fro m  th e  E n g l is h  
o n  t h is  o c c a s io n  a r e  s t il l  k e p t  o n  sh o w  in th e  
c h u rc h  o f  S a n  D o m in g o  in  th e  c ity  o f  
B u e n o s  A ir e s .

S t a m p s  ”  iss u e d  b y  th e  L a b r a d o r  C o m p a n y . 
T h e  fo llo w in g  le tte r  is  e x tra c te d  fro m  L e  
C ollectionneur de Tim bres-Boste ( 1 .7 .0 8 ) , a n d  
is  a n  a n s w e r  to  o n e  a s k in g  fo r  fu r th e r  in fo r
m a tio n  a b o u t  th e s e  s ta m p s .

Montreal, 4 M ay, 1908.
D ear S ir ,

Replying to your letter of the 24th ult., I 
must tell you that the stamps you mention are 
the stamps of an American company which has 
obtained a concession for the establishment of a 
postal service on the Labrador coast, the com
pany being under the surveillance of the Govern
ment of Newfoundland. Although unofficial, 
these stamps constitute a first issue for the Labra
dor district, and they are used on the mails. It 
is highly probable that, in a few years’ time, the 
Government of the United States of America will 
take over this postal service, as a great deal of 
mining property in Labrador is controlled by 
American interests. These stamps would then 
become official [r/r], and will certainly become 
very rare, as the company has only had loo.oco 
printed.

I enclose an envelope bearing a Canadian 
obliterating stamp, and also a newspaper cutting 
relating to the stamps.

A . E. C lement.
T h e  fu n n y  p a r t  a b o u t  th e  e n v e lo p e  re fe rre d  

to  in  th e  a b o v e  le tte r , a n d  w h ic h  th e  a u th o r  
e v id e n t ly  t a k e s  to  b e  a  g u a r a n te e  o f  th e  
bona Jtd es  o f  th e  is s u e , is  th a t  it  b e a r s  a  2 5  c .
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C o m p a n y  s ta m p , together with  a  2 c . C a n a 
d ia n  s ta m p , bo th  b e a r in g  th e  M o n tre a l o b 
lite ra t io n . T h is  a lm o st  g o e s  to  p r o v e  th a t  
th e  c o m p a n y  o w n s  n e ith e r  a  p o st o ffic e  n o r  
e v e n  an  o b lite ra t in g  s ta m p  !

W e  c a n  d ism iss  th e  w h o le  s u b je c t  w ith  
th e  re m a rk  th a t th e  s ta m p s  re p re s e n t  a  lo c a l 
c h a r g e  fo r  p o r te ra g e , a n d  h a v e  litt le  in  c o m 
m o n  w ith  G o v e rn m e n t  p o s t a g e  s ta m p s .

B e lg ia n  P o s t  O ffices  in  C h in a  
IN  m a n y  o f  o u r c o n te m p o ra r ie s , b o th  E n g 
lis h  a n d  fo re ig n , in fo rm a tio n  h a s  b e e n  
p r in te d  d u r in g  th e  la s t  fe w  w e e k s  o f  c e r ta in  
B e lg ia n  s ta m p s , s a id  to  h a v e  b e e n  o v e r 
p r in te d  fo r  u se  in  B e lg ia n  P o s t a l  A g e n c ie s  
in  C h in a . T h e  re p o rt  th a t  s u c h  s ta m p s  h a d  
b e e n  iss u e d  w a s  c o n tra d ic te d  m o re  th a n  
o n c e , o n ly  to  b e  m e t b y  a  c o u n te r  a f f i r m a 
t io n  to  th e  c o n tra ry . T o  c le a r  th e  m a tte r  
u p , I th in k  I c a n n o t  d o  b e t te r  th a n  q u o te  th e  
fo llo w in g  le tte r  in  extenso ; it  is  a d d r e s s e d  to  
th e  e d ito r  o f  L A n n o n ce Tim brologique.

A ntwerp, it)Ju n e, 1908.
D e a r  M r . D e t h i e r ,

You m ake a  slight m istake in ca llin g  the 
person a rascal w ho circulated  reports o f  the 
installation  o f B elg ian  Post O ffices in C h in a, and 
w ho also stated that the 5, 10 , 25, and 50  cen
tim es stam ps o f Belgium  had been overprinted  
for their especial use.

In spite o f  all the official den ials accorded to 
M essrs. W hitfield K in g  &  C o . b y  the M inister o f  
Posts (by the w ay, this m atter is w ithin  the ju r is 
diction o f the M inister for F o reign  A ffa irs), le a n  
assure you that not on ly w as the inauguration o f 
the above-m entioned offices seriously  discussed, 
but essays were actu ally  prepared o f the o ver
printed B elgian  stam ps.

T h e  stam ps, as show n to m e, w ere overprinted 
w ith  the w ords c h i n e  and s p e c i m e n , but no 
value w as given  in C hinese characters.

I  am  also ab le to inform  you that the whole 
idea had to be abandoned, and kept as quiet as 
possib le, ow in g to a  protest lodged by one o f  the 
Pow ers which a lread y  has post offices in China.

. . .  I have this inform ation from a  person 
w hose position is such that he w ould be in posses
sion o f  a ll details on this subject, but I am  not 
perm itted to divulge his name or office to you.

(Sign ed) R . M o n n i e r .

S o  th e  m a tte r  is  q u ite  c le a r . S o m e  o f  o u r 
c o n t in e n ta l c o n te m p o ra r ie s  w e re  e v id e n tly  
sh o w n  s e ts  o f  the e s s a y s  re fe rre d  to  a b o v e , 
a n d , a s  is th e ir  w o n t, im m e d ia te ly  c h ro n ic le d  
th e  issu e . B y  th e  w a y , a s  th e  m a tte r  h a d  to  
b e  k e p t  a s  q u ie t  a s  p o s s ib le , I w o n d e r  i f  th e  
p u b lic ity  a c c o rd e d  to  it in  th e  p h ila te lic  
P r e s s  h a s  b e e n  th e  c a u s e  o f  a  m ild  flu tte r  in  
th e  p o lit ic a l d o v e c o ts  ?

“  N e w  I s s u e  ”  fo r  G r e a t  B r ita in  

T h e  L o n d o n  P h i la t e lic  E x h ib it io n  w a s  h e ld  
in  M a r c h , a b o u t  f iv e  m o n th s  a g o , a n d  y e t  
o u r  c o n tin e n ta l c o n te m p o r a r ie s  h a v e  n o t g o t  
to  th e  b o tto m  o f  th e  P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l ’s  
l it t le  jo k e . In  h is  o p e n in g  s p e e c h  h e  o ffe re d  
to  s e ll  a n y  s ta m p  c o l le c to r  tw e lv e  new  p e n n y  
s ta m p s  fo r  e ig h te e n  p e n c e  (o b v io u s ly  m e a n 
in g  unused ) ; h e  a ls o  to ld  u s  th a t  lit t le  jo k e  
a b o u t  a  m o u rn in g  s ta m p  w ith  a  b la c k  
b o rd e r . In  n e a r ly  e v e r y  c o n t in e n ta l jo u r n a l 
th e s e  tw o  s ta m p s  h a v e  b e e n  g r a v e ly  a n 
n o u n c e d  a s  n ew  issu es !  R e a l ly  w e  m u stn ’ t 
b e  to o  h a rd  o n  th e  g e n t le m a n  in  “ k i l t i e s ”  
in th e  fu tu re — y e  lu s t y  T e u to n  o r  d a p p e r  
F r e n c h m a n  b e a t s  h im  h o llo w .

N O T IC E . To a ll whom it  may con
cern. ■—  T h e  P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l  o f  G r e a t  
B r i t a in  is  N O T  g o in g  to  is s u e  a  n e w  id .  
s ta m p , n o r  a  m o u rn in g  s ta m p  1

Dcto Issues and Discoveries
B y  F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

/ should be most grateful f f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
Issues of stamps, new or projected. If possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once If 
desired, together with stamp for postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILLIP 8, 391 8 tran d , London, W.O.

B h o p a l. —  W e h a ve  been shown a i  an n a 
stam p o f  this Sta te  in Quito a n ew  design, w hich 
w e illustrate below . T h e perforation is som e
w hat irregular and gauges from 1 3  to 15 .

C e y lo n .— A  correspondent in Colom bo sends 
us the 6 cents in the new  design, and states that 
it w as first issued to the public on 2 3  Ju n e .

s*

1906. Type to. Wave paper Ko wmk. Pin-perj 
*3 t°  *5*

sot|t a., yellow.green.

93 J unk, 1908. Type 51. IVmk. Multiple Crown CA .
P e r f  14.

34o>6 c., carmine, Q<
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C o c h in .— W e have received a  la rge  stam p o f 

entirely new design for this Sta te . A  portrait o f 
K sh atriya, the head o f  the ru lin g fam ily, is shown 
on the stam p. T h e w aterm ark consists o f a  Conch 
Shell, som ew hat sim ilar to that used for T ra- 
van core; this w aterm ark  is used as K sh atriya  is 
the head o f both States. T h e  paper is rather 
thin w ove, an d the perforation gauges !4  and is 
fairly regular.

1906. Type xx surcharged as above. Per/, tx X i:} .
470
47*
47*
473
474
475
476 
<77
478
479
480

10 c., carmine-rose 
xaj c., slate-green.
15 c., orange-red.
3>c«, orange.
25 c., blue.
30 c-i olive-green.
37J c., green.
50 c., sepia.
87$ c., slate-blur, 

x fr., lavender.
3$ fr., orangs-vermilion.

new U npaid  L etter stam p w hich w e chronicled 
in our issue o f 25 A pril.

L e e w a r d  I s la n d s .— W e have received a  supply 
o f the 2d. on m ultiple, chalk-surfaced p a p e r ; it 
was issued about 24 Ju n e , or earlier.

7
J une, 1908. Type 7. Wtnk. M ultiple Crown C A. 

Per/. 14.
33|3d., lilac and ochre, C-

L u x e m b u r g ,— T h is  country h as apparen tly  
given up the use o f  stam ps perforated w ith  the 
word “  O fficiel,”  as M essrs. T h . Cham pion &  C o. 
send us a  set overprinted w ith  this w ord in black.

P a p u a .— A ccordin g to E w eris Weekly Stamp 
News ( 18 .7 .0 $ ) , the 6d ., chronicled in our issue 
o f last w eek as being perforated 1 1 ,  has also 
been seen perforated 1 2 J ,  lik e  the 4d.

6

1908. Type 6. Wmk. Crown and Per/. 13}. 
34l6d., black and mynle-green.

iC t'*

Offic ia l  Stamps. 1908. Type to surcharged with 
Type 58, in black. Per/, ta j, 13.

465
466
467
468
469

1 c , pearl-grey.
3 c., grey-brown.
4 c., olive-bistre.
5 C., green.
6 c., mauve.

P a r a g u a y .— O ur agent in  Asuncion k e e p  us 
w ell supplied w ith  new provisionals. T he latest 
consist o f  a  set o f  six o f  the O fficial stam ps sur
charged w ith  the new typ e  illustrated below , so 
as  to  m ake them  ava ilab le  as postage stam ps. 
W e h ave  also received a  10  c . in a  new colour.
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1908. Type 66 surcharged w ith  Type 44, in  black.
148
*49
150
1 50/T 
150^ 
i 5 0 f

5 c. on 10  c ., ochre.
5 c. on 10 c ., emerald-green. 
5 c. on 10 c ., reddish purple. 
5 c. on 30 c ., slate-grey.
5 c. on 30 c ., orange-yellow. 
5 c. on to  c ., orange-brown.

V ic t o r ia .— From  an  official collection formed 
in M elbourne we h ave recently purchased a 
block o f stam ps o f w hich we illustrate a  pair.

T hese are  the “ em blem s issu e 0 o f 18 5 8 , no 
w aterm ark , but “  serrated /p .”  T h is  serrated 
perforation is w ell know n  on the 6d ., orange- 
yellow , an d w as used in  18 5 7 -5 8 . T h e  2d. 
“ em b lem s”  w as issued in 18 5 8 , and it seem s 
probable that at least a  sheet o f  the em blem s w as 
serrated, and  this b lock  o f  s ix  stam ps w as 'kept 
in a G overnm ent office an d found pinned on to 
some d o cu m en ts; the pin-holes a re  through the 
right-hand low er stam p on the block.

W hat h as becom e o f  the rest o f  the sh eet? 
P ro bably  it w as issued, an d we thus have a  new 
variety  to look  for.

W e shall include th is new  and im portant d is
co very  in the C atalogu e, listing it after N o . 56.

S w it z e r la n d .— M ajo r W . J .  L is te r  has show n

ta *3 1868. N o  w m k. P er/, se rra ted  sq.
Type xa (Type 10  redrarvn). IVtnk. T yp e  13 . G ra n ite  

Paper. P e//, t i .
334<J 25 c ., blue.

56a!ad., lilac.

Connespondence
U r u g u a y ,  etc .

The E ditor o f “  Gibbons Stamp Weekly ”

D e a r  S i r ,— M y attention h as been draw n t o a  
letter written b y  “ G . °  criticizing m y letter to you 
published on 14  D ecem ber last. T h e  stam ps 
m entioned by me as reprints are undoubtedly such, 
and w ere printed from  the sam e p lates as the 
orig inals by M ege and A ubriot, who printed th is 
issue under contract to the Governm ent. “  P ap e l 
de a lg o d o n ”  w as used, and they w ere sold in im 
perforate sheets, but m an y have been perforated 
by o b lig in g  printers. T h ese  reprints were being 
printed o ff side by side w ith the orig inals until 
the G overnm ent got w ind o f  it and com pelled the 
printers to  hand over the p lates an d destroy the 
stock they had. It is o n ly  recently that I  cam e 
across these reprints. T h e  sam e firm had posses
sion o f the p late from  w hich the “ s o l”  stam ps 
were printed until 18 7 8 , when they were also 
requested to “ hand o v e r .”  W ith  reference to 
the A rgen tin e p aragraph , I  adm it the error I 
should h ave said the 1889  issue, not 1888. Further 
on your correspondent says, in referring to C or-

rientes, “ I  h a v e  a  num ber o f  these stam ps pur
chased a s  reprin ts.”  In  m y letter I  w ro te : 
“  R eprints are  said to ex ist , but I  h ave  never seen 
an y .’ O f course, I d id  not m ean to  im ply that 
because I  had  never seen a n y , therefore they could 
not exist. C oncerning the A rgentin e peso values 
with inverted  centres “ G . ”  raises an  interest
ing question to w hich I  am  unable to  rep ly  off
hand, but I  w ill m ake inquiries from  friends in 
Buenos A ires, and em body the result in m y next 
letter to you . C o n sid erin g , h o w ever, the high 
standing o f  th e com pany w hich printed this issue, 
I  do not th in k  it lik e ly  th ey  would stoop to such 
a  petty trick  a s  the one described. I t  m ust not 
be forgotten that although “ w e ”  are  only South 
A m erican  R epub lics our ph ilatelic  record is as 
clean as could be desired, an d i f  “ G . ”  and other 
correspondents could o n ly  see such cities as 
Buenos A ire s , R io  de Ja n e iro , an d M ontevideo I 
think they w ould be con siderably  astonished.

A . H . D a v i s .
M o n t ev id eo , at M ay, 1908.

Printed by W. B rendon & S on, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietori, Sta n ley  G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
1 August, t9o8.
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Countries of the tUorid
By W. PERCY BARNSDALL
Gambia— continued

IN  A u g u s t , 18 7 4 , th e  s ta m p s  w e r e  issu e d  
on w a te rm a rk e d  p a p e r . B o th  v a lu e s  
w e re  p r o b a b ly  sen t o u t to  th e  c o lo n y  a t  

the sa m e  t im e , b u t th e  4 d . d o e s  n o t a p p e a r  to  
have b e e n  o n  s a le  t i ll s o m e t im e  a f t e r  th e  6d . 
T h e w a te rm a rk  w a s  th e  S m a l l  C ro w n  a n d  
C C , a n d  a s  th e  p a p e r  c o n ta in in g  th is  w a s  
not m a d e  fo r  su c h  s m a ll p la te s  a s  th o s e  o f  
the G a m b ia  s ta m p s  th e  w a te rm a rk  is  fo u n d  
m ore o r  le s s  i r r e g u la r ly  p la c e d . T h e  p a p e r  
was m a d e  fo r  a  s h e e t  o f  2 4 0  s ta m p s  d iv id e d  
into fo u r  p a n e s  o f  s ix ty , th e s e  p a n e s  b e in g  
d iv id ed  v e r t ic a l ly  a n d  h o riz o n ta lly  b y  a  p la in  
m argin  w a te r m a rk e d  w ith  th e  w o rd s  “ C ro w n  
C o lo n ies,”  a n d  la te r , w h e n  th e  C ro w n  C A  
paper w a s  in tro d u c e d , w ith  th e  w o rd s 
“ C row n  A g e n t s .”  T h u s  fo r  th e  G a m b ia  
sheets f iv e  s ta m p s  w e re  p r in te d  o n  p a p e r  
d esign ed  fo r  s ix  s ta m p s , so  th a t  in  m a n y  
cases a  c o m p le te  w a te rm a rk  is n o t fo u n d , 
w hilst o n  s o m e  s ta m p s  p o rt io n s  o f  th e  le tte rs  
o f th e m a r g in a l w o rd s  m a y  b e  p e rc e iv e d . 
In th is is s u e  a ls o  th e  sh a d e s  v a r y .

August, 1874. As befort. but wmk. Crown C C.
Unused. Used 

s. d . f .  d.
4<J., brown . • . 50 o 45 o
6d.» blue . . . ♦ 35 o 35 o

In Ju n e , 18 8 0 , f iv e  fre s h  v a lu e s , s im ila r  in 
design  a n d  e x e c u tio n  to  th e  a b o v e , w ere  
issued, b u t w h ic h , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  4 d . an d  
6d., w ere  perforated. JThe p e r fo ra tio n  g a u g e s  
14, a n d  w a s  fir s t  d o n e  'b y  a  s in g le - lin e  
m achine a n d  a fte rw a rd s  b y  a  co m b -m a c h in e . 
T h e  w a te rm a rk s  in  th e se  s ta m p s  a r e  fo u n d  
either in  th e  u s u a l p o s it io n  o r  s id e w a y s . T h e  
sh ad es a r e  v a r ie d , b u t th e  m o st m a r k e d  a re

to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  J d .  a n d  4d . T h e  4 d . in 
th e  s e p ia  s h a d e  is  a  m o st d iffic u lt  s ta m p  to 
p ro c u re .

June, 1880. Wmk. Crown C C. Perf, 14.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
id., orange . 0 6 2 0
id., marone . . t 0 2 0
2d., rose . . 6 0 6 0
3d., ultramarine . 6 0 6 0
4d., brown * 35 0 6 0
6d., blue . . . 20 0 *5 0
is., green . • 5° 0 45 0

In  18 8 6  th e  w a te r m a rk  w a s  c h a n g e d  to  
C ro w n  a n d  C  A , a n d  a  2^ d . v a lu e  a d d e d  to  
th e  s e t  O n th e  la t te r  th e  v a lu e  is e x p re s s e d  
a s  2 $  p e n n y . T h e  firs t  d a te s  o f  issu e  
w e re  a s  fo llo w s  : M a y , 18 8 6 , 2 |d . a n d  3d . j 
J u ly ,  18 8 6 , 4 d .;  S e p te m b e r , 1 8 8 6 ,6 d .a n d  i s . ;  
M a r c h , 18 8 7 , ^ d ., id . ,  a n d  2d . T h e  w a te r 
m a r k  is  a lw a y s  s id e w a y s , a n d  th e  p e rfo ra tio n  
w a s  d o n e  b y  tw o  d iffe re n t c o m b -m a c h in e s , 
b o th  g a u g in g  1 4 .  A s  th e  s ta m p s  w e re  in 
c o u rs e  u n til 18 9 8 , it  is  n o t s u rp r is in g  th a t  a  
g r e a t  m a n y  s h a d e s  m a y  b e  fo u n d .

T h e  6 d . in  p a r t ic u la r  v a r ie s  v e r y  m u ch , 
a n d  th is  v a lu e  in  o liv e -g re e n  is p e rh a p s  the 
g e m  o f  th e  se t. I t  is  a  s c a r c e  s ta m p , b u t 
c o lle c to rs  m u st s e e  th e y  g e t  th e  r ig h t  s h a d e  
o f  o liv e , w h ic h  is  q u ite  a  p a le  y e llo w is h .

1886-7. tVmk. Crown CA. Perf. 14.

id ., green .

Unused. 
s. d.

. O 2

Used. 
s. d .

id., crimson O 6 —
ad., orange . I 3 2 O
2$d., ultramarine . O 9 t 6
3d., grey . . 1 6 2 6
4d., brown . I 3 2 0
6d., green . . . 2 0 —
ts., violet . , 2 6 5 ©

In  J a n u a r y ,  18 9 8 , th e  s a m e  v a lu e s  w e re  
iss u e d  in  th e  “ ta b le t  ty p e ,” th e  s ta m p s  b e in g  
e n g r a v e d  a n d  su rfa c e -p r in te d  b y  D e  L a  
R u e  &  C o . fro m  p la te s  o f  s im ila r  d e s ig n  e m 
p lo y e d  fo r  v a r io u s  B r it is h  c o lo n ie s . T h e
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w a te rm a rk  a n d  p e r fo ra t io n  re m a in e d  th e  
s a m e , b u t in  th is  c a s e ,  th e  s h e e ts  b e in g  o f  
r e g u la t io n  s iz e , th e  w a te r m a rk  fits  e a c h  
s ta m p , a n d  is  u p r ig h t . T h e  n a m e  a n d  
ta b le t  o f  v a lu e  a r e  in  th e  s e c o n d  c o lo u r  
g iv e n  b e lo w .

January, 1898. Wmk. Crtmin C A. Ptrrf. 14.
Unused. Used, 

x. d. x. d.
£d., dull green . . . 0 3  0 4
id., carmine . . . 0 6  0 6
ad., orange and mauve . 0 9  0 9
a£d., ultramarine . . 1 0  2 0
3d., mauve and ultramarine 2 0  2 0
4d., brown . . . 2 0  —
6d., bronze-green & carmine 2 6 —
is., violet and green . . 5 0  7 6

In  19 0 2  a  K in g ’ s  H e a d  s e r ie s  m a d e  its  
a p p e a ra n c e , a n d  w a s  o f  th e  fa m il ia r  d e s ig n . 
T h e  v a lu e s  w e re  th e  s a m e  a s  b e fo re , b u t  
e a r ly  in  19 0 5  n e w  d e n o m in a t io n s  o f  5d ., 7 | d . ,  
to d ., i s .  6 d ., 2 s . 6 d ., a n d  3 s .  w e re  a d d e d . 
T h e  la s t  tw o  se e m  to  b e  u n n e c e s s a ry , fo r  
a f te r  a  q u a n t ity  o f  th e se  v a lu e s  w e re  u tilize d  
fo r  p r o v is io n a ls  in  19 0 6 , la r g e  s to c k s  w e re  
s t ill o n  h a n d . T h e  w a te r m a rk , u n til 19 0 4 , 
w a s  t h e  o r d in a r y  S in g le  C r o w n  C A ,  b u t  in  
th is  y e a r  th e  m u lt ip le  v a r ie t y  w a s  p u t in to  
u se , a n d  m o st  v a lu e s  h a v e  a p p e a re d  s in c e  
w ith  t h is  w a te r m a rk . T h e  i s .  6 d ., 2 s . 6 d ., 
a n d  3 s . ,  a l l  o n  y e llo w  p a p e r , o n ly  e x is t  w ith  
th e  s in g le  w m k ., w h ils t  th e  3 d .,  7A d., a n d  io d . 
a r e  o n ly  k n o w n  w ith  m u lt ip le  w m k . N o n e  
o f  th e  v a lu e s  a r e  k n o w n  o n  t h e  ch alky  p a p e r . 
T h e  s d . ,  7 Ad., io d .,  i s .  6 d .,  2 s . ,  2 s . 6 d ., a n d  
3s . h a v e  th e  ta b le t  c o n ta in in g  v a lu e  p la in  
in s te a d  o f  lin e d , a n d  th e  n a m e  a n d  v a lu e  o r  
ta b le t  o f  v a lu e  a r e  in  s e c o n d  c o lo u r  a s  
b e fo re .

1902-6. Wmk. Crown CA. Perf. 14,
Unused, 

x. d.
Used. 
X. d.

gd., green . . . . 0 1 O 2
id., carmine 0 2 O 2
2d., orange and mauve 0 3 —

2&d., ultramarine * 0 4 —

3d., magenta and ultram. . 0 5 —

4d., brown ,, 0 6 —

S d . ,  grey and black . 0 7 —
6d., green and carmine 0 8 —

7i<*. .. .. 0 10 —

iod., brown and carmine . 1 1 —

. is., violet and green . 
is. 6d., green and carmine 1 4 —

on yellow . 5 O —
2s., slate and orange *
2s. 6d., purple and brown

2 8 —

on yellow
3s., carmine and green on

6 0 —

yellow . . . . 7 6 —

In  A p r i l ,  19 0 6 , th e  s t o c k  o f  $ d . a n d  id . 
s ta m p s  r a n  s h o rt , s o  4 5 0 0  o f  th e  2 s . 6 d . a n d  
3 6 0 0  o f  th e  3 s . w e r e  s u rc h a r g e d  H A L FP E N N Y 
a n d  o n e  p e n n y  r e s p e c t iv e ly . N o t h in g  p e r 
h a p s  n e e d  b e  s a id  a s  to  w h y  th e se  p a r t ic u la r  
v a lu e s  w e r e  a l lo w e d  to  ru n  d o w n . A c c id e n ts  
w ill h a p p e n  in  th e  b e s t - r e g u la te d  fa m ilie s ,

I a n d  u n til n o w  G a m b ia  h a d  b e e n  a  m o d e l 
fo r  o th e r  s ta m p - is s u in g  c o lo n ie s . B u t  th e  
s u b s e q u e n t  h a n d lin g  o f  th e s e  p ro v is io n a ls  
w a s , to  s a y  th e  le a s t  o f  it, s u sp ic io u s . 
W h e th e r  b y  c o n n iv a n c e  o f  th e  p o s ta l p e o p le  
o r  n o t, th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  is s u e  w a s  
c o rn e re d  lo c a l ly  a n d  h e ld  fo r  in f la te d  p r ic e s . 
S t e p s  w e r e  e f fe c tu a lly  ta k e n  b y  a l l  c o n c e rn e d  
to  p re v e n t  a n y  r e a c h in g  E u r o p e  a t  fa c e  
v a lu e . F r o m  th e  v a r io u s  a c c o u n ts  in  the 
p h ila te lic  P r e s s  it  w o u ld  s e e m  th a t  th e  p o sta l 
a u th o r it ie s  p la y e d  in to  th e  h a n d s  o f  the 
sp e c u la to r s . T h e s e  p r o v is io n a ls  w e re  “ o ffi
c ia l ly  ”  o n  s a le  fro m  th e  lo th  to  2 3 r d  A p r il , 
19 0 6 , a n d  th e  “ r e m a in d e r s ”  (h o w  m a n y  it 
c a n  b e  w o n d e re d )  w e re  b u rn t  in  O c to b e r ,
19 0 6 . F r e s h  s u p p lie s  o f  th e  o r d in a r y  J d .  
a n d  id .  s ta m p s  w e r e  re c e iv e d  a b o u t  th e  en d  
o f  A p r i l ,  19 0 6 .

HALF
P E N N Y

7

i

i

" ■  ONE PENNY
April, 1906. Stamps o f last issue surcharged* 

in  black.
Uoused. Used. 

s. d. x. d.
£d. on 25. 6d., purple and

brown on yellow . — —
id. on 3s. carmine and green 

on yellow . . . .  — —
( To be continued.)

PLBASB NOTB
the Prices quoted la the foregoing article are taken from oar publishers* latent Stock Books* ant 
arof therefore, the Price* at which Stanley Gibbon*, Ltd*, will have pleasure la supplying any 
of the stem pa that may he needed by any of our readers.
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Topical Hote$
B y  C H A R L E S  J .  P H I L L I P S
M a jo r  E v a n s ’s  W e e k ly

T H E  n u m b e r  o f  G . S . IV . d a t e d  2 5  J u l y  
la s t  w a s  th e  fir s t  n u m b e r  to  b e  is s u e d  
u n d e r  th e  e d ito r sh ip  o f  o u r  g o o d  

fr ien d  M a jo r  E .  B .  E v a n s .
T h e  s e r ia l  a r t ic le s  a p p e a r in g  in  th a t  

n u m b er w ill  b e  c o n tin u e d  in  th e  n u m b e r  
n e a re s t  th e  e n d  o f  e a c h  m o n th , a n d  in  lik e  
m an n e r th e  s e r ia l  a r t ic le s  in  th e  o th e r  w e e k s  
o f  e a c h  m o n th  w ill m is s  o n e  n u m b e r  a t  th e  
en d  o f  e a c h  m o n th .

M a n c h e ste r  E x h ib it io n , 19 0 9  

A  little b ir d  w h is p e rs  to  m e  th a t  th e  
E x h ib it io n  C o m m itte e  o f  th e  M a n c h e s te r  
B ra n c h  o f  th e  J u n io r  P h ila t e lic  S o c ie t y  
h a v e  c o lle c te d  th e  a m o u n t o f  c a p ita l r e 
q u ire d  to  c a r r y  th e ir  fo r th c o m in g  E x h ib i 
tion  th ro u g h . T h is  is  in d e e d  a  fe a t  in  
so  sh o rt a  t im e , a n d  it lo o k s  a s  i f  th e y  m e a n  
to t r y  to  b e a t  th e  h e a d -q u a r t e r s  e ffo rt. 
W e  w ish  th e m  a ll s u c c e s s  a n d  a  b ig  a t te n d 
an ce.

P ity  th e P o o r  D e a le r

D ea ler:  “  Y e s ,  s ir , w h a t  c a n  I s h o w  y o u  ? ” 
C ollector:  “  I fo rg e t  the s ta m p  I w an t, b u t 

sh o w  m e  a ll th e  s ta m p s  y o u  h a v e  in  s lo c k  
an d  p e rh a p s  1 s h a l l  r e m e m b e r  th e  o n e  I 
w a n t."

A  G o o d  T e s t im o n ia l

A well-known c o lle c to r— n e e d  I s a y , an  
Ir ish m a n  ?— w rite s  a s  fo llo w s  :—

D e a r  M r. P h i l l i p s ,
I f  quite convenient to yo u , you  m ight send 

me the nam e o f  a  solicitor w ho w ill accept service 
o f a  writ for dam ages to m y collection  caused b y  
the use o f  your patent “ W aterm ark  D etector." 
A s soon as  I  go t it I  tested a beautiful V ictoria  
id . 1 green , w m k. error double-lined figure “ 4 ,"  
value £ t  catalogue. T o  m y am azem ent your 
detector turned this stam p into a  p la in  id .,  green , 
wm k. double-lined figure “  1 , ”  a  c lean  loss to me 
on the spot o f  £ 5  16 s . T hen  I took a  fine 4 d ., 
G renada, w hich has figured as the proud bearer 
o f a “  B ro ad  S ta r  ”  w m k ., catalogued 7 0 s., unused. 
Your w icked m achine show ed it to  be w m k. 
Star N o . I .  I f  a sym pathetic Ir ish  ju ry  w on ’t 
give me handsom e dam ages in  th is case m y nam e 
is not . . .

M a n y  t h a n k s  fo r  s o  a m u s in g ly  p r o v in g  
the v a lu e  o f  a  s im p le  th in g  l ik e  a  w a te rm a rk  
d etecto r. W h a t  a  n u m b e r  o f  r a r e  v a r ie t ie s  
o f  w a te r m a rk s  m u st  e x is t  in  c o lle c tio n s  
w h ich  th e  o w n e rs  h a v e  c la s s e d  a s  c o m m o n  
v a r ie t ie s  th ro u g h  n o t  p o s s e s s in g  o n e  o f  th e se  
s im p le  li t t le  c o n tr iv a n c e s .

N a t io n a l W e ls h  S ta m p  
I t  is  a m u s in g  to  s e e  fo re ig n  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  
s e r io u s ly  n o t in g  th e  is s u e  o f  a  p a tr io t ic  la b e l 
fo r  W a le s ,  s im ila r  to  th a t  iss u e d  b y  th e  S in n  
F e in  p a r ty  in  I re la n d . O f  c o u rs e , su ch  
p la s te r s  h a v e  n o  p h i la te lic  v a lu e , n o r  h a v e  th e y  
a n y  p o s ta l o r  re v e n u e  u se . S u r e ly  p a tr io tism  
m u st  b e  v e r y  d o u b tfu l, i f  su ch  m e a n s  m u st 
b e  e m p lo y e d  to  k e e p  th e  p e o p le  to g e th e r . 
P e r h a p s  w e  s h a ll h a v e  l ik e  la b e ls  fo r  S o c ia l
ism  a n d  F e m a le  S u f fr a g e .

D e sc rip t io n  o f  N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s  a r ra n g e d  
a n d  p r ice d  d u r in g  th e  la s t  w e e k

B rittsh  C en tral a n d  South A fric a .
A  F A IR L Y  g o o d  b o o k  o f  th e se  tw o  p o p u la r  
c o u n tr ie s . In  B r it is h  C e n tra l A fr ic a  th e re  
a r e  so m e  v e r y  in te re s t in g  c o lo u r  t r ia ls  a n d  
e s s a y s  w h ic h  a r e  n o w  in  c o n s id e ra b le  d e 
m a n d . a n d  a m o n g s t  th e  ra r it ie s  a r e  s e v e r a l  
h ig h  v a lu e s  a n d  a  v e r y  fin e  id . ,  r e d  a n d  b lu e , 
o f  18 9 8 , w ith  th e  centre in verted . T h is  
s ta m p  is  r e a l ly  r a r e r  th a n  th e  fa m o u s  “  P o s t  
O ffice  ”  M a u r it iu s , a s  o n ly  o n e  ro w  o f  s ta m p s  
on  o n e  s h e e t  h a d  th e  e r ro r , a n d  it is  v e r y  
se ld o m  n o w  th a t a  fin e  c o p y  o f  th is  ra r ity  
c a n  b e  o b ta in e d .

In  th e  in te re s t in g  th in g s  in  B r it is h  S o u th  
A fr ic a  I n o te  th a t  in  th e  18 9 6  is s u e  th e re  is  
a  n ic e  lo t  o f  c o rn e r  s ta m p s  sh o w in g  th e  
v a r io u s  p la te  n u m b ers.

In  th e  p ro v is io n a l o f  A p r i l ,  18 9 6 , “ O n e 
P e n n y ”  o n  4 s ., th e re  is  th e  v a r ie t y  w ith  th e  
v a lu e  c a n c e l le d  b y  a  s in g le  b a r  in  p la c e  o f  
th re e  b a r s . T h is  is sh o w n  h e re  in  a  s in g le  
u n u se d , a n d  in  a  u s e d  p a ir ,  th e  u p p e r  s ta m p  
b e in g  n o rm a l a n d  th e  lo w e r  o n e  th e  e rro r . 
T h is  p a ir  is  d a te d  “  A p . 28 . 9 6 .”

B elg iu m .

A  g o o d  b o o k , v e r y  s t ro n g  in  th e  r a r e  u n 
u s e d  e a r ly  is s u e s , in c lu d in g  m a n y  s c a r c e  
s h a d e s . T h e  la te r  i s s u e s  a r e  a ls o  v e r y  c o m 
p le te  in  a l l  v a r ie t ie s  o f  s h a d e s  a n d  p e r fo ra 
t io n s , a n d  th is  b o o k  w ill  b e  fo u n d  o f  in te re st  
e v e n  to  a d v a n c e d  s p e c ia lis ts . M a n y  ra re  
m in o r  v a r ie t ie s  fro m  th e  B re it fu s s  C o lle c t io n  
h a v e  b e e n  in c lu d e d  in  th is  n e w  s to c k  b o o k .

A u stria .

T w o  v e r y  fin e  v o lu m e s , e s p e c ia l ly  s t ro n g  
in  u n u se d  a n d  a ls o  in  c u r io u s  p o s tm a rk s , 
e r r o r s , e tc . O f  th e  fir s t  t y p e , unused, th e re  
a r e  n o  le s s  th a n  1 1 4  s ta m p s , m o s t ly  c h o ic e  
s p e c im e n s  w ith  g u m , a n d  in c lu d in g  so m e  
fin e  b lo c k s  w ith  “ S t  A n d r e w ’s  C r o s s "  a t-

1
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ta c h e d  to  th e  n o rm a l s ta m p s . T h e  la t e r  
i s s u e s  in c lu d e  a  fin e  lo t o f  th e  r a r e  p e r fo ra 
t io n s  a n d  a  g o o d  m a n y  e r r o r s  th a t  a r e  n o t 
c a ta lo g u e d . T h e s e  n e w  s to c k  b o o k s  in 
c lu d e  m a n y  fin e  s ta m p s  in  A u s t r ia  fro m  
th e  M a n n , B re it fu s s , a n d  H o r a k  c o lle c 
tio n s.

B ritish  E a s t  A fric a  a n d  Z a n zib ar.
A  g o o d  a n d  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  b o o k , c o n ta in 

in g  a  n u m b e r  o f  s c a r c e  s ta m p s , s u c h  a s  th e  
e r r o r s  “  Z a n z ib a r ,”  “  Zanzibar,”  e tc .

W A T E R M A R K  D E T E C T O R
Many Collectors experience great difficulty in 

detecting the Watermarks in some Stamps, such as 
Barbados Stars, United States, 1904 issues, etc. etc. 
We have therefore put into stock a small con
trivance for holding Benzine, which does not affect 
either the colour or the gum on a Stamp, and re
veals the watermark instantly. This is a most 
useful little article and is in constant use in our 
offices every day of the year.

Price is.; post-free in Great Britain, is. ad. 
Stanley Gibbons, L td ,
391 Strand, Loodon, W.C.

Twentieth Centuny Colonials
B Guide to tbe Postal Hdbcsivcs of tbe British Empire 
Issued during tbe first Six Years of tbe Twentieth Century 
(January, 1901-3 unc, 1907) ]
W r i t t e n  a n d  C o m p i l e d  b y  D. B. ARMSTRONG l
P A R T  I I —continued (C O P Y R IG H T  R E S E R V E D .} jj

British Possessions in Asia—continued
B r it is h  E m p ire  in  In d ia —continued 
N a t iv e  S t a t e s —continued 
N a b h a

T H E  n a m e  o f  th is  S t a te  is  so m e t im e s  
w ritten  N a r b a l ,  but N a b h a  is  th e  t itle  
u n d e r  w h ic h  it is o f fic ia lly  k n o w n , a n d  

is  th e  fo rm  w ith  w h ic h  its  s ta m p s  a r e  o v e r 
p r in te d . I t  is  o n e  o f  the C is - s u t le j S t a te s  o f  
th e  P u n ja b , a n d  is  s itu a te d  in  th e  n o rth 
e a s te r n  se c tio n  o f  th a t p ro v in c e . V e r y  little  
a p p e a r s  to  b e  k n o w n  a b o u t it , e x c e p t  th a t  its  
a r e a  is  9 36  s q u a re  m ile s  .and it i s  s a id  to  
h a v e  a  p o p u la tio n  o f  97 ,949.

T h e  S ta te  c a m e  u n d e r  th e  in flu e n c e  o f  th e  
In d ia n  G o v e rn m e n t  th ro u g h  its  R a ja h  a p p ly 
in g  fo r  B r it is h  p ro te c t io n  a g a in s t  o n e  R a n jit  
S in g h , w h o  w a s  th re a te n in g  to  s e iz e  h is  
te r r ito r ie s , th is  r e q u e s t  b e in g  g r a n te d , a n d  
th e  R a ja h  b e in g  c o n firm e d  in  th e  p o s se ss io n  
o f  h is  d o m in io n s  b y  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  o f  
In d ia , w ith  w h o m  h e  e n te re d  in to  a n  a l l ia n c e  
b y  w h ic h  th e  S t a t e  c o n tr ib u te s  a  c e r ta in  
n u m b e r  o f  t ro o p s  to  th e  In d ia n  a r m y  u p o n  
d e m a n d , a n d  in  v ir tu e  o f  w h ic h  its  R a ja h  
p a y s  n o  tr ib u te  to  th e  V ic e r o y .

T h e  ru le rs  o f  N a b h a , w h o  h a v e  a lw a y s  d is 
p la y e d  e x tre m e  lo y a lt y  to  th e  B r it is h  C ro w n , 
in  c o n tra s t  to  th o s e  o f  m o st o f  th e  o th e r  N a t iv e  
S t a t e s  o f  In d ia , p o s s e s s  th e  fu l l p o w e r  o f  life  
a n d  d e a th  w ith in  t h e ir  o w n  te r r ito r ie s , a n d  
th e  d e a th  s e n te n c e  a s .  p a s s e d  b y  th e  R a ja h  
o f  th e  S ta te  d o e s  n o t re q u ire  c o n firm a tio n  b y  
th e  In d ia n  G o v e r n m e n t  

T h e  c a p ita l i s  th e  c ity  o f  th e  s a m e  n a m e , 
s itu a te d  o n  th e  R a jp u r a - E h o t u n d a  R a i lw a y ,  
a n d  h a v in g  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  17 ,0 0 0 .

C urrency.— S a m e  a s  In d ia .
S t a m p s  fir s t  is s u e d  in  18 8 5 .

N a b h a  w a s  th e  o n ly  C o n v e n t io n  S t a te  th a t  
d id  n o t h a v e  a n y  o f  th e  Q u e e n ’s  H e a d  
Indian  s ta m p s  o f  19 0 0  in  th e ir  n e w  c o lo u rs  t 
o v e r p r in te d  fo r  its  u se . T h e  fir s t  fiv e  v a lu e s  
o f  th e  K in g ’s  H e a d  s e r ie s  w e re  is s u e d  a t  th e  ' 
e n d  o f  A p r i l ,  19 0 3 ,  a n d  th e  re m a in in g  fiv e  in  i 
S e p t e m b e r  o f  th a t  y e a r .  T h e  is s u e  c a l ls  fo r  I 
l it t le  n o te  e x c e p t in g  th a t  th e  e a r ly  p r in t in g s  | 
a p p e a r  to  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  in  a  v e r y  c a r e le s s  
m a n n e r , in s ta n c e s  o f  b ro k e n  a n d  m is p la c e d  
le t te r s  b e in g  fre q u e n t , a n  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  | 
o c c u r re n c e  o f  w h ic h  is g iv e n  in  a  p re v io u s  
s e c t io n  h e a d e d  “  In d ia n  N a t iv e  S t a t e s .”

N A B H A
STATE

1903.

Regular R in g’s H ead series o f India o f previous 
year. IVm i. Star. Perf. 14 . Typographcd 
by Messrs. De L a  Rue &P Co., in  London, and 
overprinted n a b h a  s t a t e  in  tall, thin sans- 
se rif capitals, in  two lines, in  black, at the foot 
o f the stamp. Surcharged in  complete sheets o f 
240 at the Government o f India Central P rin t
ing Office, Calcutta. Dates o f issue given in  
brackets.

3  p ies, grey  (issued A p ril, 1903).
|  an n a, pea-green (issued A p r il, 1903).
1  „  carm ine (issued A p ril, 1903).
2  an n as, purple (issued A p r il, 1903).
3  „  orange brow n (issued A p ril, 19 03).
4  „  olive-green (issued A u gu st, 19 0 3).
6  „  bistre (issued Septem ber, 19 03).
8  „  m agenta (issued A ugust, 1903).

1 2  , ,  purple on red (issued Septem ber, 1903).
1  rupee, carm ine an d green (issued A u gu st, 19 03).
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Shades.
Early in 1906 the 3 pies and 2 annas 

denominations of the current Indian series, 
in their new shades, were likewise over
printed as above for use in this State.

3 pies, blue-grey instead of grey.
2 annas, mauve instead of purple.

Varieties.
The subjoined is a list of the more promi

nent varieties of surcharge which occurred 
on all sheets of the early printings of the 
King’s Head stamps of this State, but were,
I presume, corrected in all subsequent print
ings of these and of the higher denomination 
stamps.

Small second “ a ”  in nabha . N o. 191 on shed.
3 pies, grey.
4 anna, pea-green.
1 ,, carmine.
2 annas, purple.
3 ,, orange-brown.

Apostrophe between “  N ”  and “ a ”  of nabha .
No. 228 on sheet.
3 pies, grey.
4 anna, pea-green.
1 ,, carmine.
2 annas, mauve.
3 „  orange-brown.

“  I ”  instead of second “  t  ”  in s t a t s . No. 13 
on sheet.

4 anna, pea-green.

Official Issues.
Seven King’s Head stamps have been 

overprinted for official use in Nabha State, 
six being issued in June, 1903, and the re
maining one being added in the same month 
of 1906. As in the case of Jhind, the 3 pies 
value in its first shade was not surcharged 
for official use, but appeared with this 
overprint in the blue-grey shade of the 1905 
printing. Owing to the very small com
munity making use of these stamps they are 
very hard to obtain, although they are 
current at the present time, this being 
especially the case with the Official stamps, 
which, as has been explained before, are 
only affixed to official communications sent 
out of the State ; and this State being of 
somewhat lesser importance than the other 
Convention States, probably has fewer deal
ings with the outside world, and that is why 
the current Official stamps of Nabha are 
priced slightly higher than those of the 
other Convention States.

8ERVICE

NAS H*
STATE

1903-6.
K ings Head stamps of India, 1902, already sur

charged nabha STATE as above, additionally 
overprinted SERVICE in tall, thin sans-serif 
capitals, in one line in black near the top of the 
stamp, fo r official purposes. Otherwise as before. 
Dates of issue given in brackets.
3 pies, blue-grey (issued June, 1906).
4 anna, pea-green (issued June, 1903).
1 „  carmine (issued June, 1903).
2 annas, purple (issued June, 1903).
4 ,, olive-green (issued June, 1903).
8 ,, magenta (issued J  une, 1903).
1 rupee, carmine and green (issued June, 1903).

The 12 annas denomination chronicled by 
many stamp journals as having been issued 
last summer (1907), although prepared for 
issue, has not yet been placed on sale.

Varieties.
The following varieties of overprint occur 

in the Official series of this State, but with 
one exception I have no information as to 
what position they occupy on the sheets, or 
as to whether they are constant in all print
ings, but presume that, like those occurring 
on the stamps with the ordinary surcharge, 
they were rectified in later printings.

Space between “  H ”  and “  A ”  in nabha.
4 anna, pea-green.
1 ,, carmine.

Space between “  s ” and “  E ”  of service ; also 
tall “  s ”  in that word. No. 129 on sheet.

4 anna, pea-green.
1 ,, carmine.
2 annas, purple.

Error.
The four annas value of the Official series 

of Nabha, King’s Head, has been chronicled 
with a double surcharge, there being two 
overlapping impressions of all the letters of 
the overprint excepting the “  a ” o f state, of 
which the lower portion only shows, and 
that but once. No mention is made, how
ever, as to whether a complete sheet existed 
in this condition, or if not, as to what posi
tion the stamp with the double surcharge 
occupied on the sheet from which it was 
taken.

Double Overprint.
4 annas, olive-green.

{To be continued.)
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The Postal System
and Stamps of morocco — c o n tin u e d

3 cent, on 3 pf. brown.
5 5 ,, green.

10 ,, 10 ,, red.
25 „  20 ultramarine.
3°  25 ,, black and orange on yellow.
35 .. 3° „ „  ,, on buff.
5° .. 40 ,, carmine.
60 „  50 >1 ,, lilac on buff.

1 pes. on 80 »1 ,, carmine on rose.
i p. 25 c. on 1 mk.. carmine.
2 p. 50 c. „ 2 „  blue.
3 P- 75 c. „ 3 ,, violet.
6 p. 25 c. „ 5 ,, lake and black.

B y  OTTO R O M M EL, Doctor o f Law . Translated by F R A N K  P H IL L IP S
III . Stamps of the German Post Offices—co»t.

IN 1905 a used copy of the 50 ccntimos, 
black, on 40 pfennige, black on red- 
violet, was discovered with an inverted 

“ e ” in the word “ Centimos.”  It was re
ported in one of the German philatelic jour
nals as an inverted “ t,” but that is probably 
nothing but a printer’s error.

There was a new printing of the surcharge 
on the 5 pf. about the middle of 1905, as the 
stock was nearly exhausted. A  mistake was 
made in setting up the surcharge, as it ap
peared in Gothic instead of in Latin charac
ters. Altogether 220 sheets were so sur
charged, making 22,000 stamps, which were 
first issued about the end of September,
1905. However, on 30 September, 1905, 
the new stamps inscribed D EU T SC H ES R EIC H  
were placed on sale, and before then about
18,500 of the above-mentioned error had 
been sold, the remainder being held at the 
disposal of the Morocco Post Offices by the 
Government Printing Office in Berlin. A c
cording to the official gazette (Deutsche 
Verkchrszeiiung), all the stamps inscribed 
R ElC H SPO ST  and surcharged for Morocco, 
which were in the keeping of the Govern
ment Printing Office, were ordered to be 
destroyed in February, 1907. Are we to 
believe that these so-called “ stamps of a 
day,” 3500 of them, were consigned to the 
flames with the rest ? I hardlv think so !

atocco
5<Scnlimo!

%
8

l i f e f e t a

§
MTCO.CCO

From 1906 these stamps commenced to 
appear on paper showing the well-known 
multiple Lozenge watermark, but up to the 
time of going to press the 30 c., 60 c., 
I pes., and 3 p. 75 c. have not made their 
appearance, as stamps are only issued on 
watermarked paper as the old stock on un
watermarked paper is used up.

IV . Stamps of the Spanish Post Offices
Those who specialize in the stamps of 

Morocco will have to include in their col
lections the ordinary stamps of Spain, which, 
since 1864, were used by the Spanish Postal 
Agencies in Morocco, they being cancelled 
with a special obliterating stamp. Very 
little research has been made with regard to 
what Spanish stamps were so used, what 
quantity was used, and what form or forms 
of obliterating stamp were employed ; there 
is certainly a  great deal to be done in this 
direction.

A s the Moroccan currency was identical 
with that of Spain, there seems to have been 
absolutely no need for a special issue. Later 
on, however, there began to be an appreci
able difference between the Moroccan cur
rency and the rising currency of Spain 
during the reign of King Alfonso. It 
then became necessary to issue special post
age stamps for Spanish Agencies in Moroc
co, so a 15 centimos, blue, o f the 1889 issue,

1905. Contemporary stamps of Germany, as 
previous illustrations, but inscribed DEUTSCHES 
REICH instead o f r e i c h s i 'OST, surcharge in black 
(red on 3 marks) as illustrations.

was prepared at the beginning of 1893 by 
surcharging it in two lines; the surcharge 
read espana CORREOS in one line, and
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15 c t s . m a r r u e c o s  in another. This stamp 
was never issued, and must be considered 
as a proof.

On 1 January, 1903, four stamps were 
issued surcharged diagonally from left to 
right with CO RREO  ESPAN O L M A RRU ECO S in 
two lines. The stamps overprinted were 
three values of the King Alfonso issue of
1900-1 for postage stamps, and also blocks 
of four o f the small imperforate stamp of 
1872-7 for use as a Newspaper stamp.

1 Jan., 1903. Stamps o f Spain, overprinted in 
carmine (in black on the 10 c.). Perf, 14.

S c., green.
10 c., red.
25 c., blue.

Newspaper Stam p . 1 Jan. , 1903. Block of 
four, overprinted in carmine. Imperf. 

i c., green.

There are no errors in the above stamps, 
and the information given on page 1150  of 
the 1905-6 edition of the French Catalogue 
Officicl, that in the 5, 10, and 25 c. the third 
stamp in each sheet of 200 shows a “  1 ”  in 
front of the word c o r r e o  is incorrect. On 
the other hand, Dr. May has informed me 
of copies—indeed, he has laid some before 

j me—in which there has been an overinking 
I of the surcharge, or perhaps the plate has 
! got dirty, so that vertical bars of colour show 
j in the overprint. In all three of the values 
I mentioned above the third stamp in the first 
| horizontal row frequently shows traces of 
I such a bar immediately before the “  M ” in 
j M ARRUECO S. This variety may be found, in 
■ the 5 c., in stamps occupying other positions 
| on the sheet, more particularly on the second j stamp in the second row and on the first 
| stamp in the sixth row. Sometimes some

thing resembling just the edges of a project
ing quad appears to have got inked, it then 
showing in the overprint as two fine vertical 
lines in front of the “ M.” This particular 
variety is generally found on the 10 and 25 c., 
and in the later value is sometimes joined 
right on to the “  M.”

Traces of similar lines may also be found 
preceding the word CO RREO, in the 5, 10, 
and 25 c., on the first stamp each in the 
second and fourth rows. On the second 
stamp in the fourth row, in the 5 c. only, 
there is a thick horizontal bar over the “  M,”  
which projects to the left of it the distance 
of another letter.

Postal methods and means during 
the American Civil lilat*, 1861-5
B y  W. WARD (a l l  r ig h t s  r e s e r v e d .)

Freightage of the Mails—continued
(ii) Interior—continued

T O add to the elemental dangers, there 
would be hordes of Red I ndians only too 
glad to secure a scalp to add to their 

collections, as a philatelist is to obtain a variety 
of a stamp. The horse would be a useful 
gain; but the most precious of all—the post— 
would probably be cast aside as useless, not 
being of sufficient attraction to a savage 
only realizing life and the necessaries for 
the upkeep of life. Again, there would be 
bands of white thieves only too ready to 
plunder a  lone individual for the gain of his 
personal assets, pr a cluster of escaped 
negroes all too ready to seize a man, whether 
he were of the Federal Or Confederate cause, 
so that they would be able to hand him over 
to the opposite side in return for an odd 
dollar or so, after they had conveniently in
vestigated his personal goods and clothing.

The exertion of a hard ride would have 
disastrous effects upon the horse, which, if 
not at once dying, would become sufficiently 
lame to be useless, and so mean many a long 
mile’s tramp for the unfortunate postboy.

Ad Finem
“  Men may come and men may g o ” is a 

Tennysonian line that applies to all worldly 
things and happenings. As conditions of 
the great American civil troubles became 
worse the end came nearer. Towards the 
end of the year 1864 the want of daily 
necessities, besides financial aid, begat the 
beginning of the end for the Confederate 
cause. Armies must be fed and paid if a 
successful campaign is to be carried out. 
Had Russia provided a commissariat for her 
troops in the far East as would have been 
done for a British expedition, the Land of 
the Rising Sun, instead of jumping forth
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into a prominent Power, would have re
mained just the country that the man in the 
street knows as the place where everything 
is paper or papier-m&chd. So with the 
Confederates and the Nationals, the latter 
carried the day with superiority of finances 
and food.

Thus, in the closing days of ’64, we find 
General Sherman closely pressing in the 
west, and General Grant moving in line 
from the east, gradually but surely closing 
up the Confederate generals, Johnson ana 
Jackson.

The Confederates were not the only ones 
who had to maintain a regular communica
tion, for two routes were maintained by the 
Northerners between Grant and Sherman— 
one overland through the States of the Caro- 
linas and the other by a sea route via Savan
nah. The latter course was only taken up 
after the Confederates had relinquished their 
activity at sea.

On 14 February, 1865, the Nationals 
secured the first great move in the bringing 
about of the close of hostilities by the de
struction of the Columbia to Charleston rail
road. At the latter place Sherman gave 
Howard orders to take possession, but to 
spare all colleges, schools, dwellings, civil 
buildings, and, if possible, keep intact the 
postal service.

Less than a couple of months afterwards— 
on Sunday, 2 April, to be exact—Richmond 
was set in a state of excitement by the re
ceipt of the news of the nearness of the 
National Army. The Confederate President, 
Davis, knew that he would be obliged to 
evacuate, and, in order to leave nothing of 
value behind, he immediately gave orders for 
the destruction by fire of all Confederate 
archives, stamps, paper money, etc., that 
could not be carried away with any degree 
of safety.

Davis, at the time of the receipt of the 
news and the giving of the above-mentioned 
order, was attending service at his church.

Later on in the day the inhabitants of 
Richmond were advised to destroy all stores 
and anything that might prove of utility 
to the enemy, Davis thereby repeating the 
famous burning of Moscow, in order to 
hamper the Federals.

Liquor was thrown away, houses and 
stores burst open, but no attention was paid 
to the earlier order for the destruction of the 
bills and stamps. They were prepared in 
heaps in front of the Treasury ready to be 
set fire to, but evidently the shortness of the 
time and the more necessary destruction of 
the State documents were the cause of the 
non-compliance. A  westerly breeze soon 
divided the heaps,and bank-notes and stamps 
were flying about in all directions, the in
habitants paying no heed to such worthless 
matter, as it would be in their eyes, when at

the moment their sole ambition was to place 
as great a distance as possible between 
themselves and the enemy.

Davis retreated with all possible speed to 
Danville, where he temporarily took up the 
shattered remains of his Government. The 
Secretary of the Treasury opened a depart
ment of the bank and attempted to re
establish the prestige of the Confederacy by- 
exchanging silver coin for the Southern 
notes. In this manner he wasted about 
$40,000 of good, hard coin, giving one dollar 
o f the latter for seventy of the paper. He 
was obliged, however, to discontinue, as the 
population was too widely foresighted to en
courage the attempt to carry the war on 
much longer.

I may mention a point of philatelic in
terest, that just previous to the evacuation of 
Richmond, the printers of the Confederate 
postage stamps, Messrs. Archer and Daly, 
found themselves unable to continue the 
supplies for want of materials. They forth
with turned the plates over to Messrs. Keat- 
inge and Ball, of Columbia, South Carolina, 
and made a request that the latter firm put 
their name upon the sheets as a  means of 
identification for the checking of the postal 
accounts. Even the new printers ran short 
of materials, and ink and paper had to be 
sent from Richmond. All sorts of paper 
were used, and the gum was evidently bought 
up from all the various chemists and dry- 
salters in the town, for the stamps had many 
different kinds and colours of adhesive mat
ter. The new value, one cent, bearing the 
portrait o f Calhoun, was also printed, but 
too late to put into use. This stamp in par
ticular will be found in a variety of shades, 
due to its being among those thrown away 
just previous to the evacuation of Richmond, 
and the action of the exposure to the ele
ments, the orange colour of the ink being 
easily affected.

It was in the same month, April, 1865, 
that a famous incident happened at Raleigh. 
On the 25th a mail train was just about 
to leave when orders were received from 
General Sherman for its detention, as a most 
important message had just been received 
over the wires, and probably many additional 
communications would have to be added to 
its freight. The message had come from 
Washington by way of Morehead City, but 
what it was was known only to the operator 
and Sherman. The Confederate general, 
Johnson, was in the vicinity with his army, 
and Sherman at once sent a messenger to 
him with a request for a parley. Johnson at 
once complied, and they met at a small farm 
between the opposing armies. The Na
tionalist asked Johnson whether he was pre-

ared to sign for peace, but the latter assured
im, Sherman, that he had no intentions in 

that respect. Sherman then handed him the
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message he had received that morning from 
Morehead City, and upon reading it Johnson 
turned ghostly white, sank into a chair, and 
for many minutes did not speak. That 
message contained the news of the assassi
nation of Abraham Lincoln, revered and 
respected by Federal and Confederate alike. 
Johnson repudiated the suggestion that any 
Confederates had instructed the author of 
this regrettable crime—an itinerant actor 
named Booth—for such a course. He said 
that to ensure the good name of the Con
federacy he would there and then come to 
terms for the signing of peace. Johnson 
was as good as his word, for he surrendered 
on 26 April, 1865, at Raleigh, North Caro
lina.

Thus the mail train that had been pre
vented from continuing its journey on the 
previous day carried, for the most part, a 
totally different communication for the heads 
of the Government at Washington.

Davis, the President, however, did not 
coincide with Johnson, for he refused to 
throw up his post. Late one night Danville 
was surprised by the Nationals, but sur
rendered without a single instance of blood
shed. Davis and his wife were successful 
in escaping to a farm some miles away, 
where they remained safely for a few days. 
However, early one morning mounted troops 
were seen coming up the road from the east. 
Mrs. Davis, with a woman’s ready wit in 
such moments, threw a gown round her 
husband, placed a bonnet over his head and 
a pail in his hands, and told him to go down 
to the well and thence escape once more. 
The ruse succeeded, for the soldiers took no 
notice of what appeared to be a servant

going for water, and thus Davis again got 
aw ay ; but his freedom was short-lived, as 
he was captured a few days afterwards.

A  terrible struggle was therefore brought 
to an abrupt finish by the premature death 
of a great man. No American President is 
allowed to put himself within the theatre of 
hostilities, else, maybe, historians would have 
had a different happening to record, for Lin
coln had expressed the wish to visit the 
South during the war.

For several months after the settlement of 
peace the mails were in the hands of the 
various troops of the National Army, as it 
was some little time before the post offices 
could be re-established under the Federal 
regime.

No history of the means and modes of the 
conveyance of the mails since the advent of 
prepayment of postage, unless it be that 
of the great Boer War of our own times, has 
equalled, for variety and endeavour, that 
of the American Civil W ar of the early 
sixties. To compare, however, the South 
African war with the American would be 
impossible on account of the great difference 
of conditions. The former, at some future 
date, I may be able to detail, but for the 
present I trust my delineation of the postal 
affairs during a great struggle between two 
sections of one race has proved of interest 
to those of my co-hobbyists who, like my
self, derive much fascination from the re
cords of the course of issue of certain 
postage stamps other than the merely dry 
accumulative gathering together of printed 
designs which, in many instances, have a 
much too hackneyed similarity in size, style, 
and general appearance.

Tbe Genus Homo in Philately — continued
B y  BERTRAM W. H. POOLE

HA Y T I furnishes us with another ex
ample of the incompetence of the 
negro to “ run” a country on civil

ized lines. The inhabitants of this republic 
are the descendants of the negro slaves im
ported into the island by the early French 
settlers, who freed themselves at the time 
of the French Revolution.

They are of mixed Bantu and Sudanese 
descent, with a cross of white blood. A

debased French is the language of the 
Haytians, and, while Roman Catholicism is 
the official religion, Vaudoux or snake wor
ship, with its attendant villainous rites, has 
still a  firm hold on the greater part of the 
people. Revolutions, with their accompany
ing bloodshed, are of almost everyday occur
rence, for, as a recent writer pithily observes, 
politics are “  practically the only healthy in
dustry on the island.”

A s is the case with the Liberians, the 
niggers of Hayti are filled with a  large 
amount of self-con
ceit. The army of 
8000 men is com
posed chiefly o f gen
erals — indeed, no 
one is happy with
out a high-sounding 
title. Even the Cus
toms officers have a
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uniform like that o f a commander-in-chief, 
although it most likely is filthily dirty and 
ragged. The “ military men,”  like most of 
the other inhabitants, wear no boots, but 
this trifling detail does not prevent their 
wearing spurs, which they affix to their bare 
feet. The character of the Haytians is well 
summarized by a recent writer as “ a mockery 

-of civilization where African savagery and 
fetishism are veneered over by a  little French 
polish and plenty of gold lace.”

The inhabitants o f the neighbouring re
public of Santo Domingo (Dominican Re

public) are likewise descendants of African 
slaves who were originally imported soon 
after the discovery of the island by Columbus. 
Owing to American influence they are better 
governed than their Haytian neighbours, and 
have acquired a larger veneer of civilization.

Returning again to the Dark Continent, 
other interesting members of the Ethiopic

division of mankind are found in the colony 
of French Guinea. These are typical negroes, 
with thick lips, woolly hair, etc. Indeed, 
these characteristics are so prominent that 
an attempt has been made to restrict the 
name of negro to the natives o f this part of 
Africa. They are a muscular people and 
are warlike and courageous. The religion 
is fetishism, and, before the influence of 
Europeans was as strong as it is now, this 
was responsible for an appalling amount of 
cruelty and human sacrifice. Some o f the 
rites of this Ewe religion, as it is called, sur
vive in Hayti and other West Indian islands.

Before leaving this survey of the Ethiopic 
members of the human family, we must 

refer to the inhabitants 
of Madagascar, known 
a s  th e M a la g a sy . 
Around the origin and 
classification of these 
people much learned 
ethnological discussion 
has taken place. There 
is now little doubt, 
however, that the ori
ginal people of the

island were of Malay blood. These early 
inhabitants mixed with the negroes and 
Arabs, and the influence of this admixture 
is apparent both in the people and their 
language.

The last of the four great divisions of man
kind is the American, which comprises the 
three great families that inhabit the American 
continent. These families are divided into 
hundreds of tribes, but un
fortunately, with the excep
tion of a few of the stamps 
of the United Starts and 
one of French Guiana, no 
representatives are shown on 
the stamps of this portion 
of the globe. True, Indians 
are shown on the stamps of 
the “ Arm s” type of Jamaica, but these are 
really allegorical, and not members of any 
particular tribe or family of the genus homo.

The tribes of South America are mostly 
very primitive in their habits and customs, 
and the natives of French Guiana are no 
exception to this rule. Physically they are 

a weak race, and require to 
recuperate after any unusual 
toil by several days’ lounging 
in their huts. As a rule, 
their dress is scanty in the 
extreme, and even those 
natives who have adopted 
European clothes discard 

their garments with the greatest alacrity 
if they feel them at all irksome. They are 
a short-lived people, being old at forty, and 
rarely surviving to the age of sixty. Cleanli
ness is a  pleasing feature of the majority 
of the people, this being due to frequent 
baths, which, by the way, are always taken 
immediately after meals.

For a long time after the first European 
settlements were made on the east coast 
o f North Ameri
ca the “  red
skins” were quite 
unaffected by the 
menace o f West
ern civilization.
Indeed, at first 
they harassed 
the whites in 
every possible way, and showed themselves 
fearless, ferocious, and crafty enemies.

Gradually they have been driven farther and 
farther back by the white man, till now they
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are mostly restricted to definite “  reserves,” 
where they are supported by the Govern
ments of the United States and Canada. 
Unsuited to the restraints and trammels

of civilized life, and displaying a marked 
inaptitude for the pursuit of agriculture, the 
“ red man," even on these reserves, is slowly 
but gradually dying out. They may best be 
described as a slim, copper-coloured people,

with lank black hair, and more closely ap
proaching the Mongol type than the Negroid 
or Caucasian.

Space prevents any reference to the cus
toms and habits of the interesting tribes 
comprised in the North American branch 
of the Indians. There is, however, one 
noteworthy feature we should mention, and 
that is the striking capacity of these people 
to withstand intense cold with a very scanty 
supply of clothing. Many of them go about 
half naked even in midwinter. An old 
Indian, when questioned as to the reason 
of this capacity of withstanding cold, replied 
that as the faces of Europeans could stand 
exposure to all weathers, his own people 
were not troubled by the elements, even 
when half clad, because their persons were 
“ all face.”

Government matters Philatelic
Another Official Statement

MO ST of us for years past have steadily 
denounced in the philatelic Press 
various commemorative and provi

sional issues with a more or less strong 
denouncement. Still more have we be
moaned the fact that our own Government 
did not take any notice of the offending 
Post Offices in the British Empire.

We all thought that such “ goings o n ” 
were winked at by those in office on account 
of the little extra money derived from the 
sale, and of which a portion found its way 
into the Revenue coffers. It will be an 
agreeable surprise for those readers who 
have got tired of this making of capital out 
of their hobby by anything but fair methods 
— and who has not? — by an important 
piece of news. The gentlemen who were 
at the bottom of the Seychelles, Gambia, 
Morocco, Maldives, Straits, and Brunei- 
cum-Labuan, and many other little personal 
flotations, have not rested or retired upon 
their ill-gotten gains. The statement of the 
Colonial Office head—the Earl o f Crewe—a 
few days ago is worth giving. His Lordship 
says he is “ causing inquiry to be made into 
the colonies concerned [these are several 
of notorious fame during the past dozen 
months or so] with regard to the irregulari
ties represented to have been practised in 
connection with the sale of postage stamps.” 

His Lordship further states that notice 
has always been taken of allegations of 
irregularity in such, matters, and not, as 
supposed in the past, that various scandals, 
as mentioned above, have “ blown over” 
during the process of a somewhat lengthy 
time taken by an official inquiry. He says: 
“  It has been the practice of the Secretary of 
State to inquire into all definite statements, 
and the offenders have been punished.”

Further inquiry brings forth more know
ledge, shrouded in the past. It appears 
that in the last Liberal Ministry the present 
Postmaster-General—the Right Honourable 
Sydney Buxton, then the Under Colonial 
Secretary— was the means of inflicting 
punishment upon several colonial post
masters for their little methods in manipu
lating their stocks of stamps to make a 
personal margin between the official value 
and the selling price. The Colonial Secre
tary makes an important statement on the 
juggling with provisionals. His Lordship 
says : “  The evil of making a practice of 
surcharging postage stamps is recognized, 
and that under standing instructions such 
issues are prohibited except in cases of 
special emergency.”

With regard to the present inquiry, the 
selling of unrequired postage stamps at 
more than face value by the Colonial Agents 
in London is meeting with the Earl of 
Crewe’s consideration. This means of sell
ing stamps has met with much disapproval, 
and can hardly be considered an honourable 
method of procedure. Remainders, such as 
the West Indian, Somaliland, Oil Rivers, 
and lastly the Cayman Islands (“ postage” 
only) stamps, were all sold at a figure above 
face value; but it will be remembered that the 
Virgin Islands remainders were sent back to 
the colony to be sold at their face value, 
because no one could be found to speculate 
at a fancy price.

Surely the colonial postal authorities 
should be content with collectors’ buying 
their stamps at face value of a halfpenny to 
one pound each, all o f which cost from 
about twopence-halfpenny to fivepence per 
thousand to print, gum, and perforate—an 
enormous profit in all cases.
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New Cayman Provisional
It  appears from later information that the 
last (at the time of writing) provisional from 
these notorious islands (penny upon four- 
pence) was intended for fiscal use. As, 
however, the stamp is inscribed “  Postage 
and Revenue,” probably it will carry a postal 
value. This information comes straight 
from Miss Parsons, dated Grand Cayman, 
26 May, 1908.

The statement in circulation that the 
Cayman Islands “ juggling” is indirectly at 
the hands of the Postmaster of Jamaica will, 
as future events will show, be found to be 
incorrect. “ From information received,” as 
the police say, the “ string-puller” will not 
be found to be a British subject, but more 
likely an American, if any certain nationality 
can be proved. An appeal is being made

Specialism
B y  R. E. R. DALWIGK

{Continued from page 47.)

CEYLON.—This small British island en
joys very great popularity with the vast 
majority of stampcollectors,and must be 

called—from the Englishman’s point of view— 
the most popular of all Asiatic stamp-issuing 
countries. To the wealthy collector Ceylon 
has many attractions, most of the old 
“  pence ” stamps being splendid examples of 
philatelic art both in design and production. 
It must at once be pointed out that Ceylon 
will not give the poor man much scope 
for his researches, as the great majority 
of the issues of this island are beyond 
ordinary means. But, however, for those 
who can afford it, Ceylon must indeed have 
great interest, possessing as it does a regular 
collection of rarities among the older issues, 
known to collectors as the “  pence ” stamps. 
These “  pence ” stamps, so called as the later 
issues have a different currency, i.e. cents, 
rupees, etc., are very much in demand, and 
really fine copies may often go under the 
hammer at quotations above catalogue! 
Among the 1857 “  Star ” watermarked stamps 
are several rarities, running up into tall 
figures. Some philatelists, should they 
happen to purchase a “  pence ” value for a 
shilling, imagine their fortune is made I 
They have forgotten the fact that there is a 
much later issue of “  pence ” values on paper 
watermarked Crown CC. These latter 
stamps are comparatively common when 
compared with their rarer predecessors. 
With the “ cents” issues, a distinct falling 
off in design and execution is at once 
noticeable ; whilst the falling off in price 
is the most noteworthy of all. In the 
more modern days of this island’s philatelic 
history we come across a good assortment of

against the issue of the new farthing stamp, 
as its necessity is proved to be valueless.

Mr. Buxton’s “ Annual Sweating”
AFTER the Postmaster-General’s threat at 
the J. P .S . Exhibition in March last to 
issue commemorative [In memoriam ?—E d.} 
stamps, most of us awaited his annual 
parliamentary statement in the House on 
Thursday last (16  July) with fear and trem
bling as to whether he would keep his 
promise. Though he said—for he was in a 
jocular mood, as on our fete day—he must 
have some means of getting more money for 
his department—honestly if he could, but 
he had to get it—he did not, fortunately, 
propose any commemorative issue; but 
then is not Mr. Buxton one of our sympa
thizers ?

provisionals, most of which are fairly 
common. There is a good set of King’s 
Head stamps on both papers.

China.—A quaint and cheap country, pos
sessing a convenient number of stamps to 
satisfy the requirements of the small and 
medium specialist. In its stamp designs, 
as in all things, China gives us some queer
looking stamps, although they are by no 
means ugly. In most of the designs the 
renowned Chinese dragon takes a prominent 
position ; but it must be said that it needs a 
good deal of imagination to conceive the 
depicted monster ! Practically every stamp 
belonging to the early issues is within the 
means of the average collector, which means 
no blanks ! I think most people would like 
to see a collection with no blank spaces, 
even if the country may not be very popular, 
rather than a more popular country with 
several stamps not shown. In 1897 we come 
across a set of provisionals with surcharge 
in English and Chinese characters.

In the next regular issue we have two 
printings, the first from Japanese plates, 
and the second made from plates en
graved in London. The Japanese prints are 
the best stamps (also the oldest), the one 
dollar, carmine-rose, and the five dollars, 
green and rose, being the two best stamps in 
the set. In collecting China, it is advisable 
to broaden out a little, so a good plan would 
be to include under the heading of China, 
Chinkiang, Chungking, Cochin, and—last, 
but not least—Corea. The reason for includ
ing Corea under China is for the sameness 
of style in their issues. Corea issued its 
first stamps in 188 ;, this issue consisting of 
five values. The three highest values were 
prepared for use but never issued, so we find
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the actual issue confined to only two stamps. 
In the later issues the stamps have a great 
tendency towards Chinese art, although in 
many ways they differ considerably from the 
actual designs on the stamps of China. 
These Chinese districts are fairly popular 
among several moderate collectors, and (who 
knows ?) in the near future we may see and 
hear too much of this mighty Eastern 
Empire.

Cyprus.—This British possession in the 
Mediterranean Sea first issued stamps in
1880. The first issue consisted of English 
stamps surcharged “  Cyprus ” in sans-serif 
capital letters, which varied in size according 
to the face value of the stamp. The over
print on the ^d. value was considerably 
smaller than the surcharge on the id. and 
is. values. The British “ red penny” stamp 
must have been sent to this island in several 
large consignments, as we come across a 
great quantity of plate numbers. It will 
doubtless afford the specialist much satisfac
tion to collect all these numbers, but he must 
here be reminded that several of these 
stamps are expensive. Apart from these 
provisionally surcharged stamps, Cyprus is 
not very large or complicated, but is some
what expensive. In the issue 1882-91 we 
come across two “  dies ’’ of the plate, which 
are very similar to the dies of the Turks 
Islands. The King’s Head stamps on both 
papers are a good large set, ranging in face 
value from £ to 45 piastres, and moreover 
they show some good colouring.

Hong Kong is a really'fine little stamp
issuing district for the medium specialist. In 
starting Hong Kong one is apt to get con
fused by discovering that most of the identical 
values and designs exist in two or three 
different colours! In the Queen’s Head 
stamps there is one design for all stamps 
and all issues, which though simple is effective 
and handsome. Naturally, to comply with 
various postal conventions these stamps have 
had to undergo various changes of colour, 
which accounts for the values existing in 
two or more different colours. In addition 
to the various colours, we find a few varia
tions of watermark (excluding King’s Head 
stamps), such as Crown CC in variance to 
Crown CA, whilst in the King’s Head issue 
three different sets may be made, viz.: (1) 
Single C A ;  (2) Multiple C A ;  (3) as 
last, but printed on surface-coated paper. 
Twentieth century colonials have the spice 
of variety. In addition to the three sets 
mentioned it should be noted that the lower 
values are gradually being issued in single 
colours. Regarding provisionals, Hong 
Kong can show numerous specimens with 
and without Chinese inscriptions, the former 
showing microscopic variations. There 
is also a number of Revenue stamps used 
for postage, but collectors should be careful 
when dealing in these, as the “ fakers” have 
cleaned quantities and put on fictitious post
marks ; postmarked copies, o f course, being 
of much greater value and rarity than 
specimens penmarked.

Philatelic Geometry
B y  W. WARD
A New Triangular Stamp

NOT to be outdone by their contempo
raries, Messrs. Perkins Bacon &  Co. 

and Messrs. De La Rue, for allowing 
the spirit of Euclid to enter into their stamp 
designing, Messrs. Waterlow & Sons have 
once more provided Philately, at the order of 
the Ecuador Government, with a triangular 
stamp, or, to be more correct, with a set. 
As far as is known, there are four values— 
1 c., grey-green, 2 c., red, 5 c., blue, and 10 c., 
orange—all o f which bear the head of 
President Moncayo in black. Two notable 
points about these new stamps are that they 
are perforated\ and also bear the date 1907. 
From the latter one concludes that their 
publication was postponed or delayed. 
Fortunately the design is pretty, so we shall 
not be called upon to pass too hard a 
criticism, but look at them from the point of 
view of Mr. Ewen—as an interesting induce
ment for recruits to our hobby.

This is not the .first time that South

America has provided us with a three- 
cornered stamp, for thirty-nine years ago 
the United States of Colombia issued a 2 J 
centavos value, which was repeated in a 
somewhat different design in 1865. The 
northern portion of the continent had one 
even earlier, by the advent of the 3d. New
foundland of 1857. The African continent 
is responsible for a much greater number 
of these peculiar-shaped adhesives, which 
can surely have a much less utilizable value 
than the more usual rectangle.

Four years previous to the Newfoundland 
stamp Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co. de
signed and printed a set of four values of 
“  three-siders ” for our Cape Colony, which 
ten years later were copied and printed by 
Messrs. D e La Rue for use in the same 
colony.

One independent and two dependent 
African States followed suit forty years 
later. These were French Obock in 1893 
and again in 1894, Djibouti in 1894, all of
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which were for the higher franc values. In 
the latter year the Liberian Republic issued 
two varieties of a 5 c. triangular in two 
sets of colours, and a separate variety of 
each was rouletted. Thus these two conti
nents are alone in the issue of stamps with 
the least number of corners, all, with a 
single exception, being imperforate. The

Foreign Dotes
B y  FRANK PHILLIPS
The Deluge of Paraguay Provisionals

IT  seems to me that the extraordinary 
number of provisionals issued recently 
for this country will be but a small por

tion of what we are to expect if the latest 
information received is correct. As a matter 
of fact the local inhabitants see very little of 
these provisionals ; my correspondent tells 
me that the greater part are bought up by 
dealers and speculators in Buenos Ayres by 
arrangem ent w ith the P ost Office author
ities.

Well, the latest news is that the rates of 
postage have been raised in the interior to 
20 c., and also on letters abroad. I cannot 
discover what the rates stood at before. 
Under the new tariff there will be no use for 
the 1 and 2 centavos stamps, so these values 
are to be used for making new 20 centavos 
provisionals by surcharging them. Worse 
and worse, reports are flying round that 
another series o f provisionals is to be foisted 
on an unwilling and overburdened m arket; 
the values will probably be 5, 10, 20, 30, 40 
and 60 centavos!

1 wonder how much longer collectors will 
continue to buy this rubbish ! Not long, I 
think, as the pace is getting too hot. Be 
warned in time, oh ye officials (and others) 
of Paraguay ; ’tis the last straw that breaks 
the camel’s b a ck !

Spanish Colonies
1 S E E  in L e Jo u rn a l des P h ilatilistes that 
the Spanish Government decided to do away 
with the stamps of Elobey, Guinea, and Rio 
de Oro from 1 July, 1908, and to have a 
single set prepared, which was to be in
scribed “  Fernando Poo y  territories afri- 
canos,” i.e. “ Fernando Pooand the possessions 
in Africa.”  Still better, the set is to be 
uniform with that of Spain, and so the 1, 3 
and 4 centimos and the 2, 3 and 5 pesetas 
will be suppressed.

Let us congratulate the authorities, and I 
hope that they will also make a firm stand 
against locally issued provisionals. I wonder 
if the general outcry against the recent 
jobbery has had anything to do with this 
clean sweep ?

rhombus and rhomboid shaped stamps of 
New Brunswick (these latter being really 
squares turned 90°) 1857, Djibouti 1894, and 
the Argentine fiscals, concluding with the 
octagonal-shaped stamps of Turkish Thes
saly of 1898, about complete the list of these 
philatelic geometrical curios.

A  New Set for Peru
It  has been practically decided to issue a i 
new series of pictorial stamps for this 
country, and the list of personages to be 
depicted on them, given in some of the 
Peruvian journals, reads as follows :—

1 c., grey, M anco-Capac, the founder of
the Empire of the Incas. i

2 c., green, C hristopher Columbus. i
4 c., red, P lZA R R O , the conqueror of Peru.
5 c., violet, San Ma rtin . 1

r o c . ,  deep blue, Bolivar , the founder of
Bolivia.

12 c., sky-blue, G eneral L a M a r , first • 
president of the Republic.

20 c., rose, Marshal Castilla , who ■
abolished slavery after the revolution o f 
*844.

50 c ., yellow-bistre, A d m iral  G ran. i
1 sol, red and blue, Colonel Boloc- 

nbsi. j
Report also runs that there will be a tri- | 

angular set o f Postage Dues, and also a set j 
of Official stamps, showing the Arms of the ] 
Republic.—L e Jo u rn a l des P hilatilistes. j

Import Duty in South Africa |
A C C O R D IN G  to the Deutsche Briefm arken  
Z eitu n g  it has lately been decided to place 
a duty on catalogues imported by post into 
Cape Colony, Natal, and Transvaal. It 
seems a great pity that these colonies have 
followed the lead of Australia and the 
United States, but they have at least made 
the payment of the duty an easy matter for 
either sender or consignee. In the normal 
course of events postage stamps will be 
affixed (by the Customs officials we pre
sume) in the upper left-hand comer of each 
parcel, and will be cancelled by the written 
observation “ Customs D u ty " : the con
signee will be required to pay the postman 
the value of the stamps. Should the sender 
desire to prepay the duty he may do so by 
affixing postage stamps of the country of 
destination in the manner previously de
scribed. Our contemporary does not state 
the amount of duty payable, but the method 
is certainly convenient
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Philately in the Harem
A YEAR or two ago a correspondent of Le 
Collectionneur de Tim bres-Poste paid a visit 
to the harem of an Algerian chief in Bishra. 
He describes his visit as follows :—

. . . We left the Hotel of the Sahara, and 
were conducted towards the residence of Kaid 
Mohamed ben Gannah, who had promised to 
allow us to inspect his harem on that day. At 
the gates we were met by a coal-black African 
giant, the chief eunuch of the household, who, 
after a mute but most respectful salute, signed to 
us to follow him. We walked slowly along the 
corridor, until, lifting a curtain, he drew to one 
side to allow us to enter. Seated on piles of 
brightly-coloured cushions were five women, all 
of them young and beautiful. They wore numer
ous bracelets on each arm, golden rings round 
their tiny ankles, two long rows of glistening 
sequins in the hair, necklaces of gold and coral to 
set off the amber tint of the skin: they made a 
most charming picture seated there on their piles 
of cushions.

They were able to talk to us in French, but 
used words not often heard in Paris; they were 
like great children, confined all day long to the 
harem, and how pleased they seemed to see 
strange faces! After we had partaken of the in
evitable coffee (delicious by the way) they showed 
us curious articles of jewellery, some of the things 
being marvels of cunning workmanship. At last 
a cabinet of carved wood was placed ceremoni
ously before us ; one of the women, who appeared 
to be the senior of the five, carefully opened it, 
and . . . what did we see? . . .  A postage 
stamp album !

It was a present from their lord and master, 
given to them at the New Year, and most proud 
did they seem of their strange gift!

As I was a collector I was able to tell them 
a great many interesting things concerning the 
history of postage stamps, and their use and 
manufacture. They lost not a word of what I 
said, and fixed their eyes curiously on mine. I 
have never spoken to any other audience half so 
attentive. Before my visit they were converts to 
the philatelic fold, but when I left they were all 
as keen as I myself.

Deio Issues and Discoveries
B y  FRANK PHILLIPS

/ should be moat grateful I f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
Issues o f  stamps, new or projected. If possible a epeclmtn should be sent, which will be returned at once If 
deolred, together with stamp fo r  postage; or to readoro subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number fe r  each penny face value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILUP8, 391 8trand, London, W O.

Austrian P.O .’s in Crete.—We have received 
a new set of stamps just issued for use in Crete. 
They are similar in appearance to the Austrian 
commemorative set issued at the beginning of 
this year, but there are only two designs: the 
first is that of the 5 heller, and is used for the 
5, 10, 15, and 25 centimes; the other is like the 
1 krone, and is used for the 50 c. and 1 fr. The 
first design is surface-printed, and the second 
line-engraved. The perforation gauges 124, like 
the Austrian.

ss s*
July, 1908. Issue commemorative 0/  the sixtieth  year 0/  

the reign 0 /Fran s Jo s e f /. Types 55 (5 c. to 95 c., sur• 
face-printed) and 56 (Ixne-engraved). P erf, ia|.

4*o
431
429
4*3
4*4
4*5

5 c., yellow-green on yellow . 
to  c .,, vermilion on pink.
15 c.,{chocolate on brownish. 
35 c,-deep Mue on blue.
50 c., red on yellow . 
x fr., deep brown on toned.

Austrian P.O .’s in the Levan t—We have 
received a new set of stamps for these offices

similar to those described under Crete, but the set 
is composed of nine values instead of six. The 
first design is that of the 5 heller of Austria, and 
is used for the para values and the 1 piastre, all of 
which are surface-printed. The second design is 
like the Austrian I krone, and is used for the 
piastre values (from 2 to 20 p i.); these are all 
line-engraved.

In addition to the set mentioned above, there is 
a further set of Postage Due stamps, consisting of 
nine values, all of the same colour and design.

JULY, 1908. Issue commemorative o f the sixtieth y ea r o f 
the reign o f F ra n s Jo s e f I. Type* 7 (10 pa. to t pi., 
surface-printed) an d  8 (fine-engraved). F trf. xaj. 

to8 to para, yellow-green on yellow .
109 so ,, vermilion on p ink.
110 30 „  chocolate on orownisk. 
i n  60 f, purple on bluish.
11a  1 pta*., deep blue on blue.
113  3 red on yellow .
114 5 „  deep brown on toned.
1x510  ,, green on yellow .
1x620 ,, dull blue on toned.
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*3

P o stag e  D u e  S t a m p s . J ui.v , 1908. T yp e  *3, surface* 
printed.. Per/. 12$.

20S 
200 
210 
21 1

|  pias., yellow-green.

213120
2*4130

Cayman Islands.—Mr. T. C. Appleton kindly 
sends us a copy of the new |d. stamp which we 
were told in The Colonial Office Journal that we 
were to expect.

St

190P. Type 1*. Wmk. M ultiple Crown C  A. Per/. 14. 
38'id., brown, o*

Madagascar and Dependencies.—We have 
received two sets of quite new Postage and Post* 
age Due stamps, which we illustrate and chronicle 
below.

7

1906. Type 7.
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86 
«7 
88
89
90 
9*
93

Centre in fire t colour* P er/. 13} x  14. 
1 c., olive and lilac.
9 c. „  „  red.
4 c., pale brown and olive-brown.
5 c., olive and green, 

to c., claret and pink.
90 c., brown and brownish orange.
35 c-, black and blue.

„  yellow-brown.
„  dull red.
„  chocolate.
,, green.
„  lilac.
.. phik.

1 fr.t dive and yellow-brown.
2 fr. ,, ,. blue.
5 fr., chocolate and lilac.

30 c. 
35 e. 
40 c.
45C-
50 c. 
75C-

P o stag e  D ue S t a m ps . Type aa. Per/. 13 , 13 4 x 14 .
108 2 c., dull claret.
109 4 c., lilac.
110  s c., green.
1 1 1  10 c ., carmine.
U 2 20 c ., olive.
113  40 c., brown on toned.
114  50 c.i olive-brown on azure.
115  1 fr., deep blue on pink.

Paraguay.—We have received another batch 
of provisionals, all of them of the most rankly 
speculative character, but we are afraid that we 
are obliged to catalogue them, so here goes.

35 66
H a b ilita d o

on Habflitado en

5 5
CKNTAV08 CEtfTAVOS

43 44

6a
1908. Type 35 overprinted as Type 6a, and surcharged 

as Type 43, in black.
1400I5 c. on 60 c., mauve (No. 254).

1908< Type 66 surcharged as Type 43, in  black.
1410!$ c. on 10 c., purple.

1908. Type 66 surcharged as Type 44, in  black.
5 c. on 20 c., ochre.
5 c. on 20 c., pink.
5 c. on 60 c., Prussian blue.

Variety, F igu re  “  £ "  omitted.
(5>c. on toe., reddish purple.

Straits Settlements.—According to Ewen's 
Weekly Stamp News (25.7.08), the 3 c. was issued 
in rose at Penang on 25 June, or earlier.

4*
J une, 1908. Type 4a. Wmk. M ultiple Croton CA» 

P er/. 14.
144I3 c  , roae, o*

Printed by W. B ebmdon & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
8 August, 1908.
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Countries of the UJorid
B y  W. PERCY BARNSDALL 
German East Africa

GE R M A N  East Africa, the largest of 
the German possessions, is situated 
between the Indian Ocean and the 

great lakes, with a coast-line ofabout620 miles

and an estimated area of 384,000 square 
miles. Its history under present administra
tion extends only over two decades. In the 
autumn of 1884 three German political ad-
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venturers—Dr. Peters, Dr. Juhlke, and Count 
Pfeil—crossed over from Zanzibar to Saadani, 
on the mainland, and at once proceeded to 
make treaties with influential chiefs. Some 
of the treaties were fictitious, but the Im
perial Government, then imbued with an 
enthusiastic desire for colonial development, 
sanctioned the arrangements, and signified 
its intention of enforcing them by making 
naval demonstrations. All the chiefs con
cerned were vassals, or nominally subject 
to the Sultan of Zanzibar, but events moved 
rapidly, and in the scramble amongst Euro
pean Powers for African territory the Sultan 
was deprived of all his possessions on the 
mainland as well as his island possessions 
except Zanzibar and Pemba. Even these, 
in 1890, were placed under British protec
tion, and thus vanished the last semblance 
of political independence of the ancient Zang 
Empire. Readers of this series o f articles 
will remember that some description of this 
Empire was given in “  East Africa and 
Uganda”  (G .S .W No. 142), and suffice it 
here to say that the whole of the present 
territory of German East Africa was at 
one time included in the Zang dominions. 
Various conventions between the Powers 
interested have settled the boundaries, and 
at present the colony is conterminous on the 
north with British East Africa, on the west 
with Belgian Congo, and on the south with 
Zambezia and Portuguese East Africa.

The earliest efforts to colonize the country, 
which had hitherto been exploited almost 
exclusively by Arab dealers in slaves and 
ivory, were made by a German East Africa 
Company, chartered in 1885, aided by an 
Imperial Commissioner. The attempts of 
the German traders to interfere with the old 
privileges brought about a serious outbreak 
o f hostilities in 1889, which ultimately led to 
the abandonment of nearly all the fifteen 
stations then established, and the rising was 
only quelled by Imperial aid. As a conse
quence the sovereign rights of the Company 
were much curtailed, and the Imperial 
Government has since administered the 
territory. The military element thus intro
duced led to further troubles in 1891, and 
a large force sent against some Wa-Hehe 
rebels was totally destroyed. Things are 
shaping better now, and as large subsidies 
have been devoted to the construction of 
railways, steamers, and highways, the pro
spects of the colony are brighter. Still, the 
hope once entertained that it would prove a 
home for German settlers, or a storehouse of 
colonial produce, must be abandoned. The 
extent of ground capable of profitable tillage 
is limited ; authorities are agreed that pos
sibly only one-fifth is good, the rest being 
barren. The coast lands and the southern 
slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro are the most 
fertile portions.

The exports (.£550,000 in 1906) consist 
mainly of rubber, copra, vegetable fibre, 
ivory, coffee, and insect wax. The chief im
ports (£1,250,000) were cottons, rice, articles 
for consumption, hardware, and iron. The 
trade is chiefly with Zanzibar and Germany. 
The colony is not yet self-supporting, and 
the Imperial contribution for the year 1908-9 
amounted to £240,000. Minerals known to 
exist in the colony are coal, iron, lead, 
and copper, but none so' far have been 
worked.

Wide, well-kept roads run throughout the 
colony, and short routes of railway have 
been opened between several commercial 
centres. Trade is steadily growing, and 
communication with the mother country is 
maintained by a regular four-weekly mail 
service. A good number of post offices pro
vide for postal communication, and German 
catalogues list stamps with thirty different 
postmarks.

Till recently all civilized population has 
been confined to the coast districts, and here 
alone are to be found towns in the strict sense 
of the word. Many of the places have never 
recovered from the depredations of the early 
Portuguese filibusters, and are mere ruins. 
Such, for example, is the historic Kilwa(448o), 
the ancient capital of the Zangs. The capital 
o f the present colony is Dar es Salaam 
(“ Place of Peace”) with 24,000 inhabitants 
and one of the finest harbours on the eastern 
sea-board. It is a handsome town, and aims 
at being a commercial rival to Zanzibar. At 
present Bagamoyo (5000), long the gateway 
of the continent, is perhaps the chief com
mercial centre. It has no natural advantages 
beyond its proximity to Zanzibar, and should 
the railways from the capital prove success
ful would soon lose its importance. It is 
the starting-place for the caravan traffic to 
the interior, a means of trade which has 
prevailed for centuries. Other ports are 
Saadani (theEnglish head-quarters), Pangani 
(3200), Lindi (3500), Mikindani and Tanga 
(6000), from the last of which railways to the 
interior have been started. The chief in
land places are Tabora (37,000), an ancient 
and still flourishing centre of Arab prosperity, 
Ujiji (14,000), on Lake Tanganyika, the ter
mination of the caravan routes, and Mpwapwa 
(M papua), a coming place in a fertile district, 
and situated at the junction of several 
highways.

The population,numberingabout 7,000,000, 
belong chiefly to the Bantu tribe, but on the 
coast live the Suahili, o f mixed origin, who 
are remarkable for a degree of Asiatic 
culture and the fact of their tongue being 
the lin gu a fra n ca  of Central Africa.

The currency has the rupee (is. 4d.) for 
its unit, being formerly subdivided into 64 
pesos, but now, to conform to the metrical 
system, is made up of 100 hellers.
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This is not very interesting, and unless 
special postmarks are sought for the issues 
can be easily completed by collectors, 
especially if  only unused stamps are taken. 
Following the usual course of German 
colonials, the issues consist first o f stamps 
of the mother country specially overprinted, 
and then of a series of colonial types in
scribed with the name of the colony. In 
the case of German East Africa the stamps 
have a little more interest, because they 
indicate the different currencies peculiar to 
the district. German collectors pay more 
attention to used stamps, and some with 
particular postmarks are scarce and com
mand high prices.

The first issue was in 1893, when stamps 
of the 1889 issue of Germany were over
printed with values in “ pesas,” but with no 
indication of locality. The overprint on the 
50 pf. varies in length.

1893. G erm an stam ps o verprin ted in  black.

2 p. on 3  pf., brow n
3 P- on S i .  green
5 p. on 10 ,, carm ine 

10 p. on 20 ,, ultram arine 
25 p. on 50 ,, red-brow n

Unused. Used.
s. d. x. d.

• 3  6 5 0
• 3  6 6 0
• '  3 1 6
• '  9 0 10
. 2 0 1 3

In 1896 the locality was added to the 
overprint, which was then applied diagonally 
instead of horizontally as before.

In 1900 the general types for the colonies 
were modified for use here, and stamps as 
follows were put on sale. The second 
colour given is that of the frame. The ship 
is intended as a representation of the Im
perial yacht Hohenzollern.

1900. C o lo n ia l type. P er/.
Unused. Used.

X. d. x. d
2 pesa, brow n . . . 0 6 l O
3 ». g r e e n . . . . . 0 6 —
5 , ,  carm ine . . . 0 4 O 3

10 ,9 ultram arine . 0 6 0  4
*5 99 b lack and o ran ge on b u ff . O 9 1 0
20 99 99 carm ine . 1 0 —
25 ,9 ,9 violet . 1 6 —
40 99 ,9 carm in e on rose . t 9 —

t rupie, claret . 2 0 —
2 rupient green ♦ 3 6 —
3 99 red  and blue»black • 5 0 —

In 1905 the division of the rupee into one 
hundred parts was decided upon, and in 
consequence the values below 1 rupee were 
changed and expressed in hellers.

1905. C hange o f currency. Per/.
Unused, 

x. d.
2$ h., brow n . . . o
4 h., green  . . o

h., carm ine . . o
15 h., ultram arine . . . o
20 h., b lack and o ran ge  on b u ff o 
30 h. ,, ca rm in e . . o
45 h. , ,  v iolet . . 2
60 h. ,, carm ine on rose 2

2

o
o

Used.

o 3

Since 1906 German and German Colonial 
stamps have been gradually issued on the 
paper watermarked with “  Lozenges,” and 
so far the following values have appeared.

5 p. on 10 
10  p. on 20 
25 P* on 50

O verprinted in  black . 1906-7. A s la st w aterm arked Losenges.
Unused. Used.

Unused, 
x. d.

Used, 
x. d. 2^, h ., brow n

s . d, x. d. 
. 0 1 —

brow n . 0 3 0 6 4 h.9 gree n  . . . . . 0 2  —
green 0 4 0 6 h., carm ine . 0 3  —
rose 0 6 0 6 15  h.9 ultram arine . . . . — —
ultram arine 0 9 0 6 45 hM black  and violet . . . — —
lakeo rd w n 1 6 1 6 60 h. 9, carm ine on rose . 1 0 —

{To he continued.)

PLBASB NOTB
Tbe Price* quoted la the foregoing article are taken from our pubUeber»* lateat Stock Book*, and 
are, therefore, tbe Pricea at wblcb Stanley Gibbons, Ltd,, w ill have pleasure In supplying any 
of tbe stamps that may be needed by any of our readers.
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Topical Viotcs
B y  CHARLES J. PHILLIPS

Philatelic Phoolishness

T H E  hot weather, and a general dis
inclination to work anywhere except 
in the garden, must be my excuse for 

filling up with these jokelets culled from 
M ekecl's Weekly Stam p N ew s (July 1 8, !oS).

Why does a postage stamp resemble a bad 
boy?

Because you can’t get any real good out of 
it until you give it a licking.

How do a stamp and an envelope resem
ble a young man and his sweetheart ?

They are stuck on each.
What is the difference between a two-cent 

stamp of 1906 and a ten-cent of 1908?
Eight cents.
How do stamps resemble the old man 

walking the floor with boy twins?
They carry the mails.
In what way does a postage stamp resem

ble a bogus stock transaction ?
It is not square.
What is the difference between a house 

and a stamp ?
Well, when you can sell a house it must be 

worth something, but when you cancel a 
stamp it is worthless (from a postal stand
point).

What is the resemblance between John N. 
Lu ff and the First Baptist Church ?

They both have good collections.
What is the difference between cartoons 

and certain stamps ?
The value of one lies in pencil marks, and 

of the other in watermarks.
What is the difference between a grove of 

trees and a  collection of stamps ?
One is timber and the other timbres.

Stamp Collection the Aristocratic Hobby

During the past few months, especially, I 
have been much struck with the fact that 
“  Stamp Collecting ”  is rapidly becoming the 
grea t hobby of the aristocrats of birth and 
wealth, not only in this country, but also 
throughout Europe.

At the present moment we have amongst 
our clients the monarchs of two European 
nations and the heirs apparent of three other 
nations, and during this last season we have 
had more business with new clients of the 
first positions in their countries than at any 
previous time since I have been in business.

Philately is making great strides in Aus
tria, Germany, Italy, Holland, and Spain. 
Possibly this is brought to my notice at the

present time, more than at any previous 
date, owing to the fact that through the pur
chase of the “  M ann” and “ Breitfuss” col
lections we have been enabled to supply 
extraordinarily fine collections of European 
stamps, and for these old stamps I find a 
really great and increasing demand.

Original Articles in our Weekly

S ince I have taken up the editorship of 
this paper I have adopted the policy of 
printing as many original articles as possible, 
and 1 wish to extend this branch of our 
paper.

I am very pleased indeed to see so many 
of the younger school of stamp collectors 
giving us their view s on many interesting 
subject - matters in connection with our 
hobby, and I think it is a good sign of the 
times as showing us that a thinking and 
studious class of collectors is growing up 
amongst us, many of whom will, I trust, 
develop into writers upon advanced philatelic 
matters.

I hope during the coming season I shall 
have the pleasure of receiving many papers, 
both from old friends and even more especi
ally from those who have not yet written 
anything for us.

There is one point I wish to make as clear 
as possible, and that is that the opinions 
and views stated in many articles are very 
often not our opinions or views, but are 
only those of the writers o f the articles in 
question. Very often we disagree in  toto 
with some opinion expressed by one of our 
writers, but above all I wish to open the 
columns of my paper to one and all, and 
to have discussed the most interesting 
matters in connection with postage stamps, 
from every point of view.

Bhopal P.O. Transferred

I have to thank Mr. W. Corfield for the 
following interesting clipping :—

A li.ahabad , 5 July.
The formal transfer of the Bhopal State Post 

Office to the Post Office of India took place at 
Bhopal on the 1st instant. Major Bayley, Political 
Agent, Mr. Clarke, Deputy Director-General of 
Post Offices, and Mr. O’Grady, Deputy Post
master-General, C.P., were entertained by the 
Begum on the occasion.

The stamps that will now be withdrawn from 
circulation are the J  anna, i  anna, t, 2, 4, and 
8  annas, and I rupee, and a new stamp for use
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exclusively on Bhopal State service will be intro
duced shortly. There will be now fifty post 
offices and 437 miles of mail lines, exclusive of 
railways, in Bhopal territory.

From the Englishman (Calcutta).

The loss of Mr. Frank Allen’s Collection

A well-known New Zealand collector, 
Mr. Frank Allen, of Wellington, N.Z., 
some two months ago packed up all his 
goods to pay a long visit to England, 
accompanied by wife and family.

He booked on one of the large White 
Star boats; but when all the cargo was 
on board, a fire was discovered in one of 
the holds and this had to be flooded. The 
result was the destruction of a large cargo 
of flax, 28,000 carcases of frozen mutton, and 
all Mr. Allen’s effects, including a collection 
of stamps, the accumulation of some twenty 
years’ collecting in the colony.

Mr. Allen luckily had a very complete list 
of his Australian stamps, and I have been 
able to make him a valuation which is now 
before the insurance assessors, and I trust 
that his financial loss will not be great. His 
Australians included a number of fine things 
in unused, especially in the New Zealands 
and Queenslands.

Description of New Stock Books arranged
and priced during the last week

B riiisk  Bechuanaland an d Zululand.
A  THOROUGHLY representative book, the 
Bechuanaland being especially showy and 
containing many errors and interesting minor 
varieties.

There are also included in this book a 
number of full panes which are interesting 
to specialists, and in constant demand.

A ustrian  Italy.
An exceptionally fine book, very strong in 

the early issues. The 1850 stamps are 
especially well represented in both unused 
and used ; the unused are mostly picked 
copies with full gum, and include a number 
of rarities. The used include a number of 
rare postmarks and some fine blocks.

The later issues and the Austrian post 
offices abroad are also included, and amongst 
these are some very rare double and inverted 
surcharges.

This is a really good book, worthy of in
spection by any specialist.

A  V E R Y  H A N D S O M E  P R E S E N T
Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties. A  grand packet, 

every stamp being different and genuine, and thus 
forming a ohoice collection in itself, 

post-free and registered.

Twentieth Century Colonials
J1 Guide to the Postal Adhesives of the British Empire 
Issued during the first Six Years of the Twentieth Century 
(January, 1901-June, 1907)
W r it t e n  a n d  C o m p il e d  b y  D . B . ARMSTRONG
PART \ l —continued (CO PYRIGH T R E SE R V E D J

British Possessions in Asia—continued
British Empire in India—continued 
Native States—continued 

Puttia la

PU T T IA LA , or Patiala, one of the Cis- 
Sutlej States situated in the Central 
Punjab. Area 5951 square miles and 

population 1,586,030. The State occupies a 
large plain lying to the south of the River 
Sutlej.

The country is fertile, and produces the 
usual Indian cereals, such as rice, wheat, 
maize, etc.

The last Maharajah, who died in 1900, 
personally took part in the Tirah Campaign 
of 1898 at the hea4 o ' the Imperial Service 
troops of the State. At the close of the 
operations he received the distinction of 
G.C.S.I.

The present ruler ascended the throne on 
9 November, 1900, and receives a salute of 
seventeen guns in British territory. The

State has a  defensive alliance with the Indian 
Government and pays no tribute.

The capital of the same name, situated 
on the Rapura-Rhatinda Railway, has a 
population o f 55,785.

Currency.—Same as India.
Stamps first issued in 1884.
Two only of the five low values of the 

current Queen’s Head series o f India whose 
colours were changed in 1900, in compliance 
with the ordinances of the Postal Union 
authorities, were surcharged for use in this 
Convention State, both being issued in 
January, 1902, pending the appearance of 
King’s Head stamps of the same denomina
tions. In some catalogues the 3 pies, carmine, 
Indian stamp of 1899 is also assigned to 
this date, but I am of the opinion that this 
is entirely incorrect, and that at the time of 
the issue of these two stamps this value had 
been in use nearly two years, and I consider 
that this date should be changed to 1900.

i
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These stamps remained in use for about 
fifteen months, when they were superseded 
by similar values bearing the King’s portrait.

m u m
state
1902.

Contemporary stamps of India, 1900. Head of 
Queen Victoria. IVrnk. Star, P erf 14. Typo- 
graphed by Messrs. De La Hue Sr Co., in 
London, and surcharged P A T IA LA  ST A T E , in 
two tines, in black, near the foot o f the stamps, 
in tail, thin sans-serif capitals, in complete 
sheets at the Government of India Central Print
ing Office, Calcutta. Figures in brackets indi
cate total numbers overprinted.

4 anna, pea-green (120,240); issued January, 1902.
1 anna, carmine (120,240); issued January, 1902.

Varieties.
Sm all “ a ”  in s t a t e . N o. 216.

I anna, carmine.
Stop after p a t ia l a . N o. 90.

I anna, carmine.
Sm allfirst “  A ” in PA T IA LA , with serif at top.

No. 208.

--------------------------------------------------------------------- r -
Sm allfirst “  a  ” in p a t i a l a ,  with serif at top.

No. 208.
3 P'es. grey.
4 anna, pea-green.
1 anna, carmine.
2 annas, purple.
3 annas, orange-brown.

Official Issues
Only one of the two Queen’s Head stamps 

in their changed colours, which were over
printed for use in Puttiala State, received the 
additional surcharge of S E R V IC E , making 
them available for official use. This stamp 
was the 1 anna which was issued at the same 
time with both overprints. In the following 
year, about May, the 1 rupee, green and car
mine, Queen’s Head stamp of India, 1892, 
came into use in this State upon official cor
respondence. It had been prepared for use 
some considerable time back, but owing to 
the large stock of the same denomination 
printed in slate which was on hand at the 
local Treasury, it was not brought into 
general use until this date.

4 anna, pea-green. | 1 anna, carmine.
The regular current King’s Head series of 

this State contains in all ten stamps ranging 
in value from 3 pies to 1 rupee, five of which 
were issued in the middle of March, 1903, 
and the remainder at intervals during the 
next three years, as corresponding denomina
tions of the old Queen’s Head issue became 
exhausted at the local post office.

1903-6.
Regular series o f India, 1902. Head of King 

Fdward V II. Typographed by Messrs. De La 
Hue &  Co., in London. Wmk. Star, i'erf. 14. 
Surcharged as above, in complete sheets, at the 
Government o f India Central Printing Office, 
Calcutta. Dates o f issue given in brackets.

3 pies, grey (issued March, 1903).
J  anna, pea-green (issued March, 1903).
1 anna, carmine (issued March, 1903).
2 annas, purple (issued March, 1903).
3 annas, orange-brown (issued March, 1903).
4 annas, olive-green (issued September, 1905).
6 annas, bistre (issued November, 1905).
8 annas, magenta (issued January, 1906).

12 annas, purple on red (issued January, 1906).
I rupee, carmine and green (issued Nov., 1905). 

Shade.
Early in 1906 the 3 pies denomination in 

the shade of the 1905 printing was also 
issued with the above overprint.

3 pies, blue-grey instead of grey. 
Varieties.

Varieties o f surcharge were numerous on 
the first values issued of the above series, 
but were corrected in all subsequent printings. 
The following were the most important:— 

Sm all “  a  ”  in s t a t e . No. 124.
3 P'*5. grey. I 1 anna, carmine.
4 anna, pea-green. | 2 annas, purple.

3 annas, orange-brown.

SERVICE

PATIALA
STATE
1902- 3.

Contemporary stamps of India, 1892-1900. Head 
of Queen Victoria. IVmk, Star. Perf. 14. 
Typographed by Messrs. De La Hue dr Co., in 
London. Centre of I rupee value in second 
colour. Already surcharged PA T IA LA  ST A TE  
as above, additionally overprinted SE R V IC E  
in one line, in black, in tall, thin sans-serif 
capitals, near the top o f the stamp. Figures in 
brackets indicate total number printed.

I anna, carmine (480,240); issued January, 1902.
1 rupee, carmine and green ; issued May, 1903.

The low values of the King’s Head official 
series of the State were issued about the same 
Time as the rupee Queen’s Head stamp 
listed above, the remainder, as in the regular 
series, being issued at intervals during the 
following three years as corresponding de
nominations of Queen’s Head stamps became 
obsolete, the last being the 1 rupee, in Janu
ary, 1906.

1903- 6.
King's Head Indian stamps already overprinted 

PA T IA LA  ST A T E , also surcharged s e r v i c e  
in  tall, thin sans serif capitals, tn one line, in 
black, at the top o f the stamp. Otherwise as 
before.

4 anna, pea-green (issued May 23rd, 1903).
1 anna, carmine (issued May 23rd, 1903).
2 annas, purple (issued September, 1905).
3 annas, orange-brown (issued May 23rd, 1903).
4 annas, olive-green (issued September, 1905).!'*' 
8 annas, magenta (issued May 23rd, ((903).
1 rupee, carmine and green (issued January, 1906).

To be continued.)
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Some tlote$ on tbe 1852 Issue 
Of tbe Papal States
B y  D. C. G.

IN the latter part of the year 1851 it was 
determined that the Papal States should 
issue a series of postage stamps to facili

tate the conveyance of letters. M. Sal- 
viucci, the Director of the Press of the 
Papal Government, was entrusted with the 
execution of the business, and he commis
sioned M. J. Valagna to manufacture the dies.

At first only stamps of the values of J ,  1, 
2, 3> 4, 5i 6, and 7 bajocchi. were ordered, 
which were issued to the public on 1 January, 
1852. It was soon apparent, however, that 
stamps of a higher value were necessary, 
both for franking heavy letters and for 
foreign postage. Accordingly further stamps 
of the value of 8 and 50 bajocchi and I 
scudo were obtained and were duly issued 
in the first week of October, 1852.

All these stamps, except the two higher 
values, are very similar in their general de
sign. The papal tiara and crossed keys is 
the most prominent feature in the design ; 
the framework and side ornamentation 
differs for each value. The two higher 
values, however, are considerably larger than 
the lower values and are rather more elabo
rate.

The stamps were printed on unwatermarked 
paper and were not perforated. The size of 
the sheets varied considerably, since the 
printers apparently made their plates fit the 
paper, by using more or less clichds, instead 
of adopting the usual practice of printing 
the stamps in sheets o f a fixed size and con
taining a definite number of stamps.

The eight lower values were all printed in 
black on various coloured papers, but for the 
three higher values white paper was used, 
and the 50 bajocchi and 1 scudo were printed 
in colour.

The most striking feature about the seven 
lower values is the number of shades in 
which the stamps are to be found—some of 
which are by no means easy to obtain in un
used condition. The coloured paper seems 
to have been obtained, as it was needed, in 
rather a haphazard manner and presents 
considerable differences in texture as well as 
in shade.

Great irregularity seems to have attended 
the printing of the stamps and, owing to the 
want of proper supervision, it is said that 
the workmen not infrequently printed off a 
sheet or two of the stamps, without account
ing for them, to sell to their friends at less 
than face value.

It is noteworthy also that these stamps 
occur used on the envelope, but uncancelled, 
which would point to great carelessness or 
else to fraud on the part of the clerks in the 
post offices.

In fact, this practice became such an abuse 
that a special decree as to the obliteration 
of the stamps was issued in 1855, and it was 
then that the gridiron type of postmark was 
brought into use for cancelling the stamps, 
and the small round date-mark was for the 
future merely impressed on the letter and 
not on the stamps themselves.

To add to the troubles of the postal 
authorities forgeries soon began to make 
their appearance. Forgeries of the 1 bajoc- 
cho, 5 bajocchi (two types), and 8 bajocchi are 
known which duly passed through the post 
without detection. These forgeries were pro
duced by lithography at Bologna during the 
years 1855 to 1857.

As mentioned before, the lower values 
differed greatly in shade during the period 
of use—1852 to 1867. The only means of 
finding out the approximate time of the use 
of each shade is, o f course, by means of 
stamps on the original envelope. Unfortu
nately, although some of the values are 
obtainable with comparative ease in that 
condition, others—notably the J  bajoccho, 
which was mostly used for franking news
papers—are decidedly scarce on original.

There seem to be at least five distinct 
shades of the J  bajoccho—grey, violet, red- 
violet, rose-violet, and brownish violet. The 
first two shades are the commonest, the last 
shade is rather scarcer, while the fourth 
shade is much harder to obtain than any of 
the others.

The 1 bajoccho is found in at least three 
distinct shades. This stamp was first issued 
in a pale blue-green colour, which lasted for 
about three years. Then comes a similar 
but rather darker shade; and during the 
later years of the currency of the stamp a 
deep blue-green paper was employed.

There are four shades of the 2 bajocchi, 
the commonest o f which is a medium yellow- 
green. The stamp is found in this colour 
from 1852 to 1863, though there are intervals 
in this period when other shades were cur
rent. The next most common shade is a 
greenish white, which is the usual colour of 
this stamp from 1864 to 1867, the last year 
of use. Scarcer shades are (1855) bluish 
green, and (1858) deep bluish green.
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The 3 bajocchi stamp occurs in three 
different shades—chamois, buff, and (later) 
dark ochre.

There are five varieties of shade in the case 
of the 4 bajocchi—ochre-brown, chamois, 
bright chamois, straw, and bright yellow. 
The dull shades are the earlier and the 
bright shades the later printings. The 
second shade is considerably scarcer than 
the others, which are all equally common.

The next value, the 5 bajocchi, varies in 
shade from the palest rose to the deepest 
crimson. The pale shades are the earlier, 
and the stamp is not met with in the deep 
shades till the year 1861 , although previously 
a rather deeper coloured paper .had been 
used. From 1 861 onwards the deep shades 
are the rule.

The 6 bajocchi is found in bright grey, 
greenish grey, pearl-grey, and grey-lilac. 
The third shade is scarcer than the two first, 
and the last shade is the scarcest.

The remaining four stamps of the set do 
not appreciably vary in shade, with the ex
ception of the 50 bajocchi, which is found 
printed in dark ultramarine (from a worn 
plate) as well as in the ordinary pale blue 
colour.

The £ bajoccho (grey) exists printed tcte- 
becke, and the 1, 3, 4, and 5 bajocchi are

occasionally met with printed front and back. 
There are two types of the 1 bajoccho, the 
lines of separation being arranged differ
ently in each case. ,

The fourteenth stamp on the sheet, in at 
least some of the printings of the 2 bajocchi, 
has no stop after b a j .

The £ to 8 bajocchi stamps are found cut 
diagonally or vertically for use as J ,  $, or J  
o f their full face value, and there is no doubt 
that the postage was duly prepaid thus, 
although the practice was never officially 
authorized. 3

These stamps were occasionally obliter- 
ated with a large black St. Andrew’s |
Cross. This postmark is said to have j
been used in Ferrara during an outbreak ij
of the plague.

The present unpopularity of the stamps of 
the Papal States would appear to be due 
in some degree to the large number of re- < 
prints, which were made on more than one 
occasion, o f the later issues. It should be ■
remembered that the first issue has never •
been reprinted; and although the stamps 
are by no means beautiful or artistic in 
appearance, they have a quaintness of their i 
own, and are by no means undeserving of 
a good deal more attention than they at 
present receive. -

mythology and Philately
B y  SEMICOLON

IN looking through a stamp collection 
the collector will find many stamps the 
designs on which are more or less unin

telligible, and perhaps none are more so 
than those having reference to the myth
ology of ancient Greece and Rome. Our 
Gibbons, it is true, gives us a line of descrip
tion under each stamp, but in many cases 
this is merely a name conveying no meaning 
except to the classical scholar. A few notes 
on these designs may perhaps be of interest 
to readers of the Weekly.

The most popular deity for philatelic pur
poses, that is, for representation on stamps, 
is undoubtedly Mercury, or Hermes as he 
Was called by the Greeks ; and the reason is 
not far to seek. He was the messenger and 
herald of the gods, and as such is shown on

the Newspaper stamps of Austria, the Brazil 
1000 reis of 1894-1904, the early issues of 
Greece and also the issue for 1901, the

Parcel Post stamps of Salvador, and on the 
50 c. types of Uruguay for 1890 and 1895. 
In all o f these he is shown wearing the 
familiar winged head-dress; but the best

fc-\
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type is that of Greece for 1901, in which he 
is shown with the winged head-dress and 
sandals which gave him his great speed, and 
also carrying the herald’s staff or caduceus. 
Another capacity in which Hermes is repre
sented on stamps is that of protector of 
games and gymnastics. On the 40 1. of the 
1906 issue for Greece we see him with sym
bols of games and fetes, though why his

wings sprout from his back and his hair is 
done in such ladylike fashion it is hard to 
understand. The 2 dr. of the first Olympic 
Games issue shows a statue by Praxiteles, 
the great sculptor of the ancient Greeks, 
which represents Hermes holding the infant 
Bacchus (the god of wine) on his arm. 
Hermes was also the god of commerce, the 
protector of travellers, and was regarded by 
the degenerate Romans as the god of fra u d ., 
perjury, and tunning. One other stamp is

devoted to him, the Crete 1 1., 1900; but this 
calls for no comment.

The next group of stamps which have any 
bearing on our subject are those issued for 
the island of Crete in .1900 and 1905. The 
mythology of Crete was similar to that of the 
Greeks and Romans, and centred round 
Mount Ida, a  lofty mountain in the centre of 
the island, shown on the 5 dr. for 1905.

This mountain was the reputed birthplace of 
Jupiter, and was therefore peculiarly sacred.

Jupiter (Greek Zeus) was the greatest of 
the gods who dwelt on Mount Olympus in 

Greece. He was the ruler 
of gods and men, and con
trolled the fate of every indi
vidual. He was the upholder 
of justice, was worshipped as 
the fatherly god, but was also 
feared as the god who sent 
storms, thunderbolts, and 
lightning. The early idea of 

Jupiter gave him perhaps a better character 
than any of the other gods, though later 
myths have not tended to improve it. His 
chief trouble seems to have been to rule the 
rebellious gods and goddesses and to settle 
their disputes, as in addition to many minor 
deities and deified men he had to control 
Neptune, Mars, Apollo, Mercury, Vulcan, 
Vesta, Ceres, Juno, Minerva, Venus, and 
Diana, most of whom appear on stamps. 
Jupiter is commemorated by the Crete 20 1. 
o f 1905.

Next in importance comes Juno or Hera, 
the wife of Jupiter, who is shown on the 5 1. 
and 201. for 1900. She was the chief goddess,

but was equalled in power by Venus, the god
dess of love, who always opposed her. Juno 
was regarded as the goddess of marriage, 
and many splendid temples were dedicated 
to her.

Diana or Artemis was at first more especi
ally worshipped under the latter name by 
the Greeks, but afterwards by both Greeks 
and Romans. She was the daughter of 
Jupiter and the twin sister of Apollo. She 
was the goddess of hunting, being herself a 
huntress, and also the goddess of the moon. 
The 2 1. of the 1905 issue bears a  very curi
ous design, showing Diana holding a bow 
and accompanied by two hunting dogs.

Triton, shown on the 2 5 1., 1905, was the
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son of Neptune and Amphitrite, the deities 
of the sea. He has a 
human body and the tail 
of a  fish, being, in fact, a 
“ merman,” and is usually 
represented with a trident 
and conch-shell.

Talos, or Perdix, was the 
nephew of Datdalus, a 
skilled artist and crafts
man, and was educated by 

him. Diedalus, envious of his superior 
skill, threw him down from the top of the 
temple of Minerva on the Acropolis, but the 
goddess caught him and changed him into 
a bird, called after him p erd ix , the partridge. 
He is shown on the I dr. for 1900 in an 
intermediate stage of this transformation.

Minos was a legendary king of Crete, 
who after death was appointed judge and 
ruler of the dead. He is shown in this 
character on the 2 dr. o f the 1900 issue.

Iiritomartis was a Cretan nymph. Minos 
fell in love with her and pursued her for nine 
months, after which she jumped into the sea 
and was made immortal by Diana. On the 
Crete 5 1. of 1905 she is shown resting in a 
tree, probably feeling tired after her long run.

Ariadne, daughter of Minos, king of Crete, 
fell in love with Theseus, one of the great 
heroes of ancient Greece, but on leaving 
Crete with him she was killed by Diana. 
An ancient coin bearing her head appears 
on the 50 1. for 1905.'

Europa. The 1 dr., Crete, 1905, shows 
Jupiter, in the form of a bull, running away

to Crete with Europa, fthe daughter of a 
king of Phoenicia. Europa afterwards be
came the mother of Minos.

(To be continued,)

Temptations for IDtt* Buxton
B y  FORMICA

A  C E R T A IN  evening newspaper, ever 
ready to afford opportunities in its 
columns for the advancement of its 

readers’ bright ideas, amongst other sugges
tions for making up the revenue lost by the 
decline of the insidious “ Limerick,” pub
lished the following letter :—

Fresh 6d. Stamps Annually

Scattered all over the world are many thou
sands of stamp collectors, and whenever a fresh 
stamp is issued every one of these enthusiasts 
at once endeavours to obtain a specimen.

Let the Postmaster-General take advantage of 
this fact and issue a fresh 6d. stamp annually. 
This would entail but little extra work for the 
Post Office, as au enormous number of the 
stamps would not be used, but merely added to 
collections.

A further extension of this scheme would be to 
have a long-shaped stamp instead of a square 
one, and to nave the King's head in the middle,

the year at the bottom, and a design referring to 
some distinctive event of the year at the top.

For instance, this year’s stamp might have 
“  1908 ”  at the bottom, and a small sketch of 
the Exhibition or the Olympic Games at the top.

This would necessitate the stamps not being 
issued until about the middle of the year; but 
it would make a complete set of great historical 
value, and would undoubtedly lead to their 
collection by thousands of persons not hitherto 
interested in Philately.

It is a  lady to whom has been vouchsafed 
this brilliantly original (we don’t think) 
notion, one of those apparently, happily 
rare amongst collectors, who are ready and 
eager to buy anything whatsoever, so it be 
cheap. Doubtless, as she suggests, Mr. 
Buxton might reap as rich a harvest as 
any of his contemporary postmasters are 
doing, but we have every confidence that 
Mr. Buxton values his dignity and that 
of the Post Office at a higher price than



GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY 107

sixpence. Besides, this lady’s scheme either 
goes too far or does not go far enough ; 
either let us eschew these commemorative 
works of art, leave exhibition stamps to our 
Roumanian and New Zealand friends, and 
Olympic memorials to the nation which has 
at least some local right and excuse for such 
lapses from postal virtue, or let us go in for 
the thing in a whole-hoggish way as our 
American cousins have shown how, and 
give a special stamp to each of our national 
heroes. In this case His Gracious Majesty’s 
portrait might be kept exclusively for use 
on the one-pound stamp to denote his 
sovereignty [Joke.—E d.], the lower values 
could be devoted to Little England states
men and minor poets, whilst our national 
monuments could be represented by Nelson’s 
Column and the little Brown Dog of Batter
sea.

But if this is to be made a really paying 
proposition, it would be a mistake to confine 
the portraits to statesmen and so on ; why,

every schoolboy in England would rush to 
plank down his shilling and sixpence, if 
these values bore the portraits of “ W. G.” 
and the Jam Sahib (overprinted with their 
latest scores); and Danny Maher riding a 
good finish would be worth half-a-crown 
each way to any racing man ; but the idea 
could be extended indefinitely—Miss Pank- 
hurst, Maud Allan, General Booth, and 
Harry Lauder, or a new set every week with 
the whole of the Tivoli programme. Will 
Mr. Buxton be able to resist the temptation? 
For our part we hope he will, or it means 
new premises for S. G., simply in order to 
house the catalogue. No, tempting as it all 
sounds, it has been the honourable tradition 
of the Post Office of Great Britain to have 
as few changes in the stamps as possible, 
and for sixty-eight years the Sovereign’s 
head has served well enough for design : let 
it be so still. A better portrait of the King 
we may get one day, though never a better 
King.

Overprints and Surcharges
B y  CHARLES S. QUENTON

A S U R C H A R G E  is an overprint, but an 
overprint is not necessarily a sur
charge. It is advisable to state this, 

since both terms are apt to be used without 
distinction; unless, indeed, which is too 
often the case, all overprints are lumped to
gether in one lot and generically termed 
“ surcharges.” A  surcharge, literally, is one 
charge (or value) upon another; an over
print is the printing of any matter on a 
stamp which does not effect the value of 
the stamp.

Overprints are more numerous and varied 
than collectors would at first suppose. A 
typical overprint is that where the stamps of 
one country are used to start the postal sys
tem of another country, the mother-country 
providing an outfit for her offspring. We 
see this in the new African colonies : in 
British Central Africa, British East Africa, 
British Somaliland, and British Bechuana- 
land. Among our older possessions, Gibral
tar and Cyprus started with similarly over
printed stamps ; while within the last few 
months almost the Maidive Isles, Papua, 
and Brunei have overprinted themselves 
into existence, an existence which otherwise, 
outside the pages of a gazetteer, might have 
remained undiscovered' by philatelists. A 
more limited use of the overprint occurs in 
the Levant and in Morocco (“  Morocco 
Agencies” ), where it represents certain 
European post offices only. The British

Post Office in Siam (1882-5) was represented 
by a single “  B ” (for Bangkok)on the Straits 
Settlement stamps o f 1867-86; and “  G. W.°, 
afterwards a single “  G ” only, of per
plexing variations, stood for Griqualand 
during the whole of the philatelic lifetime 
of that portion of South Africa (1874-80). 
Other overprints celebrate cheaply Jubilees 
and Relief Funds; there are “ V. R .’s ” 
and “ V .R .I.’s,”  and “ E .R .I .s ” in plain 
and fancy type (see F iji) ; there are heads 
overprinting heads without a crown (Peru), 
and crowns without a head, as in Cook 
Islands ; Chili overprints its Arms on Peru
vian stamps, and Peru overprints them back 
again ; stamps are localized by overprinting 
the names of districts, as in M exico; and 
we have the various official or counting- 
house overprints, having to do with depart
ments ; deficit (unpaid letters) revenue 
stamps overprinted “  Postage,” and postage 
stamps made available for revenue. There 
are “  Specimen ” stamps—a large and, at 
present, despised class, though they are 
genuine “  first impressions ’’ ; and there are 
the values overprinting other values, and 
closely resembling surcharges, necessitated 
by a change of currency, as in the 1878 
issue of Mauritius, where cents, equivalent 
to the pence, overprint the pence. Also that 
early instance of an overprint being crowded 
into the blank label, the 2 cents of Mauritius 
lilac-rose (1878). There are other in
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stances of overprints where distinction be
tween somewhat similar stamps is the object, 
as the 3d. and 6d. of Great Britain, 1883, 
and the British Guiana 2 cents of 1889 
(Gibbons, No. 151).

But whether a stamp is overprinted or 
surcharged, it belongs to a class that is o f a 
provisional or makeshift character—though 
“  Provisional * must not be taken always as 
representing only such surcharged stamps— 
and which cannot, in the proper order of 
things, last for any great length of time. 
Hence there is an attraction about a sur
charged or provisional stamp that few phila
telists can resist (collectors only bar them 
when their price becomes prohibitive); and 
when to this attraction, on account of prob
able rarity, is added the further attraction 
which the printer’s art almost always pro
vides, that o f errors of spelling and defective 
lettering, it must be acknowledged that pro
visional surcharged stamps,however “ shady” 
their origin (we do not believe in the neces
sity of the four Caymans recently made, but 
we should like them in blocks of four!), are 
easily first favourites with the great bulk of 
collectors.

We purpose in this article to consider the 
matter of overprinting and surcharging from 
almost a technical standpoint, as opposed to 
that aspect o f the matter which debates the 
question — and the question crops up at 
almost every quarter of the globe, from 
Papua to the Caymans—whether this or that 
surcharge is necessary. But viewing the 
question as “ the man in the street,” who, 
from his peripatetic nature, cannot possibly 
be aphilatelist, since concentration is not one 
of his attributes, we are of opinion that no 
surcharge or overprint is absolutely neces
sary. This is a bold statement to make, but 
we shall attempt to justify it by further de
claring that by a little prevision in the man
agement of colonial affairs—it is the off
spring of our own and the other European 
nations over seas that are the chief offenders, 
the smaller the dependency the more the 
provisionals seem to be the rule—no post 
office need be out of stock of low value (or 
other value, for that matter) stamps for the 
sake of a few reams of perforated paper. 
It is a well-known fact that the gum on 
the backs of stamps is highly nutritious; 
for see how lovingly twenty-five one lepton 
stamps of Greece or Crete, and that broad
side of fractional values of Spain, the £ c. 
de peseta, cover both sides of large en
velopes, and then only equal twopence half
penny. A  million stamps cost the issuing 
country but a few pence per thousand. In 
any country where nine-tenths of the popu
lation cannot read or write, or where they 
only use stamp-edging to mend a puncture 
in a bicycle-tyre, such a  number ensures 
eternal currency. In a parenthesis we might

remark that where you find any large stock 
of obsolete-type stamps current, you may 
safely infer that that country is not doing 
justice to its missionaries and other educa
tors ; it wants an army of occupation and a 
new Licensing Bill to hurry things along and 
bring them up to date. Mr. Buxton, the 
Postmaster-General, in opening the Junior 
Philatelic Exhibition recently, is reported as 
saying that he had the new stamps of 1908 
in hand ; that is, we take it, the supply for 
the whole year in advance. Our depen
dencies must, on a smaller scale, have 
advance supplies, and nothing but short
sightedness or wilful misjudgment can result 
in any particular value giving out. Changes 
in currency are foreshadowed months before 
they actually occur; and even when we set 
out to appropriate any new country, or best 
part of a whole continent—and the betting is 
generally a hundred to one on our chance of 
ultimate success—a new set of stamps for the 
projected new colony could be packed square 
with the Bibles and the new Army Regu
lations, and would not only interest the army 
on the march, but would keep their friends 
interested at home. And Philately would 
lose nothing by it, since, if we conquer, 
civilization advances much quicker by the 
aid of the new king on the new stam ps; if 
we are conquered, King Edward V II simply 
loses a  prefix, and instead of being “  De
fender,”  becomes “ Pretender”—an interest
ing memento, too, which Philately would 
perpetuate as history.

Taking then, for brevity of expression, 
surcharges and overprints as one and the 
same, it is characteristic of all surcharges 
that whatever may be the subsequent method 
of fixing them into plates, or duplicating 
them, or hardening their surfaces, they are 
mostly type-set. It will readily be under
stood that, wherever possible, such type-set 
formes are not actually printed from ; the 
head-quarters of most stamp-issuing coun
tries, however remote from the higher civili
zation they may be, generally run a newspaper 
of some sort, and as the newspaper would 
have the most influence locally, and the 
largest supply of type, it would be the most 
likely firm to supply the surcharge, and a 
mould could be made of this and the stereo
type plates cast from it (linotype lines would 
do equally as well). This plate could be 
further hardened—stereotype plates are not 
the hardest of metals, though they would 
give “ sharp”  impressions up to 50,000 under 
normal pressure—by electrotyping ; that is, 
giving it a copper printing-surface instead of 
lead. This “ fixing” process by means of 
plates is at once the weakness and the 
strength of this method of printing: the 
weakness by reason of slight errors, “ spaces” 
showing, etc., being remedial only by re
casting the plate; and the strength by reason
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of every letter being fixed and immovable. 
We see the result of the first in defective 
surcharges which occur again and again in 
every new batch of a particular stamp issued. 
In Morocco Agencies there is a variety with 
a broad top to “  M ” in the Queen issue of 
1900, and it occurs on the King issue so late 
as 1905. Had the surcharge been reset and 
recast we should have got the differences, 
again, probably-—still with the Morocco 
Agencies set in view—that exist between the 
London and the local print, with possibly 
some further variations in the capitals or in 
the spacing.

In reverting once again to the distinction 
between surcharges and overprints, it is 
noticeable that the former are o f  local work
manship and the latter of London workman
ship as a rule. A s we are considering all 
stamps, however, we must extend this re
mark somewhat, and say that overprints are 
printed by the same stamp printers, and 
surcharges by local printers. An instance 
that comes to mind readily is the first issue 
of Gibraltar. Most collectors of English 
stamps know that English stamps did 
service in Gibraltar from 1857 to 1886, as 
shown by the postmark “  G &  A  26.” In 
January of the latter year, however, a series 
for Gibraltar was decided upon, and as there 
does not appear to have been in existence a 
key-plate that could have been used at once 
by the insertion of the name and values only, 
the stamps of Bermuda were overprinted in 
the now familiar condensed block type. 
This block type, by the way, is as character
istic of Messrs. De La Rue’s work as their 
surface-printed stamps. It is found in use 
for overprinting Cyprus on English ; the SL 
Helena surcharges ; and, latterly, the official 
overprints on our English stamps, besides 
stamps like British Bechuanaland, which 
were sent out from home. Another feature 
of this system of overprinting, showing the 
care that was taken to make the issue as 
distinct as possible from the Bermuda 
stamps which were used, is seen in the 
watermark and colours of the stamps. There

were seven values overprinted : |d., id., 2d., 
2^d., 4d., 6d., is.

We arrange, side by side, the then current 
Bermuda and the Gibraltar, and it will be 
seen at once that the overprinted stamps 
were specially printed—in other words made 
—for the new purpose they had to serve.

B er muda .— 1886. 
id ., stone ; C C ; 14 
id.,rose-red j C A j 14 
2d., blue do.
2 jd ., ultramarine do. 
4d., oran.-red; C C ; 14 
6d., violet do.
is., green do.

G ib r a lt a r . — 1886. 
id ., dull green; C A ; 14 
id., rose-red do.
2d., violet-brown do.
2 id ., ultramarine do. 
4d., orange-red do.
6d., deep lilac do.
is., yellow-brown do.

Of these seven values, only two—the 2$d., 
ultramarine, and the id., rose-red—could 
possibly have been forged by overprinting, 
a matter more for the philatelist even then 
than for the postal authorities. This adapt
ability o f existing designs to the making of 
new values by a change of colour and 
overprinting is further exemplified in the 
Bermuda farthing, issued in 1901 and still 
current, where the shilling value was printed 
in grey and surcharged “ One Farthing.” 
Had these Bermuda stamps been in exist
ence in the key-type—that is, with the head 
only, leaving the top and value labels to be 
inserted at a  subsequent printing—the infer
ence is that, like the Mauritius 2 cents of 
1878, which was printed over a blank label, 
the value could have appeared without the 
bar. That a  danger exists in thus changing 
the colour of a well-known stamp for sur
charging purposes is shown by the Straits 
Settlements 32 c., carmine-rose, which 
escaped the surcharge altogether, and exists 
in the unofficial colour, carmine-rose, as 
stated. Another interesting feature about 
the Bermuda-Gibraltar set is that the 
colours used for Gibraltar in 1886 for the 2d. 
and the is., and the new watermark for the 
4d., did not affect Bermuda stamps until 
1893 and 1904 respectively, though it is safe 
to assume that the change of colour and 
watermark was in contemplation when the 
Gibraltar stamps were made.

{To be conitnued.\

E Philatelic Index Expupgatonius
B y  GASRING

IN the June number of the P .J.G .B . there 
appears a letter suggesting a “ Gumpap 
Black List,” without, however, suggest

ing the necessary working details for formu
lating such a list. The same idea occurred 
to the writer some months ago, and the 
following scheme has since then been slowly 
evolved.

The Royal Philatelic Society should, as 
the oldest (I believe I am right in so terming

it) and chief o f philatelic societies, take 
the responsibility of issuing these black lists. 
In the first instance it would circulate to all 
the philatelic journals and societies in the 
country a list o f those stamps and issues 
which are generally acknowledged as super
fluous gumpaps, erring, if at all, on the side 
of leniency. With the list so circulated 
would be a notice that the R.P.S. intended 
to place all the stamps and issues in the list
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on an Index Expurgatorius at a date three 
or six months hence, if the committee gath
ered, both from the philatelic journals and 
societies and from private letters, that such 
action would be generally approved by the 
philatelic world.

The interval of three or six months would 
give ample time for every one’s views to be 
aired on the subject, and there is little doubt 
but that such action, emanating from a 
society of such high standing as the R .P.S., i 
would be most popular amongst philatelists ! 
of all grades. When a stamp or issue had j 
been thus black-listed it would not neces
sarily be removed from catalogues, but a i

heavy IJ might be placed against it, sig
nifying that it was on the R .P .S. Black 
List.

Besides directly benefiting all philatelists 
except the speculative type, the existence of 
such a black list would undoubtedly indirectly 

[ benefit them by discouraging unnecessary 
| issues, as the immediate black-listing of such 

would probably mean a financial loss to the 
offending Government or speculators, as the 
case might be. At any rate, there are no 
disadvantages or obstacles in the path of 
such a reform, whilst the advantages are so 
enormous that it is needless to further dilate 
upon them.

Out* Help Zealand Lcttcv
B y  N. Z.

S IN C E  writing my last notes, wherein 
I deprecated the “  severe ” attention 
which several philatelic journals were 

paying to the “  King Edward Land” rubbish, 
my friend “  Pelure,” in a leading New 
Zealand weekly, writes as follows :—

I am very pleased to see that all the Home 
journals vehemently denounce the “  King Edward 
Land" rubbish. I don’t think, however, they 
were ever issued as stamps, to be collected by 
stamp collectors, but merely to serve as memen
toes of the Antarctic expedition.

“  Pelure”  is a trusted writer of great phila
telic knowledge, and I was extremely pleased 
to see his note. Let us hope this is the last 
time 1 shall ever have to refer to such rub
bish, and that none of the European cata
loguers or New Issue “ boomers” will touch 
them.

Our small size 3d., 4d., 6d., is . have now 
all appeared with the comb-machine per
foration 1 4 x 1 3 ! .  The difference is so 
small from the old style of 14 all round that 
I sincerely hope Gibbons will not differen
tiate between the two perfs. We have

quite enough small varieties in this colony’s 
stamps already.

I hear our Officials are soon to disappear 
from view. There has been such a huge 
amount o f dissatisfaction amongst the 
various Government departments over them 
that their early decease is bound to come. 
A t the present time some departments use 
Officials, some have only “  slot ”  machines, 
some are postage free, and some use ordinary 
adhesives.

A fine collection was recently sold in 
Wellington for £ 26 2, and was a  bargain at 
the price. It contained some fine New 
Zealands and Australians, all which are much 
sought after by collectors out here.

I n a recent number of a leading London 
philatelic journal I notice a writer filling in 
the prices for all unpriced values of New Zea
land in Gibbons, 1908. I am afraid he must 
be a buyer, as his prices could be offered in 
vain here for many varieties he quotes. 
These perfs. and papers of Jd . and id. 
values issued in 1901-3  are a most interest
ing kind of study.

Philatelic Societies
Junior Philatelic Society
Brighton Branch

Mon. S10. at*4 Trta*.: J .  Inland, 10$  Wtotom Road, Moot. 
At  the kind invitation of Mr. Herbert Clark, a country

fathering was held at Malta House, Angmertng, on 
'riday, 17 July. Owing to the threatening aspect o f the 

weather the gathering was small but select. It said much 
for the courage o f tne ladies that half o f the lady mem
bers were present against one-ninth of the gentlemen. 
However, the more attention was bestowed upon the 
latter as a consequence I Under the gutdaoce of Mr. 
Clark the party made an interesting tour of the gardens— 
and the raspberry canes 1

Opportunity was taken to conclude the annual business 
meeting, which bad been adjourned, and, on the motion of 
the Chairman, seconded by Miss k . Foster, the annual 
report and balance-sheet was adopted.

The Secretary read a letter from the publishers of the 
P h ila ttiic  W orld, a new journal, offering to present 
copies for distribution among the members. On the 
motion of the Chairman, seconded by the Secretary, 
the offer was accepted with thanks.

The Secretary announced that arrangements had been 
made to hold tne meetings in future at the Royal Hotel, 
Queeo’s Road, Brighton.

After a vote of thanks to Mr. Clark, the party departed 
for the station in drenching rain.
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new Issues and Discoveries
B y  FRANK PHILLIPS

/  should be most grateful If readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
Issues o f  stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once If 
desired, together with stamp for  postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILL4P8, 391 8trand, London, W.O.

Afghanistan. — According to Champion's 
Bulletin (25.7.08), the 1 rupee has now appeared 
in deep green, instead of in blue.

S«

1908. Type 5*. Engraved. Im ferf.
35a!i r., deep green.

Antioquia.—We have seen a 20 c. of the 
1883-5 issue on wove paper; hitherto it has 
been catalogued on laid paper only.

30

1882-5. Type 30. Intperf. (b) Wove paper.
65<i|ao c., blue.

Belgium.—Recently a 1 centime stamp was 
issued with a new type of “ Sunday”  label, in 
which the latter was not joined to the stamp itself 
by scroll-work.

It appears that the words pas  l i v r e r  o f  the 
inscription were too close together, for Mr. Frank 
Wilson has kindly shown us a recent copy of this 
stamp with these two words a little wider apart. 
This is a very minor variety, and will only in
terest the specialist; it will not be included in 
our Catalogue.

Canada.—We have received a set of eight 
new stamps issued on the occasion of the cele
bration of the terden.enary of the founding of 
Quebec, to which We referred at length on page 
349 of our issue of 30 May last.

The stamps are all beautiful specimens of the 
engraver's and printer's arts, and are produced 
by the line-engraved process. It is useless to 
describe them, as the illustrations below speak for 
themselves.
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17 J u l y , 1908. Issue commemorative o f the Tercentenary 
o f the founding o f Quebec. Types 3 5  to 4 a . P e r f.it .

*45
*4*
*47
148
*49
150
<S«
*5*

4 C., sepia.
1 c  , green, 
a c ., rose-carmine.
$ C., indigo.
7 c ., olive-green.

10 c ., deep purple-mauve. 
(S c ., reddish m ange, 
a o c ., brown.

Ecuador.—Mr. William Ward sends us the 
new triangular stamp illustrated below. We will 
not say anything further about it, as we publish a 
short article on these stamps by Mr. Ward in 
another place in this issue of (7.5 . W.

84
(Printed by Waterlow & Sons, Ltd.)

J u k e , 1908. Type 84. Vignette in  black. P erf. 14. 
331(10  c ., ochre.

Persia.—We have been shown a copy of the 
recently issued 26 chahi stamp, overprinted 
“ Colis Postaux ”  diagonally, in black. We do 
not know if any other values exist with this 
overprint.

53 81
P a r c e l  Post S t a m p . Type 53, overprinted in  black 

w ith  Type 8 1, reading diagonally upw ards.
471126 ch., oraoge.brown.

Portuguese India.—We have been shown a 
copy of the 20 reis of the 1873-5 issue, with 
small figures of value, with the “ 20”  reading 
vertically upwards on the stamp, instead of hori
zontally. This is an uncatalogued variety and is 
due to the figures of value having been printed in 
afterwards, it being probable that an unfinished 
sheet got placed in the press sideways.

6
1873-6. Die II. Soft wove, slightly bluish Paper.

Type 6. S m a ll figu res o f value.
Variety. Figures o f valu e sidew ays {reading upwards). 

380(20 rets, veimilion.

Queensland.—We have been shown a copy of 
the 6d. with the new watermark.

s i  99
1908. Type sz. W mk. Crown and  A, Type sp.

P erf. 13 {comb-machine).
24<>|6d., yellow-green.

Sirmoor.—Major Evans writes as follows: 
“  Messrs. Stanley Gibbons have recently shown 
me a copy of a 2 annas stamp with a handstamped 
‘ On S. S. S .’ overprint, of a type which I de
scribed with some reserve, and not quite ac
curately, in my paper in the ATonthly Journal, 
June, 1905, page 260. The overprint has 4ON* 
for ‘ On/ and three letters ‘ S ’ without stops. 
I described it as having a small capital '  o * and 
large letter 4 N/ the ‘ O* being incompletely 
printed on my copy, and thus appearing to be 
smaller than the ‘ N.* The two letters are 
really about the same size, but are not set level; 
an important point, however, is that the specimen 
now shown me turned up among some common 
Sirmoor stamps, which is in its favour as an 
authentic variety.”

Printed by W. B rendon & S on, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S  t a n l e v  G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, Londoo,W.C.
15  August, 140$.
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Countries of the lilorid
B y  W. PERCY BARNSDALL 
German New Guinea

ERM A N  N E W  G U IN E A , geographi
cally, only applies to Kaiser Wilhelm’s 
Land, the north-east portion of the 

island of New Guinea (or Papua), with an 
estimated area of 70,000 square miles. Ad
ministratively it comprises also the Bismarck 
Archipelago (including some of the Solomon 
Islands), Caroline Islands, Marianne Islands, 
and Marshall Islands. It is said that in 
future all the above will be grouped under 
the title of German H us/ralia, a  much better 
description. The dea: o f government has 
been at Herbertshohe in the Bismarck Archi
pelago, so that the name of New Guinea 
has hardly fitted the situation. As the last 
three groups have each been favoured with 
separate issues Of stamps, which will be

discussed in turn, this article will only deal 
with the first two divisions.

New Guinea or Papua (the name given to 
it by the inhabitants of the Moluccas, be
cause the natives are black with frizzled hair) 
is, after Australia, the largest island in the 
world. Its existence was probably known in 
1 500, but the region does not appear to have 
been visited or sighted by Europeans till 
some years later. The-first to do so was 
Don Jorge de Meneses, a  Portuguese 
commander who accidentally overran his 
distance in voyaging from Malacca to 
Ternate in 1526. During the next few years 
other Portuguese and Spanish traders visited 
the western portions. In 1846 a Spaniard, 
Ynigo Ortiz4 e Ritds, anchored in the north*
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and was the first to call the place New 
Guinea, “ on account of the resemblance of the 
natives to negroes.” In 1601 Luis Vaz de 
Torres passed through the straits which still 
bear his name, and sailed along the south 
coast, taking possession in the name of the 
King of Spain. In the same year the Dutch 
began their settlements in the west, and for 
more than two centuries almost all explora
tions have been conducted by this nation. 
In 1700 Dampier, an Englishman, sailed 
along the north coast, surveying and nam
ing many points. In 1828 the western half 
of the island was placed under Dutch pro
tection. The eastern half was for some time 
roughly divided into English and German 
spheres of influence. Protectorates were 
respectively declared in 1884 over the south
east and north-east portions, and various 
conventions have since fixed approximate 
boundaries.

The coasts have been fairly well surveyed, 
but as regards the interior New Guinea, 
excepting one or two points, is still “ an isle 
of mystery.” It is known to contain lofty 
mountain ranges, many of a volcanic nature.

The few expeditions that have attempted 
to open up the interior of German New 
Guinea have found progress exceedingly 
difficult. There are no paths, the territory 
is terribly rugged and covered with a dense 
undergrowth, and the whole country is 
covered with dense, dank forest. Timber 
and a great variety of wood, valuable for 
cabinet-makers’ purposes, is plentiful, but 
difficult to obtain. The soil is very fertile, 
and in the settlements coco-palms and 
caoutchouc is chiefly cultivated. The climate 
is trying to Europeans on account of the 
heat combined with a superabundance of 
moisture. There are many rivers, one of 
which, the Kaiserin Augusta, has been 
ascended by sea-going steamers some two 
hundred miles.

The colony is directly administered by 
the Imperial German Government, but the 
development of its resources remains in the 
hands of the German New Guinea Company, 
chartered 17 May, 1885, and this company 
has sovereign rights. No arms or spirits are 
permitted to be sold, and labour traffic (for 
years a  vexed question in these parts) is for
bidden except for German plantations.

Friedrich Wilhelmshafen, the best natural 
harbour in New Guinea, has developed into 
a  permanent settlement. As the bay gives 
access to wide, fertile plains, there is no doubt 
that the settlement on its border has a  future. 
Other ports o f some promise are Berlinhafen, 
Konstantinhafen, Stephansort, and Finsch- 
hafen. The last named is delightfully situated 
on a good harbour and surrounded by park
like lands of extreme fertility.

The country is famed for its many varieties 
of the “  Bird of Paradise,” the most beauti

ful birds in the world, and only the large 
specimens of butterflies the country pro
duces can vie with them in the splendour 
of their colouring.

The population numbers some 100,000 
natives of the distinctive Papuan character, 
the main characteristic of which is the 
mop-shaped, frizzy head of hair. They are 
clever agriculturists, and on the whole 
friendly to the Europeans. They barter 
copra, mother-of-pearl, and trepang, and 
the exports (,£2500 in 1906) consist chiefly 
of the first named. The imports for the 
same year amounted to about £ 50,000.

I n November, 1884, a German Protectorate 
was declared over the New Britain Archi
pelago and several adjacent groups of 
islands, including a portion of the Solomon 
group, notably Bougainville and Buka, the 
two largest islands. These were then re
named together the Bismarck Archipelago. 
The only well - explored districts are the 
Gazelle Peninsula (Neu Pommern) and the 
small islets o f the Lauenburg group. Here 
several plantations are carried on successfully, 
the chief products being copra, cotton, coffee, 
and rubber. Imports in 1906, £  120,000; 
exports, mainly copra, .£75,000. The chief 
settlements are Matupi, a small island in 
Blanche Bay, entirely occupied by the 
establishment o f a successful trading firm, 
and Herbertshohe, the seat of administra
tion. Neu Pommern offers greater facilities 
to European settlers than any of the other 
islands, which, though of considerable size, 
are almost unapproachable, and man is 
almost wilder than nature. Confirmed can
nibals, the natives are nearly all very war
like, and offer strenuous opposition to all 
attempts at European ingress. Some islands 
have suffered from the Australian labour 
traffic. In the Solomon Islands sandal-wood 
and tortoise-shell are the chief commercial 
products.

Philatelic History
Like that o f other German colonies, the 

philatelic history is uninteresting. In the 
case of German New Guinea the overprinted 
stamps of the first issue do not provide

marked differences in the slope of the over
print. German specialists say there are two 
angles, but the difference is very slight 
The chief interest in the country is to be 
derived from a search for used copies and
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the collection of special postmarks. The 
issues have only been two in number, and 
up to the present no watermarked stamps 
have appeared. The following lists are 
sufficient description.

1897. Germ an stamps o f 1889 overprinted in  black.

Unused. Used.f. d. s. d.
3 pf., yellow-brown . . 1 6 2 0
3 ,, deep brown • 0 3 0 35 ,, green • 0 3 0 6

10 ,, carmine . . 0 4 0 6
20 ,, ultramarine . . 0 8 0 925 ,, orange . 2 0 2 6
50 ,, red-brown . 2 0 2 6

1900. Fram e in  second colour. Per/.

3 pf., brown . . . 0 1 0 t
5 •* green. , 0 1 0 1

( To

Unused. Used. 
s. d . t. d.

10 pf., carmine. . . . 0 2  0 2
20  ,, ultramarine . . . 0 4  —
25 ,, black and red on y e llo w . 0 5  —
30 ,, ,, orange on b uf f  0 6  —
40 ,, ,t carmine. . 0 7  —
50 ,» ,, violet on buf f .  0 8  —
So u ,, carmine on rose 1 3  —

1 m., carmine . . . . 1 4  —
2 ,, blue . . . .  2 8 —
3 „  violet . . . . 4 0  —
S ,, carmine and black . . 6 6  —

P L B A S B  NOTE
The Prices quoted In the foregoing article ere token from our publishers* latest Stock Books, ami 
are, therefore, the Prices at which Stanley Olbhons, Ltd., w ill have pleasure In supplying any 
of the stamps that may be needed by any of our readers.

Twentieth Century Colonials
71 Guide to the Postal Adhesives of the British Empire 
Issued during the first Six Years of the Twentieth Century 
(January, 1901-June, 1907)
W r i t t e n  a n d  C o m p il e d  b y  D. B. ARMSTRONG
PART II—continued (CO PYRIGH T R E SE R V E D .}

British Possessions in Asia— continued

L a b u a n

T H E  island and British Crown Colony 
of Labuan is situate in Brunei Bay, 
about forty miles from the north-west 

coast of Borneo, and forms one of the Malayan 
Archipelago. Its area is thirty-one square 
miles, and it boasts a total population of 
only 8411, the population having decreased 
of late years owing to emigration to the 
mainland of North Borneo, where the re
sources are more numerous.

Labuan came into the possession of Great 
Britain in 1846, when as a result o f a re
bellion on the part of the Sultan of Brunei, 
his capital was occupied by an armed force, 
and in expiation of his crime he ceded the 
island of Labuan, almost his sole remaining 
possession, to be administered by Great 
Britain, the island at that time being un
inhabited. Valuable and extensive coal 
mines were discovered there, and the capital, 
Victoria, having an excellent harbour, was 
made an Admiralty coaling station, and

although under the new naval programme 
it has lost much of its former importance, 
the harbour is still occasionally visited by 
ships of the East Indian Squadron. The 
first permanent settlement made on the 
island took place two years after its acquisi
tion, when Sir Jam es Brooke, afterwards 
Rajah o f Sarawak, was appointed first 
Governor of the colony. Early in the 
eighties the control o f the island was 
ceded by the British Government to the 
British North Borneo Company, and it was 
administered under their jurisdiction until 
1 January, 1906, when by Royal Warrant 
the Governor o f the Straits Settlements was 
appointed to be Governor also o f Labuan, 
and by a further official notice published in 
the London Gazette it was announced that 
His Majesty had been pleased, by Letters 
Patent passed under the Great Seal o f the 
United Kingdom, and dated 30 October, 
1906, that the boundaries of the Straits 
Settlements should be extended, in order 
that the colony o f Labuan might be in*
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eluded in them ; and in January of the 
following year the island passed completely 
out of the hands of the British North Borneo 
Company. As is stated above, the colony’s 
chief importance lies in its coal mines, which 
have been developed to an annual output of 
over 50,000 tons, the coal itself being of a 
highly superior quality.

The island’s chief trade is maintained with 
Singapore, whence are exported sago, flour, 
gutta-percha, wax, and edible birds’-nests, 
earthenware, and ornamental brass.

The inhabitants consist largely of Chinese 
merchants, with a sprinkling of Malays and 
Dyaks, with some Hindoos and a handful 
of Europeans.

Victoria is connected by cable with both 
Singapore and North Borneo.

Currency.— 100 cents =  Si =  2s. 4d.
Labuan was admitted to the Universal 

Postal Union on 1 April, 1877.
Stamps first issued in May, 1879.
During the somewhat lengthy period of 

its administration by the officials o f the 
British North Borneo Company, Labuan was 
provided with the current stamps of that 
protectorate, overprinted at the top with the 
name of the island, and like the country 
whose stamps these were, Lubuan gained 
for itself an unenviable notoriety amongst 
philatelists for the number of its issues, 
which were made solely for the purpose 
of extracting revenue from stamp collectors, 
and from the fact that many of them never 
even saw the island of Labuan at all, but 
were sold at the British North Borneo’s 
Company’s offices in London, in complete 
sets, to dealers, neatly cancelled to order, at 
a mere fraction of their face value, and on 
this account many collectors refused to re
cognize the stamps of this colony in any 
way, and eschewed its postal emissions en
tirely. Since the island has, however, been 
taken over by the Straits Settlements Govern
ment this practice has, of course, ceased 
entirely, and the stamps of Labuan can only 
be obtained direct from the colony itself, 
which, however, no longer possesses a dis
tinctive issue of its own, but utilizes the 
current series o f the Straits Settlements, in 
which colony it is now incorporated, which 
can be distinguished only by means o f their 
postmarks.

The first stamps to be issued by this 
colony during the period reviewed by 

. these articles made their appearance about 
October, 1901, and as at that time the postal 
arrangements were still in the hands of the 
British North Borneo Company’s postal 
establishment, were first issued at the 
London offices of that organization, where 
they could be obtained in assorted lots, 
either with the surcharge l a b u a n  at the top, 
or without and inscribed ST A T E  O F N O RTH  
BORNEO , cancelled to order, or unused ; you

“ paid your money and took your choice,” 
but under no circumstances did you pay full 
face value for your purchases.

The stamps were of new denominations 
and extremely handsome designs, well calcu
lated to catch the eye of the inexperienced 
collector, who would take the oval con
glomeration of thick black bars applied with 
mathematical exactitude to the corner of each 
block of four stamps for a genuine postal 
cancellation, which theory not even the 
presence of the original gum on the back of 
the stamp would destroy, until the time when 
he would be enlightened as to the real nature 
of his possession by some more sophisti
cated friend.

Both stamps were oblong. The 10 c. de
picts a Bruang or Malay tree-climbing bear, 
indigenous to the island of Borneo ; he is 
depicted as exploring the branch of a tree in 
search of honey. The other stamp is of the 
value of 16 a , and has for its central design 
one of the trains of the new North Borneo 
Railway passing through a forest. The 
stamps were produced in the best plate- 
engraved manner, and have the word 
l a b u a n  overprinted at the top in a semi
circle obliterating the original inscription of 
ST A TE OK N O RTH  BORNEO.

1901 (O ctober ?).
Pictorial designs as above. Engraved and printed  

by Messrs. Waterlow &  Sons, London, in  
sheets o f too,, ten rows o f ten, without m arginal 
lines or inscriptions. Thick wove paper. A’o 
wmk. P erf. 14,15. Centre and surcharge in  
second colour. Overprinted l a b u a n  in  tall, 
thick sans-serif capitals in  a semicircle at the 
top. Inscriptions in  Arabic and M alay.

10 c . , slate-lilac and brown.
16 c ., chestnut and green.

N o t e .— In order to distinguish between 
genuinely used stamps and those cancelled 
to order, it is well to know that the regular 
cancelling stamp employed at the island post 
office consists of a plain double-lined circle, 
having the date in the centre, and the name 
of the issuing town and of the colony itself 
round the circumference, whilst that used in 
obliterating the cancelled-to-order stamps in 
London is composed of thick black bars in 
the form o f an oval similar to the early post
marks with serial numbers used by the 
British post offices abroad, whilst the former 
more nearly resembles the type o f postmark 
usually employed in Great Britain to-day.

Eleven months later a special series of 
stamps of a  new and distinctive design, and 
entirely separate from any used in North 
Borneo, was issued for use in the island, 
although, unfortunately, with the appearance 
of this special issue the practice o f cancelling 
stamps to order in complete sets in London 
was not discontinued.

In an ornamental frame reminiscent of an.
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elaborately carved mantelshelf is enclosed a 
magnificent drawing of an Imperial crown, 
significant of the fact that Labuan is a 
British Crown Colony, whilst above and 
below this emblem are the words l a b u a n  
and c o l o n y  respectively, in fancy block 
capitals. On the arch of the mantelshelf 
is inscribed the designation POSTAGE &  
r e v e n u e  in small white capitals upon a 
coloured ground, and at the foot of the 
stamp in a fancy frame the value in words, 
also in white. Numerals of value appear in 
circles in white at each of the bottom cor
ners of the design, and at either side of the 
stamp are inscriptions in Arabic and Malay. 
The majority of the series was issued in 
September, 1902, but the 1 c. and 3 c. de
nominations were not added until October 
of the following year.

1902-3.
Twelve values o f a new and striking design as 

above. No wmk. Thick wove paper slightly 
toned. Frame lithographed and centre engraved 
in taille-douce by Messrs. Waterlow dr* Sons in 
London, in sheets o f 100, ten rows of ten, with 
control numbers in the right-hand top corner. 
No marginal lines or inscriptions. Centre in 
second colour given. Figures in brackets indi
cate the various forms of perforation to be found 
on each value, and arc given on the authority of 
“ Ewen’s Weekly Stamp News.”

1 c., violet and black (13J, 14J).
2 c., green and black (134).
3 c., brown and black (134).
4 c., carmine and black (14, 13).
8 c., vermilion and black (134).

10 c., lilac and brown (15).
12 c., yellow and black (14, 16).
16 c., brown and green (14).
18 c., pale brown and black (14).
25 c., greenish blue and deep green (134, 15).
50 c., lilac and purple (14).
81, orange and brown (13).
The above and all issues of Labuan and 

North Borneo are extremely hard to find in 
a genuinely postally used condition.

In December, 1904, nine values of various 
of the older issues of North Borneo, which 
had, by way of using up the stock of these 
remainders, been issued at the British North 
Borneo Company’s offices in London, all 
reduced to one price by surcharging, viz. 4 
cents, were also issued at the same place 
overprinted l a b u a n  in addition to the new 
value. These stamps were entirely specula
tive and unnecessary, and the only excuse 
for their appearance was the desire upon the 
part of the directors of the Company to dis
pose of a surplus stock of old stamps without 
being put to the dead loss of having to 
destroy them by fire. ■ Few, if any, ever saw 
either North Borneo or Labuan, and they were 
mostly disposed of to "dealers in complete 
sets, unused or cancelled to order, without 
ever going outside of the Company’s offices.

1904.
Regular stamps of December, 1895, and April, 

1897, surcharged 4 cents in two lines, in black. 
No wmk. Wove paper. Engraved, printed, 
and overprinted by Messrs. Waterlow Sr Sons 
in London in complete sheets of 100 (excepting 
the 25 c., 50 c., and $ 1, which are in sheets 
of 30 only, ten rows o f five). Descriptions of 
designs given in brackets.

4 c. on 3 c. (issued 1897. Argus pheasant).
4 c. on 6 c. (issued 1827. Badge of British North 

Borneo Co.).
4 c. on 8 c. (issued 1897. Malay dhow).
4 c. on 12 c. (issued 1897. Crocodile).
4 c. on 18 c. (issued 1897. View of Mount Kini- 

Balou).
4 c. on 24 c. (issued 1897. Arms of N.B. Com

pany).
4 c. on 25 c. (issued 1897. Badge of Company).
4 c. on 39 c. (issued December, 1893. Arms of 

Company).
4 c. on $1 (issued December, 1895. Arms of 

Company).

During the following year (1895) three 
high values of the current series of British 
North Borneo were surcharged at Victoria, 
Labuan, for use in that colony, being in
tended chiefly for revenue use, in fact, the 
810  and 825 were available for fiscal pur
poses only. The first two values, the 82 
and 85, were issued in February, 1905, and 
the higher denominations in November of 
the same year.

1905-
( F e b r u a r y  a n d  N o v e m b e r .)

Designs o f British North Borneo, 1894. Sur
charged locally in the colony with the word 
l a b u a n  in tall, thick, sans-serif capitals on 
the 82, and in taller, thinner type on the re
maining values. Engraved and printed by 
Messrs. Waterlow Sr Sons in London. Large 
square stamps. No wmk. Perf. 14 fo r the 
82 and 15 fo r  the remainder. Design, Arms 
o f the British North Borneo Company. Over
printed in complete sheets o f (/believe) 50 stamps 
each.

82, dull green.
83, mauve.

810, brown.
825, blue.

Although Labuan had been incorporated 
in the Straits Settlements in October, 1906, 
the full control of the island’s affairs does 
not appear to have been assumed by the 
Government authorities of that colony until 
January of the following year, at any rate 
in postal matters. Apparently the entire 
stock of the Crown issue o f 1902-3 re
maining on hand at the Labuan Post Office, 
when it was taken over by the postal depart
ment of the Straits Settlements, was pur
chased from the British North Borneo 
Company at a valuation, as such denomina
tions of this issue as remained, after supplyr
ing the provisional issue for use in Brunei,

i
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were overprinted s t r a i t s  S E T T L E M E N T S  
in fancy type, and issued at the Labuan 
Post Office on I January, 1907. The reason 
for the stamps being surcharged was that 
as Labuan now formed part o f the Straits 
Settlements, its postal issues were also those 
of the latter colony, and by overprinting 
them in this manner they were created 
Straits Settlements stamps, and although on 
sale at the Labuan Post Office only, were 
valid for the prepayment of postage upon 
letters and parcels dispatched from any post 
office in the Straits Settlements colony.

Of the value most in demand for use upon 
correspondence, viz. 4 c., the equivalent of 
id. (for Labuan had joined the Penny Postal 
Union some years previously), the entire stock 
had been used up some months before, and 
it became necessary therefore to improvise 
provisional stamps of that value. The 
stamps were, I understand, overprinted in 
complete sheets of 100, ten rows of ten, in

the local press at Victoria, in small fancy 
serifed capitals, and the stamps thus sur
charged were issued at the Labuan Post 
Office, together with ordinary King’s Head 
stamps of the current issue of the Straits 
Settlements unsurcharged. As in the case 
with the provisional issue of Brunei, a large 
part of this series was snapped up by local 
philatelic speculators, consequently the prices 
of most of the values are somewhat high. 
The supply of 1 and 2 c. stamps overprinted 
was extremely small, and these denomina
tions of the provisional series were entirely 
exhausted by 9 February, 1907. The 3 c. 
lasted until the end of that month, and the 
4 on 12 until 19 April ; the 4 on 16, 4 on 18, 
and 8 c. were also exhausted by the 19th 
of that month ; and the remaining values 
lasted until July, 1907, by which time all of the 
surcharged issue was obsolete, and none but 
the current stamps of the Straits Settlements 
were obtainable at the Labuan Post Office.

(To be continued.')

mythology and Philately
By SEMICOLON

G R E E C E , which may be called the birth
place of mythology,devotes all its post
age stamps to classical subjects, as, in 

addition to the regular issues bearing repre
sentations of Mercury, there are issues com
memorating the two occasions on which the 
revived Olympic Games have been held at 
Athens. The first of these, the issue for 1896, 
is a very beautiful series, and though the 
colouring is not so brilliant as that o f the 
later issue, yet the tasteful designs of 1896 
compare very favourably with the grotesque 
apparitions on the stamps of 1906. Three

types of the 1896 series show ancient Greeks 
engaged in various forms of sport, while the 
1 dr. gives a view of the stadium or arena 
in which the Olympic Games took place.

On a vase shown on the 20 1. and 40 1. 
values is a  figure of Athene or Minerva, 
sometimes called Pallas Athene, one of the 
great goddesses. She was the daughter of 
Jupiter and Metis, the goddess of wisdom 
and prudence, and therefore combined the 
warlike qualities o f her father with the 
wisdom of her mother. She was the patron

deity of Athens, and the chief temple of the 
city, the Parthenon, was dedicated to her. 
A  view o f the Acropolis, the hill on which

the temples at Athens were erected, appears 
on the 10  dr. of the 1896 issue, and the 
Parthenon stands out prominently on it. 
Athene is also shown on the $9  Newspaper 
stamp of the United States.

Turning to the 1906 issue, we find stamps 
devoted to wrestling and racing, while the
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5 dr. is described as “  Offerings for the 
Olympic Gaines,”  which are not altogether 
unknown at the present day. The remain
ing types are devoted to various deities.

On the i 1. and 2 1. of this issue we are 
shown Apollo throwing the discus. At first 
sight it appears to be a representation of 
Mr. Bosanquet getting the spin on a 
“ googly,”  especially when the wickets in 
the background are noticed. One can al
most hear the umpire call “  N o b a ll! ” Re
garding the gentleman as Apollo, he has 
many vocations. He is the god of music, of 
flocks and herds, and, when called Phcebus 
Apollo, of the sun.

Atlas, who is shown on the 3 1. and 5 1. 
values of the 1906 issue, rebelled against the 
authority of Jupiter and was condemned to 
bear heaven on his head and shoulders. 
Collectors are indebted to the designers of 
the stamp for information as to his identity, 
as a casual inspection leads us to suppose 
that he is trying to “  loop the loop,” being 
shown walking inside a sphere just big 
enough to contain him. The top of this 
sphere is possibly meant to represent the 
sky which rests on his head, while he stands 
on the earth at the bottom. Atlas was after
wards changed into Mount Atlas as a pun
ishment for refusing shelter to Perseus, the 
Gorgon-slayer.

Hercules, the most celebrated of the 
ancient heroes of mythology, was famous for 
his great strength. All through his life he 
was pursued by the enmity of the goddess 
Juno, and most of his misfortunes may be 
traced to her. He first killed one of his 
tutors in a fit o f anger, and some years after, 
when he had married, Juno caused him to go 
mad and he killed his two children. He was 
ordered by the oracle at Delphi to serve

Eurystheus for twelve years as a penance, 
and it was during this period that he per
formed his famous twelve labours, in obedi
ence to the commands of Eurystheus. Nine 
of these labours consisted in capturing or 
killing various wonderful animals, the others 
being the Cleansing of the Stables of 
Augeas, the Capture of the Girdle of the 
Queen of the Amazons, and the Quest of 
the Apples of the Hesperides. Hercules 
appears on two of the oblong types of 
the 1906 issue of Greece. On the first of 
these he is shown holding up the heavens 
(in the form of a  heavy beam, on which are 
painted stars and crescents), while Atlas, 
who has been to fetch the apples of the 
Hesperides for him, is offering them to him.

Atlas is supposed to have been unwilling to 
take up the burden of the heavens again 
when once he was free, but Hercules tricked 
him into doing so and went off with 
the apples. On the 25 1. we see Hercules 
wrestling with Antaeus. The latter was a

monster famed for wrestling, and was invin
cible so long as any part of his body touched 
the ground. Hercules, knowing this, lifted 
him up, and so conquered him. This con
test was only one of the minor adventures of 
Hercules. After performing his twelve great 
tasks Hercules led a wandering and adven
turous life, and was finally killed by a 
poisoned shirt which his wife thought would

act as a  love charm. He was made immor
tal, was reconciled to J  uno, and married her 
daughter Hebe.

Ceres, the goddess of the earth and the 
protectress of agriculture, is shown on the
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stamps of several countries. The early 
issues of France bear her head crowned 
with garlands of wheat, while the Uruguay 
toe. o f 1895 shows a very modern represen
tation of the goddess, and on one of the
U. S. A. Newspaper stamps she is shown at 
full length.

The last group of classical stamps, which 
has already been mentioned, consists of

some of the Newspaper stamps of the 
United States of America.

Clio, the first o f the nine Muses, was the 
Muse of History, and is shown on the $6 of 
the series.

Vesta, one of the great Roman divinities, 
was the goddess of the hearth and home, 
and on her altar a fire was kept burning 
perpetually by the vestal virgins. On the 
S 12  Newspaper stamp she is holding a lamp 
or torch in her right hand.

Hebe or Juventas, the daughter of Zeus 
and Hera, was the goddess of youth. She 
was at first the cup-bearer of the gods, but 
when Hercules was received as a divinity she 
became his wife. She is shown on the §48 
value.

Though the stamps mentioned in this 
article belong to the despised class o f Pic
torial and Commemorative stamps, they will 
well repay the collector for any time spent in 
studying them, and their beautiful appear
ance adds greatly to the attractiveness of a 
stamp collection.

Overprints and Surcharges
B y CHARLES S. QUENTON

TH E  practice of overprinting and sur
charging stamps has grown with the 
extension and development of empires. 

Itfollows naturally upon what has been termed 
“ Imperialism”  in these islands, and on the 
Continent and in the United States from 
similar causes though probably not similarly 
named. “ Greater Britain ”  has fired France, 
Germany, Italy, Belgium, Portugal, and the 
United States with desires for colonial 
possessions, either to relieve their overgrown 
populations at home or to provide fresh 
materials for their markets and increased 
employment, or to engage those restless and 

-adventurous spirits who might otherwise be 
a  source of trouble in times of peace. Africa 
has been carved up and colonized by 
Europeans ; the United States and Japan 

.have got new possessions by conquest. I f

reference is made to a catalogue, it will be 
found that the countries named have very 
few provisional stamps, apart from the purely 
official overprints ; but turn up their colonial 
possessions, and very few exist without 
surcharged stamps. It would be invidious 
to point out all the colonies where these 
varieties occur: France has nearly four 
pages of them in Guadeloupe, issued between 
1900 and 1904 ; Portugal has a great many 
in Mozambique; and for ourselves, we are 
probably the greatest offenders of all. British 
Bechuanaland, whatever its status may be as 
an African colony, has never had a  stamp 
design of its own during the twenty-one 
years of its existence as a stamp-issuing 
colony. Any odds and ends in the stamp 
way have been worked off in its post offices : 
the stamps of the Cape o f Good Hope at
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different times ; then the unappropriated 
die series, overprinted ; the Queen’s English; 
and last of all—when a new design was 
at least expected—three values of the King’s 
Head.

Surcharges make a country for a specialist, 
for when all the normal varieties are ex
hausted he can revel in minor sorts. A  
typical country of this kind is St. Helena— 
the Perkins Bacon design in use continu
ously from 1856 to 1894. Though of the 
forty-five important varieties listed no fewer 
than thirty-nine are surcharged, the sur
charge is of a consistent type, made with the 
stamp, and admitting of very slight varia
tions, easily followed, mostly of bars and 
perforations. Another “ happy hunting 
ground” for the specialist is the Straits 
Settlements, where he has to contend with 
the vagaries o f the native printer. In the 
Straits Settlements—apart from the separate 
States, which seem to have been re
garded as an appanage of India, from the 
character of its first issue of stamps—there 
are 170 catalogued varieties, and no less 
than 91 of these provisional. Johor has 
54 out of 88 j Pahang, 28 out of 33 ; Perak, 
76 out of 97 ; Selangor, 60 out of 80 ; and 
Sungei Ujong, 60 out of 66 : a grand total 
of 369 varieties and but 165 properly de
signed stamps. Siam is another interest
ing country: there are 163 varieties listed, 
and no less than 119  are surcharged and 
overprinted varieties.

The figures in the above instances are 
quoted just to give some idea of the extent 
to which varieties are made by surcharging, 
in the first instance, for a  few missing values 
—the range of values needed is not in any 
case great; and, secondly, to show how lax 
the system is whereby the resources o f the 
native printing office are badly utilized, and 
the blunders of the native printer, albeit of 
the “ educated native” class, not corrected 
by the European officers in charge. It is a 
fact very seldom pointed to in any catalogue, 
and then, as in Gibbons’ note to Siam, vari
eties Nos. 70 to 75, only to explain away 
possible awkward combinations when found 
on stamps in strips or blocks—that half a 
dozen or so different kinds o f surcharges are 
found on the same sheet of, say, sixty stamps. 
A few of these instances can be mentioned 
to illustrate what we mean : Transvaal, the 
seven varieties, Nos. 282-8 (and 289-95, 
the same in red ); and Perak, Nos. 43, 46, 
47, and 50. There are numbers of other 
instances, only to be seen in complete panes 
—hardly possible now with the rarities—in 
Turks Islands, Orange Free State, Zanzibar, 
etc. In arranging for a surcharge of sixty 
stamps at a  time, care might be taken that 
the printer has sufficient o f any one fount to 
set the whole up. It is only too evident from 
the shifts that are made in many surcharges

that a type has been selected for its bold
ness or legibility, but which, from its “  fancy ” 
character, was quantitively weak. A practical 
man would suggest some variation ; would 
suggest words instead of figures ; and would 
know that if a large “ J  ” was wanted for a 
halfpenny or in a twopence-halfpenny sur
charge that it would have to be “ built” 
up from three separate pieces, and from 
many different founts, with the dividing-bar 
of varying lengths. There are not, or there 
were not, many colonies where type foundries 
exist or existed ; new type had to be im
ported ; type faces were old and worn, and 
the workmanship generally was crude. The 
figures shown as surcharging the values in 
Turks Islands from 1881 to 1893 illustrate 
these remarks ; they were “ fashionable”—as 
type is fashionable—in the ’40's and ’50’s, 
and may yet be called upon to do duty again 
before this century has run its course. By 
the way, there are many interesting type-set 
stamps in existence which owe their origin 
to some Caxtonians of the New World which, 
thanks to philatelists, will never perish, 
and which the future chroniclers of the 
“  art preservative of all arts ” will be pleased 
to record some day. There are the British 
Guiana issues of 1862 and 1882—the printers 
are immortalized in Gibbons ; and we com
mend the Colombian stamps of Garzon, 
Cauca, and some other States of this republic 
for their originality and economy o f material, 
and regret that their printers’ names are not 
recorded as they deserve to be.

It must be evident that the colonial printer 
and the colonial postmaster share the honour 
attaching to provisional stamps. We have 
come to the conclusion lately, and only 
lately we confess, that if there is anything 
else besides “ honour” to share out in con
nection with such issues, then the two in
dividuals named stand the best chance. The 
printer is responsible for all mechanical 
contrivances: the design, the type, the 
position, the colour are probably all left to 
him ; so we find lines crossing a stamp 
diagonally, horizontally, vertically; curved 
in a half-circle ; concave and convex; and 
printed all over the face  o f a  stamp. This 
last printing calls for some comment, as we 
are of opinion, like King Bomba of Sicily 
and his postmark, that a  surcharge should 
obliterate the value of a  stamp and not the 
features of the portrait. From this reason
ing an overprint should fall above the head, 
below or over the name label, and a sur
charge over the value label below the head 
in each case with or without a bar. A s for 
the colour of a surcharge, much of course 
depends upon the colour of the stamp. Our 
surcharge printers have not yet reached that 
stage o f the art o f colour-printing where, by 
the adoption of a two-colour process, they im
pose a  second colour on the first and produce
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a third. Messrs. De La Rue might effect this 
with their secret inks, to the confusion of the 
forgery-monger; but as we have said, sur
charges are local manufactures. Generally, 
where the pigments available for printing are 
limited to black, red, and blue, black is 
effective on all light colours and red on all 
dark colours, and both are durable. A  blue 
surcharge presents some difficulties—not to 
the printer or to the postal authorities, since 
it does not concern them in the least, but to 
the philatelist, who seeks to distinguish it 
from black. “ The blue surcharge,” says 
Gibbons in a note about Morocco Agencies, 
Nos. 16, 17, 18, “ can be easily distinguished 
by looking through the stamp in front of a 
strong light.”  A limerickist would say that 
a blue of this shade would be too deep for 
him, and we add on our own, much too try
ing for the eyesight of the ordinary philatelist. 
There is a  surcharge of “  Four cents” on the 
eight cents of Negri Sembilan (S. G. 18) 
that Gibbons persistently chronicles as 
green ; we have two copies, and both 
appear blue to us, and we are not colour
blind. Green has been used to surcharge 
the stamps of Western Australia, in four 
instances appearing on yellow and brown 
backgrounds; and we find an interesting 
lot o f colour surcharges, which, from their 
date (1867) and great similarity of type, must 
have been printed at one time, and with the 
same ink, in England. These are the sur
charged stamps of British Columbia and 
Straits Settlements, and for the purposes 
of comparison we place them together, 
as they appear in the Catalogue (S. G., 
Part I ) :—

BRITISH  COLUMBIA.
5 c., red ; blatk surcharge.

10 c., lake ; blue ,,
25 c., yellow j violet „
50 c., violet; red „

1 dol., green; green ,,

STRA ITS SETTLEM ENTS.
14, 2 c., red surcharge.
3 c., blue ,,
4 c., black ,,
6 c., violet ,,
8 c., green ,,

Three more values of Straits appear in 
red, blue, and black also. The year 1867 is 
an early date for surcharges,* and these 
colours seem more or less experimental; ! 
but there is no suspicion whatever attaching 
to them of “ being made for collectors.” 
Twenty-seven years afterwards (1893) a 
West Africa colony (Niger Coast) adopted 
similar colours, probably to test the strength 
of an African sun. A s the various colours 
still stand in the catalogues, we assume 
they were proof against the West Coast 
climate, though probably their rapid return 
to Europe saved their lives. We give the 
colours, which illustrate many types of 
surcharge as w ell:—

(1) violet. (5) blue.
(2) green. (6) black.
(3) vermilion. (7) bluish black.
(4) carmine.

Before we leave this interesting subject of 
type, one or two further points engage
our attention. We have spoken above of 
“ fashion”  in type, noticing some very old 
varieties that are not yet extinct in the 
colonies. But the question arises whether, 
if a surcharge is not to be imitated—the 
difficulty at times appears to be to get the 
stamp to print upon rather than the sur
charge to print with—the type used should 
be of that modern character that most 
printing offices have in stock.

* Some early surcharges are: Mauritius 1854, 
South Australia 1860-1, St. Helena and St. 
Lucia 1863, Egypt and India 1866, Straits 
Settlements and British Columbia 1867, Cape of 
Good Hope 1868, and Natal 1869.

( ro be continued.)

J\ Skeleton Colleetion
Comment and Cpfttcism
B y J. CORNER-SPOKES
I  T R U S T  Mr. J .  W. H. Heslop, author 

of an article on this subject which 
appeared in G .S .IV . for Ju ly 1 1 ,  will 

forgive me a short comment and criticism 
upon the same.

Firstly, I have the greatest admiration for 
those who plead the cause of the philatelist 
of small means, for without them the hobby 
could not exist, and his suggestion is quite 
a new one. But, candidly speaking, readers, 
do you not think it rather too sweeping 
for most of us ? Any drastic change seems

against the grain of the average philatelist, 
for, like the Medes of old, they are un
willing to alter their traditions, antiquated 
and impossible as they are in the eyes of 
so many. It is for this reason, therefore, 
that I hold with the article I am now 
criticizing, so that collectors may wake up 
to the fact that reform, or even revolution, 
is necessary for the welfare of the hobby. 
I have, however, a few suggestions as to the 
means with which these reforms are to be 
carried out, and, with the permission of the
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editors, I should like to submit these to the 
philatelic public.

The manner of collecting stamps falls 
under two natural headings, commonly 
known as “ generalism” and ‘’ specialism.” 
The latter is being very ably dealt with in 
these columns by Mr. R. E . R. Dalwigk, so 
I will confine my attentions to the former, as 
being the class towhich the majorityof juniors 
and philatelists of moderate means belong.

As in tariff and other reforms, so in 
philatelic reform, there are the “ whole- 
hoggers”  and there are the “  Iittle-piggers,” 
if such expressions will be forgiven. In 
other words, there are those who would 
prune the lists down to the lowest possible 
dimensions and those who would only do 
it on a small scale. Now in coming on the 
field as a philatelic reform er;. I will take 
my stand as an “ independent” candidate, 
neither a “ w hole-hogger” nor a “ little- 
pigger,” for while the one would go too far 
in his actions, the other would leave matters 
too much in their present condition. I pro
pose several solutions to the difficulty, 
which are as follows :—

(a) The “  design and colour”  system.
(b) The “  go-as-you-please ” system.
(e) The “  skeleton ” system.
Id ) The “  moderate ” system.

(a) This system is that in which all 
varieties of perforation, die, paper, and 
shade, all surcharges, and all outside issues 
(such as unpaids, officials, etc.), are ignored, 
and all that is reckoned as of importance 
is variation o f design, value, and colour. 
In short, all that is included is such as can 
be seen on the face o f a  stamp, and the 
addition of an overprint is not considered 
to be of sufficient importance to constitute 
a separate variety, unless, as in the South 
Australia 2^d. on 4d. and others, the colour 
is different on the surcharged to the un
surcharged. This system is, I believe, being 
adopted by a  good many philatelists, and 
Mr. H. L ’Estrange Ewen (editor of E w eris  
Weekly Stam p N ew s) is a  strong advocate 
of it  One peculiarity of this system must, 
however, be mentioned, upon the merits or 
demerits o f which I will leave you to judge, 
namely, that in the case of issues such as 
the “  Peace and Commerce” French Colonies, 
an entire set is not collected for each colony, 
but one for the whole, regardless of the 
names in the tablets. It is a  very curious 
suggestion, yet I have seen the collection 
belonging to a friend o f mine which is 
arranged on this plan, and the French 
Colonies pages are much more complete 
and interesting than.' they are in most general 
collections.

(b) This will not take very long, as it is, as 
its name implies, a system in which every one 
takes or leaves just what he fancies. It can
not be recommended for a beginner, as it

gives him no general knowledge of stamps. 
A  blank album is, o f course, necessary.

(r) There are two “  skeleton ” systems, 
which differ greatly in many respects. The 
first is that advocated by Mr. Heslop—one 
stamp of each set, and favourite countries 
enlarged ad lib. The second may run rather 
more expensive, but it is decidedly more inter
esting than the other, as instead of taking 
one stamp of each set, it is one of each type. 
That is to say, when an entire set is of the 
same type (such as the current German 
“  pfennig ”  values), only one value is included, 
while when each is of a  different design (as 
in the 1902 and many other issues of the 
United States), one of each would find its 
place within a collection. Under this sys
tem, completeness is, of course, impossible ; 
but the philatelist using it can amass a far 
greater and more representative show than 
one who only takes one of each set, and he 
would avoid those issues made by countries 
which, with an eye to business, bring out a 
new set each year, with only the colours or 
date altered. Cayman Islands, a country 
which is just at present very much before 
the philatelic public, would consist of three 
stamps only—one Queen’s Head, one King’s 
Head p o s t a g e , and one POSTAGE &  r e v e 
n u e , and all the penny-catching provisionals 
and high values would be passed over as 
being “ without bounds.”  Favourite coun
tries can, o f course, easily be developed at will.

(d) The moderate system. This was 
thoroughly fought out and freely discussed 
in G .S.W ., Vols. IV  and V, under the title 
of “  Our Symposium,” so there is no object 
in repeating what was said then. System
(a) is an attempt at this, but some may find 
the omission of a ll surcharges rather too 
drastic. There is one class o f overprint 
which is, however, of very little interest to 
a  philatelist, and that is the crowd (un
happily somewhat numerous) of more or 
less smudgy signs which make no difference 
in the use of a  stamp, such as the Mon
tenegro, Hong Kong, and Labuan “ Jubilee” 
issues, which are certainly of very little in
terest to any one but a specialist. I f  you 
want to collect something extra, is not the 
distinction between watermarks like the 
“ Crown A ”  and the old Australian ones 
much more interesting, both historically and 
philatelically ?

The system of forming a general collec
tion is not a  matter on which any hard and 
fast rule can be laid down, but it must be 
left to each individual philatelist to deter
mine upon which lines he will form and 
arrange his treasure. I have therefore 
briefly stated and explained each system, in 
the hope that general collecting will not 
only retain, but if possible increase its 
popularity, particularly among the younger 
and less moneyed classes of philatelists.
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midsummer madness
By UNCLE TOM

T O some collectors the advent of sum
mer is a time of trial. Their zeal 
cools down, and they lose a certain 

amount of their interest in stamps. I once 
knew a man who actually gave away his 
album in the summer—it was on a hot day in 
June, but he was sorry enough by September. 
He had to start collecting all over again, for, 
of course, the old fire revived.

When holiday time comes there is a ten
dency to toss the stamp journal into the 
particular corner where it is most likely to 
get lost, or to fall a prey to the maid who is 
foraging for paper wherewith to light the 
fire. For the time being stamps are “ off.” 
Nine collectors out of every ten eventually 
repent of this summer slackness, therefore 
there is wisdom in uttering a word of protest 
against it. When autumn comes the slack 
collector realizes he has lost ground, he has 
loitered behind and placed himself out of 
touch with philatelic events.

In cold weather we are hot on stamps, and 
in hot weather we grow cold. A  respite is 
not a bad thing, it gives both buyer and 
seller a rest, yet the collector’s respite is 
often a fatal period. In the summer he has 
been known to do foolish things : he will 
sell out his Nigerias to buy a fishing-rod, or 
sacrifice a few pages of his choicest stamps 
to provide funds for a trip to the lake dis
trict. In the summer, too, his love for 
certain pet countries may veer round like a 
weathercock, and the one-time specialist in 
South Africans may suddenly find himself 
hankering after far inferior stuff. I assure 
the reader these things do occur. Last 
summer a man sent £ 5  worth of choice 
King’s Heads over to America, to be ex
changed for common South American States, 
which he had an idea would be more sale
able on his club sheets. The same man 
bartered away a  packet o f high - value 
Bahamas Kings in exchange for a  few thou
sand common Continentals. Such incidents 
usually occur in  the slack season, when the 
man is off his guard or out of lo v e ; they 
generally occur suddenly, the collector acting 
on the spur o f the moment; also they are 
usually followed by repentance.

A Rolling Stone
I believe there is in existence the man who 

is continually suffering from the temptation to 
buy new things with the cash which he realizes 
by the sale of older things. For example, 
many a  collection o f Queen’s Heads, gathered 
together at some cost and with much 
patience, was sacrificed in the summer of

1905 in order to raise funds for the purchase 
of King’s Heads, which were then all the 
rage. In the same way it is quite probable 
that batches of bi-coloured King’s Heads 
may presently be sold in order to buy C A’s 
on the new green, yellow, and blue papers 
that are promised. Complete pages of 
British stamps are good property, yet such 
have sometimes lost their glamour when the 
zest o f the chase is ended ; then there comes 
the temptation to sell them out and invest in 
l ’apuas, Caymans, Bruneis, or some other 
novelty that is thrilling the market at the 
moment. No doubt it is highly entertaining 
to be continually exchanging old friends for 
new, but the man’s collection becomes a 
kind of rolling stone, which gathers no 
moss.

Summer languor is often responsible for 
such suicidal policy.

Keep W hat You’ve Got
1 The ideal plan is, of course, to keep what 
i stamps one already possesses. The danger 
I of the slack months is lest a man lose some- 
| thing of his love for his stamps and be in- 
! dined to set a  lower value upon them.
I What Philately wants in the summer is a 
! preacher, a kind o f Savonarola, who will go 

about preventing collectors from falling into 
slack ways, and advising them to follow a 
definite plan and to stick to a  fixed track, to 
get all the stamps they can, to keep all the 
stamps they can, and to beware the mood 
that leads them to think lightly of their 
treasures. I f  novelties entice a  man to 
sacrifice old and good stamps it were better 
for him to let the novelties g o ; the old 
stamps are better. He will think so when 
the winter comes.

In holiday time a  man has leisure for 
thought, for new resolves, for a  review of 
his work and his hobbies. Very often some 
tremendous resolution will come over him 
and overpower him in a  moment, yet it may 
not always be an advisable step. Some 
extensive undertaking, such as the re
arrangement or classification of his entire 
collection, will be resolved upon in a moment 
—and regretted when it is too late to put 
things back as they were.

So let the collector hesitate before he 
changes his mind in the summer months. 
Love is then colder. H e has grown a  bit 
tired, maybe, o f the old things. Other 
newer things are coming up over the hori
zon, and he is tempted to abandon his old 
loves in favour o f the latest arrivals. This is 
summer madness.



f

GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

Summer Stamp Clubs

The coming of spring usually revives the 
vexed question as to whether it is advisable 
to run the stamp club through the summer 
months. Some there are who advocate 
giving the packet a three months’ holiday, 
and where this is done the members are 
found to flock round the standard again 
readily enough in September. And yet the 
summer packet has his virtues: it sustains 
the waning fires and keeps alive the dormant 
enthusiasm. On occasion it sometimes even

>25

brings bargains—the best tonic extant for low 
philatelic spirits. And the perusal of the 
stamp journal by the booming sea, or under 
the hollow cliff, acts in much the same way.

There are times in every pursuit when 
interest flags, but a man who has high ideas 
about duty will not allow himself to falter at 
such periods. He will conscientiously go 
through the stamp paper even when he is 
not particularly interested, because he knows 
that to lose ground is against his best 
interests, and in the autumn he will be 
thankful that he acted thus.

Specialism
By R. E. R. DALWIGK

{Continued from  page 93.)

INDIA, like Ceylon, commands a good 
amount of philatelic favour in this coun
try. I think India will not have been 

found to have had the many attractions that 
characterize the stamps of Ceylon, but, 
nevertheless, this does not say that India is 
unworthy of philatelic attention—quite the 
reverse. As a country, India does not pos
sess so many stamps or rarities as Ceylon, 
and will thus appeal to a  far greater extent 
to medium - class specialists. All the old 
stamps unused are fairly rare, and rapidly 
total up to a large price. Amongst the 
various issues of Indian stamps we encoun
ter several very prominent and distinct 
“ dies,” which, in the case of these stamps, 
are easily recognized without the assistance 
of a glass. Most of the later stamps are 
moderate in price, and can be soon gathered 
together. The King’s Head stamps are 
not of the ordinary ugly colonial type, but 
are drawn and produced in somewhat better 
taste. India does not possess many pro
visionals, but has a quantity of stamps over
printed “  Service,” “ On H.M .S.”, and also an 
issue surcharged “ C .E .F .” (China Expedi
tionary Force).

[Specialists in this country are recom
mended to obtain the handbook on India 
recently published by Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 
for the Indian Philatelic Society. It is one 
of the most exhaustive works on any phila
telic subject.— E d. G .S. W.~\

As is well known, there are a multitude of 
Indian States, issuing their own postage 
stamps, which, when incorporated with 
India, make it a very large and complicated 
country. I think these various States are 
not hunting-grounds for beginners, for the 
simple reason that the issues are puzzling 
and very numerous. On this account I do

not propose dealing with these States in 
this senes of articles. India should be 
taken up without any minor sub-divisions, 
and it will be found to be both interesting 
and instructive. Perhaps, however, India 
and Indian stamps overprinted for use in 
Convention States should be collected to- 
together.

Japan.—This is one of the very finest 
countries—from its philatelic side—in the 
whole of Asia, affording as it does a great 
quantity of varieties, several o f which are 
very rare and scarce. First it must be 
pointed out that to thoroughly specialize 
in the stamps of Japan will entail a large 
income. It will certainly require a  good 
amount of study into Japanese characters 
and the Kata-Kana numerical alphabet, 
before the budding philatelist will be able 
to effectually deal with these intricate 
varieties. Japan—like Great Britain—posses
ses plate numbers on all her early stamps, 
the number of the plate being put on in 
the Japanese Kata-Kana characters, this at 
once demonstrating the great importance of 
mastering these weird symbols. To see a 
really good collection of Japan, including 
all the plate numbers, is a very rare occur
rence, probably on account of the accumu
lator not having studied these difficult 
issues to the right extent. After 1876 the 
plate numbers ceased to exist, and were 
followed by an issue which possessed two dis
tinct perforations: the one reading from 8 to. 
1 2, the other varying between 12 J  and 13$.

The quite recent issues are straightforward 
and somewhat lacking in interest, as they 
possess no plate numbers, and but few 
perforations. In collecting a country like 
Japan, one is more likely to pick up bargains 
than in most other countries, because the
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general bulk o f collectors do not know much 
— if anything—about the plate numbers or 
perforations ; and one cannot deny the satis
faction of getting a good stamp at a low 
price. For the hard-working specialist who 
has some money to spare Japan offers many 
exceptionally good qualities, which should 
not be neglected. Under the title o f Japan 
might be included the two quaint-looking 
stamps of Formosa.

Labuan, although usually classed with 
North Borneo, is decidedly better than the 
latter country in almost every respect. 1 do 
not mean by this remark that Labuan is what 
may be termed a sound country for the 
specialist, as far too many of the stamps 
are decided rubbish and not worth having at 
any price. The early stamps, however, are 
an exception to this rule, many o f the Queen’s 
Head stamps being quite rare. I f  any col
lector has an inclination towards Labuan, it 
would be a good plan to collect only the 
stamps bearing our late Queen’s likeness, 
discarding a ll other issues, which are worth
less to serious collectors.

Nepaul strikes one as being the most in
teresting of all Indian States, and worthy of 
special mention in the philatelist’s list. Un
like some States, Nepaul does not use sur
charged Indian stamps, 'but has a special 
design of its own. From a European point 
of view the design is curious, but, neverthe
less, fascinating and interesting. At present 
quotations all the issues are obtainable by 
every class o f collector. The most sought- 
after things of this State are some tele-beche 
pairs which exist, and are highly prized by 
their possessors. As a compact and small 
country Nepaul has few superiors in Asia.

P ersia .—A  large, interesting, and—on the 
whole—cheap country, which has a  great 
amount of the true Qriental element por
trayed in the designs of its stamps. Con
sidering the fact that Persia did not begin 
using stamps until 1870, it boasts already a 
list o f no mean length. The reason of so 
many stamps arises from the fact that we 
come across early issues at a later date over
printed with control marks, “  Provisoire,” 
etc, this soon making the total number rise 
to an appreciable amount. A s is the case 
with the majority o f countries, the old stamps 
of Persia hold the places of honour in our 
albums.

A  really fine old historic Em pire like Persia 
might with advantage have a pictorial issue 
of stamps portraying the deeds o f some such 
old hero as Darius, but, o f course, any 
country that m ight issue some really interest
ing stamps does not seem to do so.

Amongst the later stamps are a  few which

are scarcely worth hunting for, but barring 
these, the stamps o f Persia are good.

S a ra w a k  is without doubt the most 
patronized small issuing country in all Asia, 
and rightly too, as it is an almost idea) 
country in which to specialize. This fact is 
fully demonstrated, as several o f the leading 
philatelists o f Britain show a great partiality 
towards the issues of Sarawak, which alone 
should be a sufficient guarantee as to the 
quality of the stamps from the specialist’s 
point of view. The first issue appeared in 
1869 and the second in 1870, both issues 
being typographed. The first issue con
sisted of one stamp, printed in London, 
bearing the portrait o f Rajah Brooke. As 
in the case of most early typographs, there 
are innumerable flaws, consisting of white 
dots, coloured dots, and scratches on the 
lettering. Issue 2 bears the portrait of Rajah 
Brooke’s nephew, and is similarly typo
graphed. This set of stamps lasted until 
1889, although during the course of their 
existence they were on several occasions 
surcharged. All stamps issued after 1889 
were surface-printed by Messrs. De La Rue, 
except the issue of 1895, which was, by mis
take, printed by Messrs. Perkins Bacon. In 
this issue we note an interesting error of 
colour, the 2 c. stamp in green instead o f red- 
brown ; and in the 1889 issue there exists an 
extremely rare variety in the 5 c. on 12 c. 
with a very broad figure. This small list 
gives some sort o f idea as to the issues of 
Sarawak, and how very interesting and 
collectible this little country should prove 
to the novice.

Shanghai is a nice, but nevertheless very 
complicated and bewildering city with regard 
to its philatelic productions. Besides this 
disadvantage it is a  rare and expensive town 
to collect, as among the first few issues we 
find scarcely anything that is cheap or even 
moderate in price. The designs of these 
stamps resemble the issues of China proper 
to a  great extent, even having the Great 
Dragon enclosed in some local inscriptions 
and characters. The surcharges, perfora
tions, and papers form about the most 
difficult subject in the issues o f Shanghai, as 
all three are numerous and vary to an 
astounding degree. To come to the point 

* in plain language, Shanghai is only for very 
experienced philatelists and Great Moguls 
in general.

A V E R Y  H AND SO M E P R E S E N T
Packet No. 69, 3000 varieties. A  grand packet, 

every stamp being different and genuine, and thus 
forming a oiioicc collection in itself.

£ 3 ,  post-free and registered.
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lieu) Issues and Discoveries
By FRANK PHILLIPS

I should be moat grataful If readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
Issues o f stamps, new or projected. If possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once If 
desired, together with stamp for  postage;  or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK P H ILU P8, 391 8tran d , London, W.O.

Brunei.—According to The Postage Stamp 
(t.8.08), there has been a change of colour in 
the 1 c., 3 c., and 8 c.; the two low values are 
mono-coloured, green and carmine respectively, 
and the 8 c. has assumed the colours of the 5 c.

I Davies, and the remainder by our New York 
! house.

37 2 3

Vale 100
4i

4

1908. Changes 0 / colour. Type 4. Centre in  firs t  
colour. IVrnk. M ultiple Crown C A . P er/. 14. 

25I1 c., green.
27 h e ., carmine.
29(8 c., grey-black and orange-yellow.

Tale 10®
4*

1906. Type 37 surcharged vertically upwards as Type 41, 
in  black.

3t6a|i$ c. on 1 c., green.

Ecuador. — In addition to the new 10 c. 
described in our last issue, we have received 
used copies of three more values, which we are 
not able to illustrate until we receive unused 
specimens.

The t c. is large oblong, measuring 27 x 21 
mm., and represents a sketch of a locomotive.

The other two values are triangular like the 
10 c . ; the 5 c. shows a portrait of Alfaro, and 
the 20 c. of Aroher Harman. All are printed 
by Waterlow & Sons, Ltd.

J une, 1908. N ew  types. Vignettes in  fir s t  colour.
Per/. 14.

1  c., red-brown.
$c ., black and claret.

20 c. „  „  green.

Jaipur.—In the last two issues .of this State, 
Type 3 in the Catalogue, it will be noticed that 
three of the values are listed in two perforations, 
12 and 13}. We recently found that the & anna, 
blue, also existed perf. 12, and promptly asked 
Major E. B. Evans's opinion as to whether a 
third variety of perforation should be made. He 
replies that it is unnecessary to make three 
varieties, but recommends us to call the 1905-6 
issue “ Perf. 13$ and 12 J,”  which will be done 
in our next Catalogue.

Nicaragua. — We have been shown several 
new varieties of this country, one by Mrs. Robert

Type 37, surcharged in  black as Types 41 or 43 (reading 
downwards), overprinted in  red w ith  Type z 3. 

457^141 |*o c. on 5 c., blue.
457* | 4a I20 c. on 5 c. „

£0

4
0

1

*

(d

<
>

47
1908. Type 45 ( fisc a l stamp) overprinted in  green w ith  

Type 23, reading upw ard*, an d
( 1 )  O verprinted in  black w ith  Type 46.

460^] s p., ochre.
460*1 2 p., pearl-grey.

(ii.) Sutxharged as Type 47, in carmine (C.), blue (B.)t 
green (G.), orange (Or.).

♦ 60/ 
*bog 
460% 

* 4fc/ 
460A

1 c. on 5 c., orange-yellow (C A  
a c. on 5 c, „  (B A
4 c. on 5 c. ,, (G A

[iS c. on 50 c,, green (CA]
35 c. on 50 c. „  (Or.).

* This stamp was chronicled in our issue o f as Ju ly  as 
No. ebod, but 460;' is the correct number.
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North Borneo.—We have received another 
value belonging to the current set of Postage 
Dues; it is the 6 c. of the 1897 issue, over
printed with the words B r i t i s h  p r o t e c t o r a t e  
in red and p o s t a g e  d o e  in black.

stamp in the new permanent design, similar to 
the 4d. and 6d., already issued.
1908. Type 6. Wmk. Crown and A,. Surface-printed. 

Centre in fir s t  colour. Per/. u .
a6lid., black and carmine.

7«
1908. Stam p o f  1901-4 issue (Type 38 overprinted w ith  

Type 48, in  red) overprinted w ith  Type 71, horizontally, 
in  black.

3294)6 c., black and deep brown (No. 123).

Papua.—Mr. W. T. Wilson sends us a id.

Tolima—G a r z o n . —We have been shown a 
type-set provisional 2 centavos stamp similar to 
the 1 centavo described under No. 204 in our 
Catalogue. This stamp is used on a post card, 
and is cancelled g a r z o n ,  and dated 18 March,
1904.
1904. TyPe-set provisional inscribed "  R . de C .—Correos 

N .—No hay es—lampillas, 0 0 —Pagd 2  cen• —tw os 
oro * in  s ix  lines w ithin  a  firam e 0 /ornam ents. Im Perj.

305)3 c., black on greenish blue.

Victoria.—We have received a third shade of 
the current 3d., which is quite different from 
either of the two shades previously listed; in 
fact it is almost a change of colour.

67 77

1908. Type 67. IVmk. Crown and  XL Type 77. 
(4)  P er/. 13 }  o r 12 X 13&.

395613d., mange-yellow.

Philatelic Societies
Liverpool Philatelic Society

Prmtidant 1 W. dill.
Hon. 80crotary: W. Woodthorpe, Gatrtoood, Blundelloanda, 

near Liverpool.
Matting* 1 Hotal St. Oaorgt, Lime Straat, Liverpool.

I9o8 SESSIO N  1908-9.
Sept. 26. Some Notes on Catalogue Values of "K in g ’s 

Heads,” by W. McMillan. Display: Lagos, 
Monaco, British Levant.

Oct. 13. Paper on "In d ia ,”  J .  C. Cuthbertson. DU* 
play: India, German Empire.

Oct. 36. Paper on "W h y  I Collect,” -R. James. Dis* 
play: Barbados, Philippine Islands.

Nov. 9. Paper on * 'Gambia,” , J no. Hushes. Sale by 
Private Treaty. D isplay: Gambia, ao Most 
Artistic Stamps

Nov. 93. Lantern Evening—"  Some Phases of Philately,” 
Messrs. W. D. Beckton, I. J .  Bernstein, 
<*. F. H. Gibson, J .  H. Abbott, J .  S. Gee, of 
the Manchester Philatelic Society. General 
Display.

Dec. 7. Notes on "Falk land  Islands,”  W. H. Lawson.
Display: Sarawak, Falkland Islands^ Hanover.

Dec. 14. Invitation by L .J .P .S . at 6 Colquitt Street, 
7.30 p.m . Philatelic terms explained with 
Lantern, W,.and P.,Rockliff.

Dec. at. "  Experiences of a Novice," The President.
Display: Newfoundland, New Bruoswtck, 
Peru.

Jan . 4. Discussion—"  Old Issues," by W. Robson;
"K in g 's  Heads,”  by N. Clissold. Display: 
Ceylon, Cayman Islands, Confederate States.

Jan. 18. Paper on "G reece,” G. Burrow. Display: 
St. Vincent, Greece.

Feb. z. Paper on "  Philatelic Auctions,”  W. C. Taylor.
Display : Tasmania, Luxemburg, and Envelope 
Stamps.

Feb. 15. Annual Dinner.

Mar. t. Public Evening. Paper on "Fran ce,”  with 
Lantern, Dr. H. Armstrong. D isplay: Canada, 
France.

Mar. 15. Sale by Private Treaty—Notes on "N ig e r  
Coast, R . H. Webster. Display: Niger 
Coast and Imperforate Pairs and Blocks. 
Limited to za pieces.

Mar. 39. Notes on "Various 34 Cents Stamps of
U .S  A .,”  W. E . Wbitnall. Display for Special 
Prize.

April 19. Annual Meeting.

1 May 3. Paper on "Triangular Capes/' R : O ..Dagg. 
Display : Cape of Good Hope, Siam.

Prititedby W. Basil bow & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, Stanlkv GiMOttf, Ltd., 391 Strand, Londoo.W.C.
33 August, 1908. . • f .••
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The Postal Issues of Denmark 
and the Danish Colonies
By L. HANCIAU (a l l ' r ig h t s  r e s e r v e d )

(Continuedfrontpage 266, Vol. X V III
EnvelopesA C IR C U L A R  from the Director-General 

of Posts, No. 3 1, dated 29th December, 
1864, announces the issue of Stamped 

Envelopes, as follows :—
“  I. The Royal Post Office is hereby informed 

that envelopes for letters, with an impressed 
postage stamp of 4 skilling, will be put in circula
tion from the commencement of next month, at 
the price of 1 R-d. 8 sk. per 25 copies, of which 
envelopes there will be despatched as soon as 
possible to each office such number of copies as 
may seem suited to its requirements. For 
each envelope sold separately the office is 
authorised to charge 44 sk. a piece.

“ The instructions already issued on the subject 
of the sale, preservation, requisition to be made to 
the Director-General of the postal accounts, and 
the keeping account of the postage stamps, are 
applicable also to the stamped envelopes. 

■ » * * • * *
“ Copenhagen, the 29th December, 1864. 

(Signed) “ S. D a n n e s k io l d  S a m so e .
“  To all the

“  Post and Despatching Offices.”
Three months later the following fresh 

Circular was issued, relating to the 2 skilling 
envelopes:—

“  Circular from  the Director-General o f Posts. 
No. 4—1865.

“  1. It is hereby notified that letter envelopes 
with 2 skilling stamp impressed upon them 
will be put in circulation from the first of next 
month, at the price of 36 sk. per 25 copies, of 
which envelopes there has been sent to the post 
offices in those towns of the kingdom indicated in 
the supplement to Circular No. 19 of i860, a num
ber of copies suited to their requirements. For 
single envelopes the offices are authorised to charge 
2} sk. each.

“  The instructions issued for the sale, preserva
tion, requisition to the Director-General of postal 
accounts, and the keeping accounts of the postage 
stamps, are applicable also to these stamped 
envelopes.

* * • * * ■ »
“ Copenhagen, 25th March, 1865. 

(Signed) “ S. D a n n e s k io l d  S a m so e .
“  To all the

“  Post and Despatching Offices.”

, %x Stanley Gibbons M onthly Jo u rn a l.")

Issue o f Ja n u a ry  an d A p ril, 1865.

A

Royal attributes (crossed Sceptre and 
Sword, surmounted by a  Royal Crown) on 
a solid ground, in an oval frame o f engine- 
turned pattern, inscribed above “  K G L. POST- 
f r m .”  and with value in a small oval below, 
a  numeral followed by a letter “  s  ” , with a 
stop below the letter.

The two values were separately engraved 
by Ph. Batz, but differ from one another in 
very minor details only.

The stamp is impressed, in colour and 
relief, in the right upper corner of envelopes 
of creamy white, wove paper, having water
marked on the flap a Crown, 22 mm. high, 
with four divisions in the upper part and a 
small orb and cross, separate from the rest o f 
the Crow n; the lines of the device are thin 
(see A above).

Size of envelopes, 147 x  84 mm.
Gum (a) and (e).

April I, 1865. 2s., ultramarine (pale to bright). 
Jan. 1 ,, 4s., red, bright red.

There are variations in the gu m  on the 
flap which are worthy of notice, and which 
also serve to distinguish originals from the 
reprints. The following varieties may be 
met with in the different issues:—

(a) Short gum (55 to 70 mm.), white
(b) ‘ j ,  „  ( „  ), brownish.
(c) Long „  (90 to too mm.), while.

A d \ ..„  >, ( „  ), brownish.
(r) „  „  . (120 to 135 mm.) „
(/) „  „  ( 110 10 13 0  „  ), pale yellow.
(̂ ) Long (135 mm.) and wide, the whole of 

the middle of the flap gummed, brownish.
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Contrary to the usual practice, stamps 
cut from envelopes (and also those from 
wrappers, cards, etc.) could be used for 
franking letters. I have in fact seen letters 
bearing stamps cut from these articles 
which had passed through the post without 
being charged with postage (see also the 
Circulars dated ist May, 1872, under 
W rappers, and 29th March, 1871, last 
paragraph under Post Cards).

The two values differ in type as follows: 
The Sceptre and the Sword differ in their 
ornaments and are differently spaced.

The Cross at the top of the Crown is 
thinner in the 2 sk. than in the 4 sk., and in 
the latter it has three balls at the ends of the 
arms.

The Crown in the 4 sk. has an ornament 
at lower left which does not exist in the 
2 s k .; the second row of pearls in the Crown 
contains four pearls in the 4 sk. and three in 
the 2 s k .; at the base of the Crown there 
are three horizontal lines in the 2 sk. and 
four in the 4 sk.

The letter “  G ” of “  K G L.” is more closed, 
and the letter “  L ” is wider in the 4 sk. than 
in the 2 sk.

The letter “ 0 ’’ o f “ POST” is rounder, and 
the “  s * more closed in the 4 sk.

There are also some small differences in 
the engine-turning, especially at foot, to the 
right of the little oval containing the value.

Reprints were made in 1901. They can 
be distinguished by the tint of the paper, 
which is y ello w er; the gum is also yellow ish, 
and extends over almost the whole of the 
flap (form f ) ; the impressions also are in 
quite different shades.

2 s., Prussian blue, deep blue.
4 s., vermilion.

Essays. I have seen proofs on white wove 
paper.

4 s., black.

I do not know whether the letter “ s ” after 
the numeral o f value was any cause of 
annoyance to the public, but the fact re
mains that the letter disappeared in the next 
edition, without the change forming the sub
ject o f any circular addressed to the Post 
Offices; neither was there any announcement 
o f the changes in the shape of the figures, 
the dates of which I can only give from the 
information that appeared in the magazines 
or from used copies that have been met 
with.

Issue o f Ja n u a ry  ist, 1866.
This differs from the preceding only by 

the suppression of the letter “ s ” ,and in the 
shape of the numeral. The die is that o f the 
2 skilling, which is also that o f all the subse
quent issues down to 1895. The watermark 
of the flap is Type A. The paper varies 
from cream y white to slightly bluish.

The figure o f value is wide, with a vertical 
serif at the right-hand end of the horizontal 
bar. Gum (a) and (6).

4 (sk.), red.
M anufacture. Instead of the system 

adopted for the issue of 1865, which had a 
separate die for each value, the issues of 
1866 and later had only one die for the 
various values, the little oval in the 2 sk., of 
1865, being left blank for the insertion of the 
required numerals.

Essays. Proofs are known without the 
value, the figure being removed.

No value, black.
-* **

Issue o f Ju ly  1 st, 1869.
The figure “  2 ” is wide ; the figure “ 4 ” is 

narrow, but still with serifs. Gum (b), (c),
to)i or Or)-

2 (sk.), ultramarine (shades); (<*), {d).
4 ( , ,  ), vermilion (shades); (b), (d), (g).

R eprints were made in 1901, but can be 
easily recognized by the shades of the im
pressions ; the paper also is too yellow , and 
the gum has the same yellow ish  tint.

2 (sk.), Prussian blue (f).
4 ( , ,) ,  vermilion (shades); (d ), ( f) .

The gum (d) of the reprints is merely an 
accidental variety of (/).

Issue o f ................, 1871.
The numeral is wide and is open at the 

top, thus “  4 .” The paper is creamy white, 
or sometimes bluish. Gum (c\ (d), (e), 
or Or).

4 (sk.), red (bright to pale).

The numeral varies in shape ; in some 
cases the vertical bar at the end of the hori
zontal stroke is close to the vertical stroke, 
which ends in a small horizontal se rif; in 
others the vertical bar is further from the 
vertical stroke and the serif o f the latter is 
wider.

*  **

Issue o f Ja n u a ry , 1872.
Narrow numeral; paper as last; gum (d)t 

to> or (g)-
2 (sk.), ultramarine (shades).

*  **

Issue o f .................  1874 (?).
Open figure of value, narrower than that 

of 187 1, and set slightly slanting. Gum
to-

4 (sk.), pale red.
R eprints were made in 1901. The type 

is identical with that of the originals, but
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the paper is yellow er, the colour is too deep, 
and the gum is variety (/).

4 (sk.), red.

The Postal Notice of 19th December, 1874, 
which has been quoted in connection with 
the postage stamps of 1875 (see PafJe lo9> 
vol. xviii, Stanley Gibbons M onthly Jo u r 
nal), announced the creation of new en
velopes, in consequence of the change in the 
currency, and they appeared on the tst 
January following, without any change in the 
design but merely in the figures.

Issue o f Ja n u a ry  1st, 1875.
Type of the preceding; the paper is white, 

sometimes creamy. The 
figure “  4 ”  is that of 
1869, narrow, closed at 
top and with a serif to 
the horizontal stroke ; 
the figure ‘"S” has the 
lower part more open 
than the upper.

Gum (e) or (g).
4 (ore), ultramarine (shades); (e), (g).
8 „  vermilion ,, (^).

Variety. With the watermark of the flap 
misplaced, sideways, at the opposite side to 
the stamp.

4 (ore), ultramarine ; («).

Issue o f Ju ly  (?), 1879.
The figure “ 4 ”  is in the type of 1871, 

open at the top and wide. Guni (jf), (<?), or
(£-)■

4 (ore), pale u tramarine; (g).
1880 (?) 4 ,, Prussian blue ; (rf), (r).

The 4 ore, ultram arine, o f this type was 
chronicled in L e Tim bre-Poste of August, 
1879.

There are no reprints of the above.

Issue o f the end o f  1884.
A little retouching was done to the engine

turning, most noticeable at the right-hand 
side of the little oval containing the nu
meral. The pearls o f the second row in 
the Crown are invisible. The upper and 
lower parts of the figure “ 8 ”  are equal in 
width. Gum (d).

8 (ore), red, brick-red.

I have seen a 
cember, 1884.

copyj used on the 8th De-

Issue o f October 1st, 1888.
' The figure “  4 ”  is closed, and has the end 

of the horizontal stroke turned up, i.e. the

serif does not extend below the stroke. The 
second row of pearls in the Crown has dis
appeared. Gum (d).

4 (ore), Prussian blue.

Issue o f ................. 1891 (?).
Figure open at top as in 1874, but nar

rower, and sloping a little to the left. Paper 
y ello w ish ; gum (/).

4 (ore), Prussian blue.

I assign the date 1891 to this issue, on 
account of the gum, as variety (/) com
menced to make its appearance about that 
period, before the change in the paper.

Variety, with misshapen figure, owing to 
defective printing or to an accident to the 
die.

4 (ore), Prussian blue; gum (?).

This variety was described in the N ordisk 
F . T id skrift o f September, 1907.

No R eprints are known, and according to 
information that I obtained from an official 
source none were ever made.

Issue o f February (?), 1891.
The 4 ore is of the type o f October, 1888, 

and the 8 ore o f that of 1884. The paper is 
creamy white, very thick. Gum (e) or (f).

4 (ore), Prussian blue.
8 ,, bright red.

The 8 ore has been seen used on nth  
February, 1891.

Issue o f February (?), 1894.

Paper of last issue.
Watermark on the flap,
Type 13, the upper part 
of the Crown in five divi
sions with the orb resting 
upon the central one ; and 
the design drawn with 
thick lines. Gum (/).

B
1. Figure “ 4 ”  as in 1888 and Feb., 1891.

4 (ore), Prussian blue.

2. Figure “ 8 ”  as in 1884 and-Feb , 1891.
8 (ore), bright red.

3. Figure “ 8 ”  of 1875, with the lower patt
wider than the upper.

8 (ore), yellowish brick.

The 8 ore has been seen used on 28th 
February, 1894.
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Issue o f ................ , 1895 (?).
Reversion to the figure “ 4 ” of 1875, with 

complete serif at the end of the horizontal 
stroke. Paper and watermark as last. Gum
00-

4 (ore), Prussian blue.

Same paper; watermark 
Type C, the Crown with 
four divisions, a large orb, 
separate from the Crown, 
and the design in thick 
lines. Gum (/).

4 (ore), Prussian blue.

C
All these envelopes were superseded on the 

1st July, 1901, in accordance with the docu
ment that follows.

“  Official Communication.
“ No. 22. 25thJune, 1901.
“  It is hereby notified, that from the 1st Julyof 

this year there will be introduced new stamped 
envelopes, of larger size than those at present in 
use, and furnished with an interior impression, in 
blue, as a control mark.

“  Of these envelopes, which up to the present 
have been manufactured with impressed stamps 
of the values of 4 and 8 ore, colours blue and red 
respectively, and issued in packets of 25 copies, 
there will be sent to the post offices at the end of 
this month, without previous requisition, supplies 
which should be brought on charge in the stamp 
accounts of the month of July.

“  These envelopes may be sold in smaller quan
tities than a whole packet, and the price will then 
be as before 5 and 9 ore each ; on the other hand, 
the charge for packets is I crown 20 ore and 2 
crowns 16 ore, respectively, which should be 
entered in the accounts in the ordinary manner, 
at 96 ore- and I crown 92 ore, respectively, as 
receipt for stamps, under headings 1 and 2, and 
the remaining 24 ore under heading 8.

“  From the same date the 4 and 8 ore en
velopes now in use will be withdrawn, and will 
no longer be available for use.

“ The remaining stocks should be struck off 
charge in the account of stamps for the month of 
June, and should be despatched as early as 
possible to the Stores Department of the Admin
istration of Posts.”

Issue o f fu ly  1 st, 1901.
Numeral on solid ground in a circle, 

surmounted by a Royal Crown, branches at 
each side, and a Post
horn below, within an 
o v a l b an d  in sc rib e d  
“ D a n m a r k ”  at top, 
“ p o s t f r i m . 4 ’’ (or “ 8") 
“ O R E ”  at bottom.

E n g ra v e d  b y  Ch. 
Danielsen, each value 
separately, and struck

in relief and colour in the right upper corner 
of envelopes of white laid paper. The 
watermark of the previous envelopes is re
placed by a device in blue, covering almost 
the whole of the interior of the envelope; 
this device consists of a large Crown over 
two Posthorns, in white on a solid ground, 
on the upper flap, and a pattern of alternate 
Crowns and Posthorns, between wavy lines, 
outlined in white on colour, over the rest of 
the inside.

Size of the stamp, 21 x 24 mm.
,, ,, envelope, 151 x 122 mm.

4 ore, blue.
8 ,, red.

These envelopes were withdrawn from use 
on October 1st, 1902.

*  *  *

On the 27th August, 1902, a  Postal Circu
lar (see under the adhesives, page 163, vol. 
xviii, o f the M onthly fo u rn a l) announced 
the issue of two envelopes, values 5 and 10 
ore, replacing the preceding.

Issue o f Septem ber 1 st, 1902.
Similar in every respect to the envelopes 

of 1901 ; there is again a separate die for 
each value, engraved by the same artist, 
Ch. Danielsen.

5 ore, green.
10 ,, red.

In order to utilize the 4 and 8 ore enve
lopes of the preceding issue, for which there 
was now no use, the stamps were sur
charged with the new values, which pro
duced a little profit to the Post Office and 
at the same time cleared out the obsolete 
stock. This proceeding was announced as 
follows:—

‘ ‘ Official Communication from  the Director- 
General o f Posts.

“ No. 7. March 22, 1904.
“  III. It is hereby notified that the remaining 

stocks of the stamped envelopes and letter-cards 
at 4 and 8 ore are surcharged, so as to give ahem 
the values 5 and 10 ore, both as envelopes and as 
letter-cards.

“ All the Post Offices may expect to receive, 
after the 1st”  [of next month) “ a supply of these 
values which will be sold and entered in the ac
counts like the ordinary 5 and 10 ore envelopes 
and letter-cards.

(Signed) “ C . S v e n d s e n .
“ C . L .  L a o e . ”

In accordance with this circular the 
following envelopes made their appear
ance :—
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Issue o f A p r il I si, 1904.

Envelopes of July, 1901, 
with value surcharged in blank 
figures on a ground of engine- 
turned pattern, in black, cover
ing more or less accurately the 
inner oval o f the original 
stamps. The figures “ 4 ” and

8 ” in the oval band are also overprinted 
5 ” and “  10,” respectively.

“ 5," in black , on 4 ore, blue.
“ 1 0 ”  ,, , ,  8 „  red.

The quantities thus treated were :—
84,52$ o f the 4 ore.
93.650 .. 8 „

( To be continued.)

The Stamps of some of the 
Dative States of India
By E. B. EVANS

('C on tin u ed fro m  page 56.) 

Nowanuggur—con tin u ed

W E  now return to the type-set stamps, 
the 1 docra of which was probably 
superseded by the blue stamp in 

1877, but which seems to have been re
issued with the two higher values in 1880.

Issue o f 1880.
Type-set, as described under 1875, but as 

I now have the stamps before me I can 
describe the arrangement of the sheets and 
the peculiarities of some of the numerous 
settings that were made up from time to 
time. I do not profess to describe all the 
settings ; it is probable that we do not know 
them all, and 1 do not possess all that are 
known. In the last catalogue published by 
Moens, in 1892, there are illustrations of no 
less than thirty-six sheets o f these stamps,

. representing fourteen different settings. The 
type was evidently reset, to a  greater or less 
extent, every time any stamps were re
quired ; all three values were probably 
printed each time, the character denoting 
the number being altered, and thus causing 
some shifting of the type ; different forms of 
some of the characters employed are dif
ferently mixed up in the various settings ; 
and, finally, there are three distinct arrange
ments of the sheets, which I place under 
separate headings.

In Stanley Gibbons’ Catalogue these 
stamps are divided into two groups, accord
ing to their width ; those measuring 15 to 
18 mm. and those measuring 14 mm. only. 
This is not a very satisfactory division, 
because the stamps vary greatly in width on 
the same sheet, as' I shall describe later. 
Among those in the fjrst division I have a set
ting on which the stamps vary in width from 
15$ to 18 mm., of intermediate settings I find 
more than one in which the stamps vary 
from 14 to 15, and I have only one setting in 
which there are no stamps more than 14 mm.

wide. Still, the arrangement may stand, 
for want of a better, but it should be remem
bered that it is quite an arbitrary one, and 
does not indicate the order of issue.

m i ' l  5l?

\ \ »  \

y0• ** 1 * 1 * 3

1 docra. 2 doer as. 3 docras.

Under this arrangement my list would be 
as follows:—

Black  impression on coloured paper. 
Stamps 15 to 18 mm. wide. W ove paper, 

t docra, dull magenta.
I ,, bright ,,
1 ,, bright rose.
2  ,, yellow-green.
2 ,, blue-green.
2 ,, greenish blue.
3 ,, deep yellow*
3 ,, yellow.
3 ,, pale yellow.

L a id  paper ; stamp 15 mm. wide.
3 docras, dull yellow.
3 .. »

There is only one stamp on the la id  paper
sheets that is as much as 15 mm. wide.

Stamps not more than 14 mm. wide. 
W ove paper.

1 docra, dull magenta.
1 ,, bright rose.
2  ,, yellowish green.
2 ,, blue-green.
2 ,, greenish blue.
3 „  yellow.
3 ,, pale yellow.

L a id  paper.
3 docras, dull yellow.
3 .. P<d‘  ..
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A s listed above the stamps are compara
tively simple, but I must now endeavour to 
describe some o f the numerous settings of 
the sheets, which are much more compli
cated.

The stamps are arranged in all cases in 
vertical rows of five, but the sheets in some 
settings contain three vertical rows and in 
others two only, so that there are in some 
cases fifteen varieties o f type in the sheet 
and in others only ten. These may be said 
to constitute two main divisions.

I have had illustrations prepared of two

t r u i m

t a  u ! n S i m  m i n

* I *  4

«**i«i V H l I H
nNin«U

S l M  %*iN Si** M IN
I f  *

U M H M t N i l
* i n i n u .

Si** u i  u  
I t .  *

Si** 1*1 ^
Si* <

U<CNl«t
nn»NH *

**4N N lU  *< IN
Si* i
U t i l *

* w in n *
S i* *  U l N S i n  u i N

Si. 4 | Si. A

case o f the block of ten, from the top to the 
bottom of the sheet, providing a separate out
line for each row, and leaving in both cases 
a fair space between the vertical rows of 
stamps. Horizontally also, each stamp has 
a  separate frame line, there being two short 
pieces of rule between the stamps in the 
vertical rows, but these pieces very fre
quently fail to print c le a rly ; they are often 
much shorter than they should be, and so close 
together that great care is necessary in cut
ting the stamps in order to give to each as 
complete a frame as the printer provided for

1
|

SlN**lS 
Sl» >

1•im m  
Si» **iN 
S i-JL

♦pl'l’SA 
Si«4*iN 
Si* *
4itNin 
lirti'tHS 

if*  Sits 
S». *SittttiN 

Si. *

**«H*l

S isu h  
Si» *

*4*11*1
T U * t « l \

St«MiN

StSNH

SiNSiin 
Si. *

n'li.iH* 
SlUKiN 
Si* *
4rt*u*» 

*n*t»u 
Sis t*h 

Si* *

SiV-lit

SttttjiN 
Si* 4

U'SNiH 
•rii*t*« 
SiNUiN 
Si* *

«>«U4

iS»N4*iS
h * . - *

*'4«ll*l

Sltt*lN 
Si. *

*Wl*tH4
SlNMiN

. Si* 4.
1 1

sheets, which are quite sufficient to show the 
arrangement, and by examination of these 
illustrations it is easy to see the method em
ployed in setting up the stamps.*

There is a frame line of four pieces of 
printer’s rule enclosing the block of stamps, 
and this forms part o f the outline of the 
stamps which touch it. The other vertical 
sides of the stamps are also composed of 
continuous pieces of rule, running, in the

* These illustrations have not come out very well, 
owing per bans to the originals being on coloured paper. 
There should he no breaks in the top frame line of the 
sheet of fifteen, which should be continuous all the way 
across. The large gaps in the vertical lines In both sheets 
are due to the characters in those places being too close to 
the line and the latter consequently failing to print.

it. In the case of the second illustration it 
should be noted that there is a space below 
the bottom row of stamps inside the frame 
line of the sheet, and that each stamp in the 
bottom row has a  separate bit of frame line to 
itself. The earliest sheets contained fifteen 
stamps, without the space at foot, being like 
the sheet of ten in the illustration, merely 
having three vertical rows instead of two. 
Thus we have three distinct arrangements: 
Sheets o f fifteen without space at bottom ; 
sheets o f ten without space at bottom ; and 
sheets of fifteen with space at bottom. And 
the printings seem to have been : First, in 
sheets o f fifteen without the space ; second,
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in sheets of ten without the space ; third, in 
sheets of fifteen, again without the sp ace; 
and fourth, in sheets of fifteen with the space. 
And there was more than one variety of set
ting each time.

Now if we turn to the stamps themselves, 
we shall find some variations in the charac
ters employed which will enable us to dis
tinguish the various printings and settings.

The characters are in four horizontal lines, 
as described for the first issue of all. In the 
top line are five characters, with usually a 
dot above the space between the first and 
the second ; the second character is usually 
shaped like an italic letter reversed, and 

. has a horizontal line across it, but it is 
sometimes replaced by one resembling that 
which represents the figure “ 2 ” and which 
seems always to be the right-hand character 
of the second line. This second line con
tains six characters, and I find no variation 
in it, except that the fifth character some
times is in two parts, as may be seen in the 
illustration of the sheet of fifteen. The third 
line shows more important variations ; look
ing at the top pair of the sheet o f ten, we 
see that in the right-hand stamp this line 
consists of eight characters, while in the left- 
hand stamp it consists of seven only, the 
third and fourth characters from the left in 
the former stamps (a kind o f figure “ o ”  and 
incomplete reversed letter “  s ” ) being joined 
together in the latter.

All except two, Nos. 1 and 10, on this 
sheet have these characters separate, and I 
consider that the presence of this form of 
the characters indicates the earlier settings, 
as all the later settings have them joined to
gether throughout, as shown in the other 
illustration. It should also be noted that in 
the first illustration this line is always in two 
groups, with a small space between them. 
The second group commences with the 
character like a  reversed which is not 
infrequently replaced (as in the top line) by 
the one which seems to be a figure “  2.”

The fourth line indicates the value, denoted 
by a character resembling an inverted figure 
“  3 " with an accent over it, followed by a 
vertical stroke and a dot, reading I believe 
“  do,” and a numeral. The figure “  1 ”  is 
shown rather imperfectly in the illustration 
of the 1 docra, its correct shape is some
thing between a comma and a tadpole ; the 
“ 2” is shown in the two sheets; and the “ 3 ” 
is like an ordinary figure “  3,”  as shown in the 
third illustration at the head of this issue.

Of the characters which I describe as like 
a reversed letter “ / *  and a figure “  2 ”  there 
are two varieties, which may be seen in the 
illustration of the sheet of fifteen. On the 
majority of the stamps on this sheet the 
reversed letter uf "  has a central bar straight 
across it, but on Nos. 12 and 14 the charac
ter in the middle o f the third line has the
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right-hand part of the bar higher up than 
the left-hand. The ordinary form o f the 
figure “  2 ” is shown in the value and at the 
end of the second line on both sheets, but in 
the middle of the third line of No. 1 1  is a 
character, which I believe to be also a figure 
“  2,” with a loop at the top. In bad impres
sions it is difficult to distinguish this from 
the second form of reversed

In almost all the sheets some of the 
characters fail to print completely, dots 
frequently being absent from this cause, but 
I do not propose to take much notice of 
varieties o f this nature, which may only 
occur on a single sheet.

Ju ly  (?), 1880. Sheets o f fifteen w ithout space 
atfoot.

(a) Stamps 15 to 15 J  mm. wide, sheet 
56x93 mm. Nos. 2, 4, 7, 10, and 13 have 
seven characters only in the 
third lin e ; all the rest have 
the eight characters. Nos. I,
4, and 10 have the character 
for “ 2 ”  in the top line, in
stead of the reversed uf ”
(there are some others in 
which the form of this char
acter is rather doubtful); and 
Nos. I, 4, 7, 8, 10, 13  (and 
14 in the t and 2 docras), have the “ 2 ” in 
the middle of the third line. In No. 5 there 
is hardly any  appreciable space between the 
two groups in the third line.

The outlines of the stamps and o f the 
sheet are thin throughout, and I have al
ways believed this to be the first setting of 
1880, though I cannot produce any actual 
proof of this.

I have a fragment o f a sheet of the 1 
docra, which shows that two impressions 
were sometimes struck side by side, tete- 
Mche; my fragment shows the top row of one 
sheet and the bottom row of another, in
verted, alongside. No. 3 on this sheet had 
a very much larger figure “  1 ” than the 
others ; I have a minor variety of this set
ting, in which the printing is rather heavier, 
especially the outline of the sheet at the left 
side; the large figure “ 1 ” is in No. 12, 
instead of No. 3, and No. [4 plainly has the 
reversed in the middle of the third line.

With eight characters in the third line.
1 (locra, dull magenta.
2 ,, yellow-green.
3 ,, deep yellow.

Varieties. With figure “  2 ”  in the top line.
All three values.

With figure “ 2 ”  in the third line.
All three values.

With large figure “  t ”  (No, 1 or No. 12).
1 docra, dull magenta.

With seven characters in the third tine. 
Same three values (and also the varieties with 

figure “ 2").

1 2  | 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 II 12

1 3 t4 1 15



136 GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY

In regard to the question of the earliest 
setting, I ought to state that the first plates 
given by Moens in his Catalogue of 1892 
show sheets with seven characters in the 
third line throughout ; but the illustration *  
given in L e Tim bre-Poste, when the stamps 
were first chronicled, November, 1880, shows 
a curious variety with some of the characters 
in this line misplaced, the third being one 
form of the figure “ 2,” and the fifth the “ o,” 
these two characters being transposed. I 
cannot trace this variety either on my sheet 
or in any of Moens’ plates, but it is plain 
that the first stamp seen by him had eight 
characters in the third row. The stamp was 
a I docra.

I therefore add
An unknown setting of 15, including—
Error, with eight characters in the third line, 

the third and fifth being transposed.
1 docra, magenta.
2 ,, yellow-green (?).
3 „  yellow (?).

(b) A  similar setting, with eight characters 
in the third line throughout, but No. 1 has 
the reversed and No. 3 has one form of 
the figure “ 2 ” in place of the “ o ” in the 
third line. The stamps are 15 J  to i6£ mm. 
wide, and the whole block measures 55 to 
56^x95 mm. The frame lines are thick, 
except that at the left of the sheet, which is 
as thin as before ; the horizontal bits are a 
little wider apart. Nos. 3, 5, 7, and 10 have 
the figure “ 2 ” in the top line ; and Nos. 1, 
3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 1 1 ,  12, 14, and 15 have this 
character in the middle of the third line. 
No. 13  has the last character but one in the 
third line, a kind of letter “ i," omitted.

1 docra, dull magenta.
2 ,, green to yellowish green.
3 ,, yellow.

Errors. With reversed for third character 
and figure “ 2 ” for fifth character in the third 
line (No. 1). All three values.

With figures “ 2 ”  in the top line and in place 
of the third and fifth characters in the third line 
(No. 3). All three values.

With the seventh character in the third line 
omitted (No. >3).t

All three values.
Varieties. With figure “  2 ”  in the top line. 

All three values.
With figure “ 2 ”  in the middle of the third 

line. All three values.

Moens gives an illustration of this setting 
of the 1 docra, only, and dates it “  1887,” 
but 1 think he was mistaken about the date, 
and I am confirmed in this opinion by find
ing the other two values (which are not listed 
by Moens) in the Breitfuss Collection, under

* This is the illustration that I give of the i docra 
stamp.

t This is not a case of “ failed to print," there ts no 
space for the missing character.

the date “ Juillet 1880.” I think it quite 
possible that this was the first setting of all, 
and that Moens’ illustration of November, 
1880, shows the error in No. 3 badly 
corrected.

1883. Sheets o f ten w ithout space at foot 
It was in October, 1883, that L e Timbre- 
Poste copied from L ’A m i ties Tim bres the 
announcement that these stamps had ap
peared in sheets of ten varieties only. 
Moens agrees with me in placing first the 
setting shown in my illustration of the sheet 
of ten. Leaving a couple of letters for 
further early settings yet to be discovered, 
I call this—

(e) Nos. 1 and 10 have seven characters 
in the third line ; all the rest have eight. 
Nos. 5, 7, 8, and 9 have the figure 
“ 2 ” in the top line; Nos. 4, 5,
6, and 9 have the “ 2 ” in the 
middle of the third line.

I have two varieties of this, in 
one of which the whole setting 
has dropped, leaving a blank 
space inside the frame at top, 
and spaces at foot between the 
ends of the vertical lines and the 
bottom line of the frame. Moens illustrates 
all the three values without this spacing, 
and I have all three with the spacing; the 
stamps in the former are 15 to 16 mm. wide, 
and the sheet measures 25J  to 27 X92 m m .; 
in the latter (which seems to have spread a 
little) the stamps are all about 16 mm. wide, 
and the sheet measures 27 x  98 mm.

With eight characters in the third line.
1 docra, dull magenta.
2 ,, blue-green.
3 ,, yellow.

Varieties. With figure “  2 ”  in the top line.
All three values.

With figure “ 2 ” in the middle of the third 
line. All three values.

With seven characters in the third line.
All three values (but not the varieties with 

figure 2 ’ ’).
(/) Similar setting ; stamps 15^ to 17 mm. 

wide ; sheet 27£ to 2 8 x 9 3  to 94 mm. e ill 
the stautps have the seven characters only 
in  the th ird  line, and this is the case in all 
the later settings. Nos. 4, 5, 7, and 9 have 
the figure “  2 ” in the top lin e ; all except 
Nos. 4 and 7 appear to have the “  2 ” in the 
middle of the third line, but these sheets are 
not very clearly printed.

1 docra, dull magenta.
2 ,, blue-green.
3 ,, deep yellow.
3 „  yellow.

Varieties. With “  2 ”  in the top line.
Same values and colours.

With “ 2 ”  in the middle of the third line.
Same values and colours.

I 2

3 4

5 6
7 8

9 , 0

( To be continued.)
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The 1903 Surcharges of Guadeloupe
By JOHN N. LUFF

(Continuedfrom  page 58.)
Postage Due Stamps

HE R E  the specialist will find a few 
minor varieties. On Nos. 14 and 45 
the ornament at the left upper cor

ner of the rectangular frame is turned side
ways, and on No. 48 the left lower orna
ment is similarly turned. These are all in 
variety ii. o f the surcharge, or Nos. 517, 
521, 525, and 529 of the Catalogue. Nos. 
2 and 33 have the “ G ” broken; on No. 
42 only part of the bottom curve of the 
letter rem ains; while on No. 9 we find 
only a dot or sometimes nothing at all. 
No. 38 shows only part o f the curve of the 
letter “  D.”  These are of variety iii. 1 have 
seen a copy of No. 44 (var. iv.) with the “ G ” 
slightly broken, but the variety does not 
appear to be constant, and may have been 
caused by a speck of dirt on the sheet.

I would suggest that instead o f using the 
tables on page 258 of the M onthly Jo u rn a l, 
the collector refer to the Catalogue, as the 
latter contains a number of additions to and 
corrections of typographical errors in the 
Jo u rn a l’s lists. Though 1 may be a little 
ahead of my story, this seems to me an 
appropriate place to call attention to certain 
varieties which my study of the settings has 
shown me should be added to or deleted 
from the current Catalogue. The collector 
who cares to follow this article will easily 
confirm my conclusions.

Add to the Catalogue :—
236a on 169 
23 63 
236c 
237a

237c

170
17
173
174
175

237rfon 176.
2370
237/  , 
237g  , 
237h , 
237*  ,

177-
178.
‘ 79-
180.
181.

237/ on l8nz.
(Note that the stamp at present listed as 

237s here becomes 237/.)
280q on t8lo.
283a „  171.
2833 „  176.

Delete from the Catalogue; 323a, 354, and 
355, which do not exist.

I now take up the subject o f the overprint 
“ 1903,” in a rectangular frame with orna
ments at each comer (the scoffers call them 
“  bugs ’'). O f this overprint there are five set
tings, which I name H I, K, L, and M. These 
settings have been overprinted in various 
colours on the 40 c. on 1 fr., setting E  
corrected, and on the 1 fr. on 75 c., settings 
F  and G. I shall describe them briefly, and 
list the varieties to which they give rise. I 
need scarcely say that some of the varieties

occur more than once in a setting, and are 
also to be found in several settings.

4 ------- - f c .

1903---------ft
*3

Settings H, I, and K are closely related. 
In all of them the overprint “ 1903” is of 
Type 23 in the Catalogue,in various positions.

Setting H has “  1903” placed horizontally 
across the bottom of the rectangle, except on 
three stamps in the left pane. On No. 1 it 
is placed vertically at the right side, reading 
upward ; on No. 35 it is vertically at the left 
side, reading upward; and on No. 45 it is 
vertically at the left, reading downward. 
This setting was printed in carm ine and in 
blue on the 40 c. on 1 fr. (setting E  corrected), 
and in both colours on the 1 fr. on 75 c. 
(settings F  and G).

Setting I has “ 19 03” placed horizontally 
across the top o f the rectangle, except on 
three stamps in the left pane. On Nos. 1 
and 35 it is placed vertically at the left, 
reading upward, and on No. 45 it is vertically 
at the right, reading downward. This setting 
was printed in carm ine and in blue on the 
40 c. on 1 fr. (setting E  corrected) and the 
1 fr. on 75 c. (setting G). The carm ine over
print is known inverted on the 1 fr. on 75 c. 
I have seen part o f a sheet of the 40 c. on 
1 fr. with the carm ine overprint so misplaced 
that the top row of stamps escaped the over
print. This not only made pairs with and 
without the overprint, but also brought the 
overprint which normally fell on No. 35 upon 
No. 45. Thus we have No. 264 of the Cata
logue (Type 23, vertically, on No. 212) but 
with “  1903 * at the left, reading upward, a 
position which it does not otherwise occupy 
on this particular type of the 40 c. on 1 fr.

In setting K  the normal position of “  1903” 
is at the right side of the rectangle, verti
cally, reading upward. This occurs on forty- 
four stamps, one of which, No. 10, has also 
a thin vertical line down the middle of the 
rectangle. Nos. 39 and 45 also have “  1903 ” 
at the right, but reading downward. No. 35 
has it at the left, vertically, reading upward. 
On No. 12  it is placed horizontally across 
the middle o f the stam p; on No. 40 vertically 
in the middle ; and on No. 48 horizontally at 
the bottom. This surcharge exists in car
m ine, blue, and black on the 40 c. on 1 fr.
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(setting E  corrected), and in carm ine on the 
i fr. on 75 c. (setting G).

In settings H, I, and K, Nos. 14 and 20 
have the left upper ornament turned side
ways, and No. 48 has the left lower ornament 
similarly turned. From these three settings 
we obtain the following varieties, for which 
I give the Catalogue numbers rather than a 
detailed description:—

1903 in carmine over 40 c. on 1 fr. 
(Setting E corrected.)

1903 at bottom: 260, 261, 262.
1903 at top : 260, 261, 262.
1903 across middle : 260.
1903 at right, reading upward : 260, 263a, 263A. 
1903 at right, extra line in middle : 263.
1903 in middle, reading upward : 26 ;.
1903 at right, reading downward : 263, 264.
1903 at left, reading upward : 263, 264.

Left upper ornament sideways.
1903 at bottom: 260.
1903 at top : 260.
1903 at right, reading upward : 263.

Left lower ornament sideways.
1903 at bottom: 262.
1903 at top : 262.

Antique “ t ”  in “ eL”
1903 at bottom : 260.
1903 at top: 260.
1903 at right, reading upward : 263.

“ G ”  and “ et ’’ close together.
1903 at bottom : 260, 262.
1903 at top : 260, 262.
1903 at right, reading upward : 263, 263A 
1903 at left, reading upward : 263.

“  G ”  raised.
1903 at bottom : 262.
1903 at top : 262.

“  D ”  dropped.
1903 at bottom : 262.
1903 at top : 262.
1903 at right, reading upward : 263b.
Vertical pair, one without 1903, one with it hori

zontally at top: 260.
Vertical pair, one without 1903, one with it verti

cally at left, reading upward : 263.

1903 in blue over 40 c. on I Ir.
(Setting E  corrected.)

1903 at bottom : 284, 284, 286.
1903 at top: 284, 285, 286.
1903 across middle : 284.
1903 at right, reading upward : 287, 288, 289. 
1903 at right, extra line in middle: 287.
1903 in middle, reading upward, 287.
1903 at right, reading downward: 287, 290.
1903 at left, reading upward : 287.

Left upper ornament sideways.
1903 at bottom : 284.
1903 at top : 284.
1903 at right, reading upward : 287.

Left lower ornament sideways.
1903 at bottom : 286.
1903 at top: 286.

Antique “  t ” in “ et.”  1
1903 at bottom : 284.
1903 at top: 284.
1903 at right, reading upward: 287.

“  G ”  and “  et ”  close together.
1903 at bottom: 284, 286.
1903 at top: 284, 286.
1903 at right, reading upward : 287, 289.
1903 at left, reading upward: 287.

“ G ”  raised.
1903 at bottom: 286.
1903 at top : 286.

“  D ”  dropped.
I903 at bottom : 286.
1903 at top: 286.
1903 at right, reading upward : 289.

1903 in black over 40 c. on I fr.
(Setting E corrected.)

1903 at bottom : 292.
1903 across middle : 291.
1903 at right, reading upward : 293, 294, 293. 
1903 at right, extra line in middle: 293.
1903 in middle, reading upward : 293.
1903 at right, reading downward : 293, 296.
1903 at left, reading upward, 293.

Left upper ornament sideways.
1903 at right, reading upward : 293.

Left lower ornament sideways.
1903 at bottom: 292.

Antique “ t ” in “ et.”
1903 at right, reading upward: 292.

“  G ”  and “  et” close together.
1903 at right, reading upward : 293, 295.

“  G ” raised.
1903 at bottom : 292.

“  D ”  dropped.
1903 at right, reading upward : 295.

1903 in carmine over 1 fr. on 73 c. 
(Settings F and G.)

1903 at bottom: 221, 222, 223, 224, 223, 226,
227, 228, 229, 230, 231, 232, 233, 234,
235, 236, 236a, 23615, 236c, 237, 237a, 
237*, 237c, 237d, 237c, 237/, 237g, 237h, 
237*. 237/.

1903 at top: 226, 227, 228, 229, 230, 233, 234, 
235. 236a. 2364, 236c, 237, 237a, 2374, 
237r, 237<f, 237c, 237f  zyig, 237h, 2374, 
2377.

1903 across middle: 237.
1903 at right, reading upward : 238, 239, 240, 

241, 242, 243, 244, 245, 246, 247, 248,
249, 250, 251, 252, 253, 254, 255, 256,
257. 258, 259, 259a.

1903 at right, extra line in middle : 237c.
1903 in middle, reading upward : 246.
1903 at right, reading downward : 243, 244, 254. 
1903 at left, reading upward :; 242, 249, 254.
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Left upper ornament sideways. 
1903 at bottom : 229, 236, 237c, 237^. 
1903 at top: 237c, 237^.
1903 at right, reading upward : 253, 257.

1 9 4 3 .
*4

1903
Left lower ornament sideways.

x ® ° « »
at

(903
*6

1903
1903 at bottom : 229.
1903 at top: 229.

Overprint inverted.
1903 at bottom : 226, 227, 228, 229, 230, 233, 

234. 235, 236a, 2363, 236*-, 237, 237a, 
237*5, 237c, 237d, 237«, 237/, 237/, 237,4, 
237*. 2377.

1903 at right, reading downward : 242, 246.
1903 at left, reading upward: 244.

1903 in blue over I fr. on 75 c.
(Settings F and G .)

1903 at bottom : 265, 266, 267, 268, 269, 270, 
271, 272, 273, 274, 275, 276, 277, 278, 
279, 280, 280a, 2803, 280c, 280 ,̂ 28c*, 
280/, 280^, 280,4, 280,4, 280/, 280,/;, 28o», 
280/, 280?.

I903at top: 270, 271, 272, 273, 274, 277, 278, 
279, 280a, 28o3, 280c, 280a1, 28or, 280f, 
280g, 280h, 2804, 280/, 280m, 280it, 280/, 
2807.

1903 at right, reading upward : 281, 283a.
1903 at right, reading downward : 283, 283#.
1903 at left, reading upward : 282, 283a, 283 .̂

Left upper ornament sideways.
1903 at bottom : 273, 280, 280,5-, 280///.
1903 at top : 280°-, 28OW.

Left lower ornament sideways.
1903 at bottom : 273.
1903 at top: 273.

There are a few instances in which a 
stamp has two distinctive features, such as 
a type of the 1 franc surcharge which occurs 
only once in the setting and a sideways 
ornament at the corner of the rectangle. 
Two such instances are found in the fore
going list. No. 179 occurs only once in a 
sheet of the 1 fr. on 75 c., the twentieth 
stamp; when overprinted with settings H, 
I, and K  we find it with the addition of 
“  1903” at bottom, top, or side (Nos. 237^ 
and 257). But on this particular stamp the 
“ ■ 903” overprint has the ornament at the 
left upper comer turned sideways. It will 
be noted that I have listed it first as 
Nos. 237^ and 257, and afterwards as the 
same numbers with the ornament sideways. 
I admit this is not strictly fair, since it is 
making two specimens out of one stam p; 
but no one can tell how far the advanced 
specialist will wish to go, and certainly this 
list is for him if it is jfor any one.

We now come to settings L  and M, which 
are grouped together in the Catalogue, 
where we find the following illustrations of 
the numerals used for the overprints and a 
table of the types:—

The same stamps surcharged as Type 23. 
(iii.) With date as Type 24, horizontally.
(iv.) 
(v.) 
(vi.) 
(vii.)
(Vlll.)
(ix.)
(X .)
(xi.)
(xii.)

vertically.
25
,, diagonally.

26, vertically.
,, diagonally.

27, horizontally. 
,, vertically.

28
29

In setting L  the majority of the stamps 
are overprinted with “ 1903” of Type 24, 
which is placed horizontally at the bottom 
of the rectangle on forty stamps in the 
sheet (iii.). On Nos. 5 and 46 we find 
the same type of overprint, but placed 
vertically, at the left side of the stamp, 
reading upwards (iv.); while on No. 7 it 
occupies the same position at the right of 
the stamp, but in this instance it is set up 
irregularly, so that the figures “  1 ” and “ 3 ” 
are much above the line of the “  90.” 
Nos. 10 and 41 have the overprint of Type 25 
placed diagonally (vi.), reading from lower 
left to upper right. No. 1 has Type 26 
placed diagonally (viii.) inverted, reading 
from lower right to upper le ft ; while No. 45 
has the same diagonal surcharge, but placed 
right side up and reading from upper left to 
lower righ t No. 50 has Type 27 placed 
horizontally (ix.) at the bottom of the stamp ; 
No. 26 has Type 28 placed vertically (xi.) 
at the left side, reading upward ; and No. 28 
has Type 29, vertically (xii.) at the left, 
reading upward. This setting was printed 
in carm ine on the 40 c. on 1 fr. and the 1 fr. 
on 75 c., resulting in the following varieties 
as given in the Catalogue :—

1903 in carmine over 40 c. on 1 fr.
(Setting E  corrected.)

1903 (iii.) at bottom : 326, 327, 328.
1903 (iv., out of alignment) at right, reading 

upward: 329.
1903 (iv.) at left, reading upward: 329, 330. 
1903 (vi.) diagonally : 331.
1903 (viii.) diagonally : 332, 333.
1903 (ix.) at bottom : 334.
1903 (xi. j at left, reading upward : 335.
1903 (xii.) at left, reading upward : 336.

Left upper ornament sideways.
1903 (iii.) at bottom: 326.

Left lower ornament sideways. 
r903 (iii.) at bottom: 328.

Antique “ f i n  “ et."
1903 (iii.) at bottom: 326.
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“  G ”  and “  et ”  close together.
1903 (iii.) at Irottom : 326, 328.
1903 (iv. I at left, reading upward : 330.
1903 (vili.) diagonally : 332.
1903 (xi.) at lelt, reading upward : 335.
1903 (xii.) at left, reading upward : 336.

1903 in carmine over I fr. on 75 c. 
(Setting G.)

1903 (iii.) at lrottom : 297, 298, 299, 3C0, 301, 
302, 303. 3° 4, 305, 306, 307, 308, 309, 

.3»o, 3»>. 3,2> 313. 3>4. 3>5. 3>5“ - 
1903 (iv., out of alignment) at right, reading 

upward : 316.
1903 (iv.) at left, reading upward : 317, 318.
1903 (vi.) diagonally : 319, 320.
1903 (viii.) diagonally: 321,322.
1903 (ix.) at lrottom : 323.
1903 (xi.) at left, reading upward : 324.
1903 (xii.) at left, reading upward: 325.

Left upper ornament sideways.
1903 (iii.) at lrottom : 311.

Left lower ornament sideways.
1503 (iii.) at bottom : 300.

No. 323a of the Catalogue does not exist. 
It is quite apparent that it has crept into the 
Catalogue through a confusion of Type 24 
with the figures out of alignment and Type 28. 
The reader will please note that in the 40 c. 
on 1 fr., Nos. 330, 332, 335, and 336 always 
have the “  G ” and " et ” close together, and 
therefore are duplicated in the foregoing list.

Setting M contains only four types of 
“  1903,” which in every instance is placed 
vertically, at the left, reading upward. On 
thirty-five stamps the overprint is of Type 25 
(v.) ; on Nos. 8, 10, 20, 30, 40, 48, and 50 it 
is of Type 26 (vii.); on Nos. 2, 1 1 ,  21, 22, 
3 1, 41, and 45 it is of Type 27 (x.); and on 
No. 1 it is of Type 29 (xii.). This overprint 
exists in blue on the 40 c. on 1 fr. and the I fr. 
on 75 c., and from it we obtain the following 
numbers in the Catalogue :—

1903 in blue over 40 c. on I fr.
(Setting E  corrected.)

1903 (v. ) at left, reading upward : 369, 370, 371. 
•9°3 (vii.) at left, reading upward : 373, 374.

1903 (x.) at left, reading upward: 378, 379.
1903 (xii.) at left, reading upward : 381.

Left upper ornament sideways.
1903 (v.) at left, reading upward: 369.
1903 (vii.) at lelt, reading upward : 373.

Left lower ornament sideways.
1903 (vii.) at left, reading upward : 374.

Antique “  t ”  in “ et.”
1903 (v.) at left, reading upward: 369.
1903 x.) at left, read ng upward: 378.

“  G ”  and “  et ”  close together.
1903 (v.) at left, reading upward: 369, 371.
1903 (vii.) at left, reading upward : 373.
1903 (x.) at left, reading upward : 378.
1903 (xii.) at left, reading upward : 381.

1903 in blue over 1 fr. on 75 c.
(Setting G.)

1903 (v.) at left, reading upward: 337, 338, 339, 
34° ,  341, 342, 343. 344. 345. 34*. 347, 
348, 349, 349"•

1903 (vii.) at left, reading upward: 350, 351, 
352> 353. 354"-

1903 (x.) at left, reading upward: 356, 357, 358, 
359. 3fi°. 361, 362-

1903 (xii.) at left, reading upward : 363.
Left upper ornament sideways.

1903 (v.) at left, reading upward: 346.
1903 (vii.) at lelt, reading upward: 354a.

Left lower ornament sideways.
1903 (vii.) at left, reading upward: 351.

No. 381 o f the 40 c. on 1 fr. always has 
the “ G ” and “ e t” close together, and No. 
354a of the 1 fr. on 75 c. always has the left 
upper ornament turned sideways. T o  this 
extent there are duplications in the above 
table.

In conclusion I can only echo the words 
of the elder W eller: “ Whether it’s worth 
while going through so much to learn so 
little, as the charity boy said when he got to 
the end of the alphabet, is a matter of taste. 
I  rather think it isn’t.”

Philatelic Dotes and Queries
B y E. B. EVANS

SO M E ingenious person, imbued with a 
taste for Proverbial Philosophy, seems 
once to have remarked that “ the 

proper study of Mankind is Man,” with, no 
doubt, occasional excursions into that most 
difficult branch of the subject the Study of 
Woman. In like manner, I may venture to 
suggest that the proper study of the British 
Philatelist is British Stamps, and that not 
only because they are British, but because 
they form a particularly interesting subject 
for study. We are always finding out some

thing fresh about them, and always finding 
some fresh point that requires study.

Within the last few years, a great deal of 
attention has been devoted to the letters in 
the lower comers of the early Penny and 
Twopence, which letters are occasionally 
found inverted, double, defective, malformed, 
or slightly abnormal in one respect or 
another; and it is by means of these letters 
and their varieties of type, position, defects, 
etc., that it may some day be possible to 
assign impressions of these early stamps (or
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some of them) to the particular plates from 
which they were printed. W e know that 
different forms of these letters were used, 
differing from one another as different founts 
of printer’s type differ, and it is possible 
that these variations were intentional, and 
indicate that experiments were made with a 
view to obtaining letters that should be quite 
clear and distinct, the final choice being the 
sans-serif letters that appear in the four 
corners of the Twopence of 1858 and the 
One Penny of 1864.

The letters were punched into the corners 
of the impressions, upon the soft steel plate, 
with hard steel punches ; soft steel is not a 
very soft substance, and a question has been 
raised as to the durability of these punches, 
one student of British stamps suggesting 
that each punch may have produced only 
one single letter, and have been too much 
damaged or blunted in so doing for further 
use. A few weeks ago, however, Messrs. C. 
Nissen and Co. showed me a block of four 
Penny stamps, Die 11, on Large Crown paper, 
perf. 14, lettered “ s-K,” “ s-L ,” “ t - k ,” 
“ T-l,” with both the letters “ s ” inverted. 
Copies with inverted letters are scarce ; in
deed, I understand that these are the first 
stamps upon Large Crown paper that have 
been found with inverted letters ; it therefore 
appeared almost certain that these two 
letters were done with the same punch, as it 
is extremely unlikely that the workman 
would use two punches the wrong way up, 
one after the other.

In these circumstances, I appealed once 
more to Mr. Jam es D. Heath, the Managing 
Director of Perkins Bacon and Co., Limited, 
who has so kindly given me information on 
previous occasions, and he assures me that 
the hardened steel punches would last for 
some years and would be used over and 
over again. He goes on to say :—

“ The way in which the punching was 
done was t h i s T h e r e  was a small holder, 
one of which we still have, into which the 
punch was slipped, and it was then struck 
with a hammer. The double impressions no 
doubt arose from the man who did the work 
holding the tool unsteadily, and it shifted 
before the second blow was struck. This 
gave the first rough impression. The comer 
of the stamp was then burnished to take 
off any burr, and the lettering finished with 
a graver, so that you see there was an 
opportunity for any amount of variation in 
the letters, just as the engraver was inclined, 
and possibly at one time he may have 
finished off the letters much neater than at 
other times. You can see also from this 
explanation how a letter like ‘ S 1 could 
have been turned out upside down.”

This explanation no doubt accounts for 
some of the abnormal varieties that are

known, and possibly also for some of the 
variations in the form of the letters, especially 
in cases where different forms are found upon 
the same plate; but it will certainly not 
account for all the variations, as the different 
founts o f letters are too uniform and too 
regularly employed to be accidental varia
tions due to the graver’s tool. Probably 
also the early punches, which produced 
Roman capitals, with thin lines and serifs, 
which would be very liable to injury, did 
not last so long as the later punches, which 
produced the san s-serif letters, much simpler 
in form and of the same thickness through
out.

Students of the minute details of stamps 
have not, I think, made sufficient allowance 
for the fact that even the Perkins Bacon 
process of reproduction did not in this case 
produce absolutely perfect results. The 
most important portions of the design, the 
head and its surrounding background, were 
faithfully reproduced, but the intentionally 
varying letters in the corners had of course 
to be put in separately, and there was a 
good deal of cleaning up required, both 
round these letters and round the edges of 
each stamp, in order to remove the rough 
metal displaced by the pressure of the en
graving upon the roller and by the punching 
in of the letters ; and we thus have little 
variations, some o f which are visible with
out the use of a microscope.

I have just received MekeeVs Weekly 
Stam p N ew s for August I, with a brief 
account o f the A . P. A. Convention, as it 
is familiarly termed, at Columbus. I greatly 
regret to learn that the President, Mr. J . 
N. Luff, was prevented by illness from being 
present, and I sincerely trust that he is 
convalescent by this time, and that a little 
trip across the Atlantic is all that is neces
sary to complete his recovery. With this 
very unfortunate exception, the Convention 
appears to have been a most successful one, 
business and pleasure being combined in 
the usual manner. One rather important, 
though merely nominal change has been 
made, the title being altered from American 
Philatelic Association to American Philatelic 
Society, and we must in future speak of the
A. P. S., instead of the A. P. A. 1 am not 
quite sure that the change is an altogether 
happy one ; Society seems to be a less com
prehensive title than Association, as the latter 
might well imply a union of a number of 
Societies, which is the object o f a great 
national body. The general arrangements 
remain as before, and M ekeel's Weekly, 
which has done such excellent work for 
the Association  in the past, remains the' 
official journal of the Society, and will no 
doubt do the same good service in the
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future. A  full report of the proceedings is 
to be issued at an early date, on receipt of 
which I may find occasion to make a few 
more remarks upon a Society which differs 
essentially from any philatelic body that 
exists in this country, and which holds 
meetings such as many British philatelists 
would like to see promoted over here.

T w o  British stamp periodicals have in
dulged of late in some more or less pungent 
remarks upon the subject of “  Postmarking 
to Order." Both are edited by philatelists 
of some experience, and as their views on 
the point in question are diametrically 
opposed to one another, it may be well to 
place their remarks side by side and discuss 
them a little.

Mr. Cornelius Wrinkle, in The Postage 
Stam p, says :—

“  This most objectionable practice goes merrily 
on. When a sheet of stamps is postmarked and 
sold in mint unused condition by the sheet it is 
nothing more or less than an attempt to sell, to 
such as are easily gulled, stamps purporting to be 
used that have never been through the post.

‘ ‘ Messrs. Pemberton and Co. tell us in their 
journal that they recently inspected the stock of a 
dealer from Iceland, part of which consisted of 
many sheets of the new Iceland r eyr value, all 
of which were minus gum and plus a neat, but 
genuine, obliteration."

E w en ’s W eekly Stam p N ew s replies :—
“  All credit to the dealer from Iceland, say we 1 

A postmark is not and never has been a guarantee 
that a stamp has been through the post and it is 
ridiculous to say it is. One and the same post
marker is often used for cancelling stamps used 
on letters, telegrams, postal receipts of all kinds 
and various other documents. One might just 
as well suggest that a bank-note has been through 
the post because it is postmarked. (It is a 
practice in Post Offices to postmark bank-notes 
cashed by them.) A genuine postmark on a 
stamp signifies nothing more nor less than that it 
has been cancelled by a genuine postmarker, but 
as to where, when and by whom there is no 
evidence other than that which may be shown on 
the stamp itself. Take for instance a postmarker 
inscribed ‘ Birmingham, 9.7.08,’ and cancel a 
stamp with i t ; the postmark should be evidence 
that the stamp was cancelled at Birmingham on
9. 7. 08 and nothing more. There is nothing to 
indicate whether the stamp was on a letter doing 
postal duty; it might have been on a receipt or a 
postal order or on a telegram or even on a savings- 
bank collecting card or in the case cited, one of a 
sheet cancelled to order for a stamp dealer.”

I f  the curious theory put forward in the 
second of these quotations were generally 
received and understood by stamp collectors, 
there would certainly be no objection to 
“  Postmarking to Order,” neither would there 
be any possible object in it. But is such the 
case at all ? So far as I am aware, the idea

of the collector of so-called used stamps is 
that the postmark does imply that the stamp 
has been used for some postal purpose ; and 
if he were persuaded that it simply meant 
that the stamp had been defaced at a certain 
place on a certain date (not in any way 
guaranteed), he would cease to regard used 
stamps with the respect with which he looks 
upon them at present. In the case of stamps 
of high facial value, which the authorities 
may be willing to cancel and supply at low 
prices, for the benefit of collectors and of 
the postal revenue, there is a certain amount 
of excuse, but such copies are (from a phila
telic point of view) on exactly the same foot
ing as copies marked “  Specimen,”  which, 
curiously enough, collectors do not regard 
with favour—and this very fact is sufficient 
to prove that a postmark, to those who 
prefer postmarked stamps, is supposed to 
mean something quite different from merely 
“  Cancelled."

It is hardly likely that these 1 eyr. stamps 
were supplied at less than face value, and 
they would certainly not be retailed at a 
lower price than the same stamps unused. 
1 ndeed there may have been an extra charge 
for postmarking. There is an old tale, prob
ably untrue but none the less ben trovato, 
according to which a continental dealer was 
once doing business with a wholesale con

fre re , and having purchased a stock of a 
certain stamp unused, asked to be also 
supplied with a few dozen u sed ; when the 
account was made out, the purchaser was 
shocked at finding that a higher price was 
charged for the used than for the unused, and 
on his asking with some indignation the 
reason for this, was met with the reply: 
“  I must pay my clerk something for putting 
the postmarks on.”  So also probably the 
post office clerk received something for his 
trouble in “ putting the postmarks o n ”  the 
sheets of stamps referred to.

A s some of my readers are perhaps aware, 
I am not in the fullest sympathy with those 
collectors who refuse to admit any but used 
stamps into their collections, and maybe 
this is because I know too well how difficult 
it is to prove that a  stamp has really been 
u sed ; but I have always understood that 
collectors who are thus minded do not 
collect used stamps merely because they 
prefer a defaced specimen to one that is un
defaced, but because they have a preference 
for veterans that have done some duty, which 
the “  postmarked-to-order " things have not.

S T A N L E Y  G in O N S  
PRICED CATALOGUE OF 
THE PO STAGE ST A M P S OF THE WORLD 

Vol. I. Greet Britain and Colonies. 
Post-free, as. 9d.

Vol. II. The Rest of the World.
Post-free, as. iod.
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Dew Issues and Discoveries
By FRANK PHILLIPS

t should bo moot gratofut I f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
Issues of stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once If 
desired, together with stamp fo r postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILLIPS, 891 8trand, London, W.O.

Greece.—Dr. Socolis calls our attention to the 
fact that there exist two distinct types of the 
5 lepta “ Mercury”  stamp of 1901 issue. In 
Type I (A) there is a white space between the 
two exterior vertical lines of the frame enclosing 
the word “ EAAA2 ”  (Greece) on both sides of 
the stamp. Iq Type II (B) this space is tilled in 
with short horizontal lines.

The illustrations below show these types con* 
siderably enlarged.

1901. Wmk. Type *6. (b) P er/. 13}.

35*
35**IS

5 I., green (A). 
5 l* „  (B).

Nicaragua.—We have been shown three values 
of the overprinted fiscal stamps chronicled in our 
issues of t i July, 25 July, and 22 August, num
bered 365 to 371 and 4604 to 4601, with an error of 
lettering in the overprint, which reads “ c o r r o b ”  
instead o f  M c o r r e o .”  We chronicle four values, 
as it is absolutely certain that the fourth value 
exists, although we have not seen it.

We have also seen a minor variety of the same 
fiscal stamps surcharged “ v a l b , ”  etc. numbered 
375 to 380, and 460/to 460A, showing the “ 9 ”  
of the date “ 1908”  replaced by a dropped in

verted “ 6.”  We do not think this variety is 
worth cataloguing.

1908. Type 45 (fisc a l stamp) overprinted vertically  
upw ards w ith  Type 46, in  black. P er/. 14 ,15 .

V ariety. “  corrob ”  instead 0 / “  corrko.”

37a
373
374
375

5 c., orange-yellow. 
toe., turquoise-blue, 
x p., ochre, 
a p., pearl-grey.

B
Opto. Z e le v a

23

1908. Type 45 (fisca l stamp) overprinted in  green w ith  
Type Z3, reading upw ards, and in black w ith  Type 46.

V ariety, “ corrob M instead0 / “  CORRBO."

4601 
460m 
460* 
460./)

5 c., orange-yellow. 
10 c., turquoise-blue, 
x p., ochre, 
a p., pearl-grey.

Panama.—We have recently been shown by 
a friend in New York some interesting errors in 
the issue of 1906, Catalogue Types 49, 50, and 53.

The errors consist in the fact that the centres 
are inverted, and although these errors got out to 
Panama nearly two years ago, they do not seem 
to have been recorded previously.

We have before us as we write three letters 
franked with errors. These are as follows:—

1st A letter addressed to New York from 
Colon and postmarked “  Nov. i i .  07,”  franked 
with a normal 2 c. and a £ c. with the central 
design inverted\
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2nd. Another letter to New York, dispatching 
office illegible, franked with two 5 c. and a 2} c. 
stamp; both the 5 c. have the head inverted. 
Dated “  12 Nov. 1907.”  (See below.)

3rd. A letter sent from Colon to San Salvador 
franked with a 10 c. stamp and a 2 c. stamp, 
and dated “ Nov. 11 . 07.”  The 2 c. has the head

inverted. These are undoubtedly bona fide errors, 
and it appears to us that from the method of 
printing there must have been at least a sheet of 
each of these values with the head invertefi. 
Buyers of these stamps wholesale will be well 
advised to search their stocks.

Nov., 1907, Centre inverted.
} c., carmine, blue, green, and orange. 
2 c. „  and black.
5 c., blue and black.

Paraguay.—We have been shown a variety 
of the 20 c. on 24 c., blue, provisional of 1902, 
with the surcharge inverted.

Bablltiado 

• a

20
eentavos

3*
1902. Type *9 surcharged w ith  Type 3», in  vermilion. 

V ariety. Surcharge inverted.
Tsa\so c. on 24 c., blue.

Our agent in Asuncion forwards us the pro
visional and variety chronicled below.

HabBitado ea

5
O EflTAVO S

66 . . 44
19( 8. Type 66 surcharged as Type 44, in  black. 

5 c. on 1 c., greeniib blue.
V ariety. Surcharge inverted.

5 c. on x c., greenish blue.

Switzerland.—Messrs. P. L. Pemberton & Co. 
very kindly forward us quite a new Swiss stamp: 
it is surface-printed in two colours, the figure 
of Helvetia, the figures of value, and the inner 
border-line being in orangeyetlow ;  the solid 
background in purple; and the tiny Alpine 
scene in the lower right-hand corner, the sword, 
and the Swiss cross in white. The paper is 
granite, and appears to be without any water
mark, and the perforation gauges 1l£ , 12.

x6

August, 1908. Type 1 6 . Figu res 0 / value, fig u re  oj
H elvetia , and border-line in  fir s t  colour. No wntk.
G ranite paper. P er/. 1 1 J ,  12.

344(40 c., orange-yellow and purple.

Tasmania.—We have discovered a minor 
variety in the current 2d. pictorial, watermarked 
Crown and double-lined A, and perforated 12$, 
No. 220a in the Catalogue. The variety consists 
in a white dot in front of the letter “ t ”  of 
**T a s m a n i a ** ; the dot is unmistakable, as it is 
about 1 mm. in diameter. We are told that this 
variety occurs once in every sheet.

Printed by W . B bsndoh  & S on, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietor*, S t a n l e y  G ibbons, Ltd., 39s Strand, London,W.C.
99 August, >908.
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Cdimtitics of the mould
By W. PERCY UARNSDALL 
German SoutB-Wte^t Africa

GE R M A N  South-West Africa includes 
the region lying between Portuguese 
West Africa and Cape Colony, except 

Walfish Bay, bounded on the west by the 
Atlantic Ocean, and on the east by the 
British sphere including Bechuanaland. The 
total area is estimated at 322,450 square 
miles, and the population at 200,000.

Before 1884 this region was coloured red on 
most maps in accordance with the view that it 
formed part of British South Africa, and was 
a legitimate sphere for the future develop
ment of Cape Colony and Rhodesia. Some 
of the coast islets, such as Roast Beef, Plum
pudding, etc., as well as the district on the 
mainland round Walfish Bay, were even occu
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pied and officially recognized as British 
territory. Walfish Bay, now an enclave in 
the German possessions, remains a depend
ency of Cape Colony, and is not likely to be 
relinquished by Great Britain. It is used as 
a naval station, and is the only sheltered 
outlet for a region of 400.000 square miles, 
extending from Angola to the Cape and 
inland to Rhodesia; in the hands of an 
alien Power it might prove a very convenient 
base of operations.

Undeterred by the above facts, an enter
prising Bremen merchant, Herr Luderitz, 
concluded a series o f political and commer
cial treaties with native chiefs whereby a 
claim was instituted over Angra Pequena 
and vast districts in the interior between 
Orange River and Cape Frio. On 7 August, 
1884, the German flag was hoisted at Angra 
Pequena, and on 13 October of the same 
year a German protectorate was suddenly 
declared over the territory now being dis
cussed. The name first given to the pro
tectorate was Luderitzland, but it was 
afterwards changed to its present title. 
After the usual protests and diplomatic 
wranglings the German claim was duly 
recognized and boundaries settled with 
Great Britain and Portugal by conventions 
in 1884, 1886, and 1890.

The acquisition of Angra Pequena is an 
interesting point in the history of European 
colonization. It was the first annexation 
made by Germany beyond Europe, the 
foundation stone, so to speak, of her colonial 
empire which has since developed with such 
surprising rapidity.

The country comprises the ill-defined 
territories o f Ovampo, Damaraland, and 
Great Namaqualand, and was long sup
posed to be a sandy waste with no natural 
resources beyond its inaccessible mineral 
wealth. This is true only of Namaqualand, 
probably the most thinly-peopled and un
productive district of any o f equal extent on 
the surface o f the globe. Ovampo is fertile 
and suited to agricultural pursuits, whilst 
Damaraland is pastoral. The latter seems 
to promise best for the future, and might 
afford support for a  limited number of 
European stock breeders. Here are a few 
ostrich farms, and a beginning has been made 
with the cultivation of cotton, tobacco, and 
vines. The chief industry is undoubtedly pas
toral, and large herds and flocks of cattle 
and sheep belong to natives. There is little 
agriculture,but market gardening is common, 
a great variety of vegetables and fruit being 
grown. Copper has been found in Ovampo, 
and mining is carried on at Otavi and 
Tsumeb, both of which places are connected 
by railway with Swakopmund, the chief 
port. The natives understand the art o f 
smelting and manufacture excellent ware. 
Diamonds are said to exist in the neighbour

hood of Gibeon. Gold has been found, but 
not in sufficient quantity for working, and 
marble, asbestos, graphite,and other minerals 
have been observed.

In 1844 some Boers established them
selves in the Ondango district, and founded 
Upingtonia in honour of the well-known 
statesman of Cape Colony. Though the 
district was fertile and well watered the 
climate was malarious, and the Republic 
gradually decayed. After the murder of 
the leader, Mr. Jordan, in 1886, it collapsed, 
and the Boer settlers accepted the German 
protectorate.

The natives are Bantu in the north and 
Hottentot in the south. In Damara or 
Herero land there has been a continuous 
struggle for supremacy between the two 
races. Here under the “  civilizing ” agencies 
of European luxury (drink, etc.) the natives 
are gradually dying out, and when they have 
sufficiently thinned down it is the intention 
to introduce white settlers. It is to Damara
land that the colony looks for its future 
prospects, as in the other parts the natives 
quite hold their own against foreign invasion. 
There have been serious native revolts 
against the Germans, especially in 1904, 
when the Hottentots in Namaqualand and 
the Hereros in Damaraland united, and pro
gress was in consequence greatly delayed.

The capital is Windhoek, 237 miles inland, 
connected by railway with the chief port 
Swakopmund, north of Walfish Bay. This 
port is likely to become useful with artificial 
aid. Other ports and important towns are 
Sandwich H aven; Omaruru, the chief market 
of the Hereros ; Angra Pequena, with good 
anchorage but little use, lying in barren dis
trict destitute of fresh w ater; Otyimbingue, 
Okahandja, Gobabis, and Keetmannskoop. 
There are no towns in the interior, only a 
few missionary stations and trading places. 
Postal communication, as in all German 
possessions, is well looked after, and between 
thirty and forty different postmarks are 
known. The coast lands are held by the 
German New Guinea Colonial Company. 
The exports at present are inconsiderable, 
but the imports, mainly from Germany, 
amount to a  good figure, and consist chiefly 
of articles o f consumption.

Philatelic History
This follows the course of other colonies 

lately described, viz. stamps of the mother 
country specially overprinted, followed by a 
series in the general colonial type. All the 
stamps are easily obtained, and provide but 
little joy  to the general collector. The over
printed stamps are divided into two sets, the 
first with a hyphen between “  Sudwest ” and 
“ Afrika,” the second with “  Sudwestafrika ” 
in one word. In the first set the 25 and 50 pf. 
were similarly prepared for use, but not sent
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to the colony, so collectors are saved two 
spaces. The 25 pf. in the second set is 
a rather scarce stamp. In the colonial types 
a few stamps have appeared on the water
marked paper.

German stamps o f 1889 overprinted in  black. 
1897 {w ith  hyphen).

Unused. Used.
S. 4i s. d.

3 pf., brown . 0 8 O 95 „ green . 0 8 0 910 „  carmine . . 3 6 s 0
20 ,, ultramarine . . 1 3  

1898 {without hyphen).
I 3

3 pf., brown • 0 3 0 45 „  green . 0 4 0 s
>0 ,, carmine . * . 0 8 0 8
20 ,, ultramarine . 1 6 2 0
25 „ orange . . 40 0
50 „ red-brown . 2 O 3 0

1900. Fram e in  second colour. Per/.
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
3 pf*» brown . . . 0 t 0 1
5 ,, green . . . 0 3 0 410 ,, carmine . . . 0 4 0 2

20 ,, ultramarine . . 0 4 0 3
25 ,, black & red on yellow  0 5
30 „  ,, orange on b u ff 0 6
40 „ „ carmine . 0 7 0 8
50 ,, ,, violet on b u ff 0 8
80 ,, M carmine on rose 1 2
1 m., carmine .
2 „ blue . . . 2 8
3 ,, violet .
S ,, carmine and black .

1906-7. A s last% but wm k. Lozenges. 
3 pf., brown . . . 0 1
5 „  green . . . 0 1  

10 ,, carmine . . .  —
5 m., carmine and black . —

{T o be continued.)

PLBASB NOTB
The Prices quoted la the foregoing article are takea from our publishers* latest Stock Books, sad 
an, therefore, the Prices at which Stanley Olbboas, Ltd., will have pleasure la supplying any 
et tbs stamps that may be needed by any of our readers.

Topical Hote$
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS
Relative Rarity of old Australians

I  H AVE recently purchased an old and 
extensive correspondence, consisting of 
many thousand letters addressed to this 

country and mostly franked with stamps of 
Victoria and New South Wales, the dates 
being from 1852 to 1863 inclusive.

This correspondence has never been 
picked over by a collector, and therefore, to 
a certain extent, one may gather from it 
some little information as to the relative 
larity of stamps which were in the corre
spondence by hundreds. In attempting to 
do this it is important to bear in mind the 
fact that the letters were all sent here, and I 
think that the minimum postage for a single 
letter was 6d., therefore the figures I quote 
below as showing the percentage of stamps 
in the correspondence are hardly fair for id. 
stamps, which are much commoner on local 
correspondence. On the other hand, stamps 
of 2d. and 4d. I find were used very largely 
in pairs and strips to make up the single and 
double letter rates.

I will note first the Victoria “ Em blem s” 
issue, of which there were a good many hun
dreds in the correspondence.

Roughly speaking, the following is about 
the percentage of these stamps :—

id ., green.
Cat.
No.

Cat. 
Price, 
s. d.

48 Wmk. Star., imperf. . 
>» • • 

rouletted .

• 35 p.c. 7 6
54 No wmk. . 6 II 6 0
57 n . 6 II 25 0
61-2 „ perf. 12. .

it • •
• 47 »j 8 0

70 Laid . 2 11 22 6
72 Wmk. value »» • • • 4 

ioo

II 5 0

From these figures it looks as if Nos. 48 
and 61 are priced too high and Nos. 54 and 
72 too low, but, as I stated before, a local 
correspondence (say from Melbourne) might 
give quite a  different percentage.
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Cal. 2 d ., lila c . Cat.
No. Price.

3. d.
55 No wmk., imperf. . . .  54 p*c. 4 o
68 Laid hor., roul....................32 ,, 3 6
69 ,, ,, . . . .  14 „  4 o

IOO

The Catalogue prices are not far out; per
haps Nos. 68 and 69 should be priced a little 
higher.
Cat.
No.

49

4<i.t rose.

Wmk. Star., imperf., verml. 1 S§ P-c-

Cat. 
Price, 
s. d.
3 6

SO „ „  rose . 23 „ 1 6
S* , , roul. . . . 4 .. 40 0
60 No wmk. , ,  . . . 8 „ 5 0
64 il perf. 12 . . «3 .. 1 6
65 Laid vert., imperf. . . . 2 „ 20 0
67 »♦

Laid hor.,
roul. . . . 23 » 1 6

71 perf. 12 . . IS .. 1 9

too

The Catalogue prices seem to very well 
represent the relative rarity. Nos. 50, 64 
and 71 might be quoted a little higher. I 
note that in many hundreds there was not a 
single copy of No. 56, the 4d. no wmk., 
imperf., which is catalogued at 40s,, and 
must be well worth that price.

In the 6d. stamps of 1854 (Nos. 29 and 30) 
there are nearly two hundred copies, includ
ing a number in strips and a block of six, 
but there are very fe w  o f the really deep 
orange; the difference should be much more 
than that between 4s. and 5s., as shown in 
the Catalogue. In this lot of sixpennies 
there was not a stamp either rouletted, ser
rated, or serpentine perforated.

In the “  Registered” of 1854 a very inter
esting thing is a strip of three stamps, used 
on one letter for postage, and not for regis
tration (which only required a single stamp). 
I think this is very rare in a strip, and I 
cannot call to mind that I ever had even a 
p a ir  of this stamp.

Of the is. octagon of 1854 and i860, the 
imperf. stamps are nearly three times as 
plentiful as the perforated.

In the New South Wales there was only 
one 2d. Sydney.

There was a nice lot of “  laureated,”  in
cluding some 6d. and 8d.

In the “ diademed” issue, a number of 
pairs of the rare 3d.

Both “ laureated” and “ diademed” 3d. 
stamps, of which there were about a hundred, 
were carefully examined for the error wmk. 
“  2," but not a copy was found.

In the “ diademed”  2d., imperf. (C at 9 1-  
93), the pale blue is at least twenty times as 
scarce as the blue or deep blue.

About 10 per cent of these stamps had the

error of wmk. “  5,” and I notice that this is 
on a thicker and more opaque paper than 
the common stamp, wmk. “  2.”

In the square stamps, imperf. (1854-5), 
there was a fine lot of 6d. ; about 5 per 
cent have the error of wmk. “  8.”

It is seldom nowadays that English 
dealers get an old unpicked lot o f Australian 
stamps, and when such a case does occur 
it is interesting to see what we-*,can learn 
from it.

v - :-.d a
Manchester, Postage Stamp Exhibition

M r ! I .  J .  B e r n s t e in  writes as follow s:— 
5 August, 1908.

I notice in to-day’s issue of the Weekly a 
paragraph re our Exhibition. I am very much 
obliged for the publicity, and we shall be glad to 
have as many pars as you care to give us, only we 
should like them correct. I don’t know who 
your informant was, but as a matter of fact we 
have not yet got one ha’penny towards the ex
penses, and have not thought it advisable to ask 
for donations and subscriptions until the season 
starts. I hope your paragraph will not lead 
people to believe that we do not want money; so 
far it has simply been a question of our Committee 
guaranteeing all preliminary liabilities.

I regret very much that the information in 
the number referred to was not correct. It 
came to us from a Manchester correspon
dent who is usually especially well informed.

I hear that the Committee o f the Exhibition 
are going to make a great feature of the 
Philatelic Congress, and that Messrs. Beck- 
ton and Gibson will be strongly identified 
with this section.

Bound Vol. VII of “ G.S.W .”
T h e se  are now ready, and can be supplied 
at the price of 4s. 9d. post free. Subscribers 
to our paper will remember that with the 
commencement of this volume we had to 
trim the margins down, on account of the 
heavier paper we used being too heavy 
for the halfpenny per number. With this 
current volume we have gone back to the 
full-sized margins.

In order to keep the bound volumes 
symmetrical, we have decided to make the 
binding covers the same height as previous 
volumes, and this gives a rather awkward 
appearance to the volume, but it seems to 
be the best way out of the difficulty.

No. 2 of “ G.S.W .”
No. 2 of Vol. I is the rarest number of the 
whole set, and is missing in many libraries. 
We have just secured a few copies, which 
we can supply at 3s. 6d. each as long as our 
supply lasts.

Portable Leather Case for Albums
I h a v e  been asked to draw special attention 
to this very useful case. Owing to a new
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contract we have placed to manufacture 
them in large quantities, we have been able 
to largely reduce the price, and can now 
supply in two sizes. Fo r particulars see our 
advertisement pages.

Visit o f French Philatelists to London
A v isit  o f French philatelists to London 
had been planned to take place from 
August 4 to 9, but I have received a letter 
from M. Coyette informing m e that the 
arrangements fell through, as  a  sufficiently 
large party could not be got together, owing 
to the holidays being in full sw ing in Paris 
and the fact that m ost'of'fKe-c'tfllectors are 

-now in the country Or at the seaside with 
their families.

I trust that later in the year— when the 
holiday time is over, and before the close 
of the Franco-British Exhibition— we m ay 
be favoured with a  visit from our French 
confreres, and 1 am  sure that they m ay 
depend upon receiving a  m ost friendly 
welcome.

Description o f  N ew  S tock  B ook s arranged
and priced during the last w eek

T u rkey.
T w o really fine stock books, including as  
they do the balance o f  the M ann and 
Breitfuss collections.

M ost issues are well represented, and 
there are a  number o f rare errors, such as 
inverted overprints, stam ps printed on the 
back, etc. etc. T he stam ps of which large re
mainders have recently been sold by the 
Turkish Government have been largely 
reduced in price.

S e rv ia .
Another strong stock book very complete, 

and including some o f the rarest perforations. 
T h e I and 2 para o f 1866 are an exception
ally fine lot, and include several uncut 
sheets o f the twelve types and three used  
stam ps, which are exceedingly rare thus, as 
the stam ps were used on newspapers, and 
nearly alw ays destroyed when the papers 
were opened.

A n tig u a , B aham as, N ev is, a n d  Seychelles.
A  good book with all issues well repre

sented. T h e  N evis are a  fine lot, and in
clude a  number o f uncut sheets, among 
which I notice the very rare 4d., orange, 
engraved, the 6d., lithographed, and a 
num ber o f the id. and is. sheets.

C urasao a n d  S u rin a m .
A  fairly good lot, but a  lot o f varieties are 

m issing in the rarer perforations and in the 
rarest types o f the “ U n p aid ”  stamps.

Twentieth Century Colonials
fl Guide to the Postal Adhesives of the British Empire 
issued during the fiitst Six Years of the Twentieth Century 
(January, I901-3une, 1907)
W r i t t e n  a n d  C o m p i l e d  b y  D. B . AR M ST R O N G
P A R T  11—continued (CO PYRIG H T R E SE R V E D .}

British Possessions in Asia—continued.
L a b u a n —continued

i  January, 1907 .
Provisional issue. 1902-3 series o f Labuan, 

overprinted s t r a i t s  s e t t l e m e n t s  in sm all 
fancy serifed capitals, in  two lines, in red, 
at the top o f the stamp over the w ord LABU AN  
on the i ,  2, 3, 8, 25, 50 c. and  $ t , and  
with a new denomination in tall, thin sans• 
serif capitals, in addition on the 12 c. in  red, 
and on the 18 and  16 c. in  black; also in  m e 
line in  red on the 10 c. denomination. S u r
charged in  the local printing press at Victoria, 
Labuan, in  complete sheets o f 10 0 ; ten rows 
o f ten, w ith cm trol humber in  black in  right- 
hand top comer. F igures in  brackets indicate 
the total number o f each stamp overprinted.

1 c., violet and black (6000).
2 c., green aifd black (4000).
3 c., brown and black (io,oco).

4 c., in red, on 12 c . ,  yellow and black (25,700). 
4 c., in black, on 16 c ., brown and green 

(28,200).
4 c., in black, on 18 c., pale brown and black 

(48,400).
8 c., vermilion and black (28,800).

10 c ., slate and brown (41,700), straight sur
charge in one line.

25 c ., greenish blue and deep green (46,200).
50 c., lilac and purple (42,600).
$ 1, orange and brown (45,800).

U nlike most issues o f surcharged stamps, 
the above does not contain m any varieties, 
and only one o f any real importance, show
ing that the overprinting was very  carefully 
done and strictly supervised. T h e  single 
m ajor variety contained in th is issue re
mained undetected for a  considerable time 
after the stam p had been in use, but re-
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cently fell a  victim to the eagle eye o f 
Mr. H. L ’Estran ge Ew en, whose aptitude 
for hunting out varieties is well known.

Variety.
T h e  eighth and fifty-eighth stamps on the 

sheets o f the 4 c. on 18 c. value o f the above 
listed provisional issue have the full stop 
m issing after the word c e n t s .

No stop after C EN TS.

4 c. on 1 8 c ., pale brown and black.

Shade.
A  few sheets o f the 8 c. stamp have been 

discovered printed in an entirely different 
shade o f brown from any in which this stam p 
had been previously known, the shade being a  
bright buff, almost approaching pale orange- 
yellow ; in which shade the stam p is ex
tremely scarce.

8 c., bright buff instead of yellow.
A s was stated in the section o f this work 

headed Br u n e i , the stam ps surcharged as 
above are in entirely different shades, with 
the exception o f the 1 c., from any in which 
these values had been previously issued or 
from those in which the stocks on hand at 
the British North Borneo Com pany’s offices 
in London are printed, and consequently 
really dangerous forgeries o f this issue can
not be made. “  Fo r this relief, much th an k s! ”

Unpaid Letter Stam ps.
About Ju ly, 190 1, the current series o f 

North Borneo already overprinted LABUAN 
for use in that colony, were additionally sur
charged POSTAGE d u e  vertically in black, 
for use as Unpaid Letter stamps, the inscrip
tion reading up. There was really no neces
sity for the issue o f these stamps, and the 
idea was only another excuse for getting 
money out o f long-suffering stamp collectors, 
as is shown by the fact that stam ps bearing 
this inscription, and supposed to be affixed 
by the postal authorities only, to letters upon 
which the postage was insufficiently pre
paid, and upon which there was money to

collect, could be purchased by the general 
public upon application at any o f the Labuan 
post offices, either unused or cancelled to 
order, at a  fraction o f  their face value, whilst 
like the other issues o f the island they were 
on sale to all and sundry at the Com pany’s 
offices in London, until January, 1906, when 
a  special order was issued by the British 
North Borneo Com pany prohibiting their 
sale to the public, and ordaining that they 
should only be affixed by the postal authori
ties them selves to letters upon which there 
was a charge to collect.

N o t e .— Most o f the values are printed in 
different colours from those em ployed in 
printing the sam e stam ps used in North 
Borneo.

July (?). 1901.
Regular pictorial series o f North Borneo, 1897- 

1900, surcharged l a b u a n ,  additionally over
printed  POSTAGE D U E , in  ta ll, thin sans-serif 
capitals, in  one lin e, vertically, in  black. E n 
graved, printed and overprinted by Messrs. 
W aterlow Sons, in  London. Centres in 
second colours. No wm t. Perf. 12 J ,  15.

2 c., green and black (Koussa or Malay Stag,
1900).

3 c., ochre and black (Palm tree, 1897).
4 c., carmine and black (Orang-outang, 1900).
5 c., pale blue and black (Argus Pheasant, 1897).
6 c., deep brown and black (Badge of Company,

1897).
8 c., rose-red and black (Malay dhow, 1897).

12 c., vermilion and black (Crocodile, 1897).
18 c., olive-bistre and black (View of Mount 

Kini-Balou, 1897).
24 c., grey-lilac and blue (Arms of Con pany, 

18971-
Error.

T h e 12  c. denomination o f the above 
Postage Due series exists with the sur
charge inverted, reading down instead of 
up, but I am not aware as  to how many 
copies were found in this condition, or what 
position the error occupied upon the sheet 
from which it was taken.

Inverted overprint.
12 c., vermilion and black.

{T o  be continued..)

Dotes of a Provincial Junior
By YO K EL

NOW , you favoured juniors o f the Lon
don and other large societies, please 
be lenient with me, for I , a  poor lone 

philatelist, am about to g ive you som e ex
periences and opinions that m ay be contrary 
to your views. A s  far as m y m em ory serves 
me, I started to collect stam ps about 1886, 
and then, after two years, abandoned the 
pursuit till about 1897. O f course, as a  
schoolboy— which I was in 1886— I collected

everything in the shape o f a  postage stamp, 
and there is not the least doubt that one 
must collect stam ps generally at first to be 
well-grounded in the intricacies o f  Philately.

T h e  insight gained, i f  well learned, is 
never wasted, no m atter how keen a  special
ist one becom es, especially i f  it teaches us 
to see g o o d ;in  another’s  bloated specialist 
collection. W hen, however, m y collection 
was brought to light again  (aifter m y  articles
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were served and m y exams passed), after a  
lapse of over ten years, m y sym pathies were 
in favour o f British Colonials. 1 Started to 
collect these generally, and have up to the 
present not collected anything outside their 
scope, although I have developed into a 
specialist (if 1 m ay presume to this title) o f 
one or two groups.

I may remark here that used stam ps are 
and always were my favourites, and that these 
notes are intended principally for collectors 
of used stamps. Fo r a collector o f moder
ate means, who devotes his attention to the 
older colonial issues, it is im possible to get 
together anything like a  representative col
lection o f unused stamps, and if used and 
unused are m ixed there does not seem any 
harmony in the collection.

My first album, I remember, was an Oppen, 
but when I devoted all m y attention to 
Colonials 1 bought Part I o f the Imperial 
Postage Stam p Album , eighth edition.

I still make use o f this album for some of 
my duplicates, and although 1 cannot pre
tend that it is in perfect condition, it is truly 
remarkable what a wonderful amount o f 
wear and tear it has withstood for the last 
ten years.

1 am perfectly convinced that it is im 
possible to purchase an album superior in 
arrangement and o f such good quality. M y 
album has a patent expanding clasp, and this 
is undoubtedly responsible for the wonderful 
way it has withstood the hard wear o f ten 
years.

When, however, I devoted most o f m y 
attention to one or two groups o f our colonies, 
of course the Im perial had to be partly aban
doned for these stam ps. I purchased one o f 
Gibbons’ Philatelic Album s, but as it is very 
bulky it was not exactly appreciated, although 
that is the ch ief com plaint I have against it, 
except that friction is rather great in a 
weighty album of this class.

The Oriel A lbum s are, I believe, the best 
albums now on the m arket and are  quite 
large enough.

Three or four years ago  I bought a  
“ Cistafile”  for som e o f m y stam ps. Although 
it has several advantages it is not altogether 
a success. T h e ch ief advantages are that 
the cards are stiff and that a  specially pre
pared transparent paper is attached to the 
front o f each sheet, and this undoubtedly 
reduces friction to a  minimum. I n a Cistafile, 
however, the cards are vertical and are 
threaded on a  bar running through the bot
tom of the case, and as the protecting sheet 
is gummed to the bottom o f each card, this 

. sheet has not to be turned down to h a lf the 
extent that it would have to be in an album, 
where it would be necessary to attach it to 
the inside o f the page and outside the linen 
joint, and it would, o f course, be necessary to 
turn it quite back and even to hold it in
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position when mounting stamps, as it would 
not be advisable to fold it back.

It will be seen that to carry out the idea 
o f a  protecting sheet to the front o f an album 
page presents several difficulties, but 1 am 
sure M essrs. Stanley Gibbons will overcome 
them if it is possible.

I have started a collection o f “ used 
abroad,” and am putting these stam ps in 
my old Philatelic Album , which is doing 
yeoman service. I have even washed the 
old mounts off several pages, and it is 
wonderful how well the pages have re
covered their freshness. W hen, however, 
I have as near as possible arranged the 
lines 1 shall ultimately collect on, I shall 
look out for an album sim ilar to the “  Facile 
Oriel,”  but I trust by that time it will have 
the protecting sheet on front.

H aving reviewed the albums I have used, 
we will now proceed to the stamps they have 
contained.

In the first place, I have bought most o f 
my best stam ps from three or four London 
dealers and from two exchange clubs. For 
a general collector (even if only o f Colonials) 
good exchange clubs form a happy hunting 
ground, but there are certain fine stamps 
(not rarities) that are never seen on their 
sheets, and o f course any real bargains are 
snapped up by the secretary, who is gener
ally a  collector. I remember about ten years 
ago that an exchange club in the M idlands 
had a  secretary who (if he was a philatelist) 
never bought stam ps from the sheets, and 
till he retired this club was one o f the best 
that I have been a  mem ber of.

E xchan ge clubs, however, are not so 
useful to a  specialist. It is wonderful how 
the postages do tot up for exchange packets, 
and when packet after packet is seen, which 
does not contain one’s wants, and purchases 
are made rather than send on the packet 
without buying anything— well, I am  sure 
this is not an economical way to collect.

I am  very fond o f  used pence Ceylon, 
and I have spent about .£ 17 5  on these issues, 
but from I m ay say a  hundred or so ex
change packets I have bought but £ $  worth 
o f this amount.

T here  are two dealers in London who 
(although I am  not a  really good customer) 
very kindly send me their books, or small 
selections o f  these stam ps as they buy them 
from time to time. O f course I supply them 
with m y want list, and as they know the 
standard o f m y stam ps, I am not troubled 
with selections I am not interested in.

W ith regard to auctions, I have o f course 
bought several o f m y stam ps at these now 
popular institutions. H ere one is able to 
buy individual stam ps at a  fair price, but 
to buy m ixed lots one is faced with the diffi
culty o f disposing o f  the duplicates. This 
m ay o f  course be done by sending them to
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exchange clubs, but unless the lots contain 
a  fair proportion o f stam ps that one wants for 
his collection, it is generally advisable to 
leave these alone. In  buying at auctions it 
is absolutely necessary to view the stamps 
before bidding, and when a  provincial pays 
postage down and back to London, and, if 
he happens to be the purchaser, pays postage 
down again, it adds a  fair percentage to the 
price paid, unless the buying is heavy, when 
of course it is infinitesimal.

Again, one is sometimes able to buy fine 
stam ps from private collectors, but it is 
difficult to get into communication with 
them, and then it is often found that the 
prices paid are but little less than those 
charged by d e a le rs ; so after finding one 
good collection—after having had perhaps 
five from various sharks—the balance is on 
the wrong side.

H aving seen the various sources by which 
we m ay get our stamps, we will consider 
the classes o f selections that m ay be had.

I presume most collectors start with a 
good packet, and then branch out in various 
lines, not with any fixed purpose at first, 
but gradually m aking their way to some 
im aginable goal.

H ow this goal is reached, and the various 
methods by which it is reached, can only be 
told by each individual co llec to r; but the 
temptations to divert from the straight path 
are numerous, and at the finish one often 
finds that his collection is but a motley array 
without cohesion, without he has had the 
strength o f will to resist buying stamps 
which were outside the limits o f his branch. 
It is necessary, therefore, to have selections 
suitable to one’s requirements, and, as I 
have said before, it is advisable to get on 
good terms with one or two good dealers, 
and supply them with the want list o f your 
pet country or countries.

I have never had much trouble to get the 
stock books o f m y favourite countries sent 
down by nearly all the best London dealers, 
and I am sure that for a  collector who is 
anything o f a  specialist, this is the only 
method of getting a really representative lot 
together without burdening oneself with 
numerous duplicates. M ay I again  remark 
that these are the views o f a  provincial who 
has never had the advantage o f but one 
philatelic friend in his neighbourhood, and 
that m y readers will make allowance for any 
local differences in their cases ? W hen one 
has a  selection on approval, it is sometimes 
difficult to decide which specim en to buy. 
It has always been m y endeavour to collect 
only the finest specim ens; but i f  this rule 
were carried out b y all collectors, there 
would not be any sale for 90 per cent o f 
stamps.

It must therefore be left to the individual 
opinion o f each collector as to what class o f

stam ps he will collect. I alw ays buy, when 
possible, a superb specim en which passes 
the following conditions : ( 1)  It must be well 
centred, and if imperf. it must have margins 
a ll  round ; (2) it must be clear o f postmark 
on the face or central design ; (3) it must be 
o f a  good co lou r; (4) it must have comer 
perfs. nearly perfect— a  stam p with rounded 
com ers never looks well.

It is wonderful how few stam ps o f  some 
countries pass the first test. 'M an y stsfmps 
have good m argins on two or even three 
sides, but to get them with- fair-m argins all 
round is extrem ely difficult.'

T o  meet fe l t  (2) it  is necessary to pass 
over 99 per cent o f certain stam ps, but the 
odd 1 per cent pays for the trouble o f finding. 
It is also  better for the postm ark to be at the 
back o f the head, as  the postm ark in front 
o f  the nose has not a  happy effect (it con
ju res up im ages o f a  fist).

T h e  third and fourth tests are not so 
difficult.

It will be seen, however, that stamps 
which pass these four tests are really diffi
cult to find, and are therefore worth a 
reasonably enhanced price.

I f  one has a  fixed standard o f condition, 
it is extrem ely difficult sometimes to resist 
the temptation to purchase an inferior copy, 
and if  one often succum bs to the weakness, 
it is better to lower one’s standard at once 
generally. One poor stam p on a  page does 
not, as m ight be thought, emphasize the fine 
condition o f the rem ainder.'

O f course, each collector has to find by 
experience what countries are suited to his 
taste. Several countries have too many 
com plicated varieties o f perforations in their 
stam ps ; other countries have one or two 
rare stam ps which exclude the collector 
from com pleting the country.

During the past five years I have devoted 
m y attention principally to line-engraved 
stam ps, and I will now proceed to give a 
few opinions as to the difficulty in obtaining 
certain specimens.

A s pence Ceylon are m y first favourites, 
I will take this country first. A ny numbers 
mentioned in this article are those in S .G .’s 
1908 Catalogue.

No. 1 Ceylon, id. blue on blue paper, is a 
very difficult stam p to obtain in fine condi
tion, and the price as now quoted in the new 
Catalogue reflects its real value more truly 
than the previous edition did. It is more 
difficult to obtain than the 6d. claret on blue 
paper in sim ilar condition.

T h e id . imperf. on white is found in three 
distinct shades— pale blue, dark blue, deep 
bright blue, and the two latter are scarcer. 
It is extrem ely difficult to obtain these stamps 
with fa ir  m argins all rou n d ; and this remark 
applies equally to all values o f this issue.

1 have a strip o f five, and the stam ps are
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spaced not more than j  millimetre apart, 
and one space is less than £ millimetre. T he 
die for these stam ps was not placed to a  
level line on the plate, and in the above- 
named strip o f five the stam ps are  stepped to 
the extent o f 2 millimetres in the length o f 
the strip o f five. It will thus be seen how 
difficult it was to cut the stam ps with m ar
gins all round, even i f  extrem e care was 
taken.

A  superb range o f shades is met with in 
the 2d. imperf., and these stam ps have a  very 
handsome appearance.

I have a nice strip p f  five, w h ich  is very 
uncommon, and all p firs  and strips, ̂ re diffi
cult to obtain in all the stam ps o f  this issue, 
and blocks are extrem ely rare.

The 5d. imperf. is not a  difficult stam p to 
obtain in fine condition in the ordinary shade, 
but there is a  yellowish brown shade that is 
not so easy to find.

The 6d. claret, No. 9, is met with in several 
fine shades, and is not uncommon, but No. 
10 is a  very difficult stam p to obtain in fine 
condition in a true brown shade. T h e cata
logue price o f this stamp has been correctly 
raised, but it does not even now indicate the 
relative rarity with the claret shades.

The 8d. imperf. is not difficult to find at 
the present time, and is not more difficult to 
find than the 2s. in really fine condition. T he 
4d. rose imperf. is undoubtedly the great 
stumbling-block, and is rarely m et with in 
really good condition.

No. 12  is met with in two distinct shades.
The iod. imperf. is not an easy  stam p to 

obtain with fine m argins, whereas the colour 
is the chief difficulty one has to  face in find
ing good specim ens o f the is. lilac  imperf.

The is. 9d. imperf. is really m ore difficult 
to find used than unused, if one is very par
ticular as to condition.

As I have before rem arked, the 2s. value 
imperf. will take a lot o f finding.

The two surface-printed £d. lilac stamps, 
imperf., are not easily found used, and o f the 
one on blue paper I have seen but few copies 
that reach m y standard.

The issue o f 18 6 1, perforated, is the great 
drawback to the beauty o f a  collection o f 
pence Ceylon.

This issue was printed from the sam e 
plate as the imperf. issue, and, as  I have 
remarked, the stam ps were printed very close 
together. W hen, therefore, the stam ps were 
perforated, the perforations in m any cases 
cut into the design o f the stam p, even when 
well centred. But as the perforations as  a  
rule were not regularly spaced, m any stamps 
are too poor. This rem ark applies more 
particularly to the rectangular designs.

All the stamps in this issue are  difficult to 
obtain with real clean-cut perforations on all 
sides, except the 5d., 8d., and is . values. 
Nos. 22, 23a, and 28 are  rarely  m et with,

and N o. 25 is not by an y means common 
with real clean-cut perforations all round.

N os. 34, 36, 40, 4 1 , and 42 are the most 
difficult stam ps to find rough perf., and No. 
38 is the one presenting the least trouble to 
find.

In the “ no wmk.”  issue o f 1862, N os. 46, 
47, and 52 present the most difficulty. T he 
prices in the Catalogue seem to reflect the 
relative rarity o f stam ps o f this issue.

N o. 53 in the Catalogue is described as 
orange. A s this stam p is very like No. 40 
orange-vermilion, and differs considerably 
from No. 72 orange, it is often m istaken for 
No. 73 orange-red, as it is perforated 12 J ,  
and the wmk. is not very  clear.

T h e iod. orange-red, No. 53a, is really a  
dark shade o f the ordinary variety and is 
not readily found.

W e now com e to the wmk. Crown C C  
issue. There are two stam ps in this issue 
that are  really hard to find, and the collector 
is fortunate who finds superb copies o f No. 
59, 2d. emerald-green, and more especially 
No. 60, 2d. yellow-green, which is really 
rare.

N o. 54, |d . lilac, is, like all lilac stamps, 
not easy to find, as  these stam ps are very 
sensitive to l ig h t ; besides, the obliterations 
are m ore heavy on these stam ps than is usual 
in Ceylon stam ps. N o. 58 is found in a  
shade which has a  bluish tinge, and is a 
really  scarce stamp.

T h e  maize, No. 62, is more difficult to find 
than the yellow shades. N o. 64, 5d. purple- 
brown, is often m et with in fine condition, 
but 65a and 66 are not easy to find.

T h ere are various shades o f the 6d., but 
the only one that calls for comment is a  red- 
brown shade, which, although uncommon in 
used condition, is the one most often met 
with unused. In the 9d. value there is a  
bistre shade that is rather difficult to obtain.

N o. 73, orange-red, is  a  distinct shade, and 
m ust not be confused with the deep shades 
o f the iod . orange, N o. 72. T he 2s. is rather 
difficult to obtain with light cancellations.

I have given m y experience as to  diffi
culties I have had to obtain certain speci
mens. I t  is som etimes found, however, in 
looking through one dealer’s stock book, that 
a  certain variety is not represented b y a  
single copy, whereas another dealer m ay 
have three or four fine copies o f what one had 
considered a  “ difficult”  stamp.

I have confined m y attention in Ceylon to 
the pence issues, which are practically all 
line-engraved.

A  very  fine used collection o f these issues 
can be obtained for ^ 250 , and I am  sure 
that, i f  well arranged, the collection will form 
one o f the most handsom e parts o f a  col
lection.
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Overprints and Surcharges — continued

B y  C H A R L E S  S. Q U E N T O N

W E  have never felt any confidence 
in the “ On Serv ice” stamps o f 
Ceylon, especially the King’s issue, 

which are catalogued at good prices, 
since the type o f surcharge (known as 
“  D e Vinne ” ) is in very common use, and 
presents no difficulty whatever to the would- 
be imitator. W hen, as in the recent forgery 
case at Brighton, we see an amateur, with 
an amateur press and amateur matrices, 
producing what must be pronounced as very 
good forgeries since they deceived so m any 
people, some peculiarity akin to a “ secret 
mark ” should be introduced into the type o f 
surcharges as a  preventative to forgery. 
There are not m any types that could be 
taken from a type-founder’s specimen-book 
that could provide these “ secret marks,” but 
m any founts provide alternative letters, and 
by a  studied arrangem ent o f these, not once 
on a sheet but in single stamps, som e 
protection could be given to the philatelist, 
if  not indeed to the revenue. Som ething 
o f what we mean is seen in the 1895 issue 
o f N atal, where eight varieties, or com bi
nations o f varieties, occur in the word 
p o st a g e . Again, there is the well-known 
second printing with the peculiar “ M”  o f 
the Adm iralty and Arm y Official over
prints o f our own stamps, and the peculiar 
large-top “  F ” in the A rm y Official which 
occurred on the stamp just above the central 
letter in the earlier halfpenny and penny 
sheets. Even a mixture o f two som e
what sim ilar founts o f type— what Gibbons 
terms “ A ntique” (really “ old sty le” ) with 
“  Roman ” (i.e. “  M odern” ) in the Siam  sur
charges—or as is seen in the ONE CENT on 
2, 4, 6, 8, 12  cents Straits Settlements (N os. 
79-83)— would safeguard against imitation. 
But an engraved surcharge is really the most 
effective. The Canadian two cents o f 1899 
(S.G . Type 33) “ shows considerable varia
tion,” we are to ld ; the stamp is not worth 
forging probably, but as these variations 
are known to exist, forgery becomes more 
difficult. Surcharges that are double, that 
are omitted wholly or in part, that are 
inverted, etc., affect another branch of the 
printing trade, and their existence is not 
easily explained. W e all know how  they 
are made, but w h y  they are allowed to 
exist and to pass current is never satis
factorily explained.

There are other varieties o f surcharge 
more arbitrary in character even than the 
printer’s. These are the surcharges made 
“ on the counter” by the postmaster, and 
made also “ on demand.”  H is office in

these times is no sinecure where speculators 
exist, for the demand is not limited by the 
supply, but by the postmaster’s patience, or 
his sense o f propriety. These surcharges are 
manuscript, initialled or n o t ; the Trinidad 
penniesof 1892 arenot initialled, but the British 
E a st African provisionals o f 1891 are. These 
surcharges are perhaps the most dangerous 
o f any surcharges from a philatelist’s point 
o f view, for when the value averages a 
stamp, as the E ast African, the stam ps have 
to be very carefully watched when they 
come on the market. T hen there are the 
rubber-stamp surcharges, naturally in violet 
ink, as this colour seem s inseparable from 
rub b er; and those handstam ped with metal 
type, “ one stam p at a  time,”  as the catalogues 
rather unnecessarily inform us, supposing 
the reader might im agine he did a whole 
sheet at one punch. There exists a  variety 
in this last method, where the stam p is 
cut diagonally and then surcharged. W e 
remember seeing a  lot (com paratively) o f 
the Falk land Islands halfpenny on h a lf o f 
the penny (S .G . No. 1 1 )  and were under 
the impression, at the time, that the sur
charges were the result o f an act o f brigand
age, that the postmaster was blindfolded, 
and surcharged the various halves not only 
twice, but three times, upside down, across 
the cut, and, generally speaking, anywhere. 
Colonial postm asters should be collectors, 
for their “ uncatalogued varieties”  will add 
to their pensions one day. It might be an 
instruction to colonial postm asters o f the 
future to provide them selves with type
writers, for whereas we have the typewritten 
stam ps o f U ganda, we have no typewritten 
surcharges y e t ; but we im agine they will 
come, a s  the process would be an easy 
one.

In conclusion, we should like to remark 
on the letters in a  surcharge that are con
vertible by breakages or dam age into others. 
M ost o f these will be found listed in the 
“  errors ”  o f various countries, so need no 
further particularizing:—

B R  made into P 
E  „  F
G  „  C
L  „  I
O „  C
P „  F
Q „ O

In addition to these, the letter “  I ”  and the 
figure “  1 ”  are alternative characters, and 
the capital “ O ”  and the figure “ o,” both 
Rom an and italic.
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The Question of £ s. d. 
as applied to Philately
B y  R .  E .  R .  D A L W I G K

WH I L E  sauntering leisurely round 
the hall at the Juniors’ recent exh i
bition o f British Colonial stam ps, I 

was particularly interested in the conversa
tion o f two collectors. Quoth number one :
“ By Jove, what a  grand collection o f Cape 
triangulars ! ” But it was number two who 
made the statement about which I should 
like to say a  few words. T he reply o f  this 
individual to his com rade’s rem ark was 
somewhat a s  fo llo w s: “  It’s all very fine 
saying what a fine collection, but then the 
chap who owns those stam ps has plenty o f 
money, and it means sim ply going to a  
dealer and buying whatever you m ay 
require. Stam p collection is all right for rich 
people, but with m y sm all am ount o f spare 
cash it’s useless trying to get a  decent 
collection together.”

H ’m ! R ather a  dism al way o f looking at 
the situation.

Well, now, let us consider the full m ean
ing of this— too common— statement. Is  it 
necessary to be wealthy in order to get 
enjoyment out o f the h o b b y ; is there no 
chance for the man o f sm all means ; is the 
Great M ogul to dominate all things, and 
leave his poorer friends out in the cold?
1 think not.

Our friend in m aking the above state
ment overlooked one v e ry  important point, 
namely, that Cape triangulars are very rare, 
and are o f course beyond his reach : but 
are there not cheaper countries which appeal 
to impecunious philatelists? It is obvious 
that triangular Capes, early M auritus or 
British Guiana stam ps are only for the for
tunate m in o rity ; but. then, why give up 
collecting ? Surely such an excuse is feeble 
in the extreme. I f  the collector would only 
learn to choose a  country which suits his 
means, why should he not be able to get 
a specialized collection as good—in  its w a y  
—as a  specialized collection o f a  more 
highly priced country or d istrict? It is not 
necessary— in fact, it is quite useless— to 
grumble because you cannot touch certain 
countries; all the rarities in their infancy 
were cheap, so why should not som e of our 
present-day countries turn out to be as 
valuable. in the future as M auritius and 
other famous districts?

It has alw ays been a  source o f wonder 
to me why collectors invariably take up a  
country which is generally both beyond 
their experience and m eans. Surely  a  small

country complete is better than a  large one 
incomplete.

Those collectors who im agine that all 
sm all and cheap countries can be bought 
complete— if sufficient capital is available—  
would do well to try their luck in the stamps 
o f the Caym an Islands. T h e reason 1 men
tion Caym an Islands is because I do not 
doubt that these stam ps will require hard 
searching, although the rarest regular issued 
stam p is only catalogued at i o s . I was 
“  doing ”  some o f the leading London dealers 
a  few days ago, and I was quite amazed 
at the scarcity o f Caym an stam ps, most o f 
the dealers having no stam ps whatever, 
whilst those who did have anything to show 
— well, at the best it wasn’t much !

I have taken the Caym an Islands for m y 
exam ple sim ply because they are a  modern, 
cheap, and very sm all stamp - issuing de
pendency, and yet they afford the sm all 
specialist as  much keen interest as does 
Mauritius the Great M ogul 1 In talking 
about Caym an Islands stamps, don’t imagine 
you’ll get the islands complete in singles, 
pairs, etc., at the first shop you enter, 
because you won’t . I very much doubt if 
a  representative collection is to be got 
together by those starting now — at least for 
the moment.

This little example ought to illustrate the 
point 1 am endeavouring to drive home, 
namely, that a  small district m ay afford as 
much amusement as a  larger one, and at 
the same time keep one within reasonable 
bounds. D o not be disheartened or put o ff 
your purpose simply because such-and-such 
a  country is beyond your grasp ; old issues 
are all very  well and grand in their way, 
but would it not be almost a  treat to see 
some new*countries, new issues, new novel
ties ? It would, at any rate, be a change from 
the ever-popular old stamps, old countries, 
all so nice to look at, but as far out o f our 
reach as the Cullinan diamond !

I f  you have only a sm all amount o f stamp- 
money, set to and make a new country look 
attractive and interesting ; and when you 
are once an old m an— well, then your 
“ n e w ” will have become an old and 
“ seasoned”  district, and your small outlay 
will have multiplied considerably i f  you have 
made a sensible choice.

A  good round yearly income is very wel
come ; but if you haven’t got it, what's the 
use o f being discontented ? You can always
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buy stam ps very cheap if  advertisem ents in 
various papers are regularly watched, and 
then you alw ays have the satisfaction o f 
knowing that your stamp is a  b a rg a in ; 
whilst your wealthy friend has to pay double, 
as he usually does not bother to look out 
for what he wants in cheap circles, but

The Arms on the 
of lUiiittembeftg
B y  N O R M A N  T H O R N T O N

T H E  first issues, bearing the arm s o f 
the kingdom, being embossed, it is 
difficult to distinguish the device, and 

the student o f  Philately usually wants to 
know ju st what is depicted upon his stamps, 
and why.

In 18 17  K ing  W illiam o f W iirtem berg 
simplified the arm s o f the kingdom , the 
proper arm s o f the royal house having be
come too com plicated through additions at 
various times. T he arms now consist o f 
an oval shield divided into two parts or 
fields, surrounded by a  wreath o f oak leaves, 
in gold, surmounted b y a gold  helmet bear
ing a  royal crown.

obtains it elsewhere at a  considerably higher 
quotation.

M o ra l: D on’t g ive up collecting on account 
o f the £  s. d. question, but stick to your 
stam ps, and in the end you won’t regret it. 
Rem em ber the saying, “ Once a  collector 
alw ays a  collector.”

Stamps
r " >

T h e two. fields a r e 10
On theVight,'for W iirtem berg, three stags’ 

antlers, in black, placed one upon the other, 
on a  golden field ; the two upper antlers 
have each four points, the lower one but 
three. T h ese  are the original arm s o f the 
Counts o f  W iirtem berg, and have reference 
to their office o f H ereditary G rand Hunts
man.

On the left, for Sw abia, three b lack  lions, 
one above the other, also on a  golden field ; 
the lions have their tongues hanging out o f 
their mouths, and their right paws are  raised. 
These are  the three lions o f Hohenstauffen, 
and were only added to the arm s o f Wiir- 
tem berg in 1806 by K in g  Frederick, in 
m em ory o f  the famous fam ily o f  Hohen- 
stauffen, which in former times occupied the 
country which now form s W iirtemberg.

T h e supporters o f the shield are , on the 
right, a  black lion bearing a  golden crown ; 
and on the left, a  golden stag. T h e  proper 
colours fo r the ribbon bearing the motto are 
purple with a black reverse, and the motto 
itself, in gold  letters, reads “ Furchtloss und 
treie,”  i.e. “  Fearless and true.”

Dcatt mits. Toddles Talks to belt 
Philatelic Lodget*
B y  W . W A R D
“  T  O O K  ’ere, young man,”  said dear 

I M rs. Toddles the other day to one 
o f her lodgers who collects stam ps— 

“ look ’ere, young man, I’m about tired o f 
you m essin’ m y best front parler with them 
there bits o’ paper what you call furrin 
stamps, an’ what are no earthly use what
ever, sin’ they are old ones. W hen you 
have gone to your fillytelic m eetings, dear 
M rs. Jon es next door comes in, sort o f ter 
keep m e com pany an' hev’ a  drop o’ g — 
tea. She being a  perfect laidy, I has ter 
take ’er into m y best parler. A n ’ ’ere you 
goes an ’ ’as basins o f water on the side
board, and your thingom ejigs laid all wet 
on pieces o f that there blotting paper, all 
over me beootiful mankelpiece, wot m y pore

dear ’usband painted with his very  own 
’ands. ’E re ’s you, a  young feller-me-lad, 
a-wasting your time with bits o’ useless 
paper when you m ight be a-courting a  nice 
young wom an— though they aren’t so sub
stantial as  in m y day. M y pore dear 
’usband used to tell me how he met me, 
one m orning, wiv’ m y ’air done up tidy- 
like. In these ’ere days young women 
goes about in the morning wiv’ their ’air in 
these ’ere new-fangled curlin’ tongs. An’ 
when they ’as a  young man ter meet, they 
does their ’a ir  up speshul about ’a r f  a  yard 
’igher than their nose. ’E re ’s a  nice young 
man like you a-getting on in age—o f  course 
this is sort o f confidenty between you an’ 
me, and you needn’t tell that there stuck-
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up boarder wot k’llects butterflies and them 
other ’orrid things, in the next room. Y es, 
you’s a-getting on, and you m ight be think
ing about some particular fem inine instead 
o’ wasting your spendin’ b rass on bits o f 
sticky paper wot’s no good to an y one 
except you and that there b lack  ’aired felly 
wot comes to see you every Sunday when 
you oughter be at church. I alw ays ’as  a  
mess o f a  M onday morning, wot wiv’ bits 
o’ paper wot you a-calls mounts a-sticking to 
me fumbs an ’ fingers,, an! tjiem  there filly- 
telic papers a-littering up m y j£d-and-green 
bookcase, wot m y pore dear ’usband' a-m ade 
just arter we were married— them was days 
—afore he started a-going to that there 
club wot’s a  perfect wickedness for any 
young man who’s got a  wife a-crying her 
eyes out at home. T h en  there’s  that there

pair o f sugar-tongs wot yer ’olds ther’ 
stam ps wiv’ for a-fear o f m essing them— 
wot yer might put in yer bottom drawer 
until yer are prom ised to som e sensible 
young woman wot’ll put her feet down an 
stop yer  wasting good ’ard-eam ed money. 
I f  yer ever gets inter decent kum pany o’ 
sensible men and women—like me—keep 
yer  mouth shut and don’t let them know 
yer  messes about w iv’ bits o f old used-up 
fiirrin stamps, or they’ll think you’re a  bit 
dotty-like. There’s that front top-room 
lodger’s bell again, an’ me a-getting over 
fifty years o f age tram ping upstairs for 'tin . 
Anyhow, mind what I tells yer, an ’ if yer 
’aven’t sense to find a  nice young woman, 
don’t m ess my front parler up and make 
m e asham ed when I asks Mrs. Jones to 
come and have a  cup o’ tea wiv’ me ! ”

Some Random Remarks
B y  P A U L  H O W A R D
Ceylon Service Stam ps

IT  is common belief that forgeries abound 
am ong K ing ’s H ead Ceylon Service 
stam ps, but the number o f people who 

can detect one o f these forged stam ps at sight 
seems to be very limited, and it would be 
interesting to know how m any o f the forgery 
collections o f Great Britain contain a  copy. 
From time to time, during the last three or 
four years, I have possessed several dozen 
copies o f the 2, 3, 15, and 30 c., but have not 
yet come across a  spurious o verp rin t; also, 
1 have corresponded with a collector fresh 
from Ceylon who had never heard o f for
geries. In years to come it will probably be 
found that forgeries are scarcer than they 
are thought to be.

Belgium “ S u n d ay”  Stam ps 
These are a bit scarcer to find with the 

label attached than they used to be. W hen 
you come to think o f it, the label only holds 
good on Saturdays ; throughout the rest o f 
the week it has no meaning. On other days 
the temptation is apparently great either to 
tear off the label or to strike it through with 
a p en cil; judging from the increasing num
ber of copies thus treated, these two practices 
seem to be gaining ground.

Most collectors o f  course prefer the variety 
that bears a  label. In som e quarters the 
stamp, when minus i(s lower half, is viewed 
as being only h alf a stamp. Y et these “ half
stam ps” seem  to be by far the more numer
ous, and they are gradually becom ing some
thing o f a  puzzle to those who have them 
to sell. W hat is to be done, for example, 
with a 1 franc Belgium  of the current issue 
when its label is struck through with a  
pencil-mark? A s  it stands it seems a  dis

figured stamp, yet to tear aw ay the label 
altogether would m ake it practically unsale
able on a club sheet. Multitudes o f the 
current 10, 20, 25, and 35 c. values exist 
without the label— probably from five to ten 
times the quantity that are postmarked 
whole. Here is a  c lass o f stam ps that seem 
to have no definite value, since the catalogue 
quotation is apparently, in every case, for a 
whole stamp.

But I fancy I have made a  discovery. 
T h e  two halves o f each stamp o f the 1893 
issue were evidently not intended to be 
separated ; only when the label is attached 
has the stamp the appearance o f a  perfect 
whole. Rem ove the label and at once there 
is a  sense o f som ething missing, something 
a  trifle unsightly and incomplete. But this 
is not the case with the new issue.

T he stam ps now in use bear the engraver’s 
name beneath the u pper h a lf  o f the stamp 
— not beneath the la b e l; this might be taken 
to mean that the stam p proper ends where 
the label begins. Thus the stamp may be 
viewed a# entire even when shorn o f its label. 
T h e  current 35 c., as an illustration, cer
tainly looks well— it looks as if the engraver 
had m eant it to look well—without the label. 
It has an air o f completeness about it which 
the upper halves o f the 1893 issue never pos
sessed, and this air o f finish m ay perhaps be 
intentional. The growing tendency to tear 
o ff the label m ay have been in the engraver’s 
mind at the time, leading him to design a 
stam p that would look as well without the 
label as with it.

The illustrations in the Catalogue (page 46) 
seem to favour this view : the old varieties 
are there depicted as  disintegrable, but the 
new issue is illustrated each with a blank
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space between stamp and label. I should 
say that the upper half is the stamp proper, 
the label beneath being sim ply an accom 
modation which the user may, or m ay not, 
take advantage of, and which a philatelist is 
at liberty to disregard i f  he chooses. I beg 
to submit that the seven stam ps o f the new

set should on this account be equally accept
able to a  collector whether bearing labels or 
otherwise. W hen clean they m ake a pretty 
row across the page— seven framed portraits, 
each complete in itself without an y necessity 
for an appendage.

Foreign Correspondence
fl Chatty Letter from the Philippine Islands
B y  L .  G R E G R I O

M a n i l a , P . I .

A F T E R  nearly ten years’ absence, I am 
again at home. W hen I left, the 
country was upset with the Am erican 

W ar. M atters are much more settled now, 
and affairs seem upon the advance. There 
are still several sections o f the people who 
do not take kindly to the Yankee rule— not
ably the extreme Catholic section. However, 
speaking broadly, we are much better off 
now than when we had to put up with 
Spanish officialdom.

Com paratively speaking, there is very 
little stamp collecting done here from a 
philatelic point o f view. T here  are, on the 
other hand, a multitude o f persons engaged 
in collecting stam ps o f the E a s t  Indies in 
quantities, which they send to H ong Kong, 
Europe, or the United States. T o  a  much 
greater extent is  this done in H ong Kong. 
During m y short stay in the latter place I 
was interested with the great number o f 
Chinese stamp dealers. H ong K ong is a  
cosmopolitan island, and its inhabitants 
include people from all parts o f  the world. 
Then, again, the gam bling dens in M acao, 
the Portuguese colony on the mainland op
posite, are  responsible for so m any varied 
races.

W hilst in H ong Kong 1 tried to get some 
high values o f this British Possession, but 
they are  scarcer to get than anywhere else. 
There h as been a  big bother in the post 
office there. It appears that some of the 
dealers have been selling lightly cancelled 
copies o f  the higher-value stam ps to the 
assistants in several o f the sm aller branch 
post offices. T h ese officials have stuck 
them upon letters for the customers and 
postm arked them again. A  well-known 
H ong K ong dealer, Mr. E llis , had noticed 
for some time that m any o f his higher-value 
Kongese stamps bore two different oblitera
tions o f different offices and dates. H e 
informed the ch ie f postmaster, and showed 
him a  number o f such instances o f  double- 
postm arked stam ps, with the result that 
several o f  these wily Chinese have been 
detected and punished, it being an easy 
matter to trace the offending office from the 
latest date postmark.

Another dodge that has evidently proved 
a source o f profit is the cleaning o f rubber- 
stamp cancellations o ff the new revenue and 
postal stam ps o f the Straits Settlements. 
T h e mode for doing this is rem arkably 
simple. The stamps being printed in fugi
tive colours naturally prevents any tamper
ing with the design. “ Jo h n e e ” does not 
even trouble to attempt any erasure : he just 
leaves the stam ps in the sun for a  few days, 
and l o ! their cancellations disappear. In 
case the original colour is just a  little faded, 
he soon restores with a  liquid preparation he 
has. But he cannot replace the original 
gum.

Both in M anila and Hong K ong a big 
trade is done with the incom ing European 
and Am erican visitors. Enorm ous quanti
ties o f Jap an ese “ fakes,”  tea and fiscal 
stam ps, must be sold to innocent collectors. 
These are  mounted attractively upon sheets 
o f tissue paper, and I doubt whether there 
arc  h alf a  dozen genuine postage stamps 
included, and those o f the commonest kind.

R everting back to home, m ost o f the 
higher values o f our stam ps are hard to get, 
we rarely seeing m any other sorts than the 
2, 4, and io  centavos o f the current stamps. 
T h e  old Spanish stam ps seem to be hard to 
get now, and most o f the better-value sur
charged Am erican stam ps have long since 
found their way across to the U nited States, 
where there is a  b ig  demand. Public opinion 
would like a  full set o f Filipino stamps. 
Filipinos do not appreciate a long list of 
Yankee and Spanish celebrities. T he 2 
centavo portrait o f poor Rizal soothes the 
feelings o f the N ationalists to som e extent. 
M ost o f us hope that we shall be free some 
day like Cuba.

Collectors should take great care  not to 
crease our stamps, as they are printed on 
very bad paper, and crack right across when 
doubled. T h e  gum  used is also very  thick 
and o f bad quality, but, on the other hand, 
easy to detach. T h e  best stam ps suited for 
our clim ate are the British, Dutch (Javan 
stam ps, b y the way, being very common 
here), and Japanese, since they have a  thin 
but strong-holding adhesive matter.

On i October next we shall have the new
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rate o f postage to Great Britain and her 
colonies, 4 centavos. T his will make a big 
difference, and the h igher-value stamps 
received from H ong Kong, which, together 
with Singapore, are our chief trading centres 
with Manila. It will also see a  lessening of 
the 5 c. value o f the former country— a 
stamp, I believe, b y no means common in 
Europe, but plentifully used on correspond
ence received here.

The reduction will also apply to those ports 
in China in which Great Britain maintains a 
branch post office. Am ong the larger towns 
served by the British Post Office are Port 
Edward, W ei-H ai-W ei, Chefoo, Shanghai, 
Liu-Kung-Tau, Ningpo, and Foochow, all 
in the Chinese E m pire proper. T he stamps 
from these ports are easily distinguished by 
their round, oval, or square named and 
dated postmarks. The stam ps chiefly used 
are the 2, 4, 5, 10, and 20 c. H ong Kong. 
A big commercial and banking business is 
done between all these ports and Manila, 
besides the United States. T he latter 
Government maintain a  receiving and for
warding depot at Shanghai. Num bers of
U.S.A. stamps postmarked Yokoham a, etc., 
Japan, are to be found over here. These are 
used on letters from the U .S . vessels in the 
China and Jap an  seas, the m ails being 
forwarded to Jap an  for transmission. E v i
dently the U .S . Governm ent are under some

agreem ent with Japan , for none o f the 
packets are restamped with Japanese franks 
or surcharged for postage due.

Jap an ese stamps without any surcharge 
are now coming across from Corea, being 
just cancelled with a large round violet post
mark containing the words “ Chemulpo—  
Corea,” and the date is 15.4.08, but without 
any Japanese or Corean inscription what
ever. A ll the Japanese post offices in China 
use sim ilar obliterators without any native 
characters.

I hear that China is on the eve o f having a 
new set o f postage stamps. I f  so, we can 
rely upon having stam ps worthy o f this great 
nation and its four hundred odd millions o f 
people. T he new 3 c., all red, and 4 c., 
purple, o f Straits Settlements are to hand. 
It will be very likely that the 3 c., brown, 
and 4 c., black and red, o f the M alay States 
Federation are changed to red and brown 
respectively, for the Straits dollar is used 
there as well. Mentioning the Settlements 
reminds me that a  short time ago a native 
was imprisoned at Singapore for tearing a 
sm all piece off stamps where the obliterator 
had only just caught, and using them again.

I miss the companionship o f m any o f my 
English  stamp-collecting friends here—a 
friendship that helped to keep me from feel
ing homesick during those long, rainy, dis
mal days o f the past nine and a h alf years.

Heu) Issues and Discoveries
B y  F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

I should be moat grataful I f  raadara would help me by furnishing the earliest poeelble Information concerning 
leeuee o f  elampe, new or projected. I f  poeelble a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at ones If 
desired, together with stamp for  postages or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
ene number for each penny face value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILLIPS, 801 8trand, London, W.O.

Argentine Republic.—We have received a 
third value, a 15  c., o f the new set, of which the 
first two values were chronicled in February last.

7*

July, 190& Type 7*. Wmk* 11 Sun,”  Type 67. 
Per/. 13, i:.J.

iSSfss c., light fellow-green.

Dutch Indies.—We quote as follows from 
E ven 's Weekly Stamp News (15.8.08) 

u A little over a year ago (E . W. S . N .t No. 
402) we quoted as follows from the Ja v a  Bode 
(‘ Java Mercury’) : * In a few months special 
stamps are to be issued in Java and Madura.

The Dutch Indies stamps sold at these offices 
will bear the surcharge j a v a  or Ma d u r a . The 
stamps in use in the other islands (Sumatra, 
Borneo, Celebes, etc.) will on the other hand re
main as at present without surcharge.'

“  During the last fortnight these surcharged 
stamps have begun to come over, but the second 
set is overprinted b u i t b n  b e z i t  instead of 
Ma d u r a . These two words are Dutch for * out
lying territory,'

“  The earliest date o f use o f the new stamps 
is reported by Mr. R. Kingma, Editor of the 
Postzegelnieuws, who tells us he has the 10 c. 
Java postmarked *Soerabaja, 20.6.08.'

“ Mr. A. Chippindale sends us the first speci
mens for inspection, both of the Java and the 
Buiten Bezit set.

“  Mr. O. Marsh informs us that he has had the 
Java 2$ c. used on piece with an unsurcharged 
25 c., so that presumably the latter have not been 
demonetized and any that were not surcharged 
are being used up, so that there will be no re
mainders."

We ourselves have received some values, and 
are able to give correct illustrations below.
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following values, which will be surcharged in the 
quantities given:—

iootooo each of to, 20, and 30 paras.
50,000 ,, 1 and 2 piastre.

5,000 ,, 4 and 20 piastres.
In addition to the above it is rumoured that 

there will be 5000 8 piastres on 2 lire. The 
30 paras has already been issued.

It is a scandal that these speculative issues 
should be allowed to  continue; they a ft manipu
lated by a small ring of speculators with the 
connivance of the postal officials, and we are 
obliged to catalogue the rubbish as they take 
good care that a  few copies be sold to the public, 
and used in a legitimate‘manner.

30 PARA
8MC

A ugust, 1908. C ontem porary stam ps o f  Ita ly , 
su rch arg ed  in  red.

(iii.) L o c a l su rch arg e. Type Bzc.
844136130 par. 00 15 c., slate.

J une, 1908. Types so (} c. to 5 c.), tx (xoc. to 50 c.), 
a n d  za, su rch arg ed  in  black.

(i.) A s  Type 14, h orizo n ta lly  ;  fo r  use in  Ja v a  a n d  
M adu ra .

XXI

**3
1X4

1*7
is8
**9
*3*
*33
x34
*35
*3«>

i  c., mau 
x c., olivi

iuve.
’e-green.
wn.

xo c ., dull blue. 
12} c., deep blue. 
15 c., brown.
20 c., olive.
25 c., mauve.
30 c., chestnut.
50 c., lake-brown. 

I 1 g., dull Hlac.

H

K
w
w

N ew  South W ales.— Mr. Jon. Dixon has 
shown us a  6d., on the Victoria paper, in orange- 
yellow  instead of in orange. He states that this 
stamp is not a faded specimen, but a true shade, 
as he bought a quantity from the Post Office last 
year when they were current.

40 58

J uly-A ug., 1907. W m k. C row n a n d  Type 58. 
P e r f  12 X 11

483«i4o!6d., orange-yellow.

*5

(u.) A t  Type 15, v ertic a lly  u p w a rd s. S p a ce betw een tw o  
lin es o f  su rch arg e 13  mm. on }  c. to 15 c., a n d  10 mm. 
on o th er va lu es. F o r  use in  th e rem a in in g  isla n d s 
o f  the D utch  In d ie s, o th er than  Ja v a  a n d  M a du ra .

140
*4*
14a
*43*44
*4S
*47
148
*49
*5*
*53
*54
*55
*56

§ c., mauve.
1 c., olive-green, 
a c., brown. 

a£ c , green.
3 c., orange.
5 c ., rose.

10 c., dull blue. 
12} c., deep blue. 
t5 c-, brown.
20 c., olive. 
a$ c., mauve.
30 c., chestnut.
50 c., lake-broen. 

x g., dull lilac.

Italian P.O .*s in the L evant.—Signor Gla- 
vany tells us that there is to be a fourth  issue of 
surcharged stamps during the next few days (we 
have only listed two, as we condemned the first 
“ issue”  as unissued to the public; see G .S. (V., 
II  Ju ly, page 28). The issue will consist o f the

U ruguay. — We have been shown a minor 
variety of the 7 c., brown, o f the 1906-7 issue, 
No. 293 of the Catalogue. The variety consists 
in a small, slightly diagonal while hyphen joining 
the “ l ”  and “ 1 ”  of r b p u b u c a . Of course, 
this variety is not of sufficient importance to in* 
elude in our Catalogue.

Victoria. — According to The Australian 
PhilcUclist (1.7.08), the4d. Postage Due has been 
issued on Crown and A paper.

xtt
1908. Type l i t .  W m k. C row n a n d  A  (Type 77). 

P e r f. 12 } o r  12X 12}.
536a) 4d.» rosine and yellow-vreen.

Printed by W. B rkndon A S on, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, Lonuuu.V* .C
5 September, 1908.
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Countries of tbe iUonld
By W. PERCY BARN SD ALL 
G e rm a n y
(Thurn and Taxis, North German Confederation, and German Empire)

GE R M A N Y , from the Latin G erm ania, 
is the E n glish  nam e o f the country 
which the natives call D eutschland  

(by derivation “ Fatherland” ), and the French 
Allem agne. It occupied the central portion 
of Europe, is  a  region o f high historic re
nown and great political importance, and 
until 1866 was o f much greater ex ten t G er
many is still the third country in Europe 
with regard to size, but the nam e is now

confined to the Germ an E m pire constituted 
16  April, 18 7 1, in consequence o f the military 
struggle between France and G erm any. T h is 
is a  strong Confederation o f twenty-six 
sovereign States, each possessing its own 
independent form o f governm ent, but, for 
the common affairs o f the Em pire, all subor
dinate to the central Government.

Though the present Em pire is the suc
cessor o f the old Germ an or H oly Roman
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Em pire, it is essentially different. Germ any 
was included in the vast dominions o f Charle
magne, who was crowned, by the hands of 
the Pope, Em peror o f the W est in the year 
800. With him began the long line o f 
Em perors of Germ any, extending through a 
thousand years, or till the commencement o f 
the last century. After the extinction o f his 
line the throne was filled b y election, first 
by the vote o f all the princes and great 
nobles, but later by the choice o f a limited 
number o f princes, who were called Electors. 
T his great Em pire at one time included the 
territory o f the present Em pire (with the ex
ception o f the north-eastern provinces), the 
rem aining States o f Central Europe, Sw itzer
land, Belgium , and the Netherlands. In 
time it became split up into m any hundred 
powerless fragm ents—temporal and spiritual 
principalities, free cities, even imperial 
v illages—scarcely held together in a nominal 
Em pire. Only two o f these practically inde
pendent little States attained any real im 
portance. One of these grew into the 
Austrian D uchy in the south-east, with the 
H absburgs for rulers ; the other was the 
State o f the Hohenzollerns, which spread 
until it occupied, as Prussia, the whole o f the 
north-east o f the Germ an Plain.

T he power o f the great Napoleon brought 
the old German Em pire to an end in 1806. 
Napoleon’s victories and the defection o f 
subordinate princes to him induced Francis 1 1 
to resign the Germ an crown and assum e the 
title sim ply o f Fran cis 1, Em peror o f Austria. 
Then followed the short-lived “ Confederation 
o f the Rhine,”  in which those States were in
cluded whose rulers were subservient to the 
views o f F'rance. T h is  was succeeded by 
the feeble “ Germ anic Confederation,”  con
sisting o f the m inor Powers, with A ustria 
and Prussia at their head, which lasted from 
18 15  to 1866. T h is  union terminated with 
the war o f 1866, which was really a  struggle 
between Prussia and Austria for the leader
ship o f the Confederation, and led to the 
definite withdrawal o f Austria. T h u s the 
way was prepared for the new Germ an 
Em pire, under the leadership o f Prussia, 
which was founded after the united forces o f 
the Germ an States defeated the French 
attack in 1870. W illiam  1 o f Prussia was 
constituted Em peror, and the im perial d ig 
nity was made hereditary in his fam ily, the 
H ouse o f Hohenzollern.

T h e  States com posing the E m pire consist 
o f  four kingdoms (Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony, 
and W iirtem berg); seven Grand-D uchies 
(Baden, H esse, M ecklenburg-Schwerin, Saxe- 
W eim ar, Mecklenburg-Strelitz, and O lden
burg) ; five Duchies, seven Principalities, the 
three free towns o f Lubeck, Brem en, and 
Ham burg, and Alsace-Lorraine. T h ey  m ay 
be distinguished into North Germ an and 
South Germ an as  the course o f  their de

velopment was affected by one or the other 
o f the great com mercial areas o f Central 
Europe— the northern depending on mari
time trade, the southern on trade over the 
Alps or by the Danube.

T h e total area is 208,780 square miles, and 
the population in 1905 numbered 60,641,278.

It were idle here to attempt anything like 
a description o f the physical or political 
features o f the country; they are probably 
very well known to every reader of this 
magazine. Germ any stands alm ost as a 
synonym for industrial and com m ercial pro
gress. T he “  M ade in Germ any ” is, alas ! 
far too frequently to be met with in England, 
and in com mercial competition abroad Ger
m any is also a formidable rival.

T h e commerce o f the Em pire is under the 
administration and guidance o f special laws 
and rules, emanating from the Zollverein or 
Customs Union. Since 1879 G erm any has 
been protectionist in her com m ercial policy, 
and the duties levied in 1906 amounted to 
18 per cent o f the value o f the im
ports subject to duty. T he total imports in 
1906 were about ,£400,000,000, the chief items 
being agricultural and anim al products, raw 
m inerals, and textile substances. The ex
ports for the sam e period were about 
/330,000,000, o f which G reat Britain took 
10  per cent. T h e  ch ief exports are  sugar, 
hardware, aniline dyes, and manufactured 
fabrics. T he ch ie f ports for com mercial in
tercourse are H am burg and Brem en, and 
the m erchant fleet is second only to that of 
the United Kingdom  am ongst European 
States.

G erm any supports nine-tenths o f her 
population by her own produce, but is be
com ing more and more a  manufacturing 
country.

T h e  Germ an is not so quick and versatile 
as the people o f the warm er countries of the 
South, but his inclement winters have given 
him a  regard for the domestic hearth,fostered 
the fam ily sentiment, encouraged a  depth of 
feeling and habits o f  contemplation, led to a 
love for reading and thinking, and to the 
cultivation o f science. Com pulsory attend
ance at school and m ilitary service have 
exercised a  most salutary influence on the 
intellectual and physical life o f the nation. 
Education is on a  very  high footing, and 
great attention is paid to continuation schools.

T h e  railw ay system  is one o f the largest 
in the world, and there is scarcely a  point in 
the E m p ire  which cannot be reached within 
twenty-four hours from Berlin . M ost of the 
system s are owned by the Im perial or State 
Government. In addition to the railways, 
internal communication is carried  on by 
means o f  navigable rivers and a  fine system 
o f canals.

G erm any being one o f  the G reat Powers, 
and having very long frontiers, has to main-
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tain a large army. Latterly great efforts are 
being made to increase the navy, and a big 
building programme is laid down.

Postal matters are conducted with the 
efficiency displayed in other branches of 
public convenience, and the authorities set 
other countries a  good exam ple by the m ain
tenance o f an adm irable postal museum and 
official collection. Accounts o f these have 
appeared in our publishers’ m agazine from 
time to time, but am ongst other treasures 
the collection possesses m ay be mentioned 
the two “ Post O ffice”  M auritius.

Philatelic History
The most interesting philatelic history at

taches to those States which issued par
ticular stamps. Those o f the German 
Empire and the other groups mentioned 
in the title are-all common used and, with 
some exceptions, not very difficult or expen
sive to obtain unused.

In dealing with Germ any it has been 
thought convenient to deal with the stamps 
of Thurn and T axis  and the North Germ an 
Confederation at the same time. These can
not be allocated to any particular State, and 
as they were the precursors o f the German 
Empire stam ps they come in very well here. 
This is generally the method adopted in 
describing these groups, and especially by 
the late Mr. W. A . S. W estoby, in his a d 
mirable work on the A d h esiv e  Postage 
Stamps o f E u ro p e. H is explanation is so 
clear that one cannot do better than give 
it in  extenso.

In the seventeenth century the postal service 
of the whole of Germany was a monopoly in the 
hands of the Princes of Thurn and Taxis, but the 
wars of the French Revolution, followed by those 
of the First Empire, so dislocated the service 
that Austria, Baden, Bavaria, Brunswick, Han
over, Luxemburg, Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Olden
burg, Prussia, and Saxony withdrew, or purchased 
their freedom, and formed their own postal ad
ministrations. Wurtemburg purchased its freedom 
in March, 18 5 1, for something over £  100,000, 
when the postal service of the Thurn and Taxis 
office became confined to those parts of North 
Germany comprised in the Electorate of Hesse, 
the Principalities of Reuss, Schwarzburg-Sonders- 
hausen, Waldeck, and Lippe, the Grand Duchy 
of Saxe-Weimar, the Grand Duchy of Mecklen- 
burg-Strelitz down to 1864, and the Hanseatic

towns of Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubeck, in 
each of which there was an office. In South 
Germany its monopoly extended to the Grand 
Duchy of Hesse-Darmstadt, the Principalities of 
Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, the Duchies of Nassau, 
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, Saxe-Altenburg, and Saxe- 
Meiningen, the Landgraviat o f Hesse-Homburg, 
and the town of Frankfurt-on-the-Main.

The North German Confederation was formed 
in 1866, its policy being directed by a Parliament 
composed of members from Prussia and twenty- 
one other German States, which met from time 
to time at Berlin. In the early part of 1867, 
Prussia purchased from the Prince of Thurn and 
Taxis the remainder of the monopoly of the postal 
service throughout Germany at and from 1 July,
1867, and carried it on till the end of that year, 
when the whole service throughout Germany was 
merged by the Confederation into one general 
administration, with its centre in Berlin, with 
the exception of Baden, Bavaria, and Wurtem
burg, which continued to preserve their separate 
administrations though, after the re-establishment 
of the German Empire on January 1, 1871, that 
of Baden ceased to exist, and was absorbed in 
that of the Empire.*

It might be considerel more logical to place 
the stamps of Thurn and Taxis under a separate 
heading, as has been done with those of the 
German States that were merged into those 
of the North German Confederation, or the 
Empire; but as the service extended to several 
States in North and South Germany they are 
not localized, and have been usually placed under 
the head of Germany, and it is perhaps better 
to conform to custom.

The postage-stamp history of Germany will 
therefore be considered under the following heads:

1. The Stamps o f the Thurn and Taxis Post 
Office, from the time of their first issue, on 
1 January, 1852, down to the purchase of it 
by Prussia in 1867, when, on 30 June of that 
year, the stamps were withdrawn and ceased to 
be issued.

2. The Stamps o f the North German Con
federation, issued 1 January, 1868.

3. The Stamps o f the German Em pire, issued 
at the end of 1871, and which superseded those 
of the North German Confederation.

It will be seen that this arrangement leaves a 
hiatus between 30 June, 1867, and I January,
1868, during which time the service was conducted 
by a special issue o f Prussia, for the particulars 
o f which reference must be made to the stamps 
of that country.

* Wunemberg has since relinquished its separate postal 
establishment, viz. from s April, 19 0 a.—W. P. B.

(7*0 Be continued.)
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Topical Dotes
By CH ARLES J. PH ILLIPS
P roofs and Essays

I  W A S  much interested lately in an 
article b y M r. R . E . R . D alw igk under 
the above title, which appeared in the 

Ju ly  number o f  The Stam p L o ver.
T h e  following paragraph is, to say the 

least o f it, astonishing, and 1 should like 
to know where Mr. D alw igk got his infor
mation from, or what has been his personal 
experience in the sale o f rare proofs and 
essays.

. . . And yet unpopularity—and unpopularity 
only—accounts for the fact that the rarest proofs 
are nothing more than dregs on the market.

W ell, I don’t know what is a  “ d re g ”  on 
the stam p m arket, but I can g ive my actual 
experience in the sale o f proofs and essays 
during the past year, and 1 can only say that 
I could have sold several times over every 
ra re  essay or proof that I have had in my 
hands.

In  the Breitfuss Collection I had m any 
thousands o f proofs and essays, and now in 
only a  year I have not m any h u ndreds left 
on hand. O nly last week I sold one unique 
block o f  four essays for ^ 7 5 , and I have 
sold a great number o f European essays at 
from £ 2  to £ 2 0  each, and some few over 
the latter figure. T he worst o f it is that 
once these rare essays are sold I am un
able to replace them in stock ; m any such 
things that I had in the Breitfuss Collection 
existed only there and perhaps in G overn
ment collections.

There are m any excellent points in Mr. 
D alw igk ’s article, and 1 recommend my 
readers to study it for themselves.

W ith one of the concluding paragraphs I 
am so much in accord that I venture to 
reproduce i t :—

It is the general opinion of well-informed 
philatelists that proofs and essays are the 

boom ”  of the future, and it is quite certain 
that the day is not far distant when the craze 
for proofs of all kinds will be the matter of the 
moment, and then we shall see the wise ones 
complimenting their foresight.

Sets o f  Postage Stamps
B y  the time this appears in print, I think 
the list o f “ S e t s ”  that has been appearing 
for some months in our advertisem ent pages 
will be com plete, and collectors will have 
had the choice o f  about 120o  rem arkably 
cheap sets o f s ta m p s ; in fact, the average 
reduction from the catalogue price o f single 
specim ens is about 30 per cent. N ext to 
buying packets, the purchase o f fine sets o f

g en u in e  stam ps is the best m eans the col
lector can adopt o f adding to his collection 
at an advantageous price.

Notice to  N ew  Zealand Collectors
W e  have received several com plaints from 
collectors in N ew  Zealand that our New 
Zealand agents,M essrs.W ilcox,Sm ith ,&  Co., 
cut out the advertisem ents from the back of 
our Catalogues and Sdll the Catalogues at full 
price in this mutilated condition. T h is is 
entirely against our wishes and instructions, 
and as this is not by any means the first time 
we have heard about this method o f busi
ness, we think it best to g ive notice that New 
Zealand collectors can now book the next 
edition o f our Catalogues (1909) direct from 
us by sending in a  remittance o f 5s. 7d. in 
current N ew  Zealand stam ps (high values 
only), and each volume o f the Catalogue will 
be posted direct upon the day it is published. 
Collectors in N ew  Zealand will by this 
means receive the Catalogue som e two weeks 
earlier than if  sent by cargo steam er in cases 
to D unedin and reposted from there.

One well-known N ew Zealand collector 
writes us, under date 28 June, 1908 :—

I think it is far from right that such proceed
ings should be allowed to continue, as I think 
that a great deal of useful information is often 
derived from the advertisements; and I think it 
is a piece of impudence to charge 3s. 3d. for 
your Catalogue and to abstract half of it.

T he “  Philatelic R ecord ”
In  taking stock the other day we came 
across a  large number o f bound copies of 
the earlier volumes o f the P h ila telic  
Record, dated from the time when it was 
jo intly published byr Pemberton, W ilson, and 
Co., and Stanley Gibbons and Co.

In order to make a clearance o f this 
parcel we offer them at the following ex
tremely low prices. O f Vols. I and I I I  we 
have only one bound volume each.

Vol. Feb. to Jan.
Price post free. 

Portrait of s. d.
I 1879 1880 E. L . Pemberton . 10 0
III 1881 1882 C. W. Viner . . 10 0
IV 1882 1883 V. G. de Ysasi . . 2 6
V 1883 1884 W. A. S. Westoby 2 3
VI 1884 i88S E. B. Evans . . 2 9
VII 1885 1886 A. Legrand. . . 2 0
V III  1886 1887 M. Burnett. . . 2 9
IX 1887 1888 T. K. Tapling . . 3 6
X Feb. to Dec. 1888 W. E. Image . . 3 0
X I Jan. to Dec. 1889 P. La R. von Ferrary 3 3
X II 11 1890 M. G . Caillebotte 4 0

T h ese books contain some o f the finest 
articles upon stam ps ever written, and are real



GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

bargains at the low prices at which we offer 
them to clear them out o f our stock rooms.

Indian Stam p Robbery
C h a r l e s  M i l e s , 34, bookbinder, o f Sabine 
Road, Battersea, was charged on remand, 
before Mr. Hutton, with stealing 2000 un
issued Indian stam ps (Cochin and Bhopal), 
value ^ 10 , belonging to his employers, 
Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co. (Limited), 
stamp printers, Southwark Bridge Road.

Mr. Sydney appeared for the prisoner.
Detective-sergeant Hodson, H division, 

said the prisoner had borne a  good character, 
but only 500 o f the stolen stam ps had been 
recovered, and it was a serious matter for 
the prosecutors that 1500 had got upon the 
market.

Mr. Sydney.— Y our worship will remember 
how easy it was for the prisoner to dispose 
of the stamps. A  man in the Borough gave 
him a guinea for a  lot o f them, and didn’t 
ask him who he was, but only “  W here did 
you get them fro m ?”  and m y client said, 
“ Oh, they came from India.”

The M agistrate.— Yes, and they didn’t 
appear on his books.

Mr. Sydney appealed to the Court to take 
a lenient view o f the case. T he prisoner 
had a wife and four children, and was only 
temporarily employed. Being under notice, 
he yielded to a  sudden impulse and took the 
stamps.

Mr. Hutton regretted to be unable to grant 
leniency in the circum stances. It was a 
serious case o f robbing em ployers, and the 
prisoner must gb to hard labour for three 
months, as an exam ple to others.

M o rn in g  A d v ertiser , 20.7.08.

Important Notice to  Collectors w h o  use our
Stock Books

For some months past we have been busy 
making up specia l books in y e llo w  covers o f 
rare stamps o f all countries, and for this 
purpose we have withdrawn m any o f the 
finest and rarest stam ps from our stock 
books, and such stam ps will not in future be 
included in the large stock books.

There are several reasons that have in
duced us to take this step. One is that we 
have found by rather bitter experience that 

fine stamps are dam aged in the stock books, 
especially by young collectors who call at 
our shop, and who cannot resist the tempta
tion to turn up a  real rarity, to look at gum, 
watermark, etc. B y  such means we have 
had many stam ps dam aged by dirt or by 
being creased.

Another reason is that, owing to the enor
mous growth o f our approval business, espe
cially on the Continent, we now have large 
demands for extra fine stamps, and it seems 
best to keep such stamps in a series o f these

»6S

yellow books, under our special care, and all 
ready to send out to collectors.

W e already have some £ 20,000 worth of 
stamps mounted in these books, and they 
are being added to daily.

W e shall be glad if collectors who wish to 
purchase rarities which they fail to find in 
our stock books will be good enough to ask 
for our special rarity books o f the countries 
they wish to see.

Description of N ew  Stock  Books arranged
and priced during the last week

B ra s il.
TWO stock books, rather weak in the older 
issues, but containing a  representative lot o f 
each issue and a fine lot o f blocks. The 
later issues are very complete in most varie
ties o f perforation, shade, etc., and some new 
discoveries have been included.

N ig e r Coast, F a lk la n d  Islan d s , N orth ern  an d  
Southern  N ig eria .

A  strong book, and one that is in great 
demand. W e have to remake it very fre
quently, as it is so soon stripped. In N iger 
Coast there are a number o f the v e ry  ra re  
surcharges, such as those o f which only from 
nine to twenty stam ps o f each variety ex ist

A fg h a n ista n .
W e have just arranged two o f the best and 

most complete books o f this country that we 
have ever put together.

During the past year there has been a 
considerable increase in the dem and for these 
fine stamps. T h is is probably due to the 
publication o f a  special handbook on the 
stam ps by S ir  D avid  Masson.

N early all the early stam ps are numbered 
below in pencil with their respective positions 
on the p la te ; so advanced collectors who 
are  reconstructing the plates will have no 
difficulty in finding the stam ps they want.

A ll issues are well represented ; and, to 
show the strength o f the book, I just note 
that in the rare “ tab let” type dated 1293 
there are no less than th irty-n in e  o f these 
fine stamps.

M any uncut and reconstructed plates are 
also included.

A FINE 'BIRTHDAY GIFT
No. 68, 1500 varieties.
Each specim en is in perfect condition, and the 

1500 different Stam ps form  a splendid start fo r any 
one. A  large num ber o f  really  rare and valuable 
stam ps a re  contained in this co llectio n ;  but it is 
im possible to enum erate them , as w e are  constantly 
ad d in g  N ew  Issues and O lder Stam ps w hen put- 
chased. Satisfaction is guaranteed.

£ 1 15s., post-free and registered.

Stan ley Gibbons, L td .,
391 Strand, London, W .C.
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Twentieth Century Colonials
fl Guide to the Postal Adhesives of the British Empire 
Issued during the first $ix Years of the Twentieth Century 
(January, 1901-Dune, 1907)
W r i t t e n  a n d  C o m p i l e d  b y  D. B. A R M S T R O N G
PART l l —continued (C O PYRIGH T R E SE R V E D .)

British Possessions in Asia—continued

Maidive Islands

A N  archipelago in the Indian Ocean, 
500 miles due west o f Ceylon, form
ing a  British possession under the 

direct control o f  the Ceylon Government, 
o f which colony it is a  dependency.

T he islands number several hundreds, 
o f which, however, only about 200 are in
habited, having a  population o f 30,000. T h e 
climate is moist and unhealthy. The natives 
closely resem ble the Singhalese and are 
M oham m edans b y  religion.

Som e little trade is done with Ceylon, 
whence tortoise-shell, cowries, coir, cocoa- 
nuts, and copra are exported.

In 15 18  the Portuguese, who had settled in 
Ceylon, also established factories on these 
islands, from whom they received the name 
o f “  M ald iva”  o r the Thousand Islands, and 
continued under their rule until 1645, when 
the native Sultan placed h im self under the 
protection o f the Dutch Governor o f Ceylon, 
the islands being subsequently transferred to 
E n glan d  on the cession o f Ceylon by the 
Dutch in 1796.

T h e capital o f the group is the island of 
Maid, which has an area o f a  mile and three- 
quarters, and a  population o f 2000.

E v e ry  year an em bassy with presents is 
sent to pay homage to the Governor of 
Ceylon, on behalf o f the Sultan o f the 
“ T w elve Thousand Islands.”

C urrency .— Sam e as Ceylon.
Stam ps first issued 9 Septem ber, 1906. 
Arrangem ents for the establishment o f a 

post office in these islands were first made 
during the annual visit o f the Maldivian 
am bassador to Colombo in the autumn of 
1905, and it was recorded in a  Ceylon paper 
that this dignitary spent considerable time 
during his visit to the island, which lasted 
from 28 October, 1905, to 12  January, 1906, 
in m aking him self fam iliar with the workings 
o f the General Post Office, with a  view to the 
establishm ent o f a  postal system  in his own 
country. It was finally decided to open a 
post office on the island o f Maid, through 
which it was said that over 30,000 letters 
and postal packages were wont to pass 
annually, and the necessary paraphernalia 
for so doing was ordered from India, it being 
proposed to inaugurate the new system

som e time in A pril, 1906. In anticipation 
o f the needs o f the new Post Office, the 
following quantities o f current Ceylon 
stam ps were delivered to the Government 
Printing Office at Colombo to be over
printed with the name of the group in 
which they were to be used, the stamps 
being finally delivered by the local Treasury 
to the G eneral Post Office, overprinted with 
the word MALDIVES in small, thick sans- 
se rif capitals in one line in black at the top 
o f the stam p, obliterating the original in
scription o f c e y l o n  p o s t a g e , on 6 March,
1900.

M aidive Islands. F irst printing.
2 c., red-brown (2400).
3 c ., green (600).
4 c., yellow and blue (1200).
5 c., lilac (4800).

15 c., blue (1200).
25 c., bistre (1200).

Owing to the non-arrival o f the necessary 
fittings, forms, etc., from India, there was 
considerable delay in the opening o f the 
M aidive Islands Post Office, and it was not 
until 9 Septem ber, 1906, that the new sur
charged stam ps were placed on sale there, 
rather more than six months after they had 
been prepared for use. A s  only very small 
quantities o f each value were printed, 
dealers experienced great difficulty in ob
taining supplies, and this, coupled with the 
fact that on their appearance these stamps 
were in great dem and in Europe, served 
to make them rather expensive compared to 
the ordinary run o f new issues.

9 September, 1906.
Contemporary stamps o f Ceylon, 1904-5. Wmk. 

M ultiple Crown C A . Perf. 14. Unsurfaced 
paper, excepting the 5 c., which is chalk-sur
faced. Typographed by Messrs. De L a  Rue 
and Co., in  London, and surcharged Ma l d i v e s  
in  sm all, thick sans-serif capitals in  one tine, in 
black, at the top o f the stamp, obliterating the 
inscription c e y l o n  p o s t a g e .  Overprinted 
in  complete sheets o f the 3, 4, 15, and 25 c. 
denominations, and in  half-sheets o f the 2 and 
5 c., at the Government P rin tin g Office, ’Colombo, 
Ceylon.

2 c., orange-brown.
3 c., green.
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5 c., lilac (chalky).
15 c . ,  blue.
25 c., pale brown.

What with the supplies purchased by 
stamp dealers and collectors, and the stam ps 
actually required for postal use, the first 
printing o f these stam ps was exhausted in 
a very short time, and a  second had to be 
made, which was delivered by the T reasury 
for shipment to Maid on 15  October, 1906. 
From this printing the two higher de
nominations o f 15  and 25 c. were omitted, 
as it was found that, excepting b y the 
philatelic fraternity, they were in little de
mand, and were not required for purely 
postal use. T h e quantities surcharged at 
this second printing were as follows :—

M aidive Islands. Second printing.
2 c., orange-brown (2000).
3 c., green (3000).
4 c., yellow and blue (1000).
5 c., deep lilac (14,000).

The 5 c. value is in a  new shade, and is 
printed from Plate  I I .  I have therefore to 
chronicle—

Shade.
5 c., deep lilac instead of lilac (issued 

15  December, 1906).
T h e supplies o f the second printing were 

all sold out at the Maid Post Office by 
2 March, 1907, and about that time a  decree 
was issued by H is Excellency the Governor 
o f Ceylon, ordaining that no more sur
charged stamps were to be issued for use 
in these islands, and that in future only 
unsurcharged Ceylon stam ps should be 
employed at the local post office, “ as such 
stam ps appear to be bought up in no time 
by philatelists, creating thereby a  constant 
demand for more supplies at the M aldives 
Post Office.”  Thus after a  b rief existence 
o f about seven months the M aidive Islands 
passed out o f existence as a  stam p-issuing 
country. T h e postal system is said, how
ever, to be continuing to work very satis
factorily, and the local traders consider it a 
great boon.

Ceylon stamps used in these islands m ay 
be distinguished from those employed in 
that colony by means o f their postmarks.

{To bo continual.)

Scientific Stamp
B y  C. M. C. S Y M E S

HA V IN G  regard to the multitudinous 
number o f stamps issued and also 
to the impossibility o f obtaining 

anything bordering on a representative col
lection o f the world, it becomes necessary for 
all classes o f stamp collectors to assign 
themselves a certain way and method o f col
lecting. T he question then is, In what w ay 
shall I limit m yself in the method of collect
ing and in the purchase o f stam ps? I f  the 
collector has a tendency toward general col
lecting, by all means let him pursue his 
desire, but at the sam e time a limit must be 
imposed unless he be a Croesus. T he w ay I 
consider best for general collectors to limit 
themselves is to collect either used or unused. 
This old theme has been discussed over and 
over again, and though it is as  old as the 
hills, it still has an unflagging interest, for 
yet the issue is in the balance. M any high- 
standing collectors are greatly in favour o f 
unused, and in a discussion with them they 
would undoubtedly state that only the unused 
stamp possesses any locus s ta n d i in Ph ila
tely. This I entirely disagree with, and 
though the unused has much to say in its 
favour, I unhesitatingly throw in my lot with 
the collector o f used. Postage stamps are, I 
take it, labels impressed with a  value to 
represent payment o f a  rate for services 
rendered by G overnm ent Postage, there
fore, is a tax, because letters cannot be 
transmitted until the tax has been paid, so

Collecting
that until the service has been rendered the 
stam p has not done its duty. T his is one 
point greatly in favour o f used specimens. 
Advocates o f unused specimens tell us that a  
collection looks much better in an unused 
state than in a  used, but 1 contend that col
lections are not made to look at. A  point 
which collectors o f unused stam ps are fairly 
strong on is this, “  Is it the stamp or the 
obliteration that is valu ab le?”  I f  we say 
the stamp is valuable, then “ W hy not 
get perfect specimens, viz. unused?” Or if 
we say that the cancellation is valuable, 
“ W hy is it that collectors o f used always 
prefer copies with as little o f the postmark 
as possible, i.e. incomplete cancellations?” 
H ere we m ay apply the theme above men
tioned, that a stamp is not collectable until it 
has done its primary duty. Again, in many 
cases a stamp plus its cancellation is much 
more valuable than one minus it, and thus 
we have cancellations more valuable than 
the stamp. In most cases o f this sort a 
complete postmark is necessary, to wit, B rit
ish stam ps used abroad ; and also com plete 
postmarks are the only clue to scarcity, as 
m ay be seen in “ Chilian Stam ps used in 
Peru."

Another point which unused collectors put 
forward is that a mint stamp twenty years 
old has still the power for which it was cre
ated, whilst a used stamp has lost its power. 
H ence I conclude from this statement that

l
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an unused stamp having had the power to be 
used (which was the reason o f its creation) 
has eluded its proper duty, and thus it should 
be relegated to the tribe o f unemployed. On 
the other hand, a  used stamp has fulfilled 
the purpose o f its creation, and thus it may 
be placed in a region o f honour. 1 m ay here 
say that a  mint stamp twenty years old is 
worth only its face value, whilst in a  used 
condition it is worth infinitely more. To 
illustrate m y point, a British Guiana 2 c., 
rose (circular), could still be used to prepay 
a  letter through the post, thus proving its 
intrinsic value is still 2 c. T o  regard the 
situation from the point o f view of comple
tion, it is obvious that the collector o f used 
stands in a much better position to attain his 
d e s ire ; on the whole, used stam ps are 
cheaper, and thus they are sought after by 
the m ajority. Besides this, the postmark 
conveys to us the date o f use and also town 
where it has been used— points which are o f 
invaluable use to specialists. H owever one 
m ay decide which to collect, used or unused, 
and though I would lay down no hard-and- 
fast rule, 1 cannot refrain from casting my 
vote to used side o f the controversy.

H aving decided the method of limitation,
' the next pressing question is, How shall I 

collect— what method shall I adopt? Here 
we have before us two methods of collecting, 
general collecting and specialism . Here, 
again, we have a well-worn controversy; 
but still opinions are divided, and apparently 
they are likely to continue so. A t the out
set I m ay say that I am strongly in favour 
o f specialism , but I should not ad vise any
body who has not been a  general col
lector to study this branch o f our hobby. 
H ere I enumerate a  few o f  the advan
tages we have in specializing. F irstly , that 
a  specialist is an essential, in fact indis
pensable factor o f stamp co llectin g : m y 
reason for saying this is that were it not for 
the complete, scientific collections formed by 
specialists, general collectors would be left 
with little or no knowledge o f the stam ps 
they collect. Secondly, that from an invest
ment point o f view specialism is untouched, 
because a  collection o f one country or group 
o f countries complete in differences o f shade, 
design, perforation, watermark, etc., will 
fetch an infinitely higher price than any 
general collection o f the same outlay. 
Third ly and lastly, that completion, the goal 
o f most collectors, is attained or more nearly 
attained by specialism  than by an y other 
form o f collecting. In the first place, one 
m ight say that from a  very fine general col
lection one could collect all the necessary 
information required. If, however, the 
general collection is indeed a  very fine one, 
the odds are that the general collection is a  
collection o f  specialized collections, and thus 
the argum ent drops through. T ak in g  up the

standpoint o f investment, it is well known 
that the best way and practically the only 
safe way is to specialize. B y  thus doing you 
acquire a  collection complete in minor de
tails, and often come across stam ps and 
varieties hitherto unchronicled. T hereby you 
have a collection practically complete and 
which h as a  ready sale, whilst a  general col
lection containing stam ps o f each country 
has not nearly the chance o f realizing any 
appreciable profit. Practically every collector 
has a  hope o f com pleting his collection, 
and it is only in this way that this object 
may be acquired, for it is utterly impossible 
to obtain a  corip late general collection of 
the world’s postage stamps. It m ay be well 
for a  moment to look at the so-called dark 
side o f specialism. H ints are often thrown 
out to us that we do a large amount o f harm 
by our method o f collecting. Our contem
poraries say that we are like sheep, and that 
where the leader goes the others follow. 1 
cannot agree with this fully, though I admit 
there is a  certain amount o f truth in the 
statement. 1 say and believe that simply 
because one or two influential collectors 
start specializing a  country, not many 
specialists are likely to follow their lead. 
There is, I know, a  class o f specialists who 
make it their point to study and collect 
countries on the boom, but they are in the 
minority and their actions are not o f a  very 
fruitful character. Another point against 
specialism  is that it m ay often turn beginners 
against stam p collecting. A s I mentioned 
before, it is wholly inadvisable to take up 
specialism without having previously had the 
experience o f general collecting, without 
which it is difficult to appreciate relative 
philatelic value. There can be no doubting 
the delights and advantages that specialism 
affords, for when is a  philatelist more happy 
than when unexpectedly he finds a  new vari
ety, som e minor difference in perforation or 
some irregularity in colour ? I can say from 
personal experience that, despite the many 
bombs which are hurled at this form o f col
lecting, it still stands far ahead o f all 
other methods o f accumulation, and col
lectors d ay  by day are readily realizing the 
m any advantages it extends to them. In 
order to dispose o f the allegation that the 
majority o f  collectors follow their leader in 
the choice o f a  country, I am  sure it will 
be universally agreed that m any collectors, 
instead o f  specializing “ boom ing” countries, 
take up and study countries wholly out of 
the fashion. In  the past it has been realized 
that it is  nothing more nor less than folly to 
study fashionable countries; and since phila
telists have come to their senses, they have 
spent and are spending their energies upon 
countries which, though not “ ap p les”  in the 
specialist’s eye, yield fruitful study and profit
able investment. It m ust be remembered
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that if one is a  “  generalist ”  he should limit 
himself to some reasonable degree, and I 
have good reason to believe that if one limits 
himself to securing either unused alone or 
used alone, he will doubtless build a col
lection which is not only interesting, but 
profitable. O f course, to be a  generalist or

a  specialist is a  matter o f personal ch o ice ; 
each has its advantages and o f course its 
disadvantages; but in recommending special
ism in preference, one is able to combine 
scientific observations, interesting and help
ful study, to a  higher degree than is possible 
by adopting generalism.

fl List of IDinop Varieties in the Stamps of the 
Straits Settlements surcharged for use in the 
native Protected States
B y  W I L L I A M  B R O W N

S IN C E  I published m y work on the above 
countries in 1894, 1 have met with m any 
varieties not chronicled therein, which, 

by the courtesy o f the Editor, I am  now able 
to give to the readers o f the W eekly.

The numbers before the stam ps are those 
where the stamp is wanting in my book, and 
the numbers in brackets after indicate the 
type o f surcharge illustrated in Gibbons 
Catalogue, 1908 edition.

JO H O R.
II. S u r c h a r g e d  “ J o h o r b . ”

3. Surcharged in  small, thin, wideblock capitals, 
punctuated.

6a, 1885. 2 c., rose, 14 x 2  mm. including stop
(2).

64, 1885. 2 c., rose, 13 x 2  mm. ; double sur
charge (2).

4. Surcharged in  narrow roman capitals.
Ja. 1886. 2 c., rose, 1 1  x 2 J  mm. ; second “ o”

misplaced, too low (2).

I II . S u r c h a r g e d  “ J o h o r . ”

I. In  thick, upright block capitals. 
a. A ll letters narrow.

9a. 1884. 2 c., rose, 124 x 2 j mm.; small “  j ”
•«* (9)-
tin. 1884. 2 c., rose, 134 x 2 |m m .; “  H ”  and

“  R ”  too high (9).
lih . 1884. 2 c., rose, 134 x 2| mm. ; “  o ”  too 

high, “  H ” too low (9).
134. 1884. 2 c ., rose, 144 x 2|m m .; small “ It”  

(9 ).

2. Surcharged in  thick, narrow roman 
capitals.

I8tz. 1885. 2 c ., rose, 9 x 3  m m .; “ j ”  with 
slanting serif (13).
18a in book should now be lettered 186.

3. d. Surcharged in  ordinary roman capitals, 
punctuated, 

e. Natrow “  J . "
25a. 1886. 2 c., rose, 15 4 x 3  mm. (16).

Same surcharge, but smaller, 
j .  Wide “  J, narrow  “  R .”

29a. 1891. 2 c., rose, 13 x 24 mm. (17).
k. Narrow “ j ”  “ OR.”

294. 1891. 2 c ., rose, 13 x 24 mm. (17).

I I I .  Surcharged JOHOR TWO CENTS in  three 
lines and bar erasing value on Straits Settle
ments 24 e., green.

31a. 1891. 2 c. on  24  c . ,  g r e e n ;  narrow  “ j . ”
310  should n ow  b e  314 (21).

PE R A K .
4 . Surcharged in  rom an capitals.

47b. 1883. 2 c . ,  rose , 1 5 x 2 }  m m . ; “  p ”  m is- 
p laced  (15).

47c. 1883. 2 c .,r o s e ,  1 5 X 2 $ m m .;  “ p ” m issing
(IS)-

47d. 2 c . ,  rose, 15 x  24 m m .; shorter letters (15 ).
/ .  N arrow  “  K ”  and  “  R.”

56a. 2 c . ,  rose, 15 x  2J m m . ;  sm all “  A ”  (18 ).
6. Surcharged in  antique capitals.

63a. 1886. 2  c . ,  rose, 1 2 x 3  m m .;  “ p ”  too 
h ig h  (21).

IX . Surcharged ONE c e n t  p e r a k  in  three 
lines on the 2 c., rose,

I. Surcharged in italics, 
qpsb. 1 8 8 6 -9 . I o n  2 c . ,  r o s e ;  doub le  im pres

sion  (33).
2 . Surcharged ONE c e n t  in  italics, p e r a k  

in  italic block capitals.
99g. 1 88 9 -9 0 . I c. on  2 c . ,  r o s e ; “ t ”  o f  CENT, 

“  p ”  “ a ”  “  K ”  o f  PERAK  too  low  (34).
994 . 188 9 -9 0 . I c. on  2 c . , r o s e ; “ t "  o f

CENT to o  lo w , “  R ”  o f  PERAK tOO h igh , 
“  AK ”  to o  low  (34).

9 9 / .  188 9 -9 0 . i c . o n  2 c . ,  r o s e ; defective
" A ”  ( “ A ” ) (34).

994. 1 8 8 9 -9 0 . 1 c . on  2 c . , rose ; space betw een
“ e ”  and  “  R ”  o f  PERAK (34).

6 . Surcharged o n e  c e n t  in  thick roman,
p e r a k  in  upright bloch capitals.

1054. 188 9-9 0 . 1 c. on  2 c . ,  rose ; 0 N E spaced
(40) .

7. Surcharged o n e  c e n t  in  thick roman,
p e r a k  in  thin roman capitals.

106 4. 188 9-9 0 . 1 c . on  2 c . ,  rose ; o n e  spaced
(41) .

Surcharged p e r a k  o n e  c e n t  and bar erasing 
value on the 2 c., rose.

4. Surcharged PERAK and CENT in  sm all 
capitals, ONE in  thick roman.

113a. 1891. I c . on  2 c . ,  r o s e ; space betw een
“ P ”  and  “ E.”

I
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PO ST A L F IS C A L  (?).
Straits Settlements 2 dollar fisca l stamp surcharged 

in  sm all roman capitals as No. 61.
149. 2 dollars, green and blue.

N o t e .— I cannot say whether this stamp was 
ever used postally. My copy has a postmark 
which reads: “  Ipoh Post Office, 8 Ju  98.”

SE LA N G O R .
I. Surcharged in  block capitals. 

t. “ s ’’ “ l  "w id e . Crown and C A.
36*. 1883. 2 c., brown (33).

5. Surcharged in  sm all antique capitals.
48c. 1 8 8 6 -9 . 17 x 15 m m ., 2 c . ,  r o s e ;  space

betw een  “ g ”  and  “ o ’* (43).

No t e .— I  am not sure whether this is the 
punctuated surcharge or not, as my copy is badly 
printed, the “  R ”  being on the next stamp on the 
sheet.

48d. 18 8 6 -9 . i6& x  i£ ,  2 c . ,  r o s e ;  smaller
surcharge (43).

48*. 1886-9 . x  i| ,  2 c . ,  r o s e ;  “ o r ”  too
High (43 ).

Life’s Little Trials
Lost in Liverpool at night-time
B y  P I E R R E  M A H E

(,R eproduction stric tly  reserved  by the author.')

T H E  life o f  a  stam p dealer does not 
entirely fall in with the accepted 
b e lie f; it would seem that such a  life 

would be quiet, and that none o f the trials 
that ordinary mortals are called upon to 
undergo would find a  place th erein ; but this 
is not so ; sudden changes o f fortune, varied 
happenings, generally unexpected and some
times the reverse o f agreeable, are the lot o f 
the stamp dealer.

During m y career, already somewhat 
extended, quite a  number o f things have 
happened ; I will proceed to describe one 
o f them, which is certainly not the least 
curious.

Quite a  long time ago, twenty-five years 
or m ore— I believe it was in 1882—one of 
m y best customers said to me, “  Mr. Mahd, 
would you do me a favour by going to 
Liverpool on business for m e ? "  “ M ost 
certainly, m y dear sir," I replied, thinking 
how nice it would be for me, as I had not 
travelled much up to then, and had never 
been in Liverpool. I was very pleased, as 
m y one desire was to see that part o f the 
country. “ A nd when shall you be able to 
go ? "  “ A t once, this evening.”

M y client then explained what he wanted 
me to do. H e had had offered to him a
collection, which belonged to Mr. B ------, o f
Bucharest, entirely composed o f stamps o f 
the allied principalities o f M oldavia, Moldo- 
W allachia, and Roumania. T h e collection 
was reputed to be particularly complete, 
and a high price was asked for i t ; at least, 
the price was high for that time, as the 
stam ps o f these countries were nothing like 
so highly priced as they are now ; even 
though the prices show signs o f a  further 
rise, by the way ! T he owner o f this collec
tion refused to send it to Paris, and it was 
certainly neither possible nor advisable to 
conclude such an important piece o f business

without having seen the sta m p s; all the 
more so when one remembers what stamps 
they were. N o ; it was absolutely necessary 
to undertake this journey to see exactly what 
they were.

I left the same evening, arriving in 
London the next day, and took the first 
train for Liverpool, where 1 arrived in the 
afternoon.

A s regards the expenses o f m y stay, my 
client had given me a  free hand, and had 
provided me handsom ely with the “ where
withal." H e had particularly asked me to 
see that I was comfortable, and had recom
mended me to put up at the Adelphi Hotel. 
T he “ A d elp h i” is a  first-class hotel— big, 
luxurious, with every convenience, such as 
a  telegraph office— the telephone was not 
invented in those days ; there was a  money
changer’s office, the papers o f all countries, 
an excellent cuisine, and a  well-stocked 
cellar. Last, but not least, the attendance ! 
. . . and what attendance ! In front o f the 
hotel was a  balcony, from which one could 
see the beauties o f the town, walking in the 
evening, and numbers o f girls carrying 
immense baskets o f fish on their bare 
heads ; they appeared to find some diffi
culty in keeping them balanced, having to 
use one or both arm s to prevent them 
from falling ; this gives them a pose that 
would delight an artist. T heir blouses were 
o f coarse linen— they might have been white 
some time ago, and were open at the th roat; 
very short skirts completed their attire, and 
thus they were robed quite sim ply, but in a 
m anner that appeared quite natural, thanks 
to their robust appearance.

1 had no sooner arrived at the hotel than 
I telegraphed to the person in charge o f the 
collection, making an appointment for the 
next day, and at the same time I engaged 
the services o f an interpreter, so that I might
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not be cheated. That reminds m e ! T h e 
uniform worn by that interpreter was sim ilar 
to that worn at the G rand Hotel, P a r is ; 
one o f the gentlemen from the latter hotel 
used to accom pany m y old friend Mr. C. J .  
Phillips in the days when he was not so 
familiar with our language. R eally the like
ness between these interpreters seems to me 
so amazing, that I should very much like to 
know if they are not one and the same 
gentleman. Perhaps he removed the seat o f 
his labours from Liverpool to Paris.

The next day, escorted by m y dragoman,
1 went to call on the people with whom the 
collection was deposited. A  surprise was in 
store for me there, for I found that all the 
employes o f that firm, as well as the m an
ager, spoke French even better than m yself! 
This discovery did not appear to be welcome 
to the interpreter, who thought his morning 
would be wasted, but he was quite pleased 
when 1 told him not to go  aw ay, as he might 
possibly still be o f service to me.

I was then shown the collection, which 
was by no means so good as one might have 
imagined from h earsay : it contained nothing 
worthy o f special mention, and the great 
rarities were missing— in a  word, it was a 
good second-class collection, but worth noth
ing like the big price asked for it. There 
was nothing more to be done, so I beat a 
retreat, and immediately advised m y client 
that our hopes were in vain.

The evening before, Thom as Ridpath had 
called on me at the hotel, as 1 had advised 
him of my impending arrival, without telling 
him the reason. W e had made an appoint
ment to lunch together the following day. 
So, as soon as we left the stam p people, the 
interpreter and m yself made our way towards 
Duke Street, where m y friend Ridpath was 
waiting for us. It was not late enough to 
lunch, so we all three paid a  visit to the 
town. In a  small bar, situated in some 
little lane or other, I made m y first acquaint
ance with “ fine orange bitters,”  o f which I 
drank one delicious glass. I have never 
been able to get such another, as one even
ing when 1 was alone I tried to find m y way 
back there, but failed.

An edge was soon put on our appetites by 
the exercise and open air, so we were pleased 
when our guide took us to an immense popu
lar restaurant where workmen and clerks 
took their daily meal under the best possible 
conditions. W e. made a  very good dinner 
there b y dint o f  ordering a  few “ extra s”  in 
addition to the ordinary menu.

Having made an end to the feast, I dis
missed my interpreter, well paid, well fed, 
and happy, while Ridpath and I started o ff 
on a tour o f inspection o f the principal sights. 
We visited the docks, the “ b oxes”  where 
poor emigrants were waiting for their ships, 
and the bank, where we saw subterranean
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strong-rooms, which had not been imitated 
in Paris at that time.

W e walked along till I was so overcome 
by the wonderfully cheap prices set forth in 
advertisements that I entered a  tailor’s and 
bought a  splendid suit o f clothes for a  sum o f 
A  8 s . ; it would have cost at least 130  francs 
( / i  4s-) in P a r is ! Then I bought some 
alpaca for my wife, and a  hundred and one 
other small articles such as one is supposed 
to bring one’s friends when returning from a 
journey.

A s I wished to start for home the same 
evening, I said good-bye to Ridpath, and 
returned to m y hotel to write news o f my 
impending return to Paris, and to m y pre
parations for the journey: then my adventures 
com m enced!

Before dinner, I told a  young porter, who 
spoke French very fairly, to meet m e later 
on in the evening, and to carry m y bag to 
the station. He had faithfully promised to 
do so, as I had presented him with a  five- 
shilling piece, foolishly enough, in advance ! 
So  I felt at peace with the world, and must 
confess that 1 made a  rem arkably good 
dinner . . . one must keep up one’s strength 
before setting out on a  jo u rn e y ! A nd after 
dinner, I sat on the terrace smoking cigars, 
and took a  cup o f excellent coffee, with the 
usual accessories !

A t the time I had agreed upon, I settled 
m y bill, and had m y luggage brought down. 
Then I set out to look for m y porter, but no 
porter could I find. H e had quietly gone 
home to bed, with my five-shilling piece in 
his p o ck e t!

N obody was to be obtained at the hotel, 
as there were only a  waiter and the door
keeper to be found, and they could not leave 
their posts. I found m yself in a  horrible 
mess. N o porters ! N o cabs 1 And I was 
all alone. You m ay believe me when I tell 
you that I was not in the best o f tempers 1

I had only a  handbag with me, and a rug, 
in which 1 had rolled up all m y superfluous 
belon gin gs: it made an enormous roll, 
which resem bled a  beer barrel more than 
anything else. It was decidedly w e igh ty ! 
W hat could I d o ?  Som ething h a d  to be 
done, and that quickly. 1 had no choice. 
I left the hotel with m y bag  in m y left hand, 
and m y right arm  balancing m y bundle on 
m y sh ou ld er: it was quite as much as I 
could do to keep it there.

T h e  way had been pointed out to me care
fully, and I understood as much about it as 
was possible from the instructions o f an 
Englishm an to a  Frenchm an knowing little 
or nothing o f English . I may have been 
wrongly directed, or I m ay have misunder
stood, but there was no doubt about it that I 
had gone astray. This, in spite o f having ad
dressed the query, “  Railw ay, please ? ”  to one 
o f the infrequent passers-by; it was about half
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past ten then ; he had m ade a  sign to me to 
turn to the right. So  I turned to the right, but 
I did not find anything at the end o f the dark 
road, which was shaped like a  crescent, and 
I began to be seriously alarm ed.

Troubled thoughts coursed through m y 
mind : I reflected how easy it would be for 
two or three marauders to set upon m e ; 
they would have no difficulty in seizing m y 
bag, and I carried valuable securities on my 
person. I could expect no help in that out- 
of-the-way spot.

A t the very moment when my thoughts 
were o f the bitterest, a young woman came 
towards m e ; she looked as though she 
were on her way home after a day’s work. 
B lessings be upon her head, for when 1 put 
m y usual question o f “  Railw ay, p le a se ?” 
she understood and she signed to me to go 
towards the left. I did so without delay, as 
that seemed to me to be the right direction.

But time was getting on and I trembled 
for fear I should miss the train. I set o ff at 
all speed down the road, which was luckily 
downhill. I went as fast as I could for the 
burden I carried, and at last I reached the 
station. Saved at last !

N o sooner had I arrived than a  new terror 
possessed me ; the ticket office was shut, 
and there was only a minute or two before 
the departure o f the train !

W hat luck ! A  good old inspector, ailing 
in health, and with a  white beard, saw my 
trouble and came to my aid. H e soon saw 
from m y appearance that I was a French

man, and said, “ T o  P a ris? ”  “ Y e s , to Paris,” 
said I, but he m ade me say, “ T o  Paris,” 
again, before he rapped on the window of 
the ticket office. It was soon opened, and, 
having slipped a  coin into his hand, I paid 
m y fare. He took m y baggage and handed 
me m y ticket, and then hurried me off to the 
train. I was soon hustled into a  carriage, 
and when I saw him throw m y bundle into 
the rack I felt as  though I could have kissed 
the good man !

1 shall always have a corner in m y memory 
for m y saviour, as  well as for the young 
woman who put me on the right road.

N ext day, after a  short rest, 1 left London 
and arrived at P aris  without further adven
tures, except for one rather com ical incident 
at the customs h o u se : an officer made me 
open m y bundle and paid great attention to 
m y new suit. He asked me its value,and when 
I answered“ Eighty-five francs,”  he seemed to 
think it rem arkably cheap. 1 had noticed 
that the man was a  good bit bigger than I 
was, and wishing to amuse him, said, quite 
innocently, “ W ell, as  you like it, I would 
even do you the favour o f letting you have it 
for the price I paid.”  H e threw me a 
comical glance, as much as to say, “ You 
rascal, you know quite well that I could 
never get it on.”  H e went off, and an hour 
later I was between the sheets.

I think this adventure is, to say the least 
o f it, a  little bit out o f the usual run of 
things.

Out* Italian Letter
B y  E M I L I O  D I E N A

SO M E  months ago several o f the phila
telic journals announced, on the au
thority o f the lay Press, that a  certain 

rich Sicilian  gentleman, Signor Enrico Sa n 
toro, had died at an advanced age in Con
stantinople, after having lived there for m any 
years, and had left his collection o f postage 
stam ps to the N ational M useum at Palerm o, 
his native town. T his news is substantially 
accurate, but other information given at the 
same time is rather the other way. I have 
been privileged to inspect the collection, and 
I thought that the few notes I made might 
interest som e o f the readers o f G . S . IV .

T he collection was arranged in six large 
m ovable-leaf albums, made by a  well-known 
Parisian firm, and contained no stam ps 
issued after 1890. Unfortunately the older 
stam ps, with which the collection was started, 
were stuck down to the pages, but later 
specim ens were mounted in the usual m an
ner.

T hree album s were supposed to contain 
adhesive stam ps only, but I found a  good

m any entire envelopes and post cards in 
them. T h e other three albums were devoted 
exclusively to entires, and another small 
book contained document stamps, and other 
fiscals, o f little or no value.

How often the daily Press m akes mistakes 
when dealing with matters philatelic is con
firmed once m ore by the report that the 
nucleus o f the collection consisted o f the 
rare M oldavian stam ps o f the 1858 issue; 
o f course they were all forgeries, and well- 
known, very poor imitations at th a t : 1 saw- 
one 54 paras, two each o f the 81 and 108 
paras, but none o f  the 27 paras.

But we will pass from • these forgeries 
to the genuine good stamps. I noticed a 
Great Britain, 1840, id., V .R ., a  very fine 
copy, with a trial cancellation consisting of 
eight concentric circles ; this was on part of 
original. In Spain  I saw the 2 reales, 
unused, o f the 18 5 1 issu e ; the f  and 3 
cuartos, unused, o f the 1853  (M adrid) issue ; 
and the 2 reales, used, o f 1852 and 1853. In 
France there were som e fine tite-b ich e  pairs,
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and the error 15 c. on rose o f the 1875 issue 
se tenant with a  10  c. (in horizontal unused 
pair). A lso—

Russian Levant 
Geneva 
Tuscany . 
Naples

Neapolitan Provinces.

2  and 2 0 k o p .,  18 6 5  issue. 
5  c. +  5 c . ,  used, o f  1843. 
U sed  co p y o f  the6ocrazie. 
i8 6 0 , th e £  tr in ac iia  o f 

N o vem b er, and the £ t. 
with N eapolitan  cross, 
both poor copies, with 
very  little  m argin.

U sed  co p y o f  the 50  g r .,  
s late-grey , 18 6 1 issue.

As Signor Santoro was a  Sicilian b y birth, 
I had expected to find a  fine specialized col
lection o f Sicily, but with the exception o f 
two fine sets o f good shades, there is nothing 
worthy o f note.

In Mauritius there are several copies o f 
the id. and 2d. “ Post Paid ,” both medium 
and late states o f the plate, a  2d. “ fillet” o f 
the October, 1859, issue, 4d. on is. o f 1854, 
and a few other good stam ps in the early 
issues.

Cape of Good Hope. A vera ge  copies o f  the id .
and 4d. o f  the 18 6 1 issue.

5 p ias., rose, first issue, sur
charged  10  p ias., but the 
cancellation showed a  date, 
and appeared  doubtful to 
me. It  w as on a  portion 
o f  the orig in al cover.

8d. and 2s., im perf.
T h e  w hite and b lue stam p o f 

1852.
1 c. an d  4  c. o f  1 8 5 2 ;  4  c .,  
m agen ta , o f  1856 .

New Brunswick and N o va  Scotia. 6d . and i s . ,  
used.

Newfoundland . 2d. an d 4d .,scarlet-verm ilio n .
4 d ., 6 £ d ., and i s . ,  orange- 
verm ilion  ; a ll  fine copies.

United States . I  adm ired a  com plete set o f 
the D e p a r tm e n ta l; the $ 2  
“ S t a t e ”  is  a  used, defec
tive copy, but the $ 5 ,  $ 1 0 ,  
and $ 2 0  are  in  m int state, 
w ith  gum .

Dominican Republic. A  few  good stam ps, including 
the first issue com plete.

Antioquia . . T h e  first issue com plete and
genuine.

New South Wales. A  few  used S y d n ey  V iew s, 
and a  L au reated  8d.

New Zealand . id . on blue paper, C olonia l 
p rin t, u n u se d ; sligh tly  su l
phuretted, but a  fine copy.

Buenos Aires . A  com plete set o f  the Sh ip  
type.

E t y p t .

Ceylon 
S in dt:

British Guiana

After having carefully examined this col
lection, I seem to have the impression that 
it belonged rather to a  “  dilettante ”  than to 
a philatelist. In  addition to the forgeries I 
have already mentioned, I noticed the 2 
soldi and 3 lire o f Tuscany, several Sw iss 
Cantonals, the 80 c. Parm a, two 3  pf. Saxony,

1850 issue, and m any others. I saw some 
forged copies even in Turkey.

Nevertheless, .taken altogether, it is a  very 
fair general collection, and will have the 
merit o f being the first collection on view in 
an Italian public museum. T h e  donor was 
a  well-known philanthropist, and left large 
sums o f money to charitable institutions ; 
we ought to be grateful to him for the col
lection.

I have been told that a  sm all portion of 
the collection will soon be on view in one 
o f the rooms o f the National Museum of 
Palermo, probably in the room set apart for 
coins and medals. I hope it m ay be instru
mental in giving Philately an impetus in 
Sicily, where, sad to relate, there are but few 
collectors, and, as far as I know, not a  single 
old collection.

T h e Italian stam ps o f the 1901 issue are 
slowly disappearing from view, o f course 
with the exception o f the I c., 2 c., 20 c., 45 c., 
1 1., and 5 1., which are still current. It is 
worth calling attention to the shade o f the 
last printing o f the 50 c. o f 190 1, which is 
b rig h t v io let, and is quite different from the 
lila c -v io le t o f the earlier printings. This 
shade ought certainly to find a  place in the 
catalogues. I m ay add that the 80 paras on 
50 centesimi, A lbania, is the sam e shade.

I see that the avalanche o f surcharged 
stam ps for use in the new offices o f the L e 
vant were referred to at length in No. 184 o f
G .S . W . ; therefore I need not refer to them.

I would only say that you were in error in 
speaking o f surcharging done in “ Rom e,” 
as the stam ps were done in Turin. Again, 
it was not necessary to catalogue the 20 paras 
on 10  centesimi (Turin surcharge), as the 
identical stam p was first issued in 1908 for 
the Italian Office at Jan in a (Albania), which 
you have already listed.

T o  complete the information given on 
page 28, I would add that the offices were 
opened on the following dates :—

V alona . . . 5  M ay
Sm yrna . . . 16  „
Salonica . . . 26 „
G alata  (Constantinople) 1 June 
Pera „  1 „
Stam boul „  1 „
Jerusalem  . . 1 „

A s  you m ay know, there will soon be 
other new issues.

THE V E ST  STAM P HINGES
W e have prepared a new (tamp hinge, o f con

venient sixe, put up in air-tight tin boxet, each 
containing 1000 hinges of good tough paper, 
doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable. 

Post-free, 7d. per box.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 
ytt Strand, London, W .C.
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F o p c iq ii  notes
B y  F R A N K  P H I L L I P S
T he International Reply Coupon

A  F E W  days ago one o f our friends 
in Brussels remarked how little use 
was made o f the new reply coupon, 

which was supposed to have been one of 
the most m odem  ideas adopted at the 
last meeting o f the last Postal Congress. 
Most o f the great Powers accepted the 
new coupon, am ongst others being G er
many, Austria, Hungary, France and 
Colonies, G reat Britain, Greece, Spain, 
Italy, Luxemburg, Denm ark, Holland, 
United States o f Am erica, Sweden, Norway, 
Roum ania, Siam , Mexico, Dutch Indies, 
Japan , Hayti, E gyp t, Danish W est Indies, 
Crete, Corea, Costa Rica, Chili, Bulgaria, 
and Bosnia.

For many years past people have asked 
for an international postage stamp, which it 
was claimed would be o f enormous value in 
business ; but now they have got it, or rather 
the next best thing, the international reply 
coupon, hardly any use is made o f i t ; in 
fact, the general public do not seem to be 
aware o f its existence. A s proof o f this, 
that so very few are issued at the ch ief post 
offices o f important continental towns.

I suppose everybody knows what this 
“ International R eply Coupon”  really is ?  
The name is sufficient indication. It is a 
rectangular slip o f paper, about 4$ inches 
long and 2 J  inches wide. It can be ex
changed in nearly any country for a  2^d. 
stam p, or its equivalent, and is sold for 3d. 
in G reat Britain (or 28 c. in Belgium ). It 
has only to be enclosed in a  letter to a  
correspondent in another country, whose 
answ er one wishes to p re p a y ; so  very 
sim ple, isn’t it?

But, as we said, little use is made o f it, 
in spite o f its extrem e sim plicity, as we found 
out on paying a  visit to Mr. Renson, the 
courteous ch ief o f  the H ead Post Office at 
Lidge (Belgium ). T h e following conversa
tion took p la c e :—

“  A re m any o f  the reply coupons sold at 
this office ?”

“ N o, very few. I will let you have the 
approxim ate figures in a  minute or two.’’

M r. Renson disappeared, only to reappear 
within the minute.

“ A s  I said, the sale is very sm a ll; never 
more than one hundred in a  month.”

Mr. Renson then told us that even at 
Brussels the sale only averaged ten a  day.

A fter hearing what a  few were being used, 
it struck us that perhaps the general public 
was still ignorant as to the existence o f these 
coupons, but then the Post Office can hardly 
be expected to advertise their wares.

La Revue Postale.

Sw itzerland’s Projected N ew  D esigns
M r . S imond, o f Neuch&tel, has kindly 
sent me an official Post Office circular, dated 
4 August, 1908, and numbered 83. I give a 
translation in  exteu so :—

“ W e hereby inform you that the high- 
value postage stamps, i.e. those from 20 
centimes to 3 francs, which have hitherto 
been line-engraved, are also to be the sub
ject o f a  change ; the new issue will be sur
face-printed in two colours.

“ T h e new design will show a figure of 
H elvetia sitting on a  rock, with her right 
hand leaning on a  sword, and bearing the 
federal cross on her b reast T h e figure 
stands out from a solid background of 
colour. In the lower right-hand corner a 
view o f the Alps m ay be seen, and in the 
upper part o f the stamp the value appears 
twice.

“  In addition to the values now in use, a 
new value, viz. 70 centimes, will be put on 
sale on l November.

“ T h e colours o f new stamps will be as 
follows :—
20 C>|
*5 c.
30 c. 
40 C. 
50 c. 
70 c. 

t fr. 
3 fr.

figure light yellow, background orange-red. 
light blue ,, deep blue.
greenish yellow

f'ellow 
ight green 

yellow
greenish grey 
lilac

brownish yellow, 
red-violet, 
deep green, 
deep brown, 
carmine, 
blue-violet.

“  A s  far as can be judged from the stock 
in hand o f the current issue, all the above 
values will not be issued on the sam e date. 
T he 40 c. will be the first to appear, then, in 
the order given, the 30  c., 50 c., 3  fr., 20 c., 
1 fr., 70 c., and lastly the 25 c. A ll values 
will be issued b y January', 1909.

“  Instructions are hereby given to all post 
offices to use up all they have in stock o f the 
present issue before placing the new stamps 
on sale.

“  T h e  stam ps now current will continue to 
be available for use until further notice.

“  L ater  on further orders will be issued 
specifying a  time b y  which all stam ps o f the 
issue now current must be used, when they 
will be demonetized.”

WATERMARK DETECTOR
Many Collectors experience great difficulty in 

detecting the Watermarks in some Stamps, such as 
Barbados Stars, United States, 1904 issues, etc. etc. 
We have therefore put into stock a small con
trivance for holding Benzine, which does not affect 
either the colour or the gum on a Stamp, and re
veals the watermark instantly. Thif is a most 
useful little article and is in constant use in our 
offices every day of the year.

Price is.; post-free in Great Britain, is. zd. 
Stanley Gibbon., Ltd ..
3 ft Strand, London, W .C.
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neu) Issues and Discoveries
B y  F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

/ should be meet grateful I f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
Issues o f stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be tent, which will be returned at once If 
desired, together with stamp fo r  postage / or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

Brazil.—In our stock we have found a copy 
of the 10 reis of the 1897 issue having the per
foration compound of the two varieties.

45
1897. Type 45. C entre in  f ir s t  co our.

(e) P er/, com pound 0 / 11 ,  1 1$ , a n d  ia } to 14.
9533)10 r., blue and carmine.

By courtesy of Messrs. Th. Champion & Co. 
we have been shown the two long-expected com
memorative labels just issued in Brazil. They 
are both 100 reis stamps and are both dated 
1908, and have the sign of the engravers and 
“ The American Bank Note Co., N .Y .”  at the 
bottom. One is to celebrate the opening of the 
1908 Exhibition in Rio de Janeiro, and the other 
was to commemorate the promised visit of the 
late Dom Carlos, King of Portugal. Unfortunately 
the preparations for the issue of the latter were 
too far advanced before his assassination to cancel 
them.

XI4
1998. Type 114. Issu ed  to celeb ra te the opening 0 / the 

N a tio n a l E x h ib itio n . P e r/. 12 .
715)100 r.t rose-carmine.

«5
1906. Type 115 . Issu ed  to celeb ra te the in ten ded  v is it  

o f  K in g  C arlo s 0 / P o rtu g a l. P er/, ia.
716)100 r., vermilion.

FRANK PHILL9P 8 , 301 8 tran d , London, W.O.

Danish W est Indies.—We have received the 
first three values of the new set bearing a portrait 
of King Frederick V III. They have the usual 
small Crown watermark, and are perforated
124, 13-

13 4
A ugust, 1908. Type 13. W m k. C ro w n , Type 4.

P er/. 12$, 13.
70) 5 bit, green.
71 10 ,, brick-red.
73)95 ,, blue.

Ecuador.—Messrs. Th. Champion & Co. have 
shown us the full set of seven values of the latest 
issue. We chronicled the 1 c., 5 c., 10 c., and 
20 c. in our issues of 15 and 22 August, but we 
repeat them, as we are now able to illustrate and 
number them correctly.

(Garcia Moreno.)
85

(Alfaro.)
86
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(Abelardo Moncavo.)

87

Guatem ala.—Mr. W. G. Campbell draws our 
attention to an error in our chronicle of the new 
surcharged stamps in our issue of 18 July. We 
reversed the colours of Nos. 214 and 215, the 
correct descriptions being as follows:—

214! 2 c. on 12} c ., black and blue.
215I 6 c. on 20 c. ,, purple.

P arag u ay .—Our agent in Villa Rica sends us 
quite a new provisional, a I peso, showing a view 
of the Government buildings, with the word 
o f i c i a l  added below the figure “ 1 , ”  and then 
overprinted with the word “  Habilitado”  and a 
black bar to obliterate the word o f i c i a l , thus 
transforming the stamp from an Official stamp 
into a postage stamp. The stamp has not yet 
been issued bearing the word o f i c i a l  and in an 
unsurcharged state.

This stamp will come after No. 140 in the 
Catalogue.

(Archer Harman.)

(Sivewright.)

89

40 4a
J u l y , 1908. Type 40. w ith  o f ic ia l  a d d ed  u n d er fig u re  

o f  va lu e , o verprin ted  in  black a s  Type 4a, hut space 
betw een "H abilitado" a n d  b a r 14 mm. {in stea d  p f  
7 mm.).

1 p., black and orange.

(Mount Chimborazo.)
90

Printed by Waterlow & Sons, Ltd.

J une, 1908. Types 84 to  90. V ignettes (a c. to 50 c.) 
in  black. P e r/. 14.
331
33*
333
334
335336
337

1 c., red-brown.
2 c., dull blue.
5 c., claret.

to c., ochre.
>0 c., green.
50 c., grey-black, 
x s., black.

T u r k e y .— W e h ave found three m ore varieties 
o f  the 1905 issue in our stock.

*3
1908. Type 13.
(b) P e r f  13J. 

x8oa|xo par., green. 
x8xcjxo pins., dull orange.

(c) P e r f. i2  a n d  13 }  com pound. 
i 8 i A|io  par., green.

Cotwespondence
U ruguay’ s 1882  Issue
The E ditor o f “  Gibbons Stamp Weekly ”

S I R ,— M r. D avis ’ s  letter in  yo u r issue o f  t A ugust 
is  ve ry  interesting. O n ly  fan cy reprints  b ein g  
printed o ff  alongside o f  the o r ig in a ls !

I  must sa y  I  am  sceptical about these reprints, 
so w ill M r. D a v is  subm it copies to  you, M r. 
E d ito r , and I  w ill subm it copies o f  m y  reprints.

T h e  * ' reprints ”  that I  kn o w  an d  h ave a re  for* 
g en e s, a n a  h av e  been offered to  m e both in  
M ontevideo and B uen os A ires. I  go t them  from

a collector in  M ontevideo, who w as , I  believe, 
the discoverer o f  the forgery.

T h e ir h istory is s im p le ;  they w ere m ade b v  an 
engraver and lith ograph er, an  ex-em ploye o f 
M ege and A u b r io t ; h e  w as  also  m ixed up in 
other forgeries. H is  n am e escapes m e a t  the 
present moment, but a n y  old collector in  M onte
video can  te ll M r. D a v is  h is nam e.

Y o u rs , e tc .,
G.

12.8.08.

Printed by W. B u n d o k  ft S on, Lid., Plymouth, for tbe Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibsons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
i s  September, 1908.
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Countries of the iilorld
B y  W. PERCY BARNSDALL 
G erm any
(Thurn and Taxis, N. German Confederation, and German Empire)—continued
Thurn and T a x is

AS has been explained, Thurn and 
Taxis was not a  political division 

- of Germ any, but is a  designation 
applied to the stamps issued in connection 
with the monopoly o f postage affairs 
held by the princely house o f this name. 
This monopoly dated back to the fifteenth 
century, when the Em peror Frederick 111 
granted to the T axis family the working 
of the posts in his dominions. In 1520 
the Em peror Charles created Baptiste de 
Taxis “  Postm aster-General o f the German 
or Holy Rom an Em pire,” and this office 
was made hereditary.

The Thurn and T axis  Post Office had its 
headquarters in Frankfort, and the extent o f 
its monopoly about the year 1850 has already 
been detailed. From  the latter it will be 
seen that its operation included States some 
of which used the North German currency 
of silbergroschen  and others the South 
German one o f kreu ser, thus necessitating 
two series o f stamps. Before, therefore, 
dealing with the stamps, some explanation o f 
this monetary system seems desirable.

The Northern group, with a  few exceptions, 
had for its unit the th a ler, equal to about 3s. 
of our money. T h is  was as a  rule sub
divided into 30  silbergroschen, groschen, or 
neugroschen, each o f which was equivalent 
to 12 pfen n ige. Thus in English  money 
1 silbergroschen  equalled i jd .  In Hanover 
and Brunswick the th a ler  was divided into 
24 gutegroschen  o f  12  p fen n ig e, whilst in 
Bremen 72 gro te  made up the unit. H an
over in 1858 adopted the subdivision o f 300 
pfennige =  30 groschen — 1 th a ler, thus 
coming into line except as regards the lowest 
denomination; whilst in M ecklenburg 48 
schilling  made up the thaler o f 30 groschen. 
Schleswig, Ham burg, Lubeck, and Berge- 
dorf employed the ffd m o u rg  m ark  ( is . 2d.) 
as the unit, it being divided into 16  sch illin g . 
Practically, therefore, all the currency o f 
North Germany can be reduced to silber
groschen.

The monetary unit for the Southern States

was the gu lden  or flo r in , divided into 60 
kreuzer. T h is was at one time worth 2S. 
or two-thirds o f a  th a ler, so that 3 kreu zer 
exactly equalled 1 silbergroschen. Eventu
ally the value o f the gulden fell to about 
is . 8d., but, as will be seen later, the equation 
mentioned served as the basis o f issue o f 
concurrent series o f stamps.

T he stamps o f Thurn and T ax is  were 
issued under the provisions of a  postal con
vention dated 6 April, 1850, establishing a  
Germ an-Austrian Postal Union. T his con
vention was o f much importance, since b y  it 
the postal arrangem ents over a great portion 
o f Central Europe were regulated and uniform 
rates established. By the terms o f  this con
vention stamps o f 1 kreuzer were allowed to 
correspond to the ^ silbergroschen, a  distinct 
advantage for the Southern States.

T he design o f the stam ps was after the 
model o f those o f Baden, B avaria, and 
W iirtem berg, and printed in a  sim ilar 
m anner on paper o f different colours. A  
contract for the paper was made with a 
paper-manufacturer at H anau, and another 
contract was made with C. Naumann, 
printer, a t Frankfort, for the construction o f 
the plates and the printing o f the stamps, 
which were to be in sheets o f 150, the plates 
being com posed o f separate blocks clamped 
together.

T he first issue was m ade 1 Jan u ary, 1852, 
and consisted o f four values for each divi
sion, those corresponding in the different 
currencies being o f the same colour. T h e 
stamps for the Northern States have the 
numeral o f  value enclosed in a  square-shaped 
fram e; those for the Southern have the 
numeral within a  circular fram e. T h e 
numerals are on an engine-turned ground, 
the pattern o f which differs for each value. 
The inscription to the left refers to the above- 
mentioned Germ an-Austrian Postal Union. 
These stam ps continued in use till 1859-60, 
and there were several printings, especially 
o f the i  sgr. and 1 kr., and the 1 sgr. an a 
3 kr. In  consequence m any shades are to 
be found. These first issues are scarce un-
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used in good condition, but, as the following 
prices determine, easy to obtain used.

On i  January, 1854, the rate on single 
local letters, prepaid b y stamps, posted and 
delivered in the Northern States, was reduced 
to J  sgr., and a  stam p o f this value was 
added to the series. It was sim ilar in design 
to those o f the first issue, but the value in 
the centre is on a ground o f wavy lines.

On 1 Ju ly , 1858, a  new value o f 4 pfennige 
or J  sgr. was issued for the purpose o f frank
ing printed matter under band from those 
parts served by the T hum  and T axis  office, 
where the currency was in silbergroschen, to 
other parts within the range of the office. 
T h is stam p was also o f sim ilar type to the 
rest o f the series, but the central back
ground has a  pattern resem bling numerals 
o f  “  3 ”  interlacing one another.

1 J a n u a r y ,  18 5 2 -8 . Black on coloured paper. 
Im perf

Northern District.

£ sgr., on red-brown

Unused. 
s. d.

. 2? O

Used. 
s. d. 
1 6

i  „  „  flesh • 5 O 5 0
4 >» »» green . . 80 O 0 6
t ,, ,, blue . 200 O 0 6
2 „  ,, rose . 140 O 0 8
3 „  „  yellow . • 90 O 0 6

Southern D istrict.
1 kr., on green . . .  7 6 0 3
3 „  „  blue . 120 0 0 2
6 „  „  rose . . IO0 0 0 4
9 „  „  yellow. . . 80 0 0 4
In 1859 the T h u m  and T axis  office aban

doned the use o f coloured paper and printed 
all its stam ps in colours on white paper, and 
as  the old stocks becam e exhausted those on 
white paper were substituted. But before 
an y  o f the latter stam ps were issued, two 
new values were put into circulation, viz. 
5 sgr. and 15  kr. and 10  sgr. and 30  kr. 
T h ese were on white paper, and som ewhat 
resem bled the other stam ps then current. 
T h e  inscriptions at the sides were each in one 
line instead o f two as  previously. T h e  cen
tral background o f the 5 sgr. and 15  kr. is 
com posed of a  network pattern in which the 
figures “  5”  and “  15  ’’ respectively are repeated 
in Arabic and Rom an numerals. In  the back
ground o f theothervaluesthe repetition is only 
in A rabic numerals. There were no further 
printings o f these stam ps, and they were not

ro u letled  later on like the lower values. 
Specim ens so rouletted or perforated (some 
are known thus) are unofficial and of 
no philatelic value. L arge  remainders of 
these high values were sold to dealers some 
years later, which accounts for the trifling 
prices in the Catalogue.

1859. Coloured impression on white paper. Imperf. 
Northern District.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d,

5 sgr., lilac . . . . 0 3 3 0
10 ,, orange . . . 0 4 25 o

Southern District.
15 kr., lilac . . . . 0 3 2 6
30 ,, orange . . . 0 4 12 6

T he other values printed on white paper 
are o f exactly the same types as the 1852-8 
issues, and appeared at intervals during 1859 
and i860, with the exception o f the J  sgr., 
which was not issued till 1863, the stock in 
hand printed in black on flesh being very 
large. T h e  colour o f this value had by then 
been altered, but the other values were 
printed in the sam e colours as those o f the 
paper on which they were first printed. 
T here  is one exception, viz. the 3 sgr., 
which appeared in a  red-brown shade in
stead o f yellow, and for which the writer has 
seen no explanation. A s  this value was 
changed in colour to brown in 1861 this may 
have been an intelligent anticipation, but 
the corresponding value o f 9 kr. duly ap
peared in yellow.

Fo r som e years a  3 kr. printed in green  
was looked upon as an error in the colour of 
the I kr., but the best authorities discredit 
the alleged issue and regard such stam ps as 
“ proofs.”

1859-60. Types as 1852-8. Coloured impression 
on w hite paper. Im perf.

N orthern D istrict,
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
i s g r - , brown-red . . 6 0 1 0
\  » green . • 35 0 1 6
1 ,, blue . . . 40 0 0 8
2 „ rose . . . 6 0 2 6
3 »* red-brown • • *5 0 0 10

Southern D istrict.
1 kr., green . 6 0 0 2
3 M b lu e . • » * 75 0 0 4
6 „ r o s e . . . . 60 0 3 0
9 » yellow . 80 0 2 0

( To be continued.)

PLBASB NOTB
The P rion  quoted la  the foregoing article are te tea  tram ea r publishers* la test S tock Books, set 
are, therefore, the Prices a t which S tea ler Qlbboas, L td ., w ill h ere pleasure la  supplying sat 
a t the stam ps that m ay he needed hy nay o f oar readers
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Topical tlotcs
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS
Sale o f the T urkish  “ Rem ainders"

SO M E years ago  the Turkish  Post Office 
handed over its huge remainders o f 
postage stam ps, cards, and envelopes, 

amounting to nearly 18.000,000, to the Com 
mission o f one o f the railways.

This stock was offered by the different 
Turkish em bassies in this country, France, 
Germany, and no doubt in m any other coun
tries, and we were informed that ,£8000 
would be accepted for the lot.

A sale was found to be impossible at this 
price, and eventually the stock was sold on 
21 May last in T u rkey for a  much lower 
price— probably rather under .£$000.

I understand that the stam ps are in the 
hands of wealthy m erchants o f Constanti
nople (not stam p dealers), and that they are 
offering the stock in one lot at a  high figure.

I do not think that a  sale will be effected 
at their figures, and I am  informed that they 
are prepared to keep the stam ps for som e 
years if necessary. Therefore no great re
duction in prices seems likely for some time 
to come.

So that collectors m ay know what stam ps 
are in this rem ainder, I g ive  a  translation o f 
an “ official”  list o f the stam ps it contains.

It will be noted that no perforations are 
given, and it is therefore not alw ays possible 
to say to which number in our Catalogue a 
particular lot refers, but to guide collectors I 
attach a list o f our Catalogue numbers as 
nearly correct as  I can fix them without see
ing the stamps.

TURKEY.

Cat. Nos. Date. Value and Colour.
No. of 
Stamps 
in the 

Remain* 
tier.

*3 *864-5 10 paras, green 
20 „  yellow

*5.657
14 & 20 u 55.4**
15&21 u f pias., lilac 6,195

8,406l6 & 22 ,, * „  pearl-grey
*7 „ 2 ,, deep blue *583*5
26 1866-7 s „  blue *87*0
18 1864-5 5 ,, carmine-rose 4*>*70
*7 1867 5 »» red 30,004

3*3 1864-5 10 paras, deep brown **78453
3*4 ,, t pias. „ 376. I*s
3*5 2 ,. brown «7.*46
3*6 ,, 6Xt386
3*7 •t 25 ,, deep brown *.469

42-43 1871 20 paras, green 
x pias., yellow

83S
3* 1868-9 31,409
47 1870-1 2 „  brick-red *67,585
37 1868-9 5 .. p e y  

5 »  Blue
14.*8l

*.495.85*34 ,,
35,36 

38
„ S t.i light blue 446,730

1*867
25 „  light red *5.99*

318 20 paras, ight brown 2,620
3*3 1868-9 20 ,, brown 2 820
326 5 piastre, brown, dark 

border
206,472

3*7
*874-5

*5 88 18 
1 pits., yellow

213
63 *.439

Cat. Nos. Date. Value and Colour,
No. of 
Stamps 
In tbe 

Remain, 
dcr.

45 *870-1 2 pias., red 59.*33333». 336 „ t ,, light brown
335* 337 ,, 2 ,, deep brown 69.209
334, 338 <> 5 M >. 8. *.3*7.949

_ .3.39 . *5 .8
S ee  Note A i 87j - j 10 paras, deep yellow *3962 1874-5 20 .. green *.S*4

116,60469 l 875-6 10 „  ( i  Pie) violet
70 „ 20 rt Pre) green 42,208
7* 50 i. (*$ Pre), deep 

rose
5* 1.437

7* ” „  (2 Pre), light 
brown

3.**8

73
1876

5 pia . (5 Pre), blue 182,131
64 10 paras, lilac 456,970
65 || 20 ,, green 971,064
67 ,| 1 pias., yellow 78,403
67a „ 1 „  deep yellow 1,212,627
80

*876-7
to paras, black on lilac 103,205

82 so „  blue on yellow 589.S«o
83 ,| 2 pias., black oh 60$,274

(Note B) 84
yellow

5 „  red on blue
85

1880
25 „  dull red on rose 20,607

86 20 paras, black on rose 2,625
88 i88t 5 „  black on yellow 136,068
s i (?) 1881-2 20 ,, greyish 161,217
83

1884
2 pias., brick-red 553.0*490 10 paras, black on deep 127,506

104
•• to „  green on light 

green
372,982

105, 106 ,, 20 ,, red
107, 108 18 1 pias., blue on bluish 495.778109 88 2 „  deep yellow on 

pale yellow
275.607

n o
l886

5 „  deep brown 198,568
112 5 paras, black *57.374

x*4. **9 ,, a pias., orange 710,261.
**5 ,, 5 ,, greenish 105,898
1*7 ,, 25 ,, brown 6.377

>76,99*128 1888 s paras, green
129 „ 2 pias., luac 576,74.130 ,, 5 „  brown on grey 100,560
*3* ,, 25 ,, red on yellow 10,108

267,803340. 34** „ 20 paras, black
34* .8 1 pias. „ .49,485
34*

1890
2 ,, ,,
2 „  deep yellow

333.99°
I37t *4* 516,429

Not cata
logued

88 * » greenish on 
yellow

4,650

*38, *43 ” 5 ,, yellow on grey 168,853

EASTERN ROUMELIA.
*3 1880-x 5 paras, black on 

yellow
9*

*5 ,, 20 ,, black on rose 196,610
16, 17- 1 pias., black on blue 6,861

18
1884

5 „  red on blue *2,7**30 10 paras, green 198,170
31 u 5 ,. violet 198,420

Not issued „ 20 ,, r>jse 498.759
Not issued 8. 1 pias., blue .96,300

Also about 139,000 envelopes and 158,000 post cards.
_ N otb A.—I cannot identify this stamp. In the official 

list it is entered as 4410 Paras jaune foned, 1878-3, 1288.44 
It is the only stamp in the list with the Mohammedan 
J* 1288." ( It may be part of a sheet o f 20 paras, printed 
in error in the colour of the 1 piastre, and of which the 
rest has been sold.

I*?otb B.—It would be interesting to examine this lot 
and see if any sheets contain the error 25 piastres in the 
colout of the s piastres.

All the dates and colours are given as in the official list 
| of the remainders, and not as in our Catalogue.
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R ecord  Dates o f  Victoria Stamps
IN the M on thly y o u rn a l for M ay, 1907, 
Mr. L . L . R . Hausburg published a  list o f 
the earliest dates he had met with on 
Victoria stamps.

Mr. \V. R . Rundell, of Melbourne, who has 
been over here on a visit for some months, 
has been good enough to allow me to in
spect his collection, and has given me the 
following list o f V ictoria stam ps which he 
has (mostly on letters) with dates earlier j 
than those given by Mr. Hausburg.

In all cases the numbers quoted are those 
o f Stanley Gibbons 1908 Catalogue.

Catalogue
No. Hausburg. Rundell.

44- 45 ■ 7- 6-59 3°- 5-59
62 25. 7 60 21. 1-59
64 16. 4.59 19. 2.59
70 1. 5.60 ■ 5- 9-59
72 26. 9.60 23. 7-bo
73 8.61 22. 7.61
740 No date mentioned 28. 9.61
83 is. 2.61 31. 7.60
87 4.11.62 15. 9.62
90 12 .11.62 15.10.62
91 No date mentioned 2. 5.60
92 25.10 62 10. 6.62
93° No date mentioned 18. 3.65
95 23. 1.62 23.12.61

■°5 27.10.64 17.10.64
99 2 1.2 .6 8 14.10.67

112 No date mentioned 28.12.66
107 2 .1 .6 5 22. 6.64
J06 21. 2.66 2. 2.66
■'5 No date mentioned 25. 1.65
10$a 25- ■ 1-64 24.11.64
108 3.U .63 ■ 5. 9.63
IOO 3L 3 64 ■ 9- 3 64
100a 27. 1 64 25. 1.64
■ 5' 4. 7.68 29.10.66
■ 3 ' 4.65 14. 4.66
122 27.11.67 2. 9 67
125 22. 1.68 3°- 8.67
120 21. 9-68 17. 8.68
■ 53 No date mentioned 21.12 .67

■ 55 00 bo 1 25 .11.70 ? 
1 23. 4.74

146 to. 7.76 16. 5.76
■ 59 28.12.77 ? 3-77
162 No date mentioned 2$, 2.70
167 ■ i. 6.77 ■ 0. 4-74
168 No date mentioned 25- 5-78
>7« *» 29. 5.76
172 »» 21. 7-77
■73 »» 21. 3.78
■  74 »» 14. 4.78
■ 77 1 0 . 1.75 ■  5- i -74
■ 77 No date mentioned 2.10.73
17* H 27. 6-75

. 178 ,, 20. 3.78
■  78 „ i. 3.78
■79 »* 3° .  3-78
X82 >» 16. 9.79
112 22- 3-79 7. 2.79

South and Central Americans
I n commenting on a few notes I recently 
published in this paper on these stamps, 
T he P h ila te lic  R ecord  for A ugust states

We may give some of our readers pleasure 
during the coming season by drawing attention to 
certain South and Central American countries, 
the stamps of which are certainly worthy of the 
notice of the earnest collector and philatelist.

I am  very pleased to see this note, and 
shall look forward to some interesting read
ing. There is yet much to be learnt about 
Guatem ala, Costa R ica, N icaragua, Colom
bia and her States, Peru, U ruguay, Argen
tine, etc. etc., and articles on any o f these 
countries from the pens o f the earnest phila
telists o f the M anchester school will be read 
and studied by all who are keen philatelists.

The Postage Stam ps, etc.,
o f the F iji Islands

I h a v e  pleasure in announcing that I have 
written a short work under the above title 
which we shall publish in October as one of 
the series o f The S ta n ley  Gibbons P hilatelic 
H andbooks. T he work is now being printed; 
it is sim ilar in get-up and size to the publica
tions o f the Royal Philatelic Society and 
contains fourteen chapters, and there are 
numerous illustrations in the text, and in ad
dition there are fifteen full-size sheets of 
photogravure reproductions.

A t present I am unable to state the price, 
but it is rather expensive, owing to the 
high cost o f the plates.

Russian Stam p Frauds
N e a r l y  three-quarters o f a  million sterling 
has been stolen in the past three years from 
the Russian Post Office Departm ent by a 
gan g  o f swindlers, headed b y  a  post office 
official o f Moscow. O ver a score o f arrests 
have been made in and about Moscow and 
in W arsaw. T he M oscow official advertised 
for used stamps, and bought them in 
millions, both in R ussia and in Germany. 
These were sent to W arsaw, where the post
m arks were cleaned off, and the stamps, 
made up in packets o f thousands, returned 
to Moscow. T h e y  were sold mostly in 
small shops that m ake a business in Russia 
o f keeping a  stock o f  postage stam ps to save 
the public the endless delays involved in a 
visit to a  Russian post office. Numbers 
were also disposed o f at the Moscow head 
post office by the official interested, who 
offered them to impatient customers tired of 
waiting their turn in the queue.

T h e m odus operan di o f the W arsaw Jews 
accused o f cleaning used stam ps is simple 
in the extreme. It is said that nothing 
more is needed to remove the Russian post
marks than to soak the stam ps for a time in 
petroleum, after which they are dried, and 
only an expert eye can then detect the fraud.
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It is believed the frauds extend much beyond 
what has yet been discovered, as large 
quantities o f bill stamps have also been 
found to be clever forgeries. These stamps 
are not susceptible to the cleaning process, 
as the usual way o f defacing them, at any 
rate in large offices, is with a perforating 
machine.—Stan dard , 27 August, 1908.

As is often the case, the Russian authori
ties have to thank the stamp dealers for 
posting them up about these frauds. Some 
three months ago we received certain com
munications from Poland which clearly 
pointed to fraud. W e immediately sent the 
correspondence to the postal authorities in 
Russia, and congratulate them upon the 
clean sweep they have made o f the guilty 
parties.

Speculations in Stam ps
At the Norwich Bankruptcy Court on 
Wednesday, before Mr. R eg istrar Cooke, 
the public examination took place o f the 
Rev. Edw ard Peers W ickham , late of 
Norwich, and also lately residing in Ripley 
Road, W est W orthing, clerk in H oly Orders, 
whose gross liabilities were given as £70 2  
18s. 4d., expected to rank ,£691 5s. iod., and 
deficiency .£659 3s. 4d. In reply to the 
Official Receiver, debtor said he took orders 
in November, 1903, and was at once insti
tuted as curate at St. Jam es ’s Church, 
Norwich, his stipend being £  i 30 as a 
deacon, and eighteen months after that 
£150. At that time he had about £ 7 0  in 
hand, and all his liabilities were created 
while he was in Norwich. In January last 
he left Norwich in order to see his mother, 
who was ill, he having resigned the curacy 
six months previously, and while aw ay he 
also was taken ill. H is circumstances were 
involved, and in March, through a  Bexhill 
solicitor, he executed a  deed o f assignment 
to one creditor. Subsequently he heard 
that other creditors would not assent to this, 
and that one o f them, a money-lender, 
intended to make him bankrupt. H e had 
had several loans from money-lenders, once 
borrowing £ 19 0  in three months, and this

money was chiefly for current expenses. 
He was a stam p collector, and a  specialist 
in those from particular countries. In order 
to complete his collections o f those coun
tries, he bought whole collections from 
other people, and sold what he did not want. 
In Novem ber he bought a collection for 
£ 14 0 , and had since split it up and sold it 
for £ 3 8 , as some of the stam ps which he 
thought valuable proved worthless. In fif
teen years he had been engaged in stamp 
transactions amounting to £6cxx>, while he 
had been involved in several litigations 
which cost him £200 . T he examination was 
closed.— S u ssex  N ew s, 28 August, 1908.

Mr. W ickham  has found am ateur stamp 
dealing does not pay. A  very consider
able knowledge is required, and I am 
told that M r. W ickham  bought collections 
containing repaired stam ps which were not 
marked as repaired, and which he valued at 
high prices when he bought the collections, 
but found to be worth only a  sm all propor
tion o f catalogue value when he cam e to 
sell them.

Description o f  N ew  Stock  B ooks arranged
and priced during the last w eek

G am bia a n d  G e ld  Coast.
A  f a ir l y  representative book of these popu
lar little countries.

V ictoria,
Two really good books, very strong in fine 

used stam ps o f the early issues, as we have 
included a  large number o f stamps from the 
large correspondence we recently purchased.

Some interesting blocks and strips, and 
m any plate flaws, etc., are included, which 
will be o f use to the advanced collector, and 
to those less advanced. An early choice of 
the superb copies will be found to be advan
tageous.

L ago s a n d  S ie rra  Leone.

A  good book o f these two popular W est 
African countries, alm ost all issues well re
presented in both used and unused.

J\ Hovel Competition
AN office boy has collected twenty-five 

stamps with various portraits and 
~ scenes depicted upon them, and has 

written under each starqp h is  idea o f what 
the designs on the stamps actually represent.

We insert his description o f his stamps, 
and will give prizes as below to the readers 
who fill in most correctly the Catalogue types 
of the real stam ps which the descriptions 
represent T he following conditions must 
be observed:—

1. All answers to be sent in by I December,
1908.

2. All answers to be made by the types of illus
trations in Stanley Gibbons 1908 Catalogue 
and Supplement.

3. AH answers must be on the printed forms pro
vided and sent free in this paper ; any extra 
number o f forms may be sent in, and blank 
forms can be supplied at one penny each 
post free.
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4. Id filling up (he entry forms it is only neces- 
sary to put the name of the country and the 
number of the illustration in our Catalogue ; 
the Catalogue number of the stamp is not 
wanted.

T he prizes will be as fo llow s:—
1st prize. Sets o f  Stam ps value £ $  o  o  
2nd ,, Packets „  „  2 0 0
3rd „  Publications „  x o  o

T he following is the letter from the
“ Office B o y ” :—
Too the Rite Honbul Pressident Fillups of Sir 

Tainly Givems Kumpnay.
Onnerd Sir,

Yore Royle Eyeness, Greetin, ’ow are ycr 
my Printz of Flat Lists—and Marster Frank and 
orle the rest of the fambly, abel to sit up and 
take a littel nurrishment I  ope. Bein dotti too I 
venchur to offer you a sugestshun. The Sitty of 
London Flat Lists had a Kompetishun the other 
day as to 00 shud send in the best lot of Twenti 
fife stamp Porkrakes. I  sent in a lot—sneeked 
offn mi guvner, 00s a dotti Flat List too, but 
they giv me nuffin but a vote of thanks wich dont 
ermont ter much even wif suggor an lemmon. 
Thay sed summer my lots waz subjicks not pork
rakes an those as waz Porkrakes I'd  been and 
giv the rong names to. Orle I can say is as the 
fokes waz more like the wans I  sed than their- 
selves so I send the lot onter you thinkin you 
mite set your readers a guessin 00 thay are from mi 
deskripsnuns and the wan that gesses most rite you 
kan giv sumpn outer the bean bag. Ferinstans won* 
ner mi lotz waz that grate big plaster number 553 
in yore list of United StatesHyou call this yer wun 
“ Franklin’* I mayntayn its the “ Grate L ic k ”

(Founder of the Grate American observe-a*Tory) 
so called because thay had to keep boyze to do 
nutthin else but lik them. Wot a life ! Livin’ 
on gum ! I rekin I aint arf tikked orf them 
suphragets in sum er mi selekshuns ! Well. So* 
long.

Rite soon.
Yours Feckshemutly,

O f f ic e  B ov.

T h e following is the list o f stam ps with j 
their description by the “ Office Boy.”
No. 1

f t 2
t f 3
f t 4
f t

f t

5
6

t»

>»
71
8

f t 9 >
f t 10
t f 1 1
f t 12
f t ■3
f t 14
t f

f t
15
16

f t

f t

>7
18

f t 19
t f 20
f t 21
„ 22
t f 23

f t 24
f t 25

A Pleesman.
Bufler Bill.
Unkel Remus.
Queer Hardie.
C. J .  Fillups.
Sir Wilyum Ilarkort.

Suphraget Butee Show.

Suphragets after the Erf.
Watin for a Tram in a fog.
Suphraget Droppin on Men.
Our Lidy of the Snows.
Plukkin chikkens in a hot kitchen. 
Venus H el pin the Cook.
E  Pie or Nix. The Erly Burd.
The Mishin Link.
Cotter Bowling Temp. 1 20°.
Mokes at Margit.
Hakkensmit Restlin.
Mr. Munki Bran, wont wash cloze. 
Sampel of Lundin Water.
Wot Vasko sore goin’ home after a nite 

of it.
L .C .C . Stemebote.
My ole Pal Jumbo—Wat O the Zoo.

Twentieth Century Colonials
n Guide to the Postal Adhesives of the British Empire 
Issued during the first Six Years of the Twentieth Centura
Oanuary, I90l-3une, 1907)
W r i t t e n  a n d  C o m p i l e d  b y  D .  B .
PART II—continued
British Possessions in Asia-
North Borneo

NO R T H  B O R N E O , or more correctly 
speaking British North Borneo, com 
prises, as the title infers, the northern 

portion o f the island of that nam e, which is 
the third largest in the world.
• T he territories which form this British 

protectorate are 30,000 square miles in area, 
and were ceded to Great Britain by the 
Sultan o f Brunei in 1842, and formerly con
stituted the State o f the same name. In 
1881 the control o f this portion o f the British 
Em pire was leased to a  private company, 
which was incorporated under R o ya l W arrant 
in London on 1 Novem ber o f that year,

A R M S T R O N G
(C O P Y R IG H T  R E S E R V E D .)

■ continued
under the title o f the British North Borneo 
Company. In organization it is similar to 
the old. Honourable E a st  India Company 
and the Chartered Com pany o f British 
South Africa, and is privileged to administer 
sovereign power within its own dominions, 
to draw up its own code o f laws, to main
tain its own form o f government, and to 
keep a  standing arm y, etc. In 1888, to
gether with Brunei and Saraw ak, it was 
placed under British protection.

T he country is mountainous and unhealthy, 
but on the whole fertile and rich in mineral 
resources. It produces opium, edible birds 
nests, timber, tobacco, sago, rice; gums
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gutta-percha, cocoanuts, rattans, etc., for 
export; whilst, in addition, sugar, tapioca, 
and gam bier are cultivated in large quanti
ties, and coal and gold are mined for.

The interior o f the country is densely 
wooded and mountainous, the highest peak 
being Mount K ina Balou, 13,700 feet, a  view 
of which figures on the current 18 cents 
postage stamp o f the country. The popula
tion is estimated at 175,000, composed chiefly 
of Malays, with some Indian and Chinese 
traders, who, attracted b y the superior re
sources o f the country, have immigrated from 
the adjacent colony o f Labuan, whilst the 
interior o f the country is peopled by aboriginal 
tribes o f D yaks given to head-hunting and 
cannibalism.

The country is being rapidly developed, 
the trade being chiefly in the hands o f private 
concerns who have received concessions from 
the British Borneo Com pany itself. A  rail
way has recently been built connecting Beau
fort with the town o f Jesselton, on-G aya Bay, 
a distance o f fifty-six miles, and another is 
in course o f construction connecting the 
capital Sandakan with Brunei, the chief town 
of that State. Sandakan is linked by cable, 
via Labuan, with both H ong K ong and 
Singapore, and also possesses a telephone 
system. Fo r the m aintenance o f order a  
force o f D yak  armed constabulary is main
tained by the Com pany under British officers, 
with one machine and four mountain guns. 
For administrative purposes the country is 
divided into ten districts, each with a  white 
Resident, and subject to the supreme con
trol of a  resident Governor, who is appointed 
by the Board o f Directors subject to the 
approval o f the Secretary o f State. The 
laws o f the country are based upon the Indian 
Penal Code.

British North Borneo has an extensive 
coast-line, nearly 900 miles in length, which 
contains m any excellent harbours. The 
capital and chief port is Sandakan, situate 
on the north-east coast o f the island, and 
having a population o f about 7000. T h e other 
important towns are G aya, Jesselton, Kudat, 
Silam, and Mempakol.

C urrency.— too cents =  $ 1  = 2 s . 4d.
British North Borneo entered the Postal 

Union 14 February, 1891.
Stamps first issued in 1883.
Reference to the doubtful methods em

ployed by this Com pany in connection with 
its postal issues, has already been made in 
the preceding chapter on Labuan. In 
January, 1906, however, the fiat went forth 
that no more stam ps were to be cancelled 
to order for sate :o dealers, and that no 
stamps were, under any circumstances, to be 
defaced excepting those which had actually 
passed through the post. N o mention was 
made, unfortunately, as to whether the 
practice o f having the current series on

sale at the British North Borneo Company’s 
offices in London was also to be discon
tinued.

About Ju ly , 190 1, two new values were 
added to the current series o f these terri
tories, o f the denominations o f to and 16 
cents respectively. Like the remaining 
values o f the series, they were o f a  pictorial 
nature and handsome design. T he former 
shows a  Bruang or M alay tree-climbing bear, 
one o f the fauna o f the cou ntry; whilst the 
latter has for its central design a  view of 
a  Borneo forest, showing one o f the trains 
on the new railway from Jesselton to Beau
fort passing through. The stamps are in
scribed STATE OF NORTH BORNEO at the top, 
and POSTAGE & REVENUE, and have the 
value in words in English at the foot, and in 
numerals in circles in all four corners o f the 
design, with inscriptions in Arabic and 
M alay at either side o f the stam p on decora
tive panels.

Ju ly  (?), 1901.
New values. Oblong pictorial designs. No 

wmk. Per/. 14, 1$. Engraved and printed  
by Messrs. IVaterlow &  Sonst in  London, in  
sheets o f 100 ; ten rows o f ten. Centres in  
second colours.

to cents, slate-lilac and brown.
16 ,, chestnut and green.

North Borneo had been placed under 
British protection in 1888, but having ex- 
hausted every other excuse for the issue o f a  
new series o f postage stamps, the whole o f 
the current series . o f the State was over
printed with the words BRITISH PROTECTO
RATE, in order that this fact might not be 
lost sight o f by an unsympathetic and forget
ful public. T h e subjoined is the official an
nouncement made by the Secretary o f the 
Com pany on the occasion o f this issue :—  

North Borneo having been a British Protecto
rate for some years, the Court of Directors 
decided that, in order to make this fact more 
generally known, the stamps should be sur
charged accordingly.

A ll values with the exception o f the 10  
and 16  c., listed above, and the $ 1  denomina
tion were placed on sale on 8 October, 190 1, 
the 10  and 16  c. receiving this overprint in 
the following Ju ly , whilst the $ 1  was not 
issued with this surcharge until January, 1904.

1901-4.
Designs o f 1897-1902 surcharged B R IT ISH  PRO

TECTO RA TE in  two lines, in  ta ll thin capitals> 
in various coloured inkst the colours o f which 
are indicated by in itials given after each value 
thus: P . , re d ;  B l., b lu e; B .t black; G., 
green. Engraved, printed, and overprinted 
by Messrs. IVaterlow dr* Sons9 in  London. No 
wmk. Perf. 14 /0 15 . Centres in  second colours. 
Designs as described.

1 c., black and bistre-brown (Dyak chief)» R.
2 c., green and black (Malay stag), R.
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1
3 c., dull purple and green (Palm tree), B.
4 c., carmine and black (Ourangoutang)), G.
5 c ., orange-vermilion and black (Argus phea

sant), G.
6 c ., deep brown and black (Badge of Com

pany), R.
8 c., dull purple and black (Malay dhow), Bl. 

IOC., slate-violet and brown (Bruang), R.
12  c., dull blue and black (Crocodile), R.
16 c., chestnut and green (Railway train), B.
18 c., green and black (Mt. Kina Balou), R.
24 c., lake and blue (Arms of Company), B.
25 c., indigo (Badge of Company), R.
50 c., violet (Arms of Company), R.
$ 1 ,  scarlet (Arms of Company), B.

T he values from 1 c. to 24 c. o f the above 
series were surcharged in complete sheets o f 
one hundred, in ten rows o f ten, from stereo
type plates at two impressions, fifty stamps 
or one half-sheet being overprinted at each 
operation ; a  horizontal row of five sur
charges being set up and ten stereos taken 
therefrom, and arranged one above the other 
for overprinting fifty stamps at one time. 
T h e higher denominations are printed in 
sheets o f fifty stam ps only, and are so sur
charged, fresh stereos being used for the 
overprinting o f these values, arranged in 
five rows o f five capable o f surcharging one 
half-sheet o f these stam ps at each impres
sion. T he surcharge on the denominations 
o f 2 c., 8 c., 10  c , 16 c., and 18 c. is much 
closer together than on the remaining values.

Shade.
In a  printing made about June, 1904, the 

6 c. denomination o f  the above series re
ceived the overprint in a  shade o f carmine 
quite distinct front the red ink first em 
ployed.
6 c., deep brown and black, with surcharge in 

carmine instead of red.

Varieties.
A ll stam ps in the third and seventh vertical 

rows o f the sheets o f the first printing o f  the 
t o e .  value with the BRITISH p r o t e c t o r a t e  
surcharge have the full stop omitted after the 
word PROTECTORATE, this variety being 
corrected in subsequent printings. T h e 6 c. 
also exists with this sam e variety, but I do 
not know in what position on the sheets 
nor in what quantities. T h is variety also 
occurred as No. 40 on the first sheets o f the 
25 c. denomination overprinted, but only 
about one hundred copies are known, as the 
error was corrected in the second printing o f 
this value, the first consisting o f one hundred 
sheets only.

No stop after PROTECTORATE.
6 c ., deep brown and black (red surcharge).

10 c., slate-lilac and brown (red surcharge).
25 c., indigo (red surcharge).

One sheet o f the 25 c. denomination was 
discovered with the surcharge on h alf the 
sheet inverted. A s  has been explained above, 
the stamps were overprinted at two opera
tions, half the sheet o f twenty-five stamps 
being overprinted at one impression. In 
this manner twenty o f the stam ps had the 
inverted surcharge, and there were five pairs 
across the centre o f the sheet which were 
tete-beche.

Inverted Overprint.
25 c ., indigo (red surcharge).
Tile-beehe in horizontal pairs.
25 c., indigo (red surcharge).

B y  way o f using up an unnecessarily large 
stock o f certain values o f unsurcharged 
stam ps o f som e o f the older issues o f the 
State, nine values o f the series o f 1894 and 
1897 were uniformly surcharged “ 4 cents" 
and so  issued. These stam ps were entirely 
unnecessary and purely speculative in origin, 
and were for the most part sold to dealers 
from the Com pany’s offices in London in 
complete sets, either unused or cancelled to 
order, and it is doubtful i f  any o f the sur
charged stam ps ever saw Sandakan at all. 
T h ey  were issued about Novem ber,5 19044

1904.
Various denominations o f the issues oj 1894-7. 

Surcharged “ 4 cents”  in  two lines in  black. 
Engraved, printed, and overprinted by Messrs. 
Waterlow 6 ° Sons tn London, No wmk, Perf. 
14, 15. Centres in  second colour.

4 c. on 5 c., vermilion and black (Argus phea
sant).

4 c. on 6 c., deep brown and black (Badge of 
Company).

4 c. on 8 c., rose-red and black (Malay dhow).
4 c. on 12 c., dull blue and black (Crocodile).
4 c. on 18 c., green and black (Mount Kina 

Balou).
4 c. on 24 c., lake and blue (Arms of Company). 
4 c. on 2$ c., indigo (Badge of Company).
4 c. on 50 c., violet (Arms of Company).
4 c. on $ t ,  scarlet (Arms of Company).

Varieties.
One sheet o f  the 4 c. on 6 c. o f the above 

series has been discovered with the over
print inverted.

Inverted Surcharge.
4 c. on 6 c., deep brown and black.

In  August o f the following year an appar
ently genuine demand for this denomination 
arose in the State itself, and three o f the 
high values o f  the current series were sur
charged in a  sim ilar manner to the series 
listed above, not in London, but in Sanda
kan itself, and were on sale there for a  short 
time only.
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High values o f 1881. Surcharged “ 4 cents”  in 
two lines in black, in  the B ritish  North Borneo 
Company's press at Sandahan, in  complete sheets 
of fifty stamps, in ten rows o f fiv e . Large 
square stamps. No wmk. P erf. 14. Engraved  
and printed by Messrs, Waterlow S r Sons in 
London.
4 c. on $2, dull green (Arms of Company).
4 c. on $5, mauve (Arms of Company).

A new stamp of the value o f $2  waftsdded 
in February o f the same year to the series 
surcharged Br i t i s h  p r o t e c t o r a t e , the de
signation being superimposed in red upon 
the 82 stamp o f 1888, whilst late in that year, 
in November, a  further supply o f the $ 1 ,  
scarlet, with the same overprint was issued, 
the surcharge being, however, this time in 
red like the two dollars instead o f black as 
originally. O f this latter stam p only a  very 
small quantity was surcharged in red, and 
by the beginning o f February, 1906, all 
were exhausted, and a  fresh printing pre
sumedly made with the black overprint.

February and Novem ber, 1905.
High denominations o f 1888. Overprinted 

BRITISH  p r o t e c t o r a t e  in  ta ll thin capitals, 
in two lines, in  red. Large square stamps. No 
wmk. P erf. 14. Engraved, printed, and
overprinted by Messrs. W aterlow S r Sons.

$ 1 ,  scarlet.
$2, dull green.

Unpaid Letter Stamps.
About October, 1901, a  series o f Unpaid 

Letter stamps, sim ilar to that overprinted for 
use in Labuan in the preceding Ju ly , was 
issued for use in this Protectorate, and was, 
of course, also placed on sale at the London 
offices o f the Company. T h e series con
tained nine values identical with those sur
charged for the island colony, the designs 
being partly those o f 1897 issue o f the State, 
and the rem ainder those issued in 1900. As 
has already been stated under L a b u a n , these 
stamps could, until 1 January, 1906, be pur
chased over the counter at the Com pany’s 
post offices, or could be obtained in London, 
either unused or cancelled to order, in com
plete sets ; but since that date they have 
only been allowed to be affixed to letters, 
upon which there was a  charge to collect, 
by the postal officials themselves.

O ctober (?), 1901.
Regular series o f 1897-1900. Surcharged p o s t a g e  

DUE in ta ll thin sans-sertf capitals in  one line, 
in black, vertically1 No wmk. Perf. 14, 15. 
Engraved, printed, and overprinted by .Messrs. 
Waterlow <&* Sons in  London, Centres in  
second colours. Designs as described.

5 c., orange-vermilion and black (Argus
pheasant).

6 c., deep brown and black (Badge of Company). 
8 c., brown-purple and black (Malay dhow).

12  c. dull blue and black (Crocodile).
18 c., green & black (View of Mount Kina Balou). 
24 c., red and blue (Arms of Company).

Varieties.
The following varieties exist on stam ps o f 

this series, but I have no particulars as to 
their numbers or positions on the sheets. 

F u ll stop after d u e .
3 c., dull purple and olive-green (Palm tree).
5 c., orange-vermilion and black (Argus 

pheasant).
Surcharged horizontally instead o f vertically.

8 c., brown-purple and black (Malay dhow).
Same, and slop after d u e .

8 c., brown-purple and black.
In Ju ly , 1904, four values o f the current 

series o f the State overprinted BRITISH 
p r o t e c t o r a t e  were issued additionally 
surcharged p o s t a g e  d u e  horizontally in 
one line in black, between the two words 
o f the first surcharge, for use as Unpaid 
Letter stamps, and in Decem ber o f the 
sam e year a  further value, viz. 1 c ., was 
added to this series.

19 0 4 .
Series o f 1901-4 surcharged B R IT ISH  PROTECTO

R A T E  additionally overprinted po stag e  d u e  
horizontally in  one Hue in  black, between the 
words B r i t i s h  and p r o t e c t o r a t e . N o wmk. 
Perf. 14, 15. Wove paper. Engraved,
printed, and overprinted by Messrs. Waterlow 
Sr Sons in  London. Centres in second colours.

1 c., brown-ochre and black (Dyak chief).
2 c., green and black (Roussa or Malay stag).
4 c., carmine and black (Ourangoutang).
5 c., orange-vermilion and black (Arguspheasant). 
8 c., dull purple and black (Malay dhow).

Variety.
T he variety o f the 8 c. value without the 

stop after protectorate was likewise sur
charged and issued as above.

No stop after PRO TECTO RATE. Surcharged 
p o s t a g e  d u e .

8 c., dull purple and black (Malay dhow).
On some of the sheets of 5 c. stamps sur

charged p o s t a g e  d u e  the tops of some of 
the letters in the word POSTAGE failed to 
print satisfactorily, thus giving the word the 
appearance of p u s ia g e .

p u s i a g b  instead o f POSTAGE DUE.
5 c., orange-vermilion and black (Argus pheasant).

About 1 1  Ju ly , 1906, the 2 c. value o f 
the above Postage Due series made its 
appearance with the words p o s t a g e  DUE 
printed across the top o f the stamp instead 
o f  between the words Br i t i s h  and p r o 
t e c t o r a t e .2  c., green and b lac k  (R o ussa  o r  M ala y  stag).

3  c ., dull purple and olive-green  (P a lm  tree).
4  c., carm ine and b lack  (O urangoutang).

Surcharge at top instead o f in  centre o f stamp. 
2  c. green and b lack  (R o u ssa  or M a la y  stag).

(To be continued.)
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Cataloguers and Colour-names
B y  “ F O R M I C A ”

A s  any one who has tried housekeeping 
knows, fortune and a  blessing await 
the man who shall invent a  fresh 

anim al to provide joints which m ay serve to 
break the monotony o f beef and mutton ; in 
the same way blessings would certainly be 
showered upon any one who could suggest 
to a  harassed cataloguer h a lf a  dozen en
tirely fresh colour-names. In  the early days 
it was simple enough ; red, blue, yellow, 
green, brown, and black, with an occasional 
mauve or violet, served well enough to 
describe stam ps which were m ostly all in 
one co lou r; but the advent o f aniline dyes 
and art shades has put a very heavy tax 
upon his ingenuity, and recourse must be 
had to very composite descriptions, some o f 
which sound more like racing colours than 
anything else : apricot, black cap— I mean 
centre. I don’t think apricot actually occurs 
in S .G ., but it must be a close candidate. 
Vegetables, flowers, and fruits are freely 
drawn upon, chestnut, myrtle, olive, sage, 
and, at Mr. Luff's suggestion, reseda (don’t 
be alarm ed, this is only a  fancy name for 
mignonette !). The only wonder is that gin
ger and mustard have not been pressed into 
the service ; then “  maize ” ; I wonder how 
m any philatelists know exactly what shade 
maize is until they see the stamp, or i f  they 
know even then !

There is one thing about using these fancy 
colour-names : you are not likely to be con
tradicted ! 1 did once venture to question
the suggestions o f a  cataloguing friend of 
mine. “  I say, old chap,”  I asked him, “ do 
you think that is quite a  ‘ c laret’ ? ”  “ W ell, 
what else would you call i t ? ”  he said ; and 
when I suggested “  Burgundy,”  he got quite 
annoyed, billy , I call i t ; 1 was only trying 
to help him.

O f course, different people do see the 
sam e colour in a  different light and call it 
som ething else ; even the same person does 
not see it alike on two different days. T ak e  
this friend o f mine, for instance; it’s all a  
m atter o f liver with him : he comes up one 
morning in a  very good temper, feeling pretty 
f i t ; a  new stam p has ju st arrived, and he cata
logues it, say, “ rosy la k e ” ; or, i f  things are 
not going very well with him (the kid was 
fretful in the night, and the breakfast toast 
was burnt), then that stamp goes down to 
posterity as “ dull magenta.”  T h at’s a  sad 
fate for a  stamp, to be labelled “ dull m a
genta."

T h e  great stumbling-block o f m any o f 
those who compile catalogues seems to be 
our old friend “ m auve." M auve is used as

a  generic term for any colour with red and 
blue in i t  N ow  I can’t describe to you 
what “  m auve”  really is, but I know it when 
I see it, and to m y eyes it must have a  large 
predominance o f  red over blue ; i f  the pre
dominance is the other way, it m ay be violet 
or possibly purple, as used by most cata
loguers. T h e real T yrian  purple (irop̂ i/poDs) 
seem s to have been what we should now 
probably call “  crimson,”  which is really the 
shade o f “ royal purple.” O f course, the 
colour-names used in an y catalogue must be 
more or less com parative ; that is to say, the 
great thing is to describe the stam p near 
enough to recognize it. I f  there is only one 
green stamp o f one shade in the set, “ green" 
plain and sim ple is quite good enough ; but 
i f  the shades differ with successive printings, 
they must be distinguished in som e w ay for 
the benefit o f the specialist, and the result is 
a  list as  follows, taken from our publishers’ 
C ata lo gu e : D eep green, green, pale green, 
dull yellow-green, bright yellow-green, sage- 
green, and grey-green. T his is a  very bad 
case indeed, enough to strike terror into the 
heart o f any ordinary co llector; for which of 
them, having acquired a  specimen o f this 
stam p (it is the io  centimes o f 1869, Bel
gium), shall say  off-hand which o f these 
m any greens it m ay be ? H e will adopt a 
negative method, and decide upon two or 
three which it is NOT. H e considers his 
one specimen, which in his guilelessness he 
had im agined was m erely green, and he goes 
aw ay very sorrowful.

But the task o f the cataloguer is ju st as 
hard in a  different way, for he has these 
seven stam ps before him in order (and if 
you m ixed them, it is ten to one he would 
never get them the sam e again), and he 
must allot a  nam e to each. T w o or three is 
all very well—but seven different greens ! 
T h at is ju st the sort o f  proposition which 
requires M r. L u ff  and his “  reseda ”  to come 
to  the rescu e ; he appears to have over
looked the nam e in this particular case, 
however. It w ill be seen from this example 
that it is not mere caprice which governs 
the choice o f som e o f these fantastic titles, 
and they must be accounted as  the result of 
the vagaries o f ink-mixers, and the poor 
cataloguer credited with an honest endeavour 
to lead collectors to a  right w ay o f classi
fy ing their treasures.
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British Stamps used Jlbnoad — continued
By I. J. BERNSTEIN a n d  CHAS. NISSEN
G R O U P  V —continued

IN this, the last division, we propose 
simply to g ive a list o f the postm arks and 
the varieties found with them, and will 

not attempt to allocate them to an y parti
cular place. T h ey are evidently the dis
tinctive obliterations allotted to the different 
post offices which served our various 
squadrons in the F a r  East, the South 
African and North Atlantic stations. There 
is unfortunately nothing reliable on these 
covers that would serve to denote the 
locality, not even a  date stam p which would 
have given som e idea o f the distance o f 
the place o f  dispatch from London, as 
the London date stam p nearly a lw ays shows 
clearly the date o f arrival. T h ey were in 
use from 1860-6. Prior to i860 all stamps 
on these letters were cancelled with the 
London district office marks. A fter that 
date even, one finds the same cancellations 
on letters bearing evidence o f dispatch from 
the fleet in the Atlantic, etc., and these were 
probably dispatched by mail boats return
ing direct to G reat Britain and which did 
not have a travelling post office.

It is, we think, from the evidence o f the 
covers, safe to assum e that the numbers 
A 7 9 -A 8 9  were used on the Pacific station, 
A 9 1- A 9 9  on the Atlantic, and B 0 3 , B  12, 
B  56 on the African.

C 79 is an  obliteration which we have 
found on a  cover m arked “ Officer’s  letter, 
Hong Kong,”  so  presum ably this was used 
somewhere in the F a r  E ast.

A ll these numbers were vacant in the 
1864  list o f  obliterations, but allotted to 
Jam aica, E n g lish , and W elsh towns later.

The varieties known and which are un
doubtedly used abroad, are as fo llo w s:—

A 79- (Used at Balaclava, Jamaica, after 1870.) 
4d., Large Garter, carmine.

A 8 1. (Used at Pedra, Jamaica, after 1870.) 
id., red ; Large Crown ; perf. 1 4 ;  stars.
6d., plates I, 5, and 6 spray.
Is., plate t.

A  82. (Used at Middle Quarters, Jamaica, 
after 1870.)

id., red ; Large Crown ; perf. 1 4 ;  stars.
6d., plates I , 5.

A 80. (Used at Mount Charles, Jam aica, after
f  1S70.)

id., red ; Large Crown; perf. 14 ;  stars.

A 81. (Used at Pedra, Jamaica, after 1870.) 
id., red ; Large Crown ; perf. 14 ;  stars.
6d., plates I, 5, 6 spray, 
is., plate I.

A 82. (Used at Middle Quarters, Jamaica, 
after 1870.)

id ., red ; Large Crown; perf. 14 ;  stars.
6d., plates 1 ,  5.

A  83. (Used at Trinity Villa, Jamaica, after 
1870.)

id ., red ; Large Crown ; perf. 14 ; stars.
4<1., Large Garter, carmine.
6d., plates I, 5, 6 emblem, 
is., plate 1.

A  84. (Used at Brasted, Kent, after 1870.) 
id ., red; Large Crown ; perf. 14 ;  stars.

A  85. (Used at Talog, Wales, after 1870.) 
id ., red; Large Crown; perf. 14 ;  stars.
6d., plates i, 3.

A 86. (Used at Upper Cwmtwrch, Wales, after 
1870.)

id ., red; Large Crown; perf. 14 ; stars.
Id., plates 94, 114.
3d., plate 4 emblem.
6d., plates I, 5.

A 87. (Used at Forestfach, Glams, after 1870.) 
id ., red ; Large Crown ; perf. 14 ;  stars.
6d., plate 6 spray.

A 88. (Used at Ynshir, Wales, after 1870.) 
id ., red ; Large Crown; perf. 14 ; stars, 
id ., plates 74 and 80.
6d. ,, 1 , 4 ,  6 spray.

A  89. (Used at Pontyclan, Glams, after 1870.) 
id ., red; Large Crown; perf. 1 4 ;  stars.

A 90. (Used at East Liss, Hants, after 1870.) 
id ., red; Large Crown; perf. 14 ;  stars.

A 96. (Used at North Cave after 1870.) 
id ., red ; Large Crown ; perf. 14 ; stars.

A  97. (Used at South Cave after 1870.) 
id ., red; Large Crown; pert 1 4 ;  stars.

A  98. (Used at South Bank after 1870.) 
id ., red ; Large Crown ; perf. 14 ; stars.
6d., plate 1.

A  99. (Used at Chwilog after 1870.)
Id., red; Large Crown; perf. 1 4 ;  stars.

B 03. (Used at Northfleet after 187a)
6d., plate 8.

B 12. (Used at Bickley Station after 1870.) 
6d., plate 5.

B  56. (Used at Troedyrhiw after 1870.)
6d., plates 5, 6.

C 79. (Used at Purley, Surrey, after 1870.) 
6d., plate 6 emblem.

Ifei,. . i
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W e have seen entires with stamps ob
literated marked as from the following 
p lace s :—

[Hong Kong. 
China.

A 8 I .J Japan.
Yokohama.
Gibraltar.

A 83. { Nagasaki.
Yokohama.

A 85. Yokohama.

A 87. { Ningpo.
Gibraltar.

B 12. Hong Kong.

I Yokohama.
B S3- ! Canton.

( Sydney, N.S.W .
B 56. Hong Kong.
C79. Hong Kong.

It is, o f course, quite impossible that these 
numbers were actually used at all the places 
thus marked, and one can only assum e that 
these particular letters were placed on board 
m ail boats b y men-of-war whose last port of 
call is indicated on the letters.

In  addition to these the obliterators T 0 1-  
T  07 were probably used in the same manner, 
but where or how it is impossible to ascer
tain.

(To be continued.)

British Dorth Borneo
B  Feu? d o te s
B y BERTRAM W. H. POOLE

BY  m any collectors the British North 
Borneo Com pany is supposed to have 
committed all the sins in the phila

telic calendar, but, as  in m any other cases, 1 
think a little careful consideration will prove 
that this w ay o f viewing things is chiefly 
due to habit or fashion. “  G ive a  dog a  bad 
name and it will stick to h im ”  is a  trite 
saying that is particularly applicable regard
ing this Company.

Collectors o f the more or less “ advanced" 
order have so got into the habit o f anathe
matizing everything in the shape o f a stamp 
em anating from North Borneo, that they 
are unable, or unwilling, to look at the 
matter from all points o f view and arrive at 
a  really ju st conclusion regarding the collec
tability or otherwise o f these stamps. An 
impartial critic will, I think, agree that the 
earlier issues are as interesting and phila- 
telically “ c lean ”  as those o f most other 
countries.

Now, what is the sum total o f the phi
latelic “ c rim es" o f which North Borneo 
has been gu ilty? It has been guilty o f 
selling sets o f most of the stamps current 
since 1889 in “  postmarked-to-order ” condi
tion, and o f issuing a  number o f very un
necessary surcharges. I quite agree that 
both these practices are reprehensible in the 
greatest degree from the collector’s stand
point, but I do not see that one must 
necessarily take the view that all the stam ps 
o f  North Borneo are worthless and un
interesting because o f them.

T h e stam ps o f British N orth Borneo have 
had so m any kicks o f recent years from 
writers in various philatelic publications that 
it is small wonder i f  the more ignorant 
section o f readers (I mean those ignorant 
in philatelic knowledge), unable to reason

out the m atter for themselves, are beginning 
to look upon the stam ps o f North Borneo 
as  several degrees worse than Seebecks.

T h e  rem arks m ade b y Mr. R . E . R . 
D alw igk, in a  recent number o f G .S .W . 
( 18  Ju ly , page 46), on the subject o f  these 
stam ps, are not only ludicrous, but o f so 
unfair and intemperate a  character that 
they cannot be allowed to pass without 
challenge.

T h e  m uch-maligned issues o f Borneo are 
b y no means so bad as Mr. D alwigk makes 
out, and, though I do not doubt his rem arks 
were made with the best o f intentions, I 
fancy that had he given the least thought 
to the subject he would have modified his 
opinions very considerably. A s it is, he 
m erely echoes the opinions o f older writers, 
to whom British North Borneo is somewhat 
akin to a  red rag to an enraged bull.

M r. D alwigk invites comparison by stating 
that Brunei is “ a nice little country.” W ell, 
that m ay be, but at the rate it is going on 
now it will soon out-distance North Borneo 
at its most prolific period. A  set o f twelve 
surcharged provisionals, including a rare 
“ error, a set o f eleven “ perm anent” 
stam ps, and a  number o f colour changes 
in prospective, is not bad for less than two 
years for a  country that few collectors had 
ever heard o f prior to the issue o f stamps. 
It would be interesting to know how many 
stam ps are used for legitim ate postal purposes 
as com pared with those sold to collectors.

A gain , we are told Ceylon is a  good 
country. Certainly, and a  very  popular one 
too, but the m ajority o f the surcharges 
issued since 1885 can hardly be said- to be 
free from the speculative and “ made-for- 
collectors”  taint. A re  they so much better 
than the unnecessary surcharges o f Borneo ?
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Mr. Dalwigk says —
British North Borneo is about the last country 

in existence that I would recommend any one to 
specialize in, or even to collect any miscellaneous 
stamps whatever of. Certain collectors and 
various people have at odd periods declared 
such-and-such an issue to be quite all right and 
thoroughly worth collecting. In most cases they 
are speculators who bought up quantities with 
the hopes of making money, but have since then 
found to their disadvantage that they have 
burned their fingers somewhat badly. I do not 
for one moment think that there is a single issue 
—or even a single stamp—of North Borneo 
which is worth a place in any good album.

Such a nonsensical tirade o f abuse should 
hardly deceive any one, but sim ply shows the 
writer is, in the apt colloquialism o f the 
Man-in-the-street, “  talking through his hat.” 
It is full o f misstatem ents and inaccuracies.

I have “ no axe to grind,” for I do not 
collect the stam ps o f Borneo, nor do I hold 
any brief for the British Norlh Borneo Com 
pany ; but I do profess to have studied the 
earlier issues o f this country with much in
terest and, even at the risk o f being thought 
a wicked “  speculator," I should like to write 
a few words in reply to Mr. D alw igk’s all- 
too-sweeping statements. Gibbons Stam p  
W eekly is intended prim arily for the general 
collector, including, I take it, a  large propor
tion o f beginners, who m ay be tempted to 
attach too much importance to the para
graph quoted above, and it is, therefore, as 
well they should see the other side o f the 
picture.

T o  start with, I am  at one with M r. D al
wigk, and every other right-minded collector, 
regarding the rubbishy nature o f  post- 
marked-to-order stam ps. But British North 
Borneo is not alone in this iniquity. R e 
spectable colonies like Victoria and F iji 
have sold sets o f stam ps cancelled to order 
at much below face value, and quite recently 
sets o f the Bosnian pictorial stam ps were 
sold in London in this condition by even the 
most highly respected dealers. These are 
just a  few instances, and com pared with the 
Victorian, Fijian , and Bosnian sets, which 
are unblushingly sold as genuinely used, the 
postmarked-to-order sets o f Borneo are 
positively virtuous. T he cancellation is o f 
such a  nature that the stam ps can be iden
tified for what they are, and need never be 
confused with postally used stam ps b y the 
veriest tyro.

Mr. D alw igk’s rem arks about speculators 
burning their fingers are really too funny for 
words. A  glance at any catalogue will show 
that the “  speculators ”  who bought the early 
issues at face value would now m ake a  hand
some profit. T h e m ajority o f the stam ps are 
quoted high as com pared with face value. 
1 never heard o f any issue o f Borneo being 
bought up b y speculators, and one thing to 
the credit o f the Com pany is that no unused

stamps have ever been sold below their face 
value. O f one issue only, that I know of, 
were there any remainders. T his occurred 
in 1889, when the $ c. to 10  c. inscribed 
POSTAGE & REVENUE replaced the similar 
values inscribed POSTAGE only. T he re
mainders o f the latter were sold at, I believe, 
more than face value.

T he m any “  4 cents ”  surcharges o f Borneo 
are as unnecessary as they are foolish-look
ing, but the collector need not include these 
unless he likes. One point I may, perhaps, 
be permitted to bring forward in their favour, 
and that is the whole lot can be purchased 
for a  few shillings, and they do not mulct the 
collector in “ heavy d am ages”  like many 
other unnecessary or commemorative issues. 
Personally, I think the official responsible for 
the Bornean surcharges ought to be “  tickled 
to death with garden rakes,”  if  for no other 
reason than lack o f ingenuity in devising 
som ething more artistic and alluring with 
which to attract the bawbees from the 
pockets o f collectors.

But the fact that Borneo has a  number of 
unnecessary surcharges and postmarked-to- 
order varieties to its discredit does not in 
any way detract from the interest and phila
telic attractiveness o f the earlier issues. In 
the following brief notes I have endeavoured 
to point to the merits and defects o f the 
various issues.

T he British North Borneo Company 
was incorporated by R oyal Charter on 
1 Novem ber, 18 8 1, and in M ay o f the 
following year it was successfully floated as 
a  Com pany by the gentlem en who had 
obtained the original concessions.

E xactly  a  year later the first postage 
stamp for use in the territory was issued. 
T h is bore the facial value o f 2 c., and was 
o f the design shown in the accompanying 
illustration. T h e stam ps were manufactured

by M essrs. B lades, E ast, and Blades (who 
are perhaps better known as cheque printers 
than as stam p manufacturers) b y the electro
type process. From  the original engraved 
matrix fifty electrotypes were made, and 
these clamped together in five rows o f ten 
formed the printing plate. Owing to the 
method o f production there are minute dots 
and defects on the stam ps by which it is 
possible to plate this variety.

Later, l  c., 1 c., 4 c., 8 c., and 10  c. values 
were issued in a  sim ilar type. One would 
have im agined that the printers would have
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taken impressions from the original 2 c. 
matrix (with, o f course, the value and 
native inscriptions deleted), and from this 
produced the dies for the other values. 
Instead o f this, however, a  special die was 
engraved for each value, each differing in 
minute particulars from the others, and all 
undoubtedly copied from the first 2 c. That 
there were separate dies for each denomina
tion the specialist can soon prove after a  
study o f the stamps. Especially  noticeable 
points o f difference are the number and 
length o f the oars protruding from the side 
o f the vessel. A ll values were in sheets o f 
fifty, but whether there was more than one 
plate for any value 1 cannot say. T h at is a  
point for a  specialist to decide.

A t about the same time as  the low values, 
50 c. and $ 1  stam ps were issued, these being

dealing with this issue that appeared in the 
M onthly Jo u r n a l (Decem ber, 1906, to April, 
1907). T h at the original mother dies were 
used can be proved b y a  careful comparison 
of the two issues.

A t the same time the 50 c. and S i  stamps 
were redrawn, and 25 c. and $2  values were

available for both postal and fiscal purposes. 
These were also produced in sheets o f  fifty, 
but whether it is possible to plate them or 
not it is at present impossible to say. T h e 
stam ps are scarce, and in large blocks are o f 
the very greatest rarity.

Som e o f the low values o f (he set m ay be 
found in two distinct perforations, but even 
the most biased critic will hardly assert 
that this was done with the object o f getting 
money from collectors.

Prior to the arrival o f  the regular 8 c. 
stamps, provisionals o f this value were 
created by surcharging the first 2 c. as shown 
below.

8 Cents COB?
CENTS

N o one can, however, call these any more 
unnecessary than any other provisionals, and 
they are far more legitimate than the recent 
surcharges of, say, the Caym an Islands.

In 1886 it was decided that the stam ps 
.ought to be inscribed BRITISH NORTH 

Bo r n e o  instead o f m erely 
NORTH BORNEO, SO the 
original dies o f the |  c. to 
io c . values were altered as 
required, and the printing 
plates m ade as before. 
There were two plates for 
each value except the $  c., 
and all the stam ps can be 

.plated, as l twas able to prove in an article

added to the set. These are all well worthy 
o f study, for at present nothing o f any 
importance is known regarding them.

Practically at the time the lower values of 
the set just referred to were on the way to 
North Borneo, it was found that 3 c. and 5 c. 
stam ps were necessary, and provisionals 
were made by surcharging som e o f the 
then current 4 c. and 8 c. stam ps a s  illus
trated. A t the same time a  revision in the

fiscal charges o f the territory m ade stamps 
o f a  lower face value than 25 c. a  necessity. 
T he i  c. and 10  c. were in some demand, 
and these were surcharged “  and Revenue ” 
to m ake them available for both postal and 

'fiscal purposes.
So  urgent was the necessity for stamps 

available for revenue charges, that an order 
was sent to M essrs. B lades, E ast, and Blades 
for a  supply o f values from i  c. to 10  c., to be
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inscribed postage  & r e v e n u e , and this 
order included the new 3 c. and 5 c. values.

those from the old are only sufficiently 
striking to appeal to specialists.

It was at this time that som e evil genius 
suggested the postmarking-to-order gam e, 
but as the stam ps are all good unused and 
scarce genuinely used, I don’t think it detracts I 
in any way from their philatelic interest 1 

This set, from Ij c. to 10  c., forms a  fine I 
opening for philatelic study. I t  will be found, j 
I think, that, the original dies were again j 
requisitioned in m aking the clichds, and that 
the stam ps can be plated like their pre- ' 
decessors.

In 1888, new plates for the 25 c., 50 c., S t, ■ 
and $2 were brought into use, but that this j 
was done to increase sales to philatelists 
it would be foolish to assert. T h e differences ! 
between the stam ps from the new plates and |

Heu) Issues and Discoveries
By F R A N K  PH ILLIPS

/  should bs most grateful I f readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information coneerntng 
Issues o f stamps, new or projected. I f possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once If 
desired, together with stamp fo r  postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened bg 
sns cumber fo r  each penny fa ce value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

* FRANK PHILUP8, SSI 8 trand, London, W.O.

British South A frica.—Messrs. Bridger and 
Kay have shown us a properly gummed imperforate 
block of four of the id ., pale red, number 60a of 
the Catalogue. It would appear that one or more 
sheets were issued in this condition, but before 
listing it we should like to see a used copy.

Costa R ica .—In our issue o f 16 May, and 
also in the current Supplement to the Catalogue, 
we listed a set of new Official stamps, giving the 
overprint OFICIAL as Type O 7  of the Cata
logue.

OFICIAL
P 9
1

We now have a set of these stamps before us, 
and find that the overprint is not 07» but a new 
type, O9, which we now illustrate. We would 
astc our readers to make careful note of this cor
rection.

Danish W est Indies.—In addition to the 
three values listed in our issue of last week we 
have received a 20 bit of the same design.

•13
A ugust, 1908.-- Type *3. Centre-in f irs t  colour.1* IP m k, 

Crown,.Type 4- Per/. 13. .
7 3(9 0  bit, deep blue a n d  yeHow-green.

German P .O .’s  in the Levant.—According 
to Champion's B ulletin  (25,8.08) five o f the 
current German stamps have been surcharged
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diagonally, as illustrated below, with a new value 
in centimes. We are told that they are for use in 
the Turkish Empire, but up to now the value has 
been indicated in p a ra s  and p ia stre s , and we can 
see no reason for the change; perhaps offices are 
bging opened elsewhere in the Near East—Crete, 
for example. We should be glad of any authori
tative information our readers could give us.

17 7*

N yasaland Protectorate,—Mr. W. T. Wilson 
now sends us nearly the full set of the new stamps 
to which we referred in our issue of 27 June. We 
are able to illustrate the low values, but not these 
from 2s. 6d. (incl.) upwards; these latter are 
large rectangular in size.

>3
A ugust(?), 1908. Type 13. Wink, Crown CA, 

Type w. 6. Per/. 14.
August, 1908. Contemporary stamps 0 /  the German 

Empire, as Type 17, with wmk. Lounges, as Type 
*0, surcharged in black as Type 7s, diagonally up- 
wards.

t 6o
t 6 i
t 6*
T63
T64

5 c. on 5 (pf.), green.
10 c. on :o ,, carmine.
25 c. on ao ,, ultramarine 
50 c. on 40 ,, black and carmine 

too c. on 80 ,, ,, ,, on rose.

Lourenzo M arques.—In our stock we have 
found a second distinct shade of the 5 reis of 
current issue.

6
Type 6. Nam e and value in  black. (<i) Per/, it}.

75I is., black on green, 0,

A ugust (?), 1908. Centre in /irst colour. Type 13 ($</. to 
id .) ; high values are large rectangular, new type. 
Wmk. Multiple Crown CA, Per/. 14.

id., green, O. 
id., carmine, O.
3d., purple on yellow , 0,
4<j., black and red on yellow , 0 , 
6d., lilac and mauve, 0, 
as. 6d., black and red on blue, 0, 
4$., carmine and black, q .

Victoria,—We have seen a copy of the latest 
printing of the current is., and we notice that the 
shade has now altered from orange to pure jv/Zitp,

36a! 5 r., orange-yellow. 76

N icaragua.— Our New York house sends us 
yet another variety on the fiscal stamp. It is 
similar to number 460^, listed in our issue of 25 
July, except that the ** Zelaya”  overprint is up
right, and is in black instead of in green.

1908. Type 45 (/heal stamp) overprinted in  black ivitk 
Typ«  Z3 and  46.

5 c., orange-yellow.
N.B.—This stamp should come after No. 46c*.

1908. Type 76. Wmk. Crown and  Type 77. 
(a) Per)C i«| o r  13 x 12J.

300I is., yellow.

TH E K IN G ’S  OWN 
P O ST A G E  S T A M P  A LBU M

This Album has been specially designed for 
those collectors who either commence a collection 
with the Postage Stamps of King Edward VII, or 
who collect these stamps as a supplement to a 
General Collection. The King's Own Album con
tains 100 pages of heavy white plate paper out
lined with a neat border of neutral grey, with 
quadrilld background inside the grey border, and 
name space at the top of each page. Exact size 
of leaves from the outer edge, 7fxpJ; available 
for mounting stamps, 6fcx8l. The title-page is 
printed in the Royal Colours, with the King's 
Cypher Monogram and Crown. Strongly bound 
in cloth, bevelled boards, with the Official Cypher 
Monogram and Crown in gold on cover.

Post-free, 8s.; abroad, 8s. 9d.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd..
30t Strand. Londoo, W .C.

Printed by W. Brkndon it Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, Stanlsy Gibsons, Ltd., 391 Strand, Londoo,W.C.
19 September, 1908.
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The Postal Issues of Italy 
and the Italian Colonies
B y  L . H A N C I A U  (a l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .)

(iContinued from page 53.)
II. Kingdom o f Ita ly—continued 

A L L  these manoeuvres with M. Sparre 
/ A  were no secret to anybody ; but what 

1  was the result ? Sim ply that both
parties were filled with hopes, and that the 
Post Office Departm ent was inundated with 
new suggestions.

The first was that o f a  M. Lattuada, o f 
Milan, in the form of three different designs, 
but little known to collectors. T h e idea o f 
the designer seem s to have been to portray 
various Italian celebrities on certain stam ps.

1. The first design shows the bust o f  a  
woman’s three-quarter face to right in an 
oval within a  lozenge ; on her head is a  
helmet; all enclosed in a  rectangular fram e, 
with figures denoting the value set diagonally 
in the four corners j above the figures in the 
upper com ers is the word “ c e n t e s ,”  and 
below the lower figures the word “  c e n t .” 

This woman is supposed to represent Italy.
2 c., blue-green, bistre; on white.

x a

2. In this design we have a  portrait o f 
Pierre Micca, three-quarter face to left. T h e  
head is in an oval with solid background, 
which itself is shown on a  shield, having a 
background composed o f horizontal lin e s ; 
the whole is enclosed in a rectangular fram e 
with quadrilld background. In the centre o f 
the upper portion o f Hhe shield is a  numeral 
enclosed in a  transverse o v a l ; in the lower 
portion o f the design is a  scroll bearing the 
inscription “ 5 C E N T E S IM l 5 ”  in white on a  
solid coloured ground.

5 c ., grey on white.

Pierre M icca was a  private soldier in the 
Piedmontese Artillery, born at Andom o 
(Biella) in 1666. He attained celebrity on 
the night o f the 29th August, 1706, by sacri
ficing his life to save Turin, which was be
sieged by the French arm y, under the 
command o f the D uke o f Orleans. T he 
French had alread y carried the outer fortifi
cations and were about to storm the citadel, 
when M icca seized a  match and threw it 
into a  powder magazine, blowing up him self 
together with a  large number o f the enemy. 
T hanks to this soldier’s brave action, the 
combined arm ies o f A ustria and Sardinia, 
commanded b y Prince Eugene, were able to 
come upon the scene in time to force the 
French to raise the siege.

In 1828 K ing  Charles Fe lix  had a  medal 
struck to commemorate this memorable act, 
and in 1837 Charles A lbert caused a  bronze 
monument to M icca to be erected in the 
arsenal at Turin ; finally, in 1864 a  magnifi
cent statue o f the hero by Giuseppe Cassalo 
was erected in one o f the public squares o f 
that town.

3. Portrait o f  Francois Sforza, three- 
quarter face to right, in an oval, enclosed 
within a rectangular frame, having the 
figures “  20 ”  in a  circle in each o f the upper 
co rn ers ; these figures are repeated in the 
centre helow on a  tablet with coloured 
ground, and bearing the word “ CENTESIMl”  
at foot.

20 c., blue, bistre, on white.

T h e indication o f the name o f the country 
is conspicuous b y its absence on all three 
types.

Franqois Sforza was born at San M iniata 
on the 23rd Ju ly , 14 0 1. H e was a  natural 
son o f  the celebrated condottiere (acques 
Muzzo, who w as nicknam ed Sforza because 
he obtained everything by fo rc e . On the 
death o f the latter, which occurred in 1424, 
Franqois Sforza succeeded him in the com
mand o f his arm y o f mercenaries. O f the 
most conspicuous bravery, he sold his ser
vices to the highest bidder, but w as ready to 
betray him the moment his own interests
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were at stake. In  1441 he married Bianca 
M aria, a  daughter o f Philippe M aria V is
conti, D uke o f M ilan, the duke having 
offered Sforza his daughter in order to 
attach him to his own in terests; but that 
did not prevent Sforza from subsequently 
turning against his father-in-law. A fter the 
death o f this duke in 1447, Sforza succeeded 
in getting him self proclaimed D uke o f Milan 1 
(February 26th, 1450), instead o f Valentine 
Visconti, and in this manner he becam e the 
founder o f a  new ducal line.

Francois Sforza died on the 8th March, 
1466.

The choice o f this personage for repre
sentation upon a  postage stamp does not 
appear to me to be a  very happy one.

After all, he was only a m ercenary soldier, 
who had all the vices o f his time, and who 
owed his position to nothing less than 
cruelty and treachery. There are certainly 
others who have far more right to have their 
portraits reproduced upon stamps.

There is a  set o f  six values b y M . R e, o f 
M ilan, all o f which were em bossed ; in 
addition there is a  second design for the 
15  centesimi. T h e  effigy upon all o f these 
is that o f Victor Em m anuel I I ,  to right, 
with a different fram e for each type or value. 
O f this still-b orn  proposal the following 
proofs are known to me :—

I. A . W hile paper.

5 c., blue (deep to pale), mauve, rose, car
mine, bright carmine, green, pale green, 
red-brown, yellow-green, deep yellow.

15  c., blue, pale blue, yellow, pale yellow, 
green (pale, bright to deep), rose, car
mine, mauve (pale to deep) lilac, no 
colour.

30 c ., blue, slate, slate-grey, yellow-green, 
green (pale to deep), ochre-yellow, car
mine, bright carmine, yellow (pale to 
deep), orange, violet, red.

40 c., blue, pale blue, indigo, yellow, deep 
yellow, green, deep green, carmine, 
rose, violet, deep violet, mauve with 
centre in  green.

60 c., blue, pale blue, indigo, yellow, deep 
yellow, mauve, deep mauve, green, 
(pale, bright to deep), carmine, deep 
carmine, violet.

1 1. 50 c. (?)
2 lire, blue, pale blue, indigo, green, deep

green, yellow, pale yellow, rose, car
mine, bright carmine, mauve, black- 
violet.

B. B luish  paper.
15 c., carmine.

2. S im ilar design to that o f the 15  c. The 
oval containing the head is framed with 
pearls, and is a  little less wide than in the 
first design ; the ornaments in the spandrels 
also are  different.

15 c., mauve, bright mauve.

Tow ards the end o f 1862 M essrs. Peltas 
F r ire s , the clever engravers o f Genoa, en
tered the contest and produced a litlio-
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graphed design for a  stamp, which they 
submitted to the Post Office Department, 
and undertook to engrave it on metal, 
should it be adopted, so that it might be 
printed typographically.

Editori G E N O V A ” ; there is an outer rect
angular fram e with engine-turned ground.

This design shows a  profile to left of 
Victor Em m anuel I I ,  as • if  jn  relief, in 
an oval fram e bearing at top “  postf. 
i t a i .i a n e ,”  and at foot “ D U E  c e n t e s i m i ” ; 
the whole is enclosed in a  rectangular frame, 
in the four corners o f which are white figures, 
those in the lower corners being inverted. 
Size 21 x  25 mm.

The sheets contained eight stam ps, in 
four horizontal rows o f tw o ; the name 
“ Pellas” m ay be found underneath each 
vertical row o f four stamps.

White glased paper.
2 c., black, flesh, blue (pale, bright, to deep), 

blue-green, pale yellow-green, yellow, 
pale yellow, lemon, orange, deep 
orange, bright violet, rose, carmine, 
brown, vermilion.

It is much to be regretted that this design 
was not accepted. It possessed the neces
sary qualifications, such as beauty o f design 
and perfect execution, but there were reasons 
“ of an exceedingly delicate nature”  which 
prevented its adoption.

Later on M essrs. Pellas Freres submitted 
samples o f various designs, as specim ens o f 
what they were able to do.

First o f all, we have six designs o f the 
size of postage stam ps ; they are all printed 
on one sheet in two horizontal rows ; designs 
which do not tell us very  much :—

3. W hite figures “ 10” in a circular garter, 
inscribed “  F R A T E L L I  P E L L A S  G E N O 
V A ” ; enclosed in a  rectangular frame of 
engine-turning, with figures “ 10 "  in the 
spandrels.

4. An ornamental letter “  P ” in an oval 
band inscribed “  Editori F R A T E L L I  
P E L L A S  Editori— G E N O V A ” ; within an 
oval frame o f engine-turning.

5. A  fem ale profile to right, with a mural 
crown, in an oval band inscribed as in 
No. 4 ;  enclosed in a rectangular frame o f 
engine-turning.

6. A  Coat o f Arm s (the Savoy Cross) on 
a  R o ya l M antle, in a  rectangle inscribed 
“  F R Lyi P E L L A S ” at top, and “ G E N O 
V A  ”  at the bottom ; the whole enclosed in 
an engine-turned rectangular frame.

Lastly, separate from the others, a  rect
angle o f engine-turning enclosing a fancy 
oval, in which is the inscription “  10—  
P E L L A S -  10 — G E N O V A —  10,” in five 
lines.

1. A  lighthouse within an oval fram e of 
engine-turned pattern ; in the corners o f the 
outer rectangular fram e are figures in small 
circles.

2. A  white figure “  5 ”  in an oval frame, in
scribed “ Editori F R A T E L L I  P E L L A S

A ll the above were lithographed in black  
a n d  blue, or in black a n d  m auve, on thin, 
glazed, white card.

Further suggestions were received from 
M M . M ichel et Trouillet, o f Paris. These 
gentlem en stated that before deciding to lay 
before the Government the means which 
appeared to them the best for preventing 
fraud, whether forgery by photographic or 
lithographic reproduction, or in the use o f 
the same stamp more than once, either by 
soaking it o ff or by cutting it out, they had 
conducted elaborate experiments with various 
processes, both o f printing in fugitive ink, 
the adoption o f embossing, and the use o f a  
specially prepared p a p e r ; and that they 

' were convinced that these processes were
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more specious than satisfactory. After care
ful examination these gentlemen were o f 
opinion that the true means for obtaining 
security against fraud and forgery were the 
fo llow in g:—

1. T he use o f m aterials and designs for 
stam ps o f the highest artistic perfection, to
gether with absolutely accurate methods o f 
reproduction.

2. T o  print the adhesive stamps in colour, 
on a  ground o f the sam e colour but lighter 
in shade, both to be printed by typography, 
on white paper, in two successive operations.

3. T o  have the postage stam ps obliterated 
with a  date stamp, which M. Trouillet had 
patented in Italy, France, and England.

T he following is a  table o f the prices at 
which this firm were prepared to manufac
ture the postage stamps.

Price P er  io c o  stamps.

i . For the first 60 millions
Paris.
francs.

Turin.
francs.

(minimum) I . IO 1.20
2 .  From 60 to 120 millions 0.75 O.85
3. „  120 „  200 „ 0.60 O.70
4* *, 200 „  300 „ O.5O 0.60
5. Exceeding 300 ,, O.4O O.5O

T h ese prices included the supplying the 
paper, the printing, gumming, and perforat
ing. In the case o f the manufacture being 
carried out at Turin, in a building to be pro
vided by the authorities, the contractors 
would require permission to install a steam 
engine there.

M. Michel, who was described as “ an 
electrotyper and typographer, formerly 
printer and patentee, the' first and most 
skilful worker o f the galvanoplastic process 
in France,” was represented as having 
already executed, in the public stam p-print
ing office in Paris, work in connection with 
the adhesive stamps intended for use on 
foreign bills.

It was further stated that M. Trouillet 
had been specially engaged for fifteen years 
in the study o f the production o f bonds, etc., 
and the practical means o f preventing fraud, 
and that they had been accepted b y the 
French Government in 1862 for the m anu
facture o f the adhesive stam ps for bills o f 
exchange, the supplying o f which did not 
take place owing to the rejection o f the pro
posed law.

In spite o f the m any attractive features o f 
this proposal, the Post Office Department 
decided not to tempt fortune any longer, 
and in order to avoid such experiences as 
they had had with the Count de Sparre, the 
authorities declined the offer that had been 
made them, and contented them selves with 
negotiating with a firm o f good standing, 
such as M essrs. D e L a  Rue and Co., o f 
London, who had already supplied the 
Italian Treasury Department with adhesive

fiscal stam ps in a  regular and satisfactory 
manner.

In the meantime the good M. Matraire 
continued to supply stam ps, and a 15 cente- 
simi produced by him was announced by 
the following R oyal D ecree :—

“ V IC T O R  E M M A N U E L  II,
“  B y  the grace o f  God a n d  by the w il l  o f  the 

N ation
“  K i n g  o f  I t a l y .

“ In reference to the Regulations for the execu
tion of the Law of the 5th May last, sanctioned 
by our Decree of the 21st September :

“  On the proposal of the Minister of Public 
Works,

“  We have decreed and do decree as follows
“  Art. 1 . The introduction o f the postage 

stamps sanctioned by the above-mentioned regu
lations is provisionally deferred, and in the 
meanwhile postage stamps of the design and 
value at present in use will continue to be em
ployed for the franking of correspondence.

“  Art. 2. From the 1st o f January next the 20 
centesimi stamp will be abolished, and instead 
there will Ire introduced a stamp of similar shape 
and colour, but of the value of 15  centesimi.

‘ ‘ We ordain that this decree, duly sealed with 
the Great Seal of the State, be inscribed in the 
official records of the laws and decrees of the 
Kingdom of Italy, and we command all whom 
it may concern to obey it, and to cause it to be 
olreyed.

“ Given at Turin, November 30, 1862.
“ V IC TO R  EM M ANUEL.

“  Countersigned by the Keeper o f the Seals, 
“ A .  R a t a z z i . ”

A s this decree does aw ay with the postage 
stam ps o f M. Sparre, the Department of 
Posts caused fresh instructions to be issued 
to the various offices, informing them that, 
although the Royal D ecree o f the 2 1st  Sep
tem ber, 1862, had authorized new designs 
and colours, and different values for the 
postage stamps, it was found impossible to 
introduce these innovations by the 1st of 
Janu ary, and that therefore, for a  time, the 
stam ps now in use would continue to be used, 
with the exception o f  the 20 centesimi 
stam p, which would be replaced by another 
o f the value o f 15  centesimi, colour blue, like 
the former.

T h e offices were further informed that, on 
the 3 1s t  Decem ber, 1862, they must call in 
a ll stocks o f the 20 centesimi stam ps which 
m ight remain on that date in the possession 
o f the various agents for the sale o f postage 
stam ps, replacing them with the 15  centesimi 
stamps.

It was nevertheless provided that corre
spondence bearing 20 centesimi stamps, if 
they correctly represented the amount pay
able to the Adm inistration o f Posts, should 
be deemed to be properly prepaid, but after 
the period* had elapsed, such stamps would

* No date seems to be given.— E d. M . J .
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no longer be accepted, and correspondence 
bearing them would be subject to the charge 
fixed by A rt. 8 o f the law o f  the 5th M ay, 
1862.

It is worthy o f  remark that, through the 
non-execution o f Article 68 o f the regulations 
sanctioned by the D ecree o f the 2 1s t  Sep
tember, 1S62, the 2 centesimi stamp, which 
had been abolished, survived that decision.

Issue o f  Ja n u a r y  1 , 1863.

Similar to the stamps o f 18 5 5 ;  replacing 
the 20 centesimi, which was suppressed, and 
of which it assum ed the colour.

15 c., pale, bright, and deep blue.

A copy has been seen, used on the 1st 
January, 1863, in the p a le  blue  shade, which 
is therefore the first colour.

Varieties.
H ead inverted.

15 c., pale and bright blue.

A copy o f this last stamp has been seen 
used at Monza, 14th January, 1863.

Perf. 12$, unofficial.
15 c . ,  blue.

Essays (or P ro o fs).— Printed on white 
paper.

15 c., black, dull blue (pale and deep).

H ead inverted.
IS c., black-blue, deep blue, deep dull blue.

Head omitted.
IS c., blue.

P rin ter's trials.
15 c., black, on the 15 c. postage stamp o f 1863. 
15 c. ,, on the 10 c. Postage Due o f 1863.

In December, 1862, the Departm ent o f 
Posts notified the various post offices that 
the double operation o f printing and em
bossing the 15  centesimi stam ps caused so 
much loss o f time that it would not be 
possible to obtain sufficient quantities to 
supply the various post offices with them ; 
consequently a  decree that had been sub
mitted to the K ing sanctioned a new type o f 
15 centesimi postage stam p, colour blue, 
which would have the effigy o f the Sovereign 
no longer embossed but engraved, and 
which would bear in the fram e, in coloured 
letters: “ f r a n c o  b o l l o  p o s t a l e  i t a l i -
ANO. C. QUIND1CI.”

It was announced that the issue would 
take place very shortly, hut- the post offices 
were directed to supply this stamp to .the 
public concurrently with the embossed 
stamp, as, although the latter had ceased to 
be manufactured, it would not be withdrawn 
from circulation.
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Shortly afterwards the following decree 
was published :—

“ VIC TO R EM M A N U EL I I ,
‘ 1 fly  the g i ace o f God, and by the w ill o f the 

Hation
K i n g  o f  I t a l y .

“ On the proposal of Our Minister of Public 
W orks:

“  We have decreed and do decree as follows:—
“ Art. 1. The 15 centesimi postage stamp will 

bear the effigy of the King, not in relief but en
graved. In the frame will be inscribed in 
coloured letters, in blue, the words : ‘ f r a n c o  
BOLLO— POSTALE— 1TALIANO. C. QUIND1CI.’

“ Art. 2. The indiscriminate use of the current 
15 centesimi postage stamps and those of the 
new design is permitted until the end of February 
next, after which date the stamps with impression 
in relief will cease to have legal circulation, but 
they may be exchanged by the post offices for 
those of the new design up to the end of 
March.

“  We ordain that the present decree, duly 
sealed with the Great Seal of the State, be in- 
scrilied in the official records of the laws and 
decrees of the Kingdom of Italy, and we com
mand all whom it may concern to obey it, and to 
cause it to be obeyed

“  Given at Turin, January II, 1863.
“ VICTO R EM M A N U EL.

“ F . M k n a b r b a . ”

On the 17th o f January, 1863, the M inister 
o f the Interior took the following steps ; re
m arking that the law  of the 5th M ay, 1862, 
fixed a  lower rate for prepaid letters, and 
seeing that in country places there was 
some difficulty in procuring postage stamps, 
he decided to grant the sale o f stamps to 
the m ayors and their agents i f  they re
quested permission, with a  commission o f 
2 per cent, on prepayment o f  the amount o f 
the stam ps ordered. T h is decision was 
communicated to the “  Prdfets,” so that they 
might issue instructions on the subject to 
the mayors by the 18th M arch, 1863.

( 7> bt cottHnutd.)

T H E  " S I M P L E X "  B L A N K  A L B U M  
iSpring back, movable leaves

150 leaves* cloth cover* bevelled boards, lettered 
on back, with blank panel in uh ich  particulars o f 
contents can be inserted.

Price las. 6 d .; post-free in United Kingdom, 
13s. id .;  abroad, extra.

Bound in dark green or marone. W hen order
ing mention colour desired.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Straad, London, W .C
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The Postage Stamps of Afghanistan
A  R eview  by E. B. E V A N S

TH E  Philatelic Society o f India sets an 
exam ple which one would g lad ly  see 
followed more generally. N ot only 

does it produce excellent work, but it does 
not hesitate to expend time, study, and hard 
cash upon the production o f  books which are 
hardly likely to pay their way directly, since 
they treat o f subjects which appeal to a  very 
limited number o f collectors. 1 do not, of 
course, refer to the volume upon the Stam ps 
o f  B ritish  In d ia  which appeared twelve 
months ago, but to those dealing with the 
stam ps issued by B h o p a l, a n d  Ja m m u  a n d  
K a sh m ir, and the stam ps surcharged for use 
in other N ative States, which are, perhaps 
not altogether unnaturally, neglected by the 
great m ajority o f collectors.

It is to this financially unremunerative 
work that one would g lad ly  see the energies 
and surplus funds o f  Societies devoted ; the 
ordinary philatelic publisher, who is alm ost 
invariably a  stamp dealer, cannot be expected 
to expend money upon publications that can 
be profitable neither directly nor indirectly, 
and thus issues which have once become 
unpopular sink deeper and deeper in phila
telic opinion, partly because there is no 
demand for them and consequently only a 
limited supply in the markets, and partly 

■ because little is known about them and 
nothing is published.

There are few issues to which these re
m arks apply more fully than to those of 
Afghanistan, and perhaps few which are less 
deserving o f such a  fate. Curious in 
appearance, interesting in their variety, 
and absolutely straight from a philatelic 
point o f view, they have been singularly 
little studied by British collectors, and those 
who studied them could find no one rash 
enough to undertake the publication o f the 
results o f their studies, with the costly 
illustrations that would be necessary to 
make the work o f use to others. T h e late 
M r. Gilbert H arrison had got together a  very 
fine collection o f the stam ps, and had also 
accumulated a  m ass o f notes upon the papers 
and types ; after his death his notes passed 
into the hands o f M r. E . D. Bacon, with a 
view to their being prepared for publication 
when a convenient opportunity should arise. 
That opportunity never cam e ; but we need 

.n o t regret this in view o f the fact that the 
work has been most adm irably carried out 
by philatelists who are not only nearer the 
home o f the stamps themselves, but are also 
conversant with the language and characters 
o f the inscriptions upon them, and are there
fore able to describe them more fully and

accurately than could be done by philatelists 
in Europe, whose knowledge o f oriental 
languages is derived for the most part from 
their study o f the stamps upon which such 
inscriptions appear.

The valuable work that has at last made 
its appearance, under the auspices o f the 
Philatelic Society o f India, has been compiled 
by two o f its members, S ir D avid  P. Masson 
and Mr. B . Gordon Jones, whose names are 
a  sufficient guarantee for the thoroughness 
with which their task has been accomplished. 
Official documents, postal notices, etc., seem 
to have been quite unobtainable, as was 
perhaps to be expected, and, with the excep
tion o f a  b rief account o f the country and of 
its rulers during the last two centuries, the 
contents o f the book consist o f detailed de
scriptions o f the designs and varieties o f the 
stamps, and o f the papers upon which they 
are printed ; and with these descriptions 
and the two dozen full-page plates, showing 
all the varieties o f type, no philatelist need 
remain ignorant about the stam ps of 
Afghanistan.

The supposed stamp o f 1868, No. 1 in the 
Gibbons Catalogue, is unhesitatingly con
demned as bogus. I f  it ever had any legiti
mate existence, it seems certain that it 
cannot possibly belong to the period to 
which it has been assigned, and the authors 
assure us that “ the faulty formation o f the 
Arabic characters, and the irregular circle, 
denote an illiterate engraver,” which is per
haps sufficient evidence o f its nature.

There is one expression employed in the 
general description o f the early issues to 
which I venture to take exception. They 
are stated to show their “  D esign and in
scription in  r e lie f  on a coloured ground." 
The words I have put in italics are not, I 
th ink,correct; the stamps being lithographed 
there is, o f course, no actual r e lie f  and I 
cannot find that this term is technically 
employed to denote, what is the case here, 
that the designs and inscriptions are in 
white (or the colour o f the paper) on a 
ground o f the colour o f the ink used for the 
impression. It is not a  matter o f very great 
importance, but although collectors who 
know the A fghan stamps will understand 
what is meant, it is possible that others 
might suppose that the stam ps were em
bossed in some way.

In the case o f the two values o f the issue 
o f 18 7 1-2  (dated “ 12 8 9 ”), it is stated that 
these have been reproduced in black {forged 
apparently), and that no originals exist in 
that colour. On the other hand, the 1 shahi
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in sixty varieties o f type, dated “  1290,” is 
recognized as existing in d u ll p u rp le , as well 
as in H a d , but only on one o f the varieties 
of paper on which the stam ps o f that plate 
are known.

The troublesome stam ps o f 1880 and later, 
dated “  1298,” are arranged by colours and 
papers, full lists o f the varieties o f tint and of 
the minor variations o f the different natures 
of paper being given in the body o f the 
book, and the values found in each colour 
on each o f the principal varieties o f paper 
are quoted in the reference l i s t ; it is wisely 
recognized as im practicable to sort out all 
the minor varieties that exist upon the 
“ surface-ribbed”  and “  balon n e" papers, 
some of which it is impossible to distinguish 
except in unused copies with good margins. 
It is amongst these stam ps alone that any 
varieties o f at all dubious character are to 
be found ; certain impressions on coloured 
papers showing more than one value together 
may perhaps have been struck to order for 
some favoured person ; but these, even if 
they must be regarded as fancy impressions, 
may fairly be forgiven as the only evidence

o f philatelic influence in a  long career of 
postal purity.

It appears that the issue o f special stamps 
for the Registration Fee commenced earlier 
than has hitherto been supposed ; there was 
a  1 rupee stamp for this purpose connected 
with the issue o f 1892, and sim ilar in type 
and colour to the three stamps o f that date, 
but rather larger in size. It is believed to 
have been very rarely used, the charge being 
too high.

O f the new issue we learn that the 1 rupee 
is in sheets o f four types only, and that this 
value has appeared recently with a fairly 
clean-cut perforation, gauging nearly 12, 
which will no doubt be applied in due course 
to the other values also. 11 may be presumed 
that both this and the zigzag perforation o f 
the two lower values are considered to be 
official, as nothing is said to the contrary.

T h e  book is a  most interesting and useful 
one, filling a  want that must have been long 
felt by others besides myself, and I most 
heartily congratulate the authors and the 
publishers upon the successful completion 
o f a  good work.

“ OlcUTime memories”
B y  L. H A N C I A U

{Continuedfrom page 267, Vol. X V III,

T H E  following letter shows the mishaps 
which sometimes occur in sending 
stamps. (This letter was addressed 

to M. J .  B. Moens.)

M e d e l l in , February 14, 1887.
De a r  S i r ,

1 was writing to you in reference to the 
stamps which were missing from my last packet, 
when I had the pleasure of receiving your letter 
of December 24th, to which I hasten to reply.
I think we are on the track of the truth, and this 
is what appears to have taken place.

An employ^ of the Posts, by name Luis Diez 
Grenados, from whom you have received stamps 
and who is now in prison awaiting trial, turns 
out to be one of the most cunning and impudent 
thieves. Luckily he has been arrested in time 
to prevent him from committing any other mis* 
deeds, for in the space of one month he has stolen 
property to the value of more than ^2000. His 
last crime was probably that which he committed 
to my prejudice, and it is only during the draw
ing up of the case against him that it has been 
discovered that it was probably he who extracted 
from my letter the stamps which I was sending 
you.

He must have seen me- baying the Colombian 
stamps at the Post Office, and after having put 
them inside the letter, I handed it to him to be 
registered. He must then have simply opened 
nky letter, taken out some of the stamps and 
then despatched it with the rest of the stamps

“ Stanley Gibbons M onthly Jo u rn a l.")

inside it. You will see how clever he must have 
been, for the letter showed no sign of having 
been opened, as you said, and I was right in 
telling you that I had certainly put the stamps 
into the envelope. In his registration book my 
name appeared twice under the date of July 14th; 
once rightly, and the second time wrongly; for it 
was he himself who sent you the second packet. 
It was entirely owing to this false entry that the 
secret was found out. Since then the police have 
intercepted all letters arriving for him at the Post 
Office, and among them they found yours inform
ing him that you had sent 600 and odd francs 
for his account to Lucien Fourguez et Demoulis, 
of Paris, as the proceeds of the stamps. I was 
therefore asked whether I had really sent you 
two letters on the same day, July 14th, and on 
my answering “  No,” it was seen that there was 
a false entry in the registration book which was 
in his keeping. Having been summoned as a 
witness in this affair, I have had an opportunity 
of seeing your letter to this man among the con
tents of the “ dossier,”  and I saw that he had 
sent you two 2 pesos stamps, probably those 
which were missing from my letter, and fifteen 
50 centavos stamps, among which were doubt
less those which were also missing. In any case, 
the stam p which he sent to you were not his 
own, for he had stolen all of them. Were these 
stam p, of which I speak, the Antioquia 2 and 5 
pesos? If they were, then they were certainly 
mine, because this individual was employed in the 
national post office, and it was there that he com
mitted his crimes, and not in the State post office,
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which is completely independent of the former 
and with which he had nothing to do.

I have entered into all these details because I 
wished to convince you that I had indeed sent 
you the stamps which were missing from my 
packet.

That piece o f trickery recalled another of 
which I was told by the late Mile. Moens :—

A collector, a rich merchant, after making a 
purchase at the Galerie Bortier, carried off a 
copy of Moens’ Catalogue, 1892 edition, which 
he certainly could not have put into his pocket, 
for the book was a large one; it may be that 
it was a case of absence of mind, but he must 
surely have become aware of it in time. Never
theless, the book was never brought back !

H e r e  are some details, which 1 have just 
turned up and which have not yet been 
published. T h ey refer to Chili.

The L aw  of October 20th, 1852, brought 
about a considerable reduction in the rates 
o f postage for letters and ordered for the 
first time the use o f stam ps o f 1, 5, 10, and 
20 centavos. A rticle 1 o f the Law  says : —

Letters sent from one point to another in the 
Republic by land-post will be charged the follow
ing postage:—

Every letter not exceeding 5 adarmes, or 
ninety decigrammes, will be charged $ real or 

Jiv e  centavos.
Every letter above 5 adarmes, or ninety deci

grammes, will be charged 1 real or ten centavos.
Every letter weighing more than half an ounce, 

or one hundred and forty-four decigrammes, and 
not exceeding one ounce, or t\vo hundred and 
eighty-eight aecigrammes, will be charged 2 reales 
or twenty centavos.

Letters weighing more than one ounce will be 
charged at the rate of 2 reales or 20 centavos for 
every ounce or two hundred and eighty-eight 
decigrammes.

Art. 5. The President of the Republic will 
have the corresponding stamps sent out; these 
stamps will be sold at the revenue offices which 
the President will appoint, without any further 
payment for this new service.

Art. 9. Printed matter may be sent by express 
under the following conditions:—

1. Newspapers or periodical publications will 
be charged one centavo per number if the post
age is prepaid and two centavos in the contrary 
case.

2. Reports, reviews, and other printed matter 
will be charged at the rate of one centavo per 
ounce or fraction thereof up to half an ounce and 
the double in case the postage is not prepaid.

There is no mention here o f the date o f 
issu e ; probably it was Jan u ary  1st or Ju ly  
1st, 1853. According to this Decree there 
must have been four values o f stamps, 1 , 5, 
10, and 20 centavos. But it must be sup
posed that two values only were ready or 
ordered, for we have another Decree, which

com pletes the preceding is s u e ; it is dated 
Novem ber 8th, 1861 :—

With reference to the foregoing note, in order 
to facilitate the circulation of correspondence, 
and in virtue of the authority conferred on me by 
Article 5 of the Law of October 20th, 1852, 1 
ordain:—

From and after January 1st of next year (1862) 
postage stamps of the value of I and 20 centavos 
will be put into circulation.

In accordance herewith, the Director-General 
of Posts, in view of the requirements of the 
various provinces, and in conformity with the 
provisions of Article 133 of the General Postal 
Ordinance, will make requisition to the Govern
ment in due time for the number of sheets re
quired of the special paper for ordering a con
signment.

( S ig n e d )  F e r n a n d o  P e r e z .

M . A l c a l d e .

These two values 1 and 20 centavos 
appeared on Jan u ary  1st, 1862.

T he Law  o f Septem ber 13th , 1 866, made 
fresh regulations for the collection o f taxes 
by means o f stam ped paper, and contained 
the following instructions : —

Art. 4. The tax will be collected by means of 
stamps, either by stamped paper or by a special 
stamp.

Art. 5. The stamps are of five classes 
1st of the value of one centavo.
2nd ,, ,, two centavos
3rd „  „  five
4th „  „  ten „
5th , ,  „  twenty „

A  D ecree o f N ovem ber 6th, 1866, runs as 
follows :—

By virtue of the power conferred on me by 
Articles 26 and 27 o f the Law of September 13th 
last,

I have resolved and decreed:—
Art. I. The Law of September 13th o f the 

present year will come into force to its full extent 
and throughout the whole territory o f the Re
public on and after January 1st of the coming 
year, 1867.

Art. 3. The stamps referred to in the said Law 
will be the same as those used for paying postage, 
and both these stamps and the stamped paper 
will be provided by the Stamp Department* in 
the same form as at present.

( S ig n e d )  F e r n a n d o  P e r e z .
A .  R e y e s .

T he date Jan u ary  1st, 1867, is applicable 
only to the fiscal stam ps ; the Post Office 
was still distributing the stam ps o f x 852- 
62, and did not begin to issue new ones 
until Ju n e  1st, 1867, for the 2 centavos, and 
Jan u ary  1st, 1868, in the case o f the other 
values.

* The original says “ l'estanco,” meaning “ monopoly." 
Presumably some person or company had a  monopoly of 
tbe sale and supply o f stamps.— T r a n s .
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On January 8th, 1872, the following decree 
was published :—

In view of the foregoing Note, and consider
ing that the use of correspondence cards offers 
great advantages to the public and facilitates 
communication by the saving made by employing 
these cards, and also that the trial of them made 
by the postal authorities of Santiago and Val
paraiso has been received favourably, I decree:—

The use is introduced of correspondence cards, 
which will enjoy the same privileges as do private 
letters, for free circulation in all the territory of the 
Republic, both by land and by sea, by the coast
ing lines of steamers and as well by the national 
lines as by those of the English company subsi
dized by the State, provided always that the said 
correspondence cards be delivered at the post 
offices duly prepaid by means of 2 centavos 
stamps for those cards going by land and of 5 
centavos for sea-borne cards.

(Signed) F e r n a n d o  E r r a z i e r e z .
E. A l t a m i r a n o .

The 2 and 5 centavos cards here spoken 
of were issued on Janu ary 1st, 1873, and it 
was then only that the provisional use 
ceased, and becam e general throughout the 
Republic.

According to the pream ble, upon which 
it was based, the Decree o f February 16th, 
1878, established the following regulation :—

Art. 1. On and after April 1st next (1878), the 
use of postage stamps for payment of the tax 
established by the Law of September 1st, 1874, 
will be abolished.

This payment will he made by means of special 
stamps which will be distributed by the authori
ties of the “  Estanoo.”

Art. 2. The Ministry of the General Treasury 
will send to the “  Estanco ”  the stamps intended 
for this purpose, so that the latter establishment 
may distribute them accordingly, and hand them 
over to the various departments.

(Signed) P into.
A. Ma ttie .

The postage stam ps o f  1867 ceased there
fore to be used for fiscal purposes from the 
beginning o f April, 1878, the date at which 
certain fiscal stam ps were issued.

I h a v e  also the following letter, which 
does not seem to m e to lack interest; it is 
from Mr. F . D re w :—

S ir ,
Windsor, Ja n u a ry  2$th, 1878.

A post was established long ago at Kash
mir and at J  ummoo, indeed before the introduction 
of stamps in 1866 (1923). I was at Jummoo at 
that date. The most importaut line of posts, 
and, during a certain part of the year, the only 
one, is from Jummoo to Siranagar. Jummoo is 
the capital o f the whole territory, and the 
Maharajah usually resides there. Siranagar is 
the chief town of Kashm ir; it is governed by

a Governor or Viceroy of the Maharajah, and 
the latter goes there almost every year for some 
months. The distance between the two towns is 
about 160 miles ; the country is excessively rough 
and extends over several chains of mountains.

As a rule it takes a traveller twelve days to 
cover this distance; but the post makes arrange
ments for doing it in twenty-four or twenty-six 
hours. Carriers are posted at intervals of 1$ 
miles, and these men receive the bag and carry 
it to the next station, running as fast as the 
rough ground will allow them.

The post offices are not managed very sys
tematically, but there has certainly been some 
improvement since postage stamps have been 
introduced

There are no letter-boxes, but the letters are 
handed to the person in the post office.

The difficulty of distributing the letters is 
increased by the absence of any names to the 
streets. It is therefore necessary to write upon 
the envelope a quantity of details so that the 
persons for whom the letters are intended may 
be discovered.

This is all I can rememlier that would be of 
interest to you. I trust these few lines may 
be of some use.

I remain, etc.,
(Signed) F r e d e r i c  D r e w .

T o  conclude, here is something that I 
read not so very long ago, in a  newspaper 
o f which 1 have forgotten the title. It 
referred to imitations o f stamps, and in
cidentally to the forgery o f a  1000-franc 
French banknote. T h e newspaper said :—

For having forged a IOOO-franc French bank
note M. Gatebourse was condemned to the galleys, 
and, as everything in his career must needs be 
extraordinary, the unfortunate man lost his way 
on the coast o f New Caledonia, in trying to 
escape with a companion, and both o f them saere 

fo u n d  shortly ajteraards completely devoured by 
the crabs.

T o  be recognized a fte r  having been eaten 
up entirely by crabs is not at all bad. And 
if he was really recognized after being com
pletely eaten up it must have been after he 
had been digested b y the crabs. I think 
the newspapers exaggerate sometimes, and 
possibly in other cases besides that which 
1 have quoted. [T h e  tale sounds rather 
“ fish y ”  certainly.—T r a n s . ]

A SPLENDID START  
THE FINEST PACKET

Packet No. 67, tooo varieties. This packet con* 
tains 1000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, 
Bands, And Cards), and is the cheapest packet 
ever offered b y  S. G ., Ltd., satisfaction being 
absolutely guaranteed. T he price it is offered at 
is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection, 
embracing as it does scores o f  scarce varieties, 
provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and 
obsolete varieties.

15 s ., post-free and registered*
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd..
3»t Strand, Loodon, W .C .
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Ocean Penny Postage
B y  E. B. E V A N S

ON the first o f next month a  notable 
addition will be made to the list o f 
countries to which we can send a 

letter for the sm all charge o f One Penny. 
B y  the introduction o f Penny Postage be
tween G reat Britain and the United States 
another long step has been taken in the 
direction o f the U niversal Penny Postage, 
which has been advocated so long and which 
som e o f us m ay yet live to see, and the im
portance o f  that step lies in the fact that this 
cheap rate is now, for the first time, ex
tended to a  country that is neither a  British 
colony nor under British  guidance, but is a  
great independent State, united to us by 
ties o f relationship and friendship, which 
Penny Postage should do much to strengthen.

U nder the circum stances it is natural that 
w e should be rem inded o f  earlier efforts to 
reduce international rates o f postage, and 
more especially to the proposal o f “  Ocean 
Penny Postage,”  so  zealously advocated 
somd sixty years ago b y Elihu Burritt, him
se lf  a  native o f the U nited States.

Elihu  Burritt, however, had in view  som e
thing far more important and (m ay we add ?) 
fa r more im practicable, than a  m ere scheme 
o f  cheap postage. T h is  grand idea was a  
League o f U niversal Brotherhood, which 
should bring into actual operation that 
Peace and Goodwill which Christianity has 
been preaching for nineteen hundred years, 
but which Christians seem  still to regard as

Utopian. Abolition o f  S lavery would have 
been a  natural result, and standing armies 
were to follow. Cheap postage was merely 
a  m eans towards the desired end ; bring all 
the nations o f the earth into frequent and 
ea sy  epistolary and com m ercial communica
tion, and i f  they did not all learn to love one 
another they would at least find good busi
ness reasons for keeping the peace. Such 
was the idea, and a  very  good idea too.

F o r  reasons which will be explained later, 
the advocacy o f cheap postage seems to 
have been carried  on for the most part in 
this country, where E lihu  Burritt spent a 
good  m any y e a r s ; the pictorial advertise
m ents o f the schem e, consisting for the most 

art o f  illustrated envelopes, appear to have 
een all designed and published here, as was 

a lso  the pam phlet in which the nature and 
limitations o f the plan were fully set forth. 
Som e o f these illustrated envelopes are well 
known to collectors o f stam ps, indeed a  sup
posed stam p  cut from the corner o f one of 
them was not infrequently found in old col
lections. It is not unlikely that a  good many 
o f  these envelopes found their w ay across 
the Atlantic, addressed b y E lih u  Burritt and 
his E n g lish  fellow-workers to their friends 
on the other side. W e m ay suppose that it 
w as fa r  more rarely that specim ens o f these 
envelopes were used in the United States 
for correspondence with G reat Britain ; 1 
happen to possess a  couple o f copies thus

• 3 3 a n n a ' 3 
h Vj. n.^
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v,
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used, the only specim ens I have seen, and 
an illustration o f one o f them forms an ap
propriate heading to this article. I t  is rather 
heavily postmarked, but the marks being all 
in red  do not appear so disfiguring in the 
original as they do in the illustration. The 
design is the fam iliar one with the device for 
an “ Ocean P o stag e”  stam p  at upper left, 
and a space for an adhesive at upper right. 
In this space is struck a  plain circular mark 
containing figures “ 24,”  probably denoting 
that the postage was 24 cen ts ; above this 
and partly overlapping it is a circular ob
literating m ark o f bars. There are two 
impressions o f a  m ark inscribed “ CLEVE
LAND . o . p a id ,”  in a circle, with the date 
“ OCT II ”  in the centre, one of them partly 
covering a  larger figure “ 3,” which per
haps denotes the inland rate o f postage. 
Finally, there is the postm ark “ AMERICA— 
LIVERPOOL,”  in a circle, enclosing “ paid— 
OC 26— □  53 E,”

In spite o f the fact that articles were 
published, in philatelic and other papers, 
a few years ago ,*  showing exactly what 
Elihu Burritt’s proposals were, m any people 
still suppose that the Ocean Penny Postage 
of his time was the sam e thing as the Inter
national Penny Postage that has been advo
cated in later days, and with a considerable 
measure o f success. But such is not the 
case at all. “  Ocean Penny Postage ” meant 
simply what it said, and no m o re ; in its 
great advocate’s own words it m e a n t:—

That the single service o f transporting a letter, 
weighing under half an ounce, from any seaport 
of the United Kiogdom to any port beyond the 
seas at which the British mail packets may touch, 
shall be performed by the English Government 
for one penny and vice-versd ;  or, one penny for 
its mere conveyance from Folkestone to Boulogne, 
Southampton to Bombay, Hull to Hamburg, or 
from Liverpool to Boston. As we would not ask 
the English Government to perform any other 
than this single service on a letter for a  penny, 
consequently the entire charge upon one trans
mitted from any town in the United Kingdom, 
either maritime or inland, to any port beyond the 
seas, would be twopence—one penny for the in
land rate, the other for the sea rate.

And there would, o f course, have been in 
addition the inland rate o f the country to 
which the letter was addressed.

The scheme was also, we see, limited, in 
the first instance at all events, to mails 
carried to or from Great Britain, under con
tracts with the British G overnm ent; this, no 
doubt, included a  very much larger propor
tion o f the vjorld’s Ocean M ails than it 
would do now, but we siiay  presume that a  
letter from an y part o f Europe, passing 
through England on its. way to Am erica, 
would have been ch arged : first, the inland 
rate to the continental p o rt; second, a  penny

* See Monthly journal for January, 1899.

front the continental port to the British port; 
third, another penny for the British inland 
rate ; fourth, a  penny for the carriage from 
Liverpool to Boston or elsewhere, and, 
finally, the inland rate in the United States. 
Possibly this would have amounted to a  good 
deal less than the postal charges o f those 
days, but practically the greatest advantages 
o f Ocean Penny Postage would have been 
enjoyed by the inhabitants o f these islands 
and their correspondents. T h e inscription 
on the envelope illustrated above : “ Britain ! 
From  thee the W orld expects an Ocean 
Penny Postage to m ake her children One 
Fraternity.”  was not in reality quite so appro
priate as that upon another o f the same 
period, which reads : “  Britain ! Bestow 
this Boon, and be in Blessing Blest. Ocean 
Penny Postage will link all lands w ith  Thee 
in T rad e &  Peace.”

In point o f fact the highest aspirations o f 
the advocates o f Ocean Penny Postage were 
more than realized years ago, in the Two- 
pence-halfpenny rate of the U niversal Postal 
Union ; and Elihu  Burritt, whose far more 
modest proposals were never carried out, 
would

Confess himself beaten
By Henniker Heaton,

who has succeeded in extending the inland 
rate o f those days to the uttermost parts o f 
the earth, though not at present to our 
nearest neighbours—but that will come.

A ll honour to the early advocates o f 
Postal Reform , whose proposals, had they 
been adopted, would have vastly improved 
the arrangem ents o f their own time. T aking 
the case o f the envelope shown in the illus
tration ; under the Ocean Penny Postage 
schem e the charge would have been three 
cents for inland postage in the United 
States, two cents for Ocean Postage, and 
two cents for inland postage in Great 
Britain, or seven cents in a l l ; a  great re
duction on the twenty-four cents which 
appear to have been paid, but at the same 
time forty per cent, higher than the Postal 
Union rate o f five cents, which modern re
formers tell us is so extortionate.

“  A  Penny all the way ”  was undreamt o f 
by practical reformers sixty years a g o ; at 
the present day we seem to regard it as 
som ething which ought to have been given 
us much sooner, and we want a  “ Tuppenny 
T u b e ”  under the Atlantic to make the thing 
complete. _________

STA N LEY GIBSONS
T R IC E S CATALOGUE Or
THE POSTAGE STAM PS OF THE WORLS

Vol. I. Great Britain and Colonies. 
Post-free, as. 9<l.

Vol. II. The Rest of the World.
Post-free, as. tod.
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Philatelic Dotes and Quenies
B y  E .  B .  E V A N S

AN article in T he Stam p L o v er  for Ju ly  
lam ents the unpopularity o f “ Proofs 

' and E ssays,”  and endeavours to prove 
that they are “ worthy o f more popularity” 
than they at present possess. T he argument 
appears to be that Proofs and E ssays , being 
much rarer than stam ps, should therefore be 
much more valuable, and for the same reason 
m ore popular. It does not quite follow, and 
in this instance there is a  very simple 
answ er to the argument, and that is that 
Proofs and E ssays  are not Stam ps, and 
therefore there is no reason why the col
lector o f stam ps should admit them into his 
collection at all. T h ey  are never likely to 
be popular, i f  only on account o f the rarity 
o f  all those o f them that are o f any real 
interest. P ro o fs , that is to say, impressions 
o f adopted types, taken either before the 
completion o f the engraving or printed from 
the com pleted die itself, and C o lo u r-tria ls, 
printed for submission to the authorities, 
w ill always be o f interest to the specialist, 
who wants to illustrate the whole history 
o f his sta m p s; but as it is unlikely that 
there will be more than a  dozen specialists 
in the stam ps o f the same country at 
the sam e time, a  dozen copies o f these 
Proofs and T rial impressions will m eet the 
dem and. E ssa ys  are on a very different 
footing and vary  very greatly-in interest, from 
those subm itted in response to an official 
request to those got up spontaneously by 
speculators on the credulity o f collectors. 
T h e  multiplication o f the latter class effect
u ally destroyed all dem and for E ssays  some 
years ago, when any one who could get up 
a  pretty, or even an ugly, little design, sub
mitted it to some Postal Authority (even 
this little form ality was not always gone 
through), and on its desired rejection printed 
o ff copies in all the colours o f the rainbow 
and sold them to  all who were foolish 
enough to buy them. A s specialism  in
creases and the historical method of collect
in g  spreads, there will doubtless arise a 
wider dem and for these things, that is to 
say  there will be the sam e limited dem and 
for Proofs and E ssays o f  a  greater number 
o f countries than there is now. Hut I see 
no reason to suppose that the demand will 
ever be otherwise than extrem ely limited, 
for the sim ple reason that the great m ajority 
o f Stam p Collectors will content them selves 
with collecting Stam ps.

T h e  above was written before I had seen 
M r. Phillips’s note on the same subject in 
the number o f the 12th inst., from which I 
gather that genuine Proofs and E ssays  are

not even now so unpopular or unsaleable as 
the writer o f the article in question sup
posed ; but still it is not to be expected that 
there will ever be the sam e general demand 
for these things that there is for actual 
stamps.

* * *

A s  we are all aware, overprints seem to take 
a  delight in varying them selves in fashions 
alike unexpected and undesired (except by 
those who speculate in the results), but now 
and again we hear o f little efforts in this 
direction which seem to be really too in
genious to be possible. On some o f the 
French stam ps, both the 15  c., state-green, 
and the to  c., rose-carm ine, overprinted 
“  F . M .”, there is a  single stam p— to be exact, 
the left-hand stam p in the second horizontal 
row o f the entire sheet— which shows no 
stop after the letter “  M .” A fter careful 
examination, a  writer in a French journal has 
come to the conclusion that the missing 
stop is not really lost, but has m anaged with 
unwonted m odesty to hide itse lf amongst the 
strokes o f the “ M ,” where it must cause 
that letter great inconvenience. Another 
journal not only confirms this curious dis
covery, but adds that the stam p immediately 
above the one in question on the 10 c. sheet 
possesses both the stop after the letter and 
the one in the middle o f it, and believes that 
these erratic periods are som e sort of 
“ marque de controle,”  the elusive “ secret 
m ark ”  which was so constantly discovered 
by earlier students. I must say that I was 
brought up to believe that a  stop was a 
thing that stopped where it was p u t ; still 
I know now that such a  thing can lie 
omitted or m ay even disappear, but 1 never 
before heard o f a  stop that floated about 
and mixed itself up with a  letter, and 1 
rather incline to the belief that the letters 
“  M * in question are suffering from swollen 
joints, the result o f overprinting.

T h e  vexed question o f the minor variety 
and what shall we do with it, is always with 
us, and probably alw ays will be. It is even 
a disputed point, in some cases, what is a 
minor variety and what is a  major. Incident
ally, I may rem ark that I have never yet 
met with any one who collects majors, there 
seems to be no dem and for them, but perhaps 
this is irrelevant. T he question at the 
present day is not as to the existence of 
minor varieties, o f that there is no possible 
doubt, neither is it altogether a  question of
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collectability. Anything that exists is col
lectable, and besides collectors are free, if 
they only knew it, to collect what they 
please, regardless o f catalogues. T he real 
question is, are all these minor varieties 
to be catalogued, or not, and if not all, 
which are to be adm itted and which ex
cluded ? T here  are advocates on both sides 
and there are good argum ents for both sides. 
Some people say that a  catalogue should be 
as comprehensive as possible, should include 
everything, and collectors should be left to 
choose for themselves what they will take 
and what they will leave ; others maintain 
that a catalogue should give some guidance 
to collectors and enable them to discrim
inate between the important varieties and 
those o f less importance, leaving the latter 
to the specialist, who requires no catalogue, 
or can make one for himself.

1 confess that I see excellent reasons for 
agreeing with both and for disagreeing with 
both. A  catalogue, a  dealer’s catalogue (no 
others are talked o f nowadays), is in the 
first place a  list o f what the publisher 
has or may have for sale, and as a matter o f 
business it is to his interest to make it as 
comprehensive as possible, seeing that so 
many collectors collect by the catalogue, and 
accept what is in it and reject what is not. 
Such a  catalogue should, o f course, be con
sistent in its com prehensiveness, which as a 
rule is not the case. On the other hand, 
there is a great deal to be said in favour o f 
making the dealer’ s catalogue a  guide to the 
general collector, and leaving the specialist 
to the stock books, where he m ay sometimes 
pick up bargains 1 But will the majority o f 
collectors be pleased with th is? I very 
much doubt it. T h e inclusion o f m inor 
varieties is not by any means solely due to 
the greed o f the dealer, who wants to sell as 
many stamps as possible. There are col
lectors who are anxious to see in the cata
logue every minor variety that they possess, 
especially i f  they happen to have a  duplicate 
or two of it— curious, but perhaps not 
entirely unnatural, for it is wonderful what a 
difference inclusion in a  catalogue makes in 
the market value o f a minor variety.

The A u stra lia n  P h ila te lis t for June con
tains some remarks, with which I fully 
agree, upon the subject o f overloading the 
catalogues with varieties o f shade which are 
most difficult to describe and to identify, and 
which are usually quite unintentional ; and 
also upon the question o f inverted and side
ways watermarks, and chalky paper. T he 
chalky surface is, q f course, a  variation in 
the paper which is,intentional and of some 
little importance, but it certainly seems 
unadvisable to catalogue separately the 
varieties thus produced in the current and 
recent stamps o f G reat Britain and divers 
British colonies. T he surface seems to be

less perceptible and permanent than in the 
case o f some o f the stamps o f New South 
W ales, and o f Portugal and colonies, it 
seems to disappear altogether with a little 
usage and washing, and under those cir
cumstances it should be sufficient to indicate 
in the catalogue the fact that certain stamps 
exist upon su rfaced , or u nsurfaced  paper, or 
both.

T he position o f a watermark is a  matter 
o f little 01 no importance, and unless it 
happens to afford an additional means o f 
recognizing a variety o f shade with which it 
m ay be connected, it is hardly worthy of 
notice. In connection with the question o f 
inverted watermarks, The A u st. P h . makes 
one statement which puzzles me : “  In some 
cases the varieties m ay be accidental, in 
others deliberate ; as for instance some of 
the N ew  South W ales stamps which are 
placed tite-beche on the plate.” W hat are 
these tetc-blche New South W ales? I can
not find them in the catalogue, but possibly 
some o f the plates consisted o f panes set 
two different ways, if  so, unsevered impres
sions o f them appear to be unknown. I can 
only think o f certain stamps of Great Britain 
and Grenada intentionally arranged on the 
plates in such a  manner that h alf o f them 
must inevitably have the watermark in
verted.

T h e journal 1 have quoted m akes one ex
cellent recommendation. It points out that 
in certain countries, such as G reat Britain, 
France, and the United States, the gauge o f 
the perforation has not varied for years, and 
suggests that Australia would do well to 
strive after sim ilar uniformity ; and indeed 
it would be an excellent thing, but appar
ently too good to be hoped for ; uniformity 
in an y point seems to be the last thing that 
the postal authorities o f Australia seek for.

T he C o lo n ia l Office Jo u rn a l, o f which I 
have before m e the first number o f its second 
volume, always contains a  few pages upon 
“  Colonial Stam ps,”  from which a  good deal 
o f information may be derived by the dis
criminating reader. There was a  tendency 
at first, on the part o f some philatelic jour
nals, to treat the announcements o f stamps 
that were to be expected in the near (or 
distant) future, as if they were actual chroni
cles o f new issues, and thus a  few items 
found their way into the catalogues some
what prematurely. W iser counsels now 
prevail in most quarters, and these semi
official predictions are allowed to await 
accomplishment before the stamps referred 
to are form ally listed.

T h e  very uncomplimentary' remarks that 
have been made o f late on the subject o f 
Colonial Post Offices which run out o f stamps 
with suspicious frequency, and are always
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ready to issue p ro visio n a ls , have naturally 
attracted the attention o f the Jo u rn a l, and 
the latter has, equally naturally, attempted a  
general defence o f officials who unavoidably 
run short o f necessary values and have to 
supply their places with tem porary m ake
shifts.

T he whole case o f course turns upon the 
question o f unavoidable necessity. T he 
belief o f most people who know anything 
about the matter is that real necessity very 
seldom arises, and that with reasonable care 
it would never arise at all— well, hardly e v e r ! 
I f  it were once fully understood by all con
cerned, from Commissioners to Postmasters 
and Postm istresses, that running out of 
stamps was a thing that must not occur, 
and that provisional stamps were not to be 
issued under any circumstances whatever, 
all this nonsense would be put a stop to at 
once. O f course opportunities have been 
afforded by the action of higher authorities 
in allowing little places like the Caym an 
Islands to have separate stamps o f their 
own ; in a  climate like that of the W est 
Indies it is impossible to keep on hand 
stocks o f stam ps sufficient for several years’ 
consumption, consequently the stock o f a 
low value is always at the m ercy o f a  specu
lator. But a  Postmaster can protect his 
stock if he finds it running low by refusing 
to sell large quantities at a  time to any one 
person— as is often done in the case o f these 
precious provisionals— and, in one o f these 
little insignificant places, i f  there were no 
stamps at all on hand for a  week or two, very 
little inconvenience would be caused ; and if  
it were understood that, i f  stam ps ran out, 
postage was to be received in cash and the 
letters marked “  paid,”  stam ps never would 
run out. T h e remedy for the Caym an Islands 
disease is to withdraw altogether the privi
lege o f having special stam ps, which has 
been so disgracefully abused, and which 
need never have been granted, and let the 
inhabitants revert to the use o f  the stam ps 
o f Jam aica, which I suppose they used down 
to 19 C 0 , i f  indeed they required stam ps at 
all.

I g reatly  regret to see in a well-known 
stamp journal such a recommendation as the 
following :—

Our advice to Colonial postmasters is to be 
practical. I f  you can get rid of your old stock 
by surcharging it, then surcharge i t ;  collectors 
are not compelled by law to buy it, and if  they 
do so, it is a  fair assumption that they do so 
because they like it.

T h is really seems to me the most disastrous 
and deplorable advice that could possibly be 
given. Supposing that it were extensively 
followed for about twelve months, what would 
be the result? W ell, one result would be

that the collecting o f N ew Issues, or at 
least o f Provisional and Surcharged stamps, 
would practically be dead ; the goose that 
lays the golden eggs would take to sitting 
tight upon them, and would lay no more. 
E w c n ’s W eekly Stam p N ew s, from which 
the above paragraph is quoted, would be 
needed no longer, nor would an y other 
W eekly stamp p a p e r ; and stam p collecting 

generally would suffer a  very  considerable 
shock. It is all very well to say that collec
tors are not obliged to buy certain stamps, 
but if they do not buy them, the old stock 
will not be got rid of. T h ey do not buy 
these unnecessary things because they like 
them, m any collectors are thoroughly dis
gusted with the constant raids that are 
made upon their pockets ; but all collectors 
want to keep their collections up to date, 
and if they give up buying certain stamps, 
it means that they give up collecting the 
stam ps o f a  certain country, and this gradual 
boycotting of countries that deserve it is as 
bad for Philately as it is for stam p dealing.

Post offices are not established solely for 
the sale o f stam ps and for the purpose of 
getting rid o f old stock, in preparation for 
the introduction o f the latest fashions. En
thusiastic philatelists seem sometimes to for
get that the real business o f a  post office is 
the transmission and delivery o f letters, etc., 
and sometimes o f telegram s, and that stamps 
are not for the sole purpose o f collecting 
revenue from those who collect stam ps, but 
for indicating prepayment o f postage.

T h e  postal authorities o f N ew  Zealand 
appear either to be totally devoid o f any 
sense o f humour or else to have that faculty 
abnorm ally developed. M essrs. Whitfield 
K ing  &  Co. have had some most interesting 
correspondence with them on the subject 
o f the K ing  Ed w ard  V I I  Land stam ps, upon 
which I have made a  few cursory remarks 
already— in another place.

T h e Ipswich firm wrote out to N ew  Zea
land in Decem ber last as follows :—

We enclose a cutting from a London news
paper stating that the Government of New Zea
land has approved the proposal for opening a 
Post Office in King Edward V II Land, and that 
a  “ suilable”  surcharged stamp will be issued. We 
do not quite understand the paragraph in ques
tion, as we take it that King Edward V II  Land 
is uninhabited except by penguins and seals, who 
do not use postage stamps or write letters. We 
assume that the stamps in question are to be put 
on letters, sent home by members o f the Nimrod 
Expedition to the South Pole, and that they are 
being issued merely as curiosities and not for Iona 

fid e  postal use.
We should be much obliged if you could give 

us any further information concerning these labels, 
and if they are really a legitimate issue, where we 
can obtain a supply of them.
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I n his answer to this letter, the Secretary 
to the General Post Office at W ellington 
took no notice o f M essrs. W hitfield K ing 
and Co.’s insinuations as to the nature and 
character o f the inhabitants o f the territory 
referred to, and their epistolary capability 
(indeed, it is evident that where there are 
/Vvguins there must be pens, and sea ls  are 
equally handy articles o f stationery), so he 
gravely wrote on the 10th February :—

In reply to your letter of the 24th December 
last, to the Chief Postmaster, Auckland, about 
King Edward V II  Land postage stamps at id.,
I beg to inform you that the stamps are sold only 
at the King Edward V II Land Post Office.

Messrs. Whitfield K ing &  Co. seem still 
to have entertained some doubts, for they 
wrote again :—

We are in receipt of your letter of the 10th 
ultimo, informing us that King Edward V II 
Land postage stamps of id. are sold only at the 
King Edward V II  Land Post Office. From this 
we can only assume that there really is a Post 
Office in King Edward V II Land, and we shall 
therefore be obliged if you will inform us of its 
exact locality, in what town it is situate, and 
whether, if we address a letter to the place, 
accompanied by a remittance, we may depend 
upon receiving a supply of the postage stamps in 
due course. Also please inform us if registered 
letters are accepted for transmission to the place 
above-mentioned.

This elicited the following rather vague 
information :—

In reply to your letter o f the 2tst March last, 
No. 162,356, I have to inform you that the Post 
Office at King Edward V II  Land is in the South 
Polar Regions, and if you address a communica
tion to the Postmaster, it will be despatched in 
the mail to that office by the first opportunity, 
which will probably be about a year hence. 
Registered letters are accepted for transmission 
to King Edward V II Land. The Postmaster is 
not bound to supply stamps on requisition by 
post.

The Secretary is evidently quite equal to 
the occasion, and is doubtless a  gentlem an 
of infinite jest. Lon g service in the N ew 
Zealand Post Office has rendered him quite 
capable o f dealing with any little philatelic 
problems that m ay arise. But he cam e 
perilously near what is known as a  “ termino
logical inexactitude”  when he stated that 
“ the Post Office at K ing  Edw ard V I I  Land 
is in the South Polar Regions,”  for it seems 
improbable that the expedition has yet 
reached the Prom ised Land, and in that, 
case the Post Office thereof cannot yet have 
come into existence. H cw ever, the nature 
of these labels with a  “  suitable ”  surcharge is 
pretty well understood by collectors, who will 
treat them as they feel disposed. It is only 
fair to add that, so far as  I am  aware, there 
has been no attempt at present to m ake use

o f them for speculative purposes, and, unless 
a  little stock has been retained in New 
Zealand, we shall probably hear no more 
o f them for another year or two. In the 
meantime, if the expedition should be so 
unfortunate as to lose any o f its baggage, 
the case containing the stamps would be 
am ongst the articles that could be most 
easily spared. “  It never would be missed ” 
b y philatelists at any rate.

M r . F . J .  M e l v il l e , the indefatigable 
President o f the Junior Philatelic Society, 
has sent me another o f those little books by 
means o f which he has done so much for the 
popularization o f Philately. It is entitled A  
P en n y a ll the W a y : the S to ry  o f  P en n y  
Postage, and is inspired by the sam e event 
as that which led to the inditing o f a  few 
remarks upon “ Ocean Penny Postage,” 
which appear on another page o f this 
number.

Mr. M elville goes further back and, com 
mencing with the Penny Posts o f some two 
hundred and fifty years ago, g ives us a  most 
interesting account o f the early attempts at 
introducing cheap postage, local and general, 
and o f the struggles o f the promoters, who 
as soon as their undertakings began to pay 
were charged with infringing the monopoly 
o f persons who either did not do the same 
work at all, or who charged very much 
higher rates for the same service.

After tracing the history o f .'ocal Penny 
Posts down to the time when Penny Postage 
was established throughout the United 
Kingdom , the author passes on to the con
sideration o f the efforts made a little later to 
extend the rate further, and tells us o f the 
“ Ocean Penny P o stage”  plans and o f the 
proposals for U niversal Penny Postage, 
which, as stated elsewhere, have so nearly 
attained their accomplishment.

In  addition to portraits o f Postal R e 
formers and Postmasters-Gener.i 1 (they have 
not always been united in the sam e person), 
and illustrations o f the M ulready and other 
pictorial envelopes, etc., the book contains a  
reprint o f one o f Elihu  Burritt's pamphlets, 
an important document showing exactly 
what the reform was that he was aim ing at 
in the middle o f last century.

I congratulate M r. M elville upon having 
produced a  most timely little work, illus
trating the close connection between Philately 
and the study o f postal history.

A VERY HANDSOME PRESENT
Packet N o. 69, 2000 varieties. A  grand packet, 

every stamp being different and genuine, and thus 
forming a choice collection in itself.

£ 3 , post-free and registered.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,

Strand, Leaden, W .C.
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Deiv Issues and Discoveries
B y  F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

I should be most grateful I f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
issues o f  stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once If 
desired, together with stamp fo r  postage;  or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number fo r  each penny fa c e  oalue and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILDP8, 391 6trand. London, W.O.

Brunei.—In G .S.W ., No. 190, an error crept 
into the description of some changes of colour 
here. The 8 c. was mentioned as having been 
altered. This is wrong; the 8 c. remains as 
before, but the 5 c. now appears in black and 
orange, the colours of the 8 c. Possibly later 
there will be a change for the latter value, but 
meantime the chronicle in the above number 
relative to the 8 c. (No. 29) should be cancelled 
and replaced by the following:—

4

1908. Change 0 /  colour. Type 4. Centre in f irs t  colour, 
IVmk. Multiple Crown C A. Per/, 14.
28! 5 c., grey-black and orange-yellow.

E a st A frica and U gan d a .— Coll, de 
Timbres-Poste hears that the 1 c., grey-brown, 
issued at the beginning of this year, has been 
changed in colour to brown-red. We shall not 
formally chronicle this until we have seen the 
stamp.

Rio de Oro.—According to L e Coll, de 
Timbres-Poste, the 75 c. of last year has been 
surcharged 15 c., similarly to No. 39 in the 
Supplement, but in black instead of carmine.

3 7
1909. Type 3 surcharged w ith  T jpe  7 in  black. 

40*15 c. on 75 c., orange-brown.

Roumania.—According to The Postage Stamp 
(12.9.08), the Bazaar chronicles the discovery of 
a specimen of the I ban o f 1902 perf. 13$ all 
round. The 15  bani o f the same date has been 
known with this perforation for some time.

s6
1902. Type 16 (inscribed '* s b a n ” ). N o wmk. Pt>f. 13$, 

4330I 1 b., brown.
Present No. 433a becomes 433^-

Sw itzerland.—We have received the new 
30 c. Swiss stamp, which is of the same type 
and nature as the 40 c. described in G .S.lV I, 
No. 19 1. The colours, in our opinion, do not 
coincide with those mentioned in Fore;gn Notes 
recently. In the chronicle of the above men
tioned 40 c. the stamps are described as having 
no watermark. As a matter of fact, it is water
marked with the Large Cross, Type 13, and tbe 
30 c. has also this watermark. For the sake of 
regularity it would be well to cancel the description 
in No. 191 and substitute as follows :—

m \llMlllll.
M ill1!

16 13
A ug. -S bpt., 1908. Type 16. Figures o f  value, fip ire  of 

H elvetia, and fra m e  line in f i r s t  colour. Granite 
paper. Wtnk. Type 13. Perf. u£, 19.

943130 c., pale green and golden brown.
944)40 c., orange-yellow and purple.

Tasm ania . — The A ustralian Philatelist (Aug.) 
reports the issue of the 6d. on Common
wealth paper perforated 12^. We have already 
chronicled this value perf. ir.

*9
1908. Type *9. IVtnk, Crown over & , Type 33. Perf. iaf 

6d., lake.

Printed by W. B b sk d o n  & S on,  Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
96 September, 1908.
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Countries of the lUorld
By W. PERCY BARNSDALL 
Germany
(Thurn an d  T a x is , N. G erm an  C on fed era tion , an d  G erm an  E m p ire )— continued

Thurn and T a x is —continued

T H E  States composing the German- 
Austrian Postal Union in 18 6 1 de
cided to secure more uniformity in the 

colours o f the stamps circulating within its 
districts, and to this end the following 
colours were agreed upon : 4 pfennige or 
\ sgr,, green ; 6 pf. or £ sgr., yellow ; 1 sgr., 
rose ; 2 sgr., blue ; and 3 sgr., brown.

At the same time the 1 kr. was deemed 
equivalent to £ sgr. instead o f £ sgr. as 
previously. This necessitated five changes 
for the Northern District (the 3 sgr. evidently 
not being considered a proper brown), and 
but three for the Southern District, as the 
t kr. was already green.

The change o f colour began to take effect 
in 1862, when in April , the 1 sgr. appeared 
in rose. T he £ sgr. was issued in February, 
1863, and the £ sgr. in the M ay following. 
The 3 sgr. appeared in Septem ber o f the 
same year in what is known to collectors as 
bistre. T he 2 sgr. was altered in January, 
1864, and in Ju ly  o f the same year the J  sgr. 
appeared in black, doubtless altered to 
prevent any confusion with the brown of 
other values. Corresponding changes were 
made during 1862 in the colours o f the 
3, 6, and 9 kreuzer. AH the stam ps re
mained imperforate.

1862-4. Types as before. Colours changed. 
Im perforate.

N orthern D istrict.

|  sgr,, black ,

Unused.
S . d.

• . I o

Used. 
s. d. 
i 6

i  „  green . . . i 3 4  o
£ „  yellow . • 7 6 o 6
1 „  rose . . IO o o 6
a ,, blue . . . 2 o 2  O
3 „  bistre . . O 9 I O

Southern D istrict. 
3 kr., rose . . 1 . 6 o O 2
6 „  blue - - O 9 o 5
9 „  bistre . t o O 3

In 1865 it was decided to introduce the 
convenience o f perforation, but this took the 
form of rgulettin g , much in favour amongst 
the German States, instead o f the ordinary

perforation adopted by most other countries. 
T he work was entrusted to Naumann, the 
printer, and the new stamps began to appear 
in Novem ber “ rouletted in lin e” rather 
roughly. The colours were the same as 
before, though for the most part in paler 
shades. T he electros making up the plate 
were so closely clam ped together that there 
was little or no space left for the roulet- 
ting, which frequently encroached on the 
stamp. T his was remedied in the following 
year by rearranging the plates (or print
ing formes) so as to leave a space between 
the stamps. In this was inserted a  fine 
line o f printer’s dotted rule m ade o f brass, 
which produced what is technically termed 
“  rouletting in coloured lines.”  T he rule has 
a sharp edge, divided into short lines (in this 
instance sixteen in the space o f 2 centi
metres), and as they stand out a  little higher 
than the electros o f the stam ps, they cut 
into the paper when the impressions are 
printed ; thus the printing and perforating 
are done at one operation. T h is  system has 
this advantage, that the stam ps are alw ays 
well centred. General collectors need hardly 
trouble to take both sets, and as  the later 
set unused is the more sightly as well as 
the cheaper, this will probably have the 
preference. I f  used specim ens are sought 
for, the later set is still the more desirable, 
from the fact that it first made an appearance 
in February, 1867, only a short time previous 
to the transfer o f the office to Prussia, and 
in consequence som e o f the values are very 
scarce.

T h e prices given in the following lists are 
for the cheapest varieties.

,863-7. Types, etc., as before. Rouletted p la in  or 
in  colour.

N orthern D istrict.

J s g r . black

Unused. 
s. d. 

. 0 2

Used. 
s. d. 
8 o

i  „ green . . o 4 4 o
h •» yellow . . o 3 i 6
1 If rose . o 2 o 8
2  If blue . o t 2  O

3  •• bistre * o 3 t o
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Southern District,

i kr., green

Unused. 
s. d.

Used. 
s, d.

. . 0 1 0 6
3 .. rose 0 1 0 9
6 ,, blue . . O 2 0 6
9 ,, bistre . 0 2 1 0

In 1867 Prussia purchased the entire 
rights o f the Prince o f Thum  and T axis 
throughout Germ any for a sum o f 3,000,000 
thalers (,£450,000). T h e use o f the stam ps 
ceased on 30  June, 1867, and the whole o f 
the old stock was subsequently sold for what 
it would fetch.

A s  Prussia was in North G erm any and 
used the silbergroschen  currency, an  issue 
in kreu zer was necessary to supply the South 
Germ an States form erly served by T hum  
and Taxis. H ence the Prussian issue o f 
1867, the stam ps o f which are com paratively 
scarce, owing to their short life.

North German Confederation
A n explanation has been given concern

ing the formation o f the above, both politi
cally  and philatelically. T he new Postal 
Union was inaugurated 1 Janu ary, 1868, by 
an issue o f stamps adapted for the Con
federation, and all separate issues for the 
Germ an States or Free  Towns, except for 
Baden, Bavaria, and W urtemberg, ceased 
on that date.

Tw o sets indifferent currency were issued, 
but a  new basis o f equation was adopted, 
bringing the values nearer to intrinsic worth. 
T h us 1 kr. now equalled J  s g r . ; 2 kr. =  J  s g r . ; 
3 k r .  =  i s g r . ;  7 kr. =  2 s g r . ;  and 18  k r .=  
3 sgr.

T h e  stam ps are not very elegant and be
token hurried preparation. T he two sets 
bear a fam ily likeness, but are sufficiently 
distinct. T h e inscription NORDDElTTSCHER 
p o s t b e z i r k  means “ North Germ an Postal 
Circuit (or District).’’

T h e  dies and plates were made in the 
Governm ent Printing W orks at Berlin, and 
the stam ps were printed there in sheets of 
150 . A s a  precaution against forgery, the 
paper, before being used for the stamps, was 
overprinted on the face with a  network in 
invisible ink. I f  placed in a  solution of 
sulphuretted hydrogen, this network will 
appear in brown. It is interesting to recall 
that the plates for printing this network 
were used for printing the background o f the 
so-called “  A lsace and Lorraine ” issues. By 
the way, the latter stamps were really sub
issues o f the North Germ an Confederation, 
but as they have already been described in 
G .S . IV. (N o. 28), no further comment is 
needed here.

T h e Confederation stam ps were “ rouletted 
in line ’’ in gauges varying from 8$ to 1 3 ;  but 
all the.values are known im perf. T h e latter 
must not be regarded as officially issued. 
Owing to pressure in dispatching supplies,

som e sheets were probably sent out without 
being perforated, and specimens are known 
which have passed through the post. The 
colours conform to the decision o f the Union 
in 1 861, and the only alteration in this 
respect from the last issue o f Thum  and 
T axis  is in the J  gr. T he demand neces
sitated several printings, and many shades 
o f some values are to be found.

1868. Rouletted.

i  gr., lilac

Unused, 
x. d.

. 2 O

Used, 
x. d. 
0 6

4 „  green . 2 O 0 2
J  „  orange . • s O 0 2
1 ,, rose ♦ 4 O 0
2 „  blue . 12 0 0 t
5 „  bistre • *5 0 0 3
1 kr., green * 4 0 t 0
2 ,, orange . . 6 0 1 3
3 „  rose . 10 0 0 3
7 „  blue • *7 6 1 0

18 „  bistre 2 0 2 0

In  February, 1869, the stam ps began
appear machine-perforated 14  x  14^, but the 
old stocks o f rouletted stam ps were used up 
before they were superseded by the per
forated issues. H ence some values did not 
appear with the new perforation until the 
next year. A  case in point is the 18 kr., 
and as this value was little in demand it is 
quite 'scarce  used. W hen the stamps be
cam e obsolete the remainders were sold to 
dealers, a fact which is reflected in the low 
prices at which most o f the values unused 
can be purchased. In  this series the shades 
are  again numerous.

1869. Same types.

l  gr., lilac 
4 » §xeen 
4 „  orange
1 ,, rose
2 „  blue 
j  ,, bistre
1 kr., green
2 ,, orange
3 t> rose 
7 •• blue

18 ,, bistre

Perf. 14x14*. 
Uoused. Used.
X. d. X. d.
0 6 0 6
0 2 0 2
0 2 0 2
0 2 0 t
0 2 0 t
0 3 0 3
0 4 0 5
2 0 3 6
0 3 0 1
0 6 0 4
6 0 a 5 0

On I M arch, 1869, two stam ps o f 10 and 
30 groschen were issued. T h e designs were 
evidently inspired by the stam ps of similar 
values issued by Prussia in 1866 on the 
so-called “ goldbeater’s skin." They were 
not for the use o f the public, but were affixed 
b y the postal officials to heavy packets or 
registered matter requiring high postage
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and prepaid in cash. Instructions were also 
given to cancel in pen and ink, hence the 
comparatively high prices of postmarked 
copies. The background of the two stamps 
is composed of the words: ZEHN GROSCHEN 
and I1RE1SSIG GROSCHEN’ respectively, many 
times repeated. ........

March, 1869. Perf. I4 j>xi4-
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d .
10 g**., grey  . . 10 0 IO O
30 ,, blue, p.c. 2s. . 6 0 20 O

Hamburg, as has been mentioned, used 
a different currency from the rest o f North 
Germany, and as a  stamp o f the value o f 
$ sch illin g  (about three-eighths o f a penny) 
had been in use some years for local purposes, 
the North German Confederation furnished 
a special stamp for this town, resem bling in

design that o f the kreuzer, but without any 
numeral in the centre or any value ex
pressed on it. T h is  was issued, like the 
other stamps, first rouletted and afterwards 
perforated.

1868-9. No value expressed.
Unused. Used. 

Rouletted (1868).
(£ sch.), purple-brown . 4 0  2 0

P e r f  14x14^(1869).
(£ sch.), purple-brown . 0 2  0 3

The stamps o f the North Germ an Con
federation continued in use until they were 

1 superseded in 1872 by those o f the newly 
formed Germ an Em pire.

( To be continued.)

PLBASB NOTE
The Prices quoted la the foregoing article are takes from our publishers* latest Stock Books, and 
art, therefore, the Prices at which Stanley Qibbons, Ltd., will have pleasure In supplying any 
ef the stamps that may be needed by any of our readers.

Topical Dotes
B y  C H A R L E S  J .  P H I L L I P S
Presents for the Prince

T H E  two sets o f the special T ercen
tenary stamps for the Prince o f W ales 
are contained in handsome caskets. 

One set is placed in sm all gold boxes, en
closed in a large box o f morocco leather. 
The second set is in a large gold box. On 
the cover o f the large box is the Prince’s 
crest and a  gold plate inscribed as follows : 
‘ ‘ Set of Canadian postage stamps issued 
upon the occasion o f the Quebec Tercen
tenary, 1908. Presented to H is Royal H igh
ness the Prince o f W ales by Hon. Rodolphe 
■ Lemieux, Postm aster-General of Canada.” 

IV eslcrn  D a ily  P ress.

South and Central Am ericans 
Our  New Y ork  m anager, M r. E . B . Power, 
was recently over here on h'is usual yearly 
visit, and in discussing stam p matters with 
him he told me that there is a really won
derful demand in Am erica for stamps that 
have been much neglected in’ this country.

I think that one o f the ch ief reasons for 
this demand is owing to the steps that have 
been taken by various collectors and dealers 
to clear the reprints out o f  such countries 
as Salvador, N icaragua, Ecuador, etc. A n 

other reason why m any people in Am erica 
take up the study o f the stam ps o f such 
countries is that there is still much to learn 
about the earlier issues and the different 
settings o f the provisionals, etc., and also 
almost all the stam ps are cheap, and a fine 
collection can be formed without much out
lay o f capital.

In British Colonials— outside the Aus
tralasian group— I really do not see many 
countries about which there is much to be 
learnt, but in very m any European and foreign 
countries no really exhaustive study has 
taken place, and it is to such countries the 
real student o f Philately naturally turns his 
attention.

W e luckily have in Great Britain a  few 
wise philatelistswho have formed magnificent 
collections o f countries that are more or less 
despised by the ign oran t: am ong such 1 
would mention Mr. T . W . H all, with his 
grand and m atchless collections o f Argen
tine and P e r u ; Mr. W . T . W ilson, the 
authority on M exico, who has backed his 
belief in these stam ps bv  investing more 
money in them than all tne other English 
dealers com bined; M r. H. Griebert, who 
has formed superb collections o f  Uruguay
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and Turkey, and who by close study o f 
these stam ps has found out m any points 
hitherto unsuspected.

T he philatelic world is very wide now, 
and in reviewing m atters appertaining to 
stam ps we must not be guided entirely by 
our own insular views, which would natur
ally cause us to pay attention to British 
Colonials to the neglect o f many interesting 
fields o f research in other lands.

A  Postm aster’s  Satire 
A x  am using story com es from one o f  the 
outlying country towns o f New Zealand, 
where the postmaster exercised his ingenuity 
by posting up a  new set o f rules in his office. 
T hey were •—

As all postmasters are expert linguists, the 
addresses may be written in Chinese or I lebrew. 
Persons are not compelled to lick their own post
age stamps and envelopes; the postmaster will 
do this for them. Persons are earnestly requested 
not to send post cards with money orders attached, 
as large sums are lost in that way. It is particu
larly requested that lovers writing to each other 
will please confine their gushing rhapsodies to 
the inside of the envelope. When watches are 
sent through the post, the sender should put a 
notice on the outside; the postmaster will then 
wind them up and keep them in going order.

A  Spanish Philatelic Congress 
S pain  intends to hold its first Philatelic 
Congress for the p u rp o se-“ of discussing 
important philatelic problems awaiting solu
tion in Spain.”  The initiative has been 
taken by the “  Unidn Filatelica Valenciana,” 
and the Congress is to be held in the second 
fortnight in Septem ber, in Saragossa the 
Unconquerable. W e notice that I). Miguel 
Alena, m anager o f the M a d rid  F ila tilic o , 
D. M iguel Gdlvez, o f M adrid, D. Carlos 
Llorca, m anager o f E l  E co  P o sta l, and 
D. Enrique Laso, o f M adrid, will receive 
the nam es o f all who are interested in the 
project.

Labels Resembling P o stage Stam ps 
T h e  Postm aster-General has issued the fol
lowing notice :—

The practice has recently been adopted by 
some persons of affixing to the covers of letters 
adhesive labels, somewhat resembling postage 
stamps, which are used for advertising or other 
purposes. Although these labels are obviously 
not issued with any intention of defrauding the 
revenue, their use on postal packets, especially 
when they are placed on the address side, causes 
embarrassment to the officers of the Post Office, 
and gives rise to delay in the treatment of other 
correspondence. In these circumstances, the 
Postmaster-General has deemed it necessary to 
issue instructions that, after 31 July, any letter or 
other packet observed in the post bearing on the 
front a private label in any way resembling a 
postage stamp shall be returned to the sender.

The Times, 22.7.08.

N ew-size Mounts
SINCE we started the sale of mounts in 
tin boxes (about two and a half years), I 
find that we have sold over th irty  m illions, 
a number that is a sure sign of both the 
cheapness and the excellence of the mount.

Som e collectors have asked us for a  mount 
rather sm aller in size, so we have prepared 
a  quantity in green  boxes, which we term 
size B. T h e mounts are double gummed 
and easily peelable, and o f the best quality. 
T he price is the same— in either size, six
pence per 1000, or post-free sevenpence.

Zanzibar’s  Sultan Philatelist
T he young Sultan o f Zanzibar, who has 
recently visited this country, is reputed to 
have still a  collection. An old Harrovian 
says he was a  keen collector when at that 
famous school. One doubts this— at least 
i f  he has anything to do with the numerous 
stam ps o f his E a st  A frican home—but if 
this year’s issue is to last for some years, 
we will forgive him. H e came over to 
England in 1902 for the K in g ’s coronation, 
in which year he succeeded his father and 
also married his eleven-year-old cousin— 
him self being only sixteen years o f age.

T rad e  Advertisements
N o w  and again one sees some really hu
morous philatelic announcements, but we 
think the following takes the b iscu it:—

We will give 5000 stamp mounts free to any 
person who can prove that our mounts are in
jurious to the tongue.

W e hope no one will accept our generous 
contemporaries’ offer. W hether the adver
tising o f stamp hinges fosters m ixed meta
phors we have not personally discovered, 
but we can recollect seeing the following 
self-praise a  few years back :—

Our mounts are the cheapest in the world at the 
price.

P a x  Vobiscum
O u r  office-boy has lately been “ reading 
u p ” the “  Penny Post o f 1680,”  and has un
earthed this original storyette :—

Customer : But you say you guarantee all your 
stamps genuine?

Dealer: Yes, sir, I guarantee all.
Customer: Why has this Mexican got UN 

r e a l  printed on it ?
H e says he has not seen it before. We 

trust our readers haven’t.

N ew  Season’s Auctions
Messrs. Glendining  &  Co., Ltd., of 
7 A rgyll Street, Regent Street, London, W., 
the well-known stamp auctioneers, have fa
voured us with advance catalogues o f their 
first two sales.
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As usual with this firm, the catalogues are 
issued and sent to their fo re ig n  clients from 
four to six weeks before the sale takes place, 
and by this means the large buyers in 
Europe,'America, etc., are enabled to send 
commissions to their agents in London, lly  
thus taking care o f their clients’ interest 
this firm have built up the position o f the 
leading stamp auctioneers o f the world, and 
last season so ld  at auction a  greater value o f 
stamps than any other firm.

The first sale takes place on 6 and 7 O c
tober, and catalogues were posted abroad 
by 25 August.

This sale is composed chiefly o f two pro
perties. T h e first one is an “  Official C ol
lection ’’ formed, over thirty years ago, by an 
official at the Colonial Office, and given to 
a little girl. T he second property is the 
balance o f the stam ps left by the late Mr. 
Sach-Sommer, o f Hamburg.

In this sale I draw attention t o : I .R . 
Official 5s. and 10s., mint. N aples, $  t., 
Arms, unused and used. Switzerland, 4 rp. 
Zurich, unused. Ceylon, 8d., yellow, Star, 
unused ; 2 r. 50 c., perf. 1 2 J ;  24 c., plum, etc. 
Hong Kong, 96 c., yellow, C C, unused, mint. 
British Guiana, rare Officials, unused and 
undoubtedly genuine, as they are from the 
old official collection. New Brunswick, is., 
unused. United States, August, 1861, a  fine

set o f the prem ieres g ra v u res , comprising 
the I c., 3 c., 10  c., 12  c., 24 c., and 30 c.

T h e second sale o f the season takes place 
on 20 and 2 1 October, and consists almost 
entirely o f a  fine general collection formed 
by a  well-known Am erican collector during 
his residence in Paris.

A ll countries are well represented, and 
this collection is noted for the generally fine 
condition o f the stamps. T h e  collection 
is divided into over five hundred lots, and 
every lot is worth attention, as the whole 
collection is for sale without reserve.

Description o f N ew Stock B ooks arranged 
and priced during the last w eek

B arbados.
A  fa ir ly  good book, all issues well repre
sented. Am ong the rarities on hand I note 
the id . on h a lf o f 5s., a  mint unsevered pair, 
very rare unused; also three pairs used 
showing several types, and several singles.

B ritish  N ew  G uinea a n d  P apua.
A  very fine lot, divided into sets showing 

the different papers, position o f watermarks, 
and m any minor varieties in the overprint. 
T h is book is well worth the attention o f 
specialists, both used and unused being 
strongly represented.

Some Hote$ on Varieties and Sheets 
of the Stamps of Chili
B y  C H A R L E S  J .  P H I L L I P S

HA V IN G  recently purchased a  fine 
specialized collection o f the stam ps 
o f Chili which was formed in South 

America, I find in it a  number o f interesting 
varieties which it m ay be as well to place on 
record.

The unused stamps o f the early issues are 
exceptionally fine, and amongst them 1 draw 
attention to the following :—

1 J u ly ,  1853.
5 c., very fine, unused, with gum.

10 c., first wmk., on very  b lued  paper, a  
variety not in our Catalogue.

1854. L ith ograph ed .
Two superb unused, which are exceedingly 

lare, and two pairs and five singles used. 
A u g u st am i October, 1854.

A superb lot o f the 5 and 10  c., unused. 
There are eight shaded o f the 5 c., and also 
eight o f the 10  c., infcluding some o f the 
finest colours I have ever seen.

1901. T yp e B.
There is a  horizontal pair o f the 2 c., lake, 

rouletted all round and imperf. between.

1903.
10  c. on 30 c., orange-red.

T w o  new varieties to catalogue (these will 
be found listed in the Supplement).

(a) Double surcharge.
(b) Double surcharge, one o f which is 

inverted.
There are also two entire sheets o f this 

stam p with normal surcharge ; one is a  pale 
chestnut-brown and the other is a  dark 
brown.

1904. N o ta il to the huem ul.
There is a  5 c. used, with double over

print. These stamps are printed by the 
Am erican Bank Note Company, New York, 
in sheets o f 200 stamps, which are divided 
into two panes o f 100 each before issuing to 
the post offices. T h e space between the 
two panes is not perforated, and the sheets 
are cut with a  knife edge, and therefore each 
issued sheet o f 100 stam ps has a  plain edge 
either on left or right-hand side. T h e 
Am erican B ank  Note Com pany have their 
im print six times on each full sheet o f
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200 stamps : twice on top, twice on bottom, 
and once on each side.

In this issue there are some very interest
ing sheets o f ioo stamps showing misplaced 
overprints.

In the 2 c. there is a  sheet which has the 
overprint diagonal, and on which twenty-six 
stam ps show no portion o f the overprint.

On another sheet the overprint is too 
high, and the bottom row show's only the 
lower portion o f the tablet containing the 
word CORREOS.

Another sheet o f 2 c. has the overprint 
slanting slightly, and five stam ps have no 
overprint. A  sheet o f 5 c. has a  slanting 
overprint, and ten stam ps on it have no 
overprint.

1904. W ith ta il to the huem ul.
A  new variety here is a  5 c., red, with 

overprint in verted , used on part o f letter 
which is dated “  8.4.1905.”

These rare stamps with tail are printed by 
Bradbury, Wilkinson, and Co. in sheets o f 
200, but are perforated between the two 
panes, and so show no straight edges. T he 
imprint o f the firm is twice only' on each full 
sheet, both on the bottom margin.

1904. T elegraph stam ps w ith  head o f  
V a ld ivia .

There is a block o f four 1 c. on 20 c., 
blue, imperf. horizontally.

T h e 12  c. on 5 c. com es' in two colours, 
bright red and brownish red.

T he variety “  no star at left o f centavos ” 
occurs only once—on stam p No. 56— on each 
sheet

O fficial Stam ps.
In  the rare Official stam ps o f Janu ary, 

1907, I note the following varieties :—

T ype 0 . I . Im p erf.
No. 308 with the large E  P  in verted .

A s  last. P e r f. 1 1 .
Brown stamp with PAQUETE in green, 

in verted .
Brown stamp with PAQUETE om itted.
R ed  stamp with OFICIO in verted .
R ed  stamp with OFICIO om itted.
Blue stam p with the blue inscription and 

anchor all double printed.

P ostage D ue Stam ps.
O f the issue 1895 (Types U 2 and U  3) 

there are four different sets included in this 
collection:—
1st. Paper bright yellow, stam ps measure 

24 x 28 mm.
2nd. Paper bright yellow, stamps measure 

2 8 x 2 4  mm.
3rd. Paper buff, stamps measure 27 x  22 mm. 
4th. Paper buff, stamps measure 22 x  27 mm.

There is a  full sheet o f the buff-paper 
stamps, and the make-up o f the sheet is as 
follows ;—

a 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 2

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6

10 10 10 10 10 SO zo SO j zo 10

zo IO 10 ZO ZO zo zo zo i 10 zo

8 8 8 8 8 8 8 ~ l 8 8

16 16 16 16 16 16 16 .6  I 16 16

30 30 30 20 20 20 20 20 | 30 20

30 3® 30 3° 30 30 30 3°  ] 3© 3 0

40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40  1 40 so

A  10  c. and a 30 c. on the sheet have been 
struck twice, g iving two double impressions. 
T he 10  c. is circular, all the other stamps 
are oval.

T here  is a  sheet o f the U npaid Letter 
stam ps o f 1895, Per -̂ 1 1  ; the values ar: 
arranged as fo llow s:—

1 • ■ I . z z t l

z . ■ 1 I 40 40 40 40 40

3 2 2 * 3 3 2 3 3 3

4 4 ♦ 8 8 4 4 4 4 4

6 6 6 8 6 6 6 6 6 6

8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8

s o .0 10 10 ■ a to 10 10 zo ,0

t o .0 ,0 .0 to t o x o 10 10 zo

30 30 20 30 30 30 30 30 s o 30

5° 50 5° 60 60 60 80 80 z Z

B B S p b o

In  the 1896 issue there are three sheets all 
different. T h e  perforation is 13^  in all cases. 
T h e first printing was probably that contain
ing all the values as follows :—

s z 2 2 2 z

2 3 3 a a 3 3 3 a a

2 3 a a 3 a 3 a 3 a

4 4 4 4 4 4 8 8 4 4

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 8 4

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6

8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8

so zo zo zo to to 10 zo zo zo

zo T O to 10 zo zo T O zo zo so

30 30 •0 30 30 40 50 60 80 zoo
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In the next printing I suppose that it was
decided to do without the high values, and 
the sheet'was arranged as follows :—

1 ! : I X x 1

9 9 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

» j > 2 2 2 a 2 2 2 2

4 1 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
6 { 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6

8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8

10 | to 10 10 10 to to 10 to xo

10 | to xo xo xo to 10 xo to 10

90 J 90 20 20 20 90 20 .0 20 20

The last printing, o f which I have a sheet, 
is again quite different, and goes up to the 
10 c. value.

T aking together these three different 
settings o f the stam ps perf. 13 A, one set 
o f the three sheets would contain the 
following numbers o f each denomination :—

1 centavo
2 centavos4 „
6 „
8 „

■ 10 „
20 „
4°  „5°
60 ,,
80 „

too „

S°
60
40
20
20
90
IS

300

B A R B A D O S
By E. 2). Bacon and F. H. Napier
With a History and Description of the star-watermarked 
Papers o f Messrs. Perkins Bacon A Co.

This important publication, consisting of 120 
pages, is illustrated with three sheets of autotypes 
of stamps (specially showing all the varieties of the 
id. on half of 5s.), three facsimile reproductions 
of the Star watermarks, an Appendix containing 
copies of original correspondence, etc. etc., a list 
of the number of Stamps of each value printed by 
Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co. and Messrs. De L a 
Rue & Co.

Price 7s. 6d. in strong cover, or 10s. 6d. well 
bound in cloth, gilt edges; post-free 3d. extra.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
39t Strand, Loodon, W .C.

British Stamps used Abroad — c o n t in u e d

B y  I. J .  B E R N S T E I N  A N D  C H A S .  
G R O U P  V I

IN this group we have assem bled the 
post offices opened by the Imperial 
Government for the use o f the arm y on 

active service and where British stamps 
were issued. T h ey are three in number, 
v i* .:—

Crim ea, 1854-6.
E gypt, 1882-5.
South Africa, 1899-1902.

As a matter o f fact, the offices in the Crim ea 
were the first British post offices abroad 
to issue postage stam ps, and there is no 
doubt that the success o f their use must 
have led to other offices adopting them.

In the Egyptian cam paign the operation 
of the A rm y Post Office was limited and 
purely supplementary to the Egyptian offices, 
and the stam ps so obliterated are very rare.

The South A frican w ar was by far the 
most prolific, and that is accountable for by

N I S S E N
various facts. In the first place, the campaign 
extended over four years. T h e number o f 
troops engaged was larger than Great Britain 
had ever previously put in the field, and 
the advancement o f learning made every 
man a  letter-writer instead o f only a small 
percentage.

In this cam paign any stam p that was 
handy was used, and one finds Cape o f 
Good H ope stam ps, N atal stam ps, British 
Bechuanaland, O range F ree  State, and 
Transvaal stam ps used, as well as  British, 
by the A rm y field force.

C rim ea
W ar had been declared on 28 March, 

1854, and large masses o f troops were sent 
to the East, which after remaining at G alli
poli and other places sailed for Varna, where 
they arrived by 29 M ay. T h e invasion o f 
Russian territory having been decided on, 
the 25,000 British, with their French and
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Turkish  allies, sailed from V arna and 
landed some thirty miles from Sebastopol 
on 14 Septem ber, 1854.

In addition to the necessity o f providing 
postal communication for the forces at the 
front, the Post Office felt the effects o f a 
state o f war most severely, owing to the 
fact that it becam e necessary to release 
a number o f steam ships (which, by the 
way, were none too numerous in those 
days) from the mail service, in order 
that they might be used for transports and 
troopships. B y  favour, however, o f the 
French Governm ent— in fact, by express 
command of the Em peror— letters were con
veyed through France in the charge o f a 
special body o f messengers, and conveyed 
by French packet to Constantinople twice 
weekly, at the same rate as was charged 
upon the correspondence o f the French 
troops, viz. 3d. per quarter-ounce for letters 
and 2d. for newspapers.

From  Constantinople the arrangem ents 
for transm ission to the front had perforce to 
be left to the Commander o f the F o rc e s ; 
firstly, owing to the necessity of finding 
ways and means, and secondly, owing to 
the uncertainty o f the points to which mails 
would have to be carried.

In addition to the above service, letters 
were carried by all men-of-war, troopships, 
and other Governm ent vessels as occasion 
offered at a  charge o f id . each. An experi
enced official, M r. Sm ith, who after the war 
was engaged b y  the Turkish  Government 
to put their Post Office in order, and sub
sequently assum ed the Postm astership o f 
Leeds, was selected to proceed to the front as 
Postm aster o f H er M ajesty’s forces, and later 
three assistant postm asters and seven 
regular letter sorters. Stam ps and oblitera- 
tors, horses and mules were supplied for 
the exclusive use o f his department. W e 
m ay gather, therefore, that the postal 
arrangem ents were more efficient than 
might have been expected, and certainly 
more so than those o f the Com m issariat 
Department, for instance.

According to the Postm aster-General’s 
report for 1856 one and a  h a lf million 
letters were received from the A rm y and 
N a v y  from A p ril, 1854, to 3 1  December, 
18 5 5 ;  but o f course by far the larger 
number o f these were sent either before we 
had landed in the Crim ea or from the sol
diers and the seam en o f the B lack  S e a  and 
M editerranean Fleets. A gain , a  large 
number o f letters were cancelled on arrival 
in England, and m ostly bear the London 
district m ark. T w o obliterators were used, 
one consisting o f a  Crown with a  star at each 
side, in the sm all horizontal oval, and the later 
type o f two cyphers separated by a  star, also 
enclosed in the sam e shape oval. T h e earlier 
one is undoubtedly the scarcer o f the two.

In the A d h esive Stam ps o f  the B ritish  
Is les  it is mentioned that although perfora
tions had been officially employed on all 
stam ps since January, 1854, later on in the 
year some sheets had been issued imper
forate, but where they had been used was 
not known. Some, i f  not all, found their 
way to the Crimea, because the id., red, 
imperforate, is known with this obliteration. 
A ll these stamps are o f very great rarity. 
Peace was declared in April, 1856, but the 
Crim ea was not finally evacuated by the 
A llies till 12 Ju ly , 18 5 7 ; consequently we can 
assum e British stamps were used there from 
about November, 1854, till 12  Ju ly , 1857.

T h e varieties known are :—
Crown and stars, 

i d . ,  red ; im perf. 
id . ,  S . C . ; 16 . D ie  I. 
id . ,  S .C . ; 16 . D ie  I I .

Cyphers a n d  star, 
id . ,  red ; im perf. 
id . ,  S .C . ; 16 . D ie  I .  
id . ,  S .C .  ; 14 . D ie  I . 
id . ,  S . C . ;  16 . D ie  I I .  
id . ,  S .C .  ; 14 . D ie  I I .  
id . ,  L .C .  ; 14 .
2d ., S .C .  ; 14 .
2 d ., L . C . ;  14 .
6 d ., octagon al.
I s . ,  o ctago n al.
4 d ., L a rg e  G arter.

Arrangem ents for forwarding letters to 
the fleet engaged in warlike operations in 
the Baltic were made, and the rates on those 
sent via Belgium  to Dantzic, whence they 
were conveyed by a  steam vessel specially 
em ployed by the fleet, were 8d. per officer’s 
letter and 5d. per seam an’s or soldiers 
letter per half-ounce.

T h at was the speediest and most direct 
communication with the Baltic Fleet, but 
m ails were made up and dispatched by every 
vessel o f war, Queen’s ship or transport, 
proceeding from E n glan d  to the fleet, and 
the postage by such ships was only the 
ordinary charge o f  6d. per officer’s letter, 
and id. for sailor’s or soldier’s. Newspapers 
were carried free.

A s , however, no special obliterator was 
used for this service, it is impossible to say 
whether stam ps were actually used or any 
special post office established for the fleet.

( 7V be continntdJl

A  F IN E  B IR T H D A Y  G IF T  
No. 68, 1500 varieties.
Each specimen is in perfect condition, and the 

1500 different Stamps form a splendid start for any 
one. A large number of really rare and valuable 
stamps are contained in this collection; but it is 
impossible to enumerate them, as we are constantly 
adding New Issues and Older Stamps when pur* 
chased. Satisfection is guaranteed.

£ t  15s., post-free and registered.
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Philately in the Green Room
B y  G E O R G E  R O B E Y

[The famous actor-comedian Mr. George 
, Robey gives an account specially for G .S . W.

as to why he is a  stamp collector. That he 
' can shine as a  philatelist as well as in the 

roles of Queen Elizabeth and Shakespeare 
is at once apparent by a peep at his magnifi
cent collection o f Spain, Mexico (which latter 

| has, by the way, a  large number o f the early 
[ bisected provisionals), Australians, Euro- 
I peans, and last, but by no means least, his 
j wonderful lot o f Portuguese India and other 

colonies, which Mr. Robey makes his speci
ality. W hilst having his weaknesses for 
certain countries Mr. Robey desires it to be 
understood that he is a  general collector.

Having sat with Mr. Robey during the 
“ waits” between the “ calls,”  we realize how 
he feels the want o f a hobby to counter pow
der and paint— especially in the case when 
he is touring the provinces, away from his 
friends.— W. W -l

1 F I R S T  collected stam ps, like most 
people, when at school. On the other 
liand, unlike also most boys, I have 

continued m y collecting ever since. O f 
course, there have been the several times 
when my enthusiasm has diminished tozero, 
and stupidly 1 have sold m y collection,only to 
regret it very soon after, when taking up again 
the threads o f Philately. T ravelling about, 
and going up and down and out o f the 
country, I have had very m any facilities for 
gathering together stam ps o f more than 
ordinary choiceness.

If 1 did not collect stam ps, I suppose I 
should play golf, or go  fishing. N either o f 
these is o f any use to m e in the dressing- 
room, when, between m y “  shows,”  time 
passes m iserably slow. Stam ps are wonder
ful things for teaching you, not only the 
geographical situation o f foreign towns and 
lands, but they g ive  one a  knowledge o f the 
customs and peculiarities o f other nations— 
and, I can assure you, a  broad view o f life is 
of great use to men (and women, too) o f my 
profession.

Where could there be a  more convenient, 
as well as instructive, pastim e than Philately 
for people o f our profession ? T h e  man
agement will not allow the artistes to leave 
the theatre between their turns. W e get, 
perhaps, to a  strange town, where we have 
no friends to while awfey our hours o f im
prisonment. W e sim ply have to hang about.

Besides, it is often I get hold o f “  bags,” 
through having m y stam ps on m y dressing- 
room table. Brother artistes, newspaper 
representatives, and m any others have often

turned out to be fellow-collectors, or have 
had some stamps, procured in their youth, 
put aw ay somewhere.

I adm ire neatness o f arrangem ent, and I 
must have good condition. I use and prefer 
the old Imperial Album . B lank albums are 
all right, but to a  general collector there is 
bound to be a  country in which he is not 
so well up as in the remainder. He must 
therefore have som e guide for the arrange
ment o f his stam ps. Then, again, how can 
we show our collections to friends, if they 
are not properly mounted ?

W hat countries do 1 prefer? W ell, I do 
not care for new issues and commemoratives, 
so kindly provided by paternal Governments 
in order to look after the pennies o f small 
boys and innocent adults who should know 
better.

Personally, I like all kinds o f old issues, 
with an extra fondness for Europeans, 
M exicos, Brazils, and especially Portuguese 
Colonies. Further, I collect only used 
stam ps. 1 consider it more philatelic to 
confine oneself to used stamps. H ow often 
is a  postmark o f great use in the correct 
division o f varieties. But, most o f all, by 
declining unused stam ps, the collector does 
not foster the m aking o f unnecessary issues 
— neither does he help to fill the coffers o f 
any “ busking”  Government.

B argain s? W ell, certainly, I have had 
several, notably split M exican provisionals. 
I also  once got hold o f some o f  the io c . 
Congo with inverted centre, but had them 
stolen at Salisbury, S .A . I consider that 
all enthusiastic collectors are bound to pick 
up bargains that the half-hearted collectors 
pass over. D oubtless, our Press is the chief 
m ainstay o f P h ilate ly— and the greatest 
enjoym ent 1 have and really look forward 
to is G .S . IV. M aybe for two or three days 
one has been busy and stam ps are slightly 
“ off,”  but the arrival o f G .S . W . rekindles 
the enthusiastic fires. Unfortunately, m y 
business forbids m e to attend exhibitions and 
m eetings, and I must therefore rely upon 
the philatelic P ress  to keep me posted with 
the latest news. M y m essage to collectors 
is, “  Stick  to your hobby like a  mount to a 
stam p, but don’t peel off.”

TH E B E S T  S T A M P  H IN G E S
We have prepared a new stamp hinge, of con

venient size, put up in a irtig h t tin  hazes, each 
containing io o o  hinges of good tough paper, 
doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable.

Post-free, yd. per box.
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Pity the Poo* “ P m G ”
B  Curious Suggestion
B y  E B O R A C U M

S O M E  people may think Philately a  most 
uninteresting hobby, and very few who 
are not among us would expect to find 

a  humorous side to what is so often called 
“  the mad scramble after bits of p ap er” ; but 
much that crops up in the general Press, 
most especially in the correspondence 
columns, gives us opportunities for a  good 
hearty laugh.

T he suggestions that are made to the 
“  P .M .G ."b y Press correspondents are usually 
o f the most impracticable sort {vid e G .S . IV ., 
i;.8 .o8 , p. 106), but one of exceptional 
extraordinariness appeared in the columns 
o f an excellent provincial daily as fo llow s:—

T H E  K IN G  O F H E A R T S.

7i> the E d ito r o f th e----
S ir ,— For the benefit of the short-sighted, the 

people in a hurry, and the inconsequent, could 
not the King’s head on a penny postage stamp be 
printed in a different colour to the background ? 
Every day, in a big correspondence, people notice 
stamps stuck on the wrong way up by pure 
accident.

And it looks, if  not disloyal, at least impolite 
to stand the King's effigy on its head. A  solution 
of the difficulty might be found in printing the 
design with two heads of the "King, like the kings 
of a pack of cards, with a margin of hearts as

King of Hearts, and the symbolic inference that 
the most gracious Monarch Europe ever saw can 
never be turned down.

Yours, etc.,

It is obvious, or at any rate let us hope so, 
that the writer o f that letter is no philatelist, 
but we can all thank him for having given us 
a good joke to laugh at. “  Fo rm ica” speaks 
o f M r. Buxton’s temptations with 6d. stamps 
and “  Olym pic Gam es ”  issues ; but whatever 
suggestions these strange unphilatelic beings 
m ake, I hope he willignorethem  all quietly. A 
correspondent in the same paper two days 
later makes a  short but sweet comment upon 
that choice piece, by rem arking that the 
writer “ talks o f the K ing as if he were a bed, 
to be ‘ turned down. ’ . . .  It is less his senti
ment than his English  that is at fault ”  ! !  ? ?

So  much for the English , but what o f the 
sentiment? F irs t ly , the people who stick 
stam ps on upside down are not the short
sighted, etc., and would continue to do so 
even if the head were in a  different colour. 
Secondly, the Postal Union colour for a  id. 
stam p is red, and no other. T h ird ly , if the 
suggestion made were adopted (though it is 
hardly likely), one portrait o f H is Majesty 
would alw a ys  appear inverted, thus adding 
to the insult.

The Young UJritetr in Philately
fln Open Letter
B y  “ U N C L E  N E M O ”

M y  d e a r  J ohn ,— You ask me to give 
you a  few hints on the matter o f writing 
original articles for the stam p journals.

1 presume you have just read M r. C. J .  
Phillips’s note on page too o f Gibbons 
Stam p W eekly in which he says : “  I am 
very pleased indeed to see so m any o f the 
younger school o f stamp collectors giving us 
their "views on m any interesting subject- 
matters in connection with our hobby, and I 
think it is a  good sign o f the times as showing 
us that a  thinking and studious class o f 
collectors is grow ing up amongst us, m any 
o f whom will, I trust, develop into writers 
upon advanced philatelic matters.”

T h is is an excellent sentiment and one 
with which we older philatelists are in entire 
agreement. T h e  more you youngsters write 
on stam p m atters the better we like it, but—  
a  word o f warning m ixed with the wisdom o f 
the ages—do not write for the sake o f writing,

or on matters you do not understand, but 
write when you have something to say that 
will interest or is new to your philatelic 
brothers.

I f  you will read a  little further, you will 
note Mr. Phillips also says : “ There is one 
point 1 wish to make as clear as possible, 
and that is that the opinions and views stated 
in m any articles are very often not our 
opinions or views, but are only those o f the 
writers o f the articles in question. Very 
often we disagree in  toto with some opinion 
expressed by one o f our writers, but above 
all I wish to open the columns o f m y paper 
to one and all, and to have discussed the 
most interesting matters in connection with 
postage stam ps from every point o f view.”

T h e  fact is, m y young friend, you young 
writers are not always too careful, and, as 
your articles are  read by m any collectors as 
inexperienced as yourselves, your effusions
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should, I think, be vigorously sub-edited 
where questions o f fa c t  are concerned. A s 
to the expression o f v ie w s  on any philatelic 
matters 1 would g ive you youngsters an 
entirely free hand, but when, as  you so often 
do, you m ake g laring misstatements o f  facts, 
editorial notes for the guidance o f the general 
reader should alw ays be added. T h ese 
mistakes should be rectified at once, as much 
for the benefit o f the writers o f the articles 
themselves, as  for the readers who m ight 
otherwise form entirely inaccurate im pres
sions.

Those journals which m ake a  special 
feature o f catering for the younger gen era
tion o f philatelists, such as Gibbons Stam p  
Weekly, are especially in need o f this 
editorial supervision as  a  “  counter irritant "  
to the curious rem arks so often made by 
young writers.

Now, m y young friend, let me endeavour 
to give you a  few hints. F irst o f all, before 
committing anything to  paper be confident 
that it will interest your fellow collectors. 
Be sure o f your facts, and if you have som e
thing new to say write sm artly, brightly, and 
get to the point at once.

Don’t be too ambitious at first. Rem em ber 
you must learn to walk before you can run, 
in Philately as  in everything else. W hen 
you learned to play cricket you were content 
to “ go slowly,”  weren’t you ? So it is with 
Philately : don’t start with the idea that you 
“ know it all,” or you will soon com e a 
cropper.

Don’t, once you have attained the “ glory 
of print,” imm ediately cultivate an attack o f 
“ expanded brain b u lb ” b y im agining editors 
are anxiously and readers are feverishly 
awaiting your next effort. Editors are 
“ kittle cattle,” and have usually a  very good 
idea of the class o f article that will appeal to 
their readers. O f course there are “  editors ” 
who will print the most utter rubbish so long 
as they do not have to pay for it. Be careful 
here, my young friend. I f  your article is 
worth printing it is generally worth paying for.

When you write, let it be about som ething 
you have really studied and understand. 
Don’t tackle difficult and abstruse questions 
that even the most hoary-headed sinners in 
philatelic lore are content to handle warily. 
Remember the old adage regarding fools 
rushing in, etc.

As I said above, don’t be too ambitious, 
or you will soon get out o f your depth. A  
case in point. A  certain young writer I wot 
of is writing a  serial article on “ Sp ecialism ” 
—a subject wary, experienced philatelists 
would consider beyond them. T he con
sequence is one-half his time he is sim ply d is
playing his ignorance to those in the know, 
and, in default o f sufficient editorial notes, 
altogether m isleading the more inexperi
enced of his readers. Let m e explain. H e

tells us that most o f the issues o f Labuan are 
worthless, and then lauds the praises o f the 
speculative waste-paper that has disfigured 
the issues o f Persia o f recent years. In 
speaking o f Shanghai, we are told that the 
design resem bles the issues o f China proper 
to a  great extent. A s  Shanghai issued 
stam ps thirteen years before the first Chinese 
stam p appeared, the boot would appear to 
be on the other leg. Then, worst o f all, 
in the case o f Saraw ak, he says that the 
first two issues were typographed, and, “ as 
in the case o f most early  typographs, there 
are innum erable flaws.”  A  writer who does 
not know the meaning o f “ typographed” 
should be more careful. T h ese early Sara- 
waks were lithographed, not typographed, 
and it is in lithographed stam ps that flaws 
are so frequent. T h ese  are all mistakes 
due to carelessness, for there are plenty o f 
articles to which this writer could have 
referred and obtained accurate information. 
T h e moral o f all this, m y young friend, is, 
in the words o f the popular song, “  Be very, 
very careful, do.”  A gain , don’t be pedantic 
and “ sto d g y”  in your writing. Don’t waste 
fifty words in describing som ething that can 
be better and more clearly  expressed in two. 
Choose a  short, crisp, and attractive head
line for your article. I know one writer 
who instead o f writing “  T h e Genus Homo in 
Philately,”  would rather choose something 
like th is : “  An Anthropological Study and 
Survey o f the various Phases o f the Hum an 
Form  or F igure  as Portrayed or Depicted 
upon the Postal Em issions o f the Various 
States o f this Rotating Sphere. Written, 
compiled, and indited by," etc. W hich 
appeals the more to you, m y friend ? T ak e  
it for granted that there is rarely any 
necessity for a  six-line heading. It m ay 
look grand, but it isn’t literature or common 
sense.

One m ore point. Don’t be too thin- 
skinned. H aving written your honest views 
on a subject and exercised the greatest care 
in your statement o f facts, don’t feel hurt if 
some brutal personage proceeds to pulver
ize your pet theories and, metaphorically, 
tram ple you underfoot. It is unsafe for any 
one to enter into the controversial realm s 
o f philatelic writing unless he has a  hide 
som ewhat akin to that o f the rhinoceros for 
thickness.

But, above all, study  your stamps. Then 
read all that others have had to say on the 
subject, and by exercising a  becom ing 
m odesty you will not go  far wrong.

N ow  I must bring this epistle to a  close, 
in the hope that these hints w ill be o f some 
service to you, and that I shall shortly have 
the pleasure o f reading a  bright, sensible 
little article from your pen.

Y our sincere friend,
U n cle  Nemo.
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Out* South flmeitican Letter
B y  A .  H. D A V I S

Mo n tev id eo , 20 A u gu st, 1908
Argentine

T H E  Buenos A ires papers are calling 
attention to certain postal anomalies 
which exist, and cite especially the 

case o f the return receipt o f a  registered 
letter or packet, which takes three months 
to come back from Europe, and thirty days 
from U ruguay ; and considering we are only 
one hundred miles aw ay, with numerous 
steam ers passing to and fro daily, it does 
seem absurd that these receipts should take 
so long

T he new 2 c. and 5 c. are creating a good 
deal o f dissatisfaction on account o f the bad 
printing and the ugly design, and letters 
have appeared in the Press suggesting their 
w ithdraw al; but I do not suppose the 
growls o f the public will have much weight 
with the powers that be.

T he Budget for the current year includes 
the sum o f 1,200,000 dollars for the con
struction o f a palatial General Post Office in 
Buenos Aires, and I must say an improve
ment on the existing building is sorely 
needed.

Paraguay
T h e issue o f stamps in new colours, and 

the surcharging of Official stam ps for ordi
nary postal duty, still go  merrily on ; but I 
see you are kept well posted in all these 
changes by your Asuncion agent, so it is 
not necessary for me to go  into details. I 
am surprised, however, that advantage was 
not taken o f the recent revolution to issue a  
crop o f revolutionary stam ps ; but as the 
whole affair lasted only a few days, there 
■ was probably not sufficient time to approve 
o f  a  design and get a  supply printed. I 
would suggest in future that the rebels go 
into action with an am ple stock already 
printed.

U ruguay
Since writing you last we have had the 

I c., 10  c., and 20 c. o f  1900-1 reissued for 
sale to the public. T h ere  is much specula
tion as  to when the new series will appear, 
but I do not think an order has been placed 
yet. T he authorities are  probably undecided 
whether to send to E n g lan d  or the States, 
and, o f course, as we are  thousands o f miles 
aw ay, all this sort o f  thing takes time. 
M eanwhile, there is really  no reason why 
we should not continue with the 1900 issue 
for som e time yet.

Som e letters have appeared recently in 
the local papers, advocating the establish
ment o f a  Philatelic Society in Montevideo,

and the project has created a  certain amount 
o f enthusiasm amongst the local philatelists. 
A  few years ago  there was a society here, 
but through lack o f support it came to an 
untimely end. T h e number o f collectors is 
legion, and a  few have very fine collections, 
so now it is proposed to start with eighty 
members, each paying an entrance fee of 
one dollar and a monthly subscription of 
30 cents, ladies as well as gentlemen being 
eligible for membership. Later on, if the 
Society proves a success, the promoters 
wish to start a  Philatelic Journal. W e have 
only one stamp paper in this Republic, and 
that is the U ruguay P o sta l, published at the 
town o f Salto, m any miles away from here.

A  few years ago a treasurer o f the Post 
Office helped him self to stam ps to the value 
o f §47,152, and vanished to Buenos Aires, 
where he m anages to raise funds by selling 
a  few o f the stam ps at a  time. I see by the 
papers that the Director-General has been 
authorized by the Executive to write off the 
above-mentioned sum. T he authorities are 
now very strict in postal matters, and, as de
linquents are liable to heavy penalties, there 
is little likelihood of such a thing occurring 
again.

A  parcel-post service has been arranged 
with the interior o f the Republic and also 
with the U nited States, so it ought to prove 
a  great boon to those who have friends 
on either side. T he Director-General has 
a lso  sent a  representative to Buenos Aires 
to try to arrange the issue o f postal orders 
between this Republic and the Argentine. 
A  good deal o f business is done between 
the small tradesm en on either side o f the 
river, and the only way they now have of 
sending small sums is either by a  vexatious 
system  of drafts or by sending paper money 
— a  custom which offers great temptations 
for theft, and, moreover, it is prohibited 
by law. T h e  Director-General has also 
applied to the M inistry o f the Interior for 
sanction to reduce the postal charge on 
newspapers go in g abroad by one-half, as the 
rates on newspapers and letters are very 
heavy, an ordinary paper costing 2d. and 
a  letter 5d. It is  hoped by reducing these 
rates to obtain a  large increase o f corre
spondence, and by this means to get 
U ruguay better known abroad, as quite a 
large section o f people who really ought to 
know better im agine that we are overrun by 
w ild Indians, or are in a  constant state of 
turmoil. It is  also proposed to acquire 
several o f A bel’s  automatic m achines for the 
sale o f postage stam ps, and if  they prove 
a  success to buy a  large number and place
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them in the hotels, clubs, railway stations, 
etc. This machine has already been adopted 
with much success by Germ any, Bavaria, 
Hungary, United States, Britain, France, 
and Brazil. The apparatus works with the 
precision o f a  good clock. It refuses to 
accept any false coin, and will only deliver 
stamps for which equivalent value has been 
received, and, moreover, it has the advan
tage o f being available for public use at all 
hours of the day and night. In the space 
of one minute it can deliver twenty-five 
stamps, and it also  has a receptacle for 
letters.

As advised by me a few weeks ago, the 
Government has decided on the issue o f a  
commemorative set o f 300,000 stam ps o f the 
1 c., 2 c., and 5 c. values for internal postage 
only. The occasion is the celebration o f the 
Declaration of Uruguayan Independence on 
25 August, 1825, and also to signalize the 
opening o f the new municipal electric light 
works, in the construction o f which a million 
dollars have been spent. T he original inten
tion was to have placed the order with a  
Buenos Aires firm, but at the last moment 
the local firm o f Barreiro y Ram os has 
been entrusted with the work. T he stamps 
are to be of large design, and are to be 
printed in panes o f twenty-five. T he centre 
of the stamp is taken from a  painting by 
Larravide o f the B ay o f Montevideo, in 
which the Uruguayan navy, consisting of 
the gunboats M ontevideo  and 18  tie Ju lio  
profusely beflagged, appears. These stam ps 
will be on sale only on the 23rd, 24th, and 
25th instant, and after that date they will be 
useless for postal services, but the Post 
Office will accept them in exchange for the 
current issue. In  order to g ive every one a 
chance o f acquiring a  few o f these stam ps 
a supply is to be sent to a ll sub-offices in the 
Republic, and no one is to be allowed to 
buy more than fifty o f each value at a  time. 
As these stam ps will appear before I can

Foreign Dotes
Scarcity o f used 2jd . and xod. Australian 

stamps

TH E  A u stra lia n  P h ila te list (Aug.) 
s a y s : “  T h e  scarcity o f Australian 
2 ld . and io d . stam ps, recent issues, 

is being noticed. W e might say in explana
tion, that as the rate between Australia and 
other British colonies) is only 2d. per half
ounce, there is not the sam e demand for the 
2§d. stamp or its multiples, but they are few 
in comparison. T h e  5d. stam p is used to 
pay the 2d. postage fee and 3d. registration, 
consequently there is no m aterial decrease

dispatch this letter, I will send you a  set in 
case you wish to illustrate them.* In addi
tion to above the Government has ordered 
a  com memorative post card to be printed 
as per illustration herewith,t in which the 
stam ps will also appear in their several 
colours, and on the 23rd these cards will be 
presented to the members o f the Govern
ment, legislators, diplomatic corps, Press, 
etc. So , you see. we are doing the thing in 
great style.

1 see there is a  curious error in your cur
rent Catalogue. You quote a  2 c. red o f the 
1906-7 issue, type 90, under number 291 ; 
but no such stamp exists, nor can I discover 
that there was any intention to issue this 
value, especially in view o f the forgeries o f 
the 5 c. values. A lso  under number 29 you 
price the 120  c. slate-blue o f the 1859 issue at 
6d. used. Is this price correct, or is it an 
error ? J  I would not mind relieving you of 
your entire stock, as we cannot buy this 
stamp here for less than is. 3d., and at this 
price it is considered cheap.

I have recently seen a  sheet o f the 1 c. on 
10  c. Postage Due (S.G . 356) surcharged in 
black instead o f red, but I think it must have 
been a  trial sheet. T he owner asked m e §50 
for i t !

In order to supplement the salaries o f the 
postal clerks, the Director-General allows 
them to hold periodical sales o f all the 
stam ps which are returned by the Dead 
Letter Office, and am ongst a  lot o f these 
stam ps a  friend came across a  few speci
mens o f the 20 c. o f the 1904-5 issue (grey- 
blue) in black ; but I suppose the change o f 
colour is due either to chem ical action or to 
exposure. I am  unable to discover any 
more m inor varieties o f this issue, although I 
have diligently searched for them.

* See New Issue chronicle.— E d . C .S. IV.
t The illustration is too poor for reproduction.— E d. 

G S . I V .
\ The price is an error. At present our publishers have 

no used copies on hand.— E d. C .S. IV.

in these, but we should not be surprised 
to find that the Commonwealth series, when 
it is  issued, will b e  without both the 2|d . and 
iod. values. W e might add there are no 
tod. stam ps in use in either Queensland or 
Victoria.”

Our contem porary m ay be a  true prophet 
asregard s the iod. value,but it seems scarcely 
likely the 2|d . value will be dropped. 
Foreign countries still do a  considerable 
business with the Commonwealth, and we 
take it the postage is still 2^d. per half-ounce 
between A ustralia and such countries.
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In 1906 one-quarter o f the whole imports 
into A ustralia were from foreign countries, 
whilst the exports to such countries were 
one-third o f the total.

Abyssinia

Several foreign contemporaries state that 
A byssinia has sent to the headquarters at 
Berne its formal acceptance o f the principles 
o f the Postal Union, but no date has yet 
been fixed when the new tariff is to come 
into operation.

German Post Offices in the Levant

I n  No. 194 o f G .S .IV ., a  set o f stamps for 
use in these offices, overprinted in centim es 
instead o f p a ra s  and p ia stres, was chronicled, 
and some surprise expressed at their issue.

It appears from continental journals that 
for some time Austrian stam ps overprinted 
in centim es have been used at Sm yrna, 
chiefly for franking samples o f dried fruit. 
T he Illu striertes B .J .  ( 12  Septem ber, 1908) 
thinks that the Germ an stam ps mentioned 
above m ay be for the same purpose, and 
suggests that they be called “ raisin”  stamps 
[W hy not cu rren t stam ps ?— E d . G . S . IV .], 
and quotes a  precedent, viz. the 8d. St. Helena, 
known as the “ potato”  stamp. The history 
o f the latter may not be generally known. 
In 1902, the tariff for 1 kilo sam ple packets 
from St. H elena to the Cape was fixed at 8d., 
and in 1903 an 8d. stam p was issued accord
ingly. A s the chief export o f the island was 
new potatoes, this stam p becam e known as 
the “  potato stamp.”

T he same journal says that the German 
issue m ay be for post cards, whilst L e  

Jo u r n a l des P h ila telistes  says they are for 
printed matter. Another journal says 
these stamps will not be sold over the 
counter, but will only be supplied on special 
requisition. They are possibly prim arily in
tended for samples and printed matter, but 
probably the real object o f issue is to meet 
competition o f the French offices. T he in
ternational rate for printed matter or samples 
is 5 c. for 50 grammes. A  Turkish gold 
pound is worth on an average 2 2 f fr., re
presenting 108 piastres silver, which makes 
the piastre work out at 21 centimes. Fo r a 
5-piastre piece the French offices give 21 
stam ps o f 5 centimes, which are sold without 
surcharge in Turkish currency, whereas the 
Germ an or Austrian offices for the same 
money supply only 20 stam ps o f 5 pf. or 
5 heller overprinted 10  paras. Thus, the 
saving by dealing at the French office 
amounts to 5 per cent. T h is  saving, how
ever, seems only to apply to the dispatch o f 
matter franked with stam ps o f a  less facial 
or overprinted value than 1 piastre, and, in 
consequence, is o f no use for letter postage. 
H ere, as :  piastre, or 25 centimes, is the

accepted rate for a  single letter, 5 piastres 
would be enough to frank five letters; 
whereas only enough unsurcharged French 
stam ps for four letters could be bought with 
the same money. T h is puzzling exchange 
accounts for the m any issues in the Levant, 
and also explains the attempt o f the Turkish 
Post Office to meet the competition as ex
plained in the note after No. 186 in the 
Catalogue. With the new rdgime, perhaps 
in time Turkish postal methods may im
prove, and a  clean sweep be made o f all the 
foreign offices.

The New Congo Stamps
It  is announced in Brussels that the Belgian 
Government has ordered the postage stamps 
o f the Independent Congo State to be sur
charged with the words “  Colonie du Congo,” 
for the title “ E tat Inddpendant du Congo" 
has now lost its meaning.

More “  Sower” Stamps for France
L e  Jo u r n a l des P h ila telistes  s a y s : “ It is 
proposed to discontinue the use o f the 45 c  
denomination, and in future to adopt the 
Sem euse type for the values from 50 c. to
5 fr. inclusive.”  N o doubt the busy man 
will welcome the ch an g e ; these big labels 
want some sticking.

Perhaps our French friends think the 
present representation on the high values of 
“  the Republic as preserver o f the peace * is 
out o f date. From  all accounts a  Teuton 
neighbour has lately been posing as this 
benefactor for Europe, so further issues of 
the Sem euse type m ay be opportune “  to so>v 
other ideas from which the whole world can 
reap.”

An “  Underground ”  for Letters in Berlin 
L e  C oltectionneur de T im bres-poste gives 
some details, gathered from the daily Press, 
o f a  project to assist postal traffic in Berlin. 
T h e authorities are considering the construc
tion of two underground electric railways to 
be used solely for the transport o f mail 
matter. T he first is to be an “ inner circle” 
linking up the chief stations o f the locality, 
and the second a  direct line from the new 
G P.O. to the railway station at Potsdam.

T he tunnels for these lines are to be about
6 feet wide and 2 j  feet high, and will be con
structed just below the surface. A  hollowed 
passage or conduit between the “ u p ”  and 
“ dow n”  lines will be provided to allow of 
easy inspection o f the permanent way at 
any point.

T he postal trains, which will rim automatic
ally, are to proceed at a speed o f twenty-five 
miles an hour.
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Deu> Issues and Discoveries
I should be most grateful I f  readers would help ms by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 

Issues o f stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once I f  
desired, together with stamp fo r  postage;  or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
ese number fo r  each penny fa ce  value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILL4P8, 881 8trand, London, W.O.

Afghanistan.—Mr. S. A. Rahim sends us for 
inspection a 1 abasi stamp of the engraved type 
perforated 12. According to the Indian Society’s 
handbook on this country, recently published, 
“ the 1 rupee, after being used for some months 
imperforate, appeared from June, 1908, with 
a fairly clean cut (nearly 12) perforation.”  
Mr. Rahim confirms the issue of the latter, and 
also says that the 2 abasi has appeared similarly 
perforated. He dates the issue of all three 
values back to March of this year.

Another variety that needs mention appears to 
be the 2 abasi with the zigzag roulette. This is 
given in the handbook mentioned above, but has 
not yet been chronicled in this magazine.

5*
1908. Types 49 to 31. Engraved.

(A) Zigxag roulette. 
a5j|a a., blue.
(c) P er/. 1 a.

952! z a., green.
933 9 a ., b lu e .
954! 1 r ., green.

Brazil. — The lllu st. Briefm arken Jo u rn a l 
reports the discovery of the 100 r. Postage Due 
stamp similarly watermarked to the 200 r. of
1905.

8a

1905. Type 8a. Wmk. correio  f e d e r a l  r e p u b u c a  
DOS estad o s  UNIDOS DO b r a z il  in single-line capitals in 
the sheet. Per/, 11, 11}.

532a] 100 r., brick-red.

Indo-China.—According to several French 
contemporaries, a set of Postage Due stamps has 
been issued for this colony. There are thirteen 
values in all, and the design, which is signed 
“ A. Puyplat,”  is intended to represent the tradi
tional dragon of China. The effect apparently 
is not very happy, but it is said that the produc
tion o f the stamps is superior to that of the latter- 
day French Colonials. The stamps have not yet 
reached us, so the following description is copied 
from the above-mentioned journals.

Po st a g e  D ub S tamps. 
1908. N ew  type. Per/. (?), 

io$ 2 c., black.
106 4 c., blue.
107 5 c., green. 
to8 to c., carmine.
109 15 c , violet.
n o  20 c., deep brown.

1 30 c., olive.
2 40 c., violet-brown.
3 So c., blue.
4 60 c., orange.

1 fr., grey, 
a fr., yellow-brown.

i n
112
It3
” 4
x i6
117 5 fr., vermilion.

Newfoundland.—We have received a new 
2 c. stamp for this colony, as illustrated below. 
It has probably only just been issued, the enve
lope covering same being dated 9 September. 
As will be seen by the imprint, it is the work of 
the American Bank Note Company, New York. 
What has become of the 1 c. new type reported 
so long ago in the American papers? It has 
never appeared. Is the present 2 c. the first of a 
new series? It seems a pity to change the hand* 
some and patriotic set now current.

45
S eptem b er , 1908. Type 43. Engraved and printed hr 

the American Bank Note Company, New York. 
Pet/, t a.

2 C., lake.

N ew  Zealand.—We have received a few 6d. 
stamps (reduced size) which have a new perfora
tion, viz, 14 x 15 ,  This perforation is probably 
done by a comb machine, but we shall have to see 
larger blocks before determining this point. The
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rostaqe Stamp adds the is. with the same per
foration.

44 44'*

1908. H'tnk. Single-lined N Z  a m i Star. Per/, 14X15. 
No. Type.
320*44 I 6d., pink.
32144^1 is., vermilion.

T ransvaal.— E v en 's  Weekly Stamp News 
(19.9.08) and the Philatelic Jo u rn a l o f Great 
B ritain  (Sept), chronicle a most remarkable 
curiosity in the form of a id. Transvaal Stamp- 
King’s Head, all red on paper watermarked with 
a Cabled Anchor like that used for Cape of Good 
Hope stamps. It is said that the possessor has 
had the stamp for some months, and it seems 
genuine in all respects. The normal watermark 
is of course multiple Crown C A , and the 
supposition is that De La Rue and Co., the 
printers, got their Transvaal and Cape papers 
mixed. It seems the only possible theory, but 
the firm in question is generally so precise that 
it is surprising the error was allowed to get into 
circulation.

R io  de Oro.—In addition to the provisional 
listed last week, Lc Journaldcs Philotelistes (July- 
Aug.) chronicles the 50 c. o f 1907, surcharged 
“  1908— io-cens,” in three lines in red. The type is 
probably No. 5 of the Supplement.

No definite news is yet to hand as to the 
promised general issue for the Spanish posses
sions. It will be remembered that from 1 July, 
1908, “ all particular issues for the Spanish 
Colonies were to be abolished and a general issue 
provided.”  The above journal reports, however, 
that “  the stocks of the old issues of Fernando 
Poo, Elobey and Spanish Guinea were officially 
destroyed 28th May last.”  It will be noticed 
Rio de Oro is not mentioned; evidently the 
authorities here are “ making hay while the sun 
shines.”

3 5
1908. Typs 3 surcharged as Type 5 in  red. Per/. 14. 

4i|io c., on 50 c., dull purple.

Stra its Settlements.—E v en 's  Weekly Stamp 
News chronicles the 10 c. printed in one colour 
on yellow paper. Formerly the name and value 
were in black ;  these now are all in purple.

4®

1908. Type 40. Printed in one colour. tVmk, Multiple 
Crown C A, Type w. 8. Per/. 14.

14610 c., purple on yellow, O.

45
1908. Type 45. Wmk. Cabled Anchor, Type 11, 0/ GyV 

0/ Good Hope. Per/. 14.
577l»d., carmine, O.

U ruguay.—We have received the three stamps 
mentioned in Mr. Davis’s letter printed on 
another page of this number. The description he 
gives is so complete that little need be said here. 
It may be mentioned that the style of manufac
ture is peculiar. There is a background of fine 
meshwork, which together with the central picture 
seems to have been printed in one operation, prob
ably from separate cliches, made by a photo
graphic half-tone process, clamped together. The 
frame looks as i f  it had been lithographed, but it 
is difficult 10 decide from single specimens. The 
name of the steamer, 18  de Ju lio , mentioned by 
Mr. Davis, recalls the date 18 July, 1830, when 
the Constitution of the Republic was sworn.

(Bay of Montevideo, showing the Uruguayan navy.)
9*

23-28 A ugust, 1908. Issue commemorative 0/ the Decla
ration 0 / Uruguayan Independence, 25 August, :8aj. 
and the opening 0 / the M unicipal Electric Light 
Works, Montevideo, 1908. Type 91. Centre and back

ground in grey-black. Rouletted {about 13).
1 & , carmine.
2 c., green.
5 c., orange.

Printed by W. B bbmdon & Sow, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietor*, Sta n l e y  Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
3 October, 1908.
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Countries of the Cilorid
B y  W. P E R C Y  B A R N S D A L L

G e r m a n y
(Thurn a n d  T a x is . N. G erm a n  C on fed era tion , an d  G erm an  E m p ire )— continued
German Em pire

AF T E R  the creation o f the Germ an 
Em pire on 18 Janu ary, 18 7 1, the Im 
perial Germ an Postal Administration 

replaced that o f the North Germ an Con
federation. T his necessitated a change o f 
stamps, and by a  law o f 28 October, 1871, 
these were to be available for postage on 
1 January, 1872. A s a  matter o f fact the 
familiar set with the “ E ag le  and small shield 
in the centre”  was ready before this date 
and was actually sold to the public from 
15 December, 18 7 1, though not available 
for postage till the authorized day. T he 
issue, however, can only properly be de
scribed as a  provisional one, since the arm s 
in the centre had been constructed by the 
postal authorities instead o f the H erald ’s 
Office in Berlin. T h e design o f the latter 
was only approved 3  August, 18 7 1, and had 
the postal authorities waited till then the 
stamps could not have been prepared in 
time. In this provisional issue 

The displayed eagle was a somewhat scraggy- 
looking bird, and the shield upon its breast bore 
a rather microscopic Prussian Eagle. As finally 
arranged, the Imperial Eagle was rounded out 
into fuller proportions, and two banderoles or 
streamers added to the Imperial crown hovering 
over its head. The shield borne on its breast was 
enlarged about four times so as to display to better 
advantage the Prussian Eagle, on whose breast 
also appears a shield bearing the arms, quartered 
black and white, of the Hohenzollerns, the family 
to which the Emperor belonged.

The values were the sam e, and the colours 
practically also, as  those o f  the superseded 
Confederation series, two sets in the varying 
currencies being still issued, but with the 
design common to both except as  regards 
the expressed values. ,T h e  impression was 
typographed on p la it w ave paper, and 
between the stam ps were solid lines o f 
colour about 1 $  mm. wide, probably made 
with printer’s rule, so as  to leave a  coloured 
margin on the four sides. In  the centre a 
white circular space was left, in which were 
embossed in colourless relief, at a  second

operation, the arm s referred to above. The 
background was filled in with a  coloured 
network. The stam ps were manufactured 
at the Governm ent Printing Office at Berlin, 
and were perforated 134 x  14^. The shades 
are numerous, due, no doubt, to various 
printings ; but those o f the ^ gr. and 2 kr. 
call for remark, since “ it was ordered in 
April, 1872, to change the colour o f the 
4 gr. and 2 kr. from oran g e-verm ilio n  to 
oran ge-yellow ,” probably because the ver
milion injured the plates. T h e  4 gr. was 
not issued in the new shade till M ay, 1872, 
and the 2 kr. still later.

1 January, 1872. Sm all sh ield in  centre. Per/.
Unused. Used.

£ gr., mauve
»» green

I *• orange
I i t rose
2 tt blue
5 bistre
1 kr., green
2 tt orange
3 tt rose
7 tt blue

18 tt bistre

j . d. s. d.
2 0 t 0
3 6 0 2
4 0 0 4
4 6 0 t

10 0 0 2
4 0 0 4
2 6 0 3
0 2 t 0
7 6 0 t

IS 0 0 3
3 6 2 6

T w o  high values o f 10 gr. and 30 gr. 
were issued in February, 1872, which were 
identical with the sim ilar values o f the N .G . 
Confederation, except that the inscription 
was altered to D e u t s c h e  r e i c h s p o s t . 
L ik e  the former stamps, these were really 
only intended for internal service, and not 
for sale to the public. T h ey should alw ays 
have been pen-cancelled; hence the high 
prices for postmarked copies. T he rem ain
ders o f these stam ps were subsequently
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sold to dealers—a  fact that may be gathered 
from catalogue quotations.

F eb ru ary , 1872. P e rf. 14 x  13 J .
Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

10 g r .,  g re y , p .c. 3d . . 0 2  8 0
30 ,, b lue . . . o 3  12  o

l

Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.
O 2 0 3
0 8 1 0

Meantime orders had been given for the ! 
postal authorities to change the design o f 
the arms on the stamps, and though, no 
doubt, preparations were made some time 
previously, the first value with the corrected 
arm s, viz. the i gr., did not appear till i June,
1872. The value was followed in Ju ly  by 
the J  gr. and 2 gr., in August or Septem ber 
by the 4 gr., and in M ay, 1873, by the 2 kr. 
T h e remaining values were issued later in 
1873 as required. Little comment is re
quired, as in all other respects save the arm s 
the stam ps were the sam e as in the first issue. 
T he set included two new values— a 24 gr. 
with a corresponding 9 kr. T he former was 
issued 1 Novem ber, 1872, and the latter 
after M ay o f 1873. Rem ainders o f this issue 
and the next were subsequently sold at low 
prices.

February, 1874. Large sh ield w ith num erals o f 
valu e surcharged.

2h g r .,  brow n 
9 kr. ,,

T h e dual system  o f currency in the Em 
pire naturally caused considerable bother, 
and in 1875 a  unified system  was introduced 
and the decim al system  adopted, the unit 
established being 100 pfennig =  1 mark (is. 
English). T h is  necessitated a  new issue of 
stam ps, which appeared 10  December, 1874, 
but which was not available for postage till 
1 Janu ary, 1875. It consisted o f six values, 
3, 5, to, 20, 25, and 50 pf., to which was 
added a  2 m ark stamp for internal service, 
sim ilarly to the high values previously in use. 
T h e 2 m. resem bled the 10  sgr. o f the former 
issue, the groundwork consisting o f repeti
tions o f the words ZW EI M A R K . T his stamp 
continued in use till 1900, and during its long 
life appeared in various shades o f rose and 
lilac. It was first issued in p u rp le , then in 
d u ll m auve, and was changed in 1882 to 
lilac-rose.

1 June, 1872-3. As firs t issue, but w ith large 
shield in  centre.

Unused. Used.
s. d. t. d.

i g r .,  m auve . 0 4 0 4
X3 , f green . 0 2 0 I
4 „  oran ge . 0 2 0 I
I ,, rose . 0 1 0 1
2 , ,  blue . 0 2 0 I
2h ,, brown . 20 0 0 4
5 ,, bistre . O 3 0 2
1 kr., g reen . O 1 0 1
2 , ,  oran ge . 6 0 12 0
3 ,, rose . 0 1 O 1
7 „  blue . 0 2 O 3
9 ,, brow n 2 0 2 0
8 ,, bistre . O 6 5 0

T h e  designs o f the 3 pf. and 5 pf. were 
sim ilar, and the stam ps, like the 2 mark, 
were produced b y surface-printing. T he 10, 
20, 25, and 50 pf. were o f a different type and 
were em bossed in colour. In March, 1877, 
the 50 pf. was changed from g rey  to the 
more prominent colour bronze-green. The 
5 pf. had alw ays been in an aniline colour, 
and in 1879 the 10 pf. was likewise printed 
in a fugitive ink. It will be noticed that the 
word pfennige has a  final “ e.”

M any mistakes arose, especially in a  bad 
light, from the sim ilarity o f colour between 
the new values mentioned above and the 
5 gr. and 18 kr. T o  avoid these, on 1 F e b 
ruary, 1874, the former values were issued 
surcharged over the shield with large 
numerals o f value in the colour o f the 
impression.
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January, 1875-82. C u rrency changed. PFENNIGS
rvitn  f in a l * ‘ e . P er/. 13 $  x  14^ o r M i x  '34
(2 m.).

Unused. Used.

3 pf., g reen
s. d. X. d.
0 9 0 I

5 ,, v io let I 6 0 I
10 ,, rose . 1 6 0 I
20  n b lue • 4 0 0 I
25 ,, ch o co late . . 8 6 0 I
50 .. g r e y . 20 0 0 I
50 green . 20 0 0 1

2 m k., dull m auve . 3 0 0 I
2 M lilac-rose ♦ *5 0 0 2

nodoubt toprevent forgery. Notwithstanding 
this, the 10  pf. was extensively counterfeited 
in Frankfurt, to defraud the Post Office, in 
189a and 1895.

It m ay be interesting to record the 
method o f manufacture of these surface- 
printed stamps, and the following extract 
from Mr. W estoby’s work on T he A d h esive  
Stam ps o f E u rope  gives a clear accou nt:—

From the original die, called the patrix die, 
fifty impressions in lead are struck. These are 
clamped together in five rows of 10, and are

According to Germ an gram m ar, the spell
ing o f P FE N N lG F. with a final “ k ”  was 
wrong, and a  great outcry was raised in the 
Pres; concerning the matter. T he word as 
written was the plural when speaking o f a 
number o f coins, but the descriptions o f cur
rency, weight, measure, etc., have no plural in 
German. B avaria  and W urtem berg, which 
still retained their postal autonomy, had the 
correct inscription on the stam ps they sever
ally issued when the currency was unified. 
This error in the 1875 set was the reason of 
the next issue, in which the spelling was put 
right. No other alteration was made in the 
stamps, the sale o f which commenced in 
March, 1880. A ll the values have been 
printed in aniline as well as ordinary colours, 
and from 1883 down to 1889 they were 
issued on more or less coated paper to pre
vent the m alpractice o f cleaning. Collectors 
can readily spot such stamps, as  the colours 
are generally brighter than the earlier ones.

March, 1880. A s  1875, b u t p f e n n ig  w ithou t 
f in a l “  E .”

3 pf- green 0 1 0 1
5 •< vio let 0 2 0 1

10 „ rose . 0 9 0 1
20 ,, b lue . 0 4 0 1
23 " chocolate 0 6 0 1
5°  1* green 1 6 0 2

In 1889 the designs, and in some cases 
the colours o f the stam ps were changed, and 
a new issue appeared 1 October o f that 
year. T he change was probably made on 
the score o f expense, for the entire set was 
now surface-printed. T he design o f the 
lower values is hardly so pleasing as in the 
previous issue, the decoration being over- 
c ovvded, but the higher values are certainly 
better. It will be noticed in the latter that 
the shield on the Im perial E a g le  is almost 
as small as in the first issue.

These stam ps were printed up till 1892 
on paper showing aniline-rose lines on the 
back, and after 1892 on paper showing 
small and large Crown, E ag les, and Post- 
horns on the face— if dipped in liquid am 
monia. Both these secret impressions were 
made with phenolphthaleine,and were applied

put into the electric bath until a deposit is 
formed n- in. thick. This constitutes the matrix 
plate, from which all the printing plates are 
made by the electro process. These printing 
plates are steeled on the face, and backed up 
to a proper thickness with type metal, when they 
are ready to be put to press. The sheets are 
of four hundred stamps, divided into four panes 
of 100, each of the latter being printed from 
two plates of 50, with a space of 5 mm. between 
each plate. . . . After the printing the sheets are 
perforated by comb machines, in layers of six, 
four machines perforating 60,000 sheets per day. 
The perforation starts from the side.

T he values issued I October, 1889, con
sisted o f six values, as  in the p fen n ig  series 
o f 1880, and as the stam ps were in use till 
1900, it is not surprising to find numerous 
shades. Until 1 April, 1900, certain private 
postal institutions carried town letters and 
printed matter in som e towns o f Germ any 
cheaper than the Im perial administration. At 
the date mentioned these institutions had to 
cease ; but as a  concession to the public the 
postage fee for post cards and printed matter 
up to 50 gr. was reduced to 2 pf. within the 
limits o f two contiguous districts. T his 
m ade the issue o f a  new value necessary, 
and it duly appeared on 1 April, 1900. 
T h e list, therefore, o f the issue is as follows, 
the 2, 3, and 5 pf. being o f the numeral 
type and the other values o f the Arm s type.

1 O ctober, 1889-1900. Su rfa ce-p rin ted .
Per/. ■ 3 4 x i 44; r

Unused, 
x. d.

Used, 
x. d.

2 p f., g re y , . 0 I O 1
3  ,,  brow n . . 0 I 0 1
5 „  green . 0 t 0 1

to I* rose . . 0 2 0 1
20 ,i b lu e. 0 4 O t
25 ,,  orange • . 0 5 O 1
50 ,1 chocolate * 1 0 0 1

{To be continual.)

PLBASB NOTB
The Price* quoted la the foregoing article are taken from our publlmhen* laieet Stock Books, mad 
are, therefore, the Pricea at which Stanley Olbboae, Ltd,, wilt have pleaeure la eep'lylng may 
el the etampa that may be needed by nay of our readers .

1
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Topical notes
B y  C H A R L E S  J .  P H I L L I P S
An interesting Uruguay Sheet

A  F R I E N D  has been good enough to 
send m e a  photograph o f a  full sheet 
o f the U ruguay 1 857 240 c., vermilion 

(Gibbons’ N os. 15 - 17 ) . T he sheet is made 
up o f 197 stam ps and seven blank spaces, 
arranged in seventeen rows o f twelve stamps 
each. T h e  blank spaces occur as follows :—

4th row. Nos. 5 and 1 1 .
9 «h „  5 »  i t -

la th  „  „  5 „  1 1 .
17th „  No. 1 1 .

The stam ps are in bad alignm ent on the 
sheet, both horizontally and vertica lly ; in 
some cases they nearly touch, but in most 
cases they are  a  considerable distance apart.

Blocks o f these stam ps exist in various 
collections showing one o f these blank 
spaces, and 1 have often heard it stated that 
the “ error 180 c ,  red,”  was removed from 
such a  space ; but I believe that this is not 
correct, and that the sheets were purposely 
made with these blank spaces so as to work 
out in a round sum o f U ruguay money.

The error 180 c., red, is exceedingly rare, 
but it must not be confounded with a  colour 
trial o f 180 c. in red which exists on thin, 
soft paper. I have seen only one genuine 
error— it is a  poor specimen, and is used ; 
it is on the proper paper and is o f a  dull 
vermilion colour.

Charge o f M utilating Stam ps 
A lfred Bryett, aged thirty-three, pleaded 
guilty, before the Recorder, to five counts on 
an indictment charging him with feloniously 
and fraudulently mutilating stamps.

Mr. Kenrick, who prosecuted for the In
land Revenue, stated that the prisoner from 
November, 1906, until March last was m as
ter’s clerk at the Islington W orkhouse, 
Holloway, and it was a  part o f his duty to 
make out monthly statements o f the salaries 
due to employees, affixing penny stam ps to 
the amounts when necessary. Stam ps were 
supplied to him for the purpose, but out of 
561 receipts in the book produced, dating 
from June last year, in 407 cases half-stamps 
only had been used. The prisoner had at
tempted to conceal the frauds by a system 
o f overlapping—one-half the stamp being 
made to appear as though it was covered by 
the other stam p—but, said Mr. Kenrick, it 
was difficult to understand how the fraud 
could have gone on so long without detec
tion.

In March last the prisoner left to take up 
a  position as store-keeper at the Brighton

Union, and on Mr. W illiam s, the m aster of 
the Islington W orkhouse, seeing the book, 
he at once saw what had been done and 
communicated with the Inland Revenue. 
T h e prisoner, when seen b y Inspector Neil, 
at once admitted his guilt and expressed his 
regret, but he said all the officials o f  the 
workhouse were on the make, and it was 
the only chance he had o f m aking a  bit.

T h e Recorder. —  W here is this work- 
house ?

M r. Kenrick.— A t Islington.
T h e Recorder.— Oh, it is not Mile End. 

(Laughter.)
In reply to other questions, the Recorder 

was informed that the prisoner lived in the 
house and his salary was ,£30 per annum.

Mr. Curtis-Bennett, for the accused, said 
the prisoner’s conduct was inexplicable, and 
the only benefit he had received by the 
frauds was some 16s. H e called a  number 
o f witnesses, who gave the prisoner an ex
cellent character.

T h e Recorder sentenced the prisoner to 
six months’ imprisonment in the second 
division .—M o rn in g  A d v e rtise r, 10.9.08.

The Junior Philatelic Society
T he Junior Philatelic Society has taken 
unto itself a  new meeting-place. Since 
Exeter H all was closed the Society was not 
altogether satisfied with the new quarters 
selected ; so a change has been made and 
one which should prove extrem ely popular 
with all members.

T he new m eeting-place is quite palatial— 
literally so, for it is the room believed to 
have been used by H enry Prince o f Wales, 
the eldest son o f K ing  Jam es I. The room 
is full o f historic associations and enjoys the 
possession o f a unique enriched Jacobean 
ceiling, oak panelling, antique bay windows 
overhanging Fleet Street, and the facade 
has been restored to the original condition 
in which it appeared to the denizens o f Fleet 
Street in 16 12 .

T h e address o f the new meeting-place is 
17  Fleet Street, and its precise position may 
be noted by its being immediately opposite 
the Fleet Street end o f Chancery Lane, and 
extending over the Inner Tem ple gateway. 
Its ancient exterior is readily noticeable to 
the passer-by.

Stamp Landscapes
Between nine and ten million stamps are 
employed in the decoration o f the walls of 
the refectory o f the H ospice o f St. Jean  de 
D ieu at Ghent.
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For years the monks have utilized their 

leisure time in the formation o f landscapes 
from bits o f stamps, and at a  distance one 
would never believe that only stamps have 
been used in their making, so rich are the 
colourings and so perfect the drawing.

The idea originated with one o f the 
brothers, who made a small picture o f the 

atron saint o f the hospice on the w alls of 
is cell.
Appreciating the beauty o f his work, the 

prior suggested that he devote his unique 
talent to the decoration o f the walls o f the 
refectory, and with the assistance o f others 
among the brotherhood the monk has 
devoted years to the work, which stands 
unique among art productions.

Seen close at hand the work resem bles 
mosaic, but from across the room the bits 
blend so well together as to suggest oils. 
Only three sides o f the room are yet com
pleted, and contributions o f stamps are con
stantly being received from visitors who 
have seen the work and have become in
terested.— T it-B its , 21.7.08.

H Post Office 
noi?tb-toe$t of
B y  ] .  L I V I N G S T O N E  J O B S O N

DU R IN G  the summer o f 1903 I spent 
some weeks with m y brother and his 
family on their ranche in the north

west" o f Canada, 300 miles beyond W inni
peg, and I think that perhaps some o f your 
readers m ay be interested in the postal 
arrangements o f so  remote a  spot. T o  
begin with, we were forty-five miles from 
the railway, and although the letters, for 
a great part o f the district, were fetched 
from the station every morning by the man 
who drove “  the stage,”  and took travellers 
and parcels to the trains, the letters were 
only taken for twenty miles o f  the w ay to 
the nearest town, Fort Qu’Appelle, and 
left at the post office there. H ence if 
any o f us chanced to go  to “ the F o r t ” 
during the week, we called and asked the 
postmaster i f  he would kindly give them to 
us, otherwise we had to wait until Friday 
evening for them. O ur letters for post had 
to be written and taken to our own post 
office, five miles aw ay, on W ednesdays, as 
our own postmaster always drove o ff early 
on Thursday morning with the mails to Fort 
Qu’Appelle, which' was thirty miles from his 
house, returning on Friday afternoons with 
the incoming mails. Fo r some weeks I had 
been anxious to go with the party, which 
always started on Frid ay evening (it was the 
event and excitement o f the week to fetch

Description o f N ew  Stock  Books arranged 
and priced during the last week

S w itzerla n d .
Two really fine books, containing a  valuable 
and interesting lot o f the old Cantonal 
stamps, unused and used being well repre
sented, m any stamps on letters, and a  num
ber o f the rarer and more interesting 
obliterations ; there are also several recon
structed plates o f ten and o f forty varieties. 
T he “ silk  th read s” and later issues are 
well represented, and these books should 
be examined carefully by specialists as well 
as by general collectors who require un
usually fine specimens.

B ritis h  So m alilan d.
A  sm all book o f this country has just been 

rearranged ; it includes a  number o f full 
panes and h alf - panes o f various issues, 
showing the errors and minor varieties, and 
a  number o f scarce things are shown in this 
manner.

the letters), but I had never dared to do so 
as that part o f the prairie between us and 
the post office was infested with mosquitoes, 
and I, being English , suffered severely from 
their attentions. H owever, after a  time they 
were disappearing, so 1 went with my brother 
and his wife. It was a  beautiful drive, part o f it 
over higher ground than you usually find on 
the prairie, and there was a  lovely view. At 
last we reached the post office : a  tiny farm
house, I think whitewashed and fenced all 
round with w ire ; it also had a  maple tree 
near it, this being very unusual so far out 
west. W e knocked, and were welcomed by 
the farmer’s wife, a  good, kind Scotchwoman, 
with whom we shook hands, and who took 
us into her clean little kitchen. A s  the 
farmer, our postmaster, was out, m y brother 
said to the wife, “ W e have come for our 
letters, M rs. M a c ; and please we will take
all you have for M rs. B ------, and also for the
H ------’s ”  (some o f our neighbours living
about three miles further aw ay than we did). 
T h e good woman then disappeared, return
ing in a minute or two with several letters 
in her hand, which she gave to my brother. 
M y sister then said, “  And have you any 
newspapers or parcels for u s ? ”  A t this 
M rs. M ac again left the kitchen, and 
presently returned with a large basket (such 
as laundresses use to send home the wash

in the 
Canada
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ing in), and placing it upon the table, said, 
“  H ere they a re ; you can pick them out for 
yourselves ! ”  and this we d id  I then said, 
“ A s  1 am Mr. Jobson ’s sister, and have 
com e from England, 1 want to see all 1 can. 
Please will you show me where you keep 
your le tters?”  “ Oh, y e s ! ’’ said M rs. M ac, 
in a  very pleased voice, and then she took 
me into her larder. It w a s  funny to think o f 
letters and parcels being kept in a larder 1

W hen first m y brother settled out in that 
part o f the world he used to drive twenty - 
four miles every Friday to Fort Qu’Appelle 
for his mails ; so for him it is much easier to 
have only five miles to go, and now, since 
my return to England, they get their letters 
twice every week—by fetching them, of 
course. These very primitive arrangem ents 
would not do for business men in England, 
I think.

The Postage Stamps of Jlfghanistan

T H E  stam ps o f Afghanistan are natur
ally  receiving increased attention by 
reason o f the recent publication by 

the Philatelic Society o f India o f the fine 
handbook on the subject written by S ir D. 
P. M asson and Mr. 11. Gordon-Joncs. The 
work was exhaustively reviewed by Major 
Evans in this magazine a fortnight since, 
but it contains so much interesting matter, 
little known to the general collector, that a  
few references will no doubt be welcome to 
readers o f Gibbons Stam p II ’c e lly , though 
an adequate idea of its value can only be 
obtained by reading the book itself.

A s regards the political history o f the 
country, little need ire said except that until 
1880 it appears to have been m arked by a  
continued internal struggle, the chief feature 
being the deposing and reinstating o f the 
various rulers. It is to be noticed that 
British relations with Afghanistan began in 
the reign o f Shah Sujah at the commence
ment o f the nineteenth century, and were 
dictated by a  lively fear o f the exploits o f 
Napoleon Bonaparte and his intentions with 
regard to India. Since then G reat Britain 
has maintained a  sphere o f influence in the 
region, and has always had a strong voice 
in the election o f the ruler. T h e first name 
of importance for philatelic purposes is that 
o f Sher Ali, in whose reign the first postage 
stamps made their appearance. A fter years 
o f warfare Sh er A li secured the throne in 
1 868, and ruled till 1878. A  want o f unani
mity as regards the nomination o f his suc
cessor led to the second Afghan W ar o f 
1878-9. E a rly  in 1879 Sh er A li fled, and 
died in exile soon after. T h e English  
nominee was made Am ir, but after the third 
Afghan W ar o f 1879-80 he abdicated, and 
Abdur Rahm an, who had fled in 1868 to 
Russian Turkestan, reappeared, and in June, 
1880, was elected Am ir. He consolidated 
the country and ruled firmly till his death in 
190 1, being succeeded by his son Habibulla, 
the present Am ir, born 1872.

“ The first issue of postage stamps (1870- 
71), as already mentioned, appeared during 
the reign o f Sh er Ali, and was succeeded by

annual issues till his deposition in 1878. 
These are all o f a circular design with the 
Lion (Sher) in the centre (in reference to 
the Am ir’s name).”  T h e handbook says 
“  lion,”  but to any person unacquainted with 
the fact it would be excusable to describe the 
picture as that o f a  “  tiger.”  B y the way, does 
not Kipling in his Ju n g le  Book  give his 
tiger the generic name of “  Sh er Ali ”  ?

“  In all the early issues the words * K ing
dom o f Kabul ’ are employed, showing the 
title used by the Am irs up to that period ; 
but in the stam ps o f 1309 (1892) Abdur R ah 
man altered this to ‘ Kingdom  o f Afghani
stan,’ showing the change o f title from 
‘ Am irs o f K a b u l’ to ‘ Am irs o f Afghani
stan.’ ”

A ll the early Sher A li stam ps were litho
graphed, each stamp being drawn separately 
and each necessarily differing in detail; re
plating is in consequence an easy matter. 
It is interesting to notice the gradual sim 
plification o f the design in these stamps, 
viz. from the large-sized issues o f 1870-t, 
with elaborate floral tracery' in the 
circular inscription, down to the small 
plain-looking stamps o f Jun e, 1878. A  
reference to the Catalogue will provide an 
explanation o f the characters denoting the 
values, but without a  proper fount o f arabic 
type it is impossible to describe the circu
lar inscriptions. These vary but little in 
the issues down to 1878, and are generally 
M a h siil C h d-par KhAnA D d r-u l-S iiltA n d t 
K a b iil, m eaning “ T a x  [duty] Post Office [of 
the] Capital [o f the] Kingdom  o f Kabul,” 
followed by the date with or without the 
word Sennd, meaning “ year,”  preceding. 
In the 1878 issue the words are slightly 
altered as fo llow s: M A hsiil C ha-pdr KhAnA 
K A biil SennA  95 BA ras SeeAl, meaning, “ T ax 
[duty] Post Office [o f] Kabul, year 95, E ra  
[of the] Leopard.”  These inscriptions read 
from right to left, and as they do not always 
occupy the sam e position, without a know
ledge o f Arabic they must be taken on trust.

W ith the advent o f Abdur Rahman in 
1880 the stam ps underwent a change. The 
lion was replaced by the characters denoting
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the value, and in the inscription the word 
Tikdt (ticket) superseded the words M dh- 
siil C hafiar K h dn d.

All the stamps o f these designs were 
hand-printed or stam ped in water-colour 
from single dies engraved on metal, probably 
copper. Most o f these stamps were cut 
round when used, and the impressions are 
also generally smudged. Square-cut, clearly 
printed copies are very difficult to obtain, 
while cut-round, smudged copies o f most 
varieties are quite common. A  satisfactory 
classification o f these stam ps is hardly 
possible owing to the haphazard use o f m any 
different papers.

In 1892 a com plete change o f shape was 
made, the stamps being no longer circular, ■ 
but oblong, and for the first time “ Afghani
stan " appears, the inscription reading, M ah- 
siil K h d gds D dk-K h dn d , 1309 D a u ld t A f-  
ghdnistdn, i e. “ T a x  [duty] Paper [label] 
Post Office [o f the] Kingdom [of] Afghani
stan.”

The stam ps were lithographed and the 
characters o f value arc in the centre. These 
are rather elaborate, for they not only denote 
the value, but also tell the postal rates. T he 
latter was on the scale o f 1 abasi for each 
m ishqdl, which is a  weight equal to about 
seventy-one grains troy. It is perhaps 
convenient here to g ive the equivalents o f 
the local currency. N om inally s h a h i=  1 
anna ( id .); san ar [The Catalogue h as su n ar, 
but will amend its ways in the next edition, 
we cannot promise “  sooner.”— E d . G .S . IV .\ 
- 2  annas (2d .); a basi =  4 annas (4d.) ;
6 s/ui/ii or i  rupee — 6 annas (6d.); and 
1 rupee =  12  annas (is .), but the Afghanistan 
currency is considerably depreciated and the 
real value is well below the nominal one.

The Registration stamp referred to by 
Major Evans, for the sam e year, had the 
additional word R e g is lr i in the inscription, 
and the rate read as “ for each mishqdl one 
rupee,” certainly a very high charge.

In 1893 a new 1 abasi stamp appeared, 
though oblong, considerably larger than the 
previous issue. T he inscription is sim ilar to 
that o f the 1892 stam p, but “  a  new device 
appears to which some importance must 
have been attached, as it has its place on the 
upper centre o f all issues after this date ; it is 
the representation o f a  mosque gate  with 
crossed cannons in front— a very appropriate 
emblem for a potentate whoaspired to be head 
of the Mahomedan religion in the E ast, as 
well as its war-lord.” Although there is only 
one type, it was lithographed on innumerable 
shades o f paper. A  Registration stam p of 
similar design was issued to match, and is 
much rarer than the price in the Catalogue 
would have one believe. A s a  matter o f fact, 
most stamps that pose as No. 302 are fiscals. 
Here again the rate was high : “  1 rupee 
for each mishqdl,”  and the addition o f the

word K h odd-dad  to the inscription, making 
it read “ God-given Kingdom,” etc., is inter
esting.

T h e “ skeleton”  type, which appeared in 
1894, had the sam e addition to the inscrip
tion. It is significant to note that the regis
tration charge was reduced to 2 abasi, and 
“  that the word m ishqdl is absent from the 
Registration stam p, showing that the regis
tration charge no longer depended on the 
weight o f the registered article.”  In 1898 a 
new Registration stamp in the sam e form 
was issued, but printed on coloured paper.

T h e last stam p of the “ A bdur R ah m an”  
series was a  2 abasi in 1900 o f the same 
type as the t abasi o f 1893, and can be dis
tinguished by the date. L ike its forerunner, 
it was printed on numerous coloured papers.

T h e stam ps o f 1907-8 are o f such recent 
issue as to call for little comment. T h ey were 
engraved in ia ille-dou ce— probably on copper 
— by a Turk  named Mahmud Masi, and 
have lately appeared perforated, a  sign o f 
progress in postal matters.

The design on the 1 abasi stamp contains a 
mosque with two minarets encircled by a wreath. 
Relow this is a scroll with an inscription, and 
above is ihe Turkestan fez hat always worn by 
the Amirs, which is introduced probably in imita
tion of the crown over King Edward's head on 
British stamps.

T he design o f the 2 abasi also contains 
a  mosque, having a  central dome in addition 
to the two side minarets enclosed in a 
U-shaped frame. The scroll below is in 
two portions.

T h e design o f the 1 rupee stamp also 
consists o f a  mosque with a  dome and two 
minarets, two crossed cannons below, and 
a  fez hat above, all within a  circle. T h e in
scription is in a tablet across the centre o f 
the stamp.

T he inscriptions are now easier to decipher. 
For example, that on the 1 abasi is as follows 
(from right to le ft) : upper tablet, D ak- 
K h dn d  (“ Post O ffice”) ; lower tablet, M ish 
qd l, y/k abasi (“ Mishqdl, one a b a si” ) ;  
centre scroll, D d u la t K h odd-dad  A fg h dn is- 
ta n (“ God-given kingdom [of] Afghanistan” ) ; 
corner circles, upper left,yd k  (“ one” ) ; upper 
right, the same word in Pushtu characters ; 
lower left, the Europeanized arabic figure 
“  1 ” ; lower right, the arabic figure “  1 .”

In conclusion, a  few words as to the 
postal arrangem ents may not be amiss.

The Kabul postal department has a post
master at Peshawar, through whose office all 
correspondence to or from Afghanistan passes. 
Letters from  Kabul are brought only as far as 
Peshawar, and delivered there to the senders’ 
agents, who forward them to the addressees 
through the Indian Post Office. Letters to 
Afghanistan have also to go through the Kabul 
postal official, additional postage in Kabul stamps 
being affixed before they are forwarded.

W . P. B.

I
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Jin Erudite Discourse on 
Undent Posts
B y  C. R A Y M O N D  MEGSON

T H E  average present-day philatelist is 
not content to  concentrate the whole 
o f his attention on stam ps pure and 

simple, but prefers to have som e bypath 
along which he m ay divert for a  pleasant 
change. Philately has a  much broader 
meaning than the originator o f the word 
intended. Thecollectingofsuchthingsas con
trol numbers on R ailw ay stam ps can hardly 
be termed stamp collecting pure and simple. 
I have only known one man to combine the 
accum ulating (notice the nice distinction) o f 
“  fag ” pictures with the collecting o f stam ps; 
but his name must not be written, as I do 
not think he would care for it to be known 
outside his own philatelic society.

Again, the study o f methods o f trans
mission o f news and communications either 
in different countries or during certain 
epochs cannot be rightly termed Philately, 
though the present-day understanding o f 
the word would admit it under this head. 
It must be admitted, however, that this 
study is one replete with interest, and is 
daily gaining in popularity.

How few, though, study ancient posts, 
their origin and means. It is strange, but 
I believe such could be counted on the 
digits, with a  few to spare. It is a diver
sion intensely entertaining, an exhaustive 
subject o f wonderful fascination.

From  whence did posts spring? T his 
alone feeds thought. Shall we find that the 
ancients possessed means o f news convey
ance more reliable than those o f to-day? 
Shall we discover that the postage stamp is a 
reincarnation o f an ancient postal label ? It 
seems more than probable that the archaeolo
gist will one day bring to light a  complete 
installation o f telephones, telegraphs, letter 
and express m essenger services, used by 
the E g y p tia n s ; or bring from the heart o f 
ancient China or from the ruins o f Pompeii 
evidence o f former posts more perfect than 
our own. A re we but children dabbling 
in a system o f inter-communication o f which 
men in bygone days were m asters? This, 
again, offers food for thought.

Quite a  glorious vista is opened out b y a 
'retrospective peep at the vast expanse o f 
ancient posts. It g ives a joyous oppor
tunity for peaceful meditation.

Posts m ight have been in vogue in 
A dam ’s time or even before ; still, on the 
other hand, they might not. However, it 
might be taken as fa irly  conclusive that

posts did exist in the G arden o f Eden, if 
not actually in chaos.

W e learn that early in the cosm ic age a 
beautiful garden was m ade in which was 
placed humanity. It is recorded that therein 
w as placed a  mail. N ow  this m ail was 
presum ably free, a  sort o f Parliam entary 
frank arrangem ent, for, later, a  fee-mail was 
created. F o r  what special facilities the fee 
was levied it is idle to conjecture, but it 
would appear as  though it was not a  com
plete success, a s  later two branch mails 
were established, which were not fee-mails. 
T h ese branch m ails were at first sm all, but 
they ultimately assum ed the proportions of 
the original.

It is more than probable that som e sort 
o f  seal was then used, as early teaching 
conveys to  us the knowledge that Adam 
had a  pair o f his own stam p. A ll this, 
however, is hidden behind a gauze o f dou bt: 
but it is known that later, in Babylon, there 
was a  regular postal system  in vogue, about
B.c. 3800, in the time o f Sargon the First, as 
c lay  seals which took the place o f stamps, 
and bearing the name o f this monarch, can 
be seen to th is day in the Louvre. They 
must not be confused, though, as  having any 
connection with the red seals and white 
seals to be seen in m any other public 
buildings.

Though attem pts to discover the origin 
o f posts abound with a  thrilling interest, 
the study o f methods employed by the 
ancients in the transm ission o f news forms 
perhaps a  more engrossing and entertaining 
pursuit. T h ey show excellent exam ples of 
the ingenuity o f mankind before, so far as 
we know, science and learning had come 
to bear on the betterment o f postal facili
ties. In the olden days the populace were 
just as eager to receive news as we are 
to-day, and so they devised m any ways of 
m aking this possible.

One was by means o f coloured ribbons on 
a  cane, the combination o f which enlightened 
the people as to whether the arm y had been 
victorious, o f an y approaching danger, or of 
the birth o f a  prince or princess. A  runner 
held the cane high as he ran through the 
streets, and as the stream ing ribbons floated 
in the breeze the blending o f the colours pub
lished news, good or bad. T his, however, 
is not the language o f the cane as under
stood by schoolboys.

A  further system  was established whereby
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men were stationed at certain intervals who 
shouted the news along the line ; but this 
had to be discarded, as  it was too frequently 
used by sellers o f hair washes, face creams, 
and other boons to the public as a means o f 
advertisement, which interfered greatly with 
the transmission o f important state secrets. 
The shouting o f advertisem ents was looked 
upon as a rightful perquisite by the men 
engaged, and they are said to have done 
quite a roaring trade.

As writing in the early ages was the 
accomplishment o f la: select few, mention o f 
messages which were inscribed has yielded 
priority to a description o f oral and ocular 
messages. It must not be accepted, how
ever, as evidence o f written communications 
having been the less important. T his is far 
from having been the case. T he most por
tentous, important, and secret news and 
communications were recorded by inscrip
tion.

The ancient couriers were possessed o f 
remarkable stam ina and speed, and were 
capable of running seventy or eighty miles 
in a day. O f course, at the finish their 
knees they would knock so, because in those 
days they could not purchase any patent 
beef extracts.

It is palpable that the strain upon their 
physiques was so great as to rob them of 
the ability to withstand the onslaught o f any 
person or persons so maliciously inclined as to 
rob them of their postal charges. T he people 
of those days recognized this, and resolved 
upon the ingenious method of inscribing a 
message on a courier’s head, so as  to pre
clude every or nearly every possibility o f the 
message being stolen in the course o f trans
mission.

The process was s im p le  A  m essenger’s 
head was shaven, the news to be communi
cated was written on the bald pate, the hair 
allowed to grow , the bearer was then has
tened away. U pon arrival at his destination 
the messenger was again  bereft o f his lo ck s ; 
the message w as read and erased, and Mr. 
Messenger w as allowed to grow hair again.

The lives o f these m en were constantly in 
danger, for it is recorded that they had 
many hair-breadth  escapes or, in other 
words, many close shaves. Apparently this 
was the highest grade o f  postal service, as 
the men engaged were trained from boyhood 
and were styled H ead Postmen.

Of course, in som e cases the m essages 
were so indelibly imprinted on the skull 
that erasure w as impossible. Consequently 
obliteration was the only course available to 
render the m essage free from further perusal. 
Of course, decapitation would have answered 
just as w e ll; but this was never resorted to, 
as it was recognized that a  man engaged 
in important business should never lose his 
head.

In  such an event as that above recorded 
the unfortunate courier had to adopt the 
role o f roll m essenger. T h is was a  lower- 
grade office o f a  private character, to the 
holding o f which (roll messenger) it was not 
necessary to be bred. A  short explanation 
o f this branch should be o f interest

T h e sender o f a  m essage had a stick, 
round which he rolled in spiral fashion a 
ribbon o f paper, or papyrus, as I believe it 
was then called, with the edges touching. 
Upon this he (or she) inscribed the neces
sary epistle with each letter crossing the 
edging. Consequently when the paper was 
unrolled it was impossible to decipher the 
writing. T h e  ribbon of paper was then 
dispatched to the recipient, who had a similar 
stick o f exactly the same circumference, and 
by placing it through the same procedure as 
that o f the sender he (or she) was able to 
read the m essage. A s is obvious, it was 
necessary that the paper should be held 
firm on the stick, otherwise the characters 
forming the epistle would lose their forma
tion. W hether the recipient revolved the 
stick, or he (or she) circled it while it was 
held firm, in order to read the m essage, it 
is impossible to say ; but probably the latter 
was the method employed, as “ peelables” 
had not in those days come into common 
use, and, as all stamp collectors know, 
stam p edging is partially opaque and is 
very  tenacious.

It must not be gathered that all com
munications dispatched by the ancients were 
o f a  private nature. O rdinary business 
letters, love letters, and others o f general 
interest were interchanged.

T h e  favourite method of dispatching 
amorous m essages during the Stone A ge 
m akes very interesting reading. Love existed 
in those days in much the same way as it 
does to-day. Lovers had their tiffs and 
blissful reconciliations. M arriage, too, was 
pretty much the same. Nuptial pairs had 
their tiffs— I m ean rows— in which cases in 
those days, a s  to-day, the Brute resorted to 
the use o f his club.

W hen antediluvian Rom eo wished to dis
close his love he inscribed on a slab or lump 
o f rock his fervorous declaration, and 
shied it at his Juliet. N owadays such a 
m anner o f proposing would be considered 
s to n y ; but in those days such letters often 
left a  lasting impression.

It is perhaps worthy o f  passing mention 
that the antediluvian maiden never had the 
opportunity o f  laying bare her feelings for 
any particular m an, as leap years were not 
invented until the fem ale population was 
decidedly in preponderance.

Official m andates, fiats, decrees, com
mands, or whatever they were called, were 
often promulgated in this fashion, as  they 
were considered to be more weighty.
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T h is  is not intended to be an exhaustive 
treatise on ancient p o sts ; chronology h as 
not even been studied. It is m erely a  per
functory, though scientific, account written 
to show that the philatelist can combine

with his hobby a  kindred interest teeming 
with wonderful possibilities.

Possibly at som e future date we will give 
a  carefully com piled account o f the origin of 
the British Post Office.

British Stamps used Abroad — c o n t in u e d

B y  I. J .  B E R N S T E I N  a n d  C H A S .  N I S S E N
G R O U P  V I —continued 
T h e Egyptian Cam paign

IN 1875, the finances o f E gy p t having 
become much disordered ow ing to the ex
travagance o f the reigning Khedive, I s 

mail, the British Government purchased in 
N ovem ber the shares owned by him in the 
Suez Canal for ,£4,080,000. An inquiry was 
also held into the financial condition o f the 
countryon behalf o f the foreign bondholders, 
and in 1876 it was recommended that a 
superior Power should intervene to restrain 
the prodigality and oppression o f the Govern
ment,and two Englishm en and a  Frenchm an 
were appointed M inisters o f Finance, Public 
W orks, and Expenditure respectively. 
T heir interference, however, was found irk
some, and they were dism issed by the 
Khedive. Pressure, however, was brought 
to bear on the Sultan o f Turkey, the Suze
rain, and Ism ail him self was curtly deposed 
by telegram  addressed to him as ex-Khedive, 
and informing him that his son had been 
appointed in his place. H e, Tewfik, assum ed 
the rulership o f the country, practically as a 
protegd o f the “ A nglo-French,” or “ Dual 
Control,” a commission appointed by the 
Powers for the liquidation o f the public debt, 
and for the reform o f the Consular and 
M ixed Courts and for the protection o f the 
interests o f European bondholders.

T heir work necessitated an interference, 
however, with the power, privileges, and 
perquisites o f a  class that had so long 
misgoverned the country and led to the 
instigation o f riots and mutinies in the army. 
On the 1st February, 18 8 1, a  serious disturb
ance arose at Cairo, owing to the trial o f the 
three ringleaders o f whom Arabi Pasha was 
the chief. T hey were released by force and 
dictated terms to the Khedive, who-was com
pelled to form a Governm ent in which A rabi 
was M inister o f W ar. T he situation became 
daily m ore serious and critical for the Eu ro
peans, A rabi having taken “  E g y p t for the 
Egyptian s ”  as  his war-cry, and professing to 

* be desirous o f ridding the country o f its 
Turkish and European oppressors. R iots 
and disturbances becam e o f daily occurrence, 
and in Septem ber, 1 881, the arm y, under 
the leadership o f Arabi Pasha, again re
volted, dem anding an increase in its numbers 
and pay. A  new M inistry was installed

and tranquillity tem porarily restored. In 
January, 1882, Arabi was appointed Minister 
o f W ar, and in the same month the 
A ssem bly claim ed the right to regulate the 
budget in spite o f the protests o f the “  Dual 
Control.”

On M ay the 10th, the Chamber, led on by 
Arabi Pasha, repudiated the authority of the 
Khedive, but on the threatened intervention 
o f the Anglo-French squadron he was forced 
to resign. On the 27th, however, he was 
practically reinstated as D ictator and com
menced to fortify Alexandria.

On the 29th o f M ay, 1882, the British 
residents pointed out that they were abso
lutely defenceless, an assertion that was soon 
proved to be justified, for on the I ith o f June 
a  serious riot took place in Alexandria in 
which from sixty to a hundred Europeans 
were m assacred and the town was pillaged. 
Panics occurred at Cairo and other places, 
the Governm ent being unable to deal with 
the situation. On the 15th  Jun e the British 
Channel F leet was ordered to M alta and 
thence to Alexandria. B y  the end of the 
month tw enty-six warships, representing 
all the great Pow ers o f Europe, the United 
States, and others, had assem bled off the 
port o f A lexandria. A rabi having refused 
to desist from fortifying Alexandria, that 
city was on Ju ly  n th  bombarded by the 
British fleet and abandoned eventually by 
Arabi.

During the evacuation by the rebellious 
Egyptian  arm y a large part o f the city was 
destroyed by the mob. O rder was restored 
by forces landed from the fleet, and the 
Khedive, availing him self o f their protection, 
proclaim ed A rabi, who was investing the 
town, a  rebel. T h e French Government, 
although invited, refused to incur the expense 
o f a  cam paign to reinstate the Khedive, and 
ordered their fleet to withdraw.

T h e  British Governm ent, on the contrary, 
sent out a  force under the command of 

’ S ir  Garnet W olseley (now Lord Wolseley), 
which encountered A rabi’s forces, and after 
a  prelim inary skirm ish at K assassin  com
pletely routed them at T el-el-K ebir on the 
13th Septem ber. A rabi was shortly after 
taken prisoner, and after trial he was con
demned to death on the 3rd December, his 
sentence being, however, commuted, and he 
was sent as a  State prisoner to Ceylon. The
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remainder o f the country being occupied with
out further opposition, the British troops were 
then withdrawn with theexception o f 7C»oomen 
left as agarrisonfor such time as the reorgani
zation of the Egyptian A rm y would require. 
This garrison would probably have been 
withdrawn in Novem ber, 1883, as  contem
plated, but for an insurrection in the Soudan 
and the annihilation o f an Egyptian arm y 
under Hicks Pasha by the Mahdi in N ovem 
ber, 1882. T h e continued success o f the 
Madhi, who posed as a  prophet and led the 
fanatical hordes o f A rabs in the H oly W ar 
he preached, again necessitated the inter
vention o f Great Britain, and the British 
garrison in Egypt exists to this day. T he 
actual date o f the establishment o f the IV st 
Office can be definitely fixed as occurring in 
the last week o f August, 1882. F ive thou
sand troops from M alta were certainly- 
landed on Ju ly  17th, more again.on 24th and 
25th of the sam e month, but we have official 
information that the A rm y Post Office was 
organized and sent with General W olseley’s 
expedition, which arrived on the 16th August 
and finished disem barking the 31,500  men 
by the 20th.

At the suggestion o f the officer in command 
of the Post Office Rifle Volunteers one 
hundred non-commissioned officers and men 
were enlisted as soldiers in the regular arm y 
under certain conditions as to pay and rein
statement in their old positions at the Post 
Office, one h alf being detailed for active 
service and the other forming a  first-class 
army reserve.

The active service corps em barked with 
the army under the command of M ajor 
Sturgeon as A rm y Postm aster-General, and 
on arriving at the front carried on the regu
lar working o f a  post office, the receipt and 
dispatch o f mails, issue and paym ent of 
money orders, etc., at the various positions 
occupied by the British forces. Fo r the first 
week the current British id. stamp was used 
with a small “ e ”  written in red ink across 
and obliterated by a  penmark. Afterwards a 
narrow lozenge of sm all dots was employed,

probably a local postmark, and eventually 
a circular date stamp inscribed BRITISH 
army post o ffic e , EGYPT, and date.

*35
T h e bulk o f the British arm y had returned 

home by August, 1883, at which date only 
6763 remained for garrison duty, and the 
operations o f the Arm y Post Office were 
suspended practically as soon as the active 
service ceased at the end o f 1882. T he 
Postm aster-General was able to announce, 
on the 3 1st  M arch, 1883, that no casualties 
had occurred,and that General W olseley had 
reported that the experiment had been em in
ently successful, and that it should be again 
put into operation for any expedit on on 
active service that might in the future be 
necessary.

' T h e stam ps having been in use, therefore, 
only about six months, are o f very great 
rarity.

T he following varieties are known :— 

id., lilac.
2jd., pi. 22, 23 blue.

W hen in 1884 a  fresh expedition was 
dispatched to Suakim , an A rm y Post Office 
Corps, consisting o f twenty men under the 
command of M ajor Sturgeon, embarked on 
the 4th o f M arch, and established offices at 
Suakim , Handoub, etc. T he sam e circular 
date stamp was used.

2jd. (1884), lilac.

(  To be continvtd.)

E X A M IN A T IO N  O F  S T A M P S
Owing to the great number of forgeries being 

offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert 
examination of surcharges, cancellations, perfora
tions, added margins and corners, and the scores 
of other tricks that are resorted to by the faking 
fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, 
whose time is valuable, we have found it necessary 
to increase our charges, which in future will be as 
follows:—
One Shitting per Stamp, 
postage and registration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge is 
necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or 
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required 
to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened ort 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information. The 
following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion :—

B -  Bogus, i.e. never existed; F» Forged; 
G~ Genuine; GF = Stamp Genuine, surcharge 
Forged; R*Reprint; W*= Watermark.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W .C.
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Should Stamps be Designed for the
Edification of the

B y  C. M. C. S Y M E S

B Y  taking up a  catalogue o f the world’s 
postage stam ps, one is struck by the 
many hideous designs w h ch  appear 

on a very large number o f stam ps. In the 
majority o f cases the designs do not g ive us 
any information in any shape or form o f the 
country o f their u s e ; they are m erely por
traits of emperors or kings, or an exam ple 
o f a  so-called brilliant artist’s work.

Let us look at Colombia. W ho on earth 
could design more wretched, unrepresenta
tive, or absolutely ridiculous stam ps than 
some this country has ? Or, again , take our 
own series o f K ing ’s Heads ; nobody can 
get away from the fact that the stam ps are 
very poor, and certainly not worthy o f a 
country so important and powerful as our 
own England.

It cannot be denied that the m ajority of 
designs on stam ps convey no information at 
all, and apparently those who are respon
sible for the production o f stam ps care 
naught whether the stamps are instructive 
or otherwise, as long as they produce a  label 
which will fulfil the purpose for which it is 
issued. N ow what I contend is th is : that 
it is just as easy to issue a series o f stam ps 
depicting a certain industry, som e especial 
physical feature, or something o f national 
interest, as it is to produce a series o f stam ps 
with designs for which the only fitting recep
tacle is a  waste-paper basket. W e have 
had too much of the m elancholy works o f 
art, and it is high time we woke up and 
exerted ourselves, and agitated for stam p 
designs more descriptive, more representa
tive, and more interesting than those already 
in use.

It would be extrem ely interesting to m ake 
a  collection were stam ps issued in the way 
suggested, as each stam p-issuing country 
has some special thing o f more importance 
than the other, and thus it will be seen what 
great interest would be vested in such a col
lection. T o  illustrate the point, 1 will take 
a  few countries issuing stamps whose de
signs might be improved upon.

In Great Britain we have fourteen stam ps 
o f different values, each bearing the portrait 
o f K ing Edw ard V I I .  I am o f the opinion 
that it is quite unnecessary for each stamp 
to have our Sovereign’s head, and that a 
better and more instructive purpose would 
be served i f  twelve o f the fourteen designs 
were altered, and made descriptive o f som e
thing which would interest the public, at the 
sam e time being o f national interest or im-

Publlc?
portance. It is a well-known fact that the 
general public do not take the least interest 
in postage stamps at a ll—a large majority 
do not even know that every stam p bears a 
watermark ; and knowing the fact as we do, 
surely it is reasonable to suggest that public 
interest should be aroused in stamps by 
som e means or other, and thus I submit 
that it can be done by m aking stamps in
structive. I do not suggest for one moment 
having pretty pictures, such as one de
picting a  Suffragette cake-walking on a 
broadened top-hat, or the like, for attracting 
the attention o f la d ie s ; but subjects of 
standing value and interest might well be 
portrayed. E n glan d  with its multitudinous 
industries, its voluminous historical and geo
graphical points o f  interest, surely could 
form a collection from which twelve suitable 
designs might be taken.

India, we see, has all its stam ps with King 
Ed w ard ’s portrait, and how much more in
teresting would its stam ps be were they to 
depict a scene— “ G athering R ice,”  “ Sugar 
Plantation,” “  K eir H ardie Lecturing on 
Opium,” or on som e other subject which 
would command interest.

A gain , we see that Chilian designs consist 
practically o f the portrait o f Columbus. Cer
tainly the designs have been altered slightly, 
for we see at a  later date that C . C . alighted 
in the vicinity o f a  hairdresser’s shop, as his 
portrait in 1901 shows him minus his beard, 
but still wearing the sam e ragged collar. 
T h is  is  not enough, for its designs could be 
made much more o f value were they to show 
us a  series o f mountains, saltpetre mines, of 
som ething o f which the country is proud.

T h e same m ay be said o f m any countries, 
such as  China, Brazil, M exico, Ceylon, Sl 
H elena— in fact, all countries whose de
signs are not worth setting eyes upon. Not 
only would this method be o f interest to the 
public, but also to philatelists a t la rg e ; it 
would stimulate interest in stamp collecting, 
and be o f valuable assistance to Philately 
generally. Fo r m yself, I cannot see why 
postage stamps should not be utilized to the 
best possible advantage, and I consider that 
in the suggested w ay could this end be at
tained. The expense would naturally be a 
trifle greater, but, I think, nothing abnormal; 
at any rate, let us hail the time when post
age  stam ps will carry with them emblems of 
national and international importance.
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Foreign Dotes
Ecuador

TH E  new series o f  stam ps lately chron
icled were issued in commemoration o f 
the twenty - fifth anniversary o f the 

opening o f the railway from G uayaquil to 
Quito, and were only to be available from 
25 June to 25 Ju ly , ..The decree author
izing the stamps is dated 1 1  Jun e, 1908, and 
makes the set available for home and foreign 
postage during the time mentioned, with the 
stipulation also that no other postage stam ps 
were to be sold or circulated at home during 
the month. T w o o f the principal engineers 
were Messrs. Harman and Sivewright, whose 
portraits are shown on two o f  the values. 
The following extract from the M etropolitan  
Philatelist (29 August, 1908), N ew Y o rk , is 
sufficiently interesting to be copied in fu l l :— 

The philatelic portrait gallery is constantly 
expanding. Kings, Queens, Presidents, and other 
rulers have long been familiar to collectors, and 
lately we have been treated to a long list of 
explorers, but we believe Ecuador is the first to 
immortalize an engineer by placing his portrait 
on a postage stamp. The 20 c. of the new issue 
bears the portrait of Archer Harman, an Ameri
can. The details of his life would fill a good- 
sized volume. The line from Quito to Duran 
was projected forty years ago, and many firms 
failed and had to give up the enterprise. It was 
only the nerve and undaunted perseverance of 
the man that finally crowned the work to a 
point when success was assured ; unfortunately he 
did not live to see the completion of his life’s 
work. He died of yellow fever about two years 
ago, and is buried at Huigra, on the line of the 
railroad at the entrance to the grand cafion, 
which is followed in climbing up Pistichi.

The road makes some pretty steep climbs, and 
gets across the flank of Chimborazo at an alti
tude above 12,000 feet. In the clear season, on 
leaving Riobamba in the morning, there is usually 
a fine sight of the snows of Chimborazo. Later, 
if Cotopaxi is in eruption, which is usually the 
case, there is the opportunity to witness the 
enormous pillar of black smoke pouring from it, 
and sometimes at night the live volcanoes glow 
like a furnace.

The Devil’s Nose, or Pistichi Mountain, and 
the Alausi Loop are the great engineering 
features of the Guayaquil and Quito road. The 
grade on Pistichi is overcome by means of switch- 
backs. This “ scratching the Devil’s Nose" was 
one of the engineering feats declared by office 
experts to be impossible.

Major Harman climbed the steep sides with 
hand level and transit and ropes and brought his 
workers after him to show that it could be done. 
He was the real constructing geuius of this rail
way, and it was his personality that held the 
men together through the most discouraging 
period, when wages were months behind and no 
one could tell where the next day’s provisions 
were to come from.

The two notable engineering features are the 
result of the ledge-like drop of the Alausi River. 
The caflon formed by this river winds around the 
foot of the Pistichi, but does not afford a means 
o f surmounting it. So an ascent o f n o  feet was 
secured by a switchback. A  further ascent of 
290 feet was secured by the loop.

In the boldness o f its curves and in the moun
tain panorama which it presents this loop is un
surpassed. Another engineering feature is a 
tunnel through 163 feet o f solid rock. From the 
foothills of the Cordilleras at Bucay to the summit 
of Palmira Pass there are seventy-two bridges, in 
the construction o f which more than 6,000,000 
pounds o f steel has been employed. The Alausi 
River is crossed twenty-six times. Some grades 
are 4 per cent.

Major Archer Harman’s portrait will remain 
in the albums of future generations o f stamp 
collectors long after the steam railroads have 
been superseded by newer and better modes of 
conveyance.
A  Zeppelin Stamp
N o t  perhaps since the days o f Rome has 
any nation’s sense o f patriotism reached 
such heights o f sentiment and such a 
degree o f practicability as that o f the 
Germ an nation. A s we all have read, the 
recent experim ents o f Count Zeppelin have 
been watched b y every Germ an with a 
personal concern, and the recent accident 
brought a lively personal disappointment. 
A s an instance o f what all are ready to do 
to try to mitigate what is looked upon as a 
national disaster, we give here extracts from 
two letters received and published by the 
I . B . J .  : “  . . . Now that mishap has come 
so heavily upon our great countryman (Count 
Zeppelin), this is the time for the German 
people to stand together united for backing 
up the man whose life’s work is the service 
o f the Fatherland. F o r  this reason I would 
ask you, Mr. Editor, as soon as possible, to 
take up in your valuable paper the question 
o f a  Zeppelin tax stamp. . . . There can be 
no doubt that every Germ an will consider it 
an honour to help on this national work 
according to his abilities. It would be well 
to issue such a  stamp at once from one 
centre for the whole o f Germ any.” This 
writer then goes on to explain his ideas o f 
the form the label should take.

T he other letter shows that further steps 
are being taken in the matter. “  The Motor 
Airship Research Society in Berlin-Reini- 
chendorf intends shortly to issue a Zeppelin 
stamp with portrait of Count Zeppelin. 
T h e stam p . . . will be sold for 10 pf. 
It should be placed on the letter next the 
postage stamp, or on the envelope flap, 
with the object o f  m aking a  contribution to 

| the Zeppelin Fund, and at the same time,
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by force o f good example, to encourage the 
recipient to do likewise.”

From  this we may gather that such a stamp 
is likely to m ake an actual appearance in 
the near future ; they will not assuredly find 
a place in the catalogue, but, nevertheless, 
will be o f more real interest than m any of 
the commemorative labels which, because 
one or two have paid postage, have in
sinuated themselves into the catalogue lists.

Necessity for H igh Values 
T h e  B e rlin e r  B .Z .  gives a good instance 
o f the occasional necessity for high-value 
stamps, which is sometimes called in ques
tion. That, though perhaps not in daily 
demand, they have practical use is shown 
by the dispatch o f a packet from the Philip
pines to Am erica weighing 104 lb., which 
was franked with stam ps to the value o f “ 144 
mark 44 pf.,” or £ 7  4s. 4d. T h is packet con
tained bullion, the safe delivery o f which was 
insured merely by means o f the ordinary 
registration fee o f “  20 pfg.”  [W e quote the 
figures o f the B .B .Z .\

Sale o f German Colonials 
T h e  sale o f Germ an Colonial stam ps, 
which, says D er P h ila te list, is conducted in 
Germ any solely at the Post Office in Berlin, 
has been so great since the end o f 1900, 
when this office was opened, that in this 
time stam ps to the value o f 1,002,764-34 
mark have beeh disposed of. Since such 
stamps sold in Germ any have been but little 
used for postage or remittance purposes, but 
rather for collections, the clear profit to the 
State through philatelists reaches an im
portant figure.

W holesale A gent for Dutch Indies Stam ps

I t  appears that the recent issues o f over
printed stam ps are for the purpose o f ascer
taining the volume o f correspondence in the 
islands o f Ja v a  and M adura with a  view of 
reducing the postal rates, and that such 
overprints are merely to act as control marks 
on inland letters.

The “ J a v a ” overprint is for stamps sold 
in the two islands, whilst the b u i t e n ' b e z it  
overprint, which is short for B U IT E N  BEZIT- 
T IN G E N , literally “ external possessions,” is 
for stam ps sold at all other Dutch East 
Indian possessions.

These overprinted stam ps are to be in 
use for three consecutive months, and the 
postal em ployees have strict injunctions to 
carefully count all letters franked with the 
“ Ja v a  ”  stam ps. It is recognized that letters 
will doubtless be posted in Ja v a  franked by- 
stam ps without overprint or even with the 
“  Buiten Bezit”  overprint, but such will be 
an insignificant proportion.

Here are the quantities said to be over
printed for Ja v a  and M adura :—

4 C. 4,780,000. I5 C . 306,000.
I c. 3,600,000. 2 0  C. 225,000.
2 C. 1,200,000. 25 C. 375,00°.

2 J C. 1,900,000. 30 C. 273,000.
3 c- 300,000. 50 C. 294,000.
5 c. 1,020,000. 1 g- 126,000.

10 c. 3,900,000. 2*g. 24,000.
12J c. 390,000.

The figures for the “ other possessions" 
arc  not reported ; they are probably smaller, 
but the above are enough to go  on with.

Nineteen million sta m p s! A  rather tall 
order, but the authorities are equal to the 
occasion. T h is  supply is far in excess of 
anticipated postal requirem ents, but it is 
foreseen that collectors and dealers will be' 
anxious to secure supplies, and the excess 
is for them. Not only that, but a  special 
sole agent has been appointed to attend to 
their orders. L c  Jo u r n a l des Philate/istes 
g ives  his name as M. van E x te r  o f Semarang, 
and another journal reports the receipt of a 
circular from the gentlem an confirming the 
appointment, and saying that Postage Dues 
and Officials are to be obtained solely from 
him. T h e Officials referred to are a  pro
jected issue o f the ordinary stamps of 
1892-5, 10  c. to 2 g. 50 c., overprinted “ D,” 
and the stam ps o f 19 0 1-6  from A c. to 
2 g. 50 c., overprinted d ie n s t . Quite un
necessary these latter sets, whatever may 
be said o f the other overprinted series.

tlcu) Issues and Discoveries
/ should be most grateful I f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 

Issues o f stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once If 
desired, together with stamp fo r  postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthenedftjf 
one number fo r  each penny fa ce  value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILL4P8, 301 8trand, London, W.O.

British Solomon Islands.—Several journals 
report that the stamps of the new issue for this 
protectorate have been dispatched from London, 
and should be put on sale within a short time. 
Meantime it is said all the ^d., id-, and 2d. of 
the first issue have been sold. Moreover, all 
remainders of the lithographed stamps are to be 
burnt as soon as the new stamps are issued.

Caym an Islands.—Ew en's Weekly Stamp 
News (26.9.08) gives particulars of the continua
tion of the scandal in postal matters in this 
insignificant colony. This time it- is the Id- 
stamp that is in question. Dealers’ orders are 
refused on account of a notice dated 10 July. 
190S, emanating from the postmistress, as 
follows:—
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“ Notice is hereby given that farthing stamps 
and farthing post cards, being provided solely for 
internal postage in the Cayman Islands De
pendency, will only be sold across the counter at 
a Post Office in the Cayman Islands.”

The Cayman islanders, however, have profited 
Ijy the above-mentioned refusal, for apparently 
the stock has been cleared out and the speculators 
are busy inviting offers from dealers. When 
will the authorities step in and set this house in 
order ?

Colombia.—E l Eco Postal {15.9.08) is advised 
of an alteration in the current stamps of this 
Republic. The contract for the manufacture held 
by L. M. Arango, of Medellin, having run out, 
the Government has placed an order with the

Litografia Nacional de Bogota ”  /or a supply of 
some values which are to be “  an imitation of the 
current stamps.”  At present only the 2 c. has 
been seen, but the $ c., yellow , 5 c., blue ordinary, 
and 10 c., violet Registered are on order. The 
new stamps are said to be slightly larger than the 
old ones, 2 4 x 17 $  mm. instead of 23 x 17 mm., 
and in the 2 c. the colour now is much more of a 
carmine than that of Nos. 459 and 459as which 
iodines rather to rose. The above changes will 
be duly Psted when more definite particulars are 
to hand. Champion's B ulletin  also lists the 2 c.

Dutch Indies.—In the listofoverprintedstamps 
given in G .S. W ,t No. 192, no mention was made 
of the 2$ gulden. We have seen the stamp with 
both overprints and list it formally as below.

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. suggest that the 
7$ c. is still to come to complete the set, but it is 
not mentioned in the list of quantities overprinted 
given elsewhere. Neither is the 22$ c. reported 
to have been issued unsurcharged a little while 
beck. Has the stamp been issued at all ? We 
should like to see a copy; we only listed it on 
the report of a foreign contemporary.

Ewen's Weekly Stamp News (12.9.08) re
ports a few minor varieties in the setting of the 
overprints; e.g. in the j a v a  overprint, stops 
irregular and stops that are very faint, and in 
some cases entirely failed to print; in the 
b u it e n  b e z h  overprint, broken back “ b , ”  
broken foot “  E ,”  and some words that almost 
read r u i t e n . A  correspondent at Harlingen 
(Holland) sends us a variety in which the 
horizontal stroke of the last “ a ”  of j a v a  on 
a 12$ c. is broken, making it appear almost an 
inverted “  v .”  All these varieties, interesting 
perhaps to a specialist, are only accidental, due, 
perhaps to faulty printing, and are by no means 
constant. They can scarcely be worthy of 
catalogue rank. D er Philatelist reports that the 
10, 12$, and 25 c. have been seen with the 
Jav a  overprint inverted, “ but since 7 July 
have not been allowed to to  sold over the post 
office counter.”  We should like to have better 
evidence of the genuine issue before listing these 
varieties. It should be mentioned that the 15 c. 
with both overprints has two horizontal bars (with 
a space of 2$ mm. between) ruled across the 
head in black. This is done, it is said, to 
distinguish this value from the 50 c. It seems to 
us that either the 30 c. or 50 c, should have been

thus disfigured, as there is more likelihood of 
confusing the colours of these two stamps.

15
June, 1908. Type 13. Overprinted in  black.

(i.) With Type 14 horizontally. F o r use in Ja v a  and  
M adura.

• >371*$ Em slate.
(ii.) With Type 15 vertically upwards. Space between 

two lines o f  overprint 14̂  to 15 mm. Fo r use in the remain- 
ing islands o f  the Dutch Indies.

*571*4 E-» slate.

Eritrea .—E l  Eco Postal (15.9.08) learns from 
its Italian correspondent that “ the Ministry has 
ordered the printing by cromolithograjia of a 
new set of stamps for this Italian possession.”  
The values are to be the same as in Italy— 1, 2, 
5, 10, 15, 25, 40, and 50 c., and 1 and 5 lire, 
and the colours are also to correspond. The 
stamps, we learn, are to be of large size, the 
first six of upright shape, and the other four 
horizontal. Local views and celebrities are to 
figure on these “ fine and large”  labels, and 
special photographs have been taken for this 
purpose.

Leew ard Islands.—Ew en's Weekly Stamp 
News (26.9.08), reports the receipt of the follow
ing novelties.

August, 1998. Types 6 and 8. IVmk. Multiple Crown 
C A. Per/. 14.

}6!6d., lilac and brown, c - 
37I1S , green and carmine, C*

Papua.—We have received another value of 
the permanent set, viz. 2$d., black and ultra
marine, in both the perforations common to these 
stamps, viz. 1 1 and 12$. The stamps vary in shade. 
Ew en's Weekly Stamp News (26.9.08) also says 
the id., perf. 1 1 ,  comes in varying shades. The 
2d., is., and 2s. 6d. values of the permanent set
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have not yet been issued. For the benefit of 
specialists in this country, and for those who are 
following the articles of Mr. Anthrobus and Major 
Evans which have appeared in this magazine, it is 
interesting to Tecord the receipt by Messrs. Ewen 
of the is. with small pa pua  overprint on the 
second printing, i.e. thick paper with upright 
watermark. This variety apparently has not 
been included in the lists given. Other varieties 
are mentioned having pa pu a  vertical instead of 
horizontal.

6

July, 1906. Type 6. Centre in  f irs t  colour. Surface- 
printed. Wmk. Crown and  A.

(a) Per/, it .
aS|aJd., black and ultramarine.

(b ) P e r f  12*.
32|a|d.t black and ultramarine.

P a rag u ay .—We have been shown some 
varieties of the recent provisionals that are 
new to us, viz. No. 144 with surcharge inverted, 
and No 150 with surcharge double.

66

Habititado
on llabijitado en
5  5

C K N T A V 0 3  C B B T A V O S

listing these stamps; probably the overprint is 
nothing belter than a cancellation mark. The 
journal in question looks upon them as special 
overprints, for a correspondent informs it that 
only a small number of the 2 c. have been over* 
printed.

South Australia.—The 10s. on Crown S A 
paper with thick postage has now really been 
issued. It will be remembered that the stamp 
was chronicled some time ago, but the report of 
its issue was afterwards contradicted. In a recent 
mail we received several copies; the perforation 
is still done by the new machine gauging 12. 
The Australian Philatelist reports the 9d. current 
issue in a new shade.

*7
1906. Type erj. Perf. ta (new machine).

Wmk. Crown S A  (close). Type 13.
322a Itos., green.

Wmk. Crown over A, Type 29.
34oal9d., deep lake.

S t . Vincent.—Ew en's IVeekly Stamp News 
reports the issue of the $s. on multiple paper.

16
Aug., 1908. Type «6. Wmk. M ultiple Crown CA. 

Perf. 14.
92)53., green and blue, £.

43 44
1908. Type 66. Surcharged in  black.

With Type 43.
Variety. Su nharge inverted.

5 c. on 30 c., blue.
With Type 44.

Variety. Surcharge double.
5 c. on io c . ,  reddish purple.

Spanish Post Offices in Morocco.— V Echo  
de Timbrologie (1 5.9.08) states that a letter has 
been received from Tetuan franked by the follow- 
ingstamps: 2 c., brown, Spain; 10 c.,red,Spain; 
and a 10 c., red, Spanish Morocco, all bearing a 
handstamped overprint o f tetu a n  in large 
capitals. We await further particulars before

Sw itzerland.—The new series is gradually ap
proaching completion. We have now received 
the 50 c., and the following chronicle is sufficient.

Printed by W. Bbsnoon  & So n , Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, Sta h l s y  G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
10 October, 1908.
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Countries of the lUonld
By W. PERCY B A R N SD A L L  
G e r m a n y
(Thurn an d  T a x is , N. G erm an  C on fed era tion , an d  G erm an  E m pire)—continued

German Em pire—continued

W H E T H E R  the counterfeits o f the 
last issue induced the Government 
to change the stamps is not certain, 

but anyway, in 1900 a new set appeared.
Rumour says they owe their inspiration 

to that versatile monarch the German E m 
peror, and that he even designed the centre
piece o f the p fe n n ig  values. It is certain 
the stamps were issued to commemorate 
the twentieth century, the Em peror, in 
common with m any other folks, having 
formed the mistaken notion that the twenti
eth century com menced 1 January, 1900— 
and in consequence for Germ any it had to be.

The design in question consists o f an 
allegorical bust o f “  G erm an ia”  in coat o f 
mail and with Im perial crown on her head, 
but it did not meet with popular approval, 
and, indeed, is a  poor example o f Teutonic 
art. Various tales are current as to the 
subject o f the design. It is said that when 
a change o f stam ps was decided upon, the 
Emperor wished to have his portrait upon 
the new set, but in deference to the feelings 
of the m any German rulers, which are a bit 
ticklish on matters o f overlords, etc., the 
idea was abandoned and “  Germ ania ”  sub
stituted. Som e say the Em press served as 
a model for the nation’s personification on 
the stamps, others that a  young actress 
whose impersonation o f the character in a  
spectacle so pleased the Em peror that he 
commanded she should serve a s  the model.

The p fe n n ig  values were surface-printed, 
the 2, 3, 5, 10, and 20 pf. in plain colours on 
white wove paper, and the values from 25 pf. 
to 80 pf. in two colours on coloured .wove 
paper, with the exceptjor o f the 40 pf., which 
was on white. W hen a small quantity of 
these bicoloured values had been printed, 
the tablet containing the word “ r e i c h s - 
p o s t ” was altered and the word itself made 
smaller, the alteration being effected with 
a desire to counteract the poor effect o f the

central picture. T he stamps with original 
lettering, etc., are extremely rare, for it was 
only by a m istake that any sheets were 
allowed to get into issue.

The 30, 40, and 80 pf. were used for inter
nal service in December, 1899 but were not 
sold to the public until 1 January, 1900, on 
which day also the 10 and 20 pf. were issued. 
T he 3, 5, 25, and 50 pf. followed in February 
and March, and the 2 pf. in Ju ly , 1900.

These stamps, and also the mark values, 
were all treated with the secret process as 
before, and show aniline rose Eag les and 
Crown when treated with an alkali. It will 
be noticed there is no designation o f the de
nomination p fen n ig . How did the Imperial 
Adm irable Crichton overlook th is? Surely 
not in imitation o f his French neighbours?

1900. Surface-printed. Per/. 14.

2
Unused. 

;. d.
(pf-)grey . . . 0 t

Used. 
t. d. 
0 1

3 „ brown 0 1 0 1
5 »• green 0 t 0 1

10 „  carmine 0 2 0 1
20 ,, ultramarine 0 4 0 1
25 „ black & orange on yellow 0 6 0 1
30 ,, „  ,, on b u ff 0 6 0 1
40 it „ carmine on white 0 6 0 1
5° ,, t, lilac on b u ff 0 9 0 1
80 ,, ,, carmine on rose 3 0 1

T he mark values were much more preten
tious than anything hitherto attempted by 
Germ any, being imposing in size, elaborately 
designed, and printed from line-engraved 
copper plates. The designs were taken from
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celebrated pictures, and were engraved by 
Professor W ilhelm  Rose o f the Imperial 
Printing W orks.

T he i m ark shows a view o f the new
G .P .O ., Berlin. T he 2 mark is from an 
allegorical painting by Anton Von W erner 
typifying the union o f North and South 
Germany. Mr. C. A . Howes (U .S.A .) gives 
the description o f the picture and those of the 
3 and the 5 m ark as fo llow s: “  T h e two sec
tions are represented by two warrior heroes 
o f ancient Germ any clasping hands and 
burying the old ill-will o f the race. In the 
background at the left are seen the Alps, 
with the Rhine at their base, and likewise at 
the right is the Baltic Sea with the cliffs o f 
the Island o f Riigen— the lim its o f the 
U nited Fatherland— while above the repre
sentatives o f North and South hovers the 
Goddess o f Victory, holding aloft the Imperial 
Crown which sheds its lustre over all. A t 
the bottom is the legend, s e i d  e i n i g , e i n i g , 
E IN IG  1 ( ‘ B e  united, united, u nited ’ ).

“  T he 3 m ark is from a painting o f W . Pape, 
representing the unveiling o f the statue o f 
Em peror W illiam  I a t Berlin. T h e  memorial 
to the first K aiser included not only the 
equestrian statue, but a  magnificent setting in 
the form o f a  peristyle, a  portion o f  which 
can be seen in the background. In the 
foreground plainly appears Em peror W illiam  
II on his black charger, and imm ediately 
behind him the Em press. T h is  memorial 
was dedicated on 3 April, 1897, in the midst 
o f pageants and ceremonies almost un
equalled for splendour and enthusiasm. 
The date above the picture, ‘ 22 March,’ was 
the birthday o f Em peror W illiam  I.

“  T h e 5 m ark stamp is taken from another 
painting o f Pape’s, representing Em peror 
W illiam II delivering an address on the 
occasion o f the twenty-fifth anniversary o f 
the proclam ation o f the Em pire, 19  January, 
1896. The moment is chosen when the 
Em peror placed his right hand upon the flag 
o f the 1 st Regim ent o f the Guards, and ended 
the discourse, which he addressed to the 
princes and representatives o f the people by 
these w ord s: ‘ E IN  R E IC H , E IN  V O LK, e i n  
gott’ (‘ One Em pire, one People, one G od ’). 
T he engraving contains no less than fifty-one 
figures, the features o f a  large number being 
quite distinct.”

T he stam ps were perforated 14, though a  
few sheets were perforated i i £ by a  trial 
machine. L ike the pfennig values with large 

• R EIC H SPO ST , these sheets only got into 
circulation by accident. T he 5 mark was 
bicoloured, the picture being in la ke  and the 
frame in b la c k ; there was a redrawing o f the 
frame, and full particulars o f the two varieties 
can be found in the Catalogue, but general 
collectors need have but one.

T he 1 mark appeared on t April, 1900, the

2 m ark on 1 June, the 3 mark on 1 August, 
and the 5 m ark on 15 December, 1900.

April-Dee., 1900. Line-engraved. P e rf 
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
t m ark, carm in e . . 1 9  0 1
2 „  blue . . * 3 0  0 3
3 „  v io le t-b la ck . . 5 0  2 0
5  , ,  lake and b lack . 12  o 8 6

In M ay, 190 1, a  provisional o f an unusual 
character was made, and though only of 
a  quasi-official standing, is accepted by 
Germ an collectors as a  legitim ate issue, and 
is much sought after abroad. It is known 
as the Vineta provisional, from the fact 
that there was a  shortage o f 3 pf. stamps on
H .I.M .S . V ineta, and to provide a supply 
the 5 pf. current stam ps were cut in halves 
vertically and each h alf surcharged 3 P F . in 
vio let.

May, 1901. Provisional.
3 PF. on half 5 pf., green.

In 1902 the stam ps were altered to meet 
the requirements o f the kingdom o f Wurtem- 
berg. U p till April o f that year, this king- 

I dom had enjoyed postal autonomy, but it then
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agreed to relinquish its right to issue postage 
stamps on condition that the stam ps o f the 
German Em pire should have the word 
r e i c h s p o s t  replaced by d k u t s c h e s  r e i 'c h . 
The latter means “ Germ an E m p ire ”, and 
was chosen instead o f the former, which 
means “ Imperial P o st” , for the reason that 
Wurtemberg, although relinquishing her 
right to use stam ps, does not m erge into the 
Imperial Germ an Postal Adm inistration, but 
retains the right o f her own Postal Adm inis
tration.

The alteration was made, and at the same 
time the whole designs were redrawn, but the 
differences beyond the change of inscription 
and a modification in the 2 mark are not 
noticeable, and for all practical purposes, with 
the exceptions mentioned, the stam ps were 
the same as before. A s  soon as the stamps 
were issued it was discovered that an error 
existed on the 3 pf. stam ps. On the thirty-fifth 
stamp of each pane (for description o f  manu
facture see last week’s number) the word 
DEUTSCHES read D FU T SC H E S, an uncompli
mentary slang word. T h e  error created 
considerable notoriety, and the authorities 
ordered the rem oval o f the objectionable 
stamp from the sheets before sale to the 
public until corrected plates could be put into 
use.

The modification o f  the 2 mark consisted 
in the alteration o f the legend at foot from 
Roman to Gothic characters. On 18  April, 
1902, a new type was issued, in which the 
legend was again in Rom an lettering, and in 
which the whole design was redrawn. (An 
interesting reference to the differences will be 
found in G .S .IV ., N o 137.)

I April, 1003. Inscribed DEUTSCHES REICH.
Perf.

Unused. Used.
s. d. ;. d.

21(pf.), grey . . . . 0 1 0 I
3 »» brown. . . . 0 1 O I
5 »* green . . . . 0 1 O I

10 it carmine 0 2 O I
20 »» ultramarine 0 4 O 1
25 m black and orange on yellow  o 5 O l
3*5 ,, »♦ 11 on buff 0 6 O I
40 »» M carmine on ■white i 0 O i
5« »♦ „  lilac on buff 0 8 O 1
80 „ ,, carmine on rose 1 0 O 1

t mark, carmine * I 3 O 1
2 ,, blue (a) . . 3 0 O 8
2 ,, m (b) . . . 2 6 O 1
3 ,, violet-black . . 3 9 O 5
5 lake and black . 8 6 I 3

In 1905, the watermarked paper was intro- 
\ duced, and all the values except the 3 mark 
I have appeared on this paper. T h e  list 
: following needs no comment.

1906. A s fast, but sumk. Lozenges.
Unused. 
s. d.

z ( pf. ), grey
3 
5

a. Gothic lettering.

brown . . . o i
green . . . o i
carmine . . .  0 2
ultramarine . . 0 4
black & orange on yellow  0 s 

m ,, buff o 6
,, carmine . o 7
,, lilac on buff 0 8
,, carmine on rose 1 o

carmine . . .  1 3
2 m., blue (6) —
5 m., lake and black . . 6 3

10 , 
20 , 
25 > 
&  , 
40 , 
50 1 80 , 
1 m.

Used. 
s. d.

b. Roman lettering.

This completes the list o f stamps issued 
to date for ordinary purposes. Perhaps a 
word as to two sets o f Official stamps which 
were issued in 1903 and 1904 m ay not be 
amiss. There are some thirty different 
States and Administrations which possess 

| the privilege o f having their postal corre
spondence franked, each paying a lump sum 
per year to the Im perial Post for the service. 
Som e question having arisen about the sum 
in the case o f Prussia and Baden, the sets 
mentioned were to be in use for one year to 
ascertain the correct sum. T hey were pro
hibited from being sold to the public, so they 
are unobtainable in an unused state by 
legitim ate means, though they are common 
used.

( To be continued,)

P L B A S B  NOTE
The Pricee quoted la the foregoing article are takeo from our publisherlatest Stock Books, and 
ere, therefore, the Prices at which Stanley Qlbbone. Ltd*, will have pleaeure In supplying any 
of the stamps that may be needed b? any of our readers.
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Topical tlotes
B y  C H A R L E S  J .  P H I L L I P S
Recent Purchases

DU R IN G  the past weeks we have 
bought several nice collections. First, 
special collections o f Chili and U ru

guay, formed in South Am erica ; and more 
recently we have acquired collections of 
Ceylon, Japan , and Canada.

The Ceylon and Jap an  have been am alga
mated with new stock books we have just 
arranged ; Jap an  is finished, Ceylon will be 
ready next w e e k ; and Canada will shortly 
be remade and the new collection included. 
T h e  Canada were a  fine lot, and included 
6d. purple on laid, three o f the 6d. on thin 
wove, and a  6d. dull purple on the thick 
paper, all unused, and m any other fine 
things.

A  fine Collection for Auction 
Messrs. Glen din in g  &  Co., Ltd., o f 7 
A rgyll St., Regent St., London, W ., inform 
us that a  fine collection o f British Colonial 
stam ps has been placed in their hands 
for auction (entirely without reserve), and 
will be sold by them in D ecem ber and 
January next. T h e stam ps are all in 
superb condition, and the collection is con
tained in nearly twenty volumes. W e have 
not yet been able to inspect it, but will give 
particulars later on.

The same firm have also just had placed 
in their hands for sale a  nice collection 
o f Queensland, South Australia and W estern 
Australia, formed by a member o f the Royal 
Philatelic Society.

Death of Mr. Rudolph Krasemann
I t  is with sincere regret that 1 have to 
record the death o f Mr. R . Krasem ann. I 
am  indebted to m y friend Mr. Hilmer 
Djurling for the following particulars :—

The university bookseller, Rudolph K rase
mann, o f U psala, Sweden, died, a t the age 
o f thirty-three years, on 3 Septem ber, after a 
short illness.

B y  Krasenlann's death both the Swedish 
Philatelic Society and its orjpn , to which 
Krasemann was an enthusiastic and produc
tive contributor, and Philately in general, 
have lost a  powerful force. Although 
Krasemann made his first public appear
ance in Philately only four or five 
years ago, yet during that time he did 
striking work, especially in the literary field 
o f Philately.

He edited a  “  Bibliography o f the most im
portant special works dealing with the 
postage stam ps o f single countries.”  O f

this work a special Germ an edition is noiv 
being brought out. Ju st before his illness 
there was published, on 1 August, his Ger
man edition (in which H ilm er Djurling was 
his collaborator) o f The Postage Stamps 
o f Sw eden , 1S 5 3  to /903, and at the same 
time there appeared the specially practical 
catalogue which he had made of the Library 
o f the Swedish Philatelic Society, consist
ing o f about 1700 volumes.

W hen one remembers that Krasemann, 
during the last three years o f his life, edited 
the literature department o f the Swedish 
Philatelic Society in a sound way, and that 
he wrote quite a number o f articles for 
the S ven sk  F ila te lis tisk  T id sk rift, one 
must confess that he did in those four to 
five years a wonderful amount o f productive 
work on an extensive scale in the service ol 
Philately'.

Krasem ann was bom  at Mosbach, in 
Baden, but he had been settled in Sweden 
since June, 1903. In booksellers’ circles he 
was respected and esteem ed for his sound 
knowledge o f the trade, for he had worked 
since 1890 in the leading lines in Germany, 
and also in Paris. Personally kindly and of 
friendly address, he won quickly the confi
dence and good will o f everybody with 
whom he came into contact, and a large 
circle o f friends will long respect his 
memory.

Stamps on Furniture
W h e n  Robert Blanken o f Philadelphia re
tires he goes to sleep in a  bed which, outside 
o f value o f wood, is worth in the neighbour-
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hood of §2500. He keeps his collars, shirts, 
and other apparel in a bureau worth prob
ably 81000. The table by which he sits as 
he reads or studies in the evening he values 
at something like $875.

Mr. Blanken is not an unusually wealthy 
man, but he has a fad. Every inch of the 
three pieces of furniture, including the casters 
of the bed and bureau, is covered with a 
United States postage stamp.

It has taken him eight years to complete 
the work of covering his furniture. During 
that time he has collected and used 75,500 of 
the little pieces of paper which carry letters 
through Uncle Sam’s mails. They range in 
value from 85 to 1 cent, and in date front 
1850 to the present. They include virtually 
every stamp issued by the Government 
during the fifty-eight years. Of the number,
46,000 are pasted on the bed, 23,000 on the 
bureau, and 6500 on the table.

In the lot are thirty-five designs. On the 
'ootboard of the bed is a large keystone 
composed of 560 pieces of stamps and 
a diamond-shaped design containing the 
American and Cuban flags crossed, above 
which is an American eagle, and below a 
Liberty Bell. On either side are the dates 
1776 and 1898, the years of American and 
Cuban independence.

Mr. Blanken probably has one of the 
most complete collections of Columbian 
stamps in existence. Three thousand of 
them are pasted on the three pieces of furni
ture. He also has 600 stamps of the Buffalo 
Exposition issue. On the top of the table is 
a circle of messenger boys cut from special 
delivery stamps. All o f these were obtained 
from an Arch Street coffin firm, and origin
ally were on letters with rush orders for 
coffins.

From the opposite side of the room the 
various designs bear the appearance of 
intricately coloured Dresden china or cleverly 
executed mosaic of pink and green. Prob
ably the handsomest design is that on the 
headboard of the bed. It is an American 
shield only three inches in height and one 
and a quarter inches in width, but it con
tains pieces o f 250 stamps.

Mr. Blanken, who is a draughtsman for 
the J. G. Brill Car Company, began his 
decorative work when he was a boy of six
teen, eight years ago. He is very much 
attached to the handiwork. To prevent 
possible harm to his treasures he makes his 
bed himself every morning, working with 
the greatest care. Except for one favoured 
chum, no person but himself has ever slept 
in the bed.

While the real value of the stamps used 
on the furniture was 84375, he says several 
curio dealers have valued the set at 85000.— 
New York H erald. (Reprinted from M ekeels 
Weekly Stam p News.)

Amsterdam Philatelic Exhibition, 1909
I AM informed by my friend Mr. Booleman 
that the rules and regulations of this import
ant Exhibition will be ready at the end of 
October ; also that by decree of the Minister 
of the Treasury all exhibits will be allowed 
to enter and depart from Holland free of 
duty.

Description of New Stock Books arranged 
and priced during the last week 

Ja p a n .
Tw o fine books of this interesting country 
have just been rearranged. The early issues 
are well represented, especially the plate 
numbers, which include many really rare 
varieties, both unused and used. In this 
book we have included a small but choice 
collection which we purchased a few weeks 
ago. There are also some rare uncut sheets, 
each of forty varieties. The later issues 
comprise many rare varieties of perforation, 
and Japanese stamps overprinted for use in 
Corea and China are also included.

F in la n d L eva n t, and Wenden.
On rearranging this group, I was sur

prised to find how the stock has gone down 
during the past year. We had a grand lot 
of Finland and Levant in the “  Mann ” Col
lection, and although the balance of this has 
been amalgamated with our new stock book, 
yet the result is not near so strong as I 
should like to see. The stamps of Finland 
in particular seem to be getting really scarce 
in fine condition, and I feel sure that these 
are stamps that will considerably appreciate 
in value in the near future.

THE PHILATELIST'S 
COLLECTING "BOOK

For the coat pocket. With patent fastening to 
flap. Size, 6$ X4J inches. Handsomely bound in 
Art Cloth. Each book contains 12 pages, having 
four strips of linen, l-inch wide, arranged hori
zontally, glued at the bottom edge and with the 
upper one open, for the safe retention and pre
servation of recent purchases or duplicates. A 
large pocket is also provided at the back for En
velopes or Stamps in bulk. In daily use by lead
ing London Collectors. No. 17, post-free, 2s. 7d. 
No. t8—oblong, 24 pages, 6 strips on each page, 
interleaved with strong glazed paper to prevent 
rubbing—post-free, 5s. 4d. ; abroad, 5s. 6d.

THE YOUNG 
COLLECTOR'S PACKET

No. 66, 500 varieties, is strongly recommended 
as the cheapest collection of 500 different Stamps 
ever offered—the Stamps could not be bought 
separately for three times the marvellously low 
pnceat which it is nowoffored. The Stamps, etc., 
are clean, picked specimens fit for any collection. 
The best joo varieties in the trade.

4s. id., post-free.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd..
391 Strand, Londen, W.C.
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Stamps of Jamaica
Dotes on the Local Overprints of 1890-1 and 1895 
The “ Th in ”  Official and the 2£d. on 4d.
By R. STA N LEY TAYLOR, M.D.

FO R many years this curious local 
attempt at surcharging a stamp has 
excited my curiosity, and I was ex

ceedingly anxious to learn its history, and 
the method of setting up the type, but I 
could never come across any sheets, panes, 
or large blocks to work upon.

On talking over the matter with Mr. C. J . 
Phillips, I learned that he was engaged on 
an article upon these special surcharges, and 
that the article was to appear in the M onthly 
Jo u rn a l. Time passed, and, no article ap
pearing, I came to an agreement with Mr. 
Phillips, took over his whole stock, and gave 
a promise that 1 would write the article my
self. I little knew then the trouble I should 
experience with regard to these surcharges.

In the first place, it was necessary to try 
to obtain some official information, the 
exact date of issue, the number of stamps 
surcharged, etc. Mr. Phillips warned me 
that I should learn nothing, but having 
friends in the island, 1 thought that if there 
was any official information to be got at,
I was in a position to learn it. Mr. Phillips 
was rig h t; yet the information 1 have been 
able to collect is interesting. It is as 
follows:—

There have been three different post
masters since 1890, the date of issue of these 
surcharges. The postmaster in 1890 was a 
Mr. Fred Sulivan, but there does not seem 
to have been any special feature to mark his 
office until the arrival of these surcharges.

A  clerk in the Post Office remembers quite 
well being ordered to take £ 5 0  worth of the 
$d., 1885, C A  issue to be surcharged 
o f f i c i a l  to a local job printer named 
Camille Vendryes, who possessed a small 
hand-press. He arrived about two o’clock in 
the afternoon, and they were finished about 
twelve o’clock at night, when he took them 
back to the Post Office. He says that 
Vendryes had to divide the sheets into the 
four panes of sixty stamps, because the press 
was too small to take the lot at a time ; he 
also says that the reason for the errors was, 
because the man could not get the sheets to 
stay straight; and to ensure the word 
o f f i c i a l  being printed on all the stamps, 
Vendryes often put the sheets through a 
second time, hence the great number of

these double surcharges. Vendryes is a 
white man, a printer in a very small way, and 
believed to be still alive. The clerk cannot 
remember if Vendryes printed the 2id. on 
4d. ; he did not take any o f them to him, so 
they were not done the same day, nor were 
they done in the same week he is almost 
certain, but he cannot remember when they 
were done.

The |d. stamp is printed in sheets of 240, 
in four panes of sixty stamps, and ^ 50  worth 
means 24,000 stamps, which the clerk took 
to Vendryes to be surcharged. As this local 
overprinting was only issued as a stop-gap 
until the overdue De La Rue lot arrived, and 
as Jam aica is not a very big place, I thought 
that 24,000 stamps would have been suffi
cient, and as there are different settings-up 
of the type, it set me wondering why 
Vendryes should change his method during 
a single afternoon ; but on inquiry I am told 
that there is scarcely a department which 
does not get through a goodly proportion of 
that number in a year. What do they write 
about ?

Here then is something gained ; we have 
found a clerk in the Post Office who remem
bers the surcharging, and he is also able to 
give us the name of the printer. I must 
confess that my friend obtained this informa
tion in a rather surreptitious manner, and as 
the postal authorities are very loth to 
divulge any information, I am obliged to 
withhold the name of the clerk. However, 
it now remains to try to find the printer, 
Vendryes—not an easy matter, for he has 
long since left his 1890 abode, and gone no 
one could tell where. He had also given up 
his occupation as a printer, or the printing 
business had given him up, and he could not 
be found. Then came the earthquake in 
Kingston, which killed my friend who was 
making the search for me, and either killed 
or scattered the inhabitants of the town. 1 
entrusted my search to another friend, but 
he was a busy man, living up in the hills 
some fifty miles away from Kingston, and 
could only get into town occasionally. How
ever, he at last found Vendryes, but found 
him in a sorry plight—his house knocked 
down flat, his wife killed, all his effects and 
papers burnt, and he himself living in a tent,
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with nerves shattered and in a pitiable con
dition. It is a great pity that his papers 
are burnt, for if they had been available he 
could have given me the exact dates and 
number of stamps surcharged each time.

In the first place, I determined to send 
only general questions, so as to learn what 
he had to say without any prompting ; then, 
if his answers were not sufficient, to ply him 
with leading questions, and by this 
means I have gathered the follow
ing information

He remembers perfectly sur
charging the |d. stamp with the 
word OFFICIAL and also surcharg
ing the 4d. stamp with 2 id . ; the 
stamps were sent him in batches of 
£ 2 5 or ,£50 at a time, sometimes 
from the postal authorities and 
sometimes from the Stamp Com
missioners. The printing machine 
was only a small hand-press, the 
“ Golding Jobber” platen printing 
press, 8 in. x 12 in., made by the 
Golding Co., printing machine 
makers, Boston, U .S.A. Each job 
was machined from a separate 
setting of the same fount of type.
He had only a small fount of dis
play type that had already been 
much used, and in order to get the 
requisite number of “  C’s ” he had 
to cut “  G ” and “ o ” to make them 
look like “ c ”—in fact, convert the 
“ G” and “ o ” into “ C.” In addi
tion he had to improvise cardboard 
hair-spaces to expand the letters 
across the stamps, and the quad 
space between each word OFFICIAL 
in the line may have been care
lessly unequal. Directly the job 
was done the setting was broken 
up, and not put together again 
until required for the next job, so 
that although he used the same 
fount of type all the time, the spac
ing and setting up may have been 
different. The type printed only 
two or three rows at a time, and at 
each new setting he did not trouble 
whether he set up in vertical or 
horizontal rows, but just set up 
as the fancy took him at the time. The 
sheets o f stamps were divided into quarter- 
sheets of sixty stamps, in rows of six hori
zontally and ten vertically—in other words, 
six stamps across and ten rows down. These 
sheets of stamps had to be set on the platen 
and held down by pins, and the gauge raised 
or lowered for each two or three rows as the 
surcharging proceeded. All the impressions 
did not register equally, for various reasons: 
chiefly, as it was very hot weather the stamp 
paper crinkled up badly, and it was almost 
impossible to feed by hand correctly, espe

cially as the printing carried them well into 
the night; the light was bad, and the boy 
who fed the machine got tired and sleepy; 
moreover, the serrated edge not getting to 
the gauge equally, pins had to help the feed ; 
also the gummed back sticking to the platen 
would cause a slanting curl on each sheet. 
This difficulty of feeding the sheets caused 
the errors.

G O LD IN G  JOBBER No. 21 (15X21).
With Regular Fountain.

As to the number of times he set up the 
type he cannot remember, but to the best of 
his belief it may have been seven or eight 
times at the outside for the o ffic ia l  and 
about four times for the 2^d. on 4d. The 
2id. on 4d. was printed during the same 
period as the OFFICIAL, but when he cannot 
remember, for he was printing on and off for 
more than a year, but not much longer. He 
remembers on one occasion he printed ,£240 
worth(l4,400 stampsjatone tim e; he used the 
same type, and did not bother as to whether it 
was put up vertically or horizontally. He is
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sure he did not print in 1894, nor did any 
one else print any then. He was approached 
by people in California, Europe, and Jam aica 
to print some for them, but all the stamps he 
printed were genuine, and went back into 
the hands of the Government.

As for the gross errors, he is somewhat 
hazy; he admits the possibility of some 
letters falling out during the process of 
printing,yet he declares the “ blind” OFFlCIAL 
to be a forgery. He, however, remembers 
perfectly printing the word o ff ic ia l  down 
the stamp as well as across ; it was owing to 
a misfeed, when done late at night, and 
more than one sheet was so surcharged. 
In the 2^d. on 4d. he acknowledges the 
double surcharges and broken letters, but 
declares the specimen with the letter “ K ” in 
the word PENNY to be a forgery.

Such, then, is the pith of the answers 
I have received from the printer. When it 
is remembered, however, that these sur
charges were issued in 1890 and 1891, some 
eighteen years ago, that Vendryes is now an

old man and broken in health, and, moreover, 
having no books or papers at hand with 
which to refresh his memory, too much 
stress must not be laid upon his answers. 
A s for this information, which 1 have gained 
through great trouble, anxiety, and bother, 
it must also be remembered that it is not official 
information, and therefore is absolutely of no 
value philatelically ; and I regret to say that 
my article resolves itself simply into a 
description of the stamps I have in my 
possession. This, however, is, at any rate, 
valuable, for it gives to the public, for the 
first time, the method employed in setting 
up the type in most, if not all, the impres
sions issued.

{To be continued.')

S T A N L E Y  G IW B O N S  
P R IC E D  C A T A L O G U E  O F  
T H E  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S  O F T H E  WORLD 

Vol. I. Great Britain and Colonies. 
Post-free, 25. 9d.

Vol. II. The Rest of the World.
Post-free, 2s. tod.

Philately In a Lighthouse
By W. WARD

F IR S T , being one who has a love for 
wandering and seeing new sights, I 
often have the pleasure of enjoying 

things outside the beaten track of the man 
in the street. Secondly, being a philatelist 1 
often have the pleasurable enjoyment of dis
covering others similarly inclined outside the 
zone of active Philately.

Once on a cattle-boat I got chatting with 
the second mate, who, whilst having no 
very great collection or fine album, was 
nevertheless a collector. Philately is by no 
means confined to the man or woman who 
sits within the comfortable range of a warm 
fire, with a  catalogue at hand, and a bundle 
of philatelic journals on the table.

During a  recent periodical stray, I got 
“ chummy”  with the three-parts owner of a 
nor’-west coast fishing trawler and his 
brother-in-law, remaining-part owner. Both 
were National Lifeboat men, and among 
their other duties (weather permitting, as 
the steamship bills say) was a call twice a 
week to convey necessities o f life to the 
keeper of a lighthouse, some couple of miles 
from the mainland, at the ridge of a shallow 
but dangerous bay in a north-west comer. 
Maybe the reader will conjure in his or her 
mind a lighthouse built as a  stone tower. 
Most may be so, but the one of which I 
write is built upon some dozen steel-tube 
piles—a steel-plate hut on stilts.

Going out early one morning with my

fisher-friends on our way to the mackerel 
“  parks,”  we called with the bi-weekly food 
supplies for the lonely lighthouse keeper. 
A s I had never been to the light before, 
I tripped up the vertical ladder to have a 
look round. Other than a couple of shelf- 
tables, a couple of chairs, a pair o f shelves 
or cupboards, and a folding bed, the entire 
decoration o f the apartment—by the way, 
curtained across opposite the bed—consisted 
of several Christmas plates given at that 
season with the illustrated magazines, and a 
box-like cabinet covered with a design in 
stamps. Seeing the latter made me remark, 
“ Suppose you don’t collect stam ps?” To 
my surprise the light keeper replied, “  Well, 
not properly, sir, but I have a few.” Of 
course I requested the sight o f this treasure. 
A  seedy small album, which perhaps origin
ally cost about half a crown, was trotted 
out for my perusal. Whilst having no very 
rare gems, there were a goodly number of 
West Indian, Central and North American 
stamps in the collection.

It appears that previously to coming into 
the service of Trinity House, our lighthouse 
philatelist had been in the Navy, and was 
away for several years in Bermuda and the 
West Indies. It was during his stay in the 
Caribbean waters that he became a collector. 
Since being placed in charge of a lighthouse, 
in time, after professional duties o f cleaning 
and trimming the lamp, attending to the
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reflectors and oil-feeds, and after exhausting 
whatever old newspapers and magazines his 
friends on the mainland had sent him, he 
had carefully taken out all the stamps in his 
album, soaked off the paper and rearranged. 
To my eyes the arrangement was rather 
unique. The stamps were not placed in 
order of their issue, but of their numismatic 
value, as Jd ., Jd., id., id., 2^d., 4d., 6d., and 
so on. Ashe explained to me, he had not now 
many facilities for obtaining more stamps. 
Indeed, he seemed genuinely pleased at my 
promise to send him some.

Our friend lives only eight months of the 
year in the lighthouse, and until within a few 
months of my visit enjoyed the companion
ship of an assistant. The latter had not,

however, taken kindly to so lonely an exist
ence, and had left, his place remaining 
unfilled. I may mention that the living- 
room has five small windows, all wide-ledged, 
and chiefly used as library shelves. At one 
side is the ladder up to the lantern and 
reflectors—the former a half-minute revolv
ing light. Underneath are the oil-tanks from 
which the lamp is fed by means of siphons.

Whilst a lighthouse would be an ideal 
place for, say a specialist in Austrians, New 
Zealands or Nicaraguans, 1 should think 
two or three months would suffice to give the 
most ardent his fill. And to further vivify 
lighthouse Philately, this isolated collector 
confessed to an entire ignorance of the exist
ence of philatelic journalism.

Jlitcbitectuite on Postage Stamps
By NORMAN THORNTON

A  C O N SID E R A B L E  and highly interest
ing collection could be made of stamps 
showing the styles of architecture of 

many ages and lands from the very earliest 
times. Let us start with one of the earliest 
known efforts of man in placing one stone 
upon another, and for this we take the 3d. of 
Tonga, 1897, which shows us a prehistoric
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trilith, such as is to be found upon Salisbury 
Plain at Stonehenge. The setting up of 
these huge masses of stone, weighing hun
dreds of tons, is one of the most remarkable 
proofs of the ingenuity and, indeed, mechani
cal ability of primitive man, especially 
when we consider that they are found not in 
one district alone, but in many places 
scattered over the face of the earth, so that 
the same ideas must have occurred to, and 
similar means for carrying them out em
ployed by, entirely independent individuals. 
These erections are generally held to have 
had connection with tel'gious ceremonies in 
which human sacrifices almost certainly had 
some part.

The civilization of China is admittedly 
the oldest in the world, and the Chinese 
Pagoda, therefore, comes next upon our 
list; this, however, is only to be found on

some Chinese local stamps, the best illustra
tion being upon those of Chungking, 1894.

The next step brings us to ancient Egypt, 
and, perhaps, the most interesting and 
wonderful of all subjects portrayed on stamps, 
the Pyramids and Sphinx, monuments of

years of patient toil. Many legends have 
been invented to account for the existence 
of these pyramids, one o f which was that 
they were the store-houses which Joseph 
caused to be built for the storing of the 
grain which was to tide Egypt over the 
seven years of famine. W e may, however, 
regard them, in the light of actual evidence, 
as the tombs o f bygone Pharaohs.

The next addition to our collection shows 
us a bird’s-eye view o f the Acropolis of

Athens, crowned by the Parthenon, recalling 
all the beauty and hero-worship of the 
Greek mythology.

Recent excavations point to the fact that 
the temple, o f which the ruins now remain 
standing, is the last o f three successive 
edifices upon the same spot : first the
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ancient Temple of Athenae, burnt by the 
Persians in 480 B.C.; secondly, the old 
Parthenon, or Parthenon of Cimon, begun 
after the departure of the Persians and 
never completed ; and lastly, the present, 
or Parthenon of Pericles, built between 454 
and 438 B.C., on the foundations of the 
preceding. In the sixth century the Parthe
non was used as a Christian church, and in 
1460 the Turks converted it into a mosque, 
and subsequently in 1687, when besieged by 
the Venetians, into a powder magazine, an 
explosion then occurring, cutting the build
ing in two. For an example of Roman archi
tecture, we must take one of the new stamps 
of Tunis, which gives an excellent illustration 
of the ruins of Hadrian’s Aqueduct; this was

a wonderful piece of engineering work, built 
in the first century, and conducted water 
to Carthage across eighty miles o f desert.

The medieval style is represented by 
the Castle of Wenden on the stamps of

that province, and more importantly by the 
view of the Kremlin on the 10 kopecs, 1905, 
of Russia. The Kremlin comprises a  collec
tion of buildings, palaces and churches, of 
which the most important are the palace 
Teremnoi'-Dvoretz (1487), the Cathedral of 
the Assumption (1474), the Cathedral of 
the Annunciation, begun in the fourteenth 
century and rebuilt in 14 83 ; the church of 

. Saint Michael containing the remains of 
many of the Tsars. The Kremlin did not 
share the fate of the rest o f Moscow, during 
the fire o f 1812, but Napoleon was neverthe
less forced to abandon it on account of the 
great heat caused by the burning o f the city.

We may also include here the Montene
grin issue of 1896, showing the monastery 
near Cettinge, used as a royal mausoleum.

For the Moorish style we have on the 1 c., 
1906, Tunis, the mosque of Kairouan, and

an excellent idea of Arab building is shown 
by the mosque of Tadjourah on the stamps 
of French Somali Coast. Perhaps one of the 
best representations of architecture on 
stamps is that of the Cathedral o f Mexico

on .he 5 peso of 1899; it is in the Doric 
style, and surmounted by two fine towers; 
here lie the remains of Ferdinand Cortez, 
the conqueror of Mexico, and other Mexican 
viceroys.

It is naturally impossible in a short article 
to deal in detail with every building shown 
on stamps, and this kind of device has 
become very popular with designers of later 
years, so that only a few of the most striking 
and important can be included. One curious 
example is the little view which looks like 
a small fort on the 1894 issue of Belgium;

it constitutes the arms of Antwerp, and is 
apparently meant to represent that city.

Very fine examples of modem buildings 
are shown on the 1900 issue of Germany
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and 1903 issue o f Sweden, giving the General 
Post Offices of Berlin and Stockholm re
spectively, whilst some of the stamps of 
Hnyti give an idea of architecture adapted 
to the tropic?.

Guatemala has several architectural stamps 
showing the Museum, Temple of Minerva, 
Cathedral, Columbus Theatre, School, and 
very, magnificent artillery barracks, remind
ing one rather of Somerset House from the 
Embankment.

Two fine examples of modern work are to 
be found on the 82 of 1898, and the 5 cents 
1901 of United States, the first showing the

bridge over the Mississippi at St. Louis, 
and the second the bridge over Niagara 
Falls.

Stamps of the British Colonies do not in
clude many pictures of buildings; but in con
clusion we may make mention of two, both 
being somewhat out of the ordinary.

On the new stamps of Brunei is a  view on 
Brunei River, giving an excellent idea of one 
of the oldest known methods o f building 
known to man, namely, huts built on piles

driven into the bed of the river, in the same 
style as those found on some of the Swiss 
lakes.

The other is the Life Insurance Depart
ment stamps of New Zealand, and repre
sents also a building in the midst o f waters 
— to wit, a lighthouse.

Dotes of a Provincial Junior
By YOKEL

{Continued from  page 153.)

Australians

T H E stamps of Australasia and New 
Zealand form one of the most interest
ing groups for the true philatelist. 

Unfortunately a representative lot of these 
stamps cannot be obtained by the collector 
of moderate means. Any one of the coun
tries in this group, however, may be special
ized by the average collector, if he abstains 
from abnormal varieties, and is not discour
aged by a few blank spaces.

I will only give a few general remarks on 
these stamps, as I have collected them more 
as a generalist than as a true specialist.

Taking the early issues of this group as a 
whole, it will be found that they are ex
tremely difficult to find with good margins 
to the imperforate stamps, or well centred in 
the perforated issues. This applies particu
larly to the stamps of South Australia, and 
in a slightly less degree to those of New 
Zealand.

New South Wales and Victoria (with the 
exception of Mauritius) were the two first 
colonies of the British Empire to issue 
postage stamps.

The first issues of New South Wales,

Tasmania, and Victoria were printed from 
plates engraved in the colony. The first 
issues of New Zealand, Queensland and South 
Australia were printed by Messrs. Perkins 
Bacon and Co. from plates which they en
graved. This firm also engraved plates for 
New South Wales, Tasmania, and Western 
Australia, and although they printed the first 
supplies, these and the above-mentioned 
plates were afterwards sent to the colony 
and printed from locally.

The stamps of Victoria were with the ex
ception of the id., green, 1856, printed from 
plates engraved in Australia.

New South Wales
The stamps of New South Wales are very 

interesting, but it is a very difficult country 
indeed to collect, and cannot be specialized 
with any degree of success, except by the 
wealthy collector.

The two first issues—the famous Sydney 
Views, and the equally well-known “  Lau- 
reated”—were printed from plates engraved 
by local men.

These stamps form a special study in 
themselves, as the plates, being engraved by 
hand, show as many varieties as there were
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stamps on the plate. The reconstruction of 
these plates is very interesting, and illustra
tions, showing the positions of the different 
varieties on each plate, are found in the 
London Society’s book on Oceania. Every 
collector of New South Wales should endea
vour to reconstruct at least one plate as an 
example of the manner in which these plates 
were engraved. The cheapest variety, of 
course, answers this purpose as well as the 
more expensive. The reconstruction of these 
plates is, however, extremely interesting.

The Sydney Views were of three values, 
viz. id., 2d., and 3d., and although there 
are only nine main types, Stanley Gibbons 
Catalogue now lists sixty-two varieties. The 
id. plate was re-engraved, and the 2d. plates 
were either re-engraved or retouched five 
times, but the 3d. plate was neither re-en
graved nor retouched. There were several 
“  varieties ”  in the above plates, and as usual 
there were several shades of colour, so that 
a really large collection of these stamps 
could be formed independently of the recon
struction of plates. Laid paper was em
ployed for printing several of the plates, and 
this provides further varieties. The “ Lau- 
reated” stamps were of five values, id., 2d., 
3d., 6d., and 8d., and were printed on unwater
marked paper, although the three first 
values were afterwards printed on paper 
watermarked with a numeral of the value of 
the stamp.

The id., 2d , 3d., and 8d. were printed from 
plates containing fifty types, but the 6d. plates 
consisted of twenty-five types only.

The id. was printed in shades of orange- 
red to carmine, and a  vermilion shade is 
sometimes found, although it is somewhat 
scarce. There are three prominent varieties 
of type on the plate: ( 1 ) is the error w a l e  
instead of w a l e s , (2) has no floreate orna
ments to right of SO UTH, (3) has one floreate 
ornament missing. These stamps are not 
easy to obtain now in fine condition, as they 
have been snapped up during the past few 
years for plating. This stamp was also 
printed on laid paper, and in this condition 
is hard to find.

The 2d. value was printed from a plate 
which was afterwards re-engraved. In the 
original plate there are no division lines be
tween the stamps, and the background con
sists of wavy and straight vertical lines. The 
Catalogue lists two varieties of this stamp,
(1) fine impression, (2) coarse impression. 
Both these varieties were printed from the 

'sam e plate, but the difference is caused by 
want of care in cleaning the plate when 
printing the stamps. The fine impressions 
are every year getting more difficult to find, 
especially the ultramarine shade. The re
engraved plate has a  background of crossed 
lines, and has horizontal and vertical com
partment lines between the stamps. The

colour is more of a dull blue than in the 
original plate. This stamp has a variety, 
w a i .e s  partly covered with network. This 
is the plate from which the watermarked 
issue was printed.

Plate II was a distinct plate engraved by 
Jervis, and can be distinguished by the six- 
rayed stars in the comers. In colour it is a 
deep blue, quite distinct from . the former 
plates. There is a variety w a k e s  instead of 
w a l e s . The normal variety of this stamp 
is not particularly hard to find in good con
dition.

The 3d. value is found in a variety of 
shades, and is a really scarce stamp in fine 
condition, especially the emerald - green 
shade.

The 6d. and 8d. values are both difficult 
stamps to obtain.

In 1854 the id., 2d., and 3d. values were 
printed on watermarked paper. The id., 
orange, wmk. numeral E, is not easy to find 
in good condition ar.d colour, and copies in 
superb condition are cheap at catalogue 
rates.

The 2d. value, wmk. g, is at the present 
time not hard to find in good condition. 
There is an ultramarine shade which will 
require much seeking for, although bright 
pale blue shades are not uncommon.

The 3d. value, wmk. &, is difficult to find 
with good margins ; in fact, the 3d. value in 
this and the unwatermarked issue is the most 
difficult to find with margins all round, as 
the stamps were printed closer together than 
were the other values, except, perhaps, the 
6d. The id. value is the next most difficult 
to obtain with good margins.

The stamps have been steadfast in values 
for some time, as the following list will 
show :—

1895 1902 1908
s. <L s. d . r. d.

id ., Sydney View. Plate I • 40 0 40 0 6» 0
id. „  „  II . 40 0 40 0 60 0
ad. ,, „  1 . 40 0 *5 0 40 0
ad. 1* ,, I« . 50 0 45 0 60 0
ad. „  „  1 1 • 35 0 35 0 60 0
ad. H I . 40 0 30 0 40 0
ad. „  „  I I I *  . 30 0 35 0 60 0
ad. „  „  I I I*  . 4o 0 30 0 30 0
3d. • 35 0 45 0 50 0
id., Laureated, no wmk. . 6 0 7 6 12 6
ad.

„  Stars
a 6 t 6 4 6

ad. ao 0 *7 6 ao 0
3d. „  no wmk. . . 10 0 8 6 *5 0
6d. • *5 O 40 0 50 0
8d. . 60 0 70 0 e<> 0
id. ,, wmk. . 5 0 4 0 5 0
ad. t* *1 6 1 0 t 6
3d- „  „ 6 6 5 0 6 0

The next stamps, known as the Diadem 
issue, were printed in the colony from plates 
supplied by Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co. 
The values were the same as in the laureated 
issue, with the addition of $d. and I s. values.

These stamps were first issued imperforate. 
A ll the values are hard to find with good 
margins, except the 6d. and is. stamps, 
The 6d. stamp is found in a very large range
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of shades, o f which a dark blue-green is the 
most difficult to find.

The id. is more difficult to find than the 
6d., and the 2d. is by no means easy to find 
by the “  condition ’’ collector.

The 3d. and 8d. values are rare imperfor
ate, and great care should be exercised when 
purchasing these stamps.

These stamps were afterwards issued 
perforated, but this issue needs little 
comment.

As these notes relate principally to line-

engraved stamps, the later issues of this 
colony are outside the scope of this article.

Although I am undoubtedly biased in 
favour of line-engraved stamps, it is surely 
plain to every one that in the future none 
but the rabid specialists will interest them
selves in the minor varieties of perforation of 
the surface -printed stamps. There are cer
tain perforations that should be collected, 
but until the collector has experience, higher 

| prices should not be paid for the varieties 
] than the value of the normal stamp.

{To be continued.')

Foreign llote$
More Reduction of Postage

E  Collectionnettr de Tim bres-Poste (Octo
ber) says negotiations are in progress 

between Holland and Belgium for the reduc
tion of the postal tariff between the two 
countries to 10 c., or even 5 c., for a single 
letter. At present the rate is 20 c. At the 
same time a proportionate reduction in the 
rate for printed matter is to be considered.

Change of Name
L'A nnonce Tim brologique learns that 
“ when the contemplated issue of new 
Portuguese Colonial stamps, bearing the 
portrait of King Manuel, takes place, the 
name of ‘ Zambezia’ will be changed to 
‘ Quelimane.’ ”

Portuguese East Africa comprises terri
tories directly administered by the State, 
and others under the administration of the 
Mozambique and Nyassa Companies, both 
of which have sovereign rights. The State 
territories are Lourenzo Marques, Inham- 
bane, Mozambique, Quelimane, and Tete. 
The first three are each provided with a 
special set of stamps, but at present stamps 
inscribed “ Zambezia” are in use in the two 
latter districts. These territories, until taken 
over by the State, were formerly managed 
by the Zambezia Company, but without 
sovereign rights. Possibly “ Tete” may also 
be favoured with its own stamps.

International Transhipment of Mails
IN No. 182 of G. S . IV. some account was 
given under the above title of the postal 
arrangements on board the great English 
and American mail-carrying liners. Le 
Collectionneur de Tim bres-Poste says much 
the same system is now to be established on 
the French liners Tourraine, Provence, 
Savoie, L o r r a in e and Bretagne. And 
also that in place o f the single agent formerly 
sailing in charge of the mails, a  properly 
equipped post office is to be installed on each 
boat. These offices during the voyage will at
tend to correspondence, sell postage stamps,

issue money orders, in short, perform the 
duties of a shore post office. The staff is to 
be divided into five shifts, each of two men, 
v/ho are to receive, in addition to their 
ordinary pay, a  bonus of 1 2s. for each day’s 
voyage.

French Postage Stamps on Advertisement
Labels

F or some time the sale has been allowed in 
France of gummed advertisement labels 
having a 10 c. stamp stuck in the centre, 
such stamps being sold at a reduced price 
by the firm whose wares were so advertised. 
By a recent order the sale of these labels 
has been prohibited, and thus our French 
friends are coming into line with England 
and Germany on the question of advertise
ments bearing a resemblance to postage 
stamps.

The St. Andrew's Cross obliteration on Papal
States Stamps

D. C. G., in “ Some notes on the 1852 
issue of the Papal States” in G. S . IV., 
189, said “ these stamps were occasion
ally obliterated with a large black St. 
Andrew’s Cross. This postmark is said to 
have been used in Ferrara during an out
break of the plague.”

Le Collectionneur de Tim bres-PosieiSe'pl.), 
i(n its answers to correspondents, replies, to 
a question as to the signification of this 
obliteration, as follows :—

We were formerly under the impression that 
when the Papal States were incorporated into the 
Kingdom of Italy certain folks in Romagna, 
Bologna, Ancona, etc., either through ignorance, 
or as a protest against such incorporation, con
tinued to use the stamps of the Papal States. 
The Italian Government not being willing to per
mit this use, obliterated the stamp with the St. 
Andrew's Cross, at the same time surcharging the 
letters as unpaid.

We have since been told that this St. Andrew’s 
Cross was applied in pursuance of Article 11  of 
the Postal Convention concluded with Austria 
15 November, 1852, which directed that the
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home and foreign rates of postage on letters 
should be specified separately in l’apal State 
currency. The article concluded thus:—

Two lines in the shape of a cross should be 
marked on the address of prepaid packets.

Dutch Indies Stamps
T h e  Berliner Briefmarken Zeitung (16.9.08) 
gives the following list of stamps overprinted
I1U I T E N - B E Z 1T : — 

J  c ., 3 ,17 0 ,0 0 0 15  c., 204,000
1 c., 2,400,000 20 C., 150,000
2 C., 800,000 . 25 C., 250,000

2 \ C., 900,000 30 C-. 182,000
3 c ., 200,000 50 C., 196,000
5  c*» 680,000 I g-. 84,000

10  c., 2,600,000 24 g-. 16,000
I 2ij C. , 260,000

1908 Brazil Commemoratives 
H e r e , again, there is no lack of supply ; the 
same journal says that 2,000,000 of the E x 
hibition stamps and 5,000,000 of the Cen
tenary stamps were printed ; a nice order 
for the American Bank Note Company of 
New York, who were responsible for the 
manufacture. For folks who would like an 
enlarged copy of the Centenary stamp, the 
Brazilian authorities have had it reproduced 
on the back of a post card with the price 
altered to 50 r. The picture is certainly very 
well executed, and reflects credit on its 
author, Mr. H. Bernardelli.

Odd or Even
L ’Ec/10 dc la  Tim brologie (3 a 9.08) points out 
a curious fact with regard to the colours of 
the names of colonies inserted in the labels 
of the “ tablet” type of French Colonials 
issued in 1892. It will be remembered that 
originally the set consisted of thirteen values, 
and of these the name is in blue on the 
“ even” values (2 c., 4 c., 10 c., etc.) and in 
red  on the “ odd” (1 c., 5 c., 15 c., etc., and 
1 fr.). It is certainly a useful aid to memory, 
but can scarcelyhave been intentional, though 
it is strange blue was not adopted for the 
25 c. and 75 c. values. This colour would 
have shown better on the coloured paper 
employed for these stamps than the red  
actually used. The values that were subse
quently issued do not entirely follow the rule, 
for the 2 fr., 5 fr., and 50 c., brown on azure, 
are exceptions. The 50 c., however, changed 
back again later, for all printings subsequent 
to 1904 have had the name in blue.

Had the stamps been those of Monaco, 
the inspiration for p a ir  and im pair could 

. easily be traced, but then surely the colours 
would have been rouge et noir, and not red 
and blue.

Foreign Posts in China 
F r o m  a communication received by Le 

Jo u rn a l des Philalelistes from a Mr. Martin 
at Tientsin, it appears that the Postal Ad

ministration of China means to make a 
strenuous effort to suppress the foreign post 

I offices in the country. It is feared, however, 
that it will be difficult to satisfy the French 
authorities in the matter. The Chinese 
Foreign Minister, in conjunction with the 

I Minister of Posts, has entered into negotia- 
j tion with the representatives of the foreign 

Powers which have offices in China. The 
j proposals include the employment of all the 

present foreign employes at their present 
rates of pay, but “  without granting them 
rights of any sort.”

The central post office at Pekin is to be 
installed in the ministerial quarters, and the 
telegraph and postal services are to be com
bined. Later on a special school for postal 
officials, as well as a printing office for 
stamps, is to be established.

Post Card and Letter Writers
F ROM recent statistics, says L e Jo u rn a l des 
P hilalelistes, it appears that Germany leads 
the way in the use of post cards. Its con
sumption amounted to 1394 millions in the 
year.

Great Britain and the United States run 
close for second place with 800 millions and 
799 millions respectively. Japan (665 mil
lions), Austria (326 millions), and India (310 
millions) are next in order, followed by 
Russia and Hungary with less than 200 
millions.

France evidently prefers more privacy, for 
it used only 39 millions.

A s regards letters the United States with 
5302 millions writes twice as many as 
England (2694 millions). Germany was re
sponsible for 1967 millions, and Franee ion 
millions. Other countries dispatch less than 
;oo millions a year.

Sales of New Zealand Postage Stamps 
T h e  A u stralian  P hilatelist says that for the 
year ending 31 March, 1908, the sale of New 
Zealand postage stamps realized ^441,776.

An Armless Postal Official 
T h e  village of Te-Uku in New Zealand 
possesses, according to D as B laue Hiatt, 
one of the postal wonders of the world, in 
the shape of a clerk who fulfils his duties 
with the aid of his feet, having some eleven 
years since had the misfortune to lose his 
hands. With these handy feet of his he can 
write, stamp letters, and distribute stamps 
and post cards to customers, and through 
long practice he can now work as quickly as 
any ordinary postal clerk.

T H E  V E S T  S T A M P  H I N G E S
W e have prepared a new itamp hinge, of con

venient size, put up in a ir-tig h t tin  Boxes, each 
containing 1000 hinges o f good tough paper, 
doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable.

Post-free, 7d. per box.
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Ucw Issues and Discoveries
I should be most grateful I f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 

Issues of stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once If 
etshed, together with stamp for postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
om number for each penny face value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILLIP8, 381 8 tr «n d , London, W .O .

Abyssinia.—We have received the £ g., red, 
surcharged I piastre, as illustrated below. 
Champion's Bulletin says that this provisional 
exists with surcharge double, inverted, and with 
figure of value omitted. We have not heard the 
reason or place of issue. As readers will remem
ber, it has been said that some of the French 
Levant stamps have been used in Abyssinia with
out the usual “ piastre”  overprint. It is, therefore, 
the more surprising to note the present pro
visional.

i

-PIASTRE

- m m -
1909. Type i  su rch a rg ed  w ith  Type 14 in  blue. 

1 1 4 1  pi. on 1  g ., red.

British Solomon Islands Protectorate.— 
L'tuho de Timbrologie illustrates a “ specimen” 
copy of the new id. stamp for this protectorate. 
It is similar in design to the present set, but is of 
smaller size, similar to the low values of the 
Federated Malay States. According to a list 
quoted in the same journal, the stamps are water
marked multiple Crown CA and perf. 14.

The values and colours are stated to be as 
follows:—

Jd ., yellow-green, 
id ., carmine.
2d., grey.
?}d ., ultramarine.

Sd., olive.
6d., red-lilac, 
zs., black on g reen .

We shall wait till we have seen the stamps 
before listing them here.

Holland.—Mr. W. Ward kindly sends us a 
new stamp issued on 1 October, viz. c., blue. 
Mr. J. ft. Robert, of The Hague, has also 
favoured us with a specimen, and says the stamp 
is for a new rate on post cards circulating within 
a single town or city. A new rate of 3 c. has also 
been created for letters under the same condit ons.

1 C ct., 1W8. Type ts . P er/. 12 }.
i8 ia | i i  c ., blue.

Hyderabad.—Champion's Bulletin l i s t s  th e  \ a .  a n d  £  a .  o f  t h e  p o s t a g e  t y p e  in  d i f fe r e n t  
c o lo u r s ,  a n d  a l s o  a d d s  t w o  n e w  v a lu e s .  No p a r 
t i c u l a r s  o f  w a t e r m a r k  o r  p e r f o r a t io n  a r e  g i v e n  ; 
p r e s u m a b ly  t h e s e  a r e  a s  l)e fo r e .

6

1908. Type 6. IV rnk. 0 /  A  rab ic ch aracters.
34 J  a ., pale grey.
35 k a-, pale green.
36 1 a., carmine.
37 2 a ., lilac.

P e r /  12*.

Iceland.—Mr. W. T. Wilson kindly sends us 
copies of a new value for the ordinary and 
Official series. The reason of the issue is the 
reduction of the postage between Iceland and 
Denmark from 16 aur to [5 aur.

»  54
1908. Type ta. C en tre in  f ir s t  co lou r. W m k. C row n, 

Type a. P er/. 12 }, 13.
149a! 15 aur, green and orange.

O f f ic ia l  S t a m p .
1908. Type 54. C en tre in  fir s t  co lour. W mk. a n d  p er/, 

as above,
267<i |i 5 aur, sepia and blue.

New Hebrides.—According to Le Journal 
des Philatelistes, a set of stamps has been issued 
by the French authorities here. We referred at 
some length in G .S.IV ., 137, to this territory 
and its joint administration by France and Eng
land. The latest statistics specify 240 as the 
number of French colonists. For these fortunate 
folk five denominations of postage stamps are 
provided, viz. 5 c., 10 c., 25 c., 50 c., and 1 fr. 
They are made by overprinting the current stamps 
o f  New Caledonia, n o u v e l l e s - h b b r i d e s  in 
one line on the 1 fr. and in two lines on the other 
values.

We should like to know more about the authori
zation of this issue before formally listing it.

O
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New Zealand.—We have received the id. 
with the new perforatioi 14 x 15. This perfora
tion is effected by a comb machine. Apparently 
the new c mb-machine gauging 14 x 13 , 13$ is 
to have a short life. Stamps with this perf. 
should be worth keeping.

*3
Type *3. Wmk. single-lined  N Z and Sta r.

P er/. 14 x  15.
$d.. green.

Queensland.— Champion's Bulletin lists and 
prices the 2s. with Crown and A watermark.

There are also some fresh varieties to chronicle 
for this provisional issue, viz. both the above- 
mentioned shades with surcharge inverted and 
also with surcharge double, one inverted. In t e 
red shade we have a block of eight, in which four 
stamps h<ive the inverted surcharge only, and the 
other four have the double surcharge, one of 
which is inverted.

10a 103
Sept., 1307. Type 10a. View o f Palace an d label con

taining value in  black. O verprinted w ith  Shield in 
black. P er/. 1 1J .

5824(6 c., rose.
1908. Type xos surcharged w ith  Type 103 in  black. 

6034)1 c. on 2 c., black aod rose.
V arieties, (iv.) Surcharge inverted.

6oj|t c. on 2 c., black and r.d.
6oS|t c. on 2 c. „  rose.

(v.) Surcharge double, one inverted.
i i  29

1908. Type at. Wmk. Crown and  A, Type *9. P er/.x 3 
(comb machine).

343I2S., greenish blue.

S t  Pierre and Miquelon.—The 5 c. has just 
been put on sale in the bright y  llow-green shade, 
to which this value was changed from 1900 on
wards, for several colonies using the tablet type. 
/ e Journal dcs Philatelist s announces that the 
engraver who was preparing new sets for this 
colony and Martinique has just died, occasioning 
still further delay in the issue of the new pictorial 
labels. At one time it was expected that St. 
Pierre and Miquelon might be transferred to 
Part I of the Catalogue, but nothing has been 
heard lately of the negotiations concerning the 
exchange of these islands for an English West 
African colony.

16
1908- Type 16. Colour changed. Per/. 14 X 13$ . 

toi4[5 c., bright yellow-green.

Salvador.—Our New York house has sent us 
the 6 c. surcharged as issue of Sept, 1907, in a 
new shade. Originally this value was orange- 
red, the new shade is a distinct rose, and will 
become No. 582 a in the Catalogue.

At the same time we have received the 2 c. 
surcharged UN c e n t a v o  as No. 603 in a  similar 
shade, viz. rose instead of red as formerly. This 
stamp will become No. 603d.

609ji c. on 2 c., black and red.
610,1 c. on 2 c. „  rose.

Southern Nigeria-—Mr. Dietrich. Liverpool, 
says he has the 10s. on the multiple chalky 
paper, and that he received his copies about six 
weeks ago. This is the first we have heard of 
the issue of this value on multiple paper.

August, 19(38. Type a. Wtuk. M ultiple Crown C A. 
Type iv 8. P e r/  14.

29]io-., purple on yellow, Q.

Tunis.—It appears that a small stock of 15 c., 
I fr., 2 fr., and 5 fr- stamps of the obsolete type 
remained on hand here. The authorities have 
surcharged these with new values, and Mr. 
Francis H. D. Fisher has kindly sent us a set.

10
8

3 8
9

Sept, 1908. Type a surcharged as Types 8 (10 c- and 
40 c.) or 9(35 c. and 75 c.)m  red (K )o r blue(B).

:o  on 15 c., grey (R).
35 on i fr., pale green (B).
40 on 2 fr., violet (U).
73 on 5 fr., lilac on lila c  (B).

Printed by W. B remdon & S on, Ltd., Plyaoutb, for tbe Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo ns, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
17 October, 1908.
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Countries of the W orld
By W. PERCY BARNSDALL
German y — continued.

German Post Offices Abroad

SIM IL A R L Y  to other European Powers, 
Germany has established post offices 
in foreign countries which had no 

postal institutions of their own, or of which 
the postal service was unreliable, or which 
did not belong to the Postal Union.

The history of such offices overlaps that 
of the French Consular Offices, freely de
scribed in C .S . IV., 7 March, 1908, and 
subsequent numbers, but since Germany’s 
commercial development is of comparatively 
recent date the record of its offices covers a 
much shorter period.

The countries in which German offices 
have been established are China, Morocco, 
and Turkey, and it may be remarked that 
as a rule these offices are the most up-to- 
date and business-like of all “ foreign post 
offices.” Unlike many of the offices of 
other Powers, which are the outcome of 
casual diplomatic postal services or the 
survival of branch post offices run on com
mission lines and are generally in out-of-the- 
way spots, the German offices have all been 
equipped and maintained under the direct 
control of the home authorities. The build
ings are handsome, usually the property of 
the Government, are in a prominent posi
tion, with a staff well paid and efficient. 
Doubtless many are run at a loss, but the 
impression created on the native mind must 
certainly be advantageous to the develop
ment of German trade.

The postage fee between all German post 
offices in foreign countries and Germany is 
based on the Postal Union system.

Turkish Empire
The first country In which these offices 

were established was the Turkish Empire, 
and the philatelic history reflects the con
tinual fluctuation of exchange of local cur
rency and the strenuous competition of the 
various Powers to capture the postal traffic.

The first office was that of Constantinople, 
opened I March, 1870 ; then followed the 
post office at Jaffa, opened in autumn, 1898, 
on the occasion of the visit o f the Ger
man Em peror; and on 1 March, 1900, the 
offices at Smyrna, Beirut, Jerusalem, and 
Pera were established. No topographical 
details are needed here, since these places 
have been referred to many times in recent 
articles in this magazine.

The first overprinted set o f stamps was 
not issued till 25 January’, 1884. From 
1870 till this date the stamps of the mother 
country (the issues of the North German 
Conferation o f 1869, and of the German 
Empire from 1872 to 1880) were used in 
Constantinople without any distinguishing 
mark. In time it was discovered that a 
large number o f these stamps were not 
bought for postal purposes, but were used for 
making remittances to Germany, the differ
ence of exchange enabling the remitters to 
buy the stamps under face value, whilst at 
the same time this mode of remittance 
avoided the fee for money orders. To coun
teract this the stamps supplied to the office 
were overprinted with the approximate value 
in Turkish currency. This had the double 
effect of stopping the practice referred to 
above, and for some time of attracting addi
tional local custom. The latter, as men
tioned in the article on “  French Levant,” 
was by reason of the fact that these over
printed German stamps were sold at the 
facial Turkish currency without regard to 
fluctuation of exchange, whilst the unsur
charged stamps of the French offices were 
sold at the full equivalent of exchange. In 
August, 1885, the French stamps were simi
larly overprinted, and the German advantage 
was nullified.

The stamps overprinted were the current 
stamps of November, 1880, except the 3 pf., 
not needed for Postal Union rates, and the 
2 mk., which was not sold to the public, and
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therefore could not be used for remittances. 
The overprint consisted of the word “  para ” 
or “ piaster,” with numeral before and after it, 
and was applied in black. On the 50 pf. this 
black overprint is to be found either with a 
“  dead ”  or a “  shiny ” appearance, according 
to the shade of green employed for the stamp. 
A  rarity in the set is the I pias. on 20 pf. 
blue, with indigo-blue overprint. There are 
two types of overprint o f the 1 J  p. and 2  ̂p., 
viz. one with the numerals overprinted ex
actly over the inscribed numerals, and the 
other with the overprinted numerals further 
to the left and right, thus making the whole 
overprint about 2 mm. wider.

*5  Ja n ., 1884. Stam ps o f the Germ an Em pire, 
*' pfennig” issue, overprinted.

(a) In  black.

With each changeof stampsforthe“  Father- 
land ” it naturally follows that those in use 
in foreign post offices should be altered, hence 
when the “ Germania”  and pictorial set 
appeared it was overprinted for use in the 
Turkish Empire. The 2 pf. and 3 pf. were 
not required, but the 80 pf. and m ark values 
with corresponding overprints were added 
to the values in use before. The overprints, 
with the exception of the 15 pias., were 
applied horizontally in black, and this time 
the word “ p ara” or “ piaster” is above the 
numerals. The word on the i j ,  i i ,  and 2J 
piastres was printed “  Piaster,” but for the 
other values it was in capitals. Some of the 
latter in 1903 were set up from a different 
fount of type, the chief distinction being 
in the letters “ A,”  which in the new primings 
had a horizontal serif at top.

General collectors need take but one type, 
and the price quoted in the following list is 
for the cheaper variety.

The overprint on the 3 mark was in red, 
and was applied vertically on both sides of 
the stamp, reading up on the left and down 
on the right respectively. The 25 pias. 
exists on both types of the 5 mark.

10 para on 5 pf., violet 
20 ,, ,, 10 ,, rose .

1 }  ,, ,, 20 ,, chocolate.
1 pias ,, 20 ,, blue .

11 11 5° n g r« n

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d. 
8 0  —
j o  —

— 0 6

(4 ) In  blue.
1 pias on 20 pf., blue . 30 o 12 6

When the surface-printed German stamps 
of October, 1889, were issued, the above set 
was replaced with overprinted stamps of 
the new type. The overprints are somewhat 
similar, but there was only one type for the 
i i  and 2^ piastres respectively, in which 
the numerals are placed a little above the 
word “  piaster ” on each side. Sfiutifc gwis, “yyj

a u
PIASTER

1900. Germ an stamps inscribed reichspo st  
overprinted in  b lack or red.

gbPiastu^i tj PIASTER 5

Unused. Used.
s. d. d.

10 para on 5 (pf.), green 0 2 0 \
20 ,, ,, to ,t carmine . 0 3 0 2

1 pias. ,, 20 ultramarine 0 5 0 2
a n ,, 25 », black &  orange

on yellow 1 0
11 11 30 ,, black &  orange

on buff . 0 6 0 Q
2 ,, ,, 40 ,, black &  carmine 0 10 0 9
2$ 11 11 50 11 11 lilac on

buff . . t 6 2 0
4 ,, ,, 80 ,, black &  carmine

on rose . 1 6 1 6
5 ,, ,, 1 m., carmine 2 0 3 0

10 1, ,, 2 m., blue . . 4 0 3 6
*5 n n 3 m., violet-black 6 0 6 0
25 n ,, 5 m.| lake and black . 15 0 *5 0

•O c t , 1889. Germ an stamps overprinted in  black.

to para on 5 pf., green ,

Unused. 
j . eL

Used. 
t. d.

• 0 3 0 6
20 ,, ,, to ,, rose . 0 4 0 4
1 pias. ,, 20 ,, blue . 0 6 0 2

n it 2S M orange . . i 6 2 0
2$ 11 n S<> n chocolate • * 3 1 6

When the inscription on the German 
stamps was altered to D e u t s c h e s  k e i c h  
in 1905, the words on the set for use in the 
Levant were overprinted in Gothic or Ger
man type instead of the more ordinary 
Latin letters. The 3 mark still had the
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overprint in red , and the 2 mark was the one 
with Roman lettering.10 10 1 1

fH a & e iy

f905*

g  f i l t e r  ^  

J5 filter J5
German stamps inscribed Deu tsch es  Reich  

overprinted in black or red.
Unused. Used.

s. d . s. d .
10 para on 5 (pf.), green , 0 2 O 1
20 , ,  „  10 , ,  carmine , 0 3 O 2
1 pias., ,  20 , ,  ultramarine 0 5 0 3

„  , ,  25 , ,  black &  orange
on yellow 0 9 I 3

■ j > .  30 , ,  black &  orange
on buff . 0 10 t 0

2 „  , ,  40 , ,  black &  carmine 1 3 1 3
2  i  , ,  , .  5 ° , ,  black and lilac

on buff . 1 0 l 3

CO O , ,  black &  carmine
on rose . 1 6 1 0

5 M »  1 m . ,  carmine . 1 9 2 6
10 *» 1 »  2 m., blue . 3 0 5 0

»5 • *  1* 3 m., violet 4 0 6 0

25 5 m., lake &  black . 20 0 20 0

In 1906 the stamps of the above set com
menced to appear on the watermarked paper, 
and since then all values except the 3 mark 
have been issued in this condition.

1906-7. A s la st, but w m k. Lozenges.
Unused. Used.

s. d. s, d.
10 para on 5 (Pf-)i &r*en 0 1 0 2
20 1* It 10 „  carm ine . 0 2 —

1 pias. „ 20 , ,  ultram arine . 0 4 —

>1 II II *5 , ,  black &  orange
on yello w 0 4 —

II It 30 „  black &  orange
on b u ff . 0 5 —

2 ** It 40 ,,  black &  carm ine 0 6 —

2$ II II 5° „  black and lilac
on b u ff . 0 8 —

4 II 11 80 , t black &  carm ine
on rose . 1 0 —

5 II 11 z m .,  carm ine . 1 3 —
10 II 11 2 m ., blue . 2 6 2 6
25 II 11 5 m .,  lake and b lack . 6 6 8 6

In August of this year somewhat of a 
sensation was caused by the appearance 
of some values overprinted in “ centimes.” 
Reference to these in this magazine has been 
so recent that it is sufficient simply to list as 
follows:—

Aug., 1908. Contemporary stamps o f the German 
Empire surcharged in  black.

5 c. on 5 (pf.), green. 
ioc. ,, 10 ,, carmine.
25 c. ,, 20 ,, ultramarine.
50 c. ,» 40 ,, black and carmine.

100 c. „  80 ,, ,, „  on rose.
( To be continued.)

P L B A S B  NOTB
The Prices quoted to the toregolog article are taken from our publishers' latest Stock Books, and 
are, therefore, the Prices at which Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., w ill have pleasure In supplying any 
ol tbe stamps that may be needed by any of our readers

Topical notes
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS
New List of Packets and Sets

T H IS  list for the season 1908-9 is now 
ready, and will be sent to any collector 
on receipt of a card. This list includes 

fifty packets and about 1300 sets of postage 
stamps, which are offered at greatly reduced 
prices, and many real bargains will be found 
amongst them.

The Postage Stamps, etc., of the Fiji 
Islands

T his work, by (jharles j .  Phillips, is now 
ready. It is N o .’9 o f ,The Stanley Gibbons 
Philatelic Handbooks series, but owing to 
the size and importance of the plates it has 
been printed in the same size and form as 
the publications of the Royal Philajelic

Society, and of the Indian Society, which 
my firm has issued.

The contents are as follows:—
Introduction.
Geography and History.
The F iji Times Express Stamps.
The “ C.R.”  Stamps.
The "Cents”  issue on “ C .R ." Stamps.
The “ V. R.”  Gothic and Roman Overprint. 
The “ 2d ” Provisional on the “ V .R .” Gothic 

and Roman.
The “ V .R .”  Monogram Issue.
The “ V .R .” Engraved.
The Queen’s Heads is. and 5s.
The Provisionals, 1890-2.
The New Types, 1891-1902.
The King’s Head Stamps.
Post Cards and Letter Cards.
Duty, Frank, and “ Cake Fair" Stamps.
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The photogravure plates are fifteen in 
number ; they are of the full size of the book, 
and are as follows :—

PLATK.
I . F i j i  Tim es E xp re ss, first printing on 

qu adrille  paper.
I I .  F i j i  Tim es E xp re ss, second printing on 

laid  bUtonne paper.
I I I .  F i j i  Tim es E xpress, first im itation.
IV . , ,  ,,  , ,  second im itation.
V . 18 72 . “ T w o  C ents ”  on id . ,  blue.

V I .  18 72 . 3d ., g re e n ; com posite plate made
up o f three issues,

V I I .  18 77 . 6 d ., rose, on laid paper.
V I I I .  “ V .R . ”  in G oth ic and Rom an type on 

id . ,  blue.
I X .  “ V .R . ”  in G o th ic and R om an type on 

6 d ., rose.
X . “ V . R . ”  in G oth ic and R om an type on 

2d . on 3 d ,, green.
X I .  " V . R . ”  in G oth ic and R om an type on 

2d . on 6d ., rose.
X I I .  En largem ents o f  the central design o f 

the id . ,  3 d ., and 6d. values o f  the 
“  C . R . ”  and “ V .R . ”  stamps.

X I I I .  E n largem ents show ing alteration s in
low er portions o f  several values.

X I V .  Proofs and sundries.
X V . F o rgeries  and sundries.

There is a mass of new information in 
this handbook that has never before been 
published, and I hope that some of our 
advanced collectors may be induced to 
seriously collect the stamps of this country, 
which has been the most neglected of the 
Australasian group, probably because col
lectors have not hitherto appreciated the 
many points o f interest to be found in these 
stamps.

Only 400 copies of the work have been 
printed, and owing to the cost and slow pro
duction of the plates the book will not be 
reprinted, and an early application is desir
able.

Full particulars in our advertising pages.

The I.P.U. Smoking Concert
On Monday, 5 October, the International 
Philatelic Union held their fourth annual 
smoking concert at the Villa Villa Res
taurant, Gerrard Street, London, W. The 
concert was voted a great success, and a 
large number of members and their friends 
were present.

I annex copy of the programme, which 
was humorously published by the Committee 
as a “ Catalogue of the I.P .U . rare speci
mens, on view at the Villa Villa Restaurant.” 

The catalogue contains the following 
well-known varieties in superb condition:—

P i a n o

M r . T h o s .  F .  N o a k e s .
•

C o m e d y  a t  t h e  P i a n o  .  .  “  T h e  G r u m b le s  ”  
M i s s  A m y  B r o o k .

S o n g s  .
f  “  T h e  T r u m p e t e r  ”  . A ir lie  D ix . 
\ “  A  F i s h y  F i s h  S t o r y  ”
M r . C h a r l e s  C h e s h i r .

S o n g s
T h e  C o m m o n  L i t t l e  G ir l ”  
Pussie h a d  a n o t h e r  S a r d i n e  ”  
M iss H a i d k e  H a m i l t o n .

Monckton.
Monckton.

R e c i t a l s

M r . W i l l i a m  E .  L i n c o l n

H u m o r i s t

M r . W .  M y l e s .
•

H u m o r i s t  .  { : ' L o n d ° n "  ■ 
t. J o n e s

M r .  F r e d  R o m e .

. Rome. 

. Rome.

S o n g s  .
J “ Z u y d e r  Z e e ”  .
| “  N i n i  N i n e t t e  N i n o  ”  

M i s s  A d a  W h e e l e r .

Rocket.
Monckton.

A  P a i r . “  T h u s l y ” . Rome.
M i s s  A d a  W h e e l e r  a n d  M r .  F r e d  R o m e .

A  B l o c k  o k  F o u r  . . . .  
Q uartette from  the 

“ C h i r p e r s ’  M u s i c a l  S o c i e t y . ”

Cataloguer— W illiam  E .  L in co ln , E sq . 

Committee—
M essrs. F .  F . L am b , W illiam  E . L in coln , 

P . L . Pem berton, and E . W . W etherell.

From the North
E n g l i s h  Collector (in Glesga’) : “  I sup
pose the shipping houses here don’t get 
many decent stamps on their correspon
dence ? ”

Scotch Collector: “  1 hae kenned some, 
an’ I hae kenned none.”

E .C .: “  But two of your Glasgow dealers 
told me that none of any value were to be 
got here, and that they had to import all 
their stock.”

S .C .: “  Ay, but the dealers are awful 
leears i1 these pairts.”

And another
E n g l i s h  Collector (sarcastically): “ Hoots, 
ye ken, mon, yer stamps was nae muckle in 
preece.”

Scotch D ealer: “  An’ ah’m thinken yer 
Skootch is a wee bit moor stickier.”

Postal Revenues
T h e  United States Postal Department is 
run at a loss to the State of £2,120,000. So 
says a Paris contemporary, which gives 
some interesting details of the gains made 
by ether countries, beginning with Great 
Britain’s profit of ,£5,120,000. Russia fol
lows with ,£4,640,000 ; then comes Germany 
will1 .£3,760,000. France clears .£1,920,000, 
Japan £760,000, Spain £720,000, Belgium 
a little over £640,000. Austria-Hungary 
with £600,000, and Italy with £400,000, 
bring up the rear.
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A Cool Request
A West  Indian collector has a number of 
stamps for disposal, and writes us as fol
lows :—

I desire to dispose of them to collectors at 
a discount oil cat., and my object in writing is to 
know whether you would be inclined to sell me, 
and at what price, too addresses of collectors of 
medium IV./., and B .G . known to you ns reliable 
and safe, with whom 1 could communicate.

Needless to say that we are not in the 
habit either of giving or selling names and 
addresses of our clients.

Description of New Stock Books arranged
and priced during the last week

Ceylon.
THIS is a really good book of a very pop
ular lot of stamps. We have amalgamated 
with this stock book a rather important col
lection of the older Ceylon stamps that we 
purchased recently.

In this collection, which is a very old 
one, we found two of the is. 9d., green, with 
a rough perforation and genuinely used with 
an old cancellation. I do not think that any 
of the perforated is. 9d. were ever sent to

Ceylon—those on the market eighteen to 
twenty years ago came from trial sheets of 
Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co.—and I am 
inclined to think that possibly some of the 
imperf. is. 9d. were privately perforated in 
Ceylon by certain firms for their own use. 
Mr. Stanley Gibbons and Mr. D. Brosnan 
many years ago told me they had seen 
used is. 9d. perforated.

This stock book is fairly strong in the 
imperf. and perf. “ pence” issue, including 
some choice shades and many rarities, and 
the provisionals and later issues are all 
strongly represented.

P eru.
Two fine books ; the early issues, especially 

in unused, are weak, but everywhere else the 
books are very fine and contain a mass of 
interesting matter, such as whole sheets, 
especially in the stamps issued during the 
war, stamps on letters, many bisected stamps 
used for half their value, and a fine lot of 
provisionals and local issues. Altogether 
a lot worth studying, and now that the 
reprints and forgeries are weeded out of 
this country, it is one in which the earnest 
philatelist will find much to interest him.

Great Britain
By PLAIN ANCHOR (r e p r o d u c t i o n p r o h ib i t e d .)

IN this article I propose to deal with the 
history of the obliterations of the line- 
engraved scries, and with abnormal 

varieties of stamps.
In February, 1907, o f Gibbons Stam p 

W eekly will be found reference to and illus
trations of earlier and subsequent obliter
ations. The original official instructions 
are quoted in Wright and Creeke, page 21, 
so there is no need to repeat them here.

In 1840 Professor R . Phillips, F.R.S., and 
Dr. Clark, Professor of Chemistry, were 
employed by Rowland Hill to experiment 
with the cleaning of used stamps, and as 
we know, were so successful with the red 
obliteration that black ink was adopted. 
Later Mr. Donovan, a  chemist in Dublin, 
succeeded in removing the black obliter
ations. A new ink was invented by a Mr. 
Parsons, but this was successfully removed 
by Messrs. Perkins &  Co., who made another 
ink, which was submitted to Faraday, but 
did not prove satisfactory.

Further experiments were made, and the 
id. was printed in various shades with 
fugitive colours, anq after experiments with 
chemical obliterations, an oleaginous prin
ter's ink was adopted, and the colour of 
the id ., black, changed to red-brown; but 
within three days a chemist named Watson, 
and Rowland Hill’s clerk, Mr. Ledingham, 
succeeded in removing the obliterations.

Eventually Rowland Hill baffled further 
attempts by mixing Perkins &  Co.’s with the 
ordinary printer’s ink.

I illustrate the id. as printed for these 
experiments, and the same cancelled with a 
chemical obliterating ink, which, as will be 
seen, was far too effective.

For these trials it will be noticed that the 
top right comer of the stamps and the letter 
blocks were left void.

It may not be generally known that it 
was stated that imitations of the id. and 2d. 
stamps were made by a Mr. Palmer, of 
Newgate Street, in 1840-1, and also by the 
Professor of the Polytechnic Institution.

The id ., black, was forged by a school
master in Ireland; it may also exist with no 
watermark, as there was a suspicion that 
the workmen had smuggled in some plain 
paper. These varieties are worth looking 
out for.
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Of the id., red, with wavy roulette, 1 have 
seen two specimens, both on letters from 
Mr. Gladstone ; it would be interesting to 
ascertain if he was the author of it. Can 
any reader throw light on the matter ?

in the 2d., blue, no lines, I know of no 
varieties, excepting worn plates and the 
stamp “ p 1 ” showing slip of the engraver's 
tool in left letter block.

As an historical item, the following, which 
I have just acquired, is interesting :—

P o l y t e c h n i c  I n s t i t u t e ,
R e g e n t  S t r e e t ,

A p r i l  21 st, 1841.
M y  L o r d ,

I have the honour of sending a new Postage 
Stamp, with its cost, for your Lordship’s in
spection. It was promised some time since to 
your Lordship, hut so many delays have taken 
place to prevent its completion.

I have the honour to be your Lordship’s most 
obedient and humble servant,

R .  W .. S i e v i e r .
To the R ig h t  H on. E a r l  L it c h f ie l d , etc. etc.

P S .—Mr. Rowland Hill has also some before 
him.

The three stamps enclosed are mounted 
on a printed form (see opposite).

Of the id., intense black, I have a mint, 
and also a used copy on paper of a strong 
brown colour. There is also a cream paper 
used.

In my article on Thread Paper, in Stanley 
Gibbons M onthly Jo u rn a l, February, 1907, I 
showed from original letters that of the 2d., 
blue, on thread paper, there were only two 
sheets of six stamps printed; one sheet is 
carefully guarded by the firm' of Messrs. 
Dickinson, so that there are only six others 
available, and I am indebted to the pub
lishers for the acquisition o f a  copy. From 
the exceedingly small number produced, I 
should say this is rarest o f all English 
stamps.

The id., 14, L.C., rose-red on white 
. paper, and also on blue paper, shows some 

very interesting varieties o f lettering, one of 
the most distinctive being a  tall, narrow “ k ” 
which I have termed Gothic “ K,” a variety 
well worth looking for, as is also the small 
old type of “ G,” and the stamp “ a d” showing 
a “ x ” under the “ d ,”  caused by the roller 
being applied, in the first instance of appli
cation to the plate, too high up.

The is. embossed octagonal may be 
found with the impression o f another stamp 
in light green printed over it.

A  great amount of interest attaches to the 
methods by which stamps were designed: 
for instance, for the 3d., rose, a  Matrimonial 
Cause Fee 5s. stamp was taken, paper 
vignettes were cut to show only the head, 
and on the vignetting paper a frame for the 
head was designed, and so an entire stamp 
produced (see illustration) ; afterwards it

was thought better to reverse the frame, and 
so the well-known design of the 3d., rose, 
was created.

I wonder how my readers would have 
liked Messrs. Bradbury Wilkinson’s design 
for the 3d.

O f the 4d., L.C., there was in the Breitfuss 
Collection a pair on blue paper.



NEW  PO STAGE STAMP

Proposed by Mr. R.W . S i e v i e r , F .R .S . S; Mr. E. S c r i v e n , 

H istorical Engraver to His late Majesty George the 
Fourth.

The principle of this Plan embraces two material ob
jects:—First, the prevention of fraud on the Revenue; and, 
secondly, the production, at very small cost, and, with ex
treme rapidity, of any quantity of Stamps that can possibly 
be required.

With reference to the first object, the Engraved Stamp 
which has been in use, is found inefficient. There is a lia
bility to fraud by imitation of the Stamp; and fraud has been 
effected by removing, by well known chemical means, the 
evidence of its having been already used, the same Stamp 
passing through the Post Office several times.

The last species of fraud may be rendered almost im
possible by the new principle, while the combination of 
efforts it requires in the Die sinker, the Engine-turner, and 
the Mechanic, must evidently present the greatest obstacles 
possible to fraudulent imitation.

The second object is not less effectually accomplished 
by the new principle; for such are the powers of the ma 
chine which Mr. S i e v i e r  has invented, such the certainty 
and extraordinary rapidity with which the impressions may be 
thrown off, that Mr. S i e v i e r  and Mr. S c r i v e n  will under
take to d e livery  M illion of these Stamps daily, at an ex
pence of only J - L  per_ thousand the printing in one colour; 
if, in two colours, per thousand ; and, it including
the paper, at 3 -4-per thousand—thus fixing at once the ex
tent of the cost to Government.

The Plan being entertained, it can be also carried out 
for the present envelope or any other such stamp.

Lastly—The entire expence of erecting all the machi
nery, for working out this proposition, to be at the risk of 
the proposers, the working of it being granted to them for a 
given period on Its adoption by Government. ,

. y  . ‘L .  ^  ‘artfe7SJie*e-. t

Albion Fm a E. Hall, I, I iV| L tn to .



2 6 4 GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY

Perhaps this cartoon illustration may be am using: in this time of strikes 
it is certainly in the “  mode.”
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An examination of the 6d., plate 5, and 
plate 6 Emblems will reveal a thick and 
thin type of lettering, and of the Stars, 
which exists in a less marked degree on 
plate 6, Spray.
1 1 1  wonder if any of my readers know 
why the is., plate 3, hair-lines (incorrectly 
numbered on stamp 2), was not issued for 
use ? From the illustration of my pair, there 
appears to be no difference in the design, 
and the 4d. and 6d. had already been 
issued.

Only six sheets were printed.

The same question also applies to the gd. 
If I may say so, I believe the best interests 
of Philately would be served if  readers 
would kindly express their views on these 
and many other questions of interest.

Plate 5 of the is., green, exists with the 
point of the bust extending a considerable 
distance into the frame. I find it difficult to 
suggest an explanation. Perhaps some of 
my readers will make a suggestion.

In the Admiralty Official there are a  wide 
and a narrow spacing, so there must have 
been two sets of electros.for the overprint.

I would remind the reader that the 2S., 
brown, has been forged, as also the 10s. and 
20s., by discharging the print o f fiscal 
stamps of the same watermark and using 
the paper for printing the more valuable 
stampjon.

another than the Russian sense, in that it 
amounts to nothing and arises from nobody.

But, after all we have heard of Lord Beacons- 
field’s views, it is a comfort to know that the 
Queen’s Head remains where it was—at least on 
her subjects’ letters. In the impression on her 
subjects’ hearts there never was any question of 
change.

Those collectors who wish to keep up to 
date should note that there has recently been 
issued the third variety of books of stamps.

I fear we little appreciate the wonderful 
work done for us by the T.P.O. staffs. 
Rowland Hill first suggested the sorting of 
letters in the horse mail coaches, and sub
mitted a plan to the Government, J  anuary, 
i»37-

The first sorting office was established in 
a mail train in 1834.

Charles Dickens has written two very 
interesting articles on the Post Office in 
H ousehold W ords, Vols. I and X V I.

Evolution. W hat an interesting word 
when one thinks what it may convey! 
Think of the travelling in 1377-1608 (see 
Gibbons Stam p W eekly, Vol. V, p. 68), and 
at the present day, and of postal rates even as 
late as 1827, when it cost 6d. to send a letter 
thirty miles, and is. three hundred miles.

Let us apply the word (which, literally 
translated, is the act of unfolding) to the first 
adhesive postage stamp of the world, the 
English id., black.

When the Penny Postage Act was passed, 
the Treasury asked for proposals for means 
of prepaying postage.

Chas. Whiting sent in the greatest number, 
but I think the three which I recently pur
chased from the Breitfuss Collection are 
some of the most interesting. I attach 
illustration of one of these.

Eventually the well-known design o f the 
id. was engraved by William Heath, and

Of the id., Venetian red, I quote the 
following from Punch , 3 January, 18 8 0 :— 

We are promised a new postage stamp, of a 
paler red, which looks as if Ministers wished to 
disclaim a warlike policy, and with better gum— 
a symbol, it may be laid, Of their adhesiveness 
or determination to stick to their places. The 
Queen's Head, we are glad to hear, will remain 
intact. In these days of Nihilist and Socialist 
attempts on Royal lives, this may be meant to 
reassure timid people. It is true that in England 
the danger to the Queen’s Head is Nihilist in

the illustration shows his groundwork before 
the head was engraved.
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When completed, a very few proofs were 
struck from the matrix, and show the letter 
corners void. I have one of these marked 
“  i old original” which is Die I, and another 
from the matrix of Die 11. These are items 
which I believe every collector of English 
should endeavour to possess. As the M etro
politan  Philatelist says, “  Proofs may be 
roughly estimated as one to a million of the 
regularly issued stamps.” I wonder what 
then is the comparative rarity of a proof

from the matrix? “ Independent of the 
fact o f their enormous rarity, they show the 
ability of the engraver, unspoilt by rapid or 
careless printing.”

This must not be considered aS anything 
like a complete list of the essays I know of, 
and have, but it will perhaps serve to illus
trate “ unfolding” =  evolution, to which I 
hope more attention will be paid by collec
tors who wish their collections to approach 
anything like historical completeness.

Dotes of a Provincial Ju nior-continued
By YOKEL
New Zealand

T H E  early stamps of New Zealand are 
very handsome in appearance, but are 
extremely hard to find in superb con

dition with margins all round or well centred.
The plates of all the first type were en

graved by Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co.
The first stamps were issued in 1855, and 

were of three values— id., 2d., and is. They 
were printed by Messrs. Perkins Bacon and 
Co. on paper watermarked Large Star.

The id. value is a dull carmine shade, and 
can readily be distinguished from the 1862 
issue, which ranges from orange to vermilion.

The 2d. value was printed in deep blue. 
It resembles the 6d., deep blue, imperf., of 
South Australia, issued about the same 
time, and should not easily be mistaken for 
the 1862 2d., dark blue, which is a stamp of 
a much brighter shade. These two stamps 
are very hard to find.

The 2d. value was printed on paper more 
or less blued. The colour is of a  duller 
shade than the preceding stamp. It is not 
a difficult stamp to find. A  is. value was 
also printed by Messrs. Perkins Bacon ; it is 
only found on blued paper, and is a rare 
stamp to obtain.

These were the only stamps printed by 
Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co. The plates 
of these stamps, and afterwards the plates of 
all the other values of the first type, were 
sent to the colony by Messrs. Perkins Bacon 
and Co. as they were engraved.

The next issue was printed in the colony 
on blue paper.

The id . value is not particularly hard to 
find, and the 2d. value is common, but the 
is. value is a very scarce stamp.

In 1856 the stamps were printed on un
watermarked white paper, and in addition 
to the three values of preceding issues a 6d. 
value is now found.

The id. was printed in orange, and is not 
readily met with ; the 2d., although common 
in a pale blue shade, is not easily found of a 
dark blue colour. The 6d. value is found in 
shades of brown, of which a chestnut shade

is the best. The is. value in shades of green 
is not readily found.

These stamps are printed on a soft paper, 
and care should be taken when removing 
surplus paper or old mounts from their backs 
that the stamps are not thinned.

They are also found pin-perf., serrated perf., 
and rouletted, but as so, being unofficial, 
these stamps should be left to the specialist.

These stamps ate also found on pelure 
paper.

In 1862 the stamps were printed on paper 
wmk. Star, and include five values, id., 
2d., 3d., 6d., and is., to which was added 
a 4d. value when the stamps were perforated 
a year or so later.

The id., imperf., is found in several 
shades, but is not often met with in good 
condition. The 2d. value is common in 
pale blue, but the deep blue shade is not 
easily found, and never in a shade approach
ing the London print. There is a  shade 
in slate-blue which is rare.

The 3d. value is found in three shades, 
o f which a brown-lilac stamp is the only 
one usually met with ; a  lilac shade is scarce, 
and a mauve shade very rarely seen. The 
6d. is readily met with in many shades of 
dark brown, but the is. value, which is now 
printed in shades of yellow-green, is not by 
any means easy to find in good condition.

In the perforated issue, wmk. Star, the 
id. value, although common, is not easily 
found well centred ; but the 2d., blue, which 
can be found in many shades, can be 
readily met with, either in pale or deep 
blue.

The 3d. is found in similar shades to the 
imperf. issue, but the relative values are not 
the same. The brown-lilac is not at all 
easy to find, the lilac is common, and the 
mauve is not particularly hard to obtain.

The 4d. value, first printed in rose- 
carmine, is not easy to find, but the yellow 
shade is more often met with. There is an 
orange shade, but it is rare.

The 6d. was printed in shades of dark 
brown, and although a black-brown is diffi
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cult to find, the other shades are common ; 
while, as in the imperforate issue, the is. 
is a stamp hard to find in good condition.

In 1864 the id., 2d., 6d., and is. values 
were printed on paper wmk. N Z. They are 
found imperf., pert 12 J, and also rouletted.

The id . value, printed in orange-red, is 
comparatively common imperforate, but is 
difficult to find perforated, whereas the 
relative rarity of the 2d. is reversed, being 
more easily found perforated. The 6d., 
imperf, is rather hard to find, but the 6 d , 
perl., is not uncommon. The is. value is 
not difficult to obtain imperforate, but per
forated it is a  scarce stamp.

In 1871 the colours of the id., 2d., 6d. were 
changed.

The id. was printed in brown, and is 
found on paper wink. Star, and perf. 10, 
10 x 12A, and 12 J, the first-named being 
scarce. This is a peculiar-looking stamp, 
as the colour is so weak, and all varieties of 
it are extremely hard to find in good con
dition. It is also found with no wmk., perf. 
12$, which is scarce thus, and wmk. N Z, in 
which state it is very rare.

The 2d. was printed in vermilion, and is 
found perf. 1 0 x 1 2 !  and 12*, watermarked 
Star ; the former is hard to lind. It is also 
found with no wmk., but is not scarce: but 
the variety with wmk. N Z is not easy to 
obtain. There is a rare variety with wmk. 
lozenges.

An orange shade is found of this value, 
wmk. Star, and perf. 12^, and is common.

The 6d. value was printed in blue, and 
is found on paper wmk. Star, perf. 10 x 12 J 
and I2 j. The former is a scarce stamp, 
and the latter is by no means easy to obtain 
in fine condition.

The early stamps of New Zealand form 
a very interesting study, and although many 
of the stamps will require great patience 
to find in good condition, the collector will 
be well repaid for his trouble by the hand
some show they will make.
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The following list shows the advances in 
prices during the past twenty years or so of 
the line-engraved stamps : —

1885 11885 1897 1902 1905 1908
s. rf. |j. d. s. d. jr. d. s. d. s. d.

1855. id., London 60 0 9® 0150 0 »SO 0
ad. — 75 0 50 0 to 0 60 0
ad., on blued 30 0 20 O 20 0 30 0 30 0
is. *5 e *5 0 *5 0 (0 0 60 0

1856. id ., blue
paper — SO 0 50 0 60 0 60 0 60 0

2d. a 6 «5 0 *5 0 ta 0 *4 0 14 0
IS. *5 0 60 0.60 O 65 0 80 0 80 0

1856. No wmk. id. <5 0 *5 0 ta 0 12 6 12 6
ad. 0 4 c 4 0 S 0 5 0 5 0
6d. 6 5 0 5 0 4 6 8 0 10 0
IS. 3 6 22 6 aa 6 ? ° 0 45 0 45 0

1862. Imperf. Star.
id 6 5 0 4 0 7 6 10 c 10 0
ad. 0 3 6 I 6 4 0 3 0 4 0
3d. 0 9 5 0 5 0 to 0 13 6 12 6
6d. 0 9 a 0 a 0 4 0 4 6 4 6
is. 6 (O 0 8 c to 0 *5 0 *5 0

1864. Wmk. N Z.
imperf. id. 8 6 8 « « 6 15 c 18 0

ad. — *5 o »5 0 20 ol 35 0 25 0
6d. — 3® 0 3© e *5 0 5® 0 50 0
IS. — 8 6 8 6 10 0 12 6| ia 6

Wmk. f j  £
perf. ia i. id. — —

ad. 6 6 6 6 6 6 0 6 01 6 0
6d. 6 0 0 8 0 u 0 13 0
IS. *5 0,25 0 40 0 5° 0 SO 0

18(3-66. Star
perf. ia j. id. 0 3 0 9 O 9 t 6 a 0 a 6

ad. 0 2 0 4 O 4 1 « 1 6 a 0
3d. 0 6 1 3 1 3 1 3 t 6 a 6

rose-carmine, <d. 7 t 7 t 7 6 10 0 to 0
yellow, 4d. 0 t 0 a 0 4 0 5 0 5 0

6d. 0 3 0 4 0 4 O 8 t 0 2 0
is. 0 4 1 O 0 4 0 4 0 4 0

xd.,brown, perf. 10 to 0 to O 8 Oi 15 0 15 0
perf. 10XxaA 4 O a 6 a 6 3 6 3 0

perf ia} — 0 6 0 6 a °l a 0 * 0
no wmk. — 20 0 20 0 SO 0 30 30 0

wmk. N Z — — £ 3©
ad., vermilion,

perf. :o x  xa} — 3 0 3 0 5 0 4 0 to 0
perf. 12$ — 0 4 0 4 a 6 3 0 3 0
no wmk. a O 3 0 a O 3 0 5 0 0 0

wmk., N  Z — (O 0 10 O to 0 7 7 6
lozenges — 80 0 So 0 too 0 too 0 too 0

ad., orange,
perf. 12} — 0 4 0 4 a 6 a « a 6

6d., blue,
perf. io x  12A — 35 0 35 0 — 45 q 45 0

perf. ia j — 0 6 0 6 1 6 a 0 3 6

{T o  bt continutd.)

In a Hest of Jlnai?cbists
By J. W. H. HESLOP

A P A R T Y  of philatelists were travelling 
to a Stamp Congress at Denver, when 
the train halted at a wayside station 

to pick up, among others, a south-country 
farmer. He entered a compartment where 
two innocent-looking young men were talk
ing vivaciously, and a ; he pitched his bundle 
into the baggage-ncti above him he caught 
the following rem ark:

“  Congo tigers ; yes. I ’ve got ’em a l l ! ” 
He sat down, and his mind slowly took in 

the wide comprehensiveness of this mighty 
utterance. Big-game hunters, these fellows

were, evidently. He wouldn’t have thought 
it to look at them, but such was presumably 
their occupation. But why shoot all the 
tigers—why not leave one? If deforestation 
were penal, why not detigerization ?

“ Yes,” the speaker went on, “ and all 
the Sudan camels, Nyassa giraffes, Borneo 
monkeys, Malay tigers, Labuan crocodiles, 
Guatemala cockatoos, Paraguay lions, and 
the sacred cows of Madagascar— I’ve got 
the whole show. A perfect menagerie 1 
have at home ! ”

The farmer listened with rising reverence
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for the personality of the hunter on the 
opposite seat. The man had cleared whole 
continents of their mammalia !

“  And,” the speaker continued, “  I’ve got 
a  lot o f ’em in sheets and panes, with a con
trol number at the top. . . .”

The farmer gasped audibly. He closed 
his ears and stifled his indignation till the 
train slowed up for a stoppage. Then he 
rose from his seat. “  No,” he said in righ
teous anger, “  I do not travel in the company 
of vivisectionists. Cockatoos and lions in 
sheets and pains ! Poor things ! And a 
control number at the top! Gentlemen, I 
leave the compartment in disgust at such 
inhumanity.”

He sprang out and ran down the plat
form, searching frantically for an empty 
carriage this time, but an official event
ually thrust him into one that already held 
three or four young men, and they, too, 
were talking vivaciously. No sooner was 
the new arrival seated than he overheard a 
startling rem ark:

“  I ’ve got a couple of rare King’s Heads 
in this bag which I intend to show to the 
Society . . .”

M ercy! The farmer’s eye shot down to 
the bulky bag on the floor. Inside it there 
were the heads o f two kings ! These fellows, 
then, were regicides 1

The roar of the train drowned much of 
the comment that ensued on the young 
man’s announcement, but presently the 
same voice was audible again : “  A s usual, 
it is perforated fourteen.”

Perforated ! That was the northern slang 
for the use of bullets. And perforated four
teen ! They had fired fourteen shots !

“  The watermark, of course, is plainly dis
cernible. . . .”

Gracious ! These fiends had also drowned 
their victim—the watermark was “  plainly
discernible ! ”

“  Now, here’s a list of kings I haven’t got. 
Cayman Islands. . . .”

Amid the rattle of roaring wheels the 
farmer nursed the project of sending a wire 
to the Cayman king to warn him of his 
danger. Why should his head be “  got ” by 
these rascals if he didn’t want it to?

Foreign Dotes
Turkish Commemoratives

IT  will soon become a recognized phila
telic fact that no revolution, peaceful or 
warlike, will be allowed to take place 

without being followed by either a com
memorative issue of stamps or some special 
overprint on the current series.

It was the intention of the Turkish Govern
ment, says the Illustriertes Briefm arken

“  British Officials 1 ”  some one was shout
ing now. “ They’re slippery dogs, but I’ve 
got some. . . .”

British officials 1 Now, ought not some 
one to send a warning word over to Great 
Britain, by wireless, to let ’em know of the 
existence of this gang who were “ getting” 
their officials as they came over? “ Hard 
to get,” one of the wretches was saying, and 
when they arrived they were all perforated 
fourteen 1 Good Iack-a-day 1

“ Wonderful perforating machine they’ve 
got in . . . Perforates three ways at once, 
an’ mixes ’em all up. . . .”

A machine gun, no doubt. A  new kind 
of machine gun, capable of shooting three 
ways at once 1

“ . . . Makes no end o f varieties. . . .”
The farmer thought it likely. Poor things 1 
“ . . . Trinidad Unpaids. . . .”
Doubtless some members o f the gang in 

Trinidad who gave their services without 
payment.

“ . . . Servia death-masks. . . .”
It was horrible 1 The listener was now 

shaking with fright.
“  Yes, I ’ve done Spain thoroughly. Worked 

it dry. I ’m going to exploit German Colo
nies next.”

“  Ah, German ships are not easy to get.” 
“ Perhaps not, but I’m going to tackle 

them next.”
Grind, grind, jerk—the train was stop

ping. The farmer rose and clutched the 
door-handle nervously. The moment he 
alighted he rushed for an official.

“ Say, boss, you’ve got a  gang of anar
chists on board this train. A  chap in there 
has got two kings’ heads in a bag 1 ”

The official paused a  moment, then he 
answered blandly: “  Oh, yes, I understand. 
I’ve got one or two myself—in a box way 
back of the station-house.”

The farmer stared hard after the retreat
ing figure, and as he dived into another 
compartment, he was heard to exclaim that 
“  something had gone wrong with creation,” 
and “  the Germans had better look out about 
their ships.”

Jo u rn a l, to issue a special set o f postage 
stamps bearing the memorable date 24 July,
1908. This issue has, however, been post
poned, whether because Young Turkey feels 
its position somewhat insecure we know not, 
but an alternative project was the over
printing of the current stamps with the 
above-mentioned date. This likewise has 
not yet materialized, and now that the au
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thorities are confronted with the defiance 
of Bulgaria, we may be spared even this 
infliction.

Nothing more has transpired lately o f the 
intention of the Young Turks to suppress the 
“ foreign offices.”  Doubtless the Turkish 
Government will have too much to do for 
some time in setting its own house in order 
to trouble about this clearance, and, in any 
case, the Powers concerned will not take 
the initiative.

Neglected Postal Facilities 
VAnnonce I'im brologique, which, by the way, 
has many interesting paragraphs in its latest 
number, gives some account of an interview 
granted by M. Simyan, Under Secretary of 
State for the French Postal Department, to 
an enterprising Parisian journalist.

This highly placed official declares that 
the public is very loth to avail itself of bene
fits created specially for its advantage, and 
cites several examples.

First, as regards the despatch and receipt 
of money orders. Special m andat cartes 
are provided, which the sender can procure 
from a post office in any quantity. These 
can be filled in at leisure at home, instead of 
the sender having to be cross-examined as to 
his name, address, occupation, etc., by the 
counter clerk when sending a m andat o rdi
naire. A  very rapid examination of a card 
generally suffices, and the sender is saved 
time and temper. But it is the recipient who 
derives most benefit from the employment of 
these cards, for in such cases the postman 
actually brings the money to the house; 
there is no necessity to go to the post office 
and produce the counterpart, as in the case 
of the ordinary orders. It would seem that 
such facilities would be generally employed, 
but statistics show how indifferently the public 
recognize them. Speaking in round figures 
—in 1905, 47 million ordinary orders were 
used and 3 million cards ; in 1906, 50 millions 
and 3^ millions ; and in 1907, 55 millions and

millions respectively. Roughly, only six 
per cent of the orders were of the less trouble
some type.

Again, telegrams properly franked by 
postage stamps can be thrown into a  box, 
even when the office is closed—there is no 
necessity at any time to wait for the clerk to 
examine them ; yet only six out of every 
thousand persons sending telegrams availed 
themselves of the custom.

The express-letter system likewise has not 
caught on in France. Whilst the United 
States last year sent II millions, Germany 
 ̂millions, and Belgiurti millions of such 

letters, France only utilized the express 
service for 109,312 packets.

The postal methods of England and 
France are not easy to compare, but there 
are many postal facilities in this country

which the public fail to make use of. In a 
great many cases ignorance, no doubt, is the 
chief cause, but custom dies hard, and in as 
many cases love of old-fashioned ways has 
as much to answer for.

A  Good Story from Roumania
V A nnonce Tim brologique tells a  story that 
is almost too good to be true. In the 
little town o f Mihai - Bravu, Roumania, 
Captain Eshanu, an army officer, had posted 
a  registered letter. A  few minutes after he 
wished to have it back, but the postal clerks, 
acting on regulations, refused to give it up. 
The captain, furious at being refused, went 
to the barracks and returned at the head of 
his company to seize the post office. The 
two postal employes having been captured 
and bound, the captain cut the telegraph 
wire and hunted for his letter.

The soldiers, for their part, opened the 
safe and divided its contents, some .£20, 
which they regarded as lawful “  loot.” The 
captain then declared the town in a state of 
siege, so that no communication should be 
established with neighbouring places. The 
mayor, however, with the aid of another 
postal official, established telegraphic com
munication with Bucharest and asked for 
help. The Minister o f War promptly 
despatched a superior officer, who had the 
gallant captain arrested by his own soldiers 
and escorted to the capital, where he now 
waits his trial by court-martial.

The above wants more than the pro
verbial grain to aid digestion, but still at 
present the Roumanian officer bulks largely 
in the public eye, and perhaps still more 
largely in his own.

Leaving Cards by Wire
F or many years it has been the custom on 
the Continent and amongst Latin races in 
South and Central America to interchange 
visiting cards by way of greeting on festal 
occasions, notably on New Year's Day. The 
postal authorities in most of the countries 
affected have recognized this by allowing 
cheap rates of postage for envelopes convey
ing such cards.

The latest recruit to the ranks of inde
pendent Powers, Roumania, has gone “ one 
better.”  According to V A nnonce Tim brolo
gique, some while since, the Roumanian 
authorities created a special form of tele
gram to take the place of these greetings by 
cards. The wire was limited to the address 
and three additional words, the price being 
fixed at 23 c. (a fraction over 2d.). At first 
these telegrams were only permitted for 
New Year greetings ; later the privilege was 
granted for other special occasions; and 
now, finding the practice a paying one, the 
authorities have removed all restrictions,
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and the cheap telegram can be sent at any 
time.

It is to be hoped the addresses are not 
too long in Roumania. The cheap telegram 
might prove a boon h ere ; think of the 
saving it would mean to the gentleman who 
so often has to wire “  Detained late at the 
office.”
Commemorative Issue for Argentine 
M r . R .  A . S h i e l d s , of Buenos Aires, writes 
under date 19.9.08 that there is to be an issue 
of postage stamps in connection with the 
commemoration of the centenary of May, 
1910, and quotes from an official notice as 
follows : “ The American Bank Note Com
pany have been entrusted with the printing

of a  new issue of postage stamp and wrappers, 
which will be put in circulation to commem
orate the centenary of May, 1910.”

For the designs of these stamps and wrap
pers copies of engravings of historical events 
and photographs of the great leaders who 
figured in the days of Independence, 1810, 
have been chosen. There will also be some 
reproductions of sections of the National 
Historical Museum.

The issue will include all values at present 
in circulation, with exception of the stamps 
of 10 and 20 dollars.

Mr. Shields adds that “ up to the present 
he has not seen any other values o f the 1908 
set beyond the 2, 5, and 15 c.”

H cvd Issues and Discoveries
/ should be most grateful I f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible information concerning 

Issues of stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at cnee // 
desired, together with stamp for postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription wilt be lengthened by 
one number for each penny fate value and postage. Any official Information or notices wilt also be welcome.

FRANK PHILLIPS. 891 S tran d . L on don . W.C.

Austria.—Mr. A. H. Dingwall sends us four 
used stamps of the complicated issues of 1890-1. 
which he has found in sorting through a very 
large parcel, and which have compound perfora
tions not yet catalogued.

11 ia
1890-91. Types «x and is.

Per/, compound 0 /  to, 10}, and  11 ,  19.
335a! x kr., slate.
331a »o kr., olive.
274*1 1 8 1 lilac.

The 34 kr. chronicled in No. 159 becomes 231£.
Per/, compound0 / xr, 12 and  t*}, 13,

*43*1 3 kr., green.

Canada— Mr. E. Dale Harris, of- Ottawa, 
sends us three blocks of the £ c. Tercentenary 
stamps, which he thinks are in three different 
shades. Certainly these blocks vary slightly, but 
hardly enough to make catalogue distinction. 
One of the shades, which he says was that of 
the stamp when first issued, has possibly more 
brown in it than the other. An interesting fact 
he tells us, however, is that the G. P.O. at Ottawa 
was quite sold out of the $ c. on 8 September, 
notwithstanding the fact that no person was sup
plied with more than ten stamps at a time.

Colombia.—We referred in No. 197 to some 
new stamps for this republic, and we have since

received more information concerning the change 
from Mr. Augusto Duffo, of Bogota. The par
ticulars already given are in the main correct, 
though the values to be printed by the Govern
ment Works are more than those mentioned, 
being as follows: & c., I c., 2 c., 5 c., 10 c., 
20 c., and 1 peso. The new stamps will be put 
on Sile as soon as the stocks of the old make are 
exhausted. No mention is made of a 50 c. 
ordinary or a 10 c. registered, but the suppression 
of the 5 and 10 pesos has been decided upon,

Mr. Duffo also sent some of the only values on 
sale at the time of writing, viz. the 2 c. and 5 c. 
As will be seen by the annexed illustration, the 
new stamps are easily distinguishable from thos* 
of Type 96, being larger in size and with a differ
ent imprint at foot. The new stamps are printed 
on thicker paper than that of the old series. The 
2 c. exists with two gauges of perforations.

We are pleased to hear from our correspondent 
that Colombia has entered upon an era of great 
prosperity, but more pleased from an editorial 
point of view to hear also that no more depart
mental stamps are to be issued.

Collectors may congratulate themselves also, 
for by a law dated 5 August, 1908, a territorial • 
redistribution has been effected in the republic, 
and it is now divided into thirty-four depart
ments. Think of thirty-four departments, each

xox
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issuing sets of provisionals similar to the Cucuta 
and Santander rubbish of 1906 !!

1908. Type xoi (*) P et/. xo.
2 c., carmine.
(6) P er/. 13.
2 c., carmine
5 c., blue.

Federated M alay States.—Ew en's Weekly 
Stamp News (3.10.08) says that the 1 c. is com
ing over in a much darker shade than formerly. 
Apparently the Catalogue ought to have the two 
listed. No. 38 should be listed as pale gr.en.

A correspondent of the same paper says, under 
date 26.8.08, that “ the 3 c , rose, and 8 c., ultra♦ 
marine, stamps have arrived at Kuala Lumpar, 
but that the 3 c. will not be issued till next year, 
and possibly not till still later, as there are still a 
million stamps of the 3 c., brown, on hand, and 
these will be issued first. The stock of the 8 c., 
blue and black, is not likely to be exhausted for 
another eighteen months.”

3

1908. Type 3. Wtttk. M u ltifile Crown C A . P e r/  14.
3SaU c., deep green.

New Caledonia.—Mr. Dietrich, Liverpool, 
has shown us a variety of the Jubilee issue of this 
French colony. It is the 10 c., black on lilac, 
overprinted with the “ Gallic Cock ” monstrosity, 
both in black and in gold. The double impression 
is quite distinct. It will come before No. 123<? 
in the Catalogue.

xo 14
1903. Type 10 overprinted w ith  Type <4.

V ariety. O verprint double. 
xo c., in black and in gold.

Paraguay.—Still another provisional to add to 
the list of the long-suffering collector, but luckily 
one that can perhaps be omitted from the Cata
logue. Our correspondent in Villa Rica says 
that speculators in Buenos Aires some time ago 
bought up the whole lot of the 1 c. and 2 c. 
offered for sale. The stock of the 1 c. has been 
exhausted, but the Post Office have still (6.9.08) 
a small quantity of the|2 vermilion,, and these 
have been halved to do d*ty as 1 c. In order to 
prevent the whole lot being bought up, the Post 
Office will not sell these stamps to the public but 
only to the newspapers, and even these must give 
a guarantee that they are not for sale to dealers 
or speculators.

Our correspondent sends three used copies of 
these provisionals, the stamps being the 2 c., 
vermilion, of Type 39, perforated vertically 
through the centre, apparently by the same 
machine that is used for perforating the entire 
stamp.

The custom has been to omit “  splits ”  from the 
Catalogue, the Jamaica split being of course a 
notable exception, and no great harm will be 
done if the same course is adopted in the present 
case.

Persia.—Messrs. B. J . II. Somaki and Co., of 
Karachi, have shown us a used copy of No. 398 
with a pronounced double surcharge, the two sur
charges overlapping, with the numerals about 
4 mm. apart.

We have received the 3 c. and 6 c. of the 1907 
issue overprinted c o l is  p o s t a u x  diagonally in 
violet. It will be noticed that the overprint is 
quite different from that on the 26 ch. already 
chronicled.

8*

1904. Type 37 surcharged w ith  Type 44 in  black. 
V ariety. Surcharge double.

398*16 ch. on 10 cb., pale brown.

P a r c e l  Po st  S t a m p .
1908. Type 37 on blue fiaper oz'erfirinied w ith  Type 82 

in  violet.
3 cb., deep green.
6 ,, crimson. (

Russia.— The Philatelic Adviser (25.9.08) has 
seen the current 7 kopeck with background 
omitted. This would follow No. 115 in the 
Catalogue.

7
Type 7. W ith thunderbolts. V ertically la id  paper. 

Per/. 14J.
V ariety. Backg>ound omitted. 

sx549)7 k., blue.
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Victoria.—The Supplement to the Catalogue 
lists a 2jd. on Crown and A paper under No. 
294a. This stamp should l>e deleted, as will be 
apparent from the following extract from 7 he 
Australian t ’hi atelist (Aug.):—

“  The announcement by our London contempo
raries that the 2id. stamp had been issued on Cr. 
and A paper, was premature. Mr. Donne has 
inquired into the matter carefully, and the 
Government Printer states that this stamp has 
not been issued on Cr. and A paper."

In reply to a letter from us, the Deputy P. M G. 
writing on 6 July, 1908, said, “ The 2$d. stamps 
have not yet been printed on the new stamp 
paper. The present stock on paper watermarked 
V and Cr. is estimated to last for about three or

Coitrespon d cn ce
Morocco Agencies
The Editor of “  Gibbons Stamp Weekly *’

S ir ,—The Postal Agent in Mazagan must be 
wrong in his statement re 6 p. on 5s. Morocco 
Agencies, as I have one dated “ 11 Nov. 07, 
Registered British Post Office, Tangier 

As “ the British Post Office do not lend them
selves to speculation,” I conclude my stamp was 
used in the usual manner, namely, posting a con
signment to a dealer and registered.

Yours truly,
C o l l e c t o r .

S outhampton .

Twentieth Century Colonials
The Editor o f “  Gibbons Stamp Weekly ”

D e a r  S i r , —I am in receipt of a communica
tion from Mr. B. Gordon-Jones, late editor of the 
Philatelic Journal o f India, in which he is good 
enough to furnish explanations of certain points 
arising out of my article on Gwalior which 
appeared recently in your pages. As many of 
these points are of considerable interest and 
much importance, I consider it desirable that 
they should be placed on record for the benefit of 
the readers of your paper, in order that they may 
dispel any misapprehensions that may have arisen 
out of certain remarks of mine contained in the 
article referred to.

It* the first place, Mr. Gordon-Jones informs 
me that the 2& annas King’s Head has actually 
been issued, and that it was supplied to the State 
during 1905-6, and that copies were actually 
purchased in the State during 1905. The date 
given in my article should therefore be altered to
1905.

The stamp was overprinted by mistake, as it 
had been decided not to issue stamps of this value 
to the Convention States, as they were totally 
unnecessary for postal purposes. A request for 
twenty sheets was, however, included by an over
sight in one indent, and 4800 overprinted stamps 
of this value were despatched to the State. This, 
however, composed the total issue of this stamp, 
and it is likely, therefore, to be good property.

With regard to the 3 pies, carmine, overprinted 
“  Service, it would appear that I was wrong in 
my supposition that this stamp was issued as far 
back as 1900. Gwalior was apparently the last 
of the Convention States to be supplied with a

four months, and fresh stamps will not be printed 
until this stock is exhausted.

(View of Port.) 
18

Zanzibar.—Above is type of the high values, 
10 rupees and upward?, of the issue of May, 1908, 
listed in G.S. W,, No. 185.

Service stamp of this denomination, and a small 
supply of this value in the carmine shade was 
overprinted and issued to the State in October, 
1902, the total number overprinted being 48,240.

Of the I anna Official King's Head stamp with 
the inverted surcharge, I am informed that an 
entire sheet existed with this error.

I desire to take this opportunity of thanking 
both Mr. Gordon-Jones and Major Evans for 
so kindly pointing out the various inaccuracies 
contained in my articles on the Indian Native 
States; and especially the latter gentleman for 
having so kindly undertaken the revision of those 
dealing with the stamps of the Native Feudatory 
States, which, with his vast specialist knowledge 
of these issues, he is in a position to render of far 
greater value to the readers of my articles than 
they would have otherwise been.

Yours faithfully,
D. B. A r m s t r o n g .

Import Duty in South Africa
The Editor o f “  Gibbons Stamp Weekly ”

S ir ,—With reference to the paragraph headed 
“  Import Duty in South Africa,”  which appears 
on page 94 of Gibbons Stamp Weekly of the 
8th instant, I beg to inform you that the duty on 
catalogues imported by post into South Africa 
may be prepaid in postage stamps, obtainable 
from the Agents-General in London of the Cape 
Colony, Natal, Orange River Colony, and the 
Transvaal. The stamps in question are affixed 
to the covers by the senders.

Catalogues under 8 oz. in weight posted by 
oversea firms who have no branches in South 
Africa are admitted duty free; but similar cata
logues printed abroad to advertise South African 
firms, or Home firms having branches in South 
Africa, are charged with a duty of id. Cata
logues over 8 oz. in weight are uniformly dutiable 
at the rate of Id. for each 8 oz. or fraction 
thereof.

I would add that if the amount of duty is not 
prepaid in stamps by the senders, it is collected 
m cash from the addressees.

I am, sir,
Your obedient servant,

J .  W il s o n ,
Secretary.

G eneral Post O fficb, Caps Town,
Ca ps  o r  Good Hops, 38 A ugust, 1908.

Priated by W. B remdon & S on, Ltd., Plymouth, for tbe Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibsons, Ltd., 39t Strand, London,W.C.
34 October, 1908.
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The Postal Issues of Denmark 
and the Danish Colonies
By L. HANCIAU (a l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .)

(Continued from  page 133 .)
Wrappers
/ ~'1 R C U L A R  from  the D irector-General o f  

Posts to the Inspectors oj Posts and to the  
Post a n d  Despatching Offices.

“ No. 9. Copenhagen, May 1st, 1872.
“ 1. From the first of next month there will 

Ire introduced, for the convenience of the public, 
wrappers of paper with a 2 skilling stamp im
pressed upon them, which will be employed 
especially for enclosing packets sent in wrappers 
single or crossed. These wrappers will be sup
plied in sheets, and each sheet will contain six 
wrappers. The Post Office is not obliged to sell 
less than six wrappers at a time.

“  The amount to be charged will be 13 skilling 
per sheet, of which 12 sk. will be entered as 
receipts for stamps, in the copy of accounts, 
under headings I to 3, while the t skilling 
remaining will be reckoned as cost of manufacture 
and entered in the receipts under heading 10.

“  If a number less than a sheet is sold, the 
rice to be charged will be 2$ sk. per wrapper ; 
ut in the copy of accounts nothing less than an 

entire sheet may be shown.
“  In the course of the present month, there 

will be despatched to the Post Offices, without 
previous requisition, a sufficient supply of the 
said wrappers, and the latter should afterwards 
be requisitioned for in proper time from the 
Director General of Accounts, in the manner 
prescribed for stamps and stamped envelopes. 
The same will be the case, in a general way, in 
regard to the other instructions relating, for 
instance, to the preservation, obliteration, etc., 
which apply to the stamps.

“  It is expressly added that the impressed stamp 
is what is plainly to be taken into consideration, 
even when, from the npture of the packet sent, 
it is insufficient to covet the postage, andthat it is 
not forbidden to make use of stamps cut from the 
wrappers, for paying postage on other packets.

(Signed) “ J .  D a n n e s k io l d  S a m so e . ”

Issue o f Ju n e  is/, 1872.
Stamp of the type of the adhesives of 1870, 

without any alteration whatever, impressed 
at the right - hand side of 
wrappers of yellowish white, 
wove paper, 90 x 375 mm.
There is a border at each side, 
separating the six wrappers 
of which the sheet is com
posed, formed of two lines, 
the inner one wavy. The end 
of the wrapper above the stamp is gummed 
with brown gum.

2 sk., blue.
Essays. Various designs were submitted 

for the border, with the stamp of the adopted 
type, and on bands of white wove, surfaced 
paper, 85 x 360 mm.

(a) Thick lines, one 5 mm. wide and one 
3 mm. wide, below it.

{b) Two lines 3 mm. wide.
(,£■) One line 2 mm. wide and a second thin 

line.
(d) Similar, but the thicker line only 1 mm. 

wide.
(e) A  straight line of medium thickness

and a wavy line, making a border 2 mm. 
wide in all. — *

(/)  A thick line, 2| mm. wide, between 
two thin ones.

(g ) Small, wide Greek pattern, i i  mm. 
high.

(h) Tall Greek pattern, 3 mm. high.
(i) Border o f rings, 2 mm. high.
These borders were all printed in blue, as 

was also the stamp.
2 sk., blue.

The Circular o f the 19th December, 1874 
(see under the adhesives of 1875, page 108, 
vol. xviii of Stanley Gibbons M onthly Jo u r
nal), announced the issue of a 4 ore wrapper, 
in consequence of the change of currency.
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Issue o f Ja n u a ry  1st, 1875.
The die o f the 4 ore stamp not being ready, 

that o f the stamps of 1870 was made use of, 
with the following modifications :—
P® A. The whole of the oval band, or at least 
the whole of its inscriptions, having been 
removed for some unknown reason, the in
scriptions were replaced by others, showing 
“ DANMARK— POSTFRIM. 4 O RE” in larger

type than before. The crown has not the 
three six-pointed stars of the “  ore ”  type of 
the stamps of 1875 ; the central figure is 
wider than that of the 4 sk. o f 1870 and the 
4 ore of 1875, and its slanting stroke 
diminishes in thickness towards the b ase ; 
the figure is 3 mm. wide and 4 J  mm. high.

White wove paper, sometimes yellow ish , 
unsurfaced or surfaced, with a border o f the 
same pattern as that o f theprevious wrappers; 
the end of the wrapper above the stamp 
is gummed with brownish gum.

Size, 90 to 92 x 375 mm.

4 ore, dull blue, pale blue, bright blue, deep blue, 
greenish blue.

B. It was probably through some misap
prehension that the oval with its inscription 
was removed and re-engraved in Type A. 
The type o f 1870 was again employed for 
Type B, but the only change now made was 
the insertion of a different figure in the 
centre and “  4 o r e  ”  in the oval band, with 
a little retouching of the letters of the in
scription.
M Size, paper, etc., of the preceding wrappers 
with Type A.

The central figure is 3 x 4 mm., and the 
slanting stroke is of the same thickness 
throughout; the horizontal stroke is less 
turned up at the end than in A, and the 
turned-up end is further from the vertical 
stroke.

4 ore, dull blue, pale blue, bright blue, 
deep blue, greenish blue.

Variety. With no dot after “  po stfr im .” 
4 ore, dull blue.

N o te. The two types, A  and B, may be 
distinguished at a glance, as follows :—

1. The letters “ m " of “ d a n m a r k ” and 
“  p o st fr im .”  have the coloured ground 
between the limbs less high up on the right 
than on the left in Type A.

2. The “ s ” of “  p o st ” is almost closed at 
top in Type A.

3. The ends of the branches are opposite 
to the letters “ ST ” of “ p o s t ” in Type A, 
and are opposite “  os ”  in Type B.

The issue of a 5 ore wrapper is announced 
as follows :—

“  Official Communication.
“ No. 17. June 20th, 1882.
“  III. From the 1st July of this year there will 

be introduced, for use also on packets addressed 
to foreign countries, new stamped wrappers, with 
a 5 ore stamp impressed upon them, colour green.

‘ 1 The price, which is fixed at 32 ore per sheet 
(containing six wrappers), should be entered in 
the accounts as 30 ore received for stamps under 
headings 1 to 3, and the remaining 2 ore under 
heading 10.

*' If a smaller number is sold than that contained 
in a sheet, the price will be fixed at 6 ore per 
wrapper,but in the accounts nothing less than an 
entire sheet may be entered.

“  In the course of the present month there will 
be sent to the Post Offices, without any previous 
requisition, a sufficient number of these wrappers.”

Issue o f Ju ly  1 si, 1882.
Type of the adhesives of 1882, with small 

figures in the corners. The stamp is printed 
at the right-hand side of each wrapper, in 
sheets of six, with border lines, as before.

White wove paper, surfaced or unsurfaced, 
95 x  380 mm. Gum w hile or brown.

5 ore, dark green, pale green.

Issue o f the end o f  1882, or Ja n u a ry , 1883.
The provisional types (A and B) of the 

wrappers of 1875 are given up, and replaced 
by the type of the 4 ore adhesive of 1875, 
without any modification. The crown there
fore appears with three six-pointed stars. 
The central figure is 3 J  mm. wide.

The paper is yellow ish  white wove, 
surfaced; size, border lines, and gum as 
before.

4 ore, pale blue, dull blue.
This was chronicled in L e Timbre-Poste 

o f June, 1883.
*  * *

From the 1st October, 1888, the wrappers 
were no longer issued in sheets, but separate, 
in packets of twenty-five, as announced in 
Communication No. 28 of September 1 5 , 188S 
(see page 161, vol. xviii, M onthly Journal).
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Issue o f October 1st, iSZs)
Reissue of Type A  of the wrappers of 

January, 1875, for the 4 ore, 
and type of the adhesives 
with large figures in the 
comers for the 5 ore.

The paper is yellow ish  
white wove, surfaced, and 
the wrappers vary some
what in length, 95 x 385 to 

mm. G um ,as last, w hite and brown.
4 ore, blue (Type A of 1875).
5 ,, pale green (Type of 1885).

■»
*

*

Issue o f ................. 1902.

Similar to the last, but the paper is a dead 
white.

5 ore, yellow-green (Type of 1885).

Issue o f the en d o f  1907.
Type with portrait of King Frederick 

V III , but redrawn to some 
extent at Berlin and surface- 
printed.

The principal differences 
between this and the adhe
sive stamp of the same design
are :—

1. The shading of the face 
is formed of lines instead of dots.

2. The ground of the circle consists of 
horizontal lines, spaced, crossed by oblique 
lines in the lower part, instead of having 
close horizontal and oblique lines all over. 
The “ o ” of “ o r e ” is more open in the 
middle.

There are also other points of difference 
which it is unnecessary to mention ; I have 
only noted the principal ones, to prove that 
the type is quite distinct from that of the 
adhesives.

White wove paper.
5 ore, green.

Issues o f December 1st, 1905, and  1906.

In accordance with the C ircular of 
November 25th, 1905 (see page 204, vol. 
xviii, M onthly Jo u rn a l), new wrappers were 
issued as shown below, printed like the 
preceding ; white wove, surfaced paper, the 
same size as the last.

1. Type of the adhesives of July, 1905.

Dec. I, 1905. 2 ore, carmine.
April, 1906. 4 „  blue.

2. Type with portrait o f King Christian IX , 
re-engraved at Berlin, and surface-printed. 
The horizontal lines o f the background are 
more spaced than in the type o f 1904, and 
are crossed in the lower part o f the circle by 
oblique lines. The epaulet at left is more 
complete than in the type of 1905 ; the “ C ” 
below the portrait is open, as in 1904, and 
the tail o f the figure “ 9 "  is lengthened.

May, 1906. 5 ore, green.

In accordance with the O fficial Communi
cation o f the 28th January, 1907 (see page 
205, vol. xviii, M onthly Jo u rn a l), there 
appeared :—

Post Cards
The introduction of Post Cards, on April

1 st, 1871, was announced by the follow
ing
“ Circular from  the Director-General o f Posts, to 

alt Post and Despatching Offices.
“  No. 7. Copenhagen,

March 29th, 1871.

“  K. Stamps and Post Cards.
“ There are issued for public use two kinds of 

post cards, with impressed stamps, viz.:—
With impression in blue, and stamp 2 skilling.

,, red ,, 4 „
“  When a hundred of them are purchased at a 

time, the charges are 2 and 4 R-d. In smaller 
quantities and singly these cards are charged at
2 and 4 skilling each. They are despatched from 
here to the Post Offices, and are to be put on 
sale from the commencement of the month of 
April.

“ In regard to requisition, preservation, etc., 
the rules laid down for the stamps in general are 
applicable.

“ The Post Cards should be postmarked like 
the ordinary letters, except that the stamp of the 
office of destination is to be struck upon the 
address side. The stamps should be obliterated 
like those of the envelopes.

“ There will, within the next few days, be 
issued and put in circulation new postage stamps 
at 8 skilling, colour brown, and at 16 skilling, 
colour green, both values with frame in grey, 
and of the same typ: as the recently issued 2 and
3 skilling stamps. The new stamps are intended 
gradually to replace the old stamps of the same 
values, which will, however, remain available for 
use so long as there may be any stocks of them.

“  In future the affixing of the stamp upon the
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address side will make no difference in respect to 
the franking of the letter. If the stamp was 
placed on the reverse side and was thus not 
noticed by the despatching office, the receiving 
office should nevertheless make no difference on 
this account in the amount to be charged, nor 
should any notice of the matter be sent back to 
the former office. In such a case the stamp 
should evidently not be obliterated before the 
delivery of the letter.

“  I f upon the letter (or on the address label of 
a packet) there is no room to place the stamps, 
the latter should be affixed to a sheet of paper to 
be tied or gummed to the packet (or address label) 
upon the address side, on which there should be 
indicated the value and number of stamps which 
accompany it.

“ The prohibition of the employment of the 
stamps cut from envelopes is withdrawn.”

1. S in g l e  Ca r d s .
Issue o f A p r il 1st, 1871.

Formula with a Greek pattern frame, 
135 x 69 mm., with stamp of the type of the 
adhesives of 1870 in the right upper corner;

Without dot after “ POSTFRIM.”
4 sk., carmine.

D escription o f the A rm s. The Order of 
the Elephant (emblem of Strength and 
Courage) is an order of knighthood which 
goes back to Christian I, in 1458 or 1478, 
and which was duly constituted with statutes 
by King Christian V, December 1st, 1693. 
The collar is composed of alternate E le
phants and Castles, in gold.

The Cross, which should be w hite, and 
not coloured as shown upon the card, belongs 
to the Order of the Danebrog, instituted in 
1219  by King Waldemar II, in memory of 
a White Cross on a red  ground, which, 
according to Danish traditions, fell from 
heaven during a battle with the Livonians, 
at the very time when the Danish troops 
were giving w ay; the sight of this miraculous 
Cross so encouraged them that they gained 
the victory. The Order died out about the 
year 1500, and was re-established in 1671 
by Christian V ; it lasted down to 1808, 
when it was completely reconstituted by 
Frederick VI.

and in the left the Arms of Denmark, in a 
shield surmounted by a Royal Crown, and 
surrounded by the collar of the Order of the 
Elephant and the Danebrog. Inscription in 
upper centre, “ B R E V -K O R T ,” in large 
capitals, “ (Paa denne Side skrives kun 
Adressen.)," in ordinary type, and “  T il,”  in 
italics.

Surface-printed in colour on white card, 
more or less surfaced.

2 sk., ultramarine, blue.
4 ,, carmine, bright carmine.

Varieties. With the third turn of the 
Greek pattern at upper right replaced by one 
of the square corner ornaments.

2 sk., ultramarine.
4 ,, carmine.

Essays. There are various types which 
were not adopted :—

1. Frame 1 1 1 x  79 mm., formed of little 
quatrefoils, set obliquely, between two lines 
2$ mm. apart. Stamp of 187b at right and 
Arms at left, as upon the issued cards.

“ B R E V K O R T ” in letters 6| mm. high, 
the word measuring 32 J m m .; same in
struction, but 64 mm. long and without 
brackets ; “  T il” as in the adopted type.

2 sk., blue on white, buff, deep straw.
2 „  mauve ,, „  „
2 ,, lilac ,, ,,

Similar to the preceding, but with “ B R E V 
K O R T ”  6 mm. high and 35$ mm. long; 
instruction 46$ mm. long, without brackets.
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2 s k ., blue on w He.
2 ,, biown on white, buff.
2 ,, blue*green on white,
2 ,, carmine ,, ,,
2 ,, lilac on white.
2 ,, mauve on buff.

S im ila r  to  th e  a b o v e , b u t w ith  “ B R E V -  
K O R T ”  4^ m m . h ig h  a n d  38^  m m . l o n g ;  
in stru c tio n  47  m m . lo n g , w ith o u t b ra c k e ts .

2 sk ., lilac on white.
2 ,, brown ,,
2 ,, blue-green on white.
2 ,, carmine ,,
2 ,, mauve on buff 
2 ,, carmine ,,

2. Frame 110  x 79 mm., formed of a wide 
Greek pattern, between two lines 3^ mm. 
apart. Stamp and Arms as upon the issued

cards. “ B R E V -K O R T ” 7 mm. high and 
52 mm. lo n g ; instruction $7 mm. long. 
u 7 /75) as before.

2 sk., brown on white, buff, deep straw,
2 ,, blue ,, ,,
2 ,, blue-green on white.

Double impression,
2 sk., ultramarine and black-green on thick 

white card.

Similar type ; frame 134 x 68 mm. ; 
“ B R E V K O R T ” 37 mm. long; instruction 
in brackets 49 mm. long.

2 sk., blue on white.
2 „  black ,,
2 ,, carmine ,,

{To be continued,}

Old v. Dcu)
By E. B. EVANS

T H IS  venerable question has entered 
upon a more or less new phase within 
the last few months, the point raised 

being whether there is or is not any actual 
enmity between those who are always seek
ing for some new thing and those who say 
that the old is better. The Editor of The 
London P hilatelist says : “  There are no two 
‘ camps,’ nor is there any hostility between 
those who collect old and new issues.” Mr. 
Cornelius Wrinkle, in The Postage Stam p, 
expresses the contrary opinion : “ I cannot 
have been deceived,” he says, “ by the yards 
and yards of sneers that each camp has 
flung at the other in realizing the hostility 
that has long prevailed, and I am of opinion 
that it is six to one and half-a-dozen to the 
other in the most unseemly wrangle that has 
been filling the pages of certain journals.” 
The text is a little obscure, and not quite 
equal to Mr. Wrinkle’s usual form. Those 
sneers of abnormal length so recklessly flung 
about must have rendered the atmosphere 
exceptionally oppressive, even for the early 
part of August, when those words were 
printed. Still, his meaning is obvious.

For my own part, I am anxious to believe, 
and as a matter o f fact I do believe, that 
there is no real hostility at all on the part of 
the two classes of collectors—if indeed there 
are really two classes. Differences of opinion 
there must be, argument there will be, heated 
argument even ; but to speak of actual 
hostility and of rivali “  camps ” seems to me 
to be taking the thing too seriously. Even 
Mr. Wrinkle acknowledges that it amounts 
to no more than this : “  Some collectors 
have taken sides, forgetting that there has 
been nothing more, in it all the time than

one dealer crying down the other’s wares” 
—thus admitting that Mr. Castle’s statement 
is practically correct.

The fact is that stamp collectors are the 
most peaceable and friendly people on the 
face of the earth ; the League of Universal 
Brotherhood realized the fact that cheap 
postage would do a great deal towards the 
millennium which its members were anxious 
to bring about; if they had but added to 
their programme the Propagation of Stamp 
Collecting, it is possible that Universal 
Brotherhood might by this time be an 
accomplished fact. How seldom do we hear 
of two genuine philatelists really quarrelling; 
they will argue, o f course, and each may 
denounce the opinions of the other as en
tirely mistaken and misguided; but bring 
them together, and they will find that they 
have so much in common thattheirdiflferences 
are not worth mentioning.

At the present day stamp collecting has 
become so wide a subject, and stamp deal
ing has similarly become so big a business, 
that specialism appears to be almost a 
necessity for the collector, and many of the 
dealers have their own special lines also. 
The specialism of the collector has developed 
in various directions,but principally, 1 believe, 
even yet consists in the collecting of the 
stamps of single countries or groups of 
countries. Since the commencement of the 
twentieth century many have, no doubt, de
cided upon confining their attention to stamps 
issued before the end of the nineteenth, 
whilst others, possibly equally numerous, 
have taken up the modern issues, exclusively, 
and especially the “  King’s Heads,” as being 
more easily obtainable ; but I do not for one
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moment believe that there is any feeling of 
animosity between collector-specialists, and 
I fail to see why there should be. W hy on 
earth should the specialist in the issues of 
Lilliput hate his neighbour who devotes all 
his spare cash and attention to those of 
Blefuscu ? or why should Mr. Oldham, 
whose collection ends with the year 1890, . 
and Mr. Newman, who collects nothing | 
issued earlier than 1901, wish to blow out . 
one another’s brains (if any)? They need ! 
not interfere with one another at a l l ; they ; 
are not even likely to bid against one another i 
at auctions. Their mutual feelings should 
be purely charitable, mingled with a com- , 
fortable sensation of superiority. '

Dealers of course will cry up their own 
wares ; human nature is human nature even 
in the stamp business, and in crying up 
their own may be led to cry down the wares 
of others, but most of them do business both in 
old stamps and new, and therefore are not 
likely to cry down either. The noise (such 
as it is) seems to have been made, in this as 
in so many other affairs, by a compara
tively small section who enjoy a noise and 
delight in the idea of rival camps, with the 
usual trumpeting and drumming.

In regard to the relative interest o f old 
stamps and new, I confess that I am in 
favour of the old, but that may be because 
I am getting that way myself. At the same 
time I have, I hope, always, both by example 
and precept, endeavoured to inculcate the 
principle that a ll stamps should be studied, 
as there may be much that is interesting 
to be learned about any of them ; and act
ing upon this principle a collector may fairly 
s a y : I study my stamps, I find that cer
tain varieties ex ist; it does not matter to 
me what was the origin of those varieties 
or the reason for their existence; my only 
object is to ascertain how many of these 
varieties there are, in what way they differ 
from one another, and in what order they 
occur or what positions they occupy on 
the sheets. On the other hand, I think 
that the general student of Philately should 
take into consideration the circumstances 
attending the issue o f the stamps and the 
production of the varieties in question ; and 
that where it is evident that the stamps 
were issued mainly for sale to collectors, 
and not to meet any real postal require
ments, or that the variations were made 
on purpose to increase the sales, or are due 
to such carelessness as to indicate that no 
attempt at uniformity was made (such uni
formity being easily attainable), the stamps 
themselves and their varieties are not of the 
same interest as stamps issued purely for 
postal use, or varieties necessitated by the 
method employed or intentionally produced 
as a  check upon forgery or fraud.

To take extreme ca se s ; probably all col

lectors will admit that the regular issues of 
Great Britain, France, and Germany, for 
example, possess greater inherent philatelic 
interest than the recent provisionals o f the 
Cayman Islands, and that the varieties of 
type o f the “  Sydney Views ” afford a  more 
interesting subject for study than the varia
tions in the surcharges of Guadeloupe. Be
tween these extremes there will o f course be 
numerous issues, upon the relative interest 
o f which it is very difficult to give an 
opinion. For instance, it is doubtful whether 
we should be right in saying that the 
minor varieties of type of the lithographed 
issues of British Guiana, 1852, 1853, i860, 
and 1863 (none of which, by the way, have 
yet been fully described), due to irregular
ities and defects in the transfers, have a 
greater inherent interest than the similar 
varieties o f the stamps of Sirmoor or of the 
Solomon Islands, produced in the same 
manner ; although the majority of collectors, 
perhaps, would consider the British Guiana 
stamps the most worthy of attention.

The question of interest in pounds, shil
lings, and pence is quite a different one. I 
am afraid that this is the kind of interest 
which has aroused the more or less heated 
discussion that has sometimes taken place. 
But it is quite as impossible to draw a hard- 
and-fast line in this case as in the other, and 
to say either that old issues are a  good 
investment and new issues a  bad one, or 
that the contrary is the case. There are old 
issues that have gone up steadily in value, 
year after year, for many years past, almost 
without any set-back, and there are others 
that have not increased in value at all. 
Perhaps most of us are too fond of thinking 
over the bargains that we missed in days 
gone by, or that we should have picked up 
if we had but been there. No doubt we 
might have made some very fortunate pur
chases, but, on the other hand, we might not. 
It was as difficult to prophesy then as it is 
now, and those who really knew most were 
the least likely to say much about it. One 
thing can be said, which is o f practically 
universal application, to past, present, and 
future : No stamp that has ever been really 
common can ever become really rare, or 
even of minor rarity, and if  we think of it we 
shall see that this must be so. Used stamps 
that were plentiful thirty or forty years ago 
are even more plentiful now ; this is not 
always the case with unused. The supply 
of the latter has, in a  great number of 
instances, remained stationary, while the 
former have been turned up in thousands. 
Consequently we find instances where the 
catalogue price of unused copies has in
creased out o f all proportion to that o f the 
same stamps used.

The rarities, great and small, have as a 
rule gone up greatly in price, not, of course,
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because they have become any rarer, but 
because the supply has always been very 
limited, and collectors give very much larger 
prices for stamps than they used to do. This 
rule is not without exceptions; the most 
striking instance that occurs to me is the 
“ medio peso” of Peru, 1858, one o f the 
earliest o f an extremely interesting series of 
stamps. Thirty years ago or a little less 
the normal yellow  stamp used to be priced 
at £ $  or more, and the error in rose-red was 
quoted at from £ 10  to £1% . Have these 
really become much commoner since, or is 
the fact that their prices have fallen some 
fifty per cent due solely to the fact that Peru 
and some other South American republics 
have unduly tried the patience of collectors? 
In any case, their fate seems to furnish some 
sort of warning to investors.

I f  old issues are not invariably gilt-edged 
investments, what are we to say about new 
ones ? The argument in their favour seems 
to be that if one buys new issues at ten per 
cent over face value, one cannot lose much, 
and there will be certain cases in which a 
considerable appreciation of value will take 
place. This is true enough, and I believe 
that the collector was never more favourably 
placed for making a collection of current 
stamps, at a comparatively small expense. 
But collecting and speculating are two very 
different things. The sales o f New Issues 
have attained enormous dimensions in the 
last few years, and it is fair to assume that 
the stocks have not all been absorbed by 
collectors. There is, it is true, a prevailing 
fancy (which may be lasting or may not) for 
pairs and blocks, and even for entire panes 
and sheets, all of which things have their 
interest, and will do no harm, so long as

their owners are content to keep them ; but 
there is, I believe, also a fancy for stowing 
away little lots of stamps which their owners 
have no intention of keeping, and this is a 
more dangerous propensity. I f  this kind of 
investment prevails to any considerable ex
tent, it is evident that what I have said about 
the impossibility of common stamps be
coming rare must apply more fully to the 
stocks that have thus been “  laid down ” ; 
the immediate wants o f collectors have been 
amply accommodated, and future wants are 
more than fully provided for.

I have always believed, and I still believe, 
that the judicious collector, whether he de
votes his attention to old issues or new, will 
find his collection a source not only of cer
tain pleasure, but also of probable profit. I 
feel inclined to add that if he is judicious he 
will not speculate, but he may even be able 
to do that with success. The inexperienced 
amateur who speculates in stamps will find 
it as unprofitable as speculating on the Stock 
Exchange, or as speculating in any other 
commodity which he knows equally little 
about. The bargain hunter picks up bar
gains (sometimes) if he sticks to his own 
speciality ; we all of us know what very poor 
bargains we are apt to get when we stray 
beyond our own limited range.

Some wise person has made a remark 
somewhat to the following effect: Experi
enced persons don’t require advice, inex
perienced don’t accept it, but all classes 
enjoy giving it. If, therefore, the fervent 
admirers, either of the Old or of the New, 
really feel inclined to quarrel about the re
spective merits of their branches of Philately, 
I will give them one little piece of advice—= 
“  Don’t.”

Indian Convention States
Shades of the Queen’s Head Stamps
By B. GORDON JONES

T H E R E  are marked variations in the 
shades of some of the Queen’s Head 
stamps overprinted for use in the 

Indian Convention States. In the Indian 
Society’s handbook on these issues a few 
shades are mentioned which do not exist, 
and there are one or two omissions of shades 
which do exist. The pricing of several of 
these in the catalogues is guess-work, and 
the “ valuations” are often absurd. The 
figures in Gibbons’ Catalogue are the most 
reliable, but the rarer shades are more often 
than not “ out of stock.” The minor cata
logues merely echo Gibbons (errors and 
omissions included), but with prices put 
down all round, and with “ stocks,” which

are a negligible quantity, behind these valua
tions.

The following notes are an attempt to 
draw attention to the rarity of many of these 
shades. By the location of various errors 
known only to exist in certain printings, 
and by other extraneous evidence, it has been 
possible to more or less correctly determine 
the exact shades in some values used in 
most printings. The figures may not be 
absolutely accurate, but they may be reason
ably accepted as correct. The undernoted 
list comprises all the values of the Queen’s 
Head stamps which were at one time or 
another surcharged for the different States, 
and their main shades :—
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• 3 pies, carmine.
• » grey.

J  anna, deep green.
,, pea-green.

9 pies, carmine and aniline rose.
1 anna, purple-brown and aniline plum.

•  , ,  carmine (slight shades).
• I anna 6 pies, sepia, light and deep.

2 as., blue and ultramarine.
» ,, violet (slight shades).
• 2 as. 6 pies, green.
• ,, blue.

3 as., orange and brown-orange.
4 as., olive-green and slate-green.
6 as., olive-bistre and brown-bistre.
8 as., dull mauve and aniline mauve.

•  12 as., purple on red.
•  I rupee, slate, light and deep.

,, green and carmine.
» 2, 3, and 5 rupees, bicoloured.

The stamps in the above list marked *  
show very small variations in shade ; all the 
others show marked differences, and the 
main colours may be thus divided into 
shades:—
J  anna, deep green.

The earlier shades are yellowish green, 
green, and deep green, 1884-95, the 
older sheets being with brownish gum. 
The later shades are light green and 
bluish green, used from 1895 onward. 

(The exact totals overprinted in each of 
these shades of the  ̂ anna cannot be deter
mined with any accuracy.)

i  anna, pea-green.
The pale pea-green shade was in use till 

the early part o f 1902 ; the deep pea- 
green shade succeeded it.

9 pies, carmine.
Earlier shade, deep carmine (brownish 

gum); later shade, aniline rose.

i ‘ anna, purple-brow n.
Deep purple-brown and pale purple-brown 

(the earlier printings being with brown
ish gum), 1884-95.

(This value is known in p a le  brown with 
some of these surcharges, but it is impos
sible with any certainty to assign them to 
any particular printing; apparently this 
shade was used towards the end of the 
purple-brown period, and before the aniline 
shades were introduced.)

1 anna, an iline plum .
These aniline shades are in pale and in 

deep plum ; the colour in the deeper 
shades quite permeates the paper; in 
use about 1895-1900.

2 annas, blue and ultram arine.
The earlier printings of these have 

brownish gum. First shades, blue, pale 
blue, and dull blue, 1885-95 ; later

shades, pale and deep ultramarine, 1895-
1900.

(The exact totals overprinted in each of 
these shades of the 2 annas cannot be deter
mined with any accuracy.)

3 annas, orange and brown-orange.
The first shades of this stamp were in 

deep orange, the earlier sheets being 
with brownish gum. About the middle 
of 1889 a pale yellow-orange shade was 
in use for a few months, but this was 
again superseded by the older orange 
colour for a time. The brownish-orange 
to deep brown-orange shades came into 
use after 1890.

4 annas, olive-green an d slate-green.
The earlier shades of this stamp were in a 

rich, deep olive-green, changing later to 
pale olive-green, the earlier sheets being 
with brownish gum, 1885-95. The slate- 
green shades, pale and deep, were in use 
about 1895-1902.

(The exact totals overprinted in each of 
these shades of the 4 annas cannot be deter
mined with any accuracy.)

6 annas, olive-bistre an d brown-bistre.
The correct order of the use of these 

shades is difficult to determine. Ap
parently the olive shades (pale and 
bright) were in use up to about 1890, 
being succeeded by the brown shades 
(dull and bright); but this order was at 
times not adhered to, both shades being 
known in the same printing (proving 
that called-in mixed stocks were being 
supplied to the printing office). This 
6 annas stamp was in use in British 
India from 1876 to long after 1900, the 
brown shades being in use up to about 
1880, these being succeeded by the olive 
shades till about 1890, the browns being 
then again reverted to after that period.

8 annas, d u ll m auve and aniline mauve.
The early shades, dull mauve and pale 

bright mauve, were in use up to about 
the end of 1893, the earlier sheets having 
brownish gum. The aniline colours, 
mauve and magenta, from 1894 onwards.

1 rupee, green an d carm ine.
The later printings are in aniline colours, 

and are known in some of these issues, 
but it is impossible to determine totals.

From the above details it will be seen that 
the totals cannot be ascertained in some of 
these stamps, i.e. J  anna, deep green; 2 annas, 
blue ; and 4 annas, olive- and slate-green. In 
the other values totals have been more or 
less definitely obtained, and these are men
tioned in detail in the following table (the 
figures in brackets after the colours refer to
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the numbers of the various printings, which 
are mentioned in the Indian Society’s hand
book) :—

CH AM BA
Ordinary

i  anna, pale pea-green (9).
,, deep pea-green (10)

I anna, purple-brown, deep and 
(J. 2, 3. 4) -

I anna, aniline plum (5, 7)
3 as., orange (2, 3) .

,, brown-orange (4, 5, 7, 8, 11
6 as., olive-bistre (3, 4)

„  brown-bistre (5, 7, 8, 9, 10]
8 as., dull mauve (2, 3, 4).

,, aniline mauve (5, 7, 8, 10)

Service
4 anna, pale pea-green (9).

„  deep pea-green (to)
1 anna, purple-brown, deep and 

(I. 2, 3, 4) .
1 anna, aniline plum (3, 7, 8) .
3 as., orange (3)

,, brown-orange (4, 7).
6 as., olive-bistre (3, 4)

,, brown-bistre (7)
8 as., dull mauve (2, 3, 4).

,, aniline mauve (5, 7, to) .

F A R ID K O T  
Ordinary

I anna, purple-brown, deep and
(1. 2, 3, 4, S, 7, 8)
(This stamp is also known in pale brown, and 

is rare in that shade.)
1 anna, aniline plum (10, 1 1 , 12, 13) . 35,520 
3 as., orange (1, 2, 3) . . . 6,800

„  brown-orange (7, 8, 10, 13) . 56,880
6 as., olive-bistre (1, 8) . . . 64,600

,, brown-bistre (2, 3, 7, 10 ). . 6,180
(The olive shade of this stamp was apparently 

used for the July, 1886, printing (600), 
and the brown shade for the printings of 
February, 1887 (500), February, 1889 
(1920), and August, 1893 (600). The 
large number overprinted in February, 
1894 (64,000), however, consisted of the 
olive shade. The November, 1895, print
ing (2160), was again in the brown shade.) 

8 as,, dull mauve (1, 2, 3, 7) . . 3,060
,, aniline mauve (8, to) , . 49,200

pale

o)

pale

12.240
48.240

31»799 
7.440
4.346
8,879
2,685
7.894
4,181
4,620

9,840
19,440

5",399 
48,480 

1,566
3.919 
2,955 
1,440 
3,702
7.920

I pale
67,700

-Service
11  anna, purple-brown, deep and pale

(1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8) . . . . 66,140
(This stamp is also known in pale brown, 

and is rare in that shade.)
1 anna, aniline plum J10 , 12, 13)^ . 22,080
3 as., orange (1, 2, 3 ;  .‘ . . 3,440

,, brown-orange ( I I ,  12) . . 5,280
6 as., olive-bistre ( 1) . . . . 600

,, brown-bistre (2, 3) . . 1,780
8 as., dull mauve (1, 2, 3, 7) . . 2,340

,, aniline mauve (8, 10) . . 48,000

G W A LIO R
(The I anna, 6 as., and 8 as. values of the 

first issue exist only as catalogued in the 
earlier shades.)

Ordinary (Short black Hindi)
9 pies, deep carmine (13) . . . 1,200
1 anna, purple-brown, deep and pale 

(3. 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 1 1 ,  13). . . 102,000
3 as., orange (3, 7, 9) . . . 10,850

,, pale yellow-orange (8) . . 500
,, brown-orange (11) . . . 4,150

6 as., Olive-bistre (3). . . . 1,500
„  brown-bistre (3) 1,500
(The 6 as. value of this printing, Septem

ber, 1885, is known in Doth shades, so it 
is assumed that the total overprinted 
roughly consisted of about half of each. 
The olive shade is, however, the rarer.)

8 as., dull mauve (3). . . . 2,750

Ordinary (Long black Hindi)
4 anna, pale pea-green (35) , . 192,240

,, deep pea-green (37) . . 48,240
9 pies, deep carmine (13) . . . 500
1 anna, purple-brown, deep and pale

(3, 4, 5- 7, 8, 9, >3, 14, 18) . 117,660
1 anna, aniline plum (24, 26, 27, 28,

29, 3 1 ) .............................................240,480
3 as., orange (3, 7, 9) . . . 4.75°

,, pale yellow-orange (8) . . 220
,, brown-orange (11, 14, 17, 18,
26, 27, 28, 31, 35, 37) . . . 158,570

6 as., olive-bistre (3, 15) . . . 8,920
,, bistre-brown (3, 26). . . 6,180

8 as., dull mauve (3, 16) . . . 25,090
,, aniline mauve (26) . . . 6,000

Service
4 anna, pale pea-green (35) . . 576,240

,, deep pea-green (37) . . 624,240
I anna, purple-brown, deep and pale

(19, 20).............................................144,000
(This stamp is also known in pale brown ;  it 

is fairly common used.)
I anna, aniline plum (22, 23, 25, 27,

28, 3 3 ) ....................................960,960
8 as., dull mauve (19) . . . 6,000

,, aniline mauve (23, 25) . . 12,480

JH IN D
(The 1 anna and 8 as. values of the first 

issue, and with the “ Jeend”  overprints, 
exist only as catalogued in the earlier 
shades.)

Ordinary (Straight black surcharge)
4 anna, pale pea-green (15) . . 6,240

,, deep pea-green (16) . . 5,040
I anna, purple-brown, deep and pale

(3, 6 ) ............................................ 48,240
(This stamp is also known in pale brown, and 

is rare in that shade.)
1 anna, aniline plum (12) . . . 5,040
3 as., brown-orange (6, 8, 9, 11 , 15). 15,620

(This stamp does not exist in the true orange 
shade.)

Ik 1
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• 3 pies, carmine.
• .» grey.

J  anna, deep green.
.. pea-green.

9 pies, carmine and aniline rose.
1 anna, purple-brown and aniline plum.

• ,, carmine (slight shades).
• i anna 6 pies, sepia, light and deep.

2 as., blue and ultramarine.
» ,, violet (slight shades).
•  2 as. 6 pies, green.
» ,, blue.

3 as., orange and brown-orange.
4 as., olive-green and slate-green.
6 as., olive-bistre and brown-bistre.
8 as., dull mauve and aniline mauve.

• 12 as., purple on red.
• i rupee, slate, light and deep.

,, green and carmine.
•  2, 3, and 5 rupees, bicoloured.

The stamps in the above list marked *  
show very small variations in shade ; all the 
others show marked differences, and the 
main colours may be thus divided into 
shades:—
$ anna, deep green.

The earlier shades are yellowish green, 
green, and deep green, 1884-95, the 
older sheets being with brownish gum. 
The later shades are light green and 
bluish green, used from 1895 onward. 

(The exact totals overprinted in each of 
these shades of the  ̂ anna cannot be deter
mined with any accuracy.)

i  anna, pea-green.
The pale pea-green shade was in use till 

the early part of 1902 ; the deep pea- 
green shade succeeded it.

9 pies, carmine.
Earlier shade, deep carmine (brownish 

gum); later shade, aniline rose.

i\anna, purple-brown.
Deep purple-brown and pale purple-brown 

(the earlier printings being with brown
ish gum), 1884-95.

(This value is known in p a le  brown with 
some of these surcharges, but it is impos
sible with any certainty to assign them to 
any particular printing; apparently this 
shade was used towards the end of the 
purple-brown period, and before the aniline 
shades were introduced.)

1 anna, an iline plum .
These aniline shades are in pale and in 

deep plum ; the colour in the deeper 
shades quite permeates the paper; in 
use about 1895-1900.

2 annas, blue and ultram arine.
The earlier printings of these have 

brownish gum. First shades, blue, pale 
blue, and dull blue, 18 8 5 -9 5 ; later

shades, pale and deep ultramarine, 1895-
1900.

(The exact totals overprinted in each of 
these shades of the 2 annas cannot be deter
mined with any accuracy.)

3 annas, orange and brown-orange.
The first shades of this stamp were in 

deep orange, the earlier sheets being 
with brownish gum. About the middle 
of 1889 a pale yellow-orange shade was 
in use for a few months, but this was 
again superseded by the older orange 
colour for a time. The brownish-orange 
to deep brown-orange shades came into 
use after 1890.

4 annas, olive-green and slate-green.
The earlier shades of this stamp were in a 

rich, deep olive-green, changing later to 
pale olive-green, the earlier sheets being 
with brownish gum, 1885-95. The slate- 
green shades, pale and deep, were in use 
about 1895-1902.

(The exact totals overprinted in each of 
these shades of the 4 annas cannot be deter
mined with any accuracy.)

6 annas, olive-bistre an d brown-bistre.
The correct order o f the use of these 

shades is difficult to determine. Ap
parently the olive shades (pale and 
bright) were in use up to about 1890, 
being succeeded by the brown shades 
(dull and bright) ; but this order was at 
times not adhered to, both shades being 
known in the same printing (proving 
that called-in mixed stocks were being 
supplied to the printing office). This 
6 annas stamp was in use in British 
India from 1876 to long after 1900, the 
brown shades being in use up to about 
1880, these being succeeded by the olive 
shades till about 1890, the browns being 
then again reverted to after that period.

8 annas, d u ll m auve and aniline m auve.
The early shades, dull mauve and pale 

bright mauve, were in use up to about 
the end of 1893, the earlier sheets having 
brownish gum. The aniline colours, 
mauve and magenta, from 1894 onwards.

1 rupee, green and carmine.
The later printings are in aniline colours, 

and are known in some of these issues, 
but it is impossible to determine totals.

From the above details it will be seen that 
the totals cannot be ascertained in some of 
these stamps, i.e. $ anna, deep green; 2 annas, 
blue ; and 4 annas, olive- and slate-green. In 
the other values totals have been more or 
less definitely obtained, and these are men
tioned in detail in the following table (the 
figures in brackets after the colours refer to
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the numbers of the various printings, which 
are mentioned in the Indian Society’s hand
book) :—

CH A M BA
Ordinary

J anna, pale pea-green (9).
,, deep pea-green (10)

I anna, purple-brown, deep and pale
( i ,z ,  3. 4) ....................................

I anna, aniline plum <5, 7)
3 as., orange (2, 3) .

,, brown-orange (4, 5, 7, 8, 10) . 
6 as., olive-bistre (3, 4)

„  brown-bistre (5, 7, 8, 9, 10)
8 as., dull mauve (2, 3, 4).

,, aniline mauve (5, 7, 8, 10)

Service
4 anna, pale pea-green (9).

,, deep pea-green (10) .
1 anna, purple-brown, deep and pale

(I, 2, 3, 4) .....................................
I anna, aniline plum (5, 7, 8) .
3 as., orange (3) . . . .

,, brown-orange (4, 7).
6 as., olive-bistre (3, 4)

,, brown-bistre (7)
8 as., dull mauve (2, 3, 4).

,, aniline mauve (5, 7, 10) .

12.240
48.240

31,799
7.440
4,346
8,879
2,685
7,894
4,181
4,620

9,840
19,440

48,480
i,S66
3.919 
2,955 
1,440 
3,702
7.920

F A R ID K O T
Ordinary

r anna, purple-brown, deep and pale 
(t, 2, 3, 4, 5. 7, 8) . . . 67,700
(This stamp is also known in pale brown, and 

is rare in that shade.)
I anna, aniline plum (io, I I , 12, 13) . 35,520
3 as., orange (1, 2, 3) . . . 6,800

,, brown-orange (7, 8, 10, 13) . 56,880
6 as., olive-bistre (1, 8) . . . 64,600

,, brown-bistre (2, 3, 7, 10 ). . 6,180
(The olive shade of this stamp was apparently 

used for the July, 1886, printing (600), 
and the brown shade for the printings of 
February, 1887 (500), February, 1889 
(1920), and August, 1893 (600). The 
large number overprinted in February, 
1894 (64,000), however, consisted of the 
olive shade. The November, 1895, print
ing (2160), was again in the brown shade.)

8 as., dull mauve (t, 2, 3, 7) . . 3,060
„  aniline mauve (8, 10) . . 49,200

, Service
1 anna, purple-brown, deep and pale 

(1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8) .
(This stamp is also known in pale 

and is rare in that shade.)
1 anna, aniline plum (fro, 12, 13)
3 as., orange (1, 2, 3)'

„  brown-orange (rr, 12)
6 as., olive-bistre ( 1) .

„  brown-bistre (2, 3) .
8 as., dull mauve (1, 2, 3, 7)

,, aniline mauve (8, 10)

66,140
brown,

22,080
3,440
5,280

600
1,780
2,340

48,COO

G W A L IO R
(The 1 anna, 6 as., and 8 as. values of the 

first issue exist only as catalogued in the 
earlier shades.)

Ordinary (Short black Hindi)
9 pies, deep carmine (13) . . . 1,200
1 anna, purple-brown, deep and pale 

(3 . 4. 5j 7» 8, 9, 1 1 , 13). . .102,000
3  as., orange (3, 7 , 9) . . . 10,850

,, pale yellow-orange (8) . . 500
,, brown-orange (11) . . . 4,150

6 as., olive-bistre (3 ) . , . . 1,500
,, brown-bistre (3) 1,500
(The 6 as. value of this printing, Septem

ber, 1885, is known in both shades, so it 
is assumed that the total overprinted 
roughly consisted of about half of each. 
The olive shade is, however, the rarer.)

8 as., dull mauve (3). . . • 2,750

Ordinary (Long black Hindi)
£ anna, pale pea-green (35) . • 192,240

,, deep pea-green (37) . . 48,240
9 pies, deep carmine (13) . . . 500
1 anna, purple-brown, deep and pale

(3* 4, 5> 7* 8, 9, 11 , 13, 14, 18) . 117,660
1 anna, aniline plum (24, 26, 27, 28,

29, 3 0 ............................................. 240,480
3 as., orange (3, 7, 9) . . . 4,75°

,, pale yellow-orange (8) . . 220
,, brown-orange (n , 14, 17, 18,
26, 27, 28, 31, 35, 37) . . . 158,570

6 as., olive-bistre (3, 15) . . . 8,920
,, bistre-brown (3, 26). . . 6,180

8 as., dull mauve (3, 16) . . . 25,090
,, aniline mauve (26) . • . 6,000

Service
\  anoa, pale pea-green (35) . . 576,240

„  deep pea-green (37) . . 624,240
1 anna, purple-brown, deep and pale 

(19, 20)............................................. t44,ooo
(This stamp is also known in pale brown ;  it 

is fairly common used.)
1 anna, aniline plum (22, 23, 25, 27,

2 8 , 3 3 ) .................................... 960,960
8 as., dull mauve (19) . . . 6,000

„  aniline mauve (23, 25) . . 12,480

JH IN D
(The 1 anna and 8 as. values of the first 

issue, and with the “ Jeend”  overprints, 
exist only as catalogued in the earlier 
shades.)

Ordinary (Straight black surcharge)
4 anna, pale pea-green (1 5) . . 6,240

,, deep pea-green (16) . 5,040
1 anna, purple-brown, deep and pale

(3. 6 ) .............................................48,240
(This stamp is also known in pale brown, and 

is rare in that shade.)
1 anna, aniline plum (12) . . . 5,040
3 as., brown-orange (6, 8, 9, it, 15) . 15,620

(This stamp does not exist in the true orange 
shade.)
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6 as., olive-bistre (6) . . . 2,100
„  brown-bistre (9, 1 1 ) .  . . 7,040
(The Indian Society’s handbook states that 

1920 6 as. stamps were overprinted in 
May, 1903. This is a mistake; the 1920 
stamps surcharged were the 8 as., aniline 
mauve.)

8 as., dull mauve (3, 6) . . . 5,360
,, aniline mauve (U, 12, 17) . 4,320

Service (Straight black surcharge)
£ anna, pale pea-green (15) . * 30,240
1 anna, deep purple-brown (3) total unknown 

,, aniline plum (14) • . . 24,240
8 as., dull mauve (7). . . . 4,100

,, aniline mauve (n) . . . 4,800

NABHA
(The I anna and 8 as. values of the first issue 

exist only as catalogued in the earlier 
shades.)

Ordinary
9 pies, deep carmine (11) . . . 1,460

,, aniline rose (12) . . . 12,000
1 anna, purple-brown, deep and pale 

(2, 3, 6, 10, 12, 13) 167,500
1 anna, aniline plum (14) . . . 24,000
3 as., pale yellow-orange (5) . . 1,567

,, orange (6) . . . .  2,133
,, brown-orange (10, 12) . . 14,400

6 as., olive-bistre (5). . . . 1,033
„  brown-bistre (7, 12). . . 17,920

8 as., dull mauve (2, 3, 6, 7, 12) . 15,770

Service
1 aDna, purple-brown, deep and pale

(2, 10, 1 3 ) ....................................64,500
1 anna, aniline plum (14, 17, 18) 72,480

(This stamp is also known in pale brown, 
and is rare in that shade.)

3 as., pale yellow-orange (5) . . 1,567
,, brown-orange (7) . . 1,920

6 as., olive-bistre (5). . . . 1,033
,, brown-bistre (7) . • . 1,920

8 as., dull mauve (5, 12) . . . 10,900

PUTTIALLA
(The I anna and 8 as. values of the first and 

second issues exist only as catalogued in 
the earlier shades.)

Ordinary (“  Patiala” )
£ anna, pale pea-green (23) • . 120,240
9 pies, carmine (10) . . . .  24,000 

,, aniline rose (10), number included above 
(This stamp in the aniline shade is rare. 

Apparently one or more sheets were in
cluded in the tenth printing.)

I anna, purple-brown, deep and pale
(9, 1 2 ) ..............................................120,960
(This stamp is also known in pale brown, 

and is rare in that shade.)
I anna, aniline plum (18, 20) . • 96,480
3 as., brown-orange (10) . . . 24,000

(This stamp does not exist in the true orange 
shade.)

6 as., olive-bistre (20), number included below. 
,, brown-bistre (10, 20) . . 40,320
(This stamp in the olive shade is of great 

rarity. Apparently one or more sheets 
were included in the twentieth printing.)

8 as., aniline mauve (16, 20) . . 24,480
Service ('* Patiala” )

1 anna, aniline plum (22) . . . 240,240
3 as., brown-orange (10) . . . 24,000

(This stamp does not exist in the true orange 
shade.)

6 as., brown-bistre (10) . . . 32,000
8 as., dull mauve (10) . . 24,000

„  aniline mauve (18, 20, 25) . 24,480

“ The Science of
Considered, by E. B. EVANS
I  H A V E  copied the above title from The 

P hilatelic Jo u rn a l o f India  for August 
last, and in thus copying it I do not wish 

to assert that there is a Science of Philately, 
far less that Philately itself has a claim to be 
termed a Science, but rather to consider the 
question in the light of the article to which 
that title is prefixed in the journal referred to.

First of all, Philately must be acknow
ledged to mean the Collection and Study of 
Stamps. We all know that stamps can be 
collected and even studied in what most 
people would term a thoroughly unscientific 
m anner; I think we must also recognize 
that there are collections which have a claim 
to he said to be scientifically arranged; that 
is to say, if such a term can properly speak
ing be applied to a collection of any sort. 
And here we seem to be met by a difficulty

Philately*”
at the very outset; is there any Science, 
properly so-called, in the arrangement of a 
collection—no matter what that collection 
may consist of? “ Science” ' is simply 
another word for “  Knowledge,” but it is not 
every kind of Knowledge that is regarded as 
Science. “  A Science ” seems to mean some
thing more ; it would imply that the subject 
possesses some merit which entitles it to 
such an appellation. Thus we have, first of 
all, the question whether Philately is a  sub
ject, or pursuit, or study, which can be 
termed a Science; and, secondly, what 
amount or nature of study of the subject will 
entitle a person to be called a P h ilatelist (if 
Philately is a Science).

For instance, Entomology, according to 
the dictionaries, is a Science ; but a  person 
who merely catches butterflies and sticks
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pins through them, even though he may 
arrange the results in a box lined with cork, 
does not thereby become an Entomologist 
or even a student of the Science of Ento
mology ; neither does a person who merely 
collects stamps and sticks them in a book, 
even though he arranges them in the order 
of the latest catalogue or handbook, neces
sarily become a philatelist. But I am in
clined to think that any careful study of 
insects, their species and varieties, their 
anatomy, or their habits, may be termed 
Entomology; and that, in the same way, 
any careful study of stamps, their varieties, 
their mode of manufacture, their history, or 
what not, may be termed Philately, and thus 
Science, if Philately is a Science.

The writer of the article in The P h ilatelic  
Jo u rn a l o f India  is inclined to limit the 
Science of Philately more rigidly. Taking 
it for granted apparently that there is such 
a thing, he commences, very rightly, by en
deavouring to define the term “  Science.” 
Considering Herbert Spencer’s definition of 
Science as “  organized knowledge ” to be 
insufficiently definite, especially for those 
whose idea of the meaning of the word 
“ organized” is not very clear, he goes on to 
suggest “ that a study becomes a science 
when it includes the knowledge of a lot of 
facts which are related to each other and 
occupy definite positions as regards the 
whole,”  in which, so far as I am able to 
understand his meaning, I am inclined to 
agree with him. But when he adds, “  Phila
tely can thus only be scientific where stamps 
admit of comparison,”  I am unable either to 
follow his argument or to concur in its results, 
because I fail to see how “ comparison” is 
necessarily involved in the definition just 
given. We can all agree with the statement 
which immediately follows this, namely, that 
“  there is no science or organization possible 
between such things as a Sydney View and 
a Triangular Cape,” which seems to be a 
self-evident fact, but surely “  comparison” 
between these things is possible, if only to 
show what very different results can be pro
duced by the same method of engraving.

I have nothing whatever to say against 
“  the comparative method of investigation,”  
as advocated by the writer o f the article in 
question and by other authorities, but it 
may be extended a good deal furthef than 
the article appears to contemplate, and even 
then will not cover the whole range of 
philatelic study. And in quoting authorities 
it is well to see the connection in which 
their remarks have been made. The writer 
sa y s :—

“ Among the older school of distinguished 
philatelists there is only one who has ventured to 
tackle any of the wider sciences which Philately 
fortunately embraces. We refer of course to Mr. 
E. D. Bacon and we take the liberty of quoting

from his introduction to the science in question.
* The more experience we gain in the classification 
of stamps, the more do we become convinced of 
the superiority of what has been called the com- 

'parative method of investigation over any other 
that confines research to any particular country.’ ”

Now in the first place (though this is 
quite a minor point) these words are not 
those of Mr. Bacon alone, who would be the 
first to disclaim sole credit for them ; they 
occur in an article “  B y  E. H. Napier and
E . D. Bacon,”  two o f our older philatelists, 
who have ventured to tackle with some 
measure of success a few of the most difficult 
problems of Philately ; and in the second 
place, the words occur in the introduction 
to their “  Papers on Perforations,”  in Stanley 
Gibbons M onthly Jo u rn a l, a branch of phil
atelic study which can hardly be termed 
one “  of the wider sciences,” but to which 
the comparative method is eminently appli
cable.

It is pretty generally acknowledged that 
the study of perforations, and the listing of 
minor varieties of them, have been indulged 
in to an extent that is by no means justi
fied by their real philatelic interest and 
importance ; and no one has done more 
than Messrs. Napier and Bacon in the 
direction of simplifying the study and re
ducing the lists to their proper proportions. 
The comparative method has produced such 
results as this : Certain stamps of a  certain 
country or colony may have been closely 
studied, years ago, by a careful philatelist, 
who measured their perforations and re
corded them as gauging 11£  ; certain stamps 
of another country or colony may have been 
similarly studied by another careful philate
list, and were described as perf. 12. The 
stamps were accordingly catalogued for 
many years, on very good authority in each 
case, as perf. t i j  and perf. 12 respectively ; 
but “ comparison” eventually showed that 
the perforations were identically the same, 
and investigation proved perhaps that they 
were produced by the same firm and per
forated by the very same machine, or that 
the machines used were made by the same 
manufacturers and had the same gauge. 
The perforation was not quite regular ; it 
was not exactly either 1 1 $  or 12 ; it was 
equally correct to call it either the one or 
the other, but it was not correct to call it 
1 i j  in one place and 12  in another, and thus 
to suggest that the two perforations were 
different.

Such errors as this have been corrected 
by the application of the comparative method 
to the study o f perforations, as advocated by 
Messrs. Napier and Bacon in their papers 
on that subject, and this would seem to 
suggest the arrangement of a  collection of 
stamps by their perforations. But the article 
I am considering appears to maintain that
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the only scientific arrangement is under the 
different methods of engraving. It says:—

*' Many years ago a very small step in a 
scientific direction was made by keeping the 
British line-engraved stamps separate from the 
surface-printed. We have not heard of any 
harm coming from this appalling novelty, and 
are astounded that it has gone no further. Look 
at Bahamas with the shilling green first of all 
scattered among the line-engraved, and then 
plumped in the middle of the unappropriated 
plate series ! Could anything be more hopeless ? ”

But what is the matter with this arrange
ment? This shilling stamp appears first 
among the other stamps printed by Messrs. 
De La Rue &  Co. on paper watermarked 
Crown and C C, perf. 12 then among the 
same stamps perf. 14, and finally among the 
stamps (all o f them surface-printed this 
time) on paper watermarked Crown and C A. 
It seems fairly logical.

The fact is that Philately is not the study 
of methods of engraving and printing, or of 
papers and watermarks, or o f perforations, 
but o f Stam ps; and the philatelist studies 
these matters in connection with and as 
applied to Stamps. He may, of course, if 
he chooses, confine his attention to line- 
engraved stamps, or to surface-printed 
stamps, or to lithographed stamDs, or to 
embossed stamps, and no doubi a very 
interesting collection or exhibition might be 
arranged upon any one of these lines ; but 
I do not know that it would necessarily be 
more interesting or more scientific than one 
of the more usual nature.

After all there is still something to be 
said for the good old plan, by which stamps 
are classified first under the country in 
which they were issued, and then under 
the date of their issue, which at least gives 
some scope for the historical method, which 
is believed to have some merits. It should 
be sufficiently scientific to treat these little 
pieces of paper, not as specimens of engrav
ing and printing, which they were never 
intended to be, but as Government Labels, 
produced for certain uses, with designs that 
were considered to be more or less appro
priate to such uses, with such safeguards as 
were considered necessary, and means of 
separation that were found convenient.

Reviews
By E. B. EVANS
"Histoire des Timbres-Poste Fran^ais”
I  H A V E received from the firm of Maury, 

Paris, the second part of the great work 
upon the Postage Stamps of France, 

upon which the late Monsieur Arthur Maury 
was engaged down to the time of his death 
at the end of last year. I had the pleasure

Different designs have been adopted, and 
different methods have been employed for 
producing the desired results, but in no case 
for the mere purpose of illustrating those 
methods. The object has always been the 
production of the label best suited for the 
purpose for which it was intended, even 
though that object may have been no more 
worthy a one than the extraction of cash 
from the pockets of collectors.

The collector who confines his attention 
to the stamps of a single country may surely, 
to use the words of the definition that I 
have previously quoted, gain “  the knowledge 
of a lot o f facts which are related to each 
other and occupy definite positions as re
gards the whole.” He may compare the 
stamps of one issue with those of another; 
he may study the various methods of pro
duction that have been employed, and, 
which in the case of stamps is I think more 
important still, the reasons which have led 
to the various issues or to the changes that 
have been made. And in so studying his 
stamps he will gradually make good his 
claim to be called a Philatelist, a  follower of 
“ The Science of Philately.” It is true that 
he will do better if he extends his studies so 
as to include the stamps of more than one 
country, and regards his collection as a 
whole and not as separate collections of the 
stamps of different countries. It is in this 
respect that collectors of the older school, 
who commenced in the days when general 
collecting was the rule and not the excep
tion, have so great an advantage over their 
younger brethren, who had to limit their 
collections in one way or another almost 
from the beginning. Specialism has, un
fortunately, become a painful necessity for 
the philatelist o f the present day, and each 
of us is bound to believe that the particular 
speciality, to which he is for the time de
voted, is the best and most interesting of 
a l l ; but it is wiser not to assert that no other 
speciality is worthy of attention, or that no 
method of study other than our own is 
scientific, because, .while it is quite impos
sible that we can all of us be right in making 
this claim, it is more than probable that we 
may all be wrong.

of reviewing the first part o f this book 
three-quarters of a year ago, and o f point
ing out what an invaluable work it was, 
both for the student of French stamps 
and for philatelists generally ; the publica
tion of Part II has, no doubt, been delayed 
to some extent by the untimely death of
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its principal author, but it has suffered no 
diminution either o f the thoroughness with 
which the work has been carried out, or in 
lavishness of illustration and excellence of 
production.

Chronological order is adhered to for the 
most part. Thus Part I having completed 
the history of the adhesives of the 1876 type, 
Part 11 commences with the Pneumatic Post 
of Paris, 1879, etc., with its various reduc
tions of tariffs and extensions of limits, the 
latter indicated by maps upon the cards and 
letter cards. These articles of stationery 
are among the most curious and interesting 
of their kind, and although they bear the 
word “ Telegramme,” which perhaps ac
counts for their being so much neglected 
by collectors, they are practically postal, 
being delivered to the addressees like ordi
nary post and letter cards.

After these, for some reason which is not 
quite apparent, come the post and letter 
cards of 1878, followed by the envelopes 
and wrappers with the 1876 type of stamp, 
which did not appear until 1882.

After chapters dealing with the Postage 
Due stamps of 1881, etc., telephone tickets, 
forgeries, reprints, and curiosities o f various 
kinds, a  fully illustrated account is given 
of the abortive competition of 1892-94, which 
produced nothing that was found suitable, 
though some handsome as well as many 
curious designs were submitted. Then we 
have the issue of 1900, in designs which 
have already been condemned, and not un
justly s o ; and the history is brought fully 
up to date by a detailed account of the Sower 
type, with all the varied tinkering at it, 
which is probably not yet completed.

Upon whom the mantle of the late M. 
Maury has fallen I know not, and so long as 
he desires to preserve his anonymity it is 
not for any one to inquire, but both this book 
and the current volume of L e Collectionneur 
tie Tim bres-Poste show that the work of 
the old philatelist, whose loss we all de
plored, is being worthily carried on. His 
successor has also inherited the wonderful 
capacity for producing beautiful books at 
a marvellously cheap price. How the firm 
can manage to sell a fine philatelic work, 
of nearly 650 pages, printed on sufficiently 
good paper, and adorned with fourteen full- 
page plates and over 800 other illustrations, 
ipr the small sum of fo u r  shillin gs, is a 
question which 1 do not pretend to be able 
to answer. I can only recommend my readers 
to buy copies before the publishers find out 
their mistake, and raise the price from five 
francs to fifty. I

* £ *

Hinton’s “  Hints on Stamp-Collecting”
I a m  indebted to Mr. Hinton for a  copy of 
the third edition of this little book, which

*85

has evidently been of much service to young 
collectors. It has grown a good deal, in 
length, breadth, and thickness, since the 
first edition was published (how long ago 
I cannot say, for there was no date on the 
title page), but it is still a handy little 
volume, containing a large amount o f useful 
information in a concentrated form — not 
perhaps the entire Ox in a Teacup, but as 
much as the budding philatelist can be ex
pected to digest.

From a  terribly long list of Commemora
tive Issues, occupying nearly four pages, it 
is quite a shock to learn that, with the excep
tion of the United States Centennial en
velopes of 1876, the first of these pernicious 
productions were the Guildhall Card and the 
Rowland Hill Envelope issued in this country 
in 1890. 1 still think that the Jubilee of
Penny Postage gave a fair excuse for an 
issue of this nature, but if philatelists o f that 
date had known to what an extent the bad 
example was to be followed, those two little 
articles o f stationery would have been rigidly 
boycotted—even as it is some of us regret 
our investments in those envelopes !

A third edition naturally affords but little 
opening for criticism, but I have spotted one 
or two little defects, which will doubtless not 
be found in the next issue. Under Reprints 
1 notice that only the J  a., J  a., and 1 a. of 
Bamra, 1889, are listed; the higher values 
unfortunately also exist in that form. Under 
the same heading, it would be well to state 
more clearly that the sheets of “ New South 
Wales, 1851 ” (this should be “ 1853”), which 
came on the market some years ago, are un
doubtedly reprints, made privately; from the 
description given it would seem to be still 
possible that they were “ genuine remain
ders.” Their origin has been fully estab
lished, though perhaps we have not got all 
the details of their history. A more serious 
mistake is the repetition of the extraordinary 
fable about the “ Post Office” Mauritius, to 
the effect that “ very few were used, when the 
error ‘ Post Office’ instead of ‘ Post Paid’ was 
discovered and corrected and the remainder 
were destroyed.” There is no foundation 
whatever for this tale ; there is no record of 
any objection being made to the inscription 
“ Post Office,” and it was distinctly stated in 
an official letter, which has been published 
more than once, that “  so desirous were the 
public o f availing of them, particularly for 
town letters, that in a few days they were all 
disposed of.” A misprint on the same page 
gives 2d. (instead of 4d.) as the higher value 
of the Cape of Good Hope provisionals of 
“  1862 ” ; this date should be “ 1861,” and the 
plates should be described as “  stereotyped,” 
instead of “ electrotyped” (the latter error 
occurs also in another work, where I hope to 
see it corrected).
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Exhibition of 1909
By E. B. EVANS

IT  is unlikely that any of the readers of 
this magazine will overlook the fact that 
an Exhibition of Stamps is to be held at 

Manchester in February next, still, lest they 
should forget to send in their applications 
for space or their contributions towards the 
expenses, it may be well to give them 
a reminder.

Under the management of the Manchester 
branch of the Junior Philatelic Society the 
Exhibition is sure to be a success ; those of 
us who began collecting so long ago as 1899, 
know what Manchester Philatelists can do in 
the Exhibition way, while collectors of even 
more recent date may have witnessed the 
triumphs of the Junior Philatelic Society in 
the same direction. The results of a com
bination of Manchester and Junior should 
be even better worth seeing.

The Exhibition is to be worked on the 
same lines as that arranged by the Junior 
Society in London this y e a r ; that is to say, it 
is to be non-competitive and there is to be 
no charge for admission. The non-competi
tive principle should result in the bringing 
together of a very complete collection of the 
stamps of all nations, without too many 
duplicate exhibits ; while the absence of any 
charge for admission should ensure a good 
attendance of visitors, though philatelists 
require no such inducement.

One result, however, o f free admission is 
that the necessary expenses of the Exhibition 
have to be met from other sources, and those 
who are of opinion that a good show is worth 
paying for may be safely recommended to 
send their contributions to the Honorary 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Committee, 
Mr. J .  K. M. Albrecht, Exhibition Offices, 
9 Albert Square, Manchester. The smallest 
contributions will be thankfully received, and 
rhe largest will not be refused. A  curious 

[| tumour reached the press some time back, 
To the effect that the Committee had already 
obtained all the funds they required. It did 
not sound very like ly ; who ever heard of an 
Exhibition Committee that had got all the 
money it could do with ? A s a  matter of fact, 
the Committee had not then, apparently, 
commenced sending round the hat, and that 
was perhaps the cause of the rumour referred 
to. The only list o f subscriptions that has 
yet been published is a very short one, but 
now that the Philatelic Season has well 
begun, and collectors begin to realize that the 
date of the Exhibition is drawing near, no 
doubt the list will lengthen rapidly.

It is also proposed to take advantage of 
the collection of Collectors as well as of 
Stamps that will be gathered together, by

holding a Philatelic Congress at Manchester 
during the days that the Exhibition is open 
(February 18th, 19th, and 20th, 1909), and 
thus to kill two birds with one stone, and 
prevent the assembled Philatelists from 
being idle and getting into mischief. Con
sidering the great number of enthusiastic 
Stamp Collectors that are to be found in 
these islands, it is curious that no such 
Congress should have taken place here 
befqre, but it seems that such is the case. 
Manchester has quite recently been blessed 
or otherwise with or by a Congress of a 
somewhat different nature, so should know 
how to deal with such things, but a Phila
telic Congress is a novelty that will require 
special treatment. It will be interesting to 
learn what the Programme is to be, and 
what special matters are to be laid before it 
for discussion. The difficult problems of 
the Near East will probably have been 
settled by that time, one way or the other, 
possibly with some philatelic results. 
“  Liberty” to collect whatever the collector 
pleases will of course be fully recognized, 
and there will be no necessity for “  Licens
ing” Bills. Women will no doubt be allowed 
votes, on the same condition as men, namely, 
that they are Stamp Collectors; while the 
question o f unemployment cannot possibly 
arise (Satan has no chance of finding mis
chief for the Philatelist, whose hands are 
never idle). In fact a  Philatelic Congress 
is sure to be a model in every respect of 
what a Congress should be ; whatever ques
tions may be raised, they will be discussed 
in the friendliest manner possible, without 
interruption from either Suffragette or 
Socialist; labour will not be entirely unac
companied by refreshment, and pleasure and 
profit will be the result.

T H E  K I N G ’S  O W N  
P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M

This Album has been specially designed for 
those collectors who either commence a collection 
with the Postage Stamps of King Edward V II, or 
who collect these stamps as a supplement to a 
General Collection. The King's Own Album con
tains 100 pages of heavy white plate paper out
lined with a neat border of neutral grey, with 
quadrille background inside the grey border, and 
name space at the top of each page. Exact size 
of leaves from the outer edge, 73x9^; available 
for mounting stamps, 6£x8t. The title-page is 
printed in the Royal Colours, with the King's 
Cypher Monogram and Crown. Strongly bound 
in cloth, bevelled boards, with the Official Cypher 
Monogram and Crown in gold on cover.

Post-free, 8 s .; abroad, 8s. qd.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.. 
yys Strand, London, W.C.
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Deio l$$ue$ and Discoveries
/ should bo most grateful I f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 

Issues of stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at ones'tf 
desired, together with stamp for postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILUP8, 801 Strand, London, W.O.

Brazil.—Mr. C. C. Tait has shown us a 
variety, the 200 reis, Die II, of the 1900-4 
issue, perforated exactly I 2 fc. This perforation 
has not been known up to the present in the re- 
engraved set, although a 100 r. compound per
foration is listed as No. 322a in the Catalogue.

For illustration and description of Die II, see 
Catalogue (illustration C).

4*
1900-4 . Type 4*. re-engraved. P er/. 12$ to 14. 

318^)200 r., blue (II).

* Dominica. — Several journals chronicle the 
issue of the id. and 2&d. in Postal Union colours.

9
1908. Type 9. Wmk. M ultiple Crown C A. Pet/. 14* 

44|id., carmine.
4 S l? id . ,  b lue .

German P.O /s in the Levant.—The set over
printed in centimes is evidently for general use 
in the Levant offices. Mr. H. M. Spiers sends 
us a copy of the 5 c. with Jerusalem postmark, 
and says that he also has the 25 c. on 20 pf. 
bearing a similar postmark. If the latter were 
used on a letter, it does not, according to Foreign 
Notes (G.S. W. , No. 196), seem to be the cheapest 
method of franking.

Italy.—Several of our continental contempor
aries mention the issue of a “ foreign express 
delivery’* stamp, but none seem quite clear as to 
its use. * It may be akin to the 18 c. Mauritius, 
which, we believe, ensures the delivery a little 
earlier, in the country of destination, of a letter 
bearing such a stamp.

Our own Post Office Jinc ertakes the same ser
vice both at home ana abroad, but ordinary 
postage stamps are found quite sufficient for this 
service, and we cannot believe that special 
stamps are absolutely necessary, at least from a 
strictly utilitarian point of view.

Reference to the arrangements of the British 
Post Office for this service will be found on 
pages 34 and 71 of the Post Office Guide, where 
it is explained that letters and parcels sent by 
“ Express Delivery,”  and on which a special fee 
of 3d. has been prepaid, such fee being repre
sented by postage stamps, will be delivered by 
special messenger as soon as received at the 
distributing office of destination.
- We have now received a copy of the Express 
label which we illustrate and chronicle below.

FoREtCH E xpress  L e t t e r  St a m p . Type $s. H ead, 
• ' Unione Postale U n iv e rs a le a n d  ** E x p r f s i n  
second colour. Wmk. Croton, T  ype 7, tw ice sideways. 
P e rf. 14.

902)30 c., blue and rose.

Italian Somaliland.—A correspondent kindly 
points out an error in our Catalogue. Nos. 13, 
14, and 15 are not overprinted with Type 5 as 
stated, but with Type 4. Collectors will do well 
to note this, otherwise they may think stamps 
tearing such overprints are new varieties.

Jaipur.—With reference to the $ a., pert I2 j 
(not 12), to which we alluded in our number for 
22 August, Major Evans writes further, as fol
lows: “ Since-my return home I have examined 
my Jaipur stamps, which I had not got with me 
when you showed me the J  a., perf. 12J, and I 
find that two single-line machines must have been 
used for the stamps of 1904, J  a., I a. (and prob- 
ably the 2 a. also). In two long lines of holes, 
on a vertical strip of eight stamps, I find that the 
gauge varies no more than from l l {  to 12, never 
exceeding 12 and more often slightly under that 
gauge; this strip is also perf. 12 horizontally, 
except between the seventh and eighth stamps in 
the strip, where the perforation is clearly 12J. 
The same thing occurs in two blocks of four of 
the I a., from the right and left lower corners of 
sheets (not, I think, the same sheet), the last hori
zontal row but one of the perforations gauging 
12}, while all the others, vertical and horizontal, 
gauge 12.

“  The copies you showed me were perf. 12J all 
round, and I have a similar specimen on an entire 
envelope, used in December, 1904; therefore it is 
evident the 12 and 12$ should go together, not 
the 12 } and 13 J, as I thought at first.”

t
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Maidive Islands.—According to the Indian 
and Cingalese newspapers, negotiations are com
plete for an issue of new stamps for this de
pendency of Ceylon. Some time, however, 
must elapse before they can be issued, as the 
order for the stamps has only just been sent to 
England. The values are to lie 2 cM 3 c.( 5 c., 
and 10 c., and the design is to show “ a view of 
the minaret standing opposite the Mahomedan 
mosque at Male, the capital of the Maldives. 
The original is 50 feet in height, and is said to 
be 800 years old. The letterpress on the stamps 
will be in English and Arabic.”

Paraguay.—Three new varieties have reached 
us, two of them being unsurcharged postage 
stamps of the current type, and one a provisional 
formed by overprinting an Official stamp.

39

1908. Type 39. Colours changed. P et/, n i ,  12.

i2id|6o c., orange-brown. 
x2i£|6oc , pink.

Habflitado en

5
CENTAVO S

44

1908. Type 66 surcharged tts Type 44, in  black.
5 c. on 60 c., pink.

Persia.— We are indebted to Mr. E. W. 
Arnold for the sight of three varieties of this 
country which are not included in our Catalogue. 
The last two do not call for comment, but the 
first is rather interesting. Apparently the sheet 
of paper is printed in two operations; first with 
a ground colour of blue, a white space of just 
the right sire and shape being left to receive the 
black medallion, and at the same time as the 
blue ground is printed, a blue network is im
pressed in such a position that the btack lion 
and figure of value will fall upon it. In the 
variety we have before us the second printing was 
evidently done with the prepared sheet imterted’ 
as the medallion does not correspond to the 
space left for its reception in the centre of the 
blue network.

4
1879-80. Type 4. Design in  black, (d ) Im perf. 

V ariety. Design inverted.
87^5 krM blue.

V ariety. Double im pression 0 / stam p.
338a|ia ch., blue.

Type 34 overprinted w ith Arm s as Type *9/', in  purple. 
Im perf.

33^15 ch., red.

Roumania.—We have received three more 
values of the 1908 set.

37
1908. Type 37. P er/. i\ \ t o r o r compound.

490(40 b., green.
492 1 I., brown.
493I 2 1., red.

St. Kitts-Nevis.—The $d. printed all in one 
colour has been announced several times lately in 
the continental journals, but we had reason to 
believe that such announcements were made on 
the strength of specimen copies only. L e Timbre- 
Poste (10.08) now states that this stamp has 
actually been issued.

1908. Type x. Wmk. M ultiple Crown C  A. P erJ. 14. 
19I Id., green, Q-

Printed by W . B ksm don  & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, St a n le y  G ibbo n s, Ltd., 39s Strand, Londoo.W.C.
3t October, 1908.
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Countries of the tUorld
By W. PERCY BARNSDALL 
Germany— continued 

German Post O ffic e s  Abroad 
China t

A C C O R D IN G  to a list lately given in the 
B erlin er B r ie f m ar ken-Zeitung^ Ger- 

'*■ ■*" many has offices opened at the follow
ing treaty ports or towns in China : Amoy, 
Canton, Chifu, Ching-kiang, Chin-ngau-fu, 
Foochow, Hankow, Itschang, Nanking, 
Peking, Shanghai, Swatau, Tientsin, and 
Weihsien. Topographical details are scarcely 
needed, for particulars of most of these places 
were given m the article on “  French Offices 
in China ” o f this series.

The earliest offices were those of Shanghai, 
opened 16 August, 1886; Tientsin, opened 
1 April, 1893; and Chifu, opened in 1895. 
The office at Hankow was opened 1 April, 
19CO, and that at Foochow a little later.

At Shanghai the German stamps of 1880 
and 1889, and at Tientsin and Chifu those o f 
1889, were used without overprint till about 
the end of 1897, when overprinted stamps 
were introduced.

The German post offices in China are 
under the control o f the “ Ober Postdirection” 
(Chief Postal Administration) at Bremen. 
Their history is somewhat bound up with 
that of the German colony o f Kiautschou.

The first issue was at the end of 1897 or 
beginning o f 1898, when German stamps of 
the numeral and Eagle types of 1889 were 
overprinted “ China” in black. German 
collectors divide these stamps according to 
the slope of the oilerprint, and make two 
chief sets, one with‘ “ China”  sloping at an 
angle of 45°, and the other at an angle of 56°, 
the former being much the scarcer. The 
Catalogue follows this arrangement also, but 
for general collectors one set is sufficient.

1897. Germ an stamps o f 1889 overprinted in  black.

3 p f., brown

Unused.
t. d.

♦ 0  3

Used. 
/. d. 
O 4

5 „  green 0 4 °  5
10 , ,  carm ine . • 0  5 0 6
20 », ultram arine . 0  9 0 8
25 „  oran ge . 1 6 2 6
50 , ,  ch o co la te . . t 6 * 3

About this time Kiautschou became a 
German colony and the above stamps were 
used there until a special issue was provided. 
Such use can be determined by the post
marks “ Tsingtau,” “ Tsintau,” o r “ Tsintau- 
fort.”

At the end of June, 1900, the post office at 
Foochow ran short of 5 pf. stamps, and the 
postmaster surcharged some of the above- 
mentioned 10 pf. stamps. There were really 
two issues—one made between 5th and 10th 
July, 1900, and a second one during a few 
days in the middle of November of the same 
year. Both issues were produced by the 
same single handstamp, cut in wood, and 
made locally for the purpose, and the sur
charge was affixed to each single stamp by 
the Post Office officials themselves when 
stamps o f s pf. were required by the public 
during those two periods. Altogether be
tween forty and fifty sheets o f one hundred 
stamps each were surcharged.
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5 p f
July-November, 1900. Foochow P rovisional 

Stam p o f last issue surcharged in  black.
Unused. Used, 
x. d. x. d.

5 pf. on 10 pf., carmine . 40 o 20 o

The next stamps are quite the scarcest of 
any German colonial or foreign office issue, 
and for some time some discredit was 
thrown upon their bona-fidcs, but they are 
undoubtedly all right. It appears that the 
field post offices of the German forces at the 
time of the Hoxer troubles had a supply of 
the “ Germania” stamps. When the forces 
were withdrawn the remainder of this 
supply was distributed amongst the North 
China offices. The postmaster at Tientsin 
felt it his duty to overprint these with the 
word “ China,” for much the same reason as 
that given for the issue of the first over
printed issue of German Levant, viz. to pre
vent speculation. The nominal value of th.e 
Chinese dollar as regards the sale of German 
stamps was M.2.50, but as the actual value 
was only about M.2 a considerable saving 
could be effected by buying the said stamps 
without overprint and using them for re
mittances to Germany.

Anyway, the quantities in brackets were 
overprinted singly by means of a handstamp 
cut in wood. The overprint resembles the 
56° “  China ” of the first issue, and can, of 
course, be distinguished by being on a 
different type of stamp. Care should be 
taken to buy these stamps from a reliable 
source, as good forgeries are about. The 
Catalogue lists a  40 pf. as well, but it is not 
known what number of these was over
printed ; indeed, it is said that such stamps 
w'ere not issued under proper authority.

1900. Tientsin P rovisionals. “  Germ ania "  type o f  
Germ an stamps handstam ped “ China," in  black.

Unused, 
x. d.

3 (pf.), brown (tooo)
5

20 „
30 .» 
40 „

£

. 30 o
green (2000). . . 23 o
carmine (4000). . . 50 o
blue (2000) * 60 o
blk. and orange on b u ff (300)^10 

„  carmine (300)
,, lilac on buff($>o)
„  carmine on rose (300) —

Used, 
x. d. 
25 o 
20 o 
30 o 
40 o 

£ »

150 o

During the same year a proper supply of 
the new stamps was sent to the German 
offices, the overprint being horizontal. The

following list of the issue calls for no com
ment :—

China
1900. Germ an stampsy inscribed R E I C H S P O S T , 

overprinted horizontally in  black.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
3 (pf.), brown . . . .
5 » green...............................

1 0  , , carmine .
2 0  , , ultramarine

black and orange on yellow
30 „ ,, .. b u ff .
4 0 ,, carmine
50 „ ,, lilac on b u ff
80 „ ,, carmine on rose

1  m., carm ine . . . .
2 m. b l u e ...............................
3 m., violet-black . 
5 m., lake and black

o 2 

o  3  
o  3
0 6
1 o 
o 10
0  10
1 o
1 6
2  6  
4 o 
6 o

1 8  o

o 2 
o 2 
°  3
0 4
1 o 
1 o 
I o
1 3
2 o
3  o
4 0 

10 o 
20 o

Similarly to the Levant issue when the 
D E U T SC H E S R EIC H  stamps were put into 
use, the overprinting was of a different 
character, being in fancy type.

*  *  *  *

3 Cent 3

1905. Germ an stamps, inscribed d eu t sc h es  REICH, 
overprinted in  black; the 3 m. in  red.

1 c. on 3 (pf.), brown .
2 c. on 5 ,, green .
4 c. on 10 ,, carmine

10 c. on 20 ,, ultramarine .
20 c. on 40 ,, black and carmine
40 c. on 80 ,, black and carmine

on ro se .......................................
£ dol. on t m.t carmine .
1 „  on 2 m., blue

tj » on 3 m.t violet-black .
2$ t, on 5 m., lake and black

Unused. Used.
X. d. X. d.
0 1 0 1
0 1 0 1
0 2 0 3
0 4 0 4
0 8 0 8

1 3 I 3
2 6 2 6

3 6 3 6

4 0
2 0 0

So far only a few values, as follows, have 
been seen with the “  Lozenge ” watermark. 
Evidently German stamps are not used so 
quickly in China as nearer home.

1906-7. A s last, but wmk. Lozenges.

1 c. on 3 (pf.), brown

Unused, 
x. d.
O 1

Used.
So d. 
O t

£ dol. on 1 m., carmine . t 6 1 6
1 ,, on 2 m., blue 2 9 —

„  on 5 m., lake and black 6 6 —
{T o t*  eontinned.)

PLBASB NOTB
The Prices quoted la  tbe foregoing article are takea from oar publishers * latest Stock Books, and 
an, therefore, tbe Price* at which Stanley Olbboas, Ltd., will have pleasure la eapptylag eey 
of tbe etemp* tbet mey be aeeded by any of our readen.
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Topical Dotes
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS
Bargains

WHO amongst us, be he dealer or 
collector, does not feel a thrill of 
pleasure when, by means of his 

superior knowledge, he has picked up a real 
bargain ?

Collectors sometimes say to me, “  Oh, 
bargains ! No chance now. The good old 
days are dead j ” Well, perhaps so, and a 
good job too; but I can safely avow that 
those who study their stamps and read up 
all they can on their pet countries will be 
constantly finding bargains.

I believe that I am supposed to know 
something about the value of stamps, but 
owing to the great field of knowledge that is 
open to the specialist, and to the rush of 
business which leaves little time to the 
dealer for study, I am constantly making 
serious errors by pricing stamps under their 
true value, and only quite lately I have had 
two examples brought home to me.

The other day, in picking over a big col
lection, I bought a specially fine copy of a 
circular British Guiana of 1850. 1 passed
this on to a client as a fine shade at, I think, 
a price of £ 35 . Next day he brought it in 
to me and asked me to look at it again. I 
did so, and found it to be a very rare type, a 
variety well known, and which I had looked 
for for years and never found; and alas 1 at 
last, when I had bought one, I had passed it 
on at the normal price. I asked my friend 
if he would take £ 5 0  profit, but it was no 
go ; he thought the variety was worth £ 200, 
and from its rarity I dare say it is.

Another case occurs to me that happened 
last year. In the Mann Collection of Aus
trian stamps I priced a certain variety at 
£20 , and it was purchased by a well-known 
Parisian collector. Some months later I 
learnt how exceedingly rare this variety was, 
and I asked my client if he cared to let me 
have it back at £ 10 0 —five times what it 
cost!—but he would not p a rt; he had col
lected and specialized in Austrian stamps 
for over thirty years and had never before 
met with that particular variety, and having 
obtained it, he meant to stick to it.

Another bargain we sold some time' ago. 
The tale is rather against me, but it is too 
good to keep.

A  well-known authority on Greek stamps 
called at our shop aikd wanted to see me. I 
was engaged for the moment, and he asked 
if he might look over our stock of Greece.

Shortly afterwards he was shown up to 
my room, and after some chat, produced a 
fine and rare variety of a  Greek stamp, and

said, “  Here, Phillips, 1 think you have been 
looking for a mint copy of this stamp [the 
20 lepta, blue, void corners]. Do you care 
to take this for £ 3 ? ”

1 agreed to do so, and said, “  It is a 
beauty. Where did you pick it u p ?”

“ Oh," said my friend, “ while I was wait
ing I went over your Greek stock book, 
and picked this out of the ordinary ones at 
5s. 1 ”

The subject of bargains is always an in
teresting one, and I feel sure that many of 
my readers might send in examples of luck 
that they have had in forming their collec
tions. I should be very glad to receive any 
details, and if of interest to publish same in 
due course.

Death of Mr. J . W . Paul
IT is  with the most sincere regret that I 
have to report the death of Mr. J. W. Paul, 
one of the oldest collectors, and probably 
the second largest, in America.

At the end of September Mr. Paul, who 
had been in bad health for over a year, went 
to Hot Springs, Va., and a few days later, 
when in the dining-room at the Homestead 
Hotel, was stricken with apoplexy and 
died three hours later.

For more than twenty years Mr. Paul had 
been an enthusiastic stamp collector, and 
for over fifteen years I had known him 
personally and had had many important 
deals with him, and 1 am indebted to his 
kind introduction for some of the most 
valued clients' I have in the United States.

Mr. Paul collected stamps of all the 
world, and most countries were pretty well 
specialized ; for instance, he had completed 
his plates of Sydneys, id. and 4d. T as
mania, most of the Mauritius, Nevis, etc. 
etc. In rarities he was practically complete 
in all the standard things, with the ex
ception, I think, of the id. and 2d. Mauritius 
“ Post Office’’ and the 2 c., rose, British 
Guiana. Some fifteen years ago he secured 
most o f the gems from the large general 
collection of Mr. C. Howard Colket, of 
Philadelphia: from this source he obtained 
the set o f four Hawaii Missionary stamps 
for less than £200 the set, and many of his 
rarities were bought at similarly low prices.

I had the pleasure of spending several 
very enjoyable evenings with Mr. Paul 
in Philadelphia in 1895 and 1900,' and a 
more charming and lovable man I never 
met.

Some ten or twelve years ago Mr. Paul 
informed me that he had left his collection
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o f  s ta m p s  to  th e  D re x e l In s t itu te  o f  P h i la 
d e lp h ia , a n d  n o w  th e  U n it e d  S t a te s  w ill 
p o s s e s s  fo r  e v e r  a  r e a l ly  fin e  c o lle c tio n  o f  
th e  w o r ld ’s p o s ta g e  s ta m p s  fro m  18 4 0  to 
1 goo.

In  U n ite d  S t a te s  M r. P a u l ’s c o lle c tio n  
w a s  a lm o st  c o m p le te , a n d  in th e  C o n 
fe d e ra te  S ta te s  w a r  is s u e s  h e  p o s se ss e d  
a  su p e rb  lo t, m o st  o f  th e m  c o m in g  fro m  
fa m o u s  o ld  c o lle c tio n s .

M r. P a u l w a s  b ro th e r- in - la w  to  M r. 
W il lia m  W a ld o r f  A s to r , w h o  m a rr ie d  h is  
s is te r .

B o rn  f ifty -e ig h t  y e a r s  a g o , M r. P a u l w a s  
a  m e m b e r  o f  o n e  o f  P h ila d e lp h ia ’ s  m o st 
p ro m in e n t  fa m ilie s . H e  w a s  a  so n -in -la w  
o f  th e  la te  A n th o n y  J .  D re x e l .  B e s id e s  
b e in g  in te re ste d  in  v a r io u s  b a n k in g  e n te r 
p r is e s , h e  w a s  d e e p ly  in te re s te d  in  m a n y  
P h ila d e lp h ia  o rg a n iz a t io n s  a n d  so c ie t ie s . 
H e  w a s  p re s id e n t  o f  th e  D r e x e l In st itu te  
a n d  o f  th e  H o rt ic u ltu ra l S o c ie t y  o f  P h i la 
d e lp h ia . H e  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  D r e x e l  a n d  
C o ., o f  P h ila d e lp h ia , o f  J .  P . M o rg a n  a n d  
C o ., o f  N e w  Y o r k ,  a n d  o f  M o r g a n , H a r je s ,  
a n d  C o ., o f  P a r is .

Anonymous or Pseudonymous Articles 
Often  appear in the philatelic as well as in 
the general press, and I think that all such 
articles should be read more carefully than 
any others by the editors o f journals.

The writer who boldly signs his correct 
name to his writings is the person that the 
editor of a paper prefers to deal with. His 
readers will look at the name of the author, 
and the arguments and remarks in his 
articles will be considered according to the 
standing of the w riter; but where a pseu
donym has been adopted, collectors, the 
younger especially, may and 1 think often 
do, accept such article as containing the 
views and opinions of the publishers.

In the case of anonymous articles I think 
that they are usually looked upon as being 
the work of the editorial staff.

In some cases pseudonyms are very useful 
to -the editor. I know of more than one 
paper in which a  prolific writer uses at least 
six different pseudonyms ! 1! But I am sure 
such articles do not carry as much weight 
as if the writer signed his own well-known 
patronymic to each.

In future I shall esteem it a favour if  all 
writers o f articles in this paper will be good 
enough to allow their names to be attached 
to their articles.

Bulgaria Rarities
In  the Postage Stam p for 17  October Mr. 
Nankivell has a  short article on Bulgaria, a 
country which is much in the public eye at 
the present moment.

In referring to the 1882 issue he instances 
the 5 stotinki, rose (in colour of the 10 st)

a s  th e  one r a r ity  o f  th e  c o u n ty  [r/Vr], but he is 
p r o b a b ly  n o t a w a r e  th a t  B u lg a r ia  p o ssesses  
in  its  s ta m p s  tw o  o th e r  ra r it ie s  infinitely  
m o re  r a r e  th a n  th e  o n e  h e  m e n tio n s .

T h e  firs t  o f  th e s e  is o n e  th a t  recen tly  
p a s s e d  th ro u g h  o u r  h a n d s , a lth o u g h  not yet 
in  o u r  C a ta lo g u e , b u t  it is  in  th e  n e w  K ohl.
I re fe r  to  th e  18 7 9  issu e , 5 c ., b la c k  and 
o r a n g e , w ith  th e  background in verted . On 
th e  c o r re c t  s ta m p s  a  w h ite  s p a c e  is left 
v a c a n t  in  w h ic h  th e  lio n  is  p r in te d  in at the 
s e c o n d  p r in t in g . In  a t  le a s t  o n e  sh e e t  the 
p a p e r  w a s  tu rn e d  ro u n d , a n d  th e  lio n  does 
n o t fit in  c o r re c t ly  a n d  th e  s p a c e  le ft  fo r  his 
h e a d  a p p e a r s  b e tw e e n  th e  h in d  c la w s . T h is  
e r ro r  r a n k s  w ith  th e  fir s t  r a r it ie s  o f  E u ro p e .
I th in k  th a t  o n ly  th re e  c o p ie s  h a v e , at 
p re se n t , b e e n  fo u n d .

A n o th e r  g r e a t  r a r i t y  in  B u lg a r ia  is  the 
18 8 4  p ro v is io n a l “ 5 ”  in  black  o n  3 0  st. 
T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  fo rg e r ie s  o f  th is  r a r e  stam p, 
b u t I d o u b t i f  m o re  th a n  s ix  o r  seven 
g e n u in e  s p e c im e n s  o f  th is  s ta m p  a r e  know n.

Of the stamp mentioned by Mr. Nankivell 
as the rarity of the country certainly one 
hundred and probably two hundred are 
known. I know one dealer who has had thirty 
in his possession at one time.

Description of New Stock Books arranged
and priced during the last week

N atal.
A  F A IR L Y  good book of this interesting 
country. Among the embossed stamps of 
1857 there are a  number of nice ld.’s, 
amongst them being an envelope franked by 
four of the id ., buff, and three 3d., rose. 
There is also a 9d., blue, on letter with post
mark “ Cape Packet—Devonport Au. 31. 
i860.”

T h e  s ta m p s  o f  18 6 2 -6 7  a r e  e sp e c ia lly  
s t ro n g , o w in g  to  a  r e c e n t  p u r c h a s e  o f  a  fine 
lo t  o f  s ta m p s  o f  th a t  p e r io d

The provisionals o f 1869 are getting low, 
and we should like to see selections of 
fine copies on approval.

The later issues are all well represented.

St. H elena and H eligoland.
A fairly good book of two average selling 

countries. In St. Helena there are some . 
nice blocks of the early issues, and all the 
later issues are fairly represented. The 
Heligoland include some nice full sheets, a 
number of rare postmarks from the Breitfuss 
Collection, and a good general selection of 
all issues.

G ibraltar, Morocco Agencies, and Malta.
On making up this new book I am surprised 

to find how well the stamps of Gibraltar 
have sold during the past year ; in many 
varieties we are almost sold out, and want to 
purchase most of the early issues, both used
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and unused. The Malta are a good lot, and 
include a number of fine copies and some 
rare blocks.

F i j i  and Cook Islands,

The Fiji book has been arranged and 
numbered by a new list which will appear in 
the 1909 Catalogue, and which is based on 
the new Fiji handbook.

The stamps of the Tim es Express, and 
those with the overprint “ V .R .” in Gothic or 
Roman type, have been numbered with their 
respective positions on the plates.

This book contains a lot of fine stamps 
and many rare shades and some good blocks 
of four.

Trinidad.
A  fairly good lo t; the 1851 are strong, and 

include many good shades and extra fine 
specimens; in the 1852 issue there are 
fourteen of the blue lithographed stamps, 
including some of the very first printings. 
The no wmk. stamps are well represented by 
fine copies, and include some rarities. The 
later issues are fairly complete.

Western A u stralia.
Not at all a strong lot in the early issues. 

1 am surprised to see how the rarer stamps 
have sold out, and expect some difficulty 
in filling up with fine copies at fair prices. 
The later issues are very complete, only a 
few things missing in the minor varieties of 
perforations.

Speculation in the Levant
By FRANK PHILLIPS

S IG N O R  G L A V A N Y  has again written 
giving detailed information touching 
this scandalous piece of work.

First of all, in our issue o f 5 September, in 
the “  New Issues" columns,a note was pub
lished to the effect that a third issue of 
surcharged stamps (10 and 20 paras, 1 and 
2 piastres) was to be made, the 30 paras 
having already appeared at that time. It 
would now seem that the values mentioned 
have not been issued, probably owing to 

ressure brought to bear on the authorities 
y  speculators, who doubtlessly thought it 

too difficult to corner the projected quantities 
of low values.

Referring to an article facing page 224 
of our issue of 3 October, and again adopt
ing the continental nomenclature, not only 
have there been fourth  and fifth  printings of 
the 4 and 20 piastres, but also a sixth  
printing, dated 21 September !

It appears to me that, with the exception of 
the nine stamps listed in our issues of 11  J uly 
and 5 September, and possibly also four 
others referred to below, the whole lot are 
merely the result of frenzied speculation ; 
they do not appear to have been properly 
authorized, nor issued freely to the general 
public, notwithstanding an official communi
cation, emanating from the Italian Postal 
Administration, to the contrary.

As the various issues have become some
what involved, I have prepared a list showing 
(as far as I know) all the surcharges that 
have appeared up toithe present.

In this list I have prefixed an asterisk (*) 
to those stamps my publishers intend to in
clude in the next edition of their Catalogue. 
Four more have been marked +, and it is 
about these that I wish to say a few words.

I n the B erlin er Briefm arken-Zeitung  (15.
8. 08)—to which journal, by the way, I am 
indebted for most of the information con
tained in my reference list— I note that the 
4 piastres of the first issue was actually sold 
to the public by mistake at the Pera and 
Galata offices, between 6 and 12 June. Like
wise our contemporary assures us that the 2, 
4, and 20 piastres of the second issue were 
bought by many private persons at the post 
offices.

In the face of this information it would 
appear that these fo u r  varieties will also have 
to be awarded catalogue rank, making 
thirteen in all.

The numbers given in brackets indicate 
the number printed, as given by our con
temporary.

All the other stamps on this list, with the 
exception of the above-mentioned thirteen 
(and of course their minor varieties) may be 
considered as unauthorized and unissued.

37 3*

3®  39
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4° 34

In  the list below the fo llo w in g  stamps are 
surcharged thus a ll the way through :—

10 paras on 5 Type 37-
20 1 »> 10 c- „ 38.
30 *» it 15 c. „ 36

f 4° »» »* 25 c. „ 39-
\  I pias. ,, 25 C. 39-
f  80 paras „ 50 c. „ 40.
\  2 i» »» 5° C. it 40.

4 »» tt 1 lira ,, 34-
20 »» *» 5 lire t, 34-

2 0  P A R A
A

I. I June, 1908 (?). Local print. S u r
charged in  black as Type A (10 to 30 para), 
and somewhat as Type C fo r  piastre values, 
except that figu res o f value are much larger.

10 para on 5 c., green (1000).
20 ,, ,, 10 c., rose (1000).
30 „  „  15  c., slate (500).

1 pias. „  25 c., blue (500).
2 ,, ,, 50 c., mauve (500).

+ 4 ,, ,, I li., brown and green (100).
20 ,, ,, 5 li., rose and blue (50).

Variety—
1 pia stre  (instead of pia st ra ).

Forgeries known of—
10, 20, and 30 paras and 1 piastra.

10 P A R A  1 PIASTRA
B C

II. I June, 1908. Local print. Surcharged  
in  black as Types B (10  to 30 para) and  C.

* to para on 5 c., green (19,800).
*20  ,, ,, 10 c., rose (16,000).
* 3 °  <• 15 c., slate (20,000).
* 1 pias. „  25 c., blue (16,000).
t 2 ,, ,, 50 c., mauve (3000).
t  4 ,, 1, 1 li., brown and green (400).
+ 20 ',, ,, S li., rose and blue (200).

Varieties—
I pipstra  (instead of piastra). 

pia st r a  ( I missing).
20 PIASTRE on 50c. (with “ o ”  scratched out).

Forgeries known of—
30 para with double surcharge.

I PIPSTRA.
PIASTRA.

20  PIASTRE on  50 C.
4  P IA S T R E  on  I  li.

20 „  S “ -

20 Pard. 20
D

III. I June, 1908. Turin print. S u r
charged in  black as Type I).

* 10 para on 5 c., green (100,000).
*20 ,, „  10 c., rose(100,000).
*40 ,, ,, 25 c., blue (100,000).
*80 ,, „  50 c., mauve (25,000).

30 PARA
E

IV. 7 August, 1908. Local print. Su r
charged in  orange-red as Type E .

'  30 para on 15c ., slate.

4  4  2 0  2 0
PIASTRE pia str e

F 6
V. 12 August, 1908. Local print. Sur

charged in  black as Types F  and  G.
4 pias. on I li., brown and green.

20 ,, ,, 5 li., ruse and blue.

f  4 20 20
piastr e  PIASTRE

"  I

V I. i September, 1908. Local print. Sur
charged in  black as Types H and  I.

4 pias. on 1 li., brown and green.
20 ,, ,, 5 li., rose and blue.

4 4  20 20
piastre piastre

J K “
V II. 2 1 September, 1908. Local print. Sur

charged in  black as Types J  and  K.
4 pias. on i li., brown and green.

20 ,, 4 ,5  li., rose and blue.

LEVANTE
1 PIASTRA 1

L

E x p r e s s  D e l i v e r y  S t a m p . Date? 
Print ? Surcharged in  black as Type L.

I pias. on 25 c., rose.

N .B.—Information has just been received 
of the issue o f this Express stamp. I believe 
it is in order, but have received no very definite 
information on the subject as yet.
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Stamps of Jamaica
notes on the Local Overprints of 1890-1 and 1895 
The “ T h in ”  Official and the 2|d. on 4d.
By R. STANLEY TAYLOR, M.D.

(Continued from page 248.)
Official Stamps

T H E  reason for the issue of some dis
tinctive label with which to frank the 
letters o f the various postal depart

ments is familiar reading. In former times 
the heads of all the departments were ac
customed to sign the envelopes, or had an 
india-rubber stamp with their name on, 
which could be used by the clerks in the 
office. “ O.H.M.S.” was on the top of all 
official envelopes. Then came complaints 
that this signature of the heads of depart
ments was used tor private correspondence, 
and the Government introduced these 
stamps surcharged o f f i c i a l . This method 
was equally unsatisfactory, and the o f f i c i a l  
postage stamp was withdrawn from use 
owing to a supposed series of defalca
tions going on in one of the departments ; 
and Vendryes was ordered to engrave 
an oval plate on copper, which is now 
used for franking all official letters. The 
name of the department is printed in the 
outer border, the word “  F re e ” in the centre 
of the oval, and this is initialled by the head 
of the department.

The date of issue of this surcharge is 
determined by reference to the local journals 
of the period.

The Handbook o f Ja m a ica  for 1892 (pub
lished by authority) gives the following :—

On April 1st, 1890, the prepayment of official 
postages was authorised, and the franking privilege 
discontinued.

In the Jam aica Gazette o f 3 April, 1890, 
was found the following order :—

Government Notice.
No. 144. 2nd A pril, 1890.
The Governor directs it to be notified for 

general information, that from and after the 
1st instant, the privilege of sending or receiving 
official correspondence free of postage in this 
island is withdrawn.

2. The following are the rules which have been 
approved by His Excellency with respect to the 
payment of Official Postages.

By (command,
N e a l e  Po r ter ,

Colonial Secretary.
Rules with respect to the payment of Official 

Postages.
From and after Tuesday, the 1st day of April, 

1890, the permission either to send or receive

official correspondence free of postage will be 
cancelled, with the following exceptions:—

His Excellency the Governor, his private 
secretary, and his A.D.C. ; and also (for the con
venience of the general community and the general 
management of the Postal Department) the Post
master of Jamaica.

2. The Hon. the Colonial Secretary will also 
retain the right to frank, by his own signature, 
correspondence posted by himself in his official 
capacity.

3. Correspondence to or from heads of depart
ments or other public functionaries who have not 
been specially exempted will be liable to the 
following rates of postage :—

Letters, id. per half ounce.
Book packets not exceeding 5 lbs., $d. per 

4 ounces.
Parcels not exceeding 8 ounces, id. per 

2 ounces.
4. Prepayment of postage on correspondence 

to nr from a head of department or other public 
functionary is optional, except in the case of 
registration; but when prepayment is effected 
it must be by means of “ official postage stamps,” 
which can be purchased from any post office. 
If the ordinary postage stamp lie made use of, the 
article so prepaid will not be recognised as 
official, but will be surcharged as an ordinary 
letter.

5. Official postage stamps are only available 
for the prepayment of postage by heads of de
partments or other public functionaries. Prepay
ment of correspondence from the public to such 
officials must be effected by means of the ordinary 
postage stamp.

6. Correspondence, which may be wholly un
paid or partially prepaid, will be surcharged at 
the above stated rates of postage. The postage 
on such unpaid correspondence must be paid for, 
in cash, before delivery.

F red  S u llivan ,
Postmaster fo r  Jamaica.

General Post Office,
II  th March, 1890.

It seems tolerably certain, I ant bound to 
confess, that the exact number of times the 
type was set up for this word o f f i c i a l , and 
the method employed, will never be known 
Vendryes gives it at seven or eight times at 
the outside, but this is only through an effort 
of memory of work done eighteen years ago, 
and with no books or papers to refresh his 
memory; moreover, if he did set up the 
type seven or eight times, there is no reason 
to believe that there were different methods
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for each occasion. I must repeat, therefore, 
the following remarks are based simply on 
the stamps in my possession. Fortunately, 
my stock is a  somewhat large one, consist
ing of seven panes, together with a number 
of large and small blocks, and pairs, and 
from a careful examination of these I have 
come to the conclusion that there were four 
settings o f this surcharge.

Settin g I . P late A .
It is utterly impossible to say which is the 

first setting, so 1 have placed the following 
first simply because my earliest obliterated 
specimen is dated 22 April, 1890, and also 
because it contains the most errors.

The word o fficial is 17 to 17 J mm. in 
length, and the height of the letters is 
2| mm. It is printed in three horizontal 
rows of six, giving a block of eighteen over
prints, and this was repeated three times 
down the pane, the last or tenth row being 
surcharged by the first row of six types. 
The first row, therefore, appears four times 
in each pane, the second and third rows 
only three times each.

This can be better understood by the 
following diagram :—

I 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 IO 11 12

13 14 IS 16 17 18
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 XO n 12

13 14 15 16 17 18
1 2 3 4 s 6
7 8 9 IO 11 12

! 3 14 IS 16 17 18
1 2 3 4 s 6

This arrangement can easily be deter
mined by the various little flaws or breaks 
in the letters, and also by use of a broken 
“ E ” in the place of the letter “ f .”  The 
requirement o f thirty-six “ F’s ” would cer
tainly be a great tax on the resources of 
a printer in such a small way of business as 
Vendryes, and it is certain that the “  e ’s ” 
were cut and made to do duty for “  F ”— 
in fact, several of the stamps show where 
the knife was used to sever the part not 
wanted.

This setting is easily recognized by the 
following irregularities :—

No. 4. A broken “ E ” is used for the first 
“  F.”

No. 5. A blot appears in the upper part 
of the letter “  A.”

No. 7. A broken “ e ” is used for the 
second “  F.”

No. 8. A  broken “ e ”  is used for the 
second “ F.*

No. 10. The top bar of the first “ F ” is 
short.

No. 12. The top curve of the “ o ” is 
thinned, and the top bar of the first “ f ” 
does not touch the down stroke. (This is 
not constant)

No. 13. A  broken “ e ”  is used for the 
second “  f .”

No. 15. The top part o f the letter “ c ” is 
broken.

No. 16. The first down stroke of the letter 
“  A ” ends in a  blot.

No. 17. The top part o f the letter “ a ” is 
blunted.

No. 18. The top parts o f the first “  I ”  and 
the letter “ c ”  are thinned or cut off, thereby 
giving an appearance of being lower than 
the rest of the surcharge.

In the early printings of this first setting 
we find many errors and varieties, such as 
the following:—

I. Errors.
(а) The surcharge reading OFF C al, 

commonly termed the “ blind” sur
charge, as both the “ i ’s ”  are omitted. 
First mentioned, 20 October. 1890. 
Plate E , No. 1.

(б) Double blind surcharge. Plate 
E , No. 3.

(c) fficia l  \  First mentioned in the
(</) OFFICIA /  P h ilatelic Record, Sep

tember, 1890. Plate E , Nos. 9 and 5.
II. Inverted surcharges.

(a) Ordinary. Plate E , No. 2.
I I I .  Double surcharges.

(a) Ordinary. Plate E , Nos. 6 and 7.
(i) One inverted. Plate E , No. 8.
(<•) One vertical, one horizontal. 

Plate E , No. 4.
(d ) One straight, one slanting. Plate 

D, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6.

Mr. C. J .  Phillips chronicles a surcharge 
printed on the back of the stamp. I have 
not seen this.

Although Vendryes is of opinion that the 
“  blind ” Official is a forgery, I cannot agree 
with him, because he acknowledges to the 
fact that letters may have fallen out during 
the process of printing, the type is the same 
as that of the other surcharges, and also be
cause it was chronicled in the English phila
telic journals as early as 20 October, 1890. 
I possess an obliterated specimen, but, of 
course, that is no proof of its genuineness.

Setting I I . P late B .
This setting, according to Vendryes, was 

printed about the same time as Setting I. 
I call it Setting II , because it has always 
been considered the second setting, and 
also because I have not been able to dis
cover any errors in it.

The word o fficial is now set up in
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only two rows of six stamps, which are
repeated five times down the
follows

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 IO 11 12
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 IO 11 12

In this setting the hair spaces between 
the letters are not so wide as in Setting I, 
and therefore the whole word is shorter.

The length of the surcharge varies from 
15 to 16 mm., and on the examination of a 
number of stamps, including two panes, I 
find that—

No. 5 is 15 mm. long.
Nos. i , 2, 3, 4, 9, and 12 are 15$ mm. 

long.
Nos. 6, 7, 8, 10, and 11 are 16  mm. long.

This method of setting is easily shown by 
the following varieties:—

No. 1. A broken “ e ”  is used for the first
« p »

No. 2. There is a  blot in the letter “ o.”
No. 3. The top bar of the second “ f ” is 

short.
No. 4. A broken “ E ” is used for the 

second “  F.”
No. 5. The top bar of the first “ f ” is 

short.
No. 6. The first “ F ” is blurred.
No. 7. The second “  f ” is blurred.
No. 8. A broken “ e ” is used for the 

second “  F.”
No. 10. A broken “ e " is used for the 

second “  F.”
No. 1 1 .  The letter “  A ” is short.

I have not found any errors in this setting, 
which, however, is much rarer than settings 
1 and III ,fo r , according to Mr. Phillips, out 
of a hundred used specimens he found only 
four copies.

Settin g I I I . P late C.
This setting has always been considered 

to be the one which was used in 1894-5, 
and therefore supposed to be either printed 
at that date, or to be remainders of the 
stock printed in 1890-1. Now it will be 
remembered that, according to Vendryes, he 
did all his printing in 1890-1, and did not 
print at all in 18941-5. That this setting was 
printed in 1890 I am able to verify, for I 
have a specimen postmarked Oct. 2nd, 90. 
This specimen is the only stamp (No. 13) 
which can be distinguished as belonging to

this setting when it exists as a single speci
men. Whether any of these were used in
1894-5 is still an open question.

In this setting the word OFFICIAL is 
again 17 - 17 I  mm. long, as in Setting I, but 
it is differently printed, as the words are set 
up in two vertical rows of ten stamps, 
making twenty types in the block, and 
repeated three times across a pane of sixty 
stamps, as follows :—

1 2 1 2 1 2
3 4 3 4 3 4
S 6 s 6 5 6
7 8 7 8 7 8
9 10 9 10 9 10

11 12 11 12 it 12
13 14 13 >4 13 U
IS 16 15 16 15 16
17 18 17 18 17 18
«9 20 19 20 19 20

This method o f printing generally causes 
the alignment of the overprint to be irregular, 
as in the illustration, where the middle 
printing is seen to be higher than that on 
either side ; also this setting is proved by 
broken letters and irregularities, which recur 
in their proper positions, viz.—

No. 2. The top bar o f the first “ f ”  is 
short.

No. 4. The “ c ”  is thicker than the other 
letters.

No. 5. A broken “ e ”  is used for the first 
“  F.”

No. 9. A broken “ e ”  is used for the
second “  F.”

No. 1 1 .  Both the “ F’s,” especially the 
second, appear to be replaced by broken 
“ E’s.”

13. The first letter “  I ”  is broken.
14. The top bar of the second “  F” is short.
17. The “  O ” is of a  different fount.

Judging from my collection, I should say 
that this setting in blocks is rare, as I have 
only one pane, a block of nine, and a block 
of three, and these are all the blocks I have 
been able to find.

Settin g IV . P late D , Nos. 5, 7, 8.
These three blocks of four stamps appear 

to be parts of another setting, but the blocks 
are not large enough to show how the type 
was set up. The fount is the same, the 
length of the surcharge is 17 - 17 $  mm., 
and the height of the letters is 2$ mm. On 
examining the blocks it will be seen that 
the whole surcharge on each stamp looks 
irregular, and from the general appearance 
the type seems to have been put up in single 
rows o f six, repeated ten times down the 
pane. Two of the blocks are postmarked 
1894-5, an<l the few single specimens I pos
sess are postmarked 1894-5. I cannot place
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these anywhere in the three settings just de
scribed. There is no doubt that owing to an 
exhaustion of the De La Rue issue the “ thin” 
OFFICIAL was again brought into circulation 
in 1894-5, and the probability is that these 
were the remainders of those stamps sur

charged by Vendryes in 1890-1, and perhaps 
these blocks represent the manner in which 
the type was set up, but until larger blocks 
appear nothing can be said with any cer
tainty respecting this setting.

(To be continued.)

British Stamps used Abroad — continued
P y  I. J. BERNSTEIN a n d  CHAS. NISSEN
G R O U P V I —continued 
The South African W ar

IS of such recent date as to need no 
special introduction as to its origin or 
its duration.

The Boer ultimatum demanding the with
drawal of the British troops from the frontiers 
within forty-eight hours from the 9th October, 
1899, was rejected by Great Britain, and on 
the nth October a general advance was 
made, the Boers invading British territory, 
and fighting took place immediately.

In accordance with precedent an Army 
Post Office was established for the con
venience of the troops; the date, however, 
of its dispatch is only given by the Post
master-General as at the outset o f the war.

The staff in 1900 consisted of ten officers 
and 392 men, under Major Treble, all drawn 
from the P.0 . Volunteers, and considering 
that their duties included not only the dis
tribution of the whole of the correspondence 
sent to the troops, but the dispatch of the 
mails from them, the sale of stamps, and the 
sale and payment of British postal orders 
over the whole of the tremendous area 
covered by the troops, their task was not a 
light one. It is estimated that they dealt with 
close on 6,000,000 letters to the troops, and 
about half that number from the front during 
the first eight months of the war. In 
addition to this there were something like
20,000 parcels to handle.

The Army Post Office was assisted in its 
labours by a postal contingent furnished by 
the Canadian Government, and the Indian 
Government established an Army Post Office 
of its own for the Indian troops serving in 
Natal. In 1901 the staff consisted of seven 
officers and 540 men. The statistics for 
year ending 3 1 March, 1901, a re : Letters 
sent to the troops, 1 1 ,5 5 1,3 0 0 ; dispatched 
from, 9,250,000; parcels sent, 534,245.

Lord Roberts, in a  dispatch dated 16 
April, 1901, says: “ The magnitude of the 
task set the Military Postal Service may be 
appreciated when it is realized that the 
Army mails from England have exceeded 
in bulk the whole o f the mails arriving for 
the inhabitants of Cape Colony and Natal 
and have contained each week little short-of
750,000 letters, .newspapers and parcels for

the troops. In view of the incessant manner 
in which the troops were moved about 
country and the transport difficulties the 
service was admirably carried out.” Lieut. 
Colonel J . Green assumed command as 
Director of the Military Postal Service after 
the first few months. Both he and Major 
Treble were mentioned in dispatches and 
were decorated.

For 1902 the statistics a re : 10,774,000 
outward letters, 8,372,000 inward, and about
528,000 parcels. The decrease is probably 
due to the fact that the mails for the troops 
in Natal were dealt with by the civil Post 
Office.

Special facilities in the matter of postage 
were arranged in concert with the War 
Office. Letters sent by troops where stamps 
were unobtainable were delivered free of 
charge, the amount due for postage being 
made good from Army funds.

As there were no Army post offices, barring 
the base office at Capetown, in the Cape 
Colony, arrangements were made that British 
postal and money orders should be honoured 
by the Colonial post offices.

The system on which the military post 
is worked is as follows: The base office 
is usually established at a  place well out of 
reach of the enemy. In this war it was 
situated first at Capetown, later on others 
were opened at Pietermaritzburg and other 
places, and of a necessity a  large staff vary
ing from forty to sixty men was there em
ployed. The head office, in charge o f the 
director of the military post, is always at the 
camp of the general of communications, so 
that he may be in touch with all new lines 
thrown out. He establishes a sub-post 
office on each line and for each brigade, 
hence the offices were spread in this war 
over a large area all along the front of 
our Army lines. A s the Army advances the 
post office moves with it, and the officer in 
command makes arrangements for the trans
port of the mails to the base. Hence one 
can readily conceive that the work of the 
Army Post Office Corps is as arduous as that 
o f any other corps on active service.

Owing to the length of the war and the 
enormous area covered, and the mass of 
correspondence, a large number and varieties 
o f postmarks were used.
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There are five main types, but a number 
of others were, as time went on, impressed 
into the service—in fact, after a while, 
Transvaal, Orange Free State, Cape, and 
Natal obliterations were used, and the same 
remark applies to the stamps used.

The principal type in use consisted of two 
concentric circles, with the inscription 
“ Field Post Office, British Army, S. Africa” 
between them ; the inner space contained 
the date and a number denoting the office. 
At the base this number was replaced by an 
asterisk and the letters “  B.O.” (Base Office) 
added after the words “ Field Post Office.” 
When afterwards mere base offices were 
established, this asterisk was replaced by a 
large numeral, which is quite different from 
that employed by the ordinary offices. 
These base offices do not, we think, exceed 
three, but the sub-office marks run from 
1 to 40.

ing the date. No office number is given. 
It is sometimes found without any year, 
and this leads us to believe that it was 
used at Ladysmith—where, owing to the 
siege, they were not able to alter the date 
after 1899, owing to the fact that they had 
no “ 0 0 ” in stock, and it has been the 
custom of the British P.O. for years now to 
have the year marks always in one piece.

The second type consists of a single- 
lined circle, with the inscription “  Field 
P.O., British Army, S. Africa” surround- !

(7V be continuedJ

Type 1 1 1  is also a single-line circular mark 
but much thicker than the preceding, and 
the inscription, which is larger, reads “ Army 
P .O , [number], S. Africa," surrounding the 
date. The numbers run from 41 to 60, and 
probably are a continuation of the numbers 
of Type 1.

I ^ T J A

S ' .  0 1

Type H I.

Foreign notes
B y  FRANK PHILLIPS
Argentine Official Stamps

A N O T E  after the last (1901) issue of 
Official stamps, on page 19 of our 
publishers’ Catalogue, reads. “ The use 

of Official stamps was discontinued 1 January,
1906.” However, a correspondent resident 
in Buenos Ayres has sent a letter stating 
that these Official stamps are still used on 
the Government weather reports sent to 
subscribers every morning. He enclosed 
the following specimens clearly obliterated 
with the dates given :—

2 c. (No. 342), 14 April, 1908.
J  c. (No. 343), 4 March, 1908.

10 c. (No. 344), 2 August, 1908.
30 c. (No. 346), 31 May, 1908.

t
It seems that any value is used to frank 

the report, so perhaps the old stamps are 
being used up simply as labels to signify 
that the matter in question is “  On Govern
ment Service." Probably there was a big

remainder, and they will continue to be 
used, more or less irregularly, in this way 
until the stock is exhausted.

New Stamps for Eritrea 
It  appears that the overprinted Italian 
stamps are no longer considered suitable 
for the colony of- Eritrea. According to 
L a Revue Postale (10.08), orders have been 
received in Turin, by V  Ofjicina Carte- 
V alori, to print ten thousand stamps to 
form a completely new set. There are to be 
ten values in all, so that the printing is quite 
a small one, if our contemporary’s figures 
are correct.

Below is a  list o f the values, showing 
what is to be the principal feature in the 
design of each—

1 c. and 2 c., Head Post Office.
5 c. , ,  10 c., The Plongh at Senate.

15 c. ,, 25 c., Government Buildings.
40 c. ,, 50 c., Camel and Palm Trees.

1 and 2 lire, A Soldier with Shield.

iL
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“  Head Post Office’’ does not seem a very 
good translation of the Italian “ Scambio 
della posta,” nor does “ The Plough at 
Senate ”  convey much to me,although “ Aratro 
a Senate ” may to the Italian. Perhaps they 
have only one plough at Senate, wherever 
that may be, and are rather proud of i t ; 
possibly some kind reader will throw light 
on the point.

The designs are based on photographs 
taken by M. Lo Giudive, first lieutenant in 
the Artillery (there, that proves that there is 
a plough, or it couldn’t have been photo
graphed). As each design is intended to 
serve for two values (I suppose the rest of 
the plates got spoiled), the latter will only be 
distinguishable by colour, and the colour 
scheme will be similar to that of the Italian 
stamps. The six lower values are oblong 
in shape, and the four higher values rect
angular.

In the upper corners the crown of Savoy 
will appear on the right, and the words 
“  Poste italiane ” on the left, together with 
figures of value similar to the current 15 c. 
of Italy. The words “  Colonia Eritrea” will 
be shown at the base of the stamp, below 
the central design.

Philatelic Badges
S ome of our readers may possibly remember 
that two or more years ago my publishers 
dealt with the subject of badges for collec
tors in the columns of G .S. IV. I find that 
the old idea has been cropping up again, 
but if ridicule can kill, I certainly think 
that the barbed shafts o f Monsieur Alfred 
Montader, editor of L e Postilion (el bon 
camarade qu’i l  est celu i - let) should prove 
mortal. But a free translation of his remarks 
seems worth giving :—

L'Echo de la Timbrologie reverts with great 
pertinacity to the old theme of a philatelic 
badge. This idea saw the light in England, but 
all the pros and cons having been discussed, at 
length it was abandoned. Our contemporary 
has resuscitated it. Well, the Frenchman seems 
to have a perfect mania for decking himself with 
all sorts of badges. Why, I know people who 
would never dream of making an ascent of a hill 
1800 feet high, without carrying the badge of 
Alpine Club; others seem to think it necessary 
to wear the Touring Club badge each time they 
bestraddle their bicycles. Are we to see some 
of the collectors we know carrying some trinket 
or other (probably in execrable taste) to draw 
public attention upon themselves? and are there 
to be different designs for different kinds of 
collectors? One of the obvious disadvantages 
is that they will be the continual prey of low- 
class stamp dealers, fakers, and general vendors 
of rubbish. Very probably the kind friends and 
relations of the unhappy victim will in their 
leisure indulge in such mockery that he will soon 
get absolutely sick of his badge, and perhaps of 
his collection too !

The Logic of the Backwoods
T h e  Canadian Post Office people are abso
lutely convinced that the world is peopled 
by fools. They base their opinion on the 
fact that the public actually have the im
pudence to cut the beautiful new 1 and 
2 cent stamps in half, and make use of 
each half to frank a 1 or 2 cent card or 
letter. They apparently consider these 
stamps to be double stamps, especially as 
they each show two portraits and two 
figures 1 or 2. Well, according to Adam 
Riese [who was he?], twice 1 is 2, and 2 
divided into half is equal to 1. Therefore 
each half o f a 1 cent stamp must be valid 
as a whole 1 cent stamp 1 What can the 
authorities do with people so unreasonable?

We could have understood the why and 
wherefore if the 7 cent stamp had suffered 
mutilation, as the two Generals Montcalm 
and Wolfe are shown side by side, even 
though years ago they both battled valiantly 
for the city of Quebec. Some mean-spirited 
Franco or Anglo Canadian might possibly 
have shown his entire disapproval of the 
Entente Cordiale by tearing the stamp in 
h a lf !—B erlin er Briefm arken-Zeitung.

First Issue of the Dominican Republic 
W e  are informed that a firm in San 
Domingo has obtained possession of one 
of the original clichds used for printing the 
1 real of the 1865 (first issue). It is also 
reported that attempts are being made to 
take impressions from it on green paper 
somewhat similar to that used for the 
original stamp (valued at about .£10). 
W e would warn our readers to be on their 
guard should one of these stamps be offered 
cheap, as the paper is not so easy to dis
tinguish unless one happens to be well 
acquainted with the real thing.

Will Sweden adopt the Franc?
A cco rding  to L a  Revue de la F id ira - 
lion  Philatdlique de France, there is a fair 
possibility of the monetary unit of Sweden 
being changed from one kronor to one franc. 
M. John Hammar, the director of the 
Swedish Exporting Co., an enormous 
national trading company, has been re
quested to take immediate steps to lay the 
matter before the Swedish Government, and 
it is said that the movement is exceedingly 
well supported, a  large majority of the people 
being in favour of the change.

As fur as philatelists are concerned, a 
change would mean entirely new sets of 
postage stamps, unpaid letter stamps, en
velopes, and post cards, all with the values 
expressed in the new currency ; but I think 
we can safely assume that the change will 
not take place immediately, if at all, as 
Governments move slowly.
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tleu) Issues and Discoveries
/ should be most grateful If readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 

Issues o f  stamps, new or projected. If possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once If 
desired, together with stamp for postage / or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILLIPS, 891 8trand, London, W.O.

Australian Commonwealth.—From the Aus
tralian Philatelist (10.9.08) we learn that the 5s. 
Postage Due has been issued with a bar and dash 
(thus “ 5/*” ), instead of the figure “ 5 ”  only, as 
has been the case up to the present.

S ept em b er , 1908. Type*, fig u re 0 / value th u s: “ s/-," 
instead o f "  5 ." W ink. Crown and  Type 4. Perf. 
u j ,  1? , compound w ith  1 1 .

167I5/-, emerald.green.

Bermuda.—Our contemporary Ewen's Weekly 
Stamp News (17.10.08) states that it is officially 
informed that the id. has been issued all in one 
colour, and also that the stock of the bicoloured 
id. is exhausted. The earliest postmark known is 
dated 16 Sept. 1908.

The same journal (24.10.08.) chronicles a Jd. 
stamp, said to have been issued on 25 Sept. 1908, 
or earlier.

*3
S ept em b er , 1908. Type 13 . Centre in  fir s t  colour.

Wmk. M ultiple Crown C A. P erf. 14.
4ojld , brown and lilac, O*
42|id , carmine, o*

Cochin.—In our issue of 1 August, under No. 
22, we chronicled a new 1 anna stamp of this 
state. From the Stamp CollectorFortnightly 
(17.10.08) we learn that official information has 
been received from the Postmaster that no new 
postage stamp has bedn issued, and that the stamp 
referred to is only a revenue stamp not on sale at 
post offices.

In view of this information, our readers are 
requested to delete the chronicle of this stamp, as 
it will not be included in our Catalogue.

German East Africa.—We learn from Der 
Deutsche Philatelist (20.10.08) that the 3 rupee 
stamp has made its appearance on the usual 
watermarked paper.

B4
1908. T ypeE4. Wmk. Lozenges, Type c 4.

44I3 rupicn, red and hlue.blaik.

Gwalior.—Mr. A. W. Tyrrell draws our atten
tion to some differences on the Gwalior King 
Service issue. In the later printings, the two 
lines of characters are much closer together. He 
says, roughly speaking, the earlier printings are 
a clear 10 mm. apart, whilst the later ones are 
about $&•

At present he has only noticed this difference 
on the 3 p., and 1 anna values.

Hungary.—We gather from the lllustnertes 
Briefmarken-Joumal (17.10.08) that the water
mark on the stamps of Hungary has again been 
changed; why, we do not know. We illustrate 
below both the old and ihe new watermark, and 
it will be seen that in the latter the orb and cross 
at the top lean to the left instead of to the right; 
again, the three “ legs’* are shaped like buckles, 
instead of being straight.

Our contemporary states the printing was 
arranged as follows:—
July, 1908. 5 and 10 fi.; 2 6., Newspaper stamp.
Aug. „  3, 5> 6 h-
Sept. ,, 1, 2, 20, 30, 35, 60 ft., 1 and 2 Kor.
Oct. „  25 and 50 fi.
Jan., 1909. 5 Kor.

It has not been decided when to print the 12 fi. 
on the new watermarked paper, as there are 
large stocks of the last printing on hand.

7
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9 to
(Old.) (New.)

Octo ber  (?), 1908- Type 7. New w nk., Type to.
Per/. ,5. 

j 6o|s  fi., emerald.

Indo-China.—We have received the new set 
of Postage Due stamps mentioned in G.S.W  
No. 196, and the type is illustrated herewith.

5*

The chronicle already given is generally accurate, 
but we should descril>e the 40 c. as purple-brown 
rather than violet-brown, and the 50 c. as 
greenish blue, whilst the 60 c. is yJlo w , not 
orange. The pert is the usual one for French 
Colonial stamps, viz. 14 x 13$.

Italian P.O .’s in the Levant. — We have to 
list five more varieties of the stamps surcharged 
for use in these offices. The first four are listed 
in accordance with information as to their 
legitimacy just received, although they were 
known so long ago as June last.

The Express Delivery stamp is chronicled on 
the authority of a copy we have had sent to us. 
For further inf rmation readers are referred to an 
article on “ Speculation in the Levant,”  which 
will be found elsewhere in this number.

2 0  PARA 1 mSTRA
8a/<

6 J une, 1908. Loral print. Type 34 o f Ita ly  surcharged 
in  black as. Type 8*/, but w ith la rg er fig u res o f 
value.

829014 pias. on x li., brown and fcreen.

J une, 1908- Local print. Contemporary stamp* 0/Italy ' 
surcharged as Type Saa, in  black.

834I40I a pja*. 00 50 c., mauve.
835)34 4 pi**, on t H., brown and green.
836134120 pias. on $ li., rose and blue.

LEVANTE1 PIASTRA 1
8am

E xpress D elivery  S tamp. S eptem ber , 1908- Types* 
0 / Ita ly  surcharged as Type Sam, in  black.

Sjoajt pias. on 35 c., rose.

New Hebrides.—We have received a set of 
the overprinted stamps issued by the French 
authorities for use in this Anglo-Franco-governed 
territory. The chronicle in G .S .fV No. 198, is 
correct, and we now formally list as follows:—

*7

N0 UVELLESHEBRIDES HOUVELLES-HEBRIDES
x a

1908. Types 15, 16, an d  17 o f N ew  Caledonia overprinted 
w ith  Type x o r a (1 fr.), in  black (Bk.), o r in  red (R).

5 c., green (Bk.). 
xo c., rose-red (Bk.).
25 c , blue on greenish (R).
So c., red on orange (BV.).
1 fr., blue on green (R).

Nicaragua.—We have received another pro
visional to add to the already long list. It is 
No. 307 surcharged with a type quite new to us. 
The following description is sufficient explana
tion.

Type 37 surcharged w ith  Type 48 vertically upw ards, in 
red.

3$ c. on 6 c., slate.

Our New York house sends us another pro
visional for official use, which made its appear
ance lately, viz. a “ 35 c. on 2 c., orange, fiscal 
stamp.”  The stamp is Type 116 and the sur
charge is similar to Type 117  of the Supplement, 
varying only as regards the date. The latter is 
now “ 1908** instead of “ 1907.” Is this the 
forerunner of a series similar to Nos. 1050, etc.?
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I l6

1 0  cts. 

C O R R E O S

1 9 0 7

O F 1 C I A L

tO C T S
117

1908- F isca l stamp, Type 1x6, surcharged as Type X17 
(but w ith date 1908 ” instead 0/ “  1907 ” ), in  red.

35 c. on 2 c., orange.

Paraguay.—Our agent in Asuncion sends us 
yet another provisional; this time it is a 30 c. 
postage stamp, surcharged like the last “  Habili- 
tado” 5 c., but the value is 20 c.

Correction.—In last week’s issue we described 
a 5 c. on 60c., pink, as being Type 66: it should 
have been Type 39*

Habilitado ea
5C E N T A V O S

39 44
1908. Type 39 surcharged in  black as Type 44. 

20 c. on 30 c., purple.

Portugal.—We have received the 1908 edition 
of the private stamp for the Civilian Rifle Clubs.

F2
1908. Type p s . No value indicated. P er/. 1 1$  x 12.

67o[Blue and carmine.

Switzerland.—In view of the manifold changes 
that have taken place in the stamps of this country 
during the last few months, we are not surprised 
to learn fromthe IUustriertes B rief markets Journal 
(t7.10.08) that three of the Postage Dues are 
appearing with the new watermark, the single 
cross, instead of the old impressed cross sur
rounded by a double oval. At the same time the 
colours have changed slightly.

5* *3
Po s ta g e  Dues. 1908. Type 51. G ranite paper. Figures 

in  pale vermilion. Wmk. Cross, Type >3. P er/. 11 
338I $ (c.), pale olive-green.
339 1 (c->,
34x|so(c.), „  „

fln su>ens to Coititespondents
C. B. (Gt. Baddow).—Glad to hear that you 

like the Sectional Imperial Album ; it is certainly 
curious that you had the same idea some years 
ago. We regret that at present we cannot 
accept any advertisements.

A C a n a d ia n  R e a d e r  (Montreal).—Replying 
to your letter in reference to our competition, we 
see that your complaints are very just, and it will 
be almost impossible for readers outside Great 
Britain to understand some of the “  local” colour 
used by the “ Office Boy.”  However, we really 
cannot see our way to assist you by publishing 
the portraits you ask for and giving the extra 
explanations. Very few answers have come in so 
far, and we are afraid the nut is too hard for 
many of our readers to crack.

P a r t i c k  H i l l  (Glasgow).—We do not under
take to value stamps. 'For prices,see our publishers’ 
Catalogues. 1
£  Mexican stamps have never been issued with 
overprint o f  the w o r d s  COSTA R i c a .

K. D. (Cofton).—There are many reprints of 
the Heligoland stamps to which you refer. For

very full details, see Handbook on Reprints by 
Mr. E. D. Bac >n, one of the most useful books 
published. You can get it at 391 Strand, 
London.

* ‘ S l a t  ”  (Southsea). —The postal mail-van you 
sometimes sec at midnight is probably one of 
many used by the G.P.O. to convey parcels to 
districts within fifty or sixty miles of London. We 
believe that at least one of these vans goes every 
night to Brighton, and we think that the cost has 
been found to be less than if the parcels were sent 
by passenger trains.

C. W. (Stafford).—Stamps with inverted 
watermark are collected by some specialists, but 
in our opinion they are of but little interest, and 
we only value them at a few pence more than the 
normal varieties.

Many thanks for kind remarks about our little 
paper and for recommending it so well to your 
friends; that is just the sort of thing that helps us; 
the larger our circulation gets the better and 
more useful we can make this paper.
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Philatelic Societies
Bath Philatelic Society

President: B. D. Pop*.
Hon. Secrotary : C. J. Preater.

T h e  opening of the session of the Bath Philatelic Society 
took place on 7 October at the Society's headquarters for 
meetings, etc., the Bath Church Institute. The President, 
Mr. B. D. Pope, occupied the chair, and among those 
present were Messrs. F. G. Warwick, Olds, Haigb, 
1 '.oodman, Noke, and C. J .  Preater (Hon. Secretary). The 
President, in his opening address, trusted that the Bath 
Society would have a successful time during the coming 
reason, and that it would prosper and become one of 
Path's recognized socle ies. Previous to the lecture of 
the evening, a little business was transacted. It was 
agreed that the annual subscription should be 2s. 6d , 
with an entrance fee of as. 6d. for those over twenty-one 
years of a g e ; no entrance fee for those under that age. 
A syllabus for lectures, debates, displays, etc., bas been 
drawn up. They will he held at the Church Institute on 
the second and fourth Wednesdays in each month till May. 
The Vice-Presidents are his Honour Judge Philbrick, k .c., 
and Mr. J .  E. Heginbottom. After the business of the 
evening was over, a display (with notes) was given by 
Mr. Heginbottom of the “  Stamps of Antigua, Bahamas, 
Bermudas, Caymans, and Dominica." The fine stamps of 
these countries, with their notes, were shown in minute 
detail from the first issues down 10 the King’s, including 
the provisionals, etc. Great care and time must have 
been spent in the mounting and writing up the notes of 
the stamps, and great credit is due to Mr. Heginbottom 
for this most beautiful display, which was a very valuable 
lot, tbe stamps of the West Indies being an excelled 
study, as well as a good investment; in fact, a collection 
of these stamps made twenty-eight years ago at the cost of 
£  roo would to-day be valued at about £to,ooo, A  vote 
of thanks to tbe lecturer, proposed by  ̂ tbe President 
and seconded by Mr. Warwick, was unanimously passed, 
as was also one to the President for presiding over the 
meeting.—Bath H erald, 8.10.08.

Glasgow and West of Scotland 
Philatelic Society

Hon. President t Edwin Temple, B.A., Cam.
President: W. A. B. «lex Long, F.R.P.S.L., $8 Renfisld 

Street.
Hon. Secretary Thomas H. Wallace, 27 Oswald Street.
M eetinte: Religious Institution Rooms, 200 Buchanan 

Street, at 7.45 p.m.
T he  first meeting of the session was held in the Religious 
Institution Rooms, 200 Buchanan Street, on Tuesday, 
13 October, at 7.45 p.m.

The President, W. A  R . Jex  Long, Esq., f .r.b.s.l . ,  occu
pied the chair, and after the minutes o f the previous meet
ing had been read and adopted, the President addressed a 
few words of welcome to the members and guests, in the 
course of which he drew special attention to one of the 
main objects o f tbe Society, viz. assistance to collectors 
and promoting of social intercourse between philatelists, 
adding that special attention and encouragement would 
be given to young collectors, and that at all times tbe 
Committee would be pleased to see present at the meet
ings any one interested in Philately. Three new members 
were enrolled.

Thereafter, the exchanging o f duplicates, to which the 
evening was to bo devoted, was entered upon, and 
numerous transfers effected.

A hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman brought an 
enjoyable evening to a close.

1908.
Oct. *7.

Nov. to.
Dec. 8.
.  *8«9-
Jan. 11.

Feb. 0.
March1 9*
April 6.

S Y L L A B U S  FOR 1908-9.
Debate : M New Issues"—For and Against.

F o r: Ph ilippe  D urand. 
Against: J a s . K . R iddoch. 

Display: Australia. M em ber s.
Auction Night. M em ber s.

‘ ‘ Tbe Popularizing of our Hobby."
T hos. N. W a l l a c e .

Display: Continental Europe. Mem b er s. 
Paper: W. A. R . J e x  Long.
Annual Business Meeting—Exchange.

Junior Philatelic Society
President i Fred 4. MsMIls.
•anuoi Subscription 1 2s. 6d.
Entrance fe e  3 2s. 6d. No Entrance fee  far ladles or for 

Juniors.
On Saturday, 3 October, the above Society held its first 
meeting of tbe new season at Prince Henry’s Room. 
t7 Fleet Street, E.C . After a successful auction, the 
President gave his tenth annual presidential address, in 
which he briefly reviewed tbe work of tbe Society during 
the past season, and spoke o f the things it intended doing 
in the future. The envelope recently published by the 
Society in commemoration o f the inauguration of Penny 
Postage with America bad been a  great success, and a 
number of congratulatory letters bad been received. Tbe 
thanks of the Society are due to Mr. $. R . Turner for the 
design.

Mr. W. E . Lincoln followed with what he described as 
an illustrated paper on tbe subject of “  History as Taught 
by Stamps." The history of the world was traced from 
600 B.C. down to the present time, and a number of stamps 
illustrating tbe various points described were shown— 
the Pyramids on the stamps of Egypt, Olympic Games on 
tbe stamps of Greece, Carthaginian Galleys on recent 
issue o f Tunis, St. Paul’s shipwreck on the 10s. Malta. 
As a person of importance in the history of the world, 
Christopher Columbus received a  good deal of attention; 
his various voyages and discoveries, which are so fully 
portrayed by a  large number o f the stamps of North and 
South America, were described and the stamps shown. 
The paper was most interesting and instructive, and 
Mr. Lincoln pointed out in closing that, in studying 
history as taught by postage stamps, « e bave a novel way 
of increasing our store o f knowledge o f this fascinating 
subject. A very hearty vote o f thanks to Mr. Lincoln 
was proposed by Mr. Armstrong, seconded by Mr. Darkin, 
and carried unanimously.
Forgery Collection

Donations to the above col'ection were acknowledged 
from Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd. (between three and 
four hundred, containing several large blocks and other 
useful items), Mr. W. H. Peckitt (three hundred and fifty 
specimens in two books), and also from Messrs. P. L. 
Pemberton and Co., W. Morley, and the following 
members o f the Society: Mrs. Davies, Miss Andrews, 
Messrs. Campbell, Hilt (U.S.A.), A. E . Heather, C . L. 
Harte Lovelace, E. M. Gilbert-Lodge, Hebblethwaite, 
Hughe-, Wiligoos, H. F . Johnson, W. Maggs, M. J. 
Mitchell, and Cadet P. Rogers, r. n .

Further donations to the collection are asked for to 
make it as complete as possible, and therefore of the 
greatest use to members. Members of the Society who 
are unable to attend tbe meetings can have the forgeries 
of any country they are interested in forwarded for in
spection and comparison on receipt of postage.

Junior Philatelic Society
Brighton Branch

Hon. Sea. : J. Ireland, 10S Western Road, Hove. 
Ilemting-place : Royal Hotel, Queen’s Road, 
nestings.- Second and fourth Thursdays, 7 till 10 p.m.

T h e  first meeting o f the new session was held on 
8 October at the Royal Hotel. There was a very satis
factory attendance, and the following new members were 
elected: G. W. Smith, J .  C . Dalli'more, A. E . Anthony.

Mr. Fred J .  Melville, who was to have given an illus
trated paper on the ** stamps of San Marino," was un
avoidably detained in London, but bad sent on tbe paper, 
which was read by the Chairman. Being a country which 
was new to the majority of tbe members, ibe paper and 
tbe stamps aroused much interest, and at the conclusion a 
beany vote o f tbanks was - roposed by Mr. Herbert C ark 
and seconded by Mr. W. Cyril Owen and carried.

The second part of the programme was a paper on 
** Philatelic V au es”  by tbe Chairman, Mr. W. Mead. 
The relative bearing of condition on catalogue quotations 
was very carefully gone in o, and disapproval expressed at 
the policy adopted by certain countries of selling remainders 
under face value.

On tbe motion of Mr. J .  Corner-Spokes, seconded by 
the Secretary, a very hearty vote of tbanks was accorded 
Mr. Mead, and earned with acclamation.

Printed by W. B remdom A S on, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietor!, S t a n l e y  G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
7 November, 1908.
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Countries of the liJorld
B y  W. PERCY BARNSDALL 
Germany— continued 
German Post Offices Abroad—rontd. 
Morocco

T H E article by Dr. Otto Rommel on 
the “  Postal System and Stamps of 
Morocco,”  recently published in this 

magazine, dealt pretty fully with the above 
section, but for the sake of continuity of 
“ Countries o f the W orld” a  further refer
ence is needed, even at the risk of repetition.

Until 1890 German postal business was 
conducted through the French offices, but 
in that year the shipping agents of two 
direct German - Morocco steamship lines 
were commissioned to sell current German 
stamps. Until the regular offices were opened 
letters to Germany were franked with such 
stamps, which can only be distinguished 
by the obliteration. Readers are advised 
to turn to Dr. Rommel’s article for fuller 
particulars as well as for details o f the 
establishment of the several offices.

The latter at present in existence are at 
Tangier, Casablanca, Laraiche, Mazagan, 
Mogador, Rabat, and Saffi — all opened 
20 December, 1899; Marakesh, opened 11 
July, 1900; Alcazar (K sar-el-Kebir), Fez, 
and Meknes (Mequinez), opened 27 May, 
1901 ; and Tetuan, opened 19 December,
1906.

Particulars o f most of these places were 
given in the French section o f this series, so 
it is needless to particularize further. In 
the same portion attention was called to the 
“ up-to-date” methods of the German offices.

Notwithstanding the longer-created“ sphere 
of influence” of France and Spain, Germany’s 
prestige in Morocco now ranks as high, if 
not higher. Not the least important factor 
of the result is the postal equipment; “ trade 
follows the flag,” it is said, but it is equally 
true that “  trade follows the post,” and in 
Morocco the latter is peculiarly applicable. 
Germany has spared no expense in this 
matter, and its imposing postal establish

ments, when contrasted with the insignificant 
offices considered sufficient by other Powers, 
have suggested to the native mind—the local 
population mainly seeing European nations 
through the post-office windows—the idea 
that Germany must naturally be the most 
powerful and enlightened nation.

There, is no question that within a com
paratively short time the problem of Morocco 
will have to be settled ; at present it is only 
shelved, and it behoves collectors to keep 
abreast of the times. Perhaps the philatelic in
terest of “  stamps overprinted for use abroad” 
isnot very great, but the political interest is un
doubted, and it would be well for collectors 
to fill up blanks while the stamps are cheap. 
Signs of the times suggest that before long 
“ foreign offices” will be abolished, and a 
rise in value is then sure to ensue. Even 
now an interesting collection can be made 
by obtaining copies showing the postmarks 
of the various offices. Generally speaking, 
in this and kindred groups used stamps are 
the more interesting.

The German offices in Morocco are under 
the direction of the Chief Postal Adminis
tration (Ober Postdirection) of Hamburg, 
and they are served by a generously sub
sidized mail service ; the latter consisting of 
two sailings per month, between Bremen and 
Hamburg, Casablanca and Tangier, and, by 
arrangement with Austria, of a monthly ser
vice between Trieste and Moroccan ports.

The first issue was made at the time the 
chief office at Tangier and its first six sub
sidiary offices were opened, viz. 20 December,
1899. Stamps of the numeral and Eagle 
types of 1899 were overprinted “  Marocco” 
and value in Spanish currency. The latter 
was necessary because the Spanish currency 
was so very much below the German value. 
German specialists find two slopes and two 
thicknesses of the overprint, but the differ
ences are not very pronounced. It will be
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noticed that as the offices adopted the in
land tariff between themselves, the 3 pf. 
value was included in the set.

Germ an stamps o f 1899 surcharged in  black.
Unused. Used.

3 c* on 3 (pf.) brown
s. 

. 0
d.
2

s.
0

d.
4

5c. » 5 »» green . 0 8 0 5
10 c. „  10 ,, carmine . . 0 4 0 6
2$ C. 20 1 ultramarine . 0 8 0 8
30C. t, 25 „ orange . 1 3 2 0
60 C. .. 5° ** red-brown . 1 6 2 0

A supply of the “  Germania ”  and pictorial 
stamps was put on sale on 20 October, 1900. 
The illustrations following show the manner 
of the overprint, which was in black on all 
values except the 3 mk., on which it was in 
red. Both types of the 5 mk. were over
printed.

Unused. Used.
s. d. j. d.

50 c. on 40 (pf.), black and carmine 1 0 O 9
60 c. „  50 „  „  purple

on buff 1 3 2 O
1 pe$.on8o ,, black and carmine

on rose 1 6 2 6
1 p. 25 c. on 1 mk., carmine . 2 0 3 0
2 p. 50 c. „  2 „  blue 3 6 4 6
3 p* 75 c* »» 3 »» violet-black . 5 0 8 0
6 p. 25 c. ,, 5 ,, lake and black 12 6 —

The fancy type of overprint was, as for 
other foreign offices, used for the supply of 
DEUTSCHES REICH stamps in September, 
1905, and the list following is sufficient 
description, the 3 mk., as in previous issue, 
being surcharged in red. Before this set 
was supplied a new printing of the 5 c. value 
was required, about June, 1905, and 220 
sheets (22,000 stamps) o f the REICHSPOST 
type were surcharged with this fancy or 
gothic type in error. This error is cheap, 
and certainly should be taken by general 
collectors.

fU a to cco  . ' 1 $ a rocco  
5‘Sentimois 1  •§ e fe ta

§
Q Qof

8
GO

a
$

German stamps inscribed REICHSPOST surcharged 
in  black or red.

Unused. Used.
x. d. X. d.

3 c. on 3 (pf.), brown , 0 1 0 3
Sc. 5 „ green 0 2 0 2

toe. „ 10 ** carmine . 0 3 0 1
25 c. „ 20 *• ultramarine . 0 5 0 530 c. „ *5 «» black and orange

on yellow . 1 0 t 3
35 c . .. 3° t* black and orange

on buff , 0 8 l 0

30 September, 1905. German stamps inscribed 
Deutsches REICH surcharged in black or red.

Unused. Used.
X. d. X. d.

3 c. on 3 (pf.), brown . * 0 t 0 1
5 c- »• 5 , , green . 0 3 0 2

10 c. „  10 red 0 2 0 t
25 C. „  20 ultramarine . 0 4 0 2
30 c. „  25 »» black and orange

on yellow . 0 5 0 5
35 c* *» 30 t» black and orange

on buff . . 0 9 0 7
50 c. „  40 »♦ black and carmine 1 0 0 7
60 c. „  30 black and purple

on buff . . 0 9 0 8
1 pes. on 80 ft black and carmine

on rose , 1 3 1 0
t p. 25 c. on 1 mk., carmine- . . 2 6 2 6
3 p. 50 c. „ 2 ,, blue 3 6
3 P* 75 .. 3 „  violet and black 4 6
6  p. as c- .. 5 „  lake and black to 0
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Error. Stam ps inscribed REICHSPOST sim ilarly  

surcharged.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
5 c. on 5 (pf.)» green . . . 7 6 7 6

From 1906 these stamps commenced to 
appear on paper showing the well-known 
multiple Lozenge watermark, but up to the 
present time the 30 c., 60 c., 1 pes., and 
3 p. 75 c. have not made their appearance, 
as stamps are only issued on watermarked 
paper as the old stock on unwatermarked 
paper is used up.

1906-7. A s last, w m t. Lozenges.
Unused. Used.

3 c. on 3 (pf.)» brown .
s.
0

d.
1

s. d. 
0 1

5 c. 5 ,, green 0 1 0 I
10 c. ,, 10 t, carmine. 0 2 0 2
25 C. ,, 20 „  ultramarine . 0 4 0 2
35 c- .. 30 , 1 black and orange 

on yellow  . 0 6 _
50 c. „ 40 ,, black and carmine 1 3 —
I p. 25 c- on 1 m.» carmine . . 1 3 —

2  p. SO C. ,, 2 m., blue . 2 3 —
6 p. 25 c. ,, 5 m., lake and black . 5 6 —

( To be continued.)

N O TBPLBASB
The PHcee quoted In the foregoing article are taken from our publishers* latest Stock Books, and 
ere, therefore, the Prices at which Stanley Gibbons, Ltd*, w ill have pleasure la  supplying any 
ot tbe stamps that may be needed by any of our readers.

Topical notes
B y  CHARLES J. PHILLIPS
Death of Sir William Avery

IT is with the most sincere regret that I 
have to record the somewhat sudden 
death of'ojfi^'of my oldest stamp friends, 

Sir W. B. Avery, which took place in Port
land Place, London, W., on 28 October last.

For nearly a year Sir William had been 
suffering from heart and kidney troubles, 
and only up to the Sunday before his 
death was supposed to be improving, but 
complications set in and he passed away in 
the fifty-fifth year of his age.

Sir W. B. Avery was chairman and chief 
proprietor of the well-known Birmingham 
firm of W. and T . Avery, the great makers 
of scales and weighing machines ; this firm 
was established nearly 150 years ago. He 
retired from active management of the 
business some fifteen years ago, and then 
purchased Oakley Court, near Windsor, 
which he enlarged and greatly beautified. 
No doubt many of my readers will have 
enjoyed his hospitality on various occasions 
when he threw open his beautiful home to 
brother philatelists.

Sir William Avery did not care to be 
entirely disassociated with business, and on 
settling near London he became a director 
of the United Rhodesian Goldfields, Ltd., 
and of A. Darracq and Co., the well-known 
motor-car manufacturers, being himself an 
ardent motorist. He was also a life governor 
of the University of Birmingham. He re
ceived his baronetcy in 1905.

His first wife was a daughter of Mr. Fran
cis Bell, o f Londoh, and by her he leaves a 
son, now in his eighteenth year, who suc
ceeds to the title. He married secondly a 
daughter of the late M. Pierre Crets, of 
Paris.

My first acquaintance with Sir William as 
a stamp collector arose in a  peculiar manner.

About the year 1884 I was secretary of the 
Birmingham Philatelic Society, which then 
met at the rooms of my father, in Colmore 
Row. At one of our meetings Mr. James 
Bottley, our chairman, produced one of the 
old penny embossed envelopes with an in
scription around it lettered, “ W. &  T . 
Avery.” I was requested to write to the 
firm and ask for a few of these envelopes 
for the members of the B. P. Society. Mr. 
Avery (as he was then) replied and asked 
me to call upon him, and on my doing so he 
showed me a fine general collection, and 
expressed surprise that there were any other 
collectors in Birmingham.

He joined our Society and became one of 
my best clients. About 1886 he was so 
much occupied in business that he placed 
his collection in my hands for sale on com
mission, and I sold the greater part o f it. 
Some two years later he had more time at his 
disposal, and he restarted his collection on 
much bolder lines, and purchased some very 
large blocks of stamps. Amongst others he 
bought the celebrated “  Bullock ”  Collection 
of Australians, which I sold him about 189 1-
2. He also purchased a general collection 
formed by Mr. W. W. Blest, and a very 
large portion o f a  West Indian collection, 
which I had formed between 1893 and 1897. 
Sir W. B. Avery also bought largely in Paris, 
and to a  smaller extent from American 
dealers.

The last ten years he added but little to 
his collection, but on the contrary sold out 
a  somewhat large lot of his gems privately, 
and later on a further, lot by auction.

The bulk of this great collection has never 
been properly arranged, and last time I was 
at Oakley Court Sir William showed me 
scores of books with various countries partly 
arranged, and a  great mass of loose stamps.
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The collection as it is now is undoubtedly 
a great one, and I think it ranks third or 
fourth in order of importance amongst the 
great English collections.

North Borneo
In G .S.IV ., 22 August and 19 September, 
Mr. D. U. Armstrong published some notes 
on twentieth-century varieties of the stamps 
of British North Borneo.

A gentleman who is intimately connected 
with the postal affairs o f the B .N .B. Com
pany has been good enough to point out 
some inaccuracies in Mr. Armstrong’s re
marks, which I now correct, and which I 
regret were made in these articles.

L a b u a n .

N o. 190. 22 A ugust, 1908.
Page 1 15 .— It states that “ E arly  in the 

eighties the control o f the island,” etc.

This took place on 1 January, 1890.

Page 116 ,2nd col. Issue 1901.— It states that 
“ Under no circumstances did you pay 
full face value for your purchases.”

I am told that this is not correct, and that 
the Company only sold the unused stamps at 
the full face value.

Page 117 , 1st col. 1902-3.—“ Few, if any, 
ever saw North Borneo or Labuan, and 
they were mostly disposed of to dealers 
in complete sets . . . without ever going 
outside of the Company’s offices.”

I am informed this is wrong, that no over
printing was done in London, but that all 
surcharges were made in Borneo. Further, 
that only when the ordinary stock was re
plenished or a new issue made was the 
balance of the provisionals on hand sent 
to London, and then sold unused (none were 
cancelled to order) to a contractor who after
wards supplied the trade The stamps of 
5 c. to 24 c. were printed by Waterlow, the 
other values by Blades, East, and Blades.

Page 117 , 2nd col. February and Novem
ber, 1905.—The 82, $5, 810, and 825 
are given as being engraved and printed 
by Waterlow and Sons, and surcharged 
locally with the word l a b u a n .

I am informed that this local issue con
sists only of the 25 cents and $5, that they 
are lithographed not engraved, and that they 
are produced by Messrs. Blades, East, and 
Blades.

[A well-known French catalogue prices 
the 82, 85, and 810, and does not mention 
the 25 c. How does the latter d'ffer from 
No. 80 of S.G . Catalogue?—E d . G .S .IV .]

N o r t h  B o r n e o .

No. 194. 19 September, 1908.

Page 184, 1st col. 1901-4.—The set from 
1 c. to 81 is given as engraved and 
printed by Waterlow and Sons.

I am told that this is correct for the 1 c. to 
24 c., but that the 25 c., 50 c., and 81 are 
lithographed and printed by Messrs. Blades, 
East, and Blades. See note above re same 
values in Labuan

Page 184, 2nd col.—It is stated that the 
stamps were overprinted “ 4 cents” by 
Waterlow, were mostly sold to dealers 
from the Company’s office in London, 
and it is doubtful if any of the sur
charged stamps ever saw Sandakan at 
all.

I am informed that all this is incorrect. 
Waterlow did not surcharge any of these 
stamps ; they were all overprinted in Sanda
kan at the Government Printing Office, and 
none of them were sold at the Company’s 
office in London, except any which were 
sent over similarly to the Labuan mentioned 
above. i

Page 185, 1st col. August, 1905.—To this 
set should be added a 4 c. on 8 10 .

The three stamps are lithographed and 
printed by Blades, East, and Blades, not 
engraved and printed by Waterlow.

Page 185, 2nd col. 1904 issue.
The 1 c. was only overprinted in Borneo; 

the 2, 4, 5, and 8 c. were first overprinted in 
Borneo, and later on a second lot was over
printed in London, probably with other values 
in addition.

The late Mr. J . G. Hendy
M r . H en d y ’s name will be well known to 
many of my readers as that of the author of 
The H istory o f the E a rly  Postm arks o f the 
B ritish  Isles, from  their introduction down to 
1840. This interesting work was published by 
Mr. L. Upcott Gill in 1905, and had a rather 
large sale.

Mr. John George Hendy was born in 
Co. Kildare, Ireland, on 24 June, 1857. 
About the age of eighteen he entered the 
postal service, and for a long time travelled 
as a sorter on the T.P.O. of the mail trains, 
and was in the great accident to the Scotch 
express.

Mr. Hendy eventually joined the staff at 
the G P.O., London, and was for many years 
in the Secretary’s Department.

Some years ago he was appointed Curator 
of the Record Room, General Post Office, 
and he there organized a very perfect system 
of indexing the papers and records, and in
cidentally arranged and classified a fine series
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of British stamps, essays, trials, etc., which 
are now well arranged in a series of cases in 
the Record Room of the new building facing 
the main entrance to St. Martin’s-le-Grand.

During the last few years Mr. Hendy pre
pared the manuscript of a second book on 
British postmarks, which will be of much 
more interest to stamp collectors than the 
first book, as this posthumous work is upon 
the postmarks from 1840 to those of the 
present day.

We have acquired the publication rights, 
and hope to issue this work in a cheap form 
early in 1909.

Mr. Hendy had for some years been 
engaged upon another work dealing with 
the history of the Post Office in Canada. 
The MS. of this work has been acquired by 
the Canadian postal authorities, and I trust 
that they may publish it in due course.

Early this year Mr. Hendy developed 
cancer in the throat, and an operation had to 
take place from which he never rallied, and 
he passed away in April last in the fifty-first 
year of his life.

Recent Important Purchase 
I HAVE pleasure in announcing the purchase 
of an important collection of the postage 
stamps of M auritius, which is exceptionally 
strong in the locally printed stamps.

Among others worthy of note in this 
collection there are as follows :—

2d., d a r k  b l u e , PO ST O F F IC E , 
on the greater part of the original letter. 
This great rarity is lightly cancelled, and 
altogether a superb specimen of one of the 
most famous stamps in the world.

In the post pa id  stamps there are several 
of the earliest id.’s, both on yellowish and on 
bluish papers.

In the second state of the plate of the id.’s 
there are two superb strips of three, a  pair 
and a number of singles, and an interesting 
lot of stamps from the more worn plate. In 
the 2d.’s there is one p ren tib e gravu re  
unused, and in dark indigo-blue, also two 
unused 2d.’s in very early condition. The

used 2d. stamps include a number of quite 
early impressions.

The “  large fillets,” October, 1S59, are very 
fine, there being no less than seventeen of 
these rare stamps in the collection, including 
one on the original envelope.

The “ small fillets,”  March, 1859, are 
divided into early, intermediate, and worn 
condition, and are a fine lot.

Description of New Stock Books arranged
and priced during the last week 

St. Vincent.
A  GOOD and fairly strong book of the stamps 
of this always popular country. Most of the 
rarer varieties are well represented both 
used and unused, and some specially fine and 
well-centred specimens will be found here 
by those who have an early choice.

Grenada an d S t. Christopher.
An interesting lot, especially in theGrenada, 

which includes many rare varieties in pairs 
and strips; there are also a number, of 
uncatalogued minor varieties and some 
pages of colour trials, unused fiscals, etc.

St. Lucia and Tobago.
A  fairly good lot, but the first type 

St. Lucia seem to have sold well and stock 
is considerably reduced. A noticeable feature 
in all the books we have rearranged lately 
is that the common stamps (priced id. to 2S 
each) have been sold almost right out in 
hundreds of cases ; this seems to point to 
the fact that a great number of new collectors 
are about and buying, and this is further 
proved by the very large mail we receive 
each day.

H ong Kong.
A good book with all issues well represented 

As showing how little collectors examine 
stamps in our books for rare varieties, I 
may mention that in making up this book 
we found a fine unused 4 c., grey, perf. 12$, 
priced at 2s. 6 d .! By some error it had been 
mixed with the common perf. 14, and had 
probably been seen by many scores of 
collectors.

Philatelic Peculiarities
B y  W. WARD

T H E  discovery of the head of Alexander, 
the murdered Servian King, hidden 
between those of his predecessor and 

successor, Milan and Peter Karageorgovic 
respectively, set Madame Gossip’s tongue 
wagging.

Many causes, for the most part wild and 
improbable, were hinted at. To my mind' 
this “ puzzle-picture” is nothing more nor 
less than a strange coincidence. The face

is not clearly enough designed to be taken 
for the work of even an indifferent engraver, 
though it may have been the work of the 
artist. However, one may safely say that it 
« ill never be known whether coincidence or 
intent.

There are also little puzzles and peculiari
ties to be found upon other stamps besides 
Servian Coronation labels, even in our own 
current British stamps.
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I dare venture that none of nty readers, 
not even the keenest, have ever, in their 
collection of the Sandwich Islands, noticed 
a British Union Jack (ensign) on the 25 
cents, blue, 1894-9 issue of these islands 
(Gibbons’ No. 113).

The flag—for after all there is only one 
“ Jack ”—is used as a “ finish” to President 
Dole’s portrait, together with an ornamental 
anchor. The Sandwich Islands, discovered 
by Captain Cook, were annexed by the 
United States Government in 1898—as most 
of us know. The stamp in question was 
printed by the American Bank Note Com
pany (of New York), and why the “ Ja c k ” 
should have such an honour I cannot explain. 
It also appears, but minutely, on the Officials 
of Hawaii.

[The flag was really intended by the 
artist, Mr. E . W. Holdsworth, to represent 
the Hawaiian flag, which was somewhat 
similar to the English, the stripes being of 
a different width. In the engraving this 
point was not well brought out, and the 
likeness to the British flag was a matter of 
comment in Hawaii at the time of issue.— 
En. G .S. W.}

Of course, thet English flag (not the Union 
Jack) is seen being borne ashore at the 
founding of Jamestown by the pioneers 
under Captain John Smith in 1 6 0 7  on the 
2 cents stamp of the United States of last 
year ( 19 0 7) .

The American Bank Note Company have 
produced many strange things in the ex
ecution of their postal commissions. The
2 cents and 5 cents of Newfoundland, 
1866 (perforated), 1876 (rouletted), and the
3 cents of 1868 show the codfish and seal 
as they have never yet been known to 
zoologists. The seal (5 c.) is seen—perhaps 
“ sunning” itself on an ice-floe—w ith claw ed  
fore-paw s, whilst the former (2 c., Codfish) 
is shown with a single-paddle, or rudder tail.

When these stamps were redrawn by the 
British - American Bank Note Company 
(of Montreal) these amusing errors were 
remedied. The codfish was given its 
“ double-paddled” tail and the seal a fin 
respectively, as ordained by Mother, Nature.

Kor fear of causing trouble m il meinen 
deutschen freunden , 1 will pass over the 
current 5 mark stamp of Germany to that 
of the present issue of the islands of St. 
Christopher and Nevis. . Probably most 
collectors are aware of the “ s lip ” where 
Columbus is shown looking for India through 
a telescope—an instrument invented nigh a 
century after Christopher’s famous voyage.

The 1894 and 1897 issues of North Borneo 
and Labuan of the 18 cents value exhibit a 
most amusing instance o f an engraver’s lack 
of common knowledge. The natives in the 
dhow, or canoe, are row ing in  the opposite 
direction to that which th eir vessel is going !

I wonder how many people are aware 
that the sun appears on a Canadian stamp. 
Some may think 1 mean the current set 
with Queen Victoria’s son! Just above the 
paddle-like tail o f the beaver on the 3d. and 
5 c. stamps of 1851 and 1859 respectively 
appears the smiling face of King Sol clearly 
defined.

The stamps of Obock and Djibouti, with 
their printed representations of perforations, 
notwithstanding that they are imperforate, 
have for long been standing features of 
philatelic humour.

The earlier stamps of Finland, with their 
grotesque roulettes, which seem to parody 
the more orthodox perforations, appear 
among other philatelic peculiarities.

The “  Dr. Thebussem ” stamps of Spain 
are not generally known, and if they are 
their purpose and origin are shrouded in 
mystery. The Castell and Duro stamps are 
known as being made for the purpose of 
franking the two postal works of Senors 
Castell and Duro respectively. A s any 
reader can fully ascertain their purpose from 
the Spanish portion of Gibbons, Part II , it is 
not necessary to describe them. However, 
the “ Thebussem ” stamps are of an entirely 
different character. The aforementioned 
stamps could only frank the publications of 
the two authors, whilst the latter (of which 
there are three varieties) were used by Don 
Mariano Cardo de Figueroa for franking all 
his correspondence, both in Spain and to 
the Spanish possessions over the sea. During 
scientific researches Don Figueroa used the 
pseudonym of “  Thebussem ”  ; hence the 
name he is better known by. The right to 
free postage was granted by the Spanish 
Government for his distinguished services 
to science and also for several postal re
forms, for which last he was afterwards 
given the title of “  Honorary Postman of 
Spain and Her Possessions.” Whether Don 
Figueroa still lives and continues to enjoy 
his unique privileges I know not.

Referring back to the designs of stamps, 
1 wonder how many readers have noticed a 
peculiarity on the 2 cents Canada Map 
stamp. I f they will look carefully they will 
see that the whole of Southern Africa is 
coloured red, to signify that it is a British 
possession. Yet at the time, December, 189S 
(and the stamp was printed some months 
previously), the Transvaal and Orange 
Colonies were independent republics—even 
war had not been declared. This is really a 
wonderful coincidence.

It may be news to many, more so as the 
Cayman Islands have been so notoriously 
to the front lately, that when the Queen’s 
Head stamps first came out packets of 
them unused were mailed from Georgetown 
with a 3d. Jam aica to defray postage and 
registration. It was evidently thought that
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it would be a pity to spoil the new stamps 
of the islands by obliteration.

1 doubt whether there has ever been any
thing that, after having done service, has 
been used for decorative purpose as postage 
and other stamps. Plaques, “  snakes,” 
screens, book-covers, and what not have been 
made ; but probably the most peculiar of all

is the use made of them by certain uncivil
ized West African tribes of negroes as 
charms or mascots, which they call “ gree- 
grees.” But they are not the only people 
who find a charm about stamps ; most of us 
consider our collections mascots we would 
not part with.

Stamps of Jamaica
Dotes on the Local Overprints of 1890-1 and 1895 
The “ T b in ” Official and tbe 2|d. on 4d.
B y  R. STAN LEY TAYLOR, M.D. 

2Ad. on 4d.

IT  was while endeavouring to determine 
the actual date o f issue of this over
print that my troubles reached their 

climax. On searching through that valuable 
paper the Jam aica Gazette, the following 
was discovered in its issue of i January, 
1891 :—

Post Office Notice.
Reduction in the rate of Postage on letters 

addressed to places over the sea.
On and after 1st January, 1891, the letter rate 

of postage on correspondence addressed to the 
United Kingdom, as well as to all other places 
in the Universal Postal Union, will be two pence 
half-penny per half ounce.

On all other mail matter the rates of postage 
are unaltered.

By order,
F r e d  S u i .i v a n ,

Postmaster for Jamaica.
General Post Office,
29M December, 1890.

Then in the supplement of the Jam aica  
Gazette, dated 26 January, 1891, we find the 
following:—

No. 103. 25th February, 1891.
The Governor directs it to be notified, for 

general information, that the issue of the follow
ing unified Postage and Revenue Stamp has been 
authorized, viz.—

Twopence Half-Penny.
Colour, light purple. Queen’s head within a 

circle containing the words “ Jamaica Postage 
and Revenue,”  with the denomination “  2jd.”  at 
the base.

By command,
J .  A l l w o o d ,

Acting Colonial Secretary.

From these two notices it appears that the 
reduction in the rate o f postage in the Postal 
Union to 2W. was settled for 1 January, 
1891, and that the De L a  Rue issue did 
not reach the island till 25 February, 1891, 
therefore a  provisional label was necessary

to supply .a want during January, 1891, and 
February, until the 25th, that is during fifty- 
six days, a likely period for an emergency 
issue. Now, on an examination of my own 
specimens I find the earliest obliterated 
stamp is dated 20 September, 1890, and on 
looking up the English philatelic papers I 
discovered that this provisional issue was 
reported in the P h ila telic  Record o f 20 
August, 1890! Therefore this provisional 
issue must have been in circulation some 
six months before the reduction in the rate 
of postage in the Postal Union was ordered. 
What was the reason for this? There is 
nothing in the Ja m a ica  Gazette (which, I 
am given to understand, is published with 
official authority) to account for this pro
visional issue. The only thing to be done 
was to search through the island news
papers of the period to see if information of 
any kind could be discovered, and it is due 
to Mr. Astley Clerk, o f Kingston, Jamaica, a 
true lover of Philately, that the following 
facts were elicited :—

As early as January 18th, 1890, the daily 
newspapers were urging on the Government the 
necessity of reducing the postage between the 
United States of America and Jamaica from 4d. 
to 2jd. letters from Jamaica to U.S.A. then 
cost 4d., while from U.S.A. to Jamaica it was 
only 5 cents (2jd.). The matter was questioned 
in the Jamaican Legislative Council on the 19th 
of March. On the 29th of May the official Post 
Office notice appeared in the Colonial Standard 
and other newspapers intimating that under cer
tain conditions letters would be posted to America 
for 2jd. each.

Although the official authority for this pro
visional surcharge cannot as yet be traced, I 
think the above facts are sufficient to fix the 
date of issue to be 29 May, 1890.

My stock of these stamps is not nearly so 
plentiful as that o f the “  thin ”  Official, con
sisting only o f one pane and a large number 
of blocks, but on an examination of them, I 
have come to the conclusion that there are
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GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY 3*3
two different and quite distinct settings up 
of the type used in surcharging this stamp.

Settin g  /. Plate F , N o. i .
The words two p en c e  h a i.f -p en n y  were 

printed in two lines across the lower part of 
the 4d. stamp of 1883, viz.—

TWO PEN C E 
H A L F -P E N N Y

The length of the two p en c e  is 14-14& 
mm. The length of the h a l f-p e n n y  is 
15 —1 s i mm. The height of the letters is 
2I mm.

I have placed this setting first on account 
of the errors it contains ; my earliest dated 
specimen is unimportant—20 September,
1890.

The words two p e n c e  h a l f-p e n n y  were 
set up in type twelve times in two horizontal 
rows of six, and printed five times down 
each pane of the 4d. stamp, and I am happy 
to say that the whole of the twelve types 
can foe plated. The arrangement is as 
follows :—

1 2 3 4 5 6  
7 8 9 10 n  12
1 2 3 4 5 6  
7 8 9 10 11 12
1 2 3 4 5 6  
7 8 9 10 11 12
> 2 3 4 5 6  
7 8 9 10 11 12
1 2 3 4 5 6  
7 8 9 10 11 12

The first important fact to be noticed is 
that the spacing between two p en c e  and  
h a l f -p e n n y  in the first row of six stamps 
is 1 mm. In the second row it is mm.

The difference in the various types is as 
follows :—
Type 1. The letter “ h ”  in HALF-PENNY 

has dropped.
„  2. The letter “  t  ”  o f two is placed

centrally between the down 
strokes of the letter “ H ” in 
HALF.

„  3. The letter “  e  " in p e n n y  is re
placed by an “  F,” and there is 
a dot in the upper part o f the 
“  H ” in HALF.

„  4. The letter “  T " of two is placed
over the last down stroke of 
“  H * in h a l f  ; and the curve 
of the letter “ p ” in PENCE is 
thinned or broken.

„  5. The letter “ t ”  o f two is placed
a little to the right of the last 
down stroke of “  H ”  in HALF, 
and the second foot of the 
“ w ”  is short and bent.

„  6. T he letter “ e ”  in p e n n y  is bro
ken, and there is a  dot between 
the down stroke and the last 
up stroke of the first “ n ”  in 
PENNY.

Type 7. The letter “ t ” of two is placed 
slightly to the left o f the last 
down stroke of the letter “  h ” 
in h a l f , and the spacing 
between the two lines of sur
charge is i j  mm.

„ 8. The letter “ t ” of two is cen
trally placed between the down 
strokes of the letter “  H ’’ in 
h a l f , and the top of the letter 
“ C ”  in p e n c e  is broken.

No te.— It is difficult to determine whether 
the “ c ” in p en c e  is really broken, or whether 
the defect is only due to being badly inked. 
The impression on the back of the stamp 
does not help much. However, the defect 
is very constant.
Type 9. The letter “ t ”  of two is placed 

between the letters “  H ” and 
“  A ”  o f  H ALF.

„  10. The upper half of the first down
stroke of the letter “  H ” in 
H A L F  is broken off.

In the word p e n n y  the letter “ e ” is re
placed by an “ f ,”  and the “ v ” is represented 
by a “  K ’’ with the lower limb broken.

N o te.— In very early printings the “ k ” 
is complete.

This variety is very rare.
Type 1 1 .  The letter “ E ” in p en n y  is 

broken.
„  12. The letter “ E ”  in PENNY is so

broken as to almost resemble 
an “ L.”

N o te .—In the very early printings the 
letters “ c ” and “ E *  in p e n c e  are in their 
normal position, but very soon in the process 
of printing the letter “  E  ” seems to fall away 
and becomes detached or spaced.

P late F , N o. 1.
As the printing went on, owing to the 

coagulation of the ink and letters breaking, 
numerous other peculiarities appeared, the 
most important of these being :—
Type 2. The letter “  h ” in h a l f  becomes 

more blurred, as if the ink had 
begun to clog.

„  3. The down stroke of the letter
“ t ”  o f two is broken.

„  4. The last up stroke of the letter
“ w ”  in two is thinned and 
jagged. The top bar of the 
last “ e ”  in p e n c e  becomes 
detached from the down stroke, 
and the up line in the first “ n ” 
in PENNY is broken.

„  5. The first down stroke of the letter
“  w  ”  in TWO is broken.

„  6. The vertical bar of the letter “ t ”
in two  and the horizontal bar 
of the letter “  H ” in h a l f  are 
broken.
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Type 7. The letter “ T ” in TWO and the 
letter “ A ” in h a l f  are broken.

„  8. 

» 9-

Both the “ n ’s ” in p e n n y  are 
damaged.

The letter “  N ”  in p e n c e  is bro
ken, also the first down stroke 
o f the letter “ a ” in h a l f , and 
the lower bar o f the letter “  E ” ‘ 
in PENNY is short.

„  10. The lower bar of the first “ e ”  in 
p e n c e  is short.

„  11 . The top bar of the letter “  F ” in 
HALF and the first “ N ” in 
PENNY are broken.

„  12. The letter “  w ” in two becomes 
more blurred.

In these later printings I have said that 
many of the letters are broken, but it is 
extremely difficult to decide whether this is 
really the case, or if the defect is due to bad 
ink.

It will be seen, therefore, that the only 
difficulty which arises is to recognize the 
difference between Nos. 4, 5, and 7, and the 
difference between Nos. 6 and n .  In Nos.
4 and 5, the position of the letter “ t ” in 
two to the letter “  H ” in h a l f  is very 
marked, and in No. 5 the short, curved 
second foot of the letter “  w ”  in Two is very 
constant; there is, however, greater difficulty 
in distinguishing No. 7 from No. 4, and this 
can only be done by noting the difference 
of the spacing between the two lines of the 
surcharge. In the later printings No. 7 can 
easily be recognized by the broken letters 
“ a ” and “ O.”

The difference between Nos. 6 and 1 1  can 
likewise be told by the spacing between the 
two lines of the surcharge, and also in No. 6 
the lower bar of the letter “ e ” in p e n n y  
can be traced out, whereas in No. 1 1  it is 
cut off short ; in other words, in No. 6 the 
irregularity is probably due to bad ink ; in 
No. 1 1  a broken “  E ” has been used.

Before leaving this setting a few remarks 
concerning No. 10, which contains the letter 
“  K ” for “  Y ” in the word PENNY, are neces
sary. It will be remembered that Vendryes 
declares the “ K ” to be a forgery. This 1 
cannot accept, for on examining the block of 
four, Plate H, No. 8, it will be found that the 
fount is the same, that the four stamps 
occupy their proper positions in the setting 
and can be typed, and that the block must 
have formed part of a pane, as Nos. 9 and 10 
are above Nos. 3 and 4. Although this 
stamp is very rare, I have had the oppor
tunity of examining four or five specimens. 
Baron A. de Reuterskiold has a  specimen 
postmarked. It is a very curious stamp, 
for on examination the lower slanting stroke 
of the letter “  K ” is broken from the back of

the letter, and its lower end slightly raised 
above the bottom of the other letters. It is 
o f a later printing, for the ink has commenced 
to clog, and the first stroke of the letter “  H ” 
in h a l f  is broken. I have had another 
specimen sent me for an opinion, in which 
the lower slanting stroke of the letter “  K ” 
is clearly broken off, and has slipped up so 
as to project from the upper slanting bar 
instead of from its normal position. This 
loose piece o f metal naturally must have 
fallen out very soon, thus leaving the 
broken “  K ”  instead o f “  Y,” and I have seen 
another very similar to this last specimen ; 
therefore I have come to the conclusion that 
in the first printings the letter was a *’ K,” 
and that during the process of printing the 
lower slanting stroke broke away, forming in 
still later printings the broken “  K ” for the 
letter “ y ” in p e n n y . 1 am further assisted 
in this conviction by the specimens 1 possess 
of Type 12. Plate H, No. 9, shows the “ C ” 
and “  e  ” in the word p e n c e  in their normal 
positions (which I consider to be the early 
printing), and I have other specimens 
showing the letter “  E ”  dropping farther and 
farther away from the other letters, which I 
think must have occurred as the printing 
went on. I f  the spacing between the “  c v’ 
and “  E ” had been the same in all my speci
mens, I should have been inclined to believe 
that there were two settings up of these 
twelve types : the first to include the speci
mens having the “  c  ”  and “  E ” in the word 
PENCE in their normal position, and the 
letter “  K ” for “  Y ” in the word p e n n y  ; the 
second setting to contain the letter “ E ” 
spaced in the word p e n c e , and the broken 
“  K ”  for “  Y ” in PENNY ; as it is, I adhere 
to my opinion that there was only one 
setting, and that the differences are due to 
the method of printing.

The errors o f this setting are the double 
surcharges. It is probable that in the pro
cess of printing it was found that the sur
charge became misplaced, falling too low or 
too much to the right of the centre of the 
stamp, therefore a second or central over
print was added to ensure the stamp being 
properly surcharged.

Specimens showing half a surcharge to 
the right of the stamp but without the cen
tral overprint, and other specimens with the 
surcharge too low or too much to the right, 
each with a central surcharge added, are 
shown on Plate H, Nos. 1, 4, 5, and 6.

Others again are met with in which one 
of the surcharges falls diagonally across the 
stamp. As I have never met with one of these 
obliterated, I am rather inclined to regard 
them as having been put aside by the 
postal authorities as unfit for issue. See 
Plate H, No. 2.

Plate H, No. 10, a block of six stamps, 
shows a form of printer’s waste.
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Settin g  I I . P la te  G.
In this setting the type was put up in a 

single vertical line of ten types repeated six 
times across the pane, thus—

I 1 1 I 1 1
2 2 2 2 2 2
3 3 3 3 3 3
4 4 4 4 4 4
5 5 5 5 5 5
6 6 6 6 6 6
7 7 7 7 7 7
8 8 8 8 8 8
9 9 9 9 9 9

10 10 10 10 10 10

The length o f the two lines of the sur- 
chargejand the height of the letters are the 
same as in the first setting ; but the spacing 
between the two lines of the surcharge is 
always i mm., and the distance from the sur
charge on one stamp to that on the stamp 
above or below it is 18 mm., except between 
Nos. 5 and 6 o f the vertical strip, when the 
distance is only 17 J  mm.

I have come to the conclusion that this 
setting was printed in a vertical row of ten 
types for the following reasons:—

1. The alignment of the surcharge across 
the pane is very irregular, and as this irregu
larity differs in different panes, it shows that 
the printing could not have been done in 
horizontal lines. This can be noticed in the 
pane illustrated, in which it will be seen that 
the surcharges on the second and fifth verti
cal strips are higher than the others.

2. The “ p’s ” on the fifth stamp in each 
row present a blocked appearance all the 
way down the pane, showing that the whole 
vertical line was printed at one operation 
with too much ink.

3. In the fifth row the letter “  L ” of HALF 
is thicker than the other letters, showing that 
all the stamps on this horizontal line are of 
the same type.

4. In the sixth row the letter “ 0 ” of TWO 
is thicker than the other letters, also proving 
that the stamps on this horizontal line are of 
the same type.

5. The relative position of the down4Rroke 
of the letter “  t  ” in two is well to the right 
of the second down stroke of the letter “  H ” 
in h a l f  on all the stamps in the seventh 
row ; therefore these stamps are of the same 
type.

6. The down stroke of the letter “ t ” in 
TWO is thicker than the other letters on the 
stamps in the eighth row.

Even this setting is not free from errors. 
Plate H, No. 3, shows a double surcharge.

Plate H, No. 7, shows a curious specimen ; 
on account of the thick “ o ” in the word 
two I am of opinion that it belongs to No. 6 
row of this setting. On first sight it appears

as if the “ c ” in the word p e n c e  is a “ g ,”  
but I think it is only a blot o f ink changing 
the “  c ”  into a “  G.”

As a final expression of opinion, I should 
like to point out the relative rarity of the 
various misprints which occur in these 
stamps.

2 Jd. on 4d.
The rarest stamp is undoubtedly the one 

containing the genuine “  K,” and its rarity is 
enhanced if it appear in a block of stamps.

The various double surcharges are all 
equal, though, judging from my own stock 
of stamps, I am inclined to put specimens of 
Setting II first. I f  those containing the 
diagonal surcharge are really printers waste, 
they are not of much importance.

A s the first setting can be typed, all the 
stamps are equal in rarity, and they appear 
five times in each pane.

The broken “  e  ” occurs ten times in each 
pane.

Of the two settings the earlier printings 
of the first setting I consider the rarest.

“ Official” Stamps.
Of these stamps I consider the following 

is the order in point of rarity:—
Double surcharge, one vertical 1 ,
Double “ blind” / e(JuaL
Single “ blind.”
Double surcharges, one inverted.
Double surcharges, ordinary.
Inverted surcharges.
Of the three settings, No. II  is the rarest, 

especially used, then setting No. I l l  in blocks 
to show irregularity of alignment, and finally 
setting No. I. Setting IV  must remain 
doubtful until larger blocks appear.

I should like to gratefully acknowledge 
the immense help I have received from 
Baron A. de Reuterskiold in the examination 
of these overprints.

B R I T I S H  A F R I C A  
P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M

Owing to the fact that the war in South Africa 
has caused great attention to be drawn to the 
stamps of the British Possessions on that con
tinent, and to the enormous increase in the num
ber of collectors that has ensued from the issue 
of the W ar Provisionals in Mafeking, Bloemfon
tein, Pretoria, etc., we think this a good time at 
which to place before the public a new and very 
complete Album, designed for the British Posses
sions, etc., on the African Continent The Album 
is designed upon the well-known plan of the Im
perial Albums—the stamps in numbered spaees of 
the correct sizes on the right-hand page, and the 
description, full particulars, and illustrations on the 
opposite page. In order to make this a permanent 
Album we have provided from one to four blank 
pages after each country, thus making the Album 
available for the issues of many years to come. 
220 pages. Size, 8$ x n £  inches.

Post-free in Great Britain, tos. 7<L 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W .C.
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Foreign Dotes
B y  FRANK PHILLIPS
Luxemburg “ Precancelled”

SO M E of my readers may wonder what 
the overprint illustrated below means 
on certain issues of Luxemburg. A 

note in the Deutsche Briefm arken-Zeitung
I.UXKUIOG

08
makes the matter clear, and I give it for 
what it is worth, although the information is 
by no means new.

It appears that it is the practice of the 
Luxemburg Postal Administration to pro
vide publishers of newspapers, prospectuses, 
circulars, and printed matter in general with 
quantities of not less than two hundred 
stamps of a sort of the i c., 2 c., 5 c , and 
10 c. in complete sheets, already cancelled. 
Printed matter franked with these stamps 
must be posted in quantities of not less 
than a hundred in the town of Luxemburg 
or fifty in any other post office. Anything 
found in pillar-boxes franked with precan
celled stamps is treated as unpaid, but the 
tax payable by the consignee is the usual 
rate, not double.

The precancellation is naturally done in 
type in a printing press, and it sometimes 
happens that sheets of stamps get put into 
the machine the wrong way round, and so 
the cancellation is found inverted.

I want to make it quite clear that the 
above lettering is not a surcharge in the 
generally accepted sense of the term ; 1 
believe that a good many readers have 
thought that they had made a wonderful 
discovery at one time or another.

The precancellation used to have a  fram e-. 
work round it, but lately it has appeared as 
illustrated above.

New Stamps for the U .S .A .
T h e  daily papers of Monday, 12  October, 
treated the philatelic world to a genuine 
sensation, when they announced in the 
Washington despatches that the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing had completed de
signs suggested by Postmaster - General 
Meyer for a new issue of United States 
postage stamps. The new stamps will be 
of the following denominations: 1 c., 2 c., 
3 c., 4 c., 5 c., 6 c., 8 c ., 10 c., 15 c., 50 c., and 
Si. The 2 c. stamp will be the first dis
tributed, and it is expected that shipments 
to postmasters will commence some time in 
November.

The new issue has been designed with 
the object o f obtaining the greatest sim
plicity commensurate with artistic results.

The profile has been taken in each instance, 
giving a bas-relief effect. In the present . 
2 c. stamp the face of Washington is shown 
“ full face.” In the new-style 2 c. stamp 
Washington’s face is in profile. The same 
change has been made in the face of 
Franklin on the 1 c. stamp. All but the 
1 c. bear the Houdon portrait of Washing
ton. The scrollwork and border designs of 
laurel leaves are more artistic in the new 
than in the old stamps. The lettering is 
very simple.

Director Ralph, of the Bureau of Engrav
ing and Printing, regards the new stamps as 
the most artistic ever issued by the Govern
ment.

When Mr. Meyer decided to have plates 
for an entire new series of stamps made, he 
called in Edward Ralph, director of the 
Bureau, and Mr. Hill, chief of the engraving 
department, and outlined to them the de
signs he favoured. He submitted several 
rough sketches, and the artists in the Bureau, 
acting on these and the suggestions, pre
pared a complete set. These were sub
mitted to the Postmaster - General, who 
ordered several changes to be made, and 
now the designs have been completed and 
the plates finished. To-day facsimiles of 
the new twos and ones were shown to Mr. 
Meyer by Director Ralph, and were ap
proved.

“  Mr. Meyer has splendid artistic ideas,” 
said Mr. Ralph, “ and the new stamps show 
the ideas he obtained in the art centres of 
Europe, while ambassador to Rome and 
St. Petersburg.”

There were some obvious errors in the 
press despatches, and further information 
will be awaited with intense interest. The 
statement that all denominations except the 
1 c. are to have a portrait of Washington 
indicates a radical departure on the part of 
the <^hstal authorities, and may well be 
doubted, and the same would apply to the 
statement regarding the new colours, which 
for certain denominations must comply with 
Postal Union requirements.

M ekeel's W eekly.

Farthest North Post Office
A cco rd in g  to the Deutsche Briefm arken- 
Z eitun g, the Norwegian Postal Administra
tion has established a second-class post 
office at Green Harbour, in Spitzbergen. I 
should think that it would constitute the 
most northerly office in Europe, or in the 
world, for that matter.

Spitzbergen is situate partially on the
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seventieth parallel, and is only about 700 j 
miles from the North Pole and 500 miles | 
from North Cape, the nearest spot on the 
mainland. My information states that this ! 
is the second post office in Spitzbergen, the 
other being at Advent Bay. Naturallyenough, 1 
the new office is open only during the sum- ] 
mer months, and I don't think I should hesi
tate to send a pound of butter to my next- 
door neighbour by post, even in summer !

Reissue of French Zanzibar 
F r o m  information contained in Le Postilion , 
it would appear that the French Government 
are really making some sort of an attempt 
to suppress speculation in the stamps of the 
French Colonies. Not only are the recent 
issues of Indo-China to be put on sale 
again, but the same thing is to happen 
to the 1904 issue of Zanzibar, Nos. Z65 to 
Z74 in my publishers’ Catalogue. Our con
temporary rightly states that the French 
Agency in Zanzibar is closed, and so the 
stamps cannot be sold on the spot ; never
theless they will be sold at face value to all 
comers in Paris by the Colonial authorities.

It is quite true that this issue was the re
sult o f local speculation among the officials 
o f the Post Office and the Administration; 
and although the Government is endeavour
ing to spoil the market for these gentlemen, 
I think that it would be advantageous to all 
concerned if they turned their attention to 
the somewhat hypothetical honesty (?) of 
purpose exhibited by some of the present 
postal officials in charge of the French Offices 
in various countries and colonies. However, 
the authorities seem to be moving in the 
matter, and 1 can only hope that something 
will come of it.

It must not be imagined that all French 
Colonial stamps are speculative, and that the 
prices of all will go down. This is very far 
from the truth. Take these French offices 
in Zanzibar as an example : the first portion 
of them, Nos. Z i to Z 5 2 , is beyond reproach. 
All these stamps are worth quite what they 
are catalogued, and in some cases rather 
more. Whatever happens they can never 
be reissued.

Deio Issues and Discoveries
/ should be most grateful If readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 

Issuee of stamps, new or projected. If possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once !J 
desired, together with stamp for postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened bp 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILLIPS, 391 Strand, London, W.O.

Abyssinia,—Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. 
write us as follows :—

“ In the last issue of your Weekly (17.10.08) 
you refer to the Abyssinian £ guerche stamp sur
charged ‘ I piastre,’ concerning which we are 
able to give you the information you desire. A 
piastre is the same as a guerche, and the over
print was necessary because the 1 guerche stamps 
were entirely exhausted, and there were not suffi
cient of the £ guerche stamps to use in place of 
them. This is the only value of the surcharged 
issue, the number overprinted being 7000, which 
were distributed amongst all the Ethiopian post 
offices in Abyssinia. Even these were not suffi
cient, as our corresp indent, in his letter dated 
September 17th, stated that the few specimens he 
sent us were all he could get, and that there 
were no stamps of $, I, or 2 guerches obtain
able of any issue, surcharged or unsurcharged, 
and that in consequence of this shortage the 
Postage Due stamps overprinted *Taxe a Per- 
cevoir9 were being used instead of ordinary 
postage stamps, being accepted for prepayment 
of postage; our consignment was franked with 
some of these stamps.

“ There will be a complete new issue on 
November 1st, on which date Abyssinia enters 
the Postal Union, and we understand that the 
values of the new stamps will be expressed in 
piastres. On the same date all the stock in 
hand of the old stamps will be burnt.

“ On examining the I piastre stamps sent us, 
we find there are two distinct types, evidently

done in two separate printings, as the whole of 
one block is in one type and another block in 
the second type.”

We therefore chronicle as follows:—

* *5
1908. Type 1 surcharged w ith  Type 15, in  dull blue. 

xi*5|i  pi. on \ g ., red.

Afghanistan.—We have seen a used copy of 
the 1 abasi of the current type in emerald-green, 
instead of blue-green.

49
1908. Type 4$, E n g ra ved . Im p erf. 

3450)1 abasi, emerald-green.
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China.—A correspondent writes us that he has 
a 2 c., crimson, of the current issue (No. 137 

•of the Catalogue) with the perforation gauging 
124 x 14.

At first sight it would appear that this stamp 
is a variety worth including in our Catalogue, 
but it must be remembered that the issue is 
printed and perforated by Messrs. Waterlow and 
Sons, who generally use a curious perforating 
machine, in which the gauge varies from 12 up to 
15, or even possibly 16. In fact, in a single line 
of perforation all perforations from 12 up to 15 
can sometimes be found. It is therefore possible, 
according to the manner in which the machine 
is used, to obtain a great variety of compound 
perforations, and as long as there is no informa
tion that these stamps were not perforated, occa
sionally, if not always, with this machine, we 
cannot list the compound varieties in our Cata
logue. Usually a compound perforation indicates 
the work of two distinct machines, and not the 
work of one irregular machine.

Danish W est Indies.—Ewen's Weekly Stamp 
News (24.10.08) states, on the authority of a 
continental contemporary, that two more values 
have been added to the new set.

<3
1908- Type 13. Centres in fir s t  colour. Wmk. Crown, 

Type 4. P er/. ia i, 13.
74|40 bit, grey and vermilion.
75I50 ». >• »» yellow.

Grenada. — Ew en's Weekly Stamp News 
(24.10.08) states that the new stamps, to which 
we referred in our issue of 27 June last, were 
issued on I October. Our contemporary states 
that all values show the plate number “ 1 ”  in 
the margins.

n
1 Oc t o b e r , 1908. Type *5. Centres in firs t  colour. 

Per/. 14. (i.) Wmk. Crown CA , Type w6.
93] is., b la c k  on green, C- 
93?los., green ana red on green, C- 

(iL) Wmk. M ultiple Crown CA , Type w 8.

*4
S e p t e m b e r  (?), 1908. Centre in f ir s t  colour. Type 14 

Wmk. M ultiple C ro ivn C  A . P er/. 14.
86I10S., green and red on green , C- 
87LC*, lilac and black on red, q .
88|j£to, lilac and ultramarine, C-

Peru.—In our issue of 12 October, 1907, we 
chronicled a 2 sol. stamp on the authority of 
Ewen's Weekly Stamp News, and inserted the 
stamp in our Catalogue as No. 190.

Subsequently, in our issue of 23 November, 
1907, we published a note to the effect that the 
stamp had not been issued after all.

We now learn from the lllustriertes Brief- 
mar ken-Journal (17.10.08) that a 2 sol. stamp 
has now been issued in deep bluet showing a 
picture of the Columbus Monoment, in blaek9 in 
the centre. The stamp is a fine specimen of the 
engraver’s art.

(Columbus Monument.)
S3

1908. T  ype 53. Centre in  fir s t  colour. P er/. 13. 
190(3 sol., black and deep blue.

St. Kitts-Nevis.—According to Ew en's Weekly 
Stamp News (24.10.08), the 3d. was issued on 
chalk-surfaced paper on 11 August, 1908, or 
earlier.

95|6d., lilac and mauve, C- 
96 as., blue and lilac on blue, c*
97I5S., green and red on yellow , q .

Nyasaland Protectorate.—We have now re
ceived the three high values of this colony, which 
up to the present we have not listed, as we were 
not sure that they were actually issued.

A ugust, 1908. Type a. IP m k. M ultifile C rvw n  C A  
P e r f. 14.

!5l3d.. deep green and ormnge. C-

United States.—A correspondent has shown 
us a curious minor variety of the 2 c. of the 
Trans-Mississippi issue of 1898.. In each of the
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circular bulbs in the lower comers, at left and 
right of the words t w o , there should apparently 
le a semicircular line of shading. In a hori
zontal pair sent to us, this semicircle exists only 
in the bulb at the left of the left-hand stamp and 
in that at the right of the right-hand stamp. 
The other two are entirely un>haded. It is 
merely a defect of reproduction on the plate, no 
doubt, but occurs in a curiously symmetrical 
fashion in this j>air.

Venezuela.—Amongst some stamps our pub
lishers have bought lately were some uncatalogued

3*

varieties of the 1893 issue overprinted with Arms. 
The following list is sufficient description :—

1893. Stam ps 0 /  t* 82 overprinted w ith  Type 31. 
(a) In  red.

V arieties, (i.) O verprint inverted. 
»9i£|ioc., deep brown.

Present Catalogue No. 191c is a misprint for 191a.
(ii.) O verprint double.

3 b., violet-blue. 
5 c., blue.

25 c., brown.
■ $0 c., green.

197a 
197* 
197c 
*97 d

ip) In  black.
V arieties, (ii.) O verprint double. 

2044^20 b., purple.
204^'roc., red-brown.

A  V E R Y  H A N D S O M E  P R E S E N T  
Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties. A grand packet, 

every stamp being different and genuine, and thus 
forming a choice collection in itself.

£ 3 , post-free and registered.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 9trand, London, W.C.

Cottpcspondcncc
Notes by the EA R L OF CRAWFORD, K.T.
The 2d. on Dickinson Paper
The Editor o f “  Gibbons Stamp Weekly ”

S in ,— In the issue of 24 October is an 
article of great interest by “  Plain Anchor,”  
dealing, amongst other subjects, with the ad
hesive stamps of the twopenny ‘lalne printed on 
Dickinson paper.

I think that the author has fallen into an error 
which should be corrected before it has time to be 
adopted by students of our early philatelic history.

On page 262 he says:—
“ There were only2 sheets of6 stamps printed” 

(in blue). I believe him to be wrong in the 
number of stamps to the sheet—and further, that 
possibly more copies were printed. I will return 
to this later.

First, the size of the sheet. In support of the 
statement the author refers the reader to a former 
paper of his printed in the Monthly Journal of 
February, 1907, page 168, where we find a letter 
dated 9.3.4! from Joshua B. Bacon to Rowland 
Hill saying that he has received “  5 small pieces 
of [Dickinson] paper which we have printed, 3 of 
them in pink, ana 2 in blue, and have gummed 
thebacksof the whole of them. . . .”  He goes 
on to say that in order to test the paper and the 
gum properly he would like to have 6 or 8 
sheets more.

On 17.3.41, Rowland Hill wrote to Dickinson: 
“  I have the pleasure to enclose specimens of your 
new Label paper (which have been printed) 
together with a copy of Mr. Bacon’s letter thereon. 
Can you, without much trouble, supply the 6 or 
8 sheets of paper which he desires to have?”  
[I shall refer to this letter .later on.]

To the first of these two letters “  Plain Anchor ” 
prints a footnote saying that the colour is a pale 
brown, not a pink, “  and that the pieces of paper 
are 2g x 2 in., and contain 6 stamps each. . . . ” 
This is no doubt correct, but he has gone astray 
in the paragraph in last week’s G.S. W. where 
he states the sheets were of 6 stamps, and “ that

one sheet is carefully guarded by the firm of 
Messrs. Dickinson”  as being evidence to the 
fact.

I contend that these Dickinson trials were 
printed from an experimental plate of twelve 
impressions of the 2d. value, Type 2, without 
corner letters, and with the upper right corner of 
each stamp erased.

To prove my statement, I wish to show that 
this was not a new procedure, but I must go back 
in history to at least June of the year 1840.

Within a month of the issue of the id., black, 
Rowland Hill found it necessary to change the 
colour and the ink, to guard against fraudulent 
cleaning of the obliteration marks.

For the experimental work, Perkins Bacon con
structed at least 2 plates, one of 3 stamps in one 
row, and one of 12 stamps (3 rows of 4 stamps), 
with letter blocks blank. The upper right corners 
were erased (not waxed, as L generally said). Of 
these (rial impressions of the id. value, I have 
10 pulls of the first and 84 of the second plate. 
All sorts of colours and varieties of ink and 
obliterations were tried, and these trials gave rise 
to what is known as “ the Rainbow series.”

On 23 November, 1840, the ink and colour 
for the new issue of the id. and 2d. were selected, 
and the experimental work was closed.

Early in October the Treasury ordered that a 
change should be made in the appearance of the 
2d. stamp, and on 23 October Perkins Bacon 
sent two essays to Rowland Hill. In the first, 
one white line is shown below the word “ Postage” ; 
in the second, two white lines appear, one below 
“  Postage,”  the other above “  Two Pence.”  This 
latter essay was accepted, and a small plate of 12 
(3 rows of 4) was rolled at once by Perkins 
Bacon, from which to judge the effect. This also 
was found satisfactory, and the full-sized plate was 
constructed, and the “  Imprimatur ”  was given to 
the stamp on 25 February, 1841, as Plate 3 of 
the twopenny value.
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China.—A correspondent writes us that he has 
a 2 c., crimson, of the current issue (No. 137 

•of the Catalogue) with the perforation gauging 
I2§ x 14.

At first sight it would appear that this stamp 
is a variety worth including in our Catalogue, 
but it must be remembered that the issue is 
printed and perforated by Messrs. Waterlow and 
Sons, who generally use a curious perforating 
machine, in which the gauge varies from 12 up to 
i j ,  or even possibly 16. In fact, in a single line 
of perforation all perforations from 12 up to 15 
can sometimes be found. It is therefore possible, 
according to the manner in which the machine 
is used, to obtain a great variety of compound 
perforations, and as long as there is no informa
tion that these stamps were not perforated, occa
sionally, if not always, with this machine, we 
cannot list the compound varieties in our Cata
logue. Usually a compound perforation indicates 
the work of two distinct machines, and not the 
work of one irregular machine.

Danish W est Indies.—Ewen's Weekly Stamp 
News (24.10 08) states, on the authority of a 
continental contemporary, that two more values 
have been added to the new set.

<3
1908* Type *3. Centres in  fir s t  colour. Wmk. Crown, 

Type 4. P er/, la j, 13.
74[40 bit, grey and vermilion.
75150 n ». 11 yellow.

Grenada. — Ew ell's Weekly Stamp News 
(24.10.08) states that the new stamps, to which 
we referred in our issue of 27 June last, were 
issued on 1 October. Our contemporary states 
that all values show the plate number “ 1 ”  in 
the margios.

*5
1  Oct o b er , 1908. Type *5. Centres in  fir s t  eolour. 

P er/. 14. (i.) Wmk. Crown C A , Type w8.
93J is., black ongreen, C- 
93110s., green and red on green, c*

(iL) W mk. M ultiple Crown C A , Type w8.
95|6d., lilac and mauve, £ •
96 as., blue and lilac on blue, C- 
97lss>» green and red on yellow , q .

Nyasaland Protectorate.—We have now re
ceived the three high values of this colony, which 
up to the present we have not listed, as we were 
not sure that they were actually issued.

»4
S e p t e m b e r  (?), 1908. Centre in fir s t  colour. T yp e 14 

Wmk. M ultiple Croivn  C  A. P er/. 14.
86J 10s., green and red on green, £ .
87)^1, lilac and black on red, <3.
88|j£io, lilac and ultramarine, c*

Peru.—In our issue of 12 October, 1907, we 
chronicled a 2 sol. stamp on the authority of 

I Ew eii's Weekly Stamp News, and inserted the 
| stamp in our Catalogue as No. 190.

Subsequently, in our issue of 23 November, 
1907, we published a note to the effect that the 
stamp had not been issued after all.

We now learn from the lUustriertes Brie/- 
marken-Joumal (17.10.08) that a 2 sol. stamp 
has now been issued in deep blue, showing a 
picture of the Columbus Monument, in black, in 
the centre. The stamp is a fine specimen of the 
engraver's art.

(Columbus Monument.) 
53

1908. Type S3- Centre in  fir s t  colour. P e r s ia . 
i9oja sol., black and deep blue.

St. Kitts-Nevis.—According to Ewen's Weekly 
Stamp News (24.10.08), the 3d. was issued on 
chalk-surfaced paper on II  August, 1908, or 
earlier.

A ugust, 1908. Type a. Wmk. M ultiple Crown C A  
P er/. x4.

isljd ., deep green and orange, C*
r;

United States.—A correspondent has shown 
us a curious minor variety of the 2 c. of the 
Trans-Mississippi issue of 1898*. In each of the
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circular bulbs in the lower corners, at left and 
right o f  the words t w o , there should apparently 
le a semicircular line of shading. In a hori
zontal pair sent to us, this semicircle exists only 
in the bulb at the left of the left-hand stamp and 
in that at the right of the right-hand stamp. 
The other two are entirely un>haded. It is 
merely a defect of reproduction on the plate, no 
doubt, hut occurs in a curiously symmetrical 
fashion in this pair.

Venezuela.—Amongst some stamps our pub
lishers have bought lately were some uncatalogued

3*

varieties of the 1893 issue overprinted with Arms. 
The following list is sufficient description :—

1893. Siau ifis 0 / r  82 overprinted w ith  Type 31. 
(a) In  red.

Varieties, (i.) O verprint inverted.
19 1^ 10  c., deep brown.

Present Catalogue No. 191c is a misprint for X91A.
(ii.) O verprint double.

197a  3 b., violet-blue.
*97^ 5 c., blue.
197c 35 c., brown. 
i97<f 50 c.t green.

(£) In  black.
V arieties, (ii.) O verprint double.

2040(20 b., purple. 
204^'roc., red-brown.

A  V E R Y  H A N D S O M E  P R E S E N T
Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties. A grand packet, 

every stamp being different and genuine, and thus 
forming a ohoice collection in itself.

j£3, post-free and registered.
Stanley Gibbous. Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C-

Correspondence
Notes by the EAR L OF CRAWFORD, K.T.
The 2d. on Dickinson Paper
The Editor o f ** Gibbons Stamp Weekly ”

SiK, — In the issue of 24 October is an 
article of great interest by “  Plain Anchor,” 
dealing, amongst other subjects, with the ad
hesive stamps of the twopenny 7alue printed on 
Dickinson paper.

I think that the author has fallen into an error 
which should be corrected before it has time to be 
adopted by students of our early philatelic history.

On page 262 he says:—
There were only 2 sheets of 6 stamps printed”  

(in blue). I believe him to be wrong in the 
number of stamps to the sheet—and further, that 
possibly more copies were printed. I will return 
to this later.

First, the size of the sheet. In support of the 
statement the author refers the reader to a former 
paper of his printed in the Monthly Jou rn al of 
February, 1907, page 168, where we find a letter 
dated 9.3.41 from Joshua B. Bacon to Rowland 
Hill saying that he has received “  5 small pieces 
of [Dickinson] paper which we have printed, 3 of 
them in pink, and 2 in blue, and have gummed 
the backs of the whole of them. . . .”  He goes 
on to say that in order to test the paper and the 
gum properly he would like to have 6 or 8 
sheets more.

On 17.3.41, Rowland Hill wrote to Dickinson: 
“  I have the pleasure to enclose specimens of your 
new Label paper (which have been printed) 
together with a copy of Mr. Bacon’s letter thereon. 
Can you, without much trouble, supply the 6 or 
8 sheets of paper which he desires to have?”  
[I shall refer to this letter .later on.]

To the first of these two letters *' Plain Anchor ” 
prints a footnote saying that the colour is a pale 
brown, not a pink, “  and that the pieces of paper 
are 2§ x 2 in., and contain 6 stamps each. . . 
This is no doubt correct, but he has gone astray 
in the paragraph in last week’s G. S. W. where 
he states the sheets were of 6 stamps, and “ that

one sheet is carefully guarded by the firm of 
Messrs. Dickinson ”  as being evidence to the 
fact.

I contend that these Dickinson trials were 
printed from an experimental plate of twelve 
impressions of the 2d. value, Type 2, without 
corner letters, and with the upper right corner of 
each stamp erased.

To prove my statement, I wish to show that 
this was not a new procedure, but I must go back 
in history to at least Tune oftheyear 1840.

Within a month of the issue of the id., black, 
Rowland Hill found it necessary to change the 
colour and the ink, to guard against fraudulent 
cleaning of the obliteration marks.

For the experimental work, Perkins Bacon con
structed at least 2 plates, one of 3 stamps in one 
row, and one of 12 stamps (3 rows of 4 stamps), 
with letter blocks blank. The upper right corners 
were erased (not waxed, as U generally said). Of 
these trial impressions of the id. value, I have 
10 pulls of the first and 84 of the second plate. 
All sorts of colours and varieties of ink and 
obliterations were tried, and these trials gave rise 
to what is known as “  the Rainbow series.”

On 23 Novemlier, 1840, the ink and colour 
for the new issue of the id. and 2d. were selected, 
and the experimental work was closed.

Early in October the Treasury ordered that a 
change should be made in the appearance of the 
2d. stamp, and on 23 October Perkins Bacon 
sent two essays to Rowland Hill. In the first, 
one white line is shown below the word “ Postage” ; 
in the second, two white lines appear, one below 
“  Postage,”  the other above “  Two Pence.”  This 
latter essay was accepted, and a small plate of 12 
(3 rows of 4) was rolled at once by Perkins 
Bacon, from which to judge the effect. This also 
was found satisfactory, and the full-sized plate was 
constructed, and the “  Imprimatur ”  was given to 
the stamp on 25 February, 1841, as Plate 3 of 
the twopenny value.
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Meanwhile the experimental plate without 
corner letters was used for printing the sample 2d. 
labels which were attached to the Post Office 
circular announcing the changes made—the id., 
red, the new 2d., and the two sizes of the id. 
envelope, embossed heads.

In this state of the plate I have a sheet and an 
upper left corner block of 6. On it may be 
found many small flaws, hair lines, etc., by 
which it is quite easy to plate the several stamps.

The Dickinson trials were printed from it, 
and the sheet was 12 stamps, but to avoid 
illegality, the upper right corner was erased (as 
in the id. plate), because the paper to be experi
mented on was not the authorized Small Crown 
watermark.

And now I have to prove this statement. I 
have in my collection four copies of this stamp, 
a pair and a single in blue, and a single in red.

I 2 3 4

5 6 7 8  !

X

9 1 0 1 1 1 2

X X X

My copies are Nos. 6 red, 9 blue, and the 
pair II and 12. It will be found impossible to 
cut from the sheet a block of 6 stamps of the 
size quoted which shall contain each and all of 
my copies. Moreover, a corner block of 6 
measures exactly 2$ x 2, as mentioned by “  Plain 
Anchor.”

Therefore the sheets must have been of 12 
stamps, of which we know of 10 copies in blue: 
Dickinson, block of 6 ; “ Plain Anchor,”  one 
single; my own, one single, and a pair, leaving 
for the rest of the collectors 14 specimens.

Now, sir, w«th your permission, I wish to 
revert to the earlier letters which have been 
quoted from. On 9 March Bacon asked for 6 
or 8 sheets more to try upon. Rowland Hill 
sent the letter on to Dickinson asking, on 
17 March, if he could supply these 6 or 8 sheets 
asked for.

Wright and Creeke quote a letter (on page 30) 
to the effect that on IO April Dickinson sent 
15 sheets of “  tub-sized paper to Perkins Bacon 
through Rowland Hill. . . .”

The same authorities tell us that 8 of these 
sheets were used and printed from Plate 2 of 
the Penny Value. (Of this there is no doubt 
possible, for I have a right top corner block of 
4 with the plate number **2”  thereon.)

But the following words of their paragraph, 
“ they were not gummed, as were the itnfressions 
o f the Twopence, taken from  Plate 2,”  are vague,

only implying that the remaining 7 sheets 
were thus used, and without truth as regards 
Plate 2 (no lines), which had been taken from 
press on 30 August, 1840, and sent to Somer
set blouse nearly seven months before-these 
paper sheets were sent in for trial. It is difficult 
to conceive how these gentlemen could have 
stated this. They could never have seen a copy.

Curiously enough, this error is repeated in the 
current number of the Stamp Lover, page 116. 
There is still the uncertainty of the use of the 
remaining 7 sheets.

It is within the bounds of possibility that they 
were printed from Plate 3 of the 2d. value, but I 
think it most improbable; no one has, to my 
knowledge, reported a 2d. stamp, Type 2, with 
corner letters, and printed on Dickinson paper.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
C r a w f o r d .

2 C a v en d ish  Sq.
(50.10.08.) _______________

1862 Hair-line Issue
The Editor o f “  Gibbons Stamp Weekly”

S i r , —In your issue of 24.10.08 (p. 265), 
“  Plain Anchor”  writes (in the course of a very 
original and interesting article on British stamps): 
“  I wonder if any of my readers know why the 
is., Plate 3, hair-lines (incorrectly numbered on 
stamp *2'), was not issued for use? From the 
illustration of my pair, there appears to be no 
difference in the design, and the 4d. and 6d. had 
already been issued. The same question also 
applies to the 9d.”

“ Plain Anchor”  evidently knows so much 
about British stamps that I hardly suppose he is 
asking for information, but as he goes on to say, 
“  I believe the best interests of Philately would 
be served if readers would kindly express their 
views on these and many other questions of 
interest,”  I venture to send you my own opinion.

During 1864 the authorities decided that the 
corner lettering was too small, and new plates of 
the 3d., 4d., 6d., 9d., and is. were prepared. 
These new plates were approved on the following 
dates

3d. . 28.11.64 9d. - 27.2.65
IS . . „  4 d. • 3 -6 -6 5
6d. . 30.12.64

At that time there were in reserve two small- 
letter plates, 9d. hair-lines and is. hair-line , 
whilst a third, 4d., Plate 5, was being made. It 
is clear, I think, that the reason the latter was 
never completed and the two former never brought 
into use was because the new plates with larger 
lettering were then ready.

Although the authorities generally delayed the 
issue of a new stamp till the stock of the old 
already printed had been used up, they never 
showed any hesitation in throwing on the scrap- 
heap new plates. One wonders whether the loss 
in tne latter case did not fall on the printers !

There was a much larger demand for 4d. and 
6d. stamps than for 3d., 9d., and is., and the 
first small-letter plates of these values were worn 
out and superseded by the hair-line plate-* before 
the large-letter plates were ready, the 4d. being 
put to press 7-9-63 and the 6d. 11.4.64.

H. L 'E s t r a n g e  E w e n .

Fritted by W. B rendon  & S on, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ib so ns, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
14 November, 1908.
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Countries of the lilorid
B y  W. PERCY BARNSDALL 
Gold Coast

GO L D  C O A S T  is a  British Crown 
Colony on the W est Coast o f Africa, 
stretching for 334 miles along the 

G ulf o f Guinea, bounded on the west and 
north by French territory (Ivory Coast) and 
on the east by Germ an Togoland. It in
cludes the kingdom o f Ashanti, annexed 1901, 
and the Northern Territories, which were 
placed under British protection in the same 
year. T h e total area is about 82,000 square 
miles, and the population about one and 
half millions, o f which perhaps less than 
1000 are European.

T h e earliest efforts at colonization were 
made by the French in 1365, but the first 
real settlements were those o f the Portuguese 
in the fifteenth century. French, Dutch, 
English , D anish, and Prussian (Branden- 
burgers) settlements have all been estab
lished in turn, but the Portuguese, Dutch, 
and English  have been the most flourishing. 
Portugal founded Cape Coast Castle, the 
chief place o f the district, in 14 7 1. T he 
Dutch, under D e Ruyter, took possession 
in 1641, but ceded their rights to England 
in 16 6 ;. In 1850 England acquired Kitta 
and A ccra from Denm ark, and in 1872 the 
balance o f the Dutch establishments.

Differences arising out o f the transfer o f 
the Dutch factories led to the Ashanti W ar 
o f 1873-4 , which eventually resulted in the 
acquisition o f the whole o f the Ashanti 
kingdom.

T he Gold Coast Colony is the best governed 
and most prosperous o f British W est African 
possessions, and though it is disastrous in 
the loss o f life it entails to Europeans, it is 
o f great importance to British commerce.

In common, however, with the rest o f 
these possessions, Im perial authority has 
not done its best for the districts, and even 
Gold Coast, which has been acquired at the 
cost o f so much British blood and treasure, 
is prevented by the humiliating Anglo-French 
treaty o f August, 1887, from spreading 
further inland than 9° N.

It retains the original name assigned by 
early traders to designate the particular pro
duct which the district provided, and the

whole region is more or less auriferous. In 
past times large quantities o f gold were 
exported, but the abolition o f slavery caused 
the decline o f the gold industry amongst 
the natives, and the great obstacles to 
European enterprise are the unhealthiness 
o f the clim ate and difficulties o f transport. 
T he latter difficulties are being overcome,

good permanent roads being made, the river 
traffic exploited, and railway lines built. 
There is no doubt gold mining will be 
carried on very profitably in the future.

There are almost no manufactures, nor is 
agriculture much developed ; nevertheless, 
trade in the natural products o f the country 
is considerable. T he chief articles o f ex
port, in addition to gold, are india-rubber, 
palm-oil, kola nuts, and cocoa. In  the 
eastern parts poultry o f all kinds thrive 
rem arkably, and a good trade is done in 
provisioning ships. Telegraph and telephone
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facilities are abundant, and the postal service I 
efficient. In 1906 the number o f letters, | 
packets, etc., handled in the postal service 
was 2,970,000.

T h e ch ief towns are A ccra, the present 
seat o f governm ent (transferred from Cape 
Coast Castle in 1876 on account o f un
healthiness), with 15,000 inhabitants; Cape 
Coast Castle, 30,000, the chief port and 
business ce n tre ; E lm ina, 4,000, the old 
head-quarters o f  the Dutch ; Sekondi, the 
term inus o f the railw ay from Kum asi ; 
A kim , K itta, and Kum asi itself. T h e head
quarters o f the northern territories are at 
G am baga.

T h e currency is British sterling, the old 
cowrie currency being gradually superseded.

Philatelic History
Though hardly so attractive in appearance 

as the stam ps o f  Gam bia, the stam ps o f 
G old Coast share with them a  pleasing 
stability o f value. T h ere  has been com
paratively little fluctuation, and what altera
tion has taken place has m ostly had an 
upward tendency. L ike Gam bia also, the 
country is suitable for the general collector, 
as a fairly complete collection does not 
depend upon a  well-filled purse. There is 
one unattainable and one stamp priced at 
j£ l2 , but beyond these there are no stam ps 
that cannot be procured for 30s. or less. 
True, it is not a  ve ry  cheap country, but the 
list is short,and there is satisfaction in filling 
up blanks, as the stam ps are alw ays in 
request and change hands readily with but 
little alteration in market price.

T h e  stam ps have all been designed and 
manufactured by M essrs. D e L a  Rue &  Co., 
and in consequence are utilitarian rather 
than artistic. T ill 1889 they had a  d is
tinctive design, but at this date the well- 
known tablet type was introduced.

T he first issue was in Ju ly , 1875, and 
consisted of three values— id., 4d., and 6d. 
At the end of 1879 ^d. and 2d. values were 
added to the set. T h e stam ps were of 
uniform design and printed upon paper water
marked Crown C C . In  these stamps, as well 
as in those o f the same design on C A  paper, 
the words on the lower tablet denoting the 
value are printed separately. Differences 
m ay thus be found in the shade o f colour 
between the value and the rest o f the design, 
.and the inscription also  varies in position.

T h e  stam ps o f the 1875 issue were per
forated 12 J ,  but in 1876 they appeared with 
perforation 14, the 6d. probably about Jun e, 
the id . in Septem ber,and the 4d. in October 
or Novem ber. W hen the |d . and 2d. values 
appeared they were also  perf. 14. T h e 

. stam ps with the earlier perforation are much 
the scarcer, though the 4d. perf. 14  is a  rare 
stam p, particularly unused. T he prices in 
the following list are for the cheaper varieties.

1875-9. Wmk. Crown C C . P erJ.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
£d., olive-yellow . 4 6 3 6
id ., blue . ♦ 3 6 2 6
2d., green . . 12 0 3 6
4d., magenta • 35 0 

. 18 0
3 0

6d., orange 3 0

In M ay, 1883, the unattainable referred to 
above was issued, viz. a  provisional id. on 
4d., perf. 14. F o r  som e time considerable 
doubt was thrown upon the status o f the 
stam p, but the London Philatelic Society, in 
its handbook on A frica (Part II), recognizes 
the bona fid es  o f  the provisional. T h e  hand
book also states that only two specim ens are 
known, one in the Tapling Collection and 
one in a  famous Parisian collection.

In August, 1883, the lid. and id . appeared 
on paper waterm arked Crown C A . They 
were not in use for long, as the colours were 
changed in the following year, hence the 
prices are somewhat high.

August, 1883, Desis n, etc,, as before. Wmk.
Crown CA.

Unused. Used.
s. <L s. d.

^d., olive-yellow . . 30 o 17 6
id ., blue . . . .  1 20 o 30 o

T h e qd. did not appear on C A  paper till 
M arch, 1885, and the 6d. not till January, 
1889, whilst the 2d. in its original colour was 
never printed on this paper. T h is  value 
was changed in colour to g rey , and along 
with the id . and id . in new colours appeared 
in August, 1884. T hree new values were 
also added to the set, viz. is . and 2s. in 1888, 
and a  3d. in 1889. T here  are m any shades 
o f most o f the values, and as there are 
several plate numbers it is evident many 
printings were made.
1884-9. Sam e design. Wmk. Crown C A. P erf. 14.

^d., green .

Unused. 
s. d.
0 2

Used.
*. d.
O 2

id ., carmine O 4 O I
2d., g re y  . . O 6 O 4
3d., olive . I 0 I 6
4d., magenta . 1 6 t 0
6d., orange • 3 0 0 6
is., m auve. . 1 9 0 6
25., brown . . 6 0 2 0

T here was a  dearth o f  id . stam ps during 
1889, and provisional stam ps were created 
b y surcharging the 6d. orange o f the above 
issue. A t first these were only on sale at 
A ccra, and according to earliest information
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were supposed to be affixed by the postal 
authorities them selves.. However, unused 
specimens are not rare. In  Ju ly  o f the 
same year these provisionals were supplied 
to a few o f the outlying districts o f the 
colony.

March, 1889. Surcharged in  black.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
id. on 6d., orange . . 30 o 10 o

Before leaving the stam ps o f this design, 
it would be well to list the 2 |d . which was 
issued 13  March, 18 9 1. In the Catalogue it 
is out o f chronological order, as the high 
values mentioned as appearing in 1891 were 
really issued in 1889. T he 2^d. was intro
duced to provide for the new Postal Union 
rate, and was printed in two colours, the 
value, which is expressed partly in numerals, 
being in orange, and the rest o f the stamp 
in blue.

13 March, 1891. Same design, wmk., and pet-f.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. x. d.
2M ., blue and orange . 0 5  0 2

A s noted above, three high values, 5s., 
10s., and 20s., were introduced in 1889, and 
were o f the fam iliar Queen’s H ead tablet 
type. T h ey  were on C A  paper and perf. 
14, and appeared in Septem ber, 1889, and 
not in 1891, as the Catalogue has it. The 
Postm aster, in his report for 1890, says that 
the stam ps in question cam e into use in the 
previous year. T h e name and tablet o f 
value are in the second colour.

In April, 1894, the 20s. w as changed in 
colour owing to a theft o f 1440 stamps, 
which took place in April, 1893. T he sale 
o f this value was thereupon stopped until 
stamps o f a  new colour could be obtained 
from England. T h e  first 20s. is extrem ely 
scarce.

1889-94. Wmh. Crown C A. P erf. 14.
Unused. Used, 

t. d. s. d.
5s., lilac and blue . . . . to o 7 6

•os. „  red . . . . 35 o 6 o
205., green and red . . . 240 o —
20s., lilac and black on red  . . 30 o 4 0

In M ay, 1898 (the is . a  bit later), the 
other values were issued in a  sim ilar type, 
and in 1902 a 2d. was added to the set. A t 
the sam e time the colours o f the 5s. and 10s. 
were altered. T h e  2d., 3d., and 6d. have the 
value in coloured figures and letters on a 
white ground.

T he 2d. was much in request, for not a  
great m any were printed, and they were 
only issued in 1902, just previous to the 
appearance o f the K ing’s H ead set. This 
value was practically the last Queen’s Head 
stamp to be issued, if variation o f water
mark, etc., be ignored.

1898-1902. Name and value or tablet o f value 
in se ond colour. Wmk. Crown CA . P erf. 14.

H . lilac and green

Unused.
s. d.

• 0 3

Used. 
s. d. 
0 1

id. ,, red . . 0 4 O 1
2d. ,, orange (1902) * 3 6 4 0

2^d. ,, ultramarine . 0 9 1 0
3^. „  orange . 0 8 0 6
6d. ,, mauve 1 0 0 6
IS., green and black . 2 6 1 6
2$. ,, carmine . • 4 0 3 0
5s* ,, lilac (1900) • *5 0 10 0

10$, ,, brown (1900) . • 25 0 6 0

Tow ards the end o f 1901 the stock o f id. 
stam ps ran low, and a good quantity (60,000) 
o f 2 jd . and 6d. stam ps o f the last issue were 
surcharged.

6 October, 1901. Surcharged in  black.
Unused. Used.

jr. d. s.
id. on 2$d., lilac and ultramarine . 1 6  1 6
id. on 6d. ,, mauve . . 1 6  t 6

About April, 1902, the K ing’s H ead stam ps 
were put on sale. T h ey differ little from the 
general design o f the Queen’s H ead type. 
T h ey  appeared first on the single C A  paper, 
and the ^d. to 6d. have since been issued on 
the multiple paper. A  new value, 2s. 6d., 
was issued in 1906, and this was on the 
multiple paper. T h e  2d., 3d .,6d., and 2s. 6d. 
have the tablet o f value in w h ite.
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Name and value or tablet o f value in second 
colour.

1902-7. Wmk. Crown CA. Per/. 14.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
£d., lilac and green . 0 2 0 2
id. „ carmine . . 0 3 0 1
2d. „ orange-red . 0 3 0 32^d. „ ultramarine . 0 6 0 63d. „ orange . . 0 5 0 46d. mauve . 0 8 0 5
is., green and black2S. „ carmine . . 2 8
2s* 6d. ,, yellow ♦ 3 3mauve . 6 6

10s. ,, brown . . 12 6
20s., purple and black on red. 25 o

In 1907, to conform to Postal Union re
quirements, the Jd .}. id ., and 2 id . appeared 
in single colours.

1907. As last, printed in one colour.
Unused. Used.

s. d. *. d.
Jd., green . 0 1 0 t
id., carmine . . . 0 2 0 1
2$d., ultramarine . 0 4 *  —

A  specim en copy o f a  new id . has been 
seen, but the stam ps have not yet been 
issued. T h e  colour rem ains carm ine, but 
the design is somewhat changed. T h e  value 
is shown in figures, tw ice in the lower 
corners, and the name o f the colony appears 
in a  double-curved scroll at the top.

THE V ES T  STAMP HINGES
We have prepared a new stamp hinge, of con

venient size, put up in air-tight tin boxes, each 
containing 1000 hinges of good tough paper, 
doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable.

Post-free, 7d. per box.

P L B A SB  NOTB

The Prices quoted la the foregoing article are taken from our publishers* latest Stock Books, and 
are, therefore, the Prices at which Stanley Qlbbons, Ltd., will have pleasure In supplying any 
of the stamps that may be needed by any of our readers.

Topical notes
B y  CHARLES J. PHILLIPS
New Stamp Papers

A  S U R E  sign o f brisk business in 
stam ps for the com ing season is the 
publication o f several new stamp 

papers. T he first o f these (to which I have 
previously referred) was T he Stam p L o v er , 
and I have just received another, entitled 
G rie b erfs  P h ila te lic  N otes a n d  O ffers.

T h is  is noteworthy for two things. F irst 
o f all, it is published in English , German, 
and French, the three languages being 
arranged in parallel columns. Secondly, 
this paper is not a  daily, weekly, fortnightly, 
or m onthly ; it is one that will be published 
“ from time to time,” and will be used by 
M essrs. H. Griebert and Co. chiefly as an 
advertisem ent circular, but one got up and 
issued on novel and attractive lines.

From  “ Facts worth N o tin g” I quote as 
follows :—

That certain South American stamps, especially 
those of the Argentine Republic, Uruguay, Chili, 
and Brazil, are much in demand, and that a great 
advance in prices is not only probable, but certain.

That Paraguay is not satisfied with the twenty 
different surcharges recently issued, and that 
before long at least another dozen new varieties 
will make their appearance.

Dealers need not apply for these, as certain 
postal employes are buying them up themselves, 
and, we sincerely hope, will keep them for ever. 

That the boom for King’s Head stamps is over. 
That a great number of collectors have started 

specializing in countries which have hitherto been 
much neglected.

That early issues of Japan, Shanghai, Siamese 
surcharges, and nearly all the old issues of South 
America, are in a great many instances under- 
priced, and well worth going in for.

Another and important stamp paper is to 
be issued this month, under the editorship 
o f Mr. Sefi, o f the Jun ior Philatelic Society. 
I hope to review this shortly.

The Lithographed High Values of Queens
land (1881 series)

Under this heading M r. L . L. R . H ausburg 
commences an important article in the 
October number o f The P h ila te lic  Record. 

Mr. H ausburg states :—
The stamps are lithographed, and the stones 

contained one hundred and twenty impres
sions in twelve rows of ten. Transfers were 
taken from portions of the is. Perkins Bacon 
plate, and the whole or part of the value, and 
portions of the scrollwork at the sides, were
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erased, after which the new values were inserted. 
It is usual in such cases to take a small number 
of transfers and form a small intermediate stone, 
from which transfers are again taken and laid on 
a larger stone. These Queensland stamps 
were produced in this way. Mr. J .  Bornefeld 
had given some attention to these stamps, but 
had not completed the plating. He found five 
types in the case of the 2s. and 20s., and from 
this he inferred that there were also five types in 
the case of each of the other values. This, 
however, is incorrect, and every one of the 
three—the 2s 6d., 5s., and 10 s —has ten types, 
arranged in two rows of five. This number was 
no doubt chosrn to suit the arrangement of the 
watermaiks on the paper which was used for this 
series ; there were a hundred and twenty water
marks (arranged in twelve rows of ten each), so 
that the sheets of the 2s. and 20s. were each 
made up of twenty-four strips of five types, while 
the other values were made up of twelve 
blocks of ten types. The watermark is the 
second type of the Crown and Q.

Mr. H ausburg then g ives a  full description 
o f the 2s. and 2s. 6d., and the types o f the 
other values will be described in the next 
number o f the R ecord. T he article is 
illustrated with a fine plate o f the 2s., 2s. 6d., 
and 5s. types.

Latest Purchases
W e  have ju st purchased a  fine specialized 
collection o f G ib ra lta r, M a lta , and M orocco 
A gencies.

In the G ib ra lta r  the following are note
worthy :—

1889, carm ine, value omitted.
1889, panes o f various values showing 

arrangem ent o f  the m inor types.
A  very fine lot o f essays and colour trials.

In M orocco A g en c ies :—
Singles and pairs o f  nearly a ll values 

having the variety “  A  ”  for “  A ,”  a lso  a  pane 
o f sixty o f  the 10  c., carm ine, showing the 
error (this is  the rare “  A  ”  error) on stam p 
No. 36, and probably unique in a  pane. .

Singles and pairs o f n early  all values with

broad top to “ M ”  and with hyphen between 
“  n ”  and “  c ”  (“  n-c ” ), also  a  number o f full 
panes in various values.

In M a lta : —
A  really superb lot o f  the $d. stamps, 

18 6 1 to 18 8 1, including blocks o f four, and a  
superb lot o f shades.

In  the used stam ps o f |d ., yellow, there are 
two o f the 1861 on blue paper, a  variety that 
is very  hard to find in perfect condition.

In  the 1885 issue there is a  pair o f the 4d., 
brown, im p erf. and used ; this is from the 
corner o f the sheet, and has extra large 
m argins.

T here  is here also a  grand lot o f die 
proofs, essays, and colour trials, which will 
be found priced very moderately.

Another rather important purchase that 
we made lately was of a  collection in an old 
Lallier album o f 1864, containing quite a lot 
o f nice old Europeans, W est Indies, and 
Australians ; but the gem  o f this book was a 
M auritius 2d., blue, P o st P a id , but absolutely 
the p rcm  tire  g ra v u re , unused\ and in deep 
blue, in the sam e state o f engraving as the 
“  Post Office.”

Description o f N ew  S tock  Book arranged
and priced during the last week 

C h ili.
W it h  this very fine stock book we have 
am algam ated the balance o f the fine collec
tion o f these stam ps which we recently 
purchased from Chili, and the result gives 
us the finest and most complete lot o f Chili 
stam ps that we have been able to offer to 
our clients for m any years.

T h e  early local and London printed 
stam ps are well represented, there are a 
superb lot o f the errors o f 1900-4, including 
a  number o f uncatalogued varieties, a  grand 
lot o f  Postage D ue stam ps, and m any rarities 
in the Officials. A ltogether this is a  book 
that I recommend to the early attention o f 
those interested in this fine and philatelic 
group o f stamps.

The Cancellations on the 1851-56 
United States Issue
B y  C A R R O L L  C H A S E , M.D.

T H IS  issue is the second put forth by 
the U nited States G overn m ent The 
1847 issue which preceded it consist

ed o f but two v a lte s , and though in use for 
four years w as used to a decidedly lim ited ex
tent Roughly speaking but four and a h alf 
million o f these stam ps w ere distributed to 
postmasters. In 18 5 1 the rates o f  postage 
were decidedly reduced, particu larly when 
the postage w as prepaid, an d  three values,

1 c ,  3 c., and 12  c., replaced the ’47 issue. 
In  1855 the to  c. value w as added, and in 
1856  the 5 c. value appeared. T h e  24 c., 
30 c., and 90 c. values undoubtedly exist im
perforate, but are  considered b y the best 
authorities to be from sheets o f the 1857-60 
issue that escaped perforation.

Let us first consider the cancellations on 
the i8<Jl 3 c. value (the first stam p that 
was widely used in the U .S .) , later taking
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up such obliterations as are distinctive to the 
other values. N aturally m any o f the sm aller 
post offices throughout the country- were 
entirely without cancellation stam ps o f any 
kind. In these offices, before postage stam ps 
were in use, the habit had been to m ark 
upon the letter the amount o f postage paid 
or due. W hen the use o f stam ps began the 
pen or pencil continued in use. T h u s we 
find m any stam ps o f this issue cancelled 
by penmarks, or more rarely, pencilm arks. 
T h e stam ps o f this issue were never used for 
fiscal purposes, so pen cancellation never 
indicates that the stam p did revenue duty. 
M any other post offices had had a  postm ark 
showing the name o f the town and date, 
which had been used before stam ps were 
issued. M any covers bearing this issue 
show this postmark not touching the stamp, 
while with a  very large number this post
m ark was placed so that it cancelled the 
stam p. T he writer, as a  matter o f curiosity, 
has a  page o f these stam ps o ff the cover 
with postmarks showing distinctly the ab 
breviation o f each state in the Union.

W ith one exception, until the year 1855 
these postmarks never showed anything but 
month and day. A t this time a  few cities, 
notably W ashington, D .C ., and N ew  H aven, 
Conn., inserted the year in the postmark. 
Its value becam e apparent and other cities 
slowly followed. In 1853 the N ew Y ork  
post office inserted the year in the postmark, 
evidently only as an experiment. It was 
dropped after a  very short trial, why, 1 don’t 
know. The only stam p I have found, out o f 
thousands postm arked New York, showing 
this cancellation is dated “ New York, Ju l 15, 
1853.” The next earliest cancellation show
ing the year, that I have is “ W ashington, 
D .C ., Sep. 7, 1855.”

B lack  ink was naturally most used for 
these postmarks, whether showing the year 
or not. Blue is the next commonest colour. 
Red was much more rarely used, Boston, 
M ass., being the largest user, while brown 
is next in rarity. Those in green are very 
seldom found, being eagerly sought after by 
specialists. T he only towns that I have been 
able to identify as using green postm arks 
are Lancaster, Pa., Taunton, M ass., North- 
field, M ass., Cleves, Ohio, Saltsburgh (state 
not shown), and probably York, Pa. O f 
these Lancaster, Pa., is the showiest, being 
a  brilliant yellow-green. Two towns, at 
least, used postm arks that were brilliant 
ultramarine, unlike any other o f the blue 
postmarks. I have never seen but the two 
copies I have. I also have one copy in 
which the postm ark is brilliant wine colour, 
alm ost magenta. T h e shape of these post
m arks was almost alw ays round. U tica, 
N .Y ., and at least one other town, used an 
oval postmark. One town, “ W e st—  
used a shield-shaped postmark. T he size

o f these postm arks also varied from very 
large to very  small.

In considering cancellation stamps as 
differentiated from postm arks, let me apply 
this name to the handstam ps other than 
those showing the name o f the town, used 
exclusively for cancelling the stamp. T h e 
commonest form was one showing parallel 
bars in a  circle. T h ese exist in m any minor 
varieties as  regards size, number o f bars, 
etc. T h e colours are found in about the 
sam e relative rarity as  the postm arks—  
black the com m onest; then blue, red, brown, 
and very rarely ultram arine. A  single copy 
in m y possession is the only one 1 have seen 
o f the last. Fancy cancellation stam ps in 
m any designs were more infrequently used. 
T h eir  detailed description would be un
interesting to  the average reader. Various 
designs o f the star are very showy, as are 
those rare exam p l.s  in violet ink.

N um erals alone, or as part o f  a  design, were 
occasionally used as cancellation stamps. 
I have copies showing the num erals “ 3,”  “ 5,” 
and “  10.”  W hile speaking o f  numerals, it 
m ay be stated that “ 3,”  “ 3 c t s ., "  and “ 5 ” 
were som etimes put in as  part o f the post
m ark. T h e postm ark show ing “  5 ”  had 
probably been used for the 1847 issue.

T h e  word “  P A ID ,”  used long before stam ps 
were, still survived, and is found as a  rather 
common cancellation. It was sometimes 
written in ink on the stam p, and the word 
alone is also  found as  a  cancellation stamp 
in various styles o f type, both in blue and 
black. T he city o f Boston, M ass., m ade 
extensive use o f two cancellation stam ps, 
one large and one sm all, in which the word 
“ p a id " appeared with three horizontal lines 
above and below it, all in a circle. With the 
exception o f one specim en o f the smaller, 
in red, this is alw ays black. “ Paid 3 ” was 
also used for a  cancellation stam p in black, 
blue, and red. “  Paid  ’’ and “  3 Paid ”  were 
also included in some postmarks. One 
handsome handstam p consists o f circle 
containing “ Paid ," “ c,” and the Rom an 
numeral “  1 1 1  ’’ in blue.

One or two other interesting facts regard
ing the ordinary postm arks and handstamps 
m ay be noted. Som e towns used a post
m ark o f one colour and a cancellation stamp 
o f another. Boston, M ass., is the best 
exam ple, it invariably using a  red postmark 
and a  black cancellation stam p. I have 
other stam ps showing a blue postmark and 
a black cancellation stam p, a  red postmark 
and blue cancellation stamp, and a  red post
m ark and green cancellation stamp. Other 
postm arks, both in black and blue, are 
found in which both month and day were 
written in in ink, and still others in which 
the day o f the month alone was put in in 
this way. W hether these exam ples were 
due or not to loss o f the proper type is a
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question. From  the rather large num ber 
found, 1 think the cancellation stam p was 
som etimes m ade for use without the printed 
date.

T h e  most interesting cancellations o f  all 
are the railroad, ship, express, and sim ilar 
cancellations found on these stam ps. M y 
best exam ple o f a  railw ay cancellation is on a  
copy o f  the 3 c. value, and reads “  M orris &  
E sse x  R .R .”  in a  circle dated “ M ay 15 .” 
Another reads “ N ew  Y ork  &  E rie  R .R .”  in 
a sim ilar style, and a  third, what I ju d ge to 
be “  M ichigan Central R .R .”  T here  are 
other most interesting cancellations which
1 feel certain were applied on the mail trains 
between N ew  Y o rk  and Boston. One reads 
“  U .S . E xp ress M a il”  in a  circle, with “  N .Y .”  
at the bottom and “ N. Y o rk ”  in sm aller type 
under “  Express.”  T h e  month and day, but 
not the year, were also  stated. T h e  other 
reads the sam e way, except that “  M ass.”  
takes the place o f “  N .Y .,”  and “ B osto n ” 
takes the place o f “  N. Y ork .”  These were 
certainly used on letters m ailed from N ew  
Y o rk  and Boston respectively. B ut what 
m akes me certain that this cancellation was 
applied on the train is the fact that I have 
several entire letter sheets sent from P ro 
vidence, R .I . (which is on the railroad from 
N ew York to Boston), to N ew  Y ork  and 
bearing this cancellation. T h ey were in use 
to m y knowledge, from entire covers in m y 
possession, at least from 18 M arch, 1852, to
2 Jun e, 1854. Another variety o f cancella
tion which was probably used on railroads 
is that showing m erely the word “ w a y .”  
I have copies showing different styles o f 
type, but have never seen a  copy on a coyer. 
I also  have one “  w a y  5 * in brown. Possibly 
this had been used on the preceding issue.

I have stam ps showing the following 
cancellations, which I judge to have been 
used on shipboard. “ Steam  S h ip ”  in two 
lines, “ Steam  B o a t”  in two lines, and 
“  Steam boat ” in one line, in both black and 
blue. There is a  most interesting cancella
tion o f “  New Y ork  ” in a circle with the date 
(month and day) at the bottom— and with 
the word “  Sh ip ” under “  New York.” One 
more exam ple showing “ T ro y— N ew  York ” 
on one line and “  Steam  Boat ” below it in 
blue, probably in an oblong frame. T h is  
must have been used on the Hudson R iver 
boats.

Fo r some reasons the cancellations o f the 
express com panies are the most interesting 
o f all. The thrilling history o f the W ells 
Fa rgo  E xp ress Com pany and their Pony 
Post is too wejl known to need comment. 
The stam ps o f this issue were used to quite 
an extent on correspondence carried by 
them. Mr. H. B . Phillips s a y s :  “ T h e 
Governm ent required the private expresses 
to see to it that full letter postage was paid 
on letters carried by them, and when this

was done the com panies were permitted to 
carry letters and charge any amount they 
chose for the service.”  T he description o f 
three covers owned by John N . L u ff will 
serve to give an excellent idea o f the cancella
tions used. A ll three covers have pre
cancelled stam ps— I believe the first known. 
T he first envelope was sent from Sacram ento, 
Cal., to San Francisco, Cal. A t the left 
o f the envelope is an  oval postm ark in red 
showing “ W ells Fa rgo  &  Co.”  above, and 
“  Sacram ento ”  below, with “  Express ”  in 
fancy type between. T h e  stam p itself, a  3 c. o f 
this issue, is surcharged, or rather precan
celled, “  W. F . &  Co.”  in block type in dark 
greyish blue, reading from the bottom o f the 
stam p toward the top. M r. C. W . Phillips, o f 
California, who discovered these envelopes, 
is authority for the statement that these 
stam ps were surcharged in sheet form 
before use, and that they were used before 
stam ped envelopes were issued. T h e second 
cover, sent from M arysville to San  Francisco, 
bears a  sim ilar oval postm ark, excepting that 
“  M arysville ”  takes the place o f “  Sacra
mento.”  It is also stam ped “ P a id ”  in a 
double-lined oval. T h e  3 c. stam p on this 
cover is precancelled by a  single line 
o f black ink running from top to bottom. 
T h e third cover w as also sent from 
Sacram ento to San Francisco, but by Adam s’ 
Express. T h e postm ark is round, in greyish 
blue, with “  Adam s E x .”  above and “  Sacra
m en to”  below, with the date, “ Apr. 15 ,” 
between. T h e cover is also stam ped “ P a id ” 
in a  single - lined oval. T h e  3 cent 
stamp is precancelled in black ink by two 
straight lines crossing at right angles. I 
have a  single copy o f the 3 c. o ff cover, 
showing part o f the oval postm ark used by 
the W ells Fargo  Com pany in the customary 
greyish blue.

Foreign  cancellations, or rather re-cancel
lations, exist on these stam ps, but my 
knowledge o f them is limited. I have a pair 
of the 3 c. that has “ Canada 1 0 ” stamped 
on it five or six times.

T he cancellations on the 1 c. stam p of this 
issue do not vary  much from those found on 
the 3 c. value, except in a  few instances. 
T he various coloured cancellations are about 
as relatively rare as on the 3 c. stamps. 1 
have never seen any ultram arine or magenta 
cancellations. The green ones are very 
rarely found.

I have a vertical strip o f three o f the I c. 
showing the “ U .S . E xp ress M a il” cancel
lation.

There are found a few o f the 1 c. value, 
used on letters for delivery in the same 
city in which they were mailed, with a 
cancellation indicating that the delivery has 
been made by carriers. I am fam iliar with 
but one type. It was used in N ew York 
City. T h e only dated copy I have is April
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17 , 1857. T h e postmark consists o f a 
double circle. Between the two at the top, 
“ U .S . M ail” ; at the bottom, “ C ity D elivery.” 
Above and outside o f the outer circle is the 
word “  Paid.” W ithin the inner circle is the 
figure “  i ”  (signifying 1 c.), with a dash 
beneath it. Below this is the date— month 
and day. Cancellation is found in both red 
and black, the latter being decidedly scarcer.

T h e cancellations on the to  c. and 12 c. 
values vary little from those used on the 3 c. 
stamps. A s red cancellations showed more 
distinctly, they were used in greater propor
tion.

T h e cancellation on the bisected 3 c. 
stam ps, used as 1 c. on circulars, consisted 
o f “ San  Francisco, Cal., M ay 30, 1853,” and 
“  M ay 3 1 ,  1853.” T h e  bisected 12  c. stam ps

nearly alw ays cam e from California. M any 
o f the covers are handstam ped “ v ia N icara
gua. Ahead o f the m ails.”  There were rival 
steam ship com panies at this time operating 
via Isthmus o f Panam a and by the N icara
guan route. This handstam p was used b y the 
N icaragua Com pany, which claim ed quicker 
service. Mr. Luff, in his history o f United 
States postage stam ps, is authority for the 
statements in this paragraph, and also  for 
the statement that the bisected 10  c. stamps 
o f this issue are probably all fraudulent.

T h e author will appreciate any further 
information in regard to the cancellations on 
this issue, and can be addressed, C are  o f 
Stanley Gibbons, Inc., 198 Broadw ay, New 
York.

Dotes of a Provincial 3uniott-contmuea
B y  Y O K E L

(iContinued from page 267.)
Queensland

T H E  early issues o f Queensland are not 
so largely sought after as the stam ps 
o f the two countries previously de

scribed, but they form a nice com pact country 
and are not difficult to understand.

Queensland, in 1859, bought some id., 2d., 
and 6d. stam ps from the N ew  South W ales 
Government, and issued them for postage 
purposes. T h e stam ps can only be d is
tinguished by the postmark from ordinary 
New South W ales, and in consequence are 
not listed by M essrs. Stanley Gibbons. T h e 
stamps were the “  diadem ”  issue, and were 
imperforate. The postm ark consisted o f 
“  Q L  ’’ in three concentric ovals.

T he 6d. value is also found perf. 12 , and is 
o f a  grey-brown colour. T h ese stam ps are 
seldom met with.

T he first Queensland stam ps were printed 
by M essrs. Perkins Bacon and Co. from 
plates which they engraved, and were issued 
in Novem ber, i860, more than ten years 
after the first stam ps appeared in N ew 
South W ales. These stamps, o f  the value 
o f id ., 2d., and 6d., were at first imperforate, 
but were later issued perforate with clean- 
cut perforations, gauging 14  to 16. T h e 
paper was waterm arked with a  L arge  Star, 
sim ilar to the first paper used b y  N ew Zea
land and South Australia.

T h e 2d. imperforate is a  difficult stamp to 
obtain, but the 6d. perforate is fa irly  common. 
T he other stam ps will require seeking for.

These sam e stamps, together with two 
new values o f 3d. and is. and a  Registered 
stam p, were printed on paper watermarked 
with a  Sm all Star, sim ilar to 1863 issue o f 
G renada, b y M essrs. Perkins Bacon and Co.

T h e  perforation is sim ilar to that o f the 
1861 issue o f Ceylon, being clean-cur and 
rough. T h e  id. and 2d. values are also 
found with the perforation clean-cut and 
gauging a regular 14.

These stam ps are  not common, and their 
values are correctly stated in the Catalogue. 
C are must be taken not to confuse the 2d., 
No. 7, with No. 13.

In 1862 the plates were received from 
M essrs. Perkins Bacon and Co., and printed 
from in the colony, the paper used not 
having a  waterm ark, and being o f a  stout, 
soft, yellowish texture. T h e perforation 
w as carried out b y the printers ; the holes 
were square and gauged 12 J  to 13 . T h e  id. 
is found in a  more or less lake-red shade and 
is not common, and the 3d. value is not 
readily met with.

In  1867 the stam ps o f id ., 2d., and 6d. 
values were perforated by the Governm ent 
with round-hole perforations gauging 13 .

Paper with a  Sm all Star wmk., sim ilar 
to that on which the last Perkins Bacon 
stam ps were printed, was used for an issue o f 
id ., 2d .,and 6a. stam ps, and also a Registered 
stam p, in 1864. T h e  perforation was 12^  to 
13  with square holes. T he id . value is not 
easy to find with good colour.

In 1866 the id . and 2d. values were 
printed on paper having a waterm ark o f 
script capitals ; each stam p shows a  portion 
o f one or two letters. T h e 2d. value is 
found in good condition, but the id ., orange- 
verm ilion, will require some hunting after.

T w o  new values o f 4d. and 5s. were re
quired in 1866* and to avoid the trouble o f 
m aking new engraved plates, lithography 
was resorted to. T h e  stam ps were printed on 
thick yellowish paper, and were perforated 13
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with round holes. The 4d. is found on this 
paper in two colours, o f  which a slate is 
the better, the lilac shade being easier to 
obtain in good condition. T his 4d. plate 
was again printed from in 1868, and the 
paper then used was waterm arked Crown 
and Q ; the colour was yellow to buff, and 
the perforation was both 13  and 12, the 
former being scarce.

W e now come to an issue having a small 
truncated Star as a watermark. These stamps, 
except the is. value, are not hard to find 
with a  perforation gauging 13, but the id., 
2d., 3d., and 6d. values will require a  deal 
of patience to find with a perforation 12. 
The id. and 2d. values are found with com
pound perf. 13  and 12, but are rare.

M any shades are found in this issue, 
especially in the 3d. value, which is found 
ranging from dark brown to greenish brown ; 
the pure dark brown is the best. T h e stamps 
are also found on paper waterm arked Crown 
and Q, and perforated 13  and 12.

There are several shades o f the id. value 
which are not easy to find, especially a  rose 
shade, perf. 13. The 3d. value is not so 
easily'found as in the preceding issue, and 
the is . value is not easy to find with 
genuine postmark.

The id ., 2d., 4d., and 6d. values are found 
with compound perforation 13  and 12, but 
are rare (the 4d. value is lithographed).

T his is not exactly a difficult country, but 
it is not so attractive as several o f the other 
countries in the group ; the stam ps are very 
attractive in appearance, and are generally

329
well printed in good colours, and these 
stam ps would perhaps appreciate in value if 
this country becam e really fashionable, 
although large numbers would not be 
required by the specialist for plating.

T he following list shows the com parative 
values during the past twenty years or so.

H Deal in Denmanks
B y  AN AMATEUR DEALER

T H E  other day I bought five hundred 
stam ps o f D enm ark and destroyed 
two hundred copies at sight. T hey 

were the 1, 2, 3, 4, and 15 ore o f the 
1904 issue (Type 15). T he 15 ore is 
plentiful everywhere, but the other four 
values m ay perhaps be classed among the 
“ uncommon com m ons” ; they rarely turn up

in any quantity, anc are seldom to be met 
with perfectly clean. T h e  few I have 
managed to get sold readily, since the 
stamps, when clean, are really things o f 
beauty, and naturally I wanted some more— 
a lot, in fact.

In the course o f correspondence I came 
across a  man in Norw ay who offered to sell 
me a  hundred copies o f each denomination 
at a  moderate price. I closed with his offer, 
and in due time the parcel arrived. A t first 
sight it was evident that the stam ps had 
been collected exactly as they came to hand, 
taking bad and good copies ju st as they 
turned up, and without discarding any. I 
suppose it doesn’t pay a  dealer to throw out 
m any bad copies ; my purchase, I conclude, 
was fairly representative o f every “  hundred- 
lot ”  that is sold, and bad copies have to be 
paid for at the same rate as the good. 
But I only wanted good copies, an a the 
following is an account o f how the parcel 
turned out— it shows that stam p selling is 
not all beer and skittles to the dealer.

The 1  ore, orange-yellow
Yellow  is a  colour that usually fares badly 

beneath a  postmark. W hen lightly can
celled this 1 ore, Denm ark, is a  thing o f
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beauty, but the least overdose o f post office 
ink robs it o f its glory. I emptied out m y 
hundred copies and glanced through them 
casually ; at first sight not a  single good 
copy appeared. Presently, however, I found 
one — and rejoiced. A fter ten minutes’ 
rigorous search 1 found others, together with 
a  score or two which I classed as “ seconds” ; 
the rem ainder o f the lot were practically 
useless for m y purpose.

Turning up the Catalogue I saw the stamp 
was priced id ., and m y first reflection was 
that it was well worth it. Reviewing my 
hundred-lot coolly 1 calculated that 1 should 
never “ get m y money b a c k ” — not i f  I had 
to sell the stam ps at a  penny ap iece ! (1 
have since had a sim ilar experience with the 
i ore, yellow, o f 1902; o f this stam p I possess 
copies that would tax the ingenuity o f an 
expert to name at sight.)

T he 2 ore, carmine
T h is stam p seem s to be on harder paper, 

less absorbent than the 1 ore, and not con
tracting so heavy a  postmark. Here 1 
found a slightly more encouraging per
centage o f perfect copies. A  clean copy o f 
this stam p has an enticing ap pearance; I 
spread out such clean specim ens as I found 
and adored them for a while— each an artistic 
gem, com pact in design, the lettering 
dignified and m ajestic, and the g a y  carmine 
o f the stamp intensely attractive. (Some 
collectors, I know, are like bulls : they go  
for a  red stam p at sight.)

The 3 ore, grey
T his is a  disappointing stamp. G rey is a  

shade that seems to attract all the ink on the 
cancelling instrument. T h irty  per cent o f 
the lot 1 got seemed to have been treated to 
an ink bath, and looked as  if they had 
revelled in it. T h e least superabundance o f 
ink seem s to associate with the grey hue o f 
the stamp in producing a  ghastly effect, and 
where a heavy dose had been besprinkled 
upon it it was a  horrible sight—to a lover o f 
clean copies. M ind you, when it is really 
clean it is not so bad ; it has all the dignity 
o f the 2 ore, save for its colour. Out o f my 
hundred copies 1 got about a score that 
were really nice ; but this was really due, I 
fancy, to an accident, which I will explain.

Danish Postm arks
D enm ark possesses various kinds o f post

marks. Som e are as heavy as any British 
obliteration— I am thinking at the moment 
o f a G lasgow  postm ark I once saw on a 
British Official stamp, a cancellation that 
had dyed the whole stam p black in a twink
ling. (M y sister rem arked at the time that 
Scotland was the place where she sent most 
o f her things to be dyed.) W hen such a 
stroke descends on a 3 ore, Denm ark, it 
sim ply shrivels it up. But there is a  town

som ewhere in D enm ark which has adopted 
the thin-line cancellation such a s  some 
London letters bear, or such as th ey have 
over in Chicago or Toronto—three or four 
parallel bars as  thin as a  light penmark. 
Alm ost the whole o f m y clean copies I 
found all in a  heap ; evidently they had all 
em anated from the sam e Danish town, and 
they all bore the thin-line m ark. (May 
heaven prosper that town, and m ay its 
exam ple in postm arkm anship be universally 
followed!) T h is  thin-bar cancellation is 
merciful to the stam p, and kind to a  man 
who has to buy a  hundred copies o f it. Yet 
this stam p is only catalogued id., and again 
the reflection strikes one that it is really 
cheap.

T h e 4 ore, pale blue
H ere occurred a  more gratify in g per

centage o f clean copies, thanks again  to 
the thin-line postm ark, and to the fact 
that the blue o f the stam p seem s to 
possess ink-resisting powers. T h e stam p is 
a  pretty b lu e : one alm ost wishes it had been 
catalogued as royal blue ; it certainly has a 
royal appearance. It is common, no doubt, 
yet it is more glorious in appearance than 
some stam ps that cost £  1. W herever it 
turns up it should g ive pleasure.

T h e  15  ore, lilac
T h e  dainty lilac o f this stam p seems 

scarcely strong enough to resist even an 
ordinary postmark. T h e  blue o f the 4 ore 
seems to defy cancellation, and to shine 
through in spite o f it, but the 15  ore quickly 
succumbs. T h e sam e postm ark that would 
pass muster on a  4 ore would cripple the 
15  ore permanently. It was a  heart-rending 
business to sort out the “ fin e”  from the 
“  fair,” and to relegate the discarded copies 
to the waste-paper basket.

Ju st now I feel l should like to peep into 
the album s of a  hundred collectors, and see 
what sort o f copies they possess o f the five 
stam ps above mentioned.

Denm ark and the Danes
B y the way, I have a  great adm iration for 

the D A N  in D E N M A R K  on these stamps. 
It is said that the D anes gave their name 
to the D anube  and the Daft/awelles, the 
D n iester and the D n iep er, as they came 
across Europe. Som e o f the historians 
hold that the “  D anai,” m entioned one 
hundred and forty-seven tim es in Homer, 
were the D anes ; they were the sea rovers 
o f their time, the explorers o f Northern 
Europe and the invaders o f E n glan d , a  very 
old and very hardy race. It is good to see 
the contraction “ d a n ”  still figuring on the 
stam ps o f D en m ark ; “ m a r k ” probably 
signifies the territory m arked out b y the 
D anes for their settlement.
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British Stamps used Abroad —continued
By I. J. BERNSTEIN a n d  CHAS. NISSEN

(Continued fron t page 299.)
G R O U P  V I —continued
The South African W a r  —continued

T Y P E  IV  is a rubber stam p at least 
twice the size o f an ordinary date stam p 
and probably made locally ; there are 

several varieties o f this, and it is found im 
pressed in violet and in blue. T h e inscription 
is “ A rm y Post Office”  round the upper curve 
and “ South A fric a ” round the b a s e ; the date 
is in one line across the centre ; occasionally a 
number and initial are found over it. T h e 
word “ Barberton”  is known, and a further 
variety has the word “  Volksrust ”  instead o f 
l; South A frica” at the base A gain , one m ay 
find the words “  South A frica ” at top and 
“ Field F o rce ” at the bottom.

Type V  is a  double-framed octagon with 
the inscription “ A rm y Post Office ”  at top and 
“ N atal Field  F o rc e ”  at bottom between the 
lines. In the side labels the letters “ V .R .” 
appear, and in the centre the date with an 
office num ber or name o f  town below.

APR 11 
1901 

. STANDERTOK.

% f t #
T yp e VI is a  thick and nearly alw ays 

blotchy obliterator sim ilar to that used here 
by our newspaper branch, and consists o f the 
initials “  F .P .O .”  (F ie ld  Post Office) and a 
number in a  circle. It is seldom met with 
and most likely w as jsed  on newspapers.

T yp e V I I  is o f 'a  sim ilar nature but has 
the letters “ N .F .F .” (N atal F ie ld  Force); this 
time, however, the letters appear in white 
and background in black, and it is probably 
the newspaper branch cancellation used in 
Natal.

T yp e  V I I I .  T h is type is sim ilar to Type II 
but slightly sm aller and thinner in lettering, 
and em anates from the M ilitary Post Office 
of N atal. T h e inscription reads “ N ata l” at 
top and “ Fie ld  F o rce ” at bottom, sometimes 
with a number and sometimes without. It 
is met with in black and in violet.

In addition to these one m ay find local 
obliterations o f all kinds and descriptions 
used on British stamps, notably Ladysm ith, 
Pretoria, Cape Colony, etc.

In Ju ly , 1903, the Postm aster-General in 
his report s a y s :  “ T he A rm y Post Office 
has been com pletely withdrawn from South 
Africa, and all postal communication with 
the troops still on service there is carried 
on through the Colonial Post Offices under 
ordinary regulations.”

T he stam ps used were those current 
between 1899 and 19 °3  in G reat Britain and 
also N atal, Cape, British Bechuanaland, 
Orange Free State, the same overprinted 
“ V .R .I .”  T ransvaal also, with or without 
“  V .R .I .,”  etc. In addition to the ordinary 
the A rm y Official stam ps were used, but are 
undoubtedly scarce.

Reference L i s t :—
Queen’s Head. Jd ., vermilion.

id ., lilac.
1 id ., lilac and green.
2d., green and carmine.
2 J <1 , lilac on blue.
3d , lilac on yellow.
4d., green and brown.
5d., lilac and blue.
6d., lilac on red.
9d., lilac and blue, 

iod., lilac and carmine.
is., green.
1900, Jd ., green.
is ., carmine and green.

King’s Head. 1901, Jd ., id ., i jd . ,  2d., 2 jd ., 
3d., 4d., 5d., 6d., 9d., iod., 
is .; also id ., pale green (1904).

A rm y Official.
Queen’s Head. Jd ., vermilion.

Jd ., green.
id ., lilac.
6d., lilac on red.

In the course o f time the number o f Boer 
prisoners becam e so large that special camps 
were established for their reception and also 
for the concentration o f those non-combat
ants whose presence in the war area was 
objectionable. T heir correspondence was 
always carefully censored before despatch 
and special m arks were employed to denote 
that it had been perm itted to pass. T h ey 
are o f very great interest, but as they were 
used in addition and not as postm arks they 
hardly com e within the scope o f th is article.

(To be continued.)
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Foreign Dotes
B y  FRANK PHILLIPS
Collectors pay Voluntary T a x e s .

’ E ch o de la  T im bro lcg ie  has been dilat
ing on the enormous sum contributed 

every year by stam p collectors to the postal 
departments o f the countries o f  the world. 
I wonder i f  m y readers have ever thought 
about it when they were intent on the purchase 
o f new issues. I t  is evident that when one 
buys a id. stamp, one does not pay the penny 
as the cost o f the stam p, but for the right o f 
requiring the Post Office to carry  a letter 
somewhere or other. T he cost o f  carrying 
letters is by no m eans small, and the profits 
o f the British Post Office are only gained by 
much thought as to ways and m eans. W hat 
a saving accrues to the Post Office when we 
pay our penny m erely for the paper label, 
and do not require the perform ance o f any 
service in exchange !

Our contem porary places the nett profit 
accruing to the Governm ents o f the world 
from stamp collectors at nearly £ 4,000,000; 
it is an immense sum certainly, and perhaps 
the figure is a bit high, but wait until we 
examine some of the known statistics o f the 
sale to collectors o f unused stam ps.

In 1900 the Germ an Governm ent started 
selling Germ an Colonial stam ps in Berlin, 
and we m ay be sure that only a  very  small 
proportion o f those stam ps are ever used for 
postal purposes. In  seven years stam ps to 
the value o f ,£50,000 have been s o ld ; that is 
to say, the average yearly  sales exceed £7000. 
N ow  Germ any has but few colonies, and no 
stam p exceeding 5s. in face value ; I wonder 
what is the annual value o f British Colonial 
stam ps sold to collectors, and what o f the 
m any French Colonials ? T h e  figures must 
be enormous in com parison with the sm all 
number o f and relatively unpopular Germ ans 1

W e stam p collectors are often told by 
Government officials and others that postage 
stam ps are not issued for our benefit, but 
solely for the convenience o f  them selves and 
o f the p u b lic ; true enough, but have these 
sam e gentlem en ever given a  thought to the 
profits thus m ade b y  the m ajority o f the 
postal departm ents? I f  they had, perhaps 
they would consider the poor collector som e
times, and even deign  to take a  little advice 
from him.

N ew  Issue for Holland
A  CORRESPONDENT in H arlingen writes me 
that the colours o f two values o f the current 
set are to be changed, and that the new 
bicoloured stam ps will be issued early  next 
month (i.e. Decem ber). T h e  two values 
concerned are the 15  and 20 cents, form erly

brow n  and green  respectively. In the new 
issue the H ead  o f Queen W ilhelm ina and 
the background o f the centre fram e will be

in one colour, and the rest o f the design 
in another. M y correspondent states that 
the colours w ill be as follows :—

1 5  c . ,  red centre, b lue-violet frame, etc.
2 0  c .,  blue-grey centre, ligh t green  frame, etc.

C rete  and the Balkan  C risis 
On e  o f the less important results o f the trou
ble in the Balkans has been theactionofCrete, 
which, as is well known, is an autonomous 
State  under a  H igh Com m issioner o f  the 
four Powers, Great Britain , R ussia, France, 
and Italy. T h e  island is nom inally subject 
to the suzerainty o f  T urkey , but pays no 
tribute. S in ce 14  A ugust, 1906, tne right 
o f  the K ing  o f  the H ellenes to propose the 
H igh  Com m issioner has been recognized, 
and the present holder o f  that office is 
A lex. Thr. A . ZAimis, form erly Prim e M inis
ter o f Greece.

Shortly after A ustria had declared her 
annexation o f  Bosnia and H erzegovina, the 
people o f the island o f C rete declared their 
independence, and also  their voluntary an
nexation to Greece. T h ey  im m ediately pro
ceeded to overprint their postage stamps 
EAAA2  (Greece), but I am  not at all sure 
that stam ps overprinted thus will be recog
nized as legitim ately issued, as apparently 
C rete only maintained its autonomy b y  the 
w ill o f the Powers, and therefore has not 
the faintest right to declare its annexation 
to  Greece.

Sergeant F .  A shby sends me a 1 lepton 
stam p overprinted as above, and also  a  note 
o f  other values overprinted up to the present, 
an d  I g ive below a  reference l i s t ; but it 
must not be gathered that m y publishers 
accept the stam ps a s  authentic. T h ey  are 
said  to have been issued on 21 or 22 
Septem ber, and were overprinted in black 
with the characters illustrated below.

T h e  types refer to illustrations in my 
publishers’ current C atalogue, and the C ata
logue num bers o f the stam ps overprinted 
are  given in brackets.
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Type.

t  1 10 2
i f  5 
9 io 
19 2 0
3125
2 1 5 0  
2 2  1 
i n  2
23! 3 
24 s

EAAAI
1., red-brown (No. 71).
1., violet (No. 101).
1., green (No. 102).
1., scarlet (No. 73).
1., blue-green (No. 104).
1., black and blue (No. 124).
1., brown (No. 106).
dr., sepia and carmine (No. 107). 
dr., brown (No. 90). 
dr., black and orange (No. 108). 
dr. ,, olive-green (No. 109).

The above stam ps w ere  to have been used 
until the proper stam ps o f G reece could be 
issued in Crete, but recently the people of 
Crete have repented o f their sudden action, 
and have left their future position entirely in 
the hands o f the Powers. I do not think it very 
probable that the adhesion to G reece will be 
confirmed, so I shall be very surprised if 
these stam ps are ever recognized as a duly 
authorized issue.

Belgian Poste Restante Regulations
I r e a d  in L e  C ollectionn eur de Tim bres- 
Poste that more stringent regulations have 
lately been adopted in Belgium  touching the 
use o f the Poste Restante ; letters m ay no 
longer be addressed c/o a post office, ad
dressed under initials, numbers, or any other 
unrecognizable formula.

The recipients o f  letters addressed “ Poste 
R estante” will have to prove their identity 
unless they be known to the officials.

These new regulations have been decided 
upon in the interests o f the public, but pro
tests against them are pouring in from com
mercial travellers, advertisers, and business 
people generally. It is said that the result 
of the regulations will be the creation o f a  
number o f secret agencies, where letters 
may be addressed for a  sm all fee.

Speculators in Indo-China checkmated
A R E F E R E N C E  to the contem plated reissue 
of certain Indo-China stam ps was m ade in 
last week’s Foreign Notes, and the following 
is significant.

Am ongst the m any speculative issues o f 
the last few years, perhaps the 1904-6 issue 
of Indo-China (“  G ra sse t” type), overprinted 
for use in various French offices in China, 
was the object o f greater speculation than 
ever. T h e  issue abounded in minor varieties 
which fetched extraordinary prices ; even the 
regular stam ps o f the issue, or, at any rate, 
the higher values, were sold on the Continent 
at rates fa r above their value.

It is generally believed that certain specu
lators, either local officials or their friends in 
Paris, hold large stocks o f these stamps, and 
should such be the case, their hopes will be 
rather dashed to the ground by the latest 
information on the subject contained in L a

R evue de la  F iW ra tio n  PhilatM ique de France. 
Our contemporary states positively that these 
stamps have been reissued, and are now on 
sale at the offices in China.

We anticipate a rapid drop in prices should 
this news be accurate.

More about T urkey
R ecently  we referred to the declaration of 
a constitution in Turkey, and I have now 
heard that the following notice has been 
published broadcast:—

With the consent of the Governments concerned, 
the exceptional privileges allowed to the subjects 
of certain Governments, which privileges are quite 
contrary to the ordinary rules of international 
law, and which are only extended in accordance 
either with treaties, or simply because of their 
existence during many years, will be withdrawn.

I f  the proposed reform  be carried through, 
one of the results will be the abolition o f post 
offices o f various foreign Powers now estab
lished in Turkey, and which are usually 
known as Foreign Post Offices in the Levant. 
Such offices are kept up by G reat Britain, 
France, Germ any, R ussia, Ita ly ,an d  Austria, 
and, as we said previously, we m ay be sure 
that they will not be abolished unless the 
Turkish Post Office Department is put into 
thorough working order and the various 
officials paid their salaries regularly.

T h e 6 Rappen Zurich
IN N o. 8/9 o f the S ch w eizer B riefm a rk en - 
Z e itu n g  I find a plate illustrating a complete 
reconstructed sheet o f the well-known rarity 
the 6 rappen Zurich, the work being that o f 
the late Paul M irabaud. F ive  varieties o f 
this stam p have been known to specialists 
for the last few years ; they can be dis
tinguished by differences in the lines o f the 
network, particularly as to the way the 
former end o ff in the corners. Besides these 
differences, there are others far more minute, 
such as  tiny spots and blem ishes, broken 
lines, and lines running together, most of 
which are due to lack o f care in m aking the 
transfers to the lithographic stone.

The reconstructed sheet is shown com
plete in every detail, with the exception o f the 
margin at the top o f sheet, which would 
have settled the question as to whether the 
Zurich stam p was akin to the G eneva, in 
that the upper m argin contained directions 
as to the use or value o f  the stamps.

The third stam p on the sheet is that 
extreme rarity the one with the retouched 
background ; in som e way the network in 
the upper left-hand corner was dam aged, 
and was drawn in again  by hand on the 
sto n e ; it was well done, but hand work 
cannot beat machine work for mathematical 
accuracy, and so the lines are too thick in 
some places and too thin in others.

B e rlin e r  B riefm a rk en -Z eitu n g.
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Abyssinia Jo ins the I .P .U .!
I n our issue o f 3 October it was stated in 
these columns that A byssin ia had signified 
its desire to be admitted a member o f the 
International Postal Union. (No, sir 1 N O T  
the P H I L A T E L I C  Union ! !)

1 learn from L 'E c h o  tie la  T iw b ro lo g ie  that 
the adherence o f A byssinia will date officially 
from 1 Novem ber, 1908.

A  little while ago the N egus inaugurated a 
new post office at H arrar, and installed a 
Frenchm an as postm aster. T he sign o f the 
door is worded in Am haric characters, and 
also in the French, i.e. “  Postes, Tdldgraphes 
et Tdldphones Ethiopiens.”

A new set o f stamps is to be expected, 
but they will probably be preceded by a 
flood o f provisionals.

French T a x  Stam ps (so-called  “ Postage
Dues ” )

Many of my readers have probably seen 
the new French stamp, or rather stamps, for 
there are two values, 1 c. and 10 c., illus
trated here, and have perhaps wondered why 
they have not been mentioned in G .S.IV . 
before.

A s a m atter o f fact, they 
are tax stam ps used for a 
very special purpose. In 
France, and most other 
countries, there is a  “ Cash 
on D e liv ery”  system  run by 
the Post O ffic e ; it is not 
only applied to parcels and 
letters containing valuables, 

but a lso  to sim ple post cards, which are 
much used by treasurers o f  clubs as an easy

way o f collecting subscriptions due from 
members. Should any “ C .O .D .” packet 
be refused, it is sent back to the sender, and 
one o f these special stam ps, value 10  cen
times, is affixed to it, the sender I aving to 
pay that amount to the Post Office, instead of 
a  commission that w o u ld  have been payable 
i f  the amount in question had been duly 
paid by the addressee. T he 1 c. is used to 
make up an odd amount due on a  number of 
returned unpaid “  C .O .D .’s.”  Fo r instance, 
suppose a club treasurer sent out cards de
manding paym ent each o f fr. 1.25 , and all 
were refused but one, the account between 
hint and the Post Office would read :—

M oney collected . . fr. 1.25
14 cards refused at 10  c . . „  1.40

Due to Post Office . . fr. 0 .15
which amount would be indicated on the 
bill accom panying the unpaid cards (a docu
ment called “  Bordereau ae  Retour'’) by one 
10 c. and five 1 c. stamps.

A SPLENDID START  
THE FINEST PACKET

Packet No. 67, 1000 varieties. This packet con
tains 1000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, 
Bands, and Cards), and is the cheapest packet 
ever offered by S. G., Ltd., satisfaction being 
absolutely guaranteed. The price it is offered at 
is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection, 
embracing as it does scores of scarce varieties, 
provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and 
obsolete varieties.

15s., post-free and registered.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W .C.

Dcto Issues and Discoveries
B y  F R A N K  PH ILLIPS

/ should be meet grateful If readers would help me by furnishing the earlleet possible Information concerning 
Issues of stamps, new or projected. If possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once 1/ 
desired, together with stamp for postage;  or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription wilt be lengthenes by 
one number for each penny face oalue end postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILLIP8, 801 Strand, London, W.O.

Colombia.— We have received a $ c. in the 
new type illustrated and described in our issue of 
28 October, 1908.

101

1908. Type tot. (a) Per/. 10. 
1  c., orange.

Gwalior.— We have been shown a copy of the 
current 2 anna Service stamp in the mauve shade.

3
Off ic ia l  Stamp. 1908. Type 44 0 / In d ia , new shade, 

overprinted a t Type 3, in  black.
i 3 i|a a., mauve.
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H on? K o n g .—We have been shown a variety 

of the $ i  on $2 Fiscal of the 1897 issue, which 
was used for postal purposes. As will be seen 
from the illustration, there is a diagonal portion 
of the surcharge in Chinese characters, and the 
essential point of the variety is that this portion 
is missing. Another variety is well known in 
which the whole of the Chinese overprint is 
omitted.

N yassa  (Portuguese Colony).—Three values 
of the 1901 issue have been already catalogued 
with inverted centres, and we have now received 
a fourth value, the 24 reis, which we accord
ingly chronicle below. This variety should come 
between Nos. 39 and 393 in the Catalogue.

31 *7

1897. Type ai surcharged in black as Type 37, hut 
diagonal portion 0 / surcharge om itted.

211^1$: on $2, sea-green.

1901. Type a. Fram e in  black. Per/, 12J to 15. 
V ariety. Centre inverted.

2$ r., chocolate.

Labuan —We have been shown a variety of 
the 2 c. Postage Due stamp, in which the words 
po stage d u e  have been overprinted twice.

26 20s

Po stage D u e . Type a6 overprinted vertically  upwards 
w ith  Type sot, in  black.

V ariety. O verprint double.

P arag u ay .—We have had three more pro* 
visionals shown to us by Messrs. Th. Champion 
and Co. to add to the never-ending list. One of 
these consists, by way of a change, of an old 
lithographed 28 c. of the 1900-1 issue, over
printed with the latest type of surcharge.

39 39

aio]a c., black and green (No. 111) .

North Borneo.—We have seen the 2 c. in the 
two colours of the issues of 1897 and 1900 over
printed for use as Postage Due stamps.

Po stage  D u b s . Type 35 overprinted w ith  Type 71, in  
black.

(£ ) Horizontally.
323a la c. Hack and lake.
323d |ac. ,, „  green.

Habilltado en
5

CEN TAVOS

1908- Type 30 surcharged as Type 44, in  black. 
5 c. on a8c., orange.

1908- Type 39 surcharged as above.

5 c. on 9 c , carmine.
5 c. on 60 c., chocolate.

Siam .—We have received a provisional 4 atts, 
overprinted in black on the old 5 atts of the 1906 
set We suppose that this provisional has been 
made to use up an existing stock of 5 att stamps 
in the colours rose and carm ine, as the 4 atts has 
lately been issued in those colours.
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<£ 4

54
1908 Type 50 overprinted in  black w ith  Type 54 upon 

the fig u res o f value at the bottom o f the stanifi.
163I4 atts on s, rose and carmine.

Sw itzerland.—VVe have received four more 
values of the new set, the completion of which is 
being pressed forward. Up to the present seven 
values have been issued, and for reference pur
poses we give the complete list. The three pre

viously mentioned are marked with an asterisk (*), 
but the numbers are changed.

16 13
1908. Type x6. Figu res 0/ valu e, fg u r e  o f H elvetia 

an d fram e-lin e in fir s t  colour. G ranite paper. 
Wmk. Type 13. P e rf. 1 1 } ,  12.

245 20 c., yellow and red.
* 247 30 c., pale green and golden brown.

348 35 C«t yellow and emerald.
* 249 40 c , orange-yellow and plum.
* 250 50 c , yellow-green and deep green.

2$t 70 c., ochre and chocolate.
253 3 fr-> chrome-yellow and yellow-bistre.

Coitire$pondence
The E ditor o f “  Gibbons Stamp Weekly”  t

D e a r  S i r ,—The small books of stamps intro- 1 
duced for sale by the Post Office in India are 
much appreciated by the public, and the demand 
for them has steadily increased. They are of 
a convenient shape, and are particularly accept
able during the rains, as there is no chance of 
the gum being affected by the damp. But a 
word of warning must be given in respect of 
them. Certain persons, who are at present un- | 
detected, have found that the booklets offer an 
easy means of making money. The purchaser, 
as a rule, docs not take the trouble to count the 
stamps, and it has been found in some instances 
that a number of the stamps have been removed 
before sale. The wire fastening is apparently 
withdrawn, a page or two of four stamps taken 
out, and then the booklet is refastened. J

The maximum weight of parcels conveyable by 
parcels post in India has been reduced from 
2000 tolas to $00 tolas, owing to the incon
venience caused to the postal service by the 
heavier parcels, and the fact that the heavier 
parcels are only sent through ’ he pr st to a very 
limited extent.

It is intended to have a big postal sorting-shed 
on the quay at the Bombay Docks. This will be 
specially manned for the arrival o f the mail 
steamer, and the delay consequent on the aboli
tion of the sea office between Adtn and Bombay 
will be reduced to a minimum.

I hear that arrangements are under considera
tion for establishing an Anglo-Chinese postal ser
vice between India and Lhassa.

Now that many collectors of Indian stamps 
include Telegraphs as within the scope of their 
operations, I should like to draw your readers’ 
attention to the three impressed Telegraph stamps 
for 4 annas and 1 and 2 rupees placed on sale m 
March last, particulars of which I communicated 
to The London Philatelist of Ju ly last. I also 
hear of the issue of some Service Telegraph 
stamps, and that the Superintendent of Govern
ment Printing, Cakutta, was instructed on the 
28th ultimo (Letter No. 1932-5) to surcharge 
the following King’s Head obsolete Telegraph 
adhesives with the letters “ O .H .M .S.” :—

Rs. 2 . . . 510 sheets
Rs. 5 - 125
Rs. 10 ♦ 30 1 *Rs.25 * 35 t.Rs.50 . _10 „

710

I am aware that you do not usually make a 
point of offering your readers information about 
that “ Cinderella of Philately”  the Telegraph 
stamp, but my justification for referring to it is to 
be found in the fact that both the London and 
Indian Societies’ Indian Handbooks give exhaus
tive information about Indian Telegraph issues 
which, in my judgment, should be kept up to 
date by Indian philatelists as occasion and oppor
tunity offer.

I will take this opportunity of tendering you 
my sincere congratulations on the appearance of 
the Sectional Imperial Album. I am a general 
collector, and my general collection, which began 
in the early sixties„and has gone on continuously, 
will all go into your new sections (and when I say 
all I include my Fiscals and Telegraphs) as they 
appear. The Imperial now comes up to n y  
highest ideas of what general collectors really 
want. I little thought that we should ever have 
our wishes so thoroughly met. I am, o f course, 
retaining my blank albums wiih movable leaves 
for my specialized countries, and my approval of 
the Imperial must not be taken to imply a con
demnation of the blank asbum. For the all-round 
general collector the new Imperial is magnificent; 
it was absolutely necessary if the general collector 
o f all countries is to be spared from, to a  large 
extent, extinction. In my case I make two col- 
l.ctions of my specialized countries, the less im
portant o f which goes into the Imperial Album. 
Your Great Britain section which I ordered 
direct from you was carefully packed n London, 
but reached me, after having been ruthlessly 
yanked out o f its wrappings by the Postal Cus
toms people, absolutely ruined for use, and I had 
to get another through a local firm 

Yours faithfully,
W lLM OT CO RFIELI).

Calcutta , i*O etobert 1908.

Printed by W. B rkmdon & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietor!, S t a n le y  G im om s, Ltd., 391 Straod, London,W.C.
2t November, 1908.
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The Stamps of some of the 
Dative States of India
B y  E. B. EVANS

(Continued from  page 136.) 
N ow anuggur—continued

NOTE.— Through a slip o f the pen, the 
widths o f the sheets of stam ps o f settings (e) 
and (/), on page 136, were given as 25J, 27, 
274, and 28 mm. ; the figures should have 
been 354, 37, 37A, and 38.

A  collector, who is well acquainted with 
the characters used upon these stamps, has 
kindly given me some information as to the 
varieties o f type which I endeavoured to 
describe on page 135. The character re
sembling a letter “ f "  reversed represents 
the letter s, and this should occur in the 
first and third lines on the stamps. T h e 
character resem bling a  badly drawn figure 
“ 2,”  at the end o f the third line, represents 
the letter r . One, or perhaps two, o f the 
variations o f  the former character are prob- 

. ably varieties o f form or broken copies o f 
the s, but one o f them is undistinguishable 
from the character for r , and might be held 
to constitute an error o f lettering.

1884. Sh eets o f  fiftee n , w ith o u t space a t 
foot, as  in 1880. In Septem ber, 1884, I 
obtained a  few sheets direct from the Post
m aster, and can therefore answer for their 
being the varieties current at that time (the 
I docra, blue, was sent as  well as the type
set stamp). There were 1, 2, and 3 docras 
stam ps o f one setting, and 1 .docra stam ps o f 
another setting ; probably the lowest value 
o f the former printing was nearly exhausted, 
and was being replaced by the same value 
o f a fresh printing. I take first the printing 
o f which I received a complete set.

(/) Stam ps 17  to 18  mm. wide, sheet 63 to 
64 x  95 to 96 mm. Seven characters in the 
third line, except in N o. ; ,  in which there 
are only six , the last character but one 
(the “  i ’ ’) having slipped up into the second 
line. Nos. 6 and 9 (?) have the “  2 ”  in the 
top line ; N os. 3 (?), 12, and 15 (?) have the 
“  2 ”  in the m iddle o f the third line. It may

be seen that in this setting the reversed “f ”  
is the character employed almost through
out. On No. 14 the first character o f 
“ do,” the inverted “ 3 ”  with an accent 
over it, is upside down. It should be noted 
that this is uniformly a  w id e  setting.

1 docra, du ll magenta.
2 „  yellow-green
3 ,, yellow.

Errors. Six characters only in the third line.
All three values.

First character in the fourth line inverted.
All three values.

Varieties. Figure “  2 ”  in the top line.
All three values.

Figure “  2 ”  in the middle of the third line.
All three values.

(/) T his is the other setting o f which I 
received a sheet in Septem ber, 1884. 1 have 
since obtained a  sheet o f the 2 docras o f the 
sam e setting (from the Breitfuss Collection), 
and I have a  single 3 docras stam p also o f 
this setting. Moens illustrates this as  the 
first o f all, but I feel sure that this is a 
mistake, both from the characters used and 
from the fact that I obtained it at so late a 
date. There are seven characters in the 
third line throughout. The stam ps are very 
irregular in width, measuring 154, 16, 17, and 
18 mm., and the sheet is 60 to 61 x  92 to 
95 mm., the last irregularity being caused 
by the bottom line sloping upwards con
siderably from left to right. No. 4 has the last 
character in the second line omitted, and 
No. 7 has the “ 2 ”  in the middle o f the 
second line, instead o f at the end (as the fourth 
character instead o f the sixpi). Nos. 6, 8, 
1 1 ,  and 14 have the “ 2 ”  in the top lin e ; 
Nos. 8, 12, and 14 have the “ 2 ”  in the 
middle o f the third line. No. 13  on m y 
sheet o f the 1 docra has the first character 
in the fourth line inverted ; this does not 
appear to be the case on the sheet illustrated
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b y  Moens. T h e  figures “  3 ” on the highest 
value are usually large.

1 docra, dull magenta.
2 „  blue-green.
3 ,, deep yellow  (large figure).

Errors. Last character in the second line 
omitted.

All three values.

Sixth character of the second line in the place 
of the fourth.

All three values.

First character in the fourth line inverted.
I docra, du ll magenta.

Varieties. Figure “  2 ”  in the top line.
All three values.

Figure “  2 ”  in the middle of the third line.
All three values.

(I') Stam ps 15 to 16A mm. wide, sheet 
55 to 56 x  about 95 mm. O f this setting 
Moens illustrated the 2 docras only ; I have 
the 3 docras also, and I conclude that the 
1 docra must have existed. There are seven 
characters in the fifth line throughout ; in 
No. 4 the fifth character, and in No. 1 r the 
second character, fail to print com pletely or 
nearly so, but as the spacing shows that the 
characters were there, I do not list these as 
erro rs. T here  seems to have been a  little 
care exercised in sorting the type, for the 
reversed “/ ”  is always used in the top row, 
and the figure “  2 ”  is equally constant in the 
middle o f the third row. T h e bottom frame 
line o f N os. 4 and 1 1  has dropped out or 
failed to print. M oens puts this under 
“  1887,” where he also places one o f  the 
settings I obtained in 1884. There seems 
to be no sure evidence as to the date, but 
from the colours o f the papers I think it 
possible these m ay be am ongst the earliest 
o f the stam ps with seven characters in the 
third line throughout the sheet.

1 docra ?
2 ,, yellow-green.
3 ,, deep yellow .

(f) M oens gives, also under 1887, a  wide 
setting with the characters in the third line 
(seven as before) com pressed, so that there 
is no space betw een the tw o g ro u p s.*  The 
stam ps seem  to measure 174 to 18 J  mm., 
and the sheet 62 to 64 x  about 94 mm. T he 
top line o f  the. sheet is broken over N o. 3. 
Moens g ives  the 1 and 3 docras only, and 1 
possess only single specim ens o f each value, 
which I picked out as the widest copies I 
had ever met' with. M oens’ illustrations 
cannot be relied upon for showing with 
certainty the difference between the reversed 
“Y ”  and the figure “  2,”  but I am inclined to  
thunk that the character is the “ / ”  all

- * Except in No. 15.

through, both in the top line and in the 
third.

1 docra, magenta.
2  „  green.
3 ,, du ll yellow.

(nt) T h is 1 consider to be last o f the 
settings without a space at fo o t ; it is also 
the narrowest. T he third line o f characters 
is com pressed, as in the previous setting, 
and the frame lines are set close to the type; 
on the other hand, there is much greater 
space between the stam ps in the vertical 
rows, so that the sheet is long, as well as 
narrow. Stam ps 1 3 J  to 14 mm. wide, sheet 
51 to 52 x  101 mm. T h is is not illustrated 
b y M oens at all, but as far as the type goes 
it seem s to be the previous setting with 
longer vertical fram e lines, set close, a  new 
fram e line at the top, and the small hori
zontal bits o f fram e line spaced. There are 
seven characters in the third line and the 
reversed “ / ” seem s to be alw ays used in the 
first and third lines, though it is not quite 
easy to decide this point in some o f the 
types.

Mr. W . T . W ilson shows me part o f a 
sheet o f the 1 docra o f this setting, in which 
some displacem ent o f type has occurred in 1 
the left lower corner ; No. 13  shows the first 
character o f the third line dropped to the 
level o f the fourth line.

1 docra, bright rose.
2 ,, yellowish green.
3 ,, pale ye How.

Variety. With first character of third line 
dropped.

1 docra, bright rose.

Ju ly Q ) , 1887. Sheets o f  fiftee n  w ith  space 
a t fo o t. M oens says “  End  o f 1887”  for the 
first issue o f these sheets, but the stam ps 
were chronicled in L e  T im bre-P oste for 
Septem ber 1 o f that year, being described as 
la th er narrower than the stam ps in sheets of 
ten, and as including a  3 docra on la id . 
which is only known in sheets o f this form.

(0) Stam ps 14  to 15  mm. wide, sheets 52 
to 5 3 x 1 0 3  to 105 mm. T h ere  are seven 
characters in the third line, and there is a 
space in the m iddle o f it, except in N o. 1 1  ; 
the reversed is used throughout, both in 
the top and in the third line ; the stam ps 
in  the bottom root' h ave each a  separate b it o f  

fra m e  lin e  a t fo o t , in addition to the bottom 
fram e line o f the sheet, which is some 5 mm. 
lower, as shown in the illustration o f the 
second sheet, on page 134.

T h e great m ajority o f the stam ps in this 
and the following setting are leas than 1 5 mm. 
wide.

t docra ?
2 ,, greenish bine1.- ■ ■

• 3 >> yellow. - ••
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I have not seen the i docra in this setting, 

but it probably exists. In my 3 docras 
sheet the top fram e line slopes upwards con
siderably from left to right, and the stamps 
in the second vertical row are more or less 
above the level o f those in the first, and 
those in the third vertical row above that of 
those in the second, the forme having got 
out o f shape.

(p ) Sim ilar to the preceding, but No. 8 
has a figure “  2 ”  in the top line, and there is 
no space in the middle of the third line. 
This is the usual setting of the 3 docras on 
la id  paper.

1 docra, d u ll magenta.
2 ,, blue-green.
2 ,, yellow -green.
3 ,, d u ll yellow .
3 .. .. . V (laid).
3 .. ..

V arieties. With figure “  2 ”  in top line.
All the above.

(q) A  sim ilar setting, with space at bottom, 
differing principally from the last in the fact 
that the left-hand vertical line o f the sheet is 
short, not extending below the bottom line 
o f the lowest row o f stamps ; the inner 
vertical lines are all thin, instead of thick ; 
and the left-hand fram e line o f the right- 
hand vertical row is much too short, ending 
well above the bottom line o f the adjacent 
stamp. Stam ps 14 to 15 mm. w id e; in the 
2 and 3 docras the right frame line is splayed 
out at the bottom, m aking No. 1 5 wider than 
the rest, 16 mm. at top and 17 mm. at foot, 
and there has been some resetting o f the 
type in these two values, the first form o f 
reversed “ f ” being replaced by the second in 
some o f the types ; sheet 54 to 56 x 102 mm. 
Nos. 2, 1, 6, 9, 12, and 15 have the dot over 
the top o f the first character in the top 
line, instead o f between the first and second 
characters. No. 1 1  has the figure “ 2 ”  in 
the middle o f the third line (possibly others 
have this peculiarity also, but the sheets are 
not very clearly printed).

1 docra, d u ll magenta.
2 ,, ligh t yellow -green.
3 ,, yello w .

V arieties.—With dot over the first character in 
the top line.

All three values.
With figure “ 2 ”  in the middle of the third line.

All three values.

(r ) T h is is very sim ilar to q, the left-hand 
line o f the fram e is the same length, 96 mm., 
but it is usually father low down, leaving a 
large gap at the le 't Upper corner and ex
tending almost to the bottom line o f the 
frame. The second v e rtic a l lin e  fro m  the 
rig h t is  lengthened by m eans o f  a sh ort 
piece o f  ru le  nearly 6 mm. long, inserted at

the bottom ; it is almost always out o f line 
with the rest o f the vertical line, and is very 
often slanting. T his is the setting shown in 
the illustration o f a  block of fifteen. Moens 
dates these 1888 and 1890.

Stam ps 15  mm. wide throughout, sheet 
55 x tot to 102 mm. Nos. 2, 3, 6, 9, and 12 
have the dot over the top o f the first char
acter in the top lin e ; in No. 15 the dot is 
either absent or in its correct position. 
No. 1 1  has the figure “ 2 ”  in the middle of 
the third line. No. 12 always has the top 
line o f characters too much to the right, and 
the second line rather com pressed ; on one 
sheet o f 3 docras that 1 possess, the last 
character in the second line is m issing and 
the last but one, “ i,”  o f the third line has 
slipped up into the top line. T h e  top frame 
line is usually bent, as shown in the illustra
tion, and in later impressions there is a  little 
bulge in the right-hand frame lines of Nos. 
4 and 5. I should add that the defect in the 
third line o f characters in No. 6 in the illus
tration is due to a bit o f dirt on the particular 
sheet illustrated ; the stam p is really normal.

I docra, d u ll magenta.
1 , ,  bright , ,
■ >> bright rose.
2 ,, light yellow-green.
2 „  yellow-green.
2 ,, green.
3 „  buff-yellow.
3 „  yellow.
3  ». P ale yellow .

Varieties.—With dot over the first character in 
the top line. A|, the above.

With figure “ 2 ”  in the centre of the third line.
All the above.

With the top line misplaced.
All the above.

As last, and with “ 2,”  in second line missing, 
and “  I , ’ of third line, out of place.

3 docras, pale yellow.

(s), (/), (u). In 1891 Moens appears to 
have received some sheets, m ade up on the 
same system as those described under (p), 
(q), and (r), in fifteen varieties with a  space 
at the bottom o f the pane, but much better 
set up than any o f the preceding, in what 
would seem to be new type, with the fram e 
lines straight. T he top line seem s to be 
always in two pieces, with a break over the 
right upper corner o f No. 2 on the sheet, and 
M oens gives a second setting o f this with the 
bottom line in two pieces also, and with the 
characters in several o f the varieties shifted 
a  bit to one side or the other, as if the set
ting were rather loose. I have sheets o f what 
is plainly the first o f these, but there is a 
break in the bottom line as well as in the top 
one, and I believe Moens’ second setting 
merely has the two pieces o f the bottom line
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transposed ; but there are som e variations in 
the relative positions o f the lines o f charac
ters (which I believe to be purely accidental, 
and possibly not con stan t); and, which I 
think more important, two distinct varieties 
o f the shape o f one of the characters, by 
means o f which three settings may be dis
tinguished. T he variation is in the third 
character o f the third line, which has the 
closed loop on the upper left larger in some 
cases than in others. T h is variation occurs 
also in earlier settings, but is not easy to 
recognize, owing to defective printing and 
bad type.

The stam ps are 15 mm. wide, or very 
nearly so, and the sheets measure 54 to 
55 mm. x 10 1 mm. N o figures “ 2 ” in first 
or third line.

(s) Loop o f third character in the third 
line large on Nos. 1, 5, 7, 10, 13, and 1 4 ;  
sm all in all the rest.

1 docra, bright magenta.
2 ,, light yellowish green.

but one is intended to be the same as  the 
last character at the top, which is the char
acter for “  r.”

These stam ps are printed from casts or 
electrotypes, in sheets o f thirty-six, six  rows 
o f six, on w h ite  wove paper, varying in thick
ness and quality. T h ey  were issued perf. 12, 
but are also  found imperforate, either wholly 
or partially.

1 . Thick paper. Perf. 12.
I docra, black.
3 ,, orange.

Variety. Imperforate.
1 docra, black.

2. Thin, hard paper.* Perf. 12.
] docra, black.
2 ,, green (slight shades).
3 „  orange.
3 ,, deep yellow.
3 „  yellow.

Varieties. Imperforate.

(/) Loop o f character large on N o. 11  
only.

3 docras, pale yellow  (laid).

(u) Loop o f character sm all throughout ; 
most o f the vertical lines seem to have small 
cracks in them. T h is is Moens’ second set 
o f  these settings, o f which 1 have only seen 
his illustrations; he gives the same colours 
for both.

1 docra, bright magenta.
2 ,, light yellowish green.
3 „  pate yellow.

Stam ps o f these im proved settings appear 
to be scarce.

I would repeat that there are, no doubt, 
other settings besides those which I have 
described ; in fact I possess single copies o f 
stam ps which I cannot identify on any o f the 
sheets that I have seen.

1893. In this year an entirely new design 
was adopted for the stam ps o f this State 

with the Arm s o f the State 
in the centre, inscriptions 
reading “  Sasthana N a- 
w anagar ” ( =  G overnm ent 
o f  N o w an u ggu r)  above, 
and “ H alar Post S ta m p ” 
( =  r° o s t a g e  S t a m p  o f  
H a la r) below, H alar being 
stated to be the district o f 
which N owanuggur is the 
capital, and the value in 
words on a  label at foot. 

T h e value was described as reading “  doedo”  
instead o f tioero or docra , and the first char
acter and th e last but one o f the second 
word in the label are  certainly very much 
alike. Probably, however, the last character

1 docra, black.
2 ,, green.
3 .» orange.

Im perf. horizontally.
I docra, black.

Im perf. vertically.
1 docra, black.

T h in  soft paper, very slightly toned. Perf. 12.

2 decras, deep green.
3 „  brownish orange.

I should add that I have never seen un
used copies either o f these or any other 
N ow anuggur stam ps with gu m .

A t the end o f  1895, a nd later, stam ps of 
various issues were found surcharged with two 
characters, one resem 
bling a  figure “ 2 ”  and 
the other a  figure “ 3 ” 
inverted, in m agenta, 
as shown in the ac
com panying illustra
tion. These were first 
described as O fficia l 
stam ps, and afterwards 
as  provisional 2 docras 
stam ps, but I was in
formed, on good author- docras.
ity.that these characters 3
are the word rud,”  meaning cancelled by the 
P o st Office. T he stam ps thus overprinted 
are therefore cancelled remainders. I have 
the t docra, blue, and all three values o f the 
type-set stam ps treated in this way, and the 
three values of 1893 are also chronicled 
with this overprint. M y copies o f the type-

* This paper is watermarked with the names o f the 
manufacturers, " H oward & Jonas—L ondon, "  across 
the sheet.
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set stam ps all appear to be o f  setting (w), 
though there is one 2 docras am ongst them 
about which I am not certain.

1 find the 1893 stam ps also  cancelled with 
two characters in black, which are no doubt 
other forms o f the letters “  r d f  resem bling 
the right-hand character o f the inscription 
at the top o f these stam ps and the first 
character o f the word “ d o cra”  in the lower 
la b e l; and again with the figure “  2 ” and 
the inverted “ 3 ”  enclosed in an oblong, 
double-line fram e crossed by diagonal bars,

im pressed in m agenta. T h is  m ay be a  
postmark, but I think it more likely  to be 
another form o f the “  cancelled ” mark.

In conclusion, it seems only fa ir to say 
that, although the continued use o f two 
distinct 1 docra stam ps must have been un
necessary, I do not think that there was 
any intentional multiplying o f v arie ties ; 
the type-set stam ps were o f course printed 
o ff as required for use or for export, and the 
variations in them are sim ply due to the 
process employed.

{To be continued.')

The Postal Issues of Italy 
and the Italian Colonies
B y  L. HANCIAU (a l i . r ig h t s  r e s e r v e d .)

(Continued from page 197.)
II. Kingdom  of Ita ly—continued

A F T E R  the rupture with M . Sparre, it was 
necessary to take advantage o f the 

L cordial relations with the good M. Ma- 
traire, who indeed appears to have been the 
Providence of the Departm ent o f Posts, with 
a view to an extension o f the contract with 
that provider. T h e easy-going M. M atraire 
renewed whatever they p leased ; and the 
more readily because he had not done badly 
so far with his contracts, which had already 
brought him in som e ,£40,000, to keep him 
from want in his old age !

A  new contract was entered into on the 
29th January, 1863, to run until the end of 
the following M arch, in which it was stipu
lated that from henceforth the stam ps should 
be perforated (Art. 2), and that the price 
(Art. 8) was to be raised to fr. 1.50 per 1000 
stamps.

W e must therefore presume that all the 
varieties o f perforation, dating from March, 
1862, were the work o f the Departm ent o f 
Posts, in Turin, which had then devoted it
self to essays o f perforation, as. we have 
seen above.

Although the decree says nothing about 
the date for the issue o f the new 15 centesimi 
stamps, 1 can affirm that they appeared on 
the 1 2th February, 1863, and not on the 
1st M arch, as is stated in the M agasin  P il/o - 
resque o f 1864, as I have had the opportunity 
of seeing, among others, used copies, dated 
the 24th, 25th, and 26th February.

Issue o f F eb ru a ry  12, 1863.
Effigy o f K ing Victor Em m anuel 11, to left, 

in an oval with ground o f horizontal lin e s ; 
enclosed in a  rectangular fram e bearing the 
lollowing inscription in coloured le tte rs : 
“  FRANCO BOLLO ” at left, “  ITA I.IA N O  ”  at 
right, “  P O S T A L E ”  at top, and “ C. Q U lN D IC l”

at bottom. In the upper com ers “ C — 15 ," 
and in the lower “  15 —c .”

E n graved  by M. M atraire, and litho
graphed in colour on thick or thin white

paper, producing stamps which m easure 19 J 
or 19 J mm. in width, according as the paper 
stretched or not.

F ir s t  tra n sfer. In the value, “ C. QUIN- 
dici,” the “ c ” is closed, and the frame line 
of the tablet is not broken under the letter
“  Q .”

1 5  c . ,  b lu e  (p a le , b r ig h t , d u ll) , g re e n ish  b lu e .

Varieties due to defective printing as follow s:—
(a) “ . p o s t a l e , ”  s to p  b efore  “  P .”
( b) With th e  first tw o  le tte rs  o f  “ p o s t a l e ”  

d o u b le .
(c) “ p c s t a l e , ”  “ c ”  in stead  o f  “ o . ”
(d) “ p o s t a l f . , ”  d e fe c tiv e  “ e , ”  fo rm in g  “ f ”

a n d  s to p .
(e) “ c. Q U lN D IC l,”  “  c ”  n e a r ly  c lo sed  u p .
( / )  “ 0 . Q U IN D IC ;,”  “ c ”  h a s  b e co m e  “ o . ”
(g) “  IT A L IA N C ,"  “ c ” in stea d  o f  “ o . ”

I have seen a  block o f twelve stamps, 
containing variety (c), from which it could 
be seen that this variety was in the eighth  
horizontal row o f the sheet, in fact stamp
No. 72.

I f  1 m ay ju d g e  from used stam ps that I 
have met with, a  second printing,from  an ew  
transfer, should date from Jun e, 1863.

Issu e o f  Ju n e , 1863.
Secon d tra n sfer. In the value, “ c. QUIN- 

dici,’’ the “  c  ” is open, and the frame line of
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the tablet containing the value is broken 
under the letter “ Q.”

1 5  c . , b lu e  (p a le , b r ig h t , d e e p , d u ll} , 
g re en ish  b lu e .

Varieties due to defective p rin tin g or defective 
transfers.

(a) T h e  la st fo u r le tte rs  o f  “ p o s t a l e ”  d o u b le .
(A) “ P C S T A L E ,"  “ c ”  in stea d  o f  “ o . ”
(r)  T h e  to p  s tr o k e  o f  th e  “ e ”  o f  “ p o s t a l e ”  

s la n t in g .
(d) “  p  o s t a l e ” , s to p  b e tw e e n  “  p ”  a n d  “ 0 . ”
(e) rosTAl.E,”  a g r o u p  o f  d o ts  b e fo re  the

“  p ” .
( / )  W ith  a  v e r t ic a l  lin e  in fro n t o f  th e  “ c ”  in  

th e  le ft u p p e r  co rn er.
(,<r) T h e  “ c ”  in  th e  le ft u p p er corn er v e r y  op en .
(A) T h e  sa m e  le tte r  in c o m p le te  a t th e  b o tto m .
(f)  “  p o s t a l e . ” , s to p  a fte r  th e  w o rd .
(f)  “ IT A L IA N O .”  , ,  , ,
(*)  “ c . Q U 1N D IC I,”  “ c "  b ro k e n  a t th e  bo tto m .
(/) “ c. q u i n d i c : , ”  " - ’ ’ in s te a d  o f  “ 1 . ”
(<«) L a s t  “  t ”  o f  “  Q U IND ICI ”  s la n tin g .
(« )  F r a m e  n ot b ro k en  u n d er “ q . ”
(a) F r a m e  lin e  o f  ta b le t  a n d  ou ter lin e  b ro k e n  in 

fro n t o f  “  Q ,"  an d  b e lo w  " N . ”
(p)  A  dot a t  th e  left o f  a n d  o u tsid e  th e  lo w e r  

tab let.
(f) “ c .  c u i n d i c i , ”  “ c ”  in s te a d  o f  “ q . ”
(r) " c .  q u i n d i c ! ” , “  ! ’ ’ in s te a d  o f  th e  la st  “ 1 . ”

M oens’ Catalogue lists this stam p tete- 
bechc, a variety which should not exist.

M an u factu re .— There were several litho
graphic transfers, done in blocks o f twenty- 
five stam ps ( 5 x 5 ) ,  four o f  which placed 
together formed a sheet o f one hundred 
stam ps ( 10 x 1 0 ) .  It seem s very probable 
that the stam ps were printed in more than 
one pane o f one hundred at the sam e time ; 
and they were, perh aps, delivered in half- I 
sheets o f fifty stamps, five vertical rows, as 
owing to the special gum used it was not 
possible to keep the sheets flat. In the first 
transfer the two lower blocks o f twenty-five 
each show the twenty-third stam p with a 
coloured dot outside the fram e at the right 
lower corner, and No. too on the sheet with 
the same corner m issing ; perhaps this was 
done intentionally.

T h e  first transfer m ay be distinguished 
from the second by the fact that, in the 
former, the fram e line o f the tablet contain
ing “ c . Q U IN D IC I ”  is unbroken, and that the 
letter “ c ”  is a lw ays rather closed up. T his 
latter peculiarity is the cause o f some im
pressions which show the “ c ”  alm ost com 
pletely closed, and others in which it is 
entirely so, producing a  perfect letter “ O.” 
It was probably for this reason that the 
engraver-printer remedied this defect in the 
second transfer, m aking the “ c ”  very much 
more open ; a t the sam e time he made the 
letter “ q ”  c learer by breaking the line o f 
the tablet underneath it. T h e  fram e line is 
also broken, perhaps b y accident, below the 
first stroke o f  the letter “  N ”  in “  italiano ,”

except in the fourth stamp of each block of 
| twenty-five, and again below the “ F ” of 

“ franco” ; this last defect sometimes 
occurs (but rarely) in the first transfer.

T he second transfer being carelessly done, 
and the plate [stone ?] not having been 
properly cleaned, defects occurred, which 
are reproduced in nearly every one o f the 
blocks o f twenty-five. The following is a list 
o f the major defects :—

I. Top left-h a n d  block.
No. 2. A  coloured dot outside, after the “ c ” 

in right lower corner.
1 No. 4. On the left-hand fram e line o f the 

low'er tablet is a  large coloured dot.
. No. 5. Outside the fram e is a  dot under 
1 the last “  1 ” o f “ q u in iu c i .”
I No. 8. Outside the frame is a  dot above 

the “ s ”  of “ POSTAL!-:.”
No. 9. T he “ y ” of “ q u i n  m e t ”  is not 

' completely cleared, the frame line below- it 
being unbroken.

No. 14. A  thick vertical line before the 
1 “ c ”  in the top left-hand corner.

No. 15. A  dot between “ p o "  o f “  p.os-
T A l.K .”

No. 16 . T hree small dots .'. before “ pos- 
tai.k” ; som etimes these dots are reduced to 
two or one.

No. 18. S im ilar to No. 9.
No. 23 T h e frame line is broken under 

the “ a ” o f “  postalK,” and this word is 
followed by a  stop.

No. 24. A  portion o f the top line o f the 
frame o f this stam p is com posed o f  dots.

II . Top rig h t-h a n d  block.
N os. 2, 4, and 5 as in B lock I.
No. 8. Outside the fram e is a  dot above 

th e “ s ”  o f “  postale,”  and “ ita lia n o ” is 
followed by a  stop.

N os 9, 14, 15 , 16, and 18, as in B lock I.
No. 19. T h e lower part o f the “ c :”  in the 

top left-hand corner is missing.
No. 22. T h e  last “ 1 ”  o f “  Q U IN D ICI ” is 

composed o f three d o ts ; and the lower 
part o f the “ c ”  is missing.

No. 24. A s B lock  I.

I I I . L o w e r left-h a n d  block.
Nos. 2, 4, 5. 8, 9, 14, 15 , 16 , 18, and 24 

as in Block I.

IV . L o w e r  rig h t-h a n d  block.
Nos. 2, 4, 5, 8, 9, 14 , 15, 16, 18, and 24 as 

in B lock 1.
A ll sheets do not show these defects. In 

some that I have seen, the following differ
ences o cc u r :—

F ir s t  block. No. 2 does not show the 
defects mentioned above.

Secon d block. In No. 8 the stop after 
“ IT A L IA N O ”  is m issing.
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T h ird  block. No. I — there is a  wide, very 

open “ c ”  in the top left-hand corner.
No. 22. T h e dots form ing the last “ i ” of 

“  Q U IN D iet”  are replaced on the transfer 
by a  badly made, slanting “  I,”  but the lower 
part o f the “  C * is still m issing.

Nos. io, 24 have a  point o f exclamation ! 
in place o f the last “ 1 ”  o f “ q u i n d i c i ” ; 
and in such sheets N o. 25 alw ays has a  large 
dot under the “  D ”  o f “ q u i n d i c i .”

On No. 23 the inscription som etimes reads 
“ C U IN D IC I.”

F o u rth  block. On No. 12  the inscription 
sometimes reads “ p c s t a l e ,”  instead of 
“  PO STAI.K .”

Fin ally , I have met with a  single block 
on which No. 17 has the lower lines o f the 
tablet and o f the fram e broken before the 
“ Q ”  and under the “  n ”  o f “ q u i n d i c i ” ; 
whereas the break in the line should be 
under the “ Q”  only, a s  is usually the case in 
No. 17 (and in the other stam ps o f this 
transfer).

F o rg eries used p o sta lly .— In Septem ber, 
1862, the forgers o f the stam ps o f the 
Neapolitan Provinces, 18 6 1-3 , were ar
rested ; but it must be supposed that there 
were other gentlem en who believed in the 
principle o f getting their letters carried 
gratis, for the stam ps authorized by the 
decree o f the n t h  Janu ary, 1863, had 
hardly been issued when imitations ap
peared in that sam e province o f N aples. 
T hey have been reported as  coming from 
L ago  (Cosenza), A quila (Abruzzo), and 
Naples. I have no information about the 
forgeries from Lago, but I quote below a 
description o f the others, which was given 
by M. Ch. Diena, to L e T im bre-P oste, in
1887.

The N aples forgeries are all o f one type ; 
they are engraved in taille-douce, instead of 
being lithographed.

T he letters of the inscription are com 
posed o f thinner lines than in the originals, 
and the “ s ” o f “ P O ST A L E ”  leans backwards. 
The portrait o f the K ing has an entirely 
different expression, and the curved line of 
the nose is more clearly d efin ed ; in the 
original the horizontally lined oval very 
nearly touches the fram e [at top and 
bottom], whereas in the forgery the distance 
between the two is rather greater.

T he colour is a  d irty  blue, which has im
parted a  bluish tint to the paper.

15 c .,  dirty blue.
T he three copies in the possession o f M. 

Diena bore the N aples obliteration, dated 
“ NAPLES JUII.LET 1863.”

T h e A quila proc uctions are  o f worse exe
cution than the preceding. T h ey also arc 
engraved in ta ille-do u ce; the colour is a 
very marked black-blue, which should render 
them recognizable at a  glance. E ven  so the

forgers do not appear to have been arrested, 
nor troubled in any way.

15 c., black-blue.
M. D iena has four specim ens which differ 

from each other in type, showing that they 
must have been separately engraved. T hey 
bear the obliteration o f Aquila, dated D e
cember, 1863. T h ey  would seem to have 
also  been used at Rieti.

I m yself have seen another forgery, but 1 
do not know where it originated, or for what 
purpose it was made. W as it intended to de
fraud the Post Office authorities or stam p 
collectors ? The fact remains that its object 
was fraudulent. T h e  following is a  descrip
tion of i t :—

T h e letters “  c  ”  and the figures “  15  * in 
the corners are too sm all, the majority o f  the 
letters o f “ c . q uin d ici” are barred at the 
ends with little horizontal lines (serifs), which 
is not the case in the genuine stam p s; in 
the letter “  c  * the bottom portion o f the 
letter is not perfectly in line with the top 
portion ; and the fram e line is not broken 
under the letter “  Q ”  (which is also the case 
in the first transfer). T h e lines in the back
ground o f the oval are wider apart ; there 
are only three lines, instead o f four, under 
the lowest portion o f the bust, and five, in
stead o f six, above the uppermost part o f 
the head. T he point o f the bust is 1 mm. 
distant from the oval fram e, instead o f touch
ing it. T h e  portrait is a  very fair copy of 
that o f the genuine stamp.

15 c . ,  dull blue.
In consequence o f the discovery o f these 

forgeries, the lithographer, M. M atraire, 
proposed to the Post Office Department 
that he should at once set about preparing 
a  new design. Hut the authorities did not 
think that such a  step was necessary, and 
m erely issued peremptory instructions to the 
different post offices on the subject o f the 
use of forged stamps. A s a  matter o f fact, 
the Department was expecting the stam ps 
that had been ordered from London, the 
first specim ens of which were received about 
the middle o f O ctob er; these consisted of 
eight values gummed on a  sheet o f paper, 
and overprinted “ sa g g io .”

E ssa ys .— I have noted the following, but 
it is probable that there are o th e rs :—

O f the adopted D esign .

15 c . ,  black, grey, blue on w hite paper.

A s above, but printers' tria ls ;  same paper.
15 c., black ; on the backi$  c., blue.
15 c. ,, ,, , ,  the real fiscal stamp

0(1862 , "  m areaiia botto."
1 5 c . , blue; on the back, repeated impres

sions of the same stamp in black.
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15 c . ,  bright blue; on the back, repeated 
impressions of the same in blue. 

1 5 c . ,  blue; double impression tn  both sides. 
15  c. ,, double impression on the face, 

inverted impression on the back.

r It would appear that there are also proofs 
without an y inscriptions ; sam e paper.

The outer line of the frame is thicker.
The labels are narrower and longer, and 

they touch the design of the corners.
The oval medallion is smaller and is further 

1 from the labels, and the two lines forming it 
i are further apart.

The lines of the face are harder, and the 
moustache ends off in a single curved hair.

The letter and figures of the value are set 
obliquely in the corners; in the lower corner 
the “ c ”  is turned to the right.

No other inscription.
15 c .,  black on white.

A s above, but entirely reversed, so that 
the head is turned to the right, and the 
letters and figures in the corners are back
wards.

No inscription or value ; blue, black.

Sam e design, with the inscription in fatter 
type, not so tall, and the letters wider a p a rt ; 
the figures “ 1 5 ” are thicker and nearly fill 
up the spaces in the c o m e rs ; the top o f 
the “ 5 ”  is vertical.

1 5 c . ,  black, blue on white.

Sam e design, but redrawn (on copper), 
with the head turned to the left.

T h e  following are the principal points o f 
d ifference:—

15 c . ,  black on white.

Sam e design, but reversed, so that the 
head is ̂ turned to the right.

No inscription or value; black, blue on white.

Another design, engraved on copper and 
differing from the type adopted in the fol
lowing p o in ts :—

(a) The labels are much narrower than in the 
adopted design.

(b) The frame lines of the oval medallion are 
wider apart.

(c) The king’s moustache is longer, more 
turned u p ; the hair is thinner, the ear larger, 
and the neck shorter and thicker.

(<0 The shading at the back o f the neck is 
formed of a  number of small obliquely placed 
dots, instead o f horizontal dashes.

(«) The lines of the background in the oval 
are further apart.
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No inscription or value; black, blue on white 

paper.
,, ,, ,, red, on glazed white

card.
Here we have a  pair o f designs, o f sim ilar 

type to the preceding, but differing from one 
another ; engraved on copper as before :—

In the first o f these two designs the head 
o f Victor Em m anuel I I  is turned to the 
left, and is shown upon a  horizontally lined

background ; there is more hair about the 
temples, and the moustache is longer and 
more turned u p ; the oval medallion is en
closed by a  double line, the outer line being 
the th ick er; the fram e is rectangular and 
the corners o f the labels are not rounded 
o f f ; in the corners o f the design are 
rosettes.

T h e second design bears the same 
portrait turned to the left, but it is d is
tinctly larger, and is shown on a  plain 
b ack gro u n d ; the hair on the temples is 
curled towards the right ; the corners o f 
the fram e have the sam e ornaments as 
before.

No inscription or value; ist design, black on while.,, » 2nd „ ,, „

{To be continuedl)

Dotes on Bbopal
B y E. B. E V A N S

A S  a  collector of, perhaps I m ay venture 
to say a specialist in, the unpopular 
issues o f the N ative States o f India, 

I am naturally interested in any announce
ments concerning the State Post Offices. It 
is some little time back that I made a  note 
o f an extract from T he Tim es o f  In d ia , 
which was published in The P h ila te lic  
R ecord, and according to which the State 
Post Office o f Bhopal was transferred to the 
Post Office o f India on the 15th  o f Ju ly . 
Some interesting details are given relating 
to the previous history o f the Post Office, 
and the arrangem ents to be m ade for the 
future :—

“ The Bhopal State Post Office, like all early 
postal systems, was first established for official 
purposes only in 1852, but was later thrown open 
to the public, the first postage stamps being struck 
in 1869. The money order system was introduced 
later, but remittances were limited to Rs. 5. 
Letters could be registered, but there was no pro
vision for insurance and there was no savings 
bank. Stamps that will now be withdrawn from 
circulation are quarter anna, half, one, two, four, 
and eight annas, and one rupee, and a new stamp 
for use exclusively on the Bhopal State Service will 
be introduced shortly. Postage stamps affixed to 
all articles posted within the Bhopal State will, 
when obliterated, bear the impression of the Bhopal 
coat-of-arms. There will now be fifty post offices 
and 437 miles of mail lines, exclusive of railways, 
in the Bhopal territory ”

The list o f the stam ps o f Bhopal certainly 
occupies an amount o f space in the Catalogue 
which might appear to be unnecessary, but 
until within the last few years collectors 
have not really had much to com plain of.

I should add that the unnecessary produc
tions o f recent years have not all o f them 
found their way into the Catalogue yet ; the 
list m ight be considerably lengthened. I f  
the statement that postage stam ps were 
struck in 1869 is correct, 1 fear that there 
must be some additions to be made at the 
beginning o f our list, which starts with an 
issue assigned to 1877. T h e  latter date is 
undoubtedly wrong, and I cannot now dis
cover how it cam e to be adopted b y all the 
catalogues ; stam ps o f Bhopal were actually 
chronicled before the end o f 1876, and the 
date first given to them was “  18 7 1,”  supposed 
to correspond with the date “ 12 8 9 ” which is 
found at the top o f the em bossed device 
applied to the stam ps down to 1902. A s a 
matter o f  fact the M ohammedan year 1289 
began M arch n th , 1872, and ended Feb 
ruary 27th, 1873. The em bossing stamp, 
therefore, which fitted the centre o f the 
earliest Bhopal stam ps that we know, m ay 
be said  to be dated 1872, and was probably 
engraved in that year ; and the design with 
an octagonal blank space in the centre, 
in which the em bossed device was im pressed, 
cannot well be earlier than that date and 
m ay be later. It is not unlikely that the 
single-fram e type, T yp e  2 in the Catalogue, 
m ay have been the earliest, as this appears 
to have been the type o f the stam ps seen in 
18 7 6 ; but stam ps o f T yp e  3 were seen in 
A pril, 1877, and the J  a. o f  T yp e  1 in the 
following August.

I f  stam ps were issued in 1869 they were 
robably o f a  design that is entirely un- 
nown ; let us hope that such was not the
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case ; but philatelists in India might devote 
a  little research to this problem, and en
deavour at the sam e time to ascertain the 
actual date o f issue o f the stam ps that are 
all listed under 1877.

In regard to later issues, the numberless 
varieties o f which m ay tvell have discouraged 
som e would-be collectors o f them, it is only 
fa ir to point out that there is no more inten
tional variation in the numerous redrawings 
o f the same design than in the still more 
numerous numbered plates o f the Penny 
stam ps o f Great Britain, and that for the 
general collector they might well be treated 
in the same m anner—as indeed an attempt 
has been made in the Stanley Gibbons Cata
logue, by placing together all the varieties 
o f the same general design. T h e list might 
be simplified somewhat as follows : —

1878-95. Rectangular type, with horizontal 
lines in the corners.

A. W ove paper. 1. Imperf.
6. J  a., green.
7. |  a., red.
8. 4 a., brown.

E rro rs .
6a. .) a., green (naw a).
7 ,7 .  4 a., red (JAHN).
7b. 4 a. ,, (nw ab).
7z. 4 a. ,, (eegam ).
8/r. 4 a., brown (ja h n ).
8b. | a .  ,, (nw ab).
8c. 4 a. ,, (EECa m ).

2. Perforated.
9- l a . ,  green.
9<T. 1  a. „  (error naw a).
9b. i  a. ,, ( „  a n a w a b).

10. 4 a-» brown-red.

B . Laid paper (1895). Im perf.

1876 ( ? )  and 1877. Square type, with 
value in two forms at foot.

A. Double-line frame.
1. l a . ,  black.
2. 4 a-, red.

E rro rs .
la. 1 a., black (BKGam).
lb. f  a. ,, (EGAM). 
ir. 1 a. ,, (BEGAN?).
2a. 4 a., red (bkgam).
2b. 4 a. ,, (EGAM)
2c. 4 a . ,, (b e g a n ?).

T h e “ n ”  in errors c is merely a  badly 
formed “  M.”

B . Single-line frame.
3. l a . ,  black.
4. 4 a-> red.
4a. 4 a. ,, (error NWAB).

C  Single-line frame, larger le tte r in g ; 
“  E EG A M  ,r for “  BEGAM .”

5. 1  a., black.

I I .  4 a . ,  re d .

188 1-9 8 . Square type, with value in one 
form only at foot.

A . W ove paper. 1. Imperf.
12. 1  a., black.
13. 4 a-> red.
14. 1 a., brown, purple-brown.
15. 2 a., blue.
16. 4 a., buff.
17. 4 a., yellow, orange-yellow.

E rro rs .
12a. J  a., black (nwab).
12b. 1  a. ,, (beg a n ).
12c. l a .  ,, (beg a n ).
130. 4 a . ,  red ( n w a b ).
140. I a., brown (nw ab).
14 b. 1 a. ,, (eeg a m ).
14c. I a. ,, (bbgam ).
14d. I a ., purple-brown (navvah). 
15s. 2 a., blue (nwab).
15^. 2 a. ,, (bbegam ).
15c. 2 a. ,, (NAWAH).
16a. 4 a., buff (nw ab).
17a. 4 a., yellow (e e g a m ). ;
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1886.

2. Perforated.
18. £ a., Mack.
19. 4 a., red.
20. 1 a , brown.
2 1. 2 a., blue.
22. 4 a., orange-yellow.

E rro rs .
1 8<r. |  a., black (BEGAN).
18$. |  a. ,, (BEGAN).
20a. 1 a., brown (f.eg am ).
20 b. 1 a. ,, (bhi'.am).
21a. 2 a., blue (bbegam ).
21 b. 2 a. „  (n aw ah).

B. Laid  paper. 1. Imperf.
23. 4 a., yellow.
23.1. 4 a. ,, (error ebo am ).

2. Perforated.
24. 4 a., yellow.
240. 4 a. ,, Urror eel;am ).

Sim ilar type, very large lettering. 
W ove paper. Imperf.

1884. R ectangular type, with curved 
lines in the corners. W ove paper, l ’erf.

30. 1  a., blue-green.
3CW. i  a. ,,
30/-. I  a.
3°r. i  a.
30d. |  a.
3or’- 4 a .
3° /  i  ..

{error ja n ).
( ,,  b e g m ).
( ,,  n w a b).
( ,, SHAHAN). |] 
( „  JAHA).
( „  JN).

1895. Sim ilar type, with double fram e to 
each stam p ; lettered “  jam ’’ for *ja h a n . 
Laid  paper. Imperf.

. 3 1. I  a ., bright green.

25. A a., pale red.
25a j  a .  ,, {error BEG A N ).
25A. A a . , ,  ( , ,  n w a b ).

Almost all the varieties on the sheet o f 
No. 25 are lettered “ b e g a n .”

1895. Sim ilar type, sm all lettering. 
Laid  paper. 1. Imperf.

26. i  a., black.
26a. i  a . ,, {error n a w  b ).
27. i  a. „

2. Perforated.

1896. S im ilar type, with the lines in the 
corners much wider apart. W ove paper. 
I mperf.

32. i  a , black.

28. 4 a , black.
280. |  a. {error NAW B).

Sim ilar type, with double-line fram e to 
the octagon and value in one form only. 
Laid paper. Imperf.

29. 4 a ., red.

1884-99. R ectangular type, with the letters 
“  13 L  C I ” in the corners.

A . L a id  paper. 1. Imperf.
33. }  a., blue-green.

.34. I  a., black.
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E rro rs .
33a. i  a ., blue-green (n w a b).
33^. 1  a. „  (s a h ).
33c. f  a. , ,  (NAWA a n d ja n a n ).
34a. * a ., black (n w a b).
3 4 *  4 »• .. (s a h ).
340 j  a. „  (n aw a  a n d ja n a n ).

2. Perforated.
35. I  a ., blue-green.
36. 4 a ., black.

E rro rs .
35a . 4 a ., blue-green (n w a b ).
35*- i  a. „  (s a h ).
3Sr. 4 a. ,, (n aw a  an d  ja n a n ).
зба. 4 a ., black (n w a b ).
збб. 4 a. ,, (s a h ).
36c. 4 a. „  (NAWA and  ja n a n ).

B. W ove paper. 1. Imperf.
37- 4 a ., green.
38. i  a ., black.
39. 4  a ., red.
40. 4 a . ,  black (n w a b ).

T he first “ a ” of “ nawa]!”  is always 
missing in No. 40.

E rro rs .
37a. J  a ., green (n a w a ).
3 7 />■ 4 a. „  (n w a b ).
37c. 4 a . „  ( s w a b a ).
37d. 4 a. ,, (n a w a a ).
371. 4 a. ,, (n w a ba  and  uf.o a a m ).
37/ -  4 ». ,, (s a h ).
37g- 4 a. „  (nawah).
39a. 4 a ., red (s a h ).
39A. 4 a. „  (NAWABA).
39T- 4 a. „  (\W A B ).
40a. 4 a ., black (n w a s b a h ja h n i).
406. 4 a. „  (SHAN).
40r. 4 a. ,, (SBAH).
40d. 4 a. ,, (SBAN).
4cv. 4 a. ,, (NWIB).
40/. 4 a. „  (beia m ).
4 °g. 1  a. „  (SHH).

1890-98. Alm ost square design, with 
characters in a  circle in the centre.

A . W ove paper. 1. Im perf.
4 1* 8 a., blue.
4 1a. 8  a. „  (error H A H ).
4 1*. 8 a. „  ( „  jaban).
42- 8 a., green-black.
420. 8 a. „  (error bbgam).

2. Perforated.
43- 8 a., blue.
43a- 8  a .  „  (erro> H A H ).
43A 8  a .  . „  (  „  JA B A N ).

B. Laid paper. 1. Imperf.
44. 8 a., green-black.
44a. 8 a . „  (error l iA l l ) .
44A. 8 a . ,, ( „  JA B A N ).

2. Perforated.
45. 8 a., green-black.
45a. 8 a . ,, (error H AH ).
451k 8 a . , ,  ( , ,  JA B A N ).

B y the omission o f the erro rs , which are 
not of an y  greater interest in reality than 
the other varieties on the sheets, the list be
comes a  very  simple one indeed, and even so 
includes more than what might be termed 
the intentional varieties o f Bhopal.

The issue o f 1902 is a  perfectly straight
forward one and needs little comment. The 
8 annas and 1 rupee m ay be considered un
necessary values, and the general collector 
would disregard the two form s o f embossing, 
and probably the shades o f the 1 a. and 
4 a-

It was after this issue had taken place, on 
the accession o f the present Begum  of 
Bhopal, that signs o f real philatelic de
pravity began to manifest themselves. There 
was a dem and for stam ps which had become 
(or should have become) obsolete on the 
appearance o f the new issue, and this 
demand the State authorities were kind 
enough to supply. T here  were stocks of 
some o f the older stam ps, and sheets which 
had not been already em bossed with the 
original octagonal device received the new 
circular em bossing, and can thus be dis
tinguished from copies o f the sam e stamps 
issued earlier. T h ere  seem s to be no reason 
why these stam ps should not have been put 
in circulation and used, the new embossed 
device form ing presum ably the control mark 
o f the new ruler, and I believe that they 
could have been used by an y one desiring 
to do so ; but undoubtedly they were really 
rem ainders sold to m eet philatelic demands. 
Som e o f them must have been laid b y for 
som e years, notably the 4 a., black on la id , 
o f 1884, the first o f the stam ps with letters 
in the corners, original sheets o f which are 
found with the circular em bossing ; it is 
evident that if a  stock o f this stam p was 
kept back from circulation twenty years ago 
there was no good reason for issuing it in
1904. T h ese varieties need not trouble the 
general collector, who m ay take no notice of 
the em bossing, and accept the stam ps for 
what they a re —genuine rem ainders o f an 
old issue.

Unfortunately the authorities showed 
them selves even m ore obliging than th is ; 
reprinting is luckily im possible in Bhopal, 
for it is evident that the stones are cleaned 
o ff after each lot o f stam ps is printed, and as 
there are no engraved dies the design has 
to be redrawn every time a  fresh printing is 
required. In this w ay reprints, o f a  kind,
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have been m ade, o f the sam e general d e
signs as the originals, but differing from the 
latter in the varieties o f  type and in having 
the new em bossing. W e have thus :— 
i  a., black ; o f the square type of i88t (48 new 

varieties of type).
I  a., black I of the rectangular type of 1884, 
J  a., green > with curved lines in the corners 
f  a., red 1 (32 fresh varieties of type). 
j a . , r e d ;  of the rectangular type with letters 

in the corners (probably 32 fresh 
varieties).

o f the square type o f 1886, with 
very large lettering (24 fresh 
varieties.)
o f the square type of 1895, with 
double outer frame to the octagon 
and value in one form only (16 
fresh varieties not very closely 
resembling any o f the originals).

I  a., yellow 
* a., orange

4 a.,carmine 
K a., black

It is stated that all o f  these were adm is
sible to postal use, but I should think it 
extremely unlikely that an y o f them were 
pm on sale in the ordinary course. I have

seen what professed to be used specim ens o f 
som e o f them, but not in such condition as 
to prove their actual use. I should consider 
them all as  having exactly the sam e status, 
and that a  very dubious one.

F in a lly  we have the statement, in the 
newspaper paragraph quoted at the begin
ning o f these notes, that “  a  new stam p for 
use exclusively on the Bhopal State S e r
v ic e ”  w as to be issued shortly. Is  this the 
stam p that was chronicled 
a  few months ago, and o f 
which some sheets were 
said to have been stolen 
from the printers ? 1 have 
heard nothing more about 
it, but it is probable that 
this is the stam p referred 
to. It is unlikely that a  
new- stam p for ordinary 
postal purposes would have been ordered 
from E n glan d  ju st before the State Post 
Office was given up.

Philatelic tlote$ and Queries
B y E. B. E V A N S

I N an interesting paper by “  Plain 
Anchor,”  in the num ber o f this m aga
zine for the 24th o f October, there is 

a reproduction o f a  circular which appears 
to have been published in April, 18 4 1, by 
Mr. R. W . Sievier and M r. E . Scriven, rela
ting to stam ps which they proposed to pro
duce for postal purposes, in place o f the 
stamps then in use ; to this circular there 
appear to have been attached three speci
mens o f a  very inferior-looking label, which 
the promoters can hardly have expected 
would supersede the work o f M essrs. 
Perkins Bacon and Co. A  curious circum 
stance is that twelve months earlier Mr. 
Sievier was advocating the use o f a far more 
business-like design, produced in such a  
manner as to be realty difficult o f imitation.

In The London a n d  W estm inster R ev iew  
for March, 1840, a  reproduction was given o f 
a design with an em bossed centre, sur
rounded by a  fram e o f engine-turned pattern 
in two colours (after the style o f the Patent 
Medicine stam ps), accom panied by the fol
lowing d escrip tio n :—

“ This design proposes to prepare stamps with 
an e m b o s s e d  subject in the centre, such subject 
to be the Head of Her Majesty, the Royal Arms 
or any other device; the stamp surrounding the 
embossment to be prirted in t w o  or more 
c o l o u r s ,  the design'or pattern o f the stamp 
being susceptible o f any variation.

“ In preparing this design, the inventor, Mr. 
Sievier, stated that he had two objects in view ; 
first, to secure (as much as the subject would 
admit of) the Revenue from fraud by imitations

of the stamp, and secondly, a rapid and cheap 
mode of providing for any possible required con
sumption. The first object, Mr. Sievier con
sidered, would, in a great measure, be effected by 
the complicated nature o f the work, requiring as 
it would the combined efforts of the Die Sinker, 
the Engine Turner, and the Mechanic, to perfect 
a copy. The second object, Mr. Sievier proposes 
to obtain by a machine which he has constructed, 
which will print with such rapidity and certainty, 
that he would undertake to deliver One Million 
impressions daily at very small cost, for instance 
if it were determined to so place the stamps of 
the above size on sheets of paper, so that the 
letter when folded should bear the impression on 
the outside, the cost of production should not 
exceed ^ 3 0  per million, or gd. per thousand, but 
if small separate stamps composed of an em
bossed centre and er graved border, gummed and 
attached to the letter af;er it was folded, the 
printing should not exceed i$d. per thousand, or 
£ 6  5s. per million. One other advantage was 
suggested by the plan, that of determining the 
c o s t  of p r o d u c i n g  the stamp to Government.”

T h e circular reproduced by “  Plain A nchor” 
was evidently o f later date than that which 
I have ju st quoted, as it refers to the fact 
that the stam ps then in use were capable o f 
being cleaned. T he curious part is that 
M r. Siev ier in his later schem e appears to 
have proposed som ething which was vastly 
inferior, both in design and execution, to that 
which he had proposed earlier. In  both o f 
the circulars reference is made to the com 
bined efforts “  o f  the D ie Sinker, the En gine 
Turner, and the M echanic,”  but, whereas in 
his E s s a y  o f 1840 the work o f the former
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two are plainly manifest, the labels attached 
to his circular o f 1841 appear to reflect very 
little credit even upon the M echanic. Is  it 
possible that the specim ens attached to the 
particular copy o f the circular were affixed j 
to it at some later date, Mr. Siev ier’s original 
essay having been lost ?

It would be o f interest to learn som ething 
o f the history o f the Cartoon reproduced on 
page 264. It is evidently connected with 
som e agitation in the Post Office for increase 
o f pay.

One paragraph in the same article reminds 
me o f a  question that was asked me not long 
back, namely, W hat was the nam e o f the en
graver o f the original die for the first o f our 
stam ps ? T h e earlier authorities called him 
“  Charles H eath,”  M essrs. W right and Creeke 
say  “  Frederick H eath,” and “  P lain  A n ch or”  
speaks o f “  W illiam  Heath.”  I am wonder
ing whether the engraver was christened 
“ Charles Frederick W illiam ,”  or whether 
the whole fam ily took part in the engraving.

I AM glad to note, in T he P h ila te lic  R ecord  
for October, the commencement o f a  most 
valuable article, by Mr. L. L. R . Hausburg, 
on “ The Lithographed H igh  Values o f 
Queensland (18 8 1 Series).” T h e  stones for 
these stamps, a s  most collectors are no doubt 
aware, were produced by m eans o f litho
graphic transfers from the Perkins Bacon 
plate o f the One Shilling o f the original issue, 
thevalue and, where necessary, the ornaments 
at the sides being erased, and the new values 
inserted, thus forming dies (of stone) for the 
different values required. In the m aking up 
o f the plates the sam e system was adopted 
as in most other cases o f lithographed 
stamps, that is to say they were not made 
up o f single transfers from the original stone, 
but an intermediate stone was made up o f a 
sm all number o f transfers, and the stone 
from which the stam ps were printed was 
made up with transfers o f the block o f 
impressions upon the intermediate stone. 
T h e process not being an absolutely perfect 
one, there are liable to be little defects by 
which the individual members o f these blocks 
can be distinguished from one another, and 
we thus get groups o f minor varieties distri
buted regularly throughout the sheets o f 
stamps. It has hitherto been supposed that 
each o f the five values o f these Queensland 
stam ps existed in five minor varieties only, 
arranged in one horizontal strip ; Mr. H au s
burg, however, has succeeded in proving that, 
although there are only five varieties o f the 
T w o Shillings and the Tw enty Shillings, 
there are ten each (two rows o f five) o f the 
rem aining three values, all o f which are fully 
described and illustrated in his paper.

T he points referred to in Mr. H ausburg’s 
descriptions appear to be differences o f

defects alone, and not what would be termed 
actual variations o f type, but I should gather 
from the illustrations that the words “  two ” 
and “ five,”  and perhaps the final “ s ” of 
“ sh illin g s,” were drawn separately on 
each o f the five and ten transfers o f 2s. and 
5s., and that the M altese cross at each side 
o f  the 2s. 6d. was also drawn separately 
upon the ten transfers o f that value. In any 
case  philatelists have a very interesting 
addition to their knowledge o f the stam ps of 
this series, for which they are  indebted to 
M r. H ausburg’s research.

Mr . I). F ield  sends me a copy o f a  little 
book, which I gather is the first o f a “  Series 
o f Philatelic H and books” to be brought out 
by the publisher o f T he W est E tu i P h ila telist, 
the subject in this instance being “  Hong 
K ong,” and the author Mr. IS. W . H. Poole. 
T h e  postal issues o f Hong K ong are com
paratively sim ple and straightforward ; the 
designs adopted in 1862-3 rem ained un
changed down to the end o f the reign of 
Queen Victoria, and if  it were not for a  good 
num ber o f surcharged varieties the stamps 
o f this colony would be a  model o f philatelic 
propriety. T h e  most interesting puzzle (if 
such it m ay be called) connected with them 
arises from the fact that there are little varie
ties o f type o f the otherwise uniform design, 
which appear to be entirely unnecessary, but 
which, from the fact o f their existence, must. 
I suppose,. have been unavoidable. The 
general design o f  all the ordinary postage 
stam ps o f H ong K ong being the sam e, one 
would have expected to find evidence o f a 
single original die, with blank labels at the 
left and at foot for the insertion o f the value 
in Chinese and in E n glish  ; but it seem s that 
even for the first issue a separate original die 
was produced for each value, differing in the 
engraving o f the characters fo r“  H ong Kong ” 
at the right-hand side, and I think also in the 
E n glish  name at the top, and, further, ex
hibiting in each case differences in the 
retouching of the portrait o f the Queen and 
the lines o f the background ; while in the 
fresh values issued later, still more striking 
differences are to be found. T h ese little 
points are fully dealt with by M r. Poole, 
who, perhaps wisely, does not attempt t<> 
g ive reasons for the existence o f variations 
which probably none but the manufacturer-, 
o f the stam ps could account for.

1 AM indebted to M r. H ilm er D jurling, th- 
well-known Swedish philatelist, for a  de 
scription o f a  newly discovered imitation of 
the erro r, Sweden T yp e  o f 1872, with 
numerals “  2 0 ” and word “  t r e t io ” in plac. 
o f “ tjugo .” H e states that three forgerie- 
o f this stam p have already been described



I

GIBBONS STAM P W E E K L Y

and that he has now found a  fourth, which is 
fortunately not a  very dangerous one, as it 
differs very distinctly from the genuine. It 
appears that the whole stamp is a  forgery, 
and is considerably too short, measuring 
23 x 22 mm., instead o f 24^ x  22 mm. T he 
general appearance is as good as that o f the 
original, but close exam ination reveals 
various little differences. T he figures “ 2 0 ” 
are too sm all and too thin. T h e paper is 
somewhat glazed, it has a  greyish  tint, and 
is thicker than it should be. T h e perfora
tion gauges 12 , instead o f 13 , and the teeth 
are short and blunt. T h e postm ark is in
correct, it is unlike any that is found upon 
the stamps o f Sweden. T h e imitation seems 
in fact to be a  failure.

1 h a v e  received the first num ber o f a  new 
monthly, The P h ila telic  W orlds edited and 
managed by Mr. A. J .  Sefi, with whom I am 
able to sympathize not only as an editor but 
also because he is one o f the few collectors 
in this country who devote much attention 
to the stam ps o f the Indian N ative States.

T h e  new magazine begins well, with an 
article, by the Editor, on “ T h e S ilk  T h read  
Issues o f Switzerland,”  and it is also to con
tain a  translation o f Captain Ohrt's h an d 
book upon R ep rin ts, which should b e o f 
great value to collectors as containing the 
latest information upon a very  important 
subject. I hope to m ake further reference 
to this work in a future number, when the 
translation has reached a more advanced 
stage. T h e  W o rld  is wide, and there is 
plenty o f room in it for P h ila te lic  periodicals 
o f a  superior class, such as the new-comer 
promises to be. M ay it live long and 
p ro sp er '

A  m o n t h  ago I ventured to m ake a few 
rem arks upon the subject o f “  Science ” as 
defined in one o f the leading philatelic 
monthlies. T he following quotation from 
the title-page o f a  new magazine is worthy 
o f attention in this connection : “  Devoted 
to the interests o f Postage Stam p Collectors, 
Curios, Coins, and Kindred Sciences.” It 
seem s that we are a  Science, after all.

neu> Issues and Discoveries
B y  FRANK PHILLIPS

I should be moat grateful If readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
Issues of stamps, new or projected. If possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once if 
desired, together with stamp for postage: or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

FR A N K  PHILLIPS, 8 9 1  Strand, London, W.C.

Australian Commonwealth.—The publishers 
of the A ustralian Philatelist (io.to.c8) state 
that they have seen two copies of the 5d., with 
N SW  watermark, perforated n .

1902-4. Type s, sface at fo o t fille d  in . Chalk-surfaccd 
paper. Wmk. Croton and N S W, Type 33<?/N.^.\V.

(c) P e rf. i t .

>34<z[ ed., emerald-green.

Bolivia.—A  correspondent informs us that for 
two values, the 50 c. and 1 bol., the Administra
tion are reverting to the design o f the old 1867 
issue, but that the colours will be different from 
those previously employed. He has shown us a 
copy of the 50 c. in verm ilion (instead of blue> 
as formerly), and the stamp, appears to have been 
printed from the original plate of 1867.

4
1908. Type 4 . N ine stars. Re-issue in  new colour. 

P e rf. 17.
io3|so c., vermilion.

Caym an Islands.—A new6d. stamp has been 
shown to us by Mr. Herbert Jenner. It con
forms to the new colour scheme, being printed in 
two shades of purple, and is on multiple, surfaced 
paper. The copies we have seen are on original 
cover, and are postmarked “ 6 Oct. 1908.”

8
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Oc t o b er , 1908. T yp e®. New inscription. Name and 
tablet in second colour. IVmk. M ultiple Crown 
C A . Per/. 14.

26,6d., dull and bright purple, c*

Colombia. —In sorting stock we have found 
two stamps with compound perforations, which 
were not previously known to exist. We duly 
list them below.

.9  5®
1(83-6. Type 39. Tinted paper.
(r) Per/, compound0 / ioA and »2.

1930(1 peso, lake on bluish.
1892-7. Type 58. Tinted paper, 
ifi)  Per/, com pound0 / 13$ and it.

285*9] t peso, blue on green.

C urasao.—We have now been shown a copy 
of the new 22$ c., given in the last Supplement 
to our Catalogue as brown : the stamp should 
have been described a s :—

Centre in first colour. Per/. ia|.
65**]xt'22j c., olive-green and brown.

Holland.—According to Ew en's Weekly Stamp 
News (14 .11.08), the 20 c. stamp, to which we 
referred in “ Foreign Notes”  last week, was 
actually issued on 7 November.

Our contemporary also states that a 6£ c. 
Postage Due stamp was issued without a red 
surcharge on 1 October. The stamp is said to 
be Type 3 in our Catalogue, i.e. “ 32 loops— ‘ T* 
o f betalrn  slightly to the left of loop; top 
branch of first ‘ R ’ of brta len  shorter than 
lower branch” ; but as the last two stamps 
issued have been Type 1, we think that our 
contemporary may possibly be mistaken. Also 
no mention is made of the perforation, but that 
we suppose would be 12$. All things considered, 
we do not think we are justified in chronicling 
this stamp until we have seen it.

ta

1908. Type 12. H ead in firs t colour. Per/. it\.
193*120 c., grey and yellow-green.

N o rw ay.—On the authority of a continental 
contemporary Ew ett's Weekly Stamp News 
(14.10.08) states that a 15 ore of the usual design 
was issued on 3 October, to supersede the pro* 
visional 15 ore on 4 sk.

xa
October, 1908- Type sa. Wink. Poslhom , Type 7.

Per/.
1 35<sll5 Sre, violet-brown(?).

Siam .— In addition to the provisional chronicled 
last week we have received a second one, a 2 atts 
on the 24 alts, purple and blue, of the April 
1887 issue. It is evident that the authorities 
have run short of the proper stamps, as they so 
often do, and are also trying to use up accumu
lated stocks of obsolete issues.

9 55
S eptember, 1908. Type 9 surcharged as Type 55, in 

black.
162)2 attson 24 a., purple and blue(No. 31).

Victoria.—In the last Supplement to our 
Catalogue we listed the 2^d. on Crown and £  
paper, but in our issue of 24 October the report 
was contradicted. The stamp is now listed in 
the A ustralian Philatelist (10.10.08), so we 
chronicle as follows:—

6a
1908- Type 6a. Wmk. Crown anti £ ,  Type 77.

(a) Per/. 12} or 12X »2j.
2940(2^., deep blue.

W estern Australia.—According lo \he Austra
lian Philatelist (10.10.08), Mr. Peck has in his 
possession a copy of the 2d., yellow, postmarked 
February, 1905, with the perforation compound 
of )2& and II.

1905. Type ao. Wink. Crown and Type 31. 
(<■) P er/ compound0 / \2$ and tt. 

i6a<ad., yellow.

Printed by W. Bxkmdon A Son, Ltd., Plymouth, foi the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s, Ltd., 391 Stxaod, London,W.C.
28 November, 1906.
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Countries of the (Uonld
B y  W . P E R C Y  B A R N S D A L L  

G re e c e

GR E E C E — called by its earlier inhabi
tants H ellas— though now one o f the 
least important o f modern States, was, 

as every one knows, in ancient times the 
Great Power o f Europe, and was the seat o f 
freedom and civilization at a  period when 
the remainder o f Europe was occupied chiefly 
by barbaric tribes. T he history o f the country 
makes fascinating reading— students o f same 
in the original are permitted to dissent—and 
the records o f its patriotic struggles, the 
memory o f its illustrious m en— poets, h is
torians, orators, philosophers, and artists— 
its ancient m ythology and the evidence o f

once splendid architecture combine to invest 
it with peculiar interest.

The intellectual suprem acy o f Greece in 
antiquity was the foundation o f modern 
civilization, and was due chiefly to the fine 
situation o f the country for the trade o f the 
early world between the ancient civilized 
countries o f A sia  and the newly opened 
lands o f the W estern M editerranean, as  well 
as to the capacity o f a  h ighly gifted people 
to m ake the most o f  such advantage. Side 
by side with the com m ercial, there was a  
great industrial developm ent, and G reek 
m erchants and sailors spread the culture o f



354 GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY 5 D ec. DOS

their people by founding colonies in every 
part o f the then known world. D uring the 
last centuries o f antiquity G reece lost its 
importance on account o f changes in trade 
routes. After the fall o f the Rom an Em pire, 
with which G reece was incorporated, the 
country underwent a  succession o f changes, 
and suffered grievously from the invasion o f 
barbaric tribes. In the thirteenth century 
the Venetians becam e the predominant 
power within its lim its ; they were followed 
by the Turks in the fifteenth, and the tyranny 
o f the latter rulers completed the ruin o f 
the land.

Insurrections took place, but they were 
abortive. In 18 2 1 a  general war for in
dependence broke out, which the interven
tion o f Christian Europ e rendered successful 
in 1829, and modern Greece was constituted.

It em braces the southern extrem ity o f the 
Turkish  peninsula and is washed by the 
Aegean Sea  on the east and b y the Ionian 
on the west. It com prises also  a  multitude 
o f islands with a  total area o f  25,0 14  square 
m iles and a  population o f about 2,500,000.

T h e northern frontier o f  G reece was 
anciently the line which separated E p iru s 
and T h essa ly  from Illyria  and M acedonia, 
but the boundary settled in 1832  excluded 
the two form er districts. A t the Berlin 
Congress, in 1878, the G reeks claim ed this 
ancient boundary line, but did not succeed 
in obtaining quite all they wished, an exten
sion o f territory being granted consisting o f 
most o f Thessaly and a strip o f Epirus. In 
1864 the Ionian Islands, over which G reat 
Britain had a protectorate, were ceded to 
Greece, and thus to-day the area o f the re
constituted kingdom  approxim ates nearly to 
that o f the ancient State.

Still Crete and other neighbouring islands 
belonging geographically and ethnographic- 
ally  to Greece are outside its limits, and 
should any political alteration ensue from the 
present Eastern troubles, doubtless Crete 
would be ceded to Greece. T he people o f 
the island have rather anticipated events b y 
declaring their annexation already, and a  
reference to recent “  Foreign N o te s”  in this 
paper, as also to the “ New Issu e s ” column 
o f the present number, will show that practi
cal efforts to have such annexation pro
claim ed to the world have been made by 
overprinting the postage stamps.

Agriculture is the principal resource o f the 
country, the currant (a corruption o f C o rin th ) 
being the most favoured crop, whilst other 
fruits, wine, olives, and tobacco give an 
abundance for export. Greece has a great 
variety o f m ineral deposits, and the value 
o f  their export amounts to a  considerable 
figure. The U nited Kingdom  is by far 
the largest customer, taking more than a 
quarter o f the total exports. It also  supplies 
the greatest portion o f the im ports, though

R ussia, Austria, and T u rkey have each a 
considerable trade. T h e  chief imports are 
agricultural products, yarns, and raw  ma
terials.

T h e G reeks are essentially a  trading 
nation, and their capacity for commerce is 
exem plified in the saying “ W hen Greek 
meets G reek,” etc. In  recent years there 
has been a great em igration, and altogether 
the G reek nationality is over 8,000,000.

Internal communication is good, and a 
considerable amount o f  the carrying trade 
o f the B lack  Sea  and eastern ports o f the 
M editerranean is under the G reek  flag.

O f post offices there existed 640 at the 
end o f 1905, and there passed through the 
post in that year alm ost 15  million letters,
1 1  million post cards, and ils million packets 
o f printed matter. T h e  receipts were 4A 
million, and the expenses 4 million drachmai.

T h e  m onetary unit is a  drachm a  o f 100 
le p ta ; it approxim ates to the fr a n c , but the 
value o f the currency drachm a varies con
siderably.

T h e  ch ief towns are  Athens, the capital 
(population with Piraeus, its port, 240,000), 
Patras, the chief com m ercial centre (38,000), 
and Corfu (18,000), engaged chiefly in the 
trade with Ita ly  and Austria.

Philatelic History
U ntil com paratively recent years the stamps 

o f Greece were rather neglected, chiefly on 
account o f the difficulty o f arrangem ent of 
the earlier issues, but thanks to the re
searches o f such em inent experts as Mr. \V. 
D om ing Beckton, Lieut. N apier, Dr. Socolis, 
and others, classification has been made 
easier, and it is generally agreed that the 
list in the Catalogue, based upon these re
searches, is now a very good guide. Mr.
C. J .  Phillips, in his note upon “ Stam p Col
lecting as an Investm ent,” s a y s : “ A  hard 
country to master, but once understood few 
will pay better. A  grand  lot o f shades h ere ; 
used stam ps quite cheap.”

General collectors with an eye for colour 
need not be dism ayed, for it is easy to get 
together a very 'representative lot o f stamps 
for a  moderate outlay, whilst for specialists 
the country is one p a r  excellence. Com
mem orative and provisional issues in later 
years have som ewhat detracted from popu
larity, but the former anyw ay m ake a  hand
som e picture gallery, and taken altogether 
a well-filled album o f G reek stam ps forms a 
display well worth looking at, even by an 
“  outsider.”

It was not until i860 that the postal 
system  was organized on modern lines, and 
decrees appeared in i860 and 1861 relative 
to the first issue. Som e o f the articles in 
these decrees must have been revoked in 
later years, for they order “ that sufficient 
stam ps shall a lw ays be kept in stock,”
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and any one neglecting this rule shall be 
punished, “  if a  postal official, by penalties ; 
if a vendor on commission, by the loss o f 
the privilege o f selling.” These excellent 
stipulations could not have been rem em 
bered in 1900, and sim ilar ones might be 
carried into practice in m any other coun
tries, with much advantage to collectors.

The first issue did not appear till October, 
1861, and consisted o f seven values, the 
three lower ones being intended for news
papers, the 10 1. for local letters, patterns, 
and book post, whilst the rem aining values 
were for letters, according to weight, 20 1. 
for 15 gram m es, etc.

The stam ps bear a strong family likeness 
to the earlier issues of France, and natur
ally so, for the die was engraved by M. 
Albert Barre, who engraved the Laureated 
issues. T h e design was sim ply that o f 
the French stam p with the head of Herm es 
or M ercury replacing that o f Ceres, 
and with the inscription necessarily modi
fied. T he words at top stand for e l i.e- 
N IKON CRAMMATOSEMON, in English 
“ Greek letter-stam p." There was one matrix 
die for the design, the numerals o f value 
being inserted in the secondary dies from 
which the plates (150  stamps, 15 rows o f 10) 
were constructed.

The first printings were made at Paris, 
but it is not quite certain whether by 
M. Hulot, at the H otel de h i M onnaic, or 
by Ernest M eyer, 22 R ue de Yerncuil, 
but probably b y the latter. It seem s cer
tain that the plates were m ade b y M eyer, 
and as there were strained relations at this 
time between M . Barre and M. Hulot, the 
printing was probably done at the same 
establishment.

T he 10  1. stam ps had large double- 
lined numerals printed on the back before 
gumming. T h is was the outcome o f a  
suggestion made previously by M. Harre 
with regard to French stam ps, the idea 
being to more easily identify the several 
values and obviate the difficulty arising 
from the sm allness o f the numerals of 
value on the face. Had the suggestion 
been adopted it would have meant more 
expense, and needless to say it was rejected 
by M. Hulot. It will be remembered that 
larger figures o f value were inserted on 
the later French issues. Anyw ay, the sug
gestion met with approval from the Greek 
authorities, for subsequent printings, with the 
exception o f the low values o f 1 and 2 
lepta, had figures at the back.

A ll the stam ps were im perforate; in fact, 
no stam ps were perforated till 1889. The 
colours mentioned in the official decree are 
given in brackets, and in the Paris printings 
there is little variation of shade.

October, 1861. On toned paper.

1 l.t chocolate on cream (chestnut)
Unused. 
s. d. 
30 O

Used. 
s. d. 
12 0

2 !., olive-yellow (pale yellow) 2 6 3 6
5 1., emerald (green) . 40 0 3 0

10 1., orange on blue (orange) 35 0 7 6
20 1., blue (blue) . . . . 20 0 3 6
40 1., purple on pale blue (purple) 6 0 3 6
Ho )., rose-carmine on cream (red) 12 6 6 0

{To be continued.)
NOTEPLEASE

Tbe Price* quoted In tbe foregoing article are taken from our publisher*9 latest Stock Books, and 
are, therefore, tbe Prices at which Stanley Olbbons, Ltd,, will have pleasure In supplying any 
of tbe stamps that may be needed by any of our readers.

Topical llote$
B y  C H A R L E S  J .  P H I L L I P S
The Sectional Im perial Album 
\Ye have now issued sections for Great 
Britain, W est Indies, British N orth Am erica, 
British African Colonies, and British Posses
sions in Europe.

Owing to the great run on this album in 
America, our N ew  Y ork  house asked us to 
prepare the U .S . section in time for the 
Christmas trade, and a special edition is 
now being printed for the Am erican market. 
In this we have had to omit the illustrations 
of the Governm ent stamps, as we do in the 
American Catalogue, but in the edition for 
sale in Great Britain , etc., the U .S . illus

trations will all be included. T h is  will be a 
large and important section, probably the 
largest in the whole album, and its produc
tion has somewhat delayed the preparation of 
the British Colonies in Asia and Australia.

T he group of sections for the British Pos
sessions in Europe com prises five sections, 
as follows :—

No. 60. Cyprus . . price 6d.
No. 6 1. G ibraltar . „  8d.
No. 62. H eligoland . „  3d.
No. 63. Ionian Islands „  3d.
No. 64. M alta . . „  4d.
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Purchase o f a  F ine Specialized Collection 
I have to announce that we have purchased 
a fine collection o f the old issues o f  Colombia, 
those from 1859 to 1890.

T his collection was formed m any years 
ago on the Continent, and does not contain 
any o f the modern rubbish, but is unusually 
strong in the stam ps o f 1859 to 1867.

In the early issues many values are 
represented by from ten to thirty specimens, 
which naturally include a  number o f very 
rare shades and m any interesting minor 
varieties.

T his collection has been combined with 
our new stock books o f Colombia, which 
are now rearranged, and they can be sent 
to collectors on dem and.

Description o f N ew  Stock  Books arranged 
and priced during the last w eek

Venezuela.
T h ree  fine books o f this country have just 
been rearranged, and they include a selection 
from some large parcels which we have 
bought at favourable prices, which in m any 
cases have enabled us to considerably 
reduce the selling rates. T his only applies 
to the issues o f the last few y e a rs ; in the 
early issues stock is getting low and a great 
m any prices have been raised, there having 
been a  steady dem and for the older stam ps 
for South Am erica for som e time past.

I think this is essentially a  country which 
is worthy o f more stu d y ; very few  collectors 
seem to have worked it up, and yet what a  
lot rem ains to be done in it. F o r  exam ple, 
1859 issue. D o  all or an y values exist both 
lithographed and engraved, and i f  so how 
can they best be separated ? W hat is the 
status o f the stam ps on “ b lu e”  and on 
“  green ”  paper ?
18 6 1-5 . Both these issues want studying, 

and new lists require to be drawn up. 
1866-74. There is much to do in these sm all 

square stam ps, especially in those over
printed.

1880. A ll values have been reprinted, and 
the unused stam ps offered by dealers 
without knowledge at 50, 60, or 75 per 
cent discount are certainly reprints, o f 
which I have seen large stocks.

1887. Lithographed, both perforated and 
rouletted. T here  are points to be 
studied in these stam ps which a  
specialist m ight find very interesting. 

1896. “  M iranda.”  Quite common stam ps, 
but there are  several p rin tin gs; the 
earlier ones contained errors that are 
now rare, and in som e printings tete- 
biche pairs occur. A ll these want a  con
siderable amount o f  careful study.

1902. “  Carupano provisionals.”  T h ese  are 
rare and I know o f no s to c k s ; their 
history wants writing up.

1903. “ Stam ps issued during the Revolu
tion and used in the Departments of 
Guayana, M arino, and M aturin.”

Mr. F . H. N apier, who has arranged our 
new stock books, writes :—■

These are very interesting stamps ; some one 
ought to write the subject up. Roughly speaking. 
Guayana plates were made first, and the plates 
for Mariflo and Maturin made from them. In 
the process the frames got a little altered, but the 
plates of Mariflo and Maturin are identical. Of 
these there are three for each value. I think 
there must be three each for Guayana as well, 
but I can only find three for the 5 c. and I bol. 
The second and third plates of Marino have the 
name in small type. I am not quite sure about the 
third plate of Mariflo ; nor do I understand how 
the plates were printed tite-bhhe. The various 
spacings of the values sometimes are on different 
and sometimes on the same plates.

Recent Purchase

A  very  fine and highly specialized collection 
o f the older issues o f North Borneo.

A ll issues are represented by blocks, pairs, 
and singles, in all shades, unused, and a 
great number o f stam ps used postally, a 
special point having been made o f dated 
postmarks.

A  number o f errors and minor varieties 
that have not been catalogued will be found 
in this collection, and am ongst the rarities I 
note as follows :—

1886. 5 c. on 8 c., green, inverted, unused.
1889. 1 0 c ., blue, printed both sides.
1892. 6 c. on 8 c ., green, po stag f . only.

used, and dated 29 Mar. 1892.
, ,  6 c . on 8 c ., “ Postage & Revenue,”

pane of sixty, with errors, and 
pairs and singles, used and un
used.

6  c. on 8 c ., gteen, inverted, unused. 
„  6 c. on 10 c., blue ,,  ,,

T h is collection is arranged in two books, 
and can now be sent to collectors.

T h e  Philatelic W o r ld
T h is  new m onthly magazine has just ap
peared under the editorship o f M r. A . J .  Sefi.

No. 1 is well produced, and contains about 
eighteen pages o f  reading matter and several 
pages o f advertisem ents.

An interesting article upon the “ Silk 
Thread ”  issue o f Switzerland is commenced 
b y Mr. Sefi, who bases his notes chiefly 
upon details g iven  in the grand work by 
M M . M irabaud and de Reuterskiold, but is 
able to antedate some o f the varieties. Mr. 
Sefi also g ives lists o f essays for colour, both 
with and without the silk  threads, and in pre
paring this m ade use o f our large refer
ence collection, which contains a  very  fine 
lot o f these interesting essays.
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Another article that should be o f  much 
use to collectors is a  translation o f the 
Handbook on R ep rin ts , written by Captain 
Ohrt, and o f which instalments, translated 
by Miss A. G reen, will appear each month. 
In this number we have the introductory 
matter only.

An article describing and illustrating some 
of the common forgeries issued nearly forty 
years ago  does not strike me as  o f  much use, 
as the forgeries are o f the crudest descrip
tion and could hardly deceive an y one.

Mr. H. C lark has a well-written article 
upon “  M aking a  Philatelic L ibrary.”

This is a  capital first number, and I wel
come The P h ila te lic  W o rld  as a  distinct 
gain to the literature on our hobby.

M r. E . S ta n ley  G ibbons, .  accom panied 
by his wife, has left for an extended tour in 
India, Ceylon, China, Ja p an , etc.

The following dates are  those at which 
letters can be posted in London to addresses 
named. Mr. Gibbons hopes to be at the 
places named from three to five weeks la ter  
than the following d ates:—
Nov. 3. Passenger N .D .L . s.s. R u lo w , c/o 

A selm eyer &  Co , Napoli, Italy.
„  20. Cubbon Hotel, Bangalore, India.
„  27. M rs. U lyett’s Guest House, 

H yderabad, Deccan, India.

Dec. 4-
18.

25.
I909.

Jan. 8.

Feb. 16.
25-

Mar. 5-
19-

April 2.

>8 9-

n 16.

»» 23-

May 1.

Connem ara Hotel, M adras, India.
C/o Thos. Cook & Son, Colombo, 

Ceylon.
Hotel Metropole, Hanoi, Indo

china.

H ong K ong and Shanghai Bank 
Corporation, H ong Kong, 
China.

Ditto, ditto, Kobe, Japan .

Ditto, ditto, Hong K ong, China.
Ditto, ditto, Singapore, Straits 

Settlements.
G rand Oriental Hotel, Colombo, 

Ceylon.
Passenger homewards, N .D .L ., 

Mr. S. Schm uck, Aden.
Ditto, ditto, Mr. T h . M eyer, 

Suez, E gyp t.
Ditto, ditto, Mr. H. Bronn, Port 

Said , E gyp t.
Ditto, ditto, Aselm eyer & Co., 

Napoli, Italy.

M r. a n d  M rs. L . L . R . H au sbu rg  have 
also left on an Eastern tour, but I have no 
address later than Ceylon. I believe, how
ever, that they will visit Southern India and 
Japan , and I hope that Mr. Hausburg will 
send m y readers some o f his chatty notes on 
his trip.

British north Borneo
fl Peu> Dotes
B y  B E R T R A M  W . H. P O O L E

(Continued from page 191.)
[The publication o f these notes has been 

delayed by an oversight, but the force o f 
Mr. Poole’s reply to the rem arks o f Mr. 
Dalwigk concerning the stam ps in question 
has not been im paired thereby. Indeed, 
Mr. Poole has been able to revise several 
points.— E d . G .S . W .]

I N 1889, 85 and $ 10  stam ps were added 
to the set (Types 14  and 15  o f  Catalogue). 
These are perhaps unnecessarily large, 

but that they were not required for postal 
purposes is a  sweeping statem ent that is 
probably far from the truth. T h ese  stam ps 
were printed in sheets o f  20, and I think 
it quite probable an ethusiastic specialist will 
find they can be plated. In fact, very little 
is known about these two stam ps, and a little 
careful study would probably result in clear
ing up the m ystery that at present surrounds 
their manufacture. T h ey  were produced by 
Messrs. Blades, East, and B lades, and it has 
been stated that they are lithographs. But 
all the stam ps o f small size were produced 
by the electrotype process, and I  am  rather

o f the opinion that these large stam ps were 
made in the sam e way. There were certainly 
two printings o f the 8 10 , one o f which con
tained the error “ dollaps.” I think this 
occurred in the first printing, and that the 
dam aged electrotype was removed and re
placed by a  perfect one before a  great m any 
sheets had been printed.

From  1890 to 1893, various provisionals 
were created, o f which the illustrations below 
are typical exam ples.

T h ese are not quite above suspicion, but 
the available facts relating to their issue 
seem to  show that they are at an y rate as 
good a s  most provisionals from other parts 
o f the world. T h e  6 c. on 8 c. was in issue 
some time pending the arrival o f the regular 
6 c. value, and is the only one o f the sur
charged varieties o f this period found post
marked to order. There were at least two 
settings o f the type o f the “ 6 c e n ts”  sur
charge. In one o f these, found upon both 
varieties o f the 10  c. and 8 c. respectively, 
an error with large “ s ” in “ cents”  appears. 
The other setting, which is only known on
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the 8 c. postage & reven ue type, has 
one stamp with the letters misplaced 
and reading “ cetns,’’ and another (fourth in

bottom row) witli the “ c ” o f “ cen ts” in
verted. Apparently this was the last printing, 
and it was made in 1892 just before the 
regular 6 c. stam p was placed on sale.

In 1894 the Com pany decided to issue 
a set o f pictorial stam ps to replace the lower 
values o f the set then current.

T h is handsome and beautifully engraved 
set has been “ howled dow n” as though it 
were worse than any Set-becks. But why ? 
T h e Governm ent o f Borneo had as  much 
right and as good grounds for issuing the set 
as N ew Zealand had for bringing out a  hand
some issue to replace the “ d ow d y”  types 
that had previously done duty as postage 
labels.

The only objection is that the stam ps were 
sold in postm arked-to-order sets, and as 
these can be easily distinguished, it is no 
real detriment to the value and interest of 
the stam ps unused or legitim ately used.

T he values from 25 c. to 8 10  were in
scribed STATE OK NORTH BORNEO to 
conform with the others. E vidently the 
sam e dies as before, suitably altered, were 
used in m aking the cliches, or, it m ay be. 
these particular stam ps were lithographed 
instead o f electrotyped. T h at is a point the 
specialist can decide bv careful study.

T h e provisionals o f Jun e, 1895, surcharged 
upon the S i  stam ps are also  not above sus
picion.

T he values issued were 4 c., to c., 20 c., 
30 c., and 40 c., but it is curious that a  perman
ent stam p o f 4 c. was not issued till five years 
later, a  10  c. stam p did not appear till 1902, 
and ordinary 20 c., 30  c., and 40 c. labels 
were never issu ed !

In 1897 the picture designs were all 
printed with new fram es, in which inscrip
tions in Chinese and M alayan characters
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were inserted. I do not see what exception 
can be taken to these.

The 1 8 c. and 24 c. were errors, the former 
being inscribed postal r ev en u e , and the 
latter being without the words POSTAGE & 
revenue. Fresh  plates were therefore 
made with the errors corrected.

Of course, i f  these errors were made on 
purpose the stam ps are the veriest rubbish. 
Hut were they ? I can find no evidence 
proving this, and I am  inclined to think they 
are a genuineerror on the part o f the engravers 1 
or, at any rate, on the same level as the w aki- 
tipu error o f N ew Zealand. U nused and | 
genuinely used stam ps o f this set are quite 
as good as most other colonials.

In 1899 a  large set o f 4 c. provisionals 
appeared, and there is, I think, no room 

for doubt as to the rubbishy 
nature o f these. Few  o f them 
were ever sent to Borneo at 
all, and there seems more than 

C E N T S  a reas°n  to believe that
at the time o f their issue there 

was already a  good supply o f the regular 
4 c. stam ps at the Post Office.

In 19C0-2 five new stam ps were issued, to 
which I think no exception can be taken,

except that, like all their pictorial prede
cessors, they are found postm arked to 
order.

In 19 0 1-5  most of the values were sur
charged BRITISH PROTECTORATE as shown,

and these are now current. I can offer 
no opinion as to the necessity or other
wise, o f this surcharge.

In 1904-5 another large crop o f 4 c. sur
charges appeared, and these are all o f the

4
cents

most rubbishy nature possible, and as  there 
appear to be no “ extenuating circumstances,” 
they can be severely left to languish alone in 
their “  glory.”

In addition to the above, there are a 
number of stamps surcharged POSTAGE

POSTAGE DUE
due, and these are, I believe, as necessary 
as such labels usually are elsewhere, and 
thus on the same plane o f collectability.

T ak ing  it all round, therefore, the collector 
might do far worse than specialize in 
Bornean stamps, if he eschews the post- 
marked-to-order rubbish and anything else 
he has his doubts about.

I believe .1  am correct in stating that 
there will be no more cancelled-to-order 
stam ps, and that huge crops o f unnecessary 
provisionals are not likely to occur again, as 
the Post Office is now in some way under the 
control o f Im perial authority. Indeed, it is 
not unlikely that the territory will one day be 
taken over altogether by the British Govern
ment.

The Stamps of Samoa
B y  D. C. G.

T H E  Sam oan Islands, form erly better 
known a s  “  N avigators’ Islands,”  are 
one o f the numerous groups o f islets 

in the Pacific Ocean. T h ey lie in lat. 13° 30' 
to 14*30' South, and long. :68° to 173° W est. 
They are eight in number, the principal 
islands being Savaii, Upolu, Tutuila, and 
Manua ; their total area is about 110 0  square 
miles. T h ey are o f volcanic formation and

have coral reefs, within which their harbours 
are situated. T h e clim ate is variable, and 
there is a  good deal o f bad weather during 
the winter months. T he soil o f the islands 
is very rich, and is chiefly formed o f decom
posed volcanic rocks, and brings forth all 
tropical trees, fruits, and flowers in great 
abundance

T he natives form one o f the finest groups
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o f the Pacific islanders, and are  intelligent, 
though lazy and averse to prolonged work.

T he Sam oan is the only South S e a  dialect 
in which the sibilant sound is found.

Sam oa perhaps first becam e known to the 
British public after the novelist R . L . 
Stevenson settled there on grounds o f health, 
and becam e a  warm, although probably 
mistaken, champion o f the independence o f 
the Sam oans.

For some time the group o f islands was 
more or less controlled by G reat Britain, 
Germ any, and the United States o f Am erica. 
In 1899, however, Great Britain gave up her 
claims in exchange for other concessions, 
and the islands were divided between G er
many and the United States.

The chief ports are A pia on the largest 
island, L'polu, and Pago-Pago  on Tutuila, 
one o f the southernmost islands o f the group. 
T he trade o f the islands is considerable ; 
nearly all the imports com e from Australia. 
The chief export, however, which is copra, 
goes alm ost entirely to Germ any.

The Sam oan E xp ress  Post was apparently 
established b y M r. W . E . A gar. It passed 
through one or two hands, and eventually 
came into the possession o f Mr. Griffiths, the 
owner o f the F i j i  T im es E xp ress Post, who 
carried it 011 till its abandonm ent in 18 8 1 or
1882.

Stam ps were not used in the islands until 
1877, when the E xp ress  issue m ade its 
appearance. T h e id ., 3d., and 6d. values 
were issued in D ecem ber o f that year, the 
is., 2s., and 5s., in Ju ly , 1878, and the 9d. 
value in M ay, 1880.

These stam ps were lithographed by 
M essrs. S . T . Leigh  and Co., o f Pitt Street, 
Sydney, N ew  South W ales. T h e y  seem to 
have been prepared by taking lithographic 
transfers from a single design, which had the 
value label left blank. T his would account 
for the different settings o f som e o f the 
values.

Fo r one setting the stam ps were produced 
in sm all sheets o f ten (two rows o f five 
stamps). T h e  outer edges o f the sheets o f 
this setting were not perforated, so  that all 
the stam ps were imperforate on at least one 
side, and som e o f them on two sides. T h is 
was the first setting.

It w as probably at a  later date that the 
id ., 3d., and possibly the 6d. values were 
issued in la rger sheets o f twenty stam ps (four 
rows o f five), with the edges imperforate, but, 
necessarily, with som e o f the stam ps in the 
centre o f each sheet perforated on all four 
sides. T here  is a  m inor variety o f  the id . 
stamp o f th is setting with a  stop after 
pen n y. T h is  would seem , however, to be 
a  variety o f but little importance, since such 
flaws are not uncommon in stam ps produced 
b y  lithography. T h e  variety occurs on N os. 
3, 8, 14, and 17  on the sheet.

T h ere  are two main types o f most o f these 
stam ps. T h e earliest im pressions show no 
flaw in the line above the “ X ”  o f E X 
P R E S S ,  but in the later printings there is a 
break in this line. T h e is. stam p, however, 
seem s to be unknown with the break in the 
line. Presum ably the first printing o f this 
value was a  large one, and so a second 
printing was not needed.

Specim ens with the line unbroken are 
considerably scarcer than those which show 
the break, and should be worth a good deal 
more, especially as they are far more readily 
distinguishable from the reprints, which 
alw ays show the break. A ll the stam ps are 
unwaterm arked and all are perforated 12^ 
or 1 2. This perforation, however, is irregular, 
and often does not gauge exactly.

T here  are som e quite distinct shades of 
the lower three values. T he id. is known 
printed in b rig h t u ltra m a rin e  and in deep 
blue, the 3d. in deep re d  and in p a le  b righ t red, 
and the 6d. in blu ish  v io le t and in brigh t 
m auve. (Other shades o f this stam p seem 
to be merely due to fading.)

T h e  higher values appear to exist in one 
shade only.

Som e of the values are known imperforate, 
as  the following extract from T he London  
P h ila te lis t (Vol. IX , p. 173) (quoted from 
M ekeel’s W eekly) sh o w s : “ In a  recent 
consignm ent from a foreign correspondent, 
M r. W . J .  G ardner received, am ong other 
desirable things, one entire sheet o f the 6d., 
lilac, first issue, Sam oa, imperforate ; one 
entire sheet and a  block o f four o f the id., 
blue, first issue, Sam oa, im perforate; a 
block o f four 5s., green, first issue, Samoa, 
imperforate. . . .  It was not until they fell 
into the hands o f M r. M ax E tlin ger that 
their real value was apparently appreciated. 
H e at once sent for M r. A . H . W eber, whose 
expert knowledge o f  a ll stam ps is highly 
valued, and the find was pronounced some
thing unique, as  it was the first lot found 
without perforations in unbroken sheets, each 
sheet containing ten stam ps. A  close ex
amination showed that the 6d. were o f the 
first printing, and that the other two values 
were o f the second printing.”  T h is find was 
divided am ong a  few o f  the leading collectors 
o f Sa n  Francisco. It is, however, perhaps 
worthy o f note that in spite o f the glowing 
account given above, these imperforate 
stam ps were said in a  contem porary number 
o f  T he A u stra lia n  P h ila te lis t  to be merely 
printer’s waste.

T here  is in the T ap lin g  Collection a 
rouletted specim en o f the 6d. stam p, in un
used condition. It is, however, most un
likely  that the stam p was issued in that 
state ; at any rate, it is not known postally 
used.

A  goed deal o f  discussion has taken place 
as to the true status o f  the 2d. pink stamp
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of the type o f the first issue. [See the 
M onthly Jo u r n a l for 1897.]

It is stated in M essrs. Stanley Gibbons’ 
Catalogue that the 2d. value was added to 
the set when the stam ps were reprinted. 
The 2d. stam p certainly only appears to 
exist in the type o f the reprints.

It is true that this stamp was found am ong 
the “  rem ainders ” o f the first issue purchased 
by a firm o f stamp dealers when the stamps 
became obsolete in 18 8 1, and before the 
regular reprinting o f the stam ps took place 
in 1885. But the character o f the remainders 
sold in 1 S S 1 or [882 appears to have been 
open to question, as is shown by the para
graphs in the current philatelic press o f the 
time. The most reasonable explanation o f the 
puzzle seem s to be that while some of the 
“ rem ainders” were really remainders, and

were therefore o f the type o f the original 
issued stamps, others o f  the stam ps were 
specially printed (possibly before the Sam oan 
Express Post was finally closed), and am ong 
these stamps was the 2d. value. These latter 
stamps were o f the type o f the reprints o f 
1885 and indistinguishable from them. T he 
2d. stamp therefore seem s to exist only as a 
reprint.

These early stam ps were apparently can
celled at first with pen and ink, like the 
early issues o f U ganda, and such specim ens 
are not infrequently met with. About 1880, 
however, a  circular obliterator was brought 
into use, consisting o f two concentric circles 
having a p ia , the chief town of Sam oa, 
between the circles at the top, and SAMOA 
at the bottom, and the date in the centre.

(To be continued.)

Similarities of Design
B y  N O R M A N  T H O R N T O N

IN turning over the pages o f any stam p 
catalogue one o f the points which strike 
us in the illustrations is the frequent 

reduplicated use o f sim ilar designs in the 
stamps o f different countries. This sim i
larity sometimes arises from lack of indi
vidual imagination on the part o f the designer, 
amounting in m any cases to sheer p lagiar
ism ; occasionally it is the result o f envy on 
the part o f the authorities o f some country, 
who, having seen a  stam p of desirable 
design belonging to a neighbour, have 
straightway given orders that it should be 
copied for their own next issue, thus paying 
the original designer a  thieving kind o f 
compliment. In a  great m ajority o f cases, 
however, we find on examination that the 
stamps bearing these resem blances are the 
work o f the sam e m anufacturers, and that 
the same designs from duplicate dies have 
actually been employed in whole or in part, 
that is to say, head or background as 
required, with, o f course, the necessary 
modifications and alterations o f inscription. 
This was done either because these designs 
were suitable and ready to hand or from 
motives o f economy. It is the engraving in 
the first instance that is exp en sive ; this 
once done an y num ber o f reproductions 
can be taken, as m ay be seen if  the process 
used, let us say for exam ple, by M essrs. 
Perkins Bacon for their line - engraved 
work is understood. F irst the background 
was m echanically 'engraved on steel, then 
the central portion where the head was to 
come scraped aw ay and the head inserted. 
An impression was then taken on a  soft steel 
roller, from which it was transferred to the 
plate used for printing. It was thus easy to

take reproductions o f the background in soft 
metal for future use before the head was 
added. Mr. Crofton, in an article in the 
P h ila te lic  Jo u r n a l o j  In d ia  (M ay, 1908), 
says : “  H eads which look very  much the 
sam e but are on different backgrounds must 
have been separately engraved ” ; further, 
he quotes an instance (Nova Scotia) where 
the head was “  stam ped ”  into the centre o f 
the design ; this being so, it would appear 
that the head could be reproduced m echanic
ally  on its own central background for 
insertion into a  different frame.

In giving instances o f som e o f the sim i
larities o f design, it is unnecessary to make 
more than passing mention o f the use o f  the 
stock D e L a  R ue types for later Queen’s 
H ead and for K in g ’s Head stam ps, this 
being, o f course, intentional for purposes o f 
uniformity ; as is also  the case where stam ps 
o f dependencies have been m odelled on 
those o f the mother country, as  the early 
Congos, the Spanish, Portuguese, and 
Danish Colonies, or the uniform Colonial 
types o f Fran ce  and Germ any.

Let us first take som e instances o f interest

in the British Colonies. In  i860 the print
ing o f a  new series o f stam ps for N ova
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Scotia was entrusted to the Am erican Hank 
Note Com pany, and three very handsome 
designs resulted. T he sam e firm used the

crowned head when they had to design a 
new set for Newfoundland, and it becam e 
the 24 c., 1866, o f that country.

The Am erican Hank N ote Com pany’s N ova 
Scotian designs were apparently very highly 
thought of, for we find that when the South 
Australian authorities com m issioned two new 
values, 4d. and 2s., from M essrs. I’erkins 
Bacon, in 1866, they requested that this de
sign should be copied, and a die was accord
ingly engraved by Jeen s with considerable 
success. W hen M essrs. D e L a  R ue took

over the South Australian work in 1868 they 
also were requested to m ake use o f  this 
design, but whether it was that the line- 
engraved process gave better results than 
surface-printing, the 2d. which resulted was 
not such a  success as J  eens’ copy, and cer
tainly falls far short o f the standard set by the 
original. Returning to the North Am erican 
Colonies and Perkins Bacon, we find the

sam e die (with necessary alterations) used 
for the 18 5 1 stam ps o f N ew  Brunsw ick and

N ova Scotia, and when this firm cam e to 
make the id. for Newfoundland in 1857, 
this die was again brought into requisition, 
the crown having been erased and re-en 
graved in the position in which it appears.

The id. N ova Scotia, 1853, is from an im
pression from the same original, with the 
centre removed, and the first Perkins Bacon 
Colonial head, used for New Zealand, 
“ stam ped,” as Mr. Crofton says, into the 
centre.

T he stam ps o f Ionian Islands and the 
Ceylon octagonal type bear the sam e head, 
and if the Ceylon stamp is closely examined 
a  faint oval surrounding the head can be 
distinguished (even our illustration bears 
traces o f it), and this appears to be accounted 
for by the use o f the sam e die, otherwise 
this oval is without significance, being un
necessary to the design.

T he heads used for Tasm ania, Bahamas, 
N atal, G renada, and Queensland all appear

to be from an engraving copied on a  larger 
scale from the first N ew Zealand head, for 
which the Coronation picture o f Queen V ic
toria served as model. T h is  picture was again
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copied by M essrs. Rawson, W right, Edson, 
and Hatch, o f New York, for the 12 pence

Canada, and further by the Am erican Bank 
Note Company for C anada and New Bruns

wick, and on a slightly larger scale by the 
British Am erican Bank Note Com pany, o f 

• Montreal, for Prince Edw ard Island, 
i Although the first issue o f N ew Zealand 
! did not appear until 1855, the dies were 
1 engraved som e time before in 1852, and at 
i the sam e time M essrs. Perkins Bacon were 
i engaged upon the first issue o f Chili, and 
i the sam e original die was used to prepare 
i the background for each o f these stamps, 

the lower part with value being cut away 
in the case o f the Chili series.

i {To be continued.)

Jlmcnican Dotes and Deu>$
B y  E U S T A C E  B. P O W E R

SO many collectors have recently called 
in to tell me how glad they are that m y 
Am erican Notes have disappeared front 

the W eekly, and these said collectors have 
wasted so much o f the Czar’s pound o f 
llesh, that to put a  stop to it I ’m doing 
another batch now. Since iny return from 
London I find that the stamp trade, not only 
dead but crem ated during our heated sum
mer, has begun to show signs o f com ing to 
life, although I’ve not yet discovered any one 
getting rich from the fact that the G overn
ment provides a  m argin on every sheet o f 
stamps it sells. There are signs in the wind 
of a  renewed interest in s ta m p s : the best 
judge o f this, I consider, is Mr. Putney, o f 
the Scott Com pany, who com es in contact 
with the cheap sheet trade more than any 
man this side o f the ditch. M r. Putney says 
he’s had hundreds o f new nam es o f boys, 
and that’s a  very  good sign indeed. Som e
how they don’t com e to us : perhaps ten per 
cent discount isn ’t enough, perhaps they’ve 
read somewhere that we sell only M illburys 
or N ew H avens, or perhaps som e one has 
told them that we haven’t the goods. M erci
ful heavens, I wish they could see the plums, 
the undoubted bargains, lying around at 198 
Broadway waiting to be adopted b y ardent 
o n es'

N icaragua: Tw entieth  Century 
I NOTICE Mr. N ankivell in his paper gives 
us permission to keep all Salvadors and 
Kicaraguas on our side o f the pond— for 
which kindness much thanks. T h e per

mission is, however, not asked for, because 
we’ve got a  really good demand for them 
and don't intend to ship them over to you. 
Mr. J .  B. Leavy  has just finished his N icara
gua article, and following his usual custom 
lias worked o ff his collection on me in 
exchange for mere money. I have sold the 
nineteenth century, intact, to a  client, but 
have priced up separately the twentieth 
century, and will send it to any one writ
ing me for it. Sa n  Francisco papers, please 
copy !

Sectional Imperial Album 
T he Sectional Im perial has now stood the 
test o f criticism , and we find it is gaining in 
popularity right along. Curiously enough, 
the big section o f C anada takes first place as 
a  seller— fifty sections o f that country have 
been sold in three months—all the rest o f 
British North Am erica being close second. 
I wonder i f  we shall get any orders for the 
U nited States section when read y? T he 
sections seem to be very popular here— and 
although, o f course, the whole world costs a  
good deal to buy (in sectional album  leaves 
I mean), still, so few, com paratively, collect 
everything that the cost will not be irksome.

“ G .S .W .”  B ack  Numbers 
THERE are still a few back numbers o f 
G ibbons Stam p W eekly that I want here in 
N ew  York, and i f  any one has them and will 
quote me I will g lad ly  advise them if  I can 
use them. I want as  follows (numbers in 
brackets quantity o f e a c h ) :
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Vol. I. Numbers 2 (5), 3 (3), 4 (4), 5 (6),
6 (1), 8 (1).

Vol. I I . N u m b e rs7 (i) , 12 (2 ), 19 (6 ) ,2 1  (5), 
27 ( i) , T itle  (8).

Vol. I I I .  Num bers 1 (8), 2 (9), 3 (1), 4 (6),
7 (>)•

Vol. IV . Num bers 22 (2), 24 (1), 26(8), 
T itles (5).

Miscellaneous Want List
T here are lots o f other things I want too, 
especially fine used copies o f U .S . 1847 five 
cents, brown. T w o shillings apiece will I pay 
for each and every perfect copy, and I ’ll take 
all you want to salt me with, because, between 
ourselves, I ’ve got a  man tucked aw ay who’ll 
g ive me three shillings for them. Send 
along your m yriads and I ’ll send you the 
money. I a lso  want a pair o f five cents U .S. 
18 5 1, unused, with gum , also new tyres for the 
benzine wagon, a  fur coat, and a few other 
trifles.

Stamp Talk
Curiously enough, I met a fellow passenger 
on the K a iser, com ing W est, who was a 
stam p collector, and I didn’t know it until he 
cam e in to call one day. I gave  him our red 
books o f Cuba, and I ’m .not sure i f  I ’m a 
friend o f his now or not. But it really is 
curious what a lot o f collectors one can dig 
up if  one only “ talks stam ps.”  Another 
good schem e is to take a  collection and go 
and sit in the smoke-room and pore over it 
— really supposed to be dead to the world as 
it were, but easily brought to life when some 
one seems interested. I’ve caught m any a 
fly that way.

Fiji Handbook
Whilst in London I really didn’t do any 
work at all. I wanted to all right, but my

liver [sure it was liv e r , E u stace?— E d it o r ] 
got out o f order, and I felt so poorly that 1 
had to spend my time either in watching 
the beaver-like activity o f Hamilton-Smith 
pricing up Germ an stam ps, or else in try
ing to find a  typographical error in the 
Czar’s forthcoming book on F iji. That 
book’s a “ hummer,” one o f the finest hand
books ever published, containing masses 
(not a  m ass) o f new discoveries and official 
thingumbobs. E v e ry  active collector ought 
to buy it. It’s worth a  hundred dollars, but 
is selling for slightly less than this.

A  Victory
I don’t  want to be nasty ; in fact, i f  you 
knew what good friends the cataloguer at 
Scott’s and m yself are  you’d realize that 

! what I ’m going to write is just a  cock-crow 
I — probably when Putney sees it he’ll tele- 
! phone me to go out and have a — (merciful 
i heavens, I ’d forgotten I’d sworn o ff!)—a 
1 lemon soda. But on a  yellow slip, pasted in 
j the Standard Catalogue in the present 
; edition, I find the following d ig  at me about 
I Salvador. I say “ at m e” because I raised 
j  the rumpus originally, and when I’d scoured 

everywhere for stock I knew just what w as 
1 rare. H ere’s what the yellow  slip sa y s : 

“  W ithout definite information as to how 
I m any specim ens o f each undoubted original 

were printed and exist, it is impossible 
! for an y  [the italics are mine] cataloguer 
' to set prices other than those dictated by 
j his own desire for profit.”  T h at w as a dig 
j at m e all right, because I set the prices, and 
i they hold rig h t  to-day, except in the 1898 

issue. N ow I’m told by a  little bird that 
in the new Scott we’re going to have some 
prices very’ like our own— hence I crow. I 

■ claim  the drink— 1 — well, what’s the use?

Foreign Dotes
B y  F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

Philatelic Congress at Saragossa

DU R IN G  the latter part o f Septem ber a 
Philatelic Congress was held at S a ra
gossa, in Spain , and a  special conces

sion was m ade by the postal authorities to 
the m em bers o f the Congress. A  special 
obliterator w as used to cancel the stam ps 
on the letters posted in or near the build
ing where the Congress was held. The 
illustration shows this cancellation in its 
natural size.

Som e o f m y readers m ay rem em ber that 
at the last Philatelic Exhibition held in 
Paris a  sim ilar favour was granted b y the 
Post Office people. A  post office was estab
lished in the R ue Mdnars, and a  special

obliterating stam p provided. M any thou
sands o f people took their letters to that

office while it was open to get them stamped 
as  souvenirs.

L e  C ollectionn eur de T im bres-P oste.
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Profits o f the French Post Office
Lc C ollcctionneur de T im bres-P osle  gives 
some rather interesting figures concerning 
the reduction o f profit to the Post Office 
Department, consequent on the lowering o f 
the internal rates o f postage on ordinary 
letters from 15 c. to 10 c.

It appears that when the change took 
place the Post Office experts estimated that 
the first year’s loss on that head would 
amount to 27,846,700 francs (about 
£ 1,113 ,8 0 0 ), but at the end o f 1907 it was 
found that the loss was not so great as had 
been anticipated, for one reason that had 
not been fully reckoned with. It appears 
that as soon as the new rate came into force 
the number o f internal post cards dropped 
nearly seventy per cent, as. the cost was the 
same as for a  letter, i.e. to centimes. The 

•volume o f  letters increased in direct pro
portion, the nett gain being valued at five 
and a h a lf million francs, but o f course this 
is merely profit received under one head 
instead o f under another.

As a  matter o f fact 185,280,292 m ore 
letters were transmitted through the post 
in 1907 than in 190 6 ; and the nett profit 
resulting from this traffic was 25,830 ,117  
francs (about ,£1,033,200) less in 1907 than 
in 1906.

liut there were other changes introduced 
by the law of 30 January, 1907, touching the 
rates for certain classes o f printed matter, 
samples, etc. These rates were slightly 
increased, and if the resulting increased 
profit be set o ff against the loss o f profit 
on letters, it will be found that the nett 
profits o f the Post Office Departm ent were 
a round twenty million francs (£8co,ooo) 
less in 1907 than in 1906.

A Bad Exam ple
At  the request o f the Argentine Philatelic 
Society the Adm inistration o f Posts has 
decided to issue a  special set o f stam ps (as 
was mentioned in G .S .W . o f 24 October) 
in 19 10  to commemorate the centenary o f the 
independence o f the Argentine, which was 
declared on 25 M ay, 18 10 . T h e celebrations 
committee has nominated a  sub-committee 
to take charge o f the new set o f stam ps ; 
the mem bers o f this philatelic committee 
are M. M arco del Pont, one o f the most 
prominent philatelists in South Am erica, and 
Messrs. G regorio  F . Rodriguez and M iguel 
Gambin, who are the President and Vice- 
President o f the Argentine Philatelic Society 
respectively.

This is all very  well, but in spite o f the 
high standing o f  this Society in Buenos Aires, 
we take the liberty o f informing it that one 
ol the duties o f  such societies is to d is
courage com memorative issues rather than 
to use their influence in favour o f them.

L ’E ch o de la  T im brologie.

365

Am sterdam Philatelic Exhibition
A  I . I T T L K  bird has whispered in m y ear 
that this Exhibition is going to beat all re
cords with regard to the completeness of 
the arrangem ents. 1 have heard that the 
Secretary has actually been able to arrange 
with the Custom s authorities to allow exhibits 
to enter the country duly fr e e ; there has 
been trouble before over the Customs ques
tion in H olland.

T he Bellevue Building, on the Leidschek- 
ade, has been chosen for the Exhibition.
I believe that space is practically unlimited, 
and that the lighting arrangem ents are ad- • 
mirable.

T he above are  facsim ile illustrations o f 
the engraving on the m edals it is proposed 
to aw ard to successful competitors ; they 
(medals, not competitors) are to be gold 
(large and extra large), silver-gilt, silver, and 
bronze, so there will be plenty o f variety.

T alk in g  o f m edals, did not som ebody 
suggest that clasps should be added to 
medals won by the “ G reat M oguls” ? Not 
a  bad idea. Fan cy  som e o f the big pots 
sporting a  large gold medal with half a  dozen
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clasps lettered “  Berlin,” “  Paris,” “  London,” 
etc., with dates. It would save exhibition 
committees money, too ; so I offer them the 
suggestion free o f charge.

Political Censorship in the Hungarian Postal
Department

According to I'A n n o n c e  T im brologiqite, 
although the H ungarian Postal A dm inis
tration enjoys mem bership o f the Inter
national Postal Union, they have obtained 
an order from the Courts o f “ Ju s t ic e ” o f 
M itrovitza (Croatia) authorizing the confis
cation o f 2200 copies o f a book entitled 
H isto irc ties S e rie s  (H istory o f the Servians), 
the author o f which is M. Stanoie Stanoy- 
dvitch, an eminent professor at the U n iver
sity o f Belgrade.

T h e professor and the publisher have both 
been notified o f the decision arrived at, and 
have been told that the books have already 
been burnt, although they were all de
spatched by reg istered  post to addresses in 
H u n g a ry ! T he intimation states further 
that the Adm inistration do not consider 
them selves liable for compensation o f any 
sort, in spite o f registration.

T h e  books are said to be worth / 3 6 0  at 
the lowest estimate, and have been calm ly 
confiscated and burnt in H ungary \ y e t  the 
Adm inistration have the assurance to advise 
the poor author that he had better neither 
ask for his books back nor for com pen
sation !

A  pretty state o f affairs, truly !

An Argument for Automatic Stam p M achines 
Many months ago I believe that I referred 
to the six automatic machines installed in 
the General Post Office at Brussels ; they 
contain a supply o f stam ps and post cards, 
which are obtainable in the usual w ay by 
putting a suitable coin in a  slot.

T h e machines have already taken about
50,000 francs (^2000) during the six or seven 
months that they have been w o rk in g ; 
actually the takings average 250 francs 
(^ 10 )  a  day, which is not bad, considering 
the small value o f the coins used and 
stam ps delivered.

T h e machines have proved to be o f  the 
greatest value to the public, as stam ps and 
cards can be quickly obtained at any hour 
o f the day or night. It is to be hoped that 
their use will be general before m any years 
have passed. W e all know how annoying it is 
to tear off to a  post office to buy a  stam p 
only to find that it is shut.

L ’A nnonce Tim brologiqite.

Speculation in N ew  Caledonia 
I notice that A lfr e d  Sm ith  & • So n s’ 
M on thly C irc u la r  translates the following 
paragraph from L a  R evu e P o stale. It is 
certainly worthy o f notice, especially in view 
o f m y notes o f a  week or two back, in which

1 stated that the French Colonial authorities 
were evidently doing their best to suppress 
private speculation in the stam ps o f their 
Colonies (see “ Zanzibar” on page 3 17  of 
G .S . IV . dated 14  Novem ber).

The supply of 5 c. and 15 c. stamps having 
given out, the Governor requested the Director of 
Posts to send him a list of the stamps which re
mained in the reserve stock and were in little 
demand, in order to take some sheets of them for 
surcharging purposes. The Director sent to the 
Post Office printer one sheet of 2 c., brown on 
straw, one sheet of 30 c., and one sheet of 40 c. 
(1893 type), each containing 150 stamps. The 
printer had two surcharges applied to the sheet of
2 c. stamps, namely, 75 of 5 c. on 2 c. and 75 of 
15 c. on 2 c. and then sent this sheet to the 
Governor, who, on the pretext that two sur
charges on the same value were unsuitable, kept 
half the sheet for himself while the Director took 
the other half. The consequence is that these 
precious surcharges are only to be found in the 
hands of a few privileged persons and their 
friends.

[T h is is rather ancient history, referring 
doubtless to the stamps mentioned in note 
after No. 108 o f the Catalogue. Still, it is 
useful to learn as much as possible about 
these French surcharges.— E d . G .S . H/.]

Death of M . Guilin
WITH great regret I learn from L ’Jich o  de 
la  T im brologie  o f the sudden death of 
M. Guilin, a  well-known Paris dealer. He 
had a  fine establishm ent just off the Boule
vard Montm artre, in the Passage des Princes 
to be exact. M. Guilin was only thirty-two 
years o f  age  when he met with a most 
tragic end, being asphyxiated by an escape of 
g as  from a  gas-stove.

Letters Delivered by Lift
T hk Austrian Postal Adm inistration is said 
b y L a  R evu e P o sta le  to have established 
quite a  new era in the history o f letter boxes, 
the object o f the innovation being to make 
less work for postmen.

In Vienna, as  in all b ig continental cities, 
most people live in flats, as  very few small 
houses are built ; the result being that post
men have to do a great deal o f stair climbing 
to deliver letters. Our contem porary states 
that in Vienna on some o f the larger build 
ings vertical rails are fixed outside the 
houses, and a kind o f special lift works up 
and down them. T he cage o f this lift is 
divided into a number o f locked boxes, the 
various inhabitants o f the flats having suit
able keys. T he postman places the letters 
for each flat in the proper boxes, and then 
an ingenious automatic device raises the 
cage to the level o f each floor, whereupon .1 
bell ringing notifies the inhabitants that the 
“ dumb postm an” awaits their pleasure !

T his system seems to be admirable, and 
must save postmen a great deal o f fatigue, 
but it sounds almost too good to be true.
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View Issues and Discoveries
B y  F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

I should be most gratoful i f  readers would help me hy furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
Issues o f  stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at ones i f  
desired, together with stamp fo r  postage;  or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number fo r  each penny fa ce  value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FR A N K  P H IL U P 8 , 391 Strand, London, W .C.

Australian Commonwealth.—In addition to 
the 5d., listed last week, we have seen a used 
copy of the is. perforated 1 1 ,  and dated 21 August, 
1908. The stamp should come between Nos. 135 
and 135# in the Catalogue.

a

1908. Type a, space a t fo o t  f i l le d  in . C halk-surfaced  
paper. Wnik. C row n a n d  N S W, Type 33 o f  
N.S.W,

(c) P er/. 1 1 . 
is., emerald-green.

China.—Mr. C. L. Ilarle-Lovelace has shown 
us a copy of the 2 c. of the current design in 
great, instead of scarlet. We are informed that 
this is a change of colour due to the fact that 
China is desirous of entering the Postal Union, 
and so is adopting Postal Union colours. The 
2 c, is equivalent to id ., and so should be green.

The 4 c. and 10 c. will soon be issued in 
carmine and blue respectively, for the same reason 
as given above.

3«*

1908. Type 30. Colour changed. No tvntk. P erf. 
14 to 16.

i5i<?|a c., deep green.

Crete.— Adverting to ** Foreign Notes,”  in our 
issue of 21 November, we have reason to lielieve 
that the stamps overprinted EAAA2  will have to 
be recognized as worthy of Catalogue rank after 
all. Even though Crete maintains its autonomy 
only by the will o f fo-or Powers, it is improbable 
that the Powers would interest themselves in the 
issue of its postage stamps. They were apparently 
issued in a regular manner by the Post Office at 
the instance of the governing authorities of the 
island, and whether such authorities were self- 
constituted or not can hardly concern us. Again,

we have in our possession an envelope duly 
franked by registered letter post with the over
printed stamps, so that there can be no doubt as 
to their availability for postage.

It will be noticed that one of the to lepta, 
listed below, consists of a hitherto unissued 
type, overprinted like the others. We believe 
that this stamp has been ready for issue for many 
months, but exactly why it was not used we are 
unable to say.

In a sheet of 100 of the new 10 lepta we 
have found two minor varieties in the lettering. 
No. 35 has the last letter of the overprint inverted, 
so that it reads EAAAX. No. 4S has a A instead 
of an A, reading EAAA2 .

We do not know if these varieties exist in any 
other values, but U is highly, probable.

The illustrations of Crete will be found in the 
Catalogue.

EJkAAZ
34

21 S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 0 8 .  Overprinted “  Greece " in Greek, 
as Type 34, in  black.

127 7
128 16
129 >7
130 9
*3 ' 33
13* *9
>33 3 *
>34 a i
>35 aa
136 IX
>37 »3
*38

1 1., red-brown (No. 71).
2 1., violet (No. tot).
5 I., green (No. 102).

10 I., scarlet (N o 73).
■ o I., dull carmine.
20 I., blue-green (No. 104).
25 I., black and blue (No. 124).
50 I , brow n (No. 106). 

t dr., sepia and carmine (No. 107).
2 dr., brown (No. 90).
3 dr , black and orange (No. 108).
5 dr- ,, olive-green (No. 109).

Varieties, (i.) 2  o f  e v o fr in t  inverted, re a d in g ^ W K H . 
M4I33I10 1 , dull carmine.

(ii.) A instead o f  A in overprint, reading EAAA2 . 
»57133110 1., dull carmine.

Danish W e st Indies.—In a recent issue we 
chronicled a new 50 bit stamp, describing the 
colour of the centre as grey. We have just had 
a copy shown to us, and find it should be described 
as deep brtnon, so :—
C o r r e c t i o n .  1 9 0 8 .  Type 1 3 .  Centre in f i r s t  colour. 

PVwk. Crown, Type 4. P erf. 13$, 13.
75l$o bit, deep brown and yellow.
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P arag uay .—In our issue of the week before 
last we listed a 5 c. on 2 c., carmine, and a 
correspondent in Asuncion has now forwarded 
this stamp with the surcharge inverted.

Habilitado en

5

C E H T A V O S

44
1908. Type 39 surcharged in black with Type 44, 

inverted.
5 C. on 2 c., carmine.

T u rk ey .— Dr. Weber, of Berne, has shown us 
a used copy of the 20 paras, green, of the 1874-5 
issue with overprint inverted It should follow 
No. 63*? of the present Catalogue.
1874-5. Type a  overprinted w ith  Type 6, in  black. 

Per/. .3*.
Variety. Overprint inverted.

20 par., green.

T H E  " S I M P L E X ”  B L A N K  A L B U M  
S p r in g  back , movable leaves

150 leaves, cloth cover, bevelled boards, lettered 
on back, with blank panel in which particulars of 
contents can be inserted.

Price ias. 6d,; post-free in United Kingdom, 
13s. id .; abroad, extra.

Bound in dark green or marone. When order
ing mention colour desired.

Cotwespondence
Two Pence Blue, Dickinson Paper (1841)

Further Notes by the Earl of Crawford, k .t .

The E ditor o f “  Gibbons Stamp Weekly ”
S ir ,—S ince writing to you I have been enabled, 

by the kindness of Mr. Lewis Evans, to examine 
the impressions which were sent to his grandfather, 
Mr. John Dickinson, by Rowland Hill in the 
letter dated 17.3.41.

They are, as I anticipated, printed from the 
experimental plate of twelve (three rows of four 
stamps).

The impression in blue  is shown by a block 
of six stamps from the loiver right corner of the 
plate, being numbers

6 7 8
10 t i  12

The brick-coloured stamp is also a blcck of 
six, from the upper right corner of the plate, being 
numbers

Mr. Evans informed me that these blocks 
originally consisted of eight stamps each, i.e. the 
first and second and the second and third rows 
respectively, also that the vertical pairs 1-5 , red, 
and 5-9, blue, were cut off for the collection 
of Miss Dickinson, who subsequently married the 
late Sir John Evans (his father).

He further drew my attention to a point 
of extreme interest and of the most unexpected 
nature, as showing that the “ pieces of paper”  
supplied to Messrs. Perkins and Bacon were too 
narrow to print the three horizontal rows at once, 
and therefore that the pulls consisted of only 
eight instead of twelve stamps, as naturally would 
be assumed.

The reasons brought forward by Mr. Evans in 
favour of his assertion appear to me to be con
clusive.

I. Mr. Bacon, in returning the small pieces of 
paper, states “ that he had gummed the backs 
of them.”

II. The blocks in question are gummed on the
back. Sue' BBC'- ,y

I I I .  These blocks, in  addition, show a narrow

line of gum along the upper and lower margins 
on the fro n t of the stamps.

This can only occur by the action of capillarity: a 
small q u a lity  of gum has crept between the paper 
and the surface of the table during the application.

Had the blocks been perforated I should have 
said it was no proof, as 1 have large blocks of the 
id. stamp with Archer perforation which show 
gum on the face to a marked degree ; but this 
only proves that the gum was applied after the 
sheets were perforated.

It could not have occurred had the pieces of paper 
been wide enough to print three rows at once.

But from this new fact we learn still further.
It will be remembered that “ two pieces of 

paper”  were printed in blue (eight stamps each). 
Eight stamps were sent to Mr. Dickinson, and 
are still preserved in that custody. They were 
printed from the lower two rows of the small 
plate. That the other small piece of paper was also 
printed from the lower rows of the plate is proved 
by the three copies in my possession, being 
Nos. 9, 1 1 ,  and 12. Consequently no copies in 
blue exist of Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, the upper row.

I must therefore correct the estimate of existing 
stamps put forward in your number of 14.11.08. 
Sixteen stamps in all were printed in blue, 
accounted for thus: six are with Mr. Lewis 
Evans, two in the collection of the late Lady 
Evans (his mother). Of the other “ piece of 
paper”  I have three, “ Plain Anchor”  has one, 
leaving four stamps to be found, of which at 
least three must be from the middle row, and 
therefore show traces of a line of gum along the 
upper margin on the face.

The impression in red was printed from the 
upper two rows (Evans, pair and six in the 
block). Of the two other “  pieces of paper,”  my 
single copy of No. 6 proves that one more 
“ piece”  was printed from the upper two rows, 
because it shows gum on the face o f the lower 
m argin. Of the third “ piece of paper”  printed 
in red we know nothing. Therefore, so far as 
I can see, fifteen copies are not accounted for.

I am, sir, yours faithfully,
a C avbn dism  S q u a b s , C RA W FO R D .

16.11.08.

Printed by W. B rbwooh & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietory, St a k i  b y  G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
5 December, 1908.
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Countries of the World
By W. PERCY BA RN SD A LL
G re e c e —continued

T H E R E  were certainly two, if not more, 
printings made in Paris, but only 
advanced specialists divide these. In 

the autumn o f 1861 the plates were sent 
to Athens, together with a supply o f paper 
and original colours, and numerous print
ings o f the stam ps were subsequently made 
in the G reek capital. D ifficulties occur in 
the classification o f these printings and 
separating them from the Paris prints, but 
the task is one full o f interest, and, bearing 
in mind a  few leading principles, one that 
can be fa irly  well m astered.

The ch ief stum bling-blocks are the 1 and 
2 lepta values, since these never had figures 
printed on the back. E xcep ting  these de
nominations a broad distinction between the 
Paris and Athens prints m ay be made by 
classing the form er as  being w ith o u t sm a ll 
fig u res  at back, and the latter as  w ith  sm a ll 
fig u res  at back. T h e  word sm a ll is used 
advisedly, a s  it will be rem em bered the 10 1. 
Paris print had been printed with numerals 
at the back  as  an experim ent. T h ese figures, 
however, are  much larger (8 mm. high) than 
those on the Athens print (6 mm. high), and 
in consequence the stam ps are easy to sort. 
True, the C atalogue lists the 10  1. and 20 1. 
Athens print without figures, but the former 
is such a  great rarity that its existence need 
hardly trouble the collector, whilst if the 201. 
does get am ong the P a ris  prints it matters 
little, for it is much m ore v a lu a b le ; the 
colour, however, is quite distinctive, and 
there are other points o f  difference, which 
apply generally to all values, and which will 
be noted hereafter.

Whilst on the subject o f the figures it is 
easy to understand the reason why they 
were reduced in  size. A  plate o f  159  clich ls  
of numerals w as m ade corresponding in size 
with the p late  for the stam ps, and great care 
had to be exercised in printing from this 
plate to m ake the num erals fall correctly on 
the back o f  the stam ps. W ith such large 
numerals a s  the “  1 0 ”  o f  the Paris print 
greater care  would have to be taken than 
with sm aller figures, especially with those

so wide as 20, 40 and 80, hence the change 
T h e figures were more or less in the colour 
o f the stamps.

T he true test, however, between Paris and 
Athens prints lies in a  com parison of the 
shading on the neck and cheek o f Hermes.

The former stam ps can be distinguished by 
the splendid execution, and the shading— 
which in reality is com posed o f very  fine 
lines more or less broken u p —appearing as 
i f  composed o f dots and short dashes. These 
lines also begin and end with a sharp point 
whilst widening out towards the centre.

In the Athens prints these lines are un
broken, thicker, have blunted points, and 
are o f the sam e width throughout. •t*

T he Paris  issue was generally in use until 
the early part o f 1862, and during the! first 
three months stam ps to the value o f about 
.£4000 were sold. A t first the cancellation 
on all issues was in the shape o f a  diamond 
composed o f dots with num erals in the centre 
signifying the number o f  the post office, 
sim ilarly to that used in France. Later, 
possibly within two years, dated postmarks 
were introduced, and gradually superseded 
the earlier style. Collectors should be on 
the look-out for dated stam ps, as  they are 
o f  the greatest assistance in separating Jthe 
issues.

Perhaps for the beginner one specim en o f 
each value showing the characteristics above 
mentioned is sufficient, but it is treating the 
stam ps with scant justice to stop short fat 
this. T h e general collector, let alone the 
moderate specialist, should endeavour to  
obtain representative sets o f some o f  the 
m any “ A th en s”  prints. Perhaps a  division 
a s  follows would meet the case  :—

(<z) F in e or first prints m ade under superin
tendence o f  Paris workmen.

(fi) Coarse prints made by local printers 
unaided.

(c) Prints made after plates were cleaned. 
T o  these m ight be added the printings on 
paper uniform for all values, and issues with
out figures on back.

T he above m ay seem too m any stam ps o f



37° GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY 12 I)cc. 1!>0S

one type for a  general collector, but they 
could be so selected that a representative lot 
o f the numerous shades might be presented 
without duplication, whilst at the same time 
the various states o f im pression—in m any 
cases so different as to almost warrant a 
belief in the use o f different plates— would 
be clearly defined.

(a) First Athens Print
W hen the plates were despatched from 

Paris a  practical printer was also sent to 
instruct the Athens workmen in the art o f 
printing stam ps, and he took with him a 
quantity o f paper and ink sim ilar to those 
used for the Paris printing.

T h e work was well done, and in con
sequence these early Athens prints resem ble 
the Paris prints in m any respects.

T h e colours, however, are not identical, 
doubtless due to fresh m ixings in a  different 
climate, and generally they are not o f so 
soft a tone as in the earlier stamps. T he 
values from 5 lepta upwards can be dis
tinguished b y having figures at the back, 
and as regards the 5 1. a reference to the 
Catalogue will show that it had a particular 
shape o f “  5 ” (known as closed  figure) 
which is not to be found on later printings.

T h e 1 and 2 lepta can be sorted by 
means o f the lines o f shading, but as 
further guides it m ay be noted that the 
1 1. is a  trifle lighter in colour than the 
Paris prints, whilst the 2 1., though varying 
in shade, is m ainly a  yello w -bro w n .

T h e  shades o f the other values call for 
little comment in an article o f th is de
scription, but they vary. Those in the list 
following m ay be taken as typical o f the 
early impressions.

1861-2. First Athens print. Figures at hack, 
except on the 1 l. an d  2 l. Imperf.

Unused. Used.
1. d. s. d.

1 I., chocolate on cream 60 o —
2 I., yellow-brown on straw . 4 0  —
5 I., deep green on greenish . 25 o 5 0

10 I., yellow-ochre on greenish
blue . . . — 40 o

20 L, Prussian blue oa bluish . — 20 o
40 1., bright violet on blue . 40 o 4 0
80 1., dull rose on cream . . 40 o 6 0

(b) Coarse Athens Prints
A s soon as the local workmen were left to 

them selves the im pressions speedily degene

rated, until at length it appeared as if the 
later stam ps could not have been printed 
from the sam e plates as served for the 
earlier. Ignorance o f the methods o f sur
face-printing, chiefly with respect to keeping 
the plates clean, and carelessness in the 
com pounding o f colours, appear to have 
been the causes o f the inferiority o f these 
printings. Then, again, there was consider
able variation in the quality o f the paper 
used, much o f which was inferior to the 
earlier supply.

T h is  group, indeed, is especially one for a 
sp ec ia lis t; the Catalogue lists a good many 
shades, but there are very m any more. For 
a general collector, however, it is only essen
tial that stam ps showing the characteristics 
o f the period should be taken, and these 
are generally found in shades differing 
m arkedly from the earlier prints. T he im
pressions during this period were heavy, 
rough, and blotchy, and the lines o f shading 
are not distinct. T h e colours o f the paper 
follow more or less the schem e o f the earlier 
prints, and all values had figures at back, 
except the 1 and 2 lepta. T he 5 lepta in 
these printings, as well as the later ones, 
m ay be distinguished by the open “  5.”

1862-70. Coarse prints. Sam e type. Imperf.

1 !., brown on cream

Unused. 
s. d.
3 ©

Used. 
s. d. 
2 6

2 1,, bistre-brown on straw . 2 6 4 0
5 h, pale green on greenish . 10 0 0 2

10 1., orange on bluish . 7 6 0 3
20 1., pale blue on ,, to 0 0 1
40 I.. dull purple on blue *5 0 0 9
80 1., deep carmine on cream . 5 0 0 6

(c) Prints from cleaned plates
In 1870, the condition o f the plates having 

becom e so bad, a  Germ an workman was 
called in who thoroughly cleaned the plates, 
and helped to print the first supplies from 
them. A s  a  new printing press was also  put 
into service, the early im pressions are good, 
and som ewhat resem ble the first Athens 
prints. T h e 1 lepton can be distinguished by 
having much shorter lines o f  shading on the 
cheek than on any other printing.

T h e  improvement soon wore off, and the 
im pressions gradually becam e worse until at 
length all lines on cheek and neck were 
exceedingly coarse, blunt at the ends, and in 
m any cases the ink ran together, producing 
solid blotches o f colour on the back o f the 
neck and at the throat.

T h e  shades and papers in this group arc 
also very numerous, but in 1872 a  very thin 
transparent paper was introduced, and per
haps for a  general collector this will be the 
easiest guide. T h e C atalogue says the trans
parency o f  the paper is due in great measure 
to the gum.
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1870-77. Printings from  cleaned plates. 
Thin transparent paper.

Unused.
*. d.

Used, 
x. d.

i 1., red-brown on b u ff ♦ *5 0 2 6
2 l.» stone on cream . 2 0 —
5 I., sage-green on greenish . . 40 0 2 6

10 l., red-orange on greenish blue . 80 0 5 0
20 1., indigo on bluish 100 0 0 4
40 )., lake on blue * 3 0 2 6
80 I.* deep rose on cream . —

It will be noticed that in all the above 
printings the 5 1., to  L, 20 1., and 40 1. were 
upon coloured  paper. In 1876 it was decided 
to have one class o f paper for all values, and 
in consequence these values were printed on 
a  more or less cream  paper. T h e  plates 
were cleaned, but the execution was still in
different. T h e paper o f course is the d is
tinguishing feature o f the group.

Later, viz. in 1879, it was decided to 
dispense with the figures on the back, and 
printings were thus made o f the sam e values 
on sim ilar paper to the above. T h e 8 0 1. was 
in little dem and, and it was withdrawn 
31 Decem ber, 18 8 1. T h is value was never 
printed in Athens without figures at back.

1876-81. Same type on cream paper.
With fig u res at back.

5 1., green .
Unused. 
s. J.

• 7 6

Used 
x. d. 
2 0

10)., orange . 10 0 0 2
20 I., blue . 20 0 0 3
40 1., tlesli . . 2 0 3 0

Without figures  
5 !., green .

at back.
. 4 0 0 t

10 1., orange • 3 6 0 1
20 1., ultramarine. . 15 0 4 0
401., mauve. . . • 5 0 2 0

On 20 M ay, 1876, new values were issued, 
the first printings o f which were made in 
Paris  and later ones in Athens, and there 
is much the sam e difference between the two 
printings as for the other values. These 
values were alw ays without figures at back, 
and it will be noticed the 60 I. was on 
coloured paper in the Paris  printing. The 
30 1. can also  be determ ined by the colour 
(the official name was “  dust colour.” ) There 
was a  big rem ainder o f the 60 1. Paris print.

1876. Without figures at back.
Paris prin t (May).

Unused. Used.
s. d. /. d.

30 I., olive-brown on cream 6 0 0  7 6
60 1M green on green . , 2 6  4 0

Athens prin t (September).
30 I., red-brown on cream . 5 6  0 4
60 I., green on b u ff . , 60 o 15 o

T h e 20 and 30 lepta were ordered to be 
changed in colour at the sam e time as the 
80 1. was withdrawn, and about April, 1882, 
the new stam ps were issued, the 20 1. in pink 
and the 30  1. in blue.

1882. Without figures at back.
Unused. Used.

t. d. x. d.
20 1., pink on cream . . 4 0  0 1
301., blue ,, . . 20 o 4 0

The above com pletes the issues o f the first 
type, and though the explanations given are 
but bald they m ay serve as some guide to 
their collection. It is impossible in an 
article o f this scope to g ive more than a  few 
leading characteristics. Suffice it to say 
that students o f this first type will be well 
rewarded for their trouble.

{To be continued.)

PLBASB NOTB
Tbs Prices quoted In tbe foregoing article are taken from our publishers* latest Stock Books, sad 
are, therefore, the Prices at wbicb Stanley Qlbbons, Ltd,, will bare pleasure in supplying aay 
of tbe stamps that may be needed by any of our readers.

Topical Dotes
By CH A RLES J. PH ILLIPS
Amateur and Professional

UN D E R  this heading T he P h ila te lic  
Jo u r n a l o f  In d ia  for October last has 
an editorial from the pen o f Mr.

0 . S. F . Crofton.
Mr. Crofton bases his rem arks upon a  note 

printed in the m argin o f  the form s o f  applica
tion for m em bership o f the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London.

This note is tp the effect that only am a
teurs are eligible tor mem bership o f this 
Society.

Mr. Crofton d isagrees with this regulation 
for two reasons :—

First. T h at no case  has been m ade out for 
differentiating against the dealer.

Second. T h at i f  a  line must be drawn, it is 
drawn in the wrong place.

Now before considering these two reasons, 
I should like to say a few words to explain 
how it is that at the present time there are 
a  few dealers who a re  mem bers o f the R oyal 
Philatelic Society.

Som e twenty-five or thirty years The 
P h ila te lic  R ecord  was practically the organ 
o f  the Philatelic Society, and was published 
jo in tly by Pem berton, W ilson, and Co. and 
Stanley, Gibbons, and Co.

T h e Committee o f  the Society elected 
Mr. A . H. YVilson and Mr. E .  Stanley 
Gibbons m em bers o f  the Society, as  repre
sentatives o f the two firms then publishing
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the official journal. 1 believe that both of 
these gentlemen continued to be members 
for many years after they retired from the 
trade.

In four other cases members of the 
Society who were elected as amateurs be
came regular dealers and tendered their 
resignations to the Council.

In these cases the Council decided not 
to accept the resignations, no doubt out 
of a feeling of goodwill and friendship for 
these particular members, and two (or 
maybe three) such dealers retain their mem
bership to the present day.

Now let me revert to Mr. Crofton’s argu
ments, with which, 1 may say at once, 1 dis
agree in  toto.

First, he says that no case has been made 
out for differentiating against the dealers.

Why in the world should the Royal Phila
telic Society be asked to explain  its adoption 
of any particular rule or regulation ?

If Mr. Crofton wants to see dealers ren- i 
dered eligible for election as members, it 
would be as well for him to consult and take I 
the opinion of some of the leading dealers 
before taking up cudgels on their behalf, 
which we who are in the trade have not 
asked or wished him to do.

Secondly, Mr. Crofton says that, if a line 
is drawn, it is drawn in the wrong place.

Where else would he draw it ?
The regulation of the Royal Philatelic 

Society reads as follows :—
Any other person interested as an amateur in 

the science and practice of Philately, and not en
gaged or employed in trade or trading transactions 
in connection therewith in any other capacity than 
that of compiler, author, editor, or assistant in 
the preparation or publication of any work of a 
scientific, technical, or literary nature, is eligible 
for election to membership of the Society.

This is the line drawn by the Royal Phila
telic Society, and which guides it in its elec
tions of members, and I quite fail to see any 
other distinction or difference that could— 
with justice—be adopted, to render a person 
eligible for membership.

Now look at the present existing Phila
telic Societies in France, Germany, and 
America. In almost all cases they are 
dominated by dealers, and what do they do 
to spread and popularize our hobby? In 
most cases nothing at all 1

Can Mr. Crofton give me the name of 
a Philatelic Society in the whole world that 
has done one-tenth as much for our hobby 
as has been done by the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London?

I think I should be correct in saying that 
more than one-half o f the o rig in a l philatelic 
articles and books produced in the past

twenty years have been produced by the 
members of the Royal Philatelic Society, 
London.

We who are in the trade shall be well 
advised if we do all we can to support 
the Royal Philatelic Society, London, as it 
is at present constituted. It is very largely 
owing to the prestige of this Society that 
Philately has obtained its present position 
with the aristocratic and moneyed classes, 
and the least that the dealers can do in 
return is to accord ‘it the most loyal and 
strong support, and not to seek for the 
means of introducing members of the trade, 
which, in my opinion, would be a very false 
step, and one tending to materially weaken 
the position that is now held by the 
Society.

I should like to know if this attack on the 
Royal Philatelic Society, London, has been 
authorized by the Philatelic Society of 
India. It appears in their official organ, 
and I should think that the Committee of 
the India Society would be well advised to 
repudiate this article by the editor of their 
journal.

The “ Koch” Collection
Germany is losing its finest general collec
tion—that formed by Mr. G. Koch, of Gies
sen, near Frankfort.

I am informed that Mr. G. Koch decided 
to sell his collection owing to the scandals 
and doubts as to the authenticity of many 
stamps emanating from official sources on 
the Continent.

He has placed the whole o f his superb 
collection in the hands of Messrs. Gilbert 
and Kohler in Paris, and these gentlemen 
have already held two sales, and the third— 
the stamps o f Germany—is being held as 
I write these notes.

Following the example set by Mr. J. 
Bemichon, Messrs. Gilbert and Kohler have 
once more shown us how an auction cata
logue of stamps should be written, and 1 
consider that all our London auctioneers, 
w ithout any exception, might take lessons 
from their French confreres.

Each good stamp is most carefully de
scribed, and E V E R Y  F A U L T ,  E V E N  T H E  MOST 
M IN U T E , is pointed out. All stamps that 
are mentioned singly are guaranteed in  a ll 
respects. All scarce stamps or rare oblitera
tions are illustrated, and in the third cata
logue of this sale there are no less than 
tw elve full-sized plates of illustrations, a 
most important feature for those who are 
unable to attend personally.

The following were some o f the best prices 
realized in the second sale. I have added 
the i o  per cent extra which has to be paid 
by the purchaser and calculated 25 fr. 
to £ \ .
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Philippine Isles, 1854, 1 rl., blue, 
corros, torn . . . .  

Philippine Isles, 1863, 1 rl., violet,
unused ..................................................

U.S., Providence, entire sheet (eleven 
of s c., one o f 10 c.)

U.S., St. Louis, io c .
U.S., Baltimore, 5 c., black on blue . 
U.S., Slate, $2, 85, $ 10 , and $20, un

used, but $5 slightly damaged
Spain, 1851, 2 rl.....................................
Ceylon, 1857, 4d. and 5d. used to

gether ..................................................
India, 1854, J  a., red, unused .
India, 1854, 4 a ., blue and red, with 

lines all round . . . .  
India, Service, long, 4 a ., unused 
India, Service, long, 8 a ., unused 
Patiala, 2, 3, and 5 rupees 
British Central Africa, no wmk., £ 10 ,

u s e d .....................................................
British Central Africa, no wm k.,^ 2 5 , 

used . . . . . .
Bechuanaland, 2s., 2s. 6d., 5s., and

ios.,  unused........................................
Cape, woodblock, id ., scarlet, used . 
Cape, woodblock, 4d., blue, used 
Niger Coast, 5s. on 2d., unused 
Niger Coast, ios. on5d., unused 
Gold Coast, 20s., green and carmine,

unused ..................................................
Mauritius, id ., on blue, early print,

u s e d ..................................................
Mauritius, 2d., on blue, early print,

u s e d ..................................................
Mauritius, 2d., large fillet, used 
Swazieland, ios., brown, unused 
Barbados, pair, id. on Js ., used 
Canada, 6d., pert, used on letter 
British Guiana, 1850, 12 c., blue 
British Guiana, 1831, 4 c., blue 
British Guiana, 1856, 4 c ., crimson . 
Nova Scotia, is., violet .
St. Vincent, 5s., carmine .
St. Vincent, 4d. on is.
Newfoundland, 6d., vermilion, used . 
Newfoundland, 6 jd ., vermilion, un

used ..................................................
Newfoundland, is., vermilion, used . 
New South Wales, Sydneys, Plate I I, 

laid, pair with and without clouds . 
New South Wales, Sydney, 3d., green 

on yellowish, used 
Queensland, 6d., imperf. .

£ S. d.

10 IS O

4 16 O

9 15 O
20 6 O

33 8 0

3 1 5 0
21 4 O

15 0 O
8 12 O

4 16 O
6 8 O

1 1 9 O
11 11 O

6 3 O

18 1 O

23 >5 O
8 2 O

5 *5 O

13 8 O

'3 6 O

•3 10 O

24 5 O

33 0 O
3° 16 O

8 5 O

17 0 O

7 2 6
24 4 0
10 12 O
28 O 0
12 I I O
10 12 O
11 2 0
9 18 O

>3 4 0
16 12 0

to 2 O

10 l6 O

S 2 O

In m any cases the French collectors seem 
to have quite lost their heads, as I find that 
in a large number o f  cases we could have 
supplied equally fine copies from our stock 
at from 20 to 30  per cent less than the 
prices paid at this auction.

New Colour Dictionary 
I Have pleasure in announcing that Mr. 
B. W . W arhurst h as just prepared for us 
a new and im proved edition o f his C o lo ur 
D ictionary.

In this new work there are two hundred 
names o f colours an d  sixty illustrations in

true colours. These illustrations are printed 
in solid colour, with thick lines, fine lines, 
scrollwork, etc., so as  to show the different 
effect o f the colour from the various methods 
o f printing.

M r. W arhurst has also  written nearly 
thirty pages o f text explaining all about 
colours, and which should be o f great use to 
all collectors.

In a  great m any instances the descriptions 
in the 1909 editions o f our Catalogues will 
be based upon the colours in this dictionary.

Prices, post free, 2s. 8d. in strong paper 
covers, or 4s. 8d. well bound in cloth.

K in g  Ed w ard  V I I  L and
U n der  date 16 November, a client who has 
evidently good sources of information writes 
u s :—

You probably know that no such stamp will 
again lie issued, since Lieutenant Shackelton in 
the N im rod (from which this stamp was posted), 
finds that the land so named by Captain Scott has 
disappeared.

W ell, this is about the best that could 
happen. T h ere  is now no K ing  Ed w ard  V II  
Land, and as  no post office has ever existed 
on that portion o f the globe and cannot now 
exist there is no need to include this stamp 
in our Catalogue.

Description o f N ew  Stock  B ooks arranged
and priced during the last w eek

C anada.
A  fair  lot o f this, the best selling country 
o f the N orth Am erican group.

In the “ pence”  issues there are some 
nice pairs on letters, and a  good lot o f singles 
both used and unused.

T h e later issues are  all well represented, 
and some fine and rare unused shades will 
be secured b y  those who have an early pick.

G riq u a la n d .
A  good lot including som e really rare un

used stam ps, and well worth inspection even 
by the most advanced specialist.

In arranging this book, Lieutenant F . H. 
N apier has discovered in our stock a  
hitherto unrecorded variety.

T h is will come in our Catalogue after 
N o. 81 a s —

Type 16, double surcharge, both inverted, 
id .,  grey.

T H E  V E S T  S T A M P  H I N G E S
W e have prepared a new stamp hinge, o f con

venient size, put up in a ir-tig h t t in  ta xes, each 
containing 1000 hinges o f  good tough paper, 
doubly gummed, and thus easily peetable. 

Post-free, 7<L per box.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
3 ji Strand, Leaden, W .C .
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The Stamps of Samoa — c o n tin u e d

B y  D. C. G.

T H E  post office was closed in 18 8 1, and 
remained so for some years, and letters 
had to be sent through the various 

consulates or by ship as  opportunity offered.
T he first issue was reprinted in 1885. 

The reprints are, however, not identical in 
type with the original s ta m p s; the colours 
are slightly different, the perforation is, as a 
rule, much more regular, and the gum is 
whiter, and less thickly applied. These 
reprints were printed in sheets o f forty (five 
rows o f eight) stamps, and only one such 
regular reprinting took place. T he stones 
were destroyed in 1897, so that no more 
reprints can be made.

The catalogue prices o f this issue are 
high, but it is astonishingly difficult to obtain 
really fine used specim ens, or mint unused | 
specim ens even at full catalogue rates, and 
in Am erica and Germ any they are more 
appreciated than in England. U sed on the 
original envelopes the stam ps are practically 
unobtainable, and unused, they are very 
scarce in pairs or blocks, which are 
extrem ely useful for plating.

T he next issue o f stam ps in Sam oa did 
not appear until 1887, when the well-known 
palm tree design was brought into use. T he 
following is a copy o f the document by which 
Mr. D avis was appointed postm aster o f 
Sam oa [M onthly Jo u rn a l, Vol. X V , No. 
I 7» ] :—

G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e ,
A p i a , S a m o a ,

December 20th, 1886.
Malietoa, King of Samoa, do hereby appoint 

Mr. John Davis, of Apia, to be Postmaster for 
the Kingdom of Samoa, and give him full power 
to enter into any arrangements with other 
countries he may consider necessary for the 
forwarding and delivery of letters, and other mail 
matter to and from this country.

Also hereby acknowledge the Postage Stamps 
hereto affixed, as the Samoan Postage Stamps.

M A L IETO A , K in g  o f Samoa,

Specim ens o f the id . and 4d. palm  tree 
stam ps were attached to this document, and 
K ing M alietoa’s  official seal, with coat-of- 
arm s and crown in the centre, surrounded 
b y the inscription, “ M alietoa I e Tufu  O 
Sam oa.”

T h is issue, like the contem porary stam ps 
o f T o n ga and the Cook Islands, was de
signed and printed through the medium o f 
the N ew  Zealand Governm ent Printing 
Office, and consisted o f  $d., id ., 2d., 4d., is ., 
and 2s. 6d. values. T h e  stam ps were, 
naturally, watermarked with the N  Z and 
Star used for the N ew  Zealand stam ps o f 
that period.

T h e  earliest stam ps o f this type were 
perforated 12&, and the two higher values 
with this perforation are really quite scarce, 
especially unused. In 1893 the stamps 
appeared perforated 12X 1 1 J ,  and here again 
in the unused state the is . and 2s. 6d. values 
are very difficult to obtain. T h e 1 1  gauge 
perforation was brought into use in the year 
1895, and with this perforation the stamps 
are quite common, both used and unused, 
m any o f the “  used ” specim ens, however, 
being o f the postm arked-to-order description.

W ith the last-mentioned perforation these 
stam ps occur in several distinct shades. In 
particular the id. stamp m ay be found in 
em erald-green  and blue-green , the 2d. in 
y ello w , ochre, and deep orange, the 4d. in 

I blue and deep blue, the is . in rose and bright 
carm ine, and the 2s. 6d. in p a le  and bright 
m auve. T h e  id . and 4d. stam ps vary slightly 
in shade, also with the 12 x  n i  perforation.

In  A pril, 1895, there was a  disastrous fire 
at A pia , which destroyed a great many 
business prem ises and which did not spare 
the post office ; and the whole stock of 
stam ps was burnt, except a  num ber o f the is. 
value. A s the number o f is . stam ps which 
escaped the fire was com paratively small, 
there were not sufficient to create new values 
by surcharging. In order, therefore, to eke 
them out until a  fresh supply o f stam ps could 
be procured from New Zealand, the Post
m aster cut up the surviving is . stam ps and 
m ade them serve for a ll values under one 
shilling. T h us a  newspaper is known which 
was franked b y a  sm all fragm ent o f a  shilling 
stam p to represent a postage o f id . only. 
U sually , however, the shilling stam ps were 
divided in h a lf either d iagonally or vertically. 
A  considerable delay was experienced in 
obtaining a  fresh supply o f stam ps ; hence 
these bisected stam ps m ay be found post
m arked from A pril to Jun e , 1895, and 
possibly even later.

In  1892 a  2^d. stam p was issued bearing 
the portrait o f M alietoa, the K ing o f Samoa. 
T h is  stam p also  was prepared and printed 
in N ew  Zealand, and so has the sam e N Z 
and Star  waterm ark. W hen first issued it 
was perforated 1 2 J ,  and it is much scarcer 
with this perforation than with the later per
forations, nam ely 12  x  1 1  £ (1893) and 11 
(1895). It is to be noticed that the later 
printings, perforated 1 1 ,  are  o f a much deeper 
shade o f rose than the two earlier.

In  1896 a  supply o f the 2$d. stam ps o f this 
type was printed in black  by m istake, but 
was sent to Sam oa, and regularly used until 
the supply was exhausted. T h is  stam p was 
perforated 10  x 1 1 ,  and had the sam e water-
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mark. T h is printing must have been a  fairly 
large one, as the stam p is com paratively 
common both in the unused and used con
ditions.

In 1893 a 6d. value in the older palm tree 
type made its appearance. T h is  stamp is 
found perforated 12  x 1 and 1 1  only, as the 
date o f its issue would lead one to expect. 
There are two quite distinct shades, deep 
and p a le  red-brow n.

In Novem ber, 1893, the surcharged stamps 
of Sam oa began to appear. A  5d. value was 
then found to be necessary, and was pro
duced by surcharging the current 4d. stamp 
hvk PENCE in two lines, in black , with 
two bars across the original value. T he 
words m easure 6 mm. and 8£ mm . in length 
respectively. Various minor varieties o f this 
surcharge m ay be found, most o f which seem 
to be due to dam aged type or defective 
printing. T h e  only important errors are 
the stam p with inverted overprint, which is 
decidedly scarce, and the stam p— the last in 
the third row — which has PENCE at the 
foot o f the stam p and no bars at all. 
Another printing was m ade, for which 
smaller type was used, the words FIVE 
PENCE m easuring only about 4$ mm. and 
6 mm. in length respectively. On the first |

seven rows o f stam ps in the sheet o f sixty 
the thin bar is above the thick, while on the 
last three rows the thin bar is below.

T h e stam ps with this small surcharge are 
scarce either used or unused, and in all 
probability this printing was a  small one. 

' It does not appear to be known which o f 
| these two printings was the earlier, but 
• possibly the sm aller type was used first,
I and, being found unsatisfactory, was aban

doned for the larger. T he stam p with the 
I sm aller overprint has been chronicled with 
| double surcharge.

A pparently it was soon realized that the 
black  su rch argad id  not show up at all well 
on the blue stam p, with the result that at 
the end o f Novem ber, 1893, the 4d. stamp 
was issued, surcharged with “  5‘‘ ”  in large 
re d  type, the original value being barred 
out as before. T h e value is sometimes 
barred out by one line and som etimes by 
two lines. M inor varieties o f overprint 
exist. T h e main varieties are the stamp 
with double and with inverted surcharge— 
both o f which are quite scarce—and the 
stam p with the “ d ” o f  “ jd . ” on a line with 
the figure instead o f being placed on a  
higher level.

( To be concluded.)

Similarities of Design — c o n tin u e d

By NORMAN THORNTON

T U R N I N G  now to the consideration o f 
instances o f sim ilarities in foreign 
countries, we find that the types which 

have in most cases served as models for 
copying are those o f the early  French 
stamps. T h e chief reason for this popularity 
seems to be the sim plicity o f the design 
of the fram e, and the fact that in two in
stances, at least, the stam ps copied from it 
were actually designed and printed in Paris.

In 1856 stam ps were issued in the depart
ment o f Corrientes in the A rgentine Repub
lic to defray special expenses incurred by 
letters to places where there were as yet no 
Government post offices. Senor Coni, the 
Director o f the State Printing Establishm ent 
in Corrientes, was unable for som e time to 
find any one capable o f engraving the stamp 
until one day a  baker’s boy, hearing of his 
difficulty, volunteered to do the work, saying 
that he had been apprenticed to an engraver 
in Italy. Senor ^ o n i showed the boy a 
French stam p o f ,ths Ceres type 1849, en
graved b y M. Barre, and directed him to 
copy it. T h is he did, m aking his engraving 
on wood in two rows o f four, the inscription 
alone being altered ; but, as  the crudeness o f 
the stamp shows, bis apprenticeship had not 
made him a skilled workman, and it is to be

hoped that he exhibited more talent in the 
m aking o f cakes than o f engravings.

T h e next country to plagiarize the stamps 
o f France was Greece. A s all collectors o f 
this country know, the first issues were 
printed in Paris in 18 6 1, and the design is 
almost identical with that o f the then current

stam ps o f France, the head o f M ercury being 
substituted for that of the Em peror Napoleon 
and the inscription suitably altered.
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T h e  two types were, in fact, engraved by 
the sam e man, M. A lbert B arre, son o f  that 
M . B arre, engraver to the P aris  Mint, who 
m ade the first C eres type. T h e Paris print
ings from the plates for G reece were done at 
the printing establishm ent o f E rnest M eyer.

In 1870, M . Hulot, o f  the Paris Mint, was 
com missioned to m ake a new set o f stam ps 
for Roum ania, but ow ing to the outbreak o f 
war the issue was delayed for two years ; the 
type approved was m odelled on that o f  the 
French stam ps. It w ill be noticed that the 
key pattern was modified, being very narrow, 
but the corner crosses remain, and in gen
eral appearance there is little difference in 
the designs. It is here noticeable that,

with the'exception o f the 15  bani, the stam ps 
were printed in the sam e shades as  were 
being em ployed at that time for the French 
stamps.

Another French type which has been 
rather closely copied, or, at any rate, has 
served to furnish inspiration, is the “  Peace 
and C om m erce" type. T h e 1882 issue of 
Luxem burg was designed by M onsieur A. 
M arc, and bears a  sufficient resem blance to 
merit mention here. E ach  type has a male 
and fem ale figure, clad, as one might say, in 
exceedingly classical style, on either side of 
a white tablet bearing the figure o f value.

T he figures obviously represent Ceres and 
M ercu ry; the latter, o f course, typifies Com
merce, but philatelists have dubbed Ceres 
“  Peace," though strictly she stands for 
Agriculture. T he dies for both series were 
engraved by M. E . Mouchon, and the Lux
emburg stam ps were printed at Haarlem . 
T he Postage Due stam ps o f Fran ce and 
Monaco are o f exact sim ilarity ; both were 
engraved and printed at the French G overn
ment Printing Office, and the 1901 issue o f 
Tunis (Postage Due) is  in a  very  sim ilar de
sign, this being rem arkably the only French 
possession which has Postage Due stam ps o f 
this model without overprint

T h e  designer o f this type w as M. Georges 
D uval, to whom is also som etim es attributed 
the design o f the first issue o f H ayti.

I f  one considers how handsom e are some 
o f the stam ps o f Crete, it is rather surprising 
that the designers o f the Cretan Postage 
D ue stam ps o f 1900 could think o f nothing 
m ore original than an exact copy o f the 
N orw egian type en graved  by Messrs. 
Trousen o f Christiania. T h is  engraving 
is selected rather than the earlier type by 
Petersen, as the crown bears a rem arkable 
resem blance to that on the Cretan stamp. 
T ru e  the latter is slightly la rg er  in size, and a 
floral pattern can be discerned worked into 
the background behind the posthorn. The 
Postage Due stam ps have not the artistic 
appearance o f the ord inary issues manu
factured for this island by M essrs. Bradbury, 
W ilkinson, and Co., and though I can dis
cover no evidence o f their origin, it is hard 
to think that this firm was the responsible 
party, even though they them selves were not 
above taking hints in their work from that 
o f other designers ; witness the inclusion on 
the 5 drachm ai stam p o f “  St. G eorge and 
the Dragon,”  exactly as they appear upon 
our own gold coinage, even to the milling 
round the medallion. W e m ay also notice 
here that when in 1882 M essrs. Bradbury, 
W ilkinson, and Co. had an order from the 
Argentine Republic, the stam ps which re
sulted were obviously inspired by the second

H ungarian type ; both show a letter bearing 
the figure o f value, surm ounting a  posthorn, 
the whole surrounded by. a  wreath, but tiie 
crown o f St. Stephen g iv in g  way to the
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Argentine Sun, which appears over the top o f I 
the missive. ' i

A  stam p well known to most young collec- : 
tors as being in m any cases one o f the first to 
find its w ay into their collections is the 5 c., I 
lake, Argentine, 1888, lithographed by J .  I 
Kidd o f Buenos A y re s ; but this was not the ! 
first use o f  this design, it having originated \ 
with the Am erican Bank N ote Co. o f New i 
York for use in the 1867 issue o f the same ! 
republic, and this design was commandeered j 
by M essrs. M ege and Audriot o f Monte j 
Video to do service for the 10  c. lithographed i

of the 1883 issue o f U ruguay, the head o f ! 
Rivadavia giving  way to that o f General 1 
Artigas. i

In 1876 the U ruguayan authorities insti
tuted a  competition for a  new design for 
postage stam ps, and an attempt was sub
mitted by Mr. W elker, one o f the best en
gravers in M onte Video, which was really a  
reproduction o f the Germ an Em pire 1875 
type with the Uruguayan Arm s substituted 
for the Germ an eagle in the centre. The 
design was, however, not accepted, although

essays m ay be m et with in various colours 
on white or tinted paper. These are but a 
few o f the better-known instances o f these 
sim ilarities, and no doubt readers who m ay be 
interested in these com parisons will be able 
to find out for them selves m any other cases 
o f a like nature.

fine Bargains Possible in 1908?
B y  W. W A R D

MR . P H I L L I P S  invites accounts and 
instances o f bargains one has had, 
but prefaces his rem arks with a  col

lector’s view  that they cannot now be found. 
Personally I quite agree with Mr. Phillips, 
and am quite confident that there will always 
be bargains—at least for those who are 
“  alive.” Perhaps a  few of mine m ay be o f 
interest— to all except Mr. Phillips 1 A  friend 
of mine some two years ago sent to M essrs. 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., for their St. H elena 
book, or at least one o f them. H e had his 
pick, and then asked me whether I would 
care to look through it. I did care, and 
asked him in return if I could select one or 
two. M y friend seemed rather surprised, 
but allowed me. I forthwith picked a very 
fine copy o f what afterwards turned out to 
be No. 17, perf. 12^, short bar, though I 
didn’t know at the time, but any sort o f is. 
S t  H elena m arked at 2d. is c h e a p ! Then 
I asked m y friend whether 1 could have 
another pick 1 H e said it was his turn. He 
got a 6d., m ilky blue, at 3d. 1 

I fear I could give one or two more in
stances at the expense o f the publishers o f 
G .S. IV ., but I have every desire to keep on 
friendly terms with 391 Strand. At any 
rate, none o f these have been minor varieties 
as Mr. Phillips instances, which anybody 
could quite easily pass over, but were regular 
orthodox specimens. I rather suspect Mr.

Phillips o f som e ulterior motive in asking 
for exam ples o f bargains— perhaps he is 
finding out that 391 is a  recognized happy 
hunting-ground.

Still, as  regards bargains, he is a  very 
sleepy collector or dealer that cannot get, at 
the lowest, one a  week. Certainly not all 
will pay the rent, but still there are those 
that will permit the usual 2^ per cent com
mission for cash 1

I do not wish any one to envy me, nor yet 
do I wish to m ake everybody’s mouth water 
at some o f the E l  Dorados I have known, 
but perhaps m y earliest bargains will be o f 
interest. O f course, I was going to school at 
the time, and I think I was only ju st able to 
count m y years in two figures. A n y rate, 
I found a  warehouse, that i f  I went on a 
M onday afternoon and gave a  couple o f 
coppers to a  man there, he would g ive me 
whatever stam ps they had had in. It was 
a  W est African house, and in those days the 
mails used to come in over the week-end, 
ready for M onday morning’s business. The 
chief trade o f this certain firm was with 
Gam bia, and for weeks on running I have 
had handfuls o f the embossed stam ps, o f 
anything from h alf a  dozen to a  couple o f 
score. It grieves me to think o f m y ignor
ance then. Fancy, embossed Gam bias for 
2d. a  h an d fu l!
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The Philatelic Congress of Saragossa
T ra n sla ted  fro m  the “  M a d rid  F ila t llic o ”  by

The P re lim in a ry  M eetin g  before the O pening  | 
o f  the F ir s t  S p a n ish  P h ila te lic  C ongress, 
h e ld  in  Sarago ssa  on Septem ber 24, 1908.

T H E  first m eeting o f the Congress was 
held in one o f the large rooms o f the | 
Franco-Spanish Exhibition, in com- 1 

memoration o f the glorious siege o f Sara- | 
gossa. T h is room was very kindly lent by 
the Executive Committee. In the absence 
o f Don Ju a n  D iag de Brito, who had been 
delayed on the way, the chair was occupied 
by Don V icente Pallardo, assisted by Senor 
Don Manuel Adlert and Don Carlos Llorca, 
the latter acting as Secretary.

Senor Pallardd explained that he was 
obliged b y circum stances to preside at the 
first m eeting o f Spanish philatelists, and he 
felt proud to occupy such an honoured post, 
which he did not think he merited, as it 
might be filled so much better by m any o f \ 
the really eminent philatelists whom he was 
then addressing. H e went on to speak o f 
the object o f this m eeting, and declared that 
the Secretary o f the Committee would speak 
later on the results o f the Congress. H e 
him self declined to accept the honour o f the 
achievem ent, which rightly belonged to Don 
Carlos Llorca. F in ally , he said that if the 
Congress were not successful, it would not 
be for lack o f good wishes, but rather for 
lack o f sufficient funds.

T h e Secretary then proceeded to read the 
minutes, in which he told o f the work, begun 
b y him self in the E c o  P o sta l, a  paper under 
his direction ; this work was seconded by 
his professional colleagues and by m any 
enthusiastic experts, who were greatly a s 
sisted by philatelists from all parts o f Spain. 
T h is fact was dem onstrated b y the presence 
in that room o f so m any intelligent and dis
tinguished philatelists. H e went on to say 
that, not having quite finished m aking up 
the accounts, it was not yet possible for him 
to submit them to the Congress. However, 
the m em bers could exam ine the accounts so 
far as they had been made, the papers relat
ing to which he had brought with him. H e 
finished b y thanking all those who had 
helped to facilitate his efforts, especially 
the worthy President o f the Executive Com 
mittee o f the Exhibition, Don Basilio  Paraiso, 
who, with great disinterestedness and enthu
siasm , had furnished him with all the facili
ties necessary for the realization o f  this 
m em orable Congress.

A  letter w as read from the Post Office 
D irector accepting with pleasure the offer o f 
H onorary Presidentship, prom ising h is as-

E R N E S T  P H I L L I P S

sistance, i f  his multitudinous occupations 
allowed him to do so, and unreservedly 
congratulating the organization o f the Com 
mittee.

T he President stated that, on his own 
initiative, Senores Alena and Llorca were 
trying to obtain the concession of a special 
obliterating stamp for the use o f the Con
gress in their correspondence during the 
25th, 26th, and 27th, on which days the 
sessions would take place. T he result of 
this attempt would not be known until the 
following morning.

It was arranged to discuss at the inaugural 
session the two themes “ Technical and 
General Ideas o f Ph ilately” and the “ Review 
o f the New Spanish Postal Series.”

In a u g u ra l Session o f  the F ir s t  Span ish
P h ila te lic  Congress, h eld  in  Sarago ssa  on
Septem ber 25, 1908.

T he session was held in the same room as 
the prelim inary session, at five o’clock, under 
the presidentship o f Senor C arreras Candi. 
Senor Llorca read the account o f the previous 
session, which was approved.

T he President then read his article on 
the first subject under consideration, which 
treated o f “ T h e Scientific Im portance of 
Philately.” T his was attentively listened to, 
and evoked much applause.

T he President stated that the postal 
authorities had agreed to allow the Congress 
the use o f a  pillar-box and a special obliter
ating stam p for the stam ps used in corre
spondence. [T his was referred to and the 
postm ark illustrated in last week’s Foreign 
N otes.— E l). G .S . W .]

Don M iguel Alena, director o f the M a d rid  
F ila U lico , read a well-written article on 
“  T h e T echnical and General Ideas o f Phila
tely.” T h is was very well received, and it 
was apparent he had devoted much study to 
his subject.

“ T he R eview  o f the N ew  Spanish Postal 
S e r ie s ” was the subject chosen by Senor 
Carreras Candi. Before entering on the dis
cussion o f his theme, Senor Candi asked the 
m em bers to freely expound their ideas, as 
the subject was an important one and de
served serious attention.

Senor Candi made an interesting speech 
on this subject, and proposed to perforate 
the i  c. stam p, issue stam ps o f 1 c., 35 c., 
and 65 c., have one uniform series for all the 
colonies, issue stam ps for Andorra, and sur
charge the com plete series o f Spain  for 
Morocco.
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Don Jos£  M onge said that he had listened 
to Seiior Carreras Candi with pleasure, and 
agreed in the main with all his proposals. 
He thought Seiior Candi m ay have omitted 
to mention in the new stam ps he proposed 
issuing the 45 c., for the double inland regis
tration. Also, he thought that the 2 c. and 1 p. 
values were quite unnecessary. He proposed 
to issue sim ply the following values : 1 c., 
2 c., 5 c., 10 c., 15  c., 25 c., 50 c., 1 p., 2 p., 
and 5 p. stamps. Seiior M onge insisted on 
the issue o f the 45 c. value, as, besides serving 
for the double inland registration, it was 
necessary for ordinary use in Portugal, G ib
raltar, and Morocco.

Seiior A rias C arvaja l asked that the 2 c. 
value should not be suppressed as being 
unnecessary. H e was seconded by Seiior 
Llorca, who proved that the stam p in question 
was necessary for franking the newspapers 
sent to Portugal.

Seiior Pallardd, seconded by Seiior C ar
vajal, proposed to issue a  registered letter 
stamp, the same as  other countries now had 
in use.

Seiior L asa  w as opposed to this, as Spain 
belonged to the U niversal Postal Union, and, 
as the 25 c. was issued in the regulation 
colour, it was unnecessary to issue another 
value. Seiior D iag  de Brito concurred with 
this view.

These various questions were put to the 
vote ; the results were as follows :—

Change the design o f the i  c., m aking it 
of the sam e type as the rest o f the series.

M ake new stam ps o f the 1 c., 35 c., 2 p., 
and 5 p. values.

Suppress the 4 p. and 10  p. stamps.
Suppress the 20 c. stamp. Seiiores F a rr<5 

and L lorca were opposed to this.
Make new stam ps o f the 45 c. and 65 c.
The result o f all these changes w as that 

the current issue o f  stam ps should be com 
posed o f the following values :—

J  c., I c., 2 c., 5 c., 10  c., 15  c., 20 c., 25 c., 
30 c., 35 c., 40 c., 50 c., and the 1 p., 2 p., 
and 5 pesetas.

The Congress now entered upon the dis
cussion o f  the issues for the colonies.

Before the debate started, Seiior A lena 
announced that very  shortly there would be 
new issues for the co lo n ies : one series for 
Rio de Oro, and another for the rest o f the 
Spanish possessions. Both issues would be 
composed o f stam ps o f the sam e values as 
were now current in Spain.

Sehor A rias C arva ja l said that there ought 
to be one uniform series for the whole o f the 
colonies, without g iv in g  the preference to 
Rio de Oro, which happened to be precisely 
the least im portant o f  the possessions.

Seiior D on Josd  M onge asked that these 
series should all be  made in sufficient quan
tity to avoid the frequent surcharges, on 
account o f certain values being exhausted.

A t the sam e time, he requested that the 
colonies be prohibited from using surcharges, 
and that the issue should contain only the 
following v a lu e s : 1 c., 5 c., 10  c., 25 c., 50 c., 
75 c., I p , 2 p., 5 p. He made these sugges
tions as he believed that one o f the objects of 
the Congress was to consider collectors, and 
that this object would be achieved in carrying 
out these proposals.

T w o o f these proposals were put to the 
vote ; and it was unanimously agreed that 
there should be one uniform series for the 
whole o f the colonies, consisting o f the values 
now current in Spain.

T he Congress now turned to Seiior C ar
reras’ proposal—to surcharge the current 
issue o f Spain for use in Morocco. Seiior 
A lena suggested surcharging all the values 
up to the 4 p. stamp.

Don Josd M onge objected that all these 
values were not necessary, and proposed ad d
ing to those now in use the 50c. and 1 p. values. 
He believed that there should not be too 
m any o f these stam ps, as the series would 
be ridiculed by collectors.

The matter was now put to the vote ; it 
was found that all the members, with the 
exception o f Seiiores Josd M onge and Arias 
C arvajal, were in favour o f surcharging a ll 
the values.

T he Congress then entered on the debate 
o f the final proposal, made by Seiior Carreras 
— the issue o f stam ps for use in Andorra. 
Seiior C arvajal was opposed to this, declaring 
that the issue o f these stam ps might possibly 
cause friction with France.

Seiior Carreras, in answer to Seiior C ar
vajal, observed that, having assisted at the 
last Congress o f the U niversal Postal Union, 
as  representative o f the Dominican Republic, 
he could assure the members o f this Con
gress that there need be no fear o f causing 
friction with Fran ce, or with an y other 
country, seeing that Franee desired to place 
Andorra on the list o f foreign m ails. A s 
both Fran ce and Spain  bordered on Andorra, 
both o f these countries would see to the 
despatch o f  mails on their respective fron
tiers.

Put to the vote, this proposal was rejected 
b y a  great majority.

(To bt continued.)

N E W  C H E A P  M O U N T S
At the request of many clients we have prepared 

a New Cheap Mount, made from a thicker paper; 
a gum is employed that permits the Mount to be 
removed from a book or sheet without damage to 
the paper, or tearing the Mount, which can thus 
be used several times over, such Mounts being 
particularly serviceable for exchange clubs, or for 
use in dealers' stock books, etc. These Mounts 
are put up in neat glazed card boxes, 1000 of a 
size in a box, and are sold in sets of three sizes, 
viz. three boxes and 3000 Mounts for as. 6d.; 
9000, price 6s. 6d.; or separately, any size, at ts. 
per 1000, post-free.



380 GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY 12 D ec. 100R

Condition
B y  C H A R L E S  H . G R E E N W O O D

T HE subject of condition in stamps has 
become of vital importance of late, 
and will no doubt become of even 

greater importance in years to come.
We all know that amongst the early 

“  stampists ” condition was practically a 
negligible factor. As long as a stamp was 
represented in a collection it did not matter, 
their motto being, of course, “  Half a stamp 
is better than no stamp.” The early collec
tors had, however, some regard for the 
appearance of their stamps ; this is shown 
by their habit of trimming perforations from 
the edges of the stamps, evidently to give 
the stamp a neater appearance. But times 
have changed, and we have a different 
standard nowadays. Our standard of con
dition seems to depend, in a large measure, 
on how far from the mint state a stamp is. 
After all, the mint unused copy can nearly 
always be relied upon to fetch more than the 
same stamp in used condition, though why 
this should be so leaves good ground for 
argument.

There is, however, a great deal of differ
ence in the standards of condition adopted 
by different collectors. This often makes 
matters very inconvenient when exchanges 
are going on between collectors ; it also 
makes “ buying without seeing” very much 
in the nature of “  pig-in-the-poke ” transac
tions.

One thing certain nowadays, at any rate, 
is that a badly torn copy should never be 
included in any stamp collection ; for even 
if the stamp be rare and valuable, it is certain 
to offend us so much by its bad condition 
that it will spoil the whole page. Far better 
should a collection be without a particular 
stamp than have it represented by a “ vulgar 
fraction,” as we may term a torn copy.

Having got rid of this “ undesirable,” we 
may proceed to classify the various states 
o f condition.

Unused.—On unused stamps there is not 
much to say. These stamps from the point 
of condition can always be classed in their 
two states of “  Mint Unused,” or, to use the 
perhaps more familiar term, “ Original Gum,” 
and the poorer relation “  No Gum.” The 
stamp that has been used in the post, but 
not postmarked, gives us food for debate 
indeed. Whatever the merits and demerits 
of such a stamp may be, we venture to say 
that in nine cases out of ten the stamp comes 
to be recognized as “ Unused—no Gum.” 

Used.—Used stamps open up a wide field 
in the subject of condition. It is in these 
stamps that so many errors of description

occur. There is no doubt, though, that the 
ideal used copy is the clean, lightly post
marked specimen that we never find, for 
instance, on British stamps (high values).

Next in order come the clean average 
“ good copies,” a class of stamps much more 
common than the first-mentioned. These, 
in most collections, of course form the vast 
majority, and for ordinary purposes may be 
considered quite satisfactory for any collec
tion.

Then we get, o f course, the real “ mailed- 
fist” postmark—the style found on stamps 
used on parcels in Great Britain. This 
method of cancellation has often been con
demned by philatelists. But why? When 
the authorities lightly postmark stamps they 
are accused of using the collector as a means 
of revenue. And surely it is the duty of the 
officials to see the stamps are sufficiently 
inked to prevent any risk of cleaning. This 
system of heavy postmarks has the effect of 
making high-value British stamps rather 
scarce with genuine light postal cancellations. 
Telegraphic cancellations are rather more 
common, but nowadays all stamps on tele
graph forms are practically blacked out at 
headquarters after being sent from branch 
and provincial post offices.

High-value registered packages are the 
happy hunting-ground of the seeker after 
fine British stamps.

Now we come to a very important class of 
used specimens, i.e. the postage stamp fiscally 
used. There can surely be no objection to 
including these stamps in a collection. They 
are, whether penmarked or bankmarked (with 
rubber stamp), nearly always superior to the 
average postmarked specimen in appearance 
That they have been used as receipts should 
certainly be no detriment to their inclusion 
in a collection. The postally-used stamp has, 
o f course, simply been used as a Govern
ment receipt, i.e. the receipt of the amount 
of the postage. It is not my purpose to 
suggest that these stamps are preferable to 
finely postmarked copies ; but where these 
stamps are much cheaper than the rare post
marked copy, there are surely good grounds 
for collecting them.

Nowadays huge numbers o f Colonial 
stamps are .found perforated with firms’ 
initials—these are generally common stamps 
— so the “ imperforated ” ones are more 
desirable in a collection, though beginners’ 
collections generally contain a fair proportion 
of stamps so perforated.

Whether we be “ Great Mogul,” “  Medium 
Collector,” or “  Beginner,” we can hardly be
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too fastidious about the condition o f our 
treasures, and when we consider the state o f 
most beginners’ collections, we cannot em 
phasize the fact too much.

N owadays fine copies o f earlier issues are 
so scarce that there will be hardly enough to

Foreign Dotes
B y F R A N K  PH ILLIPS
A Little-known Island

I  S U P P O S E  that Clipperton Island is one 
o f the least-known islets o f the Pacific 
Ocean. It is situate on the mail route 

between Panam a and Honolulu, about 1900 
miles from the former. T h e  nearest point to 
it on the mainland is Acapulco, in M exico, 580 
miles distant. T h e possession o f the island 
is a  m atter o f dispute between France and 
Mexico, but it is occupied by M exicans, and, 
strange to state, is provided with a  stam p o f 
Am erican origin.

The stam p is, o f course, for internal use 
only, but m ay occasionally be seen on 
envelopes, accom panied by stam ps o f  a 
Postal Union country. I cannot find out what 
country’s stam ps are used, but I imagine 
that they would be those provided by the 
Panam a-Honolulu mail steam er; perhaps 
some reader can give me information on 
this point.

The design o f the stam p is quite original, 
the central feature being a  picture o f the 
island, over which an albatross hovers ; in 
the lower left-hand corner a lobster m ay be 
distinguished, and on the right the figure o f 
value; the date o f issue, 1895, is also in
cluded in the design. T h e  inscription reads 
“ Clipperton Islan d ”  at the top, and “ Post
age ”  below.

I am rather surprised that I cannot find 
an illustration o f this stam p in back files o f 
the m any journals, as it appears to have been 
in issue for thirteen years.— Le Tim bre-Pos/e.

[T he bogus nature o f these so-called stam ps 
was exposed in the M onthly Jo u rn a l, Vol. V I , 
p. 25.— E d. G .S .tV .]'}

Austrian Jubilee Issue to be Permanent
A correspondent of the B erlin er B rie f- 
m arken-Zeitung has informed our contem

porary that it was the intention o f the 
Austrian Postal Adm inistration to dem one
tize the “  heller ”  values o f the last issue, as

38i

go round in a  few years, sim ply because o f 
the carelessness o f the early collector with 
regard to condition. D o not let us be guilty 
o f the sam e error with the now com para
tively common and more recently issued 
stamps.

soon as all post offices could be provided 
with a  sufficient supply o f  the new pictorial 
stamps, generally referred to as the “  Jubilee 
Issue.”

I believe that the generally accepted idea 
with regard to this issue was that it was 
only com memorative, and was to be issued 
for a  short time only to celebrate the sixtieth 
year o f the reign o f the Em peror Franz 
Josef. It would appear that that idea was 
groundless, and that the issue is intended to 
be permanent.

Our contem porary’s correspondent goes 
so far a s  to say that the demonetization o f 
the old heller values o f the designs illust
rated above actually dates from 1 Novem ber 
last, but I should like confirmation o f that 
statement before accepting it as a  fact.

T he number o f French Colonial P o st Offices 
A n  interesting table showing the number 
o f post offices existing o f each o f the 
French Colonies is taken from the A n - 
nuaire o ffk iel ties Postes et THegraphes 
(1908), by L e Jo u rn a l des Philati'listes.

A f r i c a n  C o l o n i e s .

Ivory Coast . . 41
Dahomey . I 25
French Guinea . I French 31
Upper Senegal and Niger j'VV. Africa 42 
Mauritania I . 16
Senegal . . J  42
French Somali Coast . . 1
Mayotte, etc. . . .  5
Gaboon . '. . . . 2 0
Tschad . 1 French . 2
Middle Congo | Congo . 17
Ubanghi-Chari / . . 4
Madagascar, etc. 177*
Reunion . . . 3 0

A s i a t i c  C o l o n i e s .

Indian Settlements . . 3
Cochin China . . . 7 6
Tonkin and Upper L a 's  101
Lower Laos . . . 1 3
Annam . . 4 0
Cambodia . . . 2 5

A u s t r a l i a n  C o l o n i e s .

New Caledonia, etc. . . 39
Oceania . . .  7

* Possibly a misprint for 17.
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A merican Colonies.
St. Pierre and Miquelon 4
Martinique 29
Guadeloupe, etc.. 37
French Guiana . 18

I f  all these offices are added together 
they number 678, and the nam e o f ever)' 
office is given in the official publication 
mentioned above. N early 700 offices is 
not a  bad total for French Colonies, con
sidering that so m any o f the latter are not 
yet in enjoym ent o f the full benefits of 
civilization. ,m

An Interesting Advertisem ent!

It  is so rarely that", an advertisem ent in a 
stam p paper is well set out in flowing periods, 
with faultless.expression, that I feel bound 
to reproduce one I discovered in a Sw iss 
advertising journal.

Mixed packets of __ 
Colombian postages ’  stamps

Over 25 Kinds containing in thu lob since
1890 1902 issue per 1000 M. 15.----5000
M.60.—. On ordering 50% must be accom
panied or to good references

Also exchange of well mixed lots of stamps 
against good lots of fancie unesed postal 
cards per 100— 1000 at once. All fine glossies 
bromiress both black and coloured. Not 
ordinaires nos singles cards wanted. Ever,y 
thing Begistered posted and repply by return. 
Good reflerenccs^presented. Address

HONDA, Repub of Colombia, S. A.
English, french and Spanish correspondence.

I think that the] lucidity o f the above will 
appeal to all m y readers !jj •-— "

A n Esperanto Stam p Paper
A  SHORT time ago a  new philatelic journal, 
em anating from France, cam e into being, its 
peculiarity being that part o f the matter is in 
Esperanto and part in French ; even the 
advertisem ents appear in both languages, it 
we agree to call that unphilological jumble 
Esperanto a  language. T h e  title o f the 
paper is  T ra  la  F ila te lio , and it appears 
once a month.

T h e  parties responsible for the above 
publication have also  issued post cards and 
a  stam p with inscriptions in Esperanto. Of 
course the stam p has no franking power 
whatever, and is only placed on letters as a 
kind o f advertising la b e l: in England it 
would not be adm issible, in view  o f regula
tions issued a  month or two back b y the 
Postm aster-General. T he design o f the 
stam p is distinctly o rig in a l: on a yellow- 
brown ground there appears a  sphere in red 
and deep green, representing the earth ; 
above this the inscription “ D e D ° L. Zamen- 
hof, E sp eran to ” (D r. Zam enhof is the “ in
ventor"’ o f E sp eran to ); below the sphere, in 
two sem icircles, we read, or attempt to read. 
“  Lingvo internacia la dua por ciuj.— Yivu ! 
Kresku ! F lo r u !” It is said that Esperanto 
is an easy language to pronounce ; but who, 
who could say “ e iu j” with any success 
before breakfast ? At first sight, the last 
three words carried me back  to m y school 
days, when Caesar taunted me with his 
g igantic conceit “  V eni, vidi, vici,”  but, on 
m ature reflection, I have form ed the opinion 
that the hidden m eaning is “  L ive, grow , and 
flourish.”  I f  I had a  sixpenny postal order, 
I would send that solution up to the editor of 
. . . P earson 's O pin ion , and then undoubt
ed ly I should receive a  prize that would 
m ake me rich beyond the dream s o f avarice. 
T h en  I should be able to collect “  Post 
O ffice”  M auritius in mint blocks o f four.
[Oh !---------------------stop it !— E l). G . S .  l l ’.\

Illu strie rtes  B rie fm a rk en -Jo u rn a l.

Dcto Issues and Discoveries
B y  F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

/ should be most grateful i f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concern:ng 
issues o f stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once if 
desired, together with stamp fo r  postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened oy 
one number fo r  each penny fa ce  value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

f r a n k  PHILLIP 8, 801 8trand. London, W.C.

Abyssinia.— Messrs. H . Griebert and Co. 
have shown us the complete set o f postage stamps 
overprinted with corresponding values in Turkish 
currency, i.e. in piastres.

s a

1M
piastre

1908. Types i (J to 2 guerche) and  a overprinted as 
Type 16, in black. Per/. 14 x 13J.

118  J  pi. on 1  g ., green.
119  |  pi. on |  g., red.
120 1 pi. on 1 g., blue.
121 2 pi. on 2 g., brown.
122 4 pi. 00 4 g.t claret.
123 8 pi. on 8 g., lilac.
124 16 pi. on 16 g., black.
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Bermuda.— Th t Deutsche Brie/m arken-Zeitnng 
(19.11.08) states that a correspondent has seen 
the Jd. printed all in green.

13
1908. Type 13. Change o f  colour. Wmk. Multiple 

Croton CA . Perf. 14.
4i]Jd., green, O'

China.—In chronicling the new 2 c. in our 
last week’s issue, we are afraid that we made a 
blunder in illustrating and describing Type 30, 
instead of Type 29.

The correct description should be as follows:—

*9
1908. Type *9. Colour changed. No wm k. P e r f  

14 to t6.
15»<*I5 c ., deep green.

Crete.—In addition to the set of postage 
stamps overprinted EAAA2 chronicled last week, 
we have received a set of Postage Due stamps 
similarly overprinted.

E w en s Weekly Stamp News (14 .11.08) was 
wrong in listing the new 6 } c. as Variety III. 
It is Variety I , i.e. “ 34 loops, ‘ t * of betalen  
over centre o f loop; top branch of 4K * of te 
shorter than lower branch.”

Postage D ue. i October, 1908. Type 5a. Variety I 
only. Perf. 12}.

355*16}  C , ultramarine and black.

P a rag u ay .—Mr. Alfredo Clebsch has sent us 
a new provisional, made by overprinting the 
1 peso (in two shades) of the 44 Lopez Palace”  
Official stamp. The overprint is in four lines, 
the date 441908,”  being in red, and the word
ing and bar in black. The overprint reads: 
“  Habilitado—1908— un centavo—

The word “ Habilitado”  and the bar are 
printed in one operation, being always 14 mm. 
apart. This same overprint was used on the 1 p., 
black and orange, chronicled in our issu; of 
12 September, 1908.

44 1908”  and UN centavo  are naturally 
printed separately, as the date is in red, and the 
words in black.

These stamps are surcharged in sheets of 
twenty-five, and No. 19 on the sheet shows an 
error in the setting, the surcharge reading un 
C ETTA VO.

EAAAI

34
Postage D ue Stam  ks. 1908. T  y pe 51 overprinted with 

Type 34, in black.
312 1 1., red. 
a»3 5 !• ..
2(4 10 1. ,,
315 20 1. „
216 40 I. ,,
517 50 1. ,,
2t8 1 dr. on t dr., red (No. 309).
3x9 > dr., red.

Holland.—We find that we were correct in 
surmising in our issue of 28 November that

40 4**

1908  UN CENTAVO
45 4«

1908- Type 40, with  o f i c i a l  added under fig u re  o f  
value, overprinted ‘ Habilitado— 1908—* u n  c e n * 
t a v o —  in fo u r  lines, thu s: w ith  Type 4*u
in  black, Type 45 in  red, and surcharged as Type 46 
in  black.

1 c. on 1 p., black and carmine, 
t C. on 1 p. M lake.

Variety. Surcharge (Type 46) reading u n  c e t t a v o .

1 c. on 1 p., black and carmine, 
t c. on 1 p. ,, lake.

S iam .—We have received the third provisional, 
a 9 alts on the 10 atts of 1900. We will illustrate 
the surcharge. Type 56, next week.

47
1908. T> pe 47 surcharged as Type 56, in  b'ack. 

164 9 atu on 10 a., ultramarine.&•
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V ictoria.—In addition to the third shade o f the 
3d. stamp, chronicled in our issue of 22 August, 
1908, we have had a fourth shade, i.e. light 
yellow, shown to us by Mr. Orr*Ewing.

1908. Type 67. Wtttk. Crown and Type 77. 
(a) Per/. 12J or ts x 12$.

*95̂ l3<b» light yellow.

Cotwespondence
Beyrout Postmark
The E ditor o f “  Gibbons Stamp Weeklv ”

SIR ,— In reading the article in the Stamp 
Weekly on “ British Stamps Used Abroad,”  I 
noticed that the authors state that the Beyrout 
cancellation of 1884, a style which was seldom 
used in Great Britain, was never used abroad, 
except at this office. l i  abroad sAso includes the 
colonies, I can correct the statement, as I have 
a copy of the Cape of Good Hope 6d., 1884-90, 
with a similar cancellation. A portion only of 
the obliterating stamp is visible, and shows 
e r l y —88, presumably Kimberly.

I should like to know if this cancellation is 
still in use in Great Britain. It has certainly 
been used recently, as I have a copy of 6d., 
Great Britain, 1902-4, similarly cancelled.

In the issue of the Weekly for 15 February of 
the present year, Mr. W. Ward, in the course of 
his interesting article on Newfoundland, men
tions that Gibbons' Nos. 17 and 17a of this 
colony are placed by most foreign catalogues as 
Nos. 2 and 3. This is most undoubtedly in
correct, as I have a copy of No. 17 showing a 
portion of the “ m ill”  watermark.

Yours truly,
G e o . S o w m a n .

so November, 1908.

G reat Britain
The E ditor o f 1 ‘ Gibbons Stamp Weekly ”

D e a r  S i r ,— I  am obliged by M r. Ewen’s 
courteous letter in your 14 November issue, in 
which he points out that in 1864 the authorities 
decided the corner letters of the 1862 issue were 
too small, and as regards the is., Plate 3 
(marked Plate 2), I would point out that this 
plate was in existence from 16.6.62 till 11.4 .66,

Correction.—We made a rather peculiar mis
take in the chronicle of the new 2^d. in our 
issue of 28 November. Mr. R. W. Gosse has 
pointed out that we illustrated a South Australian

6s

stamp of practically similar design to that of the 
correct illustration, which we now give.

whereas Plate 4, Emblems, the first of the large- 
letter issue, was not put to press until 8.12.64, 
so that Plate 3 must have been kept unused for 
nearly four years. Failing a better reason, doubt
less Mr. Ewen is correct as to its being “ kept in 
reserve.”

I hope other collectors wilt find some point of 
Interest to write upon. The Earl o f Crawford’s 
letter in the same issue shows how much some of 
us still have to learn, and also how beneficial 
knowledge is when given by those who have it, 
and how much pleasure may be derived by fellow 
collectors from the clearing up of uncertain but 
interesting points. I hope in another article to 
go further into the matter.

Yours faithfully,
P l a i n  A n c h o r .

20 November, 1908.

Caym an Islands
The E ditor o f “  Gibbons Stamp Weekly ”

S ir ,— I n W. Ward’s interesting article “ Phila
telic Peculiarities”  (14 .11.08 ), attention is drawn 
to the fact that when Cayman Islands “ Queens 
Head stamps first came out, packets of them, 
unused, were mailed from Georgetown with a 
3d. Jamaica to defray postage and registra
tion, etc. As these stamps first appeared in 
1900, and Cayman Islands was not admitted 
into the Universal Postal Union until 1901, 
Jamaican stamps had to be used, as this group 
was under the postal administration of Jamaica. 
For the first few months these “  Queen’s Heads” 
were only available for postal purposes between 
Grand Cayman, Little Cayman, and Cayman 
Brae, and were, for the time being, local stamps.

T. S. F r a s e r .
L eeds , 14 November, 1908.

Printed by W. B r en  don &  Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s, Ltd. 391 Strand. London, W.( .
is December, 1908.
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Countries of the lUorld
B y  W. P E R C Y  B A R N S D A L L

Greece—continued.
O N I A pril, 1886, three stam ps o f the 

entirely new values o f 25 1. (blue), 
50 1. (green), and 1 dr. (grey) in a 

new design made their appearance. These 
stamps still showed the head o f “  Herm es,”  
but in a sm aller size. T h ey were o f Belgian 
origin, being designed by M . H. H endrickx 
and engraved by M . A . Dorns, the gentle
men who were responsible in a like capacity 
for the current B elgian  issues. E a r ly  in the 
following year the rem aining values were 
issued, viz. I 1., 2 1., 5 1., 10  1 ,  20 1., and 40 1. 
It will be noticed that the earlier denomina
tions o f 30, 60, and 80 1. were omitted. The 
stamps were o f uniform design, except that 
the numerals o f value in the 1 dr. are on a 
lin ed  ground, instead o f a  w h ite  ground as 
shown in the illustration below. T h e  first 
supplies were printed in Belgium  at the 
Government Printing W orks, M alines, and 
the plates were then sent to Athens. In 
1889 the Belgian  supplies com m enced to run 
out and the stock was gradually replaced by 
stamps o f  Athens manufacture. T h e 1 1. 
was the first to appear, in M arch, 1889, 
followed in M ay by the 20 1. and 25 I., in 
June by the 10  1., in A ugust b y  the 5 1., 
whilst the 2 1. and 40 1. were not issued till
1891. T h e  stock o f the higher values lasted 
longer, so that the 1 dr. was not issued till 
18 February, 1895, whilst no Athens print
ing of the 50 1. is known at all.

There is no difficulty in separating the 
two sets, the Athens one being easily dis
tinguished by the inferior m anner in which 
the work was done and from the poor and 
varying colours which were employed. The 
paper o f the Belgian printings is more highly 
surfaced than that o f the Athens, which is 
very rough. T h e latter was waterm arked in 
the sheet with G reek  words signifying 
“ Paper o f  the Pub.ic Service,”  and oc
casionally portions o f  the letters appear on 
the stamps. T h e  B elg ian  stam ps scarcely 
vary in tint, but the shades o f  the Athens, 
with the exception o f  the 40 1. and 1 dr., 
vary considerably, the catalogue listing four

or five o f each value. There are no expen
sive stam ps in either series, so that repre
sentative sets can easily be obtained which 
will show m arked shades and the difference 
in printing at one and the sam e time.

1886-1895. Imperf. 
Belgian print.

1 1., pale brown .
Unused. 
s. d.
0 1

Used. 
s. d. 

0 2
2 1., ochre . 0 9 1 0
5 1., green . 0 0 2

10 1., dull orange 2 0 0 2
20)., carmine 4 0 0 6
25 1., dull blue 2 6 0 2
40 1., purple 7 6 5 0
50 1., bronze-green 2 0 0 2

1 dr., grey. 3 0 0 3

Athens print. 
1 1., black-brown 0 3 0 2
2 1., fawn . 0 4 0
5 1., emerald 0 6 0 2

10 1., orange 0 6 0 2
20 1., pink . 0 6 0 X
25 1., pale blue . 2 0 0 2
40 1., purple 8 0 8 O

1 dr., grey . S 0 0 3

On 13  Jan ., 1893, the 2 S h and 40 1. apeared 
in altered colours, depreciation in the cur
rency calling for a  higher denomination to 
defray foreign p o stag e ; thus the old and new 
values for the single foreign letter rate had 
their colours transposed.

13 Jan., 1893. Same type, Athens print.
Colours changed.

U n u s e d . U s e d .
3. d. s. d.

2 5 1., purple . . . 0 9  0 2
401., blue . . . . 1 0  0 3
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G reece, so  noticeably behind in postal 
matters, did not bother itse lf about perforat
ing its stam ps till shortly after the issue 
o f the sm all “  Herm es ”  type. A ccord
ing to an article b y Dr. Socolis, reviewed in 
T he P h ila te lic  Jo u r n a l o f  G reat B r ita in  
(Jan. 18 9 3 ) :—

It was then that the Government Mint—the 
department in Greece which supervises postal 
matters—resolved upon the introduction o f per
foration. Accordingly a large perforating machine 
was ordered, and this arrived about the beginning 
of 1888. . . . Unfortunately the size of the per
foration squares was not adapted to the size of 
the stamps, which latter were too large, and 
in consequence of this defect the holes o f the 
perforation were struck into the figure of the stamp, 
approaching the centre of the stamp with every 
specimen towards the right side of the sheet. The 
stamps of the last perpendicular row are therefore 
nearly divided by the perforation. In consequence 
of this the perforating process was abandoned 
after a very short time, but not before some of the 
stamps of each value had been operated upon. . .  . 
Some values of the older print were also experi
mented upon. . . . Until 1890 no more perforations 
were executed. Then another attempt was made. 
The authorities procured a  hand machine from 
Leipzig and mounted this in the Post Office at 
Athens, and all sorts of values and issues were 
pretty creditably operated upon.

The first machine, which was subse
quently altered, gauged 13^ and the hand 
m achine 1 1 J ,  and for years stam ps o f i t£  
were quite sca rc e ; but with the appearance 
o f the provisionals in 1900 large quantities 
o f perforated stam ps were “  put on the 
market.”  A t that time “ the G reek Post 
Office would perforate sheets sent in by 
private ind ividuals” ; thus it comes about that 
these stam ps are now com paratively common.

T h e Catalogue lists some o f the first type 
pin-perforated or rouletted, unofficially, 
and also  perf. 1 1 J .  T h e former can un
hesitatingly be neglected b y the general 
collector. A s  regards the latter it must be 
a  m atter o f personal taste, but there is an 
element o f doubt about the official nature of 
such stam ps, and a s  they were only perforated 
years after their first issue im p erf. and after 
an entirely new issue had made its appear
ance, no great detriment will be incurred by 
their omission. In  the following lists the 
prices o f the 1 1 J  gauge are given, and as 
these are cheaper and the stam ps them
selves have a  better appearance than those 
perf. 1 3 J ,  doubtless most collectors would 
take them this way.

1889-91. Same type. Perf, 11£ or 13L 
Belgian print.

Unused. Used.
X . d. X . d.

i 1., pale brown . . 2 0 3 0
2 1., ochre . 6 0
5 1., green . . to 0 10 0

10 l.t dull orange . . 12 0 12 0
20 1., carmine . . . 20 0 20 0
25 1.. dull blue . • *5 0 20 0
40 l.t purple . . l6 0 12 6
50 1., bronze-green . * 1 3 0 4

1 dr., grey • 5 0 0 3
Athens print.

1 1., olive-brown . . 0 2 0 t
2 1., fawn, . . 0 4 0 4
5 1., yellow-green . . O 4 0 1

10 1., ochre-yellow . . I 0 0 l
20 1., pink . . . 1 0 0 1
25 1., bright blue • • 3 6 1 0
25 1., dull purple . . t 0 0 t
40 1., purple • 7 6 7 6
40 1., blue . • . t 0 0 6

1 dr., grey . . 4 0 0 6
( To be continued .)

PLBASB NOTE
Tbs Prices quoted to the foregoing article are taken from our publishers* laieet Stock Books, and 
are, therefore, tbe Prices at wbtcb Stanley Otbbooa, Ltd., will have pleasure In supplying any 
of tbe stamps that may be needed by any of our readers.

Topical notes
B y  C H A R L E S  J .  P H I L L I P S
Am ateur and Dealer

1A S T  week I said a few words under the 
heading “  Am ateur and Professional,” 
arising out o f an editorial o f Mr. 

Crofton’s in the P h ila te lic  Jo u r n a l o f  In d ia .
T his week I wish to deal with the latter 

portion of Mr. Crofton’s rem arks, in the 
course o f which he m akes a  by no means 
thinly veiled attack upon some of the lead
ing mem bers o f the R .P .S .L .

Mr. Crofton, in the course o f his remarks, 
divides dealers into about five classes :—

1st. T h e dealer with a shop front and a 
bold advertiser.

2nd. T he dealer with no shop and a  small 
advertiser.

3rd. T h e man who professes not to be a 
dealer, but who makes a good income 
from stamps.

4th. T he man who is constantly making 
new collections in order to sell them at 
a  profit.

5th. Private dealers who are o f no use to 
anybody, including speculators in new 
issues, etc. etc.

Mr. Crofton claim s that his C lass 3 is 
well represented in the R oyal Philatelic 
Society. W ith this I quite disagree. I have 
the pleasure and honour o f knowing nearly 
all the leading collectors in the R .P .S . 
personally, and am ong them I number some 
o f m y best friends, and I am  in a  position to
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assure Mr. Crofton that there is hardly a 
collector in the Society w ho m akes a  g o o d  
income fro m  stam ps.

There have been, and I trust there alw ays 
will be, collectors in the Society o f great 
philatelic ability, and whose desires often 
outrun their income. There are m any men 
who take up a  country or a  group of 
countries, and in a  few years they have 
exhausted all there is to learn about the 
stamps o f their group ; are these gentlem en 
to be termed “ d ea lers” if they decide to 
sell such collections and turn their energies 
to pastures new ?

Such argum ents and m any others used by 
Mr. Crofton in this article appear to me to be 
futile in the extreme.

Mr. Crofton further states :—
“  W hen a dealer employs a man, that man 

is an employd o f the trade . . . and in our 
opinion any one who is paid for his writing 
by a stamp firm is undoubtedly a profes
sional . . .  we look upon any attem pt to put 
them on a  higher plane than ordinary deal
ing as suprem ely ridiculous."

Now, I think that Mr. Crofton goes too 
far here, and that not only are his rem arks 
in bad taste, but they are also unsound.

First o f all, what is a  “ dea ler” ?
Cham bers's D ictio n a ry  says : “  One who 

deals—a trader.”
And to “  deal ”  is to “  transact business." 

Now, the R .P .S . says in e ffe ct: “ Our Society 
must consist o f am ateurs.”

Then in its well-considered regulations it 
goes on to say that it does not bar any one 
from being a  m em ber who acts as  compiler, 
author, or editor o f any publication, as long 
as they are not d ealers in stamps.

According to Mr. Crofton, the R .P .S .  must 
bar such men as Mr. Bacon, who has written 
several handbooks, M ajor E van s and Mr. 
Castle, who edit magazines, sim ply because 
these gentlemen, whose time is valuable, 
accept remuneration for work o f this nature.

I f  one carried out Mr. Crofton’s Utopian 
ideas the Society would probably lose nine- 
tenths o f its members, and these the very 
men who have helped the Society to attain its 
present position.

Surely Mr. Crofton cannot argue that the 
mere fact o f writing handbooks or editing 
papers is “ d e a lin g ”  or transacting business 
in stam ps ; and yet that is what he seems 
to suggest.

1909 Catalogue
T h e  new Catalogues for 1909 are in pre
paration, and Volum e II (Foreign Countries) 
will be issued first. It is hoped that this 
part will be ready by 1 Jan u ary next, and 
p rep a id  orders can now be booked, and the 
Catalogues will be sent out in the order they 
are booked. Prices will be the sam e as last 
y e a r : Part I (G reat Britain and Colonies),

ready in February next, price 2S. 9d. post 
free ; Part II  (Foreign Countries), ready 
about 14  January, price 2s. iod. post free.

In Part II  there will be about 36 extra 
pages and a number o f alterations in prices, 
as well as m any improvements that will, I 
.trust, render the Catalogue of still greater 
use to collectors than it has been in the 
past.

The F irst  Spanish Philatelic Congress
I do  not think that much attention has 
been given to this congress in the British 
philatelic journals, and I therefore publish 
copious extracts from a translation from 
E l  M a d rid  F ila t/lic o  o f the proceedings, 
which m ay be o f some little interest at the 
present time owing to the forthcoming con
gress in Manchester.

Notice to Collectors o f Everyth ing except 
Stam ps

A m o n g st  the m any thousands of my readers 
there must be m any who are interested in 
other objects in addition to stamps, and I 
therefore propose from time to time to g ive 
the actual prices realized at auction in 
London for various item s o f interest.

Violins
O n 25 Novem ber last, M essrs. Glendining 
and Co., Lim ited (7 A rgy ll Street, Oxford 
Circus, London, W.), sold a collection o f 
violins, etc., the following being the chief 
prices realized :—

£  s. d.
An Italian violin, by D’Espine . . 12 10 o
A violin, by Fendt of Paris . . 6 0 0
A fine old Italian violin . . 8 0 0
A fine old violin, labelled Bergonzi . 5 0 0  
An Italian violin, by Gaetanus Gag- 

liano, powerful tone . . . 1 1  10 o
A fine violin, by J .  B. Vuillaume, 1874 24 o o 
A  fine violoncello, by Barak Norman,

1725, with bow, in case, and pedi
gree .................................................  13 10 0

An excellent old violin, labelled Nicolas 
Amatus, with Tubb’s bow, in case . 1 1  10 o 

A fine old violin, by Joseph (Filius 
Andrea) Guamerius, with guarantee 
of Mr. Bruckner . . . . 95 o o

A fine Italian violin, by A. D’ Espine, 
in perfect condition, in case, with 
receipt for j£8o . . . . 40 o o

An English violoncello, by Paul Voigt,
M a n c h e ste r ........................................4 17 6

An old Italian violin, labelled Carlo
Bergonzi, with bow, in case . , 8 1 5 0

An Italian viola, with how, in case . 5 0 0
A fine old Italian violin . . . 15 o o

Auction Prices
S o  far as  the season has gone, prices seem 
to be an improvement upon last year’s, and 
M essrs. Glendining an a  Co. realized the 
following at the sale on 17  and 18 November, 
at their galleries, 7 A rgyll Street, Regent 
Street, London, W .
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M essrs. G lendining’s success is no doubt 
due to two facts :—

First. T h ey  print their catalogues five to 
six weeks before each sale, and send a large 
number to the best buyers in Europe and 
Am erica, and frequently have hundreds o f 
bids on their books before the sale com
mences. In addition there are m any com 
missions sent to the various agents in 
London.

Second. T h ey  send a  large number o f 
lots o f each sale to selected buyers in the 
country, who are thus enabled to send much 
better bids than if  they had to depend on 
descriptions.

T h e following were som e o f  the better 
prices rea lized :—

L  r. d.
Great Britain, I .R . Official, Queen,

5s., used. . . . . . 3 1 7 6
Great Britain, l .R . Official, Queen,

ios., u s e d .......................... 5 0 0
Great Britain, Admiralty, 2 jd ., Type 2,

m i n t .................................................3 5 0
Levant, 1906, id. on 2d., used . . 5 0 0
Sicily, 1859, 4 g. (2), I g. (2), 2 g. (3),

S g- (5). 10 g. (2), 20 g. (4), and
50 g. (1), all mint . . . - 7 5 0

Sicily, 1859, i  g. (2), Ig .( l) ,5 g .  (4),
20 g. (2), all unused, and I g. (4),
2 g. (3), and 5 and 10 g., used . 4 18 o

Sicily, 1859, i  g ., 1 g. (4), 2 g. (3),
5 g- (4). >o g. (3 ), and 20 g. (2),
u s e d .......................................................5 0 0

Sicily, 1859, 5 g ., brick-red, mint hori
zontal pair, rare piece . . . 4 0 0

Sicily, 1859, 50 g., brown-lake, re
touched plate, fine unused copy . 3 12 o

Pahang, 1890, 8 c., orange, mint . 3 0 0
Perak, 1883, 1 c. on 2 c., rose, mint . 8 0 0  
Sungei Ujong, 1878, 2 c., brown, un

used .....................................................1 1 0 0
Sungei Ujong, 1878, 8 c., orange . 4 0 0
British South Africa, id. on 3d., mint. 3 0 0
Cape, Is., pale green, pair . . . 5 15 o
Lagos, 1884, ios., lilac-brown, mint . 1 1  0 0  
Lagos, 1904, ios., single C A , mint . 5 0 0  
Natal, 1859, no wmk., perf. 14, id ., 

red, mint block of twenty-five . 5 15 o
Trinidad, i860, no wmk., clean-cut 

perfs., 4d., brown-lilac, strip of six,
m i n t ..................................................6 15  o

Trinidad, i860, no wmk., clean-cut 
perfs., 6d., deep yellow-green, block
of six, m i n t ............................................ 7 1 7 6

Trinidad, i860, no wmk., clean-cut 
perfs., 6d., pale yellow-green, block 
o f six, m i n t .............................................9 5 0

Collections Wanted
D u r in g  this present year we have pur
chased m any more collections than in an y 
previous year since w e have been in busi
ness. W e have not kept a  record, but it has 
been no uncommon thing to buy ten to 
twenty collections in a  week, and we find 
such a dem and that we are  prepared to pur
chase double the number.

There is no limit o f p r ic e ; we will buy a 
collection for £  1 or one f o r / 10,000, or more 
—IF the price is right.

In sending a  collection for sale, it is in all 
cases necessary for the owner to fix the low
est price at which he can sell, and, naturally, 
the lower the price the more chance there is 
that business can be effected.

The Postage Stamps of Belgium
T h ese  stam ps have alw ays been rather 
popular in this country, and I cannot call 
to mind any really first-class article upon 
them in any magazine printed in English . 
T he handbook issued by J .  B . M oens is, o f 
course, a  m asterpiece, but no doubt there 
are m any o f m y readers who do not possess 
this work or who cannot read French.

1 am therefore pleased to announce that 
I have arranged for a  very important and 
exhaustive article, which will be written in 
French by M onsieur Ch. de Bont, Secretary 
o f the Philatelic C lub o f Brussels, and which 
will be translated by M r. Fran k  Phillips, 
and com mence in the first num ber o f our 
new volume.

Description of New Stock Books arranged
and priced during the last week

In d ia .
T w o  fine books have just been rearranged. 
Owing to the largely  increased dem and for 
Indian stam ps (caused, no doubt, by the 
issue o f  the fine handbook o f the Philatelic 
Society o f India), I found that our stock 
was selling out very quickly, but 1 have been 
able to m ake som e good purchases o f par
cels o f the older stam ps, and the result is 
that these new books contain a rea lly  fine 
lot o f stamps.

T h e 1854-55  issues are unusually fine, 
both in used and unused, and include a  num
ber o f blocks, portions o f sheets showing the 
inscriptions, etc. etc. T h e 4 annas are a  nice 
lot and include a  num ber o f pairs, among 
them being four pairs with w avy  blue line 
between the stam ps and four pairs o f the 
second setting with the stam ps 6 |  mm. 
apart.

There are also a  number o f the different 
retouches d iscovered b y Mr. H ausburg on 
the £ and 1 anna stam ps, and explained fully 
in the handbook.

T h e  later issues are very  com plete in all 
shades and varieties.

Colom bia.

T w o extrem ely fine books h ave just been 
rearranged. T h ese  include the old collection 
which I described recently, and the result is 
a  finer lot o f these interesting stam ps than we 
have had in our possession for m any years, 
past.
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The Stamps of Samoa — c o n tin u e d
B y  D. C. G.

ON  26 Janu ary, 1894, the permanent 
5d. stam p was issued, printed in red, 
and o f  a  rather p leasing design, the 

main feature o f which was a  large white 
cross. T h is  stamp was at first perforated 
l z x n j ,  but in 1895 appeared perforated 
11  ; it is much com moner with the latter 
than with the former perforation.

On 28 Janu ary, 1895, the 2d. stam p 
made its appearance with the overprint 
“  Surcharged i jd .”  T h is stam p also  exists 
with both the above-mentioned perforations. 
The surcharge was at first printed in p a le  
blue, but later on in b rig h t u ltram arin e. 
According to M essrs. S tan ley Gibbons’ 
Catalogue the stamps with the surcharge in 
the latter colour are reprints. T h is, how
ever, can scarcely be correct, as used copies 
of the stam p with the overprint in the u ltra - 
m arine shade are known. T here  are  two 
shades o f this stamp, y e llo w  and orange, 
and the line dividing the “ l ”  and “ 2 ”  o f 
“ j ” varies considerably in the angle at 
which it slopes. T he stam p is known with 
double surcharge.

The 2d. stamp was also  issued on the 
same day, surcharged “  R  3d. ”  in two lines, 
for use on registered letters. T h is  also 
exists in both the y e llo w  and the orange 
shade, and with the two perforations 
i 2 X i i §  and 1 1 .  It m ay be found with 
double surcharge—an uncatalogued variety 
—with both perforations. It is stated in 
one or two catalogues that this stam p (per
forated 1 1 ) ,  surcharged in g reen , is a  re
print. T h is, however, is not so. On being 
asked as to the status o f the stam p with the 
green  surcharge, the postm aster replied that 
no reprints o f the later stam ps had been 
made, and that “  the 3d. stam p, surcharged 
in green, on 2d., yellow, was printed on 
7 February, 1900.” T h e post office was 
closed on 28 February o f that year, on 
Samoa being divided between G erm any and 
the United States.

There was, therefore, an interval o f  three 
weeks during which the stam p with the 
green  surcharge was current. T o  clinch 
the matter envelopes have been seen franked 
with the stam p with g reen  surcharge, and 
posted during this period. T h e stam p is 
fairly easily  obtainable unused, thanks to 
the aspersions cast upon its character ; but 
used copies are exceedingly scarce, which 
is only natural, considering that it was in 
use for so short a  period.

In the year 1898 or 1899 the 2§d. stam ps 
— the value most in dem and— ran short, 
and, pending the arrival o f  a  fresh supply, 
provisionals were created. T h ese were as

fo llow s: W ith “  Surcharged 2 jd . ”  in two 
lines, in black, on the shilling stamp (both 
rose and carm ine sh a d e s) ; in red, on the 
shilling stam p (rose shade o n ly ) ; in red , on 
the id . , g r e e n ; and in black, on the 2S. 6d., 
m auve. T h e  most important varieties are 
the 2|d. on id . with inverted surcharge, 
and tlie 2§d., in black, on the shilling stam p 
with double surcharge—a  variety not cata
logued b y M essrs. Stan ley Gibbons. A  
minor variety which occurs several times on 
the sheet o f all these surcharged stam ps is 
one which has a  tall, square stop instead 
o f the ordinary sm all stop after the “ d ” 
o f “  2 jd .”  T h e  overprint was probably struck 
on three stam ps at a  time side by side. T h is 
would account for the three minor varieties 
differing in the angle at which the diagonal 
line o f the fraction is set. Unused, these 
stam ps with the normal surcharge are quite 
common, but they are rather scarce in the 
used condition.

In  1899 the £d. and id . stam ps o f the 
palm  tree type appeared printed in g reen  
and red-brow n  respectively, instead o f  in 
b ro w n -vio let and g reen . T h ese  two stam ps 
also  are much scarcer used than unused.

In the sam e year the whole o f the then 
current set o f stam ps was overprinted pro
visional govt, in sans-serif type, in two 
lines, the overprint being in re d  on the id .,  
2d., 4d., and 2s. 6d., and in blue on the re
m aining values. T h ese stam ps are quite com 
mon unused, as considerable rem ainders have 
come on the market, but are com paratively 
scarce in used condition. T h e raison  d 'e tre  
o f this issue has never been satisfactorily ex
plained, an d  it is probable that the object o f 
the issue was to raise m oney from philatelists 
rather than to serve any real postal purpose.

A s mentioned before, in the early months 
o f 1900 Sam oa was partitioned between 
G erm any and the United States, when the 
existing postal service was suppressed, and 
stam ps issued under the respective authori
ties o f the two countries becam e current.

In the islands given over to the control o f 
the United States ordinary unsurcharged 
Am erican stam ps were issued and are still 
in use. T h ese  stam ps, o f  course, can only 
be recognized by the postm ark. T he ordinary 
type o f obliteration em ployed is a  duplex 
postm ark consisting o f a  large circle having, 
e.g., Pago pago (the ch ief port o f Tutuila) 
at the top o f  the circle and SAMOA at the 
bottom, with the date, e.g. JUL 25 1906 5 pm , 
in four lines in the centre, and an oval made 
up o f seven short parallel lines, with a thick 
curved line at the top and bottom o f the 
oval.
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T he German Government, however, issued 
a  special set o f stam ps for use in the portion 
o f Sam oa ceded to Germ any. T his series 
consisted of the current Germ an stam ps o f 
the 1889 issue surcharged “ S a m o a” diagon
ally, reading upwards, o f the values o f 3, 5, 
10, 20, 25, and 50 pfennig.

The 3 pfennig is found in two shades, 
brow n  and yello^o-brow n , the 5 pfennig in 
green  and dark g reen , and the 20 pfennig in 
u ltram arin e  and d a rk  blue. In each case 
the last-mentioned shade is about twice as 
scarce as the first. Som e extrem e specialists 
divide these stam ps into two sets, with brown
ish and with white gum, and also distinguish 
between a thick and a thin lettered sur
charge— such difference being caused only 
b y the amount o f ink used in printing. The 
stam ps o f this set are considerably scarcer 
used than unused. In neither condition do 
they seem to be plentiful and it is not un
likely that they will considerably appreciate 
in value in the near future.

Later in 1900 the permanent set o f the 
ordinary German Colonial type with a ship 
in full steam made its appearance. T h is set

J\ Christmas Dea
B y  W. W A R D

I  F E L T  contented with m yself, and inci
dentally, the world at large. M aybe it 
was that feeling o f “  Goodwill towards 

men ” that seems to quite grip one at this great 
season o f the year. I was sitting in front o f 
m y office fire with no other com pany than 
that o f a  cigar. It was near nine o’clock, 
and my clerk had gone home. It had been 
about the heaviest Christm as E v e  I could 
remember. Curiously, this year most o f m y 
customers, the regular ones, had not gone 
aw ay for the holidays, declaring that they 
could not afford to do so. Nevertheless, 
they had “  afforded ”  to m ake complete 
wrecks o f some o f my best and most 
specialized stock books. N o  wonder I felt 
at peace with m y fellow-creatures.

Though my clients were not spending the 
last week o f the year aw ay from their daily 
surroundings, I had arranged to go down 
into the M idlands to stay with an old friend. 
Because o f this, I had now stayed after 
closing hours to balance m y books, since 
I should be aw ay all the following week, 
otherwise I should have followed m y clerk, 
who, perhaps now, would be arranging the 
festivities and garlandage o f his suburban 
home. M y books closed, I was enjoying 
a  well-earned smoke and retrospective 
thoughts as to the day’s happenings. There 
was my United States stock book that 
I fondly anticipated sending across the 
“ p o n d ” to an Am erican customer. It

contains the usual values, nam ely 3, 5, 10, 
20, 25, 30, 40, 50, and 80 pfennig, and 1, 2, 3, 
and 5 m ark stamps. These stam ps also are 
scarcest in the used condition.

T he cancellation mark used by the German 
post office in Sam oa consists o f two con
centric circles, intersected across the middle 
by two parallel lines a short distance apart 
from one another. In the top label thus 
formed is the town name, e.g. apia , in the 
bottom label (Samoa) with a star before 
and after it, while the date is inserted in 
figures across the centre.

Specialists should note that unsurcharged 
Germ an stam ps m ay be found duly used 
in Sam oa, since the Germ an consulate at 
A pia for some years conducted a  post o f its 
own. Such stamps, o f course, can only be 
distinguished by the postm arks, o f which 
one or two types exist, and are o f a  sim ilar 
character to our own British stam ps used 
abroad.

N ote.—The writer wishes to acknowledge his indebted* 
ness to Messrs. Whitfield King and Co., o f Ipswich, for in* 
formation on several points connected with Samoan stamps.

would be o f little use to send now, for had 
not S . picked it to pieces ?

M y carefully arranged book o f  Niger 
Coast— one that not another dealer in town 
could touch— broken, broken b y J .  and M. 
M y mint Jam aica  “  P ineapples”  ruined com
pletely by the “ doctor,”  who had also  spoiled 
the sym m etry o f m y O range Free  States
and R iver Colony. M y lovely------ W hat’s
th at? Som e one has com e in the outer 
office. Som e “  chum ”  com e to look me up, 
I guess.

“  Com e in ! ”
H ard ly  had I com m anded when into my 

inner office stepped a  tall man in a  great
coat with fur cuffs and collar. On his head 
was one o f the largest and m ost peculiarly 
shaped “ T r ilb y ”  hats I had ever seen. 
Though he must have pulled fifteen stone, 
besides being over six  feet in height, his 
headgear was large enough for a  giant 
three tim es as  big.

I intended to at once ask him to sit down, 
but he forestalled m y hospitality.

“  O f course, you know that this is some
what after our office hours ? Still, what may 
be m y pleasure o f doing for you this even
ing, s ir ? ”  I asked m y late visitor.

“ A s you are a  stam p dealer, I presume 
you purchase stam p s?’ ’ he answered in a 
quiet voice, and with as  little concern as 
if we had been in the midst o f a  colloquy.

“  Certainly,”  I said. “  Though against my
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rules to transact any casual business after 
hours, I am perfectly willing to inspect what 
you have for disposal.”

Unbuttoning his enormous coat, he pro
ceeded to withdraw a dark  red wallet from 
an inner pocket. “  W hilst travelling re
cently in H olland I picked up h alf a  sheet 
of the 1872 issue o f the two-and-a-half 
gulden.”

Thus speaking, he handed me a pane o f 
fifty or so o f these stam ps. 1 was feeling 
about on my desk for m y eyeglasses, which 
I generally take off when smoking. Som e
how or other I had m islaid them, so holding 
the sheet so that the light reflected on the 
stamps, I intended to ju st give a  casual 
glance to ascertain their condition. No 
sooner did I see them properly than I 
noticed that the K in g 's  head w a s in verted  
on every  stam p /

“  T hey’ re in rather nice condition, are 
they n o t? ” rem arked the stranger.

“  E r — yes— er— very,” I replied, with great 
difficulty, for the sight had com pletely stag
gered me. I had never even known, let 
alone seen, this error before.

“ Are they worth h a lf a  sovereign apiece 
to y o u ?”

W orth h a lf a sovereign 1 Worth ten shil
lings ! W ere they worth a hundred times 
ten shillings ? Yes, and more. But perhaps 
this man did not know o f their value ; per
haps he even did not know of the fact that 
the heads were inverted ! Still, he seem s to 
have an idea that they are  good stam ps, and 
besides, he mentioned the date o f their issue. 
I must tread carefully, I thought. Perhaps 
it would be better to test his knowledge, so 
reaching down my “ g re e n ”  Gibbons, I 
turned to the N etherlands. “ See,”  I said, 
“ they’re not catalogued very much m ore 
than the price you ask.”

He looked at where m y finger was point
ing, turned over the next page, and back 
again.

“  W ell, how much will you g ive me ? A re  
they worth eight shillings each to you ? ”

E igh t shillings ! W hy, the fool was com ing 
down, instead o f going up on account o f their 
rarity. I was just going to say I would give 
that figure when the thought came to me, 
Perhaps if I g ive him what he asks, he m ay 
think there’s som ething about them, ana 
give them a  careful looking over. It was 
very evident he had not studied them very 
much.

“  I ’ll give you seven shillings each.”
“  Split the difference and they are yours,” 

he answered.
N ervously drawing out my cheque-book, 

for m y good fortune had quite excited me, I 
made to draw  the amount, when he stopped 
me.

“  I f  it is all the same to you, I would pre
fer gold."

“ W ell, if I can m anage it,” I replied.
I could just do it from m y pocket, though 

I had to m ake up with a couple o f “  fivers,” 
having only some nine pounds in coin. 
Luckily, as it turned out, m y assistant had 
been unable, during the pressure o f business 
in the early noon, to go  to the bank, so I 
had sufficient, besides several good cheques 
o f m y customers to meet alm ost any oppor
tunity that might present itself. Ju st as I was 
counting over the coins I heard m y outer 
office door click and what sounded like a 
book fall. I started up, but m y visitor imme
diately apologized for not shutting the door 
after him, so I did not go to see what had 
occasioned the slight noise.

C hecking over the amount, m y “ T rilb ied ” 
visitor thanked me, wished the season’s 
greetings, and assured me that I need not 
trouble to see him to the outer door. F e a r
ing that I might have given way to too 
m any profuse thanks, etc., I allowed him 
to depart unattended.

A s  soon as I heard the door bang to, and 
the footsteps descend the stairs, gradually 
grow ing fainter until they were lost to m y 
ears altogether, I sat still. But the next 
minute I caught hold o f the sheet o f stam ps. 
I must have been bom  under a  lucky star. 
N ever had I had such a  b argain —such a  
scoop. A n d  they had cost practically no
thing. W hat would m y trade contem po
raries L . and N . sa y ?  Then I fell to  
wondering what, and how much, should 
I charge for them. Perhaps it would be 
better to break up the sheet and sell in ones 
and twos, and not let any one know how 
m any there were. Surely i f  I were careful 1 
could easily  net £  100 each— nay, I m ight 
get ^ 2 0 0  apiece i f  I took m y time over their 
selling. I could let m y agen t in A m ster
dam  have one— yes, on ly one— to show 
round and get the Dutch collectors to b e
com e more than anxious to procure it. 
W hilst thus gloating over the great and 
glorious possibilities o f  the future, I stretched 
to take a  box o f m atches o ff the m antel
piece, when m y hand touched m y eye
glasses. Putting them on, 1 caught up the 
pane o f  stam ps from the desk to give them 
a very  careful overhauling as  to their m int
ness, when, good Lord ! m y hands trembled, 
and I dropped them. T h ey  were forgeries. 
A ll m y hopes and future g o n e ! Picking them 
up from the floor, I fretfully scanned them. 
T h ey  were evidently printed in fours from a 
quadruple zincotype facsim ile o f the *two 
gulden fifty cents. H ard ly  knowing w hy I 
did, I opened the door that led into m y 
outer office or shop. T h e sight that met 
m y eyes was like an imprisoned man being 
punished for some offence during his con
finement. T h e counter, the shelves, the 
cash-register—all were cleared, all g o n e ! 
N ow  I knew the reason o f the outside door
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clicking and the dropping o f  that book. 
T h e man in the T rilb y  had had a  confeder
ate, or confederates, and he had kept m y at
tention while they ransacked the outer office.

H ere was I, in the midst o f jo y  one 
moment, the next, with all m y hopes and 
pleasure dashed aside.

W hy had 1 been so conservative ? W h y 
had I not bought that safe when the agent 
tried to persuade me only last w eek? Oh, 
why did I not at least keep m y stock books i 
inside m y private office instead o f in the 
shop ? True, I had a  paltry few hundreds ] 
at the bank, but what was that without m y | 
stock? M y stock that had taken twenty 
years and more to gather in the perfection I 
had it. S inking into m y chair I closed m y I 
eyes, thinking to ease m y mind at least a  I 
little. H ardly had I shut m y eyes when I I 
received a hearty sm ack on m y back.

“  Now, old sleepy ! Good jo b  I was pass- . 
ing, or you might have slept to-m orrow in.”  I

T h e  speaker was none other than my 
great friend Ja c k  Layburg.

“ Ja c k , old chap, I ’ve had a  great loss. 
I ’ve been duped— m ug’d— over som e bally
‘ fakes,’ while------  B u t com e and look
h e r e ! ”  I said, catching hold o f  his arm 
and draw ing him to the door. Look at 
m y----- ”

T h e  sight that met m y eyes caused me to 
stop. Everyth ing was in p la ce ; nothing had 
been touched ! Rushing back, I looked over 
m y desk for the half-sheet o f inverted head 
tw o-and-half gulden 1875  H olland. There 
were none to be seen. I counted m y money. 
It was in full— I had spent none.

So  after all it was only a  dream , though 
it took m e som e minutes to realize that I 
had dream t of a  bargain  and lost it. I told 
m y chum, and o f course he roared. Still I 
had learnt something. First, not to trust 
to m y eyes, and secondly, to keep m y stock 
in safes.

J\ Hovel Competition
I N G .S . IV . for 19  Septem ber last we 

announced a  competition with all en
tries to be sent in by 1 Decem ber. 

T h is  has proved a  great success, and we 
have had a  very large number o f form s

to go  over. W e are now able to announce 
the awards.

T h e  following is the list o f stam ps sent in 
b y  the “  Office B oy,”  and under each one we 
place his idea of what the stam ps represent

A Pleesman Bufler Bill Unkel Remus Queer Hardie

Supbraget Butee Show Suphragets after the E r f . Watin for a Tram in a Fog Suphraget Droppin
on Man
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Our Lidy of the Sr.ows Paikkin chikkens in Venus hclpin the Cook
a hot kitchen

Mr. Monki Bran, 
won't wash cloze

Sampel of Wot Vasko sore goin' home
Lundin Water after a nite of it

L.C.C. Stemsbote

E. Pie or Nix. 
the Erly Burd

Hakkensmit Restlin

Naturally most o f the entries come from 
subscribers in Great Britain, but there are 
also some from Switzerland, India, New 
South W ales, O range R iver Colony, Canada, 
Cape Colony, Berm uda, Jam aica, etc.

The winners are as follows :—

is t  Prize. S e ts  of Stam ps value £ 3 .
Mr. E. W. Herhkrt,

35 Wembdon Road,
Bridgwater,

Somerset.

2nd Prize. P ackets o f Stam ps value £ 2 . 
M rs. E. M. K in g sle y ,

Maycroft,
Meopham, Kent.

3rd Prize. Publications value £ 1 .
(Note.—Two of the competitors were so close 

that we could not distinguish between them, and 
award this prize to each of the following):—

Mr. S. E. Schutz,
Broadmoor,

Crowthorne,
Berks.

Mr. J. Weddrrburn Wilson,
39 Ullet Road,

Sefton Park,
Liverpool.

*  *
*

*

T he following competitors stand next in 
order of merit: —

Rev. J .  F. Jennett; Miss M. Milne; Mr. F.
R. Jennett; Mr. A. J .  Hammond.

I n  m aking the awards we note that No. 1 has 
been given correctly by every  competitor.

Nos. 10, 12 , 15, 16, 18, 20, and 23 have 
been given correctly by quite h alf o f the 
competitors, and the ones that have been 
found most to differ from the idea of the 
“ Office B o y ”  have been Nos. 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 
9, and 22. _______

A  V E R Y  H A N D S O M E  P R E S E N T
Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties. A grand packet, 

every stamp being different and genuine, and thus 
forming a ehoice collection in itself, 

post-free and registered.

T H E  Y O V N C  
C O L L E C T O R 'S  P A C K E T

No. 66, 500 varieties, is strongly recommended 
as the cheapest collection of 500 different Stamps 
ever offered—the Stamps could not be bought 
separately for three times the marvellously low 
price at which it is now offered. The Stamps, etc., 
are clean, picked specimens fit for any collection. 
The best 500 varieties in the trade.

4s. id., post-free,
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C.
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Some Popular Stamps
B y  “ S E M I C O L O N ”

T H E  phenomenal dem and for the recent 
Canadian Tercentenary issue has 
shown that, in spite o f the denuncia

tions o f the Philatelic Press, the day o f the 
com memorative stamp is not yet over. In 
view o f this fact, it is interesting to inquire 
why it is that some stam ps are so much 
more popular than others, and on considera
tion it is evident that m any causes must 
conduce to this popularity.

T h e first requisite for a  popular stam p is 
that the design must be o f  general interest. 
The most popular designs with E n glish  col
lectors are perhaps the portraitsof mem bers o f

the R oyal Fam ily  other than Queen Victoria 
and K in g  Edw ard. These last are  excepted, 
as they are so often portrayed on stam ps ; 
but until the appearance o f the above-m en
tioned Canadian stam ps the portraits o f the

Prince and Princess o f W ales were only to 
be found on stam ps o f the current N ew 
foundland series, and even now the only 
portrait o f Prince Ed w ard  is on the 4 c. o f 
the sam e series. T he latter has been, since 
its issue in 1897, the most popular portrait 
stam p, and bids fa ir to continue so  for m any 
years to come, no stam p in a  collection 
evoking more adm iration from lady friends

than this portrait o f the “ baby Prince.”  
Perhaps a  more up-to-date one o f the Prince

in the uniform o f a cadet would be still 
more popular.

It is also necessary for the success o f a 
stam p that the printing be well executed, the 
colouring tasteful, and the design not too

elaborate. M ost countries are now careful 
not to offend in the matter o f printing, though 
the Christchurch Exhibition stam ps o f New 
Zealand are an excep
tion. A s  to colouring, a 
set o f stam ps in single 
colours is more effective 
than a gaudy bicoloured 
series such as that o f 
French Congo for 1900.
W hen the design for a  
stam p contains much 
sm all detail it often shows 
to  b e t t e r  a d v a n t a g e  
printed in black with a 
c o lo u r e d  fram e, and 
m any very  popular stam ps are printed in 
this w ay, notably the pictorial issues o f the 
Congo State. T h e  stam ps o f Portuguese

N yassa  for 19 0 1, however, reverse this 
arrangem ent, the frame being in black, while 
the design, consisting o f a  giraffe for the low 
values and a  group of cam els for the high 
values, is printed in such colours as green, 
blue, or mauve ' In spite o f the incongruity 
o f blue giraffes and m auve cam els, these 
stam ps are very popular, but they would 
undoubtedly look more artistic if printed on 
the “  central-design-in-black ”  principle. A 
colour schem e which collectors could well 
dispense with is that o f the current 4 c. of 
the Republic o f Panam a, which is printed in 
carm ine, blue, green, and orange. Over-
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elaborateness o f design is indulged in by 
artists who try  to reduce into the small space 
at their disposal a  view which could only be 
properly displayed on a  large canvas, and 
which, when shown on a stam p, can hardly 
be seen without the aid o f a  powerful m agni
fying-glass. A  very popular stam p, in the 
production o f which good printing and sober 
colouring are associated with a sim ple design, 
is the id ., red, o f Jam aica, bearing a  view of 
the Llandovery Kails.

As a  general rule, a  stam p in any way 
peculiar will be popular with general collec
tors. Such stam ps as  the Cape triangulars 
and the small id . stam ps o f Victoria are 
popular, not because o f any special beauty 
o f design, but because o f the peculiarity o f 
their shape. N early  all the com m em orative 
stamps now produced are  large, and in most 
cases oblong in shape ; and as such issues 
are prim arily made to sell to collectors, this 
shape m ay be taken as  an index o f what is 
most popular with them. T h e recently issued 
stamps o f E cuador go  a  step further than

P O S T A G E  ;j

T>|

those o f other countries, for, in addition to 
the usual oblong pictorials, there are several 
perfo rated  triangular stam ps, which will cer
tainly sell in target quantities.

It will be found on exam ination that an y 
popular stamp which is not particularly d is
tinguished by beauty o f colouring or engrav
ing is sought after because the design it 
bears is not often seen on stam ps. M ap 
stamps are very popular for this reason, as

very few countries have yet issued them ; 
indeed, it is surprising that such designs are 
not m ore general, when we consider the

great dem and for such stam ps as the Canada 
“  M ap o f  the- W orld ” and the map stam ps 
o f Panam a and the Dominican Republic. 
Stam ps bearing zoological subjects, though 
more often met with, are in great request, 
probably because o f the fascination which 
the anim als them selves have for the average 
mortal. Here, again , those countries which 
desire to turn an honest penny have still a 
large field for enterprise ; a  few more snakes 
and fish might be added to our “  Philatelic

Z o o ”  jn spite o f the invectives o f N ew Issue 
chroniclers, and our collections would be 
still m ore attractive.

T h e  greatest requisite o f all for the popu
larity o f  a  stam p is that it must be cheap. 
T h is is so obvious that little need be said on 
the subject. It is not within the province o f 
this article to go  into the question as to why 
Australians are  so popular, or why the 
stam ps o f other countries are m ore popular 
at one time than at another, our business 
being chiefly with the popularity o f stam ps 
with the general collector who wishes to 
m ake his collection attractive to non-collec
tors. It will, however, be seen from the 
foregoing paragraphs that cheapness is not 
the only essential for a  popular stamp.

I f  those gentlem en who, on the arrival o f 
each pictorial new issue, m ake scathing re
m arks about “  pictorial rubbish,” would only 
realize that the pictorial stam p has come to 
stay, and that it is a  good thing for our 
hobby that it is so, they could devote their 
valuable time to stopping the flow o f new 
colours and surcharge varieties from those 
philatelic volcanoes, Paraguay and N icar
agua, and would earn the everlasting grati
tude o f  philatelists. Let them realize that 
there are som e folks who cannot collect 
Syd n ey Views and “  Post O ffice”  Mauritius, 
and also  that, leaving out the pecuniary side 
o f the question, there are som e who do not
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even wish to. T h ese latter wish all new 
issues to be artistic and interesting (as 
regards the design), but do not want them to 
appear too frequently. Much m ay be done 
to obtain the issue o f artistic stam ps by

editors o f philatelic journals, and when they 
fake up the work collectors m ay begin to 
look forward to the time when the majority 
o f stam ps in their collections will be works 
o f art, and not the m inority as at present.

Tbe Philatelic Concjness of $at?ago$$a
T ra n sla ted  from  the “ M a d rid  F ila te lic o ”  by E R N E S T  P H I L L I P S

Secon d Session o f  the Congress.

T H E  session opened at half-past three, 
under the presidency o f Don Francisco 
C arreras Candi.

Senor Palhirdd read an article on “ A 
Philatelic Dictionary.” N o discussion re
sulted, as all the mem bers agreed with the 
reader’s remarks.

Senor Diaz de Brito  then read a  paper 
on “ T h e advantages resulting from the 
formation o f a Spanish Philatelic Society.” 

T h e President invited the m em bers to 
discuss the m uter, and to freely g ive their 
view s on this subject.

Senor Vidal spoke in favour o f the form a
tion o f this Society, and said that the idea 
was quite feasible ; he proposed that the 
Directing Councils should consult with their 
respective members, as was done in the case 
o f the formation o f the Philatelic Society o f 
Catalonia.

Senor Laso  said that he understood Senor 
Brito referred to the formation o f a  new in
dependent S o c ie ty ; he argued that the 
present Congress ought to discuss the m at
ter.

Senor Carreras explained that Senor Brito  
was speaking o f a  federation o f the different 
Societies.

Senor C a n  nial, speaking against the pro
posal, said that the Societies ought to rem ain 
independent o f each other.

H aving sufficiently discussed the subject, 
it was found to be approved o f b y  the 
m ajority o f the members.

Senor Adler opened the subject, “ T h at 
either the .j c. stam p, or the four united 
quarters, should be used for printed m atter.” 

T h is m atter was unanim ously agreed  to 
b y all present.

Senor T u n e  then raised tbe question 
“ W hether stam ps should be demonetized.”  

Senor Vidal spoke against demonetization, 
saying  that there should not be too m any 
issues o f stam ps o f a  country', for fear o f 
forgeries.

Senor Carva ial spoke in favour o f dem one
tization.

Senor M onge rem arked that he could not 
agree to the demonetizing o f stamps.

T h e matter was eventually settled in 
favour o f demortetization.

Senor M onge (Josd) then treated o f “ T h e

advantage o f fixing a limit to the issues of 
stam ps in Spain .” H e observed that, since 
the year 1857, there had been fresh issues of 
stam ps every two or three years ; and since 
1879 there had been three issues, which had 
served for ten or eleven years. He proposed 
to ask the Governm ent to issue a  fresh series 
every four years.

Senor Paraiso, in view o f these various 
assertions, declared him self in favour o f a 
new issue in the interests o f the Govern
ment.

T h e proposal was therefore unanimously 
carried, with the am endm ent o f Senor 
Monge.

Senor L lorca read a paper entitled “ The 
philatelic value of facsim ile stam ps.” He 
explained what was meant by this term, and 
proposed that, in view o f the harm  which 
they might cause to Philately, no value at 
all should be attached to facsim iles, which 
he ranked with forgeries. H e also  proposed 
that they should be stam ped with the word 
“  Facsim ile ”  on the face o f  the s ta m p ; in 
certain cases, when the design o f the stamp 
might be spoilt, the word could be stamped 
on the back.

Senor M onge said that, as  it was a  ques
tion o f the demonetization o f stam ps, he did 
not think the Governm ent could punish the 
m anufacturers, so long as they stam ped the 
stam ps with the word “ Facsim ile.”

Senor L a so  objected that the word ought, 
in all cases, to be printed on the face o f the 
stam p, in order to protect collectors against 
m istakes, as  otherwise they m ight place the 
stam ps in their album s, without noticing the 
printed word on the back.

Senor B rito  seconded this suggestion ; he 
related a  case , which occurred in Valencia, in 
which Switzerland m ade a  diplom atic recla
mation in reference to a  forgery.

Senores Llorca, Pallardo, M onge, and 
L aso  discussed the best w ay o f interesting 
the Governm ent in the matter.

Senor A lena made the following sugges
tions :—

1st. T h at philatelists ought to denounce 
every stam p which was not in every way 
genuine.

2nd. A s  a  journalist, and as a  director of 
a  philatelic paper, he requests his colleagues 
to read thoroughly the foreign papers, so as 
to avoid the cataloguing o f any facsimiles.
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3rd. T h at they should ask the Govern
ment to prosecute the forgers o f stam ps, 
demonetized or not, as  they did great harm 
to Spanish collectors and ,o those in other 
countries.

Consequent on this discussion, Seiior 
Llorca proposed to m odify his suggestion 
th u s: “  T h at no value at all should be 
attached to facsim iles, and that the Con
stituent Powers should be asked to forbid 
their fabrication and circulation.”

This modification was approved o f b y  all.

T h ird  Sessio n  o f  the Congress.
The session opened at ten o’clock under 

the Presidency o f Seiior C arreras Candi.
Seiior L aso  opened the subject, “ W ar 

T ax stam ps and fiscal stam ps which ought 
to be catalogued.”  H e said he was in favour 
of sim plifying the issues o f  s ta m p s ; all 
postage stam ps should be collected, includ
ing W ar stam ps which had been authorized 
for postal use. T h ere  were m any o f these 
stamps which had been used illegally, and 
he suggested that these should only figure 
in collections as curiosities. W ith regard to 
fiscals, he did not think they ought to be 
collected; and he thought it senseless to 
propose selling them at the sam e prices as 
the unused.

Seiior Monge, referring to Seiior Laso’s 
declaration that W ar T ax  stam ps had been 
used as postage stam ps, said he supposed 
that gentleman was referring to the 5 c. value.

The President confirm ed this supposition, 
and was also o f opinion that only W ar T ax  
stamps which had been used for postage 
purposes should be collected. F iscals ought 
not to be accepted, even if catalogued.

Seiior Adlert objected to this, saying that 
these stam ps ought to be catalogued and 
collected, so that an idea o f their real value 
could be obtained.

Seiior Alena observed that his opinion was 
that all stamps postally used should be cata
logued ; in the case o f fiscals, the 5 c. was 
the only one which had been postally used, 
and therefore should be catalogued. Con
cerning W ar stam ps, various values had 
passed through the Post Office. In certain 
villages, where the stock o f postage stam ps 
had been exhausted, the circulation o f fiscals 
had been authorized, and these stam ps 
should certainly figure in catalogues and 
collections.

Seiior Pallardd said that all stam ps should 
figure in catalogues if they had been officially 
authorized by the Governm ent. W ar stam ps 
which had been u std  on ordinary war corre
spondence should also be catalogued.

The matter was then put to the vote.
First, that all W ar T a x  stam ps which were 

now no longer available for postal use should 
be catalogued and collected.

This was passed unanimously.

Secondly, that fiscal stam ps, postally used, 
should not be collected.

T h is  w as also passed, Seiiores Carreras 
and A len a  dissenting.

Seiior Bourm an opened the subject, “  W he
ther unused stam ps, which had been prepared 
but never put into circulation, ought to be 
catalogued or not.”

Seiior M onge said that barred stamps 
should be catalogued, but remainders should 
be omitted.

Seiior A lena thought that every stamp 
issued b y royal decree should be catalogued, 
even i f  they had not been circulated, as  he 
looked upon them as Officials.

Seiior Tarrd asked how collectors could 
obtain possession o f the stam ps which the 
Governm ent kept as  remainders.

Seiior L aso  stated that he was in favour 
o f excluding from the catalogue those stam ps 
prepared by the Governm ent which had not 
been put into circulation. H e said that these 
stam ps were kept from the public, and should 
therefore be ignored by collectors.

T h e subject was put to the vote, and it 
was agreed not to catalogue these stamps, 
Seiiores A leiia  and Vidal dissenting.

It was unanim ously agreed to hold a  
Philatelic Exhibition at V alencia in M ay o f 
the following year.

T h e President suggested that, as the next 
assem bly o f the U niversal Postal Union 
would be held in M adrid, the second Ph ila
telic Congress should be held in the same 
town and on the sam e date. T h is motion 
was unanimously passed.

T h ey then proceeded to name a  “  Perm a
nent Executive C ouncil” o f Spanish Philately, 
composed o f seven members. These gentle
men should discuss all matters relating to 
Philately, would undertake the organization 
o f the two meetings ju st discussed, and would 
be allowed to g ive the necessary orders for 
the distribution and facilitation o f the labour 
thereby entailed. Senor Llorca submitted a 
list o f the gentlem en who should form this 
Council. H is list was unanimously approved, 
and the names o f the mem bers elected were 
as follows :—  .jiisG tlflllUB . ■ -.•.s-rC.’ j

Don Manuel Cerecedas, Don Francisco 
Carreras Candi, Don Enrique Laso, Don 
M iguel A lena, Don Vicente Pallardo, Don 
Manuel Adlert, Don Carlos Llorca.

It was also agreed that the three last- 
named gentlem en should form the Committee 
for next year’s Exhibition. T hey would be 
permitted to name subordinates in Valencia 
if necessary, to see that all the necessary 
arrangem ents were made.

A fter the usual votes o f thanks to all 
concerned, the Congress was declared to be 
at an end.
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Dotes on the Postage Stamps 
of China
B y  C. L .  H A R T E - L O V E L A C E

( l)  V arieties o f  the 1878 T ype.

T H E  stam ps o f this type m ay be divided 
into three distinct sets :—

A . On thin, transparent paper, m easur
ing in size 2 4 J  x  2 7 J mm.

B . On the sam e paper, but m easuring 
2 6 i x  29J mm.

C . On thicker, more opaque paper, 
m easuring 2 4 J  x  2 7 J  mm., as  in 
Set A.

O f these three sets the first is the com 
monest, the second the scarcest.

SET A.
T h is  set was first issued in A ugust, 1878. 
T h e  sheets were m ade up o f  five rows o f 

five, with unusually large m argins at the top 
and bottom, m easuring about 40 mm., while 
the side m argins were about 5 mm. Twenty- 
five different clichds were evidently used, for 
I know of at least three distinct settings, in 
all o f which the same varieties appear, but 
in different positions on the sheet.

T h e  stam ps were perforated by a  single- 
line cutter, one punch o f which— near the 
end— was broken. T h e  perforation gauges 
exactly 12 J  and is guite regular. Conse
quently the only varieties o f perforation to 
be found are where one line has been missed, 
and the stam ps are consequently imperforate 
between, either vertically or horizontally.

am.TJ.l.TTTlBCHINA. K I CHINA. I
vJ&iHkAZ*  ^ i *F*• &• g S H r ft 33  cahJarimI s n e z m o a n

I t  »

T h ere  h ave alw ays been rum ours that this 
set w a s issued im perforate a lso , but the 
copies gen era lly met with in th is state are

on a  paper m ore brownish and thicker than 
the usual, and are really  the im prints on the 
envelopes in which the stam ps were sent to 
the postm asters, put to show the contents.

Illustration I, however, shows a  pair of 
the 3 candarins im perforate with traces of 
a  third. T h e  stam ps are  evidently from an 
im perforate sheet, being Nos. 15  and 20 on 
i t ; and they have the usual-sized m argin of 
the sheet on the right. I have been told by 
a  non-philatelist who lived in China that the 
sheets were issued both perforated and im
perforate, but I can find no official mention 
o f the fact.

1 find D r. Bishop, in T h e P h ila te lic  Jo u r 
n a l o f  G rea t B r ita in  for 10  Ju ly , 1896, men
tions the fact that he has seen the 3 candarins 
o f 1878 imperforate.

T h e  first shade o f the I candarin was yellow- 
green. T h en  cam e green and deep green, 
o f  which the last is the rarest o f the three. 
It m ust not be confounded with heavily 
inked im pressions o f  the ordinary green, but 
is quite a  distinct shade. T h e earliest dated 
postm ark 1 have on the green shade is Nov
em ber, 1879.

M y dated yellow-green copies are Sep
tem ber and D ecem ber, 1879.

Som e o f  the stam ps in the sheet show 
variations from the norm al, not only by 
breaks in the fram es, etc., but by the inser
tion o f a  dot which varies in position, is 
som etim es double, and does not appear in 
all the stam ps, and b y  differences in the 
draw ing o f  the fram es.

I have noted tw elve fixed varieties o f the 
1 candarin in m y efforts to plate them, but up 
to the present have not been entirely suc
cessful in m y endeavour owing to m y lack of 
com plete sheets.

T h e  most noticeable variety is that illus
trated in F ig . I I ,  in which there is a  break in 
the outer fram e under the “ c ” o f  CANDARIN.

In  the first setting th is is a  left-hand mar
ginal stam p.

T h is  variety exists in the yellow-green 
shade, and therefore occurred soon after, if 
not at the com m encem ent o f the issue in 
1878.

O f the 3  candarins the principal shades are 
orange-red and V enetian red. O f course 
m any interm ediate shades m ay be found in 
this as in all values, but these are  due to 
surplus or deficiency in the printing-ink.

T h e  m ost noticeable variety in this value 
is  in the twenty-first stam p o f the sheet, in 
which there is a  V -shap ed  m ark in the left-
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hand com er o f the central design, where 
the dot referred to in F ig . I I  generally 
exists.

T h e  paper is generally very thin, but I 
have three specimens o f  the i candarin on 
thicker paper, waterm arked as in illustration.

Ill

A CHINA

{£.

H.ft B,

B K im iiria
IV

Of the 5 candarins the shades are yellow- 
ochre and bistre, the latter being very 
scarce.

The most noticeable varieties are—
(1) No stop after CHINA in the fourteenth 

stamp of the sheet.
(2) The Character in upper right-hand 

corner touches the lower fram e in the 
eighth stamp o f the sheet, c-huuu .

[The illustration shows variety (2). There 
should be a  stop after china , but it has 
failed to print.— E d. G .S . W .]

S et B.

This set was probably issued about June, 
1882, for the fourteen dated copies I have 
are all between Ju ly , 1882, and M ay, 1883. 
It was certainly not issued first o f a ll—before 
Set A —as I believe m any people think from 
its scarcity, for I have dozens o f copies o f 
Set A  dated from 1878 onwards.

Its scarcity is probably due to the fact 
that it was not long in use ; about nine 
months, if we take Mr. M encarini’s date o f 
issue of Set C , 3 M arch, 1883, as  correct.

The stam ps were issued in five rows o f 
five, with narrow margins, about 2 J  m m , at 
the top and bottom, and wider margins, 
about 18 mm., at the sides.

All the varieties mentioned in Set A  m ay 
be found in this set, but differently placed in 
the sheet.

For instance, the break under “ C ” in the 
1 candarin now occurs in the eighth stamp o f 
the sheet. [Illustration V  is that o f a pair.—  
E d. G .S . IV .]

T h is  is evidently part o f London, and 
is, o f course, a  paper-m aker’s watermark. 11  
has never before been noticed, and it is 
peculiar that in none o f  the sheets I know 
o f is there any watermark, not even in a  
sheet o f  the 1 candarin o f this Set B. 
W hether the other values exist in this paper 
I do not know ; out o f  thousands o f these 
stam ps I have exam ined, these three speci
mens o f the 1 candarin, Set B , are the only 
ones I. have seen showing an y signs o f 
watermark. Perhaps som e o f the readers 
o f G .S . IV . will look up their copies o f the 
stam ps and throw som e light on the matter.

T h e  shades in this set are not numerous : 
o f the 1 candarin there are green and pale 
green ; o f the 3  candarins, salmon-red and 
dull r e d ; and o f the 5 candarins, yellow- 
ochre.

S e t  C.

T h is set was issued, according to Mr. 
M encarini, on 3 M arch, 1883.

T h e  cliches were set closer together than 
in S et' B, and there were only five rows of 
four stamps. T h e m argins o f the sheets are 
6 to 8 mm. all round.

In this setting five cliches o f each value 
were omitted ; am ong those omitted are the . 
variety o f the 1 candarin with the break 
under “  c,”  but all the other varieties men
tioned occur, though in different places on 
the sheet.

t  VII

In place o f this omitted variety I may 
mention one in which there are breaks in the 
fram e under “ a ”  and “  n ”  o f can darin .

T his variety occurs in Set A , but is not 
nearly so pronounced as in Set C.

It occurs in the sixth stamp o f the sheet 
o f Set B.

A s I have mentioned, the cliches are' all 
rearranged ; for instance, the third o f the 
1 candarin, Set B, is the fifth o f Set C.
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T h e twenty-first cliche o f the 3 candarins 
in Set A , as illustrated in F ig . I l l ,  now takes 
the twentieth place in Set C ; the eighth 
clichd o f the 5 candarins in Set A , as illus
trated in F ig . IV , is now in the fourth place 
in Set C.

T h e main distinguishing feature o f Set C 
is in the paper. T h is is slightly thicker than 
any used before, and far more opaque. I 
have three mint specim ens o f the 1 candarin 
on toned paper in the green shade. The 
perforations o f this set are generally rougher, 
though they gauge the sam e as before ; the 
plates show signs o f wear, especially those 
o f the 3 candarins, o f which value more 
were printed than of the 1 candarin and 
5 candarins put together.

T he printing is much better done than in 
Set A , and those well acquainted with these 
stam ps can distinguish this thick-paper set 
from the thin - paper at a  glance. T he 
1 candarin was printed in green and bright 
sage-green ; the 5 candarins in chrome-yellow 
instead o f yellow-ochre ; the shades o f the 
3 candarins are very numerous, the most 
m arked being verm ilion, red, dull Venetian 
red, and orange-brown.

W hether there were more than the three 
settings as  indicated by the three sets before 
described I do not know. I do not think 
the thick paper was used directly after 
Set B , in M arch, 1883, as  put down b y Mr.

Foreign Dotes
B y  F R A N K  PH ILLIPS

* Abyssinia

T H IS  country, as I have previously 
stated, was adm itted to the Postal 
Union on 1 Novem ber, 1908, but the 

new set o f stam ps to celebrate the occasion, 
and which will conform to Postal Union re
quirements, will certainly not be ready for 
issue before 1 Jan u ary  next.

A  short time ago, probably some time in 
August or Septem ber, a  stock o f 200,000 o f 
each o f the values £  to 16  guerches (or 
piastres) o f the current (old design) stam ps 
was delivered in A dis A baba, the capital o f 
A byssinia, as it was thought that that 
quantity would last till the new stam ps could 
be put on sale.

According to the D eutsche B riefm a rk en - 
Z eitu n g , 100,000 stam ps o f each value were 
delivered to the R oyal T reasury and 100,000 
to the Post Office. Between to an d  ^ S e p te m 
ber the whole o f stock held by the T reasury 
was overprinted with the corresponding values 
in p ia stres  in each case ; and these stam ps 
were apparently sold concurrently with the 
unsurcharged stam ps at the Post Office 1

M encarini, but think this date, which is, I 
believe, official, indicates the new setting of 
twenty only. Probably there was a  stock of 
the thin paper to be used up first.

M y reasons are, firstly, the scarcity o f the 
thick paper, whereas Mr. M encarini makes 
the number issued about the sa m e ; secondly, 
I have a 5 candarins in the orange shade 
and thin paper, which ought to be No. 21 of 
Set A , but which has a m argin showing it to 
be either one o f the third setting as used for 
Set C, or one o f a  setting hitherto unknown. 
It is im possible for me to say which, because 
I do not know o f any sheets o f Set C, nor 
even blocks. I think the probabilities are 
in favour o f its belonging to the setting of 
Set C. In case any one might like to know 
the relative scarcity o f these sets, I subpcnd 
an approxim ate table based on the value of 
the 3 candarins used o f Set A  as unit, ac
cording to m y experience o f som e thou
sands o f these stamps.

Set A Set B SetC

I unused 3 5 4
cand. used 3 8 4

3 unused 3 30 4
cands. used 1 4 l i

S unused 4 60 s
cands. used 3 8 4

T ru ly  an extraordinary state o f affairs, 
savouring rather o f Governm ent speculation!

These surcharged stam ps were described 
and illustrated in last week’s G .S , IV ., but 
there will certainly be a  heavy crop o f minor 
varieties, some o f which will probably be of 
interest to the specialist, but hardly worth 
mentioning in the catalogues.

Stam ps for Greenland
I LEARN from D er D eutsche P h ila te lis t  that 
stamps are said to be in use in this “ land," 
or I suppose “ territory”  would be better. 
T h at journal states that Greenland is a

S 0 R E 5
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colony o f Denm ark, but I had alw ays thought 
it to bo merely a Danish sphere o f influence.

The illustration shows the design o f all 
three values, 1 ore, o live-green ; 5 ore, b row n; 
10 ore, blue ; and it will be seen from the 
wording o f the illustration that the stamps 
purport to be Parcel Post stamps.

The correspondent o f the above-mentioned 
journal writes as follows :—

The stamps are used as Parcel Post stamps in 
Greenland, our most northerly colony, and they 
are issued by the Danish Government. As they 
can only be purchased near the North Pole [nlr], 
they are very rarely seen ; we have our copies from 
a master mariner, who has just returned from 
Greenland.

As will be seen, the design o f the stamps 
consists o f a  polar bear ram pan t in a shield, 
forming the arms o f Greenland ; the shield 
is surmounted by a  royal crown, which leads 
one to beliet e the stam ps are  issued officially.

To my mind the great argum ent against 
their being P A R C E L  Post stamps, at any 
rate, is that there exist only three quite lo w  
values, whereas i f  they were intended to 
frank parcels, there would surely be some 
high values.

1 have not mentioned these stam ps in our 
New Issue pages, as I can get no official in
formation as to their issu e ; it is even possible 
that they are merely rather ugly labels printed 
off by som e enterprising speculator for the 
benefit (?) o f collectors. 1 dare say we shall 
learn more about them soon.

Winter Sports for Postmen
It appears that the pleasures o f alpine sport 
are no longer to be confined to the dlite ; 
French postmen are to be instructed in the 
art of ski-ing (pronounced “ sheeing”  by the 
way). 11 has just been decided by the Govern
ment to introduce this mode o f locomotion 
in mountainous districts for the better con
veyance and distribution of letters during the 
snowy season.

The first suggestion was due to the T our
ing Club o f France, who offered to loan skis 
to the Governm ent for trial in the Alps, 
Pyrenees, and V osges. L ast year they were 
found to save the em ployes a  large amount 
of time in distributing letters, owing to the 
speed that can be attained on ground covered 
even with soft snow.

L ’A n nonce T im brologique.

A well-paid Postman 1
A po st m a n  belonging to the United States 
service is said b y L e  T im bre-P oste to enjoy 
an annual salary o f £ 70 0 0  ! H is “ rou n d” 
is situate in the icy North-W est, in the 
State o f A laska, and so perhaps it may 
not be a  case o f pure enjoym ent after all.

I do not think that our rural postmen 
will cast envious eyes on their fellow officer, 
when they learn that the duty o f this post

man is to carry the m ails twice a  month 
for a distance o f 425 miles, amidst snow 
and tempest, where the temperature stands 
many, m any degrees below zero.

The journey takes six days, and is under
taken by a  sledge and teams o f dogs. 
T he postman has to keep up a “ stab le” 
o f over fifty dogs for this purpose, furnish 
them in the first instance, and provide 
him self with sledges, so the £70 00  is not 
all p ro fit!

Cretan stam ps overprinted EAAA2 
I H E A R  that the French are sighing heavily 
whenever they think o f the stam ps o f 
Crete, which have lately been overprinted 
H KI.LA S ; in fact, they have been heard 
to “ Hdlas.” N o ! I am not guilty, as I 
have copied that horrible pun direct from 
Mr. R ichard Borek’s paper.

Our contem porary rem arks that there is 
one point about this overprinting that we 
have reason to rejoice o v e r : there is no 
doubt that the issue was not m erely an 
official speculation, as the quantity o f stam ps 
overprinted was quite large. T he only ex
ception is the 10 lepta with head o f Prince 
George, o f which I hear that about nine- 
tenths were bought up privately b y  Post 
Office officials, as  they know very well that 
there was no stock on that value o verp rin ted  
to spoil their m arket later on O f a ll other 
values there are plenty more to be over
printed later i f  required.

The numbers overprinted are given by 
our contem porary as  follows :—

I lepton . 150,000
2 lepta . 100,000
5 m • . 150,000

10 ,, (Prince George) . 30,000
10 ,, (Hermes) 100,000
20 „  . . 50,000
25 M • . 100,000
50 „  • . 50,000

i drachma . . 10,000
2 drachma? . . 10,000
3 »» • . 10,000
5 „ . 5000

A Hoard unearthed
ACCORDING to the Illu strie rtes  B riefm arken - 
Jo u m a l, a  wonderful find took place in 
H anover last August. A  rumour has been 
going round that a  number o f boxes have 
been unearthed in the H am burg post offices, 
which are said to contain a quantity o f unused 
postage stam ps, issued subsequent to 1859. 
A  certain dealer residing in the town made 
inquiries at the head post office, but was 
told very  m ysteriously that it was an 
official secret, about which no information 
could be given.

I expect that the “ find,”  presum ing it 
exists, forms part o f a  reserve stock, which
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used to be kept at the ch ief post office, and 
that it was lost sight o f in 1866, that year o f 
confusion and tumult throughout the whole 
o f G erm any.

T h e most interesting point about it is 
the great question whether m any stam ps 
o f the 1859-6 1 and i860 issues exist with 
the original rose or white gum in a  good 
state o f preservation. 1 wonder i f  the 
postal people will try to m ake a  good thing 
out o f the find ; from what 1 know of the

thrifty Germ an, I should think that they 
would.

A n  A w ard
I t  m ay interest m any readers to hear that 
L a  Socidtd Lausannoise de T im brologie has 
aw arded Mr. C. J .  Phillips a  silver medal 
for his research work concerning the history 
o f the stam ps o f the F iji Islands, culminating 
in his book on that subject.

new  Issues and Discoveries
B y  F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

/ should be moat grateful If readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
Issuee of stamps, new or projected. If possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once if 
desired, together with stamp for postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face oalue and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

FR A N K  PHILLIPS* 391 8trand, London, W.C.

China.— The editor of the M onthly Circular 
(31.10.08) has seen a copy of a new 10 cent 
stamp in sky-blue.

*9
1908. T yp e  a®. C olou r ch an ged. S o w m k . P er/.

14 to 16.
153)10 C., sky-blue.

H ungary.—According to L e B u lletin  Cham
pion (25.11.08), the 50 filler Postage Due stamp 
has been seen perforated 15.

3*
1808- T yp e 3 1 .  F ig u res in  cen tre in  black. IVtnh. 

Type 9. P e r/. 15.
333)50 fi., green.

N ew  Zealand. — 7he Philatelic Advertiser 
(25.11.08) lists the 2s. of the current set with 
mixed perforations of 1 1  and 14, the watermark, 
of course, being N Z and Star, close.

as

1902-7. T yp e  35. W m k. N  Z  a n d  S ta r , clo se, Type 41. 
{d ) M ix ed  fe r / s . 1 1  a n d  14.

303<zl2S., blue-green.
Note.—Present No. 302a becomes 302^.

Papu a.—We are afraid that the description 
of certain values of the new permanent set, as 
given in the Supplement to our Catalogue, is not 
wholly accurate. We first listed the £d. on the 
authority of E w en 's Weekly Stamp News (4,1.08), 
our contemporary stating that the centre design, 
in blacky was line-engraved, while the frame, 
title, and value were lithographed. On examin
ing the stamps carefully, we have come to the 
conclusion that all values are produced by litho
graphy, so we would request our readers to delete 
the list given in the Supplement subsequent to 
No. 24a, and to substitute that given below.

Mr. W. H. Peckitt informs us that he has just 
received the 2d. and is. values of the permanent 
set in the perforations mentioned below.

5
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1908. T y p e ss (Jd .)« » rf6 . L ith o g ra p h ed . W m k.C row n  
a n d  A  (T yp e 4 0 /  A u stra lia n  C om m onw ealth). 
C entres in  black.

25
26
28
29
30 
3 *

(a) P e r/, t i .  
id ., yellow-green, 
id ., carmine.
2 jd ., ultramarine. 
4d., sepia.
6d., myrtle-green, 
i s ,  orange.

(4) P e r  f .  ia j .  
3S'2d., violet.
36jaid.. ultramarine. 
37 4<*-» sepia.
38.6c!., myrtle-green.

R u ssia .— According to The Philatelic Ad
vertiser (25.1 1.08), the 3 kop. of the current set 
has been seen with the background omitted. 
This will be 115a , and the 7 kop. listed in our 
issue of 24 October will be 115^ instead of 
115a.

7

Type 7. W ith  thun derbolts. V e rtic a lly  la id  p a p er. 
P e r/. i4 i.

V a rie ty . B ack g ro u n d  om itted.
1154 I3 k ., carmine.

Cotwespondence
The E ditor o f ‘ 1 Gibbons Stamp Weekly ”

Dear S ir ,— In “ Topical Notes,”  page 291, 
7 November, you give a few examples of bar
gains, and it seems to me they raise the question 
as to whether one is justified in taking advantage 
of obvious errors in pricing. I have obtained 
a number of opinions from friends, and with few 
exceptions they are of opinion that one should 
take the gifts the gods provide, and especially 
from the sheets of a dealer (poor dealer !). The 
said gods have not been particularly propitious 
in my case, for although I  have come across a 
number of stamps priced anything under three- 
pemet whereas they should have been about is. 
or is. 6d., yet the best I ever got was from a 
sheet o f Colonials containing a C C  and CA  
priced id. and 5s. respectively, whereas they 
should have been the other way about.

There is also the other side of the question. 
Is a dealer justified in offering a small sum for 
a number of stamps containing a valuable speci
men, the value of which is quite unknown to the 
seller? Personally I think he is entitled to his 
bargain, because his expert knowledge has only 
been gained by study and perhaps expense. Of 
course if the seller says, “  I  wish to dispose of 
these stamps: what are ’ hey worth ? ”  it rather 
alters the case, and I do not believe any dealer 
of repute would purchase for a ridiculous sum.

From your remarks in the article referred to 
you appear to have taken your loss as a good 
sportsman takes a beating in any game, but I 
think that an article from your pen on the 
“ Rights and Wrongs”  of these questions would

S iam .—The illustration herewith represents 
the surcharge o f the 9 atts on 10 a. stamp, 
descri!>ed last week.

9 Atts
56

It will be noticed that it is exactly similar 
to the 2 atts surcharge, Type 55, except that 
the Siamese character of value, on the left, is 
altered.

United S ta te s .—We have received the new 
2 cent stamp, the issue of which was presaged in 
“  Foreign Notes ”  in our issue of 14 November. 
It is a fine stamp of great artistic merit, and 
fully comes up to our expectations.

1x3
November, 1908. Type 1x3. P e r/ . 12. 

448(2 c., carmine.

be most interesting to G .S. W. readers, because 
I fancy there is a considerable difference of 
opinion existing.

Yours faithfully,
E .  W . B a r b e r .

W e s t  B romwich , 21 N ovem ber, 1908.

P.S .—It occurs to me that instead of a com
petition in G .S.W . you might offer to place on 
a few of your appro, sheets during a certain 
month a number of stamps “ Priced in Error,” 
without your staff knowing which they were, and 
then afterwards let us know through G .S. W, 
whether they were spotted. There'd be a scramble 
for sheets that month. My fee for this’magnifi- 
cent (?) suggestion is the choice of ten stamps 
in the Mauritius purchase mentioned on page 
310, free of charge.

M anchester Postage Stam p Exhibition and 
Philatelic Congress

The E ditor o f “  Gibbons Stamp Weekly ”
D e a r  S i r ,— It will probably interest many 

of your readers to know that the Earl of Derby,
C .B ., who, as Lord Stanley, was P.M .G. from 
I9° 3~5> has honoured the Committee of the Con
gress and Exhibitions by becoming a co-patron 
with the Earl of Crawford, k . t .

I might add that everything points to the 
Exhibition and Congress becoming a great success. 
The Hon. Committee include nearly 150 of the 
most prominent philatelists in the kingdom. 
The general press all over the kingdom has 
devoted considerable space in calling attention 
to the event, and amongst the philatelic societies
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that have promised their support may be men
tioned the Royal, Herts, Manchester, Hull, 
Liverpool, Bath, Oxford, Bradford, Leeds, 
Bristol, Huddersfield, Sheffield, etc.

Would you mind inviting philatelists who are 
desirous o f receiving prospectus to kindly send 
name and address on a post card to the Hon. 
Exhibition Secretary, Mr. J .  R . M. Albrecht, 
Exhibition Offices, 9 Albert Square, Manchester ? 
I might add that the subscription list has still

many blank lines upon it, and we shall be 
pleased to devote at least one line to each of 
your readers who may feel generously inclined. 
Mr. Albrecht is also Treasurer.

Thanking you for previous kindly notices, 
Yours truly,

G k o .  W h i t e ,
Hon. Sec. Publicity Committee. 

E xhibition  Of f ic e s , 9 Al b e r t  Square, 
Manchester , 74 Novem ber, 1908.

Philatelic Societies
Herts Philatelic Society

President 1  Franz Relehenhelm, Esq.
Hen. 8serstary: H. A. Slade, Esq., Nlnefields, St. Albans.
Meetings: 4 Seuthampten Rote, W.C., Third Tuesdays.
Annuel Subssrlptlen, St.

T h e  second general meeting o f  the season 1908-9 was 
held at No. 4 Southampton R o w , London, W .C ., on 
Tuesday, 17  November, 1908, at 6.30 p.m.

Present: Messrs. Franz Reichenheim (President), H. L . 
Hayman (Vice-President), M . P . Castle (H on. Vice- 
President), W. G. Cool, T . H. H arvey, VV. A . Boyes, R . 
Frentzel, A . H . L . Giles, W. T . Standen, J .  E . Booth, 
J .  A. Leon, D . H. Jackson, W. H . Eastwood, G. White, 
S . Chapman, W. H ogg, J .  E . Lincoln, Lt.-Col. H. 
Barclay, Messrs. J .  R . Lain g, W. A . Gunner, E . W . 
Arnold, K . Wiehen, E . Bounds, J .  W . Campion, P . 
Ashley, H. A . Slade (Hon. Secretary), and one visitor.

The President took the chair.
'1 he minutes o f the meeting held on 38 October, 1908, 

were read and confirmed.
Before proceeding to the other business o f the meeting 

the President alluded with a few touching words to the 
lamentable and untimely death o f S ir  W illiam B. A very, 
Bart., one o f the Hon. Vice-Presidents o f the Society, and 
moved the following resolution

“ The H erts Philatelic Society wish to express their 
deepest sym pathy with L ady A very  and the other mem
bers o f the family at the lamentable death o f S ir  W illiam 
B . A very. B art., one o f their Hon. Vice-Presidents, and 
asks the Hon. Secretary to forward this resolution to her.”

This motion was seconded by  the Vice-President, an old 
personal friend o f the deceased, and carried unanimously.

Messrs. J .  Cook, D . H . Jackson , A . Montader, G . 
W hite, W. F , Clarke, H. M. H ansen, J .  H . Rosenheim, 
a n d A . Lange were duly elected ordinary members o f  the 
Society the two last-named gentlemen having also been 
passed by  the Committee on the suggestion o f  the Vice- 
President, although their names did not appear on the 
agenda.

In  the absence o f  the Hon. Librarian the President 
informed the meeting o f  some valuable additions to the 
library, presented mostly by  him self and also by  Messrs. 
1) . Field, H . F . Johnson. A . Montader, P . K osack, L . 
H arald K jellstedt, H . Griebctt, and tbe Bath Philatelic 
Society.

Messrs. S . Chapm an, W . G . Coot, and W. Ja c o b y  sent 
contributions to the Society's collection o f  entire*, and 
M r. W. G . C ool and Mrs. H . R . Baird gave some good 
specimens o f forgeries.

A ll these donations were acknowledged with thanks.
Tbe Vite-President promised a  generous donation, 

amounting to about £ 2 0  in value, to the Society's collec
tions at a  later date.

T be Vice-President and Mr. M . P . Castle expressed 
views on the "O p en  L e tte r” appearing in the November 
number o f  M o n thly R eport,  and suggested that in 
future the E ditor should decline to  publish anonymous 
letters. T h is the E ditor agreed to do.

The President then called upon Mr. M. P . Castle for a  
display o f  his collections o f the stamps o f  Baham as and 
St. Vincent, which, although started recently, were com
plete in every respect and accompanied b y  explanatory 
notes afforded a  great amount o f instruction aod enjoy
ment to a ll the members present.

A fter the conclusion o f the d isplay, the President pro* 
posed and Mr. P. Ashley seconded a  hearty vote o f  thanks 
to Mr. Castle. Needless to sa y  this w as carried with 
enthusiasm and suitably responded to.

The meeting terminated at 8.20 p.m.

Leeds Philatelic Society
President: C. W. Harding.
Meetings 1  Tuesdays (7.15 p.m.X Room B3, Leeds Institute, 

Cookrldgs Street.
Hon. Secretary : T. 8 . Fraser, 22 Oriental Terrace, Armley, 

Leeds.
Annual Subscription :  Ss.

T he usual fortnightly meeting w as held at the Leeds 
Institute on 17 Novem ber, there being a  good atten
dance.

The President, Mr. C . W . H arding, occupied the chair.
A fine display o f the South American Republic stamps 

was exhibited by Mr. E g ly .
A  large number o f  stamps were sold b y  auction, some 

o f tbe single ones realizing a  good figure, but the majority 
o f the mixed lots were disposed o f at bargain prices.

At the close o f the meeting, a  hearty vote o f thanks was 
given to tbe Auctioneer, Mr. J .  E . K itchen, for bis 
services.

Novelties were exhibited by M r. K night, Mr. E g ly , and 
the Secretary.

North London Philatelic Society
President: Charles H. C. 8 ymss.
Han. Secretary: C. 8 . Ituratarl, 29 Fletching Road, lower 

Clapton, H.E.
Meetings: 1st and $rd Thursdays, Central Y.M.C.A., 7 

Highbury Place. Highbury 8 tatlon, N.
Subscription .* 2s. 8 d. per annum.

T h e  usual fortnightly meeting o f  the above took place on 
Thursday, 1 ,  November, at headquarters

Mr. C . M . C . Sym es occupied tbe chair.
 ̂T he minutes o f tbe previous meeting were read and 

signed as correct.
T be business o f the meeting included a  display with 

notes on the stamps o f  the West Indies, Part I ,  namely, 
A ntigua, Bahamas, and Bermuda, b y  E . Heginbottom, 
b . a . .  p .r.p.s.l. In  tbe absence o f  M r. Heztnbottom, 
the Hon. Sec. read the interesting notes, and showed the 
stamps, which were much admired.

Much has been written about M r. Heginbottom‘s stamps, 
so it w ill be enough to say  that they included everything 
catalogued, in fine condition, even the rarities, many of 
which are practically unprocurable now.

A t the conclusion o f  tbe display, Mr. A . J .  Sefi pro* 
posed a  hearty vote o f  thanks to Mr. Heginbottom, for so 
kindly lending his stamps, for the purpose o f the display, 
and also for tbe notes on them, this being seconded by 
M r. C . S . Muratori and heartily accorded.

A  vote o f  thanks to tbe chair and also to the Hon. 
Sec. for reading the notes concluded the business o f the 
meeting.

On Thursday, 1 7  December, the second part o f  Mr. 
Heginbottom'$ collection o f  W est Indians will be shown, 
namely, Barbados, when all interested are invited to 
attend.

Printed by  W. B ren don ,&  Son, L td ., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s , Ltd. 39 1 Strand, London, W.C.
19 December, 1908.
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The Postal Issues of Denmark 
and the Danish Colonies
By L. HANCIAU (a l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .)

(Continued from  page 277.)

T H E  Circular o f Decem ber 19th, 1874 
(see page 108, vol. xviii., M onthly  
Jo u r n a l), announces the issue o f Post 

Cards with stam ps in the new currency for 
January 1st, 1875.

Issu e o f  Ja n u a r y  1 si, 1875.
As in the case o f the 4 Sre wrapper, the 

die for the stamp o f that value was probably 
not ready, and in consequence use was made 
of the die T yp e B  o f the wrappers. It 
should be noted that the 8 ore has smaller 
figures than those o f the cards o f the same 
value which appeared in Septem ber, 1875.

(a) “ B R E V - K O R T ”  measures 42 111m. ; 
white, surfaced card. T h e sixteenth turn in 
the fram e at upper left is alw ays replaced 
by one o f the corner ornaments on all the 
cards o f this issue.

4 ore, dull lilue.
8 ,, carmine.

(d) “ B R E V - K O R T ”  measures 40 m m .; 
white, unsurfaced card.

4 ore, pale blue, ultramarine, slate-blue.
8 ,, carmine (pale to bright).

V arieties. W ithout stop after “ postfrim .” 
8 ore, carmine.

W ith the ornament at the left upper corner 
inverted.

8 ore, carmine.

T he second ornament at lower left is a
corner ornament.

8 ore, carmine.
*  **

A  Circular o f the 19th Ju ly , 1875, an
nounced the issue o f 6 and 10  ore cards, 
which cam e out at different dates.

“  Official Communications.
“ No. 20. July 19th, 1875.
“  There will be despatched to the Post Offices, 

within the next few days, for use in communi
cation with Norway, a certain quantity of new

(lost cards, with impressed stamp, colour brown, 
at 6 ore each. The price for 100 will be 5 crowns 
76 ore.

“  In addition, there will be despatched later to 
the Post Offices new post cards with impressed 
stamp, colour green, at 10  ore each. The price 
for a packet of 100 copies will be 9 crowns 
60 ore.

“  In the meantime, whilst awaiting the issue of 
these cards, a 10 ore card can be produced by 
affixing two 3 ore postage stamps to the 4 ore 
card now in use.”

Issu e o f  J u ly  25 Ik , 1875.
There being, as usual, no time to engrave 

a 6 ore die, that o f 1870 was em ployed again, 
with the numeral and the value alone 
changed, as  in the case o f the 4 and 8 ore 
cards o f Janu ary, 1875 ; but a  whole crop o f 
varieties was produced, for what reason I 
cannot say.

The form ula is sim ilar to that o f the pre
ceding cards and has the sam e inscriptions.

Surface-printed in colour on white, un
glazed card.

6 ore, brown.
(а) T h e central figure has the head bent 

over and the body round.
(б) S im ilar figure, but the body o v a l ; the 

head o f the sm all figure bent.

a
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(c) Sim ilar to (b), but the head o f the small 
figure less bent.

(d ) T h e central figure has the head very 
much bent over and the body oval.

c

(e) T he central figure has the head hori
zontal and body oval.

It is unnecessary to add that the in
scription “ 6 o r e " varies in all the above 
varieties, (a) to (e).

V arieties. “  POSTFRIM ” without dot.
6 ore, brown (b).
6 „ „  (rf).

W ith two white interlaced circles partly 
covering the crown and the figure.

6 ore, brown (b).
T h e  first ornament in the frame at lower 

right is a corner ornament.
6 ore, brown (i).
6 „  „  (d).

T h e lo  ore card that follows was men
tioned in the Official Communication o f the 
19th Ju ly . It appeared on the 1st Septem ber 
following (see Circular o f 30th August, 1875, 
page 1 io, vol. xviii., M on th ly Jo u r n a l) . A  
new 8 ore card appeared at the same date.

Issu e o f  Septem ber \st, 1875.
Form ula sim ilar to that o f the previous 

cards. T he stamp is from a freshly en
graved  die, without figures in the centre

or in the oval band, so that it could be used 
for various values. It was engraved by 
Ph. llatz and is a copy o f the die o f 1875, 
with three stars in the crown. The 8 ore 
has a figure in the centre which almost fills 
the whole circle.

Surface-printed on white, unsurfaced card.
8  ore, carmine, 

to ,, yellow-green.
V ariety. T h e sixteenth ornament at 

(upper) left is a  corner ornament.
10 ore, yellow-green.

T h e higher value exists with small and 
large figures in the oval band.

T h e International Postal Conventions pre
scribed that the cards should be o f uniform 
size, 14 0 x 9 0  mm. In order to conform to 
this rule we have the following :—

Issues o f  Ja n u a r y  1 s i am i J u ly  is/, 1879.

T h e dimensions o f the cards being in
creased to 140 x 90 mm., those o f the fram es 
are also increased to 12 9 x 8 0  mm. The 
pattern o f the frame, the arrangem ent, and 
the inscriptions remain unaltered. U p  to 
this time the cards were not provided with 
lines for the ad d ress ; there are now four 
dotted lines, the first headed “  T il,”  in script 
type, and the third and fourth shorter than 
the other two.

Surface-printed in colour on white sur
faced card.

T h e  stam p o f the 4 ore is T yp e  A  o f the 
wrappers o f 1875, which being no longer 
required for its original purpose is now 
em ployed for the post card, without any 
alteration.

On the other hand, the type o f the 8 and 10 
ore cards o f Septem ber, 1875, ' s still em 
ployed for the 8 ore card.

Jan. i ,  1879. 4 ore, blue (dull, pale, deep).
July I ,, 8 ,, carmine-rose.

T h e use o f the 6 and to ore cards is ex
tended to the U niversal Postal Union, and 
they are consequently replaced by those de
scribed below, which are announced by the 
following :—

“  Notification.
“ The public are hereby informed that there 

will shortly be put in circulation new Post Cards 
for correspondence with foreign countries, similar 
to those hitherto in use, colour brown, at the 
price of 6 ore each (5 crowns 76 ore per packet of 
too copies), and colour green, at the price of 
10 ore each (9 crowns 60 ore per packet of 
100 copies), in replacement of the old ones, 
and having | printed upon them ‘ vErdens- 
POSTFORBNINGBN — (UNION POSTALE UNIVER- 
SELLS.)’
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“  So long as the existing stocks of 6 and io  ore 
cards remain unexhausted they may also be used 
for foreign correspondence.

“  Chief Office of Posts and Telegraphs,
“  March 1st, 1879.

(signed) “ Schon.”

Issues o f  A p r il  1 st a n d  Septem ber 1 si, 1879.

Form  with G reek pattern frame, 129 x 
80 mm., and four lines o f heading as 
follows :•—

“ VKRDENSPOSTFORKMin g en ” in an a rch ; I 
“ (UNION POSTALE UN1VERSELLE )” “ BREV-
kort fr a  D an m ark .” ; “ (Paa denne Side 
skrives kun A d ressen .)”

There are four dotted lines for the address, 
the first headed “ T i l ” in script type, as on 
the cards last described. Stam p and Arm s 
as before.

Surface-printed in colour on b u ff card.

single post cards at 6 ore should be sent to the 
Stores Department o f the Head Post Office. 
Post Cards o f the same nature as those men
tioned above may be returned to the Post Offices 
in exchange for other postal values, and should 
be despatched to the said Department in order 
that an equal exchange may be carried out. ”  *

B y  the C ircular o f Ju n e  20, 1882 (see 
page 1 10 ,  vol. xviii., M on th ly Jo u rn a l), the 
issue o f a  new 10  ore card was announced, 
and the C ircular o f M arch 7, 1885 (see page 
160, idem), mentioned a  5 ore card.

Issues o f  J u ly ,  1882, a n d  A p r il, 1885.

Form ula o f the cards o f April and Sep
tember, 1879, and the sam e size, but with 
stam ps o f the A rm s type o f 1882-85, with 
small figures in the corners.

Surface-printed in colour on b u ff card.

T he types o f the stam ps are those o f the 
cards o f Ju ly  and Septem ber, 18 7 5 ;  in the 
case o f the form er the value in the oval band 
is in different type, and the central figure has 
the head m ore bent over.
April i ;  1879. 6 ore, brown on buff.
Sept. I ,, 10 ,, deep green, yellow-green,

on buff.

V arieties. N o stop after 11POSTFRIM ”.
6 ore, brown on buff.

Central figure with head more raised.
6 ore, brown on buff.

1 T h e suppression o f the 6 ore cards neces
sitated the following c ircu lar :—

* ‘ Official Communication 
“  No. 37. I December 29th, 1885.
“ Regarding the postage to Norway and 

Sweden.

“  In accordance with the foregoing, it is hereby 
notified that the remaining- stooks o f double and

Four lines o f heading and four lines for 
the address, as  before.

July, 1882. 10 ore, carmine on buff,
April, 1885. 5 ore, green, yellow-green on

buff.

* * *
Issu e o f ................. , 1886 (?).

T he sam e, but stam ps with large figures 
in the corners.

5 ore, green, yellow-green on buff.
10 ,, rose, deep rose ,,

*  **
Issues o f  A u g u st a n d  N ovem ber, 1887.

Sim ilar formula, but five lines o f head
ing, the first two as before, the third 
“  D A N M A R K ” ; the fourth “ B R E V K O R T . 
( C A R T E  P O S T A L E ) ” ; the fifth “  Paa denne 
S id e  skrives kun Adressen. (C b tl reserve' ei 
I ’adresse.)”  Four lines for the address. 
Stam p o f the type o f 1885 with large figures 
in the corners. [See illustration, p. 408.]

Size 1 2 9 x 8 0  mm.
Surface-printed in colour on b u ff card.
* This probably refers to exchange o f the cards in the 

hands of private persons.—T r a n s .
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Nov. 25, 1887. 5 bre, green, yellow-green on 
buff.

Aug. 10 ,, 10  ore, carmine, vermilion on
buff.

V arieties. W ithout the dotted ground to 
the shield.

s ore, yellow-green on buff.
10 ,, carmine

The Circular o f Septem ber 15, 1888 (see 
page 16 1,  vol. xviii., M o n th ly  Jo u rn a l), 
announced the issue o f a  new card, value 
3 Sre, and also another 5 ore card, both for 
inland correspondence. T h ey  made their 
appearance on the 1st October, 1888.

Issue o f  October is l, 1888.

Form ula as in 1879, with two lines of 
heading and four lines for the address, the 
first headed by “  T il.”  Stam p at right, the 
re-engraved die o f the 8 and 10  ore cards o f 
Septem ber, 1875, for the 3 ore, the Arm s 
type o f  1882 and 1885 for the 5 ore, (i.) With 
sm all figures in the com ers ; (ii.) W ith large 
figures.

Surface-printed on w h ite, or blu ish -w h ite  
card.

3 ore, grey, deep grey, olive-grey.
5 ,, yellow-green, green (i.).
5 ,, ,, pale yellow-green (ii.).

V arieties, (a) W ith larger “  i ”  in “  S ide ."
(b) W ith figure “ 1 ’ for “ i ”  in “ skrives.”
(c) W ith figure “  1 ”  for “  i ”  in “  Side ” and 
“  skrives.”

S ore, yellow-green (ii.).

T he C ircular o f  N ovem ber 25, 1905, which 
• was given under the adhesive stam ps (see 

page 204, vol. xviii., M onthly Jo u r n a l), an
nounced the following issue, which appeared 
in 19 0 6 :—

Issue o f  A p r il, 1906.
T he inscriptions, size, frame, etc., remain 

as  before, but the stam ps are changed. The 
3 ore is o f the type o f the adhesive stamps 
o f Ju ly , 1905, with numeral in an o v a l ; the 
5 and 10  ore are o f the type with head of 
K in g  Christian IX , re-engraved at Berlin 
for surface-printing, as  described for the 
W rappers o f 1906. T h e 3 and 5 ore have 
the form ula o f October, 1888, and the 10  ore 
that o f August, 1887.

Surface-printed as usual.
3 ore, grey on white.
5 ,, green „  

to ,, red on buff.

In accordance with the Official Communi
cation o f the D irector-General o f Posts, 
dated Jan u ary  28, 1907 (see page 205, 
vol. xviii., M onthly Jo u rn a l) , cards were 
issued with stam ps bearing the portrait of 
K ing  Frederick V I I I .

Issues o f  M arch a n d  A p r il, 1907.
Cards as  la s t ; stam ps o f the new type, 

with portrait o f K ing Frederick V I I I ,  en
graved at Berlin for surface - printing, as 
described under the W rappers o f 1907.

March 20, 1907. 5 ore, green on white.
April 22 „  10 ,, red on buff.

{T o  be continued .)

A  F I N E  B IR T H D A Y  G I F T
No. 68, 1500 varieties.
Each specimen is in perfect condition, and the 

1500 different Stamps form a splendid start for any 
one. A large number of really rare and valuable 
stamps are contained in this collection ; but it is 
impossible to enumerate them, as we are constantly 
adding New Issues and Older Stamps when pur
chased. Satisfaction is guaranteed.

£ 1  15s., post-free and registered.
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The Stamps of some of the 
Dative States of India
B y  E .  B. E V A N S

(Continued from page 341.)
Orcha

IN June, 1900, a  set o f  stam ps was chroni
cled for this State, which seem s to have 
had no use for them at all. T h e  history 

o f the issue was eventually related in The 
P h ila /e lic  Jo u r n a l o f  In d ia , as  follows :—

“  We have now some more definite news about 
the Orcha stamps. It seems that they were a 
private speculation on the part of a European 
jeweller, who hit upon the idea when on a trade 
tour in the Orcha State. H e stipulated that he 
alone was to have the sale of them. He is dead 
now, and the State considers that this incident 
has loosened the bonds o f the contract, and it is 
now, we believe, prepared to supply Philatelists 
(if they care to buy !).”

T here  were four values o f these interest
ing curiosities, the general design being the 
same in all, but differing in the ornam ents in 
the upper right- and lower left-hand corners, 
and in the triangular spandrels, as shown in 
the illustrations given below.

T hey were lithographed on thin, white 
wove paper, the J  anna in sheets o f twenty, 
five horizontal rows o f four, and the other 
values in sheets o f twenty-four, six horizon
tal rows. One row o f four transfers o f the 
J a .  is stated to have been spoiled, and 
removed from the stone in consequence. 
The value o f the stam ps and o f the sheets 
was given in the upper and lower m argins, 
th us:— “ 20 HALF ANNA STAMPS—VALUE 
10 AS.” “ 24 ONE ANNA STAMPS—VALUE 
R s. I A s. 8,” etc. T o  render them more 
valuable to collectors the stam ps were post
marked (?) in sheets, with an obliteration

consisting o f the letter “  O ”  within an oval 
o f bars, carefully applied to each horizontal 
pair o f stam ps ; and in order that no one 
should cavil at u sed  stamps with original 
gum, the trouble and expense o f gum m ing 
were entirely dispensed with. W hether these 
labels also exist unused , or not, I am  unable 
to say, but I have never seen them in that 
condition.

Copies in their normal condition are perf. 
about 13 , but I have a  horizontal pair o f the 
4 a. imperforate, u sed  in the sam e m anner as 
the rest. T h e  1 a. has been chronicled in 
the sam e condition and the other two values 
presum ably exist.

$ a., fed.
1 a., mauve.
2 a., orange-yellow.
4 a., dark green.

Varieties. Imperforate.
i  A- (?)•
1 a .,  m auve.
2 a. (?).
4 a., dark green.

E nvelope.
T here is also  a stam ped envelope, belong- 

to this set, o f white laid paper, 137  x  80 mm., 
bearinga circular stamp 
of the annexed design, 
lithographed in the 
right upper corner. It 
does not appear to 
have been considered 
necessary to obliterate 

! this, and as Postal 
Stationery was going 
out o f fashion at that 
date, it was hardly necessary to issue this 
envelope at all.

J a .,  em erald -green .
I mention the supposed stam ps o f Orcha 

solely as a  warning, in case an y o f my 
readers should be offered them for sale.

T h e above was in type before 1 had an 
opportunity o f seeing the article in The 
P h ila te lic  Jo u r n a l o f  In d ia , which is repro
duced in the present number. W hat I have 
given is the history o f the Orcha stam ps, as 
at present known to collectors. T h at history 
m ay be entirely wrong, but I think we re
quire actual proof that such is the case 
before finally rejecting it. I f  the stam ps 
have really been in regular use for the last 
eight years, there should be no difficulty in 
proving that fact, and it would have been 
better to do this before challenging state
ments made at the time o f the issue o f the 
stam ps and hitherto undisputed.

{T o  b t con tin u td.)
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Bhor and Oncba
F ro m  “  T he P h ila te lic  Jo u r n a l o f  In d ia  ”

F O R  as long as the present regim e lasts, 
we are anxious to dissociate ourselves 
from the views o f some o f our pre

decessors regarding the legitim acy o f the 
current issues o f the two States above-m en
tioned. It was in Septem ber, 1900, that we 
first announced a forthcoming issue for 
Bhor, adding that as the post offices in Bhor 
have for years past been worked b y the 
Im perial Post, the stam ps cannot be em 
ployed for any legitim ate purpose. T h e  
current half-anna stamp did not reach E n g 
land until about a year later, when it was 
greeted by the M on thly Jo u r n a l for S e p 
tember, 190 1, in the following term s :—

“ In spite o f the inscription ‘ Bhor State 
Postage ’ at the top, we believe it to be intended 
solely for the extraction of Revenue from stamp 
collectors, as the post offices in that State have 
long been worked by the Imperial Government. 
We mention this curiosity by way of warning.”

In June, 1902, the M on thly Jo u r n a l d is
posed o f  the matter to its own satisfaction 
as follows :—

“  There has been some discussion in the maga
zines as to the possibility of there being any use 
for a state issue of postage stamps here, and we 
published in January some information which 
professed to show that there was still a State 
Post Office in Bhor, though it did not do much 
business. We are glad, however, to learn from 
the following letter, received by Messrs. Alfred 
Smith & Son, that such is not the case, and that 
the stamp of last year may be safely struck out 
of our lists.”

“  O ffice of th e  D IR E C T O R -G E N E R A L  of 
the  Post O ffice of I ndia .

“ C alcutta , 22nd A p ril, 1902. 
“ G entlemen ,—With reference to your letter 

dated the 10th October, 1901, containing an 
enquiry relative to the stamps issued by the Bhor 
Native State, I have the honour to say that as 
the postal arrangements within the State in ques
tion are managed by this department, there is no 
scope for the use of the Bhor Native State stamps 
for the payment of postage within that State.

“ I have, etc.,
“ Asst. Director-General.”

About a  year later, when we were our
selves exercising the functions o f political 
agent to the Bhor State, we took the trouble 
to write in these pages a  description o f the 
State Postal system, including a  list o f the 
State Post Offices which were working at 
that time. W hen a system which .is in pro
gress under one’s own eyes is disbelieved in, 
one is rather at a  loss to know what to do 
next to conquer prejudice, and there the

matter had to rest for a time. In 1906, how
ever, Mr. W etherell got hold of, and printed 
in this journal, an official description o f the 
postal arrangem ents in the majority o f the 
N ative States which contained the following 
p a ssa g e :—

“ Though the Nawab of Junagad and the Chief 
of Bhor have no objection to the opening of 
Imperial Post Offices and lines in their States, 
they are unwilling to abolish their State daks and 
stamps. The Government of Bombay is also 
unwilling to bring pressure to bear on these 
Chiefs to accept postal unity.”

During the present year the Government 
o f India has published an official Imperial 
Gazetteer in four volumes containing a 
chapter by a  leading authority on each de
partment o f the adm inistration. T h at the 
chapter on the Post Office is innocent o f 
philatelic influence m ay be gathered from 
the fact that postage stam ps take up no more 
than twelve lines out o f m any pages, and 
that the most important change that has 
ever taken place in Indian postage stamps 
was the adoption o f Postal Union colours. 
In discussing the N ative State postal sys
tems, this chapter states clearly that Bhor 
and O rcha use their own stamps.

T h e  various reasons, inherent in the 
stam ps themselves, why the Bhor issue 
should not be speculative have been pointed 
out before, and do not require more than 
the briefest recapitulation. T h ey  are  :—

1. That the issue is confined to one low
value.

2. That it was accom panied by similar
stam ps for receipts and Court Fees.

3. That so far from pushing its sale,
the State has actually discouraged
applications from philatelists.

4. That the stam p it succeeded was
hopelessly inefficient.

T he current issue o f Orcha was announced 
by us at very much the same time as the 
Bhor stamp, and while the same spirit was 
in the air. In the autumn of 1900 we sug
gested that all the Orcha stam ps were 
intended for the collection o f reven u e;  a 
little later we expressed the belief that the 
stam ps were entirely speculative, and that 
they were not used for any postal purpose, 
and finally we produced the following pretty 
little story which has been incorporated in 
Gibbons’ Catalogue ever since.

“  We have now some more definite news about 
the Orcha stamps. It seems they were a private
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s|>eculation on the part of a European jeweller, 
who hit upon the idea when on a trade tour in 
the Orcha State. He stipulated that he alane 
was to have the sale of them. He is dead now, 
and the State considers that this incident has 
loosened the bonds o f the contract, and it is now, 
we believe, prepared to supply philatelists (if 
they care to buy)."

A s an am using instance o f the lengths to 
which people m ay be led astray b y  a  story 
o f this kind, we m ay point out that no less 
an authority on Indian N ative State stam ps 
than M ajor E van s  illustrated in the French 
Official Catalogue o f 1904, the com mon one 
anna receipt stam p of O rcha as  a  bogus 
postal ! *  T his is all the more rem arkable 
since he him self in the M . J .  o f October, 
1900, considered the sam e stam p w as prob
ably correctly classed as a  fiscal.

T h e circum stances o f O rcha are extra
ordinarily like those o f Bhor. In the latter 
a Poona tradesm an who was charged in 
these pages with “ engineering”  the issue, 
turned out on enquiry to have been m erely 
the contractor for supplying the presses and 
material ; and i f  only the O rcha jew eller had 
not died, we expect he too would have no 
difficulty in c learing his reputation. Mr. 
W cthereil’s official account shows that Orcha 
has seventeen post offices o f its own, which 
is more than several o f the accepted stam p
issuing States. T h e account is eloquently 
silent as regards postage stam ps, but we 
do not know whether this is due to editing. 
The Im perial Gazetteer clearly states 
that Orcha uses its own postage stamps, 
and, finally, the postal issue was accom 
panied by issues for receipt and court fee 
purposes which are very fam iliar in used 
condition to collectors o f fiscals.

Between 1900 and 1904 our editorial out
look undenvent a  considerable change, for in 
the latter year the new issue for Ja ip u r was 
chronicled without any reservation, though 
there were just as  m any Im perial Post Offices 
in that State as  in the former two. A  
philatelic dem and accordingly arose for 
Jaipur stam ps that could not be satisfied 
with the original prim itive methods o f manu
facture and a  new issue was therefore ordered 
from England.

W e have now to endeavour to account for 
the prejudice on the part o f the Im perial 
Post Office which has given rise to m islead
ing and inaccurate statements regarding the 
Bhor issue. It is hardly necessary to state 
that we do not for a  moment believe the 
inaccuracies are intentional. W e look upon

* I  do not quite underttard w hy m y faith in a  story, 
which was published in a  highly respected contemporary, 
should have led to the insert.on o f  the w rong illustration 
in the French Official Catalogue. The fact is that after 
sending m y M S. (in which no illustrations were inserted) 
to the editors o f  the Catalogue in question, I heard no 
more of it uotil the work w as published, and 1 therefore 
bad no opportunity o f correcting an y errors in illustra
tions or otherwise.*— E . B . E .
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them as m erely careless, or in the alternative, 
as  inspired b y  excessive zeal. In the ad
ministration o f a  system  o f uniform rates, 
irrespective o f distance, over a  large area, 
the loss on the long distances is expected to 
be made up by the profit on short distances, 
and when the latter is carried o ff b y any 
considerable num ber o f local posts, the 
success o f the whole is seriously impeded. 
It was for this reason that in most European 
countries the introduction o f uniform rates 
was accom panied by the suppression o f local 
posts. T he E n g lish  C ircular D elivery Com 
panies and the Oxford and Cam bridge 
College issues are instances o f infractions o f 
the postal laws which were visited by the 
displeasure o f the authorities. In India the 
Governm ent has not cared to enforce postal 
laws upon the semi-independent native 
princes, and the absorption o f the local posts 
is left to am icable and mutual arrangem ents 
m ade by the Post Office Department, with 
whom the extension o f these arrangem ents 
has a lw ays been a  cardinal point o f policy. 
T h e  Im perial Post Office is alw ays trying to 
get the N ative States to g ive up their own 
system s, not, as  som e think, out o f tender 
care for philatelists, but sim ply for its own 
profit and efficiency. Much as  we sym pa
thise with these endeavours, and much as 
we wish them success, yet we are bound to 
say  that the official opinion o f the Im perial 
Post Office regarding the necessity or scope 
o f any native issue is the very  last opinion 
we should look to to form our own estimate. 
T h e post offices o f Bhor and O rcha m ay at 
any time succum b to the blandishm ents o f 
their big neighbour, and collectors o f native 
issues, am ong whom we do not number 
ourselves, m ay find them selves with some 
aw kward blanks to fill.

N oth .— I t would m anifestly be unseemly 
for an ignorant person like m yself to express 
any decided opinion upon a  subject on which 
the views o f the present “  w e "  o f The 
P h . J .  o f  /. are diam etrically opposed to 
those o f former occupants o f the editorial 
chair. I possess the stam ps in question and 
therefore speak o f them without any pre
judice against them.

Bhor is a  State which has never pressed 
its stam ps upon the attention o f collectors ; 
its earlier h a lf and one anna stam ps re
m ained in use for m any years, without any 
intentional change, varying only in the shade 
o f the red  paint employed, and in the illegi
bility o f the impressions produced ; it is 
therefore not impossible that the stamp 
chronicled in 190 1 m ay have been doing its 
duty during the last seven years, in the 
sam e unobtrusive manner as its predecessors, 
though it is  curious that, if such be the case, 
no u sed  copies should have turned up in 
ordinary course.
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O rcha commenced business in a very 
different fashion ; the first stam ps seen were 
in entire sheets, neatly postm arked to order, 
indicating an intimate acquaintance with 
the weaker side o f Philately, which was only 
too likely to arouse a  certain amount o f sus
picion. So  far as I am aware, the stam ps o f 
O rcha have never yet been seen b y European 
collectors and dealers in any less question
able shape ; if  therefore their reputation is 
none o f the best, that fact is due in part to 
the action o f the State authorities at the 
commencement o f the issue, and in part to 
the inaction o f the writer o f the article given 
above, who has allowed an innocent and 
indeed highly meritorious State to be gross
ly  libelled for eight long years. Fo r a State

which starts its stam p-issuing career in such 
a  very  dubious m anner, and which, on being 
shown the error o f its w ays, forthwith re
pents, reforms, and em ploys its stam ps for 
so m any years, without further advertisem ent 
o f their existence, is truly deserving o f the 
greatest credit. Still it is odd that none of 
those u sed  stam ps turn up, and 1 hesitate to 
recomm end the stam ps o f O rcha, without 
some further information as  to their char
acter ; lest, peradventure, the original story 
as to their illegitim ate origin should turn 
out to be true after all, and it should appear 
that the State authorities, finding that Stam p 
Collectors had no use for their stamps, 
realized that they had no use for them 
either.— E . B . E v a n s .

IHalta Post Office
fl History of the Post Office and the Stamps of IDalta
B y  L lEU T. W . R .  G A T T ,  R o y a l  M alta  A rt i l le ry

IT  has not been possible to trace the 
exact date when the M alta Post O ffice* 
was first established, but since M alta 

has been under British rule it has always 
possessed a local Post Office, distinct from 
the Crown establishm ent and having to do 
solely with the distribution o f local corre
spondence. T h e local Post Office was 
necessarily worked at a  loss— the more so 
when, about 1880, the burden was thrown 
upon the Island Exchequer o f partially 
m aintaining mail services between M alta 
and Sicily.

Consequently all arrangem ents for internal 
posts were of the m ost m eagre description, 
the letters finding their way about the Island 
as best they could, by means o f the Police 
and o f the M ail Contractor’s boys, m any o f 
whom could not read the addresses and 
were thus obliged to get through their duty 
much at haphazard.

In 1859 1 find that the conveyance o f the 
country m ails was done b y an omnibus 
company, at an annual remuneration o f less 
than £ \ o o  ; in addition there w as a sum o f 
.£40 voted by Council for the m ails between 
M alta and Gozo, St. Ju lians, Sliem a, and 
Valletta.

Important local letters were seldom  en
trusted to the Island Post Office at all. 
M oreover, as  though to accentuate the un
certainty of the local post, letters were not 
as  a m atter o f course delivered at their 
addresses, but were left at the Police stations 
to be called for, unless they were prepaid an

*  There existed a  Post Office during the rule o f  the 
Knights o f  St. Joh n  o f Jerusalem  here, but very scanty 
particulars are to be had.

extra halfpenny ; whilst insufficiently prepaid 
and registered letters were not sent out for 
delivery at all (except to Gozo), but rem ained 
at the local Post Office until the addressee 
happened to go  there in search o f  corre
spondence.

Contem poraneously with the Island Post 
Office there was a Crown establishm ent o f 
the Post Office, which dealt with the corre
spondence for abroad, the revenue derived 
from the postage going into Im perial funds. 
T he work was supervised by a  Packet 
Agent. T he earliest date o f such appoint
ment that 1 could find was 18 17 , when Mr. 
Robert M acnab was m ade Packet Agent.

In 1849 >he Local Post was allied to and 
began to work side by side, under one roof, 
with the Crown establishm ent, at the sug
gestion o f the late M r. Bourchier, then Her 
M ajesty’s Packet A gent and Island  Con
troller o f the C u sto m s; this officer under
took to supervise the Island Posts without 
any additional emolument, an econom ical 
arrangem ent for the local finances, which 
his successors acquiesced in, although it 
was distinctly stipulated on the part o f the 
Crown that they should be under no com
pulsion to do so.

M eanwhile the Crown Post Office had 
gradually advanced from the sm all begin
nings o f  a  packet agen cy to a  proper mail 
office.

Mr. Bourchier’s successor, M r. Coxon, 
becam e Deputy Postm aster-General, a  title 
subsequently shortened into that o f  Post
m aster, and he and his successors have held 
no other appointment, except that o f  unpaid 
Superintendent o f the Island Post Office.
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Trustworthy evidence o f  the rapid strides 
made by the Post Office m ay be found in 
the necessary increase o f officials in 1884. 
The staff was increased from one to seven 
clerks ; whilst a  minor establishm ent o f four 
permanent officers, assisted  by five auxiliary 
letter-carriers, was approved of.

The Crown Post Office alw ays paid its 
way, and produced a surplus revenue ; con
sequently its transfer to local control was 
very much desired, and this was agreed  to 
in 1883 by the Im perial G overn m ent; but it 
was delayed for over six  months b y the 
stormy state o f our insular politics, through 
an obstinate refusal on the part o f the 
elected m em bers of Council to allow the 
Post Office Ordinance to be read even a  
first time, without having all its provisions 
translated into Italian, although the text was 
in that language.

The difficulty was, however, at length 
surmounted ; but six months’ postal revenue 
was lost for ever.

A s stated above, it was in the year 18 17  
that a  British Packet A gency was first 
established at M alta, by H is M ajesty’s Post
master-General. In 18 4 1, it was found that 
the business had outgrown the prem ises in 
Strada R eale, Valletta, occupied b y  the 
Agency, which in the following year was 
removed to the building in Strada M ercanti, 
where the work o f the Post Office was carried 
on until 1884.

T h e following extract (translated from the 
Italian) from the P o rta fo g lio  M altese o f the 
10th M ay, 18 4 1, shows that som e attention 
was being drawn to postal m atters in that 
y e a r :—

“ L E T T E R  PO STS
“  It is said that Cyrus the Persian was the first 

to institute a letter post in his Empire. Augustus 
is said to have been the first to introduce it in 
Europe; but in Japan and in China it was still 
earlier, and the Spanish on arriving at America 
found posts in existence from Cuxo and from 
Lima. Augustus, however, only invented it to 
transmit with regularity and speed Government 
despatches to the various parts of his far-spread 
kingdom. In the Middle Ages the Pope and 
Charles the Great revived a postal system for the 
sameobject. LouisXI,byanordinancedated 1464, 
extended it more, but it was only under Charles 
V III that the post was used for commercial and 
private purposes. Ferdinand and Isabella on 
taking Granada established post offices in their 
states, and in England posts commenced under 
Edward IV  ; it was only towards the middle of 
the seventeenth century that the post was regu
larly administered in England and France. In 
May, 1630, there were created in France post
masters and letter-carriers, hereditary offices the 
sale of which was the only thing to which the 
Government paid any attention for the next forty- 
two years. In 1676 all the offices of the various 
departments were brought under one administra
tion, and Louis X IV  let out the posts to Lazarus 
Petit for 1,200,000 francs, a price which regularly

increased latei, till the time of the Revolution, 
when it produced for the treasury 12,000,000 a 
year.

“  The English Parliament established posts in 
1660, which produced 525,000 francs four years 
later; in 1723, 5,040,000; in 1793, 15,175,000 
francs, and after that much more. The Local 
Post, that which serves the city internally, was 
only established at Paris in 1759 ; but in London 
it dated from 1683. At Paris horses were used 
by letter-carriers, but in London the omnibuses 
carried the postmen into the suburbs. At the 
post offices of these two kingdoms, in less than 
three hours, 4000 bags are opened containing 
from thirty to thirty-six thousand letters which 
are at once sorted, charged, postmarked, and 
ready for distribution, but it is done most quickly 
and simply in England.”

T h e  new prem ises were, however, found 
unsuitable as the business increased, the 
accomm odation for the public being wholly 
inadequate as well as the space for' the 
official business o f  the department. Various 
schem es o f alteration were proposed and 
abandoned ; am ong them m ay be mentioned 
a  project o f S ir  G aspard L e M erchant, then 
Governor o f M alta, to remove the Post Office 
to the Old Borsa in Strada San Paolo, which, 
with this object in view, the L ocal Govern
ment altered at some expense without con
sulting the Post Office, the upshot being 
that the Postm aster-General declined to 
move, the place being entirely unsuitable.

Nothing more was done until the year 
1880, when on an urgent representation from 
the Cham ber o f Commerce, S ir  Arthur 
Borton, Governor o f M alta, subm itted to the 
Colonial Office a  proposal to alter the build
ing ; this proposal was ultim ately accepted 
by the Im perial Government, on the recom 
mendation o f H er M ajesty’s  Postm aster- 
G eneral, who cam e out to M alta with special 
instructions to report upon it, the Treasury 
sanctioning an increase o f rent o f  ,£200 a 
year for en larged and im proved premises. 
T h e project, however, was defeated in the 
Council, an investm ent o f public m oney at 
4 J  per cent being a  financial operation 
beyond the comprehension o f the hon. 
m em bers on the elected side ; and for some 
time, nothing w as done.

T h e Local Governm ent, however, did not 
abandon their intention to im prove the p re
m ises, and the original schem e o f alteration 
gave w ay to the bolder plan o f rebuilding 
the entire structure, only leaving untouched 
the historic faqade o f the G rand M aster 
Zondadari.

The Post Office building was originally 
erected as a  private residence in the year 
1604. Having been purchased in I7 i9 b y th e  
Giurati, it was, after alteration and embellish
ment, formally dedicated in 1721 to the Mer
cantile Community by the Grand Master 
Zondadari, whose brief reign o f less than two 
years and a half thus left its mark upon our
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street architecture. T he inscription on the 
faqade runs as follows :

MARCUS ANTON1US ZONDADARIUS M.M.
HAS ZEDES IN COMMODIOREM FORMAM 

REDACTAS
PUBLICIS MEI.lTAi NEGOCI1S 

ET PUBLICS PIETATI APERU1T 
ANNO DMI. MDCCXXI.

In 1762 the house was once more reno
vated under the Grand M aster Pinto, and it 
continued to be occupied by the Giurati until 
the suppression o f that body by S ir Thom as 
M aitland in 18 18 . Before the latter date, 
and up to the year 1850, a  portion o f the 
house was used for the custody o f the ar
chives, which now occupy a part o f the 
upper floor o f the A uberge d’ ltalie. Pinto’s 
restoration is com memorated on a  mural 
tablet within the building :—

AULAM HANC CUM : SF.Q : MANSIONIBUS AB 
F.MO. ET SERO.

M.M. ET PUPE F.D. ANT. MANOF.L DE 
VILHENA CONTIGUO

MONTI PIF.TATIS BENIGNK COMMDATAM 
EMUS ET SERUS.

M.M. ET PR1NCEPS FR. D. EMMANUEL PINTO 
DE FONSECA.

F/EL REGNANS FZODEM MONTE IN M. 
CURIAM CASTEL:

SPI.ENDIDE RENOVATAM F.T AMPI.ITAM 
TRADUCTO UNIVERSITATI

CLEMENTER REST1TU1T QU^l ILLAM AD 
PROPIUM USUM

CONCINNAV1T AN. DMI. 1 7 6 2  MENS.
AUGUS. PR/ESIDF.NTE

EXO. D. SENESCALLO HAJULAVO FRA D. 
FRANCISCO

XIMENES DE TEXADA SEDENTIBUS NOD.
JURATIS

JO. CAROLO BORG. XAVERIO MADIONA 
AUGUSTINO MARCHESE. ET JACOBO 

ISUARD XUEREB.

In 1884, when the branch o f the Im perial 
Post Office was transferred to the Local 
Governm ent and united to the Island Post 
Office, it becam e necessary for the better 
working o f this D epartm ent to have a  more 
commodious and spacious building. A ccord 
ingly on the suggestion o f the late Mr. Duke, 
Im perial Postm aster, and the late M r. F .  V. 
Inglott, Colonial Postm aster, the G overn
ment cam e to terms with the proprietors o f 
the “  Palazzo Parisio  ”  in the sam e street, a 
building very well adapted for the needs o f 
a  Post Office.

T h e  distinguishing feature o f this building 
as a  Post Office is the placing o f the public 
counters not only on the ground floor, but 
close to the entrance, right and left o f which 
there are the P o sle  R estante with all the 
private boxes in Am erican style, and all 
facilities for the purchase o f stam ps and 
registration o f letters.

Turning upstairs to the left, the first land
ing brings us to the window for the issue of 
money and postal orders. Pursuing our way 
to the first floor, we find a spacious apart
ment devoted to the parcel post business, 
whilst in the “ lo g g ia ” m ay be observed 
tables for the convenience o f the naval and 
m ilitary orderlies, to whom the service corre
spondence is issued direct from the adjoining 
sorting-rooms.

j T he latter are two in number, for the 
Inward and Outward M ails respectively, and 

! in their arrangem ent m ay be recognized the 
j late S ir  Ferdinand V . Inglott’s attention to 

m atters o f detail, which had already been 
I displayed in the old building. Facing us in 
I the passage is a  doorway bearing the ominous 
I word “  Adm inistration,” through which we 
j reach the Chief C lerk ’s and Accountant’s 
| room, the Postm aster’s room, and the Corre- 
j spondence room. A  library for the use o f the 
j officers o f the D epartm ent has lately been 

added. O therim provem entshavebeenandare 
I being m ade from year to y e a r ; but one which 
j would be o f the greatest importance has no 

likelihood o f being carried out, owing to lack 
! o f funds. T he Palazzo Parisio  possesses a 

large yard, surrounded by a number o f rooms 
in which all the minor branches, such as 
P o sle Restante, Private Boxes, Sa le o f Stam ps, 
R egistration o f Letters, M oney and Postal 
Orders, P arcels Post, etc., could very well be 
worked, a s  in the principal continental Post 
Offices, thus saving the public from having 
an y need to go  upstairs.

T h e Palazzo Parisio  was built during the 
eighteenth century b y  the wealthy Prelate 
M onsignor G iovanni D om enico Sciberras, 
after the design o f  the Italian architect 
Peruzzi.

M onsignor Sciberras, Com m ander o f  the 
Order o f  Sa n  G iovanni di Barcellona in the 
Priory o f Castile, and B ishop o f Ep ifan ia, in  
p a rtib u s , whose portrait m ay be seen in the 
Chapter Room  o f the Cathedral at Notabile, 
died on the 25th o f  Jun e, 1744, and lies 
buried in the Church o f the Frati Minori 
Conventuali (Santa M aria  di Gesu), Valletta, 
where his A rm s ap pear in the pavem ent of 
the North A isle, but the epitaph has become 
illegible. H is  princely surroundings, as  well 
as  his intim ate relations with the H oly See, 
exposed him  to the jea lou sy  o f the Grand 
M aster Pinto, whose attem pt to p ay  him 
surreptitiously, b y night, a  necessary visit of 
cerem ony, w as cleverly  defeated b y  the 
attendance o f  a  num ber o f the B ishop’s 
retinue, bearing torches, to escort the Grand 
M aster in state from the Palazzo Parisio 
back to the P a lace  o f  Valletta. T h e Palazzo 
was the residence o f  N apoleon when on his 
way to E g y p t  in 1800. It was also occupied 
b y S ir  R alph  A bercrom by in the sam e year, 
during the time the E gyp tian  Expedition 
rem ained at M a lta ; and afterwards by
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General Fox, the Com m ander-In-Chief in 
the Mediterranean.

P o stal C ircu la rs  (translated from the 
Italian).

1. “  P ost O f f ic e .
“ P ia z z a  T f.s o r e r ia .

TARIFF. TAKI. GRANI.

Each letter handed to the messenger 
of the respective districts will be 
charged ....................................... 1

r ach letter sent from the Post Office 
will be charged on delivery - IO

Letters addressed to persons on hoard 
ships, in the country, or inGozo(which 
are delivered gratis), will be charged I ro

Letters for Sicily or any other parts be
yond tne island will be charged 2

Letters arriving from abroad will be 
charged on delivery . . . . 2 -

“  No letter containing more than two sheets of 
paper will be accepted for Malta and Gozo ; and 
letters addressed to Sicily or any other parts be
yond this Island must have one single sheet.

“ Va l l e t t a , A u g u st 2 0 th, 18 13 .”

Note.—In the currency o f M alta o f this 
period— 20 g ra n i=  1 ta r i ; 12  tari =  1 scudo =
is. 8d.
2 . “  T a r iff o f the Postage authorized to be lev ied  

fo r  account o f Governm ent on A ll Letters re
ceived at an d  fo rw a rd ed  fro m  the Is la n d  Post 
Office in  M alta.

Outward 
and from 
the Great 
Harbour.

From  the 
Quaran. 

tine
Harbour.

Kacb single letter . . . . 3<>- 4d.

E very other letter if  weighing less 
than an ounce . . . . 5d. 8d.

E very other letter i f  weighing one 
ounce and less than two ounces tod. */3

E very other letter i f  weighing two 
ounces ....................................... 1/8 a/6

Above two ounces for each ounce 
or an y  part thereof . iod. 1/ 1

“  T h e  P a l a c e , V a l l e t t a , D ecem ber 24/k, 18 *5 ."

3. “  Notice.
“  I m p o r t a n t .

“  Com pulsory prepaym ent o f Postage on Letters 
to the U n ited  K ingdom .

: “ On and from the 1 st March next, the full
I postage on all letters posted at this office addressed 
1 to any part of the United Kingdom m u st  be  

p a id  in  a d v a n c e , otherwise the letters w il l  
NOT BE FO RW ARDED.

“  The Agent for Her Majesty’s Packets has 
been authorized to return to the writers, after the 
above date, any letters addressed to the United 

■ Kingdom, on which the postage is found to be 
| w h o l l y  u n p a id  or paid less than a s in g l e  

RA TE.
“ This arrangement will be enforced, irrespec

tive o f whether the conveyance to the United 
Kingdom shall take place by British or French 
Packet, via Marseilles or via Southampton.

“  By order o f the Post-master General, 
“ (Sd.) J ohn  S. C o xo n ,

H . M . Packet Agent.
“  H .M .'s  P a c k e t  Of f i c e , Va l l e t t a ,

•* F eb ru a ry  1 st, 1858.”

4. “ G o v e r n m e n t  N o t ic e .

“ Her Majesty’s Postmaster General has been 
pleased to make an alteration in the official title 
o f the officer at the head o f the Malta Post 
Office and to designate him as Deputy Postmaster 
General instead o f Agent for Her Majesty’s 
Packets.

“  By command o f IT. E. the Governor, 
“ (Sd.) V icto r  H o u lt o n ,

“  C h ie f Secretary to Governm ent.
**T h b  Pa l a c e , V a l l e t t a ,

** A p r il 6 th , 1858.”

(T o  be continued.)

W A T E R M A R K  D E T E C T O R
Many Collectors experience great difficulty in 

detecting the Watermarks in some Stamps, such as 
Barbados Stars, United States, 1904 issues, etc* etc* 
We have therefore put into stock a small con
trivance for holding Benzine, which does not affect 
either the colour or the gum on a Stamp, and re
veals the watermark instantly. This is a most 
useful little article and is in constant use in our 
offices every day of the year.

Price is.; post-free in Great Britain, ts. 2d.
Staoley Gibbons, Ltd.,
39s Strand, London, W .C.

Philatelic tlotes and Queries
B y  E .  B .  E V A N S
Reprints

I  R E F E R R E D  last month to the fact 
that a  translation o f C aptain P. O hrt’s 
valuable work upon R ep rin ts  was being 

published in T he P h ila te lic  W orld ., and 
although I still have only the first instalm ent 
of that translation before me, I refer to it

again on account o f  the observations con
tained in the introductory portion o f the 
book on the subject o f the definition o f a  
reprint. T h is  is a  very important point, 
because when writing about reprints it is 
essential that we should be agreed as to 
what is a  reprint and what is not.
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T he definition adopted is g iven  as fo llow s:

“  Reprints are all new impressions of postage 
stamps, in any colour whatever : (I) after a new 
design has lieen accepted and already utilised;
(2) which have been made with genuine dies; (3) 
for postal purposes, and for preparing prints of 
all necessary stamps. The old postage stamps 
need not have l>een withdrawn from sale.”

It is possible that this definition m ay have 
suffered som ewhat from translation, for I 
confess that section (3) appears to me to be 
quite unintelligible. T h e author amplifies 
this definition to som e extent, but his ex
planations do not appear to have any refer
ence to this am biguous portion, and all that 
it seems necessary to quote is the follow
ing :—

“  The mere fact that a stamp is still being 
issued does not prove it to be an * original,’ for 
many reprints have been sold at their full face 
value, and allowed to be used for postage, solely 
for this reason, that otherwise the post office 
would lose if the reprints, after being sold cheaply, 
came to be used for ordinary postage.”

A  good m any years ago I made an 
attempt to define a  Reprint, and I am in
clined to think that, with a little modifica
tion, m y definition would still meet the case, 
but then one is apt to be prejudiced in 
favour o f one’s own offspring. M y defini
tion, as given in Stam ps a n d  S ta m p  C ollect
in g  fifteen years ago, runs :—

“  Impressions from the original plates, blocks, 
or stones, from which stamps were printed, taken 
after the issue of the stamps had ceased.”

I would alter the latter part o f this to 
m ake it read, “  after the issue o f  the stam ps 
to the P o st O ffice had ceased," because 
stam ps m ay remain on issue to  the public 
long after they have ceased to be printed in 
the ordinary course ; and any fresh impres
sions that are taken (except for the purpose 
o f  a  reissue o f the stam ps) are reprints.

I consider that, strictly speaking, a  re
print should be from the original plate or 
stone, but it is generally recognized that an 
impression from a  fresh plate or stone con
structed (like those first used) from the 
original die, m ay be accepted a s  a  reprint, 
and not regarded as a  mere im itation, even 
though there m ay be distinct differences in 
the spacing o f  the stam ps, and in such 
touching up o f the plate or stone as  m ay be 
necessary to com plete i t  I think also that 
a  rep rin t should be in approxim ately the 
sam e colour as the original, and that im
pressions in black  or re d  can hardly be 
termed reprints o f  a  stam p which was only 
issued in blue. Such things ap pear to me 
to be o f the nature o f “  fancy im pressions," 
whatever their date m ay be, though o f course 
those taken before the issue o f the stamps, 
as  Proofs or Colour Trials, and any that

m ight be printed during the issue o f the 
stam ps for som e sim ilar purpose, are on a 
very  different footing from those printed 
later am ongst the rep rin ts  proper.

Im pressions that are  allowed to pass for 
postage occupy a  different position—indeed, 
they occupy several different positions. 
A m ong the best-known exam ples are those 
o f  the early issues o f France, which seem 
to be usually regarded as sim ply reprints, 
and those o f the 1869 issue o f the United 
States which are  com monly listed as reissued  
stam ps. T h ere  does not appear to be any 
essential difference between the official or 
the philatelic positions o f the stam ps that 
have been thus differently tre a te d ; and if 
fresh supplies o f  stam ps are put on sale at 
post offices (even though this m ay be princi
pally for the convenience o f collectors) and 
are allowed to pay postage, I think such 
sale should be regarded as a  reissue.

T h e statement that “ the reprints b y the 
United States o f  the two issues o f 1847 arc 
from an original die which has been altered,” 
is possibly again  an error o f translation. 
T h e  original dies and plates o f the two 
values o f 1847 were no longer available, and 
the reproductions o f 1875 were from new 
dies and plates, m ade in imitation o f the 
originals.

*  *  *

T h e  Line-engraved Stam ps o f G reat Britain 
AFFORD an inexhaustible subject for study : 
each new generation o f philatelists finds 
som e fresh point to investigate, and each, 
let us hope, brings us a  little further on 
the way towards the complete history of 
our first postage stamps. T h e  construction 
o f the plates, the arrangem ent o f the comer 
letters, the num bering o f the plates ; the 
paper, with its two types o f waterm ark ; the 
perforation, with its two gauges m ixed up 
with the two Crowns ; and the gum , with its 
supposed effect upon the bluing o f the paper, 
have all had their turn ; and in the last few 
years increased attention has been paid to a 
m ore or less novel point, nam ely, the varia
tions in the type o f the letters in the lower 
com ers o f the stam ps from 1840 to 1864, 
and the question whether those variations 
could be made to prove the use o f different 
founts o f type at different periods.

A  paper by M r. J .  Bom efeld , published a 
short time b ack  in T h e Stam p Collectors’ 
F o rtn ig h tly , goes into this question far more 
deeply and system atically than any article 
that has previously appeared, but no doubt 
it does not contain the very last word upon 
a  very com plicated subject. It was recog
nized by M essrs. W right and Creeke, who 
were, I think, the first to make an y mention 
o f the different sizes o f the com er letters, 
that those upon plates t to 13 1  were of 
sm aller size than those used later, with the
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exception that upon plate 13 3  both sizes o f 
the letter “  G ”  occur. M r. Bornefeld greatly 
doubts the accuracy o f the latter part o f 
this account, for the reason that, although 
he has found certain differences in letters 
upon the sam e plate, he has never found 
what he considers two really different founts 
of letters used together. M essrs. W right 
and Creeke very  carefully exam ined the 
actual imprim atur sheets, which Mr. B orne
feld has not, I gather, had an opportunity 
of doing, and it is probable that the former 
are correct in saying that there is a  mixture 
of letters on that particular p la te ; on the 
other hand it m ust be rem em bered that they 
only recognized two founts o f letters, 
whereas Mr. Bornefeld goes further, and 
claims that there were four, two o f them 
later than the type introduced with plate 132 .

There is no doubt that certain changes in 
the type o f the lettering did take place, and 
it is probable that, as  M r. Bornefeld m ain
tains, these changes were not accidental but 
were made with a  view  to rendering the 
letters clearer and m ore d istin ct; a  com 
paratively sm all type o f lettering was used 
on plates 1 to 13 1 ,  upon this point he agrees 
with M essrs. W right and C re e k e ; a  larger 
type was employed later, and here again  the 
authorities are in agreement. A ccording to 
Mr. Bornefeld, his second fount was em 
ployed for plates 132  of Die I to 20 o f D ie I I ,  
and that there was then a  third fount used 
for plates 21 to 68 o f D ie I I ,  with the ex
ception o f plates 50 and 5 1, for which a 
fourth fount was used, which we must pre
sume was considered unsatisfactory. In the 
case o f the 2d., plates 1 to 4 have the first 
fount, plate 5 the second, and plate 6  the 
third.

For the differences between the various 
founts I must refer those o f m y readers who 
desire to go into this matter to Mr. Borne- 
feld’s paper and the excellent illustrations 
which accom pany it ; with their assistance 
and a  certain amount o f practice and ex
perience it should not be difficult to separate 
the four founts referred to. On one point I 
am quite unable to accept Mr. Borncfeld’s 
views, and that is with reference to his 
suggestion that the sam e punch was em 
ployed for but very  few im pressions on the 
plate and “ that probably in m any instances 
a punch was discarded after one use o n ly ” 
The m anufacturers o f the plates, and they 
surely know som ething about it, assert that 
the punches lasted for years, and all the 
evidence seem s to point in the sam e direction. 
When the design and 'method o f reproduc
tion with com er letters had been adopted, we 
may suppose that a  fa ir number o f punches 
was purchased or manufactured, all o f the 
same fount, and these seem to have lasted 
some twelve years, down to the time o f the 
manufacture o f plate 1 3 1  o f D ie I, o f the

Penny. A  new lot o f punches appears to 
have then been required, and it was perhaps 
decided to use rather larger le tte rs ; the 
second supply must have been a  sm aller one, 
according to M r. Bornefeld’s account, for it 
produced only 93 plates in place o f 13 1 .  
T h e third lot, I gather, consists o f letters 
rather taller than those o f the second and 
less wide in proportion ; they seem to be in 
no w ay superior to their predecessors in 
distinctness, and they are apparently less 
uniform than either lots 1 or 2, for M r. 
Bornefeld gives illustrations o f three varieties 
o f each letter o f lot 3, and o f  only one o f the 
two previous sets. T h is  third lot was used 
for 46 plates, but m ay not have been entirely 
worn out, as  the Rom an letters were super
seded by the san s-serif type in the subse
quent plates with letters in the four com ers 
o f the stam ps. Mr. Bom efeld ’s fourth fount 
o f Rom an letters was used, as stated above, 
for two plates only, 50 and 51 o f the penny, 
D ie I I  ; the letters are larger than any o f 
the others and illustrations are given o f two 
varieties o f each. T h e y  were presum ably 
experimental, and considered to be too 
large ; the use o f letters o f that size, unless 
they were struck exactly in the centres o f the 
squares, would be likely to result in dam age 
to the fram e lines. Possibly the presence o f 
these letters on plates 50 and 51 denotes 
that a  fresh supply o f punches was required 
in the middle o f  the period covered by the 
third fount, and that after trial o f the fourth 
type a  further lot sim ilar to the third was 
obtained, thus accounting for the irregularity 
o f the latter.

T h e fact that different founts o f letters 
are not found used together on the sam e 
plate (except perhaps in the one instance 
noted by M essrs. W right and Creeke) is 
certainly evidence o f intentional changes in 
the type, and at all events shows that when 
a fresh set o f punches was obtained those 
previously in use were discarded, for they 
cannot all have worn out at the same 
moment. Philatelists are certainly indebted 
to Mr. Bornefeld for having carried the 
corner-letter question a  long step further, 
even though they m ay not endorse all o f his 
theories, and I hope that what he has done 
m ay lead others to investigate the matter 
also and g ive  us the results o f their studies.

Forgeries
T h e  forger and the faker are alw ays with 
us, and as  th is is an age o f progress 
those gentlem en are b y no m eans stand
ing still, but are  advancing with the times, 
if not more so. The Stam p Collectors' 
Fortnightly  has recently published illustra
tions o f  som e o f the old-time forgeries, the 
sight o f  which m ight tempt any philatelist 
o f the present d ay  to be laudator tem poris
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nett, for most o f the early  attem pts to 
deceive collectors were by no m eans danger
ous. On the other hand, L 'E c h o  de la  
T im brologie, for October 3 1s t , contains a full 
page plate showing an approval sheet, which 
had been sent to a collector in Belgium  by,
1 gather, an enterprising gentlem an at L e g 
horn, every stam p upon which is an im ita
tion, and a good o n e ! A ll are forged, 
stam ps, surcharges, waterm arks, postm arks, 
everything ; in each case the imitation is 
well done, and in some cases detection is 
extrem ely difficult. It is true that there is 
one little point which should arouse sus
picion, but it is a  point to which the bargain- 
hunter pays little atten tion ; enormous 
discount o ff catalogue prices is offered, 65 
per cent on all purchases, and a larger 
discount still if the whole sheet is taken. 
T he stam ps are not all o f  them o f a  nature 
(if genuine) to be sold at such ruinous 
reductions as these, but the inexperienced 
collector is not aw are o f that fact, and som e 
o f his more experienced brethren are too 
eager for bargains to look very closely into 
their purchases.

It should not be necessary to warn col
lectors over and over again  that very great 
bargains offered by entire strangers should 
be most carefully exam ined ; it m ay be o f 
interest to point out that “  Ferm o P.,”  which 
forms part o f the address given by the 
vendor o f the curiosities referred to above, 
is an Italian form o f P oste R cstante, and 
therefore does not indicate this person’s real 
whereabouts.

* * *
New Zealand
1 gather  that the philatelic or postal 
vagaries o f our Antipodes are increasing 
and multiplying as prolifically as ever. 1 
have, fortunately, no further interest in 
“ New Issues,” but m y friend Mr. Cornelius 
W rinkle assures me that the list o f varie
ties is still “  mounting up at a  con
siderable rate.” H e finds some consola
tion in the fact that these “ varieties are 
genuine results o f developm ents o f stamp 
production,”  that is to say, o f incom petence 
and m uddling, “ about which there is no 
suspicion o f the made-for-collectors class o f 
article.”  I am  afraid that as an im partial ob
server I cannot fully agree, and if I collected 
N ew Zealand stam ps it would not be much 
consolation to me to know that the number
less minor and unnecessary varieties, that 
are constantly turning up, are all more or 
less legitim ate. A t the present day there 
is no reason whatever why any civilized 
country should spend ten years in experi
menting in the manufacture o f stam ps ; and 
further, I am  strongly inclined to suspect 
that these futile experim ents would have 
ceased long ago, i f  it were not for the fact

that they result in substantial profit to the 
Post Office by increased sales o f stamps 
that are never used for postage.

Mr. W rinkle is o f opinion that one o f these 
days there will be a  boom in recent New 
Zealanders, and he m ay be r ig h t ; collectors 
arc a  long-suffering race, with somewhat 
short mem ories, and the specialist is apt to 
be a  little wanting in discrim ination ; still, 
ten years o f  experim ents, with all the results 
sold over the post office counter, instead of 
being consigned to the waste-paper basket, 
would try the patience ot St. Philatelia her
self, and I am  not sure that a  “ boycott” 
would not be a  more deserved result than 
a  “  boom ”— though it is possible that the 
latter is the more likely o f the two.

Messrs. C. N issen  &  C o. k indly send me a 
copy o f The Stam p C ollectors' A n n u a l for 
1909, the sixth issue o f a  little periodical in 
which we arc  accustom ed to find “  T h e story 
o f o u r”  philatelic “ lives from year to year,” 
as  well as som e original articles and peeps 
into futurity. T h at useful feature “ The 
Philatelic L iterary In d e x ”  is given a promi
nent place, and must represent a great 
amount o f solid work ; there is an interesting 
paper on “  British Stam ps o f G reat Rarity,” 
with a  list including som e varieties which 
must presum ably have existed, but which 
have yet to be discovered ; a  miscellaneous 
collection o f articles upon divers stamps 
and subjects o f varying in terest; and a 
handy list o f Philatelic Societies and F.x- 
change Clubs concludes a novelty which the 
general collector m y well add to his accumu
lations.

T H E  IM P R O V E D
P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M . No. 0

One Hundred and Tenth Thousand.
The best and largest Shilling Album ever 

published.
176 large pages. Spaces for 4700 Stamps. 48 

extra pages added in this edition without extra 
charge.

All the Geographical and Historical Notes 
brought up fully to date. All the newest stamp- 
issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cay
man Isles, Hoi-hao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been 
added.

At the top of each page there is the name of the 
country, and a mass of valuable information, in
cluding date when Stamps were issued, population, 
area, reigning sovereign, capital, etc. Spaces of 
proper sizes are provided for all Stamps, and the 
book is bound in a superior manner in art cloth.

The Album contains a pocket to hold duplicate 
Stamps, and fifty Stamps will be presented gratis 
with each Album. There is also an illustrated 
Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with prices 
attached that we pay for each. Price, bound in 
handsome art cloth, post-free, is. 3d.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
39s Strand, London, W .C .
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Hew l$$ue$ and Discoveries
By FRANK PHILLIPS

/ should be most grateful i f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible Information concerning 
issues of stamps, new or projected. If possible a specimen should be senti which will be returned at once if  
desired, together with stamp for postage / or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK P H IL D P 8 , 391 8 trand, London, W.C.

Brunei.—We have now received a change 
of colour that we were led to expect, viz. the 8 c. 
in bluê  as the 5 c. had already assumed the 
colours of the previous 8 c. Although this stamp 
is all in blue, the centre is printed separately from 
the frame, the shades being different.

4
1908. Change 0 / colour. Type 4. Centre in  first colour.

IVtnk. M ultiple Crown C A. P er/. 14.
29'8 c., blue and indlgo-blue, O'

C anada.—Mr. Vincent Whipple sends us 
copies of the 1 c. and 2 c. of the Tercentenary 
stamps, issued on 17 July, 1908, showing slight 
differences of shade. The 1 c. is usually seen in 
greets on w hile paper, but there are a few copies 
from sheets bearing the plate number 3, in a 
slightly bluer shade of green, on greenish toned 
paper. The 2 c. is known in two shades of 
carmine, one being a little brighter than the 
other.

Our correspondent states that plate 3 of the 1 c. 
is rather uncommon, and that he has seen the 
values enumerated below with the plate numbers 
as follows:—

Plate i l j ,  1, a, 5, 7, io, 15, ao c.
,, a i, a, 5 c.
» 3U c*

Perhaps our readers may be able to give other 
plate numbers.

Crete.—We have received a sheet of 100 of 
the 10 lepta overprinted stamps, Prince George of 
Greece type, No. 130 in our chronicle of 5 Decem
ber, 1908. There are two errors of lettering

EAJUZ
34

9
in the EAAAZ overprint: No. 30 on the sheet has 
the order of letters wrong, reading EAAAZ ;

No. 34 has the “ E M omitted, and reads AAA2 . 
We should not be surprised if these varieties be
came extremely rare, as very few of this type 
were overprinted.

According to the Bulletin  Champion (25.11.08), 
the two Official stamps which were chronicled in 
our issue of 8 February, 1908, have also been 
overprinted EAAAZ.

21 S e p t e m b e r , 1908. Type 9 overprinted as Type 34, 
in  black.

V arieties, (iii ) “  E  ”  o f overprint om itted, reading
AAA2 .

10 1., scarlet (No. 73).

(iv.) O verprint reading  EAAAZ. 
xo )., scarlet (N. 73).

7 1 7a

Offic ia i S tamps. Types 71 an d jm overprinted as 
Type 34, tn black.

353'10 1., dull claret.
354130 1., slate-blue.

Ecuador.—In arranging our stock we have 
found a variety of the 20 c. on the 50 c. Official 
stamp, formed by overprinting the fiscal stamp of 
1898.

Official Stamp. 1898. F isca l stam p, Type F6, sur- 
charged as Type Q 5.

789a120 c., in black, on 50 c., lilac.

N icaragua.—We have been shown a copy of 
one of the 1902 provisionals, a 15 c. on 2 c., 
orange-red, with the surcharge dou rfe.
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1908. Type 15 su rch a rg ed  as Type a6, in  black. 
V a riety . S u rch a rg e double.

2o6tf|i5C. on 2 c., orange-red.

North Borneo.— Messrs. Bridger and Kay send 
us a copy of io c ., brown and slate-lilac, of the 
1902 issue (No. 115  in the Catalogue) with the 
overprint BRITISH  p r o t e c t o r a t e  double.

B R IT IS H

PR0TE<'T0RATE,
46 48

1901-4 . Type 46 c i'e rp rin tc d  w ith  Type 48, in  red. 
V a riety  (iii ). O verp rin t double.

*33<*l*o c., brown and slate-lilac (No. 115).

N y a s s a  (Portuguese Colony). —  ̂Messrs.
Bridger and Kay have shown us a 50 reis of the 
pictorial issue with the centre inverted. This 
stamp should come in the set commencing with 
No. 39a in the Catalogue.

1901. Type a. F ra m e in  black. P e r f. ia |  to  15. 
V a riety . C en tre in verted .

50 r.. black and bloe.

P a ra g u a y .—We have received another pro* 
visional and a batch of minor varieties from our

agents in this country : it is useless to attempt to 
describe these things, so we will content ourselves 
with merely listing them, as follows :—

1908. Type 39 su rch arg ed  in  black a s  Type 44.
5 c. on 60 c., orange-brown.

V a rieties , (i.) S u rch a rg e  in verted .
5 c. on 60 c., orange-brown.

(ii.) D ouble su rch arg e (one sla n tin g ).
5 c. on 60 c., orange-brown.

4® 41a

1 9 0 8  UN CENT/ o
45 46

1908. Type 40, w ith  o picial a d d ed  u n d er fig u r e  0 / 
va lu e , o verp rin ted  ** Habilitado— 1908 — on cen- 
TAvo— in / o u r  lin es , th u s :  w ith  Type 42a
in  black, Type 45 in  red, a n d  su rch a rg ed  a s  Type 46 
in  black.

V a rieties, (ii.) Type 45 om itted.
1 c. on x p., black and carmine.

(iii) Type 46 double.
1 c. on 1 p., black and carmine.

(iv.) Type 4za  om itted.
1 c. on r p., black and lake.

R io de O ro.—In our issue o f 26 September, 
1908, we listed a 15 c. on 75 c. provisional 
stamp, on the authority o f a  continental contem
porary : the surcharge was there stated to be in 
black, but copies we have just received have the 
surcharge in violet. We do not know whether it 
exists in both colours, but we will not include the 
black surcharge in our Catalogue until we have 
seen it.

We therefore correct our former chronicle as 
follows:—

3 7
Correction. 1908. Type 3  su rch a rg ed  w ith  Type 7, in  

violet.
40)15 c  on 75 c ., orange-brown.

STAN LEY GtDDONS 
PRICED CATALOGUE OF 
THE POSTAGE STA M PS OF THE WORLD 

V o l. I .  G re at B rita in  and Colonies. 
Post-free, as. 9d.

V o l. I I .  T h e  R est o f  th e W o rld .
P ost-free, as. tod.

Printed by W. Bkbndon &  Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, St a n le y  G ibbons, Ltd.. 39s Strand, London, W.C.
96 December, 1908.
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Editorial llotes
Editorial Communications.-  All communications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to 
The Editor, G. S. W.%

391 Strand, London, W.C.
Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has 

00 time tor direct correspondence. All letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
<rf “ Answers to Correspondents.**

Examination of Stamps.-* Owing to the great 
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are 
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to increase our charges, which in future 
will be as follows: ts. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge 
is necessary, e.g, examination of U.S. grilles or 
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required

to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each Stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used In giving 
an opinion:—B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F. 
Forged; G. Genuine; G.F. Stamp genhine, sur
charge forged; R. Reprint; W . Wateraiark.

Subscriptions.-Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, bat 
never to the Editor.

'Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are 
n .»w prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol* V II of Gibbons Stain} Weekly 
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at U. 6d., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—Vol. IV. June to December,
1906. 414 pages, 4s. 9d., post-free. Vbl. V.
January to June. 1907. 428 pages, 4$, 9d.,
post-free. Vol. V I. June to December, I907. 
416 pages, 4s. 9d., post-free. Vol. V II. January 
to June, 1908. 416 pages, 4s. 9d., post-free.

Gibbons Stamp lileekly
A popular Weekly Stamp Journal for th« 

general collector, and more especially for 
beginners and yonag collector*

W E E K L Y  CONTENTS.

The Countries of the World. B y  W . P. Barnsdall. 
Portraits on Stamps. B y Boswell Junior.
New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus

trated. By Frank Phillips.
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Topical Notes. B y Charles J .  Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. B y D . B . Armstrong. 
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
Notes from the Foreign Press.
Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence. 
Answers to Correspondents.

PREPAID  SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
12 months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gl  Britaio 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
aod

Canada.

Franca, 
Italy, or 
Spaio.

Germany

3 months 19. 8d. 40 c. fc. 3.00 m. 1.70
6 „ 3s* 3«>- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.35

ia » 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G, S. W. from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

T H E  M O N T H L Y  J O U R N A L .
B O U N D  Y E A R LY  VO LU M ES.

These are replete with interesting articles by the best writers of the past eighteen years, and a set 
should be in the library of every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the useful 
information you will find contained in them.

Vote. 1 and 2 . Out of print
d.

Vol. 10 . . post-free
f.
5

d.
0

Vol. 3  • . post-free 7 6 91 II . 99 5 0
.. 4  • *» 5 6 99 12 . 99 4 0
•* 5  • • 9 5 0 99 13 . * 99 4 0

6 . . 1* 6 6 99 M * • 99 4 0
„  7  ■ ■ *» 6 0 • » IS 99 4 0
» 8 99 6 0 99 l6 . • • 99 4 0
.. 9 • »9 5 0 99 17 * 99 4 0

The set of Fifteen Volumes (forming a magnificent library in itself), well bound in cloth, is offered 
as a S p e c ia l  B a r g a in  for JB8  post-free in Great Britain, carnage forward abroad.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C,



Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
Arranged alphabetically.

Revised series for 1908, following particulars in Stanley 
Gibbons' last Priced Catalogue.

SPECIAL ATTENTION Is drawn to the LOW PRICES at which these Sets are offered—In most 
cases these w ill be found to be from 20 to 30 per cent less than what the Stamps would cost If 
bought separately. _______________

U sed* U nused.i Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In Ordering it is only necessary to quote Name o f  Country,
Number o f  8et, and the Price.

Ns°t0f MOZAMBIQUE COMPANY. Ns°',.ln
77Sf 1892-3. Embossed. 5 r., 10 r., 20 r., 25 r., and 40 r. . . . . 5 .
776* ,, 11 5 r., 10 r., 20 r., 25 r., 40 r., 50 r., too r., aoo r., and 300 r. 9 .
777t >894-7. Arms, a j r., 5 r,, 10 r., 15 r., 20 r.t and 100 r. . . . . 6

NABHA.
778t 1885-1906. Queen. $ a., $ a., 2 a., and 4 a. ; King, i  a., $ a., 1 a., and 2 a. . 8

NATAL.
7&ot 1882-91. Queen. 4d., id., 2d., aid., 3d., 4d., 6d., and t$. . . 8
781* „  ,, ' $d., id., ad., aid., 4d., 6d., and is. . . 7 .
78at 1902. King. Single wmk. id , id ., 2d., 3d., 6d., and is.

11 1, jd ., id ., iid ., ad., 3d.,783’ 6d., and is.

NEAPOLITAN PROVINCES.
784* 1861. Embossed. i  tornese. i ,  7, 2, 5, 10, 20. and 50 grana . 
785! ,, „  Inverted beads, i  t., i ,  1, 2, 5, 20, and 50 g.

NEGRI SEMBILAN.
786* 1891-6. 1 c., 3 c.. and 2 c. of three types 
787! 1899. Provisionals, 4 c. on four values

o n a i .  u v n a u n  a n a  u o i u i i m i  p r io i s ,  n o  w i i i k . j u . 1 . ; ,  v, 
ad. (2), aid. (both spellings), 3d., id . (2), 8d., 9d., and as. . 
ilar types. Jd. (2), id. (3), lid ., 2d. (2), aid., 3d., id ., is., and a 

,, wmkdL id ., id., 2d,, aid., 4a., 6a., 9a., and as.
,, ,, Jd ., id., ad., 3d., 4d., sd., 6d. (2), and is.

NEPAUL.
788! 1886-1903. Native issues, i ,  1, a, and 4 annas . . . .
7891 1907. London print, "  Mahades," 2, 4, 8, and 16 pice

NEW CALEDONIA.
79ot 1881-93. Colonial stamps surcharged, several types . . . .
7911 1892. Tablet type. 1 c., 2 c. (2), 4 c., 5 c. (2), and 10 c.
79at 1900-2. Provisionals on Tablet type . . . . . .
793t 1903. Jubilee issue. 1 c., 2 c., 4 c., 5 c. (2), 10 c. (a), 15 c., 20 c ,  and 30 c.
794t ,, Surcharged set
795t 1905* Pictorial. 1 c. to 25 c.
79*t Postage Due. 1906. 5 c., 10 c., 15 c., 30 c., 50 c., 60 c., and 1 fr.

NEWFOUNDLAND.
797t 1887-97. Pictorial, etc. i  c., 1 c. (2), 2 c. (a), 3 c., and 5 c. . •
798! 7897. Cabot issue. 2 c., 3 c., 4 c., 5 c., 6 c., and 10 c.
7991 1897-1901. Royal Family, i  c., 1 c. (2), 2 c. (2), 3 c., and 5 c. .

NEW SOUTH W ALES.
801* 1854-1905. Various issues, including 2d. Laureated . . • •
8oaf 1888-1905. id., grey ; id ., green ; id., view; id., arms ; 2d., Emu ; 2d., Queen ;

aid., 4d., 6d., 8d., and is. . . . . . .

NEW ZEALAND.
804* 1882-97. Queen, id., id., 2d., 2|d., 4d., 6d., nod is. . . . .  
8ost 1898-1901. Pictorial. London and Colonial prints, no wmk. id. {a), id. (3), 

ad. (2), aid. (both spellings), 3d., ^d. (2), 8d., 9c)., and as. .
806* ,, 1 Similar
*o jt 1901-7.

8o9t Postage Due. 1899-1906. Two types, id . (2), id. (a), 2d. fa), and <d- 
810* Official and Life Id s  1891-190:/. id. (2), id. (2), and ad. (2).

*5
*3

8
9
76

s. d. 
0 8 
4 0 
1  0

2 3

4 3 
0 10 
3 6 
1  6

5 0 1$ 0
1 3 
1  6

1 3 
0 6

5 0 0 10 
2 6

0 9

3



BLANK ALBUMS WITH FIXED LEAVES.

THE KING’S OWN
POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
AU UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

HpHIS Album has been specially designed for tho‘ e collectors 
who either commence a collection with the Postage 

Stamps o f K ing Edward VII, or who collect these Stamps 
as a Supplement to a General Collection.

THE KINO'S OWN ALBUM contains 100 pages of h eavy 
w hite plate paper outlined with a neat border of neutral grey, 
with quadrille background ioside the grey border, and name 
space at top of each page.

E xact site  o f Leaves fro m  the outer edge, 8$ x  10J inches; 
available fo r  m ounting Stam ps, 6} X 8| inches.

The T itle Page is p rin ted  in the R O Y A L  C O LO U R S, w ith
the K IN G 'S  C Y P H E R  M O N O GRAM  A N D  CRO W N .

PRICES.
K . 0 . L —Strongly bound in cloth, bevelled boards, with 

the Official Cypher Monogram and Crown in gold 
on cover.

Price 7/6; Post-free, 8/•; abroad, 8/9
K . 0 . II .—Handsomely bound in three-quarter Levant morocco, 

art vellum sides, bevelled boards, with Official 
Cypher Monogram and Crown in gold on cover, ex* 
tra gilt back and edges.

Price 21/-; post-free,21/6; abroad,22/3
E ith er quality can be supplied in  R o ya l R ed  o r R oyal B lue, 

and the colour desired should be stated w hen ordering.

B L A N K  A L B U M , No. 31.
S im ilar to a b o Y t, bu t bo und  In p la in  clotb*

Strongly bound in cloth, bevelled boards, gold lines on front of 
cover, lettered on back, “  Postage Stamps," with blank panel 
above and below, in which particulars of contents can be 

inserted, gill edges.
No. 31.—Bound in three colours, red, blue, or green, too leaves, 

8$ x  ioJ  in., price 7/6 ; post-free, 8/-; abroad, 8/8.

ST A N L E Y  GIBBONS, LTD.
391 S T R A N D . LONDON, W.C.

CANTON.
1908. P icto ria l Types o f Indo-China overprinted “  canton,”
Cat. No. and value in  Chinese. s. d.
a 258 . i c . ,  sepia . . . . . 0 1
a 259 . 2 c., brown . . . . . o t
a 260 . 4 c., blue . . . . . 0 1
a 201. 5 c., green . . . . o i
a  262 . 10 c., scarlet - . . 0 2
A 203. i$  c., violet . . . . 0 3
a 204. 20 c ,  „  . . . . 0 3
a 266 . 30 c , chocolate . . . . . o 5
a 207. 35 c., olive-green . . . 0 6

CEYLON.
1908. K in g . New type w ith fig u res in  corners.

$ c., purple . . . . 0 2

DOMINICA.
1907. Type 9. M ultiple w aterm ark.

43. i s , magenta and green (Ch.) . - 1 4

HOI-HAO.
1908. Stam ps o f Indo-China overprinted ** hoi-mao "  an,/ 

valu e in  Chinese.
a 354. 1 c., septa - 0 t
A 856. 2 c , brown . 0 t
a  350. 4 c., blue . 0 i
a  357. 5 c., pale green . 0 1
a 368. 10 C., scarlet - 0 2
A 359. i$  c., violet . 0 3
a  360. 30 c., ,, . 0 3
a  362. 30 c., chocolate . . 0 5
A 363. 35 c., olive-green . 0 6

INDIA.
1905. Service. K in g 's head.

555. 3 pies, blue-grey . . used o 3

NEW SOUTH WALES.
1907. Various types. Wmk. Crown a n d  double-lined JL 

471'. id ., carmine . . » used o 4
430. 2d., ultramarine . . * * 1 0 3

TASMANIA.
1902-3. Local P rin t. Wmk. *• V '* over Crown {sideways). 

P e rf. it ,
208. Jd .t pale green . . .  used o 3

1908.

A 540. 
a 541. 
a  542. 
a 648. 
A 544. 
a 545. 
a 546. 
A 646. 
A 649.

266a.
296a.
631.
534.
535.
536.

TCHONGKING.
Stam ps o f Indo-China overprinted “  tchong-king, 

and valu e in  Chinese.
1 c., sepia 
s c., brown
4 c ,  blue
5 c., pale green 

10 c., scarlet 
15 c., violet 
20c , „
30 c., chocolate .
35 c., olive-green

VICTORIA.
1898-1906. Various issues. R evised prices, etc.

3d., grey-green . . . 6 0
$d., chocolate . . . .  used o 2
is., rosine and yellow-green (Postage Due) , , 1 3  
|d., ,, ,, ,, * , 0 2
«j*» M »» »» O 2
ad., „  ,, „  , ,  o 3

. o 1
- o 1

o 1 
. o 1
. o 2
♦ O 3
. o 3
♦ o 5
. o 6

YUNNANFOU.
1908. Stam ps o f Indo-C hina, overprinted “  yunnan-poi'." 

and valu e in  Chinese.
A 074. 5 c. pale green . . . . 0 1
a 675. io c ., scarlet , . . . o a
a 670. 15 c., violet . . . . . 0 3
a 677. ao c. ,  ,, . . . . . 0 3
a 679. 30 c ., chocolate . . . . . 0 5
a 660. 35 c., olive-green . . . 0 6

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, LTD ., 391 STRAND , LONDON.

NEW Y O R K : S T A N L E Y  G IBBO N S, IN C O R PO R A T E D , 198 BROADW AY.
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GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY

jln$u>ett$ to Coftire$pondent$
C. J .  H. (Cambridge).—The postmark on your 

British id . red is not that of a British P.O. abroad, 
but is an ordinary and common English postmark. 
A  19 is the postmark used at Appledore.

P. B. (Ipswich).—Your 2$d. Cayman Isles 
dated “  A p. 1 1 .  80”  are, of course, dated thus in 
error for ’08. I  have seen many such errors 
which are especially common on old issues of 
Greece. I have met with stamps dated as early

Correspondence
The E ditor o f ‘ ‘ Gibbons Stamp W eekly."

Dear S ir,—There are some little mistakes in 
Mr. Armstrong’s description of the Alwar stamps 
which it may be well to correct while materials 
are available.

The first $ a . ,  green, was chronicled in the 
Monthly Jo u rn a l for February, 1901, and was no 
doubt issued as early as January of that year ; the 
sheets contained 77 stamps, eleven horizontal rows 
of seven (“ 66”  was an error on my part); they 
are quite as close together as in the earlier issues, 
as is stated in the M . and much closer together 
than the | a . ,  slate-blue, which immediately pre
ceded them. There was a printing in green with 
the stamps as wide apart as the slate-blue, but 
this was probabty earlier and in that case would 
not come into the 20th Century list. I do not 
know the number of stamps on the sheets of that 
printing, but most likely it was 60, in ten rows of 
six, like the slate-blue stamps.

The later sheets, containing 35, have the stamps 
slightly wider apart than in the sheets of 77.

Yours faithfully,
Edw. B. Evans.

Sydenham , Ju n e  11M , 1908.

The E ditor o f “  Gibbons Stamp Weekly.”
S ir ,— In continuation of my letter on the 

subject of the stamps of A lw ar, I am sorry to 
have to point out some even more important 
errors in the paper on Bhopal in the number for 
J  une 20.

The description given in the Monthly Jou rn al 
of the variety of Type 18 which was discovered 
in 1901, referred solely to a certain pair of sheets 
of these stamps in my own possession, which so 
far as I know are unique. It is quite a mistake to 
say that “  the stamps are printed upon half-sheets,”  
etc. ; the two sheets alluded to were printed in 
the way described. I have never heard of any

as 1461 and as late as 2891 ! !  Such things are 
only curiosities and have no philatelic interest.

R. F. (Carlisle).—Thanks for your kind appre
ciation of the new Sectional Imperial Album; 
it is going very well indeed and we only regret 
that we cannot produce it quicker. The portion 
now in hand is that of the British Possessions in 
Africa—one of the most popular groups.

others printed in the same way, and in point of 
fact I nave never seen any other copies on that 
thick wove paper. The sheets have not got “  a 
double frame line,”  the line at the bottom, only, 
is partly double evidently through a slip of the 
draughtsman’s pen.

There are NO “  variations in  the spelling o f the 
name and title o f the Begum  ”  either in this or in 
the subsequent issues; if there were they would 
be listed in the catalogue, as in the case of the 
issues in which such variations do occur.

The values of the stamps of 1902 are given in 
Arabic characters, as upon all the other stamps of 
Bhopal, none of which have the values indicated 
in any other way.

I know of no foundation for the statement that 
“  the supply of the 8 annas. . .  unexpectedly gave 
out”  or that the surcharge upon No. 196 is taken 
from the “ seal o f the new B egu m " It seems a 
pity to put in picturesque details which may have 
no foundation in fact. The so-called overprint is 
simply an Arabic letter (“  S ”  ?), written upon the 
stamps in red ink.

Again, it is misleading to say, in reference to 
the doubtful varieties produced of late years, that 
“  The stamps were for the most part printed from 
the old stones, which had been cleaned and re
touched.”  The stones employed may have been 
“ old,”  but if so, they “ had been cleaned”  so 
effectually that there was nothing left upon them, 
and the things printed from them were entirely 
new varieties of the old designs. The stamps 
listed under 1904 are described as if both values 
were of the same type, which is not at all the 
case, the £ a. being of one of the square designs 
and having no “  lines o f shading closer together 
The |  a., green, seems to have dropped out, and 
I believe there are numerous other values of equal 
value.

Yours faithfully
E dw. B. E vans.

Philatelic Societies
Junior Philatelic Society
Brighton B ranch

Hen. See. and Treat. : J. Inland, 103 Western Read, Hove.
The second Annual Meeting was held on June 9th, pre> 

sided over by Mr. Mead.
A satisfactory report wa; read by the Secretary showing 

that twelve new members were elected during the past 
season, and tbe accounts showed a balance on the right side.

The Chairman then announced that, owing to the calls 
upon the secretary's time, he had been compelled to hand 
in his resignation. This was accepted wiin regret, and a 
vote of thanks for bis services and energy in forming and 
carrying on the branch was moved by the Chairman. 
This was seconded by Mr. J .  Ireland and carried with 
acclamation.

The retiring Secretary then proposed that Mr. Ireland be

elected Secretary. This was seconded by Mr. H. Clark 
and carried.

The election of officers resulted as follows:—
Chairman : W. Mead, Esq.

Committee : J .  Corner Spokes, H. Clark, G. H. Type, 
and W. Cyril Owen.

A vote of thanks was passed to the Chairman for pre* 
siding over the meetings.

It was decided to subscribe to tbe following journals: 
The Stam g Collector's Fortnightly , Gibbons Stam p 
W eekly, The P h ila telic Jo u rn a l and The Jo u rn a l o f the 
P hilatelic L iteratu re Society, Mr. Charles J .  Smith 
kindly offered topresent Ew en's W eekly Stam p News fox 
the ensuing year for which he was accorded a vote of thanks.

Tbe Chairman proposed a hearty vote of thanks he 
accorded to Mrs. Spokes for the use of the room. This 
was seconded by Mr. Owen and carried with acclamation.
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THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
A fu ll d escrip tion  o f  th is  A lbu m  w ill be  sen t p ost-free  on  ap p lication .

Now Beady. Section I. G R E A T  B R I T A I N
(86 PAGBS).

Price 3/9, or post-free in Great Britain, 4 / - ;  abroad, 4/3.
This Section includes all Postage, Official, Fiscal Postals, and Telegraph Stam p s; but although only 

sold together, each o f the above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one o f them may be 
omitted i f  the collector does not wish to include it, but the section is only sold as  a  whole at above price.

W E 8 T  INDIES. Price.
Section Pages. s. d.
2. A N TIG U A 4  - 0 3
3. BAHAM AS 8 . 0 4
4. BARBADOS 1 2  .. 0 6
5. BERM UDA 6 .. 0 4
6. CAYM AN ISLAND S 4  - 0 3
7. DOM INICA IO .. 0 6
8. GRENADA 1 2  .. 0 6
9. JAM AIC A 1 2  .. 0 6

10. LE E W A R D  ISLANDS . 6 .. 0 4
11. M O N TSER R A T . 4 0 3
12. N EVIS . . . IO .. 0 6
13. ST. C H RISTOPHER IO .. 0 6
14. ST. K ITT S -N E V IS 4 0 3
15. S T . LU C IA . 1 2  .. 0 6
16. S T. V IN C E N T 8 .. 0 4
17. TOBAGO . . . . 6 .. 0 4
18. TR IN ID A D 22  . 1 0
1ft TU R K S  ISLANDS 8 .. 0 4
20. TU R K S  & CAICOS ISLANDS 4 0 3
21. VIRGIN ISLANDS 8 .. 0 4

AM ERICAN CO LO NIES. Price.
Section Pages. s. d.
22. B R ITISH  C O LUM B IA  . . 4 ... 0 3
23. C A N A D A . . 22 ... 1 0
24. N E W  BR UN SW ICK . 4 ..., 0 3
25. N EW FO U N D LA N D . 12 .... 0 6
26. NOVA SCOTIA . 4 .... 0 3
27. PRINCE ED W A R D  ISLAN D  4 .... 0 3
28. B R ITISH  G U IA N A . 22 .... 1 0
29. „  H O ND URAS . . 8 .... 0 1
30. F A LK LA N D  ISLANDS . . 6 .. . 0 4

AFRICAN CO LO NIES.

31. BR ITISH  B EC H U A N A LA N D  8
32. „  C E N TR A L  AFRICA 8
33. „  E A S T AFRICA . 12
34. „  S O M A LILA N D  . 10
35. „  S O U TH  AFRICA . 10
36. CAPE O F GOOD HOPE . 18
37. E A S T  AFR IC A & UGAN D A. 6
38. G A M B IA  . . 6
39. GOLD COAST . 6
40. G R IQ UALAN D  W E S T  . . 10

0 4

POSTAGE.
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way : —
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an 

additional four pages for each section. The postage will then be as follows:—

G R E A T  B R I T A I N .

10  P a g e s  . h. . . 2d .
2 2  ,. . . . 2 }d .
36 . . 3d .

130  . . 4d .
2 2 0  . . . . 5d.
400 . . . 0d .
600 . . . 7cL

Above 60 0  pages reckon Id. more for each 
additional 10 0  pages or portion thereof.

A B R O A D .

10 P a g e s .......................................... 2d.
2 2 ...............................................2Jd.
3 4 ............................................................. 3d.
4 6 ............................................................4 jd .
5 8 ............................................................. 5 d,

And an extra Jd. for every 12 pages in addition, 
up to 3 4 0  pages.

For more than 3 4 0  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 3 4 0  pages weigh 4  lb., 
and every 90  additional pages 1 lb.

M IN IM U M  P O S T A G E  2d.

N.B.—B ach  page m easures 111 x 8 In. o lear o f  b inding.

BLANK PAGES can be supplied to match the printed pages, and will be found 
of use for those who want to include pairs, blocks, or stamps on covers.

Price 9d. per doz.; post-free, l i d .  per doz. 

ST A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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The A C T U A L  V A L U E
OF Y O U R  STAM PS

is what every collector wishes to know to-day, and this can be seen at 
a glance by consulting S T A N L E Y  GIBBO NS’ N E W  CATALOGUE  
FOR 1908. The prices in this are fixed entirely by our stock of stamps, 
which, including as it does two great collections recently purchased and 
valued at nearly ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS, enables us to 
price many hundreds of varieties which we were unable to price when the 
stamps were not in stock.

The new edition is in two volumes—

V o l. I. G R E A T  B R IT A IN  A N D  C O L O N IE S.
Price 2/9, post-free.

Vol. II - = - FO R E IG N  C O U N T R IE S .
Price 2/10, post-free.

NEWEST PUBLICATIONS.
The “ Facile”  Oriel Albums and the “ Facile” Philatelic Albums 

are the VERY B E S T  Blank Albums ever produced. Prices 25/9 and 30/9 
each. Particulars on application.

The “ Simplex” Blank Album, 150 leaves, best quality. Any leaf re
moved or replaced in a few seconds. Price 13/- each.

The Postage and Telegraph Stamps of BR ITISH  INDIA. By
Messrs. H au sb u r g , S t e w a r t - W ils o n , and C r o f t o n . With twenty-three 
full-sized plates of superb Illustrations. One of the finest philatelic works 
ever produced. Price 40/- each.

SELECTIONS OF FINE STAMPS
ON APPROVAL.

W e have prepared many hundreds of Small Approval Books of fine 
stamps, selected from the Mann-Castle and the Breitfuss Collections, and 
shall be happy to send matchless selections of any country on approval, or 
to receive Want Lists from collectors.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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Stamp Collections Register
W E have many collections offered to us that for one reason or another we do not wish to pur

chase, and we have therefore decided to open this Stamp Collections Register in order to 
bring under the notice of our 12,000 readers of the Stamp Weekly and Monthly Journal 

the different properties that may be placed in our hands. In addition to publishing this Register 
in our two papers we shall also (when we have sufficient collections on hand) issue the Register in 
pamphlet form and send to a large number of good buyers who do not subscribe to either paper.

The following will be the first conditions that must be agreed to when we enter a collection 
upon this Register.

1st.—The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is offered for sale.
2nd.—The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea ( £ i .  is.)  for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register.
3rd.— The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent (10  %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4th.—Collections should be sent to 391 St ra n d , L ondon, in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written.
5th.—Collections may be inspected at 391 Stra n d , W.C.
6th.—The buyer will not be required to pay any commission o f any kind.
7th.—Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.—No collection will be entered in this Register at a less price than Twenty Pounds.
9th.—Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd ., either as to 

the genuineness or condition of the stamps; but S . G ., Ltd ., are willing to report on any 
stamps in Collections on the Register at their usual terms.

No. 39.
A  V E R Y FINE SPECIALIZED COLLECTION OF

M A L T A
Carefttllg M O U N T E D  I N  A N  O R IE L  A L B U M  and N ell Written up.

AMONG OTHER STAMPS WE N O TE:—

A magnificent lot of the $d. Stamps of 1861-81, in many shades and all varieties, 
and including a number of blocks and strips.

The later issues are nearly complete in mint blocks of four, and singles in many shades.
Used Stamps are also well represented, and here we have a rarity in a corner pair, with 

plate number attached of the 4d., imperf., dated “ Au. 29. 99.”
There is also a superb collection of die and colour proofs, about forty-seven in all, some 

of which are unique.
In the later issues there are several panes and many interesting strips.
In all a beautiful collection which we can strongly recommend.

The retail prices amount to about £ 155 , and the collection is offered fo r

A t  Which sum it is a decidedly advantageous purchase.

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Lim ited, 391 Strand, London, W .C
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Editorial notes
Editorial Communication*.—All communications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to 
The Editor, G. S. W*t

391 Strand, London, W.C*
Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that be has 

no time for direct correspondence* All letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
of ** Answers to Correspondents. ”

HMMtn« înB of Stamps.—Owing to the great 
oumber of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are 
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this examination cao be done ooly by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
oecessary to increase our charges, which in future 
will be as follows; is. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge 
is necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or 
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required

to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the iosertioo of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving 
an opinion:—B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F. 
Forged; G. Genuine; G.F. Stamp genuine, sur
charge forged; R. Reprint; W . Watermark.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
cever, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
oever to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volume*.—Our publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for bioding 
the numbers of Vol. V II  of Gibbons Stamp Weekly 
io art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—Vol. IV. June to December, 
1906. 414 pages, 4s. 9d., post-free. Vol. V.
Jaouary to June, 1907. 428 pages, 43. 9d.,
post-free. Vol. V I. June to December, 1907. 
416 pages, 4s. gd., post-free. Vol. V II. January 
to June, 1908. 416 pages, 4$. gd., post-free.

Gibbon* Stamp Weekly
A popular Weekly Stamp Journal for the 

general collector, and more especially for 
beginners and young collector#.

W E E K L Y  CONTENTS.

The Countries of the World. By W . P. Barnsdall.
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus 

trated. By Frank Phillips.
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Topical Notes. By Charles J . Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. ByD . B. Armstrong.
Philatelic Societies* Reports.
Notes from the Foreign Press.
Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence.
Answers to Correspondents.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
t2 months at the following rates, post-free

Gl  Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S. A. 
and

Canada

France,
Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 3.00 m. 1.70
* .. 3s* 3& 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.35

12 „ 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G. S. W. from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall, This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

Special Bargains for e.s.w. Readers. ^
1897. C ontem porary Stam p o f Egypt 
overprin ted  w ith  T y p e  1, in  blach .

10 piastres, violet.
T h e Catalogue price  o f the a to v e  Stam p  fs 7 m- 6 d .

V E R T IC A L  S T R IP  O F S IX  of these Stamps showing the six types of the Native surcharge.

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
For the Strip of Six, unused and mint, 30s>, p o s t-fre e .

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
Arranged alphabetically.

Reptsed series for 1908, following particulars in Stanley 
Gibbons’ last Priced Catalogue.

SPECIAL ATTENTION Is drawn to the LOW PRICES at which these Sets are offered—In most 
cases these will be found to be from 20 to 30 per cent less than what the Stamps would cost If 
bought separately. .

Used.* Unused.\ Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In Ordering It is only necessary to quote Name of C o untry 
Number of 8 et, and the Price.

No. of 
Set. NICARAGUA. No. in

8 tif
8taJ
8t3t
8t4t
8>5t
8x61
817!
8x8t
8i9f 
8aot 
8*it 
8t«t 
833+ 
834* 
8*sf 
826* 
8271 
8*8 f 
8*9! 
8301 
830  
833t

833!

®34t 
«35t 
8361 
8371 
838t

840! 
84* t
84*t
843*
8441 
«45t 
P46t 
«47t 
8481 
«49t 
8501 
8s«t 
85* t

8S3t

1862-71^ Vo'canots. P<jrf., 1 ,2 (2 ), 10 and 25 centsvns 
1877-80. ,, Rouletted. 1, 5, 10, and 25 centavos
1882. Arms. 1 c. t > 50 c  .
1890. Train, etc. 1 c. to 10 pesos
1891. Industry, 1 c. to to pesos 
189*. Discovery New Worid. : r 10
1893. Volcanoes.’ xc. to io pesis
1894. \ ictory. t c. to to pesos
1895. Arms. 1 c. to xo pesos
1896. Map. x c. to 5 pesos
>897. ,, 1 c. to 5 pesos
189B. Arms. 1 c. to 5 pesos 
1899. Justice, t C. to 5 pesos .
1881-99.’ Various i .sues, low v.iluts
1900- 2. Island. 1 c., 2 c., 3 c.. 4 c., 5 c. (2), and xo c.

,, „  1 c., 2 c., 5 c. (3). to c. (a), :$  c., and 20 c. ; 2 and 5 pesns
1901- 4. Island type surcharged. Various provisionals 
1901. Postage Due stumps overprinted (2nd issue). 1 c. to 50 c.
1904. Arms. American print, x c. to 20 c.

’ 1906-8. a Surcharged. 10 c., 15 c., 20 c. (a), 50 c., and $
1997-8. London print. 1 c., 2 c., 4 c., 10 c., 15 c., and to c. on a c.
Zelaya District. 1906. American print, overprinted “ CAno” (large), xc  

4 c., 5 c., 6 c., to c., and 20 c. on 5 c. . . . .
Zelaya District. 1908. London print, overprinted “ cOSTA A t l a n t i c * c. ’

2 c., 3 c., 4 c., 5 c., jo  c., 15 c., 20 c., and 50 c. . . .
Zelaya District. 1908. London print. Similarly overprinted. 1, a, and 5 pc**os. 
Postage Due. 1896. 1 c. to 59 c.

' 1897. 1 c. to 50 c.
,, 1898. 1 c. to 50 c.
„  ’ 1899. x c. to 50 c.
„  1900. 2 c., 5 & , 10 c., ai

Official. 189a t c. to 10 pesos .
x C. to xo pesos .
1 c. to xo pesos .
1 c. to 10 pesos . 
t c. to 10 pesos .
1 c  to xo pesos .
1 c. to 5 pesos .
1 c. to 5 pesos . 
r c. to 5 pesos .
1 c. to 5 pesos
Justice. 1 c.t 2 c.| 4 c.. 5 c., 10 c., jo  c., t peso and 

,, Surcharged. Various provisionals .
Arms. i c . , 1  c ,  s c., to c., 20 c., 2> c. on 1 c., 

and $ -.00 on 2 c.
1907. Fiscal stamps, surcharged, to c., 35 c., 70 c. (2), t p., a p.

4 p., and 5 p.

189a
1891.
1892.
1893.
1894.
1895.
1896.
1897.
1898.
1899. 
igoo. 
1903-4. 
1906-7.

2 pesos

50 c. on i c.

- NIGER COAST.
•S4t *892. Oil Rivers^ |d .. id., ad., ajd ., and sd. .
855! 1893. id ., ad., a|d., 5a., and is. . . . .
®S8| *894* Nc wink. id ., id ,  ad., $d., and t&
®S71 1897-98. Crown C . A. id., aid., jd ., 6d., and is.

NIUE.
®58t 1902-4. Surcharged on New Zealand, id ., id., a id ,, 3d., and 6d.,

Set. s. d.
5 .. 1 4
4 .. 1 9
7 . .  1 6

10 .. 1 6
10 . .  1 6
10 . .  1 6
10 .. 1 6
10 . .  1 6
10 .. 1 6
9 .. 1 6
9 .. 1 6

I X .. 1 6
11 .. 1 6
26 .. 2 0
7 .. 1 3

x t ..  2 6
8 . 4 0
7 .. 9 0
0 .. 1 9
6 . .  5 0
6 .. 1 2

7 . .  2 8

9 .. 6 6
3 . .  37 6
7 .. 1 6
7 . .  3 0
7 .. 1 6
6 .. 1 6
4 .. 1 4

10 .. 1 6
1" 1 6
10 .. 1 6
It .. 1 6
10 .. 1 6
in .. 1 6
9 .. 1 a
9 .. 1 6

11 .. 1 d
11 .. 1 6
8 .. 7 9
7 .. 2 3

8 .. 5 6

9 . .  8 6

5 .. 4 6
S 20 0
5 . .  6 6
5 . .  5 6

S . .  1 6
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BLANK ALBUMS WITH FIXED LEAVES.

THE KING’S OWN
POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM.

'T 'H IS  Album has been specially designed for tho-e collectors 
A who either commence a collection with the Postage 

Stamps Of K ing Edward VII, or who collect these Stamps 
as a Supplement to a General Collection.

THE KING'S OWN ALBUM contains 100 pages o f h eavy 
White plate paper outlined with a neat border of neutral grey, 
with quadrille background inside the grey border, and name 
space at top of each page.

E xact site 0 / Leaves from  the outer edge, 8J X 10$ inches; 
available fo r  m ounting Stam ps, 6}  X  8 J  inches.

The T itle Page is  prin ted in the R O Y A L  C O LO U R S, w ith
the K IN G 'S  C Y P H E R  M O N O GRAM  A N D  CRO W N .

PRICES.
K . O. I .—Strongly bound in cloth, bevelled boards, with 

the Official Cypher Monogram and Crown m gold 
o »cover.

Price 7/6; Post-free, 8/.; abroad, 8/9
K. O. IL —Handsomely bound in three-quarter Levant morocco, 

art vellum sides, bevelled boards, with Official 
Cypher Monogram and Crown in gold on cover, ex
tra gilt back and edges.

Price 21/-; post-free.21/6; abroad,22/3
E ith er qu ality can be supplied in  R o yal R ed  o r R oyal B lue, 

an d the colour desired should be stated when ordering.

B L A N K  A L B U M , No. 31.
S im ila r  to above, but bound In plain  cloth.

Strongly bound in cloth, bevel ed boards, gold lines on front of 
cover, lettered on back, "Postage Stamps," with blank panel 
above and below, in which particulars of contents can be 

inserted, gilt edges.
No 31.—Bound in three colours, red, blue, or green, too leaves, 

8$ X  toj in., price 7/6 ; post-free, 8/- ; abroad, 8/8.

ST A N L E Y  GIBBONS. LTD.
391 S T R A N D , LONDON. W.C.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

CAYMAN ISLANDS.
1 9 0 7 - 8 .  K in g 's H ead. Inscribed  P O S T A G E  & r e v e n u e . 

Cat. No. s. d.
23. ajd ., ultramarine . , . . 0 4
24. 3d., brown on yeltow . . . . 0 5
25. 4d., black anu red on yellow , . . 0 6

ITALIAN LEVANT.
tpo8. Types 36 to 40 o f Ita ly , surcharged w ith nnv value.

Figu res on one side o f w ord, as 10 para.
830. 10 pa. on 5 c., green (Type 87) . . . o a
631. 20 pa. 00 ioc ., carmine (Type 38) . . * 0 3
$32. 30 pa. on 15  c., slate (Type 30) .  . . 0 5
$33. 1 ptas. 011 25 c , blue (Type 39) . . . 0 6

Figu res on both sides o f  w ord, as 10 para  10.
*37. 10 pa. on 5 c., green (Type 37) . . . o t
83$. 30 pa. on to c., carmine iType 38) . . o a
839. 40 pa. on 25 c., blue (Type 39) . . . 0 4
$40. 80 pa. 00 $0 c., mauve (Type 40) . . , o 8

KOUANG-TCHEOU.
1908. Stam ps o f tndo-Ckina (P ictoria l), 

overprinted *‘ k o u a n g - t c h e o u , "  an d value in Chinese.
a 390. t c., sepia . . O t
a  391. a c., brown O I
A 392. 4 c., blue . .

5 c ., pale green
O

a 393. O 1
a  394. 10 c., scarlet O 2
a 395. 15 c., violet O 3
A 399. tOC. „  . O 3
A 397. 25 c., blue O 4
A 39S. 30 c., choc >ljte . . O 5
A 399. 35 c., olive-grten O 6
A 399a. 40 c., brown O 6
A 399^. 75 c., orange 1 0
A 399r. x ir., lake I 3
A 39U/ a fr., green 2 3

M O N G T S E U .
1908. A s fo r  Kouang-Tcheou, but overprinted ‘  ‘ mungtsku

a  438. 1 c., sepia . O 1
a  439. 2 c., brown 0
A 440. 4 c., blue • 0 1
A 441. 5 c., pale green . . 0
A 442. 10 c., »carlet 0 2
A 443. 15  c., violet , 0 3
A 444. to e . „ 0
A 445. 25 c., blue a 3A
A 440. j© c., chocolate . 0

V
*

A 447. 35 c., olive-green 0
9
6

A  44$. 40 c., brown . , . 0 6
a  450a. 75 c., orange
A 450b. 1  fr., lake
A 450c. 2 fr., green 2 3

NICARAGUA.
1908. T yfe  40 overprinted w ith Type Z 3, and su rch a rg e  

as Type Z 4a, in black.
400a. 5 c. on 4 c., brownish orange O 3

PACKHOI.
1908. A s fo r  M ongtseu, but o verprin ted 1'PAKIIOI. ’

a  488. 1 C.( sepia O
a  489. a c., brown O
A 490. 4 c., blue O
A 491. 5 c., pale green O 1
a  492. 10 c., scarlet . . , O
A 493. 15 c., violet O *
A 494. toe. „ O s
A 495. 25 c ,  blue 0

3
A 496. 30 c., chocolate . O 4K
A 497. 35 c., r>Uve«green . , O 0
A 498. 40 c,, brown , , O 6
a  500a. 75 c., orange t
a  5004. 1 fr., lake 1
a  500c. a fr., green . . 2 3

3
TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS.

1908. Type t. M ultiple w aterm ark.
114. 3d., brown on ydlow • * O 5

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, LTD ., 391 STRAND , LONDON.

NEW  Y O R K : S T A N L E Y  G IBBO N S, IN C O R PO RA TED , 198 BRO AD W AY.
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GIBBONS STAM P W E E K L Y

Foreign Dotes
By  F R A N K  PH ILLIPS
The L im it !

T H O S E  who are absolutely beyond the 
pale (1 m ean not only those who do 
not collect stam ps, but also those to

whom our science i s ------well, a  thing o f
m ystery, to say the least), 
frequently have astounding 
ideas as to the enormous 
worth o f any bit o f paper 
bearing the least resem 
blance to a  stam p, with 
which they do not happen 
to be familiar.

I translate the following 
letter, word for word, from D ie P o s t ; and, 
really, it needs no comment, except, per
haps, that the stamp referred to is cata
logued by our publishers at eighteen pence !

H o h en m o lsen , 22.4.08.
D e a r  S ir ,—I see by your advertisement in 

the General-Anseiger that you, dear sir, are a 
collector of postage stamps. My father is the 
owner of a 3 pf. stamp inscribed DEUTSCHES 
r e ic h . Last year an Englishman offered us 
200 marks ( £  10) for it, hut we would not part 
with it under 500 marks (,£25). I f  you desire to 
purchase this stamp, my dear sir, I would beg 
you to enter into correspondence with my father: 
to you it should certainly be of at least twice the 
value than that which a foreigner offered for it.

Yours truly,
G e r t r u d  N.

Floating Stam ps
T hose o f my readers who have removed the 
adhering paper from the back o f a  stam p by 
the usual procedure o f soaking in warm water, 
will no doubt have been caused a  certain 
amount o f trouble by various stam ps curling 
up in the process o f drying. T h is  occurs 
particularly in the case o f the older issues o f 
Great Britain, Austria, E a st  Indies, etc., and 
is due to a  very  thick vegetable gum  being 
used. D e r D eutsche P h ila te list g ives a  rather 
good hint with regard to the prevention o f 
this curling. First, soak the stam p in luke
warm water until the paper is rem oved from 
the back, and then transfer to hot water 
until the gum is quite dissolved o ff the back ; 
this m ay take as long as five or ten minutes. 
Lastly, place the stam p in cold water for a  
few minutes ; if dried face downwards on 

, blotting-paper in a  cool place, the stamps 
ought not to curl up. Another h in t : use 
plenty o f w ater in these operations, and 
don’t be afraid to renew it often ; dirty water 
turns the stam ps a g re y s h  colour.

Austrian “ Unauthorized”  Perforations
It  appears that the new Postage Due and 
Newspaper stam ps, lately chronicled in this 
paper, have actually been seen with the p er
foration gauging 7 1 T h ey were originally, 
and are s t ill issued, the Postage D ues im 
perforate, and the N ewspaper stam ps perf.

12^. According to the lllu strie rte s  B rie f- 
m arken Jo u r n a l, the Board o f T rade in 
V ienna caused 400 sets to be specially per

forated 7, and the greater part were sent to 
the offices o f the International Postal Union 
at Berne 1 T h e  rem ainder was distributed 
to certain h ighly placed personages known 
to be philatelists, and a  proportion was 
divided between the chiefs o f the ten head 
post offices o f the Em pire.

W e are glad  to be inform ed as  to the 
exact standing o f this perforation, or later 
we might have accepted it as  a  rare variety. 
A s it is, the stam ps so perforated are o f 
about as much interest to collectors as 
perforated z in c !

T h e Father o f the International Postal Union
T hough it is generally admitted that the 
Germ an Postm aster-General, von Stephan, 
was the man who actually carried through 
the work o f founding the International 
Postal Union, we must not forget that the 
great idea was originated in the brain o f the 
late Danish Postm aster, Joseph Michaelson. 
M ichaelson was first em ployed in 1859 in a  
position o f authority in the Department o f 
Posts, and even so long ago  he unfolded his 
schem es to his G overn m ent; he wished to 
do aw ay with all postal charges on letters 
and parcels in transit in a country which 
was neither the country o f origin nor destina
tion : in a  word, he wanted to establish a 
fixed tariff, payable in each case to the 
postal service o f the country o f origin.

T he Danish Governm ent cannot be re
proached with having failed to “ recognize” 
the merit o f an idea which was a decade or 
two before its time : such things happen too 
often in modern life. Instead, Michaelson 
was severely censured for his “  absurd and 
im practicable ”  schem e, and was reduced to 
the rank o f sub-Postm aster, and sent to an 
unimportant village called Klogelse. Poor 
M ichaelson was not able to take his exile 
kindly, and three years later resigned the 
service.

The death o f M ichaelson, at the age o f 
eighty-two, has just been announced from 
Copenhagen. H is merit was, however, re
cognized before his death, the Danish 
Governm ent having conferred upon him a 
pension for meritorious work, and having 
placed a  m arble bust o f him in the N ational 
Museum.

lllustriertes Briefmarken Journal.



The “ FACILE ”
Postage Stamp Albums.

( PR O T EC T ED  B Y  R O Y A L L E T T E R S  P A T E N T .)

A -S H O W IN G  L E A V E S  R E L E A S E D .

TH ESE Album s pre

sent externally the 

sam e appearance as 

our well-known

“  ORIEL ”  and 

“ PH ILATELIC”  

Blank Albums,

and are  identical in 

all respects except as 

regard s the method of 

holding the detach

ab le  leaves, which is

now a vast im prove

ment upon the old 

system.

The leaves instead 
of being threaded 
upon pegs have a 
groove cut across each 
end of the linen joint 
(see A), and, together 
with a protecting 
cover, are held in 
position by means of 
two “ V ’’-shaped pro
jections, the whole -S H O W IN G  L E A V E S  S E C U R E D .
being securely fastened by an ingenious spring.

When it is desired to remove the leaves it is only necessary to release the spring, when the 
“  V “-shaped projections open automatically, and the contents can be removed with one hand. 
A  great feature o f this improvement is that a single leaf can be inserted or detached without 
disturbing the contents of the Album. Collectors already using the “  O r i e l  ” and “  P h il a t e l ic  ” 
can conveniently continue with the “  F A C I L E .”

6 ....................... * ...............
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Leading Features o f  the “ F A C IL E .
!. It is undoubtedly the “ a c m e ” o f loose-leaf albums.
2. Changing position of, or adding to the number o f the leaves can be effected instantly and

without disturbing contents o f Album .
3. The binding o f cover being rigid, all possibility o f friction between the leaves is prevented.
4. The patent binder has no loose or detachable parts, and therefore cannot get out of order.
5. The action o f the patent binder is automatic, and can be perfectly understood the moment it

is seen.

The “ Facile”  Oriel Album
Containing fifty detachable leaves ( 10  ins. x  10 J  ins.), o f the best handm ade paper, faced with 

Japanese tissue paper and bound in h a lf red m orocco with cloth sides, finished in gold.

E a c h  Album is contained in a  cloth drop-in case lined with lamb’s-wool.

Price 3 0 s .;  post-free in U. K. 30s. 6d.

Tbe “ Facile”  Philatelic Albums
Each containing tco leaves o f a  very fine quality white card paper, and strongly bound in half

morocco, gilt ornam ents and lettering, and packed in a box.

A —Sire, 12$ in. x 10$ in. Price 3 0 s .; post-free U.K. 30s. 9d.
E ,, 11 ,, x ,, 1 , 2 5 s.;  „ „  25s. 7d.

H andsom ely bound in full Persian morocco and with lock and key.

B —Size, 12$ in, x  10$ in. Price 5 0 s .; post-free U.K. 50s. 9d.

The “ Facile G .H .S .” Album
Each containing eighty leaves, best handm ade paper, backed Jap an ese  tissue and bound, whole 

padded morocco, finished in gold, rounded corners.

Each Album  is contained in a  specially  designed cloth-covered case, lined swan’s-down.

Price 40s.;  post-free in U.K. 40s. 7d.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, LONDON, W.C.
i



NOW READY. NEW  EDITION.

100  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S ,  a ll genuine and different, and o f  a catalogue Value of 
over 8s „  are presented b)ith each S T R A N D  A L D U M .

■---- The Strand
Postage Stamp Album
T H E  book, which is printed on an unusually good quality paper, is bound in a  new and 

specially designed cover. T he shape is as illustrated, and the size a  new and convenient one, 
viz. 9$ in. by 7 J  inches. Sufficient guards have been inserted so that when the Album is full the 
covers shall be level with each other, and not bulged, as is often the case in imperfectly con-

eXsX JCVX,

Nos. 15 and 16 
Include a series of 

Six Maps, 
specially engraved 

for this
Publication, and 

beautifully printed 
In Colours.

Concise Geographical and other particulars with Illustrations are given at the head of each 
country, the pages being divided into rectangles, as is usual, with this most important innovation, 
that they vary in size so as  to conveniently accom m odate the Stam ps desired to be placed in 
position. T his is an advantageous improvem ent that will commend itse lf to every collector. Post 
Cards are not provided for, a s  all Philatelists o f experience know it is best to collect them separately.

A  new and very im portant departure has been m ade in N os. 15  and 16, in including for the 
first time in an y Philatelic Album  a  series o f  S ix  specially  drawn M aps, printed in colours, and 
g iv in g  the nam es o f a ll Stam p-issuing Countries. T h e y  are  o f  course fully brought up to date, 
and are not needlessly encum bered with unnecessary nam es, thus increasing their usefulness for 
easy and instant reference.

E ach  Album now has four full-page Illustrations show ing the W aterm arks found on all Stamps.

PRICES.
No. 14.— Strongly and neatly bound in plain cloth, gilt lettered, 320 pages, post-free, a /l  1 ; abroad, 3/4. 
N o. 15.—Strongly and handsomely bound in plain cloth, with gilt edges and lettering, and six Maps, and 

eighty extra leaves, post-free, 5 /6 ;  abroad, 6 /- .
No. 16 .— Handsomely bound in half morocco, lettered on back, plain cloth sides, with six Maps, gilt edges, 

400 pages, post-free, 9 / - ;  abroad, 9 /6 .
Each quality can be supplied in either blue, red, or green art bindings.

NEW BINDINGS.
N o. 17.— Handsomely bound in half-art canvas, with art vellum sides, and lettered and finished in gold.

Gilt edges, six Maps, 400 pages, interleaved to prevent any chance of stamps rubbing, 7/6; 
post-free, 8 /1 ;  abroad, extra.

B LA N K  L E A V E S . For No. 14.— 9d. per dozen; 5/- per 100, post-free. For No. is, 16, or 17,gilt 
edges.— 1/3 per dozen; 9/- per too, post-free.

S s a c t .  P. D ., Glasgow. RECENT UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS.
“ I like the general outline of the * Strand ’ Album and consider it in every respect very suitable 

for beginners, which I was when I purchased mine. The quality of the paper is good, and the division is 
excellent, in fact I  consider it the best album published at the price. You may use this recommendation is 
you think fit”

A . S., Low er Clapton R d ., N .E .
“  I  bought one of your Strand Postage Stamp Albums the other day and I think it is marvellous hov 

you can make them and sell them at such a low price as 2/6. Every one I have shown it to says it is worth 
double the price; 100 foreign stamps are given with it, and they alone are worth I / - .”

STANLEY GIBBONS. Ltd.. 391 STRAND. LONDON, W.C.
*



N o. 3 , V o l. V I I I .
(Whole No. 185). 18  JU LY , 1908. O n e  P e n n y .

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS LIM ITED
HEAD OFFICE: 391 STRAND. LONDON, W.C.

(Opposite T h e  Hotel Cecil)
NEW YORK: STANLBY OIBBONS, INC., !»• BROADWAY.



Editorial Dote*
Editorial Communications.—All communications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to 
The Editor, G. S> W.f

391 Strand, Londoo, W .C.
Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has 

00 time tor direct correspondence. All letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
of “ Answers to Correspondents.*’

Examination of Stamps.—Owing to the great 
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are 
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to increase our charges, which in future 
will be as follows s is. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

I s  exceptional cases where special knowledge 
it necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or 
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required

to allow of such stamps beiog sent to the recog
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving 
an opinion:—B. Bogus, Le. never existed; F. 
Forged; G. Genuine; G.F. Stamp genuine, sur
charge forged; R. Reprint; W . Watermark.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the firoot page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are 
oow prepared to supply special covers for binding 
tbe numbers of Vol. V II  of Gibbons Stamp WoeJUy 
io art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d., 
post-free.

Bonod Volumes.—Vol. IV. June to December, 
1906. 414 pages, 4s. 9d., post-free. Vol. V.
January to June, 1907. 4x8 pages, 4s. gd.t
post-free. Vol. V I. June fo December, 1907. 
416 pages, 4s. pd., post-free. Vol. V II. January 
to June, 1908. 416 pages, 45. 9d., post-free.

Gibbons Stamp lUeekly
A popular WaaMp Stamp Journal for tho 

loaoral collector, end mora especially for 
beginners and rovai collector#.

WEEKLY CONTENTS.

The Countries of the World. By W . P. Barnsdall. 
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus

trated. By Frank Phillips.
Miscellaneous Items of New9 and Facts.
Topical Notes. B y  Charles J .  Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong. 
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
Notes from the Foreign Press.
Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence. 
Answers to Correspondents.

PREPAID  SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
u  months at the following rates, post-free i—

GL Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S. A. 
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 C. fo. 3.00 m. 1.70

6 .. 3S. 3d. 8oc. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

>a •> 6s. 6d. $i.6o fo. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order 0 . S. W. from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered Sat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

Special Bargains for G.S.W. Readers.
CU B A, PORTO RICO, AND 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.
A  Set of 21 Stamps of -various issues, including provisionals 

and scarce varieties.

THE CATALOGUE PRICE of the STAM PS IN TH IS S E T  is 2s. 2d.

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
For the set of Stamps, unused and m int, N IN E P E N O E f  P O S T - F R E E .

~ STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
Arranged alphabetically.

Revised series for 1908, following particulars in Stanley 
Gibbons' last Priced Catalogue,

SPBCIAL ATTENTION Is drawn to the LOW PRICES at which these Sets are offered—In mest 
cases these will be found to be from 20 to 30 per cent less than what the Stamps would cost If 
bought separately. ______________

Used.* U nused.\ Used and Unmcd.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In Ordering it is only necessary to quote Name of Country*
Number of 8et, and the Price.

86s* 1694.
863* 1894.
864t 289s.

*&,of NORTH BORNEO.
859! 2886-87. Arms. i  c., 1 c., 2 c., 4 c., 8 c., and 10c. . .
86ot 1888-89., Large Arms. 5 i, $2, $5, and $10
86tt 2894. Pictorial i c., a c., 3 c., 5 c., 6 c., and 8 c.

♦» 1 C., a c. 3 c , 5 c., 8 c., 1a c., and 24 c.
Arms. 25 c., 50c., and $ 1 . . . . .
Surcharged on Arms. 4 c. on $ 1, 10 c. on $ 1, 20 c. on $ 1 ,  30 c. on $ 

40 c. on $t . . . .
Pictorial. 1 c., a c., 3 c., 5 c., 6 c., 8 c., 18 c ,  and 24 c.

1 c., a c., 3 c., 5 c., 6 c., 8 c., and 12 c.
8651 1897. 
866* 2897. 
867! 1899. 
868t 1899.

Provisionals. 4 c. on 5, 6, 8, 22, 18, and 24 c. 
4 c. on $2, $5 and $10

N a  in 
Set.

6 . 
4 • 
6 .

am

869* 2900-02. Pictorial. 2c., 4 c., 10 c., and 16 c. .
87ot 1901-4. Protectorate. 2 c., 2 c., 3 c., 4 c., s c., 6 c., and 8 c.
872! „  „  x c., a c., 3 c., 4 c., 5 c., 6 c., 8 c., 1 2 0 , 1 8  c., and 24 c.
87a* ,, ,, 1 c., ac., 3 c., 4 c., 5 c., 6 c ,  8 c., toe., 12 c., 16 c.

:8 c., and 24 c. . . . .
*73j 1904-s. Provisionals. 4 c. on 5, 6, 8, t2, 18, 24, 25, and 50 c.
874* .1 >> 4 c. on $2, $z, $5, and $10
8751 Postage Due. 1894-7. a c., a c., 3 c., 6 c., and 8 c. .
8761 ,, 2901. 2 c., 3 c., 4 c., $ c., 6 c., 8 c., 12 c., x8 c., and 24 c.
877* ,1 ,, 2 c., 3 c., 4 c., 5 c., 6 c., and 8 c.

NORTHERN NIGERIA.
878! >902-5. King, id ., id ., 2d., aid., 3d., and is., single . . ♦.

NORTH GERMAN CONFEDERATION.
879! 1869. Perf. 1  and 2 gr., and 1 and 7 kr.
88ot Officials. 1870. J  gr., | gr., J  gr., and 1 gr., Hamburg, J  sch. (2) .

NORWAY.
88s* >856-1905. Various types, including 2nd and 4th issues and provisional 
88a* 1878. King'Oscar, kr. i ,  kr. 1.50, and kr. 2 
8$3t 1905. Provisionals, kr. 1 ,  kr. 1.50, and kr. 2, surcharged on 2 sk.
8$4t 1906-8. , , 30 6re on 7 sk., 15 6re on 4 sk., and 30 Ore
88$t 1907. King Haakon, kr. 1, kr. 1.50, aod kr. 2 .

.> ■ .  NOSSI-BE
890! 1894. Tablet type, 1 c., 2 c., 4 c., 5 c., and xoc.

NYASSA.
891! 1897. Surcharged on Mozambique, 2} r., 5 r., 10 r., 20 r., 25 r., and 50 r.

tt n to r ., 15 r., 25 r., 5or.# 75 r .f
100 r., 150 r., aoo r., and 300 r. .

893! 1901. Giraffe, 2} r. to $0 r.
, 2f r. I

«9*
*93.
*94 1901 to so r .

OLDENBURG.
895, 1867. Rouletted, | gr., }  gr., i  gr., a gr., and ,g r .  . . . .

ORANGE RIVER COLONY.
1868. fo n t issue, id ., 6d., and is. . . . . . .

897* 1882-96. jd ., id ., id . on 5s.. |d. on 3d., and td. on 3d. . . .
898! >900. “ V .R .l .” |d. id ., ad., 3d., 6d., and is. .
M  1900-2. On CapCj id ., id. and aid. Provisionals, 4d. on 6d., and is. on 5s. 
900I 1903-44 K in g ; Single wmk„ id ., id ., 2d., aid ., and 3d. •

29
3
3
3
3

80 r.,

s. d.
4 6

25
2
1
2

3
4 
1 
4
2

. 0 
l

0 
3 
6 
0 
9 
2

2 9

2 6
3 6
4 0 
2 6 
4 6 
0 »

6 8

0 9 
2 0

2 0 
2 0 

10 0 
1  $ 
6 0

0 8

1  8

0m

6 0

7 6
1 9
2 6
2 3 
1  0

3



SURCHARGE MEASURER. Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

Cat. No. 1897-8.
41. too r., blue o i blue

ANGRA.
Type 9. K in g  Carlos. s. ti. 

. used o 6

T h i  accompanying illustration will give the best idea of what 
this is. It consists of a  pair of needle-pointed spring com* 
passes, capable, by means of an adjusting screw, of measuring 
with the greatest accuracy all surcharges up to 40 millimetres 
in length. In addition to the measure a  millimetre gauge is 
obtained by running the head o f the screw along a piece of 
paper, a  series of Hoes exactly a millimetre apart being thus 
indented in the paper. For measuring surcharges on such 
stamps as Natal, Straits Settlements, See., this will be found 
invaluable, and also in the detection of forgeries—a forgery or 
forged surcharge very seldom being exactly  the same size as the 
original.

Price, post-free, 7/7 ;  abroad, 7/11.

POCKET
MAGNIFYING GLASSES.

A rrsR  examining some scores of different sorts, we have been 
able to get one combining the greatest power with the largest 
field obtainable for pocket use. These glasses arc mounted 
in handsome vulcanite frames, and are very compact, There 
are two lenses in each, which may be used singly, or if  a very 
strong power is desired, may be combined.

ANTIGUA. 1
1908. Type 4. W aterm ark m ult. C A .

44. 2&J., ultramarine . . . . . o 4

A ZO RES.
1906. T yfc  26. K in g Carlos.

20S. 25 r., rose . . used o 1
2»>ii. 50 r., blue . . . , , 0 1

DOMiNICA.
1908. Type 9. M ultiple w aterm ark.

37. &d., green 0  . . . . . 0 t
42. 6d., black and chestnut C . . . . 0 8

FRENCH  MOROCCO.
1903. Type 5. R evised p rice.

M 126. so c , brown*purple . . . used o 1

FUNCHAL.
1897 -9, Type a. K in g Carlos 

80. 75 r., rose . . . used o 4
43 200 r., mauve on flesh . . . , , 0 8

GERM AN MOROCCO.
1906 7. Surcharged on stam ps 0 / Germ any. Wmk Lozenges. 
m 39. 35 c. on 30 pf., black and orange on buff .u sed  o 4

53.
65.

GIBRALTAR.
1904-7. K ing's head. M ultiple w aterm ark.

2 J., grey-green and carmine . .u sed  o 2
3$d., ultramarine . . . . , , 0 3

GWALIOR.
>907. Service. O verprinted on stam ps 0 / In d ia  inscribed 

POSTAGE AND REVENUE.
138. 4 a., pea-green . . . . . 0 3

Price, p o st-free, 7l 7 ;  abroad, 8/4. HORTA.
1897-9. Type 2. K in g  Carlos.

40. too r., blue on blue . .u sed  o 4

NEW STAMP 
MAGNIFYING GLASS.

Wn have pleasure in bringing to the notice of 
our readers the New Magnifying Glass shown 
in the above illustrations. It  is specially 
useful for the examination of stamps, to find 
out the plate-numbers and for the detection of 
forgeries in conjunction with the new edition 
of A lbum  Weeds. It is used by placing the 
flat side in contact with the stamp to be examined.

Price, post-free In Great Britain, 6 f t ;  abroad, 61-

MOROCCO AGENCIES.
1907. Surcharged on stamps 0 / Great B rita in . 

M3. 15 c. on 1 Id., purple and green . used
m 4. 20 c. on 2d., green and scarlet . . ,,
m 5. 25 e. on rjd ., ultramarine . . . „
m $a. 40 c. on 40., green and brown . . „
m £. 50 c. on 5d., purple and ultramarine . • „

O 2 
0 8 
<■ 2 
0 l
© 5

MOZAMBIQUE.
1905 „P ro visio n al on Type ia  

151. 50 r. on 65 r., dull blue

PARAGUAY.
1904-6. Type 39. Lion. 

104. 2 c., vermilion . • ,
104. 3 c. „

. used o 4

PONTA DELGADA.
1897. Type 9. K ing Carlos. 

30. 75 r., rose.
38. too r., blue on blue .
43. 2oo r., miuve on pink

. used o 4

. „ 0 4

. „  0 9
PORTUGAL.

1905. Type 39. Change 0 / colour.
8S8. 75 r., brown on yellow . . . used o »

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, LTD ., 391 STRAN D , LONDON. 

NEW  Y O R K : S T A N L E Y  G IBBO N S, IN C O R PO R A T E D , 198 BRO ADW AY. 
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GIBBONS STAM P W E E K L Y

M acau.—The following stamp has inadver
tently l>een omitted from our Catalogue, although 
a place is provided for it in the last edition of the 
Imperial Album.

s6 sa
1894. Type z6 surcharged as Type aa, in  black. 

P er/, xaj.
isort|a a. on 10 r., green (B.).

S t  H elena.—We have received three of the 
values referred to in our issue of 27 June, and the 
fourth (the 10s.) is noted as issued on or before 
27 June, in Ew en's Weekly Stamp News (20.5.08).

S 7 H C L E N A

*3

Ma y , 1908. Type *3. Nam e and value in 
second colour. Wmk. M ultiple Cr<nun C A. Per/. 14. 

38|?ld., ultramarine. O- 
40Ld., black and red on yellow^ C*
42|6d., lilac and purple, c*

May, 1908. Type 13. Nam e an d value in  second 
colour, Wmk. Crown C A, Type w. 6. P er/, 14.

50I10S., green and red on green, c*

Sudan.—According to Ew en's Weekly Stamp 
News(20.6.08), the 5 piastres overprinted “ Army 
Service”  was issued with the multiple Crescent 
and Star watermark on 27 May, or earlier.

Ouir contemporary also gives the following 
very interesting information concerning the over* 
printing of these stamps:—

11 The ‘ Army Service * stamps are printed once 
a year, in December. For instance, in De
cember, 1905, the War Office purchased from the 
Khartoum Post Office the following quantities of 
stamps and had them surcharged at Cairo.

1 mill. 40,000 I I pias. 10,000
2 , , 20,000 1 2 1. 2,000
3 »> 13.000 I 5 » 400
5 »> 60,000 1 10 » 200

“  The 2, 5, and 10 piastres had single Rosettes 
wmk.

“ In December, 1906, the following quantities 
were done (see E . W. S . N .t No. 375).

1 mill. 3S.OOP 1 pias. 11,500
2 .. 20,000 2 M 200
3 .. 15,000 5 »» nil
5 .. 65,000 10 »» nil

“  For the current year there were overprinted 
in December, 1907, a further 1000 2 piastres, 
120 5 piastres, and 50 10 piastres. Unfortunately

our correspondent is sile 
the other values. The ; 
multiple wmk. Crescent

nt as to the quantities of 
$ piastres, this time, had 
and Stars.”

4

Service
33

A kmy Service. May, 1908. Type a overprinted w ith  
Type 33. in  black. Wmk. M ultiple S ta r and Crescent, 
Type 4. Per/. 14.

219)5 pias., brown and green.

Sw itzerland.— Mr. A. E. Tucker has shown 
us a copy of the 25 c. on granite paper per
forated 1 1 J  x 12.

xo
1905- 8. Type to. Wmk. Type 13. G ranite Paper.

(b) Per/. 1 1 }  and  12 compound,
225)25 c., blue.

Z anzibar.—The following letter is taken from 
Ew en's Weekly Stamp News (20.6.08)

Zanzibar Post Offic e ,
27th M ay, 1908.

Sir,—In reply to your letter of t4th last, I have the 
honour to inform you that this Post Office does not intend 
at present to issue 1 and 75 c. stamps, and that the stamps 
above five rupees are also fo r  postal use.

1 have, etc.,
{Signed) A. T. db Souza T iil o ,

Ac ing Postm aster.

In view of this information we feel compelled 
to list the seven high values that we believed to 
be merely fiscal stamps, and to which we referred 
in our issue of 30 May.

Ma y , 1908. N ew type. V iew  0 / Port. Large oblong.
M ultiple wm k., Type x8. Per/. 14.
339! to r.t blue-green and brown, O*
340 20 r., black and yellow-green, O*
341! 30 r. „  sepia, O-
342 40 r. „  orange-brown, O*
343 50 r. „  mauve, o*
344100 r. „  Antwerp blue, O-
345 200 r., brown and greenish black, O.

Note.—Nos. 226 to 238, listed in our issue 
of 27 June, are all on ordinary paper.
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The Sectional Imperial Album
THIS NEW ALBUM IS FULLY DESCRIBED IN A PAMPHLET 

WHICH WILL BE SENT POST-FREE, ON APPLICATION.

T h e Outside D im ensions of the Cover are
I l f  by 101 in.

Each Page m easures l l i  by 8 in. 
clear of Binding.

THE BINDERS
have been specially made and are of the simplest description; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (See above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.

W hen mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re
moved and the pages laid out quite flat.

They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33 .— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars of contents. Price 6 / - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6 /6 ; abroad, 7 /- .

No. 34 .— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 15/—; post-free, United Kingdom, 15 /6 ; abroad, 16 /-.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED,
391 STRAND, LONDON, W .C .
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I

THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
A  fu ll d escrip tion  o f  th is  A lbum  w ill  be  sent p ost-free  on  application*

Now Ready. Section I. G R E A T  B R I T A I N
( 8 6  PAGES).

Price 3/9, or post-free in Great Britain, 4 / - ;  abroad, 4/3.
This Section includes all Postage, Official, Fiscal Postals, and Telegraph Stam p s; but although only 

sold together, each o f the above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one o f them may be 
omitted if the collector does not wish to include it, but the section is only sold as a  whole at above price.

W E S T  INDIES. Price.
Section Pages. s. d.
2. AN TIG UA 4 •• 0 3

3  BAHAM AS , , 8 .. 0 4

4. BARBADOS . 12  .. 0 6

5. BERM UDA 6 .. 0 4

6. CAYMAN ISLANDS '  . 4  •• 0 3

7. DOMINICA . JO .. 0 0

8. ORENADA . 12  .. 0 6

9. JAM AICA . 12  .. 0 6

10. LEE W A R D  ISLANDS . 6 .. 0 4

11. M ON TSER RAT . . 4  •• 0 3

12. NEVIS . .  * JO .. 0 0

13. ST. CH R ISTO P H ER . IO .. 0 6

14. ST. K 1 TTS -N EV IS . , 4 •• 0 3

15. ST. L U C IA . . , 12  .. 0 6

16. ST. V IN C E N T 8 .. 0 4
17. TOBAGO . . 6  .. 0 4
ia TR IN ID AD » • 22  .. 1 0

19. TUR KS ISLANDS * 8 .. 0 4
20. TURKS & CAICOS ISLAND S 4 •• 0 3

21. VIRGIN ISLANDS • 8 .. 0 4

A M ERICA N  CO LO N IES. Price-
Sectioo Pages, s. d.
22. BR ITISH  COLUM BIA . . 4 . . 0 3
23. CANADA . . . . 22  ... 1 0
24. N EW  BRUN SW ICK . . 4 - 0 3
25. N EW FO U N D LA N D  . . 12  ... 0 6
26. NOVA SCOTIA . . 4 ... 0 3
27. PRINCE ED W AR D  IS LA N D  4 ... 0 3
28. BRITISH G U IA N A  . 22 ... 1 0
29. „  HONDURAS . . S ... 0 4
a). FA LK LA N D  ISLANDS . . 6 ... 0 4

AFRICAN CO LO NIES.
31. BRITISH B EC H U A N A LA N D  8 ... 0 4
32. „  C E N TR A L AFRICA 8 ... 0 4
33. „  EA S T A FR IC A  . 1 2  ... 0 6

. 10 ... 0 6
10  ... 0 6 
18  ... 0 1 0  
6 ... 0 4 
6 ... 0 4 
6 ... 0 4 

10  ... 0 6 
8 ... 0 4

34. „  S O M A LILA N D
35. „  S O U TH  AFR ICA .
36. CAPE OF GOOD HOPE
37. E A S T AFR IC A &  UG AN D A.
38. G AM BIA . . . .
39. GOLD COAST
40. GR IQ UALAN D  W E S T  .
41. LAGOS . . . .

POSTAGE.
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may l>e calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an 

additional four pages for each section. The postage will then be as follows:—

G REAT BRITAIN .
10 Pages . . . . . 2d.
22 ,, . . . . . 2)d.
36 ,, . . . . 3d.

1 3 0 .................................. 4d.
220 .................................. . 5d.
400 .................................. 6d.
600 .................................. . 7d.

Above 6 0 0  pages reckon 1d. more for each 
additional 10 0  pages or portion thereof.

For more than 3 4 0  pages abroad postage may be 
and every 90  additional pages 1 lb.

MINIMUM PO8TA0

ABRO AD .

10 Pages . 2d.
22 . . 2!d.
34 . . 3d.
46 . . . . 4|d.
58 „  . . . 5d.

And an extra id. for every 12 pages in addition, 
up to 340  pages.

ascertained by reckoning that 3 4 0  pages weigh 4  lb., 

E  . . 2d.

N.B.—E ach  page m easures 111 x 8 In. d e a r  o f  binding.

B L A N K  P A G E S  can be supplied to match the printed pages, and will be found 
o f use for those who want to include pairs, blocks, or stamps on covers.

Price 9d. per doz.; post-free, lid . per doz. 

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 STRAND, LONDON. W.C.
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WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE COUNTRY?

Let us send you an A P P R O V A L  S E L E C T I O N .

--------------O U R ---------------

APPROVAL SHEETS
A R E  M AD E UP OF
PICKED COPIES

They are arranged in over sixty different sheets, so'that a * Collector 
who goes through them all will have had the chance of making his 

selection from more than

S I X  T H O U S A N D  D I F F E R E N T  S T A M P S

We keep a record of every sheet a collector has had, so that we never 
send a collector the same sheet twice.

APPROVAL BOOKS
F O R  A D V A N C E D  C O L L E C T O R S

We have an assortment of MANY HUNDREDS of small books of

Choice Picked Stamps of every Country or District ift the World

Which can be sent by post in an ordinary registered envelope to all ’ parts 
of the World. These books as a rule include Used and Unused' Stumps. '
In all cases we shall lay ourselves out to meet the S P E C IA L  
R E Q U IR E M E N T S  oF each individual client, whether the amount 

required be L A R G E  O R S M A L L .
On the above we allow a discount of to per cent—25 off each 20s. 
Collectors need not hesitate to ask for a sending because their purchases 
may tie small Shillings run into pounds, and we shall be pleased to 

cater for the small as well as the large buyer.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, Ltd.
391 STRAND. LONDON, W.C.

1
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Editorial Dotes
Editorial Communications.—All communications 

in (ended for the Editor should be addressed to 
The Editor, G. S. W.%

391 Strand, London, W .C.
Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has 

no time for direct correspondence. All letters re* 
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
of 11 Answers to Correspondents.*’

Examination of Stamps.—Owing to the great 
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are 
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to increase our charges, which in future 
will be as follows: is, per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

Id exceptional cases where special knowledge 
is necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or 
Italian postmark, additional time will be required

to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog
nised experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving 
an opinion:—B. Bogus, Le. never existed; F. 
Forged; 6 . Genuine; G .F. Stamp genuine, sur
charge forged; R. Reprint; W. Watermark.

Subscription*.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumet.—Our publishers are 
now preltared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V II  of Gibbons Stamp Woekfy 
in art cloth, lettered froot and back, at is, 6d«, 
post-free.

Bound Volume*.—Vol. IV . June to December, 
1906. 414 pages, 4s. 9d., post-free. Vol. V.
January to June, 1907. 428 pages, 4s. gd.,
post-free. Vol. V I. June to December, 1907. 
416 pages, 45. 9d., post-free. Vol. V II. January 
to June, <908. 416 pages, 4s. 9d., post-free.

Gibbons Stamp Weekly
A popular Weekly Stamp Journal for the 

tenoral collector, and more especially for 
boglanoro and young collectors.

W E E K L Y  CONTENTS.

The Countries of the World* By W. F. Barnsdall.
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus

trated. By Frank Phillips.
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Topical Notes. B y  Charles J .  Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. B y  D. B. Armstrong.
Philatelic Societies* Reports.
Notes from the Foreign Press.
Speoial Foreign and Colonial Correspondence.
Answers to Correspondents.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the fcurrent number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
12  months at the following rates, post-free

Gt Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France,

‘SSL" Germany.

3 month! is. 8d. 40 c. fc. a.«o m. 1.70
< .. 3s. 3d. 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3-25

ta •» 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.30

In Groat Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G. 5 . W. from their oearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, lostead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

Special Bargains for g . s .w . Readers.

QUEENSLAND
1903. Wmk, V  and Crown. Perf. 12J.

9d., brown and ultramarine.
These Stamps occur in two Types, the one with “  Queensland ”  in large, and the other in small letters.

eI ' H  * : i  i f . i  l  i

These two Types occur side by side three times only in each sheet of one special printing, and pairs 
are rare with the two Types joined, although the Stamps are common separated.

We have secured a very few horizontal pairs, with full gum, and showing the two Types together.

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
Tho pair, 016, post-free.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
Arranged alphabetically.

Revised series for 1908, following particulars in Stanley 
Gibbons’ last Priced Catalogue.

SPECIAL ATTENTION If drawn to the LOW PRICES at which these Seta are offered—In most 
cu e s  these will be found te be from 20 to 30 per cent less than what the Stamp* would coat If 
bought separately. _____________

Used. * Unused A  Used en d  Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In Ordering It It only necessary to quote Name of Country,
Number of 8et, and the Price.

No. of 
Set.

post 1891-8.
PAHANG.

Tiger and Provisionals, 2 c., 3 c., 4 c., 5 c., 10 c., and 4 c. on 8

No. In 
Set.

. 6 ..

PANAMA.
9ost 1887-96. Map., z c. (?), 1 c. on 2 c., 5 c., zo c., and 20 c.
903* „  t, 1 c., 2 c., 5 c. (2), 10 c., and 20 c.
904! 1904. Provisionals. 1 c., 2 c., 5 c., and zo c. .
905! 1906. Pictorial, z c., 2} c., 5 c., 8 c., and zo c.
906* „  „  i c . , 2 j c  , 5 c., and 10 c.
9071 1906. Canal Zone on Map., 5 c., B c. on 50 c., zo c., 1 c. on 20 c., and 2 c. on 1 p
9081 1907. m on Pictorials, 1 c., 2 c., 5 c., 8 c., and to c.
909* 1907. f, „  1 c., 5 c., 8 c., and 10 c.

PARAGUAY.
1870-84. Early types, including provisional 
1684-9. 1 c* (*X 2.c.i and 7 c.

piot
9>zt
9«*
9*3t
9*4t
9*5t
916*

S3 !
9>*t

. . . t
9*31 
9*4t

9>St

9*!\
9 ll'
9*91
9*a \
V&'
9̂ t
W<"

,889-99.
1893-7.
1895-9-X900-2.

1901-2.
1902- 3.
1903- 6.

Various issues, including portraits and provis 
1 c., 2 c., 4 c ,  5 c., 14 c., and 80 c.
Provisionals and corrected type 
Arms. 2 c. to 24 c.

,, ic . ,  j c . , 4 c., and 5 c. (3)
Arms, z c. to 40 c.
Provisionals . . . . . .
Lion types. 1 c. (2), 2 c. (2), 5 c. (aX 10 c., 20 c., 30 c., am 

„  ,, 1 c. (2), 2 c. (2), 5 c. (2), and 10 c
1904-8. , Lion, z c. (a), 2 c., zo c. (2), ao c. (3), 30 c. (a), and 60 c.

.. Government Buildings . . . . .
Provisionals. 5 c. on 2 c. (3)

if SC* OX 5 c. on zo c ,  5 c. on 20 c  (2), 5 c.
S c. on 60 c. (2)

1896-1901. Telegraph stamps used for postage 
Postage Due. 1904. 2 c. to 20 c.
Officials. 1890-2. 1 c. (a), 2 c. (2), 5 c., 15 c., 20 c.f and 50 c.

,, 1892. 1 c., 2 c ,  to c., 15 c., ao c., and 50 c.
„  1901. 1  c., to toe. . .
„  1903. Lion type. 1 c. to so c . .
,, 1903. ,, I c. to 30 c.
„  1904-8. Lion. 1 c. (2), 2 c. (2), $ c., and 10 c
», » n IC. (4X * C. (4X and to c. .

1907-
1908. on 30 c. (2]

9jot 1902-3.
PENRHYN ISLAND.

)d., id., ajd., 6d., and z/- . .

PERAK.
9311 1878T91. Overprinted on Straits. 2 c. (3), 1 c. on 2 c. (4)
93*t 1691-5* Tiger, a c. (aX 5 c., and 3 c. on 5 c. .
933* „  ^  1 c ,  2 c. (2), 5 c. and 10 c.
934t 1895-9. Tiger's head. 1 c., 2 c., 3 c.. 4 c., 5 c., 8 c., and 10 c.
935t 1900. Provisionals. 1  c. on 2, 4, ana 5 c., 3 c. on 8 and 50 c.

PERSIA.
9J$t 1876-84
937* «879-84

Early Issues. 1  sb., 5 sh. (1), tosh., and 10 c. . . . . 5
y sf „  5 sh., tosh., 5 kr., 5 c., and 1 fr. . . . . 5
938* 1885-99. Various issues, including Controls. 1 ch. (2), 2 ch. (3X 5 ch. (6X 8ch.,

to ch. (2), and 1 kr. . . . . . . , 15
939f 1889. 1 ch., 2 ch., 5 ch., 7 ch., 10 ch., 1 kr., 2 kr., and 5 kr. . . 8
94ot 1891. t ch., 2 ch., 5 ch., to ch., 14 chu, and 1 kr. . . . . . 6

s. d.
2 6

3 0

2 6 
0 10 
0 $
3 6 
1 3

2 3 
1 9
1 3
1  9
2 0
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SURCHARGE MEASURER. Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

T hb accompanying illustration will give the best idea of what 
this is. It consists of a pair of needle-pointed spring com* 
puses, capable, by means o f an adjusting screw, of measuring 
with the greatest accuracy all surcharges up to 40 millimetres 
in length. In addition to the measure a millimetre gauge is 
obtained by running the head of the screw along a piece of 
paper, a series of lines exactly a millimetre apart being thus 
indented in the paper. For measuring surcharges on such 
stamps as Natal, Straits Settlements, Sic., this will be found 
invaluable, and also in the detection of forgeries—a forgery or 
forged surcharge very seldom being exactly  the same size as the 
original.

Price, post-free, 7 1 7 ; abroad, 7/11.

POCKET
MAGNIFYING GLASSES.

A ptbr examining some scores of different sorts, we have been 
able to get one combining the greatest power with the largest 
field obtainable for pocket use. These glasses are mounted 
in handsome vulcanite frames, and are very compact. There 
are two lenses in each, which may be used singly, or if a very 
strong power is desired, may be combined.

Price, poet-free, 7/7 ;  abroad, 8/4.

NEW STAMP 
MAGNIFYING GLASS.

W s have pleasure in brioging to the notice of 
our readers the New Magnifying Glass shown 
in the above illustrations. . It is specially 
useful for the examination of stamps, to find 
out the plate-oumbers and for the detection of 
forgeries in conjunction with the new edition 
of Album Weeds. It is used by placing the 
flat side in contact with the stamp to be examined.

Price, poet-free in Great Britain, 8/1;  abroad, 8/-

C A Y M A N  IS L A N D S .
1908. K in g 's Head.

Cat. No. M ultiple Watermark. s. d.
5s., green and red on yellow C . . 6 6

Single Watermark.
34. 1 os., green and red on green C . . 12  6

G U A T E M A L A .
1908. Types 44, 45, and  5 1, surcharged/

213. I c. on 10 c., blue and orange . . 0 1
214. 1 c. on 12& cM black and blue . . 0 1
215. 6 c. on 20 c ., black and purple . . 0 2

N IC AR AG U A.
Stamps overprinted fo r  Province o f Zelaya.

1908. Type 37, surcharged in black, overprinted 
with Type Z 3, in black.

457<*. 20 c. on 2 c., rose (No. 321) . . 0 9
457r. 20 c. on 2 c ., rose ( „  322) . . 1 0

Fiscal Stamps.
Type 45 {overprinted CORREO, 1908). 

Further overprinted w ith Type Z  3, reading 
up, in  green.

460A, 5 c., orange-yellow (No. 365) . . 0 3
460<*. 10 c., turquoise-blue ( „  366) . . 0 5

Fiscal Stamp.
Type 45, surcharged with Type 47, sim ila ly  

oveipiirtted.
460(£ 15 c. on 50 c.f green (C) (No. 378) . o 7

N O R T H E R N  N IG E R IA .
1902. A 'in g's Head. Single Watermark.

12. 2d., purple and yellow . . 0 6
14. 5d. ,, chestnut . t 0
17. 2s. 6d., green and blue . . 8 6

P A R A G U A Y .
1908. Type 39. Colour changed.

117a. 10 c., Prussian blue . . . 0 2

Type 66 (Official Stamps), surcharged 
H A BILITA D O  KN—5—CEN TAVO S. 

in three lines in  black.
160. 5 c. on 10 c., purple . , . 0 3
160a. 5 c. on 30 c., slate-grey . . . 0 3
150A s c. on 30 c ., orange-yellow . . 0 3

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, LTD ., 391 STRAND , LONDON.

NEW  Y O R K : S T A N L E Y  GIBBO N S, IN C O R PO RA TED , 198 BRO ADW AY.
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T H E  “ S . G . ” S T A M P  H IN G E S .

#W TWO SIZE S.
r  a

\  /  ̂ )
S I Z E  A . S I Z E  B .
(Red Boxes.) (Green Boxes;

We have prepared a NEW STAMP HINGE, sizes as above, put up in AIR-TIGHT TIN 
BOXES, each containing 1000 hinges of good tough paper, doubly gummed, an i 

thus easily peelable. Price 6d., post-free T d .  per Box.

WHEN ORDERING MENTION SIZE DESIRED.

Transparent Envelopes.
MADE OF B EST TOUGH WHITE PAPER, 

STRONGLY GUMMED ON FLAP AND AT THE JOINTS.
In va lu a b le  to the C ollector f o r  k eep in g  D u plicates, a n ti to the D e a le r fo r  use in  sen d in g  

Selection s on A p p ro v a l a s w e ll as f o r  use in  h is  ow n Stock.

S U P P LIED  IN FO U R  S IZ E S :
iNCH is. i-e r  100. per  ioco. Postage extra for Great Britain—

A . 2 |  by 1 } 5d. • 3/6 • A , id . per 10 0 ; 1 3d . per 1000.

B . 3 l  M * 1 6d. • 4/6 B , id. „ 36 - . .
C . 4} „ 3 t. • 8d. • 5 /9 c , i j d .  „ 5d- ..
D . 6 i 5 1/2 . 10 / -  . D , 2 jd .  „ 7d.

A b r o a d  b y  P a r c e l  P o s t  o r  E x p r e s s  a t  a c tu a l  c o s t .Stanley Gibbons, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W .C.
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The Sectional Imperial Album
T H IS  N E W  A L B U M  IS  F U L L Y  D E S C R IB E D  IN  A  P A M P H L E T  

W H IC H  W I L L  B E  S E N T  P O S T -F R E E , O N  A P P L IC A T IO N .

The Outside Dimensions of the Cover are
I l f  b y  l O f  i n .

Each Page measures l l i  by 8 in. 
clear of Binding.

T H E  B I N D E R S
have been specially made and are of the simplest description ; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (See  above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.

W hen mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re
moved and the pages laid out quite flat.

They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33 .— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars of contents. Price 6/ - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6/6 ; abroad, 7 /- .

No. 34.— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 1 5 /- ;  post-free, United Kingdom, 15 /6 ; abroad, 16 /-.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED,
391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
i A full description o f this Album will be sent post-free on application.

Now Ready. Section I. G R E A T  B R I T A I N
(86 PAG ES).

Price 3/9, or post-free in Great Britain, 4 / - ;  abroad, 4/3.
T h is  S e c tio n  in c lu d e s  a ll  P o s t a g e ,  O ffic ia l, F is c a l  P o s t a ls ,  a n d  T e le g r a p h  S ta m p s  ; b ut a lth o u g h  o n ly  

sold to g e th er, e a c h  o f  th e  a b o v e  g r o u p s  is  p rin te d  o n  s e p a r a t e  p a g e s ,  a n d  a n y  o n e  o f  th em  m a y  b e  
omitted i f  th e  co lle c to r  d o e s  n ot w ish  to  in c lu d e  it , b u t th e  sectio n  is  o n ly  so ld  a s  a  w h o le  a t  a b o v e  p rice .

WEST INDIES.
Section Pages. S. d.
2 ANTIGUA 4 •• 0 3
a  BAH AM AS 8 . 0 4
4. BARBADOS 12 .. 0 6
5. BERM UDA 6 .. 0 4
6. CAYM AN ISL A N D S 4 •• 0 3
7. DOMINICA IO .. 0 6
8. ORENADA 12 .. 0 6
9. JAM AICA 12 .. 0 6

10. LE E W A R D  ISLAN D S . 6 .. 0 4
11. M ONTSERRAT . 4 •• 0 3
12 NEVIS . . . IO .. 0 6
13. ST. CH RISTO PH ER IO .. 0 6
14. ST. K IT T S-N E V IS 4 •• 0 3
15. ST. L UCI A. . . . 12 .. 0 6
18. ST. VINCEN T 8 .. 0 4
17. TOBAGO . . . . 6 .. 0 4
18. TRINIDAD 22 . 1 0
19. TURKS ISLA N D S 8 .. 0 4
20. TURKS & CAICOS ISLAN D S 4 •• 0 3
21. VIRGIN ISLAN D S 8 .. 0 4

AMERICAN COLONIES. Price.
ion Pages. s. d.
BRITISH  COLUM BIA . 4 ••. 0 3
C A N A D A . . . . 22 .... 1 0
N E W  BRU N SW ICK 4 . 0 3
N EW FOU N DLAN D 12 .... 0 6
NOVA SCOTIA 4 ••. 0 3
PRIN CE E D W A R D  ISLAN D 4 ••. 0 3
BRITISH  GUIANA 22 .... 1 0

„  HON DU RAS . 8 .. . 0 4
FALK LAN D  ISLAN DS . 6 .. . 0 4

28.
29.

AFRICAN COLONIES.
31. BRITISH BECH UANALAND 8 ... 0
32. „  CEN TRAL AFRICA 8 ... 0
33. „  EAST AFR ICA . 12 ... 0
34. „  SO M A L ILA N D  . 10 ... 0
35. „  SOUTH AFRICA . 10 ... 0
36. CAPE OF QOOD HOPE . 18
37. E A ST AFR ICA & U G AN D A. 6
38. G A M B IA  . . . 6
39. GOLD COAST . 6
40. GRIQ U ALA N D  W E S T  . . 10
41. LAGOS . . 8
42. M A D A G A SC A R  . .2 2
43. M A U R IT IU S . 24

POSTAGE.
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an

The postage will then be as follows:—
A B R O A D .

4 
4
6 
6 
6 

0 10 
0 4

additional four pages for each section.
• G R E A T  B R I T A I N .

10  P a g e s ............................................ 2 d.
22 ........ ................................... 2)d.
3 8 .............................................................3d.

130 ................................................... 4d .
2 2 0  „   6d .
400  „   6 d .
000  ....................................................  7d.

Above 600 pages reckon Id. more for each 
additional 100 pages or portion thereof.

10 P a g e s  
22
34  „
4 6  „
58  „

2 d .
2 Jd .
3d .

4 jd .
5 d.

And an extra id . for every 12 pages in addition, 
up to 3 4 0  pages.

For more than 340  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 340 pages weigh 4  lb., 
and every 90 additional pages 1 lb.

M IN IM U M  P O S T A G E  . 2d.

H .B .—E a c h  p a c e  m e a s u r e s  i l l  x  8  in .  c l e a r  o f  b in d in g .

B L A N K  P A G E S  can be supplied to match the printed pages, and will be found 
of use for those who want to include pairs, blocks, or stamps on covers. 

Price 9d. per doz.; post-free, lid . per doz.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , Ltd., 391 S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C .
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The Stamp Collectors’ Library.
A good library ot tbt best and most reliable Philatelic Publications Is a prime necessity to the 
Stamp Collector who wishes to thoroughly study the Stamps he collects. The most successful 
collectors pride themselves upon the range ot their philatelic libraries. Handbooks. and 
other works by writers of established reputation are, In fact, Indispensable to supplement 
tbe Stamp Catalogue, which at best Is only a Dealer’s Price List of what be has to sell.

P R I C E S  Q U O T E D  A R E  A L L  P O S T - F R E E .
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S  C A T A L O G U E . Part I, British Empire. Cloth, 2/9. Part II, Foreign 

Countries, 2/10.
S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  C O LL E C T IN G . By Major E. B. Evans. A glossary of terms used in 

Stamp Collecting. Invaluable as a reference book. Full of information as to the various kinds 
of paper used, methods of printing, embossing, perforating, etc. Fully illustrated. Paper 
cover, 2/3; cloth, 4/3.

S T A M P  C O L L E C T IN G  A S  A P A S T IM E .  By E dward J .  Nankivell. A peep behind the 
scenes, explaining how it is that, after nearly half a century, Stamp Collecting has never been 
more popular than it is to-day. Contents: The Charm of Stamp Collecting—Stamps with a 
History—Great Rarities—Romance of Stamp Collecting—Stamp Collecting as an Investment— 
What to Collect and how to Collect, etc. Cloth, 1/3.

A L B U M  W E E D S . By Rev. R. B. Earee. Forgeries and how to detect them. Fully illustrated. 
New and Revised Edition, greatly enlarged. Vol. I now ready, cloth, 8 / - ;  Vol. II, cloth, 8/-.

TH E S T A M P  C O LL E C T O R . By W. J. Hardy and E. D. Bacon. Contents: Collecting, its 
Origin and Development—Stamps made for Collectors—Art in Postage Stamps—Stamps with 
Stories— History in Postage Stamps—Famous Collections, etc. Cloth, 4/9.

R E P R IN T S  of Postal Adhesives and their Characteristics. By E. D. Bacon. A guide to the Collector 
to enable hint to separate Reprints from originals, with a history and detailed description of all 
known Reprints. With 426 illustrations. Paper cover, 4/3; cloth, 5/9.

P O R T U G U E S E  IN D IA . By the late Gilbert Harrison and L ieut. F . H. Napier, r . n . A 
Handbook for Specialists, full of notes and explanations of all the issues. Two full-page plates. 
Paper cover, 4/9; cloth, 6/3.

SO U T H  A U S T R A L IA .  By L ieut. Napier and the late Gordon Smith, m.a. A most exhaustive 
work on the issues of South Australia; indispensable to the Specialist and useful to the General 
Collector. Three full-page plates of photographic illustrations, showing the various types of 
surcharge on the lod. stamps, etc. Cloth, 9/9.

SH A N G H A I. By W. B. T hornhill. An important handbook, with eight full plates of photographic 
illustrations, showing the varieties of the early issues and the later surcharges, etc. Paper cover, 5/3; 
cloth, 7/9.

S T . V IN C E N T . By L ieut. F. II. Napier, r.n., and E. D. Bacon. Illustrated with two fiill-page 
autotype plates, one of which shows illustrations of the stamps and surcharges, and the other the 
various perforations found in the stamps of the colony. Paper cover, 5/3 ; cloth, 7/9.

B A R B A D O S .  By E. D. Bacon and L ieut. F. H. Napier, r.n. Illustrated with three autotypes of 
stamps, specially showing all the varieties on the id. on half of 5/-, three facsimile reproductions of 
the Star watermarks, and a list of the number of stamps of each value printed by Messrs. Perkins 
Bacon & Co. and Messrs. De La Rue & Co. Paper cover, 7/9 ; cloth, 10/9.

G R E N A D A . By E. D. Bacon and L ieut. F. H. Napier, r.n. An exhaustive history of the stamps of 
this colony with their many intricate and minor varieties. Illustrated with nine full-page autotype 
plates. Paper cover, 7/9; cloth, 9/9.

S IC IL Y .  By Dr. Emilio Dirna, translated by Major Evans. A complete history of the exceptionally 
interesting series of stamps of this country, with a brief history of Sicily, a biography of the 
celebrated artist by whom the fine portrait of King “ Bom ba" was engraved, a full account 
of the circumstances under which the stamps were issued, of the difficulties in the production 
of the plates, of the various essays and proposals for subsequent issues, and a description of 
the postmarks and obliterations. Illustrated with twenty full-page autotype plates, showing seven 
complete-or reconstructed sheets, varieties of retouches, etc., and various illustrations in the text. 
Paper cover, 21/5 ; half morocco, 30/5.

T H E M U L R E A D Y  E N V E L O P E  and its Caricatures. By Major E. B. Evans. With 45 full-page 
illustrations of the most curious varieties of these interesting caricatures. Cloth, 6/4.

A F R IC A .  Compiled by the Philatelic Society of London. Part I , comprising British Bechuanaland, 
British East Africa, British Central Africa, British South Africa, and the Cape of Good Hope. 
Many full-page plates. Price 40/3. Part I I , comprising Gambia, Gold Coast, Griqualand, Lagos, 
Madagascar, Matabeleland, Mauritius, and Natal. With thirteen full-page illustrations, and one 
sheet of coloured autotype illustrations. Paper cover, 16/4. Part I I I ,  completing the African 
Colonies. Price 40/6.

IN D IA  A N D  C EY L O N . Compiled by the Philatelic Society of London. With twenty-four full-page 
autotype illustrations. Paper cover, 25/4.

G R E A T  B R IT A IN .  By Hastings E. Wright  and A. B. Crbeke, J un. A  complete history of the 
stamps of our own country. With many full-page plates and numbers of illustrations in the text. 
Paper cover, 24/6 ; supplement, paper cover, 2/7.

S T A N L E Y  GIBBON S. Ltd.. 391 Strand. London. W.C.
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Editorial llotes
Editorial CommnnleatioaJ.—A ll com m nnicatioos 

inteoded fo r  d ie  E d ito r should b e  addressed  to 
T h e  E d ito r, <?. S. IT*,

39 1 Stran d , L oodon , W .C .
Correspondence.—T h e  E d ito r reg re ts  that he has 

no tim e fo r  d irect correspondence. A ll letters re
qu irin g  a  re p ly  w ill b e  dealt w ith  under the bead 
o f  MA n sw ers to Correspondents.*'

Exam ination o f Stam p*.— O w in g  to the great 
num ber o f  fo rgeries  b e in g  offered for sale b y  un
scrupulous persons, a  g rea t portion o f  our time 
is talcen up w ith the ex p e rt exam ination o f sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added m argins 
and corners, and the scores o f other tricks that are 
resorted  to b y  the h ik in g  fraternity.

A s this exam ination can be done o n ly  b y  e x 
perts, w hose tim e is valuable, w e  h ave found it 
n ecessary to increase o u r ch arges, w hich in future 
w ill be as fo llo w s : is* p e r stam p, postage and re
gistration  ex tra .

In  exception al cases w here special kn ow ledge 
is  n ecessary, e .g . exam ination o f  U .S . grille s  o r  
Italian postm arks, additional tim e w ill be required

to  allow  o f  such  stam ps b e io g  sen t to  th e reco g
nized  ex p e rts  abroad.

T h e  stam ps should  b e  sen t l ig h t ly  fastened on 
sheets, w ith  sufficient space a b o ve  each  stam p for 
th e  insertion o f  th e desired  in form ation.

T h e  fo llow in g  abbreviations a re  used  in  g iv in g  
an  o p in io n :— B . B o g u s, i.e . n eve r e x is te d ; F . 
F o r g e d ; G . G e n u in e ; G .F .  S tam p  gen u in e , sur- 
c h a rg e fo rg e d ; R .  R e p r in t ; W . W aterm ark .

Subscriptions.—Sub scrip tions m ust b e sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front p a g e  of 
co ver, or to booksellers or ra ilw a y  bookstalls, but 
n ever to the Ed itor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—O ur publishers are 
n ow  prep ared  to su p p ly  special co vers fo r  b inding 
the num bers o f V o l. V I I  o f  Gibbons Stamp W u h ly  
in art d o th , lettered  front an d  b ack , at is .  6d., 
post-free.

Bound Volum es.—V o l. IV . Ju n e  to  D ecem ber, 
1906. 4 14  p ages, 4s. 9d., post-free. V o l. V .
Ja n u a ry  to Ju n e , 1907. 448 p a ges, 4s, 9d.,
post-free. V o l. V I .  Ju n e  to  D ecem b er, 1907. 
4 16  p ages, 4s. 9 d ., post-free. V o ) . V I I .  Jan u a ry  
to  Ju n e, 1908. 4 16  p ages, 4s. g d ., post-free.

Gibbons Stamp Weekly
A popular Weekly Stomp Journal tor the 

general collector, and more eapeclally for 
beginner, and roung collaotora.

W K K K L Y  C O N T E N T S .

T h e  C oun tries o f  the W o rld . B y  W . P . Barnsdall. 
P ortra its  on Stam ps. B y  B osw ell Ju n io r.
N ew  Issues. W ritten  up to date an d  fu lly  illus

trated. B y  F ran k  Phillips.
M iscellaneous Item s o f  N ew s and Facts.
T op ica l N otes. B y  C h arles J .  P hillips.
T w entieth  C entury  Colonials. B y  D. B . A rm strong. 
P h ilatelic  Societies ’ R eports.
N otes from  the F o re ig n  Press.
Special F o re ign  and Colonial C orrespondence. 
A n sw ers to Correspondents.

PR EPA ID  SU B SC R IPTIO N S must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
12 months at the following rates, post-free:—

.
Gl  Britain 

and
Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months IS. 8d . 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70

6  „ 3s. 3<i- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.23
6s. 6d- $1.60 fc .  8.00 m. 6.50

In G re at B rita in  it w ill b e ch eaper fo r  our 
readers to o rd er G . S. W . from  th eir nearest 
N ew sagen t or Stationer, o r  from  the R ailw ay 
Bookstall. T h is  w ill save postage , and the paper 
w ill be de livered  Sat, instead o f  fo lded as it  would 
b e  i f  posted.

THE MONTHLY JOURNAL.
B O U N D  Y E A R LY  VO LU M ES.

T hese are replete with interesting articles by the best writers of the past eighteen years, and a set 
should be in the library of every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold b y  the useful 
information you will find contained in them.

Vola. 1 and 2 . Out of print
J. d.

Vol. 3 . . post-free 7 6
.. 4 • • l> 5 6
►» 5 * • II 5 0

6 • • • II 6 6
.. 7 • • • II 6 0

8 . . • II 6 0
.. 9 • • II 5 0

Vol. 10 . . post-free
S.
5

<L
0

II it . ♦ • II 5 0
II 12  . • II 4 0
II 13  . • • II 4 0
II 14 • • * II 4 0
II IS . • • II 4 0
II 16 . * ' II 4 0
II 17  . • ♦ II 4 0
II 18 . • II 4 0

T h e  set o f  S ix teen  V olum es (form ing a m agnificent lib rary  in itself), w ell bound in cloth , is  offered 
as a  S p e c ia l  B a r g a in  fo r JZS post-free in G reat B rita in , carria ge  fo rw ard  abroad.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 291 Strand, London, W.C.
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Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
Arranged alphabetically.

R ev ised  s e r ie s  f o r  1 9 0 8 , fo llo w in g  p a rticu la rs  in S ta n le y  
G ib b on s* la s t P r iced  C a ta log u e,

SPECIAL ATTENTION I* drawn to the LOW  PRICES at which these Sets are offered—In meet 
cases these w ill be found to be from 20  to 30  per cent lees than w hat the Stamps would cost It 
bought separately. ___________

Used.* U nused.i Used and Unused.X A ll Guaranteed Genuine. Ale Reprints.

In Ordering it Is only necessary to quote Name o f Country,
Number o f 8et, and the Price.

No. of 
Set. 

94** 
M*t 
943* 
944* 
945* 
94#* 
947* 
94# t

9*»
9*3*
9*4*
9*5*
9*#*
9*7*
9***
9*9*

1894.
1897.
1899.
1899.
1899.
190 d, 
1902. 
1902.

PERSIA —continued,
Lion and Shah, x, 2, 5, 8, and to ch.t t and 2 kr.
Provisionals. 5 ch. on 8 ch., x kr. on 5 kr., and 2 kr. on 5 kr. 
Control marks. 1, 2, 4, 8, and xa ch., 1, 2, 3, 5, and 10 kr.
Lion and Shah. 1 ch., 5 ch., xo ch., 12 ch., 1 kr., 2 kr., and 5 kr.

t, 2 ch., 5 ch., 8 ch., 10 ch.. 3 kr., 4 kr., and 5 Kr.
Provisionals. 1 ch., a ch., 3 ch., 5 ch., x kr., and 10 kr.

„  Two types of 5 kr. on 5 kr.

No. In

kr.,Red overprint, x ch., 2 ch., 5 ch., xoch., 12 ch., t 
2 kr., and so kr.

949t 1902. „  Black overprint, x ch. to 12 ch.
950* 1903-4. Lion and Shah, t ch. to 10 kr.
95it 1903. Provisionals on 5 krans, 4, 8, and 16 ch., 3 and 4 kr.
9521 1906. Provisionals, ich . lotoch. . . . . .
953* 1908. New issue, x ch. to 30 krans. . . . . .
954t Service. 1903. 1 ch., 2 ch., 3 ch., 5 ch , and 12 ch.
955* 11 1903. t ch., 2 ch., 5 ch., 10 ch., x kr., 2 kr., 5 kr., and 10 kr.

PERU#
9<Set 1862-73. Karly issues, including error 
96s* 1868-95. Various issues, including "  h e a d *'overprint 
96at 1874-95. Various types, with and without overprints .
963! 1894. Overprinted head, t c. (2), 2 c. (3), 5 c., and 10 c.
964! 1895. Commemorative issue. 5 c., to c., 20 c., and 50 c.
965t 1896-1900. 1 c. to 20 c. .
9®®* <• * c. (2), a c. (2), 5 c. * 3), 10 c. (2), 20 c., and 50 c.
967! 1897-1900. 1 c., a c., 5 c. (2). and 10 c.
p68t 1898-1907. Pictorial types. 1 c ,  1 c. on 12 c., 2 c. (a), 2 c. on xa c., and 22c 
9^9* n ,, x c. (2), 2 c., 5 c. (2), 12 c., and 22 c.
970* 1907. ,, 2 c., 5 c., ioc., and 1 p.
97xf Postage Due. 1874-80. x c., 5 c., and 10 c. (2)
97»t „  >897. Overprinted Deficit. 1 c., 5 C., 10 c., and 20 c.
973t Officials. 1894. Overprinted Gobierno. i c , z c  (2), 5 c., 10C., and 20c.
974t Arequipa. 1881-4. Various issues, including error . . . .

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.
98of 1870-9. Early issues and types . . . . .  L
98*♦ 1880-8. AlfonsoXII. xc., ac., a jc ,  a|c., 5c., 6 }c ,  10c., xaje., aoc., and 50c 

* ,, a c ,  a| c., aj c. (aX 12I c., 20 c., and 25 c.
1880-90. Provisionals. 2{ c  on | c., a c. (2), 2| c. (2), $ c., ao c., and 50 c. 
1889-96. Baby King, many values

1898. Alfonso X I I I .  1 c., 2 c., 3 c., 5 c\, 10 c., 15 c., and 40 
1886-96. Stamps for printed matter. Two types 
1890-6. „  „  Baby King

_ ,  1898. ,, „  1 m. to 5 m.
99©t 1877-98. Set of Cuba, Philippines, and Porto Rico 
99«f 1899-1904. U.S. Philippines overprinted on stamps of U.S.> 
99s* 2899-1906. „  all issues, including 50 c.
993t 1906. „  portrait types, 2 c. to 30 c,

‘ Delive9941 1901-6. Special Delivery and Postage Due

PONTA DELQADA.
99St *892-3. 5 r., tor., 20 r., 25 r., and 50 r.
99®t 1897.I 24 r., 5 r., 15 r., 20 r., 25 r., so r., 65 r., and 115 r. 
997* 1897. at r., 5 r., 10 r., as r. (a), ana 65 r.

POONCH.
998! 1884-8. 1 pice (2), i  a., t a., 2 a., and 4 a.

Set. s. d .
7 . 1 3
3 . 1 9

10 . 2 6
7 . 2 6
7 . 2 0
6 2 9
2 4 0
8 4 6
5 . 2 0

9
. 6 0
. 2 0

16 • 12 6
5 . 0 9
8 . 4 6

3 . 4 0
12 . 0 9
*3 3 0

7 . 1 0
. 4 0

5 . 1 3
tl . 0 9
5 . 1 0
6 . 2 0
7 . 0 e
4 . 1 6
4 . 1 3
4 . 2 0
6 . 3 0
4 . 5 0

5 . 3 0
10 . 1 6

. 1 0
8 . 1 9

29 . 6 0
9 . 1 6
7 2 0

*9 . 2 0
. 0 6

5 . 0 9
21 . 1 0

9 . 4 0
*4 . 3 0
10 . 3 6
4 . 1 6

5 . 1 3
8 . 2 6
6 . 0 6

6 . 2 6

3



TW EEZERS FOR HANDLING STAM PS.
These are invaluable to every Philatelist. 

They are of the best obtainable quality, with 
points very slightly milled, so as not to 

damage the Stamps.
T h ey can be put into water without rusting, 

and can therefore be used in soaking Stamps.

No. I.—Large S ize, blunt ends, 5 inches long.
Price, post-free, 2/7 ; abroad, 3/-.

No. 2 .—Small S ize, 4 !  inches long. Newest 
size, rounded ends. Price, post-free, 2 / 1 ;  
abroad, 2/5.

No. 3 .— S m a l l  S iz e , 4* inches. Newest size, 
pointed ends. H ig h ly  recommended. Price, 
post-free, 2 / 1 ; abroad, 2/5.

THE “ PH ILATELISTS’ VADE MECUM”
0S E C U R E D  B Y  L E T T E R S  P A T E N T )

la an  entirely  Mew and O riginal Invention for enabling 
Oolleotore to Mount Stamps w ithout handling them, and 

is a  multum In parvo of Phllatello requisites.

I T  cooststs of a pair of broad-headed flat metal tongs, one of 
* which is fitted with a solid wedge. The object of inis is to 
permit the free end of a mount held by the tongs to be beot 
over, moistened, applied to the back of the stamp, and pressed 
down, and the mount can then be released, the stamp lifted, 
the other end of the mount moistened, and the stamp fastened 
thereby on the page. In the handle is inserted a glass of high 
magnifying power. On one side of the middle part is a mini* 
mitre scale (divided to half millimetres), and on the other a 
two-inch scale (divided to sixteenths), both accurately marked 
off. The stamp can be firmly held along either scale by the 
tongs. The tongs are made of solid nickel, polished, and fit 
into a handsome velvet-lined case, the sire of which, when 
closed, is slightly less than 6 inches long, «| inches wide, and 
only | inch thick. ___________

Prion, w ltt  omo oomplota, poot-firse, J/7 ; abroad, 9/9.

NOW READY.
T H E  FOLLOW ING

GREATER BRITAIN PACKETS OF

BRITISH
ColonialStamps

N O  D U P L IC A T E S .

E v e r y  Packet of this series contains dif
ferent varieties, no Stamp being included 
in two Packets, and purchasers will by 
this novel method be saved the incon
venience of acquiring duplicates, which 
is as a rule the bane of most packet 
buying.

STAM PS OF ASIA.
No. h i  contains 2 0  varieties. Price, post-free, 7d .

II 1 1 2 II 25 • • *• M 2/1

II ” 3 *• ■40 It „ 3/7
1 114 t» 40 II II » 6/7
• I IIS It SO II *» II 16 /7

II 1 1 6 >• 45 I* II II 1 2 / 1

11 1 1 7 >1 30 II • 1 II 4/«
♦ I 118 »> 40 »» II • I 2 1 / 1

STA M PS OF AFRICA.
No. 12 1  contains 2 0  varieties. Price, post-free, 7d . 

.1 m  * 5  »* n . .  */7

STA M PS OF W EST  INDIES.
No. 141 contains 2 0  varieties. Price, post-free, lOd. 

„  1*2 „  2 0  „  „  „  2/1

STAM PS OF A U STRALA SIA.
No. 15 1 contains 2 5  varieties. Price, post-free, 7d . 

»» *5*  •• 3 ®  ». »» »» ®/7
it 153 i» 30 ». 11 •» 4/7

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON.

NEW  Y O R K : S T A N L E Y  G IBB O N S, IN C O R PO R A T E D , 198 BRO AD W AY.
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GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

Jln$iDeit$ to Cotwespondents
J .  H. R. (Ganton).—Wc have examined the 

stamps you sent and report as follows:—
Madagascar.—The overprint is forged.
Spain .—The 12  c., red and black, is an essay 

worth about is.
N atal.—The is ., blue, is a  fiscal which was 

never authorized for postal use ; the obliteration is 
indistinct, but is probably that o f a telegraph 
office.

Tunis. •—The 25 c. is the common stamp faded 
by exposure to sunlight.

W. H. L. (London).—The best book for your 
purpose will be A  H istory o f B ritish  Postmarks, 
by J .  H. Daniels, published by Upcott Gill, 170 
Strand, W.C.

“  1829”  (Smethwick).— The postmark you 
mention is quite common and is one that was 
largely used prior to the introduction of adhesive 
stamps.

We cannot answer any questions about post 
cards or envelopes, as we do not deal in them and 
have nothing of this sort to refer to for par
ticulars.

A. C. H. (Bexhill).—The Straits Settlements 
you mention can only be classed with the normal 
varieties aod has no extra value.

We should like, to see the French Levant to 
which you refer, and would write you about it 
after inspection.

Philatelic Societies
City of London Philatelic Society

Hon. 8«C. 1 0 . H. Ja cho on , 80  H anlog R o a d , Stroud Orton, 
London, H.

H ooting Plaoo t H lllo 'o  Rootaurant, 14 B ro a d  S tro o t  Plaoo, i . C .  
Buboorlptlon t S o . $ d .  goarlg  (no  Entrantto Poo).

T h e  sixth annual meeting was held at the head-quarters 
on Wednesday, 30 May.

The^President took the chair for business at 7.ts, when 
tbe minutes of the previous meeting were read and con* 
firmed.

Votes of thanks were passed to Mr. Camroux for a dona, 
tion to tbe Forgery Collection and to Mr. Meggy for gifts 
to the Forgery Collection and tbe Library.

Tbe President banded to tbe winners the medals gained 
st tbe three competitive displays during tbe past season, 
vi 1.

1. To  Mr. A. H . I.. Giles for a display of twenty.five 
stamps of Australia and Tasmania (total value by cata
logue not exceeding £7).

3. To  Mr. D. H . Jackson for a display of the colonial 
stamps of Holland.

3. To  Mr. H. cur Nedden for a display of twenty.five 
stamps each bearing the portrait of a different person.

The Rules were next considered, and the several altera
tions and additions suggested by the Committee were 
adopted.

Officers for the next season were then elected as 
follows:—

President, W. 8. Edwards, b .sc. ; Vice-Presidents, J. 
Read Burton and A. H . Harris; Hon. Exchange Supt., 
H. W. Westcott, xx Dalkeith Road, Ilford, Essex; Hon. 
Counterfeit Detector, A. H . L. Giles, r.n ., 883 Fulham 
Road, London, S .W . ; Hon. Librarian, H . V. Brand, 
Broad Street Station, London, E .C . ; Hon. Treasurer, W. 
H. Eastwood, 160 Ferine Park Road, Crouch End, Lon. 
don, N . ; Hon. Secretary, D. H . Jackson, 80 Hanley 
Road, Stroud Green, London, N . Committee, Messrs. 
A. C. Constantinides, J . L. Eastwood, J. A. Leon, F. A. 
Meggy, and all the office bearers as enumerated above.

Junior Philatelic Society
Pn o /don t t Prod d .  Holollto.
Annual 8ukoorlptton  1 So. t d .
in tra n o o  fo o  1  S t .  B d . Ho in t r a n t 0 fo o  f o r  la d lt t  o r f o r  

Junloro .
T he annual excursion of the above society took place on 
Saturday. 13 June, to Weybridge. There was a very 
large gathering of members and friends, and a most en> 
joyable time was spent. Owing to tbe great kindness of 
Mr. B. Hallcltthe party were free toramble over the New 
Haw Lock estate. Boatiog on the Wey was also freely 
indulged in, and it is reported that the Treasurer of the 
Society was frequently “  ini the bank."

The weather was lovely, and altogether it proved one of 
the most enjoyable outings the Society has ever held.

Junior Philatelic Society
M iDchntM  Brooch

Pwldont t /. J, Bornttoln.
Hon. 8 0 0 .1  Jn o , 8 . H lgg lnt, J u n .,  7 Orton 8 treo t, H an • 

ohootor.
T he third  ̂annual picnic of tbe Manchester Branch o f the 
Junior Philatelic Society took place on Saturday, 37 June.

Under the leadership of Mr. J. Taylor, thirty members 
took train to Delamere and were favoured by splendid 
weather. A  very enjoyable time was spent in rambling 
through the delightful woods. In tbe course of the walk 
a most instructive description of the forest, embracing its 
geological and historical features, given by Lieut.-Col. J. 
Holmes-Poulton, was listened to wtt,b great interest. Tea 
was served at Norley, and the return journey, which was 
made from Delamere by the 8.37 train, brought a most eo- 
joyable outing to a close.

Liverpool Junior Philatelic Society
Prooldont 1  H r. A . 8 .  Allendor.
Hon. 8 0 0 . :  J .  H. H . S ao ago, 6 8  Boblngton R o ad, Hlghor 

Tranmoro.
H ootlngo t H o n d a g t a t  8  C o lquitt Btroot, tloorpool. 
Buboorlptlon :  I t .  6 d . p o r  annum  ;  no entrance fo o .

Session 1908-9
Sept. at. Paper on " Jamaica,” by J. Bate. Display: 

Jamaica.
Oct. 5. Paper on “  U .S .A., Part IV, <890-1908,” A. W.

Brown. Display: German Empire.
Oct. 19. Notes on Mafeking Stamps, R. O. Dag;.

Display: Mafeking and Roumania.
Nov. a. Paper on “ Arrangement of a Collection,’1

J . H . M. Savage. Display: Spain.
Nov. x6. Paper on "  War Stamps,” Miss G. E. Lyster. 

Display: Dutch Indies.
Nov. 33. Invitation by the L.P.S., Hotel St. George,

7.30 p.m. llantern Lecture by the President 
and other members of the Manchester P.S.

Nov. 30. Paper on "  The Universal Postal Union," H . L.
Edwards, jun. Display : British South Africa. 

Dec. 14. Some philatelic terms explained, with lantern, 
W. ana R. Rockliff. Display: Trinidad.

Dec a8. Paper on "  Crete,” W. M. MacKay. Display: 
Russia.

1909
Jan. xx. Notes on Newfoundland, R. S. Archer, jun. 

Display: Newfoundland.
Jan. 35. Paper on “  Chili,” S. Pearn. Display: Chili. 
Feb. 8. "Philatelic Stumbling Blocks," W . C. Taylor. 

Display: Hong Kong.
Feb. 3a. "  Philatelic Tit-Bits,” P. A. Fletcher. Display: 

Orange River Colony.
Mar. x. Invitation by L.P.S., Hotel St. George,

7.30 p.m. Paper on *' France," with lantern, 
Dr. H . Armstrong.

Mar. 6. Paper on "Minor Varieties of the 1 Sower’ 
Type of France,” A. S. Allender. Display: 
Ceylon.

Mar. as. Discussion, "  What should be done with 
Forgeries?” opened by J. C. Cuthbertson. 
Display: Portugal.

Mar. 99. Invitation by L.P.S., Hotel St. George,
7.30 p.m. General Display for special prise. 

April $. Discussion: "'General' Collecting," by J. O.
Jones, v. "  Specialising," by G. J . Edmondson. 
General Display.

April 36. Annual Meeting.
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The Sectional Imperial Album
T H IS  N E W  A L B U M  IS  F U L L Y  D E S C R IB E D  IN  A  P A M P H L E T  

W H IC H  W I L L  B E  S E N T  P O S T -F R E E , O N  A P P L IC A T IO N .

The Outside Dimensions of the Cover are
I l f  by 10& in.

Each Page measures I l f  by 8 in. 
clear of Binding.

T H E  B I N D E R S
have been specially made and are of the simplest description ; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (S ee  above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.

W hen mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re
moved and the pages laid out quite flat.

They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33.— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars of contents. Price 6/ - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6/6 ; abroad, 7 /- .

No. 34.— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 1 6 /- ;  post-free, United Kingdom, 16 /6 ; abroad, 16/-.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L IM IT E D ,
391 STRAND, LONDON, W .C.



I

THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
A full description of this Album will be sent post-free on application.

Now Ready. Section I. G R E A T  B R I T A I N
(86 PAG ES).

Price 3/9, or post-free in Great Britain, 4 / - ;  abroad, 4/3.
This Section includes all Postage, Official, Fiscal Postals, and Telegraph Stam p s; but although only 

sold together, each of the above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one o f them may be 
omitted if the collector does not wish to include it, but the section is only sold as a  whole at above price.

W E S T  IN DIES.
Section Pages.

Price, 
s. d.

2  ANTIGUA . 4 •• 0 3
3. BAH AM AS . 8 .. 0 4
4. BARBADOS . 12 .. 0 6
5. BERM UDA . 6 .. 0 4
6. CAYMAN ISLAN D S • . 4 •• 0 3
7. DOMINICA . 10 .. 0 0
8. GRENADA r 12 .. 0 6
9. JAM AICA • 12 .. 0 6

10. LE E W A R D  ISLAN DS . 6 .. 0 4
11. M ON TSERRAT . . 4 •• 0 3
12 NEVIS . 10 .. 0 0
13. ST. CH RISTO PH ER . 10 .. 0 0
14. ST. K ITT S-N E V IS . 4 •• 0 3
15. ST . L U C IA . . 12 .. 0 6
16. ST . VINCEN T . . 8 .. 0 4
17. TOBAGO . 6 .. 0 4
18. TRINIDAD 22 .. 1 0
19. TU RKS ISLAN D S 8 .. 0 4
20. TURKS & CAICOS ISLAN D S 4 0 3
21. VIRGIN ISLANDS . , 8 .. 0 4

AMERICAN COLONIES.
Section Pages.
22. BRITISH  COLUMBIA . . 4
23. CAN ADA . . . . 22 ..
24. N E W  BRU N SW ICK . 4 ••
25. NEW FOU N DLAN D . . 12 ..
26. NOVA SCOTIA . . . 4 ..
27. PRINCE ED W A R D  ISLAN D 4 ..
28. BRITISH QUIANA . 22 ..
20. ,, HONDURAS . . 8 ..
30. FALKLAN D ISLANDS . . 6 .

AFRICAN COLONIES.
31. BRITISH BECHUANALAND 8 .,
32. „  CEN TRAL AFRICA 8 .,
33. „  EAST AFRICA . 12 .
34. „  SO M A LILA N D  . 10 .
35. „  SOUTH AFRICA . 10 .
36. CAPE OF GOOD HOPE . 18 .
37. EAST AFR ICA & UGANDA. 6 .
3a  G A M B IA  . . . . 6 .
39. GOLD COAST . . 6 .
40. GRIQUALAND W E S T  . . 10 .
41. LAGOS . . . 8 .
42  M AD AG ASC AR . . 22 .
4a  M AU RITIU S . 24 .

Price, 
s. d.
0 3

0 6 
0 3

0 4 
0 4 
0 0 
0 6 
0 6 
0 10 
0 4 
0 4 
0 4 
0 6
0 4
1  0 
1  0

POSTAGE.
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an 

additional four pages for each section. The postage will then be as follows:—
G R E A T  B R I T A I N . A B R O A D .

10 P a g e s . . . 2 d .
2 2  . . . . 2 }d .
30  . . . . . 3d .

130 „  . . . . . 4d .
22 0  „  . . . . . 5d .
400  . . . . 6d .
600  . . . . 7d.

10  P a g e s ............................................. 2d .
2 2 .................................................. 2W .
3 4 ............................................................ 3d .
4 6 ..........................................................4 Jd .
5 8 ............................................................ 5d .

Above 6 0 0  pages reckon Id. more for each And an extra id. for every 12 pages in addition, 
additional 100 pages or portion thereof. up to 34 0  pages.

For more than 3 40  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 34 0  pages weigh 4  lb., 
apd every 9 0  additional pages 1 lb.

M IN IM U M  P O S T A G E  . . 2d.

N.B.—E a c h  page measures 111 x 8 In. dear of binding.
B L A N K  P A G E S  can be supplied to match the printed pages, and will be found 

o f use for those who want to include pairs, blocks, or stamps on covers. 
Price 9d. per doz.; post-free, lid . per doz.

ST A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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Portable Leather Cases
GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICES.

J U S T  T H E  T H I N G  F O R  Y O U R  A L B U M S .

L O C K S  fitUed to an Album do not insure complete security, nor do 
they improve the appearance. We have prepared a P O R T A B L E  
L E A T H E R  C A S E ,  made of the best brown cow hide, and fitted with 
spring lock and key. The case is made in two sizes, both o f which are so 
arranged that most o f our better Albums will fit into them. Each Case is 
lined with green Venetian baize, and is provided with a strong leather handle.

LENGTH.
12 inches.

DEPTH.

it inches.

Two Widths.
No. 1028. 
7$ inches.

No. 1508.
4 inches.

LEA TH ER  ALBUM  CASE.
The Cases are suitable fo r  any o f  the following Albums:

No. 1028. Large Size.
Three IM P E R IA L  (Old Style). 
Three P H IL A T E L IC  E. 
F ourSE C T IO N A L  IM P E R IA L  
Four SIM P LE X .
Fire O R IE L.

Fitted with Lock and Two Straps.Price 21s.
Postage; Great Britain, SIXPENCE. 

W eight: Under $ lbs.

No. 1508. Small Size.
One ID E A L  (Nos. II or III). 
T w o  P H IL A T E L IC  E. 
T w oS E C T IO N A L  IM P E R IA L  
T w o  S IM P L E X .
Three O R IE L .

Fitted with Lock only.Price 17s. 6d.
Postage : Great Britain, S ix p e n c e . 

W eight: Under 4 lbs.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, LIM ITE D
391 Strand, London, W .C .



, V01. VIII.
(Whole No. 188). 8 AUGUST, 1908. O n e  P e n n y .

STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED
HEAD O FFICE: 391 STRAND. LONDON. W.C.

(Opposite The Hotel Cecil)
N S W  Y O R K ! S T A N L E Y  OIBBOMB, IN C., ip «  BRO A D W A Y.



Editorial notes
Editorial Commnnicatlons.—A ll com m unications 

intended fo r th e E d ito r should b e addressed  to 
T h e  E d ito r, G* S, W ,t

391 Stran d , London, W .C«
Correspondence.—T h e  E d ito r reg re ts  that he has 

no tim e fo r d ire ct correspondence. A ll letters re
q u irin g  a  rep ly  w ill b e  dealt w ith  under the head 
o f  “ A n sw ers to Correspon den ts.’*

Exam ination o f Stam ps.— O w in g  to the g rea t 
n um ber o f  fo rgeries  b e in g  o ffered  fo r sale b y  un
scrupulous persons, a  g re a t portion  o f  our tim e 
is  taken up w ith  the ex p e rt exam ination o f  sur
ch arges, cancellations, perforations, added m argin s 
and corn ers, an d  the scores o f o th er tricks that are  
resorted  to b y  th e fak in g  fraternity.

A s  this exam ination can b e  done o n ly  b y  e x 
perts, w hose tim e is valuable, w e  have found it 
n ecessary  to increase o u r ch arges, w hich in future 
w ill b e as fo llo w s : is . p e r stam p, p o stage and re
g istration  ex tra .

In  exception al cases w here special kn o w ledge 
is n ecessary, e .g .  exam ination o f  U .S . grille s  or 
Italian  postm arks, additional tim e w ill be req u ired

to allow  o f such stam ps b e in g  sen t to  the rec o g 
nized  exp erts  abroad.

T h e  stam ps should b e  sent lig h tly  fastened on 
sheets, w ith  sufficient space abo ve each stam p for 
th e insertion o f  the d esired  inform ation.

T h e  fo llo w in g  abbreviations a re  used in g iv in g  
an o p i n i o n B .  B o gu s, i.e . n ever e x is te d ; F . 
F o r g e d ; G . G e n u in e ; G .F .  S tam p genuine, sur- 
ch arge  fo rged  5 R . R e p r in t ; W . w aterm a rk .

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions m ust be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front p a g e  of 
co ver, or to  booksellers o r  ra ilw ay  bookstalls, but 
n ever to th e Ed itor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—O ur publishers are 
now  p rep ared  to su p p ly  special co vers  for b in din g 
the num bers o f  V o l. V l l  o f  Gibbons Stamp Weekly 
io  art cloth, lettered fron t and b ack , at is .  6d., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—V o l. I V .  Ju n e  to D ecem ber, 
1906. 4 14  p ages, 4s. 9d ., post-free. V o l. V .
Ja n u a ry  to  Ju n e, 1907. 428 p ages, 4s. 9d.,
post-free. V o l. V I .  Ju n e  to D ecem ber, 1907. 
4 16  p ages, 4s. 9d., post-free. V o l. V I I .  Jan u a ry  
to Ju n e, 1908. 4 16  pages, 4s. 9d., post-free.

Gibbons Stamp CUeekly
A  popular Weekly Stamp Journal for the 

general collector, and more eepeolally for 
beginners and young collectors.

W E E K L Y  C O N T E N T S .

T h e  C ountries o f  the W o rld . B y  W . P . B arnsdall. 
P o rtra its  on Stam ps. B y  Bosw ell Jun io r.
N ew  Issues. W ritten  up to date and fu lly  illus

trated. B y  F ran k  Phillips.
M iscellaneous Item s o f  N ew s a n d  Facts.
T op ica l N otes. B y  C h arles J .  P hillips.
T w en tieth  C e n tu ry  Colonials. B y  D . B . A rm stron g. 
P h ilatelic  So cieties ’ R eports.
N otes from  the F o re ig n  P ress.
Sp e c ia l F o re ig n  and Colonial C orrespon den ce. 
A n sw ers to  C orrespondents.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
12 months at the following rates, post-free

GL Britain 
and

Colonies.

U .S.A .
and

Canada.

France,
Germany.

3  m onths IS. 8d. 40 C. fo. 2.00 m . 1 .7 0

6  „ 3s* 3<L 80 c. fc . 4.00 m . 3 .2 5

13 „ 6s. 6dL $ 1.6 0 fo . 8.00 m. 6.50

In  G re at B rita in  it  w ill b e  ch eaper fo r  our 
read ers to  o rd er G . 5 . W , from  their nearest 
N ew sage n t o r  Stationer, o r  from  the R ailw ay  
B ooksta ll. T h is  w ill save  po stage , and the pap er 
w ill b e  d e live red  flat, instead o f  fo lded  as it w ould 
b e i f  posted .

THE MONTHLY JOURNAL.
B O U N D  Y E A R LY  V O LU M E S.

Thbsb are replete with interesting articles by the best writers of the past eighteen years, end a set 
should be In the library of every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the useful 
information you will find contained in them.

Vols. i and 2 . Out of print
d.

V o l .  3  • • . post-free 7 6
, . 4  • • If 5 6
. , 5  • • II 5 0
.. 6 . - • II 6 6

7  • • ** 6 0
„  8 . . • M 6 o
>» 9 • • >» S 0

Vol. xo . . post-free
t,
5

d.
0

„  n  . • • II 5 0
„  12 . ♦ ♦ »» 4 0

.. 13 • 4 0

.. 14 • ♦ • II 4 0

.. tS • » * II 4 0
„  16 • • • II 4 0
.. 17 . ♦ • II 4 0
. 18 . • II 4 0

T h e  set o f  S ix te en  V o lu m es (fo rm in g  a  m agnificent lib ra ry  lo  itself), w ell bound Up cloth, 14 offered 
as a  S p e c ia l  B a r g a in  fo r  J2S  post-free in  G re a t  B rita in , ca rr ia g e  fo rw ard  abroad.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, M l Strand, London, W.C.



Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
Arranged alphabetically*

R ev ised  s e r ie s  f o r  1 9 0 8 , fo llo w in g  p a rticu la rs  in S ta n le y  
G ib b on s9 la s t P r iced  C a ta log u e .

SPECIAL ATTENTION Is drawn to the LOW PRICES a t which these Sets are offered-la  most 
cases these w ill be found to be from 20 to so per cent less than what the Stamps would cost If 
bought separately. ____ ______

\

U sed* Unused. f  Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine, No Reprints,

In Ordering It is only necessary to quote Name o f Country,
Number o f 8et, and the Price.

No. of
Set.
999* 

xooot 
xoott 
xoost 
1003! 
X004* 
xoost 
ioo6t 
1007* 
xooSt 
1009* 
■oiot 
io« it 
tots* 
io»3t 
ioi4t 
soxst

10341
xo3$t
1036!

xosot 
*041 f 
xo4st 
1043* 
«H 4t 
xo4St 
1046! 
*047* 
1048* 
x«49t
*050!

PORTO RICO.
1873-6. Stamps of Cuba overprinted .
1877. Alfonso X I I .  25 c. and 50 c.

25 c., 50 c., and 1 p.
13 c., 25 c , 50 c., and 1 p. 
f  m. to 8 c-, and 40 c. 
many values 
| m. to 3 c.

1878.
1879. 
1880-1. 
1880-5. 
1882. 
1890-2. Baby King

1893-4. 1, including 40 c. .
1893- 7. „  | m. to 40 c.
1896-7. „  „  . . .
1898. 1 m., 2 m., 3 m., 5 m., t c., 2 c., 3 c., jc . ,  6 c., 8 c., and 10 c.

,, 1 01., 2 m., 3 m , 5 m., sc., 3 c., and 5 c.
„  Provisionals. 1 m. to 20 c. omitting 8 c.
,, War Tax. a c  (a), 2 c. on 2 m., $ c ,  5 c. on 1 m. (2)

1899. U . S. Administration. U. S. stamps, overprinted. 1 c. (2), a c. (2I
6 c., and 10 c. . .

PORTUGAL.
Farly issues. Queen and King 
King Luiz. 5 r., 15 r., 20 r., 25 r. (2), 80 r., io j  r.

11 5 r. (a), to r., 20 r., 25 r. (4), and 50 r
1892. King Carlos. 5 r., xo r., 20 r., 25 r., 50 r., 75 r., 80 r.
1893. Provisionals . . . . .

ti 11 5 c. (3), 10 c. (2), 20 c., and 25c. .
,, ( ,, with date. . . . .

1894. Prince Henry Commemoration. 5 r. to 50 r. .
1894- 5. Commemorative issues
1895. St. Anthony. 2} r., 5 r., and 25 r.
1895- 9. King Carlos. 2} r., 5 r., 15 r., and 50 r.

„  ,, most values from 2} r. to 500 r.
.. ,, without figure of value .

Vasco da Gama, ai r. to 150 r. .
,, aj r. to 100 r.

Postage Due and Pnvate Stamps

1853-64.
1867-87.
1880-7.

xox6*
X0X7* 
xoi8*
X019* 
xoaot 
xoax*
1  o a s t  
xo*3t 
io » 4 *  
io » 5 t 
io a 6 t  
1 0 1 7 *  
x o a e t
io*9t
10 3 0 *
1031*

PORTUGUESE AFRICA.
1031I 1898. Vasco da Gama. r., 5 r., 25 r. 50 r., and 100 r.

PORTUGUESE OONGO.
King Carlos. 2) r., 5 r., xo r., 15 r.t and 50 on 65 r.

PORTUGUESE GUINEA.

1896.

and 150 r. 

and 10a r.

No. in 
Set.

3 •
2
3  •
4 *

1033! 1898-1905.

1881-5. 
1898-1905.
Postage Di

On Crown tyjpe of Cape Verde, xo r., 20 r., 25 r. (2), and 4or. 
King Carlos. 2} r., 5 r., 10 r., 15 r., 35 r., and 50 r. on 65 r.

1904. 10 r., 20 r., 30 r., 50 r., and 60 r.

PORTUGUESE INDIA.
1873-6. Early types. 10 r., 15 r., and 20 r. . . . .  
1881-3. Provisionals. 5 on 15 r., 5 on 10 r., 5 on 20 r., and 4} on 4or.
1881- 2 „  on Crown type . . . . .

„  „  „  high values .
1882- 3. Crown type. 4I r. to 8 t.
1885. K_ng Luiz. i l  r. to 1 t. .
1885. „  1) r., r., 6 r., and 4 L .
1895. King Carlos. r., 4I r., and 6 r. . . . .
1898. Vasco da Gama, i j  r. to 9 r. .
1898-1900. King Carlos, x} r.t 4& r.t 6 r. (2X and x} t. on 2 t.
1898-1902. „  1 rM 1} r., s r., 3 r., 4} r., 6 r. (2), and 2 t.
1902. Provisionals, t r. on a t ,  9 r. on 8 t., ^  r. on 6 r.t and 3 r. on 1 1. 
„  King Carlos, x r. to 9 r., and 3 1 on i f  t  

Postage Due. X904. 3 r., 4 r., s r., 6 r., 91., and 2 t.

1. d. 
0 6

2 0

1  30 8

3



STANLEY GIBBONS

APPROVAL SHEETS
ARE HADE UP OF PICKED COPIES.

They are arranged in over sixty dif
fering sheets, so that a  Collector 
who goes through them all will have 
had the chance of making his selec

tion from more than

6000
Different

Stamps
We keep a record of every sheet a 
Collector has had, so that we never 
send a Collector the same sheet twice.

On these sheets we allow a 
discount of 10 per cent. = 2s. 

off each 20s.

May we send you a Sample Sheet 
of your favourite Country?

STANLEY GIBBONS
LIMITED,

391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL  U N U SED  UN LESS  O T H E R W IS E  STA TED .

C E Y L O N .
1908. N ew type. Figures in  lenver corners.

s. d.
5 c., purple . . 0 2
5 c . , , .  . . used o 1
6 c., carmine . . 0 2

1895-6. Service Queen. Revised prices.
CaL No.
410. 3 c., terra-cotta and emerald . used 1 o
413. 25 c., buff . . , , 1 0

F E D E R A T E D  M A L A Y  S T A T E S.
1901. Tiger. Single watermark.

18. to c., black and claret . . used o 2
19. 20 c., lilac and black . . , , 0 6

JH IN D .
1903-6. K in g 's Head. Revised prices.

153. £ a ., pea-green . . used O I
155. 2 a., purple . . , 0 4
156. 3 a., orange-brown . . , 0 6

JOHOR.
1896-1904. Various issues* Revised prices.

37. 4 c., purple & black (Kcmahkotaan), used o 4
38. 5c. , ,  green ( ,, ) „  o 6
39. 6c. , ,  blue ( „  ) ,, o 6
42. 2 c. , ,  yellow (Ketahkotaan) ,, 0 3
49. 2 c., green and blue (King) , , 0 2
52. 4 c., yellow and red ( ,, ) ,, 0 3
63. 5 c ., green and brown ( , ,  ) „  0 4
72. 10c. on 4 c ., yellow and red ( ,, ) „  0 8

L E E W A R D  IS L A N D S .
1905-6. K in g 's Head. M ultiple watermark.

33. 2d., lilac and ochre, C. . . . 0 4

P A N A M A .
1906. Portrait type. N ew  shade.

294/S. 5 c ., black and dull blue . . . 0 4
2943. 5 c. ,, „  . used o 2

ST. K IT T S -N E V IS .
IpoS. Type 1. M ultiple w a’ermark.

16. 6d., grey-black and violet . . 0 8

S O U T H E R N  N IG E R IA .
1904-7. K in g 's Head. M ultiple watermark.

23. 2 jd ., ultramarine ■ . used o 6
32. id., carmine . , , 0 1
31. 3d., orange-brown and lilac . ,, 0 4

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON.
NEW  Y O R K : S T A N L E Y  G IBBO N S, IN C O R PO RA TED , 198 BRO AD W AY.
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THE IDEAL ALBUM.
200 P O S T A G E  S T A M P S , all different, 
presented free w ith each Ideal A lbu m .

On the inside of the front cover there is a permanent linen pocket for duplicates, and in this pocket the 
above packet of Stamps will be placed in the first 4000 Ideal Albums.

600 pages. 8ize—9J x 1t| inches. 5200 Illustrations.

A L L  TH E WORLD IN ONE VOLUME.
For some years past we have had a great demand for a simple Album, fully illustrated, with a square 
for each Stamp, and omitting all minor varieties, and we trust that collectors and the trade will be pleased 
with this our latest production.

It is essential that an Album of this description should be in one volume, and in order to make this 
possible we have had to print it upon both sides o f the paper and to rigidly cut down varieties.

With the aim before us of producing a  book to suit the great bulk o f general collectors, we have, 
after much consideration, decided to limit Thr Ideal Album to the Postage Stamps o f the W orld, and 
to omit all such varieties as Postal Fiscals, Official or Service Stamps, Postage Due or Unpaid Letter 
Stamps, etc. etc.

This Album is arranged strictly alphabetically—thus Vathy will be found under the V ’s and not in French 
Consular Offices, Aitutaki under the A ’s and not after New Zealand, etc. etc.

I D E A L  I .—On extra stou t paper, strongly bound in  cloth, a rtistica lly  designed  
cover in assorted  colours, sprin kled  edges, gold  lettered on back, 600 pages.

Price, post-free, U .K ., 10/7 ; abroad, extra.
I D E A L  I I .— As la st, but INTERLEAVED to prevent any chance o f  Stam ps 

rubbing, and in su perior and stronger binding.

Price, post-free, U .K ., 15/10 ; abroad, extra.
I D E A L  I I I .—Sum ptuously bound in  h a lf m orocco, g ilt edges and lettering, 

and INTERLEAVED as Id eal II.

Price, post-free, U .K ., 2 5 /9 ; abroad, extra.
ID EA L Nos. I. and I I . can be supplied bound in blue, green, or red.
ID EAL No. I I I . ,  bound in half red or green morocco only.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, LONDON, W.C.
5



The Sectional Imperial Album
T H IS  N E W  A L B U M  IS  F U L L Y  D E S C R IB E D  IN  A  P A M P H L E T  

W H IC H  W I L L  B E  S E N T  P O S T -F R E E , ON  A P P L IC A T IO N .

The Outside Dimensions of the Coyer are
I l f  by 101 in.

Each Page measures l l i  by 8 in. 
clear of Binding.

T H E  B I N D E R S
have been specially made and are of the simplest description ; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (See above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.

W h en  mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re
moved and the pages laid out quite flat

They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33 .— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars o f  contents. Price 6/ - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6/6 ; abroad, 7 /- .

No. 34.— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 1 5 /- ;  post-free, United Kingdom, 15 /6 ; abroad, 1 6 /-.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L IM IT E D ,
391 5TRAND, LONDON, W.C.

6



THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
Jl full description of this Album will be sent post-free on application*

Now Ready. Section 1. G R E A T  B R I T A I N
(86 PAG ES).

Price 3/9, or post-free in Great Britain, 4 / - ;  abroad, 4/3.
This Section includes all Postage, Official, Fiscal Postals, and Telegraph Stamps j but although only 

sold together, each o f the above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one o f them may be 
omitted if the collector does not wish to include it, but the section is only sold as a  whole at above price.

WEST INDIES. Price.
Section Pages. s. d.
2. ANTIGUA . , 4 .. 0 3
3. BAHAM AS 8 .. 0 4
4. BARBADOS 12 .. 0 6
5. BERM UDA 6 .. 0 4
6. CAYMAN ISLANDS , , 4 •• 0 3
7. DOMINICA . , 10 .. 0 6
8. GRENADA , , 12 .. 0 6
9. JAMAICA 12 .. 0 6

10. LE E W A R D  ISLANDS , , 6 .. 0 4
11. M ONTSERRAT . 4 0 3
12 NEVIS . , , 10 .. 0 6
13 ST. CH RISTO PH ER 10 .. 0 6
14. ST. K ITT S-N E V IS , , 4 •• 0 3
15. ST. L U C IA . 12 .. 0 6
16. ST. VINCEN T 8 .. 0 4
17. TOBAGO . , , 6 .. 0 4
18. TRINIDAD , , 22 .. 1 0
19. TURKS ISLAN DS . , 8 .. 0 4
20. TURKS & CAICOS ISLAN D S 4 •• 0 3
21. VIRGIN ISLANDS • 8 .. 0 4

AMERICAN COLONIES.
22. BRITISH COLUM BIA . 4 ••. 0 3
2a CANADA . 22 .. 1 0
24. NEW  BRU N SW ICK * 4 •• 0 3

A M ER ICAN C O L O N IE 8 -continued.
Pages.

. . 12 ..
Section
25. N EW FOUNDLAND
26. NOVA SCOTIA .
27. PRINCE E D W A R D  ISLAND
28. BRITISH GUIANA
29. H ONDURAS

Price, 
s. d. 
0 6 
0 3
0 3
1  0 
0 4 
0 430. FALK LAN D  ISLANDS .

AFRICAN COLONIES.
31. BRITISH BECH UANALAND 8 ... 0 4
32. „  CEN TRAL AFRICA 8 .. 0 4
33. „  EAST AFRICA 12 .. 0 6
34. „  SO M A L ILA N D 10 .. 0 6
35. „  SOUTH AFR ICA . 10 .. 0 6
36. CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 18 .. 0 10
37. EAST AFR ICA & U O AN D A. 6 .. 0 4
38. G AM BIA . . . . 6 .. 0 4
39. GOLD COAST 6 .. 0 4
40. GRIQUALAND W E S T  . 10 .. 0 6
41. LAGOS . . . . 8 .. 0 4
42. M A D A G A SC A R  . 22 .. 1 0
4 i  M AU RITIU S 24 .. 1 0
44. N ATAL . 20 .. 0 10
45. N E W  SOUTH AFRICAN

REPU BLIC 22 .. 1 0
46. N IQ E R  COAST . 8 .. 0 4
47. NORTHERN N IGERIA . 4 - 0 3

POSTAGI.
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an 

additional four pages for each section. Tire postage will then be as follows:—
G R E A T  B R I T A I N .  A B R O A D .

10 P a g e s  . . . . 2d.
2 2 ........................................... . 2 )d .
36  „  . . . . 3d.

1 3 0 ........................................... 4d.
2 2 0  ........................................... . 6d.
400  ........................................... 6d.
600  ........................................... 7d.

Above 6 0 0  pages reckon Id. more 
additional 10 0  pages or portion thereof.

for each

10  P a g e s ....................................2 d .
2 2 .................................... 2 id .
34 ....................................3 d .
46 .................................... 4 jd .
58 .................................... 6 d .

an extra $d. for every 12  pages in addition
up to 3 4 0  pages.

For more than 34 0  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 3 4 0  pages weigh 4  lb., 
and every 90  additional pages 1 lb.

M IN IM U M  P O S T A G E  . . 2d.

N.B.—Each page measures 111 X 8 In. clear of binding.
B L A N K  P A G E S  can be supplied to match the printed pages, and will be found 

of use for those who want to include pairs, blocks, or stamps on covers.
Price 9d. per doz.; post-free, lid . per doz.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.



Portable Leather Cases
GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICES.

J U S T  T H E  T H I N G  F O R  Y O U R  A L B U M S .

LQCECS> fitlted to an Album do not insure' complete security, nor do 
they improve the appearance. We have prepared a P O R T A B L E  
LEATHER CASE, made of the best brown cow hide, and fitted with 
spring lock and key. The case is made in two sizes, both of which are so 
arranged that most of our better Albums will fit into them. Each Case is 
lined with green Venetian baize, and is provided with a strong leather handle.

LENGTH.
12 inches. 

DEPTH.
it  inches.

Two Widths.
No. 1028. 
7 } inches.

No. 1508.
4 inches.

LEA TH ER  ALBUM  CASE.
The Cases are suitable fo r  any o f  the following Albums:

No. 1028. Large Size.
Three IM P E R IA L  (Old Style). 
Three P H IL A T E L IC  E.
Four S E C T IO N A L  IM P E R IA L  
Four S IM P L E X .
Five O R IE L .

Fitted with Lock and Two Straps.Price 21$.
Postage : Great Britain, S ix p e n c e . 

W eight: Under 5 lbs.

No. 1508. Small Size.
One ID E A L  (Nos. II or III). 
T w o  P H IL A T E L IC  E. 
T w oS E C T IO N A L  IM P E R IA L  
T w o  S IM P L E X .
Three O RIEL.

Fitted with Lock only.Price 17s. 6d.
Postage: Great Britain, SIXPENCE. 

W eight: Under 4 lbs.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, LIM ITED
391 Strand, London, W .C .
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Editorial Dotes
Editorial Communication!.—A ll com m unications 

intended fo r  the Editor should b e  addressed to 
T h e  E d ito r, G . S . W .,

39 i Stran d, London, W .C .
Correspondence.—T h e  E d ito r reg re ts  that h e has 

no tim e for d ire ct correspondence. A ll letters re
q u irin g  a  re p ly  w ill b e  dealt w ith under the head 
o f  “ A nsw ers to  C orrespon den ts."

Exam ination o f  Stam ps.— O w in g  to  the g re a t 
n um ber o f  fo rgeries  b e in g  o ffered fo r  sale b y  un
scrupulous persons, a  g re a t portion  o f  o u r tim e 
is  taken up w ith  the ex p e rt exam ination o f  sur
ch arges, cancellations, perforations, added m argins 
and corners, and the scores o f  o th er tricks that are 
resorted  to b y  th e fak in g fraternity.

A s this exam ination can b e done o n ly  b y  e x 
perts, w hose tim e is  valuable, w e  h ave found it 
n ecessary to  increase o u r ch arges, w hich  in future 
w ill b e  as fo llo w s : is .  p e r stam p, p o stage and re 
gistration  extra .

In  exceptional cases w here special kn ow ledge 
is  necessary, e .g .  exam ination o f  U .S . g rille s  o r  
Italian postm arks, additional tim e w ill b e  req u ired

to  a llo w  of such stam ps b e in g  s e a t  to the re c o g 
nized  exp erts  abroad.

T h e  stam ps should b e  sent l ig h t ly  fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each  stam p for 
th e insertion o f  the d esired  inform ation.

T h e  fo llo w in g  abbreviations a re  used  in g iv in g  
an o p in io n :— B .  B o g u s, i .e . n e v e r  e x is te d ; F . 
F o r g e d ;  G . G e n u in e ; G .F .  S tam p genuine, su r
ch a rg e  fo rg e d ; R .  R e p r in t ; W . W aterm ark .

Subscriptions.—Sub scrip tio n s m ust b e  sen t to 
th e publishers a s  set o u t on  the fro n t p a g e  o f 
co ve r, o r  to  b ooksellers o r  ra ilw ay  bookstalls, b ut 
n eve r to  the E d ito r.

C overs for Binding Volum es.—O u r publishers are  
n o w  p repared  to  su p p ly  special co v e rs  fo r b in d in g  
th e num bers o f  V o l. V I I  o f  Gibbons Stamp Weekly 
in  a rt cloth, lettered  fron t and b a c k , at is .  6d ., 
post-free.

Bound Volum es.—V o l. I V .  Ju n e  to  D ecem ber, 
1906. 4 14  p a g e s , 4s. g d ., post-free. V o l. V .
Ja n u a ry  to  Ju n e , 1907. 438 p a g e s , 4s. 9d .,
post-free. V o l. V I .  Ju n e  to D ecem b er, 1907. 
4 16  p ages, 4s. 9 d ., post-free. V o l. V I I .  Ja n u a ry  
to  Ju n e , 1908. 4 16  p ages, 4s. gd ., post-free.

Gibbons Stamp Weekly
A  popular Weekly Stamp Journal for the 

general collector, and more eapeclally for 
beginners and young eollactora.

W E E K L Y  C O N T E N T S .

T h e  Countries o f  the W o rld . B y  W . P . B arnsdall. 
Portraits on Stam ps. B y  B osw ell Ju n io r.
N ew  Issues. W ritten  up to date and fu lly  illus

trated. B y  Fran k Phillips.
M iscellaneous Item s o f  N ew s and Facts.
T op ica l N otes. B y  C harles J .  P hillips.
Tw entieth  C en tu ry  Colonials. By D. B. A rm strong. 
Philatelic So cieties' Reports.
N otes from  the F o re ign  P ress.
Special F o re ign  and C olonial C orrespondence. 
A n sw ers to Correspondents.

P R E P A I D  S U B S C R I P T I O N S  m u st com m ence  
w ith  the cu rren t n um ber, an d can  b e  for 3 , 6, o r  
la  m ooths at th e  fo llo w in g  rates, p o st-fre e :—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U .S . A. 
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 

Spain.
Germany.

3  m onths is .  8d. 4 0  c . fc . 3 .0 0 m . 1 .7 0

6  „ 3S. 3d. 80 c* fc . 4 .0 0 m . 3 .3 5

13  „ 6s. 6d. $ 1 .6 0 fc . 8.0 0 m. 6 .50

In  G reat B ritain  it w ill be ch eaper fo r  our 
read ers  to o rd e r  G . S. W . from  their nearest 
N ew sagen t o r  Stationer, o r  from  the R ailw ay  
B ookstall. T h is  w ill save  postage , and the paper 
wilt b e  de livered  flat, instead o f fo ld ed  as it w ould 
be i f  posted.

THE MONTHLY JOURNAL.
BOUND YEARLY VOLUMES.

T h e s e  are rep lete  w ith in terestin g articles b y  the best w rite rs  o f  the past eigh teen  y ea rs , and a  set 
should be in the lib rary  o f  e v e ry  stam p co lle c to r ; th eir cost w ill b e  returned tenfold b y  the useful 
inform ation y o u  w ill find contained in them.

t. d. x. d.
Vols. 1  and a . Oat of print Vol. xo . . . post-free 5 0
Vol. 3  . . . post-free 7 6 19 IX ... • • 9* 5 0

..  4 •
•> 5 •dt

M
•  *9

S
5

6
0

99
99
99

13 .

*3 •
14  -

• ■ , ,

♦ • 99
• - » • -  pf -

4
4
4

0
0
0

»* 0 • 9* 0 0 99 IS • • • 9» 4 0
»» 7 • 99 6 0 99 16  . ♦ • 99 4 0
,,  8 . . • 99 6 0 99 *7 • ♦ • 99 4 0
.1 9 • • • 99 5 0 • 18 . * • 99 4 0

T h e  set o f  S ix te en  V olum es (fo rm in g  a  m agnificent lib ra ry  in itself), w ell bound in  clo th , is  o ffered  
as a  Special  B a r g ain  fo r  £ 3  post-free in G re at B rita in , ca rr ia g e  fo rw ard  abroad.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 591 Strand, London, W.C



Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
Arranged alphabetically.

R ev is ed  s e r ie s  f o r  1 9 0 8 , fo llo w in g  p a rticu la rs  in S ta n le y  
G ib b o n s ’  la s t  P r iced  C a ta log u e.

SPBCIAL ATTENTION Is drawn to tbo LOW  PRICES a t which these S ets are offered—In most 
cases these w ill be found to be from 20 to  30  per cent less than w hat the Stamps would cost It 
bought separately.

Used.* Unused. t  Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In Ordering It Is only necessary to quote Name o f Country*
Number o f  8et, and the Price.

Ns“ t0 f PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. N£ tln
io$if 1870-3. Queen. 4d., 1 c., 4 c., and is c. . . . . . 4 ..

PRU8SIA.
ic$*t iS 6 i-j. 4 pf.» 6 pf., 1 sgr., 2 sgr., and 3 sgr. . . - 5

PUTTIALLA
1053! 1884-5. Queen. Early issuer, including error 
io54t 1903-6. King. 3 pies to 4 a. . 
loss* „  „  ,3 p.» 4 a., 2 a., 3 a., and 4 a.
1056! 1885-1902, Service. Queen, including 8 annas
1057* 1885-1906. ,, Queen and King

QUEENSLAND.
1058* 1868-1907. Including 2d., 1st type, and later high values . . . 15
*059! 1897-1907. Jd. to is., including rare ajd. . . . . . . 10

s. d. 
3 0

2 0

5 0
1 3 
1  0
2 6 0 10
1 9 
6 0

REUNION.
tt>6of 1885-93. Provisionals, including two early tmjierf. . . . . . 7
xo6it 1892-1931. Commerce and Navigation, including two provisionals . . . 7
to6a# 1892-1900. „  „  1 c,, 2 c., 4 c., 5 c, (3)., 10 c., 15 C. (a),

and 35 c. . . . . , , . . . 9

2 0 
1  0

ROMAGNA
1063! 1859. $ baj. to 6 baj. . . . . . . . . .  7 6 0

ROMAN STATE8.
1064! 1853-67. J baj. to 8 baj., and 10 c. and 20 c. •
1065* 1853. 1 baj, to 7 baj. . . . . .
xo66f 1868. a c. to 80 c.

4 6
2 0 
3 6

ROUMANIA.
1067} 1865-8. Early issues . . . . . .
*o68f 1873-87. Various types . . . . . .
1069* 1872-1902. Many issues and types, including high values 
xe7ot 1890. King Charles. 1$ b., 3 b., and 5 h.
I07xt 1893-1905. 1 b. (3), t j  b., 3 b., 5 b. (3), 10 b. (2), and 15 b.
10731 1903. Pictorial, 1 b., 5 b., io b ., 15 b., and 35 b.
1073! 1906. Commemorative, x b., 3 b,, 5 b., 10 b., 35 b., and 1 I.
1074! 1906. Charity stamps. 3 b. to 15 0., 1st series
1075? 1906. „  „  „  •
1076t 1906. ,, „  2nd senes
1.77* 190.- „  „  . . . .
10781 1906. „  ,, 3rd senes
X079* 1906. ,, „  „  . .
xoftof 1907. n », . . . .
softs* Postage Due and Parcel Post Stamps. 1881-98.

4
6

32
3 

10
5
6
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4
4
5

xo8s* 1868-1904. 
*083*
Xoft4t

RUSSIA.
Many issues, including large x rouble 
Various types

. . . .  1 k. (2), 2 k, (3), 3 k., 4 k., 5 k., 7 k., and xo k. .
so fts t  Wenaen. 1875-84. Various types o f  a Icop. .
X086* Levant. 1903-4. 20 pa, on 4 * . 1 pi. on xo k., and 3  pi, on 20 k.
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STANLEY GIBBONS

APPROVAL SHEETS
ARE MADE DP OF PICKED COPIES.

They are arranged in over sixty dif
fering sheets, so that a Collector 
who goes through them all will have 
had the chance of making his selec

tion from more than

6000
Different

Stamps
We keep a record of every sheet a 
Collector has had, so that we never 
send a Collector the same sheet twice.

O n  th e s e  s h e e t s  w e  a l lo w  a  
d is c o u n t  o f  1 0  p e r  c e n t .  = 2 s . 

o f f  e a c h  2 0 s .

May we send you a Sample Sheet 
of your favourite Country ?

STANLEY GIBBONS
LIM ITE D ,

391 STRAND, LONDON, W.G.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL  UNUSED  UN LESS  O T H E R W IS E  S TA TED .

M O Z A M B IQ U E  C O M P A N Y .
1907- Type 2. Arms.

Cat. No.
Perf. 11J.

S. H.
102. 10 r., pale green . . used 0 2

104. 25 r., carmine . „ 0 2

105. 50 r., brown • 0 6
106. 75 r., lilac • )! 0 9

P A R A G U A Y.
1904-6. Type 39. Lion.

103. 1 c ., orange . . . 0 1
106. 5 c . ,  pale blue . . 0 4

1907. Type 39 surcharged with type 41, 
in black. Surcharge inverted.

131. 5 c. on 2 c., vermilion . 2 0  O

1908. Type 66 surcharged with Type 44, 
in black.

149. 5 c. on 10 c., emerald-green . 0 3
150. 5 c. on 10 c., reddish purple,

used 0 3
5 c. on 20 c., ochre 1 0

150A 5 c. on 30 c., orange-yellow,
used 0 3

150c. 5 c. on 60 c., orange-brown,
used 0 4

1886. Official Stamps. Types 51 to 57.
201- 207. Set of seven stamps,

1 c. to 20 c. . . 35 °

1906-8. Official. Type 66. Lion.
259. 1 c., olive . . . 0 6

S IR M O O R .
1885-8. Type 2. Portrait.

7. 3 pies, chocolate . used o 3
13. 2 annas, pink . . , , 0 6

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON.

NEW Y OR K: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
♦



Portable Leather Cases
GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICES.

J U S T  T H E  T H I N G  F O R  Y O U R  A L B U M S .
LOOKS fittted to an Album do not insure complete security, nor do 
they improve the appearance. We have prepared a P O R T A B L E  
LEATHER CASE, made of the best brown cow hide, and fitted with 
spring lock and key. The case is made in two sizes, both of which are so 
arranged that most of our better Albums will fit into them. Each Case is 
lined with green Venetian baize, and is provided with a strong leather handle.

LENGTH.
12 inches. 

DEPTH.
it  inches.

Two Widths.
No. 1028. 
7§ inches.

No. 1508. 
4 inches.

LEA TH ER  ALBUM  CASE.
The Cases are suitable fo r  any o f  the following Albums:

No. 1028. Large Size.
Three IM P E R IA L  (Old Style). 
Three P H IL A T E L IC  E.
Four S E C T IO N A L  IM P E R IA L  
Four S IM P L E X .
Five O R IE L .

Fitted with Lock and Two Straps.Price 21s.
Postage: Great Britain, S ixpence. 

W eight: Under 5 lbs.

No. 1508. Small Size.
One ID E A L  (Nos. II or III). 
T w o  P H IL A T E L IC  E. 
T w oS E C T IO N A L  IM P E R IA L  
T w o S IM P L E X .
Three O R IE L .

Fitted with Lock only.Price 17s. 6d.
Postage : Great Britain, S ixpence. 

W eight: Under 4 lbs.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, LIM ITED
391 Strand, London, W .C .
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The Sectional Imperial Album
T H IS  N E W  A L B U M  IS  F U L L Y  D E S C R IB E D  IN  A  P A M P H L E T  

W H IC H  W I L L  B E  S E N T  P O S T -F R E E , ON A P P L IC A T IO N .

The Outside Dimensions of the Cover are
I l f  by 101 in.

Each Page measures H i by 8 in. 
clear of Binding.

T H E  B I N D E R S
have been specially made and are of the simplest description; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. {See above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.

W hen mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re
moved and the pages laid out quite flat.

They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33.— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars of contents. Price 6/ - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6/6 ; abroad, 7 /- .

No. 34.— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 1 8 /- ; post-free, United Kingdom, 15 /6 ; abroad, 1 6 /-.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L IM IT E D ,
39 1  STRAND, LONDON,-W X.
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THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
A foil description of this Album will be sent post-free on application.

Now Beady. Section I. G R E A T  B R I T A I N
(86 PAG ES).

Price 3/9, or post-free in Great Britain, 4 / - ; abroad, 4/3.
This Section includes all Postage, Official, F iscal Postals, and Telegraph Stam p s; but although only 

sold together, each o f the above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one o f them m ay be 
omitted i f  the collector does not wish to include it, but the section is only sold as a  whole at above price.

WEST INDIES.
Section Pages.

Price, 
s. d.

2  ANTIGUA 4  ... 0 3
3. BAH AM AS 8 ... 0 4
4. BARBADOS 12 ... 0 6
5. BERM UDA 6 ... 0 4
a  CAYMAN ISLAN D S 4  ..., 0 3
7. DOMINICA 10 . 0 6
8. GRENADA 12 .... 0 0
9. JAM AICA 12 .... 0 6

10. LEE W A R D  ISLAN D S . 6 .... 0 4
11. M ON TSERRAT . 4  .... 0 3
12. NEVIS . . . . 10 .... 0 8
13 ST. CH RISTO PH ER 10 .... 0 6
14. ST. K ITT S-N E V IS 4  .... 0 3
13. ST. L U C IA . . . . 12 .. . 0 6
16. ST. VINCEN T 8 .. . 0 4
17. TOBAGO . . . . 6 .. . 0 4
IS. TRINIDAD 22 .. . 1 0
19  TURKS ISLAN D S .  . 8 .. . 0 4
20. TURKS &  CAICOS ISLAN DS 4  ••. 0 3
21. VIRQIN ISLANDS 8 .. . 0 4

AMERICAN COLONIES.
22 BRITISH COLUM BIA . . 4 . .. 0 3
23. CANADA . . 22 .... 1 0
21. NEW  BRU N SW ICK . 4 •.. 0 3

AMERICAN COLONIE8—cofft/m/erf. 
Section Pages.
25. N EW FO U N D LAN D  . . 12 ..

Price, 
s. d. 
0 6

28. NOVA SCOTIA 4 .. 0 3
27. PRIN CE E D W A R D  ISLAN D 4 .. 0 3
28. BRITISH GU IAN A 22 .. 1 0
29. „  HON DU RAS . 8 .. 0 4
30. FALK LAN D  ISLANDS . 6 .. 0 4

AFRICAN COLONIE8
31. BRITISH BECHUANALAND 8 .. 0 4
32. „  C EN TRAL AFRICA 8  .. 0 4
33. „  E A ST AFRICA 12 .. 0 0
34. „  SO M A L ILA N D 10 .. 0 8
35. „  SOUTH AFRICA . IO .. 0 0
38. CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 18 .. . 0 10
37. E A ST AFRICA & UGANDA. 6 .. . 0 4
38. G AM BIA . . . . 6 .. . 0 4
39. GOLD COAST 6 .. . 0 4
40. GRIQU ALAN D W E S T  . IO ., . 0 0
41. LAGOS . . . . 8 . . 0 4
42 M A D A G A SC A R  . 22 .. . 1 0
43. M AU RITIU S 24 . . 1 0
44. N ATAL . . . . 20 . . 0 10
45. N E W  SOUTH AFRICAN

REPU BLIC 22 . . 1 0
48. N IG E R  COAST . 8 . . 0 4
47. NORTHERN N IGERIA . 4 •. 0 3

POSTAGE.
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an 

additional four pages for each section. The postage will then be as follows:—

GREAT BRITAIN. ABROAD.
10 P a g e s .....................................2d.
2 2 ..................................................2jd.
8 8 ..................................................3d.

1 8 0 ..................................................4d.
220 „   5d.
400 ..........................................  6d.
600 ..........................................  7d.

Above 6 0 0  pages reckon Id. more for each 
additional 10 0  pages or portion thereof

For more than 3 4 0  pages abroad postage may be 
and every BO additional pages 1 lb.

M INIM UM  POSTAG

10 P a g e s ................................... 2d.
2 2 ...............................................2KL
3 4 ................................................... 3d.
4 8 ..................................................4Jd.
5 8 ...................................................5d.

And an extra id . for every 12 pages in addition, 
up to 3 4 0  pages.

ascertained by reckoning that 34 0  pages weigh 4  lb., 

E . . 2d.
N.B.—E&oh page measures i l l  x 8 In. dear o f binding.

B L A N K  P A G E S  can be supplied to match the printed pages, and will be found 
of use for those who want to include pairs, blocks, or stamps on covers.

Price 9d. per doz.; post-free, lid . per doz.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, Ltd., 391 S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C .
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Stamp Collections Register
WE have many collections offered to us that for one reason or another we do not wish to pur

chase, and we have therefore decided to open this Stam p Collections R egister in order to 
bring under the notice o f  our 12,000 readers o f the Stam p W eekly and M onthly Journal 

the different properties that may be placed in our hands. In addition to publishing this Register 
in our two papers we shall also (when we have sufficient collections on hand) issue the Register in 
pamphlet form and send to a large number o f  good buyers who do not subscribe to either paper.

The following will be the first conditions that must be agreed to when we enter a collection 
upon this Register.

lit.—The owner in all eases to fix the price at which his collection is offered for sale.
2n&—The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea (£ 1 . is.) for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register,
3rd.—The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent (10 %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4th.—Collections should be sent to 391 Strand, London, in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written.
5th.—Collections may be inspected at 391 Strand, W.C.
6th.—The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind.
7th.—Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.—No collection will be entered in this Register at a less price than Twenty Founds.
9th.—Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., either as to 

the genuineness or condition of the stamps; but S. G., Ltd., are willing to report on any 
stamps in Collections on the Register at their usual terms.

N o ‘  4 0 -  A  F I N E  C O L L E C T I O N  O F

G R E A T  B R I T A I N
A N D

COLONIES.
In THE IM P E R IA L  Postage Stamp Album.

T his C o l le c t io n  h a s  b e e n  made b y  a  B r it ish  O ff ic e r  in  h is  tra v e ls  a b o u t  th e  W o r ld ,  and it 
c o n ta in s  a  g o o d  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  lot o f  S ta m p s  o f  e a c h  C o lo n y .

T h e  fo l lo w in g  a re  a m o n g s t  th e  b e s t  g r o u p s  in  th e  C o l le c t io n  :—

G R E A T  B R ITA IN , B A R B A D O S, BR ITISH  SO U T H  A F R IC A , CANADA, 
C A PE O F  G O O D  H O P E , C E Y L O N , C Y P R U S, G A M B IA , G O LD  COAST, 
H O N G  K O N G , M A L T A , N E V IS , N E W  S O U T H  W A L E S  (17 Sydneys), 
N E W  Z E A L A N D , N O V A  SC O T IA , ST. H E L E N A , ST. VINCENT, 
S E Y C H E L L E S , S IE R R A  L E O N E , SO U T H  A U S T R A L IA , TOBAGO, 
TR IN ID A D , V IC T O R IA , ZA N ZIB A R .

T h e  S ta m p s  a re  m o s t ly  in  fin e  c o n d i t io n ,  a n d  a  v e r y  la rg e  n u m b e r  a re  u n u se d .
T h e  o w n e r  sta tes  th e  C a t a lo g u e  p r ic e  is  ^ 1 4 7 3  6s ., a n d  h e  o ffe rs  th e  c o l l e c t i o n  at the 

v e r y  m o d e r a te  p r i c e  o f

A t which price it is a most desirable acquisition.

THE COLLECTION C O N TAIN S 4666 S T A M P S.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C
8
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Gibbons Stam p LUeekly
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“ The monthly Oouitnal.”
The most popular Weekly Stamp Journal for 

the general collector and specialist.
PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.
U.S.A.

and
Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months ... is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1 70
6 „ 3s* 3«». 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

12 ,, 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S . W, from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
instead of folded as it would be if posted.

Contents.
'"THE last number in each month is a special number 
* that is,edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 

and whldh contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CHAS. J. PHILLIPS, 
and contains amongst other subjects
The Countries of the World. By W. P. BarnsdalL 
Topical Notes. By Chas. J. Phillips.
New Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal

ing with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World's Press.
A Special Feature ip made of LETTERS FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS aU over the World. 
Philatelic Societies* Reports.

Answers to Correspondents.
About every other number contains an offer of a 

SPECIAL BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

NOTICE. —Publishers of Magazines, &c., who 
exchange with ,rG. S. W.” are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue. Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 301 Strand, London, 
W.C.

Editorial Communications.—All communica- 
Uons intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G. S. W,y
391 Strand, London, W.C.

Correspondence.—The Editors regret that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head of 
“  Answers to Correspondents."

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers 
are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V ll of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Gibbons Stam p Weekly
BOUND VOLUMES.

The following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
front and back, and with all advertisements and covers bound 
iD, can now b< s u p p l i e d p , / c», post-free.

Vol. 1 .
Period.

Jan. to June, 1905
S,

■ 25
d.
0

.» 2  • July to Dec., 1905 
Jan. to June, 1900

. 10 6
»  3 • . 10 6
»  4 • July to Dec., 1906 • 4 9
»♦ 5 • Jan. to' June, 1907 4 9

6  . July to Dec., 1907 4 9
»  7 • Jan.' to June, 1908 • '4 9

These volumes are replete with useful information to all 
collectors.

The monthly Journal.
T hksk are replete with interesting articles by the best writeis 
of the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will hod contained in them.

Vols. 1 and 2 Out o f  print S. d.
Vol. 3 . . post-free 7 6

, ,  4 • • »» 5 6

»  5 • ♦ • M § 0
„  6  . • • >» 0 0

7 • • • M 6 0
„  8 . . • 1* 6 0
. .  9 • • • » 5 0
„  1 0  . • • 1* 5 0
„  1 1  . • • II 5 0
„  1 2  . • • II 4 0
. .  *3 • ♦ • If 4 0
. .  M  • • • tl 4 0
„  IS  • • * H 4 0
„  1 6  . • • II 4 0
. .  17 . • • II 4 0
, .  18 . • '• II 4 0

The set of Sixteen Volumes (forming a magnificent library in 
itself), well bound in cloth, is offered as a S pecial  B argain 
for £3 post-free in Great Britain, carriage forward abroad.

EXAMINATION OF $TAMPS.-Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is takeo up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
corners, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to iocrease our charges, 
which in future will be as follows : is. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed; F. Forged ; G. Genuine; G.F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R. Reprint.

Do you w ant to P U R C H A S E
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collection? It so, CONSULT OUR

STAM P COLLECTIONS REGISTER.

Do you w ant to S E L L
your collection, or any part of it, at * 
the small .commission of Ten per 
cent? If so, ENTER IT IN OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

Full conditions, and List of Thirty-nine Col
lections entered on the Register, sent post-free 

on demand.STAN LEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand ( M . ) ,  London, W.C.
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Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
Arranged {alphabetically.

R ev ised  se r ie s  f o r  1 9 0 8 , fo llo w in g  p a rticu la rs  in  S ta n le y  
G ib b on s ' la s t T r iced  C a ta log u e .

SPBCIAL ATTENTION Is drawn to the LOW PRICES at which these Sets are oilered-lo nest 
cases these will be tound te be from 20 to 30 per cent less than what the Stamps would cost It 
bought separately. ____________

U sed* Unused A  Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.
i

In Ordering It Is only necessary to quote Name o f Country,
Number o f Bet, and the Price.

No. of 
Set. 

1087!

1098}
*°99t
ixoot
xioxt
xiost

noat
lio4t
Host
no6t
*io7f
xxo8f 
txopf 
sstof 
Htxt 
m a t  
i ix j t  
tx 14* 
ixxgt 
sxi6* 
xxxy* 
sxiB* 
xx 19* 
xxaot 
xxsx* 
xtttt 
xx«3* 
xx*4t 
xx«sf

ST. CHRISTOPHER.
82-90. Queen. id., id., 2jd., and 4d.

No. In 
Set.

• 4 *•

8 T . K ITT8 -N E V I8 .
*9*>3_7* id., single, id., ad., aid. (2), and 3d. mult. . 6 ..

ST. H Elf.ENA.
1884-94. Provisionals, id. to is. >
1890-97. Queen. id. tosd. . . . . .

7 •• 
. 6 ..

, , ST. LUCIA.
1861-98. Queen, id. to 3d. .
1902-3. King, single. i<L, id., 3d., and is. .

• 5 •• 
4 •*

ST. MARIE DE MADAGASCAR.
1894. Commerce and Navigation, x c. to 10 c. . . . 5 ••

ST. PIERRE AND MIQUELON.
1885. Provisionals, xo on 40 c., and 15 on 40 c. . . . . . 2 .. 
1891-93. „  x c. on 25 c., a c. on xo c,, a c. on 35 c., 4 c. on ao c., and

ic .  on as c. . . . . . . . s .. 
189a. Commerce and Navigation, 1 c., a c., 4 c., 5 c., and 10 c. (a) . . 6 ..

ST. THOMAS AND PRINCE
1870-85. Crown type. 5 r., xo r., and ao r. .

ISLANDS.

ST. VINCENT.
1863-93. Provisionals, aid. on id. (a), sd. on 6d. . 
1885-97. Queen, id., id., aid., 4d., 6d., and is.
1899. tt id.. 3d., 40., sd., and 6d. .
1902. King, single, id., xd., and ad.
1907. Arms, id., aid., and 3d. .

• ♦ 3 •• 
. 6 ..

. 3 .. 

. 3 ..

„  , J SALVADOR.
1867. J r., 1 r., a r., and 4 r. . .
1867-89. Various types, including provisionals
1890. Allegorical figure. 1 c  to 1 p. .
1891. Pictorial. 1 c. to 1 p, . ,
1891-99. Provisionals. 1 c^on a, $ (a), 20, and 25 c., and s
1893. Landineof Columbus. 1 c. to 1 p.
1893. Geneva jExeta. 1 c. to 1 p.
1893. Columbian, a p., 5 p., and xo p.
1894. Allegorical figure, x c, to 1 p. .

„  Columbian, a p., 5 p., and xo p.
1895. Overprinted Arms, x c. to x p.

„  Arms, x c. to 5 c., and provisional 1 c. on 30 c.
1894. Allegorical figure, x c, to 1 p. .
1896-7. Pictorial types, x c. (a), a c., 3 c., 5 c. (a), and to c.
1899̂ 1900. Overprinted wheel. 1 c. to 5 c. . .
1900. Provisionals, t  c. on «3 c., a c. on 13 c., and 3 c. on 

„  Overprinted Arms in violet. 1 c. to 5 c. —
„  „  „  in blade. x c., 3 c., 5 c., la c., 13 c., and 36 c.
t» • »t »> it , c  to 5 c

1903. Statue, a c. to 100 c. omitting 3 c.
, ,, t c. to 13 c  . .
„  Provisionals on Statue type .

1906. President Escalon. 1 c., a c., 3 a , 5 c.> 6 c., xo c., 94 c., 26 c., 50 c. and 
100 c., . .

s. d.1 9

1  6

6 62 0
1  6 
4 6

0 8
1 9
1  6 
0 6

1 3

6 0 
€ 0 
4 0 
0 8 0 9

8 8
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POCKET RULE
Special Bargains
For G.S.W. Readers.

For Measuring Stam ps. 
Surcharges, © c .

Most useful for detecting Forged Surcharges.

Ivo ry  R u l e . 
{Actual Si**.)

*  *

One tide divided into in
ches, and subdivided up 

to t /64  inches.

The other side divided 
into Millimetres and 

Centimetres.

PR ICE

3s. 6d.
POST-FREE, Id. extra; 

abroad, 4d. extra. *

*  *

Supplied in
NEAT CASE for POCKET

Two “ POST OFFICE MAURITIUS" for Is.

CAYMAN
ISLANDS

1905-6.

KINGS HEADS
W ink. M u ltip le  Crown C A . 

Perf. 14.
$. d.

id., green . 0 2
Id., carmine . . 0 9

2Jd., ultramarine . 0 9 
6d , brown . . 3 0
la., orange . 6 0

The above, of course, are not the actual Stamps, 
but the-next best thing to them—E X C E L L E N T  
P H O T O G R A P H S.

Very few collectors can ever hope to possess these 
famous rarities, but it is interesting to have some
thing to show which will impress non-collectors and 
enable them to form some idea of the “ famous 
Stamps which sell for so much money.”

The Set of Five Stamps, mint.

Special Bargain Price
Photographs o f the T w o  Rarest Stamps in the 

W orld, the id . and 2d. “  Post Office 
Mauritius”  o f  1847.

This pair was purchased by Stanley G ibbons, Ltd., 
for j£68o cash.

P R IC E  O N E  SH IL L IN G , P O S T -F R E E
Ok tuat gilt and black card mount.

9s .  6d .
POST-FREE.

ST A N LEY  GIBBONS, LTD ., 39* STRAND, LONDON.

NEW Y OR K: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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THE IDEAL ALBUM.
200 POSTAGE STAMPS, all different, 
presented free with each Ideal Album.

On the inside of the front cover there is a permanent linen pocket for duplicates, and in this pocket the 
above packet of Stamps will be placed in the first 4000 Ideal Albums.

800 pages. 8iie—9}x 11) Inches. 8200 Illustrations.

A L L  T H E  W O R L D  IN  O N E  V O L U M E .
F or some years past we have had a great demand for a simple Album, fully illustrated, with a square 
for each Stamp, and omitting all minor varieties, and we trust that collectors and the trade will be pleased 
with this our latest production.

It is essential that an Album of this description should be in one volume, and in order to make this 
possible we have had to print it upon both sides of the paper and to rigidly cut down varieties.

With the aim before us of producing a book to suit the great bulk of general collectors, we have, 
after much consideration, decided to limit T he I d e a l  A l b u m  to the Postage Stamps of the World, and 
to omit all such varieties as Postal Fiscals, Official or Service Stamps, Postage Due or Unpaid Letter 
Stamps, etc. etc.

This Album is arranged strictly alphabetically—thus Vathy will be found under the V’s and not in French 
Consular Offices, Aitutaki under the A ’s and not after New Zealand, etc. etc.

ID E A L  I . —On extra itou t paper, atronglu bound in oloth, artistically designed 
oouer In aesorted colours, sprinkled edges, gold lettered on back, 600 pages.

Price, post-free, U .K ., 10/7 ; abroad, extra.
ID E A L  I I .— As last, but INTERLEAVED to prevent any chance o f  Stamps 

rubbing, and In superior and stronger binding.

Price, post-free, U.K., 15/10 ; abroad, extra.
ID E A L  I I I .—Sumptuously bound in h alf morocco, gilt edges and lettering, 

and INTERLEAVED as Ideal II.

Price, post-free, U .K ., 25/9 ; abroad, extra.
IDEAL Nos. I. and II. can be supplied bound in blue, green, or red.
IDEAL No. III., bound in half red or green morocco only.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, LONDON, W.C.
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The Sectional Imperial Album
THIS NEW ALBUM IS FULLY DESCRIBED IN A PAMPHLET 

WHICH WILL BE SENT POST-FREE, ON APPLICATION.

T h e  O utside D im en sion s o f the C over are
I l f  by  lO f in.

E ach  Page m e a su re s  I l f  by  8 in . 
c lea r o f B inding.

T H E  B I N D E R S
have been specially made and are o f the simplest description; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (See above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.
W hen mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re

moved and the pages laid out quite flat
They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33.— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion o f particulars o f contents. Price 6 / - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6 /6 ; abroad, 7 /-.

No. 34.—Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 15 /-; post-free, United Kingdom, 15/6; abroad, 16/-.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L I M I T E D ,

391 STRAND, LONDON, W .C.
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THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
A full description of this Album will be sent post-free on application*

N o w  R e a d y .  S e c t i o n  I. G R E A T  B R I T A I N
(86 PAGES).

Price 3/9, or post-free in Great Britain, 4 /- ;  abroad, 4/3.
This Section includes all Postage, Official, Fiscal Postals, and Telegraph Stamps; but although only 

sold together, each of the above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one of them may be 
omitted if the collector does not wish to include it, but the section is only sold as a whole at above price.

W E S T  INDIES.
Section
2. ANTIGUA

Pages. 
. 4  ••

s,
0

d.
3

3. BAHAMAS 8 .. 0 4
4. BARBADOS 12 .. 0 6
5. BERMUDA 6 .. 0 4
6. CAYMAN ISLANDS 4  •• 0 3
7. DOMINICA IO .. 0 6
8. ORENADA 12 .. 0 6
9. JAMAICA 12 .. 0 6

10. LEEWARD ISLANDS , . 6  .. 0 4
11. MONTSERRAT . 4  •• 0 3
12. NEVIS IO .. 0 6
13. ST. CHRISTOPHER IO V. 0 6
14. ST. KITTS-NEV1S 4 0 3
15. ST. LUCIA. 12 .. 0 6
16. ST. VINCENT 8  .. 0 4
17. TOBAGO . 6  .. 0 4
18. TRINIDAD 2 2  .. 1 0
19. TURKS ISLANDS 8 .. 0 4
20. TURKS & CAICOS ISLANDS 4  •• 0 3
21. VIRGIN ISLANDS • 8 .. 0 4

AM ERICAN CO LO NIES.

22. BRITISH COLUMBIA 4  •• 0 3
23. CANADA . , , 22 .. 1 0
24. NEW BRUNSWICK . 4  •• 0 3

AMERICAN COLONIE8—CO/riZ/u/erf. Price. 
Section Pages, s. d.
25. NEWFOUNDLAND . . 12 ... 0 6
26. NOVA SCOTIA . . . 4 ... 0  3
27. PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 4 ... 0 3
28. BRITISH OUIANA . 22 ... 1 0
20. „  HONDURAS . . 8 ... 0 4
30. FALKLAND ISLANDS . . 6 ... 0 4

AFRICAN CO LO NIES.
31. BRITISH BECHUANALAND
32. „  CENTRAL AFRICA
33. „  EAST AFRICA
34. „  SOMALILAND
35. „  SOUTH AFRICA .
38. CAPE OF GOOD HOPE
37. EAST AFRICA & UGANDA.
38. GAMBIA . . . .
39. GOLD COAST
40. GRIQUALAND W EST .
41. LAGOS . . . .
42. MADAGASCAR .
43. MAURITIUS
44. NATAL.
45. NEW SOUTH AFRICAN

REPUBLIC
46. NIGER COAST
47/ NORTHERN NIGERIA .

8 ... 0 4 
8 ... 0 4 

12 ... 0 6 
to ... 0 6 
10 ... 0 6 
18 ... 0 10 
6 ... 0 4 
6 ... 0 4 
6 ... 0 4 

10 ... 0 6 
8 ... 0 4 

22 ... 1  0 
24 ... 1  0 
20 ... 0 10

22 ... 1  0 
8 ... 0  4 
4 ... 0  3

P O S T A G E .
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an 

additional four pages for each section. The postage will then be as follows:—
GREAT BRITAIN.

10 Pages . . . 2d.
2 2  ,. . . . 2Jd.
36 . . 3d.

130 „ . . . . . 4d.
2 2 0  ,. . . . . . 5d.
400 „ . . . . . 6d.
600 „ . . . . . 7d.

Above 600  pages reckon Id. more for each 
additional 100 pages or portion thereof.

For more than 3 4 0  pages abroad postage may be 
and every 90  additional pages 1 lb.

MINIMUM POSTAG

ABROAD.

10 Pages . . . . 2d.
2 2  ., . . . . 2jd.
34 . . . . 3d.
46 4}d.
58

And an extra Jd. for every 12 pages in addition, 
up to 34 0  pages.

ascertained by reckoning that 340  pages weigh 4  lb., 

E . . 2d.
N.B.—Eaoh patfa measures H i x 8  In. d e a r  of binding.

B L A N K  L E A V E S  can  b e  su p p lied  to  m atch  th e  p rin te d  p a g e s , a n d  w ill b e  
fo u n d  o f  u se  fo r th o se  w h o  w a n t to  in c lu d e  p airs, b lo ck s , o r  s ta m p s  on  co vers.

Price Od. per doz.; post-free, l i d .  per doz.

STAN LEY GIBBONS. Ltd., 391 STRAND. LONDON. W.C.
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Portable Leather Cases
G R E A T  R E D U C T I O N  I N  P R I C E S .

JUST THE THING FOR YOUR ALBUMS.
L O O K S  fitted to an Album do not insure complete security, nor do 
they improve the appearance. We have prepared a P O R T A B L E  
L E A T H E R  C A S E ,  made of the best brown cow hide, and fitted with 
spring lock and key. The case is made in two sizes, both of which are so 
arranged that most of our better Albums will fit into them. Each Case is 
lined with green Venetian baize, and is provided with a strong leather handle.

LENGTH. 
12 inches. 

DEPTH.
i i  inches.

Two Widths.
No. 1028. 
7$ inches.

No. 1508.
4 inches.

LEATHER ALBUM CASE,
The Cases are suitable fo r  any o f  the following Albums:

No. 1028. Large Size.
Three IMPERIAL (Old Style). 
Three PHILATELIC E. 
FourSECTIONAL IMPERIAL 
Four SIMPLEX.
Five ORIEL.

Fitted with Lock and Two Straps.

Price 21s.
Postage : Great Britain, S ix p e n c e . 

Weight: Under 5 lbs.

No. 1508. Small Size.
One IDEAL (Nos. II or III). 
Two PHILATELIC E. 
TwoSECTIONAL IMPERIAL 
Two SIMPLEX.
Three ORIEL.

Fitted with Lock only.

Price 17s. 6d.
Postage : Great Britain, S ix pen c e . 

Weight: Under 4 lbs.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S , L I M I T E D
391 Strand, London, W.C.
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  ( U e e k l y
W I T H  W H I C H  I S  A M A L G A M A T E D

“ T h e  m o n t h l y  O o u i t n a l . ”
T h e  m o s t  p o p u la r  W e e k ly  S t a m p  J o u r n a l  fo r  

th e  g e n e r a l  c o l l e c t o r  a n d  s p e c i a l i s t .

P R E P A ID  SU B S C R IP T IO N S  must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Caoada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months ... is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6  .............. 3s* 3<>- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3*25

12 .............. 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S , W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered Hat, 
instead of folded as it would be if posted.

C o n t e n t s .
n * H E  last number in each month is a special number 
1  that is edited by M AJO R ED W ARD  B. EV A N S, 

and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CH AS. J .  P H IL L IP S , 
and contain amongst other subjects
The Countries of the World. B y w . P. BarnsdalL 

Topical Notes* By Chas. J .  Phillips.

New Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature.
By Frank Phillips.

Twentieth Century Colonials. B y D. B. Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal

ing with every subjecj o f use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the W orlds Press.
A  Special Feature is made of L E T T E R S  FROM  OUR 

C O R R ESPO N D EN TS all over the World. 
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
Answers to Correspondents.
Aboot every other number contains an offer of a 

S P E C IA L  BARG A IN  to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a L ist of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

N O TIC E. — Publishers o f Magazines, &c., who 
exchange with “ G . S . W.** a r e . requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major E V A N S, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, Ltd., 301 Strand, London, 
W .C .

E d it o r ia l  C o m m u n ic a t io n s .—All communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G. S . W.,
391 Strand, London, W .C.

. C o r r e s p o n d e n c e .— The Editors regret that they  
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head of 
“ Answers to Correspondents.**

C o v e r s  f o r  B in d in g  V o l u m e s . —Our publishers 
are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers o f Vol. V II o f Gibbons Stamp Weekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d- post-free.

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y
BOUND VO LU M ES.

T ub following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
front and biek, and with all advertisements and covers bound 
in, can now be s u p p l i e d P r i c e ,  p o s t - fr e e .

Period. s . d .
Vol. * . Jan. to June, 1905 . 25 0

*» 2 . July to Dec., 1905 . 10 6
»»
M

3  • Jan. to June, 1900 .. 10 6
4  • July to Dec., 190S . 4 9

»( 5 • Jan. to June, 1907 . 4 9
It
It

6 . 
7 •

July to Dec., 1907 . 
Jan. to June, 1908 .

• 4 
> 4

9
9

These volumes are replete with useful information to all 
collectors.

The monthly Journal.
T hbsb are replete with interesting articles by the best writeis 
o f the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained in them.

Vols. t and 2 Ont of print S. d.
Vol. 3 - • . post-free 7 6

» 4 • II 5 6
„  5 . • • It 5 0
II ®  ♦ • • II 6 6
.. 7 • • » II 6 0
„  8 . . • • II 6 0
.. 9 - • • II 5 0
„  10 . ♦ • It 5 0
„  IX . • II 5 0
.. 12  - • • It 4 0
,» ^3 • • • II 4 0
.. <4 • • ♦ It 4 0
.. t |  - - • • »* 4 0
.. 10 . • • II 4 0
„  17  . • • ft 4 0
„  18 . * • II 4 0

The set of Sixteen Volumes (formiog a magnificent library in 
itself), well bound in cloth, is offered as a S pecial  B argain 
for i£ 3  post-free in Great Britain, carriage forward abroad.

EXAMINATION OF STAMPS.~Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is takeo up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins a..«| 
corners, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the fakiag fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows : is. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion:— 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed; F. Forged ; G . Genuine; G .F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R . Reprint.

Do you want to PURCHASE
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collection? It so, C O N SU LT  O UR

STAM P COLLECTIONS REGISTER.

Do you want to SELL.
your collection, or any part of it, at 
the small eommission of Ten per 
cent? I f  so, E N T E R  IT  IN  OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

F u l l  c o n d it io n s ,  a n d  L i s t  o f  T h i r t y - n i n e  C o l
le c t i o n s  e n t e r e d  o n  th e  R e g is t e r ,  s e n t  p o s t-fr e e  

o n  d e m a n d .

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  391  S t r a n d  ( « & ) ,  L o n d o n , W .C .
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Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
Arranged alphabetically.

Revised series for 1908, following particulars in Stanley 
Gibbons* last Priced Catalogue.

SPECIAL ATTENTION Is drawn to the LOW PRICES at which these Sets are offered—In most 
cases these will be found to be from 20 to 30 per cent less than what the Stamps weald cost If 
bought separately.

Used* Unused.^ Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In O rderin g It Is only necessary to quote N am e o f  C ountry, 
N um ber o f  8et< and th e  Price.

No. of 
Set. S  A  L V A  D O  R —conlmua/. No in

xxa6t 2907. President Escalon, overprinted shield . 6 ..
xx*7t ,, Palace, t c. to too c. . 12
22*81 Postage Due. 2895. 1 c. to 50 c. 8 ..
uapt ,, 2896. t c  to 50 c. 8 . .
2230! „  2897. 2 c. to 50 c. 8 ..
tx3xf t, 1898. I c. to 50 c. . 8 ..
**3«t ,, 1899. 2 c. to 50 c. 8 ..
H33t ,, 1903. Statue, x c. to 25 c. 

Parcel Post. 1895. Mercury. 5 c  to 50 c. . 
Official. 2896. x c. to x p. (1st series.)

. 6 ..
J J 3, f 5 ..
XI35t 12 ..

,, „  2 c. to too c. (and series.) 19 . .
H3, t ,, 1903. Statue, a c., 5 c., 24 c., 50c., iH . . 5 ..
«i38t ,, 2906. Escalon. 2 c. to 200 c.

s. d. 
2 6 
9 6 
1  6 
2 6 
1  6 
1  6 
1  6 
1  6 
1  6 
1  6 
3 6 
2 0 
9 6

SAMOA.
ii39t 1887-99. Various types. §d., id. (a), ajd ., and sd. .
i i4 °t  1895-97. Provisionals and error . . . . .
*1411 1899. Provisional Govt. jd. to 6d.

SAN MARINO.
ix4st 1877-95. Early types, a c. (a), 5 c. (9), xo c., and 90 c.
ZI43t 1903-7. Various types, including Express and Postage Due Stamps

5 
4
6

1  3 
1 6
2 9

6
7

2 0 
1  0

SANTANDER. ,
si44t 2884-7. Early types, imperf. . . . . . . . . 5 . . 1 0
*«45t :890-99. Perf., 1 c. (a), 5 c. (3), and 10 c. (a) . . . . . . 7 . .  X 8
H46f 1905. 5 c. (3), 10 c. (a), 20 c. (a)* 5° c. (a), and : p. (a) . : i  . .  I  3
XI47t 1905. Higher values. 5 p. (2), and to p. . . . . . . 3 . .  4 6
»X48t 1906. Provisionals, a c. on 5 c., 2 c, on 10 c. (a), a c. on ao c., a c. on 5 p., and

a c. on 10 p. (a) . . . . . , . . 7 . .  6 0

C U C U T A .
i«49t 1905. 1 c ,  2 c. (a), and 5 c. (2) . . . . . 5
i*5° f  1906. Provisionals, a c. on 2 c. (a), 3 c. on 5 c., 2 c. on :o c., and 2 c. on 20 c. . 5

SARAWAK.
1*5*1 2872-92. First type, including provisional . . 3
i i 5* l *899-2905. Sir Coarles Brooke. 1 c. to 20 c. . . . . . 8

SARDINIA.
**S3t 1855-61. King. 5 c. to 80 c. Newspaper Stamps, 2 c., and 2 c. . • • 7
**54* „  „  5 c. to 40 c. . , . . . 4

SAXONY.
**S5l 1863. Arms. 3 pf., |  ngT., x ngr., a ngr., and 5 ngr. (2) . . 6

0 9 
5 0

0 9 
2 9

0 6 
0 6

3 0

SELANGOR.
**58* 1891-5. Tiger. 1  c.. a c. (2), 3 c. on 5 c., and 5 c.
**S7t 1845-8. Tiger’s bead. 3 c., 5 c., 20 c., and 3 c  on 50 c.

5
4

0 10 
2 3

SENEGAL.
**5®I *890-1903. Tablet type, x c., 2 c., 4 c., 5 c . (2), and loon 1 fr. . ♦ 6 J  |
**S9t 1906. Faidherbe. 1 c. to 5 c. Postage Due, 5 c. to 15  c. . . . 7 . .  0 o

V . ✓
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IV O R Y

POCKET RULE
For Measuring Stamps, 

Surcharges, dc.
Most useful for detecting Forged Surcharges.

*  *

One side divided into in- 
ches, and subdivided up 

to 1/64 inches.

The other side divided 
into Millimetres and 

Centimetres.

PRICE

3s. 6d.
POST-FREE, Id. extra; 

abroad, 4d. extra.
*  *

S u p p lie d  In

N E A T  C A S E  fo r P O C K E T

Two “ POST OFFICE MAUBITIUS”  for Is.

T he above, o f course, are not the actual Stamps, 
but the next best thing to them— E X C E L L E N T  
PH O T O G R A PH S.

Very few collectors can ever hope to possess these 
famous rarities, but it is interesting to have some
thing to show which will impress non-collectors and 
enable them to form some idea of the “ famous 
Stamps which sell for so much money.”

Photographs of the T w o Rarest Stamps in the 
World, the id. and 2d. “  Post Office 

Mauritius” of 1847.
This pair was purchased by Stanley G ibbons, Ltd., 

for j£68o cash.
P R IC E  O N E S H IL L IN G , P O S T -F R E E .

On mat gilt and black card mount.

R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a n d  

R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

B A V A R IA .
1903. Type 8, overprinted E ,fo r  use of

Cat No. Railway Officials. d.
403. 10 pf., carmine . used 0 1
405. 50 pf., marone >» 3 0

C O ST A  R IC A .
1907. Type 46. Portrait of Fernandez.

61. 5 c., indigo and orange-buff . used 0 1

H O N D U R A S.
1907. Types 21 and 22. Portrait.

126. I c., green . used 0 1
129. 5 c., blue 0 2
130. 6 c., violet • »* 0 2
181. io c ., sepia 0 2
132. 20 c., cobalt 

50 c., claret
0 6

133. 0
134. 1 p., orange . 2 0

N IC A R A G U A .
1908. Fiscal stamps overprinted with Type 

Z 3 and "CORREO, 1908.”
1604. 5 c., orange-yellow . . . 0 3
460r. 10 c., turquoise-blue . . 0 5
460<f. 1 p., brown . . . . 4 0
460c. 2 p., grey . . . . 7 6

1908. As above, but surcharged with new 
value in addition.

460/C 1 c. on 5 c., orange-yellow . . 0 3
46Og. 2 c. on 5 c. „  . • o 3
4604. 4 c. on S c. „  . . 0 4
460/  15 c. on 50 c., olive-green . . 0 7
1604. 35 c. on 50 c. ,, . . 1 6

P A R A G U A Y .
1908. Type 66, surcharged with Type 44.

5 c. on 1 c., greenish blue . . 0 3
SA LV A D O R .

1903. Official Stamp. Type 205.
1028. 24 c., scarlet . . . used 2

1906. Officials. Portrait of Escalon.
1042. 2 c., carmine . • used o
1043. 3 c., yellow . . . ,, o
1044. $ c ., Prussian blue . . ,, o
1045. IOC., violet . . . ,, o
1046. 13 c., brown . . . ,, o
1047. 15  c., orange-vermilion . . ,, 1
1048. 24 c., carmine . . ,, 1

1908. Officials. Palace Type.
1051. I c., green . . . used o
1053. 3 c . , pale yellow . . ,, o
1054. 5 c ., indigo . . . ,, 0
1055. IOC., violet . . . „  o
1056. 13  c. „  . . „  0

U R U G U A Y .
1906-7. Type 90. Arms.

292. 5 c., blue . . . used o
293. 7 c., brown . . . ,, 0
294. jo  c., rose . ■ >, 3

o

2
3 
9 
6 
6 
o
0

1
3
5
6 
6

1

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON.
NEW Y O R K : STA N LEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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A L B U M S .
Some collectors like one kind o f  Album and some another. Indeed, there are probably few  

things in which stamp collectors are more at sixes and sevens than in Stamp Albums. As Philatelic 
Publishers u/e do our best to please all parties. Hence the great variety o f  Postage Stamp Albums 
included in our Publications. Here is a brief list. I f  you cannot find the Album you want in this 
list your case must be hopeless.

IM P R O V E D  N o .  Om—176 pages. Spaces for 4700 stamps. With Geographical and Historical notes 
brought up to date. Fifty stamps presented gratis with each Album.

Price, in Art Cloth, 1 / - 1 post-free, 1 /3 .

IM P R O V E D  N o s .  2 ,  3 ,  a n d  4 .  —304 pages, oblong. Size, io * 7 f  in. Divided into 
Continents. 600 stamps and eighty watermarks illustrated in actual size. Strongly bound in artistic 
cover. One hundred stamps, all different, presented with each Album.

No. 2.—Plain Cloth, gilt lettered, 3 / 8 1 post-free, 3 /» |  abroad, 3 / 7 .
No. 3 .—Art Vellum, lettered in void and colours, 5 / - 1 post-free, 6 / 8 1 abroad, 8 / 2 .
No. 4 .—Art Vellum, gilt lettered^and gilt edges, with extra leaves (or new issues, 7 / 8 1 

post-free, 8 / - |  abroad, 8 /1 0 -

THE K I N G 'S  O W N .  —For collectors of King Edward V II Stamps.
Cloth, 7 / 8 1 post-free, 8 / - 1  abroad, 8 / 8 .
Three-quarters Levant morocco, 2 1 / - 1 post-free, 2 1 / 8 1 abroad, 2 2 / 8 .

THE I M P E R I A L  m—In three fine volumes. Size, 8$ x x t 4 inches. The most popular of all our 
Albums. With numbered spaces for the stamps on the right-hand page, and full description in cata
logue form, with illustrations, on the left-hand page.

VOL. I .—S ta m p s  of B ritish  E m pire.
VOL. II .—Stam p s of E urope and Colonies, and P o ssessio n s o f European S ta te s . 
VOL. II I .—Foreign  C ountries, except E urope and Its  P o ssessio n s.

Vol. I .—G reat B rita in  and Colonies. 526 pages. About 1800 illustrations.
No. 5.—Cloth, gilt lettered, 1 0 / - t  post-free. 1 0 /9 .
No. 7.—Half-bound, gilt edges, 1 6 / - I  post-free, 1 6 /9 .
No. 8 .-Half-bound, green morocco, gilt edges, 2 6 / -  f  post-free, 2 6 / -
No. 9 .—Half-bound, finest green Levaot morocco, bevelled edges, patent expanding lock, 6 0 / - 1 

post-free, 6 1 / -

Vol. 11.—Stam p s o f E urop e and Its  Colonies and Possessions.
$44 pages. 1700 illustrations.

No. 65.—Cloth, 1 2 / - 1 post-free, 1 2 /9 .
No. 67 .—Half-bound, 1 t / 8  | post-free, 1 8 /3 .
No. 68 .—Half green morocco, 2 7 / 8 1 post-free, 2 8 / 8 .
No. 69.—Half-bound, finest green Levant morocco, patent expanding lock, 8 0 / -  % post-free, 6 1 / - .

Vol. I I I .—Foreign  C o u n tries, except E urop e and i t s  P ossession s.
412 pages. 1500 illustrations.

No. 95.—Cloth, I O / -1  post-free, 1 0 /9 .
No. 97.—Half-bound, 1 B /-|  post-free, 1 6 /9 .
No. 98.—Half-bound, green morocco, 2 2 / 8 1 post-free, 2 8 / 3 .
No. 99 .—Half-bound, finest green Levant morocco, patent expanding lock, 4 6 / *  | post-free, 3 8 / 9 .

B R I T I S H . A F R I C A  . —For Specialists. A  very complete Album for the stamps of the British 
Possessions on the African continent, on the plan of the Imperial Albums, with blank pages after each 
country for new issues.

No. 2S.—Cloth, I O / - ,  post-free. 1 0 /7 .
No. 26 .—Half-bound morocco, art vellum sides, in strong bon, 2 1 /*  ,  post-free, 2 1 /8 .

B L A N K  A L B U M .  —Each page neatly bordered in neutral grey with quadrilll background.
No. 3 1 .—Bound in three colours—red, bine, or green, too leaves,

Price 7 / 8 1 post-free, 8 /*  | abroad, 8 / 9 .
No. 3 2 .— Bound In two colours— marone or dark greeo, ije  leaves, u ix M .

Price 1 0 / 9 1 post-free, 1 1 /3 1 abroad, 1 2 /8 .

THE O R I E L  m—Welt known as the Castle Album. Size, to x  io£ inches. Fifty movable leaves, hand
made paper, bound in red morocco, fitted into a drop-io case lined with lamb's-wool.

Price 3 0 / *  \ post-free, 3 0 / 7 .
LE AV E S, either plain or with quadrilld background, 3 / 8  per dosen, or 3 2 / 8  per too.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S . L td .. 391  S t r a n d , LO N D O N , W .C .
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STANDARD GLIDES FOR 
STAMP COLLECTORS.

STANLEY GIBBONS 
P R I C E D  C A T A L O G U E  o f  t h e  

P o s t a g e  S t a m p s  o f  t h e  W o r l d .

Vol. I. Great Britain and Colonies.
Price, post-free, 2/9.

Vol. II. The Rest of the World.
Price, post-free, 2 /10 .

S T A M P S  A N D  

S T A M P  C O L L E C T I N G .

By Major E. B. EVANS.

T H E  “ I D E A L ”  

P E R F O R A T I O N  G A U G E .

Can be carried in the pocket, and stamps measured 
without removing them from the album.

Price 7d. post-free.

G U M M E D  

S T A M P  M O U N T S .

The “  S.G .”  Stamp Mounts, in tin boxes, per 1000,
7d. post-free.

Better quality, in three sizes, per 1000,
1/- post-free.

The Young Collector is frequently perplexed by 
the meaning of the various terms used in stamp 
collecting, and the fullest explanations of these will 
be found in this book.
Price 2/3 in Paper Cover, or 4/3 strongly 

bound in Cloth.

A  C O L O U R  D I C T I O N A R Y .
By B. W . W AR HURST.

Specially prepared for stamp collectors, and illus
trated in fifty-eight colours.

Price 4/8 bound in Cloth.

T H E  S T A M P  C O L L E C T O R .
By BACON & HARDY.

All about Collecting—its Origin and Development, 
History in Stamps, the Stamp Market, Famous 
Collections, List of Philatelic Societies, etc. etc.

24? Illustrations. 294 pages.
Price 4/to post-free.

T W E E Z E R S
F o r  H a n d lin g : a n d  S o r t in g  S t a m p s .

No. I .—Blunt ends, post-free, 2/7.
No. 2.—Round ends, post-free, 2 /1.
No. 3 .—Pointed ends (in use in our offices, and 

highly recommended), post-free, 2/1. 
No. 4.—Small size, pointed or rounded ends, 

post-free, 1 / 1 .

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S

H A N D B O O K S . Paper Bound

s. d. x. d.
Portuguese India . 4 9 . 6 3
South Australia 7 9 - 9 9
Shanghai S 3  • 7 9
Saint Vincent. 5 3 - 7 9
Barbados 7  9  . 1 0 9
Reprints . 4  3 - 5 9
Grenada . 7 9 - 9 9
Sicily 21  5 • 3 0  5

“ M Y  D U P L I C A T E S ”

R E P R I N T S .
By E. D. BACON.

Will be found of the greatest use to collectors, and 
explains how to detect reprints and official imitations 
from genuine stamps.

Price 4/3 Paper Cover, or 5/9 bound 
in Cloth.

A small but handy pocket-book, with slips to 
contain duplicates or new purchases. Very useful. 

P o st-fre e , 1 / 1 .

A  la r g e r  P o c k e t  C o lle c t in g -B o o k ,
with large pocket at back and patent fastening 

on flap.
P o st-fre e  2/7.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L td ., 3 9 1  S t r a n d , LO N D O N , W .C .
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NOW READY. NOW READY.The following Popular Packets of

FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS.
A ll the Stamps contained in the follow ing Packets are warranted absolutely genuine, 

fre e  from  reprints. They are also in good condition and perfect.
These Packets cannot be sent by book post to Postal Union Countries. Tbe cost by letter rate is a)d. for every too Stamps. 

The araouot required for postage can therefore be reckoned, and should be added when remitting.

NEW AND IMPROVED PACKETS OF USED AND UNUSED STAMPS.
No. I.—The Sixpenny Packet o f  Mixed Continental Stam ps contains ioo, including many

obsoleteand rare. (This packet contains duplicates.) Post-free, 7d.

No. 2 .—The Sixpenny Packet o f  Used Foreign Stam ps contains 50 varieties, all different, 
including Egypt, Spain, Chili, New South Wales, Transvaal, Roumania, Porto Rico, Argentine, Sweden, Brazil, Turkey, 
Hoi-hao, French Congo, etc. Post-free, yd.

No. 3 .—The Sixpenny Packet o f  Used Colonial Stam ps contains 12  varieties, including Natal, 
Ceylon, India H .M .S., Cape of Good Hope, British Guiana, Mauritius, Tasmania, New South Wales Service, Victoria, Jamaica, 
South Australia, New Zealand, etc. All different. Post-free, yd.

No. 4 .—The Shilling Packet o f  Used and Unused Foreign Stam ps contains 50 varieties,
including French Soudan, Spam, Bulgaria. Portugal, Southern Nigeria, Italy, 'Turkey, Finland, Brazil, Roumaoia, Portugal, 
Argentine Republic, Ecuador, Salvador, Greece, Mexico, Shanghai, Philippine Isles, Japan, and others rare. All different, and 
warranted genuine. Post-free, i/i.

No. 5 .—T he Shilling Packet o f  Colonial Stam ps contains 25 varieties, including Cyprus, Natal, 
Jamaica, India, Victoria Jd. rose, surcharged Ceylon, Straits Settlements, India Service, Queensland, Hong Kong, Barbados, 
Western Australia, South Australia, Centennial New South Wales, Mauritius, Malta, and others rare. All different, and 
warranted genuine. Post-free, t/r.

No. 6 .—The Eighteenpenny Packet o f  Used Foreign Stam ps contains 100 varieties, including 
Mauritius, Hong Kong, Finland, Japan 15 and 25 sen, Barbados, Chili, Biazil, Greece, Russia, Turkey, New Zealand, Jamaica, 
Belgium, Spain, Canada, etc. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 1/7.

No. 7 .—T he T w o Shilling Packet o f R are Used and Unused Foreign Stam ps contains 200
varieties, including Porto Rico, Colombia, New Zealand, Canada, rare Turkish, Dutch Indies, Ceylon, Mozambique, Mauritius, 
Portugal, French Colonies, Orange River Colony, Cyprus, Norway, Costa Rica, Belgium, West Austral!.*, Chili, Egypt, Bavaria, 
and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 2/1.

No. 8 .—The Five Shilling Packet o f  Obsolete Stam ps contains 100 varieties, including,
amongst others, Liberia O.S., Western Australian provisional, India H. M .S., British Guiana, Cyprus »$d., Argentine, Greece, 
Liberia, Guatemala, Mauritius, provisional Cuba, Hungary 25 kr., Mexico, Bolivia, Uruguay, Transvaal, old Egyptian, old 
Swiss, Turkey, Peru, Barbados, Spain, Porto Rico, Canada, Chili, old Tasmania, old Japan 25 and 25 sen, Siam, Brazil, Victoria, 
and others rare. This packet contains no stamps of the present issue, and is well worth 10/-. Post-free, 5/1.

No. 9 .—The Five Shilling Packet o f  Foreign Stam ps contains 200 varieties (used and unused),
including Cape of Good Hope, Turkey, Bermuda. Belgium, India Service, brazil, Japan, Portugal, Spain, U .S.Post Office, Russia, 
Swiss, British Guiana, New Zealand, Bulgaria, Denmark. South Australia, Mexico, Malta, U .S., Holland. Italy, Victoria, Chili, 
Queensland, Gibraltar, Porto Rico. Greece 1 1., Orange River Colony, Nicaragua, British Honduras, Bolivia, Hungary, Hayti, 
Straits Settlements, Natal, etc. All different. Post-free, 5/1.

No. 10.—The Ten Shilling Packet o f Used and Unused Stam ps contains too varieties,
atl rare and different, including^ Chin-kiang, obsolete Cyprus, Salvador, Ecuador, Philippine Islands, Hayti, Tolima 5 c., 
St. Kitts, Uruguay, Montserrat, Finland, surcharged British Honduras, old Victoria, Newfoundland, Mexico, British Bechuanaland, 
British Guiana, unpaid Greece, Hyderabad. Borneo, Nicaragua, Zululand, set of 6 Egypt, New South Wales O.S., 4 scarce 
Spanish, Servia, Turkey, St. Vincent, Porto Rico, Bermuda, United States of America, Peru. Dutch Indies, Republic of Colombia, 
and others scarce. This packet is highly recommended as being well worth 20/-; and it the stamps were bought separately it 
would come to over that amount. Post-free, 10/1.

No. II.—The Guinea Packet o f  Rare Used and Unused Stam ps contains 200 varieties,
including provisional Trinidad, Persia, obsolete Japan, official Mexico, Porto Rico, Antioquia, Ecuador, provisional Ceylon, South 
African Republic, Dutch Indies, provisional 1881 British Guiana, Ivory Coast, Macao, Leeward Islands, surcharged Peru, Spanish, 
Austrian, Levant, Gibraltar, Cuba, Argentine Republic, Egypt, Dhar, Servia, Greece unpaid, Guatemala, Nabha, set of 3 Chili, 
Surinam, Hawaii, Brazil unpaid, and other obsolete issues, Bulgaria, St. Thomas and Principe, Fiji Isles, Malta, obsolete 
Newfoundland, Honduras, British East Africa, British Honduras, set of 4 Nicaragua, set of 3 Philippine (Infant King), Argentine, 
Tasmania, Roumania, Guatemala, and others equally rare. Some of the stamps in this packet are worth from t/6 to 2/6 each. 
Post-free, st/-.

New Packets of Unused Stamps,
GREATLY IMPROVED, AND ALL WARRANTED GENUINE.

No. 12.—The Sixpenny Packet o f Unused Stam ps contains 12  varieties, including Indo-China, 
Greece (x lepton),"Tuni«, Monaco, Porto Rico, obsolete »Jd. Cyprus, North Borneo, Roumania, Paraguay, Jamaica, Johore, and 
Mauritius. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free yd.

No. 14.—The Tw o Shilling Packet o f  French Colonial Stam ps contains 25 varieties used and
unused, including Obock, Reuiiofi, French Congo, S l  Marie, Martinique, Guadeloupe, and others rare. Post-free, 2/1.

No. 15.—The Shilling Packet o f Unused Stam ps contains 20 varieties, including obsolete
id. Cyprus, Liberia, Barbados, Newfoundland. Nyassa, Bhopal, Siam, Angra, Bundi, Jamaica, Barbados, provisional Italy, 
Mexico, Holland, Shanghai, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, s/t.

- STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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THE IDEAL ALBUM.
200 POSTAGE STAM PS, all different, 
presented free with each Ideal Album.

On the inside of the front cover there is a permanent linen pocket for duplicates, and in this pocket the 
above packet of Stamps will be placed in the first 4000 Ideal Albums.

60 0  p a fet. Size—9 1 x 11} inches. 5 2 0 0  llluetrationa.

A L L  T H E  W O R L D  IN  O N E  V O L U M E .
For some years past we have had a great demand for a simple Album, fully illustrated, with a square 
for each Stamp, and omitting all minor varieties, and we trust that collectors and the trade will be pleased 
with this our latest production.

It is essential that an Album of this description should be in one volume, and in order to make this 
possible we have had to print it upon both sides of the paper and to rigidly cut down varieties.

With the aim before us of producing a book to suit the great bulk of general collectors, we have, 
after much consideration, decided to limit T u b  I d e a l  A l b u m  to the Postage Stamps o f the World, and 
to omit all such varieties as Postal Fiscals, Official or Service Stamps, Postage Due or Unpaid Letter 
Stamps, etc. etc.

This Album is arranged strictly alphabetically—thus Vathy will be found under the V’s and not in French 
Consular Offices, Aitutaki under the A’s and not after New Zealand, etc. etc.

ID EA L I . —On extra stout paper, strongly bound in doth, artistically designed 
cover in assorted colours, sprinkled edges, gold lettered on back, 600 pages.

Price, post-free, U .K ., 10/7 ; abroad, extra.
ID EA L II . — As last, but INTERLEAVED to prevent any chance o f  Stamps 

rubbing, and in superior and stronger binding.

Price, post-free, U.K., 15/10 ; abroad, extra.
ID EA L I I I .—Sumptuously bound in h alf morocco, gilt edges and lettering, 

and INTERLEAVED as idea! II.

Price, post-free, U .K ., 25/9; abroad, extra.
ID E A L Nos. I. and II. can be supplied bound in blue, green, or redl 
ID EA L No. I I I W bound in half red or green morocco only.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  LO N D O N , W .C .
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  ( i l e e k l y
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“ T h e  m o n t h l y  3 o u n n a l . “
T h e  m o s t  p o p u la r  W e e k l y  S t a m p  J o u r n a l  fo r  

t h e  g e n e r a l  c o l l e c t o r  a n d  s p e c i a l i s t .

PREPAID  SUBSCRIPTIO NS must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rales, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Coluuies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months ... is . 8d. 40 c. fc. 2 .GO m. 1.70
6 „  ... 3s- 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

12 ,, 6s. 6d, $ 1.6 0 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G . S . W, from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered Rat, 
instead of folded as it would be if posted.

C o n t e n t s .
'T 'H E last number ia each ramth is a special number 
*  that is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 

atid which contains Original Articles by the leadiog 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CHAS. J .  PH ILLIPS, 
and contain amongst other subjects
The Countries o f the World. By W. P. Barnsdall.
Topical Notes* By Chas. J . Phillips.
New Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal

ing with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World’s Press.
A Special Feature is made of L E T T E R S FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS all over the World. 
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
Answers to Correspondents.
Aboot every other number contains an offer of a 

SPEC IA L BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

NOTICE. — Publishers of Magazines, &c., who 
exchange with 14 G. S. W ." are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarm, I.ongton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
STA NLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, 
W.C.

E ditorial Communications.—All communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G . S . W .t
391 Strand, London, W .C.

Correspondence.—The Editors regret that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head of 
** Answers to Correspondents.”

Covers for B inding V olumes.—Our publishers 
are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V lf  of Gibbons Stam p W eekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  U l e e k l y
BOUND VO LU M ES.

T hk following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
Iront and bick, and with all advertisements and covers bound 
in, can now be supplied p o s t - fr e e .

Period. * S. r f .
Vol. 1 .. Jan. to June, 1905 . 25 0

.. 2 ■
»» 3

. July to Dec., 1905 . 

. Jan. to June, 1900 ,
10

. IO
6
6

.. 4 <. July to Dec., 1906 . 4 9
»» 5 -. Jan. to June, 1907 . 4 9

6 -. Ju ly to Dec., 1907 . 4 9
.. 7 •. Jan. to June, 1908 .• 4 9

These volumes are replete with us.ful information to all 
collectors.

The IT)ontblv 3ournal.
T h ese  are replete wi.h interesting articles by the best writeis 
o f the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library o( 
every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained in them.

Vols. 1 and 2 
Vol. 3 .

. .  4 •

:: e :
,. 7 •
.,  8 . . 
.. 9 •
„  10 .
„  1 1  .
.. «  •
.. 13 •
.. M •
., IS •
.. 16 .
.. 17 .

18 .

Out of print 
. post-free

J . d .

7 6

The set of Sixteen Volumes (forming a magnificent library in 
itself), well bound in cloth, is offered as a S pecial B argain 
for <S3 post-free in Great Britain, carriage forward abroad.

EXAMINATION OF STAMPS.-Owing to . he great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
corners, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose lime 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed; F. Forged; G. Genuine; G.K. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R . Reprint.

Do you want to PURCHASE
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collection? It so, C O N SU LT  O U R

STAM P COLLECTIONS REGISTER.

Do you want to SELL
your collection, or any part of it, at 
the small commission of Ten per 
cent? I f  so, E N T E R  IT  IN  O U R

STAM P COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity thao 
you can obtain by any other means.

F u l l  c o n d i t io n s ,  a n d  L i s t  o f  T h i r t y * n t n e  C ol*  
le c t i o n s  e n t e r e d  o n  th e  R e g is t e r ,  s e n t  p o s t-fr e e  

o n  d e m a n d .

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d  ( M i . ) ,  L o n d o n , W .C .
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f  " 1,1

Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
Arranged alphabetically.

Revised series for 1908, following particulars in Stanley 
Gibbons’ last Priced Catalogue.

S P B C 1A L  A T T E N T IO N  If  d ra w n  to  th e  LO W  P R IC B S  a t  w h ich  th e s e  S e t s  a r e  offered—In most 
c a se s  th e se  w ill he found to he from  2 0  to  3 0  p er cent le ss  tb ao  w h a t  the S ta m p s  w ould co st If 
bought se p a ra te ly .

Used.* Unused,.+ Used and Unused.% All Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In O rderin g It is only necessary to quote Name o f  Country,
N um ber of Set, and the Price.

No. of 
Set. 

n6ot
tt6it
Ii6at
li63t
txAft
ss6st
1166*
2167*
x:68:
1169*

3ERVIA. No in 
Set.

1869-79. Head of Prince. 2 p., to p., 20 p., 25 p., 35 p., 40 p., and 50 p. . . 7
1881. Milan IV. 5 p. to 1 din. . . . . 6
1890. Alexander I. 5 p. to 25 p. . . . . . 5
1890. »» 5 p. to 50 p. . . . 6
1890. » 5 p. to t din . . . . 7
1894-8. »» 1 !>•» 5.!>•» 10 p.,and 15 p. . 4
1894-8. » Including provisional . . 7
1903-4. Overprinted Arms. xo p., 15 p., and 25 p. . . 3
1904. “  Death Mask.” 5 p., 10 p., 15 p., and 25 p. . . . 4
1905. King Peter. 1 p. to 50 p. . . . . . . 8

t. d. 
. 1  3
. 0 9
. 0 6  
. 0 9  
. 1 0  
. 0 8  
. 0 6  
. 0 6  
. 1 0  
. 0 9

SEYCH ELLES.
ti7St 1893-1901. Queen, including provisional . . . . .  
*176! 1903-4. King, single. 2 c., 3 c., 6 c., 12 c., 15 c., 45 c., 75 c., and 3 c. on 45 <•
1x77} ,, ,i i» 1 r. 50 c , and a r. 25 c.
tS78f 1906. it multiple. 2 c., 3 c., 6 c., 12 c., 15 c., 18 c., 30 c., 75 c., and 1

5°  .................................................................................

6 .. 2 6
8 .. 4 0
2 .. 12 6

9 - 5 0

SHANGHAI.
1x79! 1876-89. Dragon types., including provisionals
n8of 1893-6. Anns, I  c., 1 c., 2 c., 4 c., 5 c.» 6 c., to e ., 15 c., and 20 c.
n 8 t f 1863. Jubilee, f  c., 1 c., 2 c., 5 c ,  and 20 c.
ix8st Postage Due. 1892-3. a c., 5 c., to e ,  and ao c.
118 3! „  1893. 1  c., 1  c., a c., 5 c., and 20c. .

7
9
5
4
5

0 10 
1  0 
2  3  
0 6

siW
118 5 '
xx86t
xi8;t
1188*
1189!
xi9ot
2192*

SIAM.
1883-9.
2887-90.
1887-98.
1900-4.

1905-7. 
1906. I1 
1906.

I.arge portrait type, including provisional 
Portrait. 1  a., 2 a ., 3 a., 4 a., 8 a., 12 a., and 24 a. 
Portraits and Provisionals . . . . .  

Portrait. 1 a., 2 a ., 6 a., 10 a., and 14 a.
„  1  a., a a. (2), 3 a., 4 a., 8 a., to a., 12 a., and 64 a.

Provisionals, t a. on 14 a., 2 a. on 28 a., and t a. on 24 a. 
'ictorial. 1 a. to t p.

„  1 a., 2 a., 4 a ., 8 a., 12 a., and 24 a.

4 ■
7 ••
8 ..
5 ••
9 ..
3 •• 
9 ..
6 ..

3  0  
0 10 
2 0 
1  3 
1  6 
0 8
4  0  
1  9

SIERRA LEONE.
ti9 st 1884-93. Queen. $d., tjd ., 3d., 4d., 6d., and Jd. on x|d. .
X193* 1884-1907. Queen and King . . . . . .
>194! 1896-7. Queen. ld .t id., x|d., ad., ajd ., 4d., sd.t and is.
xt95t *903-7. King. id. single, Jd. (2), id., i jd .,  ad., aid., and *d. multiple

SIRMOOR.
H96t 189$. Rajah. 3 p., 6 p , t a ., and a a., . . . .
2197! 1900. Service. 6 p., and 1 a. .

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
1298' >893-99. Queen, various types, including O. S.
>>99t 1899. id ., id., 2d., and aid. •

SOUTHERN NIGERIA.
1  soot 1901. Queen, td., 4d., and 6d., . . . . .
xaotf 1902-4. King, single, id., ad., ajd., and 4d. 
i2oa* 1902-7. King, various. . . . •
xao3t 1904-7- King, multiple, id. (a), id., ad., aid., 3d., and 4d.

6 .. 
9
8 .. 
8 ..

4

6 ..
4 --

5  6 
1  0 
5  6 
2 0

0 9 
0 9

0 5 
0 10

010
1 9

V
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TWEEZERS FOR 
HANDLING STAMPS.

These are Invaluable to every Philatelist. 
T hey are of the best obtainable quality, with 

points very slightly milled, so as not to 
damage the Stamps.

T h ey  can be put into water without rusting, 
and can therefore be used in soaking Stamps.

No. i .—L a r g e  S iz e , blunt ends, 5  inches long. 
Price, post-free, 2/7 ; abroad, 3/-.

No. 2.—S mall S ize , 4I inches long. Newest 
size, rounded ends. Price, post-free, 2 / 1; 
abroad, 2/5.

No. 3 .—S mall S ize , 4J inches. Newest size, 
pointed ends. H ig h ly  reco m m en d ed . Price, 
post-free, 2 / 1; abroad, 2/5.

Special Bargains
For G.S.W. Readers.

G R E A T

B R I T A I N
T h e  first tw o Postage 
S ta m p s  e v e r  issued.

1st  May, 1840.

Head of Queen Victoria.

THE “ PHILATELISTS’ 
VADE MECUM ”

{SECURED B Y  LE T T ER S PATENT)

I t  an  entirely Mew and Original Invention for enabling 
Collectors to M ount Stam ps w ithout handling thorn, mid 

it  a  multum in parvo of Philatelic requisites

Id., black, imperf. 
2 d., blue „

Evert/ Collector should em brace this op* 
port unity o f 'obtaining these celebrated 
S ta m p s at a moderate price and in good 

condition, toith postm ark.

T T  consist# of a pair of broad-headed Bat metal tones, one of 
*  which U fitted with a solid wedge. The object o f  this is to 
permit the free end of a mount held by the tongs to be bent 
over, moistened, applied to ihe back of the ttamp, and pressed 
down, and the mount can then be released, the stamp lifted, 
the other end of the mount moistened, and the stamp fastened 
thereby on the page. In the handle is inserted a glass of high 
magnifying power. On one side of the middle part is a milli- 
m&tre scale (divided to half millimetres), and on the other a 
two-inch scale (divided to sixteenths), both accurately marked 
off. The stamp can be firmly held along either scale by the 
tongs. The tongs are made of solid nickel, polfehed, aod fit 
into a  handsome velvet-lined case, the site o f which* when 
dosed, is slightly less than 6 inches long, t |  inches wide, and 
only 4 iocb thick. ___________

Prtoe, w ith case complete, post-free, 2/7 ; abroad, 8/9 .

Special Bargain Price

3 s .  6 d .
POST-FREE.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON.
NEW Y O R K : STA N LEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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The Stamp Collectors’ Library.
A good library of tbe best aad most reliable Philatelic Publications Is a prime necessity to the 
Stamp Collector who wishes to thoroughly study tbe Stamps be collects. Tbe most successful 
collectors pride themselves upon the range of their philatelic libraries. Handbooks and 
other works by writers of established reputation are, In tact. Indispensable to supplement 
the Stamp Catalogue, which at best Is only a Dealer's Price List of what he has to sell.

PRICES QUOTED ARE ALL ROST-FREE.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S  C A T A L O G U E . Part I, British Empire. Cloth, 2/9. Part II, Foreign 
Countries, 2/10.

S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  C O L L E C T IN G . By Major E. B. E vans. A glossary of terms used in 
Stamp Collecting. Invaluable as a reference book. Full of information as to the various kinds 
of paper used, methods of printing, embossing, perforating, etc. Fully illustrated. Paper 
cover, 2/3 j cloth, 4/3.

S T A M P  C O L L E C T IN G  A S  A P A S T IM E . By E dward J .  Na n k iv k l l . A peep behind the 
scenes, explaining how it is that, after nearly half a century, Stamp Collecting has never been 
more popular than it is to-day. Contents: The Charm of Starm> Collecting—Stamps with a 
History—Great Rarities—Romance of Stamp Collecting—Stamp Collecting as an Investment— 
What to Collect and how to Collect, etc. Cloth, 1/3.

A LBU M  W E E D S . By R ev. R. B. E aree. Forgeries and how to detect them. Fully illustrated. 
New and Revised Edition, greatly enlarged. Vol. I now ready, cloth, 8/-; Vol. II, cloth, 8/-.

THE S T A M P  C O LL E C T O R . By W. J .  H ardy  and E. D. Bacon. Contents: Collecting, its 
Origin and Development—Stamps made for Collectors—Art in Postage Stamps—Stamps with 
Stories—History in Postage Stamps—Famous Collections, etc. Cloth, 4/9.

R E P R IN T S  of Postal Adhesives and their Characteristics. By E. D. Bacon. A guide to the Collector 
to enable hint to separate Reprints from originals, with a history and detailed description of all 
known Reprints. With 426 illustrations. Paper cover, 4/3 ; cloth, 5/9.

P O R T U G U E S E  IN D IA . By the late G il b e r t  H arrison  and L ie u t . F. H. Na p ie r , r .n . A  
Handbook for Specialists, full of notes and explanations of all the issues. Two full-page plates. 
Paper cover, 4/9 ; cloth, 6/3.

SO U TH  A U S T R A L IA .  By L ie u t . Na p ie r  and the late G ordon S m ith , m. a . A most exhaustive 
work on the issues of South Australia; indispensable to the Specialist and useful to the General 
Collector. Three full-page plates of photographic illustrations, showing the various types of 
surcharge on the iod. stamps, etc. Cloth, 9/9.

SH A N G H A I. By W. B. T h o rn h ill . An important handbook, with eight full plates of photographic 
illustrations, showing the varieties of the early issues and the later surcharges, etc. Paper cover, 5/3; 
cloth, 7/9.

ST . V IN C E N T . By L ie u t . F . H. Na p ie r , r .n ., and E. D. B acon. Illustrated with two full-page 
autotype plates, one of which shows illustrations of the stamps and surcharges, and the other the 
various perforations found in the stamps of the colony. Paper cover, 5/3; doth, 7/9.

B A R B A D O S . By E. D. Bacon and L ie u t . F. H. Na p ie r , r . n . Illustrated with three autotypes of 
stamps, specially showing all the varieties on the id. on half of 5/—, three facsimile reproductions of 
the Star watermarks, and a list of the number of stamps of each value printed by Messrs. Perkins 
Bacon & Co. and Messrs. De La Rue & Co. Paper cover, 7/9 ; cloth, 10/9.

G R E N A D A . By E. D. B acon and I-ib u t . F. H. Na p ie r , r .n . An exhaustive history of the stamps of 
this colony with their many intricate and minor varieties. Illustrated with nine full-page autotype 
plates. Paper cover, 7/9; cloth, 9/9.

S IC IL Y . By Dr. E m ilio  D ie n a , translated by Major E vans. A complete history of the exceptionally 
interesting series of stamps of this country, with a brief history of Sicily, a biography of the 
celebrated artist by whom the fine portrait of King “ Bomba”  was engraved, a full account 
of the circumstances under which the stamps were issued, of the difficulties in the production 
of the plates, of the various essays and proposals for subsequent issues, and a description of 
the postmarks and obliterations. Illustrated with twenty full-page autotype plates, showing seven 
complete or reconstructed sheets, varieties of retouches, etc., and various illustrations in the text. 
Paper cover, 21/5; half morocco, 30/5.

TH E M U L R E A D Y  E N V E L O P E  and its Caricatures. By M ajor E . B. E vans. W'ith 45 full-page 
illustrations of the most curious varieties of these interesting caricatures.. Cloth, 6/4.

A F R IC A . Compiled by the Philatelic Society of London. Part I, comprising British Bechuanaland, 
British East Africa, British Central Africa, British South Africa, and the Cape of Good Hope. 
Many full-page plates. Price 40/3. Part II, comprising Gambia, Gold Coast, Griqualand, Lagos, 
Madagascar, Matabeleland, Mauritius, and Natal With thirteen full-page illustrations, and one 
sheet of cotouied autotype illustrations. Paper cover, 16/4. Part II I , completing the African 
Colonies. Price 40/6.

INDIA A N D  C E Y L O N . Compiled by the Philatelic Society of London. With twenty-four full-page 
autotype illustrations. Paper cover, 25/4.

ORE A T  B R IT A IN . By Ha stin g s E. W r ig h t  and A. B. C r b e k e , J un. A complete history of the
stamps of our own country. With many full-page plates and numbers of illustrations in the text. 
Paper cover, 24/6 ; supplement, paper cover, 2/7.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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G R E A T E R  B R I T A I N  P A C K E T S
OF

British Colonial Stamps.
N O  D U P L IC A T E S .

E very  Packet o f  th is S e rie s  contains different 
varieties, no S tam p  being in clu d ed  in tw o Packets, 
and p u rch asers w ill b y  th is novel m ethod be saved  
the in con ven ien ce  of acquiring du plicates, w h ich  is 
as a rule the ban e o f m ost p ack et buying.

Price.
No. 1 1 1 contains 2 0 varieties of Stamps of Asia . 6 d.

n 1 1 2 t t 2 5 » 33 33 • 2/-
33 113 t t 40 33 33 3/6
tt 114 t t 4 0 33 33 13 6 /6

ft 115 i t 50 33 33 33 » . 16/6
tt 116 t t 45 33 31 . 12/-
tt 117 i t 30 33 33 • V -
tt 118 i t 40 33 33 33 » . 2 1/-
tt 1 2 1 tt 2 0 33 33 Africa. 6 d.
tt 1 2 2 it 25 33 33 33 • 2 / 6

tt 141 tt 2 0 13 33 West Indies 9d.
tt 142 tt 2 0 13 33 33 21-
tt 151 tt 25 11 11 Australasia . 6 d.
i t 152 tt 30 33 33 33 1 / 6

t t 153 tt 30 33 33 33 4/6

GRAND NEW VARIETY PACKETS.
In order to meet the wishes of a great number, of our customers, we have prepared a series 
of packets, as under, entirely different from one another, no stamp in any one packet being 
in any of the rest of the series; and the purchaser of the series of eight packets will have 
1305 extra good varieties, and no duplicates.

These packets do not contain any Post Cards, cut Envelopes, Fiscals, or Reprints, and 
are well recommended as good value, and are only a small proportion of the Catalogue 
value of the single stamps contained in them.

No. 70 contains 600 Stamps o f Europe, all different . Price 7/6
71 • 125 Asia „ 7/6
7 2 126 Africa „ 7/6
73 105 3 3 Australia „ • 7/6

, , 74 125 3 3 West Indies,, 7/6
75 125 33 South America, all different . 7/6

3, 76 ,1 100 33 North America „ 7/6
33 77 >3 100 13 Central America , , 7/6

The set of eight packets, containing 1305  varieties, if all bought at one time, will be 
supplied at the special reduced price of 55/-.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39 1 Strand, London, W.C.



THE NINTH EDITION OF
T h e  I m p r o v e d  

P o s t a g e  S t a m p  

A l b u m , N o .  O

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTIETH THOUSAND.

The Best and Largest Album ever Published at the Price. 

176  LARGE PAGES. SPACES FOR 4 7 0 0  STAMPS.
48 extra pages added in this Edition without extra charge.

This Album Is now selling a t the rate of over WOO copies a month.

The demand for this Album has simply been phenomenal, and it gives universal satisfaction—not a single 
complaint has been received. The last Edition had nearly 20 extra pages added, and now another 
48 pages have been added, and all the Geographical and Historical Notes brought fully up to date.

All the newest stamp-issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cayman Islands, Hoi-hao, Dahomey, 
etc. etc., have been added.

At the top of each page there is the name of the country, and a mass of valuable information, including 
date when Stamps were issued, population, area, reigning sovereign, capital, etc. Spaces of proper sizes 
are provided for all Stamps, and the book is bound in a superior manner in art cloth. The Album contains 
a pocket to hold duplicate Stamps, and Fifty Stamps will be presented g ra tis  with each Album. 
There is also an Illustrated Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with prices attached that we pay for each.

Price, bound in handsome art doth, post-free, 1/3.

UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS.
E. S . s a y s : “  I asked a friend where the liest place was to buy a Stamp Album cheap. He referred me 

to you, saying that he had bought one and sold it again next day for 1/9, after keeping the stamps.”
A. A. w rites: “  I received your Stamp Album on Thursday, and I wonder how you can sell it so cheap; 

for as soon as a friend saw it he offered me 2/6 for it. Please send me another.”
C. A. W . w rites: “  Please send me one of your marvellous 1 /- Albums, with packet of stamps, in order 

that I may convince my incredulous friends that such a thing is possible.”
Miss M. R . writes from Piccadilly: “  I was greatly pleased with the Album I received this morning, 

which all my friends admired, and thought it very cheap.”
J .  P ., W est Norwood: “  A friend of mine has one, and dirtctly I saw it I offered to buy i t ; but he 

would not sell it, so please send one.”
E . A . T ., Gampole, Ceylon: “  The Improved Postage Stamp Album, together with the packet of stamps, 

reached me quite safe. It is fully worth the amount, viz., 1 /-, I paid for it. I wonder how you can sell it 
so cheap as that, for when I received it a friend of mine saw it and offered 7 rs. 50 cts (equal to ics. 4d.) for it ”

F . E . R . L ., Trinidad : “ Your Album is the best I have seen for even 2/-, so it is indeed cheap for 1/-.”
W . J .  E . B ., Newcastle, N ata l: “ Your No. o Album to hand, with thanks. I must agaio compliment

you on its excellence, as I can out here sell it for at least 3/-, and the stamps for another 9d. or so. I will 
take an early opportunity of sending for half a dozen.”

R. D., Ewan's City, Pa., U .S .A .: “  Please find enclosed 35 c. for one Improved Sump Album and 50 
stamps. I have a friend who has one, and said that he would not take a dollar for it.”

W. H. B ., Fairhaven, M a ss .: “  I have received the Album and am much pleased with it. I would 
not sell it for 50 cents if I could not get another. I f I  can turn any trade your way I shall try to do so, for 
I believe you to be a good square man to deal with.”

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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Stamp Collections Register
W E  have many collections offered to us that for one reason or another we do not wish to pur

chase, and we have therefore decided to open this “ Stam p Collections Register ” in order to 
bring under the notice of our 1 2,000 readers o f the “  Stam p Weekly ”  the different pro

perties that may be placed in our hands. In addition to publishing this Register in our paper we 
also issue the Register in pamphlet form and send it to a large number of good buyers who do 
not subscribe to “  G .S. W.”

The following will be the first conditions that must be agreed to when we enter a collection 
upon this Register.

1st.—The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is offered tor sale.
2nd.—The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea [j£ 1. is.) for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register.
3rd.—The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent (10 %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4th.— Collections should be sent to 391 St r a n d , London , in order that a careful and dttailed 

description may be written.
5th.—Collections may be inspected at 391 Str a n d , W.C.
6th.—The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind.
7th.—Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.—No collection will be entered in this R egister at a less price than Twenty Pounds.
9th.—Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., either as tu 

the genuineness or condition of the stamps; but S. G ., Ltd., are willing to report on any 
stamps in Collections on the Register' at their usual terms.

1 0 t h . — C o l le c t o r s  a r e  a d v i s e d  t o  f ix  t h e  v e r y  lo w e s t  p r ic e  t h e y  w i l l  a c c e p t ,  in  t h e  f ir s t  in s t a n c e ,  a s  th is 
w i l l  e n s u r e  a  q u i c k e r  s a le  a n d  s a v e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

nth .—It will greatly facilitate a sale if the owner will calculate the current catalogue price of his 
stamps.

No. 42. A  FINE SPECIALIZED COLLECTION OF

P E R U
INCLUDING PACIFIC STEAM  NAVIGATION  

COMPANY’S STAMPS.
T h is Collection has been formed in South America, and contains a number of varieties 
that are hardly ever to be found in English collections. It is especially strong in the War 
issues, and the numerous rare surcharges.

Among the better things, we note—
Pacific Steam N avigation Company, \ real, blue, used ; 2  reales on 

blue, unused.
In PERU, a fine lot of the 1858-60, unused, also the errors medio peso, orange, 

unused and used ; medio peso, red, used. In the issue of 1868 a very rare Stamp is the 
1 dinero, with inverted arms, unused. In the provisionals of 1880 there are many rare errors, 
such as inverted and double surcharges. Numerous types of the triangular are included 
in each issue.

THE COLLECTION CONTAINS 619 PIECES, 
and the price fixed by the owner is

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  t t l e e k l y
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“ T h e  m o n t h l y  S o u r n a l . ”

T h e  m o s t  p o p u la r  W e e k ly  S t a m p  J o u r n a l  fo r  
th e  g e n e r a l  c o l l e c t o r  a n d  s p e c i a l i s t .

P R E P A ID  S U B SC R IP T IO N S must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months ... is. 8d. 40 C . fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 „ 3s* 3d. 80 C . fc. 4.00 m* 3-25

12  ............................ 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S . W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
instead of folded as it would be if posted.

C o n t e n t s .
#T 'H E  last number in each month is a special number 
1  that is edited by M AJO R ED W A RD  B. E V A N S, 

and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CH AS. J .  P H IL L IP S , 
and contain amongst other subjects
The Countries of the World. By W. P. Barnsdall.

Topical Notes. By Chas. J . Phillips.

New Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature.
By Frank Phillips.

Twentieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal

ing with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World's Press.
A Special Feature is made of L E T T E R S  FRO M  OUR 

C O R R ESPO N D EN TS all over the World.
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
Answers to Correspondents.
About every other number contains an offer of a 

S P E C IA L  BA RG A IN  to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a  L ist of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

N OTICE. —  Publishers o f  Magazines, & c., who 
exchange with **G. S. W.*’ are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to  send one cop y  o f  their publica
tions direct to  Major EVAN S, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
S T A N L E Y  GIBBON S, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, 
W .C .

Ed ito r ia l  Comm unications.— A ll communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

T he Editors, G. S. TV. , '
391 Strand, Londpn, W .C .

Correspondence .—T he Editors regret that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head o f  
** Answers to Correspondents.*'

C o v e r s  f o r  B inding  V olumes.—O ur publishers 
are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers o f  V ol. V II o f  Gibbons Stamp W eekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-nee.

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  U J e e k l y
BOUND VO LU M ES.

T hb following volumes, welt bound in red art cloth, lettered 
front and back, and with all advertisements and covers bound 
in, can now be supplied Pr/cei

P e r i o d .  s .  d .

Vol. 1 . Jan. to June, 1905 . 25 0
„  2 . Ju ly to Dec., 1905 . 10 6
>1 3 Jan. to June, 1900 . 10 6
.» 4 July to Dec., 1906 . 4 9
i> 5 * Jan. to June, 1907 . 4 9
„  6 ., Ju ly to Dec., 1907 . 4 9
.. 7 •. Jan. to June, 1908 . 4 9

These volumes are replete with useful information to all 
collectors.

The m onthly Jo u rn a l.
T hrsr are replete wt h interesting articles by the best writeis 
of the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector ; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained in them.

Vols. 1 and 2 Out of print S. d.

Vol. 3 . . . post-free 7 6
» 4 • • >1 5 6
II s H 5 0

0 . ♦ • II 6 6

.. 7 • II 6 0
„  8 . . »l 6 0
.. 9 • • II 5 0
„ 10 . II 5 0
,, 11 . • • II 5 0
„ 12 . • II 4 0
.. 13 • • • II 4 0
.. «4 • • • II 4 0
11 *5 • • • II 4 0
„ 16 . • • II 4 0
.. »7 • • • II 4 0
11 18 . • II 4 0

The set of Sixteen Volumes (forming a magnificent library in 
itself), well bound in cloth, is offered as a  S pecial  B argain 
for £ 3  post-free in Great Britain, carriage forward abroad.

EXAMINATION OF STAMPS.—Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
corners, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving'an opinion :— 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed; F. Forged ; G. Genuioe; G.F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R . Reprint.

Do you want to PURCHASE
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collection? I f  so, C O N SU LT  OUR

STAM P COLLECTIONS REGISTER.

Do you want to SELL,
your collection, or any pan of it, at 
the small commission o f Ten per 
cent? I f  so, E N T E R  IT  IN  OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

Fu ll conditions, and List of Thirty-nine Col
lections entered on the Register, sent post-free 

on demand.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d  ( . M S . ) ,  L o n d o n , W .C .
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Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
Arranged alphabetically.

Revised series for 1908, following particulars in Stanley 
Gibbons' last Priced Catalogue.

SPECIAL ATTENTION Is d raw n  to the LOW P R I C E S  a t  w h ich  th e se  S e t s  a r e  offered—In m ost 
cases th ese  w ill  be found to  be from  2 0  to 3 0  per cen t le ss  than  w h a t  th e  S ta m p s  w o u ld  cost If 
bought se p a ra te ly . ________________

Used.* Unused.t  Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In Ordering It Is only necessary to  quote Name o f  Country,
Number o f  8et, and the Price.

No. of 
Set. 

1,204*

i,so6!
i.aoyt
I ,2O0f
1,209*
x,aio!
I,2II*
1 , 3 1 s t
1,2 13 !
1,214*
> , 3 J 5 t

SPAIN, No in
Set.

1852-82. Various types. . . 37 ..
1856-64. Queen. . . . . . . 3 ..
1870. 1 m. (2), 2 m., and 25 m. . 4 ..
1876. King, 10 c., ao c., 25 c.. 50 C., 1 p., and 4 p. . . . . i  . .
1889. Baby King, 2 c., 5 c. (2), 15 c., ami 25 c. . . . 5 ..
1889. p . e c. to top. . . . 13 ..
1900-2. King Alfonso, 2 c., 5 c., :o c., 15 c , 25 c., and 30 c. . . 6
1900-4. ,} 2 c .f 5 c ,  ioc ., 15 c. (3), 20 c., 25 c., and x p. 9 ••
190s. Don Quixote, 5 c. to 50 c. . . . . . 7 ••
1874-5. Carlist stamps. . , . . . . 3 ..
1874-98. War Tax stamps. . . . . 7 ..
1854-98. Official and Parliamentary . 5 ..

s. rf. 
3 6 
0 8 
0 9 
2 6
0 9 
2 0
1  2 
0 6 
2 6 
0 6 
0 6 
0 9

SPANISH GUINEA.
t.aaof 1903. Haby King, J  c. to 5 c. . . ■ • 7 •• 1 6
t,aait 1907. Hoy King, 1 c. to 5 c. . $ 1 0

STRAITS SETTLEM EN TS.
t.aaat 1883 -1900. Queen, 2 c., 4 c., 5 c., 10 c., 24 c., and 32 c. . . . 6 .. 4 0
1,233* „  ,, 2 c., 3 c. on 32 c., 4 c., 5 c., 8 c., 30 c ,  and 30 c. on 32 c. . 7 . .  1  0
1,884! 1887-1900. Provisionals, various. . . . . to 3 0
1 ,1 15 ! 1892-9. Queen, 1 c., 3 c. (2), 5 c., and 8 c. . . . . . . 5 - 1 3
i,as6! 1902. King, single wmk., 1 c., 3 C., 4 C., 5 c., ami 8 C. . 5 1 2
i,aa8* 1902-7. „  both wmks., 1 c. (2), 3 c. (2), 4 c. (3), and 10 c. • • . 8 0 6
i,as9t 1903-7. 1, large head, 1 c. and 4 c. (2). . . » . 3 •• 0 6
1,130* 1907. On Labuan, 4 c. on 10 c., 8 c., and 10 c. . . 3 - 2 3

SUDAN.
> ,131! 1898-1906. Camel, 4 m., 5 m., and 1 p.
i,*3t* I, ,| 1 m., 2 m., 3 m., 5 m., and 5 m. on 5 p.

3 •
5 •

0 9 
0 8

SUNGEI UJONG.
1 ,13 3 ! 1691-4. Tiger, 3 c. (3), 5 c., and 3 c. on 5 c. 4 1 9

SURINAM.
1,834! 1873-88. King, 3 &, 2} c., 3 c ,  and 15 c. . 4
1 ,13 5 ! 1891-9. Figure type, 1 c. to 5 c. . 5
<,•36! 1892. Provisional.'!, a j c., three varieties . 3
1,137 ! 1898-1900. Provisionals on King, ioc. on »o, 25, and 30 c., 25 c. on 40 and 50 c. 5
1,838! Postage Due. 1885. 30 c., 40 c,, and 50 e. . . . . • 3
I ,*39! ,, 1892-7. 3} c. to 40 c. . . 6

1  $ 
0 $ 
0 10 
2 6 
3 6 
2 3

SWEDEN.
1,140! 1872-89. Figure type, 3 ore, 5 fire, 6 ore, and to Ore on 12 Ore. . 4
1,841* , ,  |, many values, including provisional . . 10
1,841* 1885-1904. King Oscar, and figure types . . . . 12
1,14 3! Postage Due 1874. 1  fire, 3 fire, 5 fire, 12 fire, 20 fire, 30 fire, and 50 fire 7
1,844* „  <874. 1 fire, 3 fire, 5 fire, 20 fire, 24 fire, and 30 fire . 6
1,145! Official. 1874. 3 Ore, 4 fire, 5 fire, and 10 fire . • 4
1,146* ,, 1874. Many values . . . . 11

2
0
0
1
0
1
0

$
6
6
0
<
6
9
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N O W  R E A D Y .

TH B FOLLOWING

R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a n d  

R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

GREATER BRITAIN PACKETS OF

B R IT ISH

Colonial Stamps
NO DUPLICATES.

E v e r y  Packet of this series contains dif
ferent varieties, no Stamp being included 
in two Packets, and purchasers will by 
this novel method be saved the incon
venience of acquiring duplicates, which 
is as a rule the bane of most packet 
buying.

S T A M P S  O F  A S I A .

Vo. h i contains 30  varieties. Price, post-free, 7d .
I) 112 n ^5 l» II ** 3/1
*1 ” 3 i) 40  I* II >1 3/7
>» 114 >1 40  II »» »l 6/7
• US it 5®  1* »i ii 16/7
M 116 *i 45 11 I* 11 13/1
II H7 n 3®  n 11 11 4/i
II 118 n 4®  11 i» ii 3 1/ 1

S T A M P S  O F  A F R I C A .

No. 121 contains 30  varieties. Price, post-free, 7d. 
,, 122 ,, 25  >, ,, ,, 3/7

S T A M P S  O F  W E S T  I N D I E S .

No. 141 contains 30  varieties. Price, post-free, lod. 
„  142 „  30  „  „  „  2/1

S T A M P S  O F  A U S T R A L A S I A .

No. 151 contains 3 5  varieties. Price, post-free, 7d. 
.. IS* >. 30  „  „  „  1/7
*1 153 11 3®  it 11 ti 4/7

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.
Cal. No. 1908. Type 72. Portrait o f  San  M artin. s. a. 
188. 15 c.» light yellow-green . . . . 0 6

CANADA.
1908. Tercentenary Commemoration Issue.

145. )  c., sepia . . 0 t
146. 1 c ., green . . 0 1
147. 2 c., rose-carmine . . 0 3
148. 5 c., indigo . . • 0 4
149. 7 c., olive-green 0 S
150. 10 c., deep purple-mauve . 0 7
151. 15 c., reddish orange . . . 0 10
152. 20 c., brown . t 1

Pull S e t of E ig h t V alues, 3s . 3d.

HONG KONG.
1907. K ing's Head. M ultiple watermark.

117a . 6 c., vermilion and purple . . . used o 1

JAPANESE CHINA.
1900 6. Stamps o f  Japan, os<crprinted w ith Chinese 

characters.
•102. }  sen, slate . . . . .  used o t
417. sen, purple . . , , 0 1

LOURENZO MARQUES.
.1898. Type 6. Shade o f  No. “ft .

3Ga. 5 r., orange-yellow . . . . 0 3

NEW ZEALAND.
1907. Pictorial stamps overprinted *4 op pi 

648. $d., yellow-green
644. id., carmine . . . .
045. 2d., mauve . . . .
647. 3d , bistre-brown
648. 6d., pink . . . .
640. is ., pale red . . . .
649a . 3S., blue-green

PARAGUAY.
1901-3. Type 3t, surcharged with Type 33, reading 

downwards.
74a. 1 c. on x p., slate-blue . . . . 15 o

1904-8. Type 39. Lion.
105. 5 c., deep blue . . . . . 0 3
117. 10 c., emerald green . . . .  used o a

1908. Type 35, overprinted “  OFICIAL ”  and surcharged 
with Type 43.

140a. 5 c. on 60 C., mauve . , . . . 4 0
1908. Type 66, surcharged with Type 43.

141a. 5 c. on xo c.. purple . . . . . 4 0
1908. Type 66, surcharged with Type 44.

5 c. on so c., pink . . . 4 0
5 c. on 60 c., Prussian blue . . . . 0 4
5 c. on 60 c., „  „  . . used o 4
5 c. on 60 c., orange-brown . ‘ . 0 4

1908. Type 40. Official, overprinted w ith Type 42.
1 p.t black and orange . • t 3

1904-8. Type 66. Lion.
256. 3 c., orange . . . 

5 c., greenish blue . .
. . 0 6

264. . xs 0
205. 5 c ,  bluish state . 15 0

SIAM.
1908. Type 50. New value.

169. 18 a , pale and deep red-brown . used 0 9

used o 3
,, o 1
. , 0  3 
,, t 0
.* * 9. . 3 6  
„  12 6

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON.
NEW Y O R K : STA N LEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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TWEEZERS FOR 
HANDLING STAMPS.

These are invaluable to every Philatelist. 
They are of the best obtainable quality, with 

points very slightly milled, so as not to 
damage the Stamps.

They can be put Into water without rusting, 
and can therefore be used in soaking Stamps.

No. I .— L a r g e  S iz e , blunt ends, 5 inches long.
Price, post-free, 2/7; abroad, 3/-.

No. 2 .—S m all S iz e , 4 !  inches long. Newest 
size, rounded ends. Price, post-free, 2 / 1 ;  
abroad, 2/5-

No. 3.—S m all S iz e , 4f inches. Newest size, 
pointed ends. H ighly recommended. Price, 
post-free, 2 / 1 ;  abroad, 2/5.

THE “ PHILATELISTS’ 
VADE MECUM”

{S E C U R E D  B Y  L E T T E R S  P A T E N T )

Is an entirely New and Original Invention for enabling 
Colleeton to Mount Stamps without handling them, and 

Is a multum In panto of Phllatello requisites.

I T  consists of a pair of broad-headed flat meu) toogs. one of 
1  which is fitted with a solid wedge. The object o f  this is to 
permit the free end of a mount held by the tongs to be beot 
over, moistened, applied to the back of the stamp, and pressed 
down, and the mount can then be released, the stamp lifted, 
the other end o f the mount moistened, and the stamp fastened 
thereby on the page. In the handle is inserted a glass of high 
magnifying power. On one side of the middle part is a milli
metre scale (divided to half millimetres), and on the other a 
two-inch scale (divided to sixteenths), both accurately marked 
off. The stamp can be firmly held along either scale by the 
tongs. The tongs are made of solid oicltel, polished, and fit 
into a handsome velvet-lined case, the site of which, when 
closed, is slightly less than 6 ioches long, t )  inches wide, and 
only j  inch thick.

I-----------
Pilot, with omo oompte a  post-free, 2/7; abroad, 3/9.

SURCHARGE MEASURER.

T h e  accompanying illustration will give the best idea of what 
this is. It consists of a pair of needle-pointed spring com
passes, capable, by means of an adjusting screw, o f measuring 
with the greatest accuracy all surcharges up to 40 millimetres 
in length. In addition to the measure a millimetre gauge is 
obtained by running the head of the screw along a piece of 
paper, a series of lines exactly a millimetre apart being thus 
indented in the paper. For measuring surcharges on such 
stamps as Natal, Straits Settlements, &c., this will be found 
invaluable, and also in the detection of forgeries—a forgery or 
forged surcharge very seldom being exactly the same size as the 
original.

Price, post-free, 7/7 ; abroad, 7111,

POCKET
MAGNIFYING GLASSES.

A fter  examining some scores of different sorts, we have been 
able to get one combining the greatest power with the largest 
field obtainable for pocket use. These glasses are mounted 
in handsome vulcanite frames, and are very compact. There 
are two lenses in each, which may be used singly, or if a very 
strong power is desired, may b« combined.

Price, post-free, 7 1 7 ;  abroad, 8{4 .

NEW STAMP 
MAGNIFYING GLASS.

We have pleasure in bringing to the ootice of 
our readers the New Magnifying Glass shown 
in the above illustrations. It is specially 
useful for the examination of stamps, to find 
out the plate-numbers and for the detection of 
forgeries in conjunction with the new edition 
of Album  Weeds. It is used by placing the 
flat side in contact with the stamp to be examined.

Price, post-free In Great Britain, 5 }1 ; abroad, 61-

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L im ite d , 3 9 1 ,  S t r a n d ,  LO N D O N , W .C .
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“ S I M P L E X ”

B L A N K  A L B U M S
F o r Postage Sta m p s.

I n response to numerous demands we have just produced a new BLAN K  ALBU M  at a 
popular price.

It contains 150 specially prepared leaves of s t o u t  h ig h ly  g la z e d  p a p e r , printed with 
grey border, quadrille background, and tablet for name of country, secured in place, together 
with a protecting wrapper, by a s p r in g *  b a c k  cover.

The leaves can be easily removed or replaced by taking them and their wrapper in one 
hand, and with the other hand pressing back the cover until its two edges meet, as shown 
in the illustration.

“ S I M P L E X .” 150 leaves, cloth cover, bevelled boards, lettered on back, with blank 
panel in which particulars of contents can be inserted.

Price 12/6 ; post-free in U.K. 18 / 1 ;  abroad extra.
LOOSE LEAVES, lOd. per dozen; 5/- per 100, post-free.

Bound in dark green or roarone. When ordering mention colour desired.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N , W .C .



I

Netd Edition, / 9 0 S- Illustrated,

The IMPROVED

POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM
#

SIXTEENTH  
EDITION.
Greatly Enlarged and Re-written. 

S i z e  o f Page, 7 0 x 7} in.One Hundred Stamps, all different, are presented toltb eacD Album sold.
C o ver o f  No. 3 .

,̂ rHIS new Edition is printed on a superior quality paper, especially made for it, and is now 
profusely illustrated. About 700 full-sized types of stamps are shown, which will be of great 

use to the collector in correctly placing the stamps.
The shape is oblong, and spaces are provided according to the different requirements of the 

various countries.
A large number of guards have been provided so that the Album shall not bulge when full. 
The Album is divided into Continents, and the name of the country only is given at the head 

of each section.
Eighty different watermarks are illustrated in actual size, and lists are given of the various 

watermarks of the different countries.
Special attention has been paid to the binding, which is exceptionally strong, and the covers are 

artistically designed.

P R I C E S  ( a l l  w e l l  p a c k e d ) ;

No. 2 . —Strongly and neatly bound in Plain Cloth, gilt lettered back and sides, 304 pages.
P r ic e  3 /6 ;  p o s t- fr e e , 4 / - ;  a broad, 4 /7. 

N o. 3 . —Well bound in Art Vellum, as illustration, blocked in gold and colours, 304 pages.
P r ic e  5 / - ;  p o s t - fr e e , 5 /6 ;  abroad, 6 /2 .

No. 4 .—Handsomely half bound, Art Vellum sides, gold lines and gilt letters on back, gilt edges, 
with extra leaves after each Continent, for new issues, making in all 368 pages.

P r ic e  7/6 ;  p o s t - fr e e , 8 / - ;  abroad, 8 /1 0 .

E X T R A  L E A V E S

C an b e  s u p p lie d  to  ib i s  a n d  th e  o ld e r  sm a ll s ix es, a s  u n d e r :

1 4 th  o r  tS th  E d it io n ...Plain edges, for Nos. 2 or 3
POST-FRB8.

9 d, perdoz.; 5 j-  per V>o
Gilt , ,  , , No. 4 ... 1/3 „ 8/6 „

I 2 tb  o r  1 3 th  E d it io n  (sm a lle r  slxe)
Plain edges, for Nos. 2 or 3 6 d. „ 3 1 9  „

Gilt , ,  „ No. 4 ... II- „ 7/- „

ST A N L E Y  GIBBONS. Ltd.. 391 Strand. London, W.C.
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Stamp Collections Register
W E  have many collections offered to us that for one reason or another we do not wish to pur

chase, and we have therefore decided to open this “ Stam p Collections Register ”  in order to 
bring under the notice of our 12,000 readers of the “  Stam p Weekly ”  the different pro

perties that may be placed in our hands. In addition to publishing this Register in our paper we 
also issue*the Register in pamphlet form and send it to a  large number of good buyers who do 
not subscribe to “  G .S. W.”

The following will be the first conditions that must be agreed to when we enter a collection 
upon this Register.

1st.—The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is offered for sale.
2nd.—The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea (£ 1 .  is.) for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register.
3rd.—The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent (10 %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4th.—Collections should be sent to 391 S t ra n d , L ondon, in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written.
5th.—Collections may bit inspected ai 391 St ra n d , W.C.
6tb.—The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind.
7th.—Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.—No collection will be entered in this Register at a less price than Twenty Pounds.
9th.—Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., either as to 

the genuineness or condition of the stamps; but S. G ., Ltd., are willing to report on any 
stamps in Collections on the Register at their usual terms.

10th.—Collectors are advised to fix the very lowest price they will accept, in the first instance, as this 
will ensure a quicker sale and save cc respondence.

nth.—It will greatly facilitate a sale if the owner will calculate the current catalogue price of his 
stamps. __________________

N o - 41 ■ A  VERY FINE SPECIALIZED COLLECTION OF

COLOMBIA AND ITS STATES
FORMED IN SOUTH AM ERICA.

T his collection is fairly complete, and has been made by one of the advanced collectors of South America, 
who has now placed the collection in our hands for sale.

The stamps are all in exceptionally fine condition, and the great bulk are unused. The collection con* 
tains a large number of uncatalogued varieties, many of which we now see for the first time.

Among the better things we note, in Colombia, 1859, 10 c., yellow, t$U-btcket mint; i860, 5 c., blue, 
ttte'bicke; 1861, the set, all unused, excepting the 10 c., blue. 1862, 20 c., red, used ; I peso on white and 
blue paper ; 1863, 50 c., red, error of colour.

In Cali there are 18 different varieties of the 1879 issue.
In Antioquia the 1868 issue has the 2} c. and 10 c., used ; the 5 c. and the 1 peso, unused. The other 

issues here are very complete, and include a number of rarities on laid and on wove paper. In the 1886 issue, 
there is an interesting pair showing the centre of one stamp erased.

The issues for Barranquilla are very complete, and include a number of very fine shades.
In Bolivar there is the 10 c., green, first issue, and the later issues almost complete, including the 

20 c., green, error; the ! peso of 180O on blue laid paper, and other rarities.
The local issues of C artagena are nearly complete, and include a large number of errors, and many 

varieties we have not chronicled.
The Panama are an exceptionally fine lot, and include a large number of errors in the issue of 1894.
The Republic o f  Panama are about the finest thing in the collection, and this section is extremely com

plete, aad includes many really great rarities, both in singles and pairs; in fact, it is one of the finest lots of 
these stamps that we have ever met with.

The Tolim a include a good lot of the first issue, and some scarce errors and varieties in the later issues.

The collection contains 2445  pieces, and the price fix e d  bp the otoner is

At which we can well recommend this as a very advantageous purchase.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C
8
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  U l e e k l y
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“ T h e  m o n t h l y  3© u n n a l.”
T h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  W e e k l y  S t a m p  J o u r n a l  fo r  

t h e  g e n e s a l  c o l l e c t o r  a n d  s p e c i a l i s t .

PR EPA ID  SU B SCRIPTIO N S must com m ence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the follow ing rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U .S.A .
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months ... is . 8d. 40 c . fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 - 3S. 3d. 80 c. fc. 4.00 ra. 3.25

12  ,, 6s. fid. $ 1.6 0 fc. 8,00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S . W . from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
instead o f folded as it would be if posted.

C ontents.
T H E  last number in each month is a special number 
1  that is edited by MAJOR E D W A R D  B. EVAN S, 

and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers o f the day.

The other numbers are edited by CHAS. J. P H ILLIPS, 
and contain amongst other subjects
The Countries of the World. By W . P. BarnsdaU. 
Topical Notes. By Chas. J .  Phillips.
New Issues and Discoveries. A  Special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal.

ing with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the W orld’s Press.
A Special Feature is made of L E T T E R S FROM  OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS all over the World. 
Philatelic Societies* Deports.
Answers to Correspondents.
About every other number 'contains an offer of a 

SPEC IAL BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

: to purchase for easb.

NOTICE. — Publishers o f  Magazines, & c., who 
exchange with “ G. S. W .”  are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one cop y  o f their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
ST A N L E Y  G IBBON S, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, 
W .C .

E d i t o r i a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s . — A H  communica
tions inteoded for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G. S. W .t
391 Strand, London, W .C .

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e . — T h e  Editors- regret' that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head o f  
*• Answers to Correspondents."

C o v e r s  f o r  B i n d i n g  V o l u m e s . — O u r  p u b l i s h e r s  
a r e  n o w  p r e p a r e d  t o  s u p p l y  s p e c ia l  c o v e r s  f o r  b i n d i n g  
t h e  n u m b e r s  o f  V o l .  V II o f  Gibbons Stamp W eekly in  
a r t  c lo t h ,  l e t t e r e d  f r o n t  a n d  b a c k ,  a t  i s .  6 d .  p o s t - f r e e .

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  U l e e k l y
BOUND VO LU M ES. ,

T h s  following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered. 
Iront and back, and with all advertisements and covers bound 
in, can now be s u p p l i e d / > r;ce, post-free.

Period. s . d.
Vol. i . Jan. to June, 1905 . 25 0

„ 2 . July to Dec., 1905 . 10 6
,, 3 . Jan. to June, 1900 . 10 6
, , 4  . July to Dec., 1906. . 4 9  
„ 5 . Jan. to June, 1907 o 4 9
, ,  6 .  July to D e c . ,  1907 .  4 9
,, 7 . Jan. to June, 1908 . 4 9

These volumes are replete -with useful information' to all 
collectors.

The monthly Joutmal.
T hese are replete with interesting articles by the best wriieis 
of the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector ; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained in them. 1 ■/

Vols. 1 and 2 Out of print r. d:
Vol. 3 . . . post-free 7 6

<i 4 • »» s 6
»» 5 * * * » s 0
„  6 . . • • n 6 6
11 7 • . . tt 6 0
„  8 . . • » 6 0
•1 9 • • • 11 5 0
„  10 . • • *> 5 0
„  XI . • • *t 5 0
„  12 . 4 0
n «3 • • ** 4 0
1. »4 • • • »* 4 0
1. * 4 0
ii 16 • • • n 4 0

17 • • ** 4 0
18 . • M 4 0

The set of Sixteen Volumes (forming a magnificent library in 
itself), well bound in cloth, is offered as a S pecial B argain 
for J S o  post-free in Great Britain, carriage forward abroad.

EXAMINATION OF STAMPS.—Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
comers, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only bjr experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows: ts. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving as opinion 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed ; F. Forged ; G. Genuine; G. F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R . Reprint.

Do you want to PURCHASE
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collection? I f  so, C O N SU LT  OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER.

Do you want to SELL
your collection, or any part of it, at 
the small commission o f Ten per 
cent? I f  so, E N T E R  IT  I t f  OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a  greater publicity thao 
you can obtain by any other means.

F u l l  c o n d it io n s ,  a n d  L i s t  o f  T h i r t y - n i n e  C o l*  
le c t i o n s  e n te r e d  o n  th e  R e g is t e r ,  s e n t  p o s t-fre e  

o n  d e m a n d .

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 91  S t r a n d  ( H» . ) ,  L o n d o n , W .C .

• » W- -

* -  -
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  U J e e k l y
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“ T h e  m o n t h l y  ^ J o u r n a l .”
T h e  m o s t  p o p u la r  W e e k ly  S t a m p  J o u r n a l  fo r  

th e  g e n e s a l  c o l l e c t o r  a n d  s p e c i a l i s t .

P R E P A ID  SU B SC R IP T IO N S must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Caoada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months ... is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 3s- 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m- 3-25

12  „ t>s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G, S . W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railw ay Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
instead o f folded as it would be if posted.

C o n t e n t s .
'T 'H E  last number in each month Is a  special number 
1  that is edited by M AJO R ED W ARD  B. E V A N S, 

and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CH AS. J .  P H IL L IP S , 
and contaio amongst other subjects
The Countries o f the World. B y W . P . BamsdalL 

Topical Notes. By Cbas. J .  Phillips.

New Issues and Discoveries, a  special Feature.
By Frank Phillips.

Twentieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal

ing with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World's Press.
A Special Feature is made of L E T T E R S  FRO M  OUR 

C O RRESPO N D EN TS all over the World.
Philatelic Societies* Reports.
Answers to Correspondents.
Abont every other number contains an offer of a 

S P E C IA L  BARG A IN  to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a  L ist of Stamps we wish 

: to purchase for cash.

N O TIC E. —*Publishers o f Magazines, A c., who 
exchange with “ G. S . W ."  are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one copy o f their publica
tions direct to Major E V A N S, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, Ltd., 301 Strand, London, 
W .C .

E d i t o r i a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s . — All communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G. S . W,t
391 Strand, London, W .C .

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e .— The Editors* T e g r e t  that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be deait with under the head of 
“  Answers to Correspondents."

C o v e r s  f o r  B i n d i n g  V o l u m e s . — Our publishers 
are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers o f Vol. V II  o f Gibbons Stamp Weekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  U J e e k l y
BOUND VO LU M ES. ,

T iik  following volumes, well bound in red art doth, lettered. 
Iront and back, and with all advertisements turd covers bound 
in, can now be s u p p l i e d Price, post-free.

Period. s .  d .
Vol. i . Jan. to June, 1905 . 25 0

„ 2 . July to Dec., 1905 . 10 6
,, 3 . Jan. to June, 1900 . 10 6
„ 4 . July to Dec., 1906 . 4 9  
„  5 . Jan. to June, 1907 4 9
,, 0 . July to Dec:, 1907 . 4 9
„ 7 . Jan. to June, 1908 . 4 9

These volumes are replete -with useful information to all 
collectors.

The monthly Journal.
T hrss are replete with Interesting articles by the best writeis 
of the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will And contained in them. - >'

►

Vols. t and 2 Out of print s. J:
Vol. 3 . . . post-free 7 6

*. 4 • • H 5 6
»» 5 ♦ ♦ ♦ n 5 0

2 . . -• • >» 6 6
,, 7 . • • * » 6 0
„  8 . . • >» 6 0
.. 9 • ♦ ♦ » 5 0
„  10 . 5 0

• • »t 5 0
„  12 . 4 0
.. 13 • 4 0
.. *4 • ♦ ♦ *» 4 0

15 »♦ 4 0
„  16 . ♦ ♦ •* 4 0
., 17 . ♦ » ** 4 0
,. 18 . ♦ • ti 4 0

The set o f Sixteen Volumes (forming a magnificent library in 
itself), well bound In cloth, is offered as a S pecial B argain 
for £ 3  post-free in Great Britain, carriage forward abroad.

EXAMINATION OF STAMPS.—Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
comers, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the fakiog fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows: is. per sump, posuge and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent' lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giviog an opinion 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed; F . Forged ; G. Genuine; G.F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R . Reprint

Do you want to PURCHASE
a  really cheap, specialized or general 
collection? I f  so, C O N SU L T  OUR

STAM P COLLECTIONS REGISTER. 

Do you want to SELL
your collection, o>r any part, o f it, at 
the small commission of Ten per 
cent? I f  so, E N T E R  IT  IN  OUR

STAM P COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Tweoty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

F u l l  c o n d it io n * ,  a n d  L i s t  o f  T h i r t y - n i n e  C o l
le c t i o n s  e n te r e d  o n  i h e  R e g is t e r ,  s e n t  p o s t-fr e e  

o n  d e m a n d .

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d  ( « . ) ,  L o n d o n , W .C .
*■ 2
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G I B B O N S s t a m p  w e e k u y ,

A NOVEL COMPETITION.

N a m e ......................

A d d r e s s . ,

Envelopes containing answers to be addressed—
G I B B O N S  S T A M P  V K I K L r '

I N  S T R A U B ,  B O H D O R , W JO..
and marked “  Competition."  AH answers to be sent in by the 1st December, 1908,
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Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
A rra n g e d  a lp h a b e t ic a lly .

R ev ised  s e r ie s  f o r  1 9 0 8 , fo llo w in g  p a rticu la rs  in S ta n tep  
G ib b on s ' la s t P r iced  C ata logu e.

S P E C I A L  A T T E N T IO N  Is d ra w n  to th e  L O W  P R IC E S  a t  w h ic h  theae S e t s  are  ottered—In m ost 
■ cases th e se  w ill be found to  b e  from  20  to  3 0  per cen t less th a n  w h a t  th e  S ta m p s  w ou ld co st If 
bought se p a ra te ly . ________________

U sed* Unused. + Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In O rderin g it Is only necessary to  quote Nam e o f C ountry, 
N um ber o f  8et, and the Price.

N o. of 
Set.

i ,s 5*t
1,15 s *
M 53t
M 54t
i,»SSt
1,156*

S W IT Z E R L A N D .
1869-78. E a r ly  type, 9 c ., 5 c., 10 c., 20 c., 25 c., 30 c., and 40 c.
18 8 1-  2. , H elvetia, 2 c. to x fr.
1882- 1902.  ̂ Various types, including high values 
1900, Ju bilee , including re*engraved 5 c . .
1905-8. F igure type, 9 c. to 15 c.
1907-8. N ew  types, 2 c. to 15 c.
Postage Due. 1878-80, i c . , 2  c.. 20 c ., and too c.

N o in 
Set.

• 7
• 9
• *7
• 4 

6 
6 
4

x. d. 
0 6 
0 6 
1  0 
1  0 
0 9 
0 8 
0 6

T A H IT I.
1,257 ! *903* Provisionals, xo c. on 15, 25, and 30 c.

T A S M A N IA .
*,*58! 1857-70. E a r ly  type. Shades o f id ., red, imperf. . 
i,s59 t 18 7 1-9 1. id .,  I A S wide, 2d., 8d., and 2^d. on 9d., T A S  close 
i,^6of 1893-190^. Queen, small, Jd ., 6d., is . ,  and i jd . on sd. 
x,*6xt 1900. Pictorial. Wmk, multiple T A S , id ., 2d., 3d., and 4d. 
x,a6at 1902-3. , ,  ,, V and Crown, id ., id ., and 2d.

3 . .  1  6

3
4 
4 
4
3

6 0 
2 6 
2 6 
1  6 
0 $

T H U R N  A N D  T A X IS .
1 , 16 3 !  1852-67. Northern D istrict, 1 ,  2, 3, 5, and to sgr. .
1,964! ,, Southern D istrict, x, 3, 6, 9, 15 , and 30 kr.

5
6

1 3 
1  6

1,965!
1,966!

1,969!
1,970!

T IM O R .
1885. Provisionals on crown type, including error . . . .  
1887-95. K in g, 5 r., 10  r., 20 r., 25 r .,  and x a. on 5 r.
1893-1902. s  r ,, 10  r., and 5 a. on 25 r. .
1898-1900. K in g Carlos, J  a. to 3 a.
, 903“ 5- I, 3 a ., 5 a ., 6 a ., 9 a ., 10 a . ,  13  a ., 15 a ., and 10 a . on
Newspaper stamps. 1893. 2$ on 20, 40, and 80 r. .

1  6 
1  0 
1  0 
0 6 
2 6 
0 9

T O B A G O .
1 ,2 7 1 1  1882-9. Queen, i - . , id ., 2 jd ., .d , ,  6d., and id . on aid. 6 . .  4  0

«,*73»

M 7St 
I ,*76} 
«.*77*

1,178!

H3&
1,981*
1,982!
1,9 *3 !
1,984*
1,985*

7 . .

T O G O .
1897-1900. 3 pf. (2), 5 pf., 10  pf., and 90 pf.

T O L IM A .
1871-84. E a r ly  types, 5 c. (3), 10 c. (9), and 90 c.
1884. Arm s, i c . , 2  c ., 26 c ., and 50 c. .
1903. Arm s, 4 c., 10 c . ,  20 c ,  50 c. (2), 1 p .j and a p 
1903* Arm s, 5 p. and 10 p.
1903* Arm s, 4 c ., 10  c., 20 c., and 50 c. (2) .

T R A N S V A A L ,
1885-93. Provisionals, id . on 2d., id . on 6d., 2d. on 3d., and 2d. on 6d. 
1887-90. Arm s, id .. id ., ad., a id ., 6d., and is. 
i 805“ 7. W agon with pole, id . (2). id . on is ., and xd.

„  ,, id . (2), id . (2), ad. (a), id . on is ., and is.
1900. Surcharged V .R . I . ,  id ., id ., ad., 3d., 4d., 6d., and is.
19 01- 2. , ,  E .R . I . ,  |d«, id ., 3d ., 4d., and Jd . on ad. .
1902- 3. K in g , single, id .,  id ., ad .r 3d., and 6d. . » •
1904-7. „  multiple, |d . to 6d. . .

X 9

1  « 
1  6 
1  6 
3 6 
0 6

3



N O W  R E A D Y .

T H E  FOLLOW ING

GREATER BRITAIN PACKETS OF

B R I T I S H

Colonial Stamps
NO DUPLICATES.

E v e r y  Packet of this series contains dif
ferent varieties, no Stamp being included 
in two Packets, and purchasers will by 
this novel method be saved the incon
venience of acquiring duplicates, which 
is as a rule the bane of most packet 
buying.

STAMPS OF ASIA.
No. I l l  contains 3 0  varieties. Price, post-free, 7 d .

»> 1 12 It 2 5 II II tl 3 /1
»» i «3 It 4 0 II • t l« 3 /7
II 1 1 4 It 4 0 It tt tt 6 /7

It « iS It 5 0 t* tl II 1 6 / 7

It 1 1 6 II 4 5 tt tl tl I 3 /I

It 1 1 7 II 3 ® , , tl II 4 / i

tl 1 1 8 II 4 0 IB II II 3 1 / 1

STAMPS OF AFRICA.
No. 121 contains 30 varieties. Price, post-free, 7d. 

>i 12* it *5 it it „  3/7

STAMPS OF W EST INDIES.
No. 141 contains 30 varieties. Price, post-free, lod. 

11 *42 n 20 ,, ,, ,, 3/1

STAMPS OF AUSTRALASIA.
No. 151 contains 35 varieties. Price, post-free, 7d. 

11 152 3® ■» 11 I, l /7
*53 11 3® •• 11 it 4/7

Special Bargains
For G.S.W. Readers.

B A V A R I A

E
S t a m p s  f o r  u s e  o f  

R a i l w a y  O f f i c i a l s

1908.
1900-4 issue, Type 8, overprinted 

as above.
3 pf., deep brow n  (red surcharge).
6  pf. „  green ( „  „  ).

10 pf., carm in e (green surcharge).
20 pf., u ltram arine (red surcharge). 
60  pf., m aron e (green surcharge).

Special Bargain Price
F or the above Set o f  F ive  

Scarce Stam ps, used,

3 s .  6 d .
POST-FREE.

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, L IM ITE D
391 Strand, L ondon , W.G.

ST A N LE Y  GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON.

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
4



TWEEZERS FOR 
HANDLING STAMPS

t

These are invaluable to every Philatelist. 
They are o( the best obtainable quality, with 

points very slightly milled, so as not to 
damage the Stamps.

They can be put into water without rusting, 
and can therefore be used in soaking Stamps.

No. i . —L a r g e  S i z e , b lu n t e n d s ,  5  in ch e s  l o n g .  
P r ic e , p o s t - fr e e , 2 / 7 ;  a b r o a d ,  3 /-.

No. 2.—S m a l l  S i z e , 4! inches long. Newest 
size, rounded ends. Price, post-free, 2/1; 
abroad, 2/5. -

SURCHARGE MEASURER.

T h r  accompanying illustration w ill give the best idea o f what 
this is. I t  consists o f a  pair o f  needle-pointed spring com
passes, capable, b y  means o f an adjusting screw, o f measuring 
with the greatest accuracy alt .surcharges up to 40 millimetres 
in length. In  addition to the measure a  millimetre gauge is 
obtained b y  running the head o f  the screw along a  p iece o f 
paper, a  series o f lines exactly a  millimetre apart being thus 
indented in the paper. For measuring surcharges on such 
stamps as N atal, Straits Settlements, &C-, this w ill he found 
invaluable, and also in the detection o f forgeries—a  forgery or 
forged surcharge v ery  seldom being ex a ctly  the same size as the 
original.

Price, post-free, 7f7;  abroad, 7/11.

No. 3 .— S m a l l  S i z e , 4 !  inches. Newest size, 
pointed ends. H ig h ly  recom m ended. Price, 
post-free, 2/1; abroad, 2/5.

POCKET
MAGNIFYING GLASSES.

A p t b r  examining some scores o f different sorts, we have been 
able to get one combining the greatest power w ith the largest 
field obtainable for pocket use. These glasses are mounted 
in handsome vulcanite frames, and are very compact. There 
are two lenses in each, which may be used singly, or i f  a  very 
strong power is desired, may be combined.

THE “PHILATELISTS’ 
VADE MECUM”

{SECURED B Y  LETTERS PATENT)

la an  entirely N ew  and Original Invention for enabling 
Oolleotor* to M ount Stam ps without handling  them, and 

Is a  muttum In parvo of Fhllatello requisites.

IT consists of a pair of broad-headed flat metal tongs, one of 
x which is fitted with a solid wedge. The object of this is to 
permit the free end of a mount held by the tongs to be bent 
over, moistened, applied to the back of the stamp, and pressed 
down, and the mount can then be released, the stamp lifted, 
the other end of the mount moistened, and the stamp fastened 
thereby os the page. In the handle is inserted a glass of high 
magnifying power. On one side of the middle part is a milli
metre scale (divided to half millimetres), and on the other a 
twodnch scale (divided to sixteenths), both accurately marked 
off. The stamp can be firmly held along either scale by tbe 
tongs. The tongs are made of solid nickel, polished, and fit 
into a handsome velvetdined case, tbe size of which, when 
dosed, is slightly less than 6 inches long, if inches wide, and 
only } inch thick. ________

Price, post-free, 7 / 7 ;  abroad, 814.

NEW STAMP 
MAGNIFYING GLASS.

Ws have pleasure in bringing to the notice of 
our readers the New Magnifying Glass shown 
in the above illustrations. It is specially 
useful for the examination of stamps, to find 
out the plate-numbers and for die detection of 
forgeries in coojunction with the new edition 
of Album Weeds. It is used by placing the 
flat side in contact with the stamp to be examined.

Prioe, with ease complete, post-free, 2/7; abroad, 3/9. Price, post-free In Great Britain, 6/1;  abroad, 6/-

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 3 9 1 , Strand, LONDON, W.C.
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The Sectional Imperial Album
T H IS  N E W  A L B U M  IS  F U L L Y  D E S C R IB E D  IN  A  P A M P H L E T  

W H IC H  W I L L  B E  SE N T  P O S T -F R E E , ON A P P L IC A T IO N .

The Outside Dimensions of the Cover are
I l f  by lOf in.

Each Page measures I l f  by 8 in. 
clear of Binding.

have been specially made and are of the simplest description; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. {See above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.

W h en  mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re
moved and the pages laid out quite flat

They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33.— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars of contents. Price 6/ - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6/6 ; abroad, 7 /- .

No. 34.— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 1 6 /- ;  post-free, United Kingdom, 15 /6 ; a b ro a d 16 /-.

S T A N L E Y  .G I B B O N S ,  L I M I T E D ,  .
* 391 STRAND, LONDON, W .C .



THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
f u l l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h i s  A l b u m  w i l l  b e  B e n t p o s t - f r e e  o n  a p p l i c a t i o n .

KM  Ready. Section I. G R E A T  B R I T A I N
(86 P AG ES).

Price 3/9, or post-free in Great Britain, 4 / - ;  abroad, 4/3.
T his Section includes all Postage, Official, Fiscal Postals, and Telegraph Stam p s; but although only 

sold together, each o f  the above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one o f them m ay be 
omitted i f  the collector does not wish to include it, but the section is only sold a s  a  whole at above price.

W E 8 T  IN D IES.
Section Pages.

Price. 
$. d.2. ANTIGUA V 4 g. 0 33. BAH AM AS . 8 .. 0 44. BARBADOS . 12 .. 0 05. BERM UDA . 6 .. 0 4

6. CAYMAN ISLAN D S . 4 .. 0 37. DOMINICA . 10 .. 0 68. QRENADA . 12 0 69. JAM AICA . 12 .. 0 010. LEEW A RD  ISLAN D S . . 6 .. 0 411. M ONTSERRAT . . 4 •• 0 312. N EVIS . 10 .. 0 613. ST . CHRISTOPHER . 10 .. 0 614. ST. K 1T T S-N EV IS • 4 •• 0 315. ST . LU C IA . . 12 .. . 0 618. ST . VINCENT . 8 .. . 0 417. TOBAGO . . 6 .. . 0 418. TRINIDAD i . 22 .. . 1 019. TU R K S ISLAN D S . 8 .. . 0 420. TU RK S & CAICOS ISLAN D S 4 .. . 0 321. VIRQIN ISLAN D S . 8 .. . 0 4
AM ERICA N  CO LO N IES.22. BRITISH  COLUMBIA . 4 . 0 323. CANADA . . . 22 .. . 1 024. NEW  BRUNSW ICK 4  - . 0 325. NEWFOUNDLAND 12 .... 0 628. NOVA SCOTIA 4  • .. 0 327. PRINCE EDW ARD ISLAND 4  •• . 0 328. BRITISH  GUIANA 22 .... 1 029. HONDURAS . 8 .. . 0 430. FALKLAN D  ISLAN D S . 6 ... 0 4

AFRICA N  C O LO N IES
Section Pages. s. 'd.31. BRITISH  BECHUANALAND 8 .. 0 432 „  CEN TRAL AFRICA 8 .. 0 433. „  EAST AFRICA 12 .. 0 634. „  SOM ALILAND 10 .. 0 635. „  SOUTH AFRICA . 10 .. 0 636. CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 18 .. 0 1037. EA ST  AFRICA & UGANDA. 6 .. 0 438. GAM BIA . . . . 6 .. 0 439. GOLD COAST 6 .. 0 440. GRIQUALAND W EST . 10 .. 0 641. LAGOS . . . . 8 .. 0 442. M ADAGASCAR . 22 .. 1 043. M AURITIUS 24 .. . 1 044. NATAL . . . . 20 .. . 0 1045. NEW SOUTH AFRICAN 

REPU BLIC 22 .. . 1 046. N IG ER COAST . 8 .. . 0 447. NORTHERN N IGERIA . 4 .. . 0 348. ORANGE R IV ER  COLONY . 26 .. 1 249. ST . H ELEN A 8 .. . 0 450. S E Y C H E L L E S  . 8 .. . 0 451. S IE R R A  LEONE . 10 .. . 0 652. SOUTHERN N IGERIA . 4 • . 0 353. STELLA LA N D  . 4 •• . 0 454.55.56.57.
POSTAGE.

In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an

Theadditional four pages for each section.
G R E A T  B R I T A I N .

he postage will then be as follows:—
A B R O A D .

1 0  P a g e s e . . . 2 d .
2 2  .. 
3 6 : :  :  : 2&

1 3 0 . . . . 4 d .
2 2 0  „ . . . . 5 d .
4 0 0  „ . . 0 d .
6 0 0  „ . . . . 7dL

Above 6 0 0  pages reckon Id. more 
additional 10 0  pages or portion thereof.

for each

1 0  P a g e s  
22 
3 4  
4 6
5 8  „

2 d .
2 *d .

3 d .
4 )d .
6d-

And an extra id. for every 12 pages in addition, 
up to 340  pages.

For more than 3 4 0  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 3 4 0  pages weigh 4  lb., 
and every 9 0  additional pages 1 lb.

M I N I M U M  P O S T A G E  . . 2 d .

N .B .—E a c b  p a g e  m e a s u r e s  1 1 1  x  8  I n . c l e a r  o f  b in d i n g .

B L A N K  L E A V E S  can be supplied to match the printed pages, and will be 
found o f use for those who want to include pairs, blocks, or stamps on covers.

P r ic e  9 d . p e r  d o z .; p o s t -fre e , l i d .  p e r  doz.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  39 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N ,  W .C .
• ‘ 4 7



T h e  P o sta g e  a n d  T e Je g i . y- h  
S t a m p s  o f

B R I T I S H  

I N D I A  0

W ith  2 3  fu ll - s iz e d  P la te s  and  n u m erou s o th er  I llu s tra tion s .

Part I . P O S T A G E  S T A M P S .
B y  L. L. R .  H a u s b u r g .

Part I I .  T E L E G R A P H  S T A M P S .
By C. S t e w a r t - W i l s o n  and C. S. F. C r o f t o n .

'T H I S  is the first handbook that we have produced for the Philatelic Society of 
A India, and we trust that it will be considered a credit both to the Society 

and to our own firm.
The volume contains 215 pages, similar in size and get-up to the publications 

of the Royal Philatelic Society, London.
The important plates have been produced by the p h o t o g r a v u r e  process; this 

is very costly, but gives the most magnificent results. The cost of the plates and 
other illustrations has exceeded ,£400.

There is an immense amount of new information in this volume, and especially 
important are the numerous r e t o u c h e s  discovered by Mr. Hausburg in the stamps 
of the first issue.

Important chapters are those dealing with the Essays, Reprints, and Forgeries.

P R I C E  4 0 / -
P o s t - f r e e  in G rea t “B rita in , 4 0 1 6 ; a b roa d , 4116.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L i m i t e d
3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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G ib b o n s  S ta m p  W e e k ly
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“ The monthly 3oui»nal.”
T h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  W e e K ly  S t a m p  J o u r n a l  fo r  

t h e  g e n e r a l  c o l l e c t o r  a n d  s p e c i a l i s t .

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6. or 12 
months at the following rales, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.
U.S.A.

and
Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months ... is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. t.70
6 3s- 3d- 80 C. fc. 4.00 m. 3-25

*2 „ 6s. 6d. $(.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
instead of folded as it would be if posted.

Contents.
'T'HE last number io each month is a special number 
1  that is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 

and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by C HAS. J. PHILLIPS, 
and contain amongst other subjects
The Countries of the World. By W. P. Barasdall. 
Topical Notes. By Cbas. J. Phillips.
New Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal

ing with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World's Press.
A Special Feature is made of LETTERS FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS all over the World.
Philatelic Societies* Reports.
Answers to Correspondents.
About every other number contains an offer of a 

SPECIAL BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

NOTICE.— Publishers of Magazines. &c., who 
exchange with 41G. S. W.'* are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs.- 
STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, 
W.C.

E d i t o r i a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s .—All communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G. S. W.t
391 Strand, London, W.C.

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e . — The Editors regret that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head of 
4* Answers to Correspondents.**

C o v e r s  f o r  B i n d i n g  V o l u m e s . — Our publishers 
are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. VII of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

G ib b o n s  S ta m p  W e e k ly
BO U N D  VO LU M ES.

T iik following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
Iront and b>c», and witn all advertisements and covers bound 
in. can now be supplied p o s t - fr e t .

Period. d.'
V o l .  1  . J a n . t o  J u n e , 19 0 5 2 5 0

. .  2  . J u ly  t o  D e c . ,  1 9 0 5 1 0 6

. .  3  ■ J a n . t o  J u n e , 19 0 0 . 1 0 6
t* 4  - J u ly  t o  D e c . ,  19 0 6 • 4 9
. .  S  ■ J a n . t o  J u n e , 19 0 7 • 4 9

6  ., J u ly  t o  D e c . ,  19 0 7 - 4 9
. .  7  •, J a n . t o  J u n e , 19 0 8 4 9

These volumes are replete with useful information to all' 
collectors.

The monthly Jou rnal.
T hksk  are replete wi.h interesting articles by the best writeis 
o f the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector ; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful inform «tion you will find contained in them.

V o ls .  1  a n d  2  
V o l .  3  

»  4 
•» 5 

6
. .  7 

8 
9

.. 10 

.. H

. .  1 2

. .  *3  

. .  «4  

.. IS 
„  1 6

17
18

O u t  o f  p r in t  
. p o s t - f r e e

The set of Sixteen Volumes (forming a magnificent library in 
itself), well bound in cloth, is offered as a S pecial B argain 
for £ 3  po*t-frce in Great Britain, carriage forward abroad.

EXAMINATION OP STAMPS.-Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
corners, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the faki'.g fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges,' 
which in future will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion 
R. Bogus: i.e. never existed ; F. Forged; G. Genuine; G.F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R . Reprint.

Do you want to P U R C H A S E
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collectionf !« so, C O N SU LT  OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER.

Do you want to S E L L
your collection, or any pan of it, at 
tha small commission of Ten per 
cent? I f  so, E N T E R  IT  IN  OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

F u l l  c o n d it io n s ,  a n d  L i s t  o f  T h i r t y - n i n e  C ol*  
le c t i o n s  e n te r e d  o n  th e  R e g is t e r ,  s e n t  p o s t-fr e e  

o n  d e m a n d .

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d  ( . « . ) ,  L o n d o n , W .C .
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Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
A rra n g e d  a lp h a b e t ic a lly .

R ev ised  ser ies  f o r  1 9 0 8 , fo llo w in g  p a rticu la rs  in S ta n le y  
G ib b on s ' la st P r iced  C a ta logu e.

S P E C IA L  A TT EN T IO N  Is d raw n  to  the LOW  P R IC E S  a t  w hich th ese  S e ts  a re  o ffered —In moot 
c a se s  th ese  w ill be found to be from  20 to 30  per cen t le ss  than  w h a t th e  S ta m p s w ould  cost If 
bought se p arate ly . _______________

Used.* U nused.i Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In O rdering It Is only necessary to  quote Name o f  Country,
N um ber o f  Set, and the Price.

No. of 
Set.

1,9901 1888-1904. Various issues
T R A V A N C O R E .

T R IN ID A D .

N o  in 
Set.

1,291*

*>*93*
*.*94*
*.*95*1,296!

*>*97*
i >*98*
*>*99*
*,300’
1,3 0 1!
1,302*
*»3° 3 *
x»3° 4*

1883-1907.
1896-1903.

Various issues, including Postage Due stamps 
Britannia. Single wmk., id . (2), id . (2)

T U N IS .
x888. Thin figures, 1 c ., 2 c ., and 5 c. . . . . . . 3
1888-1902. Thick figures, 1 c ., 2 c ., 5 c. (2), 10 c. (*), 15 c. (2), 20 c., and 25 c. 10
1906. Pictorial, 1 c. to 40 c. . . . . . . . 9
Postage Due. 1901-3. x c. to 20 c. . . . . . . 5

T U R K E Y .
1867. 10 paras to 5 piastres . . . . . .
1869-81. Star and Crescent type with various overprints . 
j 880-8. Crescent type, including high values
181*2-1905. Various types, including large provisional and high values 
Stamps for printed matter. 1893-1905. Various types

Postage Due. 1867-1905. Various issues . . . .  
T h e sa ly . 1898. to paras to 5 piastres, complete

x,3iot 1887-9. 
>,3» t  ' 893-5

T U R K S  IS L A N D S .
Queen. First type, id ., 6d.t and is.

, ,  |d ., 2 |d ., 4d., and 5d.

T U R K S  A N D  C A I C O 8  I S L A N D S .
x,3t»t 1900. Pictorial. Single wm k., id .,  ad., a |d ., and <d.
*>3*3* 1905-8. „  M ultiple wmk., id .,  id ., and 3d.

1,3 14 *  1851-60. Obsolete Issues
T U S C A N Y .

U G A N D A  P R O T E C T O R A T E .
1 ,3 17 1  1898-1902. Queen, 1 a. and 2 a ., and provisional i  a.

U N IT E D  S T A T E S .
13 18 *  1851-88. Various issues, including 3 c ., Locomotive and 30 c. Hamilton .
2,319* 1890-3. Sm all portrait types, 1 c. to 30 c. . . . . .
1,320 ! 1893. Columbus, 1 c ., a c .t 3 c., and 8 c. . . . . .
1 ,32 1*  ,, , ,  1 c. lo  10  c
x,3»*t 1894-8. Portraits, with Triangles, 1 c  (3), 2 c., 4 c ., 5 c ,  6 c ., 10 c .. and 15  c.
*,3*3* 1, „  ,, t c. (2), » c. (2), 3 c .t 4 c ., 5 c. (2), 6 c. (2),

8 c ., 10  c ., 15  c  (2), and 50 c. .
1,324* 1898-1901. Omaha, 1 c ., 2 c  , 4 c., 5 c ., and toe. Buffalo, 1 c ., s c . ,  4c., and xoc.
1,32 5 ! (9c>t. Buffalo, x c., 2 u ,  4 c .t 5 c ., and to c.
1,326 ! 1902-3. Portraits, 1 c. to 6 c ., and new 2 c.
1,327* ,, ,, 1 c. to 1 $ , and new 2 c.
1,328 ! (904. St. Louis, 2 c. Jam estown, 1 c ., 2 c ., and 5 c.
1,329 ! Depat (mental. 1873-9. Various issues and types 
s ,330* „  „  „
1,33** Special Delivery. 1888-94. xoc. (2)
*>33** »  1888-1902. xoc . (3)
*>333* Postage Due. 1895. * c . to 10 c.

s. d.
1  3

1  0 
0 6

0 6 
0 8 
1  9 
0 6

0 9 
0 6 
0 10 
0 10
0 9 
0 6
1  3  
1  6

3 6 
3 0

1  0 
0 6

7 6

0 10

1  0 
0 9 
0 9 
0 8 
4 0
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BLANK ALBUMS WITH FIXED LEAVES.

THE KING’S OWN
POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM.

'T 'H I S  Album has been specially designed for tho e collectors 
A who either commence a collection with the P o sta g e  

Stam p s o f K in g  E d w a rd  V II, or who collect these Stamps 
as a  Supplement to a General Collection.

TCIB K IN G 'S  OWN A LBU M  contains 100 p ag e s  o f h e a v y  
White p la te  pap er outlined with a  neat border o f neutral grey, 
with quadrilli background inside the grey border, and name 
space at top of each page.

Exact size o f Leases from the outer edge, 8J x  joJ  inches ;  
available fo r  mounting Stamps, 6} x 8J inches.

The Title Page is printed in the RO YAL COLOURS, with
the K IN G 'S C YPH ER  MONOGRAM AND  CROWN

PRICES.
K . 0 . 1. —Strongly bound in cloth, bevelled boards, with 

the Official Cypher Monogram and Crown in gold 
on cover.

P rice  7 /6 ; P ost-free , 8 / . ;  a b roa d , 8 /9
K . 0 . I I .—Handsomely bound in three-quarter Levant morocco, 

art vellum sides, bevelled boards, with Official 
Cypher Monogram and Crown in gold on cover, e x 
tra gilt back and edges.

P rice  2 1 /- ;  p o s t - fr e e ,2 1 /6 ; a b ro a d ,2 2 /3
Either quality can be supplied in Royal Red or Royal Blue, 

and the colour desired should be stated when ordering.

BLANK ALBUM , No. 31.
S i m i l a r  to  a b o v e , b u t  b o u n d  in  p l a i n  c lo t h .

Strongly bound in cloth, bevelled boards, gold lines on front o f 
cover, lettered on back, “ Postage Stam ps," with blank panel 
above and below, in which particulars o f contents can be 

inserted, gilt edges.
NO. 81.— Bound in three colours, red, blue, or green, too leaves, 

S i x t o i  in., price 7/6 ; post-free, 8 /- ; abroad, 8/8.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S. L T D .
3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N , W .C .

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL U N U SED  U N L E S S  O TH ERW ISE STATED.

B R I T I S H  N E W  G U IN E A .
( / «  ordering plena mention numbers quoted below.)

1901. W m k. Rosettes. (I) Thick paper.
horizontal wmk. Used.

Cat. No. s. d. s. d.
1 Ad- . . . 0 4
2. id. . . . . 0 6 ... 0 6
3. 2d. . . O 5 ••• 1 0
4. 2^(1. . . . . O 9 ... 1 6
5. 4d. I 0 ... 1 6
6. 6-1. . . . . 1 6 ...
7. IS. 2 6 ... 4 0

(II) Thick paper, vertical wmk.
9. id. . . . . . O 6 ... 0 6

10. id. . . . . O 3 0 6
1 1 . 2d. . . . O 8 ... 1 0
12 . 24,1. . . 0 9

( I ll)  7hits paper, vertical wmk.
17. 2d. . . . . 0 6 ... 1 0
19. 4d. I 0
20. fd . . . . . I 6
21. IS. . 7 6
22. 2s. 6d. . . 40 0

P A P U A .
Large type. Thick paper, wmk horizontal.

23. 4<1. . 17 6
24. 6d. . . . . . 10 0
25. IS. . 4 6
26. 2s. fcd. . 15 0

1  arge type. Thick paper, wmk. vertical.
27. 2 jd . . . . . O 6
29. 6d. . - 3 0

Large type. 7 k in  papert wmk. vertical
30. 4d. . . 0 6
31. id. 1 0
32. 2d. . . . 1 6

Sm all type. 7'hick paper, wmk. vertical.
38 24d. . . . . . 0 6

Sm all type. Thin paper, wmk. vertical
40. 4d. . . . . . I 0
41. id. . . . . 0 4
42. 2d. . . . . 0 6
43. 4d. . . . . . 2 0
44. 6d. . . 3 0
45. IS. , 4 0
46. 2s. 6d. . . 15 0

N ew type. Wmk. Crown A . (a) Per/. 11.
47. 4d. . . O 1
48. id. . . 0 2
49. 4d. . . . . 1 0

(h) Per/. 12A.
51. 4d. 0 6

STAN LEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON.

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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GIBBONS STAMP W E E K L Y

Coftite$pondence
'The E ditor o f * ‘ Gibbous Stamp Weekly”

D e a r  S i r ,— In the article on “ Twentieth 
Century Colonials”  in Gibbons Stamp Weekly, 
Mr. Armstrong states that there is only one im
portant variety in the Provisional issue of Straits 
Settlements on Labuan of January, 1907, viz. 
the “ no s to p ”  variety ol the 4 c. on 18 c., 
omitting to mention the double surcharge in 
black and red on the 4 c. on i6 c .t which cer
tainly seems a more important variety, and is listed 
in S.G . Catalogue, 1908, No. 143. I have a copy 
of the stamp (No. 137), in which there is a

distinct double surcharge, but both in black. The 
words ST R A IT S SE T T L E M E N T S, of course, only are 
doubly surcharged. The 8 c. shade variety seems 
badly described, as the original colour is verm ilion 
and black. In describing the rare shade he 
mentions “ brown,”  and then says it is “ bright 
buff instead of yellow.”  Does this refer to the 
8 c. or 12 c. ? My copies of the latter vary in 
shade.

Yours truly,
F r e d . W. A b b o t t .

Philatelic Societies
Junior Philatelic Society
B r i g h t o n  B r a n c h

Hon. 8 ee. and Treat. 1  4. Ireland, 103 Weelem /lead, Hove.

Philatelic Society of Victoria
Secretary • W. BreHeehneider.
Meetinge:  128 Sueeell Street, Melbourne.

Me e t in g s  held at the R o yal Hotel, Queen’s Road, 
Brighton, from 7 till 10 p.m. D isplays and Papers at 8. 
Second and fourth Thursdays.

1908
Oct. 8. D isp lay : San Marino, Fred. J .  M elville. P ap er: 

" A  Few S tray  Notes on Philatelic Values," 
W. Mead.

Oci. 32. D isplay : Greece, M exico, U ruguay, A . H. L . 
Giles, r . n .

Nov. xo. D isp la y : St. Vincent and Baham as, M. P . 
Castle.

Nov. 26. Ten Minute Papers, b y  Members.
Dec. xo. D isp lay : Line-engraved Great Britain , W . 

C yril Owen.

Dec. 3 1 . Philatelic Reading and Discussion : “  When is 
a  Variety not a  V a r ie ty ? "  from E v e n 's  W cekty 
Stam p N ew s, 1905/822. R ead b y  the Secretary.

*9<»9
Ja n . 14 . Paper and D isp la y :  “  A  New  System  o f Col- 

leering," J .  Ireland.
Ja n . 28. Questions and Answers, by  Members.
Feb. i t .  Paper and D isp lay : ** The English Essays for 

Stamps and Envelopes," Herbert C lark .
Feb. t8, 19, 20. Manchester Stam p Exhibition, Hulme 

Town H all.
Feb. 25. D isp lay : The Cent Issues o f  Ceylon, Baron 

Anthony de Worms.
M ar. x i. D ebate: “  I s a  classified Catalogue desirab le?"
Mar. 25. D isplay : Im perforate European Stam ps, S . R .

Turner. Paper and D isplay : ** Local Stam ps," 
H . Lee.

April 15 . Paper and D isp la y : “ The Pony Express o f 
A m erica," Herbert Clark.

April aa. D isp la y : K ing’s H eads, G . H . Type.

M ay 13 . Beginners' N ight.
M ay 27. Annual Business Meeting.

T h e annuat meeting o f the above Society w as held on 
23 July, at 128, Russell Street, at 8 p.m.

Mr. Chester, the President, occupied the chair, and 
there was a good attendance o f members.

The minutes o f last annual meeting were read and con
firmed.

The retiring President addressed the meeriog at some 
length, and Mr. Kelson read the annual report. It was 
proposed and seconded that the same be received, and 
after some discussion the report was adopted.

It was also proposed, seconded, and carried, that the 
balance sheet be adopted.

The next business, the election o f  officers for the ensuing 
year, being proceeded with, resulted as fo llo w s:—Presi
dent, Mr. A . G . K elson ; Vice-President, Mr. C . H. 
Edm ondson; Hon. Secretary, Treasurer, and Exchange 
Superintendent, M r. W. Brettschneider; Librarian, Mr. 
S. O. Smith ; Committee, Messrs. Williamson, Glazbrook, 
Longmore, and the R ev . — Lane.

After a  vote o f thanks to the retiring officers, the meet- 
tn^ closed, and the ordinary general meeting for Ju ly  was

Annual Report of the Philatelic Society of Victoria
Vour Committee, in following the established ptacrice,has 

much pleasure in presenting to you the sixteenth Annual 
Report and Balance Sheet

During the year eight new members were elected, seven 
resigned, and one we lost through death. The number 00 
the roll is now seventy— thirty-six ordinary, thirty-three 
corresponding, and one honorary.

The Ju n ior Branch, which started so satisfactorily, has 
not kept up the promise it gave at first, and has now 
practically ceased to exist, the few remaining members 
joining the Senior Society.

The credit balance o f the Society now stands at 
jC*s 9*- *«d.

The compilation o f the Society’s Catalogue o f the 
stamps o f  Victoria has been unavoidably postponed 
through the departure o f Mr. Rundell and Mr. Jackson, 
and the untimely death of Mr. Horwood, the Society 
losing thereby a  very conscientious and painstaking 
member.

A  list o f  the numbers o f Victorian stamps still required 
to complete the reference collection will be sent to each 
member, and your Committee trusts that required con
tributions will be forthcoming.

In  conclusion, your Committee trusts that the Society 
will prosper in the future as it has done in the past.
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The Sectional Imperial Album
THIS NEW ALBUM IS FULLY DESCRIBED IN A PAMPHLET 

WHICH WILL BE SENT POST-FREE, ON APPLICATION.

The Outside Dimensions of the Cover are
I l f  by lOf in.

Each Page measures I l f  by 8 in. 
clear of Binding.

T H E  B I N D E R S
have been specially made and are of the simplest description; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (See above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.

W hen mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re
moved and the pages laid out quite flat.

They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33.— Handsomely bound in marone cloth,, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars of contents. Price 6/ - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6/6 ; abroad, 7 /- .

No. 34.— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 1 5 /- ; post-free, United Kingdom, 15 /6 ; abroad, 16 /-.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L IM IT E D ,
3 9 1 S T R A N D , LONDON, W .C .
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THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
A  f u l l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h i s  A l b u m  w i l l  b e  s e n t  p o s t - f r e e  o n  a p p l i c a t i o n .

Now Beady. Section I. G R E A T  B R I T A I N
(86 PAGES).

Price 3 /9 , or post-free in Great Britain, 4/ - ;  abroad, 4/3 .
This Section includes all Postage, Official, Fiscal Postals, and Telegraph Stam p s; but although only 

sold together, each o f the above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one o f them m ay be 
omitted i f  the collector does not wish to include it, but the section is only sold as a  whole at above price.

W E ST  IN D IES Price.Section Pages. s. d.2. ANTIQUA • 4 •• 0 3
a  BAHAM AS . 8 . 0 44. BARBADOS 12 .. 0 65. BERM UDA . 6 .. 0 46. CAYMAN ISLAN DS ■ 4 *■ 0 37. DOMINICA . 10 .. 0 68. ORENADA . 12 .. 0 60. JAM AICA . 12 .. 0 610. LEEW ARD  ISLAN DS . . 6 .. 0 411. MONTSERRAT . . 4 •• 0 312. N EVIS . . IO .. 0 6

l a  ST. CHRISTOPHER . 10 .. 0 614. ST. K ITTS-N EV IS . 4 •• 0 315. ST . LUCIA. . 12 .. 0 616. ST . VINCENT . 8 .. 0 417. TOBAQO . . 6 .. 0 418. TRINIDAD . 22 . 1 010. TU RK S ISLAN DS . 8 .. 0 420. TU RK S & CAICOS ISLAN D S 4 .. 0 321. VIRGIN ISLANDS . 8 .. 0 4
AM ERICAN  C O LO N IES.22. BRITISH  COLUMBIA . 4 . 0 323. CA N A D A . 22 .. . 1 024. NEW  BRUNSW ICK 4 • . 0 325. NEWFOUNDLAND 12 . .. 0 626. NOVA SCOTIA 4 .. 0 327. PRINCE EDW ARD ISLAND 4 0 328. BRITISH  GUIANA 22 .. . 1 020. „  HONDURAS . 8 .. . 0 430. FALKLAND ISLANDS . 6 ... 0 4

AFRICA N  CO LO N IES •
Section Pages. s. d.31. BRITISH  BECHUANALAND 8 .. 0 432. „  CEN TRAL AFRICA 8 .. 0 433. „  EA ST AFRICA 12 .. 0 634. ,, SOM ALILAND 10 .. 0 635. „  SOUTH AFRICA . IO .. 0 636. CA PE OF GOOD HOPE 18 .. 0 1037. EA ST  AFRICA & UGANDA. 6 .. 0 438. GAM BIA . . . . 6 .. 0 430. OOLD COAST 6 .. 0 440. GRIQUALAND W EST . IO .. 0 641. LAGOS . . . . 8 .. 0 4
4a M ADAGASCAR . 22 .. 1 043. M AURITIUS 24 .. 1 044.45.

NATAL
NEW  SOUTH AFRICAN

20 .. 0 10
REPU BLIC 22 .. 1 046. N IG ER  COAST . 8 .. 0 447. NORTHERN N IGERIA . 4 •• 0 348. ORANGE RIV ER COLONY . 26 .. 1 249. ST . H ELEN A 8 .. 0 450. S E Y C H E L L E S 8 .. 0 451. S IE R R A  LEONE . IO .. 0 6

sa SOUTHERN N IGERIA . 4 • 0 3
5a STELLA LA N D 4 •• 0 454. SUDAN . . . . 0 8
55.56.57.

SW AZIELAN D
TRA N SV A A L
UGANDA PROTECTORATE

0 3
PO STAG E.

In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an 

additional four pages for each section. The postage will then be as follows:—
ABROAD.O R E A T  B R I T A I N .

1 0  P a g e s  
22 
36 

130 
220 
400  
800

2d.

2t £
4d.
5d.
6d .
7d.

10  
22 
34  
46
5 8  „

And an extra id. 
up to 3 4 0  pages.

2d.
2Jd.
3d .

4}d .
5 d .

for every 12  pages in addition,Above 600  pages reckon Id. more for each 
additional 10 0  pages or portion thereof

For more than 3 40  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 34 0  pages weigh 4  lb., 
and every 80  additional pages 1 lb.

M I N I M U M  P O S T A G E  . 2 d .
N .B .—E a c h  p a g e  m e a s u r e s  1 1 1  x 8  I n . e l e a r  o f  b in d i n g .

B L A N K  L E A V E S  can be supplied to match the printed pages, and will be 
found of use for those who want to include pairs, blocks, or stamps on covers. 

P r ic e  9 d . p e r  d o z .; p o s t -fr e e , l i d .  p e r  doz.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S .  L t d . .  3 9 1  S T R A N D .  L O N D O N ,  W .C .
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S t a m p  C o l l e c t i o n s  R e g i s t e r
i

W E  have m any collections offered to us that for one reason or another we do not wish to pur
chase, and we have therefore decided to open this “ Stam p C ollections R egister ”  in order to 
bring under the notice o f our 12,000 readers o f the “  S tam p  W eekly ”  the different pro

perties that m ay be placed in our hands. In  addition to publishing this R eg ister in our paper we 
also issue the R eg ister in pamphlet form and send it to a  large number o f good buyers who do 
not subscribe to “  G .S . W ."

T h e  following will be the first conditions that must be agreed to when we enter a  collection 
upon this R egister.

1st.—The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is offered for sale.
2nd.—The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea ( £ 1 . is.) for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register.
3rd.— The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent (10 %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4th.—Collections should be sent to 391 St ra n d , L ondon, in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written.
$th.—Collections may be inspected at 391 Stran d , W.C.
6th.—The buyer will not be required to pay any commission o f any kind.
7th.—Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.—No collection will be entered in this Register at a  less price than Twenty Pounds.
9th.—Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part o f Stanley Gibbons, Ltd ., either as to 

the genuineness or condition of the stamps; but S. G ., Ltd., are willing to report on any 
stamps in Collections on the Register at their usual terms.

10th.—Collectors are advised to fix the very lowest price they will accept, in the first instance, as this 
will ensure a quicker sale and save correspondence.

n th .—It will greatly facilitate a sale if the owner will calculate the current catalogue price o f his 
stamps.

JVo. 4 4 .

A G E N E R A L  C O L L E C T I O N
IN TWO SENF ALBUMS,

CONTAINING

7260 STAMPS, ENVELOPES, & BANDS.
A considerable number of the Stamps are unused, the condition 
is all fine, and almost every country is fairly well represented.
There are many unused complete sets, especially in Asiatic 
Stamps, as the collection was formed in Sarawak.

In order to effect a quick sale,  the otuner is Willing to 
take the exceptionally lota price o f

£ 4 0 ,
At which sum it is a decided bargain, the Catalogue value being nearly

five times this amount.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 3 9 1  Strand, London, W.C.
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G ib b o n s  S ta m p  m e e k ly
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“ The monthly 3ouitnal.”
T h e  m o s t  p o p u la r  W e e k ly  S t a m p  J o u r n a l  fo r  

th e  g e n e r a l  c o lle c t o r  a n d  s p e c i a l i s t .

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.
U.S.A.

and
Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months ... is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 ............ 3*- 3d- 80 C. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

12 »f 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S. W, from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
instead of folded as it would be if posted.

Contents.
T'H E last number io each month is a special number 
A that is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 

and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CHAS. J. PHILLIPS, 
and contain amongst other subjects
The Countries of the World. By W. P. Barnsdall 
Topical Notes* By Chas. J. Phillips.
New Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal

ing with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World's Press.
A Special Feature Is made of LETTERS FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS all over the World. 
Philatelic Societies* Deports.
Answers to Correspondents.
About every other number contains an offer of a 

SPECIAL BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

NOTICE. — Publishers of Magazines, &c., who 
exchange with *‘ G. S. W." are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Ulenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, 
W.C.

Editorial Communications.—All communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G. S. W.,
391 Strand, London, W .C.

Correspondence.—The Editors regret that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head of 
“  Answers to Correspondents.'*

C o v e r s  f o r  B i n d i n g  V o l u m e s . — Our publishers 
are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. VII of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

G ib b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k ly
BO U N D  V O LU M ES.

T he following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
front and back, and with all advertisements and covers bound 
in, can now be s u p p l i e d p r/ce, post-free.

Phriod. S. J .
V o l .  I  . J a n . t o  J u n e , 19 0 5  . 25 0

»»
>*

2  . 
3  •

J u ly  t o  D e c . ,  1 9 0 5  . 
J a n . t o  J u n e , 19 0 0

1 0  
. t o

6
6

*» 4  • J u ly  t o  D e c . ,  1 9 0 6  . 4 9
*» S • J a n . t o  J u n e , 1 9 0 7  . 4 9
»l 6  . J u ly  t o  D e c . ,  1 9 0 7  . 

J a n . t o  J u n e , 1 9 0 3  .
4 9

»» 7  • 4 9
These volumes are replete with useful information to all 

collectors.
The monthly Jou rn al.

These are replete with interesting articles by the best writeis 
of the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained In them.

Vols. x and 2 Out of print S. d.
Vol. 3 .  . .  post-free 7 6

. .  4 • * »» 5 6
”  5 • 
„  6 .

• ♦ M
• ♦ M l 0

6
. .  7 - • • ♦ *» 6 0

8 • • • ♦ >1 6 0
„  9 • • • •» 5 0
„  to . * ♦ l» 5 0
„  11 . • * M 5 0
„  12 . • • », 4 0
»  «3 • • » 4 0

M  • ♦ II 4 0
. .  >5 • • • • »♦ 4 0
„  16 . ♦ ♦ M 4 0
. .  17 • • II 4 0
„  18 . • • M 4 0

The set of Sixteen Volumes (forming a magnificent library in 
itself), well bound In cloth, is offered as a S pecial B argain 
for £3 post-free in Great Britain, carriage forward abroad.

EXAMINATION OF STAMPS.-Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
corners, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the fakiog fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion :— 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed; F. Forged; G. Genuine; G.F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R. Reprint.

Do you w ant to P U R C H A S E
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collection? If so, CONSULT OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER. 

Do you w ant to S E L L
your collection, or any part of it, at 
the small commission of Ten per 
cent? If so, ENTER IT IN OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

F u l l  c o n d it io n s ,  a n d  L i s t  o f  T h l r t y n i n e  C o l*  
le c t i o n s  e n te r e d  o n  t h e  R e g is t e r ,  s e n t  p o s t* fr e e  

o n  d e m a n d .

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d  ( « ' , ) ,  L o n d o n , W .C .
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Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
A rra n g e d  a lp h a b e t ic a lly .

R ev is ed  s e r ie s  f o r  1 9 0 8 , fo llo w in g  p a rticu la rs  in S ta n le y  
G ib b on s ' la s t “P riced  C a ta log u e.

S P E C IA L  A T T E N T IO N  Is d raw n  to th e  LO W  P R IC E S  a t  w h ich  th e se  S e t s  are  o ffered—In m ost 
c a se s  th ese  w ill be found to be from  20 to  3 0  per cen t le ss  th an  w h a t th e  S tam p s w ould cost If 
bought se p a ra te ly . _______________

U sed* U nused.\ Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In O rderin g It is only necessary to  quote Nam e o f  Coun try, 
N um ber o f  8 e t, an d th e  Price.

N o . o f 
Set.

*>34ot
*.3 U*
*>34*t
*.343*
*.344t
*.345t
*»34«*
*.347»
*.34«*
*,349»
>.3S°t
*.35**
*>35* t
*.353*
*.354*
*.355*
*»35<St

1,360! 
«.36x* 
1,36a* 
*i36jt 
*.3«4t 
*.365* 
*.3« t  
*.3̂ 7 * 
1,368! 
*.3®9t 
*>37°t 
*.37* t 
*.37*t 
*.373* 
*.374t 
*.375t 
*»37®t 
*.377t 
*.378* 
*.379t

U R U G U A Y .
1866-83. E a r ly  issues, including 1 c ., imperil
1884-99. Provisionals, various types . . . .
1884-90. Various issues, 1 c. (3), a c. (3), 5 c. (2)
1884-94. Various issues and types . . . . .  
1893-4. 1 c. (a), 2 c. (2)
1895-7. Pictorial, 1 c. and a c. Commemorative, t c ., 5 c ., and 10 c. 

„  Pictorial types, including provisionals
1897. Provisionals, 1 c. and 10 c. .
1897- 9. Various types, including scarce 35 c.
1898. Provisionals, $ c. on 1 c. ( :), J  c . on 2 c ., and |  c  on 7 c.
1898- 1900. Various issues, including rare 20 c  and provisional
1899- 1900. Various types . . . . . .
1900- 7. Pictorial, 5 m., t c ., 3 c ., 5 c. (2), 7 c ., and 1 0 c . .
1900-1. »» 1  c ., 3 c ., 5 c ., 10  c ., 25 c ., 50 c ., and x p.
1904-7. >1 5 m., 1 c ., 2 c ., and 5 c. (3)
1904^ Paz. 1904. i c ., 3 c., and 5 c. . . . .
Official. 1899-1901. Various types . . . .

V E N E Z U E L A .
1866-74. Arms, }  r., t c . (error), and i  r.
1879. Bolivar. Imperf., z c ., 5 c ., 10 c ., and 3 0 c.
1880. »♦ Pert., 5 c ,  io c ., 25 c ., 50 c., 1 b ., and 3 b.
1880. "  5 c ., 25 c ., and 50 c. . . . .
1883. <> 5 c. to 20 b. . . . . ,
1883-7. Various types, including 35 c. rouletted
1893. Overprinted Arms, 5 c. (2), 10 c. (a), 35 c. (3), and 50 c. (3) 
1893. Columbus Commemorative and portrait o f Bolivar 
1893-6. *» •* and Map
1893. Bolivar, s c. to 3 b.

11 »» 5 c. to ao b. .
n n Foreign Postage, 5 c. to t b.

1899. *1 5 c. to 50 c.
1899-1902. Various types overprinted . . . .
1900. Overprinted “  K esellada," 5 c. to 3 b.

11 n 11 5 c. to 10 b. •
•» ii 11 5 c. to 30 b.
„  1* *' Reseltada, 1900,”  5 c ., 10  c ., and 25 c

1004. Genera) Sucre, 5 c. to 50 c . Castro, 25 c.
Registration. 1B99. Bolivar, 35 c . .  . »

No. in
Set.

8
/.
3

d .

0
5 2 $
8 1 9

*3 1 0
4 0 6
5 1 6
9 2 6
2 1 0
6 0 9
s 1 3
8 2 6

0 ft
7 1 9
7 3 6
6 0 6
3 2 0
3 2 0

3 1 6
4 0 6
6 1 0
3 0 9
6 0 10
9 1 0
8 0 9
7 0 6
6 1 0
6 0 9
8 7 6
5 0 6
4 0 $

13 1 0
6 0 9
7 1 3
8 3 0
3 0 6
5 0 6

0 8

VICTORIA.
1,386* 1876-1901. Various issues and types 
1,38 7 ! 19 01. First issue, Jd . to 6d.
1,38 8 ! H Second issue, |d . to 4d.
1,38 9 ! 11 >* 6d., is . ,  and as.1,390!  1905-7. Wmk. Crown and A, id .,  ad., 3d., 6d., 9d., and is . 
t,39i f  Postage D ue. 1891-9. id .,  id . (2), ad ., and 6d.

8
5

i
5

1  3 
4 6
2 0 
4 6 
8 6 
1  9

V IR G IN  I IS L A N D S .
1 , 3 9 3 !  1866-89. E a r ly  typ es , 6d. (no w m k .), 46. an d  6d. C C  .  3  . .  80 0
1 , 3 9 4 ! 1883-4 . Q u een , f o . ,  i d . ,  and a jd .  .  . 3  . .  6  0

3



BLANK ALBUMS WITH FIXED LEAVES.

THE KING’S OWN
POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM.

'T'HIS Album has been specially designed for those collectors 
A who either commence a collection with the Pottage 

8tamps of King Edward VQ, or who collect these Stamps 
as a Supplement to a General Collection.

THE KINO’S OWN ALBUM contains 100 pages Of heavy 
White plate paper outlined with a neat border of neutral grey, 
with quadrille background inside the grey border, and name 
space at top of each page.

E x a c t s ite  0 /  L ea ves fro m  the o uter edge, 8 J X io J  in ch es;  
a va ila b le  / o r  m ou ntin g Stam ps, 6J  x  8$ inches.

T he T itle  P a g e is  p rin te d  in  th e R O Y A L  C O L O U R S , w ith
th e K IN G S  C Y P H E R  M O N O C R A M  A N D  C R O W N

PRICES.
K. O. L—Strongly < bound in doth, bevelled boards, with 

the Official Cypher Monogram and Crown in gold 
on cover.

Price 7/6; Post.free, 8/-; abroad, 8/9
. K. O. H.—Handsomely bound in three-quarter Levant morocco, 

art vellum sides, bevelled boards, with Official 
Cypher Monogram and Crown in gold on cover, ex
tra gilt back and edges.

Price 21/-; post-free,21/6; abroad,22/3
E ith e r  q u a lity  ca n  be su p p lied  in  R o y a l R e d  o r R o y a l B lu e , 

a n d  th e co lou r d es ired  sh o u ld  be sta ted  w hen o rd erin g .‘

BLAN K  ALBUM , No. 31.
S i m i l a r  to  a b o v e , b u t  b o u n d  in  p l a i n  c lo t h .

Strongly bound in cloth, bevelled boards, gold lines on front of 
cover, lettered on back, “ Postage Stamps,” with blank panel 
above and below, in which particulars of contents can be 

inserted, gilt edges.
No. 81.—Bound in three colours, red, blue, or green, too leaves, 

8}Xsoi io., price 7/6; post-free, 8/-; abroad, 8/8.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, L T D .
3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N , W .C .

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
A LL U N U SED  U N L E S S  O TH ESW ISE  STA TED .

B R A Z IL .
1908. Commemorative of the National 

Exhibition.
s. d .

100 reis, rose-carmine . . . 0 3

1908. Commemorative of the intended visit 
of King Carlos to Brazil.

100 reis, vermilion . . . 0 3

F A L K L A N D  IS L A N D S .

1908. King’s .head. Multiple watermark 
(upright).

id., dull vermilion . . 0 2

JH IN D .

1903. Set vice. King’s head.
Cat. No.
5 33 . 4 a., olive green . . . 4 0

JO H O R .

1896-9* Type 3. Sultan Ibrahim.
54 . 6 c., green and yellow . used o 6

N IC A R A G U A .

1908. Type 45 overprinted in black with 
Types Z  3 and 46.

S c., orange-yellow . . 0 5

Q U E E N S L A N D .
1897-1907. Queen’s head. Revised price.

2 1 3 . 2s>, greenish blue . used o 8

S W IT Z E R L A N D .
1908. New Helvetia type.

30 c., sage-green and brown . . 0 5
40 c., orange-brown and purple . o 6

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N .

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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GIBBONS STAM P W E E K L Y

Speculation in the Levant
I T  will be  rem em bered that a  few notes 

appeared in G .S . IV ., No. 184, relative to 
the above, and that the N ew  Issue 

colum ns h ave contained further references 
since. B y  a ll account the speculators are 
still having their own w ay, unrestrained by 
an y interference from headquarters. In
G .S . IV ., N o. 192, a  30 c. was listed, and 
quantities g iven  o f other values that were to 
ap pear o f what we style the “  th ird  over
printing.” A s  a matter o f fact, this is really 
the fo u rth  lot, but as  the f ir s t  was not 
properly issued we have ignored it. Adopt
ing for the time the continental nomen
clature, S ign or G lavan y tells us that the 
4 piastres and 20 piastres o f the above- 
mentioned fo u rth  printing were ostensibly 
put on sale on 12  August, but that the 
quantities printed were all snapped up by 
the sam e rin g  that manipulated the first lot, 
and in consequence 4000 o f 4 piastres and 
2000 o f 20 piastres o f  a  fift h  overprinting 
were to be put on sale 3 1  August. These 
again , he tells us, were a ll dealt with in the 
sam e way, and so the gam e will go  m errily 
on till the authorities step in and put a  stop 
to such a scandal.

It will be noticed that the quantities o f 
these higher values are kept sm all on purpose, 
and so tar no mention has been made o f the 
issue o f the 10 pa., 20 pa., 1 pi. and 2 pi. o f 
the fo u rth  printing. Probably i f  issued the 
quantities are too big to manipulate success
fully. W e have asked our correspondent to 
g ive  us more information on this point, and 
detailed particulars as to how the overprints 
vary  for each printing.

Another correspondent has sent us par
ticulars o f  the f ir s t  issue detailing the 
numerous errors and varieties, and asking 
most inflated prices for som e o f them, 
ranging from 5 francs to 350 francs per 
stam p. T h e  harsh criticism  already ex
pressed concerning the speculation seems 
justified, for L e  C ollectionn eur de T im bre- 
poste  mentions an offer in much the sam e 
terms. A s some o f the issues— if made at 
all for postal purposes— are frankly specula
tive, the better plan seem s to omit them 
altogether from the Catalogue. In any case, 
at present m atters are too hazy to permit o f 
a  proper sorting “ o f the sheep from the 
goats/’

T h at there is need for reform in Turkish 
postal m atters is well illustrated from the 
following anecdote which is going the round 
o f the foreign papers : “ A n Italian merchant, 
established at Salonika, recently posted a 
batch o f letters in one o f the post boxes near 
to the head office in this town. A fter some 
days, having received no replies, he called

on the postm aster to complain about the 
matter. T h e  latter, with charm ing courtesy, 
offered the m erchant a  seat, and pro
ducing coffee and cigars sent a m essenger 
to c lear the contents o f the said box, w hich  
•were on ly collected a t in frequ en t p erio d s .”  
T h e  m essenger returned in a  short time 
with an arm ful o f correspondence, am ongst 
which the Italian  had no difficulty in finding 
his letters. H e was pouring out the vials 
o f his wrath concerning what he termed 
gross negligence, when, to his stupefaction, 
he saw  the postm aster with the greatest 
coolness gather up the remaining m issives 
and throw them en bloc into his stove, with 
the rem ark “ that in an y  case the letters 
were now too old to be o f any use.”

T h e  story m ay be exaggerated, but in any 
case it is no excuse for the jiggery-pokery 
now going on in the Levant. A s an example 
o f what can be done here, an offer made 
by the sam e correspondent who was anxious 
to deal in the f ir s t  issue mentioned above 
is interesting. It seem s a  new set for Turkey 
is imminent, probably with som e overprint 
com m em orating the new Constitution. Our 
friend suggests that we should, through his 
good offices, com er som e o f the values on 
an engagem ent being given by the authori
ties that no more stam ps with like over
prints should be issued, but that the sam e 
values should be replaced b y entirely 
changing the setting. T he gentleman be
lieves that he could bring about this trans
action, and is ready to congratulate us on 
the prices we could extract from collectors. 
Our publishers, needless to say, have not 
availed them selves o f the offer.

T H E  C E N T U R Y  A L B U M
Including a full Descriptive Catalogue, and 

illustrated with several thousand full-sized repro
ductions of the stamps. In one volume, 6za pages. 
Size of each page, iox 13 inches. Printed on one 
side of the paper only, catalogue and illustrations 
on the left, and spaces to correspond on the right- 
hand pages. All minor varieties of perforation, 
watermark, and type are omitted, and only such 
varieties are included as can be distinguished by 
the young philatelist. Space has been provided 
for some 18,000 stamps, and provision made for 
new issues by the insertion of numerous blank 
pages.

Post-free, 13s. 4d.

S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  
C O L L E C T I N G .  B f Malar E. B. EVANS 

The young collector is frequently perplexed by 
the meaning of the various terms used in stamp 
collecting, and the fullest explanations of these 
will be found in this book.

as. 9d. in Paper Cover, or 4s. 6d. strongly bound 
in Cloth.

s



The Sectional Imperial Album
THIS NEW ALBUM IS FULLY DESCRIBED IN A PAMPHLET 

WHICH WILL BE SENT POST-FREE ON APPLICATION.

The Outside Dimensions of the Cover are
I l f  by 101 in.

Each Page measures H i  by 8 in. 
clear of Binding.

T H E  B I N D E R S
nave been specially made and are of the simplest description; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (See above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.

W h e n  m o u n t in g  s t a m p s ,  t h e  s p r i n g  b a c k  c o v e r  s h o u l d  b e  r e 
m o v e d  a n d  t h e  p a g e s  l a i d  o u t  q u i t e  f l a t

They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33.— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars of contents. Price 6/ - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6/6 ; abroad, 7 /- .

No. 34.— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 1 6 /- ;  post-free, United Kingdom, 16 /6 ; abroad, 1 6 /-.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L IM IT E D ,
391 STRAND, LONDON, W .C .

. •
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THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
A. f u l l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h i s  A l b u m  w i l l  b e  s e n t  p o s t - f r e e  o n  a p p l i c a t i o n .

Now Beady. Section I. G R E A T  B R I T A I N
(86 PAGES).

Price 3/9, or post-free in Great Britain, 4 / - ;  abroad, 4/3.
This Section includes all Postage, Official, Fiscal Postals, and Telegraph Stamps ; but although only 

sold together, each o f the above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one o f them m ay be 
omitted i f  the collector does not wish to include it, but the section is only sold as a  whole at above price.

W E S T  IN D IES.
Section Pages. 8. d.2. ANTIQUA 4 •• 0 33. BAHAM AS 8 .. 0 44. BARBADOS 12  .. 0 e5. BERM UDA 6  .. 0 4
8. CAYMAN ISLAN D S 4 •• 0 37. DOMINICA IO .. 0 6
8 . GRENADA . . . 12  .. 0 69. JAM AICA 1 2  .. 0 810. LEEW A RD  ISLAN D S . 6  .. 0 411. M ONTSERRAT . 4 •• 0 312. N EVIS . . . . 10  .. 0 613. ST. CHRISTOPHER 10  .. 0 614. ST. KITTS-N EV IS 4 •• 0 815. ST . LU C IA . 12  .. 0 810. ST . VINCENT . 8 .. 0 417. TOBAGO . . 6 .. 0 418. TRINIDAD 22  .. 1 019. TU RK S ISLAN DS 8 .. 0 420. TU RK S & CAICOS ISLAN D S 4 •• 0 321. VIRGIN ISLANDS 8 .. 0 4

AM ERICA N  C O LO N IES.22. BRITISH  COLUMBIA . 4  • . 0 328. CANADA . . . . 22  .. . 1 024. NEW  BRUNSW ICK 4  • . 0 325. NEWFOUNDLAND 12 .. 0 628. NOVA SCOTIA . 4  ■ .. 0 327. PRINCE EDW ARD ISLAN D 4  •.. 0 328. BRITISH  GUIANA 22  .... 1 029. „  HONDURAS . 8  .. . 0 430. FALKLAN D ISLAN D S . 6  ... 0 4

AFRICA N  CO LO N IES
Section Pages. s. d.31. BRITISH  BECHUANALAND 8 .. 0 432. „  CEN TRAL AFRICA 8 .. 0 433. „  EA ST AFRICA 12 .. 0 634 „  SOM ALILAND 10 .. 0 635. „  SOUTH AFRICA . 10 .. 0 636. CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 18 .. 0 1037. EA ST  A FRICA & UGANDA. 6 .. 0 438. GAM BIA . . . . 6 .. 0 439. GOLD COAST 6 .. 0 440. GRIQUALAND W EST . 10 .. 0 641. LAGOS . . . . 8 .. 0 44a  M ADAGASCAR . 22 .. 1 043. M AURITIUS 24 .. 1 044. NATAL . . . . 20  .. 0 1 045. NEW SOUTH AFRICAN

REPU BLIC 22 .. 1 046. N IG ER COAST . 8  .. 0 447. NORTHERN N IGERIA . 4 •• 0 348. ORANGE R IV ER  COLONY . 26 .. 1 249. ST . H ELEN A 8  .. 0 450. S E Y C H E L L E S  . 8 .. 0 451. S IE R R A  LEONE . 10 .. 0 65a  SOUTHERN N IGERIA . 4 0 353. STELLA LA N D 4 •• 0 454. SUDAN......................................... 14 .. 0 855. SW AZI ELAND 4 *• 0 356. TRA N SV A A L57. UGANDA PROTECTORATE —  ..58. ZA N ZIBA R —  ..59. ZULULAND —  ..

P O S T  A C E .
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an 

additional four pages for each section. The postage will then be as follows:—
G R E A T  B R I T A I N .

1 0  P a g e s . .  . 2 d .
2 2  ,. . . 
3 6  ,. . . : : : 2£

130  „  . . . . . 4 d .
2 2 0  „  . . . . . 5 d .
4 0 0  „  . . . . . 6d .
6 0 0  „  . . . . . 7 d .

A B R O A D .

10  P a g e s ............................................. 2 d .
2 2 ...........................................................2Jd.
3 4 ............................................................. 3 d .
4 6 ........................................................... 4*d.
5 8 .............................................................6 d .

Above 6 0 0  pages reckon Id. more for each And an extra id . for every 12 pages in addition, 
additional 100 pages or portion thereof. up to 3 4 0  pages.

For more than 3 4 0  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 34 0  pages weigh 4  lb., 
and every 9 0  additional pages 1 lb.

M I N I M U M  P O S T A G E  .  .  2 d .

K . & - K a c h  p a g e  m e a s u r e s  l i t  x  8  i n .  c l e a r  o f  b i n d i n g .

B L A N K  L E A V E S  can be supplied to match the printed pages, and will be 
found o f use for those who want to include pairs, blocks, or stamps on covers.

P r ic e  9 d . p e r  d o z .; p o s t -fre e , l i d .  p e r  doz.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S .  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D .  L O N D O N ,  W .C .
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T H E  “  S .  G . "  S T A M P  H IN G E S .

TW O SIZE S.

S -----------

V___________J
S IZ E  A. S IZ E  B.
(Red Boxes.) (Green Boxes.)

W e h a v e  p r e p a re d  a  NEW ST A M P H IN GE, s iz e s  a s  a b o v e , p u t  u p  in A IR -TIG H T TIN 
B O X E S , e a c h  c o n ta in in g  1 0 0 0  h in g e s  o f  g o o d  to u g h  p a p e r ,  d o u b ly  g u m m e d , a n d  

th u s  e a s i ly  p e e la b le . P r ic e  6 d .,  p o s t - f r e e  7d. p e r  B o x .

WHEN ORDERING M EN TIO N  SIZE DESIRED.

IN
/  \

\ _______ /

T r a n s p a r e n t  E n v e l o p e s .
M A D E  O F  B E S T  T O U G H  W H I T E  P A P E R , 

S T R O N G L Y  G U M M E D  O N  F L A P  A N D  A T  T H E  J O IN T S .

In v a lu a b le  (o ik e  C ollector f o r  keep in g D u plicates, a n d  to the D e a le r fo r  use in  sen d in g  
Selection s on A p p ro v a l a s w e ll a s f o r  use in  h is  ow n Stock.

SUPPLIED IN FO U R  S IZ E S :
INCHES* PER IOO. PER IOOO. Postage extra for Great Britain-

t A. 2j by ii . . 5d. . 3/6 . A, id. per ioo; 3d. per 100a
B. 3i . . .  6d. . . 4/6 B, id. „ 3d. „
C. 4f 8d. . 5/9 C, 1 id. „ 5d. „

L D. 6* „ s 1/2 . 10/- • "* 2jd. ,, 7̂* »»
A b r o a d  b y  P a r c e l  P o s t  o r  E x p r e s s  a t  a c t u a l  c o s t .

Stanley Gibbons, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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“ Tbe monthly 3oui*nal.”
The most popular Weekly Stamp Journal for 

the general collector and specialist.

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  m e e k l y
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 m onlhs ... is . 8d. 40 C. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 - 3s- 3d - 80 C. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

12  ,, 6s. 6d. $1.6 0 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
instead of folded as it would be if posted.

Contents.
T HE last number in each month is a special number 

that is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 
and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CHAS. J. PHILLIPS, 
and contain amongst other subjects
The Countries of the World. By W. P. BarnsdalL 
Topical Notes. By Chas. J .  Phillips.
New Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong.
Each somber contains several Original Articles, deal* 

ing with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from tbe World's Press.
A Special Feature is made of LETTERS FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS all over the World. 
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
Answers to Correspondents.
About every other number contaios an offer of a 

SPECIAL BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

NOTICE.—Publishers of Magazines, &c., who 
exchange with **G. S. W.*' are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 301 Strand, London, 
W.C.

Editorial Communications.—All communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G. S. W.t
391 Strand, London, W.C.

Correspondence.—Tbe Editors regret that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head of 
“  Answers to Correspondents.*'

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers 
are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. VII of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

G ib b o n s  S ta m p  l i le c k ly
BO U N D  V O LU M ES.

T im  following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
front and bick, and with all advertisements and covers bound 
in, can now be supplied :— P r ic e , p o s t - fr e e .

Vol.
Pkkiod.

Ja n . to June, 1905 
Ju ly  to Dec., 1905 
Ja n . to June, 1906 
Ju ly  to Dec., 1906 
Jan . to June, 1907 
Ju ly  to Dec.,
Ja n . to June,

These volumes are replete with useful information to all 
collectors.

1907
1908

25
10
10
4
4
4
4

T b e m o n th ly  Doutm al.
T h rse  are replete with interesting articles by the best writets 
o f the past eighteen years, and a  set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector ; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained in them.

Vols. 1 and 2 Out of print X. d.
Vol. 3 . . post-free 7 6

II 4 * • 11 5 6
„  5 • II 5 0

6 . . II 6 6
7 • II 6 0

.. 8 . . II 6 0
M 9 • It 5 0

xo . II S 0
„  11  . • II 5 0
,, 12 . • It 4 0
.. 13 • ♦ 1 4 0
.. *4 • • II 4 0
,. i f  • »• 4 0
„  18 . • II 4 0
.. 17 ♦ ♦ l» 4 0

18 . ♦I 4 0
The set of Sixteen Volumes (forming a magnificent library in 

itself), well bound in cloth, is offered as a S pecial B argain 
for £3 post-free in Great Britain, carriage forward abroad.

EXAMINATION OF STAMP$.-Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
corners, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows: is. per sump, posuge and 
registration extra.

The sumps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving ao opinion 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed; F. Forged ; G. Genuine; G. F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R. Reprint.

Do you w ant to P U R C H A S E
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collection? It so. CONSULT OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER.

Do you w ant to S E L L
your collection, or any part of it, at 
the small commission of Ten per 
cent? If so, ENTER IT IN OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Tweoty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obuin by any other mean*

Full conditions, and List of Thirty-nine Col
lections entered on the Register, sent post-free 

on demand.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand ( « , ) ,  London, W.C.
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Cheap Sets of Postage Stamps
A r r a n g e d  a l p h a b e t i c a l l y .

R ev ised  s e r ie s  f o r  1 9 0 8 , fo llo w in g  p a rticu la rs  in S ta n le y  
G ib b on s* la st P r iced  C a ta logu e.

S P E C I A L  A T T E N T IO N  Is d raw n  to the L O W  P R IC E S  at w h ich  th e se  S e t s  a re  offered—In m ost 
case s th e se  w ill be found to be from  20  to 3 0  per cent less th an  w h a t the S ta m p s  w ou ld cost If 
bought se p a ra te ly .

U s e d ,U n u s e d  A  Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In O rdering It Is only necessary to  quote Name o f  Country.
N um ber o f  8et, and the Price.

N o. o f 
Set. 

«»395t 
*♦3961 
*.397t 
* .398* 
*»399t 
i,4oot 
1,401*

Most

W E S T E R N  A U S T R A L I A .
No. in 
Set s- d .

id . ochre and id . carmine . . . . 2 2 6
i d.  1 0 4d. 5 2 0
5d., 6d., and is . . . . . 3 3 0
id ., id ., id ., a id ., 6d., and is. 6 . 0 9

1 Crown A , id ., 2d., a id ., and 6d. 4 • 1 6

1882-9. < 
188S-93.

1899-1907. Wmlc. W ( ............. ? >___ _
1902-6. Wmk, V and Crown, id ., ad., 4d., and 8d.
1902-7. id ., ad., and 41I. (V  and Crown), sd. (Crown and A),

<W Crown A ) ....................................................................
1905-7. Wmk. Crown and A ., id ., 2d., and 9d. .

1  9

W U R T E M B U R G .
1,405* 1851-1900. Various issues, including early itnpcrf. . . 1 0
1,406) 1906. Centenary. Service, 2 pf. to 10 pf. Official, 2 pf. to 20 pf. 9
>.407) ♦* »» »> 25 pf. Official, 25 pf. to i m. 6
1,408* •» ”  •» »» *» » » . . . .  6
*,409) Official. 1881-1900. 2 pf., 3  pf., 5 pf., to pf., 20 pf., 25 pf., 30 p f., 40 pf.,

50 pf., and 1 m. . . . t o

Z A M B E S I A .
1.4 10 ) 1898-1905. K ing Carlos, 2$ r ., 5 r., so r., 15  r. (2), 20 r., and 50 on 65 r.

Z A N Z I B A R .
1 .4 1 1 )  1896-9S. Portrait, } a, 1 a, 2 a, and 4} a.
1 ,4 1s )  1904. Arms, 1 a., 2 a ., and 2 J a. . . . . .

4 6

1 0

A  1 0 0 - P A G E  P A M P H L E T
P O S T-FR EE AND GRATIS.

W E  have just prepared new lists of 50 different P a c k e ts , and about 1300 new S e t s  
’  ’  Of S ta m p s  for the Season 1908-9. The Sets are priced wonderfully cheap, as a 

rule 20 to 30 per cent under catalogue, and often more. The Packets are the cheapest 
in the trade, and by means of our old stocks we are able to include many good stamps 
that will not he found in commoner packets.

A full list of stamp publications is included, and here will be found details and prices 
of the Im p ro ved , S t ra n d , C e n tu ry , Id ea l, and Im p e r ia l Albums for the 
general collector, and of the B la n k , K in g ’ s  O wn, O rie l, P h ila te lic , F a c ile , 
and S im p le x  Albums for the Specialist. Also full details of Stamp Catalogues, 
Handbooks for Collectors, Mounts, Gauges, Surcharge measures, Glasses, Tweeiers, 
and all requisites for the Stamp Collector.

A s k  fo r  N ett) L is t  o f  S e t s , P a c k e ts , a n d  P u b lic a t io n s  (100  p a g e s1,  a n d  m en tio n
th is  p a p e r .

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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TWEEZERS FOB 
HANDLING STAMPS.

These are invaluable to every Philatelist. 
They are of the best obtainable quality, with 

points very slightly milled, so as not to 
damage the Stamps.

They can be put into water without rusting, 
and can therefore be used in soaking Stamps.

N o .  i . — L a r g e  S i z e , b lu n t  e n d s , 5  in c h e s  lo n g .
P r ic e ,  p o s t - fr e e , 2 / 7 ;  a b r o a d ,  3 / - .

N o .  2 . — S m a ll  S i z e , 4 }  in ch e s  lo n g .  N e w e s t  
s iz e , r o u n d e d  e n d s . P r ic e , p o s t - fr e e ,  2/1; 
a b r o a d ,  2 / 5 .

N o .  3 . — S m a l l  S i z e , 4 f  in ch e s . N e w e s t  s ize , 
p o in te d  e n d s . H i g h l y  r e c o m m e n d e d .  P r ic e , 
p o s t - fr e e ,  2 / 1 J a b r o a d ,  2 / 5 .

Special Bargains
For G.S.W. Readers.

C O N G O

S T A T E

PARCEL POST 
STAMP.

1898. Type 34. Pictorial Stamp.

THE “PHILATELISTS’ 
VADE MECUM ’’

{SECURED B Y  L E T T E R S  PATENT)

Is  an  entirely N ew  and Original Invention for enabling 
Collectors to M ount Stam ps w ithout handling them, and 

Is a  multum in panto o f Philatelic requisites.

I  T  consists o f  a pair o f  Inroad-headed flat metal tongs. ooe o f 
1  which is fitted with a solid wedge. The object o f  this is to 
permit the free end o f a mount held by the tongs to be bent 
over, moistened, applied to the back o f  the stamp, aod pressed 
down, and the mount can then be released, the stamp lifted, 
the other end o f  the mount moistened, and the stamp fastened 
thereby on the page. In the handle is inserted a glass o f  high 
magnifying power. On one side o f  the middle part is a milli
metre scale (divided to half millimetres), and on the other a 
two-inch scale (divided to sixteenths), both accurately marked 
off. The stamp can be firmly held along either scale by the 
tongs. The tongs are made o f  solid nickel, polished, and fit 
into a handsome velvet-lined case, the sixe o f  which, when 
closed, is slightly less than 6 inches long, t| inches wide, and 
ooly 4 inch thick. _________

Prlca, w ltk  o m »  oomplate, potV-fTaa, 2/7; abroad, 3/9.

Stern-w heel Steam er 
on the R iv e r Congo.

T h e  C a ta lo g u e  p r ic e  o f  th e  a b o v e  
S t a m p  is  3 s . 6 d .

S p e c ia l  B a r g a in  P r ic e
Fop the above handsome 

Stamp, used,

2 s .  6 d .
P O S T -F R E E .

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, L IM ITE D
391 Strand, London, W.C.

STA N LEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON.

NEW YO RK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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GIBBONS STAMP W EEK LY

i

Philatelic Societies
City of London Philatelic Society

Hon. 8 *e. t D. H. Jaokoon, 80 Hanley Hoad, 8 troud Croon, 
London, H.

Meeting Place i Mills '$ Restaurant, 14 Broad Street Place, f,C. 
Subscription : 2$, td. yearly (no Entrance Fee).

igo8 .
Oct. 14th. 

Nov. n th .

Dec. 9th.

xg<>9.
Ja n . 13th.

Feb. 10th. 

Mar. 10th.

April 14th.

May 12th.

S E S S I O N  1908*9.
President's Opening Address.
D isplay by Members, 11 Philatelic N ovelties" 

and recent issues.
D isp lay, with N o tes : “ New  Zealand Pic* 

toriafs (London Prints),"
W. B. E dwards, b.sc.

D isplay, “ Belgium and Congo,"
G. Loverius

D isp lay, with N o tes : “  Straits Settlements," 
J .  E . H ecinbottom . n.A.

Competitive D isplay, “  W est Coast o f Africa, 
from Senegambia to the Equator."

D isplay, “ Argentine," A . H. L . G iles, r.n.
D isplay, by  Members, o f their Favourite 

Country. Note : All Members are expected 
to contribute to this item.

Paper, “ M onaco" . . A . H. H arris
D isp lay, with N o tes : “ C eylon ,"

J. E . H ecinbottom, b.a .
T h e “ Simple L ife  in Stam ps," ingenuously 

illustrated. J. R ead-B urton, f. r.p.s.l.
Competitive D isp la y : 25 Pictorial Stam ps o f 

a n y  Country.
Paper and D isp la y : “  E g y p t ,"  special refer

ence to 1872 issue, J .  A . Leon , b.a .
Paper, South American N otables, with Speci

mens . . . J. D. Cooper
Annual Generat Meeting.

Dundee and District 
Philatelic Society

President 1 Qeo, Martin,
Secretary : 0. H. Whitaker, 40 Albert Street, Dundee. 
Meetings: Y.M.C.A. Rooms, alternate Fridays. 
Subscription; 2s. 6 d. ptr annum.

1908.
Oct. 2.

l6.

3°-

N ov. r3*„ *7
Dec. it.

» * 5-

1909.
Ja n . 8.

22.

Feb 5

„ l8.

M ar. 5-

.. 19.

April 2.

16.

S E S S I O N  1908-9.

“ New Issu es" . . T he M embers
D isplay, with N o tes : “ New South W ales," 

J. E. H ecinbottom, b.a . 
Public Evening : Lantern Exhibition o f 

“ The Stamps of Great Brita in ."
D isp la y : “  South Africa "  . G. Martin
Display : “ India”  . G. A. MacDowell 
D isplay, with N o tes : “  New Zealand,"

J. E. H ecinbottom, b.a. 
D isplay, with N o tes : “  R u ssia ,"

G. H. W hitaker

Paper : “  Items o f Interest to Philatelists," 
P . M 'Intosii

D isplay, with N o tes : “  Queensland,"
J. E. H ecinbottom, b.a . 

Discussion : “  C an a  Dealer be a  true 
Philatelist ? "  Messrs D avid  &  Marshall 

P a p e r : “  The Originator o f the Adhesive 
Postage S ta m p " . G . H. W hitaker 

Paper (and), with Illustrations: “ Great 
B rita in ”  . . . I. R . W. C l a r k

D isplay, with N o tes : “ South A ustralia,"
j .  E. H ecinbottom, b. a. 

Short P apers: “  Method and Fancies,"
T he Members

North London Philatelic Society
President.- Charles M. C. Symes,
Hon. Secretary ; C. 8 . Muratori, 29 Fletohlng Road, Lower 

Clapton, N.E.
Meetinge: let and 8 rd Thursday*, Central Y.M.C.A., 7 

Highbury Place. Highbury Station, H.
Subscription :  2s. 8 d. per annum.

1908.
Oct. 15th. 
N ov. 3th.

N ov. 19th.

Dec. 3rd.

1, 17th.

1909.
Ja o . 7th. 

Ja m  21st.

Feb. 4th.

„  18th.

Mar. 3rd. 

„  17th.

April 7th.

n aist. 
May 5th.
, ,  19th.

S E S S I O N  1908-9.
Questions and Answers
Papier and Display, “ N ew  South W ales, 

Victoria, and South A u stralia ," by A . H . L . 
G iles, r.n .

Paper and D isplay, “ W est Indians, Part I, 
Antigua, Rahamas, and Bermudas,” by 
E . Heginbottom.

Competitive D isplay, “  Stamps used in coun* 
tries other than those o f issue.”  Prize 
presented by  C . J .  Phillips.

Paper, “ Should limited Specialism be advo
ca te d ?"  by C. M . C. Sym es.

Paper and D isplay, “ West Indians, Part I I , 
Barbados," by  E . Heginbottom.

D ebate, “  W hat is the status o f an Unused 
Postage Due S tam p ?”  b y  C. S . Muratori.

Paper and D isplay, “  West Iodians, Part I I I ,  
Dominica and G renada," by E . Hegin- 
bottom.

P aper, “  L a x ity  in Exchange C lubs," by 
C . M. C . Symes.

Paper and D isplay, “  F isca ls," by W. Schwa* 
bacber.

Paper and D isplay, “  Caym an Islands," by 
C. J .  Phillips.

P aper and D isplay, “  West Indians, Part IV , 
Jam aica, Grenada, and N evis,”  by E. 
Heginbottom.

Paper, by A . B. Creeke, Ju n .
D isp lay o f Society’s  Collection o f Forgeries, 

b y  I> .. .  W . Deverell.
D isp lay, by J .  C . Sidebotham.
Paper a rd  D u p lay , "  Philatelic L iterature," 

b y  Herbert Clarke.
Competitive D isplay, with Notes, o f not more 

than 25 Stamps, showing objects o f N atural 
H istory.

Paper and D isplay, “  Cashm ete,”  by A . J .  Seri.
Philatelic Sketch.
Annual Generat Meeting.

Junior Philatelic Society
President t Fred J, Melellle.
Annual Subscription 1 2s. 6 d.
Entranoe fe e  t 2s. 8 d. He Entranee fe e  far ladles or for  

Junior*.
T he annual geneial meeting o f the Junior Philatelic 
Society, London branch, was held on Saturday, Sep ember 
51b, a t the new meeting-place. Prince H enry’s Room, 
17  Fleet Street, E .C . Reports were read hy the various 
officials o f the Society ; the Treasurer in his report stating 
that there is a  balance in hand o f I4 9  16s. 8d., and £ 6  in 
the reserve fund.

The following are the officers appointed for next season :
President, K. J .  M elville ; Vice-Presidents, W. Darwen 

and Douglas E l l i s ; Committee, P. Beaumont, H. H. Har* 
land, S. C. F . Harris, E . A . Leigh, B . B. K irby, 
E . A.' Smart, G. T . Turner, S . R . T u rn er; Exchange 
Superintendent, D . S . Darkin ; Superintendent o f Begin
ners' Exchange, W. Darwen ; Librarian, D . B. Arm strong; 
Assistant-Librarian, B. B. K irb y ; Expert Committee, H . 
L ee(Secretary); Curator of Permanent Collection, R . H alli- 
d a y ; Auctioneer, E .  M. Gilbert-Lodge, p .a . i. ; Auditor, 
C . B . Bardon; 't reasurer, H . F. Jo h n so n ; Assistant 
Secretaries, B . Grellier, H . L e e ; General Secretary, 
A . Selinge.

One or two unimportant alterations were made lo  the 
rules.

Before the meeting closed, the President stated that 
promises( o f displays had been received from a number 
o f prominent philatelists, and the season promises to be 
one of the best in the records o f the Society.

W A T E R M A R K  D E T E C T O R
M any C ollectors  exp er ien ce  g rea t difficu lty  in 

d e tectin g  the W aterm ark s in som e Stam ps, such  as 
B arbados Stars, U n ited  States, 1904 issues, e tc . etc . 
W e  have th ere fore  pu t in to stock  a small c o n 
trivance for  h o ld in g  B en zine, w h ich  d o e s  n ot affect 
e ith er the co lo u r  o r  the g u m  on  a Stam p, a n d  re
veals the w aterm ark instantly. T h is  is a m ost 
useful little article  and is in constant use in ou r  
o ffices ev ery  d a y  o f  the year.

P rice  i s . ;  p ost-free  in G reat Britain, is. 2d.

S ta n le y  G ibbons, L td .,
391 S tra n d  London, W .C
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The Sectional Imperial Album
THIS NEW ALBUM IS FULLY DESCRIBED IN A PAMPHLET 

WHICH WILL BE SENT POST-FREE ON APPLICATION.

The Outside Dimensions of the Coyer are
I l f  by lOi in.

Each Page measures H i  by 8 in. 
clear of Binding.

T H E  B I N D E R S
have been specially made and are of the simplest description ; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (S ee above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.

W hen mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re
moved and the pages laid out quite flat

They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33.— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars of contents. Price 6 / - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6 /6 ; abroad, 7 /- .

No. 34.— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 1 5 /- ;  post-free, United Kingdom, 15 /6 ; abroad, 1 6 /-.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L IM IT E D ,
391 STRAND, LONDON, W .C .
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THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
JL f u l l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h i s  A lb u m  s i l l  b e  s e n t  p o s t - f r e e  o n  a p p l i c a t i o n .

Now Ready. Section I. G R E A T  B R I T A I N
(86 PAG ES).

Price 3/9, or post-free in Great Britain, 4 / - ;  abroad, 4/3.
This Section includes all Postage, Official, Fiscal Postals, and Telegraph Stam p s; but although only 

sold together, each of the above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one o f them m ay be 
omitted if the collector does not wish to include it, but the section is only sold as a  whole at above price.

W EST  INDIES • Price.
Section Pages. s. d.2. ANTIQUA . 4 .. 0 38. BAHAM AS . 8 .. 0 44. BARBADOS . 12 .. 0 65. BERM UDA . 6 .. 0 4
6. CAYMAN ISLAN DS . 4 .. 0 37. DOMINICA . 10 .. 0 68. ORENADA . 12 .. 0 69. JAM AICA . 12 .. 0 610. LEEW ARD  ISLANDS . 6 .. 0 411. M ONTSERRAT . • 4 0 312. N EVIS . 10 .. 0 613. ST. CHRISTOPHER . 10 .. 0 014. ST. KITTS-N EVIS • 4 •• 0 315. ST . LUCIA. . 12 .. 0 016. ST . VINCENT . 8 .. 0 417. TOBAQO . . 6 .. 0 418. TRINIDAD . 22 . 1 019. TU RK S ISLAN DS . 8 .. 0 420. TU RKS & CAICOS ISLAN D S 4 .. 0 321. VIRQIN ISLANDS . 8 .. 0 4

AM ERICAN  CO LO N IES.

22. BRITISH  COLUMBIA . . 4 . . 0 3
2a CA N A D A . . 22 . . 1 024. NEW  BRUNSW ICK • 4 • . 0 325. NEWFOUNDLAND . 12 . . 0 626. NOVA SCOTIA . . 4 • . 0 327. PRINCE EDW ARD ISLAND 4 . 0 328. BRITISH  QUIANA . 2 2 . . 1 029. „  HONDURAS . . 8 . . 0 4
30. FALKLAN D ISLANDS . . 6 . . 0 4

A FRICA N  C O LO N IES P *
Section Paces. s. d.31. BRITISH  BECHUANALAND 8 .. 0 432. „  CEN TRAL AFRICA 8 .. 0 433. „  EA ST  AFRICA 12 .. 0 634. „  SOM ALILAND IO .. 0 635. „  SOUTH AFRICA . 10 .. 0 636. CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 18 .. 0 1037. EA ST A FRICA  &  UGANDA. 6 .. 0 438. GAM BIA . . . . 6 .. 0 439. GOLD COAST 6 . 0 440. GRIQUALAND W EST . IO .. 0 641. LAGOS . . . . 8 . 0 442. M ADAGASCAR . 22 .. 1 043. M AURITIUS 24 .. l 044. NATAL . . . . 20 .. 0 1045. NEW SOUTH AFRICAN 

REPU BLIC 22 .. 1 046. N IGER COAST . 8 . 0 447. NORTHERN NIOERIA . 4 ••. 0 348. ORANOE RIV ER COLONY . 26 .. 1 249. ST . H ELEN A 8 .. 0 450. S E Y C H E L L E S 8 .. 0 451. S IE R R A  LEONE . IO .. 0 652. SOUTHERN NIOERIA . 4 - . 0 353. STELLA LA N D 4 ••. 0 454. SUDAN 14 .. . 0 855. SW AZIELAN D 4 • . 0 356. TRA N SV A A L 66 .. . 2 957. UGANDA PROTECTORATE58. ZA N ZIBA R59. ZULULAND
POSTAGE.

In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an

additional four pages for each section.
GREAT BRITAIN.

The postage will then be as follows

10 P a g e s 2 d.
2 2
3 6  ., : 2&

13 0  „ 4 d ,
2 2 0  „ 5d .
4 0 0  .. 6d .
6 0 0  „ . 7cL

Above 600  pages reckon Id. more 
additional 10 0  pages or portion thereof.

for each

ABROAD.
10 P a g e s 2 d .
2 2 2 Jd.
34 . . . 3 d .
46 4*d .
58 5 d .

And an extra id . for every 12 pages in addition, 
up to 34 0  pages.

For more than 340  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 34 0  pages weigh 4  lb., 
and every 90  additional pages 1 lb.

j MINIMUM POSTAGE 2d.
'  H .B .—E a c h  p a g e  m e a s u r e s  H i  x 8  In . d e a r  o f  b i n d i n g .

B L A N K  L E A V E S  can be supplied to match the printed pages, and will be 
found o f use for those who want to include pairs, blocks, or stamps on covers. 

P r io e  9 d . pep  d o z .; p o s t -fre e , l i d .  p e r  d oz .

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . .  39 1  S T R A N D .  L O N D O N .  W .C .
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T h e  S ta m p  C o lle cto rs’ L ib r a r y .
A good library of tbe best and most reliable Philatelic Publications is  a prime necessity to the 
Stamp Collector who wishes to thoroughly study tbe Stamps he collects. Tbe most successful 
collectors pride themselves upon the range o f their philatelic libraries. Handbooks and 
other works by writers of established reputation are, In fact, Indispensable to supplement 
tbe Stamp Catalogue, which at best Is only a Dealer's Price List o f what be has to sell.

P R IC ES  Q U O TE D  ARE ALL P O S T-F R E E .

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S C A T A L O G U E . Part I , British Empire. Cloth, 2/9. Part I I ,  Foreign
Countries, 2/10.

S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  C O L L E C T IN G .  B y Major E . B. E vans. A  glossary of terms used in 
Stamp Collecting. Invaluable as a reference book. Full of information as to the various kinds 
of paper used, methods of printing, embossing, perforating, etc. Fully illustrated. Paper 
cover, 2/3; cloth, 4/3.

S T A M P  C O LL E C T IN G  A S  A P A S T IM E . By E dw ard  J .  Na n k iv e l l . A  peep behind the 
scenes, explaining how it is that, after nearly half a  century, Stamp Collecting has never beerier 
more popular than it is to-day. Contents: The Charm of Stamp Collecting—Stamps with a '*\  
History—Great Rarities—Romance of Stamp Collecting—Stamp Collecting as an Investment— : 
What to Collect and how to Collect, etc. Cloth, 1/3.

A L B U M  W E E D S • By R ev. R. B. E arkr . Forgeries and how to detect them. Fully illustrated. 
New and Revised Edition, greatly enlarged. Vol. I, cloth, 8 /-; Vol. I I , cloth, 8/-.

T H E S T A M P  C O LLE C T O R . By W. J .  Ha r d y  and E . D. Bacon. Contents: Collecting, its 
Origin and Development—Stamps made for Collectors—Art in Postage Stamps—Stamps with 
Stories—History in Postage Stamps— Famous Collections, etc. Cloth, 4/9.

R E P R IN T S  of Postal Adhesives and their Characteristics. By E. D. B acon. A  guide to the Collector 
to enable him to separate Reprints from originals, with a  history and detailed description of all 
known Reprints. With 426 illustrations. Paper cover, 4/3; cloth, 5/9.

P O R T U G U E S E  IN D IA . By the late G il b e r t  H arrison  and L ie u t . F. H. Na p ie r , r. n . A 
Handbook for Specialists, full of notes and explanations of all the issues. Two full-page plates. 
Paper cover, 4/9; cloth, 6/3.

SO U T H  A U S T R A L IA .  By L ie u t . Na p ie r  and the late G ordon S m ith , m.a . A  most exhaustive 
work on the issues of South Australia; indispensable to the Specialist and useful to the General 
Collector. Three full-page plates of photographic illustrations, showing the various types of 
surcharge on the iod. stamps, etc. Cloth, 9/9.

SH A N G H A I• By W. B. T h o rn h ill. An important handbook, with eight full plates of photographic 
illustrations, showing the varieties of the early issues and the later surcharges, etc. Paper cover, 5/3; 
cloth, 7/9.

S T . V IN C E N T . By L ieu t . F. H. Na p ie r , r . n ., and E. D. B acon. Illustrated with two full-page 
autotype plates, one of which shows illustrations of the stamps and surcharges, and the other the 
various perforations found in the stamps of the colony. Paper cover, 5/3; cloth, 7/9.

B A R B A D O S .  By E. D. B acon and L ie u t . F. H. Na p ie r , r . n . Illustrated with three autotypes of 
stamps, specially showing all the varieties on the id. on half of 5/-, three facsimile reproductions of 
the Star watermarks, ana a list of the number of stamps of each value printed by Messrs. Perkins 
Bacon & Co. and Messrs. De La Rue & Co. Paper cover, 7/9 ; cloth, 10/9.

G R E N A D A . By E. D. B acon and L ie u t . F . H. Na p ie r , r . n . An exhaustive history of the stamps of 
this colony with their many intricate and minor varieties. Illustrated with nine full-page autotype 
plates. Paper cover, 7/9; cloth, 9/9.

S IC IL Y .  By D r . E m ilio  D ib n a , translated by Major E vans. A  complete history of the exceptionally 
interesting series of stamps of this country, with a brief history of Sicily, a biography of the 
celebrated artist by whom the fine portrait of King “ Bomba”  was engraved, a full account 
of the circumstances under which the stamps were issued, of the difficulties in the production 
of the plates, of the various essays and proposals for subsequent issues, and a description of 
the postmarks and obliterations. Illustrated with twenty full-page autotype plates, showing seven 
complete or reconstructed sheets, varieties of retouches, etc., and various illustrations in the text. 
Paper cover, 21/5 ; half morocco, 30/5.

T H E  M U L R E A D Y  E N V E L O P E  and its Caricatures. By M ajor E . B. E vans. With 45 full-page 
illustrations of the most curious varieties of these interesting caricatures. Cloth, 6/4.

A F R IC A .  Compiled by the Philatelic Society of London. Part I ,  comprising British Bechuanalanci, 
British East Africa, British Central Africa, British South Africa, and the Cape of Good Hope. 
Many full-page plates. Price 40/3. Part I I , comprising Gambia, Gold Coast, Griqualand, Lagos, 
Madagascar, Matabeleland, Mauritius, and Natal. With thirteen full-page illustrations, and one 
sheet of coloured autotype illustrations. Paper cover, 16/4. Part I I I ,  completing the African 
Colonies. Price 40/6.

B R IT IS H  IN D IA . Published for the Philatelic Society of India. With twenty-three full-sized plates, 
and numerous other illustrations. Paper cover, 40/6.

G R E A T  B R IT A IN .  By Ha stin g s E . W r ig h t  and A. B . un. A  complete history of the 
stamps of our own country. With many full-page plates afffffitumbers of illustrations in the text. 
Paper cover, 24/6 ; supplement, paper cover, 2/7.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n .  W .C .
s
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“ T b e  m o n th ly  Oounnal.”
The most popular Weekly Stamp Journal for 

the general collector and specialist*

PREPAID  SUBSCRIPTIO N S must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U .S.A .
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3  m onths ... is . 8d. 40 C. fc. 2.00 m. (.70
6 „ 3s* 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m . 3 .25

12  „ 6s. 6d. $ 1.6 0 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G . S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
instead of folded as it would be if posted.

C o n te n ts .
'T 'H E last number in each month is a special number 
A that Is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 

and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CHAS. J .  PH ILLIPS, 
and contain amongst other subjects
The Countries of the World. By W. P. Barnsd&lL
Topical Notes. By Cbas. J .  Phillips.
New Issues and Discoveries. A special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials* By D. B. Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal

ing with every subject of use to tbe Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World's Press.
A Special Feature is made of LET T ER S FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS all over the World.
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
Answers to Correspondents.
About every other number contains an offer of a 

SPEC IA L BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

to porehase for cash.

NOTICE. — Publishers of Magazines, &c., who 
exchange with “ G. S. W .”  are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
STA N LE Y GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, 
W.C.

Editorial Communications.—All communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G. S. W.t
391 Strand, London, W.C.

Correspondence.—T he Editors regret that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be .dealt with under the head of 
** Answers to Correspondents.**

Covers for Binding V olumes.—Our publishers 
are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V u  of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y
BOUND VO LU M ES.

T hk following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
front and back, and with all advertisements and covers bound 
in. can now b* s u p p l i e d />„«, post-free.

P eriod. s .  d .
Vol. 1 . Jan. to June, 1905 . 25 o 

„  2 . July to Dec., 1905 . 10 6
,, 3 . Jan. to June, 1900 . 10 6
„  4 . July to Dec., 1906 . 4 9
„  5 . Jan. to June, 1907 . 4 9
,, 6 . July to Dec., 1907 . 4 9
„  7 . Jan. to June, 1908 . 4 9

These volumes are replete with useful information to all 
collectors.

Tbe monthly Journal.
T hese are replete with interesting articles by the best writers 
of the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained in them.

Vols. x and 2 Out of print d.
Vol. 3 . . . post-free 7 6

»» 4 • • 19 5 6
>» 5 • • n 5 0
„  5  . . • • 99 6 6
»» 7 . • • 99 6 0
„  8 . . • 99 6 0
. .  9 • • 99 5 0
„  xo . • ♦ 99 5 0
„  l i  . • t» 5 0
„  12 . • • 99 4 0
„  13 . 99 4 0
. .  »4 • 99 4 0
.. *S • . • 99 4 0
„  16  . • 99 4 0
»  *7 • • • 99 4 0

18  . • 99 4 0
The set of Sixteen Volumes (forming a magnificent library in 

itself), weU bound in cloth, is offered as a  S pecial B argain 
for J 3 3  post-free in Great Britain, carriage forward abroad.

EXAMINATION OF STAMPS.—Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
comers, and the secures of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be dooe only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be seat lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion :— 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed; F . Forged ; G . Genuine; G .F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R . Reprint.

Do you want to PURCHASE
a really cheap, specialized or genera! 
collection? I f  so, C O N SU LT  O UR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER.

Do you want to SEEL
your collection, or any part of ft, at 
the small commission of Ten per 
cent? I f  so, E N T E R  IT  IN  OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

Full conditions, and List of Thirty-nlno Col
lections entered on the Register, sent post-free 

on demand.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand ( M . ) ,  London, W.C.
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G r a n d

C o l l e c t i o n

P a c k e t s .

N e W  a n d  

G r e a t l y  

R e d u c e d  

P r i c e s

No. 64  contains IOO Varieties, in clu d ing  used  an d  unused . P r ice  6 d . ;  post-free, 7d .

No. 6 5  contains 250 Different Varieties, both  used  and  unused Stam p s, E n ve lo p es 
□ ,  and P o st C ard s □ ,  a n d  is w ell recom m en ded as a  cap ita l start fo r a  C o llecto r. P r ic e  2S . ; 
post-free, 2 S. id.

No. 66, 500 Varieties, is stron gly  recom m en d ed  as the ch eapest co llection  o f  500  
d ifferent Stam p s ever o ffered — the Stam p s cou ld  not b e bought sep arately  for three tim es 
the m arvellously  low p rice  at w hich it is now offered. T h e  Stam ps, & c ., are  clean , p icked  
specim ens fit for any co llec tio n . T h e  best 500  varieties in  the trade. P r ice  4 s . ; post- 
free, 4s. id.

No. 67, 10 0 0  Varieties. T h is  p acket contains 10 0 0  d ifferent Stam p s (and no 
E n v e lo p es, B and s, and  C ard s), and  is the cheapest packet ever offered b y S . G ., L td ., 
satisfaction  being ab so lu tely  guaranteed. T h e  p rice  it is offered at is the low est ever quoted 
for such a  collection , em bracin g  as it does scores o f  scarce  varieties, p ro visionals, new 
issues, an d  m any very fine and  obsolete varieties. P r ice  15s., post-free an d  registered.

No. 6 8 , 1500 Varieties. E a c h  specim en  is in p erfect con d ition , and  th e  15 0 0  
d ifferent S tam p s form  a  n o b le  start fo r anyone. A  large  nu m ber o f  rea lly  rare  an d  va lu ab le  
stam ps are  con tained  in  th is c o lle c t io n ; but it is im p o ssib le  to enum erate them , a s  we are  
con stan tly  ad d in g  N ew  Issu e s  and O ld er Stam p s w hen w e p u rch ase  such . Satisfaction  is 
gu aranteed . P rice  j £ l  15s., post-free and registered .

No. 69, 2 0 0 0  Varieties. A  grand  p acket fo r a  d ea ler o r collector, every  stam p being 
d ifferent an d  genuine, an d  thus form ing a  ch o ice  co llec tio n  in itself, o r a  sto ck  to m ake up  
sheets o r fo r exchange p urposes. P r ic e  £ 3 ,  post-free an d  registered.

No. 6 9 a, 3 0 0 0  Varieties. A  very fine  packet, con tain ing  m any rare  stam ps, a ll 
arranged  in  order, an d  m ounted read y to p rice  o r rem ove to a  co llection . P r ic e  ; £ 8  IOS., 
post-free an d  registered.

No. 6 9 b, 4000  Varieties. A  valu ab le  co llection , a ll m ounted on sheets in  order. 
R e a lly  go o d  v a lu e ; b e in g  so ld  b y us to co llectors a t  less than the p rice  usu ally  ch arged  in  th e  
trade. P r ic e  £ 1 4 ,  post-free and  registered.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd.
3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .

The prices fo r  postage are those fo r  Great Britain only.
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TWEEZERS FOR 
HANDLING STAMPS.

R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a n d  

R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .

These are invaluable to every Philatelist. 
They are o! the best obtainable quality, with 

points very slightly milled, so as not to 
damage the Stamps.

They can be put into water without rusting, 
and can therefore be used in soaking Stamps.

No. I .—L a r g e  S iz e , blunt ends, 5 inches long.
Price, post-free, 2/7; abroad, 3/-.

No. 2.—S m all S iz e , 4! inches long. Newest 
size, rounded ends. Price, post-free, 2/1; 
abroad, 2/5.

No. 3.—S m a ll  S iz e , 4! inches. Newest size, 
pointed ends. H ighly recommended. Price, 
post-free, 2/z ; abroad, 2/5.

All UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

A N TIO Q U IA .
1903-4. Portrait Types. Revised prices.

Cat. No. s. d.
175. 2 p., violet
176. 3 p., deep blue .
177. 4 p., dull pink .

A R G E N T IN E
Various issues. 

56tf. 4 on 5 c., vermilion
72. j  on s c.
96. to c , brown

125. ic . „
126. 2 c., green 
148. 30 c., orange

. . . 1 o

. . . 2 o
. 4 o

R E P U B L IC .
Revised prices.

. . used o  6
. 1 o

. . used o  4
. o  1
. o  2

. . used o  3

B A V A R IA .
1870-3. Type 3. IVrnk. Lozenges. Revised price. 

60. 10 kr., ochre . . . used o 6

B E L G IU M .

443.
X902. Parcel Post. Reduced price.

30 c., green and orange » . used o

B E R M U D A .
Z 90 2-4 . Dock type. Single watermark. 
id., brown and carmine . . used o

BO SN IA .

THE “ PHILATELISTS’ 
VADE MECUM ”

(S E C U R E D  B Y  L E T T E R S  P A T E N T )

I i an entirely New and Original Invention for enabling 
Oollecton to Mount Stamps without handling them, and 

is a  multum In pamo of Phllatello requisites.

T T  consists of a pair of broad-headed flat metal tones, one of 
1  which is fitted with a solid wedge. The object o f  this is to 
permit the free end of a mount held by the tongs to be bent 
over, moistened,, applied to the back of the stamp, and pressed 
down, and the mount can then be released, the stamp lifted, 
the other end of the mount moistened, and the stamp fastened 
thereby on the page. In the handle is inserted a glass of high 
magnifying power. On one side of the middle pan is a milli
metre scale (divided to half millimetres), and on the other a 
two-inch scale (divided to sixteenths), both accurately marked 
off. Ib e  stamp can be firmly held along either scale by the 
toogs. The tongs are made of solid nickel, polished, and fit 
into a handsome velvet-lined case, the size of which, when 
dosed, is slightly less than 6 inches long, i f  inches wide, and 
ooly 4 inch thick. ___________

Prtoe, with cue complete, post-free, 2/7; abroad, 3/9.

1900. Arm s type. Reduced prices.
116. 5 h., deep green . . used o 1
118. to h., red . ,, o i

B R A Z IL .
Various issues. Revised prices.

85. 300 reis, bistre-brown . . used
89. 50 reis, blue . .
91. ico reis, olive-green (A) . . ,,
93. 100 reis ,, (C) . . ,,
94. 200 reis, brown-rose (A) .
94. 200 reis „  (A) . . used
95. 200 reis ,, (B) .

409. loco reis, orange-yellow (Journal). used 
513. 200 reis, magenta (Unpaid) . „

SO U T H  A U S T R A L IA .
1904-7. Type 27 N ew value.

322u. 1 os., green . . . . 1 2 6

S W IT Z E R L A N D .
1908. N ew  Helvetia Type.

50 c., yellow-green and green . - 0 7

o 3
0 f>
o 8
o 2
4 0
o 6
3 0
4 0
o 2

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N .

NEW Y O R K : STA N LEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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GIBBONS STAM P W E E K L Y

P h i la t e l ic  S o c ie t ie s
Junior Philatelic Society
Manchester Branch

H on. S e c . a nd  T r e a s u r e r :  Jno, S . H igg in s, J u n ., 7  G reen ' 
S t r e e t ,  M a n ch ester.

T he opening meeting of the Society was held at the 
Deansgate Hotel on 17 September, about forty members 
being present.

The President, in his opening address, referred to the 
progress the Society was making, and to the forthcoming 
Philatelic Exhibition and Congress to be held at the 
Hulme Town Hall on 18, 19, and 20 February next.

The Congress, which will be the first of its kind to be 
held in Great Britain, promises to be a  big success, many 
of the leading philatelists and Societies having promised 
their support.

After the Presidential address, a display of members’ 
stamps proved of great interest, amongst the exhibits 
being those of Mr. J .  R . M. Albrecht, whose collection 
of Essays and Proofs created much interest. Mr. S. C. 
Buckley showed his collection of Great Britain. Mr. 
J .  J .  Darlow displayed a few sheets of rare and interest
ing stamps, including the 6d. and is., 1851, Nova Scotia, 
unused. Mr. J .  G. Horner’s collection of China included 
many uncommon varieties. Mr. K . H. Kricorlssian’s 
selection contained many rare British stamps used abroad.

S E S S I O N  100B-9.
1908.

Oct. 15, 6.0 p.m. Bourse.
7*3°  » P a p e r P a p e r  and Perforation of 

Stam ps”  . . I. J .  B e r n s t e in .
Nov. 5, 6.0 „ Bourse.

7- i5 » Display, with Notes : “  St. Lucia.”
J .  J .  D aklow .

7*45 r, Paper: “ A  Few Notes on Current 
Issu es”  . . H . J .  H o r n er .

„  19 ,6 .30  „ Auction.
Dec. 3. Social.

„  17, 6.0 „ Bourse.
7-*5 » Display, with Notes: “ Niger Coast 

Protectorate.”  J .  S. H ig g in s  J u v-
7-45 »» Paper: “  Minor Varieties o f Hatf- 

ghanistan”  . . W. Ward.
1909.

Jan. 2 1,6 .0  p.m. Bourse.
7-15*« Display, with N otes: “  South Aus

tralia”  . . W. W. Munn.
7-45 Paper : “  How to run a School Phila

telic Society ”  . . F . W. Atack .
Feb. 4, 6.0 ,, Bourse.

7**5 i> Discussion: “  Should Damaged Stamps 
be Collected?”  Affirmative.

W. H . H orrocks.
„  x8, t9, & 7o. Stamp Exhibition in Hulme Town 

Hall. Full particulars witi be an
nounced in The P h ila telic Press, etc. 
Offices of the Stamp Exhibition, 
9 Albert Square, Manchester.

Mar. 4,6.30 p.m. Auction.
„  18, 6.0 ,, Bourse.

7**5 it Display: “ German Colonies.”
P. S. B ar to n .

7*45 .t Paper: “  What I Think Fit.”
J .  T a y lo r .

April 1, 6.0 ,, Bourse.
7**5 ,» Display, with Notes: “ St. Christo

pher r‘ . . J* J* D arlow .
7*45 .» Paper : “  Varieties of Type.”

J .  M a l in c s .
>t »5i 6.0 „ Bourse.

7-30 •» Paper : “  Stamps worth looking for.”
I. J .  B e r n s t e in .

May 7, 6 0 „ Bourse.
7-*5 •• Annual Meeting.

June. Aunual Picnic

North of England 
Philatelic Society

P r e s id e n t :  G- B . B a lnbrldge, J . P .
H on. S eo . t M ark E aston , 4 3  S id n ey  Grove, N ew ea e tle-on -  

T yne.
M e e t in g s :  Y .M .C .A ., N eu ca stie^ rn -T yn e, f i r s t  T hursday in  

ea ch  m on th , O c to b er  t o  April, 7 .3 0  p .m .
A n n u al S u b scrip tion  .* 2 s .  $d .

S E S S I O N  1908-9.
1908.

Oct. 1. R . W. W ilkin so n  Bulgaria.
M e m b e r s  (each): Twenty Interesting Stamps 

and General Exchange.
Nov. 5. E . H ecin bo tto m , d.a . : “ Grenada, Mont

serrat, Nevis, and St. K itts" (with notes).
Dec. 3. E . H ecin bo t to m , b . a . : “ St. Lucia, St. 

Vincent, Turks Islands.”
S. C. G r a h a m : “ Seychelles."

1909.
Jan. 7. G. B. Baw bkidge, j . p. : “ African Colonies 

(selected).
Feb. 4. W. W. S an derso n  Egypt ”  (with notes and 

lantern illustrations).
,, 18. Sale.

Mar. 4. M. H . H o r s l e y , j . ' 1. Great Britain ”  (used). 
April 1. R . W. Wit.KtssON : “  Greece " (with notes).

R E P O R T  F O R  S E S S IO N  1907-8.
G ln tlbm en ,

It is with great pleasure I am able to report that 
our Society is still prospering.

The membership at the end of our Fifth Session is sixty* 
eight, an increase of four. Thirteen members have been 
elected since last annual meeting, eight have resigned, 
and one, Mr. Brown, of York, has died. The average 
attendance at the monthly meetings being 17*5, or a 
slight improvement upon previous years. We have, 
during the past Session, elected our first lady member, 
and have also reached the record attendance at one meet
ing o f thirty, this being the occasion of Mr. Horsley’s fine 
display of New South Wales and Gambia on 2 April.

The Auction Sale in February was well attended, and 
Mr. Jas. V Anderson, who again officiated, sold some 
two hundred lots at fair prices, though as the Society 
suffered a loss of over 30s., some rearrangement may 
possibly be introduced.

We have to record our thanks to Mr. Hume, our Vice- 
President, for his gift to the Library of In d ia  and 
Ceylon, and shall be glad to receive further contributions 
from any • f  the members. The books in tbe Library may 
be had on loan by any member making application to the 
Secretary.

The books in Library now are South A u stra lia , S t. 
Vincent, first volume Album  Weeds, R eprints, Ind ia  and  
Ceylon, and some Catalogues and Magazines.

Our forgery collection is making somewhat slow pro
gress, and Mr. Wilkinson will be pleaded to receive copies 
of any good “ bad ’uns” that members may have to 
spare.

I f  sufficient funds are guaranteed, we purpose holding an 
Exhibition In Newcastle early next year, all entries to be 
confined to members, with the exception of a suggested 
class for schoolboys and girls under sixteen years of age, 
and the Committee ask for the support of all the members 
in this undertaking, as it will entail a lot of extra work. 
Messrs. Wilkinson and Bagnall have kindly offered their 
hearty assistance in the enterprise.

Most o f the monthly meetings have been held in the 
Drawing*room at the Y.M .C.A., and the increased 
comfort amply compensates for the added cost of rent. 
Arrangements have been made for the same meeting 
place this Session.

Our cordial thanks are given to Messrs. G. B. Bainbndge, 
S. C. Graham, R. W. Wilkinson, M. H. Horsley, and 
E. Heginbottom, b.a ., for the interesting displays they 
gave during the Session. The programme for the next 
seven months is o f an instructive nature, and should prove 
of equal value from a  philatelic point of view.

The officers retire according to rule, and are eligible for 
rejection .

I am, Gentlemen,
Yours faithfully,

Ma rk  E aston, lio n . Sec.
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The Sectional Imperial Album
THIS NEW ALBUM IS FULLY DESCRIBED IN A PAMPHLET 

WHICH WILL BE SENT POST-FREE ON APPLICATION.

The Outside Dimensions of the Cover are
I l f  by lOf in.

Each Page measures I l f  by 8 in. 
clear of Binding.

T H E  B I N D E R S

have been specially made and are of the simplest description ; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (See above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.

W hen mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re
moved and the pages laid out quite flat

T h ey are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 3 3 .— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars of contents. Price 6 / - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom , 6/6 ; abroad, 7 /-.

No. 3 4 .— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 1 5 / - ;  post-free, United K ingdom , 1 5 /6 ; abroad, 1 6 /-.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED,
391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
A full description of tbis Album will be sent post-free on application*

N o w  R e a d y . S e c t io n  I. G R E A T  B R I T A I N
(86 PAGES).

Price 3 /9 , or post-free in Great Britain, 4 / - ;  abroad, 4 /3 .
This Section includes all Postage, Official, Fiscal Postals, and Telegraph Stamps; but although only 

sold together, each of the above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one of them may be 
omitted if the collector does not wish to include it, but the section is only sold as a whole at above price.

W E 8 T  INDIES.
Section Paces. S. d.
2. ANTIQUA 4 •• 0 3
3. BAHAMAS 8 .. 0 4
4. BARBADOS 1 2  .. 0 6
6. BERMUDA 6  .. 0 4
6. CAYMAN ISLANDS , , 4 •• 0 3
7. DOMINICA IO .. 0 6
a GRENADA 1 2  .. 0 6
9. JAM AICA 1 2  .. 0 6

10. LEEW ARD ISLANDS 6  .. 0 4
11. MONTSERRAT . , , 4 •• 0 3
12. NEVIS . IO .. 0 6
18. ST. CHRISTOPHER IO .. 0 6
14. ST. K1TT S-N EV IS 4 •• 0 3
15. ST. LUCIA. t , 1 2  .. 0 6
16. ST. VINCENT 8 .. 0 4
17. T0 BA0 0  . t , 6  .. 0 4
18. TRINIDAD 22  . 1 0
19. TURKS ISLANDS , , 8 .. 0 4
20. TURKS & CAICOS ISLANDS 4 0 3
21. VIRQIN ISLANDS • 8 .. 0 4

AM ERICAN CO LO NIES.

22. BRITISH COLUMBIA 4 *• 0 3
23. CANADA . 22 .. 1 0
24. NEW  BRUNSWICK 4 •• 0 3
25. NEWFOUNDLAND 12 .. 0 6
26. NOVA SCOTIA , 4 *• 0 3
27. PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 4 •• 0 3
28. BRITISH OUIANA 22 .. 1 0
29. „  HONDURAS 8 .. 0 4
30. FALKLAND ISLANDS 6 .. 0 4

AFRICAN COLO NIES
Section Paces. s. d.
31. BRITISH BECHUANALAND 8 . u 4
32. ,, CENTRAL AFRICA 8 .. 0 4
33. ,, EAST AFRICA 12 .. 0 6
34. ,, SOMALILAND IO .. 0 6
35. „  SOUTH AFRICA . 10 .. 0 6
36. CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 18 .. 0 10
37. EAST AFRICA & UGANDA. 6 .. 0 4
38. GAMBIA . . . . 6 .. 0 4
39. GOLD COAST 6 .. 0 4
40. GRIQUALAND W EST . 10 .. 0 6
41. LAGOS . . . . 8 .. 0 4
42. MADAGASCAR . 22 .. 1 0
43. MAURITIUS 24 .. 1 0
44. NATAL . . . . 20 .. 0 10
45. NEW  SOUTH AFRICAN

REPUBLIC 22 .. 1 0
46. NIGER COAST . 8 .. 0 4
47. NORTHERN NIGERIA . 4 •• 0 3
48. ORANGE RIVER COLONY . 26 .. 1 2
49. ST. HELENA 8 .. 0 4
50. SE YC H E LLE S 8 .. 0 4
51. SIERRA LEONE . IO .. 0 6
52. SOUTHERN NIGERIA . 4 •• 0 3
53. STELLALAND 4 •• 0 4
54. SUDAN . . . . 14 .. 0 8
55. SW AZIELAND 4 - 0 3
56. TRANSVAAL 66 .. 2 9
57. UGANDA PROTECTORATE
58. ZANZIBAR
59. ZULULAND

P O S T A G E .
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an 

additional four pages for each section. The postage will then be as follows:—
G R E A T  BR ITA IN .

10 P ages . . . . 2d.
2 2 .....................................
3 8 ..................................... : 2£

130 . . . . 4d.
220 ..................................... 5d.
400 .. . . . . 6cL
600 „  . . . . 7<L

ABRO AD .

10 Pages .............................. 2d.
22 .............................. 2Jd.
34 .............................. 3d.
46 ...............................4KL
58 .............................. 5d.

Above 600  pages reckon Id. more for each And an extra £d. for every 12 pages in addition, 
additional 100 pages or portion thereof. up to 340  pages.

For more than 340  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 340  pages weigh 4 lb., 
and every 90  additional pages 1 lb.

M INIM UM  PO STA G E 2d.
patfe measures Hi x 8 In. clear of binding.

B L A N K  L E A V E S  can  b e  su p p lied  to  m atch  th e p rin ted  p ages, and w ill be 
fo und  o f  u se  fo r th o se  w h o  w an t to  in c lu d e  pairs, b lo ck s, or s tam p s on covers.

Price 9d. per doz.; post-free, l id . per doz.

STANLEY GIBBONS. Ltd., 391 STRAND, LONDON. W.C.
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Stamp Collections Register
W E  have many collections offered to us that for one reason or another we do not wish to pur

chase, and w e have therefore decided to open this “ Stam p Collections Register ”  in order to 
bring under the notice o f  our 12,000 readers o f  the “ Stam p W eekly”  the different pro

perties that m ay be placed in our hands. In addition to publishing this Register in our paper we 
also issue the Register in pam phlet form  and send it to a  large num ber o f good buyers who do 
not subscribe to “  G .S. W.”

T h e  following w ill be the first conditions that m ust be agreed to when we enter a  collection 
upon this Register.

1st.—The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is offered for sale.
2nd.—The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea (£ 1 .  is.) for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register.
3rd.—The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent (to %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4th.—Collections should be sent to 391 S t ra n d , L ondon, in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written.
$th.—Collections may be inspected at 391 St ra n d , W.C.
6th.—The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind.
7th.—Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.—No collection will be entered in this Register at a less price than Twenty Pounds.
9th.—Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., either as to 

the genuineness or condition of the stamps; but S. G., Ltd., are willing to report on any 
stamps in Collections on the Register at their usual terms.

10th.—Collectors are advised to fix the very lowest price they will accept, in the first instance, as this 
will ensure a quicker sale and save correspondence.

Illh .—It will greatly facilitate a sale if the owner will calculate the current catalogue price of his 
stamps.

No. 45.
A n  O l d  G e n e r a l  C o l l e c t i o n ,

Formed mostly twenty years ago, and containing a considerable number of rarities in an unused condition, 
and no Stamps of modern days. Among the rarer Stamps one might mention M auritius, native issues, 
several fine used copies, including the large fillet. N ew  B ru n sw ick , i /-, fine, used. Fine lot of Nevis, 
Bah am as, and other W est Indies. Some choice A u stra lian s, and a number of fine Stamps which must

be seen to be appreciated.

P r i c e  £ 2 2 5 .

No. 46.
A  C o l l e c t i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  m o s t l y  

o f  K i n g ' s  H e a d  S t a m p s ,
I N  M I N T  C O N D I T I O N .

AMONGST o t h e r s  w e  NOTE : —

B a rb a d o s, Jd. to 2/6. B .C .A ., id. to 1/-. B ritish  H onduras, 1 c. to $ 1 .  E ast A frica  and Uganda, 
i  to 12 a. Som aliland , i  to 12  a. C aym an ’s, Single C A, Jd . to 1 / - ;  Multiple, id . to 51- ; and two of the 
scarce Provisionals. C eylon , Single C A , 2 c. to R .2.25 ; Multiple C A , 2 c. to K.2.25. C y p ru s, Single 
C A , i  to 45 pias. F iji, jd . to 5/-. G am bia, id . to 3/-. G ib ra lta r, id. to 4/-. G ren ad a, id. to 10/-. 
H on g K ong, a  fine page. L a g o s, Single id . to 1 / - ;  Multiple i  to 10/-. M on tserrat, Single i  to 5/-• 
N atal, i  to 5/-. N orthern  N igeria , Single id. to 10 / - ; Multiple id . to 2/6, etc. etc., a  very fine lot in 

perfect condition, and an undoubted bargain.

P r i c e  £ 4 2 .

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“ T h e  m o n th ly  3 out»nal.”
The most popular Weekly Stamp Journal for 

the general collector and specialist.

PREPAID  SUBSCRIPTIO NS must commence with 
■ the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months ... is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 ............. 3S> 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

• i  .. 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
•to order G, S. W, from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 

.save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
instead of folded as it would be if posted.

C o n te n ts.
T H E  last number in each month is a special number 
1  that is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 

and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CHAS. J. PH ILLIPS, 
rand contain amongst other subjects
•The Countries of the World. By W. P. BarnsdaiL
Topical Motes. By Chas. J .  Phillips.
Mew Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature, 
t By Frank Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong.
'Each number contains several Original Articles, deal* 

ing with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World's Press.
A Special Feature is made of L E T T E R S FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS all over the World.
Philatelic Societies* Reports.
Answers to Correspondents.
About every other number contains an offer of a 

SPEC IA L BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

NOTICE. — Publishers of Magazines, &c., who 
exchange with 14 G. S. W ." are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
STA N LEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, 
W.C.

 ̂ Editorial Communications.—A ll communica- 
‘tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G. S . W,y
r 391 Strand, London, W.C.

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e .—The Editors regret that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head of 
14 Answers to Correspondents.**

C o v e r s  f o r  B i n d i n g  V o l u m e s . — Our publishers 
are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V II of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  m e e k l y
BOUND VO LU M ES.

T he following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
front and back, and with all advertisements and covers bound 
in, can now be s u p p l i e d P rice) post-free.

P e r i o d .  j .  d .
Vol. z . Jan. to June, 1905 . 25 0

„ 2 . July to Dec., 1905 . 10 6
,, 3 . Jan. to June, 1900 . xo 6
,, 4 . July to Dec., 1906 . 4 9
,, 5 . Jan. to June, 1907 . 4 9
,, 6 . July to Dec., 1907 . 4 9
„ 7 . Jan. to June, 1908 . 4 9

These volumes are replete with useful information to all 
collectors.

The M onthly Jo u rn a l.
T hese are replete with interesting articles by the best writeis 
of the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained in them.

V ols. z and 2 Out o f print s. J .
V ol. 3  . . post-free 7 6

.. 4  • ** 5 6
„  5 • • ♦ II 5 0

6 . . » • II 6 6
»  7 • • * »» 6 0

8 . . 6 0
„  9  ■ • • * II 5 0
„  xo . • • M 5 0
„  i i  . ♦ • II 5 0
„  12  . • ♦ »» 4 0
.. *3 • • ♦ M 4 0
..  *4 • 4 0
.. IS  • • • ♦ »» 4 0
„  id  . • • *» 4 0
.. *7 • ♦  • II 4 0
„  18  . ♦ II 4 0

The set of Sixteen Volumes (formiog a magnificent library in 
itself), well bound in cloth, is offered as a S pecial B argain 
for £ 3  post-free in Great Britain, carriage forward abroad.

EXAMINATION OF STAMPS-Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
comers, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose lime 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows : is. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed ; F. Forged; G. Genuine; G.F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R. Reprint

Do you want to PURCHASE
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collection? If so, CONSULT OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER.

Do you want to SELL
your collection, or any part of it, at 
the small commission of Ten per 
cent? If so, ENTER IT IN OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

Full conditions, and List of Thlrty«nlne Col* 
lections entered on the Register, sent post-free 

on demand.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand (H» ) ,  London, W.C.
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G r a n d  

C o l l e c t i o n  

P a c k e t s .

N e W  a n d  

G r e a t l y  

R e d u c e d  

P r i c e s

No. 6 1  contains IOO Varieties, including used and unused. Price 6d.; post-free, 7d.

No. 6 5  contains 250 Different Varieties, both  used  an d  unused Stam ps, E n velo p es 
□ ,  and  P o st C ard s □ ,  and  is w ell recom m en d ed  as a  cap ita l start for a  C o llector. P r ic e  2 S . ; 
post-free, 2 S. id.

No. 66, 500 Varieties, is stron gly  recom m en ded as the cheapest co llection  o f  500 
different Stam p s ever offered— the Stam p s cou ld  not b e  bought sep arately  for three tim es 
the m arve llou sly  low  p rice  at w hich it is now offered. T h e  Stam ps, & c ., are  clean , p icked  
sp ecim ens, fit for any co llection . T h e  best 500 varieties in the trade. P r ic e  4 s . ; post- 
free, 4s. id.

No. 6 7 , 1000 Varieties. T h is  p acket contains 1000 different Stam p s (an d  no 
E n v e lo p es, B an d s, and C ard s), a n d  is the cheapest packet ever offered  b y  S . G ., L td ., 
satisfaction  b eing  ab solu tely  guaranteed . T h e  price  it is  o ffered  at is  th e  low est ever quoted 
for such  a  co llection , em bracing as  it d oes scores o f  sca rc e  varieties, provisionals, new 
issues, an d  m any very  fine and o b so lete  varieties. P r ice  15s., post-free and  registered.

No. 68, 1500 Varieties. Each specimen is in perfect condition, and the 1500 
different Stamps form a noble start for anyone. A  large number of really rare and valuable 
stamps are contained in this collection; but it is impossible to enumerate them, as we are 
constantly adding New Issues and Older Stamps when we purchase such. Satisfaction is 
guaranteed. Price £ 1  15s., post-free and registered.

N o. 69, 2 0 0 0  Varieties. A  grand  p acket fo r a  d ea ler o r collector, every stam p being 
d ifferen t an d  genu in e, an d  thus form in g a  ch o ice  co llec tion  in  itself, o r a  stock  to m ake up 
sheets o r fo r exch an ge p urposes. P r ic e  ^ 3 ,  post-free an d  registered.

N o. 6 9 a, 3 0 0 0  Varieties. A  very  fine packet, con tain ing  m any rare  stam ps, all 
arranged  in  order, and  m ounted re a d y  to  p rice  or rem ove  to  a  co llection . P r ic e  £ 8  IOS., 
post-free an d  registered .

N o. 69b , 4 0 0 0  Varieties. A  valu ab le  co llection , a ll m ounted on sheets in  order. 
R e a lly  good  v a lu e ; b ein g  so ld  b y  us to co llectors at less than the p rice  usu ally  charged  in  the 
trade. P r ice  ^ 1 4 ,  post-free and registered .

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd.
3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .

The prices fo r  postage are those fo r  Great Britain only.
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S P E C I A L R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a n d  

R e v i s e d  S l u o t a t i o n s .

B A R G A IN

BECHDANALAND

AUG. 1 888 .

“  P r o t e c t o r a t e .”
Type 2. Overprinted on Great 
Britain Id., vermilion, the word 

“ Protectorate ” being T W IC E  
printed.

(iii). Overprint double.

5 2 d. i d . ,  v e r m i l i o n  a n d  b la c k

30s., mint.

N O T E .

This is the rare double 
overprint with small “ P ” in 
Protectorate. W e have se
cured part of a sheet that 
has recently been discovered, 
and shall price the Stamp 
45 /- in the next Catalogue. 
Subscribers to G.S.W. are 
offered this bargain for one 
week only.

ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

B R I T I S H  C E N T R A L  A F R IC A .
1897. Type 7. R evised price.

Cat. No. s. d.
44. 2d , black and yellow . . . 0 6

B R IT IS H  S O U T H  A F R IC A .
18,6-97. Type 5. A rm s. R cdu ctdprice.

40. tos. slate and vermilion on rose . . used 5 o
C H IN A .

Various issues. R evised prices.
25, 6 c., brown . . . used 1 0
69. 3 c. on a c., green . . . 0 4
84. 1 c. on 1 c. ,) . . . . 1 0
80. a c. on 3 c., pale mauve . . . . t o

C O S T A  R IC A .
1887. Type 7. President Soto.

21. 10 c., orange . . . . 0 6
C U B A  (S P A N IS H ).

1890. Baby K in g. Reduced Price.
157. 1 c., brown . . . . o a

C U B A  (U .S .A .).
1907. P o rtra it type.

119. 50 c., slate . . . .u se d  1 o
D IE G O  S U A R E Z .

189s. Postage D ue. Reduced price.
108. io c ., bbek . . . . t o

F E R N A N D O  POO.
1901. Type 14. Bop K in g.

10 c., brown-purple . . . used o
F R A N C E .

V arious types. R evised prices. 
a c., green . . . used o

30 c., lilac . . . o
F R E N C H  C O L O N IE S . 

x88i. Commerce type. Reduced price. 
as c., ochre on yeltaw . . . used o

G R E A T  B R IT A IN .
1884. Type 64. R evised price. 

aid., lilac . . .  used o
G U A T E M A L A .

Various types. Reduced prices.
4 reales, violet . . . . . o

75 c., black and violet (Pictorial) . , used o
H A W A IIA N  IS L A N D S .

1893. Type xa overprinted Provisional g o vt . 2893.
89. a c., carmine

H A Y T I.
• 0

45.
47.

1896-98.
3 c., drab*li!ac 
7 c., slate

Type 6. R evised prices.
. 0 
. 0

H O L K A R

2.
x886. Type t. Thin paper. 

i  a., pale mauve. . . 1
IC E L A N D .

1906. Type 12. New value.
15  aur., green and carmine . * . o

1908. O fficial. Type 54. N ew  value.
15  aur., black and blue . . . o

IN D IA .
Various types. R evised prices.

46/47. 8 p ., purple . . used o
J>27. a a . , orange . . . o

Y U N N A N .S E N .
1903-4. Stamps 0/ Indo-Chiua overprinted. 

a OOS. 4 c ., purple-brown on grey . . . o
a 605. to e .,  rose . . o
a 610. 30 c ., cinnamon on drab . . 1

129.

19$.
270.

74,

190.

20.
199.

4

6

6

3

o

3

3

6
6

4
o

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON.
NEW YORK) STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

P h i la t e l ic  S o c ie t ie s
H erts Philatelic Society

P r e e ld e n t i  f r o n t  R tloh en h olm , E tq .
H on. S e c r e ta r y  i  H, A. 8 la d e , E tq .,  N lnefielde, 8 t .  A lbans. 
M e e tin g s  i 4  S ou th am p ton  Sow , W .C ., Third T u ied aye. 
A n n u o ! S u b scrip tion , 6 t .

1908.
Oct. 2C

Nov. 17. 

Dec. 15.

1909.
Jan. 19.

Display of a portion of his Collection by the 
Earl of Crawford, k .t .
Display of St. Vincent and Bahamas, with 
notes, by Mr. M. P. Castle, j . p.
Display of Europeans (unused), with notes, by 
Mr. Robt. Reid.

Display of Great Britain, with notes, by Baron 
Anthony de Worms.

Feb. 16. Display of Messrs. Stanley Gibbons Limited's 
Collection of Forgeries of Italian States, etc., 
with notes, by Mr..Charles J .  Phillips.
Paper on the Italian States, by Mr. Percy 
Asnley, m.a.

Mar. 16. Display of Holland and Colonies, by Mr. A. J .  
Warren.

A pril20. “ The Purchasing Power of the Penny from a 
Philatelic and a non-Philalelic point of view," 
with display, by the Vice-President (Mr. FI. L. 
Hayman)and Mr. Percy Ashley, m.a.

M ay 18. Annual Meeting.

L eeds Philatelic Society
P r e e ld e n t i  W . V. H orton , F .S .P .8 .L .
M ee tin g s  t T u esda ys (7.15 p .m .) ,  R oom  8 3 ,  l o t d t  In s titu te ,  

O ooh rld g t S tr e e t.
H on. 8o oro ta rg  :  T. 8 . F raser, 2 2  O rien ta l T erraco, A rm ley , 

L tod o ,
A n n u a l S u b scrip tion  :  St.

1908.
Oct. so. Display of European Stamps, old issues, by the 

Members.
Nov. 3. Display of the Stamps of Hong Kong and Straits 

Settlements, with notes, by E . Heginbottom, 
Esq., b.a .

Nov. 5. Visit to the Bradford Society.
Nov. 17. Display of Stamps of the South American Re* 

publics, by the Members, and Stamp Auction.
Dec. 1. Visit of tne Bradford Society. Display of the 

Pictorial issues of New Zealand, by A. H. 
Stamford, Esq.

Dec. 3. Visit to the Huddersfield Society.
Dec. 15. Display, by H. Wade, Esq.

1909.
Jan. Paper, 11 Histonr and the Postage Stamp," and

Display, by W. E . Lincoln, Esq.
Jan. 19. Display of the Stamps of Malta^ Gibraltar, and 

Cyprus, with notes, by E . Heginbottom, Esq.,
B.A.

Feb. ». Display of the Stamps of Egypt, with notes, by 
T. W. Duffield, Esq.

Feb. x8. Visit to the Brxulford Society.
Feb. 20. Visit to the Manchester Postage Stamp Exhibi

tion.
Mar. 2. Display of the British Bechuanaland Stamps.

with notes, by T. K . Skipwith, Esq., and 
Stamp Auction.

Mar. 16. Visit of the Bradford Society. Display of the 
Surface-printed Stamps of Great Britain issued 
up to 1884, with notes, by W. M. Gray, Esq., 
F.R.P.S.L.

Mar. 30. Visit of the Huddersfield Society.
April 6. Paper and Display, by Fred. A. Padgett, Esq.
April 20. Display of “ Some Recent Issues," with Dotes, 

by G. Davis, Esq. Stamp Auction.
May 4. Display of British West Indian (including Turks 

Islands) Stamps, with notes, by the President.
May 18. Annual Meeting.

L iverpool Ju n ior Philatelic Society
President 1 A. 8. AHenJer.
Horn. 8so. 1 4. H. M. Sotago, 88 Bsblngtsn Road, Sirkonhead. 
Moetinf i  h o ld  at § Colquitt Strsst, Usorpool.

T he first ordinary meeting of the above Society for the 
1908-9 session, held at 7.30 p.m. on Monday eveoing. 
• t  September, at 6 Colquitt Street, Liverpool, was attended 
by about twenty members, including three ladies.

Mr. Rocklin took the chair in the absence of the

President, Mr. A. S. Allender, and Miss Lyster and 
Messrs. Savage, Bate, Fletcher, Archer, and Edmondson 
represented the Committee. The Hon. Sec., Mr. Savage, 
read the minutes of the last ordinary meeting, held on 
21 April, 1908, which were duly passed. The Secretary 
reported two or three resignations, which were more than 
balanced by the election o f two candidates and the pro
posing of three more for membership

Mr.( Bate, the Hon. Exchange Secretary, then read a 
most Interesting and well-written paper on the "Stam ps 
of Jam aica," describing carefully tbe different issues from 
the first to the present stamps.

Mr. Savage, in proposing a vote of thanks to the lecturer, 
made^ several very interesting remarks about tbe early 
Jamaican Post Office and its postal service. Mr. Fletcher 
seconded, and Messrs. Clissold and Webster supported 
the motion. Mr. Bate was accorded a hearty vote of 
thanks, to which he suitably responded.

Fine exhibitions of Jamaican stamps were shown by 
Messrs. Rockliff, Savage, Bate, and Clissold.

In the competition two prizes awarded for the best 
exhibits of the stamps o f certain countries throughout the 
season, out of a maximum of ten, the following points 
were a w a r d e d S .  Evans, 9 ; Mrs. Burton, 8 ; and M. T . 
Samson, 3.

North L ondon  Philatelic S ociety
P r e s id e n t : C h a rio t M. C. S y m e s .
H on. S e c r e ta r y :  C . 8 .  M uratorl, 2 8  F lo toh ln g  R oad , L ow er  

C lapton , M .E.
IU o t i n g t :  H t  a n d  8 rd  T h u rsd a ys , C en tra l Y .M .C .A .,  7  

H ighbury P la c e . H lghburg $ t a t h n ,  H .
8u b i c r l p th n :  2$ . Od. p e r  a n n u m .

IM PO R T A N T.
The annual subscription does not admit of the posting 

of regular notices o f every meeting. Members are there
fore urgently requested to keep the full programme handy 
for frequent reference, aod to remember that the meetings 
take place on the First and Third Thursdays of each 
month.

190ft.
Sept. 3. Convcr*azione, Display of Rarities and Novel

ties. Public Evening.
Sept. 17. Paper and Display, “ Chili," by J .  R . Burton, 

F.R. P. S.L.
Oct. t. Debate, “  Merits of Catalogues."
Oct. i$. Questions and Answers.
Nov. 5. Pnperand Display, “ New South Wales, Victoria, 

and South Australia," by A. H. L. Giles, K.N. 
Nov. 19, Paper and Display, “  West Indiana, Part I, 

Antigua, Bahamas, and Bermudas," by E . 
Heginbottom, b.a ., f . r.p.s.l.

Dec. 3. Competitive Display, “ Sum ps used in coun
tries other than those of issue." Prize pre
sented by C. J .  Phillips.
Paper, “  Should limited Specialism be advo
cated! ” by C. M. C. Symes.

Dec. 17. Paper ana Display, "W est Indians, Part II, 
Barbados," by E . Heginbottom, b.a ., f .r.p.s.l.

>909.
Jan. 7. Debate, “ What is the status of an Unused 

Postage Due Stam p?" by C. S. Muratori.
Jan. 21. Paper and Display, “ West Indians, Part I I I ,  

Dominica and Grenada,”  by E . Heginbottom, 
D.A., F.R.P.S.L.
Paper, “  Laxity in Exchange Clubs,” by C. M. 
C. Symes.

Feb. 4. Paper and Display, "  Fiscals," by W. Schwa- 
bacher, f .r.p.s.u
Paper and Display, “ Cayman Islands," byC. J .  
Phillips.

Feb. x8. Paper and Display, “ West Indians, Part IV, 
Jamaica, Grenada, and Nevis," by E . Hegin
bottom, B.A., P.R.P.S L.
Paper by A. B. Creeke, jun.

Mar. 3. Display of Society's Collection of Forgeries, by 
P. J .  W. Deverelu

Mar. 17. Display by J .  C. Sidebotbam, F.R.P.S.L.
Paper and Display, “  Philatelic Literature," by 
Herbert Clarke.

April 7. Competitive Display, with notes, of not more 
than twenty-five sumps, showing objects of 
Natural History.

April 21. Paper and Display, “  Cashmere,”  by A. J .  Sefi. 
May 5. Philatelic Sketch.
May 19. Annual General Meeting.

»
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The Sectional Imperial Album
THIS NEW ALBUM IS FULLY DESCRIBED IN A PAMPHLET 

WHICH WILL BE SENT POST-FREE ON APPLICATION.

The Outside Dimensions of the Cover are
I l f  by lOf in.

Each Page measures I l f  by 8 in. 
clear of Binding.

T H E  B I N D E R S

have been specially made and are of the simplest description; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (See above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.

W h e n  m o u n t in g  s t a m p s ,  t h e  s p r i n g  b a c k  c o v e r  s h o u ld  b e  r e 
m o v e d  a n d  th e  p a g e s  la id  o u t  q u it e  f l a t

T h ey are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 3 3 .— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars of contents. Price 6 / - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom , 6/6; abroad, 7 /-.

No. 3 4 .— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 1 6 / - ;  post-free, United Kingdom , 1 5 /6 ; abroad, 1 6 /-.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED,
3 9 1  STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
A  fall description of this Album v il l  be sent post-free on application*

N o w  B e a d y . S e c t io n  1 . G R E A T  B R I T A I N
(86  PAGES).

Price 3 /9 , or post-free in Great Britain, 4 / - ;  abroad, 4 /3 .
This Section includes all Postage, Official, Fiscal Postals, and Telegraph Stamps; but although only 

sold together, each of the above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one of them may be 
omitted if the collector does not wish to include it, but the section is only sold as a  whole at above price.

W E 8 T  INDIES. Price.
Section Pages. s. d.
2. ANTIGUA 4 •• 0 3
a  BAHAM AS 8 .. 0 4
4. BARBADOS 12 .. 0 6
6. BERMUDA 6 .. 0 4
& CAYMAN ISLANDS 4 •• 0 3
7. DOMINICA IO .. 0 6
a  ORENADA 12 .. 0 6
9. JAM AICA 12 .. 0 6

10. LEEW ARD  ISLANDS . 6 .. 0 4
11. MONTSERRAT . 4 •• 0 3
la  NEVIS . IO .. 0 6
la  ST. CHRISTOPHER IO .. 0 6
14 ST. KITTS-NEVIS 4 •• 0 3
15. ST . LUCIA. 12 .. 0 6
16. S T . VINCENT 8 .. 0 4
17. TOBAOO . . . . 6 .. 0 4
18. TRINIDAD 22 .. 1 0
19. TURKS ISLANDS 8 .. 0 4
20. TURKS & CAICOS ISLANDS 4 • 0 3
21. VIROIN ISLANDS 8 .. 0 4

AM ERICAN CO LO NIES.

22 BRITISH COLUMBIA . 4 •* 0 3
2a CANADA . . . . 22 .. 1 0
24 NEW  BRUNSWICK 4 •• 0 3
25. NEWFOUNDLAND 12 .. 0 6
28. NOVA SCOTIA 4 •• 0 3
27. PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 4 • 0 3
28. BRITISH QUIANA 22 .. 1 0
29. „  HONDURAS . 8 .. 0 4
30. FALKLAND ISLANDS . 6 .. . 0 4

AFRICAN C O LO N IES
Section Pages. s. d.
31. BRITISH BECHUANALAND 8 .. 0 4
3a „  CENTRAL AFRICA 8 .. 0 4
33. „  EAST AFRICA 12 .. 0 6
34 „  SOMALILAND IO .. 0 a
35. „  SOUTH AFRICA . IO .. 0 0
38. CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 18 .. 0 10
37. EAST AFRICA &  UGANDA. 6 .. 0 4
38. OAMBIA . . . . 6 .. 0 4
39. OOLD COAST 6 .. 0 4
40. ORIQUALAND W EST  . IO .. 0 6
41. LAGOS . . 8 .. 0 4
4a MADAGASCAR . 22 .. 1 0
43. MAURITIUS 24 .. 1 0
44. NATAL . 20 .. 0 10
45. NEW  SOUTH AFRICAN 

REPUBLIC 22 .. 1 0
46. NIGER COAST . 8 .. 0 4
47. NORTHERN NIGERIA . 4 - 0 3
48. ORANGE RIVER COLONY . 26 .. 1 2
49. ST. HELENA 8 .. 0 4
50. SE Y C H E LLE S 8 .. 0 4
51. SIERRA LEONE . IO .. 0 6
52. SOUTHERN NIOERIA . 4 •• 0 3
53. STELLALAND . 4 •• 0 3
54. SUDAN . . . . 1 4 .. 0 8
55. SW AZIELAND . 4  •• 0 3
56. TRANSVAAL 66  .. 2 9
57. UGANDA PROTECTORATE
58. ZANZIBAR
59. ZULULAND

P O S T A G E .
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired suctions, and to this amount add an

additional four pages for each section.
G R E A T  BR ITA IN .

10 P a g e s ..................................... 2d.
2 2 ..................................................2Jd.
3 6 ....................................................3d.

1 3 0 ................................................... 4d.
220   5d.
400   0d.
600   7d.

Above 600  pages reckon Id. more 
additional 100 pages or portion thereof.

The postage will then be as follows:—
ABROAD.

10 Pages 
22 
34 
48 
68

2d.
2*1.
3d.

4* L
5cL

for each And an extra Jd. for every 12 pages in addition, 
up to 340  pages.

For more than 340  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 34 0  pages weigh 4 lb., 
and every 90  additional pages 1 lb.

M INIM UM  PO STA G E . . 2d.
N.B.—E ach  page maaanres H i x 8  In. clear of binding.

B L A N K  L E A V E S  ca n  b e  su p p lied  to  m atch  th e  p rin ted  p a g e s , an d  w ill b e  
found o f  use fo r th o se  w h o  w a n t to  in c lu d e  pairs, b lo cks, o r s ta m p s  on co vers . 

Price 9d. per doz.; post-free, l id .  per doz.

ST A N L E Y  GIBBONS. Ltd., 391 STRAND. LONDON. W.C.
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T H E  S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S

P H I L A T E L I C  H A N D B O O K S

Mo. 9. The POSTAGE STAMPS, etc., of the=  F IJI=  ISLANDS
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS.

With numerous Illustrations in the text and also t$  fu ll  plates of 
Photogravure Illustrations.

T his entirely new work is the same size and form as 
the publications of the Royal Philatelic Society.

It is divided into fourteen chapters and three 
appendices.

The two plates of the “  Fiji Times ” Express 
stamps are illustrated and their history is given in 
full. The rare V.R. overprints are all plated for the 
first time, and the different settings are illustrated 
and the position on the plates of all the errors in 
the overprint has been determined.

In the following issues the conversion of the 
blocks of the “ C.R.” stamps into those of “ V.R.” 
by means of the insertion of wooden plugs is fully 
explained for the first time, and there is much 
interesting new information about the later issues, 
with description and illustrations of essays and 
proofs, also of Duty, Frank, and Cake Fair Stamps.

Price 21j -  In strong paper cover; post-free, 21/S ;  abroad, 21/ 9 ; or 
LIBRARY EDITION

Handsomely bound in halt Red Morocco, Art Vellum Sides, extra gilt back and 
edges with cloth pocket Inside the corner to bold the fifteen plates.

Price 30 j - ; post-free, 3 0 / 6 ;  abroad, 31/ -

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D ,
3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  i l l e e k l y
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“ T b e  m o n th ly  3 oui»nal.”
The most popular Weekly Stamp Journal for 

the general collector and specialist.

PR EPA ID  SUBSCRIPTIO N S must commence with 
die current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U .S.A .
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3  months ... is .  8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6  »t 35- 3d . 80 c. fc. 4.00 m . 3.25

12  ,, 6s. 6d. $ 1.6 0 fc. 8.00 m . 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G« S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
instead of folded as it would be if posted.

C o n te n ts .
'T 'H E  last number In each month is a special number 
+ that is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 

and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CMAS. J. PH ILLIPS, 
and contain amongst other subjects : —
The Countries of the World. By W. P. BarnsdalL
Topical Notes. By Ch&s. J .  Phillips.
New Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal

ing with every subject of use to tbe Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World’s Press.
A Special Feature is made of L E T T E R S FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS aU over tbe World. 
Philatelic Societies* Reports.
Answers to Correspondents.
About every other number contains an offer of a 

SPEC IA L BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

to. purchase for cash.

NOTICE. — Publishers of Magazines, &c., who 
exchange with *‘ G. S. W ." are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
ST A N LE Y GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, 
W .C.
*# E ditorial Communications.—All communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G. S. W*y
391 Strand, London, W .C.

Correspondence.—The Editors regret that they 
haveno time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head of 
V Answers to Correspondents."

Covers for B inding V olumes.—Our publishers 
are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V ll  of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-nee.

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  m e e k l y
BOUND VO LU M ES.

T hb following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
front aod back, aod with all advertisements and covers bound 
in, can now be s u p p l i e d p rfce> p 08t - f r e e .

p tklOD. S. d.
Vol. 1 . Jan. to june, 1905 . 25 0

II
M

2 . 
3 .

July to 
jail, to

Dec., 1905 . 
June, 1900 .

10
10

6
6

♦ I 4 • july to Dec., >906 . 4 9
>> 5 • jan. to June, 1907 . 4 9

6 . July to Dec., 1907 . 4 9
II 7 • Jan. to June, 1908 . 4 9

These volumes are replete with useful information to all 
collectors.

Tbe monthly Journal.
T hbsb are replete with interesting articles by tbe best writers 
of the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained in them.

Vols. x and 2 Ottt of print J.
Vol. 3 . . . post-free 7 6

.. 4 • • II 5 6
»i 5 ♦ ♦ »• 5 0
,, 6 ■ • • ♦ »* 6 6
» 7 • • • »t 6 0
„  8 . . • ♦ ** 6 0

9 • • • II 5 0
„  10 . • ♦ »• 5 0
„  11 . 5 0
„  12 . • >» 4 0
„  13 • • * »• 4 0
.. <4 . ♦ »l 4 0

*5 • • • • 4 0
„  16 . • ♦ II 4 0
.. *7 • • * II 4 0
,. 18 . ♦ »» 4 0

The set of Sixteen Volumes (forming a magnificent library in 
itself), well bound in cloth, is offered as a S pecial  Bargain 
for J & 3 post-free in Great Britain, carriage forward abroad.

EXAMINATION OF STAMPS.-Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a  great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examioAtion of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
corners, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future wilt be as follows: is. per stamp, postage And 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion:— 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed; F. Forged; G. Genuine; G .F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R . Reprint.

Do you want to PURCHASE
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collection ? I f  so, C O N SU LT  O UR

STAM P COLLECTIONS REGISTER.

Do you want to SELL.
your collection, or any part of it, at 
the small commission of Ten per 
cent? I f  so, E N T E R  IT  IN  O UR

STAM P COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

Full conditions, and List of Thirty-nine Col
lections entered on the Register, sent post-free 

on demand.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  391  S t r a n d  ( « 5. ) ,  L o n d o n , W . C .
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Portable Leather Cases
G B E A T  R E D U C T I O N  I N  P R I C E S .

JUST THE TH IN G  FOR YOUR ALBUMS.
L O O K S  fitted to an Album do not insure complete security, nor do 
they improve the appearance. We have prepared a P O R T A B L E  
L E A T H E R  C A S E ,  made of the best brown cow hide, and fitted with 
spring lock and key. The case is made in two sizes, both of which are so 
arranged that n)ost of our better Albums will fit into them. Each Case is 
lined with green Venetian baize, and is provided with a strong leather handle.

LENGTH.
12 inches. 

DEPTH.
11 inches.

Two Widths.
No. 1028. 
7 i inches.

No. 1508.
4 inches.

LEATHER ALBUM CASE.
The Cases are suitable fo r  any o f  the following Album s:

No, 1028. Large Size.
Three IMPERIAL (Old Style). 
Three PHILATELIC E. 
FourSECTIONAL IMPERIAL 
Four SIMPLEX.
Five ORIEL.

Fitted with Lock and Two Straps.

Price 21s.
Postage : Great Britain, SIXPEN CE 

Weight: Under 5 lbs.

No. 1608. Small Size.
One IDEAL (Nos. II or III). 
Two PHILATELIC E. 
TwoSECTIONAL IMPERIAL 
Two SIMPLEX.
Three ORIEL.

Fitted with Lock only.

Price 17s. 6d.
Postage: Great Britain, S i x p e n c e . 

Weight: Under 4 lbs.

STANLEY GIBBONS, L IM IT E D
391 Strand, London, W.C.
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STANLEY GIBBONS

APPROVAL SHEETS
ABE MADE OP OP PICKED COPIES.

They are arranged in over sixty dif
fering sheets, so that a Collector 
who goes through them all will have 
had the chance of making his selec* 

tion from more than

6000
Different

Stamps
We keep a record of every sheet a 
Collector has had, so that we never 
send a Collector the same sheet twice.

On these sheets w e  a llow  a 
d iscount o f  10 per cent. = 2s. 

o ff  each 20s.

May we send you a Sample Sheet 
of your favourite Country ?

STANLEY GIBBONS
L I M I T E D ,

391 STRAND, LONDON, W .C.

R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a n d  

R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

B R IT IS H  L E V A N T .
1906. Stam p o f G reat B rita in  overprinted Levant.

Cal. No. s. d .
l25. i  pi. on * Jd ., ultramarine . . . used o i

C H A M B A .
1903-5. K in g 's  H ead. R evised prices.

41. }  a., pea-green . . . used o x
42. 1 a ., carmine . . . . M o a

133a. 3 p., blue-grey (Service) . . o i
135. x a., carmine ( „  ) . . , , 0 3
130. 2 a., purple ( „  ) . , , 0 4

C O L O M B IA .
1863-91. Various types. Reduced prices.

189. 50 c., brown on buff . . . . 1 6
190a. 1  p., lake on yellowish . . . . 2 0
240. 5 c-, deep blue on azure . . . . 0 2

D A N IS H  W E S T  IN D IE S .
1908. Nero type. P o rtra it o f K in g  Frederick V III .

70.
71.
72.
73.

331.
332.
334.
335. 
330. 
337.

t 20.

5 bit, green 
10 bit, brick.red .
20 bit, deep blue and yellow-green 
25 bit, blue . .

ECUADOR.
1908. N ew  types. Handsome stamps 

t c., red-brown (locomotive)
2 c., dull blue {triangular)

10 c ., ochre ( „  |
20 c., gr*en ( „  )
50 c., grey-black ( )

t sucre, black (View)

GERMAN LEVANT.
1900. Stam p o f Germ an Em pire, surcharged.
1 pi. on 20 pf., ultramarine . . used

GERMAN MOROCCO.
1905. Stam p o f Germ an Em piret surcharged. 

m'21. 5 c. on 5 pf., green .u sed  o 2

HOLKAR.
1504-7. Type 4. P o rtra it.

0. i  a., orange . . . .u sed  o 1

30.

37.
42.
48.
91.

129.
135.

652.
665.
662.
604.

169.
170.
171.
172.
173.
174.

JOHOR. * 3
1892-4. P rovisional. Reduced Price.

3 c. on 4 c , purple and black . . 0 6

MEXICO.
Various issues. R evised prices. 

13 c., blue .
13 c., „
25 c., brown-orange
i2 c.» blue . .
5 c., orange (Overprint omitted) 

xo c., brown (Imperf.)
1899-1903. O fficial stamps.

3 c ,  brown
15 c., lilac and lavender 
5 c., orange 

xo c., orange and blue

• 5 o
• « 3

. • 1 o

. used o 3 
. . 0 2

. o  6

. used o 4 
. t o 

. . O 4

. . 0 6

SAMOA.
1687-94. T ypes. P e r f.it . Reduced//  ices.
is., rose . . . . . t 6
as. 6d., violet * • . . . . 2 0

SERVIA.
1903-4. Type is , overprinted w ith  Arm s. 

5 p., pale green . . . .  
10 p., rose . .
[5 p., drab .
10 p., orange . . . .
15 p., blue . . . .
»o p.. grey . . . .

o 1 
o 2
o 3
o  4
o  4
x O

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N .

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

\

P h i la t e l i c  S o c ie t ie s
B irm ingham  Philatelic S ociety

H en . P r e s id e n t  i  S ir  W . B . A u ery , B a ri.
Mom. S e c r e ta r y :  0 .  J oh n son , B .A ., 1 0 9  B lrxk fioid  Hoad, 

B irm in gh am .
M ootln go  t  T h u rtd a go , at SOB B lreh fiold  H oad , Blrm lm yham . 
A n n u al S u b scrip tion  t B o. E n tra n ce  Poo i  Bo.

October x. Annual General Business Meeting.
The following programme was approved 
1908

Oct. 32. D isplay: Victoria, 1868-85, Messrs. R .
H o llic k  and G. A. S t e p h e n so n . 

Nov. 5. P aper: "  St. Vincent, 1861-77,”  Mr. W. P imm. 
,, 26. P a p e r B a r b a d o s ,  1852-70/’

Mr. C. A . S t e ph en so n .
Dec. 3. Auction.

„  17. Display for forthcoming Exhibition.

t I WJa n . 7. Lantern Display, Mr. J .  A. M ar g o sc h is .
,, 12 to 15. Exhibition at Midland Institute.

Feb. it . D isp la y : St. Helena and other African 
Colonies, Dr. T . G room.

„  35. D isplay: British Guiana, Mr. B. B. T il l e y . 
Mar. 4. Auction.

,» 18. Notes on "Su nd ay Label Stamps of Belgium,” 
with Display, Mr. F. E . W ilso n .

April x. Paper: "Cashm ere," Mr. A l e x . J .  S e p i.
,, 39. Annual Dinner.

£ 5  was granted towards the Permanent Collection.
The report and balance-sheet, showing a balance in 

band of £89 ts. ojd., were approved.
The Officers and Committee were elected as above.
The rules o f the auctions were revised in favour of the 

members who wish to sell at the same.
Messrs. P. Lanzon, F . Brocchi, J .  M. Molesworth, 

W. Silk, Alex. J .  Sefi, V. F. James, and S. C. L. Wade 
were elected members.

Votes of thanks were entered on the minutes to all those 
who had sent periodicals during the past session; also to 
Messrs. F. C. Henderson, F. Brocchi, Mrs. Lake, Messrs. 
H. Barnwell, and P. T. Deakin for recent additions to the 
Permanent Collection, and to Mr. H. S. Hodsoo for cata
logues.

It was decided, as usual, to enter the names of all those 
who bad given donations to the-Permanent Collection 
duriog the past year in the front o f the albums in the 
order o f the value o f the gifts.

A  vote o f sympathy with the Hon. President in his 
illness was unanimously passed, as was the decision to 
supply every member with the P h ilatelic W orld for the 
next twelve months who sends 6d. for the postage on same 
to the Hon. Secretary.

The total value o f stamps circulated during the past 
year was £38,963 as. 1 id ., and the total sold £2874 its. 9d. 
The total membership on 30 September was 355, but we 
still welcome philatelists or good standing, whether col
lectors or dealers, and should be glad of more colonial and 
foreign members who could send sheets regularly.

Any one who has not received a  copy o f tbe annual 
report may have one on application to the Hon. Secretary.

H uddersfield  an d  District 
Philatelic S ociety

P r e s id e n t  1  B oo. 0 .  C . 8 . M addon .

Mom. S e c r e ta r y  t  C . M. O reenm ood, 4 9  P e r e e e e r a n o e  B iroo t, 
M u d d oro fo ld .

M o o t ln g o :  Y .M -C .A . B oom o, a l t o m o t o  T h orod a g o .

Oct. 33. Display: G itat Britain.
Nov. 5. Display : Ceylon, E . Heginbottom.

„  19. Visit and Dtep.ay by tbe Bradford Philatelic 
Society.

D ec 3. Visit of the Leeds Philatelic Society. Display 
by the Huddersfield members.

„  17. D isplay: France and Colonies, W. D. Heigh.

Display: Hong Kong, India, E. Heginbottom. 
Paper and Display, w . K . Sktpwith, Leeds. 
Paper and Display, Geo. Reynolds.

„  18-20. Stamp Exhibition and Congress, Manchester.
,, 25. Display, Straits Settlements, E. Heginbottom. 

Mar. 1 1 .  Visit to the Bradford Philatelic Society, with 
Display.

11. 30 (Tuesday). Visit to the Leeds Philatelic Society. 
April 8. Display by Dr. Robinson and E . Hardcastle, 

Halifax.
„  33. Annual General Meeting.

Northampton Philatelic Society
President: H. E. Archer,
Hon. Secretary 1 W. Nichole, 70 Stimpeon Avenue, 

Northampton.
Mooting Place: The Divan Caf>, Northampton.
Meotingo : Wednesdays at 8.30 p.m., fortnightly. 
Subscription: 2o. 6d.

T he above Society commenced their second season on 
Wednesday, 16 September. Several new members were 
admitted at this meeting, and tbe following officers were 
elected for the seaso n P resid en t, Mr. H. E . Archer; 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. W. Nichols.

Tbe programme for the season is as follows :—
1908. S E S S IO N  1908-9.

Oci. 14. Display, with Notes : Great Britain,
Messrs. B rown and N ichols* 

,, 38. Debate: "  Should damaged stamps be coU 
lected ? ”

Nov. zi. Display and Paper : United States,
Mr. J .  ' J ellkym an .

,, 25. Display: Great Britain and Colonials,
Mr. H . E .  A r c h e r .

Dec. :6 . Display: Sarawak, Mr. H . B e n n e t t .
,, 30. General Display: Mr. F. G. V. B rown.

* ***• _
Jan . 13. Competitive DUplay of Stamps issued during 

ioo3, limited to twenty-five Stamps. All 
Members are requested to compete. A Pi ire 
will be given for the most representative lot.

„  37. Display and Paper: Egypt, Mr. B. A. S wift. 
Feb. 10. "  Toe Printing o f Postage Stamps/'

Mr. T . B. W iddowson, o f  Leicester. 
,, 34.. Display and N otes: Malta, Mr. W. N ich o ls. 

Mar. 10. General D isplay: Mr. H. Mc L e l l a n .
„  34. D isplay: Foreign Countries,

Mr. H. E . A rch er .
Apr. 14.

„  38.

North o f  England 
Philatelic S ociety

P r e s id e n t :  8 .  8 .  B a lnbrldgo, J .P .
Mom. 800. :  M ark E a ston , 4 8  S id n ey  0 to o o , N em oaotio-on*  

T yne.
M o o tln g o :  Y .M .6.A . ,  N m ooaotlo-on-Tym o, f i r s t  T hursday In 

e a c h  m on th , O c to b er  t o  A pril, 7 .8 0  p .m .
'A nnual 8u b ocrlp tlom :  So. 8d .

T h e  first meeting o f the new session was held on t October 
at the Y .M .C .A ., Newcastle-on-Tyne, at 7.30 p.m.

The Vice-President, Mr. T . D. Hume, was in tbe chair, 
and there were seventeen members and one visitor present.

After formal business, Messrs. Thos. Witkinson, Lionel 
E . Bttckell, and J .  Foster Stackhouse were elected 
members.

Mr. R . W. Wilkinson then showed his Bulgaria, 
mounted on cards, fully annotated on left side, with dates 
o f issue, etc. Tbe country is practically complete (except 
the error 5 stot., rose), ana contains many fine copies, both 
used and unused, o f the early issues j  also provisionals, 
with pairs and blocks. There Is a  complete lot o f the 
Unpaids, including tbe 1901 provisionals surcharged " T . "  
Mr. Wilkinson also showed two entirely new varieties of 
the 1806 Boris issue.

At the close o f tbe display, Mr. Wilkinson was accorded 
a hearty vote of thanks, ou tbe rnbtion o f Mr. W. J .  
Cochrane, seconded by Mr Whillis, and replied thereto.

*909-
Jan. 14.

„  38. 
Feb. ix.



The Sectional Imperial Album
THIS HEW ALBUM IS FULLY DESCRIBED IN A. PAMPHLET 

WHICH WILL BE SENT POST-FREE ON APPLICATION.

The Outside Dimensions of the Coyer are
I l f  by 10& in.

Each Page measures I l f  by 8 in. 
clear of Binding.

T H E  B I N D E R S

have been specially made and are of the simplest description; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. {See above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.

W h e n  m o u n t in g  s t a m p s ,  t h e  s p r i n g  b a c k  c o v e r  s h o u ld  b e  r e 
m o v e d  a n d  t h e  p a g e s  la id  o u t  q u it e  f l a t

T h ey are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 3 3 .— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars of contents. Price 6 / - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom , 6/6; abroad, 7 /-.

No. 3 4 .— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 1 6 / - ;  post-free, United Kingdom , 1 6 /6 ; abroad, 1 6 /-.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED,
3 9 1  STRAND, LONDON, W .C.

6



THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
A  full description o f this Album  w ill be sent post-free on application.

N o w  R e a d y . S e c t io n  I . G R E A T  B R I T A I N
( 8 6  PAGES).

Price 3 /9 , or post-free in Great Britain, 4 / - ;  abroad, 4 /3 .
This Section includes all Postage, Official, Fiscal Postals, and Telegraph Stamps; but although only 

sold together, each of the above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one of them may be 
omitted if the collector does not wish to include it, but the section is only sold as a  whole at above price.

W E S T  INDIES.
Section Pages. S. d.
2. ANTIQUA , , 4  •• 0 3
3. BAHAM AS 8 .. 0 4
4. BARBADOS , , 12 .. 0 6
5. BERMUDA . 6 .. 0 4
6. CAYMAN ISLANDS . 4  •• 0 3
7. DOMINICA , , IO .. 0 6
8. 0 RENADA . • 12 .. 0 6
9. JAM AICA . 12 .. 0 6

10. LEEW ARD  ISLANDS 6 .. 0 4
11. MONTSERRAT . . 4  •• 0 3
12. NEVIS . _ IO .. 0 0
13. ST. CHRISTOPHER . IO .. 0 6
14. ST. KITTS-NEVIS 4  - 0 3
15. ST. LUCIA. . 12 .. 0 6
16. ST . VINCENT 8 .. 0 4
17. TOBAQO . . 6 .. 0 4
ia TRINIDAD . 22 .. 1 0
10. TURKS ISLANDS 8 .. 0 4
20. TURKS & CAICOS ISLANDS 4 0 3
21. VIRQIN ISLANDS • 8 .. 0 4

AM ERICAN CO LO NIES.

22. BRITISH COLUMBIA 4  •• 0 3
23. CANADA . , 22 .. 1 0
24. NEW  BRUNSWICK , . 4  •• 0 3
25. NEWFOUNDLAND , 12 .. 0 6
20. NOVA SCOTIA . . 4  ■■ 0 3
27. PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 4  •• 0 3
28. BRITISH GUIANA . 22 .. 1 0
29. „  HONDURAS , , 8  .. 0 4
30. FALKLAND ISLANDS , , 6  . . . 0 4

AFRICAN COLO NIES.
Section Pages. s. d.
31. BRITISH BECHUANALAND 8 . . 0 4
32. „  CENTRAL AFRICA 8 . . 0 4
33. „  EAST AFRICA 12 . . 0 6
34. „  SOMALILAND IO . . 0 6
35. „  SOUTH AFRICA . IO . . 0 6
38. CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 18 . . 0 10
37. EAST AFRICA & UGANDA. 6 . . 0 4
38. GAMBIA . . . . 6 . -0 4
39. GOLD COAST 6 . . 0 4
40. ORIQUALAND W EST . IO . . 0 6
41. LAGOS . . . . 8 . . 0 4
42. MADAGASCAR . 22 . . 1 0
43. MAURITIUS 24 . . 1 0
44. NATAL . . . . 20 . . 0 10
45. NEW  SOUTH AFRICAN

REPUBLIC - . . 22 . . 1 0
46. NIGER COAST . 8 . . 0 4
47. NORTHERN NIGERIA . 4 • . 0 3
48. ORANGE RIVER COLONY . 26 . . 1 2
49. ST. H ELENA 8 . . 0 4
50. SE Y C H E LLE S 8 . . 0 4
51. SIERRA LEONE . IO . . 0 6
52. SOUTHERN NIGERIA . 4 • . 0 3
53. STELLALAND 4 • . 0 3
54. SUDAN . . •4 • . 0 8
55. SW AZIELAND . 4 • . 0 3
56. TRANSVAAL 66 . . 2 U
57. UGANDA PROTECTORATE IO . . 0 6
58. ZANZIBAR 16 . . 0 0
59. ZULULAND 4 • -0 3

P O S T A G E .
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an

The postage will then be as follows:—
ABRO AD .

additional four pages for each section.
G R E A T  BR ITA IN .

10 P ages . . . . 2d.
22  „  
36 : : : :

130 „ . . . . 4d.
220 „ . . . . 5d.
400 . . . 6d.
600 „ . . . . 7d.

Alxwe 600  pages reckon Id. more 
additional lOO pages or portion thereof.

for each

10 P ages 
22 
8 4  
4 6
68 „

2d.
2KL
3d.

4|d.
5d.

And an extra $d. for every 12 pages in addition, 
up to 340  pages.

For more than 340  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 340  pages weigh 4  ltx, 
and every 90  additional pages 1 lb.

M INIM UM  PO STA G E . . 2d.
H.B.—E ach  page measures 1 1 1  x 8 in. clear of binding.

B L A N K  L E A V E S  ca n  b e  su p p lied  to  m atch  th e  p rin ted  p a g e s , a n d  w ill b e  
fo und  o f  u se  fo r  th o se  w h o  w a n t to  in c lu d e  p a irs , b lo ck s , o r  sta m p s on  covers. 

Price 9d. per doz.; post-free, l i d .  per doz.

STAN LEY GIBBONS. Ltd., 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.¥
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T H E  S T A N L E Y  G l f t H O N S

P H I L A T E L I C  H A N D B O O K S

No. 9. The POSTAGE STAMPS, etc., of the=  FIJI =  ISLANDS
'By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS.

With numerous //lustrations in tie  text and also ig  f u l l  plates of 
Photogravure Illustrations.

T h i s  en tire ly  new w ork  is the sam e size and  form  as 
the p ub lication s o f  the R o y a l P h ila te lic  So ciety .

It  is  d iv id ed  in to  fourteen  ch apters a n d  three 
appendices.

T h e  tw o plates o f the “  F i j i  T im e s  ”  j E xp ress  
stam ps are illustrated  an d  th eir h istory is. g iven  in 
full. T h e  rare V .R .  overp rin ts are all p la te d  for the 
first tim e, and  the d ifferent settings a re  illustrated 
and  the position on the p lates o f  all the errors in 
the overprint has b een  determ ined .

In  the fo llow ing issues th e  con version  o f  the 
b locks o f th e  “  C .R .”  stam ps into those o f  “  V .R .”  
b y m eans o f  the in sertion  o f  w ooden p lugs is  fully 
exp lain ed  fo r the first tim e, and  th ere  is  m uch 
in teresting new  in form ation  ab ou t the later issues, 
with d escrip tion  and illustrations o f  essays and 
proofs, a lso  o f  D u ty , F ra n k , and  C a k e  F a ir  Stam ps.

Price 21j -  in strong paper cover; post-free, 21jS ;  abroad, 21/ 9 ;  or 
LIBRARY EDITION

Handsomely bound In half Red Morocco, Art Vettum Sides, extra gilt back and 
edges with cloth pocket Inside the corner to hold the fifteen plates.

Price 30 / - ;  post-free, 3 0 / 6 ; abroad, 31/-

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D
3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“ T b e  m o n th ly  3 oui»nal.”
The most popular Weekly Stamp Journal for 

the general collector and specialist*

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIO NS must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or t2 
.months at the following rates, post-free :—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months ... is. 8d. 40 C. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
' 6  „ 3S. 3d- 80 C. fc. 4.00 m. 3.23
j 2  „ 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

1 In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S . W, from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
Instead of folded as it would be if posted.

* C o n te n ts .
T H E  last number in each month is a special number 
1  that Is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 

and which contains Original Articles by tbe leading 
'writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CH AS. J .  PH ILLIPS, 
and contain amongst other subjects
The Countries of the World. By W. p. BamsdaiL
Topical Motes* By Chas. J . Phillips.
New Issues and Discoveries. A  Special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal

ing with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World's Press.
A Special Feature is made of L E T T E R S FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS all over tbe World. 
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
Answers to Correspondents.
About every other number contains an offer of a 

SPECIA L BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

NOTICE.—Publishers of Magazines, &c., who 
exchange with “ G. S. W .” are requested to be so 
kind as, to future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
STA N LEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, 
W.C.
, E ditorial Communications.—All communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G. S. Wti
391 Strand, London, W .C.

Correspondence.—The Editors regret that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head of 
“ Answers to Correspondents."

Covers for B inding V olumes.—Our publishers 
are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V II of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  C U e e k l y
BOUND VO LU M ES.

Price, post-free, 
s. d.

T he following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
front and back, and with all advertisements and covers bound 
in, can now be supplied :—

Period.
Vol. 1 . Jan. to June, 1905 

„  2 
M 3

4 . July to Dec.,

Dec., 1905 
June, 1906 
Dec., 1906

„  5 , Jan. to June, 1907
,, 6 . July to Dec., 1907
„  7 . Jan. to June, 1908

25
zo
10
4
4
4
4

These volumes are replete with useful information to all 
collectors.

The monthly Joupnal.
T h ese  are replete with interesting articles by the best writets 
o f the past eighteen years, aad a set should be In the library of 
every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will fiad contained in them.

Vols. 1 and 2 Out of print /. d.
Vol. 3 . . post-free 7 6

.. 4 - ♦ tt 5 6
*> 5 ♦ • ♦ H 5 0

6 • - ♦ ♦ » 6 6
„  7 - • ♦ »» 6 0
„  8 . » » M 6 o
.. 9 • • * »» S 0
„  10 . • ♦ »» 5 0
„  ii  . • ♦ »» 5 0
„  12 . • * *» 4 0
.. 13 - 4 0
.. 14 • 4 0
.. *5 • - 4 o
„  16 . • • ♦» 4 0

17 - • • »» 4 0
18 . • • t) 4 0

The set of Sixteen Volumes (forming a  magnificent library in 
itself), well bound in cloth, is offered as a  S pecial  B argain  
for J &3 post-free in Great Britain, carriage forward abroad.

EXAMINATION OP STAMPS.-Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
corners, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion J—
B. B ogus: i.e. never existed; F. Forged ; G. Genuine; G .F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R . Reprint.

Do you want to PURCHASE
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collection? I f  so, C O N SU L T  O UR

STAM P COLLECTIONS REG ISTER.

Do you want to SELL
your collection, or any part of it, at 
the small commission of Ten per 
cent? I f  so, E N T E R  IT  IN  OUR

STAM P COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a  greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

Full conditions, and List of Thirty-nine Col
lections entered on the Register, sent post-free 

on demand.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand (d ffft), London, W.C.
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N ew  Edition, 1908 . Illustrated.

The IMPROVED

POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM
SIXTEENTH
EDITION.
Oreatly Enlarged and Re-written. 

S iz e  o f  Page, 10*71  in.O ik  Hundred Stamps, all different, are presented with each Album sold.
Cover o f  No. 3 .

I IIS new Edition is printed on a superior quality paper, especially made for it, and is now 
profusely illustrated. About 700 full-sized types of stamps are shown, which will be of great 

use to the collector in correctly placing the stamps.
The shape is oblong, and spaces are provided according to the different requirements of the 

various countries.
A large number of guards have been provided so that the Album shall not bulge when full.
The Album is divided into Continents, and the name of the country only is given at the head 

of each section.
Eighty different watermarks are illustrated in actual size, and lists are given of the various 

watermarks of the different countries.
Special attention has been paid to the binding, which is exceptionally strong, and the covers are 

artistically designed.

P R I C E S  ( a l l  w e l l p a c k e d ) ;

No. 2 . —Strongly and neatly bound in Plain Cloth, gilt lettered back and sides, 304 pages.
Price 3 /6 ;  post-free, 4/ - ;  abroad, 4/7. 

No. 3 .—Well bound in Art Vellum, as illustration, blocked in gold and colours, 304 pages.
Price S/~; post-free, 3/6 ;  abroad, 6/2.

No. 4.—Handsomely half bound, Art Vellum sides, gold lines and gilt letters on back, gilt edges, 
with extra leaves after each Continent, for new issues, making in all 368 pages.

Price 7/6 ; post-free, 8/ - ;  abroad, 8/10.

E X T R A  L E A V E S
Can be supplied to this and the older small sizes, as under:

POST-FREE.
14th or tStb Edition...Plain edges, for Nos. 2 or 3 9d. per doz. 5 /- per too

d l t  ,, „ No. 4 ... 1/3 *» 8/6 „
12th or 13th Edition (smaller size)

Plain edges, for Nos. 2 or 3 6d. it 3/9 „
" Gilt „  „ No. 4 ... 1/- 91 7/-  „

ST A N L E Y  GIBBONS. Ltd.. 391 Strand. London, W.C.
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Special Bargains
F o r  G . S . W .  R e a d e r s .

TH ESSALY

1 8 9 8 .

O c ta g o n a l T y p e . 

P e r f .  1 3 | .

Used by the Turkish Army 
of Occupation in the Graeco- 

Turkish W ar of 1898.

10 par., green. 2 pias , orange.
20 „  rose. 5 „  violet.

Special Bargain Price
For the above set of Four

R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a n d  

R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .
ALL U N U SED  U N L E S S  O TH ER W ISE STA TED .

COREA.
Cat. No. 1900. Tyht 6, surcharged w ith Type 7.
23. t on as p , lake . . . . .

CR ETE.
1905. Revolutionary Governm ent. M ap stamps. 

12 1. 5 !., green . . .
12 1. 10 1., red . .
123. 2 0 1., blue . .

DENMARK.
1907. K in g  Frederick V IIf.

146. 25 ore, septa . . . .  used
147. 50 (re, purple . . . .
143. xoo ore, orange-buff . . . „

DUTCH IND IES.
1899. L a rg e stam p 0 / H olland , surcharged. 

04<t. 2} g. on 2  ̂g., dull lilac (p. n )  .  .u se d

s. d. 
1 o

1 o 
x o 
i 6

o I
0 3 
°  4

2 o
HOLLAND.

*867-71. Type 4, D ie / / . Reduced Prices.
25. to e ., carmine (perf. ic4 x  xo) . .u s e d  1 o 
51. 20 c., deep green (perf. 13 ,13 $ )  . 1 0

MADAGASCAR AND DEPEN D EN CIES.
190s. Type 1, surcharged. Reduced price.

23. 05 on 50 c ., carmioe 00 rose . . . 0 3

M AURITIUS.
1885-91. Type 30. R evised price.

113. t6 c., chestnut . . . used o 3
NEW FOUNDLAND.

1887. Type 15. R educed price.
49* . t c., green . • . . . o s

NEW  SOUTH W A LES.
1891. Type 30, surcharged. R evised p rices.

7ld. on 6d., brown (perf. 1 1)  . . used 1 6
7$d. 00 6d. ,,  (perf. comp, x i) , 12 &  11)  ,, 1 0

NOSSI-B&.
1893. Commerce Type, surcharged  Nossi Be. 

to c., black od lilac . . .u s e d  2 o
15 c., blue . . • . , , 2 0
20 c., red on green . . . , , 2 6

PERAK.
1895. Type 1 ,  T iger, surcharged.

3 c. on 5 c., rose . . . . 0 3
PERSIA .

1898. Lion attd Shah Types. R evised prices.

366
371.

25.
27.
28.

17ft.
176.
178.
180
181.
183.
184.
185. 
187. 
1S8.

3 <.b., red-lilac
4 ch., vermilion 
8 ch., orange

12 ch., carmine 
x6 ch., green
2 kr., rose
3 kr., yellow
4 kr., grey 

10 kr., orange 
50 kr., mauve

17S-1S8. t ch. to 50 kr., complete set

used

V EN EZU E LA .
1893. V arious Types. O verprinted A rm s. 

R ed  o verprint, inverted.
IDla. 5 c., green . . .
1916. to c., brown
193. 50 c., deep blue
196. 50 c., green . .

R ed  overprint, double.
197a . 3 b., violet-blue .
1976. 5 c., blue . .
197*. 95 c., brown . . . .
197d. 50 C., green

B lack  overprint, norm al.
200. 90 b,( purple . . .

B la ck  overp rint, double.
204* . 90 b., purple .  . .
2046. to c., red-brown • . • .

3
3
4 
4

O
6
0
O

4 o9 O 
9 6
a 6

t o

5 o
6

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N .

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198_B ROADWAY.
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T H E  S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S

Philatelic Handbooks
No. 9. The POSTAGE STAMPS, etc., of the=  FIJI =  ISLANDS

By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS.

With numerous Illustrations in the text and also i j  fu ll plates of 
Photogravure Illustrations.

T h i s  entirely new  w ork  is  th e  sam e size a n d  form  as 
the p ub lication s o f  the R o y a l P h ila te lic  So ciety .

I t  is  d iv id ed  in to  fourteen  ch apters an d  three 
ap p en d ices.

T h e  tw o p lates o f  th e  “ F i j i  T im e s ”  E x p ress  
stam p s are  illustrated  a n d  th eir h istory is  g iven  in  
fu ll. T h e  rare  V .R .  overprin ts are  a ll p la te d  for the 
first tim e, and  th e  d ifferent settings a re  illustrated 
a n d  th e  p osition  o n  the p lates o f  a ll th e  errors in 
th e  overp rin t h as b een  d eterm ined .

In  th e  fo llow in g  issues the con version  o f  the 
b lo ck s  o f  the “ C .R . ”  stam ps in to  th ose o f  “ V .R . ”  
b y  m eans o f  th e  in sertion  o f  w ooden  p lu g s is  fu lly  
exp la in ed  fo r the first tim e, a n d  th ere  is  m uch 
in teresting  new  in form ation  ab ou t th e  later issues, 
w ith  d escrip tion  and  illustrations o f  e ssays an d  
p ro ofs, a lso  o f  D u ty , F ra n k , and  C a k e  F a ir  Stam ps.

Price 21 j -  la stroag paper cover; post-free, 21 IS; abroad, 21/9 ;  or 

LIBRARY EDITION
fiandsotqely bound in bait Rod Morocco, Art Vellum Sides, extra Tilt back and 

ed^es, jfltb cloth pocket inside tbecever to bold tbe fifteen plates.

Price 30 / - ;  post-free, 30 / 6 ;  abroad, 31 j-

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D .

3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W .C .



Special Bargains
F o r  G . S . W .  R e a d e r s .

TH ESSALY

1 8 9 8 .

O c ta g o n a l T y p e . 

P e r f .  1 3 | .

Used by the Turkish Army 
of Occupation in the Graeco- 

Turkish W ar of 1898.

i o  p a r ., g reen . 2 p ia s  , o ra n g e .
2 0  „  rose . 5 „  v io le t.

Special Bargain Price
F o p  t h e  a b o v e  s e t  o f  F o u r

R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a n d  

R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

COREA.
Cat. No. xqoo. Type 6, surcharged w ith Type 7. s. 
23. 1 on 25 p , lake . . . . . 1

C R E T E .
1905. Revolutionary Governm ent. M ap stamps. 

12 1. 5 1., preen . . . . t
12 1. 1 0 1., red . . . . 1
123. so 1., blue . . . . 1

DENMARK.
1907. K in g  Frederick V i l  /.

MO. 35 Ore, sepia . . . .  used o
147. 50 Ore, purple . . . . o
14S. zoo Ore, orangc-bufT . . . o

D U T C H  IN D IE S .
1899. Large stam p 0 / H olland , surcharged.

94a. 2J g. on 2J g., dull lilac (p. 11) . .u sed  2
HOLLAND.

1867-71. Type 4, D ie I I . Reduced Prices.
25. :o c., carmine (perf. zo jx  10) . .u se d  1
51. 20 c., deep green (perf. 13, 13$) . . ., 1

MADAGASCAR AND DEPENDENCIES.
190a. Type t, surcharged. Reduced p rice.

23. 05 on 50 c , carmine on rose . . . o

M AURITIUS.
188591. Type 30. R evised price.

113. 16 c., chestnut . . . .u se d  o
NEW FOUNDLAND.

1887. Type 15. R  educed price.
49a. 1 c., green . . . . . o

NEW  SOUTH W ALES.
1891 Type 30, surcharged. R evised prices.

3*>6 7M. on Cd., brown (perf. 1 1)  . . used t
371. 7$d. on6d. ,, (perf.comp, n j ,  12 &  11)  ,, 1

NOSSI-BE.
*893. Commerce Type, surcharged Nossi Be. 

25. 10 c., black on lilac . . . used
27. 15 c., blue . . . . „
2S, 20 c., red on green . ,,

PERAK.
1895. Type i, T iger, surcharged.

Cl. 3 c. on 5 c., rose . . . .
PERSIA.

1898. I. ion and Shah Types. 
175. 3 th., red-lilac .
170. 4 ch., vermilion .
178. 8 ch., orange
ISO 12 ch., carmine
1S1, 16 ch., greeti
183. 2 k r., rose . .
184. 3 k r., yellow
185 . 4 k r., grey
187. 10 k r ., orange
IKS. 50 k r., mauve
173-1SS. 1 ch. to 50 kr., complete set

R evised p rice  
. . us d

o

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
2
5

o
o
6

o

o
o

3

3

6
o

o
o
6

3

6
j6
6
8
6
6

c u r i o u s  S t a m p s ,  used, VEN EZU ELA .
1893. Various Types. O verprinted A rm s. 

R ed  overprint* inverted.
101d. 5 c., green . . . .
191A 10 c., brown . . .
11)3. 50 c., deep blue . . . .
106. 50 c., green . . .

R ed  overprint, double.
197a. 3 b., violet-blue . .
197A 5 c , blue . . .
107^. 35 c., brown . . .
197<f. $o c., green . .

Black overprint, norm al.
200. 20 b,, purple . . .

B lack overprint, double.
204a. 20 b., purple .  . . .
204b. 10 c., red-brown . . . .

4 o
4 o

4 O
2 o 
2 6 
a 6
1 o

5 o
2 6

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N .

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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T H E  S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S

Philatelic Handbooks
Mo. 9. The POSTAGE STAMPS, etc., of the

By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS.

With numerous Illustrations in the text and also i j  fu ll  plates of 
Photogravure Illustrations.

T his entirely new work is the same size and form as 
the publications of the Royal Philatelic Society.

It is divided into fourteen chapters and three 
appendices.

The two plates of the “  Fiji Times ” Express 
stamps are illustrated and their history is given in 
full. The rare V.R. overprints are all plated for the 
first time, and the different settings are illustrated 
and the position on the plates of all the errors in 
the overprint has been determined.

In the following issues the conversion of the 
blocks of the “  C.R.” stamps into those of “  V.R.” 
by means of the insertion of wooden plugs is fully 
explained for the first time, and there is much 
interesting new information about the later issues, 
with description and illustrations of essays and 
proofs, also of Duty, Frank, and Cake Fair Stamps.

Price 21/ -  la strong paper cover; post-free, 21/5 ;  abroad, 21/9 ;  or 

LIBRARY EDITION
Handsomely bound In half Red Morocco, Art Vellum Sides, extra gilt back and 

edges, ifltb cloth pocket Inside the cover to bold the fifteen plates.

Price 30 j - ;  post-free, 30 / 6 ; abroad, 3 lj-

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D

3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W .C .



Extra Special Bargain

M ONTENEGRO
yC T A B

2
9 J  x  2 mm

C
o

•«C8
$

yCTAB

8  1 9 0 5  6 

Y C T A B
3

i o j  x  2 J  m m .

yCTAB
4

n j  x 2 mm.

I S S U E  D E C .  1 9 0 5 .

I n  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  

a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y .

PO STA G E S T A M P S . 1  h e l l e r ,  u l t r a m a r i n e  a n d  r e d .
2 m a u v e  a n d  b l a c k .
5 it g r e e n  a n d  r e d .

1 0 t f r o s i n e  a n d  b l a c k .
2 5 tf b l u e  a n d  r e d .
5 0 ft g r e y - g r e e n  a n d  r e d .

1  k r o n a ,  p u r p l e - b r o w n  a n d  r e d .

2  „  b i s t r e  a n d  r e d .
5  „  o r a n g e  a n d  b l a c k .

PO STA G E DUE. 1 0  h e l l e r ,  s a g e - g r e e n  a n d  r e d .  

ACKNOW LEDGM ENT OF R E C E IP T . 2 5  h e l l e r ,  o r a n g e ,  r o s i n e ,  a n d  b l a c k .

S e ts  o f the above Eleven  S ta m p s can nolo be supplied With 
anp one or a ll o f  the types o f  Y C T A B .

Set of Eleven. Type 2, £ 1  O s -  per set.
n  i i  3 ( £ 2  O s .  n

tf i» 4 .  £ 1  l O s -

A l l  the Sta m p s are mint, and We have only a fe w  o f the rarer sets.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W .C



GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY

J u n ior  Philatelic S ociety
Manchester Branch

Hon. See. and Treasurer t Jno. S. Higgins, Jun., 7 Green 
Street, Manchester.

T h e  thirty-eighth meeting was held at the Deansgate 
Hotel on Thursday, t October. Dr. Floyd gave a very 
instructive paper on the printing of stamps. He showed 
lithographic stones, copper plates, etc., as used in the 
various processes of printing. He described very fully the 
nine or ten methods of production, and illustrated his 
remarks with a display of stamps printed by the various 
methods.

The type-set, where ordinary printer's type is employed, 
as in the early British Guiana and New Zealand Railway 
Newspaper stamps.

The type-written, as used in the first issue of Uganda.
The photographic : the Baden-Powell stamps of Mafeking 

were produced by this process’duringthc sie^e.
The embossed, as used in Great Britain in 1847.
The engraved on copper pla’e, which produce*! one of the 

rarest stamps in the world—the “ Post Office" Mauritius.
The lithographed, as employed in printing some of the 

stamps of Venezuela and Indian States.
The line-engraved : the first postage stamp ever issued, 

id. black, 1840, was produced by this proce-s.
The surface-printed, as used for the stamps of Great 

Britain and Colonies.
The electrotyped, illustrated in the so-called woodblocks 

of the Cape of Good Hope.

Leeds Philatelic Society
President t C. W. Harding.
Ueetlnget Tuesdays (7.15 p.m.), Room B3, Leede Institute, 

Cookrldge Street.
Hen. Secretary: T. $. Freese, 22 Oriental Terrace, Armley, 

leede.
Annual Subscription i  6s.

The opening meeting of the twentieth session was held on 
Tuesday, 6 October, in the Leeds Institute.

The President, Mr. C. W. Harding, extended a cordial 
greeting to the members and visitors who were present.

Mr. Egly gave a display of European stamps, none of 
these betng of a later period than 1890. Many of the 
greatest rarities in mint and superb used condition were 
shown.

The following new issues and novelties we e shown by 
Mr. E g ly : 1 and 2J piastres, Turkey; 50 bani, Roumanta; 
to paras on 5 centesimi, 30 paras on 25 centesimi, and 
40 paras on 35 centesimi, Italian Levant; and an Official 
post card issued to commemorate the opening of the Italian 
post offices in the Levant on 1 June. By Mr. Duffield: 
to, 20, 30, and 60 paras, 1 and a} piastres, Austrian 
Levant; t, a, 5, and 6 heller, Austria. By Mr. W. 
De inison Roebuck: an Official Australian Commonwealth 
post card, issued to commemorate the visit of the American 
fleet to Melbourne.

Liverpool Junior Philatelic Society
President t A. 8. AUsndsr,
Hen, See. t J. H. M. Savage, 68 Beblngton Read, Birkenhead.
Meetings ksld at 8 Colquitt Street, Liverpool.

T h e  second open meeting of the above Society^ was held 
on Monday, 5 October, at 7.30 p.m., at 6 ColquittStreet, 
Liverpool, when Mr. A. S. Allender was in the chair.

There were about twenty-four members present, In
cluding four ladies.

Four candidates were elected, and four more proposed 
for membership.

A very instructive paper on the “ Stamps of U .S .A .,” 
Part IV ," was read by Mr. A. S. Walford in the absence of 
Mr. A. W. Brown, the writer. With this paper Mr. Brown 
brings to a close a short series of addresses, which give 
ample evidence of the trouble he has taken in preparing 
them. This last paper dealt with the issues from 1890-1908, 
the stamps being well detailed for the information of 
juniors. The paper was illustrated by a splendid collection 
of U .S.A . stamps of the period under discussion shown by 
Mr. J .  H. M. Savage.

A vote of thanks to the writer and to the reader of the 
paper was proposed by Mr. Savage, seconded by Mr. Bate, 
and supported by Mr. Clissold, to which Mr. Walford 
suitably replied.

Fine exhibitions of the stamps of German Empire were 
shown by Messrs. Clissold, Archer, and Fletcher.

In the competition, prizes for the best exhibits of certain 
countries throughout toe season by juniors, the following 
marks out o f a maximum of ten were awarded : S. Evans, 
10 : Mrs. Burton, 6 ; and M. T . Samson, 3. Total marks 
to date: S. Evans, to ; Mrs. Burton, >4; and M. T . 
Samson, 5.

North London Phiiatel.c Society
President: Charles M. C. Symes.
Hen. Secretary, C. S. Muratori, 29 Fletehlng Read, lower 

Clapton, N.B.
Meetings: 1st and 8rd Thursdays, Central Y.M.C.A., 7 

Highbury Place, Highbury Station, N.
Subscription : 2s. $d. per annum.

T h e  usual fortnightly meeting of the above Society took 
place on Thursday, 1 October, the chair being taken by 
the President, Mr. C. M. C. Symes.

The programme for the evening consisted of a  display 
and paper on the “ Stamps o f Jammu and Cashmere" by 
Mr. A . J .  Sefi.

After the Chairman's opening remarks, Mr. Sefi pro
ceeded to show bis marvellous collection, and gave ex
planatory notes of each sheet as it was passed round. It 
would be impossible to give a  list of the \arious rarities 
contained in the four volumes shown, but mention must be 
made of a  large number of stamps on original envelopes, 
all o f which were arranged in order of date, which Mr. Sefi 
had ascertained by translating the addresses on them, as 
the date o f writing was always included in ihe address. 
Although tbem ajority of collectors generally take very 
little interest in the st imps of these countries, it must be 
through ignorance of the stamps, as after Mr. Sefi’s 
explanations of the issues, they were after all not very 
difficult to understand, and after the unusual interest 
shown by the members, no doubt many will be adding 
Cashmere to their list of desirable countries. Mention 
must also be made of a  set of prints from the destroyed 
plates o f the first issue, o f which only four copies were 
made, after which the plates were sealed up in a  case at 
the museum in India.

At the conclusion o f the di-play Mr. C. M. C. Symes 
proposed, and Mr. Cartwright seconded, a very hearty vote 
of thanks to Mr. Sefi, which was heartily accorded, and 
several members stated their intention o f availing them
selves of Mr. Sefi’s offer of anoiher view for reference. 
Mr. Cartwright then made the proposition, “  That, as this 
is the day of inauguration of the Penny Post to America, 
Mr. Buxton be written to. and offered the Society’s con
gratulations and thanks for bringing to a conclusion the 
arrangements for this boon to all American correspondents." 
This was carried with acclamation.

Swadlincote
Establishm ent o f a Stam p Society 
T h e  Swadlincote Stamp (Philatelic) Society is now au 

/a it  accompli, and it held its first meeting on Friday 
evening, at the offices of Mr. Hilton, Midland Road, 
Swadlincote. Councillor W. Oakley (Chairman of the 
Library Committee of tbe District Council) was elected 
President, and a Secretary was then elected in the person 
of Mr. F. W. Edwards. Councillor Oakley gave an 
interesting paper on “  The Stamps of France." illustrated 
by his magnificent and valuable collection of the stamps 
of that Republic. Councillor Oakley showed how tbe 
history of France during the last half-century was clearly 
portrayed on the French stamps. His valuable collection 
includes nearly every stamp that France has issued, in
cluding a scarce pair of the 15 cent, blue stamps, valued 
at about ^35, and many valuable stamps issued during 
the Franco-German War. Mr. Oakley exhibited several 
scarce stamps on letters sent from the besieged garrison 
in Paris by balloon over the German lines, and his 
collection also includes many rare freaks and errors in 
French stamps. It is interesting to note that although 
Mr. Oakley has been a stamp collector for only about 
four years, he has accumulated an immense and valu
able collection, of which his French stamps, although vaiued 
at about .£150, are only a small part. His expert know
ledge of Philately has on many occasions proved highly 
remunerative, for among his French collection are five 
rare stamps, which, by a curious printer's error, were 
printed on a rose-coloured paper intended for a different 
stamp altogether. These rare “ errors" are valued at 
about each, but Mr. Oakley secured them all much 
under face value, and one of them was included in a 
collection be bought for a few shillings. The speaker 
dealt with the political troubles and changes during the 
Republic, Presidency, and the re establishment or the 
Republic, which all caused changes in the stamps of 
France, which he pointed out. At the next monthly 
meeting of the Stamp Society Mr. Oakley will bring his 
collection of British stamps, which is even better than bis 
French collection. Mr. J .  Cheney voiced the great 
appreciation of the members present for Mr. Oakley’s 
interesting and instructive paper and display, which 
Mr. Cheney described as a “ great treat."

B u rto n  E ven in g  Gaaette, t7.xo.98.
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Extra Special Bargain

M O N T E N E G R O
yCPAB

4
I i j x 2  mm.

ISSU E  DEC. 1905.
I n  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  

a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y .

POSTAGE STAMPS. 1 teller, ultramarine and red.
2 IN mauve and black.
6 » green and red.

10 >» rosine and black.
25 >» blue and red.
50 >1 grey-green and red.

1 krona, purple-brown and red.
2 „ bistre and red.
5 „ orange and black.

POSTAGE DUE. 10 heller, sage-green and red. 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT. 25 heller, orange, rosine, and black.

Sets of the above Eleven Stamps can note be supplied With 
any one or alt of the types of y C T A B .

S e t  o f  E l e v e n .  T y p e  2 ,  £ 1  O s >  p e r  s e t .

i i  i i  »» a ,  £ 2  O s .  n

*» £ 1  l O S a  at

All the Stamps are mint, and We have only a few of the rarer sets.

S t a n le y  g ib b o n s , L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n , W .C .

a
£
•g

yC T A B

£Pt

yC T A B
2

9 ! x 2 mm.

8  1 9 0 5  b 

yCTAB
3

lo i x 2J mm.



GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY

Junior Philatelic Society
Manchester Branch

Hon. 8*0. and Troaturori Jno. 8 .  Higgins, Jun., 1  G r e e n  
Stroot, Honohsstor.

T h e  thirty-eighth meeting was held at the Deansgate 
Hotel on Thursday, t October. Dr. Floyd gave a very 
instructive^ paper on the printing of stamps. He showed 
lithographic stones, copper plates, etc., as used in the 
various processes of printing. He described very fully the 
nine or ten methods o f production, and illustrated his 
remarks with a display of stamps printed by the various 
methods.

The type-set, where ordinary printer's type is employed, 
as in the early British Guiana and New Zealand Railway 
Newspaper stamps.

The type-written, as used in the first issue o f Uganda.
The photographic: the Baden-Powell stamps of Mafeking 

were produced by this process Muring the siege.
The embossed, as used in Great Britain in 1847.
The engraved on copper pla'e, which produced one o f the 

rarest stamps in the world—the 4* Post Office "  Mauritius.
The lithographed, as employed in printing some o f the 

stamps of Venezuela and Indian States.
The line-engraved : the first postage stamp ever issued, 

id. black, 1840, was produced by thisproce-s.
The surface-minted, as used for tne stamps of Great 

Britain aod Colonies.
The clectrotvped, illustrated in the so-called woodblocks 

of the Cape o f Good Hope.

L«ed* Philatelic Society
Prssldonti C. W. Harding.
Muting* t Tuesdays ( 7.76 p.m.), Room 83 , L t d * institute, 

Cookridg* Street
Hon. 8*or*targ 7.  S. Fra tr, 22 Oriental Terrace, Armley, 

L t d * .
Annual Subscription :  8*.

T h e  opening meeting o f  the twentieth session was held on 
Tuesday, 6 October, in the Leeds Institute.

The President, Mr. C . W. Harding, extended a cordial 
greeting to the members and visitors who were present.

Mr. E gly gave a  display o f European stamps, none of 
these being of a later period than 1890. Many of the 
greatest rarities in mint and superb used condition were 
shown.

The following new issues and novelties we e shown by 
Mr. E g ly : 1 and 9} piastres, Turkey; 50 bani, Roumania; 
10 paras on 5 centesimi, 30 paras on is  centesimi, and 
40 paras on 95 centesimi, Italian Levant: and an Official 
post card issued to commemorate the opening of the Italian 
post offices in the Levant on 2 June. Hy Mr. Duffield: 
10, 90, 30, and 60 paras, x and 9} piastres, Austrian 
Levant; 1, 9. 5, and 6 heller, Austria. By Mr. W. 
De mison Roeouck: an Official Australian Commonwealth 
post card, issued to commemorate the visit of the American 
fleet to Melbourne.

Liverpool Junior Philatelic Society
Presidentt A. 8. Alltndtr,
Hon. S t .  1 4. H. M. Saoagt, 86 Boblngton Road, Birkonhoad.
M tting* k*ld at 6 Colquitt 8tr**t, L lt r p t i .

T h e  second open meeting of the above Society was held 
on Monday, 5 October, at 7.30 p.m., at 6 Colquitt Street, 
Liverpool, when Mr. A. S. Altender was in the chair.

There were about twenty-four members present, in
cluding four ladies.

Four candidates were elected, and four more proposed 
for membership.

A very instructive paper on the * 'Stamps of U .S .A .," 
Part IV ," was read by Mr. A. S. Walford in the absence of 
Mr. A. W. Brown, the writer. With this paper Mr. Brown 
brings to a close a short series of addre»ses! which give 
ample evidence of the trouble he has taken in preparing 
them. This last paper dealt with the issues from 189^1908, 
the stamm being well detailed for tbe information of 
juniors. The paper was illustrated by a sptendid collection 

I of U .S.A . stamps of the period under discussion shown by 
Mr. J .  H . M. Savage.

A vote o f thanks to the writer and to the reader o f tbe 
paper was proposed by Mr. Savage, seconded by Mr. Bate, 
and supported by Mr. Clissold, to which Mr. Walford 
suitably replied. ,

fin e  exhibitions of the Stamps o f German Empire were 
shown by Messrs. Clissold^ Archer, and Fletcher.

la  tbe competition, prises for the best exhibits o f certain 
countries throughout the season by juniors, the following 
marks out o f a  ■ «*««««« o f ten were awarded: S . Evans, 
10 : M n. Burton, 6 ;  and M. T . Samson, a  Total marks 
to date: S. Evans, iq ;  Mrs. Burton, 14 ;  and M. T . 
Samson, 5.

North London Philatel.c Society
P rtid o n t: Charles M. C. 8ym*t.
Hon. S e c r e t a r y :  C. 8 . Huratorl, 29 Flotohlng Road,  to w e r  

Clapton, H.E.
Hotting* t lot and 8rd Thursday*, C e n tr a /  Y.M.C.A., 7  

Highbury P la t , Highbury Station, H.
Subscription :  2*. 6d. p*r annum.

T h e  usual fortnightly meeting o f the above Society took 
place on Thursday, 1 October, the chair being taken by 
tbe President, Mr. C. M. C. Symes.

Tbe programme for the evening consisted o f a  display 
and paper on the Stamps o f Jammu and Cashmere" by 
Mr. A. J .  Sefi.

After tbe Chairman's opening remarks, Mr. Sefi pro
ceeded to show his marvellous collection, and gave ex
planatory notes of each sheet as It was passed round. It 
would be impossible to give a list of toe \arious rarities 
contained in tbe four volumes shown, but mention must be 
made of a  large number of stamps on original envelopes, 
all of which were arranged in order o f date, which Mr. Sefi 
had ascertained by translating tbe addresses on them, as 
the date of wilting was always included in the address. 
Although tbe maiority o f collectors generally take very 
little interest to toe st imps of these countries, it must be 
ihrough ignorance of the stamps, as after Mr. Sefi's 
explanations o< tbe issues, they were after all not very 
difficult to understand, and after the unusual interest 
shown by the members, no doubt many will be adding 
Cashmere to their list o f desirable countries. Meotion 
must also be made of a sec o f prints from the destroyed 
plates of the first issue, o f which only four copies were 
made, after which the plates were sealed up in a  case at 
the museum in India.

At tbe conclusion of the display Mr. C. M. C. Symes 
proposed, and Mr. Cartwright seconded, a very hearty vote 
o f thanks to Mr. Sefi, which was heartily accorded, and 
several members stated their intention of availing them
selves of Mr. Sefi's offer of another view for reference. 
Mr. Cartwright then made the proposition, "  That, as this 
Is the day o f inauguration of tbe Peony Post to America, 
Mr. Buxton be written to, and offered the Society's con
gratulations and thanks for bringing to a conclusion tbe 
arrangements for this boon to all American correspondents." 
This was carried with acclamation.

Swadlincote
Establishm ent o f a  Stam p Society 
T h e  Swadlincote Stamp (Philatelic) Society is now au 

/ a it  accompli, and it held its first meeting on Friday 
evening, at the offices o f Mr. Hilton, Midland Road, 
Swadlincote. Councillor W. Oakley (Chairman of the 
Library Committee of the District Council) was elected 
President, and a  Secretary was then elected in the person 
of Mr. F. W. Edwards. Councillor Oakley gave an 
interesting paper on "T h e  Stamps of France," illustrated 
by his magnificent and valuable collection of tbe stamps 
of that Republic. Councillor Oakley showed how toe 
history of France during the last half-century was clearly 
portrayed ou the French stamps. His valuable collection 
includes nearly every stamp that France has issued, in
cluding a scarce pair of the is  cent, blue stamps, valued 
at about £35 , and many valuable stamps issued during 
the Franco-German War. Mr. Oakley exhibited several 
scarce stamps on letters seot from the besieged garrison 
in Paris by balloon over the German lioes, and bis 
collection also includes many rare freaks and errors in 
French stamps. It  is interesting to note that although 
Mr. Oakley Vas been a  stamp collector for only about 
four years,a be has accumulated an immense and valu
able collection, of which bis French stamps, although valued 
at about / ic o , are only a  small part. His expert know
ledge of Philately has on many occasions proved highly 
remunerative, for among bis French collection are five 
rare stamps, which, by a  curious printer's error, were 
printed on a  rose-coloured paper intended for a different 
stamp altogether. These rare **errors" are valued at 
about £ 10  each, but Mr. Oakley secured them all much 
under face value, aod one o f them was included in a 
collection be bought for a few shillings- Tbe speaker 
dealt with tbe political troubles and changes during the 
Republic, Presidency, and the re-establishment o f tbe 
Republic, which all caused changes in tbe stamps of 
France, which he pointed out. At tbe next monthly 
meeting o f the Stamp Society Mr. Oakley will bring his 
collection o f British stamps, which is even better than his 
French collection. Mr. J .  Cheney voiced the great 
appreciation o f the members present for Mr. Oakley's 
interesting and instructive paper and display, which 
Mr. Cheney described as a  “ great treat**

Burton Evening GoMttit, 17.10,98.



T h e  “  F A C I L E  ”

Postage Stamp Albums.
(P R O T EC T ED  B Y  R O Y A L L E T T E R S  P A T E N T .)

T hese Albums pre
sent externally the 
same appearance as 
our well-known

“  ORIEL ”  and 

“ PH ILATELIC”  

Blank Albums,

and are identical in 
all respects except as 
regards the method of 
holding the detach
able leaves, which is

A-SHOWING LEAVES RELEASED.

now a vast improve
ment upon the old 
system.

The leaves instead 
of being threaded 
upon pegs have a 
groove cut across each 
end of the linen joint 
(see A), and, together 
with a protecting 
cover, are held in 
position by means of 
two “ V ’’-shaped pro
jections, the whole B—SHOWING LEAVES SECURED,

being securely fastened by an ingenious spring.

When it is desired to remove the leaves it is only necessary to release the spring, when the 
“ V "-shaped projections open automatically, and the contents can be removed with one hand. 
A great feature of this improvement is that a single leaf can be inserted or detached without 
disturbing the contents of the Album. Collectors already using the “ Oriel ” and “ Philatelic " 
can conveniently continue with the “  F A C I L E ."
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L e a d i n g  F e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  “ F A C I L E . ”

1. It is undoubtedly the “ acme” of loose-leaf albums.
2. Changing position of, or adding to the number of the leaves can be effected instantly and

without disturbing contents of Album.
3. The binding of cover being rigid, all possibility of friction between the leaves is prevented.
4. The patent binder has no loose or detachable parts, and therefore cannot get out of order.
5. The action of the patent binder is automatic, and can be perfectly understood the moment it

is seen.

The “ Facile”  Oriel Alban?
Containing fifty detachable leaves (10 ins. x 10J ins.), of the best handmade paper, faced with 

Japanese tissue paper and bound in half red morocco with cloth sides, finished in gold.

Each Album is contained in a cloth drop-in case lined with lamb’s-wool.

Price 3 0 s .; post-free in U. K. 30s. 6d.

Tbe “ Facile”  Philatelic Albums
Each containing loo leaves of a very fine quality white card paper, and strongly bound in half

morocco, gilt ornaments and lettering, and packed in a box.

A —Size, 12| in.x 103 in. Price 3 0 s .; post-free U .K . 30s. 9d. 
E ,, 11 ,, x 9J „ .. 25s.;  „ ,, 25s. Vd.

Handsomely bound in full Persian morocco and with lock and key.

B —Size, 12£ in.x 10£ in. Price 5 0 s .; post-free U.K. 50s. 9d.

Tbe “ Facile G.H.S.” Albun)
Each containing eighty leaves, best handmade paper, backed Japanese tissue and bound, whole 

padded morocco, finished in gold, rounded corners.

Each Album is contained in a specially designed cloth-covered case, lined swan’s-down.

Price 4 0 s .; post-free in U.K. 40s. 7d.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, LONDON, W.C.
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G r e a t  B r i t a i n

Id . & Id . C ontrol or Account Letters.

P R IC E  L IS T
O F  T H E  V A R I E T I E S  I N  S T O C K ,  A L L  U N U S E D .

Q U E E N  V I C T O R I A . K I N G  E D W A R D  V I I .
a. d. a. d.

id . verm ilion  lettered E . . i 6 Jd . b lue-green , le ttered  A . 0 9
n IS F . . 0 4 B  . . 0 9
i> IS G . . 0 6 It C  . . 1 6

n SI H  . . 0 4 C  4 . . 0 8

is IS I . . 0 3 >1 D  4 . . 0 4
it If J • . 0 6 id .  yellow -green D  4 . . 0 3
tt It K . . 0 9 I* D  5 . . 0 4

L  . . 1 0 II E  5 . . 0 3
M . . 1 6 II E  6 . . 0 3

** ’ * KT A C II F  6 . . 0 3
11 It IN 0 0

G 7 . . 0 3
>1 SI 0  . . 0 4 id. scarlet A  . . 0 8
ts IS p  . . 0 4 B . . 0 9
si if Q • . 0 3 C . 1 0

id. blue-green ft R . . 0 6 II
C 4 . . 0 8

id. purple >t s . . 1 6 tt D 4 . . 0 6
1) ft T  . . 1 3 II D 5  . . 0 6
II St U . . 0 6 E  5  . . 0 4
It St V . . 0 6 II E  6 . . 0 3
ss tt w  . . 0 4 II F 6 . . 0 3
Si tt X . . 0 5 II G 7 . . 0 3

The above prices are for single stamps with letter 
attached. In many cases pairs or strips of three can be 
supplied at the rate of Id. for each additional id. stamp, and 
2d. for each additional Id. stamp.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED,
391 S T R A N D , L O N D O N , W.C.
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  U l c e k l y
BOUND VO LU M ES.

“ T h e  m o n t h l y  3 o u r n a l . ”
The most popular-Weefcly Stamp Journal for 

the general collector and specialist.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain
and

Colonies.
U.S.A.

and
Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months ... is. 8d. 40 C. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6. „  ... 3s* 3d- 80 C. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

12 „ 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G . S . W, from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
instead of folded as it would be if posted.

C o n t e n t s .
T H E  last number in each mootb is a special number 
*  that is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 

and which contain* Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other oumbers are edited by CH AS. J .  PH IL L  t PS, 
and contain amongst other subjects
The Countries of the World* By w .  P. BarnsdalL
Topical Notes. By Chas. J. Phillips,
New Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
Tw entieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal* 

ing with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World's Press.
A Special Feature is made of LE T T E R S FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS all over the World. 
Philatelic Societies’ Deports.

A nsw ers to Correspondents.
About every other number contains an offer of a 

SPECIA L BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

T h e  following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
iront and back, and with a ll advertisements and covers bound 
in, can now be s u p p l i e d P r ic e i post-free.

P er io d . s . d .

Vol. 1 Jan. to hine, 1905 • 25 0
>1 2 . July to Dec., 1905 to 6
j) 3 • Jan. to June, 1900 . to 6
II 4 • July to Dec., 1906 • 4 9
>1 s  • Jan. to June, 1907 • 4 9
>1 6 . July to Dec., 1907 • 4 9
II 7 • Jan. to June, 1908 • 4 9

These volumes 
collectors.

are replete with useful information to

The monthly 3ou*nal.
T hese  are replete with interesting articles by the best writers 
o f the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained in them.

Vols. 1 and 2 Out of print X. d.
Vol. 3 ■ • . . post-free 7 6

.. 4 • ♦ M 5 6
»* 5 • * ♦ » 5 0
„  6 . . * » >1 6 6
» 7 • 6 0
„  8 . . 6 0
.. 9 • » ♦ t« 5 0
„  10 . 5 0
„  12 . ♦ • »» 4 0
.. 14 • • ♦ • » 4 0

i§ • • ♦ ♦ »» 4 0
„  16 . ♦ » H 4 0

17 • 4 0
18 . . • » 4 0

EXAMINATION OF STAMPS.-Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
corners, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the fakiog fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows: is. per sump, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information,

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion:— 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed; F. Forged ; G. Genuine; G.F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R. Reprint.

NOTICE. —Publishers of Magazines, &c., who 
exchange with “ G. S. W.” are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, 
W.C.

Do you want to PURCHASE
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collection t If so, CONSULT OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER.

Editorial Communications.—All communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G . S . W .,
391 Strand, London, W.C.

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e .—The Editors regret that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head of 
“ Answers to Correspondents."

C o v e r s  f o r  B in d in g  V o l u m e s__Our publishers
are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. VII of Gibbons Stam p W eekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Do you want to SELL
your collection, or any part of it, at 
the small commission of Ten per 
cent? If so, ENTER IT IN OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

Full conditions, and List of Thirty.ai^e Col* 
lections entered on the Register, sent ptf®t*free 

on demand.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand ( M b ) , London,r ^ c .
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A L B U M S .

i

Some eolleetors like one kind o f  Album and some another, indeed, there are probably few  
things in whioh stamp collectors are more at sixes and sevens than in Stamp Albums. As Philatelic 
Publishers we do our best to please all parties. Hence the great variety o f  Postage Stamp Albums 
included in our Publications. Here is a brief list. I f  you cannot find the Album you want in this 
list, send fo r  our Illustrated Prospectus, post-free on application.

I M P R O V E D  M o .  O .- 1 7 6  pages. Spaces for 4700 stamps. With Geographical and Historical notes 
brought up to date. Fifty stamps presented gratis with each Album.

Price, in Art Cloth, 1/-g post-free, 1/3 .

I M P R O V E D  N o s .  2 ,  3 ,  a n d  4 .  —304 or 368 pages, oblong. Size, 10 x 7f in. Divided into 
Continents. 600 stamps and eighty watermarks illustrated in actual size. Strongly bound in artistic 
cover. One hundred stamps, all different, presented with each Album.

No. 2.—Plain Cloth, gilt lettered, 3 /6  g post-free, A /-1 abroad, 4 /7 .
No. 3 .—Art Vellum, lettered in gold and colours, 5 /-g post-free, 5 /6 ; abroad, 6 /2 .
No. 4.—Art Vellum, gilt lettered and gilt edges, with extra leaves for new issues, 7 /6  f 

post-free., 8 /> ; abroad, 8 / 10 .

T H E  M H O ’ S  O W H .  —For collectors of King Edward V II Stamps.
Cloth, 7 /6 1 post-free, 8 / - ;  abroad, 8 /9 .
Three-quarters Levant morocco, 2 1 / " ;  post-free, 21/8 ; abroad, 2 2 /6 .

T H E  I M P E R I A L .  —In three fine volumes. Size, 8£ x i i $ inches. The most popular of all our 
Albums. With numbered spaces for the stamps on the right-hand page, and full description in cata
logue form, with illustrations, on the left-hand page.

VOL. I.—Stamps of British Empire.
VOL. II.—Stamps of Europe and Colonies, and Possessions of European States. 
VOL. HI.—Foreign Countries, except Europe and its Possessions.

Vol. I.—Great Britain and Colonies. 526 pages. About 1800 illustrations.
No. 5.—Cloth, gilt lettered, 1 0 /«: post-free, 1 0 /9 .
No. 7.—Half-bound, gilt edges, I d /* ; post-free, 1 5 /9 .
No. 8.—Half-bound, green morocco, gilt edges, 2 5 /- ;  post-free, 2 6 /"
No. 9.—Half-bound, finest green Levant morocco, bevelled edges, patent expanding lock, 5 0 /-; 

post-free, 5 1 /-

Vol. II.—Stamps of Europe and Its Colonies and Possessions.
544 pages. 1703 illustrations.

No. 65 .—Cloth, 1 2 /» | post-free, 1 2 /9 .
No. 67 .—-Half-bound, 1 7 /6 | post-free, 1 8 /3 .
No. 68-—Half green morocco, 2 7 /8 1 post-free, 2 8 /8 .
No. 69 .—Half-bound, finest green Levant morocco, patent expanding lock, 5 0 /- ;  post-free, 54/-.

Vol. III.—Foreign Countries, except Europe and its Possessions.
412 pages. 1500 illustrations.

No. 95.—Cloth, IO /-1 post-free, 1 0 /9 .
No. 97.—Half-bound, 1 5 /- ;  post-free, 1 5 /9 .
No. 98.—Half-bound, green morocco, 2 2 /6 ;  post-free, 2 3 /3 .
No. 99.—Half-bound, finest green Levant morocco, patent expanding lock, 4 5 /- ) post-free, 4 5 /9 .

B R I T I S H  A F R I C A .  —For Specialists. A very complete Album for the stamps of the British 
Possessions on the African continent, on the plan of the Imperial Albums, with blank pages after each 
country for new issues.

No. 25 .—Cloth, 10 / -  I post-free, 1 0 /T.
No. 26 .—Half-bound morocco, art vellum sides, in strong box, 2 1 /* | post-free, 2 1 /8 .

B L A N K  A L B U M  m—Each page neatly bordered in neutral grey with quadrilll background.
No. 31 ,—Bound in three colours—red, blue, or green, 100 leaves, 94x7}.

Price 7 /6  g post-free, 8/- ; abroad, 8 /0 .
No. 32 .— Bound in two colours—marone or dark green, >50 leaves, xx)x8}.

Price 1 0 /8 1 post-free, 11/3  g abroad, 1 2 /3 .

T H E  O R I E L . —Well kqown as the Castle Album. Site, 10 x 10 J inches. Fifty movable leaves, hand
made paper, bound in red morocco, fitted into a drop-in case lined with Iamb’s-wool.

Price 3 0 /" | post-free, 3 0 /7 .
LEA V ES, either plain or with quadrilld background, 4 /8  per dozen, or 3 2 /8  per xoo.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L td ., 391 S t r a n d , LO N D O N , W .C.
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Special Bargains
F o r  G . S . W .  R e a d e r s .

SOMALI COAST
1 9 0 3 .

Type 3. Somali Warriors 

E R R O R
CENTRE INVERTED.

1 fr., black and orange-red.

This Stamp is priced at 60s. 
in our current Catalogue.

Special Bargaiq Price
Fop the above Stamp, 

unused and mint,

1 4 s .

R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a n d  
R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

AUSTRIA.
Cat. No. 1894-5. Postage Due. Per/. 10, ioJ- s. d. 
606. 7 kr., browa . . used o 6

N EW  ZEALAND.
<9c8. Type 44 a. S m a ll stamp.

819. is ., vermilion . . . . used o 4

OBOCK.
s?9a. Postage Due. Reduced price.

209. 5 c., black . . . . 0 6

ORANGE RIV ER COLONY.
1683-4. Type x. Revised price.

50. 2d., bright mauve . . used o 1

PARAGUAY.
1878. Type 1, surcharged.

4. 5 on 1 r., rose (black surcharge) • . . 1 6
5a. 5 on 1 r. ,, (blue ,, ) . . used 5 0

1907. Type 39, surcharged w ith Type 41, in black.
130. 5 c. on a c., olive . . . . used o 2

1908. Type 39, surcharged w ith Type 44, in black.
20 c. on 30 c., purple . . . . 0 5

QUEENSLAND.
1908. Type 21. Wmk. Crown and A .

239. 4d.t yellow . . used o 2
240. 6d., green . . . . , , 0 3

REUNION.
1893. Commerce type, surcharged.

CS. 2 c. on 20 c., red on green . . . used  o 3

SARAW AK.
1899. Type a, surcharged as Type 17. Reduced price.

47. 3 c. on 3 c., brown on yellow . . . 0 3

SELANGOR.
1895-8. Type 3. Elephants.

71. $s, green and blue . used 12 o

SERVIA.
1903-4. Type 1a, overprinted w ith Arms.

169. 5 p , pale green . used o 1

SEYCHELLES.
2901. Type 1, surcharged as Type 5.

44. 6 c. on 8 c., purple and ultramarine . . 0 6

SHANGHAI.
1893. Type 26. Ju bilee Stamp. Revised price.

183. a c., rose . . . .  .u s e d  o 3

SIAM.
Various types. Revised prices 

4. 1  att, rose-carmine (large) .
39. 4 a. on 24 atts, purple and blue <
40. 4 *. on 24 atts „
49. 4 a. on 24 atts „
72. a a. on 64 atts, purple and brown

107. 4 a. on (9 atts ,, carmine
117. 1 a. on 64 atts „  brown

ST R A IT S SE TTLEM EN TS.
Various types. Reduced prices.

40. 5 c., purple-brown . . . . 3 6
81. 1  c. 00 6 c., lilac . . used o 9
97. 4 c. 00 5 C., blue . . . a o

107. 10  c., purple &  black on yellow (Km g, Siogte) used o a
108. 95 c., lilac and green . ( , » » ) » •  1  o
109. 30 c., grey and carmine . ( 1 0
119. 4 c., purple on red . , , 0 1

. used 1 o 
. . a o

. 4 ©
X o

. 9 O

. t  sed  O 6

. . 1 O

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N . 

NEW  Y O R K : STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY. 
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G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

P h i la t e l ic  S o c ie t ie s
Bath Philatelic S ociety

Prooidont:  B. D. Pop*.
Hon. 8*crotarg • C. J .  Proater.

T h e  fortnightly meeting of this Society was held on ax 
October at their rooms (Bath Church Institute), the 
President (Mr. B. D. Pope) in the chair. Among those 
present were Messrs. F . G. Warwick, W. G. Olds, F. 
Haigb, Goodman, Annabeim, Nokes, and C. J .  Preater 
(Hon. Sec.). Letters of apology were received from 
Major Simpson, Dr. Fuller, Mr. J .  W. Sam|>son, and 
Mr. Norman Horley. Major Simpson, in bis letter, 
stated that he stiH took an interest in Philatety, and that 
be was very glad indeed such a society had been formed, 
and he was sure it would prove very beneficial to alt who 
had a proper appreciation for an engrossing study—such 
as Philately must be to true lovers of it. The minutes 
having beeo read and passed, Mr. F . G. Warwick gave 
his promised paper (with display) on the “  Line-Engraved 
Stamps taking the td., black, as his subject, this being 
the first stamp ever issued. Mr. Warwick showed the 
different printings, the various defects in the plates, 
secret marks, and different cancellations and colours, etc. 
His collection o f blacks is very fine and was much appre
ciated by those present. It may be mentioned that he 
has a  magnificent reconstructed plate o f these (940 io 
number), mounted on a  large frame, which he kindly 
brought for inspection. Various questions having been 
answered by the lecturer, a  very interesting and profitable 
evening, after votes o f thanks to Mr. Warwick and the 
President had been passed, was brought to a  close.

B ath  H erald  (22.10.08).

J u n ior  Philatelic S ociety
Prtoldonti Prod J .  Bololtto.
Annual 8uboerfpHon 1 8$. 8d.
intrant* ft*  1 2*. $d. Ho intrant* ft*  far tadloo or for 

Junior*.
On Saturday, 17  October, the Society held the second 
meeting of the season at Prince Henry’s Room, 17 
Fleet Street, E.C . The President stated that, owing to 
the arbitrary action taken by the officials of the M an
chester Branch, the General Committee of the J .P .S . 
had been compelled to dissolve the branch. Letters 
congratulating the Society on the production of the 
Commemorattoo envelope and acknowledging receipt 
of same were read from His Majesty the King, H .R .H . 
the Prince of Wales, and Mr. Wnitelaw Reid, American 
Ambassador.

In the absence of Mr. Dalwigk, Mr. Harte Lovelace 
kindly read his paper on the '• Stamps of the Cayman 
Islands,”  in wbicn the writer pointed out one or two 
interesting things that are to be found in these much- 
discussed stamps. Numerous shades are to be found 
in the King’s Head stamps and io the Queen’s H eads; 
two shades of the jd . and three shades of the >d. are noted. 
Varieties exist in the shading on the forehead in the 
King's Head series; in the first the shading continues 
right across to the outer line, and in the second it stops 
abruptly near the hair. At the dose, Mr. Dalwigk’s 
collection was banded round for the inspection o f the 
members. Among the most interesting things represented, 
one noticed a  strip o f three o f the $d. on 5s. provisional 
and a large number o f proofs. Mr. Adatt’s collection 
of Caymans was also banded round, as it contained 
several varieties lacking in Mr. Dalwigk’s collection, 
notably the double surcharge aid. provisional. Mr. 
Melville proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Dal- 
wigk for his paper and display, and to Mr. Lovelace for 
reading the paper, and also to Mr. Adutt for his contribution 
to the display. Mr. Crouch seconded, and it was 
carried. Mr. Adutt responded on behalf o f Mr. Dalwigk 
and himself.

A  poem by Mr. W. K. Imeson, entitled “  A  Study in 
Chalk,”  was read by Mr. Melville, and caused a good 
deal of amusement.

Mr. T . B. Widdowson, o f Leicester, next gave a 
paper and demonstration, 44 Lithography as a  Method 
of Stamp Printing.** Forgers usually adopt lithography 
for producing their imitations, so it becomes necessary 
for a  philatelist to make himself thoroughly acquainted 
with tiie various differences between lithography and 
other methods of printing. Mr. Widdowson explained

fully the component parts of lithographic inks and 
illustrated by numerous experiments the results on 
Solenhofen stone. Whereas engraving stands up from 
the paper to a certain extent, lithography is perfectly 
flat, owing to the fact that an engraviog is from a cut 
plate and lithography is flat on the stone. At the close 
of bis most interesting lecture a  large number of questions 
were asked by members seeking enlightenment on certain 
points, all of which Mr. Widdowson kindly answered to 
their satisfaction. Mr. Melville proposed a very hearty 
vote o f thanks to Mr. Widdowson for his very instruc
tive address. Mr. Adutt seconded, and it was carried 
unanimously.

Leicester Philatelic Society
Prooldontt Dr. R. Mllbournt Wont.
Hon. 8*0. i  P. V. Sanoomo, Tonngoon Stroot, 8t. James’

Road, lotoootor.
Mooting*:  Wtnohootor Houto, Wolford Plaoo, Lotoootor.

T h e  opening meeting of the session was held on 6 October 
at Winchester House, Welford Place. The President, 
Dr. West, occupied the chair, and was supported by a 
good muster of members.

The Hon. Sec., Mr. P. V. Sansome, was called upon to 
read bis report for the last session, which proved very 
satisfactory, as did the Hon. Treasurer’s, both reports 
being duly passed.

The following lady and gentlemeo were duly elected 
members o f the Society: Miss Bradley, Dr. Bradlev, 
Mr. B. W. N. Russell, Mr. H. Axdron, Mr. K. Elliott, 
Mr. A. Tann, Mr. Philip Wykes, and Mr. H. Collin.

The minutes o f the last meeting having been read and 
passed, the chairman called upon Mr. P. V. Sansome 
to show his collection of Great Britain and Gambia. 
ThU collection was mounted on upwards of forty sheets, 
and included the early issues of Great Britain, the En
velope stamp, Officials, etc. Gambia was also well 
represented, Doth early and current issues being shown.

A paper by Mr. T . B. Widdowson, on 44 Printing of 
Postage Stamps,” was briefly gone into, it being arranged 
to carry that 00 at the next meeting. A vote of thanks 
to Messrs. T. B. Widdowson and P. V. Sansome for 
their respective items was carried unanimously.

Sheffield Philatelic Society
Prootdont: P. Atkin.
Hon. 800.: H. £. Standfiold, 22 Parktr'o Road, Shofiold. 

THB opening meeting of the session was held on Tuesday 
evening, in the rooms of this Society, at the King’s Head 
Hotel, the President (Mr. F. Atkin) in the chair.

The report and balance-sheet for the past session, 
showing the Society to be in a  flourishing condition, 
were read and adopted. An interesting programme for 
the present session was drawn up. It includes various 
exhibitions of stamps, and discussions and papers on 
matters pertaining to Philately.

The following officers were elected: Hon. Presidents, 
Mr. Charles Clifford and Councillor Kelley; President, 
Mr. W. C . F o x ; Vice-President, Dr. C. W. M ays; 
Secretary, Mr. H . E . Standfield; Treasurer, Mr. J .  H . 
Chapman; Librarian, Mr. J .  F . Peace; Exchange 
Secretary, Mr. R . Sneath; Committee, M ew s. F . Atkin, 
J .  E . Bartlett, and G. H. Hunt.

Sheffield D aily Telegraph (3a.xo.08).

South Wales and Monmouthshire 
Philatelic Society

Prooldontt Col. Q. £. Potty,
Hon. Sect, t Moooro. T. Edward* and Qwllym R, Lougkor,

A m e e t i n g  was held 00 Wednesday at the Y  M .C.A. 
Building, Cardiff. Colonel G . E . Petty was elected 
President, and Messrs- V. E . Brukewicn and Dr* de 
Vere Hunt Vice-Presidents. Mr. C. M. Berkeley was 
appointed Hon. Treasurer, and Messrs. T . Edwards and 
Gwilym R . Lougher joint Hon. Secs. Dr. A . E . Fiddian 
and Messrs. Page, Hass, sod Birkenhead were elected to 
the Committee. It was reported that a  fine series of 
papers and displays of rare stamps will be given during 
the coming season.— S. W. D aily  News (t7.10.0B).
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The Sectional Im perial A lbum

THIS NEW ALBUM IS FULLY DESCRIBED IN A PAMPHLET ' 
WHICH WILL BE SENT POST-FREE ON APPLICATION.

T h e  O u t s i d e  D i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o v e r  a r e

I l f  b y  1 0 1  i n .

E a c h  P a g e  m e a s u r e s  H i  b y  8  i n .  

c l e a r  o f  B i n d i n g .

T H E  B I N D E R S

have been specially made and are o f the simplest description; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (See above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.
W hen mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re

moved and the pages laid out quite flat.
They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33.— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion o f particulars of contents. Price 6 / - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6 /6 ; abroad, 7 /-.

No. 34.— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 16 /-; post-free, United Kingdom, 16/6; abroad, 16/-.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L I M I T E D ,

391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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1

T H E  S E C T IO N A L  IM P E R IA L  A L B U M
A  full description of this Album and a specimen Section, printed on the 

paper used, will be sent post-free on application.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  S e c t i o n s  a r e  n o w  r e a d y : —

Section Pages.
Price, 
s. d.

1. a  R E  A T  B R IT A IN . 85 .. 3 9

W E S T  INDIES.

2. A N TIG U A - 4 - 0 3
3. B A H A M A S . 8 .. 0 4
4  B A R B A D O S . 12 .. 0 6
5. B E R M U D A . 6 .. 0 4
6. CAYM AN  IS L A N D S . 4 .. 0 3
7. DOMINICA . 10 .. 0 6
8. G R E N A D A . 12 .. 0 6
9. JA M A IC A . 12 .. 0 6

10. L E E W A R D  ISL A N D S . . 6 .. 0 4
11. M O N T SE R R A T  . * 4 - 0 3
12. N E V IS . IO .. 0 6
13. ST . C H R IST O P H E R . 10 .. 0 6
14  ST . K IT T S -N E V IS . 4 .. 0 3
15. S T . L U C IA . . 12 .. . 0 6
16. S T . V IN C E N T . 8 .. 0 4
17. TOBAGO . . 6 .. . 0 4
18. TR IN ID A D , 22 .. . 1 0
19. T U R K S  ISL A N D S . 8 .. . 0 4
20. T U R K S  &  CAICO S IS L A N D S  4 ~. 0 3
21. V IRG IN  ISL A N D S . 8 .. . 0 4

AM ERICAN CO LO NIES.

22. B R IT IS H  CO LU M BIA  . 4 •.. 0 3
23. CANADA . . . . 22 . .. 1 0
24. N EW  B R U N SW IC K 4 •.. 0 3
25. NEW FO UN DLAND 12 .. 0 0
26. NOVA SCO TIA 4 -.. 0 3
27. P R IN C E  ED W A R D  ISL A N D 4 •. 0 3
28. B R IT ISH  G U IA N A 22 . .. 1 0
29. „  H O N D U RA S . s  .... 0 4
30. F A LK L A N D  ISL A N D S . 6 . .. 0 4

AFRICAN CO LO NIES
Section Pages. s. 'd.
31. B R IT ISH  BECH U A N A LA N D 8 .... 0 4
32. „  C E N T R A L  A F R IC A 8 .... 0 4
33. „  E A S T  A F R IC A 12 . 0 6
34 „  SO M A LIL A N D IO .... 0 6
35. „  SO UTH A F R IC A  . 10 .. . 0 6
36. C A P E  O F GOOD H OPE 18 .. . 0 10
37. E A S T  A F R IC A  &  U GA N D A . 6 .... 0 4
38. G A M B IA  . . . . 6 .... 0 4
39. GOLD COAST 6 .... 0 4
40. O RIQ UA LAN D  W E S T  . 10 .... 0 6
41. LAG O S . . . . 8 .. . 0 4
42 M A D A G A SC A R  . 22 .... 1 0
43. M A U R IT IU S 24 .. . 1 0
44. N A T A L . . . . 20 .. . 0 10
45. N E W  SO UTH  A FR IC A N

R E P U B L IC 22 .. . 1 0
46. N IG E R  CO AST . 8 .... 0 4
47. N O RTH ERN  N IG E R IA  . 4 •• . 0 3
48. O RAN O E R IV E R  COLONY . 26 .. . 1 2
49. S T . H E L E N A 8 .. . 0 4
50. S E Y C H E L L E S  . 8 .. . 0 4
51. S IE R R A  LE O N E  . IO .. . 0 6
52. SO U T H ER N  N IO E R I V . 4 •• . 0 3
53. S T E L L A L A N D 4 •• . 0 3
54. SU D AN . 14 .. . 0 8
55. SW A Z IE L A N D  . 4 ••. 0 3
58. T R A N S V A A L 66 .. . 2 0
57. UOANDA PR O TECTO RA TE IO .. . 0 0
58. Z A N Z IB A R 16 .. . 0 0
59 Z U LU LA N D 4 . 0 3

P O S T A G E .
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an 

additional four pages for each section. The postage will then be as follows:—
G R E A T  BR ITA IN .

10 Pages 
22 
36 

130 
220 
400 
600

2d.
2&
4d.
5d.
6d.
7d.

Above 60 0  pages reckon Id. more 
additional lOO pages or portion thereof.

for each

ABRO AD .

10 Pages 
22 
34
46 „
68

2d.
2KL
3d.

4|d.
6d.

And an extra id. for every 12 pages in addition, 
up to 34 0  pages.

For more than 34 0  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 34 0  pages weigh 4  lb., 
and every 9 0  additional pages I lb.

MINIMUM POSTAGE . 2d.
N.B.—Each  page measures 1 1 1  X 8  In. d e a r  of binding.

B L A N K  L E A V E S  can  b e  su p p lied  to  m a tch  th e  p rin ted  p a g e s , a n d  w ill b e  
fo u n d  o f  u se  fo r th o se  w ho w a n t  to  in c lu d e  p a irs , b lo ck s , o r  sta m p s on  co vers.

P r i c e  9 d .  p e r  d o z . ;  p o s t - f r e e ,  l i d .  p e r  d o z .

STANLEY GIBBONS. Ltd., 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
7



Stamp Collections Register
W E  have many collections offered to us that for one reason or another we do not wish to pur

chase, and we have therefore decided to open this “ Stam p Collections R egister" in order to 
bring under the notice o f our 12,000 readers o f the “ Stam p W eekly" the different pro

perties that may be placed in our hands. In addition to publishing this Register in our paper we 
also issue the Register in pamphlet form and send it to a  large number of good buyers who do 
not subscribe to “  G.S. W."

The following will be the first conditions that must be agreed to when we enter a collection 
upon this Register.

1st.—The owner in all eases to fix the price at which his collection is offered for sale, 
and.—The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea ( £ i.  is.) for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register.
3rd.—The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent (10 %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4th.—Collections should be sent to 391 S t r a n d , L o n d o n , in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written.
Jth.—Collections may be inspected at 391 S t r a n d , W.C.
6th.—The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind.
7th.—Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.—No collection will be entered in this Register at a less price than Twenty Founds.
9th.—Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., either as to 

the genuineness or condition of the stamps; but S. G ., Ltd., are willing to report on any 
stamps in Collections on the Register at their usual terms.

10th.—Collectors are advised to fix the very lowest price they will accept, in the first instance, as this 
will ensure a quicker sale and save correspondence.

n th .—It will greatly facilitate a sale if the owner will calculate the current catalogue price of his 
stamps.

No. 47.
A  FINE SPECIALIZED COLLECTION OF

NEW SOUTH WALES
Consisting almost entirely of stamps 

issued before 1861.
A mong the others we draw attention to the Sydney Views, which include o f  the id ., red, 
two pairs and eight s in g les ; 2d., blue, t e n ; 3d., green, nine, including the 3d. on blue 
ribbed paper. Laureated, no wmk., id ., tw enty; 2d., thirty-three, including six o f 
the "  stars in corners ” ; 3d , ten ; 6d., th re e ; 8d., one. Laureated, with wmk., 
id ., twelve, including a fine unused “ no leaves to right o f So u th ” ; 3d ., ten, including the 
“  W aees ’’ error. Diadem issue, a fine lot o f beautiful shades ; amongst these we note, 
2d., with m ajor retou ch ; 3d., pair, and six fine singles. T h e  Square Stamps o f i860 
include some very rare shades and fine copies, and also an exceptionally good lot o f the 
same issues, perf. 12 , including four of the 3d ., yellow-green, and the rare 8d., orange- 
yellow. A  small book contains some later issues and modern stamps on letters, etc. etc.

The otoner elates that the Catalogue Value Is otter £ 3 1 7 , and he 
offers the Collection at the Very low price of

A T  WHICH PRICE WE CAN STRONGLY RECOMMEND IT.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C
8- 4 -
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  m e e k l y
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“ T h e  m o n t h l y  3 o u r n a l . ”
The most popular Weefcly Stam p Journal for 

the general collector and specialist.

PREPAID  SUBSCRIPTIO NS must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d, 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 n 3s- 3d. 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

ff 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S, W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
instead of folded as it would be if posted.

C o n t e n t s .
T H E  last number in each month is a special nnmfaer 
A that is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 

and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CHAS. J. PH ILLIPS, 
and contain amongst other subjects: —
The Countries of the World. By w .  P. BarnsdalL
Topical Notes. By Chas. J . Phillips.
New Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
T w entieth  Century Colonials. By D. B Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal* 

mg with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World’s Press.
A Special Feature is made of L E T T E R S FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS all over the World.
Philatelic Societies* Reports.

A n sw ers to Correspondents.
About every other number contains an offer of a 

SP E C IA L  BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  l U e e k l y
BOUND VO LU M ES.

T h s  following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
front and back, and with all advertisements and covers bound 
in, can now be s u p p l i e d post-free.

P er io d . s . d.

V o l . z . J a n .  t o  J fu n e , 19 0 5  . 25 0

tf 2  . J u l y  t o  ID e c ., 1 9 0 5  . 1 0 6

ft
f*

3  ■ J a n .  t o  1fu n e , 19 0 0 . 1 0 6

4  • J u l y  t o  I D e c ., 19 0 6  .■ 4 9
, , S  • J a n .  t o  1fu n e , 1 9 0 7  . 4 9
, , 6  . J u l y  t o  1D e c ., 19 0 7  ,■ 4 9
If 7  • J a n .  t o  J u n e ,  19 0 8 ■ 4 9

These volumes are replete with useful information to all 
collectors.

The monthly Soutmal.
T h e s e  are reptete with interesting articles by the best writers 
o f the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector ; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will hod contained in them.

V o l s .  1  a n d  2  
V o l .  3  .

.. 4 ■
It 
M 
If 
II 
I* 
I I 
ft

l :
9 •

10 . 
12  . 
*4 •

O u t  o f  p r in t  
. p o s t - f r e e

t>

/.
7
5

6
6
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4

d.
6
6
0
6
0
o
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
o

EXAMINATION OF STAMPS.—Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
corners, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the fakiog fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have fouod it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion:— 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed; F. Forged; G . Genuine; G .F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R . Reprint.

NOTICE. — Publishers of Magazines, &cM who 
exchange with “ G. S. W .” are requested to be so 
kind a s ,  in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, G l e n a r m ,  Longtdn 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
ST A N LE Y GIBBONS, Ltd., 301 Strand, London, 
W.C.

E d i t o r i a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s . — All communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G. S. W.t
391 Strand, London, W .C.

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e . — The Editors regret that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the bead of 
'* Answers to Correspondents."

C o v e r s  f o r  B i n d i n g  V o l u m e s . — O u r  p u b l i s h e r s  
a r e  n o w  p r e p a r e d  to s u p p l y  s p e c i a l  c o v e r s  f o r  b i n d i o g  
t h e  n u m b e r s  o f  V o l .  V II o f  Gibbons Stamp Weekly in  
a r t  c l o t h ,  l e t t e r e d  f r o n t  a n d  b a c k ,  a t  i s .  6d .  p o s t - f r e e .

Do you want to PURCHASE
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collection f I f  so, C O N SU LT  O UR

STAM P COLLECTIONS REGISTER.

Do you want to SELL
your collection, or any part of it, at 
the small commission of Ten per 
cent? I f  so, E N T E R  IT  IN  OUR

STAM P COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

Full conditions, and List of Thlrty-nlns Col* 
lections entered on the Register, sent post-free 

on demand.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand London, W.C.
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A L B U M S .
Some collectors like one kind o f  Album and some another. Indeed, there are probably few  

things in which stamp collectors are more at sixes and sevens than in Stamp Albums. As Philatelic 
Publishers we do our best to please all parties. Hence the great variety o f  Postage Stamp Albums 
included in our Publications. Here is a brief list. I f  you cannot find the Album you want in this 
list, send fo r  our Illustrated Prospectus, post-free on application.

I M P R O V E D  N o. O .- 1 7 6  pages. Spaces for 4700 stamps. With Geographical and Historical notes 
brought up to date. Fifty stamps presented gratis with each Album.

Price, in Art Cloth, I/-5 post-free, 1/3 *

I M P R O V E D  Nos .  2 ,  3 , a n d  4  . —304 or 368 pages, oblong. Size, 1 0 x 7 !  in. Divided into 
Continents. 600 stamps and eighty watermarks illustrated in actual size. Strongly bound in artistic 
cover. One hundred stamps, all different, presented with each Album,

No. 2 .—Plain Cloth, gilt lettered, 3 /6 ; post-free, 4 /- j abroad, 4 /7 *
No. 3 ,—Art Vellnm, lettered in gold and colours, 5 /- | post-free, 6 / 6 1 abroad, 6 /2 »
No. 4 .—Art Vellum, gilt lettered and gilt edges, with extra leaves for new issues, 7 /6 1 

post'-free, 8/-3 abroad, 8 / 10 .

T H E  K I N G 9S  O W N .  —For collectors of King Edward V II Stamps.
Cloth, 7 /6  3 post-free, 8 / • 3 abroad, 8 /9 «
Three-quarters Levant morocco, 2 1 / - 1 post-free, 2 1 /8  3 abroad, 2 2 /6 .

T H E  I M P E R I A L  • —In three fine volumes. Size, 8 f x i i $  inches. The most popular of all our 
Albums. With numbered spaces for the stamps on the right-hand page, and full description in cata
logue form, with illustrations, on the left-hand page.

VOL. I .—-Sta m p s of B rit ish  E m p ire .
VOL. I I .— Sta m p s of E urope and Colonies, and P o ssessio n s of European S ta te s . 
VOL. I II .—Foreign C ountries, except Europe and Its  P o ssessio n s.

V ol. I .—G reat B rita in  agd Colonies. 526 pages. About 1800 illustrations.
No. 5.—Cloth, gilt lettered, IO /-3 post-free, 1 0 /9 .
No. 7.—Half-bound, gilt edges, 1 8 /- f  post-free, 1 6 /9 .
No. 8.—Half-bound, green morocco, gut edges, 2 8 / - 1 post-free, 2 6 /-
No. 9.—Half-bound, finest green Levant morocco, bevelled edges, patent expanding lock, 6 0 / - 1 

post-free, 51/-

Vol. I I .—Stam p s of Europe and Its Colonies and Possessions.
544 pages. 1700 illustrations.

No. 65 .—Cloth, 12 / -  { post-free, 1 2 /9 .
No. 67 .—Half-bound, 1 7 /6 1 post-free, 1 8 /3 .
No. 68.—Half green morocco, 2 7 /6 ; post-free, 2 8 /6 .
No. 69 .—Half-bound, finest green Levant morocco, patent expanding lock, 6 0 / - 1 post-free, 8 1 /-.

V ol. I II .—Foreign  C ountries, except Europe and its  Possessions.
412 pages. 1500 illustrations.

No. 95.—Cloth. 1 0 /-| post-free, 1 0 /9 .
No. 97.—Half-oound, 1 5 /-3 post-free, 1 5 /9 .
No. 98 .—Half-bound, green morocco, 2 2 / 6 3  post-free, 2 3 /3 .
No. 99.— Half-bound, finest green Levant morocco, patent expanding lock, 4 6 /-3 post-free, 4 5 /9 .

B R I T I S H  A  F R I O  A .  —For Specialists. A very complete Album for the stamps of the British 
Possessions on the African continent, on the plan of the Imperial Albums, with blank pages after each 
country for new issues.

No. 25 .—Cloth, 1 0 /-| post-free, 1 0 /7 .
No. 26 .—Half-bonnd morocco, art vellum sides, in strong box, 21/-3 post-free, 21/8 .

B L A N K  A L B U M  •—Each page neatly bordered in neutral grey with quadrilld background. 
No. 31 .—Bound In three colours—red, blue, or green, too leaves, 9^x7}.

Price 7 /6  3 post-free, 8 / - 1 abroad, 8 /9 .
No. 32 .—Bound in two colours-marone or dark green, 150 leaves, tt}x8}.

Price 1 0 /6 1 post-free, 11 /3  | abroad, 1 2 /3 .

T H E  O R I E L  Well known as the Castle Album. Sire, tox ioJ  inches. Fifty movable leaves, hand
made paper, bound in red morocco, fitted into a drop-in case lined with lamb’s-wool.

Price 3 0 / - 1 post-free, 3 0 /T.
LEA V ES, either plain or with quadrille background, 4-/6  per doren, or 3 2 /6  per too.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S . L td .. 391 S t r a n d . LO N D O N . W .C.
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Special Bargains
F o r  G . S . W .  R e a d e r s .

H O N DURAS
1 9 0 3 .

Type 20 . P er!. 12.
PORTRAIT OF

GENERAL SANTOS GUARDIOLA.

1  c . ,  e m e r a ld .
2  c . ,  c a r m in e - r o s e .
5 c  , d e e p  b lu e .
6  c . ,  v io le t .

T h e s e  S t a m p s  a r e  p r i c e d  a t  l O d .  

i n  o u r  c u r r e n t  C a t a l o g u e .

Special Bargait) Price
For the Set of Four Stamps, 

unused and mint,

6 d .

R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a n d  
R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE ST A TED.

A N G O L A .
Cat. No. Various issues. Revised prices.

used
s. d.

5. 35 r., red . . S O
: 3/24. 300 r., orange • . . .

used
0 3

25/26. 300 r., brown . . . 3 0
36. 109 r., dull lilac »» 0
88. 300 r., p ile red-orange . . 3 0
41. 300 r., yellow-brown „ 3 6
40. SO r., deep blue . . . „ 0
64. 49 r., yellow-bulT

50 r., pa'e blue . .
„ 3 6

65. »* 3 6
106. 35 r. blue-green (King Carlos) O t

C H IN A .
1898-1907. Type 31. No. watertstark.

140. $a, carmine and yellow used 3 6
G E R M A N  C H IN A .

1905 Stam p 0 / Gertnan Em pire, surcharged*
C33. to c. on ao pf., ultramarine used O 3

H O N G K O N G .
1904-8. K ing 's  Head. M ult. wmk. Revised prices. 

117* . 6 c., vermilion and purple . .u sed  o a
US. 8 c., grey-black ana violet . . „  o a
122. 30 c., grey-green and black . . ., 0 6

IN D O -C H IN A .
1907. New issue. Types 7, 8, and 10. 

to c., black and scarlet . . . used o a
67. 35 c. ,, blue . . . „  o 3
03. t fr. „  lake (large) . . ,, 0 8

L A B U A N .
1895. Errors. Overprint labuak  omitted.

82*-$?<r. Set of ihree . . . . ao o
190s. Postage Due, Overprint double.

210. 3 c., black and green . . . . 7 6
M A CA O .

1900. K in g  Carlos. N ew  shade.
166* . 5 avos, faun . . used o 3

N Y A S S A .
1901. Types 2 and  3. Varieties. Centre inverted.

39* . 2} r., black and chocolate . . . 30 o
39£. to r. „  green . . . 30 o
99c. iso  r. ,, orange-brown . . . 30 ©
39d . 300 r. ,, green . . . 30 o

P A N A M A  (C A N A L  ZO N E).
1908. Type 105. “  Canal Zone "  reading down.

763. a c., black and carmine .  . used o 3
S E Y C H E L L E S  

Ju n e, 190a. Type i ,  surcharged.
45. 3 c. on 4 c., carmine and green . . used

S IA M .
1904. Type 47. Portrait.

142. 38 a., chocolate and blue . .u sed
S P A IN .

Various types. R evised prices.
848/849. 10 c., ultramarine (Type 43)
420. $ c., blue-green ( „  49) . .

S P A N IS H  G U IN E A .
1903. Type 1. Boy King.

2. 10 c , indigo . . .
S U D A N .

1903-8. Service. Overprinted O.S.G.S.
101. 1 m., brown and carmine .
108. 1 m. „  pink . . . .
108& 110. 1  m., round and square stops (pair) 

S W IT Z E R L A N D .
1 08. New Helvetia Type.

248. 35 c., yellow and emerald
261. 70 c., ochre and chocolate

3 o

o 5

o s 
o 1

o 4

o 3 
O 3 
x 6

o 5 
o 10

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N . 

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY. 
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G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

I

P h i la t e l ic  S o c ie t ie s
Glasgow and West of Scotland 
Philatelic Society

Hon. President: Edwin Tempi*, B A., Cam.
President: W. A. R. Jex Long, F.R.P.S.L., 58 Renfield 

Street.
Hon. Secretary : Thomas N. Wallace, 27 Oswald Street.
Meetings: Religious Institution Rooms, 200 Buchanan 

Street, at 7.45 p.m.
T he second ordinary meeting for this session of the Glas
gow and West of Scotland Philatelic Society was held in 
tbe Religious Institution Rooms, 200 Buchanan Street.

The President, Wm. A. R . Jex  Long, Esq., p . r . p . s . l . ,  
occupied the ch ir. There was a good turn-out of members 
and several guests.

A display was given of the stamps of Australia by the 
members, which proved entertaining and instructive, 
the collections being very comprehensive and tastefully 
arranged. A pleasant discussion followed, and votes of 
thanks to the members who brought their collections and 
to the Chairman closed an enjoyable and profitable 
evening.

Tbe Secretary* Thos. N . Wallace, Esq., 27 Oswald 
Street, reported the enrolment o f several new members.

Herts Philatelic Society
President t Frans Reiehenhelm, Esq.
Hon. Secretary: H. A. Slade, Eeq„ Minefields, St. Albans.
Meetings : 4 Southampton Row, W.C., Third Tueedayo.
Annual Subscription, Ss.

T its  first general meeting of the session 190S-9 was 
held (by kind invitation o f tbe Earl of Crawford), at No- 2 
Cavendish Square, London, W., on Tuesday, 20 October, 
t(oS, at 6.30 p.m.

Present: Messrs. Franz Reicheoheim (President), H. L. 
Hayman (Vice-President), L. E . Bradbury, R. Frentzel, 
A. H. L. Giles, C. R. Sutherland, W. U. Cool, W. T. 
Standen, J .  R. Laing, W. C. Gunner, M. Simons, Lieut.- 
Col. H. Barclay, Messrs. J .  E . Lincoln, W. van Oppen, 
A. G. Wane, B. W. H. Poole, J .  Campion, F. Read, 
W. Batty-Mapplebeck, J .  A. Leon, C. Nissen, D. Thomson, 
Fred J .  Melville, D. Field, M. Weinberg, P. Ashley, 
E . D. Bacon, the Earl of Crawford, Messrs. J .  C. Side- 
botham (Hon. Librarian), H. A. Slade (Hon. Secretary), 
and mx visitors.

Tbe Pre-ident took the chair.
The minutes of the meeting held on 14 April, 1908, were 

read and signed as correct.
The election of Mrs. H. R. Baird (life member), and 

Messrs. J .  L. Corser, C. E. Macnaughian and J .  W. 
Campion as ordinary members of the Society was duly 
confirmed. Tbe resignations of Messrs. M. Z. Kuttncr 
and E . W. Wetherell were received and accepted with 
regret.

Donations of envelopes from Mr. C. C. Tait, of stamp* 
from tbe President and Mr. R. Frentzel, and of books, etc. 
from different members and Societies, were acknowledged 
with thanks.

The meeting was informed that the President and the 
Hon. Secretary had accepted the nominations on the 
Committee of Honour of the International Philatelic E x 
hibition, Amsterdam, 1909, for themselves and the Society. 
Promises of support to the Manchester Philatelic Exhibi
tion were confirmed.

The Hon. Secretary was requested to forward the con
dolences of tbe Society to tbe Swedish Philatelic Society 
on tbe occasion of the death of their lamented member, 
Mr. Rudolf Krasemann.

Lord Crawford then exhibited his famous collection of 
tbe stamps of Italy and the old Italian States, which 
comprises no less than twenty volumes, and is practically 
complete io every respect.

A hearty vote o f thanks to I*ord Crawford for his courtesy 
was proposed by the President, seconded by the Vice- 
President, and carried unanimously.

A  most enjoyable and instructive evening was brought 
to a close at 8.10 p.m.

Junior Philatelic Society
Brighton Branch

Hon. 800.: J .  Inland, 108 Wsstsrn Road, Hops.
Mooting-plaeo : Royal Hotel, Queen's Road.
Meetings: Second and fourth Thursdays, 7 till 10 p.m.

T h e  second meeting o f the season was held on 22 
October, Mr. Mead being in the chair.

Mr. Douglas Charles Smith was elected a  member.
A very interesting display of the stamps of Greece, 

Mexico, and Uruguay was given by Mr. A. H. L. Giles, 
k .n., tbe various printings of Greece being a strong 
feature. Several of the town-names of Mexico were also 
shown. At the conclusion a hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded Mr. Giles, moved by tbe chairman, seconded 
by Miss K. Foster, and carried with acclamation.

Leeds Philatelic Society
Presidentt C. W. Harding.
Meetings! Tuesdays ( 7 .1 5  p.m.), Room B3 , Leeds Institute, 

Coohrldge Street.
Hon. Secretary; T. S. Fraser, 22 Oriental Terrace, Armley, 

Leeds.
Annual Subscription: 6s.

T h e  second meeting o f the session was held in the Leeds 
Institute, on Tuesday, 20 October, when there was a display 
by the members of the old issues of European stamps. 
Mr. C. W. Harding, the President, occupied the chair.

Mr. F. Padgett gave a fine display of the early issues of 
Switzerland, Belgium, France, Papal States, etc., many of 
the stamps being on the original covers. Mr. Tbackrah's 
stamps were in several blank albums 2nd were very com
plete in the first issues of Spain and Papal States. Mr.
C. W. Harding s general collection in an Imperial Album 
was also shown.

Rev. C . Naters and Mr. A F . Hess were unanimously 
elected members of tbe Society.

Novelties were shown by Mr. W. V. Morten : « floured  
plate o f tbe Scarborough Post Office in 1813 \ a G ullet 
with an account of the trial of Huffam White, Robert 
Kendall, and Mary Howe, for robbing the Leeds mail 
coach on 26 October, 18 12 ; and an advertisement of the 
Leeds and London mail coach "guarded all the way ”  in 
x 788. By Mr. E ag ly : xo paras, green on yellow paper, new 
issue Austrian Levant stamp.

Manchester Philatelic Society
Prssldsnt: W. Doming Beckton.
Hon. Sec. t Q. Fred. H. G/6ton, Fairfield, Crumpsall 

Manchester.
Meetings s Qrand Hotel, Manchester, Weekly: Fridays 

at 7 p.m.
A t  the meeting on 19 October, Mr. J .  C. North gave a 
display of bis collection of stamps of Bavaria, with notes, 
especially illustrating the numerous minor varieties of the 
1876 and subsequent issues. Last Saturday a party of tbe 
members visited the Manchester School of Technology. 
Going first to the laboratory, Mr. J .  Hubner explained 
very lucidly and concisely the materials used in, and the 

rocess of, paper-making, giving a practical demonstration 
y preparing a sheet of Band-made paper. Very beautiful 

specimens of watermarked paper were shown by Mr. 
Hubner, made in Russia ana Japan, the latter, a design 
showing two fishes, an exquisite work of art. The parly 
then inspected the process of making a web of paper, 
technically known as half-stuff, by tbe paper-makiog plant. 
Afterwards a visit was made to the printing and litho
graphic departments.-— Manchester Guardian, 27. to.08.

Sind Philatelic Society
President 1 Framrose E. Panthakey.
Hon. Secretary : B. J. H. Somake,
Meetings : First Tutsday in each month.
Annual Subscription. 4s.

T h e  inauguration meeting of the Sind Philatelic Society 
took plac; at Karachi, on Tuesday, 13 October, 1908, at 
tbe Y.M .C.A . Rooms, there being present: Messts.
E . A. Pearson, D. L . Mclver, E . L . Rogers, Jehangir
F. Panthakey and B. J .  H. Somake. Mr. Somake was 
voted to tbe chair. It was resolved to start a Phila'elic 
Society, to be called tbe Sind Philatelic Society, having as 
its object the cultivation of general knowledge on all 
philatelic questions among members. Framroze E. Paoth- 
akey was elected President, and B. J .  H. Somake 
Honorary Secretary. Rules were duly drawn up, and it 
was resolved that meetings be held on first Tuesday in 
each month. Subscription for corresponding members was 
fixed at four shillings per annum, payable half-yearly in 
advance.
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The Sectional Im perial A lbum

THIS NEW ALBUM IS FULLY DESCRIBED IN A PAMPHLET 
WHICH WILL BE SENT POST-FREE ON APPLICATION.

T h e  O u t s i d e  D i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o v e r  a r e

I l f  b y  1 0 £  i n .

E a c h  P a g e  m e a s u r e s  I l f  b y  8  i n .  

c l e a r  o f  B i n d i n g .

T H E  B I N D E R S

have been specially made and are o f the simplest description ; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (See above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.
W hen mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re

moved and the pages laid out quite flat
They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33.— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars of contents. Price 6 /- ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6/6; abroad, 7 /-.

No. 34.—Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 15 /-; post-free, United Kingdom, 15/6; abroad, 16/-.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L I M I T E D ,

3 9 1  5 T R A N D , L O N D O N , W .C .



T H E  S E C T IO N A L  IM P E R IA L  A L B U M
A full description of this Album and a specimen Section, printed on the 

paper used, will be sent post-free on application.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  S e c t i o n s  a r e  n o w  r e a d y : —

Section Pages.
Price, 
s. d.

1. G R E A T  B R IT A IN . 85 3 9

W E 8 T  INDIES.
2. AN TIQ U A 4 •• 0 3
3. B A H A M A S ,  , 8 . . 0 4
4. B A R B A D O S , , 12  . . 0 0
5. B E R M U D A # , 6 . . 0 4
6. C A YM A N  ISL A N D S ,  , 4 •• 0 3
7. DOM INICA ,  , 10  . . 0 6
a  Q REN A D A ,  , 12  . . 0 0
9. JA M A IC A , 12  . . 0 0

10. L E E W A R D  ISL A N D S 6 . . 0 4
11. M O N T SE R R A T  . ,  , 4 0 3
12. N E V IS ,  , 10  . . 0 6
i a  ST . C H R IST O P H E R .  , 10  . . 0 6
14. ST . K IT T S -N E V 1S .  , 4 0 3
15. S T . L U C IA . .  , 1 2  . . 0 6
16. S T . V IN C E N T ,  , 8 . . 0 4
17. TOBAGO . ,  , 6 . . 0 4
i a  T R IN ID A D ,  , 22  . . 1 0
19. T U R K S  ISL A N D S ,  , 8 .. 0 4
20. T U R K S  &  CAICO S ISL A N D S 4 0 3
21. V IRG IN  ISL A N D S 8 .. 0 4

AM ERICAN CO LO NIES.
22. B R IT IS H  C O LU M BIA  . 4 ••,. 0 3
23. C A N A D A . . . . 22 .. . 1 0
24. N E W  B R U N SW IC K 4 ••.. 0 3
25. N EW FO U N D LA N D 12 .. 0 6
26. NOVA SCO TIA 4 •.. 0 3
27. P R IN C E  E D W A R D  ISL A N D 4 •• . 0 3
28. B R IT IS H  G U IA N A 22 .... 1 0
29. „  H O N D U RA S . 8 . .. 0 4
30. F A L K L A N D  ISL A N D S . 6 . .. 0 4

AFRICAN CO LO NIES.
Section Pages. s. d.
31. B R IT ISH  BECH U A N A LA N D 8 .. 0 4
32. „  C E N T R A L  A FR IC A 8 .. 0 4
33. „  E A S T  A F R IC A 12 .. 0 6
34. „  SO M A LIL A N D 10 .. 0 0
35. „  SO UTH A F R IC A  . 10 .. 0 6
30. C A P E  OF GOOD HOPE 18 .. 0 10
37. E A S T  A F R IC A  &  U GAN D A. '6 .. 0 4
38. G A M B IA  . . . . 6 .. 0 4£CO GOLD COAST 6 .. 0 4
40. G RIQ U A LA N D  W E S T  . 10 .. 0 6
41. LA G O S . . . . 8 .. 0 4
4a M A D A G A SC A R  . 22 .. 1 0
43. M A U R IT IU S 24. . 1 0
44. N A T A L . . . . 20 .. 0 10
45. N E W  SOUTH A FR IC A N

R E P U B L IC 22 .. 1 0
40. N IG E R  COAST . 8 .. 0 4
47. N O RTH ERN  N IG E R IA  . 4 •• 0 3
48. O RA N G E R IV E R  COLONY . 26 .. 1 2
49. S T . H E L E N A 8 .. 0 4
50. S E Y C H E L L E S  . 8 .. 0 4
51. S IE R R A  LEO N E . I O  .. . 0 0
52. SO U T H ER N  N IG E R IA  . 4 •• . 0 3
53. S T E L L A L A N D 4 •• . 0 3
54. SU D A N  . . . . 14 .. . 0 8
55. SW A Z IE L A N D 4 . . 0 3
50. T R A N S V A A L 66 . . 2 9
57. U GAND A PR O TECTO RA TE I O  . . 0 6
58. Z A N Z IB A R l6 . . 0 9
59. Z U LU LA N D 4 ■■ . 0 3

EUROPEAN CO LO NIES.
00. C Y P R U S  . . . . I O  . . 0 0
01. G IB R A L T A R •4 . 0 8
62. H ELIG O LA N D 4 • . 0 3
oa IONIAN I S L E S  . 4 . . 0 3
01. M A L T A  . . . . 6 . . 0 4

P O S T A G E .
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way :—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an 

additional four pages for each section. The postage will then be as follows:—
GREAT BRITAIN.

10 Pages 
22 ,.
55 ••130 „

220 „
400 „
600 „

2d.

2£
4d.
6d.
0d.
7d.

Above 60 0  pages reckon Id. more for each 
additional 100  pages or portion thereof.

ABROAD.

10 Pages.......................................2d.
2 2 ...............................................2jd.
3 4 ....................................................3d.
4 6 ...................................................4jd.
5 8 ....................................................5d.

And an extra Id. for every 12 pages in addition, 
up to 34 0  pages.

For more than 34 0  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 340  pages weigh 4  lb., 
and every 9 0  additional pages 1 lb.

MINIMUM POSTAGE 2d.
| N.B.—E ach  page measures l i t  x 8  In. clear of binding.

B LA N K  L E A V E S  can be supplied to match the printed pages, and will be found of 
use for those who want to include pairs, blocks, or stamps on covers.

Price 9d. per doz.; post-free, l id .  per doz.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd.. 391 STRAND, LONDON. W.C.
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The Sectional Im perial A lbum

THIS NEW ALBUM IS FULLY DESCRIBED IN A PAMPHLET 
WHICH WILL BE SENT POST-FREE ON APPLICATION.

T h e  O u t s i d e  D i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o v e r  a r e

I l f  b y  l O f  i n .

E a c h  P a g e  m e a s u r e s  l l i  b y  8  i n .  

c l e a r  o f  B i n d i n g .

T H E  B I N D E R S

have been specially made and are o f the simplest description; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (See above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.
W hen mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re

moved and the pages laid out quite flat.
They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33.— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion o f particulars of contents. Price 6 / - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6 /6 ; abroad, 7 /-.

No. 34.—Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 16 /-; post-free, United Kingdom, 16/6; abroad, 16/-.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L I M I T E D ,

391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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I

T H E  S E C T IO N A L  IM P E R IA L  A L B U M
A  fall description of this Album  and a  specimen Seotion. printed on the  

paper used, v i l l  be sent post-free on application.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  S e c t i o n s  a r e  n o w  r e a d y : —

Section Pages.
Price, 
s. d.

1. Q R E A T  B R IT A IN . 85 .. 3 9
W E 8 T  INDIES.

a  A N TIG U A . 4 - 0 3
3. B A H A M A S . 8 .. 0 4
4. B A R B A D O S . 12 .. 0 0
5. B E R M U D A . 6 .. 0 4
6. C A YM A N  ISL A N D S • 4 •• 0 3
7. DOMINICA . IO .. 0 6
8. G R EN A D A . 12 .. 0 6
9. JA M A IC A . 12 .. 0 6

10. L E E W A R D  ISL A N D S . 6 .. 0 4
11. M O N T SE R R A T  . - 4 •• 0 3
i a  N E V IS . 10 .. 0 6
13. ST . C H R IST O PH E R . IO .. 0 6
14. ST . K IT T S -N E V 1S . 4 - 0 3
15. S T . L U C IA . . 12 .. 0 6
16. S T . V IN C E N T . 8 .. 0 4
17. TOBAGO . . 6 .. 0 4
18. TR IN ID A D . 22 . 1 0
19. T U R K S  ISL A N D S . 8 .. . 0 4
20. T U R K S  &  CAICO S IS L A N D S  4 .. . 0 3
21. V IR G IN  ISL A N D S . 8 .. . 0 4

AM ERICAN CO LO NIES.
22. B R IT IS H  C O LU M BIA  . 4 •• . 0 3
23. C A N A D A . . . . 22 . 1 0
24. N E W  B R U N SW IC K 4 .. . 0 3
26. N EW FO U N D LAN D 12 .... 0 6
26. NOVA SCO TIA 4 • . 0 3
27. P R IN C E  ED W A R D  ISL A N D 4 - . 0 3
28. B R IT IS H  OUIANA 22 .... 1 0
29. „  H O N D U RAS . 8 .... 0 4
30. F A L K L A N D  ISL A N D S . 6 . .. 0 4

AFRICAN CO LO N IES.
Section Pages. s. d.
31. B R IT IS H  BE C H U A N A LA N D 8 .. 0 4
3a  „  C E N T R A L  A F R IC A 8 .. 0 4
3a  „  E A S T  A F R IC A 12 .. 0 6
34. „  SO M A LIL A N D IO .. 0 6
35. „  SO UTH A F R IC A  . IO .. 0 6
36. C A P E  OF GOOD H OPE 18 .. 0 10
37. E A S T  A F R IC A  &  U O AN DA. '6 .. 0 4
38. G A M B IA  . . . . 6 .. 0 4
39. GO LD  COAST 6 .. 0 4
40. O RIQ U A LA N D  W E S T  . IO .. 0 6
41. LA G O S . . . . 8 .. 0 4
4a  M A D A G A SC A R  . 22 .. 1 0
4a  M A U R IT IU S 24 .. 1 0
44. N A T A L . . . . 20 .. . 0 1 0
45. N E W  SO UTH A FR IC A N

R E P U B L IC 22 .. 1 0
46. N IG E R  CO AST . 8 .. 0 4
47. N O RTH ERN  N IG E R IA  . 4 •• . 0 3
48. O R A N G E  R IV E R  COLONY . 26 .. 1 2
49. S T . H E L E N A 8 .. 0 4
50. S E Y C H E L L E S 8 .. . 0 4
51. S IE R R A  LE O N E  . IO .. . 0 6
52. SO U T H E R N  N IG E R IA  . 4 •• . 0 3
53. S T E L L A L A N D 4 •• . 0 3
54. SU D A N  . . . . 14 .. . 0 8
55. SW A Z I E LA N D 4 • . 0 3
56. T R A N S V A A L 66 . . 2 9
57. UOANDA PR O T EC T O R A T E IO . . 0 6
58. Z A N Z IB A R 16 . . 0 9
59 Z U LU LA N D 4 •• . 0 3

EUROPEAN CO LO N IES.
00. C Y P R U S  . . IO . . 0 c
01. G IB R A L T A R • 14 . 0 8
62. H E LIG O LA N D ♦ 4 • . 0 3
0a  IONIAN I S L E S  . • 4 • . 0 a
<H. M A L T A  . . 6 . . 0 4

P O S T A G E .
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following w ay:—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an 

additional four pages for each section. The postage will then be as follows:—
GREAT BRITAIN.

10 Pages . . . . 2d.
22 ,. 
36 : ^

130 „ . . 4d.
220 ,. . . . . 5d.
400 ,. . . . . 6d.
600 „ . . . . 7d.

Above 60 0  pages reckon Id. more 
additional 100  pages or portion thereof.

for each

ABROAD.

10 Pages , , 2d.
22 ., . . , , 2}d.
34 . . 3d.
40 . . 4id.
68 „  . . 5d.

And an extra id. for every 12 pages in addition, 
up to 3 4 0  pages.

For more than 34 0  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 340  pages weigh 4  lb., 
and every 9 0  additional pages 1 lb.

MINIMUM POSTAGE 2d.
< N.B.—B ach  paM  measures 1 1 )  x 8 In. clear of binding.

BLAN K  L E A vfe s  Can be supplied to match the printed pages, and will be found of 
use for those who want to include pairs, blocks, or stamps on covers.

Price 9d. per doz.; post-free, l id .  per doz.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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T H E  S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S

Philatelic Handbooks
No. 9. The POSTAGE STAMPS, etc., of the

=  F I J I  =  

I S L A N D S
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS.

With numerous Illustrations in the text and also t j  fu ll  plates of 
Photogravure Illustrations.

T h is  entirely new  w ork  is the sam e size and  form  as 
th e  publication s o f  the R o y a l P h ila te lic  So ciety .
. I t  is d iv id ed  in to  fourteen  ch ap ters an d  three 

ap p en d ices.
T h e  tw o p lates o f  th e  “ F i j i  T im e s ”  E x p ress  

stam ps are  illustrated  an d  th e ir  h istory is g iven  in 
fu ll. T h e  rare  V .R .  overp rin ts are  a ll p la te d  fo r the 
first tim e, an d  the d ifferent settings a re  illustrated 
a n d  the p osition  on the p la tes  o f  a ll the errors in 
th e  overprint h as b een  d eterm ined .

In  the fo llow in g issues th e  con version  o f  the 
b lo ck s  o f  th e  “ C .R . ”  stam ps in to  those o f  “ V .R . ”  
b y  m eans o f  the in sertion  o f  w ooden plugs is  fu lly  
exp lain ed  fo r the first tim e, and  th ere  is  m uch 
in teresting new  in form ation  ab ou t th e  later issues, 
w ith  d escrip tion  and  illustrations o f  essays an d  
proofs, a lso  o f  D u ty , F ra n k , a n d  C a k e  F a ir  Stam p s.

Price 2 l j -  la strong paper cover; post-free, 21/5 ;  abroad, 21/9 ;  or 
L I B R A R Y  E D I T I O N

Handsomely bound In bait Red Morocco, Art Vellum Sides, extra gilt back and 
edges, with cloth pocket Inside the cover to bold the fifteen plates.

P r ic e  3 0 / -  ;  p o s t - f r e e ,  3 0 /6 ;  a b r o a d , 3 1 /-

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, LTD .
3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y
'  WITH WHICH 18 AMALGAMATED

“ T h e  m o n t h l y  J o u r n a l . ”

,T h « most popular Weekly Stamp Journal for 
tbs general collector and specialist.

PREPAID  SUBSCRIPTIO NS must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 

- months at the following rates, post-free

-
Gt. Britain 

and
Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.
France, 
Italy, or 
Spain,

Germany.

3 months ... ts. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 „ 3s. 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

12 „ 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G . S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 

•instead of folded as it would be if posted.

C o n t e n t s .
T H E  last number in each month Is a special number 

* 1  that is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 
and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CH AS. J . PH ILLIPS, 
and contain amongst other subjects
The Countries of the World* B y  W. P. Bam sdaiL

Topical Notes. By Chas. J . Phillips.
H ew  Issues and Discoveries* A Special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
Tw entieth  Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal

ing with every snbject of nse to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World’s Press.
A Special Feature is made of L E T T E R S FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS all over the World. 
P hilatelic  Societies* Reports.

A n sw ers to Correspondents.
About every other number contains an offer of a 

SP EC IA L  BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a  List of Stamps we wish 

to pnrchase for cash.

NOTICE.— Publishers of Magazines, Ac., who 
exchange with “ G. S. W .”  are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
ST A N LE Y GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, 
W .C.
'  E d i t o r i a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s .—All communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, G. S. W.,
391 Strand, London, W.C.

: C o r r e s p o n d e n c e . —The Editors regret that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. AH letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head of 

Answers to Correspondents.”
C o v e r s  f o r  B i n d i n g  V o l u m e s . — O u r  p u b l i s h e r s  

a r e  n o w  p r e p a r e d  t o  s u p p l y  s p e c ia l  covers f o r  binding 
t h e  n u m b e r s  o f  V o l .  V II o f  Gibbons Stamp Weekly in 
a r t  c lo t h ,  l e t t e r e d  f r o n t  a n d  b a c k ,  a t  is. 6d .  p o s t - f r e e .

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  m e e k l y
BOUND VO LU M ES.

T h e  following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
front and back, and with all advertisements and covers bound 
in, can now be s u p p l i e d p o s t - f r e e .

P e r io d . s .  d .

Vol. 1 . Jan. to June, 1905 25 0
II 2 . July to Dec., 1905 10 6
n 3 • Jan. to June, 1900 10 6
>» 4 • July to Dec., 1906 4 9
i> S • Jan. to June, 1907 4 9
»» 6 . July to Dec., 1907 4 9

7 ■ Jan. to June, 1908 4 9
These volumes are replete with useful information to all 

collectors.

The monthly 3 outmal.
T h e s e  are replete with interesting articles by  the best writers 
o f the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector ; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained in them.

Vols. 1 and 2 Out of print X. d.
Vol. 3 • . post-free 7 6

.. 4 • • • II 5 6
It 5 • • It 5 0

6 - • • • II 6 6
>. 7 • • • II 6 0
„  8 . . • • II 6 0
» 9 • • • II 5 0
„  10 . • • If 5 0
„  13 . • It 4 0

14 • • II 4 0
IS - • • II 4 0

» 10 . ♦ • »* 4 0
.. 17 • • ♦ »» 4 0
,. 18 . . . t* 4 0

EXAMINATION OP STAMPS.—Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
corners, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion:— 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed; F . Forged; G . Genuine; G. F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R . Reprint.

Do you want to PURCHASE
a  really cheap, specialized or general 
collection? I f  so, C O N SU L T  O UR

STAM P COLLECTIONS REGISTER.

Do you want to SELL,
your collection, or any part of it, at 
the small commission of Ten per 

. cent? I f  so, E N T E R  IT  IN  OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

Fall conditions, snd List of Thirty-nine C o l
lections entered on the Register, sent post-free 

on demand.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand ( « , ) ,  London, W.C.
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Contents of P h ila te lic  H am pers.
In addition to the articles enumerated below, each Hamper contains a 

copy of Mr. C. J. Phillips’ interesting book “ F IF T Y  YEARS OF 
P H IL A T E L Y ,” a specimen copy of “ GIBBONS STAM P W E E K L Y ,” a 
list of cheap SETS AND PACKETS OF STAM PS, and a list of 
ALBU M S AND PH ILATELIC  ACCESSORIES, etc.

The price o f  all Hampers includes free delivery to any address in Great Britain.

No. 1. Price 2s. 6d. Iist f"";
i Improved Album. No. O .............  i o
i Box 1000 Stamp Hinges .................  o 6
l Ideal Perforation G a u g e ...................  o 6
i Watermark D etector..........................  I o

No. z Packet (50 different Stamps) o 6

3 6

No. 2. Price 5s.
i Improved Album. No. O .............. 1 o
i Box 1000 Stamp Hinges ................ o 6
i Ideal Perforation Gauge ................  o 6
i Watermark Detector ......................  i o
i Pair of Small Tweezers ..................  i o

ioo Transparent Envelopes. Size A . .  o 5 
No. 65 Packet (250 different Stamps) 2 o

1 _ 5

No. 3. Price 7s. 6d.
1 Strand Album. No. 1 4 ...................  2 6
2 Boxes of 1000 Stamp H in ges......... 1 o
1 Ideal Perforation Gauge .................  o 6
1 Watermark D etector..........................  1 o
1 Pair of No. 3 Tw eezers...................  2 o
: copy of M y Duplicates ...................  1 o

No. 65 Packet (250 different Stamps) 2 o

to o

No. 4. Price 10s.
1 Strand Album. No. 1 5 \ r

or 1 Improved Album. No. 3 J  ............  '  0
2 Boxes of 1000 Stamp H inges......... 1 o
1 Ideal Perforation Gauge • ................  o 6
1 Watermark D etector......................... 1 o
1 Pair of No. 3 Tweezers ..................  2 o
1 copy of M y Duplicates ....................  1 o

No. 66 Packet (500 different Stamps) 4 o

14 6

No. 5 . Price 15s.
1 Strand Album! No. 17 \  i f .

or 1 Improved Alblur. ‘ No. 4 /  ...........  '
2 Boxes of 1000 Stamp H inges......... 1 o
1 Ideal Perforation Gauge .................  o 6
1 Watermark D etector..........................  1 o
1 Vade Mecum \  ,  A

or I Pair of No. 1 Tweezers / ............. ..
1 copy of Stamps and Stamp Collecting 1 o

No. 5. Price 15s.—Continued.
List Price.

S. d.
I No. 13 Collecting Book ................... I 6

100 Transparent Envelopes. B ............. O 6
No. 66 Packet (500 different Stamps) 4 0
No. 6 Packet (100 different Stamps) I 6

21 0

No. 6. Price £ 1 .
1 Ideal Album. No. i ....................... IO 0
1 copy Catalogue. Part I ................. 2 6
1 ...........................  II ............... 2 6
2 Boxes of 1000 Stamp H inges......... I O
I Ideal Perforation Gauge ................. O 6
I Watermark D etector.......................... I O
I Magnifying G la s s ................................ 5 O
I Pair of No. 3 T w eezers................... 2 O
I copy of M y Duplicates ................... 1 O

No. 66 Packet (500 different Stamps) 4 O

29 6

No. 7. Price £ 1  10s.
I Ideal Album. No. i ........................ 10 O
I Set of Catalogues .............................. 5 O
3 Boxes of 1000 Stamp H inges........ 1 6
I Ideal Perforation Gauge ................. 0 6
I Watermark D etector.......................... 1 O
I Pair of No. 3 T w eezers................... 2 O
I Magnifying G la s s ................................ 5 O
I No. 13 Collecting Book ................... 1 6

200 Transparent Envelopes. B ............. 1 O
No. 67 Packet (1000 varieties) . . . ■5 0

42 6

No 8. Price £ 3 .
I Ideal Album. No. 3 ........................ 25 O
1 Leather Case for above ................... 17 6
I Set of Catalogues .............................. 5 O
5 Boxes of 1000 Stamp H inges........ 2 6
I Ideal Perforation Gauge ................. 0 6
I Watermark D etector.......................... 1 O
I Pair of No. 3 Tw eezers................... 2 O
I Magnifying G la s s ................................ 5 O
I No. 17 Collecting Book ................... 2 6

200 Transparent Envelopes. B ............. 1 0
I No. 73 Leather Pocket W allet---- 3 6

No. 67 Packet (1000 varieties) . . . '5 0

80 6

3



Special Bargains
F o r  G . S . W .  R e a d e r s .

R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a n d  

R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

VENEZUELA
FERNANDO POO.

Cat. No. 1908. Type 2 1, surcharged s. d.
HABILITADO PARA 05 CTMS.

05 on 10 c., claret . . . 4 0

FRANCE.
1906-8. Various types. Reduced prices.

274a. 45 c., deep green and blue (long). used o t 
309. 35 c., deep violet (thick figures) . „  0 1

1 8 9 6 .

Commemorative Issue
IN  M EM O R Y OF

GENERAL M IRANDA.

JAMAICA.
Various issues. Revised prices.

16. id., deep blue (Queen) . . used o I
47. 4d., black and dull green (Arms) „  o I

NORTH BORNEO.
Postage Due Stamps.

1894. Error. Overprint horizontal (one sheet 
only found).

312u. 2 c., black and rose-lake . . 5 0

MAP STAMPS.

Varieties. Tete-beche (pairs).

5 c . ,  y e l lo w - g r e e n .
1 0  c . ,  p a le  b lu e .
25 c . ,  o r a n g e .
50 c . ,  r o s e - r e d .

1  b . ,  v io le t .

This Set is Catalogued at 40s. 6d.

Special Bargain Price
For the set of Five t6te-b£che pairs, 

unused and mint,

10s.
P O S T - F R E E .

1901. Error. Overprint horizontal (one sheet 
only found).

323a. 2 c., black and green • . . 5 0

1904. No. 92, overprinted postage due in black 
and BRITISH PROTECTORATE in red.

326. 1 c., black, brown, and red . . 5 0

PORTUGAL.
Various issues. Revised prices.

179. 5 r., black (Type 2) . .
184. 50 r., blue (perf. 12$) . . used
185. 5 r., black (Type I ) .
186. Sr. „  ( „  2) .
191. 50 r., blue (perf. 13J) . . used
207/209. 5 r., grey ( „  12$) . . „
218/220. 5 r. „  ( „  13J) . . „
235. 25 r., lilac-rose (perf. n£)
290. 15 r., fawn (Provisorio. Perf. 12J)

used
297. 15 r. ,, (Provisorio. Perf. 13$)

used
661. — carmine and blue*green (Rifle

Clubs) . . . used

o

o
o
2
o
o
0

1

2

o

2
O

1
2
4

o

o

3

SWITZERLAND.
1908. New Helvetia type.

20 c., yellow and carmi e . . . 0 3
30 c., sage-green and brown . . . 0 5
35 c,, yellow and emerald . . 0 5
40 c., orange-brown and purple . . 0 6
50 c., yellow-green and green . 0 8
70 c., ochre and chocolate . o 10
3 frs., yellow and bistre . . . 3 3

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S ,.L T D ., 391 STR AN D , LONDON.

NEW Y O R K : STA N LEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY

P b i la t e l i c  S o c ie t ie s
Junior Philatelic Society

Prttldtnt t Fred 4. Mtlolllt.
Annual 8ubtorlptlon t 2t .  $d.
intranet fto i 2$, 6d. No intranet ftt  ftr  ladlet or for 

4unlort.
A t  the meeting of the above Society held on Saturday,
7 November, Mr. C. B. Purdom read a paper entitled 

The Simple Life in Philately." He pointed out that to 
live the simple life it is necessary to have a good income, 
for simple living does not mean doing without meal times, 
meat, bats, socks, or the many other fads some people 
indulge in, but it means doing without the unnecessary 
things that make life a burden and a nuisance, and place 
men out of harmony with the better things. There are 
classes of men that would shuffle out of life at once if 
they had any decency. As it is with men, so it is with 
stamps 1 In the first place, to collect stamps thoroughly it 
is necessary to b a v e a  good income, and secondly, the 
wise philatelist will ignore all unnecessary stamps and 
collect only straightforward issues. Mr. Lodge proposed 
a hearty vote o? thanks to Mr. Purdom. Mr. Leigh 
seconded, and it was carried. Mr. Purdom responded, 
and Mr. Melville spoke briefly on tbe subject of the

■ T K -  Douglas Ellis, Vice-President of the Society, 
followed with a  paper and display of the stamps of 
Cyprus. Before the issue of the first postage stamps in 
Cyprus, the mail service was in the hands of Bell's Asia 
Minor Company, which ran a boat weekly between Larnaca 
and Alexandria in connection with the Indian mails, the 
time occupied between London and Larnaca being eight 
days. Mr. Ellis also gave full particulars of the stamps 
and their varieties, and the collection which was dis
played after the paper had been read proved most interest
ing to all. Mr. Seltnger proposed a hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr. Ellis. Mr. Harland seconded, and it was carried.

Manchester Junior 
Philatelic Society

Non* 8to. i 4no. 8. Nlggint, Jun., 7 Orttn Street, Manchtlter. 
At  an extraordinary ̂ general meeting held on the sand 
October, the dissolution of the branch from tbe Junior 
Philatelic Society, London, was unanimously agreed upon, 
and anew Society formed, called the M a n c h e s t e r  J u n i o r  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y .

As tbe Executive Committee and Exhibition Committee 
o f the late branch were all re-elected to office and the

Syllabus for the ensuing season adopted, the change was 
practically one in name only.

A t  the meeting held 5 November the Vice-President, 
Mr. J .  J .  Dartow, read a paperon the stamps ofSt. Lucia. 
He showed a practically complete collection of these 
stamps, and informed tbe members that tbe first postage 
stamps used in S t . . Lucia were the contemporary issues of 
Great Britain, and those so used can only be distinguished 
by the postmark A n .  Another interesting feature of the 
stamps of St. Lucia was that the value of tne stamp could 
be distinguished by the colour only, no value being des
cribed on the stamps.

Mr. H. S. Horner read a paper entitled “ A few notes 
on Current Issues." His paper was accompanied by a dis
play of stamps in which tbe various plates and differences 
were set forth, the countries dealt with being: New 
Zealand, France, Chili, Russia, Finland, ana finally 
Colombia. Of the latter country Mr. Horner gave a 
short account of his discoveries of the various plates.

North of England 
Philatelic Society

Hon. 8to. i Mark Cotton, 43 8'tdnty Grout, NtueatUt-tn- 
Tyne.

Mtttlngtt Y.M C.A., NtmatHt-on-Tyno, first Tkunday In 
each month, October to April, 7.30 p .m ,

Annual Subtoriptlon : 2t. 6d.
T h e  usual monthly meeting was held at the Y.M .C.A., 
Newcastle, on Thursday, 5 November, at 7.30 p.m. Tbe 
President, Mr. T . D. Hume, was in the chair, and 
there were twenty-one members present.

After formal business, Messrs. Denton, Hepworth, 
E . M. Gallway, and Colin A. Arrot were elected to the 
membership.

Tbe Secretary reported that tbe members had promised £ 2 8  10s. 6 d .  towards the proposed Exhibition, and it was 
hoped that in two or three weeks final arrangements 
might be made for the successful carrying out of the 
undertaking.

Mr. G . Heginbottom’s fine collection o f Grenada, 
Nevis, Montserrat, and St. Kitts was then passed round 
for Inspection, and much admired. At the close o f the 
display, Mr. Coltmao proposed a  hearty vote o f thanks 
to Mr. Heginbottom for his kindness in sending his 
stamps. Mr. Buckland seconded, and the motion was 
carried with acclamation.

T H E  “ S . G . ”  S T A M P  H IN G E S .
iM  T W O  S I Z E S .

/  \

(Rod Boxes.)

A  new peelable Hinge of fine quality, 
put up in Air-tight Tin Boxes, each 

containing 1000 Hinges.
1 P r i c e  6 d .  p e r  b o x .  P o s t - f r e e  7 d .

SIZE B.
~ (Green Boxes.)t .

WHEN ORDERING MENTION SIZE DESIRED.

----------- \

V_______
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The Sectional Im perial A lbum

THIS NEW ALBUM IS FULLY DESCRIBED IN A PAMPHLET 
WHICH WILD BE SENT POST-FREE ON APPLICATION.

T h e  O u t s i d e  D i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o v e r  a r e

l i t  b y  l O t  i n .

E a c h  P a g e  m e a s u r e s  l i t  b y  8  i n .  

c l e a r  o f  B i n d i n g .

T H E  B I N D E R S

have been specially made and are o f the simplest description ; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (See above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.
W hen mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re

moved and the pages laid out quite flat
They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33.— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars o f  contents. Price 6 / - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6 /6 ; abroad, 7 /-.

No. 34.— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 16 /-; post-free, United Kingdom, 15/6; abroad, 16/-.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L I M I T E D ,

39' STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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T H E  S E C T IO N A L  IM P E R IA L  A L B U M
A full description of thiB Album and a specimen Section* printed on the 

paper used, will be sent post-free on application.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  S e c t i o n s  a r e  n o w  r e a d y : —

The figures in brackets indicate the month and year when the 
LATEST EDITION o f  each Section was published.

Section
1. G R E A T  B R I T A I N  (3.08) .

Pages
. . 85 .

Price.
s. d. 

. 3 9

W E 8 T  INDIES.
o A N T I G U A  (4.08) 4 • . 0 3
3. B A H A M A S  (4.08) . 8 . 0 4
4. B A R B A D O S  (4.08) . 13 . . 0 6
5. B E R M U D A  (4.08) 6 . 0 4
0. C A Y M A N  I S L A N D S  (4.08) 4 0 3
4. D O M IN IC A  (4.08) JO . 0 6
8. G R E N A D A  (4.08) 13 . 0 6
9. J A M A I C A  (4.08) 13 . 0 6

10. L E E W A R D  I S L A N D S  (4 OS) 6 . 0 4
11. M O N T S E R R A T  (4.08) 4 . 0 3
12. N E V I S  (4.08) 10 . 0 6
13. S T . C H R I S T O P H E R  (5.08) IO . 0 6
14. S T . K I T T S - N E V I S  (5.08) 4 . 0 3
15. S T . L U C I A  (5.08) . . 13 . 0 6
10. S T . V I N C E N T  (5.08) 8 . 0 4
17. T O B A G O  (5.0S) 6 . 0 4
IS. T R I N I D A D  (5.08) 33 . 1 0
19. T U R K S  I S L A N D S  (5.0N) . 8 . 0 4
20. T U R K S  Sc C A I C O S  I S L A N D S  (5.08) 4 . 0 3
21. V I R G I N  I S L A N D S  (3.08) . 8 . 0 4

AM ERICAN CO LO NIES.

22. B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A  (5.08) 4 . 0 3
23. C A N A D A  (5.08) 22 . 1 0
24. N E W  B R U N S W I C K  (5.0S) 4 . 0 3
25. N E W F O U N D L A N D  (6.0S) 13 . 0 6
20. N O V A  S C O T I A  (6.08) 4 0 3
27. P R I N C E  E D W A R D  I S L A N D (6.08) 4 . 0 3
iH. B R I T I S H  G U I A N A  (6.08) 32 . 1 0
29. „  H O N D U R A S  (6.08) 8 . 0 4
30. F A L K L A N D  I S L A N D S  (0.0S) 6 . 0 4

AFRICAN CO LO NIES.
Section
31. B R I T I S H  B E C H U A N A L A N D  (6.08)
33. „  C E N T R A L  A F R I C A  (6.08)
33. ,, E A S T  A F R I C A  (6.08)
34. „  S O M A L I L A N D  (6.08) .
36. „  S O U T H  A F R I C A  (6.08)
Sii. C A P E  O F  G O O D  H O P E  (6.0S)
37. E A S T  A F R I C A  &  U G A N D A  (6.0s)
38. G A M B I A  (7.08)
30. G O L D  C O A S T  (7.08)
40. G R I Q U  A L A N D  W E S T  (7.0s) .
41. L A G O S  (7.08) . . . .
42. M A D A G A S C A R  (7.08)
43. M A U R I T I U S  (7.08) .
44. N A T A L  (7 08)
45. N E W  S O U T H  A F R .  R E P U B .  (7.08)
46. N I G E R  C O A S T  (7.08)
47. N O R T H E R N  N I G E R I A  (7.08) .
48. O R A N G E  R I V E R  C O L O N Y  (8.08)
40. S T . H E L E N A  (8.0s)
.10. S E Y C H E L L E S  (3.08)
51. S I E R R A  L E O N E  (8 08) .
52. S O U T H E R N  N I G E R I A  (s.OS) .
63. S T E L L A L A N D  (8.08)
34. S U D A N  (9.08)
55. S W A Z I E L A N D  (0.08)
56. T R A N S V A A L  (0.08)
57. U G A N D A  P R O T E C T O R A T E  (10 08) to
68. Z A N Z I B A R  (10.08) . . 16
60. Z U L U L A N D  (10.08) . 4

EUROPEAN COLO NIES.
60. C Y P R U S  (10.08)
61. G I B R A L T A R  (ia 0 8 ). . 14
62. H E L I G O L A N D  (10 OS) . . 4
63. I O N I A N  I S L E S  (10.08)
64. M A L T A  (10.08)

Price. 
Pages, s. d.

0
0 4
0 6 
0 6 
0 6 
0 10

4
26

4
4

*4
4

66

P O S T A G E .
In remitting postage for the above, the correct amount may be calculated in the following way:—
Add together the total number of pages contained in the desired sections, and to this amount add an 

:»:— t t----------- t------- u — — The postage will then be as follows:—
A B R O A D .

additional four pages for each section.
GREAT BRITAIN.

10 Pages 
22 ,.
36 „

130 
220
400 „
eoo „

Above 6 0 0  page

2d.

2£
4d.
Sd.
6d.
7<L

reckon Id. more for each
additional IOO pages or portion thereof.

10  Pastes 
22 
34 
46 
68

2d.
2fcL
3d.

4Jd.
5d.

And an extra Jd. for every 12 pages in addition, 
up to 3 4 0  pages.

For more than 3 4 0  pages abroad postage may be ascertained by reckoning that 340  pages weigh 4  lb., 
and every 9 0  additional pages 1 lb.

j MINIMUM POSTAGE 2d.
rHJ.-Each page measure* Hi x 8 In. clear of binding.

B L A N K  L E A V E S  can  b e  su p p lied  to m atch  th e  p rin ted  p ages, a n d  w ill b e  found o f  
u se  fo r th ose w ho w ant to in c lu d e  pairs, blocks," o r stam ps on covers.

P r ic e  9 d. p e r  don.; p o s t- fre e , l i d .  p e r  don.

STANLEY GIBBONS. Ltd.. 391 STRAND. LONDON, W.C.
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Philatelic Hampers
F O R

X M A S  G IF T S .
A t  X M A S  t i m e  p e o p l e  s e n d  t h e i r  

f r i e n d s  h a m p e r s  f u l l  o f  g o o d  t h i n g s  

t o  e a t ,  s o  w h y  s h o u l d  n o t  Y O U  s e n d  

y o u r  P h i l a t e l i c  F R I E N D S  P h i l a t e l i c  

| ^ H a m p e r & ^  f u l l  o f  a c c e p t a b l e  g i f t s .

We have prepared a series of Eight Hampers, 
varying in price from 2 S .  6d. to £,2, and each 
is the best possible value for the money. In 
each case there are substantial reductions 
from our list price, and the price quoted 
includes free carriage to any address in

Great Britain.

E a c h  H a m p e r  c o n t a i n s  e v e r y t h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  s t a r t  a  S t a m p  C o l l e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  m o r e  

e x p e n s i v e  t h e  H a m p e r ,  t h e  m o r e  c o m p l e t e  

---------------------------  i s  t h e  O u t f i t .  ----------------------------

O R D E R  E A R L Y
*' For fall particulars see'page 3.
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Gibbons Stamp Uleekly
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“ The monthly 3ournal.”
The most popular Weekly Stamp Journal for 

the general collector and specialist.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.
U.S.A.

and
Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months ... is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 „  ... 35.3d. 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

*2 » 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
iostead of folded as it would be if posted.

C on tents.
'THE last number in each month is a special number 
* that is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 

and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CHAS. J. PHILLIPS, 
and contain amongst other subjects; —
The Countries of the World. By W. P. BarnsdaiL
Topical Notes. By Chas. J. Phillips.
New Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong
Each cumber contains several Original Articles, deal

ing with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World's Press.
A Special Feature is made of LETTERS FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS aU over the World.
Philatelic Societies’ Reports.
Answers to Correspondents.
About every other number contains an offer of a 

SPECIAL BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

NOTICfE. — Publishers of Magazines, Ac., who 
exchange with **G. S. W.** are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham,- and a ' second' to Messrs. 
STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., .391 Strand, London, 
W.C.
a E ditorial Communications.—All communica

tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 
The Editors, G. S. IT.,

391 Strand, London, W.C.
■ Correspondence.—The Editors regret that they 

have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the bead of 
“ Answers to Correspondents.'*

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers 
are now prepared to sqppty special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. VII of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Gibbons Stamp Uleekly
BOUND VOLUMES.

Tub following volumes, welt bound in red art doth, lettered 
tront and bicx, and with all advertisements and covers bouud 
in, cat. now be a u p p l i e d Prloei post-free.

Period. *. d,
Vol. 1 . Jan. to June, 1905 . 25 0 

„  2 . July to Dec., 1905 . 10 6
„  3 . Jan. to June, 1900 . to 6
„ 4 . July to Dec., 1906 . 4 9
„ s . Jan. to June, 1907 . 4 9
,, 6 . July to Dec., 1907 . 4 9
,, 7 . Jan. to June, 1908 . 4 9

These volumes are replete with useful information to all 
collector*.

Tbe monthly Dousnal.
XHHssare replete wi b interesting articles by the best writers 
of the past eighteen years, anJ a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained in them.

Gibbons Stamp Weekly,
5 D ec. 1908.

Vols. 1 and 2 Out of print S. d.
Vol. 3 . . post-free 7 6

» 4 • • II 5 6
»> 5 • • • II S 0
„ 6 . . • • II 6 6
.. 7 • II 6 0

8 . . • • II 6 0
9 • • II 5 0

„  10 . • • II S 0
„ »a . • • II 4 0

14 • • • II 4 0
.. IS . . • • II 4 0
.. 10 . • • II 40

«7 . • •• 40
18 . • • II 4 0

EXAMINATION OP STAMPS.—Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
corners, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the fakiog fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows.: is. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be seat lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion:—
B. Bogus ;i.e. never existed; F» Forged; G. Genuine; G.F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R. Reprint.

Do you want to PURCHASE
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collection Y It soV CONSULT OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER.
Do you want to SELL, .

your collection, or any part of it, at 
the small commission of Ten per 
cent? If so, ENTER IT IN OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

Full conditions, and List of ThJrty*nlne CoL 
lections entered on the Register, seat post-free 

on demand.
5— »' 1 ■ i '—  -  — ■ ------ -------  ' . ■ 1̂ :

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d  ( M . ) ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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Gibbous Stamp Weekly,
$ Dec. 1908.

Philatelic Hampers for Xmas Gifts.
At XHAS time people send their friends hampers full of good things to eat, so why 

should not YOU send your Philatelic FRIENDS Philatelic Hampers full of acceptable gifts? 
We have prepared a series of Eight Hampers, varying in price from 2s. 6d. to A3, and each is 
the best possible value for the money.

CONTENTS OF PHILATELIC HAMPERS.
In addition to the Articles enumerated below, each Hamper contains a copy of Mr. C- J. Phillips' interesting 

book “ FIFTY YEAR8 OF PHILATELY." a specimen copy of “ GI8BON8 8TAMP WEEKLY," a list of cheap 8ET8 
J- ND PACKET8 OF 8TAMPS, and a list of ALBUMS AND PHILATELIC A:CE8 8 0 RIES, etc. ♦

The price o f  a ll Hampers includes free delivery to any address in Great Britain.

No. 1. Price 2s. 6d.' Liit r.r!cJ:
i Im proved Album . No. O ..............  i o
i B o x  loop Stam p Hinges ................... o  6
i Ideal Perioration G a u g e .....................  o  6
i W aterm ark D e te c to r ............................  i o

No. 2 Packet (50 different Stam ps) o  6

3 6

No. 2. Price 5s.
i Im proved Album . No. O ............ i o
i B o x  1000 Stam p Hinges ...................  o 6
l Ideal Perforation Gauge ...................  o  6
i W aterm ark Detector .......................... I o
i P a ir  of Sm all Tweezers .....................  I o

too Transparent Envelopes. Size A . .  0 5
No. 65 Packet (250 different Stam ps) 2 0

6  S

No. 3. Price 7s. 6d.
1 Strand Album . No. 1 4 .....................  2 6
2 Boxes o f 1000 Stam p H in g e s .......... 1 o
I Ideal Perforation Gauge ...................  o 6
1 W aterm ark D e te c to r ............................  1 o
1 P a ir  of No. 3 T w e e z e rs .....................  a  o
I copy o f M y D uplicates .....................  1 o

No. 65 Packet (250 different Stam ps) 2 o

10  o

No. 4. Price 10s.
1  Strand Album . N o. 15  \  c n

or 1 Im proved Album . No. 3 / ............  *
2 Boxes of 1000 Stam p H in g e s .......... 1 o
1 Ideal Perforation Gauge ...................  o  6
1 W aterm ark D etector ............................ 1 o
1 P a ir of No. 3 T w e e z e rs .....................  2 o
I copy of M y  D uplicates .......................  1 o

No. 66 Packet ($00 different Stam ps) 4 o

14  6

No. 5. Price 15s.
1 Strand A lb im . . N o. 17  \  ,  ^

or 1 Im proved Album . No. 4 /  * ■ 7
2 Boxes of 1000 Stam p Hinges . . . . .  1 o
I Ideal Perforation Gauge ...................  o  6
I W aterm ark D e te c to r ............................  1 o
I V ade Mecum \  ,  a

or 1 P a ir  o f N o. 1 Tweezers / .................
1 copy o f Stam ps and Stam p Collecting 1 O

No. 5 . Price IB s.—Continued.
List Price.

s. d.
I No. 13  Collecting Book .....................  1 6

100 Transparent Envelopes. B ..............  o  6
No. 66 Packet (500 different Stam ps) 4 o 
No. 6 Packet (100 different Stam ps) 1 6

2 1 o

No. 6. Price £1.
i Ideal Album. No. i ......................... io  o
i copy Catalogue. Part I .................  2 6
1  .................  I I  ................. 2 6
2 Boxes of 1000 Stam p H in g e s .......... 1 o
: Ideal Perforation Gauge .................. o  6
j W aterm ark D etecto r........................... 1 o
1 Magnifying G l a s s .................................. 5 o
1 Pair of No. 3 T w e e z e rs .................... 2 o
1 copy of M y D uplicates .................... 1 o

No. 66 Packet (500 different Stam ps) 4 o

29 6

No. 7. Price £1 10s.
i Ideal Album. No. i .......................... io  o
i Set o f Catalogues ................................. 5 o
3 Boxes of 1000 Stam p H in g e s ....... i 6
i Ideal Perforation Gauge ...............  o  6
i W aterm ark D etecto r............................  i o
I P a ir of No. 3 T w e e z e rs .....................  2 o
1 M agnifying G la s s ...................................  5 o
1 No. 13  Collecting Book .....................  1 6

200 Transparent Envelopes. B ............. 1 o
No. 67 Packet (1000 varieties) . . .  i s  o

42 6

No 8. Price £3.
i Ideal Album. No. 3 .......................... 25 o
1 Leather Case for above .....................  17  6
1 Set of Catalogues ................................. 5 o
5 Boxes of 1000 Stam p H in g e s .......  2 6
1 Ideal Perforation Gauge ................... o  6
1 W aterm ark D etector............................  1 o
1 Pair of No. 3 T w e e z e rs .....................  2 o
1 Magnifying G la s s ...................................  5 o
1 No. 17  Collecting Book .....................  2 6

200 Transparent Envelopes. B ..............  1 o
1 No. 73 Leather Pocket W allet . . . .  3 6

No. 67 Packet (1000. varieties) . . .  15  o

80 6
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Special Bargains
For G.S.W. Readers.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
A ll UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

DENMARK
AZORES.

*875-6 . Stamps o f  Portugal overprinted.
Cat. No. Large overprint. S. d.
54. 25 r., rose (perf. 12J) . . .used  o 9
74. 25 r. „ ( „  13J) . . . , . 0 9

>882-94. Stamps 0/  Portugal 07>erprinted.
Small overprint.

152. 80 r., orange (Type 2) . . .used  1  o
178. 25 r., brown . . . . , , 0 3
227. xo r., magenta (Commemorative) . . . 0 81 8 7 4 - 7 9 .

TYPE 9.
Variety, “ D NMARK”  for “ DANMARK.”

3 ore., grey and grey-blue.

S T R I P  O F  T H R E E ,
Consisting of one error between two 

normal Stamps.

This interesting variety is 
catalogued at 5s.

CAPE VERD ISLANDS.
>877-85. Crown type. Revised prices 

7. 20 r., yellow-bistre (p. 12})
15/16. 100 r., lilac (p. 124)

iit. ao r., pale bistre (p. 13*) .
28. 40 r., blue (p. 1 3 I)
80. >00 r., lilac-grey (p. 13J)
81. 100 r., dull lilac (p. >3})
35. 20 r., rosine (p. >2 !)
88. 40 r., yellow-buff (p. zej)

used

used

o 6
0 9
1 o 
6 o 
a o
2 6 
z 6 
x o

>902-3. Type 4. K ing Carlos.
131. 25 r., blue-green (Provisorio) , . used o 2
185. 25 r., carmine . . • . . 0 2

CRETE.
>908. New type. Head 0/  Hermes.

Overprinted EAAAS, in black.
1 0 lepta, dull carmine . . . . 0 2

FUNCHAL.
1897-9. Type a King Carlos.

28. 10 r., green . . . . . 0 2
82. 25 r., blue-green . . . . . 0 5

INHAM BANE.
>895. Centenary overprint on stamp 0/  Mozambique.

4. 40 r., chocolate . . . .  used 7 6

1903. Type a. King Carlos.
22. 20 r., lilac . . .  . . used o 3

JOHOR.
1896. Commemorative overprint.

Error, KETAHKOTAAN.
44. 4 c., purple and black . . . . 0 6

S p e c ia l  B a r g a in  P r ic e
For the Strip of Three, as above, 

unused and mint,

3s. 6d.

LOURENZO MARQUES.
>894. Type 1 . Per/. 1 3*.

1 <. 75 r., ro»e . .u sed  z 6

41.
76.
77.
78.

>898-1901. Type 6. King Carlos.
50 r., blue . . .used
25 r., blue-green (Provisorio) • . •
50 r.t blue ( „  ) . . .
75 r., rose . . . .  used

o 2 
o 4 
o 6 
o 9

PARAGUAY. ' i
1908. Type 39 surcharged with Type 44.

5 c. on 2 c., carmine . . . . 0 3

VENEZUELA.
>896. Type 35. Map stamps.

221. 5 c., yellow-green .
222. to c.f pale blue • .
224. 25 c., yellow . .
225. 50 c.» rose-red . . *

. used o z

. o z

. „  o s
- .1 o a

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N .

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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Philatelic Societies
Birmingham Philatelic Society

President: R. Hollick, £$q.
Hoit. 8 eeretary / 0 . Johnson, 8 .A., $09 Strehjtsld Rood, 

Birmingham.
Mooting* : Thursday*, at 308 Sirchfleld Road, Birmingham. 
Annual Subscription : Ss. Entrance Fss :  Ss,

Oct. 22. Display: Victoria, 1868-85, by Messrs. R. 
Hollick and C. A. Stephenson.

Besides the notes contributed by both, Mr. Stephenson 
read a short paper on these issues. Nearly every variety 
and shade were exhibited in mint and fine used condition 
The minor details o f the designs and some of the shades 
evoked considerable discussion. o
Nov. 5. Display: St. Vinceot, by Mr. W. Pimm.

The Hon. Secretary presented a report on the death of 
our esteemed Hon. President (Sir W. B. Avery). After 
the cremation at Perry Barr on 2 November, the funeral 
took place at Wittoo Cemetery od 3 November, over 400 
being present, including his son, Sir William Eric Avery. 
The Hon. Secretary officially represented the Society. 
It was decided to send letters of condolence to Lady Avery 
and to Sir Eric.

Messrs. H. L. Hayman, F. C. Henderson, and H. Brice 
were thanked for contributions to the permanent codec* 
lion.

Mr. C. Hahnel was elected a member.
Mr W. Pimm then gave his display o f the stamps of 

St. Vincent, with notes on the same.
The next auction is on y December, when tome 280 lots 

will be sold. Any one who has not already received a 
catalogue may have one on application to the Hon. 
Secretary.

The following addition to the programme has been 
made:—

Tan. 28. Paper: “ Argentine, 1877-1008.”
Mr. F. T. Collier.

Arrangements for our Exhibition o f Stamps on 11 to 15 
January are fast approaching completion, and we expect 
that every colony will be shown.

Glasgow and West of Scotland 
Philatelic Society

Hon. President:  Edwin Temple, B. A., Cam.
Pretldent 1  W. A. R. do* Long, F.R.P.8 .L., 6 8  Renfieid 

Street.
Hon. Secretary :  Thomas H. Wallace, ST Oswald Street.
Meetings:  Religious Institution Rooms, 200 Buchanan 

Street, a t 7.46 p.m.
T hb third ordinary general meeting o f the Glasgow and 
West o f Scotland Philatelic Society was held in the 
Religious Institution Rooms. 200 Buchanan Street, on 
Tuesday evening, the President, Mr. vt illiam A. R. Jex 
Long, F.R.P.S.U, in th: chair. Before proceeding with 
the business of the meetiog the President referred to the 
honour conferred on Mr. Archibald M'InnesSbaw, honorary 
Vice-President o f the Society, by his election to the civic 
chair, and on bis moiioo, seconded by Mr. Guthrie, it was 
agreed that reference should be recorded in the minutes. 
A paper on 0 Free Thoughts on Stamp Collecting by a 
Junior”  was read by Mr. lames K. Riadoch. A debate, 
“  New Issues,”  was openea by Mr. P. Durand. Mr. James 
K. Riddoch took the negative. After criticism by the 
members, a verdict in favour o f “ New Issues” (legiti
mate) was returned. --Glasgow News, 14.1x.08.

II

International Philatelic Union
Hon. President: Judge Phllbriek, K.C.
Secretary; T. H. Hinton, 28 Cromford Road, East Putney,

London, 8 .W.
Meetings: Essex Hall, Essex Street, London, W.C.
Annual Subscription:  Ss. ; Entrano* fee, ts . 8d.

T he second meeting o f the season was held at Essex Hall, 
on Thursday, 12 November. Present: W. Schwarte(in the 
chair), L. W. Fulcher, A. B Kay, W. S. King, P. L. 
Pemberton, Miss Cassels, W. E. Lincoln, A. H. L. Gile>, 
F. F. Lamb, A. J. Sefi, the Hon. Secretary; and visi
tors, J. A. Leon and L. W. Jackson. Mr. J. A. Leon gave a 
display with explanatory notes o f his fine collection of the 
Pictorial Stamps of New Zealand, including the many 
varieties of paper, watermark, and perforation, in mint 
condition. Hearty votes of thanks to Mr. Leon and the 
Chairman concluded a pleasant eveotng.

Junior Philatelic Society
B rig h to n  B ra n ch

Hon. Sec. :  J. Ireland, 108 Western Road, Hoes.
Meeting-place : Royal Hotel, Queen's Road.
Meetings : Second and fourth Thursdays, 7 till 10 p.m.

T he most successful meeting of the Branch yet held look 
place on to November, Mr. M«.ad being in the chair. 
The occasion was a display of the stamps of St. Vincent 
and the Bahamas by Mr. M P. Castle, j.p., Hon. Vice-Presi
dent of the Royal Philatelic Society. Before giving the 
display, Mr. Castle remarked that he hoped that no 
member would go away discouraged because bis collection 
might happen to be a small one. A short time ago be 
(Mr Castle) bad come across a memorandum of bis show
ing that in 1873 be possessed 240 stamps I And although 
he now possessed more than that number, on being shown 
a collection of the stamps of a country of which he 
considered that he had at least a good number, he after
wards s read bis own out a little more in order to make a 
better show! He specially advised his hearers to pay 
attention to condition, and to insist on having well-centred 
copies, and also not to pay too much attention to minor 
varieties of perforation, which in many cases are caused by 
the irregularity in the machine used. The display then 
followed, first St. Vincent and afterwards Bahamas.

The splendid show of these beautiful stamps was greatly 
admired, and at the conclusion the Chairman expressed 
the thanks of the members in a brief speech. In replying, 
Mr. Castle expressed the pleasure it had given him to give 
the display, and expressed his williogness to give another 
on a future occasion, which promise was greeted with 
applause. At the conclusion of the meeting, Mr. Bertie 
Morley, a visitor, was unanimously elected a member.

S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  
C O L L E C T I N G • Bp Major E. B . EVAN S  

The young collector is frequently perplexed b y  
the meaning o f  the various terms used in stamp 
collecting, and the fullest explanations o f  these 
will be found in this book.

as. 9d. in Paper Cover, o r  4s. 6d, strongly bound 
m Cloth. _ _ _

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 
jsi Strand. London, W C.
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The Sectional Imperial Album
THIS N S W  ALBUM IS FULLY DESCRIBED IN A  PAMPHLET 

WHICH W IL L  BE SENT POST-FREE ON APPLICATION.

T h e Outside D im ensions of the Cover are
I l f  b y  101 in .

Each Page m easures l l i  by 8 in. 
clear of Binding.

THE BINDERS
have been specially made and are of the simplest description; you 
only have to bend back the cover with one hand and remove the leaves 
with the other. (S ee  above.)

These Binders will hold from twenty to nearly two hundred leaves.

When mounting stamps, the spring back cover should be re* 
moved and the pages laid cut quite flat

They are in two qualities, as follows :
No. 33 .— Handsomely bound in marone cloth, bevelled boards, 

lettered on sides and also in gold on back, with sunk panel on back 
for insertion of particulars of contents. Price 6 / - ;  post-free, United 
Kingdom, 6 /6 ; abroad, 7 /- .

No. 34.— Superbly half-bound in green Levant Morocco, cloth 
sides, bevelled boards, gold lettering on back, with sunk panel for 
contents. Price 1 5 /- ;  post-free, United Kingdom, 15 /6 ; abroad, 1 6 /-.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED,
39i STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

$
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THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM
A fall description of thla Album and a specimen Section, printed on the 

paper need, sill be sent post-free on application.

T h e  fo llo w in g  S e c tio n s  a re  n ow  r e a d y :—
The figures in brackets indicate the month and gear when the 

LATEST EDITION o f  each Section was published.

AFRICAN COLONIE8.
Section
81. BRITISH BECHUANALAND (6.08)

Price.
Section Paces. i d.

1 . GREAT BRITAIN (8.08) . . . 85 . 3 9

W E 8 T  IN D IE S .

2. ANTIGUA (4.08) . . . . 4 • 0 3
8. BAHAMAS (4.08) . . . . 8 . 0 4
4. BARBADOS (4.08) . . . . 13 . 0 6
5. BERMUDA (4.08) . . . . 6 . 0 4
6. CAYMAN ISLANDS (4.08) . . 4 • 0 3
7. DOMINICA (4.08) . . . . to . 0 6
8. GRENADA (4 08) . . . . IS . 0 6
9. JAM AICA (4.08) . . . . 13 . 0 6

10. LEEW ARD ISLANDS (4.08) . . 6 . . 0 4
n. MONTSERRAT (4.08) . . 4 • 0 3
13. NEVIS (4.08) . . . . 10 . 0 6
18. ST. CHRISTOPHER (5.08) . . 10 . 0 6
14. ST. KITT8 -NEVIS (5.08) . . 4 • 0 3
15. ST. LUCIA (6.08) . . . . 13  . . 0 6
16. ST. VINCENT (5.08) . . . 8 . . 0 4
17. TOBAGO (5.08) . . . . 6 . . 0 4
18. TRINIDAD (5.08) . . . . 3 3  . . 1 0
19. TURKS ISLANDS (6.08) . . . 8 . . 0 4
30. TURKS Sc CAICOS ISLANDS (5.08) 4 •. 0 3
31. VIRGIN ISLANDS (5.08). . . 8 . 0 4

A M E R IC A N  C O L O N IE S .

33. BRITISH COLUMBIA (5.08) . . 4 •. 0 3
28. CANADA (5.08) . 3 3  . . 1 0
24. NEW BRUNSW ICK (5.08) 4 •. 0 3
25. NEWFOUNDLAND (6.08) . . 12  .. 0 6
26. NOVA SCOTIA (6.08) . . 4 •. 0 3
27. PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (6.08) 4 -. 0 3
S8. BRITISH GUIANA (6.08) ' . . 3 3  . . 1 0
29. „  HONDURAS (6.08) . . 8 . . 0 4
80. FALKLAN D  I8 LANDS (6.08) . . 6 . . 0 4

82. „  CENTRAL AFRICA (6.08) 8 .
83. „  EAST A FR ICA  (6.08) . is
84. „  SOMALILAND (6.08). . io
85. „  SOUTH AFRICA  (6.08) . to
86. CA PE OF GOOD HOPE (6.08) . 18
37. E A ST  A FR ICA  & UGANDA (6.08) . 6
88. GAMBIA (7.08) . . . . 6 .. 0
89. GOLD COAST (7.08) . . 6 .. 0
40. 6RIQUALAND W EST (7.08) . . io .. 0
41. LAGOS (7.08)..................................... 8 .. 0
42. M ADAGASCAR (7.08) . . . ss .. 1
43. MAURITIUS (7.08) . . . . 44 .. 1
44. NA TA L (7.08) . . . .
45. NEW  SOUTH A FR. REPUB. (7-08)
46. NIGER COAST (7.08)
47. NORTHERN N IG ERIA (7.08) .
48. ORANGE R IV E R  COLONY (8.08) .
49. ST. H ELEN A (8.08) . . .
50. SE YC H ELLES (8.08)
51. SIE R R A  LEONE (8 08)
62. SOUTHERN NIGERIA (8.08) . .
68. 8TELLALAND (8.08)
54. SUDAN (9.08) . . . .
65. SW AZIELAND (9.08) . . 4
56. TRAN SVAA L (9.0S) . 66
67. UGANDA PROTECTORATE (10 08) so
68. ZANZIBAR (10.08) . . . . 16
69. ZULULAND (10.08) . . . . 4

EUROPEAN COLONIE8.
60. CYPRUS 00.08) . . . . IO .. 0
61. GIBRALTAR (ia08). . . . 14 .. 0
62. HELIGOLAND (10 08) . . . 4  .. 0
63. IONIAN IS L E S  (10.08) . . . 4  .. 0
64. M ALTA 00.08) . . . . 6 .. 0

POSTAGE.
I n  re m ittin g  postage for the above, the correct a m o u n t m a y  b e  calculated  in  the  fo llo w in g  w a y :—
A d d  together the tota l n um ber o f pages contained in  the desired sections, a n d  to this a m o u n t add a 

a d d itio n a l four pages for each section. T i le  postage w il l  then be as fo llo w s :—

Price. 
Pages, s. d. 

0 4 
. 0 4 
. 0 6 
. 0 6 
. 0 6 

0 10 
0 4

8 .. 0
♦  •• 0

36 .. 1 
8 .. 0 
8 .. 0 

to .. 0
♦  .. 0 
4 -  0 

14 .. 0
0 
3 
0 
0 
0

4 
4
6 
4 
0 
0 

0 10 
. 1  0 
. 0 4 
. 0 3

3
4 
4 
6 
3 
3 
8 
3 
9 
6 
9 
8

GREAT BRITAIN.
10  Pages

i l o  "
220 r.
400 „
000 „

2 d.
2&
4d.
6d.
6d.
7d.

A b o v e  8 0 0  pages reckon  Id .  m ore 
add ition a l 1 0 0  pages o r p o rtio n  thereof.

for each

ABROAD.

10 Pages 
22 „  
34 „
4B  „
58

ad.
2fcL
3d.

4Jd .
6d.

A n d  an extra  I d .  for e ve ry  12 pages in  add ition , 
u p  to 3 4 0  pages.

F o r  m ore than  3 4 0  pages abroad postage m a y be ascertained b y  reck o n ing  that 3 4 0  pages w e ig h  4  lb . ,  
and every 9 0  additional pages 1 lb.

MINIMUM POSTAGE 2 d.
KB.—Each page measures Hi x  ■ In. clear of binding.

B L A N K  L E A V E S  can  be sup p lied  to m atch  the p rin ted  pages, a n d  w ill b e  found o f  
u se  for those who w ant to  inclu d e pairs, b lo ck s, or stam ps on  covers.

P r i c e  Sd. per do*.; post-free, lid. per do*.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S .  L t d . .  3 9 1  S T R A N D .  L O N D O N .  W d C .
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N E W  E D I T I O N . a  N O V E M B E R ,  1 9 0 8 .

C o l o u r  D i c t i o n a r y .
G iv in g  o v e r  T w o H u n d r e d  N a m e s  o f  C o lou rs u sed  in P rin tin g , & c .

Specially prepared for Stamp Collectors by B. W. WARHURST.
U se f u l  for many businesses in which coloured articles are bought .and sold, and to give a 
more definite idea of the colours represented by certain names in common use, which are 
very frequently misunderstood.

SUITABLE FOR USE IN SCHOOLS.
P rin ted  in T en d ifferently co lou red  inks on as m any different papers, an d  further 

exp lained  b y  diagram , an d  I llustrated  in  F if t y -eight C olours.

P R I C E  216  in s tro n g  p a p er  c o v e r , or 4.16 b o u n d  in g ilt cloth .
Postage 2d. each extra.

R E C E N T L Y  P U B L I S H E D  H A N D B O O K S .
“By Messrs. HAUSBURG, y  •g m With 23  fall-sized Photo-

STEW ART. WILSON, I  / f  / / ¥  gravure Plates, & many
and CROFTON. M. 9  O 9  other lustrations.

T h e  volum e con tain s 2 1 5  pages, s im ilar in size an d  get-up to  th e p u b licatio n s o f  th e R o y a l 
P h ila te lic  S o c ie ty , L on d o n .

T h e  im portant p lates have b een  produced  b y  th e p h o t o g r a v u r e  process ; th is is very 
costly,' but; g ives  th e m ost m agnificent resu lts. T h e  cost o f  the plates an d  other illustra
tio n s has exceed ed  ^ 4 0 0 .

T h e re  is  an  im m ense am ount o f new in form ation  in th is volum e, an d  esp ecia lly  im portant 
are  the num erous r e t o u c h e s  d isco vered  by M r. H au sb u rg  in th e  stam ps o f  the first issue. 

Im portant; chapters are  th ose d ea lin g  w ith th e  E ssa y s , R ep rin ts , an d  Forgeries.

P R I C E . 4 0 1 -  ;  p o s t -fr e e  in G r e a t B rita in ,, 4 0 1 6  ;  a b roa d , 4 1 / 6 .

F i j i  I s l a n d s .
B p  C H A R L E S  J . P H I L L I P S .  W ith  n u m ero u s Illu stra tio n s , a n d  

a lso  1 5  f u l l  P la te s  o f  P h o to g ra v u re  R ep ro d u ctio n s.
T his entirely new work is the same size and form as the publications of the Royal 
Philatelic Society.

I t  is d iv id e d  into fourteen ch ap ters  an d  th ree  ap p en d ices.
T h e  tw o p lates o f  th e “  F iji  T im e s ’’ E x p re ss  stam p s are  illu strated , an d  th eir history 

is g iven  in fu lj. T h e  rare “ V .R . ”  overprin ts a re  a ll p la te d  fo r the first tim e, an d  th e different 
settin g s'a re  illustrated , an d  .the position  on th e  plates o f  a ll th.e e fror$ in| th e o verp rin t has 
b een  d eterm ined .- •

In  the fo llow in g issues tfie con versio n  o f th e b lo cks o f  th e !' C .R . ’! stam ps into those o f 
“ V.R.” by m eans o f  the insertion  o f w ooded  p lugs is fu lly  exp la in ed  for th e  first tim e, and 
th ere  is  m uch interestin g  new  in form ation  ab o u t th e la ter issues, with d escrip tio n  an d  illu s
tration s o f  essays an d  proofs, a lso  o f D u ty , F ra n k , and C a k e  F a ir  Stam p s.

P R I C E  2 1 1 -  in s tr o n g  p a p er  c o v e r , p o s t -fr e e , 2 1 1 5 ;  a broa d , 2 1 1 9 ;  or
LIBRARY EDITION

• Handsomely bound in half Rad Morocco, Art Vallum Sides, aztra gilt back and adgas, With 
cloth pocket inside the cotter to hold the fifteen Plates.

P ric e  3 0 1- ;  p o s t -fr e e , 3 0 1 6  ;  a b roa d , 3 1 1 -

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L I M I T E D ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .
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Gibbons Stamp (Ileckly
| WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED
'■ “ The monthly Journal.”
rTh« m ost p opu lar W eekly Stam p Journal for 
t the general co llector  and  specialist.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence with 
ihe current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.
U.S.A.

and
Canada.

France, 
Italy, or * 
Spain.

Germany.

3. months ... is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
; 6' „ 3s- 3d* 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3*25
j a
. ---------

6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

* In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
|o order G. S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
Instead of folded as it would be if posted*

* Contents.
TTHE last number in each month is a special number 
^  that is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 
and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CHAS. J. PHILLIPS, 
and contain amongst other subjects
The Countries of the World. By W. P. Bamsdall
Topical Notes. By Chas. J. Phillips.
New Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature.

 ̂ By Frank Phillips.
Twentieth Century Colonials. By D. B. Armstrong.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal* 
ti ing with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World's Press.
A Special Feature is made of LETTERS FROM OUR
* CORRESPONDENTS all over the World.
Philatelic Societies* Reports.
Answers to Correspondents.
About every other number contains an offer of a 

SPECIAL BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

, NOTICE. — Publishers, of Magazines, Ac., who 
exchange with “ G. S. W.” are requested to be so 
kind as, in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydeoham, and a second to Messrs. 
STANLEY GIBBONS, 'Ltd., 391 Strand, London, 
W.C.
I E ditorial Communications.—All communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to 

The Editors, S. W*t ..
• 391 Strand, London, W.C.
. Correspondence.—The' Editors regret that they 
nave no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head of 
f*Answers to Correspondents.**
. Covers fo r  B inding V olumes.—Our publishers 
Are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. VII of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Gibbons Statnp Weekly
BO U N D  V O LU M ES.

T h b  following volumes, well bound in  red art doth, lettered 
front and back, and with a ll advertisements and covers bound 
in, can now be s u p p l i e d p fJc9$ p 08t - f r ee.

P er io d . s . d .

Vol. 1  . Ja n . to June, 1905 . «S 0
„  2 . Ju ly  to Dec., 1905 , 10 6
11 3 * Ja n . to June, 1900 .. 10 6
» 4 • Ju ly  to Dec., 1906 4 9
»» s  • Ja n . to June, 1907 . 4 9

6 . 
.. 7 •

Ju ly  to Dec., 1907 , 
Ja n . to June, 1908 .

■ 4
■ 4

9
9

These volumes are replete with useful information to all 
collector

The monthly Ĵournal.
T h e s e  are replete with interesting articles by  the best writers 
o f the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained in them.

Vols. 1 and 2 Out of print s. d.
Vol. 3 . . . post-free 7 6

11 4  • • II 5 6
i> 5 ♦ • • II S 0

0 . . • • II 6 6
.. 7 • • • • II 6 0
.. 8 . . • • II 6 0
» 9 • • • II S 0
„  10 . • II 5 0
„  12 . • • 91 4 0
„  14 . • • II 4 0
» *5 • • • • II 40
„  x6 . • • II 40
.. *7 • • • •• 40

18 . ♦ • II 4 0

EXAMINATION OP STAMPS.—Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is takeo up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
corners, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have fouod it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used to giving an opinion 
B. Bogus: i,e. oever existed; F. Forged; G. Geouine; G.F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharge forged ; R. Reprint.

Do you want to PURCHASE
areally cheap, specialized or general 
collection? It so, CONSULT OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER.
Do you want to SE L L

your collection, or any part of it, at 
the small commission of Ten per 
cent? If so, ENTER IT IN OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity thao 
you can obtain by any other means.

Full conditions, and List of Thirty-nine Col* 
lections entered on the Register* sent post-free 

on demand.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand ( « .« ■ ) ,  London, W.C.
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A L B U M S .
Some collectors like one kind o f  Album and some another. Indeed, there are probably few  

things in which stamp collectors are more at sixes and sevens than in Stamp Albums. As Philatelic 
Publishers we do our best to please all parties. Hence the great variety o f  Postage Stamp Albums 
included in our Publications. Here is a brief list. I f  you cannot find the Album you want in this 
list, send fo r  Illustrated Prospectus, post-free on application.

IMPROVED No. O. - 1 7 6  pages. Spaces for 4700 stamps. With Geographical and Historical notes 
brought up to date. Fifty stamps presented gratis with each Album.

Price, in Art Cloth, 1 / - j  post-free, 1 /3 «  >

IMPROVED NoSm 2 9 3  (3 04  pages), a n d  4  (3 68  pages).— O b lo n g . S ize, 10 x  7 f  in . D iv id e d  into 
Continents. 600 stam ps a n d  e ig h ty  w aterm arks illustrated in  actual size. S tro n g ly  b o u n d  in  artistic  
cover. O n e  h un d re d  stam ps, a ll different, presented w ith  each A lb u m .

No. 3 .—Plain Cloth, eilt lettered, 3 /6 9  post-free, 4 - / - ;  abroad, 4 /7 *
No. 3 .—Art Vellum, lettered in gold and colours, 8 / -  9 post-free, 6 / 0  9 abroad, 6 /2 -  
No. 4 .—Art Vellum, gilt lettered and gilt edges, with extra leaves for new issues, 7 / 6 1 

post-free, 8 / -  )  abroad, 8 /1 0 -

THE STRAND• —Size, 94 x 74 inches. Six maps. Well arranged, reliable, and thoroughly correct. 
No. 14.—3»o pages, spaces for 8000 stamps, cloth, 2/6 9 post-free, 2/11 9 abroad, 3/4 .
No. 15.—400 pages, six maps, eighty extra leaves, cloth. 5 >  9 post-free, 8 , 8 9  abroad, 6 / - .
No. 16.—400 pages, half morocco, six maps, gilt edges, 8 /6 9  post-free, 9 >  9 abroad, 9 / 6 -

THE KING’S OWN. —For collectors o f King Edward V II  Stamps.
Cloth, 7 /6 9  post-free, 8 / -  9 abroad, 8 / 9 -
Three-quarters Levant morocco, 2 1 /*  | post-free, 2 1 /8  9 abroad, 2 2 / 6 .

THE m PERlAL. —In three fine volumes. Size, 8} x  n  J  inches. The most popular of all our 
Albums. With numbered spaces for the stamps on the right-hand page, and full description in cata
logue form, with illustrations, on the left-hand page. (Published 1902.)

VOL. I.—Stamps of British Empire.
VOL. II.—Stamps of Europe and Colonies, and Possessions of European States. 
VOL. III.—Foreign Countries, except Europe and its Possessions.

Vol. I.—Great Britain and Colonies. 526 pages. About 1800 illustrations.
No. 5.—Cloth, gilt lettered, 1 0 / - I  post-free, 1 0 /9 .
No. 7.—Half-bound, gilt edges, I B /* ,  post-free, 1 6 /0 .
No. 8 .—Hall-bound, green morocco, gilt edges, 2 B /~ ,  post-free, 2 6 /*
No. 9 .—Half-bound, finest green Levant morocco, bevelled edges, patent expanding.Lock, 6 0 / * ,  

post-free, 6 1 / -
Vol. IL—Stamps of Europe and its Colonies and Possessions.

544 pages. 1700 illustrations.
No. 65 .—Cloth, 1 2 / - 1 post-free, 1 2 /8 .
No. 67 .—Half-bound, 1 T /6 ,  post-free, 1 8 /3 ,
No. 68*—Half green morocco, 2 7 / 6 ,  post-free, 2 8 / 6 .
No. 69 .—Half-bound, finest green Levant morocco, patent expanding lock, 6 0 / - 1 post-free, 6 1 / - .

Vol. III.—Foreign Countries, except Europe and its Possessions.
412 pages. 1500 illustrations.

No. 95.—Cloth, l O / - ,  post-free, 1 0 / 8 .
No. 97.—Half-bound, I B / - ,  post-free, 1 6 /8 .
No. 98.—Half-bound, green morocco, 2 2 / 6 ,  post-free, 2 3 / 3 .
No. 99 .—Half-bound, finest green Levant morocco, patent expanding lock, 0 8 / - ,  post-free, 0 6 / 6 .

NEW SEOTIONAt IMPERIAL ALBUM.—Ask  for Explanatory Pamphlet, post-free on 
application.

BLANK ALBUM. —Fixed leaves. Each page neatly bordered in neutral grey with quadrilll background. 
No. 3 1 .—Bound in three colours—red, blue, or greeo, too leaves, 94x74.

Price 7 /8  9 post-free, 8 / • | abroad, 8 /0 .
No. 32.— Bound in two colours—tnarone or dark green, 150 leaves, i i | x 84.

• Price 10 /6 | post-free, 11/3 9 abroad, 12/3 .

SIMPLEX ALBUM, — M o v a b le  leaves. S p rin g -b a c k  b in d e r. 150 leaves.
! 1 2 / 6 ,  post-free U .K ., 1 8 /1 .

THE ORIEL . —Well known as the Castle Album. Size, 10  x  10 J  inches. Fifty movable leaves, himd- 
made paper, bound in red morocco, fitted into a  drop-in case lined with lamb’s-wool.

Price 3 0 / - ,  post-free. 3 0 /7 .
LEA V E S, either plain or with qnadrOlfi background, 4 / 6  per dozen, or 3 2 /6  per 100.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S . L td ..  3 9 1  S tr a n d , L O N D O N . W .C .
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Special Bargains
For G.S.W. Readers.

Frepcl)
Somali Coast

1 9 0 2 .Type 3. Somali Warriors. 
E R R O R

CENTRE INVERTED.

2 ft., carmine and green.

T h is Stam p is catalogued  
at 12s.

S p e c ia l  B a r g a in  P r ic e
For the above Stamp, unused and mint,

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

Gibbons Stamp Wbxklt ,
IS Dec. 1908.

HYDERABAD.
Cat. No. 1908. Type 6. New Colour, s. d.

| a., blue-green . . . .  used o 1

MACAO.
Various issues. Revised prices 

25. aoo r., red-orange (perf. 13}) . .
58. 5 on 23 r., rose
73. 5 r. on 10 r.f green and buff (on fiscal) .
76. 10 r. on 10 r. „  „  (  „  ) .

10J. 30 on 3oo r., lilac (perf. rai) . .
105. 30 on aoo r., ,, (perf. 134) . .
129. 1 a. on 5 r., black 
146. 34 a., ochre (Commemorative) . .

N YASSA.
1897-1903. Various types. Reduced prices.

13. 300 r., blue on bright buff . . . . 1 6
42. 130 r. on 300 r., green (Camels) . . . used o 8

used

ST. TH O M AS A N D  PRINCE ISLA N D S.
■870-1902. Crown type. Revised prices.

29 35 r., rose (perf. 13$) . . . . . o a
30. r., pale rose (perf. 13I) . . . . o a
41. 50 r., pale blue (perf. ia j, pi. 1) . . . used o a
45. 50 r., deep blue (perf. 12J, pi. t ) . . . „  1 0

113. 115 r. on 50 r., green . . . . .  4 6

*902-3. Type 7. K ing Carlos.
182. 25 r., blue-green (Provisorio) • . used o 3
136. 25 r., carmine . . . . M o a

SAN MARINO.
1894. Commemorative Issue. Handsome stamps.

29. 25 c., mar one and blue . . . .
30. so c. „  red . . . .
31. 1 1. pi green . . . .

20/31. Set o f three, mint . . . . .

o
o
o

3
6
9
3

TIM OR.
1885. Crown type 0/ Macao, overprinted.

5. 25 r., violet (perf. ia|) . . . used 1
7. 50 r., deep blue (pert 12J) . . . „  1
0. 100 r., dull lilac (perf. xaj) . . . 1

11. 300 r., yellow-brown (perf. ia|) . . . „  a
22. ao>r., orange (perf. *3i) . . . a

0
6
6
6
o

49.
6?.

62a.
89.
92.
87.

101.
102.
107.

1895-1901. Various Provisionals. 
3) on 300 r., orange (pert 12J) . ,
5 a. on 30 on 3C0 r.t orange (perf. la i ) .
5 a. on 30 on 300 r. ,, (perf. 13}) .
5 a. on 25 r., purple .
5 a. on as r., green .
6 a. on a} r., browu
9 a. 00 75 r., rose . .

i$ a. on 90 r.. rosioe 
aa a. or 80 r., grey . .

. used 3 0
♦ it a  o
• t>  5 0
♦ tt * ©
♦ t» 0 6
♦ »t 0 9
♦ t. 0 9
♦ t. 5 0
. , , 8 0

1903. Type 7. King Carlos.
114. s avos, carmine . ,  , . used o 3

TOBAGO.
1891-1 Type a, surcharged. Reduced price.

86. |d. on 4d.. grey . . . , ^ 7 6

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D . ,  3 9 * S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N .

NEW YQKK1 STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.

4



12 D ie . 1908 G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

Afghanistan
The E d ito r o f “  Gibbons Stamp Weekly ”

D e a r  S i r ,—In reference to Mr. Bamsdall’s 
notes on “  Afghanistan ”  in your issue of 
10 October, the head on the circular early issues 
is meant to represent a lion , and was intended 
as a reference to the Amir’s name, Sher AIL 
This word is pronounced shayr, and in Arabic 
signifies either a lion or a  tiger. Perhaps the 
artist who perpetrated the design was, like Mr. 
Frank Richardson, an enemy to “  whiskers,”  
and took them off his lion ;  or perhaps exigencies 
of space compelled him to leave them out. I 
think an attempt was made in the 1289 issue to 
produce the lion  more correctly, but a disreput
able poodle was the result, and so the good old 
“ pussy cat”  <5 la  Louis Wain was reverted to. 
We must be charitable to this Afghan Landseer, 
and accept his lion  on trust.

B y the way, as Mr. Barnsdall mentions some 
of the inscriptions, it may interest your readers 
to know the history o f the one used on the 1295 
issue. The correct reading o f the latter portion

much puzzled Sir David Masson and me, as 
the only sound we could evolve from the last 
stroke was R  S  L  (something like parcel, but with 
the first consonant omitted), and the preceding 
sound was either a B , an F , or a P. Anyway, 
we could not get any further, as the caligraphy 
was so wretched. Ultimately, I  got a correct 
statement from His Majesty the Amir himself, 
who was then in Calcutta. The character was 
B ir s il, but it was shortened from Bdras (year 
or era) S e e il (leopard). I  can assure you that 
puzzling out sense from illiterate, smudged Arabic 
inscriptions is more difficult than missing-word 
Limerick competitions. S ee il, again, like sher, 
is a generic term, and may mean either a leopard, 
a panther, or a jackal.

All through the handbook we have tried to 
give the correct pronunciations of the various 
Arabic words in the inscriptions, but in many 
we have, I fear, failed to convey the correct 
sounds. Some of these words defy being 
accented into English.

Yours truly, B . Gordon J ones.

Philatelic Societies
Glasgow and West of Scotland 
Philatelic Society

H sn , P r s t l d s n t :  Edwin T am pls, B .A .,  Cam.
Praaidant t  W . A . B . J a x  L on g , F .R .P .S .L .,  6 8  B enfia ld  

S tra a t .
H on. S a ora ta ry  t T hom as H . W a lloon , 2 7  O aw ald  Straat,
H aatlnga  t B aligioua I n s titu t io n  B oom s, 2 0 0  B uchanan  

S traat, a t  7 .4 6  p .m .

T he third ordinary general meeting of the Society was 
held in the Religious Institution Rooms, 200 Buchanan 
Street, on Tuesday, to November, 1908.

The President, Mr. William A. R. Jex Long, F.R.P.S.L., 
in the chair. Before proceeding with the business of the 
meeting, the President referred to the honour conferred 
on Archibald Mclnnes Shaw, Esq., Hon. Vice-President 
of the Society, by his election to the civic chair, and on 
his motion, seconded by Mr. Guthrie, this was recorded in 
the minutes.

An excellent paper, entitled ** Free Thoughts on Stamp 
Collecting by a Junior," was read by Mr. James K. 
Riddocb, ana proved most interesting  ̂and instructive, 
containing many invaluable hints to beginners.

A debate, “  New Issues," was opened by Mr. P. Durand, 
who humorously addressed the President as "Your Lord
ship,” and the members as "  gentlemen of the jury." Mr. 
James K. Riddoch took the negative. Both geotlemen 
eloquently Mated their case, and after criticism by the 
members, a verdict in favour o f "N ew  Issues" (legiti
mate) was returned. The Hon. Secretary again reported 
the enrolment o f  several new members. Votes of thanks 
to the Chairman and to the essayists closed the meeting.

Leicester Philatelic Society
P r s s ld s n t  / O r. It. H l l b s u n s  W aat.
H on. S oo . t  P . V. 8 a n a o m s , T anngson  8 tra a t , $ t .  Ja m as1 

H oad , L slea s ts r .
H a s tin g s  1 W in oh ss ta r  H o u ss , W a tfo rd  P iou s , L sloa stsr.

T he November meeting o f this Society was held on Wed
nesday at Winchester House, when there was a good 
gathering o f members. In the absence of the President, 
the chair was taken by Dr. Mussen. An excellent paper 
was read by Mr. J. W. F . Goddard on "  The Desirability 
of a National Society," and this important matter that 
coocerns all true philkteHsta was lucidly explained by the 
speaker* Mr. Charles A. Stephenson, of Birmingham, 
was then called upon to show his collection of Barba
dos with notes. These were much admired, the stamps 
all being superb copies, and many in mint condition. 
Several members spoke very highly of the arrangement 
and mounting o f the stamps. A hearty vote of thanks 
was accorded Mr. Stephenson at the end, and suitablyacknourledged.—£«»crrfrr- F o o t ,  &  11.08.

Manchester Philatelic Society
P r s s ld s n t :  W . D om in g  B sek to n .
H on. 8 a e . 1 Q. Frad. H . O ibson , Falrfiald , C ru m p ta ll, 

M anohaatsr.
H a stin g s  t  G ra n d  H ots l, H a n e h ts t s r ,  W a a k ty :  F rid a ys  

at 7 p.m.
At  the meeting o f the Manchester Philatelic Society 
yesternight week Mr. A. P. Walker, o f Birmingham, 
showed bis collection of the stamps of the Italian States 
used on entire envelopes, previous to the unification of 
Italy uoder Victor Emmanuel. The stamps were In very 
fine condition, and comprised almost all the stamps issued 
by the following States: Sardinia, - Modena, Tuscany, 
Parma, Romao States, Romagna, Naples, mod Sicily. 
Many rare postmarks were shown, including Sardinian 
stamps used in other States during the transition period.-' 
M ancha Ur City Jfm r, 7.11.08.

South Wale* and Monmouthshire 
Philatelic Society

P rs s ld s n t  1 C o l. Q. f .  P a tty .
H on. S a ss .  / H aaars. T. E dw ards a n d  G w ilym  8 .  L su gh sr .

T h e  third meeting o f the semsoo w a s  held at the Y.M.C.A. 
Buildings, Cardin, on Wednesday, it November. 1908.

An exhaustive and instructive paper on the "  Line-en
graved Stamps o f Great B rita inw as given by C. E. 
Page, Esq., Newportt Mon., together with a display of 
bis magnificent collection o f these stamps.

Amongst many good things shown were superb strips 
and blocks o f  the xd. and ad. 1840, also a stamp which is 
probably unique—the x$d. error, lettered O P—P C, with 
overpriot at back, "  Copestake, Moore, & Co., London."

Mr. Page's paper was so appreciated that it was decided 
to print u  for circulation amongst the members o f the 
Society.

A hearty vote o f thanks to Mr. Page, proposed by tbe 
President, Colonel Petty, seconded by Alderman Trounce, 
and supported by Mr. V. E. Brukewicb, brought a most 
interesting meeting to a dose.

Swadlincote Stamp Society
At  a meeting o f this Society, held on t j  November last at 
Mr. W. W. Hilton’s office, Midland Road, Councillor 
W. Oakley^ the President, gave a display o f his magnifi
cent collection o f the stamps o f Great Britain.

Mr. Oakley related tbe interesting story o f the great 
postal reform o f 1839 and 1840, and showed letters which 
bad been sent by coach before stamps were issued, also a 
number of caricatures o f the Mulready envelopes and 
a good lot o f stamps, including the unused £<  Telegraph.

Mr. W. W . Hilton and Mr. R. B. Hall were elected 
Vice* Presidents o f  tbe Society.
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Grand Collection Packets. JsaVS?'
No. 64 contains lOO Varieties, including used and unused. Price 6d.; post-free, 7d.
No. 65 contains 250 Different Varieties, both used  and unused Stam p s, E n ve lo p e s  

□ ,  an d  Post C a rd s  □ ,  an d  is w ell recom m end ed as a  cap ita l start fo r a  C o llector. P r ice  2 S . ; 
post-free, 2S. id.

No. 6 6 , 500 Varieties, is strongly recom m end ed as the cheapest co llection  o f  500 
d ifferent Stam p s ever o ffered— th e Stam p s cou ld  not b e  bough t sep arately  for th ree tim es 
the m arvellou sly  low  p rice  at w h ich  it is  now  offered. T h e  Stam p s, & c., are  clean, p icked  
specim ens, fit fo r an y  co llec tion . T h e  b est 500  varie ties  in  th e trad e. P r ic e  4s.; post- 
free, 4s. id.

No. 6 7 , IOOO Varieties. T h is  p a ck et con tain s 10 0 0  d ifferent S tam p s (an d  no 
E n ve lo p es, B an d s, an d  C ard s), an d  is th e  cheapest packet ever offered b y  S . G .,  L td ., 
satisfaction  b eing  ab so lu te ly  gu aranteed . T h e  p rice  it is  offered at is  th e lo w est ever quoted  
for such  a  collection , em b rac in g  as  it d o es scores o f  scarce  varieties , pro visio n a ls, new 
issues, an d  m any very  fin e  an d  ob solete varieties. P r ic e  15s., post-free an d  registered .

No. 6 8 , 1500 Varieties. E a c h  specim en  is in  perfect con d ition , an d  th e  15 0 0  
d ifferent S tam p s form  a  n o b le  start for an yo n e. A  la rg e  num ber o f  really  rare  an d  va lu a b le  
stam ps are  con tain ed  in th is  c o lle c t io n ; b u t it is im p o ssib le  to  enum erate th em , a s  w e  are  
con stan tly  ad d in g  N ew  Issu e s  an d  O lder S tam p s w h en w e p u rch ase  such. Satisfaction  is 
guaranteed. P r ic e  j £ l  15s., post-free a n d  registered .

No. 6 9 , 2 0 0 0  Varieties. A  grand p a ck et for a  d ea ler o r collector, every  stam p being 
d ifferent an d  gen uine , an d  th us form ing a  ch o ice  co llec tion  in itself, o r  a  stock  to m ak e  up 
sheets o r  fo r exch an ge pu rposes. P r ice  £ 3 ,  post-free an d  registered .

No. 69a, 3000 Varieties. A very fine packet, containing many rare stamps, all 
arranged in order, and mounted ready to price or remove to a collection. Price ;£8 IOS., 
post-free and registered.

No. 69b, 4000 Varieties. A valuable collection, all mounted on sheets in order. 
Really good value; being sold by us to collectors at less than the price usually charged in the 
trade. Price .£14, post-free and registered.GRAND NEW VARIETY PACKETS.
I n  order to  m eet th e w ishes o f  a  great n u m b er o f  our custom ers, w e have p rep ared  a  series 
o f  packets, as und er, en tire ly  different from  one another, no  stam p in an y o n e  packet b eing  
in any o f  the rest o f  the s e r ie s ; an d  the p u rch aser o f  th e series o f  eight p a ck ets  w ill h ave 
1 3 0 5  extra  good  varieties, an d  no duplicates.

T h e se  packets d o  not con ta in  an y Post C ard s, cut E n v e lo p e s , F isca ls , or R e p rin ts , and 
a re  w ell recom m end ed as good  value, an d  are  o n ly  a  sm all p rop ortion  o f  th e  C ata lo gu e
value of the single stamps contained in them.

Price Post.free in Great Britain,
N o . 70 contains 600 Stamps o f Kurope, a ll different • 7/6 . . 2d. extra.

„  71 125 SI Asia „ 7/6 . Id. ,,
>. 72 it 125 ,| Africa ,, 7/6 . . Id. ,,
. .  73 St 106 IS Australia ,, 7/6  • . i d .  ,,
»  74 ts 125 | s West Indies ,, 7/6  . . . i d .  , ,
. .  75 IS 125 SI South A m e r ic a ,  a ll different 7/6 . . i d .  , ,
„  76 ss 100 is North America „ 7/6  . . . i d .  ,,
„  77 IS 100 II Central America ,, 7/6  . . i d .  „

The set of eight packets, containing 1305 varieties, if all bought at one time, will be 
supplied at the special reduced price of 55/—.Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W .C.
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Popular Packets of Foreign Postage Stamps.
ANNUAL S A L E  OVER 30.000 PACKETS.

G REATLY augmented and improved, confidently recommended as the most varied, and undoubtedly the cheapest series, as 
the numerous Press notices received testify. The large sale they have already had is the best proof of their success. The 

continually increasing Foreign and Colonial correspondence of Stanley G ibbons, Limited, gives them unusual facilities for 
collecting Stamps of all kinds for their Packets. In ordering from the annexed List of Packets, S. G., Ltd., would feel obliged 
by the Number, as printed at the commencement of each, being notified, to prevent the possibility of any mistake. The prices 
of packets are quoted post-free in Great Britain. The postage abroad for letter post is zd. per zoo stamps for British Colonies 
and United States and 2$d. per zoo stamps for all other countries, and ibis amount should be calculated and added to the price of 
the packets. All the Stamps contained in the following Packets are warranted absolutely genuine, free from reprints, and 
Collectors may depend on receiving no others. They are also in good condition, and perfect. S. G., Ltd., cannot undertake 
to make up Packets to order, or exchange parts of them.' Occasionally the stock of special Stamps named below becomes 
exhausted ; in such cases the packets are always completed with other Stamps of a higher catalogue value, but every care is taken 
to supply them as advertised when possible.

New and Improved Packets of Used and Unused Stamps.
No. I.—T h e  S ixp en n y  Pack et o f  M ixed C ontinental S tam p s contains IOO, including many

obsolete and rare. (This packet contains duplicates.) Post-free, 76.
No. 2 .—T h e  S ixp en n y  P a ck et o f  U sed Fo re ign  S ta m p s contains 50 varieties, all different,

including Egypt, Spain, Chili, New South Wales, Transvaal, Koumania, Porto Rico, Argentine, Peru, Brasil, Turkey, 
Hoi-Hao, Canton, etc. Post-free, 7<j.

No. 3 .—T h e  S ixp en n y  Pack et o f  U sed C olonial S tam p s contains 12  varieties, including Natal, 
Ceylon, India H.M.S., Cape of Good Hope, British Guiana, Mauritius, Tasmania, New South Wales, Natal, Victoria, Jamaica, 
South Australia, New Zealand, etc. All different. Post-free, 7d.

No. 4 .—T h e  Sh illin g  Packet o f  U sed and U nused Fo reign  S ta m p s contains 50 varieties,
including French Soudan, Spain, Bulgaria, Portugal, Costa Rica, Italy, Turkey, Finland, Brazil, Koumania, Portugal, Argentine 
Repubtic, Nyassa, Salvador, Greece, Mexico, Shanghai, United States, Japan, and others rare. All different, and warrazited 
genuine. Post-free, 1/1.

No. 5 .—T h e  Sh illin g  Packet o f  C olonial S ta m p s contains 25 varieties, including Cyprus, Natal,
Jamaica, India, Victoria }d. rose, Ceylon, Grenada, Straits Settlements, India Service, Queensland, Hong Kong, Barbados, 
Western Australia, South Australia, Centennial New South Wales, Mauritius, Malta, and others rare. All different, and 
warranted genuine. Post-free, z/i.

No. 6 .—T h e  E ighteenpenny Packet o f  U sed  Fo re ign  S ta m p s contains ioo varieties, including
Mauritius, Hong Kong, Tinland, Japan 15 and 25 sen, Barbados, Chili, Brazil, Greece, Russia, Turkey, New Zealand, Jamaica, 
O. R. Colony, Spain, Canada, etc. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 1/7.

No. 7 .—T h e  T w o  Sh illin g  Pack et o f R a re  U sed and U nused F o re ig n  S ta m p s  contains 100
varieties, including Porto Rico, Colombia, New Zealand. Canada, rare Turkish, Dutch Indies Ceylon, Bolivia, Mauritius, 
Portugal, French Colonies, Orange River Colony, Cyprus, Norway, Costa Rica, Belgium, West Australia, Chili, Egypt, Bavaria, 
and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 2/1.

N o. 8 .—T h e  F ive  S h illin g  Packet o f  O bsolete S ta m p s contains IOO varieties, including, 
amongst others, Liberia O.S., Western Australia provisional, India H.M.S., British Guiana, Cyprus ijd ., Argentine, Greece, 
Liberia, Guatemala, Mauritius, provisional Cuba, Hungary a$ kr., Mexico, Bolivia, Timor, Transvaal, old Egyptian, old 
Swiss, Turkey, Peru, Barbados, Spain, Porto Rico, Canada, Chili, old Tasmania, old Japan 15 and 25 sen, Siam, Brazil, Victoria, 
and others rare. This packet contains no stamps of the present issue, and is well worth 10/-. Post-free, 5/1.

N o. 0 .—T h e  F ive Sh illin g  Pack et o f  F o re ig n  S ta m p s contains 200 varieties (used and unused), 
including Cape of Good Hope, Turkey, Bermuda, Belgium, India Service, Brazil, Japan, Portugal, Spain, Paraguay, Russia, 
Swiss, British Guiana, New Zealand, Bulgaria, Denmark. South Australia, Mexico, Malta, U.S., Holland, Italy, Victoria, Chili, 
Queensland, Jamaica, Porto Rico, Greece z 1., Oraoge River Colony, Nicaragua, British Honduras, Bolivia, Hungary, Hayti, 
Straits Settlements, Natal, etc. All different. Post-free, 5/1.

No. 10.—T h e  T en  S h illin g  Packet o f  U sed and U nused  S ta m p s  contains ioo varieties,
all rare and different, including Chin-kiang, obsolete Cyprus, Salvador, Ecuador, Philippine Islands, Hayti, Tolima 5 c., 
St. Kitts, Uruguay, Montserrat, Finland, surcharged British Honduras, old Victoria, Newfoundland, Mexico, Seychelles, 
British Guiana, unpaid Greece, Hyderabad, Borneo, Nicaragua, Zululand, set of 6 Egypt, New South Wales O.S., 4 scarce 
Spanish, Servia, Turkey, St. Vincent, Porto Rico, Bermuda, United States of America, Peru. Dutch Indies, Republic of Colombia, 
and others scarce. This packet is highly recommended as being well worth 20/-; and if the stamps were bought separately it 
would come to over that amount. Post-free, 10/1.

N o. II.—T h e  G uinea P a ck et o f  R a re  U sed and U n used  S ta m p s  contains 200 varieties,
including Trinidad, Persia, obsolete Japan, official Mexico, Porto Rico, Antioquia, Ecuador, provisional Ceylon, South 
African Republic, Dutch Indies, provisional x88i British Guiana, Ivory Coast, Macao, Leeward Islands, surcharged Peru, Spanish, 
AuMrian( Levant, Gibraltar, Cubj, Argentine Republic, Egypt, Dhar, Servia, Greece unpaid, Guatemala, Nabha, set of 3 Chili, 
Shanghai, Hawaii, Brazil unpaid, and other obsolete issues, Bosnia, St. Thomas and Principe, Fiji Isles, Malta, obsolete 
Newfoundland, Honduras, British East Africa, British Hooduras, set of 4 Nicaragua, set o f 3 Philippine (Infant King), Argentine, 
Tasmania, Roumaoia, Guatemala, and others equally rare. Some of the stamps in this packet are worth from t/6 to 2/6 each. 
Post-free, at/-.

Price 1/. each, post-free, 1/1. THE IMPERIAL PACKETS OF

R are U sed and U nused Foreign Postage Stam ps.
Each contains Twenty Varieties! all Warranted Genuine.

No. 3 0  contains AngTa, provisional Macao/ Japan 2 sen, Cuba, Cyprus (obsolete), Brazil, Philippine,
provisional Ceylon, Rdumania, Bavaria 3 pf., India surcharged Lourenzo Marques, and other good stamps.

N o. 31 contain^ Hayti, Angola, Egypt (1879), Ecuador, British Bechuanaland, China, South Australia
O.S., official Italy, Cape of Good Hope, Madagascar,. Corea, and other good stamps.

No. 3 2  contains Zululand, Turkey, Brazil, Dutch Indies, Guatemala, Sweden (unpaid), Western Australia,
Faridkot, Russia, Greece, Jamaica, Transvaal, British Guiana, and other good stamps.

N o. 3 3  contains Japan, provisional Mauritius, surcharged Peru, Monaco, Transvaal, India Service and
Straits Settlements, Hayti, South Australia, Chili, Argentine, Nossi B£, and other good stamps.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S T B A N D ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .
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S T A N D A R D  G L I D E S  F O R  

S T A M P  C O L L E C T O R S .

STANLEY GIBBONS
PRICED CATALOGUE of the 
Postage Stamps of the World. 
Vol. I. Great Britain and Colonies.

Price, post-free, 2/9 .

Vol. II. The Rest of the World.
Price, post-free, 2 / 10 .

STAMPS AND 
STAMP COLLECTING.

By Major E. B. EVANS.
The Young Collector is frequently perplexed by 

the meaning of the various terms used in stamp 
collecting, and the fullest explanations o f these will 
be found in this book.

Price 2/3 in Paper Cover, or 4/3 strongly 
bound in Cloth.

A COLOUR DICTIONARY.
By B. W. WARHURST.

Specially prepared for stamp collectors, and illus
trated in sixty colours.

Price 2/8 in Paper Cover, or 4/8 bound 
in Cloth.

THE STAMP COLLECTOR.
By BACON & HARDY.

A ll about Collecting—its Origin and Development, 
History in Stamps, the Stamp Market, famous 
Collections, List o f Philatelic Societies, etc. etc.

347 Illustrations. 394 pages.
Price 4/10 post-free.

REPRINTS.
By E. D. BACON.

Will be found of the greatest use to collectors, and 
explains how to detect reprints and official imitations 
from genuine stamps.

Price 4/3 in Paper Cover, or 5/9 bound 
in Cloth.

THE “ IDEAL”  
PERFORATION GAUGE.

C a n  be c a rried  in  the p ock et, a n d  stam ps m easured 
w ith o u t re m o v in g  th em  from  the a lb u m .

Price 7d. post-free.

GUMMED 
STAMP MOUNTS.

T h e  “  S . G . ”  S ta m p  M o u n ts , in  t in  boxes, per 1000,

7d. post-free.
B etter q u a lity , in  three  sizes, p e r 1000,

i/- post-free.

TW EEZER S
For Handling and Sorting Stamps.

No. I .—Blunt ends, post-free, 2/7 ,
N o . 2 .— R o u n d  ends, post-free, 2 /1 .
N o . 3 .— P o in te d  ends ( in  use in  o u r  offices, a n d  

h ig h ly  recom m en de d), post-free, 2 / 1 . 
N o . 4 .— S m a ll size, p o inte d  o r  rou nd ed  ends, 

post-free, l / l .

STANLEY GIBBONS
HANDBOOKS. Paper

Cover.
Boutf 

in Cloth.
x. A /. 4

Portuguese India . • 4 9 . 6 3
South Australia * 9 9
Shanghai • S 3 • 7 9
Saint Vincent. • 5 3 * 7 9
Barbados • 7 9 . io 9
Rejnints . • 4  3 * 5 9
Grenada . • 7 9 . 9 9
Sicily • «  S a 30 5
Fiji . 3Q 6 • 2t 5

“ MY DUPLICATES”
A  sm a ll b u t  h a n d y  p o ck e t-b o o k , w it h  slips to  

co n ta in  duplicates o r  n e w  purchases. V e r y  useful. 

Post-free, 1/1.

A larger Pocket Collecting-Book,
w ith  large  pock et a t b a ck  a n d  patent fastening 

o n  Baja

P o s t - f r e e  2/7 .

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .
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COU N TRIES O P TH B W O R L D : GRBBCB.

By W. Percy BarnsdaH...................................................  3*S
TO PIC A L N OTES. By Charles J . Phllllpe ............... 3M
TH B ST A M P S  O F  SAM OA. By D .0 . 9 . ...................  3*9
A  C H RISTM A S D E A L. By W. Ward..........................  390
A  N O VBL C O M PE TITIO N ................................    39>
SOM E P O P U L A R  STAM PS. By"8*mleolon” .........  394
TH B P H IL A T E L IC  CONGRESS O P

SARAGOSSA. By Ernest Phillips . . . .V . ...................  39*
N O TE S ON T H E  POSTAGE ST A M P S OF

CH INA. By C. L. Harte-Leeelaee.....................................  39*
FOREIGN N OTES. By Frank Phillips........................  400
N E W  ISSU E S Ot DISCO VERIES. By Frank Phillips 40.
C O R R E SP O N D E N C E ........ .....................................  403
P H ILA TELIC  S O C IE T IE S ............................................  404
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Gibbons Stamp Weekly
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATE)

Gibbons Stamp Weekly
B O U N D  V O L U M E S .

“ Tbe monthly 3om»nal.”
The most popular Weekly Stamp Journal lor 

the general collector and specialist,

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colooies.
U.S.A.

and
Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months ... is. 8d. 40 C. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 „  ... 3s- 3d* 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

12 „ 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 ro. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G* S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall, Tlris will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
instead of folded as it would be if posted.

Contents.
*T*HE last number in each month is a special oumber 
1  that is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS, 

and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other combers are edited by CHAS. J. PHILLIPS, 
and contain amongst other subjects
The Countries of the World. By W. P. BarasdaiL
Topical Notes. By Chas. J. Phillips.
New Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
Bach number contains several Original Articles, deal* 

mg with every subject of use to toe Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World's Press.
A Special Feature is made of LETTERS FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS all over the World.
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
Answers to Correspondents,
About every other number contains an offer of a 

SPECIAL BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

Thb following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
front and back, and with all advertisements and covers bound 
in, can now be supplied: Prlet, pott-frn.

Period. f. tL
Vol. 1

*

■ »

n
>»

3
4

7 !
an. to June, 1905 . 25 o 
lily to Dec., 1905 . zo 6 
an. to June, 1900 . . 1 0  6 
uly to Dec., 1906 . 4 9

an. to June, 1907 . 4 9
uly to Dec., 1907 . 4 9
an. to June, 1908 . 4 9

These volumes are replete with useful information to all 
collectors.

The monthly Journal.
Thbsb are replete with interesting articles by the best writers 
of the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained in them.

Vols. z and 2 Out of print S. J .
Vol. 3 . . post-free 7 6

99 4 • »» 5 6
.. S • • • *9 5 0
„  6 . • »• 0 6
>» 7 • • • 9 6 0
„  8 . • 99 6 0
„  9 • 99 5 0
„  zo . • 99 5 0
„  Z2 . 99 4 0
.1 M • • 99 4 0
*• W • 99 40
„  zS . • 99 4 0
.. *7 • • 99 40
„  18 . • 99 4 0

EXAMINATION OP STAMPS.—Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
corners, and the scores or other tricks that are resorted to by 
the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only bjr experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion:— 
B. Bogus: Le. never existed ; F. Forged ; G. Genuine; G.F. 
Sump genuine, surcharge forged ; R. Reprint.

NOTICE. —Publishers of Magazines, &c«, who 
exchange with “ G. S. W.” are requested to be so 
kipdas, in--future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarra, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, Loodon, 
W.C.

Editorial Communications.—All communica- , 
dons intended for the Editors should be addressed fo

The Editors, G. S. W.t
391 Strand, London, W.C.

Correspondence.—The Editors regret that .they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the head of 
“  Answers to Correspondents."

Covers fo r  B inding V olumes.—Our publishers 
are now prepared to supply special covers for bindiqfc 
the numbers of Vol. V lf of Gibbons Stamp WmJUv in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Do you want to PURCHASE
a really cheap, specialised or general 
collection t If so, CONSULT OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER.
Do you want to S E L L

your collection, or any part of It, at 
tbe small commission of Ten per 
cent? If so, ENTER IT IN OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER,
aad the announcement will be seen 

* by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collector*, a greater publicity than 
yon can obtain by any other means.

Full conditions, mnd List of Tblrty-nlnn Col
lections entered on 1b# Register, sent post-free 

on demand*

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand ( M O ,  London, W.C.
a



G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W b b e l t .  
1 9  D b g .  19 0 8 . '

Philatelic Hampers for Xmas Gifts.
At XHAS time people send their friends hampers full of food things to eat, so why 

should not TOU send your Phllatelle FRIENDS Philatelic Hampers full of acceptable 'gifts? 
We hare prepared a series of Eight Hampers, varying In price from as. 6d, to £3, and each is 
the best possible value for the money. >

CONTENTS OF PHILATELIC HAMPERS.
In addition to the articles enumerated below, each Hamper contains a copy of Mr. C. J. Phillips’ interesting 

book “ FIFTY YEARS OF PHILATELY," a specimen copy of “ QIBBON8 STAMP WEEKLY," a list of cheap 8ET8 
AND PACKET8 OF 8TAMP8, and a list of ALBUM8 ANO PHILATELIC ACCE88ORIE8, etc.

The price o f  a ll Hampers includes free delivery to any address in Great Britain.

No. 1. Price 2s. 6d. Li,t ?ri<5;
i  Im p r o v e d  A l b u m .  N o .  O  .................  I o
i  B o x  io o o  S t a m p  H i n g e s ......................  o  6
i  Id e a l  P e r f o r a t io n  G a u g e .........................  o  6
i  W a t e r m a r k  D e t e c t o r  . ..............................  i  o

N o .  2  P a c k e t  (s o  d if f e re n t  S t a m p s )  o  6

3 6

No. 2. Price Ss.
i  I m p r o v e d  A l b u m .  N o .  O ...........  i  o
i  B o x  io o o  S t a m p  H i n g e s .............. o  6
i  Id e a l  P e r f o r a t io n  G a u g e  ....................  o  6
I  W a t e r m a r k  D e t e c t o r  ............................  i  o
I  P a i r  o f  S m a l l  T w e e z e r s  .......................  i  o

t o o  T r a n s p a r e n t  E n v e lo p e s . S iz e  A  . .  0 5
N o .  6 5  P a c k e t  (2 5 0  (E f f e re n t  S t a m p s )  2 o

6 5

No. 3. Price 7s. 6d.
1 S t r a n d  A l b u m .  N o .  1 4 ......................... 2 6
2 B o x e s  o f  1000 S t a m p  H i n g e s ...........  1 o
1 Id e a l P e r f o r a t io n  G a u g e  ......................  o  6
1 W a t e r m a r k  D e t e c t o r .................................  1 o
1 P a i r  o f  N o .  3 T w e e z e r s ......................... 2 o
1 c o p y  o f  My Duplicates ......................... 1 o

N o .  65 P a c k e t  (2 5 0  d if f e re n t  S t a m p s )  2 □

10 o

No. 4. Price 10s.
1 S t r a n d  A l b u m .  N o .  15 \  r

or 1 I m p r o v e d  A l b u m .  N o .  3  / ................ 5 0
2 B o x e s  o f  1000 S t a m p  H i n g e s ...........  1 o
1 Id e a l P e r f o r a t io n  G a u g e  ......................  o  6
1 W a t e r m a r k  D e t e c t o r .................................  1 o
1 P a i r  o f  N o .  3 T w e e z e r s ......................... 2 o
1 c o p y  o f  M y Duplicates ............................ 1 o

N o .  6 6  P a c k e t  (5 0 0  d if f e re n t  S t a m p s )  4  o

14 6

No. 5. Price 15s.
1 S t r a n d  A lb u r n .  N o ,  17 \

or 1 I m p r o v e d  A l b u m .  N o .  4  /  ..............
2 Boxes o f  1000 S t a m p  H in g e s ..........
1 Id e a l  P e r f o r a t io n  G a u g e  ......................
1 W a t e r m a r k  D e t e c t o r ......................... ..
1 V a d e  M e c n m  \

or 1 P a i r  o f  N o .  1 T w e e z e r s  / ....................
1 c o p y  o f  Stamps and Stamp Collecting

7  6

1 o
0  6
1 o
a 6 

I o

No. 6. Price 16s.—Continued.
L i s t  P r ic e .

X. d.
I  N o .  13 C o lle c t in g  B o o k ........................  1 6

100  T r a n s p a r e n t  E n v e lo p e s . B ................. o  6
N o .  6 6  P a c k e t  (5 0 0  d iff e re n t  S t a m p s ) 4  o  
N o .  6  P a c k e t  (1 0 0  d iff e re n t  S t a m p s ) 1 6

No. 6. Price £1.
I  Id e a l A l b u m .  N o .  1 . . . .  
1 c o p y  C a ta lo g u e . P a r t  I  .

10
2
2

B o x e s  o f  1 00 0  S t a m p  H i n g e s ...........  1
Id e a l P e r f o r a t io n  G a u g e  ......................  o
W a t e r m a r k  D e t e c t o r ................................. 1
M a g n if y in g  G l a s s ................................  5
P a ir  o f  N o .  3 T w e e z e r s ......................... 2

I  c o p y  o f  My Duplicates ........................  1
N o .  6 6  P a c k e t  (5 0 0  d iff e re n t  S t a m p s ) 4

29

No. 7. Price £1 10s.
Id e a l A l b u m .  N o .  i  ..............................  10
S e t o f  C a ta lo g u e s  ......................................  5
B o x e s  o f  io o o  S t a m p  H i n g e s ...........  i
Id e a l P e r f o r a t io n  G a u g e  ...................... o
W a t e r m a r k  D e t e c t o r ................................. i
P a i r  o f  N o .  3 T w e e z e r s ......................... 2
M a g n if y in g  G l a s s ......................................... $
N o .  13 C o lle c t in g  B o o k ......................... t

1
IS

2 0 0  T r a n s p a r e n t  E n v e lo p e s . B  
N o .  6 7  P a c k e t  (1 0 0 0  v a r ie t ie s )

No 8. Price £3.
1 Id e a l A l b u m .  N o .  3 ..............................  25
1 L e a t h e r  C a se  f o r  a b o v e  ........................  17
1 S e t  o f  C a ta lo g u e s  ......................................  5
5 B o x e s  o f  io o o  S t a m p  H i n g e s ...........  2
1 Id e a l P e r f o r a t io n  G a u g e  ..................  o
I  W a t e r m a r k  D e t e c t o r .................................  1
1 P a i r  o f  N o .  3 T w e e z e r s ......................... 2
1 M a g n if y in g  G l a s s ......................................... 5
1 N o .  17 C o lle c t in g  B o o k ........................  2

2 0 0  T r a n s p a r e n t  E n v e lo p e s . B ............... 1
1 N o .  73 L e a t h e r  P o c k e t  W a l le t  . . . .  3

N o .  6 7  P a c k e t  (1 0 0 0  v a r ie t ie s ) . . .  15

4 2  6

8 0  6

3



Special Bargains
For G.S.W. Readers.

I B 1 S 5 I N I 1Postage Due Stamps. 
1 8 9 6 .

Type 1 overprinted with Type 21.

P O R T R A IT  OF T H E

EMPEROR MENELIK.

4  g u e r c h e , li la c -b ro w n .
8  , ,  v io le t .

1 6  , ,  b la c k .

T h e Catalogue Price of 
these Stam ps is 2 /9 .

S p e c ia l  B a rg a ir ) P r ic e
For the Set of Three Stamps, as above, 

unnsed and mint,

I s .

* ■>
Gibbons S tamp Weekly,

19 Dec. 1908.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UNUSED UNLE8S OTHERWISE STATED.

IN D O -C H IN A .
Cat. No. 1907. Type 10. Large stamp. s. d.
63. 1 fr., bl^ck and lake . , used . o 3

M O Z A M B IQ U E  CO.
1894-7. Typ* 2- Arms.

33. 50 r., blue (perf. 12 J)  ' . . . 0 9
34 50 r. .» ( » E) . . . 1 0
42. 300 r., blue on pale brown (perf. 12 h)used r  o
43. 500 r , black (pert 12 J)  . . ,, 2 0
49. 25 r ., deep green (perf. 13 !)  . ,, 0 6
51. jo  r ., blue (pert 13&) . . . 2 6
58. 500 r., black (pert 134) . used 2 o

1895. Provisionals on stamps o f Mozambique.

60. 50 r., deep blue (perf. 1 24) . . used 1 6
61. 50 r., pale blue (perf. 134) . . , , 3 0

P O R T U G U E S E  G U IN E A .
18 8 1-5 . Crown Type o f Cape Verdt 

overprinted G u i N E.

17. 20 r., pale bistre . (perf. 124). used O 9
23. 100 r., slate-lilac • ( >9 124). >» O 9
24. ico  r., dull lilac . ( ♦ 9» 124). »> 0

25/26. 200 r., orange ( »» 124). 1 3
28. 300 r., yellow-brown ( 99 124). >9 6
33. 20 r., pale bistre . ( it I 3t ) . »» 6
37. 100 r., lilac-grey . ( >* *34) - 9 O 9
47. 20 r ., rosine . ( >34) . *9 0

S E R V IA .
1905. Type 17. K in g  Peter. H igh values.

207. I din., buff . used I o
208. 3 „  blue-green . . . , , 1 6
209. 5 , ,  violet . „  i  6

S IA M .
1907- Provisioftals. L argefu cal stam psoverprinted.

158. 1 0 1. ,  olive-green . . used 7 6
159. 2 0 1., ,, • .. 25 0
160. 4 0 1., „ .  „  40 0

S T R A IT S  S E T T L E M E N T S .
1907. Labuan, Crown Type, overprinted. . 

132. 1 c., black and violet . • 6 o

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BRO ADW AY.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N .
i
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G R E A T  R E D U C T I O N  I N  P R I C E .

Pocket Magnifying Glass

No. 1092.

By placing very considerable orders for these M ag
nifying Glasses, . we have been able to make a 
substantial reduction in price.

The Glass consists of two specially worked lenses, 
mounted in a handsome polished black horn frame, 
and folds up compactly for the pocket. The  lenses 
may be used singly, or together, should a very high 
power be required.

The Glass is a b s o lu te ly  id e n tic a l with that 
formerly sold at 7s. 6d., and at the present price, 
cannot be'equalled elsewhere.

Price 4 s . Post-free, 4/1; abroad, 4/4.

PH ILATELIC HAM PERS
F O R  X M A S  G I F T S .

A t XM AS time people send their friends hampers fu ll. 
of good things to eat, so why should not Y O U  send 
your Philatelic FR IEN D S  Philatelio Hampers full of 
-------------------------------- acceptable gifts. -------------------------------

W e  h ave  p rep ared  a  series o f E ig h t  H a m p e rs , v a ry in g  in  price  
fro m  2s. 6d. to  an d  each  is th e  b es t possib le v a lu e  fo r th e  
m o n e y . In  each  case th e re  a re  s u b s ta n tia l red u c tio n s  frdm  
o u r lis t  p rice , and  th e  p rice  q u o ted  inc ludes free  c a rr ia g e  to  

a n y  ad d ress  in  G re a t B r ita in .

Each [Hamper -contains everything necessary to start a Stamp 
Collection, and 'the more expensive the Hamper, the more complete 
— — ■—  -------------------  is , the Outfit. -------------------------------

ORDER EARLY. . For full particulars see page 3.
5
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10 Die. 1008.

STANLEY GIBBONS’
--------------------- LIS TS  O F ---------------------

Christmas Presents.
PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS & REQUISITES,

Post*free to
6d. to lOS. 6d. Gt̂Britain.

“ I D E A L ”  P E R F O R A T IO N  G A U G E  . . 0 7
T H E  “ 8 .0 . "  S T A M P  H IN G E S , 1000 in tin  box .  . . 0 7
T H E  " I M P R O V E D "  S T A M P  A L B U M , N o . 0 ;  192 pages . 1 3
“ M Y  D U P L I C A T E S ”  . . 1 1
W A T E R M A R K  D E T E C T O R  . . 1 2
“ S T A M P  C O L L E C T IN G  A S  A  P A S T I M E ”  . . 1 3
S T O C K  A L B U M , N o . 13, pocket size . . 1 7
T W E E Z E R S  F O R  H A N D L IN G  S T A M P S , N o . 2, sm all . 2 1
“ S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  C O L L E C T IN G ,”  paper cover . . 2 3
P H I L A T E L I S T ’S  C O L L E C T IN G  B O O K , N o. 17 . 2 8
T W E E Z E R S  F O R  H A N D L IN G  S T A M P S , N o. 1, large . 2 7
C O LO U R  D IC T IO N A R Y , new edition, paper cover .  . . . 2 8
T H E  “ S T R A N D ”  S T A M P  A L B U M , N o . 14, 320 pages 2 11
T U C K  C A S E  F O B  W A IS T C O A T , N o . 70, morocco . . . 2 7
“ V A D E  M E C U M ,”  for m ounting stamps . . 2 8
S T A M P  C A T A L O G U E , B R I T I S H  E M P I R E  . . 2 9

„  „  F O R E IG N  2 10
T H E  “ IM P R O V E D ”  S T A M P  A L B U M , N o . 2, 304 pages . . 4 0
L I M P  M O R O C C O  L E T T E R  C A S E , N o. 73 . . 3 7
I V O R Y  P O C K E T  R U L E , inches and mm. . . . 3 7
M OROCCO  L E T T E R  C A S E , w ith  book, N o. 74 . 4 1
G E N T S  C A R D  C A S E , N o. 71 . 4 7
“ P O R T U G U E S E  I N D I A ”  H A N D B O O K , paper cover . . 4 9
“ R E P R I N T S  O F P O S T A L  A D H E S I V E S ,"  paper cover . . . 4 3
“ T H E  S T A M P  C O L L E C T O R ,”  in cloth 4  10
M A G N I F Y I N G  G L A S S  . . . 5 1
P H I L A T E L I S T S  C O L L E C T IN G  B O O K , N o . 18 . 5 4
T H E  “ IM P R O V E D ”  S T A M P  A L B U M , N o. 3, 304 pages . 5 6
T H E  “ S T R A N D "  S T A M P  A L B U M , N o . 15, 400 pages, w ith maps . 5 6
B E S T  M OROCCO  L E T T E R  C A S E , N o. 75 . . 5 8
“ S H A N G H A I ”  H A N D B O O K , paper cover . . . . 5 3
“ S T . V I N C E N T ”  „  „  . . 5 3
D U P L I C A T E  A L B U M  N o. 11, 72 pockets . . 5 4
“ M U L B E A D Y  E N V E L O P E S  A N D  C A R I C A T U R E S ,”  cloth . . 6 5
B E S T  M OROCCO  P U R S E , N o . 76 . . 6 7
A L B U M  W E E D S , 2  vo la  each 7 11
T H E  “ I M P R O V E D "  S T A M P  A L B U M  N o  4, 368 pages . - 8  0
“ K I N G ’S  O W N ”  S T A M P  A L B U M , K .O . I  (B lan k  A lbum ) .  . 8 0
B L A N K  A L B U M  N o . 3 1 . . 8 0
“ S T R A N D "  A L B U M  N o . 17, interleaved, 400 pages, w ith  maps . 8 0
S U R C H A R G E  M E A S U R E R  . . 7 7
D U P L I C A T E  A L B U M , N o. 12, 144 p ockets. .  . . 9 0
“ S T R A N D "  A L B U M  N o. 16, 400 pages, w ith maps .  . 9 0
“ I D E A L "  A L B U M  N o. 1  (all the world in one vol.) . . 1 0  7

For full particulars, see Prospectus, post-free on application.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .
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Gibbons Stamp W**k l y ,
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S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S '
LISTS OF

Christmas Presents
PACKETS OF STAMPS.

No. of 
Packet.

202 40 varieties, used or unused Europe

Price post* 
in Great Bri

S. d. 
1 1

6 IOO 11 II World 1 7
152 30 M ,, or unused Australasia . 1 7

7 IOO II II World 2 1
14 25 It It II French Colonial 2 1
65 250 It tt 11 World 2 1

112 25 1 1 tl tt Asia 2 1
142 20 tt II West Indies. 2 1
18 40 11 unused World 2 7

122 25 it used or unused Africa 2 7
113 40 it II II Asia 3 7
66 500 ti II II World 4 1

117 3° 11 It II Asia 4 1
153 3° 11 It II Australasia . 4 7

8 IOO 11 II II obsolete 5 1
9 200 it II It Foreign 5 1

20 60 ,, unused World 5 1
114 40 it used or unused Asia 6 7
70 500 11 It II Europe 7 8
71 125 11 II It Asia 7 7
72 125 11 tt II Africa .. 7 7
73 105 11 tl tl Australasia . 7 7
74 125 it It II West Indies . 7 7
75 125 11 II tt South America 7 7
76 100 tt tl II North America 7 7
77 100 »> II Central America 7 7

The last eight packets are a ll different, and i f  ordered a t one tim e cost only 55 0

10 IOO varieties used or unused, World 10 1
116 45 II It II Asia 12 1
67 1000 It 1* II World 15 0

115 5° It 1 1 l> Asia 16 7
1 1 200 « t 11 World 2 1 0

118 40 It It >1 Asia 2 1 1
68 1500 It It tl World 35 0
69 2000 II tl II 60 0
69a  3000 It tt II It 170 0
69b 4000 tt tt II n • 280 0

F o r fu rth er particulars see Prospectus, post-free on application

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L I M I T E D
3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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Gibbons Stamp Weekly, >
19 Dec. 1908.

S ta m p  C o llectio n s R e g is te r
W E  have m any collections offered to  \is that for one reason or another we do not wish ta p u r 

chase, and we have therefore decided to open this S tam p  C ollections R eg ister in order to 
bring under the notice o f our 12,000 readers o f the Stam p W eekly  the different pro

perties that m ay be placed in our hands. In addition to publishing this R eg ister  in our paper we 
also issue the R eg ister  in pamphlet form and send it to a  large num ber o f good buyers who do 
not subscribe to G .S . W.

T h e  following will be the first conditions that must be agreed to when we enter a collection 
upon this R egister.

1st.— T h e  o w n er in  a ll cases to  fix the price at w h ic h  his collection  is offered for sale 
2 nd .— T h e  o w n er to p a y  us the sum o f  one guinea {£1  i s . )  for expenses before w e  enter a  collection in 

ou r Register.
3 rd .— T h e  ow ner to pay us a com m ission o f ten per cent (1 0  % )  upon the a m o u n t at w h ic h  w e sell 

his collection.
a th .— C ollections should be sent to 391 S t ra n d , L ondon, in  ord er that a careful and  detailed 

description m a y  be w ritte n.
5 th .— C ollections m a y  be inspected at 391 St ra n d , W .C . -  ,
6 th .— T h e  buyer w il l  not be required to pay a n y  com m ission  o f  a ny. k i n d . .
7 th .— U n d e r  no circum stances w ill the nam e o f the b uye r o r seller be d iv u lg e d .
8 tb .— N o  collection w ill  be entered in  this Register at a less price th an  T w e n t y  Pounds.
9 th .— C ollections are offered w ith o u t a n y  guarantee on  the part o f S ta n le y  G ib b o n s , L t d . , e ither as to 

' the genuineness o r c on ditio n  o f the s ta m p s ; but S . G . ,  L t d . ,  are  w illin g  to report o n  a ny 
- stamps in C ollections on the Register at th eir usual term s.

10th.—Collectors are advised to fix the very lowest price they will accept, in the first instance, as this 
will ensure a quicker sale and save correspondency.

n th .—It will greatly facilitate a sale i f  the owner will calculate the current catalogue price of his 
stamps. ** '*

No. 38. i
A SPECIALIZED COLLECTION OF

POSTAGE &  OFFICIAL -

STAM PS OF GREAT BRITAIN
\ N e a tly  a r r a n g e d i n a  "Blank A lb u m .  (

The early Stamps are mostly used, in fine condition, and include many fine shades. In-the later issues there 
are many blooks of four, six, etc., and part sheets of the lower values ; a number.of the Stamps have 
Colonial.cancellations. The Official Stamps are a very good lot and.include a considerable number of 
unused blocks ; for instance, of the Army Official, there are the following unusetl:—

Id., block of 24. 
id., green, block of 24.
6d., rose, 2  blooks eaeh of 9. ,<
id., 2 blocks of 9. c
Id., 1 block of 8 ; 3 of 4. ’ c
6d., block of 4. / ” ' "

OF T H E  U S E D  O F F IC IA L S  T H E R E  A R E  M A N Y  R OW 8 .

Queen’s Head.
n

»  »
King’s -Head.

n  n

»  w

The owner states the Catalogae V a lu e  is  about £ 90 , and is W illin g  to accept the 
REDUCE!) price and V ery  loW  figure of

£ 3 5  f o r  p r o m p t  c a s h .

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Limited, .391 Strand, London, W.C.
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Gibbons Stamp W eekly,
26 Dec. 1908.

Gibbons Stamp LUeekly
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

Gibbons Stamp Uleekly
BOUND VOLUME8.

“ Tbc monthly 3ounnal.”
The most popular Weekly Stamp Journal for 

the general collector and specialist*

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence with 
the current number, and can be for 3* 6, or 12 
months at the following rates, post-free

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.
U.S.A.

and
Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months ... is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 ............ 3s- 3<L 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

12  „ 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S. W, from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, 
Instead of folded as it would be if posted.

Contents.
*T*HB last number In each month is a special number 
*  that Is edited by MAJOR EDWARD B. BVANS, 

and which contains Original Articles by the leading 
writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by CHAS. J. PHILLIPS, 
and contain amongst other subjects:—
The Countries of the World. By w . P. BamsdalL
Topical Motes. By Cbas. J. Phillips.
Mew Issues and Discoveries. A Special Feature.

By Frank Phillips.
Each number contains several Original Articles, deal.

ing with every subject of use to the Stamp Collector. 
Notes from the World’s Press.
A Special Feature Is made of LETTERS FROM OUR 

CORRESPONDENTS all over the World. 
Philatelic Societies* Reports*
Answers to Correspondents.
About every other number contains an offer of a 

SPECIAL BARGAIN to Subscribers.
Many numbers will contain n List of Stamps we wish 

to purchase for cash.

Thb following volumes, well bound in red art cloth, lettered 
front and back, and with all advertisements and covers bound
in, can now be supplied

Period.
Price, post-free,

s. d.
Vol. to June, 1905

uly
an.

to
to

Dec,
June,

1905
1900

uly to Dec, 1906
an.
uly

to June, 1907
to Dec, 1907

an. to June, 1908

25
10
xo
4444

These volumes are replete with useful information to all 
collectors.

The monthly Journal.
These are replete with interesting articles by the best writers 
of the past eighteen years, and a set should be in the library of 
every stamp collector; their cost will be returned tenfold by the 
useful information you will find contained in them.

Vote. 1 and 2 Out of print X. d.
Vol. 3 . . post-free 7 6

4 • ♦ ♦ 19 5 6
"  i  •„  0 .

♦ • »f S0
6

.. 7 • • • 99 6 0
11 » • • • • 99 6 0
.. 9 • • • 99 5 0
„  10 . • • 99 5 0
„  12 . ♦ • 9» 4 0
.. »4 • • • *9 4 0
.. *5 • • • • 9* 4 0
•» 10 . • • 99 4 0
,, »7 • • • 99 4 0

18 . • • ■ 99 4 0

EXAMINATION OP STAMPS.—Owing to the great number of 
forgeries being offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert examination of 
surcharges, cancellations, perforations, added margins and 
comers, and the scores of other tricks that are resorted to by 
the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, whose time 
is valuable, we have found it necessary to increase our charges, 
which in future will be as follows: xs. per stamp, postage and 
registration extra.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on sheets, with 
sufficient space above each stamp for the insertion of the 
desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an opinion 
B. Bogus: i.e. never existed; F. Forged ; G. Genuine; G.F. 
Stamp genuine, surcharĝ forged ; R. Reprint.

NOTICE.—Publishers of Magazines, Ac., who 
exchange with G. S. W. are requested to be so kind 
as, in future, to send one copy of their publica
tions direct to Major EVANS, Glenarm, Longton 
Avenue, Sydenham, and a second to Messrs. 
STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, 
W.C.
* E ditorial Communications.—All communica
tions intended for the Editors should be addressed to

The Editor?, G. S. W.t
* 391 Strand, London, W.C.
* Correspondence. —The Editors regret that they 
have no time for direct correspondence. All letters 
requiring a reply will be dealt with under the bead of 
" 4 Answers to Correspondents.”

Co vers for B inding V olumes.—Our publishers 
are now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V I11 of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in 
art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Do you want to PURCHASE
a really cheap, specialized or general 
collection? If so, CONSULT OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS BEG1STEB.
Do you want to SE L L

your collection, or any part of it, at 
the small commission of Ten per 
cent? If so, ENTER IT IN OUR

STAMP COLLECTIONS REGISTER
and the announcement will be seen 
by more than Twenty Thousand 
Collectors, a greater publicity than 
you can obtain by any other means.

Full conditions, and List of Thirty-nine* Col* 
lections entered on the Register, sent post-free 

on demand.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d  ( * • & ) ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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Gibbous Stamp Weekly, 
20 Dec. 1608.

Philatelic Hampers for Xroas Gifts*
A t  X M A S  tim e  people send  th e ir  fr ie n d s  h am p ers fu ll  o f  good th in g s  to  eat, so w h y  

should not YOU send you r P h ila te lic  F R IE N D S  P h ila te lic  H am p ers fu l l  o f  accep tab le g ift s ?  
W e h a v e  prepared  a  series  o f  E l fh t  H am p ers, v a ry in g  in  p rice  fro m  2s. Sd. to S 3 , an d  each is  
th e  best possib le v a lu e  fo r  th e  m oney,

CONTENTS OF PHILATELIC HAMPERS.
In addition to the artioles enumerated below, each Hamper contains a copy of Mr. C. d. Phillips' interesting 

book “ FIFTY YEAR3  OF PHILATELY," a specimen copy of “ GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY," a list of cheap SET8 
AND PACKET8 OF-8TAMP8, and a list of ALBUMS AND PHILATELIC ACCE8 8 0 RIE8, etc.

The price o f  a ll Hampers includes free delivery to any address in Great Britain,

No. 1. Price 2s. 6d. Li5,?ric£
i Im proved Album . No. 0 ..............  I o
i B o x  iooo Stam p Hinges ................... o 6
i Ideal Perforation G a u g e .....................  o 6
i W aterm ark D e te c to r ............................  i o

No. 2 Packet (50 different Stam ps) o 6

3 6

No. 2. Price 5s.
i  Im proved Album . No. 0 ...............  I o
i B o x  iooo Stam p Hinges .................  o 6
i Ideal Perforation Gauge .................  o  6
i  W aterm ark D etector ........................  i o
i P a ir o f Sm all Tweezers .................... i o

too Transparent Envelopes. Size A  . .  0 5
No. 65 Packet (250 difierent Stam ps) 2 o

6 5

No. 3. Price 7s. 6d.
1 Strand Album . No. 1 4 .....................  2 6
2 Boxes of 1000 Stam p H in g e s .......... 1 o
1 Ideal Perforation Gauge ................... o 6
1 W aterm ark D e te c to r ............................  1 o
1 P a ir of No. 3 T w e e z e rs .....................  2 o
1 copy of M y D uplicates .....................  1 o

No. 65 Packet (250 difierent Stam ps) 2 o

10  o

No. 4. Price 10 s.
1 Strand Album . N o. 15  \  t n

or 1 Im proved Album . No. 3 / .............. '  0
2 Boxes o f 1000 Stam p H in g e s .......... 1 o
1 Ideal Perforation Gauge .................  o  6
1 W aterm ark D e te c to r ...........................  1 o
I  P a i r  o f  N o .  3 T w e e z e r s .......................  2 o
1 copy o f M y D uplicates ......................  1 o

No. 66 Packet (500 difierent Stam ps) 4 O

14  6

No. 5. Price 15s.
1 Strand Album . No. 17  \

or 1  Im proved Album . No. 4  /  ............
2  Boxes o f 1000 Stam p H in g e s ..........
1 Ideal Perforation Gauge .................■.
1  W aterm ark D e te c to r ............................
1  Vade Mecum ’ * \

or 1  P a ir o f No. 1  Tweezers / .................
1  copy o f Stam ps and Stam p Collecting

7 6
1 o
0 6
1 o

2 6 

I o

No. 6. Price 16s.—Continued.
List Price.

s. d.
1 No. 13  Collecting B ook .....................  1 6

100 Transparent Envelopes. B ..............  o 6
No. 66 Packet (500 different Stam ps) 4 • o 
No. 6 Packet (100  different Stam ps) 1 6

2 1 o

No. 6. Price £1.
1 Ideal Album . No. 1  ...................  10  o
1 copy Catalogue. P a rt  I  .................  2 6
1 „  „  „  I I  ................. 2 6
2 Boxes o f iooo Stam p H in g e s .......... 1 o
1 Ideal Perforation G auge ...................  o 6
1 W aterm ark D e te c to r ............ ................ 1 o
i  M agnifying G l a s s ...................................  5 o
1 P a ir  o f N o. 3 T w e e z e rs .................... 2 o
1 copy o f M y D uplicates ...................  1 o

No. 66 Packet (500 different Stam ps) 4 o

29 6

No. 7. Price £1 10s.
i Ideal Album . No. i  ........................  10 o
I Set of Catalogues ...............................  5 o
3 Boxes of iooo Stam p H in g e s ........  I 6
i Ideal Perforation Gauge .................. o 6
i W aterm ark D e te c to r ........................... i o
i P a ir of No. 3 T w e e z e rs .................... 2 o.
1 M agnifying G l a s s .................................. 5 O
1 No. 13  Collecting B ook  .................. i 6

200 Transparent Envelopes. B ...............  1 o
No. 67 Packet (1000 varieties) . . .  13 °

42 6

No 8. Price £3.
i Ideal Album . No. 3 .......................... 25 o
1 Leather Case for a b o v e ..................    17  6
1 Set o f Catalogues ...................................... 5 o
5 B oxes o f iooo Stam p H in g e s .......... 2 6
1 Ideal Perforation G auge ...................  o  6
I W aterm ark D e te c to r ............................  1 o
I P a ir o f N o. 3 T w e e z e rs .....................  2 o
1 M agnifying G l a s s ................................. — 5 o
1 No. 1 7  Collecting B o o k ................  , 2  6

200 Transparent Envelopes. B ..............  I o
1 No. 73  Leather Pocket W a lle t-----  3 6

No. 67 Packet (1000 varieties) . . .  15  o

8 0  6
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*

Special Bargains
For G.S.W. Readers.

COLOMBIA
1 8 8 6 - 9 .

Type 41. Arms.

5 pesos, black.
(Cat. No. 216.)

T h is Stam p is Catalogued 
at 40s.

S p e c ia l  B a rg a ir i P r ic e
For the above Stamp, 

unused and mint,

3s. 6d.

Gibbous Stamp Weekly,
20 Dec. 1908

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UNUSED UNLE8S OTHERWISE STATED.

CRETE.
1908. Type 9. O verprinted E A A A 2 ,  in  black.

s. d.
10 1 . ,  s c a r l e t .................................... 1 0

MOZAMBIQUE.
Cat. No. 1877-85. Crown Type.
23. 25 r., rose (perf. 13 J)  . . . used 2 6
34. 10 r., blue-green (perf. 12$). . ,, 0 9

PORTUGUESE INDIA.
1880-I. Crown Type. P erf. 13 J .  Thick paper. 

104. 25 r , d u ll m auve  . . . used 7 6

1881. E a rly  type, surcharged.
115. 5 on  15 r . ,  rose . . . . used 1 3

1 89 5-1 90 0. Types 24 and  25. K in g Carlos.
292 . 4 P. , b lue (p e r t  12$) . . used 5 0
317. 2 ru p . ( v io le t on ye llo w • »» 6 0

1902. Provisionals. Various types.
319. 1 r. on 2 t . ,  b lue  (p erf. 124) . 0 .?
320 . 1 r. on 2 t. , b lue (p e rf. 134) . 0 6
321 . 1 r. on 6 r . ,  green . used 0 3
325. 2 J  r. on 9 r . , lilac , , 0 4
327 . 3  r . on 44 r . ,  pale orange . . 1 3
327. 3 T‘ on 4 i  r. „ . used I 3

RIO DE ORO.
1908. Type 3 surcharged with Type 7, in  black.

15 c. on 75 c .,  o ra n g e -b ro w n  . . 7 6
15 c. on 75 c. , ,  . used 7 6

1908. Type 3 surcharged with Type 6, in  red.
10 c. on  50 c ., d u ll p urple  . . . 8 6

TOLIMA.
1903. Arms Types. Revised prices.

100/101. 10 c .,  b lue (im p e rf .) .  . . 0 1
113. 1 p  , b ro w n  (p e r f  12) .  . used o  4
117. t o  p . ,  b la ck on pale  blue (p erf. 12) 2 o

UNITED STATES.
1908. N ew  issue. H ead o f Washington.

2 c . , c a r m i n e ..........................................0 2

VENEZUELA.
1902. Type 33. E rro r, overprint “  1 900”  omitted.
277. 5 c .,  o r a n g e .................................................... 0 3
277a. 10 c . ,  v e r m i l i o n .................................................... 0 3

—  25 c . ,  b lue .  . .  . 0 4
278.  ,50  c .,  ye llo w -g re e n  . . 0 4

1905. N ational Congress; Commemorative Stamp. 
404. 25 c ., pale ye llo w  . . . . 1 0

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON.
NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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Philatelic Societies
Bath Philatelic Society

Prooldont: B. D. Pop*,
Hoit. Soerotary s C. J. Proctor,

The usual fortnightly meeting of this Society was held at 
the headquarters, Bath Church Institute, 18 November, 
the President, Mr. B. D. Pope, being in the chair. There 
was a good attendance considering the inclemency of the 

' weather, those present including Messrs. H. Vandespar, 
F. J. Warwick, F. E. Halgh, W. G. Olds, Norman 
Horley, H. J. Norman, G. B. Caple, F. J. Nokes, and
C. J. Preater (Hon. Secretary). Two new members were 
elected. The evening's programme consisted of ‘ Five 
Minute Papers by Members.' The fiist to be read was by 
Mr. W. j .  Titley (who was unavoidably absent through 
business), the paper being undertaken by one of the mem
bers, on the rare Moldavian (Roumama) stamp of 1858 
(first issue). This is one of the very rare stamps of the 
European countries. The second paper was by Mr. War* 
wick, on the “ Prince Consort Essay." Although not a 
stamp in the strict sense o f the word, yet the engraving is 
one of the most beautiful pieces of the engraver’s art. 
The specimen copy which Mr. Warwick brought was 
much admired. The third paper was by Mr. Haigh, on 
the “ Mulready " envelopes, an enlarged drawing of the 
same being shown, and the fourth paper w as by Mr. Olds 
on “ The Stamps of Malta," aoa be exhibited a set, 
mounted in a frame. Votes of thanks having been passed 
to the various members for their papers, a very instructive 
evening was brought to a close.

Junior Philatelic Society
Pmidont; Prod J. Hololll*.
Annua! 8uboorlptl*o 1 2*. $d.
Cntrano* foo 1 So. Bd. Ho Cntrmnoo foo for ladlot or for 

Junior*.
On Saturday, 5 December, Major Evans gave a display, 
with notes, o f Ocean Penny Postage Envelopes. These 
envelopes were first designed about sixty years ago in 
connection with the League of Universal Brotherhood. 
They were issued with the intent! n of stirring up public 
opinion to the numerous advantages that would accrue to 
commerce from a universal penny postage rate, and thus 
bringing about by popular feeling theur much - desired 
reform. The majority of the envelopes were designed and 
printed by James Valentioc of Dundee, and the designs 
are both ingenious and novel. Apparently the League of 
Universal Brotherhood bad other interests besides those of 
postal reform, for a number of envelopes were shown in 
connection with the League, emblematic of Peace and 
Commerce, Anti-Slavery, Intemperance, and Sunday 
Labour in the Post Office. Ooe o f the Anti-Slavery 
envelopes bore designs from Uncle Tom’s Cabin, while 
several of the Evils of Intemperance envelopes were illus
trated with Hogarth designs. At the close, Mr. Douglas ElUs 
proposed, and Mr. ColUos seconded, a very hearty vote of 
thanks to Major Evans for his very interesting display and 
notes, which was carried with acclamation.

Mr. S. R. Tu< ner then gaveadisplay o f “ Old Letter Sheets 
prior to i l ^ j "  amoog which were some very nice things; the 
very interesting London sd. post was very fully represented 
and there were alsoa number ofColonial, Italian, and French 
covers. Mr. Sberbourne supplemented Mr. Turner’s d'sp’ay 
by showing a Dockwra cover. At the dose o f the display, 
Mr. F. J. Melville proposed, and Mr. Tims seconded, a 
heartyvote o f  thanks to Mr. Turne-, which was carried with 
enthusiasm.

Leeds Philstellc Society
Prooldonti C. W. Harding.
Hooting* 1 Tooodago (7.16  p.m.\ Boom B8, Lood* Inoiltut*, 

COoMdgo Btroot.
Hop. 8»er*tary t 7. 8. Frc—r, 8 2  Qrhntal 7orrafi0, Arming, 

Loodo.
Annual SuboortpHcm .*• i s

At  the meeting of tbrs Society held on 18 November 
Mr. A. H. Stamford, of the Bradford Society, gave a dis
play, with notes, o f the Pictorial Issues o f New Zealand.

There was a good attendance, in spite o f  the dense fog 
which prevailed, although Mr. Stamford was the only 
member from the Bradford Society who was preseot.

t The stamps were in two portions, the lint arranged In 
singles and pairs according to Stanley Gibbons* catalogue, 
and tbe other one in blocks. The latter comprised 
numerous shades and perforations, many o f them un
catalogued.

Three new members were elected.

Leicester Philatelic Society
Prooldonti Dr. B. Mllboumo Wo*t.
Hon. 8 0 0 . ; P. V. Santomt, Tonnyoon S tm t, $ t. Jamot' 

Bead, Loloootor.
Hooting0  t Wlnohttttr Houoo, Wolford Plaoo, Loloootor.

T he members and friends of this Society met at the 
Memorial Hall, New Walk, on 19 November, for a small 
exbjbition of postage stamps and lantern lecture. The 
exhibits were arranged in two classes, and a prize was 
offered for each section for the best exhibit. That in 
Class I for advanced collectors was awarded to Mr. Thos. 
B. Widdowson fo a display of Sey. belles. In Class 
II, Dr. A. E. Payne was successful with a display of Great 
Br tain. Other displays that were shown included Cyprus 
and Gibraltar, Dr. R. M. West; U.S.A. Proofs, Mr. A. H* 
Faulks; South Australia, Mr. C. A. Stephenson; Gambia, 
Mr. P. V. Sansome, etc. etc.

Tbe President of the Society, Dr. R. M. West, then 
addressed the audience, and introduced Mr. Franz 
Reichenheim, President of the Herts Philatelic Society, 
who delivered bis lecture “  Stamps of France," Sower type, 
which was illustrated by lantern slides. Tbe lecturer 
showed the various designs made, and the rapid changes 
that had taken place in the short time the stamps had been 
in existence. All the alterations And flaws in the engraving 
and printing were lucidly explained by Mr. Reichenheim, 
who possesses a knowledge of his subjec', and is without 
doubt an authority on the stamps of France.

After the exhibition a private display before members of 
tbe Society was given of his collection. As it occupies 
over forty sheets, only part were shown. Practically all 
Issues were shown unused in singles, pairs, and blocks.

Tbe thanks of the Society are due to tbe following ladies 
and gentlemen for their assistance in making the evening 
a success: Dr. and Mrs West, Mr. and Mrs. Scott, Mr. 
and Mrs. Gadsby, and Messrs. Thos. B. Widdowson, J. 
W. A. Goddard, and P. V. Sansome, Hon. Sec.

Lticesitr Pott, at.11.08.

North of England 
Philatelic Society

Ho*. 8 0 0 . t Hark Canton, 48 Sldnoy Brooo,
Tyn*.

Hooting* 1  Y.H.C.A., Homtcotio-on’ Tyno, fir*t Thuroday in 
oaeh month, Ootobor to April, 7.80 p.m.

Annual Subtcriptlon:  2*. 6d.

T he usual monthly meeting of this Society was held at 
the Y.M.C.A., Newcastle, on Thursday, 3 December, at 
7.30 p.m.

The Vice-President, Mr. T . D. Hume, was in tbe chair, 
and there were twelve members and one visitor present, 
tbe very disagreeable night keeping many regular attenders 
away.

Messrs. Henry C. Holmes, Arthur R. Laws, and Percy 
C. Laws were elected members.

The Secretary reported that, after careful consideration, 
the Committee advised tbe Society to go on with tbe 
suggested Exhibition, and Friday and Saturday, s6 and 07 
March, 1909, were fixed u j >o d  as tbe dates, and it was 
agree 1 to bold the Exhibition to tbe Academy o f Arts, 
a very central and convenient hall.

Messrs. Bagnall, E8dy} Wbillis, and Thos. Wilkinson 
were added to the Committee to assist to the extra work 
entailed by the undertaking.

Mr. E. Heginbottom’s fine collection o f St. Lucia, 
St. Vincent, and Turks Islands was theo haoded round, and 
tbe fine condition of most o f  the copies much admired.

Mr. T. C. Graham also showed his Seychelles, complete 
in all printings and plates, a very fioe display. At tbe 
close o f tbe meeting Mr. Graham moved a cordial vote of 
thanks to Mr. He^inbottom for bis kiodoess in sending 
stamps. Mr. Ham son moved a vote o f thanks to Mr. 
Graham, and both were carried with acclamation.
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STANLEY GIBBONS’
-------------------- LIS TS  O F ---------------------

Christmas Presents.
PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS & REQUISITES, „  .^  '  D ... r t

6 d . t o  10S. 6 d . Gt.̂ Briuin.

“ I D E A L ”  P E R F O R A T IO N  G A U G E  . . 0 7
T H E  “ S .G ."  S T A M P  H IN G E S , 1000 in tin box . . 0 7
T H E  “ I M P R O V E D "  S T A M P  A L B U M , N o . 0 ; 192 pages . 1 3
“ M Y  D U P L I C A T E S ”  . . 1 1
W A T E R M A R K  D E T E C T O R  . 1 2
“ S T A M P  C O L L E C T IN G  A S  A  P A S T I M E ”  . 1 3
S T O C K  A L B U M , N o. 13, pocket size . . 1 7
T W E E Z E R S  F O R  H A N D L IN G  S T A M P S , N o. 2, small . 2 1
“ S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  C O L L E C T IN G ,”  paper cover . . . 2 3
P H I L A T E L I S T 'S  C O L L E C T IN G  BO O K , N o. 17 . 2 8
T W E E Z E R S  F O R  H A N D L IN G  S T A M P S , N o. 1, large . 2 7
C O LO U R  D IC T IO N A R Y , new edition, paper cover . . . 2 8
T H E  “ S T R A N D ”  S T A M P  A L B U M , N o. 14, 320 pages 2 11
T U C K  C A S E  F O B  W A IS T C O A T , N o . 70, morocco . . . 2 7
“ V A D E  M E C U M ,”  for mounting stamps . . 2 8
S T A M P  C A T A L O G U E , B R I T I S H  E M P I R E  . . 2 9

„  „  F O R E IG N  2 10
T H E  “ IM P R O V E D "  S T A M P  A L B U M , N o. 2, 304 pages . 4 0
L I M P  M OROCCO  L E T T E R  C A S E , N o . 73 . < . 3 7
I V O R Y  P O C K E T  R U L E , inches and ram. . . 3 7
M OROCCO L E T T E R  C A S E , with book, N o . 74 . 4 1
G E N T 'S  C A R D  C A S E , N o. 71 . 4 7
“ P O R T U G U E S E  I N D I A ”  H A N D B O O K , paper cover . 4 9
“ R E P R I N T S  O F P O S T A L  A D H E S I V E S ,”  paper cover . . . 4 3
“ T H E  S T A M P  C O L L E C T O R ," in cloth 4 10
M A G N I F Y I N G  G L A S S  . . . 5 1
P H I L A T E L I S T 'S  C O L L E C T IN G  B O O K , N o. 18 . 5 4
T H E  “ I M P R O V E D ” S T A M P  A L B U M , N o. 3, 304 pages . 5 6
T H E  “ S T R A N D ”  S T A M P  A L B U M , N o. 15, 400 pages, w ith maps . . 5 6
B E S T  M OROCCO L E T T E R  C A S E , N o. 75 . . 5 8
“ S H A N G H A I ”  H A N D B O O K , paper cover . . . . . 5 3
" S T .  V I N C E N T ”  „  „  . . 5 3
D U P L I C A T E  A L B U M , N o. 11, 72 pockets . . . 5 4
“ M U L R E A D Y  E N V E L O P E S  A N D  C A R I C A T U R E S ,"  cloth . . 6 5
B E S T  M OROCCO  P U R S E , N o. 76 . . 6 7
A L B U M  W E E D S , 2 vols., each . . 7 11
T H E  " I M P R O V E D ”  S T A M P  A L B U M , N o. 4, 368 pages . 8 0
“ K I N G ’S  O W N ”  S T A M P  A L B U M , K .O . I  (B lank Album ) . . 8 0
B L A N K  A L B U M , N o. 3 1 . . 8 0
“ S T R A N D ”  A L B U M , N o . 17, interleaved, 400 pages, w ith maps . 8 0
S U R C H A R G E  M E A S U R E R  . . 7 7
D U P L I C A T E  A L B U M , N o. 12, 144 pockets . . 9 0
“ S T R A N D ”  A L B U M , N o . 16, 400 pages, w ith  maps . 9 0
“ I D E A L ”  A L B U M , N o. 1 (all the world in one vol.) 10 7

For full particulars, set Prospectus, post-free on application.

STANLEY GIBBONS) Ltd., 3 9 1 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S '
LISTS OF 1

C H R IS T M A S  P R E S E N T S
PACKETS OF STAMPS.

Price post free
No, o f  in Great Britain. 
Packet, s. d. 
202 40 varieties, used or unused. Europe . . 1 1

No. o f 
Packet.
71 125 varieties, used or unused.

Price post-free 
in Great Britain.

s. d.
As;a . . .  7 7

6 ISO „ World . . 1 7 72 123 >1 .. Africa. 7 7
162 30 „  or unused. Australasia . 1 7 73 105 » .» ,, Australasia. 7 7

7 100 „ „  World . . . 2 1 74 >35 .. it ,1 West Indies 7 7
14 “S ,, 11 French Colonial . 2 1 75 12$ >1 t, „ South America . 7 7
65 a 50 „  „  World . . 2 1 76 too ,, ,, „ North America . 7 7

1 1 2 »5 ,1 ,, Asia , . 2 1 77 IOO ,, ,, ,, Central America. 7 7
142 90 ,, |, West Indies . . 2 1 The last eight packets are a ll different, and i f  ordered
18 40 u unused World . 2 7 at one time cost only 55 0

122 35 used or unused. Africa . 2 7 10 io3 varieties, used or unused. World . 10  1
113 40 .. .. Asia . 3 7 116 45 .1 m Asia . . 1 2  1

66 500 11 H World , . 4 1 67 ICOO ,, ,, 1, World. 15 0
117 30 1, ,, Asia . 4 1 115 50 „ „ Asia . 16 7
153 30 ,, I, ‘ Australasia . 4 7 1 1 200 ,, „ World. 21  0

8 100 „ 1, obsolete . . 6 1 118 40 it- -t Asia . 2 1  1
9 200 ,, „ Foreign . a 5 1 68 <500 ,, ,, 11 World . 35 0

20 60 unused World . 5 1 69 3000 ,, ,, 1 , 60 0
114 40 used or unused. Asia . 6 7 69a 3000 ,, ,, ,, ..................... 170 0
70 503 >. ■■ „  Europe . . 7 8 69 n 4000 ,, ,, * It it • • 260 0

For further particulars see Prospectus, post free  on application.

G R E A T  R E D U C T I O N  I N  P R I C E .

Pocket Magnifying Glass

No. 1092.

B y placing very considerable orders for these M a g 
nifying Glasses, we have been able to make a 
substantial reduction in price.

T h e  Glass consists o f two specially worked lenses, 
mounted in a handsome polished black horn frame, 
and folds up compactly for the pocket. T h e  lenses 
may be used singly, -or together, should a very high 
power be required.

T h e  Glass is absolutely identical with that 
formerly sold at 7s. 6d., and at the present price 
cannot be equalled elsewhere.

Price 4 s . Post-free, 4/1; abroad, 4/4,

STA N LEY jGIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand. London. W.C.
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S ta m p  C o llectio n s R e g is te r

Gibbons Stamp Weekly,
W c. 1908,

W
E  have many collections offered to us that for one reason or another we do not wish to pur

chase, and we have therefore decided to open this Stam p Collections Register in order to 
bring under the notice of our 12,000 readers of the Stam p W eekly the different pro

perties that may be placed in our hands. In addition to publishing this Register in our paper we 
also issue the Register in pamphlet form and send it to a large number of good buyers who do 
not subscribe to G .S . W .

The following will be the first conditions that must be agreed to when we enter a collection 
upon this Register.

. l i t . — T h e  o w n er in  a ll cases to fix  th e  price  a t w h ic h  his collection is offered for sale.
2 n d .— T h e  o w n er to p a y  us the sum  o f  one guinea (£1  is.)  for expenses before w e  enter a  collection in  

o u r Register.
3 rd .— T h e  o w n er to  p a y  us a com m ission  o f  ten per cent (1 0  % )  upon the  a m oun t a t w h ic h  w e  sell 

h is  collection.
4th.—Collections should be sent to 391 S tran d , L ondon, in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written.
Jtb .—Collections may be inspected at 391 Stra n d , W.C.
6 th .— T h e  b uye r w il l  n o t be req u ire d  to p a y  a n y  com m ission  o f  a n y  k in d .
7 th .— U n d e r  n o  circum stances w il l  the n am e  o f  the b u ye r o r seller be d iv u lg e d .
8 th .— N o  collection w il l  be entered in  th is Register a t a  less price th a n  T w e n t y  Pounds.
9 th .— Collections are offered w ith o u t a n y  guarantee o n  the  p art o f  S ta n le y  G ib b o n s , L t d . ,  e ith e r as to 

the genuineness o r  c o n d itio n  o f  th e  stam ps '; b u t S . G . ,  L t d . ,  a re  w illin g  to  rep ort o n  a n y  
stam ps in  Colle ction s o n  the  Register at th e ir usual term s.

10th.—Collectors are advised to fix the very lowest price they will accept, in the first instance, as this 
will ensure a quicker sale and save correspondence.

n th .—It will greatly facilitate a sale i f  the owner will calculate the current catalogue price o f his 
stamps.

N o .  4 8

A GOOD GENERAL COLLECTION
IN A SENF ALBUM

C o n t a i n i n g  a b o u t  6 4 S O  S t a m p s .

W e  d raw  attention to  Great Britain— 1 0 / -  an d  j £ i ,  d ro ss ; ^ 5 ,  o ra n g e ; brow n, 
crow ns. France— G ood  lot o f  early  issues. French Colonies— M an y co m p lete  sets 
up to 1 fr. Spain— G ood  early  issues. Monaco— S et to 5 fr. Old Swiss. 
Oldenburg— E a rly  issues. W urtemberg— N e a rly  com plete, inc lu d ing  70 kr. Ceylon 
— In clu d in g  tw enty o f  the pen ce issue, scarce  provisionals. Straits Settlements— E a rly  
issues. Philippine Isles—G o o d  lot, inc lu d ing  first 10 c. Portuguese Colonies—  
M an y good  varieties. Egypt—F irst an d  second issues, com plete. Liberia— T o  $5, 
used. Cape— In c lu d in g  id .  an d  4d . w oodblocks. Mauritius— G o od  lot. Canada—  
In c lu d in g  6d., 6 Jd .,  and io d . Nova Scotia— id ., 3d ., an d  6d. Newfoundland—  
4d . an d  6d., orange. U .S.A .— 18 6 9  issue, c o m p le te ; 18 9 3 , com plete. W e s t Indies—  
A  fa ir lot. Brazil— V e ry  fine lo t ;  first issue, com plete, slan ting fig u re s ; 18 0 , 30 0 , an d  
600 r., perforated  s e t ; 18 6 6 , n early  com plete. W estern Australia— O ld  issu es. Victoria 
— A good  lot o f  early  issues. New South W ales— id .,  2d., an d 3d. Sydneys. 
New Zealand— A good lot. Fiji— In clu d in g  tw o V R  rom an surcharges, e tc . etc.

The Owner states the Catalogue Price is about £800, and offers 
the Collection for a quiok Sale at

■ --- -------- £ 1 5 0  —---------
STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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